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| these Thy servants are gathered here together in the Congress which 
is assembled in regular session according to the appointed time, we 
pray Thee have them in Thy holy care and keeping. Here on the 
threshold of their labors, we beseech Thee to bless them in all the 


The first Monday of December being the day prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States for the annual meeting of Con- 
gress, the second session of the Forty-fifth Congress commenced this 


coming months, and grant that all things in reference to them may 
be so ordered that the people shall see ‘Thy good hand in their delib- 


jay. 


The Senators assembled in the Senate Chamber at the Capitol, in | 
| 


the city of Washington. 
SENATORS PRESENT. 

The following Senators were present: from the State of— 
New Hampshire—E. H. Rollins and Bainbridge Wadleigh. 
Vermont—George F. Edmunds and Justin 8S. Morrill. 
Massachusetts—Henry L. Dawes. 
Rhode Island—Henry B. Anthony and Ambrose E. Burnside. 
Connecticut—William W. Eaton. 
New York—Roscoe Conkling and Francis Kernan. 


Pennsylvania—James Donald Cameron and William A. Wallace. 


Delaware—Thomas F. Bayard and Eli Saulsbury. 
Maryland—William Pinkney Whyte. 

Virginta—John W. Johnston and Robert E. Withers. 
North Carolina—Augustus 8. Merrimon and Matt. W. Ransom. 
South Carolina—John J. Patterson. 

Georgia—John B. Gordon and Benjamin H. Hill. 
Florida—Simon B. Conover and Charles W. Jones. 
Alabama—John T. Morgan and George E. Spencer. 
Mississippi— Blanche K. Bruce. 

Louisiana—W illiam Pitt Kellogg. 

Teras—Richard Coke and Samuel B. Maxey. 
Arkansas—Stephen W. Dorsey and Augustus H. Garland. 
Missour'—Francis M. Cockrell. 

Tennessee -James E. Bailey and Isham G. Harris. 
Kentucky—James B. Beck and Thomas C. McCreery. 

West Virginta—Henry G. Davis and Frank Hereford. 
Ohio—Stanley Matthews and Allen G. Thurman. 
Indiana—Joseph E. McDonald and Daniel W. Voorhees. 
Illinois—David Davis and Richard J. Oglesby. 
Michigan—Isaac P. Christiancy and Thomas W. Ferry. 
Wisconsin—Angus Cameron and Timothy O. Howe. 
Jowa—William B, Allison and Samuel J. Kirkwood. 
Minnesota—Samuel J. R. McMillan and William Windom. 
Kansas—John J. Ingalls. 

Nebraska—Algernon 8. Paddock and Alvin Saunders. 
California—Newton Booth and Aaron A. Sargent. 
Oregon—John H. Mitchell. 

Nevada—John P. Jones. 

Colorado—Jerome B, Chaffee and Henry M. Teller. 


PRAYER. 


Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D.D., Chaplain to the Senate, offered the 


following prayer: 


erations and decisions going before them, so that our nation shall 
have Thy providence for the bulwark of our defense before the eyes 
of all people. Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


| 
| 


NOTIFICATION TO THE HOUSE. 

Mr. ANTHONY offered the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives that a quorum 
of the Senate is assembled, and that the Senate is ready to proceed to business 

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee consisting of two members be appointed, to join 
such committee as may be appointed by the House of Representatives, to wait 
upon the President of the United States and inform him that a quorum of each 
ean is assembled and that Congress is ready to receive any communication he 

may be pleased to make. 

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to ap- 
point the committee on the part of the Senate; and Messrs. ANTHONY 
and WHYTE were appointed. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 

Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the Senate be twelve o’clock, me- 
ridian, until otherwise ordered. 

RECESS. 

Mr. SARGENT, (at twelve o’clock and four minutes p.m.) I move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. [‘‘ No!” “No!”} 

Mr. MORRILL and others. Let us take a recess for half an hour. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We can have the message in half an hour. 

Mr. SARGENT. Then I move that the Senate take a recess for an 
hour. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The President is in the building. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I understand the President of the United States 
is in the Capitol. It is hardly necessary to take a recess. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Half an hour will do. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Half an hour will do, because the House must 
organize; the roll will have to be called there. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well; I will modify the motion and move 
that the Senate take a recess for half an hour. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from California moves that 
the Senate take a recess for half an hour. 

| The motion was agreed to; and at the expiration of the recess (at 
| twelve o’clock and thirty-five minutes p.m.) the Senate reassembled. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
GEORGE M. ADAMS, its Clerk, as follows: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am directed to inform the Senate that a quorum 
of the House of Representatives has assembled, and that the House 
is ready to proceed to business. The House of Representatives has 
appointed Mr. J. P. Knott of Kentucky, Mr. A. A. HARDENBERGH of 
New Jersey, and Mr. J. D. Cox of Ohio, a committee on the part of 
the House to join such committee as may be appointed on the part of 
the Senate to wait upon the President of the United States and in- 
form him that a quorum of the two Houses has assembled, and that 


0 Lord, our God, the Ruler of the heaven and the earth, before whom 
all the worlds revolve, by whom times and seasons come to pass, we, 
Thy servants, are now here present before Thee to invoke Thy bless- 
ne onus. We confess the change that shadow-like sweeps over all 
the affairs of men; that our years are but the chapters of that life 
Which we are spending as a tale that is told, the old ever ceasing, the 
new ever beginning ; so that the past is consumed by the present, 
Which again shall be devoured by the future. 


Now, 0 Lord, our God, Who art the same in all generations, that 


1 





~~) 


ll 


Congress is ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 
mane 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual report 
t { the in obedience to the requirements of 
61.63, and 72 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
uf ind complete statement of the receipts and expendi- 
from the Ist of July, 1876, to June 30, 1877, and 

iso a statement of property in his possession belonging to the United 
States December 3, 1877; which was referred to the Committee to 
Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, and ordered 


ntedd 


Secretary ol Senate, 


ires of the Senate 


to be pr 

He os tid before the Senate the annual report of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms of the Senate, communicating astatement of property belong- 
ing to the Unite d States in his December 3, 1277; which 
was referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate, and ordered to be printed. 


possession 


PRESIDENTS ANNUAI 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, the joint committee appointed by 
the two Houses of Congress to wait upon the President of the United 
States and inform him that they had organized and were prepared to 
receive any communication he might be pleased to make to them, 
have performed the duty assigned them, and the President replied 


MESSAGE. 


that he would communicate to the two Houses in writing immedi- | 


ately 

At twelve o’clock and forty-three minutes p. m., Mr. W. K. Rop- 
GERS, the Private Secretary of the President of the United States, 
appeared below the bar of the Senate, and said: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Iam directed by the President of the United States 
o deliver to the Senate a message in writing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The message will be received and read 
by the Secretary. 

“The was read, as follows: 


Fellou 


message 


cuizens 


of the Senate and House of Repre sentatives : 


With devout gratitude to the bountiful Giver of all good, I con- 
gratulate you that, at the beginning of your first regular session, you 
find our country blessed with health and peace and abundant har- 
vests, and with encouraging prospects of an early return of general 
prosperity 

lo « omplete and make permanent the pacitication of the country 
continues to be, and until it is fully accomplished must remain, the 
most important of all our national interests. The earnest purpose of 
good citizens generally to unite their efforts in this endeavor is evi- 
dent. It found decided expression in the resolutions announced in 
1876 by the national conventions of the leading political parties of 
the country. There was a wide-spread apprehension that the mo- 
mentous results in our progress as a nation, marked by the recent 
amendments to the Constitution, were in imminent jeopardy ; that 
the good understanding which prompted their adoption, in the inter- 
est of a loyal devotion to the general welfare, might prove a barren 
truce, and that the two sections of the country, once engaged in civil 
strife, might be again almost as widely severed and disunited as they 
were when arrayed in arms against each other. 

Phe course to be pursued which in my judgment seemed wisest, in 
the presence of this emergency, was plainly indicated in my inaugural 
wddress. It pointed to the time which all our people desire to see, 
when a genuine love of our whole country and of all that concerns 
its true welfare shall supplant the destructive forces of the mutual 
animosity of races and of sectional hostility. Opinions have differed 


widely as to the measures best calculated to secure this great end. | 


rhis was to be expected. The measures adopted by the Administra- 
tion have been subjected to severe and varied criticism. 
whatever which might have been entered upon would certainly have 
encountered distrust and opposition. These measures were in my 
judgment such as were most in harmony with the Constitution and 
with the genius of our people, and best adapted, under all the circum- 
stances, to attain the end in view. Beneficent results already appa- 
rent prove that these endeavors are not to be regarded as a mere ex- 
periment, and should sustain and encourage usinour efforts. Already, 
in the brief period which has elapsed, the immediate effectiveness, no 
less than the justice of the course pursued, is demonstrated,and I have 
an abiding faith that time will furnish its ample vindication in the 
minds of the great majority of my fellow-citizens. The discontinu- 
ance of the use of the Army for the purpose of upholding local gov- 
ernments in two States of the Union was no less a constitutional duty 
and requirement, under the circumstances existing at the time, than 
it was a much-needed measure for the restoration of local self-gov- 
ernment and the promotion of national harmony. 
of the troops from such employment was effected deliberately, and 


of citizens. 


The results that have followed are indeed significant and encour- | 


aving 
aging. 


All apprehension of danger from remitting those States to 
local self-government is dispelled, and a most salutary change in the 


minds of the people has begun and isin progress in every part of that | of, or may find casual profits in, a variable currency, but the ms 


section of the country, once the theater of unhappy civil strife, sub- | 


stituting for suspicion, distrust, and aversion, concord, friendship, 
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Any course | 


The withdrawal | 


| skilled or common labor. 
with solicitous care for the peace and good order of society, and the | 


protection of the property and persons and every right of all classes | 


DECEMBER 3 
— 
and patriotic attachment to the Union. No unprejudiced ming 
deny that the terrible and often fatal collisions, which for sey; 
years have been of frequent occurrence and have agitated ay, 
alarmed the public mind, have almost entirely ceased, and that 4 


spirit of mutual forbearance and hearty national interest 
ceeded. 


‘ 
has su 
There has been a general re-establishment of orde; ~ cal 
the orderly administration of justice; instances of remaining Jay. 
lessness have become of rare occurrence ; political turmoil and t 
bnlence have disappeared ; useful industries have been resumed : 
public credit in the Southern States has been greatly strengthened: 
and the encouraging benefits of a revival of commerce between the 
sections of the country lately embroiled in civil war are fully « njoved 
Such are some of the results already attained, upon which the coup. 
try is tobe congratulated. They are of such importance that we ma 
with contidence patiently await the desired consummation that 
surely come with the natural progress of events. 

It may not be improper here to say that it should be our fixed ang 
unalterable determination to protect, by all available and proper 
means under the Constitution and the laws, the lately eman ipated 
race in the enjoyment of their rights and privileges; and I urge upoy 
those to whom heretofore the colored people have sustained the rela. 
tion of bondmen the wisdom and justice of humane and liberal Joc] 
legislation with respect to their education and general welfare. 4 
firm adherence to the laws, both national and State, as to the ciyj! 
and political rights of the colored people, now advanced to full and 
equal citizenship; the immediate repression and sure punishment by 
the national and local authorities within their respective jurisdic. 
tions of every instance of lawlessness and violence toward them, js 
required for the security alike of both races and is justly demanded 
by the public opinion of the country and the age. In this way the 
restoration of harmony and good-will and the complete protection of 
every citizen in the full enjoyment of every constitutional right wil! 
surely be attained. Whatever authority rests with me to this end | 
shall not hesitate to put forth. Whatever belongs to the power of 
Congress and the jurisdiction of the courts of the Union, they n ay 


| contidently be relied upon to provide and perform ; and to the Legis- 


latures, the courts, and the executive authorities of the several States 
I earnestly appeal to secure, by adequate, appropriate, and season 
able means within their borders, these common and uniform rights 
of a united people which loves liberty, abhors oppression, and reveres 
justice. These objects are very dear to my heart. J shall continue 
most earnestly to strive for their attainment. The cordial co-opera- 
tion of all classes—of all sections of the country, and of both races—is 
required for this purpose; and with these blessings assured, and not 
otherwise, we may safely hope to hand down our free institutions of 
government unimpaired to the generations that will succeed us. 

Among the other subjects of great and general importance to th 
people of this country, I cannot be mistaken, I think, in regarding as 
pre-eminent the policy and measures which are desired to secure the 
restoration of the currency to that normal and healthful condition in 
which, by the resumption of specie payments, our internal trade and 
foreign commerce may be brought into harmony with the system of 
exchanges, which is based upon the precious metals as the intrinsic 
money of the world. In the public judgment that this end should 
be sought and compassed as speedily and securely as the resources of 
the people and the wisdom of their Government can accomplish, there 
is a much greater degree of unanimity than is found to concur in th 
specific measures which will bring the country to this desired end ot 
the rapidity of the steps by which it can be safely reached. 

Upon a most anxious and deliberate examination, which I have 
felt it my duty to give to the subject, Iam but the more confirmed 
in the opinion which I expressed in accepting the nomination for the 
Presidency and again upon my nomination, that the policy of resump- 
tion should be pursued by every suitable means and that no legisla 
tion would be wise that should disparage the importance or retard 
the attainment of that result. I have no disposition, and certainly 
right, to question the sincerity or the intelligence of opposing opin- 
ions, and would neither conceal nor undervalue the considerable dif- 
ficulties and even occasional distresses which may attend the progress 
of the nation toward this primary condition to its general and perma- 
nent prosperity. I must, however, adhere to my most earnest con- 
viction that any wavering in purpose or unsteadiness in methods, s0 
far from avoiding or reducing the inconvenience inseparable from 
the transition from an irredeemable to a redeemable paper currency, 
would only tend to increased and prolonged disturbance in values 
and, unless retrieved, must end in serious disorder, dishonor, and «is- 
aster in the financial affairs of the Government and of the people. 

The mischiefs which I apprehend and urgently deprecate are con- 
fined to no class of the veople indeed, but seem to me most certain) 
to threaten the industrious masses, whether their occupations are 0! 
To them, it seems to me, it is of prim 
importance that their labor should be compensated in money whic! 
is itself fixed in exchangeable value by being irrevocably measured 
by the labor necessary to its production. This permanent quality of 
the money of the people is sought for and can only be gained by the 
resumption of specie payments. The rich, the speculative, the ope 
rating, the money-dealing classes, may not always feel the mischie!s 


fortunes of such a currency to those who are paid salaries or wag’ 
are inevitable and remediless, 
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Closely connected with this general subject of the resumption of | cepted as a pledge of public faith. The Government has derived 
specie payments 18 one of subordinate, but still of grave importance. | great benefit from it in the progress thus farmade in re-funding the 
| mean the readjustment of our coinage system, by the renewal of the | public debt at low rates of interest. An adherence to the wise and 
silver dollar 98 an element in our specie currency, endowed by legis- | just policy of an exact observance of the public faith will enable the 
lation with the quality of legal tender to a greater or less extent. Government rapidly to reduce the burden of interest on the national 
* 4¢ there is no doubt of the power of Congress under the Constitu- | debt to an amount exceeding $20,000,000 per annum, and effect an 
tion “te coin money and regulate the value thereof,” and as this | aggregate saving to the United States of more than $300,000,000 be- 
nower covers the whole range of authority applicable to the metal, | fore the bonds can be fully paid. 
th rated value, and the legal-tender quality which shall be adopted _ In adapting the new silver coinage to the ordinary uses of currency 
for the coinage, the considerations which should induce or discourage | in the every-day transactions of life and prescribing the quality of 
a particular measure connected with the coinage belong clearly to the legal tender to be assigned to it, 2 consideration of the first impor- 
province of legislative discretion and of public expediency. Without | tance should be so to adjust the ratio between the silver and the gold 
intruding upon this province of legislation in the least, I have yet | coinage, which now coustitutes our specie currency, as to accomplish 
thought the subject of such critical importance in the actual condi- | the desired end of maintaining the circulation of the two metallic 
tion of our affairs as to present an occasion for the exercise of the | currencies and keeping up the volume of the two precious metals as 
duty imposed by the Constitution on the President of recommending | our intrinsic money. It is a mixed question for scientific reasoning 
to the consideration of Congress “‘such measures as he shall judge | and historical experience to determine how far and by what methods 
necessary and expedient.” a practical equilibrium can be maintained which will keep both 

Holding the opinion, as I do, that neither the interests of the Gov- | metals in circulation in their appropriate spheres of common use. An 
ernment nor of the people of the United States would be promoted by | absolute equality of commercial value, free from disturbing tluctua- 
disparaging silver as one of the two precious metals which furnish | tions, is hardly attainable, and without it an unlimited legal tender 
the coinage of the world, and that legislation which looks to main- | for private transactions assigned to both metals would irresistibly 
taining the volume of intrinsic money to as full a measure of both | tend to drive out of circulation the dearer coinage and disappoint 
metals as their relative commercial values will permit would be | the principal object proposed by the legislation in view. I appre- 
neither unjust nor inexpedient, I must ask your indulgence to a brief | hend, therefore, that the two conditions of a near approach to equality 
and definite statement of certain essential features in any such legis- | of commercial value between the gold and silver coinage of the same 
lative measure which I feel it my duty to recommend. Ido not pro- | denomination and of a limitation of the amounts for which the silver 
nose to enter the debate, represented on both sides by such able dis- | coinage is to be a legal tender are essential to maintaining both in 
putants in Congress and before the people and in the press, as to the | circulation. If these conditions can be successfully observed, the 
extent to which the legislation of any one nation can control this | issue from the mint of silver dollars would afford material assist- 
question, even within its own borders, against the unwritten laws of | ance to the community in the transition to redeemable paper money, 
trade or the positive laws of other governments. The wisdom of | and would facilitate the resumption of specie payment and its perma- 
Congress in shaping any particular law that may be presented for my | nent establishment. Without these conditions, I fear that only mis- 
approval may wholly supersede the necessity of my entering into these | chief and misfortune would flow from a coinage of silver dollars with 
considerations, and I willingly avoid either vague or intricate inqui- | the quality of unlimited legal tender, even in private transactions. 
ries. It is only certain plain and practical traits of such legislation Any expectation of temporary ease from an issue of silver coinage to 
that I desire to recommend to your attention. | pass as a legal tender, at arate materially above its commercial value, 

In any legislation providing for a silver coinage, regulating its | is, 1 am persuaded, a delusion. Nor can I think that there is any 
value and imparting to it the quality of legal tender, it seems to | substantial distinction between an original issue of silver dollars at 
me of great importance that Congress should not lose sight of its | a nominal value materially above their commercial value and the 
action as operating in a twofold capacity and in two distinct direc- | restoration of the silver dollar at a rate which once was, but has 
tions. If the United States Government were free from a public | ceased to be, its commercial value. Certainly the issue of our gold 
debt its legislative dealing with the question of silver coinage would 


coinage, reduced in weight materially below its legal-tender value, 
be purely sovereign and governmental, under no restraints but those | would not be any the less a present debasement of the coinage, by 


reason of its equaling or even exceeding in weight a gold coinage 
which at some past time had been commercially equal to the legal- 
tender value assigned to the new issue. 
In recommending that the regulation of any silver coinage which 
| may be authorized by Congress should observe these conditions of 
commercial value and limited legal tender, I am governed by the feel- 
lation, of the highest concern. The obligation of the public faith | ing that every possibleincrease should be given to the volume of metal- 
transcends all questions of profit or public advantage otherwise. Its | lic money which can be kept in circulation, and, thereby, every possi- 
unquestionable maintenance is the dictate as well of the highest ex- | ble aid afforded to the people in the process of resuming specie pay- 
pediency as of the most necessary duty, and will ever be carefully | ments. It is because of my firm conviction that a disregard of these 
guarded by Congress and people alike. conditions would frustrate the good results which are desired for the 
The public debt of the United States to the amount of $729,000,000 | proposed coinage, and embarrass with new elements of confusion and 
bears interest at the rate of 6 per cent. and $708,000,000 at the rate | uncertainty the business of the country, that Ll urge upon your atten- 
of 5 per cent., and the only way in which the country can be relieved | tion these considerations. 
from the payment of these high rates of interest is by advantageously I respectfully recommend to Congress that in any legislation pro- 
re-funding the indebtedness. Whether the debt is ultimately paid | viding for a silver coinage and imparting to it the quality of legal 
in gold or in silver coin is of but little moment compared with the | tender, there be impressed upon the measure a firm provision exempt- 
possible reduction of interest one-third, by re-funding it at such re- | ing the public debt heretofore issued and now outstanding from pay- 
daced rate. If the United States had the unquestioned right to pay | ment, either of principal or interest, in any coinage of less commer- 
its bonds in silver coin, the little benefit from that process would be | cial value than the present gold coinage of the country. 
greatly overbalanced by the injurious effect of such payment, if made The organization of the civil service of the country has for a num- 
or proposed against the honest convictions of the public creditors. | ber of years attracted more and more of the public attention. So 
All the bonds that have been issued since February 12, 1873, when | general has become the opinion that the methods of admission to it 
gold became the only unlimited legal-tender metallic currency of the | and the conditions of remaining in it, are unsound, that both the 
country, are justly payable in gold coin or in coin of equal value. | great political parties have agreed in the most explicit declarations 
During the time of these issues, the only dollar that could be or was | of the necessity of reform and in the most emphatic demands for it. 
received by the Government in exchange for bonds was the gold dol- | I have fully believed these declarations and demands to be the ex 
lar. To require the public creditors to take in repayment any dol- | pression of asincere conviction of the intelligent masses of the people 
lar of less commercial value would be regarded by them as a repudi- | upon the subject, and that they should be recognized and followed 
ation of the full obligation assumed. The bonds issued prior to 1873 | by earnest and prompt action on the part of the legislative and 
were issued at a time when the gold dollar was the only coin in cir- | executive departments of the Government, in pursuance of the pur- 
culation or contemplated by either the Government or the holders of | pose indicated. 
the bonds as the coin in which they were to be paid. It is far better Before my accession to office I endeavored to have my own views 
to pay these bonds in that coin than to seem to take advantage of the | distinctly understood, and upon my inauguration my accord with 
unforeseen fall in silver bullion to pay in a new issue of silver coin, | the public opinion was stated in terms believed to be plain and un- 
thus made so much less valuable. The power of the United States | ambiguous. My experience in the executive duties has strongly con- 
0 coin money and to regulate the value thereof ought never to be ex- | firmed the belief in the great advantage the country would find in 
ercised for the purpose of enabling the Government to pay its obli- | observing strictly the plan of the Constitution, which imposes upon 
gations in a coin of less value than that contemplated by the parties | the Executive the sole duty and responsibility of the selection of 
when the bonds were issued. Any attempt to pay the national in- | those Federal officers who, by law, are appointed, not elected ; and 
debtedness in a coinage of less commercial value than the money of | which, in like manner, assigns to the Senate the complete right to 
the world would involve a violation of the public faith and work | advise and consent to, or to reject, the nominations so made; while 
reparable injury to the public credit. the House of Representatives stands as the public censor of the per- 
It was the great merit of the act of March, 1869, in strengthening | formance of official duties, with the prerogative of investigation and 


the public credit that it removed all doubt as to the purpose of the | prosecution in all cases of dereliction. The blemishes and imperfec- 
tions in the civil service may, as I think, be traced, in most cases, to 





of constitutional power and the public good as affected by the pro- 
posed legislation. Butin the actual circumstances of the nation, 
with a vast public debt distributed very widely among our own citi- 
zens and held in great amounts also abroad, the nature of the silver- | 
coinage measure as affecting this relation of the Government to the 


holders of the publie debt becomes an element, in any proposed legis- 


United States to pay their bonded debt in coin. That act was ac- 








4 


C 


a practical confusion of the 
ments of the Government. My purpose, in this respect, has been to 
return to the system established by the fundamental law, and to do 
this with the ‘heartiest co-operation and most cordial understand- 
ing with the Senate and House of Representatives. 

| difficulties in the selection of numerous officers for 


Phe practica 
posts of widely varying responsibilities and duties are acknowledged 
to be very great. No system can be expected to secure absolute free- 


dom from mistakes, and the 
custom is quite likely to be more embarrassed in this respect than 
It is here 


nent 
‘ 


any subsequ 


period. 


beginning of any attempted change of | 
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duties assigned to the several depart- | international commerce and emigration, as well as to promote th 


traditional friendship between the two countries. 
A question arose some time since as to the proper meaning of the 


| extradition articles of the treaty of 1842 between the United States 


that the Constitution seems to me | 


to prove its claim to the great wisdom acc orded to it; it gives to the | 


| 


Executive the assistance of the knowledge and experience of the | 
Senate, which, when acting upon nominations as to which they may | 
be disinterested and impartial judges, secures as strong a guarantee 


of freedom from errors of importance as is perhaps possible in human 
atlairs 

In addition to this I recognize the public advantage of making all 
nominations, as nearly as possible, impersonal, in the sense of being 
free from caprice or favor in the selection ; and in those offices in 
which special training is of greatly increased value I believe such a 
rule as to the tenure of office should obtain as may induce men of 
proper qualifications to apply themselves industriously to the task of 
proficient. Bearing these things in mind, I have endeav- 
ored to reduce the number of changes in subordinate places usually 
made upon the change of the general administration, and shall most 
heartily co-operate with Congress in the better systematizing of such 
methods and rules of admission to the public service and of promo- 
tion within it as may promise to be most successful in making thor- 
ough competency, efficiency, and character the decisive tests in these 
matters, 

I ask the renewed attention of Congress to what has already been 


becoming 


done by the civil-service commission appointed, in pursuance of an | 


act of Congress, by my predecessor, to prepare and revise civil-serv- 
rules. liu regard to much of the departmental service, especially 
at Washington, it may be difficult to organize a better system than 
that which has thus been provided, and it is now being used to a con- 
siderable extent under my direction. The commission has still a legal 
existence, although for several years no appropriation has been made 
for defraying its expenses. Believing that this commission has ren- 
dered valuable service and will be a most useful agency in improv- 
ing the administration of the civil service, I respecttully recommend 
that a suitable appropriation, to be immediately available, be made, 
to enable it to continue its labors. 

It is my purpose to transmit to Congress as early as practicable a 
report by the chairman of the commission, and to ask your attention 
to such measures on this subject as in my opinion will further pro- 
mote the improvement of the civil service. 

During the past year the United States have continued to maintain 
peaceful relations with foreign powers. 

The outbreak of war between Russia and Turkey, thongh at one 
time attended by grave apprehension as to its effect upon other 
European nations, has had no tendency to disturb the amicable rela- 
tions existing between the United States and each of the two con- 
tending powers. An attitude of just and impartial neutrality has 
been preserved, and I am gratified to state that, in the midst of their 
hostilities, both the Russian and the Turkish governments have 
shown an earnest disposition to adhere to the obligations of all 
treaties with the United States and to give due regard to the rights 
of American citizens. 

By the terms of the treaty defining the rights, immunities, and 
privileges of consuls, between Italy and the United States, ratitied 
in 1868, either government may, after the lapse of ten years, termi- 
nate the existence of the treaty by giving twelve months’ notice of its 
intention, 

The government of Italy, availing itself of this faculty, has now 
given the required notice, and the treaty will, accordingly, end on 
the 17th of September, 1478. It is understood, however, that the 
Italian government wishes to renew it, in its general scope, desiring 
only certain modifications in some of its articles. In this disposition 
I concur, and shall hope that no serious obstacles may intervene to 
prevent or delay the negotiation of a satisfactory treaty. 

Numerous questions in regard to passports, naturalization, and ex- 
emption from military service, have continued to arise in cases of 
emigrants from Germany who have returned to their native country. 
The provisions of the treaty of February 22, 1868, however, have 
proved to be so ample and so judicious that the legation of the United 
States at Berlin has been able to adjust all claims arising under it, 
not only without detriment to the amicable relationsexisting between 
the two Governments, but it is believed without injury or injustice to 
any duly naturalized American citizen. It is desirable that the 
treaty originally made with the North German Union in 1868 should 
now be extended, so as to apply equally to all the states of the Em- 
pire of Germany. 

rhe invitation of the government of France to participate in the 
exposition of the products of agriculture, industry, and the fine arts, 
to be held at Paris during the coming year was submitted for your 
consideration at the extra session. It is not doubted that its accept- 
ance by the United States, and a well-selected exhibition of the prod- 
ucts of American industry on that occasion, will tend to stimulate 


ee 





and Great Britain. Both governments, however, are now in accor 
in the belief that the question is not one that should be allowed to 
frustrate the ends of justice, or to disturb the friendship between the 
two nations. No serious difficulty has arisen in accomplishing the 
extradition of criminals when necessary. Itis probable that al] points 
of disagreements will in due time be settled, and, if need be, more 
explicit declarations be made in a new treaty. 

The fishery commission, under articles 18 to 25 of the treaty of 
Washington, has concluded its session at Halifax. The result of the 
deliberations of the commission, as made public by the commissioners 
will be communicated to Congress. , 

A treaty forthe protection of trade-marks has been negotiated with 
Great Britain, which has been submitted to the Senate for its consi. 
eration. 

The revolution which recently occurred in Mexico was followed 
by the accession of the suecessful party to power, and the installa- 
tion of its chief, General Portirio Diaz, in the presidential office. |; 
has been the custom of the United States, when such changes of gov- 
ernment have heretofore occurred in Mexico, to recognize and ente; 
into official relations with the de facto government as soon as it should 
appear to have the approval of the Mexican people, and should 
manifest a disposition to adhere to the obligations of treaties and in- 
ternational friendship. In the present case, such official recognition 
has been deferred by the occurrences on the Rio Grande border, the 
records of which have already been communicated to each House of 
Congress, in answer to their respective resolutions of inquiry. Assur- 
ances have been received that the authorities at the seat of the Mex- 
ican government have both the disposition and the power to prevent 
and punish such unlawful invasions and depredations. It is earnestly 
to be hoped that events may prove these assurances to be well founded, 
The best interests of both countries require the maintenance of peace 
upon the border, and the development of commerce between the two 
republics. 

It is gratifying to add that this temporary interruption of official 
relations has not prevented due attention by the representatives of 
the United States in Mexico to the protection of American citizens, 
so far as practicable. Nor has it interfered with the prompt pay- 
ment of the amounts due from Mexico to the United States under the 
treaty of July 4, 1868, and the awards of the joint commission. 
While I do not anticipate an interruption of friendly relations with 
Mexico, yet I cannot but look with some solicitude upon a continu- 
ance of border disorders as exposing the two countries to initiations 
of popular feeling and mischances of action which are naturally un- 
favorable to complete amity. Firmly determined that nothing shal! 
be wanting on my part to promote a good understanding between the 
two nations, I yet must ask the attention of Congress to the actual 
occurrences on the border, that the lives and property of our citizens 
may be adequately protected and peace preserved. 

Another year has passed without bringing to aclose the protracted 
contest between the Spanish government and the insurrection in the 
Island of Cuba. While the United States has sedulously abstained 
from any intervention in this contest, it is impossible not to feel that 
it isattended with incidents affecting the rights and interests of Ameri- 
can citizens. Apart from the effect of the hostilities upon trade be- 
tween the United States and Cuba, their progress is inevitably accom- 
panied by complaints, having more or less of foundation, of searches, 
arrests, embargoes, and oppressive taxes upon the property of Ameri- 
san residents, and of unprovoked interference with American vessels 
and commerce. It is due to the government of Spain to say that 
during the past year it has promptly disavowed and offered reparation 
for any unauthorized acts of unduly zealous subordinates, whenever 
such acts have been brought to itsattention. Neverthelesssuch occur- 
rences cannot but tend to excite feelings of annoyance, suspicion, and 
resentment, which are greatly to be deprecated between the respect- 
ive subjects and citizens of two friendly powers. 

Much delay (consequent upon accusations of fraud in some of the 
awards) has occurred in respect to the distribution of the limited 
amounts received from Venezuela under the treaty of April 25, 1566, 
applicable to the award of the joint commission created by that 
treaty. So long as these matters are pending in Congress, the Ex- 
ecutive cannot assume either to pass upon the questions presented or 
distribute the fund received. It is emmently desirable that definite 
legislative action should be taken, either affirming the awards to be 
final or providing some method for re-examination of the claims. 

Our relations with the republics of Central and South America 
and with the Empire of Brazil have continued without serious change, 
further than the temporary interruption of diplomatic intercourse 
with Venezuela and withGuatemala. Amicable relations have already 
been fully restored with Venezuela, and it is not doubted that all 
grounds of misunderstanding with Guatemala will speedily be re- 
moved. From all these countries there are favorable indications of 
a disposition on the part of their governments and people to recipro- 
cate our efforts in the direction of increased commercial intercourse. 

The government of the Samoan Islands has sent an envoy in the 
person of its secretary of state to invite the Government of the L nited 
States to recognize and protect their independence, to establish com- 
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mercial relations with their people, and to assist them in their steps 
toward regulated and responsible government. The inhabitants of 
these islands, having made considerable progress in Christ ian civili- 
zation and the development of trade, are doubtful of their ability to 
maintain peace and independence without the aid of some stronger 
power. The subject is deemed worthy of respectful attention, and 
the claims upon our assistance by this distant community will be 
carefully considered. : , at 

The long commercial depression in the United States has directed 
attention to the subject of the possible increase of our foreign trade 
and the methods for its development, not only with Europe but with 
other countries, and especially with the states and sovereignties of 
the western hemisphere. 


were issued to the various diplomatic and consular officers of the 


Government, asking them to devote attention to the question of | 


methods by which trade between the respective countries of their 
official residence and of the United States could be most judiciously 
fostered. In obedience to these instructions examinations and re- 


ports upon this subject have been made by many of these officers | 


and transmitted to the Department, and the same are submitted to 
the consideration of Congress. 

The annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state 
of the finances presents important questions for the action of Con- 
gress, upon some of which I have already remarked. 

The revenues of the Government during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1877, were $269,000,586.62, the total expenditures for the 
same period were $238,660,008.93, leaving a surplus revenue of 
$30,340,577.69. 


the sinking fund for that year. The estimated revenues of the cur- 


rent fiscal year are $265,500,000 and the estimated expenditures for | 


the same period are $232,430,643.72. If these estimates prove to be 
correct there will be a surplus revenue of $33,069,356.28, an amount 
nearly sufficient for the sinking fund for that year. The estimated 
revenues for the next fiscal year are $269,250,000. 

It appears from the report that during the last fiscal year the reve- 
nues of the Government, compared with the previous year, have 
largely decreased. This decrease, amounting to the sum of $18,481,- 


off of the amount of imported dutiable goods and partly by the gen- 
eral fall of prices in the markets of production of such articles as pay 
ad valorem taxes. While this is felt injuriously in the diminution of 
the revenue, it has been accompanied with a very large increase of 
exportations. The total exports during the last tiscal year, including 


to the sun of $166,539,917, the beneficial effects of which extend to 
all branches of business. 

The estimated revenue for the next fiscal year will impose upon 
Congress the duty of strictly limiting appropriations, including the 


aggregate estimated receipts. 


While the aggregate of taxes should not be increased, amendments | 


might be made to the revenue laws that would without diminishing 
the revenues relieve the people from unnecessary burdens. A tax on 


tea and coffee is shown by the experience not only of our own coun- | 


try, but of other countries, to be easily collected, without loss by 
undervaluation or fraud, und largely borne in the country of pro- 
duction. A tax of ten cents a pound on tea and two cents a pound 


enable Congress to repeal a multitude of annoying taxes yielding a 
revenue not exceeding that sum. 


ge upon domestic products, under this system, has been re- 
pealed, 


tobacco, and beer. Attention is also called to the necessity of enact- 
ing more vigorous laws for the protection of the revenue and for the 
punishment of frauds and smuggling. This can best be done by 
judicious provisions that will induce the disclosure of attempted 
fraud by undervaluation and smuggling. All revenue laws should 
be simple in their provisions and easily understood. So far as prac- 
ticable the rates of taxation should be in the form of specific duties ; 
and not ad valorem, requiring the judgment of experienced men to 
— values and exposing the revenue to the temptation of 
raud., 

My attention has been called during the recess of Congress to abuses 
existing in the collection of the customs, and strenuous efforts have 
been made for their correction by Executive orders. The recom- 
mendations submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury by a commis- 
sion appointed to examine into the collection of customs duties at 
the port of New York contain many suggestions for the modification 
of the customs laws, to which the attention of Congress is invited. 

It is a matter of congratulation that, not withstanding the severe 

urdens caused by the war, the public faith with all creditors has 
been preserved and that, as the result of this policy, the public credit 


48 continuously advanced and our public securities are regarded | 


with the highest favor in the markets of the world. I trust that no 
act of the Government will cast a shadow upon its credit. 
_ The progress of re-funding the public debt has been rapid and sat- 


tory. Under the contract existing when I entered upon the dis- 


Instructions from the Department of State | 


| largely increased ; 
| ducted in foreign vessels. 


This has substantially supplied the requirements of | 





| of the country. 
on coffee, would produce a revenue exceeding $12,000,000, and thus | 


The internal-revenue system grew | 
out of the necessities of the war, and most of the legislation impos- | 


| By the substitution of a tax on tea and coffee all forms of | 
internal taxation may be repealed except that on whisky, spirits, | 


charge of the duties of my office, bonds bearing interest at the rate of 
4} per cent. were being rapidly sold, and within three months the 
aggregate sales of these bonds had reached the sum of $200,000,000. 
With my sanction the Secretary of the Treasury entered into a new 
contract for the sale of 4 per cent. bonds, and within thirty days after 
the popular subscription for such bonds was opened subscriptions 
were had amounting to $75,496,550, which were paid for within ninety 
days after the date of subscription. By this process, within but little 
more than one year the annual interest on the public debt was re- 
duced in the sum of $3,775,000. I recommend that suitable provision 


| be made to enable the people to easily convert their savings into Gov- 


ernment securities as the best mode in which small savings may be 
well secured and yield a moderate interest. It is an object of public 
policy to retain among our own people the securities of the United 
States. In this way our country is guarded against their sudden re- 
turn from foreign countries, caused by war or other disturbances 


| beyond our limits. 


The commerce of the United States with foreign nations, and 
especially the export of domestic productions, has of late years 
but the greater portion of this trade is con- 
The importance of enlarging our foreign 
trade, and especially by direct and speedy interchange with coun- 
tries on this continent, cannot be overestimated; and it is a matter 
of great moment that our own shipping interest should receive, to 
the utmost practical extent, the benefit of our commerce with other 
lands. These considerations are forcibly urged by all the large com- 
mercial cities of the country, and public attention is generally and 
wisely attracted to the solution of the problems they present. It is 
not doubted that Congress will take them up in the broadest spirit 
of liberality, and respond tothe public demand by practical legisla- 
tion upon this important subject. 

The report of the Secretary of War shows that the Army has been 
actively employed during the year, and has rendered very important 
service in suppressing hostilities in the Indian country, and in pre- 
serving peace and protecting life and property in the interior as well 
as along the Mexican border. A long and arduous campaign has been 


| prosecuted, with final complete success, against a portion of the Nez 
452.54, was mainly in customs duties, caused partly by a large falling | 


Percé tribe of Indians. A full account of this campaign will be 
found in the report of the General of the Army. It will be seen that 
in its course several severe battles were fought, in which a number of 
gallant officers and men lost their lives. I join with the Secretary of 
War and the General of the Army in awarding to the oflicers and men 


| employed in the long and toilsome pursuit and in the final capture of 
coin, have been $658,637,457, and the imports have been $492,097 ,540, | 
leaving a balance of trade in favor of the United States amounting | 


these Indians the honor and praise which are so justly their due. 
The very serious riots which occurred in several of the States in 

July last rendered necessary the employment of a considerable por- 

tion of the Army to preserve the peace and maintain order. In the 


| States of West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Illinois these 
| disturbances were so formidable as to defy the local and State authori- 
requisite sum for the maintenance of the sinking fund, within the | 


ties, and the National Executive was called upon, in the mode pro- 
vided by the Constitution and laws, to furnish military aid. 1 am 
gratified to be able to state that the troops sent in response to these 
calls for aid in the suppression of domestic violence were able, by the 
influence of their presence in the disturbed regions, to preserve the 
peace and restore order without the use of force. In the discharge 
of this delicate and important duty, both officers and men acted with 
great prudence and courage, and for their services deserve the thanks 
. 

Disturbances along the Rio Grande, in Texas, to which I have 
already referred, have rendered necessary the constant employment 
of a military force in that vicinity. A full report of all recent mili- 
tary operations in that quarter has been transmitted to the House of 
Representatives in answer to a resolution of that body, and it will, 
therefore, not be necessary to enter into details. I regret tosay that 
these lawless incursions into our territory by armed bands from the 
Mexican side of the line, for the purpose of robbery, have been of 
frequent occurrence, and, in spite of the most vigilant efforts of the 
commander of our forces, the marauders have generally succeeded in 
escaping into Mexico with their plunder. In May last I gave orders 
tor the exercise of the utmost vigilance on the part of our troops for 
the suppression of these raids and the punishment of the guilty par- 
ties as welltas the recapture of property stolen by them. General 
Ord, commanding in Texas, was directed to invite the co-operation of 
the Mexican authorities in efforts to this end and to assure them that 
I was anxious to avoid giving the least offense to Mexico. At the 
same time he was directed to give notice of my determination to put 
an end to the invasion of our territory by lawless bands, intent upon 
the plunder of our peaceful citizens, even if the effectual punishment 
of the outlaws should make the crossing of the border by our troops 
in their pursuit necessary. It is believed that this policy has had 
the effect to check somewhat these depredations and that, with a 
considerable increase of our force upon that frontier and the estab- 
lisment of several additional military posts along the Rio Grande, so 
as more effectually to guard that extensive border, peace may be 
preserved and the lives and property of our citizens in Texas fully 
protected. 

Prior to the lst day of July last the Army was, in accordance with 
law, reduced to the maximum of twenty-five thousand enlisted men, 
being a reduction of two thousand five hundred below the force pre- 
viously authorized. This reduction was made, as required by law, 
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entirely from the infantry and artillery branches of the service with- 
out any reduction of the cavalry. Under the law, as it now stands, 
it is necessary that the cavalry regiments be recruited to one hundred 
men in each company for service on the Mexican and Indian frontiers. 
The necessary effect of this legislation is to reduce the infantry and 
artillery arms of the service below the number required for efficiency, 
and I coneur with the Secretary of War in recommending that author- 
ity be given to reeruit all companies of infantry to at least fifty men 
and all batteries of artillery to at least seventy-five men, with the 
power in case of emergency to increase the former to one hundred 
and the latter to one hundred and twenty-two men each. 

I invite your special attention to the following recommendations 
of the Secretary of War: 

First. That provision be made for supplying to the Army a more 
abundant and better supply of reading-matter. 

Second. That early action be taken by Congress looking to a com- 
ision and republication of the Army Regulations. 

rhird. That section 1258 of the Revised Statutes limiting the number 
of officers on the retired list be repealed. 

Fourth. That the claims arising under the act of July 4, 1864, for 
supplies taken by the Army during the war be taken from the offices 
of the Quartermaster and Commissary Generals and transferred to 
the southern claims commission, or some other tribunal having more 
time and better facilities for their prompt investigation and decision 
than are possessed by these officers. 

Fifth. That Congress provide for an annuity fund for the families 


plete rev 


of deceased soldiers, as recommended by the Paymaster-General of | 


the Army. 

The report of the Secretary of the Navy shows that we have six 
squadrons now engaged in the protection of our foreign commerce, 
and other duties pertaining to the naval service. The conditions and 
operations of the Department are also shown. The total expendi- 
tures for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, were $1€,077,974.54. 
There are unpaid claims against the Department, chargeable to the 
last year, which are presented to the consideration of Congress by the 
report of the Secretary. The estimates for the fiscal year commenc- 
ing July 1, 1878, are $16,233,234.40, exclusive of the sum of $2,314,231 
submitted for new buildings, repairs, and improvements at the sev- 
eral navy-yards. The appropriations for the present fiscal year, com- 
mencing July 1, 1877, are $13,592,932.90. The amount drawn from the 
Treasury from July 1 to November 1, 1877, is $5,343,037.40, of which 
there is estimated to be yet available $1,029,528.30, showing the 
amount of actual expenditure during the first four months of the 
present fiscal year to have been $4,313,509.10. 


The report of the Postmaster-General contains a full and clear | 


statement of the operations and condition of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment. The ordinary revenues of the Department for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1877, including receipts from the money-order busi- 
ness and from official stamps and stamped envelopes, amounted to 
the sum of $27,531,585.26. The additional sum of $7,013,000 was real- 
ized from appropriations from the General Treasury for various pur- 
poses, naking the receipts from all sources $34,544,885.26. The total 


expenditures during the fiscal year amounted to $33,486,322.44, leav- | 


ing an excess of total receipts over total expenditures of $1,058,562.82, 
and an excess of total expenditures over ordinary receipts of 
$5,954,737.18. Deducting from the total receipts the sum of $63,261.84 
received from international money-orders of the preceding fise 
and deducting from the total expenditires the sum of $1,163,818.20 


paid on liabilities incurred in previous fiscal years, the expenditures | 


and receipts appertaining to the business of the last fiscal year were 

as follows: 

Expenditures 

Receipts, (ordinary, from money-order business and 
from official postage-stamps) 


$32, 322,504 24 


Excess of expenditures 4,854,180 82 


The ordinary revenues of the Post-Office Department for the year 
ending June 30, 1879, are estimated at an increase of 3 per cent. 
over those of 1877, making $29,034,098.28, and the expenditures for 
the same year are estimated at $36,427,771, leaving an estimated de- 


ficiency for the year 1879 of $7,393,672.72. The additional legislation 
recommended by the Postmaster-General for improvements of the 


mail service, and to protect the postal revenues from the abuses prac- 


consideration of Congress. 

The report of the Attorney-General contains several suggestions 
as to the administration of justice, to which I invite your attention. 
The pressure of business in the Supreme Court and in certain circuit 


courts of the United States is now such that serious delays to the | 


great injury, and even oppression, of suitors occur, and a remedy 
should be sought for this condition of affairs. 
found in the plan briefly sketched in the report, of increasing the 
number of judges of the circuit courts, and by means of this addition 
to the judicial force of creating an intermediate court of errors and 
appeals, or whether some other mode can be devised for obviating the 
difficulties which now exist, I leave to your mature consideration. 
The present condition of the Indian tribes on the territory of the 
United States, and our relations with them, are fully set forth in the 


al year, | 


| lands, not irrigable, west of the one hundredth meridian. 
ticed under existing laws, is respectfully commended to the careful | 


Whether it will be | 
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dian Affairs. After aseries of most deplorable conflicts—the succes 
ful termination of which, while reflecting honor upon the brave go). 
| diers who accomplished it, cannot lessen our regret at their oecyy. 
rence—we are now at peace with all the Indian tribes within op, 
| borders. To preserve that peace by a just and humane policy wil} }, 
| the object of my earnest endeavors. Whatever may be said of their 
character and savage propensities, of the difficulties of introducine 
among them the habits of civilized life, and of the obstacles they 
have offered to the progress of settlement and enterprise in certa;, 
parts of the country, the Indians are certainly entitled to our sympa. 
thy, and to a conscientious respect, on our part, for their claims yyo, 
our sense of justice. They were the aboriginal occupants of the Jana 
we now possess. They have been driven from place to place: the 
purchase money paid to them, in some cases, for what they calleq 
their own has still left them poor; in many instances when they had 
settled down upon land assigned to them by compact, and began to 
support themselves by their own labor, they were rudely jostled of 
and thrust into the wilderness again. Many, if not most of our Jp. 
dian wars, have had their origin in broken promises and acts of jp. 
justice upon our part; and the advance of the Indians in civilization 
has been slow because the treatment they received did not permit jt 
to be faster and more general. We cannot expect them to improy, 
and to follow our guidance unless we keep faith with them in re. 
specting the rights they possess, and unless, instead of depriving 
| them of their opportunities, we lend them a helping-hand. 

I cordially approve the policy regarding the management of Indiay 
affairs outlined in the reports of the Secretary of the Interior and of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The faithful performance of our 
promises is the first condition of a good understanding with the In. 
dians. I cannot too urgently recommend to Congress that prompt 
and liberal provision be made for the conscientious fulfillment of al! 
engagements entered into by the Government with Indian tribes, To 
withhold the means necessary for the performance of a promise, is 
always false economy, and is apt to prove disastrous in its conse- 
quences. Especial care is recommended to provide for Indians settled 
on their reservations, cattle and agricultural implements, to aid them 
in whatever efforts they may make to support themselves; and by 
the establishment and maintenance of schools to bring them under 
the control of civilized influences. I see no reason why Indians who 
can give satisfactory proof of having, by their own labor, supported 
| their families for a number of years, and who are willing to detach 
themselves from their tribal relations, should not be admitted to th: 
benefit of the homestead act and the privileges of citizenship, and I 
recommend the passage of a law to thateffect. It will be au act of jus- 
tice, as well as a measure of encouragement. Earnest efforts are being 
made to purify the Indian servive, so that every dollar appropriated 
by Congress shall redound to the benefit of the Indians, as intended. 
Those efforts will have my firm support. With an improved service, 
and every possible encouragement held out to the Indians to better 
their condition and to elevate themselves in the scale of civilization, 
we may hope to accomplish at the same time a good work for them 
and for ourselves. 

I invite the attention of Congress to the importance of the state- 
ments and suggestions made by the Secretary ot the Interior concern 
ing the depredations committed on the timber lands of the United 
States and the necessity for the preservation of forests. It is believed 
that the measures taken in pursuance of existing law to arrest those 
depredations will be entirely successful, if Congress by an appropria- 
tion for that purpose renders their continued enforcement possible. 


| The experience of other nations teaches us that a country cannot be 
| stripped of its forests with impunity, and we shall expose ourselves 


to the gravest consequences unless the wasteful and improvident man- 
ner in which the forests in the United States are destroyed be cfiect- 
ually checked. I earnestly recommend that the measures suggested 
by the Secretary of the Interior for the suppression of depredations on 
the public timber lands of the United States, for the selling of timber 
from the public lands, and for the preservation of forests, be embodied 
in a law; and that, considering the urgent necessity of enabling the 
people of certain States and Territories to purchase timber from tle 
public lands in a legal manner, which at present they cannot do, such 
a law be passed without unavoidable delay. I would also call the 
attention of Congress to the statements made by the Secretary of the 
Interior concerning the disposition that might be made of the — 
These lands 
are practically unsalable under existing laws, and the suggestion is 
worthy of consideration that a system of leasehold tenure would make 
them a source of profit to the United States, while at the same time 
legalizing the business of cattle raising, which is at present carried 
on upon them. 

The report of the Commissioner of Agriculture contains the grati- 
fying announcement of the extraordinary success which has rewarded 
the agricultural industry of the country for the past year. With the 


fair prices which obtain for the products of the soil, especially tor 
| the surplus which our people have to export, we may confidently turn 


to this as the most important of all our resources for the revival of 
the depressed industries of the country. ‘The report shows our agt- 
cultural progress during the year, and contains a statement of the 


| work done by this Department for the advancement of agricv|taral 


; | industry, upon which the prosperity of our people so largely depends 
reports of the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of In- | ; ( . 


Matters of information are included of great interest to all who seek 





\—— 
[si i. 
experience of others to improve their own methods of cultiva- 
The efforts of the Department to increase the production of 
important articles of consumption will, it is hoped, improve the de- 
mand for labor and advance the business of the country, and event- 
ually result in saving some of the many millions that are now an- 


by the 
tion. 
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puaily paid to foreign nations for sugar and other staple products | 


which habitual use has made necessary in our domestic every-day 
] 
— board on behalf of the United States executive department at 
the inte rnational exhibition of 1876, has concluded its labors. The 
final report of the board was transmitted to Congress by the Presi- 
dent near the close of the last session. As these papers are understood 
to contain interesting and valuable information, and will constitute 
the only report emanating from the Government on the subject of the 
exhibition, I invite attention to the matter, and recommend that the 
report be published for general information. 
Congress is empowered by the Constitution with the authority of 
exclusive legislation over the District of Columbia, in which the seat 
of Government of the nation is located. The interests of the District, 
having no direct representation in Congress, are entitled to especial 
consideration and care at the hands of the General Government. The 
Capital of the United States belongs to the nation, and it is natural 
that the American people should take pride in the seat of their Na- 
tional Government, and desire it to be an ornament to the country. 
Much has been done to render it healthful, convenient, and attractive, 
but much remains to be done which its permanent inhabitants are 
not able and ought not to be expected to do. To impose upon them 
alarge proportion of the cost required for public improvements, which 
are in a great measure planned and executed for the convenience 
of the Government, and of the many thousands of visitors from all 
parts of the country, who temporarily reside at the capital of the 
nation, is an evident injustice. Special attention is asked by the 
commissioners of the District in their report, which is herewith trans- 
mitted, to the importance of a permanent adjustment by Congress of 
the financial relations between the United States and the District, 
involving the regular annual contribution by the United States of its 
just proportion of the expenses of the District government, and of the 
‘outlay for all needed public improvements, and such measure of relief 
from the burden of taxation now resting upon the people of the Dis- 
trict as in the wisdom of Congress may be deemed just. 


The report of the commissioners shows that the affairs of the Dis- | library building, to preserve the treasures and enlarge the usefulness 


trict are in a condition as satisfactory as could be expected, in view | 


of the heavy burden of debt resting upon it and its very limited 
means for necessary expenses. 
The debt of the District is as follows: 


Old funded debt 


$8, 379, 691 
3.65 bonds guaranteed by the United States 


96 


Total bonded debt 
To which should be added certain outstanding claims, 
as explained in the report of the commissioners. .. 


22, 122, 941 96 
1, 187, 204 52 


Making the total debt of the District 23, 310,146 48 


The commissioners also ask attention to the importance of the 
improvement of the Potomac River and the reclamation of the 
marshes bordering the city of Washington; and their views upon 
this subject are concurred in by the members of the board of health, 


whose report is also herewith transmitted. 
sanitary interests of the District will be greatly promoted, I doubt 
not, by this improvement. 


Your attention is invited to the suggestion of the commissioners and | 


of the board of health for the organization of a board of charities, 


to have supervision and control of the disbursement of all moneys | 
I desire also to | 


for charitable purposes from the District treasury. 
ask your especial attention to the need of adding to the efficiency of 


National Treasury. This is especially just, since so large a number of 
those attending these schools are children of employés of the Govern- 
ment. I earnestly commend to your care the interests of the people 
of the District, who are so intimately associated with the Government 
establishments and to whose enterprise the good order and attractive- 
ness of the capital are largely due; and I ask your attention to the 
request of the commissioners for legislation in behalf of the interests 
intrusted to their care. The appropriations asked, for the care of the 
reservations belonging to the te ean within the city, by the 
Commissioner of Public Buildin:s and Grounds are also commended 
to your favorable consideration. 

The report of the joint commission created by the act approved 
August 2, 1876, entitled “An act providing for the completion of the 
Washington Monument,” is also herewith transmitted with accom- 
panying documents. The board of engineer officers detailed toexamine 
the monument, in compliance with the second section of the act, have 
Teported that the foundation is insufficient. No authority exists for 
making the expenditure necessary to secure itsstability. I therefore 
recommend that the commission be authorized to expend such por- 
tion of the sum appropriated by the act as may be necessary for the 

urpose. The present unfinished condition of the monument, begun so 
ong ago, is a reproach to the nation. It cannot be doubted that the 
patriotic sense of the country will warmly respond to such prompt 


13, 743, 250 00 
| political center. 
| which providence has here placed at our command to promote the 


Both the commercial and | 


longer a question. 
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provision as may be made for its completion at an early day, and I 
urge upon Congress the propriety and necessity of immediate legis- 
lation for this purpose. 

The wisdom of legislation upon the part of Congress in aid of the 
States for the education of the whole people in those branches of 
study which are taught in the common schools of the country is no 
The intelligent judgment of the country goes still 
further, regarding it as also both constitutional and expedient for the 
General Government to extend to technical and higher education 
such aid as is deemed essential to the general welfare and to our due 
prominence among the enlightened and cultured nations of the world. 
The ultimate settlement of al) questions of the future, whether of 
administration or finance, or of true nationality of sentiment, depends 
upon the virtue and intelligence of the people. It is vain to hope for 
the success of a free government without the means of insuring the 
intelligence of those who are the source of power. No less than one- 
seventh of the entire voting population of our country are yet unable 
to read and write. 

It is encouraging to observe, in connection with the growth of 
fraternal feeling in those States in which slavery formerly existed, 
evidences of increasing interest in universal education, and I shall be 
glad to give my approval to any appropriate means which may be 
enacted by Congress for the purpose of supplementing with national 
aid the local systems of education in those States and in all the States; 
and having already invited your attention to the needs of the District 
of Columbia with respect to its public-school system, I here add that 
I believe it desirable, not so much with reference to the local wants 
of the District, but to the great and lasting benefit of the entire 
country, that this system should be crowned with a university in all 
respects in keeping with the National Capital, and thereby realize the 
cherished hopes of Washington on this subject. 

I also earnestly commend the request of the regents of the Smith- 
sonian Institute that an adequate appropriation be made for the 
establishment and conduct of a national museum under their super- 
vision. 

The question of providing for the preservation and growth of the 
Library of Congress is also one of national importance. As the de- 
pository of all copyright publications and records this library has 
outgrown the provisions for its accommodation; and the erection, on 
such site as the judgment of Congress may approve, of a fire-proof 


of this valuable collection, is recommended. I recommend, also, such 
legislation as will render available and efficient for the purposes of 
instruction, so far as is consistent with the public service, the cabi- 
nets or museums of invention, of surgery, of education, and of agri- 
culture and other collections, the property of the National Govern- 
ment. 

The Capital of the nation should be something more than a mere 
We should avail ourselves of ail the opportunities 


general intelligence of the people and increase the conditions most 
favorable to the success and perpetuity of our institutions. 
R. B. HAYES. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., December 3, 1877. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
table and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That 3,000 copies of the President's message, with the reports of the 


Departments proper, and without the accompanying documents, be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
sideration of the resolution? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is not that provided for in the statute ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Let the resolution lie upon the table, to be referred 


I move that the message and papers be laid on the 


Does the Senator wish the present con- 


| sc i ae pj i rhen ¢ i » 
the public schools of the District by supplemental aid from the | to, the Comanittes en Evinting, when appointed. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. That course will be taken. 
THE FINANCE REPORT. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, submitting, in compliance with law, his annual 
report on the state of the finances for the year 1877; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter of the At- 
torney General, transmitting, in compliance with law, the annual report 
of the Department of Justice ; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Commissioner of Agriculture, submitting, in compliance with law, his 
annual report for the year 1877; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

COURT OF CLAIMS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the report of the 
clerk of the Court of Claims, communicating, in obedience to law, a 
statement of the judgments rendered by that court for the year end- 
ing December 3, 1877; which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 
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DECEMBER 3 


ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, is there anything further ta,be 
laid by the Chair before the Senate? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair has nothing further on his 
table 

Mr. CONKLING. Believing, then, that no time will be lost by such 
an order, I move that the Senate do now adjourn until Thursday 
next, at twelve o'clock. 2 

The motion was agreed to; and (at one o’clock and fifty-seven 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Thursday, December 6. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonpDaAy, December 3, 1877. 
The Speaker called the House to order at twelve o’clockm. The 
Chaplain, Rev. W. P. Harrison, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty Lord, our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the good 
providence which has spared the lives of these honored servants of 
the people and permitted them again to engage in their public 
labors at the beginning of the regular session of Congress. O God, 
we pray divine direction to them in all their efforts, in all their 
labors, that wise and prudent laws may be established, that the wel- 
fare of this whole people may be advanced, and that in every part 
of ovr common country law and peace and order may prevail. And 
may the blessings of heaven above and of the earth beneath be be- 
stowed upon all our countrymen. 

Bless the President of the United States and the Vice-President, 
the officers and members of the Senate and the officers and members 
of this body and all that are in authority in our whole country. 

© God, prosper Thou us; direct us and keep us; order all our steps 
and direct us in the paths of peace and truth and righteousness; and 
at lastin Thine eternal kingdom save us all, through the riches of 
grace, in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. Amen. 

The SPEAKER. This being the time fixed by the Constitution 
for the opening of the Forty-fifth Congress, the Clerk will pro- 
ceed to call the roll of members, so that it may be ascertained 
whether a quorum is present ; and the Clerk will also call the names 
of the Delegates from the Territories. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll; and the following members 
and Delegates answered to their names: 

MAINE. 
Llewellyn Powers. 
Eugene Hale 


Thomas B. Reed. 
William P. Frye. 
Stephen D, Lindsey. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
James F. Briggs. 
VERMONT. 
George W. Hendee. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amasa Norcross. 
George D. Robinson. 


Charles H. Joyce 
Dudley C. Denison 


Benjamin W. Harris. 
Walbridge A. Field 
George B. Loring. 
CONNECTICUT 
Levi Warner 
NEW YORK 


James W. Covert 
William D. Veeder 
Simeon B. Chittenden 
Nicholas Muller 
Anthony Eickhoff. 
Anson G. McCook 
Fernando Wood 
Abram 8S. Hewitt 
Clarkson N. Potter. 
John H. Ketcham. 
George M. Beebe 


Clement H. Sinnickson. 


John Howard Pugh 
Miles Ross 


Chapman Freeman 
Charles O' Neill 
Samuel J. Randall 
Alfred C. Harmer 
William Ward 

I. Newton Evans 
Hiester Clymer. 

A. Herr Smith, 
James B. Reilly 
Edward Overton, jr. 


Charles B. Roberts. 
Thomas Swan. 


John Goode, jr 
Gilbert C. Walker. 
Joseph Jorgensen. 


Terence J. Quinn 
Martin 1. Townsend 
Solomon Bundy. 
George A. Bagley 
William J. Bacon 
William H. Baker. 
John H. Camp. 
Jeremiah W. Dwight. 
John N. Hungerford. 
Daniel N. Lockwood. 
George W. Patterson. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Augustus W. Catler. 


Augustus A. Hardenbergh. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Jacob M. Campbell. 
William 8S. Stenger. 

Levi Maish. 

Jacob Turney. 

Russell Errett. 

Thomas M. Bayne. 
William S. Shallenberger 
Jobn M. Thompson. 
Lewis F. Watson 


DELAWARE. 

James Williams 

MARYLAND 
Eli J. Henkle 


VIRGINIA, 
John R. Tucker. 
Eppa Hunton. 
Auburn L. Pridemore. 


Jesse J. Yeates. 
Curtis H. Brogden. 
Alfred M. Waddell. 
Alfred M. Scales. 


Joseph H. Rainey. 
Richard H. Cain. 


Julian Hartridge. 
William E. Smith. 
Philip Cook. 
Henry R. Harris. 


James Tuylor Jones. 
Hilary A. Herbert. 
Jere N. Williams. 
Charles M. Shelley. 


H. L. Muldrow. 
Van H. Manning. 
H. D. Money. 


Randall L. Gibson. 
J. B. Elam. 


Milton Sayler. 
Henry B. Banning. 
Mills Gardner. 
Jacob D. Cox. 

H. L. Dickey. 
John 8. Jones. 
Charles Foster. 
Thomas Ewing. 


Andrew R. Boone. 
James A. McKenzie. 
John W. Caldwell. 
J. Proctor Knott. 
Albert S. Willis. 


James H. Randolph. 
J. M. Thornburgh. 
George G. Dibrell. 
H. Y. Riddle. 


Benoni 8S. Faller. 
Thomas R. Cobb. 
George A. Bicknell. 
Leonidas Sexton. 
Thomas M. Browne. 
Milton S. Robinson. 


William Lathrop. 
Horatio C. Burchard. 
Thomas J. Henderson. 
Thomas A. Boyd. 

B. F. Marsh. 

Robert M. Knapp. 
William M. Springer. 


Anthony Ittner. 
Nathan Cole. 

Lyne 8. Metcalfe, 
Robert A. Hatcher. 
Richard P. Bland. 
Charles H. Morgan. 
Thomas T. Crittenden. 


Lucien C. Gause. 
William F. Slemons. 


Alpheus 8. Williams. 
Edwin Willits. 

Joras H. McGowan. 
Edwin W. Keightley. 
John W. Stone. 


Robert H. M. Davidson. 


Jobn H. Reagan. 
D. B. Culberson. 
J. W. Throckmorton. 


Joseph C. Stone. 
Hiram Price. 
Theodore W. Burdick. 
Nathaniel C. Deering. 


Charles G. Williams. 
George C. Hazelton. 
Edward S. Bragg. 


Horace Davis. 
H. F. Page. 


Mark H. Dunnell. 


Walter L. Steele. 
William M. Robbins. 
Robert B. Vance. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


D. Wyatt Aiken. 

John H. Evins. 
GEORGIA. 

James H. Blount. 

William H. Felton. 


Alexander H. Stephens. 
Hiram P. Bell. 


ALABAMA. 
Robert F. Ligon. 
William H. Forney. 
William W. Garth. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
O. R. Singleton. 


Charles E. Hooker. 
J. R. Chalmers, 


LOUISIANA. 
E. W. Robertson. 


OHIO. 
Milton I. Southard. 
Nelson H. Van Vorhes. 
Lorenzo Danford. 
William McKinley, jr. 
James Monroe. 
James A. Garfield. 
Amos Townsend. 


KENTUCKY. 


John G. Carlisle. 
Joseph C. S. Blackburn. 
Milton J. Durham. 
Thomas Turner. 


TENNESSEE. 


John F. House. 
W.C. Whitthorne. 
W. P. Caldwell. 


INDIANA. 
Morton C. Hunter. 
Michael D. White. 
William H. Calkins. 
James L. Evans. 
Andrew H. Hamilton. 
John H. Baker. 


ILLINOIS. 


Thomas F. Tipton. 
John R. Eden. 

William A. J. Sparks. 
William R. Morrison. 
-William Hartzell. 
Richard W. Townshend. 


MISSOURI. 


Benjamin J. Franklin. 
David Rea. 

Henry M. Pollard. 
John B. Clark, jr. 
John M. Glover. 
Aylett H. Buckner. 


AREANSAS. 
Jordan E. Cravens. 
Thomas M. Gunter. 
MICHIGAN. 


Mark S. Brewer. 
Omar D. Conger. 
Charles C. Ellsworth, 
Jay A. Hubbell. 


FLORIDA. 
Horatio Bisbee, jr. 


TEXAS. 
R. Q. Mills. 
D. C. Giddings. 
Gustave Schleicher. 
IOWA. 


Rush Clark. 

Ezekiel S. Sampson. 
Henry J. B. Cummings. 
Addison Oliver. 


WISCONSIN. 


H. L. Humphrey. 
Thad. C. Pound. 


CALIFORNIA. 


John K. Luttrell. * 
Romualdo Pacheco. 


MINNESOTA. 
J. H. Stewart. 


OREGON. 
Richard Williams. 
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KANSAS 


William A Phillips. Thomas Ryan. 


Dudley C. Haskel 
WEST VIRGINIA. 


Benjamin Wilson. John E, Kenna. 


Benjamin F. Martin. 
NEVADA. 
Thomas Wren. 
NEBRASKA. 
Frank Welch. 


The following are the Delegates from the Territories: 


DAKOTA. 
Jefferson P. Kidder. 


ARIZONA. 
Hiram 8. Stevens. 
IDAHO. 
Stephen 8. Fenn. 
MONTANA. 
Martin Maginnis. 


WYOMING. 
William W. Corlett. 


Mr. BOYD. I desire to state that my colleague, Colonel Fort, is 
in the city, but is absent from the Hall on account of sickness. 

The SPEAKER. The roll-call shows the presence of two hundred 
and twenty-one members—more than a quorum. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that a quorum of the Senate had assembled and 
was ready to proceed to business. 

The message further announced that Mr. ANTHONY and Mr. WHYTE 
had been appointed a committee on the part of the Senate to join 
such committee 1s may be appointed by the House of Representa- 
tives to wait upon the President of the United States and inform 
him that a quorum of each House has assembled and that Congress 
is ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to make. 

NOTIFICATION OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. WOOD submitted the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Clerk inform the Senate that a quorum of the House of Rep- 
resentatives has assembled and that the House is ready to proceed to business 

NOTIFICATION OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. KNOTT submitted the following resolution; which wus read, 
considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the part of the House to 
join such committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate to wait upon 
the President of the United States and inform him that a quorum of the two Houses 
has assembled and that Congress is ready to receive any communication he may be 
pleased to make. 

The SPEAKER appointed as such committee Mr. Knott, Mr. Har- 
DENBERGH, and Mr. Cox of Ohio. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House now take a recess for ten min- 
utes. By the expiration of that time we will probably receive a re- 
port from the commifitee appointed to wait upon the President. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at twelve o’clock and 
thirty minutes p. m.) the House took a recess for ten minutes. 

The recess having expired, the House resumed its session. 

Mr. KNOTT. The committee appointed by the House to join a sim- 
ilarcommittee on the part of the Senate to inform the President of the 
United States that a quorum of the two Houses has assembled and is 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to make, have 
discharged their duty and were informed by the President that he 
was prepared to communicate his message in writing immediately. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, 
who also announced that the President had approved and signed bills 
of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 902) making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1375, and for other pur- 
poses ; 

An act (H. R. No. 1220) to provide for certain deficiencies in the pay 
ofthe Navy and the pay of the Marine Corps, and for other pur- 
poses; and 


An act (H. R. No. 1265) authorizing the change of the name of the 
ship Samuel G. Reed. 
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The Speaker laid before the House the annual message of the Pres- 
ent of the United States; which was read. 


[For message see proceedings of Senate. } 


Mr. WOOD submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That 
ments be re 


id 


the annual message of the President and accompanying docu- 
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Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 


was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to make the suggestion that 
the message of the President be printed in the REcoRD only once; 
that if it be embraced in the Senate proceedings, it shall be omitted 
from those of the House. This, the Chair understands, is customary ; 
and if there be no objection, such an order will be made. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. CLYMER submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the usual number of the message of the President and the accom- 
panying documents be printed in pamphlet form for the use of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The whole of the “accompanying documents” 
would make a very large volume. 

Mr. CLYMER. This refers only to the reports of the heads of De- 
partments. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CLYMER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred, under the law, to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That 20,000 extra copies of the President's annual message be printed 
for the use of the House. 

VENEZUELAN MIXED COMMISSION. 


My. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit to the House of Represent 
atives, if not incompatible with the public interests, the correspondence between 
the government of Venezuela and the Government of the United States since the 
adjournment of the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress, in relation to the 
Venezuelan mixed commission and the claims of citizens of the United States 
against that government which were allowed by that commission 


JUDGMENTS OF COURT CLAIMS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House the 
annual report of the clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting a 
statement of judgments rendered by said court for the year ending 
December 3, 1877; which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 


OF 


JOHN M. GOODHUE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a copy of the Adju- 
tant-General’s report on House bill No. 920, for the relief of John 
M. Goodhue; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
w. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the report of the 
Assistant Adjutant-General on House bill No. 609, for the relief of G. 
W. Jobe; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


G. JOBE. 


ISSUE OF ARMS TO TEXAS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report by the Chief 
of Ordnance on House resolution No. 15, authorizing the issue of cer- 
tain arms to the governor of Texas; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

LEAVE ABSENCE. 

Mr. NEAL, by unanimous consent, obtained an extension of his 

leave of absence until Wednesday the 5th instant. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

The Clerk read the following request : 

Mr. HamILtTon, of Indiana, asks leave to withdraw from the files of the House 
papers in the case of J. B. White. There is an adverse report dated January 8, 
1875. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule of the House this request must be 
referred to the committee which last considered the subject. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to Mr. HAMILTON for the 
withdrawal of papers in the case of James C. Pickett ; to Mr. VANCE, 
in the case of Stephen M. Honeycutt; and to Mr. DURHAM, in the case 
of C. A. Briggs and A. L. Shotwell; there being no adverse report in 
either case. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 'I will state that the papers in the case of J. B. 
White are desired for the purpose of reintroduction in connection 
with a new bill. 

Mr. CONGER. 
no objection. 

The SPEAKER. In the case where there had been an adverse 
report the Chair decided that under the rule the request must go to 
the committee which last considered the subject. 

Mr. CONGER. How was it as to the other cases? 

The SPEAKER. In neither of the other cases was there an adverse 
report. 

Mr. CONGER. But it was not stated whether the papers were to 
be referred to a committee or to be withdrawn entirely. 

Mr. DURHAM. I willstate to the gentleman so far as my request 
is concerned, the papers are to be withdrawn entirely. 


OF 


If they are to be referred to a committee, there is 
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SPEAKER. Copies being left. 
DURHAM. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. CONGER. In such cases copies should be left. 

Mr. HAMILTON. In the case of Mr. Pickett they have been referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
those papers and refer them to the Senate Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. They will afterward come back tothe House again. There has 
been no adverse report. 

The SPEAKER. The usual practice is for one committee of the 
House to borrow papers from another, on the assurance of their re- 
turn 

Mr. DURHAM. 
bei vr lef 

The SPEAKER 

Mr. HAMILTON, 

Mr. CONGER. 
the House 

Phe SI 

Mr. B 

Mr. | 
The I 


So t 


I desire to state that I have no objection to copies 
That is the usual practice. 

I have no objection to copies being left. 

Taking away papers entirely from the control of 
ms tome to be an improper practice. 

‘-EAKER. The Chair has not countenanced that. 

EEBL. I move the House adjourn. 

SLAND. I demand a division. 
louse aiy ick d, 

he motion was 
twenty 


and there were—ayes 156, noes 70, 
agreed to; and therenpon (at two o’clock and 
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC, 
Phe petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
nnoder the rule, and referred as stated : 
By Mr. CRAVENS: 
for compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 


follow ing 


By Mr. CUTLER: Papersrelating to the claim of Eliza H. Powers— | 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DANFORD: The petition of Charles Thompson and others, 
of Jefferson County, Ohio, for the equalization of the pay of Govern- 
ment employés—to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. DENISON: The petition of Andrew Burgess, William 
Roundtree, 
as firemen in the new 
mittee of Claims. 


jail in the District of Colaumbia—to the Com- 


By Mr. DURHAM: The petition of Joshua 8. Dyer, for compensa- | 
tion for aiding in the suppression of illicit distilleries—to the same | 


committee, 

bv Mr. FENN: A paper relating to the claim of the Ceur d’Aléne 
Indians—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. GAUSE: The petition of Elizabeth B. Joel and Brand Hig- 
gins, for compensation for property used by the United States Army— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr 
tional compensation for executing a contract to build a light-house 
at the entrance of Hampton Roads Harbor—to the Committee of 
Claims 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of William H. Shults, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Marais, Lake Superior—to the Committee on Commerce. 
By Mr. MANNING: Papers relating to the claims of Jordan Broad- 


way, John Carruth, Calvin Cheairs, William T. Ivie, James H. Knox, | 


Robert S 


McDonald, Willis J. Moran, Joseph N. Moran, Edmond 


Moran, Jeremiah H. Morgan, M. Robinson, Daniel T. Saunders, and | 
Richard W. Winborn, for compensation for property taken by the | 
| Therefore, 


United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MILLS: Papers relating tothe claim ef the heirs of Charles 
Fierer—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. MONEY: The petition of Elizabeth T. Connor, for compen- 
sation for property seized by United States officials—to the Commit- 
tec of Claims. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of former officers in the volunteer 
service of the Army and the present uniformed militia and citizens of 


Pennsylvania, for an appropriation for rifle practice in the Army and | 


Navy and uniformed militia—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


acknowledgments of deeds for lands lying in the District of Colum- 
bia—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of the Hamp- 
shire Paper Company and others, for a full investigation before a 


change is made in the tariff laws—to the Committee of Ways and | 


Means 


By Mr. SCHLEICHER: The petition of citizens of Western Texas, 
for aid to build the Galveston and Camargo Railway in Texas—to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Also, the petition of the Texas and Mexican Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, for aid to construct their road—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Texas, for the repeal of the check- 
stamp tax—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Texas, for the repeal of the taxes 
on banks—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of physicians of Texas, for the publication of 


the catalogue of the National Medical Library—to the Committee on 
Printing. 


He desires now to withdraw | 


Papers relating to the claim of Charles Ayliff 


| name was called. 


and John Y. Hall, for compensation for services rendered | 


HUNTON: The petition of Benjamin Chambers, for addi- | 





| ers have appointed the keeper of the eating-saloon below. 
Also, a paper relating to the bill validating and confirming certain | 
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Also, the petition of citizens of Austin, Texas, for a grant of land 
for a road to the gulf connecting with the Texas Pacitic Railway, 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. oe 

By Mr. SWANN: Memorial of W. B. Gayner, T. H. Buset, ang 9 
others, masters, mates, pilots, and engineers, for the repeal of sectio, 
4458 of the Revised Statutes and the re-enactment of the act of jx;9 
chapter 106, section 31—to the Committee on Revision of the Law. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois: The petition of citizens of Jos 
son County, Illinois, for the repeal of the resumption act, the re 
etization of silver, and for other relief—to the Committee on Bankiy é 
and Currency. 7 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, December 4, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. Harrison. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey, 


CORRECTION OF 


Mr. ELLSWORTH. I rise to a correction of the Jourial. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. My name is omitted in the call of the States, 
I was present and answered to my name. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk states the gentleman’s name was called 
the second time, but there was no response. The clerks recognize 
the fact that the gentleman was inthe Hall when bis name was called 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. The Clerk looked straight at me when wy 
[Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk looked at the gentleman to hear his 
response, but no response was heard by the clerks. 
will be made. 

The Journal, as corrected, was approved. 


THE JOURNAI 


The correction 


SALE OF LIQUOR IN THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. PRICE. Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolution: 


Whereas it is alleged that Joint Rule No. 19 of this House is being habitua 
violated and is a subject of very just complaint, not only by many persons in th: 
city of Washington, but also by persons in other cities of this Union, as will mor 
fully appear from the following letter published in one of the Baltimore papers 


“AN OPEN LETTER. 
“OFFICE OF OUR CaAust 
“23 SOUTH STREET, Novembe 
“My Dear Sir: I am positively informed by acredible witness that the disre; 
table traflic in ardent spirits has been again introduced in the Capitol building, and 
that the nation is being disgraced and acandalized thereby. My informant states 
that wines and malt liquors are sold openly in the restaurant of the Louse of Kep 
resentatives, and further, that alcoholic beverages are furnished under the guise of 
cold tea, being provided in tea-cups with sancer accompaniment. i 
formed that the same abuse is permitted in the Senate restaurant. 


r22, 1877 


I am also ir 
I address you 


; | | this letter to ask an investigation, and to solicit your co-operation in at once and 
By Mr. LOCKWOOD: The petition of merchants and vessel-owners | 
of Buflalo, New York, for the improvement of the harbor of Gr: | . se . _ 

: aoe — 7 - he harbor of Grand | of all that is good and holy, in the name of God, to aid in removing this dark stain 
| from our nation's fair record. 


forever suppressing this disreputable and damning disgrace. I appeal to you in 
behalf of the Christians and temperance men and women of our land, in be 


“Very respectfully yours, 
“ANDREW J. BOWEN, Editor, 
*‘ President Goapel Temperance Legion 
“ President Typographical Temperance Legion 
“Hon. Hiram Price, M. C., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.” 


Resolved, That the officers of this House be, and they are hereby, inatructed to 
see that Joint Rule No. 19 be immediately and strictly enforced. 


The SPEAKER. The Chairdesires to sayin this connection that he 
has always held the joint rules were in force, and notwithstanding 
the Senate have held otherwise, every day’s proceedings between 
the two Houses are conducted under a system authorized by the joint 
rules. 

In connection with this particular subject, however, former Speak- 
TheChairs 
immediate predecessor declined to exercise that right of appointing 
the keeper of the House restaurant and handed it over to the care ol 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. The present occt- 
pant of the chair declined to vary in that particular from his imme- 
diate predecessor. The committee selected two persons to take charg 
of the eating-saloon, and in the contract they stipulated no liquors 
of any description should be sold in this saloon. It will be remet- 
bered that at the last session of Congress the present occupant of the 
chair insisted upon the non-sale of any liquors or even the giving 0 
them away ; in fact, the Chair stated he would prefer to have liquors 
sold openly in preference to having them got by indirection. The 
Chair has had this complaint made to him at this session, not in such 
extravagant language as in the letter read, and in the discharge 0! 
his duty under the joint rule he has called the attention of the cha 
man of the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds to that com- 
plaint. That gentleman immediately proceeded to the occupants of 


| this saloon and informed them that unless they ceased to sell liquor, 


or even to give it away, the committee would vacate the contract 
they had already made. 
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The Chair thinks, therefore, that no fault whatever attaches to any 
eieor of this House or any committee of this House. 

: 4 he Chair further states that when he was appealed tc on a former 
jon in this connection he sent for the then occupant of the res- 
vant and he stated that liquors were sold in the other end of the 

, and that therefore to prevent their sale here was a discrim- 

‘ion against him. He stated, moreover, that he did not believe 
at the joint rules were in force, and he considered, therefore, that 
‘a Sneaker of the House had no right under the joint rules to pro- 

the sale of liquors. 

The Chair has been in conference with the Vice-President, who has 
harwe of this subject at the other end of the Capitol building, and 

Vice-President stated his purpose that in the future no liquors 

J] be sold there ; so that there will be complete harmony between 

» Vice-President and the present occupant of the chair in this 

this connection covering the entire building. 

Now, if the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. Price] or any member of 
this House can see any way in which the Chair can enforce the rule 

re strictly than he has done in this matter or better prevent the 

le omplained of, the Chair stands ready to co-operate with any such 
ember. The Chair also has given instructions to the captain of the 
. lice that if he hears of or sees any liquor being sold in the build- 

« he shall at once notify him. The Clerk will again report the 
resolution. 

he resolution was again read. 

fhe SPEAKER. The Chair further desires to say that so far as he 
is concerned himself he has no objection whatever to the passage of 
the resolution. 

Mr. PRICE. If I may be allowed just a word I want to say to the 
House, and the country through the House, that it was the furthest 
from my intention to reflect in any degree whatever upon any of the 

ficers of the House. So far as the present occupant of the chair 
s concerned, I think I know from an experience and an acquaintance 
with him in the years of the past that he is entirely in sympathy with 
the spirit of that resolution; and I am heartily glad—and if the 
dictionary furnished me a stronger word to use I would use it in that 
connection—that the Chair has to-day taken occasion to say to this 
country through the press just exactly how he feels upon that ques- 
tion, and that hereafter no person in this land can justly say that the 
oflicers of this House wink at or encourage any such practice as the 
sale of liquor in this Capitol. I am obliged to the House for having 
permitted me to say this much. 

Mr. WADDELL. I hope, after the statement made by the Chair 

n this subject, the gentleman from Iowa will withdraw the resolu- 
I desire also to express a sentiment in which I am very sure 
every democratic member of this House will heartily unite with me, 
that notwithstanding the Chair representing this House has hereto- 
fore been unable to harmonize with the Vice-President or the presiding 
oflicer of the Senate in regard to the joint rules in electing a Presi- 
dent of the United States, they have been able to harmonize in regard 
to the question of whisky in the Capitol. [Langhter.] 

Mr. COOK. I wish to say, in reference to this matter, that the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds appointed a subcom- 
mittee at the time of the selection of these men to take charge of the 
restaurant. One of that committee drew up a resolution substan- 
tially requiring that no liquors should be sold there; and so far as I 
know there has been no violation of that resolution. The attention 
of the committee was called to the subject and the committee was in 
full accord with the Speaker in carrying out that resolution. The 
subcommittee have looked after the matter and notitied the parties 
and seen that they conformed to the law. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Rules. 

Mr. PRICE, I hope that the resolution will not be referred and 
that the House will now act upon it and adopt it. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I suggest to the gentleman from Illinois that 
the reference be to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
which is the committee that properly has charge of this subject. 

Mr. SPRINGER. L accept the suggestion, and modify my motion 


so a8 to refer the resolution to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 


The SPEAKER. 
lation be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
The Chair desires to say again that he has ne objection to the passage 
of the resolution. 

Mr. PRICE. I hope the resolution will not be referred. It is one 
with which the Speaker is entirely in accord and with which the 
“Hicers of the House generally are entirely in accord, and I hope that 
seutemen on both sides of the House will assent to what is so emi- 
hently just and proper. 

The question being taken on Mr. SPRINGER’s motion to refer the 
resolution to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, there 
Were—ayes 93, noes 119. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

' he question recurred on agreeing to the original resolution ; and, 
ing taken, it was adopted. 
PICT ; i i 

Mr. PRICE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 


‘ant adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
ec. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


The gentleman from Illinois moves that the reso- | 


Il 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1779) to amend section 5258 of the Revised Statutes 
and to regulate commerce by railroad among the several States ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM 8. DAVIS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1780) granting a pension to William 8. Davis, 
late private in Company E, Thirty-first Illinois Infantry Volunteers ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL GROVE. 

Mr. BUCKNER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1781) for the relief of Samuel Grove, postmaster at Mexico, Mis- 
souri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

HARRIET NAHEM. 

Mr. BUCKNER also, by unanimous consent, introduced 4 bill (H. R. 
No. 1722) granting a pension to Harriet Nahem, widow of John Nahem, 
late of Saint Charles County, Missouri; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


TAX ON MANUFACTURED TOBACCO. 


Mr. BUCKNER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1783) to reduce the tax on manufactured tobacco and to pro- 
vide for the deficiency in the revenue occasioned by such reduction, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


DUTY ON LICORICE, 


Mr. BUCKNER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1784) to make the duty on licorice uniform; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

RECESS OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. DURHAM, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United States, (the Senate concur 
ring,) That when the House adjourns on Wednesday, December 19, 1877, it adjourn 
to meet January 10, 1878. 

BARGES AND OTHER VESSELS EXEMPT FROM ADMEASUREMENT, ETC. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1785) relating to barges or other vessels not propelled by 
steam or sail in the navigable waters of the United States to be ex- 
empt from admeasurement or enrollment, provided the vessel towing 
such barges or vessels shall be liable to produce manifests of the car- 
goes of the barges or vessels so towed to the collector of the port of 
entry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


DISABLED VESSELS IN THE WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, also, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1786) to aid vessels wrecked or disabled in the waters 
contiguous to the United States and the Dominion of Canada; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW HUFFMAN. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1787) providing for the placing of the name of Andrew Huffman 
on the pension-roll; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PAYMENT OF HOUSE EMPLOYES. 

Mr. REILLY. I ask unanimous consent to ofter the following res- 
olution for reference to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund of the House to the per 
son holding or owning the vouchers or claims therefor, one month's salary on 
account of the following named persons, to wit: Francis T. Page, H.T. Burrows, 
Frank Lamar, T. M. Schell, P. M. Higgins, and Wilmot Leach, at the same rate 


| of compensation respectively which they received while in the employ of the House 


during the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress, and who were discharged by 
reason of the reduction of the force provided for in the act entitled “ An act mak- 
ing appropriation for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment a the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, and for other purposes.”’ 
Mr. GARFIELD. 
sage at this time. 
Mr. REILLY. Then I ask unanimous consent for that purpose. 
Mr. GARFIELD. This is simply to give a month’s pay to the 


I hope that resolution will be put upon its pas- 


| crippled and disabled soldiers who have been discharged. 


Mr. EDEN. Ithink that resolution had better go to the Committee 


| of Accounts. 


The resolution was referred to the Committee of Accounts. 
WASHINGTON MARKET COMPANY. 
Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, offered the following 








] 


- 
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resolution: which was read, and referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia 


Resolved. That the Committee for the District of Columbia be, and they hereby 

5 ‘ w “0 quire 
ag agg ee * the Washington Market Company has fulfilled the conditions 
of the act of incorporation of May 20, 1870; the cost of the building erected ; 
whether said market buildings are in accord with the requirements of its charter ; 
the rents and profits derive d theref whether the rents as charged were fixed 
by the proper legal authorities whether the said company has erected all the 
market buildings as required by the act ef incorporation 

Second. Whether the said company has paid the taxes as required by the act of 
incorporation ; what sum the said corporation has paid and are now paying annu 
ally to the city of Washington, and, if any less than the sum of $25,000—provided 
for in the act of incorporation—by what authority the same has been diminished. 

rhird. To inquire by what authority the said market company has assumed con- 
trol of the open space at the intersection of Ohioand Louisiana avenues with Tenth 
and Twelfth streets, which was set apart by Congress to the city of Washington 
aa a market for the sale of country prodace in quantities from the wagons 

Fourth, Whether the said market company has failed to comply with any or all 
the conditions of its charter, and, if so, whether the same should not be repealed 

Fifth. To inquire by what legal authority the said company has abandoned pos- 
session of a part of the site included in the act of incorporation ; and report by 
bill or otherwise; and that said committee have power to send for persons and 


papers 


rom 


ADMEASUREMENT OF VESSELS. 


Mr. DANFORD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
1788) excepting vessels not propelled by sail or steam from admeas- 
urement, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MILES L. REED. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, by unanimous consent, introduced a | 


bill (H. R. No. 1789) granting a pension to Miles L. Reed, of New- 
castle, Indiana; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS DILL. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, also, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 1790) granting a pension to Thomas Dill; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

EDWIN A. LELAND. 


Mr. LAPHAM, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1791) for the relief of Edwin A. Leland; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to 
be printed, 

ELLA LONG. 


Mr. STENGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (I. R. No. 
17%2) for the relief of Ella Long; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 


V. H. M’CORMICK. 


Mr. STENGER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. | 


No. 1793) for the relief of V. H. McCormick; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

THOMAS KELLY. 

Mr. BURDICK, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1794) to provide for an increase of pension in favor of Thomas Kelly; 
which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL COMPANY. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bil (H. R. No. 1795) to incorporate the United States Commercial 
Company; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

YADKIN RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA, 

Mr. ROBBINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
17%) to provide for a survey of the Yadkin River; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

STEPHEN JOHNSON. 


Mr. ROBBINS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1797) for the relief of Stephen Johnson, of Wilkes County, North | 


Carolina; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
ANDREW WAIT. 

Mr. DWIGHT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1795) to place the name of Andrew Wait, late a private in Company 
M of the Twenty-first Regiment New York Cavalry, upon the pension- 
rolls; 
mittee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING IN LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 
Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, introdueed a 
bill (H. R. No. 1799) to provide for the purchase of a suitable building 
for the use of the United States courts held at Louisville, Kentucky : 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
SAMUEL REYNOLDS. 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous consent, introduced 


M. 


which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Com- | 
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; ir, 
a bill (H. R. No. 1800) for the relief of the sureties, &c 
M. Reynolds, late additional paymaster United States 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Cx 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

HALL COLBY. 

Mr. VEEDER, (by request,) by unanimous consent, introduced 
bill (H. R. No. 1801) for the relief of Hall Colby; which was peag . 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims , 
ordered to be printed. ’ 

MICHAEL EMMET URELL. 

Mr. VEEDER, by unanimous consent, also introduced a bil] (y R 
No. 1802) for the relief of Michael Emmet Urell, late second Jieyte, 
ant in the volunteer service of the Army; which was read a first ay, 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to \y 
printed. 


» Of Samne 
Volunteers . 
MMittee op 


and 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent that the States ana 
Territories be now called, as in the morning hour of Monday, for thp 
introduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference only, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. Before that is agreed to, I would jp. 
| quire of the Chair at what time the Senate bills now lying on tly 

Speaker’s table can be taken up and disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to proceed to business on the Speaker's 
table will be in order after the morning hour. 

There being no objection, the proposition was agreed to. 

MIRIAM A. STAPLES. 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1803) granting a pensioy 
to Miriam A. Staples, widow of Charles H. Staples, late a private ip 
Company H Seventh Vermont Volunteer Infantry; which was reai 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pep. 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

ADMEASUREMENT OF 


VESSELS. 
Mr. PHELPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1°04) relating to vessels 
not propelled by sail or steam; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
| printed. 
TWENTY-FIRST NEW YORK CAVALRY. 
| Mr. DWIGHT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1805) for the payment of 
| traveling expenses incurred by the Twenty-first Regiment New York 
Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Con- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
LUCY E. ROBINSON. 
| Mr. CAMP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1806) granting a pension to 
| Luey E. Robinson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
PRICE W. BAILEY. 
Mr. CAMP also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1807) for the relief of 
Price W. Bailey ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PRINTING AND ENGRAVING OF GOVERNMENT ISSUES. 

Mr. POTTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1808) in relation to print- 
ing and engraving the Government issues ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
and ordered to be printed. 


| WILLIAM H. SHULTIS. 

Mr. KETCHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1809) granting a pen- 
sion to William H. Shultis, late of Company K, Fourteenth Regi- 
ment, New York Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


MARY WALSH. 
Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1810) for the 
relief of Mary Walsh; which was read a first and second time, re 


ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

Mr. PUGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1811) donating condemned 
cannon to Bayard Post, No. 8, Grand Army of the Republic, of Tret- 
ton, New Jersey, to be placed in a lot in Greenwood Cemetery, Tren- 
ton, held as a free burial place for ex-soldiers, sailors, and marines; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

EMMA BAADER. 

Mr. PEDDIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1812) granting a pension 
to Emma Baader; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ABANDONED RAILROAD ROUTES. 

Mr. PEDDIE also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1813) for the reliet 
of citizens at or near the route of any railroad that has ceased, ot 
may cease to operate; which was read a first and second time, Tf 
| ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
AMELIA SMITH. 

Mr. PEDDIE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1814) granting 4 
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psion to Amelia Smith, widow of Jeremiah Smith, lieutenant com- 
Se nder of the United States Navy; which was read a first and sec- 
= time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
0 ? 
to be printed. 
FLORENCE V. MOORE. 


Mr. WARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1815) granting a pension to 


Florence V. Moore ; which was read a first and second time, referred | 


+» the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
tol 
ANNA H. NONES. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1816) 
santing a pension to Anna H. Nones; which was read a first and sec- 
to be printed. 

CHARLES W. BUTTON. 

Mr. TUCKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1817) to pay to Charles 
W. Button the cost of advertising property levied on by the collector 
of the United States internal revenue in the fifth district of the State 
of Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
(onmittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE CHRISMAN. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


1818) for the relief of George Chrisman, executor of George H. Chris- 
man, deceased ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HUGH L. GALLAHER. 

Mr. HARRIS also (by request) introdyced a bill (H. R. No. 1819) 
for the relief of Hugh L. Gallaher; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

; GOVERNMENT REVENUES, PUBLIC CREDIT, ETC. 

Mr. BROGDEN. I ask unanimous consent to introduce for adop- 
tion now the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the President's message as relates to the revenues and 
expenditures of the Government, the maintaining of the public credit, and the 
retunding of the public debt be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. This resolution is not in order under the present 
call. 

J. C. M’BURNEY. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1820) for 
the relief of J. C. McBurney ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES MULKEY. 

Mr. COOK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1821) for the relief of Charles 
Mulkey, late postmaster at Butler, Georgia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES A. STEWART. 

Mr. CANDLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1822) for the relief of 
James A. Stewart, of Fulton County, Georgia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SOUTHERN CLAIMS. 


Mr. GARTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1823) to refer the claims | 


of certain citizens of the counties of Madison, Limestone, Lawrence, 
Lauderdale, and Franklin, of the State of Alabama, therein named, 
to the commissioners of claims for re-examination and report ; which 
was read a first and secoyd time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PROCEEDS OF COTTON SEIZED. 

Mr. MONEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1824) to amend the fifth 
section of the act of May 18, 1872, relating to the return of the net 
proceeds of cotton seized after the 30th of June, 1865; which was read 
4 first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. HESTER F. NEELEY. 


Mr. CHALMERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1825) for the relief of 
Mrs. Hester F. Neeley, of Warren County, Mississippi; which was read 


afirst and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF BANKRUPT LAWS. 


Mr. MANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1826) to amend the sev- 
= a in reference to bankruptcy, as amended by an act approved 
June 22, 1874; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

; D. W. M’CLUNG. 

. GARDNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1827) for the relief of 
». V. McClung, of Woodsdale, Butler County, Ohio; which was read 
4 rst and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN C. LINDSEY. 


_Mr. GARFIELD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1828) 


granting a pen- 
sion to John C. Lindsey ; : . 


which was read a first and second time, 
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referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ASSISTANT SURGEON ARCH B. CAMPBELL, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

Mr. BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1829) to fix the relative 
rank of Assistant Surgeon Arch B. Campbell, United States Army ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MOHAMMED KAHN, 


Mr. KNOTT (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1830) for the 
relief of Mohammed Kahn, otherwise John Ammahoe, late private of 


. ; ’ | Company A, Forty-third New York Volunteers; which was read a 
~ 1 time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered | 


first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN AMMAHAIE OR JOHN AMMAHE. 


Mr. KNOTT also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1831) ex- 
planatory of an act directing the Second Auditor to settle the pay and 
bounty account of John Ammahaie or Ammahe, passed June 30, 1876; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 


| War Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


PLEASANT H. LEPPEN. 
Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1832) for the relief of 


| Pleasant H. Leppen, of Fentress County, Tennessee ; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 
TAX ON INCOMES. 

Mr. DIBRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1833) levying a tax on 
incomes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

JURISDICTION OF UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1834) to increase the 
jurisdiction of United States commissioners; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CONVEYANCE LAND TO VINCENNES. 

Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1835) authorizing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to convey certain lands to the 
city of Vincennes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES CALAWAY. 

Mr. COBB also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1836) granting a pen- 
sion to James Calaway ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


OF 


REMOVAL OF CAUSES. 


Mr. COBB also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1837) to amend section 
1 of an act entitled “An act to determine the jurisdiction of circuit 
courts of the United States, and to regulate the removal of causes 
from State courts, and for other purposes ;” which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
61) proposing an amendment to the Constitution forbidding the as- 
sumption or payment of any claim for loss or damage growing out of 
the taking, use, or destruction of property during the late war of the 
rebellion; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. _~ 

At Mr. BAKER’s request the joint resolution was read ivértenso. 

SPECIAL COUNSEL IN CENTENNIAL CASE. 

Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1838) relating to com- 
pensation of special counsel for the United States in the Supreme 
Court in the centennial case; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SECTION 4717 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1839) to repeal sec- 
tion 4717 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENTS OF OHIO RIVER. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1840) for the im- 
provement of the channel of the Ohio River at Grand Chain, in the 
State of Illinois; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

STEPHEN M. PIERCE. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1841) granting a 
pension to Stephen M. Pierce, late private Company G, Thirteenth 
Regiment Illinois Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, 


| referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


printed. 
HENRY GROSSMANN. 
Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1842) granting 
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a pension to Henry Grossmann, late private Company G, One hundred 
and fiftv-fourth Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and orde red to be printed. 


LUCINDA BARRETT. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bi'l (H. R. No. 1843) granting a 
pension to Lucinda Barrett, widow of Thomas L. Barrett, late private 
Company M, Sixth Illinois Cavalry; which was read a trst and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed 

CURRENCY. 

Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1544) to substi- 
tute greenbacks for the issues of the national-banking associations, 
and to pay to said associations the fall amount of all the bonds depos- 
ited by them in the Treasury of the United States in accordance with 
the terms of the contract expressed upon the face of said bonds, and 
the bonds so redeemed to be canceled, &c.; which was read a first 
und second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, and ordered to be printed, 


IMPROVEMENT OF QUINCY HARBOR, 


Mr. KNAPP introduced a bill (H.R. No. 1845) for the improvement 
of the harbor of Quiney, Illinois; 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed 


BRANCH MINT AT QUINCY. 


Mr. KNAPP also introduced a bill (HH. R. No. 1846) to provide for 
the establishment of a branch mint of the United States at the city 
of Quincy, in the State of Illinois ; 
time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
and ordered to be printed 


EDWARD T. BROWNELL. 


Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1847) for the relief 
of Edward T. Brownell; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MISSOURI AND KANSAS RIVERS. 

Mr. FRANKLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1848) for the improve- 
ment of the Missouri and Kansas Rivers at and near the junction of 
the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


on 


WILLIAM LETT. 

Mr. REA introdaced a bill (H. R. No. 1349) granting a pension to 
William Lett, late a private in Company C, First Regiment Tennessee 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Lnvalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


EVELINE HUNT. 
Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (11. R. No. 1850) for the relief of 
Eveline Hunt; which was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOSEPH W. MURPHY. 

Mr. MORGAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1851) for the relief 
of Joseph W. Murphy; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RILEY KINMAN. 

Mr. GAUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1852) for the relief of Riley 
Kinman; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed, 

BRANCH MINT Al 


SAINT LOUIS, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1853) to establish | 


a branch mint of the United States at Saint Louis, Missouri; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Coin- 
age, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 
JESSE W. BUCHANAN. 
Mr. CRAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1854) for the relief 


of Jesse W. Buchanan, late first lieutenant Third Michigan Cavalry | 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the | 


Volunteers ; 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
JOHN C. RAY. 


Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1855) for the relief | 


of John C. Ray; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM MOSS. 
Mr. SLEMONS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1856) making an ap- 


propriation to pay William Moss, of Arkansas, for extra mail services; | 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


ELIZABETH LUTZ, 


Mr. KEIGHTLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1857) for the relief 


of Elizabeth Lutz; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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which was read a first and second | 
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JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN MICHIGAN, 


Mr. HUBBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1858) to divide 
State of Michigan into three judicial districts and to esta))is), he 
northern district of Michigan; which was read a first and second t ra 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to je pr ae 

GENERAL AMNESTY. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1859) providi; ~= 
general amnesty; which was read a first and second time. om 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I would like to put that bill UPON its pass 
if I could do so, q 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be done under this cal]. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to be printed. 


and order 


GEORGE M’DERMOTT. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1860) for the relieg,; 
George McDermott ; which was read a first and second time, refery 
to the Committec on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 

RAILROAD FROM SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1861) to hen, 
the construction of a line of railroad from San Antonio, Texas, to , 
point at or near Eagle Pass or such other point as may be found 
most practicable on the Rio Grande; which was read a first 4 
second time, referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, a 
ordered to be printed. 

HENRY FOLCKNER. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1262) to contiry 

the title of Henry Folckner to a certain tract of land in the Territory 


. | of New Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred ; 
which was read a first and second | 


the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
RAPHAEL M. MILLER. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1863) for the pe. 
lief of Raphael M. Miller, of Brownsville, Texas ; which was read 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed, 

LOSSES SUSTAINED BY CITIZENS OF TEXAS. 
Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1864) to provid 


for ascertaining the losses sustained by citizens of Texas by reaso: 


| of Indian and Mexican depredations; which was read « first 


second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ord red 
to be printed. 
HEIRS OF ALEXANDER ROSEY. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1865) for the 
relief of the heirs of Alexander Rosey ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

HARBORS OF WESTERN TEXAS. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1866) making 
appropriations for the improvement of the harbors of Western Texas; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

REORGANIZATION OF PAY DEPARTMENT, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1867) to re 
organize the Pay Department of the Army ; which was read a tint 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

E. P. CLANDON. 
Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1868) for the 


| relief of E. P. Clandon, of Brownsville, Tex4s; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 
ADAM HINE. 
Mr. STONE, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1869) for the re- 
lief of Adam Hine, of Keokuk, lowa; which was read a first and 


| second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 


to be printed. 
SETTLERS ON LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. LUTTRELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1570) for 
the relief of settlers on certain lands in the State of California; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on I 
vate Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LANDS IN SAN MATEO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1871) to authoriz 
the correction of boundaries of certain lands in San Mateo County, 
California; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC CLARK. 
Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1872) authorizing t 


| Commissioner of Pensions to place upon the pension-rolls the name 


of Isaac Clark, private in Company F, Fifty-seventh United States 
Colored Troops ; which was read a first and second time, referred 1 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
COLORED TEAMSTERS. | 
Mr. PHILLIPS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1873) authorizing 
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the Third Auditor of the Treasury Department to audit the claims of 
ertain colored teamsters for pay ; which was read a first and second 
sane, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 


ted. 
o SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO. 


Mr. WILSON presented a a resolution of the Legislature of 
West Virginia, in regard to the sale of leaf-tobacco; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DESTRUCTION OF ROADS AND BRIDGES IN WEST VIRGINIA. 

Mr. WILSON also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
West Virginia, asking an appropriation to reimburse the State of 
West Virginia for destruction of roads and bridges by the military of 
the United States Government ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MONUMENT AT MOUNT PLEASANT, WEST VIRGINIA. 


Mr. KENNA presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of West 
Virginia, asking an appropriation to aid in the erection of a monu- 
ment to commemorate the battle of Point Pleasant, fought in 177 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MONONGAHELA RIVER. 

Mr. MARTIN presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
West Virginia, asking the Federdl Government to aid in the improve- 
ment of the Monongahela River; which was referred to the Com- 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN NEVADA, 


Mr. WREN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1874) in relation to the public 
lands in the State of Nevada; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. | 


E. A. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1875) for the relief of 
E. A. Williams; which was read a tirst and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

TIMBER IN WYOMING. 


Mr. CORLETT presented a joint resolution and memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of Wyoming Territory, praying for such legis- 
lation by Congress as will enable the people of said Territory to ac- 
quire the right to utilize the timber resources of the Territory to 
such an extent as their wants and the demands of internal improve- 


ment may require ; which was referred to the Committee on the Ter- | 


ritories, and ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKBR. There are some gentlemen present who were not 
in their seats when their States were called for the introduction of 
bills. If there be no objection, the Chair will now recognize them 
to introduce bills and joint resolutions for reference only. 

There was no objection. 

ASA JOHNSTON. 
Mr. HERBERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1876) for the relief of 


Asa Johnston, of Conecuh County, Alabama; which was read a first | 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 


NORTH LANDING RIVER AND CURRITUCK SOUND. 


improvement of the North Landing River and Currituck Sound, on 
the line of inland navigation from Chesapeake Bay to Albemarle 
Sound; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

PORTS OF ENTRY. 


Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1878) to amend sec- 
ions 2517, 2997, and 2723 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
relating to the Treasury Department ; which was read a first and sec- 
oud time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

TRANSPORTATION OF MAILS. 

Mr. WADDELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1879) to amend para- 
gtaph 2, section 3964 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ROBERTS. 
for action a bill which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

a SPEAKER. The Chair cannot ask consent for that under this 

Mr. ROBERTS. I thought the call was completed. 

The SPEAKER. It is not quite completed yet. 

Mr. YOUNG. I hold in my hand the petition of fifty thousand 
citizens of the Mississippi Valley, asking of Congress such legislation 
and appropriation as will 

188issippi. 
out the names. 


The SPEAKER. That request is not now in order. 


I ask unanimous consent to introduce at this time | 


prevent the overflow of lands along the | 
I ask that the petition be printed in the REcoRD with- | 
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JOHN F. M’KENNEY. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1880) for the relief of John 
F. MeKenney, of the city of Memphis; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MOSBY & HUNT. 


Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1881) for the relief of 
Messrs. Mosby & Hunt, of Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SWAMP-LAND INDEMNITY SCRIP. 

Mr. SPRINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1882) to authorize the 
several States in certain cases to locate swamp-land indemnity scrip 
and to surrender the swamp-land indemnity scrip which may have 
been or may be issued in pursuance of law, and receive in lieu thereof 
$1.25 per acre for said scrip so surrendered; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ZENUS HERRICK. 

Mr. POWERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1883) granting a pen- 
sion to Zenus Herrick; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DANIEL COLBERT. 


Mr. LORING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1884) for the relief of 
Daniel Colbert, of Marblehead, Massachusetts; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SPECIE PAYMENTS. 


Mr. POUND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1885) to amend the third 
section of the act entitied “ An act to provide for the resumption of 
specie payments ;” which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MRS. EMILY H. LYFORD. 

Mr. SINNICKSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1886) granting a 
pension to Mrs. Emily H. Lyford; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

POLITICAL 


Mr. ROBERTS. I ask unanimous consent to introduce for present 
consideration a bill to remove the political disabilities of John T. 
Mason, of Maryland. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I object. 

OVERFLOWED LANDS ON THE 


Mr. YOUNG. Idesire to present the petition of fifty thousand cit- 
izens of the Mississippi Valley, extending from Saint Paul to the 
Gulf, asking speedy congressional action for the purpose of reclaim- 
ing from overilow the alluvial lands of the Mississippi River and 
tributary streams. I ask unanimous consent that this petition be 
referred to the Committee on the Mississippi River and Levees, and 
be ordered to be printed in the RECORD without the names. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

The petition is as follows: 


DISABILITIES OF JOHN T. MASON. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


; oe : 7 a ; | To the honorable Congress of the United States : 
Mr. GOODE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1877) to provide for the | ; ; 


The undersigned desire to respectfully present to your honorable body the im- 


| portance of reclaiming from overflow the alluvial lands of the Mississippi River 
| and tributary streams, and to urge such speedy congressional action as will be 


necessary to accomplish that object within the shortest period possible. We are 


| fully persuaded that, if our Senators and Representatives in Congress were correctly 


advised of the vast importance of protecting these fertile lands from annual in- 
undation and the great benefits that would follow, not only to that immediate re- 
gion, but to the entire country, they would promptly enact such legislation as would 
insure an early completion of the work. 

There is no public enterprise which the Government could aid with so much jus- 
tice and propriety as this one, nor is there one that could be undertaken at so 
small an expense, from which such immense profit to the agricultural and com- 
mercial interests of the whole country would result. It is in no sense a local en- 
terprise, for the benefit of either a cor poration or small community of private indi- 
viduals, but its scope and extent embrace interests and cover an extent of terri- 
tory of suflicient magnitude to make it eminently national in its character. This 
will be the more apparent when the following facts are even briefly examined and 
considered: The region of country subject to overflow lies in the States of LIli- 
nois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana, and 
embraces within its area about twenty-four million eight hundred thousand acres 
of the richest and most productive corn, cotton, rice, and sugar lands in the whole 
world. If these lands were protected from the flood of water which annually flows 
over them, they would be quickly put in cultivation, and by a very moderate com- 
putation it may be safely estimated that in less than five years the production of 
our three great agricultural staples, cotton, rice, and sugar, would be increased 
more than 50 per cent. Cotton is the commodity which more than all others con- 
tributes to our commercial prosperity and gives us a substantial basis of wealth 
not possessed by any other country or people. The bill lands of the Southern 
States, upon which a large portion of the cotton crop has heretofore been gfown, 
is becoming so much exhausted that in a few years their cultivation in cotton will 


| have to be abandoned, and the decrease in this valuable and important product 


will be materially felt upon the tinances of the country. Our exportation of all 
articles now amounts to about $640,000,000 in value; by reclaiming the alluvial lands 
of the Mississippi delta from overfiow, the exportation of cotton, sugar, and rice, 
alone, could easily be made to exceed this entire sum 

The action by Congress, here sought. to be had, reclaims from a wilderness and 
makes fit for cultivation an empire of agricultural wealth which, when developed, 
will increase the material resources of the country millions of dollars. The work is 
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of such @ character that it is impossible for it to be accomplished by the efforts and 
resources of individuals, but must be done under authority and with the means of 
the Genera! Government. We therefore respectfully ask that your honorable body 
adopt such legislation at your next session as will give safety and protection to 
those districts of country that are subject to annual overflow. 


JAMES D. HOLMAN. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I ask unanimous consent that the bill 
(8. No, 290) for the relief of James D. Holman be taken from the 
Speaker's table and referred to the Committee of Claims. 
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There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker's | 


table, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims 


RAILING THE HALL. 


Mr. HARDENBERGH. I ask unanimous consent to present at this 
time resolutions which I have been instructed to report by the com- 
mittee appointed to make inquiry as to the propriety of a railing for 
the protection of members sitting upon the outer circle of seats. 

Ihe resolutions were read, as follows: 

} ed, That the architect of the Capitol be instructed to have a metallic rail- 

s described in the accompanying plan, erected at a distance of eighteen int hes 
i the outer platform of seats; said railing not to interferein any way with the 
passage Ways as at present used to the desks of members; nor shall any gates be 
iflixed to said railing 


Resolved, That the expense of aaid railing be paid from the contingent fund of 
the House 


AROUND SEATS IN 


Chere being no objection, the resolutions were considered and 
ited 
Mr. HARDENBERGH moved to reconsider the vote by which the 


ado] 


DECEMBER 4 


a 


withdrawn, with two good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the Comp 
sioner of Internal Revenue, and conditioned that the whele quantity of alcobot . 
withdrawn from bond shall be used for the purposes above specified, and ne 
other, and that the said president or curator shall comply with such other peoy;.. 
ments and regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 4y,) < 
any alcohol so obtained is used by any officer, as aforesaid, of such institution f. 
any purposes other than that above a then the said officer or sureties eh." 
pay the tax on the whole amount of alcohol withdrawn from bond, togeth, 

a like amount as a penalty in addition therete. 


aha 


Mr. CLARK, of Iowa. This bill was introduced on my motion, aya 
the most obvious explanation of the proposition now pending js th: 
it merely cures the legislation already existing. As a matter of |». 
and as it has been ruled by the Departments, various institutions ,: 
States are not embraced under the terms of that section of the st 


atute 


| for example, the agricultural department of North Carolina, thes 


university of Iowa and I suppose also of Kansas and Michigay, 1), 
agricultural college of Iowa, and all institutions not chartered or jy. 
corporated but existing as departments of a State government, T), 
object of the bill is to bring them within the benetits of the existiy, 


| Statute. 


| House it was very thoroughly considered by the committee, 


resolutions were adopted; and also moved that the motion to recon- | 


sider be laid on the table. 
rhe latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER 


OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. TUCKER. 1 call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the morning 
hour now begins at half past one o'clock; and the business in order 
is the call of committees for reports. 

Mr. WOOD. I yield to my colleague on the Committee of Ways 
and Means from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER. ] 


ALCOROL FOR 


I am instructed by the Committee of Ways and 


SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES. 


Mr. TUCKER. 


Means to report back the bill (H. R. No, 1448) to extend the provisions | ordered to be printed. 


of section 3297 of the Revised Statutes to other institutions of learn- 
ing, with a substitute. 

The SPEAKER. There being no objection, the substitute will 
be considered as an original bill and the substitute only will be read. 

There was no objection. 

rhe Clerk read the substitute as follows: 
Anact (II. R. No. 1887) to extend the provisions of section 3297 of the Revised Stat 
utes to other institutions of learning. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is 
hereby, authorized to grant permits, as provided for in section 3297 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States passed at the first session of the Forty-third Con- 
gress, to any scientific university or college of learning, created and constituted 
such by any State or Territory under its laws, though not incorporated or char- 
tered, upon the terms and subject to the same restrictions and penaltics already 
provided by said section 3297 , 


may be executed by any oflicer of such university or college, or by any other per- 
son for it, and on its behalf, with two good and sufficent sureties, upou like condi- 
tions, and to be approved as by said section is provided. 

Mr. CLYMER. 
the bill. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Let the report from the committee be read. 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir; let the report be read. 

Phe Clerk read as follows: 


IT hope the gentleman will explain the nature ef 


The Committee of Ways and Means to whom Hovee bill 1448 has been referred, 
report thereon— 
rhat section 3297 of the Revised Statutes applies only to incorporated and char- 
ed institutions, colleges, and universities ; 
the bill referred to the committee is intended to embrace such institutions, col- 
leges, and universities, as are created or may exist by the laws of any State or 
Territory : : f 

The committee are informed that in some States there are State universities and 
colleges, which are constituted by State laws, but as part of the governmental 
organism, and without independent existence undercharters of incorporation 


ter 


Mr. POTTER. 

The SPEAKER. 
Means. 

Mr. POTTER. 

Mr. TUCKER. 


From what committee does this come? 
It is a report from the Committee of Ways and 


Is it a unanimous report ? 
It is a unanimous report; and I will state to thy 


The 
section just read was extended guardedly only to such institutions as 


were created and instituted as part of the governmental organism of 
some State and not instituted by virtue of acts of incorporation. That 
was the simple purpose of the bill. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 


| being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed 


Mr. TUCKER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CITY OF MACON, GEORGIA. 

Mr. WARNER, from the Committee of Claims, reported a bill (H. 
R. No. 183) for the relief of the city of Macon, Georgia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 


DAVID W. CHEESEMAN. 
Mr. WARNER also, from the Committee of Claims, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 1889) for the relief of David W. Cheeseman, of Lake City, 
in Lake County, in the State of Oregon; which was read a first and 


| second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 


Provided further, That the bond required thereby | 


Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 
SUSAN ROBB. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 847) for the 
relief of Susan Robb; and the same was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be printed 

JOHN WHITTAKER. 

Mr. REAGAN, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back 

the bill (H. R. No. 1137) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 


| to adjust the claim of John Whittaker against the United States of 


Amending the proposed bill so as te limit its provisions to scientific universities | 


and colleges of learning so constituted, the committee report an amended bill, 
which they recommend do pass 


All of which is respectfully reported 

Che SPEAKER. Without objection the bill will be considered as 
having been read a first: id second time, and the question will be on 
its engrossment and thir: reading. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I should like, Mr. Speaker, to have the section of 
the Rev ised Statutes read to which reference is made. 

Mr. TUCKER. I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read section 3297 
of the Revised Statutes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


3297 of the Treasury is authorized to grant permits to any 
incorporated or chartered scientific institution or college of learning to withdraw 


alcohol in specified quantities from bond without payment of the internal-revenue 
tax on the same, ‘ 


sole purpose of 


Se The Secretary 


I preserving specimens of anatomy, physiology, or natural history 
belonging to such institution, or for use inits chemical laboratory : Provided, That 
application for permits shall be made by the president or curator of such institu- 
tion, who shall file a bon for double the amount of the tax on the alcohol to be 


or on the spirits from which the alcohol has been distilled, for the | 


America, and moved that the committee be discharged from the fur 
ther consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NAVIGATION OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. REAGAN. I am also instructed by the Committee on Com- 
merce to report back with an amendment the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 56) relative to reservoirs to promote the navigation of the Mis 
sissippi River. As this resolution simply calls for infermation from 
the War Department I would like, if such be the pleasure of the 
House, to have it passed this morning. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows : 


Whereas in the preliminary report of Major F. U. Farquhar, relative to reser 
voirs upon the headwaters of the Mississippi River, submitted February 4, !* 
the practicability of creating such adequate reservoirs for the purpose of contr 
ling extreme floods and regulating the volume of water in the Upper Mississipp! 
River is fully established, it appearing trom said report that said reservoirs wt 
command a water-shed of twenty thousand square miles and hold ninety-six and @ 
half billion cubie feet of water, less than one-half of which will maintain a go 
navigable stage of water untilduly 1, the low-water season not occurring unt 
later, and one-half of the residue, discharged at the rate of twenty-five hundred 
cubic feet per second, for one hundred and fifty-three days of low water, wi 
insure good navigation for the entire season; and — 

Whereas it is alleged by parties familiar with the geography and topography o 
the headwaters of the Saint Croix, Chippewa, and Wisconsin Rivers (tributanes 
of the Mississ River) that a much ee area of flowage and water-shed can 
be secured by means of dams at the headwaters of said rivers, and at considera'y 
less cost, which will ve the donble purpose of regulating and improving the 
navigation of said tributaries as well as the Mississippi: Therefore 

Resolved. &c., That the Secretary of War be, and ho is hereby, requested to make 
such preliminary examination of the headwaters of the Saint Croix. ¢ hippewa, 
and Wisconsin Rivers in the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin as is consistent 


rye 


| with his service, to determine the extent and practicability of reservoirs apo? the 


j 


| 


same, and report to this Congress the result of such examination, together wine 
compilation of all information and reports in his office bearing upon the subject @ 
reservoirs, by February 15 proximo, or as early thereafter as practicable. 








The amendment of the committee was as follows: 


aie the joint resolution add the following : , 
= ata bo: the estimated amount and character of the lands which 
a be submerged by such reservoirs. 






The amendment was agreed to. 
Phe joint resolution, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and 
1 . third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
read a tu 
nird time, and passed. 


Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso- 








laid on the table. 
[he latter motion was agreed to. 


et 






OATH OF OFFICE, 
Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back, 







c he bill was read, as follows: 





Be it enacted, &c., That hereafter every pereee elected or appointed to any office 
orplace of honor or profit, eitherin the civil, military, or naval service of the United 
<ttes of America, excepting the President, shall, before entering upon the duties 
¢ ench office, and before being entitled to any part of the salary or emoluments 
woof, take and subscribe the following oath ; that is to say: 
, 2B. do solemnly swear (or aflirm) that I will support and defend the Consti- 
United States of America, and the Government instituted in pursu- 
ance of, against all enemies, foreign and domestic ; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance tothe same; that I take this oath freely, without any mental reserv- 
, or purpose of evasion ; and that I will welland faithfully discharge the duties 
of the oftice on which I am about to enter according to my best skill and ability : 
— rs + 1756 and 1757 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, and 
all laws and clauses of laws coming in conflict with this act, be, and the same are 
: aes i oe tinis act shall be in force and effect from and after its passage. 

The amendment of the committee was as follows: 

In line 12, strike out the words “and the government instituted in pursuance 
thereof.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question was on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Is that the report of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee ? 

The SPEAKER. 4t is. 

Mr. PATTERSON. It seems to me they have got a good deal more 
in there than is actually necessary. The form of oath is nearly if 
not quite as long as the oath that was administered to the members 
of Congress on this side of the House. But it is an improvement 
upon what is now upon the statute-book. If that is the unanimous 
opinion of the committee, I, of course, shall not object to it. But I 
think the form of oath is mueh longer than is necessary under all 
the circumstances. 

Mr. FRYE. I move the previous question on the passage of the 
bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof, the bill, as amended, was passed. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
gy and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. The bills I now send to the desk are all bills relating 
to the same subject as that which has just been passed, and therefore 
I report adversely upon them, and move that they be laid upon the 
table. I ask the Clerk to read the titles of those bills. 

The Clerk read the titles, as follows : 

The bill (H. R. No. 284) repealing section 1756 of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States, and prescribing an official oath; 

The bill (H. R. No. 180) to repeal the act of July 2, 1862, and such 
sections of the Revised Statutes of the United States as perpetuate 
the oath prescribed in said act; 

The bill (H, R. No. 260) to repeal the laws requiring the test oath, 
and for other purposes; and 

The bill (H. R. No. 237) to prescribe and establish a form of oath or 
afirmation to be taken and subscribed by members of Congress be- 
fore entering upon the duties of their office. 

Mr. FRYE. I move that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the several bills the titles ot which have 
been read, and that they be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 






















































TEST OATH FOR JURORS. 
Mr. FRYE. I am also instructed by the Committee on the Judi- 






test oath for jurors, to report a substitute therefor, namely, a substi- 
tute for House bills Nos. 236, 258, 259, 276, and 617. 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the substitute will be 
treated as a new bill. 
. There was no objection, and the bill (H. R. No. 1890) to repeal sec- 
lon 820 of the Revised Statutes of the United States was received 
and read a first and second time. 
en bill, which was read, repeals section 820 of the Revised Statutes 
© United States. The second section provides that it shall take 
t and be in force from and after its passage. 


Vil——2 









iwrion was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be | 


) an amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5) prescribing the oath of | 


Clary, to whom were referred sundry bills relative to the subject of the | 
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Mr. FRYE. I desire the Clerk to read the eight hundred and twen- 
tieth section of the Revised Statutes. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Sec. 820. The following shall be causes of disqualification and challenge of grand 
and petit jurors in the courts of the United States, in addition to the causes exist- 
ing by virtue of section 812, namely: Without duress and coercion to hage taken 
up arms or to have joined any insurrection or rebellion against the United States ; 
to have adhered to any insurrection or rebellion, giving it aid and comfort ; to have 
given, directly or indirectly, any assistance in money, arms, horses, clothes, ot 
anything whatever, to or for the use or benefit of any person whom tho giver of 
such assistance knew to have joined, or to be about to join, any insurrection or 
rebellion, or to have resisted, or to be about to resist, with force of arma, the exe- 
cution of the laws of the United States, or whom he had good ground to believe to 
have joined or to be about to join any insurrection or rebellion, or to have resisted, 
or to be about to resist, with force of arms, the execution of the laws of the United 
States or to have counseled or advised any person to join any insurrection or rebell 
ion or to resist with force of arms the laws of the United States. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I would be glad to have the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. FRYE] explain precisely what this bill does. 

Mr. FRYE. In 1862, Mr. Speaker, this test oath for jurors, grand 
and petit, was enacted by Congress. In1&873it wasrepealed. in the 
revision of the statutes of the United States it was inadvertently re 
enacted. 

I do not desire to make any further statement than that unless there 
shall be a discussion of the bill. Of course in the revision of the stat- 
utes there was no authority in law to re-enact this repealed statute. 
It having been done beyond a question inadvertently, the Judiciary 
Committee instructed me to report back the law as it stood in 1573, 
and that is virtually all I have done. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Then this is simply a correction of the revision 
of the statutes ? 

Mr. PRYE. Itis simply acorrection of the revision of the statutes. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. I have another bill whieh I was instructed to report, 
but a gentleman who desires to discuss it is now absent, and there- 
fore I refrain from reporting it. 








EAGLE AND PHC@NIX MANUFACTURING COMPANY OF GEORGIA. 


Mr. HARTRIDGE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 1891) as a substitute for the bill (H. R. No. 808) for 
the relief of the Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company of 
Columbus, Georgia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered 
to be printed. 
MRS. AMANDA RAINS. 


Mr. SHELLEY, from the Committee on War Claims, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 1892) for the relief of Mrs. Amanda Rains, of Illinois; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

CORA A. SLOCUMB AND OTHERS. 

Mr. SHELLEY also, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 1893) for the relief of Cora A. Slocumb, Kfa A. Rich- 
ardson, and Caroline A. Urquhart; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. SHELLEY alse, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 1894) fer the relief of Bartholomew County Agricul- 
| tural Society, in the State of Indiana; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
W. H. NEWMAN. 

} Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, from the Committee on War @laims, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1895) for the relief of W. H. Newman and 
| L. A. Van Hoffman; which was read a first and second time, referred 
| to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with 
| the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

| NANCY A. HERRICK. 





Mr. McGOWAN, from the Committee on War Claims, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 1896) as a substitute for the House bill No. #9, for the 
relief of Naney A. Herrick; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendap, and, 

| with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM REDUS. 


On motion of Mr. BANNING, the Committee on Military Affairs was 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill ¢H. R. No. 1126) 
for the relief of William Redus; and the same was referred to the 
| Committee on Indian Affairs, 


CMARLES A. LUKE. 
On motion of Mr. DIBRELL, the Committee on Military Affairs 
was discharged from the further consideration of the pill ¢H. R. No. 


1194) for the relief of Charles A. Luke; and the same was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 











Is 


CONGRESSIONAL 


CAPTAIN JOSEPH H. J. RUTTER. 


Mr. DIBRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
adversely upon the memorial of Captain Joseph H. J. Rutter, of 
Maryland, for compensation for services rendered the military au- 
thorities of the Middle Military Department in 1461; and the same 
was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be | 
printed. 

CHARLES W. 


Mr. DIBRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
with a recommendation that the same do pass, the bill (H. R. 
No. 1142) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of Company E, First 
Battalion, Thirteenth Regiment United States Infantry ; which was | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

JAMES SMITH. 


Mr. DIBRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back, with a recommendation that the same do pass, the bill (H. R. 
No. £91) for the relief of James Smith, late first lieutenant, Company 
IF’, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 


Wwoob, 


back, 


DUTIES OF COMMITTEE ON RAILWAYS AND CANALS. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER, from the Committee on Railways and Canals, 


submitted a report, accompanied by a preamble and resolution, ‘as 
follows 


The Committee on Railways and Canals desire to call the attention of the House 
to the fact that recent custom bas been in violation of House Rule $4, which pre- 
scribes that the duties of the Committee on Railways and Canals shall be ‘‘jo take 
into consideration all such petitions and matters or things relating to roads and 
canals and the improvement of the navigation of rivers as shall be presented or 
may come in question and be referred tothem by the House Not knowing of 
any valid reason for the violation of this rule of the House, we have investigated 
the history of legislation on the duties of the committee and what duties it has 
heretofore performed, and for the information of the House we report that we find 
the f lowing facts 

We tind that previous to the Twenty-second Congress all matters relating to the 
improvement of rivers, roads, canals, and internal improvements were referred to 
select committees appointed by each successive Congress and designated as the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, anu that such select committee reported all bills 
to the House for the survey or improvement of r-vers. In the first session of the 
Twenty-second Congress Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, who was chairman of the select 
committee at that time, introduced a resolution to make the committee a standing 
committee under the rules of the House, to be known as the Commi'tee on Roads 
and Canals. This resolation was adopted December 15, 1251, and forms Rule 94 
of the House, which rule sets forth the purposes and prescribes the duties of this 
coTaTn it tee 

The first time that any question as to the duties and privileges of this committee 
appears to have arisen was in the Congress immediately following its formation 
In the first session, Twenty-third Congress, December 31, 1233, Mr. Baylies presented 
a memorial asking for an appropriation for the removal of obstructions and placing 
buoys in Great Taunton River, which memorial he moved to have referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, objected to the reference, 
and moved that so much only as related to placing buoys be referred to that 
committee, and that so much as related to obstructions in the river be referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. Discussion arose as to the appropriate duties 
of these resp: ctive committees, which was participated in by Messrs. Sutherland, 
Whittlesey, Reid, Foot, Hall, Selden, and Harvey. The details of the discusston 
lated in the official report of debates; but it appears that the motion to 
refer the whole memorial to the Committee on Commerce was defeated by a vote 
of 65 yeas to 76 nays, and that Mr. Mercer's motion to refer so much as related to 
obstructions in the river to the Committee on Roads and Canals was adopted. 

During the same session of the Twenty-third Congress, on January 10, 1834, Mr. 
Mercer presented a report from the Committee on Roads and Canals recommending 
that in addition to the duty of considering all matters relating to the improvement 
of rivers aa preseribed by rale, that the rnle be amended by adding after the word 

rivers" the word “ harbors.”’ Though this report was made the special order for 
consideration several times, it does not appear to have been acted on by the | 
House 

Up to the time of the Twenty-eighth Congress the distinction in the duties of the 
Committee on Commerce and the Committee on Roads and Canals seems to have 
been that the former reported bills for harbors and the latter bills for rivers. That 
such was the practice appears not only from the Journals of the House but is con- 
firmed by a report made to the Ifouse by the Committee en Roads and Canals in 
the second session Twenty-fifth Congress, in which report the committee complain 
of the infringement on their privileges by other committees, and speak particu- 
larly of the efforts of the Committee on Commerce to consider harbors of cities on 
rivers as harbors proper, and therefore including them in their general bills for 
the improvement of harbors 

In the first session Twenty-eighth Congress that portion of the President's mes- 
sage relating to the improvement of the western lakes and rivers was by special 
action of the Llouse referred to the Committee on Commerce, and that committee 
for the first time reported a general bill of appropriations for harbors and rivers. 


Phereafter there seems te have been confusion and an utter want of uniformity 
ef action on the part of the House. 





are not re 


We find from the Journals of the House that | 
bills and petitions relating to the improvement of rivers were indiscriminately re- 
ferred tothe Committeeon Commerce and then the Committee on Roads and Canals ; 
and that such variation in reference often occurred on the same day, and that no 
well detined division of duties between the two committees was adhered to by the 
House. The Committee on Commerce, however, seem to have assumed the pre- 
rogative of includingappropriations for rivers in the general bills reported by them 
for appropriations for barbors ; 
During the first session of the Thirty-second Congress, however, a test question | 
was again made on the proper reference of a bill for the improvement of the Illinois 
River. Mr. Yates, of Illinois, introduced the bill and moved its reference to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. Mr. Seymour, of New York, moved its reference 
tothe CommitteeonCommerce Tellers were demanded, and then the yeas and nays 
ordered on the question, and it was decided by a vote of 113 yeas to 70 nays to refer the 
bill to the Committee on Roads and Canals. Following this, many other similar bills 
had a similar reference, among othefs a bill for the improvement of the Des Moines 
and Rock River Rapids, introduced by Mr. Campbell, of Illinois, who, in his re- | 
marks on the bill, said that he had procured that reference because he * desired to 
make an effort to separate the improvement ef rivers from the improvement of | 
harbors on the lakes,” and that “ he might, perhaps, succeed in having appropria- 
tions for rivers in one bill and appropriations for harbors in another.” 





| committee has been brought before it. 


| the public interests would be promoted by giving separate consideratior 


| Canals to be “to take into consideration all such petitions and matters or t¢} 
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Since that time it does not appear that the House has given any e 
opinion on the subject or that the question of the privileges and dr 
Nor has the practice of the 

that time been uniform, for in each a ren Congress down to the last many 
matters relating to the improvement of rivers have been referred to this commie 
tee, while at the same time the Committee on Commerce have gone on nerformin, 
the functions they had assumed, and have included appropriations for tivers it 
their bills making appropriations for harbors. iD 
In view of all these facts, and, further, because, iz the opinion of this , omitnittee 


Tpression of 
ties of this 
House since 


. ee os ‘ 1 Lo ques 
tions relating to the improvement of rivers as distinct from the improvement of 
sea-coast harbors, the committee deem it proper to call the attention of the Honse +, 
its unquestionable rule on the subject and ask its enforcement, and recom 
to the ona the adoption of the following preamble and resolution : 
Whereas House Rule 79 defines the duties of the Committee on Commerce to by 
‘to take into consideration all such petitions and matters or things touchine 
commerce of the United States as shall be presented or shall or may o 
tion and be referred to them by the House ;”" and : 
Whereas House Rule 94 defines the duties of the Committee on Railways and 


st 
Ise to 


mend 


the 
y COMC in ques 


- . " . lungs 
relating to roads and canals, and the improvement of the navigation of rivera 


as shall be presented or may come in question and be referred to them by the 
House ;"" and 

W hereas various bills, resolutions, reports, memorials, and petitions relating to 
the improvement of the navigation of rivers have been referred to the Committee 
on Commerce in violation of the above rules: Therefore, 

Beit resolved, Thatall bills, resolutions, reports, memorials, and petitions relating 
to the improvement of the navigation of rivers that have been referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce be reported back to the House by that committee without 
action, for proper reference to the Committee on Railways and Canals ; and that 
hereafter all such bills, reports, memorials, and petitions be referred to the Com. 
wittee on Railways and Canals, as prescribed by House Rule 94. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has not interrupted the reading of 
this report and the accompanying preamble and resolution, because 
he deemed it proper and useful that the facts stated in the report, 
perhaps in the nature of an argument, should be submitted to the 
House. The Chair now desires to ask the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
SCHLEICHER] whether the subject of this preamble and resolution 
was referred by the House to the Committee on Railways and Ca- 
nals? 

Mr.SCHLEICHER. This resolution was not referred by the House 
to the Committee on Railways and Canals. The subject-matter of it, 
however, of necessity comes before that committee when we take up 
our business, for we then must consider what our business is under 
the rules. Where there is any doubt about it, the only manner of 
bringing the subject before the House, as the committee considered, 
was by this resolution. Therefore the committee ig instructing me to 
submit this report with the accompanying resolution to the House 
adopted the only course which was proper and possible for the com- 
mittee to bring the question before the House in order to obtain a 
decision upon the duties of the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct the Clerk to read from the 
Manual a paragragh in this connection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

It is not competent for a committee to report a bill where the subject-matter has 
not been referred to them by the House, by the rules, or otherwise. 


Mr. CONGER. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentseman will state it. 

Mr. CONGER. My point is that the House has already by resolution 
referred the subject-matter of this resolution together with other 
matters to the Committee on Rules. The subject of the powers of 
the committees, embracing this Committee on Railways and Canals, 
has already been referred by the House to the Committee on Rules, 
and not to the Committee on Railways and Canals or the Committee 
on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think it necessary to decide 
the point of order made by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. 
CONGER.] The Chair thinks the objection set forth in the paragraph 
just read by the Clerk is sufficient, and that the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals has no power to report upon any subject by bill 
which the House has not referred toit. The gentleman from Texas 
[ Mr. SCHLEICHER] is mistaken in one statement which he has made; 
his remedy is through the Committee on Rules; and perhaps it may 
not be amiss for the Chair to state that the Committee on Rules has 
this subject under consideration. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I would like to inquire whether, as a matte! 
of course, without any special order of reference, the subject of the 


| duties of each committee are not before it for consideration ; whether 


the duties of the committee under the rules are not as a matter of 
course and of necessity referred to the committee without a spe ial 
resolution to that effect? I would suggest that the action of the 
Committee on Railways and Canals is in the nature of an inquiry ¢! 
the House as to what matters properly go before the committee unce! 
the rules, It is asking instructions of the House ; and as I have saicl 
before, it is the only way in which we can ask for those instructions. 

The SPEAKER. In that connection the Chair would say that this 


| very subject has been referred by the House to the Committee on 


Rules. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Does the Chair decide that it is not prope! 
for the House to act upon this subject at this time? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the Committee on Railways 
and Canals had not the right to report upon any subject not referred 
to it. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Has not the committee the right to ask i2- 
structions of the House as to what are the duties of that committee! 
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The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again read the paragraph from 


ne Manual. 
tt The Clerk read as follows : 


It isnot competent for a committee to report a bill where the subject-matter has 
not been referred to them by the House, by the rules, or otherwise. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER. This is no bill ; and it is not in the nature of 
a bill. It isin the nature of an inquiry as to the duties of the com- 
nittee. 
mur. GARFIELD. The rule which has just been read contemplates 
two ways in which a measure (and the general word measure includes 
resolutions as well as bills) can originate in a committee. Of course 
the ordinary method is by the reference of the very measure itself to 
the committee for investigation. The other, and the only other, way 


is where the rules of the House themselves refer to the committee the | 


general subject clearly covering the measure. 

” Now, this subject has not been referred by the House to the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals; they do not get power over the ques- 
tionin that way. The only remaining inquiry is, do they get juris- 
diction on the subject under the rules? Now, the only rule on the 
subject is Rule 94, which reads thus: 


It shall be the duty of the Committee on Railways and Canals to take into con- 
sideration all such petitions and matters or things relating to roads and canals and 
the improvement of the navigation of rivers as shall be presented or may come in 
juestion and be referred to them by the House; and to report thereupon, together 
with such propositions relative thereto as to them shall seem expedient. 


Now, the present proposition, it occurs to me, is not in relation to 
roads and canals, but it is in relation to the scope of this committee 
as compared with other committees. In other words, the resolution 
reported is about the order of business in this House, in relation to 
two committees. This question was never referred to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals to be determined upon. On the contrary, it 


is the very class of business referred by the rules to another commit- | With such propositions relative thereto as to them shall seem expedient. 


tee, the Committee on Rules. 
is clearly right. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Let me ask the gentleman one question be- 
fore he sits down. Has there been referred to the Committee on 
Rules anything calling for the determination of this point at all? 
The present question is simply whether Rule 94 shall be so amended 
as to determine which committee shall have charge of this business. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Of course I cannot say anything as to what the 
Committee on Rules is doing; but I do say 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can answer the inquiry of the gentle- 
man from Missouri, [Mr. CRITTENDEN.] This very subject has been 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Iwas about to say that this precise question has 
been referred to the Committee on Rules for examination. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has sent for the resolution referring 
this subject to the Committee on Rules; and it will be read, so that 
the House may act understandingly. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Then i understand the Chair to rule that this 
inquiry is not in order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that the committee has not the 
power to report upon any subject not referred to it by the House. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Does the Chair rule that the inquiry as to the 
duties of the committee is not in order? 
oa SPEAKER. The Chair rules that the report is not in order at 
this time. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I should be very glad to hear this matter dis- 
cussed, that the Committee on Rules, in their deliberations, may have 
the benefit of such discussion. 

The SPEAKER. That, the Chair thinks, would be very wise. 

Mr. REAGAN. If discussion be in order I would be very glad to 


It seems to me, therefore, that the Chair 





submit some facts to be considered in connection with the report of | 


my colleague, [Mr. SCHLEICHER. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD. I suggest that by unanimous consent the Honse 
allow this matter to be discussed with a view to its reference at the 
close of the discussion. 

Mr. CONGER. Reference to what committee ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. To the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope that proposition will be agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to allowing the discussion upon 
this question to proceed? The Chair hears none. Before the discus- 
sion is entered upon the Chair desires to have read from the proceed- 
ings of November 15 the resolution referring this subject to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be directed to take into consideration 
the following rules of the House of Representatives, to wit: Rule 79, which relates 
to the business which may be referred to and considered by the Committee on Com- 
merce ; Rule 94, which relates to the business which may be referred to and con- 
mr by the Committee on Railways and Canals; and the resolution which 
Telates to the business which may be referred to and considered by the Committee 
: the en River; and that the Committee on the Rules consider whether 

ere is a conflict between said rules, and, if necessary, that said rules be revised 
80 that there shall be no conflict between them. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. aes 

Mr. CONGER. I would like to inquire what is the position of this 
question under the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair ruled that this committee had not the 








right to report cn the subject; and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
GARFIELD ] asked unanimous consent, which was given, for the con- 
sideration of the subject with a view to its reference finally to the 
Committee on Rules. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman will now permit me, I will go on. 

The SPEAKER. With a view that all the light possible may be 
shed on the subject, it is agreed to be sent to that committee. 

Mr. CONGER. The only point is in reference to the Committee on 
Rules. I will make objection if it is to be referred back to the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals, thus giving them power; but I do 
not object to its going to the Committee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman from Texas, 
who reported the subject from the Committee on Railways and Ca- 
nals, to assent to the proposition, after proper discussion, of reference 
of the subject to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, the question presented by the resolu- 
tion submitted on behalf of the Committee on Roads and Canals is 
one of very considerable public interest. Under the provisions of Rule 
94 bills for the improvement of the navigation of rivers of the United 
States may be referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. I 
will read the whole of Rules 79 and 94: 


79. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Commerce to take into consideration 
all such petitions and matters or things touching the commerce of the United 
States as shall be presented, or shall or may come into question, and be referred to 
them by the House; and to report from time to time their opinion thereon. 


This rule, it will be observed, appears to have been adopted on the 
14th of December, 1795. I will now read Rule 94: 


94. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Roads and Canals to take into con 
sideration all such petitions and matters or things relating to roads and canals, and 
the improvement ef the navigation of rivers, as shall be presented, or may come in 
question, and be referred to them by the House; and to report thereupon, together 


I concede, sir, under these two rules bills which relate to the im- 
provement of the navigation of rivers may be referred to cither of 
these conimittees. The authority for this jurisdiction arises under 
the third clause of section 8, article 1, of the Constitution, “to regu- 
late commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian tribes.” 

If we have not power under this constitutional authority authoriz- 
ing the regulation of commerce and the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the rivers and harbors, we have no authority in the Constita- 
tion. So, then, it rightly comes within the purview and the object 
and scope of the powers of the Committee on Commerce, a committee 
constituted especially with reference to the consideration of questions 
affecting the commerce of the United States. 

Since this question came up, Mr. Speaker, (for I have been advised for 


| some time it was tocome up,) I have taken pains to collect and tabu- 


late the history of each bill which has been passe:’. by the Congress 
of the United States from the foundation of the Government to the 


| present time, appropriating money for the improvement of rivers 


and harbors, and I take occasion now to present that table so we 
may have the history of this subject as taken from the statutes and 
Journals of Congress. This shows, notwithstanding the statement 
made in the report just read at the Clerk’s desk, that the first five 
bills in the history of the Government for the improvement of 


| rivers and harbors were reported by the Committee on Commerce : 


one of them on the 27th of December, 1816, approved by Mr. Madi- 
son; one March 3, 1823, approved by Mr. Monroe; one May 26, 124, 
approved by Mr. Monroe; one May 20, 1526, approved by John Quincy 
Adams; and the other March 2, 1527, approved by John Quincy 
Adams. These were the first five bills reported from the Committee 
on Commerce. I only refer to these because the statement in the 
report just read is somewhat different. Subsequently to that time 


| there were in the history of the Government thirteen bills for the 
| improvement of rivers and harbors reported by the Committee of 


| 





| Ways and Means. 


But these reports were made during that part of 
the history of the Government in which there was serious conflict 


| between the political parties of this country about the power of the 


Government to enter into a general system of internal improvements. 
The reference was made to the Committee of Ways and Means of 
these bills, and reports were made from that committee, on account 
of the fact that the prevailing majority refused to go so far as to 
refer these matters to the Committee on Commerce, and thereby 
recognize it as the organ and representative of a sentiment which 
favored a general system of internal improvements. There were 
in the mean time three bills, but each was for a separate and single 
item, and amounted in all to $360,000, reported from the Committee 
of the Whole, never going to any of the subcommittees of the 
House. From 1454 to the present time each bill which has passed 
Congress was reported by the Committee on Commerce. The table 
which I have here shows the amount appropriated by each bill, the 
date of the act passed, the number of the volume of the Laws of 
the United States and the page in which this is shown, by what 
committee reported to Congress, the name of the person making the 
report, the date of the report, the session of Congress and the page 
of the House Journal, and by what President signed. I put all of 
this in in order to give a full statement. 
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Table showing amounts appropriated for the improvement of rivers and harbors, date 
what committee reported, by whom reported, date of report, session of Congress and page of the Journal, and by w 


. 
By what committee 
reported to Con 


gress 


Number of volume 
ef U.S Laws and | 


page where found. | 


‘ommerce 
ommerce 


{ 

( Mr 
Commerce 

( 

{ 


Mr 
ommerce 
Yomme;nrce......-.- Mr 
Ways and Means 
Ways and Means 
Ways and Means... 
fays and Meas... 
Jays and Means ee 
Jays and Means... 
Tays and Means... 
Ways and Means... 
‘ays and Means... 
Tays and Means... 
sand Means... 
Commerce 
Commerce news 
Waysand Means... 
Commerce — 
Ways and Means 
| Commerce 


of the W hole... 


LELLLLFETRS 


Mr 


I 


Mr 


Shhh bh SRS SDSS 


Mr 


Vay 


Mr 
Mr 


Mr 


LLLLRLVLIRLLLSS 


|} Commerce ...... ..- 
of the Whole 


Aug. 16 44....| of the Whole 


Commerce _ 
Public Lands 
‘ommerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce 
Commerce* 
( 
‘ 
( 
c 


000 00 | June 28 
acres land | April l0 
492, 042 00 | June 23. 
00 | Mar. 2 


200-1 
40 
70. 


dic 


Awa, 
AWS 
Aaws, 
Aaws, 


Mr 


LLRT. 


2 0.71 


Mr 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr 

Mr 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr 


00, 000 00 
2 000. 000 00 
3,947 
4,407 


April 10, 
» 00 |} July 11 
Mar $ 

8, 000 00 | June 10, 
6. 102 Mar. 3, 

193. 000 00 | June 23 
6.64 17 00 | Mar. 3 
4, 742, 900 00 Aug. 14 


44....] 
223 
538 
370-7 


Laws, 
Laws 
Laws 
Laws 
Laws, 560 

Laws, 237-44 
Laws, 456-6 
Laws, 132-39 


» 00 


100 00 sommerce 


sommerce 
‘ommerce 
ommerce 


| 
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*Referred to Committee on Appropriations. 


Connected with this, and as a part of its detail, I have a supple- 
mentary table giving the three bills with their dates, amounts, and 
by whom approved, making $161,000 reported from the Committee of 
the Whole There was one bill reported April 10, 1566, by the Com- 
mittee on Pubhe Lands, appropriating two hundred thousand acres 
of land for the improvement of a river. 


Laws passed on report of Committee of the 


Whole, with their dates, the 
amount appropriated, and by what President approved. 


Amount 


Date of report appropriated 


President. 


Franklin Pierce. 
Franklin Pierce 
James Buchanan. 


£161, 000 00 
100, 0°0 00 
100, 000 00 


361, 000 O00 


From Committee on Public 
April 10, 1866 


Lands. 


200, 000 acres of land appropriated 


Date of report 


Andrew Jack 
President 


I said fifteen bills had been reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Iwasmistaken. The number wasthirteen. Ihave here 
a statement of them with their dates from 1828 to 1853. But these 
are not all the bills reported within those dates. This shows the 


amount under each law and the President by whom signed, making | 
the aggregate amount appropriated on the report of the Committee | 


of Ways and Means, $7,558,000. 


Laws passed on report of the Committee of Ways and Means, with their 


the amounts appropriated, and by what President approved. 


dates, 


Amount 
appropriated 


Date of report President. 


John Quincy Adams. 
John Quincy Adams. 
Andrew Jackson. 
Andrew Jackson. 
Andrew Jackson. 
Andrew Jackson. 
Andrew Jackson. 
Andrew Jackson. 
Andrew Jackson. 
Andrew Jackson. 


May 19, leas 

March 3, 1°29 

April 23 

March 2 

July Bedoe ovccee 
March 2, 1633 ............ 
June 28, 184 

March 3, 1835 

July 2, 1836 

March 3, 1837 


637 06 
492 00 
623 63 
555, 656 84 
i, 143 43 
, 493 30 
, 967 16 
, 486 27 
521 91 


1, 150, 521 91 


"9601, 


Name of the 
son making the 
report 


Mr. Newton 
Newton 
Newton 
Mr. Newton...... 
Tomlinson... 
Mr. McDuffee. .. 
Mr. McDuffee 
McDuiffee 

Mr. Verplanck 
McDutfee 

Mr. Verplanck.. 
Mr. Hubbard 

Mr. Hubbard 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Smith 
McKim 
Charles M. Reade 
McClelland .. 
McKay 

Mr. Seymour 
Houston ..... 
Mr. Fuller 


E. B. Washburn ..| May 30, 
Eckley 

Mr. Elliott 
Eggleston 
Elliott... 
Sawyer. .... 
Sawyer 
Sawyer 
Sawyer 
Sawyer 
Sawyer 
Sawyer. ... 
Hereford 
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of the appropriations, volume and 


page of laws where found, by 
at President approved. 


per- , s 
Session of Congress and 


page of 
House Journal. 


By what President 
approved. 


Date of report. 


14 Cong., p. 649..... 
17 oun} 
18 Cong., 
19 Cong., 
19 Cong., 
20 Cong., 
song., 
‘ong... 
Jong., 
‘ong., 
‘ong., 
Song., 
ong 2 
ong., 
ong.., 
Jong., 
‘ong., 
ong., 
ong., 
‘ong., 
ong., 
ong., 
| 33 Cong., S. J., p 
| seas. 33 Cong., H.J., p. 532-34. 
| April 30, 34 Cong., p. 908; vetoed 
| and passed by two-thirds vote. 
Mar. 17, 5 sess. 34 Cong., p. 186; vetoed 
| | and passed by two-thirds vote. 
..| April 3, sess. 34 Cong., H. J., p. 779; ve- 
toed and passed by two-thirds 
| 
| 


-.--.| James Madison 
L, Sug Th BE we James Monroe 
H. James Monro: 
H. John Quincy Adam 
John Quincy Adam 
John Quincy Adan 
John Quincy Adam 
Andrew p 
Andre 
Andre 
Andre 
Andre 
Andre 
Andre 
Andrew Jackson 
Martin Van Buren. 
John Tyler 
John Tyler 
-.| James K. Polk 

| Millard Fillmore 
Millard Fillmore 
Franklin Pierce 
| Franklin Pierce 


1 sess. 
2 sess. 
sess. 
8e 
2 a 


April 15, 1°16 
Feb. #8, 1823 | 
April 29, 1824 
Mar. 30, 1226 
Feb. 15, 1827 
Jan. 30, 
Feb. 12, 
Feb. 12 
Jan. 18, 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. ‘ 
Jan 
Feb. 
Jan. < 
Jan. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Jan. 9, 
June 14, 
| Dec. 23, 
eee] May 31, 


88. 
Ss. 
1823 
1729 
180 
1831 
Ie32 
1833 
, 1834 
i, 1835 

1X36 
17 
2. 13s 
8, 1844 
2k, 1845 
1r47 
1852 


1852 


‘S58. 
as. 20 ( 
sa. 2 Jackson 
Jackson 
Jackson 
Jac 


SS. > 
ss 
2 sexs, 2 kson 
sess. Jackson 
2 seas, 2 Jackson. 
sess. § Jackson 
= 8e8s. % 


sess, 25 
sess. 2 


ss. 


D 


AOA mR RRR RFA AAAS 


H. 


me 


mt 


2 sess. % . . 
H. J., 
H. J. 
Il. J., p. 967 


217; 2 


sess. 
~ 8es8s. 
sess. 


Fess 


wwe 


ge88 Franklin Pierce 


Franklin Pierce, 


James Buchanan. 


vote. 
1864 | 1 sess. 38 Cong , H.J., p. 7 
1866) 1 


sess .J., Pp. 
1+66 | 1 sess ‘ong., H. J.. p. 
1867 | 2 sess. 39 Cong., H. J., p. 410 
1868 | 2 sess. 40 Cong., H. J., p. 666 
1869 | 1 sess ; 


41 Cong. 
ee | May 26, 1870 | 2 sess. 41 Cong,, 
| Feb. 13, 1871 | 3 sess. 4t Cong., 
|} April 5, 1872) 2 sess. 42 Cong., H. _— 
Feb 11, 1873 42 Cong., H. . 36 I 
| April 30, 1874 43 Cong., H. U. 
Feb. 16, 1875 


43 Cong , . ee Uv. 
April 3, 1876 | 


A. Lincoln 
Andrew Johnson 
Andrew Johnson 
Andrew Johnson 
Andrew Johnson. 
1.8 Grant. 
Grant. 
Grant 
Grant. 
Grant 
Grant 
Grant 
Grant. 


| April 2, 
| April 17, 
..| Feb. 16, 
-.| May 11, 
Mar. 22, 


L 


oi a 
ot a 
U 


3 sess. 


| 
| 1 sess. 
| 





2 sess. 
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1 sess. 


44 Cong., H. 


Laws passed on report of Committee of Ways and Means—Continned. 
Amount 


Date of report. | appropriated. 


President. 





July 7, 1838. 
March 2, 1247 
March 3, 1853. 


1, 618, 154 16 | Martin Van Buren 
7, 150 00 | James K. Polk 
877 32 | Millard Fillmore. 


| 7,555, 784 99 | 
| 


Then there are twenty-two bills reported by the Committee on 
Commerce. Thedates of them are given in this table with the amount 
of each appropriation and by what President approved; two or three 
of them having been vetoed and passed over the veto of the Presi- 
dent. The amount of the bills reported by the Committee on Com- 


| merce aggregates $51,358,902. 


Laws passed on report of Committee on Commerce, with their dates, the 
amount of appropriations, and by what President approved. 


Amount | 


Date of report. | appropriated. 


President 


$178, 907 »7 | 
92, £50 00 
40, 000 00 
85, 320 00 
82,179 45 
655, 000 00 
15, 000 00 
1, 609, 500 06 
140, 000 00 
330, 000, 00 | 
350, 000 00 
3, 492, 048 00 | 
4, 200, 721 00 
1, 500, 000 00 
2, 000, 000 00 
3, 947, 900 00 
4, 407, 500 00 
5, 538, 000 00 
6, 102, 900 00 
5, 193, 000 00 
6, 643, 517 00 
4, 748, 900 00 | 


April, 27, 1816 

March 3, 1823 

May 26, 1+24 

May 20, 1826 

ESE th GET wecsewssecucuvesenseuceunas | 

June 11, 1844 

| March 3, 1845. . 

| August 30, 1#52. 
July 22, 1854 
July 8, 1856 

| June 28, 1864... 
June 23, 1866 
March 2, 1867 
1868 

| April 10, 1969 .. 
July 11, 1870 ... 
March 3, 1871 .. 
June 10, 1872 

| March 3, 1873 
June 23, 1874 


James Madison. 
James Monroe. 
James Monroe 
John Quincy Adams. 
John Quincy Adams. 
John Tyler. 
John Tyler. 
Millard Fillmore. 
Franklin Pierce. 
Franklin Pierce. 
A. Lincoln. 
Andrew Johnson. 
Andrew Johnson. 
Andrew Johnson 

3. Grant. 

. Grant. 

. 8. Grant. 

3. Grant. 

. Grant. 

. Grant. 

. Grant. 

. Grant. 
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It is proper to say here that no bill appropriating money to im- 

rove rivers or harbors has been reported by the Committee on Rail- | 
roads and Canals and passed into a law by Congress—not one in the 
history of the Government. Isay this from a thorough examination 
of the statutes upon this subject. a 

[ have another table which shows that from 1789 to 1816—twenty- | 
ceveu years after the beginning of the Government—no bill for the 
improvement of the rivers and harbors was passed. ' 

For the year 1817 no bill was passed ; for 1825 no bill was passed ; 
from 1539 to 1844, four years, no bill was passed ; for 1246 no bill was 
passed 5 from 1848 to 1852 no bill was passed, and from 1857 to 1864, 
seven years, no bill was passed. The sane was the case in 1865 and 
1877, the last session of Congress. No bill was passed in those years, | 
making in all fifty-three years since the foundation of the Govern- | 
ment during which no bill for the improvement of rivers and harbors 
was passed by Congress. 


No appropriations for the improvement of rivers and harbors were made during 
the following periods, to wit: 





. ~ | 
From 1789 to 1816, MAKING..---. .--- 24 eee eeeeee eee eee ce cee e ee eee eee eneees 27 years. | 
From 1817 to 1623, making.......-.-+-.02-ccesecceeseccees coeeeeecececeees 6 years. | 
1825, MAKING... --- -2e0e- eeeeee cece eereeeecee ceeeees skiuwene 1 year. 
From 1839 to 1844, making SedhRORSeOus RORSCREESeTDE RE ¥50 6000.occeoeReneces 5 years. 
1846, making.........--..--- eed cnapanagingndess euienn wine 1 year. 


From 1848 te 1852, making 


Se cneccweswccorsscwoccoss cose contesccococecese 4 years 

en soo ciccemeasiscknnwirieednendmebaineenbankwinuse 7 years 
1865, GEE 6a ccncusecocensencan @vecnce cceceecese ceceesces 1 year. 
1877, Sin caneneccmeuscenacdedech epeerandeedu snueeess 1 year 
DO ie iniks ci cikcnindeiseeecscxcennialesin da anaiann agen 53 years. 


In order to go further in ascertaining the practice of this House as 
illustrated by its Journals and proceedings, I have made up another 


| table from the Journal, showing the number of bills introduced for 


the improvement of rivers and harbors between 1831 (the year in 
which the Committee on Roads and Canals was created) and the 
present time. This table gives the number of bills at each session, 
the committee to which they were referred, and the date and page of 
the Journals of the House on which the reference will be found; and 
it shows that, from the time that the Committee on Roads and Canals 
was created, in 1831, to this day, fourteen hundred and forty-one bills 
for the improvement of rivers and harbors, have been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce; four to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, and one to the Committee of Ways and Means. I have gone 
to the trouble, Mr. Speaker, to ascertain the practice of the House, 
and shall ask that these tables be printed in the proceedings, because 
they may save some other person the amount and character of the 
labor I have had to go through in preparing them: 


Table showing what reference has been made of all bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors from the year 1831 to 1877, with the dates and 


j 


| 
No. of bills | Referred to Committee on Referred to Committee on Roads | Referred to Committee 


































pages of the Journal showing the reference. 








presented. Commerce. and Canals. | of Ways and Means. | House Journal, session, and Congress. 
None | 1 bill, Ways and Means) 2 sess. 22 Congress, p. 240, House Journal. 
None Tad eases Seca | 1 sess. 22 Congress, p. 551, House Journal. 
lic. +s. Meieinigeiebaguiliie | 1 sess. 23 Congress, p. 70, House Journal 
7 Ledsnansncnsenseveh saute | 2 sess. 23 Congress, pp. 229, 230, House Journal. 
De Es nd aens OeReN NANA OOeE 1 sess. 24 Congress, p. 618, House Journal. 
7 EE EEE EEE 2 sess. 24 Congress. p. 667 House Jourual. 
pe | Ee None 1 sess. 25 Congress 
33 | Committee on Commerce. - 2 sess. 25 Congress, pp. 410-13, House Journal. 
3 | Committee on Commerce. . 3 sess. 25 Congress, pp. 516, 411, 495, House Journal. 
anemia acamaillcinmo a anunoedemapniecwemndninuts | 1 sess. 26 Congress, pp. 600-2, House Journal. 
None ....- | Sl ccchnenetanedvuetees a } . sess. 26 anaes. 
None ...-. I shirt ediensegs None | | sess. 27 Congress. 
” 2 | Committeoc on Commerce. . D naan eaiewiere 2 sess. 27 Congress, pp. 674, 675, House Journal. 
LS oa. ts oe iend ae bhn bebe niemetsenaene’ editieeddialedbion 3 sess. 27 Congress, p. 694, House Journal. 
4 | Committee on Commerce. . 1 sess. 28 Congress, p. 1256, House Journal. 
3 | Committee on Commerce. . 2 sess. 23 Congress, p. 671, House Journal. 
4 | Committee on Commerce. . | 1 sess. 2° Congress, p. 1457, House Journal. 
1 Lip pethmanehinisuneees aes 2 seas. 29 Congress, p. 604, House Journal 
Dp re III links co ccccncqnceescecesanscenscowsens | 1 sess. 30 Congress, p. 1453, House Journal. 
Dt en NOD, nad cu ccccccsssscnccensseesecsoceces|ccccencesesteascoonces | 2 sess. 30 Congress, p. 728, House Journal, Inglex. 
7 | Committee on Commerce. . | 1 sess. 31 Congress, p. 1777, House Journal, Index. 
23 | Committee on Commerce... 1 sess. 32 Congress, pp. 1350, 1351, House Journal, Index. 
5 | Committee on Commerce. . | 2 sess. 32 Congress, p. 615, House Journal, Index. 
22 | Committee on Commerce. .| | 1 sess. 33 Congress, pp. 1548, 1549, House Journal. 
188 | Committee on Commerce. .| | 2 sess. 33 Congress, pp. 670-73, House Journal. 
a 0 Ls. os cndiened eeebeuncniet hbece én andeseusent@ncaess | 1 sess. 34 Congress, pp. 1821-24, House Journal. 
i ie as ecamebnmni abla vince ccdna gawk bietersiieel | 3 sess. 34 Congress, pp. 817-19, House Journal. 
None BED. ccswuns 009s00cese. ee 


Committee on Commerce. . 
Committee on Commerce. . 
None 
None . 
None . 
None 








3 | Committee on Commerce. . 
4 | Committee on Commerce. . 
2 | Committee on Commerce. 
2 | no anna epnnee sennateneeesesteun se 
2 EoeeknsSaceuuatbas unas sdecwes Roads and Canals................... cea 
ee lic cs ve sinns 6escvcbe connsicucsectcssmecs ——_ 
ES SE EEE a OE 
5 | Committee on Commerce. . 
94 | Committee on Commerce. . 
109 | Committee on Commerce. . 
8 | Committee on Commerce. .}.................- 
48 | Committee on Commerce..|..... esescececases 
152 | Committee on Commerce. .|...... Gndudsincthvexddeastbaebedenss | 
ee en, Ja ccccebcocatcounesusddeds seseses 
ee antes cnsace ccenee tévesidusswedddccess 
da ne anaes seemasnueeamabnareeeheceee 
nin cu ceas cwndadeed thawkeeronneline ss 
Total. 1441 









1 sess. 
| 2 sess. 
1 sess. 
2 sess. 
1 seas. 
2 sess. 


35 Congress. 
35 Congress, 
36 Congress, 
36 Congfess. 
37 Congress. 
37 Congress. 


p. 745, House Journal, Index. 
pp. 1441, 1442, House Journal, Index. 


| 3 sess. 37 Congress. 
1 sess. 38 Congress, p. 1108, House Journal, Index. 
2 sess. 38 Congress, p. 522, House Journal, Index. 


| 1 sess. 
2 sess. 
1 sess. 
2 sess. 
3 sess. 
1 sess. 
2 sess. 
3 sess. 
1 seas. 


2 seas. 


39 Congress, 
39 Congress. 


p. 1341, House Journal, Index. 

p. 734, House Journal, Index. 

40 Congress, p. 107, House Journal, Index. 

40 Congress, pp. 1370, 1371, House Journal, Index. 
40 Congress, p. 653, House Journal, Index. 

41 Congress, p. 292, House Journal, Index 

41 Congress, pp. 844, 1576-79, House Journal, Index. 
4l Congress, pp. 35, 627, 628, House Journal, Index. 
42 Congress, p. 271, House Journal, Index 

42 Congress, pp. 1319-22, Honse Journal, Index. 

§ pp. 710-12, House Journal, Index. 

‘7 vol. 17, United States Laws, p. 560. 
43 Congress, p. 1548, House Journal, Index. 

43 Congress, p. 766, House Journal, Index. 

44 Congress, pp. 1739-41, House Journal, Index. 

44 Congress, pp. 858, £59, House Journal, Index. 


3 sess. 42 Congress 


1 sess. 
2 sess. 
1 sess. 
2 sess. 








*Reported from Committee on Internal Improvements. 


I have done this for the purpose of illustrating the practice of the 
House and showing that notwithstanding the wording of these rules, 


notwithstanding that Rule 94 does authorize the reference of bills | 
for the improvement of rivers to the Committee on Roads and Canals, | 


the practice of the House has been nearly uniform t fer them to 
the Committee on Commerce, and not to refer them cotfMt committee. 

I may also state, and I would have been prepared to have read from 
the debates of Congress upon this subject if I had known that it was 
to come up now, that in 1854 a very able and earnest debate took 
place in this House on the subject of the reference of bills for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors. It was a contest between the 
Committee of Ways and Means, the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
and the Committee on Commerce. The question was ably discussed 


by able men, and upon deliberate consideration of both rules, standing | 








| as they do now, the contest was settled by a reference to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

During the last session of Congress the same question was raised 
| upon this floor by the gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. Jones, upon 
some bills introduced by his colleague, Mr. White. Mr. Jones being 
| chairman of the Committee on Roads and Canals, proposed to refer 
the bills to that committee. The then Speaker of the House decided 
that the reference properly belonged to the Committee on Commeree. 
I have not gone further to see how many such contests have arisen. 
There are two in which the question was presented, there being on one 
| of those oceasions a full debate, as I mentioned a little whileago. In 
that debate it was elicited that the feeling still prevailed that there 
was a danger in referring such propositions to the Committee on Com- 
merce, because that might recognize the principle that we proposed 
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regularly to improve rivers and harbors under the direction of a com- 
mittee set apart to improve the commerce of the United States. That 
was one of the questions raised; and the expression given to the 
opinions of members in their speeches shows that they were con- 
trolled by that consideration. 

We have passed on in the course of our history until the reasoning 
in regard to the improvement of the navigable waters of the I nited 
States, which long ago played so important a part in the politics of 
the country, has ceased to exist now. Ido not mean that the Consti- 
tution has ceased to exist, but the construction attempted to be given 
to it has been overborne by the steady, unvarying practice of Con- 
gress, and by the uniform decisionsof the courts, including the opinions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

I desire here to refer for one moment to what took place during the 
I had occasion in another connection to state 
the rule and the interpretation of the Constitution as it now exists, 
and to state it upon judicial authority ; and at the risk of tasking the 
paticnce of the House for two or three minutes I will send to the 
Clerk’s desk and ask to have read the portions of the Recorp of last 
m which I have there marked. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


last session of ( ‘ongress. 


BESS. 


In the case of the General Cass, in United States district court for the eastern 
etof Michigan, Jar 1872, Mr. Justice Longyear says 

{bose waters are navigable in law which are navigable in fact, and they are pub- 
lic navigable waters in fact when they are used or are susceptible of being used in 
their ordinary condition as highways of commerce, over which trade and travel are 
or may be conducted in the customary modes of trade and travel on water. 

And he adds 

Phat the Saginaw River, (in Michigan.) from Saginaw City to its mouth, upon 
which the towage services are claimed to have been rendered, fully answers the 
description above given, there can be nodispute. It is, therefore, public navigable 
water and ia clearly within the admiralty jurisdiction of this court.""—American 
Law Times Reports, volume 5, page 13 

This river was navigable about forty miles 

In the case of the Daniel Ball, in the Supreme Court of the United States, Mr. 
Justice Field delivering the opinion of the court, (December term, 1¢70,) says 

Che doctrine of the commen law as to the navigability of waters has no appli- 
cation in this country. Here the ebb and flow of the tide do not constitute the 
usnal test, as in England, or any test at all of the navigability of waters.” 

After giving the reasons for this, he adds 

Chose rivers must be regarded as public, navigable rivers in law which are 
navigable in fact. And they are navigable in fact when they are used, or are sus- 
ceptible of being used, in the r ordinary condition, as highways for commerce, 
over which trade and travel are or may be conducted in the customary modes of 
trade and travel on water. And they constitute navigable waters of the United 
States within the meaning of the acts of Congress, in contradistinction from the 
navigable waters of the State, when they form in their ordinary condition by them- 
selves, or by uniting with other waters. a continued highway over which commerce 
is or may be carried on with other States or foreign countries in the customary 
moles in which commerce is condacted by water.”—10 Wallace, 563. 

Mr. Justice Story, in his Commentaries on the Constitution, section 1273 of the 
edition of 1873, in treating the question of the appropriation of money for internal 
improvements, says 

rhe true test is, whether the object be of a local character and lecal use, or 
whether it be of general use to the States. If it be purely local, Congress cannot 
constitutionally appropriate money for the object. Butif it be general, it matters 
not whether in point of locality it be in one State or several; whether it be of 
large or of small extent; its nature and character determine the right, and Con- 
oe may appropriate money in aid of it, for it is then, in a just sense, for the gen- 
eral wellare 

Otber authorities might be added to the same effect, but these are believed to 
contain the spirit of the decisions ef the courts on the points considered in them. 
They show . 

First. That all rivers are navigable in law which are navigable in fact. 

Second. That they are public navigable waters in fact when they are used, or are 
susceptible of being mel, in their ordinary condition, as highways of commerce, 
over which trade and travel are or may be conducted in the customary modes of 
trade and travel on water 

Third. That the doctrine of the common lawas to the navigability of waters has 
no application in this country. 

Fourth. That the ebb and flow of the tides do not constitute the test of the navi- 
gability of waters in this country 

Fifth. That they constitute navigable waters of the United States within the 
meaning of the acta of Congress, in contradistinction from navigable waters of the 
States, when they form in their ordinary condition by themselves, or by uniting 
with other waters, a continued highway over which commerce is or may be car- 
ried on with other States or foreign countries in the customary modes in which 
commerce is conducted by water. 

Sixth. That the true test as to whether Congress can appropriate money for such 
works is, whether the object be of local character and local use, or whether it be of 
general use to the States 

Seventh. If it be purely local, Congress cannot appropriate money for it; but if 
it be general, it matters not whether in point of locality it be in one State or several, 


or eons it be of large or small extent; its nature and character determine the 
right 


Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, as I have already stated, we have 
passed away from the doctrine that prevailed so extensively in that 
portion of the Union from which I come, in past times. It was a doc- 
trine which prevented the improvement of the waters of our own 
country, and to that extent paralyzed our commerce; and however 
high the authorities, however high the names of those who sustain 
that doctrine, the lapse of time and the decision of the highest tri- 
bunal in the country and the effect of that policy on the country, and 
especially ap the southern portion of the country, where these doc- 
trines largely prevail, show that there can be no doubt that it was 
a mistake, that it was carrying out an abstract idea to the detriment 
of our portion of the country, while another portion of the country, 
more wise, adopted the opposite policy and so increased its commerce 
and increased its wealth and power. e 

_I take it, then, sir, that the day has passed when such considera- 
tions are to control the Representatives of the people. I takeit that 
the day has arrived when we must recognize the importance of look- 
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ing to the means of promoting the commerce generally, and by thns 


| doing promote the welfare of the people. On this point I desire . 


| 


read from the first annual report made upon the internal comme 
of the United States, by Mr. Nimmo: 


It isimpossible to ascertain the quantity and value of the commodities emp; 
in our internal commerce in as complete a manner as such information is : 
in our annual reports of foreign commerce, since internal commerce, 
signification, embraces every purchase and sale and every exchange of co; 
ties, between individuals throughout the entire country. But such informatj 
detail, even if collected and published, would be of little practical value. J; ;, 
however, quite practicable to procure such characteristic data and such other ; 
formation in regard to the principal movements and conditions of ou oe 
commerce as may be needful for the information of the public and for 
of legislation. 

The relative importance of internal and of foreign commerce may be infer), 
from the following comparative statements: _— 
Estimated value of shipping (American and foreign) employed in 

our foreign trade iettncuin citi tein acer eonaeeieatemmenial 2200. 000. oo 
Estimated value of the railroads of the United States += 4,600. 0:0 O00 

The value of the commodities embraced in our foreign commerce and th 
mated value of commodities transported on railroads are as follows; 


ree 


aced 
18 presented 
in 18 fullest 





Tr imterug 


Purposes 


MC esti 


Value of imports and exports, (foreign commerce).......-....... 
Estimated value of commodities transported on rail, (internal com- 
METCE) 2. ccces cecccsccccccceccececeesccces cesses sessseses ‘ 


seseee $1, 121, 634, 277 
18, 000, 000. O09 

It appears from these estimates that the value of the railroads of the country js 
about twenty-three times the value of the shipping engaged in our foreign tra; 
and that the value of our internal commerce on railroads is about sixteen times thy 
value of our foreign commerce. 

It is to be observed that these comparative statements embrace the value of oy; 
entire foreign commerce, whereas the data in regard to internal commerce relate 
only to railroads. If it were possible to ascertain the value of the commerce be. 
tween the different sections of the country on the ocean and Gulf and on the lakes 
rivers, and other avenues of transportation, we should probably find that the total 
value of our internal commerce is at least twenty-five times greater than the valye 
of our foreign commerce. But the average value per ton of the commodities com. 
posing the internal commerce of the country being very much less than the ayer. 
age value of the commodities composing our foreign commerce, it is evident that 
the tonnage of internal commerce (i. ¢., employment of the vehicles of transporta- 
tion) bears a very much higher ratio to the tonnage of our foreign commerce than 
does the value of our internal commerce to the value of our foreign commerce. [t 
is probable, therefore, that the tonnage transported on the various avenues of ip. 
ternal commerce is more than one hundred times greater than the tonnage cow. 
posing our foreign commerce. If in tho estimate of tonnage transported we should 
assume each passenger to be the equivalent in car-service of one ton of freight— 
the estimate sometimes adopted by railroad managers in equating traflic—the rel 
ative magnitude of our internal commerce would appear to be very much greater, 





He says that our internal commerce is no less than $25,000,000,000, 
and this vast commerce, concerning the interests and welfare of forty 
millions of people spread over a vast territory, who are dependent 
upon these lines of communication, is of the highest possible moment 
to the American people. 

The water lines of communication—the bays, the lakes, and the 
rivers—constitute an element of great value to the producing inter- 
ests of the country, because those lines compete for transportation 
with the railroads and keep down the rates of freight for transpor- 
tation, thereby saving a vast sum of money to the people annually. 

Water communication, as all recognize, is the cheapest mode of 
transporting commerce. I make this statement so that by looking 
at the amounts of this commerce, at the necessity of affording facili- 
ties to it, of cheapening it in the interest of both producers and con- 
sumers, the duty of Congress to make all needful and proper regula- 
tions in reference to it will be seen and comprehended. He who 
legislates for the interests of this country and fails to grasp this 
— and to comprehend it and to act upon it in a spirit of intel- 

igence and enlightenment, fails in one of the highest duties of Ameri- 
can statesmanship. This is about all I desire to say on that subject. 

I desire to add the remark that notwithstanding rule 94 authorizes 
the reference to the Committee on Roads and Canals of bills for 
the improvement of navigable rivers, that rule, according to those 
rules of law which are recognized by lawyers, has become obsolete 
by non-user. It is not a law, but is similar to a rule or by-law of a 
corporation. It is a rule for our government; has reference to the 
particular business of le gislation and the government of our conduct 
in legislation. It is not a law, but arule for our government, for our 
construction, for our practical action. I say, then, that the non-user 
of the rule from 1831 to now, the constant reference of the subject to 
another committee, the fact that all such bills have been reported 
from other committees—no single law on this subject has been passed 
on a report from the Committee on Roads and Canals—show con- 
clusively that the whole history of the action of Congress on thissub- 
ject has meant that no such reference should be made. It is right for 
us to presume, we are required in reason to presume, that Congress 
has always had just reasons for its action. 

Besides this, in regard to the rules for parliamentary bodies—I have 
not time to go into that subject now bey. nd a simple statement—it 
will be recognized by all who make the rules of parliamentary law 
their study that it is laid down by the best writers on the subject 
that the rues of deliberative bodies are scarcely ever to be under- 
stood from Me books themselves, but are often only to be interpreted 
and understood by the practical experience of the men who admin- 
ister them. This principle is laid down in Cusbing’s Parliamentary 
Law. Taking, then, the practice of Congress, its interpretation of its 
own rules, the rule that refers to the duties of the Committee on 
Roads and Canals would seem to have been rendered obsolete by non- 
user. 

Aside from this there is a practical question to which | desire to 
call the attention of this House, and in doing so I would especially 
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call the attention of those gentlemen who concur with me in opinion 
that it is the duty of this Government to provide for this country all 

roper commercial facilities: If the subject of the improvement of 
the navigable rivers of this country shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, leaving all bills and petitions with refer- 
ence to the improvement of harbors for the consideration of the 
Committee on Commerce, let me tell you that, in my judgment, that 
will end all possibility of the further improvement of the navigation 
of this country. p 

I say so for this reason: Of late years, and for many years past, all 
pills that have been passed for the improvement of rivers and harbors 
have come before us in an anomalous and not very agreeable way. 
They come before us upon the reports of committees. If they are 
referred to the Committee of the Whole and left open to amendment 
and debate, any bill that could possibly be reported to this House 
would soon be soloaded down with amendments that no member of the 
House could vote for it. I suppose every member of this House 


recognizes that fact. This being so, then if you separate the improve- | 
ment of rivers from the improvement of harbors, and give those sub- | 


jects to two separate committees, I say to you now that the practical 
‘effect will be that you can frame no bill for either purpose so that it 
will command the vote of two-thirds of this House to suspend the 
rules and pass it. 8 

I know that it is not very pleasant to coutemplate that a bill of so 
important a character must be passed without going to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole and being subject to general debate and amend- 
ment. Yet the practical fact is before us, that, so far as I can now 
see, the only relief is that the Committee on Commerce shall be so 
constituted with reference to the distribution of its members in rela- 
tion to the different geographical parts of the country, with reference 
to the different interests of the country, and with reference to the in- 


telligence, the impartiality, and the justice of its members as that you | 


may rely upon it to report a reasonably good bill. The only check 
upon that is that if reason, if justice, are so violated as to shock the 
sense of the House, the bill cannot be passed by a two-thirds vote 
under a suspension of the rules. Therefore, while it is an evil, for- 
tunately that evil is checked and controlled by the rules so as to pre- 
vent a mere majority from imposing on the House a bill that would 
be unjust and unequal in the benefits conferred by it upon the differ- 
ent parts of the country. 

lf, therefore, this subject of the improvement of rivers is referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals, then as a friend of internal 
improvement, believing in the necessity of improving the rivers and 
harbors of the country so as to meet the necessities of the commerce 
of the country, I should appeal to this House to also send to that 
committee all questions with reference to the improvement of the 
harbors of the country, so that we may get a law passed for that pur- 
DO8e. 

The fact that this resolution comes in after the committees of the 
House have been constituted forms, I take it, another difficulty in 
the way of its adoption. The committees were doubtless consti- 
tuted with reference to the pecmiar duties devolved upon them by 
the rules and i of the House, and with the object of meeting 
in this regard the just expectations of the country. If after the 
committees have thus been constituted a particular business should 
be taken from the committee which has habitually transacted it, 
which has by the practice heretofore received petitions and memo- 
rials on the subject and reported them to the House—if this subject- 
matter should be sent to a committee upon whose recommendation 
no single bill with reference to this subject has ever been passed, it 
would constitute something of an anomaly. 

There is another consideration which may not be important to 
members generally. The Committee on Commerce having been con- 
stituted with reference to the rules and practice of the House, to take 
away from them at this time their accustomed jurisdiction and 
transfer it to a committee that never before had it would be a direct 
reflection either upon the capacity or the integrity of the Committee 
on Commerce. It could be taken in no other way. I do not speak 
of this as resting alone upon the rules; but I say taking the rules 
and the practice—the long continued and uniform practice of the 
House—such action could susceptible of no other reasonable in- 
terpretation than as a reflection either upon the intelligence or the 
justice of the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Mr. Speaker, much of the argument of my 
colleague, (Mr. REaGAN,]} the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, interesting as it is, does not bear upon the question before the 
House. The considerations touching the constitutional authority 
given to this House and the policy of encouraging commerce apply 
equally, whether the House chooses to refer the subject to one agency 
or another ; for the committees are nothing more than agents of the 
House. The constitutional authority of the House and its policy 
are matters for the House to consider; and such considerations con- 
ne ane for peatreting one soni to the other, ~ either 

mittee 18 only an agency for carrying out the purposes of this body. 

Another consideration urged b caisemes tS the practical inane 
Yenience of bringing bills of this kind before the Committee of the 
Whole House, involving the danger of overloading the measure with 
humerous amendments. In reply to this I will only say that it is just 
a8 casy to pass an “omnibus bill” containing river improvements as 
it ig tO pass.an omnibus bill containing river and harbor improve- 








ments. The same usage of not referring the measure to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, but passing it in the House by a two-thirds 
vote, might apply in one ease just as much as in the other. 

But, sir, can the action here proposed be construed as a reflection 
upon the Committee on Commerce, as indicated by my colleague ? 
When the Committee on Railways and Canals of the present Congress 
met, the first thing we considered was the rule under which we were 
acting. That rule wasso plain that there can be no dispute about it. 
It places under the jurisdiction of the Committee on Railways and 
Canals everything relating to roads and canals and theimprovement of 


| the navigation of rivers. Now, the Committee on Commerce hold their 


jurisdiction as to rivers by inference only, because rivers are the means 
of carryingoncommerce. But if, because rivers are highways of com- 
merce, theinference arises that this subject belongs to the Committee on 
Commerce, would not asimilar inference take away from the jurisdic- 


| tion of the Committee on Railways and Canals their jurisdiction as 


to railways and canals? For certainly railways and canals are high- 
ways of commerce as much as navigable rivers; so that if all high- 
ways of commerce are by inference to be taken away from the prov- 
ince of our committee, then you must take away not only the subject 
of rivers but all questions relating to railways and canals, which the 
plain letter of the rule refers to our committee. 

This is a question simply of the rules. I take it that the rules 
mean something ; and if this discussion should have no other effect 
than to do away with the impropriety of having a rule read one way 


| while the usage is perpetually in conflict with it, I believe a desir- 


able end would be reached. I think the rule on this subject is so 
clear that any one who reads it cannot doubt its meaning. The usage, 
I admit, is to a great extent on the other side. It is not, however, 
invariably on the other side ; and there have been exceptions all the 
time until the Forty-third Congress, when the improvement of the 
Mississippi River was referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, the chairman of the committee being then Mr. McCrary, 
the present Secretary of War. It is true that during the last session 
of Congress the point was not made, and we might now have 
passed it over, but the Committee on Railways and Canals consid- 
ered it their duty to bring the matter before the House in the manner 
in which they have done. To reverse arule by a continued disre- 
gard of it strikes me as not the correct manner of proceeding. If 
the House considers it proper, for any reasons, that this subject 
should go to the Committee on Commerce, let the rule be changed ; 
but do not allow the rule to stand one way while the usage is the 
other way. As to any personal reflection which may be involved in 
the action of the House, the Committee on Railways and Canals 
might as well say that it is a personal reflection when a subject given 
to them by the direct letter of the rule is taken away from them and 
intrusted by usage to another committee, as my colleague says has 
been done with reference to the improvement of rivers. 

The subject of interior improvements and that of harbor improve- 
ments can be very easily distinguished. Harbor improvements, im- 
provements of the sea-coast, go to the Committee on Commerce by 
inference merely; they are not opecially mentioned in the rule pre- 
scribing the business of that committee; but the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals make no claim of jurisdiction over those subjects. 
The necessary distinction can be readily made. Railroads and navi- 
gable rivers are subjects of interior improvements; harbor improve- 
ments constitute another subject. I see no reason why these two 
subjects should be inseparable. If they must be inseparable, it would 
seem to me the most reasonable inference that they should all go in 
the direction where one has been especially seut, than where neither 
has been sent except by inference only. 

It has been said that the rule on this subject stands in the attitude 
of a statute which has become obsolete by non-user. But I call at- 
tention to the fact that this rule was re-enacted as recently as the 
15th of October. At the beginning of every Congress the rules of 
the House are re-enacted; they have no existence between one Con- 
gress and another; and although this rule was originally adopted in 
1831 and has been readopted in every subsequent Congress, still its 
present strength rests on its re-enactment by the present Congress. 
It therefore seems to me an unfounded assumption that a rule enacted 
but a few weeks ago and not interfered with in the present Cougress 
so far as the action of either committee is concerned, should have 
become obsolete by non-user. 

I will only say in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, as it looks tu me, it 
should be apparent to every one that the rules should not be one 
way and the observance another. If this House on full consideration 
of the whole subject thinks it proper to refer it to the Committee on 
Commerce, whether for the reason that they object to the composi- 
tion of the Committee on Railways and Canals or not, in that case I 
say change the rule and make usage and law uniform and not have 
one in direct contradiction to the other. 

But I may add that the Committee on Commerce is overloaded. It 
has an enormous number of bills referred to it. The Committee on 
Railways and Canals on the contrary has very little business before 
it. If any such reason should be considered therefore, why not sub- 
divide measures of this kind where they are capable of subdivision 
not only, but where they are subdivided by the letter of the rale 
itself, and let them go to be considered each subject by ite separate 
committee? Divide the business, in other words, between the two 
committees. 
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I repeat again, Mr. Speaker, that the practical result will be the 
same thing, that all bills relating to the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of rivers may be considered in one omnibus bill like the general 


| 


bill including both rivers and harbors, and it may be disposed of in | 


the same summary manner. T wi 
amendments does not apply to it any more than to the bill providing 
for both rivers and harbors; and it is just as easy to have the same 


The danger of being overloaded with | 


practice in reference to these two omnibus bills, one for the improve- | 


ment of rivers and the other for the improvement of harbors, as it is 
to have it en a bill comprising the two subjects. That disposes in 
my opinion of the only practical objection raised to it. 

Mr. DUNNELL. 
in reference to the question now pending before the House. 
glad the whole subject is to be referred to the Committee on Rules, 


having the utmost confidence in the ability of that committee to | 


decide fairly and fully the very interesting question now raised. 

It has been evident since the commencement of this Congress that 
the Committee on Railways and Canals was ambitious to get hold of 
matters which have never heretofore in the history of the Government 
Leen referred to that committee. The argument of the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, is overwhelming in its statements. The history of legislation 


Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a few observations | 
I am | 


Mr. Speaker, I believe that the Government ought to do more thar 
it has been doing in the past in the interest of commerce. | beliey, 
in internal improvements, in the improvement of the harbors and 
rivers of the country. It is my hope that there may not be diseoy. 
ered in this House or in this Congress a disregard of our foreign apg 
internal commerce, whether it be shown by failing to provide for 4 
improvement of the harbors and rivers or by failing to remove oj, 
structions to our interstate commerce. I hope, sir, this House y; 
pass a liberal appropriation bill during the present session, for th, 
improvement of the harbors and the rivers. 

Let me say to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER,} why 
represents a State that has asked a good deal and is every day askiny 
that it is not in the interest of that State to seek a division of 1. 
agencies that may here be made use of to bring about liberal appro- 
priations, not only for that State but the whole country. He knows 
very well that there has entered into this controversy something of 


| personal feeling. It is not for the interest of his State that there shal) 


in this House shows that the reference of bills for harbor and river | 


improvement has been to the Committee on Commerce without excep- 
tion, and that no river and harbor appropriation bill ever came before 
either branch of Congress which was not reported from that commit- 
tee except in the early days, when in a few instances it came from 
the Committee of Ways and Means. The Committee on Railways 
and Canals was never intrusted with the formation of a river and 
harbor bill. 

Another point has been made which I think ought not to escape 
the attention of the House, and especially the attention of the Com- 


be discovered a clashing of interests when one great interest is to be 
subserved. Iam in favor of a liberal appropriation for the rivers ang 
harbors of Texas. I will vote as liberal appropriations for that State 
as for my own or for any other State in the Union. We need liber. 
erality in this direction. We shall not get a proper appropriation jf 
we attempt to dfvide the jurisdiction over this question by giving a 
part to one committee and a = to another. I repeat that Iam 
well satisfied with the tribunal to which this question is to be sept. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I desire to say one word in reply to the gep- 
tleman who has just taken his seat. He refers to this asa personal mat- 


| ter which I have brought up, if I understand him aright, and he says 


mittee on the Rules, and that is the impossibility of having two com- | 


mittees act upon the same subject, the improvement of commerce by 
the improvement of our rivers and harbors. There may be a propo- 
sition to improve a given harbor at the mouth of a river and also the 
river. Itis here contended that one committee shall discuss how 
much money should be appropriated to the improvement of the har- 
bor at the mouth of the river, and another and different committee 
to discuss how much money should be given for the iroprovement of 
the river itself. The Committee on Commerce must necessarily have 
charge of all matters which pertain to the facility of commerce, and 
the rivers which may be navigable and upon which the commerce of 
the country floats are as much within the province of the improve- 
ment of the commerce of the country as the seas themselves or the 
harbors wpon the coast. 

The very fact, Mr. Speaker, that for so long a time Congress has 
80 invariably sent to the Committee on Commerce questions which 
aflect the commerce of the country, including always the improve- 
ment of the rivers and harbors, is to my mind very conclusive. In 
1831 this Committee on Railways and Canals first came into exist- 
ence, but in that year nor ever since did anybody propose to send a 
bill providing for the improvement of rivers and harbors to that 
committee; and the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. SCHLEICHER] who has 
just taken his seat admits that such has been the custom of the House. 
That custom indicates clearly the construction given to these tworules. 

All at once we seethe ambition of this Committee on Railways and 
Canals seeking to obtain what does not belong to it, and never has 
belonged to it according to the practice. There may be cases where 
the river to be improved is local in its character, with the beginning 
and end inside the same State, which might properly be referred to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals. Ihave noticed, in looking 
through the history of this matter, a number of instances in the 
early times that bills were referred to that committee when they 
were for the improvement of a harbor, not in the interest of com- 
merece, but a bill coming from the War or Navy Department where 
the improvement was desired for the purpose of the Army—where the 
improvement was asked that the Army might move more readily 
from one point to another, or that a harbor might be improved for 
naval purposes. In such cases bills have gone to other committees 
than the Committee on Commerce; but where the question was one 
ef commerce as generally understood, as interpreted always in the 
history of the Government down to the present time, ninety-nine out 
of every hundred of such bills as shown by the record, and as I am 
glad will appear by the Recorp in the morning, have gone to the 
Committee on Commerce. To divide the work of that committee is 
not politic ; it will renderthe labor of the two committees conflicting 
and no good can come out of it. 

Now, it will be seen at once thatif the Committee on Railways and 
Canals should report an appropriation bill for rivers then those mem- 
bers of the House who might desire the improvement of the harbors 
formed by these rivers would be solicitous to know what the Com- 
mittee on Commerce would recommend for the improvement of the 
harbors, and vice versa. The wholequestion of improvement, whether 
it be of harbors or rivers, in the interest of the commerce of the 
country, should be in the hands of one committee, whatever that 
committee may be. The whole question should be grasped and pro- 
vided for by one committee. Any attempt to divide this question of 


improvement will bring about a conflict that must result disastrously 
to the interests of commerce. 


| 


it is not in my interest or the interest of the improvements of my 
State that I bring this forward. Now, sir, it happens that the chair. 
men of both committees are from the same State, and there is really 
no clashing of interest between them. But I have not brought this 
forward as a personal matter. I have brought it forward under the 
instructions of my committee. It is not on account of any personal 
preference or personal choice of my own, but I cannot disobey the 
instructions of my committee. The committee find in the rules that 
there are certain duties assigned to them, and they instruct me to 
bring this before the House, and that I have done. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I should not have taken part in this discussion 
were it not for the fact that reference has been made to the action of 
the committee of which I am a member, the Committee on Railroads 
and Canals, as if it were dictated by ambition on the part of that 
committee and its chairman. So far as that statement is concerned, 
I will say that I admit the forceof that argument and its consistency 
in the gentleman who makes it, [Mr. DUNNELL,] for he belongs to 
the committee which has been most ambitious in this matter in face 
of the express rule of the House on this subject. 

In so far as my action on this question is concerned, I desire to say 
that there is no interest at all involved affecting myself or the local- 
ity which I have the honor to represent in this House. I came here, 
Mr. Speaker, in October, a new member. I shall not detain the 
House, either now or in future, in any case unless | believe it to 
be my duty to give expression to my views on the question which 
may happen to be under discussion. In this matter 1 find myself in 
this position. I am amember of the Committee on Railroads and 
Canals; and I find that that committee has its existence by reason of 
Rule 94, which reads as follows: 

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Roads and Canals to take into consid- 
eration all such petitions and matters or things relating to roads and canals, and 
the improvement of the navigation of rivers, as shall be presented, or may eome in 
question, and be referred to them by the House, &c. 

Here, Mr. Speaker, we find the express terms of this rule control- 
ling—absolutely and essentially, with the force of law, controlling 
this subject. Why, sir, I am surprised by the remark of my friend 
from the West, who sits at my right, [Mr. DUNNELL,] when he says 
that the argument of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. ReaGaN] is 
overwhelming on this subject. My friend is too good a lawyer to 
claim for a moment that any custom or practice has force or effect in 
face of an express rule or regulation of law. Why, sir, there is no 
force in any custom or any practice except from the presumption that 
that custom and that practice are founded upon some express resola- 
tion of the body having power to enact such custom or regulation. 
Then, sir, I say a custom cannot be pleaded in face of the express 
rule of this House. I assert as a rule of parliamentary practice that 
if there be no objection, a custom may obtain by common consent and 
have force against a rule, if it be not invoked against such practice; 
and this upon the ground that all rules may be rendered inoperative 
by common consent ; but when the aid of a rule is invoked, no mere 
sufferance of a breach thereof can be permitted to override the rule. 
Hence whenever objection is made the question is brought to the 
attention of the body and it must be decided in accordance with the 
express terms of the rule. 

I will say, if I am correctly informed, that the question has never 
been raised in the House when the matter has been decided in the 
House, that it has not been decided in favor of the Committee ¢0 
Railways and Canals, and there are two instances embodied in the 
report of the Committee on Railways and Canals which have beet 
read to the House this morning, in which the question was decid 
in favor of that committee. The Committee on Commerce was 
created in 1795; necessarily until the Committee on Railways and 
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! 
as created that committee had charge of the subject because | 
late to the question of commerce ; but to what kind of com- | 

ll these bills for the improvement of navigation of rivers | 

late? I answer, the internal commerce of the country. Now, I 
ae t for the consideration of this House that Rule 94 created ex- | 
— the Committee on Railways and Canals for the purpose of 
pn di » to that committee all questions relating to inlaad transporta- 
a me the time that committee was organized there was not a 
aed in existence in the country and hence its name has been 
aomael from the Committee on “ Roads and Canals” to that of the | 
Committee on Railways and Canals, as has been stated to-day. The 
thought that seems to have been embodied in the rule was to take | 
from the Committee on Commerce these subjects relating to inland 
transportation and commerce. : : Ss 
[am not on my feet to insist that the ommittee on Railways and 
Canals should have jurisdiction of these bills, if in the discretion of 
the House it is thought best to amend the rale and to permit the 
Committee on Commerce to have charge of them. I donot care which 
committee has charge, bat I submit that if we are to send these bills 
to the Committee on Commerce we ought to amend the rule. It is 
pest to put this question at rest at once and forever, that the rule 
and practice of the House may hereafter be certain, uniform, and un- 
questionable. 

Mr. CONGER obtained the floor. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman yield to me for 
a motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. CONGER. I have but a few remarks to make and I prefer to 
make them to-day. ' 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot see that there is any conflict between the 
committees headed by the two distinguished gentlemen from Texas 
[Mr. SCHLEICHER and Mr. REAGAN] or that the practice of the House 
has in avy manner made a contlict with the rule. The rule is per- 
fectly plain and the practice of the House is admitted to be, by all 
parties on all sides, what my friend says the rule requires. 1 see no 
conflict at all. The rule read by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. MITCHELL] refers to the Committee on Railways and Canals 
such matters relating to roads and to canals and the improvement of 
the navigation of rivers as should be presented and referred—the word 
is referred—to that committee. The gentleman should besatistied with 
what the House sees fit to refer to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, and if the House under the rules does not refer a matter to 
that committe and never has done so, they can feel in no manner 
aggrieved ; they cannot feel insulted. The rule gives them whatever 
the House refers to them and nothing more; but, sir, it is important 
that the appropriations for rivers and harbors should not be divided; 
that the appropriation for one should not be referred to one commit- 
teeand the appropriation for the other to another committee, because 
they are so intimately connected with the object and subject-matter 
of the appropriation in connection with the value of the harbor and 
the value of the navigation of the river that two committees could not 
act advisedly in regard to an appropriation for a harbor at the mouth 
of the river which would be only valuable perhaps if another appro- 
priation were given for the improvement of the river itself. 

Now, the original ebject of this rule and the only reason for the 
rule referring this matter to the Committee on Railways and Canals 
was that in those days the Government entered into a system of 
improvement of navigation of rivers by means of locks, and dams, 
and canals around rapids, and they did it by an appropriation of 
public lands; appropriations for canals independent of river navi- 
gation; and they added to that the improvement of rivers, because 
at that time, as gentlemen will find if they refer to the records, the 
improvements of rivers contemplated merely means of land grants 
for the construction of locks for slack-water navigation, and canals 
to pass around the rapids and falls in the rivers. It was therefore 
very proper that the subject should go to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals at that time ; but there has never been to my knowledge 
committed to the Committee on Railways and Canals measures for 
the improvement of navigable rivers solely. More than that, there 
have never been committed to that committee the improvement of 
navigable rivers by means of canals and locks which merely con- 
nected the navigation above the rapids or falls of the river with the 
navigation below them, as, for instance, in the cases of the Louisville 
and Portland Canal, the canal at Rock Island, the Des Moines, and 
the Sault Sainte Marie Canal. All these canals were constructed to 
make continuous navigation upon rivers, and such measures have 
never been referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

But, sir, bills providing for an artificial channel, passing from still 
water to still water, an artificial canal, have been referred from the 
beginning to the present time to the Committee on Railways and 

anals. You will recollect, Mr. Speaker, that when, in the last Con- 
gress or the last Congress but one, the subject was brought before the 
House whether there should be a canal from the Mississippi River 
into Breton Bay, a purely artificial channel going out of the river 
and into the Gulf, not through any part of the river, that subject was 
committed by the House to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
That committee examined the subject, brought in their bill, and tried 
to pass it through the House. The House, however, did not support 
the bill. That measure was for an artificial canal as an outlet from 


a eee pi River as a means of passage from the Mississippi River 


Canals w 
jt does re 
merce doa 
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That bill having failed, and another measure for the improvement 
of the river itself being brought before the House, it was without any 
question immediately referred to the Committee on Commerce. On 


| the other hand, when the canal project was abont to be submitted to 


the Committee on Railways and Canals, the Speaker will remember 


| that that committee was organized with special reference to the con- 
| sideration of that great question, with the distinguished gentleman 
| from Iowa, the present Secretary of War, at its head. 


I may say further, and I call the attention of the Speaker and of 
the members of the Committee on Rules to this fact: the power upon 
this subject in every Congress has for years been originally given, 
not first perhaps by the reference of bills, but in the distribution 
of the subjects of the President’s message, which almost invariably 
contains some recommendations for the improvement of rivers and 
harbors. The reports and documents accompanying that message 
have always contained the engineers’ reports of surveys and their 
recommendations for the improvement of harbors and rivers. And 


| invariably in the distribution of these matters to the several commit- 


tees, as the Committee on Rules will find upon examination, this sub- 
ject has been uniformly, at the commencement of every session of 
Congress, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and that reference 
has carried with it the whole subject. 

For years no improvement of rivers or harbors has been made ex- 
cept apon the examination and survey of the Corps of Engineers and 
the report of engineers made to this House. At the commencement 
of every regular session of Congress that report, accompanying the 
President’s annual message, with all the recommendations for every 
improvement of every river and every harbor for which appropria- 
tion was asked, has been referred by resolution to the Committee on 
Commerce, unquestioned and unchallenged by anybody. The Com- 
mittee on Rules will find an unbroken line of precedents showing that 
the whole subject-matter, with all the surveys, estimates, and recom- 
mendations, with the portion of the President’s message relating 
thereto, has been referred to the Committee on Commerce without 
question or challenge. 

I will not enlarge upon this subject now. If that matter should 
come from the Committee on Rules (I presume they will report upon 
it) and we come to discuss the occasion for referring any of these 
matters to the Committee on Railways and Canals—except the arti- 
ficial canals which are not properly improvements of rivers, and in- 
asmuch as we have with very few exceptions not entered into the 
plan of improving rivers by slack-water navigation, by means of 
locks, and by side canals, for that is not the present mode of improve- 
ment—I think the rules should be changed, and that the subject of 
the improvement of harbors and rivers should all be given to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Now, to my democratic friends on the other side of the House (and 
both the gentlemen who are claiming these powers for their commit- 
tees belong to that illustrious party and are worthy of that distin- 
guished nanie) let me say that the great reason why the Committee 
on Railways and Canals has never had assigned to it by any Congress 
this power over the navigation of rivers was this: All the strict construe- 
tionists of the Constitution deny the right of Congress to make these 
interior and internal improvements and to appropriate money for any 
such purpose. Those who desired, in favor of their constituencies 
and of the commerce and navigation of the country, to find some- 
where a power by which they could make appropriations for the im- 
provement of their harbors and their rivers, all the leaders of the 
tierce democracy bent every effort within their power to avoid what 
they called the strict construction of the Constitution, and to find 
some opening by which, without violating the democratic conscience, 
they could improve their harbors and their rivers. They could not 
find it in the power to make railroads or roads and canals. If there 
was any power to improve roads they found it in the power to estab- 
lish post-roads, and therefore the subject would have to be referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

They could tind no power either to improve roads or to build canals. 
But, in order to quiet the conscience of our democratic friends all over 
the country, they did look for and they did find, too, in the power to 
regulate commerce the power to pass all necessary laws to effect that 
object. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. 
question ? 

Mr. CONGER. One little question. [Laughter.] 

Mr.SCHLEICHER. DoI understand the gentleman tosay that this 
House has more power through one committee than through another? 

Mr. CONGER. Not entirely that, although the power of which we 
are speaking, the power to regulate commerce, has by every strict- 
construction democrat for the last ten years been admitted to be so 
broad as to enable the most tender conscienced of all the democrats 


of this House, the very strictest constructionist, to vote for river and 
harbor bills. ° 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 
neighborhood. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. CONGER. Yes; and to vote for all the river and harbor im- 
provements all over the country, in order to secure that one in his 
own neighborhood. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. DolI understand the gentleman to say that 
the conscience of the Committee on Commerce is more tender than 
the conscience of the Committee on Railways and Canals? 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 


For improvements in his own 
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Mr. CONGER. I can scarcely believe that, with the distinguished 
chairman of the Committee on Railways and Canals standing visibly 
before me, so plain that even I, short-sighted as I am, can behold him. 
{ Laughter. } 

tut the point I make is this: The reason the rule has become ob- 
solete under the usage of the House, is a reason that lies deeper than 
the demands of a committee; it lies far back of the pride or the am- 
bition of the chairman ®f any committee; it lies in that principle 
of strict construction, of which my distinguished friend from Vir- 
ginia, {[ Mr. TUCKER, ] who sits near me, is the physical and beantiful 
embodiment in this House. [Laughter.] The Committee on Railways 
and Canals and their friends could tind no power in the Constitution 
to appropriate money for roads or canals or for improving the navi- 
gation of rivers. But, sir, there is always found a great general 
power, a blessed power—to be used when we want to use it and to 

hrown aside when we do not want to use it—a power to be found 





be thre 
in those beautiful clauses upon which the feet of the strict construc- 
tionist from Virginia may rest in peaceful repose—the power to regu- 
late commerce and to do all that benefits commerce. Ah, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was able to discover this sweet resting place for 
the fierce democracy to gather round in voting money for internal 
improv the power to regulate commerce, as including the im- 
provement of rivers and harbors, as well as the building of light- 
houses, &c. Under this power the entire democratic vote, North and 
South, East and West, has been found in late years putting through 
these internal-improvement bills, under a suspension of the rules, so 
that the tender conscience of the strictest constructionist 
could not be offended. In this way hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars have been voted, contrary to the old doctrine of the democracy, 
and with no authority whatever, if they had not been able, under the 
lead of the Committee on Commerce, to tind authority under the 
power to regulate commerce. 

Now, sir, | fear that if we take away from the Committee on Com- 
merce the control of this subject, the traditions which have gathered 
around it may all go for naught; that we shall no more have this 
tender, delicate, sensitive yielding up or pushing aside of the old 
strict-construction notions of my democratic friends. The cherished 
traditions of the democracy cannot gather around the Committee on 
Railways and Canals as they do around the Committee on Commerce. 
The stern Committee on Railways and Canals have no white-winged 
commerce to admire, and no suitable place of repose for the strict 
constructionist. Let us keep—and I trast the Committee on Rules 
will remember what I say upon this subject—let us keep this power 
of appropriating money for the improvement of the grand rivers and 
harbors of our land; for the building of light-houses on our coast 
wherever a pharos is needed—let us keep this power where republi- 
can and democrat can clasp hands upon a construction of the Consti- 
tution which will enable us all to give our votes for internal improve- 
ments. 

W hen, eight years ago, I first became a member of the Committee 
on Commerce, | recollect that one democrat especially came before 
our committee and urged an appropriation for a river in his neighbor- 
hood; a river that tlowed past his door, in which in other days he had 
bathed his weary limbs and in which his children now found refresh- 
ment. I asked him whether he was ready to vote for the appropria- 
tion, and he said: “Iam a strict constructionist; unfortunately I 
cannot vote for the appropriation myself, but the republicans will 
pass some bill, and I would like my river to appear on the map of 
internal improvements.” One after another, as some gentlemen here 
will recollect, democratic members came before the committee and 
urged appropriations for their rivers and harbors, Texan gentlemen 
amoug others; but they said that they belonged to the old school of 
strict constructionists and could not themselves vote for the appro- 
priations. I, a young, inexperienced member, not knowing anything 
about the proprieties of the House, thought that I might say to these 
gentlemen: “ But, if you cannot vote for these improvements of rivers 
in your districts, 1 will not agree to put them in the bill.” It was 
rude for me to use such language ; 1 have learned better now than to 
say those rough things. [Laughter.] But I did say so then, and our 
committee said so too. Then, one after another, my strict-construc- 
tion democratic friends pored over the Constitution night and day 
till they found a clause under which they could feel authorized to 
vote for such improvements. It was in the power to regulate com- 
merce that they found this infinite relief. [ Laughter. ] 

In this age of conciliation, when the waters tlow peacefully, we 
have reached the stage when we may join hands in improving our 
rivers and harbors, when we may make the navigation of the vast 
multitude of our streams a competing power with the monopolies 
which would otherwise oppress those who have freight to carry, the 
products of the soil and of the mine. 

And, sir, to be more serious, perhaps, than is becoming me on this 
auspicious occasion, [laughter,}] I very much doubt whether, if the 
Committee on Rules should become so mfatuated, should be misled 
by the eloquence of the chairman of the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, or by his threatening appearance, as to transfer to that com- 
mittee the power to improve the navigation of rivers, and divide 
that improvement from that of harbors, the days of such improve- 
ments in these United States are ended for many long years. No, sir; 
let us keep these subjects as they have been kept heretofore, the 
light-houses, the improvement of harbors, the improvement of rivers, 
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all in the hands of the same committee, and, if it be possib}e 
keep them in the hands of a committee around which is ¢ 
that constitutional power which appeals with such eloque 
such persuasive tones to the strict-constractionist, de 
{ Laughter. } 

Mr. CRITTENDEN obtained the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman from Missouri will 
move the House adjourn. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will yield for that purpose. 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection pending the motioy 
adjourn, the Chair will lay before the House certain communicatig), 
now lying upon the Speaker's table. - 

There was no objection. 

RUSH LAKE MILITARY RESERVATION. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House g 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report on House } 
No. 779, granting right of way through Rush Lake military reserva. 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, _ 

LIEUTENANT CHARLES WILKINSON. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Hon» 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report on Hons 
bill No. 119, to remove charges against Lieutenant Charles Wijkiy 
son, late One hundred and second Pennsylvania Volunteers; whic} 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ‘ 


’ let Us 
Athered 
nee and in 
mocratic Mind 


yield [ y ! 


EXPENSES OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Houw 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a stutement showiny 
the expenditures of the appropriations for contingent expenses of the 
War Department and its bureaus for the fiscal year ending June 3), 
1877; which was referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
War Department. 

J. D. RYAN. 

On motion of Mr. SINGLETON, by unanimous consent, leave was 
granted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers 
in the case of J. D. Ryan and their reference again to the same con. 
mittee, no adverse report having been made. 


ROBERT CROZIER. 


On motion of Mr. THROCKMORTON, by unanimous consent, leave 
was granted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the 
papers in the case of Robert Crozier, no adverse report having been 
made. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. VAN VORHES was granted ten days’ leave of absence, on account 
of important business. 

WEST FRONT OF CAPITOL BUILDING. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, 
the bill (S. No. 179) to authorize the taking of certain parcels of land 
for public use at the intersection of Pennsylvania avenue and Mary- 
land avenue, on the west front of the Capitol grounds, was taken from 
the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, not to be brought back bya 
motion to reconsider. 


And then (at four o’clock and twenty minutes p.m.) the House 
adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee: Papers relating to the claims 
of James A. Bowling, John J. Hill, James Moffitt, John W. Rosaman, 
and John M. Watkins, for compensation for property taken by tbe 
United States Army—to'the Committee on War Ciaims. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of 900 citizens of Altoona, Peno- 
sylvania, and vicinity, for an amendment of the homestead laws— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. CRAVENS: The petition of John C. Ray, for relief—to the 
Committee on War Claims. as 

Also, the petition of W. Jesse Buchanan, late first lientenant Thin! 
Michigan Cavalry, that his military record be corrected so that his 
discharge from the Army date from February 12, 1866—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DWIGHT: The petition of citizens of Tompkins County, 
New York, for the payment of the expenses incurred by the Twen's- 
first Regiment New York Cavalry in returning to their homes a!!! 
being discharged—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FORNEY: The petition of W. M. Weaver, for an allowance 
due Robert Johnson for compensation under the second provise °! 
section 25 of the act of June 30, 1874, relating to the internal reve- 
nue—to the Committee of Claims. : 

By Mr. GARDNER: Papers relating to the claim of D. W. McClung 
for compensation for services rendered as an assistant quartermaste!, 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GAUSE: Papers relating to the claims of Jeremiah F. Dar 
ris, Philip R. Jones, Thomas A. Moore, W. N. Robertson, and Miles VW. 
Vansickle, for compensation for property taken by the United States 
Army—to the same committee. 
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py Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of Joseph Forest 

+ compensation for the occupation of his property and for wood 
et ai rom his lands by the United States Army—to the same com- 
ane! - ’ 


7 By Mr. HERBERT: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
a tes tween Pollard and Monroeville, Alabama—to the Committee 
Fi he Post-Oftice and Post-Roads. 
r By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claims of William S. Cal- 
~ Jesse HL Harper, Martha A. Gardner, James N. Hunter, and 
Newton, for compensation for property taken by the United 
ox Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 
Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claims of M. N. Davis 


DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE OF RAILWAYS AND CANALS. 


The SPEAKER. The question first in order is the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, the preamble and resolution submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER, ] on which tne gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I yield to gentlemen to ask unanimous con- 


| sent. 


(. Lewis for compensation for property taken by the United | 


. Army—to the same committee. 
papers relating to the claim of John Q. Larman, Joseph L. 


iid Thomas P. Sparks, for compensation for services rendered | 


} Pt 
she United States—to the Committee of Claims. 


Ry Mr. KNOTT: The petition of Cora 8. Ives, for an appropriation | 


yay the amount due her late husband, Joseph C. Ives, deceased, 

‘services rendered the United States—to the Committee on Appro- 
Bs ‘Mr. MANNING: Memorial of the board of regents of the Amer- 
‘ean Printing House for the Blind and American University for the 
Blit d, for an appropriation to afford advanced facilities for the edu- 
cation of the blind, similar to those provided for deaf mutes—to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 


taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MULDROW: Papers relating to the claims of J. W. Cansey 
and Andrew Cathey for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Mason A. Steele, for relief from 
acharge of desertion from the United States Army—to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of W. A. Tannahill, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. POLLARD: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route between Chillicothe, Cary Hill, and Blue Mound, Missouri— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SEXTON: The petition of Commander Bushrod B. Taylor, 
United States Navy, for an investigation as to whether the resolution 
of Congress adopted July 1, 1870, relating to the examination of 
ofticers for promotion, &c., has been complied with—to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

by Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: Papers relating to the claim of 
James C. McBurney to be relieved from accounting for an amount of 
mouey embezzled by one of his deputies while collector of the second 
district of Georgia—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON : A paper relating to the establishment 
} of a post-route between Coleman City, Belle Plain, and Butialo Gap, 

laylor County, Texas—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads. 

by Mr. VANCE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Waynesville, North Carolina, and Big Creek, Tennessee, 
by way of Mack’s Patch, Fine’s Creek, and Crab ‘Tree—to the same 
committee, 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of Hon. James Sill and other citi- 
zeus of Erie, Pennsylvania, for the purchase of land and the erection 
thereon of a suitable building for the United States courts and Gov- 
ernment offices in said city—to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: The petition of Anna H. Nones, 
for a pensioa—to the Committee.on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of John Hallaran, 
for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: Papers relating to the claim of 
Samuel Schifter for compensation for cotton seized by United States 
oflicials—to the same committee. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claims of Mary M. Manna- 
man, Charles D. McLean, Thomas G. Neal, Edward J. ‘Tucker, John 
Pittman, and Mary L. Rodner, and Caroline Keho, Clara E. Bryan, 
and James J. Ammonett, executor, &c., for compensation for property 
taken, used, and destroyed by the United States Army—to the same 
committee, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of H. F. Farnsworth to be reim- 
bursed the amount wrongfully collected ef him as a fine by United 
States officials—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of James G. Williams for com- 
peusation for services rendered the United States as a guide and 
Scout during the late war and for property lost while in the service 
of the United States—to the same committee. 
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ae pane mat at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 





ADJOURNMENT CVER THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, by unanimous consent, submitted the 
following resolution ; which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. ; 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That when the 


House adjourns on the 10th of the present month it adjourn to meet on the 10th of 
January next 


W. E. EVANS. 


Mr. ELLIS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1897) to remove the political disabilities of W. E. Evans, a citizen of 
Louisiana; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be primed. 

GEORGE W. CUSHMAN. 


Mr. EWING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 1898) for the relief of George W. Cushman; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to 


; a a | be printed. 
Also, papers relating to the claim of M. W. Young for property | i tana 


REAR ADMIRAL 


Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I ask unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table Senate joint resolution No. 5, authorizing 
Rear Admiral W. Reynolds, of the United States Navy, to accept cer- 
tain presents tendered him by the Kings of Siam, for reference to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I suggest tothe gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia matters of that kind have heretofore had the consideration of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and this should take the same ref- 
erence. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I have no objection to that. 

The joint resolution was taken from the Speaker's table, read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee cn Naval Affairs, 


W. REYNOLDS. 


IMPROVEMENT OF LITTLE KANAWHA. 


Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Speaker, to present 
the proceedings of a public meeting of the citizens of the counties 
of Wood, Wirt, Calhoun, and Gilmer, held at the court-house of 
Grantsville, Calhoun County, and the accompanying memorial, for 
reference to the Committee on Commerce; and | ask that the papers 
be printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. DUNNELL. What is the object of the memorial ? 

Mr. WILSON. It asks for an appropriation of money for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Little Kanawha River. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Why print it in the Recorp? 

Mr. WILSON. As a matter of courtesy to these citizens of West 
Virginia. 

Mr. DUNNELL. All other resolutions and memorials on the same 
subject have been referred to the Committee on Commerce without 
printing in the REcorD, and I do net see why this should be an 
exception to the rule. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the printing in the Recorpb. 

Mr. WILSON. I move, then, that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


TRANSFERENCE OF CLAIMS, 


Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent to submit for present con- 
sideration the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That so much of the President's message as relates to claims anine 
under the act of July 4, 1864, and now pending in the offices of the Commissary anc 
Quartermaster Generals, and so much of the report of the Secretary of War as re- 
lates to the same subject, be referred to a special committee of ——— members of 
this House, to be appointed by the Speaker ; and that such committee be charged 
with the duty of ascertaining and reporting whether the claims aforesaid should 
be transferred from the otlices of the Quarterm.ster and Commissary Generals as 
recommended ; and, if so, to what tribunal now existing or to becreated they should 
be transferred. 


Mr. WOOD. I object. This matter is now before the Ways and 
Means Committee, which will report a general resolution for the dis- 
position of the President’s message. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask, then, that the resolution may be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that the resolution 
should more properly be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. WILSON. 
on the Judiciary. 
tribunal. 

Mr. EDEN. The resolution should go to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from West Virginia asks to have 
the resolution referred to the Judiciary Committee ; and the gentle- 


I would prefer that it should go to the Committee 
It is proposed to transfer tnese claims to a new 





28 


man from Illinois [Mr. EDEN] moves to amend by having it referred 
to the Committee on War Claims. . 

Mr. BURCHARD. I think it should go to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. WOOD. 
lution referred ? 
The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. WOOD. Then! object. 
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| House, the ambition of individuals, or the broken custom of the Hou i. 
To what does that rule refer? According to my construction 
refers to the interstate commerce of this country. ‘I will state to», 

| House that the Committee on Railways and Canals is Willing that the 

| Committee on Commerce shall take charge of the business of the - 
bors, for they pertain rather to the external or sea-going coms a 
of the country than to the interstate commerce. We are y ‘lin 
under the rule, to concede that business to the Committee oy Cow 
merce ; but we think the rule pertains exclusively to that businos 

That committee was formed in the year 1795 and had contro! of ¢ 

business in connection with the Committee of Waysand Means yy:, 

1831, and then the Committee on Railways and Canals was {forp, 

Now, why was it formed? That is the legitimate question, ‘Thc 

gentlemen who occupied seats in Congress at that time formed no ry), 

unless there was a purpose in it and a reason for it, and they for, 
| this Rule 94 in words as follows: ’ 


Does it require unanimous consent to have the reso- 


DUTY ON INCOMES, 

Mr. HARRISON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1899) to provide for a duty on incomes ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. M. LOUISA RANDOLPH. 
Mr. POTTER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


1900) for the relief of Mrs. M. Louisa Randolph; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PHILIP W. STANHOPE. 


Mr. CARLISLE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. | 


No. 1901) for the relief of Philip W. Stanhope ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM LUKENBACK. 


Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


1902) granting a pension to William Lakenback; which was read a | 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, | 


|} come in question, and be referred to them by the House ; and to report ther 


It shall be the duty of the Committee on Roads and Canals to take into coy 
eration all such petitions and matters or things relating to the roads and capo 
and the improvement of the navigation of rivers, as shall be presented, or », 





together with such propositions relative thereto as to them shal! seem expedient 


I take this position, Mr. Speaker, as a lawyer, that by the use of 
those words they are words of limitation, they are words of detiyi. 
tion, and that by the very use of the words “for the improvement of 
the navigation of rivers” it was the determination and desire by the 


| adoption of this rule that these questions should be referred alone 


to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. Crirrpy. 
DEN] allow me to ask him a question? 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly. 
Mr. DUNNELL. I would ask the gentleman from Missouri, if }y * 

be correct in his statement, whether itis not asingular fact that there 

| was no contemporaneous construction of the rule given at that tine? 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. In answer to that I will say that there was 
a contemporaneeus construction, a legislative interpretation, given to 
the rule at that time. Andif the gentleman desires to put it upon 
that point, I will call his attention to the fact, that for seven years a 
after the formation of that committee not a single solitary bill of . 
this character was referred to the Committee on Commerce; they 
were all referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. Is not 
that asignificant fact? Should it not have great weight at this day! 
Now let me come to the point. 


and ordered to be printed. 
Several members called for the regular order. 


DUTIES OF COMMITTEE ON RAILWAYS AND CANALS. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called, the House re- 
sumes the unfinished business of yesterday, being the consideration | 
of the resolution reported yesterday by the Committee on Railways 
and Canals. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. This, as I conceive, is no question of dispute 
between the Committee on Commerce and the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals. What is desired is only to have this House inter- 
pret the rules prescribing the functions of those two committees and 





determine whether the business, the immense business relating to 


the improvement of rivers which is presented to this House shall go | 
to the Committee on Commerce or to the Committee on Railways and | 
The gentlemen who assume to argue—and I am glad to see | 
my friend from Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL] present and so near me— | 
the gentlemen who assume to argue in behalf of the Committee on | 


Canals. 


Commerce have almost taken the position that the Committee on 
Railways and Canals is not a part of this House, that it is not enti- 
tled to any of the business of this House. The gentleman from Min- 
nesota says we are ambitious and grasping for business with an un- 
toward ambition, based, as he appeared to argue, upon unnatural 
motives. He is greatly mistaken. We seek only to do our duty asa 
committee, not to one section but to the whole country. 


There is a laudable ambition, Mr. Speaker, that I think should | 


prompt every committee of this House to seek the business that le- 
gitimately belongsto it. Knowing the complexion of the Committee 
on Railways and Canals, as I do, 1 do not believe that they would 
intrude to the extent of one inch upon the duty that belongs to the 
Committee on Commerce or any other committee. We are only am- 
bitious to secure that business that we think, under the rules of the 
House, belongs to us, and not to the Committee on Commerce. We 
are not ambitious for work. Whether right or wrong, we are not in 


that respect so industrious as that we are seeking duty or work that | 


does not belong to us. We are only after that work that we think, 
under the rules of the House, belongs to us. For that we are con- 
tending, and for that alone. 

Before the Committee on Commerce there are already six hundred 
bills, as I understand, for the improvement of the rivers and harbors 


of this country, while there are before the Committee on Railways | 


and Canals only about fifteen bills of that nature; so that I think, 


when we take into consideration the pressing wants of the country, | 
and when we take into consideration the condition of this Congress, | 


with the great pressure that is resting upon it, such business as this, 
of such vast importance, relating to the improvement of the rivers 
of this country should go to that committee that has the least work 
to perform and to which it legitimately belongs under the rules of 
the House. If that is unnatural ambition, Mr. Speaker, I fail to see 
it. It is commendable to the highest degree. 

Now, let us look for a moment at the rules of the House and then 
we can determine the position in which we stand. Rule 79 states: 

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Commerce to take into consideration 
all such petitions and matters or things touching the commerce of the United States 


a8 shail be presented, or shall or may come into question, and be referred to them 
by the House ; and to report from time to time their opinion thereon. 


altered or abolished, as far as commerce is concerned. We should look 
to it, and not beyond it, to ascertain our line of duty. Itis eversafe to 
follow law and prescribed rules not depending on the whim of the 








The gentleman from Texas [MM 
REAGAN ] stated that he desired the table which he presented shoul 
go forth to the country in order to save labor to those who should 
occupy seats in this House hereafter. Now, I say it with all du 
respect to the gentleman that his table is incorrect and is not im- 
pressed with that usual care and consideration which he geuerally 
devotes to his business, and he should have revised it betore its pub- 
lication. For instance, I call attention to one fact: he says that in 
the first session of the Twenty-third Congress, there were three bills 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and not a single one r- 
ferred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. I will state, and 
I have the Journals of the House here to prove it, that so far from 
that being true, only three bills were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and thirty-three to the Committee on Railways and Ca- 
nals at the first session of the Twenty-third Congress. Then, again, 
I call attention to another grievous error committed in his argument 
He said that at the first session of the Thirty-second Congress there 
were twenty-three bills of this character referred to the Committee 
on Commerce and not a solitary bill referred to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals. The fact is, that seventeen bills were referred 
to the Committee on Ra&ways and Canals at that very session whea 
the gentleman says that not a solitary one was referred. Such errors 
should have been avoided, as they are too apparent to be overlooked 
or made. 

I will say to the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] who % 
happily closed the argument yesterday by his exuberant witticisis, 
that a part of these very bills were so referred by a gentleman of bis 
own name, from the State of Michigan, I suppose the geutlemau’s 
honored father. 

Mr. CONGER. I suppose that gentlemen bearing my honored name 
made mistakes then as they do now. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly they make mistakes now, and nove 
more frequently than the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. REAGAN. Will the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. CRITTES- 
DEN ] allow me to call his attention to one matter for the purpose 


| ascertaining if he is informed upon the subject ? 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is in reference to the bills which he says were 
troduced in the Twenty-third and in former Congresses. Were those 
bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes; I have them right here ; if the gente 
man desires it, here is therecord of them. For instance, bill No.0 tot 
the improvement of the Rock Island and Des Moines Rapids in the Mis 
sissippi River. Then there isthe memorial of the Chamber of Com 


. : " | merce of Saint Louis in regard to the improvement of the Obio Rivet 
This rule is the chart by which this House is to be governed until | 


at Louisville. There were twenty-three of these bills one alter the 
other referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and a reco 
kept at the time, which record I have here in the Journals ot this 
House. 
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1877. 
. vou will see that the gentleman is mistaken in his table. 

Therefore you . 1 a 1 high ending 
oo him, with all due respect to the learning and high standing 

I adviet sntleman, to revise this table before he permits it to go forth 
ee werld with the impress of his elevated name and seal of his 
-_ seunen. Figures, it is said, cannot ~ al iia ‘2 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Figures cannot lie, but men very fre quently 

“about figures. {Laughter.] The gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
itraGAN] has not done it, but somebody else has done it in a way to 
vey to him a wrong impression. 5 es 
Xow we come back to this Rule 94. It isarule of definitive power; 
is q rule of limitation. The use in it of these words, “for the im- 

ovement of the navigation of rivers,” shows especially and par- 

larly that all the bills which were to come in here for the im- 
ovement of rivers Were intended to be referred to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals. : : 

1 he gentleman from Texas directed our attention to law yesterday. 
[now call his attention to the law which we think bears upon our 
case in reference to the definition or the interpretation of these two 
rules. We hold that Rule 94 coming after Rule 79 was made for the 
purpose of defining, interpreting, and limiting Rule 79. What is the 
jaw in regard to that? Allow me to state here that the same prin- 
ciple which is applicable to a statute is applicable to a rule of this 
kind. This is the law: 

If the latter part of a statute is repugnant to a former part, it shall stand, and so 
far ‘as itis repugnant shall operate as a repeal of the former part. So if there are 
+wo statutes on the same subject which are repugnant, the latest operates as a re- 
peal of the first, so far as the repugnancy extends. 

That is the law; that is uncontroverted, for the reason leges posteri- 
ores priores contrarios abrogant. That is, that which is last in time re- 
peals or abrogates that which is first. That is the principle of law. 
The gentleman also argues that the fact of the non-user of this Rule 
94 had entirely destroyed it. Now I ask if in all candor, as a lawyer 
of eminent standing, he takes the position that the non-user of a 
rule destroys its vigor and activity ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I will state to the gentleman, without having the 
authority before me now, that I do not think there is a rule of law 
better known to the law-books and to lawyers than that rule which 
declares that corporations often cease to exist simply by non-user, 
without any special act of repeal. This is not a law, but a rule of 
the House simply, a rule for our government, a rule receiving daily 
interpretation by the House. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Is it not a known principle of law that an 
act of Parliament is never abrogated by non-user ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I have tried all the time to preserve the distinction 
between an act of Parliament or an act of Congress and a rule or 
by-law of a corporation or a rule of this House, subject daily to the 
interpretation of the House, and not amounting to the dignity of a 
law, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do believe that this rule is not abrogated, 
cannot be abrogated by non-user ; yet, conceding even for argument’s 
sake that this rule has not been in use for ten years—I deny that, 
however, because I say it has been re-enacted within the last few days, 
and stands now in full vigor and power upon our books and among 
therules that govern the House—I say that, although it may have been 
the case that this rule has not been used, still it is not at all destroyed 
by non-user. And even though it had not been used for ten years, 
you could evoke it into full vigor and power as though it had been 
enacted but yesterday or the day before. And, it now stands upon the 
rules of this House for the purpose set forth in it, and you cannot 
destroy it by saying that it has not been in use for a great number of 
years. It has been in daily use since its enactment and is as full of 
life to-day as that rule under which the gentleman from Texas is act- 
ing as chairman of the Committee on Commerce. 

Now let us look at the real facts of the case; and in saying “ real 
facts” Ido not wish for a moment to be understood as saying that 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] has misrepresented them. 
lam not inclined to cast a shadow on what the gentleman says in 
defense of his position, without being able to show that he is greatly 
mistaken and that his whole argument is based on a false premise. 

Now, during the second session of the Twenty-third Congress this 
Committee on Railways and Canals was formed. During that session 
the Committee of Ways and Means reported the usual bills for con- 
Unuing improvements of harbors, rivers, &c. No general bill for 
the improvement either of rivers or of harbors was presented at that 
session; that is,no bill was initiated that session. The Committee 
(Y ays and Means never initiated a bill for that purpose, but such 
‘is came to it from some other committee, and they made the ap- 
/ropriations, or at all events took the bills into consideration. The 
Voumittee on Roads and Canals presented several special bills that 
session for the improvement of rivers and harbors. During the first 
‘ession of the Twenty-third Congress the Committee on Roads and 


Canals report two general bills for the improvement of roads, 
tivers, and harbors. 


Mr. REAGAN, 
gentleman that if 
statement w 


For the sake of accuracy, allow me to say to the 
he will observe my remarks he will see that my 
i 4s that no law appropriating money for the improvement 
aa ers and harbors had ever been passed upon the recommendation 
7 © Committee on Roads and Canals. I did not say that that 
Cmmittee never had reported such a bill. 
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Mr.CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir; at the second session of the Twenty- 
third Congress the Committee of Ways and Means reported the usual 
bills for continuing old improvements; the Committee on Commerce 
reported a bill for harbors alone ; the Committee on Roads and Canals 
(“ railways” had not then been introduced as part of its name) re- 
ported a general bill of amendments to the bill of the preceding ses- 
sion for improvements of rivers. At the first session of the Twenty- 
fourth Congress the Committee of Ways and Means reported the 
usual bill for continuing old improvements ; the Committee on Com- 
merce reported a general bill for harbors; the Committee on Roads 
and Canals reported two general bills for rivers; thus showing that 
according to the original interpretation the Committee on Commerce 
had not jurisdiction of rivers at all; that these were regarded as 
belonging to the province of the Committee on Roads and Canals; 
and this was contemporaneous with the formation of the rule, and 
contemporaneous with the events that were transpiring in regard to 
the interpretation of these two rules, and should have great weight 
in this argument or debate at this day. Such guides are valuable 
when doubts arise and should be followedto a sate conclusion. They 
are not the devices of ambitious leaders. 

At the second session of the Twenty-fourth Congress the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means reported the usual bill for continuing old im- 
provements ; the Committee on Commerce reported a general bill for 
harbors; the Committee on Roads and Canals reported a general bill 
for rivers. At the first session of the Twenty-fifth Congress—the 
extra session—nothing was done in reference to river improvements. 
At the second session of the Twenty-tifth Congress the Committee of 
Waysand Means reported the usnal bill for continuing improvements ; 
the Committee on Commerce reported general bills for harbors; the 
Committee on Roads and Canals reported bills for improvement of 
various rivers, Which were added as an amendment to the harbor bill. 

I now come to the third session of the 'Twenty-fifth Congress, the 
period when the evil of these “omnibus bills” began its existence ; 
and I say here in my place that I believe no greater evil has ever 
grown ap in this House than the incorporation of all these improve- 
ments into a general “omnibus bill,” and passing it under the suspen- 
sion of the ruies, without regard to whether particular appropriations 
are right or wrong. A great number of little streams, many of them 
not large enough to float a common-sized duck, are joined with streams 
of importance ; and members are forced to support this general bill 
in order that they may get through their small appropriations for 
local purposes. I say that this is an evil, a growing and a crying evil, 
which should be repressed in this House during this session; and if 
this House will address itself to that good work it will commend itself 
to the respect of the country. A subject or subjects demanding ap- 
propriations of the public money, that will not stand the light of in- 
vestigation and debate, is not worthy of consideration, and should be 
discarded and ignored as a sham and a fraud, gotten up for individual 
purposes and selfish ends. 

Mr. REAGAN. The point with which the gentleman is dealing is 
one of interest and importance. I recognize the evil of which be 
speaks; but I desire to ask him whether he can suggest any other 
way by which the improvements of rivers and harbors can be carried 
through. Does he not know that if this system is abandoned it puts 
an end to the possibility of appropriating money for improving the 
rivers and harbors of the country? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, I think that the evil can be 
remedied, even if it takes months of argument. We had better de- 
vote to this subject considerable time and trouble than have this 
vicious system growing up in this House, doing great detriment to 
our legislation. Such a practice does violence to the conscience of 
every Congressman who comes here. I think that this practice pre- 
sents to members a certain degree of temptation by which many are 
influenced. We had better repress the evil than let it goon. It is 
more honored in the breach than in its observance. It is never too 
late to correct an evil and to do whatis right. 

Again, at the third session of the Twenty-fifth Congress no bill 
passed; the general bill of the previous session was carried over and 
was acted on. The Committee on Roads and Canals reported special 
bills for improvements of the Allegheny River and for the improve- 
ment of certain rivers in Florida. At the first session of the Twenty- 
sixth Congress no general bill for either rivers or harbors was re- 
ported from any committee. The Committee on Roads and Canals 
reported several special bills for improvements of variousrivers. No 
general bills were reported then ; but special bills for improvements 
were reported by this Committee for the improvement of rivers and 
harbors. 

At the second session of the Twenty-sixth Congress no general bill 
for improvements of either harbors or rivers was reported from any 
committee. At the first session of the Twenty-seventh Congress— 
the extra session—nothing was done in reference to rivers and har- 
bors. At the second session of the Twenty-seventh Congress the 
Committee of Ways and Means reported the usuul bills for continu- 
ing old improvements and the Committee on Roads and Canals re- 
ported a general bill for rivers. Are not these contemporaneous ex- 
pressions of Rule 94 and a condemnation of the position occupied by 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce? It so appears to me. 

All along the track that we have gone over you see that the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals had the control of this matter. It is the 
general disposition of stronger powers to absorb the weaker and 
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a 
smaller. The Committee on Commerce has undertaken this, not un- 
der the leadership of the gentleman from Texas, (Mr. RkaGan, | but 
under the leadership of gentlemen who have gone before him. Now, 
the Committee on Railways and Canals, under the lead of its re- 
spected chairman, the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER, ] is 
asking the House to return tothe Committee on Railways and Canals 
the powers that legitimately belong to it—not powers that are ultra 
vires. We ask the imposition of no labor that does not belong to us; 


but we ask to be permitted to perform the duties which really should 
devolve upon us. 


on Appropriations as they were then to the Commit y 

eae They have been reported back to the ating dy ware and 
the Committee on Appropriations, as then to the Committee ae 6 
and Means. That has been the history of all the general ap : ays 
tion bills for many years until the last river and harbor bi a 
Committee on Ay. 
ere e then which js) 
charge of the appropriations by the House. Then it was the w ~ 
and Means; but since that time the Committee on Appropriatio, _ 
been formed, and these bills making appropriations for So - 
Atthe third session of the Twenty-seventh Congress the Committeeon | harbors have been prepared by the Committee on Commerce oe 
Roads and Canals reported several special bills for the improvement of ferred then to the Committee on Appropriations before passing y th 


was passed by the House without reference to the 
: | , 
rivers. A memorial for the improvement of James River was presented | one or two exceptions. 


propriations. They were referred to the committe 


in this session and referred to the Committee on Commerce January 5, Mr. CRITTENDEN. I fail to comprehend the gentleman oy) 
1843. I ask the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] to listen for | fails to comprehend me. I wish to know from the gentleman fro, 
one moment, for this isan honorable contest between honorable com- | Texas why it was these bills were not referred to the Committee on 
mittees. 1 will go back and read again: A memorial for the improve- | Commerce instead of the Committee of Ways and Means, as both of 
ment of James River was presented in this session and referred to | those committees were in existence at that time? omeede the 
the Committee on Commerce January 5, 1843. The Committee on | Committee on Appropriations was not in existence until 156; 


Commerce asked to be discharged from its consideration and that it | why, when the Committee of Ways and Means and the Committ 
‘ . . . T . . UT Le 
be referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, There is a B 


on Commerce existed, why was not this business referred to the Coy. 
complete recognition of the power that belonged to the Committee : 


mittee on Commerce, to which the gentleman says it legitimately 
on Railways and Canals, and that too by the very committee to which | belonged, instead of to the Committee of Ways and Means. It seems 


the gentleman now claims this business legitimately belongs. Any- | strange indeed that a committee should have been formed for a ape 
thing which comes from Virginia is, of course, sacred, and should be | cial purpose, as the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] contends 


I concede ti 


ue 


duly regarded. and that the business for which it was formed was not referred to jt 
At the first session of the Twenty-eighth Congress so much of the | after it was formed. 
President’s message—we now come to the departure of business from Mr. REAGAN. I will state to the gentleman from Missouri j; 


one committee to another—so much of the President’s message as | seems that, including and since the second session of the Twenty. 
related to the improvement of western lakes and rivers was, by special | third Congress, there have been fourteen hundred and forty-one bills 
order of the House, referred to the Committee on Commerce. 1t was | for the improvement of rivers and harbors referred to the Commit. 
by a special order of the House and that, too, for the first time. This | tee on Commerce, covering, I believe, all the sessions during that pe 
was in the first session of the Twenty-eighth Congress, and that com- | riod, except about half a dozen in which there were no bills referred 
mittee for the first time included appropriations for rivers in the Mr. CRITTENDEN. Hundreds of bills for the improvement of 


general bill for harbors. rivers were referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, after 
Mr. REAGAN. The Committee on Commerce ? it was formed, and those bills that went to the Committee on Com. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir. merce were not contended for, as they should have been, by the Com 
Mr. REAGAN. When was that? mittee on Railways and Canals. ; 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. The first session of the Twenty-eighth Con- Now, for the Twenty-eighth Congress the Committee on Commerce 
gress, seems to have continued including general appropriations for rivers 


Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman from Missouri will examine the in their harbor bill. Those special bills for the unprovement of va- 
records carefully he will find by the act of March 27, 1816, the Com- | rious rivers were referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
mittee on Commerce reported a bill appropriating $175,907.37; by | The doctrine of non-user was brought to bear in the argument of the 
the act of March 3, 1823, a bill which appropriated $98,850; by the | gentleman on yesterday, but the fact that these bills were being cou- 
act of May 26, 1824, a bill which approptiated $40,000; by the act of | tinuably referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals entirely 
May 20, 1826, a bill which appropriated $55,320; and by the act of | destroys hisidea of non-user if there were no other destruction of it 
March 2, 1827, a bill which appropriated $32,179.45. 7 Then, in the first session of the Twenty-ninth Congress, the Cou- 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. But that was all done before the Committee | mittee on Commerce reported a general river and harb r bill; buta 
on Railways and Canals was formed; and that is the difference be- | bill for the improvement of the Mississippi River was referred to th 
tween the gentleman and myself. Committee on Railways and Canals. Similar cases are found down 

Mr. REAGAN. From that date down to 1838 the Committee on | to the first session of the Thirty-third Congress, when a test question 
Ways and Means reported appropriation bills for the improvement of | ¥@S made on the reference of the bill for the improvement of the Illi. 
rivers and harbors. Ever since then they have been reported mostly nois River. Now I desire to call the attention of the gentleman from 
from the Committee on Commerce. “ | Georgia, [Mr. STEPHENS, ] who I am glad is now in his seat, to that 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If the Committee on Commerce is entitled to | contest. And I say here to the gentleman from Texas, the chairman 
this business, why is it, then, that the Committee of Ways and Means | of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. REAGAN, ] that this was the 
took charge of river and harbor appropriation bills instead of the | Only contest that ever sprang up in this House between these two 
Committee on Commerce during the time to which he has referred ? committees. 

Mr. REAGAN. I cannot answer the gentleman fully without taking Mr. REAGAN rose. 
more of his time than I feel I should. I called the attention of the Mr. CRITTENDEN. I ask the gentleman to wait until I get 
llouse yesterday to the reasons why bills for the improvement of rivers through with this contest. I challenge him now to show one solitary 
and harbors were referred tothe Committee of Ways and Means instead instance where this question ever came up to a decisive vote between 
of to the Committee on Commerce. It grew out of the controversy be- | these two committees, aside from this to which I am now referring 
tween artis age ical parties at that time as to the power of the Gov- | | understand that there was a contest in 1554, but if the gentleman 
ernment to make any general system of internal improvements, and will have a little patience I will show him that that contest pro- 
by reference to every debate where this question arose it will be found ceeded on another idea altogether, or on two other ideas that were 
that particular point cut an important figure. There was a deter- touched upon yesterday by the gentleman from Michigan, [ Mr. 
mined effort to resist the exercise of any power on the part of the CoNGER,] who has a full comprehension of the difierences of opinion 
Government to enter into any general system of internal improve- | Out of which that debate arose, It was a debate upon the construe- 
ments. The Committee of Ways and Means took charge of the im- | tion of the Constitation, engaged in by leaders of the whig and den- 
provement of rivers and harbors for the reason it was feared that by | 0cratic parties. There was no republican party then ot national 11- 
a reference of the subject to the Committee on Commerce it would | portance; it was local then, as now. I will return to that debate 
lead to a general system of internal improvements. But this com- | «directly. 
plication is not now a matter I need to go into. If the gentleman Now, sir, this was a contest that sprang up between these two col- 
will examine the records he will find what I state to be true. mittees on the reference of a bill for the improvement of the Illinois 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. From the gentleman’s argument it was deter- | River. That contest was between Governor Yates, now dead, and 
mined before this time that these bills belonged legitimately to the Mr. Seymour, of New York. Mr. Yates introduced a bill of wiuch 
Committee on Commerce. : previous notice had beer given, making an appropriation for the 1- 

Mr. CK INGER. Will the gentleman allow me? provement of the navigation of the Illinois River, which was reae 

Mr. CRIT TENDEN. With a great deal of pleasure. twice by its title. I read now from the Congressional Globe, page 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman inquires why the Committee of | 2°4, volume 24, part 1, session 185152: 


Ways and Means took charge of these appropriation bills, as I un- | Mr. Yates moved that the bill be referred to the Committee on Roads and 
derstood him. Canals, 


Mr.CRITTENDEN. 8 i Tr: ‘ Mr. Seymour, of New York, moved to refer it to the Committ on Commerc’ 
hom peak a little louder; I do not hear your ques- The question being first put upon referring it to the Committee en Roads and 





~ PREEE m Canals, upon a division 65 rose in the aflirmative. 

war. NGER. The gentleman inquires why the Committee of | . Mr. Seymour demanded tellers, which were ordered, and Messrs. Seymour snl 

* ays and Moone took charge of the appropriation bills he has re- om beh ad coppers - k a ed S- . 

erred to. That was before the Committee on A iati » Watan aaked for the yeas and nays, whioc were ordered, and the 
: ppropriations was Mr. W 

organized in the House; but the gentleman will find since that time Oa 


1 ‘ being put, there. were—yeas 113, nays 70. 
river and harbor bills have been referred generally to the Committee !_ That is for the reference to the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
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i ae 
; the yeas the name of the distinguished gentleman 
2a carga, ®BO aon occupied the floor of Congress with so much 


imself and the country. 
_ oe AN. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? 


to report the general bill for the improvement of rivers and harbors; 
but there were repeated cases in each Congress of reference of spe- 
cial bills to the Committee on Railways and Canals. For instance, the 
bill for the improvement of the Illinois River, in the Fortieth Congress, 





Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir. ya be ‘ and the question of the improvement of the mouth of the Mississippi 
Mr. REAGAN. Itisto call attention to the action in 1854, to which | River, which was referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
| called attention yesterday. I make a digression here to say that I was here at that time and wit- 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I ask the gentleman to give me his attention | nessed the contest that was going on upon the part of the honorable 
for afew moments more upon this point, and I will then certainly gentleman who has charge of that great improvement; I mean Cap- 
return to the debate of 1854 and show him that he has entirely miscon- | tain Eads, of Saint Louis. He asked an appropriation upon the part 
ceived its purpose and its determination. of the Government for the opening of the mouth of the Mississippi 

Now, sir, in this list of yeas and nays I find among the names | River, and the committee never questioned for a moment that it was 

of those who voted for the reference to the Committee on Railways | a constitutional power to make such appropriations and that the 
and Canals such names as that of Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, such | committee had the right to discharge that duty in making such a rec- 
names as that of Andrew Johnson, such names as that of General John | ommendation. 
C. Breckinridge, and the names of other distinguished men on both Mr. REAGAN. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? Did not 
cides of this House; men who had given the subject deep and that take place in this way: The question first taken up was in re- 
thorough study, and then and there it was determined that this ref- | lation to the Saint Philip Canal, a canal connecting the Mississippi 
erence should be to the Committee on Railways and Canals in allsuch | River with the waters of the Gulf and relating to the mode of exit 
cases. That is, that action of the House was decisive upon the ques- | from the Mississippi to the Gulf, and was it not therefore committed 
tion at issue, and was so intended to be. to the Committee on Railways and Canals? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I come to that debate of 1854. Isay to the gen- Mr. CRITTENDEN. There were two different subjects altogether— 
tleman from Texas, and I reiterate it, and I think I am correct—if not | the Saint Philip Canal and the improvement of the South Pass. 

Iam willing to be corrected—that the contest was not then directly Mr. REAGAN. The one was so connected with the other that the 
between these two committees, which should have charge of that | two had to be considered together. 

part of the letter of the Secretary of War referring to the improve- Mr. CRITTENDEN. Both involved the same general idea, the im- 
ment of rivers and harbors—I say that the contest was not so much | provement of the great Mississippi River; and I am glad here to bear 
upon the question whether it should go to one committee or the other | my testimony to the fact that that great engineer, whose very name 
as it was upon the question which of those committees was the most | is redolent with energy, ability, honor, and science, has laid his hand 
favorable to the improvement of the rivers of this country. That | on the mouth of that great river and, like the prophet of old, de- 
was the main question, I think, that then engaged the attention of | clared it open; and it has been open to the commerce of the whole 
that Congress in 1854. world from that day to this; and he in his simple greatness has fore- 

And I say here to the gentlemen, there were two other points in | shadowed the power to make every drop of water that flows down 
that contest, one of personalism and the other which committee of | that stream available and useful to bear to the markets the com- 
the two was the more national and could, under that clause of the | merce of our States, of our whole country. And there is not an 
Constitution which gives Congress control over commerce, make ap- | American citizen, whether he lives North or South, whether he lives 
propriations or ask for the same to be made under the then prevail- | East or West, that should not speak the name of James B. Eads with 
ing construction of that Constitution in democratic minds. There | the very greatest and the highest respect. What he has done has 
were strict constructionists then of the Constitution who would make | been done for the interest of the whole country. He has opened the 
no appropriations unless express powers were then found in that | mouth of that river so that the commerce of the river from the great 
sacred instrument. Many pranks have been played with that instru- | States of Kansas, Nebraska, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, and 
ment since those days by the gentlemen on the other side of this | other similar States, can pass out through its mouth to the markets 
House and their predecessors. of the world unchecked and unhindered, and return to the producers 

Ido not think I am at this time amenable to that charge, for my | the richest rewards. All hail to the name of James B. Eads, the 
instincts and my political training in years gone by have always been | quiet gentleman, the true patriot, and the great civil engineer. 
in favor of a liberal construction of the Constitution of the United Now, before I close this argument I desire to havesread before this 
States in reference to these measures. House a letter addressed to me by the present Secretary of War, who 

It was argued then in that debate that the more liberal committee, | was chairman of the Committee on Railways and Canals during the 
or the one that would come more generally under that clause of the | Forty-third Congress. I say here for him, and I suppose the state- 
Constitution for the improvement of rivers, or 1 may say for the im- | ment will tind response froin every member of this House, that a more 
provement of commerce, was the Committee on Commerce; that it | calm, judicious, and honorable man is not to be found than George 
had more latitude; that it was a more national committee, and that | W. McCrary, the present Secretary of War, nor one more capable 
the Committee on Railways and Canals was more limited and rather | to decide disputed points in law, rules, or legislation. 
more a State committee ; and it was decided by the House, in order The Clerk read as follows: 
to extricate itself from the position in which it found itself, to give 
the matter to the Committee on Commerce rather than to the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals. That was the consideration that 
decided the question rather than whether, under the rules, the matter 
belonged to the one committee or to the other. AmlIright? I ask 
the gentleman from Texas now. 

Mr. REAGAN. The impression on my mind is that it was an ear- 
nest contest, ably conducted, between the Committee of Ways and 
Means, the Committee on Commerce, and the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, and it closed, by common consent, by referring the letter 
of the Seeretary of War upon the subject to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Now I will read from the debate and show 
that it was admitted by the gentleman representing the Committee 
on Commerce that he was in error in regard to the form of Rule 94, 

which was then Rule 98: 

Mr. Dunpar. Lyield the floor that the rule may be read. 

The Clerk then read the ninety-eighth rule, as follows: 

~ 98. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Roads and Canals to take into con- 
sideration all such peittions and matters or things relating to roads and canals, and 
the improvement of the navigation of rivers, as shall be presented, or may come in 


question, and be referred to them by the House ; and to report thereupon, together 
with such propositions relative thereto as to them shall seem expedient.” 


The Clerk then read Rule 98, which was in totidem verbis the same 
rule that now stands as Rule 94, without the difference of a letter. 
After the reading of the rule Mr. Dunbar said : 
a am a novice in legislation and do not pretend to be au fait in the practice of this 
— and the duties peculiar to each of its committees, but I perceive that the 
Tule which has just been read gives the Committee on Roads and Canals more 
— than I supposed it looking to the nomenclature of the commit- 
of this House, Be that as it may_ it only shows that either committee may ap- 
Propriately consider the subject of internal improvements. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. It was admitted by the leader of the contest 


on the part of the Committee on Commerce that the rule had more 


ae he supposed from looking at the nomenclature of 


succeeding Congresses, this Committee on Commerce continued 





























War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, November 15, 1877. 
My Dear Sir: Your favor of the 12th instant, relative to the jurisdiction of cer- 
tain committees of the House of Representatives, has been received. The question 
as to the jurisdiction of the Committee on Railways and Canals over the subject of 
ri er and harbor improvements was only informally considered while I was chair- 
man of that committee. It always seemed to me clear that when Rale 94 of the 
House was adopted it was intended that bills for the improvement of the naviga 
tion of rivers should be considered by that committee; bat for many years the 
custom has been to refer the river and harbor bill to the Committee on Commerce ; 
and in view of this fact, and in consequence of the large amount of business before 
the Committee on Railways and Cauals in the Forty-third Congress, that commit- 
tee did not see fit to :aise the question in the House. 
Very truly yours, 
GEO. W. McCRARY. 
Hon. T. T. CRITTENDEN, 
House of Representatives : 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. It will be seen from that letter that Secre- 
tary McCrary had given this subject calm consideration, and after 
having done so he had determined that the Committee on Railways 
and Canals was entitled to all such business as this, although he 
states that by general consent, as it would seem, this business, to a 
very great extent, had passed into the hands of the Committee on 
Commerce. That, however, is not the question where it had gone 
by consent, but this is the question, and I state it as I close as I stated 
it when I commenced, the only question is, where does this business 
legitimately belong at this time under this contest? It, by the force 
of Rule 94, by virtue of the decision of this House in other days, by 
remote and modern usage, belongs to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals; and to remit it to any other committee would be dealing 
singularly, to say the least of it, with one of the committees of this 
House. 

Mr. Speaker, I have dealt with the question at issue with candor 
and if with some vigor of language or spirit it has been more from 
the interest that I have taken in the debate than from the want of 
the highest conceivable feeling of regard for the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. EDEN. I now call for the regular order of business. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that there are two or three 
gentlemen who desire to speak upon this subject for a few minutes. 

Mr. EDEN. I will withdraw the call for the regular order. 

Mr. KENNA. As an humble member of the Committee on Com- 
merce I desire to submit a few remarks in reference to the subject 
which is now under discussion before this House. I cannot agree 
with the gentleman who has just taken his seat [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
in the proposition that the only question before the House, the only 


question embodied in the resolution offered yesterday by the gentie- 


man from Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER, ] is the question whether certain 
matters pertaining to the legislation of this body shall be referred to 
one committee or to another. It seems to me that the proposition 
hefore us is a very different one. It seems to me that the proposition 
embodied in the resolution goes to this extent, not whether this par- 
ticular business shall be referred to this or to that committee, but 
whether business which has already been referred by this House to 
the Committee on Commerce, and referred long enough ago for that 
committee to have made its distribution to subcommittees of every 


element of consideration in that business, whether that business shall | 


now, for some reason or for no reason, be wrenched from that com- 
mittee, dragged back into this House, and for some cause, which I 
confess I cannot see from the statements made, shall be referred to 
some other committee,and that, too, a committee which, as is a matter 
of common history in this House, was organized without any refer- 
ence whatever to the class of business now under consideration. 

I cannot agree with the gentleman from Texas [Mr. SCHLEICHER] 
in his argument that the statement by his colleague (Mr. REAGAN } 
of the vast importance of the internal commerce of this country—a 
commerce involving $25,000,000,000—has no bearing on the question 
at issue. It seems to me that any suggestion calculated to impress 
upon this House the importance of our internal commerce, any sug- 
gestion calculated to point out to this House the best and most efli- 
cient agencies to encourage, to promote, to increase, and to achieve 
the transportation of that commerce, is directly in the line of this 
discussion. In pointing to the colossal proportions of our internal 
commerce, the gentleman might well have furnished, without merited 
censure, an estimate of the extent to which aid, divect from the Gov- 
ernment, has contributed to that pleasing result, thus giving emphasis 
to the hazard of changing in a rude and summary way the agency 
through which that aid has been uniformly procured. 

In alluding to the Committee on Commerce as best fitted to ac- 
complish this purpose, I do not mean to be understood as retlecting 
at all upon the personnel of the Committee on Railways and Canals. 
We are all aware of the fact that from the very organization of these 
committees these matters have been referred to the Committee en 
Commerce. We §now that that committee was organized, created, 
selected, and appointed largely with a view to the consideration of 
these very questions. To that extent,and to that extent alene, I 
state here without fear of successful contradiction that the presump- 
tion is at least reasonable that the Committee on Commerce, distrib- 
uted as its members are throughout the country, and selected, as they 
have been selected, with due regard to the interests of every section 
and of the country at large in the great commerce of the nation, is 
better adapted to the satisfactory disposition of questions relating to 
the improvement of the navigation of its great waters. I have every 
respect for the gentleman who is at the head of the other committee, 
as I have also for the members who compose it. 

I differ from the gentleman from Texas, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals, [Mr. SCHLEICHER, ] in his assertion 
that in these matters the “ rule has been one way and the observance 
the other.” I differ, also, from the gentleman who has just taken his 
seat, [Mr. CRITTENDEN, ] in his argument that Rule 94, having been 
adopted after Rule 79 was adopted, repeals the former rule. I deny 
it; the record denies it; and the decisions ef this House, as well as 
its practice for forty years, deny it. 

There is no more familiar principle of law than that a former stat- 
ute may be repealed by a subsequent statute without an express 
statement of the intention to repeal. That proposition, however, 
must be accepted with this qualification—a qualitication which we 
are taught with the rule itself at the very inception of our studies of 
the great profession—that in order to effect the repeal there must be 
an absolute and irreconcilable conflict between the two statutes. 
When the general proposition is stated on this floor it ought in fair- 
ness to be accompanied with the known qualification which belongs 
to it. A subsequent statute can repeal a former statute by implica- 
tion only by virtue of the fact that they are in irreconcilable conflict. 
If they can be reconciled, if a reasonable construction can be made 
to give vitality to both rather than destroy the efficacy of the one or 
the other, they must stand together Such has been the application 
of the rule here. The practice of the House has not been in violation 
of the rale giving jurisdiction of river appropriations to the Commit- 
tee on Railways and Canals. Its course os involved no such viola- 
tion. It has simply involved an exercise of the discretion of this 
House in making reference of the subjects of legislation under and 
in accordance with its rules to one or the other of two concurrent 
jurisdictions. 

I would like to ask the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] 
& question, and if he feels disposed I shall be glad to have his an- 
swer now. If there be one statute conferring jurisdiction upon a 
certain tribunal, and another statute be afterward enacted conferring 





| Commerce to enjoy its proper jurisdiction and to discharge its ap} 


similar jurisdiction upon some other tribunal, does the later Statute 
necessarily repeal the former, or are not the two statutes to be cop. 
strued as conferring concurrent jurisdiction upon the two tribunals} 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. With very great pleasure I will answer the 
gentleman. Where there is a repugnance between the later and the 
earlier statute, I say that the later statute not only by implication 
but by full intendment repeals the former statute. 

Mr. KENNA. Mr. Speaker, I confess that the only “repugnance” 
which I can see in this matter is the repugnance on the part of the 
Committee on Railways and Canals to permitting the Committee pm 
. . TO- 
priate functions, 

As was said here yesterday, the only power vested in the two Honses 
of Congress to make appropriations for ‘ue purposes to which this 
discussion relates is found in that clause of the Constitution which 
gives to Congress power to “regulate commerce.” It has been truly 
stated that a good many years ago there was a serions conflict of 
opinion in the country upon the question whether that  provisioy 
granted to Congress the power to make appropriations for certain 
purposes of internal improvement. But that conflict, with the eXpe- 
rience of the last twenty or more years, seems practically to have 
ended, and public opinion, to whatever extent it may have tended in 
the contrary direction, seems to have yielded at last t» the almost 
uniform practice of Congress in the enactment of laws making appro- 
priations of this character. As that conflict of opinion has disap. 
peared under a practice of this sort, so the feeling of preference ip 
this House for one committee over another, as more favorable to ap- 
propriations of this kind, seems to have passed away. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit that if Rule 79, defining the jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Commerce, does not confer upon that committee 
jurisdiction of the subject-matter of this discussion, then it is clear 
that the provision of the Constitution, which is not so strong in its 
language, cannot cover the right to make these appropriations. The 
provision of the Constitution is brief. It reads as follows: 

The Congress shall have power * * * to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations, and among the several States and with the Indian tribes. s 

Whether this “ power to regulate” carried with it power to aid by 
appropriations for the improvement of the navigation of rivers was 
the question of conflict. But,as I have said, precedents innumerable 
have established, as firmly as precedent can establish any proposi- 
tion, the power of Congress in this behalf. The country and the 
courts have concurred, and the power is established. 

The rule of the House prescribing the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Commerce is as follows: 

79. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Commerce to take into considera 
tion all such petitions and matters or things touching the commerce of the United 
States as shall be presented, or shall or may come into question, and be referred 
to them by the House; and to report from time to time their opinion thereon. 

I submit, therefore, that the rule of this House conferring jurisdic- 
tion upon the Committee on Commerce is at least as broad as the 
provision of the Constitation conferring this power upon Congress. 
The Constitution grants the power to “ regulate commerce” to this 
House along with the other branch of the legislative department. 
This House gives jurisdiction of all matters “touching” the subject 
to the Committee on Commerce. And the jurisdiction of that cow- 
mittee has been recognized by this House by references, which cover 
a period of sixty years and more, of bills of this character number- 
ing fourteen hundred and forty-one! From 1816 to 1877, from 116 
to yesterday, in the very presence and hearing of this bold denial of 
the jurisdiction of that committee, this House, the supreme inter- 
preter of its own rules, has gone on referring bill after bill for the 
improvement of the navigation of rivers to the Committee on Com- 
merce. It is late, indeed, to deny its jurisdiction. The denial cannot 
be maintained. 

We have heard it asserted on this floor that there has been no de- 
cision on this question favorable to the Committee on Commerce, 
and it is a remarkable fact that, while one of the gentlemen on the 
other side of the discussion made this assertion on yesterday, another 
advocate of the same view undertakes to-day to explain away one of 
the most important of those very decisions. Mr. Speaker, if the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. MITCHELL,] before asserting that 
there had been no decision on this question in favor of the committee 
of which I am an humble member, had taken the pains to examine 
the records he would have discovered that in 1854 this question was 
fully, elaborately, and ably discussed. He would have discovered 
also that, no matter what may be the qualifications the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] attempts to make in reference 
the causes which led to that result, the decision was made by this 
House, upon full, able, and elaborate discussion, in favor of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Will the gentleman assert that the intelligent 
gentlemen referred to by him could have undertaken as a matter ot 
mere favoritism, because a certain committee of the House was sup- 
posed to be more inclined to a particular object than another, te 
ascribe to that committee a jurisdiction which did not belong to it? 
Would those gentlemen, because the Committee on Commerce may 
have been more favorable than other committees to certain measures, 
have determined, in the absence of all rule, that that committee had 
jurisdiction? I submit, Mr. Speaker, that they would not; and | 
submit that the decision of this House upon that discussion in 1854 
stands as a precedent, established as solemnly as any precedent can 
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ablished by this House, to the effect that this jurisdiction be- 
gs properly to the Committee on Commerce. 
_ ! .ventleman from Pennsylvania {[Mr. MITCHELL] bad examined 
= os even of the last Congress he would have ascertained that 
— me question was then presented for adjudication by the Chair, 
om ‘that she distinguished gentleman, (Mr. Kerr,) who is now de- 
= ‘d. bat who was then presiding over this body, decided it in pre- 
 eopardanee with the jurisdiction claimed by the Committee on 
, And, Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman had given some 


be est 


pal 
cre 


Commerce. 


ttention to what has fallen from the lips of the present occupant of 
attentl 


the chair during the session of this Congress recently adjourned, he 
Ww ike 


would have discovered that even at the special session just termi- 
nated it was held—incidentally, it is true, but nevertheless by a de- 
cision of the Chair upon question raised—that a bill pertaining to 
the improvement of the navigation of a certain river should properly 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The gentleman’s oversight in this behalf, may be excused on the 
round of his own assertion that this question involves no interest 
affecting him or the locality which he has the honor to represent. 


cre 
= 


That apology would not excuse me, Mr. Speaker, for a neglect of every | 


honorable defense of the rights and jurisdiction of t he Committee on 
Commerce on this occasion. There is no section of this vast country 
more largely interested than my own in the fate of this measure. 
Representing a district that fronts more than a hundred miles on the 


Ohio River, coming from a State along the base of whose mountains | 


of coal and of iron, of timber, of oil, and of salt wind a thousand 
miles of the channel of that mighty stream and its available tributa- 
ries as it carries their great waters to the Gulf, I confess frankly an 
interest akin to solicitude in the result of this contest The Com- 
mittee on Commerce is surrounded with time-honored traditions of 
fairness and liberality on the subject of these improvements. The 
exercise of that liberality, subject to such limitation as good sense 
and sound discretion may impose, is a matter of the deepest concern 
to my district, to my State, and to my country. The Committee on 
Commerce has been organized by competent hands with due regard 
to that responsibility. They will meet it without fear or favor. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, with the decisions to which I have referred 
fresh in the memory of this House, with the almost unbroken line of 
precedents for half a century and more, with the rule in full force 
and vigor giving the Committee on Commerce jurisdiction of all mat- 
ters touching the commerce of the United States—a rule which is 
broader than the language of the Constitution itself—with the busi- 
ness of the session already referred to that committee divided ameng 
its members, all of it in progress and some of it already enacted into 
statute, I for one am most willing that this proposition to wrench 
from the Committee on Commerce its jurisdiction and transfer its 
functions shall go to the Committee on Rules, as already agreed, to 
be disposed of by that committee in the manner most calculated to 
subserve the best interests of the whole country. 

Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as one of the Committee 
on Railways and Canals I am sure I but express the sentiment of the 
whole committee when I say they had no desire to wrest from the 
Committee on Commerce any duties which properly belong to that 
committee. Lam a novice in legislation; but when my attention was 
called to the rules regulating the duties of the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals, these words struck my attention: “And the im- 
provement of the navigation of rivers.” I ask my honorable friend, 
the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, what that means? Why 
was that clanse inserted in that rule, and how is it to be interpreted; 
how is it to be interpreted in any way which will exclude the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals from any right to consider questions 
concerning the improvement of the navigation of the rivers of the 
country ? 


If it is surplusage, then the House which adopted that rule cer- | 


tainly did not understand the force of the language used ; and if it is 


not surplusage, then no difference what action has been taken upon | 


it by the House hitherto, the simple question for us now to consider 
is, has the action hitherto in reference to the construction of this rule 
been wrong and shall that action be continued or shall it now be 
ascertained what is the true interpretation of that rule so that the 
House may act in accordance with that true interpretation? 

Mr. REAGAN. I stated yesterday that, under the language of Rule 
‘M, bills for the improvement of the navigation of rivers might be 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, or to either com- 
mittee, but that the uniform action of the House has given construc- 
tion to the rule in referring all bills for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors, with a few exceptions, to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. If it be true, as stated by the gen- 
tleman from Texas, that these bills may be referred to either com- 
mittee, where then shall we draw a dividing line; when shall a bill 
appropriating money for the improvement of the navigation of rivers 

‘referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals so as to in- 
crease the facilities of commerce in the country, and when shall it 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce? The duty, it seems to 
me, of the House should be to interpret the two rules so that they 
will harmonize, so that both may stand. It seems to me the duty of 
the Committee on Commerce is plainly set out in Rule 79, and the 

guage of that rule shows it was not intended to be understood at 
time the rule was adopted that that committee should have juris- 
n of the improvement of the navigation of rivers or anything 


Vu—3 


concerning the navigation of rivers, because the very House which 
adopted Rule 94 inserted in that rule the express provision, not con- 
tained in Rule 79, that the Committee on Railways and Canals should 
have charge of all matters touching the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of rivers. 

Mr. REAGAN. No such construction has been given by anything 
reported from the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. That may be true, not from anything 
reported by the Committee on Roads and Canals; but nevertheless 
here is the rule, by which it appears there is express provision made 
for the consideration by the Committee on Railways and Canals of 
all matters touching the improvement of the navigation of rivers. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, to argue, because certain bills have been referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and referred perhaps unadvisedly, 
for that reason the Committee on Railways and Canals shall not be 
permitted to have sent to them bills which properly and legitimately 
belong to them is no answer, it seems to me, as to the proper con- 
struction to be put upon these two rules. The Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals does not desire any business to be returned which 
does not belong to them ; but if under the rules this business does 
belong to that committee, then the House should correct the error 
which has been made during preceding Congresses. 

It has been said in consequence of these bills having been referred 
without opposition to the Committee on Commerce the House has 
passed on the question. If that be so and the House desires to put 
that construction upon the rule, then there is an end of the contro- 
versy ; but, if the House does not wish to put that coastruction upon 
it and wishes now to give the true interpretation to the language of 
the rule, the fact that bills for the improvement of the navigation of 
rivers were irregularly sent heretofore to the Committee on Commerce 
has nothing at all to do with the matter. If error has been done in 
this regard to the Committee on Railways and Canals, now is the 
time to rectify that error. 

Neither does it seem to me to be an answer to the question now be- 
fore the House, that the Committee on Commerce has been specially 
selected to consider all questions of appropriation for the improve- 
ment of rivers and harbors. I do not suppose the gentleman who last 
addressed the House intended any reflection upon the Committee on 
Railways and Canals. 

I do not believe the chairman of the Committee on Railways and 
Canals [Mr. SCHLEICHER] is less acquainted than his colleague from 
Texas, [Mr. REAGAN, } chairman of the Committee on Commerce, with 
the topography and geography of all sectious of this country with 
special reference to the improvement of rivers and harbors. If, how- 
ever, there was such selection of that committee with respect to the 
consideration of such matters and the action heretofore of referring 
all these matters to one committee was erroneous, now is the time, in 
the beginning of this Congress, before further progress is made, to 
rectify thaterror. If any precedent has been established because bills 
for the improvement of rivers and harbors have been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, I insist that has been done, because atten- 
tion was never specifically called to this rule, and it seems to me 
when members of the House come to consider the language of the two 
rules they can arrive justly at but one conclusion, and that is that it 
was intended by Rule 94 to give to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals just what it states, and that is, the consideration of all matters 
pertaining to the improvement of the navigation of rivers. 

It may be there are precedents to the contrary—I do not know; I 
have not made sufficient personal examination to find out. But this 
Ido know, that there have been cases where certain matters have 
been called to the attention of the House, and there, a3 my friend 
from Missouri [Mr. CRITTENDEN] has stated, where thero was a con- 
test upon the question and a vote taken in the Thirty-second Con- 
gress, I think upon the motion made by Mr. Seymour, the bill by a 
vote of 113 yeas to 70 nays was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. I refer to the bill introduced by Mr. Yates making an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Illinois River, when a mo- 
tion was made to refer it to the Committee on Roads and Canals 

As regards what took place in the last Congress in relation to this 
matter I have not made a sufficient examination to say anything 
definitely. But this I know, we have to consider the two rules pre- 
scribing the duties of those two committees, and to consider them in 
such a way as to harmonize them if possible, or to have such a con- 
struction of the rules by the House that the two committees may 
know what their duties are. Meanwhile I submit that according to 
the rales it belongs to the Committee on Railroads and Canals to 
| determine all matters relating to the navigation of the rivers avd 
that committee should have charge of all such bills. 

Mr. REA. Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Committee on Com- 
merce I feel it to be my duty to say something upon the question 
that is now before the House. The construction of the two rules and 
the determination of the powers the committees have under then 
| is @ matter of very serious importance. There has been much saiil 
upon this subject and if 1am not mistaken many of the arguments 
have been drawn from wrong premises. It has been argued that the 
enactment of Rule 94 repealed Rule 79 so far as concerned the right 
of jurisdiction of the Committee on Commerce over the question of 
| improving the rivers of the country. We have had cited the etiect 

of a subsequent statute upon a former statute. Gentlemen must per- 
ceive that there is no paralle] between the two eases. A statute is 
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made by the legislative branch of the Government. It is judged and 
passed upon by the judicial branch, which is an independent branch 
of the Government. 
right to determine 
ites It 
parallel between the two. 

Che long continued practice of the House is as much a rule of the 
House as Rule 94 The Constitution says that each House shall 
have the right to determine its own rules. 
those rul 


its own rules. It makes its rules. 


It judges upon 
scope of its rules, 


rules determines the Hence there is no 


Is. 


It may do it by putting them in writing and giving a 


construction to those written rales ; or it may determine its rules with- | 


out putting them in writing at all by a long continued practice. The 
former rules of parliamentary bodies were a body of precedents and 


were unwritten; they were nevertheless the rnles that governed the 
body. This House may put its rules in writing, and if there bea con- 
Hlict orseeming conflict between its rules in their phraseology, it is for 


this House to settle that conflict and to determine the power and the 
jurisdiction which each committee may have under those rules. There 
can be no question about it. Gentlemen speak upon this question as 
though there were rights in the committees, as though they were in 
the position of a party litigating in court, wherein certain rights ad- 
here to the rhis, Mr. Speaker, is not that kind of a case. 
There is no right in the committee to demand anything at all. It is 
for the House to distribute its business to such committees as it may 
see proper, and there is no law, parliamentary or otherwise, under 
which the committee can demand as a matter of right to have charge 
of any business in this House, because this House has a right to make 
its rules and create its precedents and govern itself accordingly. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Committee on Commerce is not before this 
House seeking to enlarge its jurisdiction. It is not here begging for 
business; it is not here asking that business be conferred upon it; 
but it is here claiming that that business which has been referred to 
it according to a long line of precedents of this House and according 
to the rules that have been made by this House shall not be taken 
from this committee. This business has been referred to that com- 
mittee, and a large portion of it has been distributed and gone into 
the hands of subcommittees, and the question now is, with the pre- 
cedents before us, will this House take it from the committee and 
give it to a committee that has not had charge of like bills, at least 
for along period of time? 

My friend from Missouri [ Mr. CRITTENDEN ] has attacked the figures 
presented by the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, and 
claims that they are not correct in part. 
not examined this subject in detail. 


parties, 


I have not gone through the 


I will say here that I have | 


But under the Constitution this House has the | 


How shall it determine | 
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the Committee on Commerce assumed control of the rivers of th 
country, and moreover did not the Committee on Commerce prin 
the control of the bills for the improvement of rivers and harbon 
merely for the purpose of omnibusing them in order to pass the bill 
under a suspension of the rules? ” 
Mr. REA. I will try to answer my colleague. I do not know any 
period of time when the Committee on Commerce assumed to take 
| charge of these matters. It was the House that conferred this | 


“ . si. 
ness upon that committee, and I do not remember when it was 


- : : Lrst 
done; but the general appropriation bills for this purpose, as | jay, 
already stated, have come, as I understand it, for a number of year 


from the Committee on Commerce, and it was by the consent of thy 
House which made it the law of the House upon the question, My 
colleague has said, in regard to the repeal of a statute, that where : 
subsequent statute is enacted which conflicts with the pre ; 


. 7 e ‘ ceding 
statute the former one is repealed. Well, that is not this case 


atall: 


| but I will put this question to the gentleman: suppose there ar, 


| decisions construing those two sections or statutes, I will ask hin 


two provisions of a statute standing on the statute-book and ther 


is some contlict between the two and there is a long line of judicial 


| whether acourt would probably go behind the precedents and reverse 


the whole line of judicial decisions? Now, in reference to the force 


| of precedent I send to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have read an ex. 
| tract from Cushing’s Manual, Laws and Practice of Legislative As. 


| established in substantially the same manner and are regarded with equal respect 


records to determine just what bills have been referred to each one | 


of these committees. 
he nowhere claims, with all the research he has made—and it has cer- 
tainly been extensive—that the Committee on Railroads and Canals 
ever reported an appropriation for the improvement of rivers to this 
House that became a law; never. All the appropriations for the im- 
provement of rivers have come from some other than that committee. 
And he nowhere disputes the statement made by my friend the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce, that fourteen hundred and 
forty-one bills had been referred to the Committee on Commerce, while 
a small number had been reterred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals. And the gentleman nowhere shows the incorrectness of the 
statement that twenty-two general appropriation bills for the im- 
provement of rivers, aggregating the sum of more than $51,000,000, 
came from the Committee on Commerce and passed the House and 
the Senate and became laws. 


If I understand the gentleman from Missouri, | 


Now, Mr. Speaker, the business of the House is distributed to the | 


committees for the purpose of expediting business and for the pur- 
pose of giving due consideration to the different subject-matters 
therein mentioned. The Committee on Commerce, it seems to me, is 


the proper committee to which bills for the improvement of the | 


rivers and harbors of the country should be referred. The Commit- 
tee on Railways and Canals does not claim the right of having charge 
of bills relating to the improvement of harbors. They admit that that 
belongs to the Committee on Commerce, but say that bills for the 
improvement of rivers should go to that committee. Now I call the 
attention of the House to this fact: if that practice is inaugurated in 
this House and bills for the improvement of rivers go to the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals and propositions for the improvement 
of harbors go to the Committee on Commerce, there will be a conflict 
that will arise between the two committees that, in my judgment, is 
inevitable. What are harbors? Where are the harbors? What line 
is to divide the harbors on the rivers from the harbors upon the 
coast! Again, every navigable river presumably enters into a har- 
bor. 
will be questions that will arise if you divide the improvements of 


rivers and harbors between two committees, and there will be, in my 
judgment, a conilict. 


Again, the improvement of rivers and harbors is intended for the | 


promotion and benefit of the commerce of the country, and a harbor 
that is fed by a great river ought not to be improved without regard 
to the improvement of the river that feeds it. In other words, when 
the harbor at the mouth of a river is improved the river that feeds 
that harbor should be improved also, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? Can the gentleman state to this House when it was that 


semblies. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Precedents, though coming under the general head of usage in its broadest sip 
nitication, are nevertheless distinguishable from the sort of usages above spoker 
of; the former being only the occasional proceedings, the latter the cons ant apd 
daily practice of Parliament. Precedents, in parliamentary proceedings, have | 


as those which have been established by the practice of the judicial courts, W her 
any new case occurs for which the anterior practice of Parliament furnishes no rye 
of proceeding, the usual course is to settle it upon a careful consideration of 
ogous cases, if any have occurred, and it then becomes a precedent for futur: 
ceedings. If the circumstances of the case are so peculiar that a proceeding 
not to be regarded as a precedent, or if for any other cause the house is unwillin 
that it should be so regarded, the usage is to make an entry on the journal t 
what has thus been done is not to be drawn into precedent. The journals contaiy 
many entries of this sort. 


Mr. REA. Now, Mr. Speaker, we can see that under parliamentary 
law long-established precedents have a great and controlling effect 
and influence upon the House. Now here are two rules in which there 
is a seeming conflict. The House has the power to make those rules: 
it has the power also to construe them; it has given a construction 
to them; it has sent to the Committee on Commerce the bills for the 
general appropriation for rivers and harbors, and that committe 
have reported twenty-two bills aggregating over $51,000,000 of appro- 
priations, which have become the law of the country; and the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals has never reported a regular appro- 
priation bill for rivers and harbors that has become a law. 

With this universal practice unbroken, as it were, by the body 
which has the right to control this question, will the House break in 
upon the long line of precedents and tear away from the Committee 
on Commerce the control of this question and send it to a committee 
that has never reported a general appropriation bill that became a 
law ? 

My friend from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] said yesterday that it woul 
be a reflection upon the Committee on Commerce. I concur in that 
opinion. It would be a reflection upon the Committee on Commerce 
and it could be regarded in no other light. 

Here is a proposition made to this House to force the Committee on 
Commerce to disgorge the very bills which this House has sent to it 
and bring them back into the House to be turned over to the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals. Suppose this line of policy is 
adopted; what will be the effect? After business has been brought 
into this House, has been distributed among the various committees 
of this House, suppose a precedent is established by which one com- 
mittee can come into this House and demand that there shall be sent 
to it from another committee the business already referred to that 







pro 


| other committee ; what will be theeflect? If that doctrine is to pr 


Where does the river terminate and the harbor begin? These | 


vail, then how can the committees of this House be organized with 
reference to the business they may be called upon to consider ? 

I undertake to say that it is presumable the Speaker of this Hous 
has organized the committees with reference to the business of the 
House, taking into consideration the rules of the House and the prac- 
tice of the House under those rules. Now, if after that has been don 
if after the committees have been formed and adapted to the business 
thus referred to them, if after that the House shall break in upon thes 
precedents and tear away from those committees which have had 
referred to them the business of the House by a legitimate process— 
tear away from those committees the business which under the prece- 

| dents and rules of the House has been reierred to those committees 
and bring it back into the House and turn it over to other committees, 
there can be no telling beforehand whether the committees of th 

| House have been well organized or not in reference to the business 
they may be called on to transact. 

1 do not wish to be understood as saying or intimating that the 
very respectable Committee on Railways and Canals is not as able t 

| manage this subject of improvement of rivers as is the Committee 00 
| Commerce. That point I leave for the House to determine. But I 
| do say that, ifthe business which belongs to the committees under the 
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jes and practice of the House is to be taken from them and turned 
ee to other committees, we may find committees which will have 
ae to them business which they are very unsuited to perform on 
ua of location and in many other respects. 
The question of the improvement of rivers and harbors is a very 
mportant question. I live in a section of the country where the peo- 
: | are deeply interested in the question of cheap transportation to 
one seaboard. There is no other question in which the people of the 
Mississippi Valley, the great interior of this nation, are as deeply in- 
‘ in the question of cheap transportation to the seaboard. 

| undertake to say, for I believe it, that the improvement of rivers 
leading from the interior of the country to the harbors of the coun- 
try and into the ocean is one of the greatest means of bringing about 


a 


terested as 


that cheap transportation which the Government can engage in. 
These rivers are great natural highways ; these great arteries of com- 


merce should be improved in order to place a check upon the high 
tarifis which the railroad corporations of this country by combina- 
tion may demand of those who ship their products over their roads, 
While 1 appreciate the fact that in the present condition of this 
country no waste of money, no extravagance of expenditure should 
be allowed on the part of the Government in aid of these improve- 
ments, yet I will say it is my deliberate judgment that so far as the 
improvement of the great arteries of internal commerce as well as of 
harbors for the external commerce of this country is concerned Con- 
gress should be liberal. It is through the commerce of this country 
that the Government is to recuperate and regain and recover what it 
has lost in the past. It is one of the great mediums by which the 
finances, the business, and the prosperity of the country are to be 
promoted, is ae : 

Therefore I say, that I am of the opinion that a spirit of liberality 
should be shown in regard to the improvement of the great natural 
arteries, the rivers and lakes of this country. I can see no reason in 
the arguments which have been urged here which ought in my judg- 
ment to lead this House to take from the Committee on Commerce 
the business which that committee now has in charge. If, however, 
it shall be the judgment of the House that that committee is unsuited 
to perform well the fanctions which have been devolved upon it, then 
it is the duty of the House to so act. There is no question of right 
upon the part of any committee. The right is in the House to do with 
its business as it may see proper, despite all the demands or claims of 
any committee. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I move that the report, with the accompany- 
ing preamble and resolution, be referred to the Committee on the 
Rules. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. EDEN. I now call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for 
reports, and the morning hour will begin at 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Before the morning hour begins, I 
ask consent to introduce a bill for reference. 

here was no objection. 





JOSEPH J. BROWNE. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1903) for the relief of Joseph J. Browne, a British 
subject now resident in Augusta, Georgia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM JOHNSON & CO. 


Mr. EDEN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1904) for the relief of William Johnson and John R. Francis, doing 
business under the name and style of William Johnson & Co.; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now begins at thirty-five min- 
utes ee two o’clock, and the call of committees for reports is now 
in order, 

WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. 


Mr. GOODE, from the Committee on Education and Labor, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation House bill No. 189 to reim- 
burse the College of William and Mary, in Virginia, for property 
cestroyed during the late war; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. ‘ 

PATENTS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, from the Committee on Patents) 

reported back with an amendment House bill No. 318, to repeal sec- 


lions 4924, 4925, 4926, 4927, and 4928 of the Revised Statutes of the | 


United States. 
The bill was read as follows: 


Beara enacted, dc. That sections 4924, 4925, 4926, 4927, and 4928 of the Revised 
aa > the United States, in relation to the renewal of patents, be, and the 
are hereby, repealed ; and hereafter it shall not be lawful for the Commis- 


sioner of Patents to renew or extend any patent for any design whatover 
vided, That this act shall not apply to patents on books. 

The amendment was to strike out the proviso, as follows : 

Provided, That this act shall not apply to patents on books. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The statutory provisions which 
this bill proposes to repeal relate to the power of the Comiissioner 
of Patents to grant renewals of patents issued prior to the 2d day of 
March, 1861. Under the law existing prior to that time patents were 
issued for fourteen years, and authority was given vo the Commis- 
sioner under certain circumstances to grant renewals for a further 
period of seven years where application for such renewal was made 
not more than six months nor less than ninety days before the expi- 
ration of the original term of fourteen years. The law has since 
been changed ; and at present the legal life of a patent is seventeen 
years, without any authority for renewals or extensions. As more 
than fourteen years have elapsed since 1861, these sections have neces- 
sarily become inoperative, namely, in 1875. The object of the com- 
mittee in reporting this bill is to remove from the statute-book these 
inoperative provisions, and thus prevent the confusion which to some 
extent exists in reference to our patent laws. I make this explana- 
tion to show that no injury can possibly result from the repeal of 
these provisions, as they have already become a dead letter and are 
an incumbrance to the statutes. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I ask that the sections of the Revised Statutes 
which this bill proposes to strike out be read, so that we may see 
what we are repealing. I do not know anything about the merits of 
the bill. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Is there a report in this case? 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not accompanied by a written report. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I send to the Clerk’s desk to be 
read the sections proposed to be repealed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 4924. Where the patentee of any invention or discovery the patent for which 
was granted prior to the 2d day of March, 1#61, shall desire an extension of this 
patent beyond the original term of its limitation, he shall make application therefor, 
in writing, to the Commissioner of Patents, setting forth the reasons why such ex 
tension should be granted ; and he shall also furnish a written statement under 
oath of the ascertained value of the invention or discovery, and of his receipts and 
expenditures on account thereof, sufliciently in detail to exhibit a true and taithful 
account of the loss and protit in any manner accruing to him by reason of the in 
vention or discovery. Such application shall be filed not more than six months nor 
less than ninety days before the expiration of the original term of the patent 
no extension shall be granted after the expiration of the original term. 

Sec. 4925. Upon the receipt of such application, and the payment of the fees re 
quired by law, the Commissioner shall cause to be published in one newspaper in 
the city of Washington, and in such other papers published in the section of the 
country most interested adversely to the extension of the patent as he may deem 
proper, for at least sixty days prior to the day set for hearing the case, a notice of 
such application, and of the time and place when and where the same will be con- 
sidered, that any person may appear and show cause why the extension should not 
be granted. 

Sec. 4926. Upon the publication of the notice of an application for an extension, 
the Commissioner shall refer the case to the principal examiner having charge of 
the class of inventions to which it belongs, who shall make the Commissioner a full 
report of the case, stating particularly whether the invention or discovery was new 
and patentable when the original patent was granted. 

Sec. 4927. The Commissioner shall, at the time and place designated in the pub 
lished notice, hear aud decide upon the evidence produced, both for and against 
the extension; and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that 
the patentee, without neglect or fault on his part, has failed to obtain from the use 
and sale of his invention or discovery a reasonable remuneration for the time, in 
genuity, and expense bestowed upon it, and the introduction of it into use, and 
that it is just and proper, having due regard to the public interest, that the term 
of the patent should be extended, the Commissioner shall make a certificate 
thereon, renewing and extending the patent for the term of seven years from the 
expiration of the first term. Such certificate shall be recorded in the Patent 
Ottice ; and thereupon such patent shall have the same effect in law as though it 
had been originally granted for twenty-one years. 

Sec. 4928. The benefit of the extension of a patent shall extend to the assignees 
and grantees of the right to use the thing patented, to the extent of their interest 
therein. 


Mr. BACON. Would it be in order to move to recommit this bill ? 

The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr. BACON. I make that motion. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Lilinois. I would like to state again the 
purpose of the bill. Under the present law patents run for a period 
of seventeen years, with no authority for extension or renewal. On 
Marcff 2, 1861, the term of a patent was fourteen years, which upon 
application to the Commissioner of Patents might be extended seven 
years, making a term of twenty-one years in all. The provision 
authorizing such extension requires that the patentee shall make his 
application to the Commissioner of Patents not more than six months 
nor less than ninety days prior to the expiration of the original term 
of fourteen years. But those provisions apply only to patents issued 
prior to 1s61. They theretore expired in 15875; and it is now im- 
possible for the Commissioner of Patents to extend or renew any 
patenr. 

The object of the committee in reporting the bill for the repeal of 
these sections is to relieve the statutes of confusion—to expunge pro- 
visions which are to-day inoperative and can serve no other purpose 
than to mislead some persons in regard to the actual state of the 
law. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I observe that there is a clause in relation to 
books. What has that to do with the case? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. It has nothing at all to do with 
the case. The bill as originally introduced by the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. BOONE] contained a proviso that it should not apply 
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to patents on books; but as the committee believed that this meas- 
ure bac nothing whatever to do with copyrights, they have, in report- 
ine the bill, recommended as an amendment to strike out that proviso. 
Mr. GARFIELD. Is this a unanimous report of the committee ? 
Mr. TOWNSUEND, of Llinois. It is. No written report has been 
made because the mat er appeared so plain and simple a written re- 
port was dered s 5 
Mr. SAMPSON. So far as this bill affects the sections referred to, 
there can certainly be no objection to it. Those sec- 
inoperative by virtue of their own provisions. 
But I see no especial reason for including in this repealing enact- 
ment section 4%", which provides that “ the benetit of the extension 
of a patent shall extend to the assignees and grantees of the right 
he thing patented, to the extent of their interest therein. 
POWNSHEND, of Lllinois. 


conus unnecessary. 


ept the last, 


tions have become 


; ‘ 


Mi 
man satistactorily. 
ized extensions of patents, and there be no law authorizing any ex- 
teusion, Why should we retain a section providing for the assignment 
of extensions? 

Mr. SAMPSON. The gentleman must well aware that fre- 
quently we extend patents by special act of Congress; and when a 


be 
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| 


I think I can answer the gentle- | 
lf we repeal those sections which have author- | 


| amending the bill as the gentleman suggests, although I by 


patent has been extended in this way, 1 understand that this section | 


wouldapply,and would give to the assignee the interest in such patent. 
Contracts are frequently made that the assignee shall have the ben- 
efit of all extensions. I see no particular objection to allowing this 
section to remain. Certainly it can do no harm; and if parties have 
ontracted to that effect, it seems to me that they are entitled to the 
venetits of the section, 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. In enacting a general law it is 
not proper, 1 apprehend, to make provisivn for exceptions which may 
afterward be specially made by Congress to the general law. 

Mr. SAMPSON. But the law is already upon the statute-book and 
assignments Lave been made, and | see no objection to allowing this 
to remain. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I wish to say to the gentleman from 
lowa if,in the opinion of Congress, it shall become necessary and 
satisfactory cases are presented where extension should be made, it 
will be an easy matter to provide for such a contingency as the ge- 
tleman speaks of, and secure to the patentee the right to assign his 
extension. Isee no reason, where there shall be no law authorizing 
the extension of patents, why we should retain a section providing 
for a thing which cannot exist except by special act of Congress. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I donot know but there may be some assignments 
already made. I think the safer way would be to let the section re- 
the statute-book. If there is no extension to which it can 
apply, then there will be no difficulty. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I wish to ask the gentleman from Iowa 
stion, or | will ask my colleague. Lunderstand both gentlemen 


Main on 


a 
to e 
bill are obsolete or inoperative. Why, then, the necessity of repealing 
them ? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. [have already explained the object 
is to relieve the statute-book of what is entirely inoperative and an 
incumbrance and to prevent the confusion which has arisen and does 
to-day in the minds of some as to the power of the Commissioner 
end patents. ‘The only object we have in view is to relieve the 
book of those inoperative sections and to prevent that con- 


aris 
to ext 
stat 


pure 
CANNON, of Illinois. My experience has been that where 
on is useless, Where a statute is inoperative or obsolete, the 
formal repeal of it sometimes leads to great hardships, especially if 
the repeal be hastily made. I do not wish to express any opinion, as 
I know nothing about it, but where there is no object in repealing a 
te, Where it is not operative, 1 doubt the wisdom of doing it un- 
e subject has been fully considered by the committee and a 
| repeal is deemed necessary. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, Let me say to my colleague—— 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. A word further. The gentleman from 
if has already said he objected to the repeal of one section because 
vacate the rights of parties who have received assignments or 

have extensions by special acts. ° 

LOWNSHEND, of Lilinois. I will say to my colleague from 
Illinois that I do not believe he can imagine a case which this repeal 
Wil aifect, 

Mr. BUTLER 
his 


Mr 


it il 


il 


hi 


i 


The gentleman from Illinois will allow me to call 
attention to the last line but one, the tenth line of the bill, if the 
sires. The language is, “and hereafter it shall not be lawful for the 
Commissioner of Patents to renew or extend any patent for any de- 
i Whatever.” Now, there are patents for designs, there are patents 
for manulactures, there are patents for chemicals, there are patents 
for difierent things; and a patent for adesign as a manufacturer un- 
derstands it is a design for printing calico or a design for tracery in 
freseo, and the bill of my friend would limit this to patents for de- 
sigh, tor it says “to renew or extend any patent for any design what- 
ever.” If that is what the committee mean, be it so; if it is not 
what the committee mean, if they mean to cut off all extensions of 
patents, as I suppose they do, why not use the constitutional words 
“patent for any invention or discovery whatever,” and cut them all 
off? Otherwise you confine it to designs, as I respectfully submit. 


sie 


| tenth line, and insert “invention or discovery.” 


the sections of the statutes proposed to be repealed by this | 


| pealed” in line 8, 
printed bill is the one reported, to see if it carries out what he de- | 





Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I would say in answer to 
tleman from Massachusetts that I have no doubt if the dray 
of the bill had had his attention specially called to this lan 
the time he prepared the bill he would have worded it as that oo, 
man suggests, but I submit as this bill repeals those sections, jt om 
the right to extend patents for any invention or discovery whatever 
The portion the gentleman has read is mere surplusage, The py 
object of the bill is to repeal those sections and to remove them + 
the statute-book, and thereby take away all authority for the reyes, 
or extension of patents for any invention or design whatever. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let me make a further observation, that i; 
in this, and only cut off the extending power, the power of 1 
missioner to extend designs, do you not raise the question in \ 
itself as to what will be the effect of the repeal ? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Lllinois. I think not. I think any jg 
could look at the bill and see that when the sections are repealed 4 
additional and superfluous language mentioned makes no ditiereye, 

Mr. BUTLER. I would have it in if right, and out if wroye 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have, however, no object; 


the gep. 
ghtsma; 
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hey 
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unnecessary. 


Mr. BUTLER. 


I move to strike out the word “design,” jy thi 
The SPEAKER. It would be competent for any member of ; 
House to offer an amendment and for the House to adopt it aft 
motion to recommit has deen decided. Bat pending a motion 

commit it is not in order to amend. 

Mr. BUTLER. I merely indicate the amendment which I desi 
to offer at the proper time. 

Mr. BACON. I suggest that the bill should be recommitted 
think it should go back to the committee that its language ma 
revised in view of the suggestions which have been made this mor 
ing. I think these suggestions indicate that there is a defect alo 
the bill which onght to be remedied. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Itseemsto me that every objectio 
is answered when we remember that in the first place the law js; 
operative, both upon designs and upon every invention that can \ 
conceived of. In the next place the bill specifically provides for th 
entire repeal of those sections. What then is there left to cay 
about? We have investigated this matter, and the committee 
unanimously reported this bill simply for the purpose of relieving 
the statutes of confusion and incumbrance. I hope the House y 
not recommit the bill, as that would only cause unnecessary labor av 
delay. 

Mr. SAMPSON. It seems to me there is much force in the suy 
gestion that this bill is made unnecessary by the revision of th 
which will shortly be published. I understand that the revisio 
the laws will be ready for publication within three or four uu 
from this time. All parts of the statute which have become inopers 
tive will be excluded, and this is simply enacting a law in order! 
effect what will be accomplished within the time I have nanv 
the revision of the laws. These obsolete portions will be dro 
from the law, so that really there is little or no necessity for the bil 

Mr. AIKEN. Asa member of the Committee on Patents, I beg th 
privilege of insisting that this bill shall not be recommitted. lt bi 
been before the Committee on Patents and it has been maturely cor 
sidered and it was referred to a subcommittee, and now the Comm 
on Patents reports it unanimously to the House. I am satisfied 
House does not understand the purpose of that bill. The commit 
found on the statute-book three or four clauses which were supert 
ous, which were precisely in the condition of the test-oath of whi 
we heard something yesterday, which had surreptitiously—I will no! 
use that word, but will say inadvertently—got into the Revised Siat 
utes. And the committee found that bebind these various clauses 
the numbers of which are inserted in the bill, there was a lav 
tively prohibiting the Commissioner of Patents having anythi 
do with the reissue or extension of patents. The committee the 
fore simply recommend, by a unanimous report, that the House slow 
strike from the statute-book these four supertluous paragraplis. 1 
does not seem to me that it is worthy of the wonsideration of t 
House for one moment longer. It is as plain as the letters of | 
alphabet. 

Mr. LAPHAM. If the object of the bill be what has 
stated by the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. ArKen, } | see! 
occasion for that portion of the bill which follows tue word"! 
It is a re-enactment of a prohibition agains 
renewal of patents. If there be an existing law to that etlect, W! 
put that clause in this bill? If the gentleman who has charg! 
the bill will consent to an amendment and strike out «ll attrl 
word “repealed” in line 8, I think there will be no objection to th: bill 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I did not hear the gentleman 


4 
t 


§ 


| suggestion. 


Mr. LAPHAM. I suggested an amendment striking out all after 
the word “repealed” in line 8, simply leaving the repeal of the se 
tions named. The confusion arises from the attempt to re-enac® 
prohibition on the Commissioner of Patents. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recommit cuts off any amendment. 
The Chair suggests that the House first vote on the question 
commit, and then the bill will be open to amendment. The gentle 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] desires recognition. 
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Mr. TOWNSH END, of Illinois. I have demanded the previous 
nestion, but the Speaker perhaps did not hear me. I would like to 
ane this matter to a vote, so that the motion to reconsider may be 
one ul of, and we will then reach action on the bill. 
ithe SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Banks] desire to speak ? 

; s. 
a — of the House to the point to which I was about to call 
ce attention of the gentleman from Illinois ; that is, that while the 
«11 ig intended professedly to repeal certain obsolete provisions of 

jaw. an improvement very proper so far as that is concerned, it does 
in effect introduce new legislation, and declares that from this date 
she Commissioner of Patents shall have no power or that it shall 
‘ot be lawful for the Commissioner of Patents to extend any patent 
That appears to be new legislation, and it 
+ clause which confuses the jadgment of the House on this 


0 


t 
; * 
for any design whatever. 
l 


st 


r Mr ‘TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I will say to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LAPHAM] that we have no objection to strike out all 
after the word “repealed” in line 8. I differ, hewever, from the 
veptleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] as to whether this would 
he new legislation. It is simply a reaffirmation of the foregoing 
provisions of the bill, because the object of the bill and the effect of 
its language are to repeal certain sections of the Revised Statutes. 

Mr. BANKS, It may not have any legal effect, but certainly as it 
stands that clause is legislative. It dates the operation of the bill 
from this date, and it is that which other gentlemen, no doubt, as I 
do, desire should be explained. 

Then there are words in the proviso which I do not clearly appre- 
hend; those are the words, “‘ patents on books.” 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The committee have reported an 
amendment to strike out that proviso. 

Mr. POTTER. It seems to me that there cannot be the least occa- 
sion for recommitting the bill. As to the words to which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] objects, I do not understand 
that they would have the least effect. The Commissioner has no 
power now to grant renewals, and it seems to me that we can act 
upon the bill and act upon it now. 

Mr. BOONE. Having introduced this bill I desire to say simply 
a word or two. 

While the last clause of the bill is perhaps not justly open to the 
criticism made by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER, ] 
consider that that portion of the bill is entirely unnecessary, and 
that the whole of it, after the word ‘‘repealed,” might be stricken 
out, for it would have no effect upon the real purpose of the bill. 
Aud, while the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] is doubt- 
less correct in his interpretation of the effect of the bill, still, for one, 
I should be willing to go much further and make the bill apply not 
only to patents granted previous te 1861 but I would prohibit, if it 
is not already done by law, the Commissioner of Patents from renew- 
ing or extending any patents, because I believe that under that sys- 
tem of renewals, &c., great abuses have sprung up and great wrongs 
have been perpetrated upon the country. 

But the object of the bill is simply to repeal four or five sections of 
the Revised Statutes, which, under another provision of the Revised 
Statutes, are rendered inoperative. It cannot affect anybody, but 
may perhaps prevent some confusion. 

Now, so far as section 4928 is concerned and the remarks made upon 
it by the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Sampson, ] I conceive that that 
section can have no effect except upon the preceding sections and 
could not affect any other section. 

But, as I have said the object of this bill is simply to repeal these 
sections of the Revised Statutes, then, if there be a law (and I am 
informed there is) that the Commissioner of Patents cannot extend 
or renew patents, the object is attained; but, as the gentleman who 
made this report has stated, the only object of the bill is to get rid of 
these provisions of the statute, which are an incumbrance and may 
produce confusion. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Mlinois. 
tion ou the motion to recommit. 
an previous question was seconded and the main question or- 
daered, 


The question was taken on the motion to recommit ; and it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I now move the previous question 
on the passage of the Dill. 

Mr. BANKS. I understood that the gentleman was willing to 


ae the bill by striking out all after the word “repealed,” in 
ne 8, 


I now demand the previous ques- 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not that power; the House 
alone can do it. 

Mr. BANKS. Is not that motion pending ? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Tews no objection to it. 

Mr. BANKS. But the motion cannot be made after the previous 
question is seconded. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Then I withdraw the previous 
destion to allow the gentleman from New York [Mr. LaPitaM] to 
offer the motion. ’ 


Mr. LAPHAM. I understood the gentleman was willing to accept 
the proposition. 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. LarnamM] called | 








The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the power to accept it; 
the House can adopt it. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I move then to strike out all after the word “ re- 
pealed,” in line 8, as follows: 

And hereafter it shall not be lawful for the Commissioner of Patents to renew 
or extend any patent for any design whatever: Provided, That this act shall not 
apply to patents on books. 

The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of an amendment to the 
amendment of the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment of the committee, as amended, was then agreed 
to. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move the previous question on 
the bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question or- 
dered; and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 

CLERK TO COMMITTEE ON ELECTORAL COUNT. 

Mr. CHALMERS, from the Committee on Accounts, reported back 
the following resolution, with the recommendation that the same be 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the revision of the laws regulating the count- 
ing of the electoral vote for President and Vice-President be allowed a clerk, and 
that said clerk be paid the same compensation which is or may be allowed to the 
clerks of other committees, to be paid out of the miscellaneous contingent fund of 
the House or otherwise. 

Mr. CONGER. I would inquire what other committees are referred 
to in this resolution? The clerks of our committees are paid different 
salaries. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Some clerks are paid yearly salaries, others are 
paid by the day, and some I believe by the session. It seems to me the 
resolution is indefinite in its statements. I think the gentleman had 
better state the precise sum which it is intended shall be paid to this 
clerk. 

The SPEAKER. Under the new law, as the Chair is advised, the 
pay of clerks of committees is uniform, $6 per day. 

Mr. GARFIELD. What law? 

The SPEAKER. The appropriation bill of the last Congress. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the law has been changed in that respect, I 
do not know it. I know that the clerk of the Committee of Ways 
and Means and the clerk of the Committee on Appropriations have 
for years past 

The SPEAKER. Those clerks receive an annual salary. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think it cannot be true that all clerks of com- 
mittees are to be paid the same per diem. 

The SPEAKER. All temporary clerks are to be paid the same, $6 
per day. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
clerks.” 

Mr. CHALMERS. 
Accounts. 

Mr. CLYMER. I would suggest, then, that the word “temporary” 
before “‘clerks” be inserted in the resolution. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That will cover the point. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I would ask if that change of the resolution 
would fix the amount to be paid to this clerk. 

Mr. GARFIELD. To that I would answer that if the statement 
of the Chair is correct as to the law then the proposed change would 
fix the amount to be paid. I was not aware that the temporary 
clerks received the same rate of salary. 

The SPEAKER. That is the recollection of the Chair, and he will 
direct the law upon the subject to be ascertained and read to the 
House. 

Mr. HUNTON. I would suggest to the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. CHALMERS] to strike out the latter part of the resolution and to 
insert the words, “at the rate of $6 per diem.” 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read a clause from the legislative 
appropriation bill of the last Congress. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For twenty-one clerks to committees, at $6 per day, during the session, $26,712. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the resolution re- 
ported from the Committee of Accounts by the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. CHALMERS] fixes the compensation of this clerk at 
the same rate as the compensation of the twenty-one clerks appro- 
priated for by the general appropriation bill of the last Congress. 

The amendment of Mr. GARFIELD, to insert the word “ temporary” 
before the words “ clerks of other committees,” was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted; upon a division— 
ayes 137, noes 13. 

Mr. CHALMERS moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Then the resolution should say “ temporary 
\ I 


That is the understanding of the Committee of 
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CLERK OF COMMITTEE WEIGHTS, AND MEASURES. 
Mr. ROBERTS. I am instructed by the Committee of Accounts to 
report back the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk, together 
with a substitute, with a recommendation that the substitute be 
mo} ted 
The Clerk read the r solution, as follows: 


ed, That 


ON COINAGE, 


Weights, and Measures be, and it is 
jloy aclerk at the usual rate of compensation, to be paid 
ent fund of the House of Representatives 


the Committee on Coinage 
ed to ) 


substitute reported from the committee was read, as follows: 


That the Committee on Coinage 
it mi to emplo 
of } emplor 


Weights, and Measures be, and it is 
y aclerk, whose compensation shall commence with 
ment and shall be at the rate of §6 per day, and be paid out 
ent fand of the House 


mune 


The question was upon agreeing to the substitute. 

Mr. CLYMER. I would inquire whether this clerk is now in the 
employment of the committee and whether 
time past; and, if se, how long? 

Mr. ROBERTS. I believe he has been in the employ of the com- 
mittee for some time. 

Mr. VANCE. The clerk has been in the service of the committee 
since the beginning of the extra session of this Congress. 

Mr. CLYMER. This resolution certainly ought to be amended so 
that the services of this clerk shall be rendered only during the ses- 
sions of the House. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I have no objection tian amendment of that kind. 

Mr. SAYLER. As I understand the resolution which has been re- 
ported, it simply proposes to pay this clerk during the time he has 
served. Of course the committee could not employ a clerk before it 
existed as a committee. It seems to me that it is only equitable and 
just toward this clerk, who has been employed and has performed 
these duties, that he should receive this compensation ; that is, if the 
committee is to be allowed a clerk at all. 

Mr. CLYMER. I am not complaining of that; I only want to know 
when this service is to be considered as begun. That matter is left 
indefinite by the resolution. ° 

Mr. ROBERTS. I am informed that this clerk has been regularly 
employed ever since the organization of this committee. The Com- 
mittee of Accounts has reported this resolution with a view to act 
fairly toward this clerk and justly toward the House. I did not sup- 
pose it would be a matter of inference that the pay for service would 
extend beyond the time that this man was osm employed as clerk 
of the committee, and certainly not back of the time when the com- 
mittee organized. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. As a member of the committee, I desire 
to state that the clerk alluded to has been employed as clerk since its 
organization, and this resolution to pay him cannot pay him for any 
previous time, because there was no clerk of the committee prior to 
its organization. I say this in answer to the question of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CLYMER. } 

The question being taken on the substitute reported by the com- 
mittee, it was agreed to; there being ayes 75, noes not counted. 

The resolution, as amended by the adoption of the substitute, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


he has been so for some 


EMPLOYES DISCHARGED FROM SOLDIERS’ ROLL. 


Mr. MCMAHON. The Committee of Accounts have authorized me 
to report back the following resolution, with a recommendation that 
it be adopted : 


Resolved, That all persons who were discharged from the soldiers’ roll of the 
Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives since November |, 1*77, be allowed 
one month's pay in order that they may reach their homes. 

Mr. FRYE. This resolution, as I understand, includes all who were 
on the soldiers’ roll except two. One of these, to whom I referred 
the other day, was discharged from the soldiers’ roll—I cannot give 
the date; and upon a reference of his case to the Committee on the 
Judiciary it wasdetermined that the Doorkeeper underthe law appro- 
priating money for the pay of these men had no legal right to make 
that discharge. The other one was discharged a short time before 
the date fixed in this resolution. He came here at the opening of the 
present Congress, and has been here ever since. Now, if the gentle- 
man from Ohio [| Mr. McCManon] will change the date named in the 
resolution, from November 1, 1877, to March 4, 1877, it will include 
these two cases and will cover all the cases in which any hardship at 
all is alleged. I ask the gentleman whether he will not consent to 
modify his resolution in this way? 

vy LUTTRELL. How manyare now reported as on the soldiers’ 
roll! 

Mr. FRYE. 
teen. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. 


Ido not know. The soldiers’ roll did consist of four- 


There were then ten names reported to me. If there are any others 
who ought to be included, I hope they will be. : 

Mr. FRYE. There are just two others, of whom I know personally, 
although at this moment I cannot recall their names. They were not 
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| each of these two men for one month’s service. 


| presumed that this resolution covered every possible case; and thy 
| were exceedingly anxious that everybody who had been here look. 





I believe that the resolution now reported is the | 
one which I introduced some days ago for reterence to the committee. | 


DECEMBER 5, 


on the soldiers’ roll at the date fixed in the resolution, buat th 
were improperly discharged. In one case the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary found that the discharge by the Doorkeeper was not jy prt 
formity with law. The other man being aware of this ruling, gy) 
not being discharged as he supposed, came back here at the Opening 
of the present Congress, and was discharged before the date named 
in the resolution. Now, certainly there can be no hari in paving 
I ask the gentlems, 
from Ohio whether he will not modify his resolution by striking oy; 
November 1, 1877, and inserting March 4, 1877. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I will say to the gentleman from Maine that}, 
committee have regarded those men who were discharged prior jy 
June 30, 1877, as having a gocd claim to their money, not only { r 


1€y 


| one month but for the whole fiscal year; and theretore one of t}, 


gentlemen to whom he alludes has probably been provided for, Ty. 
money has been appropriated for him, but he was unable to dray it 
because his name was not upon the roll; and the amount of pay to 


| which he would be entitled is not for one month only, but for three 


months. 


As to the other case I know nothing. The Committee of Accouy; 


Ls 


\ 


ing for a place and had not obtained it, and. wanted to go home, 
should have the means to get home. [Laughter.] I suggest to the 
gentleman that if he will include these two cases in a resolution 
similar to this, and have it referred to the Committee of Accounts, i: 
will, if the cases are proper, receive the same favorable consideratioy 
that this resolution has received. 

Mr. FRYE. One of these men—his name has escaped me—is, |] 
know personally, a one-armed soldier, coming I think from Penp- 
sylvania. The other case to which I referred is also a Pennsylvania 


| case; and I am very glad to say I have just been informed that the 


case is already provided for. So that there is only one of these cases 
left: and that is the case of a one-armed soldier who came back here 
with his family, fully believing that he was still entitled under the 
law to remain on the soldiers’ roll. He has remained here up to the 


| present time; and he has not money enough to-day to take himself 


and his family away from this city. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I willstate to the gentleman that when he refers 
to a one-armed soldier from Pennsylvania he probably refers to an 
individual who has drawn a good deal of money by various resolu- 
tions, and whose case had better be investigated by the Committee 
of Accounts before this House passes upon it. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I desire to say to my friend from Maine, when 
the resolution was offered to me, or one similar to it, I first required 
them to give me the number of names of those discharged. They 
reported ten names to me and I presented the resolution accordingly. 
If there are any others, I hope they will be paid. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman frem Maine moves to amend by 
striking out “‘ November 1” and inserting “ March 4.” 

Mr. MCMAHON. I hope that will not prevail, for the reason I think 

all these accounts ought to be submitted to some committee, and | 
think the Committee of Accounts is tolerably lenient. People should 
not draw money under false pretenses, or under representations to a 
single member of Congress in the face of no claim existing on their 
part. 
Mr. THOMPSON. I think I can relieve the gentleman in a single 
instance at least. One of the persons aflected by the resolution 
whose name has escaped the gentleman fio has spoken, is Mr. Reis- 
singer, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. FRYE. He is provided for. 

Mr. THOMPSON. No,sir; he is not, I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
He was discharged since the 4th of March, illegally discharged, and 
for whose payment no sufficient provision has yet been made. The 
passage of the resolution as reported by the committee would do in- 
justice to that gentleman ; not a one-armed man but a one-legged 
man from Pennsylvania. 1 ask the gentleman having charge of the 
resolution to agree to the amendment of the gentleman from Maiue 
as it will not do any injustice to any of the claimants, but on the 
contrary will do justice to those who are entitled to what I have no 
doubt the committee intended should be done when they reported 
this resolution. 

I do not know to whom the gentleman refers as a one-armed s0l- 
dier from the State of Pennsylvania whose accounts need further 
scrutiny. I do not believe there is such a soldier in the State ot 
Pennsylvania who had any counection official or otherwise with this 
House, and I would be exceedingly glad if the gentleman who made 
this suggestion, or charge by inuendo of dishonesty, would name the 
gentleman to whom he has referred, a wounded soldier of Pennsyl- 
vania, who has drawn a great deal of money by various devices and 
whose accounts need scrutiny by this committee. I would be obliged 
if he would give this House the name of that man. 

Mr. McMAHON. I will say to the gentleman the Committee of Ac 
counts has scrutinized the account of a gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I understand that; but I wish to know the 
ame of the gentleman. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I decline to give the name. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I donot like insinuations of this character made. 
If there is any gentleman who merits any such insinuations the ge2- 
tleman certainly has the right, and I doubt not, the courage to give it. 
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Mr. McMAHON. Iam very glad to see the gentleman stand up for 
nsylvania; but he must be compelled to lie under the imputation 
—_ ‘way be somebody from Pennsylvania who is not all right. 
[Lang OMPSON. That may all be, and I understand how easy it 
i‘ py innuendo to make charges which are unfounded. : ; 
Mr. MCMAHON. While the rest of the people will not consider it 
+s either of them, the person referred to prebably knows. [Laughter. ] 
"Mr. FRYE. Allow me a moment 

Mr. THOMPSON. This House has the right to know if claimants 
have been paid money improperly. If claimsare still pending which 
are incorrect, and if men have been paid money they are not entitled 
to and this committee has discovered any dishonesty, I do not think 
the names of the persons who have thus been dishonest and attempted 
to defraud the Government, should be withheld. | 

Mr. ROBERTS. That is one of the commnittee’s secrets, and out of 
respect to that disabled Union soldier we decline to say anything 
about it. 

Mr. TH YMPSON. 
of that character. 
withdrawn. ’ . A a ; 

Mr.McMAHON. Idesire to decline both invitations. (Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. It is not within the province of the gentleman 
from Ohio, under the rules, to state what occurs in committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON. The gentleman can do it, but the world will un- 
derstand it. 

Mr. BLAIR. I undoubtedly know something of the circumstances 
of the case to which the gentleman refers. The case has been the 
subject-matter of investigation by the Committee of Accounts, but 
no conclusion has been reached by the committee, and I would not 
like to see the name of the claimant given here in this way because 
I do not think that there is any reason to apprehend that in the final 
conclusion or action of the committee there will be anything what- 
ever to reflect on the claimant. 

But I wish, Mr. Speaker, now that a gentleman is on the floor who 
isa member of the Judiciary Committee, to ask him to state what 
was the opinion given by the Committee on the Judiciary or whatit 
meant. The Committee of Accounts construed that opinion to mean 
this: That the Doorkeeper had no power to remove any name from 
the soldiers’ roll until the close of the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June last. The claims covered the time before and since the termi- 
nation of the fiscal year, but the opinion of the Judiciary Committee 
is ambiguously expressed. If they designed to instruct the Com- 
mittee of Accounts that in their opinion the Doorkeeper could remove 
any name from the soldiers’ roll from the present time, the Committee 
of Accounts has misjudged the opinion. I would like to know if the 
opinion of the Judiciary Committee covered the period since as well 
as before the expiration of the last fiscal year. 

Mr.FRYE. It only covered the fiscal year. The opinion was given 
by a majority of the Judiciary Committee that, under the terms of 
the act appropriating the money for the soldiers’ roll, it was not in 
the power of the Doorkeeper to discharge one on that roll. 

Mr. BLAIR. Prior to the termination of the fiscal year? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes; prior to the termination of the fiscal year. 

Mr. BLAIR. What power, in the opinion of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, has the Doorkeeper had to discharge persons from the sol- 
diers’ roll since ? 


Mr. FRYE. The Judiciary Committee has not had that point 
referred to it. 

Mr. BLAIR. There can be no doubt that that might be a vital 
question, affecting the amount to be allowed. I will say that both 
the cases referred to by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. FryE] are 
already before the committee on a resolution referred to them. 

Mr. FRYE. The case to which I referred was the case of Frank 
Page. I desire to ask the chairman of the Committee of Accounts if 
the claim of Frank Page is before the committee. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I will answer the gentleman that it is. 

Mr. FRYE. That is the case to which I referred and for which I 
desired an amendment in the resolution. Now, will the gentleman 
inform me whether the committee is considering this case ? 

Mr. MCMAHON. The committee are at this time considering that 
particular claim; and for that, and perhaps better reasons, I do not 
think that that should be embodied in this resolution. 

Mr. FRYE. If that case is now under consideration by the com- 
mittee, I will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr.GARFIELD. And now I ask my colleague [Mr. McMauon ]} 
to accept an amendment which I think he ought to accept. I sug- 
gest that after the word “month” the words be inserted : “ after the 
date of discharge ;” so that the month shall be reckoned from the 
date of discharge. I think the resolution is somewhat indefinite as 
it now stands, 

Mr. McMAHON. We do not want to pay them more than one 
month’s pay, but I do not care what particular month that may be. 

ave no objection to the amendment suggested by my colleague. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the resolution will be 
modified accordingly. 


There was no objection. 
e THOMPSON. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CMaHon] the further question, whether the claim of Mr. Reis- 


The wounded soldier does not ask for immunity 
I ask now for the name or that the imputation be 





singer, to which I have referred, is also under examination by the 
committee? 

Mr. ROBERTS. I will answer the gentleman that the claim of 
Mr. Reissinger is at this time before the committee for their consid- 
eration. 

Mr. THOMPSON. The passage of the resolution as it stands would 
be very unjust to those who were dropped from the roll before the 
date mentioned in the resolution; and as it is claimed that the reso- 
lution is not intended to be partial, but to affect equally the whole 
of that eqnally meritorious class, I ask the gentleman to modify it so 
that its operation shall date from March 4, 1877, instead of Novem- 
ber. If this resolution passes as now reported it seems to me the 
claim of the gentleman I have named would be excluded from the 
benefit of it, and that certainly is not intended by the committee. I 
therefore move to strike out ‘‘November the Ist” and insert in lieu 
thereof “March the 4th.” 

Mr. BLAIR. I would like to say a word in regard to the amend- 
ment suggested by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. The gentle- 
man, I think, will see, upon a moment’s reflection, that it would be 
to the injury of the party he would serve. These two soldiers were 
discharged more than one month prior to the termination of the fiscal 


| year; one some three months prior to the termination of the fiscal 


year. His claim, if allowed at all, would be for three months; while 
if this amendment were adopted he would be turned off with one 
month’s pay. The gentleman surely would not take any action which 
would have that consequence. These claims are before the committee 
under distinct resolutions and are being, I think, considered in a 
friendly spirit. I doubt not that the interests of both the claimants 
will be subserved by leaving the matter in the hands of the commit- 
tee. If, when the committee make their report, it is thought better 
to give them the benefit of an additional one month’s pay, which is 
given by this resolution to those who were on the roll at the com- 
mencement of this session, then gentlemen can do so; but these 
gentlemen, when their claims are allowed, will probably be found 
to be entitled to two or three months’ pay under the construction 
which the Committee on the Judiciary have given to the law. It 
seems to me that the question of this additional amount will hardly 
arise at present. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I desire to say one word. This is but one of a 
class of three or four cases that are now under consideration by the 
Committee of Accounts, and these cases to which gentlemen have re- 
ferred would not come under a resolution to allow one month’s extra 
pay. The committee are endeavoring to equalize these payments so 
that no injustice shall be done to any one. 

The question was taken on the resolution, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. MCMAHON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 


tion was adopted; and also moved that the moticn to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


SPANISH BARBARITIES. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent to offer for present con- 
sideration the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit to the House of Represent- 
atives, if not incompatible with the public interests, all correspondence between 
this Government and the government of Spain in reference to the recently pub- 
lished military order of General Martinez Campos, commanding the Spanish forces 
in Cuba, directing the shooting of all prisoners-of-war, whoever they may be, and 
alse any protests which this Government may have made against the barbarous 
manner in which military operations have been carried on in said island. 


Mr. BOYD. I object. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. WOOD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. KNOTT. Pending that motion I move that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Friday next. 

The question was put on Mr. KNOTT’s motion; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 70, noes 100. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr.O’NEILL. I move that when the House adjourns to-morrow it 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The question was put on Mr. O’NEILL’s motion; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 47, noes not counted. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Woop; and 
it was agreed to. And accordingly (at three o’clock and fifty-five 
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BURCHARD: Papers relating to the claim of Edward T. 
Brownell—to the Committee ou Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee: Papers relating to the claim 
of Theodore T. Coffin, for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CANNON, of Utah Territory: Papers relating to the claim 
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of John Van Cott and Samuel Malin for indemnification for losses 
sustained by them by reason of the encampment of the Second Regi- 
ment Dragoons United States Army on their wheat fields near Salt 
Lake City—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Anson Call for compensation 
for services as deputy United States marshal in Utah Territory—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: Papers relating to the claim of Josiah Shinkle 
for services rendered in preventing the destruction of property of the 
United States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DARRALL: Papers relating to the claims of Lizzie Rogers 
and Octave L. Blanchard for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the same committee, 

By Mr. DWIGHT: A paper relating to the claim of Andrew Wait 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Papers relating to the claim of John Twiggs that 
he be paid the proceeds of the sale of certain property that belonged 
to his father, David E. Twiggs, deceased, sold at a sequestration sale 
in New Orleans by order of General Butler—to the Committee of 
Claims. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH : The petition of 8. B. Dodd and W. W. 
Shippen, executors of the will of Edwin A. Stevens, deceased, which 
directed the endowment of an institution of learning to the amount 
of $500,000, and which Las been complied with by the foundation of 
the Stevens Polytechnic Institute, that they be refunded $45,750.50, 
paid the collector of internal revenue as a succession tax—to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

ly Mr. KIMMEL: The petition of W. H. Rogers, that his claim 
against the United States be referred to the Court of Claims—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KNOTT: The petition of Samuel A. Craddock, to be reim- 
bursed the amount expended by him in purchasing supplies for re- 
cruits for the United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MAISH : Papers relating to the bill to reinstate George A. 
Armes to the position he lately held in the United States Army—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MCKENZIE: The petition of Eliza N. Burge, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MCMATION: The petition of Louisa Randolph, for compen- 
sation for cotton seized by United States officials and sold—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: Papers relating to the claim of Robert A. 
McMurray for compensation for extra services rendered in the Treas- 
ury Department—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. PAGE: The petition of William Minto, for compensation 
for work done in California as a surveyor—to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: Papers relating to the claim of Henry Sipple 
for a pension—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of citizens of North Carolina, for 
the improvement of the Dismal Swamp Canal—to the Committee on 
Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. SINGLETON : Papers relating to the claim of John D. 
Ryan for compensation for the printing of blanks for the United 
States—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. TURNEY: The petition of Alexander Bowie and other cit- 
izens of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, for legislation in the in- 
terest of laborand for relief to indigent colonizers—to the Committee 
on Edueation and Labor. 

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Turtletown and Hot House, North Carolina—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, papers relating to the petition ot Hiram R. Rhea that his 
name be placed upon the muster-rolls of Company G, Third North 
Carolina Mounted Infantry—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WAIT: Papers relating to the claim of the Norwich and 
New York Transportation Company to be reimbursed the amount 
recovered of them on account of the killing of a passenger on one of 
their vessels by a United Stgtes soldier—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Samuel H. Canfield—to the 
same comtuittee, 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of Calvin Adams, for an extension of 
his patent on locks—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of Harriet E. Edwards, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: Papers relating to the claim of James 
Henderson for services rendered the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: Papers relating to the claim of 
Bangs, Brownell & Co., of New York, for compensation for property 
taken by United States officials—to the same committee. ; 

Also, papers relating to the claim of John H. Morris—to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


By Mr. YEATES: The petition of citizens of North Carolina, for | 


the improvement of the Dismal Swamp Canal—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claims of William M. K. 
Hall and Abner D. Lewis for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. , 
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IN SENATE. 
THursDAY, December 6, 1877. 


JaMES G. BLAINE and HANNIBAL HAMLIN, Senators from the Stat. 
of Maine, Joun R. MCPHERSON and THEODORE F. RANDOLPH, Se; . 
tors from the State of New Jersey, PRESTON B. PLUMB, a Senator fron 
the State of Kansas, and Lucius Q. C. LaMar, a Senator from the 
State of Mississippi, appeared in their seats to-day. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Monday last was read and 
proved. 


the 


ap- 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the election of 
the standing committees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I ask unanimous consent to dispense with the 
rule which requires that the committees be elected by ballot. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. To which the Chair hears no objection, 

Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the following be tho standing committees of the Senate of the 
United States for the second session of the Forty-fifth Congress : - 

On Privileges and Elections—Messrs. Wadleigh, (chairman,) Mitchell, Cameron 
of Wisconsin, McMillan, Hoar, Ingalls, Saulsbury, Merrimon, and Hill. 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) Howe, Conkling, Matthews 
Kirkwood, MeCreery, Eaton, Johnston, and Wallace. 

On Finance—Messrs. Morrill, (chairman,) Dawes, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, A}! 
son, Bayard, Kernan, Wallace, and Voorhees. 

On Appropriations—Messrs. Windom, (chairman,) Sargent, Allison, Dorsey 
Blaine, Davis of West Virginia, Withers, Eaton, and Beck. 

On Commerce—Messrs. Conkling, (chairman,) Spencer, McMillan, Pattersop 
Jones of Nevada, Gordon, Dennis, Ransom, and Randolph. 

On Manufactures—Messrs. Rollins, (chairman,) Burnside, Cameron of Pennsy| 


vania, Johnston, and McPherson. ‘ 
On Agriculture—Messrs. Paddock, (chairman,) Sharon, Hoar, Davis of West Vir 


ginia, and Gordon. 

On Military Affairs—Messrs. Spencer, (chairman,) Burnside, Wadleigh, Plum! 
Cameron of Pennsylvania, Randolph, Cockrell, Maxey, and Butler 

On Naval Afaire—Messrs. Sargent, (chairman,) Anthony, Conover, Blaine 
Whyte, McPherson, and Jones of Flori a. 

On the Judiciary—Messrs, Edmunds, (chairman,) Conkling, Howe, Christianey 
Davis of Illinois, Tharman, and Mc Donald. 

On Post-Ofices and Post-Roads—Messrs. Ferry, (chairman,) Hamlin, Paddock 
Conover, Kirkwood, Barnside, Saulsbury, Maxey, and Bailey. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Oglesby, (chairman,) Paddock, Booth, Chaffee, Plumb, 
McDonald, Jones of Florida, Grover, and Garland. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Thurman, (chairman,) Bayard, Edmunds, 
Christiancy, and Grover. 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Allison, (chairman,) Oglesby, Ingalls, Saunders, M 
Creery, Coke, and McDonald. 

On Pensions—Messrs. Ingalls, (chairman,) Bruce, Kirkwood, Kellogg, Withers 
Bailey, and Voorhees. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Messars. Johnston, (chairman,) Jones of Florida, Lill, 
Dawes, and Mc Millan. 

On Claims—Messrs. McMillan, (chairman,) Mitchell, Cameron of Wisconsiu 
Teller, Hoar, Cockrell, Hereford, Harris, and Morgan. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Dorsey, (chairman, ) Spencer, Ingalls, Rol 
lins, Merrimon, Barmun, and Harris. 

On Patents—Messrs. Booth, (chairman,) Wadleigh, Hoar, Kernan, and Morgan 

On Public Buildings and Grounds—Messrs. Dawes, (chairman,) Morrill, Camera 
of Pennsylvania, Saulsbury, and Jones of Florida. 

On Territories—Messrs. Patterson, (chairman, ) Chaffee, Saunders, Kellogg, Gar 
land, Grover, and Hereford. 

On Railroads—Meassrs. Mitchell, (chairman,) Dawes, Dorsey, Teller, Saunders, 
Windom, Matthews, Ransom, Barnum, Lamar, and Armstrong. 

On Mines and Mining—Meessrs. Sharon, (chairman,) Chaffee, Booth, Plumb, Here- 
ford, Coke, and Hiil. 

On the Revision of the Laws—Messrs. Christiancy, (chairman,) Matthews, Davis 
of Illinois, Wallace, and Kernan. c 

On Education and Lebor—Messrs. Burnside, (chairman,) Patterson, Merril, 
Bruce, Sharon, Gordon, Maxey, Bailey, and Lamar. 

On Civil Service and Retrenchment— Messrs. Teller, (chairman,) Oglesby, Patter- 
son, Booth, McCreery, Whyte, and Beck. 7 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate—Messrs. Jones of N« 
vada, (chairman,) Rollins, and Dennis. 

On Printing—Messrs, Anthony, (chairman,) Sargent, and Whyte. 

On the Library—Messrs. Howe, (chairman,) Edmunds, and Ransom. 

On Rules—Messrs. Blaine, (chairman,) Ferry, and Merrimon. 

On Engrossed Billsa—Messrs. Bayard, (chairman,) Withers, and Anthony. 

On Enrolled Billsa—Messrs. Conover, (chairman,) Paddock, and Armstrong 


The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I otter the following list of select committees, and 
| move its adoption. 

SELECT COMMITTEES. 

On the Levees of the Mississippi River—Messrs. Bruce, (chairman,) Blaine, Ke! 
logg, Cockrell, and Harris. ; 

On Transportation Routes to the Seaboard—Messrs. Cameron of Wisconsin, (( hair 
man,) Windom, Conover, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Davis of West Virginia 
Lamar, Beck, and Butler. 

To Examine the Several Branches of the Civil Service—Mesars. Chaffee, (chairman 
Windom, Hamlin, Merrimon, and Eaton. : 

To take into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertaining and declar 
ation of the result of the elections of President and Vice-President of the United 
States—Mesers. Edmunds, (chairman,) Conkling, Howe, McMillan, Teller, Davis 
of Illinois, Bayard, Thurman, and Morgan. 


The list was agreed to. 





HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 287) to change the name of the port of entry of 
| the district of the Téche, in Louisiana, from Brashear wo Morgat 
| City, was read twice by its title and referred to the Committee 00 
| Commerce. 





1877. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VI E-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
{ 2 the Treasurer of the United States, transmitting, in compliance 
ih tl e requirements of section 311 of the Revised Statutes of the 


with tl ; : 
United States, fair and accurate copies of the accounts rendered to 
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nd settled with the First Comptroller for the fiscal year ending June | 
ane : P 


“). 1977; a copy of the annual report of the Treasurer of the United 
<rates, showing a perfect account of the state of the Treasury ; and 
~ommunication from the Treasurer of the United States, transmit- 
oe in accordance With the usual custom, (the act of July 2, 1836, 
coving been repealed, and the act of June 8, 1872, and the Revised 
Statutes of the United States not containing anything requiring the 
Treasurer of the United States to render copies of his quarterly 
account with the United States on account of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment to Congress,) a copy of the Treasurer’s account rendered to and 
adjusted by the: Sixth Auditor of the Treasury for the fiscal years 
which ended June 30, 1576, and June 30, 15877. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The papers accompanying these letters 
are exceedingly voluminous, and the Chair in the first instance will 


refer them to the Committee on Printing, to inquire into the propriety 


of printing them. 

Several SENATORS. Let that be done. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, for the information of the 
Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate, a letter from First Lieut- 
epant John C. White, First Artillery, representing the injustice that 
will result should the bill for the restoration of John A. Darling, late 
captain Second Artillery, become a law, and inviting attention to the 
indorsement of the General of the Army concurring in the views of 
Lievttenant White ; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 


1 





Apas, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- | 


ing bills and joiwt resolution; in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 5) prescribing an oath of office ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 315) to repeal sections 4924, 4925, 4926, 4927, and 
4922 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1887) to extend the provisions of section 32% 
Revised Statutes to other institutions of learning ; 

A bill (HI. R. No. 1890) to repeal section 820 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) relative to reservoirs to promote 
the navigation of the Mississippi River. 


~ 


7 of the 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 1279) authorizing the binding of 
documents for members of Congress; and it was thereupon signed by 
the Vice-President. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition of Eben N. Horsford, of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, touching the extension of a patent for a 
process in making bread. A bill, which I have in my hand, was re- 
ported at the last session of the Senate and failedin the House. Itis 
appended to the report of the Committee ; and therefore, if it be no 
violation of the rules, I ask leave to introduce it with the petition, so 
that the report of the committee and all statements connected with 
it may go together to the Committee on Patents. 

_The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be received and the peti- 
tion will be referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of fifty national banks of the city 

of Boston, praying that measures may be instituted looking to an 
international monetary convention for the purpose of establishing 
the relative value of gold and silver coin throughout the commercial 
world; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
_ He also presented the petition of Rufus Saxton and others, officers 
in the Quartermaster’s Departmentof the United States Army, praying 
the passage of a law authorizing the President to nominate and pro- 
mote certain officers therein mentioned to a higher rank in the Army 
and to correct the date of their commission; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FERRY presented ‘the petition of Samuel Fields and others, 
citizens of Allegan and Van Buren Counties, Michigan, praying for 
the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage 
of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. , 
Mr. WIT HERS presented the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Wirt Golds- 
orough, widow of Rear-Admiral Louis M. Goldsborough, United 


States Navy, praying for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. MITCHELL. 
bly of Washington Territory, in which they represent “that the un- 
= condition of the Indians east of the Cascade Mountains, in 
an Territory, is injurious alike to the Indians and white people ;” 
ue the permanent location of the Indians east of the Cascade 
=a in Washington Territory, upon one reservation, would re- 
sult in the prosperity and peace of both the white people and the 


Al 


Indians.” They further represent “that the Colville Valley is admi- 
rably adapted for an Indian territory for all the Indians east of the 
Cascade Mountains, not only on account of its arable land, the roots, 
cammas, and salmon fisheries, but also on acceunt of its situation, 
which, owing to the surrounding country, can never be intrenched 
upon by any white settlements;” that “the remnants of different 
tribes, to whom reservations have been assigned under different 
treaties, to the exclusion of the white settlers, derive no benetit from 
those reservations which they could not fully enjoy in Colville Valiey, 
yet their occupancy of the different reservations keeps a body of fine, 
arable land from cultivation and settlement by white people;” that 
“the ditierent reservations together contain more arable land than 
the Colville Valley, and their situation in close proximity to the set- 
tlements of white people makes a change not only desirable but also 
of ultimate benefit to all concerned, and thereby the peace of the 
country will be more fully assured.” They conelude by an earnest 
prayer that Congress may “enact a law, setting apart the Colville 
Valley as an Indian Territory and removing the Indians thereto, when- 
ever the treaties with the Government expire by limitation of law.” 
I move that this memorial be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I present a memorial of the Board of Trade of 
the city of Chicago, Llinois, in favor of a congressional provision for 
the proper representation of the interests of this country at the Paris 
exposition of 1878. 1 do not believe the subject has been finally dis- 
posed of by Congress as yet. I move the reference of the memorial 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WINDOM presented certain papers relating to the bill (S. No. 
170) for the relief of F. W. Ruggles; which were referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I present the memorial of the National Bank of 
North America, the National Bank of Commerce of Providence, the 
Providence Institution for Savings, the Providence National Bank, the 
Merchants’ National Bank, the Phenix National Bank, and other sav- 
ings institutions of Providence, Rhode Island, petitioning the Senate to 
disapprove the enactment of the bill now under consideration for the 
adoption of a silver coinage currency to an unlimited extent, as the 
bimetallic legal money of our country. The memorialists represent 
that such alaw “ would be greatly prejudicial to the business of these 
institutions and to the welfare of the people of this country ;” that “it 
would reduce the value of the bonds of the United States ;” that 
“these bonds are held by the banking institutions, to the extent 
of one-half, at least, of all the issues of them now outstanding, a part 
being in deposit with the Government as collateral security for 
national-bank transactions, and a part bagag owned by the savings- 
banks as an investment in trust for their numerous depositors ;” that 
“it would oblige a reception in our savings institutions of a currency 
in deposits of less intrinsic value than the legal-tender circulating 
notes of the Government and than the gold coin of our country.” 
I ask the reference of the memorial to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ALLISON. It seems to me the memorial should lie on the 
table. The Committee on Finance have considered the bill to which 
it refers, and it has been already reported to the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Let it beso disposed of. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That course will be taken and the me- 
morial will lie on the table. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of William J. Bolton and 
others, former oflicers of the United States Volunteer Army, and at 
present of the uniformed militia of Pennsylvania, praying for an 
appropriation for the encouragement of rifle practice in the Army 
and Navy and uniformed militia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Merrill & McCourtie 
and 17 others, millers of Michigan, praying for an investigation 
into the reissue of a patent, upon a new specification, No. 5541, 
issued to one Cochrane upon the surrender of a former patent for an 
improvement in bolting tlour, and for an investigation into a certain 
suit charged to have been collusively brought for the purpose of es- 
tablishing the validity of such reissued patent; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents. - 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 369) for the relief of George A. Schreiner; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CONKLING (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 370) to incorporate the Citi- 
zens’ Gas-Light Company of the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 


I present a memorial of the Legislative Assem- | leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 371) to authorize the extension of 


the patent of E. N. Horsford; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 372) granting a pension to Adelia K. Clark; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 








A2 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


DECEMBER 6, 


ee, 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 373) to amend an act to provide for the sale of a 
portion of the reservation of the confederated Otoe and Missourias 
and the Sac and Fox of the Missouria tribes of Indians, in the States 
of Kansas and Nebraska; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 374) to pension all soldiers 
of the Black Hawk Indian war; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 375) for the protection of widows, orphans, 
and heirs-at-law of oflicers of the Army of the United States; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 


Charles Jones be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Reyo| 
tionary Claims. lu. 


FRANCO-GERMAN-WAR CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. BURNSIDE submitted the following resolution; which Was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested, if deemed not 
incompatible with the public interest, to transmit to the Senate the correspond 
ence of the minister of the United States at Paris with the State Departm¢ at ig 
relation to the Franco-German war, together with the correspondence of said = = 
ister with the Count de Bismarck ; Mr.von Thile, the Prussian minister of forein 
affairs; Mr. Bancroft, the United States minister at Berlin; and Mr. Motley ¢ 
United States minister at London. 


gn 
y, the 
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD, 


Mr. MITCHELL. I desire to state that on the 9th of last mont} 


| I introduced a bill relating to the proposed extension of the time fo; 


| completing the Northern Pacific Railroad. 


introduce a bill (8. No. 376) to provide for ascertaining and settling | 


private land claims in certain States and Territories ; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 377) to authorize the restoration of Stephen O’Con- 
nor to the rank of first lientenant in the Army; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. COCKRELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 378) for the relief of William L. Hickman, 
of Missouri; which was read twice by its title, and, together with 
the papers on the files relating to the case, referred to the Committee 
on Claims 

Mr. WALLACE (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 379) for the relief of William 
Wheeler Hubbell; which was read twice by its title, and reterred to 
the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. THURMAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 380) to provide for circuit and district 
courts of the United States at Toledo, Ohio; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduee a bill (S. No. 381) to amend the fifth section of an act for 
the support of the government of the District of Columbia for the 
tiseal year ending June 30, 1878,” approved March 3, 1877; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 382) to organize the Territory of Tishmingo, and 
for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Terré®ories. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 383) to establish‘ certain post-route in the 
State of Oregon ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a ill (8. No. 384) for the establishment of a certain mail route 
in the State of Oregon ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 385) for the relief of settlers on the public 
lands; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 386) to extend ithe time for presenting claims 
for collecting, drilling, and organizing volunteers for the war of the 
rebellion ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 387) to correct the date of commission of cer- 
tain officers of the Quartermaster’s Department; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. COKE, it was 


Ordered, That Mrs. E. P. Murphy have leave to withdraw from the files her peti- 
tion and papers 


On motion of Mr. MERRIMON, it was 


Ordered, That Delilah Kelly be allowed to withdraw her papers from the files of 
the Senate, on leaving copies of the same. 


Ordered, That Eliza Shelton be allowed to withdraw her papers from the files of 
the Senate, on leaving copies of the same. 


On motion of Mr. CHRISTIANCY, it was 


Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of Judges Morell, Witherell, Wil- 
kins, and others be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 


Ordered, That the popes in the case of William C. Edmonston be taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. KIRK WOOD, it was 


Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of M. L. Hammer for a pension 
be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Pensions. - 


On motion of Mr. WITHERS, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the ease of the claim of the heirs of Lieutenant 


j 
} 


I then asked that the 
bill might lie on the table, as I desired to offer some remarks explap- 
atory of the bill before proposing its reference to a committee, | 
now give notice that to-morrow morning, after the morning hour, jf 
there be no objection, I shall offer some explanations of the bill. 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I ask the Senate to take up the resolution which 
I introduced a few weeks ago in relation to the Pacific railroads, 

Mr. ALLISON. I have no objection to that, but will the Senator 
from Colorado wait a moment until I can have a special order made? 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Very well. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to ask the Senate to make House bill No, 
1093, being the bill known as the silver bill, a special order for, say, 
Monday of next week, and to continue from day to day until disposed 
of. This is an important bill, and will probably give rise to consid- 
erable discussion, and when it is taken up if ought to be completed. 
Therefore, the Senator from Colorado giving way, I move that the 
silver bill be made the special order for next Monday and be contin- 
ued from day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. MORRILL, Mr. OGLESBY, and others addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Let the Chair state the motion and then 
itcan bediscussed. The Senator from Iowa moves that the bill known 
as the silver bill, being House bill No. 1093, be made the special order 
for Monday next, immediately after the reading of the Journal, and 
be continued from day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. ALLISON. I will say that it be made the special order at one 
o'clock. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I ask the Senator from Iowa if he would not pre- 
fer to make the bill a special order for Saturday, as I am under the 
impression that the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] has had 
Monday, the 10th of December, set aside as a special order for the 
consideration of the bill granting citizenship to Indians. I suggest 
to the Senator from Iowa that he may just as well fix Saturday or 
even to-morrow, and not interefere with the special order already 
made for Monday. 

Mr. INGALLS. Nothing would be gained by fixing Saturday, be- 
cause the silver bill could noi be finally considered in a single day. 
Asthe Senator from Illinois suggests, the bill enabling Indians to be- 
come citizens has already been made a special order for the 10th of 
December. Under the rules, when the hour fixed by that resolution 
has arrived, the discussion upon the silver bill would necessarily be 
suspended and discussion upon the bill enabling Indians to become 
citizens would proceed. I suggest that such an order had better not 
be adopted. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator from Iowa that it is 
quite unnecessary to make this bill a special order, for the reason 
that he can cal] it up at any time at the convenience of the Senate. So 
far as I am concerned, I have no choice as to when it shall be con- 
sidered. I think, however, in order to facilitate the business of the 
session, it would be better that it should be taken up at some time 
when the consideration of the question will not be interrupted by any 
other business or by any recess that may be taken. Of course, a bill 
of this character can hardly be expected to be considered without 
the consumption of some time. I do not know, but I have heard 
from various quarters that it is the purpose to take a rather longer 
holiday vacation than usual, in consequence of the special session, a8 
many members desire to go home and wish to have a suflicient time 
to reach their homes and get back again. I merely suggest to the 
Senator from Iowa that it is hardly necessary to make the bill a 
special order for Monday, because he has the entire control of the 
bill and can cali it up at any day he pleases. 

Mr. ALLISON. The reason for mekion it a special order has been 
suggested by the Senator from Vermont himself ; that is, that when 
this bill is under consideration no other business ought to intervene, 
and therefore it may as well be made the special order for some spe- 
cific time, that Senators may know that that will be the business 
under discussion and be prepared to debate it and continue its con- 
sideration until it is finally disposed of. 

Mr. THURMAN. I concur with the Senator from Iowa in the opi0- 
ion that this bill ought to be taken up for consideration at an early 
day. I hope, however, he will not name Monday, but that he will 
rather name Tuesday, and for this reason: on Monday the case ol 
Mr. Eustis will be called up. It was to have been called up to-day, 
according to an understanding, but the committee have not yet quile 
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Jeted their report; and, in order that they may complete it and 

a may be printed, the case will not be called up by the chairman 
oe - ° committee until Monday. That being a question of privilege, 
i: Senator knows, it will first come up. I do not know that it 
‘vill take half an hour to dispose of it. There is no disposition on my 
me to go into any discussion, unless I am absolutely forced into it 
Pe what may be said by others; and Ido not know of any disposition 
* this side of the Chamber to discuss it, nor indeed on the otherside 


sther 
chat co will be disposed of on Monday without any doubt, and in 
+he mean time we can dispose of the Indian bill too. I suggest to the 
nator from Iowa to name Tuesday for the silver bill. 

“Mr, ALLISON. Iwill modify my motion, and name Tuesday at one 
‘ } 

Mr. BA YARD. As I understand, this is not fixing the day on which 
the vote is to be taken. I understand the Senator from lowa simply 
proposes to bring up the bill for discussion. 

makea special order for the consideration of this bill. 
ese and will obtain that, I am sure, at the hands of the Senate. 
Therefore, While I do not desire to interfere at all with the discretion 
of my honorable friend in charge of this bill, Isubmit to him that he 
should not seek to obtain a vote upon a measure like that without a 
long time for consideration. 

Mr. ALLISON. Of course, if the Senator from Delaware will al- 
low me, the question of voting upon the bill will be in the judgment 
of the Senate. What I desire, and what I think the Senate desires, 
isto have this question fully discussed, and that when if is being 
discussed no other business shall intervene, that is, no material busi- 


ness, but that its consideration shall continue from day to day until | 


disposed of. For that reason, I desire the bill to be made a special 


order so that it may take its place regularly on the Calendar from | 


day to day till disposed of, when it is once taken up. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have not the least desire to make any delay in 
the consideration of so important a measure, but simply to prevent 
it being made a special order that in any way will compel debate 
upon it when it is not convenient for the Senate to consider it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 

Mr. SARGENT. I object, provided the consent which is asked for 
shall be considered as overruling the rule of the Senate by which any- 
thing made a special order may be laid aside by a majoxity vote. If 
it is understood that the consent asked for is that this bill be taken 
up on Tuesday and be continued from day to day until disposed of, 
I certainly shall object. If it is simply to be treated as any other 
special order, giving way to any business the Senate may see fit to 


ing a discussion of that kind; but I do object, provided an under- 
standing is desired to be obtained on the part of the Senate that this 
bill is to have the privilege of being taken up at any time and con- 
tinued to the exclusion of everything else until disposed of. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ionly want this bill to have the advantage it will 
have by being made a special order, whatever that is under our rules; 
nothing more, 

Mr. DAWES. So far as I am concerned personally, I have no ob- 
jection to the bill being taken up at one time as well as another; but 
I suggest to the Senator from Iowa if he had not better, in the inter- 
est of the bill and of a fair discussion of the bill, consider whether he 
is likely to reach a vote upon the bill before the recess. 
not want, any more than the rest of us, to have the discussion upon 
that bill divided, separated by a long recess, which there is every 
evidence will be taken. The Senator should consider, if he does not 
take up the bill before Tuesday, that there is every reason to believe he 
will not have more than a day or two’s discussion before the recess. 
He does not expect a vote upon it himself after two days’ discussion. 
! venture to suggest to the Senator that he had better consider that 
before next week is through both Houses will determine upon a re- 
cess and probably take it. I suggest to him, if he has any particular 
desire to bring it to a vote before the recess, he had better take it up 


earlier rather than on Tuesday; and if he does not desire to have | 
the discussion upon the bill divided by the recess he had better con- | 


sider whether it is worth while to take it up befbre the recess or not. 
I have no personal preference myself. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should be glad to fix an earlier day, but it seems 
that on Monday the Eustis case is to be taken up, and therefore I do 
hot see that we can very well consider this bill before Tuesday. Of 


course, if a recess intervenes pending the discussion, the bill will go | 


over necessarily. 
Mr. DAWES. Had the Senator rather take it up, if he knew that 
the discussion would be divided, before the recess than after, even in 
that contingenty ? 
Mr. ALLISON. 
sible. 


I prefer that it should be taken up as soon as pos- 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
ill known as the silver bill be made the special order for Tuesday 


Is there objection to the order that the 


next at one o'clock and from day to day thereafter until disposed of ? 
Mr. WHYTE. Does one objection carry that over? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It does not. 

Mr. WHYTE. It requires a majority vote at least. 


Mr. SARGENT. I object to its being made a special order from 


I cannot tell, though, how that may be; but I presume that | 


| Monday, January 7. 
| will be the 11th of this month. 


| the bill cannot be matured and discussed in that length of time. 
I suggest to him, how- | 
ver, that we should not between now and the approaching recess 

We all know | 
it is a matter to be discussed with great deliberation and it both | 


He would | 
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day to day until disposed of. It may be made a special order for 
Tuesday next ; I am willing to consent to that; and then it follows 
the rule. That is all the rule provides, and I object to anything be- 
yond the rule. 

Mr. WITHERS. I inquire whether if the bill be made a special 
order it will not be within the power of the Senate at any time, even 
if it be made the continuing order, to set it aside by a majority vote f 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair was of that opinion, and is, 
that a majority of the Senate can control it. With that understand- 
ing, shall the bill be made the special order for the time named ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator from Iowa to substitute 
If it is made the order for Tuesday next, that 
As I have understood, there is a dis- 
position to have the adjournment occur on the 17th, on the part of 
the House. That would give but a week’s discussion, and I am sure 
As 
I have already said, to me personally it is entirely immaterial when 
this discussion shall take place, but it seems to me far better that it 
shall be postponed and the discussion had altogether upon the bill. 
Therefore I move to amend the proposition, if it is not objected to, 
by substituting Monday, January 7, 1878, instead of the 11th of De- 
cember, 1877. 

Mr. BLAINE. The recess will go beyond that probably. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state the proposition of 
the Senator from Vermont, which is to amend the motion of the 
Senator from Iowa by inserting “ Monday, the 7th of January, 1878.” 

Mr. CONKLING. It seemed to me that the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from lowa was not without objection. If, however, there be ob- 


jection to that, the objection I think is much greater to the sugges- 


tion made by the Senator from Vermont. In the first place, without 
referring specially to what has occurred elsewhere, the general un- 
derstanding is that the 7th of January is not so late a day as that to 
which the recess is likely to go. Therefore it would be fixing a day 


| which so far as we can foresee is to be dies non in the Senate. 


Mr. SARGENT. There may be a session by the 7th. 

Mr. CONKLING. I am told that a very prevailing inclination 
without, if not within, the Senate is to go to the 10th of January ; 
and if the Senator has read some papers which are laid upon our 
desks, he would have seen reason to suppose that that is so. 

But, Mr. President, more especially I venture to suggest that it is 
not worth while before the recess beginsto undertake to mortgage the 
Senate as to what is to occur at the other end of it. It may be when 
the Senate resumes its session on the 10th, or 7th, or 15th, or whatever 
the day may be of January, it will be convenient and agreeable to a 
majority of the Senate to take up this bill then, and make it a spe- 


| cial order from day to day, so that other things may not intervene. 
take up by a majority vote, I have no special objection to commenc- | 


On the contrary, it may not be desirable at all to the Senator who bas 
it in charge or to other Senators; and therefore I venture to suggest 
to him that he had better hold on to his motion to make it a special 
order now presently, or desist altogether; and I confess 1 see no 
motive in the case of this or any other bill which is to lead to consid- 


| erable discussion, for making it a special order now. 


I am told—if I may so far refer to what goes on in the other House— 
that instead of the 19th being the day certain or even likely to begin 
the recess, an earlier day is in contemplation there. Another Sena- 
tor says the 15th; and I am told even an earlier day than that. 
Tuesday is the 1lth. Now the Senator knows perfectly well that no 
accident or contingency can ever close the discussion on the silver 
bill in two or three days, and therefore he takes it up to lay it down 
again. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. 
much? 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Nevada inquires whether it 
does not promote the discussion that much. Knowing the exactness 
with which he always uses language, I say yes, my impression is it 
will promote the discussion that much, that it will increase the discus- 
sion to have it go on for two or three days, then desist, and have it 
go over the recess, and then come back and take it up again. Alb 
the discussion that occurred beforehand will undoubtedly be traveled 
over and recited again. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow me? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. I want to put this consideration to the Senator 
from New York. It has been said that when this bill is taken up it 
ought to be continued until it is voted upon. That was suggested 
by the Senator from Vermont, as I understood. 

Now, wy first impression is that really it would be better for the 
due consideration of this measure if there was some discussion before 


Does it not promote the discussion that 


| the recess even if the bill cannot bedisposed of, becauseit will give us 
| time during the recess to consider the arguments pro and con upon 


the bill, and not only give us time, but there is a great deal of knowl- 
edge and information and intellect outside of this Senate, and it gives 


| us time to hearthe criticisms of very competent and able persons 


outside of the Senate upon what had beensaid here. The Senator knows 
very well how diflicult it is for us to follow arguments, and much 
less have time to read them, when we do vot hear them and appre- 
ciate them, when we go right through from the beginning to the end; 
but if we have a few days intervening we can take them up and con- 
sider them, and I hope when we get buck vote more intelligently. 
Mr. CONKLING. I shall listen, for one, kindly to any suggestion, 
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and vote for it, which will give all the time to Ohio that is needed 
by that State to consider the silver bill. 
“Mr. THURMAN. Their minds are made up. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
of time might be valuably employed there in the questions which 
concern the silver bill; but the Senator says not. I know how au- 
thorized he is to speak now for that State, and therefore I do not 
venture to differ from what ’ Knowing also, as I do, how 
effectively the Senator from Ohio is going to listen to the diseussion 
on Tuesday and on Wednesday, having learned that nothing escapes 
him, « specially nothing on the side of a measure which he does not 
believe in, being prone as he is to hear everything that can be said 
against it, I certainly would not be so discourteous as to deprive the 
Senator of an opportunity for which I see he pants. But 1 suggest to 
him in seriousness that a discussion one day or two days next week 
when everybody knows that no action will take place, will amount 
However, ldo not object to that part of it, but I do not 
think we ought now to guess a month ahead as to what the Senate 
should be mortgaged for on a certain day when it meets. To that I 
doobject. Ifthe Senate want to make a special order now, so be it; 
but I would not make a special order de bene esse to take etiect a month 
or six weeks hence. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, individually I do not care whether 
this bill be made the special order for to-day or for any given day in 
January or any day subsequent to this. 


he suVs. 


to nothing. 


holidays for the commencement of the discussion of this question. 
There is certainly a propriety in proceeding to the discussion of that 
subject which has already engaged the attention of the Senate and 
to which the Senator from Kansas has alluded. There are some other 


now and the period of time when the holidays shall commence, be 
that time when it may. 

This question of currency is one of vast importance, and I appre- 
hend there is no Senator in this body who does not suppose that it is 


to undergo a lengthened discussion; and if you take it up and diseuss | 
it for two or three days and drop it—I speak from my experience on | 


questions that have heretofore been treated in that way—and then 
revive the discussion, you prolong it. You will not save a single 
second of time; you will add to the long and weary hours of discus- 


sion to which we shall be obliged to listen here in this Senate if you | 


take it up and discuss it for the few days that are remaining between 
now-and the time when we shall take our recess. Why, sir, speeches 
will spring from men like Antzeus from his mother earth with re- 
newed vigor and strength, and they will seize upon what has been 
deemed a temporary discussion and secure the elements to prolong, 
not to shorten, the debate we shall have. If an economy of time isin 


any way desirable—and I confess that I do not know that it is—it is | 
when you will take this measure up and complete | 


wiser to 0X a time 
it and discuss it, as the Senator from Iowa said, from day to day 
until disposed of. Ido not suppose the Senator from Iowa believes 
it among the possibilities that such a thing can be if it is taken up 
now betore we shall take a recess for the holidays. Then I say that 
you waste just precisely the time between now and the holidays to 
no purpose, except it be to make the discussion still more lengthened 
ifter that period of time. That is my judgment. For that reason, 
not because I care one penny whether it is taken up this hour or any 
fixed day in January, but in the belief that we economize time by 
fixing a period when the discussion shall commence so that it shall 
be completed soon after the commencement, I shall vote for some 
day in January after the holidays. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
that this bill might pass the Senate unanimously without debate. 
It has been the theme of protracted discussion in the country for 
many months. It is safe to say that no new arguments can be or 
will be adduced upon the subject ; and, if the debate should continue 
in the Senate for months, I doubt very much whether a single vote 
would be changed or an opinion entertained that is not now held by 
the members of the Senate. 

This is Thursday, and counting to-day there are three legislative 
days remaining this week. For Monday next the bill to enable In- 
dians to become citizens has been made a special order by previous 
action of the Senate, 

The Senator from Ohio has given notice that the case of Mr. Eus- 
tis, as one of the highest privilege, will be called up for discussion 
on that day. He thinks it may not take more than half an hour to 
dispose of ft. Ido not agree with him myself, for there are ques- 
tions of very considerable interest involved affecting the legal status 
of Mr. Eustis’s claim to a seat in this body. 

it is probable that an adjournment for the holidays may occur 
about the fifteenth of the month. Counting, then, all the business 
that is already upon the Calendar under special order, there remains 
at least a week of unoecupied time. There is nothing before the 
Senate at this moment, and I suggest to the Senator from Iowa who 
has this bill in charge that, considering its great importance, the in- 
terest that is felt upon the subject by the people of all sections of 
the country, it is his duty as a member of the Finance Committee to 
pues with the subject with the least possible delay. I therefore 

ope that he will reconsider his suggestion to make this bill the spe- 


It is supposed in other States that a good deal | 


I do not speak of my own | 
individual wish, therefore; and yet I believe it would be wiser, I be- | 
lieve it would be an economy of time to assign a period beyond the | 


| right along with it until we end it. 


| the Constitution or in the rules of the Senate which requires us to 
matters to which the Senate may well give its attention between | 


1 had been cherishing the hope, Mr. President, | 
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cial order for Tuesday next, and that he will disregard these other 
| suggestions that have been made to postpone it to a period after the 


holiday recess, and ask the Senate to proceed to its immediate cop. 
sideration. There are at least three days that can be devoted to it 
this week, and whatever speeches are made upon it or whatever 
arguments are presented upon it will be so much time actuall 
gained, and we shall be so much nearer the final disposition of a 
bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment 1 
posed by the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, I have no objection to taking up 
silver bill provided it can be discussed and brought to a conelnsioy - 
but I do think that to take it up prior to the holidays, when it wij) 
certainly be very largely discussed, and then to lay it over and take 
it up again, and probably have a rediscussion of the same points 
which are embraced in the first discussion before the holidays, would 
be a waste of time. I favor the proposition of the Senator from Ver. 
mont. I rose to ask the Chair whether it did not require a two-thirds 
vote to make this billa special order, and, if that be so, I shall ask for 


TO- 


Live 


| the yeas and nays upon it. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. It does. The question is on the amend. 
ment proposed by the Senator from Vermont, which is to make the 
bill a special order for Monday, the 7th of January, 1575, at one 
o'clock. 

Mr. INGALLS. I call for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I hear something said about the best 
method of economizing time. If that is a purpose, it seems to me we 
can best effect it by taking up this or some other measure and going 
I do not know of anything in 


take a recess as early as the 15th or even the 17th of this month. If 
we should continue to work up to the 20th or the 23d, it would not 
violate the Constitution of the United States, however it might affect 
our own constitutions; and even our constitutions might stand it, 
notwithstanding the great strain that has been placed upon them dur 
ing the first session of this Congress. I shall therefore vote against 
this amendment, and I shall vote with the Senator from Iowa, if | 


| understand his proposition, to make this bill the special order for 


Tuesday next, and then I shall be very happy to sit here and consider 
the subject until the Senate is prepared to vote upon it. 

There is undoubtedly a great deal of truth in what the Senator 
from Maine said just now. He understands the philosophy of debat: 
in this Senate as well as any member ofit. I think that if you spend 
one or two weeks in discussing this or any other subject, and then 


| take a recess for two or three weeks, you will have as many speeches 
| after the recess as you would have had in the first place if you closed 


out the whole debate. So I think it will be the part of wisdom when 
you once enter on this subject to go right along with it to the end, 
and we might as well commence on it on the 11th of this month as 
the 11th of next, as I think. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I desire to state that I concur exactly in what the 
Senator from Kansas remarked in connection with the consideration 
of this bill. It is a subject that has been a long time before the 
country, and it seems to me that some disposition should be made of 
it at the earliest practicable day, because I believe it is important 
that it should be disposed of one way or the other. Without com- 
mitting myself to the bill or to any other bill, I shall vote against 
making it the special order for the late date proposed, and in favor 


| of the earliest day named. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, by the rules of the Senate I believe 
it requires two-thirds to make any business a special order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It does. 

Mr. BAYARD. I inquire whether adopting by a majority vote the 


| proposition of the Senator fromVermont, it would then require a two- 


thirds vote to make the proposition as amended efficient ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair holds that a majority may 
control the amendment, but on the final passage of the resolution it 
requires a two-thirds vote. : 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no desire to make any expression of conti- 
dence, or the contrary, in this bill passing the Senate; but surely it 
will not pass the Séhate by the unanimous vote suggested by the 
honorable Senator from Kansas; and I am very sure that, however 
individual Senators may have concluded this subject in their own 
minds, the vast body of the people of this country do need informa- 
tion upon this subject, and that they would be exceedingly wronged 
if the same action were followed in the Senate as was followed in 
another branch of Congress in treating of this matter. 

I do not propose by my vote to delay irregularly or unduly the con- 
sideration of this most important matter. I only ask that it shall be 
treated with the gravity to which it is entitled. The‘care and the 
deliberation that are due to it should be bestowed upon it. There- 
fore it is that I shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont to make the bill the special order for the 7th of January, 
because I think all the interim may well be spent in consideration of 
the issues that are contained in the proposed legislation. I want the 
country to consider it and the Senate to consider it, and I desire that 
when that time arrives, there shall be a regular, deliberate consider- 
ation of the bill, without resort to anything like dilatory motions, 
which I hold would be utterly unworthy of the importance of the sub- 
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et. Hence I shall vote for this amendment, and trust it will not be 
Je osexl by the honorable Senator from lowa. 1 believe he will expe- 
ony the vote on the final passage of the bill just as much by accept- 
ion this as by proposing to make it a special order at an earlier day. 
Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I only desire to say that the country 
yects this question to be settled at the earliest possible day, and it 
-- better for all parties that it should be so settled. I know of no 
: vhy we should not begin itnow. While I do not want to cut 
scussion or prevent the fullest investigation, I shall vote for the 
ost day, and for its continuance till it is setiled, so that the 

evs of the country may be regulated accordingly. 

HEREFORD. Mr. President, I desire to say that as far as I am 
opcerned I hope the discussion on this bill will commence at as early 
, period as can be bad for it. I think the discussion should have 
ommenced before this. I think the interests of the country demanded 
-hat the diseussion should have commenced before this, and I believe 
thet the interests of the country and the people of the United States 
demand that the bill should have been passed before this as it came 
from the House. While Ido not desire that any debate shall be cut 
if in this matter, yet in view of the history of the demonetization 
f silver I do not think that the remonetization of it should be pro- 
longed to a very great extent. I am the more satisfied of this when 


ex 


I take intoconsideration the manner in which silver was demonetized; 


and I presume I am not transgressing any of the parliamentary rules 
when 1 refer to that, because it is now a part of the history of the 
ountry; it has gone into the history of the country ; it is of the past. 
On that oceasion, in another branch of Congress, they would not even 
allow the bill to be read, and it was passed through that body without 
ever having been read, and without any member of that body having 
heard it read. When we take into consideration that fact and that 
that measure was then forced upon the people without any know]- 
edge of its contents, it may be a considerable excuse for the impa- 
tience of the people in demanding that it should be remonetized and 
the currency of the country placed where it had been from the foun- 
dation of the Government down to the unfortunate period when it was 
demonetized. Therefore I shall vote for the very earliest period for 
the commencement of the discussion of this subject. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, there can be no question that a meas- 
ure of such immense importance as this should be very thoroughly 
disenssed ; and having that view of the matter and believing it im- 


possible to discuss the question as it ought to be discussed previous | 


tothe meeting of the Senate after the recess, I shall vote for the 
motion of the Senator from Iowa. Bat, if I understand the Chair 
correctly, if we fix a day in accordance with the motion of the Sen- 
tor from Iowa, that brings the question for discussion before the 
Senate and makes it under the control of the Senate so that it does 
lose its place. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. A majority can control the matter. 

Mr. MAXEY. Having that view of it and believing as I do that 
the well-being of our country demands that this question shall be 
settled and speedily settled after thorough and rigid investigation 
and diseussion, I shall vote for an early day. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, 1 shall vote against the amend- 


already been suggested by the Senator from New York. [ think it 
more than probable that when Congress shall take a recess it will be 


to a day later than the 7th of January; I think it will most proba- | 


bly be to a day as late as the 10th; and I would remark incidentally 
also that if the 7th shall be fixed as the day it is very probable there 
would be a number of Senators not in attendance on that day. There 
would be some who live at a great distance, who having gone home 
would not be able to return by that time.* 

There is another circumstance. There are a number of senatorial 
elections to take place in January, and it is but human nature to ex- 
pect that some Senators may be absent about that time from the 
Senate. 

_ Again, there is another reason. If the committee had made reports, 
if there had been a majerity report and a minority report that we 
could have studied up to this time, I should think that it was not 
very material whether we took this bill up at one day or another; 
but neither branch of the committee, neither the majority nor the 
minority, has made any written report upon the bill. Certain amend- 
meuts have been reported, but the reasons for or against them are 
not stated by the different branches of the committee. We are then 
to learn the views of the members of the committee who have given 
the subject their consideration from the speeches they deliver on this 
floor. That will be the first opportunity we shall have to learn what 
are the views of our Committee on Finance, that committee pecu- 
liarly charged with the consideration of this subject and to whose 
opinions we are accustomed to pay so much deference and considera- 
ion. As, then, we have not the benefit of a report and must learn 
the views of the committee from the speeches its members deliver on 
the floor, and as those speeches will be entitled to so much considera- 
on at our hands, they having considered this subject no doubt with 
great care and great deliberation, it does seem to me that the very 
best thing that could happen, if this bill is not to be voted upon 
before the recess, would be to take it up next Tuesday and let it be 


discussed until the recess of the Senate if necessary, and then during 
le two or three weeks of the recess we can study in the CoNGREs- 
SIONAL Recorp the views of those members of the Senate constitut- 


| is sitting from day today. 
| to know what are the views of those members of the Senate who 





| fited. 


| of January. 


ing that committee which is especially charged with this subject 
and to which we are bound to pay so much respect. 

So far from it being a misfortune that there should be an interval 
in the discussion, it is the very thing which in my judgment is most 
desirable. If we take up this bill and proceed with it without any 
interruption whatever, then those who hear the speeches here may 
profit by the arguments although they will have no time to verify 
the statements that may be contained in those speeches or to disprove 
them; but those who do not hear them will not read the leng speeches 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD while the Senate is sittit:g:from day 
today. We all know they will not do it. We know by’ our own ex- 
perience that we do not do it. We know that we have to time todo 
it. We know that in order to attend to the corresponiieuce which 
Senators have and to their own private affairs which d2niand their 
attention, to the business of committees and to the work «f the Senate, 
we have no time to read speeches which we do not hear, while the Senate 
The only opportunity, therefore, we have 


have been specially charged with the consideration of this subject is 
by such adjournments or recesses as may be necessary to give those 
who are studious and will study—and presumably we al are such— 
time to read the arguments pro and con on this measure. 

Now, although I wish to hurry no one, I would be wilting that this 
bill should be taken up next Tuesday and, if suflicien’ time should 
have intervened before the recess for all of us to become fully 
informed upon it and to make up our minds, to take the vote be- 
fore the recess; but if that cannot be done—and Senator after Sena- 
tor intimates that it cannot; that the time for discussisn will be too 
short—then I repeat what J have already said, that that fact makes 
it proper to take this bill up before the recess, to let it be debated 
for three, four, five, or six days, so that we may know the views of 
those who have carefully considered the subject, and we can con- 
sider those views, reflect upon them, examine into the correctness of 
their statements during the two or three weeks of recess, and come 
prepared at the reassembling of Congress to act intelligently upon 
the subject. 

For these considerations, Mr. President, I hope the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont will be defeated and that the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Iowa, which I understand is to make this 
bill the special order for Tuesday, will be adopted. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Mr. President, it is obvious enough that, however 
little debate there was on the question of striking silver coin from 
the statutes of the nation as one of the moneys of the world, in any 
effort made to place it back where it rightfully belongs as a money 
of this Republic and of the world, there is to be long debate, mature 
reflection, and very much argument. 

I am opposed to the amendment proposed by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Vermont to postpone debate upon this yuestion to the 7th 
I am not, with my present views, inclined to vote, when 
the recess shall be taken, to return here on the 7th of January. I 
think I should be inclined to return in a later. day in that month. 
Nor shall I be disinclined to an early day for the recess. We have 


| been here some eight or nine weeks already, and the session just ended 
ment of the Senator from Vermont for reasons, one of which has | 


has not been an idle one. Still, lam willing to stay to the last neces- 
sary day before the recess to listen to discussion upon this interesting 
subject. I doubt not I shall be benefited by it, for, brief as my ex- 
perience is in this body, I must in all candor admit that I have never 
listened to discussion here on any subject without having been bene- 
I know that it hurts no question to discuss it. The expression 


| of the various shades of opinion on any question debated here, and 
| generally in the very best of spirit and with the greatest of dignity, 


| is calculated to throw light on any subject. 


I see no reason at pre 


| ent to believe that my conclusion upon the justness and necessity of 


remwonetizing the silver dollar at the earliest practicable period as 
one of the moneys of the Republic will be either disturbed or jostled 
by debate; nor do I know that, if I had any doubts about my course 
on that subject, a short visit to my constituency in Illinois would 
materially modify them. 

I am therefore opposed to the amendment of the Senator from Ver 
mont to make this bill a special order for the 7th of January; for, as 
has been repeated several times this morning, I think it most likely 
we shall not be here on the 7th of January. I shall vote for the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Iowa to take this subject up 
on Tuesday. I know the solicitude of the Senator from Iowa about 
the subject ; I know the anxiety he has to bring it béfore the Senate 
and the country, and I participate fully with him im his wishes upon 
that matter, and I can see no harm to come from beginning the de- 
bate on Tuesday. Not that I shall have anything to say then or 
before the recess upon this subject, if indeed at any time Ishall; but, 
as I am generally a good listener and a patient sufferer and propose 
to maintain that reputation if possible, I feel it cannot possibly hurt 
this subject to open the discnssion upon it on next Tuesday. Let 
those Senators who may by that time feel themselves prepared to 
submit their views submit them, and then they will have the benefit 
of the intervening days of the recess to reflect whether they are sound 
or not, and will have another opportunity to review or to modify 
their views. We can none of us tell how much effect debate will 
have upon us. I therefore hope the Senate will vote down the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Vermont—of course I mean no 
discourtesy to that Senator—and I shall be glad if the President of 
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the Senate shall so determine that two-thirds will be necessary to | silver bill. Therefore I do not consider myself paired on the gijye, 
make it the special order for Tuesday, to see the necessary vote | bill or any question of that character. I do.not know how the Sen. 
obtained to make it the special order for that day. ator from Oregon would vote if he were here. a 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I will modify my amendment ifI| Mr. WALLACE. I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. Cameroy) 
can do so, by substituting Friday, January 11, for the day fixed. I am | is paired with the Senator from Maryland, (Mr. DENNIS. } How he 
confirmed in the opinion expressed by the Senator from Ohio, by in- would vote on this question I do not know. : 
formation from other quarters, that the Senate will not be likely to The result was announced—yeas 1%, nays 40; as follows: 
reconvene earlier than the 10thof January. Therefore I modify my YEAS—18. 


amendment by saying the 11th of January, Friday. Dewen. 


Lamar, 


Sargent 


| 

I wish to say that if any one supposes I desire to postpone this dis- euteny. Raton. McPherson, Waileish 
cussion he is mistaken. I am not at all disposed to shirk the discus- | Blaine, Hamlin, Morrill, Whyte, 
sion of this question. At the same time it seems to me that it would Burnside, Hill, Randolph, 
be for the comfort of the Senate to have the discussion at one and the | ©htstiancy, Kellogg, Rollins, 
same time, to have no break of a month or a fortnight, or whatever NAYS—40. 
the vacation may be, intervene between the front of the discussion | Allison, Ferry, Kirkwood, Patterson, 
and the rear. It strikes me that nothing will be gained by that. At ay. — = eae A Plumb, 
the same time I submit to anything that a majority of the Senate | poor, —y Slike —— 
shall be in favor of. I modify my motion by substituting Friday, | Cameron of Wis., Hereford, Maxey, Teller 
January 11. Chaffee, Howe, Merrimon, Thurman, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That may be done by unanimous con- —— ¢ Minot oa. ang Voorhes 8, 
sent, the yeas and nays having been ordered. The Chair hears no Davisof W.Va. Jonesof Florida, Osleaby, wee 
objection to the moditication being made. The question is on the | Dorsey, Jones of Nevada, Paddock, Withers 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont as moditied. A BSENT—17 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. aaa aint ABS — i 

Mr. THURMAN, (when his name was called.) Iam paired with eee Conkling eae , ao 
the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EpMUNDs,] who is confined to his . 


Bruce, 
Butler, 
Cameron of Pa., 


Conover, 
Dennis 
Edmunds, 


Kernan, 
Mec Millan, 
Saulsbury, 


house by sickness, on all political questions. I wish to explain that 
I do not consider this a political question, as parties seem to be con- 
siderably divided upon it, and I therefore vote “nay.” 

The roll-call was concluded, 

Mr. McMILLAN, (after having voted in the negative.) I voted 
“nay” upon this motion. It subsequently occurred to me that the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] who is absent is paired 
with me on this subject. I presume he would vote “yea” on this 
motion. I therefore withdraw my vote. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The vote will be withdrawn if there be 
no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. The day having been changed to the 11th of 
January, I vote “ yea.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. I paired with the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Hoar.] I did not know at that time that this question would 
come up, and there was nothing said about this. I presume he would 
vote “ yea;” I should most certainly vote “nay,” but in consequence 
of the pair and being informed by his colleague that he would vote 
“vea,” I shall decline to vote. 

Mr. THURMAN. I made the statement that I was paired with the 
Senator from Vermont on all political questions and did not consider 
this a political question and therefore voted ; butif any Senator thinks 

e that it isa question upon which I ought to be paired with him, I will 
withdraw my vote. I should like to hear from his colleague. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not think it is a political question, but I 
have no doubt about the vote of my colleague. It would be different 
from that of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. THURMAN. As it makes no difference whether I vote or not, 
as there is evidently a large majority against the amendment, I will 
let my vote stand. 

Mr. CONKLING. The other day the Senator from Missouri, not 
now here, [Mr. ARMSTRONG,] having urgent occasion te go home 
asked me to pair with him on the silver bill. His urgency was so 
great that I consented to do it. His colleague thinks that this vote 
may be subject to that pair and, therefore, to be quite safe I prefer 
to withdraw my vote. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New York may with- 
draw his vote if no objection be made. 

Mr. WHYTE. I paired with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
SPENCER] on the Eustis case, but nothing whatever was said on the 
silver question. I did not suppose it could possibly assume a party 
character, and therefore I voted. If, however, it is supposed to be a 
matter of a political character, I shall withdraw my vote. 

Mr. SARGENT and others. No; it is not. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs on the motion of the 
Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. SARGENT. 

yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is that the bill be made the 
special order for Tuesday next at one o’clock. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CONKLING, (when his name was called.) As I mentioned ly 
fore, I am paired with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Armstroy 
on the silver bill, and as this vote may be included in that pair, I de- 
cline to vote. 

Mr. McMILLAN, (when his name was called.) Iam paired wit 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] upon all questions n 
lating to the silver bill upon which we would differ. I presume lx 
would vote “nay” upon this question and I should vote “ yea” if ly 
were liere. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not know that such a vote as this was conten- 
plated between the Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] and my 
colleague, [Mr. Hoar.] The Senator from Missouri has kindly con- 
sented to remove all doubt about it and consider himself as paired. 
I say I do not know that it was coutemplated; but the Senator 
chooses very fairly and honorably to take that view of it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I say very frankly that I would not have paired 
on this question with any one had the terms of the pair been under- 
stood; but the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] spoke to me 
about pairing, ana I told him that I would furnish him a pair, deen- 
ing it immaterial whether I paired with him or procured some friend 
to pair with him. He left with that understanding, and wrote a let- 
ter to his colleague stating that there was no agreement as to the 
extent of the pair; but that we were to pair on all questions, and 
the only way we could s#ttle it would be to leave it to his colleague, 
and, as his colleague votes differently from what I would vote upon 
this question, I am willing to consider it a pair. If the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] were here, he would vote “nay” and | 
should certainly vote “yea.” My colleague [Mr. ARMSTRONG] would 
also vote “yea” if he were here. He is paired with the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. CONKLING. ] 

The result was announced—yeas 41, noes 18; as follows: 


As that requires a two-thirds vote I ask for thy 








Mr. WHYTE. Then I leave my vote stand. YEAS—4l. 
Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, during my recent illness I was paired oom, See. Eutweed, Rance, 

» Sen; » ae ees : wo : - ain sailey, Ferry, Mcwreery, Saunders, 
with the a from Mississippi, (Mr. LAMAI »] who Ww ith great | Reck, Garland, McDonald, Teller, 
courtesy and kin ness ¢ onsented to maintain the pa until my recov- 00th, Gordon, Matthews, Thurman, 
ery and reappearance in the Senate. The Senator from Colorado [ Mr. | Bruce, , Harris, Maxey, Voorhees, 
TELLER] was paired at the same time with the Senator from Oregon, ace of Wis., ee Merrimon, — 

. > 7 site Sone i a : li o i . , ‘ alive, owe, siorgan, indom, 

_— Grov ER, ] a pair being inde finite on polit ical questions. When | Goi. Ingalls, Oglesby, Withers. 
the qu stion of the Louisiana and South Carolina Senatorships came | Conover, Johnston, Paddock, 
up the Senators from Mississippi and Colorado desired to record their | Davis of Illinois, Jones of Florida, _ Patterson, 
votes, and with the concurrence of my colleague these Senators were | Pavisof W. Va., — Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 
mutually released and I was considered paired with the Senator from NAYS—I8. 
Oregon till the close of the late session. My return terminates my | Anthony, Dawes, McPherson, Sargent, 
pair with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR] and the Senator | Bayard, Eaton, Mitchell, Wadleigh, 
from Colorado [ Mr. TELLER] resumes his pair with the Senator from —,, ——, —— \ Whyte. 
fon Mr. G "ER. "make : vee ad ge a aes ea surnside, ill, Randolph, 
Jregon, rt Ar _ GROVER ] 1 make this detailed statement lest my | Christiancy, Lamar, Rollins, 
voting to-day without explanation might be misunderstood, as the . 
Senator from Oregon has not yet returned. ABSENT—16. ' 

Mr. TELLER. I should like to say, Mr. President, that my pair | A™strong, Cockrell, Geover, — 
was confined exclusively to the question of the admission of Senators | oe coakne Rallogg i, 
and purely political questions and did not refer to a case like this | Cameron of Pa., Edmunds, Kernan, Spencer. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. Two-thirds having voted therefor, the 
motion is agreed to. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills and joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles and referred as 
indicated below: -_ : . : 

The bill (H. R. No. 5) prescribing an oath of office—to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. J i ‘ 

The bill (H. R. No. 318) to repeal sections 4924, 4925, 4926, 4927, 
and 4928 of the Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. ee 5 z 

The bill (H. R. No. 1887) to extend the provisions of section 3297 
of the Revised Statutes to other institutions of learning—to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1890) to repeal section 820 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States—to the Committee on the Revision of 
the Laws. p a2 il ; . 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) relative to reservoirs to pro- 
mote the navigation of the Mississippi River—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I submit a concurrent resolution with aview 
of having it read for the information of the Senate and laid upon the 
table to be printed. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Whereas by the act entitled “‘An act to strengthen the public credit,” amueeeet 
March 18, 1869, it was provided and declared that the faith of the United States 
was thereby solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all the 
interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where the law 
authorizing the issue of such obligations had eupeesely provided that the same 
might be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold end silver; and 

Whereas all the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued by the act 
ted “ An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 
1870, by the terms of said act, were declared to be redeemable in coin of the 
n present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin ; 


ent 








and 

Whereas all bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under the act en- 
titled * An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved January 
if, Is75, are required to be of the description of bonds of the United States de 
scribed in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled “An 
authorize the refunding of the Sethvanl debt ;"’ and 

Whereas at the date of the passage of said act of Congress lastaforesaid, to wit, the 
ith day of July, 1870, the coin of the United States of standard value of that date 
included silver dollars of the weight of 4124 grains each, as declared by the act 
approved January 18, 1837, entitled ‘An act supplementary to the act entitled 
An act establishing a mint and regulating the coins of the United States,’ ” to be 
a legal tender of payment according to their nominal value for any sums what- 
ever: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring therein,) That 
ill the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued under the 
said acts of Congress hereinbefore recited, and payable, principal and interest, at 
the option of the Government of the United States, in silver dollars, of the coinage 
of the United States, containing 4124 grains each, of standard silver ; and that to 
restore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said bonds, 
principal and interest, is not in violation of the public faith, nor in derogation of 
the rights of the public creditor. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. I want that laid on the table and printed. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be taken. 
Mr. DAWES. I think the Senator means a joint resolution. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. No, sir. I mean a concurrent resolution, ex- 
actly as it states. 


ct to 


COMMITTEE ACCOMMODATIONS. 


Mr. HOWE. I offer the following resolution which affects the 
convenience of the Senate and which will not lead to any debate. 


1 ask for its present consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds be instructed to 


inquire and’report what further provision can be made in the Capitol for the use 
of the committees of the Senate. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. | 


PACIFIC RAILROAD LINES. 


Mr. CHAFFEE. I ask for the consideration of the resolution sub- 
mitted by me some time since. 
_ The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution called up by the Senator 
from Colorado will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
CHAFFEE on the 8th ultimo: 


, Whereas Congress did provide in the act of July 1, 1862, being an act entitled 
An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Mis 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the 
oo for postal, military, and other purposes;” and also by the subsequent acts of 
ouy ls64, March 3, 1869, and June 20, 1874, amendatory thereof, that ‘ said rail 
road and branches should be operated and used for all purposes of communication 
mare !, and transportation, so far as the public and Government are concerned, as 
rr fe — cted, continuous line, without any discrimination of any kind in favor of 

* Susiness of any or either of said companies, or adverse to the road or business 
of any or either of the others ;” and upon such basis and contract with the said 
allroad company and its branches did grant to the Union Pacific Railroad Com 
pany and branch companies large subsidies in bonds and lands of the United 


Sty . 2 i . . : i 
: sien, all for the pu:pose of aiding in the construction of said roads, to be oper- 
ated as aforesaid ; ane 


Whereas it is alleged that the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its 


branch companies, being the Kansas Pacific Company, the Denver Pacific Com- 
— the ¢ entral Pacific of California, the Burlington and Missouri River Com 
spo the Sioux City Branch have heretofore neglected and still do neglect and 
So operate their roads in accordance with said acts of Congress, but have 
Whe “4 operated and still do operate them in open violation of the same; and 
‘creas it is alleged that by reason of said defaults, and on account of the 


alleged to have heretofore neglected and to be still neg 
erate their roads in accordance with said acts of Congress; and whereas it is alleged 
that, by reason of said alleged defaults and on account of the same, the Govern- 
ment of the United States and the public have been and still are being damaged 
and deprived of their just and lawful rights and privileges as stipulated, defined, 
and agreed upon in said acts aforesaid. 


being damaged and deprived of their just and lawful rights and privileges, as stip- 
ulated, defined, and agreed upon in said acts aforesaid 


Therefore, 
Be it resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 


quested to inform the Senate what legal impediments, if any, exist which prevent 
him from executing said laws in aceordance with the obligations accepted and 
agreements made by said Union Pacitic Railroad Company and branches with the 
United States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforesaid. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


The pending question is on the amend- 


ment offered by the Senator from Nebraska, [Mr. SAUNDERS. ] 


Mr. CHAFFEE. I desire to amend the resolutien in the second 


recital by inserting afterthe word “ being,” the words “ asis alleged ;” 
so as to read: 


And whereas it is alleged that the said Union Pacific Railroad Company and its 


branch companies, being, as is alleged, the Kansas Pacitic Company, &c. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


That moditication will be made. 
Mr. PADDOCK. 


Some days ago I offered an amendment in the 


nature of a substitute, which I desire to have acted upon. 


The Chief Clerk read the amendment of Mr. SAUNDERS, which 


was to strike out the second and third clauses of the preamble and 
in lieu thereof to insert : 


{ 
Railroad enaate and its branches are 
ecting and refusing to Op- 


And whereas the said Union Pacific 


Mr. PADDOCK. 
by my colleague. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is, to the preamble. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Mine is a later amendment in the nature of a 
substitute for the whole subject-matter, not only the resolution of the 
Senator from Colorado, but the amendment of my colleague, which I 
did not think went quite far enough. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. The main point in the amendment I have offered 
is that it leaves out the names of the branches, which are in the 
original resolution. I have left them out purposely, as I stated to 
the Senate, in order to leave the question where I said I thought it 
properly belonged, with the courts. One of these roads particularly 
never has made any direct communication with the Union Pacific 
road, and yet it is named as one of the branches by the original 
preamble as offered by the Senator from Colorado. My object is to 
strike out that part which relates to the branches by name, leaving 
that question to be settled by the courts. I am not tenacious as to 
whether this shall be effected by the amendment that I have offered 
or by the amendment of my colleague. Either one will reach the 
same result; and therefore I shall not be particular whether it be his 
or mine, but I want the naming of the branches left out. 

Mr. PADDOCK. If my colleague will allow me, I will state that I 
should be very glad to accept his amendment in place of my own if 


I think that is the amendment which was offered 


| I knew that the first preamble in the resolution of the Senator from 
| Colorado, which recites the acts of 1869 and 1874 under which he 


claims that the Kansas Pacific, with the Denver and Cheyenne link, 
isa branch of the Union Pacific road could be amended so as that 
those acts shall not be recited, or if the preamble itself in its en- 
tirety can be stricken out. 

I do not wish, so far as I am concerned, to consent that by direction 
or indirection any resolution shall pass here which shall express the 
judgment of the Senate that the road to which I refer, the Kansas 
Pacilic with its Denver and Cheyenne connection, is such a branch to 
the Union Pacific as was contemplated by the acts of 1862 and 1864 


|} under which the contract was made, by which the Union Pacific 


Company undertook to and did construct a railroad from the one 
hundredth meridian of longitude westward to Ogden. Those acts 
authorized the construction of certain branches which should connect 
with the main line of the Union Pacific at the one hundredth merid- 
ian of longitude. With that understanding of the terms proposed by 
the Government, under that notice to the company of the conditions 
of the contract in respect to the branches, the company entered into 
the contract to build and did build the main line of the Union Pacific 
from the terminal point designated on the one hundredth meridian of 


| longitude, as I have before stated. 


The Kansas Pacific road, which was one of the branches provided 


| for, and which, together witb all the branches named in the acts re- 


ferred to, was to connect with the main line—recolleet, Senators, was 
to connect with it at the one hundredth meridian—but sleeping on 
its rights, sleeping on its opportunities, failing to reach the one hun- 
dredth meridian in time to go forward and construct the main line, 
and failing thereafter to reach that terminal point, concluded finally 
that it would not go there at all, and afterward it sought to steal a 
march on the main line and the other branches as well by going for- 
ward first with the idea of constructing an independent competing 
line through to the Pacific, and as time went on, finding that they 
could not do that determined to build to Denver, in Colorado, and 
there connecting with another road went forward and intersected 
the Union Pacific at Cheyenne, thus forming a branch which was not 
dreamed of when the original contract was made, coming into the 
main line at a point three hundred miles west ef the contract point 
of connection expressly designated for the branches. What I say is 
that if that read could be put into the category of branches anthor- 
ized by the acts of 1562 and 1564, it would be such a discrimination 


same, the Government of the United States and the public have been and still are | Not only against the main line but against the other branches author- 
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ized to connect at the one-hundredth meridian that it would abso- 
lutely ruin them all. , ; 
exist. Everybody knows who knows anything of the operating of 
railroads that a road which has three hundred miles the advantage 
in respect of the length of haul, prorating with another long road, 
can destroy utterly other competing lines which have three hundred 
miles less distance to prorate in respect to the matter of hauling. 


a level with the branches which were to con- 
original contract at the one hundredth meridian, 
d palpable injustice; and I do not hesitate to 
in this Senate Chamber that it ismy belief that the acts 
of 1569 and 1574 will not stand a moment in any court of this coun- 
try when they come to be adjudged in connection with those of 1562 
and 1864. The rigbt of the Kansas Pacific will be measured and 
detined by all the acts, including the acts of 1862 and 1864 as well as 


treat it, and put it on 
nect under the 
would be a gross al 
de« 


under the aets of 1869 and 1874, which are refused to the other roads 
authorized to be constt 
sustain them in that position. I consider it a very great piece of in- 
justice that any such theory should be advocated anywhere. I am 
in favor of an equitable rule of prorating between these companies, 
and I want the question of the legality of the claim of the Kansas 
Pacific to come in and demand a prorating privilege, to be determined 
by the courts, wher in process of adjudication. The whole 
question has been brought up betore that eminent jurist, Judge Dil- 
lon, of the lowa circuit, and ably argued by atumber of the ablest 
lawyers in the Northwest, among whom 
associate in this Chamber, Judge Wright, of lowa, took the ground 
that the Kansas Pacific had none of these prorating rights. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the question mooted by the Sen- 
ators from Nebraska is no new question to me 

Mr. PADDOCK. Before the Senator speaks to the question, I should 
be glad if my substitute could be read. 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be read 
for the information of the Senate. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment of Mr. Pappock, as follows: 

Substitute for the preamble and resolution these words 

ed that the Union Pacitic Railroad Company and its branch 


W hereas it is all 
compan.es have heretofore neglected and still do neglect and refuse to operate 
ce with the acts of Congress under which their construction 


if is now 


their reads inaccorda 
was anthorized; and 


W hereas it is alleged that by reason of said defaults, and on account of the same, 


the Government of the United States and the public have been and still are being 
damaged and deprived of their just and lawful rights and privileges as st 
defined, and agreed upon in said acts atoresaid : Ther« fore, 

B resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to iniorm the Senate what legal impediments, if ay, exist which prevent 
him from executing sakl laws in accordance with the obligations accepted and 
agreements made by said Union Pacific Railroad Company and branches with the 
United States, as stipulated and agreed upon in the several acts aforesaid 


Mr. PADDOCK. Now, if the Senator from Ohio will allow mea 
moment, I will state that this substitute is almost in terms the same 
as the resolution of the Senator from Colorado with the whole ques- 
tion of what constitutes a branch or branches left out. It demands 
all that he demands. The inquiry goes to the full extent, has the 
fullest scope of his resolution, except that nothing whatever is said 
upon the legal question of what are the branches. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 understand, Mr. President, precisely what the 
question before the Senate is, and as I said when I rose, it is no new 
question to me; for I had to consider it both in the Judiciary Com- 
mittee and in the Senate in 1874. The point is this: Is the road from 
Denver to Cheyenne a part of the Kansas Pacitic branch of the Union 
Pacific Railroad? That is the question. Now, the Senators from 
Nebraska object to this resolution, or rather to the preamble of th 
resolution of the Senator from Colorado, because they say that it 
recognizes that road from Denver to Cheyenne as a part of the Kan- 
sas Pacific branch of the Union Pacific Railroad, and they do not 
want any such recognition of it asa part of that branch. 

Mr. PADDOCK. The Senator does not apprehend my meaning, 
most certainly. I have said no such thing as that. What I say is, 
that the whole Kansas Pacitic and Denver and Cheyen:e City roads, 
together as an entirety, are not such a branch of the Union Pacific as 
was contemplated by the acts of 1862 and 1°64, under which the con- 


ipul ited, 


tract was made to build the Union Pacilic road, giving these privi- | 


leges to the branches to connect at the one hundredth meridian. 
Mr. THURMAN. 


view of the case, to which I intended to refer presently, but I may as 
well refer to it now as then, 
Union Pacific Railroad to object to, the fact that this road comes into 
the Union Pacitic at Cheyenne, west of the one hundredth meridian, 
is so much the more for the advantage of the Union Pacitic road. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Will the Senator allow me? DoI understand 
the Senator from Ohio to say that it is to the advantage of the Union 
Pacitic, that a competing line shall come in three hundred miles west 


of the point at which it was contracted and agreed it should make its 
connection with that line? 


Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir; I do. 


Mr. PADDOCK. It is simply giving away its business on three 
hundred miles of its road. 


Mr. THURMAN. Ido notcare to go into that question at all. The 
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Neither the main line nor the branches could | 


| to be considered a part of the Kansas Pacific road. 
Therefore I say, that to make the Kansas Pacitic a branch and to so | 


ected under the original acts, no court would | 


I can state that our former | 


| Railroad Company net to treat it as a branch. 


| be served upon any agent of the defendant found in the Territory 


In answer to that, I will say that is another | 


Instead of that being anything for the | 
| tfluous. 
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first question is, is the road from Cheyenne to Denver a part of + 
Kansas branch of the Union Pacific? I say that it is, and I gay gp ¢ 
the reason that Congress had a perfect right to confirm the actic 
the Kansas Pacific road in consolidating itself with the road ¢, 
Denver to Cheyenne, or in giving to that company authorized ty, 
struct the road from Denver to Cheyenne the right to construct j; 
That was a qn 
tion between the Government andthe Kansas Pacific branch alone: 
if the Government saw fit to confirm the action of that company a 
plainly has done, then it does not lie in the mouth of the Union 
cific Railroad Company or of any other railroad company to ga 
the action of the Government in the premises. 

Then in respect to the right given to it to join the Union Pa 
further west than the one hundredth meridian, that was a » 
simply for the Government to determine; to determine it in th 


| of the public interest; and it has determined it and given that le 
those of 1869 and 1874, and when it is found they are claiming rights | 


And now, sir, I say that even if upon an interpretation of the ac 
1862 or the amendment of 1864 that company would not have had 
right to demand a prorating of freights over its road, and the Kans 
Pacific road, if it were divested the benefit of that provision jy ; 
act of 1864 by a strict construction, this Congress had a right to ; 
qui re it. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Under that rule I should like to ask the Senato, 
if Congress has not the right to authorize any number of roads. ; 
peting as they would be, running a few miles south or north par 
with the main line of the Union Pacific, to connect at a point {i 
hundred miles, six hundred miles, eight hundred miles, nine hund; 
and fifty miles along the line of that road, and thus destroy its who 
and entire business? 

Mr. THURMAN. I say that under the power reserved in the ; 
of 1862 and 1864 Congress has a right to make the Union Pacific; 


|} prorate with every road that taps it, let that road be made by , 


authority you please. I say that it issimply a question of the | 
interest that is to govern us in this matter, and that if Congress say 
lit it might make it prorate with every road that connects with 
no matter by what authority such road is constructed. But this 
olution does not go that far. This resolution falls a long way s! 
of that. And the proposition of the Senator from Nebraska is rea 
that Congress shall go back upon what Congress has already don 
and declared. Could there be any language more plain than the 
viso to the act of 1874? 


p 


And itis hereby provided that for all the purposes of said act, and of the act 
amendatory thereof, the railway of the Denver Pacific Railway and Telegr 
Company shall be deemed and taken to be a part and extension of the road « 


Kansas Pacific Railroad, to the point of junction thereof with the road 


Union Pacific Railroad Company at Cheyenne, as provided in the act of Ma 
1869. 


Can there be any doubt about that? The act of 1874, which thus 
declares that that road should be considered a part of the Kansas 
branch, made it a penal offense for the officers of the Union Paci 
What does it say? 
It makes it a misdemeanor, and further it provides : 

In case of failure or refusal of the Union Pacific Railroad Company, or either of 
said branches, to comply with the requirements of this act and the acts to 
this act is amendatory, the party injured or the company aggrieved may bring 
action in the district or circuit court of the United States in the Territor 
trict, or circuit in which any portion of the road of the defendant may be siiua 
for damages on account of such failure or refusal; and, upon recovery, the} 
tiff shall be entitled to judgment for treble the amount of all excess of 
fares collected by the defendant, and for treble the amount of damages 
by the plaintiff by such failure or refus and for each and every vi 
failure to comply with the requirements of this act, a new cause of 
wise; and in case of suit in anv such Territory, district, or circuit, p 
, district, ir 
cuit in which such suit may be brought, and such service shall be by the court 
held to be and sutlicient; and itis hereby provided that for all the pt 
of id act, and of the acts amendatory thereof, the railway of the Der 
Railway and Telegraph Company shall be deemed and takon to be a part and ex 
tension of the road of the Kansas Pacitic Railroad. 


com 


There is a law highly penal in its character and which the courts 
are bound to enforce if the law is constitutional, and I should like t 
hear any argument against its constitutionality. And now we are to 
be told that on this mere resolution of inquiry we are to go back 
upon that Jaw and throw doubt upon its constitutionality. 1, forone, 
sir, am opposed to doing any such thing. All I ask is that we shall 
stand by this law, and if the courts see fit to decide that this law is 
unconstitutional then it will be time enough for us to find out som 
other remedy. But I have not the slightest idea in the world that 
any court will ever so decide. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the discussion of the merits of th's 
case upon the passage of this resolution appears to me to be super 
If I understand the Senator from Nebraska, he does not 0b- 
ject to the passage of the resolution of inquiry. 2 

Mr. PADDOCK. Not at all; I am in favor of the inquiry if It can 
be properly made. . 

Mr. INGALLS. But he is opposed to the language of the preamble 
because, as he says, it commits Congress to a declaration that the 
Denver Pacific and the Kansas Pacific are branches of the Unioa 
Pacific Railroad under the bills incorporating that company. 

Mr. PADDOCK. That is it exactly; a question now under consit- 
eration by the courts. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let me call attention to the fact that the preamble, 
as modified by the Senator from Colorado with the unanimous 00D- 








sen 





ner: 

oh whereas it is alleged that the said Union Pacitic Railroad Company and its 
. tf, companies, being, as is alleged, the Kansas Pacific Company, the Denver 

ees Company, the Central Pacific of California, the Burlington and Missouri 

Po + Company, and the Sioux City branch. 

riwerefore, the resolution having been modified so that there is no 
‘thration whatever by the Senate as to what are the branches of 

the road, it appears to me the Senator from Nebraska should consent 

« tite passage of the resolution. 

\r, PADDOCK. If the Senator from Colorado will consent to have 


+ of the Senate, makes no declaration whatever, the language | 
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jis tirst preamble eliminated from his resolution, I shall have no ob- | 


wn to it at allas he has now modified it. So far as Iam concerned, 

| desire is to get a resolution which will accommodate itself to all 
the divers opinions in reference to the legal questions involved, and 
lat the inquiry go. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. ‘ { 
passage of the resolution as offered, without the recitals of the pre- 
amble. That is to say, I want an inquiry made of the President in 
revanl to the laws as they exist and the rights of the respective 
pranches as they exist. The recitals in the preamble, as amended, 
merely allege the Kansas Pacific Railway Company to be a branch, 
onl the Denver Pacitie Company to be a branch, as the Central Pa- 
cifie Company of California, the Burlington and Missouri River Com- 
nany. and the Sioux City branch are branches, That is all. It is 
the same as the recital of the Senator from Nebraska, only changing 
the words. 

Mr. PADDOCK. 
everything. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. The Senator has omitted the first recital entirely, 
in which I quote simply the law as it stands on the statute-book. If 
he will look at it, he will see that it is a mere quotation: 








Then why not accept mine, inasmuch as it covers 


Said railroad ead branches should be operated and used for all purposes of com- 
munication, travel, and transportation so far as the public and Government are 
concerned as one connected, continuous line, without any discrimination of any 
kind in favor of the business of any or either of said companies, or adverse to the 
road or business of any or either of the others. 


It is merely a recital of the present laws. 


What I am mainly concerned for is to secure the | 


I apprehend that there | 


jsno damage done to any company by reciting in a preamble the law | 


as it stands; and I merely allege it at that. Therefore I can see no 
possible objection to this preamble and resolution as I have intro- 
duced and modified them. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President, the difference, as I understand it, 
between the substitute offered by my colleague and my amend:ient 
is that his amendment changes the language in the first part of the 
preamble, whereas my amendment left that standing as it was origin- 
ally introduced, and I proposed to amend the other two parts of the 
preamble. 
and I think after hearing the matter discussed the opposition to it 
should cease. Admitting that the ground taken by the Senator from 


I propose to accept the substitute offered by my colleague; | 


Ohio is correct, and I am willing to admit it for the sake of the argu- | 


ment, admitting that Congress has a right under certain circumstances 
to legislate on the subject of what shall be the branches and what 
shall be the main line, what objection can the Se..ator from Ohio have 
to leaving the preamble read, “the Union Pacific and its branches,” 
without naming any of them? Why does the Senator insist on nam- 
ing the branches when he himself takes the ground that the Union 
Pacific could be compelled to prorate with all other lines that may 
be connected with it? 
heretofore constructed or hereafter to be constructed. 
is correct in that, why not leave it open and speak simply of “the 
Union Pacific and its branches,” without naming them? It certainly 
would hurt nobody. If the law gives it to them they will have it. 
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If the preamble had been originally in the very language sug- 
gested by the Senators from Nebraska there ceuld have been no 
objection to it ; and the question what isa branch of the Union Pacific, 


| or whether this is a branch of it or not, would be settled by the legis- 


lation which has taken place, and notably by the act of 1874, which 
in express terms declares that itis a part of that branch and is a 
branch of the Union Pacific, and it enforces under great penalty that 
declaration. Now, when there is recited in this preamble to the reso- 
lution introduced by the Senator from Colorado just what the law 
has declared before, and a motion is made to strike it out on the 
ground that the law of 1874 is unconstitutional and would be held 
by the courts to be void, I, who do not believe that it is unconstitu- 
tional, am not in favor of striking it out and thereby lending aid, by 
implication or otherwise, to the argument of those who insist that 
the act ought to be treated by the courts as null and void. That is 
the reason why I do not think it ought to be stricken out. 

Since I am upon this subject, let me tell the Senate that unless the 
Government forces the Union Pacific road to prorate with the Kan- 
sas Pacific road and treat it fairly, as the acts of 1862 and 1864 and 
the subsequent laws require, you will never get one dollar of the 
money that is due to you by the Kansas Pacifie road, for that road 
cannot earn the money to pay its debt to the Government unless you 
compel the Union Pacific road to do it justice. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. If the Senator puts it on the ground of dollars 
and cents, and not on the ground of justice, then I must yield the 
question. Iam very sure that if you put it on the ground that the 
money should come through the Government to pay the debts of that 
line of road because it is not able to do it, as we have been told 
here in this discussion it has gone into bankruptcy and is not able to 
pay its debts, I must yield the question at once. But here is the point 
in this matter: the Senate seems disposed to name these branches for 
the purpose, as I conceive, of putting in something that may be taken 
advantage of in the courts. Now, if this case were brought up in 
court to-morrow after this action of the Senate, if we name these 
branches, it would be stated in the court that the Senate of the United 
States had recognized this Denver road as a branch by a resolution. 
It isnolaw. We are not trying to pass a law here to-day, but we 
should be committing ourselves by naming these as branches, whether 
they are branches or not. I say, if you were to go into the courts 
to-morrow with this question, they would contend at once, “ the Sen- 
ate of the United States so recognized it, or else why did they put it 
into their resolution?” That is the object we have in leaving it out. 
We are not antagonizing the interests of that road; we are not pro- 
fessing here to decide the legal question involved by saying that the 
road is or is not entitled to prorate with the Union Pacific, but we do 
say that question should be left for the courts to settle under the laws 
which have been passed, under which the road has been built, and 
under which it has made its connection, if it has made any connec- 
tion at all. Many of us are of opinion that that road never made 
any legal connection. Therefore we want it left in thatshape. We 
only ask in this matter just to place it on the ground that the Sena- 


| tor from Ohio himself says would be a legal ground, which is that 


If the Senator is correct in his premises this language would cover | 


everything that he wants covered ; it would cover all the branches 
that are named, and more, too, if they had rights. Certainly I ean- 
not see why Senators should insist on naming these branches. Why 
not say “the Union Pacific and its branches,” and let the court decide 
what are the branches? That is all we ask in this matter. 


I am | 


willing to take the substitute in the place of the amendment which | 


a and with that preamble I am willing to vote for the resolu- 
10n. 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not think it necessary to say another word 
on this subject. Indeed I did not expect to say what I have already 
said upon the subject, but I must answer the inquiry very pertinently 
put by the Senator from Nebraska, [Mr. SAUNDERS.] If the resolu- 
Hon as originally introduced had been in the language suggested by 
the Senator from Nebraska, I should not have moved to amend it, 
but I would have let it go, because these statutes, taking them all 
together, very well show what are the branches of that road. But 
as the Senator from Colorado who introduced the resolution specific- 
ally mentioned the road from Denver to Cheyenne, and as the Sena- 
tors antagonized that statement in the preamble upon the ground 
that it is questionable whether that is part of the Kansas Pacific 
and whether it is a branch of the Union Pacific, they by antagoniz- 
ng raised the question whether it is or not. I say that question 
—e heretofore decided, and I am not in favor of doing anything 


= would shake the decision at which Congress has errived on 
tsubject. That is the reason. 





Vil——_4 


| 


the Union Pacific shall prorate with its branches, whatever those 
branches may be. For that reason it does seem to me that the Sen- 
ator from Colorado could very consistently accept the substitute for 
the preamble offered by my colleague, and thus end this question. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon the resolution of- 


| fered by the Senator from Colorado, [ Mr. CHAFFEE. } 
The Senator says the law applies to all lines | 


If the Senator | 


The resolution was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question now is upon the amend- 
ment to the preamble offered by the Senator from Nebraska, [ Mr. 
PADDOCK. ] 

The amendment to the preamble was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question now is upon the preamble 
offered by the Senator from Colorado, as modified. 

The preamble was agreed to. 


PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. INGALLS. I move that when the Senate adjourns to-day it 
be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I hope not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Kansas, [Mr. INGALLS. ] 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS subsequently said: I merely desire to say that when 
I made the motion for the adjournment of the Senate until Monday 
I had forgotten that the Senator from Oregon [Mr. MITCHELL] gave 
notice that he intended to address the Senate to-morrow. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Several Executive messages were received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. O. L. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After two hours and thirty min- 
utes spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and fat five 
o’clock and five minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THurRsDAY. December 6, 1877. 


ve o'clock m. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


Wis 


read and approved. 


tN PACIFIC RAILROAD, 


animous consent to present a short peti- 
Railroad Company for extension of time 
lete the road, and that the body of the petition be 


| that the petition be referred to the Com- 


rihe 


nad it was so ordered. 


in Conqress assembled 


‘acific Railroad Company respectfully showeth 
cor ipl tion of your petitioner s 
A. D. 1879, and that all the con 


ve, to the present time, been per 


i May 31, 1870, the 
Lin the con 


fort} 
vas forthwitl 


company was 
truction and equip 
I commenced, and was 
financial disasters of 1873 caused a temporary 


ress, approve 
tga toa 


ructio 


ay the interest due on its bonds, January 1, 
ul in April, 1875, the ders instituted 
uge, and all the railroad, property, rights, 
company uding the franchise 
ecree of and } ased by a com 
ders of said bonds, in pursuance of the plan of 
wolders; the sale and veyances to the com 
and the holder m than nine-tenths of 
nged them for the preferred stock of the new or 
instance of dissent on the part of any bondholder 
money made the property have become its owners, and have 
rporators by the election of a board of directors, and have been 
put into complete ] ym by the reciever appointed by the court 
That since said reor ition, and in the present year, 1877, your petitioner has 
constructed, equipped, and completed in all respects as required by law, more than 
thirty miles of its branch road in Washington Territory, and has commenced the 
work of « the main line west of Bismarck, in Dakota Territory, and 
the same in progress ; and it is the intention of your petitioner to proceed 
with said work as rapidly as a prudent use of means will permit, and to construct, 
equip and complete the entire road and branch within such reascnable and sutti- 
cient time as Congress shall specify for that purpose 
ration of the premises your petitioner prays that your honorable bod 
s will be pleased to pass the bill introduced at the first session of the Forty-fifth 
Congress, being House bill No. 1159, extending the time for the completion of the 
Northern Pacitic Railroad 
And your petitioner will ever pray, &c 
By « ot the Board of Directors 
[SEAL Cc 
P 


to be a 
toreclosure ire 
con 
s of re 
ve excel 
nd thus they who 
organized as the cx 


can 


onstruction of 


is now 


In consicde 


B. WRIGHT, 
esident of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 


SAMUEL WILKESON 


Secretar of tl North 


ern Pacific Railroad C mpany. 


CUBAN INDEPENDENCE, 


Mr. JOYCE. 


I ask unanimous consent to offer the following reso- 
lution : 


long held under the iron despotism of Spain, de- 
and political rights, and crushed down by a tyranny unparal- 
leled and a barbarism unprecedented, did, in 1868, set up the standard of revolution, 
and ata convention held in that year, at Yarain the Island of Cuba, did frame 
und adopt tution of rnment, in which it was declared that “all the 

abitants of the republic of Cuba are absolutely free,” and under the provisions 
of which constitution the island was divided into four separate departments or states, 
and officers were elected to put the machinery of the government in operation ; and 

Whereas from that time down to the present the patriots have maintained a mil- 
itary force in the field sufficient to hold possession of three of said departments 

r states, comprising three-fourths of the territory end two-thirds of Rouen 
tion of the island, against the military power of Spain, showing conclusively the 
reproductive and ever-growing force of the patriots, and establishing beyond 
’ ¢ invincible power and strength of the revolution; and 
s in this struggle for liberty and equal rights thelivesof more than fifty 
uban patrio s have been * immolated tothe fury of afailing despotism,” 
hundred thousand men is the barren sacrifice which Spain has 
I r mad and ineffectual attempts to fetter the souls of men and crush 
mut the spiritof freedom and self-government in that island; and 

Whereas this war between Spain and her colony has been characterized, on her 
part, by a spirit of blood-thirsty revenge, not only toward the Cubans, but also 
those whom she has suspected to be in sympathy with them, leading to acts of out- 
rage and barbarous cruelty which have shocked humanity and aroused the just in 
dignation of the whole civilized world: and 7 

Whereas it is alleged that the commander-in-chief of the Spanish forces in Cuba, 
under date of November 1, 1877, in the very refinement of cruelty and in open and 
wicked viclation of every rule and principle of civilized warfare, issued an order to 
the commanders of columns requiring them “ to shoot all prisoners of war whoever 
they might be, making it appear in their reports as theash they had been killed in 
battle ;"" which monstrocs and bloody order is a disgrace tothe government he repre- 
sents, isa gross violation of the spirit of the age, and all Christian nations, and 
more especially the United States, should, in the name ot humanity, protest against 
the enforcement of such an infamous decree and interfere in behalf of a people 
struggling for their independence: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer 
tca in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be, and hereby 
is, authorized and instructed to declare and maintain a strictly impartial neutra)- 
ity on the part of the Government of the United States in the contest now existing 
between the people of Cuba and the government of the kingdom of Spain. = 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That all provisions of the statute approved 2th 
of April, 1818, entitled “An act in addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and to repeal the acts therein mentioned,” shall 


Whereas the people of Cuba 
ed of their feral 


a consti 


two 


pinh 
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be construed to apply equally to each of the parties in the existing contest | 
the people of Cuba and the government of Spain. 
Sec. 3. That the President is hereby authorized and requésted to remonat 


t 
et Wheen 


against the barbarous manner in whic h the war in Cuba has been or is being 

ducted, and, if he shall deem it expedient, to solicit the co operation of oth ; 

ernments in such measures as he may deem necessary to secure from both cont 
| 


ing parties an observance of the laws of war recognized by all civilized nation 


Mr. HALE. I object to the consideration of that resolution, 


POST-OFFICE BUILDING, SAN FRANCISCO, 

Mr. DAVIS, of California. I ask unanimous consent to present at 
this time a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the City of Sap 
Francisco respecting a new post-office building in that city, [ gs, 
that it be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 
and, as it is short, that it also be printed in the Recorp. : 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

The memorial is as follows: 


CHAMBER OP Comm 
San Francisco, November 14. ix: 


Ata meeting held this day the following preamble and resolutions were wnayj. 
mously adopted i 

Whereas the building now occupied as the United States post-office in this; 
is entirely unsuited for such a and imadequate to meet the growing py 
quirements of the postal service o the city, State, and coast: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That our Senators and Kepresentatives in Congress be, and ar 
hereby, requested to use their best endeavors to obtain the passage of such laws as 
may be necessary to secure appropriations for procuring or erecting a suitable 
building for post-office purposes on such a site in this city as will be most cop 
venient and accessible to the mass of our citizens and business people. 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions, properly attested, be forwarded to 
each of our Senators and Representatives at Washington. 

Witness our hands and the seal of the chamber, this 14th day of November 
D. 1877. 

(SEAL. | 

HENRYAMRL, Secretary. 


A. 
I. FRIEDLANDER, President 


PUBLIC 


Mr. OLIVER. I ask consent to offer for consideration at this time 
the preamble and resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


LANDS, 


Whereas it is alleged that the Department of the Interior, under erroneons con 
struction of law, has certified and conveyed to several railroad corporations and to 
States for their benefit large quantities of the public domain never granted to 
them: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committce on Public Lands be directed to inquire whether 
such isthe fact; and, if so, what amount of land and what Senile have been 80 
erroneously certified and conveyed, and to or for what corporation or corporations 
and what legislation or proceedings may be necessary or advisable to assert the 
title of the United States thereto and to protect bona Ade settlers thereon and, if 
need be, to recover the value thereof ; with leave to report by bill or otherwis« 


Mr. MORRISON. I have no objection to that resolution being 
received and referred to the Committee on Public Lands, but I do 
object to its being acted upon by the House at this time. 

Mr. OLIVER. I hope the gentleman will not object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman does object. 

Mr. OLIVER. Then I ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

[here being no objection, the resolution was received and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


OSAGE INDIAN TRUST LANDs. 

Mr. RYAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1905) for the relief of actual settlers upon Osage Indian trust and 
diminished-reserve lands in the State of Kansas, and to provide for 
the sale of the unoccupied portion of said lands lying east of the sixth 
meridian; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC RECORDS. 


Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1906) to aid in the protection of the public records and property 
against loss and damage by fire; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF OHIO, MISSISSIPPI, AND MISSOURI RIVERS. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1907) for the improvement of the Ohio, Mississippi, and Mis- 
souri Rivers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


CLERK OF COMMITTEE OF TERRITORIAL DELEGATES. 

Mr. MAGINNIS, by unanimous consent and by request of the ter- 
ritorial Delegates, submitted the following resolution; which was 
read and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the committee of territorial Delegates be allowed a clerk dur.ng 
the regular session of Congress. 

PANCOAST LOOSE, OR HARRY TREVOR. 

Mr. REILLY, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 62) appropriating $200 to defray expenses of transferring 
the remains of Pancoast Loose, a deceased soldier, &c.; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The joint resolution directs the Secretary of the Treasury to py 
out of any money not otherwise appropriated, upon the requisition 
and under the direction of the Secretary of War, the sum of $200, of 
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ach thereof a8 may be necessary, for the purpose of defraying 
8 Tae pepses of transferring the remains of Pancoast Loose, alias 
the ever who was a soldier in Company L, Second Regiment of 
Harry United States Army, and who lately died from injuries 
attle with hostile Indians, from Virginia City, Montana, 
mains are interred, to the home of his parents in Penn- 


Cavalry, | 
rece ived in b 
where said re 
sylvabla. - : 
oT a joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
sand it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
“Mr. REILLY moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
. ‘olution Was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 
he latter motion was agreed to. 
CUBAN INDEPENDENCE. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask unanimous consent to submit for adoption at 
this time a resolution of inquiry, which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
"The Clerk began the reading of the resolution, but before conclud- 


t 


ELLSWORTH said: That is another long resolution. I object 
, Mr. BLAIR. It is merely a resolution of inquiry. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. It is as long as the other one. 
Mr. BLAIR. The other was altogether a different resolution ; this 
merely a resolution of inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object to hearing the resolu- 
tion read? He will not lose his right to object after it has been read, 
should he desire to do so. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I will not object to its being read. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the resolution, 
which is as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be instructed to inquire into 
nd report to the House the true condition of the insurrection against the Spanish 
authority in the Island of Cuba, with a statement of the origin and causes of the 
came. and of the events which have marked its progress, the losses and sacrifices 
of the parties, the effect of the struggle upon their present and prospective inter 
ests, as Well as the interests of the United States, and the probable continuance 
nd result of the war, so far as the same can be ascertained and inferred in the 
idgment of the committee from available sources of information 
* The committee is also instructed to report to the House what further friendly 
measures, if avy, in its judgment should be taken by this Government calculated 
secure the early restoration of peace and the establishment of liberal govern. 
ment in Cuba, and whether or not, such measures failing or being declined like 
previous tenders of friendly offices on our part by Spain, belligerent rights should 
be accorded to the Cubans or their independence recognized by the United States, 
to the end that their struggle for liberty may be more speedily successful. 
committee is also instructed to ascertain and report to the House whether the 
punish government has fulfilled its obligations and pledges to other nations, espe- 
cially tothe United States, to abolish slavery on the Island of Cuba, and to extirpate 
the cooly and African slave trade therein, and whether the United States have hith- 
rto fulfilled and are now discharging by their existing policy toward the Cubans, 
w for nine years waging successtul war with Spain, the obligations of one free 
nation toward another and contiguous people endeavoring to become so, and whose 
fate, intimately concerning our own interests as a nation, is also, by reason of the 
alleged extraordinary cruelties of the contest, rendered a subject of grave anxiety 
to all who recognize the rules of civilized warfare and the ties of human nature. 
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And the committee is anthorized to send for persons and papers if found to be | 


necessary in their investigation. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH and Mr. HALE objected to the resolution. 

Mr. BLAIR. It is merely a resolution of inquiry. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. It is too important a resolution to be acted 
upon now. 

The SPEAKER. 


the House. 
SEIZURE OF LUMBER BY INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. HOOKER. I desire unanimous consent to offer a petition for 


reference to the Committee on the Judiciary, and also a resolution on 
the same subject. 

The memorial (without the names) was read, as follows: 

To the Congress of the United States of America: 

We, your petitioners, citizens of the States of Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, 
and masters of ships now in this port, desire to call your attention to the unwar- 
ranted interference with our business by the agents of the Interior Department 
in the legal seizure of our lumber, logs and timber, thereby putting a stop to all 
usiness in this section, and bringing some of us to the verge of starvation. We 
claim to be innocent of any crime against the General Government, and we state 
that we do not believe that one-tenth of the logs and timber that come to this 
market are cut from the lands of the United States, yet all are seized wherever 
found by the agents of the Government. . 

We appeal to your honorable body to pass a law for our relief, and we pray that 


you may cause to be sent to this section a commission of intelligent men te fully in- 
vestigate the situation here. G 


Mr, He JOKER. I now ask for the reading of the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
oil, 1 hat the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom the petition of citizens on 
the Ie — ae in reference to seizure of logs and lumber by agents of 
ineuien tans ete 14s been referred, be, and they are hereby, instructed to 
contativ bto the propriety of appointing a special committee of the Houso of Repre- 
oma to inguire into the circumstances of the wholesale seizure of private 
vod all ny said agents, with power to call for all pa ers, instructions to agents, 
Sean bere spenaance and reports on this subject to the Secretary of the Interior, 
Secretary of the Treasury, anc Attorney-General. 


Mr. ATKINS, I object. 
SOUTHERN CLAIMS COMMISSION. 


— SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House the 
uieol general report of the commissioners of claims; which was 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


Objection being made, the resolution is not before 





dissenting report. 


Mr. EDEN. Iask that the summary which accompanies this re- 


ort, in the cases of David R. Dillon and the estate of Barry Hayes, 
ye printed in full. 


There being no objection, it was ordered aecordingly. 
W. R. BOICE. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a copy of papers in 
relation to the claim of W. R. Boice, of Kentucky; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims. 


MILITARY RESERVATION, HARTSUFF, NEBRASKA. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting papers in relation 
to certain settlers within the military reservation of Hartsuff, Ne- 
braska; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


RENT OF BUILDING OCCUPIED BY INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, relative to the rent of the 
building on the northeast corner of Eighth and G streets, Washing- 
ton City, occupied by the Interior Department; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 


ACCOUNTS OF FIRST COMPTROLLER. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


a letter from the Treasurer of the United States, transmitting copies 
of accounts rendered to and settled with the First Comptroller for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, and a quarterly account with the 
United States; which was referred to the Committee on Expendi- 
tures in the Treasury Department. 


LEAVE ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. MACKEY 


Ol 


for one week, on account of business. 


NAVIGATION RED RIVER. 
Mr. ELLIS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1908) 


OF 


appropriating money to open and keep unobstructed the navigation 
of the Red River, and to take care of property of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


COLORADO CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I rise to makea privileged report. Iam 


instructed by the Committee of Elections to present a report in the 
contested-election case of Belford vs. Patterson, from the State of Colo- 
rado. 
and that the report be ordered to be printed. 
expect to call this case up for debate and action on next Tuesday, 
after the morning hour. 


I ask that the resolution accompanying the report be read, 
I give notice that I 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That Thomas M. Patterson is entitled to a seat in this House as the 


Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the State of Colorado 


Mr. WAIT. On behalf of a minority of the committee, consisting 


of three members, I ask leave to present and have printed their views 
in writing. 


I ask that the resolution recommended by them be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That Hon. James B. Belford is the duly elected Representative in the 


Forty-fifth Congress from the State of Colorado, and that he be sworn in as such 
Representative. 


Mr. COX, of Ohio. I also ask leave to submit and have printed a 
I ask that the accompanying resolution be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That no valid election has as yet been held in Colorado for Representa- 


tive in the Forty-tifth Congress. 


The SPEAKER. These several reports and the accompanying res- 


olutions will be printed. 


CLEVELAND POST-OFFICE 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. 


BUILDING. 
I ask unanimous consent to offer the 


following resolution for adoption at this time. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish this House 


plans and specifications for the enlargement and repairs of the post-office, revenue, 
and United States court buildings at Cleveland, Ohio, with the estimated cost of the 
work, 


Mr. EDEN. I should like to ask the gentleman a question before 


that resolution is adopted, and that is, whether this building is in 
process of construction under any law? 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. There is a building there, and this is 


for its enlargement and for repairs. 


Mr. CLYMER. 


Let it go to the committee. 
Mr. EDEN. 


I do not object if the resolution be referred to the 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. 
Mr. BUTLER. 
The SPEAKER. 


It asks for no appropriation. 
I demand the regular order of business. 
The resolution is objected to, and it is not before 


the House. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I hope the gentleman from Massachusetts will 


withdraw his demand for the regular order so I may call up from the 
Speaker’s table for reference a Senate bill now lying there. 


Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw the demand for the regular order. 
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| 
Mr. SINGLETON, by unanimous consent, moved to take from the | 


Speaker's table a bill (S. No. 192) providing for the printing and dis- | with an adverse recommendation, the petition of Nannic Sper 


tribution of the Biennial Register, and that it be referred to the 


Committee on Printing ’ 
[The motion was agreed to, and the bill was taken up, read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee on Printing. 
GOVERNMENT LOT, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLANT. 
On motion of Mr. EAMES, by unanimous consent, a bill (S. No. 220) | 
toa © the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase a lot of land 


for the use of the Government, in Providence, Rhode Island, was 


taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred ‘o the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
The SPEAKER. The two bills which are taken from the Speak- 


DECEMBER 6 


—— 


, 


NANNIE SPENCER, 
Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 


administratrix of Warren Favor, and moved that the same |, Taig 
upon the table, and that the accompanying report be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CATIIARINE AND SOPHIA GERMAIN, 


Mr. SCALES, from the Committtee on Indian Affairs, repoy;, 
back, with the recommendation that it do pass, a bill (H.R. No. 1679 


| forthe relief of Catharine and Sophia Germain. 


er’s table are referred, not to be brought back by motion to recon- | 


THOMAS P. MITCHELL 


Mr. TUCKER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1900) for the reliet of Thomas P. Mitchell; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and or- | 
dered to be prin ad. 


SALE OF INTOXICATING SPIRITS. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1910) to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol 
building of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF CHEBOYGAN HARBOR, 


Mr. ELLSWORTH also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H.R. No. 1911) for the improvement of the harbor of Cheboygan, in 
the county of Cheboygan, in the State of Michigan ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


LIGHT-HOUSE AT THUNDER BAY RIVER. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H.R. No. 1912) to provide for the construction of a light-house at 
the mouth of Thunder Bay River, at Alpena, Michigan; which was 
read a first an second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed, 

ANN HENSLEY. 
ir. VANCE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


1913) to amend an act granting a pension to Ann Hensley ; which 
was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Inva- 


lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 


STEPHEN M. HONEYCUTT. 
Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1914) for the relief of Stephen M. Honeycutt; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed, 


HIRAM R. RHEA,. 

Mr. VANCE also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1915) for the relief of Hiram R. Rhea; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. : 

JAMES A. BATES. 

Mr. WAIT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1916) for the relief of James A. Bates; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. : 

PERRY P. WILSON, 

Mr. WAIT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1917) for the relief of Perry P. Wilson, postmaster at Putnam, 
Connecticut; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
rhe SPEAKER. These references by unanimous consent are made 
not to be bronght back by motion to reconsider. 


MORNING HOUR, 
Mr. BUTLER. 


I now insist on my demand for the regnlaur order 
The SPEAKER 


The regular order being demanded, the morning 


The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Interior to, 
serve from that portion of annuities due or to become due to (} 
enne Indians the sum of $2,500 for Catharine Germain, aged eight, 
years, and $2,500 for Sophia Germain, aged thirteen years, two wh; 
children, who were captured in Kansas by said Cheyenne Indiqys 


| while en route from Georgia to Colorado, and cause the same ¢ 


the rate of 5 percent. per annum, and use from time to time t} 


| 


placed to the credit of the said Catharine and Sophia Germai; 
the books of the Treasury of the United States, to bear interes; 





come from the same in such manner as he may deem expedient fo; 


| their maint enance, education, and support until they attain the ag 
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twenty-one years, when the principal and all unexpended interes: 
shall be paid to them. The bill further provides that if either s 
Catharine Germain or Sophia Germain should die without issu 
whole sum due the decedent shall revert to the survivor; and show\d 
both die without issue the whole sum shall revert to the Uni 
States; but if either said Catharine Germain or Sophia Germ 
both, have lawful issue, then at the death of either parent the amount 
due to her in her own right, or which she may have inherited, sha} 
become the inheritance of her own issue. 

Mr. SCALES. IL ask that the bill be now put upon its passage. Jf 
gentlemen had listened to the reading of it they would have found 
that it explains itself. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I raise the point of order that this bill should go 
to the Private Calendar and take its place there with other privat 
bills. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the bill does not ap- 
propriate money from the Treasury, but directs the Secretary of thy 
Interior to reserve certain moneys already appropriated. 

Mr. SCALES. Yes, sir; out of the Indian fund. 

Mr. PRICE. I wish to ask the gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. SCALES] a question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North Carolina is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. SCALES. I will state for the information of the House that 
1874 a family proceeding to Colorado Territory passed through Kansas 
They were attacked by the Cheyenne Indians, who massacred tli 
father, mother, and several of the children, and captured four of thy 
children. This was in the latter part of 1874. Twoof these children 
were recovered by the Government at that time and the Government 
appropriated $5,000, $2,500 each, to these children that had been! 
covered, Since that time two other children have been recovered. 
At the last session of Congress a bill was reported from the Commit 
tee on Indian Affairs by Mr. Seelye, and passed this House, to give 
the other two orphan children the same amount as to the two firs! 
recovered, $2,500 each, to be disposed of at the discretion of the 
retary of the Interior. That bill passed the House, went to the Senate, 
passed the Senate, but failed because the President did not heve tim 
to sign it. 

I ask the House to pass this bill now, because these children an 
a very destitute condition. They ought to have had this long ag 
The bill makes no appropriaticn out of the Treasury, but requires 
the Secretary of the Interior to reserve out of annuities due the 














| Cheyennes $5,000, to be paid to these orphan children, now so destitut 


I ask that under the eircumstances the bill be put upon its passige. 
It has already passed both Houses and is similar to a bill whici 
passed twelve months ago for the other children. ; 

Mr. PRICE. When I rose a short time ago I was going to a 
gentleman for information, which I have substantially got from us 
statement of the case. : 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; an 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passe’ 

Mr. SCALES moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 





| passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on (! 


hour begins at fifteen minutes to one o’clock, and reports are still in 


order from the Committee of Accounts. 


The call of committees having reached the Committee on Banking 
and Currency withont any reports being made, 


Mr. BUTLER said: As there are no committees ready to report, | 


I move that the House do now adjourn, and pending that I move that 
when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday. 
The SPEAKER. The call of committees has not yet been com- 


Neted. The Chair will entertain the motion of the gentleman from | 


Massachusetts at the end of the call, or he will entertain it now if the | ther consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the ( 


gentleman insists. 


Mr. BUTLER. I am informed that there is a committee which is 
ready to report and I withdraw the motion. 


\ 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


JAMES WIER GRAYDON. 


Mr. BANNING, from the Committee on Military Affairs, repor'e’ 
back the bill (H. R. No. 1252) to authorize the President to place "2 
name of James Wier Graydon, United States Navy, on the lieatet- 
ants’ list in such place as to make his date and rank correspond with 
the date of his enlistment in the Volunteer Army of the Unitee 
States ; and moved that the committee be discharged from the 4 

om: 
mittee on Naval Affairs, not to be brought back on a motion © 
reconsider. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 
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AMENDMENT OF MILITIA LAWS. 


Mr. BANNING also, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
rted back the bill (H. R. No. 1152) amending section 1661, title 16, 
Oth Militia,” of the Revised Statutes of the United States; and 
ved that the committee be discharged from the further considera- 
1 a the same, and that it be referred to the Committee on the 
Mi tie not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 
” The motion was agreed to, 


I 


FRANCIS B,. THOMPSON, 


with an adverse recommendation the petition of Surgeon Francis B. 
Thompson, late of the Vifty-sixth Illinois Volunteers, for compensa- 
‘ion; and the same was laid upon the table, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

W. W. BURNS. 

Mr. STRAIT also, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back the petition of W.W. Burns for pay for tents of the Sibley patent, 
and moved that the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same, and that it be referred to the Committee of 
Claims, not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JOHN PULFORD. 

Mr. STRAIT also, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1104) 
for the relief of John Pulford. 

The bill was read. Itexcepts and relieves John Pulford, who was, 
on December 15, 1870, duly retired from the active service and placed 
upon the list of retired officers of the United States Army, with 
the full rank of colonel, on account of wounds received in battle 
while performing the duties of colonel in command of his regiment, 
from the operation of the act of Congress entitled ‘An act for the 
relief of General Samuel W. Crawford, and to fix the rank and pay 
of retired officers of the Army,” approved March 3, 1875, solely be- 
cause the injuries received by him in battle are more severe, danger- 
ous, and disabling, and more fully incapacitate and disqualify him 
for any service than the loss of an arm or leg, or the permanent dis- 
ability of an arm or leg by resection, and restores him upon the list 
of retired officers of the Army to the full rank of colonel, held by him 
from the date of his retirement up to March 3, 1875, and provides 
that he shal] hereafter hold and receive the rank and pay of colonel 
upon the list of the retired officers of the Army. 

Mr. STRAIT. I ask that the bill be now put upon its passage. 

Mr. POTTER. Is the bil! a unanimous report ? 

Mr. STRAIT. It is the unanimous report of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Is there a written report ? 

Mr. STRAIT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let it be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
1104) for the relief of John Pulford, have carefully examined and report the same 
back to the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 

This bill is intended to restore John Pulford to the rank held by him in the 
United States Army prior to the operation of the act of Congress entitled “An act 
for the relief of General Samuel Crawford, and to fix the rank and pay ofthe retired 
officers of the Army.” . 

The application of Pulford for relief comes through the regular military channels. 

Your committee addressed a letterof inquiry to the Secretary of War, and through 
him received the following reply from the Adjutant-General, to wit: 


** ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
* January 29, 1877. 

‘Sin: Referring tothe request of the Military Committee, dated the 24th instant, 
for copy of the roceedings of the retiring board, &c., in the case of Lientenant- 
Colonel John Pulford, retired, I havethe honor to submit the following report from 
the records, touching the military services and retirement of the officer named : 

John Pulford entered the service as first lieutenant Fifth Michigan Volunteers 
August 28, 1s61,and was promoted in that regiment captain May 15, 1862; major, 
January 1, 1863; lientenant-colonel, May 3, 1863; and colonel, July 12, 1864. He was 
mustered out as colonel July 5, 1865. He was brevetted brigadie1 -general of volun 
teers March 13, 1865, for good conduct and meritorious services during the war. He 
Was appointed second lieutenant Nineteenth U: ited States Infantry February 23, 
1866, and promoted first lieutenant same date; was transferred to the Twenty-third 
Infantry September 21, 1866, and left unassigned in the consolidation of the Army in 
ar , - March, 1869, he applied for retirement, in consequence of wounds re- 
Mons = . 7 of Malvern Hill, July 1, 1862, and the battle of the Wilderness, 
ea 64. He was ordered before the retiring board in New York City in Novem 

, 1870, and. in accordance with the finding of the board, was retired December 15, 


a on the full rai. and pay of colonel, under section 32 of the act of July 28 


on Tie extract from the proceedings of the retiring board, embracing the testi- 
satan af on medical officers and the finding of the board, is annexed hereto. The 
eutaes Lo disabling wounds, time received, and tho rank and command held by 
_ — olonel Pulford on both oecasions are set forth in the finding of the 
— he records of the Fifth Michigan Volunteers show that, in addition to 
Severe wounds for which he was retired, Lieutenant-Colonel Pulford was also 


wounded at Gettysbur, th, Pe piv ‘C 
4 \ . 1 A, < r, 1863: ‘¢ : . vere 
right hoon ey” Z nsylvania, July, 1863 ontusion of thigh, severe ; 


mo Eee 
aia Tetirement with the rank of colonel was in consequence of his receiving a 
ae pand May 5, 1864, when in command of a regiment; and under the 
—, pa 2 of the act of March 3, 1875, he was reduced to the rank ot 
“colonel, which was the actual rank he held ia the volunteers on the date 


“Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
“Assistant Adjutant-G-neral.” 








| 
| 
| 


| 
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The papers accompanying the foregoing letter, and therein referred to, are as 
follows, to wit: 


“ Proceedings of the Army retiring board, convened at the Army buildings, in the city 
of New York. 
* * * * * * * 
“New York Crry, November 21, 1870—11 o'clock a. m, 
" The retiring board met * pursuant to adjournment. 

« * * ‘ ® * 
_ ‘The board, having concluded some other business, then preceeded to carefully 
investigate and determine the facts as to the nature and occasion of any disability 
to perform active military service, and the duties of his oflice, of First Lieutenant 


, il naa | John Pulford, United States Infantry, unassigned, who thereupon came before the 
Mr. STRAIT, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back | 


board. 
* * * * * * * 
“Surgeon John Moore, of the board, was then duly sworn as a witness, and testi 
fied as follows: P 
* Question by the board. Please give an account of your physical examination 
Lievtenant Pulford. , 
“ Answer. I have, with Lieutenant-Colonel Sutherland, examined this officer, 
and we find as follows: 
‘* Surgeon Moore then read to the board, as his answer, the joint report which is 
hereto appended as part of these proceedings, and marked as Exhibit I. 
“ Question by the board. To which of the two wounds is the incapacity due ? 
“ Answer. I think either injury would have disqualified him for service. The 
convulsions appear to have followed on the first injury, which fractured the skull. 
** Question by the board. From the effects of which wound does he now sutfer 
the most? 
* Answer. He probably suffers the most now from the rifle-shot, passing through 
the neck and damaging the protection of the spinal cord. 
x . * * 


* 


f 
or 


te * 

“Assistant Medical Parveyor Charles Sutherland, of the board, was then duly 
sworn as & witness in this case, and testitied as follows: 

“Question by the board. Do you or not concur in the answersjust made by Surgeon 
Moore, and, if not, wherein not? 

“Answer. I concur. 


* * * . * * * 


“The board was then cleared, ‘and after careful investigation and mature delib 
eration, reports as its jadgment that First Lieutenant John Pulford, United States 
Infantry, unassigned, is incapacitated for active service, and that said incapacity 
is due to wounds received in battle, namely 

“* First, toa wound from a spent six-pound round shot, which fractured the tem - 
poral bone of the skull and broke his collar-bone and lower jaw, causing epileptic 
convulsions, which wound was received at the battle of Malvern Hill, Virginia, 
July 1, 1862, while a captain of the Fifth Regiment Michigan Volunteer Infantry, 
and in command of Company A of that regiment; and, second, to a wound from a 
minie ball, which entered the right side of the neck and passing backward and down 
ward carried away the spinal process of one of the upper dorsal vertebra and has 
left the spinal cord imperfectly protected, and which last-mentioned wound was 
received at the battle of the Wilderness, Virginia, May 5, 1864, while he was lieu 
tenant-colonel of the Fifth Regiment Michigan Veteran Volunteer Infantry, and 
at the time in actual command of said regiment; and that he is entitled to the 
benefits of the thirty-second section of the act of Congress approved July 22, 1866.’ 

“IRVIN McDOWELL 
**Brevet Major-General, President. 
ASA BIRD GARDNER, 
“First Lieutenant First United States Artillery, Recorder 
“Exuisir I. 
“New York, November 21, 1870. 

“On examination of First Lieutenant John Palford, United States Army, unas 
signed, we find the cicatrix of a minie ball, which entered on che right side of the 
neck and, passing backward and a little downward, came out through the spine, 
carrying away the spinal process of one of the upper dorsal vertebra and leaving 
the spinal cord so imperfectly protected that a slight pressure of the finger at this 
point causes a feeling of sickness of the stomach and vertigo. 

** He was also struck, as we learn from written testimony in his possession, by a 
six-pound, spent, round shot at Malvern Hill, which broke his collar-bone and 
fractured the temporal bone of the skull and broke the lower jaw. 

* Since receiving these injuries he has had three or four attacks of epileptic con- 
vulsions, and is conscious of a loss of memory, which he says is increasing. His 
disability is permanent, and, in our opinion, he will never be able to perform mili- 
tary duty. 

‘C. SUTHERLAND 
‘Assistant Medical Purveyor, U.S. A 
“JNO. MOORE, 

“ Surgeon, U.8.A 

Your committee addressed the following letter to the Surgeon-General of the 
Army, to wit: 

“ UNITED STATES SENATE CIHAMBE® 
“ Washington, February 5, 1877. 

“Sir: On behalf of the Military Committee of the Senate, I have the honor to sub- 
mit a copy of the proceedings and finding of the retiring-board of the United States 
Army, in the case of Lieutenant-Colonel John Pulford, United States Army, re- 
tired, for whose relief a bill is now pending before this committee, and to ask if, in 
your opinion, the wound described in said record is more severe, dangerous, and 
disabling, and more fully ineapacitates and disqualifies him from any service or 
business, than if he had simply suffered the loss or resection of alimb. Please 
give as early reply as possible. 

“ Yours, Sonposttalty, 
“DANTEL SHEPARD, 
“ Clerk Military Affairs, United States Senate. 

“General J. K. BARNEs, 

** Surgeon-General United States 


To which they received the followix 


Army 


rreply, namely 


“ SURGEON-GENERAL'S OFFICE, February 9, 1877, 
Respectfully returned, with opinion that the wounds described in the record are 
more severe, dangerous, and disabling, and more fully incapacitate and disqualify 
tor any service or business, than would the loss or resection of a limb. 


“J. K. BARNES, Surqeon-General 

Section 32, act of July 28, 1866, (see 14 United States Statutes at Large, 337.) en- 
titled ‘‘An act to increase and fix the military peace establishment of the United 
States,” provides— 

* That officers of the regular Army entitled to be retired on account of disability 
oecasioned by wounds received in battle may be retired upon the full rank of the 
command held by them, whetber in the regular or volunteer service, at the time 
such wounds were received.” 

Colonel Pulford was a lieutenant-colonel of volunteers, and in full command of 
his regiment when disabled by wounds received in battle, and under the above sec- 
tion was retired December 15, 1870, upon the fall rank of his command—colonel 

Section 2 of the act of Mareh 3, 1875, entitled “An act for the relief of General 
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Sa ( fo 1 to fix the rank and pay of retired officers of the Army 
(me nT ‘4 sites Statutes at I yu 12.) provider 
i all « of t AY who have been heretofore retired by reason of 
disa risit om W is received in action shall be considered as retired 
up ‘ . he } whether in the regular or volunteer service, at 
tl ceived borne on the retired listand 
re f ind t ll be taken and construed 
i ! retired t, placed upon it on account of wounds 
ree That no partof the foregoing a hall apply to those 
ot ee umissioned oflicers twenty-five years at the 
dat ) t retired officers who had lost an arm or leg 
or | name abled by ason of resection on account of 
w rea nds received in batth 
I | ' 1 ] ra the retired list to the rank of 
lie 1 t thet e when he received his wounds 
i i ks to be re red to the rank of colonel, upon which rank 
} na 108 his claim to this right upon t grounds that his wounds 
ttle cou wading reg ent, ar severer, more dangerous 
t u ful ‘ ind disqualify him for any service 
‘ ! it h ‘ l leg, or had anarm or leg perma 
! ry re i 1 wounds re ived in battk 
i tind t ‘ yro is are tru pil that his wounds are of the 
1 ' cl i 
ert p in i et lar 1275, those efficers who had 
l m or} or | ma l permanently disabled, by reason of rese« 
tio contit lu t ret | list with the full rank of their command held 
atti mw nm the younds were received 
| of J = 1-00, 1 etired all ‘ upon the full rank of their 
com net upon the ‘ i anh The act of March 3, 1#75, reduced the rank 
f retires from the rank of their command to the actual rank held when 
“ |, savu wd excepting those officers who had lost an arm or leg, or had an | 
an permanent isabled by resection; showing clearly that Congress con 
sid itt ctof J x, led, was just and wise in its provisions for these 
except 
Your the wisdom and propriety of the act of March 3, 1875 
and | ling that Colonel Paltord’s injuries, received in battle 
ure ™ ro wid disabling, and more fully incapacitate and dis 
quality him for servis business than would have been the loss of a leg or 
arm I permanent disability of an arm or leg by resection, your committee 
beli that his case is fully within the spirit and intention of the proviso of the | 
wt March 3, I> and that he, too, equally with those who have fost an arm oT 
ke had an armor leg permanently disabled by resection, is entitled to be con 
tinued on the retired list with the full rank of colonel of infantry, the rank of his 
command when wounded, Your committee expressly adhere to the continuance 
of the act of March 3, 1875, and consider Pulford’s case an extreme and excep 
tional case, fully embraced in the spirit and object of the proviso of said act, and 
recommend the passage of the accompanying bill. 





The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STRAIT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table 

Che latter motion was agreed to. 


FRANCIS B, 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent that the 
petition for the relief of Francis B. Thompson, of Illinois, late ser- 
geant of Fifty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, reported upon 
amiversely this morning by the Committee on Military Affairs, be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

There was no objec tion, and it was so ordered. 


PrHOMPSON,. 


WILLIAM WHEELER HUBBELL. 


On motion of Mr, MARSH, the Committee on Military Affairs were | 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of William | 


Wheeler Hubbell, and the same, with the accompanying papers, was 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, not to be brought back by 
a motion to reconsider 


HEIRS OF FREDERICK C, BUTLER, 


On motion of Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey, the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was discharged from the further consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 576) for the relief of the heirs of Frederick C. Butler, late 
of New Madrid County, Missouri, and the same, with the accompa- 
nying papers, Was referred to the Committee on War Claims, not to 
be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 


RELIEF OF REPRESENTATIVES OF ALEX. BARCLAY. 


On motion of Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey, also, the Committee on | 


Military Affairs was discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 579) for the relief of the legal representatives of Alex- 
ander Barclay, deceased, late of Benton County, Missouri; and the 
same, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Committee 
on War Claims, not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 


MILTON B. CUSHING, 


Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill 
(H. BR. No. 1918) for the relief of Milton B. Cushing, of the United 
States Navy ; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MORSE. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. If no gentleman makes a point of order upon 
the bill—and I hardly think the point of order would lie—I think it 
might be put upon its passage at this time. 

Lhe bill was read. 

Mr. EDEN. Let the report be read. 

Che Clerk then read the report. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I would inquire of the gentleman 
who reports this bill if there is any explanation for the delay in pre- 
senting a bill for relief of this character. : 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. Allow me to reply in behalf of the gentle- 
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man who reported the bill. This matter was before the accoyn; 

ofticers of the Treasury, who acted upon it, and whose opinions, y 
are quoted in the report, are that he had a meritorious ¢]aj 


bieh 
Mi, aly 


| that if they were permitted to do so under the existing law th, 
| would pay it; but that not being so permitted the only relief wag 


| that point of order. 


an act of Congress. The party has appealed to Congress fo; 
and his claim has been frequently favorably reported upon ; 
owing to delay on the part of Congress, and not on the part of ¢ 
party himself, this relief has been withheld. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Why not let the bill go to the ¢ 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and let the port 
printed? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can attain his object by mak 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Then I make the point of 


| that it makes an appropriation, and must go to the Committee of ; 
| Whole on the Private Calendar. 








Mr. WHITTHORNE. Upon the point of order I desire to say; - 
this bill does not involve an appropriation out of the Treasury. 
is merely a settlement of an account upon the books of the Treas 
Department. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. It certainly relieves from res} 
sibility a party who is now responsible to the Government. : 

Mr. BANKS. This bill should not now be sent to the Commits 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar upon the point of order y 
it involves an appropriation of money. 

Mr. BUTLER. Allow me a single suggestion on the point of or- 
der. ‘This bill does not take by appropriation any money out of tly 
Treasury that isin it now. It only provides for a settlement of ge. 
counts in a manner which possibly may prevent some money fror 
going into the Treasury which is not now in there. It does not tak 
anything out, but it may by pessibility prevent some from going jn 
but that does not bring the bill under the rule. Every settlement 
accounts may do that. 

Mr. CLYMER. The latter portion of Rule 112 contains the word 
“or authorizing payments out of appropriations already made.” |; 
seems to me that that clause would send this bill to the Committe 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, for the reason that it deprives 
the Treasury of money that has already been appropriated and fro 
which other payments could be made. 

Mr. BANKS. It does not authorize the payment of any money 

Mr. CLYMER. It releases this man from the payment of money 

Mr. BANKS. That is not an appropriation of money. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Apropos to the point of order, it 
occurs to me that this bill certainly affects the Treasury of the « 
try ; it certainly affects the responsibility which this party is u 
to the Treasury of the United States, and to that extent is obnoxi: 
to the rule which has been read by my colleague, [ Mr. Clymer 
have no feeling about this matter. 

Mr. CLYMER. If it is not technically within the rale, it is withi: 
the spirit of the rule. 

Mr. BANKS. The spirit of a rule does not take a bill from the pos 
session of the House. 

Mr. CLYMER. That is a matter for the House to determine, ort 
Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is clear upon one point: this bill does 
not make an appropriation of mo: ey from the Treasury. If it wer 
new question, the Chair would decide that by reason of its affecting 
the Treasury the bill should go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar. But the Chair is loth to decide in that wa 
against the practice of the House heretofore, which has been that 
bills providing for the «djustment of accounts should not be sent t 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar upon points ot 
order. The Chair therefore overrules the point of order, but muc! 
to his regret. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Allow me to state why I press this bill for 
consideration now. It was reported unanimously by the Committe 
on Naval Affairs of the last Congress. It went to the Committee o! 
the Whole on the Private Calendar at that time, and it died upon U 
Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman say that this bill during th 
last Congress went to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar? 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. 





It did, upon the motion of the gentlema 


| reporting it from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


The SPEAKER. Not upon a point of order. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. No, not upon a point of order. It went 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar and was smot! 
ered to death under the Calendar. It is for that reason that 1 now 
ask for the consideration of this bij] without such a reference It 
has been favorably acted upon whenever brought to the attention o! 


| any committee of this House. The Comptroller, Mr. Brodhead, ane 


| relief must come from Congress. 


I presume he can give it. | 


his successor, Mr. Carpenter, both of whom thoroughly examine di this 
case, adjudicated that it had merits, but that they were with 
power to give the relief to which this officer is entitled, but that that 
Every committee that has exat 
ined the case and the testimony accompanying it is satistied that ts 
party is entitled to this adjustment. Beyond that I have no interes: 
in the matter. 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I presume I have the right tomove 
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that this bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 
= en TER. The gentleman has that right, and, if he makes 
the motion, the Chair will entertain it. . 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. In view of the very positive state- 
ment made by the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs [ Mr. 
WHITTHORNE | and the assurance of some gentlemen around me, I 
ress that motion. 

I think you ought to insist upon that motion. 
Well, I will yield to my friend from 


will not } : 

Mr. FOSTER. ‘ 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvaria. 
Ohio (Mr. Foster] to make it, ee 
Mr. FOSTER. Imake the motion, and if it be in order I would 
like to give the reason why I make it. 

The SPEAKER. That is in order. : 

Mr. FOSTER. I think it is the duty of this House to carefully 
os . itinize all such cases as this. This bill proposes to relieve the 
pondsmen of a certain officer from paying a certain amount of money 
which has been lost by the negligence, so to speak, of that disbursing 
ofticer. It has come to this: that, whenever by the dishonesty of a 
clerk a disbursing officer is a loser and his bondsmen become liable, 
an appeal is made to the sympathy of Congress. 
House has been too liberal in this regard. I do not 
case Well enough to be willing to vote on it now, and I therefore 
move that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole onthe Pri- 
vate Calendar, where it can be fairly and fully discussed. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. 
dulgemeamoment? No man upon this floor will concur more heartily 
with him than myself in that injunction of duty which I believe 
should rest upon all of us, to guard well and protect the Treasury 
against any frauds upon it being perpetrated by parties who are liable 
to the Government or by their sureties who seek to rid themselves of 
responsibility. s 7 ; 

But in this particular case the fault is not with the clerk of this 
paymaster, Cushing, but with the clerk of the paymaster, Pangborn. 
The misfortune of Mr. Cushing is that Mr. Pangborn died of yellow 
fever about the time this transaction occurred. But for his sudden 
death at that time this question would probably never have arisen. 
Lagree with the gentleman, that if Mr. Cushing’s own clerk had com- 
mitted this forgery or had been derelict in duty, then relief ought 
not to be granted. 

Mr. FOSTER. I think that the gentleman’s argument only con- 
firms my view of the case. Let the House have an opportunity to 
act on this question understandingly. I for one am not disposed to 
be harsh or to resist the granting of any proper relief; but I feel 
that we have been going too far in this class of cases. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I desire to say that this case was 
fully heard in the last Congress by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and their report was unanimously in favor of relieving thisman. He 
never had the money in his possession. The loss occurred through 
the transmission of papers from one officer to another. Mr. Cushing 
signed a receipt, which was pronounced not to bein proper form and 
was to be returned to him upon his furnishing another in different 
form. He forwarded the second receipt, in proper form, and both 
were kept. In fact, he never had in his possession a dollar of this 
money. Mr. Pangborn is dead; his clerk, who committed the wrong, 
is dead, or cannot be found. 

Mr. FOSTER. But Cushing did sign two receipts. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. He signed two receipts, but one 
was to be given up upon the transmission of the other, as the corre- 
spondence shows, 

Mr. FOSTER. And does the gentleman say that this paymaster ex- 
ercised proper care in the matter ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I certainly do; and but for the 
sudden death of Mr. Pangborn there could have been no difficulty 
about the matter. 

Mr. CLYMER. I wish to ask the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Harris) whether, under the statements now made by himself 
and by the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Warr- 
THORNE, ] the sureties of Mr. Pangborn would not be liable. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. The error was with Pangborn or 
his clerk undoubtedly. 

Mr.CLYMER. Now, I ask whether suit has ever been brought 
against the sureties of Mr. Pangborn, or any effort made to collect 
this money from them ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Iam not informed on that point. 

Mr. CLYMER. I am apprehensive that the action here proposed 
would relieve those sureties. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I do not understand that this 
man isin fault. If the Government of the United States has any 
remedy against Pangborn or his sureties, let that remedy be resorted 
to; but I see no reason for holding an innocent man responsible for 
this sum of $10,000. It appears to me wholly unjust. 
wn REED. I would like to ask the gentleman one question. 

ould not the statement of facts he now makes constitute, if proved, 
4 complete defense to Paymaster Cushing and his sureties ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I am not so sure of that. 
hot prepared to answer that legal proposition. 

Mr. REED. If this case were investigated by a court of justice 
all patties could be heard. 

t. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. My proposition is that this man 


I am 


I feel that this | 
understand this | 


Will my friend from Ohio [Mr. Foster] in- | 





is wholly free from fault in the matter. The death of Mr. Pangborn in- 
tervened between the sending of one receipt and the transmission of 
the other; or rather after one receipt had been given, it was pro- 
nounced not in proper form, and Mr. Cushing was asked to send one 
in due form, which he transmitted. Pangborn died and both receipts 
were kept. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I would like to ask the gentleman one question. 
In glancing over the report i observe it is stated that the first receipt 
was somewhat informal, and that Mr. Cushing received a threaten- 
ing letter to the effect that unless he would make a new receipt cer- 
tain results would follow. I wish to know what was the threat, and 
why he yielded to it, thus duplicating a receipt and making himself 
and his sureties liable. I would like to know also who, if any person, 
was benefited to the extent of that duplicate receipt—not a forged, 
but a duplicate receipt, made, as alleged, under threat. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. As I understand,in Mr. Pang 
born’s accounts it appears that both rece pts went to his credit, 
while Mr. Cushing is made responsible for the duplicate. 

Mr. THOMPSON. If this gentleman issued two rex eipts, although 
one was 2 mistake, why should the Government bear the loss ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Neither receipt was a mistake. 
The first receipt would have been all right if it had been acceptable 
to his superior officer. It was not acceptable ; snd he was asked to 
sign another in a particular form. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Asked by whom ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. By his superior, Mr. Pangborn, o1 
his clerk. He transmitted the second receipt with the assurance that 
the other would be returned to him. 

Mr. BANKS. That occurs very often. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. But, in consequence of the death 
of Mr. Pangborn, the first receipt was never returned. 

Mr. CLYMER. Then cannot the Government hold Pangborn or 
his sureties liable ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I have no doubt of it at all. 

Mr. CLYMER. That being so, I am afraid that if we relieve the 
sureties of Cushing no effort will ever be made to obtain the money 
from the sureties ot Pangborn. Thus the money will be lost to the 
Government. 

Mr. WADDELL. 
expired. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has expired. 
over till the next morning hour. 


I make the point that the morning hour has 
This bill goes 
POST-ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. WADDELL. I now call up the motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill (H.R. No. 1637) to establish post-routes in the sev- 
eral States herein named was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 


The question was taken; and the motion to reconsider was agreed 
to 


Mr.WADDELL. I now withdraw the motion to recommit the bill 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and submit 
some amendments to the bill, which, I will state, contain no general 
legislation, but simply additional post-routes. 


TheSPEAKER. It has not been usual to read post-route bills, the 
assurance being made that the bill and amendments contain only 
post-routes. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The amendments were agreed to; and the bill, as amended, was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WADDELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


I move to dispense with the reading of the bill and 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move the House do now adjourn, and pending 
that motion I move that when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. WOOD. I hope the gentleman will not deprive the House of a 
session to-morrow. The Committee of Ways and Means have some 
business to report which ought to be disposed of. We can adjourn 
from to-morrow, if that be the desire of the House, till Monday. To- 
morrow is private-bill day and there are some questions which may 
come up which ought to be disposed of. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘To-morrow is piivate-bill day, and we can pass to- 
morrow as well as any other day I know of. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. WOOD. The Committee of Ways and Means have some re 
ports to make. 

The SPEAKER. 
business. 

Mr. WOOD. 
to submit. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw my motion to adjourn over. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that when the House adjourns to-morrow it 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. BUTLER. L insist on my motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. To-morrow is private-bill day, when public busi- 


To-morrow is Friday, a day devoted to private 


The Committee of Ways and Means have some reports 
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ness cannot be considered until after private business has been dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. WOOD. We are aware of that, and we are aware that there 
are committees which can report at any time for such action as the 
House may wish to take. I hope the Honse will sit to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Elections can report at any 
time. The Committee of Ways and Means can report for commit- 
ment at any time. 

Mr. ELAM. I desire to state this: I am informed that a bill for 
the relief of Mrs. Slocum, of New Orleans, which has been reported 
favorably at three sessions of Congress, will come up for considera- 
tion to-morrow, that being private-bill day. Ido not see my col- 
league [Mr. ELL1s] who has charge of it in his seat, but I know that 
he is extremely anxious to call that bill up to-morrow. I hope, 
therefore, the House will not adjourn, but meet to dispose of private 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts withdraws 
his motion to adjourn till Monday and the gentleman from New 
York submits the motion that when the House adjourns to-morrow it 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. ELAM. I demand a division on that motion. 

The Hayse divided; and there were—ayes 150, noes 34. 

Mr. CHALMERS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 26, noes 175. 

So (one-fifth not voting in favor thereof ) the yeas and nays were 
not ordered. 

So the House agreed when it adjourns to-morrow to adjourn till 
Monday next. 

And then (at two o'clock p.m.) the House adjournea. 


PETITIONS, ETC 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BRAGG: Twopetitions of citizens of the fifth congressional 
district of Wisconsin, for the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: Papers relating to the claim of Eugene Leit- 
ensdorfer for compensation for services, expenses, and losses in con- 
ciliating Pueblo Indians, by direction of General Kearney, during the 
Mexican war—to the Committee of Glaims. 

By Mr. CAMP: Papers relating tothe claims of Obediah B. Latham 
and Oliver S. Latham, of Seneca Falls, New York—to the same com- 
nittee, 

By Mr. FORNEY: Memorial of the Board of Trade, of Mobile, Ala- 
bama, in reference to the seizure of timber, lumber, mills, and ship- 
ping on the coasts of Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida by United 
States oflictals—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

by Mr. GAUSE: Papers relating to the claim of Riley Kinman 
for compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: Papers relating to the claim of Colonel James 
5. Rearden—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HATCHER: Papers relating to the claim of Robert L. 
Lindsay, late captain of the Fiftieth Regiment Missouri Infantry—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of M. M. Lynch, of Washington 
County, Missouri—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the bill for the relief of Lindsay Murdoch, 
late collector of the second district of Missouri—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: Papers relating to the claims of Samuel W. 
Abbott and Reubin Goodrich—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HUNTER: Papers relating to the claims of John G. Camp- 
bell—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of William J. Alexander—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MAISH: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of John 
C. Comfort, of Shiremanstown, Pennsylvania—to the Committee of 
Claims. 

By Mr. METCALFE: Papers relating to the claim of James Lind- 
say for compensation fora battery of three guns furnished the United 
States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of John Mooney, of Saint Louis, 
Missouri—to the same committee. . 

By Mr. PAGE: Papers relating to the claim of W. H. Davis for com- 
pensation for property destroyed in California by the United States 
Army—to the same committee, 

By Mr. POLLARD: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Unionville to Uyreke, Missouri—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of ci¢izens of North Carolina, for 
the passage of the bill for the relief of John F. Ford—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Isaac Dewling, that he be placed 
on the retired-list of the Navy, on account of blindness contracted 
while in the service on the coast of Florida—to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

_ By Mr. THORNBURGH : lhe petition of Hamilton Ryan, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the bills for the relic 
heirs of Ephraim J. Ammons and Wesley Hensley—to the 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: Papers relating to the 
C. H. B. Day—to the Committee of Claims. 


f of the 
Committe. 


Claim of 


IN SENATE. 


FRIDAY, December 7, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communicatiy, 

| from the Secretary of War, transmitting, for the information of Cop. 
gress, in compliance with section 1665 of the Revised Statutes, a state. 
ment exhibiting the expenditures at the national armory, Springtie|d, 
Massachusetts, and the arms, components of arms, and appendages 
fabricated, altered, and repaired thereat during the fiscal year ey¢. 
ing June 30,1877; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Comptrol. 
ler of the Currency, transmitting, in compliance with section 33% of 
the Revised Statutes, the fifteenth annual report of the Comptrolle; 
of the Currency; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
and ordered to be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair desires to state, in justice to 
the Comptroller of the Currency, that this communication was sent 
to the Senateon Monday, but failed to reach the Chair until this morn. 
ing. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CONKLING presented a memorial of sundry insurance compa- 
nies, merchants, and others, of New York, approved by the Chamber 
of Commerce of the State of New York, in favor of a restoration of 
the diplomatic mission to Colombia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

| He also presented a petition of Austin Packard and others, of New 
York, praying that a commission be appointed to communicate wit) 
other nations with a view of having a railroad built across the con- 
tinent of Africa; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also, as a petition, although it is not 
in that form technically, a communication from L. C. Wood, of Wa- 
tertown, New York, inclosing a bill touching the judicial system of 
the country. I ask that the bill and communication be received asa 
petition and be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so entered. 

Mr. FERRY presented a petition of D. G. Wright and others, citi- 
zens of Van Buren and Allegan Counties, Michigan, praying for th: 
passage of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of 
the standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of the heirs of William A. Burt, the 
inventor of the solar compass, praying for an appropriation by Con- 
gress adequate to compensate them for the services rendered to the 
Government by the use of that instrument; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of Mrs. Annie Horiue, of Jessa- 
mine County, Kentucky, widow and administratrix of George Horine, 
deceased, praying compensation for property alleged to have been 
taken and appropriated by the United States authorities during the 
late war; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALLACE presented a petition of G. B. Bowers and others, 
citizens of Blair County, Pennsylvania, praying for the repeal of the 
resumption act, the remonetization of silver, and the taxation of the 
Government bondholders ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented a petition of Charles Raymond and others, cit- 
zens of Clearfield and Cambria Counties, Pennsylvania, praying 10! 
the establishment of a mail-route from Alleman’s, in Cleartield County, 
| to Lloyds’s, in Cambria County, in that State; which was relerred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented a petition of James M. Keith and others, 
citizens of Knox County, Missouri, praying that Congress recoguize 
the claims of pensioners who are sufferers from an unwise limitation 
law; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented additional papers in the case of Jou Taylor, o 
Cooper County, Missouri, praying compensation for property taken 
by the United States forces during the late war; which were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORGAN. I present the petition of W. T. Farley and others, 
citizens of Colbert County, Alabama; the petition of A. J. Grove and 
| others, citizens of Sumter County, Alabama; and the petition o! B. 

P. White and others, citizens of Cherokee County, Alabama, pry- 
| ing for an appropriation by Congress for the improvement 0! the 
navigation of Mobile Bay. In the same connection I desire to preses' 
a report of Captain A.N. Damrell, captain of engineers United States 








Ser 
ai ‘. 


1 


my. oo. ‘ : . 
= ‘that the petitions be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
ant ‘ 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. i ‘ill 
if there be no objection, and, with the petitions, referred to the Com- 
on Commerce. tad 5 zs 
CONOVER presented the petition of Absolon Kirby, passed 
wnt engineer United States Navy, praying that he may be allowed 
~ eecond assistant engineer in the Navy of the United States 
“a « 11th of October, 1566, to the present time; which was re- 
‘to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
BURNSIDE presented the petition of J. W. T. Gardiner, major 
| States Army, praying the enactment of a law allowing cer- 
mentioned in the petition and who are at present retired, 
, were on duty previous to the 17th of July, 1562, the full pay and 
nees of their rank from the 3d of December, L361, to the 17th 
Ixuz; which was referred to the Committee on Military 


iflicers 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SARGENT. » C . eens 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the 
sufferers by the wreck of the United States steamer Huron, and for 
other purposes, to report it with an amendment; and I ask that the 
Senate proceed to its consideration, toe atl a 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator just let it lie aside for the morn- 
ing business ? ; 

Mir. SARGENT. Yes, sir; at the suggestion of the Senator from 
Vermont I will not call up the bill until after the formal morning 
business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object, under the circumstances, to its 
present considerat ion, but I only ask that the bill be laid asde a little 
while until we get through with morning business. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well. 


referred the bill (S. No. 167) granting a pension to William 8. Grow, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was orderedto be printed, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 

tion of Daniel Smith, praying to be allowed a pension, submitted an 
adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
committee were discharged from the further consideration of the 
penition. 
Mr. BAILEY, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 52) for the relief of C. H. Frederick, late a 
lieutenant-colonel in the Ninth Missouri Infantry, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(8. No. 212) granting a pension to Charles H. Frederick, submitted an 
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L ask that this report be printed for the use of the Senate | Volunteers; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 
The report will be ordered to be printed, | 


adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the | 


bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tionof Lawrence H. Broyle praying to be allowed a pension, submit- 
ted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and 
the committee were discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Archibald McDonald, of Walton County, 
Florida, praying compensation for property taken and used by 
United States troops during the late war, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of the petition. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Henry E. Sizer, of Mississippi, praying the passage of 
alaw authorizing him to present to the Court of Claims his claim 
lor compensation for property taken and appropriated by the United 
States authorities during the late war, submitted an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the committee were 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition. 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 
relerred a resolution to print 3,000 copies of the President’s message, 
reported it withont amendment ; and it was considered by unanimous 
consent and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That 3,000 copies of the Presideut’s message, with the reports of the 


De partments proper, and without the accompanying documents, be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

_ Mr. PERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
aetna a bill (S. No, 388) tor the relief of the heirs of the late 
illiam A. Burt, inventor of the “ solar compass” adopted and used 
in the pub 
ste, ond referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

lr. WALLACE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introdue 
Venia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
“M ee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
ol - CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous consent 
ate leave to introduce a bill (8. No. #20) for the relief of Leon- 

- Lancaster, late sergeant Second Regiment Cavalry Wisconsin 


lic surveys of the United States; which was read twice by | 


e a bill (S. No. 389) to establish a post-route in Pennsy]- | 


| annuity payment has been made or invested for their benefit: ” 


| cle of said agreement, and that the 


| 


e 
”) 


Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 391) to donate the Fort Hays military reser- 
vation to the State of Kansas for the purposes therein named ; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ; 

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 


| introduce a bill (S. No. 392) for the relief of Henry B. Brown; which 


was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. ‘ 
Mr. MERRIMON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 393) for the relief of the 
widows and heirs of Roderick Shelton and others; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 394) to place the name of Daniel H. 


| Kelly upon the muster-roll of Company I’, Second Tennessee Infantry ; 
1 am directed by the Committee on Naval Affairs, | 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
Mr. BURNSIDE (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 395) for the relief of citi- 


zens at or near the route of any railroad that has ceased or may cease 
to operate; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 396) to amend section 2464 of the Revised 
Statutes, in relation to the cultivation of timber on the public do- 
main; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 


| introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 9) authorizing and directing 
Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions, tp whom was | 


the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the custom-house at Memphis 
to be constructed of ‘Tennessee marble; which was read twice by its 


| title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND KEFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. DORSEY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papersof Angeline Logan be taken from tho files 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WITHERS, it was 


Ordered, That the pees and papers of William N. Berkley be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of James T. Shelly be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Ordered, That the petition aad papers of the heirs of James A. Torbert be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee or Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. BECK, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of John E. Woodward be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


PRINTING OF HAYDEN’S REPORT FOR 1877. 
Mr. TELLER submitted the following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Printing: 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That there be 
printed 10,000 copies of Professor Hayden's annual report of the geological and 
geographical survey of the Territories for 1877, 7,500 copies of which shall be for 


the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 for the use of the Senate, and 500 
copies for the use of the oflice of the survey. 


SIOUX INDIAN WAR. 


Mr. TELLER submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, requested 
toinform the Senate what has been the cost of the late war with the Sioux In- 
dians, and what the casualties of rank and file among the soldiers engaged in said 
Sioux war. 

UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 


Mr. TELLER submitted the following resolution; which 
ordered to lie on the table: 


Whereas an agreement was made on the 13th day of September, 1873, between 
the United States and the confederated band of the Ute nation for the cession of 
certain lauds in Colorado, which agreement was ratified April 29, ls74; and 

Whereas the fourth article of sad agreement was in words as follows: * The Uni- 
ted States agrees toset apart and hold asa perpetual trust for the Ute Indians a sum 
of money or its equivalent in bonds which shall be suflicient to produce the sum of 
$25,000 per annum, which sum of $25,000 per aunum shall be disbursed or invested 
at the discretion of the President as he may direct for the use and benetit of the said 
Ute Indians annually and when the said Ute Indians claim that no part of the said 
Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the President of United States be, and he is hereby 
requested to inform the Senate whether such payments have been made, and, if 
not made, why such payments have not been made, as required by the fourth arti- 
President be, and he is hereby, requested to 
inform the Senate whether the lands ceded to the United States by said Indians 
have at any time since the making of said agreement been occupied by citizens of 


was 


¢} 
the 


| the United States, and whether the same are now so occupied or not. 


PROSECUTIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iask to have taken up a resolution calling for 

information from the Attorney-General, that 1 offered some days ago. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported by the Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, submitted by Mr. 

EDMUNDS on the 26th of November : 


Resolved, That the Attorney-General be, and he hereby is, directed to communicate 
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to the Senate, as soon as may be, a list of all criminal penspeniene commenced in 
the courts of the United States in the district of South Carolina, since the Ist day of 
January, 1*76, for offenses against the lives, property, civil rights, or right of suf- 
frage of any person, with the names ef the alleged offenders, and a statement of 
the disposition of such prosecutions and the dates thereof 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Will the Senate agree to 
the resolution ? 


The 


was agreed to. 


CLERK 


resolution 


TO A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the select committee appointed to 
take into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertain- 
ing and declaring the result of the elections for President and Vice- 
President of the United States, be authorized to employ a clerk. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. WINDOM, it was | 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 
WRECK OF THE HURON. 

Mr. SARGENT. I now ask the Senate to proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the 
wreck of the United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes. 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proc eeded to consider the bill 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, with 
an amendment to strike out the second section of the bill and in lieu 


By unanimous consent, 


thereof to insert: 
That the widow, child, or children, and in case there be not such, then the parent 
or parents, and if there be no parents, the brothers and sisters, of the officers, sea- 


ind others, in service 


men, marines who were lost in the wreck of the said steamet 
Huron, and of Captain J.J Guthrie of the life-saving service, and of those persons 


on the steamer Lb. and J. Baker, who, together with said Guthrie, were lost while 
attempting to render assistance on the occasion of the said wreck, shall be entitled 
to. aud shall receive out of any money in the Treasury of the United States not 
otherwise appropriated, as follows, to wit: The relatives in the order named of the 
persons connected with the Huron, hereinbefore referred to, a sum equal to twelve 


months’ fullor sea pay of each person lost; the relatives of Captain J. J. Guthrie, 
as hereinbefore indicated, one year's full pay of said deceased, and the relatives in 
the order named; of the persons lost of the steamer B. and J. Baker, the sum of 
$100 for each person so lost as above stated: Provided, That the legal representa 
tives of the above-mentioned deceased persons who were in the service of the Gov 
ernment shall also be paid from the Treasury of the United States any arrears of 
pay due the said deceased at the time of their death 


Mr. SARGENT. On account of a question asked me, I should like 
to have the first part of the amendment read again. 

The Chief Clerk again read the amendment. 

Mr. SARGENT. The criticism is upon the words “ full or sea pay.” 
The intention of the amendment is that it shall be sea pay. The 
Senator from Vermont asked me at my desk if, in the consideration 
of the amendment by the committee, the word “ full” there qualitied 
“sea pay Certainly that is not the intention. I will state that 
this amendment comes to us from the Treasury Department on cer- 
tain suggestions made to the Department that the bill as it appeared 
in the Senate contained a solecism in section 2, in providing that 
Captain Guthrie, of the life-saving service, and the persons who were 
lost on the bark B. and J. Baker, should be entitled to sea pay. 
Captain Guthrie was in the revenue marine service, where that term 
does not apply ; and as the others were in private life, it would not 
apply to them. To obviate that difficulty, the Department sent us 
this amendment. A letter from the Department explaining the amend- 
ment is as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Sin: IT have the honor to inclose herewith a substitute which I would suggest 
for the second section of the * act for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of the 
United States steamer Huron,” &c., (1H. R. No. 1746.) 

Phis suggestion is made to avoid difficulties which might arise in construing the 
term “ sea pay Captain J.J. Guthrie, who is named in this connection, not hav 
ing been an officer in the Navy to whose compensation this term is applicable, as 
itis not to the pay of the persons who were lost with him, they being employed by 
private enterprise, it would, perhaps, be better to ——- a specific sum to 
be given to the heirs of the latter persons, which would avoid the difficulties re- 
ferred to, and also those that might arise in ascertaining what amount would be 


due them onder the terms of the section as it now stands in the bill. 
Very respectfully, 


December 5, 1877. 


JOHN SHERMAN, 


Secretary. 
Hon. A. A. SARGENT. 


Chairman Committee on Naval Affairs, United States Senate. 


If there is any valid ground for the criticism, that the words “ full 
or” before “sea pay” weaken the phrase, then if there be no objec- 
tion I ask that the limitation be stricken out. 

Mr. CONKLING. Why not state the amount and be done with it ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Because the amounts are various in reference to 
various persons. A general phrase will reach them. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have the impression that the correct word to 
give the people connected with the Huron what is intended would be 
simply “sea pay;” but I will look at the statute in a moment, and 
see, and you may go on and correct it. 

Mr. SARGENT. My impression is that the Senator is entirely cor- 
rect. There are various kinds of pay, sea pay, shore pay, waiting- 
orders pay, and furlough pay. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Is there not a longevity pay? 

Mr. SARGENT. That makes up part of the sea pay. 

Mr. THURMAN. How do you provide for those lost who were not 
in the service ? 


Mr. SARGENT. We provide that their relatives shall rece 
each. That is less than the amount that is allowed to sailors +p) 
are lost. Then the amount allowed to the sailors who were saya ., 
sea pay, which is the highest pay for those in the service. 

This bill follows the precedents that have been set for years ir 
legislation of Congress. The first case was in 1848, in the Case of + 
United States ship Somers. It was followed in 153 on the occasion, 
of the loss of the brig Washington ; in 1854 in the case of the Gray 
pus; in 1870 in the loss of the Oneida. The latter precedent js - 
lowed exactly in the last section of the bill providing for the agi, 
ment of the pay accounts of the Navy paymaster. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Vermont de« 
to suggest an amendment? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no, sir; I only called the attention of , 
friend to the words which he agrees to strike out. = 
Mr. SARGENT. I think the words “full or” had better be stricly, 
out. I move to amend the amendment by striking out the wor, 
“full or.” They certainly can add nothing to sea pay, which js ¢), 
highest grade of pay, and that is the intention of Congress, 5 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not see that there will be any doubt they 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be thus moditieg 
and as thus modified the question is on agreeing to the amendmen: 
reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further amendments thy 
bill will be reported to the Senate as amended. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Before the bill is reported to the Senate I want, 
little information, which the Senator from California I suppose wijj 
give me very readily. First, in that part of the bill which comes 
trom the House and without the amendments offered by the Senator 
from California from the committee, is the case of the officers of thy 
Huron who were drowned or wrecked covered ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Section 2 covers the case of the officers of th 
Huron: 


Officers, seamen, marines, and others in service, who were lost in the wreck of 
said steamer Huron. 


ive $10 


adjust. 


I read from page 2, lines 3, 4, and 5 of section 2. We give them ove 
year’s sea pay which is the highest pay given to any in the service 
I read from the print, but it is reproduced in the substitute which is 
offered for the section. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
the third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM A. LLOYD. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I move that the Senate take up 
the bill (S. No. 171) for the relief of Enoch Totten, administrator of 
the estate of William A. Lloyd, deceased, being No. 1 on the Calendar 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us see what it is before taking it up. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object to its being taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was considered as in Com 
mittee of the Whole. 

It requires the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Enoch Totten, 
administrator of the estate of William A. Lloyd, deceased, $6,715.33, 
in full for the personal services of Lloyd, rendered in pursuance ofa 
contract made with Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, 
and extending from July 13, 1661, to April 27, 1865. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is there a report ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheChair understands there is a written 
report. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
that it be read by the Clerk. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have it read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Caw 
ERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, October 31: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Enoch Totten 
administrator of William A. Lloyd, deceased, with accompanying papers, loving 
had the same under consideration, submit the following report: cs 

A bill for the relief of this claimant was introduced in the Senate May 1, le“ 
and referred to the Committee onClaims. The bill was favorably reported by We 


a. and subsequently passed the Senate. It was not acted upon by t 
ouse, 

The claimant alleges that he is the administrator of the estate of William 4 
Lloyd, deceased ; that in July, 1861, Abraham Lincoln, then President of the Luited 
States, made a contract with said Lloyd, by which said Lloyd agreed to procete 
into the States then in rebellion and procure plans of fortifications and such ole 
information as might be beneficial to the United States, and transmit such inter 
tion from time to time to the President of the United States; that tor this serv 
the President agreed to pay said Lloyd at the rate of $200 per month ; that sue 
Lloyd performed and fully completed his part of the contract, remaining ¥ 
the lines of the confederate armies until late in April, 1865, and performing 64) 
until June 5, 1865; that when he returned to Washington, in June, Ibo, | resive® 
Lincoln was dead and the Secretary of War refused to pay him anything more 
certain expenses incurred by him, and refused to pay him for his services in acco’ 
ance with his contract with the President. Claimant therefore asks that, as 58 
administrator, he may be paid the sum of $9,753.32, with interest thereon trom ™ 
Sth day of June, 1865, as money justly due the estate of said Lloyd, deceased. War 

It seems that in 1865 Lloyd himesif presented his claim for $11,980 to the a 
Department, and on June 16 of that year W. N. Winthrop, major and judgeadve 
cate, in the absence of the Advocate-General, made a report to the becretary 
War, in which, after examining the testimony at some length, he recommen 


There is a written report, and I ask 

















towance of the claim by that Department. The Secretary of War, however, 
sy oferred the claim for examination by the Judge-Advocate-General, J. Holt, 
tr. who, on June 26, 1865, returned the papers, stating that although they 
eet a strong prima facie case in support of the claim, there are circum 
‘ounding the transaction and the testimony offered which suggest 
ation as necessary before a final determination is arrived at. In 
of all record evidence of the existence of the contract alleged to have 
» with the claimant by the late President, and in the absence too of 
pondence with bim, and considering the magnitude of the sum de- 

















we . believed that the claimant should be turned over to Congress or to 


( + of Claims, where his claim and the proof adduced in its support can be 


affidavits were, however, filed by Mr. Lloyd in support of his claim 
> been examined by Judge-Advocate-General Holt, be returned 
secretary of War August 16, 1865, with a letter, im which, after going 
tional evidence in detail, he uses this language : 
yroper now to observe that the additional statements and testimony pre- 
e the date of the reports of this bureau, recommending a reference of 
: ress or the Court of Claims, greatly weaken if they do not en- 
ome the objections on which that recommendation was based. The 
n its present aspect is as fully and satisfactorily made out as one of its 
r nature could well be by ex parte testimony ; and the belief is entertained 
tits payment would be justified.” 
The claimant was only allowed, however, the sum of $2,380 for actual expenses 
the Department, and for the balance of $9,753 32 his administrator, who now 
‘oseeutes this petition before Congress, brought suit in the Court of Claims, 
s petition before that court May 22, 1871. a 
4 ny was taken, and on February 9, 1874, a decision was reached. 
f fact by the court were as follows : 
rat. On the 13th day of July, 1861, William A. Lloyd, the claimant's intes- 
sore entered into a contract in writing with the President of the United States, 
whereby it was agreed that Lloyd should proceed South and learn the number of 
sroopa stationed in the different points and cities in the insurrectionary Sta‘s, 
procuring plans of fortitications and forts, and gaining all other information that 
might be beneficial to the Government of the United States, and report the facts 
to tbe President, for which service it was agreed that he should be paid $200 per 
nth 
ies ond. Lloyd proceeded under a pass in writing to that effect, given him by 
the President, Within the rebel lines, and remained there during the entire pe- 
riod of the war, collecting and from time to time transmitting information, travel 
ing from point to point, running great risks and suffering imprisonment at various 
times, After the close of the war he presented his account for services to the 
Secretary of War, and was, in October, 1865, paid $2,380, it being at the same time 
stood and agreed that such payment was to reimburse him his expenses, and 
t by the acceptance thereof his demand for services rendered would not becom- 
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Third. The services of Lloyd were continuous during the war, all of which 
« he was within the confederate lines, and no payment or adjustment of his ac- 
wt was made by defendants’ officers. He re-entered the United States lines at 
ville, Virginia, on the 27th of April, 1865, but did not reach Washington until 
he Sth day of June, 1865.” 
rhe court, as eonclusion of law, found that the claim was not barred by the 
tatuteof limitations; “ but being equally divided upon the question whether the 
resident possessed power or authority to bind the defendants by the contract 
he entered into with the claimant's intestate, as set forth in the foregoing 
ings,” for the purposes of an appeal dismissed the petition. 
appeal was perfected to the Supreme Court, which, at the October term, 1875, 
ered a decision holding that the President had undoubted authority, as com 
er-inchief of the armies of the United States, “to employ secret agents to 
enter the rebel lines and obtain information respecting the strength, resources, 
and movements of the enemy, and contracts to compensate such agcnts are so far 
g upon the Government as to render it lawful for the President todirect pay- 
vent of the amount stipulated, out of the contingent fund under his control." The 
court then proceed to say : 

Our objection is not to the contract, but to the action upon it in the Court of 
‘The service stipulated by the contract was a secret service; the infor- 
mation sought was to be obtained clandestinely, and was to be comraunicated pri- 
vately; the employment and the service were to be equally concealed. Both em- 
ployer and agent must have understood that the lips of the other were to be sealed 
torever respecting the relation of either to the matter. This condition of engage- 
ment was implied from the nature of the employment, and is implied in all secret 
employments of the Government in time of war, or upon matters affecting our for- 
cign relations, where a disclosure of the service might compromise or embarrass 
our Government in its public duties, or endanger the person or injure the character 
of the agent. If upon contracts of such a nature an action against the Govern- 
ment could be maintained in the Court of Claims whenever an agent should deem 
himself entitled to greater or different compensation than that awarded to him, the 
whole service in any case, and the manner of its discharge, with the details of deal- 
ings With individuals and officers, might be exposed, to the serious detriment of the 
public. A seeret service, with liability to publicity in this way, would be impos- 
sible; and as such services are sometimes indispensable to the Government, its 
agents in those services must look for their compensation to the contingent fund 
of the Department employing them, and to such allowance from it as those who 
dispense that fund may award. The secrecy which such contracts impose pre- 
cludes any action for their enforcement. The publicity produced by an action 
would itself be a breach of a contract of that kind, and thus defeat a recovery. 

It may be stated, as a general principle, that public policy forbids the mainte- 
nauce of any suit in a court of justice the trial of which would inevitably lead to 
the disclosure of matters which the law itself regards as contidential, and reapect- 
ing Which it will not allow the confidence to be violated. On this principle suits 
cannot be maintained which would requize a disclosure of the contidences of the 
contessional, or those between husband and wife, or of communications by a client 
to his counsel for professional advice, or of a patient to his physician fora similar 
purpose. Much greater reason exists for the application of the principle to cases 
of contract for secret services with the Government, as the existence ot a contract 
of that kind is itself a fact not to be disclosed.” 

For the reasons thus set out the decision of the Court of Claims dismissing the 
Pelion of claimant was aflirmed. 
th a may further say that we have examined the evidence which was submitted to 
of f a of Claims, and find that it is fully sufficient to substantiate the findings 
= . 8 made by that court. It is also made to appear by proper evidence that 
1B uh: aan duly appointed administrator of the estate of said Lloyd, May 
net salen it also appears from the testimony before the Court of Claims, though 
loyal o tee Un in the tindings of that court, that the claimant was thoroughly 
"ibd th ne United States Government during the late rebellion. 
to the sone jt the case up briefly, it appears that the claim was duly presented 
y aa end Jepartwnent at once on Lloyd's return from the South, yr ng ma 
A eeteth ante as to secure a recommendation for its payment from the J udge- 
oon poe Sete ye after three successive examinations in his bureau ; that payment 
duly ap; intea. that Departinent, and claimant having died, his administrator, 
the tes , commenced suit within the period fixed by the statute of limitations 
ourtof Claims; that all the facts necessary to support the claim were found 
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in favor of claimant by the Court of Claims, the judges of that court being divided 
however, as to the authority of the President to make the contract sued on ; and 
that the Supreme Court held that the President had authority to make such con 
tract, but held against the claimant on the ground that it was against public policy 
to allow claimant to prosocute such a claim in a court of justice. 

Under the view taken by the Supreme Court, this case would seem to be one in 
which it is peculiarly the duty of Congress to grant relief by carrying out the con- 
tract under and in faith of which the services were rendered, which contract that 
court fully recognizes ; and in that view we do not deem it necessary to advert to 
circumstances in the case which would seem to entitle it to very favorable consid - 
eration, such as the sufferings of the deceased in rebel prisons while being held 1s 
a Union spy, his subsequent suffering and « h from diseases contracted during 
and the value of the information procured and transmitted by 








If claimant is not entitled to relief here, then he is without remedy anywhere. 
In support of his rights to his compensation, see the case of J (Forty-sec 
ond Congress, Senate Report 64.) : 

On an examination of the coutract 


acques 


however, a8 set out in evidence, we do not 








find that there was any provision therein for the repayment of Mr. Lloyd of his 
expenses. The only reference to compensation is as follows For which service 
Mr. Lloyd shall be paid $200 pesquonth Ve find, aiso, that Mr Lloyd re-entered 





the Federal lines on the 27th day of April, 1-65, and he 
compensation after that time We theretore 
compensation from July 13, ls61, to April 27 
$9,093.33, from which is to be deducted the amount allowed and paid him by the 
War Department as expenses, to wit, $2,380, leaving, as now due his estate, the 
sum of $6,713.33. We do not think that interest on this amount should be 
claimant. 

Your committee therefore report herewith a bill authorizing and requiring the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Enoch Tvtten, as administra‘or of the estate 
of William A. Lloyd, deceased, the sum of $6,713.33, in full for the personal services 
of said William A. Lloyd, rendered in pursuance of acontract made with Abraham 
Lincoln, President of the United States, and recommend that said bill do pass 


of course, cannot claim 
consider that he should be allowed 
1-65, at $200 per month, amounting to 





allowed 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 

third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the tollow- 
ing bills and joint resolution ; in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1104) for the relief of John Pulford; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1335) for the removal of the political disabilities 
of William A. Cornwell, of Georgia ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1679) for the relief of Catharine and Sophia 
Germain ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1897) to remove the political disabilities of W. C. 
Evans, a citizen of Louisiana; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 62) appropriating $200 to defray ex- 
penses of transferring the remains of Pancoast Loose, a deceased 
soldier. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a concur- 
rent resolution for the adjournment of both houses of Congress from 
the 15th day of December until the 10th day of January, 1575; in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD, 


Mr. MITCHELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill relating to the extension of time for the completion 
of the Northern Pacitic Railroad, introduced by me on the 9th of 
November. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 238) to extend the time 
for the construction and completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad ; 
and, by a readjustment of the grants, without increasing the ap- 
propriation, to secure the construction of the Portland, Salt Lake and 
South Pass Railroad. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my friend from Oregon, befere he proceeds, 
allow me to suggest an amendment to go with that bill to the com- 
mittee? This bill has neverbeento a committee yet, and I suppose the 
Senator intends to move its reference. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I do. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move to insert after the word “act,” in line 2 
of section 14, the section reserving the right of repeal,on page 10, 
these words: 

a every other act of Congress relative to the said companies or either of 
them. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I think that is a very appropriate amendment, 
and I certainly, as far as I am concerned, have no objection to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. And I move to strike out as superfluous the 
words “having due regard for the rights of the companies,” in line 2 
of the same section. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I cannot say so much about that amendment; 
still we shall consider it in committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands that the Senator 
from Ohio desires that these amendments shall go to the committee, 
the bill never having been referred, as the Chair understands, but 
lying on the table to be referred. 

Mr. THURMAN. I only want these amendments pending when 
the bill goes to the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. They will go with the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, in asking a reference to the Com- 
mittee on Railroads of the bill now before the Senate, I deem it proper 
to explain somewhat the features of the proposed measure. 1 amcon- 
strained to do this from the fact that the policy proposed in this bill 
is not only new and radically different in its intended operations and 
effect from anything heretofore adopted in connection with grants of 
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land in aid of the construction of railroads, but one which in my judg- 
ment will commend itself to the wisdom of Congress and is demanded 
by the best interests of the people, the more especially those located 
within the limits of railroad land grants. 

And, in the first place, I desire to remind those who are unalterably 
opposed to the further continuance of the old policy of grants of 
public land in aid of internal improvements and to the proposed new 
policy, so warmly advocated by many at the present time, of a Gov- 
ernment guarantee of interest on railroad bonds, that there is nothing 
whatever in the bill before us that would in the slightest possible 
manner contlict with or trench upon tl ts. In 


ir Views in these respec 


other rds, it must be understood that it is not a bill either making 
anew grant ol lands or creating a Government guarantee of interest. 
It is not what is known in common parlance as a Government sub- 


sidy bill, but simply an extension and readjustment in part of a grant 


heretofore made upon a new basis more for the benefit of the settler, 


| a direct grant of the lands to the companies and at the 


more in the interest of national deve lapment, and creating, as 1 be- | 


lieve, a surer, safer, and more perfect credit for the company; and 
which, so far from increasing the number of acres granted in the 
original act, actually diminishes it some five million acres. This be- 
ing the case, therefore I confidently bespeak for this neasure a care- 
ful consideration and the approval of all. And in this connection I 
challenge for it the just criticism as well from those known as anti- 
monopolists as from the corporations whose immediate interests are 
involved. 

The policy of granting portions of the public domain to States and 
corporations in aid of the construction of railroads was inaugurated 
over twenty-seven years ago, when, on September 20, 1550, a grant 
of nearly three million acres was made in aid of the Illinois Central, 


Mobile and Chicago, and Mobile and Ohio Railroads, and ended, in so | 


far as new grants were concerned, in the year 15713; in which year— 
March 3—some twenty-one million acres were granted to the Texas 
Pacific and New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vicksburgh companies. 
During these twenty-one years that elapsed between the dates of the 
first and the last new grants, the total number of acres granted by 


| whenever it passes throug 


Congress in aid of railroads was 187,785,850, and of this amount only | 


about five hundred and twenty thousand acres have ever been declared 
forfeited by actof Congress. ‘These were lands granted—some two hun- 
dred thousand acres—in aid of the Placerville and Sacramento Valley 
Railroad in California by act of July 13, 1266, and some tliree hundred 
and twenty thousand acres in aid of the Stockton and Copperopolis 
road of California by act of March 2, 1°67, This alarming inroad on the 
public domain, but more especially the mismanagement of many of 
these grants by the corporations to which they were made, to the in- 
jury of the settler and the obstruction of the settlement of pioneer 
States and Territories, evolved a public sentiment throughout the 
country deep-seated, vigorous, and in a great measure well founded, 
finding expression finally in party plattorms, in political speeches, 
and in declarations in the halls of Congress of opposition to further 
new grants of public lands for this purpose, and, in fact, I may say 


of extensions of prior grants on the basis or in pursuance of the old | 


policy. So that since March 3, 1871, over six years ago, no new grants 
of land have been made by Congress in aid of the construction of any 
railroad. During this time, however, there have been numerous ex- 
tensions, modifications, aud readjustments of grants formerly made; 
so that without increasing the grant the same might be rendered 
available in conferring the greatest possible good in the way of na- 
tional development, that being the great end sought to be promoted 
by this policy, and not the individual aggrandizement of particular 
corporations, 

But while no public sentiment has been crystallized to any consid- 
erable extent in opposition to giving such reasonable extension to 
existing grants made years ago, where anything of progress has been 
made in the work, or good faith manifested by the grantee, whereby 
the lands heretofore granted to any particular company or for the 
benetit of any section of the country, or their equivalent in number 
of acres or the proceeds thereof, shall inure to the benefit of roads 
national in their character, and for the benefit of extended sections 
of the country suffering from the entire absence of all railroad com- 
munication, there is a public sentiment earnest and well founded, 
born in part of the hardships of settlers on the public domain within 
the limits of these grants, and of the clouds of uncertainty that have 
obstructed settlement of railroad lands, and in part of the misman- 
agement and misappropriation in many ivstances of these grants 
upon the part of powerful corporations, that protests to-day in the 
name of the people and of sound policy and justice and right and 
true statesmanship that these grants should no longer be under the 
unlimited direction and control of these vast corporations, either as 
to time and place of sale or amount for which they shall be sold, 
thus virtually excluding settlers and obstructing the settlement of 
the country; but that they shall remain, as all other portions of the 
public domain are, under the control of the Government, subject to 
the land laws of the Government for the sale of the public lands, and 
at all times, or at least for a number of years after the completion of 
the sections of the road respectively through which they lie, open at 
a moderate and fixed price to any and all persons who may desire to 
become settlers on any lands within the grant. That such a policy 
may be inaugurated with entire justice to the corporations engaged 
or which may engage in building railroads through the aid of these 
grants or the proceeds thereof, where they have by failure to com- 











‘ 


plete their roads forfeited all rights and are compelled to seek ex 
tensions from Congress, and which will establish for them a ony; 


infinitely superior to that they now possess or can possibly possess 


} Ul Same ting 
remove the many obstructions to settlement on railroad lands w 


now exist, I confidently believe. Such in the main are the PUFPoses 
and policy which I seek to establish and enforce by this bil] jy refi : 
ence to the grant of land heretofore made to the Northern Pacis 
Railroad Company. It is a bill, therefore, in the true interest »,. 
only of settlers within the limits of the grant and of national dey, 

opment, of the progress of the country, and of the highest and \u 
interests of all the people, but of the corporation itself in seeuriye, 
it a firm and enduring credit among the bankers of the world, why 
money must in the end construct this great national work, ; 

The grant to the Northern Pacific Company was made origit 
by act of Congress of July 2, 1864, and was for the purpose of aidiny 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from—to yse 4) 
languageof the act—“a point on Lake Superior, in the State of Miyyy 
sota or Wisconsin ; thence westerly by the most eligible railroad poy, 
as shall be determined by said company, within the territory of t), 
United States, onaline north of the forty-tifth degree of latitude tosoy 
point ou Puget’s Sound, with a branch via the valley of the Columbig 
River, to a point at or near Portland, in the State of Oregon, leayiy> 
the main trunk line at the most suitable place, not more than thre. 
hundred miles from its western terminus.” To aid in this work this 
act made a grant of lands to the company of every alternate sectioy 
of the public land, not mineral, designated by odd numbers, to th 
amount of twenty alternate sections per mile on each side of gqjj 
railroad line through the Territories of the United States; and tey 
alternate sections of land per mile on each side of said railroad }jy, 
hany State. The estimated quantity of 
land embraced within the limits of the original grant is about fort 
seven million acres, the lands to be patented to the company as tly 
road, in sections, is completed and accepted by the Government. 

The original act of incorporation further provided, in section ¢, 
that the grant is upon and subject to the condition that the company 
should commence the work within two years from the approval of 
the act, “ and should complete not less than fifty miles per year after 
the second year, and should construct, equip, furnish, and complete 
the whole road by the 4th day of July, A. D. 1876.” 

By joint resolution approved May 7, 1866, (14 United States Stat- 
utes, 3o5,) an extension of two years for commencement and compli 
tion of the road was granted in these words: 

That the time for commencing and completing the Northern Pacific Railroad 
and all its several sections, is extended for the term of two years. 

As the date fixed by the original act for the completion of the road 
was July 4, 1876, therefore, unless this resolution was moditied 
subsequent legislation, it is clear that the time within which the 
whole road should be completed would not expire until July 4, 
1878. There was, however, further legislation. By a joint resolu- 
tion of Congress approved July 1, 1868, (United States Statutes, 255, 
an additional extension of time of two years within which the work 
should be commenced was given, namely, within two years from and 
after July 4, 1868, while the time of completion of the whole road 
was definitely fixed at July 4,1877. As this, however, was an amend- 
ment to section 8 of the original act, I have heard it suggested, and 
perhaps it may now be claimed by the company, that this last reso- 
lution does not operate as a limitation of the time fixed by the reso- 
lution of May 7, 1866, but rather by being made ipsissimis verbis a 
part of the original eighth section, that it is so far from modifying 
the time fixed by the resolution of May 7, 1866, itself modified by that 
resolution; and that therefore the time for the completion of th 
whole road is extended to July 4, 1879. Such a construction, how- 
ever, would seem to do violence not only to the whole tenor of the 
legislation on this subject but to all well-recognized rules of statu 
tory construction. It is too plain for argument that the joint resolu- 
tion of May 7, 1866, extending the time for completion two years, 
fixed that date in connection with prior legislation at July 4, 1°7>; 
and it is equally clear that by the joint resolution of July 1, 1505, 10 
consideration of the fact that two years more were given the cot- 
pany within which to commence the construction of the road, the 
time for the completion of the whole line was shortened and det 
nitely fixed at July 4, 1877. This last resolution, approved July |, 
1868, (15 United States Statutes, 255,) is in these words: 

That section 8 of an act entitled “ An act granting lands to aid in the construc 
tion of a railroad and telegraph line from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, on the 
Pacific coast,” is hereby so amended as to read as follows: That each and every 
rrant, right, and privilége herein are so made and given to and accepted by sad 
Northern Pacitic Railroad Company upon and subject to the following conditions 
namely: ‘Chat the said company shall commence the work on said road within tw 
years from and after the od day of July, 1868, and shall complete not less than ont 
hundred miles per year after tlie second year thereafter, and shal] construct, eq), 
furnish, and complete the whole road by the 4th day of July, A. D. 1877. 


| 
Ul 


Aside, therefore, from any considerations arising from the fact that 
the company has forfeited all right to proceed and claim the benelit 
of the grant without further legislation by reason of its failure ® 
complete certain specified portions of the road within certain specified 
times, it is too apparent for serious argument that the time fixed for 
the completion of the whole line by existing legislation, construed as 
all the acts and resolutions must be in pari materia, expired July 4, 
1377. By a subsequent joint resolution, approved April 10, 186%, (1° 
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( as of way for the construction of a railroad from a point at or near 
right 0 a) 


PL and Oregon, to a point west of the Cascade Mountains, in Wash- 
Poon Territory "the Northern Pacific Railroad Company was au- 
ee it ) extend its line of road (then known and designated as 
certee’ h line”) from a point at or near Portland, Oregon, to some 
a a dad on Puget Sound, there to connect with what was then 

ed a “its main line” west of the Cascade Mountains, in Wash- 
ee ‘Territory. This resolution was in these words: 


Northern Pacific Railroad Company be, and hereby is, authorized to 


au 


ut the 
P Pa et Sound, to be determined by said company, and also to connect 
ae ». said extension being subject to all the conditions and provisions, 


company in respect thereto being entitled to all the rights and privileges | 


7 rred by the act incorporating said company, and all acts additional to and | 
nferred by the ¢ ) 


w vdatory thereof: Provided, That said company shall not be entitled to any sub- 

i money, bonds, or additional lands of tho United States, in respect to said 

ot its branc ” ( 

of way on the line of such extension as it may be located: And provided 

+ Ma iy of July, 1871, and forty miles per year thereafter until the whole of said 
extension shall be completed. 

No further legislation by Congress was had until May 31, 1570, 
when, by another joint resolution, approved that date, an entire rad- 
ical change was made in so far as the location of the lines of its road 
are concerned, and constituting no less a change than that of a com- 


plet transposition of the location of the main line and branch; a | 


complete substitution of the one for the other. By this legislation 
the Northern Pacific Company was authorized to locate and construct 
its“ main road” to some point on Puget Sound via the valley of the 
Columbia River, with the right to locate and construct “its branch” 
from some convenient point on its main trunk line across the Cas- 
cade Mountains to Puget Sound. This resolution is in these words, 
16 United States Statutes, 378, 379:) 

A resolution authorizing the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to issue its 


bonds for the construction of its road and to secure the same by mortgage, and | 


for other purposes. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the Northern Pacific Railroad Company be, and hereby 
js, authorized to issue its bonds to aid in the construction and equipment of its 
and to secure the same by mortgage on its property and rights of property 
of all kinds and descriptions, real, personal, and mixed, including its franchise as 
a corporation; and, as proof and notice of its legal execution and effectual deliv 

ry, said mortgage shall be filed and recorded in the oflice of the Secretary of the 
Interior; and also to locate and construct, under the provisions and with the privi- 
leges, grants, and duties provided for in its act of incorporation, its main road to 
some point on Puget Sound, via the valley of the Columbia River, with the right 
to locate and construct its branch from some convenient point on its main trunk 

cross the Cascade Mountains to Puget Sound; and in the event of there not 


road 


being in any State or Territory in which raid main line or branch may be located, | 


at the time of the final location thereof, the amount of lands per mile granted by 
ress to said company, within the limits prescribed by its charter, then said 
company shall be entitled, under the directions of the Secretary of the Interior, 
to receive so many sections of land belonging to the United States and desig- 
nated by odd numbers, in such State or Territory within ten miles on each side 
of said road beyond the limits prescribed in said charter, as will make up sach 
deficiency, on said main line or branch, except mineral and other lands as ex- 
cepted in the charter of said company of 1864, to the amount of the lands that 
have been granted, sold, reserved, occupied by homestead settlers, pre-empted, 
or otherwise disposed of subsequent to the passage of the act of July 2, 1864. 
And that twenty-five miles of said main line between its western terminus and 
the city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, shall be completed by the 1st day 
of January, A. D, 1872, and forty miles of the remaining portion thereof each 
year thereafter, until the whole shall.be completed between said points: Pro 


Cong 


vided, That all lands hereby granted to said cempany which shall not be sold or | 


disposed of or remain subject to the mortgage by this act authorized, at the expira- 
tion of five years after the completion of the entire road, shall be subject to settle- 
ment and pre-emption like other lands at a price to be paid to said company not 
exceeding $2.50 per acre; and if the mortgage hereby authorized shall at any time 


be enforced by foreclosure or other legal proceeding, or the mortgaged lands hereby | 


granted, or any of them, be sold by the trustees to whom such mortgage may be 
executed, either at its maturity or for any failure or default of said company under 
the terms thereof, such lands shall be sold at public sale at places within the States 
and Territories in which they shall be situate, after not less than sixty days’ pre- 
vious notice, in single sections or subdivisions thercof, to the highest and best 
bidder: Provided further, That in the construction of the said railroad American 


iron or steel only shall be used, the same to be manufactured from American ores | 


exclusively. 

an 2. And beit further resolved, That Congress may at any time alter or amend 
his joi 

parties 
Approved May 31, 1870. 


I call attention thus specifically to this legislation for the purpose 
of showing that, as the development of the country, the crystalliza- 
tion of settlements, and the building up of industries have more 
clearly pointed out to Congress the real paths of commerce and lines 
of trade in the great Northwest, the very development of which was 
the great end had in view in making a double or forked grant on this 


end of the route, Congress has by its legislation compelled this com- | 


pany to locate its main line and branches on these paths of commerce 
and along these lines of trade with the knowledge then possessed by 
Congress; and that now, if further legislation is to be had, we should 
not fail to profit by the further light that history and the further 
development of the country have thrown upon the whole subject. 
*. a before us provides, under certain condit ions to which I will 
7 oa attract attention, an extension-on the main line, via the 
alley of the Columbia and Portland, Oregon, of eight years’ time 
within which to complete the entire road. 
tinuing the grant of lands to the corporation, to be held, controlled, 
managed, and disposed of by the corporation as in the original grant, 


1 States Statutes, 57,) entitled a “Joint resolution granting | 


ranch line from a point at or near Portland, Oregon, to some suitable | 


. with its main line west of the Cascade Mountains, in the Territory of | 


h line as aforesaid, except such lands as may be included in | 


That at least twenty-five milesof said extension shall be constructed before | 


nt resolution, having due regard to the rights of said company, and any other | 


Instead, however, of con- | 
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it provides that the odd sections along the line of the road, to the ex- 
tent as stipulated in the original grant, shall be thrown open to set- 
tlement under the pre-emption laws at $2.50 per acre; that the com- 
| pany shall have no control or management whatever of the lands, 
| but that the proceeds arising from the pre-emption and sale thereof, 
all along the line of the road, shall be paid into the Treasury of the 
United States from time to time as received, be placed to the credit 
of the company, and shall constitute a sinking fund with which to 
pay accruing interest upon the first-mortgage construction bonds of 
the company hereafter issued; that these funds shall, whenever a 
fixed sum shall accumulate in the Treasury, be by the Secretary of 
| the Treasury, invested in United States interest-bearing bonds, which 
shall remain as a part of said sinking fund, to be disposed of from time 
to time if necessary for the payment of accruing interest; that this 
sinking fund shall only be paid out semi-annually on the Ist days of 
April and October in each year, as the road is completed in sections 
and accepted by the Government, and shall be limited in the amount 
of each payment to che value of the land grant opposite to and con- 
terminous with such completed and accepted sections of road valued 
at $2.50 per acre. These payments are to be made not to the com- 
pany but to the holders of the interest coupons of such construction 
bonds pro rata. That is to say, if, when any semi-annual payment of 
interest falls due, the accumulations in the sinking fund should be 
less than the amount of interest found due, then an amount only shall 
be paid out not exceeding the value of the alternate sections opposite 
to and conterminous with the completed and accepted sections, rating 
the same at $2.50 per acre, and the same shall be paid pro rata to hold- 
| ers of interest coupons; and in noevent shall such funds be paid out 
except to meet the interest, or to a greateramount than the value of the 
lands opposite to and conterminous with the completed and accepted 
| sections valued at $2.50 peracre. And to the end thatthe Secretary of 
the Treasury may be officially advised as to the amount of interest 
that will fall due on the 1st days of April and October of each year, 
respectively, it is made the duty of the company by this bill to file 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, at least ten days before, a report 
showing the whole amount of interest due on its construction bonds 
to such dates respectively. It is further provided, in section 7, that 
| nothing in the bill shall be construed as creating any liability upon 
| the part of the United States to guarantee or pay any interest on any 
| of the bonds of said company in excess of the moneys arising from 
the pre-emption and sales of the lands granted to such company and 
actually paid into the Treasury. 

Herein then is a new departure; and in proposing it for the consid- 
eration of the Senate and Congress I have striven to not lose sight 
of, but on the contrary to keep steadily in view, the great purpose 
for which this grant was originally made, and in fact the great ulti- 
mate end had in view by Congress in all grants of 1 like nature, 
namely, the reclamation of an empire of undeveloped agricultural, 
mineral, and pastoral wealth enveloped in the solitudes of the wilder- 
ness, and peopled by savages, to the domain of civilization, of com- 
| merce, of intelligent, cultivated human thought and action ; in short, 

the conversion of an almost boundless frontier into self-protecting, 
energetic, advancing settlements, and connecting these in a bond of 
union with the mighty heart of our civilization and commerce and 
political and social power whose throb is felt in all its fullness 
throughout the older States from the Missouri River to the Atlantic 
Ocean, and from the lakes to the Gulf. And finally and in short, the 
construction of a great transcontinental highway that shall link 
lake to river and river to ocean; that shall economize time and re- 
duce space; that shall create competition in the great work of trans- 
| portation and travel with rival companies. These, in short, were the 
great ends sought to be accomplished by this original act. The pur- 
pose was not individual but national, not for personal promotion or 
| advancement or aggrandizement but national development. It was 
no part of its object to create a great land monopoly, whereby indi- 
vidual corporations or stockholders or directors or managers might 
become enriched at the expense of the Government and of the peo- 
| ple, and to the detriment of the hardy pioneers of our country whose 
| hands of toil, amid dangers seen and unseen, upholding the banner 
of human progress and civilization on our western shores, carve out 
| of the wilderness on these frontiers the solid foundations and rear 
upon them the majestic superstructure of States. It was no part of 
the design of Congress in making the original grant that it should 
operate as an irresistible magnet in the location of the line of the 
road or any portion of it; drawing it from the true point of location 
to which nature and every consideration of commerce and national 
benefit might point as that calculated to bring the greatest good to 
the greatest number, and fixing it where the adjacent lands by rea- 
son of their superior timber or magnificent coal-tields might bring a 
more speedy and munificent reward to individual stockholders ; or 
| that would influence the location of the line through the territories 
of the country instead of through the States for hundreds of miles, 
when every commercial and national argument is in favor of a dif- 
ferent location; simply for the reason that by the location in the Ter- 
ritory the company secures a double portion of land under the terms 
and conditions of the grant. 

The purpose, therefore, of the bill under consideration is the same 
had in view when the original grant was made. It is intended to 
secure the same end, but to secure it more certainly, more directly, 


| at an earlier date, with greater benefit to the Government and greater 








62 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


DECEMBER 7 





protection to the settlers, by avoiding objections from time to time 
made to the old policy, and which have finally become crystallized by 
time and suffering into an obstinate, unrelenting, but to a very great 
extent just public opinion. And upon what ground, I would inquire, 
can any well-founded objection to the policy proposed in this bill be | 
predicate d? I would advocate no policy knowingly in reference to 
this great enterprise, the construction of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road, to the final and speedy success of which the people of the North | 
Pacitic coast, of Oregon, and Washington and Idaho Territories, look 
forward with so much teverish and intense anxiety to relieve them | 
from an isolation that is oppressive in the extreme, that would in the | 
least embarrass them in their financial operations, or render them less | 
able to come forward in a vigorous manner to the final success of the | 
great work. On the contrary, 1 would aid them to a sure and en- | 
during basis of credit. I would say to their bankers beyond the 
seas, “This princely grant of forty-seven million acres of land, | 
amounting in value to over $120,000,000, shall be sold by the Govern- 
ment for your sole protection and benefit as the holders of the bonds 
and interest-coupons of this company, shall be paid into the Treasury 
of the United States from time to time to meet your half-yearly in- 
terest; and any surplus shall constitute a sinking fund to meet the 
principal at maturity.” I would say to them, “ Your trastee is one 
that speculates in neither lands nor stocks; that neither barters nor 
trades in uncertainties, nor indulges in gambling speculations ; hence | 
there is no possibility of either misappropriation of funds, misman- 
agement of the business, or failure of banks.” Isit not apparent at a | 
glance that money-lenders would more readily make a loan on such a | 
security, with the funds managed and held by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in the vaults of the Treasury in the shape of Government 
securities to be paid to them and them only as their interest matures, 
than they would on a simple mortgage on the lands of the company 
the management and disposition of which are left to the company, | 
which, although to-day may be composed of honorable, careful busi- 
ness men, may to-morrow, through a succession of transfers of capi- 
tal stock, be composed of the most profligate and worthless specu- 
lators and prodigal financial and business adventurers ? 

he very fact that under the old system of grants of lands in aid 
of railroads there was opportunity to the company and its corpora- 
tors, directors, stockholders, and managers to speculate in the lands 
granted, with a possibility of disastrous results to all concerned, has 
done very much toward bankrupting railroad companies at home, 
bringing them into discredit abroad, and embarrassing if not entirely 
preventing the prosecution of the work. There is no reason why this 
system should be longer countenanced or permitted. The interests 
of the people and the Government, the security of the bondholder of 
the company’s bonds, and the general success of the enterprise, all 
unite in urging the adoption of the policy enunciated in this bill. 
It is one that will receive the assent of every settler within the lim- 
its of the grant, as well as of all the people interested in the general 
prosperity of the whole country. The interests of the Government 
will be more evenly protected; and in my judgment the credit of the 
corporation, so far from being injured, will be greatly promoted by 
changing its basis of credit from the uncertain management of con- 
atantly changing officials, surrounded as they always are by tempta- 
tions of various kinds born of avarice and augmented by these 
princely grants, to that afforded by the more certain and sure man- 
agement and direction of the Treasury of the United States. 

The eflect of the policy suggested by this bill will reserve every 
foot of the public domain within the limits of this grant tosettlement, 
in limited,reasonable quantities, ata fixed price per acre,one within the | 
reach of every person desiring to settle upon the public lands. It will 
remove, in this particular instance, a mortgage from forty-seven mill- 
ionacres of the people’s land along the line of this road from the Mis- 
souri River to the Pacific Ocean, and which is to-day and has been 
for years a constant menace to the settlement and prosperity of the 
country within its paralyzing limits; while at the same time by the 
removal of this embargo on the rights of settlers and the adoption 
of the system of throwing these lands open to settlement the corpo- 
ration will be greatly benefited, the country along the lines of road | 
will rapidly fill up with an industrious, intelligent, enterprising class 
of people, extensive improvements will be made, towns and cities 
will grow up, the resources of the country will be developed, indus- 
trial enterprises will be inaugurated, and in this manner and by these | 
means a way traffic will be created in advance of the construction of 
the road more than sufficient to pay running expenses. This, in 
connection with the constantly accumulating sinking fund arising 
from the proceeds of sales incident to the settlement of the country, | 
can but result in inspiring capital with confidence in the safety of 
the investment, and thus guaranteeing the successful prosecution of 
the enterprise. But again, the removal of this mortgage and the 
release of the railroad company from the surveys and management 
of these lands lifts a burden from the company in the shape of cost 
of surveys, salaries of officers of their land department, and rents of 
oflices. 

As will be seen from what has already been said, the grant to the 
Northern Pacific company was on the western end, from a point near 
the boundary line between Idaho and Washington Territories at Pend 
d’Oreille Lake, a double or forked one, providing for two lines of | 
road instead of one for a distance of something over three hundred | 
miles each. It will further be borne in mind that, since the first 


grant of 1864, various changes have been made in the line of loe 

tion. For instance, the line down the Columbia River to Por), 5 
was in the original act called the branch, while that across th, _ 
cade Mountains to Puget Sound was called the main line, This a 
changed so that the main line went down the Columbia River, 
Portland, Oregon, and on to Puget Sound, and the company. i 
already completed some one hundred and six miles of this maiy jj, 
from Kalama, on the Columbia River, to Tacoma, their fina! termi 
nus on Paget Sound, What was originally, then, the main line oy, 
the Cascade Mountains to Puget Sound was finally changed 4, 


| branch and now even the branch is virtually abandoned, the , 


pany consenting, as I believe, last Congress, in the bill for an exte, 
sion, which passed the Senate, that the lands for this branch, gop, 
5,500,009 acres, should be remitted to settlement and the constry,. 
tion of that line of the road abandoned by the company. , 

The purpose of Congress in making a double or forked grant for 
hundreds of miles across the Northern Pacitic territory is manifeg. 
while the one great purpose of the whole grant was the constructio, 
of a grand transcontinental railway from the northern lakes to shin 
navigation on the western coast, there was more than this in yiey 
as evidenced by the fact of the forked or double grant to which I hay. 
attracted attention. The object in that regard evidently was to pro. 
vide not so much one central through road from the lakes to the Ocean 
as there was no necessity for a double or forked grant to ac complish 
this end, but it was rather to give to the northwest coast—Orego; 
Washington, and Idaho, with their almost boundless resources—ot he: 
and greater facilities than could possibly be afforded by one lings 
merely extending through that vast region of country. It is oye; 
thirteen years since that grant was made; and time and the actio; 
of the company itself, and of Congress as well, have more than yipdi. 
cated the statement that those grants, in so fur as they related to that 
part of our country, were not located with the greatest wisdom oy 
where they should have been, either by act of Congress or of the com. 
pany, in fixing the line of location in pursuance of the act of Cop 
gress so as to accomplish the great results intended. At the tiny 
this grant was made the almost boundless fields of Eastern Oregon 
and Washington Territory and Western Idaho were comparatively 
uninhabited, untenanted, unpossessed, save by the Indian, and wer 
supposed to constitute a sterile, unproductive, unprofitable portion 
of our country. 

Nogreatermistake, however, wasever made; because to-day unnun- 
bered wealthy, vigorous settlements of energetic, honest pioneers from 
every State of the Union are scattered all over these valleys that wen 
then supposed to be sterile, arid plains, but which have now proved 
to be the most prolific wheat fields on the face of the globe, destined 
to be the bread-house of the world, producing from thirty to forty, 
fifty, and even seventy-five and one hundred bushels in many in- 
stances to the acre, and this, too, without irrigation ; while as a pas- 
toral and mineral region it is unsurpassed by any portion of this con- 
tinent. Hundreds of miles of these settlements are south of the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude, and cannot possibly be benetited 
by the Northern Pacific Railroad. The main line of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad on the south side of the Columbia River to Portland 
and then on to Puget Sound connecting with the completed road at 
Kalama, will give comparatively good railroad facilities to all settle- 
ments and people north of its location and to a considerable extent 
south of its location, while still hundreds of miles of settlements, 
as I have said, in Eastern Oregon, Washington, and Idaho Territories, 
will remain in a great measure unbenefited by its construction. The 
construction of the branch as originally located would accommodate 
a comparative few. And in any event such branch is not national 
but local in its character, and will unquestionably be built without 
national aid. 

The branch, therefore, that the people of that coast desire; the one 
that is national; the one that above all others will bring to them 
speedy relief from their isolation ; the one that more than all others, 
in connection with the Northern Pacific road, will loosen the grasp 


| of transportation monopoly on the Columbia River, and which is to- 


day and has been for years eating up the substance of the people, is 
one leaving the main line of the Northern Pacific on the Columbia 
River at or near Umatilla, Oregon, and connecting with the overland 
road at or near Salt Lake, and which, when completed, would at no dis- 
tant day inevitably extend its course across the continent, thus form- 
ing a great rival road to the Union and Central Pacitic. For some 
character of Government aid to this great enterprise every convel- 
tion of every political party I may say for the past ten years in Ore- 
gon and the Territory of Idaho, and I think I may say also W ashing- 


| ton Territory, have prayed—every Legislature memorialized—and the 
| people to-day, as with almost one united voice, demand that Con- 


gress, in granting further extension to the Northern Pacitic road, 
shall provide that the company sball surrender up for settlement te 
5,500,000 acres of land originally granted for the branch road across 
the Cascade Mountains, and in lieu thereof that their grant be so re- 
adjusted on that end of the line as to give the proceeds of an equal 
number of acres of land, and no more, to aid in the construction o 
this branch through Eastern Oregon, Idaho, and Utah to Salt Lake. 
This the pending bill proposes to do; and any other adjustment of 
extension of this grant, whatever may be said to the contrary, oT by 
whomsoever said, or with whatsoever arguments clothed, would in 
my judgment, and in the judgment of the great body of the people 











I have the honor in part to represent on this floor, be but to 
oe the great commercial wants of the people of Oregon and 
<iis ene ~ 

Territory. 7 
Idaho otherwise would be to turn a deaf ear to a pioneer and worthy 
1. who through countless Indian wars have fought their way 


ple Wi sas ° : 

rr handed and alone to positions of which they may well be proud, 
singie-4s ° 
and whi : : i 
ant aly , hill or valley throughout this vast extent of territory that 
scarce! rarked by the graves of noble men and women and little chil- 


js not u 


iren, Who have fallen by the violent hands of savages. Had that 
road bee n completed the revolt of Joseph and his band would never 


have occurred. The bones of our people, citizen and soldier, would 
not now be bleaching in promiscuous confusion on our hill-sides; nor 
would the rocks for a distance of over two thousand miles across the 
pathless mountains along the line of the military march led by the 
brave, energetic, noble, bat much abused General Howard—a march 
the record of which is not dimmed by that of Sherman to the sea, nor 
in fact by that of any army in any land since nations first learned 
the art of war—be now stained by the bleeding, shoeless feet of a 
brave and unpaid soldiery. The cost to the Government in suppress- 
ing the Modoc, Nez Percés, and Sioux insurrections would have built 
our roads and put an end forever to Indian wars on this continent. 
Railroads in any country, under proper restrictions and regulations, 
are the great civilizers of the age; they are a standing menace to 
parbarism in all its forms; the mighty handmaid of civilization ; they 
dispel savage life, give employment to labor, protection to industrial 
pursuits, promote the general progress, and advance the general pros- 
ywritv of the whole country. 

In order, therefore, to accomplish the end had in view by Congress 
originally in making a double or forked grant to the Northern Pacitic 
over the northwest frontier, namely, to give more and greater and 
better facilities to that section of the country—and which it so much 
needed and deserved—than could possibly be given by one solitary 
line, I have provided for this readjustment of the grant at that end 
of the line, and insist that justice can only be done by granting this 
extension on the terms and conditions here indicated. This bill also 
provides that the line of the Northern Pacific from the headwaters 
of the Columbia at least as far east as Umatilla, Oregon, shall be 
located on the south side of the Colum\fla River co Portland, Oregon; 
then on to connect with their completed road at Kalama, instead of 
on the north side where now located. There are two reasons for this, 
both of which are in my judgment unanswerable. The first is this: 
that every commercial and national argument requires that the road 
should be located on the south side of the river; and there never was 
but one reason in my judgment for its location by the company on 
the north side of the river, as the act of Congress did not require its 
location on that side of the river in preference to the other side, and 
that is that it gave the company a double grant from the fact that it 
located it in a Territory instead of a State. And the second reason 
why it should go on the south side is that the extent of the grant 
should in justice to settlers within its limits be restricted. 

Another feature of this measure, and one, too, which I regard as of 
importance to the interests of all the people in the State of Oregon 
and Washington and Idaho Territories, and in fact to the whole na- 
tion, because it is of national consequence, is that the line of road 
down the Columbia River from the point of junction on the Columbia 
River at Umatilla, Oregon, the city of Portland, passing, as it neces- 
sarily must, through the narrow passes of the Cascade Mountains, 
where there is scarcely room for one road, shall be a common road, 
for the use of both the Northern Pacific and the Portland, Salt Lake 
and South Pass Company, to which last-named company it is pro- 
posed to give the proceeds of the grant along its line from Umatilla 
toSalt Lake. The reason why this should be so is apparent from a 
mere suggestion. The company that constructs a railroad through 
this pass controls it for all time, just as the Oregon Steam Navigation 
Company have, by their superior foresight and enterprise in getting 
control of the river at these cascades at an early day, held control ot 
it since the first settlement of the country, and as they will continue 
to do until the completion of the canal and locks by the Government, 
now under course of construction. These passes in the Columbia 
River constitute the Thermopylw of America. No corporation, there- 
fore, through Government aid or by permission of the Government, 
(lireetly or indirectly, should be permitted to have possession of these 
passes, these great gateways of the commerce of the country, unless 
upon the express condition that the road should, upon terms that are 
Teasonable and just (and for this my bill provides) be open to the use 
of feeding and competing lines. Upon these points section 10 of the 
bill provides as follows: 

Sec. 10, That from the mouth of Snake River, or other suitable point east of or 


at the ‘own of Umatilla, to the city of Portland in the State of Oregon, and the 
‘hsion provided for in this act, is on this express condition: The said Northern 





mes and from the point of junction of the Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass 


tilla _ on the said Northern Pacific Railroad at or near the said town of Uma 
city of Pe lead” of the Columbia River, through the Cascade Mountains, to the 
ter. ther ort as ; the said Northern Pacific Railroad, or, if constructed by the lat 
row for both Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass Railroad, shall be a common 
tien fre — lines, the company constructing the same receiving such compensa 
om = the other as the said corporations may agree upon ; and, if they cannot 
ap ioted tee sueh terms as a commission of three competent persons, to be 
anh beet, net the President of the United States, shall determine to be equitable 

Just, subject to a revision or modification by Congress; and either of said cor 
Porations first making connection from its eastern terminus with the point of junc- 


h entitle them to be heard on this great question. There is | 








» Railroad shall be located and constructed on the sout': side of the Columbia | 
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tion of the two roads as aforesaid shall be entitled to proceed with the construction 
of such common road, unless the same is then constructed as hereinafter provided 
for, and shall be entitled tothe aid herein granted for its construction: Provided 


further, That the extensions, franchises, and privileges granted by this act to the 


Northern Pacitic Railroad Company are on the express condition that such com- 
pany shall. within six months from the approval of this act, commence the con- 
struction of its said railroad either at Portland, Oregon, or, at the option of such com 
pany, at such point on the Columbia River as the said company may select, between 
the town of Umatilla, in the State of Oregon, and the mouth of the Snake River, in 
Washington Territory, and construct and equip eastward, within one year there- 
after, not less than forty miles thereof, and at least fifty miles- each succeeding 
year thereafter until completed - 


Section 11 provides as follows: 





Sec. 11. That if for any cause the said Northern Pacific Railroad Company shall 
not commence the construction of the said common read at the city of Portland 
within six months from the date of the approval of this act as aforesaid, and prose- 
cute the construction of the same, as provided in the preceding section, then the 
said Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass Railroad Company may, within three 
months after such failure either to commence or prosecute as aforesaid, proceed in 
like manner and upon lke conditions to the commencement and construction at the 
city of Portland of such common road, and shall be entitled to the aid granted for 
its construction by completing at least twenty miles of such road within one year 
after such commencement, and at least twenty-five miles euch year thereafter; and 
Congress reserves full power and authority to legislate in respect to the construc- 
tion and operation of such common road, having due respect for the rights of all 
parties: Provided, That, in estimating the amount of compensation which the com- 
pany censtructing the said common road shall receive from the other for the use of 
the road, all public aid shall be taken into consideration. 


The provision providing for the readjustment of the grant and look- 
ing to the construction of the Portland, Salt Lake and South Passroad, 
and for the surrender to settlement of lands along the branch of the 
Northern Pacific across the Cascade Mountains, and also all Jands on 
the main line of the Northern Pacific north of Tacoma on Puget Sound, 
which that company has virtually abandoned by fixing its permanent 
terminus at Tacoma instead of on Bellingham Bay, as originally in- 
tended, is found in the ninth section of the bill, and is in these words: 


Sec. 9. That the extension of time granted by section 1 of this act shall not apply 
to the main line north of Tacoma, nor to the north branch line of said road across 
the Cascade Mountains to Puget Sound, in Washington Territory ; and at the expi 
ration of the time allowed by existing laws for the construction of said main line, as 
originally located north of Tacoma and of said branch, the lands heretofore granted 
therefor, and not then earned by said company by constructing said branch line of 
road, shall be restored to the public domain, to be dealt with as other public lands 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior ; and to give early and direct 
connection by rail between Portland, Oregon, by way of the Columbia and Snake Riv- 
ers, with the Pacific Railroad at or near Salt Lake, that in lieu of the said branch 
grant hereby revealed, an amount of the public lands equal thereto in the aggre 
gate, and no more, under like conditions, restrictions, cnt provisions as are herein 
applied to the main line of the said Northern Pacific Railroad, be, and the same are 
hereby, granted to the Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass Railroad Company, a 
corporation organized under the laws of Oregon by articles of incorporation tiled with 
the secretary of state of Oregon on the 9th day of September, A. D. 1876. and applied 
on the line of their said road between the Columbia River, at or near Umatilla, 
Oregon, and Salt Lake: Provided, That the said Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass 
Railroad Company shall commence the construction of the said section of said road 
at or near the town of Umatilla, on the Columbia River, within six months after the 
approval of this act, and shall construct not less than twenty-tive miles of said road 
within one year thereafter, and not less than fifty miles thereof each succeeding 
vear, and shall complete said road between the Columbia River and Salt Lake within 
four years from the date of its commencement. 


The bill further provides that all even sections within the limits 
of the grant shall be open to settlement under the pre-emption laws 
at $1.25 per acre, and to homesteads in quantities not exceeding one 
hundred and sixty acres. It is also provided that where persons 
who have heretofore taken homesteads within the limits of the 
grant have been restricted under existing laws to eighty acres, they 
shall be entitled to increase the amount to not exceed one hundred 
and sixty acres. These provisions are in section 12, and are in these 
words : 

Sec. 12. That the sections designated by even numbers within the limits of the 
grant upon the main line of the said Northern Pacific Railroad, and upon the line 
of the said Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass Railroad Company, be, and the 
same are hereby, declared to be, from the date of the approval of this act, open to 
settlement and pre-emption, at the price of $1.25 per acre, and to homesteads in 


quantities not exceeding one quarter section or one hundred and sixty acres, to 
be taken in conformity to the existing pre-emption and homestead laws: Provided 


Surther, That all persons who, under the restrictions of the existing laws granting 


lands to the Northern Pacitic Railroad Company, have taken homesteads of not 
exceeding eighty acres, shall have the privilege of increasing the amount of their 
said homesteads, so that the aggregate shall not exceed one hundred and sixty 
acres; this to be done under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 


Protection is also given to pre-emptors and homestead claimants 
whose claims were initiated prior to the date of the receipt of the 
orders of withdrawal at the respective district land offices. Sections 
2 and 3 provide for these cases as follows : 

Sec. 2. That this extension is granted upon the express condition and under 
standing that where pre-emption and Lomestead claims were initiated, or private 
entries and locations were allowed upon lands embraced in the grant to said com- 
pany prior to the receipt of the orders of withdrawal atthe respective district 
land offices, the lands embraced in such entry shall not, be held as within the grant 
to said company, and shall be patented to the parties lawfully entering the same, 
and under the provisions of this section, and m case of abandonment by them 
shall be open to pre-emption and homestead entry only of actual settlers; but the 
company shall be entitled to indemnity therefor, as now provided therefor 

Sec. 3. That entries remaining unadjusted and suspended in the General Land 
Office on account of an increase of price of the even sections within the limits of 
the grant where the same were made. or based upon settlement made prior te the 
reccipt of the orders of withdrawal ‘said at the respective district land offices 
shall be relieved from such suspension, and carried into patent ; but nothing in this 





act shall be construed to affect existing adjus! ments nor to authorize the refunding 
of any moneys received for such lands under existing laws. 


It is further previded that after five years shall have elapsed after 
any section of the road is completed and accepted by the Government, 
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and at any time within five years thereafter, all odd sections oppo- 
site to and conterminous with such completed and accepted sections 
then remaining unsold under the provisions of this bill, may, at the 
option of the company, be sold at public sale to the highest bidder 

for cash, which proceeds shall go to the credit of such company in | 
the United States Treasury in the same manner as proceeds of sales 
to pre-emptors ; but at such public sale it is provided that no land 
shall be sold at less than $1.25 per acre; nor shall any one person be 
pern itted to purel we more than one section; thus preventing the 
possibility of any thing like and all lands remain- 
ing unsold at any such public sale shall thereafter be again open to 
pre emptors and settlers as be iore, | 





i land monopoly ; 


These and some other provisions reserving to Congress the right to 
make such further regulations as shall seem wise to 
saleof these lands, and reservi al land 


facilitate the 
irom pre emption 





© iron and« 





and sale, are found in section 5, and read in this wise 
SI That the said lands included in the grant aforesaid, namely, the odd sec 

tions and opposite to and conterminous with « } ction of 1 1. which shall be 
mpleted and aceepted after the expiration of the time allowed by existin laws | 

for the completion of said road, shall remain open exclusively to settlement and 

preemption until and for at least five years after the completion and acceptance | 

of each section respectively, and until the day appointed for a public sale thereof 


as hereinafter stated; and at any time within tive years after the expiration of the 

© years aforesaid, at the instance and request of said corporation, all the said lands | 
opposite to and conterminous with such completed and accepted section or sections 
of road, and not otherwise disposed of, shall be offered by the United States at public 
sale to the highest bidder in the manner provided by existing laws: Provided, That 
no person shall be permitted to purchase at such ] ublic sale more than one section | 
in all; and no sele of any portion shall be made for a less price than $1.25 per acre. 


And all the lands undisposed of at such public sale shall be open to pre-emption 
and private entry in quantities not exceeding one quarter section, or one hundred 
and sixty acres, to one person, who shall be required to make oath, before receiv- 


ing a certificate of purchase, that he intends in good faith to reside and make im- 
revemer 


ts thereon as provided in the pre-emption laws 
ry its ¢ 


may 


And the United States 
from time to time, make such further regulations as shall 
seem wise and just to facilitate the sales of such of said lands as, having been so 
offered at public sale, remain undisposed of: Provided, That iron and coal lands 
granted to the said Northern Pacific Railroad Company shall not be subject to 
pre-emption and sale under the provisions of this act, but shall be disposed of by 
the Secretary of the Interior under the general laws of the United States appli- 
cable to such lands, and the net proceeds thereof applied for the benefit of said 
company, as hereinafter mentioned. 


ongress 


The bill also reserves to Congress the right to provide by law, as 
circumstances May seem to require, for setting apart annually a por- 
tion of the net earnings of said roads, not exceeding 10 per cent. 
thereof, with which to purchase to redeem at maturity the first 
mortgage construction bonds, 

The bill farther reserves to Congress the right to alter, amend, or 
repeal the act at any time, having due regard for the rights of the 
companies, and also to provide by law against unjust discriminations 
and excessive charges on the part of said companies respectively. 

And now, Mr. President, having called attention to the main fea- 
tures and policy of this bill, which I trust will, on careful investiga- 
tion, commend themselves to the favor of the Senate and the coun- 
try, I, asone of the agents and servants of a deserving and neglected 
people, appeal not to the generosity or magnanimity, but to the jus- 
tice of Congress. I ask to-day for an extension of eight years’ time 
to the Northern Pacific upon the terms and conditions specified in 
this bill. In asking this I am but representing in my feeble way 
the sentiments of a great majority, yes, almost the unanimous wish, 
as I believe, of a people scattered over an area of country in Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho Territories, and Northern Utah, of over three 
hundred and sixty thousand square miles; a country richer in all the 
elements of real wealth and nearly twice as large territorially as 
France with her population of forty million souls; three times as 
large as the kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland witb her popula- 
tion of over thirty millions; larger than all of Austria, Bavaria, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, Switzerland, and Holland combined, with their ag- 
gregate population of sixty million of people. A country two hun- 
dred and seventy-five times larger than Rhode Island, the smallest 
State in the Union, and thirty thousand square miles greater than 
Texas, the largest State in the Union. Eight times as large as the 
great State of New York, and five times larger than the still greater 
State, as my friend from that State would say, of Missouri. And, to 
cap the climax of parallels, larger than all of New England, with 
New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and the 
great State of Missouri thrown in. And in this connection let it not 
be supposed-ior a moment that this vast territory is without people, 
or trade, or commerce, or political, business, or commercial import- 
ance, or that the pioneers of that country in agriculture, in mining, 
in manufacturing, in grazing, in the fisheries, in lumbering, in all the 
industrial pursuits, in the establishment of schools, the building of 
churches, the dissemination of knowledge, and all that combine to 
extend the territorial domain of our physical and moral greatness, 
and which advance our civilization and entitle them to recognition, 
have been in the least slothfal or indifferent. The silver-haired au- 
thor of Thanatopsis could, when he wrote, with propriety say— 

Or lose thyself in the continuous woods, 
Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no sound 
Save his own dashings. 

The scene hes changed since then. Now the busy hum of com- 
merce rises above and drowns the sound of the dashings of that great 
river and indicates the rapid approach of qa near future when not 
alone shall Oregon stand as the sole static sentinePon these distant 
outposts of the Union, for Washington Territory at no distant day 





| wheat crop alone this year will exceed seven million bushels, wo, 


must divide with her the honors of upholding the Federal are 
the busy shores of the great Northwest. 

I well remember Oregon nearly eighteen years ago, 
indeed the—- 


h on 


Those wer, 


Days of the trail and the foot-log, 
And the flying pony express, 
When tne antlered pride of the forest 
Yielded the skin for a dress 
When blankets were parted for leggings 
lied with a buckskin thong, 
While over the mantle the ritle 
liung from an antlers prong. 
Now, to-day with a population of about one hundred and fifty thoy. 
sand souls, and increasing by immigration at the rate of over twe 
live hundred a month, she will export this year nearly fifteen 


|} ion dollars’ worth of products, being an average of about S10 o 


each inhabitant and about 5500 to each voter in the State, yy 
over $7,000,000 in gold coin; while her salmon fisheries, her sardj ee, 
her wool, her lumber, her fruits, rare woods, beef, hides, mineral. 
and other productions will swell the value of her exports to the sy 
named. Portland, the metropolis, situated at the head of ship nav 


| gation, with her population of fifteen thousand souls, is second ‘ 


wealth, business activity, aud commercial importance to no ot} 
seaport of similar size on the continent ; while Astoria, at the mouth 
of the Columbia, has made giant strides within the past few years jy 
increase of population, wealth, and commercial importance, and to. 
day does not hesitate to contend with Portland for supremacy as the 
commercial metropolis. The Portland Board of Trade, in a recep: 
memorial to Congress asking an extension of time to the North Py. 
cific, uses this language in reference to that city: 


Portland, in the State of Oregon, is now a city of 15,000 inhabitants, with an as 
sessed property of $12,113,255; a port at which during the year 1876, 215 sea 
vessels, with a registered tonnage of 167,662 tons, entered ; from which, duri 
same period, canned salmon, wheat, flour, wool, &c , valued at over $10,000,000, wer 
exported ; where two lines of ocean steamers, plying nine large and commodious 
steamships from and to San Francisco, and a line running to Puget Sound, Britis 
Columbia and Alaska, find constant and ever-increasing business; where the Or 
gon and California Railroad and Oregon Central Railroad Companies have thei; 
terminus; and where 62 steamboats, with 4 tonnage of 29,226 tons, are hardly sufi 
cient to transact the inland river trade. 


In this connection I desire to attract attention to a somewhat care- 
fully written article recently published in the San Francisco Journal 
of Commerce and Price Current, on the occasion of the mechanics’ 
fair in that city. It is as follows: 


OREGON AND ITS RESOURCES. 


One of the grandest sights at the pavilion is that afforded by the Oregon display, 
which is immediately to the right of the main entrance. What it has shown has 
surprised many of our people, who did not expect to see the Webfeet show up so 
well. They are, however, wide-awake, progressive, and vigorous, and have in them 
all the elements of healthy progress. The articles exhibited are as follows 

Oregon grain. 

Wheat, oats, barley, andrye are shown in great variety in berry and in straw; 
sheaves of wheat, oats, and rye, from seven to nine feet high, attract much atten- 
tion, especially two ornamental stands of bouquets, prepared by Mrs. Leveridge of 
this city, tastefully and beautifully arranged, supported by cones from the “ever 
green tree.”’ The grain crop of Oregon this year will exceed seven million bushels 
valued at $7,000,000 gold. At the Centennial last year Oregon wheat was in compe- 
tition with wheat from this and other countries and found to weigh three pounds 
more per bushel than al! others, a commercial advantage of considerable import 
ance. Flour of the “ Imperial" brand, Oregon City, and the ‘* Magnolia,” of Albany, 
Oregon, also on exhibition. 

Several medals and diplomas were awarded by Centennial commissioners to 
Oregon exhibitors for fifteen varieties of wheat, five of oats, white rye in grain. 
with straw nine feet high ; again, “ ninety-day white wheat,” grain and sheaf, raised 
upon land neither plowed nor harrowed, and yielding thirty bushels per acre. 
Also upon Oregon flour and oatmeal, all of excellent quality. 












Oregon salmon and sardines. 


Salmon in cans, from the canning establishments on the Columbia River of 
Messrs. Cook & Brother, Booth & Co., Kinney & Co., and Hume & Co.; also from 
the Rogue River, Oregon,*put up by Hume & Co.; all taken from stock, mostly in 
one-pound cans. This product tinds a ready market all over the world, especially 
in Enrope. ; 

Salmon oil and fish guano, prepared by the Astoria Oil Company, from the refuse 
of the canneries, as lard is made from odds and ends of pork-packing establishments. 
The oilis an excellent lubricator and illuminator of good body, and it is said to 
equal sperm. The guano is an excellent ferulizer. 

Another product of the salmon is shown in an article of food prepared and 
put up in small tin cans at Astoria, Oregon, by J. 'T. Burchers, consisting of the 
egg or ree of the fish, called Russian and Columbia River caviar. The same gen 
tleman is als» engaged in utilizing the smal] sardines or anchovies that swarm on 
the coast and the river. These are put up in small square tin boxes, and pr 
nounced a great delicacy. 

Oregon salmon, as prepared for the markets of the world, was exhibited at the 
Centennial of 1876, and awarded medals and diplomas “for,” in the words of th 
judges approved by the commissioners, “ in cans, very great excellence, the prep 
aration being wonderfully soand and of choice flavor.” ‘ Pickled, a very exce- 
lent preparation.” Again, “for good flavor and soundness.” 

Oregon woods, 


Maple, ash, myrtle, and cedar, highly polished, beautiful colors and figures, 3's0 
of a very tine grain, specialiy adapted to ornamental and cabinet work. — : 

Also ship knees of Oregon pine, of immense size, showing an extreme fineness of 
grain and toughness of fiber, even better for ship-building on account of its greater 
durability and lightness than the far-famed oak of the Atlantic seaboard. They 
resemble huge boots standing eight feet high, and when an airy fellow with a pomp: 
ous tone asked what they were, he was told they wero “lasts upon which boots 
were made for the web feet of a State up the coast.” , 

Models of the famous clipper Western Shore and the tug-boat Columbia, built by 
Messrs Simpson, of Oregon material. The former is famous for making the quick 
est trip under sail on record from Astoria to Cork, going over in one hundred an 
one days, and returning in one hundred and four days. She is of twelve hup ich 
and twenty tons measurement, yet carries twenty-two hundred tons of coal, whi 
seems to indicate that Oregon-built vessels are somewhat elastic and expansive 
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' s..htleas the finest model of a sailor with great carrying capacity afloat. death-rate of any of the States, and posseases a and equabdle climate, securing 
She is Co ia ia now on the riverof that name, plying between Astoria and Port- | the perfect growth and development of her legitiz produc 
The ‘ She is ninety feet long, and her builders and owners claim that rhe Oregon exhibit of natural, cultivated, and manufactured products, having 
Le, ee rreate? speed on a smaller amount of fuel than any other tug-boat in | a good location near the main entrance of the building, s le by side with that made 
ene ** st all events, like the Western Shore, she has a splendid record | by this paper, is intensely interesting and instructive Yet it is far from being 
. interests of Oregon amount to nearly $2,000,000 annually, supplying | con plete; it lacks in adisplay of the products of Oregon's manufactures of wooler 
lifornia, South American States, Australia, &c., and is rapidly | machinery, mechanical and agricultural implements, furniture, and paper 
t sport nce | f Oregon hemp, tobacco, vegetables, condensed cider (sold by the i, pound 
on maple were exhibited at the Centennial of 1-7 rhey wer or j r Oregon is the tirst to wake pew cider a staple, casily i 
ired, and awarded a medal and diploma for,’ int words t most t n resembling glu ad t u ces, uf 
: y the commissioners, “rare beauty, extreme f ess of grain cinnabar, and lead; models of her grand fleet iiving steam 
t ness of fiber, and of great value for orna ntal and cabinet interior tera and built upon her soil; pictar 0 2 i scene citae 
Ore on curled maple, for “* beauty of peci ! Also, ** forest ow ind buildings, her educational fa 
terest and variety of the exhibit, some of the specimens of most gigantic no rivalry between Oregon and Caliior . aci 
: strivi its best. The cemmercial advan 3 of ‘ itv o 
Oregon mincra | San I with ite splendid ba na rbor, a< u ) io Ux 
Pies dreased iron and casting, from stock from Prosser mine, Oswego, | ot on h, as we il as the e1 tire Pac Ac coast, Increases j wopulation an 
, Saad Oregon, (Oswego Iron Company,) contributed by General Allen -_ oe tive ~~ — — a e a ore r lap golden 8a an i tm 
a a ian a On } . mror moed be it on } Vv, 1 a ealta, t yer, and with he fuies al open Lo Lhe con 
: ety from vein two feet thick, all pronou by iron experts li ein transit of Asia and Europe, is become the chief cit © coulinent 
Coal Coos Bay and some of the interior counties of Ores 0 considered | I also, in this connection, desire to attract the attention of tine 
1 T! n lL coal mines, and the manufactur of ou, dustry yer }S te to rief newspaper report of : wech recentiv made In 
ter4 ‘ ' t mit : 77 . 11 
o a yh th cargete is aleo shown | General Sherman at Walla Walla, Washington Tervitory 
7 oO m tals which (h wh to pro Ger | Sherman, on coming 2rd. was received with great applaux Lie 
; l Lil ] 2,00 stated that, on starting out on his tour—which was more for pieasure than profit 
athe f ! rt cipated that he weuld be “ tertured” by speechmaking, but he wus 
, Oregon fruits lad to ha the pleasure of acknowledging the honor whic h the citizens of Wallin 
; , . Valla tendered him le briefly recounted some of the incidents of lis trip: had 
) ‘ i fine display Of fresh truit aes ee SE 7. * ARCA ED I i t deal said about the old ‘‘Mullen road" across the mountains. end 
t Astoria, of Jar © an bait s » . AG Te us determined to see and travel ever it himself, and, although he had gone over 
4 pples, and Italian prunes from t railroad nursery at East Portland, | . parts of it which were almest impassable, still be considered that it woul 
0 1 by Mr. Prettyman; then Mess1 netin ’ ——n ultimately be one of the great theret res across the mountains 
Sees Ss prunes, f Clapp , : pe So ’ aid, bad told him that we could raise sixty bushels of wheat to th 
: pl ot. Samer same ps : pom a Uett this « t hought, was too good; he could stand forty 
C. A. D art, 2 ortla a. } oe, aoe teek, | ! the railroad depot, however, and witnessing tbh 
1 Oreg pee ane | ~~ om < trom t amas J ‘ \ shipment and the large number of teams pase 
. ny, Oregon Cisy, Oregon; § crom ¢ reen peas, canned tl tr it, he had come to the conclusion that the 
| a dried and se nt to market fr it! Alden Packing Cor i ee rit lve he had not expecied to see such a tine countr 
Me s. Haas Brothers ; also b U ner at . a 1 ‘though he bad the honor of being calied «a 
I fruits as prepared in Orese 1 : market were exhibited at tne cent had dug Calitornia in early days, be still consideres 
r ‘ tion of Isat ‘ meds PLOMAS, fo int = rds of hone lund ty acres of good land, that would prouuace 
the judges, approved by | ee rr, color, and cor rey bushels to the acre A greater benefactor to mankind than aay 
All of 1 Truita Made a APCD nas ¢ nel He SUS CAD | wold-dieger. He hoped to see this part of the coast become populated and im 
do in this important branch of pr uluctive i and is suft ; f thats raved: tie ly e would ! ae Stat enjoy all the rights of euffrage 
deserved the favorable report made upon |! hit at the Centennial, which read | wh a now dé a : 
re follows lation to our ilities for tra tation. whicl ere ve limited, « 
\ remarkably fine exhibit of fifty kinds of apples and eight kinds of pears iw . ar fo “us he £o ah at . id jn wana ene an ae eae bao 


il wereof unusualexcellence.” Again: “Cherries of remarkable size and excellent | 
pears, ten varieties, of superior excellence and size, beauty, and flaver 





| would step in and aidus. In his opinien the time is not far distant when 


. kabl 1! ae ad ; we would have a canal connecting the navigable portions of the Columbia or « 
varieties of remarkabio excelience, color OT, ANG SIZE; Prunes. | line of railroad by which we would be enabled to ship our products direct tothe se 


“superior, and illustrates how well the State of Org s adapted | poord. fApplaus } 

re;"’ also for “* pears, one cluster of Clapp’s Favorite, containing six | Ghie 

| handsome specimens, an evidence of the remarkable fruitfalness of that 
And this, after a journey of over four thousand miles by express | ago, I submitted to the Senate a report from the Committee on Trans 


Oregon flax and twine. portation Routes to the Seaboard, in which that committee unami 
An important aud growing industry of Oregon is represented by flax in straw as | ously concurred, and which received the sanction of the Senate, 
\, Flax, lint, twine, and thread made therefrom at Albany by a factory just ion of 3150.000 with which to commence 
lished, one of the beneficial results of Oregon's display of flax at the Centen- the construction of 3 nal and lo at the Cascad f the Col 
nial. Upon this subject we quote from report of Centennial commissioners and a — Isl A , a i & Canal and 10C) - au Une a8ca cS 0 ne o1um 
ulges, showing the quality of this material and the oil made from its seed, upon bia River, in which were carefully stated a series of important facts 
which medals and diplomas were issued : ** Very fine quality, extraordinary length, | bearing upon the productive capacity of the State of Oregon and 
1 in of oth . p< » and ailky a aa: an e } , .* ny . . a 
‘| in strength, good color, superior gloss, and silky softness ;” and for the oil | Washington and Idaho Territories, as well as upon the question of 
manufactured at Salem, Oregon, from tlax-seed, pronounced ‘‘of superior quality, ita Socal all a C-ecnmnaaaiiatiaes muah: ame eine aoe ae 
tine color, being clear, fine, and free from sediment, of excellent body and high 1 lad or means 0 ransportation anc he enormous ireicot and 











Mr. President, on the 10th of April, 1876, a little less than two years 














recommending an approp 








merit. | passenger charges towhich the people of that country were then and 
Oregon wools. | still are subjected. I desire to incorporate certain portions of that 


M. T. & A. Wilkins, F. L. Davidson, Joseph Hamilton, and W. T. Herren, con- | report in my remarks, as follows: 
tribute wools. The yie yea > 3,159,000 ls. Thi sar i ' . . a . ‘ . 
—— ool The yield last year amounted to 3,159,000 pound sis year it The Columbia River is in magnitude, and destined to be in commercial impert 
will doubtless exceed that amount and sell for nearly a million dollars in gold. | : : a 1% : : = 
: : : 1 . ance, the second on this continent. It is 515 miles from its mouth to Lewiston" 
That the best imported stock improve in Oregon, owing, it is claimed, to its mild | Shean ae : : . 
ae . a : +) | Idaho Territory. It drains a country larger in extent than all New England, Nev 
climate and green pasturage‘all winter, is attested by the following | p eal " P ‘ ; i ‘ 
Oregon wools: Medals and diplomas were awarded upon woo! from Oregon, ex York, Pennsylvania, ] en and Ghio combined ; inhabited by a people that 
hibited at the centennial of 1876, pronounced by the judges and the commissioners, | se; ee = as of the ai eles “s at per capiia by five times than al 
Merino wool, very fine sime ine rg 7 tanle, very h re. | ut-crowing States of the Mississippi Va ; ; 
— 1, very fine specimens, of fine fiber and good staple, very much re- | ten States. Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minneeuta. Ix 
sembling Australian wool, and giving evidence that Oregon can produce wool of Missouri, Kansas. and Nebraska, the whole product of the wheat crop in 1472-ww 
very great value ;’ again, for Merino wool “‘of fine staple and good strength ;” “for | yee oac nan hnehale 'T a = mane J a : . 
fleece and bed w. . —. a rm Saas : 156,228,000 bushe The whole pepulation in those States is 13,000,000; con» 
leece and combed wool of fine fiber and healthy, resembling Australian; also Ox . : a ae : 
fordshire ar . ? 66 ee 5 : J aaah tan quently they rai about 12 bushels per capita. Oregon's product of wheat the 
rdshire and Lancaster wool ; for three samples of Leicester combing wool, no- t vear exceeded 6.000.000 bushels. (saving nothing about Washington and Idahk 
ticeable for long staple and bright luster;” also, “for a sample of Cotswold wool, eer area : ewe, CURES, (ane Sane © 2 eee ee ae 
with le : ; : Titories,) with a population of about 125,000, or 48 bushels per capita, or tour 
with twelve samples ee by a series of crossings pursned for many years, of times @ wh an th wheat.cvewing Gta n proportion to its povulatics 
high-bred Cotswold buck on high-bred Oxfordshire down ¢ 4.1 1 comb Theae .— as am 2 wi mw ~_S 2 oo Beret pro} ortion = _- = a = 
ag wool retaining the length of the original Cotswold, nt with grea ncreased | nent 5b shel: aes ai 5 000,000 The a d for sced 20,000,000 i enhela 
fineness and softness senc hair.” | ent, 9 bushels per cay , or 6. . > i@y used ior seed a a 
ftness, and total absence of hair making a total of 85,000,000 retained for home consumption, and shipped abou: 
Oregon grasses. 71,000,000 bus! r capita; while Oregon retained for home can 
The natural and cultivated grasses of Oregon, collected in the valleys of the ption less than 1,000,000 bu bipped about 5,000,(.00, or 40 bushels per 
Wallamette and Umpqua, from Portland to Roseburgh, also from the vicinity of As- ta. The whole annual produ all kinds of grain produced in these tex 
toria, and arranged upon the east wall of Mechanics’ Institute Hall, a tmuch | ‘ferred to, including their 700,000,000 bushels of corn, is 1,028,987,00 
attention. principally in consequence of their great length. ‘Timothy grass, from } : Of this amount & ishels are consumed within their own limite 
ve to nine feet, the tallest from near Astoria; length of head, eleven inches. | while they ship 213,021,426 bushels, or about 16% bushels per capita, while Gregor 
9 hard, red top, Hoffman, red clover, mesquite, bunch. wild oats. native red top si ips v t al tot ar vant ot ove’ 40 bushels per capita 
bunch, and other native grasses from two to nine feet high | _ The Pacific coast exported, in 1573, 35 per cent. of all the wheat exported by the 
United States inte foreign count and the State of Uregon and Washington Ter 
ritory furnished over ¢ tenth his amount, and the past year a much greager 
percentage of our wheat exports must be credited to the Pacific coast, and to Gr 






































els, or 54 bushel 
























Miscellaneous articles from Oregon. 
gon also exhibits wooden water-buckets, manufactured at Oregon Cit 
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ng industry there ; a section of Adams's wonderful map, or chart of histor) gon and t rritory of Washington 

4 Oregon production which attracted so much attention and favorable commeuit, As bearing upon ihe question of the capacity of Oregon as a wheat-growing 
“specially from foreigners, at the Centennial; model of a trap to catch salmon; | State, a reference to the reports of the Department of A ulture for the month: 
et Indian canoe or dug-out, representing the old method of navigating | of January and Pet of the present year, discloses the fact that the average 
‘ eee ee in contrast to the new, represented by a spirited painting of | yiel cre, in Orego 3 6.6 bushels more than in California, the average u 
tho te mship George W. Elder and photograph of the City of Chester, both ef | California ! 1 bushel Lin Oregon 17.6. But, notwithstanding this iact, b 
ekill- ann aad a mpeay those sea palaces, glorious triumphs of nautical | reason of su ivantages of transportation possessed by the State of Califer 
pth I ary elk head and horns; model of a life-raft in use on the Oregon | nia, the average price per bu shel was thirty-one cents more in California than jn 
to be of the a bale of hops, a valuable and increasing product of Oregon, destined | Oregon 


greatest importance ; cheeses from Me 





limbu rs. Cranston & Ankeny; also | = l'rom 1 be perceived that Oregon and the North Pacific coas: 
“iy eet; leather from the Hemlock Tannery, Astoria, Oregon, and dogtish oil. | general loping into ene of the finest wheat-growing sectians o 





_Uregon contains at the 
thousand souls—it shoul 
million dollars’ (gold) 


present time a popvlation of about one hundred and fifty | our cont t1 

d be millions—and will this year create at least twelve | cro 

the globe, ay worth of products, and export them to almost every porton | The 

inhabitant. heen” about $500 to every voter in the State, and near! y $10) to ever ’ 

fail ;; 488 never experienced, since its settlement, over thirty years ago, 
ure of its crops ; an 


ere has never been a failure of the wheaz 


ty of Oregen in agricultaral, grazing, ind mineral ponte 
yreciated when it is borne in mind that with its present 
ing and cultivating but a mere fraction of ita aggregaiu 
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d, according to the last United States census, has the smallest | desirable area, it has exported in value the past year $10,176,251, not including 
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overland exports to California and the Eastern States. Included in these, over 
: 000 i lue. while wheat, flour, lamber, salmon, and wool are most im- 
“ t. are oata,. barle apples, plums, potatoes, onions butter, bacon, cherries 
ef hides, eggs, oils. deerskins, pelts flaxseed, cider, hoops, barrel staves, timothy 

seed, hams, lard, blankets, woolen goods, pig iron, furs, hoop-poles, laths, hay, hops, | 

tallow, &« If, with all her disadvantages of isolation and deprivation of trans- | 

rt facilitic f. while! nd hand and foot with fetters such as power and | 
¢ alone can for she sends to foreign markets over 1 per capita each year, 

tmay she not do with these fetters broken, with an occupied territory, a free } 

enterprise, and untrammeled commerce? The wool product alone of Eastern | 
Oregon and Was ton Territory and Northwestern Idaho would, with a free 
Colur 1b to ene we its growth, in a very few years far exceed in its export 


© sum total of the present exports of Oregon | 


{!l the surplus products of Oregon, Eastern Washington, and Northern Idaho 
Cerritories must pass down the Columbia River on their way to the sea, and a 
very large proportion along that portion of the Columbia River obstructed by the 
< ades, at which point it is proposed to make this improvement 

At the Cascades of the Columbia the Cascade Mountains, several thousand feet | 
in } ht, rise abruptly almost the entire distance of the obstruction in the river 


point. leaving scarcely room for a railway track on either side of the 

The Oregon Steam Navigation Company at an early day obtained a charter 

from Congress for the construction of portage railroads around these rapids, by 
ch means that company now holds an absolute monopoly of the commerce | 


of the Columbia between the sea-board and the territory east of the Cascade 
Mountains 


The Committee on Transportation Routes to the Seaboard, in their report to the 
Senate, in discussing this question, use the following language: 

Several years ago the Oregon Steam Navigation Company obtained a charter 
from Congress for the construction of portage railroads around these rapids, by 
which means that company now hold an absolute monopoly of the commerce of 
the Columbia between the sea-board aad the territory east of the Cascade Moun- 
tains. No other persons or companies can engage in the business of transporting 
merchandise on the Columbia River. The freight charges imposed by this com- 
pany are so burdensome as to stifle enterprise and prevent the legitimate develop- 
ment of commerce and agriculture. Wheat worth $1.25 at Portland is worth but 
forty cents at Wallula, only two hundred and thirty miles distant by river. 

For transporting a ton of merchandise from Portland to Umatilla, a distance 
of two handred miles, a freight charge of $25 is imposed. This is at the rate of 
twelve and one-half cents (gold) per ton per mile. The freight charges on wheat 
from Wallula to Portland are $6 per ton on regular boats, twice a week, and $8 per 
ton on special boats 

Che committee, discussing this question, further draw a comparison between the 
rates of transportation by rail and water from Chicago to New York and those for 
transportation by the Oregon Steam Navigation Company on the Columbia River, 
in these words 









rhe average rate of transport from Chicago to New York by the water line is 
only 9.6 mills per ton per mile, and the rate by all rail 12.1 mills. In comparison 
with these rates, the extortionate nature of the charges imposed on the Columbia 
River may be clearly appreciated, * ° ° . ’ . ” 
Again, the committee desire especially to call attention to the importance of im- 
praving that great national highway of the Pawific coast, the Columbia River. * * 
The western part of the Territory of Idaho and the eastern part of the State of 
Oregon and of the Territory of Washington form one of the richest agricultural 
sections on the continent. The Columbia River is, at the present time, the only 
avenue of commerce from this region to the seaboard 
A clearer perception of the manner in which the people of the North Pacific 
coast are held in the grasp of this monopoly, the Oregon Steam Navigation Com- 
pany by reason of its absolute and exclusive control of the waters of the Colum- 
via River, will be had, when it is remembered thai the cost of transporting a bushel 
of wheat from the Mississippi River to Chicago, an average distance of about 200 
miles, is 17 cents per bushel, or 84 cents per bushel for cach one hundred miles; 
that wheat from Chicago to New York, 1,500 miles, costs 32.7 cents per bushel by 
all rail, or 2.2 cents per bushel for each one hundred miles, and from Chicago to 
Liverpool, by way of New York, by sail, the average cost of transportation per 
bushel of 60 pounds, including transportation charges and marine insurance, is 51.7 
cents per bushel, while from Eastern Oregon and Washington Territory to San 
Francisco alone the cost is 85 cents per bushel, and the cost from Walla Walla, in 
Washington Territory, and from the great wheat-growing section of Eastern Ore- 
on to Portland, down the Coiumbia River, inelading reshipments, is from $15 to 
$25 per ton, counting from different points. The average charge per ton per mile 
for shipping wheat from Chicago to New York, water route, is 9.6 wills, or 96 cents 
per ton foreach one hundred miles. From Chicago to New York, all rail, 12.1 mills, 
or $1.21 per ton for each one hundred miles, while from Portland, Oregon, the head 
of ship navigation, to Umatilla, on the Colambia River, a distance of about two 
hundred miles, the cost of transporting a ton of freight by steamboat and railway 
around the portages of the Cascades and Dalles is $25 per ton, or 124 cents per ton 
per mile, in gold coin 


Lhe State of Oregon and the Territory of Washington are divided by the Cas- 
cade Mountains into two nearly equal sections, known as Eastern and Western Ore- 
von and Washington Territory Che Legislative Assembly of Washington Terri- 
tory, in a memorial to Congress, adopted by that body October 11, 1875, uses this 
lbh lage 

Your memorialists, the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Washington, 
would respectfully represent unto your honorable bodies : 

Chat the Territory of Washington is divided by the Cascade Mountains into 
two nearly equal sections, known as tern and Western Washington 

rhat the eastern portion embraces many thousand square miles of superior 
agricultural and grazing lands, unsurpassed for productiveness. 

Phat the estimated quantity of wheat that can be raised in this portion of the 
Territory is twenty million bushels per annum. 

Chat the surplus for exportation, the present year, will exceed one million 
bushels 

Phat the natural and universally adopted outlet for the products of this portion 
of the Territory, as well as those of Northwestern Idaho and Eastern Oregon, is 
by the way of the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean. 

Phat obstructions to navigation exist at the Cascades and at the Dalles of said 
river, which prevent the uninterrupted navigation of the same. 

Phat, owing to these obstructions, the expense of transporting the products of 
Eastern Washington to tide-water is a serious burden upon the people thereof, 
and tends to retard settlement and cultivation, 

Phat the market price of wheat at present at Walla Walla, the principal pur- 
chasing point in Eastern Washington, is 45cents per bushel, while at Port sal, in 
Oregon, a distance of only 280 miles by water, it is $1 per bushel, showing that the 
cost of a for this short distance, which is paid by the farmer, is 55 
cents per bushe 

Chat the report of Brevet Brigadier-General Michler, of the Engineer Corps, 
shows that these obstructions can be entirely removed by the construction of short 
canals and of locks : 

Phat the oo sent population of Eastern Washington, Idaho, and Eastern Oregon, 
which would be directly and immediately benefited by the removal of these ob- 
structions and by the free navigation of this river, is about thirty thousand, and a 
very large proportion of whom are engaged in agricultural pursuits. 

“Your memorialists would therefore respectfally pray that an adequate appropri- 








| conventions, while from the people of the North Pacific coast general) 


| higher interests of the people and of the country. And in making 
| this statement I feel that Ido but give utterance to the almost unap). 


DECEMBER 7. 





es 
ation may be made to remove these obstructions, and thus induce settlemen; , 
cultivation in one of the finest wheat-growing regions on the continent —— 
For several years past Congress has been memorialized in a like manner , 
stantially, by the Legislatures of the State of Oregon and of the Ten 
Idaho and Washington, by boards of trade, associations of grangers. , 
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to be a universal demand for this improvement; and, in view of the facts 


presented, your committee are of the epinien that an appropriation for this 
provement should not be delayed. ” 

One other remark and Iam done. It has been suggested that thy 
Northern Pacitic Railroad Company would not accept the terms jy 
posed by this bill. Ido not know that this suggestion comes {yoy 
that company, but if it does I should be disposed to regard jt jy, », 
other light than a bid for better terms at the expense of the pub 
interests. The bill may be imperfect in detail, and may reqy 
amendment in these particulars; but any material departure fro, 
its fundamental features, either in reference to the location of t) 
grants or disposition of the same, would in my judgment after maty 
reflection be to make an inexcusable surrender to a grasping cor 
ration by subordinating to their demands the more important 


re 
}0- 


and 


mous judgment of the people west of the Rocky Mountains, who ay 
more directly interested in this enterprise. No, Mr. President, the 
provisions of this measure must not be limited or controlled by th 
cupidity of corporate power. That dominant trait in the character 
of Oliver Twist, and so fully exemplified in the history of the lives 
of many private corporations, would in such an event inevita)); 
elevate individual interests above that of the masses; and though , 
grant princely in its nature may be tendered, though the proceeds of 
the sale of forty-seven million acres of the public domain may ly 
offered, the cry of “Give us more” would still be the greedy response 
of insatiate corporate power. While, therefore, the Northern Paciti 
Railroad Company may insist on “more” in this particular instance 
than this bill concedes, that they will accept this measure, in a! 
respects just and meritorious as it is to all concerned, there can be 
no room for doubt. 

I move that the bill be referred to the Committee on Railroads, 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not rise to say anything for 
or against this bill. It is a measure of far too great importance for 
any one to speak upon it without careful preparation. ‘To say noth. 
ing of other facts, one fact alone will show the immense importance of 
thisbill. If theSenator from Oregon correctly interprets the law (and 
without having examined these statutes myself but having listened 
to him with great attention I think he does) this company was bound 
to finish its road by the 4th of July, 1877, a date that is now past, and 
not having done so, Congress has a perfect right to declare the grant 
of lands made to the company so far as they have not been patented 
to it, or so far as it has not become entitled to patents, absolutely for- 
feited. I presume that the number of acres of land to which th 
Government would thus resume title free from any claim of the com 
pany cannot be estimated at less than forty million acres. 

Mr. MITCHELL. About forty millien. 

Mr. THURMAN. This bill, then, practically, is a grant to the con- 
pany of forty million acres of land. Whether it is right under the 
circumstances to waive the forfeiture, to waive our right to this land, 
and in effect regrant it to the company, is a matter for considerate! 
when the committee shall report upon the bill; but the fact that 
forty million acres are involved in this bill makes it a subject of im- 
mense importance. , 

Then the other considerations mentioned by the Senator, especially 
the importance cf this road to the extremely interesting country 
which he has so eloquently described, are also matters of great weight 
and to be taken into consideration; but it is not to speak upon the 
bill that I arose. The Senator has given the Senate in the speech be 
has just delivered a vast mass of most valuable facts; but there ar 
some facts that he has not referred to, to which I wish to call his at- 
tention; and in order to do so I have written down some questions 
which I will read, and if he is not prepared to answer them now alte 
I have read them all—for I will not stop for an answer to each one— 
I hope they will be considered and reported upon by the committe 

Mr. MITCHELL. I shall be glad to hear them now. 

Mr. THURMAN. They are not many, and I will read what I have 
written all through before the Senator need say anything about! 

First. How many acres have been patented to the company! 

Second. How many acres, if any, is it now entitled to for which it 
has not received patents ? 

Third. How many miles of road have been constructed and W here 
are they? 

Fourth. What mortgage or mortgages has the company execu 
and what do they covert 

Fifth. Has not the first mortgage of the company been fore losed 
and the road, &c., sold; and, if yea, when did the sale take pict 
who were the purchasers, for what sam was the sale made to the . 
and have they organized a new company, and has the franchise t 
a corporation passed to the purchasers, and, if yea, has the old corp 
ration ceased to exist ? : 

Sixth. What amount of bonds did the old company issue and is 
there any provision for their payment? a 

And, I might have added, if this bill passes will there be any 2° 
whatsoever ever to pay a cent upon them? f 

These are the questions, and I might have written a number 0 
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hers that are interesting, upon which, if I heard the speech of the 
ee rightly, (and I listened carefully to every word of it,) no 


light has yet been shed, and they are questions which I think ought | 


ve answered. . : : 
" MITCHELL. The Senator from Ohio has submitted certain 


terrogatories which I think are very pertinent, and will be matter | 
interrogé . : 


for serious consideration when this bill goes before the committee. 
Iam now prepared, so far as I am concerned personally, to answer 3 
number of the interrogatories suggested by the honorable Senator from 
Ohio. For instance, he asks how many acres have been patented to 
the company. He also asks how many acres, if any, the company is 


now entitled to for which it has not received patents. Third, how | 


many miles of road have been constructed and where are they. 

| will state, for the information of the Senator from Ohio, that 
about a month ago I had the honor of introducing a resolution in this 
body calling upon the Secretary of the Interior for information upon 
these several subjects. That information has been furnished. Ina 
communication from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitted to the 





| 


Senate on the 14th day of November, a number of the questions sub- | 


mitted by the Senator from Ohio are answered. 
Mr. THURMAN. Suppose you have it read. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I will read it: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington D. C., November 14, 1877. 
siz; Pursuant to Senate resolution of the 8th instant, I have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith copy of the report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
under date of yesterday, concerning the Northern Pacific Railroad, under the sev 
eral heads specified in the resolution. . 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
; C. SCHURZ, 
Secretary. 
Hon. WittiaM A. WHEELER, 
Vice-President, and President of the Senate. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. U., November 13, 1877. 


Sin: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Senate resolution of the 8th 


instant, requiring the Secretary of the Interior to communicate to the Senate a 
statement of the number of miles of railroad completed by the * Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company under and in pursuance of the acts and resolutions of Congress 
making grants of land to such company, and where constructed, and whether in a 
continuous line; and also what changes, if any, have been made by such company 


in the location of the line of their road, or any part thereof, and when made, and | 


whether such changes have been recognized and approved by the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, or the Secretary of the Interior ; and also a full statement 


of the number of acres of land patented to such company under the acts and reso- | 


lutions making a grant of lands in aid of the construction of said railroad, and 
where such lands are located.” 

In answer. I respectfally report the following : 

1. Miles of road completed ; 


Miles. 
iene CE, Sh OUI TO OE so. 0 i once con cecvcceces ccsene veces 228 
Dakota division, a continuous lime of... .... ...... 0.222 enn cence cece ses 196. 4 


Washington Territory, a continuous line from Kalamo to Tacoma. ...... ts 


caet edb tbicnte tudchhadewicsbee tenadedvdewesundenwentececssoces 

2. Change of read-line : 

In Minnesota, through the counties of Carlton, Itasca, Cass, and Wadena, map 
of which was approved by the Department October 12, 1870, and the withdrawal of 
the lands made by this office November 7, 1870. 

3. Amended line of road from the eastern boundary of Washington Territory to 





a point opposite the mouth of the Walla Walla River, map of which was approved | 
by the Department February 21, 1872, and the lands withdrawn by this office March | 


30, L872. 

4, The number of acres of land patented make the total area of 743,493.44 acres, 
which are located in Minnesota. 

In this connection I desire to state that by letter of Charles B. Wright, president 
of the company, dated the 9th instant, he states that thirty-one miles of said road 
have been constructed eastwardly from Tacoma, in Washington Territory, upon 
the branch line, as shown on map filed by the company August 9, 1876, but which 
has not as yet received the fi approval of the Department, but no evidence 
thereof has been submitted. 

The resoluti n and wrapper are herewith returned. 

l am, sir, very respectfully, 
J. A. WILLIAMSON, 


Hon, C. Scuurz, Commissioner. 


Secretary of the Interior. 


| eration of the resolution? The Chair hears none, and the question 


This information is transmitted to us by the Secretary of the In- | 


terior. I desire to state, however, in reference to this statement of | the resolution ?” [Putting the question.] The resolution is agreed to. 


the Secretary of the Interior, that Mr. Wright, the president of the 
company, has stated that thirty-one miles of the seed have been con- 
structed eastwardly from Tacoma, in Washington Territory, on the 
branch line. For myself, I do not understand that those thirty-one 


miles have been constructed on any branch line that the company | 
was ever authorized to construct. I do not believe they are entitled | 


to land for the construction of these thirty-one miles. 
é Mr. McMILLAN. That is a difference of opinion between the 
Senator and the company. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Certainly, it is a difference of opinion. The 
company claims that it is a branch line; I concede that it so claims. 

a McMILLAN. That extent of road is completed, however, I 

eve, 

Mr. MITCHELL. That extent of road, I believe, is substantially 
completed; but it never has been accepted by the Government, nor 
has the Department of the Interior ever consented that the line of 
this branch road, which was originally from Pend d’Oreille Lake 
aToss to Puget Sound, should be changed to the line upon which 
these thirty-one miles have been built. hey distinctly say here that 
it has not received the approval of the Department and that no evi- 


| E. Evans, a citizen of Louisiana—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


| soldier—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 








dence thereof has been submitted, but it is simply a letter from the 
president of the company. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Will the Senator allow me to say, in regard to 
the extent of road completed from the eastern terminus, that the road 
is completed and the cars are running regularly upon it from the head 
of Lake Superior to the Missouri River through the State of Minne- 
sota and Dakota Territory ? 

Mr. INGALLS. To what point on the Missouri River ? 

Mr. McMILLAN. Bismarck; and twenty miles beyond that are 
graded and prepared, I am unofficially informed. 

Mr. MITCHELL. It is also true that one hundred and six miles 
of road have been completed from their proper terminus, as I under- 
stand it to be, on Puget’s Sound, from Tacoma to Kalama, on the 
Columbia River. 

Mr. THURMAN. Can the Senator answer my question about the 
sale of the road ? 

Mr. MITCHELL. I am not prepared to answer any question in 
regard to the sale of the road, or in regard to the reorganization of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. Those are matters which I 
think merit consideration, and should be carefully considered by the 
committee when this bill comes before the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. Can the Senator answer the last question ? 

Mr. MITCHELL. I simply desire to refer to one other question 
submitted by the Senator from Ohio. I have an answer in my own 
mind to every question suggested here, but 1 prefer, as this bill is 
going to the Committee on Railroads, to defer the further discussion 
until the bill comes before the committee for consideration. I am 
very glad, however, I will say, that the Senator from Ohio has made 
the suggestions which he has, because I think they are matters of 
vital importance, and matters which should receive the careful con- 
sideration of the committee. I move that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Railroads, with the pending amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 



























































































































































HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 
referred as indicated below : 

The bill (H. R. No. 1104) for the relief of John Pulford—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1679) for the relief of Catharine and Sophia 
Germain—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1335) for the removal of the political disabili- 
ties of William A. Cornwell, of Georgia—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1897) to remove the political disabilities of W. 













































































The joint resolution (H. R. No. 62) appropriating $200 to defray 
expenses of transferring the remains of Pancoast Loose, a deceased 


















HOLIDAY RECESS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following con- 
current resolution from the House of Representatives : 
Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United States, (the Senate concurring 


therein,) That when the two Houses adjourn on Saturday, Dece.aber 15, 1877, they 
stand adjourned until twelve o'clock on Thursday, January 10, 1878. 


Mr. CONKLING. Ready as we are, as much now as we ever shall 
be, to act upon this, and concerning the convenience of every Sena- 
tor, as it does, to know what the order of the two Houses is to be, I 
hope the Senate will proceed to consider the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- 




































































is, will the Senate agree to the same ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The resolution fixes the commencement of the 
recess on Saturday, which is an awkward day. I would suggest 
Friday, the 14th. 

Mr. RANSOM and others. No, I would not change it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. To everybody it is just the same, practically. 

Mr. CONKLING and Mr. SARGENT addressed the Chair. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, “ Will the Senate agree to 
























































Mr. CONKLING. I intended to put up a feeble prayer in aid of 
the Senator from Rhode Island, but I acquiesce in what has been 
done. 

Mr. SARGENT. I supposed the Senator from New York had the 
floor. I was claiming the attention of the Chair before the vote was 
taken. I desired to remark upon the resolution that it seems to me 
to be a very long adjournment and one we may regret when we get 
toward the dog-days; that is all. If the resolution has passed, of 
course I am out of order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution has passed. 

Mr. SARGENT. I tried to make that suggestion when in order. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Senate now adjourn. 
















































































PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS, 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I desire this morning to call up the concurrent 
resolution which I submitted yesterday and have it considered, if 
agreeable to the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do not do that to-day. 


Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator from Ohio wish to speak to 
the resolution himself ? 
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Mr. MATTHEWS. I expect to do so. No. 1922 ) authorizing Andrew B. Travis to make application to th 
Mr. CONKLING. I mean, does he wish now to speak to it? Commissioner of Patents for the extension of his patent for pow and 
Mr. MATTHEWS. I did intend to do so. | useful improvements in seed drills and cultivators; Which was ry ud 
Mr. CONKLING. Then I withdraw my motion to adjourn. I cer- | a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents . 
tainly do not wish to make a motion inconvenient to the Senator. | ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MATTHEWS. I desire to have the matter taken up for con- IMPROVEMENT OF ILLINOIS RIVER, 
lera ' { ug able t« the majority of the Sen me. it Mr. KNAPP, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill H. RX 
CONKLING. Certaint: the senator wants to proceed, 1 1923) for the improvement of the Illinois River: which Was Teg 
Intist creeuble to the Senate, | think. Oo} 1] tl first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerc 
' Vis , 1e Ser } ie { . res- ° 
Phe VICE-PRI SIDI NT. The Senator crm. - » calls oP 16 re ordered to be printed. 
‘ t submitted by him yesterday, which will be reported, CUINESE IMMIGRATION. 
(he Chief Clerk read the resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. via oa F : . 
. am Mr. SHELLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H, R.» 
Mr. MATTHEWS. I desire, before proceeding with the considera- 1924) to regulate Chinese immigration; which was read a firs 
sre tion, to have a few verbal errors corrected. The first | Second time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, 
in the third recital, where the conjunction “and” is a mis- | ordered to be printed. 
! for the verb “are ;” so as to read: MESSENGER FOR COMMITTEE ON WAR CLAIMS, 
ss all bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under the act Mr. SHELLEY also, by unanimous consent, submitted th: 
t An ac » provide for the resumption of specie payments approved . : . . m 
41 Ire Pe | ing resolution; which was read, and referred to the Commit; 
: ' tal. Tl sii Accounts: 
Secon orrection Océ sin the recital. ne conyunction ‘ . . 
i col le rrecti Ay ur ; 7 tl 7 om th ae 1 a ee left Resolved, That the Committee on War Claims be, and they are hereby 
: efore the word declared” in the fourth line shoul e@ le t employ a messenger for the present session of Congress, at the rate of « 
out, so as to read | tion of a laborer 
| : i 
W he 1s at the date of the passage of said act of Congress last aforesaid, to wit, | THOMAS F. YOUNGS. 
the 14 day rs J ly vs _ es vy eae ees ae _—— | Mr. COVERT, (by request, ) by unanimous consent, introduc 
cat ‘ cles Iver dollars o he weight of 24 gr 8 cach, CIATO the @ | r aS . . —— . > 
mothe ig ; 18 1837. &e . F bill (H. R. No. 1925) for the relief of Thomas F. Youngs, of \ 
, < | York City, assignee of Byron K. Stevens; which was read a first 
Phe third correction is in striking out the word “enacted” and in- | second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ot 
erting the word “resolved” where it has been erroneously printed. | ¢5 je printed. 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair.) Those 


ections will be made. 

MATTHEWS. Now, Mr. President, at the suggestion of sev- 
el Senators, I move that the resolution again lie on the table, with 
the notice that it will be called up on Monday for consideration. 
Jj 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr 


Mi 


EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

KIRKWOOD. A committee of which I am a member wishes 
o have some executive business presented, and I would be glad to 

have an executive session long enough for that purpose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from lowa moves that 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 

sideration of executive business. After eight minutes spent in exec- 

utive session, the doors were reopened, and (at two o’clock and forty 

minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned. 


the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, December 7, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON. 
rhe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD, 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1919) amendatory of and supplementary to the act 
entitled “An act to incorporate the Texas Pacitic Railroad and to aid 
in the construction of its road, and for other purposes,” approved 
March 3, 1871, and the several acts amendatory of and supplementary 
thereto; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 

Mr. COX, of New York, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(Hi. R. No. 1920) to organize the life-saving service; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BENJAMIN BABB AND OTHERS. 


Mr. EDEN, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on War 
Claims, reported back the petition of Benjamin Babb and others, of 
Memphis, Tennessee, for relief, and moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same and that it be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Che motion was agreed to. 

CLERKS FOR SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 

Mr. BREWER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1921) authorizing the Secretary of War to employ additional clerks 
for the Surgeon-General’s Office, and to appropriate money to pay 
the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW B. TRAVIS. 
Mr. BREWER also, by unanimous consent, introdced a bill (H. R. 


Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. It is so ordered, unless there be ob- 





| City; 


MAX BEEBER. 
Mr. COVERT also, (by request,) by unanimousconsent, introduc: 
a bill (H. R. No. 1926) for the relief of Max Beeber, of New \ 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the ( 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
GEORGE TAYLOR. 
Mr. COVERT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R 


| No. 1927) granting an increase of pension to George Taylor; wl 


was read a first and second time, referred tothe Committee on Inva 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF NAME OF STEAM-TUG. 

Mr. ROBERTS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R.\ 
1922) to change the name of steam-tug C. M. Whittaker to Carolin 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee o 


Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMITTEE CLERK. 
Mr. BRAGG, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso! 
tion ; which was read and referred to the Committee of Accounts 
Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Just 


and the Committee on Expenditures in the War Department be entitled to a cl 
conjointly. 


HENRY B. BECKMANN. 

Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. \ 
1929) for the relief of Henry B. Beckmann ; which was read a first an¢ 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, an 
ordered to be printed. 


ELIZABETH WINTERS. 

Mr. BANNING also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R 
No. 1930) granting a pension to Elizabeth Winters; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF NEW RIVER. 


Mr. PRIDEMORE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
No. 1931) for the improvement of New River; which was read a firs 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and order 
to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HALE. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like if the gentleman would not 
-all for the regular order immediately. The Chair has been by una 
mous consent recognizing gentlemen on his right, and it would 
scarcely fair to gentlemen on the other side of the House to insist 00 
the regular order at this time. 

Mr. HALE. I think that those gentlemen who desire to introdu 
bills had better wait until Monday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would prefer that they should wai! 


| until Monday; but as he has already received some, will now receive 
| others. 


SETTLERS UPON PUBLIC LANDS IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. STEWART, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. i 
No. 1932) for the relief of settlers upon certain lands in the State 
Minnesota heretofore granted or reserved to the said State for Tal 
road purposes ; which was read a first and second time, referred © 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY T. THOMPSON. s 

Mr. LORING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. Ne 
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1933) for the relief of Mary T. Thompson, widow of William Thomp- 
con, Jate second lieutenant Company I, Twelfth Regiment New York 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
(Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


LETTERS-PATENT. 
LORING also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 


i034) to extend letters-patent heretofore issued to Joseph W. 


which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Com- | 


re " » Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


ISAAC TAYLOR. 


LORING also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. | 


1935) to adjudicate losses incurred by Isaac Taylor, owner of the 
» Alvarado, of Boston, Massachusetts ; which was read a first and 
syd time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 

rite d. 
MRS. EUGENIA R. HUTTON. 
Mr. O'NEILL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
for the relief of Mrs. Eugenia R. Hutton; which was read a 
Jommittee on War Claims, and 


TOY 
first and second time, referred to the C 
rdered to be printed. 
FRANCISCO DE COSTER. 

Mr. STRAIT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1937) for the relief of Francisco De Coster; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


( 


WILLIAM R. MUIR. 


Mr. STRAIT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R 
No, 193") for the relief of William R. Muir; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL J. OLMSTEAD. 

Mr. STRAIT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1930) to direct that patents be issued to Samuel J. Olmstead for 
certain lands in the State of Minnesota; which was read a first and 
md time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 


BeC( 


JOHN THOMAS. 

Mr. STRAIT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bil] (H. R. 
No. 1040) granting a pension to John Thomas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN C. FENSCKE. 

Mr. STRAIT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1941) granting a pension to John C. Fenscke; which was read a 
d second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

NORTH AMERICAN PAVING COMPANY. 

Mr. STRAIT also, (by request,) by nnanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No, 1942) for the relief of the North American Neufcha- 
tel Rock Paving Company; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 


first az 


MAJOR GRANVILLE O. HALLER. 


Mr. JACOBS introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 63) requiring 
the assembling of a court to inquire into the case of Major Granville 
Q. Haller; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


NATHANIEL ROWELL. : 

Mr. JAMES, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1943) for the relief of Nathaniel Rowell; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

RAILROAD IN OREGON. 


_Mr. THOMPSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1944) amendatory of an act entitled “An act granting lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from Portland to 
Astoria and MeMinnville, in the State of Oregon ;” which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CALVIN ADAMS. 


or. ERRETT, by unanimous consent. introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1945) for the relief of Calvin Adams; which was read a first and sec- 
- ae referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
inted, 

JOHN M'INTYRE. 


on HARMER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
v®)) granting a pension to John McIntyre; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


now call for the regular order of business. 

I ask the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] to 
ra resolution which is of some importance. 

What is it about ? 


Mr. HALE. I 
Mr. CLYMER. 
Yield to me to offe 
Mr. HALE. 


we ought to remember that every week of adjournment at this time 


_Mr. CLYMER. It is to provide for an inquiry as to the preserva- 
tion of the records of this House frem damage or destruction by fire. 
Mr. HALE. That may be necessary at once, and I will yield for 
| that, but no further. I think it is a great deal better that the morn- 
ing hour of Monday be preserved for the introduction of bills and 
| joint resolutions for reference. My object in calling now for the 
| regular order is that we may have the time set apart under the rules 
for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleima 
other gentleman, can accomplish 
regular order of business. 

Mr. HALE. I will withhold the call for the regular order until 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLyMER] has submitted the 
| resolution he indicates. 


from Maine, [Mr: HALE, ] or any 
hat object by insisting upon the 


n 
t 
t 


PRESERVATION OF VILES. 

Mr. CLYMER. I ask consent to submit for consideration and adop- 
tion at'this time the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be authorized to inquire into and ex- 
amine the condition and safety of the records and files of the House and report 
any changes they may deem expedient to secure their preservation from fire er 
from destruction in other ways. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest a single objection to 
that resolution. It should be directed to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and not to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. CLYMER. I will modify the resolution in accordance with 
the suggestion of the Chair. 

The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

Mr. CLYMER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution, 
as modified, was adopted; and also moved that the motion to recon 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE RECORDS AND 


HOLIDAY RECESS. 

Mr. WOOD. (am instructed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to report the resvlution which I send to the Clerk’s desk, and upon it 
I call the previcus question. 

The Clerk rea: as follows: 

Resolved by the Hause of Representatives, ( the Senate concurring therein, ) That when 
the two Houses adjourn on Saturday, December 15, 1877, they stand adjourned 
until twelve o’cloc}# on Monday, January the 7th, 1878 

The question ‘vas upon seconding the previous question. 

Mr. BUTLER. I would suggest to the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means [Mr. Woop] to fix the 10th of January as the 
date of reassem)ling. 

Mr. WOOD. I think we have made the time far the recess long 
enough. 

Many MEMBERS. Make it the 10th of January. 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask the gentleman from New York to yield to me 
| for a single suggestion to the House. The 7th of January will be 
Monday, and in order to be here on that day members must eithe1 
get here on Saturday or travel on Sunday. I propose, therefore, that 
the time for the reassembling of Congress be fixed for the 9th of Jan 
uary. I appeal to gentlemen on the other side of the House to re- 
member that the 8th of January is a well known democratic holiday 
{laughter ] and we ought not to sit here on that day. If we meet here 
on the 7th we shall undoubtedly adjourn over the &th, and we may 
as well come here on the 9th. I hope the gentleman will allow that 
amendment to be offered. 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] 
will promise to conform to all democratic practices and principles, | 
will consent tohis amendment. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. BUTLER. I move tostrike out ‘‘ Monday, the 7th,” and insert 
“Wednesday, the 9th.” 

Mr. GARFIELD. Will the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
allow me to say a single word? 

Mr. WOOD. I will yield to my colleague on the committee. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have no objection to the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER, ] provided a cor- 
responding change is made in the first date fixed by the resolution. 
I do not think this House ought to adjourn over for more than three 
full legislative weeks. This adjournment to the 9th of January, as 
proposed, would make the recess substantially four full legislative 
weeks, for that would be so near the end of the week that hardly 
anything would be done, and that week would be lost for all practi- 
cal purposes. I think that now, while we are having cool weather, 





Vou D] 


will push us so far into warm weather next summer. If a change is 
made in the first date as well as in the last, I do not think there will 
be any objection. 

Mr. WOOD. I concur with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GaR- 
FIELD.] Still I think the two additional days, for the reason stated 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] would vot be 
objectionable, especially as those living in distant States will require 
some four or five days to enable them to gethere. I think, therefore, 
the 9th of January is as early and as late as we ought to make it. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I would suggest that this adjournment is pro- 
posed for the Christmas holidays and until after New Year. The 
House should meet again as soon as members can return here after 


| New Year. If they will start on the 2d of January there will be no 
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difficulty in every member being here by Saturday. The commit- | mashes. Under the law they were charged a tax upon 80 per cent. 
tee in considering this subject also considered the proposition of | of all the spirits that their stills were regarded as having the capacity 
meeting again on Friday or Saturday after New Year, so as to provide | to produce, whether they actually did produce that quantity or yo; 


for a reassembling of Congress as early as possible. 


best to postpone the day of meeting until Monday, the 7th. Every 


member, I believe, excepting those from the extreme Pacific coast, | 
can be here by Saturday, so that there will be no necessity for travel- | 


ing on Sunday to get here. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I think that Saturday is a very bad day upon 
which to take this adjournment. If that day be fixed, many of us 
will be obliged to travel on Sunday to get to our homes. I propose 


that we fix the 12th instead of the 15th. 
Mr. BUTLER. By request of a great many members, I will modify 
my amendment so as to name Thursday, the 10th, instead of Wednes- 


dav, the 9th. 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the demand of the gentle- 
man from New York, for the previous question upon the original 


resolution and the amendment. 
Che previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 


Mr. WOOD. I understand that there is a mistake ; that the clerks 


have the motion “Thursday, the 10th,” instead of “Wednesday, the | 


9th.” 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts[Mr. BUTLER] 
indicated his desire to modify his amendment so as to fix the 10th of 
January as the day for reassembling. 

Mr. WOOD. I did not accept the amendment in that form. 

lhe SPEAKER. The gentleman has no right to accept the amend- 
ment in any form. 

Mr. BUTLER. As there seems to be objection to my amendment 
in its present shape, I will modify it tothe form originally proposed ; 
that is, to name the 9th as the day of meeting. 

Several members objected to the modification. 

The SPEAKER. As the previous question has been seconded and 
the main question ordered, the gentleman has no right to modify his 
amendment except by unanimous consent; and there is objection. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam like the man who attempted to please every- 
body and succeeded in pleasing nobody. [Laughter.] 

The question being taken on agreeing to the amendment of Mr. 
BUTLER, to strike out “ Monday, the 7th,” and insert “ Thursday, the 
10th,” there were—ayes 130, noes 80. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, there being—ayes 37, noes 
172; less than one-fifth voting in the aflirmative. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The question being then taken on the resolution as amended, there 
were—ayes L61, noes 30, 

Mr. CONGER. 1 call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, there being ayes 17, noes not 
counted. 

So the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted, and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, what is the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the morning 
hour now begins at ten minutes before one o’clock; and this being 
Friday the committees will be called for reports of a private nature. 
The Chair will state that this is “ objection day.” 


JOHN F,. SUTHERLIN & BROTHER. 


Mr. GARFIELD, from the Committee of Ways and Means, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 1951) for the relief of John F. Sutherlin & Brother, 
of Parke County, Indiana; which was read a first and second time. 
The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue to settle the claim or account of the United States 
against John F. 
distillers, upon the following terms: Their survey shall be fixed from 
the beginning at two gallons and seventy-five hundredths of a gallon 
of proof-spirits per bushel of grain; and on that measurement of ca- 
pacity their accounts shall be settled and adjusted. No damages or 
interest shall be charged against them in adjusting their accounts. 
The amount found to be due against them on the above basis is the 
amount that they shall be required to pay to the United States. 
Mr.GARFIELD. Thisisa unanimous report. The billis designed 
to remedy a difficulty which has arisen in adjusting the account with 
a tirm of distillers. Some farmers of Indiana who were not familiar 
at all with the business of distilling spirits from grain, though they 
had distilled brandy from fruit, undertook the business of distilling 
spirits in the usual way. They established a small distillery, and in 
72, their distillery was surveyed by the collect- 


the month of June, 1872, 
or. Its capacity was fixed at fifty-eight and one-half busbels of grain 


per day, three and one-half gallons of spirits from each bushel. The | 


collector said at the time that he believed they could not produce 
that amount from each bushel, but under his instructions from the 
Department he felt that he could not put it at a lower figure. In 
point of fact, when they came to run their distillery they found that 
they produced considerably less than three and one-half gallons per 
bushel, and in addition to this they were compelled, in consequence 
of their inexperience, to throw away during forty days five whole 


Sutherlin & Brother, of Parke County, Indiana, | first consideration in the Committee of the Whole on the Private 


It was thought | 


As a matter of fact they produced far below their capacity gy, 
far below 80 per cent. of their capacity, and the result is if they ay 
charged with the whole 80 per cent. of their capacity it would be : 
injury to these men against whom no wrong-doing is alleged, Sub. 
sequently, on the 30th day of January, 1874, a resurvey was ordered 
and their rate was fixed at 2.75 gallons per bushel, which is a fair 
rate at which they can produce. This bill authorizes the Departmey; 


| to settle with them on the basis of the new survey from the begin. 


ning and not charge them for more than they actually produced. ‘Ty 


report of the committee is unanimous. If there is no further ques 





i 


- 
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tion I ask for the passage of the bill, and further that the report o 
the committee may be printed in the REcorD. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Ought not this bill to go to the Committee of ty 
Whole on the Private Calendar ? 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman makes the point of order it does, 

Mr. GARFIELD. Of course if anybody makes the point of order 
it must go there although it makes no appropriation of money out 
of the Treasury of the United States but merely directs what settle. 


| ment should be made on the part of these parties and what the 


should be required to pay the United States. The point probably 
might be made that if this bill did not pass more money might come 
into the Treasury of the United States. From that the Chair cay 
tell whether it should be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar or not. I suggest, however, to the gentleman 
from Minnesota that the same bill passed the House at the last ses. 
sion of Congress and only failed because of want of time in the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I understand there are many cases like this 
throughout the country. There are many in Chicago. 

Mr.GARFIELD. It takes no money out of the Treasury at all. 

The SPEAKER. It prevents money coming into the Treasury. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman insists on his point of order, | 
presume the bill and report must go to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I insist on my point of order. 

The bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 


8S. J. DAVENPORT. 


Mr. WARNER. I move that the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of S.J. Day- 
enport, asking for compensation for services rendered in the engi- 
neer’s department, House of Representatives, during the Forty-fourth 
Congress, and the same be referred to the Committee of Accounts. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. And not to be brought back on a motion to re- 
consider. 

W. C. SNYDER. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, from the Committee on the Post-Oftice 
and Post-Roads, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 536) for the relief of 
W. C. Snyder, of Illinois, with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Auditor of the Post-Office 
Department be directed to credit the account of W. C. Snyder, as 
postmaster at Fulton, Whitesides County, Illinois, with the sum oi 
$175 on his money-order account, for that sum paid by said Snyder 
upon money-orders burned on the 26th day of March, 1875; and the 
further sum of $451 on his general account, being the amount of post- 
age-stamps and stamped envelopes burned by the destruction of his 
office by fire, and funds of the United States stolen on the said 20th 
day of March, 1875, without his fault or negligence. 

Mr. EDEN. Is present action asked on that bill? 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I should be glad to have present action 
on the bill. 

Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order that the bill must have its 


Calendar. I now give notice that I shall make the same point 12 


| reference to all private bills which may be reported. 


The SPEAKER. The bill will be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. ae 

The bill and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM A. CORNWELL. 
Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 


_a bill (H. R. No. 1335) for the removal ef the political disabilities of 


William A. Cornwell, of Georgia, with the recommendation that 1 
do pass. a 

The bill, which was read, provides that the political disabilities 
imposed by the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution ot the 
United States upon William A. Cornwell, of the State of Georg), 
late surgeon in the United States Navy, are hereby removed. 

The bill was ordered to be engrc and read a third time; and, 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 


W. E. EVANS. 
Mr. KNOTT also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back a bill (H. R. No. 1897) to remove the political disabilities of VW. 





1877. 


E. Evans, a citizen of Louisiana, with the recommendation that it do 


ae ‘ , pill, which was read, provides that all political disabilities now 
; I ae by the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution upon W. 
FEN ans, a citizen of Lousiana, be, and the same are hereby, removed. 
“a. pill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and 
peing engrossed, if was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 


DWIGHT A. BARRETT. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- | 


orted a bill (H. R. No. 1947) granting a pension to Dwight A. Bar- 
att late private Company E, Forty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE M’coyY. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, alsos from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


reported back, with the recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. 
R. No. 142) granting a pension to George McCoy ; and the same was 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and | 


the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


MRS. REBECCA C. MAXWELL. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS CRAWFORD. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported back, with the recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. 
R. No. 467) restoring the name of Thomas Crawford, a soldier of the 
Mexican war, to the pension-roll; and the same was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompa- 
nying report ordered to be printed. 


LAURA SEAMAN, 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported back the papers peeing to the application of Laura Sea- 
man, widow of a soldier of the war of 1812, and moved that the com- 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration of the same, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
not to be brought back_on a motion to reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I am also instructed by the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions to report back, as erroneously referred to the com- 
mittee, the bill (H. R. No. 359) to extend the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved February 14, 1871, granting pensions to certain 
soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812, and to move that the com- 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The SPEAKER. That is a public bill. The ruleis, that where the 
pension is to an individual it 1s a private bill, but where the pension 
is for a class of pensioners then a public bill. The Chair, however, 
can ask the consent of the House for the change of reference. 

Mr. PATTERSON. That bill ought to remain where it has been. 
It does not belong to the other committee. 

The SPEAKER. That is not the point the Chair was adverting 
to. The point is, that this is a bill of a public character, as it legis- 
lates in regard to a class of pensioners. Is there objection to the 
change of reference? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I object. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I am also instructed by the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions to report back the bill (H.R. No. 776) to amend the 
act entitled “An act granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors 
of the war of 1812, and tothe widows of deceased soldiers,” approved 
February 14, 1871, and to move that the committee be discharged 
from its further consideration and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The SPEAKER. That is also a public bill. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. It would be subject to the same objection as 
the other bill, if the gentleman from New York [Mr. PATTERSON ] 
insists on his objection. I will state, however, that it properly belongs 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and, without objection, 
it should be referred there. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio can report it in any 
morning hour when reports of a public character are called for. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Very well. Let the bill be returned to me. 


ADAM SMOUSE. 
Mr. RIDDLE. 


sions, to whom was referred the petition of Adam Smouse, for a 
pension, to move that the committee be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be laid upon the table, as it appears that 

© petitioner has not made application for a pension under the gen- 
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| é | reported a bill (11 
reported back, with the recommendation that it do pass, the bill (Hi. | 
R. No. 305) granting a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Maxwell, widow | 
of the late Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One hundred and ninety-fourth | 





I am instructed by the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 
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I make that motion, and also move that the report be 


eral law. 
printed. 

The motions were agreed to. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I also ask that the petitioner be allowed to with- 
draw the papers from the files of the House. 

The SPEAKER. That may be done by unanimous consent. Is 
there objection ? 

There was no objection, and leave was granted. 


BRIDGET T. HOPPIN. 

Mr. SINNICKSON also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported a bill (H.R. No. 1948) granting a pension to Bridget T. 
Hoppin; which was read a first and second time. referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Wiole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, »rdered to be printed. 


BENJAMIN C. WEBSTER. 

Mr. SINNICK*gON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported a bill (H.®. No. 1949) granting a pension to Benjamin C. Web- 
ster; which wagread a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Wfole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ¢rdered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH C, 

Mr. SINNICKSON also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
R. No. 1950) granting a pension to Elizabeth D. 
Stone; which wis read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whwle on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
panying report, érdered to be printed. 


STONE. 


REUBEN J. CHENNING. 

Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H.R. No. 742) 
granting a pensior' to Reuben J. Chenning ; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and with the 
accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

There was no objection, and it was so referred. 


MRS. MARY BAR. 

Mr. RAINEY, frem the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back the petition and papers of Mrs. Mary Bar, widow of Martin Bar, 
asking that she be allowed a pension,and moved that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the same, and that it be 
laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RAINEY. I now ask unanimous consent that the petitioner be 
allowed to withdraw all the papers in the case. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


JOHN F. SUTHERLIN & BROTHER. 


Mr. DUNNELL. I wish to withdraw the objection I made to the 
report from the Committee of Ways and Means offered by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [| Mr. GARFIELD] of the bill (H. R. No. 3251) for the 
relief of John F. Sutherlin & Brother, of Parke County, Indiana. 

No further objection being made, the bill received its several read- 
ings, and was passed. 

Mr. DUNNELL\ moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also tnoved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The call of committees for reports having been 
concluded, the next business in order during the morning hour of 
this day is the call of States and Territories for the introduction of 
bills and joint resolutions of a private character, for reference only. 

ANN H. WEBSTER. 

Mr. MONEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1952) for the relief of Ann 
H. Webster; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL MARTIN. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1953) 
for the relief of Samuel Martin, late deputy collector of internal rev- 
enue for the third district of Kentucky ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ROBERT 8. GOODALL. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1954) grant- 
ing a pension to Robert 8. Goodall, late first assistant pilot in the 
United States Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

AMERICA C. LIGON. 

Mr. HATCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1955) granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. America C. Ligon, widow of William H. Ligon, deceased; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS MURPHY. 

Mr. GLOVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1956) for the relief of 

Thomas Murphy, of Knox County, Missouri; which was read a first 





72 


and second time. referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 


ordered to be printed 
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— 
the adoption of the metrical system; which was referred to tho ( 
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I movethat the communication ins 
referred be printed for the use of the House. - 

The motion was agreed to 

NATIONAL 

The SPEAKER also lai: before the House a letter from the § 
tary of War, transmitting a statement of expenditures 
tional Springfield armory, Massachusetts ; which was referred ; 
Committee on Expenditures in the War Department. 

ANTIETAM CEMETERY. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the s, 
tary of War, communicating a statement of the Quarter: ' 
eral relative to Antietam cemetery; which was referred to the 


i the Judiciary. 


SPRINGFIELD ARMORY. 








iit 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF PENSION OFFICE. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the s, 





tary 


the Interior, asking an appropriation for the contir 


penses ¢ 


the Pension Office ; 


which was referred to 


ue 


t 


x 


on Appropriations. 


MONTANA WAR CLAIMS, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the § 
tary of War, transmitting a recommendation for an appropriat 
pay Montana war claims; which was referred to the C 
Military Affairs. 


DAKOTA WAR CLAIMS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the & 











Ww. H. AH. MATFIELD 
Mr. POLLARD introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 1957) for appropriating 
$197 top W. H. H. Hattield for pay for a horse and equipments 
. red froin him b vhackers in July, 1-64, while a member 
( F, I g United States Militia; which was 
anne eferred to the mrmittee on War 
i i ‘ rT i ‘i 
$TI AND rit $ 
ry] rep ) ‘ da ] H. R. No. 19 vral vy i 
) A ‘ D>. | te minor heirs of 
i K, Sixth Re nt Missouri 
{ ic s re a tin econd 
( t I lid Per l red to | 
Y | 
VILLIAMS I i mLucer Dili | R. No. bio) | 
I i i i i eadatl id second 
i é i | Pensions, and ordered to 
i WII 8 j 
LLIAMS | ) ced bi H. R. No. 
' . J. Willse hich is read a 
I ( mitt ‘ Invalid Pensions, j 
| 
VI I WoopD 
ILLIA) ‘ [ oil doa H. R. No. 
t | reli t Ves i sr first and sec- 
ref re t { ee i 4 l ered 
TY! ted 
NE CLARK AND OTHERS 
( VER introd iH. R. No. 1962) for the relief of 
( Marvare \ l ( fil Anderson, and M ivy John- 
isl la d il ¢, referred to the Com 
‘ Public Land rdered to be printed 
ORDI 0 BUSINESS. 
f States for bil \ joint resoiutions of a private nature 
rlete 
si KER l i der— 
{Al ] Kk ul St to introduce a bill for refer 
no objection, and le was accordil rranted 
HERMAN MANN 
{AR unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1963 
w relief of Herman Mann, of Rochester, New York: which was 

i tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 

nd ordered to be printed 
TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

HOUSE, by unanimons consent, introdnueed a bill (H. R. No. 
endatory of and supplementary to an act entitled “An act 
orate the Texas Pacitic Railroad Company, and to aid inp the 

1of ifs road, a other purposes,” approved March 3, | 
i the several wets amendatory thereof and supplementary 
’ Which was read hil and second time, referred to the 


eon the Pacifie Railroad, and ordered to be printed 
RESUMPTION Ol 

Mr. CLARK, of New introduced a 
i tate the resumption of specie payments; 
. referred 


ord rm d to be 


SPECIE PAYMENTS, 
bill CH. R. No. 1965) to | 
which was read a first 
to the Committee on Banking and Cur- | 


printed. 5 


Jersey, 


ad second time 


t ind 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. | 
Mr. BRIGHT. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 


1© Whole for the purpose of considering the business on | 


i Private Calendar, and I will state that under the rules this is 
obyped on aay, 
The SPEAKER. Before that motion is put, the Chair asks consent 
0 lay before the House for reference sundry executive communica- 
LIONS | 
Uh vi 10 objection 





FORTIFICATION OF GALVESTON HARBOR. 


Che SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of | 


War, transmitting a report on House bill No. 666. to provide for the 
fortilication of Galveston Harbor; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


PR 
The SPEAKER also laid | 
tary of War, transmitting 


} 
public Works 


ITECTION OF PUBLIC WORKS. | 
vfore the Honse a letter from the Secre- | 


the draft of an act for the protection of 


tary of War, transmitting a recommendation for an appropriat 
pay Dakota war claims; which was referred to the Committe 
Military Affairs. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. BOUCK, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of abs 
for fifteen days on account of important business. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The question now recurs upon the motion of 
gentleman from Tennessee that the House resolve itself into ( 
mittee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the busines 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. WADDELL. Before going into Committee of the Wh 
sire to make a parliamentary inquiry of the Chair in order to o 
a construction of the rule. There are on the Private Calendai 
unfinished business of the last session, three bills which I 
charge as chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and | 
Roads. lam aware of the existence of Rule 136, which 


Afier six days from the commencement of a second or subsequens ses 
Congress, all bills, resolutions, and reports which originated in the Hous 
the close of the next preceding session remained undetermined, shall b 
and acted on in the same manner as if au adjournment had not taken pla 

l am also aware that the twenty-first joint rule provides— 


After six days from the commencement of a second or subsequent ses 


| Congress, all bills, resolutions, or reports which originated in either Ho 


the close of the next preceding session remained undetermined in either H 
hall be resumed and acted upon in the same manner as if an adjournment had not 
taken place. 

I would like to obtain the construction of the Chair of these ra 
The Chair has always held that the joint rules are still i 
though the Senate holds otherwise. 

The SPEAKER. There is a joint rule and alsoa rule of the Hous 
both to the same effect. The Chair has always held that a joint ru 
of the two Houses cannot be suspended or rescinded except by 
current action. 

Mr. WADDELL. Although the twenty-first joint rule says that 
after six days this business shall be resumed, it does not say that 
shall not be resumed until that time. I make this point to reli 


myself from any imputation of neglect. 


The SPEAKER. There is an unbroken practice in this connectior 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Brian, that thr 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private ( 
endar, it was agreed to. - 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whol 


| (Mr. BurcHarD in the chair) and proceeded to the consideration 0! 


business on the Private Calendar. 
The Clerk read the title of the bill (H. R. No. 1496) for the relief « 


| George H. Giddings. 


Mr. EDEN. Mr. Chairman, I submit that the bill which the ‘ 
is about to read is a part of the business of last session, and by ku 
136 is not in order at this session until six days after the commence 
ment of the session. It would not be in order even by consent. }! 


| Clerk should begin with the fourth bill on the Calendar, House »! 


No. less, which is the first bill of the present session. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. T! 
Clerk will commence with bill No. 1888. 


} against trespass and injury; which was referred to the RELIEF OF MACON, GEORGIA 
onunittee on Commerce, Pe a e F a . 
, : . . ‘ ; R. 
The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No 
| 1888) for the relief of Macon, Georgia. i 
ann ad Olt tie oA : from the Secre- The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of te 
tary of War, transmitting reports from chiefs of bureaus relative to | Treasury to pay out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise a) 


METRICAL SYSTEM, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a lett r 
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1877. 


to the order of the mayor of the city of Macon, Georgim, 

f that city, the sum of $4,178.97; the same being the 
of internal-revenue tax collected from that city, contrary to 

~ anon its issue of city bonds, between the years 1867 and 1873. 

\lr, EDEN. I call for the reading of the report. 

‘ < read the report, as follows: 


pI ypriated, 


ise O 


of Macon 


+tee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the city 
f respectfully report a 


have considered the same, and would 
the refunding to the city of Macon of certain 
leral taxes between the years 1367 and 1873 
ity has issued a consid 
mentof dues to the« 
and were used 


moneys whic! 


culation 

‘ oftice i ed and collected, from time to time 

r cent. tax imposed by law upon State banks and other corporatio 
ation, and the city authorities paid the same wi 

ege,in Ignorance Of their rights, up to 
eturther payment, and presented the 


the entire 


the one 


thout objec 

May, tev4d, at which dat 
rciaim to the Secretary 
amount so paid by them as aforesaid refunded to 


ents amounted to the sum of 36,141, of which the city paid the 
the Treasury, when this cl acknowledged 
ussessment and colleetion of sa ut held hims 
hat portion of the whole sum received which had been collected 
years next preceding the presentation of said clai: wecording to 
prescribed by act of Congress approved June 6, 1872. Upon this 
, and of the lawabovereferred to there was repaid to said cit 
admitted to have been illegally assesse:t ll 
leaving the sum of $4,178.07 still in the Treas 
i from said city of Macon as aforesaid. 
© of opinion that said tax was illegally assessed 
at it was not authorized by any law of the United St 


Mining In the Lreasury ought to be ref 


if bouns 


ixes SO 


in ‘ 
iry of the Unit 


and collectes 


ttee therefore report to thedlouse the ac 


x no objection, the bill was laid aside t 


h a recommendation that it 


DAVID 


pass, 
W. CHEESEMAN, 


ness on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. 


relief of David W. Cheeseman, of Lake ( ity, int 


nut 


r 1 
peal. 


It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay, 
moneys not otherwise appropriated, to David W. Clicese- 
Lake City, in the State of Oregon, the sum of 31,999.41, the 
r the amount overpaid by him to the Treasurer of the United 

) settlement of his account as stamp agent at San Francisco, 
of California, from the 6th day of June, 1561, to the 12th 

r, 1862. 
1iTE, of Pennsylvania. 


port 


I call for the reading of the rey 


ul the report, as follows: 


¢ of Claims, to Whom was referred the petition of Dav 
have considered the same, and now respectfully 


d W. Cheese 
ubmit the follow 
was, under a commission duly issued to him by the President of 
assistant treasurer of the United States and treasur 
i Francisco, in the State of California, from the 6th day 
y of October, 1868; and while such assistant 
then Secretary of the Treasury to receive 
land dispose of the same, iv accordance with the regula 
ly venue Bureau of the United States. The petitioner, w 
ment, received for sale internal-revenue stamps to a large amount 
in the process of the adjustment of the account of the petitioner as 
for the United States, a dispute arose between the petitioner and th 
partment as to the amount of stamps received by the petitioner, he 
t he had not received stamps to the amount and value with which he 
Lupon the books of the Department. He received item of his 
h stamp agent, from the Department on the 2Ist d: u 
ment showed a balance due from the petitioner to th 
fhe itioner claimed that this statement of his account was incorrect 
| to pay balance claimed, and requested that the Government wot 
lit against him to settle his said account in the court. Suif was brought 
i for this purpose in the cirenit court of the United States for the dis 
t California on the 2d day of March, 1877, which was duly prosecuted to a 
which decree now remains in full force, and without any appeal taken and 
(therefrom. Said court found that the petitioner was not indebted to the 
aics but that he bad overpaid them to the amount of $1,999.41. The 
tind that in the trial of said cause the parties thereto submitted to the 
eir respective claims and accounts, and that the same were fully considered 
and that the finding by the court in said cause of the fact of the 
tated overpayment by the petitioner was the finding of a fact necessarily 
ermining the issue made by the bill and answer in said cause. 
mittee further find that the petitioner has overpaid the United States of 
) the amount of $1,999.41, and that he should be repaid said sum. The 
therefore report to the House the accompanying bill and recommend 
© do pass. : 


of the 
of Jun 
treasurer ho was 
internal-revenue 
1 
acer 
rently 
np agent 
Treasury De 


as sud 


we 
ld court 


n 
ttee 


rhere being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to | 
the House with a recommendation that it pass. 


SUSAN ROBB. 


The next business on the Private 
“47) for the relief of Susan Robb. 
> lhe bill was read. It directs the proper accounting ofticers of the 
Treasury Department to adjust and settle the claim of Susan Robb, 
a and nearest heir of Levi R. Robb, late second lieutenant of 

ompany A, Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and allow her tie 
Sum of $135, the same being “ three months’ extra pay proper ;” pro- 
aed that no charges stand against the officer on the books of the 

Teasury Department. 


Calendar was the bill (H. R. No 


in ECORD—HOUSE. 


——_—_— EL, Ew 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it pass. 
EAGLE AND PHCENIX MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 
‘next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No 
for the relief of the Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company, 
olumbus, Georgia. 
‘he bill was read. 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylv 
Mr. BREWER. 
committee, 


he CHAIRMAN. 


i. Lo 
; : ; 
I ask whether + iS a unanimous report from the 


deb wwe 1 


No 
MRS. AMANDA 
The next busine he Private ¢ 

1=92) for the relief of Mrs. A 

» bill was read. 


Ss on 

hains 

ts the 
anda Rains, widow of 

DlVv, 


It direc of the Treasury t 


han Rai 


satisfaction I iin 


pecretar\ 
it 
in full compensation and 


services of 


0 } 1\ 
Jonat ceceased, the 
l for 
istant surgeon tl irmy, at 


toa 
the Rains as 
Marshall, Illinois. 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsyly 
ti case, 
» Clerk read the 


“ucLing 


report, as 


War ¢ 


claim is for $!2 
on, United State 
tof whi is her 
e evid 


} las cor 
th the terms of 
claims refus 
t was not mace 
ervi¢ 


Lhere 1s i 


s rendered as 


now, With Compas 
to December 30, 18% 
mtract with 


t Oct el 


lars! I] 
be ‘1, 1864 
month, as per ¢ 
States Army, dats 


For medicines 


&e0 00 
furnished, as per 10 00 
120 00 
Il certify that the above services wer 
red as stated, and that they were nece iry for the } © servi that 
s were furnished. 
‘ A.S. PORTER 
Late Captain Company G, Fort ul Wisconsin Volunteers, U. S.A 
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported 


the House with a recommendation that it pass. 


1CCOUnE 18 Cort ren 


the 


to 


CORA A. SLOCUMB AND OTHERS. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1293) for the relief of Cora A. b, Ida A. Richardson, and ¢ 
line A. Urquhart. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury, 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay 
the following-named persons the sums specitied: To Cora A. Sle 
$12,714.40; to Ida A. 
Urquhart, $5,467.15. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I call f 

The Clerk read the report, as follows: 


] 
mocun are 


out 
to 
” umb 


Richardson, $20,479; and to Caroline Angusta 


xr the reading of the report. 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom the memorial 
and her daughters, Miss Ida A. Slocumb (now Mrs. Richa 
Augusta Urquhart, all of the city of New Orleans, Louisiana 

dered the same, submit the following report 

at the evidence shows that in the year !862 the claimants were the owners of 
a large amountof real and personal property, situated in said cit In the summer 
of that year they applied to General B. F. BuTLER, then in command of the military 
district in which New Orleans was situated, for permission to leave the city and 
repair to a country seat owned by them in the mountain ion of North Carolina, 
where they had usually spenttheir summers. The permission was granted on con 
dition that the parties should in no manner aid or abet the war then being waged 
against the Government Fears having been « d by these ladies that their 
property might be interfered with by the military authorities during their absence 
General BUTLER promised that it sheuld not be disturbed. Relying on this assur 
ance, the parties left thé city and went to their country seat above mentioned 

As long as General BUTLER remained in command, the pledge given by him waa 
strictly tulfiled, but not long afterward he was superseded by General N. P 
Banks. Shortly after the latter took command a general order was issued for the 
seizure of all property belonging to abser Under this order a}l their real 
estatein the city, together with such personal property as was found therein, was 
seized by the military authorities. The most of it, including the residence of the 
parties, was applied to various military uses; the residue, that was not 
was turned over to B. F. Flanders, supervising special agent of the Treasury in 
New Orleans, by whom the rents thereon were collected and paid or accounted for 
to the Treasury Department. The following personal property was also seized 
under special orders subsequently issued, to w Fifty-two shares of t 
the New Orleans Gas-Light Company, belonging to Mrs. Slocumb, and fifty-six 
shares of the sa stock, belonging to Miss Ida Slocumb At a later date font 
stores, also belonging to Miss lida Slocumb, which bad been insured in the Mer 
chants’ Insurance Company of New Orleans, at 215,000, having been destroyed by 
tire, the amount payable on the loas, to wit, $14,300, was, in obedience to a military 
order, paid to Assistant Quartermaster McClure 


At the close of the war all the property of these memorialists which had been 


of Mrs 
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A Sle 
and Mrs. ¢ 


were referred 
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roline 
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x presse 
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| 
zed and appropriated as above stated was, by order of the President, restored to | 
but no portion of the moneys which had been collected, as above 
ilso the dividends which had accrued on the gas-light stock above | 
the same having been paid into the Treasury, and 
control of the Executive. The parties, therefore, re 
They presented their memor ials at the first session | 
by which they were referred to the Committee on 


seRs10T 

refund 
ond the 

s for relief 
Cong 


1 
is ad 


placed be 
ongre 
dl 


hir ress 


port was by the committee and a bill introduc 
payment to the parties of the amounts respectively claimed by 
bill by that Congre The memorials we 
the Forty-fourth Congress, and referred as 
ttee on War Claims. A similar report was made and a similar 
the committee of that Congress The bill shared the fate of its 
lon been taken on it by e Hou Your com 
upon which these reports are based, and find 
They deem it pro therefore, to append 


n thereon l 


ace 


was taken on the 
at the 


ented 


first session of 


having ul 


ed the 


ever 8 


evidence 


‘ 


sustained 


1 i 
port 

ur in the 
the property 
the Supreme 
Wallace, 425.) 

two distinct pledges given by General BuTLER: (1) the 
inhabitants of New Orieans, on or before surrender of the 
ts of property should be protected, subject only to the laws 
the special above mentioned par 


con oO} 


' 


r commmitles 
that the sei 
See the decision of 
nion Bank, lt 
rhey violates 
en to the 


vyinion expressed by the preceding committees 
of the petitioners were unauthorized | 


wy 
Court of the United States in Planters 


rst ures of 
a 


{ 


econd l 
sise priv 
cit rrig 
he United States 

ties 

vi 
peut 


lo Mra 
For di 


that the 


m made to these 


promise 


t ntertain no doubt 


Thes« 


rerefore 
d 


mittee 


are 


col ‘ 


that the sums claimed by the 
sums are as follows 


joners uy e to them 


Cora or rents collected 


$12,246 40 


Ann Slo« 
‘ 4t- 00 


hiends on pas 


—— $12,714 40 
To Miss Ida 
Amount of in 
{ 


Div 


4 b, for rents collected 


rance collected from Merchants’ Insurance 


Slocum 5, 675 00 


npany 300 00 


idends gas 


14 
company stock 

20, 479 00 
4607 15 


38, 660 


To Mrs 


aroline A. Urquhart, rents collected 


Total 


rhe committee report the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 

The memorials also contain a demand tor compensation for the use of such por 
ons of their real estate cupied by the military, and for personal prop 
y taken for that purpose, which was either lost or very mach damaged ; but, as 
this part of the claim must rest upon evidence mainly oral and taken ex parte, the 
‘ iittee have not examined it, and agree with the report of the first committes 
mentioned that it ought to be referred to the Court of Claims 


t as were 0« 


above 


CORA A. BLOCUMB AND OTHERS 


{Ilouse Report No. 429, Forty-third Congress, first session.] 

Arnit Is74 
print 

Mr 

port 

Phe Cor 


17 Committed to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
ln 
K ELLO from the Committee on War Claims, submitted the following re 


ny bill H. R. No. 2993 


ittee on War Claims, to whom the memorials of Mrs. Cora A. Slocamb 
nd her daughters, Mrs. Richardson and Mrs. Urquhart, were referred respectfully 
report 


Phat 


{ 


pacoomy 


in July, 1862, Mrs. Slocumb applied to General B. F. Bur_er,,then com- 
mand the military district in which New Orleans was situated, for Permission 
to leave that city with her two daughters, Miss Ida Slocumb (now Mrs. Richard 
son) and Mrs. Urquhart, and retire to a country seat in the mountain region of 
North Carolina, where they were in the habit of spending their summers. The 
permission was granted, and the general also promised that the property owned by 
these parties in the city, consisting mostly of valuable real estate, should not be 
interfered with during their absence. Relying on this promise and availing them- 
selves of this permission, the parties left the city and took up their residence in 
their home in the country 

As long as General BUTLER remained in command, the pledge thus given by him 
was strictly observed, and the property of the above-named parties remained un- 
sturbed. But General BuTLER was shortly after sunentiad } 

the command of the district, and about the Ist of August, 1862, a general order was 
issued by the latter, under which all the real estate owned by the above parties 


was (uo doubt through ignorance of the pledge given by his predecessor) taken | 


possession of by his quartermaster. A portion thereof was used for various mili 
tary purposes, and the residue was turned over to B, F, Flanders, the supervising 
special agent of the Treasury in that city; the rents thereof were collected by 
him, and were duly accounted for to the Treasury Department. : 

Some time after, to wit, about the 15th of March, 1664,a number of shares in the 
New Orleans Gas-Light Company, belonging respectively to Mrs. Slocumb and her 
daughter Ida, were also seized by 


ter, to S004 


On being informed of these facts, Mrs. Slocumb made repeated applications for 


remained in their country seat above mentioned until the close of the war, without 
in why wanner participating therein 

At the the war, however, their property was restored to them ander an 
order from President. This restoration took place on or about the Ist of Sep- 


close of 
he 
teniber 


Finally, on or about the —day of 


, 1864, the aum of $14,300, which was due to 


Miss Ila Slocumb (now Mrs. Richardson) by the Merchants’ Mutual Insurance | 


Company, for the loss of several buildings insured in that company, was seized 
under a : 


McC lure 


aucling quartermaster. 


Your committee entertain no doubt that the money thus collected should be re- | 


turned to the petitioners. The proceedings by which the money was taken and 


appropriated were not authorized by any law, (see 16 Wal. Rep., 4¢5,) but they were 
av iolation of the terms of capitulation and of a pledge given by the officer in com- 
mand. The memorialists, therefore, are clearly entitled to relief 

rhe amount of money collected belonging to Cora A. Slocum) is: 
Rents collected, (less expenses) 


Dividends gas-light company collected 468 00 


12,714 40 
hardson) is : 

85, 675 00 

14, 300 00 

504 00 


79 00 


The amount of money collected belonging to Ida A. Slocumb (Ric 
Rents collected, (leas eX penses) shows 


Amount of insurance collected 


yy General BANKs in | 


y the quartermaster, who received two dividends | 
thereon, amounting, on the stock of Mrs. Slocumb, to $46=, and on that of her daugh- | 


permission to return thereto; but this permission was refused, and all the parties | 


special order from General BANkKs, and paid by the company to Captain | 


--- $12,246 40 | 


The amount of money collected belonging to Mrs. Caroline Augusta 
Rents collected, (less expenses) aes <n ooh . 

[he committee therefore report the accompanying bill providing fo, 
bursement of the above parties of the sums belonging to them re spec tiv 
were collected by agents of the Government, and were paid into, or a 
to, the Treasury Department, less certain expenses incurred, and r 
passage 

The memorialists also ask for compensation for the use of such por 
real estate as were applied to public uses, and for personal property t 
that purpose, and which was either lost or very mach damaged. |; 
tion of their claim rests, in a great measure, on oral and ex parte test; 
documents not sufficiently authenticated, the committee think that if aq 
exists in their favor on this part of the petition it should be referred to 4 
of Claims for a decision on this portion of their demand. 


Lrg 


louse Report No. 496, Forty-fourth Congress, first session 


May 13 the 
be printed 

Mr. New, from the Committee on War Claims, submitted the fol] 
to accompany bill H. R. 3434 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom the memortal of Mrs. Coy 
and her daughters, Mrs. Ida A. Richardson and Mrs. Augusta Urquhart 
ferred, respectfully report ; 

hat in July, 1862, Mrs. Slocumb applied to General B. I 
manding the military district in which New Orleans was s 
to leave that cit: with her two daughters, Miss Ida A. Slocun Mrs. Ri 
son) and Mrs. Caroline A. Urquhart, and retire to a country-seat in the 
region of North Carolina, where they were in the habit of spending thei 
It is clear from a letter of General buUTLER to Mrs. Slocumb that he m 
contemplated absence as being for the summer only. The permission 
and he pledged them, as the commanding general, that so long as th 
of hostility to the United States their property in New Orleans should no 
turbed nor interfered with. With this assurance from the commanding 
they left New Orleans and repaired to their said summer home, relyin 
pledge thus made by the United States, and leaving their property i 
custody of proper persons 

We deem it — to incorporate in this report the following lett: 

* LOWELI 


General B. F. BuTLer: 

Mapam: For anything that I have done in getting the restoration o 
erty I neither desire nor require thanks. *Wlien you left New Orleans 
my faith, and | supposed the faith of the Government, that your pro 
not be disturbed. Ly acts on the part of those in authority thereaft 

| there can be no palliation, except ignorance of the fact or of their dut 
was not observed. To restore my own faith as far as possible, 1 aid 
ing the restoration of the property. I could not do less in honor. A s¢ 
has prevented my reply to a kind note of thanks of Mrs. Urquhar 
madam, most sincerely at the spoliations you have suffered under the 
stances, and rejoice only that they did not take place under my administrat 
ailairs. At present in the service of the United States, I cannot act © prot 
ally" in your behalf, although the motive of a professional fee has been ch 
ascribed to me for what I have done, as I see by the papers. Let that not 
for an instant. I am by far too used to obloquy to mind a little, more or les 
claim for the property in your house must rest, if anywhere, upon n 
you when in command. The same motive which has led me in this ma 
still continues. If, therefore, you will cause the proper papers to bx 
will do what I can to obtain justice for you, but not professionally. 

“ Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


1276.—Committed to a Committee of Whole House 


Bev ‘ 
: for pe 


rs writt 


Septe 


mober 


“BENJ. F. BUT 


* BosToN, MAssSACHUSETTs, June 2 


‘Dear Sir: At your request, as attorney for Mrs. Slocumb and Mrs art 
I gave you a statement of the facts in regard to the matter as far as | have a 
knowledge. When I came to New Orleans I learned that Mrs. Slocum), whil 
fast friend of the covfederate cause, while her son was serving in the confe 
army, yet had manifested her sénse of right and justice by refusing to alloy 
debts which she owed her northern creditors to be confiscated, and, resisting | 
very extraordinary and unjust enactment of the confederate congress, had pa 
and had made arrangements to pay her debts. She was peaceably residing in 
Orleans, and did nothing after the advent of the United States troops iu the cit 
} tomerit any animadversion of the commanding general. In an interview 
with her and her daughter, for reasons that seemed to me entirely suilicient | g 
them the pledge of the general commanding that, so long as they did no act 
hostility to the United States, their property in New Orleans should 
disturbed nor interfered with ; and upon that assurance they desired a pass to 
to some country residence in North Carolina, I think, where they stated that t 
should take no part with the confederacy, and I gave them a permit to go 
| while not putting aformal safeguard or protection in their hands, I yet gave the 
informal letter bearing upon the question, which was as much a pledge of fai 
the United States as could well be made. Relying upon its protection and rely 
upon my word, Mrs. Slocumb and her daughter lett New Orleans, leaving 
property in the care and custody of proper persons. I know personally not! 
further of Mrs. Slocumb, but I do know and will state that any violation ot 
pledge I gave them was unmilitary, without right, and unjust, and a brea 
national faith. 
“T have the honor to be, very traly, yours, 


4 


a 


“ BENJ. F. BUTLER 
“A. T. STONE, Esq., 


“ Baltimore, Md., Corner Saint Paul and West Fayette Streets.” 


There is also on file the sworn statement of William H. Weitzel, 
assistant adjutant-general, brevet colonel, and provost-marshal 
| Corps. He swears that he had personal knowledge of the fact that Gene! 
gave his pledge of protection of the property of the claimants. Said Weitz: 
| cludes his statement as follows : 

“If, as lam informed, any officers of the United States Army or Governw 
made any seizures of any of their moneys, valuables, or property atter 
F. BUTLER retired from the command of that department, 1t was unjust al 
graceful, in violation of the usages of war, derogatory of the dignity of the 
ernment, and a violation of the written protection given them by Major-Ge! 
B. F. But.er, whose word had also been pledged, and who had guaranteed the 
faith of the Government that their property should be protected 

As long as General BUTLER remained in command, the pledge given by bn 
strictly observed ; but General BUTLER was shortly thereafter succ eed dl 
eral BANKS, and about August 1, 1862, a general order was issued by th 
under which all the real estate owned by the claimants was taken possess 
his quartermaster. It is believed that General BANKs was ignorant of Ux 
given by his predecessor. A portion of said property was used for various 
tary purposes, and the residue was turned over to B. F. Flanders, the super" 
special agent of the Treasury in that city ; the rents thereof were coliected by bi 
aud were duly accounted for to the Treasury Department. Some time there" 
| about the 15th of March, 1864, a namber of ‘shares in the New Orleans Gas-l- ght 
| Company, belonging respectively to Mrs. Slocumb and her daughter Ida, we 
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7 
ad by the quartermaster, who received Sivthanin Gearece, amounting, on The bill, which was read. authorizes and directs the proper officer 
of Mrs. Slocum, to $468, and on that of the daughter to $504. . of the Government of the United States to issue and deliver to Nancy 
formed of these facts, Mrs. Slocumb made repeated applications for . oe k 1 LP : . ; = 
tonnrn to New Orleans, but permission was refused, and all the par- | A- Herrick, widow of J. F’. Herrick, deceased, a patent in due form 
heir country-seat until the close of the war, without in any man- | for the northeast quarter of section 13, in township 101, range 30, 
ting therein. At the om ¢ ee sen — ogee : iia — containing one hundred and fifty-one and sixty-hundredths acres of 
, restored to them by order of the President, and the gas-light stock by | Jang. at tc x3 \ . . 
er was retransferred on the books to Mrs. Slocumb and her daughter 1 h Eas hain Lakes, Minne sota. 
ear 1864, the sum of $14,300, which was due to Miss Ida Slocamb (now 1e report was read as follows: 
yy the Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Company, for the loss of Mr. McGowan\, from the Committee on Private Land Clafms. re ported as follows 
lings insured in that company, was seized under a special order from Phat on the 23d of June, A. D. 1862, J. 1 rrick, the husbana of said Nancy A 
xs, and paid by the company, under the order of General BANKs, to | prorrick. entered at the land office in Win o City the northeast quarte r of se 
re, acting quartermaster : . tion 13, township 101, range 30, at East Chain Lakes, Minnesota, containing on 
nevys collected as aforesaid should be paid to the petitioners When | hundred and afte one and sixty hundredths cakes oe ae ‘alata it aate 
took possession of New Orleans he issued a proclamation in which made in conformity to the regulations of the land oilice: that said Herrick moved 
it “all the rights of property, of whatever kind, will be held inviolate on to said land with his family soon thereafter, and built a house and barn the: 
to the laws of the I nited States. 4 and improved and fenced from eight to twelve acres of the same 
iking of the property of these parties was not authoized by any law. It Said Herrick continued to reside upon and cultivate and improve such land until 
tter detiance of the acts of 4 ongress of August 6, 1861, and July 17, 1862 August 26, 12°03, when, taking advantage of the homest ad ac t he el ~ ed his pre 
» taking of the property without a perres, in rem as required in said | ; mption to a homestead entry, and continued to reside upon the land until his 
der the facts and law it could not be said to have been seized “ flagrante | jeath December 19, 1864. at which time he was postmaster at East ( = Lal 
it was not taken until several months after the capture of the city, after The wide oail Meno A. Harriet ‘enntinaail te name m all a 1 os ad c 
nation of General BUTLER above referred to, and atter the pledges given | ¢,) 9 period after her husband's death, but being unable on prop siv subwort herscit 
e commanding general, that the property of the claimants should be and infant child, she applied to the ofticer in charge of the land office at W innebago 
nd not interfered with. Property thus situated is exempt fromecapture | , ity for advice, informing him of these facts, and eaying to him that sho desired 
ur. (See case of Planters’ Bank rs. Union Bank, 16 Wallace, 4&3.) to go to Rochester. New York, where friends would aid her. but tl ren 
ority of this case is disregarded, the finding of the committee must | 54¢ Joave the land if it would be considered an abandonment: that she de 
claimants. ; ] - ; Whe ; fi 7 


] i 
land 


‘ iin it the beneti ierself and ile , WON Si vf adv 

the claims 0 lese paruies p ‘ . appointed who » er ake posse of the lan l cha ) erse 
amount of money collected as belonging to Cora A. Slocumb is ot mt - . : ae - — po . 7: y Ne ork . a. a sh . - =. aa 

treating it as an abandonment. Foll g such advice, and relying upon the sa 

the widow secured such letters to be formally and properly issued jointly to her 

and one Henry 5. Wood, a resident of East Chain Lakes, which letters were d 

and administration granted on or about the Mth day of August, 1865. Some 

in November of tho same year the claimant left the land and went with her cl 

to reside with her friends in Rochester, as aforesaid, leaving her coadministrator 

in possession of the said lands. The said Wood, as such administrator, continued 

to occupy and cultivate such land, sending the rents and protits thereof to the 

3 widow and child up to the month of May, 1570, when said widow filed her proofs 

; 7 20,479 00 | in the Land Office at Washington and applied for a patent for the same. On or 
The amount of money collected belonging to Mrs. Caroline A. Urquhart is about the 2lst day of July, 1:70, the Commissioner of the Land Office rejected her 

ts collected, (less expenses) oveme bales . $5, 467 15 | claim on the sole ground that her removal from the premises, as before stated, was 

The committee therefore report the accompanying bill, providing for the reim- | 8m abandonment of her claim, and that the oflice could afford her no relief. From 
irsement of these parties in the above-named sums, respectively, which were col- | this decision of the Commissioner Mrs. Herrick appealed to the Secretary of the 
cted by the agents of the Government and were paid into or accounted for to the Interior, Delano, who on the 28th of September, 1974, aflirmed the sam 

Treasury Department, less certain expenses incurred, and recommend its passagi Your committee further report that on the 4th of December, 1-75, Secretary 
The memorialists also ask for compensation for the use of such portions of their | Chandler, of the Interior Department, reversed the principle of the above decision 

real estate as were applied to public uses, and for personal property taken also for | and in the case of Dorame vs. Towers held that ‘the homestead law conferring 

that purpose, and which was either lost or very much damaged. As to this part of | the rights of the original settler upon the persons designated by the statute, was 

the claims, the committee are not sufficiently satisfied as to values to make any | intended to be construed in subjection to the provisions of the probate laws in all 

wance therefor. ' “ | cases consistent with its provisions; and that those rights are to be enjoyed, under 

Mr. BREWER objected, but subsequently withdrew bis object ‘on. proper forms of administration, in the same manner and to the same extent as other 


: . . . . “ : rights resulting from inheritance or devise, under the control of the probate courts, 
There being no further objection, the bill was laid aside, to be re- | subject, of course, to the paramount authority of the act of Congress.” And there 
ported to the House with a recommendation that it pass. upon the Secretary adds that it must be held “that the possession of the executor 
ee 2 I ; or administrator is, in fact, under the homestead law, the possession of the heir or 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. devisee, subject to the right of administration vested in the of ce?” and gives it 
The committee rose informally, (Mr. EDEN taking the chair as | 4 his — that the proper construction of section 2291 —— ul law) does 
. 7 . shaom « named ~¢ » Gaeata . g ,. | not require the heir or devisee to reside in person upon the land, but that its pro 
Speaker pro tempore, ) when a message from the Senate by Mr. Sy MP- visions arg substantially complied with Sy continue’ cultivation of the wmnet fee 
SON, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had passed a bill 5, f 


oe 2 : cage pur wo the preserTbed period of five years. To hold otherwise would often defeat an in 
(8. No. 171) for the relief of Enoch ‘Totten, administrator of the es- | heritance or devise through the inability of the heir or devisee to take up a personal 


tate of William A. Lloyd, deceased ; in which the concurrence of the | Tesidence on the land, *  * And s valnable interest acquired by years of toil 
House was requested ; and improvement in strict conformity to the requirements of law might be for 


nn . 3 . feited, although but a few days, weeks, or months might be required for the final 
The message further announced that the Senate had passed, with | contirmation of the title.” 
an amendment in which the concurrence of the House was requested, Your committee are informed that the above decision is néw, and has been since 
the bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck | !* as cn sed, Se remet the Land Oulies = if the 7" we now seeks 
he I'nite Staton atas " " ‘ Som ad alten relief at the bands of Congress was before the Department with her claim de novo, 
of the l nited State 8 steamer Huron, and for other purposes. the desired pacent would be granted her; but it ts a law of the Department that 
Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, is it in order to move to take up the 


ve ’ the decision in a particular case by one Secretary will not be distarbed by his suc 
House bill just returned by the Senate, in order that the amendment | cessor, unless upon the discovery of new facts or evident frand, &e. Hence, al 


of the Senate may be concurred in. | though other widows and heirs of homesteaders are now enabled, under the de 
The SPEAKER . . ce ™— . : ; ian cision of Secretary Chandler, to complete their title to homesteads without residing 
lO STLAALLN pro tempore. It is not in ordet now. Phe com- | on the same after the death of the original homesteader, yet there seems no remedy 
mnitte e has merely risen informally for the receipt of the message. for the claimant except the enactment herein recommended 
The Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar resumed its | . Your committee further report that the Southern Minnesota Railroad Company 
session. | claim to have acquired title to the land in question some time during the year 1566 
in | And the Commissioner of the General Land Office reports as follows 
BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, INDIANA, The land in question is of an odd section, within the twenty-mile limits of the 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. | re eae oo 4, 1866, 14 Stat., 47, and the grant at 
In04) for the reliet of the Bartholomew County Agricultural Society It will be observed that, at the time the act making the grant wes approved and 
of the State of Indiana. , at the time when the commissioner says the ‘‘ grant attached,” the administrator 
The bill, which was read, provides that the sum of $1,500 be appro- | Of, the estate of the hom« steader was in possession and tilling the —— and the 
priated, out of any :v in the Treasury ase ‘ widow and child were receiving the avails thereof, and that such possession con 
be y any mouey In the reasury not otherwise appropriated, tinued for at least four years subsequent to that time. The homestead entry was 
to be paid to the Bartholomew County Agricultural Society, in full | finally canceled in 1574. 
et and satisfaction for the use and occupation of the fair In the case of Thomas vs. Saint Joseph and Denver City pairend Company, 
grounds of said society fo ilitary , fr Septe > Re which was decided by the Secretary of the Interior on appeal from the Commis 
to June, 1865 y for military purposes, from S¢ ptember, 1563, sioner of the Land Oitice on the 7th of February, 1877, a similar state of facts ex 
, % isted. 
; See aeea! 0 In that case the Secretary held that a homestead entry operates as a reservation 
rhe SPEAKER. It is not in the possession of the clerks, as it was | of the land covered from all other appropriation. That when the entry has been 
sent to the printer and hs mons . " . properly made there is then a vested interest in the homesteader that is a com 
Mr. EDEX The - ae ~~ been returned. . | plete bar to any other alienation of the land by the Government, until, on proofs 
report oH en I withdraw the demand for the reading of the | of abandonment, the entry is formally canceled, and upon such cancellation the 
pore. ‘ land reverts directly to the United States 
— being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported to Also in the case of Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Railroad Company 
the House with the ree madeti : meen vs. The United States, reported in 2 Otto, 733, the Supreme Court hold that ‘‘ when 
: recommendation that it do pass. | Congress enacts that there be, and is hereby, granted to a State to aid in the con 
W. iH. NEWMAN AND L. A. VAN HOFFMAN. struction of a specific railroad every alternate section of land designated by odd 
The next busine we : : 7 numbers within certain limits of each side of the road, the State takes an imme- 
1895) for th Peli 88 On t he I riv ate Calendar w as the bill (H. R. No. | diate interest in land so situate, whereto the complete title isin the United States 
Tl : © relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman. at the date of the act, although a survey of the land and a location of the road are 
de bill and report were read. necessary to give precision to the title and attach it to any particular tract 
Objection was made by Mr BUTLER Such a grant is applicable only to public lands owned absolutely by the United 
yp Seino - | States.” 
y NANCY A. HERRICK. A similar doctrine is held in Wilcox vs. Jackson, 13 Pet., 498. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No Applying the principles thus laid down by the Supreme Court and the Depart- 


1896) fc . > : m : ment of the Interior to the case in hand, your committee are of the opinion that 
) for the relief of Nancy A. Herrick, of Rochester, New York. the said Southern Minnesota Railroad Company acquired no right whatever to the 


lected, (less expenses) vr 
nds gas-light company collected 
12,714 40 

e amount of money collected belonging to Ida A. Slocumb (Richardson) is 
rents collected, (less expenses) coe. ce On Ot OO 
int of insurance cellected . cvdtieceanenesae:. “ten 
is gas-light company collected i : 504 00 


Mr. EDEN. I ask for the reading of the report in that case. 
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land in questio ] of the « on re ce ion of the Department abo rhe report was re ad, as follows: 

referred to, declaring the acts « 1 o be an abandonment of the lan 
Waa t ; ’ 

We ther 


original bil 


Mr. HARTRID« ror ! mmittee on the Judiciar 


mpany was chartered 
tor the purpose of mar 
—F ns at u © 1268 t ompany bad a capital invested i 
There being no obj on, the ‘ i i oO ™ nting to $1,250.0 that this amount of capital has ¢ 
the Hous t ‘ ommendat if 0 pas tt mpany has no capital inves 
ture of Greorgia amencs 
EAGLI ¢ by givi tablish a savings departm 
. . WLSsines f ma ifact il to re ive Money on de 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I desire to withdraw the objection | tet! x 


of 4 company { others, and pay such rate of int res 
the bill Rt. No. 1891) for e relief of Eagle and, 2 come on the ¢ to 


’ sol said Company may ad 
ix Manufactu ig Company, of olumbus, rvia, i tthe compar ould pledge the entire capital stock and 
TOWNSEND, New York nev ‘ pany for the payment of depositors and those holding ¢ 
s i vings cepa wnt, and making each stockholder in s 
CHARLES W. WOOD. La able for the ultimate payment of depositors and tho 
deposit in said savings department, in proportion to th 
rhe next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. No our committee find, further that et a a dat { 
, } j ‘ of the savings department, up t April 2 Sié, about four ye 
1142 for the relief of Charles W . Wood, late of Company E, First eae an be NS” ae tees Bee ee 
Battalion Thirteenth Regiment of United States Infantry no capital employed in banking; all capital invested in mills ar 
Phe bill, which was read, authorizes the Secretary of War to cor and this return had been regularly accepted and approved du 
rect the record of Charles W. Wood, late of Company E, First Bat time, the company paying the tax assessed upon the deposits in i 
talion Thirteenth Regiment United States Infantry, so as to remove ile 1877, the Internal Revenue Department decided that all t 
of the said company was liable to taxation under section 3308 Re 
and instructed the collector to proceed to collect the same fo 
’ from the said February 17, 1373, the date of the amendment of the « 
Military Affairs, report on compan) horizir e savings department ; but at the request of 
the collection wi yaty «i until the company could apply to Cong 
From t tablished and after a consideration of the q 0 
ved. you! nm are of the opinion that the whole capital of t 
was invested in g nachinery alone several years befor: 
to establish ¢ gs department for deposits, and that t 
thority only ¢ ve to depositors a lien or pledge on or OT the propert 
re the payment of their deposits, and did not } 
company in the condition of capital employed in banki: 
erefore report that the company should be relieved from t 
ection of such tax for past years and for the futare, and rec 
of the bill herewith reported as a substitute for the one referred to t 


the charge of desertion now standing against his name. 


vas read, as follows: 


itv 


pany to sec 


ing 


There being no further objection, the bill was laid aside, to } 


ported to the House with the re¢ ommendation that it do pass 


" 


Phere being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. , 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill to rein 
the College of William and Mary, in Virginia, for property dest: 
Che committee informally rose; aud the Speaker having resumed | during the late war. 
the chair, » message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its Phe bill and report were read. 
clerks, announced the concurrence of that body in the resolution fo1 Mr. CONGER. I rise to debate that bill. 
the adjournment of the two Houses from Saturday, December 15, The CHAIRMAN. Debate is equivalent to an objection. 

177, to January 10, Is7e. Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I object to it. 
rhe committee then resumed its session. The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the bill will be pass 


over. 
JAMES SMITH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. ; . pda ; : . 
591) for the relief of James Smith, late first lieutenant Campany | Phe ¢ HAIRMAN. Phe Rex business on the _Private f —— 
Morty.sixth Missouri Infantrs ‘ * “* | the petition of Francis B. Thompson, of Illinois, late of the 

ortyv-sixth Misso ifs 7 , ; : : ; ; : 

rhe bill, which v lire a i Ni ee sixth Illinois Volunteers, for relief, which is reported adversely 

Lie ill, Which was read, directs the Secretary of the lreasury to the Committee on Military Affairs by the gentleman from Minnesot 
cause to be paid to James Smith the full pay and emoluments of a | -yo “OO ; a er ae 5 ' = oe 


te : {[ Mr. STRAIT. ] 

et lieutenant of infant | any rty- “wine ) . “TE 1" ; ' 
tir unt Mantry of Company I’, Forty-sixth Regiment of Mr. EDEN. My colleague [Mr. TOWNSHEND ] desires to be hi 
Mi.souri Volunteers, from the 13th day of September, 1864, to the tl iverao report, ai 1 the ‘fore debate arising I suppose it 
{th day of November, 1564, deducting therefrom any amount | ee ee aT ae ee PI 7 


ue ina 
| ver. 
have t ived a8 an enlisted man during the time sp led, , nm rare _ , . . . . 
1 } aa * “a ; | f . nS <he time apecified Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to be heard on that ads 
ii eport Was read, as 1OLIOWS: 
report before any action is taken on it, and therefore ask it 

( ommittes on Mi itar Aflairs, reported as follows passe d over for the present and taken up on the next private-bill 
ment to James Smith of the full pay and emol 


OLUMCeNTES ¢ 


>’. | when debate is in order. 


previous paym nte any wet ae oes The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be passed over for the present 

documents tiled herev onsi vy of the commis Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the committee rise. 

np poe a th oe he notion was agreed to. ; 
odmadt Eiiiatied ek tek ten caer ee Ihe committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 

when he wae muatered by Cantein Jol Juinn, sixth | the chair, Mr. BURCHARD reported that the Committee of the W! 

ilis sworn statement, prese | herewith, shows that | House had had under consideration the Private Calendar, and had 
conan Se Phe anit eee ane gh ais commassion | directed him to report sundry bills to the House with the recomment- 
aia dtniines Ghtah Eeloatent ait Sines. wand boni fifty-twodavs, | ation that they do pass. 
Seine Taubeeeel Gees hot aoe ' SUFFERERS BY THE WRECK HURON. 
oned at the same time he l wer Mr. KNOTT. I ask that by unanimous consent the bill (H. R. N 

{See I re at Large De as 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of the United States 
_- entitle d to po bn be: f : in “pill an ie . steame! Huron, and for other purposes, with an amendment ol t 
Senate, be taken from the Speaker’s table, that I may move con 
rence in the amendment of the Senate. 

Phere being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speak 
table, and the amendment of the Senate was read, as follows: 
EAGLE AND PHCENIX MANUFACTURING COMPANY. Strike out section 2 and insert the following : 

Sec. 2. Thi : } ; o n case there be not suct 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I desire to withdraw the objection | th pare J ae if oo an ae een and sisters 
I made in mistake to the bill (H.R. No. 1891) for the ralief of the Eagle | = i se — nee — othe vee oe eet ms ie si 
. ideal se in s Sl Ticeeeadicmn aatite said steamer Huron, and of Captain J. J. Guthrie, of the life-saving servi 
= — - oe _ a) je ae Company, of Columbus, Georgia. those persons of the seman te & J. Baker, who, together with said Guthns, ' 

: ; |} lost while aitempting to render assistance on the occasion of the said W 
Eagle and Phanix Manu- | be entitled to and shall receive out of any money in the Treasury of th 
facturing Company, of Columbus, Georgia, trom the payment of the | States not otherwise appropriated, as follows, to wit: The relativ: ate oat 
taxes heretofore assessed upon its capital stock as banking capital or | a poh ey ana casks cosas tata toe petomwen of aptain 
capital employed in the business of banking, and upon all future 


l D Guthrie as hereinbefore indicated, one year's full pay of said deceased, an 
similar assessments of banking tax; provided that not hing in the act | relatives, in the order named, of the persons lost of the steamer B. & J. Baker, 
shall be construed to exempt said company from the payment of the | 88 of $100 for = h person so lost -oere ~ g-~ wveeeese. T —"" re 
tax upon deposits, as required by law tro rings-bs avi resentatives of the above-mentioned deceased persons, WhO Werw n. tes 
oe a I 1 : from savings-banks or savings | of the Government, shall also be paid from the Treasury of the United 5t 
institutions. arrears of pay due the said deceased at the time of their death 


HOLIDAY VACATION, 


FRANCIS B. THOMPSON. 


from September 13 t 


it roll of the s 


owin 


Phere being no objection, the bill was laid aside to lx reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass 


The bill, which was read, relieves the 





Th TOG + 
1877. CONGRESSIONAL 
Mr. KNOTT. I would remark, Mr. Speaker, that the only altera- 
sion made by the amendment of the Senate is simply to make more 
v2 : the amount to be paid to the relatives of Captain Guthrie 
‘Pe hose who were lost with him in the surf-boat. 
: + ¢ha House concur in the Senate amendment. 
‘tion was agreed to. 
KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendment 
<anate was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to 
be laid on the table. 
iotion Was agreed to. 


PRIVATE BILLS PASSED. 


ing titles, reported from the Committee of the 

ite Calendar witha favorable recommendation, 
read a third time, and passed : 
No. 1883) for the relief of Macon, Georgia; 
No. 1839) for the relief of David W. Cheeseman, of 
he State of Oregon ; 
No, "47) for the relief of Susan Robb; 

2. No. 1891) for the relief of the Eagle and Phoenix Man- 
r Company of Columbus, Georgia ; 
H. R. No. 1892) for the relief of Mrs. Amanda Rains, of 


rivave 


iL. R. No. 1896) for the relief of Nancy A. Herrick, of Roches- 
YOK; 
iT. R. No. 1142) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of 
y E, first battalion, Thirteenth Regiment of United States 
: and 
H. R. No. 591) for the relief of James Smith, late first lien- 
t Company F, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry. 
Mr. BRIGHT moved to reconsider the several votes by which the 


pills were passed; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider | 


mthet ible. 
rhe latter motion was agreed to. 


CORA SLOCUMB AND OTHERS. 


ruson, 


1a and Caroline A. Urquhart was reported from the Com- 
ceot the Whole on the Private Calendar, with a favorable recom- 


dation. 


bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and | 


» engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
(he question was on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 1 call for a division. 
(he House divided ; and there were—ayes &2, noes 32. 
TOWNSEND, of New York. A quorum has not voted. 
The SPEAKER. 


leman from Illinois, Mr. EDEN, and the gentleman from New 
k, Mr. TOWNSEND. 


o> 
CS oe 


the House again divided; and the tellers reported ayes 134, | 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. BRIGHT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was | 


passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


rhe latter motion was agreed to. 
BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY, INDIANA, AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1894) for the relief of the Bartholomew County 
Agricultural Society of the State of Indiana was reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar with a favorable 
recommendation. 

Mr. CLYMER. I ask for the reading of that bill. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. CLYMER. Is there a report accompanying the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The report has not been printed. 

Mr. CLYMER. I looked over the reports this morning, and could 
not find one upon this bill. I object to the bill if I can now do so. 

Mr. EDEN. The bill has been unanimously reported three or four 
umes. A report was made but has not been printed. It was made 
- Writing, _ it is not the fault of the committee that it has not 
een printed. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I ask the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. EDEN] if any claim was ever made on the Quartermaster’s De- 
parthent for this money, and why it was not paid? 

ir. CLYMER. Iimove that the bill be recommitted to the Com- 

00 as the Whole, if I cannot object at this stage. 

‘he SPEAKER. The rule as to objections to the consideration of 
8 applies as well to the consideration of bills in the House as in 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Then I make the 

- SPEAKER. The Chair entertains the objection. 

Mr. EDEN. __Is one objection suflicient ? 

a: n SL AKER. The practice is that this rule applies as well to 
Wi me ideration of bills in the House as in the Committee of the 
tole; and it is in the safe direction. 

Mr. EDEN. Does the objection defeat the bill? 


objection. 


I therefore move | 


| pendence, 


The Chair will order tellers; and appoints the | 





The SPEAKER. No. sir: SE eae Sane diate _ 1 | 
objected to, R. No, sir; the bill goes over as any other bill | 


Mr. EDEN. I have no objection to that. 


RECORD—HOUSE. "7 


ae eer ee 


The SPEAKER. 
| bill objected to. 


The bill goes back to the Private Calendar as a 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, by unanimous consent, was granted 
leave of absence for ten days from Tuesday next, on account of 
illness. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. SWANN asked and obtained unanimous consent for the with- 
drawal from the tiles of the House of the papers in the case of George 
W. Davis; no adverse report having been made thereon. 

Mr. TURNEY asked and obtained unanimous consent for the with- 
drawal from the files of the House of the papers in the case of Charles 
Gochuinz ; no adverse report having been made thereon. 

Mr. HUNTON asked and obtained unanimous consent for the with- 
drawal from the files of the House of the papers in the case of W. 
N. T. Arnell; no adverse report having been made thereon. 


J. H. DUNCAN, 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, reported a bill (H. R. 
No. 1966) for the relief of J. H. Duncan, postmaster at Elberton, 
Georgia; which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be 
printed. 

INDEX TO THE 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, by 


following resolution; which wa 


REVISED STATUTES. 
unanimous consent, submitted the 
read, and referred to the Committee 


| on the Revision of the Laws. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Revision of the Laws be instructed to in 
quire into and report upon the expediency of having some suitable person appointed 
for the purpose of preparing a general index of all the acts and amendments thereto 
and resolutions having tl and effect gf law, or the repeal thereof, passed by 
the Congress of the United States of America since the cee of their Ind 

uly 4, 1776; with dates and due reference to the volume or volumes in 


acts, &c., of Congress may be found; and at what estimated cost the 


© Loree 


which sach 


work can be done. 


he ball (H. R. No. 1893) for the relief of Cora A. Slocumb, Ida A. 


THOMAS H. TANSILL. 


Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 


| (H. R. No. 65) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to adjust the 


account of Thomas H. Tansill, late quartermaster and commissary 
under the joint commission to run the boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the House do now adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o’clock and 
thirty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday next. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 
By Mr. BACON: Papers relating to the claim of John B. Hays for 
compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to the 


| Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Ann Smith, for a pension—to the 


| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. BREWER: The petition of Eli Devoe, for a pension—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of 
Samuel Grove, postmaster at Mexico, Missouri—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: Papers relating to the claim of Colonel 


| . > ay 
| Henry Moore—to the Committee of Claims. 


By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of .Abiel Codding, for a pension 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. EDEN: The petition of John F. Johnson, for compensation 
for property taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. FELTON: The petition of M. Cullinan, late pastor of the 
Catholic church at Dalton, Georgia, that the members of said church 
be paid for the destruction of their church building by the United 
States Army—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FREEMAN: The petition of Captain Frederick Zarracher, 
for compensation for damages sustained in the Christiana (Pennsy]- 
vania) fugitive-slave riot—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of Mary M. Bartlett, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. GAUSE: Papers relating to the claim of W. A. Britton for 


-to 


| reimbursement of moneys expended while marshal of the western 


district of Arkansas, in 1872—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HATCHER: Papers relating to the claim of Blasius Reid- 
inger for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Roger Merithew and others, of the 


| war of 1812, for an increase of pension—to the Committee on Revo- 


lutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. HART: The petition of Levi Davison, for a pension—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. HAMILTON, (by request:) The petition of Seth Driggs, for 
relief—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama: The petition of George C. Arrington, 





78 


for compensation for property seized by United.States officials—to the 
Committee on War Claims 


By Mr. HOOKER: Papers relating to the claim of Margaret Ward | 


for compensation for property taken by Indians—to the Committee 
of Claims 

By Mr. HOUSE: Memorial of grocers and dealers in sugars, of Nash 
ville. Tennessee, asking that the duties on sugars be made a certain 
amount per pound, without regard to color or quality—to the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

ty Mr. KIDDER: The petition of Joseph Brown and others, for 
the organization of the Territory of Pembina—to the Committee on 
the Territories 

By Mr MACKEY: The petition of Mrs. Francis Barney, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


By Mr. O'NEILL: The petitions of Peter McLaughlin and Mrs, Pris- | 


cilla Carpenter, for pensions—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REA: Papers relating to the claim of the widow of James 
H. Wells tor compensation for property taken by Indians—to the 
Committee of Claims 

By Mr. ROBERTS: The petition of the Baltimore and Susquehanna 
Steam Company, for the change of the name of the steam-tug C. M. 
Whittaker, of Baltimore, to Caroline—to the Committee on Com- 
merce 

By Mr. SAMPSON: The petition of William Potter and 97 other 
citizens of lowa, that the present duty on flaxseed oil may not be 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Louis Groverman, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of William Roylston, for a 
pension—to the same committee. 

By Mr. TIPTON: A paper relating to the establishment of certain 
post-routes in Iinois—to the Committee on the Post-Ofiice and Post- 
Roads 

By Mr. TURNEY: Two petitions, signed by Andrew Bovard and 222 
other citizens of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, for legislation 
in the interest of labor and for the relief of indigent colonizers on 
public lands—to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. YEATES: Papers relating to the claim of Cynthia A. Mi- 
zelle for a pewsion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claim of Reuben 8. Jones 
for compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 


changed 


IN SENATE. 
MonpDAY, December 10, 1877. 


WILLIAM H. Barnum, a Senator from the State of Connecticut, ap- 
peared in his seat to-day. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 
prove dl 
DEATH O1 


Mr. MCDONALD. Mr. President, it has been my purpose to offer 
for the consideration of the Senate resolutions of respect to the mem- 
ory of my late colleague, Oliver P. Morton, before the usual holi- 
day recess, but in conferring with Senators and with my colleagues 
of the House of Representatives, especially those of the same polit- 
ical party of which my late colleague was so distinguished a member, 
it has been thought best to defer it until the reassembling of Con- 
gress. I desire now to give notice that on the 17th of January, 1878, 
I will submit resolutions on that subject. 


rie LATE SENATOR MORTON, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 


Secretary of War, stating that a decoration of the order of Mejidieh | 


has been conferred upon William J. Wilson, assistant surgeon United 
States Army, by His Highness the Khedive for gallantry on the fields 
of battle in the action near Gura, Abyssinia, March 7, 1876, and rec- 
ommending the passage of anact of Congress permitting him to receive 
the same; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 
inviting the attention of Congress to the subject of commutation of 
quarters, fuel, and forage in the Revised Statutes, and recommend- 
ing the amendment of section 1270 of the Revised Statutes by the 
omission of the words “Provided, however, That when forage in kind 
cannot be furnished by the proper Departments, then, and in all such 
cases, oflicers entitled to forage may commute the same according to 
existing regulations ;” which,on motion of Mr. ANTHONY, was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 
stating that the San Felipe Agricultural, Manufacturing and Irriga 
tion Company, of the county of Kinney, Texas, has executed a deed 
donating to the United States Government two hundred acres of land 
in Kinney County, as a site for a military post, and recommending 


the passage of a law amending section 3736 of the Revised Statutes | 
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| inviting the attention of the Senate to the letter of his pred 


| the matter of land-grant railroads (published in Senate Ey 





DECEMBER (, 


or grant of land, provided the same is necessary for military purp 

and the gift is unineumbered with provisions ; which was ref; — 

the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed : 
He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of Wx 


CC ER 


ptr 


Supreme Court 


dated March 2, 1°77, transmitting a report of the Second Com 
of the Treasury in relation to the decision of the 
Document No. 45, Forty-fourth Congress, second session) and 
mending such legislation “as will remove the prohibition impos 
law upon any payment to these railroad companies, and pro 
mode tor ascertaining the fair deduction mentioned in the decis) 
the Supreme Court, to which the Government is entitled ;” whic} 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. ANTHONY, Mr. Sarceyy 
Mr. White, under the requirement of section 3756 of the Reyig 
Statutes of the United States, as members on the part of the Senay, 
of the Joint Committee on Public Printing. 


a 


COLUMBIA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. SARGENT a director on t}y 
part of the Senate of the Columbia Hospital for Women, under tly 
provisions of the act of June 10, 1872. 

VISITORS TO WEST POINT. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylyaniy 
and Mr. BAYARD members of the Board of Visitors on the part of th 
Senate to attend the next annual examination of the cadets at th 
United States Military Academy at West Point, New York. 

MESSAGE FROM THE 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Grorcr \ 
ApaMs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow 
ing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill CH. R. No. 591) for the relief of James Smith, late tirst }j 
tenant of Company IF’, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1637) to establish post-routes in the several States 
herein named; 

A bill (H. R. No. 847) for the relief of Susan Robb; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1142) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late 
Company E, first battalion Thirteenth Regiment of United States 
Infantry ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1888) for the relief of Macon, Georgia; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1889) for the relief of David W. Cheeseman, of 
Lake City, in Lake County, in the State of Oregon ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1891) for the relief of the Eagle and Phenix Ma.- 
ufacturing Company, of Columbus, Georgia ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1892) for the relief of Mrs. Amanda Rains, of Illi. 
nois; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1893) for the relief of Cora A. Slocum), Ida A 
Richardson, and Caroline A. Urquhart; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1896) forthe relief of Nancy A. Herrick, of Rochester 
New York; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1951) for the relief of John F. Sutherlin & Brother 
of Parke County, Indiana. 

The message also announced that the House had concurred int 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the reliei 
of the sufferers by the wreck of the United States steamer Huron, aud 
for other purposes. 


HOUSE, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. KERNAN presented the petition and statement of Secor & ( 
and Perine, Secor & Co., by Mary A. Secor, executrix, praying for 


relief for damages arising out of a contract for the constructio! 


certain iron-clad vessels ; which were referred to the Committee 
Naval Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of D. R. Howell and others, slij 
owners and agents of the port of New York, praying for the passa 
of an act of Congress including ports Bayonne and Jobnson, in | 
State of New Jersey, within the jurisdiction of the collector of cus 
toms of the port of New York; which was referred to the Committe 
on Commerce, 

Mr. SARGENT presented the petition of Sarah Wallis, of Maytie! 
Santa Clara County, California, praying for the removal of her poit 


| ical disabilities, and that she may be declared invested with full powet 


to exercise her right of self-government at the ballot-box, all 5& 
constitutions or statutes to the contrary notwithstanding; which ws 


| referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


He also presented the petition of Maria E. Laird, of Mayt 
Santa Clara County, California, praying for the removal of lier }» 
ical disabilities; which was referred to the Committee on Privileg® 
and Elections. E 

He also presented the petition of W.C. Kimball, Flora M. Kimbe 
J.C. Burr, Louisa H. Blackwer, and others, citizens of National Ci 
San Diego County, California, praying for an amendment to the Com 
stitution of the United States prohibiting the several States ive 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which ¥* 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. . 

He also presented the petition of Julia Park, Ellen R. Von Valker 


so as to authorize the Secretary of War to accept an absolute right | burgh, Chancey Park, Albert V. Brown, and others, citizens of Santa 





1877. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


ean e err rere es 


Cruz, Santa Cruz County, California, praying for an amendment of 
the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which 
was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Philip Cowen, Mrs. R. M. Marks, 
< D. Gale, Mrs. D. 8. Van Slyke, and others, citizens of Petaluma and 
Santa Cruz, California, praying for an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States prohibiting the several States from disfran- 
a izing United States citizens on account of sex ; which was referred 
+o the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Josephine J. Crawford, Lucy A. 
Woodhams, Alfred R. Woodhams, Charles N. Santer, and others, citi- 

ons of Santa Clara, Santa Clara County, California, praying for an 
amendment tothe Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
cpveral States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 


neve 
ot s@Xs 
s * also presented the petition of Chester Gunn, Lizzie A. Gunn, 
J.W. Strong, Mary J. French, and others, citizens of Julian, San 
Diego County, California, praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States prohibiting the several States from dis- 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Silas Tate, Sallie Tate, Moses 
Choen, Lucinda Mitchell, and others, citizens of Princeton, Colusa 
County, California, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of 
-he United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Cornelia D. Marks, Henry Dudley, 
Maria Peters, L. F. Harbough, and others, citizens of Fresno, Fresno 
County, California, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MAXEY. I present a memorial of the delegates and agents 
of the Choctaw and Cherokee Nations of Indians, remonstrating 
against the passage of Senate bill No. 107, as it now stands, which is 
in charge of the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. INGALLS. ] 

This memorial necessarily refers to that bill which was made the 
special order for to-day, If the billis to be called up to-day, I ask 
that the memorial lie upon the table; and, if the Senator from Kan- 
sas does not succeed in having the bill called up to-day, I ask that 
the memorial be printed, inorder that it may be placed upon the 
desks of Senators. 

fhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will lie upon the table for 
the present, and the order to print will be made, if there be no ob- 
jection. 

Mr. RANSOM presented the petition of Edwin De Leon, late United 
States consul-general in Egypt, praying compensation for judi- 
cial services rendered while acting as consul-general as provided by 
the act of Congress of August 10, 1848; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ROLLINS presented the petition of Charles H. Ladd, trustee, 
«&c., praying compensation for the use and occupancy of certain prop- 
erty in Alexandria, Virginia, by United States authorities during the 
late war; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, accompanied by the memorial of John W. Simkin- 
son & Co., and 809 others, merchants and manufacturers, citizens of 
that city, in favor of the repeal of the bankrupt law; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judjciary. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of Andrew Bovard and 156 


others, citizens of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, praying for | 


legislation in the interest of labor and for the relief of indigent colo- 
nizers on the public lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Edueation and Labor. 

He also presented sundry resolutions adopted by a meeting of bank 
(lireetors in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, in favor of the remonetiza- 
tion of silver and its legal-tender character for all debts, public and 
private; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Dominick Hunt and others, 
citizens of Brown County, Wisconsin, praying for the passage of a law 
authorizing the Oneida tribe of Indians in that State to abandon their 
tribal organization and assume the duties and responsibilities of citi- 
zenship ; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BOOTH presented the petition of W. M. Smith and others, citi- 
zens of San Diego County, California, praying for an amendment of 
the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which 
Was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


a 7 presented the petition of Eva Armstrong and others, citizens 
* Maytie 


Stat 
whi 


es from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; 
— was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


’ 


citizens of the county of San Francisco, California, praying for an 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States 


several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 


ld, Santa Clara County, California, praying for an amend- | 
ment of the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several | 


€ also presented the petition of Mrs. E. M. Walton and others, 


prohibiting the | 


| 








of sex ; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of Martha J. Brown and 
others, citizens of Madison County, Indiana, praying for an amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Thomas J. Page, praying 
for the removal of his political disabilitiesunderthe fourteenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


COMPILATION OF FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I ask leave to make a verbal re- 
port from the Committee on Printing, and to introduce a concurrent 
resolution for printing an edition of the compilation of Federal and 
State constitutions, colonial charters, and other organic laws of the 
United States. This work has been compiled and stereotyped under 
an order of the Senate, and copies of it are to-day on the desks of 
Senators. The compilation having been made under the direction of 
the Senate Committee on Printing, of which I have the honor to be 
chairman, I desire to say a few words concerning it. 

Before the Revolution, the thirteen British colonies on the North 
American continent which afterward became the United States were 
governed under royal grants and charters. In the fall of 1775, when 
a final separation of these colonies from the mother country began to 
be discussed, the convention of New Hampshire made application to 
the continental congress for advice as to the form of government 
which should be adopted. 

This inquiry not receiving a prompt answer it was repeated, and 
Congress then recommended the convenvion of New Hampshire to 
eall a “full and free representation of the people,” and, if upon con- 
sultation it should seem necessary, ‘to establish such a form of gov- 
ernment as in their judgment will best produce the happiness of the 
people, and most effectually secure peace and good order in the prov- 
ince during the maintenance of the present dispute between Great 
Britain and the colonies.” Similar advice upon a similar application 
was soon afterward given to Virginia, and later in that same year 
to South Carolina. 

Some of the colonies refused to take any steps that might lead to 
a separation from the mother country, but New Hampshire led the 
way in assuming the right of self-government in January, 1776, and 
was followed in a few weeks by South Carolina. In May, 1776, the 
convention of Virginia appointed a committee to draw up a bill of 
rights and a frame of government, and the other colonies, with two 
exceptions, successively adopted State constitutions. 

These exceptions were Connecticut, which passed an ordinance de- 
claring its charter of 1662 ‘‘ a free and excellent system of govern- 
ment,” and Rhode Island, which adhered until 1842 to its charter 
granted by King Charles, which, when superseded, was the oldest 
written form of government in the world. This charter was a free 
government, zud embodied the great principle of the founder of the 
colony, soul liberty. Bancroft says of it: 

The supreme power was committed—the rule continues to-day—to a governor, 
deputy governor, ten assistants, now called senators, and deputies from the towns, 
It marks a singular moderation, that the scruples of the inhabitants were so re 
oe ted that no oath of allegiance was required of them; the laws were to be agree- 
able to those of England, yet with the kind reference ‘‘ to the constitution of the 
place and the nature of the people ;’ and with great benevolence the monarch pro- 
ceeded to exercise, as his brother attempted todo in England, and as by the laws of 
England he could not exercise within the realm, the dispensing power in matters of 
religion. ‘‘No person within the said colony at any time hereafter shall be any 
wise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question for any difference in 
opinion in matters of religion; every person may at all times freely and fully enjoy 
his own judgment and conscience in matters of religious concernments.’ ‘he 


charter did not limit freedom to Christian sects alone; it granted equal rights to 
the painim and the worshiper of Fo 


AND STATE 


- * . * 
This charter of government, constituting, as it then seemed, a pure democracy 

and establishing a political system which few beside the Rhode Islanders them 

selves believed to be practicable, remained in existence till it became the oldest 
constitutional charter in the world. It outlived the principles of Clarendon and 
the policy of Charles II. The probable population of Rhode Island at the time of 
its reception may have been twenty-five hundred. In one hundred and seventy 
years that number increased forty-fold; and the government, which was hardly 
thought to contain checks enough on the power of the people to endure even 
among shepherds and farmers, protected a dense population and the accumula 
tions of a widely extended commerce. Nowhere in the world were life, liberty, 

and property safer than in Rhode Island.—Bancroft's Hist. U. S., vol. 2, pp. 62-64. 
That it did not restrain the liberty of the people is evident from 

the fact that on the first Wednesday of May, 1776, twomonths before the 

Declaration of Independence, the general assembly of Rhode Island 

passed an act repealing the act of allegiance to the King of Great 

Britain, and directing that writs and processes df law should cease to 

run in the name of the King, that instead thereof should be inserted 

the names of the governor and company of thecolony. The act is as 
follows: 

An act repealing an act entitled “An act for the more effectually securing to His 
Majesty the allegiance of his subjects in this his colony and dominion of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations,” and altering the forms of commissions of all 
writs and processes in the courts and of the oath prescribed by law. 

Whereas in all states existing by compact protection and allegiance are recip 
rocal, the latter being only due in consequence of the former; and whereas George 
III, King of Great Britain, forgetting his dignity, regardless of the compact most 
solemnly entered into, ratified and confirmed to the inhabitants of this colony 
by his illustrious ancestors and till of late fully recognized by him, and entirely 
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tediously completed proof sheets of what related to each State were | 
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No « as not been engaged in labor of this kind can form an 
idea of the difficulties and embarrassments of the work. 

While every exertion has thus been made to make the compilation 
perfect, there may be some amendment which has been overlooked 
by those who have supplied the matter concerning the State in which 
it was adopted. This edition, however, is virtually a proof edition, 
and the correction of any errors or omissions which it may contain 
will render the work a perfect record of the organic law of these 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be referred tot 
Committee on Printing, if there be no objection. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I merely wish to say a word, and I ask the 

1 Senator who has submitted the resolution. I< 
{ we all do,in every word the Senator has uttered j 
relation to the value of the work which is presented to us. It ma 
be deemed invaluable, but it has occurred to me that there was « 
naterial defect in the resolution under which the work has been pr 
duced. I think there is not in the volume a copy of the articles 
nfederation, Most assuredly that was the basis of our Government 

the adoption of our Constitution, and I rise now simply to mak 

juiry, as the work is to be printed, if there can be an adder 
something that will give ue the articles of confederation, un- 
which our Government was first administered. 
r. ANTHONY. The articles of confederation are in the work. 
r. HAMLIN. Not in their place. 

J ANTHONY. ‘Declaration of Independence, 1776; Articles of 
Confederation, 1777,” 

Mr. HAMLIN, 
there 
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pages 7 to 12. 
I looked cursorily and I did not find it. 
it is all right. 
VICE-PRESIDENT. 
umittee on Printing. 
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mittee on Printing be authorized to pay such compens 
editing the compilation of colonial : 
they may deem proper, not exceeding $1,00 
contingeut fund of the Senate. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Select Committee on the Levees of tu 
Mississippi River, to whom was referred the joint resolution (I. I 
No. 5U) relating to reservoirs to promote the navigation of Mis- 
sissippi River, reported it with au amendment. 

ACCOUNTS OF ATTORNEY FOR DISTRICT OF 

Mr. HOWE. Iam directed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1532) to provide a method f 
the settlement and adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of! 
United States for the District of Columbia, to report it with 
amendment. As the passage of the bill is necessary before certai 
officers of this District can be paid, and it is but of a single section 
very short, I ask for the present consideration of the bill. / 

iy unanimons consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Who 
proceeded to consider the bill. It directs that the emolument retarns 
of the attorney of the United States for the District of Columbia sha" 
| be retarned to the Attorney-General, and the accounts of the sai¢ 
attorney shall be rendered, audited, and paid in the same manner ® 
| accounts of all other district attorneys are rendered, audited, an 

paid. 4 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordere 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT. 
Dp yRSEY, from the Committee on the District of Columbia. ae 
rted the following resolution ; which was considered by unanimous 
porte 
eaeent, and agreed to: 
) ‘That the Committee on the District of Columbia be, and they are 


tructed to inquire into and mapeet, by bill or otherwise, a proper form 
ent for the District of Columbia. 


Mr. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No, 397) to amend an act entitled “An act to 
facilitate commercial, postal, and military communication among the 
several States,” approved June 15, 1806; which was read twice by 
‘ee title, and referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 398) extending the act of July 2, 1862, entitled 
4 An act donating public lands to the several States and Territories 
which may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the 
mechanical arts,” to the State of Colorado, and for other purposes ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Publie Lands. ; ’ 

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 399) granting a pension to Abigail S. Tilton ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 400) to provide for the disposition of the arid 
lands of the United States; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 401) for the relief of Charles H. Moseley ; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. HILL. Lask leave to introduce a bill. I desire to state that 
Lintroduce the bill by request; I know nothing of its merits whatever. 

By unanimous consent leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
402) for the relief of J. C. McBurney, of Georgia; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ALLISON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 403) to enable the Santee Sioux Indians to 
acquire homesteads; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSTON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 404) amendatory of and supplementary to 
the act entitled “An act to incorporate the Texas Pacific Railroad 
Company, and to aid in the construction of its road, and for other 
purposes,” approved March 3, 1371, and the several acts amendatory 
thereof and supplementary thereto; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. KERNAN. I ask leave to introduce a bill at the request of cer- 
tain ship-owners whose petition I presented this morning. 

By unanimous cons2nt, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 405) to amend the first paragraph of section 2541 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to collection districts in the State of New Jersey ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 406) for the relief of the Odd Fellows’ Lodge 
of Pulaski, Tennessee ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8S. No. 407) to declare certain lands heretofore granted 
to railroad companies forfeited to the United States and to open the 
same to settlement; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 408) for the relief of Charles Brewster; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, loave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 409) to restrict the immigration of Chinese to 
_ United States; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 410) to provide for challenges to jurors 
in trials for bigamy and polygamy in the Territory of Utah, and to 
amend section 4 of an act entitled “An act in relation to courts and 
judicial officers in the Territory of Utah,” approved June 24, 1874; 
which w as read twice by its title,and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, 

— gr asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 

ce § f 
ch a vill ¢ 
— to the Committee on the Jndicie=y. 
wee asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
Colt his . vill (S. No. 412) to protect the records of the District of 
cumbia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 

ae on the District of Columbia. 
to i te McMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 

Dtroduce a bill (S. No. 413) to increase the pension of Lawrence 
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“test S. No. 411) to regulate elections and the elective fran- | 
lise in the Territory of Utah; which was read twice by its title, and | 


SI 


C. P. Haskins; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND 
On motion of Mr. VOORHEES, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the claim of Robert Spangh be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Claims 
On motion of Mr. WALLACE, it was 


Ordered, That William S. Morris and ot 
tion and papers from the files of the Senate 


On motion of Mr. MCPHERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers rel 
taken from the files and referred to 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSTON, it 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of 
and referred to the Committce on Claims 

Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers of F. W. E. Lohman, Sam- 
uel Ruth, and Charles M. Carter be taken from the files and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims 


REF=RRED. 
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BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT. 
Mr. SARGENT submitted the following resolution ; 
referred to the Committee on Printing : 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Repre 
gopies of the report of the Loard of Healtl 
Aear 1877, be printed for use and distr 


which was 


. 
entatives concurring, ) That 500 ext: 
1 of the District of Columbia for 
ibution by said board 


OREGON CENTRAL 


Mr. MITCHELL submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to communicate to the 
Senate the number of miles of railroad and telegraph line completed by the Or 
gon Central Railroad Company and accepted by the Government, the number of 
miles uncompleted ; also the number of acres patented to such eompany under the 
act of Congress making a grant of public lands to said company. 


RAILROAD. 


UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO, 


Mr. TELLER. I ask consent to take up the resolution introduced 
afew days since by myself in relation to the Ute Indians in Colorado. 
I think it will not occasion any debate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. TELLER on the 7th instant: 

Whereas an agreement was made on the 13th day of September, 1873, between 
the United States and the confederate band of the Ute Nation for the cession of 
certain lands in Colorado, which agreement was ratified April 29, 1874; and 

Whereas the fourth article of said agreement was in words as follows: “The 
United States agrees to set apart and hold as a perpetual trust for the Ute Indians 
a sum of money or its equivalent in bonds, which shall be sufficient to produce the 
sum of $25,000 per annum; which sum of 225.000 per annum shall be disbursed or 
invested at the discretion of the President as he may direct, for the use and benefit 
of the said Ute Indians annually ;”’ and 

Whereas the said Ute Indians claim that no part of the said annuity payments 
has been made or invested for their benefit: Therefore 

Be it resolved, That the President of the United States be, and ho is hereby, r« 
quested to inform the Senate whether such payments have been made; and, if not 
made, why such payments have not bee made, as required by the fourth article of 
said agreement ; and that the President be, and he is hereby, requested to inform 
the Senate whether the lands ceded to the United States by said Indians have at 
any time since the making of said agreement been occupied by citizens of the 
United States, and whether the same are now so occupied or not. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Representatives were sev- 
erally read twice by their titles and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. No. 591) for the relief of James Smith, late first lieu 
tenant Company F, Forty-sixth Missouri Infantry ; 

A bill (1. R. No. 847) for the relief of Susan Robb ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1142) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of 
Company E, first battalion, Thirteenth Regiment of United States 
Infantry ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1892) for the relief of Mrs. Amanda Rains, of I1li- 
nois. 

The following bills from the House of Representatives were sey 
erally read twice by their titles and referred to the Committee on 
Finance : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1951) for the relief 
Brother, of Parke County, Indiana; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1891) for the relief of the Eagle and Pheenix Man- 
ufacturing Company, of Columbus, Georgia. 

The following bills from the House of Representatives were sev- 
erally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1889) for the relief of David W. Cheeseman, of 
Lake City, in Lake County, in the State of Oregon; and 

A bill (I. R. No. 1637) to establish post-routes in the several States 
herein named. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1888) for the relief of Macon, Georgia, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1896) for the relief of Nancy A. Herrick, of 
Rochester, New York, was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1893) for the relief of Cora A. Slocumb, Ida A. 
Richardson, and Caroline A. Urquhart was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


of John F. Sutherlin & 
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LLL 


SENATOR FROM LOUISIANA. 


VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further business of the 
ing hour there comes up—— 
WADLEIGH. As a matter of privilege, I call up the resolu- 


Phe 


Mr 


tion from the Committee on Privileges and Elections in reference to | 
the Tt 


ht of Mr. Eustis to a seat in the Senate. 
VICE-PRESIDENT. 
present consideration, as a question of privilege, the resolution 


him from the Committee on Privileges and Elections on | 


stunt 


. Which will be read. 
nef Cl 


lerk read as follows: 
That James B. Eustis is lawfully entitled to a seat in the Senate of the 
tates from the State of Louisiana, from the 12th day of January, 1876, for 
li March 3, 1579; and that he be admitted thereto upon taking the 
he VICE-PRESIDENT. 
this re solution. 
Mr. INGALLS. 


jority of the committees 


The question is, Will the Senate agree to 


rewul. 

fhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Kansas calls for the 
reading of the report. The report will be read. 

Phe Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr, Wap- 
LEIGH, from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, on the Ist 
Instant: 

Che Committee on Priv referred the creden- 
United States from the 
years commencing March 4, 1873, ask leave 


ileges and Elections, to whom were 
tials of James LB. Eustis, for a seatin the Senate of the 
State of Louisiana, for the term of six 
to submit the following report 
to have been elected on the 12th of January, 1876. The body 
which elected him was that formed by what is known as the Wheeler compromise ; 
and there is no doubt that it was the lawfal Legislature of Louisiana 
» que arise in First, whether Mr. Eustis was lawfully 
whether, at the time of his election, a vacancy existed which the 
misiana had the right to fill 
ire of Louisiana on the 12th day of January, 1276, consisted of a 
ng one hundred and eleven members and a senate with thirty-six 
On the Lith day of January, 1876, the house voted to go into an election 
for United States Senator, and the senate on the same day refused to do 80. On 
the 12th day of January, it appearing that there had been no election on the day 
before, sixty-four members of the house and twelve members of the senate, being 
a majority of all entitled to seats in both houses, met in joint convention and 
elected Mr. Eustis 
Your committee find that, although the senate refused to take part, as such, in 
iid election, and although a minority of the senate only did take part init, yet 
there was a substantial compliance with the act of Congress of 1866. Upon the 
titutionality of that act your committee express no opinion. The Senate has 
repeatedly, however, by its action, affirmed its constitutionality; and your com 
mittee feel bound by the precedents which the Senate has established 
The second question, whether or not a vacancy existed at the time of Mr. Eustis's 
hich the Legislature of Louisiana had the right to fill, is one of some dif 
At the time of said election Mr. P. B.S. Pinchback was a claimant for 
under two elec in 1273, the other in 1875. His creden 
ns had been presented to the Senate and by 
on Privileges and Elections. Said committee, on the 
», reported a resolution to the Senate that Mr. Pinchback be 
the *thday of March, 1876 
that he be not admitted 
the same day 
ce feel bound to regard that vote of the Senate as a final adjudica- 
sof Mr. Pinchback, and a decision that he had no right to a seat 
tion took place while Mr. Pinchback’'s case was pending in the 
be contended with much force that until the final adjudication 


Mr. Pinchback’s claims there was no vacancy which the Legisla 
ed to til 


Mr. Eustis claims 


stions this case 
ed; secon 


enato 


oor 


el hi \ 
tions—one 
der said electio 


rma then 


resolutiol 


The resolution was passed, 


first session of the Twenty-third Congress, in the case 
a majority of the special committee of the Senate held 
vle Island had no authority to proceed to the clection of 
wat of the Senator-elect had been vacated by a solemn 
nited States. Silas Wright, of New York, made a 
ity of said committee, in which it was contended that 
was not made by the lawful Legislature of the State 
and that therefore Mr. Potter's election while Mr. Robbins’s 
seat in the Senate was still pending was valid 
t soundness of the rule laid down in that 


rt { 


hail of the minor 
onof Mr. Robbir 
itely void 


itte« 


do bot question the 


© not disposed to apply it to this case, where the circumstances are very | 


he case of Potter 
had befor 


Robbins 


eit both his 


Mr. Robbins had been admitted to the 
credentials and those of Mr. Potter; 
‘ The Senate never admitted Mr. Pinchback to his seat 
t he had no right thereto 
: been vacant. Mr. Eustis is the only person who appears to 
iwiul character of the Legislature which elected him is admitted 
~ bstantially in compliance with the law of Congress. No one 
niest his right toa seat. Under these circumstances your committee 
Mr. Eustis should be admitted to the Senate, and report a resolution 
and recommend its passage. 


_ Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, three members of the Committee on 
‘rivileges and Elections did not concur in the report of the majority. 


is hr 


t etlect 


upon which the committee differed were propositions of law. 
facts are undisputed. I will briefly rehearse them. The credentials 
of Mr, Pinchback as Senator from Louisiana were presented to the 
Senate on the 2Ist of January, 1873. On the 4th of December of that 
year they were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
There they remained above two years and on the 7th day of March, 
i576, after a protracted debate, the Senate by a small majority decided 
that Mr. Pinchback should not be admitted to the seat to which he 
claimed to be elected. 

There are three questions involved in the consideration of the 
claim of Mr. Eustis. But two of them have been mentioned in the 
report of the majority of the committee. Those are, first, and con- 
tessedly of great importance, whether there was at the time of the 


The Senator from New Hampshire calls | 


Mr. President, I wish to hear the report of the ma- | 


| seat, being defective and irregular, do not establish a prima facie cas 


that resolution was amended so | 





alleged election of Mr. Eustis a vacancy in the Senate of the Uy; 

States from the State of Louisiana which the Legislature of the s;..- 
was then authorized to fill; and, second, whether there was suc)... 
tion on the part of the Legislature as, even had there been a vaca, . 
would entitle him to sit here. The third question, not refe), 

to by the Committee on Privileges and Elections, is whethey ¢),.., 
are any credentials or any papers before the Senate constituytin, 
prima facie case, that Mr. Eustis has any title to a seat in this bo 
Whatever his rights may be, they must arise from proceedings .. 
sumed to be had under the statute of 1°66, which requires tha; +) 


att 


| action of the Legislature shall be certified to by the governor of +), 
| State from which the Senator shall have been chosen, under t 


he seg 


of the State and countersigned by the secretary of state. The paper 
presented by Mr. Eustis consist merely of an alleged transerjy; 
certain legislative proceedings, unaccompanied by the executive eo, 
tilicate, though it does not appear from any source that the govern, 
ever declined to give the certificate required by the statute. [py ;), 
next place, it does not appear from the transcript that there was 
constitutional quorum of either house present on the day when tip 
separate ballot was had, nor that there was a constitutional majorit 
of both houses on the day when the alleged joint convention , 
held. The chairman of the committee in his report says that— 

The Legislature of Louisiana on the 12th day of January, 1876, consisted ; 
house containing one hundred and eleven members and a senate with thirty. 
senators. 

Neither the transcript that has been presented nor the journal 
the house of representatives and senate of the State of Louisiang 
any place shows what was the number of members to which eg 
house was entitled, nor does it appear that a constitational quor 
of either house was present on the day of the separate ballot or upo 
the day when the alleged joint convention was held. And in ad 


| tion to this I should further state that the volume from which thew 


alleged proceedings are taken is not authenticated as the legal record 
of the proceedings of the Legislature. It isan anonymous pamphlet 
forwarded from some unknown source, placed in the hands of th 
committee, without authority, and containing absolutely no auther 
cation of its verity or of its legality as the record of legislatiy: 
proceedings. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
moment ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. Is he not aware that the constitution and lay 
of Louisiana fix the number of members of the two houses? 

Mr. INGALLS. That I do not dispute. I am alleging that th 
papers which Mr. Eustis presents as the evidence of his claim to 


Will my friend allow me to interrupt him fo: 


in his favor. He has not shown that the number of assem)lymen 
the number of senators required by the constitution of Lonisia 
appeared either at the time when the separate vote was taken or 
the joint convention. 

Mr. THURMAN. But the number of persons who voted in that 
election constituted more than a majority of the aggregate of t 
two houses as fixed by the constitution of Louisiana itself. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, if the statement of the Senator 
from Ohio is evidence, then it can go to the Senate for what it is 
worth. Iam contending that neither in the transcript nor int 


| volume that I hold in my hand is there any proof that the cons 


tion of Louisiana has been complied with. If the certificate requir 
by the statute of 1866 had been signed by the governor and counter 
signed by the secretary of state, I admit the case would be different 


| We should then be bound to assume that the constitution and | 


of Louisiana had been complied with; and if it was disputed 1 
opponents of Mr. Eustis would be compelled to show that this stat 
facts did not exist. But,as Mr. Eustis appears without the certifica 
required by the statute, I hold that he is, in order to make out ! 
case, required to show aftirmatively all the facts required to mak 
his election valid. Therefore the foundation upon which the tit! 


|} a seat in this body should stand is in this case absolutely wanting 


If the executive of Louisiana declined to furnish the certificat 


| quired by the statute of 1566 the cause should be made to appeal 


There must be some reason for the omission. 
Mr. KERNAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a questi 
Mr. INGALLS. Certainly. 
Mr. KERNAN. Was not the house journal before the committe 
showing how many members and senators appeared, and how ma 


’ 


i not tl | members voted, and how many senators voted? 
lhey have not submitted their views in writing, because the questions | 


The | 


Mr. INGALLS. A pamphlet purporting to be “ the official jonma! 
of the proceedings of the house of representatives of the State’ 
Louisiana at the session begun and held in New Orleans, Janua! 
1876,” was before the committee. 

Mr. KERNAN, And it showed these facts: how many senators @! 
members appeared and voted. : 

Mr. INGALLS. But I was going on to say that the pampblet 
absolutely without authentication. : 

Mr. THURMAN. Does the Senator deny that we are bound to tas 
notice of the laws and journals of the Legislature of the State: 

Mr. INGALLS. I certainly do not deny it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Every court does it. 

Mr. INGALLS. I admit that every court does it, but every com" 
does not know what is in the journals and in the Jaws of every 5” 
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-» the Union. It is true that a court takes notice of it, but the court 
aie to the book, refers to the documents, to the journals, and to 
rf ** lumes of the statutes for the purpose of knowing what those | 
the Ve 


se 
= MERRIMON. Will my friend allow me to interrupt him a |} 


y Mi INGALLS. With pleasure. a 

Mr. MERRIMON. He is going upon the assumption—one which | 
"oy existence in fact—that the report of the majority of the com- 
no more than an allegation on the part of the committee, 
eas in fact and in truth the facts stated in this report are the 
ao of the committee. The committee find that— 


I Legislature of Louisiana, on the 12th day of January, 1876, consisted of a 
7 neaining one hundred and eleven members and a senate with thirty-six 
~ On the 11th day of January, 1876, the house voted to go into an election 
1 States Senator and the senate on the same day refused todo so. On 
the lzth day of January, it appearing that there had been no election on the day 

fore. aixty-four members of the house and twelve members of the senate, being 

rity all entitled to seats in both houses, met in joint convention and 
ted Mr. Eustis 


mittee Is 





Now, sir, that is not mere allegation. That is not only the report 
of the committee, but it is the finding of the committee. That is 
the state of facts, which existed at the time the election took place ; 
ind on these facts taken in connection with the constitution of Lon- | 
5 ina of which the Senate takes oflicial notice, there can be no con- 
troversy on the point that there was a quorum at the time the elec- | 
tion took place, and not only a quorum of the house, but that there 
was 2 majority of the members composing the Legislature of Lon- 
isiana present at that time. That appeared to the committee, and the 
committee so found the fact to be. 

rouching this journal, in committee it was not denied that it was 
the lawful journal of the Legislature of Louisiana. It was put in 
evidenee: it was treated as evidence, taken as representing the act- 
ual facts in that connection. 

[hen touching another point that the Senator makes as to a mat- 
ter of fact; he says it does not appear in the papers purporting to be 
the credentials of the applicant that the governor of the State ot Lou- 
siana at that time refused to certify his election. I have not examined 
the papers to see how that is; but I take it the Senator has stated 
the fact correctly. He will remember, however, that a witness was 
introduced and sworn who testified, and it was not contradicted, 
that he accompanied Mr. Eustis to the governor when he demanded 
that he issue the certificate required by law, and the governor at the 
time refused to grant the certificate upon the groand that he alleged 
Pruchback had been elected theretofore. All these questions of fact 
presented by the Senator from Kansas were found by the committee 
and they report the facts in their report, and the report is not mere 
allegation but it is fact. | 

Mr. MITCHELL. By the consent of the Senator from Kansas, I 

sit 


from the committee in this case is not a report on a prima facie case. 
It is a report on the merits. 

Mr. MERRIMON. A report on the merits going into the whole 

Mr. INGALLS. I hope I shall be able to make myself clear and to 
bring the view that I take of the subject fairly before the Senate. 
lis case differs entirely from one in which the claimant appears with 
his credentials in due form under the law of 1866. That law requires 
him, as I have before stated, to have a certilicate of his election, 
signed by the governor, with the seal of the State attached, and coun- 
tersigned by the secretary of state. With that showing, a prima facie 
case is constituted that affirmatively entitles the claimantto be sworn, 

uless there are other objections fatal to his claim. The necessity of 
overthrowing that preponderance of evidence which is established by 
he certificate rests upon those opposing it; but in this case there is 
itle presented. The certificate of the executive is wanting, 
and there is no reason shown why it was not given. 

Mr. MERRIMON. He refused, as a witness swore. 

Mr. INGALLS. I am not disputing about what the witness swore, 
nor about any other fact that isnot in the record. The report of the 
committee does not show that any witness appeared and testilied that 
Governor Kellogg was applied to for a certificate and refused to 
give it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. We did not need toset ont the testimony in the 
report. We found the fact. 

Mr. INGALLS. The fact is not found, Mr. President. There is 
nothing shown in this report in regard to the absence of the signa- 
‘ure and seal of the executive. It 1s afact that is not referred to in 
the report. Neither is there in the transcript of the proceedings that 
is presented any showing upon that point. I therefore contend that 
upon this preliminary question there is no foundation upon which 
the Senate can base action for the admission of Mr. Eustis. 

rhe second question, and the first one presented by the report of 
* majority of the committee, is whether under the statute of 1866, 
assuming that there was a vacancy, Mr. Eustis was legally elected. 
That statute requires that upon a certain day, the second Tuesday 
after the assembling of the Legislature, each house shall ballot sep- 
arately for a member of the Senate. If they both concur in naming 
the same person, then they shall meet in joint convention upon the 
following day, and the result shall be declared. If they do not concur, 
upon that fact appearing in joint convention they shall proceed to | 





th 





| the general elections. And further, that this house at present sits and recogni: 
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ballot once at least upon each day until a majority of the members of 

both houses shall agree in selecting some person to fill the place. 
Now, what are the facts? Upon the 11th day of January, 1576, the 

house of representatives of the State of Louisiana assembled and 


| was called to order by Hon. C. D. Estilette, speaker, and upon the 


call of the roll ninety-nine members answered to their names. Of 
how many members the house consisted we are not informed. After 


\. 


some ordinary legislative business, consisting of the appointment of 


| the standing committees of the house— 


Mr. Kidd moved that the house do now proceed to the election of a United States 
Senator 

Mr. Lowell asked, and obtained, leave to present the following protest 
was read and ordered to be spread upon the minutes 


which 


f 


* We, the undersigned, members of the house of representatives of the State of 
Louisiana, entertaining the belief that there is no vacancy in the United States 
Senate from this State; the General Assembly elected in 1872, on the second Tues 
day after the organization of its first regular session, to wit, January 3, 1873, ac- 
cording to the forms of law, having clected Hon. P. B.S. Pinchback United States 
Senator for the term ending March 4, 1579, cannot consistently participate in an 
attempt to elect a United States Senator; we therefore submit this our formal pro 
test against this proposed action 





The protest was signed by forty-four members of the Legislature, 
which would leave, subtracting them from the number that answered 
to the roll-call on the assembling of the house, fifty-five of the mem- 
bers who concurred in the resolution offered by Mr. Kida. 

Mr. Walker— 


One of the members— 


moved the following as an amendment to Mr. Kidd's motion, to wit 
* That it be adopted that whereas the question of election of United States Sen 
ator has arisen in this house, that while this house recognizes the fact of an exist 


| ing vacancy in the office of Senator of the United States for the State of Louisiana. 


it is the sense of this house of representatives that itis not proper, and at 1 saine 
time would be unjust to the people of the State of Louisiana, for a Senator now to 
be chosen by the suffrages of a senate and house not entirely representative of the 
people, and in part composed in contradiction to the popular willas expressed in 
es 
the present composition as in part de facto and not de jure, and only for the p 
indispensable proceeding for the relief of the Stats 


rposo 


The admissibility of that amendment having been passed upon by 
the Chair— 

Mr. Mathews, of Tensas, inquired from the speaker whether there was any 
oflicial information received in relation to a vacancy of the United States Senator 
from this State 

The speaker answered in the negative 


Mr. Kidd moved that the house take a recess until three p. m 
A motion to adjourn was rejected, and at 2:30 p. m., the house hav- 
ing taken a recess until that time, on acall of the roll sixty members 


| answered to their names and the house proceeded to the election of a 


United States Senator. 
Mr. Kidd nominated Hon. J. B. Eustis, of Orleans 
Mr. Hahn nominated Hon. J. G. Taliaferro, of Catahoula 
And upon a call of the roll the following was the result: 


For Mr. Eustis, 61; for Mr. Taliaferro, 1; for Mr. Ogden, 1 
The speaker announced that Hon. J. B. Eustis, of New Orleans, having received 
an absolute majority of the votes of the members of this house, was declared to be 


the choice of this house for United States Senatei 





On the same cay in the senate 


Senator Blackburn offered the following motion and moved its adoption 
Inasmuch as there seems to be a vacancy in the Senate of the United States 





from Louisiana, and it being very important that our State should be fully and 
ably represented in that branchof our National Government, I move that this senate 
shall now proceed to co-operate in an election to fill said vacancy, to the end that 
there may no longer be any excuse or shadow of reason for depriving Louisiana of 
her proper representation in the councils of the nation 


Uponan executive session being called, thirty-one senators answered 
to their names and tive were absent. 


S 


cnator Whitney offered the following substitute : 
I move that it is the sense of the senate that there is not at present a vac 
the United States ate of a Senator-elect from the State of Louisiana 
Senator Sypher moved to lay the whole subject-matier on the tabl 
Senator Whitney then asked and obtained leave to withdraw his substitute 
Senator Blunt moved to indefinitely postpone the motion offered by Senator 
Blackburn 


ancy 





Upon which the yeas and nays were called; and it was agreed to— 
yeas 20, nays 13; 3 being absent. 

Subsequently 

Senator Whitney offered the following motion and moved its adoption 

“T move that it is the sense of this senate that there is not atthis time a vacancy 
in the Senate of the United States of a Senator-elect from the State of Louisiana.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and this motion was 
sustained by a vote of 22 yeas to 12 nays, 2 being absent. So the 
motion was adopted. 

It will be observed that in the senate of Louisiana upon the ques- 
tion whether a vecaney existed in the Senate of the United States 
from that State, by a vote of 22 yeas to 12 nays, it was decided in the 
negative; and upon that ground, and that alone, the senate refused 
to participate in this pretended election. 

I now pass to the consideration of what occurred upon the follow- 
ing day, the 12th of January. Certain resolutions were offered, and 
upon a call of the house ninety members answered to their names. 

The clerk then proceeded to the senate chamber, and, having returned to the 
house, reported that he had informed the senate of the vote given on yesterday by 
the honse for United States Senator ander the reqnirements of the law, and that 
the house of representatives was now ready to proceed in joint session to the elec- 
tion of a United States Senator ; that no answer had been returned by the senate 


* * * * * 
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s requested to invite the members of the 
eet the members of the house in joint 
lection of United States Senator, to 


vernor the State, ez 
senate had failed to 

ot participat 

n. W. Jasper 

e absence 

sun duties 

k of the house to call 
following mem 


ander, Blackburt 


-obertson, Steven, and 


here mentioned, I suppose to be the claimant to this 

ty-eight members of the house answered to their names, mak- 

total number of mem of tl General Assembly present to 

whereupon thie proceeding of the house and senate on the 
day were read 


. Bb. Eustis there were 


the proceedings in this so-called joint conven 
‘nate was transacting regular legislative busi- 


mbers of that body, as individual citizens of Louisi 


joint convention and participated in it, forming 
» | 


iouse Who voted a majority of the membership of 
President, that the law of 1266 has received sen- 
und that prior to the passage of that law the 
nvolved in the consideration of this case had 


s clected by irregular proceedings a Senator from the 

whose claim was rejected upon a showing similar 
second place in the case of Messrs. Bright and 
ho were elected irregularly and who were ad- 


It is alleged, however, that inasmuch as the 


in both these instances was partisan, it should | 
as conclusive upon the Senate in subsequent cases. | 


mof Mr. Eustis is con erned there is no neces- 

ny partisan considerations. The Legislature of 
lonbtedly democratic. It will sit in January, 1572, 
ould hold that Mr. Eustis is not entitled toa seat 
ild either return him or some other democrat to 
Therefore the necessity for partisanship does not 
estion 18 one of very great interest, heretofore 

s L proper time to give an authoritative con- 

ipon the question, whether the intention of the law 


member of the senate participating with a suf- | 


the members of the house to make a majority of 


illy elect a member of the Senate of the United 


nited States, in speaking upon this sub- 


DAWES Before the Senator takes up his constitutional argu- 
nild like to make an inquiry, if it will not interrupt him. 
INGALLS. I will listen with pleasure. 

DAWES. I desire to obtain information which I do not find 
re tof the majority Che minority report I have not seen. 
INGALLS. It has not been printed. , 


DAWES The Senator is aware of the provision 


n the stat- 


Se i 
t a vacancy shall be filled upon a certain day. I do not see in 
ty report whether the day upon which these proceedings 


| the day contemplated by the statute. 


INGALLS Che question that the Senator from Massachusetts 

y pertinent one, but it cannot be definitely answered 
reason: the statute requires the Legislature that is 
t prior tot] 


he expiration of the term of a Senator to proceed, 
nd ‘Tuesday after their assembling, to vote to elect his suc- 


DAWES he Senator’s attention to section 16, to be 
(Lon page 3 f the Ma.ual: 


Legislature of any State a vacancy exists in the 
Senate, the Legislature shall proceed, on the 
rganization, toeclect a person to fill such vacancy 
ng section for the election of a Senator for 


Now, the trouble in my mind which leads to this inquiry is this: 
If these proceedings in the house and in the senate of Louisiana on 
the first day were on the day fixed by this statute for proceeding to 
fill a vacancy, then it seems to me a provision in the preceding sec- 
tion covers it; and that is the provision which says that if either 


branch fails to conform to the proceeding on the first day, then a 


enate, in the first place in the case of Mr. | 
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Cee 
| 


| joint conventionshall be held on the second day; but if that day had 
yassed 

Mr. WADLEIGH. If the Senator from Massachusetts wi}! 
me to reply 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator will allow me to state the w] 
what I was about to state. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I can state, for the information of the s; 
from Massachusetts, that the proceedings were commence 
second Tuesday after the meeting and organization of the Leg 

Mr. DAWES These proceedings ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH and Mr. THURMAN. Yes. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I should like toask the Senator’s opi 


the phraseology of the preceding section : 


alle uv 
| 


At twelve o’c'ock meridian of the day following that on which pr 
required to take place as aforesaid the members of the two houses s 
1 joint assembly, and the journal of each house shall tuen be read, ax 
person has received a majority of all the votes in each hoase h 
duly elected Senator But if the same person has not received 
} 


| votes in each house, orif either ho as tailed to take proceedin 


y this section, the joint assembly shall then proceed to choos 

“Tf either house has failed.” Now, if the day upon which th 
did prot eed and the Senate failed to proc eed was the day fixe: 
for the proce eding, then did not the meeting on the followi ' 
the members of the two branches of the Legislature, I inguin 
Senator from Kansas, comply with this statate ? : 

Mr. INGALLS. There is nodoubt that the Legislature vy 
rate ly on the day require d by the statute, if there was a va 
I contend that there was no vacancy until the Senate declar 

7th day of March, 1876, that Mr. Pinchback should not lx 
toa seat in this body, and that therefore the action of the Leg 
| was entirely void. 
Mr. DAWES. If the Senator from Kansas will indulge m: 
|} ment more. Do I understand him to concede that if there was a 
cancy this statute has been complied with? 
Mr. INGALLS. I do not concede that. 
Mr. DAWES. Wherein is there a failure to comply with this: 
ute, if there was a vacancy? 

Mr. INGALLS. I was proceeding to state when the Senato 
rupted me. 

Mr. DAWES. I understood the Senator to be about to proce 
the consideration of whether this statute itself was constitut 

Mr. INGALLS. But that includes the consideration of the « 
| to which the Senator has alluded. 

Mr. DAWES. Now, assuming that the statute is constitut 
the moment, will the Senator point out wherein, if there wa 
cancy, this statute has not been complied with ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Ido not assume that it is either constitut 
unconstitutional. 

Mr. DAWES. Assuming that it is constitutional, the Senator 
enlighten me. 

Mr. INGALLS. Under that clause of the Constitution which res 
to Congress the power “at any time by law to make or alter 
regulations,” I have no doubt of the constitutionality of t 
ute, that is of the right of Congress to pass it; but 1 also co 
that any proceedings under the statute which contravene the pro 
ions of the Constitution are absolutely void. 





Article 1, section 3 of the Constitution says: 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators fr 
State, chosen by the Legislature thereof 

And in section 4 of the same article the language is: 


rhe times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Represent 
tives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislatare thereof; but the ( 
gress may at-any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the} 
of choosing Senators. 


That is the sole constitutional indication of the power of Congress 
to legislate upon this subject. The only reservation to Congress 
| the right to make or alter such regulations as the States ma 
scribe tor holding electtons for Senators and Representatives. o 
if in the first paragraph of section 3 the Constitution has de 
that the “ Legislature” shall choose the Senators from each State, a 
the word “ Legislature” has a specific, defined, or ascertainable mea 
ing, then so far as any proceedings under that statute contrav 
that definition they are void. Take the case of the State of L 
ana, forinstance. The Legislature of that State consists of w! 
It does not consist of the house of representatives and twelve wm 
bers of the senate. The Constitution says that the “ Legis! 
Louisiana shall elect Senators of the United States from that 5 
Now, if the Legislature of that State consists of a senate and | 
of representatives, then in so far as the statute of 1866 provid 
the concurrence of those two bodies is not necessary to elect 
| tainly is void. If, however, the authority granted by the Coust 
tion to Congress to alter the regulations under which Senators ma) 
be elected by the States implies the power to declare that any © 
| body than or less than the Legislature may elect, I admit that | 
proceedings, no matter what they are, under this law would be vali 
In the discussion that arose incidentally the other night upon ( 
question of the admission of Mr. BuTLER from South Carolina t's 
| same subject was indirectly considered. The Senator from Orego! 
{Mr. MITCHELL] then asked the Senator from Mississipp! (Mr. 
LAMAR] whether in case one of the houses should refuse to concur l! 
| anelection and the more numerous body having in itself a majority 
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both houses should proceed to elect without the concurrence of a | lature; and the State has a right to insist upon the action of its 


single member of the Senate, that would be valid as an election ? Legislature in sending a Senator here. 

“Mr MITCHELL. That is not this case, however, | _Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow me to-make-a sugges- 
Mr. INGALLS. No, sir, that is not this case; but if the law of 1866 | tion ? 

a4 = be construed that less than a quorum of both houses assembled Mr. INGALLS. Yes, sir. 

+ convention are competent to elect, then it follows that the Mr. THURMAN. Does my friend from Kansas think that the 

narticipation of a single senator with a sufticient nuwber of the lower | choice of a Senator is a legislative act ? 

i ouse to make a@ majority of both coustitutes the “Legislature ” de- | Mr. INGALLS. The Constitution declares it to be an act to be per- 

fine ~ the Constitution. And I think it would logically follow that | formed by the Legislature. 

the lower house might elect without the concurrence of a single | Mr. THURMAN. But does he consider it a legislative act ? 

member of the senate. Mr. INGALLS. Ido not. I consider it a specifie act detined by 
Mr. MITCHELL. May I ask the Senator from Kansas, then, this | the Constitution, not legislation. 

ouestion: He holds, as I understand, that any law that Congress may Mr. THURMAN. Ido not like to inject a speech into any other 

pass under that constitutional grant he has just read which should | Senator’s speech although a great many are injected into mine. 

provide for the election of a United States Senator by the votes of a Mr. INGALLS. I am not making a speech and shall be happy to 

less number than a quorum of both branches, would be an unconsti- | hear the Senator. 

tutional act. Mr. THURMAN. If the Senator will pardon me, I wish to throw 
Mr. INGALLS. A void act. out a suggestion for his consideration. There is a view of the Con- 


Mr. MITCHELL. Then, as a matter of course, the Senator from | stitution which has always been perfectly satisfactory to me and 
Kansas must necessarily hold that this act of July 25, 1866, is uncon- | which fully sustains the constitutionality of this law of Congress in 
stitutional. every respect. Its constitutionality does not depend at all upon the 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not hold that it is unconstitutional, because, | circumstance of whether in the joint meeting there is a majority of 
as | have endeavored to show before, it is possible that a legal elec- | each branch of the Legislature. If it did the law would not be worth 
tion may occur under it. It is undoubtedly true that under the | the paper it is printed on, for it was passed for the express purpose 
statute both houses by a majority may concur in an election, as they | of counteracting the factious opposition of a majority in one branch 
very frequently do. Therefore the statute is not unconstitutional. | of the Legislature to an election of Senator. But the true interpre- 
It comes clearly within the power granted by the Constitution in | tation of the constitutional provision the Senator has read, that the 
section 4 of article 1 to alter the regulations under which Senators | Legislature are to choose Senators, is simply that the members of the 
may be elected by the States. Legislature are an clectoral body. They do not act in their organ- 

Mr. MITCHELL. But does not the statute by specific provision | ized capacity as a Legislature. If they did it would require a ma- 
and negation provide that elections may take place also without the | jority of each house to elect a Senator, and each house would have a 


constitutional quorum of each house being present ? | complete negative upon the other. But the Constitution simply 
Mr. INGALLS. Ido not so understand it. creates them an electoral body for the choice of a Senator of the 
Mr. MITCHELL. I think it does. United States. 
Mr. INGALLS. Ido not agree with the Senator. That is the interpretation which ought to be put upon the Consti- 
Mr. WADLEIGH. Will the Senator from Kansas allow me to ask | tution if there was any doubt whatsoever about it, because, where 
him whether or not in the case of Mr. Kellogg less than a quorum of | two interpretations can be put upon the Constitution one of which 
the senate assisted in his election, and whether the same objection | tends to preserve the Government and the other tends to destroy it, 
which he applies to this case would not have applied to that ? | that interpretation is to be preferred which tends to preserve and 


Mr. INGALLS. “Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,” and | that which tends to destroy is to be rejected. One of the dangers of 
certainly suflicient unto yesterday is the evil thereof. That matter | our Federal system results from the very fact that States might re- 
has passed into history. It is no longer before us. It is res adjudicata. | fuse to choose Senators to this floor; and any interpretation of the 
But inasmuch as the point was not raised it certainly does not settle | Constitution that would put it in the power of a bare majority of 
anything in this case. It would be a very novel proposition that in | one branch of a Legislature to prevent the representation ot a State 
the trial of a case where a point might be involved which was not | in the Senate of the United States is an interpretation that is not 
raised and not passed upon by the court should in another case be | admissible at all if the words of the Constitution will permit the 
held to be binding. Certainly the Senator cannot mean that. other interpretation which I have given. 

Mr. DAWES. Do I understand the Senator from Kansas to say | Those were the views of the men who passed this act of 1866; and 
that, so far as the law of 1866 provides for the election of a Senator in | it was done in view of the fact that in the State of Indiana the sen- 
convention on the second day, it is unconstitutional if it authorizes | ate had refused to go into an election and that in the State of Missis- 
such an election in convention unless a quorum of each branch be | sippi the same thing had happened; that in the State of Ohio it had 
then in convention ? happened ; that in the State of California it had happened; and it 

Mr. INGALLS. An election by any body of men which is not the | was to put an end forever to any such thing that this law was passed. 
Legislature of the State, in the language of the Constitution, is a void | It authorizes a majority of the aggregate of the Legislature, that is, 
election, a majority of that electoral body called the Legislature, to choose a 

Mr. DAWES. Nobody has controversy with the Senator upon such | Senator. 
an averment as that. The only question is what is “the Legislature?” | Let me call the attention of my friend from Kansas to another con- 
If the Senator gets the idea of my inquiry, I should like an answer, | sideration which fully supports the view take. If his view is right, 
whether it is possible to provide by law for a legal election of a Sen- | there never had been a Senator in the State of Ohio, and perhaps not 
ator in the convention of a Legislature that does not at the time con- | a Senator in nine-tenths of the States, chosen prior to 1866, according 
tain in it a majority of each branch of the Legislature. tothe Constitution of the United States. .The universal practice from 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the Legislature of a State is the | the beginning, the contemporaneous interpretation of the Constitu- 
creature of the State. It is created by the State. Congress has no | tion, was forthe two houses of the Assembly to meet in joint conven- 
power to declare what shall be the Legislature of Louisiana or of | tion and there choose a Senator. Ineed not tell toany lawyer, as my 
Massachusetts ; and if the Legislature of aState under its constitution | friend from Kansasis, that the two houses meeting in joint convention 
consists of a senate and of a house of representatives, any statute of | does not make them a Legislature in the ordinary sense of the term. 
Congress that attempts to confer any power that is to be exercised | Could the two houses of Assembly meet in joint eonvention and pass 
by the Legislature upon a body of men that under the laws and con- | s law? Nobody would contend it for a moment, because it would be 
stitution of that State is not the Legislature is wholly void. directly in the face of the constitution of the State which gives the 

Mr. DAWES. Ihave only to reply to the Senator, as 1 did a moment | senate of the State, although composed of a much smaller number 
ago, that such a form of statement does not provoke any controversy | than the house, a negative upon every act of the house that is in the 
anywhere. What is not the Legislature of Louisiana by its own con- | shape of legislation, that requires the concurrence of each housé act- 
stitution and laws of course cannot elect a Senator under the Con- | ing separately and distinetly. It would be directly in the face and 
stitution of the United States. But I come back to the interrogatory | teeth of that requirement, that very fundamental constitution of the 
which I put to the Senator: can a Senator be elected in a convention | Legislature, if the senate could abnegate its power and meet in joint 
of the two houses of a Legislature unless there be in that convention | convention with the more numerous branch of the Legislature, and 
at the time a majority of each branch ? then let a majority of the votes decide. Could itdo so upon a billor 
_ Mr. INGALLS. It appears to me that the statement of the Senator | resolution? Nobody would pretend it. Yet from the very founda- 
Is answered amply by the remarks that I have made. Congress can- | tion of the Government it has done so in nine out of ten of the States 
hot create any body to elect Senators to the Senate from any State. | as to senatorial elections; nay, more, all the New England States, 
The authority to elect Senators is lodged in the Legislature of the | every State I believe in which there has been a senatorial election, 
State; and if Congress by any law attempt to create a body or a | has pursued that course from the very foundation of the Government. 
convention, which is not the Legislature of the State, and confer | It will not do, therefore, to say that the word “legislature” in the 
eae = power to elect, they are ultra vires; they have gone | clause of the Constitution speaking about the choice of a Senator 
‘ . the ir authority. Therefore I believe that while this statute | means the Legislature acting in its organized legislative capacity, com- 

hot unconstitutional, because it comes clearly within the powers | posed of two houses, each of which has a negative upon the other. 





ae by Congress, yet if under it any body of men less than the | The whole scope of the Constitution, its purpose, and the necessary 

— of the State, as recognized, created, and defined by its | preservation of the Government, all lead to the same conclusion, that 

United ¥, attempts to exercise the power to elect a Senator of the the Legislature of the State when spoken of there is simply a body of 
ited States, that act is void. The State decides what is its Legis- | electors. 
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Mr. INGALLS. 


Mr. President, I entirely agree with the canon of | the Legislature of Louisiana under the act of 1866 was entitleq , 


constraction that the Senator from Ohio has laid down. Of two | fill? That question has already received interpretation by the g, 
interpretations of a doubtful clause in the Constitution that must 


be selected which will make it operative ; 
tion of the Senator to the fact that until 1866 it never was deemed 
necessary by Congress to pass any act whatever upon this subject; 


but let me call the atten- | to which the report of the majority of the committee refers. 


and stead of the contemporaneous construction or authority of com- 
" itors being as the Senator from Ohio states, it has been exactly 
the opposite Chancellor Kent, in his Commentaries, and Judge 
' th affirmatively declare that it must have been the original 
inte of the framers of the Constitution that both houses of a 
I tu hould coneur in the election of a Senator; and until 1°66 
no} er supposed that it was in the power of Congress to mak« 
a y less than a Legislature capable of electin:: a Senator of the 
I tecdl States, 

l truth is, Mr. President, that the statute of 1°66 was one of the 
badly ilts of the war. It never had any necessity in the orderly 
condition of our affairs. It arose out of the turbulence, the disorder, | 
the disquiet, and the irregularities that followed civil strife, and is 
one of i vorst results. So far from the Senate ever having hereto- 


fore contended that less than a majority of either branch was compe- 
tent to concur in the election of a Senator, the fact is that its action 
has been prec isely the opposite. Instead of the fact being as the Sen- 
ator trom hat unless 
tenths 
floor, it is exac tly the reverse, and that, if his construction were true, 
tenth would never have had seats here. The truth is, as every 
Senator knows, that under this law the cencurrence of both 
houses, in nearly every State in this Union, has been considered essen- 
tial to the election of Senator. Iam surprised that a man with the 
learning, the reading, and the experience of the Senator from Ohio 


Ohio contends, t his construction is true nine- 


even 


ate in a similar case that was decided in the Twenty-third Congres 
held that a vacancy did not oceur until it was officially ase = oad 
and declared by the Senate. And applying that rule to this ea. 
is a final, conclusive argument against the right of Mr. Enstis, 
vacancy from the State of Louisiana which that Legislatuy 
authorized to fill, did not occur until the 7th day of Mar h, 1s? 

rhe VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The question is, Will the 
to the resolution. 

Mr. INGALLS called for the yeas and nays, and they reo 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, in reply to what has |y 
by the honorable Senator from Kansas, I desire to say but a s 
word. One objection which he has made to the admission of )j 
Eustis is that he brings here no certificate of his elect’on sig \ 
the governor of Louisiana. It that that objectio; 
tirely immaterial. It appeared in evidence before the con 
that application was made tothe governor for such certificate ay 
he said he could not very well give it because he had alread 
one certificate to Mr. Pinchback. But it appeared to the con, 
that the certificate of the governor, if it had been given, would be x 
ply evidence of Mr. Eustis’s right to his seat. It is not 


Cast 


Senate 


strikes me 


The on} 


| dence that the Senate may receive; and if itis proved otherwise 


of the States would have had no representation upon this | 


should advance propositions that are so widely incorrect, both as | 


matiers of law and matters of fact. 

But, sir, | was proceeding, when interrupted by the Senator from 
Massachusetts and the Senator from Ohio, to state in brief my views 
with regard to the effect of this law under the two clauses of the 


constitution; and I will conelude by observing that, while I regard 


the law as constitutional and within the authority of Congress to 
enact, lam confident that any act performed under it by any body 


of men in a State other than the Legislature in assuming to elect a 
Senator is entirely void. If my construction is not true, then the 
most absurd and dangerous results must inevitably follow. Take the 
ease of Louisiana, where the senate consists of thirty-six members 
and the house, as the Senator from Ohio tells us, of one hundred and 
eleven, making an aggregate body of one hundred and forty-seven, 
of which seventy-four is a quorum, A quorum of the house of rep- 
would be fifty-six. Now, unless the concurrence of a 
quorum of the senate, as a senate, is necessary as a component branch 
of the Legislature to elect a Senator under the clause of the constitu- 
tion that has been quoted, then a mere fraction of the popular branch, 
with a single senator, can assemble under the law of 1866 and elect 
a member of this body. 

Unless the senate of the State of Louisiana, as a senate, is entitled 
to concur in this election, why is the word “ Legislature” used in the 
Constitution, and if it merely requires a sufticient number of votes 
to make a majority of both houses, if they should assemble to elect 
a Senator under this clause of the Constitution, then why cannot the 
members of the lower house do it if they constitute that number of 


votes? 


Mr. MITCHELL. 

Mr. INGALLS. 

Mr. MITCHELL. 
assembly. 

Mr. INGALLS. Thatis merely a description, a title, a designation; 
and even admitting what the Senator from Oregon would claim, all 
that it would require would be the infusion of a single member of the 
Senate, one single drop would suflice to tincture the whole draught 
80 that he would form the Legislature under this clause of the Consti- 
tution 

Che remaining question, Mr, President, and the second one which 
is considered by the majority of the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections in their report is, whether there was, at the time when the 
Legislature of Louisiana is alleged to have taken this action, a va- 
cancy which authorized them to act under the statute of 1866. I 
have already alluded to the historical condition of this case. Mr. 
Pinechback was elected by the Legislature that was chosen in 1872. 
His credentials were in due form; they were authenticated by the 
executive of that State; they were laid upon the table of the Sen- 


resentatives 


There must be a joint assembly. 
Who is going to make that inquiry? 
The statute prescribes that it must be a joint 


ate on the Zist of January, 1573; they were referred to the Committee | 
on Privileges and Elections on the 4th of December, 1273, and there | 


they continued during all the varying fortunes of debate until the 
7th day of March, 1576, when the Senate by a majority vote declared, 
not that there was no election in 1273, not that the action of the Leg- 
islature was void ab initio, and that therefore there had been a va- 
cancy from the time when Mr. KELLOGG had resigned his seat, but 
that Mr. Pinchback be not “ admitted to a seat in the Senate.” The 
action of the Legislature assuming to elect Mr. Eustis having oc- 
eurred on the 11th and 12th of January, 1870, nearly two months 


lawful election of Senator took place, the absence of the certii 
cannot fatally atiect the title of the claimant. 

Mr. INGALLS. I hope the Senator from New Hampshire does 
intend to represent me as saying that it did. If the Senator y 
that as my opinion, he certainly does me very great wrong. | sai 
that the certificate of the governor was necessary to constitut: 
prima facie case for Mr. Eustis under the law of 1566, and that i 
absence of that Mr. Eustis was bound to show aflirmatively eye; 
fact necessary to make his election good. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Now, in order to show his election Mr. Eust 
brings here what my friend from Kansas calls a pamphlet and yx 
haps it may be called so because it is not bound in covers. But t! 
pamphlet is the official journal of the Legislature of the State of Lou- 
isiana published by authority and at the public printing otiice of 
State. I do not understand that before the committee any question 
was made or has been made elsewhere as to the authenticity of t! 
document, or that it does not show what took place in the Legislatur 
at the time Mr. Eustis claims to have been elected. So far as that is 
concerned, the committee, in the absence of any objection and 
the production of a volume which appears to be the official jour 
of the Legislature of Louisiana, took it for granted that it was su 
and nothing appears to the contrary; and 1 do not suppose tii 
friend the Senator from Kansas, has any doubt whatever that ii is 
That shows that the election of Mr. Eustis took place as stated byt 
committee in substantial compliance with the act of Congress ot |> 

As to the constitutionality of that act, the members of the Se 
can individually judge for themselves, but at this very session every 
one of them has voted in favor of the construction of that act wh 
the committee has seen fit to adopt in this case. In the case of Mr 
BUTLER, the Senator from South Carolina 

Mr. INGALLS. I did not vote for Mr. BUTLER’s admission. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Iam well aware of that, but a part of thes 
ate did. In Mr. BUTLER’s case there was not a majority of the sen- 
ate of South Carolina present at his election. 

Mr. INGALLS. Did the Senator vote for him? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I did not. In the case of Mr. KeELLoa«, how- 
ever, for whom my friend from Kansas and myself both voted, the 
same fact existed. In his case, too, there was not a quorum of th 
senate of Louisiana participating in his election. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think there was. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. My friend the Senator from Kansas says he 
thinks there was. The report of the Committee on Privileges aud 
Elections in that case shows clearly that there was not, that there 
were only seventeen members of the senate who participated in bis 
election. So then, upon the question of the constitutionality of pro- 
ceedings like these, every member of the Senate, either in the 
case or the other, is on record at this very session in favor of the cou- 
struction which the committee has adopted. 

My friend the Senator from Kansas says truly that in this case 
there is no political question. There is no doubt that if Mr. Eustis 
is not admitted a democrat will be elected or appointed from ti 
State of Louisiana and come here and take the seat. | do not sip 
pose that either political party can hope to lose or gain by relusing 
to admit Mr. Eustis except so far as in the personal character of bin 
who succeeds in getting the seat is concerned. 

Upon that point Ido not understand that any charges are made 
against Mr. Eustis of improper conduct in the election or elsewhere, 
and I understand from all parties (if that has anything to do wilt 





| this case, as I conceive it has not) that he is a gentieman of the 


previous to the time when the Senate declared that Mr. Pinchback | 


should not be admitted, the question is, was there a vacaney which 


highest personal character. 

So far as the last question raised by my friend the Senator irom 
Kansas is concerned, whether there wasa vacancy at the time oi ts 
election which the Legislature had a right to fill, the committee have 
reported that they are not wholly free fromdoubt. The case of Pot- 
ter rs. Robbins seems to have been one in point. In that case, how- 
ever, Mr. Robbins had been admitted to the Senate and thereby it had 





1877. 


—— 


‘knowledged that his election was nota void election. It had 
acknowledged that he had a prima facie right to the 
sat for some considerable time in the Senate of the 
United States. There was a contest as to whether he or Mr. Potter 
a0 ed to the seat. Upon that contest the committee held the 
rule to be as the committee state in their report. But in this case 
Mr, Eustis comes here without any opposition whatever. There is 
~ ponitest. Nobody contests his seat ; nobody appears to oppose his 
ioht The State of Louisiana has a right to be represented upon 
this fl wr, and he produces the evidence of his election. The com- 


been ac 
been thereby 
seat and he had 


was ¢ ntitl 
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roe saw fit under these cireumstances to recommend his admission | 


to the Senate. 
; ae friend the Senator from Kansas says further that if Mr. Eustis 
not adnitted the Legislature of Louisiana, which is soon to be in 
eession, may elect hissuecessor. Lf my friend the Senator from Kan- 
‘lds the Legislature of Louisiana to a strict construction of the 
act of sob 1 is doubtful whether they can elect his successor. It 
may be contended, perhaps, that the Legislature of a State must fill 
a vacaney at the next session after the vacancy occurs. 

Mr. INGALLS. Oh, no. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. It may be contended that the statute requires 


sas li 


| some debate, on the 20t 


that, and, if so, that one session of the Legislature having passed since | 


the Senate declared a vacancy to exist the next Legislature cannot 
elect a Senator. The result of that might be to keep one seat empty 
and the State of Louisiana only half represented upon this floor till 
the end of the term. That, I take it, no Senator here wishes to ac- 
complish. I take it that we are all willing and anxious that Louis- 
iana should be fully represented if she sends here one who shows 
that he has a right to represent her. I am sure none here will regret 
that the long contest over this seat is soon to be ended by the admis- 
sion of a gentleman whose personal character is so high with all par- 
ties as that of Mr. Eustis and whose title is so good that no one ap- 
ears to contest it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Will the Senate agree to 
the resolution, upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection, and it is 


so ordered. 

Mr. WALLACE. I move that the Chair have power to fill the 
vacancies on the committees occasioned by the resignation of the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. McDonaLp] and the Senator from Florida, 
{ Mr. JONI 8. ] 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection, and the 
Chair appoints the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Eustis] to fill the 
vacancy upon the Committee on Indian Affairs and also the vacancy 
upon the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. . 


INDIAN CITIZENSHIP, 


Mr. MATTHEWS. With the permission of the Senator from Kan- 
sas, (Mr. INGALLS,] who has charge of the bill that was made the 
special order for to-day, I ask to lay that aside for the purpose of 
taking up the resolution introduced by me on the 6th instant in refer- 
ence to the silver question. 

Mr. INGALLS. The bill enabling Indians to become citizens, after 
h of November was made a special order for 
to-day at one o’clock. Iam anxious that some action should be taken 
upon it; but several Senators have appealed to me for further time, 
and if the Senate will consent that the bill may be made the special 
order for the 15th day of January, with the understanding that it is 
then to be taken up and continued until coneluded, I should be glad 


| to have that disposition made of it. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


The Senator from Kansas asks that the 


| bill named by him in his place be made the special order for the 15th 


day of January, to which the Chair hears no objection. It is so 


| ordered. 


Mr. PATTERSON, (when Mr. BUTLER’s name was called.) My col- 


league [Mr. BUTLER] is paired on all party questions with the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, [Mr. Bruce.] But on this question the Senator 
from Mississippi votes “ yea” and if my colleague were here he would 
also vote “ yea.” He need not have paired with any republican ; it 
seems they are all going to vote for Mr. Eustis. 

Mr. WHYTE, (when his name was called.) Upon this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. SPENCER.j If he 
were present, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “yea.” I de- 
sire also to say that my colleague [Mr. DENNIS] is paired with the 


| interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where the 
| authorizing the issue of such obligations had expressly provided that the 


Senator from Pennsylvania, { Mr. CAMERON.] The Senator from Penn- | 


sylvania would vote “nay,” and my colleague would vote “ yea,” if 
they were present. 

The Secretary concluded the call of the roll. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I am paired with my colleague [Mr. Con- 
OVER] on all political questions except this. I cannot say how he 
would vote if he were here, although I am inclined to think he would 
vote “yea.” However, I am not paired with him on this question. 

The result was announced—yeas 49, nays 8; as follows: 


YEAS—49. 
Kernan, 
Kirkwood, 
Lamar, 
McCreery, 
McDonald, 
McPherson, 
Matthews, 
Maxey, 
Merrimon, 
Mitchell, 
Morgan, 
Oglesby, 


Anthony, 
Bailey, 
Barnum, 
Bayard 
Beck 
Booth 
Bruce 
Burnside, 
Chaffe« 
Christianey, 
Cockrell, 
Coke, 


Davis of W. 


Dawes, 

Dorsey, 

Eaton, 

Ferry, 

Garland, 
Gordon, 

Harris, 
Hereford, 

Hill, 

Johnston, 

Jones of Florida, 
Jones of Nevada, 


Paddock, 
Patterson, 
Plumb, 
Randolph, 
Ransom, 
Saulsbury, 
Teller, 
Thurman, 
Voorhees, 
Wadleigh, 
Wallace, 
Withers. 
Va., 
NAYS—8. 
Ingalls, 
MeMillan, 


ABSENT—lLe. 
Hoar, 
Kellogg, 
Rollins, 
Sargent, 


Allison, 


\ Hamlin, 
Cameron of 


Morrill, 
Howe, 


Vis., Saunders. 


Armstrong, 
Blaine, 
Lutler, 


Conover, 
Davis of Illinois, 
, Dennis, 
Cameron of Pa., Edmunds, 
Conkling, Grover, 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
fhe VICE-PRESIDENT. 
advance to the desk and take the oath of office. 
! Mr. Eustis advanced to the Vice-President’s chair, escorted by Mr. 
THURMAN ; and the oath prescribed by law having been administered 
to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 


Sharon, 
Spencer, 
Whyte, 
Windom. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. MCDONALD. I ask to be excused from serving upon the 


Committee 
hing of the session. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. To which the Chair hears no objection ; 
and the Senator is excused. 


upon the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


| entitled ‘ 


all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issuec 


| and interest, is not in violation of the public faith nor in derogation of the rig 


Mr. PADDOCK submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of 
the United States; and it was ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS, 


Mr. MATTHEWS. I now move to take up the resolution intro- 
duced by me on the 6th instant 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to consider 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. MatrHews December 6; 


Whereas, by the act entitled ‘* An act to strengthen the public credit,”’ approved 
March 18, 1800, it was provided and declared that the faith of the United States 
was thereby solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all the 
law 


samo 
might be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver 

Whereas all the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued by the act 
entitled ‘An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 
14, 1870, by the terms of said act were declared to be redeemable in coin of the 
then present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin; 
and 

Whereas all bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under the act 
An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved Jan- 
uary 14, 1875, are required to be of the description of bonds of the United States 
described in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled ‘‘ An act to 
authorize the refunding of the national debt ;"’ and 

Whereas, at the date of the passage of said act of Congress last aforesaid, to wit, 
the 14th day of July, 1570, the coin of the United States of standard value of that 
date included silver dollars of the weight of 4124 grains each, declared by the act 
approved January 14, 1837, entitled ‘An act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 
act establishing a mint and regulating the coins of the United States,’"’ to be alegal 
tender of payment, according to their nominal value, for any sums whatever : 
Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate, 


; and 


(the House of Representatives concurring therein,) That 
under the said 
acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, at the 
option of the Government of the United States, in silver dollars, of the coinage of 
the United States, containing 412} grains each of standard silver ; and that to restore 
to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said bonds, prince = 

its 


| of the public creditor. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. Mr. President, the General Assembly of the State 


| of Ohio at its session last winter adopted the following resolution : 


Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That common honesty to 
the tax-payers, the letter and the spirit of the contract under which the great body 
of its indebtedness was assumed by the United States, and true financial wisdom, 
each and all, demand the restoration of the silver dollar to its former rank as law- 
ful money. 


This resolution was passed with great unanimity. There were but 
three negative votes in the house of representatives and but one in 
the senate, and I have no doubt it expresses the deliberate and con- 
sidered public opinion of the people of that State with the same pro- 


| portion among them as to unanimity as was evidenced by the vote of 


If the Senator-elect is present he will | 


their representatives in the General Assembly. 

I have been moved, Mr. President, in part by that expression of 
public opinion of the State which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent in this body, to introduce the resolution which has been just re- 
ported to the Senate by the Secretary. The resolution to which I 


| now speak does not cover the entire ground covered by the resolution 


| of the General Assembly of Ohio, for the latter not only expresses 


on Indian Affairs, to which I was assigned at the begin- | 


the opinion contained in the resolution now pending in this body, 
that the restoration to the coinage of the country of the silver dollar 
authorized by the legislation prior to the year 1873 is not iu violation 
of the public faith nor in derogation of the rights of the public cred- 
itor, but it also expresses the opinion that this restoration of that 


M — C | coin is demanded by true financial wisdom; in other words, that it 
t. JONES, of Florida. I ask to be relieved from further service | 


is not only the right of the United States consistently with its obli- 
gations to its creditors to restore to its coinage the silver dollar, but 
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that it is expedient and wise and in pursuance of a proper public 
policy so to do. 

It ia not my purpose at this time to discuss the latter question as 
to what is required by enlightened self-interest on the part of the 
Government and people of the United States, nor what is required 
by true and sound financial wisdom, nor what it may be expedient or 
politic for the Government and people to do, but whether it would 
be right for them to do it if, upon further consideration and at the 
proper time, they should be satisfied that their interest requires them 


to legislate in that direction. In my opinion, sir, it is right for the | 


Government to declare and to do this thing, using the word “ right” 
in the sense of legal, in the sense of equitable, in the sense of moral 
lit, and, perhaps, in the case of a sovereign government there 
not be any well-considered distinction between those ideas, for 
he Government of the United States is not the subject of law; it is 
ver of law; it is the law-maker, and the law-maker is not the 
ibjeet ef the law which he makes. And, inasmuch as there is no 
sanction for the enforcement of the obligations of the statutes or of 
contracts made under the statutes as against the Government, as 
there is against the citizen and the subject, so it is always a question 
of honor, of good faith, and of morals whe ther the Government will 
lo or refrain from doing the particular thing in question. 
Nevertheless it is convenient to divide those questions, although in 


their nature they are indivisibie, for we are accustomed to try those } 


+! 


s by different standards; and it is my purpose briefly to-day to 
show that by the letter of the law,if it were about being enforced in 
favor of or against any party subject to its provisions, they would 
have the right in that sense to restore silver to its former rank as a 
coin, and, further, to show that not only the letter of the law would 
authorize and justify that, but that the spirit of the law would au- 
thorize and justify it too; and that is that sucha procedure is within 
the purpose and the intention of the law, within its scope, within 
t! provisions of the law applicable to it; con trued not technic- 
ally, not with literal exactness, but liberally, in furtherance of the 
plain and manifest purposes which were had in view at the time of 
its passage; and, further, to show that, outside of the law, taking into 
view all the circumstances of the case, every fact, every event, every 
incident of legislation, every peculiarity in the situation, everything 
that belongs to the case, in every sense it is not in violation of the 
dictates of public honor, or of public justice, or of public equity in 
the dealings of the Government with its creditor to restore the law to 
the condition in which it was in respect to coinage prior to the pas- 

of the demonetizing act of 1873. 

recitals in the resolution refer to three distinct periods in our 

» history and classify the public obligations by reference to 

es. The first recital refers to all the obligations which were 

tanding on the date when the “act to strengthen the public 

credit” received the executive sanction: the 18th day of March, 1869. 

That statute corrected and supplemented all the prior legislation on 

the subject by making an express and emphatic declaration and deti- 

nition of the public faith in respect to the existing and then out- 
standing obligations of the Government. It provided as follows: 

Phat in order to remove any doubt as to the purpose of the Government to dis- 

ill just obligations to the public creditors and to settle conflicting questions 

terpretations of the laws by virtue of which such obligations have been con 

it ishereby provided and declared that the faith of the United States is 

y ple ed to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all the obligations of 

ed Siates not bearing interest, known as United States notes, and of all 

est-bearing obligations of the United States, exceptin cases where the 

horizing the issue of any such obligation [as expressiy provided that the 

ay be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver. But 

iid interest-bearing obligations not already due shall be redeemed or paid 

aturity unless at such time United States notes shall be convertible mto 


t the option of the holder, or unless at such time bends of the United States 
a lower rate of interest than the bonds to be redeemed can be sold at par 


And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith to make provision 


arliest practicable period for the redemption of the United States notes in | 


If the word “coin,” as used in this act, for any sufficient reason 
must be interpreted as meaning gold coin alone, and not as including 
ver coin as then known to the laws of the United States, we are 
met at once by a consequence to which I wish to call the attention | 


ol tt 


e Senate, and that is that it would be just as illegal and just as 
dishonorable to pay the United States Treasury notes circulating as 
money in any other than gold coin as so to pay the interest-bearing 
obligations of the Government ; so that, if we are shut up to a gold 
payment of our bonds by the terms of the law or the spirit of the law 
or the obligations of honor, then also are we concluded, in respect to 
the resumption of payment of our non-interest-bearing obligations 
which cireulate as currency, from any other medium of redemption 
except that of gold alone. 

rhe proposition is a very wide one and its application ought to be 
thoroughly understood. The Government of the United States in 
this statute has pledged its faith not only to the owners and holders 
of its interest-bearing obligations, but to the people who are the 


holders and owners of its non-interest-bearing obligations; and in | 


whatever medium of redemption they seek to liquidate one they are 
bound by the same considerations of law and public faith to insist 
upon the redemption of the other; and it is just as much in violation 
of all these considerations to make the silver dollar, by any new legis- 
lation, a medium forthe redemption of our Treasury-note circulation 
as to make it the means of paying our bonded debt. 

There are Senators here who are familiar with the circumstances of 


| tion of that statute which created the 10-40 bonds, where\yy j; 


| how and by what medium payment should be made of the 


| legal-terder in payment of all debts and demands, public and | 
| except interest on the public debt and the payment of customs , 
| To speak accurately, by extracting from the act of July 11, jx» 
| appears as follows: ; 





the passage of this law. The history of the legislation anteced,, tt 
its passage is very plain, and the questions which it was designe, .. 
solve are not doubtful. The question had arisen in consequeney ,; 
the language used in the act of 1262 and in the subsequent gets 


thorizing the issue of the bonds of the Government with the 


I 

hee 
au- 

Cep 


. . al, 
peared that. although express provision was made for the paymey 


of the interest accruing on those bonds in coin, the question 9¢: 


> one yt hit 
of the det was left unanswered. The greenback note was yp; 


Wivats 


And such notes shall be receivable in payment of all loans made to the ry 
States, and of all taxes, internal duties, excises, debts, and demands of « 
due to the United States, except duties on imports and interest, and of al); 
and demands against the United States, except for interest upon bonds, not 
certificates of debt or deposit; and shall also be lawful money and a leyal te; 
payment of all debts, public and private, within the United States, « 
on imports and interest, as aforesaid. 


The question was therefore agitated whether or not the prineinal, 
the debt might not lawfully and properly be paid in the green)ac, 
circulation. To meet that question and to answer it, and to answer 
it in the negative, the public-eredit act of 1869 was passed. J) py 
judgment, (and it was always my opinion,) the very nature of th; 
case was such that under the statutes the original indebtedness of 
the country was not repayable in the greenback notes. [I believe 
that by its terms, 1 mean by the implied terms, not by the act 
language, but by a necessary implication growing out of the ve) 
nature of the contract, it being expressed to be payable in dollars 
and the greenback circulation not being dollars, but being men 
promises to pay dollars, the original indebtedness of the county 


could not properly be liquidated in any other than coindollars. _ stij} 


? 


| there were a great many of a different opinion, and the public avits. 


tion upon that subject became very extensive ; and, to meet it aud t 
meet the doubts and to allay the disquiet excited by that public ag 
tation, this statute to which I have referred was passed. It was j 
tended to settle that question, and was intended to settle every ques. 
tion connected with the mode of paying those bonds, and to assur 
the public creditor that he should be paid only in coin money, 

Mr. President, it does seem to me that if it had then been thong)rt, 


| if it had then been in contemplation of the parties, that these bounds 


ought only to be payable in gold money and that their valne i 
market ought only to be measured by that mode of payment in 
dertaking to settle doubts, this statute would not have created new 
ones; it would not have left such a question as that open; it would 
not have been guilty of the ambiguity of introducing a new element 
of dissatisfaction and discord between the Government and the pub 
creditor. These bonds had been bought in the market and from tly 
Government. They had been bought largely by the use of paper 
money, and the argument was then made in opposition to the passag 
of this act that it was inequitable; that it was unjust to the people; 
that it was a hardship to the Government, which ought not to | 
imposed to pay in any other currency those who were holders of thes 
bonds than that which had been received for them at the time. 1 
answer to that was made and was accepted, and, in my judgment 


|} was conclusive. It wasthis: “It is an immaterial circumstance what 


was the consideration received for these bonds; it is a matter of no 


| sort of relevancy what we were willing to take or what you were 


willing to give. The question of our obligation is, what have we prom 


| ised to pay, what is the letter, and the spirit,and the true meaning o! 
| our contract? We have taken greenbacks. We have promised to 


pay dollars. That is our obligation, and that we will declare.” 
And it was declared by the act of March 18, 1859. 

Now, what did “coin” mean at that date? Where do we go for the 
definition of a term used in a statute? What is “coin?” Nothing 
is coinin this country but that which by law may be coined as money, 
and everything which by law may be coined as money is coin. We 
had on our books at that time another statute which contained that 
definition, which enumerated the coins of the United States, which 
declared of what they should consist, how they should be named, at 
what value they should be rated, how many grains of gold should be 
in the gold coin and how many grains of silver should be in the sil- 
ver coin, and of what fineness and how much alloy; and at that date, 
as at every prior date from that time back to the beginning of the 
financial history of the Government, there had been known to the 
country, to its laws, to its statutes, to its people, to the world, as one 
of the legitimate, lawful coins of the United States, the silver dovar 
containing 371} grains of pure or fine silver. The silver dollar a . 
thorized to be coined by every coinage act which had been passe 
and which had been changed only in reference to its weight as stat 
dard silver, as to its intrinsic value, as containing so much of pur 
silver, had been established at the very foundation of the Mint and 
had been carried on continuously in every act of legislation upon the 
statute-book. That was one of the coins. That was one of the coins 
also spoken of in the act of 1862 authorizing the issue of Government 
bonds and establishing a sinking fand for the redemption of the pria- 
cipal of these bonds, for the fifth section of that act provided : 


That all duties on imported goods shall be paid in coin or in notes payable op 
demand heretofore authorized to be issued and by law receivable in pay ment 
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public ducs 


Snpled as follows 
First. 


vnd. To the purchase or payment of 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the 
I Siates, to be made within each fiscal year after the Ist day of July, 1862, 
is to be set apart as a sinking fund, and the interest of which shall in like 
ver be applied to the purchase or payment of the public debt, as the Secretary 
: Treasury shall from time to time direct. a ; 
; Third. The residue thereof to be paid into the Treasury of the United States. 


At that date, up to the time of the passage of the act of 1873, which 


Trop 
iro . : ° . 
lve ; dollars authorized by the previous coinage acts were receivable 
ali i « s« @ 

in pa 
statute W : 
yal of the public debt. 


hich I have just read to the payment of the interest and the 


princi] The same state of things in respect to 
inci} 


the legislation of the country existed on the 14th day of July, 1870, | 


which is the date of the passage of the act to authorize the refunding 
of the national debt, which provides for the issue of 5 per cent., 44 
per cent., and 4 per cent. bonds, and marks the beginning of the 
second period of classification; for that was intended to make the 
hevinning of a new history for the public debt, the object being to 


reduce the annual interest by converting our 6 per cent. and other | 


bonds into bonds of the description authorized by the statute of July 
14, 1x70. At that date the coinage of the country, so far as it was 
regulated by law, remained, as I have stated, in the same condition 
in which it was the previous year. 

In this carefully prepared and well considered law, intended to be 
the foundation of the new order of things in relation to the public 
debt: intended to be the new starting-point and period of reorganiz- 
ing it; intended to make a new basis for the title of its holders and 
owners: intended to strengthen it and secure it so far as the inge- 
and the wit of man could do by the choice of careful expres- 


nuity 


sions: intended to define with the utmost precision all the rights and | 


obligations of both parties to the contract, we find that the medium 
for the redemption of those bonds, the measure of the value of those 
bonds, was most explicitly declared. 


United States after ten years from the date of their issue, and bear- 
ing interest, payable semi-annually, in such coin. There is no ambi- 
guity about these terms. There is no possible ground of doubt as to 
what the words mean. ‘There is no vagueness in the meaning which 
was intended to be conveyed. 
of foubt as words can make it. 
of coin as then existed, the standard value then present, coin of that 
“present standard value.” 

Now, does that mean value according to the standard as estab- 
lished by the statutes in respect to coining, or does it mean commer- 
cial value, purchasing power? Does it mean to say to the holders of 
these bonds, ** We have now by our statutes certain enumerated and 


well understood coins, gold coins and silver coins; they bear a cer- | 
tain relation and ratio to each other, based upon the idea that silver | 


relative to gold is as about 16 to 1. These coins contain so much 
weight in gold and so much weight in silver. They are interchange- 
able at those rates, and at that valuation, each with the other. They 
are receivable by the Government according to their tael. The Gov- 
ernment compels every citizen to receive them at the option of the 


party who is bound to pay either in gold or in silver, as he may | 


elect, because by law one is the equivalent of the other; they are 

; they are identical in point of law. 
ever we may do with our statutes of coinage in the interval, how- 
ever we may change the ratios and relation of the metals, however 


we may depreciate or debase, or, on the other hand, appreciate and | 
increase the value of any particular coin, or of all our coins, or change | 


the relation between the silver coin and the gold coin, still the exer- 
cise of that sovereign power shall not affect your rights. You shall 
stand upon this contract, and when these bonds mature and by their 
terms become payable, we will deliver to you at our option, on your 
demand, just so many pieces in gold or so many pieces in silver as 
they were known to our laws when yon paid us the consideration for 
these obligations. We will fix our rights now. We will establish 
them by the law, a law which shall be as fixed as the laws of the 


Medes and the Persians, which shall be fixed by express terms, by | 
open language, by undisguised expression, so that there can be no | 


quibbling, no evasion on the part of either of us or our successors. 
Here you have nominated in the bond the particular and precise coin 
which, whatever else we do, we will keep alive and we will keep in 
@ process of manufacture, in order that when the time arrives for us 
to dis« harge these our obligations you may call upon us and we shall 
fulfill them exactly as we contracted to do. Was that what was 
ineant, or was it meant that a gold dollar or a silver dollaron the 14th 
day of July, 1870, will buy so much flour, so much meat, so much 
land, so much of any other product or commodity, and we will put 
upon an imperishable tablet the record of its commercial value and 
its purchasing power on the 1th day of July, 1870; and when m 
thirty, or forty, or fifty years from that day you call upon us to re- 
deem the obligations which you hold and into which we have en- 
pr under the terms of this law, we will deliver to you other coin, 
either silver or gold, which shall at that time be equal in power to 
purchase labor or the products of labor, which we recorded at that 


date as furnishing the measure and standard of its purchasing power 
and commercial value ? 


| 


and the coin so paid shall be set apart as a special fund, and shall be 


a st. To the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and notes of the United | 


It seems to me there cannot be two opinions on that question. 
Whenever a man enters into a pecuniary obligation or becomes a 
holder of a pecuniary security, an obligation to pay money at a fixed 
date, it is the identical money as described, as fixed, as detined by the 


| State of the law at the time when the parties entered into the con- 


tract, and each one takes the risk, as against the other, of the rise or 
the fall in what may be termed the market value, or the commercial 


| value, or the purchasing power of the coin which he is entitled to 


«l that coin from the list of the coins of the United States, the 


vent of customs duties and were pledged by the section of the | 


They were declared to be re- | 
deemable in coin of the present standard value at the pleasure of the | 


It is as free from any possible shade 
It refers to the standard of values | 
| January, 1875, differ from those which have been already the subject 


Now, we agree that what- | 





demand or is bound to pay. Otherwise there would be no definite- 
ness in any contract of the sort. Every payment would be the sub- 
ject of dispute and would require an inquiry and comparison between 
the two dates in order to determine whether or not the obligor was 
performing and fulfilling his obligation according to its true intent 
and meaning, and with equity toward the holder of his obligation. 

Indeed, Mr. President, the law, speaking technically, as the ab- 
stract right of the sovereign power that makes or declares it, goes far 
beyond that, and in a legal sense, meaning by that in the sense of 
jurisprudence the world over and over all times in the world, the soy- 
ereign power, could come in after the making of a contract and by a 
decree of the supreme authority, by law, could degrade and debase 
the medium of payment, and still it would be a legal and lawful ten- 
der in extinction of the obligation; not an honorable one, not one 
justified by the rules of morality, not one that could be defended 
upon principlesof abstract justice, but by iaw it could not only be done, 
but it has been done by almost every government save our own. Not 


| only the law construed in that sense, but the law construed in the 


sense of abstract justice, is fully and completely satistied by the per- 
formance of which I have spoken, by the payment of the identical 
thing described and known to the parties, as declared in the contract 
and fixed at the time of itsexecution, no matter what intervening and 
subsequent circumstances have affected the value, compared with 
other commodities, of that which is the subject of the promise. 

Therefore, it seems to me, outside of all legitimate contention in 
this argument in respect to the obligation of the Government, that 
all the bonds issued prior to the act of 1869, and all the bonds issued 
directly under the act of July 14, 1870, known as the re-funding act, 
by their terms, by the plain and proper meaning of the words, are 
redeemable, as of right, in the true and just sense of that word, in 
the coins known to the statutes of the United States on those dates, 
either gold or silver, according to the weights and rates expressed in 
the statutes then in force. 

Now, how do the bonds issued under the specie resumption act of 


of our consideration? Let The act to provide for the re- 
sumption of specie payments, in the third section and in the con- 
cluding paragraph of the statute, declares as follows : 

And to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare and provide for the re- 
demption in this act authorized or required, he is authorized to use any surplus 
revenues, from time to time, in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and to 
issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less than par, in coin, either of the description of 
bonds of the United States described in the act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, 
entitled “ An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” with like quali- 
tics, privileges, and exemptions, to the extent necessary to carry this act into full 
effect, and to use the proceeds thereof for the purposes aforesaid. 


us see, 


Now, then, it follows that this is asif it had repeated word for word 
| every provision in the act of July 14, 1870, by reference to its date, 


and had made the bonds of the same obligation, of the same tenor, of 
the same meaning, as if they had been issued directly under the act 
of July 14, 1870; and that act was so particular in reference to avoid- 
ing possible misunderstanding of the nature and extent of the obli- 
gations entered into under it by the United States that it was de- 
clared in the statute of 1870 “that the said bonds shall have 
forth and expressed upon their face the above-specified conditions.” 
Therefore every bond heretofore issued and now outstanding and all 


set 


| that can by law be hereafter issued, either under the act of 1570 or 


the act of 1875, contain the words that they are to be redeemed in 


| the coin of the United States of the standard value as it was on the 


14th day of July, 1870; not as it is at the date of the issue of the 
particular bonds, not as it may be on some future occasion and at 
some future period, but as the law stood at that time; and is not less 
certain and explicit in its meaning than if it had recited the coinage 
act of the United States then in force and said, “ Here is the list of 
the coins of which we speak, and here are the denominations, the 


| names, the weights, and the comparative values of the several par- 


ticular coins in which we agree that you shall be paid.” 

I have already adverted to the grounds and reasons for this very 
particular and express insertion in the statute. It was done to secure 
the creditor; it was done to assure the purchaser; it was done to de- 
clare in express terms, beyond the possibility of mistake, the full 
measure and full extent of the obligation of the Government. 

Prior to the passage of this act of 1875, but subsequent to the pas- 
sage of the act of 1-70, to wit, in the act of 1473, the Government of 
the United States, actuated by motives and in reference to purposes 
of its own, in the exercise of its sovereign prerogative, passed a new 
coinage act, in which there was dropped from the list of the author- 
ized coins of the United States what had been always previously 
known to our law as the silver dollar. 

Therefore it is true that since that year, and at the time of the 
passage of the act of 1875 and at every date when bonds have been 
issued since 1873, under the act of 1570 or under the act of 1575, there 
were no silver dollars which could have been paid for the bonds, and 
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erms of the act of 15707 Was that the intention, or was it not 
intention to make all these bonds identical, pre- 
ry particular as to the obligation of the United 
ir values in the hands of the holders? 
the United States as one party to a con- 
sown mere motion, by any act of its own, change | 
r of the ob and its extent, how can it 
od that has atfected the right of the holder of the 
Was the obligation ? 
ntended to add a new term to the natare of the contract? It 
the purpose, as I have already had occasion to say in another 
ul, that fact the onfy circulating medium since 
to that act it makes any difference in the 
obligation of contract that no silver 

It is said, I know, that we exacted gold 

bonds, and therefore it would be unjust 
them in the same quality and kind of currency as that 
demanded and exacted payment trom them; but it is an 
if language tosay that we exacted anything of anybody. We 
exacted nothing. It was a voluntary thing. We made an offer to 
sell the inthe market at aprice fixed by the law, and we agreed 
to receive in payment gold coins of the United States at par. We 
in exchange for them a paper-writing, with certain words 
printed thereon, conveying in language not to be misunderstood the 
lea Which entered into and formed a contract between the parties ; 
and it was so plain that any one who runs might read, The con- | 
sideration that was paid and that was required to be paid had no more 
todo with the interpretation of the bonds than under the statutes of 
1862 and subsequent acts of Congress the consideration for bonds 
then sold in greenbacks had to do with the interpretation put upon 
the bonds as to the obligation of the Government to pay in coin. 

If the argument is a sound one now, it was an unanswerable one 
then. If because we have received gold as the consideration of the 
contract now we are therefore necessarily and justly to pay gold in 
return, then the public-credit det of 1869 was not only a mistake 
and a blunder, but it was a a Wrong to the people 
who are our constituents, because we had the right, or as it is now 
said it is our duty, to insist upon the just obligation of the contract 
being measured by the nature and value of the consideration received 
for it. We know as a matter of history that the bonds we then sold 
were paid for in currency at a depreciation which put them at about 
forty cents on the dollar tomany of the holders. Would it have been 
regarded as honorable; would it have been looked upon as just, if we 
had said to our public creditors who held our 5.20 bonds “ You ought 
not to ask more in value than we received; and, therefore, as you 
paid but 40 or 50 or 60 per cent. in coin on the dollar for these obli- 
gations, you ought to be satistied with interest on that principal, and 
that identical principal itself returned at the maturity of the bonds?” 
That argument was not heeded at that time, and in order to put it 
down and effectually to suppress it the Congress of the United States | 
passedl the act of March Is, 1569. Now are we, in reverse circum- | 
stances, to be treated with the same argument which was then over- 
thrown and pat out of existence by the enactment of a law? What 
is just for the creditor is just for the Government. What is right for 
the creditor is right for the debtor. It isa mutual right and obliga- 
tion. It is to be measured by the same law, by the same principle, 
by the same measure of abstract justice. 

rherefore, it does seem to me that the recitals contained in this res- 
olution logically and legally justify the conclusion. It does seem to 
me that there is no ground in law, in any right application of the 
principles of jurisprudence to the obligations and duties of the Gov- 
ernment, which does not, when applied to the facts in this case, neces- 
sarily result in justifying the conclusion which constitutes the sub- 
stance of the proposition, and that is, that for the United States to 
retrace its steps, and for the Government to restore the law as it was 
in 1873, to put back in the list of its coins the silver dollar of 412} 
grains of standard silver, and make this dollar as it stood then a 
legal tender in payment of all the outstanding bonds, principal and | 
interest, is not in violation of the public faith por in derogation of | 
the rights of the public creditors, Thecircumstance that by the opera- 
tion of that repealing act affecting our coinage the silver dollar was 
dropped from the list of our coins affects the question only in my 
opinion to this extent, in this degree: I do not believe that keeping 
our coinage as it is to-day, prohibiting the coinage of the silver dol- 
lar, and then at the date of the maturity of those obligations com- 
ing forward and manufacturing silver pieces containing 412} grains 
of silver, nine-tenths fine, and tendering them in payment, would be 
a lawful performance of the contract, because the contract is for the 
payment of dollars which by law are entitled to circulate as cur- 
rency, dollars which are legal tender, which have the quality im- 
pressed upon them by law of performing all the functions of money 
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| tender in payment of every debt, public and private, 


| obligation. 
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of the country, in order to keep ourselves in a position 


. . . 6 to perform 
the contract according to its letter and its spirit, we _ 


ought to restore 


Was 


before, without the loss of a particle of its value as a cirenlating yy, 


| dium, as a full and complete legal tender, as it stood in 1-73 wher 
' 


was struck out of the list, qualitied according to the ratio of its valn; 
to perform equally with gold every function of money, a Jaws, 
In this wa 

and in this way only, are we able to keep ourselves in the attiry), 
required by the law and by the contract for the performance of +), 

Suppose that between now and the date of the maturity of thes, 
obligations such a change in the ratio and relation of the precio 
metals toward commodities and prices should happen in respect 
gold as it is supposed has taken place in respect to silver, § 


Suppose 


there should take place what did happen from 1248 up to 1854, a syd. 


K OL o 
in the markets of the world, so that, compared with other comme, 
ties and compared with silver, gold should fall far below that stand 
ard, far below the point that silver has fallen in consequence of the 
demonetization of it in this country and Europe ; would the contrac; 
change? Would the obligation of the Government vary? Would w; 
then be chargeable if we sought to pay these bonds in that « heapened 
currency with seeking to evade the just performance of our honora)|; 
? Clearly not. 


i 


duties? 

Then if we had by the terms of the law and the terms of the cop. 
tract, as I have shown, I think conclusively, we have the option, the 
right to select which of these two we would make the medium of our 
payment, was not that a reservation to ourselves of the right to us 
that medium of payment which when the time arrived should \y 
most convenient to our own public interest? It does seem to me that 
there is no escape from this conclusion, and in coming to it in my 


| judgment it is foreiga to the investigation to make appeals to gene- 


rosity, to magnanimity, to any of those emotions and sentiments 
which, while they are supposed to dignify human nature and to exalt 
the individual, none but the individual has a right to exercise, 
then only upon his own. We are not acting here for ourselves; we 
are not dealing with our own private and individual interests; wi 
are not interpreting a contract which we, as natural persons, are 
either bound to pay or expect to pay. We are here as representat ivesof 
a great public interest; we are here as trustees of the nation, trustees 
I admit of its honor as well as of its pecuniary interests, but bound 


well recognized and universally acknowledged principles of justic 
and of right as declared by the law; for the nation and the Govern 
ment and the people can express themselves only in that way; can 
be estopped by nothing else, find their voice only in the law and 
must have their rights measured as well as their duties estimated by 
the law. What right have you, sir, what right have [or all the 


| Senators on this floor and all the Representatives in the other House 


to give away a particle of that great public domain which constitutes 
the public right ; we are the conservators of it ; we are the guariians 
of it; we are the trustees of it; and when we negotiate with third 
persons in reference to it they are adverse parties and we are acting 
for those whom we are bound to guard and to protect. Who has a 
right to speak forthem? The President? Only in the limited chan- 
nel of executive authority as defined by the Constitution. The See- 
retary of the Treasury? Only as he is invested and authorized by 
the express terms of the law or the necessary implications which 
arise from it. 

It is the representatives of the people acting together in their ca- 
pacity as the law-making body that speaks for them, and speaks in 


| their name, and speaks by their authority, and speaks so as to bind 


and oblige them and their successors, posterity, forever. So when it 
is talked, as we hear the talk, that there was an expectation on the 
part of the creditor that because he paid gold, therefore he was to 
receive gold, who excited that expectation in his mind? Who raised 
the desire? Who has given him so to understand? Have the peo- 
ple estopped themselves by an estoppel in pais, by some act and con- 
duct and behavior which has induced this belief and led to this ex- 
pectation, and which if now they were to defeat would be equiva 
lent toa fraudf Where have they so spoken? How have they s 
conducted? Through what organ? By what agency? Let them 
produce the record ; let them show the statute; let them bring into the 


| light of day theenactment made under the Constitution and according 


to the forms of law which expresses their will. Then we have that 
which does, and that alone which can, bind them, either in the forum 
of judicial proceeding or in the forum of history and of public con- 
science. We have no right, sir, to barter the rights and the interests 
of the people. They do not belong to us. We are intrusted wilt 
certain express and limited functions. Beyond them we cannot law- 
fully go; beyond them we ought not to attempt to go. To transeen 
them is to be guilty ourselves of a breach of trust and make ou! 
selves parties to the wrong inflicted by those who combine and cot 
spire with us to do it. 

There are considerations, Mr. President, of another nature whicd 
invite discussion, into which, perhaps, we ought to go; into which 
doubtless some who will be called upon to fobe part in this diseus- 
sion must necessarily go. I shall not weary the attention of the Sen- 
ate by undertaking to go into them in detail and at length. I desire 
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to indicate them, to point out their nature, to show their appli- 
,and to invite the attention and inquiry of Senators. If it 
were to be admitted that we are bound to repay the public creditor 
«full value as we got, if it were admissible to claim, as I think I 
«ve shown it is not, that the public creditor has a right to insist that 


\ 


bave . . . - . 

«co shall keep the dollar which we promised in 1570 to pay him up to 
water mark of its purchasing power and its commercial value, 

co that with it when he receives it he may be able to command as 


ich of the labor of his fellow-men and as many of the products of 

+ labor as he could have done with the consideration which he 
i for the bond, then, still then I should insist upon producing | 
ollar according to the present measure and standard of its value, | 
«standard of its value as it was in 1870. It is said that silver 
iated in value. How depreciated? How do you measure 
With what standard? By what line and rule? With 
«li? Why not say that gold has appreciated rather than that silver 
has depreciated ? 

Mr. EATON. May I ask my honorable friend a question ? 

Mr. MATTHEWS. With great pleasure, certainly. 
Mr. EATON. Has it not depreciated in the purchase of every prod- 
tat home and abroad? Can you buy the same amount with the | 
same number of grains of silver that you could with the correspond- 
ing degree of some other metal? 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Has the Senator finished his question ? 

Mr. EATON. I have. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. ‘Then I answer, and it can be demonstrated by 
an impregnable array of facts, that silver can to-day buy more of 
every other known product of human labor than it could in July, 
1-70, gold alone excepted: lands, houses, stocks of merchandise, 
machinery, labor, everything but gold; here, elsewhere. In Asia, in | 
Europe, throughout this whole continent, nowhere, measured by the 
average price of the general commodities of the world, has silver 
depreciated the breadth of a hair. On the contrary, if has main- 
tained its position. It can buy to-day more land, more houses, more 
machinery, more calico, more cotton, more everything than it could 
in 1870, the same number of grains of the same standard and fineness. 

Mr. EATON. I trust I did not interfere with my friend. That it 
can buy more land in America to-day than it could in 1870 undoubt- 
edly is true, but less abroad. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. What have we got to do with “abroad ?” We 
agreed to pay here at home in America, and you are now talking 
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about keeping up the standard and medium of our payment to the | 


standard of our promise. What have we to do whether land and 
and products and laborin Europe have descended or ascended 
in the scale of prices? But the gentleman is even mistaken there. 
It isto bedemonstrated by official reports that in every other country 
of the world which did not at the time have a single and exclusive 
gol standard silver still maintains its same level of value as com- 
pared with all other commodities. The commission appointed by the 
Indian council so report. The best and highest English authorities so 
aflirm. So far as our own unhappy country is concerned, we need no 
proof except the personal experience and the personal observation of 
every Senator on this floor. Who is there that does not know from 
actual personal knowledge of the fact that everything has gone down 
and that gold alone has gone up? Whodoes not know that there is aud 
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it is merely what we agreed, it is of no consequence whether it is high 
or low, we are to pay what we promised to pay, and the man to whom 
we promised to pay must take his chances as to whether it is high or 
low. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. 


I have so argued. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 


Then I do not see the application of what the 


| Senator has said about the state of silver in the world. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. Iam now replying to an argument which has 
been made not here, but elsewhere, by those who insist upon the obli- 
gation of the Government to pay in something else. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is exactly in that line of his reply, in relation 
to the value of silver over the world as compared with gold and the 
theory he is advancing, that I ask why it does not apply upon the 
same principle to the relations between copper and gold that apply 
between silver and gold. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. If I understand the inquiry, the saine observa- 
tions do apply. But my statement is that gold has risen in value 
compared with all commodities, and therefore with silver, and with 


| silver only because it has risen in value with all commodities. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Is the Senator quite sure he is right about that, 
that gold has risen in comparison with the value of all commodities ? 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Iam only so sure as this 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is the price of silks in France not greater in gold 
now than it was five years ago? 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I am only so sure as this, that however the 
Senator may here and there find some particular exception, as to 
which I am not advised, I have the authority of the highest official 
testimony, the authority of the British commission which investi- 
gated the subject of the alleged fall of silver in India and the testi- 
mony of the great English authorities on the subject who discussed 
that—men, too, not prejudiced in favor of any bimetalism and not 
in favor of restoring silver to their own currency, but prejudiced the 
other way—and then, and to that I was making my appeal, the tes- 
timony of my experience. I have the testimony of my observation ; 
I have the testimony in the list of bankruptcies which [ read ; I have 
the testimony in the lists of sheriffs’ sales which I have noticed; I 
have the testimony of the prices to which real estate has sunk, and 
I could recount instances in that city which I believe to-day the 
soundest andthe most prosperous one on the continent where busi- 
ness has been transacted the least on credit—I mean the city in 
which I live—where the depreciation in real estate and in every 
article of property other than gold itself has been actually unex- 
ampled. What means all this ery of discontent? What else 
means all this half-suppressed murmur of dissatisfaction? Do gen- 
tlemen suppose that people are crying out when they suffer no pain ? 
Do they suppose that the voice of lamentation comes up from the 
homes and the houses of the people merely that they may hear them- 
selves speak and cry? Or is it the truth and is it the fact that the 
distress of the country is beyond all historical comparison in our 
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| country, and that to-day it will require but a few more turns of the 


has been throughout this country, throughout Great Britain, through- | 


out Germany, throughout France, throughout Austria, throughout 
Italy, throughout the civilized world every where, amost extraordinary 
depression in values for the last four years, and there is no cause that 
prevails as generally as that effect, and adequate to account for it, but 


the blindness of that conspiracy which has sought to exalt gold as the | 


godand kingof money. It isthe demonetization of silverin Germany, 
followed by practical demonetization on the part of the members of 
the Latin union, and into which we have fallen, that by taking away 
from silver the principal part of its utility as compared with gold 
has appeared to diminish its value as compared with gold, and by 
investing gold with the monopoly, which does not either by nature 
or by right belong to it, has given toit a fictitious and a factitious 
value, so that everything expressed to be payable in money by being 
converted into gold has had added to its value per centum upon per 
centum, until it has turned out that the very best and most fruitful 
and ost profitable investment that in these days a man can make is 
to take his money and lock it up and keep it idle and divorce it from 
enterprise and labor, so that by its mere appreciation, by the mere 
progress of time toward this day, this millennial day, as my friend 
from Connecticut doubtless would esteem it, when gold alone is to 
be the measure not only of all men but of all things 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Would the Senator allow me toask him 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘ 
between silver and gold, why would not the same philosophy apply 
to copper and gold as well as to silver and gold? : ; 


cpp naw. For the reason that we did not agree to pay in 
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wheel to submerge the majority of t 
less bankruptcy. : 

So, then, Mr. President, on any ground and in any view that Iam 
able to take, if we restore the silver dollar to its former and accus- 
tomed place in our legislation, in our coinage, and in our currency, 
we are still paying the public debt and all private debts according 
to a large and a full and overflowing measure of value. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator from Ohio had introduced this 
resolution and asked its reference to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
I could have understood his purpose. Certainly the question raised 
by his resolution is a legal question, deserving the consideration of a 
committee, and the Senator from Ohio in the first part of his speech 
proceeded to discuss that question. The latter part of his speech, it 
strikes me, would have been more appropriate on the stump in Ohio. 
Whenever the main question comes up as to the remonetization of 
silver I shall be prepared to express my views thereon, and I shall 
then undertake to show that it would be cheaper and better for the 
United States to pay their debts in gold rather than in silver. 

But, Mr. President, upon this resolution it seems to me we ought 
to have a report by a proper committee of this body, and before | sit 
down I shall move for such a reference. 

The Senator from Ohio set out with the idea that we had the right, 
the legal right, the equitable right, to pay our public debt in silver. 
Sir, it must be known to that Senator as well as to all others that we 
have not coined silver for forty years for any circulation except as 
minor coinage. All the silver dollars that we have coined have been 


1e body of the people into hope- 


| for exportation ; none of them tospeak of have gone into circulation, 


a question? | 


Taking his remarks to be true about the relation | 


UNDS. Then I take it, if the Senator is right about that, | 


and none of them have been paid out or received by the United States, 
|} and the whole amount that we have coined annually for forty 
years will not exceed about $160,000 per annum. During all this 
time we have been in receipt of gold for our customs duties ; gold and 
| nothing else ; and every dollar of that gold has been pledged for the 
payment of the interest and the redemption of the principal of the 
| public debt. Now, can it be possible equitably, after we have made 
a pledge of the revenues collected exclusively in gold, that we can 
now say that a debt contracted under such circumstances may be 
paid in anything else than that which has been received by the Gov- 
ernment for duties? Let me read what has once already been read, 


| but I desire to have it emphasized again before the Senate. 


sy the act of February 25, 1862, in the fifth section, it is provided: 


That all duties on imported goods shall be paid in coin— 


And then it goes on further and sets coin apart as follows: 
First 
States 
Second. To the purchase or 
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passed July 14, 1870, 
ary of the Treasury should 
receive gold coin for certiticates, and should pay it ont on the public 
debt, or a part of it, reserved sullicient 
amount to pay the calls which might be made by holders of the cet 
tiicates 1 will not take time to read it. 

Now, Mr. President, it does seem to me that the public has 
been pledged in relation to this subject. Our the 
Treasury, the only authorized agents of our Government, have given 
interpretation of the law, and their acts 

They have given their pledges in rela- 
the has protited by 
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faith 
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Mr. President, we passed here at a critical period of our history an 
amendment to the Constitution in these words 


matter, Croverniment those 
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I must say that that amendment of the Constitution was adopted 
through some apprehension of the representatives that might be re- 
turned here from the States lately in rebellion. It was not intended 
to apply to the heresies of Ohio; and yet I am forced to read it upon 
and in this hour of and reconciliation, 
when gentlemen have come back here and are rebaptized to their faith 
in the Union to appeal to some of them for a patriotic endeavor to 
support the honor of the country. I say I appeal to them as against 
the Senator from Ohio 

rhe Senator from Ohio intimated that the law of 1569 was passed 
for the purpose of doing away with the heresy about paying the debt 
in paper. Did he and those who then—I will not include him, for I 
believe he was not included in that category—but did those who were 
then opposed to paying the public debt in paper reserve their forces 
in order that it might be paid in something cheaper, 6 or 7 per cent. 
less than the value of paper f 

Mr. President, there are various other points of the Senator’s speech 
that I should desire to answer, but I will not take time at the present 
moment, One particular point 1 will reply to now and no more, At 
the close of his remarks he referred to the locking up of money by 
many in order to gain thereby Why, sir, there never was an oppor- 
tunity since the foundation of this Government when money could 
| irate of interest at any city or place on this 


be obtained 


this occasion, conciliation 


at so low 
continent as 7 
If there is less use for money it is because there is a fear that they 
are not to ive as much for the new dollar as the old one. It is 
the dread of intlation 

Mr. EDMI 
motion to adjourn 

Mr. MORRILI I yield 

Mr CONKLING. I! 


for a moment. 
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NDS. Will my colleague give way that I may make a 
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Am Il right in supposing that this is a concurrent reso- 
The 
Mr 


VICE-PRESIDENT. 
MORRILL. 
the resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ido not yield for that purpose at this moment, 
wd the Senator will see why. Ll wish to submit an amendment to 
the whether it is to be referred or not. I move to amend 
by striking out in the first line of the resolution the words, as they 
appear, “ resolved by the Senate (the House of Representa- 
tives concurring)” and inserting “resolved by the Senate and House 
of Representatives,” my purpose of course being to make the resolu- 
tion a joint resolution and not as now a concurrent resolution. My 
design is to so change the resolution that, if adopted by the two 
Houses, it will go to the President for his signature. The national 


Executive has deposited with him by the Constitution one-sixth of 
the legislative pow: 1 


The Chair so understands. It is. 


resolution 


no doubt 


of a resolution applicable to a subject so important as this, I think 
we should have an expression from the entire law-making power, 
and not merely from the two Houses of Congress. For that reason I 
move to amend the resolution so as to make it joint and make it sub- 
ject to the executive signature. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to ask the Senator from New York what he 
understands by the phrase “ be it enacted ?” 

Mr. CONKLING. That is a typographical error, which has been 
corrected at the desk. I went and looked at the resolution as it lies 
on the table, and it there reads “resolved.” 
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it can be to-day or at any period during the last year. | 


isk the Senator from Vermont to yield to me | 


ldesired before 1 sat down to move the reference | 


| in order to say a word myself. 


; and in an instance so grave as this, in the case | 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pr 
pro. 


posed by the Senator from New York. 
I move that the Senate adjourn. 
I ask the Senator to withdraw that for a 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
ment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. For a moment—with pleasure. 

Mr. THURMAN. Lonly wish to say a word upon this su} 
suppose it is perfectly competent for either branch of Congres « 
declare its opinion upon what is the law of the land, and it js y. 
fectly competent for the two Houses by concurrent resolution to do 
the same thing. I am not now meeting the question whether » }, 
lative interpretation of a law is binding on the judiciary so as too 
retroactively. 
alway 


ject 


On the contrary, I am one of those who } 
held that the Legislature has no power to give an interprets, 
tion to a law that shall operate retroactively and bind the judiciary 
but I do suppose that in the exercise of the powers of Congress 
each House of Congress it is perfectly competent for either Hoyse +, 
declare its understanding of what is the law. 

Mr. CONKLING. Willthe Senator allow me a moment? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no doubt the Senator is quite warrante 
in what he has just said; my amendment does not change that posi. 
tion at all: but I submit to the Senator that on a subject so impor 
tant as this, if it is desirable to have a declaration, we should hay, 
it with all the authority at the command of the Constitution and t 
occasion; and, therefore, if it be not only the opinion of th 
Houses but the opinion also of the President, in other words of ty 
entire law-making power, that a certain doctrine is to hold, tha 
expression must be of more value than the expression of the ty 
Houses of Congress because the whole is greater than a part; and 
this is a good thing the more we have of it the better. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I yield to my honorable friend for the time bei: 
by unanimous consent. That is all. IL hope my motion is not lost 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not think that the suggestion or x 
given by the gentleman from New York is sound at all in this eme 
gency. I think, if Congress entertains an opinion in respect to 
existing state of the law that opinion onght not to be nullified | 
veto of the resolution of my colleague by the President of the Unit 
States. I do not want to invite any such veto. I want the Presi 
of the United States, as well as everybody else, to understand what is 
the opinion of the Congress of the United States upon this questior 
and then it will be for the President of the United States tos 
what he will do in case he should be compelled to act hereafter. | 
do not ask the President for his opinion. All that I desire is t 
Congress shall declare its opinion, and then the President, in view 
the opinion of both branches of Congress, in view of the posit 
provisions of law, must decide for himself what he will do whe 
occasion comes for him to act. 

And now one word more, although I am sorry to keep my fri 
from Vermont on his feet so long. [Laugiter. ] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. IL always stand when my betters are speaking 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. THURMAN. Uncovered! Mr. President, the resolution offer 
by my colleague raises a simple question of law. There is no neces 
sity in the world to send that resolution to a committee. The laws 


ute 


| are not so complicated, the subject is not so hidden, that there ist 


slightest necessity to send that resolution to a committee. Ther 
nothing but one or two statutes of Congress itself upon thris subject 
and, whatever might be the report of a committee upon that res 
tion, it would not abridge the debate in this Senate one hour. Nine 
tenths of the Senate are lawyers. They will investigate for them 
selves; they will discuss for themselves ; they will decide for them- 
selves; and 1 hope that no obstacle will be interposed to the con- 
sideration of that resolution and to its decision. I do not want to 
make a bold assertion ; I know very well that it is not becoming 
make very bold assertions; and yet Pam marvelously curious (0 
know by what kind of reasoning a lawyer can arrive at any other 
conclusion than is asserted by that resolution. I want that to be as 
serted on the floor and acted on the floor, and I hope the Senate wit 
not commit the resolution to any committee or postpone its consider 
tion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS rose. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


The Senator from Vermont moves that 


I withdraw the motion to adjourn for a moment 
[ Laughter. ] : 
The question with me at the present moment is, what will be t 
effect upon the public credit or upon the public justice, which is per 
haps a better way of putting it—because if we do justly, no matter 
what becomes of our credit, we do right—of passing this resolution! 
this particular form. The resolution of the Senator from Olio 0 
my right [Mr. MarrHEews] proposes to declare the opinion ot the two 
Houses of Congress, not as a law, but as an opinion of two bodies that 
have a right to express their opinion, as the Senator from Ohio on 
my left [Mr. THURMAN ] says, upon any topic they like. The freedom 
that the fourteenth amendment gives us allows us to express olf 
opinion about anything without being drawn into question for it. 
What effect will that have upon the actual condition of things! It 


Ore 


ag 


a aej laine BA ices he apap 
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nlv will not change the law. I take it my friend from Ohioon | or the courtesy of the Senator from Vermont in withdrawing his 
at orees to that. You cannot make alaw orchange a law with- | motion. 
ye. = passage of a law or joint resolution, which is a law, which Mr. President, I have been nearly nine years in the Senate of the 
eS onaaine the approval of the President, or failing that shall re- | United States, and if there has been any financial legislation here 
adit the approval of two-thirds of each House. for the benefit of the widow and the orphan and the laboring classes, 





Now, then, the question is, and I put to my friend from Ohio to | I have been too obtuse to discover it. I have known a good deal of 

ees 1 om now looking, [Mr. THURMAN, } whether, if this resolution | legislation here that I thought was adverse to the interests of the 
ve eant to be a guide to the public ereditor which shall define his | widow and the orphan and the laboring classes, but any that was in 
mean ‘ “er, . 









ts and his responsibilities and his remedies and our own, it | favor of those classes has escaped my observation according to my | 
> nts to anything in the way it stands. The creditor may disagree poor capacity. 
wilt vou. If it does not amount to anything, what are you to gain Phe Senator from Vermont warns us that we may be endangering 
1 caving it? Is it not more candid, inore fair, more right that, if | the public credit. Endangering the public credit! Since the Sena- 
re to 8 iy anything upon this subject which differs from the gen- | tor rose to speak, I opened my New York paper, and what do I find? 
.) opinion that is supposed to be held by the people who hold pub- Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the title of the paper? _ 
ie eae tities, We Shall say it in the form of alaw? I am sorry to say Mr. THURMAN. It givesthe markets. Itis the New York World, 





1, not hold any such securities myself. There are certain personal | which I know is daily read by the Senator from Vermont with in- 
do NOL DOME aah’ . 1 
s which many Senators perhaps can understand, why a good | tense admiration. [ Laughter. ] 





reason 







wy of us do not hold public securities—the want of the meansto| Mr. EDMUNDS. Nota bit of it. Excuse me. 
them, and soon. The question is whether, if you are to have Mr. THURMAN. Last Thursday, if 1 am not mistaken in the day, 
afiect upon that body of people so that when they sell to somebody | by a two-thirds vote we fixed the silver bill as the special day for 
elae. if no new certificates are to be issued, what sort of title the | to-morrow. We first, by a two-thirds vote and more, voted down 
people will have who get the bond when it is sold, what sort of law | the proposition to fix it for some day in January after the recess. 





they are to take it under, you propose to merely scare them by an | Then, by more than a two-thirds vote, we fixed it for Tuesday next, 
opinion Which is not law, or whether you are to define in a binding | to-morrow. What effect had that upon the credit of the country ? 
i for everybody hereafter exactly what the law is. The House had passed the bill by far more than two-thirds, and here 
[hat is the point; and it is worthy of my friend’s consideration. | was a vote of two-thirds of the Senate repeated, twice given, to fix 
We may declare our opinion to be that the public debt shall not be | that bil! for to-morrow. What effect has it had upon the credit of 
paid at all, and that the Court of Claims rendering its judgments | the country? As I said, 1 opened my New York papersince the Senato1 
shall have no attention paid to them, and that the judgments of the | from Vermont rose to speak, and the first thing that strikes my eye 
Supreme Court of the United States in many of the cases which con is this: 
cern the public revenues are of no account unless we choose to agree 
with them; and yet everybody knows that in that case, taking the 
public revenues, suits against collectors of customs, &c., there is a Gold is one-sixteenth lower for the week in the face of a vote of 
standing appropriation. It does not require any new law, but there | two-thirds of the Senate to fix the silver bill for to-morrow! 1 turn 
is a standing appropriation which provides for their payment out of | then to Government stocks, and I tind that every single bond of the 
the Treasury. You have said that before. Now, suppose we declare | United States has risen in value since last Thursday—the six per- 
oul opinion that a judgment against the collector of customs in New | cents, the five percents, the four and a half percents, and the tom 
York for overpaid duties, wrong valuations, and the ten thousand | percents, and every one of them down to the four percents is worth 
} 











Gold is one-sixteenth lower for the week 








nstances that constantly occur, and where judgments every year are | more than par in gold in New York to-day. 








wing rendered against him and are paid out of the Treasury —suppose Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator from Ohio permit me to ask him 
the two Houses declare their opinion that all that is wrong, that a | a question ? 

rong construction is put on the law by the courts, what are you Mr. THURMAN. Certainly 

x to do about it? Are you going to say they shall not be paid Mr. MORRILL. How much has silver fallen since the Bland bill 

merely because the two Houses happen to differ in opinion with the | passed ? 
Supreme Court of the United States on a matter of law? I take it not. Mr. THURMAN. Silver fallen! You demonetized silver and 

lherefore it appears plain to me that if we are to say anything we | thereby created—— 

ight to say it in a way that is binding hereafter, whatever we may | Mr. MORRILL. I speak of the time since the Bland bill was 
say about its retroactive effect to which my friend has so well re- | passed. 
ferred, and binding hereafter on everybody who deals in the public Mr. THURMAN. Fallen in comparison with what? Fallen incom 
securities of the United States. parison with gold. After you demonetized silver, after you created a 





It seems so to me; and so it appears te me that the amendment of | factitious demand for gold, after you lessened the medium in which 
the Senator from New York is one that isin the right direction. Sup- | customs, duties, and interest on the public debt should be paid, you 
pose it happens thatthe President of the United States does not agree | then talk about the fall of silver! 
vith our judgment as to what the construction of the present stat- Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, will the Senator just be good 
utes is. Then the Constitution points out the plain, the simple step | enough to tell us what the fact is before he reasons upon it? 
to be taken next. The law will be changed if two-thirds of each | Mr. THURMAN. What fact? 

House say it ought to be changed ; the law will not be changed unless | Mr. EDMUNDS. As to the fall of silver or its rise. The Senator 
two-thirds of each House say it shall be; but here in expressing this says that gold has fallen. Now, will he be good enough to answer 


opinion about the law, what do youdo? You do nothing that is | my colleague about silver? 












effectual, because you do pot affect the legal right of any public | Mr. THURMAN. I ask, fallen in respect to what ? 

creditor whatever at all. You only disturb the credit of your own Mr. EDMUNDS. In respect to the same measure that the Senator 
securities, for the fear that the creditor may have; not that he is a | spoke of in relation to gold. 

“bloated bondholder,” for as in every such case the bloated bond- Mr. THURMAN. Ah, Mr. President, there is the fallaciousness of 
holder knows how to take care of himself. It is the widow and the | this whole thing. 

orphan and the people who have invested in savings-banks and so Mr. EDMUNDS. But why does not the Senator tell us what the 





on, that hold these securities who suffer at last, just as it is the labor- | fact is about the market price of silver as well as gold? 
ing class that has always suffered at last by these bedevilments about Mr. THURMAN. I will tell the Senator what the fact is, but Lam 
the currency that are always carried on in the pretense or in the | not going to answer upon the assumption of the Senator. ‘The Sen ’ 


belief that their interests are being favored by it. That is where it | ator assumes that gold is an invariable, inherent measure of value, 
falls at last. 










’ with which everything must be compared. I deny the proposition. 

lherefure, Mr. President, if we are to act at all should we not act | Mr. EDMUNDS. Notat all; I donot assume anything of the kind. 
In Sti h a way that hereafter in every change of securities everybody | Ido not say whether it is true or not. But the Senator has said that 
will be bound by the declaration of what the law is; not the opinion | by the New York World gold is one-eighth or one-sixteenth, or what 
of the two Houses as to what it ought to be, because that is all that | ever it is, lower for the week. Now, will he be good enough to tell 









th S amounts to, which merely has the effect, not of changing any | us how the fact is, by the same measure, how silver stands in com- 
le galright at all, but only of enabling speculators and gamblers in the parison to what it did stand when what we call the Bland bill passed 
public funds to trade upon the uncertainty and the doubt upon the | the House? 

public faith that is made by a declaration of the two Houses that has Mr. THURMAN. Icannot answer the Senator, because the market 
not the force of a law. c 





i price is not here given. Silver is not quoted here. If Il knew exactly 
President, I did not get up, when I rose to make my motion | what was the value of silver in London, how many pence per ounce 
le} for the purpose of going into this discussion, and I am | it is to-day and how many pence per ounce it was last Thursday, I 
only led to say what I have been led to say by the remarks of my | could then answer. 

friend from Ohio. So that now, Mr. President, as it is late, Imove| Mr. EDMUNDS. But why does not the Senator answer the real 
that the Senate adjourn. fact without any badinage about it, that silver has fallen much more 
’ Mr. THURMAN. I hope the Senator will withdraw that motion for | since the Bland bill passed in proportion than gold has? 

4 moment. Mr. THURMAN. I do not know it. If it is so, it is a marvelous 

Mr. EDMUNDS. | thing. 


ag Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator had better take time to consider 
ir. THURMAN, I shall not trespass on the patience of the Senate | that. 


But, Mr. 


to adjourn, 

















My friend asks me to withdraw it for a moment. 
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Mr. THURMAN. ‘Then it is a marvelous thing that the Bland bill, 
which propose s to remonetize silver and make it a full legal tender, 
should have the effect of depreciating the value of silver. If 
the fact, then I give up all study of ‘politic al economy ; I give up all 
study of currency and money. 
faculty to silver, that isto make it a legal tender for all amounts, 
that is to make it receivable for all debts public and private, has the 
effect to depreciate silver, then I give up all study of monetary sub- 
jects whatsoever. I do not think there is any such thing at all. 
~ But what I rose tosay issimply that in my humble judgment—and I 
speak it without the slightest disrespect to anybody, and I hope that 
the words I use will be construed as used by my poverty of language 
and not by any intention to offend—of all the humbugs that ever! have 
known in my life, there is more humbug about this silver bill—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think so too. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will tell you why I think so. There 
class of people who suppose that if silver is remonetized all they 
will have to do will be to go out and hold up their hats and catch 
silver dollars as they rain down. They will be very much disap- 
pointed. There is another set of people who think the public credit 
will be utterly ruined; that utter destruction will come upon the 
that you cannot refund the debt at all at a lower rate 
that all the public securities will go down, and that the 
the country will be destroyed; and there is just as much 
in supposing any such thing as that, in my poor humble judg- 
ment, as there is for supposing that this earth will be struck by a 
t and utterly destroyed within the next month. There is no 

whatsoever for any such opinion, and the very fact that, as I 
just read to you, gold is lower now than it was last Thursday 
higher, utterly fallacious any 
Lis. But here we have in the report of the Secretary of the 
the President, this most extraordinary statement, 
remonetize silver the public debt cannot be re- 
interest, and we shall $20,000,000 or 
interest a year. How is that thing made up? First, 
by saving that weeannot refand the $700,000,000 bonds, which are now 
six percents, at 4 per cent.; and therefore, counting the difference be- 
tween 4 per cent and 6 per cent., 
ar that it might save. 
five percents at 4 per cent.; 

that makes a difference of $7,000,000, 
and the $14,000,000 together makes $21,000,000 which we might save 
if we refunded at 4 per cent., but which we shall lose if we remon- 

ize silver; atin the face of the plain fact that you issued and 

ut on the where they were bought, $700,000,000 of five per 
cents. W a full legal tender; and that in face of the 
fact, which every man knows, that if you were to pass the silver bill 
refund every dollar of the public indebtedness at 
so that the difference, instead of being between 4 per 
and 6 per cent., is between 4 per cent, and 44 per cent., even if 
you were to admit that you could not refund the public debt at 4 per 
cent., for no man in you refund every 


7 


is one 


country : 
of interest; 
business of 


reason 


have 


iblic securities are shows how 
_ copied by 
, thatif we 
nded ata lose 


lower rate of 


1.000.000 of 


a ye In the next place, we cannot refund the 


and, counting the difference between 4 and 


and th 
market, 
hen silver was 


you could 
44 per cent.; 


cent 


Lo-alay 


his senses denies that 
dollar of it 14 per cent 
Chen, instead of there being this saving of interest of $21,000,000 
which the Secretary of the Treasury and the President assert 
done if we do not pass the silver bill, I defy any man, any 
ike a saving of more than between tive and six 
t mere bagatelle in comparison to the benefit to this 
thousand million dollars of debt, Federal, 
», and individual, by the remonetization of 
vet that thing mut to this country, that the coun 
221,000,000 a year by continuing the demonetization of 
oaly standard, and making a better bar- 
the bonds of the United States. 
greater piece of fallacy in the wide world, in my 
humble judgment. Perhaps | assert it too strongly. I may do so. 
Lam too doubtfal of my own judgment ever to make very strong 
and positive assertions, for | ee very well my own fallibility; but 
of all the things that ever I have seen in a public document that 
proposition seems to me to be the most untenable. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. JONES, of Nevada, called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered; and being taken resulted—yeas 30, nays 2s; as follows: 
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country 
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try 18 to Save 


Wile 
corporate 
silver OS « 
and making gold the 
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there never was a 


silver, 


Sir, 


YEAS—30 


Davis of W. Va. Kernan Rollins 
Dawes Lamar Sargent 
Dorset McPherson Saulsbury, 
Fdmunds Merrimon Spencer, | 
Morgan, Wadleigh 
Morrill Wallace. 
i Randolph 


Howe Ransom 


Garland 


llarris 


S-—Ls 


ai Aion Jones ef Florida Oglesby, 
Jones of Nevada, Paddock 
erry Kirkwood, Plumb 
McCreery Saunders, 
reford, Mc Millan Teller 
galls Matthews Thurman 


Johnston Maxey, Voorhees 


B I 

Bec Eustis 
Br ] 

Cc 


ameron of Penn Gordon 
Cockrell le 
Coke ir 
Davis of Il 


NAL RKRECORD—HOUSE. 


| Allison, 
that is | 


If a law that is to give an increased | 


| minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned. 


the Government will lose $14,000,000 | 


and adding the $7,000,000 | 
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ABSENT—18. 
Kellogg, 
McDonald, 
Mitchell, 
Patterson, 
Sharon, 


and (at four o'clock and f 


Conover, 
Dennis 
Grover 


Whyte 
Windom 
Withers 


Armstrong 
Barnum, 
Blaine Hamlin, 
Butler, Hoar, 


So the motion was agreed to; 


OTT ye 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
MonDAY, December 10, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplai: 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at twenty y-tive m 
past twelve o’clock. This being Monday, the first business j) 
is the call of States and Territories, commencing with the s ute 
Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for pes er. 
ence to appropriate committees. Under this call joint resolut 
memorials of State and territorial Legislatures are in order, 

COMPULSORY PILOT FEES. 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1967) to relieve cer 
ships and vessels from compulsory pilot fees ; which was read a fy 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce 
to be printed. 


1ons 


, and order 


UNITED STATES VESSELS HAILING FROM PLACE O}1 

Mr. HALE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1968) to provide { 
vessels of the United States hailing from places where they are ow 
or built; which was read a first and second time, referred to the ( 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


M’KAY. 


CONSTRUCTION 


NATHANIEL 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1% 
for the relief of Nathaniel McKay ; which was read a first and » 
time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered ¢ 
printed. 

ABIGAIL 8. TILTON. 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, also introduced a bill (H 
1970) granting a pension to Abigail 8. Tilton; 
aud second time, referred to the 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY B. BROWN. 

Mr. BRIGGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1971) for the reliet 
Henry B. Brown; which was read a first and second time, refer 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


R. N 
which was read af 
Committee on Revolutiouary | 


SALARIES OF POSTMASTERS. 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1972) to amend sect 
and 8 of the act of Congress approved July 12, 1876, relating tot 
salaries of postmasters of the first, second, third, and fourth classes 
and providing that hereafter said salaries shall be adjusted o1 
basis of the number of stamps canceled instead of the 
stamps sold ; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CONGER. Let that bill be read in full. 

The bill was read in full, referred to the Committee on the 
Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


number 


Pos 


TERM OF OFFICE OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 65) re! 
to the term of office of the President and Vice-President of the | 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the ( 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

CUBAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a joint resolution (H.R. N 
tion to the contest between the people of Cuba and the Govern 
of Spain; which was read a first and second time, referred to the | 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


10. 66) in 


IMPROVEMENT CLAIMS, DISTRICT OF 
Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1973) authorizing 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia to receive and report 
unadjusted claims for damages to real estate in the District 
lumbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be pmat 


COLUMBIA. 


BOARD OF NAVAL COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 14 
for the re-establishment of a board of commissioners for the Navy“ 
the United States ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM HUFFORDS. 
Mr. CRAPO introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1975) to amend an act 
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time, 
be printed. aa es aa 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT. 

Mr. LANDERS introduced a bill (H.R. No. 1976) making an appro- | 

riation of $250,000, to complete the post-office and United States 
sae building at Hartford, Connecticut; which was read a first and 
eecond time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL IRON AND COAL INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1977) to 
incorporate the National Iron and Coal Insurance Company of the 
United States of America; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 

EXPORT TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1978) | 
providing facilities for securing and extending an export trade from | 
the United States; which was read a first and second time, referred | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. | 


FRANCIS H. ELLISON. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1979) for the relief of Francis H. Ellison; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

TARIFF. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1980) 
simplifying existing laws imposing and collecting duties on imports, 
and to remove all ambiguities therefrom, to reduce the rates on im- 
ported merchandise, to restore the duty on tea and coffee, and to en- 
large the free list; which was read a first and second time, referred | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I wish to state 
memorial of Seth Driggs on Friday last 

fhe SPEAKER. That is not in order during this call. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I wish to make a correction of the Recorp. 
When I introduced the memorial of Seth Driggs, I stated at the time 
that I knew I could place it in the box for petitions, but as I intro- 
duced it by request and wanted it understood that I did not indorse 
the memorial, | wished that statement made in the REcorp. 

ot so stated in the Recorp, and I ask that it be now stated. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. EICKHOFF introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1981) to repeal section | 
! 

| 

| 


that when I introduced the 





It was 


M243, chapter 3, title 35, of the Revised Statutes; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed, 

CAPTAIN FRANCIS A. ROE, 

Mr. LOCKWOOD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1982) for the relief 
of Captain Francis A. Roe of the United States Navy; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ALVIN ROSE. 
_ Mr. HART introduced a bill (H.R. No. 1983) for the relief of Alvin 
Rose, of the city of New York; which was read a first and second 
tune, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
PAY AND CLOTHING OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. COX, of New York, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 68) 
as to the pay and clothing of the Navy; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 


¢ 


to be printed. 


C. H. M’NALLY. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1984) for the 
reef of C. H. McNally ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
lerred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SHREWSBURY RIVER, NEW JERSEY. 
Mr. ROSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1985) to improve the naviga- 
tion of Shrewsbury River, New Jersey; which was read a first and 


; ond oe referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to | 
” printec 
} , 


see 


JESSE C. LA BILLE. 

Mr. ROSS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1986) for the relief of 
Je sse C. La Bille; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

STATEN ISLAND SOUND. 

Mr. ROSS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1987) to improve the 

a of Staten Island Sound, between New Jersey and Staten 
sland ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be pripted. 

RARITAN RIVER, NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. ROSS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 198%) to improve the 
navigation of Raritan River, New Jersey; which was read a first 
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eA a 
eranting a pension to William Huffords, of South Yarmouth, Massa- | 

ehusette, approved May 8, 1874; which was read a first and second | dered to be printed. 

re referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to | 


and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 


SPENCER F. BAIRD. 

Mr. BRIDGES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1989) to authorize Spen- 
cer F. Baird, assistant secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, to 
receive from the King of Sweden a diploma and medal constituting 
him a member of the Norwegian Order of Saint Olaf, the same being 
a literary and scientific organization ; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PENSION LAWS. 

Mr. WARD introduced a bill (11. R. No. 1990) to farther equalize 
the operation of the pension laws; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 


| be printed. 


SHIP-BUILDING 


Mr. WARD also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 69) re- 
questing the President of the United States to instruct the delegates 


INTERESTS. 


| to the international postal congress to collect and report informa- 


tion and statistics for the benefit of the ship-building interests of 
this country; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES W. BOWEN. 
Mr. REILLY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1991) for the relief of 


| James W. Bowen, provost marshal of the (late) tenth congressional 


district of Pennsylvania; which was read a first and second time, 

referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
NORTHERN RAILROAD LAND GRANT. 

Mr. THOMPSON introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 70) di- 

recting the Secretary of the Interior to institute proceedings to test 


PACIFIC 


| and perfect the title to certain land alleged to have been condition- 


ally granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY C. WATTERSON. 

Mr. BAYNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1992) authorizing the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue to adjust the claim of Henry C. Wat- 
terson; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY ROGERS. 


Mr. MITCHELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1993) for the relief of 


| Henry Rogers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
DENNIS M’GINNIS. 

Mr. MITCHELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1994) granting a 
pension to Dennis McGinnis ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HENRY M. HANNON, 

Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1995) for the relief of 

Henry M. Hannon; which was read a first and second time, referred 


| to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ASSISTANT SURGEON ISAIAH DEWLING. 

Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1996) for the relief 
of Assistant Surgeon Isaiah Dewling, of the United States Navy; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM R. WILMER. 
Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1997) for the relief 


| of William R. Wilmer, late collector of internal revenue for the fifth 


district of Maryland ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM H. LEE, 

Mr. WALSH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1998) for the relief of 
William H. Lee, late private Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


LEWIS RODRICK. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1999) to authorize a 
change of record in the case of Lewis Rodrick, late private in Cap- 
tain Daniel Shawen’s company, Maryland Militia, in war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PAY OF SPECIAL CAPITOL POLICEMEN. 

Mr. HUNTON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2000) to 
pay certain persons who acted as special policemen on the 4th and 5th 
days of March, 1873; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

ARCHIBALD B. CAMPBELL. 


Mr. WALKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2001) to fix the relative 


United 


States Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee vn Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


WILLIAM GREANER. 


Mr. WALKER also introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 2002 


of Willia Greaner, of Richmond, Virginia; which 
' 0 to the ¢ 


for the relief 
was read a first 
War Claims, and 


olmittee on 


ROSA A. GANTI 


introduced a bill (H. R 


which was read a first 


No 


and second 


OO 


the relief 
. referred 


for 
time 
d to be printe ad. 


and orders 


HENRY ¢ 4 


rintrodu 


ferred tot 


heCo 
WESLEY HENSLEY. 
ced a bill (H.R 


h was re 


Aflairs 


HOUSES IN 


Mr. VAN( 
Wi 
© Con 


Hensley; wl 


mittee on Military 


No for the 
nd second time, re 


2006 
ad a tirst a 
and ordered to be print 
LIGH! CURRITUCK 
ATES introduced a bill (H. R. No 
rrit Sound, North Carolina; wh 


e, referred to 


SOUND 
007) to establish light 

ch was read a first 
he Committee on Commerce, and ordered 


h 


JOUN A. RICHARDSON 


bill (H. R. No 


Ben. O. Jones, of 


Mr. CANDLER 
John A. Richard 


Georgia; wh 


2008) for the relief of 
Fayette County, 
a; referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


troduced a 
utor of 


son, exec 


ch was read a tirst and second time, 


SAMUEL HOWARD. 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 2009) to 
} 


Pickens County, Georgia; wh 


~ BELL in 


uel Howard, of 


grant a pension to 
ich was read a first 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 


printed 


and second time, 
ordered to be 
NEWTON COKER. 

Mr. BELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2010) to grant a pension 
to Newton Coker, of Towns ( which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
to be printed 


ounty, Georgia; 


ordered 


SHIP-CHANNEL, HARBOR OF MOBILE. 

Mr. FORNEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2011) to provide for the 
survey of a ship-channel in the bay of Mobile from the city of Mo- 
bile to the lower anchorage; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL 8. SMOOT. 

Mr. GARTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2012) for the relief of Sam- 
uel 8S. Smoot, of Washington, District of Columbia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES L. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2013) to re- 
move the political disabilities of Charles L. Scott, of Wilcox County, 
Alabama; which read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


SCOTT. 


was 


ALABAMA 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2014) to 
the State of Alabama the title of all lands previously se- 

ted as swamp and overflowed; which was read a first and second 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 


SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 


ilirm to 


MRS. MARTHA J. EDDINS, 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2015) for 
the relief of Mrs. Martha J. Eddins, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama; which 
was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN 


W. BLACK. 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2016) 
the relief of John W. Black, a citizen of Jefferson County, Ala- 
bama; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


Lor 


mittec 


JAMES M. HUSTIN. 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2017) 
for the relief of James M. Hustin, a citizen of Colbert County, Ala- 
bama; which was read a first and second time. referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


AMERICAN PRINTING-HOUSE FOR THE BLIND. 


Mr. MONEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2018) to transfer the title 
of the United States to square 109 to the American Printing-House 
for the Blind and University for the Blind for the benefit of said in- 
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stitution; which was read a first and second time, referred 


: , l tot 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered + 
printed. 


EXEMPTION OF POST-OFFICE EMPLOYES. 

Mr. MONEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2019) to exemyys 
ployés in the postal service from militia and jury servic 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committ 
Judiciary, and ordered to bi printed, 


GEORGE W. 
Mr. CHALMERS it 


re W. Konntz 


KOUNTZ AND OTHERS, 
a bill (H. R. No. 2020) for the 1 
which was read a first an 

he Committee on the Judic« lary, and ordey 


troduced 
and others: 
. referred to t 
STATE-HOUSI AT BATON 

Mr. ROBERTSON introduced a bill 


ato rebuild the State 


ROUGI LOUISIANA 


H. R. No. 2021) to ud t 


house at 


Loutsiat 
\ 


Baton Rouge, in 
which was read a first 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered 


for other 


the 


arie 


PUPrpOSes : 


w, referred to ' 
nted 
PATTERNS FOR METAL CASTINGS. 
SAYLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. for thy 
ity of property in patterns for me tal castings; whic] 
i first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patent 
ordered to be printed. 


ype 


HIRAM D. ROGERS. 


> 


Mr. SAYLER also introduced a bill (HH. R. 
of Hiram D. Rogers, of Cincinnati, Ohio; 
time, 
to be printed, 


No, 2023 for the 
which was read ; 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordey 


} 
second ang 


SHIP-CANAL AT LAKE GEORGE, FLORIDA, 


Mr. SAYLER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2024 
to authorize Samuel A. Dunbar and others to construct a ship-ca 
at the head of Lake George, Florida; which was read a first 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals 
ordered to be printed. 

SIDNEY SANDERS. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, intreduced a bill (H. R. No. 2025) grant 
pension to Sidney Sanders, late first sergeant Company A, Fourte: 
Ohio Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, ref 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be print 


MRS. JULIA S. W. EVANS. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No 
granting a pension to Mrs. Julia 8S. W. Evans, widow of He 
Evans, late tirst lieutenant Company B, Thirteenth Missouri \ 
teers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the ( 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY M. DAVIS, 


Mr. BANNING introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 2027) for the relief 


| Henry M. Davis, legal representative of the late Milton I. Da 


sergeant, Ninth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Cavalry; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


ISABELLA CASSIDY. 
Mr. GARFIELD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 202 
Isabella Cassidy: which was read a first 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered t 
printed. 


granting a per 


sion to and second time, 


HIRAM H. EGLESTON. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2029) for the reliet 
of Hiram H. Egleston; which was read a first and second time, r 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be print 

JAMES C. SWASSICK. 

Mr. FOSTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2030) granting a pens 
to James C. Swassick, of Ohio; which was read a first and seco 
time, referred te the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2051) a 
atory of and supplementary to the act entitled “An act to meorp 
rate the Texas Pacitic Railroad Company and to aid in the const! 
tion of its road, and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1571, and 
the several acts amendatory thereof and supplementary ther 
which was read a firstand second time, referred to the Committee 0! 
the Pacitic Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

TAX ON INCOMES, 

Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2032) to levy and coll 
a tax on incomes; which was read a first and second time, I a 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

REDUCTION OF SALARIES. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bi!l (H. R. No. 2033) to reduce = 
salaries of certain public officials ; which was read a first and secone 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 
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SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2034) to authorize 
reducers of tobacco to sell not exceeding one hundred dollars’ worth 
re jeaf-tobacco of each year’s production without license or tax ; 
‘e] ‘ h was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
War ; and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

SUSAN ‘ADAMS. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2035) granting a 
nension to Susan Adams, widow of Isaac Adams; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MANUFACTURE AND DISTILLATION OF WHISKY. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2036) to regulate 
the manufacture of pure sour-mash copper-distilled whisky, and 
the distillation of brandy from apples and peaches ; which was read 
, first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES MILLER. 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2037) for the relief of 
James Miller, of Bourbon County, Kentucky ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ALLEN K. JONES AND OTHERS. 

Mr. ATKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2038) for the relief of 
Allen K. Jones and others ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ALMIRA FINNEY. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2039) 
granting a pension to Almira Finney, widow of James Finney ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF COLONEL STEPHEN H. LONG. 


Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2040) forthe relief of 
the heirs of Colonel Stephen H. Long, late of the United States 
Topographical Engineers ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HANNAH WALSH. 

Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2041) granting a pen- 
sion to Hannah Walsh, widow of Thomas Walsh, deceased, late pri- 
vate Company A, in the Fifty-eighth Regiment Illinois Infantry Vol- 
unteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY A. BATEMAN. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2042) for the relief of 
Henry A. Bateman, of Chicago, Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

INCREASE OF PENSIONS. : 

Mr. HENDERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2043) to amend an 
act entitled “An act to increase pensions in certain cases,” approved 
June 15, 1874; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM F. JOHNSON. 

Mr. HENDERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2044) granting 
an increase of pension to William F. Johnson; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HERMAN FLOCK. 

Mr. BRENTANO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2045) for the relief of 
Herman Flock ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


LOUISVILLE AND CINCINNATI TRANSFER COMPANIES. 

Mr. BOYD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2046) for the relief of the 
Louisville Transfer Company, of Louisville, Kentucky, and for the 
relief of the Cincinnati Transfer Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. HALE. I ask that the bill be read in full. 

rhe bill was read in full, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ROGERS, RICHARDSON & CO. 
5 Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2047) to authorize 
the payment of certain United States notes destroyed by fire belong- 
ing to Rogers, Richardson & Co., of Warren County, Illinois; which 
Was read a first and secord time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
REMOVAL OF SNAGS, ETC. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2048) 
moval of snags and other obstructions from the Mississippi, Mis- | 
souri, and Ohio Rivers; which was read a first and second time, | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. | 


MISSION OF SAINT JAMES, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2049) for the relief of 


Vu—7 
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the mission of Saint James, in Washington Territory ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. REA introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 71) proposing to 
amend the Constitution, providing for the election of Senators by a 
direct vote of the people; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed 


DODD, BROWN & AND OTHERS, 


Mr. METCALFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2050) for the relief of 
Dodd, Brown & Co., of Saint Louis, Missouri, assignees of E.H. Dur 
fee & Co., Durfee & Peck, John Shirley, and William Shirley : which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CoO, 


JOHN I. RUSSELL. 

Mr. CRAVENS (by request) introduced a bill (HI. R. No. 2051) for 
the relief of John H. Russell; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

THOMAS J. CHOATE AND OTHERS. 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (HL. R. No. 2052) for the relief 
of Thomas J. Choate, Erastus Foster, Milton Ladd, William A. Hill, 
Clarence E. Henry, Kinland F. Huckaley, and William Blackburn, 
late privates Company F, Third Regiment Arkansas Cavalry Volun- 
teers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PRAIRIE COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 

Mr. GAUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2053) to indemnify Parrie 
County, Arkansas, for the destruction of public buildings during the 
war by the Federal Army ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed 


BAPTIST CHURCH, HELENA, ARKANSAS. 

Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2054) to compensate 
the Baptist church at Helena, Arkansas, for destruction of its build 
ings during the late war by the Federal Army; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

F. G. BURBANK. 

Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2055) for the relief of 
F. G. Burbank ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN W.IMBODEN AND OTHERS. 

Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2056) for the relief of 
Washington R. Hunter, John P. Black, James Robinson, and the legal 
representatives and heirs of the late John W. Imboden, deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL FIRE-INSURANCE COMPANY, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2057) to 
amend the charter of the National Fire-Insurance Company of the 
District of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM H. WHITESIDE. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2058) for the relief of William H. Whiteside; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ROBERT C. BUCHANAN. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2059) to change the rank of Robert C. Buchanan, colonel on the re 
tired list of the Army; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM BUTCHER. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2060) 
for the relief of William Butcher; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

EAGLE RIVER, MICHIGAN. 

Mr. HUBBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2061) to appropriate 
money for rebuilding the light-house at Eagle River, Lake Superior, 
Michigan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

TAMPA BAY, FLORIDA. 


Mr. DAVIDSON presented a joint resolution of the State of Florida, 


| relative to an appropriation for cleaning out the channel in Tampa 
for the re- | Bay; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


ANCLOTE KEY, FLORIDA. 
Mr. DAVIDSON also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 


of Florida, relative to establishing a port of entry at Anclote Key, in 


Hernando County, Florida; which was referred to the Committee on 
| ¢ 


‘ommerce. 
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CHARLES BASKERVILLE. first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pp. 


Mr. THROCKMORTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2062) for the and ordered to be printed. 
relief of Charles Baskerville; which was read a first and second time, CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a joint resolution (H. R.No.72) relatives 
to Chinese immigration and modification of the Burlingame tr. ae 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committes:y 
Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


an Sine 
eUS1Ons, 


JURISDICTION OF COURT OF CLAIMS, 


Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2063) to 
confer additional jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims, and a bill 


H. R. No, 2064) to extend the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims; PUBLICATION OF LAND OFFICE DECISIONS. 
which were severally read a first and second time, referred to the | Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No, 73 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed, authorizing the official publication of the decisions of the luteri, 
W. W. MILLS. Department relative to the public lands; which was read a first ar 


Mr. THROCKMORTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2065) for second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered +, 


the relief of W. W. Mills; which was read a first and second time, be printed. 


referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means, and ordered to be ELECTIONS IN UTAH. 





printed Mr. LUTTRELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No 
; HOUSTON AND TEXAS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY. 2078) to regulate elections and the elective franchise in the Terri. 


tory of Utah; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


Mr. GIDDING: tr “ed a bill (H. R. No. 2066) for the relief of b a Wie Se n 
itr. GIDDINGS intredeced a SER ( Zicas ae "y | Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


the Houston and Texas Central Railroad Company; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Railways and | TRIALS FOR BIGAMY, ETC., IN UTAH. 
Canals, aud ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. Ny 
GALVESTON AND CAMARGO RAILWAY COMPANY. 2079) to provide for challenges of jurors in trials for bigamy and 
Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2067) to authorize | Polygamy in the Territory of Utah and to amend Section 4 of th 
the Secretary of War to contract with the Galveston and Camargo | 2¢t entitled “An act in relation to courts and judicial officers in the 
Territory of Utah,” approved June 24, 1874; which was read a fir: 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, ay 
ordered to be printed. 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, A PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2080) to constitute Oakland. 
in the State of California, a port of delivery ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Railway Company for the immediate construction of its line of road 
to Rio Grande City, opposite Camargo, Mexico, as a coast defense, 
and for the purpose of establishing a commercial and military rail 
highway to the Rio Grande; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be 
printed, 
COLORED CHURCH AND SCHOOL-HOUSE, GALVESTON, TEXAS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2068) in aid of the 
colored people of Galveston, Texas, in procuring a site for a church 
and school-house; wi.ich was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


MOUNT SAVAGE IRON COMPANY. 

Mr. DUNNELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2081) for 
the relief of F. H. Delano and John A. Graham, of the Mount Savag 
Iron Company; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

STEAMER DE SOTO. 

Mr. DUNNELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 20-2 
for the relief of the owner of the steamer De Soto; which was reads 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF ENROLLMENT ACT. 

Mr. DEERING (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2069) to 
amend section 4 of the act of March 3, 1865, entitled “An act to amend 
the several acts heretofore passed to provide for the enrolling and 
calling out the national forces, and for other purposes ;” which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. BURDICK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2070) to amend section 
5130 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the 
powers of national banks; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Banking aud Currency, and ordered to 
be printed, 

PAY OF NON-COMMISSIONED ARMY OFFICERS. 

Mr. BURDICK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2071) relating to 
the pay of non-commissioned oflicers of the Army of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

BOUNTIES. 

Mr. BRAGG introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2072) for the payment of 
bounties to a class of persons therein named; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM BATTERSBY. 

Mr. DUNNELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 20=: 
for the relief of William Battersby ; which was read a tirst and seco 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HOMESTEADS. 

Mr. STEWART introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2084) to amend secti 
2306 of the Revised Statutes relating to homesteads; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN 5S. FRIEND, 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2085) for the relief of Jolu 
S. Friend; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

METHODIST CHURCH, RALEIGH COURT HOUSE. 
Mr. KENNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2086) for the relief of th 


v 


Methodist church at Raleigh Court House, in Raleigh County, West 


IMPROVEMENT OF MANITOWOC HARBOR, LAKE MICHIGAN. Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Mr. BRAGG also introduced a bill (11. R. No. 2073) for continuing | Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
the improvement of the harbor at Manitowoc, on the western shore IMPROVEMENT OF ELK RIVER. 


of Lake Michigan; which was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KENNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2087) for the improve: 
ment of Elk River; which was read a first and second time, relerre 





IMPROVEMENT OF SHEBOYGAN HARBOR. to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BRAGG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2074) for continuing IMPROVEMENT OF NEW RIVER. 
the improvement of the harbor at Sheboygan, on the western shore Mr. KENNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2088) for the improve- 
ofgake Michigan ; which was read a first and second time, referred | ment of New River; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF HARBOR AT TWO RIVERS, LAKE MICHIGAN. IMPROVEMENT OF GUYANDOTTE RIVER. 


Mr. BRAGG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2075) for continuing Mr. KENNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2089) for the ees 
the improvement of the harbor at Two Rivers, on the western shore | ent of Guyandotte River; which was read a first and second Ume, 


t 


of Lake Michigan; which was read a first and second time, referred | Teferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be priut 


to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. IMPROVEMENT OF BIG SANDY RIVER. 
ADELINE P. LOY. Mr. KENNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2090) for the impt 


ment of the Big Sandy River; which was read a first and second time, 


Mr. BRAGG also i . “ed £ i y 2076 - » relie tad 
Ir. BRAGG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2076) for the relief of referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be print 


Adeline P. Loy, widow of Joseph F, Loy, deceased, late captain Com- 


pany H, Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry ; which was CAPTAIN C. H. BRIGGS. ee 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2091) for the relief of Cap 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. tain C. H. Briggs; which was read a first and second time, relerme 
DELINA MATHIEN. to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BRAGG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2077) for the relief of SAMUEL KELLY. 


Delina Mathien by allowance of pension arrears; which was reada! Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2092) for the relief 
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of Samuel Kelly, of Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MARY BRADLEY CROSS. 


Mr. CANNON, of Utah, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2093) granting | 


a pension to Mary Bradley Cross; which was read a first and second 
‘ we, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

STATE WASHINGTON. 

Mr. JACOBS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2094) to enable the people 
of Washington Territory and a portion of Idaho to form a State gov- 
ernment, aud for the admission of the same into the Union as the 
State of Washington; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


OF 


TERRITORIAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2095) to guarantee to the 
people of the several Territories a republican form of government 
and to secure them in the right of self-government ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, 
and ordered to be printed. 

NEW TERRITORY. 

Mr. KIDDER also presented a memorial of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory of Dakota, praying for the division of Dakota 
and the organization of a new Territory out of the northern part 
thereof; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


BLACK HILLS TERRITORY. 

Mr. KIDDER also presented a memorial of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory of Dakota against the establishment of a Terri- 
tory out of the Black Hills; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KIDDER. I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Speaker, to have this 
memorial printed in full in the Recorp. 

fhe SPEAKER. During the morning hour it is not in order to ask 
for unanimous consent. 

WYOMING TERRITORY. 


Mr. CORLETT presented a joint resolution and memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of Wyoming Territory, praying that the terri- 
torial integrity of Wyoming may be retained intact; which was read 
a first andsecond time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CONTINUATION 





i As 


OF CALL. 





és The SPEAKER. If there are any gentlemen present who were not | 
5 in when their States were called, and if there be no objection, the 
, Chair will recognize them for the introduction of bills, not to be 
e brought back by a motion to reconsider. 
There was no ebjection. 
JAMES FISHBACK. 
Mr. SPRINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2096) for the relief of 
James Fishback, late collector of internal revenue tenth district 
State of Illinois; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the ean by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, 
who also informed the House that the President had approyed and 
signed a bill of the following title: 

The bill (H. R. No, 1279) authorizing the binding of documents for 
members of Congress. 

JACOB GERRENFLOW. 

Mr. WATSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2097) to remove the 
charge of desertion from the military record of Jacob Gerrenflow, late 
private of the One hundred and eleventh Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN ROSECRANTS. 
Mr. HART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2098) for the relief of John 
Rosecrants, of Rochester, New York; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET RAGAN. 


Mr. HART also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2099) for the relief of 
un, widow of Patrick Ragan, late private of Company 
ew York Volunteers; which was read a 
hrst and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, | 


Margaret Rag: 


H, Twenty-sixth Regiment N 


and ordered to he printed. 


. FEES OF CLAIM AGENTS, ETC. 
Mr. SINNICKSON 


earns introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2100) to limit the 
tien a and claim agents in certain cases, and amend sec- 
fi ns 4765, 4725, and 4756 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a 
{ rst and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 


and ordered to 


be printed. 
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AMENDMENT OF STATUTES AT LARGE, CHAPTER 1290, VOLUME 12. 
_Mr. HARTRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2101) to amend sec- 
tion 3, chapter 120, Statutes at Large. volume 12; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judic iary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


| AMENDMENT OF RULES. 
| Mr. KELLEY submitted the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Rules: 
Resolved, That Rule 145 be amended so as to read 
Nor shall the Speaker entertain a motion to suspend the rules except during the 
last six days of the session and on the second and fourth Mondays of each month 
at the expiration of one hour after the Journal is read ; 
ELIZABETH LOVELL. 
Mr. KNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2102) granting a pension 
to Elizabeth Lovell; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF TITLE 33 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. McCOOK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2103) to amend title 53 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES M. WILBUR. 

Mr. McCOOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2104) for the relief 
of James M. Wilbur; which was read a ilirst and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
| to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF CHOWAN RIVER. 

Mr. YEATES introduced a bill (EH. R. No. 2105) to establish a beacon- 
light and clear out the channel of the Chowan River at Stumpy 
Reach, in North Carolina; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee ou Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


ENLARGEMENT EDENTON BAY. 

Mr. YEATES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2106) to widen and 
deepen Edenton Bay, in Albemarle Sound; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 


or 


ENLARGEMENT CURRITUCK SOUND. 

Mr. YEATES also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2107) to deepen and 
widen the channel of Currituck Sound, in North Carolina; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


OF 


W. A. HAMMOND. 
Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2108) for 
| the relief of William A. Hammond, late Surgeon-General of the Army ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES L. ALLEN. 

Mr. BLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2109) for the relief of 

Charles L. Allen; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF NAME OF VESSEL. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2110) 
authorizing the change of the name of the yacht Addie Voorhes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF R. H. MURRELL. 

Mr. THORNBURGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2111) for the relief 
| of the legal representatives of R. H. Murrell, deceasedg which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. MARY J. EDDY. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2112) 
for the relief of Mrs. Mary J. Eddy ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 





R. H. HOFFMAN. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2113) for the relief 
of R. H. Hoffmann; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union fer the purpose of distributing 
| the President’s annual message. 

LEAVE TO PRINT. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask the gentleman from New York to yield to me for 
a moment before pressing that motion. 

Mr. WOOD. I will do so. 

Mr. MILLS. Before the motion is put I ask permission to have 
printed in the RecoRD a valuable table, showing the condition of 
the currency for many years, so that gentlemen may be enabled to 
examine it at their leisure. 

There was no objection, and it was so exdered. 
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The table is as follows 


Compiled from the Treasurer's statements on page 512 of the finance report for 1276, and debt statement for June 30, 1877 


One-year 
notes of 


: Compound “ ‘ | Total in Uni 
Iw . re arent fi Nateweet 1" - coe ur ced Gietes 
of 1563. « S. 


notes. ¢ : | notes 


National 7.30 notes of 
bank notes 1*64-1265. ¢ 


066, 427 99 (2 7 570 B42 157 oo | ¢ 1,47 $25, 033, 128 76 |$69", 918, 800 25 | $146, 406,720 $234, 400, 000 
790,305 #5 | 4 5 5 , 228, 075 00 72, 369, ¢ | 97. 008.575 36 | 608, 870,825.46 | 281, 865, 806, 251. 550 
7R3,579 00 | | 794, 687 | 531, 202 50 774,9=1 | 28, 474) 623 02 | 536, 567, 52: 299,047,929 | 488° 647 405 
000. 000 00 7 OO 2 5 00 54, 602,230 | 32,727,908 47 | 444, . 300, 87: 37, 717, 
000, 000 00 ) 7 7,255 00 ) 32, 114, 637 36 | 391 29 : 1, 16¢ 

3, 000, OOO OO 1, 347 oo 0. 875, 684 48 398 209 
56, 000, 000 O00 9 7 7.955 00 2 49 56 307, 699, 65 318 
i 0. 018 0 9075 Do 00 *3 } 40.8. 5 27 309. ¢ “3°9" 


631, 300 
452, #00 
27 Sal 337, % » 1K 
44, 799 44 | 401, 527, 26 347, 267, 06 274, 100 
00 f “0 | 45,912,003 34 | 428, 547, 6 351, O21 225, 450 
00 70 | 42, 129,424 19 | 418, 456, $54, 408, 008 198, #00 
1 00 331, 26 34, 446.595 39 | 404, 722, 461 89 332, 098, 336 183, P00 ISiL. 

20, 403, 137 34 | 302 , 361 84 317, 042, S72 164, 550 


000, 000 OF a , 59, 4 Oo 


The act of July 17, 1861, (12 Statutes, 259,) authorized the issue of 250,000,000 Treasury notes, not bearing interest, of a less denomination than $5 
than $10, and payable on demand by the assistant treasurers at Philadelphia, New York, or Boston. The act of August 5, 1861, (12 Statutes, 313.) author 
of these notes in denomination of $5; it also added the assistant treasurer at Saint Louis and the designated depositary at Cincinnati to the places where 1 
were made payable The act of February 12, 1462, (12 Statutes, 338,) increased the amount of demand notes authorized $10,000,000 

»b The act of February 25, 1°62, (12 Statutes, 345,) authorized the issue of $150,000,000 United States notes, not bearing interest, payable to bearer, at the Treasuy 
United States. and of such denominations, not less than $5, as the Secretary of the Treasury might deem expedient, $50,000,000 to be in lieu of demand notes aut 
by the act of July 17, 1861; these notes to be a legal tender. The act of July 11, 1862, (12 Statutes, 532,) authorized an additional issue of $150,000,000 Unit: 
'reasury notes, of such denominations as the Seevetary of the Treasury might deem expedient, but no such note should be for a fractional part of a dolla: 
more than £35.000.000 of a lower denomination than 85; these notes to be a legal tender. The act of March 3, 1863, (12 Statutes, 710,) authorized an additions 
£150,000,000 United States notes, payable to bearer, of such denominations, not less than $1, as the Secretary of the Treasury might prescribe; which notes wer 
a legal tender The same act limited the time at which Treasury notes might be exchanged for United States bonds to July 1, 1863. The amount of notes a 
by this act were to be in lieu of $100,000,000 authorized by the resolution of January 17, 1263, (12 Statutes, 822.) 

e The act of March 3, 1863, (12 Statutes, 710,) authorized the issue of $400,000,000 Treasury notes, with interest at not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum, red 
n not more than three years, principal and interest pavable in lawful money, to be a legal tender for their face value. 

d The act of March 3, 1863, (12 Statutes, 710,) authorized the issue of $400,000,000 Treasury notes, with interest at not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum, 
ible in not more than three years, principal and interest payable in lawful money, to be a legal tender for their face value. 

rhe act of March 3, 1863, (12 Statutes, 709,) authorized the issue of $400,000,000 Treasury notes, with interest at not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum, in | 

mone payable not more than three years from date, and to be a legal tender for their face value. The act of June 30, 1864, (13 Statutes, 21%.) authorized the j 
€200,000.000 ‘Treasury notes, of any denomination not less than $10, payable not more than three years from date, or redeemable at any time after three years 
interest at not exceeding 7.3 per cent., payable in lawful money at maturity, and made them a legal tender for their face value to the same extent as United 
notes ; $177,045,770 of the amount issued was in redemption of 5 per cent. notes. 

f The act of July 17, 1*62, (12 Statutes, 592,) authorized the use of postal and other stamps as currency, and made them receivable in payment of all du: 
United States less than $5. The fourth section of the act of March 3, 1863, (12 Statutes, 711,) authorized the issue of fractional notes in lieu of postal 
stamps and postal currency ; made them exchangeable in sums not less than $3 for United States notes, and receivable for postage and revenue stamps, and 


of dues to the United States, except duties on imports, less than $5; and limited the amount to $50,000,000. The fifth section of the act of June 30, 1864, (13 
~0,) authorized an issue of $50,000,000.in fractional currency, and provided that the whole amount of these notes outstanding at any one time should not exceed this s 
» The act of June 30, 1864, (13 Statutes, 218,) authorized the issue of $200,600,000 Treasury notes, of not less than $10 each, payable at not more than thre 


from date, or redeemable at any time after three years, with interest at not exceeding 7.3 per cent. per annum. The act of March 3, 1865, (13 Statutes, 40+.) 
ized a loan of $600,000 000, and the issue therefor of bonds or Treasury notes ; the notes to be of denominations of not less than $50, with interest in lawful n 


more than 7.4 per cent. per annum J. T. POWER, Chief of Ir 
PReEASURKY DEPARTMENT, WARRANT Division, December 10, 1877 


S 


Statement of United States curre ney outstanding at the close of the Jiscal years 1862 to 1876, inclusive, as published in the Jinance report of 17 
page 512. 


Pith 1863 1865 1867. 1862. 


| 
Old demand notes i £51, 105,235 00 | $3, 384,000 00 #789, 037 50 #472, 603 50 $272, 162 75 | $208, 432 50 $143, 912 00 
Legal-tender notes, tirst issue ... 96, 620, 000 00 | 387, 646,589 00 | 447, 300,203 10 | 431, 066, 427 99 | 400, 780,305 85 | 371, 783, 597 00 | 356, 000, 000 00 
One-year notes of 1863...... caten Lsesare 44, 520, 000 00 8, 467, 570 00 2,151, 465 50 794, 6r9 452, 557 00 20, 517 
‘ ur notes of 1863 : ve kok éewanuens 16, 420, 000 00 7, 715, 950 00 5, 209, 522 50 188, 402 50 84, 752 5 
year coupon-notes of 1563 : ere 5 prior 111, 620,550 00 34, 441, 650 00 , 078, 552 50 | 34, 69, 252 50 42 
d-interest notes ea ‘ 6, 060, 000 00 | 191, 721, 470 00 369, 941 00 3A, ' 54, 608, 230 00 3, 063, 4 
ial currency, first issuc pésener 20, 192, 456 00 14, 819, 156 00 915, 408 66 7, 030, 700 78 34 9 4, 881,091 27 4, 605, 


9, zi 
nal currency, second issue . panbneee aie 7, 5, 127 10 12, 792, 130 60 7, 937, 024 57 | ; 3, 924, 075 22 3, 52s, | 
nal currency, third issue 2, 


319, 589 50 12, 041, 150 01 18, 001, 266 O1 23, 922. 741 98 23, Gat 


147, 725, 235 00 | 411, 223,045 00 | 649,094,073 70 698, 918, 800 25 | 608, 870, 825 46 | 536, 567,523 02 | 444, 196, 262 47 391, 649, 55s 61 


Is7l. Is72. 7 e74. 1875. 


and notes : . : £96, 505 59 


70,107 50 
nder notes, first issue i ; 806, 518 00 


37, 952, 231 00 
284, 117, 402 00 
53, 701, 897 00 


il-tender note series of 1869... 7 >, 84, § , 193, 4e2 00 
ul-tender notes, series of 1874 
Ltender notes, series of 1°75 i > 
ear notes of 1-63..... . 347 00 
ir notes of 1863 56, 402 50 





66, 525 00 
: 23, 600 20, 850 00 
ee woe . teen 7, 202 50 $3, 452 5 31, 85s 31, 250 30, 050 00 26, 800 00 
enpeane tasevent mates tees ---e- | 2,191,670 00 623, 010 99, 780 429, 080 00 371, 470 00 
Fractional currency, first issuc ‘ ; 4, 476, 995 87 4 , 025 4, 391, 299 09 , 376, 979 1! 4, 335, 875 69 4, 328, 338 13 4 
Fractional currency, second issue . 8, 273, 191 03 3.2 : > 23 51 406 3 148 365 83 (Ses =e 
Fractional currency, third iasue .. 10, 666, 556 52 5, 617, £ 7 4, 039, 955 26 . 500 : 3, 258, 252 02 3 164.643 98 san 14 7 
Fractional currency, fourth issue, first series... .. 06 | 27,333, 1: 29, 234, 207 22, 095, 0g 15, 807, 834 91 6, 984, 687 48 4, 319, ¢ 
Fractional currency, fourth issue, second series ....| . .. ine 4, 113, 244 00 1, 784, 728 35 1, 061, 72 
2 9, 851, 322 50 6, 395, 221 85 2,011.4 
5,399,129 10 | 16, 331,357 31 16, 53 


77, 155 


ractional currency, fourth issue, third series . 
Fractional currency, fifth series 


Potal oe » ----| 398, 430, 562 48 397, 699, 652 06 | 399, 245,363 52 | 401, 527,267 94 | 428,547,693 84 | 418, 456, 756 69 404, 722, 4 
| | t ee : ‘ 
EXPENDITURES IN THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. authority to inquire into any and all abuses that they may find cause 
| have occurred in that Department. 
Mr. GLOVER, 1 ani , . : itte . ri “S- ’ 
I i ER, by unanimons conse nt, submitted the following res HAYDEN’S REPORT. 
olution ; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts : 


; ; Mr. VANCE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following Tes” 
Resolved That the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury Department eee . ; totem *rinting : 
have leave to employ a clerk and two experts, whose compensation shall band by lution ; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Printing 


the Committee of Accounts, and shall be paid from the date of their appointment ; Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That the co 
also, leave to sit during the sessions of the Honse and during the recess of Con- | printed 10,000 copies of Professor Hayden's annual report on the geologic®’ 4° 
gress, and to report at any time for the purpose of printing and recommitting; also, | geographical surveys of the Territories for 1877 ; 7,500 copies of which shall be tor 
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nee of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies for the use of the Senate, and 
> copies for the use of the officers of the Army. 


PUBLIC BUILDING. 


Mr. MONEY. by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
tation 3 which was read and referred to the Committee on Publie 
onto 
Buildings and Grounds: 


j ed. That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds is hereby au 
1 we and directed to send a subcommittee of its members to the cities of Chicago 
a State of Illinois; Providence, in the State of Rhode Island ; Pittsburgh, in 
State of Pennsylvania ; Saint Louis, in the State of Missouri; and Louisville, 
of Kentucky, for the purpose of ascertaining the wants and require 
aa f the public service in respect to public buildings in those cities, and report 
came for the information and further action of the House: Provided, however, 
a+ aid subcommattee shall not consist of more than five me mbers and that they 
eceive no pay or allowance for such service except mileage, as now allowed | 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, in going to and returning | 


the 


sat 


ha 
rece) 

law to 
from said « ities. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BLACKBURN. I desire to move to suspend the rules for the 
jurpose of passing a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] has 
already moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WOOD. I must decline to yield for that purpose, although I 
will yield for the reference of the resolution. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I do not desire to offer it for reference. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 


Mr. HENDERSON, by unanimous consent, presented a resolution 
of the Illinois State board of agriculture as to the formation of a 
Department of Agriculture and that the secretary of the same be put 
upon an equality with other secretaries; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 


REVISION OF THE TARIFF. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, by unanimous consent, presented the following 
memorial of the Cambria Iron Company, located at Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, and employing five thousand workingmen ; which was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD, as follows: 


To the Senate of the United States and the 
House of Representatives in Congress assembled 


We. the undersigned citizens of the United States, engaged in manufacturing, 
respectfully petition your honorable bodies that, before you engage in legislation 
to modify the tariff of duties now imposed upon imported articles, you will very 
carefully investigate the condition, prospects, and needs of the manufacturing 
interests of this country, and their relation to the other industrial mterests of the 
nation 

Since the absolute free trade sometimes urged upon this country is utterly im- 
possible here, and in fact exists nowhere except among savages, who have no 
nationality to uphold, the only practical questions concerning tariff legislation re- 
late to the selection of articles which shalkbe subjected to import duties, and to 
the rates and manner of levying those duties. These questions involve an im 
mense complexity of interests; they do not call for heated or partisan treatment, 
but rather for a studious and dispassionate examination of facts. 

The most thorough mode of obtaining the requisite information would probably | 
be by means of a measure heretofore recommended to Congress, creating a de- 
partment of industry, comprising bureaus of agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce, and having at its head a secretary of industry who should be a Cabinet 
officer. It would be the duty of such a department to be constantly advised of 
the condition and needs of the industries of the people, and its official reports 
and recommendations would tend to found legislation atfecting the great industrial 
interests of the country upon a basis of facts and experience, and to deprive that 
legislation of the crude and experimental character inevitable when measures of 
such complicated detail have to be framed amid the pressure of business during a 
session of Congress. If, in your wisdom, you deem so comprehensive a plan as 
this unsuited to the present moment, we ask that the Bureau of Statistics, under 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be authorized and directed to 
take the testimony of the representatives of all industrial and commercial inter- | 
ests affected by revision of the tariff laws; or, should that not be deemed the best | 
form of conducting this investigation, that you will, acting with the President of | 
the United States, create and appoint a Government commission of competent 
and just men to discharge this duty ; and that you defer action until the evidence 
80 taken is laid before you. | 

Most European governments, as you are doubtless aware, treat this branch of 
legislation as one not to be governed or determined by general theories, but by a | 
careful survey of the industrial status and prospects of their respective countries, 
and have ordered such investigations before modifying their fiscal policies. Such, | 
for example, were the Belgian enquéte which reported in 1242, the French ¢ nquete 
preliminary to the negotiations now pending for the renewal of the commercial 
treaties with Great Britain and Germany, and the semi-official inquiry conducted 
by the German Handelstag in 1875-76 with regard to the renewal of existing com- 
mercial treaties, 

Permit us to suggest to you some of the reasons which appear to us to justify a 
continuance of the existing protective policy : 


I. The policy of fostering our domestic manufactures 
firmly estab 


both of that 
factures 
history. 
the] 
clare 


! by protective duties was 
lished sixteen years ago, after along and varied experience of the effects 
policy and of the policy called free trade. Under its operation manu- 
have been introduced in variety and extent without parallel in our earlier 
The centennial international exhibition showed how great aud solid was 
‘rogress in this direction which bad been achieved; our European visitors ds 
od emphatically that if we went forward as we had been doing in improving 
machinery, reforming methods, and developing the skill of our workme: 


. n Europe 
ould soon have everything to fear and nothing to hope from our competition 
he industrial aud financial independence of our country, without which political 
independence : 


ce is robbed of half its value, is now so nearly attained that almost 
every needful manufactured article can be supplied at home, and the balance of 
= is turned in our favor. Not only are we conquering our own huge home mar 

ets by supplying consumers ch saper than foreigners could, but a gratifying ex- 
port of manufactured goods is springing up. ; 


whi ; submit to you whether it would be wise and business-like to adopt legislation 
effecte lah put a stop to this progress, destroy a large part of what has been 
a |, and throw upon coming a the needlesa task of rebuilding our 
rem ries. It isour deliberate judgment that such would be the effect of a general 
oval or pawns ot duties at the present time, as it has always previously been | 


the result of measures, and we ask your attention to the patriotic declara- | 


| advantages to the products of foreign workmen, and consigning correspon 


101 


tion made by the free-trade convention which was held during the present year 
| 
| 
| 


at Saratoga 


A New York, that 
fare " 


due regard must be paid to the security and wel. 
of those 


“large and important interests which have grown up under the 
erroneous (/) fiscal policy which the United States have maintained during a period 
of sixteen years 

II. It is obvious that in this matter the interests of the laboring classes are as 
much at stake as those of theiremployers. During the present stagnation of busi 
ness many establishments have been forced to suspend operations, leaving their 
workmen idle and penniless, while many are carried on at a loss, chietly to furnish 
employment end a livelihood to their workmen and to keep their working force 
together un’ il the returnof better times. Todeprivemenutacturers of their present 
hold upon the home market would be to compel the further closing of establish 
ments, with rednetion of wagesand diminution of employment in others. In view 
of ovr recent unhappy experiences, we need not dwell upon the dangers wuich 
might ensue, but will ask you to consider whether, with the low prices at which 
nearly all sorts of manufactured goods are furnished by our home manufacturers, 
and the consequent low prices at which foreigners are forced to supply the goods 


they sell bere, there is any pressing or immediate necessity for offermg greater 


sing 
numbers of our own people to enforced idleness, thus converting hones: work 


men into the inflammable material which demagogues use for their selfish and 
destructive purposes, 

111. The agricultural interests of the country could not fail to suffer immensely 
from the working of any policy which would cripple our manufacturing industries. 
The vast and rapid extension of the area of farming during the past two decades 
has been made possible only through the equally rapid growth of the classes who 
are not employed in farming, but are consumers of the farmer's surplus. Of the 


| Wheat and other grains shipped from the Mississippi Valley, only about one-tifth 


is sent over the sea, and the remaining four-tiftus are consumed by the population 
of our Atlantic States. Though at present our agricultural products are sustained 
by the accident of a great foreign war, the experience of 147 and 1857 justities us 
in predicting that any permanent check to the manufacturing interests of the 
country must be followed by a great diminution of the home demand for bread 
stuffs and other crops, and consequent injury to the agricultural classes 

IV. Not the least nmportant consideration is the inevitably disastrous effect upon 
the national revenue of any sudden or sweeping change in the tariff, While it is 
not the sole or direct purpose of protective duties to produce revenue, they have 
always been the most abundant source of income to the nation, a source peculiarly 


| desirable, since a large portion of the amount received is necessarily paid abso 


lutely by the foreign producer. Allow us to recall the fact that it was the revenue 


produced by a protective tariff which paid off the debt of the revolutionary war 


and that of the subsequent war with Great Britain, leaving a surplus im the ‘Treas 
ury which was divided among the States. The fear of concentrating too great 
wealth in the hands of the General Government was among the principal reasons 
which were successfully urged for the repeal of that tariff; yet only six years 
later, under a free-trade policy, the Secretary of the United States Treasury was 
obliged to apply to European money-lenders for a loan to pay the ordinary expenses 
of Government, and was refused. 

In the general depression of trade and distress which prevail throughout the 
world this country necessarily partakes, and the industries we represent have en 
dured much more than an equal share of that distress Believing this to be inev 
itable we have borne it without complaint, but we should feel very differently 
concerning disasters deliberately invited, and we vehemently protest 
hasty legislaiion which would destroy a great part of the nation 
power of recuperation for the advantage of no one but the 
wary foreign rivals. 

Your petitioners therefore respectfully but most earnestly protest against any 
legislation affecting the duties upon imports which is not based upon a thorough 


preliminary investigation of details, and they urge that this investigation may be 
immediately undertaken. 


against any 
substance and 
nation's shrewd and 


HOURS OF BUSINESS IN 


Mr. ATKINS. I desire to introduce a resolution for action at this 
time. I will state that if there shall be any objection whatever to it 
I will withdraw it. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of State, the Secre 
tary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary: f the Interior, the Attorney 
General, the Postmaster-General, and the Commissioner of Agriculture be, and 
they are hereby, instructed tonotify the House of Representatives without unneces 
sary delay whether the requirement of section 162 of the Revised Statutes relative 
to hours of business in their respective Departments have been fully complied 
with since March 4, 1877, and, if not, wherein and for what purpose the same have 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 


| been violated 


Mr. CONGER. 

The SPEAKER. 
the House. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The question was then taken upon the motion of Mr. Woop; andit 
was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state ef the Union, (Mr. EpEN in the chair,) for the purpose of 
considering the annual message of the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. WOOD. Iam instructed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to submit the resolutions which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 


Resolved 
St: 


I object. 
Objection being made, the resolution is not before 


That so much of the annual message of the President of the United 
es to the two Houses of Congress at the present session, together with the ac 
companying documents, as relates to the finances and taxation, to the public debt 
aud the poblic credit, tothe extension of our foreign trade and commerce, the reve 
nues, foreign tonnage, the abuses in the collection of the customs, the redemption 
and payment in specie of United States notes, and re-funding the public debt, be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 

Resolved, That so much of said messé 


and accompanying documents as relates 
to appropriation to continue the 


civil-service commission, the estimated expendi 
tures for the current fiscal year, the expenditures in and appropriations tor the 
Navy Department, expenditures in the Post-Otlice Department, and appropriation 
for the establishment of a national museum, be referred to the Committee on Ap 
propriations 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompanying documents as relates 
to the readjustment of our coinage system and the renewal of the 
referred to the Committee on Coimage, W eights, and Measure 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompanying documents as relates 
to banks and banking and currency and the resumption of specie payments by the 
national banks be referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompanying documents as relates 
to the civil service be referred to the Committee on Civil Service Reform 


silver dollar be 
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That so much of said message and accompanyir 
between Russia and Turkey, the r 
and Italy, the questions as to naturalization 


wany. the Frencl position 


newal of the treaty between the 
Ax 
radition the treaty 
}, a treaty with Great Britain 
i ident Diaz, of Mexico 
ba, and inter 


the ext articles of 


ruecia, Our re 


| recognition 


Foreign 


nittee o1 


be ref 


relates 


lates 


sand 


sas re 
t-Othes 


That sor 
report of the At 
Committee on the Judiciary 
ved, That so much of said messag 
Indians be referred to the Commi on Indian Affair 
lived, That so much of said message and accompanying d 
to the depredations committed on the timber lands of the United States be referred 
to the Committee on Patlic Lands 

Resolved, That so much of said message and the accompanying documents as 
refers to the agriculturai interests of the United States be referred to the Commit 
tee on Agriculture 

Resolved, That so much of the said message and accompanying documents as 
refers to the publication of the reports of the board appointed on behalf of the 
Executive Departments of the United States to the industrial exhibition held at 
Philadelphia in 1876 be referred to the Committee on Printing 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompapyiug documents as refers 
to the government of the District of Columbia and its relations to the General 
Government, the improvement of the Potomac River, the public schools of the 
District, and other objects of a local character, be referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompanying documents as refers 
to the establishment of a national university and encouragement of education be 
referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

Resolved, That 80 much of said message and accompanying documents as refers 
to the Library of Congress and the provision of more secure and extensive accom- 
modations therefor be referred to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompanying documents as refers 
to the completion of the Washington Monument be referred to the Joint Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds 

Mr. WOOD. 
tions. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. 
one of the resolutions. 

Mr. WOOD. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I move to amend the resolution in 
relation to the reference to the Committee on Foreign Affairs by 
adding thereto that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And that the on Foreign Affairs take into consideration the best 
means of removing the existing and impending causes of difference between Mex- 
ico and the United States, and of confirming and enlarging the commercial rela- 
tions between the two countries by means of a treaty or otherwise, and have leave 


to report the result of their deliberations by resolution or otherwise to this House 
at the earliest practicable day 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. My colleague, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Woop,] has presented very 
properly, in the usual form, the resolutions referring the President’s 
message to appropriate committees. I could have wished, however, 
that in one particular the reference to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs had been more distinctly emphasized, as it seems to me the 
critical nature of the case demands. I refer to that portion of the 
message which relates to the difficulties with Mexico. The peculiar 
language employed by the President in speaking of this matter at- 
tracted my notice when the message was read. I venture to call the 
attention of the House to the peculiar phraseology employed, and 
will ask the Clerk to read a brief extract from the message. 

Phe Clerk read as follows : 


uch of said 1 locuments as relates 


torney-Crenera nd the administration of justice be referred 


and accompanying documonts as relates 


to the 
Resi 


ocuments as reters 


I presume no discussion is needed of these resolu- 


I desire to offer an amendment to 


Committee 


While I do not anticipate an interruption of friendly relations with Mexico, yet 
I cannot but look with some solicitade upon a continuance of border disorders as 
exposing the two countries to initiations of popular feeling and mischances of ac- 
tion which are naturally unfavorable to complete amity. Firmly determined that 
nothing shall be wanting on my part to promote a good understanding between 
the two nations, I yet must ask the attention of Congress to the actual occur 
rences on the border, that the lives and property of our citizens may be adequately 
protec ted and peace prese rved 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. This passage looks in two directions, 
Janus-like, either toward peace ortoward war. And if by any possi- 
bility we should be plunged into hostilities with our neighbor it will 
be alleged that Congress had due notice and should have taken ac- 
tion in the premises. This consideration has induced me to examine 
with some care the message of the President which was transmitted 
to this Houss on the 13th of November, was referred tothe Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and is printed as Executive Document No. 13. 
The perusal of the documents accompanying that message will con- 
vince the House that our relations with Mexico are in a very critical 
condition. Already several detachments of troops, acting under the 
orders of the President transmitted to General Ord, have invaded the 
Mexican territory against the protest of the de facto government of 
that country, which, although it has been in power longer than the 


documents as refers | present administration, has not yet been formally recognized 


between the United | 


| the Mexican troops whereby blood has been shed, it must be ack, 
questions | - 


| edged that the danger of war will be very imminent, if not unayoiy. 
| able. Wecannot shut our eyes to these dangers. The country does y, 


| It desires an opportunity to strengthen itself in order to meet +}, 


nts as refers | 


hy 
UV onr 


Government. 2 Our 

At this present moment a detachment of American troops is upo: 
the Mexican soil, but where no one knows, and if it should tury ons 
that it has been captured ora conflict has taken place bet weey ita , 


w) 
‘ih 


hot 


want war. It desires a time of rest torecover from the losses of 


War 
obligations which it has incurred during a long and destryctiy 
struggle. A new war will add to these obligations and make 
burden of debt and the pressure of taxation intolerable. 
What the country desires is to make them less, and there jg 
reatl | 
metuoad 


ho 


of reducing these burdens so effectively as to enlarge our ty ude 
| with neighboring countries. Mexico offers the most inviting field as 
well as the nearest avenue of such extension of trade. Our peop), 


| desire to cultivate peaceful relations with a customer so near ani sg 


valuable, and all will agree that the establishment of better commer. 
cial relations will be the surest guarantee of peace. If a system of 
peaceful exchange of commodities upon terms of reciprocity could he 
established along the borders of the Rio Grande, instead of the pres- 
ent system of raids and reprisals, hostile collisions would soon be pp. 
placed by friendly competition and angry recriminations by kindly 
greetings. ; 

This Mexican question must be met and solved in some way : either 
by war, which no one desires, or by a protectorate, which has been 
discussed and condemned by the general judgment of the country, or 
by closer commercial relations, enlarging the ties of mutual interes 
and cementing the natural harmony which should exist between na- 
tions producing products so dissimilar as to invite and compel ex 
changes favorable to both. We have no right to take the risks of 
war when the paths of peace areopen tous. At least, as the stronger 
and older nation, we are bound by obvious considerations of magna 
nimity to exhaust every effort toward a peaceful solution of existing 
troubles and the substitution through treaties of reciprocity of mutual 
interest for the antagonism of passion and plunder. The danger js 
that, if this Congress should adjourn without devising some peaceful 
solution, we may find ourselves, when we come back again, compelled 
to vote upon questions of supply for military operations, which we 
cannot refuse to make without imputation upon our patriotism and 
public spirit. I therefore offer the following amendment, which | 
hope my colleague, on behalf of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
will see his way clear to accept: 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to say 

Mr. HALE. Willthe gentleman yield to me for a moment! 

Mr. WOOD. How long? 

Mr. HALE. Only for a minute or two. 

Mr. WOOD. I will yield to the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. HALE. I hope that the amendment offered by the gentlema: 
from New York who has just addressed the committee [ Mr. Hewirr) 
will be adopted. To my mind it is clearly in the right direction. | 
have for years felt an uneasiness about this question of the Mexi 
border and the danger at any time, whether Congress be in session or 
otherwise, of our being involved in a needless broil with Mexico 
The tone of the proposition of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. 
HEWITT, ] lam glad tosee, instead of being in any degree inilammatory, 
is pacificatory. To my mind all the reasons are in favor of a peace- 
ful policy. We can assert and maintain our rights by an exhibition 
of firmness, but I agree fully in what the gentleman says, that the 
country does not want war on any issue that has been raised or is 
likely to be raised. I hope, therefore, that the amendment will be 
agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN. lLask the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
to yield to me for one or two minutes. 

Mr. WOOD. I yield to the gentleman for two minutes. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have not had time to examine critically the reso- 
lution reported by the Committee of Ways and Means so as to ast 
tain precisely to what extent they will be affected by the amena 
ment proposed by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hew:tt.) | 
agree entirely with the spiritof his remarks. I agree with him most 
thoroughly that we cannot well invoke war on account of the neces- 
sity imposed by the troubles on the border. It is our duty, if there is 
a peaceful way of settlement, to adopt it, and to improve our con 
mercial and friendly relations with Mexico rather than do anything 
which will lead to war. 

It seems to me that the resolutions reported by the Comiittee 0! 
Ways and Means make the necessary distribution of the genera’ stiv- 
jects presented in the message of the President. That portion oi tue 
message with the accompanying documents relating to our relatious 
with Mexico is referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, ane 
that gives them full jurisdiction of the matter. There is a porhon 
of the amendment of the gentleman from New York [Mr Hew} 
which I am not sure will not work some inconvenience. _ It refers not 
only the question of the political relations between the United States 
and Mexico to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, but it also refers 
the question of the trade and commercial relations between the two 
countries. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. It proposes to refer to the Committee 

| on Foreign Affairs the subject of negotiating a treaty of reciprocity 
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and trade between the United States and Mexico, and all matters re- 
ferring to treaties are properly within the jurisdiction of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. ; 

Mr. REAGAN. I amglad to hearthe explanation of the gentleman. 


Now there is one subject among others connected with the commerce | 
fs ries that ought rightfully to go to the Committee on | 
Foreign Affairs. The Mexican government has created what is termed | 


of the two count 


a free zone—zona libre—covering the territory from the mouth of the 
Rio Grande for several hundred miles up, and embracing a width of 
some fifteen or eighteen miles on the west bank of the river. To this 
zone, goods go free of import duty ; and from this zone they have been 
sent to Mexico or even the United States, as the case may be. Before 
the establishment of that free zone the custom-house at Brazos de 
Sautiago paid very considerable revenues to the Government of the 
United States. i i it 
(which it seems to me was established in a spirit unfriendly to the 
commerce of the United States) goods going through the custom- 
house at Brazos de Santiago are bonded, and being so bonded are 
carried across the Rio Grande to Matamoras and other cities and towns 
along the Rio Grande without the payment of duties, The result is 
that they are smuggled out of that zone into Mexico and across the 
Rio Grande into the United States, causing the loss of our revenues 
and the demoralization of the people engaged in that smuggling busi- 
nesson bothsides of the river. This subject might properly go to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

But a resolution has been introduced by one of the gentlemen from 
Louisiana and referred to the Committee on Commerce directing an 
inquiry into the propriety of the appointment of a commission to take 


action upon the trade and commercial relations between the United | 


States and Mexico. There is a similar resolution with reference to 
the Central and South American states and the Canadas. These sub- 
jects, so far as they contemplate action looking to the building up of 
the commerce of the two countries, seem to me not proper for the con- 
sideration of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. I submit that they 
ought to go to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOOD. 
Cox. ] 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
proceeds I hope he will allow the Clerk to read that part of the reso- 
tions which refers to this subject, and also the amendinent of the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Hewirt.] In the confusion a great many 
of us were not able to hear the previous reading. 

The Clerk again read the resolution referring various subjects to 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and also the amendment proposed | 


by Mr. Hewitt, of New York. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, I would state that the committee have had 
under consideration to some extent this question about the Rio 
Grande and Mexico. We have had General Ord before us; we have 
heard his story. Whether or not there is any cloud of war hanging 
over the Rio Grande is a problem which the newspapers discuss with 
perhaps some little reasoning of an a priori nature. The condition 
of things in Texas and Mexico may call for some such resolution as 
this But what can we do? The keeping of peace with Mexico 
deperds mostly on diplomacy—altogether, I was about to say, on the 
Executive. Congress can do very little, unless to give what moral 
power it may have by resolution. It may encourage, impel, and mod- 
erate the Executive by counsel. It becomes, therefore, a serious ques- 
tion how far Congress or its committees should go in endeavoring to 
alleviate the troubles on the Rio Grande, as the resolution contem- 
plates. 

Mexico is our neighbor—our “sick man.” Mexico is a voleanic 
country, politically and physically. During the last fifty-seven years, 
since she has had her independence, she has had more or less of trou- 
ble, trial, and tribulation. Revolution seems to be her chronic con- 
dition, But it has heen our policy in this country (and this is the 
point I rose to speak about) whenever we saw a de facto government 
to recognize that government. It is in the interest of commerce and 
peace, in the interest of our rights vested in other countries, and for 
the protection of our citizens. 

1 am utterly at a loss to know why this administration has not re- 
cognized the government of President Diaz. He has the capital; he 
has the archives; he has the army; he has all the territory, all the 
insignia and paraphernalia of power which designate a de facto gov- 
erniment—as much de facto as some others that I could name; [laugh- 
ter]—as much de facto as the States in secession in this country were 
hen recognized by our Supreme Court as de facto, even though sepa- 
rated and beyond our line of forces. It is the duty of our Executive, 
through diplomacy, to recognize the de facto government of Diaz. 
Until we do that all our attempts to enlarge our commerce are like 
pouring water into a colander. 

There are many ways to enlarge our commerce. This may be one 
of them—by commercial treaties. Another one is by reforming our 
infamous tariff system. Another is by reaching out perhaps with our 
shipping to other lands through some moditication of our navigation 

aws. But one thing we can do if this matter is referred to our com- 
mittee: we can investigate the causes that lie at the foundation of 
these troubles on the Rio Grande. We must understand them to 
alleviate and remove them. 


ico has ordered regular troops to the Rio Grande. We, too, have 


Since the establishment of that free zone by Mexico | 


I now yield to my colleague from New York, [Mr. | 


Before the gentleman from New York | 


Already the central government in Mex- | 
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ordered an additional number of troops. There will be in all five 
| thousand on our side, under the command of General Ord. Our 
| troops now by orders go on the other side of the river. The upper 
Rio Grande is shallow; it can be crossed by our troops at almost any 
point. If these two armies meet there, with the present violent pre- 
Jjudices of the Mexican population against ourselves and the lack of 
recognition of Diaz by our Government, there is no telling 
day or an hour may bring forth. To-day war may be little 
speck ro larger than a man’s hand; and to-morrow it may become 
an imminent thunder-cloud. It becomes us as conservators of the 
| peace in many ways to prevent diplomacy or inconsiderate collision 
from dragging us into a war without proper consideration. The arts 
of peace should be especially cultivated toward our neighbor Mex- 
ico, with whom we ought and hope to tra I therefore favor the 
amendment of my colleague, because it enlarges the sphere of inquiry 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. If so, we will endeavor, with 
the aid of our honored chairman, to do our duty in the premises and 
keep the peace, 
Mr. WOOD. 
Pennsylvania. 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I ask the Clerk to read that por- 
tion of the original resolutions offered by the gentleman from New 
York, referring portions of the President’s message to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


what a 


as a 


I now yield for three minutes to the gentleman from 


Resolved, That so much of said message and accompanying documents as refers 
to the operations of the Army and amending the laws in relation thereto, be re 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, at this moment I 
do not rise in any way to antagonize the resolution offered by the 
honorable gentleman from New York, 1 believe the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. No, sir; the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. SWANN] is chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I was under the impression that 
the gentleman from New York who offered the amendment was 
| chairman of that committee, but I am corrected. 

Now, sir, the amendment offered by the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. HEWITT] contemplates action in reference to a portion of the 
duty which is already being discharged by the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs. I will remind that gentleman and this House that that 
resolution instructs the Committee on Foreign Affairs to inquire into 
the causes of the difficulty alluded to in the message of the Execu- 
tive; and this necessarily involves an inquiry into the troubles in. ident 
to the border of Texas on the Rio Grande. I remind this House and 
the honorable gentleman who oflered that resolution that some time 
since the geutleman from Texas [Mr. MILLs] offered a resolution 
instructing the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire into the con- 
dition of things on the border of Texas and Mexico; and the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs has, since the passage of that resolution, been 
industriously performing that duty, and for that purpose, as has been 
known through the public prints, has called before it a number of 
Army officers, including the commanding general of the department 
of Texas. <A large amount of testimony has been taken in that 
| behalf, and I submit now as a matter of suggestion, and not by the 
| way of amendment to the proposition of the gentleman from New 

York, (Mr. Hewrtt,] whether it would not be wise to avoid dupli 

cating this inquiry and bringing these gentlemen back and increas- 

ing the expenses of the investigation, and provide that the testimony 
already taken by the Committee on Military Affairs may be utilized 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs in this inquiry. 

Mr. WOOD. I now yield for four minutes to the gentleman from 
Georgia. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I have but a word to say. I see no 
objection whatever, Mr. Chairman, to the amendment of the resolu- 
tions offered by the gentleman from New York,[Mr. Hewitr.] I think 
he stated properly in the outset that it was merely to give emphasis 
to that part of the resolutions offered by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; that is, to give emphasis to the border 
troubles in Texas. It isin perfect harmony with the resolutions as 
reported from the Committee of Ways and Means. I think it proper 
to give that emphatic expression of the views of this House upon that 
subject. I have myself looked on this question of border troubles in 
Texas with deep interest. I believe the feeling pervades the whole 
country that if war can be prevented it ought to be. I concur en- 
tirely with the gentleman from Maine,[Mr. HALE.] We are, and the 
whole people of this country I think are, for peace, and if war can 
be averted by any sort of means, diplomatic or otherwise, it ought to 
be done. The Committee on Foreign Affairs, having charge of this 

| question, as directed under this amendment, may do much in council 
| with the Executive to bring about some sort of negotiation. 1 am 
not prepared to say whether it is proper to recognize the de facto gov- 
ernment of Diaz or not; I am not sufficiently acquainted with the 
facts. Let the Committee on Foreign Affairs have this matter espe- 
cially and emphatically intrusted to their bands; let them confer 
with the Executive Department, and if they possibly can (and | trust 
there will be no difficulty in doing it) do anything in averting war 
let it be done. I do not think the President intended in any sense to 
be Janus-faced on this subject. 1 fee] assured that this Administra- 
| tion is as much in favor of peace as the gentleman from New York 
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{ Mr. Hewitt] or the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. ny or myself, or 
seven-tenths of the American people. Let them be aided in counsel by 
the wisdom and patriotism of the Committee on Foreign Affairs to 
effect what is the object on allsides. I have nothing more tosay. I 
trust the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. WOOD. I yield now for three minutes to the gentleman from 
Illinois, a member of the committee. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New York 
who has moved the amendment admits the resolutions before the 
committee are in the usual form, and refers the whole subject. There 
is no necessity for any amendment unless he desires to call special 
attention to this subject and to ask instructions from the Committee 
of the Whole and the House, or unless he is of the opinion that the 
subject is not embraced in the resolutions of the committee. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, does it seem necessary, when the subject should 
first be investigated, whether there is an emergency that calls for an 
expression from the House, that there should be at the outset an in- 
struction by the House upon the subject. Let the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, who are by the original resolution itself to have juris- 
diction of this subject, proceed to investigate it, and then come into 
the House and ask for instructions. No gentleman would deplore 
more than myself any action of the House or of the Executive that 
would plunge these two sister Republics into war. But I do not be- 
lieve there is anything in the message, or anything in the desire of 
the Executive or of any party to plunge these countries into a war. 
Therefore it seems to me it is unnecessary to do anything more than 
to refer this portion of the message by the ordinary resolution. 

But there is another feature of the resolution to which I desire to 
call attention and that is, it proposes that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs shall consider whether these difficulties shall not be obviated 
by considering the subject of a commercial treaty and reporting a 
resolution in regard to it. If that subject, a subject relating to rev- 
ennes, to duties, is to be considered at all by this House, it should be 
considered in the first place by the appropriate committee which has 
charge of such a subject under the rules for the organization of com- 
mittees. And again [ would ask, is it for this House to originate 
treaties? Have we the jurisdiction of that subject? Is it necessary 
at all that we should consider the question of a treaty? For this 
reason I hope the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] will not 
press his amendment. Having called the attention of the committee 
to the subject it seems to me he has done all that is necessary with a 
view to the accomplishment of what he desires and that he should 
allow the ordinary resolution to pass. 

Mr. WOOD. I yield tive minutes to my colleague on the commit- 
tee, the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD. Lonly want to say that I hope before any vote 
is taken upon the amendment offered by the gentleman from New 
York [| Mr. Hewitt] he will modify it or allow an amendment to 
strike out one line in his proposed amendment, that which relates to 
the making of a treaty. That is clearly not any part of the business 
of this House. We are no part of the ordinary treaty-making power, 
and we ought not, therefore, to assume by the language used in the 
resolution adopted by this House that any committee of the House 
can originate or aid in originating a treaty. 

But as regards the general principle, I want to say this: I think it 
would have a tendency to quiet apprehensions in the country if a 
clause like this proposed by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Hrwirt] were put into the resolution. We are certainly on delicate 
ground in our relations with Mexico, and Iam willing for one that 
anything shall be dove or anything shall be omitted to be done which 
will tend to prevent the further increase of those apprehensions of 
war, 

Now, all questions relating to our relations with Mexico thus far, 
so far as investigation is concerned, are in the hands of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. That seems to me to be in itself an indica- 
tion that we think affairs have gone to a point where the military 
is to be consulted. I think our Committee on Foreign Affairs ought 
to consider our relations with Mexico, seeing that they are pacific 
and ought to be kept so; and not until we get to a point where 
something more is needed than what the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs can do in its ordinary course should we seek to commit the 
business to the Military Committee. 

Lido not believe, for my part, that anybody in the Administration 
has the slightest tendency to either tolerate the idea of war or in any 
way to aggravate it. But I must say there is some apprehension—I 
have heard it from many quarters—an apprehension that our friends 
on the border, our friends in Texas, feeling keenly, as they have a 
right to feel, the difficulties to which they have been subjected by 
Mexico, are not precisely in a pacific frame of mind, and that from 
that quarter, if any, may come the dangerof war. For that reason I 
think it wise that the Committee on Foreign Affairs should not only 
consider this subject, but that we should adopt euch a resolution as 
that proposed by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hewrrt,]} with 
the clause, however, relating to the treaties, stricken out. That 
would tend, I believe, to allay apprehensions on that subject. With 
that modification, I think the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
will be a good one. If the gentleman will allow me, I will move to 
strike out the line of his amendment which relates to treaties. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I have no objection to adopting the 
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he think it incompetent for this House to recommend the n 
of a treaty of reciprocity or trade? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I suppose the House could make such a recom 
mendation to the President, but it might be considered a Jitt\. im 
pertinent. : 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. This only authorizes the 
to inquire into the matter. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The resolution which directs the committer 
look into the matter of a treaty assumes that we have some right 
selves in the making of such a treaty. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Not to make treaties, but to recom. 
mend treaties. 7 

Mr.GARFIELD. We can do that in our own way. 
that we should send that matter to a committee. 

Mr. WOOD. I now yield three minutes to my colleague from Ney 
York, [Mr. PoTTer.] 

Mr. POTTER. I hope my colleague who offered this amendmen; 
(Mr. Hewitt] will make the change in it which has been suggested 
by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Heating et 80 as to remove any 
objection to which it might otherwise be liable; and then | hope it 
may be adopted, so that the matter of our relations with Mexico may 
be before the Committee upon Foreign Affairs. 

I have heard, Mr. Chairman, of the apprehensions of war with Mexico 
to which the gentleman from Ohio alludes. But the apprehensions 
that I have heard have not come from the quarter which he has indj 
cated ; on the contrary, ever since I have been in Washington this 
session there has been an undercurrent of rumor reaching me occa. 
sionally, and often from quarters that deserved some consideration, 
to the effect that the Administration was anxious to get into a war 
with Mexico. I accept, therefore, with satisfaction the statements 
made by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. BURCHARD] and the gey 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, ] recognizing, as I do, their promi 
nence in their party and how close they stand to the Executive, as 
an assurance that [have been misinformed in that regard. I am 
very sure, sir, that the country does not want war with Mexico; | 
am sure that nothing is less desired than a war now with any country 
and that there is no disposition to take advantage of the embarrassed 
condition of our sister Republic of Mexico, crowded down as she js 
with troubles and responsibilities and in no condition to appeal to 
arms, to require of her anything that is not just, anything that would 
not be required of other nations. I trust, therefore, that the amend 
ment of my colleague, [Mr. HEWITT, ] as modified at the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, ] will prevail. 

Mr. WOOD. I yield now, for the last time, three minutes to t! 
gentleman from Texas, [Mr. MILLs. ] 

Mr. MILLS. I avail myself of the courtesy of the gentleman fro 
New York [Mr. Woop] to enter my dissent to most of what I hav 
heard upon the subject now before the committee. The discussior 
started out on a false predicate and must necessarily lead to false con- 
clusions. I admit that diplomacy is proper between civilized nations, 
nations which have governments upheld by their people, and that 
treaties are the proper agencies to settle all questions of foreign com- 
plications; but that is not the condition of society in Mexico. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] well said, in the few re- 
marks he submitted to the House, that the Republic of Mexico was 
voleauic, physically as well as socially ; its people are an effervescent 
people, and they recognize no government. I am informed that since 
Mexico declared herself a republic in 1624 they have had something 
like eighty different presidents, and Juarez is conspicuous as the only 
president who ever served out the entire term for which he was elected 
There is no government there, and none but anarchy can exist among 
them. 

The Mexican government is in a constant state of ebullition, and 
when we have made treaties with Mexico the people of that country 
have persistently violated them, and when our Government have de- 
manded of the Mexican government that it shall adhere to and enforce 
treaty stipulations it has pleaded its inability to do so on account of 
the want of support from the people of the country. It is madness 
to treat with sucha people. They have an unorganized power among 
the people that is constantly crossing our border to plunder and mur- 
der our citizens, and there is no government of sufficient power in 
Mexico whose aid can be invoked to compel order and obedience to 
authority, andit is needful that we should use our own power to do 80 

Sir, I am not in favor of war; nobody favors war. The Saxon peo 
ple love peace and order; but they love security of life and property 
better than peace. I object to these homilies about peace, when a 
commission instituted by our own House have reported that for ten 
or twelve years past there has been a constant state of warfare on 
the border; that our treaties are despised, and that the men who 
cross our borders to rob and murder our people laugh at your treaties 
and taunt you with your inability to enforce them, and yet you talk 
of more treaties with them, as though you hoped by multiplying 
treaties to give quiet to our border. Nothing, sir, but a respect for 
the — of the United States can bring order and security to our 
border. When the Mexican robbers on the west bank of the Rio 
Grande feel sure that their crimes will be visited with certain put- 
ishment they will remain on their own side of the river. 

Mr. WOOD. I attach, sir, much more importance to this discus 
sion than I do to the resolution which is presented from the Com- 
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committee 
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our 


I do not think 


suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, but I would like to ask him | mittee of Ways and Means or to the amendment offered by ™y 
a question, if he will be good enough to give me his opinion. Does | colleague, [Mr. Hewitt.] So far as the object of the amendments 
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eoneerned, it looks toward the establishment of better and more 
friendly commercial relations with our sister republic. So far as it 
has that aim and that object, as has been announced by the honor- 
able gentleman who offered it, I heartily and earnestly sympathize 
with Lim. But, sir, I do not concur with my colleague that these 
relations should be established because in my judgment there is any 
‘mmediate danger of war between the United States and Mexico. I 
do not think that there is anything in the President’s message, that 
there is anything in any previous communication from the Execu- 
tive, or anything from the Departments, which has been transmitted 
to Congress which justifies the least apprehension of war with 

. oO. 

— aware of the difficulties upon the Rio Grande ; I am aware of 
the troubles that are constantly occurring there, and of the fact that 
apparently hostile armies are assembled on both sides of that river ; 
but 1 am not aware that those armies are congregated there for war- 
like purposes as against either country. 

As I understand it and as I honestly believe, the intention and de- 
sire of the Executive of the United States is rather to preserve the 
property and the lives of our citizens, and to maintain peace upon 
that border rather than by any step to precipitate the country into 
astate of war. I have therefore no apprehension that we are upon 
the eve of a war with Mexico. I concur fully with those gentlemen 
who have said that this is no time for this country to think of a war. 
We want the continuance of peace; we want to take advantage of 
the present peaceable condition of the country in order to revive our 
shrunken industries, to enlarge our power of production, and to im- 
prove our opportunity to dispose of our surplus products by a com- 
mercial interchange of commodities with all the nations of the world. 

Icannot fora moment think that there is the least danger of a 
war with Mexico. I would suggest to my colleague [Mr. Hewitr] 
that his proposition to recommend to the Executive the making of a 
reciprocity commercial treaty with Mexico is not necessary, for that 
subject properly belongs to the treaty-making power which lies in 
the Exeeutive and the Senate of the United States. 
is disposed to make a war he would not carry out the recommenda- 
tion of this House to establish commercial relations which would 
have an oposite tendency and effect. It appears to me, therefore, 
that the suggestion of my colleague on the Committee of Ways and 
Means from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] is a very proper one, and with that 
change the amendment will be perfectly harmless. I will take the 
responsibility on my part on behalf of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to accept it. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not within the power of the gentleman to 
accept an amendment to a report of the committee. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I will modify my amendment in ac- 
cordance with the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. Gar- 
FIELD. ] 

Mr. WOOD. Let the amendment, as modified, be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
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ments on these subjects, and especialiy the report of the Corps of En- 
gineers on the subject of light-houses and the improvement of our 
harbors and rivers, a voluminous doeument, should be in the hands 
of whatever committee may have charge of those matters at the 


| very earliest moment, and should receive the constant, daily, undi- 


vided attention of any committee having charge of those subjects from 
this time until they are prepared to report the result of their delib- 
erations to this House. 

I can hardly think that a subject of that vast importance, recom- 
mended so strongly by the President in his message, should have 
been overlooked by the Committee of Ways and Means, and no pro- 
vision made for its reference to some appropriate committee. It is 
that failure of the Committee of Ways and Means, and of the distin- 
guished gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] at its head, to 
make any recommendation for the reference to any committee of 
these important subjects, that alarms me and leads me to inquire 
whether in fact that honorable gentleman, the leader of his party in 
this House, intends to ignore entirely all these vast interests of the 
country—in my judgment the most important of the home interests 
of the country that have been or can be presented to this Congress. 
I desire to call his attention to the fact of this singular omission. I 
call his attention to the fact that for years there has been no occa- 
sion within his recollection, which extends further back than mine, 


| and no occasion within my recollection, where this subject has not 


| 


had its proper reference in the first set of resolutions introduced for 
the distribution of the various subjects treated of in the President’s 


| message. 


If the President | 


Mr. WOOD rose. 

Mr. CONGER. One word more before the gentleman replies. It 
may be that this subject has been ignored because of the conflict of 
jurisdiction between committees in regard to the subject-matter. If 
that be so, then I think this is the proper time to test the sense of 
the House upon the question whether the ordinary reference to the 
Committee on Commerce—the reference which has been made for 
years past—shall be made by the ordinary resolution, or whether 
some other process should be adopted. 

It seems to me immaterial that particular resolutions calling upon 
particular committees like the Committee on Rules to inquire into 
this matter are pending in the House; but I consider it essential 
that those particular subjects mentioned in the resolution I have 
offered shall, as a whole, with all their separate parts and interests, 
be referred, as they have been for years past, to that committee which 


| alone in my judgment can properly handle these associated matters. 


| does he wish? 


Mr. WOOD rose. 

Mr. CONGER. Does the gentleman wish to ask a question? I 
will yield to him for a question or for a remark. How much time 
[ Laughter. } 


Mr. WOOD. I wish to make several remarks in reply to the gen- 


| tleman from Michigan; and after the gentleman is through I will 
| take the floor. 


And that the Committee on Foreign Affairs take into consideration the best 


means of removing the existing and impending causes of difference between Mex- 
ico and the United States, and of confirming and enlarging the commercial rela- 
tions between the two countries ; and have leave to report the result of their delib- 
erations by resolution or otherwise to the House at the earliest practicable day. 

The amendment, as modified, was then agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER. I offer an additional resolution, which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved That so much of the President's message as relates to the commerce of 
the United States and its shipping interests and the accompanying documents re- 
lating to the samo, and those documents relating to the examination, survey, and 


improvement of rivers and harbors and the building and maintaining of light- 
houses, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. CONGER. It was with considerable surprise that I noticed 
that the Committee of Ways and Means, in their resolutions propos- 
ing the distribution of the subjects of the President’s message and 
the documents accompanying the same, have left out what the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Woop] has just said was one of the most 
important subjects referred to in the message and before Congress ; 
that is, the enlarging of the commerce of the United States, the ex- 
tension of markets for the productions of the United States, and the 
ship; ing interests of this country. I ask the Clerk to read from the 
mnessage of the President the paragraph which I have marked, and I 
call the attention of this committee to it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The commerce of the United States with foreign nations, and especially the ex- 
port of domestic productions, has of late years largely increased; but the greater 
portion of this trade is conducted in foreign vessels. ‘The importance of enlarging 


our foreign trade, and especially by direct and speedy interchange with countries | chairmen of ggmmittees as to the jurisdiction over particular ques- 


ou this continent, cannot be overestimated ; and it isa matterof great moment that 

of mar n shipping interest should receive, to the utmost practical extent, the benetit 

hel F Comnanere® with other lands. These considerations are forcibly urged by all 

Stale ete cities of the country, and public attention is generally and 

ent re ted to the solution of the problems they present. It is not doubted 

the op ss will take them up in the broadest spirit of liberality, and respond to 
public demand by practical legislation upon this important subject. 


Mr. CONGER. Ido not recollect now that any subject has been 
pecented in the message of the President forthe consideration of the 
wre Houses of Congress more forcibly or more urgently than the sub- 
= of our commerce and of our shipping interests, in the language 
which has just been read by the Clerk. The accompanying docu- 








| judgment propose a very proper reference of it. 


Mr. CONGER. I will yield five minutes to the gentleman. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman will of course allow me to correct 
some of his errors. 

Mr. CONGER. It will take, I think, but a moment to do that. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Michigan is laboring under a 
very great error if he supposes the Committee of Ways and Means 
have omitted this very important part of the President’s recommend- 
ations to Congress. The committee have not omitted it, but in my 
They do not propose 
to refer that portion of the message to the Committee on Commerce. 
The subject to which the gentleman from Michigan refers looks to 
the further encouragement of our foreign commerce and trade. It 
does not relate to any mere question of navigation or of improve- 
ment of rivers and harbors. It applies to foreign commercial trans- 
actions; and in that connection it is intimately associated with our 
tonnage, with our tariff, with our interchange of commodities with 
other nations, and all those higher questions that involve much 


| graver considerations than those which appear to occupy the imme- 


| 


diate attention of my friend from Michigan. If the gentleman will 
refer to that part of these resolutions which makes a distribution of 
certain portions of the message to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
he will find this subject embraced there. 

Mr. CONGER. Let it be read. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Michigan, as an old member of 
the House, knows in common with other old members, in what con- 
fusion the rules have left us with reference to the jurisdiction of the 
committees. He knows that the rules in this respect require an 
entire revision; that constant disputes arise on the floor between 


tions which House desires to refer. I have never participated in 
those discussions. I do not consider such questions so important as 
some other gentlemen do. I am quite willing that some part of the 
large and onerous duties imposed by the rales upon the Committee 
of Ways and Means shall be taken charge of by other committees of 
the House. I think I may say that we have no committee pride, no 
desire to arrogate to ourselves jurisdietion over any question of 
which any other appropriate committee of the House may be desirous 
to relieve us. If the gentleman thinks that his committee can take 


charge of the great questions to which I have referred ; that, having 
assumed the duties of the Committee on Railways and Canals in 
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addition to their usual duties, they can find time to consider also 
these important questions relating to our foreign trade, I am willing 
to intrust the gentleman’s committee with this investigation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Before the gentleman from New York sits 
down will he permit me to ask him a question? 
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These resolutions | 


propose a reference of certain parts of the President’s message to the | 


Committee on Commerce. Would it not be better to hold suc h refer- 
until the contest now pending between the Com 
ittee on Commerce and the Committee on Railways and Canals is 
determined by the ¢ ommittee on the Rules? 
Mr. CONGER. I do not yield the floor. The gentleman from New 


ibeyance 


Mr. Woop] concedes all that I could ask in this matter. I 
ith him that such questions as relate to the admission of 


sels without the payment of duty or with a moderate duty, 
the right to purchase shipping free, &c., belong to the Committee of 
Way and Means, because they are questions by which revenue is 
affected. But I have never heard that the Committee of Ways and 


Means had any interest whatever in the extent of the foreign mar- | 


kets for our productions; and I do not think the gentleman will 
assume that the Committee of Ways and Means have anything to do 
with a subject which under the laws of the land cannot bring revenue 
to the country. There is no duty, and there can be no duty, on ex- 
ports Che question of finding a market among the other nations of 


the world for the vast accumulating productions of labor does not 


belong to the Committee of Ways and Means. It never has been | 


assumed to belong tothem. It is purely and absolutely a question 
of American commerce—a question of commere¢ ial regulations entirely. 
Che admission of foreign products upon which duties may or may not 
be levied, the manner of their introduction, the measure of the impost 
upon them, may very properly be considered by the gentleman’s com- 
But every question involved inthe resolution I have offered 
belongs directly, and in my opinion necessarily, to the consideration 
of the Committee on Commerce ; and a consideration by this commit- 
tee does not contlict with the province of the Committee of Ways and 
Means or the Committee of Railways and Canals or any other com- 
mittee whatever As to the best mode of effecting the objects referred 
to in my resolution the Committee on Commerce has had, and for the 
interests of the country should have, the control of such measures. 
One remark made by the gentleman implies a supposition on his 
part that a member of this House can have no interest in regard to 
the reference of subjects to a committee unless he is a member of that 
cominittes 


mittee 


these subjects. It is the business of the gentleman to claim for the 
Comn ee of Ways and Means all thea 
committee entitled to, and such other powersas hethinks they can use 
with proper effect 

But lam not a member of the Committee on Commerce; I have no 


interest 1 that direction; 


rofthe Committee on the Mississippi Levees. Ithink 
ejudiced, then, as the gentleman from New York or any 
men who belong to a committee; but I have in com- 

y other gentleman in this House a vast interest, as every 

{ the United States has, in the promotion of our com- 
he markets for our productions over the broad face of the 
rever they may be carried and however they may be car- 

IL have an interest as every citizen of the United States has in 
nt and in the future in the improvement of our rivers, those 
Ways of our commerce, and in the improvement of our har- 


places of refuge and safety where our shipping whether 
, 


amendment offered by the gentleman from Michigan ought t 


i do not regard myself as standing in such a relation to | 


ihority which he thinks that | 


we shall leave that portion of the message undistributed and y 





nor of the Ways and Means; nor of For- | 
ns—not even a member of the Committee on Railways | 


DECEMBER 10, 


Committee on Commerce its proper and legitimate duty to preserve 
and protect all these interests of the American people, or whe) 


ether 


; : Weaker 
from day to day the power of the only committee which can q coe 


lish these great objects of interest to the American people, 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask that that part of the resolutions offereq 
the gentleman from New York {Mr. Woop] referring port 
message in reference to the commerce of the country be 

Mr. WOOD. The portion of the Inessage referring to that sy 
has been referred to the Cominittee of Ways and Means 
resolutions reported from that committee. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I understo d the gentleman from New Yi 
say that the que stions aflecting the commerce of 
been referred under his resolutions to the Com 
I ask that that portion of the resolutions be read. 

Mr. REAGAN I will inform my colleague of the 
Commerce that there is no such reference in those resoluit 

Mr. DUNNELL. Il understood the chairman of the Committe, 
Wavs and Means to say that reference had been made to the ( 
wittee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOOD. No, the only reference to navigation, to foreign t 
and commerce in the message is referred by the resolutions to + 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. REAGAN. There seems to be no conflict, Mr. Chairman, } 
tween the resolution offered by the gentleman from Michigan [\y 
CONGER] and the resolutions reported from the Committee of Ware 
and Means. It does not interfere with the reference proposed to 
made to the Committee of Ways and Means, and in my judgment t 


so 
! 

l } . 
howr 


reacd 


au 


adopted. It does strike me as very strange that the committee wh 
has reported legislation for many years to improve rivers and hat 


and to render navigation more safe by furnishing light-honses 


buoys and light-ships upon our coasts should have entirely escayy 
the Committee of Ways and Means when they undertook to refer 
the appropriate committees the various portions of the Presider 
message. That part of the public service which has called for a 
received an appropriation, as I have said, of thirty millions of money 
in the last few years and which has to deal with the improvement 
navigation and commerce and to meet the necessities of the cou 
in that respect, it seems to me, ought not to have been overlooked 
the resolutions of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop ] 

Mr. WOOD. There is nothing in the message on that subj: 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman from New York says there is: 
ing in the message on that subject. If that be the fact, and 
failure to make the reference is due to the fact that there is not 


| in the message upon the subject, I admit that the reason assigned is 


a very proper one. 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman will permit me I will say that there 
has been no intentional omission at all. The message of the I’res 
dent was very closely analyzed and every subject treated of 


| message was appropriately referred according to the best intentions 


ing in from the stormy ocean or the more stormy lakes may find | 


shelter and protection. 

Sir, there is no sabhject—there can be no subject which appeals to 
the American people to-day, in this hour of their depression, in this 
time when their manufactures have flooded our country, when our 
mills have stopped running, when the productions have exhausted 
our markets—there can be no question so interesting, so important 
to every class of the American people as that we shall find markets 
among the other nations of the world for the productions with which 
our country is overstocked, for those productions of which so many 


have been made in this country that our workmen to-day are idle 


with consequent loss of means of support verging almost to starva- 
tion among some of our people. 


No, sir; instead of taking away the power of that one committee, 


which can combine all these great interests of commerce, of naviga- 


tion, of the improvement of harbors, of the improvement of rivers, 


of the building and maintaining of light-houses around our coast— | 


instead of frittering away their power—it seems to me now is the 
splendid opportunity for Congress to strengthen their hands, to en- 
courage their eflorts, to aid them in finding foreign markets for the 
innumerable productions of the labor of the American people, for 
improving our rivers that they may compete with the monopolies of 
railroads, for cheapening transportation, ay, sir, for finding markets 
for sheir productions all over the world, and then for cheapening the 
means of transportation, whether by shipping, or by the improve- 
ment of rivers or by the security of harbors, or by building and main- 
taining light-houses upon our coasts, cheapening freight upon our 
productions wherever we can find a market for them. And it is for 
that purpose, sir, more than any other I offer this resolution, and I 
desire to test the sense of the House whether we will give to the 





and knowledge of the committee. I do not object, however, to t! 
amendment of the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Concer] if lw 
thinks there is anything in the message which ought to go to the 
Committee on Commerce. If I have the power, I am perfectly wiiling 
to accept it. 

Mr. CONGER. Then, I suppose there is no objection to adopting 
my resolution. 

Mr. WOOD. I make no objection to it. 

Mr. SAYLER. The objection is that there is nothing of the kind 
in the message to refer. 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman from Ohio had read the message 
which, I am sorry to say, he has not — 

Mr. SAYLER. I have read it. 

Mr. CONGER. Or if he had had some one to point ont what! 
meant, which I regret is not the case—— 

Mr. SAYLER. That was not at all necessary. 

Mr. CONGER. Or if he had listened to the extract which I seut 
up to the desk and which was read by the Clerk—— 

Mr. SAYLER. Which I did. ; 

Mr. CONGER. Then I cannot help the gentleman from Ohio avy 
further. 

Mr. SAYLER. And the gentleman from Ohio does not need the 
gentleman’s assistance. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. | offer the following as an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER :] 


Strike ont all that refers to the improvement of the navigation of rivers. 


The committee will at once understand what the object of my 
amendment is. Only a few days ago a question as to the jurisdiction 
over the subject of the improvement of the navigation of rivers was 
discussed at length in this House, and finally by agreement the activ! 
of the House was referred to the Committee on Rules, who now have 
it under consideration. Under these circumstances I really did no! 
expect that the gentleman from Michigan would try to take a shor 
cut, and endeavor to take this matter out of the hands of the Cow 
mittee on Rules in the way he proposes. This was a fair agreemen!, 
and I suggest to the gentleman from Michigan that he bad better 
wait till the Committee on Rules makes its report and then the House 
can act in any way it pleases. But this attempt to cut off the repott 
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Committee on Rules, which has the subject under considera- 
Hon, on the part of a gentleman occupying so distinguished a posi- 
+ on as the gentleman from Michigan does in this House, I think is 
not exactly the fair thing. : 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to say one word in reply to the gentleman 
rexas, (Mr. SCHLEICHER.} 
REAGAN. With the permission of the gentleman from Mich- 
| would like to say a word or two. 

, CONGER. I desire to say just one word. When the Commit- 
Rules shall report to this House a rule which shall govern the 
oe of these subject-matters and the House shall adopt it, that 

i earry with it what the gentleman from Texas refers to. My 

‘tion does not at all interfere with the report of the Committee 

ules or with the adoption by the House of a change of its rules; 
itferent portions of the President’s message ought to be re- 

; ewhere now. If arule shall hereafter, on the report of the 
‘ittee on Rules, be adopted which shall make a deviation from 


TT 


of the 


1 


has been the practice for a great many years, then of course | 


the z ibiect-matter will be referred in accordance with the decision 
of the Honse. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Would not this reference anticipate the ac- 
of the Committee on Rules? 

CONGER. No more than the former action of all former Con- 


Mi 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. This is certainly a matter which ought to 
await the action of the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. CONGER. 
subjects touched upon in the President’s message, which certainly 
must be referred somewhere. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It should not be referred to any one of the 
committees which are now contesting about this power. 

Mr. CONGER. This subject should be referred to the committee 
which has heretofore had charge of it. If the House should here- 
after sustain the other view then the reference of this subject would, 
of course, follow that decision. 

Mr. REAGAN. I coneur with the views expressed by my colleague 
[Mr. SCHLEICHER] upon this subject. 
days age and the matter was referred to the Committee on Rules with 


mittee on Rules. There is no interest that will suffer by delay in 
this matter and I concur with him tbat it is preferable to allow the 
subject to pass over until the Committee on Rules make their report. 
{donot feel inelined to debate the subject pending the report of 
that committee. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I hope the gentleman from Michigan will 
agree to modify his amendment. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I beg to say to you, Mr. Chairman, and to 


dent’s message and the different subjects to different committees is a 
sham; it does not amount to anything; it isamereform. When you 
bring in a billor resolution sending this or that subject to this or 
that committee, what does it amount to? for when the committee 


ject they can report it anyhow and you cannot stop them. Bills of 

the same class constantly go to different committees, and the moment 

a committee gets possession of such a bill they can bring it back, and 

therefore all this talk and debate about the reference of subjects to 

different committees is utterly irrelevant. 

an GONGER. I wish to say that the gentleman’s shaft does not 
if me. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I aimed no shaft at the gentleman. 

Mr.CONGER. Ifthe House is delayed by the introduction of shams 
the gentleman’s colleague and his committee are responsible for it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I did not refer to the gentleman from 
Michigan. I spoke generally. 

Mr. CONGER. I supposed that the reference of the President’s 
hessage to the different committees was a respectful, parliamentary, 
and proper subject of action by the House. If it be not so, then 
from the formation of the Government until this warning note from 
the gentleman from New York, who has for many long years been 
a member of the House, a wrongful practice has prevailed, and 
the gentleman has been derelict in his duty, for he has been, as I 
have said, for many years a member of the House, and was a member 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and yet he has failed to bring 
this “sham ” before the House. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I never was a member of the Committee 


the interpretation which the gentleman puts upon it. I merely say 
that the practice of the House has been that when a committee gets 
possession of a subject by reference they report it back nem. con. 

Mr. ( ONGER. I ask the gentleman by what authority the En- 
pincer 8 Report, this large and valuable report upou rivers and har- 
rors and such things, can be considered by any committee, except 
by relerence of it to some committeé. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I 
which the 
before it ix 
House 


gentleman refers, but if a committee has a proposition 


pe and they cannot be stopped. This thing is a nonentity. It 
oa through a very dignified proceeding without any practical 





But this is the usual resolution disposing of the | 


It was before the House afew | 


| is a delicate and responsible duty. 
! . . . , 

a strict regard for the proprieties of the occasion. 
| power is limited to the subjects embraced in the message. 


| therein referred to. 
the members of the House, that the resolution dividing up the Presi- | 


| tive action. 
gets under its jurisdiction by reference any bill in relation to the sub- | 


| Columbia. 
do not understand the special case to | 


1 reference to that report they can bring it back to the | 
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Mr. CLYMER. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
stopping all this debate. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not yield the floor to the gentleman for that 
purpose. I yield tive minutes to the gentlemaa from Massachusetts, 
{ Mr. BANKs. ] 

Mr. CLYMER. I think the gentleman had concluded his remarks 
and did not hold the floor; but I withdraw the motion in order that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts may be heard. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, the matter before the committee is 
not as important as implied by the remarks of the gentleman from 
Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] It is a very simple matter. It does not 
embrace the questions to which he has referred. It became the duty 
of the Committee of Ways and Means under the order of the House 
to refer the subjects embraced in the message of the President to the 
appropriate committees, and that committee in the discharge of its 
duty proposes to refer that part of the message relating to commerce 
which was read at the request of the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. 
CONGER] to the Committee of Ways and Means. Now, that part of 
the message embraces three propositions to which the President 
especially calls attention : first, the increased export of domestic pro- 
ductions in American vessels; second, enlarging our foreign trade, 
especially by direct and speedy interchange with countries on this 
continent, the importance of which he thinks cannot be overestimated; 
third, securing to our own shipping to the utmost practical extent 
the benefit of our commerce with foreign lands. These are the im 
portant subjects which he recommends Congress to consider in the 
broadest spirit of liberality and to respond to the publie demand by 
practical legislation. (Message, page 17.) 

Now, these subjects, the identical topics embraced in that portion 
of the President’s message which has been read at the request of the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER,] belong to the Committee 
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| of Ways and Means as atlecting the question of revenue and the tariff 


or trade regulations between this country and other nations, and they 
are embraced in the very large jurisdiction which under the rules is 


| ziven it as one of the most important committees of the House. There 


is no other question invelved. The Committee of Ways and Means, 
in addition to this reference, quite appropriate I think, proposed in 


| the resolution which has been reported to refer othe topic sof the 
asort of understanding that we would await the report of the Com- | 


message to other appropriate committees, and the resolution does 


| refer to the several committees of this House the several subjects 


embraced in the message, and those subjects alone. 
and reference of the topics of the message t 


The distribution 
») appropriate committees 
It enforees upon the committee 
Their duty and 
It is the 
message alone that gives any committee jurisdiction over any subject 
The Committee of Ways and Means at the same 
time recommends the reference to the various committees of the docu- 
ments accompanying the message of the President. 

But these documents are refervsed for information and instruction 
only. They do not confer jurisdiction and authority for legisla- 
If there be in those documents any subjects treated of to 
which the President does not refer in his message, the House, by the 
reference of that information, does not give to any committee juris- 
diction over the subject so far as to authorize it to originate and re- 
port measures of legislation to the House. The only subjects upon 
which reports can be made and over which jurisdiction is given to 
committees, under the order given to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, are the subjects treated in the President’s message. It would 
be an act of very questionable propriety for that committee to refer 


| to different committees various subjects, or any subject not distinctly 


stated in that document by the President. 

I am not able at this moment to speak positively on the matter, but 
my opinion is that there is no other reference in the message to the 
subject of commerce than that which I have stated. There is a refer 
ence in one place toa “long commercial depression,” but only with 
reference to the increase of foreign trade and the information ob- 
tained by diplomatic officers concerning the trade of other nations. 
There is not one word, from the beginning to the end of the docu- 
ment, about the general improvement of rivers and harbors. Light- 
houses are not mentioned, and none of those matters embraced in the 
proposed reference to the Committee on Commerce are mentioned by 
the President, or which relate to commerce that does not properly 
come within the jurisdiction of the Committee of Ways and Means. 


| There is a suggestion as to “the improvement of the Potomac River,” 
a | but it does not come from the President. 
of Ways and Means; but I beg to say that my remark does not bear | 


“The commissioners” of 
the District of Columbia, he says, also ask attention to the impor- 
tance of the improvement of the Potomac River and the reclamation 
of the marshes bordering the cityof Washington, “and their views,” 
he adds, “are concurred in by the board of health.” Clearly this is a 
matter for the District of Columbia and not for the Committee on 
Commerce or any other committee except that of the District of 
If it is proposed to refer to the Committee on Commerce 
the subject of cheap transportation, or any other subject embraced 
in the message appropriate to its organization, there certainly will 
be no objection. That portion of the message which has been read 
can give no authority to the Committee on Commerce, because the 
subject referred to does not properly belong to that committee. It 
cannot be claimed that the reference in any accompanying document 


| to any particular subject can give a committee jurisdiction over that 
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subject. Those documents are not anthority and do not confer juris- 
diction apart from the message. The President’s message alone is 
authority. The information contained in those documents Is instruct- 
ive, but it gives no authority to any committee to originate measures 
and report bills to this House. 

In my opinion the action of the Committee of Ways and Means is 
exactly in accordance with the practice of the House heretofore. 
They propose to refer that portion of the President’s message relating 
almost exclusively to subjects on revenue and to tariff and commer- 
cial regulations between this country and other countries to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. Those other subjects uot specified 
nor alluded to in the message are not referred to other committees, 
because the Committee of Ways and Means were not called upon to 
introduce resolutions providing for such reference. If there is of the 
message any portion relating to cheap transportation or to the im- 
provement of rivers and harbors, or to light-houses or other matters 
essential to commerce, I do not suppose any objection will be made 
to a reference in accordance with the jadgment of the House. I hope 
that the resolutions reported fromthe Committee of Ways and Means 
will be adopted, 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to move that the committee now rise and re- 
port the resolutions to the House. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I have been seeking an opportunity for some time 
to move an amendment. 

Mr. CLYMER. I think it would be better for the committee to 
rise and obtain an order from the House to close debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is upon the amendment 
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of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. ScuLetcuer] to the resolution | 


offered by the gentleman from Michigan, [| Mr. CONGER.] 
Ihe additional resolution moved by Mr. CONGER was as follows: 


Resolved, That so much of the President's message as relates to the commerce 
of the United States and its shipping interests and the accompanying documents 
relating to the same, and those documents relating to the examination, survey, and 
improvements of rivers and harbors and the building and maintaining of light 
houses, be referred to #hoe Committee on Commerce 


The amendment proposed by Mr. SCHLEICHER was to strike ont the 
words “and those documents relating to the examination, survey, 
and improvement of rivers and harbors.” 

The question being taken upon the amendment moved by Mr. 
SCHLEICHER, upon a division there were—ayes 18, noes 92. 

Nofurther count being called for, the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon the resolution moved by Mr. 
CONGER, and upon a division there were—ayes 80, noes 52. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire now to move that the committee rise and 
report the resolutions with the amendments to the House. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I raise the point that no quorum voted on the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman make that point at the time 
the vote was announced ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, I did. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the committee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. EpEN reported that the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union had had under consideration the annual mes- | 


sage of the President of the United States, and had come to no resolu- 
tion thereon. 

Mr. WOOD. If in order, I move that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the President’s message and the pending resolutions in relation 
to the distribution of the same. 

Mr. CANNON, of Hlinois. I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. WOOD. And I move the previous question upon the resolu- 
tions and amendments. 

The SPEAKER. If the motion of the gentleman to discharge the 
committee is agreed to, it will then be in order for him to move the 
previous question. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I make the point of order that it is not 
now in order to move to discharge the Committee of the Whole until 


that committee has fally considered the resolutions before it and is | 


prepared to report the same to the House. 

The SPEAKER. That is a question for the House to determine, 
whether the committee have fully considered the subject or not. It 
is not for the Chair to indicate any preference in regard to that. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. If the Chair will indulge me a mo- 
ment—— 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Without being sufficiently familiar with 
the rules to know whether it was necessary that the gentleman from 
New York should have asked the House to resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole to consider these resolutions, I know that it was 
done. But the Committee of the Whole were not through with the 
subject ; and while I was upon my feet seeking to offer an amend- 
ment, having addressed the chairman for that purpose, the gentle- 
man from New York moved that the committee rise. I supposed it 
was for the purpose of limiting debate. Before my amendment was 
formally offered, the committee rose; and the gentleman now asks 
that the committee be discharged. Now, it may be that it was not 


necessary for the House to go into Committee of the Whole at all | 
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ee 


upon these resolutions. If so, it was—I will not say a foolish, but 
vain thing for us to do so. ee 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Illinois is partially corpect 

Mr. SAYLER. I rise to a question of order. I submit thet a 
Honse has precisely the same authority to discharge the Comm ts . 
of the Whole from the consideration of any subject that it has to. . 
charge any standing or select committee from the consideration of. 
subject; and the only remedy for the gentleman from [}inojs js j 
desires to offer an amendment to the resolutions proposed by the pha: 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, is to have the major 
of the House vote down the demand for the previous que stion, Ty 
the resolutions, being before the House, will be subject to ay ayy 
ment. Buta majority of the House if they do not desire to ay 
further, or to discuss this question further, have certain), 
saV SO. 

The SPEAKER. In corroboration of what the gentlemay fro 
Ohio (Mr. SaYLER] states the Chair will cause to be read Rule jy4_ 
The Clerk read as follows : ‘ 

The House may at any time, by vote of the majority of the members present ey. 
pend the rules and orders for the purpose of going into Committee of the Who)... 
the State of the Union, and also for providing for the discharge of the Com 
of the Whole House and the Committee of the Whole House on the sta; 


‘ 









to ame 


a right t 


Union from the further consideration of any bill referred to it, after re 
out debate on all amendments pending and that may be offered. 

‘he SPEAKER. The point of order which the gentleman froy 
Illinois makes as to his having been on his feet desiring to offer 4, 
amendment is a point that should have been made in the connitte, 
a point with which neither the present occupant of the chair yo; 
the House has anything to do. 

Mr. BURCHARD. As I understand, there is a slight distincetioy }, 
tween the present condition of this question and the state of cipey 
stances contemplated by the rule just read. I submit that a gent) 
man cannot rise at any time and interrupt the business of the Hous 
by moving to discharge a committee or the Committee of the Who} 
House from the consideration of a proposition that has been referred 
to the committee by the House. But, when the subject is called 
or can be properly brought before the House in its order, then th 
inotion may be made to discharge the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The rule expressly provides for that. 

Mr. BURCHARD. But does it provide that at any time the n 
tion may be made, interrupting the ordinary course of business! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not decide that it may be « 
at any time. The Chair merely decides that under the rule it may 
done at this time. 

Mr. WOOD. I will suggest to my friend from Illinois that th 
House really has no cognizance of questions of order arising in Co 
mittee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. None. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Illinois was on his feet, but 
was not recognized by the Chair, and the amendment was not ofjered 
in committee. It is now proper to move to discharge the committe 
for the purpose of bringing the House to a direct vote upon my res- 
lutions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair entertains the motion. 

Mr. HALE. What was the report made by the chairman of 1 
committee to the Speaker when the committee rose ? 

The SPEAKER. It was that the committee had come to no « 
clusion on the subject; whereupon the gentleman from New York 
was recognized to move to discharge the committee. 

Mr. HALE. I understood that the gentleman in charge of they 















| resolutions moved that the committee rise and report the resolutions 
| and amendments to the House. * 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know as to that; but he knows 
what was the report made to the House by the chairman of the Cor 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. Was not that the motion made by the gentleman frou 
New York? 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, no. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York demands the pre- 
vious question on the motion to discharge the Comiittee of the Whol 
from the further consideration of this subject. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered 

The motion of Mr. Woop, that the Committee of the Whole be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the subject, was agreed to 
there being—ayes 148, noes 11. 

Mr. WOOD. TL now call for a vote on the adoption of the resolutions 
and amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the House has a right! 
have the resolutions brought from the Committee of the Whole int 
exact position in which they were in the committee. The Clerk © 
read from the rules. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The rules of proceeding in the House shall be observed in Committee of & 
Whole House, so far as they may be applicable, except the rule limiting the 
of speaking. 

Mr. WOOD. I move to suspend the rules and pass the resolutions 

Mr. GARFIELD. My understanding was that the Committee @ 
the Whole was to be discharged from the resolutions as they wer? 
left in the committee, and in that case the House will have to 000 
sider the pending amendment. 

The SPEAKER. There was an amendment pending. 
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Mr. CONGER. It was adopted. , 

The SPEAKER. There was an amendment pending which had 
been voted on, but there did not appear to be a quorum voting, and 
the point of order was raised by the gentleman from Missouri that 
was no quorum voting. F i : 

Mr. CONGER. But the Chairman decided that it came too late. 

Mr. WOOD. Under the decision of the Chair it will be recollected 
this House can take no cognizance of what occurs in the Committee 
of the Whole. ‘ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would have such course adopted as 
will test the sense of the House in reference to the amendment. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Isuggest there be a separate vote on that amend- 
~ WOOD. Ido not object to that. Let the vote be now taken 

non the resolutions and the pending amendment. I now demand 
the previous question. ; 

Mr. SAYLER. I submit to the Chair, whether a final vote had 
been taken on the amendment of the gentleman from Michigan or 


there 


not, yet that an amendment pending at the time in the Committee of | 
the Whole when the Committee of the Whole is discharged it neces- | 


sarily brings that pending amendment into the House. 

The SPEAKER. That is what the Chair was about to state. 

Mr. GARFIELD. It will be fair all around if we are allowed to 
have a separate vote on that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. 
when interrupted in his statement. 
mand for the previous question on the resolutions and pending 
amendment. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desired before the vote was taken to 
be recognized to make an appeal to the gentleman from New York 
to allow me to offer an amendment and to let the previous question 
operate upon my amendment as well as the pending amendment 
from the committee. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
ac cept it. 

Mr. WOOD. There are half a dozen gentlemen who wish to offer 
amendments, and while I do not wish to be discourteous to the 
gentleman I must insist on the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I have no doubtif the amendment were 
read it would be accepted. 

The main question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the pending amendment 
in the Committee of the Whole offered by the gentleman from Mich- 
igan, [Mr. CONGER. ] 

Mr. CONGER. It is short; let it be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the President's message relates to the commerce 
of the United States and its shipping interest, and he Secomeanetne documents 
relating to the same, and those documents relating to the examination, surve 


improvement of rivers and harbors, and the building and maintaining of light- 
! referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


houses, be 


Let it be read and perhaps the gentleman will 


The House divided ; and there were—ayes 100, noes 62. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolutions, as amended, were then adopted. 

Mr. WOOD moved to recousider the vote by which the resolutions, 
as amended, were adopted; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

SAFETY OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND RECORDS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House the 
tnd : ; : oa . 
lollowing message from the President of the United States. 

he Clerk read as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives 

I transmit herewith for the information of Congress a copy of the report of the 
commission appointed by me on the 27th of September, 1477, to examine the several 
public buildings in this city and determine the nature and extent of their security 
against conflagrations and the measures to be taken to guard the buildings and 
their contents from destruction or damage by fire. 

The records of the Government constitute a most valuable collection for the 
country, whether we consider their pecuniary value or their historicai importance ; 
and it becomes my duty to call your attention to the means suggested for securing 
these valuable archives, as well as the buildings in which theyare are stored. The 
commissioners have performed their duties intelligently and faithfully. Their 
recommendations are fully concurred in by me, and commended to the favorable 
consideration of Congress. 


is R. B. HAYES. 
“XECUTIVE MANSION, December 10, 1277. 

_The message’ and the accompanying papers were referred to the 
( — on Public Builaings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed, 

te REPAVEMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

_ The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following message 

‘rom the President of the United States : 
The Clerk read as follows : 

ne Senate and House of Representatives : 
ao the honor to transmit herewith an additional report and accompanying 
gress os nt addressed to me by the commissioners appointed under the act of Con 
aa ed July 19, 1876, authorizing the repavement of that part of Pennsyl- 

avenue lying between the Treasury Department and the Capitol grounds. 


hk. B. HAYES. 
EXEcuTive MANSION, December 10, 1877. 


That is what the Chair was trying to have done | 
The first question is on the de- | 
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The message and accompanying documents were referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 1746) 
for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of the United States steamer 
Huron, and for other purposes; when the Speaker signed the same. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair asks unanimous consent to lay before 
the House some executive communications for reference which it 
may be important committees should have at this time. 

There was no objection. 


CONTINGENT FUND OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
| of State, transmitting a statement of expenditures of contingent fund 
of Department of State for foreign intercourse, &c.; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Expenditures in the State Department. 


CLAIMS FOR INDIAN DEPREDATIONS., 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, relating to the claims for Indian depredations 
by John Richard and others. 

The SPEAKER. If there be 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. 
Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has been advised that this has usually 
gone to the Committee of Claims. But if the gentleman desires to 
refer it to the Committee on Indian Affairs the Chair will entertain 
that motion. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I move torefer the communication to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The question was taken; and Mr. THROCKMORTON’s motion was 
agreed to. 


FEES OF 


no objection this will be referred to 


I think it should go to the Committee on 





DIPLOMATI¢ 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of State, transmitting statement of fees collected and reported 
by variousdiplomatic and consular ofiicers of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


AND CONSULAR OFFICERS, 


QOEORGE A. 
The SPEAKER also laid bef 


ARMES. 
re the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, ao Adjutant-General’s report on House bill 
No. 1642 in the case of George A. Armes; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
DEFICIENCIFS IN ARMY 
The SPEAKER also laid betore the House a letter from the Seere- 
tary of War, transmitting communications from the Paymaster and 
Surgeon and Quartermaster Generals, forwarding estimates of deti- 
ciencies in the appropriation for the Army; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


SECTION 1270 OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of War, transmitting a recommendation that section 1270 of the 
Revised Statutes be amended; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

SPEIDEN BUILDING. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of War, transmitting a recommendation that an appropriation 
be made for repairs on the Speiden building ; 
the Committee an Appropriations. 

CONTINGENT LAND OFFICE, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting a communication from the Com 
missioner of the General Land Ofiice relative to deticiency in the 
appropriation for contingent expenses of that office; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


which was referred to 


EXPENSES OF 


CLERKS IN WAR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of War, transmitting a list of clerks‘in the War Department ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

MILITARY IN COUNTY, TEXAS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, relative to a donation of two hundred acres in Kinney 
County, Texas, as a site for a military post; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


POST KINNEY 


ASSISTANT SURGEON W. J. WILSON, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in relation to a decoration conferred on Assistant-Sur- 
geon William J. Wilson, of the United States Army; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| LAND-GRANT RAILROADS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


! tary of War, relative to the decision of the Supreme Court in the 
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matter of land-grant railroads; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 
MISSISSIPPI, MISSOURI, AND ARKANSAS RIVERS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- | 


tary of War, transmitting the report of the Chief of Engineers on a 

necessity for an improvement of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Ark- 

ansas Rivers; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
MILITARY ROADS IN ARIZONA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting a report on certain military roads in the 
Territory of Arizona; which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

ORDER TO PRINT. 

Mr. HOOKER. I move that the various Executive communica- 
tions which have just been laid before the House, and many of which 
are quite important, be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CONTESTED ELECTION—FROST VS. METCALFE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House notice of contest in the 
contested election case, Frost vs. Metcalfe, third district of Missouri; 
which was referred to the Committee of Elections. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendment the bill 
(H.R. No, 153 t mel , 
the accounts of the attorney of the United States for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

PORT OF ENTRY AND DELIVERY AT WEST POINT, VIRGINIA. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 3 

Mr. DOUGLAS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2114) to establish a port of entry and delivery at West Point, 
Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. CuMMINGS, from December 15 until January 14; 

To Mr. Smirn, of Georgia, for the rest of this week, on account of 
illness ; 

To Mr. PAGE, one week, on account of important business; and 

To Mr. GARDNER, indefinitely, on account of important business, 

Several members called for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from New York that the House do now adjourn. 


The question was taken, and the motion was agreed to; and accord- | 


ingly (at four o’clock and ten minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, for the 
issue of a note which shail be a legal-tender for the payment of all 
debts owed by the United States or any citizen thereof, and for a law 
forbidding the issue of any other paper currency—to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the memorials of Hance Brothers & White, manufacturers of 
chemicals, employing thirty-five workmen; of Harrison Havemeyer & 
Co., manufacturers of sugar, employing fifteen hundred workmen ; 
of Morris, Tasker & Co., and other manufacturers of iron, employ- 
ing sixty-eight hundred workmen; of W. W. Sipper & Co., manu- 
facturers of silks, employing one thousand workmen ; of Thomas B. 
Watson, treasurer of the New Jersey Chemical Company, manufac- 
turers of chemicals, employing seventy-three workmen, all of Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, that Congress will take no action concerning 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and the 
nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical busi- 
ness men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. AIKEN: The petition of citizens of South Carolina, for the 
establishment of a naval station at Port Royal, South Carolina—to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Henry Beekman, for additional 
compensation for services as an officer in the United States Army— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BELL: The petition of Wilkie McHan, for the relief of the 
executors of the estate of Solomon Taylor, deceased—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

Also, a paper relating to the claim of Wesley Jones for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of James A. Green, agent of the State of Georgia, 
that certain money expended by said State for the common cause of 
Independence be refunded by the United States—to the Committee 
of Claims. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: The petition of Join G. Coney, late engineer 


| one hundred and twenty-five workmen; of Johnstown Manufac 


of the steamer Diana, of the Mississippi Marine Brigade 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BLAND: Papers relating to the claim of Charles | 4) 
for a pension—to the same committee. ia, 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Moody Currier and twenty. 
other citizens of Manchester, New Hampshire, for the repeal - 
bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Also, the memorial of W. P. Olrendam, manufacturer of hosio, 
Manchester, New Hampshire, employing two hundred and fifty y 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of t. 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official ing 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of on h tari# 
legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would jessy. 
mote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee of \\ 
and Means. 

By Mr. CAIN: Papers relating to the claim of Milton B. p 
late United States marshal for the Territory of Arizona—to the (, 


’ for a pen. 


¢ 


OT t 


| mittee of Claims. 


By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of John M, E\jo 
and other citizens of Kentucky, that the claim of said Elder for com. 
pensation for cotton seized by United States officials be paid 


| Committee on War Claims. 


By Mr. CAMPBELL: The memorials of Lowry Eichelberye; & 
Sons, manufacturers of iron at Hopewell, Pennsylvania, e: 


mploy 


ing Company, and other manufacturers of iron at Johnstown, Penn 


: | sylvania, employing thirty-three hundred workmen; of Blair [py 
) to provide for the settlement and adjustment of | sylvania, employing : eh dred workmen ; of Blair Ir 


and Coal Company, manufacturers of iron at Hollidaysburgh, Popp. 
sylvania, employing five hundred workmen, that Congress wil] ty}, 
no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it sha 
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries 
of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as iy th 
opinion of practical business men would best promote the restoration 
of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The memorial of H. A. Philp & Co., 1a 
ufacturers of paper at Brooklyn, New York, employing seventy-tiy: 
workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLAFLIN: The memorials of J. M. Daniels & Son, many. 
facturers of cotton and woolens, and of Wicks Manufacturing Con. 
pany, manufacturers of worsteds, both of Worcester, Massaclusett 
the former employing forty-five and the latter one hundre: 
twenty-five workmen; of Lee, Carter & Co., manufacturers of hosien 


| at Highlandville, Massachusetts, employing thirty-seven workmen 


of James Phillips, jr., manufacturer of worsteds at Fitchburgh, Massa 


| chusetts, employing one hundred and thirty-five workmen, that Co 


gress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties unt 
after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the gountry and the nature of such tariff legislat 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promot 
restoration of general prosperity —to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Ellen H. Horsford, for a renewal of a pateut 
on apreparation of pulverulent phosphoric acid—to the Committee 
on Patents. 

By Mr. COBB: Papers relating to the claim of Samuel C. Risley— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CONGER: The memorial of Piper & Thompson, manafa- 
turers of lumber at Lapeer, Michigan, employing sixty worker 
that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tarit 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry th 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of sucl 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Comuitte 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The memorial of American Print Works Company, 
manufacturers of prints at Fall River, Massachusetts, employit 
nine hundred workmen, of similar import—to the same committee 

Also, the petition of Abiel Codding, for a pension—to the Comiuit 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAVENS: Papers relating to the claim of Harmo 
Mickel—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The memorials of Thomas N. Dale and other 
manufacturers of silk, &c., at Paterson, New Jersey, employing sist) 
seven hundred workmen, and of Ivanhoe Manufacturing Com 
manufacturers of paper at Paterson, New Jersey, employing one li! 
dred and forty workmen, that Congress will take no action concer 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country an¢ | 
nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical ! 
ness men would best promote the restoration of general prosper! 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DANFORD: The memorial of tna Iron and Nail Comps 
manufacturers of iron at Bridgeport, Ohio, employing two huncre 
and twenty-five workmen, of similar import—to the same comm! tee. 

By Mr. DARRALL: The petitions of José Vacarissas, a ¢itizen 
Spain, resident in Louisiana; of August Hohensee, James G. Park 
son, and Mrs. Jane E. Ralston, for compensation for property Wkc’, 
used, and destroyed by the United States Army—to the Committee 0? 
War Claims. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: The petition of citizens of Florida, for an 4p- 
propriation for the building of a United States court-house and post 
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office in Tallahassec Florida—to the Committee on the Post-Office | lumber at Le Roy, Michigan, and of Morgan Iron Company, manufac- 
and Post-Roads. f , . } turers, of pig-iron, &c., at Morgan, Michigan, employing, the former 
By Mr. EAMES: The memorial of J. H. Campbell & Co., mann- |} forty and the latter six hundred workmen, that Congress will take 
facturers of wool, at Providence, Rhode Island, employing two hun- | ho action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall 
dred and seventy-five workmen, that Congress will take no action | have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the indus- 
concerning a revision of tarifi duties until after it shall have ascer- | tries of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the 
tained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the | opinion of practical business men would best promote the restoration 

eountry and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of | of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
prac tical business men would best promote the restoration of general By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The memorials of Brown & Lockhart, 
manufacturers of paper at Angelica, New York, and of Elmira [ron 


writy—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
By Mr. ERRETT: The memorials of Pittsburgh Steel Casting | and Steel Rolling-Mull Company, manufacturers of iron and steel, 
at Elmira, New York, employing, the former twenty-six and the latter 


Company, employing a number of rvorkmen; of Hiller, Metcalf & 
Parkin, employing two hundred and ity workmen ; of Park, Brother three hundred and fifty workmen, of similar import—to the same com- 
& Co., and other manufacturers, efaploying twenty-five hundred | mittee. 

workmen; all manufacturers of steck in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; | By Mr. HUNTON: Memorial of the board of supervisors of Alex- 
also of Allegheny Car and Transport 4tion Company, and others, man- | andria, Virginia, asking to be compensated for subsistence furnished 
ufacturers of iron, &c., employing o%e hundred workmen; of Shoen- | freedmen—to the Committee of Claims. 

berger & Co., employing three hundfed and fifty workmen; of Pitts- By Mr. JAMES: The memorial of C 
burgh Forge and [ron Company, enfploying two hundred and fifty 
workmen; of United States Iron an#l Tin-Plate Company, employing 
one hundred and sixty workmen ;,of J.S. Liggett, employing one 
hundred workmen; all manufacturyrs of ironin Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
yania, of similar import—to the sate committee. 

Also, the petition of 1,400 citizen# of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for 
a grant of public lands and aid in settling the same—to the Commit- 
tee en Public Lands. 

By Mr. EWING: The petition of Matthew Somers, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The memorial of the National Land Reform Asso- 
ciation, relative to the disposition of the public lands, the treatment 
of railroad employés, and the finances of the country—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of O. F. Bresa, that the legality of the 
seizure of certain property in Virginia by United States officials may 
be inquired into—to che Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of I’. 8. Richmond and other manufacturers of 
fancy goods at Livermore Falls, Maine, employing eighty-five work- 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariif 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and the nature of 
such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The memorials of Ashtabula Rolling-Mill 
Company and other manufacturers of iron at Ashtabula, Ohio, em- 
ploying forty workmen; of Jesse Hall & Son, manufacturers of iron 
at Hubbard, Ohio, employing seventy workmen; of Falcon Iron and 
Nail Company, manufacturers of iron at Niles, Ohio, employing one 
hundred and fifty workmen; of Allen Hoyle, manufacturer of wool- 











. C, Whittlesey and other man- 
ufacturers of woolens, paper, &c., at Malone, New York, employing 
about two hundred workmen, that no action be taken concerning 
a revision of the tariff until the subject is thoroughly investigated— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. JONES, of Alabama: A paper relating to the establish- 
ment of a post-route from Martin’s Station, Dallas County, via Athens, 
McKinley,and Shiloh, to Hoboken, in Marengo County, Alabama—to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The memorials of Wolfenden, Shaw & Co., 
manufacturers of cotton and wool, employing two hundred and seven 
workmen ; of James and John Hunter, manufacturers of prints, em- 
ploying two hundred workmen; and of W. W. Harding and other 
manufacturers of paper, &c., in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employ- 
ing a large number of workmen, that Congress will take no action 
concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall have as- 
certained by an oflicial inquiry the condition of the industries of the 
country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of 
practical business men would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The memorials of Horace A. Peaselee, manu- 
facturer of paperat Wolden Bridge, New York, employing thirty-eight 
workmen ; of N. Gridley & Son, manufacturers of iron at Wassaic, 
New York, employing one hundred and fifty workmen, and of W. A. 
Harder, jr., manufacturer of knit goods, at Mellinville, New York, em- 
ploying fifty workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Michael Nash—to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of John A. Whitall for indemnity 
for paymasters’ vouchers stolen--to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. KIMMEL: Papers relating to the bill providing for a 
recomputation of accounts between the United States and the city 
ens at Newton Falls, Trumbull County, Ohio, employing five work- | of Baltimore, relative to amounts expended by said city for the 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff | United States in the war of 1812—to the Committee on Revolutionary 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the | Pensions. 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such tarilf Also, the petition of Oliver Wood, for compensation for services 
legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would best | rendered the Government while a special agent for the Post-Oflice 
promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the same commit- | Department—to the Committee of Claims. 
tee. By Mr. LANDERS: The memorials of H. E. Rogers, manufacturer 

By Mr.GUNTER: Papers relating to the claims of James Whis- of paper at South Manchester, Connecticut, and of A. L. Clark, 
head, William Madden, W. H. Wiggins, and William Redus for com- | manufacturer of knit goods at Manchester, Connecticut, the former 


a  G 


pensation for damages received on account of Indian depredations— | employing one hundred and twenty, and the latter fifty workmen, 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff du- 
By Mr. HALE: The petition of Henry Spaulding and J. F. Mer- | ties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
rill, for additional interest to the amount of 2 per cent. upon the | condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such tariff 
judgment of the court in the disposition of the Geneva award—to the | legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would best pro- 
Committee on the Judiciary. mote the restora.ion of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways 
By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Resolutions of the Hudson County (New | and Means. ; ; 
Jersey) District Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, By Mr. LAPHAM: The memorials of the Ontario Iron Company, 
favoring the passage of Senate bill No. 84—to the Committee on Agri- | of Rochester, New York, and of John M. West, at Gibsonville, New 
culture, York, the former employing one hundred and the latter seven work- 
By Mr. HARTZELL: The petition of M. B. Harrell and 22 others, | men, of similar import—to the same committee. 
citizens of Cairo, MMinois, for an amendment to the Constitution pro- 


ere met nt é ) By Mr. LIGON: The memorial of Theo. Nunn, manufacturer of 
dibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citizens | cotton at Autangaville, Alabama, employing seventy-five workmen, 
on account of sex—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


; . 8OX— of similar import—to the same committee. 

| By Mr. HENDEE: The petition of Edgar H. Bates, to be reim- By Mr. LINDSEY: The memorial of N. Totman & Sons, of Fair- 

ursed the amount expended by him in the burial of his son, killed | field, Maine, employing thirty workmen, of similar import—to the 

* the time of the demolition of the Northern Liberty Market, in | same committee. — 

W ashington—to the Committee for the District of Columbia. By Mr. LOCKWOOD: The memorials of 8. C. Woodruff and other 
By Mr. HENDERSON : The petition of Messrs. Dedrick & Laurence | manufacturers of paper at Niagara Falls, New York, employing ninety 

aud other grocers of Geneseo, Illinois, for a rate of duty on sugar, &c., | workman, and of ‘I’. H. Goodyear, manufacturer at Buffalo, New York, 


oe ee grades, without regard to color—to the Committee of | employing one hundred workmen, of similar import—to the same 
ays and Means. } 


. aaaenrer an ey committee. 
By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of John B. Hays, for compensation By Mr. MARSH: The petition of B. Mendenhall, of Illinois, for 
War Chany taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on compensation for services and expenses in tracing up certain frauds 
: aims. 


By M niin sis 5 : upon the postal service—to the Committee of Claims. 
a = r. HUBBELL : The petition of Michael Finn and 101 others, By Mr. MCKINLEY: The memorials of Bolton, Myers & Company, 
“on Michigan, for the establishment of a district court to be | manufacturers of steel at Canton, Ohio, employing one hundred and 
ad the : 


Judiciary northern district of Michigan—to the Committee on the fifty workmen ; of A. Howellsand James Lee, manufacturers of iron at 


fies, eau ras > nee mS Massilon, Ohio, employing, when running, seventy-five workmen; of 
import—to th ition of 30 citizens of Spurr Mine, Michigan, of similar Struthers Furnace Company, manufacturers of iron at Struthers Sta- 
Also © same committee. tion, Ohio, employing one hundred workmen, and of Andrews Broth 

» the memorials of Kellogg, Sawyer & Co., manufacturers of | ers and other manufacturers of iron at Youngstown, Ohio, employing 
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over two hundred workmen, that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practi- 
cal business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Lewis Ochuer, fora pension—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions 

Also, the petition 0: 
to the sane 

By Mr. MONROE: The memorial of 5. Matherson, manufacturer of 
irou at Akron, Ohio, « mploying one hundred and fifty workmen, that 
Congress will 
until after it shall have asce 
the industries of the country and 
the opinion OL prac tical 
promote the restoration of general prosperity 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of Joseph F. Berry, surety for J. 
M. Wilkes, late postmaster at Hall, Missouri, for reliei—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of the city of Boston, Massachu- 
setts, for the payment of taxes and betterments upon land taken by 
the United States for the post-office and sub-treasury building—to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. NEAL: The memorials of Lawrence lron Works Company, 
eruploying two hundred workmen, and of William D. Kelley & Sons, 
manufacturers of iron, at Ironton, Ohio, employing fifty workmen, 
that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff du- 
ties until after it shall have ascertained by an oflicial inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of sach 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. OLIVER: The petition of J. C. Mitchell and &2 other citi- 
zens of lowa, protesting against a reduction of the tariff on flaxseed 
and linseed oil—to the same committee. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of Will- 
iam J. Pollock, late collector of internal revenue of the second dis- 
trict Pennsylvania—to the same committee. 

By Mr. QUINN: Papers relating to the claim of John Abren for 
compensation for supplies furnished the United States Army—to the 
Commitee on War Claims. 

Also, the memorials of W. H. Calder, manufacturer at South West- 
erlo, New York, and Aniline and Chemical Works Company, manu- 
facturers of chemicals at Albany, New York, that Congress will take 
no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall 


the widow of Thomas Howell, for a pension 
committee 


take no action concerning a revision of tarifi duties 
oflicial in jury the condi- 
the nature of such tarifi 
business men would 


io the Committee of 


rtained by an 
tion ol 


] , , , 
legislation as in 


best 


have ascertained by an oflicial inquiry the condition of the industries | 


of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the 


opinion of practical business men would best promote the restora- | 


tion of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. REED: The memorials of William Hill, president, and 
other manufacturers of wool, &c., at North Berwick, Maine, employ- 
ing one hundred and twenty-four workmen; of Bowdoin Mauufac- 
turing Company, manufacturers of paper, at Brunswick, Maine, 
employing seventy-five workmen; of C. F, Clark, manufacturer of 
lumber, at Hollis Centre, Maine, employing twenty-five workmen, 
and of Mousam River Mills Company and other manufacturers of 
blankets and robes, at Sanford, Maine, employing one hundred and 
sixty-five workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REILLY: The memorial of Gartley & Fox, manufacturers 


similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Bridget Smith, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of Dr. Mary E. Walker, for an 
increase of her pension—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A paper from citizens of North Carolina and 
Virginia, appealing to Congress in behalf of the family of the late 


Captain Guthrie and those of his comrades who recently perished in | 


attempting to rescue the crew of the wrecked sloop of war Huron— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. SAYLER: Memorials of Hartman, Laist & Co., manufac- | 


turers of chemicals, and of the Globe Rolling Mill Company, and other 
manufacturers of Cincinnati, employing five hundred and seventy- 
live workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a revis- 


ion of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an offi- | 


cial inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and the 
nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business 
men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: The petition of Anson Mills, for the pay- 
ment of rent for Fort Quitman, Texas, occupied by United States 
soldiers—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SLEMONS: The petition of W. J. Blackburn, for pay as a 
Representative in the Fortieth Congress from the State of Louisiana— 
to the Committee of Elections. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The memorials of Benson & Cat- 
trell, manufacturers of iron, at Columbia, Pennsylvania, employing 
ove hundred and thirty workmen ; of W. H. Roberts and other man- 
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ufacturers of iron, at Laneaster, Pennsylvania, employing six hu 

dred workmen, and of Becker & Reinhold, mauufactarers of aaron 
Chickies, Pennsylvania, employing sixty-five workmen, that meas 
be taken concerning a revision of the tariff until the subject is th ; 
oughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. — — 

Also, the petition of Martin Buell, that Frederick Johnsoy | 
granted a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. =: 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Resolutions of the Illinois State Board » 
riculture, favoring the formation of a bureau of agriculture 
national capital—to the Committee on Agriculture, 

Also, the memorials of Springtield lron Company, at Spriy fe 
Illinwis, employing six hundred workmen, that Congress w ill lake 
action concerning a revision of tavilt duties until after it shail hav, 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries o 
the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the oy 
of practical business men would best promote the restoration of 
eral prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

by Mr. STEELE: ‘The memorials of A. M. Powell and other ma 
ufacturers of cotton and iron at Catawba, North Carolina. « uiploying 
ove hundred and fifty workmen; of A. M. Powell, manufacturer. 
cotton, lime, and iron, at Catawba, North Carolina, employ; 
hundred workmen; of William Williams, manufacturer of tn) 
Newton, North Carolina, employing tweuty workmen, of siimila; 
port—to the same commiutitee. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route fro 
Lourinburgh to MeLean’s Bridge, North Carolina—to the Committes 
on the Post-Ottice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. STENGER: The memorials of Duncannon Iron Company 
of Duncannon, Pennsylvania, employing two hundred workmen, and 
of other manufacturers of iron at Duncannon and Bloomsburgh, Penp- 
sylvania, employing seven hundred and tifty workmen; of J. B. Sei. 
del & Sons, manufacturers of iron at Maysville, Pennsylvania, 
employing fifty workmen, that Congress will take no action concen 


f Ay 
AL the 


| ing a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 


by an oflicial inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 


| and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practica 


business men would best promote the restoration of general prosper- 


| ity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. THOMPSON: Memorials of Crowther Lron Company, of 


| New Castle, Pennsylvania, employing sixty workmen ; of Stewart Lron 


Company, employing eighty-tive workmen ; of Etna Iron Company, 
employing four hundred workmen, that Congress will take no action 
concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascer- 
tained by an ofticial inquiry the condition of the industries of the 


| country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of 


practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen 
eral prosperity —to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: The petition of W. W. Mills, late co 
lector of customs at El Paso del Norte, for relief—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York : The memorials of Root Maun- 
facturing Company, manufacturers of knit goods at Cohoes, New 


| York, employing three hundred workmen; of Troy Hosiery Manufact 


uring Company, employing one hundred and seventy-tive workmen; 
of Orr & Co. and other manufacturers of Troy, New York, employing 
one huvdred and seventy-five workmen, that Congress will take no 


| action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 


ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion 


, of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen 


: ; | eral prosperity—to the Commuttee of Ways and Means. 
of iron at Minersville, Pennsylvania, employing twelve workmen, of | 


By Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois: The petition of Robert Byers & 
Co., millers, for the cancellation of reissued patent 5°41 and for a 
revision of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. TURNEY: The memorials of Dunbar Furnace Company 
manufacturers of iron, employing four hundred workmen ; of Ewing, 


| Hanna & Co., manufacturers of iron and coke at Uniontown, Penn 
| sylvania, employing three hundred and fifty workmen ; and of Cham- 


bers & Sons, manutacturers of wovolens at Pleasant Unity, Peunsy!- 
vania, employing twenty-five workmen, that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall 
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the indus- 
tries of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as 10 
the opinion of practical business men would best promote the res 
toration of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means 

Also, the petition of D. P. Lindsay and other citizens of Cokeville, 
Pennsylvania, for legislation in the interest of labor and to ator 


| relief to indigent colonizers on public lands—to the Committee 00 


Education and Labor. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of J. N. Thom, for a post-route from 
Mili Spring, North Carolina, to Goftney’s Station, South Carolina—\ 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WALSH: The memorial of J. B. Kunkle, manufacturer © 
iron at Catoctin Furnace, Maryland, employing one hundred —_ 
men, that Congress take no action concerning the tariff laws unt 
the question is thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. WARNER: The memorial of Thomas R. Lees, manufacture? 
of carpets, &c., at Westport, Connecticut, employing forty workmet, 
of similar import—to the same committee. 
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sy Mr. WATSON: The petition of J. J. Odell, a pay clerk in the 
United States Navy. to be retired—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
‘Also, the petition of Sarah Houston, for a pension—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. z , ce 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware : The memorials of Seidel & Hast- 
ings, manufacturers of iron, and of the Diamond State Iron Company, 
at Wilmington, Delaware, the former employing eighty-two and the 
1 itter three hundred workmen ; of J. Marshall, manufact urer of sheet- 
iron at Newport Delaware, employing seventy-five workmen; and of 
Fran is Bacon, manufacturer of cotton and wool at Henry Clay, 
Delaware, employing forty workmen, of similar import—to the same 

omuiuttee. 
; By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of Robert C. Buch- 
wan, colonel on the retired list of the United States Army, that he 
he retired with the rank of a major-general—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. A . 

~ By Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York: The memorials of Au Sable 
Horse-Nail Company and other manufacturers of horse-shoe nails at 
Keeseville, New York, employing two hundred and twenty-five work- 
men, that no action be taken concerning a revision of the tariff until 
the subject is thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
ane Means. 
. Bt Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petition of C. H. Woodward 
and others, concerning the military, commercial, and mining interests 
of the Territory of Alaska—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Rufus H. Moss, for a pension—to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of A. L. Shotwell, for 
relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of J. A. Briggs, executor of 
Charles M. Briggs, deceased—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WOOD: The memorials of F. Gruinder & Co., manufact- 
urers of dress-trimmings, employing seventy-five workmen; of Shel- 
don & Co., publishers; of Charles Cooper & Co., manufacturers of 
chemicals, employing thirty workmen; of H. E. Dillingham, mann- 
facturer of knit goods, employing one hundred workmen ; of Dodge & 
Olcott and other manufacturers of chemicals,employing one hundred 
and thirty-five workmen ; ofS. Pick, manufacturer of dresstrimmings, 
employing seventy-five workmen ; of L. Steinhardt, manufacturer of 
silk, employing five hundred workmen; of Manhattan Iron Company, 
and other manufacturers of iron, employing one hundred and sixty- 
five workmen; of Passaic Chemical Company, employing fifteen 
workmen; of Daniel H. Gray, manufacturer of sulphur, employing 
fifteen workmen ; of Reitmayer & Dusenberry, employing three hun- 
dred and fifty workmen, that no action be taken concerning a re- 
vision of tariff duties until the subject is thoroughly investigated— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of 703 citizens cf the twelfth con- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania, for Government aid in settle- 
ments upon the public domain—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Abram G. Hoyt for reimburse- 
ment of amount stolen from him while United States depositary at 
Santa Fé, New Mexico, by a clerk—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. YEATES: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route in Pitt County, North Carolina—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claim of Hugh Davis, of 
Fayette County, Tennessee—to the Committee on War Claims. 
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the commissioners appointed under the act of Congress approved 
July 19, 1876, authorizing the repaving of that part of Pennsylvania 
avenue lying between the Treasury Department and the Capitol 
grounds; which was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 











PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I present ten petitions, signed by 
avery large number of citizens of the State of New York, resident 
in many counties of that State, men and women, asking for an amend 
ment to the Constitution prohibiting the several States from disfran 
chising citizens of the United States on account of sex. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petitions will be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish to say, if the Chair will indulge me a 
moment, as I have not mentioned the names or given the numbers 
of these petitioners, that thcir character as far as they are known to 
me and the multitude of those who sign these petitions entitle them 
to grave consideration. I suggest that the reference should be tothe 
Committee on the Judiciary, as that committee has heretofore had 
charge of this subject. 

Mr. SARGENT. If my friend will allow me, I should like to sug 
gest to him that this matter has been sent already at this session and 
at the last to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, and I aim 
informed that that committee have assigned to certain ladies who 
wish to be heard a day upon which to hear them. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then undoubtedly that should be the reference. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair stated that that reference of 
the petitions would be made. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Chair did, and I was under misapprehen 
sion owing to the fact that these petitions had formerly gone to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petitions will be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present nineteen memorials, and I will state in 
the beginning from whom they come, from citizens engaged in a 
variety of industrial enterprises and employing a number of persons, 
in Troy, in the city of New York, in Sanquoit, Oswego Falls, Amster- 
dam, Malone, South Waterloo, Niagara Falls, Gibsonville, Keeseville, 
Angelica, Walden Bridge, Buffalo, and other places in the State of 
New York. The memorialists employ four thousand and ninety-seven 
men, and they pray that Congress will take no action concerning a 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of such tariff legislation is in the opinion of practi- 
cal business men well and will promote the restoration of general 
prosperity. I move that these memorials go to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present. also the petition of James C. Jewett, 
of Brooklyn, New York, praying that he may be allowed from the 
Geneva award the amount of losses sustained by him by the acts of 
the Alabama and other confederate cruisers. I move its reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also the petition of the Friends of 
Temperance of New York City, signed by the officers of the Temp- 
erance Union and others, asking for a commission to inquire touch- 
ing the alcoholic liquor trafiic. 1 move its reference to the Committee 
: on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. RANDOLPH. I present the petition of the Grand Lodge, Inde 





IN SENATE pendent Order of Good Templars of New Jersey, representing nearly 
F five thousand members, praying for a commission of inquiry similar 
TUESDAY, December 11, 1877. to that spoken of in the petition just presented by the Senator from 


New York. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 
Grorce R. DEeNNIs, a Senator from the State of Maryland, and La The motion was agreed to. 
Fayette GROVER, a Senator from the State of Oregon, appeared in Mr. RANDOLPH. 
their seats to-day. Steel-Pen Company and of manufacturers of paper, &c., of Camden, 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. New Jersey, employing about five hundred workmen; the petition 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. of H. F. West and others, manufacturers of iron, prints, &e., of 
STECTITTVE © a i Gloucester City, New Jersey, employing twelve hundred workmen ; 
j meneeinngtipinendmenen the petition of Samuel Temple Ben: of Mount Holly, New Jersey, 
_The VICE-PRESIDENT laid beiore the Senate a letter from the | employing two hundred workmen ; the petition of Wood & Haslom 
Secretary of State, transmitting, in compliance with the requirements | and other manufacturers of Camden, New Jersey, employing one 
of section 208 of the Revised Statutes, a statement of the names of | hundred and seventy-five workmen; the petition of the Eastlake 
| 
' 


I present also the petition of the Esterbrook 


the consular officers, not citizens of the United States, to whom sal- | Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of woolens, of Bridgeton, 
aries have been paid during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876; | New Jersey, employing one hundred workmen; the petition of C. 
Which was otdered to lie on the table and be printed. Chaffinjon, manufacturerof silk, of Jersey City Heights, New Jersey, 

_He also laid before the Senate a message from the President of the | employing three hundred workmen ; the petition of Joseph Wharto 
United States, transmitting a copy of the report of a commission | manuiacturer of nickel, &c., of Philadelphia, whose works are 
appointed by him on the 27th of September, 1877, to examine the | Camden, New Jersey, employing one hundred and twenty workmen 
several public buildings in Washington City and determine the nature | praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision ot 
and extent of their security against conflagration, and the measures | tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
to be taken to guard the buildings and their contents from destruc- | the condition of the industries of the country and that the nature ot 
tion and damage by fire ; which, on motion of Mr. Dawes, was re- | such tariff legislation 1s in the opinion of practical business men 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and or- | such as would best promote the restoration of general prosperity. I 
dered to be printed. move the reference of these petitions to the Committee on Finance. 

He also laid before the Senate a message from the President of the | The motion was agreed to. 

hited States, transmitting an additional report addressed to him by Mr. KERNAN. I present the petition of Amelia Barnet, M. D., of 
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the city of New York, praying for the removal of her political dis- |] tucky, signed by the officers, representing 25,399 members, prayiyy ; 
ibilities, and that she may be invested with fall power to exercise | a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trate: yw), 
her right of self-government at the ballot-box, all State constitutions | was referred to the Committee on Finance. ; 
tatute-laws to the contrary notwithstanding. I move the refer- Mr. VOORHEES. I present the petition of Daniel ©, To. 
this petition to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. | William H. Fort, and many others, citizens of Charlottes, ille, Ing 
on was agreed to. praying for the appointment of a commission of inguiry co, 
‘NAN. I present four petitions, one from John K. Bancroft, the alcoholic liquor traffic. As itis brief I ask the Secret ry 
i. Orcutt, Mary H. Henry, and others, citizens of Steuben | it. 
ork: one from from 8. B. Nichols and others, of Kings The petition was read, and referred to the Committee on Fina 
v York; one from Josephine Amerman and others, of New | as follows: 
nd one from Cashman H. W. Seymour and others, of 
nty, New York, praying for an amendment to the Con- 


the United States prohibiting the several States from dis- To the United States Senate and House of Representatives : 
i i i ota s , ~ « « 
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PETITION OF NATIONAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. 


‘ 
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United States citizens on account of sex. I move the Your petitioners, citizens of the United States, respectfully ask that yo 
{ 


provide, by appropriate legislation, for the appointment by the President o: 
United States, of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traf Y 
1OnS. relations to public revenne and taxation, to crime, pauperism, the public je 

Phe motion was agreed to. morals, education and the general welfare of the people ; and also, the resy|:. 

Mr. KERNAN. 1 present the petition of the Templars of Honor and meena, Seeeiee vs oe Oe ene the several States and in the |), 
Temperance of the State of New York, representing twenty-eight sub- ea 2 ae - 
ordinate temples with nine hundred members, officially signed; also Mr. MCDONALD. I havea like petition to that just presented 
the petition of the State Temperance Society of New York, praying | my colleague, from the Grand Lodge of Good Templars, of Indiay. 
for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic. 1] apolis, signed by the officers of that lodge. I move its reference ; 
move the reference of these petitions to the Committee on Finance. | the Committee on Finance. 

Phe motion was agreed to, The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHYTE. Iam asked to contribute to this deluge of female Mr. RANDOLPH presented the petition of the Grand Lodge oj 
petitions by presenting the petition of Rachael A. Hicks, James H. | Good Templars of New Jersey, signed by the officers, representing 
Johnson, and others, of Still Pond, Kent County, Maryland, praying | five thousand members, praying for a commission of inquiry concer. 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit- | ing the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which was referred to the Commit: 
ing the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on | on Finance. 
account of sex. I move its reference to the Committee on Privileges Mr. ROLLINS presented the petition of Caroline F. Barr, Laura |, 
and Elections. Barr, E. A. Barrett, William A. Preston, and others, citizens of Hij\s. 

The motion was agreed to. bocough County, New Hampshire, praying for an amendment to tly 

Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of the Sons ;} Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States fro 
of Temperance of the District of Columbia, signed by the officers, | disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was 
praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor | referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
tratlic ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. Mr. ROLLINS. I present the petition of Richard Fath, many 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of the Temple of Honor of Texas, | facturer of Tilton, New Hampshire, employing thirty workmen ; ti 
signed by the oflicers, praying for a commission of inquiry concerning | petition of theGreat Falls Woolen Company, manufacturers of woolen 
the aleoholic liquor tratlic ; which was referred to the Committee on | 0! Great Falls, New Hampshire, employing one hundred workine 
Finance. and the petition of the Granite Mills Company, manufacturers of 

Mr. McPHERSON. I present the petition of the Ivanhoe Manu- | woolen, of Tilton, New Hampshire, employing sixty workmen, pray- 
facturing Company, manufacturers of paper, of Paterson, New Jersey, | ing that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tar 
employing one hundred and forty workmen; the petition of Wright | duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry tl: 
Smith and other manufacturers of silk, of Paterson, employing fifty | condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of such 
workmen; the petition of Giametti & Co., and other manufacturers | tariff legislation in the opinion of practical business men is such as 

silk, of Paterson, employing sixty-five workmen; the petition of |] would best promote the restoration of general prosperity. I mov: 
Rt. Edwards, manufacturer of silk, of Paterson, employing sixty- | the reference of these petitions to the Committee on Finance. 
the petition of Thomas N. Dale and other manufact- rhe motion was agreed to. 
, of Paterson, employing sixty-seven hundred workmen; Mr. TELLER. I present the petition of George P. Matthews, Mr 
f S. M. Myenberg, manufacturer of silk, of Paterson, | Julia Martin, M. E. Laskey, Mrs. Mary A. Spencer, and others, cit 

t vo hundred and tifty workmen; the petition of J. HI. | zens of El Paso County, Colorado; and the petition of Edw. Rund 
Booth & Co., manufacturers of silk, of Paterson, employing seventy | Mrs. M. M. Hawkey, George and Mrs. L. L. Rice, and others, citizer 
workmen ; ‘tition of John D. Cutter & Co., manufacturers of | of Albert County, Colorado, praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
silk, of Newark, employing three hundred and forty workmen, pray- | tution of the United States prohibiting the several States from dis 
ing that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff | franchising United States citizens on account of sex. I mov 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the | reference of these petitions to the Committee on Privileges and E 

dition of the industries of the country and that the nature of such | tions. 
tariff legislation is in the opinion of practical business men such as The motion was agreed to. 
ould best promote the restoration of general prosperity. I move Mr. FERRY. I present the petition of A. G. Spaulding, of H 
he reference of these petitions to the Committee on Finance. dale County, Michigan; the petition of Eliza J. Christian, of M 

Fhe motion was agreed to. County, Michigan; the petition of Mrs. J. M. Copp, of Allegan ( 

Mr. HILL presented the petition of the Supreme Council of the | Michigan; and the petition of Mrs. 8. E. Freyburn, of Kalan 
Templars of Honor, signed by J. N. Stearns, most worthy templar, | County, Michigan, praying for an amendment to the Constiiu 
and Reuben C. Ball, most worthy recorder, representing twenty | the United States prohibiting the several States from disfra 
thousand members, praying for a commission of inquiry concerning | United States citizens on account of sex. I move the refere! 

iucoholic liquor tratlic; which was referred to the Committee on | these petitions to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
b imam The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORGAN. I present the petition of Theodore Nunn, manu- Mr. FERRY. I present the petition of Rust, Eaton & C 

turer of cotton, of Aulaugaville, Alabama, employing seventy-five | and others, manufacturers of lumber, of Saginaw, Michigan, « 

| nd the petition of M. N. Killebrew & Son, manufacturers, | ing over tive hundred and fifty workmen; the petition of the Mor 
of Newton, Alabama, praying that Congress will take no action con- | Iron Company and others, manufacturers of iron, of Morgan, } 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained | gan, employing twelve hundred workmen; the petition of 
by an oflicial inquiry the condition of the industries of the country | Johnston & Co., manufacturers of lumber, of Coral, Michigan, 
aud that the nature of such tariff legislation in the opinion of prac- ploying seventy-five workmen; the petition of Hileman, Ii 
tical business men is such as would best promote the restoration of | Company, manufacturers of lumber, of Trupan, Michig: 
general prosperity. I move their reference to the Committe on Fi- | ing one hundred workmen; the petition of J. W. Wells, manu! 
nance. of lumber, of Menominee, Michigan, employing forty-live wo 

Che motion was agreed to. the petition of the Bangor Furnace Company and others, ma 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of Ely Bradley, M. D., and | urers of iron and chemicals, of Bangor, Michigan, employing 
others, citizens of Monroe County, Alabama, praying for an appropri- | hundred and forty workmen; and the petition of W. L. Thomas 
ation by Congress for the improvement of the Mobile Bay ; which was | others, manufacturers, of Bangor, Michigan, praying that ‘ ong 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties uatu 

Mr. BECK. I have g petition similar to those presented by several | it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition o! 
Senators this morning, in relation to tariff duties, from D. Hillman | industries of the country and that the nature of such tarifl leg 
& Sons, monufacturers of iron, of Lyon County, Kentucky, employ- | tion in the opinion of practical business men is such as would 
ing five hundred workmen. I wish to say that I present it by re- | promote the restoration of general prosperity. I move the refere! 
quest, and that there are very many things in it which I do not ap- | of these petitions to the Committee on Finance. 
prove. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. The motion was agreed to, 

The motion was agreed to. Mr. FERRY presented the petition of the National Temperance 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of the Good Templars of Ken- | ciety, signed by Hon. William E. Dodge, president, and J. N. Steat’s 


hese petitions to the Committee on Privileges and LElec- 
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secretary, praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
holic liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Ipresent the petition of Ursula Nichols, Sarah J. 
Vondemon, T. A. Bunnell, S. H. Nichols, and others, citizens of Ash- 
Jand, Saunders County, Nebraska; also, the petition of Addie Davis, 
Lottie Bromhall, Jesse T. Davis, Charles Cross, and others, citizens 
of Blair, Washington County, Nebraska, praying for an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of Sex. I move 
their reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

7 he motion was agreed to. : ; ; 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. I presenta petition of citizens of Breedsville, | 
Van Buren County, Michigan, a petition of citizens of Ionia County, | 
Michigan, and a petition of citizens of Barry County, Orangeville, | 
and Lapeer County, Michigan, praying for female sutirage to the same 
purpose as those already presented. I move their reference to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I present a similar petition from 
citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and also one from citizens of Janes- | 
ville, Rock County, Wisconsin. I move their reference to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I present the petition of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Saint Albans, Vermont, signed by its officers, 
asking for a commission of inquiry concerning the liquor traftic. I 
move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 also present the petition of Lydia Putman, Mrs. | 
Parley Starr, John Eames, E. W. Harlow, and others, citizens of Brat- | 
tleborough, Windham County, Vermont, praying for an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex. Imove | 
its reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I also present a petition from manufacturers of | 


Ludlow, one from Lyndon, one from Hartford, one from Pawlet, and | 
one from Quechee, Vermont, employing a large number of workmen, 
praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of 
tarifi duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official in- 
quiry the condition of the industries of the country and that the 
nature of such tariff legislation in the opinion of practical business | 
men is such as would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity. I move their reference to the Committee on Finance. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I present a petition signed by Mrs. C. C. Kendall, 
Ellen Fowler, 8. B. Fowler, P. Gillis, and others, citizens of North 
Bend, Dodge County, Nebraska, praying for an umendment to the 
Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex. I move its | 
reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PADDOCK. IL also present a like petition of Mary J. Hewitt, 
Hiram Cornell, Franklin Shetland, and others, citizens of Alexandria, 
rhayer County, Nebraska. I move the same reference. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PADDOCK. [also present the petition of the Grand Temple | 
of Honor of the District of Columbia and Virginia, signed by the of- 
ficers thereof, asking for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
Eectone liquor traflic. I move its reference to the Committee on | 

inance, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I present the petition of Henrietta L. Monroe, a 
citizen of the United States, anda resident of the State of Ohio, county 
of Greene, town of Xenia, asking for relief from her political disabili- | 





hes, and praying that she may be invested with full power to exer- | 
cise her right of self-government at the ballot-box, all State consti- | 
tutions and statute laws to the contrary notwithstanding. I move | 
its reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
rhe motion was agreed to. 
Mr, MATTHEWS. L also present the petition of Mrs. A. W.Gleason, | 
William Wetmore, Hannah Chegan, and others, citizens of Ohio, | 
praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citi- | 
is on account of sex. I move its reference to the Committee on | 
Priv ileges and Elections. 
the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. I also present the petition of Richard Mott, 
Anna C. Mott, John J. Barker, Mrs. A. E. Macomber, and others, citi- 
zeus ot Toledo, Ohio, with a similar prayer. I move its reference to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.MATTHEWS, I present the petitions of John C, Kerr, # mann- | 
fa ture rot woolens, at Cadiz, Ohio; of Andrew Brothers, a manufact- 
we of Iron, &c., at Youngstown, Ohio, employing two hundred and 

Wenty-six workmen; of Bolton, Meyers & Co., manufacturers of 
ara Canton, Ohio, eraploying one hundred and fifty workmen ; 
of Ww 5 Houle, a manufacturer of woolens, at Newton Falls, Ohio; 
oe elley & Sons, manufacturer of iron, at Ironton, Ohio, em- | 
Ploying fifty workmen ; of Hartman, Laist & Co., manufacturers of | 


chemicals, at Cincinnati, Ohio, employing twenty-five workmen ; of 
the £tna Iron and Nail Company, manutacturers of iron, at Bridge- 
port, Ohio, employing two hundred and twenty-five workmen ; and 
of the Globe Rolling-Mill Company, manufacturers of iron, of Cincin- 


| nati, Ohio, employing five hundred and fifty workmen, all praying 


that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff du- 
ties until after it shall have ascertained by an oflicial inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of 
such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business 
men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity. I 
move their reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I also present the peticion of the Republican 
Temple of Honor, of Steubenville, Ohio, signed by the officers, 


| praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 


trattic. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I present the petition of Cornelia E. Atwater, 
Mary N. Klinefelter, O. P. Noyes, John W. Stebbing, and ethers, citi- 
zens of Saint Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota, praying for an amend- 
ment tothe Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex. 
I move its reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I also present a like petition from citizens of 
Sunrise City, Chicago County, Minnesota; a like petition from citi- 
wens of Reynolds, ‘Todd County, Minnesota; a like petition from 
citizens of North Branch, Chisago County, Minnesota; one from 
citizens of Detroit, Becker County, Minnesota; also one from citi- 
zens of Rochester, Olmsted County, Minnesota; and one from citizens 
of Rush City, Chisago County, Minnesota, all with a like prayer. I 
move their reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I also present the petition of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union of Iowa, signed by the oflicers, Mrs, V. 


| W. Moore, president, and Mrs. M. A. Hepburn, corresponding secre- 


tary, praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 


| liquor traffic. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPENCER presented a petition of Sarah J. Barnes, Anna M. 
White, W. A. Roberts, E. 8S. Tyler, and others, citizens of Fargo, Cass 
County, Dakota Territory, praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, prohibiting the several States from-dis- 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented a petition of 34 students of the Yale Divinity 
School, of New Haven, Connecticut, praying for a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trattic; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I hope-i shall not be considered rude this morn- 
ing in appearing to break the tlow of the gentle current of the Senate 
in behalf of woman suffrage ; but I venture to call the attention of 
the Senate to another subject forone moment. I present the petition 
of 361 basiness men of Chicago, Illinois, praying tor the repeal of the 
bankrupt law. This is considered by our people to be a matter of 
grave concern just at this time. The petition is largely signed by a 
very iniluential portion of our community, and I ask that it may 
reccive due notice. I move its reference to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I present the petition of J. B. Turner & Co., of 


Ewing, Illinois; also,the petition of B. S. Jennings, a manufacturer of 


woolen goods, of Sullivan, Illinois, and the memorial of Troup & Me- 


| Mullough, manufacturers at Kankakee, Illinois, praying that Congress 
| will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after 


it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the 
industries of the country and that the nature of such tariff legisla- 
tion is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity. I move their refer 
ence to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OGLESBY. And now, Mr. President, that I may properly re- 
establish the connection and place myself on safe ground with all 


| those constituents of mine to whom I am very nearly attached, and 


for whom I havethe highest regard, and whose wishes I hope may in 
some way or other be carried out, 1 present the petition of Mrs. H. 
H. Boies, Mrs. M. W. Sage, H. L. Boies, Rev. H. 8. Sage, LL. D., and 
others, citizens of Sycamore, DeKalb County, Illinois, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 


| of sex. I move its reference to the Committee on Privileges and 


Elections. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. OGLESBY. I present also the petition of Mrs. Hannah J. Cof- 


| fee, N. Jennie Wright, George McCandless, and others, males and 


females, citizens of Rural Rock, Rock Island County, Illinois; also, 
the petition of 8. Y. Keator, L. T. Wheelock, 8. W. Wheelock, Ada 
E. Schoonmaker, D. Young, and others, citizens of Moline, Rock 
Island County, Illinois, presenting the same prayer, and of like char- 
acter, I believe, with those just presented. These petitions are very 
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largely signed; several hundred names are attached to cach; and I | wick Company, manufacturers of iron, all from the State of Majp, 
; I move their reference to the Comm ae 


know enongh of the signers to say that they are of the very highest 


| relating to the tariff. 


respectability, and all the petitioners desire that the substance of the | 


petition may be carefully considered by this Congress and granted 
in the end. I move their reference to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. On the same subject as last presented by 
my colleague | Mr.OGLEsBy ] I present the petitions of certain citizens 
of A: hley, Washington County, Illinois; of Richland Grove, Mercer 
County ; of Rural Rock, Rock Island County, Illinois, and of Evanston, 
Illinois 
Elections. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. There has been a deluge of petitions here 
on the subject of the revision of the tariff. 
petition of the Springtield Iron Company, at Springfield, Illinois, em- 
ploying six hundred workmen ; of Waddell, Blozer & Co., manufact 
urers of woolens, at Gallipolis, Illinois, employing fifty workmen ; of 
G. H. & A. White, manufacturers of woolens, at Olney, Illinois, em 
ploying twenty-five workmen, and of Jesse Green & Sons, manufact- 
urers of woolens, employing fifteen workmen, concerning the revis- 
ion of the tariff which has been talked somuch about here. I move 
their reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented the petition of the Good Templars 
of Illinois, signed by the officers, asking fora commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which was referred to the Corm- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of the State Board of Agriculture 
of Illinois, praying that there be created a Department of Agricult- 
ure, with a Secretary who shall belong to the Cabinet of the Presi- 
dent; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented the petition of the Sons of Temper- 
ance of South Carolina, officially signed, asking for a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Annie E. Hunn, Ellen A. Crofut, 
Abbie M. Christensen, Alfred Williams, and others, citizens of Bean- 
fort, Beaufort County, South Carolina, praying for an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the memorial of C. C. Vanderpoel, of 
West Mitchell, lowa, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall bave ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion 
of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of the Albion (lowa) Disciple church, 
officially signed, asking for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. HOWE. One of these petitions on the subject of woman’s suf- 
frage has been intrusted to my desk and I present it. It is the peti- 
tion of Ida KE. De Lane and others, of Pensamkee, Oconto County, 
Wisconsin. I move its reference to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of the Good Templars of Wis- 
consin, officially signed, representing twenty thousand members, 
praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Ile also presented a& petition of citizens of Wisconsin, praying for 
the establishment of a post-route from Marshland, Burnett County, 
Wisconsin, to Pine City, Pine County, Minnesota; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of Lewis H. Douglas, R. J. 
Meigs, M. A. Clancy, Harriet Cowperthwaite, and others, citizens of 
the District of Columbia, praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, prohibiting the several States from dis- 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex: which was 
referred to the Committee on Privilege# and Elections. 

Mr. BRUCE presented the petition of the Good Templars of Wash- 
ington Territory, signed by the officers, praying for a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have been intrusted with a petition in relation 
to the traflic in liquors similar to those which have been presented, 
and I now offer it. It is from the First Presbyterian church of Mar- 
shalltown, lowa, signed by the pastor and officers, representing two 
hundred and twenty members. 1 move its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1am also requested to present the memorial of the 
Bowdoin Paper Manufacturing Company of Brunswick; of N. Tol- 
man & Sons, manufacturers, of Fairfield; of F. Shaw & Brothers 
manufacturers of shingles, of Kingman; of Edward Hargreaves, a 
manufacturer of woolen at North Shapleigh; and of the North Ber- 


land others, citizens of Valley Falls, Providence County, » 


| States prohibiting 


I move their reference to the Comunittee on Privileges and | 


I beg leave to present the 


ittee oy 
Finance. . 
rhe motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of Elizabeth B. Chace, Rox, 
B. Cobb, Isabella J. Adams. George J. Adams, William F, (} ¥ 


Ud 


Island, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the | ie 
the several States from disfranchising Uyj:,, 
States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to the (,, 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of the Rhode Island State Te 
ance Union, signed by the officers, praying for a commission » 
quiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which was referpe fa 
the Committee on Finance. 

Healso presented the memorial of J. C. Campbell & Co., manus 


|urers of woolens, at Providence, Rhode Island, employing two | 
| dred and seventy-five workmen, praying that Congress will take 


action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shal] jy 


| ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries 9; 
| the country and that the nature of such tariff legislation 


opinion of practical business men is such as would best promote t}y 


| restoration of general prosperity; which was referred to the ( 


| their reference to the Committee on Public Lands. 


mittee on Finance. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I rise to present some petitions 
and ask their reference to a different committee from that to whic\ 
similar petitions have been referred this morning. I ami induced; 
do so by that parliamentary rule which says you ought not to send q 
child to a nurse that cares not for it. The Committee on Privileges 
and Elections will never report in favor of the prayer of these pet 
tioners, I believe, and I have been looking around to see what co: 
mittee would; but after the remarks of the Senator from I)linojs 
nearest me | Mr. OGLESBY ] this morning, I have no doubt about wha 
committee I ought to have these petitions sent to. I present six 
petitions of ladies of Ohio, praying for the right of suffrage, and moy: 
| Laughter. } 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is upon the motion of th 
Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. [i 
the Senator insists on his motion, I want the yeas and nays. 

Mr. THURMAN. I have not the least objection to voting “ yea 
upon any motion I ever make. If the Senator from California, who 
has been the champion of the ladies for a long time, thinks then 
any disrespect to them in the motion I have made, I beg him to co 
sult my lady constituents in Ohio, and they will tell bim that Ia 
about the most polite man of any in that region, and that I ain quit 
incapable of being guilty of any disrespect to them. After the: 
quent remarks of the Senator from Illinois this morning, | thong 
his committee was the very best committee to which to send thes 
petitions. If the Senator wants the yeas and nays, I will help hi 
to get them. 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not assume to judge of the motive of | 
Senator in asking that these petitions take a different course from 


| that of the others; but, as I am informed, the Committee on Priv 


leges and Elections have assigned a day to ladies who wish to |) 
heard before them upon this subject. I am personally aware tha 


| quite a number of members of the Committee on Privileges and Ek 


tions are in favor of this legislation, as 1 am myself; and it seems! 
me, and I suggest this to the Senator, that it would be very mu 


| better to have these petitions go to the committee which already has 


jurisdiction of the subject. 


If, however, the Senator insists on send 
ing them elsewhere, then I desire that the Senate divide upon it 
order to ascertain whether they are to follow the ordinary pariia 


| mentary course or not. 


Mr. THURMAN. I wish to say in respect to that that I want! 
constituents who have sent me these petitions to have a fair cha! 
and I think it is better they should have two strings to their bo 
than one. Perchance the Committee on Privileges and Elections 


| may report against them, and it is very likely that the Committee « 


Public Lands, under the lead of the chairman of that committee, 
report for them. I want to give them two strings to their bow. 1 


| the Senator wants the yeas and nays, however, let us have them. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. While this debate is going on I ask leav 
present a petition, if there is no objection. 

Mr. INGALLS and others. Let us have the yeas and nays. 
Mr. SARGENT. I desire that we shall proceed inorder. | wisi! 
know whether the yeas and nays have been ordered upon the peut: 

question. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire the vote to be taken on that questo! 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The secretary will call the roll. Se 
ators, as your names are called, answer 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I wish to address the Senate of 
this subject, unless the Chair is in agreat hurry. Ido not think o 
we ought to send these petitions to the Committee on Public Lands. 
think we ought to send them to the Committee on Privileses 0 
Elections. Evidently the friends of the movement, of which oe 
Senator from California is the leader, think that is the best comm" 


The yeas and nays will be regarded as 








Bat ce 


ee, 


et 


s 


ee 


aaa 





gra 


Bits in se ah ot ae Sa eR 


ea 


ae) Be 


fore, : 
petitions take 
ind Elections. 
Mr. WHYTE. I would suggest—— . 

Mr. THURMAN. I never can resist an appeal from the Senator 
¢m Vermont when he is in a very amiable mood, as he is evidently 
. morning, and as I have hurt the feelings of my friend from Cal- 
‘fornia, most unintentionally —— 

Mr. SARGENT. Not at all. 

Mr. THURMAN. I withdraw the motion. 

fhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion for reference to the Com- 

+e on Public Lands is withdrawn, and the petitions presented 
or the Senator from Ohio will be referred to the Committee on Priv- 
iJeges and Elections. ‘ah 
“Mr. THURMAN. I present the petition of the Lawrence Iron- 
Works ¢ ompany, manufacturers of iron, of Ironton, Ohio, employ- 
two hundred workmen; the petition of the Voleano Furnace 


the usual course and go to the Committee on Privileges 





ne 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


. and it has the subject already under consideration. I hope, there- | 
oe al e Senator from Ohio will withdraw his motion and let these | 


Company, manufacturers of iron, of Massillon, Ohio, employing | 


ceventy-five workmen ; the petition of L. Rambo & Co., manufact- 
nrers of woolens, of Dresden, Ohio, employing twenty-five workmen ; 
the petition of Shuler & Benninghofen, manufacturers, of Hamilton, 


Ohio, employing sixty workmen ; the petition of the Ashtabula Roll- | 


ing eas . 
Ol io, employing forty workmen ; the petition of the Glasgow Port 
Washington Iron and Coal Company, manufacturers of iron, of Port 
Washington. Ohio; the petition of E. Grasselli & Son, manufacturers 


Mill Company, and others, manutacturers of iron, at Astabula, | 


of chemicals, of Cleveland, Ohio, employing seventy-eight workmen ; | 
the petition of Jesse Hall & Son, manufacturers of iron, of Hubbard, | 


lrumbull County, Ohio, employing seventy-five workmen ; the peti- 


tion of the Faleon Iron and Nail Company, manufacturers of iron, | 


of Niles, Ohio, employing one hundred and thirty-three workmen ; 
the petition of S. Mather & Son, manufacturers of iron and chains, 
of Akron, Ohio, employing one hundred and fifty workmen ; and the 
petition of the Struthers Furnace Company, manufacturers of iron, of 
Struthers’ Station, Ohio, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the coun‘sry 
and that the nature of such tariff legislation is such that in the opin- 
ion of practical business men it would best promote the restoration 
of general prosperity. I move the reference of these petitions to the 
Committee on Finance. 
rhe motion was agreed to. 
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The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of the Marietta(Iowa) monthly 
meeting of the Society of Friends, officially signed, praying for a 
commission of inquiry concerning the aleohoiic Liquor tratiic; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Ellen Armstrong and others, of 
Wapello County, Iowa; the petition of Nathon Satterthwait and 
others, of Cedar County, lowa; the petition of A. S. Raley and others, 
of Cedar County, Iowa; the petition of F. E. Morgan and others, of 
Muscatine County, lowa; the petition of E. C. Eveleth and others, of 
Woodbury County, lowa, and the petition of Mrs. L. M. Haskins and 
others, of Howard County, lowa, praying for an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which were 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. BARNUM presented the petition of Emily J. Seaward, Mrs. D. 
C. Easton, Mrs. J. C. Lewis, J. C. Lewis, and 368 others, citizens of 
New Haven, Connecticut, praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States prohibiting the several States from dis- 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union, of Connecticut, signed by its officers; and the petition of 
the Grand Lodge of Good Templars of Connecticut, signed by its offi- 
cers, praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor traftic; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of H. E. Rogers, manufacturer of 
paper, of Manchester, Connecticut; and the petition of the Uncas 
Ribbon Company, of Norwich, Connecticut, praying that Congress 
will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff duties until 
after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 


| the industries of the country and that the nature of such tariff legis- 
| lation is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 


Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good | 


Templars of Ohio, signed by the officers, praying for the appointment 


of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. McCREERY presented the petitien of Henry B. Helm, of 
Hardin County, Kentucky, praying compensation for property taken 


aud used by the United States Army during the late war; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SARGENT presented the petition of J. J. Rolpe, Caroline M. 
Harrison, and E. W. P. Brown, R. Lauth, and others, of Nevada 
County, California, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Temp- 
lars of California, signed by the officers, representing ten thousand 
members, praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
holie liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WADLEIGH presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of Manchester, New Hampshire, signed by the officers, 
praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


promote the restoration of general prosperity; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON presented the petition of Thomas R. Lees, manufact- 
urer of cotton goods, of Westport, Connecticut, employing forty work- 
men; and the petition of A. L. Clark, manufacturer of knit goods, of 
Manchester, Connecticut, employing fifty workmen, praying that Con- 
gress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until 
after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the country and that the nature of such tariff legis- 
lation is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Tem- 
plars of the State of Connecticut, praying for the appointment of a 


| commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which 


He also presented the petition of A. P. Olrendam, manufacturer of | 


hosiery, of Manchester, New Hampshire, employing two hundred and 
fifty workmen, and the petition of 8. C. Baker, manufacturer, of Ash- 
land, New Hampshire, employing ten workmen, praying that Con- 


gress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until | 
after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of | 


the industries of the country and that the nature of such tariff legis- 
lation is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Caroline F. Barr, of Hillsborough 
County, New Hampshire, and the petition of Mary A. Powers and 
others, of Grafton County, New Hampshire, praying for an amend- 


States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
Mr. WADLEIGH. I also present the petition of Clarence 8. Lozier, 
president, and other officers of the National Woman Suffrage Associa- 
ton, praying for the use of the Senate Chamber on some day in Jan- 
uary next for the delegates to the sixteenth amendment convention 
in which to present before the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
the subject of a constitutional amendment in relation to woman suf- 
frage. I move its reference to the Committee on Public Buildings 


~ Soanih, and I hope that the committee will make a very early 
port. 


was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of Delaware, signed by the officers, praying for the appoint- 
ment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHAFFEE presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of Colorado, signed by the officers, praying for the appoint- 
ment of acommission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafic ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of Catharine Cornell 
Knowles, Eunice A. Kenyon, Solomon B. Knowles, William G. Brown 
ing, and others, citizens of Kent County, Rhode Island, praying for 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting 
the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on ac 
count of sex; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Tem- 


plars of the State of Rhode Island, praying for the appointment of a+ 


commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of 5,694 citizens of Massachu- 
setts, women and men, forwarded to me by the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, praying for the appointment of a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic. I move its reference 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of Mary A. Livermore and others, 
of Middlesex County, Massachusetts ; the petition of Helen M. Archer 


| and others, of Berkshire County, Massachusetts; the petition of 
nent to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several | 


Margaret E. Bennett and others, of Essex County, Massachusetts ; 
the petition of Sarah T. Earle and others, of Worcester County, Mass- 
achusetts ; the petition of Deborah Reedand others, of Bristol County, 
Massachusetts ; and the petition of Eliza Barney and others, of Nan- 
tucket County, Massachusetts, praying for an amendmeut to the Con- 
stitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Mary F. Eastman and Helen East- 
man, of Middlesex County, Massachusetts; and the petition of 
Lavinia Goodell, of Rock County, Wisconsin, praying for the removal 
of their political disabilities, and that they may be declared invested 


o 
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with full power to exercise their right of self-government at the bal 

lot-box. all State constitutions or statute laws to the contrary not 

withstanding ; 

and Elections 
Mr. SAULSBURY presente d the petition of the Sons of Te hiperance 

of New Jersey, ot : 

commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which 


which were referred to the Committee on Privileges 


theially ned, praying tor the appointment of 
was referred to the Committee on Finance 

He also presented the petition of Isabella R. MeGunnigle, of Mai 
ind, widow of Wilson MeGunnigle, late a lieutenant commander in 
the United States Navy, praying for an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee ow Pensions 

He also presented the petition of Francis Bacon 


cotton and v 


manufacturer of 
ool, of Henry Clay, Delaware, employing forty workmen, 
and the petition of J. Marshall & Co., manufacturers of iron, Newport, 
Delaware, employing seventy-live 

will take no action concerning a 


i 
workmen, praying that Congress 
revision of tari duties until aiter 
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of th 
ndustries of the country and that the nature of such tari? legislation 
is such asin the opinion of practical business men would best pro- 
mote the restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred te 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
femplars of Tennessee, 


it shall 


signed by the officers, praying for the ap 
pointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquoi 
traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of John C. Webb and others, citizens 
of Campbell County, Tennessee, praying for the establishment of a 
post-route from Pine Knot post-oflice, in that county, to Crooked 
Fork post-office, in Morgan County; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MCPHERSON presented the petition of the First Methodist 
Episcopal church and congregation of Bordentown, New Jersey, 
signed by the pastor and oflicers, and the petition of the Grand Tem- 
ple of Honor and Temperance of the State of New Jersey, oflicially 
signed, praying for the appointment of a commission concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traffic; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, 

He also presented the petition of Katharine H. Browning, of Essex 
County, New Jersey, praying for an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchis- 
ing United States citizens on account of sex ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There has been laid upon my table with the 
request that I present it, the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Andrews, a 
citizen of the United States, and a resident of Saint Louis, Saint 
Louis County, Missouri, praying for relief from her political disabili- 
ties, and that she may be declared invested with full power to exer- 
cise her right of self-government at the ballot-box, all State consti- 
tutions or statute laws to the contrary notwithstanding. I move its 
reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Lreceived this morning through the mail two 
petitions in an envelope mailed at the City of Brotherly Love, di- 


ted to me, and sigt 1 ‘itizer f Mis : avi ‘rie ¢ | : : . . 7 
aes me, and signed by citizens of Missouri, David Urie and | referred the resolution of the Senate of November 14, instructing that 


Edward L. DeGarmo & Co., of Warrensburgh, Missouri, and William 
Buford, Wolf & Burion, and Dunbar Brothers, of Glenwood, Missouri, 


praying that Congress will take no action concerning arevision of tariff | 


7 . . | bave recte . rg ani sv ’ . .¢ ittee, “eport 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the | bave directed me, by a unanimous vote of the committee, to report 


condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of such 
tariff legislation is such asin the opinion of practical business men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity. I desire 
to state that Ido not approve of the recommendation of these petitions. 
I move their reference to the Committee on Finance. 

Phe motion was agreed to 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of the Good Templars of 
Missouri, signed by H. 8. Richardson, grand werthy chief templar of 
fie Ind pendent Order of Good Templars of Missouri, and W. D. 
Crandall, grand secretary, praying for the appointment of a com- 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also presented the petition of Manning M. Kimmel, of Missouri, 
praying for the removal of his political disabilities ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of the Rising Sun Lodge of 
Good Templars, of the State of Virginia, signed by its oflicers, pray- 
ing for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, 

He also presented the memorial of the Radford Furnace Iron Com- 
pany, of Pulaski County, Virginia, praying that Congress will take 
no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall 
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the indus- 
tries of the country and that the nature of the legislation is such as 
in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the res- 
toration of general prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance, 

He also presented the petition of Sally Holly, a citizen of the United 
States, and a resident of the State of Virginia, county of Northum- 
berland, town of Lottsburgh, praying for the removal of her political 
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disabilities, and that she may be invested with full power to exe, 
cise her right of self-government at the ballot-box, all State eons: 
tutions or statate laws to the contrary notwithstanding ; which y i 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, F 

Phe VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired, 

Mr. CONKLING. I ask that by unanimous consent the mo; 
hour may continue until the morning business is concluded 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair 
none; and the presentation of petitions and memorials is stil] in order 

Mr. MERRIMON presented the memorial of William Williams. man. 
ufacturer of iron at Newton, North Carolina, employing twenty work 
men; the memorial of A. M. Powell, manufacturer of cotton, &&.. 
Catawba, North Carolina, employing five hundred workmey - te 
the memorial of Powells, Little & Co., and others, of Catawba, N rth 
Carolina, employing one hundred and fifty workmen, praying that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties 
until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the cong). 
tion of the industries of the country and that the nature of the pro. 
posed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business 
men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. RANSOM presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Gooa 
Templars of North Carolina, signed by its officers, praying for the 
appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. PLUMB presented the petition of John P. Hill and others, of 
Pottawatomie County, Kansas, and the petition of C. E. Gray and 
others, of Ellsworth County, Kansas, praying for an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which 
were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present two petitions, one signed by Elizabeth 
Ebbert, Mary R. Scott, J. A. Ebbert, John M. Cartee, E. H. Smith, 
and many others, citizens of Springfield, Lane County, Oregon, and 
the other signed by Agnes C. Burr, M. D., D. C. Ireland, Mrs. C. 4 
Stowe, David Ingalls, Mrs. M. A. Hannah, and other citizens of As 
toria, Clatsop County, Oregon, in both of which it is prayed that an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States may be enacted 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citi- 
zens on account of sex. I hope these petitions will receive early co 
sideration and favorable action on the part of the committee and of 
the Senate. I move their reference to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. ILask leave to present a petition, which I o 
ted to do when I had the floor for that purpose before,—a_ petition 
touching a commission for an inquiry concerning alcoholic drinks 
from the Grand Lodge of Good Templars of the State of New York 
representing more than five hundred subordinate lodges and neat 
twenty-five thousand members. I move its reference to the ( 
mittee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


hear 
HeCaTS 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. MAXEY. The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 


committee to inquire into the expediency of providing a system of 
defensive works on the Rio Grande frontier of the United States, 


a bill making appropriations for the erection of suitable posts for 
the protection of the Rio Grande frontier. 

The bill (S. No. 414) making appropriations for the erection of 
suitable posts for the protect.on of the Rio Grande frontier was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. OGLESBY. The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
ref red the bill (S. No. 388) for the relief of the heirs of the late 
William A. Burt, inventor of the solar compass, adopted and used in 
the public surveys of the United States, have instructed me to report 
it back and ask that that committee be discharged from its cou 
sideration, as it is purely in the nature of a claim and asks an appro 
priation to pay for that claim. It properly ought to go to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Committee on Public Lands will be 
discharged, and the bill will be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 8) authorizing Captain 
Jonathan Young, of the United States Navy, to accept a bete! nut 
box and a silver medal from the Emperor of Siam, reported it with- 
out amendment. . 

Mr. PADDOCK, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 373) to amend an act to provide for the 
sale of a portion of the reservation of the confederated Otoes aud Mis- 
sourias and the Saes and Foxes of the Missouria tribes of Indians 1 
the States of Kansas and Nebraska, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. CONOVER, from the Select Committee on ‘Transportation 
Routes to the Seaboard, to whom was referred the bi!l (8. No. 263) to 


| provide for a survey of an inland water route and canal from the 


Mississippi River tothe Atlantic Ocean, reported it without amendment. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
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relief of Ella Long; 


to introduce a bill (s. No. 415) for the 5)? 
read TW ice by its title. - . ° 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to say that I introduced the bill at the 
eanest of the parties interested. Ido not know that it is right in 
he form in which it stands. Itis about an escheat to the United 
os toa of some land here. I move that the bill be referred to the 
Ci mmitte e on the Judiciary, and that the papers on the files of the 
<onate relating to the same subject when it was before us before, be 
taken from the files and referred to that committee. 

‘The motion was agreed to. ; ; 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 

» to introduce a bill (8. No. 416) to establish a court of appeals ; 

‘chich was Tread twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. : 3 
Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
{ i troduce a bill (S. No. 417) for the establishment of certain post- 
; mtes in the State of Oregon ; which was read twice by its title, and 
~oferred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 
. Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
+o introduce a bill (S. No. 418) to amend section 532 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States relating to the division of the State of 
Alabama into jadicial districts; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
eave to introduce a bill (S. No. 419) to establish a port of entry and 
delivery at the town of West Point, Virginia; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 420) for the relief of Major P. P. G. Hall; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on the files 
relating to the case, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 421) to establish a post-route in Arkansas; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee ou 
Post-Oftices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 422) to provide for a build- 
ing suitable for a post-office, for the accommodation of the revenue 
ofticers, and the United States courts and their officers, in the city of 
Charleston, West Virginia ; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
ducea bill (S. No. 423) making an appropriation to improve the Little 
Kanawha River, in the State of West Virginia; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 424) making an appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the Monongahela River, in the States of West Vir- 
and Pennsylvania; wiich was read twice by its title, and re- 
terred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unani:aons consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 425) granting a site for a dry-dock in the city 
of Baltimore upon certain conditions; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GORDON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 426) for the relief of the Masonic Hall Com- 
pany of Atlanta, Georgia; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EATON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 427) authorizing the issue of registers and en- 
rollments to certain vessels when repaired; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MAXEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 428) to establish certain post-routes in Texas ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 429) for the relief of Isabella R. McGunni- 
gle, widow of Lieutenant Commander Wilson McGunnigle, United 
States Navy; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 430) authorizing the appointment of 
Acting Passed Assistant Surgeon Francis V. Greene as surgeon in the 
Navy; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HEREFORD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 431) making an appropriation for continu- 
ing the improvement of the Great Kanawha River, in the State of 
W est Virginia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8. No. 432) making an appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of New River, in the State of West Virginia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
of Elle _ (S. No, 433) making an appropriation for the improvement 
ae Wer, in the State of West Virginia; which was read twice 

¥ its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Je also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 


which was 
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duce a bill (S. No, 434) making an appropriation for the improvement 
of the Big Sandy River, in the State of West Virginia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 435) to establish a board of local inspectors 
of steam vessels for the collection districts of Minnesota and Du 
Luth ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 436) to provide for ascertaining losses sus- 
tained by citizens of the United States by reason of Indian depreda- 
tions, and providing for the payment thereof ; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 437) to establish certain post-routes in the 
State of lowa; which was read twice by its title, and referred te the 
Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 438) to refer the claim of Hiram W. 
Love, of the State of lowa, to the Court of Claims; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 439) for the establishment of certain mail- 
routes: which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Ofiices and Post-Roads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro 
duce a bill (S. No. 440) amendatory and supplementary to the act en- 
titled “An act to incorporate the Texas Pacitie Railroad Company, 
and to aid in the construction of its road, and for other purposes,” 
approved March 3, 1571, and the several acts amendatory of and 
supplementary thereto; which was read twice by its title, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 441) releasing to certain States any 
title or right of the United States to lands under the beds of the 
rivers, lakes, and natural ponds within their limits not surveyed as 
public lands; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 442) authorizing mail steamship service 
between New Orleans, Louisiana, and certain foreigu ports therein 
named ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (by request,) asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 445) for the 
relief of John Cummins, late collector and disbursing agent of the 
United States internal revenue, district of Idaho; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
te introduce a bill (S. No. 444) to establish a post-road in North Car- 
olina; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Reads. 

Mr. EUSTIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 445) appropriating money to open and keep 
unobstructed the navigation of Red River, and to take care of prop- 
erty of the United States ; which was read twice by its titlegand re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAILEY and Mr. JOHNSTON submitted amendments intended 
to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. No. 1637) to 
establish post-routes in the several States therein named; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. GORDON, it was 
Ordered, That the papers in the case of Nehemiah Garrison be taken from the 
tiles of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. WALLACE, it was 


Ordered, That the papers on fire-arms, of W. W. Hubbell, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Captain W. L. Foulk be taken from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the claim of Arent B. Sorensen, of Tennessee, be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. KIRKWOOD, it was 


Ordered, That Hiram W. Love be authorized to withdraw from the files of the 
Senate one copy of all papers touching the claim of said Love now pending, of 
which duplicates are on file in the oflice of the Secretary, and that all other of said 
papers be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Albert Fuller be taken from the files of 
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. DAWES. I ask for an order to withdraw from the files of the 
Senate the papers in the case of Frederick A. Holden and refer them 
to the Committee on Claims. I desire to state that there has been an 
adverse report in this case, but, in connection with this order, I present 
additional evidence, which I move, with the papers, be referred to 
the Committee on Claims, to bring it within the rule. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is so ordered. 
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LOCATION OF UTE AND APACHE 


Mr. DORSEY. I offer the following resolution and ask for its 
pres nt consideration: 


INDIANS. 





Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby requested, if 
not incompatible with the public interest, to report to the Senate by what authority 
the bands « Ute and Apache Indians are located and an agency established at 
Cimarron. New Mexico; and also to transmit copies of all letters, telegrams, or 
other documents on file in his Department calling attention to the depredations of 
these Indians, and asking for their removal to their respective reservations 

Phe VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- 
eration of this resolution ? 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no objection to the resolution; but I ask 


the S or to strike out those words which submit to the discretion 
cretary of the Interior the question whether he will send a 
ation to us or not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And 
rected.” 

Mr. CONKLING. And then, as the Senator from Vermont very 
preperly suggests, the word employed by the Senate is “directed” and 


of the S 
ov nl i it 
out 


strike “requested” and insert “ di- 





not “requested” when such a resolution is addressed to the head of 
a Department. 
Mr. DORSEY. «IL have no objection to that amendment. 
Phe VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified. 
Phe resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 
INTERCOURSE WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolution; which was 
cousidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

] That a committee of seven Senators be appointed by the Chair to in 
quire and report whether any and, if so, what measures can be devised to promote 
‘ cia tercourse with Mexico and to establish a just and peaceful condition 
‘ rs on the borders of this country and Mexico, and also to ascertain and 
rej the touching the present government of Mexico. And that said com- 
mitt in I er to ul for persons and papers, to confer with the executive 
i ‘ f the Government of the United States, to sit during the recess of the 
S und proceed to any point deemed necessary in the prosecution of its 

DRY-DOCK SITE AT BALTIMORE. 

Mr. WHYTE submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered | UNAMIINOUS « msent, and agreed to: 

Resol That the Secretary of War be directed to communicate to the Senate 

" formation he may have in regard to an application of certain citizens of Bal 
timore forthe ut of a portion of the property at Fort McHenry, in the city of 
Bait for the construction of a dry-dock, upon terms and conditions beneticial 
te « Govert t, as set forth in a communication to the Secretary of War on 
1 Mia l 

THE ROCHAMBEAU PAPERS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 1 otter the following resolution, and ask for its 
present c¢ isideration : 

1 Phat the Committee on the Library be instructed to consider the ex 
p irchasing the papers of the Count de Rochambeau, commander of 


the alued lores 


sof France in the war of the Revolution, and now in possession of 
his gu ison, the Marquis de Rochambeau 


Mr. President, this resolution was before the Committee on the 
Library at the last regular session, and I believe some progress was 
scertaining the status of the papers. 

Phe resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 
PAYMENT OF 


he VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over as unfinished business 
terday a resolution, which will be read. 

Mr. KERNAN. 1 understand that the untinished business is the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MATTHEWS. ] 

Phe VICE-PRESIDENT. It is about to be laid before the Senate. 
It will be read by the Secretary. 

Mr. KERNAN. 
tio! 


Che Chief Clerk read the resolution submitted by Mr. Matrnews 
on the 6th instant, as follows: 


Trae’ Wh at 


GOVERNMENT BONDS, 


“ Ve 


Whereas, by the act entitled “An act to strengthen the public credit,” approved 
Mar Ix, ist, it was provided and declared that the faith of the United States 
was th "vy solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all the 
inte bearing jligations of the United States, ex« ept in cases where the law 
a ing the issue of such obligations had expressly provided that the same 
might be paid in lawful money or other currency thin gold or silver; and 

W he sall the bonds of the United States autborized to be issued by the act 
entitled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 
14, 1-70, by the terms of said act, were declared to be redeemable in coin of the 


then present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin; | 


and 


Whereas all bon United States anthorized to be issued under the act 
entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved Jan- 
uary I4, Isto, are required to be of the description of bonds of the United States 
described in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled “An act to 
authorize the refunding of the national debt ;” and 

W hereas, at the date of the passage of said act of Congress last aforesaid, to wit. 
the l4th day of July, 1870, the coin of the United States of standard value of that 


la of the 








date included silver dollars of the weight of 412) ains each, declared by the act 
approved January 1s, Ir37, entitled “An act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 
act establishing a mint and regulating the coins of the United states,”’ 


to be a legal 


tender of payment, according to their nominal value, for any sums whatever: 


Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring therein,) That 
all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued under the said 
acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, at the 
- ion of the Government of the United States, in silver dollars, of the coinage of 
the United States, containing 4124 grains each of standard silver: and that to restore 
to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said bonds, val 

ne 


and interest, is not in violation of the public faith nor in derogation of the rights 
of the public creditor 
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| to the Government and people of the United States. 


I was going to ask the Clerk to report the resolu- | 





| like to correct him. 


| $1,300,032, and of gold dollars, $19,345,438. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the 
to refer the resolution with the amendment offered by the 
from New York [Mr. CONKLING] to the Committee on the Judici., 
Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, in my judgment the subject cn 
by this resolution and our action upon it are of very great in 


Motion 


Senator 


ered 
Iportance 


1 hey to ick 
the character and credit of the Government and the welfare of ,,, 


country. The subject should be considered carefully, calmly, ay9 
with a sole view of doing that which Congress shall be satisie ;. 
for the best interest of our people and which will preserve the hi 
character of our Government. No government can wisely for a 
people act otherwise than with entire justice and good faith tow,), 
its creditors. A government which so acts that its character fo 
good faith with its creditors may be justly questioned does that whic), 
is very injurious for all time to that government as well as to jh. 
people whom its represents. Therefore I trust and believe that this 
subject will be discussed, not in any spirit of asperity, or as thoyo 
there were sectional or class differences in reference to it, jy So 
spirit of patriotism, with a desire that there shall result from ou 
discussion and consideration such action as shall be for the best jp. 
terests of our Government and our people. . 

The preamble of this resolution states that an act of Congress was 
passed in 1869, by which the Government solemnly pledged its f, 
to pay its bonded debt in coin, except where the law authorizing jy 
expressly otherwise provided. The word “coin” in this act meant 
the legal-tender coin of this Government ; it meant the legal-tender 
coin of the United States then prescribed by the United States laws, 
We then pledged ourselves to pay the bonds which had been ther 
tofore issued in this legal-tender coin. The preamble of the resoly. 
tion further states that in July, 1870, a law was passed, known as thy 
refunding act, by which we pledged ourselves to pay the bonds 
issued under that act in coin of the then standard value. Another 
law was passed in January, 1875, providing for the issue of the de. 
scription of bonds authorized by the act of Congress of July, 157), 
above referred to. 

Mr. President, since those laws were passed bonds have been issued 
under these acts of 1570 and 1875 to a large amount, at various times 
prior to February 12, 1873, and since February 12, 1873; and if ther 
had been no legislation by the Government on the subject of coin 
other than that recited in this preamble, it could be very forcibly urged 
that all these bonds might justly be paid in the coin which was the 
legal-tender coin of the United States when the above-mentioued 
laws for the issue of bonds were enacted. This coin, prior to Febra 
ary 12, 1873, was, by the statute, gold coin and the silver dollar 
4124 grains. 

But permit me, in this connection, to call attention to a fact whi 
we should not forget in this discussion. In 1869 and all the tin 
down to February 12, 1873, what practically was the legal-tender 
coin of the United States? I admit that by the law either gold coin 
or the silver dollar mentioned in this resolution was a legal tender 
in payment of all debts; but practicaily what amount of this silver 
dollar had ever been used or even coined in the United States? This 
is important when we are discussing what coin was contemplated as 
payment of bonds for more than a thousand millions of dollars. 

Sir, the entire amount of silver dollars of the weight and fineness 
described in this resolution, which were coined by the United States 
from the organization of the Government to this time was §=,045,53s. 
I get this from a book published during this year by Mr. Linderman, 
the Director of the Mint, entitled “‘Money and Legal Tender.” He 
gives the amounts coined each year in a table, and the above is the 
total sui. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
there ? 

Mr. KERNAN. 
short. 

Mr. EATON, 


our 
sur 


th 
iD 








Will it trouble the Senator if I ask him a question 
I would rather not yield unless the question is very 


If my friend from New York will permit me, I should 
Up to 1870 there had been but 4,709,495 silver 
dollars coined. Down to 1877 he adds about $3,000,000 more. 

Mr. KERNAN. The Senator may be correct. I am giving the entire 
silver coinage of dollars of 412} grains during the whole time. What 
was the other legal-tender coin of this Government during that time! 
The Government coined during that same period, from 1792 to 1 
of double eagles, $209,598,440; of eagles, $56,707,229 ; of half eagles, 
$09,412,415; of quarter eagles, $26,795,750; of three-dollar pieces, 
I get the amount of the 
gold coinage from this same book by Mr. Linderman. The amount 
coined in each year is given in the table; and by examining th 
table you will see that the gold coinage was to a large amount over 
$20,000,000 a year for years prior to 1869 and in each subsequett 


e 








ity 


| year. 


Now I ask the citizen, the legislator, the creditor, what was the 
coin mentioned and referred to in the law of 1869 and in the law ot 
1270 referred to in the preamble to this resolution? Was it not the 
gold coin of the United States? The Government had been and was 
coining this in large amounts. It had never coined but 8,(40,(00" 0! 
the silver dollars? The party who advanced money and took out 
bonds, whether he was a citizen of this country or a foreigner, ™ 


| view of these facts, in view of the fact that this silver dollar was 


not and never had been practically a coin in use in this country 
any considerable amount, did not understand that the coin met 
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, these statutes was this silver dollar. He did not believe 


tioned it : ae gh 
: i ul no good reason to believe that the bonds were to be paid in 
and haw = 

ver coin. 5 ‘ . a 

not now referring to the act of Congress of February 12, 1873, 
Under the law as it stood before the pas- 
of this act of 1873, would any party purchasing in the market 


this sil 


lam 
the efiect of this law. 


the Government any of these bonds, suppose for a moment 





or roi . ‘ 

that whether silver depreciated or not the Government would change 
-< entire practice during its entire existence and coin silver dollars 
: lore amounts and compel its creditors to receive them in large 


suis 


ui * A party who had to receive fifty thousand of these silver dol- 
jars would require a team which could draw a ton in weight to take 
away hismoney. Iam told by those informed that every $5,000 of the 
iver dollars weigh more than two hundred pounds. 
] do not say that we may not, according to the letter of the stat- 
nies of 12869 and 1570, pay the bonds issued before 1573 in the silver 
dollar. It was included in the word coin used in these laws; but 
ically it had never been the legal-tender money of the United 
States for large payments, and I submit that even had the law of 
1-73 demonetizing silver never been passed, we should not, as a Gov- 
ernment, now when silver is depreciated, commence to coin this dollar 
and force it upon our creditors. This would hardly be acting with 
that good faith which a government should observe. A government, 
to preserve a high character for honor and honesty, should fulfill its 
obligations according to the spirit of the contract. Did the parties 
who subscribed to loans to the Government for bonds issued under 
the act of 1870 understand or suspect that if silver became depreciated 
the Government would commence and coin the silver dollar by the 
hundred millions and force it upon parties in payment of these bonds, 
when durivg nearly one hundred years the Government had coined 
but eight millions f 
Mr. THURMAN. 
Mr. KERNAN. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
Mr. KERNAN. 
Mr. THURMAN. 





Does the Senator mean that ? 
That statement is what comes from the Mint. 
It does not come from any such source. 
Allow me to justify myself. 
That statement leaves out all the half dollars 


which before the act of 1837 were largely coined. 
Mr. KERNAN. My friend from Ohio did not pay attention to what 
Istated. 1 took great pains to say that of the silver dollar, “the 


dollar of the fathers,” the dollar mentioned in this resolution, as the 
honest coin to pay the public creditors, we never coined but eight 
milons, 

Mr. BECK. I should like to ask the Senator if it would not be fair 
y that we coined sixteen and a half millions of the trade-dollars 

the last few vears ? 

Mr. KERNAN. They were net and are not money ora legal tender. 
The trade-dollar was 420 grains, not 412}, and it was not money, but 
amere token coin. It was coined for parties to be used in trade with 
China and Japan, and the Government was asked to coin it for that 
purpose. It was never a legal tender for a larger sum than $5. 

] insist that, in view of these facts, it can hardly be claimed that 
the parties to the contract, the Government on the one side and the 
loaner of money to it on its bonds on the other, understood even 
before the act of February 12, 1873, that the term “ coin” in the acts 
of 1809 and 1570 imported that the bonds were to be paid in the sil- 
ver dollar which had really never been in practical use as currency 
in the country and of which only a few millions had ever been coined. 
I think iny friend from Connecticut [Mr. BaRNUM] once wittily said, 
in private conversation, he would be willing to make it a legal tender 
to some amount, but he would not to an amount large enough to 
require a cart and horse to draw the sum tendered. 

Mr. President, this resolution of the honorable Senator from Ohio 
[Mr. MaTrHEWs] aflirms in language, (and he interprets it, as I un- 
derstood him, as I do :) 





Phat ell the bouds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued under 
the said acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, 
at the option of the Government of the United States, in silver dollars, of the coin- 
ago of the United States, containing 412} grains each of standard silver; and that 
to restore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said 
bonds, jrincipal and interest, is not in violation of the public faith nor in deroga- 
hon of the rights of the public creditor. ; 


In a word it affirms that this country may rightfully, honestly, and 
honorably pay every bond that it has heretofore issued in this silver 
collar of 412} grains. I respectfully but most earnestly dissent from 
the proposition. I submit most respectfully to the intelligent judg- 
ment and the right-mindedness of every Senator whether this resolu- 
tion is keeping the pledge we made in 1869 to pay our bonds in coin. 
T admit that there is a distinction between those and other bonds 
issued before 1873 and those issued since 1873, and I shall treat of 
each sep rately. I first submit that in view of the fact that the Gov- 
ernment had been going on from 1793 coining gold coin by the thou- 
sand million and its silver dollar only to the extent of $3,045,000 
whether parties who had taken from the Government or bought 
the bonds in the market after the law of 1369, by which the Govern- 
ment pledged its faith to pay them in coin, had not a right to believe 


that the Government would pay them in the current legal-tender gold 
coin whi 


a and saw that law of 1869 rightfully rely on the good faith ot 
© Government that it would not go to coining silverif it became 


ch alone had been issued by the Government and used in the 
Country for the payment of large sums. Might not the man who held 
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cheap and pay him in silver dollars, saying “these are within the 
letter of the statute—they are coin ?” 

Again, conceding that the Government at its option under those 
laws might pay in the one coin or the other gold or silver, that it 
might elect which the creditor might take, I insist that the Govern- 
ment did elect in 1873 which should be the coin of payment. It made 
its option then to pay the bonds in gold coin, notin silver. Why? By 
the original laws of 1269 and 1870 the bonds were to be paid in coin, 
and that meant the legal-tender coin of the United States, and they 
could be paid in nothing else. Therefore before the law of 1873 the 
creditor was entitled to payment justly in that which was the legal- 
tender coin of the United States Government. 

The Government by the law of February 12, 1873, enacted that the 
gold coin only should be a legal-tender coin, should be money to 
pay all debts within the United States. The silver dollar was then 
abolished as money by the Government itself, by the Government 
that made this contract, which I concede for the purpose of the argu- 
ment might legally pay either in gold or silver at its option. Did it 
not in 1873 elect to pay in gold coin when it abolished the silver 
dollar and made gold coin the only legal-tender money for the pay- 
ment of all debts in the United States exceeding $5 in amount? I 
say, then, the Government elected to pay in gold coin. This election 
was declared to the world by a public statute, one of the most solemn 
declarations which a government can make. It was done by an act 
passed February 12, 1873, ‘‘revising and amending the laws relative 
to the mints, assay offices, and coinage of the United States.” We 
were to pay in legal-tender money of this Government, and in 1873 
we elected to make gold coin the only legal-tender money of this 
Government. For greater convenience I read the law from the Re- 
vised Statutes. After declaring what the gold coins of the United 
States shall be, the law declares— 

That the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade dollar, a half dollar o1 
fifty-cent piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-five cent piece, a dime, or ten-cent piece, 
and the weightof the trade dollar shall be, &c. (See Revised Statutes of the United 
States, page 700.) 

What else did that same law do? It enacted that gold alone should 
be the legal-tender money in this country. I read from the same act 
as it is in the Revised Statutes, page 712: 

The gold coins of the United States shall be a legal tender in all payments at 
their nominal value when not below the standard weight and limit of tolerance 
provided by law for the single piece. 

The silver coins of the United States shall be a legal tender at their nominal 
value for any amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment. 

Thus the United States Government in February, 1873, made by law 
gold coin the only legal-tender money for the payment of all debts in 
the United States. The other silver coins of the United States ceased 
to be a legal tender except for small sums. This has continued to be 
the law to the present time. It is conceded that the bonds were to 
be paid in coin ; this clearly meant coin of the United States Gov- 
ernment. Concede for the argument that the Government prior to 
1273, at its option or election, might pay the bonds in gold or silver 
coin. In 1873, long before the bonds are due, while the bonds are 
selling in the market and circulating from hand to hand, the Govern- 
ment, by law, makes the gold coin the only legal-tender coin of the 
United States and abolishes the silver dollar. 

Now, after the Government thus elected and legislated in 1873, we 
are asked to declare by this resolution as against the parties who took 
these bonds issued under the law which said “ they shall be paid in 
coin,” meaning, as everybody will concede, the legal-tender money 
coin of the country, the Government can do what? If they find that 
they made a mistake and that silver has become a depreciated metal, 
the Government may revoke the election made nearly five years ago, 
restore the silver dollar, and pay the bonds in this coin. Sir, this 
would not be acting justly and in good faith toward the parties who 
Even as to these parties, 
the good faith and high honor which should characterize aGovernment 
forbid, that it should now, in 1877, after silver has become depre- 
ciated in the market, change its coin back to silver, and force this 
depreciated coin upon its creditors. These parties have a right to 
rely on the law of 1873, which made the gold coin the only legal coin 
of the United States. They had a right to assume, after the law of 
1873, that the gold coin was the coin in which their contract would 
be paid; that the United States would not, because silver should be- 
come depreciated, revoke its election made in 1873, and recoin silver 
and make that the coin of payment and compel the creditor to re- 
ceive it. 

Have these bondholders not a right to respond, “ Is that fair to me ? 
These were bonds that passed in the market when you made gold your 
standard and elected that that should be the only legal-tender coin 
of your country by a solemn law in 1873. I relied upon your good 
faith; I did not sell these bonds as I might if I had supposed you 
would have ‘elected back to silver.” Iam sure if a creditor would 
come to one of you, being the debtor in the place of the Government, 
you would say, “I admit that in good faith I ought to pay you in 
that coin upon the faith of receiving which you held the bonds, and 
in which, upon my solemn statement, you relied that I would pay 
them.” 

I am now speaking of the men who have held the bonds since be- 
fore the law of 1869. But take another class of men. They may 
have beensharp. They may have read the law, and said “ These bonds 
may be paid either in gold or in silver coin. The law says that the 
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Government will pay them in coin, and it may pay them in one or 
the other, and I with not keep them. I will sell them in the mar- 
ket:” and after the law of 1573 was passed they did sell them in 
the market to parties who relied upon the fact that the Government 
had abolished the silver dollar and made gold coin our sole coin and 
leval tender of our country. These parties had a right to assume that 
we would not change our laws after having made that election by 
the law of 1873. They relied upon it that this great Government after 
the law of 1873 passed by both Houses of Congress and signed by the 
President would not change back to silver coin, even should it turn 
out that they could pay cheaper in that coin. Therefore I say the 
people who have become the owners of the bonds by purchase from 
the holders who took them before 1873 have a right to say it is not 
in good faith for us now, four or five years after 1273, to turn around 
and insist that we will make a secure election and pay in silver 
comm. 

Che Government having made the legal-tender coin of the country 
gold coin, thus making this the only coin in which its bonds could be 
paid while that law was in foree, and parties relying upon that law 
purchased bonds in the market, it is not dealing with these parties 
with that fairness and justice and good faith which should charac- 
terize individuals, and which I believe always will characterize this 
Government, to repeal the law and pay in the silver dollar. We 
should not say ““ We were mistaken ; we find we can make 8 or 10 per 
cent, on our bonded debt by going back to silver, and although you 
relied fully upon the law of 1873 and believed the law adopted a gold 
standard and gold coin as our money, and that the Government 
would receive payments and pay its debts only in that coin, never- 
theless we will now change back to silver dollars of 4124 grains as a 
coin to pay you.” 

I do not say this in an offensive sense to the gentlemen who differ 
honestly from me; but I say it earnestly, because it seems to me that 
is the way I would feel if I were the creditor or if 1 were the debtor. 
I would not think that it was treating the creditor with good faith 
or equity or justice to act as is proposed by this resolution. I say 
therefore, that if we adhere to this resolution we violate the faith of 
this Government toward all the men who purchased these bonds 
after we made the sole coin money of this country the gold coinage 
of double eagles, eagles, half eagles, and dollars. 

But, Mr. President, this resolution covers the bonds issued by the 
Government since February 12, 1673. There have been issued by the 
Government under these laws. pledging to pay in coin, bonds to the 
amount of hundreds of millions since the bth of February, 1573, 
when the coinage act demonctizing silver and making gold coin the 
standard legal tender of the United States was passed. Knowing 
this resolution was coming up I stopped at the Treasury yesterday 
morning and asked for and got a memorandum of the amount of 
bonds at 5 per cent., 44 per cent., and 4 per cent., issued since the 
1th of February, 1873. 

Are you going to pay these bonds in silver? They were issued 
after you hud demonetized silver and had made the only legal-tender 
coin the gold coin, and these parties bought on the faith of it, in- 
veste [their money on the strength of your law and your pledge and 
your promise that “coin” meant gold by your law, as it always had 
meant practically. I requested and there was given me a statement 
of the United States bonds sold and issued by the Government since 
February 12, 1873, namely : 
Five percent 
Four and a half per cent 
Four per cent 


$317, 494, 150 
200, 000, 000 
75, 496, 550 


Making 592, 990, 700 


Since 1573 the Government, when it agreed to pay coin, according 
to the laws of 1870, meant gold coin. There was no legal-tender coin, 
no coined money known to our laws beyond the small change and the 
token coinage except gold coin. The purchasers of these bonds issued 
since 1573, whether the stranger from abroad or our own citizens, 
supposed they had made a good investment and had aided the Gov- 
ernment by taking our bonds at these reduced rates of interest, relying 
upon our Government that they would get the coin which by law was 
the only legal tender when the bonds were issued and the contract 
made; and yet we now turn round and say, “Oh, we were sharper 
than you. By close technical reasoning we satisfy ourselves that 
legally you must take that which was theoretically by law the legal- 
tender coin m 1769 and 1270, when those laws were passed. Although 
you relied upon our electing to pay in the gold coin, and relied upon 
our making gold coin only a legal tender in payment of all debts in 
our country, we will now go back and under a sharp construction of 
the law satisfy ourselves that we can pay you in silver, which has 
depreciated below the purchasing price of gold; and we will do it.” 

Mr. WALLACE. Will the Senator inform me how many of those 
bonds were sold in 1877? 

Mr. KERNAN. Icannot from this memorandum ; but I infer from 
the Secretary’s report that there were taken during the latter part of 
1276 and in 1977 these last two items of $200,000,000 and $75,000,000, 

Mr. WALLACE. Since the silver agitation commenced in 1876 and 
1877, and of this 3592,000,000 all except $103,000,000 or $104,000,000 
were taken in 1876 and 1877. 

Mr. KERNAN. Very likely, and I want to come to that. The 
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bonds were in the market. Our executive officers wanted to relio, 

the people from taxation. We asked holders to give up the six per 
cents. and take bonds at 5 and 44 and 4 per cent. interest, and jn joe 
and 1877 they came forward, relying upon our law, and did go, si 

They came forward, I may say, relying also upon the letter this } st 
summer of the Secretary of the Treasury that we would be honest 
and pay gold, the only coin known to our laws. They have take, 
these bonds at these reduced rates of interest, and now the Govern. 
ment is going to say, and this meets the suggestion of my friend 
“You should not have believed that we would keep good faith: eh 
should have believed that there was rising up a cry here to pay on 
debt in cheaper money, and you should not have trusted the bono; 
or honesty of the Government; you should not have relied mw 
Government of the United States to pay in the coin which alone br 
their own laws was legal money when they issued the bonds,” Typ 
men who subscribed for the loans in 1873, 1574, 1875, 1576, and 1s;> 
agreed to take so many bonds, payable in United States coin, py 
the law of the land we could have sued them on their subscriptioys 
and made them pay gold coin to the Government for these bonds 
The fact that there was some clamor or agitation as to silver some. 
where would not help them. We would say, “Gentlemen, you agreeg 
to pay in coin. We have by law declared what is the legal-tender 
coin of the United States, and that is gold coin; and we will compe} 
you to pay your subscriptions for bonds in this coin.” six 

These subscribers for bonds could not have set up successfully as 
a defense that our Government might try to cheat them by there. 
after paying the bonds in a depreciated silver coin; that the remon- 
etizing of silver was agitated in some sections of the country. No: 
I think the suggestion of my friend that all these parties who sub. 
scribed under our laws were bound to pay us gold, and did pay us 
gold, for these bonds greatly strengthens the argument against this 
resolution. They contracted with our Government to take so many 
bonds and pay for them in coin, and that meant our gold coin, and 
they paid us for the bonds in gold coin. Now we are asked to declan 
by this resolution that we will change our laws as to coin and pay 
the bonds to them in depreciated silver coin. Is this the honor and 
good faith that should characterize a Government of a great people? 

Mr. WALLACE. Willthe Senator tell me whether they did practi- 
cally pay in coin, or exchange bonds bearing a higher rate of interest 
for bonds bearifig a lower? 

Mr. KERNAN. As to these last, the $200,000,000 and the §75,- 
000,000, though I have not gone to seek this information officially, | 
understood they did pay in gold or its equivalent, and I suppose they 
did pay all m gold or its equivalent; and when they subscribed for 
end contracted to take our bonds payable in coin—since 1573 I an 
talking about—they would be compelled to pay us gold coin of this 
country or its equivalent; and can we now turn around and say we 
borrowed under our laws, gold coin only was paid for the bonds we 
issued, and now we will change our law and pay you off in depre- 
ciated silver. 

My colleague most kindly suggests to me in answer to the question 
put, suppose the holders gave up bonds at 6 per cent. at their value 
in gold at that time. 

Mr. WALLACE, 


I 


ON the 


That was not coin. 

Mr. KERNAN. It was an article worth so much in gold coin at 
that time. They gave up a piece of property worth so much in gold 
coin, reckoned at its worth in gold coin, and took our bonds in pay 
at par, payable in coin; and do you say we can honestly change our 
laws and not only pay them a lower rate of interest, but make them 
take a depreciated piece of metal, never used in large transactions, 
and pay them off, and say we can hope that just-minded, dispassion- 
ate, impartial men will say we have taken care of the honor and 
credit of our Government as a man would care and should care for 
the purity and character of his wife or mother ? 

I assure you that the outside world and fair men at home looking 
at these laws will say that to pass this resolution is to declare that 
the very gold we have received for our bonds or its equivalent at this 
day shall not be paid back in gold coin although our bonds have been 
negotiated and taken at a lower rate of interest to the great advan- 
tage of our people. It would be cheating the bondholders—for that 
is the word as it seems to me—by paying these bonds in another coin 
depreciated in value, not having the purchasing value of gold, not 
being a coin known to our law for the last five years. We borrowed 
coin according to our own gold standard of value, and then change 
our standard and coin to depreciated silver, and pay the creditor in 
this coin. 

I trust that we shall consider this and come to a conclusion that 
we cannot either honorably or honestly, as man deals with man and 
keeps his contract as it was understood by both at the time, now 
change our laws and make a cheaper metal coin and put it off upon 
our creditors. 

The effect of passing this resolution now, whether in the form of 
declaration or in the form of a law, would be disastrous to confidence 
and credit inthis Government. Iagree with my colleague, if we pass 
it at all, let it not be a sort of expression of opinion, but let us amend 
it, make it a law in form, so that at least the parties who deal with 
us hereafter shall not be cheated or deceived as to the intention of 
our Government. 

This resolution affirms that all the bonds issued or authorized, all 
issued up to this day under these laws promising to pay in coin, may 








\e paid in silver dollars. Nearly five years ago we changed our law 
ood made our gold coin alone our legal-tender coin, and since then 
have borrowed $600,000,000. I do not care whether borrowed this 
vear or last year or any other year since 1873. I deny that we can 
- weither honestly or justly to that good faith and high-toned moral- 
oo whieh every government should practice, change our law and say 
+ the holder “ sell your bonds for what you can get; we are going 
+, return to the silver standard and silver coin; this will depre- 
ciate the value of the bonds, the property we sold for gold and made 
“yay for in gold, which you contracted to pay for in gold, because 
ve was po other coin at that time.” I submit that it would be 
violation “of public faith and in derogation of the just rights of 
» public ereditor” to make any such declaration, to make any such 
\ndicating that our Government is capable of doing any such 
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1 know it is said often in public addresses that the law of 1873 was 
Let us test that cry before the people of this country, of 
| am one, whose interests are to me dear, whom I would desire 
» every just Way to act justly by and for the benefit of. It is said 
that this law was a fraud. If so, who perpetrated the fraud? The 
t of the people of this Republic—their authorized, accredited 
went. Assuming that there was a fraud—I do not say there was, 
for Lam not familiar with the facts—who perpetrated it? Who 
changed the law by the act of February 12,1573? Was it the men 
who loaned the money to our Government on these bonds since that 
time? They were not the agents of the people; but the two Houses 
of Congress and the President were, and they changed the law, and 
as it was fixed in'1873 it stands unaltered to this day. 

If there has becn a wrong, the people of the United States must 
deal with their eyents, not with the persons who on the faith of the 
acts of their ace edited agents loaned money to the Government and 
took bonds. Wé&cannotescape under that claim. An individual ean- 
not, much less czn the Government, authorize an agent to do business, 
and if he by frajd against his principal does an act within the scope 
of his authority; but really in violation of his duty, the principal 
must suffer, but! the party with whom he deals as agent must not 
sufier. It is not ood morality to say that the United States Govern- 
ment can now avoid the effect of the law of 1873, on its contracts 
heretofore made. by charging or proving that the Congress and 
President of 1973 violated their duty in enacting the law of February 
12, 1873. Every people must recognize and carry out the contracts 
and laws made }y its authorized government, if they will preserve the 
character of a high-toned people among the nations of the earth. 
Much more must we stand up to the obligations incurred by us by 
the acts of our Government, our agents acting here before our eyes, 
aud acting at the time without the slightest hint that there was to 
be any attempt to‘insist that it was not proper action by them. 

Now, Mr. President, if we were willing to put this question on the 
narrow ground of self-interest, can we afford to do this for the & or 
10 per cent., if that be the sum which we should make by paying the 
amount of our bonded debt in silver dollars? I am not now speaking 
of the amount we should lose by preventing the funding of our debt 
at a lower rate of interest by this action, I am talking of the charac- 
ter, the credit of a country which should be preserved, and I am ask- 
ing Senators whether, if we could be tempted at all, as I trust and 
believe no such body ever can be, into dealing sharply and inequita- 
bly with the creditor to make money for the Government of the peo- 
ple, can we afford to do this act? We cannot afford to do it for 6 or 
sor 10 per cent. on $1,600,000,000 or $1,700,000,000. No, not for any 
sum of silver or gold, I do not discuss it in that view. No amount of 
money should ever tempt the Government to show a want of that good 
faith which should ever characterize a government in carrying out 
its laws and contracts in reference to loans, upon which laws ‘people 
have relied and acted. 

| trust therefore, Mr. President, that this matter will be examined 
aud this resolution defeated. I shall listen with great attention to 
those who differ and differ honestly with me; but I shall hope and 
believe, for the sake of this Government, for the sake of our suffering 
people, that some seem to think will be benefited by this act, that we 
shall pass no resolution, we shall pass no law which says to those 
who have dealt with our Government and relied on our laws to pay 
them in coin, and we by law, at our own option, elected to make that 
coin gold coin as the only money of our country, and agreed that we 
would pay in that. I trast we shall not be tempted to pass any reso- 
lution or law that would say to the world we are capable at any time 
in View of these facts and these laws of changing our laws, and re- 
couing silver dollars of 4124 grains by the hundred millions, that we 
nay pay them to our creditors instead of the gold dollar that our 
creditors expected to receive, and which have been our only legal 
dollar sinee February 12, 1873. 

The best interest of our people and their Government will be pro 
moted by preserving that uberrima fides which every government 
should exercise in all its dealings. This you can only do as to con- 
tracts by performing them according to their spirit; by living up to 
our laws and contracts as they were fairly understood by the credit- 
ors when they took thé bonds and paid us gold coin or its equivalent 
for them and expected gold coin in repayment. Our duty is to deal 
justly and wisely with the character of our own Government and its 


good name, and doing this we will deal justly and for the best perma- 
nent interest of all our people. 
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The amount that would be saved by the doctrine of this resolution 
is nothing compared with the evils which would come from having a 
credit that would be shaken so that we can no longer fund our bonds 
as we should do and have been doing. At a lower rate of interest our 
bonds would come from abroad to be sold here in consequence of the 
alarm as to what we may do. Let us avoid all this, and let us do that 
which will restore confidence, which will make men of capital and 
men of enterprise have confidence in business, and then that confi- 
dence being restored which is shaken by these discussions in the halls 
of Congress, as I fear very much, you will have again industries re- 
viving, manufactures and all the other branches of industry will 
again be prosecuted and prosperous. In my judgment what the 
country needs to-day is not more money or cheaper money, but we 
need that confidence in asound, stable, unfluctuating currency, which 
will bring out capital, restore confidence to men of energy and enter- 
prise, and encourage the mill-owner and other manufacturers to invest 
capital in business because of their confidence that they will get for 
what they invest at least as good a currency as they invest. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, I shall not attempt to-day to enter 
into an elaborate argument of this question—— 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Pennsylvania yields to me for a 
moment, and Ithank him for allowing me to make an explanation of 
a question I put to the Senator from New York. I do not propose to 
make a speech on this subject. Iam too new a man here to hope 
either to convince the Senate of the correctness of my views or to 
change or influence a single vote. But Lasked the Senator from New 
York a question which he seemed to think had nothing in it, as to 
the amount of silver coinage of the United States. He stated the 
fact to be that there had been only $5,045,000 coined, when I sug- 
gested to him—— 

Mr. KERNAN. Silver dollars I said. 

Mr. BECK. I meant silver dollars; when I suggested to him that 
there had been coined since 1874, from 1874 to 1877, sixteen and one- 
half millions of what were known as trade dollars, which I thought 
it was fair to suggest was part of the silver coinage. 

Mr. KERNAN. No, they were not legal-tenders, but mere tokens. 

Mr. BECK. I understand; and therefore the suggestion was re- 
garded as being worth nothing. Now, I assert that it is evidence of 
the fact that but for the circumstance that silver was demonetized 
in 1873, we should not only have issued over twenty-four and a half 
millions of silver dollars as we have done, but the chances are that 
we should have doubled that amount of silver coinage but for the 
demonetizing act. Why do 1 say so? Because Congress made the 
trade-dollar contain 420 grains, and the legal-tender dollar only con- 
tained 412} brains; and if with 420 grains required to make the trade- 
dollar we still coined sixteen and a half millions since 1873, it is fair 
to assume that if we had been allowed to coin the old dollar at 4124 
grains we should have coined a great deal more. That, together 
with the immense coinage of half dollars, which up to 1873 reached 
one hundred and eighteen millions, and the half dollars, were till 1853 
full legal-tenders, shows that there was something in the suggestion 
I made which the Senator from New York seemed to regard as being 
of no value, which was that but for the demonetization of silver the 
coinage of silver would have been greatly increased. 

While I am on the floor I want to say one thing, and I say it with 
all respect to the Senator from New York, that it is the first time that 
I ever heard a democrat on this floor, or on the floor of the other 
House, rise and defend all the acts that have been done by the repub- 
lican majority relative to coinage and relative to money, and clamor 
that the faith of the nation was involved in the maintenance of every 
act they have done. There have been many acts done that I deny 
that the people of the country are obliged to maintain longer than 
till they have the power to reverse them; and many of those acts 
that have been done have been done against the protest of the whole 
democratic party. 

Mr. ALLISON. Will the Senator yield to me for a moment ? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLISON. DoI understand the Senator to intimate that the 
democratic party opposed, as a political organization, the demonetiza- 
tion of silver in 1873? Was that a party question ? 

Mr. BECK. I have no doubt they did, so faras they understood it. 

Mr. ALLISON. I have not the slightest knowledge that the dem- 
ocrats opposed it. 

Mr. BECK. When the silver bill is taken up for discussion I hope 
to be heard upon this question as to how it was demonetized ; but I 
say this now in answer to the question—and the records of Congress 
show—that when the bill demonetizing silver was pending in the 
House of Representatives, on the 23th of May, 1872, and the gentle- 
man who then had charge of it brought it up within two days of the 
final adjournment as a substitute for a previous bill which had been 
partly but never fully read, that bill having been up on the 9th day 
of April, 1872, when the question was put to him by divers gentlemen, 
(aud the record will bear me out,) he said that it made no change in 
the coinage, and relying on his statement that bill never was read, but 
was passed in the House of Representatives without any man not 
privately advised knowing what it contained. 

Mr. ALLISON. Yes; but, Mr. President, that bill was debated in 
this body, and there was no partisan division with reference to that 
bill in this body. 

Mr. BECK. Let me say, in answer to that, that the bill was de- 
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bated at the third session of the Forty-second Congress in this body, 
brought up by the present Secretary of the Treasury. The debate 
will be found at the close of the first part and the beginning of the 
second part of the ¢ ongressional Globe for the third session of the 
Forty-second Congress, and the whole debate was upon the coinage 
charge Not one word was said in that debate as to the demonetiza- 
tion of silver. Senators will I hope read it for themselves, and they 
willtind the factto beasI stateit. Mr. Casserly, of California, insisted 
that we were to have an immense silver coinage; he stated what 
Nevada was then producing— > and the present 
Secretary of the Treasury insis'ed on having * In God we trust” in- 
serted on the face of the coins instead of the eagle, which was there 
before and which he said foreigners did not understand. He thought 
such a dollar would float as far as the silver coin of the foreign na- 
tious known as the Latin Union would ; that was, all over the world. 
Was there a word said as to demonetizing silver in thatdebate? Not 
me, unless I have overlooked it, and I have read it with some care. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is not the point Imake. That bill was pend 
ing in the Senate for a considerable time. It was printed in the 
Senate. If it had been objected to by democratic Senators, a full 
und complete opportunity was given to democratic Senators to object 
toit. Therefore it was passed without partisan division and without 
partisan debate. 

Mr. BECK. I say that debate shows that no man claimed that 
that bill sought the demonetization of silver, and the record will 
show the fact that the present Secretary of the Treasury avowed that 
the object was to make a silver dollar that would float, to use hisown 
expression, all over the world coextensive with the silver dollar of | 
France, of Switzerland, and of the nations composing the Latin 
Union. Therefore | insist that it was not demonetized by the intelli 
gent action of the representatives of the people. 

Mr. KERNAN. It was distinctly charged by the Senator that I 
acted in some Way improperly 

Mr. BECK. Oh, no! 

Mr. KERNAN. In referring to the demonetization of silver. 
allow me to say a word in justice, 
coinage question. 


320,000,000 annually 


Now 
I was not discussing the silver 
1 was discussing a resolution which declares that 
it is right to pay these bonds in the dellar of 4124 grains of silver, 
and I called attention to all of them that had ever been coined, 

One other thing. J have not said one word which could make my 
friend think one way or the other as to whether I approve these laws | 
or not. I argued on the acts of our Government, the authorized 
Government ; whether it was done by both parties or by either | 
party makes no difference to the outsider. I said the Government | 
had made certain laws and the honor and the necessity of that Goy- 
ernment and this American people, whether their Government was in 
charge of the same party or any other, was bound, as against the men 
that trusted to our agents and our Government, to keep faith with 
them. I said nothing about what was wise or not wise. I said that 
the Goverument having taken certain action by its laws and said to 
the world so and so, we cannot now declare that we will undo that, | 
even if it were wrong, and thus wrong the creditors 6 or 8 or 10 per 
cent. of the face of their bonds. 

Mr. BECK. Ido not propose to deprive the Senator from New | 
York of the benefit of his statement, for whatever it is worth, and 
therefore do not propose to reply to it. He knows what be said, and 
let it stand. But I say that all the legislation of this country for the 
last twelve years has been absolutely in favor of the rich against the 
poor, in favor of dead capital against active industry, and that the 
effort now made to prevent us from restoring what was the legal 
coin of the country at the time the great bulk of the debt was con- | 
tracted is anti-democratic. To go back a little, I say that when the | 

4) bonds were issued in 1862 they were made payable upon their | 
face in the legal-tender notes of the country. Every legal-tender 
note had written across its back the statement that “ this note is 
receivable at its face-value for all debts, public and private, except 
interest upon the public debt and custom dues;” and when the 
republican party in 1569, which the gentleman says the faith of the | 
United States is pledged to maintain—I think I quote his exact Jan- 
guage there—undertook to say that the principal of these bonds was | 
payable in gold, they undertouk to do what no legislative body had 
aright todo. It was the duty of the courts and in the power of the 
courts alone to construe what the meaning of the existing laws on 
this subject was. Chancellor Kent, Judge Cooley, every writer on 
constitutional law,so holds. When that act was passed it converted 
a domesticdebt into a foreign debt, added over $500,000,000 to the bur- 
den of the taxpayers of this country ; and when silver is now 8 per 
cent., as itis said to be, below gold, the actof demonetizing it not only 
added & per cent. to the bonded debt of the country, but it added 8 per 
cent. to all the debts of the country: Federal, State, corporate, mu- 
nicipal, and private. The Government of the United States to-day 
owes over 52,000,000,000, Poore’s Railroad Manual, issued not long | 
ago, shows that the railroad bonds outstanding are over $2,000,000,000. 
The debts of States and of the cities within the States are over | 
$1,000,000,000. The debts of the other corporations and individual 
debts amount to over $2,000,000,0000 more, to say nothing of the 
debts of national banks, making over $7,000,000,000, half of which is | 
held in foreign countries. 

Eight per cent. on our indebtedness is $560,000,000 ; and when the 
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bonds of the United States (to go back a little further) were jy, 
as they were with the legal-tender notes of the country at par jy, 
bonds bearing 6 per cent. interest in gold were given to the ine 7 he 
bought them, and they were authorized as national bankers cae 
0 per cent. of what passed as money in their own names, hic} = 
preciated the legal-tender notes of the country as much as that yy.) 
more fegal-tender notes would, it entailed a burden of 
$22,000,000 a year more on the taxpayers of the country, ma} 
the last ten years $220,000,000, I repeat $500,000,000 were wr, 
imposed upon the country by the act of 1866. Five hundred q) 
sixty millions, being 8 per cent. difference between silver ani wo), 
the demonetizing act, and $220,000,000 in the last ten years, | 
amount of taxation added by allowing the national bankers to, 
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| credit of the Government in issuing their notes instead of the Goyer, 


ment doing it itself, make $1,280,000,000, a sum many millions lates 
than was required to pay all the expenditures of the Governyey; 
from the day Washington was inaugurated up to and including ¢h, 
year 1856, embracing the expenditures for the wars with Great Brit 
ain and Mexico and all the pensions that were paid in consequene 
of both of them. 

And now we are told that the faith of the country is pledged to 
stand by every one of these and similar things. I deny it. The 
meager minority on this side of the Chamber has swelled to its pres 
ent proportions and the power in the other House has passed to thy 
democratic side because they have pledged themselves in their plat. 
forms and everywhere else, whenever they shall have power, to legis. 
late no longer in the interest of bondholders and capitalists, but to 
arrange the taxation of the country so that its wealth shall bear its 
proper proportion of burdens, instead of the poverty and labor being 
as now taxed almost exclusively. 

I am of those who believe this resolution is right, because it is try: 
I believe that it is a step in the right direction. I feel assured that 
to force resumption in January, 1879, without making preparation fo 
it by relieving burdens and restoring commerce is calculated aud jp. 
tended to still further depress the industries of the country for the 
benefit of the men who hold the bonds and other obligations of the 
people, that the present system of tariff taxation is now so adjusted 
as to put the money derived from taxation into the pockets of the 
1 am convinced that then 
must be a readjustment of all these things and that legal-tender 
notes must be received for all purposes before resumption is possil)|: 

I ask the Senate if the silver dollar had not been demonetized, 
with over seven thousand millions of debt hanging upon this country, 
with all its industries depressed, with the property of the people r 
duced, because of contraction and the approach to specie resumption 
from 25 to 33 per cent., if there is a man in this Senate who would 
to-day, because silver was lower than gold, vote to demonetize silver 
I answer, not one. No man would dare to go before the people wh 
had so voted and ask re-election in the face of the laws recited in this 
resolution, which show that even by the act of 1969 gold and silver 
coin of the then standard value were put upon an equality ; that by 
the act of 1870 it was declared that the bonds then issued might lx 
paid in the then silver coin of its then standard value ; and the act of 
1875 recited the same fact upon its face. In view of these laws, who, 
I ask, would now propose that the people of this country should lx 
deprived of the right of paying their debts in either the gold orsilve 
coin of the standard value existing at this time? I assert, no Seva- 
tor would dare to go before his people to-day and ask re-election after 
he had voted to demonetize silver under existing circumstances; aud 
as he would not, and as that was the coin on which the great portion 
of these bonds were issued, in which all the railroad debts were con- 
tractedsin which the debts of corporations were contracted, in which 
nine-tenths of the debts now outstanding all over the country, State, 
Federal, municipal, corporate, and private were contracted, there is 
no injustice in declaring that we have the right to pay in that same 


| standard silver coin. 


But I beg pardon of my friend from Pennsylvania. I rose to make 
an explanation and have been drawn off a little further than | ex- 
I will reserve what I may say till the silver bill comes up. 
I had no idea when I rose that I would occupy more than a minute 


| or two, and I have not pretended to speak to the merits of the ques- 


tion further than to deny that we are in any manner bound, either by 
good faith or otherwise, to support past legislation in the interest 0! 
bondholders against the interest of the great mass of the people. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Semator permit me to say a few words 10 
reference to the manner in which the bill of 1873 was passed? 

Mr. WALLACE. I shall occupy the floor but a very few minutes, 
if the Senator from Massachusetts will pardon me. : 

Mr. DAWES. I should like now to reply to what has fallen from 
the Senator from Kentucky, if it will not disoblige the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WALLACE. The Senator may proceed. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] has taken 
up a charge which has frequently been made in the country, and 1 
have no doubt is believed by some, that there was something wrong 
about the passage of the bill which demonetized silver in 1°73, that 
by some improper action of the gentleman having charge of that bill, 
without the law-making power either in the House or the Seat 
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ierstanding its real meaning, and without any intent on their part, 
ndersté 5 ° ° ° ° ° 

he I id effected the demonetization of the silver dollar without their 

tsar aware of it, and that that fact was not discovered until re- 
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aan Out here with some $500,000 of money to use (as the phrase 


where it would do the most good and in the interest of the de- 
monetization of silver. i D 
+ that time and has been here since, was given for the purpose of 


viding : 
the statute-book was put there by some improper means. As the 


ember in the House of Representatives to whose door this charge 
at innot defend his own memory, perhaps the Senator from Penn- 
clyania will bear with me while I say a few words upon that point. 

There never was a charge so void of foundation and so exhibiting 
the want of examination on the part of those who make it as the 


al 


charge that, without knowing what was in that bill and with the | 


and with the idea that the bill still continued the silver 


purpose 


dollar of 412} grains as the dollar of the currency of the country, it | 
was passed by Congress, unless it be the charge, equally groundless, | 
that that man came over here with money to induce Congress to pass | 1 reulatic 
ile | grains, by reason of its Dullion or intrinsic value being greater than its nomina 


that bill. The man whose name is used in that connection is a man 
who was then and has ever been in favor of the silver dollar and of 
the bimetallic system, and has been delivering lectures in this coun- 
try in favor of the very object that this bill when it became a law 
controverted; and yet I saw within three days the name of this man 
who in England and in this country is spending his time trying to 
convince the business public that the silver dollar ought to be re- 
stored, and never ought to have been extinguished as a part of our 
currency, used in eonnection with a statement that he came over here 
and with money in his pocket exercised undue influence over the 
legislation of Congress in order to effect the very opposite of that 
for which he is now and was then striving. 

The bill that demonetized the silver dollar was drawn in the Treas- 
ury Department in 1870. It did not become a law till 1873. It was 
reported in this branch in the winter of 1870 from the Finance Com- 
mittee, and in the very first report and in the very first print of the 
bill the old silver dollar was demonetized and reduced to a subsidiary 
coin containing only 334 grains. It was in pursuance of a report 
from the Comptroller of the Currency in which he recommended pre- 
cisely that same thing in print. It went through various stages in 
that Congress, and in every stage it was reprinted, and in every 
reprint of it was contained the provision demonetizing the silver 
dollar. It did not become a law during that Congress. It was re- 
ported in the next Congress, containing that very same provision 
demonetizing or reducing to a subsidiary. coin the old silver dollar of 
{12} grains; and when it passed this branch and went to the other 
House it was reprinted again. In all it was reprinted twelve times, 
and I submit to the Senator from Kentucky that in every one of 
those twelve reprints of that bill the old dollar that had been there- 
tofore coined was demonetized and extinguished. The Comptroller 
of the Currency in his second report upon the subject called atten- 
tion to the fact and gave the reason. When the bill was reported in 
the other branch for consideration there it was first introduced by a 
distinguished member from Pennsylvania. Upon that occasion that 
member called the attention of the House to the fact that it demon- 
etized the silver dollar. It went to the proper committee in the 
House and was in due time reported and reprinted, and in that 
reprint was contained the provision that extinguished this dollar. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me 
to interrupt him ? 
Representatives, of which we were both members at the time when 
the committee having charge of that bill reported it, they reported 
a substitute, and that although it was demanded that the substitute 
should be read, the Speaker announced that the previous question 
having beendemandedit could not beread; andalthough Mr. Holman, 
of Indiana, and Mr. Brooks, of New York, demanded that the substi- 
tute should be read, the Speaker of the House announced that it could 
not be read; and it never was read, and was passed without any mem- 
ber of the House knowing a line or a word in it, without its ever 
being read or printed ? 

Mr. DAWES. There is nothing so commendable in this world as 
patience ; it relieves us of a great deal of trouble; and when I get 


what was dene then, the Senator from West Virginia shall have 
an opportunity to call my attention to it. 
Mr. HEREFORD. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him 


for about three minutes to read from the Congressional Globe what 
did take place ? 


Mr. DAWES. 


self. If the Senator prefers now to address the Senate—— 
Mr. HEREFORD. No, sir. 


Mr. DAWES. My purpose is to state the fact that every man who 


had a desire to know what was in that bill had more than the usual | 


opportunity to know what was in it; and it is more than can be said 
of almost any bill that has become a law that had, as I have said, 
twelve reprints, and in every one of them the old silver dollar of the 
currency and of the legal tender was extinguished and reduced to a 
subsidiary coin of 384 grains. 


I have heard it said that a foreigner, whose name was given, | 


The name of this foreigner, who was here | 


- strength to the charge that this law as it now stands upon | 


jaid, was a Representative from my own State, and is now dead | 





Is he not aware of the fact that in the House of | 


| the beginning and throughout 





Upon the day that the bill was con- | 
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sidered in the House my then colleague, (Mr. Hooper,) in discussing 
section by section the provisions of the bill, used this language: 

Thus far the section is a re-enactment of existing laws— 

I read his words— 

In addition, it declares the gold dollar of 25.8 grains of standard gold to be the unit 
of value, gold practically having been in this country for many years the standard 
or measure of value, as itis legally in Great Britain and most of the European 
countries. The silver dollar, wnich by law is now the legally-declared unit of 
value, does not bear a correct relative proportion to the gold dollar. Being worth 
intrinsically about $1.03 in gold it cannot circulate concurrently with the gold 
coins. * * * The committee, after careful consideration, concluded that 25.8 
grains of standard gold constituting the gold dollar should be declared the money 
unit or metallic representative of the dollar of account 

Again, he said: 

Section 16 re-enacts the provisions of existing laws defining the silver coins and 
their weights, respectively, except in relation to the silver dollar, which is reduced 
in weight from 412} to 384 grains; thus making it— 

Iam giving you the language addressed to the House of Representa- 
tives by the man whois charged with having obtained legislation extin- 
guishing the dollarof 4124 grains without the knowledge of the House— 

Thus making it a subsidiary coin in harmony with the silver coins of less denom- 
ination, to secure its concurrent circulation with them. The silver dollar of = 


valne, long since ceased to be a coin of circulation, and is melted by manufacturers 
of silver-ware. It does not circulate now in commercial transactions with any 
country. 


Here, sir, he discussed the silver dollar with the bill before him; 
told the House just exactly where it had been placed in all the twelve 
prints of that bill; and the gentleman from Pennsylvania upon the 


| committee who reported the bill in the first place, and turned it over 


to my then colleague to be managed in the House—I mean a Repre- 
sentative of one of the Philadelphia districts, the oldest member of 
the present House, [Mr. KELLEY ]—called attention to the same fact, 
and said that he wanted to go further than that bill; said that he 
wanted to follow the example of England and make the gold dollar, 
as in England, the absolute and only unit. I will read what that 
gentleman said: 

This bill is a mere codification. There are one or two things in this bill, I will 
say tothe gentleman from New York, with his permission, which I personally 
wouid like to modify; that is to say, I would like to follow the example of Eng- 
land, and make a wide difference between our silver and gold coinage. But as I 
was charged with a bill that looked only to the codification of the mint laws, or 
mainly that, I did not feel it well to interject into that bill any of my own peculiar 
ideas. I would have liked to have made the gold dollar uniform with the French 
system of weights, taking the gramme asthe unit. I have expressed myself very 
earnestly on that subject, but I did not feel that I could impress my persoual views 
on a general law, and therefore I preferred, as I introduced yesterday a resolation 
touching the silver coin, to have this question come up as an independent ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me to say 
aword? The Senator from Massachusetts will recollect that I have 
not said a word about the history of the demonetizing bill, except in 
response to questions from the Senator from lowa. When he asked 
me certain questions, I a.swered them according to my recollection 
of the record; but when the silver bill comes up I hope to be ale to 
show by the record that the bill as passed never was reac in the 
House and that the gentleman having charge of it distinctly avowed 
that it made no change in the law. Now, will the Senator from Mas 
sachusetts answer me who that distinguished gentleman was that he 
referred to as some Englishman who had taken part in this bill and 
who was opposed to this thing ? 

Mr. DAWES. The distinguished Englishman to whom I referred, 
who was charged with having come over here to de precisely the op 
posite of what he did, was Ernest Seyd. 

Mr. BECK. I observe, if the gentleman will allow me, that on the 
9th day of April, 1572, when the bill was read up to its sixth section 
and laid aside and never taken up again, the gentleman from Massa 
chusetts (Mr. Hooper) remarked : 

The bill was prepared two years ago, and has been submitted to careful! and delib- 
erate examination. It has the approval of nearly all the mint experts of the coun- 
try, and the sanction of the Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Ernest Seyd, of Lon- 
don, a distinguished writer, who has given great attention to the subject of mints 
and coinage, after examining the first draught ofthe bill, furnished many valuable 
suggestions which have been incorporated in this bill. 

I suppose he is the same person. 

Mr. DAWES. There is no donbt about that fact; but that does 


| not quite go to thegpoint that he approved of the demonetization of 
to the last day of the consideration of the bill, if I omit to state | the silver dollar in 


| earnestly, openly, publicly protesting and urging against it. 


face of the fact that he was at the same time 
Mr. President, my desire was to show to the Senate that this bill in 
all its stages was intended to demone- 


tize the silver dollar; that the discussion of the question of the silver 


| dollar in the bill and what the bill provided in respect to the silver 
I propose to read from the Congressional Globe my- | 


dollar was open, free. Another member of the same committee, from 
Michigan, whose name has now escaped me, called attention more 


| explicitly than either of these members to the actual condition of the 


silver dollar in that bill. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Stoughton. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Stoughton. Now, it is true, Mr. President, that 
after this discussion to which I have alluded, upon the next day a 
substitute with the sanction of the committee was offered by my then 
colleague, and that passed without being read. 

Mr. BECK. Not the next day; six weeks afterward. 
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Mr. DAWES. 


The next day that the bill was under discussion the 


bill was recommitted to the committee; and it was brought back 
from the committee; and on the very day on which it was brought 
back, just at the close of the session, it was brought back as a sub 
stitute for the original bill, and the difference between the substi- 
tute and origina) bill was just this: The subsidiary dollar of 34 
grains was left out of the bill which finally passed. The old dollar 


of 4124 grains was never in the bill, unless I have been misinformed 
and have examined the records to no purpose. The reasons for the 
design of the bill to extinguish that old dollar were given; whether 


sound or not Iam not going to trespass further on the indulgence ot 
the Senator from Pennsylvania to discuss for a moment; but the 
reasons given. Everybody that cared to listen to the bill knew 
that if bill passed in that shape the old dollar of 4124 grains 
would toexist. When the bill came back thecommittee thought 
that a subsidiary dollar reduced in value to oa grains was of no use, 
and they left it out. The charge that the old dollar thus passed out 
of the currency of the country by any artifice or without the know]- 
edge of those who passed the bill, is a mistake, and does great in- 
justice living and dead, who managed the bill and presented 
it to both branches of Congress and by whose efforts it became a law. 
lam very much obliged to the Senator from Pennsylvania. 


were 
t he 


case 


to those, 


Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, I shall not trespass npon the time 
of the Senate to-night so far as to gointothe general argument that 
hears upon the silver bill, but shall confine myself as directly as I 
may to the real question at issue in this resolution, which is whether 
the bonds of the Government are, legally and morally, payable in 
the silver dollar? 

We are to remember, when we attempt to enter upon the consider- 

tion of this question, that the Government had a double standard 
of coinage from 1792 to 1873. There can be no question about that. 
Phere were both silver and gold coins. The silver dollar was by law 
thie t of value and the money of account. The law bases all Treas- 
Ir muotsupon this. As late as 1549 the gold dollar was given 
pl sa coin of the Government. With this legal and practical 
situation, we come to the period of the war during which the Gov- 
ernment is d a large number of the bonds upon which this issue 
wrises and for which the faith of the Government was pledged to pay 





that indebtedness in coin. 

That pledee was to pay in the coin of the Government of the 
Uni tate That coin was both gold and silver coin. There can 
be no gu on about these propositions. The Government held for 
itself in every statute the option to pay in either coin. From 1853 
to 1873 sily is practically driven out of the country by the fact 
that it was undervalued in the coinage laws as compared with gold. 
It stood here at a higher rate than gold: and in the markets of the 
world, in London, it stood at a higher rate than gold; that is, during 
ill those years one hundred cents in gold would not buy one hundred 
cents in lver This fact is found by reference to the tables. Hence 
when silver is named or implied from the word “coin” in the bonds 
and in the laws authorizing them from 1861 forward it was a more 
valuable metal than the gold coin, which was in fact the money 
nsed, so far as any metallic coin was used, in governmental transac- 
tions. That silver was not in use in all those vears was not by reason 
of its cheapness, but because that it was more valuable than gold 
both here and in England, and it continued so until 1873. We thus 
had “coin” named in the law and the bonds. We had the practical 


that gold, a 
il, and that 


silver co 


tact che aper me tal, had driven out silver, the dearer 


met when the word coin was used it meant both gold and 
inh. 


Now we come to the effect of this upon the bonds issued. It seems 


to me both a legal and a logical result that the bonds thus issued by 
the Federal Government, payable in coin, were payable at our option 
either in gold or silver coin, and that if silver had appreciated and 





| pleasure of the United States, after the Ist day of July, 1907, in ev 
| valu 





gold depreciated we might have exercised and could still exercise 
our option to pay in gold. If this be true, where is the immorality 
of exercising ouroption now to pay those bonds in silver. As to those 
bonds, there was no act of glemonetization to base an argument upon. 

We come to the re-funding act of July 14,1870. What were its 
yr sions? They are expressed in terms as distinct and emphatic 
as anything can be. It provides: 

I 1 cret of the Treasury is hereby authorged to issue, ina sum or 
8 t ‘ in the aggregate $200,000,000, coupons or registered bonds of 

I in such formas he may prescribe, and of denominations of $50, 

s ip I at redeemable in coin of the present standard value, at 
hey ‘ he Unit tates, after ten years from the date of their issue, and 
Le l i emi-<annually in such coin, at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
mri 

Also $300,000, 06 f four and a half per cents and a thousand mill- 
hon of four percents, all of which were to be payable in cein of the 
then pr nt ‘ rd value. Then we find that the law at that 
time tixed the standard value of the gold dollar at 25.8 grains and 
the standard value of the silver dollar at 4124 grains and that the | 
silver dollar was then the undisputed unit of value, and upon this 
basis of law and fact the Government took the option in the act of 
in70 that then existed in every bond which was then outstanding 
bearing the seal of the United States upon it, in our own country oi 
in Europe, to pay either in silver dollars of 4124 grains or in gold dol 
lars of 25.8 grains. It is inevitable that this conclusion must be 
reached from a consideration of this statute and of the then existi 


facts. 


| say that we shall cross the 













































































a , 
Now we find what eise? In that very section this: 
And the said bonds shall have set forth and expressed upon their face; 
specified conditions ; 


What conditions? The conditions that they are payabl 
of the standard value of 1°70, both principal and interent 
words and conditions are set forth and expressed upon the f 
bond itself. I have one here. I read from it. 
1277, and it isa 4 per cent. bond and reads: 


The United States of 


face 


It is dated J 


America are indebted to the bearer in the sum of 
This bond in accordance with the provisions of an act of ( 
entitled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” any, 
14. 1870, as amended by an act approved January 20, 1871, and is redee 
L of th 
of the United States on said July 14, 1870, with interest in aa ¢ 
day = the date hereof at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, payable ; 
the Ist day of October, January, April, and July in each year The 
ade rest are exempt from the pay ment of all taxes or duties of the TU 
as well as from taxation in any form by or under State, municipal, or local 


WASHINGTON, July I 


is issued , 


Here is the contract written in the law and printed in the bond 
every one of the bonds that my friend from New York referred ; 
the $592,000,000 issued since February 12, 1 is found the exyprss 
provision that the contract is that we may pay these bonds in s 
dollars of 4124 grains, or in gold dollars of 25.8 grains, and not 
these but all others issued under the act of 1870. and yet, in the 
of the law and of the express contract that these men made wit}, 
Government—men who are not simple, men who know what they a 
about, men who handle millions of money— in the face of this 
plain contract, these gentlemen who own the debt say to thos 
are to pay it, you are repudiators; you are attempting to cheat; 
will destroy the morality of the Republic. 

The public press teems with assaults on all who in their repres 
ative capacity differ with them and dare to say “ Here is the lette 
the law; here is your contract; the rights of our people are inv: 
in this question, and we demand that you shall stand by the 
of the contract.” We who say we abide by the contract are termed 
repudiators, cheats, and immoral people, who pay in cheap mon 
Upon whose shoulders ought to fall these epithets? We sin 
“Sir, you made a contract with the Government of the United stat: 
when silver was above one hundred cents on the dollar, and when leg 
tender notes were far below the gold dollar in value, and you paid { 
your bond under that contract in those legal-tender 
we propose to pay you in the coin that by “ths it contract you g 
the option to pay in, in silver coin of the standard value tha 
contract provided we might pay.” Is there anything wrong i 
Is there a want of puplie morality in this? Is there a want ot co 
honesty in it? Why, sir, it seems to me that such state: 
utter perversions of terms and an unwarranted attack upo 
who seek only to take care of the rights of the Government 
the people under a contract unambiguous on its face. 

But, says the Senator from New York, in 1873 came 
changed the terms of the contract, which provided that the 
value should henceforth be a gold dollar, and that the Govern 
having changed itsstandard and made a gold dollar the unit of va 
that notwithstanding the fact that we had a contract outstand 
which gave the Government the option to pay and the bon rt 

right todemand silver dollars of 4124 grains, yet that one ofthe parties 
tothe contract could and had changed that contract. Not so, sir. | 
the contrary, thereis nonewcontract ; there is the letter of the la 
thereare the words of the contract and the bond, and we must 
them. But, in 1873 the Government of the United States, a sovereig 
with power tocoin money and regulate the valuethereof, with; 
silver as the only legal-tender coin of the country, as I belis 
alw: ays have be lie ved, the sovere ign, pe assed of undoubted 

eignty in this regard, undertakes to change its measure o! 
Assume that the law was proper, that there was no wrong 
priety in its passage, the standard of value was changed by th 

Now, how does that affect these gentlemen who held t 
prior thereto or subsequently? Iturn again to thestatute of 
I find that the first of these bonds, the five percents, mat 
years after their date; the next, the four-and-a-half percent 
teen years, and the next, the four percents, in thirty yea! 
the gentlemen who hold these bonds, who have this cot 
the law and the bond payable ten, fifteen, or thirty yea 
bridge before we get to the 

right to say to us that it is a want ot 
ality to say you will not pay your bonds due in 19 
named therein. How absurd is such a proposition. Wha 
has a creditor of a solvent debtor to make such an att 
take care that our sovereignty is not impaired in this 0 
have the right to change the standard of value and mak« 
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a statute wl 


ode 
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say they have the 








value gold or silver alternately two or three times bet 

that time. It is our right and our power, and it does 

mouths of those who hold these bonds to say a word on 

until their day of payment comes. It is for us, the sove! 
declare what shall be the measuré of values, and if we do itt 
live years before their first bond matures, it is not for them to: 
us With lax morality. If they get their money when their | 
tures in the kind of coin or in the standard of value that it w 


must be content; that is their right, no more and 


sir, is all this ery about repudiation worth anything? 


1570 they 


But, 
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ear silver has stood in the markets in London at 991. In Decem- 
at teat the Director of the Mint in his report shows you that it 
od there at 993; in January at 98}. It has tended downward a 
this vear and upward the other part of the year and is now 
iting ; and yet because to-day it is below the rate that these 
1 say it ought to be at when they are to get their money, 
vears after this, if you please, therefore the people of the 
1 od States through their representatives cannot say, ** We can and 
we will change our standard of value and we may and we ought to 
declare that the silver dollar of 412} grains is justly, morally, and 
nen pavable upon this indebtedness !” 
‘Mr. President, lL had not intended to go into the general subject. 
save said all I propose to say on this question. My only purpose 
was to assert the proposition that the contract was, and is written 
the bond, that the holders thereof are to take coin of the stand- 
ard value of 1870; therefore that the law and the bond themselves 
both speak directly and emphatically this legal result. They agreed 
to it and they eannot now evade that contract. It is not for them to 
a hat it isa want of public morality to declare that the metal 
which in 1870, when their contract was made, was worth more than 
one hundred cents in gold shall not be paid to them when their bond 
matures. I can say to the Senator from Ohio, however, in regard to 
this resolution, that it seems to me it ought not to be passed until a 
full discussion is had of this question by every one who may seek 
Itseems to me that our attitude upon this 








or desire t » discuss if. 
whole question is capable of full, perfect, and complete vindica- 
tion, and that we ought to give to the country from our places here 
all the light we can before making the declaration, which I think is 
the logical result of the law and of the contract and of the rights 
nd the wants of this people. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, on last Thursday the Senate by a 


very large vote assigned this day for the consideration of the silver 
pill. I trust now that the Senator from Ohio [Mr. MatrHEews] and 
ither gentlemen who are interested in this resolution will allow it to 


laid aside in order that we may take up the regular business of 

I think that the whole question can as well be debated 

apon the bill reported by the Committee on Finance as upon the res- 

olution proposed by the Senator from Ohio. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the proposition of 

nator from Iowa? 

MATTHEWS. I trust that will not be done. 1 think it is 

to proceed with the discussion on this resolution and dispose 

f it,and then take up the silver bill. 

Mr. ALLISON. If it is necessary, I will make the motion to lay 
this resolution until the Bland silver bill, so called, of the 

resentatives, is disposed of. 

RESIDENT. The Senator from Iowa moves that the 
x resolution be postponed until the Bland silver bill, so called, 

3 cis} ed OT, 

Mr. MATTHEWS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and hays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 


the roll. 


t} dat 





Honse of Rep 
ICE-] 


Mr. OGLESBY, (when his name was called.) I take it there is no 
creat dilference between the resolution and the bill, and I vote “ nay.” 
he roll-eall was concluded. 
Mr. WALLACE, (after having voted in the affirmative.) Since I 
ted Senators inform me that they desire to speak tothe resolution, 
d I change my vote to “ nay.” 
rhe result was announced-yeas 1%, nays 43; as follows: 


YEAS—12. 


Allison Christiancy, Kellogg, Patterson 
Bla Conkling, Kirkwood Roilins 
th Dawes, Mitchell Saunders, 
de Dorsey Morrill, 
( Hamlin, Paddock 
NAYS—43. 
Eaton, Jones of Florida, Morgan 
Eustis, Jones of Nevada Oglesby, 
Garland, Kernan, Plumb, 
Gordon, Lamar Saulsbury 
Grover, McCreery, Spencer, 
n of Pa Harris, McDonald, Thurman, 
1of Wis Hereford, Me Millan, Voorhees, 
‘ Hill, McPherson, Wadleigh, 
Coke Howe, Matthews Wallace 
of Illinois Ingalls, Maxey, Whyte. 
fW. Va Johnston, Merrimon, 
ABSENT—15. 
Dennis, Randolph, Teller, 
mg Edmunds, Ransom, Windom, 
Ferry, Sargent, Withers. 
Hoar, Sharon, 


‘othe motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. WHYTE. Inasmuch as this subject is one of such importance 
‘© The country and ought to be fully discussed before any vote is 
taken, other gentlemen being desirous of speaking upon the measure, 
I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senator to withdraw that and allow me 


( 


= make a motion to proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ess, 


Mr. WHYTE. 


With pleasure. 
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Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

rhe question being put, there were on adivision—ayes 33, noes 20. 

Mr. PLUMB. L ask for the yeas and nays. 

rhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (when his name was called.) I am paired with 
the Senator from Iowa on my left [Mr. Kirkwoop] upon this resolu- 
tion, and I presume from the way the vote is being taken that he 
would vote against going into executive session, and so I beg leave 
not to vote, 

Ihe roll-eall was concluded. 

Mr. INGALLS, (after having first voted in the negative.) The Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. SARGENT] left the Chamber a short time 
since, being ill, and requested me to pair with him on the silver ques- 
tion. I understood him to mean that I should pair with him in case 
a vote came either on the resolution or the bill; but inasmuch as he 
may have desired me to abstain from voting on subsidiary questions, 
I will withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 34, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—34. 


Anthony Conkling Howe Paddock 
Bailey Davis of W. Va. Johnston, Randolph 
Bayard Dawes Jones of Florida, Rollins, 
Beck, Dennis, Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
Blaine, Dorsey, Kernan Saunders, 
Booth Eustis Mc Millan W adleigh, 
Burnside, Garland Mitchell Whyte. 
Cameron of Wis., Hamlin Morgan, 
Cok Harris, Morrill 
NAYS—26 

Allison Davis of Dlinois McCreery Spencer, 
Barnum, Eaton McDonald Teller, 
Bruce, Ferry Matthews Thurman, 
Cameron of Pa Grover, Maxey V oorhees, 
Chaffee Hereford, Oglesby, Wallace 
Christianey Jones of Nevada Patterson 
Cockrell Lamar Plumb 

ABSENT—16. 
Armstrong, Gordon Kirkwood, Sargent 


Butler, Hill 
Hoar, 


Ingalls, 


McPherson 
Merrimon, 
Ransom 


Sharon 
Windom, 
Withers 


Conover, 
Edmunds, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After thirty minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were reopened, and (at four o’clock and five 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, December 11, 1877. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. 


W.P. HARRISON. 
rhe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


SOUTHERN CLAIMS. 


Mr. RANDOLPH, by unanimous consent, introduced a resolution 
to provide legislation to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
lasue duplicate drafts in certain cases under the Southern Claims 
Commission; which was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


WRECK OF THE STEAMER HURON. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 2115) relative to the burial of the officers and crew of the United 
States Navy who perished by the wreck of the United States steamer 
Huron; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. 1 ask for the passage of the bill at this time. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the Secretary of the Navy, at 
such time as in his discretion may be proper, to have removed to the 
naval cemetery at Annapolis, Maryland, and have buried there, the 
remains of the officers and crew who perisbed by the wreck of the 
United States steamer Huron on the 23d of November, 1277, and who 
have been or may hereaiter be buried on the coast of North Carolina. 

It further provides that the relatives of any such deceased officers 
and crew who prefer that the remains of such be taken to their homes 
within the United States shall have such privilege extended to them, 
and that the expense thereof shall be borne by the United States 

It provides further that the expense of the removal incurred by 
the relatives of those whose bodies have already been removed shall 
be reimbursed to them, and appropriates the sum of $6,000 to carry 
out the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I will submit as a portion of my remarks, by 
leave of the House, the following statement of the number of oflicers 
and men on board the United States steamer Hurou, the number lost, 
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: eo bE sa They rec end non-concurrence in the amendments numbered 3 7 
and the saved, and also submit a letter from the Secretary of | | They recommen burrence 1D nbered 3,7, 9. 31 | 
or ( the number saved, and a 20 submit , _ 13, 16, 19, 22, 24, 25, 29, 31, 32, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 42, 43, and 44. Li 
the Navy on the same subject: fhey recommend concurrence in the amendment numbered 14, with ay » 

On board United States steamer Huron ment as follows: After the word “that” in said amendment insert “ ¢}) 
; President.” 
hey recommend concurrence in the amendment numbered 15, with 
ment as follows: Restore the words proposed to be stricken out by 
ment ‘ 
They recommend concurrence in the amendment numbered 17, with na 
ment as follows: Strike out of said amendment the word “ five” and inser 
thereof the word “three ; 
hey recommend concurrence in the amendment numbered 26, wit) 
ment as follows: In line 24, page 6, of the bill, strike out the words “a ; 
of” and strike out after the word “dollars” in the same line the rest of 
graph ; 
NAVY DEPARTMENT They recommend concurrence in the amendment numbered 45, with a 
Washington, December 6, 1877 ment as follows: After the word “ dollars" insert “or so much thereof 4 
he honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter « f General Meigs | necessary. 
he national cemetery at Arlington the remains of the initia ‘ s 
1rop. which you have referred, with your hearty con Mr. PATTERSON. I would like to hear read the amendments 


tion suggests itself to me as one eminently fit | the Senate that the Committee on Appropriations do not recommen, 
a bill to ¢ “y it out. = the same time, I beg | egneurrence in. 

atthe Naval Academy, Annapolis, seems a more . 'D = aa! 5 . =e P ‘ 
sed, however, Arlington is named as the place Mr. DURHAM. I cannot yield to the gentleman at present 


Arlit : should be selected as the place, I | desire to make a very short statement in regard to these ame 
1k an appropriat f $6,000 (or so much thereof as might be found necessary) | ments. 
d cover the expenses of removal, including those who have been already | Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I consented that this bill, with ty 
| Senate amendments, should be reported to the House with the yy 
R. W. THOMPSON, derstanding that there was to be no debate upon it. 
Secretary of the Navy Mr. SINGLETON. There will be no debate ; only a brief explana 
tion. 

Mr. DURHAM. The bill, as passed by the House, appropriated 

Mr. HALE. I will not object if the Chair will put the question on | $867,926.98, and reappropriated $681,681.27 ; making a total of $1,549 
the passage of the bill at once ; but I must object if it leads to debate. | 608.95. . The Senate added to the bill $1,139,542.55. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the question in the usual Of the forty-five amendments of the Senate, the Committe: 
way Does the gentleman wish that the readings of the bill be dis- | Appropriations recommend concurrence in seventeen, carrying a 
pensed with? money value of $469,448.01; and they recommend non-concurrencé 

Mr. HALE. The Chair will see that my objection is merely to | twenty-two amendments amounting to $650,094.50. The remaining 
taking up the time of the House, as I want the appropriation bills | six amendments they recommend concurrence in with amendments 
passed to-day I will state that the largest amount appropriated by the amen 

The SPEAKER he Chair understands that the gentleman from | ments and recommended for concurrence by the House is the sum of 
Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE ] does not propose to discuss the bill at | $325,000, for what is called the State Department building. Th 
all, larger portion of those recommended for non-concurreuce is the 

Mr. HALE. My only object is to save time. appropriation for what is called the star service, amounting t 

Mr. WHITTHORNI Ido not think that any one will object to | $590,000. With this brief explanation I call the previous quest 
the bill. upon the report of the committee. 

Mr. GOODE. I was not present when the bill was read, and I de- Mr. COX, of New York. Will the gentleman allow me to ask hin 
sire now to ask the gentleman from Tennessee | Mr. WHITTHORNE] if | a question ? 
it contains a provision for the benefit of those who were lost on the Mr. DURHAM. If it is a short one. 
wrecking steamer B. and J. Baker ? Mr. COX, of New York. I see by the last report of the Navy Dy 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. It does not. partment that the sum of $27,945.75 is due to laboring men for labor 

Mr. GOODE. I suggest, then, to the gentleman that it ought to | in the several navy-yards of the United States. Is there any provis 
embrace such a provision. ion made in this deficiency bill te pay them? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Ihave no objection to such an amendment, Mr. DURHAM. There is not. 
if the gentleman will prepare it now. Mr. WADDELL. Will it be in order to move any amendments? 

Mr. GOODE, I move to amend the bi'l by adding to it the follow- Mr. DURHAM. I call the previous question. 

Ing Mr. WADDELL. If the previous question is seconded, will it li 

And the benefit of the provisions of this act, as far as applicable, is bereby ex ae KE! xo T: ‘il in any of the amendments of the Senate! 
tended to those belonging to the wrecking-steamer B. & J. Baker, who were lost he SPEAKER. t will. 
in anattempt to rescue the crew of the Huron : Mr. WADDELL. I desire to move a concurrence in one of the 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I am quite willing that that amendment —— Soe ask my colleague on the Committee ot 
should be adopted. | eee ee sj seas me 7. wp Se a ht 

rhe — was taken on the amendment of Mr. GoopE; and it am rv ipa nesne ee oo = 
was agreed to a ge : ? ae 2 7 om 

I he bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and ments which, an my judgment, should be offered—merely : ee 1 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. | ga _— a. ( oe oe . 

Mr. WHITTHORNE moved to reconsider the vote by which the | *” 4 -aignessaelperegly pdhicute Racag paaenes 25° ¥ oe Sania 
bill was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | 0" £°° the purpose of preventing depredations ne the oe mee 
on the table. ber on he ae ap a an a of $6, 

The latter motion was agreed to. | ior the benelit o 1¢ Pension urean; they say ey have no mone 

The SPEAKER. The Chait would suggest that some amendment hes to a : ao Ww a a oo - eee tio! 
of the title is necessary. lave a Sreet Lo these amenamen 8, ane ere ore Ope | © gen 

Mr. WHI rTHORNE. I move to amend the title by adding the man Vv * not insist upon the previous question just at this time 4 
words, “and for other purposes.” _The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of the gentle man fro 

The amendment of the title wes asreed to. Kentucky (Mr. Dunnam] if he is under any agreement w ith the ¢ 

— tleman from Virginia, the chairman of the Committee of Elections 
DEFICIENCY BILL. [Mr. Harris,] to call the previous question? ; 

Mr. DURHAM. Lrise to make a report from the Committee on Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. That was my distinct understanding 
Appropriations. I report back from that committee the bill (H. R. Mr. DURHAM. Tunderstand from my colleague on the con od 
No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for the | the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. SINGLETON, ] who had charge 
service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 15878, | this bill, that such was the understanding. I did not know un 
and for prior years, and for other purposes, with the report of the | few moments ago that I had to take charge of this bill because 
committee upon the Senate amendments thereto. | friend from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] was so hoarse that hy 

| 
| 


an a 
4id amet 


real 


Ms 


re pak eile inlniciii fare he ali winch! 


W HITTHORNE 
Chairman ( tice on Naval Affairs, House of Representatives 








My colleague on the committee from Mississippi, [Mr. SINGLETON, ] unable to make the report and explain it. 1 ae 
who had charge of this bill originally, is so hoarse to-day that he Mr. ATKINS. Ido not suppose there will be a particle of contes 
could not be heard and he desired me to present it. I ask to have | 00 the amendment which I wish to offer to this bill. a 
the report of the committee read. _ Mr. DURHAM. If the gentleman will indicate his amencments 
The report was read, as follows : is very probable that I will accept them or permit them to be offere¢ 
The Committee en Appropriations to whem was vefersed the bill GI. R. Ne 11 withdraw the demand for the previous question for that purpoee. 
1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the Govern- | Mr. ATKINS. One is a merely verbal amendment, to strike out t 


ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other pur- | word “lot” and insert the word “ponds,” in line 91, page 5, of © 
poses, together with the amendments of the Senate thereto, having considered the printed bill 
same, beg leave to report as follows TID? . 1 . ror 
/ » 7e ¢ , ittee ¢ 
lhey recommend concurrence in the amendments of the Senate numbered 1, 2, | Mr. DURHAM. I believe that was agreed to by the Commit 
4, 5, 6,8, 10, 18, 20, 21,23, 27, 28, 30, 33, 34, 40, and 41. Appropriations. 











1877. : 


Mr. ATKINS. There is another verbal amendment in line 93, and 
another in line 96. 
Mr. DURHAM. 

The SPEAKER. 


I will accept the whole of them. 
The gentleman has not that power. 

Mr. FOSTER. There is still another amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, sir. I was about to state it. 

rhe SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest to the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] to submit all his amendments in writing. 

Mr. ATKINS. Iwilldoso, 

Mr. WADDELL. Whenever it isin order I want to move to amend 
hy concurring in one of the amendments in which the committee 
ommend non-concurrence, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that if the bill is to be opened 

to amendment by one member, all others ought to be entitled to offer 
ndments. 

"his ATKINS. Then I suggest to the gentleman from Kentucky 

[Mr. Dt RuAM ] that we had better take up the bill at another time. 

Mr. HALE. I hope that will not be done. It seems to me we shall 
never have any better time to put this bill through than now. 

Mr. ATKINS. I did not desire to infringe upon the understanding 
between the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Harris] and the gentle- 
man who has charge of the bill. If the gentleman from Virginia will 
consent, I am willing and anxious to go on with the bill now. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, if the previous question is ordered, I do 
not understand that it will in any way conflict with the right of any 
member to call for a vote upon each amendment as it is reached. 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly not; but it will cut off the right to 
offer new amendments. 

Mr. HALE. Of course. I will ask one further question: will not 
the gentleman in charge of the bill be entitled to an hour for debate, 
so that when any amendment is reached discussion may be had if it 
be deemed proper ? 

The SPEAKER. Not after the main question is ordered. The gen- 
tleman has an hour now, or he may take it after the previous question 
is seconded. 

Mr. ATKINS. Rather than open the bill to amendment generally, 
I waive the amendments I desired to offer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that the gentleman and 
the committee have their remedy. 

Mr. DURHAM. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky is now entitled 
to an hour. 

Mr. HALE. I suggest that the gentleman reserve that right, and 
allow the amendments to be read. While going through with the 
amendments, some of them may require explanation. 

Mr. DURHAM. I apprehend, Mr. Speaker, that unless a separate 
vote be demanded upon some specific portion of this report, it might 
be adopted as a whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will facilitate the passage of the bill 
by grouping the amendments so far as he is able. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. Will it be in order during thecon- 
sideration of these amendments to offer new amendments ? 

The SPEAKER. It will not be. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. 
to offer. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair suggests that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky move concurrence in the seventeen amendments of the Senate 
in which the Committee on Appropria*’ va. Mouse recommend 
concurrence, unless a separate vote b called for on u« v amendment. 

Mr. DURHAM. At the suggestio of the Chair,I ‘ove that all 
the amendments of the Senate in vy hich the Commit. ¢ on Appro- 
priations recommend concurrence be now concurred in b_ the House. 

Mr. DUNNELL. We are utterly unable to know what ti se amend- 
ments are. 

The SPEAKER. They will all be read before the vote. ~*ken. 
The Chair understands the gentleman from Kentucky to waive  ‘s 
right to occupy an hour. 

Mr. DURHAM. I do. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question is, Shall the main question be 
now put? 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. DURHAM moved to reconsider the vote by which the main 


question was ordered ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 


The latter notion was agreed to. 

Mr. POTTER. I ask a separate vote on the fourth amendment 

providing for the establishment in this city of a pond for “ the cult- 
ure of carp for distribution throughout the United States.” 
_ Mr. COX, of New York. I ask for a separate vote on the forty- 
first amendment. I would also like to know from the gentleman 
from Kentucky what is the aggregate amount appropriated by the 
amendments in which the committee recommend concurrence. 

Mr. DURHAM. I have already stated the amount, $469,448.01, of 
— $325,000 is for the State, War, and Navy Department building. 
o he amendments in which concurrence was recommended by the 

ommittee on Appropriations and upon which a separate vote was 
not asked were then read and concurred in. 

» DURHAM moved to reconsider the vote by which the ~mend- 


Vil——9 


ree 


Ihave an amendment that I desire 
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ments were concurred in; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The fourth amendment, on which aseparate vote was asked by Mr. 
POTTER, was read, as follows: 

For adapting the ponds in Monument lot in the city of Washington tothe eulture 
of carp for distribution throughout the United States, (the use of which lot for t! 
purpose in question is hereby granted to the United States fish commission,) th 
work to be toon by the engineer in charge of public buildings and grounds, accord 
ing tothe plansof the United States fish commission, $5,00C, to be availablD imn« 
diately. 

Mr. DURHAM. The Committee on Appropriations recommend con 
currence in that amendment. 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 159, noes 28. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The forty-first amendment, on which a separate vote was asked by 
Mr. Cox, of New York, was read, as follows: 

International prison congress : 

That the sum of $8,000, heretofore appropriated to defray the expenses of th« 
United States commissioner to the international prison congress, originally ap 
pointed to be held at Rome in 1876, but snbsequently adjourned te 1877, and again 
to 1878, and the place of meeting changed to Stockholm, is hereby reappropriated 
for the same purpose ; $4,000 of the said sum to meet expenses already incurred by 
the commissioner in the preparatory labors of the congress, and $4,000 to meet 
future expenditures in the further prosecution of his mission, the whole to be im 
mediately available, and the part thereof which remains unexpended to be expended 
under the direction of the Department of State. 

Mr. DURMAM. 
amendment. 

The House divided ; and there were 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. DURHAM moved to reconsider the vote by which the fourt! 
and forty-first amendments were concurred in; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DURHAM. I now ask, Mr. Speaker, that the fourteenth, fif- 
teenth, seventeenth, twenty-sixth, and forty-fifth amendments of the 
Senate be concurred in with amendments reported from the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations which are merely verbal. 

Theamendments to the amendments and the amendments were read 
and the amendments to the amendments were then severally agreed 
to; and the Senate amendments, as amended, concurred in. 

Mr. DURHAM moved to reconsider the votes just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DURHAM. The remaining amendments of the Senate the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations recommend be non-conecurred in, and I ask 
that they be non-concurred in in gross if no separate vote be demanded. 

Mr. WADDELL. I shall ask for a separate vote on the twelfth 
amendment, which provides for transportation on star routes and by 
steamboats. 

Mr. JACOBS. 
amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask for a separate vote on the thirty-eighth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Iask foraseparate vote on the eleventh, twelfth, 
thirty-eighth, and forty-fifth amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments non-concurred in by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations will be read by the Clerk. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I ask for a separate vote on each and every 
amendmeut non-coneurred in by the Committee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendments. 

The Clerk read the third amendment, as follows: 

Strike out “sixty” and insert 


The committee recommend ceneurrence in tha 





ayes 112, noes 60. 


I shall ask for a separate vote on the forty-fourth 


“eighty;” so it will read as follows 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Fuel, light, and water for public buildings : 

For fuel, light, water, and miscellaneous items required by the janitors and fire 
men in the proper care of the buildings, furniture, and heating apparatus, such as 
brooms, a brushes, buckets, wheelbarrows, shovels, sawa, hatchets, and ham 
mers, for all public buildings under the control of the Treasury Department, being 
a deficiency for the fiscal year 187¢, $80,000 

Mr. DURHAM. 
that amendment. 

The amendment was non-coneurred in. 

The Clerk read the seventh amendment, as follows: 

For salaries of commissioners not in Government employ, appointed by the Sce 
1 tary of the Treasury to examine the condition and competence of the force em- 
p. yed in the collection of the revenue from customs at New York, Philadelphia. 
S: | Francisco, and New Orleans with a view of reducing the number of the same, 
ar for salaries of experts at Boston and Baltimore to investigate the subject of the 
] ver drawback on exported sugars under section 3019 of the Revised Statutes, 
$: v0; and for the incidental expenses of the San Francisco commission, $3,559.50 ; 
in 1, $13,559.50. 

DURHAM. 

tha  \mendment. 

M FOSTER. 


The Committee recommend non-concurrenee in 


The committee recommend non-concurrence in 


I understood the gentleman from Kentucky would 


take is hour allowed for debate at this time. 

Mr DURITAM. No; I have waived the hour which 1 am allowed 
undei be rules for debate. 

Mr. ‘ALE. Such was not my understanding. 

Mr.  STER. It was the understanding on this side that the hour 


for deb 


» would be allowed during the vote on these amendments, 
so that 


1e explanation might be made of them. 
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The SPEAKER. The main question has been ordered, which cuts Leonard, 
unendment and debate. The House was advised of the fact 


bot! 
at the tim 


Mr. HALE. I did not understand the main question was ordered 


on hb 


Mr. P 


ol 


AGE. Is it in order to ask the gentleman from Kentueky why 


s amendment was recommended to be non-concurred in ? 

The SPEAKER. That would be in the nature of debate, and of 
ourse not in order 

Mr. FOSTER. There are two propositions embraced in this sev- 


t| 
‘ th 


Phe SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize a division of the amend- 

Mr. FOSTER. Task fora division on the first branch of the amend- 
ment, which provides “for salaries of commussioners not in Govern- 
ment employ” and appropriates $10,000, and for a separate vote on the 
other branch which follows that. 


Mr. DURHAM. 
is divisible, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the demand of the gentle- 
man from Ohio for a division of the amendment, as it comprehends 
propositions in substance so distinct that, one being taken away, a 
substantive proposition remains for the decision of the House. The 
question recurs on the first branch of the amendment. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 54, noes 114. 

Mr. FOSTER. I demand the yeas and nays on that branch of the 
amendment. 

rhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

The qnestion was taken ; and there were—yeas 114, nays 138, no 
voting 39; as follows: 

YEAS—1l4 
Joyee 
Keifer, 
Keightley 
Ketcham, 
Lathrop, 
Lindsey 
Loring 
Luttrell 
Marsh, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
O'Neill, 
Overton 
Pacheco, 
Patterson 
Phillips 
Pollard, 
Potter, 
Price, 
Rainey 
Reed, 
Rice, William W. 
Robinson, George D 
Robinson, Milton 8S 
NAYS—138 
Herbert 
Hooker, 
House 
Hunton 
Jones, Frank 
Jones, J. I 
Kenna 
Kimmel 
Knapp, 
Knott, 
Ligon, 
Lockwood 
Maish, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
McKenzie, 
Mc Mahon, 
Mills, 
Money, 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Muldrow, 
Maller, 
Phelps, 
Powers, 
Quinn, 


Aldrich 


Bacen 


Dunnell 
Dwight 

Eames 
Ellsworth 
Errett 

Evans, I. Newton 
Evans, James L 
Field 

Foster 

Freeman 

Frye 

Gartield 

Hale 

Hanna, 

Harmer 

Harris, Benj. W 
Haskell 
Hazelton, 
Hendee 
Hendersen 
Hiscock 
Hubbell, 
Hunter 
Humphrey 
Hungertord 
Ittner, 

James 


Ryan 

Sampson 

Sapp, 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls 

Starin, 

Stephens, 
Stewart, 

Stone, John W. 
Stone, Joseph C. 
Strait, 

ae. 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton, 
Townsend, Amos 
Wait 

Ward, 

Watson, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael D. 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, Richard 
Willits 

Wren. 


Bagley 
Baker 
Ballou 
Banks 
Bayne 
Blair 
Brentano 
Brewer 


William H. 


Briggs 
Browne 
Bundy 
Burchard 
Burdick 
Cain 

{amp 
Campbell 
Clatiin 
Rus) 


ox, Jacov ID 


‘ 

fol 
Conger 
‘ 
Crapo 
‘ 


uMmMings 
Danford 
Davis, Horace 
Deering 
Denison 


John 5S. 
Jorgensen 


Jones 


Aiken 
Atkins 
Baker 


Dibrell 
Dickey 
Douglas 


Ross, 

Sayler, 

Scales, 
Schleicher, 
Shelley, 
Singleton, 
Slemons 

Smith, A. Herr 
Sparks, 
Springer, 

Steele, 

Stenger, 

Swann, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

‘Turner, 

Turney, 

Vance, 

Veeder, 
Waddell, 
Walker, 

Walsh, 

Warner, 

Welch, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, A. S. 
Williams, James 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert S 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Wilson, 

Wright, 

Yeates. 


John H 
Banning Durham 

I Eden 

I Eickhoff 

| Elam 

I Evins, John Hi. 
l Ewing 

Blane Felton 
I 
l 
l 
I 
] 
I 


Seve be 
ell 
tonedict 


icknell 


Finley 
Forney 

Fort, 
Franklin 
Faller, 
Garth 

Gause, 
Gibson 
Giddings 
Glover 

Goode 
Gunter, 
Hamilton, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Hart 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell 
Hatcher 
Henkle 
Henry, 


Cabell 

Caldwell, John W. 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Candler, 

( annon 

Carlisle, 
Chalmers 

Clark, Alva A 
Clark of Missouri 
Clymer, 

Cobb 

Cook, 

Covert 

Cox, Samuel § 

( ravens 
Crittenden, 
Cutler 

Davidson 
Davis, Joseph J 


Rice, Americus V. 
Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Hewitt, Abram 8S. Roberta, 
Hewitt, G. W Robertson, 
NOT VOTING—39. 
Collins, 
Culberson, 
Caswell, Darrall, 
Chittenden, Ellis, 
Clarke of Kentucky, Gardner, 


Rishee 


Butler, 


Hayes, 
Calkins 


Kelley, 
Killinger, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 


Bliss 
Boone, 
Bouck, 
Boyd 


amendment of the Senate, and I therefore ask for a division | 


| from Wisconsin, Mr. Bouck. I am informed that he would vote 
| if present. I withdraw my vote. If my colleague had been present 


| by leave of the House. 
| question. 
I rise to a point of order, whether the amendment | 
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Neal, 
Page, 
Pound, 


Ranteles, 
Smith, William E. 
Southard, 
Manning, Pridemore, Throckmorton, 
McCook, Pugh, Townsend, Martin I, 
So the first portion of the amendment was non-concurred in 
During the call of the ro}l the following announcements were mado - 
Mr. RANDOLPH. Iam paired with Colonel Pripemonre, of y;,_ 
ginia. I presume if he were here he would vote “ no.” ] 
vote “ ay.” 
Mr. CALKINS. Iam paired with General MANNING, of Mississippi 
I presume if he were here he would vote “no.” I would vote « yy.” 
Mr. POUND. On political subjects I am paired with my colleagy 


Van Vorhes 
Williams, C.G 
Wood, 
Young. 


Lynde, 
Mackey, 


I should 


eague 
“no” 
I would have voted * ay.” 

Mr. HENDERSON. My colleague from Illinois, Mr. Boyp, is absent 
I do not know how he would vote on t! 


us 


Mr. LANDERS. On political questions I am paired with Mr. Lap. 


| HAM, of New York. If that gentleman were present, I would yote 


“no,” 

Mr. NEAL. Iam paired with my colleague from Ohio, Mr. Sours. 
ARD. Ido not know how he would vote. Probably he would yote 
“no.” I would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. BLACKBURN. My colleague from Kentucky, Mr. Boong, js 
detained at his room by serious sickness. 

Mr. PAGE. I do not know but I am paired with Mr. Boone, of 
Kentucky. I understood our pair was to extend during the proceed- 
ings of yesterday, but not further. As the gentleman, however, is not 
here I withdraw my vote. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The question is next on the latter portion of the 
seventh amendment of the Senate, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And for the incidental expenses of the San Francisco commission, $3,559.50 ; in 
all, $13,559. 50. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Appropriations recommend 
non-concurrence and the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] 
moves to concur. 

Mr. PATTERSON. A portion of what has been read is embraced 
in the clause of the amendment that has just been voted upon. Be- 
fore the question is taken that should be struck out. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the Senate must be voted on 
as it is. 

The question being taken, the second portion of the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

The ninth amendment, in which the Committee on Appropriations 
recommended non-concurrence, was read, as follows : 

In line 134, under the head ‘‘ contingent expenses of the Treasury Department 
strike out “ $12,000 and insert $20,190 ; " so that the paragraph will seal 

For desks, tables, and chairs, an’ metal shelving for file-rooms and cases ; re- 
pairs of furniture; boxes, rugs, chair-covers, and caning, cushions, cloth for cor 
ering desks, locks, screws, band-saws, turpentine, and varnish, $20,000. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. HuMpHReyY] 
moves to concur. 

The question being taken, the amendment was non-concurred in. 

The eleventh amendment, in which the Committee on Appropria- 
tions recommended non-concurrence, was read, as follows : 

At line 160 insert as follows : 

For the payment of railway post-office clerks, route- 
gers, and local agents, being a deficiency for the fisc: 
much thereof as may be necessary. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. HUMPHREY] 
moves to concur. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 56, noes 103. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I call for the yeas and nays. * 

On the question on ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 5». 

So (the affirmative being more than one-fifth of the last vote) the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 121, nays 125, not 
voting 47; as follows: 


ents, mail-route messen 
year 1878, $24,500, or so 


YEAS—121. 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
Henderson, 
Hiscock, 
Hubbell, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
Hunter, 
Ittner, 
James, 
Jones, John §S. 
Jorgensen, 
Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Lathrop, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Luttrell, 
Marsh, 
McCook, 


Aldrich, 
Bacon, 
Bagley, 
Ballou, 
Banks, 
Bayne, 
Bisbee, 
Blair, 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Bundy, 
Barchard, 
Burdick, 
Cain, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Claflin, 
Clark, Rush 
Cole, 
Conger, 
Cox, Jacob D. 


Crapo, 
Culberson, 
Cummings, 
Danford, 

Davis, Horace 
Deering, 

Denne 

Eames, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 

Evans, I. Newton 
Evans, James L. 
Field, 

Foster, 
Freeman, 

Frye, 

—. 
Giddings, 

Hale, ” 
Hanna, 

Harmer, 

Harris, Benj. W. 
Haskell, 


McGowan, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe, 

Mills, 

Mitchell, 
Menroe, 
Norcross, 

Oliver, 

O'Neill, 

Overton, 
Pacheco, 
Patterson, 
Peddie, 

Phillips, 

Pollard, 

Powers, 

Price, 

Rainey, 

Reed, 5 
Rice, William W. 
Robinson, George D 
Robinson, Milton 
Ryan, 





we 











eo a 























































* 








Sampson, 
sapp 
Schleicher 
Sexton 
Shallenberger, 
Shelley 

Soralls 


Sarin 


‘abell 

Caldwell, John W. 
Caldwell, W. P. 

{ andle T, 

Carlisle 

Clark, Alvah A. — 
Clark of Missouri, 
Ulymer 

Cobb. 

Cook 

Covert, 

Cox, Samuel S. 
Cravens 
Nrittenden, 


Baker, William H. 
Bi 

boone 

Bouck 

Bovd 

Batler 

Calkins, 

Caswell, 

Chalmers, 
Chittenden, 

Clarke of Kentacky, 
Collins, 


Stewart, 

Stone, John W. 
Stone, Joseph C. 
Strait, 
Thornburgh, 
Throckmorton, 
Tipton, 
Townsend, Amos 


Townsend, Martin I. Williams, Andrew 


Waddell, 

Wait, 

Ward, 

Watson, 

Welch, 

White, Michael D. 
Williams, A. 5. 


NAYS—123. 


Cutler, 
Davidson, 
Davis, Joseph J. 
Dibrell, 
Dickey, 
Douglas, 
Durham, 
Eden, 
Eickhoff, 
Elam, 

Evins, John H. 
Ewing, 

Felton, 

Finley, 
Forney, 
Franklin, 
Faller, 

Garth, 

Gibson, 
Glover, 
Gunter, 
Hamilton, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Hart, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Hatcher, 
Henry, 


Herbert, 
Hewitt, Abram 8S. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hooker, 
House, 
Hunton, 
Jones, Frank 
Jones, James T. 
Kenna, 
Kimmel, 
Knott, 
Landers, 
Ligon, 
Lockwood, 
Maish, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
McKenzie, 
McMahon, 
Money, 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Phelps, 
Potter, 
=. 
Reagan, 
Reilly, 

Rice, Americus V. 


NOT VOTING—4%. 


Darrall, 
Denison, 
Dwight, 
Ellis, 
Fort, 
Gardner, 
Ganuse, 
Goode, 
Henkle, 
Joyce, 
Killinger, 
Knapp, 


Lapham, 
Leonard, 
Lynde, 
Mackey, 
Manning, 
Neal, 
Page, 
Pound, 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 
During the roll-call the following proceedings took place : 


Mr. STENGER. My colleague, Mr. WHITE, has been compelled to 


Williams, C.G 
Williams, Richard 
Willits, 

Wren. 


Riddle 

Roberts, 
Robertson 

Ross, 

Sayler, 

Scales, 
Singleton, 
Slemons, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Sparks, 
Springer 

Steele, 

Swann, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, 

Turney, 

Vance, 

Veeder, 

Walker, 

Walsh, 

Warner, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, James 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 8. 


Willis, Benjamin A. 


Wilson, 
Yeates, 
Young. 


Robbins, 
Sinnickson, 
Smith, William E. 
Southard, 
Stenger, 
Stephens, 
Thompson, 
Van Vorhes, 
White, Harry 
Wood, 
Wright. 


leave the House, and I paired with him upon this question. 


Mr. KNAPP. Upon this and upon all other political questions I an 


paired with Mr. Boyp, of my State. 


Mr. CALKINS. Iam paired upon this and upon all other political 


questions with the gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. MANNING. 


Mr. HENDERSON. 


Boyp, is absent by leave of the House. 


Mr. THOMPSON. 
Mr. DURHAM. 


I desire to vote. 
I raise the question whether the gentleman was 


within the bar of the House during the roll-call. 


Mr. THOMPSON. 
The SPEAKER. 


Was the 


I desire to announce that my colleague, Mr. 


I do not know whether I was or not. 
entleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 


THOMPSON ] within the bar of the House during the roll-call? 


Mr. THOMPSON. 


I am not certain. 


Mr. DURHAM. Then I object to the gentleman’s voting. 


Mr. THOMPSON. 


right to vote, 


The SPEAKER. 
rules of the House. 
I was not within the bar of the House when the 
last name on the roll was called, on account of sickness, and I ask 


Mr. BOONE. 


unanimous consent to record my vote now. 


Mr. KELLEY 


I object, unless the vote of my colleague, Mr. 


THOMPSON, be received. 


Mr. SPARKS. 


Some one announced a pair for the gentleman 


from Kentucky, [Mn Boone. } 


The SPEAKER. The gentlemen will understand that upon this 
call, if they were not within the bar of the House before the last 


I rise to a question of privilege; I claim the 


But the gentleman has not conformed to the 


name on the roll was called, they ought not to ask to vote now. 


Mr. BOONE. 


I understand that I was paired with the gentleman 


from California, Mr. PAGE, and I understand that he has voted. 


The SPEAKER. 


notice ef pairs. 
Mr. BOONE. 
has voted ? 


Mr. BOONE. 


I want to know if the gentleman from California 


The SPEAKER, 


He has. 


I was not within the bar of the House when the last 
name was called, but under the circumstances I ask unanimous con- 


sent to record my vote. 


Mr. HUMPHREY, 
Mr. DURHAM. 
Within the bar of t 


I object. 





The Chair was not reflecting at all upon the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BooNE;] but the Chair can take no 


Then I object to any person voting who was not 
he House when the last name was called. 















Mr. THOMPSON. 
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I was in the House when the Clerk was calling 


over the roll indicating how each member had voted, and therefore 
I was here during the roll-call. 
ing of the names. 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


I was here during the entire read- 


I do not understand that anybody alleges that 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THOMPSON] was not within 
the bar of the house. 


Several MEMBERS. 
The SPEAKER. 


Oh, yes, they do. 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BOONE] asks 


permission to vote. Asto his pair with the gentleman from California, 


(Mr. PaGE, ] the Chair has nothing to do with that. 
If the Chair decides that it is now too late for the 


Mr. PAGE. 


gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BOONE] to vote, of course I with- 


draw my vote. 


The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 


Mr. DURHAM. 
ment of the Senate 


motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 


Mr. THOMPSON. 
Mr. ATKINS. 


Mr. DURHAM. 
Mr. THOMPSON. 
The SPEAKER. 


in, and also move that 


I move to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
Was non-concurred 


the 


I call for the yeas and nays upon that motion. 


If gentlemen upon the other side of the House are 
going to filibuster, we might as well adjourn. 
I withdraw my motion. 


I renew it. 


The gentleman did not vote on the aflirmative 


side and therefore has no right to make a motion to reconsider. 
Did I understand the Chair to decide that the gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. THOMPSON] cannot make the motion 


Mr. CONGER. 


to reconsider ? 


The SPEAKER. 


Certainly ; 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


(Mr. THOMPSON] is not recorded on the yea and nay vote as voting, 
and therefore has no right to make the motion to reconsider. 
But there is nothing to show that he did not vote. 


Mr. CONGER. 
The SPEAKER. 


to show that fact. 


The Clerk then read the twelfth 


Certainly there is ; 


amendment 


there is a yea and nay 


vote 


of the Senate, in 


which the Committee of Appropriations recommended non-concur 
rence, as follows: 


For inland mail transportation, namely 
by steamboats, and all other than railroad routes, being a deficien 
year 1878, $500,000. 


Mr. WADDELL. I 


amendment. 


move that 


the House concur in the 


For transportation on star routes and 


y for the fiscal 


Senate 


Mr. ELAM and Mr. BLOUNT called for the yeas and nays on the 


amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 143, nays 106, not 


voting 42; 


Aiken, - 
Aldrich, 
Ballon, 
Banning 
Bell, 
Benedict 
Bisbee 
Blair, 
Bland, 
Boone, 
Brentano, 
Briggs, 
Brogden, 
sundy, 
Burdick, 
Cabell, 


( 
Caldwell, W.P. 
Campbell, 
Chalmers, 
Clark, Rush 
Conger, 

Cook, 

Cravens, 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 
Cummings, 
Davidson, 
Davis, Horace 
Davis, Joseph J. 
Deering, 
Denison, 
Dibrell, 
Douglas, 
Dunnell, 
Eames, 


Atkins, 
Bacon, 
Bagley, 
Baker, John H. 


Baker, William H. 


Banks, 
Bayne, 
Blackburn, 
Blount, 
Bragg, 
Brewer, 
Bridges, 
Bright, 
Browne, 
Buckner, 


caldwell, John W. 


as follows: 


VEAS—143 


Eickhoff, 
Elam, 
Ellsworth, 
Evans, Il. Newton 
Evans, James L 
Evins, John H. 
Ewing, 

Felton, 

Field, 

Forney, 
Freeman 
Garth 

(rause, 
Gibson, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 
Goode, 
Gunter, 
Harmer, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Hartridge, 
Haskell, 
Hatcher, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
Henkle, 
Henry, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, G. W 
Hiscock, 
Hooker, 
House, 
Hubbell, 
Humphrey 





Hunton, Robinson, Milton 8. 
NAYS—106. 
Burchard, Crapo, 
Cain, Cutler, 
Camp, Danford, 
Candler, Durham, 
Cannon, Dwight, 
Carlisle, Eden, 
Chittenden Errett, 
Claflin, Finley, 
Clark, Alvah A. Fort, 
Clark of Missouri, Foster, 
Clymer, Franklin, 
Cobb, Frye, 
Cole, Fuller, 
Covert, Garfield, 
Cox, Jacob D. Hale, 





Jones, James T 
Jorgensen 
Kelley 
Kenna 
Lathrop 
Ligon, 
Luttrell 
Marsh, 
Martin 
McGowan 
Metcalfe 
Mills 
Money, 
Morgan 
Muldrow, 
Oliver 
O'Neill 
Overton, 
Pacheco 


Phelps, 
Phillips 
Pollard, 
Pound 
Powers, 
Price, 
Quinn, 
Randolph 
Rea 
Reagan 
Riddle 
Robbins, 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 


Ryan, 

Sampson 

Sapp, 

Scales, 
Schleicher, 
Shallenberger 
Shelley 
Sinnickson, 
Slemons, 

Smalls 
Springer 

Steele, 

Stewart 

Stone, John W 
Stone, Joseph C. 
Strait 
rhornburgh 
Throckmorton 
Lipton 
‘Townsend 
Tucker 
Vance 
Waddell 
Walker 
Ward, 
Watson, 
Wek h, 
White, Michael D. 
Williams, A. 8. 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, Jere N. 
Williams, Richard 
Wilson, 

Wren, 

Yeates. 


Amos 


Hamilton, 
Hanna, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Hart, 

Hartzell, 
Hendee, 
Hungerford, 
Ittner, 

James, 

Jones, Frank 
Jones, John 8S. 
Joyce, 
Keightley, 
Kimmel, 
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Landers 
Lindse 
Lockwood 


‘ "sy nara, > 
CONGRESSIONAL 

Wait, 
Walsh 
Warner, 
W hitthorne, 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, James 
Willis, Albert S 
Willis, Benjamin A 
Willits 
W ood 


Muller 
Neal 
Norcross 
Patterson 
Potter 
Rainey 


eod 


Sexton 
Singleton 


Smith, A. Hert 


I hon pson 
Americus V Townshend, R 
William W Turner 
pson D.'Turney 
ayler Veeder 
VOTING 
Knapp 
Knott 
Lapham 
Leonard, 
Loring 
Lynde 
Mackey 
Manning 
Mitchell 
Pridemore 
Pugh 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

During the call of the roll, the following announcements were 
mace 

Mr. DICKEY. On this question I am paired with my colleague, 
Mr. Van Vorues, who has been called home in consequence of a dis- 
astrous fire. If here, he would vote ‘‘ay” and I would vote “no.” 

Mr. CALKINS. I am paired on all political questions with Mr. 
MANNING, of Mississippi. I understand that, if here, he would vote 
“ay,” and so should I. : : 

Mr. RANDOLPH. As I have already stated, I am paired with Col- 
onel PRIDEMORE, of Virginia, on all political questions. Ido not know 
how he would vote, if here; but, as this isnot a political question, I 
will vote “ ay.” . 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I desire tostate that upon this ques- 
tion I am paired with Mr, EL.ts, of Louisiana. If present, he would 
vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

Mr. MILLS. I would like to inquire how I am recorded on the 
amendment before this. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands from the Clerk that the 
gentleman is recorded as voting in the negative. 

Mr. MILLS. My vote should be recorded in the affirmative ; but I 
will let it stand and move to reconsider that vote. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will inquire of the gentleman how he 


Ww 


George 


K 
Re 
Rice 
] 

j 


NOT 42 
Darrall 

Dickey 

Ellis 

Gardner 
Harris, John J 
Harrison 
Hewitt 
Hunter 
Keifer 
Ketcham 
Kilinger 


Ross 

Smith, William I 
Southard 
Stephens, 
Townsend, M. I 
Van Vorhe 8, 
White, Harry 
Wright 

Young 


Abram 5 


of Kentucky 
LLL 


Samuel S 


votes 

Mr. MILLS. I propose to let my vote remain as it is recorded, and 
to move to reconsider the vote upon thatamendment. If the change 
of my vote will carry the amendment I will change it; otherwise I 
will let it stand. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has aright to change his vote. 

Mr. MILLS. I move to reconsider the vote. 

The SPEAKER. The House has passed from the consideration of 
that amendment. 

Mr. MILLS. But a motion to reconsider is in order. 

Mr. SPARKS. Aslunderstandit the gentleman voted in the affirm- 
ative on that amendment. 

Mr. MILLS. The Clerk has me recorded as voting “ no.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recollects that the gentleman voted in 
the aflirmative, and he is so recorded. When the Chair announced 
that he was recorded as voting in the negative it was upon informa- 
tion from the Clerk, who had mistaken the proper roll-call. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I move to reconsider the vote just taken in re- 
gard to the star service; aud I also move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Che SPEAKER. The Chair is bound to recognize the gentleman 
who has charge of the bill,and he has indicated that after the amend- 
ments of the Senate have been acted upon he will submit a general 
motion to reconsider and lay on the table. 

Mr. DURHAM. I propose to claim all my right and do not yield 
to any I ask that the Clerk proceed with the reading of the 
amendments. 

The next amendment upon which a separate vote was taken was 
amendment No, 38, to insert the following : 


one, 


ro enable the superintendent of the Naval Observatory to carry out the object 
of Senate resolution of February 6, 1877, for the preparation of a narrative of Hall's 
ond Arctic expedition, $5,000 


ROE 


The Committee on Appropriations recommended non-concurrence in 
the amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. 
ment. 

The question was taken upon concurring ; and upon a division there 
were—ayes 89, noes 105. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. HUMPHREY called for the yeas and nays. 

rhe yeas and nays were not ordered, there being 13 in the aftirma- 
tive; not one-fifth of the last vote. 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

The next amendment on which a separate vote was taken was the 
thirty-ninth amendment of the Senate, to insert the following: 


For publication of the official records of the rebellion, both of the Union and 


I call for 


a division of the vote on that amend- 
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confederate armies, and for the preservation, through duplication, of 
collection of war photographs purchased by Congress, being a deticie; 
fiscal year 1+7s, $20,000. 


the B 
The Committee on Appropriations recommended non-concurrenee 
Mr. CONGER. If the amendment is subject to division, they | au: 

for a vote on the first branch of the amendment. ” 
Mr. DURHAM. There is but one sum of money in the amendney; 
Mr. CONGER. There are two subjects. : 
Mr. DURHAM. There is but one sum of money, and the who), 


sum is $20,000, 


Mr. CONGER. 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the amendment is suscentjjy, 
of division, notwithstanding the fact that it aggregates the amoun; 


> 


I ask for a separate vote on the first branch o{ the 


| of money appropriated. 


Mr. ATKINS. 
from Michigan ? 

The SPEAKER. The first branch of the amendment will lx 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For publication of the official records of the rebellion, both of the Un 
confederate armies. 

Mr. BANKS. That amendment cannot be divided. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that it can be divided. 

Mr. BANKS. If the second proposition is voted down there wi! 
be no money left for the first. There are not two independent prop. 
ositions contained in the amendment. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that there are two inde. 
pendent propositions, but the one appropriation covers both. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The Chair will pardon me for saying so, but | 
know of no way under the rules of dividing a Senate amendment 
except by moving an amendment to it. 

The SPEAKER. A Senate amendment can be divided the same as 
any other amendment or proposition when it is before the House for 
consideration. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. The effect is the same. 

Mr. BANKS. There are not two independent propositions cov- 
tained in this amendment of the Senate. If the first part is carried 
and the second is defeated, there will be no money to pay for the 
first. 

Mr. CONGER. There are two distinct propositions, and upon one 
of them I wish a vote of the House; the other I care nothing about. 

Mr. DURHAM. Let us have a vote. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I have no objection to a division of the ques 
tion; but if the Chair will turn to page 218 of the Digest he wil 
there find that in the second session of the Thirty-second Congress it 
was decided that there could be no division of a Senate amendment 

The SPEAKER. Notwithstanding that decision, the Chair decides 
that a Senate amendment can be divided when it comprehends * prop- 
ositions in substance so distinct that one being taken away a sub- 
stantive proposition shall remain for the decision of the House.” 

Mr. BURCHARD. I have no interest in the matter. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct the Clerk to read Rule 46 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Any member may call for the division of a question, before or after the mail 
question is ordered, which shall be divided if it comprehend propositions in sub 
stance so distinct that, one being taken away, a substantive proposition shal 
remain for the decision of the House. A motion to strike out and insert shall 
deemed indivisible. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair follows the rule of the House in pref- 
erence to a decision of a former occupant of the chair. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Would the Chair apply the same reasoning to a 
conference report ? 

The SPEAKER. That is a different question. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Canthevoteupon a conference report bedivided! 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be; for there is another rule covering 
that question. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
conference report. 

The SPEAKER. Not at all; that is governed by another ru 
We are now considering a bill with amendments. The report 0! 4 
conference committee is governed by another rule—in fact, by a jo" 
rule. The question is on the first branch of this amendment. |) 
objection raised by the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Banks 
is that if the first branch of the amendment should be adopted ave 
the last branch stricken out, there would be no money to pay for wa! 
is proposed in the first branch. But that is a question for the Ilous 
to consider, not the Chair. 

Mr. BANKS. It is no question for the House; it is a question 
order. A proposition cannot be divided into two branches if the et! 
of voting upon one bramch might be to destroy the other. In suc 
case there are not two independent propositions. i‘ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the question upon (» 
amendment is divisible. 5 a 

The question being taken upon agreeing to the first branch of ‘e 
amendment, there were—ayes 89, noes 10. 

Mr. CONGER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. i 

Mr. FINLEY. I wish to put a parliamentary inquiry: 


What is the division asked for by the gentlemay 


mM ar 


I do not see how, except by moving an amend- 


The ruling of the Chair would seem to cover 4 


If the first 
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| 
branch of this amendment should be voted up and the other voted 
own, in What shape will the proposition be left ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would entertain a motion for a sepa- | 


rate vote upon the appropriation. 


Mr. HAZELTON. 
SPEAKER. 


The 
now 


In order that we may understand what we are 


ting upon, I ask that the proposition be read. 


The first branch of the amendment, the portion 


The ¢ ‘erk read as follows: 
For publication of the official records of the rebellion, both of the Union and 


mfederate armies. 


Mr. POTTER. 


‘ 


to be voted upon, will be read. 


understand the whole proposition. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
{nd for the preservation, through duplication, of the Brady collection of war 4 
hotographs purchased by Congress, being a deficiency for the fiscal year 1878, | 
p | 


F000 
Mr. POTTER. 
carries the money? 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. BANKS. 


{[ Laughter. ] 


Now let us hear the last branch, so that we may 


Well, Mr. Speaker, which end of this proposition 


That is not a parliamentary inquiry. 


Certainly it is. 


The question was taken ; and there were—yeas 121, nays 127, not 
voting 43; as follows: 











Ryan 
Sampson, 


Rapp, 

Schleicher, 
Sexton. 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Stewart, 

Stone, John W. 
Stone, Joseph C. 
Strait, 

Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton, 
Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M. I. 
Tucker, 

Wait, 

Ward, 

Watson, 

White, Michael D. 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, ¢*. G. 
Williams, Richard 
Willits, 

Wren. 


Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 

Ross 

Sayler, 

Scales, 

Shelley, 
Singleton, 
Sparks, 
Springer, 

Steele, 

Stenger, 

Swann, 
Throc'morton, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Turner, 

Turney, 

Vance, 

Veeder, 
Waddell, 
Walker, 

Walsh, 

Warner, 
Williams, James 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert S. 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Wilson, 

Yeates, 

Young. 


Southard, 
Starin, 
Stephens, 

Van Vorhes, 
Welch, 

White, Harry 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, A. S. 
Wood, 

Wright. 


YEAS—121. 
Aldrich, Dunnell, Keifer 
Bagley, Dwight, Keightley, 
Baker, John H. Eames, Kelley, 
Baker, William H. — en — 
Soke Evans, I. Newton Lindsey, 
Bavne, prams, James L. saris, 
slair Field, arsh, 
Brentano, Foster, McCook, 
Brewer, Freeman, McGowan, 
Briggs, Frye, McKinley, 
Browne, Garfield Mitchell, 
Bandy, _— qpemnee, 
Burchard, anna, organ, 
Burdic k, Harmer, Neal, 
Cain, Harris, Benj. W. Norcross, 
Camp Haskell, Oliver, 
Campbell, Hayes, O'Neill, 
Cannon, Hazelton, Overton, 
Chittenden, pnnaee, Page, 
Claflin enderson, ‘atterson, 
Clark, Rush Hiscock, Peddie, 
Col Hubbell, Phillips, 
Conger, Humphrey, Pollard, 
(ox, Jacob D. Hungerford, Pound, 
Crapo, Hunton, Powers, 
Cummings, Ittner, Price, 
Danford James, Reed, 
Davis, Horace Jones, John S. Rice, William W. 
Deering, Jorgensen, Robinson, George D. 
Denison, Joyce, Robinson, Milton §. 
NAYS—127. 
Aiken, Cutler, Henkle, 
Atkins, Davidson, Henry, 
Banning, Davis, Joseph J. Herbert, 
Beebe, Dibrell, Hewitt, Abram S. 
Sell, Dickey, Hewitt, G. W. 
Benedict, Douglas, Hooker, 
Bicknell, Durham, Honuse, 
sehen, a. e Jones, Frank 
and, { ckhoff, Jones, James T. 
Blount, ziam. — Kenna, 
vins, Jo) q Kimmel, 
Ewing, Knott, 
ges, Felton, Ligon, 
Bright, Finley, Lockwood, 
Brogden, Forney, Maish, 
Buc kner, Fort, Mortin, 
Cabell, D 5 Mayham, 
Caldwell, John W. Fulier, McKenzie, * 
Caldwell, W. P. Garth, McMahon, 
Candler, Ganuse, Mills, 
Carlisle, Giddings. Money, 
Chalmers, Glover, Morrison, 
Clark, Alvah A. Goode, Morse, 
Clark of Missouri, Gunter, Muldrow, 
Clymer, Hamilton, Muller, 
Cobb, Hurdenbergh, Phelps, 
Cook, Harris, Henry R. Potter, 
Covert, Harris, John T. uinn, 
Cox, Samuel 8. Harrison, Rea 
Cravens, Hart, Reagan, 
Crittenden, Hartzell, Reilly, 
Culberson, Hatcher, Rice, Americus V. 
NOT VOTING—43. 
Bacon, Ellis, Lynde, 
puabee, Gesdner, Mackey, 
88, 7ibson Manning, 
Bouck, Hartridge, Metcalfe, 
Ba pane, Pacheco, 
Calkina, — — 
Caswell, . Landers, Ralney, 
Cunkoet Kentucky, Lapham, Randolph, 
Da val mard, Slemons, 
Trail, Luttrell, Smith, William E. 
onure first branch of the thirty-ninth amendment was not con- 
ad in, 
pating the call the following announcements were made : 
th tr. CALKINS. Iam paired on this and all other questions with 
® gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. MANNING. 








Mr. LANDERS 
Mr. LAPHAM. 


Mr. RANDOLPH. 


- lam paired with the gentleman from New York, 


gentleman from Virginia, Mr. PRIDEMORE. 
rhe result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


Mr. COX, of New York. 


Mr. DURHAM. 


Oh, no! 


I am paired on all political questions with the 


I move that the House now adjourn. 
We shall soon get through the bill. 


The motion was not agreed to; there being—ayes 70, noes 110. 
The question being taken on the second branch of the thirty-ninth 
amendment, it was not concurred in. 
The Clerk read the forty-second amendment, as follows : 
Washington Territory : 


For legislative expenses, namely 


tent of secretary's office, hire of messengers, 


lights, fuel, stationery, office furniture, repairs, and other incidental expenses of 
both the Legislative Assembly at its October session, 1877, and the secretary's office, 
being a deficiency for the fiscal year 1878, $1,420 


Mr. DURHAM 
non-concurrence. 
Mr. JACOBS. 


Mr. DURHAM. 


concurrence, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. 


curred in. 


. The Committee on Appropriations recommend 


I move to concur in the amendment. 
The House divided ; and there were ayes 46, noes not counted. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
The Clerk read the forty-third amendment, as follows : 
For the payment of claims audited and allowed by the Treasury Department for 
pay, transportation, services, and supplies of the Oregon and Washington volun 
teers in the Indian hostilities in 1855 and 1856, the sum of $16,084.93. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. REA moved to adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 73, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
107, nays 130, not voting 54; as follows: 
YEAS—107. 


Aldrich, 
jaker, John H. 
Baker, William H. 
Ballou, 
Banks, 
Blair, 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Browne, 
Bundy, 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Chittenden, 
Claflin, 
Clark, Rush 
Cole, 
Conger, 
Cox, Jacob D. 
Crapo, 
Cummings, 
Danford, 
Davis, Horace 
Deering, 


Aiken, 

Atkins, 
Bauning, 
Beebe, 

Bell, 

Benedict, 
Bicknell, 
Blackburn 
Bland, 

Blount, 

Boone, 

Bragg, 

Bridges, 
Bright, 
Brogden, 
suckner, 

Cabell, 

Caldwell, John W. 

Caidwell, W. P. 

Candler, 

Carlisle, 

Chalmers, 

Clark, Alvah A. 

Clark of Missouri, 

Clymer, 

Cobb, 

Cook, 

Covert, 

Cox, Samuel 8S. 

Cravens, 

Crittenden, 

Cutler, 

Davidson, 


jacon, 

sagley, 
Bayne, 
Bisbee, 
Bliss, 
Bouck, 


Denison, 
Dunnell 
Dwight, 

Eames, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 

Evans, I. Newton 
Evans, James L. 
Field, 

Freeman, 

Frye, 

Hanna, 
Harmer, 

Harris, Benj. W 
Haskell, 

Hayes, 
Hazelton 
Hendee, 
Henderson 
Hiscock, 
Hubbell, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
Ittner, 

James, 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 


Keifer, 
Keightley 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Marsh, 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe, 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 
Neal, 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
O'Neill, 
Overton, 
Pacheco, 
Page, 
Patterson, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Pound, 
Price, 


NAYS—130. 


Davis, Joseph J. 
Dibrell, 

Dickey, 
Douglas, 
Durham, 

Eden, 

Eickhoff, 

Elam, 

Evins, John H. 
Ewing, 

Felton, 

Finley, 

Forney, 
Franklin 

Fuller, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 

Goode, 

Hale, 

Hamilton, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 

Hart, 

Hartzell, 
Hatcher 
Henry, 
Hewitt 
Herbert, 
Hooker, 
House 
Hunton 


Abram 8. 


NOT VO 
Boyd 
Sutler, 
Cain, 
Calkins, 
Caswell, 
Clarkeof Kentucky, 


Jones, Frank 
Jones, John 8. 
Kenna, 
Kimmel, 
Knott, 
Landers, 
Ligon, 
Lockwood, 
Lynde, 
Maish, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
McKenzie, 
Mc Mabon, 
Mills, 
Money, 
Morgan, 
Morrison 
Morse, 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Phelps 
Potter, 
Quinn, 
Rea, 


Reilly, 


Rice, Americus V. 


Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 
Ross, 
Sayler, 
TING—M 
Collins, 
Culberson 
Darrall, 
Ellis, 

Fort 
Foster 


The Committe on Appropriations recommend non- 


I hope the amendment will be con- 
I demand the yeas and nays. 


Reed, 

Rice, William W. 
Robinson, George D. 
Robinson, Milton 8. 
Ryan, 

Sampson, 

Sapp, 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson 

Starin, 

Stewart 

Stove, John W 
Stone, Joseph C 
Strait, 

Thompson, 

Tipton 

‘Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M. I. 
Ward 

Watson, 

White, Michael D. 
Williams, Andrew 


Williams, C.G 
Williams, Richard 
Willits, 

Wren. 

Scales, 


Schleicher 
Shelley, 
Singleton, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Sparks, 

Springer, 

Steele, 

Stenger 

Swann, 
Throckmorton, 
‘Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, 

Turney, 

Vance, 

Veeder, 

Waddell, 
Walker, 

Walsh, 

Warner, 
Whitthorne 
Williams, A. 8. 
Williams, James 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert S. 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Wilson, 

Wright, 

Yeates 

Young 


Gardner 
Garfield 
Garth 
(Grause 


Cribson 


CGrunter 


i” 
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Hartridg« Luttrell, Randolph, Thornburgb, 
Henkl Mackey, Reagan, Van Vorhes, 
Hewitt, G. W Manning, Sexton, Wait, 

Hunter Peddie, Slemons, Welch, 

Jones, James ‘I Powers Smalls, White, Harry 
Killinger Pridemore Smith, William E. Wood. 
Knapp Pugh Southard, 

Leonard Rainey Stephens, 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

During the vote Mr. MULDROW stated that his colleague, Mr. MANn- 
NING, Was paired with Mr. CaLkrns, and that,if Mr. MANNING were 
present, he would vote “no,” while Mr. CALKINS, he presumed, would 
vote in the aflirmative. 

Mr. RANDOLPH stated that he was paired with Mr. PRIDEMORE 
and therefore declined to vote. 

On motion of Mr. DURHAM, the reading of the names was dis- 
pensed with. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The Clerk read the forty-fourth amendment, as follows : 

lo pay John W. Dodd and John McKinny for work and labor and materials fur 


nishedin grading and paving the sidewalk and gutters on Michigan street, in front 
of the arsenal grounds, in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana, 86,004.48 


concurrence. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I ask unanimous consent to make a statement 
in reference to that amendment. 

Mr. DURHAM. I object. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. DURHAM. I move to reconsider all of the votes just taken ; 
and also move that the motion to reconsider be lead upon the table. 

Mr. WADDELL. Does that include also the motion to reconsider 
and laying that motion upon the table in reference to the twelfth 
amendment, which was concurred in? 

Mr. DURHAM. It does. 

The motion to reconsider was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I think I was misunderstood by the gentleman 
from Kentucky having charge of the bill in regard to the motion to 
reconsider the twelfth amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The House has passed from the consideration of 
the subject, the amendments having been disposed of and motions to 
reconsider laid upon the table. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I made the motion to reconsider at the time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was bound to recognize the gentleman 
in charge of the bill. 

Mr. SAMPSON. The Chair was bound to recognize the gentleman 
in charge of the bill; but is that true where the majority of the House 
is against him? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman represented the majority in every 
instance except one, and the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
WADDELL, ] who represented the majority on that question, the Chair 
understood, conceded to him the right to make the motion to recon- 
sider, in so far as the twelfth amendment of the Senate was con- 
cerned. 

Mr. WADDELL. If he had not made the motion to reconsider and 
lay upon the table, I would have done so. 

Mr. HUMPRHEY. Did the motion cover the twelfth amendment, 
which was concurred in? 

The SPEAKER. It did. The motion embraced the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which that amendment was concurred in, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. The subject has now 
passed from the consideration of the House. 

VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the Chair will now an- 
nounce appointments to fill vacancies on committees, 

There was no objection. 

The Speaker announced the following: 

Tuomas T, CRITTENDEN—Naval Affairs. 

BENJAMIN F’. MARTIN—War Claims. 

JORDAN E. CRAVENS—Territories. 

L. 8. MeTcaALFE—Invalid Pensions. 

ABRAM 8. Hewitt, of New York—Pacific Railroad. 

CLARKSON N. Porrer—Reform in Civil Service. 

KE. Kirke Hart—Revision of Laws. 

GEORGE A. BICKNELL—Private Land Claims. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the 
following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 1532) to provide a method for the settlement and 
adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of the United States for 
the District of Columbia. P 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. Linpsry, for two days after Thursday next, on account of 
important business ; A 

‘To Mr. CASWELL, indefinitely, on account of severe illness in his 
family ; . 


_ To Mr. ELtswortu, for the remainder of the week, on account of 
important business; and 


| 





To Mr. SMitTH, of Pennsylvania, for the remainder of the week on 


| account of important business. ‘ 


Mr. DURHAM. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o'clock and 
forty-eight minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk 
under the rule, and referred as stated : ’ 

By Mr. BAKER, of New York: The memorial of the Oswego Falls 
Manufacturing Company, employing seven hundred and fifty work. 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tari 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such tari 
legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would Jes 
promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BALLOU: The memorials of Hope Thread Company anq 
other manufacturers, of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, employing one 


| hundred and seventy-two workmen; of Latimer, Stillman & (o, 
Mr. HENDERSON. I hope that amendment will be concurred in. | 
Mr. DURHAM. The Committee on Appropriations recommend non- | 


manufacturers of woolens, at Westerly, Rhode Island, employing sixty 
workmen ; of Pearce Brothers, manufacturers of woolens, at Phenix. 


| Rhode Island, employing fifteen workmen, of similar import—to the 


same committee. 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of Thompson & Lyons and forty. 
four other business men and firms, of Allegheny, Pennsylvania, that 
the import duties on flaxseed and linseed oil remain unchanged—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of Benjamin Gratz, for com. 
pensation for property taken, used, and destroyed by the United 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BLAND: The petition of citizens of Missouri, for cheap 


| telegraphy—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


By Mr. CABELL: The petition of Isabella W. Cunningham, for 
compensation for property destroyed by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The memorial of J. & H. Hutchison, man- 
ufacturers, at Brooklyn, New York, employing fifty workmen, that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties 
until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the con- 
dition of the industries of the country and the nature of such tariff 
legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Comittee of 


| Ways and Means. 


By Mr. CLAFLIN: The memorials of Albert E. Smith and other 
manufacturers, at Cherry Valley, Massachusetts, employing four hun- 
dred and seventy workmen; of William Marriott, manufacturer of 
woolens, at Stoughton, Massachusetts, employing one hundred work- 
men; of Clinton Yarn Company, manufacturers of yarns, at Clinton, 
Massachusetts, employing seventy-five workmen ; of Scott & Wilcox, 
manufacturers of woolens, and of Booth & Miller, manufacturers of 
cassimeres, at Milville, Massachusetts, the former employing one hun- 
dred and thirty, the latter sixty-five, workmen; of W. C. Freeman, 
manufaeturer of Cardigan jackets at Needham, Massachusetts; of H. 
S. Clark, manufacturer of woolen yarns, at South Walpole, Massachu- 
setts, employing twenty-five workmen, of similar import—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: The petition of citizens of Iowa, thatthe 
duty on flaxseed and linseed oil remain unchanged—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. CORLETT: Papers relating to the claims of certain set 
tlers in the Wind River Valley, in Wyoming Territory, for compensa- 
tion for improvements ,on certain Indian reservations—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The memorials of W. R. Edwards, manufacturer 
of silk, employing sixty-five workmen; of Louis Franke and other 
manufacturers of silk, employing two hundred and fifty workmen; 
of Wright Smith and other manufacturers of silk, employing fitty 
workmen; of Geametti & Co. and other manufacturers of silk; of 
J. H. Booth & Co., manufacturers of silk, employing seventy work- 
men ; of Saleh Meyenberg, manufacturer of silk, employing two hun- 
dred and fifty workmen, all at Paterson, New Jersey, that Congress 
will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until alter 
it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of thé 
industries of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as 
in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the res- 
toration of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means 

By Mr. DANFORD: The memorial of John C. Kerr, manufacturer 
of woolens, at Cadiz, Ohio, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: Resolutions of the board of super 
visors of the city and county of San Francisco, California, respecting 
a new post-office building in said city—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. DENISON : The memorials of J.C. Parker & Co., manufact: 
urers of flannels, at Quechee, Vermont, employing sixty workmen; 
of White & McKinzie, manufacturers, at Bridgewater, Vermont, ¢2 
ploying forty-five workmen ; of Ludlow Woolen Mills, at Ludlow, 

yermont, employing one hundred and sixty workmen, that Congres 
will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after 
it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition ot the 
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industries of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as 
in the opinion of practical business men would best yromote the res- 
toration of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of Joshua Beck, for compensation 
for property taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on 

Var Claims. 

” By Mr. EDEN: The memorial of B. 8. Jennings, manufacturer of 
woolens, at Sullivan, Illinois, that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practi- 
eal business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The memorials of Rust, Eaton & Co., and 
other manufacturers of lumber, at Saginaw, Michigan, employing five 
hundred and fifty workmen ; of Hileman, Hesser & Co., manufact- 
urers of lumber, at Trufant, Michigan, employing one hundred work- 
men; of D. M. Gardner, manufacturer of lumber, at Stanton, Michi- 
ran, employing twenty-five workmen; of A. J. Van Leuven, manu- 
facturer of lumber, at Riverdale, Gratiot County, Michigan, employ- 
ing twenty workmen; of Hesser, Johnston & Co., manufacturers of 
lumber, at Coral, Michigan, employing seventy-five workmen, of sim- 
ilar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The memorial of Reese, Graff & Woods, manu- 
facturers of iron and steel, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, employing six 
hundred and ten workmen, of similar import—to the same comunittee. 

By Mr. FENN: The petition of citizens of the Territory of Idaho, 
for an extension of the time for the completion of the Northern Pa- 
citic Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. FORNEY: The memorial of the Woodstock Iron Company, 
at Anniston, Alabama, employing six hundred workmen, that Con- 
grass will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until 
after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the 
restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. GOODE: The memorial of officers of the United States 
Navy and citizens of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Virginia, that a suit- 
able pension may be granted to the widow and children of the late 
Captain J. J. Guthrie, ef the life-saving service, who lost his life 
while attempting to rescue the crew of the Huron—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Mary A. Mitchell, for a pension— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. HANNA: The petition of W. H. Martin and others, soldiers 
of the Mexican war, for pensions—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The memorial of C. Chaffinjon, mannu- 
facturer of silk, at Jersey City Heights, New Jersey, employing three 
hundred workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and the 
nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical busi- 
ness men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARMER: The memorials of Gillender & Sons, and other 
manufacturers of glass, employing two thousand workmen; of Henry 
Disston & Sons, and other manufacturers of saws, tools, &c., employ- 
ing over forty-five hundred workmen; of Shappers Brothers and 
other manufacturers of worsteds, chemicals, &c., employing twenty- 
four hundred and thirty-five workmen; of Byrom Bierley and other 
manufacturers of cotton, employing over one thousand workmen ; of 
Conyers, Button & Co., employing three hundred and fifty work- 
men, all at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; also of G. J. Littlewood 
and other manufacturers of cotton, &c., at Manayunk and German- 
town, Philadelphia, employing two hundred and twenty-five work- 
men; of 8, C. Lewis & Co. and other manufacturers, of Philadel- 
phia, employing two hundred workmen; of William & H. Rowland, 
manufacturers of steel, at Frankford, Philadelphia, employing one 
hundred and thirty workmen; of Hughes & Patterson, manufactur- 
ers of iron, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employing one hundred 
and twenty workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The memorial of Alexander 
Lynes, manufacturer of hosiery, at Highlandville, Massachusetts, em- 
ploying sixty workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: Resolutions of the State Board of Agricult- 
ure of Illinois, recommending the formation of a bureau of agricult- 
ure at the national capital—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. HASKELL: The memorial of Kansas Rolling Mill Com- 
pany and other manufacturers of iron, at Rosedale, Kansas, employ- 
ing three hundred and fifteen workmen, that no action be taken 
concerning a revision of the tariff until the subject is thoroughly 
investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of John E. O’Don- 
nell—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of John M. Banon, to be reinstated to his former 

ition as a second assistant engineer United States Navy—to the 
ommittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The memorials of William H. Harrison, miner 
of copper at Clifton, Michigan, employing thirteen hundred and 


seventy-four workmen ; of J. W. Wells, manufacturer of lumber at 
Menominee, Michigan, employing forty-five workmen; and of Allo- 
nez Mine Company, miners of copper at Allonez, Michigan, employ- 
ing five hundred workmen, that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical 
business men would best promote the restoration of general prosper- 
ity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claims of Matilda and 
Mary Heymes for arrears of pension—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. JACOBS: The petition of citizens of Pine County, Wash- 
ington Territory, for an extension of the time for the completion of 
the Northern Pacitic Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road. 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: The memorials of Richard Fath, 
manufacturer at Tilton, New Hampshire, employing thirty workmen ; 
of Granite Mills Company, manufacturers of woolens at Tilton, New 
Hampshire, employing sixty workmen, and of Great Falls Woolen 
Company, employing one hundred workmen, that Congress will take 
no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall 
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries 
of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opin- 
ion of practical business men would best promote the restoration of 
general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. . 

By Mr. JOYCE: The memorials of E. Colvin, manufacturer of wool- 
ens at Pawlet, Vermont; of A. B. Valentine, manufacturer of kuit 
goods at Bennington, Vermont, employing seven hundred and twenty- 
tive workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of James B. Royce, for an increase of pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: The memorials of the Michigan Central Iron 
Company, manufacterers of pig-iron, at Lawton, Michigan, employ- 
ing one hundred and fifty workmen; of W. L. Thomas and other 
manufacturers of lumber, at Bangor, Michigan, employing nineteen 
workmen; and of Bangor Furnace Company and other manufacturers 
of iron, at Bangor, Michigan, employing two hundred and forty work- 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an otlicial inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LANDERS: The memorials of Kessler & Bulloma, manu- 
facturers of woolens, at Hartford, Connecticut, employing forty work- 
men; of Hockanum Company, manufacturers of worsteds, at Rock- 
ville, Connecticut, employing two hundred and twenty workmen; of 
French, Weston & Co., manufacturers at Hartford, Vermont, employ- 
ing fifteen workmen, of similar import—to the same comu.ittee. 

By Mr. LINDSEY: The memorials of Dunn Edge-Too: Company, 
manufacturers of tools, at West Waterville, Maine, employing two 
hundred workmen, and of Archibald Linn, manufacturer of woolens 
and cassimeres, at Hartland, Maine, employing ninety workmen, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LOCKWOOD: Papers relating to the claim of Arabella 
Riley, executrix of the late Brevet Brigadier-General Bennett Riley— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MAISH: Memorial of C. W. Ahl & Son, manufacturers of 
iron, at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of prac- 
tical business men would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, papers relating to the bill to restore Captain William L. Foulk 
to the Army—to the Committee on Military Altairs. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: The memorials of Catskill Paper Company, em- 
ploying fifteen workmen, and of Austin & Austin, manufacturers of 
press and bonnet boards, at Catskill, New York, employing six work- 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tarift 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such 
tariff legislation asin the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: The memorial of Wick, Ridgway & Co. and 
other manufacturers of iron, at Youngstown, Ohio, employing six 
hundred and ten workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: The memorials of Youngman, Cassell & Co., 
manufacturers of woolens, at Antes Fort, Pennsylvania, employing 
forty-four workmen ; of Minnequa Nail and Bar-Iron Works, at Cogan 
Station, Pennsylvania, employing forty-five workmen; and of Val- 
entine Iron Company, of Williamsport, Penusylvania, employing 
sixty-two workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The memorials of Stokes & Parrish and other 
machinists, employing over five hundred workmen; of Mellor & Rit- 
tenhouse, manufacturers of chemicals; of Aub, Hackenburg & Co., 
manufacturers of silk, employing one hundred and twenty-four work- 
men; of Myers & Erwin, manufacturers of hayforks, employing 
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forty-five workmen; of Whitney & Sons, manufacturers of car 
wheels, employing two hundred workmen ; of E. A. Smith & Broth- 
ers and other manufacturers, employing fifteen hundred workmen ; 
of Rosengarten & Sons and other manufacturers of chemicals, em- 
ploying a very large number of workmen ; of French, Richards & Co., 
manufacturers of paints, employing a large number of workmen, all 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practicai | 
business men would best promote the restoration of general prosper- 
ity—to the same committee. 

By Mr. QUINN: The memorial of Rankin Knitting Company, mannu- 
facturers of underwear, at Cohoes, New York, employing one hun- 
dred and eighty workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REED: The memorials of Edward Hargreaves, manufact- 
urer of woolens at North Shapleigh, Maine, employing forty-five work- 
men; of William Beatty, manufacturer of woolens, at North Gray, 
Maine, employing twenty-four workmen, of similar import—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: Papers relating to the petition of 
Rufus M. Hodgkins, postmaster at Cambridgeport, Massachusetts, for 
relief—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts : The memorials of the Spring- 
tield Glazed Paper Company, manufacturers of paper, at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, employing thirty workmen ; of 8. Blackington Woolen 
Company, manufacturers of woolens, at Blackington, Massachusetts, 
employing three hundred workmen ; of L. Pomeroy & Sons, manufact- 
urers of woolens, at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, employing two hun- 
dred and fifty workmen; of Smith’s Paper Company, manufacturers 
of paper, at Lee, Massachusetts, employing three hundred workmen ; 
of J. L. Peck, manufacturer, at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, employing 
one hundred and fifty workmen; of J. Barker & Brothers, manu- 
facturers of woolens, at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, employing two 
hundred workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and the 
natare of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business 
men would best premote the restoration of general prosperity—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RYAN: Papers relating to the claims of John 8. Friend 
for compensation for damages on account of Indian depredations— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. SAYLER: The petition of B. Mackall, for compensation for 
services rendered as special assistant sergeant-at-arms of the House 
of Representatives—to the Committee of Accounts. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of Peter McIntyre, of Henry 
Birch and other creditors of the District of Columbia, of Albert An- 
gria, and of Thomas Lucas—to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claim of R. M. Mil- 
ler—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SINNICKSON: The memorials of Samuel Semple & Sons, 
manufacturers, at Mount Holly, New Jersey, employing two hundred 
workmen ; of Eastlake Woolen Manufacturing Company, manufact- 
urers of woolens, at Bridgeton, New Jersey, employing one hundred 
workmen; of Joseph Wharton, manufacturer of nickel, &c., at Phila- 
delphia, (works at Camden, New Jersey,) employing one hundred and 
twenty workmen ; of Gloucester Manutacturing Company and other 
manutacturers, of cotton, terra cotta, &c., at Gloucester City, New 
Jersey,employing twelve hundred workmen; of the Esterbrook Steel- 
Pen Company and other manufacturers, at Camden, New Jersey, em- 
ploying five hundred workmen ; of Wood & Haslan, of Camden, New 
Jersey, employing one hundred and seventy-five workmen; of J. W. 
Starr & Son, manufacturers of iron pipe, &c., at Camden, New Jer- 
sey, employing one thousand workmen, that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion 
of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STEWART: The memorial of Olds & Lord, manufacturers 
of lumber, at Afton, Minnesota, employing one hundred workmen, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. STONE: The memorials of A. B. Long & Son, manufactur- 
ersof lumber, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, employing one hundred 
and fifty workmen ; of L. H. Whitney & Co. and other manufacturers of 
lumber,at Grand Rapids, Michigan, employing one hundred workmen ; 
of Osterhout, Fox & Co., and other manufacturers of lumber, at 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, employing fifty workmen, of similar im- 
port—to the same committee. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The memorial of Spearman Iron Company, 
at Sharpsville, Pennsylvania, employing thirty-five workmen, of sim- 
ilar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois: The memorial of J. H. & A. 
White, J. B. Turner & Co., and other manufacturers of woolens, of 
Olney, Illinois, employing twenty-five workmen, of similar import— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the claimof George W. Morse— 
to the Committee on Patents. 


By Mr. WAIT: The memorials of J. M. Huntingdon & (, and 
other manufacturers of iron, employing one hundred and ten work 
men; of Uneas Ribbon Company, manufacturers, employing fifty 
workmen ; of Thames Iron Works Company, and other manufactur, 
of iron, employing one hundred and ten workmen, all at Norw;, ‘%y 
Connecticut; of Yantic Woolen Company, manufacturers at Yay+;," 
Connecticut, employing one hundred and thirty workmen, that (,, 
gress will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff Aunties 
until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the eoyyi. 
tion of the industries of the country and the nature of such tariy 
legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would jes; 
promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee os 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WALKER: Papers relating to the claim of A. W. Hick — 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WALSH: The petition of the mayor and the presidents of 
the board of aldermen and common council of Frederick City, Mary. 
land, to be refunded $200,000 paid by said city to save it from destrue. 
tion during the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of citizens, merchants, vessel ow). 
ers and masters, residents of Erie, Pennsylvania, for the improvement 
of the harbor of Grand Marais, Lake Superior—to the Conunittee oy 
Commerce. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: Papers relating to the claims of Ellen Pp. 
Malloy, E. P. MeNeal, and Abbie P. Anderson, for compensation for 
property taken and destroyed by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: Papers relating to the claim of 
Richard T. Morsell—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of retail dealers in liquors in the District of (o- 
lumbia, for relief from alleged grievances—to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. . 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: Papers relating to the claim of 
N. H. Coverdale—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petition of citizens of Oregon 
for an extension of the time for the completion of the Northern Pa 
cific Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The memorial of Ypsilanti Paper Company anu 
other manufacturers of paper at Ypsilanti, Michigan, employing one 
hundred and thirty workmen, that Congress will take no action cou 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
aud the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practica! 
business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WOOD: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New 
York and of merchants, underwriters, and bankers, asking that the 
mission to the United States of Colombia be restored—to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. YEATES: The petition of J. R. Wood, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


in. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, December 12, 1877. 


GeorGce F. Hoar, a Senator from the State of Massachusetts, ap- 
peared in his seat to-day. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in response to the resolution 
of the Senate of the 10th instant, a copy of a report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office in regard to the number of miles of 
the Oregon Central Railroad completed, the number of miles uncom- 
pleted, and the number of acres of land patented to the company; 
which, on motion of Mr. CHAFFEE, was referred to the Committee ot 
Railroads, and ordered to be printed. e 


DISTRICT REFORM SCHOOL. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed Mr. ALLISON a consulting trustee 
on the part of the Senate of the Reform School of the District ot 
Columbia in place of Mr. Hitchcock, late Senator from Nebraska, 
resigned. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. ; 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of the Howard Temple 
Honor, of Illinois, officially signed, praying for the appointment 0:4 
commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; Ww! 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. “i! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of Mrs. C. A. King, Mrs. 
Sarah M. Lynde, Lucinda Smith, and a large number of other pe™ 
sons, some of whom are personally known to me to be highly respect 
able citizens of the State of Vermont, of the county of Windbam, and 
I have no doubt all the others are, praying for such a change of the 
Constitution in substance as will allow females the right to vote. 
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move the reference of this petition to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. an al 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present also the petition of Theodore D. Ka- 
nouse, right worthy grand templar, and W.S.W illiams, right worthy 
wrand seeretary, of the Independent Order of Good Templars of the 
[United States, praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry 
into the alcoholic liquor traffic in its relations to taxation, revenue, 
&c., which, I will add, I hope may be done. I move the reference of 
this petition to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. i 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of Schuyler Hunt, 
Rev. W. H. Garland, and others, citizens of New York City, praying 
for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
holie liquor traftic ; which was referred to the Committee on F inance. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of the Wicks Manufacturing 
Company, manufacturers of worsteds, of Worcester, Massachusetts, 
employing one hundred and twenty-tive workmen ; the petition of 
Seavey, Foster & Bowman, manufacturers of sewing silk, of Boston, 
Massachusetts, employing two hundred and fifty workmen; the pe- 
tition of Scott & Wilcox and others, manufacturers of wool, ‘&c., of 
Millville, Massachusetts, employing one’ hundred and thirty work- 
men; the petition of Booth & Miller, manufacturers of cassimeres, 
of Millville, Massachusetts, employing sixty-five workmen ; the peti- 
tion of A. C. Wiswall & Sou, manufacturers of paper, of Newton, 
Massachusetts, employing twelve workmen ; the petition of the Nono- 
tuck Silk Company, manufacturers of silk, of Florence, Massachusetts, 
employing five hundred and fifty workmen; the petition of J. L. 
Peck, manufacturer, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, employing one hun- 
dred and fifty workmen; the petition of the Smith Paper Company, 
manufacturers of paper, of Lee, Massachusetts, employing three hun- 
dred workmen; and the petition of Rogers & Sheldon, manufacturers 
of iron, of Boston, Massachusetts, employing seventy-tive workmen, 
praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of 
tariff duties until it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of such 
tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BLAINE presented the petition of C. F. Clark, manufacturer 
of lumber, of Hollis Centre, Maine, employing thirty workmen ; the 
petition of A, Linn, manufacturer of woolen goods, of Hartland, 
Maine, employing ninety workmen ; the petition of Hathorn, Foss 
& Co,, manufacturers of lumber, of Lambert Lake, Maine, employ- 
ing seventy workmen, and the petition of W. R. H. Dutton and 
others, manufacturers of lumber, of Steuben, Maine, employing thirty 
workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concerning a 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of 
pract.cal business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of William J. Maxwell, John A 
Blain, and others, citizens of New York City, praying for the ap- 
pointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of J. Barker & Brother, manu- 
facturers of wool, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, employing two hun- 
dred workmen; the petition of the Clinton Yarn Company, manu- 
facturers of cotton, of Clinton, Massachusetts, employing seventy-five 
workmen ; the petition of the American Print Works, manufacturers 
of printed calico, of Fall River, Massachusetts, employing nine hun- 
dred workmen; the petition of James Phillips, jr., manufacturer of 
worsteds, of Fitchburgh, Massachusetts, employing one hundred and 
thirty-five workmen; the petition of J. M. Daniels & Son, manufact- 
urers of cotton, of Worcester, Massachusetts, employing forty-five 
workmen ; the petition of the Wright Manufacturing Company, man- 
ufacturers of alpaca, of Lawrence, Massachusetts, employing two 
hundred workmen; the petition of Alexander Lynes, manufacturer 
of woolens, of Hilandville, Massachusetts, employing twelve work- 
men ; the petition of William C. Freeman, manufacturer of Cardigan 
jackets, of Needham, Massachusetts, and the petition of B. W. Glea- 
son & Co., manufacturers of woolens, of Rock Bottom, Massachusetts, 
employing one Bundred workmen, praying that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in 
the opinion of practical business men would best promote the restor- 
a of general prosperity ; which were referred to the Committee on 

lance, 
; Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of the Grand Division of 
Sons of Temperance of the State of Rhode Island, officially signed, 
praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning 
Fomanalle liquor traffic ; which was referred to the Committee on 
ice, 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of Seville Schofield and 
others, manufacturers of woolens, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, em- 
Ploying sixty-two hundred and twenty-one workmen ; the petition of 
WV. C. Allison & Sons, and other manufacturers of iron tubes, &c., of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employing one thousand and sixteen work- 








men; the petition of G. W. Plumly & Sons, and other manufacturers, 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,employing twenty-four hundred work- 
men; the petition of John J. Glazier, Brother & Co., and other man- 
ufacturers, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employing fifteen hundred 
and ninety workmen; the petition of H. Disston & Sons, and other 
manufacturers of iron, steel, &c., of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, em- 
ploying five thousand and seventy workmen ; the petition of Sheppers 
Brothers, and other manufacturers of chemicals, &c., of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, employing twenty-four hundred and thirty-tive work- 
men; the petition of M. W. Lippen & Co., manufacturers of dress 
trimmings, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employing one thousand 
workmen ; the petition of the Cambria Iron Company and others, 
manufacturers of iron, steel, &c., of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, em- 
ploying thirty-three hundred workmen ; the petition of Clark, Beatty 
& Co., and others, manufacturers, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, em- 
ploying two hundred and seventy-nine workmen ; the petition of Ben- 
son & Cottrell, manufacturers of iron, of Columbia, Pennsylvania ; 
the petition of Shoenberger, Blair & Co., and others, manufacturers 
of iron, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, employing one hundred work- 
men: the petition of Mellor & Rittenhouse, manufacturers of chem- 
icals, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the petition of J. B. Seidel & 
Sons, manufacturers of boiler-plates, &c., of Maysville, Perry County, 
Pennsy]|vania, employing fifty workmen ; the petition of Gartley & 
lox, machinists, of Minersville, Pennsylvania, employing twelve work- 
men; the petition of Brown & Mosgrove and other manufacturers of 
iron, of Kittaning, Pennsylvania, employing three hundred and ten 
workmen ; the petition of the Duncannon Iron Company, manufact- 
urers of pig-iron, &c., of Duncannon, Pennsylvania, employing two 
hundred workmen; the petition of W. M. Allison & Brother, and 
other manufacturers of wool and flour, of Potter's Mills, Pennsylvania, 
employing twenty-four workmen; the petition of Myers & Ervien, 
manufacturers of hay-forks, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employ- 
ing forty-five workmen; the petition of B.S. Newbold & Son, and 
others, manufacturers of iron, cotton, &c., of Norristown, Pennsylva- 
nia, employing two hundred and forty-eight workmen ; the petition 
of Conyers, Button & Co., manufacturers, of Germantown, Pennsy!|- 
vania, employing three hundred and fifty workmen; the petition of 
Charles Roberts, manufacturer of cotton, of Chester, Pennsylvania, 
employing one hundred and twenty-four workmen ; the petition of 
the Blair Iron and Coal Company, manufacturers of iron, &c., of 
Hollidaysburgh, Pennsylvania, employing five hundred workmen; the 
petition of the Bloomsburgh lron Company and others, manufactur- 
ers of iron, of Bloomsburgh, Pennsylvania, employing one hundred 
and fifty workmen ; the petition of the Monocacy Furnace Company, 
manufacturers of iron, of Monocacy Furnace, Pennsylvania, employ- 
ing forty workmen ; the petition of William and H. Rowland, man- 
ufacturers of steel, of Frankford, Pennsylvania, employing one hun- 
dred and thirty workmen ; the petition of the Valentine Iron Com- 
pany, manufacturers of iron, of Williamsport, Penusylvania, employ- 
ing sixty-two workmen; the petition of Edward 8. Buckley, manu- 
facturer of iron, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employing seventy- 
five workmen ; the petition of J. B. Moorhead & Co., manufacturers 
of iron, of Conshohocken, Pennsylvania; the petition of the Danbar 
Furnace Company, manufacturers of pig-iron, of Dunbar, Pennsyl- 
vania, employing four hundred workmen ; the petition of the Stewart 
Iron Company, manufacturers of iron, of Sharon, Mercer County, 
Pennsylvania, employing eighty-five workinen; and the petition of 
Shoenberger & Co., manufacturers of iron, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia, employing three hundred and fifty workmen, praying that Con- 
gress will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff duties 
until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the con- 
dition of the industries of the country and that the nature of such 
tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petitionof Mrs. Sylvia Jane Odell and others, 
citizens of Crawford County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Emma 
J. MeCullis and others, of Crawford County, Pennsylvania; and the 
petition of Mary A. Dean and others, of Wyoming County, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States 
citizens on account of sex; which were referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

He ste presented the petition of D. P. Lindsay and others, citizens 
of Cokeville, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, praying for leg- 
islation in the interest of labor, and affording relief to indigent col- 
onizers on public lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present seven petitions of the same character as 
those just presented in relation to the tariff, from different persons, 
firms, and corporations, in the City of New York, engaged in various 
manufactures, each employing quite a large number of men; which 
I move be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of Good Templars of Low- 
ville, New York, officially signed, and the petition of 29 citizens of 
Chittenango, Madison County, New York, asking for the appointment 
of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor tratfic ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of the Root Manufacturing Company, 
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manufacturers of hosiery, at Cohoes, New York, employing three hun- 
dred workmen; the petition of R. N. Gere, manufacturer of iron, at 
Geddes, New York, employing three hundred workmen; the petition 
of the Elmira Iron and Steel Rolling Mills Company, manufacturers 
of iron and steel, at Syracuse, New York, employing three hundred 
and fifty workmen; the petition of Sweet’s Manufacturing Company, 
manufacturers of iron and steel, at Syracuse, New York, employing 
two hundred workmen; the petition of the Syracuse lron Works, 
manufacturers of iron, at Syracuse, New York, employing four hun- 
dred and fifty workmen; the petition of N. Gridley & Son, manu- 
facturers of iron, at Wassaic, New York, employing one hundred and 
fifty workmen; the petition of the Manhattan Iron Company, manu- 
facturers of iron, at Manhattanville, New York, employing one hun- 
dred and sixty-five workmen; the petition of H. H. Philps & Co., 
manufacturers of paper, at Brooklyn, New York, employing seventy- 
five workmen; the petition of Lee, Carter & Co., manufacturers of 
hosiery, at Highlandville, New York, employing thirty-seven work- 
men; the petition of Ontario Iron Company, manufacturers of iron, 
at Rochester, New York, employing one hundred and fifty workmen; 
the petition of William A. Harder, jr., manufacturer of knit goods, 
at Mellinville, New York, employing tifty workmen; and the petition 
of the Albany Aniline and Chemical Works, manufacturers of chem- 
icals, at Albany, New York, employing eleven workmen, praying that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until 
after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the country and that the nature of such tariff legis- 
lation is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MCDONALD presented the petition of Ebenezer 8. Watson 
and others, citizens of Plainfield, Indiana, praying for the appoint- 
ment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON presented the petition of F. 8. Root, T. J. Lee, and 
others, citizens of New Haven, Connecticut, praying for the appoint- 
ment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of Seidel, Hastings & Co., 
manufacturers of iron, of Wilmington, Delaware, employing eighty- 
two workmen, and the petition of the Diamond State Iron Company, 
manufacturers of iron, of Wilmington, Delaware, employing three 
hundred workmen, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such that in 
the opinion of practical basiness men would best promote the restora- 
tion of general prosperity; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of the officers of the Grand 
Lodge of Good Templars of Kansas, representing a membership of 
sixty-four hundred and fifty-eight persons, praying for the appoint- 
ment of acommission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of the Kansas Rolling-Mill Company, 
manufacturers of iren, of Rosedale, Kansas, employing three hundred 
and fifteen workmen, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion 
of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. INGALLS. I present the petilion of Lucy A. Christian and 
sundry other citizens of Belleville, Republic County, Kansas; the 

vetition of Eliza Stewart and others, citizens of Cherokee County, 

‘ansas, and the petition of Julia 8. Houghey and others, of Miami 
and Linn Counties, Kansas, praying for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex. In present- 
ing these petitions I take the occasion to say that I do not sympathize 
with the object for which the petitioners pray, and I do not think 
they represent the sentiments of any considerable portion of the citi- 
zens of my State, either male or female. I think that there is no 
county, nor city, nor ward, nor township in that State where, if this 
proposition were submitted to either the men or the women, it would 
not be voted down by a very large majority. I move the reference 
of these petitions to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of William F. Barnard, 
Thomas B. Hill, aad others, citizens of New York City, praying for 
the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

r. CONKLING presented the petition of Alfred E. Morton and 
others, of New York City; the petition of Henry M. Asher and others, 
of New York City; the petition of D. W. Wright and others, of New 
York City; and the petition of William King, of Hartsville, New 
York, praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor traftic; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of the 
Grand Lodge of Good Templars of Pennsylvania, signed by the offi- 


cers, praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry eo 
cerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred to the Com, 
mittee on Finance. : 

He also presented the petition of Catharine Winton and others, of 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, praying for an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States co 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which y - 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, a 

He also presented the petition of Nancy C. Sanders and others ,; 
Crawford County, Pennsylvania, and the petition of Mrs. J. E. Sobers 
and others, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying for an amend. 
ment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the seyer,) 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of Sie 
which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. | 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of Joseph Braff and others 
citizens of Damascoville, Ohio, praying for the appointment of 4 
commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trattic; whj, h 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Henry Strong and others 
citizens of Brown County, Wisconsin, praying for the repeal of the 
bankrupt law ; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of William H. Rell, Joseph 
French, and others, citizens of New York City, praying for the ap. 
pointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of the Grand Division of Sons 
of Temperance of the State of Maine, officially signed, praying for 
the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcohol: 
liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SARGENT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 304) to regulate expenditures in the Nayy, 
reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the )j|! 
(S. No. 265) authorizing a general account of advances for naval ap- 
propriations, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the )il] 
(S. No. 354) to equalize the pay of rear-admirals on the retired |ist, 
reported adversely thereon, and the bill was postponed indetinitely. 

Mr. BOOTH, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the bill (H.R. No. 1896) for the relief of Nancy A. Herrick, of Roches 
ter, New York, asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion and that it be referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims: 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY. By misapprehension of its character the bill (H. R. 
No. 1889) for the relief of David W. Cheeseman, of Lake City, in Lake 
County, in the State of Oregon, was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. It pertains to the Treasury Department 
instead of to the Post-Office. I move, therefore, that the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill and that it be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the memorial of Mrs. Sue Partee, a citizen of Lau- 
derdale County, Tennessee, praying compensation for property de- 
stroyed during the late war, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed, and the committee were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 184) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to transfer to the Secretary of the Interior, for entry and 
sale, all lands in the State of Florida not needed for naval purposes 
reported it with amendments. 

Ie also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 258) to retrocede to the State of Florida jurisdiction over 
lands reserved for a dock-yard in the county of Escambia, in said 
State, reported it without amendment. ; 

Mr. DORSEY. By some error the bill (H. R. No. 1888) for the relief 
of Macon, Georgia, was referred tothe Committee on Appropriations. 
I move that that committee be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the bill and that it be referred to the Committee on (laims, 
where it properly belongs. ® 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I am instructed by the Committee on Pablic Build- 
ings and Grounds, to whom was referred the petition of Clemence >. 
Lozier, president, and other officers of the National Woman Sutirage 
Association, praying for the use of the Senate Chamber on some day 
in January next for the delegates to the sixteenth-amendment con- 
vention in which to present the subject of a constitutiona! amend: 
ment in relation to woman suffrage, to report that the invariable 
precedent of the Senate is to decline the use of the hall for any otber 
purpose than for the legitimate business of the Senate. W ithout 
expressing any opinion adverse to the object of this convention, | am 
instructed to report adversely on the petition and ask that the cow- 
mittee be discharged from its further consideration. 

The report was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 











to introduce a bill (8. No. 446) establishing a post-route in the State 
of Arkansas; Which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. McDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 447) to recognize the Woodruff scientific 
expedition around the world, and for other purposes ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8. No. 448) for the relief of the heirs of George McDou- 
wall, deceased ; Which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. , 

Mr. BARNUM (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 449) to save the rights of 
vatentees under section 4916 of the Revised Statutes; which was 
read twiee by its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 450) to authorize the President to restore 
Samuel M. Robbins to his former rank in the Army; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CONOVER (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 451) for the relief of James 
C. McBurney, trustee &c.; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORRILL (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 452) to provide for a commis- 
sion on the subject of the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. COCKRELL (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 453) to remit the tax on 
insolvent banks in certain cases; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 454) granting a pension to Stephen C. Herndon ; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 455) for the relief of Patrick Sullivan; which 
was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on the files 
relating to the case, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MERRIMON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 456) creating certain post-routes in North 
Carolina; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post- Roads. 

Mr. RANSOM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 457) to provide for the settlement of accounts 
with certain railway companies; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Cominittee on Military Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. INGALLS, it was 


Ordered, That Mrs. Bridget Collins have leave to withdraw her petition and 
papers from the files of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. WITHERS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Segar, praying that he be allowed pay as 
United States Senator, with the papers accompanying, be taken from the files and 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


On motion of Mr. MCMILLAN, it was 


Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of Doughty & Card be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSTON, it was 


Ordered, That William 8. Mitchell have leave to withdraw his papers from the 
files of the Senate on leaving copies thereof with the Secretary. 


On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Mary Wilkes, widow of Admiral Charles 


Wilkes, praying to be allowed a pension, be taken from the files and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


MILITIA OF THE STATES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I offer the following resolution : 


Ww hereas section 1625 of the Revised Statutes provides that every able-bodied 
male citizen of the respective States resident therein who is of the age of eighteen 
years and under the age of forty-five years shall be enrolled in the militia, and 
section 1661 further provides that ‘the annual sum of $200,000 is appropriated, to 
be paid ont of any money in the Sane not otherwise appropriated, for the pur- 
pose of providing arms and equipments for the whole body of the militia, either by 
pure hase or manufacture by and on account of the United States: Therefore, 

_ Be it resolved, That the Secretary of War is hereby requested to report to the 
Senate the condition and number of militia enrolled in the several States and what 
re commendation he may have, if any, looking to a more thorough organization and 
- «ction of information and reports concerning the same; also that he report to 
~ “enate the amount annually apportioned to each of the States under said sec- 

ion 1661; and if any State has received or been credited with more or less than its 
aaa of the sum annually appropriated and what amount, if any, is now due 
my = the States, and if at any time any of the States have been excluded from 
phenyl of said section; if so, what States and for how long; also, under the 
furnish arms and equipments,” what kind of arms and what articles are or can be 
Seena ed ; also if in his opinion the amount annually appropriated should be in- 


I ask that the resolu 
an early day. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be printed and lie 
upon the table, subject to the order of the Senate. 


tion be printed with a view of calling it up at 
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the select committee to take into vonsideration the state of the 
law respecting the ascertaining and declaration of the result of the elections of 
President and Vice-President of the United States be, and it is hereby, authorized 
to take into consideration and report upon the best manner of electing the Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, and the duration of their term of office. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to state in respect of the resolution that 
I offer it by the direction of the select committee, who thought it 
desirable to ask that enlargement of the powers of the committee 
out of deference to the wishes of a similar committee appointed 
by the House of Representatives, who wish to confer with us upon 
that subject. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


BIENNIAL REGISTER. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That 300 copies of the last edition of the Biennial Register be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

NAVY EXPENDITURES. 

Mr. SARGENT. If there is no further morning business, I should 
like to ask the Senate to consider two short bills during the re- 
mainder of the morning hour, which I reported this morning from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. I move that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 304) to regulate expenditures in the 
Navy. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, asin Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to transmit to Congress annually a tabular statement 
showing in detail the receipts and expenditures in the naval service 
under each appropriation, as made up and determined by the Fourth 
Auditor, upon the accounts of disbursing officers rendered for settle- 
ment, and there shall be appended to this statement an account of 
balances in the hands of disbursing agents at the close of each fiscal 
year and areport of any amounts lost or unaceounted for by voucher. 

Mr. SARGENT. The bill is very clear and explains itself. It sup- 
plies a lack which we have found upon the Committee on Appropri- 
ations of information upon these specific points ; and I think there can 
be no objection to its passage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to suggest to the Senator from Cali- 
fornia whether there may not be some difficulty in the future arising 
from the use of the words speaking of the accounts “as made up and 
determined by the Fourth Auditor.” I of course am not ignorant of 
the fact that, by the present state of the law, the Fourth Auditor is 
the person who chiefly has to do with the naval accounts; but there 
may possibly be a change in the organization of the Treasury or the 
action of some of the Comptrollers may be needed in regard to the 
naval accounts, as I suppose is the case, and I merely suggest to the 
Senator whether it would not be better to say, “ as made up and de- 
termined by the proper accounting oflicers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment,” so as to cover every possible medium through which that in- 
formation might be obtained. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no objection to the suggestion. This duty 
is now entirely performed by the Fourth Auditor; and I presume that, 
if through any change in the duties of his office it should devolve 
upon any one else, appropriate legislation would cover the matter. 
Still I have no objection to the amendment which the Senator sug- 
gests. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend has no objection, then I move, in 
line 7, to strike out the words “‘ Fourth Auditor” and insert “ proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury Department ;” so as to read: 

As made up and determined by the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
Department, upon the accounts of disbursing officers rendered for settlement. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


ADVANCES FOR NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. No. 268) authorizing a general account of ad- 
vances for naval appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, asin Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Secretary of 
the Navy to issue his requisitions for advances to disbursing officers 
and agents of the Navy under a “ general account of advances,” not 
to exceed the total appropriation for the Navy, the amount so ad- 
vanced to be exclusively used to pay current obligations upon proper 
vouchers, and that “‘ pay of the Navy” shall hereafter be used only 
for its legitimate purpose, as provided by law, the amount so ad- 
vanced to be charged to the proper appropriations and returned to 
“general account of advances” by pay and counter warrant; but 
the charge to particular appropriations shall be limited tothe amount 
appropriated to each. It also directs the Fourth Auditor to declare 
the sums due from the several special appropriations upon complete 
vouchers, as heretofore, according to law, and to adjust these liabil- 
ities with the “ general account of advances.” 
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Mr. SARGENT. I desire to accompany the bill with a letter of 
the Secretary of the Navy upon the subject, and I ask the Clerk to 
read it. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 





Washington, 13th November, 1877. 

It is very desirable, as I explained to you in our personal interview, that 
the law should authorize the Secretary of the Navy to issue requisitions for ad- 
vances to disbursing paymasters undera “ general account,” not to exceed the to- 
tal appropriations, so that “pay of the Navy "’ may hereafter be used only for its 
legitimate purposes, and saved from depletion by being applied to others. 

The inclosed bill will accomplish this, and I submit it to you for your considera- 
tion as ove that ought to become the law. 

I am, sir, very respectfally, 


| 
NAVY DEPARTMENT, | 
| 


sin 


hk. W. THOMPSON, 


Secretary of the Navy. 


Hon. A. A. SARGENT 


Chairman of Committee on Naval Affairs, United States Senate. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

te be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
GIFT TO COMMANDER MATTHEWS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution (S. R. No. 3) authorizing Edmund O. Mat- 
thews, of the United States Navy, to accept a gilt tea-pot from the 
Emperor of Siam. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered tobe engrossed for a third reading, read the third.time, 
and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. | 
ApaMs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the bill (H. 
Rh. No. 2115) relative te the burial of the officers and crew of the Uni- 
ted States Navy who perished by the wreck of the United States 
steamer Huron, and for other purposes; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the House had concurred in 
some and non-concurred in other amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (HL. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes, and had agreed to 
other amendments of the Senate with amendments in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. No, 1532) to provide a method for the settlement and 
adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of the United States for 
the District of Columbia ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1746) for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of 
the United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes. 

J. M. MICOW. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of Senate bill No. 32. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (8. No. 32) for the relief of J. 
M. Micow and others. 

The Committee on Claims reported the bill with an amendment 
sriking out all after the enacting clause and inserting— 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and pe = directed to pay the sum 
of $685.67, without interest, to the estate of J. M. Micow, deceased, for rent of 
store-house in Montgomery, Alabama, from August 1, 1865, to April 2, 1866, used 
for storing quartermasters' stores, under contract with said Micow, at a monthly 
rental of $85 per month ; and said sum of $685.67 is hereby appropriated to pay the 
same, upon the presentation of proper evidence of the qualification of a apal rep: 
resentative of his estate. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, was read 
a third time, and passed. 


The title was amended so as to read “ A bill for the relief of the 
estate of J. M. Micow, deceased.” 


PAYMENT OF HOUSE EMPLOYES. 


Mr. SARGENT. Iam directed by the Committee on Appropriations, 
to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 50) authorizing 
payment of employés of the House of Representatives their salaries 
for time served by them during the present session of Congress, with- 
out having taken the oath prescribed by law, to report it without 
amendment and ask that it may be considered at present. It ought 
to be passed at once, 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The Senate proceeded to consider its amendments to the bill (H. 
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R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for ¢} 
service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30 1a 
and for prior years, and for other purposes, disagreed to by the Ho, 
of Representatives, and the amendments of the House to other 
ments of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. ALLISON, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments to the said bill disaor.) 
to by the House of Representatives, nonconcur in the amendments of the Ho. _— 
other amendments of the Senate, and ask a conference with the House on the dis 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. = 


House 
amend. 





By unanimous consent, it was 
Ordered, That the Vice-President be authorized to appoint the committe: 


And Mr. SarGentT, Mr. Dorsey, and Mr. BECK were appointed, 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution submittes 
by Mr. MaTTHEwS on the 6th instant, relative to the payment of 
bonds of the United States in silver. ; 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I offer an amendment in the nature of a subs). 
tute for the pending resolution, and ask that it be printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to strike out all after the resoly. 
ing clause of the resolution and insert: 

That all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued under 
the said acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interes; 
at the option of the Government in coin of gold or silver of the standard yalys 
when such bonds were issued, and to restore to its coinage such silver coin, as g 


legal-tender coequal with gold coin is notin violation of the public faith nor jz 
derogation of the rights of the public creditor. 


of 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be printed 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I should not venture to take part jy 
this discussion so early after my appearance in the Senate were it pot 


| that I feel impelled to do so more because of the situation of that 


portion of the country which I have the honor in part to represent 
than for anyother cause. 

I think it is the safest and wisest policy to have the preliminary 
discussion of the questions presented in the resolution of the Senator 
from Ohio in the form in which they are now presented to the Senate, 
If the opinion of the Senate is in accord with the propositions em- 
bodied in the resolution it should be expressed without the embarrass. 
ment which may result from our differences as to the legislative meas. 
ures appropriate to carry that opinion into effect. The state of the 
question before the country does involve a question of national honor 
on which Congress should express a free and clear opinion. 

The resolution presents the question whether the bonds issued under 
and in pursuance of the act of July 14, 1870, and the resumption law 
of January 14, 1875, may be paid both as to principal and interest in 
silver dollars weighing 4124 grains, containing 371} grains of pure 
silver, without a violation of the public faith or without derogation 
of the rights of public creditors. If the latter branch of the resolu- 
tion is true, the first branch is not questionable, for the natioua! 
honor cannot require more of us than that we should not act in dero- 
gation of the rights of our creditors. These rights depend on the 
the law; the law is their definition and measure; and whatever deal- 
ing with them on our part is lawful must be right, and therefore 
honorable. There is no matter of sentiment involved in the ques 
tion, and there is no occasion that appeals should be made to the 
magnanimity of the Government on the one hand, or to the hardship 
of the exactions made by creditors on the other hand. It is a pure 
dry question of law arising upon the statutes and the contracts made 
in pursuance of them. 

he first aspect of the question, as we ought justly to consider it, is, 
what did the creditors agree to accept from us in payment of the in- 
terest on these bonds and of the principal when it shall fall due! 
We turn to the bonds held by them and we find that the act of Con- 
gress of July 14, 1870, is cited in the bond, and it is stipulated that 
the bond is redeemable at the pleasure of the, United States after 4 
named date in “coin of the standard value of the United States, 00 
said July 14, 1870, with interest in-such coin from the day of the 
date” of the bond. It would be impossible to conceive of any col: 
tract more definite than this. And it is impossible to doubt that, as 
between individuals, this contract could lawfully be discharged 1 
such coin as was of the standard value of the United States on the 
day named. The coin of any nation is a legal tender for this debi, 
if it is of the standard value of the United States. Neither in the 
bond nor in the statute is the coinage of the United States alour 
made a legal tender for this debt. The statute uses the simple worl 
“eoin,” which means any coin of the requisite weight and fineness © 
make a dollar, for the sum of the debt is enumerated in “dollar 
and not in pounds, or francs, or thalers, or any other denominatiots 
of coin. The contract designates the “coin” with greater certainty 
by the fixed and unfailing guide of “the standard value of the Unite’ 
States.” Any coin, therefore, that fills that standard of value is lav- 
ful coin with which to pay the debt. . 

The creditor cannot lawfully refuse to accept such coin under bis 
contract, no matter what recognized government has issued it 
whose stamp and imprimatur it bears, if it fills the requirement of 
“coin of the standard value of the United States” on said July 4 
1870. To test this, take the case of our calling for these bonds 0 
the 2d of July, 1907,nearly thirty years hence, and on that day we hav? 
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in our Treasury the coins of Spain or Mexico of the standard value 

amed in the contract, 80 that such dollars are worth precisely the 
nant amount that our dollars of standard value were worth on the 
rath of July, 1870. Must we recoin these dollars, either of gold or sil- 
ver, in our Mint and put our stamp upon them before the creditor 
could be required to receive them under his contract? What reason 
can possibly be assigned for the justification of such a demand ? ; 

When we recur to the statute the case is even stronger, if possi- 
ble. for the reason that the word there used is simply “coin,” without 
any description of the nationality of the coin, even as to the standard 
of its value. The more particular description of the coin in the bond 
was inserted doubtless for the security of the bondholder, 80 as to 

‘ve him a standard measure of the value of the coin he should re- 
ceive and toexempt him from the liability, to which he would other- 
wise be exposed, to have “coin” of the United States, called dollars, 
put upon him, without reference to the standard of the value of such 
coins. But this benefit does not extend to the right to have United 
States coins of the standard value of the United States laws. The 
-tandard of value and the quantity of coins measured by that stand- 
ard are all that the contract calls for and are even more than the 
statute requires. I think it is quite clear, then, that neither the 
statute nor the contract calls for coins stamped in the mint of the 
United States. 

If we should abolish both gold and silver as money, and should 
resort to the “greenback” alone as the only true and honest money, 
as some seem to believe, as money based on the bullion of pub- 
lic credit, to be coined as fast as need be by the tax-collector, we 
could still pay our national debt in “ coin.” “We could purchase the 
coin, and the South could enable us to do it with about four cotton 
crops; we could just as easily purchase coin of the standard value of 
the United States on the 14th day of July, 1870, so as to meet the 
exact requirement of the bond. Would our creditors say that these 
were “ dishonest dollars ” because we did not coin them? Now, the 
conclusion isinevitable, if these premises are true, that we are perfectly 
at liberty to do as we will with our currency, gold, silver, or green- 
back, so that we are ready with coin of gold or coin of silver on the 
days named in the contract to pay the interest, and the principal 
when due, in dollars or other such tokens of the standard value of 
the United States. Where we shall obtain these coins, or what we 
shall pay for them, or what stamp they may bear is no concern of the 
creditor, if they are up to the standard value of July 14, 1870. 

Thisall seems quite plain toa plain mind; I know not whether any 
sophism may make it dark again. I cannot understand, therefore, 
what right our creditors have to say what sort of money we shall use 
in our daily business. They have nothing to do with our daily busi- 
uess. Their business with us is at stated intervals of six months when 
they are to receive coin for the interest due them of a certain stand- 
ard value as it was fixed by law on a certain day, and when that 
business is transacted we can dismiss them without dishonor or even 
impoliteness until “the next day in course.” 

If we pay them in honest Spanish dollars once in every six months, 
when the interest debt falls due, it is none of their business if we 
cheat each other every day of the interval with dishonest dollars 
coined in our own mint. 

I do not know how to push the argument any further in pursuit 
of this question of honor without entering upon that wild field of 
Sis ? strife in which phantoms and scarecrows are ranged in lines 
of battle. 

We are invited to leave the solid ground of the coin contract of the 
standard value of the United States on the 14th of July, 1870, and 
to enter the domain of commercial values. There is no such thing 
as a commercial value of gold or silver hinted at in the statutes or 
in the bonds, 

If this be trae, why may we not elevate or depress the commercial 
value of gold and silver month by month, if we choose, without dis- 
honoring public faith or breach of our contracts? England and Ger- 
many have as much right to reverse their policy as to gold and silver 
as if they had never demonetized the latter. If they should do so, 
then quite as clamorous a demand would be made upon us to remon- 
etize silver as there is now to prevent us from restoring it to its proper 
rank in our currency. 

_The law has made no pledges as to the commercial value of gold or 
silver here or elsewhere, and our contracts are free from such con- 
struction. If any of onr public agents have done this, they have acted 
without authority and merit disgrace. The power of any agent, 
however general may be his authority or however varied orextensive 
the character of his dealing to bind the Government, must be found 
inthe law. The law is the source of all such authority ; it is the 
*xponent of all such authority ; it is the measure of all such authority, 
Its test, its limit, and its judge. 
wan a vevernmens of laws. That which does not have its war- 
lawful “ awe, which does not exist in virtue of the laws, is as un- 
jan a ant were prohibited by law, so far as it affects the rights, 
— and liabilities of the Government. More clearly and for greater 

“ons 1s this true of those agents of the Government who belong 









































risk of the question, whether they are acting ultra vires; but when 
the higher functionaries, having the broadest public commissions as 
the tokens of authority, anticipate the laws, assume the powers of 
law-makers by way of anticipation to justify their conduct, or violate, 
disobey, or disregard the laws, it then becomes a matter of the gravest 
moment to the country. 

In this view of the subject there can be no more salutary or im- 
portant principle of Government than that which measures all power 
and authority of public officers by the law, and denies to them every 
power not provided by law. 

It was under the intluence of this rule of universal recognition and 
under a careful consideration of the honor and interests of the Gov- 
ernment that Congress used the greatest diligence and the utmost 
care in providing a law under which the public debt should be funded. 
Congress was in no respect remiss in duty or careless in the expres- 
sion of its will in this matter of highest public concern. It provided 
for the issue of bonds that contained the only agreement that could 
lawfully be made and all the terms and conditions of that agreement, 
leaving nothing to inference and precluding the right of any and 
everybody to alter, vary, or enlarge the stipulations, directly or in- 
directly, by inference or by express understanding. A declared pur- 
pose of the re-funding act of July 14; 1470, was to remove all doubt 
as to the nature and extent of the obligations then already incurred 
by the Government or that might afterward be incurred by existing 
laws and to fix a certain and unchangeable basis of the value of the 
contract, and this was still made more certain in the act of January 
14, 1875. 

It was well and wisely done. If a prophetic spirit had enabled 
that Congress to forecast the condition of the country at this mo- 
ment, and had revealed the wrongs to the people that have crept 
into the lurking-places of our legislation, and have ensconed them- 
selves in the statutes under deceptive disguises, and that have found 
refuge and protection in the assumed authority of our public agents, 
it could not have more surely provided for the people an unassailable 
ground of defense and security than it has established in the letter 
and spirit of the acts of July 14, 1870, and January M4, 1875. This 
law needs no construction. It is too plain for construction. It was 
intended that it should be exempt from construction. It wastoo im- 
portant to be allowed to fall into that dangerous category in which 
construction too often has defied the legislative will, and has reversed 
the plain intent and purpose of tle public statutes. 

Coin of the then standard value is an immutable standard of the 
value of thedollar named in the contract. ‘The word “ dollars” was 
in some sense indefinite, because there was, and is, and will always 
be some difference in the commercial value of different dollars, 
whether paper, gold, or silver. 

The language of the act and of the bonds accords with the history 
of the measure, so that either, and certainly both together, establish 
a fact of undeniable authenticity, that the standard value of coin as it 
was then fixed by the laws of the United States was the measure of the 
value of the coin in which the bonds were to be paid. It wasintended 
that the value of the coins should be fixed by a standard that pre- 
scribed the quantity of silver or gold of a certain fineness that should 
comprise the dollars in which the debt should be paid. The reasons 
for this mathematical precision were quite obvious. I have already 
adverted to those which relate to the putting of necessary restraints 
upon the authority of officers and agents of the Government in their 
dealings with others in the sale of our bonds. The other reasons relate 
to the duty of providing against all deception and misconstruction 
as to the nature and extent of the engagement on the part of those 
who loaned us the money and accepted our bonds as the pledge of 
repayment of the principal and interest. So the contract with ail its 
legal obligations is correctly stated in the resolution and in the recitals 
of the preamble. The question of good faith is met in every legal 
sense by the fact that the stipulations of the contract and the rights 
of the holders of our bonds, as declared in the resolution, correspond 
exactly. 

It is a question of justice, as has been suggested by the Senator 
from Vermont. Justice and good faith are one and the same when 
we come to measure the rights of the parties to an agreement. The 
law of the contract is the true rule of justice, and the faithful exe- 
cution of this law is the full satisfaction of all the demands of honor. 
There is no room for the play of sentiment, nor any allowance of the 
plea of hardship in executing such contracts. If each party is still 
bound by the contract as it was originally made, the law in reference 
to which it was made is clear enough and leaves nothing open for dis 
pute. The real question seems to be this, as presented in the debate : 
does the national honor require us to absolve our creditors from the 
part of their contract which requires them to take silver dol.ars of 
412} grains, containing 371} grains of pure silver, or gold coin, at our 
option, in the payment thereof? 

We have never absolved them from this part of the contract, and 
they cannot lawfully or justly set up its rescission on our part. We 
have not repealed the law which requires them to receive silver coin ; 
officially ’ p ! we have only deprived our own officers of the power to pay them in 
dal : y to the machinery of its organism. Ordinary and unofii- silver dollars by providing that more than $5 in one group are not to 

a! agents may act in the name of the Government without lawful | be received or paid ont as money upon a debt. Possibly L go too far 
a or contrary to law, and leave no public shame upon the | in this statement; it is more literally true that we have only said 
—_ y oF scandal upon the public administration, when the act is | that silver is a legal tender for debts in sums not exceeding $5 in one 

Savowed. Persons treating or dealing with such agents, take the | payment. Otherwise than by this law, the laws have not been re- 
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pealed which authorize the payment of customs dues in coin, or that | signalized it as a subject for honest contempt, and arouse: 
set apart such coin for the payment of interest on the public debt, | ple to a more sensitive apprehension of its enormity. 
and the treasurers are not prohibited from paying it. the reign of riotous fraud, imposed upon us by a powe 


~ 1 our peo- 
Then Wwe had 


‘ , E L r that we h; 
So far as I have been able to discover, the law which requires the | vainly attempted to resist; a power from whose nerveless grasp the 


§ 

¢ receipt of coin for the payment of customs dues and the law which | sword of oppression has at last fallen, while it slept in the later 

by requires that the coin 80 received shall be set ~ as a guarantee, if | hours of its revel and debauch. Within a period of abou; four 
I may so term it, of the payment of principal and interest of the | years our debt ran up to $30,000,000, and our property ran dows 
national debt, and the law which authorizes the Secretary of the | in value to almost nothing. We did not repudiate, but we calje 





: 64 Treasury to pay coin upon the interest of the national debt, have not | our creditors into counsel, and they willingly acceded to an ad. 

; | been repealed, amended, or modified except through the effect of the | justment by which our debt has been placed at a sum that enables 

bia legal-tender statute. us to meet the obligation. I should violate the instinets (jf | may 

: Silver dollars of the standard value of the United States contain- | use the word) of the people of Alabama if for any reason or yy 

‘ ing 412} grains of silver of the prescribed fineness were a legal tender | any circumstances I should assist in any act or declaration tainte: 

4" when the public debt was created, and were contemplated as a lawful | with repudiation. Still I have their example to sustain me in th. 

me | means of its payment. They are not now a legal tender, which, if | propositien that an act of justice both to debtor and creditor js yy, yo 

‘ the legal-tender law remains as it is, may be to the advantage or dis- | proper sense an act of repudiation. I have the still higher example 

hoi advantage of our creditors when the debt matures. We cannot now | of Alabama to encourage me to ——— any criticism of my mo. 

; say how this will be. As to this matter everything is left to conject- | tives, however apparently just, when I am conscious that I am doing 

ai fis ure. A war between the at powers of Europe or a war with | a duty to her people which it may require courage to obey and firm. 

4 ai Mexico might in England, en Spain, Italy, Germany, Austria or | ness to perform. It is such a consciousness of the requirements of 
4 Russia, or in this country lift gold and silver so far above the national | duty that compels me to support this resolution. 

is credit that it would be a great injustice to deprive our agents of the If in doing this I am aligned with those who are charged with the 

: power to pay our creditors in silver which would so weil suit their | purpose to unsettle the financial policy of the Government and to re- 

44 | purposes. : / tard resumption, I can only reply that I will proceed step by step so 

i 4 It is too soon to begin to legislate forthe millennium. It is safer to | long as my feet are on a solid foundation of truth and justice until | 


include wars and rumors of wars in our calculations. Our laws, as | find that the people are dealt justly by. When they feel that this is 
they stand, possibly deprive our creditors of one clear right they | realized, I know that they are ready and willing to make any sacri- 
have under their contracts, which is to be paid in silver coin, if we | fice to maintain the credit and honor of the country. They need no 
have got it, when our debts fall due; a right that will be especially | coercion when duty calls upon them for a public service. Did I yp. 
valuable to them if we should not then have, as we shall be certain | resent a grasping, hard-handed people, and were I willing to advocate 
not to have, the gold to pay the debt. Can it be legally unjust to | such views, I would say to them, “Ally yourselves with the single. 
4 restore to our creditors the right to have coins of silver as well as | gold-standard advocates, and help them to purchase the rest of the 
: coins of gold when our debt falls due? There is more danger of dis- | country held under bond and mortgage. You are free from debt, 
honor in the throwing away the means we have of paying our debts | because you have had no credit of late years, and your cotton crops 
according to our contracts, by the destruction of silver money, than | will yield you more gold than any other country can command wit) 
there is in our returning to the point of departure and placing the | its crops.” But we never have used, and never will use power or 
country on the identical ground that we occupied when the contract | advantage to do wrong to a suffering people, even though they may 
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; was made, and in maintaining it until the debt is fully paid. despise us. 
It is this question of our national honor, presented in the resolu- Every bondholder is cited by the statements of his bond to the law 
: tion of the Senator from Ohio, that has made it apparently neces- | under which it was issued, and to the legal standard of value of the 
a! ° sary that I should express any opinion on this occasion. A silent | coin in which it may be paid. The notice is perfect and undeniab| 
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vote given by a democrat from Alabama is liable to misconstruction, | At what time soever he became the owner of the bond he had this 
if that vote affirms the justice and truth of the declaration contained | same notice. He knew also that we had the right, as a nation, to 
in the resolution, “ that to restore to its coinage such silver coins as | destroy silver money or gold money, or to elevate the one or depress 
a legal tender in payment of said bonds, principal and interest, is | the other in commercial value, to suit our own views of national 
not in violation of the public faith.” There are persons, thousands, | policy; that we had not mortgaged our sovereignty to the extent 
perhaps millions of them, who would not be able to extend to such a | that we would be compelled to keep gold and silver coins at par with 
vote so fair a criticism as if it were given by a democrat represent- | each other, at his bidding, so that we could always pay hii in either 
ing a State that had never been engaged in “ insurrection or rebell- | coin or in both at our option. He knew that under the influence of 
ion.” I quote the language of the third section of the fourteenth | legislation, and also of commercial demands, gold and silver had fre- 
amendment of the Constitution, which fixes the character of the | quently exchanged the supremacy in value in all civilized countries, 
political movements and the consequent war in which Alabama was | and would be as likely again to change places in this respect before 
engaged against the United States Government. It would be sup- | the maturity of his bond, as they had certainly done so within alike 
posed that the animus of the rebellion lingered in my mind and | period preceding the act under which his bonds were issued. All 
gave to my vote a color of disloyalty to the good faith of the Govern- | this he knew, and more, that, for his security, without which he would 
ment pledged to pay our bond debt, because that debt was created | not have taken the bond, we enacted a fixed standard of grains of 
chiefly by the efforts of the Government to suppress the rebellion. gold, or of silver, that should comprise the dollars that his bond 
I do not arrogate to myself the pretension that my mind is less | called for. 
clouded with prejudice or less imbittered with resentment than the It certainly cannot be assumed as a part of our national obligations 
minds of other average people. I consider this matter as the people | that we are bound legally or morally to pay our bonds held abroad ina 
of Alabama do, and t assert that the people of Alabama scorn the | coin better than that which we would compel our people to take for 
repudiation of just obligations as a stain upon national honor, and | Armyand Navysupplies and for risking their lives in war in our defense, 
they feel as free te consider this one and are as well prepared to | it may be, against the same country in which the bondholder resides. 
consider it dispassionately as if the blood of their sons bad not been | It is a just implication, incorporated in the contract, as it is in every 
coined into the dollars that are represented in the billions of our | act that involves the faith of the Government, that we will do for 
national debt. Alabama has a history on the subject of her public | the great body of our people that which is just and wise and politic 
debt that anticipates and repels every insinuation that can be made | and for the lightening of their burdens and the fostering of their in- 
against her honor in her methods of dealing with the public creditors | dustries. This is inferred in every obligation that every government 
and entitles her to speak as freely on subjects touching the honor of | ever assumes toward creditors or toward any other power. It is not 
the nation as even her beloved sister Kentucky, who owes not one | to be assumed that we will destroy our people to make other people 
dollar of public debt, nor did she rebel against the Government. richer or that we will crush the debtor classes to increase the power 
I hope I may be pardoned for some reference to the history of Ala- | of the creditorclasses. There is nosuch obligation in the bond nor ix 
bama on this subject. When the war began our debt was about | any moral view of the obligation. 
$8,000,000, payable in London. Twice during the war she sent ships I must deny the soundness of the proposition of moral philosophy 4 
through the blockade with gold to pay the interest on her debt in | applied to political economy, that when a government creates a debt 
London. During the war she created a debt for money borrowed | and fixes the standard value of the coin agreed to be taken in payment 
largely from trust-estates in the hands of executors and guardians, | of it, it is bound to do nothing to affect the commercial value of that 
amounting to about $4,000,000. This debt was created to support | coin. It cannot be bound by its obligation to its creditors to lo ot 
her hospitals and indigent people and to purchase salt and medical | not to do anything which will be destructive of the great body of 
supplies, cotton cards and looms for the widows and orphans of her | its own people. In such case the contract is subject to the supreme 
dead heroes. She desired to pay this debt, and was proceeding to | duty of the Government to its own people. The maxim salus p?)- 
provide for it when it was made a condition of her restoration to | uli est suprema lex has a more just application to this class of public 
equality or even to recognitien by the other States that she should | duties than to any other. Those who credit governments know the 
repudiate this debt. With indignant shame she was compelled to | exigencies to which they are exposed and which affect most sensibly 
accept the last alternative and to declare the debt forever null and | from time to time the value of their securities. Within a year the 
void, and to place this declaration in the foundations of her organic | credit of Russia, one of the most steadfast of the great powers, has 
law. Never were the moral sensibilities of a people more thoroughly | been seriously affected by the fact that she conceived it to be a duty 
stocked and never did tyrannical power present its demands in a | to the persecuted Christians in the Turkish provinces to wage a Wa 
more disgusting form to any people than was done in this demand | against Turkey that has already taxed her resources to the utter 
for compulsory repudiation of a debt like this, in every sense sacred. | most. . 
But you did not teach us to love or to honor repudiation ; youonly Who can be found to say that Russia should donate to her credit- 
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additi ount of her bonds sufficient to compensate for 
ss aeons Fae now held by them? And what sean such 
the de S ralists say of the obligations of Turkey, beset on every side 
rigid avacien and insurrection, to increase her vast public debt, if it 
—* sible, so as to make up for the shrinkage in the present mar- 
ro ae her bonds as compared with their value when she sold 
or What answers have our sensitive friends for the repudiation 
ae fathers, which left millions of unredeemed continental cur- 
: te the pockets of the soldiers of the Revolution? What do they 
. a the demands now crowding upon your committees, where the 
ws petitions are stained with the tears of beggared women and 
yrphaned children, for compensation for losses sustained in the war, 
I le they suffered everything for the sake of their loyalty, and are 
canal away With a stone when they ask for bread ora serpent when 
they beg for meat. | : 

What of the millions in your Treasury, gathered there by ‘uncon- 
stitutional exactions from an impoverished people ? W hat is their 
answer to the poor employé of the Government who is paid in green- 
packs for his labor and must convert his money into gold at a large 
premium to pay for the clothes that he wears? What do they say of 
repudiating your greenback promises at the custom-house to extort 
gold to meet your coi promises gratuitously made to the foreign 
holders of your bonds? There is too much reason to suppose that it 
is not a cogent, sound, national morality that so greatly excites the 
sensibilities of our people, who forget a startling array of most sacred 
obligations while they remember one only, and that one most justly 
subject to grave dispute. : 

These numerous debts, only a few of which I have adverted to, 
have not been paid and most likely will not be paid, because the 
Government finds the burden too heavy to be borne by this and 
coming generations. We demand a concession from these just cred- 
itors not of a part merely but of all their demands, upon the ground 
that the good of the country is superior to their deserts, however 
great or sacred. They must pe to a great public policy if they 
starve for it; and they do yield and do starve. In the same breath 
we exalt ourselves in the esteem of nations by an affectation of high 
morals in reference to a class of obligations held by the money kings 
of the earth, whose honest paymeut could be justly made and full 
yalue for the consideration we received could be honestly returned 
in silver dollars if they were 50 per cent. below par. 5 

Icannot admit that our creditors have the right to fasten iron 
shoes upon our feet or manacles upon our hands and to prevent us 
from perfect liberty of growth and action. There is some slavery, 
and not a little servility in the condition of every poor debtor, to 
relieve which statesmen have found it necessary to abolish some of 
the ancient powers of — oe - —— imprison a 
debt, but the severe demands of the creditor classes seem still to 
exact that forty millions of people shall be put in prison-bounds and 
held there until they surrender their contra! over their assets to the 

prosecutor, 
They would lock us up until we shall surrender the liberty of de- 
claring and regulating the financial policy which we deem best for 
our people. When we legislate for our country they demand to have 
a word to say. 

I must protest ——- the right, moral or politico-economic, actual 
or even traditional, claimed for our creditors, to shape the policy of 
our financial affairs or to fasten upon us such cramps as to embar- 
rass our perfect freedom of action. And yet this is precisely what is 
claimed for them, and it is asserted that this right is conceded by 
our Secretaries of the Treasury, so as to work a conclusive estoppel 
against the Government and the people of the United States. 

Their power is indeed great and terribly dangerous, if they have 
locked us up in this prison and have handed the keys to our Secreta- 
ries of the Treasury. If we cannot pay them in coin of standard 
value, because our Secretaries have estopped us from doing so; if 
our sovereign will is paralyzed by a tacit understanding of our serv- 
- a - law never made us a party, we are under a most 
degrading vassalage. 

Ido not accept the situation; I will go behind the estoppel, and 
inquire into the rights of the people. I will not be a party to abdi- 
cation of right, duty, and authority on the part of Congress to save 
the people against an insidious and wrongful abuse of the law, result- 
ing in their wanton oppression. 

Did the people demonetize silver ? Never! It cannot even be fairly 
said that Congress did it. It was done in a corner, darkly. It was 
(one at the instigation of the bondholders and other money kings 
who now, with upturned eyes, deplore the wickedness we exhibit in 
asking the question even, who did this great wrong against the toil- 
ing millions of our people. 

But I accept the fact as a legislative fact, and give to it all the force 
it could have deserved if that law, that trick of enactment, had been 
put upon the statute-book on the demand of the country. I will not 
beg the question by quarreling with the manner in which the thing 
a been put upon us. Say that we did demonetize silver, what then? 

nid we change the obligation of our bonds? This cannot be argued 
‘ven with plausibility. That obligation remained. When these laws 
Were enacted which give to the bonds their only validity, Germany 
had hot demonetized silver, and France has not yet done so. A large 
part of our bond debt is held in those nations, and gold and silver 
ave 80 hear at par in France that a Frenchman intending to hold his 










money there would be puzzled to know whether he preferred gold or 
silver for our debt or interest. And an Englishman who bought our 
bonds previous to our betrayal into the destruction of silver money 
could not have expected to use it at home except at its market value 
as bullion. 

Is our debt payable in those countries changed in its legal and 
moral obligations because they, or any of them, have excluded silver 
from currency there for the advantage they hope to give to gold? If 
England and Germany should remonetize silver and demonetize gold, 
or leave both to fulfill their legitimate functions as money, the ques- 
tion as to our policy would not be worthy of consideration by the 
bondholder. He would say: “I can use your gold or your silver at 
home, and I care not which you pay my debt with.” Or if gold were 
demonetized, he would cry out: “Give me silver!” It is not our pol- 
icy, but the policy of England and Germany, that has depressed the 
value of silver. We have followed their policy with blind fatuity, 
and, I regret to say, even with vulgar imitation, if not under the 
direct influence of worse motives. 

The most consoling construction of our conduct that can be claimed 
is, that it was a foolish aping of our rich creditor, by putting on 
the miserable pretense that we were able to throw more than half 
our money into the sea because he affected to disdain the bulky silver 
dollar as unworthy to fill his treasury, since his treasurers found it 
troublesome to count. What better reason exists to justify this crime 
against the country? I have never been able to discover what worse 
causes led to it. Iscarcely dare to inquire. It is time that we had 
ceased these “ entangling alliances ” of our financial policy with for- 
eign powers. That there are depending and reciprocal relations and 
mutual interests between us and other commercial countries, I fully 
admit; and I would do nothing to disturb them ; but it will impov- 
erish any people to place their monetary power and their financial 
system under the control of a foreign country. This we have done to 
our discredit and great distress, and the undoing of this wrong our 
own people should command our quickest and most energetic labors. 

If we remonetize silver, and give to that currency as many years to 
recover its lost ground as it has been struggling under the ban, it will 
return to its natural supremacy over gold. It enjoys this natural 
supremacy among the largest number of people, because the labor- 
ing people prefer it. They use it freely and confidingly. It is their 
familiar friend, their boon companion, while gold is a guest to be 
treated with severest consideration ; to be hid in a place of security ; 
not to be expended in the markets and fairs. It is a treasure, and not 
a tool of trade, with the laboring people. A twenty-dollar gold-piece 
is the nucleusof a fortune, to remain hid until some freak of fortune 
shall add other prisonerstoits cell. But $20 in silver dimes is the joy of 
the household, “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.” Itis in the hands of the laboring poor that silver will find 
its ascendency over gold. It travels slowly, and pays many debts be- 
foreit gets away from the neighborhood and back tothe bank. Silver 
is to the great arteries of commerce what the mountain springs are 
to the rivers. It is the stimulant of industry and production in the 
thousands of little fields of enterprise which in the aggregate make 
up the wealth of the nation. 

More than one-half of my constituency prefer silver to any other 
money. They are ignorant of all the laws and problems of finance, 
in which condition they deserve the congratulations of such as love 
peace of mind. 

Where ignorance is bliss, 
’T is folly to be wise. 

They have a belief in the intrinsic value of silver money which 
may have its origin in ignorance, in superstition, or religion, or tra- 
dition, but it is a fixed belief, and they could never comprehend or 
respect the wisdom of a law which would say to them that enough 
silver dollars could not pay a debt of any size. A dead silver dollar, 
or six silver dollars so dead that they could not pay a six-dollar debt, 
would be tothem the most wonderful and the most mournful spectacle 
that could be conceived of. Icould never explain it tothem. Indeed 
I could not quite understand why this should be, and there are mill- 
ions of wiser men than I am in the same unfortunate category. Of 
all people in our country the negroes are most in need of a silver cur- 
rency. I need not enlarge upon this statement, or undertake to enforce 
it further than to state the fact that they so strongly confide in silver 
that they will earn it at almost any sacrifice of comfort, and will 
cheerfully do a day’s hard work for forty cents in silver for which 
they would refuse to take fifty cents in fractional currency. I be- 
lieve that no boon the Government could confer upon them would 
be of more service to them than a large silver currency, and that 
nothing would so thoroughly cure that natural improvidence which is 
the greatest difficulty they have to contend with. The fact and the 
argument apply, the world over, to that vast body of people who 
earn their daily bread in the sweat of their brows. “A silver dollar 
for a day’s work” is a maxim of finance easily understood by the 
millions who toil to make each day clear its own expenses, and it is 
received with’ more hearty satisfaction than the wisest theories of the 
wisest men. They translate the phrase “an honest dollar” by refer- 
ence solely to silver money, not to a gold or paper dollar. They care 
not if it is worn until it has lost three or five grains of its actual 
weight. They forgive its lack of weight inconsideration of the serv- 
ice in which it has grown thin. They do not deal in bullion but in 
dollars. They have no scales in which to weigh the coins. Their 
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Government has placed upon each coin its stamp, and that is a suffi- 
cient guarantee that it is an honest dollar. They are not prone to 
consider how Abraham or Moses may scan the coins, when they wish 
to sella ton of silver for tbe sixteenth of a ton of gold. They are in 
a different line of business. They have no need to buy gold dollars 
with silver dollars, as neither of them stay long enough in their pock- 
ets to create any uneasiness as to the relative weight of the two coins. 

To the apprehension of wiser men this is thick stupidity. I am 
also persuaded that it is incurable, for the people look at such mat- 
ters in a broad and practical way, and not with microscopic vision. 
They cannot consent to have a silver dollar refused by a man who 
gave less than half its value for a dollar in our bonds, upon the pre- 
text that it is not an “honest dollar.” Their ethical training has not 
been so severe as to smother out all inquiry as to who it is that clam- 
ors for the “honest dollar” when they offer him coins of the year 
1200, with the American eagle and the liberty cap graved upon them, 
and he refuses it for a bond that cost him fifty cents on the dollar. 
Those dollars have paid Presidents, statesmen, generals, and soldiers, 
for honest and great services in better days than these. They have 
sustained onr Government and built up our nation in all emergencies 
and adversities, and have opened to liberty and civilization the broad- 
est and fairest land on all the continents. When, they ask, and how 
did these dollars become dishonest dollars? Who has scandalized 
them with this reproach, so that an honest man daré not offer them 
to his neighbor in payment of a ten-dollar debt? These and such 
like questions will come up, and when these plain men deal with 
these plain matters in their plain way statesmen will find use for 
their highest abilities to find the gentle answer that will turn away 
their anger. 

How will Congress answer these people, except to say that the sil- 
ver dollar weighing 412} grains was an honest dollar until the 12th 
day of February, 1°73, when we destroyed the money in your pock- 
ets and left a vast debt hanging over you, since when our bonds have 
been sold from hand to hand in the markets and among the stock- 
gamblers. They knew that we had stricken down your rights, and 
trusted to our honor that your rights should not be restored. It 
would be dishonest in us to restore your money to its value and 
vitality. Itis bullion now—mere pig-metal—and is no longer money. 
As such it has fallen in value five and one-half cents on the dollar. 
We have forced it to this depressed condition, and will make the 
honest owners of these dollars the scape-goats for our sins by brand- 
ing you as dishonest men and your dollars as “ dishonest dollars,” if 
you force the bondholders to accept them in payment of the public 
debt. A debt that was, when created, payable in greenbacks was 
then advanced to a coin debt, at a cost of $500,000,000 to the people, 
as it is said, without any new consideration, and now stands upon a 
gold basis and demands the blood with the pound of flesh. 

Mr. President, I cannot discern the taint of repudiation of our pub- 
lic faith and pledges in a resolution that merely restores to our people 
aright that has been virtually robbed away from them, and makes 
some advance toward that necessary policy which will enable the 
people to bear the heavy burden of our public debt. They must pay 
it, and will pay it; and we should help their virtuous determination 
to pay it, which they will perform even if it mortgages the labors of 
twenty generations of their poy: The only relief we can give 
is to strengthen their broad shoulders and weary arms, and to cheer 
their sinking hearts with words of comfort. 

To adopt this resolution will do more for the good of the country 
than all the empiricism of financialjugglery. It will do honest, even- 
handed, and long-delayed justice to forty millions of our people, and 
will only deny to a few here and abroad the coveted power to oppress 
without mercy. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, I do not propose at this time 
to enter upon the discussion of the silver bill, so called. When that 
bill comes up I may have something to say upon it. I propose to 
confine myself now not merely to the resolution before the Senate, 
but to two points only in the arguments which have been made upon 
it by its supporters, leaving the general discussion of the subject to 
those who have had more time to devote to it. My occupation since 
this resolution has come up for discussion has been such as to pre- 
clude me from the necessary time to consider the question in all its 
aspects. 

First, I wish to allude to an argument which has dropped from 
several Senators on the other side, which I think has nothing to do 
with and has no legitimate place in this discussion. The idea has 
been urged upon us from several quarters that, because some of the 
United States bonds were issued and payment for them received by 
the Government in greenbacks, therefore the obligation is less upon 
the Government to pay them in proper currency, whatever it may be; 
that is, that, because the Government received the consideration of a 
portion of these bonds in greenbacks which were far below par, 
therefore we are justified in paying them off with something less than 
par. If these bonds had been merely choses in action, not intended 
to pass from hand to hand, so as to leave open the equities between 
the original parties, there might be some soundness in such a propo- 
sition; and yet even then the proposition would not be wholly sound. 
When we look to the circumstances under which those bonds were 
originally issued, those, I mean, issued during the war, when from 
patriotic motives, to save the country from destruction, many an indi- 
vidual submitted to sacrifice his property at less than half its value 
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to obtain the means to purchase those very bonds, even, I say 
the origival parties such a proposition is not wholly sound 
when we consider the fact that it was the intention of the Goy ern. 
ment, in issuing these bonds, that they should be sold in the market 
that they should be thrown broadcast before the people for t} 
chase and investment, and that they should be negotiable, not hel 
ing any equities existing between the original parties, but standing 
like other negotiable paper—when we consider the question in the 
light of the fact that to-day most of the bonds now held by the peo a 
ot the United States are held by purchasers who have actually paid 
a premium on them above par, and that but few of our bonds anv. 
where are in the hands of the original purchasers, what becomes .s 
such an idea? The only foundation for such a proposition is the o\q 
maxim of the bandit: S 

Let him take who hath the power, 

And let him keep who can. 

But I propose now to consider one question both of law and morals 
first introduced here by the argument of the Senator from Ohio upon 
my right, [Mr. MATTHEWS. ] . 

Mr. President, the only ground on which the Senator from Ohio ang 
some other Senators have maintained that the bonds issned under 
the resumption act of 1875 may be paid in silver dollars of 4123 grains 
is that the bonds authorized to be issued under that act were to be of 
the description of those authorized by the act of 1870. The argumen; 
is that, these being payable under the latter act in coin and the coi 
then existing as legal tender including such silver dollars, those issued 
under the resumption act of 1875 must also be payable in such silver 
dollars. This, I believe, is a fair statement of the proposition main. 
tained by the Senator from Ohio and by other Senators. 

This might be sound, if the act of 1870 had made the bonds paya- 
ble expressly and by name in dollars of the specified fineness and 
412} grains in weight ; but the act simply says “ in coin of the pres. 
ent standard value.” 

Now, how does the Senator from Ohio or any other Senator find 
from this language that it included the particular silver dollar in 
question? Manifestly he finds this only by referetce to the then ex- 
isting state of the law which recognized that dollar and made it a 
legal tender; and this, I admit, is to this extent sound reasoning 
and a correct conclusion. But in 1873 the silver dollar was demon- 
etized by act of Congress and ceased to be a part of our coin. As to 
the bonds issued after this demonetizing act under the resumption 
act of 1875, though of the description authorized by the act of 1270, 
they were also payable in coin. How are we to find whether this 
coin included the silver dollar in question? Manifestly again, by re- 
ferring to the state of the law at the time they were issued or, at 
least, at the time of the passage of the act of 1875 authorizing their 
issue ; and at that time the legal-tender coin of the nation, and I may 
say the legal coin of the United States, did not include this silver 
dollar. The word “coin,” according to the then existing state of the 
law, must be understood as if no such dollar had ever constituted or 
ever would again constitute any part of the legal coinage of the United 
States. On the issue and sale of these bonds under the act of 1°75 
both parties knew that those silver dollars which had constituted a 
part of the legal coin of the United States then had ceased to be such 
on the passage of the act of 1873, and neither had any more reason to 
suppose that the coin in which they were payable would be any other 
than that authorized by law at the time of the passage of the act of 
1875 than they had to suppose the bonds would be payable in some 
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coin never before authorized by the laws of the United States. The 





+ AS to 
- But 


dir pur- 


ls any- 


| purchaser had a right to rely upon the law then in force. 

But it would seem from what fell from the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. MATTHEWS, ] and more especially from the argument of the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WALLACE, ] yesterday, that it is sup- 
posed that the argument I have made is answered and my conclu- 
sion avoided by the fact that the bonds to be paid under the act o! 
1875 were to be of the description of bonds authorized by the act o! 
July 14, 1870, and because by this latter act the bonds were made 
redeemable in coin of the then present standard value, the silver dol- 
lar must be included, because at that time, in 1870, it was a part o! 
the legal-tender coin of the United States. 

The act of 1873 did not change the standard of silver or any other 
coin. It abolished one species of coin, that is, the silver dollar; but 
this is not changing its standard, and it left the fractional silvet 
| coins and the gold coins just as they were before. The plirase “re 
| deemable in coin at the present standard value” has just as full force 
to-day as it ever had. But since the act of 1573, demonetizing silver, 
that full force applies only to the gold coin and the subsidiary silver 
coin not demonetized. Silver, owing not only to its demonetizatwi 
here but also in Germany if not also by its increased productioi, 
had fallen largely in relative value to gold when the resumption act 
was passed; and it is probably equally true that, owing to the i 
creased demand for gold arising from the demonetization of silver, 
gold may also have risen in relative value. But what does good faith 
require toward those who have purchased our bonds under the act 
1875 or at any other time since the demonetization of silver? Let us 
test it by putting a single case, which is in fact the case of eve") 
such purchaser. y a 

You, Mr. President, having alittle money which you wish to inves 
inquire into the propriety of investing it in these bonds. You “* 
cover that the bonds must be of the description of those authorized 
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by the act of 1870, which were redeemable in coin at the then stand- 
vs i value, without designating any particular species of coin; but 
+e ference to the state of the law in 1870 you find the silver dollar 
y = me species of legal coin, and if it still continued to be so till the 
. ae your purchase you may pro rly expect it will be paid in 
com dollars if the Government should elect so to pay. But you find 
a t in 1873 this dollar was stricken from our coinage, and ceased to 
. part of the coin of the United States. You know that the act 
of 1970 now applies only tothe gold coin; you think you have a right 
to rely upon that law, and that your bond, if you purchase it, will 
now be payable in gold, which is much more valuable than if payable 
in obsolete silver dollars of the old standard value. And, while you 
would not have invested your money, if it had been payable in such 
dollars, you are willing to, and do, invest your money in such bonds, 
because they are payable, under the present state of the law, in gold ; 
and you purchase, paying a premim based upon the lawas it is. But 
if it had 9ccurred to you, that, after the Government had thus obtained 
the money on their bonds, on the faith of the present state of the 
law, and you had been induced to purchase such bonds at a premium 
on the faith of the law as it was, the Government would, after the 
relative value of silver had been greatly reduced in part by the actions 
of the Government itself, seek to cheapen its own paper and greatly 
reduce the value of the bonds you had purchased, and this in order 
to put the profit in its own coffers, would you not have said, I will 
not invest my money in such a venture? But trusting to the good 
faith and integrity of your Government, you did believe that the 
Government would never descend to playing the part of the “ bears” 
of Wall street, to depreciate their bonds which you had purchased in 
good faith, and thereby defraud you of your money. And if the Gov- 
ernment should do this, after you had invested your money, would 
you call it just or right, in morals or in equity? If not, you could 
not vote for this resolution as it now stands; nor can I. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President—— 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator from Delaware to yield to me to 
make a motion that the Senate resolve itself into an executive ses- 
sion. There are some matters of executive business that ought to be 
disposed of ; and I think there will be no objection to that motion. 

Mr. BAYARD. With the understanding that I retain the floor, I 
yield. 

“Mr. ALLISON. Of course the Senator retains the floor on the 
pending resolution. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. What is the motion, Mr. President? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) It ismoved 
that the Senate now proceed tothe consideration of executive busi- 
ness. . 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I trust that motion will not prevail. I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
44, nays 20; as follows: 


YEAS—44. 


Allison, Davis of Dlineis, Johnston, Paddock, 
Anthony, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Patterson, 
Bayard, Dennis, Kellogg, Rollins, 
Blaine, Dorsey, Kernan, Sargent, 
Booth, Eaton, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, 
Burnside, Edmunds. Lamar, Saunders, 
Cameron of Pa., Garland, McMillan, Spencer, 
Chaffee, Hamlin, Merrimon, Teller, 
Coke, Hil, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
Conkling, Howe, Morrill, Wadleigh, 
Conover, Ingalls, Oglesby, Whyte. 
NAYS—2. 
Bailey, Cockrell, Hoar, Maxey, 
Barnum, Davis of W. Va., Jonesof Florida, Morgan, 
Beck, Gordon, McCreery, Thurman, 
Cameron of Wis., Grover, McDonald, Wallace, 
Christlancy, Hereford, Matthews, Withers. 
ABSENT—12. 
Armstrong, Eustis, McPherson, Ransom, 
Bruce, Ferry, Plumb, Sharon, 
Butler, Harris, Randolph, Windom. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. G. M. ADAMS, 
its Clerk, announced that the House insisted on its amendments to 
certain amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to pro- | 
vide for deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the Gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, 
and for other purposes, insisted on its disagreement to other amend- | 
ments of the Senate to the bill, agreed to the conference asked by the 
Senate on the di ing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 


appointed OrHo R. SINGLETON, J. D. C. ATKINS, and EUGENE HALE 
managers at the conference on its part. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
T ive hours and forty-five minutes spent in executive session the 


be Senate adjeeney and (at eight o’clock and five minutes p. m.) 


Vil——10 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


| vote shall be taken upon the amendments. 


145 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, December 12, 1877. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. 


W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 
FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MORRISON. I wish to make an inquiry as to the Journal. 
The Journal recites that sundry places on committees made vacant 
by gentlemen being excused were filled. I did not know that any 
vote had been taken upon that question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that there were vacancies and 
asked unanimous consent to fill them, which the House granted. 

Mr. MORRISON. What I am asking is how the vacancies came 
about. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. MORRISON. 

The SPEAKER. 
the vacancies. 

Mr. MORRISON. And acted upon the theory that asking to be ex- 
cused excused the gentlemen who made that request ? 

The SPEAKER. The House gave its consent that such vaeancies 
as existed should be filled by the Speaker. 

Mr. MORRISON. I fail to make myself understood. 
is how the vacancies came about. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair states again that there were vacan- 
cies 

Mr. MORRISON. And I ask how the vacancies occurred. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated, by declination. 

Mr. MORRISON. There being no exeuse by the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked the House to permit him to fill 
those vacancies and the House granted the permission. 

Mr. MORRISON. I desire to know if a gentleman ean excuse bim- 
self from service on a committee by his own asking to be exeused. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state what has been the practice. 
In the Forty-second Congress at the beginning of the second session 
various gentlemen were excused from committee service and the 
vacancies were filled by the Chair without reference to the House. 
But in this instance the Chair asked permission of the House to fill 
the vacancies. 

Mr. MORRISON. Assuming that the House had excused the gen- 
tlemen who declined ? 

The SPEAKER. The practice has been uniform in that respect. 

The Journal was then approved. 


IRON-CLAD OATH FOR PENSIONERS. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 2116) to repeal section 4706 of the Revised Statutes 
and all other acts and parts of acts requirmg what is known as the 
iron-clad oath of applicants for pensions; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, an@ordered 
to be printed. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


They came about by declination. 
And the excuses were accepted by the Speaker. 
The Chair asked the House to allow him to {ill 


My inquiry 





COLORADO CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I rise to a privileged question. I eall 
up for consideration the Colorado election case; and I woukd ask my 
friends on both sides of the House not to ask me to yield, for I cannot 
do so. I yielded the whole of yesterday as a matter of courtesy to 
gentlemen who asked me, but I cannot yield any further. Therefore 
I hope no request of that kind will be made. I ask that the resolu- 
tion reported by the committee be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Thomas M. Patterson is entitled to a seat in thie House as the 
Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress, of the State ef Colorado. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. There is a question of order which I 
should like to have decided before we proceed to the discussion. A 
resolution is offered by the minority of the committee as an amend- 
ment to the report of the committee. Then there is stil} a third reso- 
lution offered by my friend from Ohio, [Mr. Cox, } which he has inti- 
mated that he may at some timé offer for the consideration of the 
House. I should like the Chair, upon a conference with my friends 
of the minority, to determine now what is the status of the resolu- 
tion before the House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Will the gentleman from Virginia allow me to 
suggest that the resolution which has been read sete’ by the gen- 
tleman as representing the committee, and that the report or the pre- 
sentation of the views of the minority does not in a parliamentary 
sense bring any amendment before the House. ‘Phat is not done until 


| a resolution is moved by a member in his place. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH. 
a word that is said. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. We desire before the debate is had as to 
the merits of the case to decide upon the proper order in which the 
I have presented the re 
port of the committee. My friend from Connecticut [ Mr. Warr poffers 
an amendment to the resolution of the committee, and my friend from 
Ohio [Mr. Cox] wishes to offer a substitute. I desire to ask the gep- 
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. WaiT] when he proposes to offer his 


I rise to a question of order. We cannot hear 


| amendment ? 









Mr. WAIT. I propose, after the pasties from Virginia [Mr. 
Hanis} has been heard, to offer a substitute for the resolution of the 
committee. That will bring up the questions that we have to dis- 
cuss, as 1 view it, in proper order. 

Mr. Walt’s substitute was read, as follows: 

Amend the resolution by striking out the name of Thomas M. Patterson and in- 
ing in place thercof the name of James B. Belford. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I now offer as a substitute for the original res- 
olution the resolution appended to the minority report signed by 
mys a: 

Resolve 
tive in the 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Harris] 
allow these amendments to be pending? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Certainly, sir; but I desire to know the 
order in which these resolutions will be voted upon. 

Mr HALE. Would it not be the parliamentary order, the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Harris] representing the majority of the 
committee, reporting a resolution seating Mr. Patterson, and the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut [ Mr. Part) moving to amend that resolu- 
tion by substituting the name of Mr. Belford, and then the gentleman 
from Ohio representing also a minority of the committee, moving as 
a substitute for the original resolution his resolution for a new elec- 
tion—would not the order be to vote first on the amendment offered to 
the original proposition substituting the name of Mr. Belford for that 
of Mr. Patterson? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that question when it comes 
up. 

Mr. HALE. 


comes Up). 


/, That no valid election has as yet been held in Colorado for Representa- 
Forty-tifth Congress. 


I submit it to the Chair for consideration when it 
The case seems to me to be a very clear one. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. ATKINS. I ask the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HaRRIs] to 
yield to me for a moment to ask for the appointment of a committee 
of conference. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I must yield for that purpose. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to ask the appointment of a committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon the de- 
ticieney bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Senate has not notified the House that it 


asks for a committee of conference. 















CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—PATTERSON VS. BELFORD. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, in the month of August 
1576, Colorado was admitted into the Union as a State. Upon the 
Jd day of October of that year a Representative to the Forty-fourth 
Congress was elected, and at the same time votes were cast for a 
Representative for the Forty-fifth Congress. Mr. Belford at what 
time received a majority of votes thus cast. On the 7th day of No- 
vember of the same year an election was held in the State for the 
: Forty-tifth Congress, at which Mr. Patterson received a majority of 
Hi votes. Mr. Belford claims a seat in this House by virtue of the vote 
east in October. Mr. Patterson claims it by virtue of the election in 
November. 

The Committee of Elections present their report for the considera- 
tion of the House in favor of seating Mr. Patterson; second, the re- 
port of three of the committee in favor of seating Mr. Belford ; and 
third, the report of my friend and colleague on the committee, [Mr. 
Cox, of Ohio,] in favor of declaring a vacancy. 

In the examination of this case I may be pardoned for saying the 
committee gave it the most thorough, patient, and careful investi- 
gation; and the result I believe to be the honest conclusion of each 
member. That they have differed is no evidence of partiality or 
want of a dne understanding of the case; for while human laws 
govern us, men, even the authors and makers of those laws, will 
honestly differ in their true construction. But one of these reports 
can be right and it is the duty of the House to read them or other- 
wise inform themselves so as to vote intelligently on the question. 

The report of the committee alleges that November 7, 1876, was 
the day fixed by law for the election of a Representative in the 
Forty-tifth Congress from Colorado. The report of three members 
alleges October 3, 1876, was the day, and the report of Mr. Cox, of 
Ohio, that by law there was no day fixed on which a member of 
Congress could have been elected in Colorado. Let us examine and 
see which of these three propositions is correct. 

Article 1, section 4, of the Constitution of the United States, reads 


as follows: 


The times, — and manner of holding elections for Senators and Represent- 
atives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the 
places of choosing Senators. 

Article 6, section 1, is as follows: 


This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in 
pursuance thereof, * * * sball be the supreme law of the land; and the judges 


in every State sball be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any 
State to the contrary notwithstanding. 


From the foregoing it is manifestly clear that the will of Congress 
duly expressed is the supreme law of the land in so far as fixing and 


determining “the times, places, and manner of holding elections” 
for Representatives in Congress. Previous to the 2d day of Feb- 
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SS 
ruary, 1872, Congress permitted the Legislatures of the 
States, under the first section I have quoted, to fix the tj 
places and prescribe the manner of holding elections. 
sons satisfactory to the law-making power it was thought the time 
had arrived when Congress should legislate on the subject anq fs 
a uniform time throughout the United States for the election 
Representatives in Congress, hence Congress passed, and the Pre; 
dent on the 2d of February, 1872, approved, the following. , 
section 25 of the Revised Statutes of the United States: 

The Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 1s 
lished as the day in each of the States and Territories of the United S 
election of Representatives and Delegates to the Forty-fifth ( 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in every secor 
is established as the day for the election in each of the said Stat 
of Representatives and Delegates to the Congress commencing 
March next thereafter. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if there is no exception in the law, it cannot jp 
denied that the twenty-fifth section absolutely and without equivoca- 
tion fixes the time in all the States and Territories on the Tuesday nex: 
after the first Monday of November in the year 1876, and on the Tyes. 
day next after the first Monday of November in every second year 
thereafter, as the times for holding elections for Representatives jy 
Congress. There is, however, a subsequent act of Congress modify. 
ing the twenty-fifth section, above quoted. It was found that in some 
of the States their constitutions fixed the days for the election of 
State officers, and that it would be inconvenient if not impracticab|e 
for said States to amend their constitutions in time to conform to the 
general law of Congress fixing theelection of Representatives for the 
year 1876. Therefore Congress passed the following: 

Section 25 of the Revised Statutes prescribing the time for holding elections for 
Representatives to Congress is hereby modified so as not to apply to any State that 
has not yet changed its day of election and whose constitution must be amended 


in order to effect a change in the day of election of State officers in said State 
(Passed March, 1875.) 
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on the 4th day of 


Does this act exempt Colorado from the operations of the twenty- 
fifth section? The modifying act only refers to States which had not 
changed their days of election and whose constitutions had to be 
amended in order tu effect a change. Observe the phraseology. It is 
only those States whose constitutions would prohibit their Legisla- 
tures from fixing any other day than that prescribed in their consti- 
tutions. It cannot be pretended that Colorado comes within this 
exception, for at that time Colorado was nota State, and therefore 
had no constitution to alter or amend. But it is claimed that Con 
gress, in the act passed March 3, 1875, to enable Colorado to forma 
constitution, delegated to the territorial convention the right to fix 
the — of holding elections in said State after her admission into 
the Union and until the aext regular census, or really until after the 
next reapportionment based on the census of 1880. In other words, 
it is claimed that Colorado shall stand out as an exception by ber 
own act until and including the election of Representatives in 1>~), 
who would serve until the 4th of March, 1883. The following is the 
section of the act referred to: 

That until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Representa 
tive in the House of Representatives of the United States, which Representative 
together witb the governor, and State and other officers provided for in said consti 
tution, shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution 
and to be fixed by said constitutional convention ; and till such State oflicers arm 
elected and qualified under the provisions of the constitution, the Territorial off. 
cers shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective offices. (Passel 
March 3, 1875.)—Enabling act of Colorado, section 6. 


Mr. Speaker, this whole question turns on the point whether or not 
the said sixth section of the enabling act modifies or repeals the twenty- 
fifth section of the Revised Statutes, prescribing that the elections 
shall be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, in 
the year 1876, and on the same day every two years thereafter. 

Then let us proceed to construe the meaning of that section, “ that 
until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Rep- 
resentative in the House of Representatives.” This simply means 0 
define the number of Representatives to which the State shall be e- 
titled until the next reapportionment, and nothing mere. It does not 
mean that said Representative shall, during all that period, be ove 
and the same person, but that the State shall not have more nor les 
than one at any one time. ; 

“Which Representative, together with the governor and State a0 
other officers provided for in said constitution, shall be elected 01 a 
day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution.” If the Repr 
seutative to be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of \ 
constitution means the Representative for the whole period 0" 
the next census, then the governor, State and other officers provi’ 
for in said constitution must be elected on that day to serve " 
the next regular census. This construction would present an absur 
ity never witnessed in legislation, and could never have been 
tended. The election at one time for several Congresses of @ Rep- 
resentative at a period so far in advance of the time of service» 
expressly prohibited by the Constitution, article 1, section °: 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen °\' 
second year by the people of the several States. prea 

“And to be fixed by said constitutional convention.” What is’ 
fixed ? The time for the election of a Representative in Congress *" 
the State officers provided by said constitution ; and in the same 
tion it is provided, “‘and till such State officers are elected and rd 
fied under the provisions of the constitution the territorial offce™ 
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shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective offices.” 
What State officers are here referred to? Those to be elected at the 
first election under the constitution. For surely Congress would not 
undertake to direct the territorial convention to fix the times of 
electing the officers of the State until 1880, so that whatever might 
be the necessity ‘ me J ‘ ' 
thereof. To my mind it is perfectly plain that Congress meant the 
constitutional convention should fix the time for the election of the 
first nember of Congress and the time for the election of the first State 
oficers and no further. To illustrate I quote below two sections of 
the eonstitation of Colorado showing that the framers thereof had 
pat the same construction upon the act, and to them this new theory, 
sopeeived for the first time and promulgated ten days after the Octo- 
ber election, had not then occurred: 

sec. 44. Ant. 5. One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall 
iy. elected from the State at large, at the first election under this constitution, and 
thereafter at such times and places and in such manner as may be prescribed by 
law 

Section 7, article 7, reads: 

he general election shall be held on the first Tuesday of October, in the years 


of our Lord 1876, 1877, and 1878, and annually thereafter on such day as may be 
prescribed by law. 


Section 44 just quoted puts the whole question ina nutshell. “One 
Representative in Congress shall be elected at the first election under 
this constitution, and thereafter at such times and places as may be 
prescribed by law.” j ; é 

Then one Representative in Congress shall be elected at the first 
election—the 3d of October—and thereafter at such times and places 
as may be prescribed by law. 

Whether the convention meant such laws as might be provided by 
the Legislature of their State, or the laws of the State and of the 
United States, is free from doubt when we look to the official action of 
the highest officers in the State as to their understanding. For we 
find on the 31st day of August, 1876, a few days after the admission 
of the State, the secretary of state issued the following proclama- 
tion addressed to all the sheriffs of the State, directing them among 
other things to notify the people that an election would be held on 
the 3d day of October for one Representative for the unexpired term 
of the Forty-fourth Congress : 


Election notice. 
To the sheriff of County, greeting : 


You are hereby commanded and notified that the first general election for officers 
provided under the constitution of the State of Colorado will be held on Tuesday, 
October 3, A. D. 1876, in the several precincts as now provided by law, at which 
time there will beelected agovernor * * * andone Representative forthe unex- 
pired term of the Forty-fourth Congress of the United States. * * * 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of 
the State to be affixed, at the city of Denver, this 3ist day of August, A. D. 1876. 

[SEAL.] JOHN TAFFHE, 

Secretary of State. 


Then follows in quick succession the proclamation for the election 
for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress, which I will now read : 


Election notice. 
To the sheriff of ——+- County, greeting : 


You are hereby notified that in accordance with the provisions of section 25 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States an election will be held on Tuesday, the 
7th day of November, A. D. 1876, in the several precincts of your county as now 
provided by law, at which time there will be elected a Representative from the 
State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. 

As soon as convenient after the receipt of this notification you will cause public 
proclamation of the same to be made, as directed by law, in the several voting pre- 
cincts of your county, including therein such county and precinct officers as are 
ee by law to be chosen at said election. 

n testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of 
the State to be affixed, at the city of Denver, this 14th day of September, A. D. 1876. 

(SEAL. } JOHN TAFFE, 

Secretary of State. 


In pursuance of the above notice, and the statate therein named, I hereby give 
notice that there will be an election held at the several places for holding elections 
in Arapahoe County, on Tuesday, the 7th day of Revenbar, A. D. 1876, for the pur- 
pose of electing the following officer, to wit : 


oo japecsentative from the State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the 
uted States. 





DAVID J. COOK, 
Sheriff of Arapahoe County. 


Denver, September 15, 1876. 
J will now add an extract from the testimony of Hon. John L. 
Routt, who was elected governor at the first election on the 3d day 
ot October, 1876. General Routt was upon the floor of this House 
advocating the passage of the Colorado enabling act, and was present 
at its passage. He says: 


As I have said before, my impression was up to this time (the middle of October, 
( 


~ ) that an election should be held on the 7th day of November, 1876, for a mem: 
er of the Forty-fifth Congress. , 


2 sustaining the same construction, line of thought, and action 
cial ie part of the republican party, among which were all the ofti- 
‘a's in the Territory, I read a part of the address of the State cen- 


Sa mittee, issued seven days after the October election, in which 
(dress the necessity for the November election is clearly admitted : 


HEADQUARTERS REPUBLICAN STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
St , Denver, Colorado, October 10, 1876. 
eee election of the 3d of October resulted in a complete triumph for the 
n party, the entire republican State ticket being elected ; also nearly, if 
the members of the Legislature, which secures two 


hotaltogether, two-thirds of a 





+he same could not be changed by the Legislature | 














republican United States Senators for Colorado and three electoral votes for 
Hayes and Wheeler. But the battle is not yet over. The democracy seem deter 


mined to go into a contest for the election of a Representative for the Forty-fifth 
Congress. 
‘ * * ° * * 

The great hope of the democracy is that they may be able to succeed through the 
apathy and indifference of the republicans. Shall this hope of the enemy be real 
ized? If not, then the republicans must be active and go to work atonce. The 
first thing to be seen to is the registration. This must be commenced on Tuesday, 
the 17th instant. All county committees will please give this matter their imme 
diate attention. In this connection it is not deemed inappropriate to republish the 
following concerning the importance of registration, which was issued from these 
headquarters under date of September 1, 1876. 

Hoping that you will give this matter your serious consideration and receive 
these suggestions in the same spirit in which they are tendered, to wit, the tri 
umphant success of the republican ticket, I am your obedient servant, 


J.C. WILSON, 


Chairman 


Continuing on this line of construction given to the twenty-fifth 
section and the laws of Colorado, I read a letter from the highest 
judicial adviser of the Government, as follows: 


WASHINGTON, September 30 
: Tam in receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, in which you ask for 
leave of absence for thirty days from and after October next. This Will include 
the day of the general election and the time intervening between the present date 
and that, which it is presumed will be a period of considerable excitement in all 
parts of the country. At such atime I think the officers of the United States, es 

pecially United States marshals, should be at their posts 
I prefer that you should defer your visit East until after the 7th of November 
Ss. F. PHILLIPS 
Acting Attorney-General 


Sir 


Cc. C. Tompkins, Esq., 


United States Marshal, Denver, Colorado 


Thus it will be seen, Mr. Speaker, that the Acting Attorney-General 
of the United States concurred in the opinion of the other officials 
that November 7 was the day. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not pretended that the enabling act in express 
terms repeals or modifies the twenty-fifth section, but that result 
is sought to be attained by a strained implication—an implication 
neither warranted by precedent, reason, nor the principles of law gov 
erning suchcases. The law-making power never repeals a law without 
a strong and sufficient reason forit. Let usseek the reason for making 
Colorado an exception. As I said before, the twenty-fifth section was 
in force for three years; but, when it was found that Ohio and other 
States had to change their constitutions before they could conform 
to the law, then the amendment was made excepting those States 
whose constitutions it was necessary to change to produce uniformity 
of time. Did such reason exist as to Colorado? By no means. She 
had not yet formed her constitution. This amendatory act passed 
the same day on which the enabling act passed, and it world have 
been folly to exempt a State whose constitution had yet to be 
formed, in which it would be as convenient to fix the day prescribed 
by the twenty-fifth section as any other. There was really not only 
no reason for the exemption, but there was every reason of public 
policy why it should not be. The object of the law was to fix uni- 
formity of time in all the States. The reason for this was that all 
the voters of the United States might at one and the same time be 
occupied at their respective homes attending to their own elections, 
and thus prevent the interference of non-residents. 


4.—KEPEALS BY IMPLICATION 

If section 6 of the enabling act did work a repeal of the twenty-fifth section of 
the Revised Statutes, such etfect can only be given to it by implication. But the 
well-established rule of construction is this: that one statute is not to be construed 
as the repeal of another if it be possible to reconcile the two together. (McCoul 
vs. Smith, 1 Black, 459.) And the Supreme Court has also held that ‘‘a repeal by 
implication is not favored ; the leanings of the courts are against the doctrine, if it 
be possible to reconcile the two acts of the Legislature together.” (1 Black, U.S 
R., 470.) “ Before there is a repeal by implication there mast be such repugnancy 
that the two statutes cannot stand together or be consistently reconciled.”” (Marlot 
vs. Lawrence, 1 Blatchford, Ct. Ct., 608.) See also Mr. Justice Story in Wood vs 
The United States, (16 Peters, 363,) where this doctrine is clearly stated and 
cogently applied to a similar case of construction. It will not be pretended that 
there is a positive repugnance between the sixth section of the enabling act and 
the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes. The two sections can stand to 
gether and be consistently reconciled. It is not only possible to reconcile the two 
sections, but it is only by ‘an ingenious course of argument” that any repugnance 
is made possible. 


Having shown that section 6 does not repeal section 25, and there- 
fore Congress had fixed the day, and that the 3d day of October was 
not such day, it only remains for me to show that the places and 
manner of conducting that election had been fixed by the State au- 
thorities. I cannot do this better than by quoting from the report 
of my distinguished friend and colleague on the committee, [Mr.Cox, 
of Ohio.] He makes it so clear that there is no room for doubt. He 
says: 

The machinery of election was provided by the territorial laws, kept alive by the 
new State constitution, and no question could reasonably arise as to the legal 
methods by which the will of the people might be expressed. 


Having quoted my friend from Ohio in support of my proposition, I 
regret I cannot coincide with him in his construction of section 6 of 
the enabling act and upon which he bases his conclusions. For it is 
a strange conclusion indeed that the enabling act delegates the power 
to the convention of fixing the time of holding the election until 
1880; that the convention in turn delegates the same power to the 
Legislature; that the Legislature having failed to exercise the power 
thus delegated, there is no election. 

My friend has certainly forgotten the old and well-established 
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maxim of the law, delegatus non potest delegare. Pardon me while I 
digress a moment to show that there was no election in October for 
the Forty-fifth Congress. It is only necessary on this point to read 
another extract from the report of Mr. Cox in this case: 

Before following the history further, it seems proper to report that the facts 
above enumerated incontestibly show that the people of Colorado were officially 
notified in such form that they were legally bound to take notice that the election 
op the 3d October would be for State oflicers and for a member of the Forty-fourth 
Congress only; and such notice continued public up to the day of the election 
itself. Notonly can ignorance of it not be presumed ; it is directly and formally re- 
butted. They farther show that the republican central committee did not under- 
stand or claim that the October election was a legal election for member of the 
Forty fifth Congress as late as the 10th October, but spoke of the placing of the 
name of Representative twiceon the ticket, as done by them, because it was “deemed 
advisable ;” and said that if their candidate had received a minority of the votes, 
they had intended to “ withdraw " his name, “and make no contest whatever for a 
seat in the Forty-fifth Congress.” Such language from the committee in charge of 
a party's canvass is the strongest possible disproof of the idea that they or the pub 
lic regarded the — for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress in October as 
anything else than an informal attempt to save time, expense, and trouble, which, 
as they themselves say, their opponents ‘seemed to be unwilling to accede te.” 

But to resume my line of argument. I will now show from the 
legislative history of the struggle for the admission of Colorado into 
the Union how utterly impossible it was that Congress should have 
contemplated that this section should in any manner interfere with 
section 25 of the Revised Statutes. An attempt was made in 1864 
to erect Colorado into a State. Upon the 2lst of March, 1564, an 
enabling act passed Congress for that purpose. Section 6 of that act 
is precisely the same as section 6 of the act under discussion, except 
that it provided for the Representative and State officers being elected 
upon the day the constitution was submitted to the people instead of 
upon a day subsequent thereto. I will read the section of this first 
act: 


Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That until the next general census shall be 
taken, said State of Colorado shall be entitled to one R presentative in the House 
of Representatives of the United States, which Representative, together with the 
governor and State and other officers provided for in said constitution, may be 
elected on the same day a vote is taken a or against the proposed constitution and 
State government. 

It will be observed in the section I have just read that the State is 
entitled to “one Representative until the next general census,” and 
it further provides, asin the language of the act of 1875, “ which 
Representative, together with the governor and State and other ofli- 
cers * * * may be elected,” &c. 

It is claimed that the words “ which Representative,” in the act of 
1875, refers to all the Representatives to be elected until 1880, and of 
course the similar words in the act of 1864 must refer to all the Rep- 
resentatives until 1870; but the time fixed for theelection in the act 
of 1864 shows the absurdity of the claim, for the language is, “ which 
Representative, together with the governor, &c., may be elected on 
the same day a vote is taken for or against the proposed constitution 
and State government.” Of course but one Representative, and that 
the first one, could be elected upon the day the constitution was sub- 
mitted to the vote of the people, but the logic of the minority would 
lead to the conclusion that the words “‘ which Representative ” would 
require all Representatives from 1864 till 1870 to be elected at that 
time. 

Now, the only real difference between the act of 1864 and that of 
1875 is, that Congress provided in the one for the election of the first 
Representative when the constitution was submitted to the votes of 
the people, and in the other (the one now being considered) upon a 
day subsequent to that time, to be fixed by the constitution. There 
was a reason for this change, and we can find that reason in the his- 
tory of the State’s first attempt for admission. Under the provisions 
of this first act the political parties of the proposed State were com- 
pelled to meet in convention and nominate their candidates for State 
officers and Congress before the vote was taken upon the constitu- 
tion. As Iam informed, the nominations for these offices excited 
great local jealousy. It was claimed that certain sections of the pro- 
posed State had secured all the offices, and the disappointed ones in 
the neglected sections, to resent the affront, organized and worked 
against the whole State movement, and so, when the constitution 
was submitted to the people, it was defeated, and thus the admission 
of the State was at that time prevented. 

When the next attempt was made, the one now before us, it was 
determined to avoid the rock which destroyed the first venture, and 
section 6 was so changed that the election of Representative, gov- 
ernor, State and other officers did not take place until the vote upon 
the constitution had been taken and the whole question of admis- 
sion settled. The distracting and destructive element of local jeal- 
ousy growing out of disappointed office-seekers was thus avoided and 
the question of admission determined wholly upon its merits. Pur- 
suing the ne of the history of this question we find still stronger 
reasons for determining that the vepeal or modification of section 25 
was in no manner contemplated by Congress. 

I will show that unless the author of the measure accomplished 
that which he did not intend to accomplish, which he never contem- 

»lated accomplishing, then this supposed modification is a fallacy. 

t is important for the proper understanding of the point I now de- 
sire to present to the House that the relation of Hon. J. B. CHAFFEE, 
present United States Senator, to the political canvass in Colorado 
involved in this controversyshould be understood. I will show it by 
the testimony of Hon. J. C. Wilson, the chairman of the republican 
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State central committee of that State. Upon page 33 of the record 
are found the following questions and answers : 


Interrogatory 7. Please state whether or not you had been intimately connectas 
with Mr. CHAFFEE in the management of the political canvass and how S 
you consulted with him in reference to its management. 

Answer. I believe I may safely say our relations were quite intimate, an: 


. 1 tha 
consulted with him at all times when I had occasion to do so or deemed it of wed 


est to a 

Int. 8. Was there any person in the State with whom you consulted more 
quently, or upon whose judgment ys more implicitly relied in the management if 
the campaign, than Mr. CHAFFEE 

A. There was no person in the State whom I consulted more frequently, whe; 
accessible, and upon whose judgment I relied more than Mr. Cuarrer. - 

When it is further considered that as the result of that campaign 
Mr. CHAFFEE was elected to represent the State in the United States 
Senate his intimate connection with it can be well understood. 

Now let me refer to the legislative history of the passage of ¢), 
act under discussion for the admission of Colorado. Mr. Crappy; 
was the Delegate from the Territory of Colorado in the Forty-:)ipq 
Congress. Upon the 8th day of December, 1873, he introduced the 
bill, which is now a law, for the admission of Colorado, and this ))jj] 
was referred to the Committee on the Territories, of which he was q 
member. Section 6 of this bill, as drafted and introduced by Mr. Cyap. 
FEE, was precisely as it was when it finally became a law. The jij) 
was reported to the House from the committee and passed that body 
upon the 8th day of June, 1874. It went to the Senate and passed 
that body with amendments on the 25th day of February, 1875, and 
the amendments were agreed to in the House upon the 3d day of 
March, 1875; and the act thus became a law. : 

Thus we have this bill prepared by Mr. CHAFFEE, introduced \y 
him, referred to the committee of which he was a member, considerei 
by that committee, reported back and passed by the House of whic) 
he was a member, again referred to his committee for the considera- 
tion of the amendments made by the Senate, reported back, and finally 
— by the House. If there was any man living who would have 

nown that section 6 contemplated an interference with section 25 
of the Revised Statutes, that man would have been Mr. Cuarrer; 
and yet we find that never until ten days after the election of Octo. 
ber 3 did either he or any one else make such a claim. Mr. Caarrre 
saw both political conventions for the nomination of candidates meet; 
he saw the proclamation of the secretary of state and of the sheritis 
of the several connties for the election of October 3 issued and pub- 
lished, and in which an election was called only for a Representative 
to the Forty-fourth Congress; he saw the second proclamations issued 
by the like officers for the election of November 7, and in these proc- 
lamations it was distinctly stated that the election for Representative 
to this Congress was called under and by virtue of section 25 of the 
Revised Statutes; he saw the chairman of the republican State cen- 
tral committee issue his address to the republicans of the State upon 
the 10th day of October, seven days after the election of October 3, 
urging republicans to register and organize for the election of Noven- 
ber 7; and all this time, consulted as he was, interested as he was, 
no thought ever crossed his mind that section 25 had either been re- 
pealed or modified by section 6 of his own law. 

Upon the 13th day of October this discovery was made for the first 
time. The lawyers of the State did not discover it—the recerd shows 
that Mr. CHAFFEE is not a lawyer—and yet upon the 13th day of Octo- 
ber, 1876, he discovered and proclaimed for the first time that section 
6 had effected this repeal. 

What it was that produced this new light we have not positive 
evidence, but some seven or eight of the witnesses testify tuat the 
common belief as expressed upon the streets was that it was brought 
about by a fear that Mr. Patterson would defeat Mr. Belford in No- 
vember, when the contest would be stripped of the a political 
excitement attendant upon the October election and it become a 
personal contest between the two candidates. 

And I may here add that there was no person more directly inter- 
ested in the alteration of the day of election as fixed in the enabling 
act of 1864 than was Mr. CHAFFEE. If the State had been admitted 
then he would have been United States Senator, as he is now, and in 
seeking again for admission he saw to it that the change of day was 
made so that his very worthy ambition might not again be thwarted, 
and to accomplish this end it only became necessary to change the 
time for the first election in the new State, and this evidently was 
the controlling and only purpose he had in view. 

Mr. Speaker, having given an account of the course of the repul- 
lican officials, I will now scrutinize the conduct and bearing of Mr. 
Patterson and his party friends throughout this controversy, 40 I 
say to the House that, if the committee had discovered in the test 
mony the slightest evidence of bad faith or double dealing on their 
a the report of the committee would not now be in bis favo! 

r. Patterson received the nomination of his party for both terms «! 
Congress late in August, 1876. Mr. Butler, chairman of the dem~ 
cratic State central committee, testifies, on page 56 of the record, (ha! 
at the nominating convention there was considerable talk about \ 
times for the election, and that the sentiment there was that tl 
Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress only could be elect 
upon the 3d of October, and that the Representative to the Forty- 
fifth Congress must be elected upon the 7th of November. These 
were the expressed views of Mr. Patterson then, and Mr. Butler 
swears, page 57 of the record, that he had not changed these vic¥s 
up to the day of the October election. But we have more conclusive 
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of upon this point. Mr. Patterson wrote a letter, dated Septem- 
fs to Mr. Butler, from Pueblo, Colorado. The entire letter is 
wl d oes page 68 of the record, and in it he uses this language: 
= aa a r a A Representative in Congress, I would say the proclamation of 

ie “ sheriffs of the different counties only calls for the election of one 
® pote for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress. It does not 

7 a the Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress. This, I think, isright. I 
<avs thought that the member for the Forty-fifth Congress must be elected 
' x ‘vember. Will you not see to it that it is understood that only the member 
to the Forty-fourth is to be elected in October? 

But this is not the only evidence of Mr. Patterson’s absolute good 
faith. Dr. Beshoar, the democratic candidate for lieutenant governor, 
swears (page 86 of the record) that he was present at five meetings 
addressed by Mr. Patterson, and that at each of them he distinctly 
told his audience that the member for the Forty-fourth Congress only 
was to be voted for in October and the one for the Forty-tifth Con- 
gress in November. But actions speak louder than words, and we 
find from the testimony of the same witness that he caused three 
thousand democratic tickets to be printed under Mr. Patterson’s direc- 
tions, and upon these Mr. Patterson’s name was placed but for the 
one term, the Forty-fourth Congress. These tickets were taken by 
Dr. Beshoar with him in his canvass and were distributed to demo- 
cratic voters. Again, we find by the testimony of Richard Allen, the 
proprietor and editor of a republican paper published at Fair Play, 
in Park County, (page 115 of the record,) that Mr. Patterson as late 
as September 19 caused democratic tickets which contained his name 
for both terms to be destroyed and caused new ones to be printed 
with his name on for but the one term, the Forty-fourth Congress, 
and that these tickets were used in the county of Lake. Copies of 
these tickets are found on pages 87 and 117 of the record. Again, we 
find, by the deposition of Mr. McDermitt, (page 112,) of Judge Rock- 
well, (page 120,) and of Moses Auker, (page 160,) that Mr. Patterson 
was constantly expressing these same views, both in public and pri- 
vate, and that he never entertained or expressed any other. His 
competitor was not so frank. While republican State officials were 
causing democrats and others to believe that but the member for the 
Forty-fourth Congress would be elected in October, and it was pub- 
licly known that Mr. Patterson and his political friends entertained 
and expressed these same views, the republican State central com- 
mittee was secretly printing and distributing throughout the entire 
State for four weeks before the election republican tickets with Mr. 
Belford’s name upon them for both terms, (pages 37 and 38 of the 
record,) and, as sworn to by Mr. Clark, who was the republican can- 
didate for secretary of state and who made the entire canvass of the 
State with Mr. Belford, (page 16 of the record,) Mr. Belford never 
made any public declaration whatever upon the subject. I am clear 
in stating to the House that Mr. Patterson’s course and that of his 
party upon this question have always been consistent and straight- 
forward, and that never, from the date of his nomination to the 
present time, has he by word or act even seemed to believe or to do 
aught to the contrary. 

But the great majority of the democratic voters did vote for Mr. 
Patterson for both terms upon the 3d day of October. How did this 
come? The record answers the question. I have shown you that 
the republican central committee commenced the distribution of 
tickets with Mr. Belford’s name on for both terms four weeks before 
the election. It is shown by the testimony of Mr. Butler, chairman 
of the democratic State central committee, (page 55 of the record,) 
and of Mr. Spencer, one of the proprietors of the Denver Daily Dem- 
ocrat, (page 126 of the record,) and of Judge Rockwell, (page 119 of 
the record.) all officially connected with the democratic party in that 
canvass, that the course pursued by the republican committee did not 
come to their knowledge until within a week of the election, and 
then, fearing that some trick was intended and knowing that the 
republicans had all the State officers and complete control ot the board 
of State canvassers, they sought to anticipate whatever the trick was 
by placing Mr. Patterson’s name on the democratic tickets for both 
terms likewise. The positive evidence is that there was no agree- 
meut or understanding upon this subject between the parties or the 
candidates, but the votes were cast on account of the names being 
placed on the tickets as I have heretofore related. The only testi- 
mony that might seem to militate against the truth of this statement 
is that of Wilbur F. Stone, on pages 101 and 102 of the record. This 
testimony is referred to by the minority of the committee. But if 
members will read the whole of interrogatory 12 of his testimony and 
the answer thereto they will find that so far from militating against 
my position it only strengthens it and shows the consistency of Mr. 
Patterson in a clearer light. 

Che minority report also refers to the testimony of General B. M. 
Hughes, democratic candidate for governor, to show that he advised 
Mr. Patterson’s name to be placed upon the tickets for both, terms. 
His testimony shows (page 73 of the record) that he only advised 
this course after he had learned of the course pursued by the republic- 
ans with reference to their own tickets. What was the result of all 
this upon the October votes? It is claimed, as an evidence that there 
Was a general understanding among the electors that the vote in 
October would determine the member for the Forty-fifth Congress as 
well as for the Forty-fourth, that the vote cast on that day for the 
Forty-fifth Congress was greater than that for the Forty-fourth, and 
that Mr. Patterson received more votes for the Forty-fifth Congress 

he did for the Forty-fourth Congress. It is true that the returns 
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of the board of State canvassers, as published in the report of the 
minority, does show this to be the fact, but the testimony taken 
indisputably proves the report of the canvassers to be a mistake. 
The truth is, Mr. Speaker, on account of the speeches and letters of 
Mr. Patterson, and the late period in the canvass at which the demo- 
crats learned of the republican tactics, Mr Patterson’s vote for the 
Forty-fifth Congress fell short of that which he received for the 
Forty-fourth over 1,100. By reference to this official statement it 
will be seen that the board of canvassers in compiling the vote gave 
to Mr. Patterson in Las Animas County for the Forty-fourth Con- 
gress 585 votes, and for the Forty-fifth Congress 1,263 votes. By the 
testimony of Mr. Garcia, (pages 244 and 245 of the record,) who was the 
county clerk and by law the custodian of the ballots and the returns, 
it is shown that the report of the board of state canvassers exactly 
reverses the result in that county, and that the 1,263 votes were in 
reality cast for Mr. Patterson for the Forty-foarth Congress, and the 
585 were cast for him for the Forty-fifth. In seventeen of the coun- 
ties, as shown by the official returns, and correcting the vote of Las 
Animas County, Mr. Patterson’s vote for the Forty-fifth Congress fell 
short of that received by him for the Forty-fourth Congress exactly 
1,154, showing conclusively that very many democrats voted for him 
but for the one term on account of his public advice and the failure 
of the democratic central committee to reach them with tickets. 

I now come to that portion of the case which should cover the 
advocate of Mr. Belford’s claim with confusion. The testimony 
shows with overwhelming certainty that neither Mr. Belford nor 
any of his political adherents ever claimed that he was entitled to a 
seat in this body by virtue of the October vote until ten days after 
that election. On the contrary the testimony shows, and I challenge 
proof to the contrary, that immediately after the October election 
both parties commenced active preparation for the November elec- 
tion, at which no officer was to be elected but a member of the Forty- 
fifth Congress. Upon October 10 the chairman of the republican 
state central committee issued an address to republican electors eall- 
ing upon them to register and organize for this November election. 
I call the attention of the House to this address published on pages 
45 to 47 of the record. It is not necessary that I should read it, as I 
have already given an extract from it. If Mr. Belford or his repub- 
lican friends had thought that October 3 was the proper day for 
electing a Representative to this House, why was this appeal for the 
November election made? Why was the tocsin of political warfere 
sounded from every republican camp throughout the State long after 
October 3? There can be but one answer, and that is that they 
believed the election ef that day necessary under the law, if they 
would obtain the office. But a sudden change came over the spirit 
of their dreams. In a day the active preparations for political war- 
fare gave place to the peace of a total abandonment of the conflict. 
Why was this? Let the testimony answer. Upon the 13th day of 
October Mr. CHAFFEE, the present Senator, published a letter in the 
republican press claiming that the election of seven days before was 
sufficient for their purposes. He claimed that there was no authority 
in law for the election of November 7, and broadly stated that it 
was the duty of Mr. Belford to withdraw and rest his claims on the 
October vote and for the secretary of state to issue a proclamation 
withdrawing the one previously issued ordering the November elec- 
tion. See record, page 44. 

I now call the attention of the House to the facility with whieh 
the State officials of Colorado, the republican organization and its 
candidates, surrendered to the dictation of this one man. J.C. Wil- 
son, chairman of the republican State central committee, testifies on 
pages 34, 35 and 36 of the record, that immediately on the publica- 
tion of this letter of Mr. CHAFFEE, a meeting of prominent repub- 
licans was held at Mr. CHAFFEF’s rooms, among whom were the gov- 
ernor of the State and Mr. Belford; that as the result of that meet- 
ing it was understood that the proclamation would be withdrawn, 
the vote of October 3 for the Forty-fifth Congress would be canvassed, 
and that the governor should issue to Mr. Belford his certificate. 
When this was arranged at this political caucus, then and not until 
then was Mr. Belford withdrawn as a candidate to be voted for upon 
November 7. Mark how quickly every one surrendered to the demand 
of Mr. CHAFFEE. His letter was published on the 13th; the chair- 
man of the republican committee issued an address withdrawing Mr. 
Belford on the i4th; the secretary of state published his withdrawal 
proclamation on the 16th ; and within a few days the governor issued 
to Mr. Belford his certificate of election. It is upon a certificate thus 
issued, the offspring of a political caucus, issued in violation of law 
and against the solemn convictions of the governor himself, that the 
minority of the committee claim that Mr. Belford should be seated. 

From the period of these transactions the republicans of Colorado 
opposed the holding of the November election. Every effort was 
made by this political dynasty to cajole or coerce the democrats of 
the State to yield to their dictation. I ask any member upon this 
floor, had he been situated as was Mr. Patterson and the democracy 
of Colorado, what would he have done under like circumstances f 
Would he have surrendered to this demand of the enemy? If he had, 
he would ever after have been unworthy of the name of a standard- 
bearer 6f any party. Here was an election required by law; a re- 
publican governor, secretary of state, United States district attorney, 
a republican State central committee, and the republican candidate 
for Congress had all united in declaring its necessity under the law. 
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The democratic party of Colorado did just as the republican or dem- 
ocratic party of any other State or district would have done—deter- 
mined to treat with contempt this outrageous and revolutionary con- 
duct of its adversaries and to persevere in the course marked out by 
thelaw. The democratic central committee was called together upon 
the 16th of October. It issued an address (see page 69 of the rec- 
ord) announcing that Mr. Patterson must continue in the field as 
its candidate, and urging all good citizens to unite in securing a valid 
election. Upon the 2lst of October the democratic committee issued 
a second address (see page 75 of the record) giving the most minute 
instructions concerning the methods as provided by law for carrying 
on the election, and in this address the conduct of the opposition 
was stigmatized as it deserved. In this address the committee say: 

The sudden determination of republicans, acting npon the advice of the repub- 
lican State central committee, toabstain from participation in the election for Rep- 
resentative to the Forty-fifth Congress, together with the condact of the acting 
secretary of state in revoking his proclamation for said election, have convinced the 
committee that it is their deliberate purpose to throw every obstacle in the way of a 
free and fair election, and, so far as they may have the power, to induce republican 
sheritis and county clerks to disregard the law concerning their duty in elections. 
In these high-handed and revolutionary measures their perpetrators can have but 
one object, that of surrounding the election and its results with so much uncer- 
tainty that the House of Representatives may be unable to arrive at an intelligent 
conclusion in determining to whom the seat in the Forty-fifth Congress belongs. 

The committee believe that the election upon November 7 is not only legal but 
necessary, if Colorado would be represented in the Forty-fifth Congress; and, so 
believing, we call upon all citizens, and county and election officers throughout the 
State, to join in an earnest endeavor to defeat the conspiracy. 


And in conclusion the committee say : 


The course marked out in this circular, in the opinion of the committee, is ren- 
dered absolutely necessary by the revolutionary and high-handed measures of re- 
publican leaders and State officials. It is the sincere conviction of the committee 
that if these suggestions and instructions are faithfully observed by the different 
oflicers mentioned, an election will be held November 7, as legal, in every respect, 
as any ever held in the State or Territory, and at the same time, republican politi- 
cians will be taught that they own neither the laws, the people, nor the ballot-box. 

Mr. Speaker, it was under these circumstances that the election of 
November 7 was held. A small vote was polled. How could it 
have been otherwise ? There was but one candidate in the field ; the 
other had been deliberately withdrawn and his supporters advised to 
refrain from all participation in this election. The 25,000 voters of 
Colorado are scattered over a wide area of territory, an area three 
hundred and seventy miles in length and two hundred and eighty 
miles in width. Over one-half of its surface is occupied by the highest 
range of mountains on the continent. Is it any wonder that under 
the circumstances but about 4,000 votes were polled in November. 
Considering all things, it was a large vote. In some of the counties 
no polls were opened, but if all the votes cast therein in October for 
Mr. Belford had been given to him in November it would not change 
the result by over 1,200 votes. There was no misunderstanding in 
Colorado about the day of election. The adherents of one party 
knew that its candidate had cast his fortunes upon the legality of 
one day; the adherents of the other knew that he relied upon another 
day. It was no longer the question of the number of votes cast, but 
the sole question was which was the right day. This the electors 
knew. It is shown by the testimony that friends of Mr. Patterson 
would say, when speaking of the then approaching November elec- 
tion, “ It makes no difference about the number of votes cast; 100 
votes are as good as a thousand; he has no opposition ; it issimply to 
be determined by Congress which is the right day.” 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Committee of Elections, having 
thoroughly examined this case in all its beatings, I have no doubt of 
Mr. Patterson’s right to a seat upon this floor. I consider his title 
as good as that of any member already here. He was elected upon 
the day and in the manner required by law. His skirts are entirely 
clear from every stain of questionable conduct. I consider his efforts 
toward maintaining the rights of the people of his State in this con- 
test as worthy of the highest praise. For this House to refuse to seat 
him would be an act of gross injustice, and in addition it would only 
serve to encourage political tricksters to tamper with the rights of 
the people and the sanctity of the ballot-box whenever the exigen- 
cies of their party required it. 

Mr. Speaker, having discharged my duty in the conduct of this 
case, it only remains for me to thank the House for their patient and 
very kind consideration during the delivery of my remarks. 

Mr. WAIT. Mr. Speaker, I shall not claim the attention of the 
House for any great length of time in the remarks which I feel it my 
duty to make in support of the views of the minority of the commit- 
= as expressed in the report which they have submitted to the 

ouse, 

James B. Belford comes here with a certificate and other docu- 
mentary evidence and claims an election as the Representative of 
the State of Colorado in the present Congress and Thomas M. Pat- 
terson appears with certain abstracts of votes and accompanying 
papers which he contends furnish full proof of his title to the same 
position. 

The House, instead of passing directly and immediately upon the 
= ions of law and fact arising in the case, referred the same to the 

Jommittee of Elections, with instructions to report either as to the 
prima facie right or final right of the claimants, as they should deem 
proper. After listening to very elaborate arguments from the con- 
testing parties and carefully examining the evidence, the committee 
looked upon the question of prima facie right as a thing of the past 


and felt that there was but a single question presented fo 
decision, and that was which of the claimants should be sw 
the legally elected member of the House from the State 


certainly within very narrow limits. 
the day prescribed by law for the election of a member of Cong 


having received a majority of the votes cast at that time; 
7th day of November was the day, then Mr. Patterson was 
chosen a member of this body, he having obtained a large maj 
of the votes which were then given. 





SS 


r their 
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; : of Colorado 
The inquiry which the committee was called upon to make was 


If the 3d of October, 1%76, was 


Tess 
Se, he 
but, if the 
duly 
ority 


in that State, then Mr. Belford is entitled to a seat in this Hoy 


The fourth section of the first article of the Constitution of the Uniteq 


States empowers the Legislatures of the several States to prescrilye 
the times, places, and manner of holding elections for members of 
Congress; but it reserves the power to Congress at any time by lay 
to make or alter such regulations. This power, so given to tho States 
to fix the times for the election of their members of this House, was 


in 1372 taken away from them by an act of Congress, that body tix. 
ing upon the Tuesday following the first Monday in November, be. 
ginning in 1876, and so on that day every second year, as the day 
tor the election, in each of the States and Territories, of Representa. 
tives and Delegates in Congress. From the operation of this law, 
however, certain States were excepted whose constitutions wou) 
have to be changed to enable them to conform to the requirements 


of the statute of the United States. Had the law of 1872 continued 


in full force after Colorado was admitted as a State it would have 
required that the election of the member of Congress from that State 


should be held on the day named, in the month of November. But 


in March, 1875, Congress passed an act for the admission of Colorado, 


one of the provisions of which, I claim, abrogated the statute of 1s72 


in respect to that State and exempted it from the requirements of 


that law. 


By the sixth section of the act for the admission of Colorado into 
the Union it was provided that, until the next general census, said 


State should be entitled to one member of Congress, who should be 
elected at such time, subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, 


as should be fixed upon by the constitutional convention. 
The law of 1875, so far as regarded the State of Colorado, came in 


direct conflict with the law of 1872, and I think it must be patent to 
every one that, so far as that State was concerned, the two enact- 


ments could not stand together. No rule is better settled than that, 
where two statutes, created by the same law-making power, direcily 


conflict, the last enactment overrides the earlier one. 


I will now turn to the constitution and schedule formed by the 
constitutional convention of Colorado,and learn what provisions were 
incorporated in these instruments in reference to the election of a 
Representative from that State in Congress. 

The fifth article of the forty-fourth section of the constitution pro- 
vides that— 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from the 
State at large at the first election under this constitution, and thereafter at sil 
times and places and in such manner as may be provided by law. 


The seventh article of the seventh section of the same instrument 
declares that— 


The general election shall be held on the first Tuesday of October in the years 
of our Lord 1876, 1877, and 187+, and annually thereafter on such day as may \ 
prescribed by law. 

The sixteenth section of the schedule accompanying the constit- 
tion provides that— 

The votes cast for Representatives in Congress, at the first election held under 
this constitution, shall be canvassed and the result determined in the manner pro 
vided by the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegate in Congress. 

What, I ask, is a fair construction of the section of the enabling 
act and the clauses of the constitution to which I have referred! In 
my opinion they can admit of but one interpretation ; that is, first, 
that the State of Colorado should have but a single representation in 
this branch of Congress until 1880, and that representation might be 
tilled by the same or different individuals ; further, that Congress had 
delegated its power to the constitutional convention to fix the day 
for the election of its Representative in that body ; and, last, that 
the convention did in fact exercise the power conferred upon it by 
Congress and fix upon the first Tuesday in October as the day for 
such election ; and therefore that this day in October, 1876, being the 
time for the first election under the constitution of Colorado, the 
candidate who received the largest number of votes at that time 's 
legally elected a member of the present Congress. 

ut it is claimed by the majority of the committee that the const 
tutional convention eanteant the sixth section of the enabling act 
as only authorizing that body to fix the time for holding the tim 
election for a Representative in Congress ; and they say further tht 
if they are not correct in that claim, and the convention put a ditle 
ent construction on this section of the act, and even if that body had 
the power to fix the day through the agency of State legislation, 
that power had never been exercised, as no legislative boy had been 
convened, and, when convened, passed laws fixing the time for farue 
elections of members of Con , and, therefore, that the law : 
Congress which fixed upon a Tuesday in November continued in fu 
and controlling force. ‘ 

I say in response to this claim that, in the exigencies of this ca, 
the constitutional convention was to all intents and purposes 4 legis" 








1877. 


lative body, clothed with all the law-making power necessary to 


secure to the State of Colorado its proper representation in the Con- 
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character. As the minority of the committee puts them in their 


report submitted to the House— 


A gress of the United States. It acted in that sovereign capacity when First. Did Congress empower the constitutional convention to fix 
- t fixed upon the first Tuesday of October, biennially, as the day when | the time at which the member to this Congress from that State should 
; the Representatives from that State should be chosen. But I think be elected? 
4 that the sixteenth section of the schedule throws additional light Second. If this power was conferred by Congress on the conven- 
3 upon this question. It applies the territorial laws to the canvass of | tion, did that body execute it ? 
Fa votes for a Representative in Congress in the election in October I have already discussed these questions and given my reasons for 
5 and does not extend them further. If the convention had contem- uniting with my associates on the committee—the gentleman from 
4 plated an_ election of such Representative in November, it would | Tennessee (Mr. THORNBURGH] and the gentleman trom New York 
b have continued the existence of the territorial board of canvassers | [Mr. Hiscock ]—in the report which we have presented to the House. 
: to a period beyond that day. When that day came this board had | That Congress did intend to empower the convention of Colorado to 
ceased to exist and no State officials had been elected to supply their | fix the time for the election of Representatives in Congress up to the 
place. ; | next general census of that State, and that the convention executed 
se The language of this section, as I construe it, places this matter, | the power conferred upon it fully, fairly, faithfully, I do not enter- 
b now in controversy, beyond any reasonable doubt : tain a doubt. 
i The votes cast for Representatives in Congress at the first election held under | In conclusion, I ask, what is our duty as members of this body, 
this constitution shall be canvassed and determined in the manner provided by | under the sanction of the oaths we have taken and desirous as we 
4 the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegates in Congress. | should be to discharge that duty irrespective of our party relations, 
is Why, I ask, did the convention use the plural word “ Representa- | in obedience to the law, and in the light of the evidence. 
ie tives,” unless it intended that on the first Tuesday in October the | | If I am right in my views, the 3d day of October was the time 
* electors of Colorado should cast their ballots not only for a member tixed by law when the people of Colorado should choose their Repre- 
S of the Forty-fourth but also of the Forty-fifth Congress? sentative to the Forty-fifth Congress, and Mr. Belford at that time, 
5 But to the claim of gentlemen that the Representative to the | a8 the returns show, was elected over Mr. Patterson by a thousand 
& Forty-fifth Congress could only be elected in November, as required | Majority. Then there is no aiternative for us but to admit the first 


by the law of the United States, unless the time had been changed 
by appropriate legislation on the part of the Legislature of Colorado, 
I make this answer: that not only no such body existed when the 
event happened which required the exercise of this power, but, fur- 
ther, that there was not a sufficient time between the convening of 
the tirst Legislature of the State and the 7th day of November to 


prepare and put in operation the machinery necessary for the choice | 


of a Representative at that time. Congress doubtless anticipated 
these embarrassments, and intended to guard against them by cloth- 


named gentleman to a seat in this Hall. To admit his competitor 
upon the few thousand votes cast for him in November would not 
only be in disregard of the law, but in detiance of the clear intent 
of the people of Colorado as expressed at the October election. In the 


| expressive language of Mr. Belford, in his address before the com- 


mittee — 


Now that we have reached an era of peace and fraternity, let us no longer turn 
an unkind hand to Colorado, the child of the century, but welcome her to repre 


k sentation in the national council. Let us respect her will that she may respect 
i ing the constitutional convention with ample power to fix upon the that of the nation. 

P day when the people of Colorado should select their eee | How much time have I left, Mr. Speaker? 

‘ in the Forty-fourth and Forty-tifth Congresses. The convention The SPEAKER. The gentleman has thirty-five minutes left. 

PS; executed the trust placed in its hands by the National Legislature in Mr. WAIT. 








good faith, and every principle of honor and of equity demands that 
this House should now sustain and carry into full effect the act of its 
authorized agent. 

But there are certain facts which stand out prominent in this case, 
that this House cannot ignore, and which, in my opinion, should have 
a decided influence upon the result at which we must arrive. It is 
evident from the aggregate vote cast by the two political parties at 
the election in October that the people of Colorado construed the 
section of the enabling act and the provisions of their State constitu- 
tion, to which I have referred, in accordance with the views that I 
have already expressed. Else, I would inquire, why did twenty-six 
thousand of the electors of the State cast their votes at this time 
either for Mr. Belford or Mr. Patterson as a candidate for Represent- 
ative in the Forty-fifth Congress? There is another singular feature 


in the October election, which is that more votes were given for the | 


candidates for the Forty-fifth Congress than to fill the vacancy in the 
Forty-fourth. 

The earnestness with which both political parties entered into the 
October election and the unusual exertions which they made for 
success are in telling contrast to the course pursued in November 
following, when less than four thousand votes in the aggregate were 


polled and in a large number of counties not a single ballot appar- | 


ently was cast. Does not this absence from the polls of over twenty- 
two thousand electors of Colorado in the month of November say to 
us in unmistakable language in what light the people of that State 


looked upon the farce which was gone through with by Mr. Patter- | 


son and his friends? 

There are other cireumstances developed by the evidence, which, 
though of minor importance, are certainly significant. Citizens of 
Colorado, democrats and republicans, prominent as political Jeaders 
or distinguished as members of the legal profession, unanimously 
agreed that there was not any law authorizing an election in No- 
vember. Then the ballots which were cast at the October election 
bore the names both of the contestant and the contestee not only for 
the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth but also for the Forty-tifth 
session of Congress, and evidently with their personal knowledge 
and approbation. And the canvass of the State by these gentlemen 
was closed by them prior to the October election. Does not the con- 
duet of Mr. Patterson, as proven by these facts, pronounce most em- 
phatically against his claim to a seat in the present Congress? 

But those gentlemen who insist that the election held in Novem- 
berwas valid and that Mr. Patterson is the legally elected member of 
this House point with an air of seeming triumph to the fact that the 
secretary of state, on the 14th of September, issued his proclamation 
Bean’ notice of an election to be held on the 7th of November for a 
" resentative from the State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress. 
; Snderstand the evidence, this proclamation was issued by » clerk 
n the office of the secretary and without his authority, and that this 


proclamation was f > y», t 
of October. ormally withdrawn by the same official on the 16th 


But, Mr. 


now disc 


Speaker, as I said at opening, the questions that we are 
Ussing are within narrow limits and purely legal in their 





I yield twenty-five minutes of my time to the gentle- 
man from Vermont, [Mr. JOYCE. ] 

Mr. JOYCE. Iam very much obliged to the gentleman from Con- 
necticut for his courtesy iu giving me the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, the question now before this House is above all po- 
litical or party considerations. It is a question which rises infinitely 
higher than the personal interests of the two gentlemen who are 
secking seats upon this floor. It is the right of a sovereign State to 
representation In this branch of the National Legislature ; and when 
that question is settled, whether she shall be represented by the man 
who comes here with the broad seal of her approval, or by one whom 
she has twice solemnly repudiated at the polls. 

Sir, it has been decided, both by the executive and the law-making 
power of this Government, after great deliberation, that Colorado is 
a State in the Union, and no one I apprehend wili now deny her right 
to be represented by somebody; and the great question now betore 
us is whether it shall be by Mr. Belford or Mr. Patterson, 

When the question of Mr. Belford’s right, prima facie, to a seat was 
before the House I voted for his admission because | then understood, 
as I do now, that his credentials were in regular form, duly certified 
by the proper authority of Colorado, that none other were presented, 
and that no fraud in the election was either claimed or pretended. 

I notice, Mr. Speakerffhat the resolution by which the papers in 
this case were referred to the Committee of Elections instructed that 
comiittee to report either as to the prima facie right or tinal right of 
the claimants to seats, but from a hasty glance at the reports 1 con- 
clude that the only question which is now submitted and which need 
be noticed in this discussion is that relating to the final and ultimate 
right. 

In the consideration and discussion of this matter the first impor- 
tant inquiry, and perhaps the vital one, is, was the 3d of October or 
the 7th of November the time prescribed by law for holding the elec- 
tion for a Representative from Colorado in the Forty-tifth Congress ? 

If the 3d of October was the time prescribed by law, then Mr. 
Belford was legally elected and should be admitted to a seat, because 
it is conceded by the contestant and everybody else that Belford 
received a majority of all the votes cast on that day. 

But if the 7th of November was the day appointed by law for the 
election, then Patterson was elected and should be seated, because 
nobody denies that he received a large majority of all the votes polled 
on that day. 

If neither of those days was the time prescribed by law for holding 
that election, then neither Belford nor Patterson was elected, and 
we should declare the seat vacant and give an opportunity for a new 


election. 


It is true, Mr. Speaker, that such aconclusion would leave Colorado 
unrepresented in this House for a portion of the present Congress, but 


that result, much as we might regret it, should not persuade us to 


violate the plain principles of law or to ignore the solemn precepts of 


the Constitution. 


If we are convinced by the law and the facts that such is the 


present status of this case, it is our duty to so declare it, regardless 
of the consequences to these claimants or to the State of Colorado, 
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because if she is unrepresented upon this floor for that reason it is her 
own fault, and_not that of the Congress of the United States which 
clothed her w#h all the powers of a sovereign State. oom 


But, sir, conscientiously believing, as I do, that the people of Colo- | section, the election to be held once in two years, the election for the full tem at 
rado have followed the spirit if not the letter of the Constitution and | office. That section must rule as n the Be 1 unless by some other 
the law, and legally designated and elected the man they desire to | 4t of Congress am exception has been made. t be remembered, 


1 . T however 

: : that this twenty-fifth section refers ovly to the biennial election for the full torn! 

represent them here, and that he ought to have been admitted to his | o¢two years. The language clearly refers to none but full terms of tw, —_ 

seat long ago, I shall spend no time in the discussion of this third | Now the next section, the twenty-sixth, relates to fragments of terms, picces of 
and last proposition, except to say that I assume that every member — yo sey ——- ——— ee aaanae Sellows: 

: i i : sc shic 2 @ j The time for holding electic ys , st, or Territory for a repre 
upon this fleer will adinit that the Congress which passed the enabling sentative or delegate to fill a vacancy, whether such vacancy iscaused by aia 
act, and the people of Colorado who framed her constit ution, intended | to elect at the time prescribed by law or by the death, resiguation. or ircapacit 
and purposed that she should be represented in this House from the | a person elected, may be prescribed by the laws of the several States and ‘Ter, 
time of her admission into the Union, and that therefore, to exclude | tories, respectively. a . ’ 

Son . - : : ene Titus we have two provisions of law relating to the election of members ; fth 
her would be to not only deprive her people of their constitutional House. ‘The first relates to the regular biennial election for a full term neq’ 
rights, but to do violence to that purpose and intention. 


such only; the other relates to the election for short terms—to the filling of = 

This, sir, I insist we have no right to do, and cannot do, except | cancies. ; ; 
in open violation of all the well settled rules of construction which | It may, perhaps, be entd thot the lenqueee 7 he Seenip tats section does noi 
are always applied to constitutions and statutes; but on the con- | Cover such a caso as this of Colorado. | Then I say ©%8 no provision for it is 


_ ; the Revised Statutes; for certainly the twenty-fifth refers only to full terns 
trary, We must so construe the provisions of those instruments as | Colorado certainly “ failed to elect” a Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress 
to give effect to the intent and purpose of the framers, and in case of | on any of the days of 1874 ‘prescribed " by any law for such election. The Dele. 
doubt er ambiguity the doubt must be solved and the ambiguity ex- | gate which che Ge chest = SS © mgereet “ by 

. : a.00 ee a! s reason © fac i a ease y- An original va. 
poe if possible, upon the same principle. As has been well said | TO"" Vos created for a small fragment of the Forty-fourth Congress, an 1 could 

»y Mr. Belford in his able argument before the committee— only be filled under the provisions of the twenty-sixth section. 

The representation being for the benefit of the State, even if the construction of the ae ne a a poly Epa my ry or be ae fi way Fag a 
law was doubtful, yetif the people believed they were authorized to elect a Repre- at senaiadl less there be some special exception by law ; but the elections for si , 
sentative to the Forty-fifth Congress on the 3d of October, and did at that time | S°Ve™ — ‘tt ~~ twenty-sixth section to be saiiienel by the States or —— 
elect one, under the belief that they were so authorized, then all doubts as to the ean plone, we Cais aenat bons by the necessitiesof thecnee. Sineanaey 
true interpretation of the act should be resolved in favor of the execution of their may occur at any time in the year, and Congress allowed the State to mect ‘te 
will. emergency when it might arise. It needed no change in the national law to pro 

In this case the construction I contend for carries out and effects “a aces aes ieee dith Chis ities Wiens wet Oe 
the purpose and object of Congress and of the people of Colorado, election for the three months of the Forty-fourth Congress. That is of a ee 
guarantees to them their constitutional rights, gives them a legal | That fragment of a term was filled, in accordance with the twenty-sixth section, 
Representative upon this floor, and is reasonable, just, and right; | by the act of Colorado hereslt. The tow of Congress - not ax the time when 
while the other would deprive them of their constitutional rights, oni aes tee carat ete tae inte — satel — Forty. 
exclude a sovereign State from representation, and would be a con- | that under the twenty-sixth section of the Revised Statates she might fix the time 
struction at once unreasonable, unjust, and violent. for herself What did the governor of Colorado do to fill that fragmentary term 
In determining this vital question as to whether October 3 or No- | to fill an original vacancy! He issued bis proclemetion oe o — to 
vember 7 was the day prescribed by law for holding the election we a a caida Gethae or the eae pod ay A oo op . » 
are now considering, it becomes important to consider and construe, | original vacancy was filled. ‘The proclamation said nothing about the full term 
by the aid and in the spirit of the rule I have laid down, not only the It referred only to the vacancy. Tnder the constitution of Colorado the governor 
Constitution and the laws of Congress bearing upon this subject, | was bound to issue a proclamation for the filling of a vacancy in any oflice, and he 
especially the act enabling the people of Colorado to frame and set | “4 5° in this case. 


up a State government preparatory to her admission into the Union, 


but also the provisions of the constitution which, under the power guage, that in the case of vacancies in the representation of any State 

granted by Congress, they adopted. Pa ’ the time for holding elections to fill them may be prescribed by the 
The second section of article 1 of the Constitution of the United | state itself. 

States declares that— In this case, the very “moment the State was admitted, on the 
The House of Representatives shail be composed of members chosen every | proclamation of the President, it became entitled to elect a Repre- 

eccend year. 7 sentative for the vacancy created by the act of admission, and that 
The f ti ; : so right was already within the spirit of the twenty-sixth section,” and 
rhe fourth section of article 1 provides that no other law was required. 


twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth sections of the act referred to, th 


beg leave to read what he said: at I 


The biennial election of Representatives in this House is provided 





This twenty-sixth section provides, in the plainest possible lan- 


The times, places, and manner of holling elections for Senators and Represent- 


: If, then, Mr. Speaker, I am correct in the proposition that this va- 
atives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislatare thereof ; bat the Con- : : > 5 ‘ -onfide 
sunie eer dh-anae han hor lner auton Gr ster anh cnpuiations, except as tothe place | C@N¢y was provided for under the general law, then I am confident 
of choosing Senators. that no one will dare deny that the act of admission is broad enough 

As stated in the report made by the honorable gentleman from henge poet oo ar ay ta a Representative in October to the full 
Ohio [Mr, Cox] in this case— y ete 


; ' , ee Finding that the time for the election of Representatives in several 
ee ET Cire Re heirs Get of the ‘several State | of the States was fixed by constitutional provision and that such 
Z aa Sor apenntutetiees in Sonne caiaeal ‘cob to oneh limitation or States had taken no steps to change the time by amendment of their 
interference as Congress may aflirmatively enact, ay! subject also, of course, to | organic law, Congress, by the act of the 3d of March, 1575, moditied 
tM dasmuch a Uho general power over the sulject vata with te legislative depart. | Sa twenty-fifth section of the act of 1872 so that it should no 
al c p Fone 3 re B Bs Ms D “ , , > & ° a¢3 3 2 
mous of tha Stahen the 4 of Congress po be held to have wider sospe than apply to any State whose conat itation must be amended a order to 
their language necessarily means, and a casus omissus, if there be any, remains | etlect a change of the election of State officers in such States. 
under State control, G I call the attention of the House to this modifying act for the pur- 
pose of showing that, although Congress had attempted to take 
charge of this matter and prescribe by general law the times for 
holding such elections, yet the desires and convenience of the people 
in a large number of States determined Congress to leave the power 
where they had found it, with the Legislatures of those States. _ 

These are, sir, I believe, all the provisions, either of the Constitu- 
tion or the laws of Congress, except the special act admitting Colo- 
rado into the Union, which can in any manner bear upon or relate to 
the matter of this election ; and, as I understand it, the most ardent 
advocate of the rights of Mr. Belford does not claim or pretend 
even that he was elected or that he is entitled to a seat under any 
clause or section of the Constitution and laws to which I have re- 
ferred. 

It is true that the friends of Mr. Patterson attempt to claim—and 
in fact they have no other ground to stand on—that he was elected 
under the provisions of section 25 of the act before referred to; but 
it seems to me that a mere reference to the facts as conceded and the 
law as we are forced to construe it will convince the judgment of any 
unprejudiced man of the utter fallacy of such a proposition ; and be- 
fore I get through I hope I shall be able to demonstrate it to the sat- 
isfaction of every anxious and honest inquirer after the truth. 

Let us now, Mr. Speaker, go one step farther in this discussion and 
consider the provisions of the enabling act and the constitution 
The honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, ] in his able | adopted by the people of Colorado, and see if we can find in either of 
speech upon this case on the 24th of October, stated so fully my own | those instruments any just and solid grounds upon which we can rest 
views upon the construction which should be put upon both the | the election of either of these claimants. 


That is to say, if Congress omits to fix the times for holding the 
election of Representatives in Congress, then the power remains with 
the States, to be exercised by their Legislatures in the manner deemed 
best by them. 

This power vested in Congress by the Constitution to prescribe the 
times of holding such elections may be exercised by Congress, or it 
may be relegated, as was done in this case, by the terms of the 
enabling act to the constitutional convention of the State. 

This has been done by Congress for so many years and in so many 
cases that it is now too late to question either the policy or the con- 
stitutionality of the custom. 

We como now, Mr. Speaker, to the legislation of Congress bearing 
upon this subject. By the act of February 2, 1872, Congress under- 
took to provide for the times of holding elections for Representatives 


in the several States, the twenty-fifth section of which act declares 
that— 


The Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 1876, is estab- 
lished as the day, in each of the States and Territories of the United States, for the 
election of Representatives and Delegates tc the Forty-fifth Congress; and the 
Tuesday next aftor the first Monday in November, in every second year thereafter, 
is established as the day for the election, in each of said States and Territories 
of Representatives and Delegates to the Congress commencing on the 4th day of 
March next thereafter. 
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On the 3d of March, 1875, Congress, under its authority to admit | 
new States into the Union, passed an act to enable the people of | 
Colorado to frame a constitution and State government and for the 
admission of such State into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States. The sixth section of the said act is as follows: 

That until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Represent- 
in the House of Representatives of the United States, which Representative, | 

er with the governor and State and otherofficers provided for in said consti- | 
». shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, and 

eo fixed by said constitutional convention ; end until such State oflicers are 
cjected and qualified under the provisions of the constitution, the territorial offi- | 
cers shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective offices. 

Under the “decisive authority ” of this enabling act, a section of 
which I have just read, Colorado became a State in the Union and her 
“yight to any representation in Congress must rest upon the perform- 
ance of the conditions and the pursuance of the methods provided 
by that act.” ; 

“This act, passed a long time subsequent to the general law of 1872, 
declares that “ Representatives in Congress and State officers shall 
be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, 
and to be fixed by said constitutional convention.” , 

The clear and explicit language of this act will admit of but one 
construction, and that is that, in the matter of fixing the time for the 
election of members of Congress until the next general census, it 
takes the State of Colorado out from under the operation of the 
twenty-tifth section of the act of 1872,in her case makes a special 
exception by law, and remits to the constitutional convention of that 
State the authority to prescribe the time for the election of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, and also that in this special act “ Congress 
has distinetly and necessarily abrogated, in the case of that State 
and for such period as is named in the act, every preceding Federal 
law upon the subject, saving, of course, the Constitution” of the 
United States. 

Under thisconstruction of the enabling act, to which we are forced, 
we are entirely relieved from the pressure of all Federal laws and 
brought face to face with the provisions of the constitution of Colo- 
rado. And if either of these claimants can bring himself within the 
letter or spirit of that instrument, then he that can do so is the legal 

tepresentative of Colorado and entitled to a seat upon this floor; 
otherwise he has no part or lot in this matter. 

On reference to that constitution we find it declares in section 44 
that— 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from 
the State at large at the first election under this constitution, and thereafter at 
such times and places and in such manner as maybe provided by law. 

It also provides that the first or general election shall be held on 
the first Tuesday of October, commencing with 1876, and continuing 
toand including 1878, the election on the first Tuesday of October, 
1x76, being, in the language of said forty-fourth section, ‘the first 
election under this constitution.” 

It is contended by the friends of Mr. Patterson that “ Representa- 
tive,” as used in section 44, refers to a Representative to the Forty- 
fourth Congress. But it seems to me that such a proposition cannot 
stand a moment when considered in the light of the following clause, 
which, referring to the time of electing such Representative, declares 
that after said first election it shall take place “at such times and 
places and in such manner as may be provided by law;” showing 
conclusively that it has reference not only to the Representative 
elected at the first election, but also to the election of every Repre- 
sentative who may be elected from Colorado, commencing with 1876 
and continuing down to the time of “the next general census.” 

The enabling act fixes the number of Representatives down to 1880, 
provides that they shall be elected on the same day that the governor 
and other State officers are elected, and clearly empowers the consti- 
tutional convention to prescribe the time for such elections, subject 
only to the condition that the first election is to be held on a day sub- 
sequent to the adoption of the constitution. 

And the constitutional convention, in the exercise of that power, 
declared that the State shall have one Representative from the State 
at large, to be elected at the first election held under the constitution, 
and thereafter at such times and places and in such manner as may 
be prescribed by the laws of said State. 

And in order to complete and furnish all the necessary machinery 
for conducting the election, the convention provided that “ the votes 
cast for Representatives in Congress, at the first election held under 
this constitution, shall be canvassed and determined in the manner | 
provided by the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for | 
Delegates in Congress.” Thus plainly and clearly making provision | 
lor the election to be held on the 3d of October and none other. 

| 
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I place no particular stress upon the fact that in the section of the | 
constitution to which I have referred the word “ Representative ” is | 
used in the plural number. There may be some significance in it and | 
there may not ; a8 faras Iam concerned I do not base the claim of 
Mr. Belford to a seat in this House upon any catch of words or upon | 
any technical rendering of clauses or sentences, but upon the broad, 
high ground that the constitutional convention of Colorado had the 
power to prescribe the time for the election of a Representative to 
this Congress; that it did prescribe the 3d of October, 1876, and that 
Mr. Belford was duly and fairly elected by the votes of a majority of 
the qualified voters of that State upon that day, all of which will | 
more clearly and fully appear upon an inspection of the records. 
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It has been claimed in the course of the discussion upon this case 
that the enabling act only provided for the election of a Representa- 
tive to the Forty-fourth Congress, and that therefore the people of 
Colorado had no authority to elect for the Forty-fifth on the 3d of 
October. 

The utter fallacy of this proposition will become clearly apparent 
when we remember that the members of the Forty-fourth Congress 
had been elected prior to the passage of the enabling act, and that 
by the terms of that act it was left very uncertain when Colorado 
would become a State, as no time was fixed when the President should 
issue his proclamation ; it might be in August or not until November 
or the March following. If he had not issued it until March, no one 
could then have questioned but what the Representative referred 
to in section 6 of the constitution must be the Representative in 
the Forty-fifth Congress. 

Again, sir, there are no words of limitation in the enabling act 
which would limit its provisions to the filling of a vacancy, which 
certainly would have occurred if Congress had designed to confine it 
to so narrow and limited an application. 

No question can now be made against the right of Mr. Belford to aseat 
in this Congress on the ground that he was elected on the same day 
to fill out the then unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress, and 
also for the full term of the Forty-fifth, because this House in the 
case of Shiel vs. Thayer long ago decided by a non-partisan vote, 
after due deliberation, that a constitutional convention has the power 
to provide for the election of a Representative other than to the first 
Congress following such election. (First session Thirty-seventh Con- 
gress, Glebe Appendix, volume 45, 1861.) 

Believing as I do, Mr. Speaker, that it is our duty to construe, if 
possible, every fact and circumstance in this case, as well as the law, 
in favor of the validity of the election of the 3d of October, and in 
favor of the right of the State of Colorado to representation in this 
House, I desire to call attention to another fact which has had great 
weight in my mind and given me important aid in arriving at what 
I believe to be a true solution of this question. 

By the provisions of the enabling act the convention to frame and 
adopt a constitution could not meet until the month of July, [876; 
the election could not therefore be held until October, and it would 
not be possible for the Legislature to convene before the Ist of No- 
vember, only six days prior to the general election and four months 
before the commencement of the legal term of the Forty-fifth Congress. 
And I may add in this connection that by the provisions of the consti- 
tution, as finally adopted, every bill had to be read on three different 
days in each house; so that any bill providing for an election on the 
7th of November could not by any possibility have reached the gov- 
ernor for his approval until the 7th, the very day of the election. 

When the constitutional convention met for the performance of 

its work its members were conversant with all the facts, and under- 
stood fully the purposes for which they had been called together, 
one of which was to provide for the proper representation of the 
State of Colorado in the national House of Representatives. 
We cannot doubt that they intended to do it and supposed they 
had. They must have known that a Legislature meeting on the Lst 
of November could not frame and mature the necessary legislation 
to govern an election to be held on the 7th of the same month. 

They must have known also that they were to make provision, 
unless it was covered by the general law of Congress, for the election 
of a Representative, not only for the unexpired term of the lorty- 
fourth Congress, but also for the full term of the Forty-fifth, which 
commenced on the 4th of March following. They must have been 
aware when they provided for canvassing the votes for Representa- 
tive in Congress at the first election to be held under the new consti- 
tution that they had made no provision for any election beyond the 
3d of October. They must also have known that unless a Representa- 
tive to the Forty-fifth Congress was elected at the general election 
in October he could not be elected at all, and that the State must go 
unrepresented. 

In view, therefore, of these facts, and upon a fair construction of 
the enabling act and the constitution, I feel justified in coming tothe 
conclusion that the election of a Representative to the Forty-tifth 
Congress on the 3d of October was not only in accordance with the 
intention and purpose of the framers of those instruments, and the 
people of Colorado, but also in accord with the letter and spirit of 
the law, and that any other result would do violence to all and work 
great injury to the people of that State. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, it may be urged in support of the conclusion 
to which I have arrived that the construction which the people them- 
selves, those who are directly interested, have put upon the law and 
the facts in this case should be allowed to have due weight. 

Upon this point I do not desire, neither do I deem it important, to 





| refer to all the proclamations aud counterproclamations which were 


issued by the secretary of state and his clerks, nor to the various ad- 
dresses and circulars sent forth by the chiefs of the two contending 
political parties, because these would only show some confusion in 


| men’s minds and some differences of opinion among the people re- 


garding the proper day for the election, but at last a pretty general 
settling down to the conclusion that the 3d of October was the day ; 
but I would be glad to get the attention of the House to the conduct 
of these claimants and their immediate friends and backers during 
the canvass which led to this unfortunate contest and the result 
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which is shown by the certificate of the secretary of state and agreed 
to by both parties. ; os 

I think it is fair to presume, from what we have learned in this in- 
vestigation, that the canvass was decidedly earnest and closely con- 
tested, both of the claimants taking the stump and urging their 
respective claims before the people of the State, not oviy for the 
short but also for the long term; and when the tickets of the respec- 
tive parties were made up the names of the candidates were placed 
upon the ballots for both terms and distributed in every voting-pre- 
cinct in the State. 

Sir, this was no secret or mystery, but everybody understood that 
the canvass for the October election was to settle the question as to 
who should represent Colorado in the Forty-fourth and the Forty- 
fifth Congresses. 

By consenting to be a candidate for election to the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress in October, Patterson impliedly confessed in advance that if 
elected he would accept the office; and, sir, I have no shadow of 
doubt that, if he had received a majority of votes, he would have 
appeared here and claimed his seat, and I venture to say that no man 
on this side of the House would have been found courageous enough to 
contest iton the ground that he ought to have been elected in November. 

After a most thorough and protracted canvass the people of Colo- 
rado, on the 3d of October, cast the largest vote ever polled in that 
State, which, when canvassed, showed that Belford had received 
13,308 votes for Representative in the Forty-fourth Congress and 
13,438 votes for Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress, while 
Patterson had received 12,310 votes for Representative in the Forty- 
fourth Congress, and 12,524 votes for Representative in the Forty- 
fifth, giving Belford a clear majority of 998 for the Forty-fourth and 
854 for the Forty-fifth. 

At the election which Mr. Patterson and his friends inangurated 
and engineered for him on the 7th of November, only 3,829 votes 
were cast in the whole State, of which number Mr. Patterson received 
3,580, Mr. Belford 172, and scattering 77. 

The result of the vote in November shows that the people of Colo- 
rado regarded it asa sham and a farce ; that it was an election held by 
a few men, without the least shadow of legal authority or constitu- 
tional right,no provision having been made for it by either the en- 
abling act, the constitutional convention, or the Legislature of the 
State. 

When Patterson went into the canvass for the October election he 
knew then as well as now whether that was the time prescribed by 
law for the election. He said by his acts and his voice that it was, 
and I am surprised that any man can be found who has the courage 
to stand up here and claim that he has the least shadow of right, in 
law or in fact, to a seat upon this floor. 

Mr. Speaker, the conduct of that canvass by the respective claim- 
ants and their friends, the understanding of the people of the State, 
the history of the election on the 3d of October, and the bastard one 
on the 7th of November, together with the final result as disclosed by 
the figures, although not conclusive, yet must and should be allowed 
to have, under all the circumstances of this case, great weight with 
all fair-minded men in solving all doubts and in settling any perplex- 
ing questions which may arise touching the construction of the con- 
stitution and laws under which we claim Mr. Belford was elected. 

In a spirit of fairness and eandor, Mr. Speaker, Iam bound to say 
that I have never considered this case as entirely free from doubt as 
to the right of Mr. Belford to a seat. There are points in it which 
have troubled and perplexed me; but, with a mind divested as much 
as possible of all party bias and political prejudice, I have carefully 
studied the case in all its bearings and aspects with a determination 
to arrive at a just conclusion, and I believe I have. 

As a lawyer, not entirely unused to the consideration of questions 
of like character, I] have endeavored to forget, for the moment, the 
political preferences of these claimants and to examine and decide 
the case upon the same basis and governed by the same rules that I 
would apply in settling a question involving the rights of property 
between the same men. 

The principles involved in this case are of the very highest impor- 
tance to the people of this country, and to their consideration they 
invoke the earnest attention and honest judgment of the members of 
this House. 

I have, from the first, felt adeep and anxious interest in the inves- 
tigation and discussion of this case, because, while I admit that men 
may honestly differ as to the technical right of Mr. Belford to a seat, I 
should regard the seating of Mr. Patterson asa palpable and open vio- 
lation of every principle of law and rule of constitutional construction 
upon which our Government rests, an attempt to break down self-gov- 
ernment, a vital stab at the rights and liberties of the people, and the 
shameless triumph of blinding prejudice and political partisanship ; 
while the seating of Belford would be, at the worst, a victory for 
equity, justice, and law over doubtful technicalities and the triumph- 
ant vindication of the right of the majority of the people to govern. 

These considerations, sir, have determined my course and led me 
to the conclusion that a fair and liberal construction of the law, in 
thespirit of equity and right, gives the case to Mr. Belford; and I shall 
cheerfully vote for the resolu'ion of the honorable gentleman from 
Connecticut [Mr. Warr] and the admission of Mr. Belford. 

Mr. WAIT. I believe I have ten minutes of my time remaining ; 
I will reserve them to be disposed of later in the ussion. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A mesgage from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its cle 
announced that the Senate had passed without amendme 
resolution (H. R. No. 59) authorizing the payment of em; 
House of Representatives of their salaries for time served by then 
during the present session of Congress without having taken the oath 
prescribed by law. P> 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed i), 
and a joint resolution of the following titles; in which the ¢ 
rence of the House was requested : 

A bill (8. No. 32) for the relief of the estate of J.M. Micow. ao. 
ceased ; oy 

A bill (S. No, 268) authorizing a general account advance for nay 1] 
appropriations ; 4 

A bill (S. No. 304) to regulate expenditures in the Navy: and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 3) authorizing Commander Edmond 0 
Matthews, of the United States Navy, to accept the gift of . 
from the Emperor of Siam. 

The message further announced that the Senate insisted upon its 
amendments disagreed to by the House and disagreed to the amend. 
ments of the House to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (1 
R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropriations for, the 
service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1s73 
and for prior years, and for other purposes, and asked a confer. 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had 
appointed Mr. SARGENT, Mr. Dorsry, and Mr. Beck conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 
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nt the joint 
loyés of the 
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DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I move that the House insist upon its disagree. 
meut to the amendments of the Senate and agree to the conference 
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER subsequently announced as the conferees on the 
part of the House, Mr. SINGLETON, Mr. ATKINS, and Mr, Hate. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—PATTERSON VS. BELFORD. 


The House resumed the consideration of the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections upon the contested-election case in the State of 
Colorado. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, the difference of opin- 
ion in this case is mainly on questions of law. The details of tact 
are abundant and thorough; but while these serve to illustrate th: 
purposes that inspired different political movements; in other words, 
while they exhibit the history of the election in Colorado, they do 
not change nor modify the law upon which the validity of that elec- 
tion depends. But an acquaintance with the facts will enable us the 
better to ascertain and apply the law; and in order that I may state 
what is, in my judgment, a correct opinion of the law of the case, | 
will first make a brief mention of the facts. 

In March, 1875, Congress passed an act for the admission of Colo 
rado into the Union as a State. This is called the enabling act. Un- 
der its authority a convention, elected in October, 1875, assembled in 
December of the same year and framed a constitution, which was 
ratitied by the people on the Ist of July, 1876. This constitution pro- 
vided machinery for the State government, and the next step in order 
was to set that machinery in operation. This was to be done by the 
people of the State through a general election. An important difler- 
ence of opinion arises at this point as to the extent and operation of 
the enabling act, and it ends in a conclusion of jadgment in the case, 
as one or the other view is adopted. 

Provision was made by the constitution for the election of a Rep- 
resentative in Congress and also for the general election of State and 
other oflicers. The State, having been admitted into the Union be- 
fore the expiration of the Forty-fourth Congress, was entitled to 
representation for the unexpired term of that Congress. 

In the month of August, 1876, the two political parties of the State 
held their conventions and nominated candidates for Congress; and 
to avoid the necessity of assembling a second time they each not- 
inated for the balance of the Forty-fourth and for the Forty-titth 
Congress. The contestants in this case received both nominations 0 
their respective parties. , 

On the 3lst of August, 1876, the secretary of state issued offical 
notice to the sheriff of each county for an election to be held on the 
3d of October for the various State and other oflicers, and for “eve 
Representative for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress 
of the United States.” This is that official paper: 


Election notice. 
To the sheriff of County, greeting : 


You are hereby notified that the first general election for officers provi“ 
under the constitution of the State of Colorado will be held on Tuesday, Octov 
3, A. D. 1576, in the several precincts of your county, as now provided by law. # 
which time there will be elected a governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary © 
state, auditor of state, treasurer, attorney-general, superintendent of public 
struction, three judges of the supreme court, six regents of the State university, 
and one Representative for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress 0! 
United States, one district judge and one district attorney for the second judic: 
district, composed of the counties of Arapahoe, Douglas, Elbert, Weld, and a 
mer. There shall also be chosen at said election fuur senators, to represent te 
eigbth senatorial district, comprising the county of A and also seven ~ 
resentatives to re t the county of Arapahoe in the house of representativ b- 

As soon as convenient after the receipt of this notification, you will cause pt 
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+ soclamation of the same to be made, as directed by law, in the several voting- 


incts of your county, including therein such county and precinct officers as 
Pee equired by law to be chosen at said election. 
” Int "-imony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of 
¢he Sti te to be affixed, at the city of Denver, this 3ist day of August, A. D. 1876. 
pea tones JOHN TAFFE, 
Secretary of State. 
Observe that the election of a Representative is limited expressly 
to the balance of the term of the Forty-fourth Congress. Notice 
further that the election was to be held “under the constitution of 
the State of Colorado,” and not under any direction of the enabling 
act. . . : . . 
y= the 14th of September, 1876, notice was issued from the office 
of the secretary of state to the sheritis of the counties for an election 
on the 7th day of November following for a Representative in the 
Forty-fifth Congress. It reads as follows: 
‘ Election notice. 


County, greeting : 


[skAL-] 





To th she rif of 


You are hereby notified that, in accordance with the provisions of section 25 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, an election will be held on Tuesday, the 
sth dav of November, A. D. 1876, in the several precincts of your county, as now 
srovided by law, at which time there will be elected a Representative from the 
State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. 7 
“4s goon as convenient after the receipt of this notification you will cause public 
proclamation of the same to be made, as directed by law, in the several voting 
precincts of your county, including therein such county and precinct officers as 
are required by law to be chosen at said election. . 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the great seal of 
the State, at the city of Denver, this 14th day of September, A. D. 1876. 

sEAL.] JOHN TAFFE, 

Secretary of State. 

It will be seen that this is a special notice for one particular elec- 
tion, and that it refers to section 25 of the Revised Statutes as the 
law requiring such election. In obedience to this notice, the sheriffs 
of the counties made their official proclamations, and both the notice 
and proclamations were in recognized force on the 3d of October, 
when the first general election was held. Here is a proclamation 
from one of the sheriffs; it is connected with the notice from the 
secretary of state of the day before, and I suppose the same arrange- 
ment was had in every county : 

In pursuance of the above notice, and the statute therein mentioned, I do hereby 
vive notice that there will be an election held at the several places for holding 
elections in Arapaboe County, on Tuesday, the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876 
for the purpose of electing the following officer, to wit, one Representative from 
the State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. 

DAVID J. COOK, 
Sheriff of Arapahoe County. 

Denver, September 15, 1876. i 

On the ballots cast at the October election was the name of each 
candidate for both the Forty-fourth and the Forty-fifth Congress, and 
the name and designation were equally specific as to each Congress. 
At that election Mr. Belford, the contestee, received a majority of the 
votes, 

On the 7th of November, 1876, an election for Representative in 
the Porty-fifth Congress was held, at which Mr. Patterson, the con- 
testant, received nearly all the votes cast. 

Ihave thus, Mr. Speaker, given somewhat in detail the leading 
facts as they transpired, about which there will hardly be any dis- 
pute. Which of these elections to the Forty-fifth Congress was the 
valid one, and which of these contestants is entitled to a seat in this 
House? In other words, which was the day for the election of a 
Kepresentative in the Forty-fifth Congress, the 3d of October or the 
7th of November? 

The notice for the 3d of October confined the election for Repre- 
sentative, so far as official proclamation could confine it, to “ the un- 
expired term of the Forty-fourth Congress.” It is not unreasonable 
to suppose that when people so far heed an official proclamation as 
to assemble on a day and at places named, their purpose is to do 
what that proclamation authorizes and requires—nothing more nor 
anything less. If this is a correct proposition, the voters of Colorado 
met on the 3d of October to elect a Seeeesaniianive in the Forty-fourth 
Congress and no other. 

Was that purpose changed or enlarged by the fact of their casting 
the double ballots already described? If they intended to elect for 
the Forty-fifth Congress too, how long had such intention been en- 
tertained and why was the order for the November election allowed 
toremain in undisputed force through every hour of the October 
election? Mr, Speaker, we all know that the people leave the man- 
agement of election campaigns to the committees and leaders of the 
political parties. Sach committees represent the parties in every- 
thing ertaining to the conduct and advisory work of a campaign, 
and this is not only right but necessary. We have no other intima- 
tion than the face of the tickets that there was any design to elect 
for both the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth Congresses, while against 
even that intimation we have a standing official proclamation to 
_— obedience was rendered, throughout the State, until the mid- 
( e of October. _Itis probable that half, if not more, of the voters 
hever saw the tickets until the same were distributed for immediate 
use at the ballot-box. 

But, Mr. Speaker, if every man in Colorado knew the peculiar 
make-up of the tickets long beforehand and intended to elect a 

‘presentative in the Forty-fifth Congress on the 3d of October, 
“aon could have no validity if that was not the day pre- 

ylaw. The time and place of a public election are not to 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


155 








be located or defined by popular action or opinion, but both must be 
declared by law. 

Those who hold that Mr. Belford is entithed to the disputed seat, 
find the authority for their opinion in the sixth section of the en 
abling act. That act became a law on the 3d of March, 1875. It 
reads as follows: 

That until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Repre 
sentative in the House of Representatives of the United States, which Repre 
sentative, together with the governor and State and other officers provided for in 
said constitution, shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the 
constitution, and to be fixed by said constitutional convention; and until such 
State oflicers are elected and qualified under the provisions of the constitution 
the territorial officers shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective 
ottices.”— United States Statutes at Large. 


By the words “ one Representative ” the statute simply detines the 
amount or allotment of representation allowed the State until the 
next general census. Congress alone had authority to fix the amount 
of representation, and it was both right and proper to state the limit 
in the enabling act, The words “shall be elected on a day subse- 
quent to the adoption of the Constitution and to be fixed by said 
constitutional convention” evidently refer to the first general elec- 
tion, at which the people were to designate the men to whom the 
government of the State in all its branches was to be intrusted. 
This first State election was a necessity to be considered and pro 
vided for by the convention, and it was a matter in which Congress 
had no right to dictate or direct. But Congress did have authority 
to tix the day for the election of a Representative; and for the pub- 
lic convenience it selected the day that the convention might name 
for the State election. 

If this view is not correct, then Congress must have meant through 
the channel of an enabling act to connect the election of Colorado's 
Representative with that of her State and other officers until the 
next general census however often this latter election might happen. 
And, what is equally absurd, Congress must also have meant to in- 
struct or require the convention to fix the days for the election of the 
State oflicers until the next general census. The act is as explicit in 
the mention of “ Governor and State and other oflicers” as it is in 
the words “which Representative,” and the mandatory expression 
“shall be elected” applies to them all in the same connection. 

Who will pretend that Congress can usurp the authority to direct, 
regulate, tix, or limit elections of State oilicers? And yet if the 6th 
section of this enabling act regulates and controls the election of a 
Representative in Congress until the next general census, then the 
same thing is attempted with reference to the * Governor and State 
and other officers,” for the act is an inseparable whole. 

I think it idle to suppose that, in matters of election, this law was 
intended to reach beyond the first general election, at which the ma- 
chinery of State power was to be set in motion. It is the province 
of an enabling act to “enable” a State newly coming into the Union 
to clothe herself with the panoply of her own coustitautional powers 
and to reyulate her own economy. - This done the enabling act has 
fulfilled its purpose and is an operative law no longer. 

But, Mr. Speaker, when we examine the provisions of the consti- 
tution of Colorado we are not left in doubt as to the meaning of sec- 
tion 6 of this enabling act, for we must know that it was construed 
by the convention. Section 7 of article 7 of the constitutiou is as 
follows: 

The general election shall be held on the first Tuesday of October, in the years 
of our Lord 1876, 1877, and 1878, and annually thereafter on such day as may be 
prescribed by law. 

Here by the constitution of the State the day is fixed for three suc- 
cessive State elections, and after the first Tuesday in October, 1378, 
such elections will be regulated by law. Turn now to section 44, 
article 5, of the same constitution, which reads as follows : 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from 
the State at large, at the first election under this constitution, and thereafter at 
such times and places and in such manner as may be provided by law 

This section provides exclusively for representation of the Slate in 
Congress. It locates the first election of “ one Representative” on 
the day of the first general election of the State, which was the 3d 
of Octobgr, as shown in section 7 of article 7, already quoted. The 
time for™ ly the first election of a Representative is fixed. All other 
elections for the same office are to be held “ thereafter at such times 
and places and in such manner as may be provided by law.” 

So against the opinion that section 6 of the enabling act fixed or 
required the convention to fix the day until the next general census 
for the election of a Representative in Congress, we have this specific 
declaration of the constitution naming the first day only, and leaving 
all others to the regulation of law. The convention did not stop 
with one day for the State elections, but it went on, as it had the 
right to do, and named an election day for three successive years. 
Elections for Congress can be held but once in two years. State elec- 
tions, under constitutional provison, may be held every year. The 
convention separated the two after the first election, and left the for- 
mer, in Colorado, to the provisions of Federal legislation. The lan- 
guage of the constitution is plain, authoritative, and satisfactory. 

Of course the election of a member of Congress means one election 
and one member. Presumption would hardly stretch far enough to 
sanction the election of one man to two Congresses at the same time, 
without some specific and potent law, especially if it all happened 
in the absence of overmastering necessity. I am convinced that the 
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3d of October, 1876 was not the day for the election of a Representa- 
tivein the Forty-fifth Congress frem Colorado, and that Mr. Belford’s 
claim toa place on this floor is unsupported by law. He served for 
the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress under an election 
which nobody disputed. 

Let us now consider Mr. Patterson’s claim. The proclamation 
for the November election, which I have already quoted, seems to 
have been issued after mature deliberation. It refers to the law for 
its authority. It was issued, as stated, on the 14th of September, 
and it was a subsisting official order on the 3d of October when the 
first election was held. 

Under this notice for the 7th of November the sheriffs of the coun- 
ties made proclamation, as they had done under the notice of August 
3lst for the 3d of October, and the same steps were taken in all 
respects for another election. 

For reasons given further along, the election of November 7 was 
not largely attended. But was it or was it not a valid election? 
This, too, is a question of law. 

It will be observed that the notice for the November election refers 
to section 25 of the Revised Statutes, which is as follows: 

The Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 1876, is estab- 
lished as the day in each of the States om Territories of the United States for the 
election of Representatives and Delegates to the Forty-fifth Congress, and the 
‘Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in every second year thereafter 
is established as the day for the election in each of the said States and Territories 


of Representatives and Delegates to the Congress commencing on the 4th day of 
March next thereafter 


This section 25 was the uniform law for all the States except those 
which had not at the date of its enactment changed their days for 
election of State officers and whose constitutions had to be amended 
so as to effect a change; and it was equally the law for Colorado, 
unless section 6 of the enabling act made a different regulation for 
that State. I have already shown that the enabling act, even if it 
was intended to embrace more than the first election, did not under- 
take to fix any time of election, but left that matter to the conven- 
tion. 

I have also shown what the convention provided through the con- 
stitution in reference to the time of elections. If it was intended 
in section 6 of the enabling act to authorize or require the conven- 
tion to do certain things in matters of election, that section was no 
longer of force after the convention acted. It makes no difference 
that that body failed or refused to obey the literal meaning of sec- 
tion 6, as some construe it, and declined to fix a day until the next 
general census for the election of a Representative in Congress. 
Its action was final and conclusive as to all matters submitted by 
statute. 

When the convention limited the first election for Representative 
to a specified day, and declared that the time of future elections 
should be regulated by law, what law did it mean? What was the 
jaw in Colorado for elections to Congress after the first election? 

The State was entitled to representation in the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress and there must have been, of necessity, some authority provid- 
ing for that representation. It would be an anomaly for a State 
clothed with full powers, whose constitution was complete and estab- 
lished, to be without the means of representation. There can be no 
such situation, or, at least, there was none such in Colorado. Article 
1, section 4 of the Constitution of the United States reads as follows : 

The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representa- 
tives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislatare thereof; but the Congress 


may at any time by law make oralter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators 


Here the paramount legislative authority is given to Congress. 

I decline to discuss the question whether, if a convention make reg- 
ulations for the “ times, places, and manner” of holding elections for 
Representatives in Congress such action may not be considered in 
the highest sense the work of legislative power, for in this instance 
the convention did not name atime beyond the first election, and 
such a discussion would therefore be profitless. Congress exercised 
the power conferred by the Constitution of the United States, and on 
the 2d of February, 1872, passed the law found in section 25 of the 
Revised Statutes. This was certainly the law for a as well 
as for other States, on the 7th of November, 1876, unless that State 
comes within the special provision of the act of March, 1875, which 
is as follows: 


Section 25 of the Revised Statutes, prescribing the time for holding elections for 
Representatives to Congress, is hereby modified so as not to apply to any State that 
has not yet changed its day of election, and whose constitution must be amended 
in order to effect a change in the day of election of State officers in said State. 


This modifying act was evidently intended for States whose con- 
stitutions at that time located elections on days other than the 7th 
of November. Mark the words “is hereby modified so as not to 
apply to any State that has not yet changed its day of election, 
and whose constitution must be amended,” &c. At the time of the 
passage of this act Colorado was not a State. Her constitution did 
not need to be amended, for she had no constitution. It is hardly 
necessary to give any further reason why the State was not within 
the exception of the modifying act. 

The Legislature was not to assemble until the first Wednesday in 
November. The day for the election of Representatives from nearly 
all the States was approaching. The law fixing the7th of November 


one Congress was held. I do not think there can be, after ¢| 
investigation, any reasonable doubt that the 7th of Nove 


the tirst general election held, the laws of the Territory had no o 
rative force; and that no means for the conduct of an e 





as election day was uniform, and certainly it applied to st 
mitted after its enactment. Indeed, a new State could not contr: 
vene section 25 either by its constitution or through legislation - 
Then what prevented this law from requiring the State of Colorag 
to elect a Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress on the day ‘hee 
was prescribed for s0 many other States? When and fro y hat 
source did Colorado acquire the privilege of nullifying a statute a 
bound the other States of this Union? She did not have jr through 
the enabling act, for that act at most only empowered the convention 
to fix the time for elections. The convention stopped with one og 
the 3d of October, and on that day an election for Representative jy 


10rough 


mbe as 
the day established by law for the Colorado election to the ~ veifth 
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Congress. 


But it may be argued that the election of the 7th of November was 
not valid for the reason that there was no authorized machi 


‘ 1ery fo 
the management of elections; that, after the State was admitted od 


ted and 
pe- 
: i lection could 
be had short of action by the Legislature. This objection is answered 


by section 1 of the schedule to the constitution, which is as follows: 


That no inconvenience may arise by reason of the change in the form of goy. 


ernment, it is hereby ordained and dec a; 


SECTION 1. That all laws in force at the adoption of this constitution shall. so far 


as not inconsistent therewith, remain of the same force as if this constitution had 


not been adopted, until they expire by their own limitation or are altered or ry 


pealed by the General Assembly. 


Among the laws of the Territory in force at the time of the adop- 
tion of the constitution was a complete election law, under which 


the territorial elections had been held. This law was not, in apy 
sense, inconsistent with the constitution, nor had it expired by its 
own limitation on the 7th of November. Under the wise precaution 
of the schedule it remained in force, of necessity, until repealed by 


the Legislature. But for this section of the schedule the State aud 


other officers elected on the 3d of October would have been without 


the means for the discharge of their official trusts, rights of prop- 


erty could not have been enforced, crime could not have been pun. 


ished, in short, there would have been a dead, disastrous blank unti! 
the meeting of the Legislature. The election of the 3d of October was 
conducted under the very law and system which were carried for- 
ward by the schedule. But there is important evidence that shows the 
force and operation of this law on the 7th of November, in another elec- 
tion than that for Congress. There was a vacancy in the office of clerk 
and recorder in the county of Pueblo. Official proclamation for an 


election to that office was issued ; every step required by this same 
election law was taken; the election was held in connection with 


the election to Congress; the republican candidate was elected; and 
if his term of office has not expired he doubtless holds to this day. 
Four witnesses were examined in reference to this matter, but as the 
evidence is too extensive to quote in full I cite only a part. 


Deposition of M. D. Crow. 
M. D. Crow, being first duly sworn, deposes as follows : 


uestion 1. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation ! 
nswer. My name is M.D. Crow; age, twenty-six years; residence, Puebl 
Pueblo County, Colorado ; occupation, real-estate agent. 

Q. 2. Was there an election held in said county of Pueblo upon 7th day of No- 
vember last; and, if so, for what offices ? 

A. There was an election held on that day for the office of county clerk and 
recorder of Pueblo County, and for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress 

. 3. For what office, if any, was you a candidate on that day ? 
. For the office of county clerk and recorder, as the nomineeof the democratic 
party of said county. 

Q. 4. How did happen that an election was held in said county on the 7th day of 
November last for county clerk and recorder ? ae 

A. There was a vacancy in that office, and the board of county commissioners 
ordered an election on that day to fill said vacancy. : 

25 Was the proclamation of the secretary of state, calling for an election for 
a Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress upon the 7th day of November, and 
the proclamation of the sheriff of said Pueblo County calling an election for said 
Representative and county clerk and recorder, being published in the public news 
a of Pueblo County upon the 7th day of November and prior thereto! 

. Yes, sir; they were. 

«. 6. Did you actively participate in the canvass of the said November election 
and in so doing how many of the voting-precincts of Pueblo County did you visit, and 
did you converse with any considerable number of the electors of said county uped 
the subject of said election? s ; 

A. I did actively participate in said canvass. I visited six voting-precincts, an¢ 
I think I conversed with electors from nearly every precinct, in fact from ever) 
precinct in the county, upon the subject of the election. — 

Q. 7. Was it or not generally known and understood by the electors of Pueblo 
County throughout the county, upon and prior to the said 7th day of Novemet 
that an election was to be held upon said be for Representative in the Forty 
Congress, and for county clerk and recorder ? 

A. It was. ‘ 7" 

Q. 8. State whether or not the sheriff and clerk of Pueblo County distributes 
the judges and clerks of election in the various voting-precincts in said cont 
the regular ballot-boxes and poll-books and registry-books for the election 0! ) 
vember 7, 1876 ; and, so far as you know, were they used for the purposes of elet- 
tion on the 7th day of November, 1876? sn Deke 

A. They distributed the regular ballot-boxes and poll-books and registry: coal 
to the various voting-precincts for said election, and they were used in the seve 
ber ee for that election. ~incte 

Q. 9. State whether or not a registration of the voters of the several precine 4 
in which registration was required by law to be made was made upon the days 4 
at the time required by law for the purposes of said November election. best 

A. I think it was. I know it was in precinct No. 1 and told it was in = 
No. 13, and those were the only precincts in the county where registratiod 
required by law. 
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10, Who was the republican candidate for county clerk and recorder at that 
lection? — 

oe Gearne H. Hobson. : f Q. 4. How did it happen that an election for clerk and recorder was held on the 
© 11. What, if anything, do you know of the name of the contestant in this | 7th day of November last? 

case being printed upon republican tickets with that of George H. Hobson, repub- A. It was because there was a vacancy in that office, and I was authorized to 
wet ee Ste for county clerk and recorder, and such tickets being voted at said | call said election by the board of county commissioners for said county 

aes tion on November 7, 1276? 


: : : ; Q.5. By what authority was an election held for Representative to the Forty-fifth 
4. There were a large number of tickets that had Mr. Patterson's name and Mr. | Congress ? 


Forty-fifth Congress of the United States, and also for the office of county clerk and 
recorder for Pueblo County. 





‘Laon’s name printed upop them, but they were headed “ democratic ticket,” and A. The election was held under section 25 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
» were voted on that day, the 7th November, 1876. : States. 
- (> By whom were these tickets that you have described procured to be Q. 6. What notice, if any, was published calling said election for Re 


presentative 
ye ink they were by Mr. Hobson himself. 


©) 13. What do you know of republicans as well as democrats voting for contest- 


to the Forty-fifth Congress ? 
A. The following notice was published 


bh es - nm Election notice. 
pt at said November election ! Sheriff of Pueblo County, greeting : 
Te The democrats generally voted for Mr. Patterson, and know that Mr. Hovsen . To sn 7 oe re ‘ . . 
and have reason to believe that a number of other republicans did. You are hereby notified that, in accordance with the provisions of section 25 of 


0. 14. How did the vote received by contestant, in Pueblo County, at election the Rev ised Statutes of the United States, an election will be held on Tuesday, the 
held 7th November, 1876, compare with that received by either candidate for county 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, in the several precincts of your county, as now 





, “et rided by law, at which time there will be elected a Represent: » from tl 
ork and recorder at the same election ? Beene . ; : A . r Thattnd Rien eve roms the 
- itl ink he received more votes than either of said candidates for clerk and | State at large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the United States. 

3 = In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the 
recorder. . e State. wWolad an ve i -ofS 76 
mes 15. Was the said election in Pueblo County a full, fair, and free election ? State, at the city of Denver, this 14th day of September, A. D. 1876 


\. I think it was in every respect. 

0. 16. Who was elected county clerk and recorder of Pueblo County at the said . 
election on 7th November, 1876, the democratic or republican candidate ! In conformity with the above notice, and in pursuance of the laws of the State 

A. The republican candidate, Mr George H. Hobson. ; of Colorado, I hereby give public notice that there will be an election held in Pueblo 

Q. 17. State whether or not the said George H. Hobson has qualified as county | County, on Tuesday, the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, at the usual places of 
clerk and recorder of Pueblo County, and is now regularly acting as such officer, | holding elections in said county, for the purpose of electing: 


JOHN TAFFE, 
Secre tary of State. 


wholly based upon the vote he received for such office at said election on 7th No- One Representative from the State at. large for the Forty-fifth Congress of the 
vember, 1876? United States. 


A. He has so qualified, and is now nese acting as such county clerk and re- 
corder based upon the vote he received at said election of 7th November, 1876, and 
has possession of said county clerk's office, and has charge of all the books and 


One county clerk and recorder for Pueblo County. 
ABE R. ELLIS, 


) Sheriff of Pueblo County, Colorado. 
county records, and is recognized by all the county officers. OCTOBER 3, 1876. 
‘Attorney for contestee enters a general objection to all the evidence given by 
as tes £ J 4 y Q. 7. In how many papers, and for how long a time, was such notice published ¢ 
sai ~DU ee A. It was published in the Daily Chieftain and the Pueblo Republican from Oc- 
Cross-examined by IrvING W. STANTON, attorney for contestee : 


tober 3, 1876, to November 7, 1876. 
. 8. State whether or not, as sheriff of said county, you distributed the regular 
corder, and Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress, referred to.in your direct ballot-boxes, poll-books, and registry-books to the various voting-precinets in said 
examination, held under and by virtue of the same authority ? county for said election, and were they used in the several voting-precincts at said 
A. Yes, sir; I think it was. The election for county clerk and recorder was | election ? : 
called by the board of county commissioners of Pueblo County. The election for Bad did distribute ballot-boxes and poll-books to all the voting-precincts, and 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress was held under authority of proclama- the registry-books to the precincts that were required under the law to register 


Q. 1. Was the election on the 7th day of November, 1276, for county clerk and re- 


I 
tion from the secretary of state. think there were two precincts that the polls were not opened. They were used 
Q. 2 Was the proclamation of the secretary of state published, calling an elec- | in all the other precincts. ; 
tion for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress on the 7th November, 1876; Q. 9. How many voting-precincts are there in Preble County ? 
and, if so, was it not withdrawn by said secretary of state prior to said election ? A. Eighteen. 


A. It was published continuously in the papers of Pueblo County until the elec- Q. 10. By whom were you furnished with said »allot-boxes, poll books, and reg 
tion. The secretary of state published prior to the election a proclamation with- | istry-books? : 
drawing the first proclamation for an election on the 7th November, 1876. A. O. P. Randall, county clerk of Pueblo County 
Q. 3. You have stated in your direct examination that the election held in Pueblo Q. 11. In how many voting-precincts in said county of Pueblo was registration 
Ceunty on the 7th day of November, 1876, was a full, fair, and free election in every required to be held by law! 
respect. Do you intend to convey the idea that it was a full, fair, and free ex A. Two; Nos. 1 and 13. ; 
pression of the views of the electors of said county in the election of Representa- Q. 12. Was there a registration in thes 
tive to the Forty-fifth Congress? 
\. Lintend to convey the idea that the electors voted for whom they please. It ‘ / 
was not as fall a vote for both candidates for Representative to Congress as was Q. 13. Did the democratic and republican parties in said county make a regular 
polled at the October election. nomination of candidates for the office of county clerk and recorder of said county ; 
Q. 4. Was the election held 7th November, 1876, a full, fair, and free expression | 2nd, if so, who was clected ? 
of the views of the electors of Pueblo County for Representative to the Forty-fifth A. They did, and George H. Hobson, the re } ublican candidate, was elected, 
Congress ? r Q. 14. State whether or not the said George H. Hobson has qualified as clerk and 
A. That is a question I have no means of determining ; the electors went to the | Tecorder of said county and is now regularly acting as such officer, wholly based 
polls and voted. upon the votes he received at said election on the 7th November, 1876 
Q.5. Was it not generally understood by the people of the county of Pueblo that A. George H. Hobson has qualitied for said oftice and he is now acting in said 
there was no authority of law for holding an election on the 7th November, 1876, | office and holds the said office by virtue of the said election of 7th November, 1476 
for ——— to the Forty-fifth Congress ? Q. 15. Did you actively participate in the said election of 7th November last, and 
A. It was not. 


in so doing how many of the voting-precincts in said county did you visit, and did 
Q. 6. Was it not so understood by the republicans of the county ? you converse with any considerable number of the electors upon the subject ot 
A. Not wholly; they differed in opinion in regard to it. . said election ? ; 

Q. 7. Did the republicans of Pueblo County generally vote for Representative to A. I was as active in that election 4s any man weighing two hundred and forty 
the Forty-fifth Congress on the said 7th day o November, 1876 ¢ pounds could be, and visited nearly ai! the precincts and made it my business te 

A. I presume they did not generally. converse with the electors, and did converse with a great many. 

Q. 8. You state in your direct examination that you conversed with electors from Q. 16. State whether or not it was generally known and understood by the elect 
every precinct in the county on the subject of election held 7th November, 1876. | Ors of said county upon and prior to the 7th day of November, t576, that an election 
Was your conversation not in regard mainly to election for county clerk and re- | Was to be held upon said day for Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress and 
corder, for which office you were a candidate on the democratic ticket? for county clerk and recorder. 

A. It was in regard to both mine and Representative to Forty-fifth Congress. A. It was. : 

Q. 9. How do you know that the sheriff and clerk of Pueblo County distributed Q. 17. How did the vote received by contestant in Pueblo County at the election 


= ballot-boxes, poll-books, and registry-books to the various voting-precincts for | held on the 7th November, 1876, compare with the vote received by either of the 
hat election ? 


candidates for county clerk and recorder at the same election ? 

A. Lonly know from the sheriff and clerk, as they both said they distributed A. I think his vote was greater than either of said candidates 

them. Q. 18. What, if anything, do you know ot the name of contestant in this case 
Q. 10. State your reasons for believing that a number of republicans voted for | being printed upon republican tickets with that of George H. Hobson, republican 

Mr. Patterson ‘on the 7th day of November, 1876. comes for county clerk and recorder, and such tickets being voted at said elec- 
A. T believe they did, for there were a goodly number of republicans who favored | tion on the 7th November, 1876? 

Mr. Patterson. A. I think there were tickets voted in South Pueblo precinct that were headed 

te- ‘ republican ticket, on which were the names of Thomas M. Patterson for Repre 

) = examined by contestant : pa in the Forty-tifth Congress, and George H. Hobson for county clerk aaa 

Q. 1. State whether or not there was any obstruction or obstacle of any kind in 


recorder. 
= county of Pueblo upon the 7th day of November last to prevent whomsoever | Q. 19. Dd you know by whom the votes of said county, polled at the election 
conned going to the polls and voting for Representative to the Forty-fifth Con- | held on the said 7th November, were canvassed ? and, if so, state. 
_ Th A. They were canvassed by O. P. Randall, county clerk; F. H. Shrock, justice 
4. Lhere was none. of the peace ; and Fred Vollrath, county judge and ex-oflicio justice of the peace. 
| Q. 20. State whether or not the said election held in Pueblo County on the said 
| 


two said precincts? and, if so, state 
whether or not said registration was conducted in the usual manner ? 


A. There was a registration, and it was conducted in the usual manver 


M. D. CROW. 


JANUARY 4, 1877. 


_ By agreement of counsel for contestant and contestee, adjourned until ten o'clock | 
a. m., January 5, 1877. 


7th day of November last was a full, fair, and free election. 

A. It was. 

Q. 21. State whether or not there was any obstruction or obstacle of any kind in 
said county of Pueblo upon said 7th day of November to prevent the electors of 
J. D. HENRY, | said county, if they so desired, going to the polls and voting on said day for Repre- 

Notary Public. | sentative in the Forty-fifth Congress. 
| <A. There was not. 
(All the testimony objected to by attorney for contestee.) 


a Deposition of Abe R. Ellis. 
ABE R. Exuis, being first duly sworn, deposes as follows : 
Question 1. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation ? 


peaoe Name. Abe R. Ellis; age, forty-six years; residence, South Pueblo, | @. 1. How do you know that the election held November 7, 1876, was held under 
vedio County, Colorado ; occupation, sheriff of Pueblo County. | section 25 of the Revised Statutes of the United states ? 


haw 2 What official position do you hold in the county of Pueblo, and howlong | A. Because that is the section of the Revised Statutes that provides for holding 
ave you held the same ? 


Cross-examined by Irving W Stanton, attorney for contestee : 


A. Lhold i r lections for member of Congress in all the States 
as ~ the office of sheriff, and have held the same for the past three years. Q. 2. Was not your authority for calling an election on said 7th day of Novem- 
wale as there an election held in the county of Pueblo on the 7th day of No- | ber the proclamation of the secretary of state of Colorado ? 
ver last; and, if so, for what officers ? 


A. Th 


i A. I don't think that was my authority. That was my notice. 
* *Aere was an election held for a Representative for the State at large for the 


Q. 3. Was not the notice or proclamation of said secretary of state directing an 
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election to be beld on said 7th day of November for Representative from the State 
at large for the Forty-fifth Congress withdrawn by said secretary of state by proc- 
lamation before the 7th day of November, and did you not receive an official copy 
of said proclamation ! - : 

A. Lreceived a notice of withdrawal of the previous election notice, to be held 
on the 7th November, 1876, and that no election would be held on that day, signed 
by the secretary of state, under seal of said State. Said notice was dated the 16th 
day of October, 1876. 

©. 4. How do you know that there was a registration of voters in the twe pre- 
cincts of said Pueblo County required by law to register and that said registra 
tion was conducted in the usual manner? 

A. Llive in precinct No, 13; my office is in court-house, in precinct No. 1, and I, 
in going from my residence to my oflice, passed each day the voting and registry 
place and stopped in precinct No. 13; ah the polling-place and registry for pre- 
cinct No. 1 was in the court-house, and my office was used by the registrars part of 
the time, and my knowledge of the registry being conducted in the usual manner 
is therefore from my personal observation. 

Q. 5. You state in your direct examination that you actively participated in the 
canvass of said election of said 7th November, 1876. State if such participation 
was not mainly in regard to the election of county clerk and recorder. 

A. It was not, 

Q. 6. You state in your direct examination that it was generally known and 
understood by the electors of said county of Pueblo that an lection was to be held 
upon the 7th day of November, 1#76, for Representatives in the Forty-tifth Con- 
gress; state if it was not generally understood that the praclamation of the secre- 
tary of state directing such an election had been withdrawn in a subsequent proc- 
lamation and that no election would be held. 

A. I think not. My reasons are that the proclamation for holding the election 
was published continuously in both papers, referred io in my direct examination, 
and | never had the withdrawal notice published, nor was not ordered or directed 
to 

(). 7. Was not the proclamation of the secretary of state withdrawing said proc- 
lamation for an election on said 7th day of November, 1876, the subject of comment 
by the various newspapers published in the State and was it not known generally 

hat said proclamation for an election on said 7th of November had been with- 
drawn 

A. It was a subject of comment in the various papers in the State, but I do not 
think the withdrawal of the election notice was generally known in PuebloCounty 
outside of Pueblo and South Pueblo 

Q. &. What proportion of the votes cast in Pueblo County at said election of 7th 
November, 1876, were cast in the towns of Pueblo and South Pueblo, to which you 
have just referred? 

\. I suppose over a third and less than a half. ; 

4. 9. Are you positive that there were tickets voted in South Pueblo precinct 
that were headed “republican ticket,” on which were the names of Thomas M. 
Patterson for Representative to the Forty-tifth Congress and Geo. H. Hobson 
for connty clerk and recorder, and were not said tickets headed ‘democratic 
ticket 

A. My recollection is that there were both kinds voted. 

(). 10. You have stated that the election held on said 7th day of November, 1876, 
was a full, fair, and free election ; state if said election was a full expression of the 
views of the eloctors of said Pueblo County for Representative to the Forty-fifth 
Congress 

\. Although a full vote was not polled, yet I think that the vote expressed the 
sentiments of a majority of the electors of Pueblo County. 

Q. 11. How many votes were polled in said county at said election ? 

A. Do not know exactly, but less than one thousand. 

Q. 12. How many votes were polled in said Pueblo County at the general elec- 
tion held October 3, 1276? 

A. About thirteen hundred, I think. 

«). 13. How many votes were cast for Thomas M. Patterson at said election of 
7th November, 1876, for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress ? 

A. Ido not know 

Q. 14. State whether or not the result of said election would have been the same 
if the proclamation withdrawing the notice for said election of 7th November, 1876, 
had not been issued 

A. The result would have been the same. Patterson's majority might not have 
been quite so large 

Q. 15. Do you know how many votes were cast in said Pueblo County at said elec- 
tion for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress for Thomas M. Patterson or for 
any other person for that office ? 

A. I was absent from the county when the vole was canvassed, and I have never 
seen the official count; consequently I do not know. 

Q. 16, Was the election held on the 7th day of November, 1876, a full, fair, and 
free expression of the views or wishes of the electors of the State of Colorado for 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress ? 

(Objected to by attorney for contestant for the reason that it is not cross-examina- 
tion.) 

A. I do not believe there was a full vote cast, yet I believe that the vote cast 
on the 7th of November, 1576, expresses the wishes of a majority of the legal elect- 
ors of the State of Colorado 

(). 17. Lf the proclamation of the secretary of state issued for an election to be 
held on the 3d day of October, 1876, had contained a provision for the election of 
Representative to the Forty-tifth Congress, would it have made any difference in 
the result of said election for said office? 

(Objected to by attorney for contestant.) 

\. lf the people had have thonght that he had authority to call an election for 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress on that day, I think that it would. 

. 18. Were not the candidates of the democratic and republican parties nom- 
inated regularly and voted for for the Forty-tifth Congress as well ag the unex- 
pired term of the Forty-fourth Congress by both parties at said election of 3d day 
of October, 1876? 


(Objected to by attorney for contestant for the reason that it is not in response to 
direct examination.) 

A. The candidates were regularly nominated by their respective parties to fill 
the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress and for the Forty-fifth Congress. 
Chey were voted for in Pueblo County for the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth Con- 
gresses. My personal knowledge does not extend any further. 

Q. 19. State if it was not generally understood by the republicans of Pueblo 
County that the proclamation of the secretary of state directing an election to be 
held on the said 7th day of November, 1876, had been withdrawn, and that no elec- 
tion would be held for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress. 

A. Not being in the secret counsels of the republican party, neither affiliating 
with them in political matters in any way, I answer I do not know what was gen- 
erally understood among the republicans. 

% 20. Did the republicans of Pueblo County vote for Representative to Forty- 
fifth Congress at said election on 7th November, 1876! . 

A. Some republicans did vote for Representative to Forty-fifth Congress, but not 
generally. : 

Re-examined by contestant : 


Q. 1. State whether or not you received the proclamation of the secretary of 
state withdrawing the election notice the same day that you have testified it bore 
date; and, if not, at what time did you receive it? 


and recorder on that day. 


a. m., January 8, 1877. 


large majority of the voters, through the advice of party leaders o; 
for any cause, voluntarily kept aloof from an election held oy 
day prescribed by law and conducted by lawful authority, the faui: 
was theirs. They cannot now complain that the popular will is dis 
regarded, for that will is ascertained only through the channel of tly 
law. In a Government like ours the popular voice is heard throug! 
the medium of elections, and those who go to the ballot-box—no: 
those who stay away—give utterance to that voice. If the electio: 
of the 7th of November was held on the right day and conducted 
accordance with law, the scantiness of the vote cannot touch its valid- 
ity. McCrary, in his work on elections, section 448, says: 





DECEMBER 12. 


SK 
A. I did not receive it on the day of its date. Can't state exactly 





, : but it 
prior to the 7th November. Suppose a week or ten days after its date at It Was 


Q. 2. What steps, if any, had been taken toward holding an election 


Pueblo County in addition to the published notice you have testified to hay a 


at the time the said proclamation was received ? © Biver 
A. Quite a number of the ballot-boxes and poll-books had been distributed : 
Cross-examined by attorney for contestee : : 
Q. 1. Would not an election have been held in said county of Pueblo on the * 7 
day of November, 1576, if there had been no proclamation by the secretary o¢ « / 
to fill the vacancy existing in the office of county clerk and recorder ? en - 
(Objected to by attorney for contestant.) ‘4 
A. My impression is that there would not have been an election for count : 


ABE R. ELLIs 
JANUARY 5, 1x 
By agreement of counsel for contestant and centestee, sdjourned unt 


nm il ten o'¢ 


J.D. HENRY 
Notary Py 


What stronger assurance of the vitality of the election law oy ¢), 


7th of November could be demanded? Was the November electio, : 
void because so few of the voters participated in it? p 
would be void if the people of the State had not been officially , } 
legally notified, or if they had been denied the right and opportunit; 
of voting. The evidence shows that the notice for the electioy j 
November was issued on the 14th of September. This notice was 
published in all the newspapers, and made known in every county j 

the State by proclamation of the sheriffs. There was nothing |of: 
undone in those matters of public and official action that a quaint 
the people with the “ time, places, and manner” of a general electin 


It certain 


There was not the slightest obstacle to the free exercise of the rigl 3 


of suffrage except in a few counties where republican officials refuy 
to hold the election. A difference of opinion prevailed as to the ay 
but the law was not in any particular changed by this fact. |; 


If an election is held according to law, and a fair opportunity is presented to a 
voters to participate, those who do not vote are bound by the result. 


Other authority might be cited, but this from a standard author is 


quite sufficient. 


I have thus far, Mr. Speaker, discussed the questions of this cas: 
in their legal aspect only. Whatever may have been intended b 
men or parties in Colorado, the law alone must settle this issue. |! 


justice is to be administered and right secured, the law must have 


its course. 

But although the merit of the case is in the law, and does not 
depend upon the opinions of individuals or the schemes of parties 
it may not be amiss to advert to the position of the candidates and 
that of the two political parties in connection with this electior 
for while facts cannot vary the law, they nevertheless disclose th 
spirit with which men seek to enforce or evade it. The State ofii- 
cials of Colorado were of the republican party. Each of the tw 
parties had the guidance of a State central committee to which was 
intrusted the direction of the campaign. 

Early in September the central committee of the republican party 
began to send tickets to different parts of the State, and these tich 
ets designated both the Forty-fourth and the Forty-tifth Congress 
This was kept up in the face of the proclamation issued on the lit 
of September for an election to the Forty-fifth Congress in Novem: 
ber. This remarkable state of things was not explained by any pul- 
lication or public discussion. There was no public denial of the fact 
that the October election was called for the “ Forty-fourth Cov 
gress,” nor was there any public denial of the fact that an elect 
for the Forty-tifth Congress was to be held in November. 

The democrats, seeing the face of the republican tickets and sv 
pecting some trick, had theirs changed to the same form. This * 
shown by the testimony of Hugh Butler, the chairman of the et 
ocratic state central committee. On page 58 of the record we | 
the following question and answer: 


Interrogatory 16. State whether or not you caused the name of contesta! 
— upon the democratic tickets to be voted at the election of Uctobe! 
tepresentative in the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth Congresses and, if } 
state as nearly as you can when you determined so to do and state as fully 
can why you did so. : 

Answer. I did cause the name of Thomas M. Patterson to be pr'nted on tht : 
cratic tickets to be voted at the October election for the Forty-fourth and! 
fifth Congresses, so far as I had control over the printing of the tickets ** 
interval between the meeting of the convention and the election of O« tober 5 
too short to enable me to provide for the printing and distribution of t« kets f 
the counties of the State. In many of the counties county conventions — 
for the nomination of county officers and members of the Legislature some Ut 
after the State convention. ‘I also learned that many of the counties were masi?- 
arrangements for the printing and distribution of tickets in their own counties” 
legislative districts. t therefore confined my efforts in that respect simply a * 
that the outside counties, which had limited facilities or none at all for the as 
of tickets, should be provided. No tickets were printed under my direction °° 
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,uthority until some time after I learned that the republican State committee 
my anwed tickets to be printed and distributed all over the State. At that time 
: = — 1 that the republican tickets had on them the name of James B. Belford as 

 endidate for the Porty-fifth as well as the Forty-fourth Congress. In conversa- 
— , some republican leaders and politicians, and also I may say by common 


— I learned that Mr. Belford’s name was put on their tickets for the Forty- 
ve), Congress a8 & matter of precaution in the event it should be held by Congress 
+) at the election for both terms should be held on the 3d of October. Afterwards 
1 prepared the form of ticket to be used in Arapahoe County and in the other 


« which had not been provided with tickets. As a matter of precantion, 

- as a matter of precaution, I caused Mr. Patterson's name to be placed on 

kets for the Forty-fifth as well as the Forty-fourth Congress. Another 

I had for that precaution was the fact that the republican party had posses- 

¢ the State offices, and had absolute control of the canvass of that election. 

rhe ballots as deseribed were voted by both parties at the October 

election. Meanwhile the notice and proclamations that there was to 

le election for the Forty-fifth Congress on the 7th of November 
stared the people in the face all over the State. 

It is also a significant fact that the republican party entered upon 
an active struggle for the Forty-fifth Congress after the October elec- 
tion was over and gone. On the 10th of October, seven days after 
the first election, the chairman of the republican State central com- 
mittee published from the headquarters of that committee the fol- 
lowing stirring address. Mark its language and say, if you can, that 
the republicans thought they had already elected a Representative 
in the Forty-fifth Congress : 

HEADQUARTERS REPUBLICAN STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
Denver, Colorado, October 10, 1876. 
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The testimony also shows that the clerk consulted the governor 
on the subject and was by him advised to issue the proclamation be- 
cause he entertained the opinion that the 7th of November was the 
The governor was afterward a witness 
in this case, and his opinion was unchanged. 

_ But it is urged that the secretary of state withdrew the proclama- 
tion for the November election. To this I answer that he was only 
a ministerial officer with statutory duties to perform. He had no 
right to recall a paper issued by authority of lew, and his effort in 
that direction was a nullity ; besides it is a fact that the attempted 
withdrawal was the work of the same clerk who had issued the proc- 
lamation. 

Under all the circumstances it is not strange that but few attended 
the election. Comparative indifference always prevails when there 
is but one candidate and the election is allowed largely to take care 
of itself. In this instance almost an entire party refrained from vot- 
ing, in obedience to instruction; and the other party, seeing no divis- 
ion, ho excitement, no necessity for effort, unconcernedly remitted 
the result to the few who might care to look after it. 

But, Mr. Speaker, as I have already argued, none of these things 
affected or could affect the law of the election. Ifthe 7th of Novem- 
ber was the proper day and if the election was conducted in accord- 


| ance with law, Mr. Patterson was duly elected and he has a right to 


Sin: The election of the 3d of October having resulted in a complete triumph for | 


the republican party, the entire republican State ticket being elected ; also, nearly, 
if not altogether, two-thirds of all the members of the Legislature, which secures 
two republican United States Senators for Colorado, and three qlectoral votes for 
Hayes and Wheeler, the a State central committee desires to congratu- 
jate the republicans throughout the State upon the splendid victory achieved, and 
to bear testimony to the zeal, fidelity, earnestness, aud activity of the members of 
the party everywhere throughout the State ‘The victory is due to the interest 
manifested in the cause by the individual members of the party. But the battle is 
1 etover. The democracy seem to be determined to go into a contest for the 
election of a Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress. 
: * * 


* * 








7 * 

The great hope of the democracy is that they may be able to succeed through the 
y and indifference of the republicans. Shall this hope of the enemy be real- 
d! Ifnot, then the republicans must be active and go to work atonce. The 
first thing to be seen to is the registration. This must be commenced on Tuesday, 
the 17th instant. All county committees will please give this matter their imme- 
diate attention. In this connection it is not deemed inappropriate to republish the 
following concerning the importance of registration, which was issued from this 
headquarters under date of September 1, 1876. 





| desire to call your attention to the importance of a thorough and careful regis- | 


tration of all republicans and doubtful voters in the different precincts throughout 
ir county, Where registration is necessary under the operation of the Bromwell 
election law. The democrats will be very sure to see that every one of their faith 
registered, and if we hope to be successful we must n°t allow them to get the 
vantage of us in this very important particular. In all States or counties where 
stry law is in force, the party that gives the most attention to registration is 
ty that invariably is the most successful. Especially is this the case in 
nd, where registration is considered the essential to a successful campaign. 
nowing so well the importance of a correct and complete registry, I must ask 
ir indulgence if I make a few suggestions in reference to this matter, and hope 
that you will not deem me ofticious in so doing : 

First Where the task of registration is left to everybody to attend to for them- 
selves it may be expected that the work will not be done thoroughly and completely 
by anybody. I have seen, as I know you also must have seen, great numbers, 
som of them old citizens, prevented from recording their votes on elee#ion day 
simply because they have not attended to the matter of registration. To obviate 
this at the coming election I would suggest that committees be appointed in your 
precinct whose duty it shall be to see that every republican voter is registered. 
Have the precinet laid off in districts. and have a committee assigned to cach who 
will be sure to see that every friend in that locality is registered. I would also re- 
mark that I know of no obligation that the republican party is under to the demo- 
crats, th.t they should see that any of that faith are registered. My judgment is 
that they should be left to take care of that part of the battle for themselves. 

Hoping that you will give this matter your serious consideration, and receive 
ese suggestions in the same spirit in which they are tendered, to wit, the tri- 
mphant success of the republican ticket, I am your obedient servant 

J. C. WILSON, Chairman. 

It will be seen from this paper that the most careful and minute 

preparation was to be made for the November election. But all at 


nee, Without any premonition, the same chairman precipitates this 
cocument upon the busy scene. 









a place on this floor. 
The necessity for this contest is to be regretted. Either one of 
these gentlemen would ably and faithfully represent his State. My 


judgment has been made up after earnest deliberation, and I have 


tried to discuss the questions involved in the case without reference 
to the political affiliations of either contestant. 

I shall vote for the resolution in favor of Mr. Patterson. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. How much of the gentleman’s hour is 
there remaining ? 

The SPEAKER. Twenty-five minutes. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for a moment to 
make a report from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I will do soif it is not to come out of 


the time which is left of the hour of the gentleman from Alabama, 
{Mr. WILLIAMS. } 


AWARD OF UNITED STATES AND MEXICAN COMMISSION. 


Mr. WILSON. I am instructed by the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred House resolution No. 39,in relation to 
suspending payment of the claims of Benjamin Wiel, No. 447, and La 
Abra Silver Mining Company, No. 489, on the American docket of the 


| late joint commission of the United States and Mexico, to report the 


It was recognized by the party asa | 


mand, and the work of preparation ceased. On the 16th of Oc- | 


tober there was issued from the office of the secretary of state a 
something in the shape of a proclamation withdrawing the notice for 
the November election. Why this complete change of front? Asin- 
sie fact explains it all. A conference of republican leaders had been 
eld, at which it was determined to utilize the majority that Mr. Bel- 
‘ord had received on the 3d of October and claim the election to the 
‘orty-tifth Congress because the tickets then voted named that Con- 
cress. Who believes that it was anything else than an afterthought 
“t that,if Mr. Patterson had received the majority on the 3d of Octo- 
ber, the republican commanders would have called such a sudden 
i in their work of preparation for the November election ? 
‘he whole aetion of Mr. Patterson is in marked contrast with this 
summate scheming. He all the time declared, both before and 


etess must be held on the 7th of November. 
*Xertions to that end. 
avowed o 
It is 8 


He never remitted his 
ot His course was uniformly consistent with his 
Opinion and his position was too well known to be mistaken. 
a _ the proclamation for the November election was not 
the teat? t ie secretary of state, but by his clerk. This is true, but 
oa mony shows that the secretary was out of the State, that the 

was in charge of the office and that he discharged all its duties. 





| is as to the day prescribed by law for holding the election. 


same back with an adverse recommendation, and also to report a 
bill, which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The bill (H. R. No. 2117) to provide for the distribution of the awards 
made under the convention between the United States of America 
and the Republic of Mexico, concluded on the 4th of July, 1868, was 
received and read a first and second time. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the bill, with the accompanying docu- 


ment, be recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. MONEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2118) to authorize the Southern Pacific Railroad Company to extend 
its railroad and telegraph line easterly from its present eastern ter- 
minus in Arizona to a point on the Rio Grande at or near Paso, and to 
aid in building the same; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be 
printed. 

COLORADO ELECTION CASE. 


The House resumed the consideration of the Colorado election case. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I yield to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. EDEN] for twenty-five minutes. 

Mr. EDEN. Mr. Speaker, in considering the Colorado contested 
election, the House is not embarrassed by any controverted questions 
of fact that are in any way material in the legal determination of the 
case. And by the agreement of the parties to the contest there is but 
one disputed question of law remaining for determination, and that 
By a 


| stipulation between the parties it is conceded— 


That if laws were in force and by virtue of which an election might have been 
legally held in the State of Colorado upon the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress from said State, the following number 
of votes were legally cast by qualified electors at an election held in said State upon 
the said 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for said Representative to the Forty-fifth 
Congress, and which votes were divided among the persons respectively voted for 


as . . | upon said day for said office, as follows: Whole number of votes cast for Repre 
aiter the October election, that the election to the Forty-fifth Con- | 


sentative to the Forty-fifth Congress, 3,829; of which Thomas M. Patterson received 
3,580; James B. Belford, 172; scattering, 77. 


The Constitution of the United States provides that— 


The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representa 
tives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislatare thereof; but the Con 
gress may at anytime by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the 
place of choosing Senators. 


The enabling act, passed March 3, 1875, under which Colorado was 
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authorized to form a State government and be admitted into the 
Union, provides— 

That until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Representa- 
tive in the House of Representatives of the United States; which Representative 
together with the governor and State and other officers provided for in said consti- 
tution, shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, and 
to be fixed by the said constitutional convention 


The power conferred on the constitutional convention by the en- 
abling act was executed as follows. Section 44, article 5, of the con- 
stitution of Colorado provides that— 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from 
the State at large at the first election under the constitution, and thereafter at such 
times and places and in such manner as may be provided by law 

Section 7, article 7, provides that— 

The general election shall be held on the first Tuesday of October, in the years 
of our Lord 1876, 1877, and 1878, and annually thereafter on such day as may be pre- 
scribed by law 

The Revised Statutes of the United States, section 25, provides— 

That the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 1876, is 
established as the day in each of the States and Territories of the United States 
for the election of Representatives and Delegates to the Forty-fifth Congress, and 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in every second year there 
after, is established as the day for the election in each of said States and Territories 
of epeeenenasras and Delegates to the Congress commencing on the 4th day of 
March next thereafter 

March 3, 1875, an act was passed modifying section 25 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, as follows: 

Section 25 of the Revised Statutes, prescribing the time for holding elections for 
Representatives to Congress, is hereby modified so as not to apply to any State that 
has not yet changed its day of election and whose constitution must be amended in 
order to effect a change in the day of election of State officers in said State. 


Mr. Speaker, I have now referred to all the laws material to be 
considered in determining the legal day for holding the election in 
Colorado for member of the Forty-fifth Congress. 

Mr. Belford claims the election because he received a majority of 
the votes cast for member of the Forty-fifth Congress at an election 
held in Colorado October 3, 1876. If there was no law authorizing 
the vote, no matter how large a majority he may have received, he 
thereby acquired no title to the oftice. It will be observed that at 
that election there was one Representative in the Congress of the 
United States elected from the State at large for the unexpired term 
in the Forty-fourth Congress. That Representative was elected under 
the forty-fourth section of the fifth article of the constitution of Col- 
orado and in pursuance of a provision of the enabling act quoted 
awhile ago. It is claimed on behalf of Mr. Belford that under the 
enabling act the constitutional convention had the power to fix the 
day for the election of the member of Congress to which that State 
is entitled until the next general census in 1880. The enabling act 
clearly gives the State the right to one Representative in Congress 
“until the next general census,” and just as clearly confers upon the 
constitutional convention the power to fix a day subsequent to the 
adoption of the constitution for the election of one Representative, 
“together with the governor and State and other officers provided 
for in said constitution.” 

Now, sir, under that clause in the enabling act, had the constitu- 
tional convention the power to fix election days for the election of 
members of Congress until the census of 1880? Or could it fix one 
day and provide that on that day a Representative to Congress should 
be elected for the unexpired term in the Forty-fourth Congress and 
for the full term in the Forty-fifth, Forty-sixth, and Forty-seventh 
Congresses? If the convention was empowered to fix a day for the 
election of a member in the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth Congresses, 
that power is derived from a construction of the enabling act which 
makes it necessary for the convention to fix a day (for it is author- 
ized to fix but one) on which all the Representatives of that State in 
Congress shall be elected until the next census. Such a construction 
is not warranted by the language of theenabling act, and it is not to 
be presumed that the authors of it ever intended it to have such a 
construction. Sir, it is clear to my mind that under the enabling act 
the convention had no power to fix a day for an election of Repre- 
sentative in Congress to be held after the State became fully organ. 
ized. The day for the election was to be fixed at the same time the 
State officers provided for by the constitution were elected; and 
until these officers were elected and qualified, the territorial officers 
were to continue in the discharge of the duties of their respective 
ottices. The constitutional convention seems to have taken this view 
of the subject, for they provided for the election of “one Represent- 
ative in the Congress of the United States” at the first election under 
this constitution. 

If the power was given to the convention to provide for the election 
of members to the successive Congresses until the next general cen- 
sus it was not executed. But one election for Representative in Con- 
gress is provided for in the constitution, and that one was to be 
elected “ at the first general election under this constitution.” That 
election was held, and a member was elected to fill the unexpired term 
in the Forty-fourth Congress, and by the very terms of the constitu- 
tion members of Congress are to be elected “thereafter,” not by virtue 
of any clause in the constitution, but “at such times and places and 
in such manner as may be provided by law.” It is assumed, however, 
that subsequent elections are provided for by section 7 of article 7, 
which provides that “the general election shall be held on the first 


Tuesday of October, A. D. 1876, 1877, and_ 1878, and annnally the 
after on such day as may be prescribed by law.” Manifest]y this >» 
tion has no reference to fixing a time for the election of members of 
Congress, except in so far as concerns the first member to be elect . 
which election, by the enabling act and a preceding article of the 
constitution, was required to be held at the time of the first o),.. 
tion of State and other officers under the constitution. Had it * ES 
intended to fix the time for holding elections for members of Con. 
instead of an annual a biennial election would have been prescribe, 
and had this section fixed a time for electing members to succeedin, 
Congresses, the section providing for the first election, instead of oar 
ing in reference to future elections, that they should be held “ at ey.) 
times and places and in such manner as may be provided by Jay 
would have said, “at the time prescribed in this constitution,’ 

Again, this power given to the convention of Colorado in the 
abling act was intended to meet a particular emergency. What w.x 
it? To enable the convention to fix the day for the election of me. 
bers of Congress until the Legislature of the State would have tine ¢ 
act? This could not be the purpose. Congress had already fixed 
day forthe election of all the Representativesin the Forty-fifth and cue. 
ceeding Congresses, and had only modified the law to accommodat, 
particular States in which the time of holding elections was fixed jy, 
their constitutions on aday different from the one fixed by Congres: 
In case Colorado became a State prior to the day prescribed by Con. 
gress for the election of members to the Forty-tifth Congress) ther» 
was no obstacle whatever in the way of electing her member to tha: 
Congress at the time specified by the laws of the United States, [py 
that event no remedy of the law was required and none was at. 
tempted. Bat should the State be admitted into the Union befor 
the expiration of the Forty-fourth Congress, as was supposed it would 
be, then special authority would become necessary to enable the Stat, 
to elect a Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress. Or, shou); 
the State be admitted after the 7th day of November, 1876, special 
authority would be required for the election of a member of the 
Forty-fitth Congress. 

The claim is made on behalf of Mr. Belford that the convention 
had a right to fix the day for the election of a member for a fu)! 
term in Congress; that it was not limited to filling a vacancy, As 
Colorado had no member and was entitled to none until she was 
admitted into the Union and elected one in pursuance of law, there 
was no vacancy in the Forty-fourth Congress for her to fill. The 
evident intent of the enabling act was to allow the convention to 
fix the time for the election of a member for whatever remained of 
the term when the State should be admitted into the Union, for, as 
has already been shown, the law of Congress then in force pre- 
scribed the time of the regular elections. A claim is also made on 
behalf of Mr. Belford that, because when the enabling act was passed 
the time when Colorado should become a State was uncertain—that 
her admission might be deferred until after the 4th of March, 1877— 
therefore the convention, under the enabling act, was not limited to 
fixing a day of election of a member to the Forty-fourth Congress, 
but might also fix a day for the election of a member to the Forty- 
fifth Congress. In answer to this I say that the convention could 
fix no day for the election of member of Congress other than the day 
for the election of “governor and State and other officers provided 
for in said constitution.” To thatextent the convention was limited 
by the enabling act. The law of Congress providing for the elec- 
tion of members to the Forty-fifth Congress on the 7th of November, 
1876, beeame operative in the State immediately on its admission 
into the Union, and in effect forbade the election of a member to the 
Forty-fifth Congress on any other day. 

I find in the views of this case presented by three members of the 
Committee of Elections this language: 


gress, 


Certainly the election was not by virtue of any proclamation and the constitu 
tional way of filling a vacancy was not pursaed. With the uncertainty when the 
State would be admitted, with the aforesaid right of the executive power to pr 
vide for filling a vacancy, who may say it is not fairly inferable the convention 
provided for electing to the first Congress after the admission of the State! 


The Constitution provides that— 


When vacancies happen in the representation from any State the executive 
authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 


This language only applies to a State that has been represented in 
Congress. A vacancy could not “happen” where there had never 
been an incumbent. This is the construction that has been put upe! 
this clause of the Federal Constitution by Congress. In the law 0! 
Congress providing for filling vacancies no reference is made to frac- 
tional terms on the admission of new States. ‘ Vacancies caused b) 
a failure to elect at the time prescribed by law, or by the death, t 
ignation, or incapacity of a person elected,” are specified, and nove 
others named. But under this clause of the Constitution in referen 
to filling vacancies the power of Congress over the times, places, aud 
manner of holding elections is as perfect as in cases of elections fo" 
regular terms. The executive authority of the State is required © 
issue writs of election, but is not authorized to prescribe the time, 
places, or manner of holding the election. In the execution of the 
power to admit new States Congress might well exercise 1ts author! 3 
to make ail the necessary regulations to secure to the new State i> 
mediate representation in this House, leaving the general laws at 
the subject to regulate all subsequent elections. Such has been 
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practice and such was the clear intention in the passage of the Colo- 
rado enabling act. mo . 

lhe distinguished gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] a member of 
the Committee of Elections, lays down one proposition to which I 
cannot assent. He asserts that “the principal proposition of the said 
wixth section of the enabling act is that Colorado shall have one Rep- 
resentative.” The qualifying causes are, first, that this rule should 
jast until the next general census and, second, that sach Representa- 
tive shall be chosen on a day fixed by the constitutional convention. 
Whoever can answer the description given in these three respects is 
the lawful Representative of Colorado, and none other. Every rule 
¢ jovical analysis that this shall be the rule “ until the next general 
na applies to the whole of the section and all its parts. In his 
wnalysis the gentleman leaves out one essential “ qualifying cause ;” 
that is, that such “ Representative, together with the governor and 
State and other officers provided for in said constitution, shall be 
elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, and 
to be fixed by said convention.” 

I presume the gentleman will not contend that the convention was 
authorized to fix a day to elect a Representative in Congress different 
from the one providing for the election of governor and other officers 
provided for in the constitution. If his position be correct, then all 
the ofticers created by the constitution of Colorado—executive, legis- 
lative, and judicial—must be elected biennially until after the next 
general census, because the Constitution of the United States provides 
that the members of this House shall be chosen every second year. 
The absurdity of such a construction of the enabling act is manifest, 
and I only refer to it to aid in construing that clause in reference to 
the election of members of the House, which, taken by itself, is some- 
what ambiguous. Suppose the enabling act, instead of requiring the 
convention to fix the day of the election subsequent to the adoption 
of the constitution, had used the same language except to require 
the election to be held on the day of the adoption of the constitu- 
tion, would any one insist upon the right of the convention to pre- 
scribe the day of election until the next genera! census? I think not. 
Yet we have had such enabling acts; and it has never before been 
claimed that the time to be fixed for the election was in any manner 
enlarged by the period limiting a change in the representation. 

But, sir, suppose Congress did delegate to the convention the power 
to prescribe the time of the elections of member of Congress until 
the census of 1480 and that the convention failed to execute the 
power, as claimed by the gentleman from Ohio, does the State by 
such omission lose the right of representation? The law of Congress 
is not repealed. The convention may prescribe a different day if it 
chooses, but failing todo so the law of Congress remains intact. The 
ccnvention was authorized, accordiig to this view of the case, to 
change the law made by Congress, so far as it applies to the time of 
holding the congressional election in Colorado, until the next general 
census. Then the law of Congress, without any new enactment, again 
becomes operative in the State. Congress has not abdicated the 
power under the Constitution to prescribe the day of holding con- 
gressional elections in Colorado, and remitted it to the Legislature, 
where it belongs in the absence of congressional action. But a spe- 
cial tribunal, the State cunvention, has the power, delegated to it for 
a limited time, to prescribe a day of election. Failing to execute the 
power, the Legislature of the State cannot act in the premises, be- 
cause Congress has acted and made regulations so far as the time of 
election is concerned. The agent of Congress making no change as 
to time of election, the law made by Congress remains in full force 
and unchanged. So that whether the enabling act is correctly con- 
strued by me or by the gentleman from Ohio, November 7, 1876, was 
the lawful day for the election in Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, Colorado is entitled to a Representative on this floor, 
and her right should be made effective at the earliest moment possi- 
ble, consistent with a fair consideration of this case. Neither ought 
she to be put to the expense and delay of a new election if she bas 
already legally elected her member. Having seen that Belford was not 
legally elected, let us now examine Patterson’s side of the case. As I 
have already shown, the law of Congress prescribing “the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November, 1876,” as the day for the 
election of members of the Forty-fifth Congress became operative 
in that State the moment Colorado was admitted into the Union. 
Congress having exercised the constitutional authority of naming 
the day, the State had nothing whatever to do in reference to the 
time of the election. The “places and manner of holding” the elec- 
tion remained to be provided for by the State. Wasthisdone? Sec- 
hon | of the schedule to the constitution reads as follows: 

That all laws in force at the adoption of this constitution shall, so far as not in- 
consistent therewith, remain of the same force as if this constitution had not been 


adopted, until they expire by their own limitation, or are altered or repealed by the 
General Assembly " 


f lk 
of | 


census 


_ By this clause of the schedule all the laws of the Territory not 
‘neonsistent with the constitution were adopted as a part of the laws 
ro the State. This would leave in force the general election laws as 
ene in the Territory at the time of the adoption of the con- 
= — Under the enabling act the State had the right to elect 
95 €presentative in the Forty-fifth Congress. By virtue of section 
~0 of the Revised Statutes that election could be held only on the 
7th of November, A. D. 1876. The act of the convention, continuing 
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in force the general election laws of the Territory, was adopted in 
view of the right of the State, under the laws of Congress, to elect 
one member of the Forty-tifth Congress on the 7th day of November, 
A. D. 1876. Those laws fix the places and provide the manner of 
holding all elections in the State. There is no necessity for a sepa 
rate law providing specially for the manner of holding elections for 
members of Congress. If the general law is broad enough to include 
such election that is sufficient. 

There is a provision in the schedule to the corstitution applicabl 
to the first election for member of Congress that does not apply in 
this case. That has reference only to the canvass of the vote of the 
State by the officersof the Territory. The absence of such authority 
in the territorial officers is alleged to be a fatal defect in Mr. Patter 
son’selection. There seems to be an omission of authority to any Stat: 
or territorial officer to canvass the vote for member of the Forty-fifth 
Congress. But does this omission vitiate the election? The objec 
tion might be fatal to any credentials Mr. Patterson could produce 
as authority to the Clerk to enter his name upon the rolls as a mem 
ber, but have no weight in determining the merits of the case. The 
laws of the State fully provided at the time of this election for places 
of holding “all general and special elections” and for officers to hold 
such elections, for the formation of election districts, for the mode of 
voting by ballot, for counting the votes and certifying the returns to 
the proper officers. The only thing wanting to make the machinery 
of the election perfect seems to be a State returning board. Now, 
sir, I submit that such an omission does not vitiate the election of 
member of Congress. The Constitution provides that ‘each House 
shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its 
own members.” Had there been a returning board and a canyass of 
the vote of the State and a certificate of the governor given to one 
of the claimants, in case of a contest on the merits we would go back 
of the certificate and the canvass to the ballots in order to determine 
who got the most votes. This House is the exclusive judge of the 
elections and returns of its members. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is said that Mr. Patterson got a very small 
vote in November, much smaller than was cast at the October elex 
tion. How does this fact affect the validity of this election, when the 
only question involved is as to which was the legal day for holding 
the election. No one will contend that Mr. Belford was legally 
elected unless the votes he received were cast at the time prescribed 
by law. Neither will it be claimedsthat, if Mr. Pattersen received a 
majority of the votes cast on the legal day of holding the election, a 
majority of the voters of the district willfully withholding their 
votes, that therefore he was defeated. The just and reasonable and 
well established rule in such cases is, that “if an election is held ac- 
cording to law and a fair opportunity is presented to all voters to 
participate, those who do not vote are bound by the result.” 

The small vote in November may be easily accounted for. The 
friends of Mr. Belford withdrew him from the canvass several weeks 
before the election and urged the people not to participate in the 
election. Mr. Patterson and his friends continued the canvass, but 
in the absence of all opposition there was little inducement for the 
people to vote. 

Mr. Speaker, an effort has been made to create an impression un- 
favorably to the right of Mr. Patterson on the ground that he has 
acted in bad faith in seeking a seat here. How successful this effort 
has been and by whom made, it is not material to quire. Where a 
candidate seeks an election in the mode prescribed by law, and an effort 
is made to thwart the election by a conspiracy to override and de 
feat the operation of the law, I think the charge, if made at all, 
ought to be brought to bear against the conspirators. What are the 
facts? The official authorities of Colorado, supporters of Mr. Belford, 
issued notices of election for the unexpired term in the Forty-fourth 
Congress, to be held October 3, 1876, and for the Forty-fifth Con 
gress, to be held November 7. Both notices were issued prio 
to the October election. No notice was given of any intention to 
withdraw the notice for the election to be held November 7 until 
after the result of the October election was known. A weeik afte: 
the October election the committee having in charge Mr. Belford’s 
interests by a public address recognized November 7 as the legal 
day of election to the Forty-fifth Congress and urged their friends 
to register and vote. Soon after this, a great Jegal luminary in 
that new State, Mr. CHAFFEE, since elected Senator, suddenty made 
the discovery that Belford had been elected in October. Mr. Be) 
ford’s friends saw {it to act upon that opinion, and stake his chance 
for a seat in this Hall on that election. Having failed to observe the 
law himself, Mr. Belford is not in condition to profit by his own 
wrong to the prejudice of Mr. Patterson, who pursued the methods 
prescribed by law. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Speaker, in the discussion of this question, al! 
of the reports and all of the speakers have agreed that it must be 
settled and determined by the construction which is given to section 
6 of the enabling act of Colorado, which provides— 


That until the next general census said State shall be entitled to ono Represent 
ative in the House of Representatives of the United States, which Represetative, 
together with the governor and State and other officers provided for in said consti 
tution, shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the constitution, 
and to be fixed by said constitutional convention. 


I believe it is agreed also on all hands that this provision of the 
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enabling act was intended to provide for a Representative for this 
State til the next general census is taken, which will be in the 


ir 1=“0. In the third line of that section there occur these words: 

Which [Lepresentative, together with the governor and State and other officers 
» nuled f | constitution, shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adop- 
‘ of 1 titution 


Phe pertinent question, then, is, to what do the words “ which Rep- 
res tive fer? Do they refer to the single Representative who 
to ‘ ted to the Forty-fourth Congress or do they refer to all 
‘ Representatives who are to represent the State of Colorado until 
¢ is is taken in 1880? 
It has been suggested with reference to this that there was an 
attempt on the part of Congressto limit and prescribe the day of elec- 
of the State officers for the State of Colorado. Nothing of the 
kind Phere was a purpose, doubtless, on the part of Congress, and 
hich appears very clearly from the provision that whenever the 
Representative from this State was elected he should be elected upon 
the same day, that the State oflicers were to be chosen, leaving to the 
constitutional convention of Colorado the right to fix the day forthe 
election of State officers; this enabling wt providing only that the 
Representative to Congress and the State officers were to be elected 
on one and the same day. If anything is clear that can be expressed 
in the English language, I believe it is clear in this case that the 
which Representative” refer to all the Representatives who 
are to be elected to represent the State of Colorado during the period 
of time preceding the taking of the census in 1820. 
rhe only question, then, is whether we can find anything subse- 
quently oceurring in this provision of the enabling act which will 
limit that meaning. It has been argued here that the words “ other 
officers provided tor in said constitution shall be elected on a day 
eubsequent to the adoption of the constitution, and to be fixed by 
said constitutional convention,” of necessity describe only the first 


words - 


State officers that are to be elected on the first election day. NowlI | 


claim that instead of describing the first oflicers these words describe 
the class of officers who are to be inaugurated in that State and elected 
at a general election. And it provides that the election of the Repre- 
sentative to Congress shall be upon the same day with them, the in- 
tention on the part of the framers of this law being to limit the con- 
stitutional convention in the day which it should designate for the 
election ofa Representative to Congress to the general election day it 
should provide for the election of State officers. 

An attempt has been made to liken this section to the section of 
the enabling act for the admission of Nevada. In that act there is 
no question about the sense in which the word “day” is employed. 
I believe the language is, “the day upon which they shall vote for 
the adoption of the constitution.” That is the substance of it. But 
here they speak of a day upon which Representatives tg Congress 
until I-80 may be elected and a day upon which State dou may 
be elected. They speak of it as a day recurring periodically, not point- 
ing out any special, particular day occurring after the adoption of this 
constitution. 

This is the construction which I put upon this act. If it is correct, 
then it is entirely clear that it is directly in conflict with the pro- 
vision of the United States statute that the election for Representa- 
tives in Congress shall be held upon a day in November; and the 
latter act being in conflict with the former, the former must yield, 
and thus there is with reference to the State of Colorado a repeal of 
the law. 

But it is claimed in the report of the majority of the committee in 
this case that the latter clause of this section of the enabling act has 
a limiting effect upon the preceding part of the section. 

(nd until such State officers are elected and qualified under the provisions of 
the constilation, the territorial officers shall continue to discharge the duties of 
their respective offices, 

\ special significance is given to the word “such” as used. If 

s word were left out, the clause would then read: 

\nd until State officers are elected and qualified under the provisions of the con- 

the territorial officers shall continue to discharge the duties of their 


What was the purpose of this provision? It had but one object: 
to detine the time when the territorial officers should step out and 
the State officers should take their places; and the word “such” is 
used in this connection only to indicate more certainly and clearly 
the State oflicers that were to be elected under the constitution. In 

judgment the word “ such” neither weakens nor strengthens the 
provision of the enabling act, or affects the constraction 1 have put 
upon it. 

But it is claimed that the constitutional convention of the State of 
Colorado, having this provision of the enabling act before them, did 
not construe it as the minority of your Committee of Elections have 
and that they failed to make provision for the election of a Representa- 
tive to the Forty-titth Congress. This claim is founded upon section 
14, article 5, of the constitution of Colorado: 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from the 
State at lerge at the first election under this constitution, and thereafter at such 
times and in such places as may be provided by law. 

Now let us go back briefly to the first provision of the enabling act. 
If we are right in our construction of that provision, power was given 
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tothe constitutional convention to fix the day on which the Reppp 
sentatives in Congress were to be elected until 1880. It was not : 
power which the constitutional convention might delegate to a 
other authority to be created by it. It was left with the constir. 
tional convention alone to fix that day; and the only limitatioy im- 


posed upon their power in this respect was to fix the same day w} ch 


a 


was designated as the day for the election of State officers. [y. ther 
it is argued that this provision of the constitution provides tha; 
another power, a Legislature to be created under the authority of ; 


e 


constitutional convention, should fix this day, then I say that jt y 
not within the power of the constitutional convention to dei rate 
the power. Congress said to the convention, “ You may fix the day” 
but it is not given to you to delegate such power to the legisjatice 
body that may be created under your authority. 

What, then, is the inference? If you find in this section a single 
word or phrase implying an intention to transfer this power to a Lec. 
islature which might be created, such a provision under the terms 
of the enabling act is absolutely void. There is no room for any dis. 
pute upon this point. This power was given by Congress to thecon- 
stitutional convention, with no authority on the part of the convey. 
tion to delegate the power to any other branch of the government 
of Colorado. Strike out all in conflict with the limitations in the 
enabling act and what follows? Put upon this provision of the coy. 
stitution the construction contended for upon the other side—that jt 


vil 


| provides for the election of a Representative to the Forty-fourt) 


Congress—and stop there; then you have following this the section 
of the constitution of Colorado providing for general elections to he 
held upon the first Tuesday of October in every year. But will gen- 
tlemen say the constitution does not provide that a Representative to 
Congress could be elected upon that day? Turn to the case of the 
constitution of Oregon and you have precisely the same facts pre- 
sented which are presented here. In that case there was a general 
provision in the constitution for an election to be held upon a given 
day, but there was no designation in the constitution as to the ofticers 
to be chosen upon that day. The question was presented to the 


| House of Representatives whether a Representative elected under 


that provision was entitled to a seat here. The question was dis- 
cussed whether a constitutional convention could exercise this 
power, and whether, in the absence of any express designation that 
members of the House of Representatives should be chosen then, the 
construction should be upon the provision fixing a day for annual 
elections that all officers, whether State officers or Representatives in 
Congress, should be elected upon that day, if it was a proper day for 
their election. Those two questions were presented to the House of 
Representatives ; and by a non-partisan vote, democrats and repub- 
licans uniting in the decision, it Was determined that, under this gen 
eral provision for an election upon a given day without indicating 
the officers to be chosen, it was entirely competent to elect a membe1 
of this House on that day if it was not too long anterior to his taking 
his place in the House. 

I say, then, with reference to this section of the constitution, you 
may strike out of it all that part which is in conflict with the enabling 
act. and under this provision, stripped of its surplusage, you have 
ample power given to the people of the State of Colorado to elect a 
Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress of the United States; 
and under the subsequent provision providing the first Tuesday in 
October of each year as a day of general election you have provision 
for the election of a Representative to the Forty-tifth Congress. 

It has been said that this last clause in this forty-fourth section 
gives this power to the Legislature of thé State of Colorado. Let 
us look at that question a moment. The enabling act provides that 
members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen upon the 
day State officers are chosen, not upon any other bat upon thiat 
day; and you will look at the provision of the constitution and it 
provides for annual elections nearly up to 1880, up to the last election 
which was to be held previous to 1880. It provides, I say, for aunua! 
elections for the election of State officers who shall be chosen upon a 
certain day. Then, within the language of the enabling act, what 
other day was it possible for the Legislature of the State of Color 
to indicate? She was limited to this day. She could not fix an) 
other. The provision with reference to the election is found in | 
constitution. That is her chart with reference to this matter. 5 
is bound down to that day; and I may then say with reference t 
this provision, this one which occurs in the section, “ thereatte! 
such times and places and in such manner as may be provided 
law,” we may construe it to have reference to the subsequent prov's 
ion found in this constitution, providing for a general election 
not legislation which may be enacted by the Legislature which 
created by the constitution. 

But another suggestion with reference to this same section of | 
constitution. Let us read it as our friends insist it shall be reac 

One Representative in Congress of the United States shall be elected fro! 
State at large— 

Interpolate in there, if you please, ‘to the Forty-fourth Congress - 
or “to the first Congress which shall be held after the ratification © 
this constitution.” Make it to mean that; and then I ask gentleme® 
to what does the word “thereafter” refer as it occurs subsequent!) 
in the provision? Does it refer to elections to be held “ thereaiter: 
By no manner of means. It can refer to but one subject, and that 
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to fature Congresses. One Representative in the Congress of the | 
United States shall be elected from the State at large to the first | 
Congress, and “thereafter,” meaning to Congresses which may be 
held thereafter in the manner provided by law. You cannot, I say, | 
nt upon this section any other construction if you interpolate in the | 
: tion any words which limit the one Representative as used in the 
cection “to the first Congress which shall be held after the adoption 
of thus constitution.” ‘ 

“But there are more constitutional provisions with reference to this, 
nd | have remarked that the report which has been submitted by 
? majority and the speeches which have been made upon the floor | 
hy the majority fail to touch that question. We will turn to the six- 
teenth section of the schedule of the Constitution, and I invite the 
enecial attention of gentlemen upon the other side to give us their 

eonstruction of this section which I am now about to read: 
Spc. 16. The votes cast for Representatives in Congress— 
Representatives in Congress— 


ele 


} 


t the first election held under this constitution shall be canvassed and deter- 
ined in the manner provided by the laws of the Territory for the canvass of 
tea for Delegate in Congress. 

“ Representatives,” Mr. Speaker, is the word employed; “ Repre- 
sentatives,” and not “ Representative.” 

Mr. POTTER. May Iask the gentleman a question? | 

Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly. | 

Mr. POTTER. Is the word “ Delegate” or “ Delegates?” | 

Mr. HISCOCK. Delegate, and it is limited by the day of election | 
named. “ Representatives in Congress at the first election under the 
constitution.” The votes cast for Representatives in Congress at 
the first election held under this constitution shall be canvassed and 
the result determined in the manner provided by the laws of the 
Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegate in Congress. The 
“first election” is the limitation upon the use of the territorial 
election law for the election of Representatives to Congress, showing 
very clearly with reference to this question that the constitutional | 
convention looked back over its work and said: “ We have provided 
for the election of two Representatives to Congress. How shall we 
count the vote; how shall we canvass the vote ; and how declare the 
result of the election?” And the answer was: “This sixteenth sec- | 
tion will provide that their vote shall be canvassed in the same man- 
ner as votes were canvassed for Delegates to Congress.” 

And, Mr. Speaker, with reference to this question, this section bears 
upon another branch of the argument which has been introduced 
here. Gentlemen have stood here upon this floor and argued with 
great zeal that the old territorial law is revived and kept alive by 
this constitution for the purpose of seating Mr. Patterson as the Rep- 
resentative in this House from the State of Colorado. How gentlemen 
can claim that when we bave here this affirmative provision limit- 
ing the election laws of the State of Colorado to that day, it is im- | 
possible for me to comprehend. We will turn to this section of the 
constitution which it is claimed continues the territorial election 
law. It reads thus: 

That all laws in force at the adoption of this constitution shall, so far as not in 
consistent herewith, remain of the same force as if this constitution had not been 


alopted until they expire of their own limitation or are altered or repealed by the 
General Assembly. 


‘ 








That is the pregnant language which has concealed in it the power 
to canvass votes at the election in November. After it, read the six- 
teenth section, “that the votes cast for Representative in Congress at 
the first election shall be canvassed under the law for the canvassing 
of votes of Delegate in Congress.” If that is nof*an express consti- | 
tutional limitation upon the territorial election laws, I, sir, fail to | 
comprehend the force of language. 

[t has been argued here, Mr. Speaker, with reference to this ques- 
tion, that the State of Colorado had not puta construction upon these 
provisions of her constitution. It has been insisted the people of the | 
State of Colorado did not understand at this election held in October 
that they were then to elect their Representative to the Forty-tifth | 
Congress, and all of the evidence which possibly could be arrayed has 
been upon the question; and what does it amount to? <A clerk in 
the office of the secretary of state of the State of Colorado at some 
time put the construction upon this act which is contended for by the 
majority report. A United States marshal at some time in his official | 
career did not put that construction upon it which they contend for 
md he was overruled by some executive officer who ranked or was 
superior to him. 
lt is beyond cavil in this case that the chairman of the republican 
‘te committee at some time entertained doubts with reference to 
tiisquestion. Beyond doubt, sir, you can find a few people in the State 
of ( ‘lorado that upon this mixed question were not clear as to which 
Was the legal day. There were afew wise men there—there are a 
a Wise nen everywhere—who construed the law differently; but, | 
how Was it with reference to the people of that State? Twenty- 
Sai ee men upon that day in Octeher met at the polls in the 
Had th . clorndo to pass upon this question, and did pass upon it. 
a a = € : _ to find any place, any hamlet, any village, any 
pe ome 7 ‘ at failed to vote, would not that fact have been in 
Wiles ‘peal | men who have been put upon the stand as 
ions oe they fail to vote upon that day? It does not appear, so 

a8 the case discloses, that there was a single elector throughout 


St 
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the whole length and breadth of the State but went to the polls and 


deposited his vote for one or the other of these men. 


It is likely in this case that Mr. Patterson at some time during the 
progress of this canvass had doubts on this question, but when it 
came down to the morning of the election, these candidates stood at 


| the polls surrounded by their friends, and the largest vote ever ex- 


pected to be polled or that can be polled in that State for Represent- 
ative to this Congress, was polled. 


What is said upon this question, not by republicans alone, but by 


democrats, residents of this State Mr. Wilson testifies, at page 240; 
The vote polled was the largest ever known in the State, and was, in my judg 
ment, as full a vote as was ever brought out at any election in any place 


And you may look through this case from beginning to end and 
you will find nowhere ascintilla of evidence contradicting this state 
ment of Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Butler, chairman of the democratic central committee, testifies 
at page 63, in reply to cross-interrogatories 9 and 10; 

It was the first State election occurring in the centennial year and inthe centen 
nial State, and both parties made an earnest and tremendous effort for su 

And again he says: 

It was the most exciting election we ever 


had in Colorado, or shall be likely to 


| have for many years 


General Hughes, democratic candidate for governor, testilie 
page 74: 

The canvass was an active one, both parties taking a great interest in it, and I 
think a very full vote of both parties was polled. 


This is the evidence with reference to the contest. The people 
voted for a Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress and for a 
Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress. An attempt has been 
made to break the etiect of one important piece of evidence in this 
case—it appears that more votes were polled, tlLat more men cast 
their ballots for the candidate for Representative to the Forty-tifth 


Congress than for the Forty-fourth—and it has been attempted to 


break the force of this evidence by stating that there was a wrong 
canvass in one of the counties. Isay that thisisa mere pretext, and 
I say that I hardly believe that the members of the Committee of 


Elections who have indorsed the majority report would be willing to 
indorse the truthfulness of that statement. A clerk of 
ing board comes forward and swears that this mist: . 
not a member of the board, not one of those individuals who took 
part in the canvass, but a clerical officer of theirs. Who he was, or 
where he came from we scarcely know. In order to break the etieet 
of this damaging feature of the case this man is tished up from 
somewhere to prove a mistake made in counting the returns. His 


the canvass- 





‘was made; 


| examination I believe was ex parte, and I do not believe his testimony. 


I say, Mf. Speaker, with reference to this question that in all rep- 
resentative governments it is allowed the people to put a construction 
upon the laws which will give them representation in the govern 
ment. I say, especially upon this question of the construction, it was 
entirely within the power and competent for the people of that State 
to pus an interpretation upon these provisions of the vonstitution, and 
you may find partisans of this or of that candidate who may swear 
that they entertain doubts; but when you find that all the people of 
the State deliberately took part in that election, it is not for this House 
to pass upon the question as to who is entitled to the seat, so as to go 
back upon the verdict of the people and overrule their judgment in 


| the matter. 


I desire, Mr. Speaker, to recur briefly to a point which has been 
made by the gentlemen on the other side of the House and in refer- 


ence to which I have said something already. They claim Mr. Pat 
| terson is entitled to a seat upon this tloor because the territorial laws 

were kept alive by the constitution of Colorado. I have read the law 
once and will read it again 

All laws in force after the adoption of this constitution shall, so far as not 
inconsistent therewith— 

“Inconsistent therewith,” mark you, is the languags 
remain in the same force as if this constitution had not been adopted, until they 


expire by their own limitation. 

Following this occurs the sixteenth section of the schedule, upon 
which no comments have been made by the other side, limiting the 
election laws to the first election to be held under that constitution. 

Again I ask gentlemen if this subsequent provision of the sixteenth 
section of the schedule is not a direct limitation upon the section first 
read, by which and under which they would force upon the 
of the State of Colorado a man who was not their choice. But let us 
go a little further with reference to it. ‘ They shall remain in force 
until they expire by their own limitation.” They were election laws, 
and for what purpose? To elect territorial officers. Were there any 
laws providing for the election of a Representative to Congress? No, 
sir; there was a law for the canvass of the votes for Delegate in 
Congress. These election laws were not intended to and did not 
cover the canvassing of a single vote for a State officer, and there- 
fore it was that this sixteenth section of the schedule was made ap- 
plicable to the election of State officers. I say that those laws expired 
by their own limitation when there ceased to be Delegate to Con- 
gress. 

Sir, there is a vast difference between a Representative and a Dele- 
There were laws applicable to the election of a 
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Delegate to Congress that might be made applicable to the election 
of a Representative to Congress; but in order to make them applica- 
ble a provision in the constitution was necessary, and the constitu- 
tional convention made such provision for the first, the October elec- 
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tion only, and it will be conceded in reference to this grave question | 


that if there were no laws in the State of Colorado under which and 
by virtue of which elections could be held on the first Tue sday after 
the first Monday in November, the act of Congress would not be self- 
oy rative No one would be legally elected and no one would be 
entitled to his seat upon this floor as a Representative from the State 
of Colorado. 

Again, sir, I call attention to this provision in the State constitution, 
and it is a provision that merits the criticism of the able lawyers upon 
the other side of the House. There are here Representatives from my 
own State, upon the other side of the House; gentlemen to whom I 
have listened with profound respect when before the courts of my 
State; gentlemen who have been listened to by the judges of my State 
with great respect, and I ask them to look at this provision of the con- 
stitution of the State of Colorado and to give it a construction and 
declare if it be not limited to the election to take place in October and 
whether it is possible to force that provision to an election to take 
place in November, It is said with reference to this question that 
Mr. Patterson has votes enough to entitle him to a seat upon this floor. 
It looks to me, “ and I cannot forbear the criticésm ” upon it, that the 
two great political parties met together in that year and strove for 
mastery—both of those parties had been here asking that Colorado 
be admitted into the Union as a State; I believe that the democrats 
of the Territory had pledged the new State to the democratic party, 
and I think that probably the republicans had pledged it to the 
republican party, and it was intended by both parties that the elec- 
tion in October should decide as to the mastery between two great 
parties; it did decide it; every elector in the State, so far as the 
evidence discloses, went forward to the polls deliberately and by bal- 
lot indicated who should be the choice of the State for member of Con- 
gress—and the candidate who was then defeated now comes here and 
by force of party strength here—when the recordshows that the votes 
cast for him were only one-fourth of the votes cast at the October 
election, the other candidate being entirely unvoted for, when, as 
appears by the table in the report of the committee, eight counties 
did not participate in the election at all, and in counties where 
twelve hundred votes had previously been given for Mr. Patterson 
only two or three hundred votes were cast—claims to represent 
the State, and it looks as if it was an attempt to defeat the will of 
the people. Relying upon the belief that universal disgust would 
prevail throughout the State at another election, he appealed to 
those who were his partisans and willing to share his personal for- 
tunes, and got them to vote for him on the later day, and he expects, 
by the aid of part.san votes here, to force himself upon the people of 
Colorado. 

I believe that the people of the State of Colorado have deliber- 
ately passed upon all the questions involved here; I believe that 
they have deliberately and lawfully elected a Representative to this 
Congress; and I believe it is the duty of this House of Representa- 
tives to give effect to that election, which I believe will be done by 
the seating ef Mr. Belford as the representative of the State. 

I would inquire, Mr. Speaker, how much time I have left? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. EDEN.) There is about twenty 
minutes remaining of the gentleman’s hour. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I ask the privilege of reserving what is left of my 
hour te be used at a later period in this debate. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I hope consent will be given for that. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

Mr, CANDLER obtained the floor. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I will ask the gentleman from Georgia 
[ Mr. CANDLER] whether he desires to proceed at this time or not? 


am entitled and it is now after four o’clock, I would prefer not to go 
on this afternoon. 

Mr. BEEBE. Iwonuld ask the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Har- 
RIS] at what time it is expected g vote on this proposition will be 
reached ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. By to-morrow evening, I think. 

Mr. BEEBE. If we cannot reach a vote by to-morrow evening, I 
think we had better know it now. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. With the consent of the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. CANDLER]I will move that the House now ad- 
jgourn. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. I desire to ask the chairman of the Committee 
of Elections [Mr. Harris, of Virginia] at what time to-morrow he 
expects to call the previous question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I am not now prepared to say. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. Gentlemen would like to know. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I think I will be able to state early 
to-morrow, I will say that, unless it is probable a vote can be taken 
to-morrow, I will not ask for a vote until after the holiday recess, as 
I am satisfied there will be no quorum after to-morrow. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
Pending the motion to adjourn, 
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Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, submitted thp 
following resolution ; which was referred to the Committee on tha 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads : "= 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish this Hons, 
plans and specifications for the enlargement and repairs of the post-ofl ae 

nd United States court buildings at Cleveland, Ohio, with the est 
the worl 





HILTON HEAD LIGHT-HOUSE, 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the Hous; 


| ter from the Seeretary of the Treasury, transmitting a com 





| 


tion from the Light-House Board, asking for legislation coy! 

the formal reservation fOr a light-house at Hilton Head, South ¢ 

lina: which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
COUNTING OF ELECTORAL VOTES, 

Mr. HUNTON. By request of the chairman of the select com 
dee on the electoral law [Mr. SotUtuHarp] I ask leave to suby 
resolution for consideration at this time, 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the select committee to take into consideration the stat 
law respectiag the ascertaining and declaration of the result of the « 
President and Vice-President of the United States be, and it is hereby, aur) 1 
to take into consideration and report upon the best manner of electing the Pres 
dent and Vice-President, and the duration of their terms of office. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to say that this resolution is offered afte; 
consultation between the committee appointed by the House and t} 
committee appointed by the Senate. A like resolution will be otiered 
in the Senate. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That ought to have been in the original reso)y.- 
tion, and I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to add to the resolufion, “with leave 


to 


| report at any time.” 


Mr. GARFIELD. That ought to be there alsd. 

The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

Mr. HUNTON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resoln. 
tion, as modified, was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I now call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Harris] that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
ten_minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of William P. Ferguson, of Gro 
ton, Connecticut, that the will of Charles Fox, who died leaving his 
property to the United States Government, be set aside—to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of insurance companies, merchants, and ot! 
of the city of Philadelphia, in reference to the establishment of di 
matic representation at the United States of Colombia—to the Con 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BACON: The memorial of the Sanquoit Manufacturing 
Company, manufacturers of silk, at Sanquoit, New York, employing 
one hundred workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
oflicial inquiry the gondition of the industries of the country and tle 
nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business 
men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BAGLEY: The petition of Martin Thatcher, for the refund- 


| | ing of internal-revenue taxes illegally assessed and collected from 
Mr. CANDLER. As I expect to occupy all of the hour to which I | 


him—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BAYNE: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Pit! 
burgh, Pennsylvania, recommending that immediate provision | 
made for the construction of buildings in said city for the cust 
house, post-office, and United States courts—to the Committee on 


| Public Buildings and Grounds. 


By Mr. BEEBE: The memorials of James Taylor, manufacturer 
woolens, at Newburgh, New York, employing one hundred and i 
workmen; of James Harrison, manufacturer of wool, at Newburg), 
New York, employing fifty workmen, that Congress will tak« 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall la 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries: 
the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the ©) 
ion of practical business men would best promote the restoratiot ' 
general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. _ 

By Mr. BLISS: The petition of James Robinson and othier leite! 
carriers of Brooklyn, New York, for an increase of their salarics—' 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BRIGHT: The petition of citizens of Franklin and othe: 
counties in Tennessee, for the removal of the tax on the issue of 5ial 
and private banks, for the remonetization of silver, and for the isst' 
of notes which shall be legal tender for all debts public and private— 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. : 

By Mr. COX, of New York: The petition of James Wilbur, for the 
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»ayment of moneys due him for excess of material furnished and work 
und labor done over and above the contract price in the construction 
of the New York City post-office and court-house building—to the 
Con mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. DOUGLAS: Papers relating to the claims of Warner Eu- 
bank. Mrs. Triffy Evans, Thomas H. Hunton, William K. Lee, and 
40 Yerby, for compensation for property taken, used, and destroyed 
by United States authorities—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr ERRETT: The petition of 44 manufacturers of linseed oil, 
ut Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, that there be no change in the duties on 

eee oil —to the Committee of Ways and Meaus. 

“By Mr. EVANS, of Pennsylvania: The memorials of J. B. Moor- 
head & Co., of Conshohocken, employing, when in operation, three 
hundred workmen ; of Pottstown Iron Company, employing six hun- 


dred workmen ; of James Hooren & Sons, of Norristown, Pennsylva- | 


nia, and others, employing about eight hundred workmen, all manu- 
facturers of iron, &c., and of R.S8. Newbold & Son, and other manu- 
facturers at Norristown, Pennsylvania, employing two hundred and 
fiitv workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision 
of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the same com- 
ittee. 

i By Mr. FELTON: The memorial of the Cherokee Iron Company, at 
Cedartown, Georgia, employing two hundred workmen, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FREEMAN: The memorials of Wharton Railroad-Switch 
Company, manufacturers of railroad-switches, employing one hun- 
dred workmen; of Howell and Bourke and other manufacturers of 
paper-hangings, &c., employing a large number of workmen; of Ed- 
ward 8. Buckley, manufacturer of iron, employing seventy-five work- 
men, all at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, of similar import—to the same 
committee. 

ty Mr. FULLER: The memorial of M. Bellinger, manufacturer of 
woolens, at Tell City, Indiana, employing twenty-five workmen, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: Papers relating to the claim of the Houston 
and Texas Railroad Company for compensation for transporting 
United States troops and supplies—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Galveston, Texas, on the subject 
of trade relations with Brazil and Mexico—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Galveston, Texas, of similar im- 
port—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Galveston, Texas, of similar im- 
port—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HATCHER: The memorial of Kinder, Torrence & Co., manu- 
facturers of woolens, at Shawneetown, Missouri, employing fifteen 
workmen, that Congress will tuke no action concerning a revision of 
the tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official 
inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and the nature 
of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical bus:ness men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of Sarah B. F. Mayo, widow of 
Isaac Mayo, deceased, formerly a captain in the Navy, for a pension 
to date from the death of her late husband—to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claim of Appleton Oak- 
smith—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The memorial of Schofield & Branson,and other 
manufacturers of cotton and wool at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, em- 
ploying a large number of workmen, that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion 
of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: Papers relating to the claim of Nicholas 
White for compensation for property destroyed by the United States 
authorities—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of Michael McGintz, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of merchants, ship-owners, and other 
citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, for reimbursement from the Ala- 
bama claim fund for war premiums paid to insurance companies—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NORCROSS: The memorial of Nonotuck Silk Company, 
manufacturers of silk at Flofence, Massachusetts, employing five 
hundred and fifty workmen, that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning & revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical 

sinéss men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of William S. Hansell & Sons, of 
Philadelphia, to be reimbursed the amount paid as royalty by them 
on knapsacks furnished the Government in accordance with their bid 
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| : 
| and the agreement to assume said royalty by the Quartermaster-Gen- 


eral’s Department—-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH: The petitions of Mrs. N. J. Robertson and of 
Joseph Tally, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: Resolutions of the Legislatures of North Caro- 
lina and Virginia recommending an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Dismal Swamp Canal—to the Commitree on Railways 
and Canals. 

By Mr. STARIN: The memorials of William K. Greenis & Co. and 
other manufacturers of knit goods, &c., at Amsterdam, New York, 
employing sixteen hundred workmen; of Kline & Arnold, manufact- 
urers of Brussels carpet, at Amsterdam, New York, employing one 
hundred and twenty-five workmen; and of E. B. Skinner & Co., 
| manufacturers of underwear, at Stillwater, New York, employing 

seventy-five workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
| official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and the 
| hature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion ef practical busi- 

ness men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Susan W. Marshall, fora peusion— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the Baltimore Board of Trade, that silver may 
| not be created into a double standard value with gold—to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of Thomas Potts, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TUCKER: The memorial of Longdale Iron Company, em- 
ploying ninety workmen, that Congress will take no action concern- 
ing a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by 
an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical 
business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity—to the Committee of Ways and Means 

By Mr. WADDELL: A paper relating to the establishment of 
a post-route between Halifax and Palmyra, North Carolina 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WARD: The memorials of Charles Roberts, manufacturer of 
cotton and wool, at Chester, Pennsylvania, employing one hundred 
and twenty-four workmen ; of J. M.& D. Lewis & Brother, manu- 
facturers of cotton, at Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, employing one hun- 
dred and twenty workmen; of Chester Tube and Iron Company, 
manufacturers of pipes and tubes, at Chester, Pennsyivania, employ- 
ing one hundred and fifty workmen ; of P. & FE. Kautiman, manufaet- 
urers of iron, at Saint Peter’s, Pennsylvania, employing twelve 
workmen ; of Davis Knaur, manufacturer of tlour, &c., at Saint 
Peter’s, Pennsylvania, employing twenty workmen, that Congress 
will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after 
it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the 
industries of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as 
in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the res- 
toration of general prosperity—-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania: The memorials of Graff & Firth 
and other manufacturers, at Worthington, Pennsylvania, employing 
fifty workmen, and of Brown & Mosgrove and other manufacturers, 
at Kittaning, Pennsylvania, employing three hundred and ten work- 
men, Of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIS: The petitions of John Cashaw, Jeremiah Drew, 
Charles Godard, James W. Husted, Emeline Seaman, and Samuel B. 
Wood, executors, &c., Horatio Sherwood, M. Tompkins, and Benjamin 
W. Wilson, to be refunded the amount illegally assessed and collected 
from them as atax on their several incomes—to the same committee. 





to the 


| IN SENATE. 
| THURSDAY, December 13, 1877. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proveedings was read and approved. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 2115) relative to the burial of the officers and 
crew of the United States Navy who perished by the wreck of the 
United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes, was read twice 
by its title and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of the Norton Iron Works, 
of Ashland, Kentucky, employing six hundred hands; of Means, 
Russell & Means, of Ashland, Kentucky, employing three hundred 

| hands, and of Culbertson, Means & Culbertson, of Ashland, Ken- 
| tucky, employing two hundred and fifty hands, praying that Con- 
gress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until 
it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the 
industries of the country and that the nature of such tariff legisla- 
tion is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity; which was referred to 
| the Committce on Finance. 
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Mr. MCCREERY. I present the petition of the Ashland Furnace, | ator from California. I move the reference of these petitions to the 


and the Ashland Coal Works, employing eight hundred and seventy- 
five hands, to the same purport. I move its reference to the Comn- 
mittee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MAXEY. I present the petition of Groos & Giesecke, manu- | 
facturers of woolens, of New Braunfels, Texas, employing eighty-five 
workmen, praying that Congress will take no acticn concerning a re- 
vision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official 
inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and that the 
nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical 
business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- | 


| road, on C street between First and Seventh streets northwest, in the 


perity. I desire tostate in this connection that I do not at all stand | 
committed to the doctrines laid down in the petition. On the con- | 
trary, I believe in a thorough and rigid revision of the tariff, having | 


in view the raising of revenues, and for revenue purposes only. I 
move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of 295 citizens of Flint, the 
petition of 60 citizens of Bay City, and the petition of 365 citizens of 
Pentwater, Michigan, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until atter it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 


and that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion | 


of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of George W. Course, 
manufacturer, of Akron, Ohio, employing nine hundred and tifty 
workmen, and the petition of Moss & Marshall, manufacturers of 
iron, of Straitsville, Ohio, employing two hundred workmen, praying 
that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties 
until it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the country and that the nature of such tariff legis- 
lation is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MCMILLAN presented the petition of James McLaughlin and 
others, citizens of Pine County, Minnesota, praying for the establish- 
ment of a post-route from Pine City, in that State, to Marshland, in 
Burnett County, Wisconsin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of the Cutler Manufacturing 
Company, of Warren, Rhode Island, employing two hundred and fif- 


and eighty workmen, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 


by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and | 


that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of 
practical business men would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity ; which were referred to the Comm:ttee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I present the petition of David T. 
Corbin, of South Carolina, praying that his right to aseat in the Sen- 
ate as a Senator from the State of South Carolina may be inquired 


tion lie on the table for the present, and at some convenient time 
hereafter I will move the Senate to have it taken up and referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The petition will lie upon the table for 
the present. 

Mr. BOOTH presented the petition of F. M. McGuire and others, 
citizens of San Benito and Monterey Counties, California, praying 
that there may be no change in the route of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad Company, and that if a change is made the lands granted 
to it by Congress on the route known as the Tres Pinos, or San Benito, 
route may revert to the Government; which was referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

He also presented resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of San 
Francisco, in favor of an appropriation by Congress for procuring or 
erecting a suitable building for post-ofiice purposes on such a site in 
that city as will be most convenient and accessible to the mass of the 
citizens and business men; which were referred tothe Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 


Committee ae 

The motion Was agreed to. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the memorial of Thomas J. Durant, Jo} 
B. Blake, D. F. Murphy, B. Sunderland, Edward Simms, and 5 
property-holders of the District of Columbia on C street, northwest 
remonstrating against the laying of a single or double track, in con! 
nection with the Capitol, North O street and South Washington Rajj 


in 
thers, 


city of Washington; which was referred to the Committee op the 


| District of Columbia. 


Mr. DENNIS presented the petition of Mrs. Sarah B. F. Mays, widow 
of Isaac Mays, deceased, formerly a captain in the Navy, praying to 
have her name placed on the pension-roll from the date of the death 
of her husband; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

He also presented the petition of Charles Collins, postmaster at 
Berlin, Worcester County, Maryland, praying for the passage of , 
law relieving him fror liability for the amount of certain postage. 
stamps alleged to have been stolen from his office on the night of the 
23d of November, 1877; whieh was referred to the Committee o; 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of the Doe River Woolen Map. 
ufacturing Company, of Elizabethtown, Tennessee, employing fifty. 
four workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concerning 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of 
practical business men would best promote the restoration of genera] 
prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petition of D. Richards & Co., man- 
ufacturers of iron, of Lynchburgh, Virginia, employing twenty-seven 
workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concerning a 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of 
practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen 
eral prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of L. Harold and others, 
citizens of Westland, Indiana, praying for the appointment of a com- 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of Lillie Devereaux Blake, 


i 


| of New York City, praying that her political disabilities may be r 
teen workmen, and the petition of the Wauregan Mills, manufacturers | 
of cotton,of Providence, Rhode Island, employing twenty-six hundred | 





He also presented the petitions of the Pacific Jute Manufacturing | 
Company, employing five hundred workmen; of the Pioneer Woolen | 


Factory, employing seven hundred workmen ; of the Mission Woolen 
Mills, employing nine hundred workmen, of San Francisco, California, 
praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of 
such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business 
men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


moved and she clothed with all the rights possessed by any citi 
of the United States; which was referred to the Committee on I’ri 
leges and Elections. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the petition of Frank Myers aud 
others, citizens of Marshalltown, Iowa, praying for the appoiutn 
of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liqnor tu 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of Mrs. Amelia Bloomer, 
Council Bluffs, lowa, and the petition of Nancy R. Allen, of Jackso 
County, Iowa, praying for the removal of their political disabilit 





| or to be relieved from taxation ; which were referred to the Commit- 
into and determined by the Senate on its merits. I ask that the peti- | 


tee on Privileges and Elections. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Rk 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1637) to establish post 
routes in the several States therein named, reported it with am 
ments. 

PROTECTION OF DISTRICT RECORDS. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Distr 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 412) to protect 
the records of the District of Columbia, to report it with an ame 
ment and to ask for its present consideration. I ask to have a li 
from the Commissioners of the District of Columbia read as thie rea- 
son why I desire the present consideration of the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection to U 
present consideration of the bill; and the letter will be read by U 
Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE District OF COLUMBIA, 
Washington, December 10, 1-* 


Sir: We send herewith draught of a bill relating to the records, &c., of the 1's 
trict of Columbia, of which the public interests require the immediate passag 
Congress. : 

Important records are in the possession of a late officer of the District, whe! 
fuses to deliver them to the Commissioners, and there seems to be no law to o 


| < him to make the delivery. We have tried to obtain them by replevin, but ha 


Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of G. W. Wheelwright & Son, 
maufacturers of paper, of Boston, Massachusetts, employing eighty | 


yersons ; of the Union Paper Manufacturing Company, of Holyoke, 


fassachusetts, employing one hundred and fifty persons; of the | 


Montague Paper Company, manufacturers of paper, of Turner’s Falls, 
Massachusetts, employing two hundred and forty persons, all making 
a like prayer to that made in the petition last presented by the Sen- 


ailed. 
wn trust your committee will be able te secure the immediate passage of te 
vill. 
Very respectfully, W. DENNISON, 
8. L. PHELPS 
THOS. B. BRYAN 
Commissioners of the District of C luindia 
Hon. S. W. Dorsry, 
Chairman Senate Committee on the District of Columbia. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill. 


The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Co 
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lumbia, with an amendment to strike out all of the bill after the en- 
acting clause and in lieu thereof to insert the following: 


That if any officer, clerk, agent, or employé in the service of the District of Co 
jambia, or in the service of any of theoflicers thereof, shall embezzle or wrongfully 
saan et to his own use, or fraudulently take, make way with, or secrete, with intent 
le or fraudulently convert to his own use, orshall knowingly and willfally, 
ly or wrongfully and willfully sell or dispose of any money, goods, rights 
bonds, or obligations of the United States, or any State, or any municipal 
rnoration, foreign or domestic, Treasury notes, postage or revenue stamps 
a her valuable security or effects whatever, belonging to said District, 

government, or corporation, which shall come into his possession 
Jor bis care by virtue of such office clerkship, agency, or employment, he shall, 
iction thereof, be punished by a tine not exceeding $5,000 or by imprisonment 
eeding five years, or both. 
cp 2 That if any officer, clerk, agent, or employé in the service of any person, 

issociation, or corporation shall, within the District of Columbia, embezzle 

onefully convert to h‘s own use, or fraudulently take, make way with, or s 

vith intent to embezzle or fraudulently convert to his own use, or shall 
y and willfully, improperly or wrongfully sell or dispose of any money, 
hts of action, bouds, or obligations of the United States, or any State, or 
inicipal or other corporation, foreign or domestic, Treasury notes, postage 
stamps warrants, or other valuable security or effects whatever, be 


conve 
to embez 
jnproper 
of action 
or other ct 
warrants, or ot 
or to any perso! 











1 ne to such person, firm, association, or corporation, which shall come into his 


ongu . . j 
po aaiael ion or under his care by virtue of such oflice, clerkship, agency, or employ- 
ment, he shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding $5,000 or 


hy yrisonment not excee ling five years, or both. 
"gee 3 That all records, books, files, maps, plats, surveys, drawings, writings, 
and other papers of the late corporations of Washington, Georgetown, or of the levy 
court of the District of Columbia, or made by persons in the employment or service 
of either of them, or of the District of Columbia, in the course of such employment 
or service, or Which shall hereafter be so made, are and shall be the praperty of 
the District of Columbia, and whoever shall steal any such record, book, tile, map, 
plat, survey, drawing, or other paper, or instruments used in surveying or engi 
neering work, such property of said District of Columbia, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be imprisoned not more than three years, or pay a fine not exceeding $5,000, 
or both, without reference to the value of the property or thing so taken 

Src. 4. That all persons who shall willfully secrete or remove from the office, 
room, or place where the same are usually kept, any record, book, file, writing, 
paper, nap, plat, survey, drawing ticid-note, or any note in reference to the same, 
or instruments used in surveying or engineering work, the property of the District 
of Columbia, or within the care or custody of the commissioners of the District of 
ibia, or any officer or employé of said District, or shall alter, change, deface 
obliterate, or destroy the same, or who, having removed from such otfhice, room, 
or place Where the same was usually kept, any article or thing hereinbefore named, 
or who having come into possession of any such article or thing so removed, and 
who shall hereafter, on demand of the commissioners of said District, their agent, 
or attorney, refuse or neglect forthwith to return the same, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall beimprisoned not more than three 
vears, or be fined not exceeding $5,000, or both. 


Mr. DAWES. I should like to hear again that part of the amend- 
ment read which provides for punishing as an offense anybody for 
retaining the papers that have come lawfully into his possession 
after demand. That seems to be the present mischief and I should 
like to hear that part read again. 

Mr. HARRIS. It is the fourth section of the substitute. 

rhe Chief Clerk read the fourth section of the amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to call the attention of the Senator 
from Tennessee to this feature of that section, whether it quite covers 
the case that I understand he is desirous of covering. A person may 
have removed these papers and still not have them in his possession 
when a demand is made upon him. It not being in his power phys- 
ically to deliver them, does the section reach that case ? 

Mr. HARRIS. It certainly does not reach a case other than that 
where the demand is made of the person having the paper on record 
in his possession. 


Mr. DAWES. 





When the demand is made? 

Mr. HARRIS. When the demand is made. 

Mr. DAWES. It is very important that the bill should be so 
drawn as to reach precisely the point which the Senator from Ten- 
nessee now has in view. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator from Massachusetts will allow me, I 
willsuggest that this bill certainly reaches the case of records and 
papers named in it when the demand is made on the person who 
chances to have them in possession. 

Mr. DAWES. The idea that I had in my mind was that the bill 
should provide that the man who had them in his possession when 
the demand was made upon him would commit the offense; but the 
section did not, as I heard it at the Clerk’s desk, quite express that 
idea. If any person has removed these papers and then after he has 
removed them a demand is made upon him for them he comunits an 
offense if he does not forthwith deliver them. The Senator will see 
that a man may have removed these papers, they may have gone out 
of his possession either wrongfully or rightfully, when there was no 
law to prevent it. 

Mr. HARRIS. If he has willfully secreted them by placing them 
in the possession of another, when the demand is made upon him and 
he fails een he would fall within the provisions of the section 
Just read, 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator is quite confident that his phraseol- 
oBy reaches the case he states I am content; but it does not so seem 

oO me, 

Mr. HARRIS. Iam quite confident that if the person has willfully 
secreted papers, even though they are not in his possession, the 
secreting brings him within the provisions of the fourth section. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate,;as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. ” 








} which was read twice by its title, 


The title was amended so as to read, “A bill to punish embezzle 
ment in the District of Columbia and to protect the records of said 
District, and for other purposes.” 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 452) to authorize and equip an expedition to 
the arctic which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. OGLESBY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 459) to establish a post-route in lilinvis ; 


SCas 5 


and referred to the Committee on 
Post-Oftices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 460) granting a pension to Mary Leggett; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying peti- 
tion, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of 
material for the public printing and binding; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred’ to the Committee on Printing 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent gbtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 10) directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to deliver to the Smithsonian Institution certain can- 
celed plates of fractional currency, to be held as objects of interest ; 
which was read twice by*its title. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I will state that I have recently served on a com- 
mittee appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, upon which both 
Houses of Congress were represented, to witness the counting of these 
plates and to examine the cancellation thereof. They are the plates 
upon which all the fractional currency was printed. ‘They are very 
elegant specimens of workmanship and they are all to be destroyed 
in pursuance of law very shortly. It occurred to the committee that 
it might be well to preserve one of each series and have them lodged 
in the Smithsonian Institute as objects of interest hereafter. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred to 
the Committee on Finance 

Mr. PADDOCK. 
resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think the Senator had better let 
it be printed and referred. It is a matter of some importance to 
know just what should be done with the plates that have gone out 
of use inthe Treasury Department. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution 
under the rule. It goes over under objection. 

Mr. PADDOCK. It is provided by law that those plates shall be 
destroyed and they are all ready now for destruction. The: 
to the Navy-Yard and be there melted in the furnace, and, as the 
work is very shortly to be completed, it seems to me it is a matter of 
interest which should be considered at one: 

Mr. DAWES. If this were only a question of interest, as suggested 
by the Senator from Nebraska, there would be no troub:e about it; 
but the question of safety is so considerable that it does ncvt seem to 


I ask for the present consideration of the Joint 


will be printed 


ure to go 


me that it is quite sate to pass the joint resolution without considera 
tion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


Under objection, the joint resolution has 
already gone over. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS 


On motion of Mr. PADDOCK, it was 


AND REFERRED. 





Ordered, That the petitions ar p x to the holding of one or more 
terms of the United States cir courts at Lincoln, Nebraska, be 
taken from the files and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

CREDIT OF THE GOVERNMENT, 


Mr. VOORHEES. I offer the following resolution, and give notice 
that on Tuesday, the 15th of January, atter the recess, at the conclu 
sion of the morning hour, I shall call it up with a view of submit 
ting some remarks: 

Resolved, That it is of the highest importance that the 
Government be maintained, and in order to do so the Gove 
departments should, in good faith, keep 
into with its own citizens. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
be printed. 


financial credit of the 


nment itself in all its 
ill its contracts and obligations entered 


The resolution will lie on the table and 


MILITIA OF 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If there is no further morning busi- 
ness, I ask that the resolution I submitted yesterday morning be 
taken up. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from West Virginia calls 
up the resolution submitted by him yesterday, which wil: be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


THE STATES. 


Whereas section 1625 0f the Revised Statutes provides that every able-bodied 
male citizen of the respective States resident therein who is of the age of eighteen 
years and under the age of forty-five years shall be enrolled in the militia, and 
section 1661 farther provides that ‘ the annual sum of $200,000 is appropriated, to 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the pur 
pose of providing arms and equipments for the whole body of the militia either by 
purchase or manufacture by and on account of the United States Therefore 

Be it resolved, That the Secretary of War is hereby requested to report to the 
Senate the condition and number of militia enrolled in the several States and what 
recommendation he may have, if any, looking to a more thorough organization and 
collection of information and reports concerning the same; also that he report to 
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the Senate the amount annually apportioned to each of the States under said sec- 
tion 1661; and if any State has received or been credited with more or less than its 
proportion of the sum annually appropriated and what amount, if any, is now due 
any ot tho States, and if at any time any of the States have been excluded from 
the benefits of said section; if so, what States and for how long », under the 
terms “arms and equipments,” what kind of arms and what articles are or can be 
furnished; also if in his opinion the amount annually appropriated should be in- 
< reased 





The resolution was agreed to. 
PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there further business of the morning 
hour? There being none there comes over as the unfinished business 
of yesterday the resolution submitted by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
MATTHEWS ] on the 6th instant relative to the payment of bonds of 
the United States in silver. The pending question is on the motion 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorriLi] to refer the resolution 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

* Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, it seems to me that no more severe or 
bittercommentary upon the outcome of the management of the finances 
of this nation for the past twelve years could be made than is con- 
tained in the preamble and resolution upon which we are now asked 
to vote; a seyere commentary indeed upon the management of that 
party which, having complete control of every branch of the Federal 
Government, yet now, in view of all their legislation for the past six- 
teen years, sends dn, as a reconnoitering advance, this resolution, 
embodying, as it does, the ominous and al@rming question whether a 
certain proposed act of Congress, of which this resolution is the har- 


binger, and which has already been resolved upon elsewhere, and lies | 


printed on our table ready to follow on the heels of this discussion, 
is or is not an act of national dishonor, or, to use the precise words of 
the resolution, whether it is not “in violation of the public faith” 
or “in derogation of the rights of the public ereditor.” 

Sir, the very propounding of such a question is astonishing and 
exhibits at least a doubt in the minds of its proponents of the 
propriety and justice of the measure referred to. This resolution 
belongs to a deqlaratory class of acts. Declaratory legislation is 
never to be favored and is to be regarded as rather vicious in its 
character in that it tends to trench upon the prerogative of the 
judicial branch, for, while the legislative branch have the power to 
use What words they please in framing an act, it is not their duty to 
pass upon the meaning of that which they have framed. That is 
the duty and prerogative of a distinct and independent branch of 
the Government which may not be invaded. But this resolution, 
being of a declaratory nature, is more remarkable in this, that it pro- 
poses to expound an act which is not yet in existence, and in that 
respect is without precedent to my knowledge. 

Mr. President, 1 have referred to the character of legislation for 
the last sixteen years, Of nine years of that legislation I can speak 
because 1 have not only been a member of this body during that 
period but I have been also assigned by the action of the majority to 
duty upon the Committee on Finance. I have seldom found my- 
self in concurrence with the action of the majority respecting their 
treatment of public finance. In 1869, when the “ act to strengthen 
the public credit” was proposed, 1 opposed it because I regarded it 
as little better than a scheme to putt into higher prices the bonds 
of the United States witheut taking any practical step for what the 
best interests of the country so sorely needed: a speedy and honest 
resumption of specie payments. 

So in 1°70, at the time the funding bill was before Congress, I re- 
garded that as a measure mainly in the interest of those who held 
the bunds, and even unwise in that respect. Here on this floor I 
vainly endeavored to procure from the majority of the Senate a recog- 
nition of the fact that if we could but bring the currency of the 
country to a par valwe with coin, that being the foundation and sub- 
strueture of our credit, every form of thai credit necessarily would 
be lifted into security and beyond the possibility of question or 
doubt. 

Sir, at that time I asked that the money of the country, the yard- 
stick and measure of values, might have some little respect paid to 
it; that the currency whieh was compelled to be taken by the people 
in every condition of life throughout this country should be respected 
and that attention should be paid to it; and well do I remember, when 
in aid of my peor utterances I read those of Daniel Webster and cited 
to the Senate his honest and burning words in denunciation of a 
false and unsound paper currency, | was interrupted by the then 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, the present Secretary of the 
Treasury, who told me that Mr. Webster’s language was applied only 
to State-bank issues, and had nothing to do with the issues of the 
Bank of the United States. I then told him that the remarks ap- 
plied to all irredeemable-paper issues inconvertible at the will of the 
holder into honest money. It was such money that Mr. Webster 
declared to be the most suecessful means of fertilizing the rich 
man’s field by the sweat of the poor man’s brow; and yet my sug- 
gestion was made, as almost all my siggestions have been made here, 
in vain. 

Mr. President, history will yet record the almost incredible fact 
that with a people emerging from an exhausting and terrible struggle, 
those who had charge of their finances were guilty of the folly—1 
will not call it by a harsher name—one of those blunders worse than 
a crime, of the rapid, unnecessary prepayment of a debt not yet due, 
at prices far above that which its face called for. Men will stand, I 


| demand notes of the Treasury, the currency of the country, the qo, 


say, in wonder at the fact that upward of $500,000,000 of 
was sold out of the Treasury of the United States in these last yi, 
years, to pay ror bonds not due, not demanded, and which had oes 
forced above their value by a class of legislation intended to Ave 
that and no other effect. And while those obligations not dne Sees 
thus sought to be prepaid at a rate high above their face value. 


) 
gold coin 


the 
. : ° uey 
of the people; the measure of value in their daily contracts, wy 


aS dis- 


| honored year after year, and no provision whatever made for thei; 





just payment. 

Such, sir, has been, in my judgment, the unwisdom of legislatio, 
in the past nine years. It has been this unwise financial course th: 
has made such a resolution as this possible. Here we are asked 
whether a law proposed, overshadowing us already, is or is not ay 
act of national dishonor. Upon that I shall give my vete and yy, 
opinion. ; 

But, sir, if unwise administration has brought the country tosuch g 
pass and to its present lamentable condition, when measures are pro- 
posed of which even the advocates question their honesty and pe. 
quire the confirmation of the Senate before they are to be voted oy 
what then? Only so much more does the country need those who do 
value her credit and seek to maintain it, damaged as it has been, ty 
come together and stand fast for its faithful and honest maintenance: 
and so I propose to the best of my ability to do regardless of those 
errors Which I have striven to prevent, regardless of the unwisdor 
against which my voice has been raised in vain. I do not propose to 
make the past errors or wrongs of others any reason for my tailure, 
in the face of present events, to do that which I believe is demanded 
from me for the best interests of my people and my country. 

Mr. President, any act that weakens the credit of the nation adds 


| just so much to the burden of the laboring-men and takes away just 


so much from the just rewards of labor. On the score of cold econ- 
omy, a weakening of public credit is the most wasteful of conceiy- 
able proceedings. A man’s good name is his chief possession, and our 
laws give remedies and award recompense to every citizen who is 
damnitied by slander or by libel. But a nation has no such remedy, 
and its sole defense must be found in the jealous care of its citizens 
of public honor and credit. 

Now, let it be noted that by the terms of the act of 1870, known as 
the funding bill, the bonds therein authorized, to the amount of 
$1,500,000,000, were made expressly payable “in coin,” principal and 
interest, not designating gold or silver coin, but including them both. 
Why were not the metals nominated or oue of them designated? |i 
cause by the regulation of the Government the laws relating to coin- 
age, the two metals, the two units of value, the silver and the go! 
dollar, were equivalents or as nearly so as human statutes could mak: 
them and were intended to be maintained at an equal relative value 
80 long as both of them should be used. The intent of the law, well 
understood by all parties to the contract, was to pay the debt for 
which these bonds were issued, in gold coin or its equivalent in sil- 
ver, or in silver coin or itsequivalent in gold. The Government that 
borrowed this money and issued these bonds had the power and the 
duty so to regulate the value of its silver unit of value and gold unit 
of value as to make them equivalents. No advantage was slyly con- 
templated, but all was open and clear in the sunlight of honest con- 
tract ; and when the Government in 1573 dropped the silver dollar 
out of its list of authorized coins, it preserved for its creditor the 
equivalent in gold as it had agreed todo. This was the bargain; 
this was the intent. There was no advantage contemplated either 
way. The Government was dealing in equivalents. It did not intend 
that any derangement of the relative values of the two should inure 
to the gain or the loss of either party to the bargain. 

The preamble before us recites the laws up to 1875 relating to the 
issue of these bonds ; but it isincomplete. It is not true historically. 
More is needed to complete this history. The preamble with its 
many recitals still fails to recognize an act of Congress quite as 
formal, just as constitutional, just as binding as any which are therein 
mentioned; and that is the act of February, 1873; and therefore I 
submit to the honorable Senator, the mover of this resolution, that to 
make his recitals complete the following or its substance should be 
included : 


And whereas from and after the act of Congress of 1834 and until February 1° 
1873, the silver dollar of 412} grains of standard value having been foun: to have 
a greeter intrinsic value in public market than the gold dollar of 258 grains ail- 
ver bullion ceased to be brought to the mints for coinage and silver dollars alr aly 
coined could not-be retained in cirenlation ; and whereas the silver dollar of 4!) 
grains having become practically obsolete, the Government of the United States ) 
act of Congress passed on the i2th of February, 1873, and duly appcoved by the 
President, abolished from its coinage the silver dollar of 412} grains as a unite! 
value, so that for nearly five years the same has ceased to exist. 

Is not that true? Is there any man within the sound of my voice 
who questions the accuracy of that historical statement? No, sil; 
no one will question it. It is simply and precisely the truth aud isa 
part of the history which the honorable Senator's resolution and pre- 
amble has excluded. 

Now, sir, let us not forget that this is not a case and we are not 
sitting iu judgment upon the sharp bargain of two stock-broker 
with their rights of “option” and of “call” and other phrases 0 
their trade ; nor is it yet a case of contract between two citizens, but 
it is a case in which a great Government is dealing with a transectiat 
in which its own law-making power is to control its own case, 10r} 
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cannot be denied that unless the existing laws of the land are to be 

irored. the object of this resolution and the law it foreshadows will 
+.) That is to say, we are considering a contract in which one of 
- parties must alter the law in order to succeed in obtaining a con- 
<trnetion in its own behalf. — 7 : 

sir, | would ask, as throwing light upon this subject, what rela- 
sone does the Government of the United States bear toward its 
-oove? The Constitution of the United States, which is the su- 
pr - Jaw of the land, bestows upon Congress the sole and sovereign 
‘wer “to coin money and regulate the value thereof.” It expressly 
prohibits the several States from the exercise of such power. Sec- 
tion 10 of article 1— 

No State shall coin money. 

Section 8 of article 1: 

Tbe Congress shall have power to coin money, and regulate the value thereof. 

And here let it be observed the words are collective. It is not “to 
coin” alone, but when coined you shall “regulate.” Coinage and 
regulation are directed in the same breath. The power to do one in- 
cludes the power to do the other, by the force of the phrase in which 
the power is conveyed, and when Congress shall “coin” it must also 
“regulate.” None but a regulated coinage is authorized. 

The inferior metals, such as copper or nickel, are placed only in the 
hands of the Government to coin for its own account and profit, and 
added to them such portions of one of the superior or precious metals 
as being debased shall render it only subsidiary coin; and upon all 
such coins coined by the Government for its own profit there is a 
limitation upon their debt-paying power; and this has been the his- 
tory of our Government from its earliest date, for the reason that 
such coins do not profess to have their full intrinsic value, but are used 
only as tokens of exchange provided by the Government for the minor 
dealings and convenience of its citizens. But the precious metals, gold 
and silver, are not so treated. The mintage and striking of such coin 
and the certification of its weight and fineness are done at cost price 
by the Government at the instance and for the private use of the in- 
dividual owners of the bullion, and this is the history of our Govern- 
ment from its beginning. Let it not be forgotten, it is not its own 
gold or silver which the Government coins; it is the property of its 
citizens that it converts into coin. What, then, is the sole consti- 
tutional function of the Government? “Tocoin money and regulate 
its value.” What is meant by “regulate” and “regulation?” Refer 
to the lexicographers for this, Take one, the king of them all, who, 
unaided, gave to his native language a dictionary more full and com- 
plete than a college of French savants could do for theirs. Take the 
dictionary of Samuel Johnson, in existence and an authority at the 
time the Constitution was adopted : 

“Regulate.” “To adjust by rule or method.” 

Take Worcester, of our own day and country: “ Regulate.” “To 
adjust by rule or by method.” Take Webster: “ To adjust by rule.” 
And so on, 
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Then, what was intended to be done when this sovereign power of 
coinage and regulation was given to the Government of the United 
States? Task Senators was it not to adjust the relative values of 
these two metals according to the fact and truth? Did not the power 
and the duty to regulate mean that you were to ascertain the real 
equivalency between the two precious metals, and make a legal 
declaration thereof? Did it not mean that yeu were to go into the 
markets of the world and carefully discover what just relative pro- 
portion the value of silver bore to that of gold, and, when you have 
by the best tests discovered the true and actual value of each metal, 
to “regulate” your coin accordingly, and thus bring about the 
equipoise of justice between the two by deciding what certain pro- 
portion of one should be paid for a certain proportion of the other? 
Such was the intent and the object. Jt was a power not given for a 
day, but it was given to be exercised by the Government of the 
United States from time to time and so long as the two metals were 
standards of value and remained to be regulated according to their 
true and actual relative values. 

What did Alexander Hamilton, the great founder, the resuscitator, 
nay the originator of American credit, say on this subject? In his 
famous report in 1791 on the establishment of the Mint he said: 


Contrary to the views which have heretofore prevailed in the suggestions con- 


cerning a coinage for the United States, though not without much hesitation, aris- 
ing trom @ deference for those views, the Secretary is, upon the whole, strongly 
inclined to the opinion that a preference ought to be given to neither of the metals 
Jor the money unit. Perhaps if either were to be preferred it ought to be gold rather 
than silver. Gold may, perhaps, in a certain sense, be said to have greater stabil- 
ity than silver; as being of superior value, less liberties have been taken with it in 


the regulations of different countries. Its standard has remained more uniform 
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ons it has, in other respects, undergone fewer changes. And if, reasoning by anal- 
ae 





it could be affirmed that there is a physical probability of greater proportion- 
: wrease in the quantity of silver than in that of gold, it would afford an addi- 
_— reason for calculating on greater steadiness in the value of the latter. As 
ong 


4s gold, either from its intrinsic superiority as a metal, from its greater rarity, | 


or from the prejue 
over silver as it | 
its condition will 
place in the comp: 
the latter rathe 


lices of mankind, retains so considerable pre-eminence in value 
128 hitherto had, a natural consequence of this seems to be that 
be more stationary. The revointions, therefore, which may take 
arative value of gold and silver will be changes in the state of 
r than in that of the former. 


He then went on to recommend that there should be a unit of gold 
struck as a standard of value, and he stated: 


The chief inducement to the e 


stablis the ll gold piece is to have a 
eensible object in thet sactar e stablishment of the small gold piece is to have a 


well as in silver to express the unit. 





169 


It was not until 1849 that his views in regard to the gold dollar 
prevailed, for it then first found its existence as a unit of value in 
our coinage. Here was the origin of the American double standard 
of values, and the declaration of a man confessedly the first intellect 
of this country, and certainly one of its purest patriots, that in at 
tempting these two units and standards of value in these metals the 
chief object was to establish their just equilibrium and relative value. 
What has the Congress of the United States done ever since? What 
have all amendments in the coinage laws been for? To meet and to 
check the fluctuations in value in the markets of the world of these 
two metals. Congress has recognized the duty always, whenever 
it was found by the werld’s markets that either the silver or the gold 
collar was undervalued by our laws of regulation, to approximate the 
two by altering our coinage laws so as to make the two units of value 
equivalent to each other. 

By the act of April 2, 1792, the double-money standard was in the 
ratio and relative valuation of 1 part gold to 15 in silver. 

In 1834 and in 1837 this ratio was altered by Congress, not by add- 
ing to the silver bat by diminishing the gold, so it became 1 part of 
gold to 15.98 parts of silver. This change was necessitated because 
gold had been worth more in the markets of the world than its 
valuation in the United States coin, and consequently could not be 
retained in circulation. 

No further amendments in aid of equalizing the ratio of values of 
the two metals has since been made, and the coinage laws and regula- 
tions of value have thus stood until the act of February 12, 1873. 

My authority for this—for upon such subjects one should speak 
only by authority—will be found in an essay on this subject by the 
present Director of the Mint, Dr. Linderman, at pages 43 and 44 of 
his book upon Money and Legal Tender; but it is not necessary for 
me to read his language, the substance of which I have stated in my 
own way. 

Now, Mr. President, what did Congress really do by the act of Feb- 
ruary 12, 1873. It simply relinquished the attempt to keep gold and 
silver at an equilibrium of value by law and it dropped the silver 
unit of value, the dollar of 4124 grains. Wisely or unwisely it was 
done. Such was the fact that they relinquished the attempt further 
to regulate and preserve the equilibrium of value between these two 
units of value of silver and of gold. The reasons for this action are 
well stated, I think, by Dr. Linderman in the book to which I have 
referred, at page 31: 

The measures adopted in 1834 and 1853 in respect of the coinage were decided 
steps toward the establishment of a single gold standard, and were no doubt so in- 
tended. 

And at page 44: 


The declaration in the coinage act of 1873, that the gold dollar was to be there- 
after the unit of value, and the omission of the silver dollar from the coins to be 
struck under the provisions of that act,placed the United States upon the single 
gold standard. The silver dollar had already become obsolete in fact ; the law of 
1573 merely conformed to that fact. This legislation was a continuation and con 
summation of that which took place in 1834 and 1853, which had for their object 
the use of gold as the principal money of coin’‘payments in this country. 


So that we see the preference foreshadowed by Alexander Hamil- 
ton in 1791 in his report upon the establishment of the Mint, with 
the intermediate steps of 1234, 1837, and 1853, reached the result in 
1873 of putting the unit of value in the United States under a single 
standard, that of gold alone. In his report of the present year addi- 
tional reasons are given by the Director of the Mint for that action 
which I will read for a double object, not merely to refute the idea 
that the measure was adopted without notice or debate or public 
consideration, or, as has been so foolishly and unjustly charged, “su 
reptitiously,” but also to state reasons that were satisfactory to his 
mind why it ought to have been done. Upon the question of the advis- 
ability of the relinquishment of silver as an unlimited legal tender, L 
do not propose to speak to-day. The subject is of an importance that 
can scarcely be exaggerated. I only now say that it shall be most un- 
willingly, and for reasons and causes which coerce and compel my re- 
luctant submission, that silver shall cease to be used as money for the 
people of the United States. Butthat does not touch the question to be 
settled by the present resolution, and I propose to defer the considera- 
tion of that most difficult and important question until the bill which 
has been reported from the Committee on Finance shall be brought 
up for consideration, and then to deal with it with all that respect 
and gravity which it really demands. The report of Dr. Linderman 
states as to the “changes in the relative value of gold and silver :” 

In my reports for the fiscal years 1872, 1873, and 1874, the causes operating to 
produce an important change in the relative value of gold and silver were fully 
stated and discussed. Chief among them was the change from the silver to the gotd 
standard by the German Empire, the ‘imitation placed upon the coinage of legal- 
tender silver money by the countries of the double standard, diminished demand 
for export to the Indies, and increased production of silver from the mines of the 
United Statess Attention is also called to the opportunity which the change in 
relative value would atford for substituting on advantageous terms, and in advance 
of specie resumption, fractional silver coins for the fractional notes then in cireu 
lation, and the practicability of such a measure demonstrated 

The substitutiou has since been substantially accomplished on terms not only as 


favorable as were expected, but more so than could be probally done hereatter 


Since the chauge in the relative value of the metals occurred and assumed a 
somewhat stable character, the causes which produced the same have been the 
subject of careful, intelligent, and exhaustive examination and report by two com 
missions—one in Great Britain, appointed by Parliament, and the other in the 
United States, constituted by an act of Congress. both of these commissions sub- 
stantially agreed in assigning the change in the German money system and limita 
tion placed on the legal-tender silver coinage in France and some other countries of 
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the double standard as the principal causes of the change in relative value re- 
ferred to. 
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These are some of the reasons stated upon authority for the change | 


from a double to a single standard of value. But the change has 
certainly taken place. Silver to-day is worth in the markets of the 
world 17} parts to lof gold. By the coinage law of 1834, which it is 
proposed now to re-enact, the ratio was declared to be 15.95, or 
practically 16 parts of silver to 1 of gold. 
that Congress shall enact a law in this year of grace 1°77, which 
under the pretext of regulating the value of the two metals when 
coined, shall falsify their true proportionate value. I ask any man 
within the sound of my voice, is any piece of silver containing 4124 
grains United States standard worth anywhere in the world 25.8 
grains of gold of the United States standard value? No man will 
venture to say so. Now I will ask, does the power “ to coin and regu- 
late the value” mean the power to “coin and falsify?” Has Con- 
gress the right—I do not say the power, although those who realize 
the sanctity of the trust of power will believe that right must always 


What is now proposed is | 


enter into its exercise—has Congress the right to make this false dec- | 


iaration and stamp it upon metal, that the lie may be the better pre- 
served ? 
citizens as against the interest of other classes?’ Two men come to 
the mint, each an honest miner and producer of one of these two 
metals. 
bullion to the mint. What do they ask? That the true weight and 
fineness and the relative value of the two shall be truly ascertained 
and stamped upon coin. 

Can you tell me it is just and right that the coined money of gold 
shall be handed back to its owner at its true value minus the cost of 
minting, and that the silver coin shall be handed back to its owner 
increased in value 10 per cent., minus the cost of minting? What 
would be thought of this proposition coming from two citizens to a 
minting establishment with power over the property of each? 
Would it not be a shameless demand that one man’s property by 
the process of minting shall be advanced 10 per cent. in value, 
and the other advanced nothing in value? Does not the proposi- 
tion answer itself? Can we treat these two holders of the metals 
differently, and with an unequal measure of justice—can this Gov- 
ernment which we love and want all men to respect—in its own con- 
tracts use its own law-making power to produce an advantage in its 
own favor which it would refuse to one of two of its citizens? I 
say that neither the Government of the United States nor any other 
sovereignty can do this without dishonor and discredit; and the 
loss to it and its people from such an act of gross injustice and ini- 
quity is too great to be contemplated. 

Government means the honest execution of the great trust of pub- 
lic power; and when by our form of government it was sought “ to 
secure the blessings of liberty” for our forefathers and their posterity 
it meant liberty in the harness of fhe law and it meant law founded 
upon morals and justice. Whenthe sovereign power of coining the 
money of a people and regulating its values comes to be exercised it 
is intended to secure fair dealing and honesty between man and man. 
If, as lsay,1 take my gold bullion to the mint and receive gold coin 
and you take silver bullion and receive silver coin, can that law be 
just which, by the process of coinage and under pretense of regula- 
tion, shall change the actual and admitted relative market value of 
these two metals in favor of one of us? If the owner of silver bull- 
ion can take it to the mint and demand that by the process of coin- 
age it shall be advanced 10 per cent., why may not the owner of 
the gold bullion demand the same? How can we in the name of 
regulation, which means just regulation and the establishment of an 
equivalency, take from one of these metals the value that belongs to 
it or give a fictitious value to another which it does not possess ? 

Let me ask the advocates of this resolution if Congress should de- 
clare by law that silver should be equal to gold ounce for ounce, would 
that be justice, would that be a regulation of values, or would it not 
be their entire confusion and derangement? Yet I say to you that 
knowing that 412} grains of silver are worth to-day in any market in 
the world but ninety cents in gold, it is but a question of degree, and 
not of principle, whether you shall not stamp, coin, and declare 
thereby that 4} grains of silver are equal to 25.8 grains of gold. 

It is but a question of degree, and not a difference in principle ; 
aud then, I repeat, can you demand that a piece of coined silver 
worth but ninety cents shall be taken as the equivalent of a piece 
of coined gold worth a hundred cents? You undervalue one coin de- 
liberately ; you do not certify the truth as to its value, but you stamp 
upon it that which you know at the time is false. You cannot term 
such action regulation. Is this an execution of the power in its hon- 
est intent and meaning “to coin money and to regulate the value 
thereof?” When by law the value of gold and silver coin has been 
justly regulated and a relative value fixed between them truly, they 
are then equivalents, and a man having a debt to pay can select to 
pay in either; but if the ratio of value between them is false and 
they are not in fact equivalents, then a great wrong is done to the 
man who is compelled to accept payment in the inferior. To regu- 
late the value of gold and silver coin to-day, to state truly their rela- 
tive values, and to establish by law the just and honest proportion- 
ate value between them, we should be obliged to put over 440 grains 
of standard silver in a dollar to render it actually the equivalent of 
a gold dollar of 25.8 grains standard. 


I ask Senators, would we do this thing for one class of our | 


A brings his gold bullion to the mint, B brings his silver | 


| 
| 


The contract has been stated | two gives less than one-fifth of silver to gold. 
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eee 
here to pay in either of two metals, yet but one of two metals is now 
retained by the law, which were the equivalent of each other an, 
which it was the duty of the Government to maintain in equality js 
it meant to promote justice. The regulation of the weight and fy z 
ness of both kinds of coins was the implied and essential meaning 
the law establishing a ratio of proportionate values between 





ilng of 


; : ? then 
that each should be at all times what it was intended to be: the 
equivalent of the other. : 

Mr. President, [think Ihave stated this question clearly: cer; 


so to my own mind and in accordance with my convictions of rig 
and justice. As I said, this is a great question, affecting th, s 
and duty of a strong and, I hope, a proud people, and sg! wp de 
ings are out of place in considering our national credit. The ey, 
of a nation must never die or fail; it must be perpetual, and no de 
ion can ever be adopted that contemp ates its decay. A diseredite: 
man! Who can fail to recognize his misery as he walks among jx 
fellows, downcast and broken, bereft of that which should he = ‘ : 
immediate jewel of his soul;” and shall this grand contederatioy , 
republics become in the family of nations a discredited mem} 
pitiable object, crowned with the ashes of repudiated faith ? 

Now, sir, what was the situation of this country in 1873, when th, 
dollar of silver was dropped from its list of coins? For thirtee 
years neither gold nor silver had been used as currency in the United 
States. For thirteen years, and at the time that the act of February 
12, 1873, was passed, there had been and was no prospect of resum) 
tion; no one thought of the resumption at any definite time and as 
a fixed fact of gold and silver as our currency. There is one fae 
as to the relative values of the two metals at that day which, j; 
seems to me, must prevent unjust comment upon the motives and 
character of the Congress who enacted the law by which the il. 
ver dollar of 412} grains was dropped from the list of coins, and that 
is, that so far from its being any advantage to the people and (oy 
ernment of the United States to pay in silver, the silver as bullion 
was worth more than the silver dollar as coin, and the silver dolla; 
was worth at that time 3 per cent. more than the gold dollar, and as 
a consequence could not be retained in circulation, and was exported 
whenever and as fast as it was coined. 

Does not that fact, admitted and known to ail men, show that then 
could have been no sinister or dishonest object in ceasing to coin silver 
dollars then? Noman could look forward to what the fluctuation 
of silver as relating to gold would result in. It was a truth that 
no man brought his silver bullion to the mint for coinage; an 
why? Because it was worth more as bullion then than as coir 
It was useless to turn silver bullion into silver dollars, becans 
it was undervalued by our coinage and regulation. Men will never 
pay a dollar and three cents for what they can obtain for a dollar 
The gold dollar was worth three cents less than the silver dollar, and 
would do all the work of the silver dollar in payment of debts. Of 
course men willever choose the cheaper currency to deal in; and that 
fact was realized which has been repeated since the earliest history 
of this world, and which finds expression in languages which we now 
call dead, of which Aristophones sung, a truth that cannot be denied 
and never will be gainsaid, that placing two currencies in circulatior 
the more valuable will take its flight and the cheaper will alone 
remain. 

So it was that under the coinage laws of 1834, silver being nader- 
valued as related to gold, it took its flight and left the then cheaper 
metal to do the work of currency ; and so in truth there were coine: 
prior to 1870 only some four millions of silver dollars, the unit o 
value. Before 1870, that is to say from the time of the establish- 
ment of the Mint of the United States, in 1792, there had been 
coined of silver dollars $4,709,495, and from 1570 up to February, I-75 
$3,336,343 in addition, making a total of silver dollars, or to use t! 
phrase of the day, “the dollar of our fathers,” of $8,045,55>. [sup 
pose they call it “the dollar of our fathers” because our fathers did not 
have it. It was lucus anon lucendo. It wasacoinage for whom? For 
circulation? For the use of the American people? No, sir; it wasa 
coinage for the benefit of the silversmith, for the East Indian, and 
for the bullion broker of Europe, for into their hands it all speedily 
went. I think I might safely appeal to the recollection of all withu 
the sound of my voice, that unless they had gone to the Mint the) 
never had in their hand at any time as m :ny as ten of the dollars o! 
our fathers. They were curiosities ; they were given as pocket-picces 
to children. They were really difficult to obtain even for such pat 
poses. Their fate was necessarily a plain one: they floated off to the 
uses they were best calculated for, and the bullion they contained 
being more than a dollar’s worth according to our gold standard went 
where it would be most useful, and found its best market under tht 
principles of free trade which prevail at least in regard to the pre 
cious metals. For forty years, from 1834 until 1873, there was prac- 
tically in this country for the purpose of circulation no silver dollars 
of the weight of 4124 grains standard, and for five years there has 
been none at all coined because there was no-law to authorize It. 

Let me refer to one ovher fact that may throw light on this most 
interesting subject. Consider our total coinage of gold coins ol a! 
denominations and the total coinage of silver of all denomme 
tions. From 1792 to 1577 there were coined at the mints of the 
United States $983,159,695 in gold. During the same period there 
were coined of silver $154,290,941. The proportion between those 
Now, who shall say @ 
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face of this fact that the people of the United States during their | 
ae paying times ever did have a silver currency? How can it be 
‘ey? We know that it isnotso. Even oursilver half dollars would 
‘all been exported with the silver whole dollars had it not been 

+) Iso3 we arrested their flight; and how? By debasing them, 
‘king from them their wings. We took between 6 and 7 per cent. | 
value of true silver out of our silver half dollars, and since 
two half dollars have been equal to a standard whole dollar, 
no four quarters to a whole. They were debased because it 
supd to be necessary to retain them for public convenience, and 
~~ staid With us only because we diminished their actual value and 
same time their debt-paying power was limited by law to $5 in 

1 one pay ment. , a 

iy 1x35 this nation was in a mest blessed condition, unparalleled 
in the history of civilized governments, for not only had we | 
: debt but there was absolutely a surplus in the Treasury 
that was divided among the States. We had no funded debt until 
the Mexican war came on, and then a debt which to-day would be 
laughable, and considered a mere flea-bite, was created, but I say, and 
i challenge a denial of the fact, that since the creation of a funded 
debt by authority of the United States not one cent of silver was 
ever paid for it, principal or interest. Who can produce a quotation 
of United States bonds in silver money at any time in any market of 
the world? 

It seems to me that, treating this whole question in the light of the | 
facts that surround it, it is impossible to say that there ever was an 
actual contemplation of using the metal of silver in the liquidation 
of this debt or its interest, or in the sale of the bonds or any part of | 
them. Iam speaking now of the question to be determined by the 
actual facts, undeniable and undisputed, that surrounded the trans- 


ost 


’ public 


| 


action. 

But, Mr. President, the view which I have already submitted to 
the Senate did not rest upon any inference from facts, strong and 
conclusive as I hold them to be, but it rested upon a principle which, 
unless it shall be shown to be unsound, goes underneath and through- 
out this transaction and must assert itself in every phase and every 
feature of its progress; and that principle is that it never was con- 
templated at any time that this Government would forsake its duty 
in so coining and regulating the value of these two metals that the 
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dollar in silver should not always be the true equivalent of the dollar | 


I gold. 

I know that since 1873 some $600,000,000 of the bonds of the 
United States have been sold, during which period the public law 
making but one dollar in our coinage and that 25.8 grains of gold 
was on the statute-book, have passed into the hands of purchasers 
for value, and I may say every purchaser paid in gold or the equiva- 
lent of gold. 

Now, sir, upon the expediency or wisdom of remonetizing silver I 
have said nothing, because on the bill which we are presently to 
have for consideration I shall seek to express my views hereafter. 
As I said, I cannot contemplate with my present light the relinquish- 
ment of silver as one of the metals for our currency, and I hope to 
freely circulate among our people under such limitations as 
common prudence and a recognition of existing events all over the 
markets of this world shall make essential for the protection of our 
people. 

Ido hold that in the face of events now transpiring, while the 
difficult and important problems of a single or a double standard of 
value are still being considered, we having, so far as metallic cur- 
reney is concerned, been kept for seventeen years away from those 
council boards where these questions have been under discussion, we 
are to-day in a position to avail ourselves of the experience of others 
and by a tentative course of legislation, by that true statesmanship 
that shall cautiously await events, we can prepare our people and 
our country for either result that may be arrived at. We cannot ex- 
pect to stand as the dictators to the world, controlling this question 
With all the other nations with whom we are in commercial inter- 
course; but we havea right to exercise in the first place the care of our 
own people and maintain a vigilant regard for their interest in their 
international dealings. There is no reason and there can be no rea- 
son why silver money, @ money of value since the earliest ages of 
antiquity, should not reach the hand of the American people, and I 
hope to see it. 

But let us not, in legislating with regard to that, forget that unless 
our councils and our consent are shared by other nations, we may 
lind ourselves exeluded from their trade and commerce or placed at 
serious disadvantage by the adoption of a course which has not met 
that universal consent essential for the acceptance of any circulating 
medion ofexchange. For, Senators, why not consider the great fact | 
fe gold and silver owe not their value to laws of men; they owe it 
lat mysterious assent which Providence has implanted in the 
ie in all times, and which has made them valuable because 
an — universally consented to accept them as such. The 
Apa heret nae them gave them qualities of currency superior 
final inths heart cE thot pense tee ae 

ut gold and site “y ed e : esire to ac a p ss — € - as ane 1. 
vali er owe their place in the world’s acceptance by the 

‘ consent; human statutes did not give it norcan human stat- 
Utes take it away. 


The value of these metals, their use proportionately will be arrived | 


see it 
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at by the agreement of nations on this subject. I hope that the in- 
fluence of the Government of the United States may be exercised in 
favor of the retention of silver as a money among the peoples; but to 
say that this can be done against the consent of all other civilized 
nations with whom we have our dealings, is to trifle with the truth 
and to mislead our people. 

Sir, I was sent here to think on these subjects ; I was sent here to 
give my best judgment on these subjects. It was not what the people 
might like to hear, but what my conscience taught me they ought to 
be told; and if I shall be found to have mistaken their interests, I 
shall not be found to have forfeited their respect, and if I shall have 
been found to have mistaken their interests, then I shall leave them 
to choose a man in my place who may serve them more successfully 
but rot with a more single heart. : 

Mr. ALLISON obtained. the floor. 

Mr. HILL. I should like to be allowed to say a few words at this 
time if the Senator from Iowa will allow me? 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. I yield to the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. HILL. I do not rise, Mr. President, to make a speech on what 
ought to be the coin of the United States, whether it ought to be 
both gold and silver, or either alone. I trust while I have the honor 
of holding a seat in this body I shall always debate the exact ques 
tion before it; nothing further. Confining myself to that rule to-day, 
I think the question really before us is a very narrow one. After 
several recitations the resolution of the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. 
MATTHEWS] declares that the bonds of the United States now out- 
standing are redeemable in silver of a certain standard at the option 
of the United States. That question is to be settled simply as a 
question of law. Hedoes not propose to declare what the law ought 
to be; he simply proposes that we shall declare what the law is. 
What the law is must be determined simply by construction, by read 
ing the law as it stands. 

Then under the law, as that law is now written, in what are these 
bonds redeemable? The language of the law is very plain. The 
refunding act of July 14, 1870, declares that the bonds issued under 





that act “‘are redeemable in coin of the present standard value.” 
That is the law. ‘Redeemable in coin of the present standard 
value.” 


I feel under obligation to construe those words with the same im- 
partiality, with the same fairness and justice, and by the same rule 


| as I would be bound to construe them on the bench adjudicating on 


the rights of parties. What do they mem I respecitully suggest 
to the Senate that one controlling word in the sentence bas beeu mis- 
applied ; that is the word “ present.” Senators here, the press of the 
country, and gentlemen of the other House have carried on a most 
extensive debate, in my judgment, under an erroneous application of 
that word in that sentence. They bave argued as though the word 
“ present” qualifies and prefixes the word * I deny it. I say 
that it prefixes and qualities alone the words “ standard value.” The 
language is, “redeemable in coin of the present standaid value.” 
Redeemable when?) Was the bond redeemable when it was made ? 
Was the bond redeemable on the day it was issued? The bond is 
redeemable when it is due; it is payable when it is due; and when 
due, how, in what is it payable? Payable in coin, not in bullion, 
not in paper, not in greenbacks, not in currency, not in promises to 
pay, but payable in coin. What coin? The legal coin then exist- 
ing, not the coin of to-day, not the coin of the day the act was 
passed ; but the bond is redeemable, payable when due, in coin, not 
in paper, I repeat, not in currency. But gentlemen argue that that 
means the coin of July 14, 1870, the coin that was the coin of the 
United States on that day. What right have they to say so? 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Will the Senator allow me to ask a question? 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. If we should exercise our sovereign power of 
debasing the coin between this and the falling due of the bonds, 
could we then pay in the debased coin? 

Mr. HILL. I will make no argument upon the assumption that a 
sovereign worthy to be a sovereign will exercise his power to debase 
the coin. The Senator willexcuse me. I will assume that a sovereign 
will be honest, fair, and just. 

Now, I assert that the Congress of 1270 could not have said what 
should be the coin of the United States when these bonds fell due, 
because that would have been abdicating its great sovereign power 
for thirty years. The question what shall be the coin of a country 
is one of the highest exercises of power; and can it be said that the 
question whether the United States at any given period of its exist- 
ence shall have gold for its coin, or gold and silver for its coin, either 
one or both for its coin, shall be a matter of contract with credit 
ors? Wouldthe United States as a sovereign power go into the mar- 
ket and barter away its sovereignty to borrow a little money and say, 
‘‘We will agree that the coin of to-day shall be the coin of ten years 
hence, or the coin of fifteen years hence, or the coin of chirty years 
hence?” Senators, this is an absurdity. The act of July 14, 1570, 
therefore, simply meant to say that these bonds are payable when 
payable—that is, payable when due—in coin, not in paper, not in 
bullion. What coin? That which under the laws of the sovereign 
power shall be coin when they are due. I aflirm that that is the legal 
construction of these words. But what shall be the value of that 
coin? Ah! there comes the question. The creditor should not take 
all the risks. The agreement was that he should be paid in coin at 


coin.” 
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“its present standard value,” that is, its value at the date of the act. 
Very well: you say now that this bond is payable in gold and silver 
the coin of the United States at the date of the act was gold 
and silver. That does not follow. The act does not say whether the 
coin shall be gold and silver or gold or silver. It simply says it shall 


because 
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be paid “in coin.” In ten years, fifteen years, thirty years, when 
s these bonds respectively become due, they are payable in whatever | 
Th) is then the coin of the United States, but that coin must be paid to 
a Raat the bondholder at its value in July, 1570. That is, suppose, for in- | 
27; stance, the coin of the United States when the bond falls due is gold 
: ; alone, then the bond is payable in gold alone at the standard value 
ry) of gold at the date of the passage of the act of July 14, 1570. 
AB Mr. MERRIMON. Suppose it is silver. 
ni Mr. HILL. If, when the bond falls due, the coin of the United 
& / States is silver, then the bond is payable in silver at the standard | 
ek? value of silver on the 14th of July, 1870. So, whether the bond shall 
: be payable in gold or silver, either one or both, depends not upon the 
{ law of to-day but upon the coinage law at the time the bond is due. 
SER Mr. SAULSBURY. Allow me to ask a question. It has been said 
, ai in argument that the bond may be paid in the coin ef other countries 





j ot as well as the coin of this country, provided it is of the value of our 

big coin at the time of the act of July 14, 1°70. I should like to know 
ies are the Senator’s view on that question. 

i i} | Mr. HILL. I am speaking now by the courtesy of the Senator from 
i Seat Iowa, and I do not wish to go into that question. I am simply stat- 
{ re ing why I feel compelled under the legal construction of this resolu- 
‘ i3 tion to vote against it. 1 cannot vote for it. ; 
ee Mr. HEREFORD. What difference does it make what the coin 
\ler: may be, provided the standard value is fixed at so many grains? 

1 What diflerence does 1t make if the standard value is somany grains? 

yes Mr. HILL. It makes all the difference, because coin is not only a 
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thing of value buta thing of king. Coin may be gold alone; coin 
may be silver alone; coin may be gold and silver both. If when 
this bond falls due the only coin of the United States by law is gold, 
{ then the bond is payable only in gold. If the coin of the United 
States is silver alone, then the bond is payable only insilver. Ifthe 
coin of the United States is gold and silver, the bond is payable in 






gold or silver, at the option of the Government. 
Mr. MATTHEWS. Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to in- 
terrupt him a moment to ask a question ? 
¥ : Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 
a Mr. MATTHEWS. Suppose on the day when the act of 1870 was 
way 4 passed the gold dollar contained 25.8 grains of gold, how many 
i grains of gold would be necessary to pay off the bonds dollar for dol- 
ca lar when they mature ten, twenty, or thirty years hence ? 
ey Mr. HILL. Twenty-five and eight-tenths grains to the dollar. 
Ma That is a very simple question. 
rte Mr. MATTHEWS. Now, suppose on the 14th of July, 1870, the 
aH silver dollar contained 412} grains of silver, how many grains of 
a silver would be an honorable payment of that obligation when it 


ah becomes due ? 


Mr. HILL. If silver is a coin when the obligation becomes due, 
4124 grains to the dollar. 


te Mr. MATS HEWS. Then what objection is there to making it a 
coin ? 
Mr. HILL. Ah, I will answer the gentleman that. You must 


allow me to say, sir, With all due deference to the great men of this 
‘ conntry, that we seem to be engaged in child’s play. Can you say 
ay now what shall be the coin thirty years hence? I am not willing to 
shy to-day what the bonds are payable in; that is, lam not willing 
to say whether the coin of thirty years hence will be gold and silver, 
beet I am no prophet; I cannot tell. 1 cannot say as a Sena- 
tor, nor can this Senate say, that twenty years hence or thirty years 
hence the coin of the United States shall be gold and silver, because 
we have no power to bind the legislation of that day ahead. We 
have no power now to say that the next Congress shall not change 
the coin in kind as well as quality. We have no right to say so. 
Each Congress must determine that for itself; and you are here, ten 
years, fifteen years, and thirty years in advance of the time when 
your bonds become due, declaring what they are payable in; that is, 
you are declaring what the coin shall be. You see precisely where I 
put the question. Suppose you do say to-day that the coin shall be 
gold al If you do say that, then if the bond were due to-day it 
would be payable in gold because you have obligated yourself to pay 
in coin. Now, if the Government wants to pay its bonds in either 
gold or silver when they become due, all it has to do is to make its 
coin of gold and silver both. The power is in the United States to 
bind the bondholder, and he has agreed in 1870 that thirty years after 
that date he will take payment for his bond in coin of the value of 
the coin at that day, of the standard value of 1870. The agreement 
is not that he shall take gold coin, not that he shall take silver coin, 
buat that he shall take coin. The mistake we are making is in now 
endeavoring to settle in advance what kind of coin it shall be. 

I say the legislation of the future alone can settle that. If we 
settle in that day, ten, fifteen, or thirty years hence, that the coin of 
the United States shall be gold alone, the bonds will be payable in 
gold; if gold and silver, the bonds will be payable in gold and silver ; 
if silver, the bonds will be payable in silver; but the creditor is safe, 
the creditor is protected, for whatever changes may be wrought in 
the relative value of these metals he is entitled to payment in coin 
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at the standard value of 1870. The United States may raise » 
standard ; they may lower their standard ; they may let the vce - 
remain; but the simple obligation to the creditor is, “We yi)) 
by changing our standard, by lowering or raising our st +. 
value, affect your contract ; but the sovereign power to dec 
coin is we do not say to you we will not exercise.” 

Mr. HEREFORD, I should like to ask my friend from (.. 
this question: If the people in their sovereign capacity should am, 
their Constitution which now provides that gold and silver gj.) | 
coined, and make iron coin and provide that that should be the, 
stitutional coin of the United States, at the date of the waturi, 
these bonds, could they be paid in iron ? 2 

Mr. HILL. My friend could make his question a great dea] styo, 
if he would vary it a little. . 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will you answer it? 

Mr. HILL. I will answer it. My friend could make his guys 
a great deal stronger if he would suppose the people of the U) 
States would change their Constitution and make their coin oy; ,; 
flint-rock. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. HEREFORD. That is no answer. 

Mr. HILL. I say to my friend, with all due deference, that jf +) 
nation chooses to disgrace itself it can do it. ‘ 

Mr. HEREFORD. That is no answer to the question. 

Mr. HILL. I say that I cannot answer a question based upon thy 
assumption that the people of the United States will be both dishoyes 
and devoid of sense. I say to my friend that I never answer extrey, 
or supposititious cases which assume that the people of the Uni 
States will be dishonest or unreasonable. I suppose we must al) gs. 
sume that according to the history ot commercial and civilized nations 
the standard coin will be either gold or silveror both. Those are the 
metals which have been agreed upon by all civilized countries to |y 
the coin. Whether that coin shall consist of one or two metals 
whether it shall be the double or single standard, is the great mooted 
question. When this contract was made the coin was double. 4 
day the coin of the United States is single. What it will be tive, tey, 
or twenty years hence I do not know. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Let me make a suggestion to my friend. Be. 
cause the Government has sovereign power to change its coinage, it 
was provided in these bonds that payment should be in gold and 
silver, as much as if it was written out in those words in the bond, 
of a certain weight. 

Mr. HILL. That is the very point I am discussing. The act does 
not say the bond shall be payable in gold or silver of a certain weight 
Mr. MERRIMON. In connection with the coinage law, it does. 
Mr. HILL. It says they shall be paid in coin. Both gold an 

silver at that day were coin, but I say the Congress of the Unit 
States could not bind its sovereign power not to change its coin, and 
the whole question depends on this, whether the word “ preseu 
here qualifies the word “coin” or the word “ yalue.” 

Mr. MERRIMON. It fixed the weight. 

Mr. HILL. Yes, but it did not say it should be of gold alone or of 
gold and silver. There is no obligation in the contract or in the act 
of 1870 to compel the United States to have silver for its coin twen! 
years afterward or gold for its coin twenty years afterward. Th 
United States can have what it pleases for its coin, always governed 
by rules of justice, reason, and right; but whatever that coin lx 
the bond must be payable in it, and it must be pay able in the stand- 
ard value of that coin at the date of that act of 1570. 

Mr. WALLACE. If the sovereign restores silver to-day as a lega 
tender, as the Senator admits it may, makes it part of the coinage, 
would it be in violation of the public faith or in derogation of tx 
rights of the public creditor ? 

Mr. HILL. I say not; unquestionably not. Isay that if we in the 
exercise of our power choose to restore silver as a coin, we have the 
right to do it and the bonds are still payable in coin. I differ with 
those gentlemen who say it is in derogation of the rights of the cre 
itor or in violation of the public faith; but I do say this, and ther 
I wish to be understood: in determining what shall be the coi, 
whether the coin of acountry shall be gold or silver or both, we ought 
not to consider what the debt of that country is. The question ast 
what shall be the coin of a country ought to be determined by other 
considerations, which I will not now enter into. All I do now Is te 
make the point that the word “present” in the act of 1570 qualities 
the words “standard value” and not the word “coin.” _ It leaves the 
United States free to fix its coin at the single or double standard 
it pleases and to change it as often as it pleases, and it makes t 
bonds payable in coin, whatever is coin, but they must be paid! 
that coin at its value in 1870. 5 

I have seen such contracts made between individuals. You - 
see them now. When the greenback currency was appreciating,’ 
have drawn many a note “* payable in greenbacks at the preset 
value.” You can see some old notes in Virginia payable in todac 
at a given price, sometimes payable in tobacco at the present priv 
fixing the present price. There the word “ present ” does not quan’) 
“tobacco.” When you write a note now “ I promise to pay A BSI, 
payable in greenback currency at its present value, the word “ = 
ent” fixes the value of the greenback. Suppose I use a more gener 
term and say “I promise to pay you so much money in paper curren®) 
at present value ;” I must pay you in paper currency. The wor 
“coin” here was not used for the purpose of declaring that the com 
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of the United States was gold or silver or gold and silver. The word 
> was used in this case for the purpose of negativing the idea 
would pay in currency or that we would pay in bullion ; that 
We will pay in coin, reserving, as every sovereign power has 
the right to reserve, the authogity to make its coin what it pleases. 
Therefore 1 cannot vote for the resolution, not because of the reason 
icon by my friend from Pennsylvania when he asked me whether it 
11 be a Violation of the public faith; but you ask me to declare 
« resolution that these bonds are redeemable in gold and silver. 
whetherthey are redeemable in gold and silver depends entirely 
nether gold and silver shall be the coin of the United States 
on the bonds are redeemable and paid. They are not payable now. 
»not say What they are redeemable in to-day, because they are 
+ redeemable to-day. I cannot say what they will be payable in 
wenty years hence or thirty years hence, because I do not know 
ehat tbe nation may then declare to be its coin. 
“Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I did not intend to offer any remarks 
“this resolution of the Senator from Ohio when the debate began, 
nd I shall only oceupy a brief time now to correct what I conceive to 
he some erroneous impressions as to the effect of the remonetization 
of silver. I regret exceedingly that the Senator from Ohio has seen 
or ner to antagonize his resolution to what I conceive to be the main 
syestion before the Senate, namely, what shall be done with silver; 
whether or not silver shall again take its place as a part of the money 
of the United States, because, unless that shall take place by authority 
of law, the bonds of the United States must by force of existing stat- 
utes be paid in gold coin. s 
| regret that we have not discussed the main question first, for 
another reason, because all the argument thus far against the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Ohio is based on the idea that it is the 
intention of this Senate and the people of this country to place as 
money a coin Which will be intrinsically less in value than the gold 
coin that we now have in circulation. I believe if we had dis- 
cussed first the question of the remonetization of silver and the 
method of that remonetization we should have saved ourselves much 
of the discussion with reference to the relative values between gold 
and silver at thismoment. The argument of the Senator from Dela- 
ware [Mr. BAYARD] to-day was based wholly upon the idea that, if 
we recoined silver with 412} grains of standard silver as the dollar, 
that coin, when in circulation, will not be equal in value to the gold 
dollar now in circulation. Thus the Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. 


« eoin’ 
that we 
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BaYARD,] in his exhaustive treatment of this subject, assumes that 
the effect of legislation yet to take place will be that a silver dollar 
as a measure of value and instrument of exchange will not be equal 


toa gold dollar. 

It seems to me if the silver dollar of 412} grains shall be equal in 
this country to the gold dollar of 25.8 grains, either from the fact 
that we limit the coinage of silver or from the fact that we limit the 
legal-tender quality of silver or from any other fact, then the argu- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware as to the effect on the public 
credit will fail. And in order to make his argument stronger, he 
asked the question whether or not there was any place in the world 
now where 4124 grains of standard silver were equal to 25.8 grains 
of standard gold. I can point him to a place where a less number of 
grains of silver, namely, 400 grains of standard silver, are equivalent 
to 25.8 grains of standard gold. That place is the Bank of France, 
which it is said holds in its vaults to-day more than $300,000,000 of 
gold and a little less than $200,000,000 of silver. You take a note of 
the Bank of France to that bank, and you receive for it, as you de- 
sire, either gold or silver or both, with a relative value of 15} of the 
one to 1 of the other, whereas the standard that we propose isa 
standard equal to 16 to 1. So you may go to Gefmany to-day and 
you will find if you take a two-thaler piece to the German govern- 
ment that they will give you in gold its equivalent at the rate of 154 
to 1. So that there is something more in this question than the 
meré question of the commercial value of gold as compared with 
silver in the markets of the world, which means simply the bullion 
price of silver in the London market. 

Now, Mr. President, it seems to me there has been great confusion 
with reference to this matter of our coinage. I admit it is a delicate 
and difficult question and should only be changed or touched after 
fall debate and upon the strongest considerations of public necessity. 
For myself I would not by any. act of this Congress se regulate the 
value of money as that in this country a dollar in silver would be 
less than a dollar in gold as an instrument of exchange or measure 
oivalue. If I understood the Senator from Delaware correctly, he 
's in favor of the remonetization of silver in some form. He surely 
's hot in favor of such remonetization as will compel the people of 
‘his country to take a debased dollar in silver; he, I am sure, will be 
in favor of such remonetization as will place these two metals in this 
country practically at par with each other upon some relative basis, 
and which will insure the circulation of both and make them inter- 
( mangeable 80 far as legislation can effect this object. 
machint reference to the question oi the obligation of the Gov- 
think that pay the present indebtedness either in gold or silver, I 
the aueke . — not so much upon what may be the currency of 
these obli y nt ay as what will be the money of the country when 
pelled gations are payable. But in the mean time we are com- 

«to pay semi-annually the interest upon these obligations, and 
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the money in which this interest is paid should be the money con- 
templated by the contract under which the bonds were issued. 

If we look back to the history of the coinage of this country, we 
shall find that the silver dollar was in existenre when the Constitu- 
tion was framed. It was at that time the unit of money and the 
sole measure of value. By the law of 1786, 375.64 grains of fine 
silver constituted the dollar and the money unit of the United 
States. That was prior to the adoption of the Constitution. Eagles 
and half eagles were authorized by the same act to be coined. After 
the adoption of the Constitution in 1792 the Congress of the United 
States changed this coinage, but it did not change the unit of value 
or the money of account; and I assert without fear of successful 
contradiction that up to 1873, so far as the law was concerned, the 
silver dollar of 371} grains of pure silver was the unit of value in 
this country and the legal money of account, and it was only changed 
by the law of the 12th of February, 1873, when the gold dollar of 
25.8 grains was made the unit of value and the money of account 
and the further coinage of the old silver dollar was prohibited. 

Therefore every bond issued prior to that time was issued upon the 
basis of the money unit of the silver dollar. While nominally we 
had, it is true, a double standard—that is, gold and silver were botha 
legal tender—yet the silver dollar was the money of account and the 
unit of value, and those who purchased our bonds could not have 
contemplated at any time that silver was to be no longer a part of 
the money of this country. 

It is said that it was not a part of the money ef this country when 
the act of 1873 was passed, because during the period from 1861 to 
1°73 it did not form a part of the metallic currency of the country. 
Why did it not? By the act of 1792 we fixed the relation of silver 
to gold as15 to 1. We overvalued silver and undervalued gold. It 
is true these two metals circulated side by side in this country for 
some time afterward, I believe until about 1220; but the chief cir 
culation was silver, not only silver dollars of our own coinage, but 
Mexican dollars and Spanish dollars; so that silver constituted the 
principal coin circulation of the country up to about 1820. When the 
governmentof Great Britain established the single gold standard, then 
the gold gradually left this country until 1832, when according to the 
report of the Director of the Mint made in that year (which I have 
before me, but which I will not stop to read) there was estimated to 
be $30,000,000 of silver coin in this country and only about $500,000 
of gold coin. Yet the Senator from Delaware tells us that there never 
has been an instance where our bonds were paid in silver. Can it be 
possible that the great debt which was created by the necessities of 
the war with Great Britain in 1812, and which was liquidated between 
that time and 1835, was not paid in silver, or upon the basis of silver 
valuation, because in 1830, 1531, 1632, and 1833, gold as compared with 
silver in this country was at a premium ranging from 8 to 10 per 
cent.? Silver was the money of account; all transactions were based 
upon silver; all the Government transactions as well as individual 
transactions were conducted in that money. The very fact that gold 
was not the money of account was the reason why in 1834, when the 
coinage was changed, the gold dollar was reduced in value, instead 
of advancing the value of the silver dollar; $71} grains of pure sil 
ver constituted the dollar of account and the unit of value. It 
argued by the men who discussed the question in that day that it 
would not do to debase the coinage by reducing the value of the 
unit, and therefore they changed the gold dollar, so that it was worth 
64 per cent. less than it was before that law was passed. In other 
words, all the debts of this country were scaled down by the law of 
1834 to the extent of 6} per cent. if they were to be paid in the new 
gold coins authorized by the act of 1834, which changed the relation 
of 15 to 1, to 16 to 1. 

What was the effect of thus reducing the value of the gold dol 
lar? The effect of it of course was to crive silver out of the coun 
try, but silver still continued to be the money unit by law. The 
silver went out of the country gradually until 1849, when it had so 
passed from circulation that Congress found it necessary to, for the 
tirst time, authorize the coinage of agold dollar. It is true, as stated 
by the Senator from Delaware, that Alexander Hamilton in his report 
upon the Mint in 1791 recommended that the unit of value should 
be based upon both metals; but Congress did not adopt his recom- 
mendation. He recommended that the unit should be based upon 
both metals, and therefore recommended the coinage of a gold dollar 
and a silver dollar as well; but when Congress passed the Mint act of 
1792 they omitted the recommendation of Mr. Hamilton, and contin- 
ued the unit of value upon the silver dollar established in 1786, reduc- 
ing the number of fine grains of silver from 375.64 to 371} grains. 

In 1849 the coinage of a gold dollar was authorized, but that coin- 
age was not made the unit of value, nor was gold coin made the 
money of account by law. Then again in 1253 this gold dollar was 
found not nt to supply the wants of the people in the 
way of small currency, and it became necessary for Congress to de- 
base the fractional silver coins in order to keep them in circulation. 
The law of 1853 was passed for that reason; and from that time for- 
ward our debased silver coin continued in circulation, and the silver 
dollar, being undervalued, was not coined at the Mint, because the 
holders of silver bullion could make a profit by exporting to countries 
where silver was more highly valued as compared with gold ; but by 
law the silver dollar remained the unit of value and a full legal 
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tender until the act of February 12, 1873, made the gold dollar the | 


unit of value. Of course, the practice of the country was to esti- 
mate all values upon gold coin before 1860 and after 1850, because that 
became, owing to its overvaluation, the chief metallic currency of 
the country. 

Theretore I take it for granted that, so far as the law is concerned, 
the purchasers of our bonds must have understood that both gold and 
silver constituted the coin of this country. They not only under- 
stood it from the law itself, but from the statements and representa- 


tions of the men who at the time negotiated these loans on behalf of | 


the Government. I have here a report made by Mr. Chase, then Sec- 


discusses at some length a paper money, and then says: 


hoe Secretary recommends, therefore, no mere paper-money scheme, but, on the 


contrary, a series of measures looking to a safe and gradual return to gold and 
silver as the only permanent basis, standard, and measure of values recognized by 
the Constitution, between which and an irredeemable paper currency, as he be- 
lieves, the choice is now to be made. 


Therefore the Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual report, after | 


a large loan had been negotiated by him in 1862, under the act of 
February 25, 1862, states that the money of this country must be the 
constitutional money of the nation, namely, gold and silver. 

But the people abroad who purchased our bonds labored under no 
mistake with reference to the laws of this country. In 1867 there was 
an international monetary conference in France, at which conference 
the United States were represented under the authority of the Secre- 
tary of State. The American delegate in that conference undertook 
to make the assembled delegates from the nations of the earth believe 
that in this country we had but a single standard. I read from the 
report of Samuel B. Ruggles, made to Secretary Seward: 

Mr. Ruggles excused himself from voting— 

Upon an important question— 
because he does not understand the question. The United States would not con- 
sent to accept any fixed relation between gold and silver. The double standard is 
abolished when this relation no longer exists. 

Phe president— 

The president of that conference— 
reminded Mr. Ruggles that the double standard still exists in the United Stateo, 
and of course the relation between gold and silver, which is 1 to 16. 

There were representatives from all or nearly all of the civilized 
nations of the world assembled in the city of Paris with a view of es- 
tablishing an international money, and with a view of having a uni- 
formity of money, at which the president of that conference reminded 
the American delegate that we had in this country a double standard— 
silver and gold—and that the relation fixed was 16 to 1. 

Can it be claimed, then, that the purchasers of our bonds from 1860 
to 1973, if you please, were ignorant of the character of our legisla- 
tion with reference tothe coin of our country? The chief purchasers 
of our bonds between 1861 and 1573 were Holland, Germany, and 
France, and in each and all of these countries the single silver stand- 
ard existed, or the double standard of silver and gold. Germany, by 
the conference of 1857, established the single standard of silver. They 
never changed that standard in the slightest degree until 1871. There- 
fore, when Germany became the purchaser of our United States bonds, 
Germany had a sole silver standard, and knew nothing, so far as the 
money of account was concerned, of gold at all. France had the 
double standard and Holland had the singlestandard ofsilver. Surely, 
then, it cannot be claimed for a single moment, it seems to me, that 
because of the undervaluation of silver, because at that time it was 
worth more than gold, our statute laws did not contemplate as the 
coins of this country both silver and gold and the established rela- 
tion by the law of 1834 of 16 to 1. 

As I said before, the whole argument of the Senators who oppose 
this resolution is based upon the idea that 4124 grains of silver will 
not be worth as much as 25.8 grains of gold. That will depend upon 
the legislation hereafter to take place. Whois there that doubts for 
a moment but that if we limit carefully the amount of the coinage 
of silver that coinage will be at par with gold? I need not go back 
into the musty past for the proof of this statement. I have here be- 
fore me the report of the Secretary of the Treasury for this year, in 
which he recommends that the limit of $50,000,000 shall be taken 
olf the present debased silver coinage of this country. Now only 
$50,000,000 of the present debased coin, half dollars, and so forth, can 
be coined. He says that the limit should be taken off. Why? 

It is submitted that the limitation upon the amount of such fractional coin to be 
issued in exchange for United States notes should be repealed. This coin is readily 
taken, is in great favor with the people, its issue is profitable to the Government, 
and experience has shown that en is no difficulty in maintaining it at par with 


United States notes. 

I heard the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL] the other day 
say that we proposed here to establish a coinage which would be 
worth 5 per cent. less than the present greenbacks ; yet here is the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury which tells us that a coinage 
debased 26.7 grains to the dollar, as compared with the proposed 
coinage, passes now at par with greenbacks; and he wishes the limit 
removed in order that the people of this country may have more of 
this debased circulation. 

Great Britain— 

He argues— 


with a population of thirty-two millions, maintains an inferior fractional coin to 
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the amount of $92,463,500 at par with gold, and other nations m 


7 aintain a py 
larger per capita amount. an 


mach 
Aw I to understand in answer to this that it is because this is f 
tional currency that we can maintain it at par in coin : 
are fractional dollars or parts of a dollar, and therefore we egy , 
tain this circulation? My answer is that these dollars to a very |... 
extent will perform the same function and office, 
statute laws and what do you find? 
lute prohibition apon State banking. 


There is an absolute prohibition in our national-banking law g 
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| the circulation of notes under five dollars after specie payments. 
retary of the Treasury, on the 1st of December, 1862, in which he | 


be resumed ; and there is in the law with reference to the | 
States notes a provision that the Secretary of the Treasury may jx 
United States notes in such denominations as he may choose, ‘jy, 
fore, if we have a Secretary of the Treasury who is in favor of y+), 
drawing from circulation one and two dollar United States note 
shall be in this country placed in a position where we can haye , 
money for the transaction of the small affairs under five dolla 
unless that money be silver, as the dollar gold coins on account of the 
size cannot be brought into circulation. Whois there that does yo; 
believe under that system we can circulate from one hundred to oy, 
hundred and fifty millions of silver dollars and maintain them at 
with whatever may be the gold coin in this country or the standay, 
of value? ? 

A limited amount of silver can surely maintain itself at par wit 
gold coin as it does maintain itself at par with gold coin to-day jy 
France, in Belgium, in Holland, and in the Netherlands. Seventy. 
two millions of people in the heart of Europe to-day, busy, actiy; 
energetic people, make no distinction in their business transactioys 
between silver and gold. They are equally received as legal tendey 
they are paid out by the great banks on the ratio of 154 to 1, and no: 
16 to 1, as proposed by the silver bill. 

I assume, then, that Senators who say we mean to establish a 
based coinage simply because in some way we propose hereafter 
coin a silver dollar are assuming a material element in the pro})| 
not yet shown to be true. They are assuming that we intend 
future legislation to coin such a dollar as will be of less value t 
the gold dollar. As I said before, that depends upon so many «: 
tions to be settled in the future that an argument cannot be bu 
upon it. For myself 1 am in favor of limiting the amount: 
silver coinage in this country for the time being; and the bil! which 
is now on your table, Mr, President, with reference to silver proposes 
to limit the coinage of silver to $2,000,000 as the minimun ; 
$4,000,000 as the maximum per month, so that the extent of th 
coinage, assuming that the maximum will be coined, could not: 
$50,000,000 per annum, and most probably will not exceed $30,000) 
per annum, and in the mean time I hope we can secure an agreen 
of nations which will justify a free coinage of both metals at su 
fixed relations with each other as will make them interchangeab 
without premium or discount, through the medium of a monetar 
conference of nations. 

I listened with interest to the statement made by the Senator frou 
Alabama [Mr. MorGaN] upon this very point the other day. H 
said that silver was especially the favorite money of the colored rac 
in the South. Who does not believe that if it is made a legal tender 
or rather if silver dollars are coined, these colored people, like t 
people of China and the East Indies, will heard this money in co 
siderable sums, so that we shall be able to go on coining at the ra 
of $30,000,000 per annum for many years to come without disturbing 
the relative value between silver and gold ? 

But what has been necessary in order to reduce the price of silver! 
Great Britain circulates, asthe Secretary of the Treasury reports li 
$93,000,000 of silver. In order to keep that in circulation it debased 
it 7 per cent. and a fraction below the ordinary gold coinage. 5 
Germany by her coinage act of 1873, in order to keep silver in circu 
lation in that country, authorized a debased silver coin to the extent 
of nearly $100,000,000. 

So it seems that, although silver is temporarily reduced in j 
all the nations in the world have found it necessary in the pas 
debase their silver below the ratio of 154 to 1 in order to keep itu 
circulation at all. 

It is not my purpose to enter into a discussion of the main ques 
with reference to the remonetization of silver, but 1 believe (and 
is only a belief stated upon the best examination that I ca 
that with a bill for the remonetization of silver, with prop 
tions and conditions, it can be maintained at par with gold 
the ratio of 16 to 1 as now proposed. And if the Latin Umno 
called) will unite with us in favor of the double standard for as 
of years, I believe we can maintain silver at the ratio of 15} to! 

This brings me, Mr. President, to a consideration of the langua: 
the law of 1870, wherein it is stated that these bonds must 
in “coin of the present standard value.” What did that me 
That language was not put in there without a purpose, becatise © 
was a carefully prepared law. It was inserted there because for | 
or three years before in this Chamber there was an agitation favor 
ing the reduction of the gold dollar so as to assimilate it to the tve 
frane piece. This Paris monetary conference, which Mr. Raggies 
attended, recommended an international monetary unit of gold o! 
value which should be equal to the five-franc piece containing ~ 
grams of standard silver. Mr. Ruggles came home from that con- 
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tere 


and he enlisted the then chairman of the Committee on 
Finance in the Senate and now the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. 
Sherman, who brought in a bill here, which will be found on the 
f lea, proposing an actual a of the gold dollar 34 per cent. 
‘The now Secretary of the reasury, the then chairman of the Com- 
ttee on Finance, urged upon the Senate in an able report in 186869 
+ the gold dollar should be thus reduced in order to assimilate it 
the monetary system of France. The then Senator from New York, 
ernol Morgan, also a member of the Committee on Finance at the 


6 ibject, 


q,overwri 2 ; . ° . 

». introduced a minority report, in which he opposed any change 
+ ony system of coinage. That bill was pressed here session after 
cession and year after year by the chairman of the Committee on 


Finanee, and in the debates and in his report he undertook to draw a 
a stinction between the relations of private debtors and creditors 
nd the relations of Government creditors and the Government. He 
nndertook to exempt from the operation of his law the Government 
bonds of the United States, but at the same time, by the very provis- 
ions of his bill, he was sealing down all the other creditors of this 
country to the extent of 34 per cent., as our legislation in 1834 scaled 
down all debts to be paid in gold, corporate and private, 6} per cent. 
Yet Mr. Sherman wanted to exempt the Government from the opera- 
tion of this debasing or reducing the value of the gold coin. He 
wished to exempt all the Government obligations, if I remember the 
pill rightly ; Lhave not looked at it forsome weeks. I am very sure 
that his report made that recommendation. 

When the re-funding act of 1870 came to be passed the then chair- 
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| sacred obligations of the Government. 


man of the Committee on Finance, the House of Representatives and | 


‘he Senate concurring, thought it was necessary to incorporate in 
that law a provision whereby, if any future change should take 
ice in our monetary laws, either assimilating the gold dollar to the 
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nce and made a lengthy report to the Secretary of State upon the | than I do that gold has risen in price as well as silver has fallen. 


That seems to be quite natural, because the value of silver and gold 
does not depend, as was said, I believe, by the Senator from Dela- 
ware, wholly upon the cost of production ; it depends upon the supply 
and demand as well. Who does not know that if gold was demone- 
tized by all the nations it would fall in price as compared with com- 
modities? Who does not know that if all the nations demonetized 
silver it would fall in price still more? Therefore the value of these 
two metals as money depends upon their use as money. If all the 
nations use both gold and silver, they will have an increased value. 
If all the nations discard one metal and not the other, the discarded 
metal will be reduced in value, because it could not be used except 
for the purposes of the arts. 

In arguing this quest 


lon those 


who have argued it thus far assume 
as a part ot the argument that the proposition to come hereafter is 
to debase the silver coinage below the gold coinage of the country. 
That is a mere assumption, , 





and therefore I regret exceedingly for 
myself that the Senator from Ohio has introduced this proposition in 
advance of the main proposition, which is the remonetization of sil- 
ver, iz order that we might see after that bill is perfected and passed 
the character of its provisions, the extent to which we propose to use 
silver; and then we could better judge whether one-half the Senate 
or one-half the people of this country are in favor of repudiating the 
I represent a State which is 
as loyal to the credit of this nation as any State in the Union. We 
intend, so far as 1 know and can speak for the temper of the people, 
that the obligations of this Government shall be fulfilled in their letter 
and in their spirit; that there shall be no repudiation, partially or 


| wholly, but that whatever we have agreed to do we will do according 


yound sterling or to the five-franc piece, in that event the bonds of | 


e United States stould be exempted from the provisions of the law. 


to mean anything else in legal contemplation than that all the bonds 
sued under that act should either be paid in dollars of 4124 grains 

{ standard silver or 25.8 grains of standard gold. In other words, 

cuaranteed to the creditor that no fluctuations or changes in the 

1c of money as compared with commodities should affect the value 


| to violate the sacred oblig 


lheretore it was that that provision did mean and cannot be tortured | the people of Iowa will guard as safely aud as well the credit of this 


these bonds, but that we should pay them in this money or in the | 


valent of this money. 
Of course What was said by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. HILL] 
ibsolutely true: that the power of this nation to control its coin- 
is absolute through Congress. We can make gold, as I believe, 
only coin, or the principal coin, of our country ; we can make it 
unit of value or we can change the unit of value, as we did in 
} to gold, back again from gold to silver,and place it where it 
tood from 1786 to 1873, making the unit of value the-silver dollar. 
but if we do that we shall not assimilate our silver coin to that of 
France and reduce the number of grains of fine silver in a dollar so 
far as these bonds are concerned, but if we make the silver the only 
metal coined in this country we snall give them of standard silver 
1124 grains to the dollar; or,if we continue the gold dollar as the 
init of value, they shall have 25.8 grains of standard gold to repre- 
sent a dollar. 

It seems to me there is no law that is plainer than this. In order 
toattempt to predict what will be the future value of silver in this 
country and otber countries, we must enter into a discussion of the 
causes Which led to the decline of silver. The same causes operating 
in the converse direction will undoubtedly have the effect to increase 
the value of silver. Ido not wish to express any judgment of my 
own upon that question, and will only express the judgment of one 
or two of the most eminent men who have discussed this subject. 
Walter Bagehot, a writer of eminence in England, gave his testimony 
on this subject before the House of Commons committee on the de- 
preciation of silver, and he undertook to say, in answer to a question 
propounded by one of the members, that if the Latin Union, so called, 
vould resume the free coinage of silver it would fall back again to its 
t price or nearly so; or rather he puts it in another form and says, 
if the Latin Union had not discontinued the coinage of silver, silver 

ould not have fallen. Therefore, in the judgment of one of the 

ost eminent men who have gtudied this question, the reopening of 

* mints of France, Belgium, Holland, and Italy to the free coinage 

silver will have the effect to restore silver to its former position 

1 Value or nearly so. Now, if we add the United States, with a 


to the letter of the law and according to the spirit of the law. There- 
fore it will not do to say that one section of this country by propos 
ing simply a remonetization of silver in a modified form is proposing 
ations of this Government. I believe that 





nation with reference to its finances and in reference to ail other 
questions as will the people of any other State, and as I understand 
their purpose and spirit thus to be I will endeavor, so far as I can by 
my votes upon all financial questions that may come before us for 
consideration and action, to represent these views with fidelity. 

Mr. President, when the silver bill is before the Senate for debate, 


| I shall endeavor to present some considerations favoring the remon 


ation of forty-five millions, with an active and energetic people, | 


Germany ? 


In other words, if we restore silver shall we not practically place 
ireulation and in use an equivalent of the amount of silver de- 
*netized by the action of the German government? It must be 
me mbered that for twenty-seven years we have not absorbed at 
whey silver to any considerable extent. We undervalued it and 
. i rom circulation, and then banished both gold and silver by 
-— ane of legal-tender paper. It will not do to assume that the re- 
=o of silver with the old relation under proper restrictions 
a a lous will not have the effect to make silver equal to gold 
- it isclaimed by many who understand this quéstion better 


I 


‘ 





(tered over half a continent, is it not fairly to be presumed that | 
action of this Government will be a fair offset to the action of | 


etization of that metal upon such a basis as will keep both goid and 
silver in circulation in this country practically at par with each 
other, and I hope that question will be considered before final action 
is taken upon the resolutions proposed by the honorable Senator from 
Ohio. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, it my intention to partici- 
pate in this debate. With the Senator from lowa I regret that this 
resolution has been thrust in for consideration before the action of 
the Senate upon what is known the silver bill; and when that 
bill shall come up, like the Senator from Iowa, I shall desire to ex 
press ny views upon its merits. Ido not desire to enter at length 
into this debate. It has been a painful one to me. I think that that 
which will most attract attention outside of this Chamber is the evi- 
dent spirit which animates it, the contrast which it will force upon 
the people and all who read this debate between it and the policy of 
the Government toward the national debt hitherto. 

The fact that we are searching to see if it be possible within the 
letter of the law to find some easier way than hitherto to discharge 
the public debt is that which it seems to me will have a most un 
pleasant and disastrous effect. Hitherto it has been the effort of the 
Government to so shape legislation in relation to the public debt as 
to build it up and inspire increased confidence in our determination 
not only to fulfill it to the letter but in the spirit in which it was 
tendered to the public and in which those who took it parted with 
its equivalent to the Government for it. It is unlike the public debt 
of most of the nations of theearth. It was not contracted ina lavish 
expenditure of the public money for national aggrandizement. It 
was not contracted for any of the many purposes for which the 
nations of the earth have involved t in debt, like Great 
Britain, so great as to pass all present hope of extinguishment. Ii 
had its origin under peculiar circumstances and for peculiar purposes. 
I have no particular desire now to dwell upon those circumstances 
or those purposes beyond saying that it had its origin in a time of 
peril, in a time of necessity, and its great purpose was to 
preserve the life of the nation. It a debt not taken by the 
money-changers of other countries; it was taken at a time when our 
credit abroad was of but little tous. It was a popular loan, 
a patriotic loan. It spread itself out all over the country and went 
into the houses and homes of all who loved their country and were 
ready to part with everything that could be parted with for the sake 
of the country. It was periled by the poor more than by the rich. 
It had many holders who had their little all in it. Many a bond was 
stored away in humble homes, in desks, in closets, in stockings, it 
may be, anywhere; it was that of which the holder was proud as a 
certificate that he had a share in the great work for the sustaining 
of which this debt was created. 

In order to make it secure, in order to make it acceptable, in order 
to make the people contented with it and eager to take it, the Gov- 
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ernment did not sit down and study the easiest methods by which | 


they could, when it became due, discharge it. It was competent 
for the Government to say ia 80 many words, “ We will make this 


bond payable in anything that shall be lawful money when it becomes | 
due and trust to the exigencies and construction of the Constitution | 


to discover how far legislative power under it can carry the Govern- 
ment, at the time it may become due, in discovering out of what 


» wen . 
they can make lawful money.” If it were lawful to issue the green- | 


backs for the purposes of carrying on the war, it was lawful to say, 

We will pay our bonds in lawful money, in greenbacks, in other 
promises to pay.” But that was not the spirit, that was not the wis- 
dom, which controlled and animated the legislation out of which the 


public debt of this country had its origin. Simultaneously with its | 
creation it was thought best, in a different spirit from that out of | 


which resolutions such as the one now before us are born, to solemnly 
pledge the whole of the customs duties of the United States, first, 
that they should be paid in coin, that every dollar of those duties 
should be devoted to the payment of the interest upon these bonds, 
and, next, to the payment into a sinking fund of 1 per cent. each 
year of the whole debt of the nation; so that whoever took these 
bonds should have pointed to him the source from which, year by 
year, in coin, the interest on them should be paid, and that there was 
accumulating, year after year, a fund which of itself would liquidate 
the entire indebtedness of the country before the bonds became due. 
In order to build up the credit of these bonds, in order to give them 
such attraction as would make them sought after and sought for, the 
customs duties were thus pledged. Up to that time the customs 
duties to the Government were almost the entire resources of the 
nation. The internal revenue did not exist at all when that law was 
passed, and it was equivalent to declaring to those who held these 
bonds and gave to the Government in its extremity their equivalent 
for the preservation of its life that the whole revenue of the Gov- 
ernment should be consecrated to the payment, first, of the interest 
and,second,of the principal, whether the current expenses of the 
Government had a dollar left for them or not. It was just as easy 
then, if it were wise, to seek out some easy and different method, if 
it could have been discovered in the letter of the law or of the bond. 

In process of time there sprang up a financial heresy that it was 
just as lawful to pay these bonds in new promises to pay as it was to 
pay them in what was denominated money in the whole commercial 
world. Strange enough this financial heresy had its origin in that 
region where financial heresies have sprung up of late in such mar- 
velous and amazing degree and character. The Government of the 


United States resolved that doubt. They did not resolve it in the | 


spirit of this resolution. They did not set the law officers of the Goy- 
ernment or the legal talent of the still loyal members in the legisla- 
tive halls to subjecting the bond to a microscopic examination to see 
whether by its letter the bond might be discharged in promises to pay 
again; but they resolved that doubt in favor of the bond itself, and 


so resolved it as to build up the credit of the country. In 1869 they | 


put an end to the heresy in that form by declaring to the world that 
what they meant in their bond was that it should be discharged in 
the money of the world. 

Following close upon that came another heresy, springing up very 
nearly where that did, and getting prevalent all over this country, 
that it was lawful for the United States to tax its own bonds, to tax 
them out of existence, and not only out of the market but out of the 
pockets of the men who had taken them and given the country the 
substance and the face value of those bonds. How did the United 
States meet that heresy and that doubt? Call it a doubt, if you 


please, how did they meet it? They so resolved that as to build up 
and further strengthen the public credit by writing across the face | 


of the bond by solemn enactment in 1270 that it was expressly ex- 


empt from all taxation, national, State, or local. In 1875 they pro- | 
claimed again that even the non-interest-bearing obligations, the | 


notes, the promises of the United States, should be paid in coin by 
the Ist of January, 1879. So, throughout, and so all the time, from 
the beginning, the Government of the United States has stood around 
its bonded debt resolved to defend it from every assault, whether it 
came under the pretense of the strict letter of the law and of the 


bond, or in any more aggravated and offensive declaration that it | 


should be wiped out as with a sponge. 


But, sir, it is left to this day and to measures like this resolution to 


turn the attention of the Government into another line of effort. The 
debtor himself proposes to construe his own obligation. In a tribu- 
nal into which he does not summon his creditor, he proposes to de- 


clare himself what it is that he will pay his own bond in when his | 
creditor stands in such relation to him that the creditor can call him 


into no court whatever to enforce his obligation and depends solely 


upon the debtor’s own sense of honor and own disposition to keep in 
the letter and in the spirit the obligation he made. That is the 


peculiar feature of this debate. 


Along with it comes a bill to repeal the provision that we shall pay 
the non-interest-bearing debt of this nation in 1879, although we have 
solemnly declared that we will so do. Side by side with it and hand 
in hand with it comes a bill to provide that the customs duties of 
the country shall be paid no longer in gold, though pledged they had 
been in gold to the payment of the interest upon this public debt, 
but that hereafter they may be liquidated in other and new promises 








es. 

to pay. And recently a bill was introduced into the House of Re: 

| resentatives to abolish the sinking fund itself, upon which, as upon 
a mortgage security, these bonds rest for their foundation and ™ 

their credit. 

These concomitant, associate, kindred measures are the new feat 
ure. I learned with pain that the Senator from Kentucky iM, 
| Beck,] a day or two since, was of impression that it was because of 

a determination on the part of the party to which he belongs to de. 
vote itself to this process of treatment of the public debt ‘that the 
seats upon that side of the Chamber had been filled. I am not qj) 
myself to come to that conclusion. I do not believe that upon that 
side of the Chamber more than upon this it can be possible oe 
idea can prevail that a political party on that side or this eay jy 
built up by a war, open or insidious, covert or otherwise, upon t} 
| public faith of the nation. . ¥ 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I desire just to say this to the Senato, 
| from Massachusetts who referred to me just now, that I made no syed 
| declaration. I will not interrupt him now further than to say that 
when the silver bill comes up for discussion I will state precisely 
what I did say and why I thought we are in the power we now are 

Mr. DAWES. Perhaps the Senator will accommodate me | 
telling me what he said on that occasion. 

Mr. BECK. Iwill. WhatI said was that, so far from the go 
faith of the nation being pledged to adhere to all the infamous acts— 
I emphasized that word—which had been passed in the last ten years 
by the party that has been in power, or we being under any obliga. 
tion to adhere to them, it was because we were opposed to them that 
we were here; and | embrace in that your tariif legislation, the legis 
lation relative to the Southern States, and many other acts that | will 
speak of more definitely, as well as the acts relative to bonds, cur. 
rency, and other matters. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘The Senator was understood to use language hay- 
| ing the interpretation which I put upon it, from this faet— 

Mr. BECK. I will make it very plain when I have an oppor. 
| tunity. 

|} Mr. DAWES. From this faet: he was arraigning the disti 

| guished democratic Senator from New York [Mr. KERNAN] for want 
of party fealty in a very able speech of that Senator in defense of 
the public credit. The Senator from Kentucky was discussing the 
several measures of the Government in reference to public credit; 
| and although the Senator, as he says now, doubtless had also other 
| arrows in his quiver than those particular ones, there was not any 
legislation of the Government for the last fifteen years upon which 
the credit and faith of the nation have grown up to make 4 per 
cent. bonds above par in the markets of the world that the Senator 
from Kentucky excepted from his general denunciation ; but I take 
the Senator’s own explanation ef it now. 

Will the Senator tell me what he means by a bill which he has i: 
| trodueed in the Senate, and has now pending before the Committ 
on Finance, to repeal the law that requires the customs duties to be 
| paid in gold and sets them apart solemnly for the payment in coin of 
| he interest on the public debt first and then into a sinking fund of 
1 per cent. of the whole debt each year, such a sinking fund as wil! 
liquidate the entire debt of the nation before the bond becomes du 
without making it appear that by that very measure, whether he 
meant it or not—I do not suppose the Senator will say nor do | kx 
lieve that he meant it—the legal effect is to knock out (if I may us 
that phrase) from underneath the public debt of the country thie sol- 
emn pledge of its revenues for its payment ? 

Mr. BECK. I will tell the Senator, if he will allow me, in a few 
words what I meant by it. I mean this—— 

Mr. DAWES. I know, sir 

Mr. BECK. If I was asked to answer I will answer, but if not— 

Mr. DAWES. It will be just as convenient to me to hear the Sena- 
tor after | get through. 

Mr. BECK. I thought the Senator from Massachusetts asked me 
and expected an answer, what I meant by introducing a bill to make 
the customs duties payable in legal-tender notes. 

Mr. DAWES. Of course if the Senator prefers to make the answer 
now, he may go on. ; 

Mr. BECK. I will simply answer now, and more fully hereafter, 
that I Meant to make an honest effort to make the legal-tender notes 
of the country equal to gold by increasing the uses to which the) 
could be applied. I believe that if the Government had made the sa 
honest effort to make its legal-tender notes good that it has to app! 
ciate its bonds, they would have been equal to gold long ago, andt 
the money that it requires the Senator to take for his services and th 
soldier and the sailor to take for their pensions ought to be gov 
enough for the Government to take for its own custonis dues Ba 

the Government has been repudiating the paper itself put out ane 

has required everybody to take, and I want to stop that repudiat 
and see its effect upon the country. : ™ 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, it may be and is quite evident oo 

the Senator believes that he is going to offer something which %e 

thinks is just as good as that which the Government pledged its" 

to set apart exclusively for a particular work; it may be that, 10 

opinion of the Senator and in the opinion of others, he tenders t 

the holder of the debt of this nation something which he ae 
believes is just as good as the pledge; but the Government promt 
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i covenanted that something else should be the pledge, and I fail 
a scover in the honest assertion of the Senator from Kentucky that 
nto is an honest endeavor to make something else just as good as 
a iny relief from the conviction upon my mind that taking away 
ce - ledge is not keeping it. y ; 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator allow me once more to interrupt him ? 
If he will, I shall not do it again. He and I have served together so 
- in the other House that I can take liberties with him. I want 
~~ that that was just one of the things I referred to when I said 
i did not intend to be bound by any pledge that a former Congress 
vieht have attempted to make which I thought was injurious to the, 
> interests of the country, the repudiation of its own legal-tender 


th 





otes being one of the things that were forced upon us without the | 


‘ tof the party to which I belong. I want to say, as the Sena- 
tor has referred to the sinking fund, that he remembers well the 
memorable struggle that was had in the House in the Forty-third 
Congress when the effort was made to still furthe r tax this people to 
nay the thirty-odd millions of the sinking fund annually, which he 
so ably advocated and which I so earnestly opposed, and which his 
present Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of the Treasury 
who preceded the present Secretary in his report last year to Con- 
eress showed had been not only provided for annually, but that we 
were two hundred and fifty odd millions ahead in providing for that 
sinking fund, and when he put the tariff up 10 per cent. additionat 
upon a large class of goods in order to raise that sinking fund, he 
reduced the revenues of the Government by the increase of tariff 
duties nearly $10,000,000. All these things I shall bring out hereafter. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I shall not be diverted just now from 
discussing what is the good faith of the country into discussing the 
wisdom of its policy. It may be that the Senator from Kentucky 
was right and that those who were in the majority in that Congress 
were W rong as to the effect of certain duties. I will not discuss that 
now with the Senator from Kentucky. I understand the Senator 
from Kentucky to avow now that he proposes to repeal the pledge to 
which I have alluded, and that he did struggle then to accomplish 
that purpose, and it is a part of that policy which he believes has 
filled up the seats on the other side—I do not believe it—to extin- 
guish a fund for the payment of the public debt, which had its origin 
in a covenant when the debt was created. It may have been unwise; 
it might have been better to devise some other method for meeting 
the obligations when they became due. The question does not now 
admit of such a discussion as that. 

If the Senator from Kentucky or any other Senator upon this floor 
meets his own obligation anywhere, he does not stop to inquire 
whether it was improvident in him to make that obligation or 
whether he could devise now a better way to raise the funds neces- 
sary out of which the obligation itself grew. The Senator from 
Kentucky knows that the Good Book tells him (and he acts up to it) 
that he that sweareth to his own hurt and he that keepeth his own 
promise, whether it be for his present gain to keep it or not, is the 
man who will abide in all time; and I therefore say (and it was all 
that I rose to say) that it is one of the most painful of all the signs 
of the times that we are engaged in devising ways to discover in the 
letter of our bond some mode of discharging its obligation not known 
when it was made, not considered when it was made. When these 
bonds were entered into, although the law said “ coin”—and “coin,” 
admit, is anything which the United States makes and declares to 
be coin—there was no silver coin in existence ; and when $600,000,000 
of this debt were contracted and put upon the country, there was not 
only no silver coin in existence, but no silver coin was legal. Still I 
admit that the letter of the law is with those who press this resolu- 
tion; but I protest that its effect upon the faith of the nation and the 
confidence in our disposition to do what is in our power to build up 
its credit can be nothing but disastrous in the extreme. 

And our friends mistake the character of the debt itself when they 
can indulge in this flippant talk of “‘ wiping it out,” of “the bloated 
bondholder and the coupon-clipper of the country.” They should 
understand that the debt of this country is largely held by people, 
by the men of moderate means. There are two to one of that char- 
acter holding the debt of this nation ; and though each one hold but 
little, the relative amount of the debt of the nation which he holds 
compared with his all is greater than that which is held by the mon- 
eyed men of Wall street or of London or of Frankfort. There may 
be men of large estate, of millions, holding large amounts of the pub- 
lie securities, but they count but few compared with the many who 

1ave their little invested in these bonds; and sooner or later that 
W hich affects the public credit, aimed now as is supposed at the kings 
and millionaires in Wall street and in London and in Frankfort, will 
hit the humble and those of moderate means. I speak, sir, in behalf 
of the bondholders of Massachusetts, and I do not in so speaking speak 
for a handful of men in State street or a platoon of men in Wall 
Street, but I speak for every one man, woman, and child in three of 
the whole population of that State, who have $230,000,000 now in- 


vested in her savings-banks, and reinvested by those banks in these 
‘ecurities to a very large extent. Of that $230,000,000 no one man 
in Massachusetts can have over $1,000 deposited; and six hundred 
and fifty thousand of the people of Massachusetts in a population 


= Ao eing to the last census was only fourteen hundred thou- 


their little in ¢ 


red and fifty thousand separate depositors have put 
hose banks; and an actual investigation has shown 
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that 75 per cent. of it all is in the bonds of the United States; and 
in their behalf I protest against the debtor sitting down to discover, 
if it be possible, some easier way for discharging the obligations in 
which the laborers of Massachusetts have saved from their daily 
earnings money to invest. 

Much less can any good come of a discussion of such resolutions 
upon the ground that they meet an unauthorized statement of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury or of the President that these bonds are to bi 
paid in gold, and not in gold or silver. It is claimed that that deelara 
tion, although made to induce men to part with their money for thes 
bonds, was an unauthorized statement made bv the representative 
of the Government, authorized alone to speak for the Government, 
charged by the Government with the duty of making this loan, to 
whom if to anybody they who treated with the Government in thi 
regard had a right to look. Though such a statement may not bind 
us if it transcended the letter of the law, of what avail is it to meet it 
here with a counter-declaration equally unauthorized by law? Cer- 
tainly the authorized agent of this Government had as much author 
ity to make that declaration to those who parted with their mon 
and good faith on the part of the Government requires us to k« 
sacred that representation, as the two Houses of Congress hav: 
now declare, after they have parted with their money and taken thx 


obligation upon the strength of this declaration, that the spirit of 


er 


| the contract shall not be kept? In the light of good faith, in th: 


forum in the nations of the earth, we should consider ourselves bx 

to keep to the letter these representations, whether they were bac} 
up by the law or not, quite as much as in the forum of good faith 
and good conscience we can without any authority, now that th: 
money has been parted with, declare gratuitously, and without an 
authority to enforce the declaration, that we will not pay the bond: 
unless we have the right to pay them in the cheapest possible m 
that may be covered by the letter of the Constitution or the law. 

I am not here to controvert the legal argument; it is with the S« 
ator from Ohio; coin is coin, and anything that the United Stat 
chooses to make the standard of legal-tender value, it has the con 
stitutional power to do, and, as the Senator from Delaware has said 
it has the same power to make every silver dollar equal in value to 
so many ounces of gold, and it will keep to the letter of the bond it 
has made; but I submit that nowhere else will it be considered as 
having kept it. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Mr. President—— 

Mr. ALLISON. If the Senator from West Virginia will yield to 
me, I desire to make a motion to go into executive session. I have 
the consent of the Senator from Ohio to make that motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) Does the 
Senator from West Virginia yield for that purpose ? 

Mr. HEREFORD. Yes, with the understanding that I keep the 
floor for to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Iowa moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to 

PURCHASE OF PRINTING MATERIALS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Before the doors are closed, I ask leave to make 
areport. The Comm.ttee on Printing, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of material for the 
public printing and binding, have instructed me to report it without 
amendment, recommend its passage, and ask for its present consid- 
eration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Joint Committee on 
Public Printing to give permission to the Public Printer to purchase 
material in open market whenever in their opinion it would not pro- 
mote the public interest to advertise for proposals or to make con- 
tracts for the same. 

Mr. ANTHONY. This is to relieve the Public Printer from the 
necessity for advertising for such things as eggs, beef-galls, and 
brooms. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I submit to the Senator, ought there 
not to be some limit. Under that bill he could purchase any and 
everything. 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is under the control of the Jomt Committee 
on Printing. I have no objection to a limitation, however. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I withdraw any objection. I see 
it is under the direction of the joint committee. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS, 


Mr. ALLISON submitted the following amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to anthorize the free 
coinage of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender 
character ; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 

Add to the bill: 

Sec. 2. That immediately after the passage of this act the President shall invite 
the governments of the countries composing the Latin Union, so called, and of such 
other European nations as he may deem advisable to_ join the United States in a 
conference to adopt a common ratio of legal tender as between gold and silver for 
the purpose of establishing, internationally, the use of bimetallic money, and secur- 
ing fixity of relative value between those metals; such conference. to be held at 
such place, in Europe or in the United States, at such time within six months as 
may be mutually agreed upon by the executives of the governments joining in the 
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same whenever the governments so invited or any three of them shall have signi- 
fied their willingness to unite inthe same. The President shall, by and with the 
adviceand consent of the Senate, appoint three commissioners, who shall attend such 
conference on behalf of the United States and shall report the doings thereof to the 
President. who shall transmit the same to Congress. Said commissioners shall each 
receive the sum of $2,500 and their reasonable expenses, to be approved by the 
Secretary of State, and the amount necessary to pay such compensation and ex 
penses is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriate 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Phe Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
After two hours and fifty minutes spent in executive session the doors 
were reopened, and (at six o’clock and fifty minutes p. m.) the Senate 
adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, December 13, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 


Mr. BLISS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No, 2119) 
to provide for the erection of a building at Brooklyn, New York, for 
use as a post-oflice and United States court, and for accommodation 
of United States internal-revenue oflicials and for other Government 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JANE ANN ROOF. 

Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2120) granting a pension to Jane Ann Roof; which was read afirst and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MARTHA WESTERVELT. 

Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2121) granting a pension to Martha Westervelt; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH T. DUBOIS. 

Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2122) granting a pension to Elizabeth T. Dubois; which was read a 
lirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed, 

ELEANOR K. FILLIS. 


Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
2123) granting a pension to Eleanor K. Fillis; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed, 

ANN SMART. 


Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2124) granting a pension to Ann Smart; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOUN BOYLE, 


Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2125) granting a pension to John Boyle; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ANNA VOSHAGE. 

Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2126) granting a pension to Anna Voshage ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS SHANNON. 


Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No- 
2127) granting a pension to Thomas Shannon; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. GOODE. I ask unanimous consent that the privileges of the 
floor be extended to the members of the National Educational Asso- 
ciation now in session in this city. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

COLORADO CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. A number of gentlemen urge me to 
yield for a time; but I must insist on the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the House 
resumes the consideration of the contested-election case of Patterson 
vs. Belford, from the State of Colorado. The gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. CANDLER] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CANDLER. Mr. Speaker, the broad question for the consid- 
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eration of this House as presented by the several reports before 
who, if any one, has the title of the law to the office of Repre 
tive in the Forty-fifth Congress from the State of Colorado ? T} 
title is the choice of the people of Colorado expressed on the dav a 
the places, and in the manner prescribed by law. Two persons claim 
to hold this title: James B. Belford, who was voted for and per soe 
a majority of the votes cast at an election held on the first Tyesdo. 
in October, 1876, at the places and in the manner prescribed |, i. 
ordinance of the constitutional convention of the State, and 4 homas 
M. Patterson, who was voted for and received a majority of the oie 
cast at anelection held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in Noyey), 
ber, 1876, at the same places and in the same manner as the electio, 
at which James B. Belford claims to have been elected. [y other 
words, this election was held under the same law as to place 
manner as that under which James B. Belford claims to haye 
elected. 

So that if it be true that in so far as the election of Mr. Belford js 
valid, in reference to the election having been held at the places and 
in the manner prescribed by competent authority, the election of 
Thomas M, Patterson is valid. In this view of the case the question 
before the House is further restricted, and itis, which of these two 
days, if either one, tbe first Tuesday in October, 1876, or the Tuesdg- 
after the first Monday in November, 1876, was the day legally pre- 
scribed for an election of Representative to this Congress from the 
State of Colorado? There are but two sources from which can come 
this prescription of time: it must either be prescribed by the Legis- 
lature of the State, the law-making power of the State, or by the 
law-making power of the United States; that is, by Congress. The 
fourth section of the first article of the Constitution of the United 
States is in this language: 


Us is, 
Selita. 


and 


been 


The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representa 
tives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof ; but the Congress 
may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators. 





It is a power, then, that shall be exercised by the State law-mak 
ing power, or it may be exercised by the Congress, and whichever of 
these two bodies exercises this power derives the right to exercise it 
from the Constitation. If the Congress of the United States shal] 
have exercised the power as to this whole subject or as to any por. 
tion, then it is not within the power of the State Legislature to act 
upon it; that is, if in each State or if for a particular State, the 
superior power of Congress shall have acted and prescribed a day, 
then that day cannot be changed by the legislative power of the 
State, as the State will have no power to legislate on that subject 

The question then is, first, has the Congress of the United States 
taken upon itself the exercise of the power conferred upon it as ti 
the State of Colorado? As to the Forty-fifth Congress it clearly has, 
because in the act of February, 1875, as embodied and found in the 
twenty-fifth section of the Revised Statutes of the United States, it 
has declared that in each of the States the Tuesday next after th 
first Monday in November, 1876, is established for the election of Rep- 
resentatives and Delegates to the Forty-fifth Congress. 

Has Congress legislated as to the State of Colorado as to thie time 
when they shall elect any Representative to which the State of Colo- 
rado may be entitled prior to the time fixed for electing members to 
the Forty-fifth Congress? All legislation on that subject on the part 
of Congress is found in the enabling act passed March 3, 1575, as to 
the State of Colorado, “An act to enable the people of Colorado t 
form a constitution and State government, and for the admission of 
the said State into the Union upon an equal footing with the original 
States.” In this act all is proposed that could be done by Congress 
in reference to the State of Colorado. It was authorized, under t! 
provision of the Constitution that “new States may be admitted by 
the Congress into this Union,” to make provision for the admission of 
Colorado into the Union. It was authorized, under that provision 
of the Constitution directing the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, to fix the number of Representatives 
which the State of Colorado when she became a State should be et 
titled. It had the power to prescribe the time, the places, aud tl: 
manner of holding elections for Representatives to Congress in tl 
State of Colorado. This was all that Congress could do, either as to 
the Territory or as to the people of the State of Colorado, to admit 
the State into the Union, to apportion to her her Representatives, 
and to fix the time, the places, and the manner, if Congress close (0 
do it, of holding the election for these Representatives to Congress. 
To have presumed to do any more would have been beyond the 
power conferred by the Constitution upon Congress; and if it a’ 
done any more it would have been invalid because it had no con 
stitutional power so to do. I take it that all that Congress had tl 
power to do has been done as to the people of Colorado in author 
ing her admission, apportioning to her her representation, and {s!"s 
the time, places, and manner in which this Representative shoul 
elected. ; 

Upon two of these subject-matters all this legislation is found " 
the sixth section of the act for the admission of the State of Colorade, 
in this language: 

That until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Represe™! 
ative in the House of Representatives of the United States, which Represen™ 
tive, together with the governor and State and other officers provided for in sare 


constitution, shall be elected on a day subsequent to the adoption of the ee 
tion, and to be fixed by said constitutional convention ; and until such State otice! 
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are elected and qualified under the pecan of the constitution, the territorial 


officers shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective offices. 


| 
an act of Congress under the constitutional power conferred 
apportion to a State her Representative in Congress and to | 
fix the time for the election of that Representative. The question 
is, what has Congress done in this respect ? Itis assumed, and it is 
the premise upon which'the argument of both the minority reports 
is made here, that there has been a conferring of power upon the con- 
stitutional convention of the State of Colorado as to one of these 
subjects by the Congress of the United States. If it istrue that that 
has not been done, that there has been no conferring of power, then | 
the whole argument based upon that assumption, as presented here | 
py the three gentlemen representing one portion of the minority, and | 
py the other gentlemen representing the balance of that minority as 
to the time fixed for holding the election for the Forty-fifth Congress | 


It is 
upon it to 


matla 
1 thes there has been no delegation of power upon the part of Con- | 
vress to the constitutional convention of Colorado. There could have 
been nosuch delegation of power. e po 
section of the first article of the constitution is a power not for dele- 
gation, but it is a power for exercise either by the State Legislature | 
or by the Congress. If the Congress shall exercise that power as to 
this whole subject or as to either portion of this subject, as to time 
or to place or to manner, then it is inhibited to the legislative power 
of the State toact upon the subject-matter of that congressional action. 

Then the question is, has Congress acted upon the subject of fixing | 
the time for tye election of a Representative to the Forty-tifth Con- | 
gress from the State of Colorado? By the twenty-fifth section of the 
Revised Statutes, in each of the States, in all of the States of the 
Union, in the State of Colorado, the 7th day of November, 1876—the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday of November, 1876, is expressly | 
named—is established as the day for the election of Representatives 
to the Forty-fifth Congress. Has Congress named by subsequent 
legislation any other day for the election of a Representative by the 
people of Colorado to the Forty-fifth Congress? The only legislation 
is the sixth section of the act of 1875. When you come to construe 
any statute the inquiry is, what was done and what was intended to 
be done by the law-making power? That is best answered by in- 
quiring what was to bedone. What was the thing necessary to be 
done upon the day that this act of Congress was enacted March 3, 
1875? Certainly it was not to fix the day for the election of a Rep- 
resentative to the Forty-fifth Congress, because that was already ex- 
pressly provided for in the twenty-fifth section of the Revised Stat- 
utes. Colorado upon her admission into the Union was entitled toa 
Representative in Congress. She was entitled under the Constitu- 
tion. It was the duty of Congress to say how many Representatives 
she should have in Congress. It was necessary either for Congress 
or the State Legislature to prescribe the time at which the Repre- 
sentative should be elected. If he was not elected at the time and 
at the place and in the manner prescribed by law, there was no Rep- 
resentative. He could only be elected according to the form by law 
prescribed. 

There was at the making of this statute but one Congress for 
which provision must be made for the election of a Representative. 
The Forty-fifth Congress was provided for under the Revised Stat- 
utes, section 25; but the Congress that should exist from March, 1875, 
to March, 1877,the Forty-fourth Congress, was not provided for. 
Colorado was entitled, immediately upon her admission, to a repre- 
sentation in Congress. The term of the Forty-fourth Congress is to 
commence upon the next day and is to continue for the two years 
immediately following March 3, 1875. Colorado was entitled to repre- 
sentation in that Congress, and it was necessary to provide for that 
representation, and in this act Congress did provide that Colorado 
should for that Congress and until the next general census have one 
Representative and that Representative should be elected—when ? 
Should be elected upon a day subsequent to the day to be fixed for 
Voting upon the constitution of the State and upon the day upon | 
which her ore, State and other officers provided for in said con- 
stitution should be voted for. Then it was a prescription by Con- | 
gress of the day when a Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress | 
should be elected; the only representation that had to be provided 
tor for the State of Colorado. 

In this discussion there is not only confusion by assuming a thing 
to have been done or attempted to have been done, but there is a 
confusion, the obligation of power by Congress to the constitutional 
convention. of Colorado, resulting from the use of words meaning 
ae things as meaning the same thing. In the power conferred 
HL rally ( neers convention the | language used is “a day to 
different ¢1 > scribe” a time and to “fix” a day are as distinct and 

ent things as it is possible to make two words. And in refer- 
a the same subject Congress and the State Legislature might 
prescribe, might dictate, might name, might by law say when the 

Presentative in Congress should be elected ; and as to this repre- 
that ey, Congress did prescribe a day; that is, it said by law that 
tution : my Clnicaee a aw ae bee: ing upon the consti- | 
day that her aan te people ; that its ould be upon the same 
or. That dae se er State and other officers should be voted 
the constitut; should be fixed, should be made certain by the act of 

itutional convention naming the day for the election of her 


The proposition which I put to the consideration of this House 


State officers, and upon which her people should vote upon the pro- 
posed constitution. 


Upon the question as to whether it was the intent of Congress o1 
possible for Congress to confer upon any other legislative body the 


power to prescribe a day for the election of a Representative in Con 


gress, this fact is pertinent, specially as to the State of Colorado 
Upon the 2ist day of March, 1864, there was passed by Congress an 
act, the title of which is identical with that of the act of 1875, “An 
act to enable the people of Colorado to form a State constitution and 


| a State government and for the admission of said State into the 


Union upon an equal footing with the other original States.’ The 
sixth section of that act of 1864, as the sixth section of the act of 
1875, both sections having the same object in view so far as these 
two subject-matters of legislation were concerned, the apportioning 
of representation and the prescription of the day for the election, are 
expressed in language identically the same: 

That until the next general census shall be taken, said State of Nevada shall be 
entitled toone Representative in the House of Representatives of the United States, 


z | which Representative, together with the governor and State and other oflicers pro- 
The power conferred in the fourth | 


vided for in said constitution, may be elected on the same day a vote is taken for 


| or against the proposed constitution or State government. 


The only difference between section 6 of the act of 1864, under 
which it was proposed that Colorado should then be admitted into 
the Union as also the sixth section of the act passed on the same day for 
the admission of the State of Nevada, and section 6 of the act of 


| 1875, under which Colorado was in fact admitted into the Union, was 


the change of time prescribed for the election of her Representative 
in Congress, and providing for a continuance in the exercise of their 
offices of the territorial officers during the time between the vote on 
the ratification of her constitution and the inauguration of her State 
officers. Had the sixth section of the enabling act of Colorado been 
the same as the sixth section of the enabling acts for Nevada and Col- 
orado, passed March 21, 1864, I take it there would be no sort of ques- 
tion that Congress had prescribed the day of election and had not 
intended to confer and fia not confer upon the constitutional con- 
vention of Colorado the power to prescribe the day ; because in the 
enabling act of 1864 Congress had said that this Representative in 
Congress should be elected on the day when the people voted upon 
the proposed constitution aud State government, and had said nothing 
else which might render the intention of Congress uncertain. The 
necessity for putting in the other words arose out of the experience 
which the people of Colorado had had, or those interested in having 
her admitted early into the Union. 


The change made in the sixth section of the act of 1964 as embod- 
ied in the sixth section of the act of 1875, was for the reason that 
under the act of 1864 the constitution had been voted down, because 


upon that same day they had voted for State officers. Therefore, in 
order to avoid a similar defeat of the constitution they had removed 
from that election the embarrassing element of voting for a Repre- 
sentative in Congress and for a governor and other State officers. It 
was not intended to work any change as to the two subject-matters 
of this provision, the fixing of the number of Representatives and 
prescribing the time when that Representative should be elected. 
Such, too, is the whole history of the legislation of Congress upon 
this subject. I affirm here that in no act of Congress, either an act 
enabling the people of any Territory of this Union to form a State 
constitution and providing for its admission into the Union, or in any 
act under which any State has in fact been admitted into the Union, 
was there ever any attempt to confer upon a State constitutional con- 
vention or upon any State authority the power to legislate over thi8 
subject of time of holding elections for Representatives to Congress. 
Specially referring to the States admitted into the Union, com- 
mencing with the State of Wisconsin in 1846, it will be found that in 
the enabling act as to Wisconsin, August 6, 1846, provision is only 


| made “‘that until another census the State of Wisconsin shall be en- 


titled to two Representatives in Congress.” Nothing else is provided, 
not even any provision as to the time at which the election shall be 
had for their Representatives. 

In the act for the admission of Iowa, August 4, 1846, there is a 
special provision in this language: ‘‘ That until the next census lowa 
shall be entitled to two Representatives in the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States;” and there is nothing more on the sub- 


| ject in that act. 


In the act of September 9, 1850, admitting California as a State 


| into the Union, this provision will be found: “ That until Represent- 


atives are apportioned upon an actual enumeration of the inhabit- 


| ants of the United States, the State of California shall be entitled to 
| two Representatives in Congress.” 


In the act of February, 1857, to enable the people of Minnesota to 
form a State constitution and State government, is this provision: 
“ The said State shall be entitled to one Representative and such addi- 


| tional Representatives as the population of the State may entitle her 


according to the census.” And in her act of admission, May 11, 1852, 


| it is provided that “ the said State shall be entitled to two Represent- 


atives until the next apportionment of Representatives by Congress.” 
In the act of February 14, 1859, for the admission of Oregon it is 
only provided that “ until the next census and apportionment of Rep- 
resentatives said State shall be entitled to one Representative in the 
Congress of the United States.” 
In the act for the admission of Kansas, passed January 29, 1861, 
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provision is made only that “until the next general apportionment of 
Representatives said State shall be entitled to one Representative in 
the House of Representatives of the United States.” 

In the enabling act of April 19, 1864, providing for the admission of 
Nebraska it is provided “that until the next general census Nebraska 
shall be entitled to one Representative, which Representative may 
he elected on the same day a vote is taken for or against the proposed 
constitution and State government provided.” 

And in the enabling act for the admission of Nevada into the Union, 


pas sed by the same Congress for the formation of State governments 
in the Territories of Nebraska, Nevada, and Colorado, providing for 
thie 
braska, Nevada, and Colorada, and also providing that the vote for 
the election of those Representatives, one for each of those States, 
should be had upon the same day a vote is taken for or against the 
proposed constitution and State government. 

And under those provisions an election was held in each of those 


to Congress, to each apportioned respectively. It was not claimed in 


sentatives by the constitutional convention or by any other law-mak- 
ing power in those States; therefore I take it that there can be nosort 


any law-making power in the State, but is a power to be exercised 
or not exercised by Congress; and if it isexercised by Congress, then 


are relieved of the whole difficulty as to construing the meaning 

of any act of the constitutional convention of Colorado, whether it 
be embodied in its constitution or in the schedule thereto annexed. 

Then I take it from this argument, if the premises be right, that 

} Congress has legislated and prescribed the times in Colorado for hold- 

ing elections for Representatives to Congress both for the Forty- 

fourth and the Forty-fifth Congresses. Prescribing as the day on 

which her people might vote for a Representative to the Forty-fourth 

Congress the day subsequent to the adoption of the State constitu- 

tion and fixed by the constitutional convention as the first Tuesday 

in October, 1876, and prescribed in the twenty-fifth section of the 

Revised Statutes, that day being fixed upon the first Tuesday next 

' after the first Monday in November as the day for the election of 

a Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress. 

If all this has been done, then the election claimed in favor of Mr. 

Belford, upon the 3d day of October, 1876, was invalid, because it 

; was held upon a day that had not been prescribed by the constitu- 

tional power, the Congress of the United States. It lacks this ele- 

ment necessary to make his claim valid, that he was not elected and 

did not receive a majority of the votes of the people of the State of 

Colorado upon the day fixed by the competent authority for the elec- 

tion of a Representative to this Congress, and that not being the day 

and Congress having expressly provided that another day should be 

the day tor the election of Representative to Congress, she being one 

of the States of the Union in existence on the 7th day of November, 

the election should, of course, have been held on that day. Upon 

that day Thomas M. Patterson received a majority of the votes cast, 

and if that was the day prescribed for the holding of the election and 

that be the only question necessary to determine the validity of the 


was 


“r 


i 





>: election, Thomas M. Patterson was elected a Representative by the 
oe |. people of Colorado, and is entitled to his seat. 

I have said that in so far as the validity of Belford’s election was 
i dependent upon there having beena prescription of places and manner 
a of holding that election by competent constitutional legislation on 


the 7th of November, 1876, Mr. Patterson’s election is valid, because 
that election was held under the same law prescribing places for 
and manner of holding such elections, as was the election of Mr, Bel- 


1 ford to the Forty-fourth Congress. But I do not choose to rest the 
tb validity of Mr. Patterson’s election upon no other ground than the 


concession of Mr. Belford himself and his friends as to the election 
on the 3d day of October, 1876, resting on the fact that it was held 
a at the places and in the manner by competent authority provided; 

for if it was lacking any legal prescription as to the place, time, and 
manner, then he has not been elected, for the validity of his election 
is not dependent = the agreement of any number of men or of 


PEt any party, it was dependent upon certain defined and fixed things 
N detined by law. The choice of the people must be ascertained upon 

a. a day and at places and in a manner that have been prescribed by law 
fa made in pursuance of the Constitution. If it lacks any of these 


things, if it lacks in time, if it lacks in place, if it lacks in the manner, 
either because the thing was not done, or, if done, was not done by 
‘ competent authority, then that election must fail. 

If the places at which the election on November 7, 1876, and the 
manner in which it was held, had been prescribed by the territorial 
laws of Colorado which had been continued in operation by the act 


ae of the constitutional convention of Colorado, the only then existin 
x i! law-making power in the State; if it was competent for the consti- 
i! tutional convention to prescribe the place, time, and the manner of 


holding the election for member of Congress from the State, and they 
{ did so prescribe and the election was in accordance with the law, 
then upon those grounds the election was a valid one. 
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passed March 21, 1864, the identical language is used as in the acts | 


two things, the number of Representatives, one each for Ne- | 


States upon the day prescribed by Congress for the Representatives | 
the case of either of them that it was necessary for any other and | 
further legislation prescribing times for the election of said Repre- | 


of question that this is a power not to be delegated by Congress to | 


it cannot be exercised by a State Legislature. If this be true, then we | 


DECEMBER | 


3, 


ee 


Why might not the constitutional convention of Colorado, the ouly 
| then existing law-making power in the State of Colorado preseeiie 
| election laws for the election of a Represertative to Congress? - 

shall be prescribed by the Legislature of a State; but it may be - : 

scribed by the Congress of the United States. If Congress es ot 
attempted to prescribe the place and time and the manner of peer 
ing the elections, they can be prescribed by the law-making por : . 
the Legislature of the State. In this country there are two div wh S 
of the law-making power, the national law-making power and ¢},. 
law-making power of the States. The fixing of the times, places 
| and the manner of holding elections for members of Congress fe ss 
be prescribed either by the national law-making power or by the Jy... 
aan power of the States. The pe to make laws, imbedded 
our social system, is in the people of the States. It may he pr 
scribed by the people of the several States through their Repres nt. 
atives in Congress and their Senators, or it may be prescribed by t : 
States themselves; by the law-making power of the State or by +), 
people of the State, either through representatives in convent, 
assembled, or in a Legislature provided by her constitution. Oy ¢ 
7th of November, 1876, there was no law-making power in Coloray 
bat the constitutional convention. The election for a Representatiy, 
in the Forty-fifth Congress was to be held on the day prescribed |) 
| the act of Congress on November 7, 1876. The constitutional cop. 
| 


1S 


in 


vention had already, in framing the constitution, made it certs 
that no Legislature would be in session before that date. So | 
| there was no provision made by her constitutional convention. 
| there could be none made by her Legislature. Was it competent 
for her constitutional convention to act upon the Subject wi, 
there was a necessity for action, in the face of the several provis 
ions of Congress, one allowing representation to the State of Co 
rado and the other fixing the time when that Representative should 
be elected ? 

While this proposition has been questioned, and questioned }) 
tinguished authority, all legislative and judicial action upon this su 
ject, so far as my knowledge extends, has been in favor of the pow 
of a constitutional convention, existing as the only law-making powe: 
in a State, to either fix the day for the election of a Representatiy 
Congress or prescribe the places and manner when the superior pow: 
Congress, had not acted. Such is the case I find reported in the 
ume of Contested Elections from 1834 to 1865, page 349—the cas 
Shiel vs. Thayer, from the State of Oregon—a case reported upon 
a committee composed of Mr. DaWEs of Massachusetts, Mr. Voorm 
of Indiana, Mr. McKean of New York, Mr. Loomis of Connecti 
Mr. Baxter of Vermont, Mr. Worcester of Ohio, Mr. Brown of Rhu 
Island, Mr. Menzies of Kentucky, and Mr. Patton of Peunsylvan 
This was a unanimous report from the committee. The question 
whether a constitutional convention could prescribe a day fo 
election of Representative in Congress other than for the first e! 
tion of such Representative. Oregon was admitted into the Uni 
February 14, 1859. Her constitutional convention had prescribed 
day upon which all her general elections should be held; it wasp 
vided that they should be held biennially, commencing on the tir 
Monday of June, 1858. In June, 1858, Mr. GROVER, now a Senator 
from Oregon, had been elected to the first Congress in which the Sia 
of Oregon was entitled to representation, and had taken his seat. Ii 
was elected upon the day fixed by the constitutional convention. 4’ 
the election two years afterward in June, 1860, Mr. Shiel was elected 
a Representative to Congress from that State. He was elected under 
laws passed by the constitutional convention prescribing the plac 
}and manner of holding the election. Everything was done in pre- 
| cisely the same way as has been provided in the State of Colorado, 
the constitutional convention continuing in operation the acts of (! 
territorial Legislature prescribing the manner of holding elections 
generally. So that the identical question presented in the Oregon cas 
for the consideration of the Committee of Elections and the Hous 
of Representatives was whether after the first election it was compe 
| tent for a constitutional convention to prescribe the day upon which 
a Representative should be elected. The same power must be exer 
| cised in regard to the prescription of time as to places and mauuer; 
| the powgr that could prescribe the time was the power that cou! 
| preseribe the places and the manner of the election. So that if it be 
| true that the constitutional convention, in the absence of congt’= 

sional legislation upon the subject, could prescribe the time for \ 
election of any other than the first Representative it could preset 
the places and the manner for holding that election. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will the gentleman permit me just here to make « 
suggestion? I have here a similar authority of a later date, Feb" 
ary 5, 1866, supporting the proposition of the gentleman. | rete! 
the case of Baldwin vs. Trowbridge. : 7 

Mr. CANDLER. The unanimous report of this committee was ''« 
it was within the authority of the constitutional convention of (°- 
orado to prescribe the day for the election of a member other = 
the first Representative in Congress. That report was questioned © 

| Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, who proposed this resolution, 2s 4°" 
stitute for the resolution reported by the committee, declaring ‘™ 
Shiel had been duly e’ected as a Representative from the State” 
Oregon: 

Resolved, That neither A. J. Thayer nor George R. Shiel is entitled to 4 seat 12 

| thisCongress as Representative from Oregon, and that the seat be declared vaca 
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[n supporting that resolution Mr. Stevens used the following lan- 
’ i 


rage; 

« sir, I will detain the House but a moment. I admit that the constitution 
‘State when it is framed may fix the time for the first election, becanse there 
» power to fix it, and that has been the practice: but 1 maintain that the 
iof a State cannot fix the day for any fature election ot Representative 
« [understand one of these gentlemen to claim the seat by virtue of 
n elected upon the day which he says was fixed by the constitution of 
+ the first election under that constitution. Tho Legislature had not 
pon that ground he claims that the action of the constitution was 
if the constitutional provision was good it would prohibit the Legisla- 
cting in the matter for all time to come, Tl gislature would have 
s tied, and would not be able to fix the times and places of holding elec 
: State. But the Constitution of the United States comes tn and pre 
such action of the convention of that State; for it expressly provides 
- the times and places of holding elections for members of Congress. 
language of the Constitution: “The times, places, and 1 of hold 
ions for Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in cach State by 

cislat ire thereof.” . ; 
sir. | hol that no other power in a State has a right to prescribe it; that 
‘ Legislature fails to fix the times and places there is another provision 
Constitution by which Congress has the right to fix it; and I wish they 
‘ix it and fix it uniform throughout the United States. But I deny that the 
-eption to frame the constitution of a State can fix the times and places for 
+ members of Congress, notwithstanding the provision of the Constitution 

1 | bave read. s 

I have brought the question briefly before the House, and I suppose everybody 
understands and is ready to vote. 

So that in this case, upon a unanimous report from a committee, 
the attention of the House of Representatives was directed to this 
identical question. Upon the proposition presented by Mr. Stevens, 
that the constitutional convention of Oregon had no power to pro- 
vide for an election other than the first election, the vote was 37 in 
favor and 77 against it, and in support of this unanimous report of 
the Committee of Elections. 

I say, then, that for the election of the 7th of November, at which 
Mr. Patterson received a majority of the votes, there was an election 
law prescribed by competent authority as to the places and manner 

f holding the election. Were those places and that manner of hold- 
» the election in fact provided? It is admitted by everybody who 
asexamined this case. Reference has already been made by the 
iirman of the committee to the report of the distinguished gentle- 
ian from Ohio, wherein he says there is no question that the terri- 
il laws of the State of Colorado were continued in force, seeming 

to admit that they had been properly prescribed. 

Then I come to the other question, whether in fact an election was 

ld in the State of Colorado on the 7th day of November, 1876? If 
in fact an election was held, and held at the time, and at the place, 


here can beno hesitancy on the part of gentlemen who, in their judg- 
ment, say this title is made out, to vote him his seat in this House. In 
the face of the oath we have taken to support the Constitution, if we 


support it by our votes. 
House of Representatives, is composed of Representatives elected by 
the people ot the several States—elected by the people at the time, 
and at the places, and in the manner prescribed by law made in pur- 
suance of the Constitution, and he who comes here receiving a major- 
ity of the necessary number of votes to constitute an election, that 
were cast upoa that day and in the manner and at the places pre- 
scribed by law, has that title, and as we would be true to the Consti- 
tution under which “ we live and move and have our being” we are 
bound to declare Thomas M. Patterson as entitled to this seat, have 
adjudged every element of this title to be possessed by him. 

But this election is said to have been a farce—no election. Why? 
That the people of Colorado were not informed as to when and the 
manner in which this election should be held? 
issued from the office of the secretary of state as for the election in 
October so for the election to be held on Tuesday, the 7th day of 
November, 1876 ; it was proclaimed and published through her news- 
papers and by the sheriffs in every county that an election would be 
held on the day prescribed by law for an election. This proclama- 
tion was published in every county until after the day on which the 
election was held on the 3d day of October, 1876. It was published 
from September 16, 1876, to October 16, 1876. Here was the law that 
the people were bound to take notice of written in the statutes of 
the country, that upon Tuesday, the 7th day of November, 1876, 
an election would be held for Representative to the Forty-fifth 
Congress. ; 

Here were the executive committees of the two political parties, 


was to be held and place at which it would be held. I go further and 
say that in this record, in this printed record of more than two hun- 
dred and fifty pages, containing the testimony of her governor, her 
Senators, her would-be Representatives in Congress, her executive 
committees of both political parties, her party executive committee 
in every county in the State, her newspaper men, her leaders, her 
printers, and everybody who took any active part in the election in 
Colorado, it is nowhere asserted and by no one that the 3d day of Oc- 
tober, 1876, was the day upon which the election should be held, say- 
ing impliedly the announcement by a paper, the Kansas City Times, 
published in the State of Missouri, and which circulated in the State 
of Colorado. So that it must be true that the people of Colorado had 


| . 
| or the other of these 
and in the manner prescribed by law, then his title is made out and | 


By proclamation | 


notice of the day of election, and the place, and the manner in which 
this election would be held. There can be no sort of question aboutit. 
It is only true that from the 13th of October, 1876, to the 7th day of 
November, 1276, the leaders of the republican party of the State of 
Colorado announced that the election which was held on the 3d day 
of October, 1876, had settled the election, and it was unnecessary to 
hold another one, and advised the people of Colorado not to partici- 
pate in this election. If the people did not take notice, did not know 
an election would be held, did not know the place at which it was to 
be held, did not know the manner in which it was to be held, it was 
because the leaders of the republican party, the candidates of the 
republican party for Congress and the candidates of the republican 
party for the United States Senate from Colorado deliberately told 
them they ought not to vote, that it was not advisable to vote on that 
day ; and when it is held that this election is invalid because the peo- 
ple did not vote, and did not have the opportunity to vote, having 
knowledge of the time, place, and manner in which the election would 
be held in that State, it depends upon the announcement only made 
by the political leaders of one party, and that is all. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. THORNBURGH was recognized and yielded twenty minutes 
to Mr. CALKINS. 

Mr. CALKINS. My excuse, Mr. Speaker, for intrnding upon the 
time of the House in this matter lies in the fact that th 
for this oflice and myself have long been acquainted, he being a 
former resident of the part of the State of Indiana in which L live; 
and it becomes a pleasant duty on my part to discuss for a few mo- 
ments one or two of the points which have arisen in the case. I ask 
the indulgence of the House only for a few minutes, for there are 
one or two points involved which seem to me to be conclusive of the 
questions upon which the case turns. I shall diseuss but one; but 
it is necessary before discussing it to recite a few of the admitted 
facts, which we all agree exist in the case; among which is that 
this Territory under the enabling act passed by Congress held a 
constitutional convention and under the forms of law passed from a 
Territory to a State and the moment the President issued his procla 
mation under the enabling act the Territory ceased, and fygm that 
moment it became a State. There is another admitted fact, That the 
laws and all of the ordinances of the Territory unless continued in 
force by some power competent to continue them in force ceased at 


contestee 


| that moment. 


And now, Mr. Speaker, at this point the question and the main 
question, it seems to me, arises with reference to the election of one 
parties either on the 3d of October or the 7th of 
November following. I might premise my remarks by a single other 
suggestion, and that is this: If the election laws of the Territory were 
continued in force by the schedule passed by the constitutional con- 


| vention of Colorado and those election laws are applicable to the 
adjudge these facts to exist and the title made out, we are bound to | 


This House of Representatives, as every | 


election of a member of Congress, then there can be no doubt that 
under the twenty-fifth section of the act of 1872 and the election 
laws of the Territory a valid election might be held upon that day; 
but if there were no election laws which were applicable in terms—not 


| by implication, but in terms—to the election of a Representative, then 


no valid election could be held on the 7th day of November, because 
it is an admitted fact that at that date the Legislature of Colorado 
had passed no election law and none existed. 

I understand, Mr. Speaker, the first position of the eminent gentle 
man who presides ever the Committee of Elections to be substantially 
this, that by section 6 of the enabling act passed with reference to 


| Colorado the member of Congress therein designated means the first 


Representative elected, whether it be for a fragment of a term or for 
a fullterm, applying to the person and not to the term; and when an 
election should be held as provided in the enabling act, and when 
Congress delegated the right to the convention to fix a day, and 
when the convention did tix that day and the people did elect a 
Representative, that then, by limitation, the power was exhausted 
which is provided for in the sixth section of the enabling act. If 
that position be correct—and it is one which I shall not discuss, be- 
cause I admit it is one of doubt—if that position be correct, then the 


| other position taken by the eminent chairman of the committee is 


utterly untenable, because the same logic that applies in that instance 


| must necessarily follow with reference to the schedule which was 


afterward passed by the constitutional convention. 
I take it that it is an admitted fact that section 25 of the law of 
72 simply fixes the day for the election of members of Congress, 


| 1872 


wer | without providing the machinery for carrying out that election. 
contesting in the State of Colorado, announcing in detail that it would | 
be held, and quoting in these announcements the manner in which it 


Using the term made use of by an eminent jurist, I might say the 
law simply “seizes” upon the election laws of the different States 
and makes those laws part and parcel of this section to carry it out. 
If this be true, it necessarily follows that if there were no election 
laws in the State applicable to the election of a Representative in 
Congress, then there is nothing that this section 25 can lay hold 
upon, can seize upon, because the machinery necessary for the ex- 
pression of the will of the people has not been provided; andas to 
those States not having election laws, this law is nugatory. Not 
stopping, then, to discuss the question as to whether section 6 of the 
enabling act exhausts itself when the first Representative is elected, 
but passing to the next question, as to whether there was any elec- 
tion law in force in the State of Colorado on the 7th of November, I 
desire to call attention to the law upon that subject. 
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There could be in the very nature of things no law in force in 
Colorado directly applicable to the election of members of Congress, 
because that Territory theretofore was not entitled to elect a mem- 
ber of Congress. I have heard it announced by no gentleman that 
the law applicable to the election of a Delegate in Congress necessa- 
rily applies to the election of a member of Congress, nor do I believe 
any lawyer will assume any such position. It is utterly untenable, 
because the oflices of a Delegate and of a member of Congress in many 
respects are widely different. The constitutional convention of Col- 
orado took that view, for by section 16 of the schedule they expressly 
enacted that- 

The votes cast for Representatives in Congress at the first clection held under 
this constitution shall be canvassed and determined in the manner provided by the 
laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegates in Congress. 

If by implication or if by any construction the law applicable to 
the election of a Delegate to Congress could be applied to the election 
of members of Congress, it would have been covered by section 1, 
which provides— 

Phat all laws in force at the adoption of this constitution shall, so far as not in- 
consistent herewith, remain of the same force as if this constitution had not been 
adopted until they expire of their own limitation or are altered or repealed by the 
General Assembly 

So I say that by section 1 these election laws of the Territory would 
have been continued in force and applicable to all elections which 
might have been held thereafter until they expired by limitation or 
were repealed by the Legislature; and it was not necessary that the 
constitutional convention should pass section 16 of the schedule 
unless they took the view of it which it seems to me cannot be de- 
nied, that there was no law in force in Colorado or in the Territory 
which was applicable to the election of a Representative in Congress. 
This being true, when the 7th day of November arrived, at which 
time Mr. Patterson claims to have been elected, we find that there was 
absolutely no election law in force, either by the positive act of the 
convention or under any law of Congress, by which the election could 
be held. And now by the same logic which sustained the position 
which the eminent chairman of the Committee of Elections took with 
reference to the sixth section of the schedule, it follows that there 
was ied or valid election that could be held on the 7th day of 
November, 1876, for the want of the machinery necessary to carry 
out and express the will of the people by competent election laws. 

Now. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit one question to be answered 
by the eminent gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] a member of the 
Committee of Elections, when he comes to address the House on his 
report, and it is this: The statement, as I recollect it, made by the 
gentleman is that there is a question of fact to be determined by this 
House applying to this election, and that is with reference to the 
notice which the electors had of the election to be held on the 3d day 
of October, 1876, and which I believe he says applies in his judgment 
simply to the election of a Representative for the unexpired term in 
the Forty-fourth Congress, and not to a Representative in the Forty- 
fifth Congress. I desire to put this question to him and to the House, 
whether it is not an admitted fact that the vote of Colorado at the 
October election amounted to nearly if not quite 26,000 votes, and 
whether upon all the ballots of the electors of all parties the names 
of Patterson and Belford did not appear to be voted for, and whether 
they were not voted for by the people for Representatives for the 
unexpired term in the Forty-,ourth Congress and for Representa- 
tive in the Forty-fifth Congress: I desire then to ask the ques- 
tion whether the people of the State of Colorado, the whole of the 
people of Colorado, are not estopped both in law and in morals from 
saying that they had no notice that the election of a Representative 
in the Forty-lifth Congress was to take place on the 3d day of Octo- 
ber? I know no better rule, no higher or safer law to govern the 
members of this House than that well-established one in the law- 
books for the guidance of individual action; and I submit that before 
no court, either of conscience or of law, would they be allowed to deny 
that they had due notice that the election for a Representative in the 
Forty-titth Congress was to be held upon that day, printed as the 
names were upon all the tickets voted. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 want to make one passing remark avd then I 
will yield to the gentleman who is to follow me. I was somewhat 
astounded that the eminent gentleman who made the report on be- 
half of the majority of the Committee of Elections stated that the 
committee had considered as evidence certain street rumors about 
how many votes it would be necessary to poll on the 7th day of No- 
vember, as to what the chairman of the central republican committee 
had stated, or what Hon. Mr. CHAFFER, now United States Senator 
from the State of Colorado, had thought. I know no rule of evidence 
that admits any such idle talk as this, and I cannot see how this 
street talk referred to by the chairman of the committee affects the 
law of the question involved in this case. I do not know that it 
makes any difference in the decision of the question before us that 
some gentleman in Colorado, in the discussion of this question, had 
come to the conclusion that no valid election could be held on the 3d 
day of October for Representatives for both terms. I do not know 
that it makes any difference that the Attorney-General of the United 
States had wri(ten a letter to the marshal of Colorado stating that 
he did not want him to leave Colorado until after the 7th day of 
November. I do not know that it makes any difference, in the deci- 
sion of this question, what persons in the street said, or that it makes 

























any difference as to whether there was only to be a lig 
vote polled in November. 

But what I regret most of all is the exhibition by the chairma, 
and the democratic members of the committee of partisanship, My 
idea always has been, and is now, that the Committee of Election, 
should act as a judicial body, impartially to try and determine the 
case as if they were bound by the oath of a judicial office: they 
should not become partisan, but patiently and calmly find the fgets 
and report their conclusions to the House. It may be startling to 
older members of Congress that I have innocently assumed this posi 
tion; but I may say, by way of excuse, that my conscience has not 
yet been seared over and is yet tender upon these points. I gay in 
advance that no majority of a committee, even of my own party 
shall ever seal my mouth or shall ever dictate how my vote shall }« 
cast upon a judicial question such as this. And now I appeal to gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House to do right, and not to follow 
blindly the majority report of the committee, but to do right as they 
would exercise the highest duties of a citizen in the courts: ascertain 
the truth and act accordingly. 

Mr. THORNBURGH. I now yield the remainder of my hour to 
the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE. ] 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, this case has had a strange and eventfq] 
history. In March last the name of Judge Belford was found upon 
the roll of the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House as a member of this 
Congress. He was notified that as a “ member-elect of the Forty- 
tifth Congress ” he was entitled to his pay. : 

At the opening of the October session he came here bearing the 
| certificate of the governor of his State and expected to be sworn jn 
| at your desk, Mr. Speaker, as were the rest of us, on the first day, 
| But objections were made and questions raised as to the prima faci 

right upon his certificate; and after much discussion the whole sub- 
| ject-matter was referred to the Committee of Elections. Judge Bel- 
| ford, bearing the certificate of the governor of the State of Colorado 

and having behind him the votes of a majority of the people of that 
State, was consigned to the tender mercies of the Committee of 
Elections of this House. 

Now, Iam stating only what was generally known, that at that 
time there were many gentlemen upon the other side of the House 
who not only had grave doubts about the election of the contestant, 
Mr. Patterson, but who did not hesitate to so express themselves. As 
everybody then believed the question that would come before this 
House to be finally settled was whether Judge Belford should be 
sworn in as the elected member or whether, if no election fora Rep- 
resentative in the Forty-fifth Congress had taken place on the 3d day 
of October, the matter should be sent back to the people of Colorado 
for them to decide under unquestioned forms of law who should be 
their Representative in this Congress. In the discussion of this case 
little is found indicating any belief that Thomas M. Patterson had 
been elected to represent the State of Colorado in the Forty-tifth 
Congress. And I ask any man to look over the discussion that was 
had upon this floor in the extra session and to find where any geutle- 
man dared to stand up and hold that Mr. Patterson had been elected 
and should be sworn in. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. HALE. Well, I always yield. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Was that question before the House upon your 
proposition to seat Mr. Belford ? 

Mr. HALE. The whole subject-matter was before the House, of 
sending both of these gentlemen with all their rights to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. And I again charge here that eight weeks ago 
no man was found upon the other side of this House bold enougl to 
stand upon this floor and intimate that an attempt would be made to 
seat Thomas M. Patterson as a member of this Congress from the State 
of Colorado. 

Ido not know what processes have been resorted to in this case 
since that time. Ido not know what whip and spur have been laid 
upon the democratic members of the Committee of Elections to lead 
them to bring in a united report in favor of seating a man who has 
been rejected by the people of Colorado and who appears here simply 
asa mendicant claiming a seat at the handsof his party, because some 
consideration of party advantage demands that he shall be seated. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman states that eight weeks 
ago no man was found bold enough to say upon this tloor that Mr. 
Patterson was entitled to a seat in thisCongress. Allow me to reply 
that no honest man who had not examined the question shou! have 
expressed an opinion. I presume that eight weeks ago no mau bad 
examined this question thoroughly. In the discussion ot the prind 
facie case I expressly avoided any reference to the final right to a seat, 
because I had not examined that question. I will say to the gentle- 
man that he may have been, during the last fifteen years or during 
his period of pubhie life, under the influence of party whip and spar. 
I assure him, however, that the only whip and spur which have 
influenced the Committee of Elections have been the law and the 
Constitution, which we have all sworn to support. 

Mr. HALE. 1 do not suppose that I have given enough credit to 
the eminent fairness and the judicial mind of the houorable gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. HARRIs,] or to the democratic members of 
the Committee of Elections, and 1 have in my remarks possibly dove 
violence to the feelings and beliefs of two hundred and ninety-two 


ht or heavy 


| 
j 
| 
| 
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om bers . . . 
“hairman of the Committee of Elections, though a democrat, yearns 
cna . . 


to seat a republican when he has a good case. __ 

But 1 again say that nowhere in the debate eight weeks ago can 
it be found that any man claimed that Mr. I atterson should be seated 
as a member of this Congress from the State of Colorado. I say again 
that 1 donot know what have been the whip and spur operating upon 
the Committee of Elections; I do not know what entreaties and im- 

‘tunities have been exerted here to break down the scruples of 
noses ientious members who did have doubts and who did not believe 
that Mr. Patterson had been elected a member of this House, and 
whose doubts were the common talk at that time. 

And I do know that the air between here and Colorado has been 
thick with messages sent here to this House at the suggestion of 
this contestant, this mendicant who is begging for a seat at the 
hands of his party and claiming that if the election is sent back to 
Colorado he would not stand a ghost of a chance of being elected, 
and that the only way he could get into this Ilouse was by a vote of 
his party here seating him, as it may be they intend to do this day. 
[do not know all the processes by which the result has been brought 
about so that there seems to be here a solid array—certainly upon 
the committee, it may be upon the other side of the House—for giv- 
ing toa man who presents no shadow of claim in popular right a 
seat on this floor with the rest of us, who were elected by duly con- 
stituted majorities. 

Iam not going to discuss over again the technical point as to the 
construction of the enabling act, the constitution of the State, and 
the overlying operation of the tert itorial laws, because lawyers upon 
the committee have done that, and done it very faithfully, upon both 
sides. It is admitted that a hotly contested election took place in 
Colorado on the 3d of October, 1876, It is not denied that at that 
time the voters of Colorado en masse determined, as they believed, who 
should represent them not only in the fragment of the Forty-fourth 
Congress, but also for the full term in the Forty-fifth Congress. It 
isnot denied that the public interest in that election extended as 
well to the membershi;; for the entire term as to the fragmentary 
term. Indeed, the vote was larger for the full term than for the frag- 
ment. The people were acting undoubtedly upon section 16 of their 
constitutional schedule, which declared that— 

The votes cast for Representatives in Congress at the first election held under 
this constitution shall be canvassed and the result determined in the manner pro- 
vided by the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegates in Con- 
gress. 

The plural “Representatives” is used, and everybody in Colorado 
knew it and acted upon it. 

Now, I do not care to go further than that. Such was the lan- 
guage of the specific section declaring how the election should take 
place and how the vote should be canvassed. Everybody in Colo- 
rado then understood that, coming in as a new State, she was to elect 
in that year for the fragment and for the full term. In all her pre- 
cincts, upon every hill-side, in every valley, in every new-springing 
village, the battle was waged for both the fragment and the full 
term. A very large vote was polled.. Here was no fraud; that is 
not contended. Here is no question of double returns; that is not 
claimed. Here is no question of intimidation; nobody sets up such 
apretense. Here isno question of counting votes not cast; that issue 
does not arise. But here were the people of Colorado, after a hotly 
contested canvass toward which all eyes in every other State of the 
Union were turned, voting for Representatives for the fragment of 
the Forty-fourth Congress and for the entire term of the Forty-fifth 
Congress. And the result of that large vote was that Judge Belford 
~ — by over eight hundred majority. Does anybody deny 
that 

Does any man deny that Colorado believed she was electing a mem- 
ber of this Congress at that time? Has it ever been denied during 
this whole controversy? If so, I have never heard it. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the man who was beaten in this race was not 
satisfied. The trouble with Mr. Patterson all the way through, here 
and elsewhere, has been that he was running in the face of popular 
opinion. He was undertaking in some way to get in over and above 
and against the will of the people. Why, sir, in his letter dated 
September 7, 1876, written before the election to Hon. Hugh Butler, 
chairman of the democratic State committee, he says: 

‘ I have always thought that the member for the Forty-fifth Congress must be 
elected in November. Hence the election in October will be for the Forty-fourth 
Congress only. Will ~~ not see to it that the proper designation of the office is 


~ m accordance with the law and the proclamation of Routt, and that it is un- 
derstood that only the member for the Forty-fourth is to be elected in October 


Then follows this language : 
The popular belief is otherwise. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, on the 7th of September, 1876, Mr. Patterson is 
found declaring that according to the popular belief in Colorado the 
member for the Forty-fifth Congress was to be elected on the 3d of 
October. He declares his own opinion to the contrary. 
weeks after that he and his agents are found distributing his tickets 
all over the State, which were voted for him as member of the Forty- 
fifth Congress. He had admitted the popular sentiment and belief, 
and if we knew what was in the man’s heart it would he found that 


he acquiesced in that sentiment, adopted it, and told his friends to 
October election. 


Vote for him at the Everybody accepted and rati- 
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here—all but myself—who are bound to believe that the | 


But three | 


fied the popular sentiment. I have never seen a stronger case than 
this in which a man ought in equity and morals to be estopped. 

Why, sir, if he had intended to maintain his opinion, his only course 
was to do at the October election as Judge Belford did at the No- 
vember election—let the thing go by default. But by this time popu- 
lar sentiment was working upon him. One of the signs that he saw 
as he traversed the State in his canvass was that the people believed 
they were to elect in Octover a member for both Congresses. And he 
yielded. I affirm that before the October election every claim of this 
kind was abandoned by Mr. Patterson; and the proot of it is that his 
vote at the October election for the full term is larger than it was for 
the fragment of the Forty-fourth Congress. He ought to be estopped 
forever. I do not know what the ambition of this man may be as to 
the future; but if he intends to dwell hereafter among this people 
whose popular opinion he agreed to accept when he went before them 
in that election, then it were better that a mill-stone should be put 
on his neck and he be cast into unfathomable depths than that he 
be seated here on the vote which he got in November. 
“foul,” as the jockey does who has lost his race. 
verdict as the suitor does who loses a case in court 
a new trial. 

I do not envy him his position among his people, and the fact 
is he has gone so far in this matter, and public opinion at home has 
been so aroused, that he and his friends do not dare to accept the 
proposition of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] that he be sent 
back to the people for settlement. 

Let us see what this man who was beaten did after this election in 
which everybody in Colorado took a hand. Let us follow him. Gen- 
tlemen talk about there having been a call for the November election. 
The only claim to that is that a subordinate in the office of the sec- 
retary of state without authority issued a proclamation which was 
withdrawn when his superior, had an opportunity to exercise his 
proper function. But all these considerations, Mr. Speaker, are of 
little account compared with the one great fact that the people of 
Colorado construed the law, and that is the upshot of all lam say- 
ing; that is the basis of my argument, whatever force it may have, 
that, admitting that there was a doubt about the day that lawyers 
might disagree upon, upon full notice the people of Colorado con- 
strued the law as enabling them to elect members for a fragment and 
for an entire term on the 3d of October, and the contestant Patterson 
acquiesced in that. 

Let us see what next we find. The moment the election was over 
and the moment he and his friends admitted—and they did not do 
that for some time afterward—that he was defeated, he began to start 
around fora new election, for another trial. He began his course 
of vagrancy and mendicancy, begging his party to get up a new elec- 
tion for his benefit. It was only that which caused any movement 
on the part of the republican State committee toward heading off 
such a movement. That committee warned the people of the effort 
of the democracy to get a new election. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. HALE. Yes. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Does the gentleman undertake to say that the 
proclamation which was issued by the republican secretary of state 
was caused by the republican State committee or was it an official 
act of that officer? 

Mr. HALE. I have said nothing about the republican State com- 
mittee; in connection with the “call,” I simply referred to the subor 
dinate and the withdrawal of proclamation when the secretary of 
state himself acted. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I did not understand, Mr. Speaker, that the gen 
tleman has answered my question. The question I asked in sincerity 
was whether the official act of the secretary of state of the State of 
Colorado in calling for the election of the 7th of November was in any 
way caused by political consideration or was a voluntary and legal 
official act? 

Mr. HALE. I said nothing whatever, I repeat, about political con- 
sideration causing the issue of that proclamation, but that it was done 
by a subordinate and retracted by his superior. 1 say the tirst indi- 
cation on the part of the republicans of being at all stirred by this 
proposition for a new election—the first recognition that Mr. Patter- 
son was making this attempt—was in the circular of the republican 
chairman that the democracy, or Mr. Patterson’s friends, *‘ seemed 
bound to enter upon anew election ;” and when the whole matter had 
been considered, when lawyers had been assembled and had conferred 
on both sides, when counsel elsewhere had been asked for opinion, 
when the opinion had been taken of an eminent Senator from another 
State, then the republicans one and all declined and refused to take 
any part whatever in that matter. Why, sir, the very sound of the 
battle had died away. 

Colorado had had her election and elected her members to Con- 
gress, and the strife had been transferred to more eastern States, and 
no man there, I venture to say, at that time, except the little coterie 
about Mr. Patterson, believed that the people of Colorado could be 
driven to enter intoanewelection. But this man, having started out 
upon his career of begging that some one might get up an eléction 
for his benefit, made some sort of canvass—l do nct mean that he 
went about making speeches; I do not know or care whether he did 
or not—but he drummed up his friends. He had twelve or thirteen 


He cries 
He whines at the 
and clamors for 
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thousand democrats in Colorado who had voted for him once as a 
member of the Forty-fourth Congress. 

But let me follow this beggar fora seat in this House into the 
counties of Colorado. He went into Arapahoe County, where he got 
779 votes in October, but could only drum up 574 votes in Novem- 
ber. In Bent he got 446 votes in October, and only managed to get 
133 of the faithful together in November. He went into Boulder 
County, where he got 1,067 democratic votes in October, and man- 
aged to rake and scrape in that strong democratic county only 302 
Noveraber. 


votes in Ile tried to get into Conejos County, where he 
received 562 votes in October, but in November he got no votes there. 
Nod crat, po man, voted for him. They had voted once, they had 


tried te elect hu 
thé i 1 


n member of Congress, but the fates had been against 
yielded like In this and in other counties the 
» respond to the clamor of this man 


af 
i 


nen. 
themselves refused te 
i lection for his bene 
And, Mr. Speaker, it is a noticeable thing in this case, as bearing 


lor a at ¢ it. 


upon public sentiment in this State,that in the strong democratic 
county where the party had done its best and polled its biggest vote 
and had voted earliest and perhaps oftenest it paid the least atten- 
tion to Mr. Patterson’s clamor for a new election, and where he got 
ten votes before he got but one or two or three. And so it went 


through the State, and the end of it was that out of 26,000 men who 
had cast their votes in October on both sides, out of 12,584 democrats 
in that State who had taken interest enough in him in October to 
vote for him and had been beaten, he managed to secure the presence 
at the polls of 3,5°0 men. After another canvass had been made, 
setting up his standard in this way, rebuked everywhere by the cold- 
ness and refusal of his own friends, without any certificate, without 
any proclamation then in force, without any machinery to conduct it, 
without any board that would canvass it, lacking every element that 
goes to make up a tille-deed to the high place of aseat in this House, 
and, above all, Mr. Speaker, lacking votes, he dares to come here be- 


fore this House and ask it to vote him in as a Representative from | 


the State of Colorado entitled to a seat with the rest of us here. 


cases such bare-faced, colossal audacity as this, and I ask my friends 
on the other side— 

Mr. WILSON. Will the gentleman allow me a word? 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 


Mr. WILSON. I wish to say here a word on the subject of the 


paucity of this vote, as I shall not have an opportunity to address the | 


House on this question. When my friend from Maine [Mr. HALE] 
says he has not seen or heard a parallel case of audacity, I desire to 
call his attention to a contest from the second congressional district 
of West Virginia in the Forty-ihird Congress. A gentleman, Mr. 
Hagans, was admitted to a seat on this floor who had received about 
3,500 votes out of nearly 30,000, 
vote was cast for Congressman. 
counties out of eighteen, and in eleven of the counties he was not 
known to be a candidate. 

Mr. HALE. L remember—— 

Mr. WILSON. Just one moment more; I have not got through. 
Yet that gentleman was admitted to a seat on this floor, and I desire 
to say to my friend [Mr. HALE] that as 1 am informed he was one of 
those who on that occasion voted for Mr. Hagans, who was thus 
seated. , 

Mr. HALE. [remember that case very well. 


There bad not been 
any such circumstances there as existed here. 


The position of the 
man there seated and sworn in was in no degree parallel to the posi- 
tion in this case. There had been no other election in which the 
people had passed and had passed against him. But here you are 
seeking to seat a man who has been passed upon and excluded by the 
people of Colorado in an election in which everybody participated, 
and no man can claim that these 3,550 votes which Patterson got up 


afterward were anything but a laggard support given as the result | 


of his importunities. And I ask gentlemen on the other side, espe- 
cially some gentlemen whom I have in my eye, and who claim to act 
fairly in all election cases, and who have thundered on this floor in 
favor of maintaining the popular voice expressed at clections—I ask 
hose gentlemen if the 3,580 votes so got by Mr. Patterson will justify 
1 iu voiing toseat him. If 3,5e0 votes so got would justify them 
in so doing, 2,580 would do it; 1,580 would do it; 80 would do it; 
10 would doit; 1 would doit. And what becomes of that boasted 
sentiment so often heard upon the other side that we must maintain 
in these cases the voice of the people ? 
Mr. MAYHAM. Willthe gentleman allow me another question ? 


Mr. HALE. I have been yielding and my time is ranning ont, and 
hereafter I must decline. 








Lue) 


That is the logical result of taking this spurious election. Sir, it is 
not a new doctrine that [have been talking about, that we cannot go 
back of the construction which a great people put upon doubtfal pro- 
Visions regarding the election of their members of Congress. Iremem- 
ber, and other gentlemen upon the other side who have been here 
with me for years remember, a marked case where this doctrine of 
sanctioning and maintaining the construction which the people of a 
State put upon a doubtful election was brought up and decided. I 
call the atiention of gentlemen especially to the case of the entire 
Tennessee delegation in the Forty-second Congress. In 1871, when 
the Speaker's hammer struck the desk, and the House was opened and 
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| mittee of Claims, and the gentleman who presides over the; 
| waters that bear upthe Navy of the United States, [ Mr. Wurrrnory; 





In eleven counties in his district no | 
He was practically voted for in four | 
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| dent. 


| 








It is admitted that the governor aod all other authorities in Tennessee hi 
: : ; : : ; | 
Why, Mr. Speaker, I have never known in the history of ‘election | 


| backed by the eminently fair and judicial gentlemen with w hou 


| his party to seat him. rant 
| go back to the people of Colorado; but if you do not seat Mr. l* 
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organized, the delegation from Tennessee presented itself here 
Mr. Belford, with credentials from the governor, reciting t}, 
had been elected upon acertain day. Objection was made th: 
legislation on the part of the Tennessee Legislature had w 
all provisions under which the delegation in Congress could be electea 
in November as the certificate stated, and that the election sheala 
have been in August. aia 
And here and elsewhere it was generally admitted and claimed tha 
the election had been at a wrong time, or at least at a doubtfal tin, 
Here were eight men knocking at our doors for admission wider iy; 
such circumstances as this gentleman from Colorado is claimiye his 
seat now. It was charged that they had been elected upon they sa 
day. When the objection was made by Mr. Stevenson, of Oli.) 
asked that they stand aside upon that ground, aud that the Commi:t 
of Elections should consider the matter. The answer was ei. 
that the population of Tennessee had construed their law and device, 
the doubtful point and elected this delegation, and the objection was 
waived, and in a republican house a delegation of eight 
froin Tennessee, six of them being democrats, including the sentley 
from Tennessee, [Mr. BriGHt,] who is now the chairman oi shy ( 


» a8 did 
at they 
ut hasty 
iped out 


e 


abs 


gentlemen 


rougy 


were adinitted to seats on this floor, the proposition being aduitted 
upon the republican side of the House that the State having eon. 
strued a doubtful point in the law it does not lie in us to controvert 
it. When the contest was raised by Mr. Prosser it was referred ¢, 
the Committee of Elections, which was at that time presided over by 
the present Secretary of War, a man eminent for his fairness and his 
knowledge of law in relation to election cases, and he reported upo: 
the case, and Lask the attention of the gentlemen on that side tot 
language which he used in that report. Says Mr. McCrary : 

If, however, the question as to whether by the act of 1870 the time for hold 
the clection in question was changed from August to November was one of doui 
we should feel bound to follow the construction given to it by all the authori 
the State of Tennessee, whose duty it has been to construe it and to execut: 





thing to do with the construction and enforcement of this act of bi0 he 
strued it as in nowise affecting the act of 1868, and by common and universal asser 
the election was held at the time fixed in the latter act. It is a well-estabjis 
and most salutary rule that, where the proper authorities of the State government 
have given a construction to their own constitution or statutes, that consiru 
will be followed by the Federal authorities. This rule is absolutely ne« 
the harmonious working of our complex governments, State and national 
your committee is not disposed to be the first to depart from it. 


8s 


That report was unanimously accepted by the House, and 1 
friend from Tennessee [Mr. Bricut] and his colleague [ Mr. Wun 
THORNE] and six other members, only two of whom were repuly 
ans, in a comparatively close House, were allowed their seat 
no dog barked against them. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him fn 
a moment? 

Mr. HALE. I cannot yield now, for my time is running short. } 
to-day with a democratic majority in this House, with no stress o! 
weather, nothing that requires anybody to be thrown overboard 01 
anybody to be taken on, the entire body of those representing tl 
majority on the committee come here and in violation of this pria 
ciple, in violence to the express sentiment of the people of Colora 
submit a report to seat a man who had been rejected by the peop! 
of Colorado and was only able to muster 3,580 out of a voting popu 
lation of 26,000. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, here is an opportunity given to set a prec 
The majority can do it. Those gentlemen who weeks ago 
declared that they would never vote to seat Mr. Patterson ta) 
yield to solicitations, to the party, and to the desperate cry set Uj 
by Mr. Patterson to them to help him to a seat in this House, and 
they may seat him in violation of precedent and principle a 
against the voice of the constituency he claims to represent; th 
can do that thing if they are determined, because they have tv 
power to do it. They may refuse to seat Mr. Belford, who presents 
a perfectly good claim. They can go further: they can reiuse | 
adopt the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, | Mr. Cox, | whe, 


unexpectedly I fancy, finds himself solitary and alone and noi 


} 
Ut 


he 
u 
t 
ty 


has been sitting in association upon the committee. * The major 
can vote down his proposition if they will and thereby satisty the 
suppliant who is claiming this seat on the ground of the duty o! 
I do not wonder, sir, that he does not want to 
iord, who comes here presenting the construction of the law by the 
people ef Colorado, with the certificate of the governor, and a 
no tlaw in his title excepting a technical one, you ought to refer 
matter back to the people of Colorado. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, there are some things that this House can ©. 
It has held Colorado throttled for over a year. The last Congress 
her Representative in for the fragmentary term only during t 
waning days of the session. By virtue of stern party lines, arraye¢ 
upon another issue than the present, they kept Colorado ont 0! - 
House and allowed nobody here to represent her during neatly te 
whole of the last session of the last Congress. Then Judge — 
was seated and represented his State here for two or three days; 
forget the exact number. : od 
Time has passed; two months and more of the sessions of this Con- 
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seas have gone and nobody yet represents Colorado on this floor. 
t < House can by its majority eeat Mr. Patterson and declare that 

‘wos duly elected. But when they do that they do not seat a 

osentative from the State of Colorado. Forced by the clamors 
 ) have been made they elect here a Representative for Colorado 

1 declare by brute force that this political rape shall be made 
aan ie people of that State, and that this man who has been de- 
nit d and defied and rejected by them shall be thrust in here as their 
I presentative. : 

(his House can do that if gentlemen everywhere respond to the 

ty call. But I say again that they will by so doing not seat a 

»sosentative from the State of Colorado, and the people of Colo- 

» will set this thing right in the near future. 

‘Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. CALDWELL, of Alabama.) The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

“Mr. HALE. The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hiscock,] who 

ul some minutes of his hour remaining, told me that I might oceupy 
itif I desired. 

Mr. WILSON. L 
HALE] injustice in stating that he voted for the final proposition in 
the case to which I referred ; he did not vote upon the final proposi- 
“Mr. HALE. I did not understand the gentleman to say that I 
voted for it. . 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. How much of the time of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Hiscock] is left? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Twenty minutes, which he has al- 
lowed to the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HALe. ] 

Mr. HALE. I will not occupy auy more time, Mr. Speaker, as I 
learn that General BUTLER expects to use Mr. H1iscock’s remnant 
of his hour. 

Mr. COBB. I am entitled to the floor at this time, but will give 
way to the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. STEPHENS, ] who wishes to 
speak upon this question, and cannot remain much longer in the 
House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
fecling or interest in this case ; 
tisan feeling whatever. 
mont [Mr. JOYCE] yesterday, I look upon this as a question involv- 
ing the great right of a State to representation upon this floor. I 
also regard it asa question involving law and constitutional construe- 
tion. In that view alone I wish to submit a few remarks, and a few 


or 


Wi 


Mr. Speaker, I have no personal 
none whatever; nor have I any par- 


With regard to any entreaties that have been made on behalf of 
he contestant, or any appliances which have been resorted to to in- 


fluence the Committee of Elections of this House, I know nothing | 


and Ieere nothing. Upon contested elections, since I first took a seat 


upon the floor of this House, I have been governed in my action by | 
what I deemed to be constitutional law and the rights of the parties | 


under it. 
The facts in this case I understand to be admitted on both sides. 


The only question is, was the election in October, at which Mr. Bel- | 


ford claims to have been elected, held on the legal day ; or was the 
November election under which the other contestant, Mr. Patterson, 


claims a seat here held on the legal day, the constitutional day? To | 


my mind the answer to that question is clear. 

Had the constitutional convention of Colorado the right to fix the 
day for electing a Representative in Congress ? 
to tix the day tor the first election of a Representative and the first 
only. Had the Congress of the United States the right to fix the 
day? Congress did have the right and had fixed the day for the 
second and all subsequent elections. I so held upon this floor in re- 
gard to another case of a similar character the first time I ever oceu- 


pied aseat in this Honse, against the opinions of many of my asso- | 


ciates, 


Che gentleman last up, [Mr. HALE,] for whom I entertain a high 
respect, says that by common consent the people of Colorado waived 
the day fixed by Congress, Can the people of Colorado or of Georgia 
or of Massachusetts waive by common consent the legality of the day 
tixed by Congress, the constitutional authority? They cannot. The 
genteman cited a Tennessee case, where Congress permitted the 
popular voice to control in the construction of the lay. That was a 
State law, and the Supreme Court of the United States always yields 
in the construction of State statutes to the decision of the highest 


courts of the State. In the Tennessee case Congress may have done 
The same, 


ber 
exce 


ber 


Mr. Patterson was elected in Colorado. 
ment, how many votes he mustered. 
branch of the argument. 
W ere the 
the State 


pt in certain excepted cases, such es the first election for a mem- 


It is immaterial in my judg- 
T am not going to reply to that 
He was elected on the legal day. 
people of Colorado misled? How did the governor of 
of Colorado construe this act of Congress and the schedule 
of the constitution of that State? In the Tennessee case the governor 
and other State otlicials construed the State law, and the House con- 
formed to his construction of that State law. But in Colorado the 


rove ; . . . . . 
overnor interpreted the law rightly and issued his proclamation for 


I find that I did the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 


} ance with law in making up his roll as he did for this Congress. , 
judgment was that Judge Belford ought to have been on the roll. 


| put Judge Belford on the roll. 
In the langaage of the gentleman from Ver- | 


It did have the right | 


| member of such court I shall, if in the House when the 





‘t has been since that time that Congress has enacted thit mem- | 
‘ of Congress in all the States shall be elected on a particular day 


of Congress in « Territory admitted asa State. On that legal day | 
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an election in October for a Representative in the Forty-fourth Cor 
gress as the schedule of their constitution provided ; but for a mem 
ber of the Forty-fifth Congress he issued his proclamation that 
election should be held on the 7th of November. That is the 
on which Patterson was elected. That was his construction 
not for me now to say why he changed it. 
and no partisanship in this contest. It is sufficient for me to know 
that the governor of that State construed the law as I construe it 
And it is enough for this House to know that Mr. Patterson con- 
strued it then as I construe it, and urged his friends to accede to that 
construction, and they construed it rightly. 
upon on both sides of the contest. 

Then what is this House to do? The personnel of these contestants 
has nothing to do with the matter. Our duty in my judgment, sit- 
ting here as a court, and in that capacity I sit here as a judge—our 
duty, without reference to beggars or mendicants or petitioners or 
clamors, is to stand by the law and the Constitution of our country. 
That is the rule I have marked out for myself. 

As to partisanship, but one word; for I have already spoken twice 
as long as lexpected. Last fall when I was hardly able to occupy 
my seat here, I thought that this side of the House made a great 
blunder and committed a great wrong to the State of Colorado. 1 
told them so. Judge Belford ought to have been sworn in on the 
first day of the session. He was clearly entitled to his seat. I had 
looked into the case soon after the election. 1 happened to have 
friends in Colorado who submitted all these papers to me; and on a 
sick bed I investigated the question before it came up here last fall. 
I was perfectly satisfied that Judge Belford ought then to have been 
admitted to a seat, and I thought it a great wrong that he was 
excluded. 

In my judgment the Clerk of this House did right and in accord- 
My 


It is 
I have no person: lities 


rhe facts are allagreed 


Why? It was not for the Clerk to construe these Jaws. The law 
under which he acts is imperative. Judge Belford came here with 
the certificate of the governor of the State, and under the law that 
certificate controlled the Clerk. He was in my judgment bound to 
When, therefore, the matter was sub- 
mitted here on the first day of this session I thought that Judge Bel 


ford ought to have been sworn in upon the prima facie case, sending 


the question of the contest to the Committee of Elections. 
point I was clear. 

The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALr] has said, | believe, that at 
the opening of the session no man “ dared” (1 think that was his ex- 
pression) to raise his voice in favor of seating Mr. Patterson. Why, 
sir, in my judgment, the raising of any such question would have 
been premature. Judge Belford ought to have been sworn in upon 
the prima facie case, and then the Committee of ,.Elections should 
have reported on the merits of the contést. I doubted not that they 
would report in favor of Mr. Patterson. It seems that seven of them, 
a large majority, have reported in his favor. One gentleman on the 
republican side has reported a resolution that there was no legal elec- 
tion in either case and the question ought to be sent bac!: to the 
people, while three only have joined in a minority report so seat 
Judge Belford. 

Thus much I have said in great feebleness in discharge of what I 
think a public duty. Lintend to say no more. I submit these con 
siderations to the House, who will judge as to their weight. ‘This 
question ought not to be decided in any partisan view, but in the 
same spirit as all questions submitted to an impartial court. As a 


Upon that 


vote is taken, 
vote to sustain the majority of the committee and to seat Mr. Pat 
terson. IfI am not here, I trust [shall be enabled to get a pair with 
my friend from Brooklyn, [Mr. CHITTENDEN. ] 
MESSAGE FROM THE 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, an 
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 412) to punish em- 
bezzlement in the District of Columbia, to protect 
District, and for other purposes: in which 
House was requested. 


SENATE, 


the records of said 
the concurrence of the 


COLORADO CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. COBB addressed the House. [His re 
Appendix. ] 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Mr. Speaker, I have but five min- 
utes time and therefore my remarks may be somewhat epigrammatic. 
In the first place, I have no more doubt than I have of my exist- 
ence that the true and constitutional day upon which to hold the elec- 
tion for Colorado in 1876 for a member of the Forty-fifth Congress 
was in October. I have no donbt of this further: 1] have no doubt 
of the fact that there is no gentleman in this House who believes that 
a majority of the voters of Colorado has expressed a wish that Mr. 
Patterson should represent them in the Forty-fifth Congress. That 
no gentleman pretends to think or will pretend to think. 
Now, sir, my notion of elections is that their objecf is to ascertain 
the will of the pecple. The people of Colorado have said that they 
wanted Mr. Belford to be seated in this House for the Forty-fifth 


Congress. 


narks will appear in the 


But it is said we must look strictly to legality and not regard the 


| will merely, if irregularly expressed, of the people of Colorado. This 
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has not always, I am thankful, been the course pursued in the House 
of Representatives. 

I had the honor of a seat in the Forty-fourth Congress and the 
honor of being a member of the Committee of Elections, and we had 
before us a case where the doctrine I contend for was most strongly 
illustrated. It was the case of Buttz against Mackey,in South Caro- 
lina. In that district the whole vote cast at the election was 31,942, 
and taking the whole election as the votes were returned, Mackey had 
a majority of 2,537. The committee, on examination of the count, 


came to the conclusion that the conduct of the election in Charleston | 


was so irregular they could not count the vote of Charleston. 
vote of Charleston was a little over 10,000. We cast out the vote of 
Charleston. It left remaining 21,538 votes in regard to which there 
was no question whatever, and if they were counted it would have 
given Battz a majority of 3,006. Yet Buttz was arepublican and the 
House did not think and the Election Committee unanimously, with 
my friend from Virginia [Mr. HarrIs] at its head, did not think it 
would do to seat Buttz, and I agreed with him. We had not a fair 
expression of the will of the people. The whole vote was 31,000 and 
odd, there were 10,000 and odd stricken out, and 21,000 and odd votes 
remained, and yet he said we had not the will of this people expressed 
and the committee unanimously reported there should be a new elec- 
tion. This House unanimously sustained that report. 
doctrine in the case of a republican. It was sauce to the republican 
goose, why not to the democratic gander? [Laughter. ] 

I know there are some difficulties about this case. 


The 


and laws of Congress render the election invalid in October. 
not care what the day is so particularly. This much is certain, and 
no one will dispute it, that in October there was not a living man in 
Colorado but believed that was the day appointed to settle the ques- 
tion who should represent that State in the Forty-tifth Congress. 
They all voted, every man expressed his opinion, and a decided 
majority said Judge Beiford should be the man. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. My friend will excuse me, as I 
have only five minutes allowed me under the rules of the House. 

Now, Judge Belford, coming here with the whole people of Colorado 
believing in October that the vote should be taken on that day, and 
the majority having expressed its will in his behalf, are the people 
of that State to be represented here or not ? 

Ido not stand here to ask this House to do as I would do: seat 
Judge Belford. But 1 ask this House if they are willing to disfran- 
chise the State of Colorado. Why, sir, in my boyhood I used to read 
about the doings of a corrupt English ministry with a venal House 
of Commons behind them. When Middlesex would not elect Colonel 
Luttrell, but returned Mr. Wilkes by a majority of more than ten to 
one, they found that it was constitutional under the British consti- 
tution to refuse to seat the man whom the electors of Middlesex de- 
sired to represent them in the House of Commons and leave out the 
man whom the electors had chosen. I do not believe yet, and I shall 
not believe it till I have seen it, that even the exigencies of a nar- 
row political majority in this House—— 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 
and leave other gentlemen to settle them. 

Mr. BUTLER. By the act of the republican caucus I was put upon 
a committee early in the session and it was made my duty to examine 
the case which is now before the House. In pursuance of that duty 
Lexamined all the precedents in the case of the first admission of 


States and the first elections and I gave to the House the result of | 


that examination. I am now to call to the attention of the House 
that in the speeches able as they have been on the other side there 
has been no attempt to overturn that unbroken line of precedents or 
to distinguish this case from those in this the vital point, that the 
enabling act by which the State is admitted always may fix and 
always has fixed the day for the first election ; or when none has 
been fixed, then the member who was elected by the people at the 
first general election under the constitution has always been seated. 

Now all this turns upon the question of law whether the enabling 
act did fix a day or permit Colorado to fix a day. 
threw, repealed pro tanto the general act fixing a day for all the 
States and Territories; and that it should do so is exactly what we 
should expect when making new legislation for a new State, not 
adopting old legislation for old States. 

This is a question upon which there may be some doubt. If you 
stand by the strict letter of the law there may be doubt. But that 
doubt has always been resolved in favor of the man that has been 
elected. But gentlemen look upon this thing differently, and I ac- 
cord to my opponents opposite the same right of judgment that I 
claim for myself; and I could easily conceive how men can be brought 
to believe a nem of law that I cannot; and I have a very 
strong example before me. The learned and able gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Harris] in his speech undertook to say to the House 
that the Attorney-General had given his opinion in this case substan- 
tially that the 7th day of November was the day for the election of 
Representatives. I think if the Attorney-General had given that 
opinion it was a very strong point. Although I had not the pleasure 
of hearing the speech of the gentleman from Virginia I did him the 
honor, as I always do, of reading his speech very carefully, and I find 





It was good | 


Tr. | Stay away. 
The gentleman | 
from Indiana who was elected in November thinks the constitution | 


I did | 


I will stop with those exigencies | 


If it did it over- | 
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r of the At. 
ate asked jp 
absence for thirty 


how easily a man of his ability can be misled. The lette 
torney-General was to this effect: The marshal of the St 
one of the last days of September to have leave of 
days. The Attorney-General writes him: 

1 am im receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, in which you ask f; 
absence for thirty days from and after October next. This will inch 
the general election and the time intervening between the present d 
which it is presumed will be a period of considerable excitement in a} 
country. At such atime I think the officers of the United States, es 
ed States marshals, should be at their posts. 

Was there not a general election held on that day? Was ther 
anything said about a member of Congress? He says there is to % 
a general election and the marshal had better be at home. |x that 
the authority of my friend from Virginia? And yet in groping 
around for authorities this is the best he can do; and if he could a 
nothing better I do not know anybody else who could. That is the 
only authority he finds, and yet so strong is the disposition to sus 
tain our own cause that we lawyers get our minds very much Jed 
away. Therefore I say this is a matter on which we can all differ 

But there are some things we do not differ about. And that is that 
the people of Colorado meant to have elected Mr. Belford op that 
day, and the people of Colorado did not mean to elect Mr. Patterson 
on that or any other day. Now, I agree to the authority cited, that 
where an election is held according to law and men have had a {air 
chance to vote that that election is controlling against those who 
But the fair chance to vote is the condition as laid dow 
by Mr. McCrary in his law of elections. 

At the second election the parties had not a fair chance to vote, 
for the great republican party and a great portion of the democrat 
party staid away upon the ground that there was no time to vote, 
and that they ought not to vote. They may have been mistaken, jf 
you please, but it was not a fair vote. Now, what is our duty? Our 
duty is to do that which all this election machinery of ballot, com- 
mittees, counts, supervisors, tends to. It all tends to one use and to 
answer one purpose, and that is to get at a fair expression of the will 
of the people. And whenever any election machinery or returning 
| boards, electoral commissions or anything under heaven stands be- 
| tween the will of the people and the fair count of the vote of the people, 

the fair yielding to the expression of that vote, it ought to be swept 
away and made no account of, whatever party is to be benefited or 
whatever party is to be destroyed. No machinery of returning boards, 
no machinery of counting, no machinery of election ever ought to put 
a man in any oftice who is not elected by the fair vote of the people. 
And both of my friends on the other side, however much they may 
be committed to the opposite, I pray you hold your peace forever 
after if you put a man who had not that fair vote and that fair ex- 
pression of the will of the people in his favor into a seat in this 
House. 

Stop this cry of fraud in elections, which we remember took place 
not long ago. Shut your own mouths with your own fingers, as you 
will do when you vote in this way. Idonot ask you to vote that Mr. 
Belford be seated. But I pray you to think upon the impolicy, of 
democrats as well as republicans, men of America looking to the 
elections that govern this country, undertaking to seat Mr. Pat- 
terson. I speak without reference to that gentleman himself, for 
from all that I have heard I have high respect for him. Here has 
been, take it at the best, a mistake ; one party in Colorado thinking 
one day the right day, and the other party thinking another day the 
right one. One party thinking the 3dday of October the day for the 
election of Representative in this Congress voted in very large nuw- 
bers, and by a majority, an absolute majority of the entire voting 
population of Colorado, elected Mr. Belford. Other men, few in nun- 
| ber, went through the form of an election on the 7th of November. 
You now decide by a majority of your Committee of Elections, which 
I expect you will follow, that Mr. Belford ought not to have been 
elected on that day when he was elected. Very good. Then it was 
our duty. I speak not now of the partisan. It mak<s little difference to 
us whether you have a majority of one less or more; that is of no 
consequence. Butthe principle is of the greatest consequence. Whiat 
is our duty? Send this matter back to Colorado, and let them say 
whom they want. Let them hold an election fixed by law, so that 
there can be no mistake about it, and, in language of fair play, “ let 
| the best man win.” Is not that exactly our duty? 
| Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I desire to ask the gentleman a ques 
| tion. If you Believe that the 7th of November was the legal day tor 
the holding of this election, how will you cast your vote ; what wi! 
be the duty of the House ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I am much obliged to the gentleman for the que» 
tion. Suppose that the 7th of November being the legal day te0 


wT leave f 
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ite and that 
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men got together in a bar-room and voted in it, or in a church, if the 
gentleman does not like the idea of a bar-room, would not such aa 
election be a mockery, even though the election were under the au: 
thority of the laws of the State ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. My friend does not answer the ques 
tion. The record shows that thirty-eight hundred and odd votes 
were cast according to law for Mr. Patterson upon the legal day = 
Mr. Belford admits; thirty-eight hundred and odd votes were cast 
on the 7th of November, and cast according to the forms of law. 
What, then, is the duty of the House? . 

eee How many votes were thrown upon the 3d of Oc- 
tober 
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1877. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. You answer my question hy asking me 


a BUTLER. Like a Yankee, I generally answer a question by 
sking another. She 

“Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
id answer my question. 

BUTLER. If there were over 3,000 votes cast, when 26,000 
» thrown on the 3d of October, it isthe same asif but 10 votes had 
» east. It was not a fair election by the people. They had not 

' opportunity to vote. I do not care whether this happened 
iy fraud or by mistake. I admit, for the sake of argument, that the 
-:) of November was the legal day, and that 3,000 voters out of 
000 in this State got together and did vote. If, asa matter of law 
all that wanted to vote had an opportunity of doing so, then 
+ was an election, even though only ten men voted. But if of the 
4: 000 voters only 3,000 or 5,000 understood that they had a right to 
re on that day, then there were thirty-three or thirty-one thousand 
who were deprived of their rights. This is not a Government of 
traps and catches and legal quibbles, but a Government of law and 
equity and right, and it is right that the people should have an op- 
portunity to vote when they understand that they are to vote. 

* Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Allow me to ask you another question. 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. We are here to get at the right. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The House will recollect an election in 
the State of West Virginia in 1873, when the republican convention 
decided that there was to be no election for Congressmen in August, 
and the democratic convention made the same decision, and although 


I would much rather the gentleman 


ynd fact, 


0.000 votes were cast at that election some few persons cast their | 


allots for Mr. Hagans for Congress, and my friend decided that that 
being the legal day it made no difference how many had voted ; that 


because, according to his view, it was the law that the election should | 


be held on that day Mr. Hagan was entitled to his seat. 
vou his words on that occasion. 

Mr. BUTLER. Pardon me; I have but fifteen minutes. 
you will give me enough time to make up what you will take from 
me now, | will yield. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 


then said : 


I will give 


I will try to do that. The gentleman 


Pardon me; I think it would be a most dangerous precedent for us to set, after 
ome to the conclusion that the 22d of August was the legal day of election, if 
say that we will set aside an election on that legal day upon the supposition 
tall did not vote who wanted to vote, or if we should interpose our fiat and say 

ut the people did not express themselves as they ought to have done. I say that 
i be a most dangerous precedent; and rather than set such a precedent I 

iid let in one man wrongfully, although in this case I do not think the man I 
ild let in would be let ia wrongfully. 


* . 


I therefore beseech pees on both sides of the House, in the interest of fair 
nd of the people hereafter, that you will not unseat a man if he was elected 
ular day of election, when the people have voted aad when he has re- 


ed a fair majority of the votes thrown, and nobody was by foul play or fraud | 


vented from voting. 


[ Langhter. } 
Mr. BUTLER. 


I adopt every word of that. [Laughter.] Every 
word: 


Ido not leave out one. See the qualification that I put in: 
“Nobody was by foul play or fraud prevented from voting ;” when it 
was not the fault of the people that they did not vote. Have I said 
uything against that now? Nota word. In this case in Colorado 
it Was not their fault that they did not vote on the 7th day of No- 
vember; it was their misfortune, if that was the legal day, in having 
mistaken the day. It was the understanding that that was not the 
(lay of election. The case to which I then referred was a case where 
the people staid at home; there was no quarrel about the day. The 
(uestion for us then to determine is what was the legal day of elec- 
tion? I said then that if ten men voted on the legal day of election, 
and everybody had a fair chance to vote on that day, then it was an 
election. 

In this case I believe that the 3d day of October was the legal 
day of election, If, however, I am mistaken, and the 3d day of 
Uctober was not the legal day for election, and if the people of the 
State of Colorado did not have a fair opportunity to vote on the 
other day—I read now from your old authority, McCrary on Elec- 
Hous, “a fair opportunity to vote”—I say that, when but three thou- 
sand people voted on the 7th day of November upon a question upon 
Which twenty-six thousand people voted on the 3d day of October, 
then it is conclusive evidence to my mind, and I submit it should be to 
the mind of every fair man, that the people of Colorado did not have 
4 lair opportunity to vote, because they did not understand what was 
the legal day of election. That is all the argument I desire to make 
on that subject. I hold that the will of the people shall be respected 
When they have a fair chance to express it. Now, I would like to ask 
wy friend from Virginia [Mr. Harris] if he thinks that my speech 
on that West Virginia case was right. ; 

Mr. HARRIS, ot Virginia. Admit that—— 

Mr. BUTLER. No; I do not want to admit; answer the question. 
Vas that speech right ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
Was right, b 
day of ele 


I think your enunciation of the law 
ut your application to the day was wrong. I think the 
ction was in October; you thought it was in August. At 

lee body was a candidate, but some put in a few 
ptitiously for Hagans; while at the October ie there 
@ vote, Yet your conscience would not allow you to respect 


the August election no 
Votes surre 
Was a larg 


| ter] 


But if | 
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the will of the people as shown in October, but you went for the 
man voted for in August. 

Mr. BUTLER. Pardon me; did I do right? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. If so, then for the first time [laugh- 


Mr. BUTLER. 
and which wrong. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
and when wrong ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Let me answer in my own way. 

Mr. BUTLER. No; answer the question. , : 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I say that in regard to the day of elec- 

| tion the gentleman was wrong, but in the enunciation of principle 

the gentleman was right. 

Mr. BUTLER. Very good. As to the day of election I may be 
| wrong or right, but on principle Iam right. [Laughter.] ‘ 
| that statement. That is exactly what I think. 

I plant myself on this ground—I do not believe that you can find 
anywhere that I have ever gone back on the principle, and I am 
willing that examination should be made—I plant myself upon this 
principle and this principle alone: that where it is not the fault of 
the people, and a majority of the people have not voted at all, have 
taken no notice of the election, and their doing so was clearly on 
account of some mistake, then I say there ought to be a new election. 

Mr. BUCKNER. That is not this case. 

Mr. BUTLER. Very well; if it is not this case, then gentlemen 
will vote accordingly. But why isit not this case? Let us examine 
| that. On the 3d day of October twenty-six thousand men voted for 
a member of Congress, and they thought that they had then done 
theirduty. They could not vote more than once, because the theory 
| out there 1 hope is not to vote early and often for a member of Con- 
gress, as they supposed they had elected a member of Congress. 

Then another election was ca¥ed; but one-half of the people 
| through their political organization said that that was wrong; that 
they were not called upon to vote on that day. ‘They may have been 
| right or wrong in that; but right or wrong the people staid away 
| from the polls. I read again from the speech of the gentleman : 

“ Many counties did not open polls and there were not any elections 

held.” That may have been on account of a mistake of the law, 

and a mistake that we three hundred men here cannot settle. We 

differ about it, and unfortunately we difier nearly according to our 

political proctivities. The people in Colorado might differ about it 

according to their political proclivities. But, dittering about it as 
| they did, they did not know what to do, and they staid away from 
| the polls. Now, it is claimed here in the name of popular elections 
| that the man who received 3,000 votes out of 26,000 shall be admitted 
| to his seat. 

Mr. BUCKNER. 
withdrawn by the 

Mr. BUTLER. Very likely. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Will the gentleman state then what effect that 
would have not only upon his own, the republican, party, but upon 
the democratic party, when the member of Congress was the only 
oflicer to be elected ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I say I do not think they acted very wisely there. 
I am not arguing for their wisdom. I only say that we shall act very 
unwisely if we adopt their unwisdom and undertake to elect here a 
man whom the people of Colorado have not voted for, or only three 
thousand men out of twenty-six thousand voted for him. 

I again urge my friends on the other side not to make the same 
mistake that we republicans did frequently when we were in the 
inajority, [laughter:] not to get up precedents which may return by 
and by to “ plague the inventors.” What harm is there in submit- 
ting this question again to the will of the people? If there was a 
mistake of law 

Mr. BUCKNER. Suppose that by collusion one party remains 
away from the polls voluntarily and the other party attends and 
votes, what is the legal result ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I will answer the gentleman. His party numbered 
about twelve thousand at the October election; but in November 
about three thousand turned out; the other nine thousand staid 
away from the polls. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Why should they turn out when there was no 
opposition to their candidate ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Why was there no opposition to their candidate ? 

Mr. BUCKNER. Because your party had withdrawn all opposi- 
sition by trick and collusion. 

Mr. BUTLER. We had withdrawn, because the majority of the 
people said that they had already elected a Representative ; and we 
believed it. We believe it now. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Your governor did not believe it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Yousay that we made a mistake of law. But the 
majority of the democratic party believed as we did and staid away 
from the polls in November. Only eleven out of twenty-six counties 
voted. Do not provoke me to go further into this question, for I do 
not want to. [Laughter.} 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would like to ask the gentleman one 
question, which I know he will answer frankly. He says that his 


Let old Virginia tell me which way I was right 


On the day 
No, no; I donot want aspeech. 





When was I right 


I accept 


Does the gentleman know that Mr. Belford was 
: republican committee after his election in October ? 
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party elected their Representative on the 8d of October. Now, I de- 
sire toask him whether on that day the secretary’s proclamation was 
not out ordering an election to be held in November for Representa- 
tive in the Forty-fifth Congress? 

Mr. BUTLER. Very likely. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. So that at the time of the October elec- 
tion the people had notice of the election to take place in November. 

Mr. BUTLER. And they took notice so violently that twenty-six 
thousand voted regardless of that notice, and less than four thousand 
according to it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would like to ask the gentleman one 
further question. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] says that 
Mr. Patterson was begging everybody to vote at the October election 
and that if any person staid away it was his own fault. Now, I 
want to ask the gentleman a question whichit might not be right for 
me to ask except on the principle which lawyers recognize, that where 
part of a conversation or statement has been detailed on the one side 
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| the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a joint reso] 


the other side is entitled to have the whole disclosed. Thegentleman | 


from Massachusetts has referred to a mysterious application of the 
party whip. Now, I desire to ask him if in that caucus which he has 
referred to—— 


Mr. CONGER. I remind the gentleman from Virginia that the gen- | 


tleman from Maine [Mr. HAL] is not here. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 1 wish to ask my friend from Massa- 
chusetts whether Mr. HALE was present in that party caucus in 
which the gentleman from Massachusetts was appointed to conduct 
this case, a duty which he has performed so ably. 

Mr. HALE. If the gentleman from Massachusetts will allow me, 
I will answer. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Perhaps I misunderstood the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. If I did, I will recall my question. 

Mr. BUTLER. Oh, no. Let me makethe statementagain. Before 
the House was organized we had a caucus for the purpose of nom- 
inating candidates for Speaker; and these contested-election cases 
then came before us, when a committee was appointed, of which I 
was one, to see to it, as these men were strangers, that their cases 
were properly put before the House. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Well, sir, I withdraw the question. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, obtained the floor, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. By consent of the gentleman from Ohio, 
my colleague on the committee, I desire to make a statement as to 
the time at which I propose to call the previous question. I hope the 
House will not consider it ungracious if I propose to detain members 
here an hour or so later than usual. Many gentlemen desire to go 
home to-morrow, and they want this question settled so that the un- 
finished business of the extra session may be brought up to-morrow 
or on the next day when the House transacts business. I believe that 
members generally will prefer to stay a little later than usual this 
evening in order to close this case. 

Mr. HALE. I think the gentleman is right. We had better vote 
upon the case to-night and have it out of the way. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I give notice, then, that at six o’clock 
this evening I will call the previous question. 

Many MEMBERS. Say five o’clock. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Members all round me suggest five 
o'clock; but I will say that certain members of the committee have 
not yet had a chance to speak; possibly they may decline to do s0; 
but courtesy requires that I should not deprive them of the oppor- 
innity. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I suggest that the gentleman fix five o’clock un- 
less other members of the committee object. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Asa compromise I will say half past 
live o’clock. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill of the following title ; in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of the House: 

A bill (S. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of material for 
the Public Printer. 

MATERIAL FOR THE PUBLIC PRINTER. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I ask that the bill (S. No. 461) to further regu- 
laie (he purchase of material for the Public Printer be taken up for 
action at this time. There is a section of the law as it now stands 
Which requires the Superintendent of Public Printing to advertise for 
ls for everything that he purchases. There are a great many little 
articles of which the expense of advertising amounts to more than 
the cost of the article itself, and the object of this bill is simply to 
SiVe’ « X}) c 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I will not object if it will take no more 
time than the reading of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot object with a qualifica- 
tien 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Then I must object, for I have given 
notice that I will call for a vote at half past five o’clock, and there- 
fore cannot give way for anything. I do not mean to be ungracious. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Well, think you are very unkind. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED. 
Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 








seat. 


an election. 


tion of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same. 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 59) authorizing payment of en), 

| of the House of Representatives their salaries for time served 
during the present session of Congress without having takey +), 
oath prescribed by law. , 


mployés 
by 1 


CONTESTED ELECTION—PATTERSON V8. BELFORD. 


Mr. COX, of Ohio. 


haps, say that I accept in the main the negative arguments of «, 
tlemen on both sides of the real controversy. In reporting as [ }hay, 
done, that I believe no valid election has been held in Colorado fo 
Representative in this House, I must necessarily accept the co; 
of our friends on the left that Mr. Belford has not a valid title to ¢)p 
In like manner I accept the negative conclusion of my friey\s 
on this side of the House that Mr. Patterson is not entitled to +, 
seat. 


I should hardly feel like asking the atte; 


of the House at all after the somewhat long discussion already « 
to this subject were it not for the fact that, as one of the committe 
I felt it my duty to make a report differing from all the rest, | 

true that the nature of my conclusions are such that I might. , 


per 


[ora 


i lusi 


tue 


Therefore, as I have said, I might perhaps rest the matter ther. 


but there are some considerations which seem to throw light op ¢! 
matter and I therefore ought to refer to them. I am quite free to 
say they shape themselves in my own mind quite as much j 
nature of reasons for the assumption of a general stand-point in recar) 
to elections like this asin the nature ot conclusions with revar| ty 
questions of law; although I think the legal questions are important 
I agree very heartily with the remark which has been made by ty 
gentleman who preceded me that in election cases more than in ay 
other kind of controversy which comes before deliberative assey; 
blies or courts of justice, the great question is what was really don 
and what did the people intend to do in that which is claimed to | 
In many matters, Mr. Speaker, we say, according to th 
old legal maxim, it is more important that the law should be certaiy 
than that it should be always right; but if we look at the current of 
decisions, especially those of more modern times, we find that if ther 
is any one subject excepted from this apparent rule of making th 
law certain at all hazards it is the law of elections. We seck in thes 
to make it right rather than to make it certain ; and I insist upon it 
that it is not an overstatement to say that the doctrine of elect 
stands out as that which legally we must approach from a totally 
ditierent direction from other questions ; for the maxim has been j 
verted, and in this case it is better we should be right than we shout 
follow the strict letter of law. 


Lie 


Now, sir, having gone with a great deal of care through this \ 


ume of testimony, numbering nearly three hundred closely printed 
pages, which was before the committee, I shall state in a general 
way, without wearying the House by quotation, what 1 understand 
to be the history of the Colorado election. 


I find, sir, that after the constitutional convention of Colorado had 


dispersed, election notices were issued in the nature of proclam: 
from the office of the secretary of state of Colorado, two in number 
one calling an election for the 3d of October of last year, and th 
other calling an election for the 7th of November. I find the ea 

vass began earnestly; a canvass which was to determine, as has ber 

stated, the persons who should hold all of the principal offices of thas 
State during the year or two tocome. Soon after the canvass was 
opened, however, it began to be apparent that there was a desire t 

consolidate the work of election, and thus save trouble and expens 
This showed itself, according tv the testimony, among the republic- 
ans first. 





It began to be bruited abroad in the State that Belford was say- 


ing in his addresses that he desired to have the question tested 1! 
October whether he or Patterson should represent Colorado, not on) 
in the Forty-fourth Congress, but in the Forty-fifth Congress. 1 
questions which have caused so much discussion here were not over 
looked or forgotten there. The people of Colorado were taking (t 
ferent positions and dividing in regard to the law. Three di 
sets of opinions were there as apparent as they are here, excep! 
those who there took the position I now assume here, do not set 
me from the testimony to have been in so small a minority as 1 founé 
myself in the committee. There were, as the secretary of state 0! 
Colorado tells us, the present secretary of state, those tliree opinions 
every where debated. s 
election for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress in November 







There were those who said we must have t 


There were others who asked how that could beso when the const 


was not to be settled by the Federal law, which alone was the ® 
thority for a day in November ; consequently the Legislature of ti 
State must meet and fix the day of the election by statute. The e 
stitutional convention, they argued, has only fixed the time of - 
election for the Forty-fourth Congress and remitted to the St" 
Legislature that for the Forty-fifth. There were others agai) “™ 
somewhat later in the controversy began to assert that th ol 
tober being the time for a general election was the fit time to decide 
both questions as to representation for both Congresses. . 
Now, in justice to the gentleman who claims the seat here as ‘ . 
testant, Mr. Patterson, I desire to say that it is apparent from tb 
testimony that he was refusing consistent 


tutional convention of the State had the determination of it ane! 


tue 


e 3d of Oc- 


On: 


ly to admit that the ques- 
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on was to be decided at the election in October. He was one of 
tic . oe te adhered to the opinion that the candidates ought to stand 
oe an in November. Judge Belford, on the other hand, a gen- 
Seman of equal standing—and both seem to be men of ability and 


haracter—insisted that whether it were true or not that both mem- |} 
Chale 


bers were to be elected in October they could easily arrange the 
thing; and to use the language of one of the witnesses which was 
roughly expressive, they could agree that whoever carried the elec- 
tion for both Congresses 1n October should, as they term it, “ have a 
walk-over in November. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I wish to ask the gentleman whether 


that proposition referred to the legal day or simply to the fact that 


whichever won at the election in October would have the field to 
himself in November, without a contest ? 4 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I do not wish to be misunderstood as to that. 
It was not an attempt to agree as to what was the legal day ; but in 
the midst of a controversy it was an attempt to arrange the thing so 
that there should be what everybody understood by a “ walk-over in 
November ;” that is, a merely formal election. 
~ Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. There is no pretense that that propo- 
sition was made to Mr. Patterson or communicated to him. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. 1 will not say that there is no pretense; but 
it is not proven that it was communicated to him. On that subject 
there is some dispute. I desire, however, to state very clearly that 
I would not for a moment claim that two gentlemen could agree 
between themselves as to the representation of a State. Although 
they had agreed by an instrument in writing, that would not bind 
the State. What I wish to show is that in the midst of a public 
excitement and great doubt on the question there was this effort to 
get an arrangement, partly to save the expense of an extra election 
and partly, as it came out in the testimony, to save the inconvenience 
of holding an election so late as November in a mountain State, 
when the early snows made much of the country very diflicult of 
access. It was stated before the committee by one of the parties to 
the contest that in August he had to pass through sixteen inches of 
snow in crossing a mountain ridge to get to a meeting, and it appeared 
from the evidence generally that on account of the snows usually 
falling in November it was extremely inconvenient to have an elec- 
tion at that time. There was every reason, therefore, to try to avoid 
the trouble of having two eleetions as being neither agreeable nor 
convenient to the parties concerned. 

Now, while all these things do not determine the law, they help us 
to get at the frame of mind of the people. ‘They went on until some 
time in October discussing the thing. Early in the canvass Mr. Pat- 
terson is found writing to a friend that while he insists that the elec- 
tion for the Forty-fifth Congress should be in November the popular 
opinion was different. This does not bind him, but it shows that such 
a popular opinion against an election in November really existed, and 
that the opinions ot the two parties tended more and more toward 
that idea. Now, that he may have adopted means to controvert this, 
and to correct this impression, may be true. Still the fact remains 
that the population of the State was in doubt, and consequently that 
it is necessary to keep this state of the public imind before us in our 
application of the law to the question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Lam sure my friend does not wish to 
mislead the House as to the facts. I admit that previous to the issu- 
ing of the proclamation by the secretary of state fixing the 7th of 
November as the day of election for the Forty-fifth Congress there 
was a certain amount of confusion on this point in the Territory, 
and the letter written by Mr. Patterson, which has been referred to, 
was written without a knowledge of that proclamation having been 
made only a few days before and when Mr. Patterson was in a re- 
mote part of the State. I now ask my friend from Ohio [Mr. Cox} 
whether the proclamation issued by the secretary of state on the 
ith of September, giving notice of an election in November, and 
which continued before the people until after the October election, 
that is, till the 10th day of October-—whether that did not settle the 
question in the popular mind as to whether there would be an elec- 
hon in October of a Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress? 

Mr. THORNBURGH. With the permission of the gentleman from 
Ohio I will state that the democratic paper published in the city of 
Denver, in its issue of the 16th September, denied that the member 
to = porty-Gifth Congress could be elected at any other time than 
in Uctober, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would suggest to my friend from Ten- 
one (Mr. THORNBURGH } that he should allow the gentleman from 

lo to take care of himself. 

Mr. THORNBURGH. The gentleman from Ohio yielded to me, 
and I had a right to make the statement that I did. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. The answer must be admitted by the gentle- 
inan from Virginia to be at least very pertinent. As has been stated, 
i democratic paper, published in the city of Denver, and which was 
known as the Colorado edition of the Kansas City Times, and which 
an yo Fp yar at that time as a campaign paper, did de- 
one 1¢ trick of the two proclamations, as it was called ; I do not 

‘ow that was the word, but it was the idea. The dispute having 


thus got into the political papers, the gentleman who was acting sec- | 


—- of state felt bound to answer this accusation, which he did in 
card from himself, which was published, in which he insisted that 
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he was right and that the law was in accordance with the procla- 
mations which had been issued. 

I think that all this shows simply what I have asserted before ; 
that the public mind was “torn up” about this question. The peo- 
ple did not rightly know what the law was. It was a new com- 
munity which had not been in the habit of acting under State laws, 
made up of immigrants fresh from other parts of the country or the 
Old World, living in a sparsely settled region, where the territorial 
area is two or three times larger than that of most of the old States. 
It is certainly very much larger than Ohio, which has nineteen Rep- 
resentatives upon this floor, and yet it has not within its limits a 
larger population than is necessary to entitle it to one member of the 
House, and that population is scattered through the gorges, the 
cafions, and the distant mining regions of a wild country. It is ut- 
terly absurd to suppose that everything said and published in the 
center of the Territory would reach these distant portions of it in 
time to be of much use in an election campaign. I shall insist, as I 
go on, that the papers and the politicians of the Territory succeeded 
in so muddling the public mind that they did not know what the 
nature of the election was. 

I rely upon this as a proof that the election, so called, on the 7th 
day of November was not an election in fact. Just consider the cir- 
cumstances. Do not let us use arguments with reference to it as if 
it were a case from Massachusetts or from some other State where 
the population is dense. Let us look to the election of October 3. 
Prior to that the chairman of the democratic State central commit- 
tee, as he testifies, having learned that the republican State central 
committee were publishing a ticket containing the name of a candi 
date for Representative in both the Forty-fourth and Forty-tifth 
Congresses, undertook, by direction of his committee and as its or- 
gan,todothesamething. Right here, apart from the legal argument, 
I would admit to the gentlemen who advocate Mr. Paiterson’s case 
here that the chairman of the democratic committee bound nobody, 
but his action was one of the things which tended to confuse th 
public mind. They did not stand on the law; they did not say, W« 
will take no part in the October election for the Forty-tifth Con 
gress, but will stand on our legal rights. They merely followed the 
lead of their opponents, and published their ticket in the same way 
in which the republican committee had published theirs, 

Mr. Speaker, I think that in the general history of this country we 
have reached a point where we are bound, in matters of this kind, to 
take cognizance of the action of the party central committees in the 
management of an election. Their part in the canvass, though un 
official, is of the most important character, and, as part of the current 
of events, cannot be ignored. Tickets are printed and distributed 
by them. They go to every precinct of a State or Territory, are put 
into the voters’ hands, and the result is that the people assume that 
it is right to vote the ballot so prepared, because their party man- 
agers have agreed upon it. They also, that what is thu 
done is in accordance with law, and they follow unhesitatingly the 
lead thus given them. As I said, in such a community, with few 
public presses, and those hundreds of miles away from many of the 
settlers, the newspapers being of small circulation, with but little 
opportunity of reaching the remoter settlements because of the infre 
quency of the mails, and with all the other disabilities under which 
such a population labors, the people accept with ey 
mon credence all that the party committees do or say, and draw e\ 
broader conclusions from it than would ordinarily be done elsew! 

Consequently when the democratic central committee issued t 
tickets with the name of Mr. Patterson on them as candidate fo 
lorty-fifth as well as for the Forty-fourth Congress, it was one of 
the things best calculated to lead the people to believe that that wa 
to be the time.of an election which should be authoritative, and should 
definitively settle the representation of the State in both Congresses. 
We come, therefore, to the day of an election held under these circum 
stances. The vote was a large one; twenty-six thousand and odd 
votes were cast. These votes were pretty evenly divided, the major 
ity for Mr. Belford being a little over 1,000, According to common 
consent, we had in that election a fair test of the popular will. If 
we could stop there, I should say that if would be impossible to deny 
that Mr. Belford was the choice of the people of Colorado for this 
Congress. 

But that is not all. The circumstances were peculiar in other re- 
spects. The law, as I said at the outset of my remarks, guards jeal 
ously the expression of the popular will in an election and seeks by) 
every just means to learn it. But I have been forced to admit that 
there is alimit beyond which you cannot go. Where that limit is | 
will endeavor to state, not for the purpose of arguing the legal ques- 
tion just now, but only to have my position understood. 

While I should go as far as the furthest in seeking every indica- 
tion of the people’s real purpose at an election held at a time fixed by 
law or not expressly or impliedly forbidden by law, I cannot go so 
far as to admit the right or the power of the people to unite two elec- 
tions in one when the days on which they ought to take place are 
It is because I believe, and think I shall show when 
I come to a subsequent part of my argument, that the 3d of October 
was not the legal day of election for the Forty-fifth Congress that I 
conclude that, although the people were really confused by the acts 
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of October was the time of both elections, yet this was not in itself 
sufficient to make the election valid. 


It was the duty of the Legislature under the terms of the constitu- | 


tion to provide for a subsequent election and to see to it that all the 
necessary machinery was properly prepared and put in motion. As 
the case actually stood it was equivalent to the position which would 
be taken if we in Ohio were to say that if the people chose to save 
the trouble of a November election for President they could meet 
together at the general State election in October and vote for presi- 
dential electors at that time. In such a case the voting for candi- 
dates who ought in accordance with law to be voted for at a subse- 
quent time is a merely vain thing. It counts for nothing. The 
spontaneous though mistaken action of the people does not abrogate 
the law for a separate and later election. 

But let us pass by the October election. A week later we have a 
cirenlar issued by the republican central committee. That circular, 
I think, shows very clearly that in their own minds the committee 
did not regard the October election as being the final one for member 
in the Forty-fifth Congress. It was not until the 14th of October 
that that opinion so far prevailed that it was declared to be in their 
belief a legal election. 

We come now to the November election. Mr. Patterson and the 
democratic committee took steps, as he states, to have the people 
notified. In other words, numerous witnesses are sworn to show 
that polls were opened at various points, and officers instructed how 
to make returns. But notwithstanding this notice, notwithstanding 
the interest that the members of his party had in being out at the 
election, you have heard what has been admitted on this floor in re- 
gard to the exceedingly small vote cast at that time. 

It is said that the republican candidate was withdrawn and that 
was the reason for the small vote. It is a reason why the vote should 
be diminished, but this only shows more clearly the intent of the 
people of the Territory and their understanding of what was then 
being done. It goes to show that the whole body of the republic- 
ans of the State had reached the conclusion that the thing was 
really ended and that there was no occasion for further action on 
their part nnless their Legislature should by law fix a new day for 
the contest. 

But it shows more than that, and I think that gentlemen on the 
other side of the Chamber on reflection will admit that it shows 
more. Take for example the city of Denver, a town of twenty thou- 
sand inhabitants, perhaps more ; a town in which all the central com- 
mittees were; in which were the officers of the State; in which were 
all the parties who would naturally endeavor to call out the voters 
at the election; yet there the proportion of those who voted was not 
larger than in the out-counties of the State, except the eight counties 
out of twenty-four in which there was no pretense of voting at all. 
You will find that there in Denver, where it was well known that 
there was danger that one party might get the start of the other by 
rushing in votes toward the evening near the close of the election, 
where jealousy is shown to have existed between the parties, even 
there the vote was exceedingly small. It is not credible that they 
were simply relying upon the fact that the republicans were profess- 
ing to take no interest in the matter; yet there there was polled on 
November 7 less than one-seventh of the vote that had been polled 
in October. 

But this was not all. The argument has constantly been made 
here that if at an election held upon a day that is admitted to be 
legal and proper any number of people vote, that will make a good 
election. I think, however, that gentlemen have overlooked this 
point: which is, that these identical people, so far as the testimony 
goes, and so far as we can learn the facts, had already voted in 
October. It was asking people to vote over again—people who 
believed that they had done all that they ought to do or who 
at any rate, following the lead of their party managers, said: “We 
have done the best we can and we will let it go.” I insist that when 
you find that less than one-third of the democratic vote was polled 
in Denver at such a time, it shows there was a popular understand- 
ing that no valid election was then taking place, for the very rea- 
sons that would urge men to make that election a success would 
make them anxious to get out their votes in order to show that their 
party at least believed in the validity of the election. The vote was 
light, not simply because the people chose to stay away from the 
polls, but because they had been misled, if you please, by both 
parties and their leaders—not by the act of one party alone—so that 
they were utterly in doubt as to what they should do, and finding 
that they had voted at one election, which a part of the people were 
claiming was void while the others pronounced it valid and conclu- 
sive, they were in such a condition of mental confusion and doubt that 
they are not to be held to the strict letter of the law, even if you 
knew what that law was. If it were demonstrated, therefore, that 
the 7th of November was the day fixed by valid statute for the elec- 
tion, we ought still in justice to conclude that the people, without 
fault of their own, failed to understand it so, and that they did not 
in fact hold an election on that day. , 

I submit to the candor of my friend from Virginia whether I do 
not fairly state the argument when I say, you take the sixth section 
of the enabling act, and put upon it a doubtful interpretation ; 
admitting that the language is ambiguons, you decide by a doubtful 


| were the plain letter of the law, which every man in the ¢ 
| Colorado ought to understand. Your chain can, 


—_———— 
argument in favor of the 7th of November as the legal day: 
you have succeeded in persuading yourselves that that m» 
day, you at once saeavel 


and whe; 
s b aY be the 
to argue from that conclusion as thongh 

ahons of 


Of course, be y,, 
stronger than its weakest link. You first argue from your doubtfy 


proposition to a doubtful conclusion. You treat that as if jt yw, 
demonstration ; and then proceed to argue from a doubtful gt ite 
facts to another doubtful conclusion. Thus you pile doubt yy 
doubt, and then talk to us of the “legal day,” the day fixed }yy j. 
on which the people must vote! You have no plain letter of " 
law. There is no candid man but will admit that you are proceed 
upon a most doubtful interpretation of both the enabling act . 
the constitution of Colorado. 

Now take that sixth section of the enabling act and see what pr 
ciple of construction should be applied to it. If there be latitud 
taken in its interpretation it must be in favor of such interpretatio 
as the people have given it. What the lawyers call certainty to 
common intent is all that you can demand of a statute in such » 
case. The section in question reads thus : 

Until the next general census said State shall be entitled to one Represent 
in the Hause of Kepresentatives of the United States, which Representatiy: 
gether with the governor and other State officers, shall be elected on a day « 


quent to the adoption of the constitution, to be fixed by the constitutional 
tion. 


itive 





Now, I am not insisting and do not propose to insist that one jy 
terpretation or another is clearly mght. It is enough for my pu pose 
and I am simply insisting that here is room for doubt, not mere), 
the minds of plain, unlettered people in that mountain country, by: 
upon this floor between minds that it is no flattery to say an 
bright and as powerful in discriminating legal differences as any 
the country. We have, however, upon the face of it what wou) 
seem a tolerably plain proposition. We have a statement that som 
thing shall be true until the next general census. What is it? W) 
that Colorado shall be entitled to one Representative. What furthe; 
There is a provision for the election of that Representative. Why 
we speak of one Representative and his election, I insist that in thy 
common language of the people, as well as in the more careful a 
technical use of terms, there does not arise any implication that 
mean the State shall have only one and the same Representat 
until the next general census. The natural, the plain meaning 
that it shall have one Representative at a time; that unsil th: 
general census the extent of its representation shall not be greater tha: 
one member at atime. But is there any reason why the limitation i: 
regard to the number of Representatives should apply to the electio 
Not at all. As I have shown in my report, which has been printed 
elections for Representatives are made biennial by the United States 
Constitution, and all other laws must be interpreted, if they can lx 
in accordance with the constitutional provisions. Hence the lan- 
guage of the enabling act, namely, “ which Representative shall |x 
elected,” &c., means of course that one Representative shall be chose 
for each biennial term. Now, stopping there, if you indicate what 
comes after it as an algebraist might indicate an unknown quantity, 


| nobody would dream that there was doubt about the language. Yo 


would say it means that the several successive Representatives shall 
be elected, from term to term, on the day indicated by the words whic! 
follow. But when that which follows is found to determine th 
question in a manner not in accordance with gentlemen’s wishes 
(because we are all of us more or less influenced in that way) we 
begin to doubt, and to avoid conclusions we do not like we seek for 
new interpretations of that which would otherwise have given us no 
trouble. We persuade ourselves that we know what the Congress 
meant which passed the act, not by their language but on other 
evidence, and because we think the statute was partly copied from 
one in regard to Nevada or Nebraska we do violence to the languag' 
in order to make the meaning accord with our supposition as to th 
purpose of those who passed the act. 

But when you ask the people of Colorado to interpret the act— 
people who never saw an enabling act before, people who cannot go 
back and compare it as you do with all that is lying in your mine, 
people who knew nothing of the enabling act of Nevada or th 
enabling act of Nebraska, who did not compare it with all the pas 
history of the country but took the proposition as it was give! \ 
them, you must be content with them and sanction them in! 
lowing the simplest and plainest interpretation of the words th a 
selves. They learned that there was dispute about its meaning, a 
got into a general condition of doubt about it, but like plain peop! 
they say, When you told us we were to have one Represeutative 02 
the next census, and told us how that Representative was to be electes 
we believed the whole went together and that our own legislatv 
bodies were to control the times of election during the whole pero« 
named. I insist that that is the natural interpretation of the law. | 

Mr. BUCKNER. Will the gentleman let me ask him a questiol 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Certainly. P 

Mr. BUCKNER, What does the gentleman do with that part . 
the sixth section which provides in these words, “together w ith the 
governor and other State officers ?” : 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I take the whole together, and what I say's 
this: Your statute is not artificially exact. It is like many otber 





18a i. 
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atutes: we oftentimes find them ambiguous, notwithstanding the 
r -tsof committees on style. Let me give an analogouscase. What 
= the Constitution of the United States? I will not now turn 
ee exact language, but gentlemen will see I give it in substance. 
It says members of Congress shall be elected every second year; and, 
' hat the time, places, and manner of holding the elections 
shail be determined by the Legislatures of the several States, “ but 
Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations. 

Now, the grammatical meaning is that Congress may make regula- 
tions within the States which have already been spoken of as made 
hy the State Legislatures. Such an interpretation is absurd, and we 
reject it at once, although the grammatical construction would seem 
to support it. We say that, to avoid circumlocution, the framers of 
the instrument used a short and terse form of expression, despising the 
hypereriticism which would detect the ambiguity since no one could 
be really misled by it. The clause means, in fact, that Congress may 
make new regulations or alter State regulations. So I say, if this 
enabling act had given to the constitutional convention of Colorado 
in terms the power of determining when their State officers should 
be elected, until the next general census, it would be a matter of no 
moment; it would be mere surplusage. The convention had the 
power already ; it could determine the times of such elections any- 
how. You are not putting anything into the act in contravention of 
the State constitution. You are only giving them what they had 
before. It does not change anything. It adds nothing to the law 
wnd it takes nothing from it. Trifling inconsistencies of this sort are 
y no means uncommon in statutes, but a little common sense en- 

les us to get over them without difficulty. 

So the natural interpretation is really the true one. 

ve to that constitutional convention the right to fix the time of its 
. We have only to ask the simple question, if there 

e any man claiming a seat from Colorado, who was elected at the 

we fixed by the constitutional convention of the State and has the 
proper certificate? 
~ In accordance with the clause of the United States Constitution to 
which I have referred, providing for biennial elections to Congress, 
hese elections will be held every two years, and then the language 
of the constitution of Colorado will perfectly accord with the facts 
ind the custom of the country as well. 

Have the people of the State of Colorado gone beyond the power 
on have given them or beyond a reasonable interpretation of it? 
You may have meant otherwise. 

erwise, but in facet you have said that until the next general 
ensus the State shall have one Representative and he shall be 
ected at times which the legislative body shall determine. Now 

ng said this in terms, although you may say it is not the provis- 
you would now choose to make, I still think that the people 
wing taken action which they thought to be in accordance with 
t, the most we can say, the utmost extreme to which we can go, is to 
sist that the language of the Colorado constitution shall be fol- 
wwed, and that the election for Representative in the Forty-fifth 
Congress must be held upon a day to be determined by the State 
Legislature. 

rhe member they elected in October to the Forty-fourth Congress 
vas admitted and served his term. That was the first election for 
Representative under the State constitution, and the subsequent ones 
vere by the terms of that instrument to be fixed by law. 

Wedo no harm by remitting it to the people. We regret the people 

their Legislature did not provide for this election last year. They 

(| time for it before the 4th of March, 1877, and certainly before 

loth of October oi this year. Upon the principle that we desire 
so to interpret our statutes as to give the people of that State an op- 
portunity for a real expression of their will, this seems to me as far 
as We can go, 
Gentlemen should remember that the popular will was overwhelm- 
gly indicated at a different time from that which some of them call 
¢ legal day; and even if they were undeniably right as to’ that 
ue, they should also remember that in such a state of doubt, in 

a confusion with regard to the matter, as the people of Colorado 
re in, they should not say to the voters of that State ‘We seizeupon 

vantage which your doubts have given us; we declare final a 
' which grew out of the fact that you were bewildered and con- 
ed, and we declare that mere shadow of an election in November to 
the only lawful expression of the voice of Colorado.” 
lo do that you ought to be able to say that there is but one inter- 
‘ation of that statute, if that is possible; and the moment you 
it that the gentlemen on this side of the House may differ from 
you honestly about it you give away the case of Mr. Patterson. You 
‘annot rightfully strain that interpretation of the law so as to make 
‘he Votes of three thousand people overweigh those of twenty-six 
thousand who had voted in October. : 
Mr. Speaker, I had not intended, nor do I pretend now, to go over 
cect —_ I think it is more in urging this mode of treating 
Xo? = _ oe 2 useful to the House, if at all. Ihave had no doubt 
mule than aa usion to which my own mind has been drawn, that 
duties - ( en the only way to pay that respect to the 
aa ae lise Which we all profess to feel, and the only way to 
the fatare upon ground which we shall like to look back upon in 
which e: » 1s to turn our backs upon all the partisan precedents 
teh can be found. Heaven knows there are too many of them on 
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several elections. 
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The last Congress may have meant | 
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both sides of this question. The case referred to by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. TOWNSEND, ] who stood at my right, a case which 
came from North Carolina, and the case referred to by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. HaRRIs,] which occurreée in West Virginia, may 
show that both parties have been led away by partisan feelings and 
made decisions which will not stand the test of time. We profess 
to be desiring to put behind us all revolutionary precedents of every 
kind. We profess to be trying to build anew upon a basis of confi- 
dence in truth and in the patriotism of the people of the whole coun- 
try. Moved, as I believe, by that spirit, it has seemed to me to be 
my duty to make the report I have made, and to support it before 
the House, even though I know it be at the cost of wearying mem- 
bers with further remarks on a subject that has been, perhaps, too 
fully discussed already. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time have I left? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has fifteen minutes of his hour 
maining. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I yield five minutes of my time to my colleague 
from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD. I only desire to present a single view of this 
case, I heartily concur in one phase of the presentation of the case 
we have just had from my colleague: that is, with the most careful 
study of this case under the enabling act, and under the constitu- 
tional acts of the convention of Colorado, there was fair room for 
doubt. 

I do not believe that any scholar in America can take the language 
of the sixth section of the enabling act and answer with perfect 
satisfaction to every other scholar on the naked grammatical ques 





re 


tion what do the words “ until the next general census” modify. Do 
| they modify what immediately follows or the whole section? I do 


not believe that the scholarship of America can so settle it grammat- 
ically that somebody cannot say that there is room for doubt. The 
whole question turns upon the grammatical construction of the six 
lines. It is clear to my mind thatthe plain common-sense order of 
mind, what Mr. Lincoln used to eall “the judgment of the plain 
people,” would say that the words “until the next general census’”’ 
applied to the whole section, both as to the number of Representa- 
tives and the date of the election. It is also clear to my mind that 
the people of Colorado took that view of it and took it with a good 
deal of thoughtful consideration, supposing it wascorrect. I believe 
that Congress meant that, but I believe it because I was here and 
helped to make the law, and I know that in general it is the intention 
to allow the States time to adjust themselves in regard to the date 
of the elections. 

Now I have another reason, showing in what good faith the people 
of Colorado have taken this view. I hold in my hand a telegram 
quoting the section of a law passed by the Legislature of Colorado on 
the 7th day of March last, in which they, before we began this con- 
troversy, gave their interpretation to the law, and it is section No. 5. 
They had a controversy upon this question before we commenced our 
controversy here. I will read the clause: 

A general election shall be held in the several wards and precincts of the State 
on the first Tuesday in October, 1877 and 1879, and on the Tuesday succeed 


the first Monday in November, 1280, and on the ‘Tuesday succeeding the first 
Monday in November in every year thereafter. 


In other words, the Legislature of Colorado has itself interpreted 
the enabling act of Congress and the act of their constitutionai con- 
vention precisely as the people interpreted it in regard to the elec 
tion last fall. That throws an additional strength into the scale in 
favor of that construction. 

I have another point that I desire to make. I made it, I believe, 
in the short debate we had a few weeks ago, and nobody seemed to 
notice it, but it controls my vote in this case. The Constitution of 
the United States provides two methods as to electing persons to this 
House. One is as to the terms of Congress, which are two years, and 
one is as to the filling of vacancies. In regard to the filling of vacan- 
cies the Constitution says: 

When vacancies happen in the representation from any State the executive au 
thority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

The twenty-sixth section of the Revised Statutes, carrying out that 
provision of the Constitution, says that when a vacancy occurs, the 
governor or the executive officer of the State shall issue a writ for the 
election of a member to fill the vacancy, and that carries with it the 
fixing of the time for filling the vacancy. Vacancies are to be filled 
under that clause and under the twenty-sixth section of the Revised 
Statutes, and Congress does not fix the time to fill the vacancy, but it 
may fix the time for filling the full term of two years of a member of 
Congress, unless it permits the States to do it. Now, when Congress 
permitted Colorado to fix the time for the election at the first elec- 
tion, it referred to the first full term of two years and not to the va- 
cancy, for Congress has nothing to do with fixing the time for filling 
the vacancy, and never had; that is left to the State, the executive 
authority of the State, by proclamation. The executive authority of 
Colorado, by proclamation, called for the filling of a vacancy on the 
3d of October, 1876. 

Gentlemen know that there are vacancies of two kinds—there are 
vacancies occasioned by accidental circumstances, death or other- 
wise, and there are original vacancies in the creation of vacancies in 
fragments of terms. Now, the references which I have made, both 
from the Constitution and the Revised Statutes, refer to fragments 
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of terms, and they are always filled at the time fixed by proclama- 
tion of the executive, and never at the time fixed by the jLegislature. 
The election for the Forty-fourth Congress was to fill a vacancy, a 
fragment of a term, and the enabling act, and under it the constitu- 
tional convention, provided for the first election, which was for the 
full term in the Forty-fifth Congress, on the 3d of October; that is 
the reason why I shall vote to seat Mr. Belford. But if that motion 
fails, I am certain that there never was an election of a member of 
Congress on the 7th of November. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. By an arrangement which has been made, I 
will reserve for the present the remainder of my time. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman from New York, Mr. 
Covert, is allowed fifteen minutes by agreement. 

Mr, COVERT. Mr. Speaker, I was sincerely glad when my elo- 
quent friend from Georgia, [Mr. CANDLER,] who opened the debate 
upon this question this morning, reminded the members of the House 
that they sat here as Representatives under oath to determine the ques- 
tion now under discussion. I go even farther than my distinguished 
friend: I claimthat we are sitting here to-day as a jury duly impaneled 
and duly sworn to try the matter in difference between the two appli- 
cants for a seat in this body from the State of Colorado. The oath 
which all of us assumed on the first day of our session is broad and 
comprehensive enough to include the oath of jurors; and by the Con- 
stitution we are made jurors so far as the election, qualification, and 
return of those claiming to be members of this House are concerned. 

I have considered this question. I shall discuss it and shall deter- 
mine it, so far as my single, individual vote is concerned, not as a 
partisan, not as a member of a political party, but as a juror, upon my 
oath as such, and, as such juror, one of the judges here of the law and 
of the facts in the case. 

What are the facts? Briefly these, as gathered from the sworn 
depositions which were submitted to the committee and which ac- 
company their reports to this House : 

On the 31st of August, 1876, the secretary of state of Colorado, by 
proclamation, notified the people of that State that an election would 
be held on the 3d day of October following for State oflicers and for 
“one Representative for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Con- 


gress,” and by due process of law this proclamation was given pub- | 


licity in every county in the State by the local officers charged with 
such duty. No mention was made in this proclamation of the election 
of a Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress. About the middle of 


September following this August proclamation the same secretary of | 
state issued another proclamation to the people, notifying them that | 








on the 7th day of November following an election would be held for | 


a Representative from Colorado to the Forty-tifth Congvess. 
And the like publicity was given by the sheriffs of the several coun- 
ties of the State to this as to the preceding proclamation. 


seat from Colorado in this Forty-tifth Congress, were candidates for 


the nnexpired term in the Forty-fourth Congress, and were voted for by | 
the people of Colorado at the Octoberelection, for such unexpiredterm. | 


The political friends and supporters of Mr. Belford caused his name 
to be printed upon the party tickets as candidate not only for the 
fractional term of the Forty-fourth, but for the full term of the 
Forty-fifth Congress, and these tickets were fully and freely distribu- 
ted throughout the entire State. This action of the friends of Mr. 
Belford did not come to the knowledge of the supporters of Mr. Pat- 
terson until at quite an advanced season in the canvass. Mr. Patter- 
son had from the first proclamation of the secretary of state—per- 
haps before that time—taken the position that legally only repre- 
sentation from the State for the fractional term of the l’orty-fourth 
Congress could be cbtained at the October election. He was earnest 
and pronounced in this statement from the outset. His friends in 
Denver, the State capital, in his absence, for greater safety as they 
thought, issued tickets late in the canvass containing his name as 
candidate for the Forty-fifth as well as for the unexpired term of the 
Forty-fourth Congress. 

Meanwhile, entirely uninformed of this proceeding, Mr. Patterson 
was conducting his canvass in the mountain districts of the State, 
remote from the capital, where the operations of both parties were 
first put in motion. In his addresses, in a number of these remote 
districts, Mr. Patterson expressly stated to the electors that the elec- 
tion for Representative to the Forty-fifth Congress would not occur 
at the October election, but would be held on the 7th of the ensuing 
November. This is expressly proven by the testimony of Dr. Beshoar, 
who accompanied Mr. Patterson during a part of his canvass, and 
whose testimony accompanies the report of the committee. 

In a number of the counties of the State the tickets containing 
Mr. Patterson’s name as candidate for the Forty-fifth Congress were 
not circulated at all, were not placed before the voters of those dis- 
tricts, under the suggestion and with the understanding that repre- 
sentation in this Congress would only be secured by the vote of the 
7th of November. 

These are the sworn factsin this case. Can any one imagine, in the 
light of these facts, that Mr. Patterson received the vote for Repre- 
sentative in the Forty-fifth Congress that he would under other cir- 
cumstances have obtained ? 

Many of these matters of fact are, to great extent, perhaps, out- 
side of this case, and have little to do with the determination of it. 
They are alluded to simply from the fact that it seems to be made 


| ceived a majority at the October election and ought therefore 
| seated as a member of this Congress. 


one of the leading arguments of the other side that Mr. Belford re. 


to be 


We have stated that the secretary of state issued his proc] 
about the middle of September for an election of Representatiye 
the Forty-fifth Congress for the 7th of the following November It 
was urged by my friend from New York [Mr. Hiscock } yesterdy: 
that this proclamation was not really issued by the secretary, }yy; be 
a subordinate in his office during the illness of the chief officer, 7), 
argument serves to illustrate, it seems to me, the weakness of the ea 
as presented by the minority of the committee. It is in testimo: 
that this proclamation was issued after consultation and conferey,, 
by leading republican officials of the State, including, if I reco}), 
aright, the republican candidate for chief executive. In any even 
this act of the subordinate was done by general authority of t 
secretary,as sworn to by Mr. Brewster, and the proclamation w. 
issued under the broad seal of the State. 

All this, Mr. Speaker, is indicia going to show the feeling—+ 
opinion—which prevailed upon this subject in the minds of those, 
the opposition highest in authority in the State of Colorado, so |y:, 
as the middle of September last. 

About three weeks before the proposed November election, t}y 
proclamation announcing such election was withdrawn by the ge: 
tary of state, by notice under date of October 16, 1876. “I have yo: 
the time to dwell upon the consultations and the considerations whic! 
according to the testimony, induced the State committee, in aces; 
with Mr. Belford, to withdraw this proclamation and to hold tha: 
the contestee had been elected to this Congress at the October el 
tion. On October 16 the democratic State committee issued an ad. 
dress to the people, announcing that an election would be held fo; 
Representative in this Congress on the 7th of November following 
and reciting the law under which the proposed election would be held 

On October 21 the same authority issued an address to the locy! 
election officers throughout the entire State, advising them of the pro 
posed election, and calling their attention to the duties to be observed 
by them thereat. All these are facts directly proven before the com- 
mittee, and these facts demonstrate clearly that the people of Col 
rado were fully advised of the November election. 

The election in November was duly held and Mr. Patterson received 


amation 


1 Was 


re- 


| almost all the votes cast by the voters of the State at such election 


Now what is the law under which the November election was called 
and conducted? 

The constitutional convention of Colorado enacted the following 
provision : 

One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from t 
State at large, at the first election under the constitution, and thereafter ats 


1b 


| times and places and in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 
Thomas M. Patterson and James B. Belford, the applicants for the | 


Let me remind the members of the House that before the passage 


| of this enactment no such office as Representative in Congress existed 





in Colorado, at least under that title. ‘The title of the oflice theretofor 
had been Delegate instead of Representative in Congress. ‘The first 
election for Representative was of necessity for the unexpired termot 
the Forty-fourth Congress, and was properly under the provision 
quoted held on the 3d day of October, that being the time fixed by 
State authority for such election. 

The State constitution made absolutely no provision—or rather uo 
other provision than that above quoted—tfor subsequent elections of 
Representative after the first election to be held in the new State. 

What is the existing law to be applied in the event of failure to 
designate the times for elections for Representative subsequent to 
the first election in Colorado? The twenty-fifth section of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States provides as follows: 

The Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the year 1576, is esta 
lished as the day, in each of the States and Territories of the United States, for 
the election of Representatives and Delegates to the Forty-tifth Congress; and 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in every second year thereat! 
is established as the day for the election, in each of said States and Territories, 


| Representatives and Delegates to Congiess commencing on the 4th day of March 


next thereafter. 

Colorado by its constitutional convention having failed to fix an) 
time for the election of Representative after the tirst election, tli 
general law of the United States is operative and is supreme ti 
operation, and fixes the first Tuesday aiter the first Mouda) 
vember (the 7th of November in this instance) as the ume for suci 
election to be held. 

In the face of the law thus clearly and directly laid down in t 
statute-book, was not Mr. Patterson clearly right in holding that ab 
election for Representative to the Forty-fitth Congress could only | 
held on the 7th day of November? 

I have only time to answer oue or two of the arguments made ) 
gentlemen who differ with us upon this question. : 

The distinguished gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD,] in 4! 
speech this afternoon, made an ingenious special plea, when he urge 
that the words “first election” in article 5, section 44, of the const 
tution of Colorado—previously quoted in full—referred to the fs 
election of Representative to a full term, rather than to the frag- 
—_ of a term—the filling the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth 

ongress. 

The fallacy of this argument is made apparent, it seems to me, 2 
two ways: 

First. We have drawn attention to the fact that before the adop- 
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tion of the constitution of Colorado, no Representative as such, 
or rather under that title, had been elected in the then Territory of 
Colorado, but the official designation of the office was Delegate in 
Congress. The constitution of the State provided for the election of 
. Representative instead of Delegate, and section 44 of article 5 pro- 
vided for the election of a Representative at the first election to be 
eld in the State, and in the absence of any words in the section as 
-», whether such election should be for a full term or a fragment of a 
erm, the obvious meaning of the language employed is that such 


arm, as the case might be. a 
vain, the State and local authorities of Colorado have placed their 
watruction, a near-home construction, upon the phraseology of the 
vision quoted. I cite to the House an election notice issued by the 
‘pcretary of state under date of August 31, 1876, the first election 
proclamation of that officer: 
+h erif of Arapahoe County, dc. 
~ You are hereby notified that the first general election for officers provided under 
he constitution of the State of Colorado will be held on Tuesday, October 3 
at which time there will be elected a governor— 


is76 


other State officers, naming them— 





« Representative for the unexpired term of the Forty-fourth Congress, &« 


{nd the sheriffs of the several counties in the new State gave due 
wnd legal publicity to this proclamation. 

Here isa construction placed upon this section of the State consti- 
tution by the party officers then in authority in Colorado, entirely at 
variance With the construction now placed upon it by my very able 
und distinguished friend from Ohio. Is there any doubtin the minds 
of fair-minded members on both sides of this House, sitting as sworn 
urors in this matter, as to which is the proper construction ? 

Permit me one other suggestion, one other reply to an argument 
coming from the minority of the committee, and which was elabo- 
rated by my eloquent friend from New York [Mr. Hiscock] in his 
address yesterday. 

The minority report quotes section 16 of the constitution of Colo- 
rado, as follows: 

That votes cast for Representatives in Congress at the first election held under 


he constitution shall be canvassed and determined in the manner provided by the 
aws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegates in Congress. 


And the question is asked by the minority and repeated by my col- 
eague from New York, Mr. Hiscock, J— 

Would the convention have used the word ‘‘ Representatives,” a plural descrip- 
tion, if it contemplated a Representative to the vacancy in the Forty-fourth Con 
gress only was to be elected, and the preceding provisions only provided therefor. 

It is not, under the circumstances, a forced or strained construction 
of this phraseology to hold that the word “‘ Representatives” in this 
connection means simply the candidates fer Representative. And 
this construction is favored by the words which follow: that the 
votes “shall be canvassed and determined in the manner provided 
hy the laws of the Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegates in 
Congress.” Mark the word “ Delegates” in the plural. Colorado as 


a Territory never elected but one Delegate at any one election. It 
was all she was entitled to elect under her territorial laws. Taking | 


the section in its entirety, as it stands in the State constitution, can 
there be any doubt as to the correctness of the construction we have 
laimed for the section ? 

My friend from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] expressed surprise in his 
remarks this afternoon that reference had been made by the chair- 
man of the committee having this matter in charge [Mr. Harris] to 
the opinions of the representative men of Colorado upon the question 
now before us. But while he did this he had no word of adverse 
criticism to bestow upon the remarks of my colleague from New York, 
(Mr. Hiscock,] who dwelt with special emphasis yesterday upon the 
opinion of General Hughes, embodied in his deposition as to the full- 
ness of the vote at the October election. 

Did we, upon this side, desire to discuss this feature of the case, 
ve might refer to the sworn testimony of Governor Routt, the present 
chief executive of Colorado and the firm political friend of the con- 
testee, given so late as last February, that he had always entertained 
and then entertained serious doubts at to the legality of Mr. Belford’s 
election in October to a seat in this Forty-fifth Congress. 

[agree with my friend from Indiana that to great extent these 
opinions are outside of this case; but when gentlemen upon the 
other side refer to and emphasize them, surely we may be permitted 
to mention them as indicating the feeling of representative men in 
Colorado upon this question. 
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tion should be for a full term or for an unexpired portion of a | 


| election should be held. 


| 





Mr. Speaker, in common with many other members of the House, I | 


‘elt deeply pained at the tone of my distinguished and able friend | 


from Maine (Mr. HALE] in his discussion this afternoon of the mat- 
ters involved in this controversy. He alluded repeatedly to the con- 
testant, Mr, Patterson, as a “ mendicant.” 
= was lost in party feeling in this part ofthis debate. It was not 
the customary logic of my friend. It was not the language of jury 
consultation. It was not the logic of Maine. It may have been im- 
ported from Colorado in some of the messages which the gentleman 


Says Were sent from that State to members here to influence their 


votes, 


The only messages I am aware of, Mr. Speaker, as coming to mem- 
TS upon this side, to influence their action, are the sworn testimony 
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My friend’s true self, I | 


| 
} 
| 


| mony—to stigmatize me as a * 
| gar.” 
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in this case and the established law of the land which governs and 
controls it. 

We find the “mendicant” alluded to by my friend content, nay 
anxious to abide the verdict of the people at the election which he 
had claimed from the first was the only legal election for Representa- 
tive in this Congress. He threw down the gauntlet to his opponent, 
and the challenge was not accepted. 

If Mr. Patterson was a “mendicant” he was simply a beggar for 
justice at the hands of his political adversaries, and that justice they 
refused to accord to him. s 

Mr. Speaker, I have discussed this question, the facts and the law 
involved in it, without prejudice, without passion, and with an ear 
nest desire not to be led away by partisan feeling. I have discussed 
it in the same spirit in which I think a jury should in their sanctu- 
ary—their jury-room—discuss questions left to their arbitrament. 

I confess that at first, without fully examining into all the facts 
without a full examination of the law involved, I was inclined to 
believe with my friend from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] than whom no gentle 
man on this floor has toa larger degree the confidence and warm 
esteem of members on both sides of the House, that this entire matter 
should be relegated back to the people of Colorado and that a new 
I may be pardoned if I say that something 
more than a superficial examination of the facts and law involved 
here has satisfied me, as a juror sworn todecide between these parties 
claiming this contested seat, that Mr. Patterson was fairly and legally 
elected at the only legal election held in Colorado for Representative 
in the Forty-fifth Congress and that he should be admitted and sworn 
as a member of this body from that State. 

My distinguished friend from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] has 
said—I quote from theargument of Mr. Belford before the committee- 
that “‘no man could look at himself in the looking-glass after voting 
to seat Mr. Patterson.” Herculean as this task may seem to the gen 
tleman from Massachusetts, I venture to say that for one I can most 
readily accomplish it. More than this, without the first feeling of 
self-reproach, I can turn my eyes from my mirror in upon my own 
heart and my own conscience, and both heart and conscience will ap 
prove the maxim I have followed, and which I propose to follow 
here, that fixed and settled rules and principles of law are the only 
true guides, the only safe precedents to govern and control my action 
in matters such as this. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman from Louisiana [ Mr. 
ELLIS] was to speak at this point, but he has consented to yield his 
time to Mr. Putterson, one of the contestants. 

Mr. PATTERSON, (contestant.) Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to 





| ask to be heard in my own behalf until the flagrant and unwarranted 


attack made upon my personal integrity by the gentleman from Maine, 
(Mr. HaLe.}] He saw fit—Il must presume in ignorance of the testi 
vagrant,” a “ mendicant,” and a “beg 
It is not always, sir, that *‘ beggars” are to blame. Men are 
oftentimes driven into poverty by circumstances over whieh they have 
nocontrol. But, sir, a coward and a vilifier is always that, either from 
nature or his own choosing. [Applause. } 

I propose, Mr. Speaker, that the House shall try me in the light of 


the testimony upon the charges preferred against me by the gentle- 


|} man from Maine; and if at the close of my presentation of the facts 
| he does not feel impelled to rise in his place and ask the pardon even 


of a“ mendicant,” as well as the pardon of the House, then | think 


even a ‘“‘beggar” would be a prince beside him in principle. [Ap 
plause. ] 
Mr. Speaker, I shall not investigate any question of law. I shall 


discuss the testimony, and the testimony will interpret the law and 
cover my calumniators with confusion. In discussing the testimony, 
I shall do so in the hearing of eleven intelligent gentlemen, who 
as members of the Committee on Elections are presumed to have in- 
vestigated with care every line of this volume of two hundred and 
seventy pages, so that they will know whether I speak the truth or 
whether I conceal one atom of it. And more particularly as I pro- 
ceed do I call upon the gentleman from Maine | Mr. HALE } to correct 
me if I make a single misstatement. 

Mr. HALE. I will not interrupt the gentleman in his remarks 
now, but I may take the opportunity after he resumes his seat to say 
something in reply. 

Mr. PATTERSON, (contestant.) That is a matter between the 
gentleman from Maine and the House. I believe, sir, he will find it 
necessary when I get through to make a reply and make an explana- 
tion. [Applause. ] 

Mr. Speaker, in talking upon this question, Iam talking about a 
matter which has been burned into my very heart. Since the 3d of 
October of last year a system of malignant persecution has been pur 
sued both against my party and myself, in Colorado, that finds nu 
parallel in that State. 1 believe, sir, you may go to South Carolina, 
and Louisiana, and Florida, and only there find a parallel to the 
unblushing effrontery and misstatement found in this case from Colo 
rado. 

Late in the month of August, 1876, the democratic party of the 
State gave me their nomination as its candidate for both the Forty- 
fourth and the Forty-fifth Congresses. At that time, sir, there had 


| been no proclamation issued by the secretary of state, and Hon. Hugh 


Butler, chairman of the democratic state central committee, testifies 
that when that convention was in session its members informally 
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talked about the times for the elections and determined that the 
Representative to the Forty-fourth Congress must of necessity be 
elected in October and the Representative to the Forty-tifth Con- 
gress upon the 7th of November. He further testified that at that 
time, and before the secretary of state had issued a single proclama- 
tion, I coincided with that determination and explicitly expressed 
my views to that effect. If any gentleman disputes a single state- 
ment of fact I make, let him call upon me to produce the proof, and 
I shall read it from the record I now hold in my hand for the satis- 
faction of the House. 

The testimony shows that within three or four days after my nom- 
ination I commenced to make the canvass of my State. It shows 
further, sir, that that portion of the State which was mountainous 
in its character, difficult of access, and without railroad facilities, 
was assigned to me as my share of the labor, I being the youngest of 
the candidates and better calculated, I presume, on that account, to 
endure the trial and the hardship of such acampaign. I left the 
capital of the State three days after my nomination, and from that 
time until two days before the election I did not return to it. Duar- 
ing the interval I was off in the mountain districts, away from rail- 
road communication and telegraphic facilities, learning what was go- 
ing on at the capital only as a stray letter or newspaper would reach 
meas I passed through the mining camps. 

I now make another statement. 
agreement, express or implied, was ever nade between my competi- 
tor and myself. 
implied, was ever made between the central committee of the demo- 
cratic party and the like committee of the republican party. I need 
not go into details of the evidence to show you that trom the day I 
left the capital on my campaign, in all my speeches, in my private 
conversation, and in letters to the chairman of the central commit- 
tee, L always, not in negative or uncertain terms, asserted that but 
one Representative, and that one tothe Forty-fourth Congress, could 
he elected upon the 3d of October, and the other must be elected upon 
the 7th of November. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] has, in his candor, stated 
publicly that 1 had always claimed such to be the fact. Then, so far 
as Tam personally concerned, are my skirts clear? I call upon my 
defamer to put his finger on a line or letter in those two hundred and 


The testimony shows that no agreement, express or | 


seventy pages of testimony which shows any act of mine to the con- | 


trary of what I have stated. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as to the conduct of my republican opponents. 
It is in testimony on the oath of Hon. J.C. Wilson, chairman of the 
republican State central committee, a gentleman whom I suppose no 
one on this side of the House will decry, that notwithstanding the 
republican secretary of state and the sheriff of each county in the 
State had proclaimed through official documents that the Represent- 
ative to the Forty-fourth Congress would be elected on the 3d of 
October, and the Representative to the Forty-tifth Congress would be 
elected on the 7th of November—notwithstanding these official no- 
tices to the people of the State by his own party friends, the chair- 
man of the republican State central committeecommenced, four weeks 
before the October election, to print republican tickets for every 
voting-precinct in the State and to place on those tickets the name 
of my competitor for both terms of Congress. 

What could have been the motive for doing this? It was done 
secretly ; for the chairman of the democratic State central committee 
and B. D. Spencer, one of the then proprietors of the Daily Democrat 
and also a member of the democratic county committee of the county 
in which the capital of the State is situated, swear that they never 
knew what tie State republican committee was doing with reference 
to the tickets until within a week of the October election, and up to 
that time, according to the testimony of Mr. Spencer, it had never 
even been contemplated to place my name on the democratic tickets 
for both terms. What reason does the chairman of the democratic 
central committee give for placing my name upon the ticket for both 
terms? Was it because he had a doubt as to the law? He gives his 
reason under oath; and it is, that knowing the republicans had all 
the State offices and full control of the board of State canvassers, and 
believing that some trick was contemplated, he attempted as best he 
could to meet the emergency by placing my name upon the tickets for 
both terms. This is the history of the transaction. Where is the 
proof that gainsays it ? 

What was the result of all this? 


It must be self-evident. On ac- 


The testimony shows that no | 





count of the shortness of the interval between learning of the repub- | 


lican trick as to the tickets and the day of the election it was impos- 
sible to have tickets with my name upon them for both terms circu- 
lated in all the counties. 

I now come, Mr. Speaker, to the October vote. 


Gentlemen have | 


said that I submitted my claims to the voters of the State on the | 


Jd of October and there was a fair expression of the public will at 


that time and I was repudiated and, in the language of the gen- | 


tleman from Maine, [ Mr. HaLr,] I have ever since been endeavoring 
in some way to get in over and above that vote of the people. Hav- 
ing served with many of the members of this Congress Reon the 
long session of the Forty-fourth as the last Delegate the Territory 
ever had, I certainly have greater respect for your intelligence and 
my own honor than to attempt to palm myself off as a member of 
this House through trick or subterfuge. I have too high an appre- 
ciation of the grandeur of the position to ask to be seated merely 
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through favor, because to vote for a Representative throug) fas 

only is todo gross injustice to the people of the district. oo 
stand upon my rights. I contend that in law and equity my right 
here is as clear as that of the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Harp ) 
I will allow it to stand the most microscopic inspection. When the 
facts are understood it will be seen that Iam not begging jt os 
here demanding a right, not so much for myself as for my peo ac 
the men who went to the ballot-box on the day prescribed )y i 
and deposited their votes in accordance with law. aaa 

But 1 want to show you gentlemen what the fact is about the 0p. 
tober vote. I want to show you that, on account of the subterfyo, 
on the one side and the late hour it became known on the other. «, 
far from my vote being greater for the Forty-fifth Congress thay {o, 
the Forty-fourth, it fell short nearly 1,200. One of the gentlemey 
who addressed the House, I think the gentleman from New Yoyj; 
{ Mr. Hiscock, ] early in the day said that some fellow from the cou: 
of Las Animas had sworn that the board of State canvassers had viv 
to me but 585 votes for the Forty-fourth Congress and 1,263 Vote. 
for the Forty-fifth from that county, and that such testimony cou) 
scarcely be taken into consideration by this House. “Some jeljoy.” 
he said. Who was it that gave that testimony? Jesus M. Garci 
the county clerk of Las Animas County, the man who had been electe,| 
by a majority of the voters of that county. He was the custodia) 
under the law of the ballots and the returns, and where he is know) 
is the peer in integrity of any who would insinuate against him. yy. 
Garcia swears that when the board of State canvassers gave me 5=5 
votes for the Forty-fourth Congress and 1,263 votes for the Forty. 
fifth they exactly reversed the results; that my vote in Las Animas 
County was for the Forty-fourth Congress 1,263 votes and for thy 
Forty-fifth 585. Is it not evident that in this one county alone, on 
account of the condition of things I have been describing, there was 
a falling off in my vote for the Forty-fifth Congress on the 3d of (e- 
tober from what I then received for the Forty-fourth of nearly 7) 
votes? Why did not Mr. Belford introduce proof to rebut this if j 
could possibly have been done? 

The record shows that Mr. Belford was present through his attor- 
ney, Mr. Archibald, who was a citizen of Las Animas County, when 
Mr. Garcia testified concerning the vote of that county, and that | 
did not even cross-examine him upon the subject. The tickets were 
there to show the fact if it had been disputed. The truth of this 
was current history in that county, and the reason Mr. Garcia was 
not cross-examined was that Mr. Belford’s attorney knew the fact as 
well as any one else. Now I ask the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
HALE] to obtain a printed copy of the testimony ; and if he has not 
already got one I will furnish it to him. 

Mr. HALE. I have a copy. 

Mr. PATTERSON, (contestant.) LIask him to look at the official 
returns of the board of State canvassers as set forth in that record 
and learn what they show with reference to the October vote cast for 
me inthe different counties. I commend this table, compiled from 
these returns, to his consideration as well as to that of the House: 


i 


ity 
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Statement of votes received by T. M. Patterson for the Forty-fourth and 
Forty-fifth Congresses at the election of October 3, 1876, as taken from 
the official canvass of the same, showing his loss of votes for the Forty- 
Jifth Congress as compared with the vote for the Forty-fourth Congress; 
the vote of Las Animas County being corrected in accordance with the prooy. 























| 
Vote for Vote for | Loss for 
Counties. | Forty-fourth | Forty-fifth | Forty-tift! 
Congress. | Congress. | Congress 
Arapahoe i 792 | 1,779 | 1 
Bent ....--...-- | 448) 446 | 
Boulder 997 | EE Bigocastes 
Conejos 222 222 |.........-- 
PTE. occa ucsosktsousenes eetbeene 1, 034 1, 033 J 
DA cocks dinedeawensmakans 139 | 84 | 
DOUPIAS. .......06. cecesescesee 322 321 | 
DEED stocuss oudcneshuernvecsescesesouneee 117 lll 
EE Soc shuseek seb aaaucbrsearerenbex ae 403 Be kkas ass : 
DEGERONE .....cccccs cnccescceevecccscccecces 532 | 361 | 1 
SEY. ccontics Soisid \RUEES6CeUs au Gad einse sale x weebbalnine Rintlahel ban — 
b GEIR... . . woncccvdccwscoccsssenevsesensces 754 752 
PD. commen sqececcenassnupecscsssenes 615 612 
DI i cece spedauhesescascsnesnaneh keeel 396 396 
PEE weve vsincesveuns 586 581 
SS aa ; 246 | 135 
La Plata . 106 | 76 
DEE cinais suuasccentesesnesctesonsssos 309 309 
DP OGE. .. ccscucseneonsecnentenssseuvcs 1, 263 585 ‘ 
MEE. ccct eéeeubiebeceste chew tnsaedeve ctive 421 354 
PR. cacencusunnteentocditeurstwoneccens 741 739 
PP RININED iccunncncnsanscansts, peepennens 244 wii 
DED « cusnenecersed Lasnsesedneneresncs 436 | 455 
DEED ccgnqesnanseaenes Sesseekceates 201 202 |....--+- . 
BINS siccce scpecsbnescéecccéstuhesenees 188 183 |.-----+- . 
aes cossece ie iret pees | 476 470 | 
Se anes 
Ne ack oie cade ens 12, 988 11, 906 | 1,14 


* Thrown out. 


By an examination of this table you will find that in the county . 
Costilla I received 139. votes for the Forty-fourth Congress and ™ 
votes for the Forty-fifth, or a falling off in a vote of 139 of 59 votes. 
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In the county of Fremont E. received for the Forty-fourth Congress 
a ~otes and for the Forty-fifth but 361 votes, a falling off in a vote 
: - of 171. In Lake County I received for the Forty-fourth Con- 
vnvag 246 votes and for the Forty-fifth Congress but 155 votes, a fall- 
ee off in a vote of 246 of 111 votes. | 
c- Porty-fourth Congress 106 votes and for the Forty-tifth 76 

sou. a falling off in a vote of 106 of 30 votes. In Las Animas I re- 
ed for the Forty-fourth Congress 1,263 votes and for the Forty- 

) Coneress D8. votes, or a falling off in a vote of 1,263 of 688 votes. 
B Park | received 421 votes for the Forty-fourth Congress and 354 
ve Forty-fifth, or a falling off in a vote of 421 of 67. In seven- 
af the twenty-six counties my vote for the Forty-fifth Congress 
elow that cast for me for the Forty-fourth Congress a total of 


1154 votes 


f 
ot 


1 
i 


In La Plata County I received | 


{nd vet gentlemen say, in the light of this testimony, that I am | 


of a trick in basing my election on the election of the 7th of 
vein Gentlemen, the facts answer the charge. If there isa 
ele member upon this floor who would submit to an outrage of this 


er. 


without insisting that the election be held upon the day fixed | 


iw, 1 havea poor opinion of his manhood and of his fealty to the 
it had placed its banner in his hands to be carried aloft until 
ist vote was cast and counted on the day fixed by the constitu- 

laws of the country in which he lived. 
centlemen, let me go a step further in this history. I will 
iow vou who is the “beggar” and the “mendicant.” I will show 
wn» who ean stand erect before his fellow-men and say “‘ My skirts are 

1 evil in this matter.” 

t is in the testimony that after the election on the 3d of October 
he 13th of October both political parties were engaged in 
ing active preparations for the election in November. The ofticers 
ferent counties commenced distributing ballot-boxes and 


‘ 
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October vote was canvassed and the certificate was issued to my 
competitor. It was with this certificate, forced from the governor 
by the irresistible machinery of the political caucus, an afterthought, 
that Mr. Belford presented himself to this House and claime: 


irl 


i that he 


was the duly accredited and proper Representative of the people of 
Colorado. 
Now, gentlemen, I ask what any of you would have done under 


like circumstances? Say that you had been the candidate of the re- 
publican party,and that it was the democratic party that had so 
acted, what would you have done? Would have 
the banner of your party? Would you have said that no election 
should be held? Would you have bowed in humble submission to 
this dictation? Would you have sunk your own manhood and self- 
respect by quiet submission to the chicanery of your political oppo- 
nents? No, gentlemen, not one of you would have done so, not even 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] would have done so, al ®hough 
he can do many things that would be impossible for others 
ter. ] 

They told you that I have no constituents at my back. | 


you cast down 


| Laugh 


et ine 


| show you what the democratic party of the State did atter the hap 


pening of these events, through its central committee. The commitiee 
was immediately convened, and upon the 16th of October it issued 
an address from which I read the following: 

At a meeting of the State central committee held on the 12th and 13th instants 
it was resolved that Hon. Thomas M. Patterson, our nominee for Congress, should 
make the race for the Forty-tifth Congress at the election to be held on th 
November. Since that announcement became public, a pretended discovery h 


is 

been made by ‘he republican leaders to the effect that there is no authority for an 
election on that day ; and it is now claimed by many, if not all the republican 
leaders, that Hon. James B. Belford was elected on the Jd instant to the Forty-titth 

| as well tothe Forty-fourth Congress. Their claim is not admitted, but, on the 


woks: and right here, for I fear I should forget it, I want to call | 
ittention of the Honse—I will not read it, but if I do not state | 
facts as shown in the record let any gentleman call for the read- | 


—that Governor Routt, elected governor of the State on the repub- 


in ticket, in bis testimony swears that, in his judgment, if both | 


lidates had remained in the field at the November election, and 


cau 


if their press had supported them, the vote in November would not | 


iterially have fallen short of that cast in October. If the prepara- 
ms for the campaign had continued ; if the candidate of the repub- 
party had remained in the field, the vote in November would 

have been nearly equal to that in October. What followed? Because 
ove candidate withdrew and his committee advised his partisan 


contrary, is emphatically denied by us. 


In this address the committee urged the people to see that 
tion was held, that thus the law might be vindicated. 


an elec 
The com 


mittee 
even went so far as to issue a second address signed by Hon. Bela 
M. Hughes as chairman pro tempore. Whois Bela M. Hughes? There 


are several members of this body who know him. 
any man on this floor in honor and integrity. What is more, he is 
the law partner of my competitor, Mr. Belford. What does General 
Hughes, as chairman pro tempore of the democratic State central com 
mittee, say? In an address dated October 21, 1876, he says: 

The sudden determination of republicans, acting upon the advice of the repub 


lican State central committee, to abstain from participation in the election for Rep 


He is the peel of 


| resentative to the Forty-fifth Congress, together with the conduct of the acting 


° sas | 
competitor, his party, and dis party press, there was no opposition. 


The incentive to a general or full vote had been removed, and almost 
of necessity but a minority of the votes were cast. 
Now let me show another thing. On the 13th of October a letter 


was published, not from a lawyer, but from Hon. J. B. CHAFFEE, | 


vhom the testimony shows never read nor practiced law an hour in 

life. Notwithstanding the different opinion held by the governor 
and the secretary of state, the United States district attorney, the 
republican State central committee, and the republican candidate for 
Congress, this gentleman suddenly discovers that they were all wrong, 
that they did not know anything about the law, were ignoramuses 
in fact upon that subject. He knew all about it. Mr. CHAFFEE in 
this letter, for the first time, intimated that there was uo authority 
for the election of November 7. He demanded in his letter, a copy 
of which is contained in the testimony, that my competitor should 
withdraw from the canvass, and base his claim fora seat in this body 


upon an election which had been held ten days before, and that the | 


secretary of state should issue a proclamation withdrawing his prior 
proclamation calling the November election. 

What followed the publication of this letter? The chairman of the 
State republican committee swears that upon that very evening # 
political caucus was held in the rooms of Mr. CHAFFEE which was 


attended by prominent republican politicians, and that the governor | 


of the State was also present. 
caucus that the votes cast in October for tho Forty-tifth Congress 
should be canvassed and that the governor should issue a certificate to 
Mr. Belford based upon that vote, then, and not till then, did Mr. 
Be \ford withdraw from the contest forthe November election. When 
he knew that his calling and election had been made sure, when 
he supposed that he would get that magic piece of parchment, with 
the great seal of the State upon it, which would be an “ open sesame” 
to the doors of this House, when all this was made secure, as he sup- 
posed, by this political cancus, then he was withdrawn as a candidate 
for the election in November. 

Mark you, how the republican State officers, the republican central 
Committee, and the candidate of the republican party for Congress 
bent their heads at the dictation of thisone-man power. CHAFFEE’S 
letter was published on the morning of the 13th of October. The 
caucus was held on the night of the 13th and the morning of the 
14th. ( pon the 14th the chairman of the republican central com- 
iuittee issued his address announcing that there was no authority of 
aw for the election of November 7, and that Mr. Belford’s name was 
no longer before the public as a candidate. Upon the 16th of Octo- 


Cn; the secretary of the State, in obedience to the command of Mr. 
i 


HAFFEE, not in obedience to his convictions of duty under the law, 
ssued the proclamation of withdrawal. Within a short time the 





After it had been decided by this | 


© wit! \ | b L ! | secretary of state in revoking his proclamation for said election, } 
riends to refrain from voting—because of this deliberate act of my 


have convinced 


the committee that it is their deliberate purpose— 
Gentlemen, General Hughes was gifted with the spirit of prophecy. 
At that time he knew precisely what the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. BuTLER,] the honorable gentleman from Maine, 
[ Mr. HALE, ] and the honorable gentleman from Ohio, | Mr.GarFieLD, } 
would contend for; let me prove this by continuing to read— 
to throw every obstacle in the way of a free and fair election, and so far as 
they may have power, to induce republican sheriffs and county clerks to disregard 
the law concerning their duty in elections. In these high-handed and revolution- 
ary measures their perpetrators can have but one object, that of surrounding the 
election and its results with so much uncertainty that the House of Representa 
tives may be unable to arrive at an intelligent conclusion in determining to whom 
the seat in the Forty-tifth Congress belongs. 


Why, sir, it was as if General Hughes had read the minds of the 
geutlemen from Massachusetts, from Maine, and from Ohio. He pre- 
dicted just what has been claimed, that this case has been surrounded 
with so much confusion that the House cannot determine to whom 
the seat belongs. Then follow the most minute instructions to the 
judges and clerks of election, the county sheriffs, &c. Here is the 
conclusion of this address: 

The course marked out in this circular, inthe opinion of the committee, is ren 
dered absolutely necessary by the revolutionary and high-handed measures of re 
publican leaders and State ottlicials. It is the sincexs conviction of the committee 
that if these suggestions and instructions are faithfully observed by the different 
officers mentioned, an election will be held November 7, as legal in every respect 
as any ever held in the State or Territory, and at the same time republican politi- 
cians will be taught that they own neither the laws, the people, nor the ballot-box. 








The republican politicians of my State have always claimed the 


| pre-emption right in the laws, the people, and the ballot-box, and in 
| this instance they have sought to convert that right into a fee-simple 


title. But, gentlemen, if I am a “ mendicant,” 1 am proud of the 
record made by myself and my party in standing up as we did, in 
opposition to this unholy purpose and in asserting, as I have, my 
right to this seat, as the veteran statesman from Georgia [Mr. STE- 
PHENS ] has said, under the Constitution and the law of the country. 

Let me refer to one thing more; and I will not then occupy the 
House longer. Gentlemen, talk about the small vote cast at the 
November election. How could it be otherwise? Do you not know 
what discipline in the republican party means? Do you not know 
that that party is like a well-drilled veteran army and that when the 
orders go forth from those in authority its members either march, 
mark time, or halt atthe word of command. All the recognized party 
oflicials issued their directions to the republicans in Colorado to ab- 
stain from voting at the November election. Their State central 
committee, the recognized authority of that party, to whom they 
looked for advice and counsel, said “ you must not participate.” Of 
course they did not participate. In any district represented on this 
floor the result would have been the same under like circumstances. 
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How was it with members of the democratic party ? 
that Mr. Belford rested his claims upon an election held upon the 3d 
day of October, and while they knew from the addresses and news- 
paper articles of the democratic party that the 7th day of November 
was the legal day of election they also knew that, if the republicans re- 
frained from voting, ten votes for the democratic candidate were as 
good as a hundred ; that the House of Representatives would simply 
determine which was the legal day, and thus the election would be 
decided. In our case the presumption that every man knows the law 
was nota violentone. We recogrfized thatthe question to be decided 
by the House was which was the legal day, and, that being decided, 
if but one candidate was voted for, it made no difference whether he 
received ten votes or ten thousand. 
I received over 3,500 votes. Do gentlemen wonder there was not 
a larger vote? Letthem bearin mind that one congressional district is 
the entire State of Colorado. 
and seventy miles long by two hundred and eighty in width. Many 
voters have to travel a distance of fifty miles to reach a polling- 
place. Much of the State is mountainous, and snow begins to fall 
in November. Isit reasonable to expect that anything like our voting 
population would make the sacrifice of time, of comfort, and of busi- 
ness interests necessary to be made upon an election day in Colorado, 
when the necessity did not exist ? 
If the time, place, and manner of holding the election are fixed by 
law then ten votes are as good as a thousand if they are a majority of 
votes cast. The democratic voters knew this, and knowing it many 
refrained from voting. I contend that under these circumstances, 
considering the vast area of our State, its topography, its compara- 
tively small and greatly scattered population, considering that there 
was no opposition by the deliberate act of the republicans of the 
State, four thousand votes is a greater number and require greater 
sacrifices than ten thousand votes in many of the districts represented 
upon this floor. Gentlemen, are you to repudiate these men by re- 
fusing to give the seat to the candidate whom they elected? Are 
you to become particeps criminis, accessories after the fact; are you to 
give effect to the tricks and the subterfuges of the State officials and 
republican politicians in bebalf of Mr. Belford by saying that I was 
not legally elected? You may do it, but it cannot hurt me. I have 
pleasant surroundings at home, a remunerative practice ; I have con- 
stituents who still respect and honor me, and if I am refused a seat 
in this House I shall return to my home received and recognized by 
them as their faithful servant having endeavored to maintain their 
rights under the law. 1 maintain, gentlemen, that to repudiate me 
you must repudiate the law of the land; that you must repudiate the 
law-abiding portion of the people of the State of Colorado; that you 
must repudiate those who despise trickery, treachery, and subterfuge 
and who have leoked only to the law and sought representation 
through its channels. If you refuse their representative a seat upon 
this floor, you will say to them that their efforts have been in vain, 
and that that which was planned by these conspirators, that which 
was sought to be secured by those who coerced a doubting governor 
into submission, shall prevail. 

We know what the power of caucus is in that State. What does 
Governor Routt swear? He gave his testimony in this case last Jan- 
uary and this is the language he used: 


rhe 
elects d on the 3d day of October. 

Yet the power of caucus, the power of party, the power of the man 
who bestrides the State of Colorado like a huge colossus, to the de- 
moralization of its politics, was so great that even he had to bury 
his own convictions of right and law and issue a certificate in oppo- 
sition to both. 

There would have been but little controversy in this case had it 
not been for the one-sided statement made by Mr. Belford, and the 
newspaper articles published before the opening of the extra session 
and which poisoned the minds of even my political friends. Men 
believed upon the basis of these statements that I was a mendicant ; 
that I was trying to steal into the House; that I was coming here 
with a handful of votes; that I was seeking a seat by subterfuge. 
He said I only got about 2,300 votes; that it was a little election of 
my own; that I called it myself. Let us see what is the stipulation 
he entered into; and this was never entered into until the examina- 
tion of the testimony convinced him the proof of the fact was over- 
whelming and he might as well admit it. Let me read that agree- 
ment: 

It is hereby mutually agreed and stipulated between the said Thomas M. Patter- 
son, of the one part, and the said James B. Belford, of the other, that if laws were 
in force and by virtueof which an election might have been legally held in the State 
of Colorado upon the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for Representative to the 
Forty-fifth Congress from said State, then and in that event the following number 
of votes were legally cast by qua ified electors at an election held in said State 
upon the said 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, for said Representative to the 
Forty-tifth Congress, and which votes were divided among the persons respectively 
voted for upon said day, for said oflice, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast for Representative to the Forty-tifth Congress, 
thirty-eight hundred and twenty-nine, (3,829,) and of which— 

Thomas M. Patterson received thirty-tive hundred and eighty, (3,580.) 

James B. Belford, one hundred and seventy-two, (172.) 

Scattering, seventy-seven, (77.) 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. By whom is it signed? 
Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado. It is signed by James B. Belford 
and Thomas M. Patterson. 


They knew | 
| fixes it, gentlemen, as a legal election. 


It has an area of territory three hundred | 





preponderance of evidencein my judgment is that Mr. Belford was not legally | 
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Where is the imputation upon the legality of that election? ‘py; 
How can you hesitate? 
I thank the House for the courtesy which it has extended to me 
and for the honor it has done me in listening while I have occupied 
the floor. As I said before 1 had no purpose of speaking, | yo. 
willing to leave the management of my case in the hands , f the 
honorable and able gentlemen who from power of conviction and yo: 
the party lash, who from the force of the law and conclusivenes. 
the testimony were compelled to report to this House that [ wa. 
legally elected. I leave the case, gentlemen, with you, satistied t},q; 
you will do only that which your convictions of duty prompt you “a 
do, convinced that your convictions must lead you, as law-a)jq; 
citizens, to uphold the law, and in so doing,as General Hughes jp }). 





| address to the democracy of my State said, you will teach these (o)). 


rado conspirators that they know neither the law, the ballot-box, ),; 
the people. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I rise to call the previous question, and 
beg to announce to the House that I propose to call for a yote »; 
once and have no further debate after the previous question is see. 
onded. 

Mr. WAIT. I have still ten minutes of my time remaining, whic), 
I think it is proper that the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Haxx] shou\d 
have in order to reply to some of the matters which have fallen from 
the gentleman who has just addressed the House. 

Many Members. No! No! Vote! Vote! 

The SPEAKER. If the gentlemen will keep quiet the Chair wi)! 
decide the point. The gentleman from Connecticut, [ Mr. Walt, } as 
the Chair understands, claims in his own right ten minutes of |)\s 
hour which he did not formerly occupy. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Did the gentleman distinctly resery, 
that at the time? 

Mr. HALE. I think the gentleman from Virginia should not object; 
I will not be long. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I have no objection myself. If the 
House can stay here,I can. But gentlemen have been pressing me to 
bring the debate to a close, and I have cut off my colleague on tly 
committee, the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Sprincer,} who 
entitled under the rules to an hour, and other gentlemen. And now, 
if gentlemen conceive themselves to be personally aggrieved, I thi: 
there is no cause for it. A reply has been made to an assault, ani 
there I think the matter ought to end in the House. 

The SPEAKER. That is not the point for the Chair. The point 
the Chair desires to know is whether the gentleman from Conu 
cut, having one hour in his own right, occupied of that hour only iil! 
minutes and reserved ten minutes, which-he now claims. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman says so, and I do not 
question his word. 

Mr. WAIT. I have already stated that when I spoke, I had t 
minutes left, and I stated at the time that I would reserve those ' 
minutes to be used by me or some other gentleman during thie «is 
cussion. I now propose that the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Hai 
should have those ten minutes for a reply. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Before the Chair decides he should take 
into consideration the fact that I made the announcement that at 
half-past five o’clock I should move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman did not move the previous 
question at that time. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The floor was then occupied; but for 
myself I have no objection to the gentleman having the ten minutes 
if he wants it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the gentleman from Con- 
necticut has the right to yield that time. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I desire to suggest that Mr. ELLs and 
Mr. SPRINGER, members of the committee, have not spoken; au 
while I am willing to yield to the gentleman from Maine, | Mr. HaLr, 
who was the assailant, his ten or tifteen minutes, I shall ask after be 
gets through that Mr. Patterson shall be permitted to rejoin for teu 
minutes, so that they may be put upon an equal footing. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does not rule that the gentleman from 
Maine is entitled to ten minutes for any reply. The Chair's rulings 
as to the right of the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Watt, } we 
has not occupied his full time. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 4 
SPRINGER] instructs me to say that he will be willing to yield \ 
Patterson for a rejoinder. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to ask the Chair whether the gentle 
from Virginia {Mr. Harris] has not the right to close debate. 

The SPEAKER. He has, and he has not occupied all his 
He has eight minutes left. 

Mr. HALE. Gentlemen on the other side need not be trouble 
anxious to prevent my speaking. 

Several members called for order. . 

The SPEAKER. The House will come to order, and gentlemen 
the aisles will please take their seats. : 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I wish to be allowed a word ore 
a question of privilege. The members of this House have nominay 
the privilege of seats, but those on the outer circle are really = 
prived of that privilege. My seat is occupied at this time, and mor 
than three-quarters of the time I am unable to get a seat. he 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say there is nobody on ¢ 


The gentleman from Illinois ben 
»M! 


time 


Lor 











[sii. 





or except those who are entitled to the floor or are here by the per- 
mal appheations of members of Congress. 
Mr It is just as bad here in the front. 


id ciehall 


ae 
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| Aiken, 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


197 





NAYS—128 


Dickey, Herbert, Riddle, 
Banning, Durham, Hooker, Roberts, 
Beebe, Eden, House, Robertson 
Bell, Eickhoff, Hunton Ross, 
| Bicknell, Elam, Jones, Frank Sayler, 


: FRANKLIN. 1 ta : : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is very arbitrary in not allowing any 
ey » here except such as have the right. 

Be Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, as I was remarking, nobody on the other 
Re : eed have been troubled to seek to prevent me from speaking. 
7s le t rise in a very exasperated condition. I thank my friend from | 
E¢ Connecticut [Mr. Warr) for the ten minutes he has given me to 
‘! i as a matter of right. 

3 rhe gentleman from Colorado, who has supplicated this House for 
FE at for the last hour, gaining that privilege by unanimous consent 
q of the House, when his competitor is far away and unable to present | 
E «ease, has been needlessly excited. He has in language which this 
Chamber has happily almost forgotten seen fit in referring to me to 
r dicate, on my part, some lack of courageous action. Let me state 
# > the gentleman that I do not claim any very high merit in that 

rection, as Shown here to-day. It never occurred to me that it 
mild be a high act of courage on my part to speak the truth about 
: that gentleman and his performances in the election in Colorado, and 
K f during this Congress no higher occasion arises for my courage to 
» tested then the House will never know whether I have courage o1 
> He has talked about my vilifying him. In that he is needlessly 

F psitive. I took up the circumstances of the election and the un- 

ted fact that he had been beaten, but not content with the 
; verdict of the people he ranged here high and low endeavoring to 
P nd some sort of title in order to get a seat upon this floor, and I 
i‘ termed it begging for a seat. I used words equivalent to that at 
st. Nothing he has said has in any degree changed my opinion of 
it I give him the benetit of this further statement that if he 
ts this seat by the vote of the gentlemen on the other side, and is 
n in and sits here and occupies it, then I say that the seat be- 
rs to the people of Colorado, and if he objects to the word mendi- 

t, the mendicaney will then be changed to robbery. 
He has talked of charges, of tricks, and subterfuges. He mis- 
: es the use of words. I have never said or claimed that his course 
. was one of tricks and subterfuges. It does not perhaps rise in that 


rection; but the trouble is that he was here for two years and the 
ile of Colorado, after trying him for that time, elected another 
nin his place and he is not satisfied with that result. I did not 
nything about subterfuges; but I did say that he has been 
ealing to every wavering meinber of the House of his party on 
e other side of the House, or his friends have been, in order to get 
:seat upon this floor. All of these things I charge as a reprehensible 
wode of conducting a canvass; but 1 never said anything about 
ricks” and “subterfuges.” Now, after he has occupied the floor 
f the House, by unanimous consent, for one hour, let me suggest to 
mi that if he has a constituency that is proud of him—he ought to 
ow more about that than I do—an exceedingly good way to settle 
the question is, so as to still my voice, to still the voice of my friend 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER, ] and to still the voice of every 
other member, to take the matter home to that constituency and let 
them pass upon it, and that when that is done and he goes to that 
people of Colorado my belief is that he will never come back to trou- 
bie us more, 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I now move the previous question. 
fhe previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
The first question was upon the motion made by Mr. Wait, on 
behalf of the mimority of the committee, to strike out the name of 
‘Thomas M. Patterson” and insert in lieu thereof the name 
“ James B. Belford.” 
rhe question was put; and upon a division there were ayes 123. 
Mr. SPRINGER and Mr. RICE, of Illinois, called for the yeas and 
nays. 
rhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 110, nays 128, not 
voting 53; as follows: 


ot 








YEAS—110. 

Aldvich, Darrall, Keifer, Robinson, George D. 
Bacon, Davis, Horace Keightley, Robinson, Milton S. 
Baker, John H. Deering, Kelley, — Ryan, 

Baker, William H. Denison, Ketcham, Sampson, 

Bailou, Dunnell, Killinger, Sapp, 

Bayne, Dwight, Lathrop, Sexton 

Bisbee Eames, Lindsey, Shallenberger 

Biale Errett, Loring, Sinnickson, 

ean Evans, I.Newton Marsh, Smalls, 

wewer Evans, James L. McCook, Starin, 

Bri ; Fort, McGowan, Stewart, 

> Freeman, Metcalfe, Stone, John W. 
Browne Hale, Mitchell, Stone, Joseph C. 
Be ay Hanna, Monroe, Strait, 

B “omy Harmer, Norcross, Thompson, 

B SCR Harris, Benj. W. Oliver, Townsend, Amos 
Cain " Haskell, O'Neill, Townsend, M. I. 

fo Hayes, Overton, Van Vorhes, 

( a Hazelton, Pacheco, Ward, 
Car rbelll, Hendee, Page, Watson, 
Clafin” Henderson, Patterson, White, Harry 
Clark R Hiscock, Peddie, White, Michael D. 
Conk Rash Hubbell, Phillips, Williams, Andrew 
Gonna Humphrey, Pollard, Williams, C. G. 
Gena” Hungerford, Price, Williams, Richard 
( yummings Ittner, Pugh, Willits. 
Danford, James, Reed 


Joyce, Rice, William W. 


Blackburn, Evins, John H Jones, James T. Scales, 


Bland, Ewing, Kenna Schleicher, 
Blount, Felton, Kimmel Shelley, 

| Boone, Finley, Knott Singleton, 
Bragg Forney, Landers Slemons 
Bridges Franklin Ligon Sparks 
Bright, Frye Luttrell Springer 
Buckner, Garth Lynde Steele 
Cabell, Gause, Mackey Stenger, 
Caldwell, John W. Gibson Maish, Chrockmorton, 
Caldwell, W. P Giddings Martin, rownshend, R. W. 
Candler, Glover Mayham Turner 
Chalmers, Goode McKenzie Prurney 
Clark, Alvah A Gunter Mills, Vance 
Clark of Missouri Hamilton, Money, Veeder 
Clymer, Hardenbergh, Morgan, Walkei 
Cobb Harris, Henry R. Morrison Walsh 
Collins, Harris, John T Morse, Warner 
Cook Harrison Muldrow, W hitthorne 
Covert Hart, Muller, Williams, A.S 
Cox, Jacob D Hartridge Phelps, Wilkiams, James 
Cravens Hartzell Potter Willis, Albert S 
Crittenden Hatcher Quinn Willis. Benjamin A, 
Culberson, Henkle, Rea Wilson 
Cutler Henry, Reagan, Wood 
Davidson, Hewitt, Abram S Reilly, Wright 
Davis, Joseph J Hewitt, G. W. Rice, Americus V. Yeates 

NOT VOTING—S53. 

Atkins, Douglas, Lockwood Stephens 
Bagley, Ellis, Manning Swann 
Banks, Ellsworth McKinley rhornburgh 
Benedict Field McMahon, Lipton 
Bliss Foster Neal Pucker, 
Bouck, Fuller, Pound Waddell 
Bovd Gardner Powers, W ait 
Calkins Gartield Pridemore Welch 
Carlisle Hunter Rainey Williams, Jere N. 
Caswell, Jones, John S Randolph Wren 
Chittenden, Jorgensen, Robbins Your 
Clarkeof Kentucky, Knapp Smith, A. Herr 
Cox, Samuel 8. Lapham, Smith, William I 


| vote “ay” upon this question and I should vote “ 


Dibrell, 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
During the call of the roll the 

made : 

Mr. TUCKER. Upon all questions connected with this case I am 
paired with Mr. LapHam, of New York; if he were present, he would 


Leonard, Southard 


following announcements were 


ho. 

Mr. MONEY. I desire to announce that Mr. YouNG 
is paired with Mr. Jones, of Ohio; if present, Mr. 
vote “no.” 

Mr. HUNTON. My colleague, Mr. 
other colleague, Mr. JORGENSEN. 
DOUGLAS, would vote “ no.” 

Mr. DIBRELL. I am paired on this question with my colleague, 
Mr. THORNBURGH; if present, he would vote “ay” and I would vote 
“no, 

Mr. ATKINS. I am paired with Mr. Smiru, of Pennsylvania. 
present, I suppose he would vote “ay,” and I would vote “ no,’ 

Mr. DICKEY. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. SouTHaRD, 
is absent on account of sickness in his family. He is paired with an 
other colleague, Mr. NEAL. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. BENEDICT, 
is paired with another colleague, Mr. BAGLEY. If present, Mr. BENE 
pict would vote “no” and I suppose Mr. BAGLEY would vote “ay.” 
Ldesire also to state that my colleague, Mr. LocKwoop, is paired 
with Mr. BANKs, of Massachusetts. If present, my colleague would 
vote “no” and I suppose Mr. BANKS would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. ROBBINS. Upon this question I am paired with Mr. ELts 
WorRTH, of Michigan. If he were here, I would vote “no” and I pre 
sume he would vote “ ay.” 

Mr.GARFIELD. On this question I am paired with Mr. WADDELL, 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. CARLISLE. On this question I am paired with Mr. Powers, 
of Maine. If he were present, I would vote “no” and I presume he 
would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. FULLER. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. HUNTER. 
here, he would vote “ ay” and I would vote “ no.” 

Mr. HAZELTON. My colleagues, Mr. PoUND and Mr. Bouck, are 
paired. If they were present, Mr. POUND would vote “ay” and I am 
sure Mr. Bouck would vote “ no.” 

Mr. WAIT. On this question I am paired with Mr. WILuiaMs, of 
Alabama, who, if present, would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. On this question I am paired with Mr. 
Youna, of Tennessee. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. 
STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
he would vote “no.” 

Mr. HENDERSON. My colleagues, Mr. Boyp and Mr. KNappP, are 
paired. If present, Mr. Boyp would vote “ay” and I presume Mr. 
KNAPP would vote “no.” 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I am paired with Colonel Pripemore, of Vir 
ginia. 


, of Tennessee, 
YOUNG would 


DOUGLAS, 
present, 


is paired with an 
my colleague, Mr. 


If 


If 


If 


On this question I am paired with Mr. 
If he were present, I would vote “ay” and 
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LS 
Mr. FOSTER. On this question I am paired with Mr. EL.is, of | Davis, JosephJ. Jones, John 8. Neal, Swann, 
aoe , Dibrell, Jorgensen, Pound, Thornburgh 
ai AMUISLANA, ; ; . be 5 _ | Douglas, Knapp, Powers, Tipton, F 
Mr. CALKINS. On this question I am paired with General MaN- | Fils, Lapham, Pridemore, Tucker, 
itty NING, of Mississippi. If he were present, I would vote “ay” and he | Ellsworth, Leonard, Rainey, Waddell, 
would vete “no.” Field, ew, . oe, Wait, 
TED sli ate ths - colle . . . ; | Foster, ockwood, tobbins, Welch, 
{ | Mr. KE ER. I ele sire to state that my colle agues, Mr. McManton Faller. Manning, Smith, A. Herr Williams, Jere y 
4 and Mr. McKINLey, are paired on this question for this evening. If | Gardner, McKinley, Smith, William E. Young. oF 
% | present, Mr. McMaulon would vote “no” and Mr. MCKINLEY would | Hart, McMahon, Southard, 
{ ry vote “av.” Hunter, Morse, Stephens, 
K Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. My colleague, Mr. CASWELL, is| So the substitute of Mr. Cox, of Ohio, was not adopted. 
| — — a of the House; if present, he would vote “ay. During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 
‘ 4 ir. DLCH, 
| 


1 am paired with Mr. Smit, of Georgia, who, if Mr. YEATES. I wish to inquire whether the gentlemen from 0} 


110, 


et ne ore 


See) . 


} 
; 
Y, 





present, would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I have been requested to an- 
nounce that my colleague, General BANKS, is paired with Mr. Lock- 
woop, of New York. 
Mr. Lockwoop “ no.” 

Mr. RAINEY. On this question I am paired with Mr. Swann, of 
Meryland. If present, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. ONEILL. I wish to state that my colleague, Mr. SMITH, is 
paired with Mr. Arkrins, of Tennessee. If present, Mr. Smita would 
vote “ ay ” and Mr. ATKINS would vote “ no.” 

Mr. COX, of New York. On this question I am paired with Mr. 
Tipton, of Lllinois. If present, I would vote “no” and he would 
vote the other way. 

Mr. WOOD. My colleague, Mr. BLIiss, is paired with Mr. GARDNER, 
of Ohio. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The next question was upon the substitute moved by Mr. Cox, of 
Ohio; which was read, as follows : 

Resolved, That no valid election has as yet been held in Colorado for Represent- 
ative in the Forty-fifth Congress. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 116, nays 117, not 
voting 58; as follows: 

YEAS—116. 


Aldrich, Davis, Horace Keifer, Robinson, Milton 8. 
Bacon Deering Keightley, Ryan, 

Bagley, Denison, Kelley, Sampson, 

Baker, John H. Dunnell, Ketcham, Sapp, 

Baker, William H. Dwight, Killinger, Sexton, 

Ballou, Eames, Lathrop, Shallenberger, 
Bayne, Errett, Loring, Sinnickson, 
Blair, Evans, 1. Newton Marsh Smalls, 

Brentano, Evans, James L. McCook, Starin 

Brewer Fort, MeGowan, Stenger, 

Briggs, Freeman, Metcalfe, Stewart, 
Brogden, Frye, Mitchell, Stone, John W. 
browne, Gartield, Monroe, Stone, Joseph Cc. 
Bundy, Hale, Norcross, Strait, 

Burchard, Hanna, Oliver, Thompson, 
Burdick, Harmer, ONeill, Townsend, Amos 


Cain Harris, Benj. W. = Overton, Townsend, M. L. 
Camp Haskell, Pacheco, Van Vorhes, 
Campbell, Hayes Page, Ward, 
Cannon Hazelton, Patterson, Watson, 
Claflin, Hendec Peddic, White, Harry 
Clark, Rush Henderson, Phillips, White, Michael D. 
Cole Hiscock, Pollard, Williams, Andrew 
Conger Hubbell, Potter, Williams, C, G. 
Cox, Jacob D. Humphrey, Price Williams, James 
Crapo Hungerford, Pugh, Williams, Richard 
Cummings, Ittner Reed, Willis, Benjamin A. 
Cutler James, Rice, William W. Willits, 
Danford, Joyee, Robinson, George D. Wren. 
NAYS-—117. 

Aiken Eden House, Robertson, 
Hanning Fickhoff, Hiunton, Koss 
Beebe Elam Jones, Frank Sayler, 
Bell Evins, John H. Jones, James T. Scales, 
Benedict, Ewing, Kenna Schleicher, 
Bicknell, Felton, Kimmel, Shelley, 
Blackburn, Finley, Knott, Singleton, 
Bland, Forney, Landers, Slemons, 
Blount, Franklin, Ligon, Sparks, 
Boon Garth Luttrell, Springer, 
Bragg Cause, Lynde, Steele, 
Bridges, Gibson, Mackey, Throckmorton, 
Bright Giddings, Maish, Townshend, R. W. 
Buckner Glover, Martin, Turner, 
Cabell Goode, Mayham, Turney, 
Caldwell, John W. Gunter, McKenzie, Vance, 
Caldwell, W. P. Hamilton, Mills, Veeder, 
Candler, Hardenbergh, Money, Walker, 
Chalmers, Harris, Henry R. Morgan, Walsh, 
Clark, Alwah A. Harris, John T. Morrison, Warner, 
Clark of Missouri, Harrison, Muldrow, Whitthorne, 
Cobb, Hartridge, Muller, Williams, A. S. 
Collins, Hartzell, Phelps, Willis, Albert 8. 
Cook. Hatcher, uinn, Wilson, 
Covert, Henkle, Rea, Wood, 
Cravens, Henry, Reagan, Wright, 
Crittenden, Herbert, Reilly, Yeates, 
Culberson, Hewitt, Abram 8. Rice, Americus V. 
Dickey, Hewitt, G. W. Riddle, 
Durham, Hooker, Roberts, 

NOT VOTING—Ss. 
Atkina, Bouck, Carlisle. Clymer, 
Banks, Boyd, Caswell, Cox, Samuel S. 
Bisbee, Butler, Chittenden, Darrall, 
Bliss, Calkins, Clarke of Keatucky, Davidson, 


| Mr. GARFIELD, voted upon this question ? 


If present, Mr. BANKS would vote “ay” and | 


The SPEAKER. He has voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. YEATES. I ask whether he was not paired with my colleague 
General WADDELL? sii 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
side. 

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman from Ohio is not here at this yo. 
ment, but I know he said expressly that he had reserved his right to 


That was the understanding on t 


this 


| Vote on this question, though he was paired on the other two propo- 


sitions. 


Mr. YEATES. It was the impression of General WADDELL that }y 


| was paired on this question. 


Mr. GARFIELD, (having just entered the Hall.) Mr. Speaker, 
what is the statement ? 

The SPEAKER. Thé statement is that the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. GARFIELD, ] who has voted, is, according to the understanding 
of some friends of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Wap. 
DELL, ] paired with that gentleman. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. WappDELL came to me alittle while before he 
left the Hall and wished me to pair with him. I said that I would pair 
on the resolution to seat Mr. Patterson and the resolution to seat Mr, 
Belford, but that on the question of delaring a vacancy I would not 
pair. Whether he made a pair on this question with anybody else | 
do not know; he did not with me. 

| Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. It is evident that Mr. WADDELL did not 
comprehend the order in which the proposition would come up. Ile 
told his friends that he was fully paired on this question. 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter between the two gentlemen. 

Mr. DIBRELL. On this question Iam paired with my colleague, 
| Mr. THORNBURGH. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Iam paired on this question with the gentleman 
| from Michigan, Mr. ELLswortu. If he were here, I should vote 
| “ae” 

Mr. TUCKER. I wish to announce that I am paired with the ge: 
tleman from New York, Mr. LaPHAM. 

Mr. ATKINS. Iam paired with Mr. Smirn, of Pennsylvania. It 
he were present, 1 should vote “ no.” 

_ Mr. HUNTON., My colleague, Mr. DoUuGLAs, is paired with my 
| colleague, Mr. JORGENSEN. Mr. DOUGLAS would vote “uo” and Mr. 
JORGENSEN “ay.” 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. My colleague, Mr. SOUTHARD, who is detained 
from the House on account of illness in his family, is paired with wy 
| colleague, Mr. Neat. If present, Mr. SoUTHARD would vote “no” 
and Mr. NEAL “ay.” 

Mr. COX, of New York. 
nois, Mr. ‘Trpron. 
“ay.” 
| Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I am paired with the gentleman 
| from Maine, Mr. Linpsrey. If he were here, he would vote “ ay” and 
| I should vote “no.” 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. Bisbee, 
who, if present, would vote in the affirmative, while I should vote in 
the negative. 

Mr. CARLISLE. On this question I am paired with the gentleman 
from Maine, Mr. Powrrs. It he were present, I should vote “no. 

Mr. HAZELTON. My colleague, Mr. Pounp, is paired with my 
| colleague, Mr. Bouck. If present, Mr. PoUND would vote “ay” abe 
| Mr. Bouck “no.” 
| Mr. CHITTENDEN. On this question I am paired with the gen- 
| tleman from Georgia, Mr. STEPHENS. He would vote “no” aud! 

should vote “ ay.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. The gentleman from Connecticut, 
Mr. Warr, is paired on this question with Mr. WILL1AMs, of Alabama. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. On this question I am paired with the geu- 
tleman from Tennessee, Mr. YouNG. If he were present, he woud 
vote “no” and I should vote “ ay.” oA 
oan FOSTER. Iam paired with the gentleman from Louisiana, 
Mr. ELLs. 

Mr. CALKINS. I wish to announce that I am paired with General 
MANNING, of Mississippi. 

Mr. FIELD. On this question I am paired with Mr. CLarke, of 
Kentucky. If present, he would vote in the negative and | should 
vote in the affirmative. ‘ , 

_ Mr. RANDOLPH. On all political questions I am paired with the 
| gentleman from Virginia, Mr. PRIDEMORE. If he were here, I presume 
cs would vote “no” and I should vote “ ay.” sala 

Mr. EVANS, of Indiana. My colleague, Mr. HUNTER, is paite 
i with iny colleague, Mr. FULLER. 





I am paired with the gentleman from Illi- 
I should vote “no;” I presume he would vote 








ee Sree 


Csr 05 eR 


Pe 


See Ry Pr eS oe 


PE 


me 











CONGRESSIONAL 


es a 


Mr. Banks, is 
Lockwoop. If 
Mr. BANKS 


1877. 





Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. My colleague, 
with the gentleman from New York, Mr. 


p red 
o LOCKWOOD would vote “no 


they were here, Mr. and 
.R AINEY. On this I have paired with Mr. Swany. 
te the affirmative. 
"KE IFER. I desire to announce that my colleague, Mr. McM. 
om, and my colleague, Mr. MCKINL a, are paired on this que ain * 
Mr. xa KINLEY would vote “ay” and Mr. McCManon “no.” 
“Mr. CONGER. I desire to state ew on this question Mr. ELLs- 
WOR rH is paired with Mr. ROBBINS. 


I should 


Mr. CLYMER. On this question I am paired with the gentleman | 
Massachusetts, Mr. BUTLER, who was unexpectedly hill to 


eave the Hall. ne 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ilinois. 
with wy other colleague, Mr. Boyp. 


My colleague, Mr. 
Mr. 


KNAPP, is paired 
KNAPP, if present 

Mr. HART. I wish to withdraw my vote in the affirmative and to 
tate that I am paired with Mr. WADDELL. 

Mr. BLOUNT. My colleague, Mr. SM1Tu, is paired with Mr. WEeLcu. 

— SPE AKER. 

ks that the vote is as close as it well can be, and therefore gentle- 
men are partic ularly desired by the Chair to be silent, so there may 
be ne error in the roll-call. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to state my colleague, Mr. Buiss, is paired 
with Mr. GARDNER. 

Mr. HENDERSON. On this vote I desire to state that my colleague, 
Mr. Boyp, is paired with my other colleague, Mr. KNapr. Mr. Boyp 
would vote “ay,” and Mr. KNapp, I presume, would vote “no.” 

Mr. O'NEILL. I desire to state that Mr. 
s paired with Mr. ATKINS. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The question next recurs on the resolution of the 

ommittee. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question next recurs on the resolution of the 
committee, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That Thomas M. Patterson is entitled to a seat in this House asa 
Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the State of Colorado. 
Mr. HALE. I demand the yeas and nays. 

fhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the 
reas 116, nays 110, not voting 65; as follows: 


Resolved 





affirmative— 








YEAS—116. 
D Dickey, He:ritt, G. W. Rice, Americus V. 
ing Durham, Hooker, Riddle, 
Beebe Eickhoff, Hwuse, Reberts, 
Bell Elam, Hunton, Robertson, 
Benedict, Evins, John H. Jones, Frank Ross, 
Bicknell Ewing, Jones, James T. Sayler, 
Blac ckbt im Felton, Kenna, Scales, 
Finley, Kimmel, Schleicher, 
Forney, Knott, Shelley, 
Franklin, Landers Singleton, 
Garth, Ligon, Slemons, 
Gause, Luttrell, Springer, 
Gibson, Lynde, Steele, 
Giddings, Mackey, Throckmorton, 
Glover, Maish, Townshend, R. W. 
, John W. Goode, Martin, Turner, 
ale iwe 1" W.P. Gunter, Mavham, Turney, 
Hamilton, McKenzie, Vance 
lmers, Hardenbergh, Mills, Veeder, 
lark, Alvah A. Harris, Henry R. Money, Walker, 
lark of Missouri, Harris, John T. Morgan, Walsh, 
iymer, Harrison, Morrison, Warner, 
b Hart, Muldrow, Whitthorne, 
ins, Hartridge, Muller, Williams, A. S. 





Hartzell, Phelps, Willis, Albert S 
Covert Hatcher, Quinn, Wilson, 
vens Henrv, Rea, Wood, 
tienden Herbert, Reagan, Wright, 
rson. Hewitt, Abram S. Reilly, Yeates. 
NAYS—110. 
Conger, Hazelton, Pacheco, 
Cox, Jacob D, Henderson, Page 
Crapo, Hiscock, Patterson, 
aker, John H. Cummings, Hubbell, Peddie, 
“aker, WilliamH. Cutler, Humphrey, Phillips, 
ou Darrall, Hungerford, Pollard, 
Davis, Horace Ittner, Potter, 
Deering, James. Price, 
Denison, Joyce, Pugh, 
Dunuell, Keifer, Reed, 
Dwight, Keightley, Rice, William W. 
Eames, Ketcham, Robinson, George D. 
Errett, Killinger, Robinson, Milton 8. 
; Evans,I.Newton Lathrop, Ryan 
l, Evans, James L. Loring, Sampson, 
1 Fort, Marsh, Sapp, 
Freeman, McCook, Sexton, 
Frye, McGowan, Shallenberger, 
Hale, Mitchell, Sinnickson, 
Hanna, Monroe, Smalls, 
Harmer, Norcross, Starin, 
Harris, Benj. W. Oliver, Stewart, 
Haskell, O'Neill, Stone, John W. 
Hayes, Overton, Stone, Joseph C. 


The Chair desires to state he is informed by the | 


, would | 


SMITH, of Pennsylvania, | 
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White, Michael D. Willits, 
t } Williams, Andrew Wren. 
To nsend, Amos Wi r,t 
rownsend, M. I. Williams, Richard 

NOT VOTING—65 

Atkins E Lindsey Sparks, 
Banks E Lockwood, Stenger, 
Bisbee Elisworth, Manning, Stephens, 
Bhi Field McKinley, Swann, 
Bouck Foster McMahon Thornbargh, 
Boyd Fuller Mek alfe, Tipton, 
Calkins, Gardn Ts Tucker, 
Carlisle, Garti Waddell, 
Caswell, Hende« Wait, 
Chittenden, Henkle Welch, 
Clarke of Kentucky, Hunter I rid more, Williams, James 
Cox, Samuel S. Jones, John S Rainey Williams, Jere N. 

anford Jorgensen Rand Ipt Willis, Benjamin A. 
Davidson Kelley Robbins, Young 
Davis, Joseph J Knapp Smith, A. Herr 
Dibrell Lapham Smith, William E 
Douglas, Leonard, Southard 

So the resolution was adopted. 

During the vote, 

Mr. GARFIELD said: On this vote I am paired with Mr. Wap- 
DELL, who would vote in the aflirmative while I would vote in the 
negative. 

Mr. DIBRELL. I am paired on this question with Mr. THorn- 


BURGH. He would the 
affirmative. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North C 
He would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. My colleague, Mr. SouTHARD, is paired on this 
question with my other colleague, Mr. NEAL. 

Ir. MULDROW. My colleague, Mr. MANNING, is paired with Mr. 


vote in 


negative and I would vote in the 


arolina. I am paired with Mr. LINDSEY. 


CALKINS, of Indiana. Mr. MANNING would vote “ ay” and Mr. CaLK- 
INS would vote “no.” 
Mr. ONEILL. Mr. Smiru, of Pennsylvania, is paired with Mr. 


ATKINS, of Tenne SSE Mr. 


would vote “ay. 


SMITH would vote “no” and Mr. ATKINS 


Mr. ROBBINS. On this question I am paired with the gentleman 
from Michigan, Mr. E LLSWORTH. If he were here, he would vote 
“no” and I would vote “ ay.’ 

Mr. COX, of New York. Iam paired with Mr. Tipton, of Illinois 
If he were present, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. EDEN. I am paired on this question with Mr. KELLEY, of 
Pennsylvania. I would vote “ay” and he would vote “no.” 1 
desire also to state that my colleague from Illinois, Mr. SPARKS, is 


paired with Mr. MretcaLrer, of Missouri. Mr. SPARKS would vote 


“ay * and Mr. METCALFE would vote “ no.” 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. My colleague, Mr. KNappP, is paired 
with my colleague, Mr. Boyp. If they were here, Mr. KNapp would 
vote “ay” and Mr. Boyp would vote ‘‘1ro.” 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I am paired with my colleague from Florida, 
Mr. BISBEE. If he were pre sent, he would vote “no” and I would 


vote “ay.” 


Mr. BLOUNT. My colleague from Georgia, Mr. SMITH, is paired 
with Mr. WELCH, ot Nebraska Mr. SMITH would vote “ay” and 
Mr. WELCH would pis ‘no.” 


Mr. TUCKER. 


im ag tage Ww vith Mr. LAPHAM, of New York, who 
if present W ; 


vould vote * no, » 1] would vote * “ay. 


Mr. CARLISLE. Iam waltel d with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. 
Powers. If he were present, I should vote “ay” and he would vote 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I desire to state that Mr. Walt, of 
Connecticut, is paired with Mr. WiLLIAMs, of Alabema. Mr. WILL- 


vote “no,” 
Mr. YOUNG. of 


and he would 


1 am paired with 


IAMS would vote “ay” 


JONES, of Ohio. ‘Tennessee 


If he were present, he would vote “ay ” and I would vote “ no.” 
Mr. CHITTENDEN. Lam paired with Mr. Stepuens, of Georgia. 
If he were present, he would vote “ay * and I should vote “no.” 
Mr. FOSTER. I am paired with the gentleman from Louisiana, 
Mr. ELLIs. If he were preseni, he would vote “ay "and I would 


vote “no.” 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Iam paired with Mr. Pripemore, of Virginia. 
If he were here, he would vote “ay” and I would vote * no.” 

Mr. HENDERSON. My colleague, Mr. Loyp, is paired with my 
colleague, Mr. KNarrp. Mr. Boyp would vote “no” and Mi. KNAPP 


would vote “ay? 


Mr. FIELD [ am puired with Mr. Clarke, of Kentucky. He 


would vote “ t and 1 should vote * me 
Mr. WELCH. Lam paired with Mr. SMiTH, of | Georgia. If he were 
here, he we ul vote “a aud I we uld vote * Lo. 


Mr. HENDEE. I am paired with Mr. HENKLE, of 
would vote “ ay” and I sh« 

Mr. I VANS, of Tudiat l. 
LER, are paired. Mr. Ft 
would vote ** no.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts My col} 
paired with Mr. LocKwoop, of New York. 
“no” and Mr. LOCKWOOD would vote “ay.” 

Mr. KEIFER. My rues, Mr. MCMAHON and Mr. 
are paired. Mr. vote “ay” and Mr. 
would vote “ no.” 


Maryland. He 
“no” 
My colleagues, Mr 


LLER 


uid vote * 
. HUNTER and Mr. FuL- 
would vote “ay” and Mr. HUNTER 
Mr. BANKS, is 
BANKS would vote 


eague, 
Mr. 


colleag 


McKINLEY, 
McMAHON 


McKINLEY 


would 
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Mr. WOOD. My colleague, Mr. BLiss, is paired with Mr. GARDNER, 
of Ohio. 

Mr. RAINEY. I am paired with Mr. Swann, of Maryland. He 
would vote “ay ” and I should vote “ no.” 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted ; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS M. PATTERSON then appeared and qualified by taking 
the oath prescribed by law. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at eight o’clock p.m.) 
the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The memorial of Lee W. Sinclair, manufactu- 
rer, at South Chicago, Illinois, employing one hundred and twenty- 
tive workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision 
of the tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an oflicial 
inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and the nature 
of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BACON: The memorial of Wild & Devereux, manufacturers 
of underwear, at Utica, New York, employing fifty workmen, of sim- 
ilar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BEEBE: The petition of G. M. Beebe, for a revision of the 
laws relative to the use of the Army in time of peace—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOONE: The memorial of D. Hillman & Sons, manufact- 
urers of iron, in Lynn County, Kentucky, employing five hundred 
workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an otticial inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BREWER: The memorial of L. F. Atwood, and other manu- 
facturers of lumber, at Flint, Michigan, employing two hundred and 
ninety-five workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

by Mr. BRIDGES: The memorial of Henry Fulmer, manufacturer 
ot iron, at Easton, Pennsylvania, employing seventy workmen, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

by Mr. BRIGGS: The memorials of Concord Manufacturing Com- 
pany, manufacturers of flannels, at West Concord, New Hampshire, 
employing eighty-six workmen; of H. A. Emerson, manufacturer of 
paper, at West Henniker, New Hampshire, employing thirty-four work- 
men; of John Lb, Smith, manufacturer of underwear, at Hillsborough 
Bridge, New Hampshire, employing eighty workmen, of similar im- 
pori—to the same committee, 

By Mr. CLAP LIN: The memorial of Abbott & Co., and other man- 
ufacturers of woolens, at Graniteville, Massachusetts, employing two 
hundred and twenty-eight workmen, of similar import—to the same 
committee, 

by Mr. CLARK, of lowa: The petition of J. W. Beale and other 
citizens of lowa, that the duties on flaxseed and linseed oil remain 
unchanged—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CUPLER: The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Tem- 
plars of New Jersey, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
holie liquor tratlic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: The petition of the Good Templars 
of Calitornia, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the memorial of the Pacilic Jute Manufacturing Company, at 
San Francisco, employing twenty-one hundred workmen, that Con- 
gress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until 
after it shall have ascertained by an oflicial inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the 
restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. DEERING: The memorial of C. C. Vandepoel, manufact- 
urer at West Mitchell, lowa, employing fifteen workmen, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DURHAM: The petition of Dr. J. H. Moore, for compensa- 
tion for property taken by the United States Army—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims. 

By Mr, EAMES: The memorials of the Cutler Manufacturing Com- 
pany, manufacturers of cotton, at Warren, Rhode Island, employing 
two hundred and fifteen workmen, and of the Wauregan Mills Com- 
pany, manufacturers of cotton, at Providence, Rhode Island, employ- 
ing twenty-six hundred and eighty workmen, that Congress will take 
no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an ollicial inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opinion 
of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The memorial of Lewis, Oliver & Phillips and 


—— 
other manufacturers of iron, &c., at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, e 
ing thirty-seven hundred workmen, of similar import—to tj 
committee. 

By Mr. FENN: Papers relating to the Portland, Dalles and gq); 
Lake Railroad Company’s petition for a land grant—to the Commit. 
tee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. FIELD: The memorials of Seavey, Foster & Bowman, may. 
ufacturers of sewing-silk, are two hundred and fifty work. 
men; of Merrimac Chemical Company, employing twenty-seye, 
workmen ; of Rogers & Shelden, manufacturers of iron, employing 
seventy-five workmen ; of G. W. Wheelwright & Son, manufactire.. 
of paper, employing eighty workmen, all at Boston, Massachuse+;, 
that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff qy. 
ties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry ¢), 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of sy¢) 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men wou), 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Commi: 
tee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The memorial of the American Nursery Assocj,. 
tion, relative to forest-culture—to the Committee on Agriculture, 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of Houghton Brothers and 63 ot), 
shipowners of Bath, Maine, that the war premiunis paid by them tw 
the underwriters for insurance against loss in case of destruction )y 
the Alabama and other confederate cruisers may be reimbursed to them 
out of the Geneva award fund—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of James C. Jewett for the adjudication of his 
claim for compensation for losses sustained through the acts of the 
confederate cruiser Alabama—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of Ohio, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
holic liquor tratiic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GUNTER :.Papers relating to the Pulgas Rancho and Juay 
Coppinger land claims—to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 

By Mr. HANNA: The petition of citizens of Cambridge City, In- 
diana, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquo: 
traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claim of Davidson Count) 
Tennessee, for compensation for the use of the court-house of sax 
county by the United States Army—to the Committee on Wa 
Claims. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The memorial of Pentwater Lumber Company 
at Pentwater, Michigan, employing three hundred and sixty-tiy: 
workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquis 
the condition of the industries of the country and the nature of su 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men w 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Committe 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The memorial of Spaulding, Van Hooua 
& Company, and other manufacturers of lumber, in Clark County, 
Wisconsin, employing six hundred and fifteen workmen; of O. J. New- 
ton, and other manufacturers of paper, &c., at Sparta, Wisconsin 
employing sixty-eight workmen, and of D. C. Davis & Sons, mann- 
facturers of lumber, at Cady, Wisconsin, employing one hundred 
workmen, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HUNTER: The memoria! of Yandes, Root & Garlick, manu 
facturers of iron, at Brazil, Indiana, employing one hundred work 
men, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of R. L. Ratchford— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. JOYCE: The memorials of Andrew Howarth, manufacturer 
of tlannels,at Northiield, Vermont, employing thirty workmen, aud ot 
the National Horse-Nail Company at Vergennes, Vermont, employing 
thirty workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a revis- 
ion of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official 
inguiry the condition of the industries of the country and the nature 
of such tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to theCom- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The memorials of John Bromley & Sons, and 
other manufacturers of cotton, wool, &c., at Philadelphia, employing 
over five thousand workmen, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, the petition of Major Thomas H. McCalla, for a full pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. - 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of New York, representing five hundred lodges and nearly 
twenty-five thousand members, for a commission of inquiry concer- 
ing the alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The memorial of Ephraim Light and other 
manufacturers of iron, at Lebanon, Pennsylvania,employing one hun- 
dred workmen ; of J. and R. Meilly and other manufacturers of 1r05, 
at Lebanon, Pennsylvania, employing forty-three workmen: of \. 
M. Kaufman & Co., manufacturers of iron, at Sheridan, Pennsylvania, 
employing one hundred and fifty workmen, that Congress wil! take 
no action concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after It shall 
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries 
of the country and the nature of such tariff legislation as in the opin. 
ion of practical business men would best promote the restoration ° 
general prosperity—to the same committee. 
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Ry Mr. LANDERS: The memorial of C. H. Dexter & Sons, manu- 
facturers of paper, at Windsor Locks, Connecticut, employing fifty 
~orkmen, of similar import—to the same committee, 

: \Jso, the petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of 
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Connecticut, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic | 


‘ouor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of Amelia R. Webster, for a pen- 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
\Iso, the petition of the Sons of Temperance of Western New York, 


for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic— | 


to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ry Mr. LINDSEY: The petition of Samuel Watts and others, for 
the distribution of the Geneva award—to the same committee. 

‘By Mr. McCOOK: Papers relating to the claim of George C. 
Ienks—to the Committee of Claims. 

* By Mr. MONROE: The petition of the Republican Temple of Honor 
of Stenbenville, Ohio, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
aleoholie liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
"Also, the memorials of George W. Crouse and other manufacturers, 
at Akron, Ohio, employing nine hundred and fifty workmen, and of 
Akron Strawboard Company and other manufacturers of paper, &c., 
at Akron, Ohio, employing one hundred and fifty workmen, that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties 
ntil after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condi- 
of the industries of the country and the nature of such tariff 
legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of masters, mates, pilots, and engi- 
neers of the United States, for a reduction in their license tax—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. OLIVER: The petition of H. B. Wyman and 212 other citi- 

ns of lowa, against any change of the tariff on tlaxseed and linseed 
vil—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ONEILL: The memorial of George W. Taylor, of Kaolin, 
Pennsylvania, for a proper protection of home industries and the ad- 
hering to the laws relative to currency, finance, and resumption—to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the memorial of merchants, insurance companies, and other 
for the restoration of the United States mission to the 
United States of Colombia—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: The memorial of John D. Cutler & Co., mann- 
facturers of silk, at Newark, New Jersey, employing three hundred 
and forty workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning a 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an ofli- 
cial inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and that 
the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of prac- 
tical business men would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of G. M. Orris, M. C. Wood, and 
other students of Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Connecticut, for 
a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trattic—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of the Good Templars of Kansas, 
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Also, the petition of Nicholas Hoff, for a pension—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: Papers relating to the claim of Francis 
Ware—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The memorials of James White, 


| manufacturer of woolens in Rensselaer County, New York, employing 


three workmen, and of Cable Flax Mills Company, and other man- 
ufacturers of cottons, &c., at Schaghticoke, New York, employing 
five hundred and thirteen workmen, that Congress will take no action 
concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascer- 
tained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the 
couptry and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the 
restoration of general prosperity—eto the Committee of Ways and 
Means. , 

By Mr. TUCKER: The memorial of D. Richards & Co., manufact 
urersof iron, at Lynchburgh, Virginia, employing twenty-seven work- 
men, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. TURNEY: The memorial of Lemont Furnace Company, and 
other manufacturers of iron and coke, at Uniontown, Pennsylvania, 
employing four hundred and seventy-five workmen, of similar import 
to the same committee. 

sy Mr. WAIT: The petition of O. J. Range and L. M. Olmstead, 
otlicers of the Connecticut Grand Lodge of Good Templars, represent 
ing forty-two hundred members, for a commission of inquiry concern 
ing the alcoholic liquor trafiic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WALSH: The petition of Mary L. Carrico and other widows 
of soldiers of the war of 1812, that they be granted pensions—to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York: The memorial of J. & J. Rogers 


| Iron Company, manufacturers, at Blackbrook, New York, employing 


signed by officers, representing sixty-four hundred and fifty-eight 


members, of similar import—to the same committee. 


By Mr. POTTER: The memorial of Alexander Smith & Son’s Car- | 
pet Company, manufacturers of carpet, wool hats, &c., at Yonkers, 


New York, employing twenty-four hundred and thirty-nine work- 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of such 
tariff legislation in the opinion of practical business men is such as 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. REILLY : The memorial of Atkins Brothers and other man- 
ulacturers ofjron, &c., at Pottsville, Pennsylvania, employingsix hun- 
dred and seventy-five workmen, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana: The petition of citizens of Dublin, 
Indiana, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
'ratlie—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SCALES: The petition of Samuel M. Hughes, that soldiersof 
the Florida war be granted pensions—to the Committee on Invalid 


I ensions, 


by Mr. SINNICKSON: The memorial of T. Birkead and others, 


mauulacturers of hosiery, &c.,at Beverly, New Jersey, and Ardmore, | 


Penn 


gress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until 
‘iter it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the country and that the nature of the Jegislation 
Such asin the opinion of practical business men would best >ro- 


mn te restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee oi Ways 
and Means, m . 


By Mr. SW 
Franc sco, 
| 


8 


ANN: The petition of James Dale Johnston, of San 
California, for compensation for damages sustained by 
elng detained from traveling on account of the terror created by 

ate cruisers, Alabama, Florida, Shenandoah, and their 
he Committee on War Claims. 


the Confeder. 
tenders—to t 


‘ylvania, employing one bundred and ten workmen, that Con- | 


two hundred workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of such tariff legislation in the opinion of practical 
business men is such as would best promote the restoration of gen 
eral prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petition of the Friends’ Tew 
perance Union, of New York, for a commission of inquiry concerning 
the alcoholie liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of W. H. Deery, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
FRipAy, December 14, 1877. 


MATTHEW C. BUTLER, a Senator from the State of South Carolina, 
appeared in his seat to-day. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. ByRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 

EXECUTIVE 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, calling attention to the subject of the com 
pensation allowed by law for publishing advertisements and other 
matters required by law to be published by that Department and the 
bureaus thereof; which was referred to the Committee on Civil Serv 


COMMUNICATION, 


| ice and Retrenchment, and ordered to be printed. 


| 
| 
| 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Alfred A. Miller and others, 
of Blisstield, Lenawee County, Michigan, praying for the passage of 
a law recognizing the claims of many pensioners who are 
claim, sufferers by an unwise limitation law; 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present three petitions of citizens of the State 
of Vermont, one from the O. and C. Steam Mill Company, of South 
Barton, Vermont; one from the National Horse-Nail Company, of 
Vergennes, Vermont, and another from Andrew Howarth, manufact- 
urer of woolen goods, at Northfield, Vermont, employing altogether 
something like one hundred and fifty laborers, praying that Con- 
gress will take no action about revising the tariff without an official 
inquiry into the industries, &c., of the country. I move their refer- 
ence to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present petitions, seven in number, numerously 
signed by manufacturers in Utica, Yonkers, Buffalo, the city of New 
York, and elsewhere, the import of which petitions is the same as 
that stated by the honorable Senator from Vermont. I move their 
reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition signed by a large num- 
ber of citizens of the State of New York, calling attention to the 
limitations now imposed by the pension act upon the claims of pen- 
sioners, and the classes of pensioners, and making a very earnest 
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prayer that some of these limitations be removed. 
ence of the petition to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of George 
W. Taylor, of Chester County, Pennsylvania, in favor of proper pro- 
tection to home industries and of adhering to the laws relative to 
currency, finance, and resumption; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Richard Parry and others, citizens 
of Moscow, Pennsylvania, praying the passage of a law by Congress 
giving pensions to certain soldiers of the war of 1812; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of insurance companies, merchants, 
and others, of Philadelphia, Pegusylvania, in favor of the restora- 
tion of the United States mission to Colombia; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I present forty-three petitions, 
numerously signed by manufacturers of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
and twenty-two interior cities and towns of Pennsylvania, who em- 
ploy 29,704 workmen, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until it shall have ascertained by 
an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of 
practical business men would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity. I move their reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I present similar petitions in re- 
gard to the tariff from the State of Wisconsin; one from William 
Campbell & Sons, manufacturers of lumber at Oshkosh, employing 
fifty workmen; and one from the Depere Agricultural Works, at De- 
pere, employing one hundred and thirty-tive men. I move their 
reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DORSEY. I present a memorial numerously signed by James 
E. Temple and others, citizens of Northern New Mexico, setting forth 
in some detail the presence of bands of Indians in the porthern part 
of that Territory without authority of law. I ask the Secretary to 
read it. It is very short and there will be no objection to its being 
reac. 

The memorial was read, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 


rhe undersigned citizens, residing in Northern New Mexico, respectfully repre- 
sent that there are several hundred Indians belonging to the Apache and the tribes 
who assume to be permanently located at or near Cimarron, New Mexico; whereas 
the Apache reservation is near Fort Stanton, some three hundred miles distant, 
while the Utes properly belong on the large reservation of that tribe in Western 
Colorado, quite four hundred miles from Cimarron. There are no United States 
public lands near the latter place, no Indian reservation there; and we believe 
that an investigation will disclose neither an executive nor a military order per- 
mitting these Indians to remain in that vicinity. They roam at large among the 
settlers, committing depredations, stealing horses, killing cattle and sheep, intim- 
dating scattered and oftentimes unprotected families, and demanding their prop- 
erty in such a manner as to render refusals dangerous to the settlers. 


We therefore carnestly request that these Indians may be removed by law to, 
and kept upon the aforesaid reservations, and that no appropriations may be 
made hereatter for these Indians, unless their removal to said reservations is made 
a prerequisite to the payment of such appropriations. 

And as in duty bound we will pray, &c 

Mr. SARGENT. I present the petition of Mrs. Sarah L. Knox, a 
citizen of the United States, residing in San José, California, in which 
she asks for the removal of her political disabilities, and that she may 
be declared invested with the full power to exercise her right of selt- 
government at the ballot-box, all State constitutions aud statute 
laws to the contrary notwithstanding. I desire to say in presenting 
this petition that I have known this lady in California for nearly 
thirty years. During the past ten years she has been a widow. She 
has managed her own business, and she has paid $20,000 in taxes to 
the Government. During this time, as she states, she has had no 
representation or voice in deciding what shall be done with this vast 
amount of money paid by her. She thinks it just and right that she 
should be relieved from that disability, believing that she di-charges 
all her duties as a citizen, and is recognized as such by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. I move the reference of this peti- 
tion to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of Ira Lampley, of Barbour 
County, Alabama, praying compensation for property taken from his 
late father, John M, Lampley, by United States troops during the 
late war; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Alexander G. Smith, of Barbour 
County, Alabama, praying compensation for alot of leather taken by 
United States troops during the war of the rebellion; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GROVER presented the petition of R. Glisan and others, citi- 
zens of Oregon, praying for an extension of time to the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company for the completion ot that road; which 
was referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Benjamin Burgess & Sons, and 
others, merchants and ship-owners of Boston, Massachusetts, praying 
the passage of an act providing that so much of the Alabama claims 
fund as will reimburse the insured United States citizens for war pre- 
miums paid for insurance against loss in case of destruction or cap- 


I move the refer-’ 


ture by the Alabama or other confederate cruisers, be applied and 
disposed of for that purpose; which was referred to the Committes 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of the Women’s Christian ‘] 
ance Union of Massachusetts, signed by Mary A. Livermore, presiqe, 
and L. H. Barrett, secretary, praying for the appointment of 4 oo». 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic ; which ys 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of A. 8. Tobien, M. D., and others. ,; 
Templeton, Massachusetts, praying an amendinent to the pension lays 
by repealing the clause in relation to the limitation of time in whj.) 
to apply for pensions; which was referred to the Committee on Pey 
sions. 

He also presented the petition of W.F. Bradbury and others, schoo 
teachers, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, praying Congress to take som, 
action looking to the introduction of the metric system of coingm 
weights, and measures as the only legal system of the United States: 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


em per- 


PAYMENT OF HOUSE COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam directed by the Committee on Appropria 
tions, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 5s) fixing 
the date on which the payment of the twenty-one clerks to commit. 
tees of the House of Representatives, who are paid during the session 
only, shall begin, to report it without amendment. It is very short, 
and I ask for its present consideration. It will take but a momen; 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whol:. 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. It provides that the ja) 
of these clerks shall begin on the day of the organization of t}; 
House, the 15th day of October, 1877. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amen 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduced a bill (S. No. 462) for the relief of Alexander G. Smith: 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee ox 
Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intr- 
duce a bill (S. No. 463) for the relief of the heirs of the estate of John 
M. Lampley, deceased ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro 
duce a bill (S. No. 464) to pension the soldiers of the Creek India 
war of 1836 and 1837 in Alabama and Georgia; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EUSTIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave t 
introduce a bill (S. No. 465) to authorize the State National Bank of 
New Orleans to prosecute a suit against the United States; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leav: 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 466) to establish a post-route in Oregon; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask the reference of this bill to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. FERRY. As the bill introduced by the Senator from Oregon is 
for a post-route, it had better lie on the table, the House bill for the 
establishment of post-roads having been reported from the Committee 
on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Very well. 

Mr. FERRY. It can be offered as an amendment to that bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will lie on the table. 

Mr. ALLISON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave te 
introduce a bill (S. No. 467) to establish a post-route in Lowa; which 
was read twice by its title. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will lie upon the table, the post 
route bill having been reported. ‘ 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 468) to extend the operation of the act ot 
February 27, 1#75, entitled * An act to provide for settlements wits 
certain railway companies,” for one year ; which was read twice bs 
its title. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. IL ask that the bill be referred to the Commitl« 
on the Judiciary. 1 wish to say that I introduce it at the solicitatioa 
of the highly respectable gentlemen who are interested in ove 0! 

| those roads without committing myself to its provisions. 
| The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be referred to the Comm: 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave © 
introduce a bill (8. No. 469) for the relief of the North Americal 
Neufchitel Rock Paving Company; which wasread twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

LOCATION OF DISTRICT POLICE COURT. 

Mr. DORSEY submitted the following resolution; which was ¢ol- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia be, and it hereby 1s 


se , 
instructed to inquire and report whether the action of the commissioners a 
District of Columbia in respect of the location of the police court in what is — 
as the Unitarian church building, corner Sixth and D streets, northwest, has 
and is in conformity with law. 
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STREETS OF WASHINGTON. 


\fy, DORSEY submitted the following resolution; which was con- 
e unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Chat the commissioners of the District of Columbia be, and they are 
ected to report to the Senate what streets and avenues in the District 
, require repair or other improvements ; the character of the present 
I each case, the original cost of each of said ements, and how paid 
it is the character of repairs and lmprovements proposed in eac h case 
ate of the cost thereof. 





RESERVOIRS ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I move that the Senate proceed to 


sideration of the joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) relative to 
s to promote the navigation of the Mississippi Rive 
I on was agreed to; and the Senzte, as in Committee of the 


_proceeded to consider the joint resolution. It requests thi 
<oeretarv of War to make such preliminary examination of the head- 
vers of the Saint Croix, Chippewa, and Wisconsin Rivers, in the 
@ - of Minnesota and Wisconsin, as is consistent with his servic 
determine the extent and practicability of reservoirs upon the 
ind report to this Congress the result of such examination, 
er with acompilation of all information and reports in his office 
ing upon the subject of reservoirs, by February 15 proximo, or 
; early thereafter as practicable; and also the estimated amount 
character of the lands which would be submerged by such reser- 
rhe joint resolution was reported from the Select Committee on the 
es of the Mississippi River with an amendment, to strike ont the 
Mr. INGALLS. I should like to hear the preamble read. 
fhe VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported. 
lhe Chief Clerk read the preamble, as follows : 
eas in the preliminary report of Major F. U. Farquhar, relative to reser 
1 thee he olwaters of the Mississippi River, submitted February 4, 1875 
racticability of creating such adequate reservoirs for the purpose of control 
extreme floods and regulating the volume of water in the Upper Mississippi 
s fully established, it appearing from said report that said reservoirs will 
1 water-shed of twenty thousand square miles, and hold ninety-six and 





llion cubic feet of water, less than one-half of which will maintain a good | their business of manufacturing, to receive money on d 


e stage of water until July 1, the low-water season not occurring until 
1 one-half of the residue, discharged at the rate of twenty-five hundred 





t per second for one hundred and fifty-three days of low water will insure | 


«i navigation for the entire season ; and 
eas it is alleged by parties familiar with the geography and topography of 
eadwaters of the Saint Croix, ne ig are and Wisconsin Rivers, (tributaries 
Mississippi River,) that a much larger area of flowage and water-shed can 
secured by means of dams at the headwaters of said rivers, and at considerably 


s cost, which will serve the double purpose of regulating and improving the navi- | 


ation of said tributaries, as well as the Mississippi: Therefore. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The committee recommend that this be 
tricken out. Will the Committee of the Whole agree to it? 

fhe amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and 
the amendment was concurred in. 

Che amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the joint resolu- 


tion to be read the third time. The resolution was read the third 
time, and passed. 





PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. HAMLIN. At the last session I introduced a bill to secure the 
service of process in the United States courts, and I think there were 
certain papers connected therewith that went to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. The same subject is now before the House committee, and 
the parties ask leave to withdraw the papers in order to submit them 
to that committee. Is there any objection to that? If not, I ask 
eave to have the papers withdrawn. 

Chere being uo objection, the order was made. 


EAGLE AND PHCENIX MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

Mir. KERNAN. I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1891) for the relief of the 
Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company of Columbus, Georgia, 
to Teport it without amendment. I ask that the bill and the report 
ccompanying it be read, because if the bill is to pass at all it should 
pass how. It is important that it should have early consideration. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

lhe VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- 
eration of the bill? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir; there is. 

Mr. a, Will the Senator from Vermont allow me to make 
4 Short statement ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly; my friend may make a long one; I 
should be happy to hear him; but I shall be a little slow, if the Sen- 
ator will allow me, in agreeing to a bill which exempts this company 


trom all future taxes which Congress may impose, as the language 
appears to convey, : ; 

Mr. KERNAN.” Oh, no, 
ce EDMUNDS. I want to look at that a little, before I vote 
= eee oT the Senator allow the report to be read which 
will waive aa 2 from the House, and which states the facts? d 
an 1¢ Senator has something which he wants to move 


ae EDMUNDS. Not at all. I do not believe in the propriety of 
“sing any relief bills on the spur of a report of a committee. 
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Mr. KERNAN. I want the Senator to understand it, and 


the reason why I ask to have the report read 








Mr. EDMUNDS. In hearing tl bill read I notice there is 
phrase there that they never shall be ssessed hereafter in certain 
ways. Under one construction of the word “assessment,” as it ap- 
pears in constitutions and in laws, it might be claimed (I dare say it 
18s not the intention) that Cong: was engaging that it would not 
impose taxes. 

Mr. KERNAN. They are not to 1 taxedl on the present assess 
ment of their capital as banking capital. 

Mr. EDMUNDS That is what is meant, I have no deubt, by the 
committee, but I should like to lor at that. ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from \ nont objects, and 
the bill goes over. 

Mr. KERNAN. I request the Senator from Vermont to withdraw 
the objection until the short ort accompanying the bill is read, to 
see Whether he does not think the bill should be acted upon WwW. 
We adjourn to-morrow, and it is important that the bill should be 


passed at onc 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object to the Senator’s havi 


bDaving the report 





read, or the Sx riptures, 0 





anything he wants. 

Mr. KERRAN. 1 ask that the report be read, subject to object 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 do object to the bill, the Chair understands. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Phe Chair fully understands. The report 

will be read, 
The Chief Clerk read the follow report, submit 

RIDGE, from the Committee on the J 

sentatives, December 4: 





Lby Mr. 1 


t Aa 


iry of th House of Repre 





The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refé bill (H. R. No. 808) 
for the relief of the Eagle and Phenix Manufa mpany of Columbus 
Georgia, report 

rhat they find that the said company was chartered by the Legislature of th« 
State of Georgia, March 10, 1-66, for the purpose of manufacturing cotton and 
wool ; that up to 1868 the company had a capital invested in mills and machinery 





amounting to $1,250,000; that this tof capital has continued so invested up 
to the present time, and the company has no capital invested in any other way 
that in February, 1+73, the Legislature of Georgia amended the charterof the com 


pany by giving them power to establish a savings department in connection with 





eposit from the employés of 
the company and others, and pay such rate of interest, not exceeding 10 per c« 
upon the same as the directors of said company may determine, and providing 
the company should pledge the entire capital stock and property of said company 
for the payment of depositors and those holding certificates of deposit in said say 
ings department, and making each stockholder in said company individually liable 
for the ultimate payment of depositors and those holding certificates of deposit in 
said savings department, in proportion to the amount of his stock. Your commit 
tee find, further, that from May, 1873, the date of the establishment of the savings 
department, up to April 26, 1877, about four years, the company made its returns 
semi-annually to the Internal Reve Department that it had “no capital em 
ployed in banking; all capital inve 1 in mills and machinery ;” and this return 
had been regularly accepted and approved during that period of time, the com 
pany paying the tax assessed upon the deposits in its savings department. 

In April, 1877, the Internal Revenue Department decided that all the capita 








| stock of the said company was liable to taxation under section 3308 Revised Stat 


utes, and instructed the collector to proceed to collect the same for the period of 
time from the said February 17, 1873, the date of the amendment of the charter of 
the company authorizing the savings department; but at the request of the com 


pany the collection was postponed until the company could apply to Congress for 
relief. 


From the facts established, and after a consideration of the questions of law in 
volved, your committee are of the opinion that the whole capital of the company was 
invested in mills and machinery alone several years before it was given power to 
establish a savings department for deposits, and that the act giving that authority 
only gave to depositors alien or pledge on or of the property of the company to secure 
the a of their a and did not place the stock of the company in the 
condition of capital employed in banking; and the committee therefore report that 
the company should be relieved from the assessment or collection of such tax for 
past years and for the future, and recommend the passage of the bill herewith 
reported as a substitute for the one referred to the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there further business of the morning 
hour? If not, there comes over as the untinished business of yeste1 
day the resolution submitted by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Mar- 
THEW Ss, ] which will be reported for the information of the Senate. 

Mr. KERNAN. Now, if there be no objection, I ask the Clerk to 
read the proviso of the bill again. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont objected to 
the bill and it has gone over under the objection. 

Mr. KERNAN. The Senator from Vermont I hope will withdraw 
his objection. The committee desire this bill to pass at once. 

Mr. HILL. I will state to the Senator from Vermont that it is ex- 
ceedingly important that this bill should pass at an early moment 
because the assessment has been made and only a limited extension 
has been allowed. The Department only awaits the action of Con- 


| gress upon it. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no disposition to delay it. It seems that 
the gentleimen who are interested in the question have got the mat- 
ter held up at the Department until Congress can act. ‘There can be 
no objection, therefore, to our having time to consider it. 

Mr. HILL. It is held up for only a limited period; I think for 
ninety days. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam sure no Department, with this bill reported, 
would take any step until Congress had ample time to consider it. I 
do not know that I shall have any objection: but of course it involves 
an important question, not merely for this institution but for others 
similarly situated, and I am doing what I do in all other cases when 
I happen to be here, in asking that a bill just reported go over. Very 
likely I shall vote for it myself when I shall have an opportunity to 
look into it. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


The Secretary will report the resolution 
coming over from yesterday. 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS, 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution submitted 
by Mr. MaTTHEWSs on the 6th instant, relative to the payment of the 
bonds of the United States in silver, the pending question being on 
the motion of Mr. Morriit to refer the resolution to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Mr. President, in addition to the pending reso- 
lution some days ago the bill known as the “ Bland silver bill” passed 
the House, and last Tuesday was fixed for the commencement of its 
discussion by this body. The subjects-matter covered both by the 
resolution and that bill are pretty much the same. The remarks 
that I shall submit to-day will be more especially directed to what is 
known as the “ Bland silver bill,” to give my reasons why I think 
that bill should pass without any amendment. I am in favor both 
of the resolution and the bill. 


A few days ago a writer on political science of very high reputa- | 


tion delivered a lecture before the students of Yale College, in which 
I think he has partially defined the objects and the purposes and the 
effects of the passage of this bill—Professor Sumner. He uses the 
following language: 

The indebted landholders— 

That is, the producers of the West and South, who sell their prod- 
ucts abroad— 
would be the gainers— 

That is, would be the gainers by the passage of this bill— 
Itisfrom the laborer and those receiving fixed incomes that the indebted land- 
holders would derive a part of their advantage. 


only cotton and wheat growers would be the gainers. It would be a gain for the 
West and South at the expense of the East and North, and no gain to the national 
wealth 

The senior Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] who ad- 
dressed the Senate yesterday, has placed this matter a little more 
pointedly in the following language: 

I speak, sir, in behalf of the bondholders of Massachusetts, and I do not in so 
speaking speak for a handfal of men in State street ora fame of men in Wall 
street, but I speak for every one man, woman, and child in three of the whole 
population of that State, who have $230,000,000 now invested in her savings-banks, 
and reinvested by those banks in these securities to a very large extent. 

So that, Mr. President, we are informed by this learned professor 
and by the Senator from Massachusetts that the great objection to 
the passing of this bill is on account of the interest of the bond- 
holders. Professor Sumner admits that the passage of it will redound 
to the benefit of the South and West. I propose, in my humble way, 
to show that it will not only be a benefit to the South and West, but 
to the masses of this whole country, North, South, East, and West. 

Lam not here to-day to make any warupon bondholders or upon 
wealth, in whatever form it may be presented, for its acquisition is 
one of the great objects of life. It is proper for each and every one 
of us to try to accumulate wealth in an honest and honorable man- 
ner. [propose in the few remarks that I shall submit to-day to 
show that the resistance to the passage of this silver bill and the de- 
mand on the part of the bondholders that silver shall not be remon- 
etized are an unholy and unjust warfare upon the citizens of the 
United States, a wartare not justified either in law or in good morals. 

One of the reasons urged against the remonetization of silver is 
that it would be unjust to the holders of the Government bonds, that 
at the time they purchased those bonds they believed that they 
were to be paid in gold coin. Inthe language of the President in his 
annual message at the opening of the present session : 

‘The power of the United States to coin money and to regulate the value thereof 


ought never to be exercised for the purpose of enabling the Government to pay its 


obligations in a coin of less value than that contemplated by the parties when the 
bonds were issued. 


1 am surprised to hear such reasons assigned or such a statement 
made. No one had a right to believe at the time our bonds were sold 
that they were to be paid exclusively in coin of any kind, either gold 
or silver. What are the facts? What is the history of the transac- 
tion? What is the law in the premises? All three—the facts, the 
history, and the law—prove conclusively that the purchasers of our 
bonds had no reason to expect any such thing. In the first place 
every legal-tender note that was ever issued Sas stamped upon it 
these words : 


This note is a legal-tender at its face value for all debts, public and private, ex- 
cept duties on imports and interest on the public debt. 


Can language be any more explicit? Now, mark the language of 
the exception, “except duties on imports and interest on the public 
debt.” So that nothing is or can be plainer than that at the time ofthe 
issuance of these legal-tenders they were to be received in payment of 
the principal of our public debt. Every man, woman, and child that 
ever had one was notified of the fact. Who knew it better than the 
bondholders ? 

Again, when the bonds were first issued, in the discussion of the 
question as to how they were to be paid in both branches of Congress, 
it was announced publicly by Senators and Representatives, under 
the leadership of the great commoner of the House at that time, 
Thaddeus Stevens, that they were redeemable in legal-tenders. Who 


It won't affect city landholders ; | 
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will deny this? And yet we are told that the purchasers of the 

bonds expected to be paid in gold at the time they purchased they 

| What did Senator Sherman, the present Secretary of the Tre : 

say? Ina letter dated “ United States Senate Chamber, Washi 

District of Columbia, March 20, 1868,” addressed to “Hon. A. 
jr., Brooklyn Heights,” he says : 

Dear Sir: I was pleased to receive your letter. My personal interests arp the 


same as yours, but, like you, I do not intend to be influenced by them. My constry 
| tion of the law is the result of careful examination, and I fee! quite sarc 


asury, 
hgton, 
Mann. 


| tial court would confirm it, if the case could be tried before a court. I send 
my views as fully stated inaspeech. Your idea ws that. we propose to repudiat, 
| violate a promise when we offer to redeem the“ principal” in legal-tenders. 

I think the bondholder violates his promise when he refuses to take the same jing 
money he paid for the bonds. If the case is to be tested by the law, I am ri, 
if itis to be tested by Jay Cooke's advertisements, lam wrong. I hate repudia; 
or anything like it, but we ought not to be deterred from doing what is right jy ; 
undeserved epithets. 1f under the law as it stands the holders of the tive-twey: 
can only be paid in gold, then we are repudiators if we propose to pay otherwiy 
| If the bondholder can legally demand only the kind of money he paid, then jy . 
| repudiator and extortioner to demand money more valuable than he gave. 


| Truly yours, 


an Impar 


JOHN SHERMAN 


And yet we are told by the gentlemen who purchased our bond, 
that they had a right to believe and did believe that they were to |, 
paid in gold; and this, too, in the face of the language upon ever 

| greenback and, as I shall presently show, in every law that was eve; 

| enacted; this, too, in the face of the debates in both branches oj 

Congress. Had the bondholders never read the endorsement 
| every legal-tender? Had they never read or heard of the debates jy 
| Congress? Certainly they had and knew all about them. Why was 
| that endorsement put on every legal-tender? Can any Senator ap- 
| swer me? Was it to notify the world or was it intended to ches; 
and defrand the citizen? One or the other was the purpose. Then 
is nowhere to be found any law saying that our bonds shall be paid 
in gold. They are made payable either in paper money or in ci) 
| but never in gold. The bonds known as the 5.20 bonds issued under 
the act of February 25, 1869, were made payable, the principal in 
dollars, without specifying the kind of dollars. They might by that 
law have been paid in paper, gold, or silver; but the interest was 
made payable in coin. Why specify that the interest was to be paid 
in coin? Does not the argument necessarily follow that the princi- 
pal could be paid in something else than coin? 

Again, if Senators will turn to the very statute authorizing tl: 
issuance of these bonds (12 United States Statutes at Large, 345) they 
will tind the same act authorized the issuance of $150,000,000 of legal- 
tenders and provided that the bonds might be paid for in these very 
legal-tenders or any others heretofore or hereafter issued; and fu 
ther provided that said notes, or legal-tenders as we now term them 
shall be “a legal tender in payment of all debts, public and privat 
within the United States, except duties on imports and interest as 
aforesaid.” 

And yet, in the face of all this, we are told that the purchasers 
believed that these bonds were and are to be paidin gold. How pre- 
posterous the proposition ! a 

Again, Congress seems to have been most abundantly cautions, for 
in every bond ever issued the law authorizing its issuance is specially 
referred to in the following language: “This debt is authorized by 
act of Congress approved ”—after which follows the date; so that 
any one wishing to purchase was, in the very bond he was proposing 
to purchase, referred to the law. How could anybody be misled! 
Nobody was misled. The Government was as particular and cautious 
as the agent who, acting under a power of attorney, should, in the 
conveyance he made as such agent, insert in totidem verbis his power 
of attorney. 

In the bonds known as the 4 per cent. bonds is found the following 
language: to be paid “in coin of the standard value of the United 
States on said July 14, 1870, with interest in such coin.” Neither 
the law nor the bond says “ gold coin,” but “of the siandard valw 0! 
the United States on said July 14, 1870.” Here the Government ane 
the purchasers stipulated for coin of a certain standard value. Ye'. 
we are told by the Executive in his message : 

To i e 
ents 
sumed. 


The Government did not and would not bind itself to pay in coin o ¢ 
certain or any commercial value. The creditors, the purchasers of = 
bonds, the other contracting party, would not and did not bind them 
selves to receive in payment coin of a certain or any commercial grt 
The contract was for a certain standard value. I have no doubt the 
law was thus framed, the bond thus drawn, the contract thus mail 
at the instance of the creditors. What right have they now to col 
plain, much less to call it repudiation ? : , 

On the 14th of July, 1870, under the act of which date these 4 pet 
cent. bonds are issued, the silver dollar contained 412} grins © 
standard silver “and was the legal equivalent of the gold = 
which then contained, as it does now, 25.8 grains of standard go a 

The bill to remonetize silver, as it passed the House, provides bis 
the silver dollar to contain 412} grains of standard value If “1 
bill should become a law, as I hope it will, the bondholders — 
paid in either gold or silver of the standard value of July 14, 
That is the contract. sae of siltet 

In other words, the parties contracted for so many grains oY 


ublic creditors to take in repayment any dollar of less comm 
be regarded by them as a repudiation of the fall obligation & 








ite os) 








. gold. We propose to carry out the contract, both in letter and 
s srit and give them the “ pound of flesh,” but not a “drop of blood” 


irawn from the teeming millions now crying for bread. Neither of | 
arm 


the contracting parties would agree to give or receive gold or silver 
+ its commercial value so emphatically insisted upon in the message 
if the Executive, for that was uncertain and depended upon contin- 
a shee: but the standard value was fixed and certain. Let us test 
hi Suppose to-day A should contract to deliver to B a thousand 
bushels of wheat at the expiration of live years. At the time of the 
soptract the commercial value of wheat is $1.50 per bushel, but at 
the date of the performance of the contract the commercial value of 


( 
ov 
t 


Ss: 
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wheat is only fifty cents per bushel. Would it be repudiation, would | 


t be wrong in morals, for the seller to insist on the terms of his con- 


| 


tract simply because the commercial value had changed? To my | 


nind the two cases are exactly paralle]. There is no repudiation 
about it or any semblance of it. . . 

But, to set this whole matter in a plainer light if possible, let us 
vefer for a moment to the well-known resolution of March 15, 1869, 
‘to strengthen the public credit,” which is contained in section 3693 
of the Revised Statutes. It reads thus: 

The faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its 


equivalent of all the obligations of the United States not bearing interest, known 
1s United States notes, and of all the interest-bearing obligations of the United 


a <cept incases where the law authorizing the issue of any such obligation | . , . , 
States, except in case edt eas ir. | mittee on Finance by the bankers from New York and Philadel- 


has expressly provided that the same may be paid in lawful money or other cur 
reney than gold and silver. 


Can anything be clearer? Does it anywhere appear in this resolu- 
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The enemies of the bill all the time argue as though we were pro- 
posing to enter upon some new experiment. From the foundation of 
this Government down to February 12, 1873, when silver was de- 
monetized, silver was a circulating medium and a legal tender for 
all debts, public and private, and the country witnessed no such dire- 
ful effects as are now predicted. ; 

Mr. President, from the day that Abraham counted out “four hun- 
dred shekels of silver current money with the merchant” for the pur- 
chase of the cave of Machpelah down to the day that silver was 
demonetized in this country, it has been used all over the world. I 
am willing to judge the future by the past. 

But we are told and threatened by a syndicate representing for 
the most part foreign capital that if this bill should pass our bonds 
cannot be re-funded, and that we shall have to continue to pay 5 and 


| 6 per cent. interest instead of 4 per cent. We are told that the pub- 


wn intended to strengthen our credit that the bonds were to be paid | 


n gold? No, indeed; but the word “silver” is expressly used, going 
to show conclusively to my mind that Congress intended at the time 
to say to all the world that they reserved to themselves the right to 
nay ineithercoin. If Congress had intended to pay the bonds in gold, 
why not say so? Why use the now detested word “ silver” at all ? 

Let us go one step further. The next section, 3694, reads as follows: 

The coin paid for duties on imported goods shall be set apart as a special fund 
\] be applied as follows: 

lo the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and notes of the United 








But it is urged that gold is the standard of value throughout En- 
rope and that we must be governed accordingly. It is not so in 
France; in that country gold, silver, and the notes of the Bank of 
France are all legal tenders; and we are told in the exhaustive and 
very able report of Senator JONES, of Nevada, of the monetary com- 
mission, that— 

Germany, where the earliest and largest purchases of these bonds were made, 

ot recognize gold as money until December, 1271, and has now quite as much 
as gold in its circulation. 

(hat country which to-day holds more of our bonds than any other 
oreign country at the time they were issued did not recognize gold 
tall, but silver. All other nations legislate for the benefit and gen- 

eral good ef their own citizens, but we are asked to shape our legis- 
lation for the benefit of foreign countries. 

| was surprised the other day when my friend from Connecticut 
Mr. Eaton] asked the Senator from Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] how 
much land silver would buy in England. In the name of history 
what a question! I thought that over a hundred years ago we had 
declared ourselves to be free and independent of England and that 
we had a commercial policy of our own. That question would have 
heen very pertinent over a hundred years ago, but it is not so now. 
Pretty soon after the discovery of the gold fields of California, Ger- 
many believed it to be to her interest to demonetize gold, and did 
demonetize it in 1857, together with Austria. Then silver was her 
only standard. Afterward she remonetized it and in 1871 demone- 
tized silver. Are we to be governed and controlled by any such a 
changing, shitting policy, or shall we have an American policy? 

But it is urged that, if we remonetize silver, it, being the cheaper, 
will drive gold out of the country. Suppose it does; if, as is pre- 
dicted by the enemies of this bill, silver will flood the country, and we 
pay all our debts with silver, both public and private, if this bill 
should become a law, where is the injury to the nation or the citi- 
zens thereof? But it is not true that gold would be driven out. 
Why does it not have that effect in France? Why did it not have 
that effect from the foundation of the Government down to the date 
of its demonetization ? 

Suppose this bill should become a Jaw and a great amount of silver 
coin should be thrown into the country, who is injured? Can a 


uation have too much gold and silver? Can a nation produce too | 


nuth wheat and corn? Will it impoverish an individual to have a 
‘urge amount of gold and silver? Will it impoverish the farmer to 
produce a great amount of wheat and corn? 
_ re we not eongratalating ourselves upon the unprecedented 
amount of the various cereals produced the present year? The 
ee States is the great silver-producing nation of the world. Is 
‘| Patriotic, is it statesmanlike to strike down at one fell blow one of 
Union an interests ? Suppose all the world were to do what the 
Sta = States has done, namely, demonetize silver, what would the 
state of Nevada and the western Territories be worth? I think it 
statesmantlike to stimulate production and to increase the value of 
'¢ productions of one’s own country. And how more certainly can 


you increase the value of anything than by increasing the uses to 
Which it may be adapted ? ' 


| 





lic debt of the United States to the amount of $729,000,000 bears in- 
terest at the rate of 6 per cent. and $708,000,000 at the rate of 5 per 
cent., aggregating $1,437,000,000, and that if we bind ourselves to pay 
this in gold, principal and interest, it can be funded in 4 per cent. 
bonds, thereby saving to the country annually about $20,000,000, 
That debt is now payable in silver. If you make it payable in gold 


| you increase the amount of the debt just as much as gold is worth 


more than silver. Thisisthe great argument urged before the Com 


phia. What advantage is it to a man to diminish the interest he is pay- 
ing on a debt if at the same time he increases the principal and makes it 
more difficult to pay? 

The difference between gold and silver now is about 3 per cent. 1 
see this morning it is a little over that. Hence the proposition of 
these gentlemen who hold our bonds is to add 3 per cent. to our in 
debtedness which, upon $1,437,000,000 is $43,110,000! I ask this 
Senate and the country, will you doit? 1 answer, for one, not 
my vote. 

Nor is this all. The Secretary of the Treasury, in a letter dated 
November 19, 1877, in response to a resolution of the House of Repre 
sentatives, transmitted the contract entered into with this syndicate 
for the purchase and sale of these bonds. By the terms of this con- 
tract these parties are to be paid by the Government for buying these 
bonds one-half of 1 per cent. payable in coin, which amounts to 
$7,185,000; which added to the difference between gold and silver, 
heretofore referred to, amounts to the enormous sum of $50,205,000, 
by which our indebtedness will be increased. I appeal to Senators 


my 


| to know if they are ready to add $50,295,000 to our present indebted- 


ness. I cannot believe it. Yet that is the effect of the rejection of 
this bill; forif the bill should be rejected silver will still be demone 

tized, and these high contracting parties will construe our action into 
a tacit consent to the contract. 

I do not believe the people of this country will sanction any action 
or non-action of Congress by which they shall be compelled to pay 
this enormous debt in gold, and also pay $7,185,000 in coin for the 
luxury. For that is the naked proposition, that we shall now by non 
action bind ourselves to pay this enormous debt in gold and to pay 
to this syndicate $7,155,000 for the luxury of so doing. 

But we are told that if we pass this bill it will injure the public 
credit of the nation. What are the facts? Since 1861, as shown by 
the reports of the Secretary of the Treasury, we have paid to tlies 
bondholders, in gold, who bought and paid for our bonds im green 


backs when they were only worth forty or fifty cents on the dollar, 


the enormous sum of $1,601,469,797.46 in interest, and of the princi 
pal $696,273,348.17, which, added to the interest, makes $2,297,743, 
145.63, which is $251,716,076.69, less the cash in the Treasury, more 
than the whole debt of the United States on December 1, 1-77. I 
repeat it, all this vast sum was paid to these bondholders in gold in 
about fifteen years, who paid us for these bonds in greenbacks, ani 
yet we are told that if we pass this bill we will be acting in bad faith 
and will injure our credit. The statementis preposterous! Why all 
this clamor about good faith with the public creditors? Had we not 
better turn our eyes homeward and think and talk a little more about 
good faith with our people, the starving millions crying for bread? 
As gold goes up everything else goes down, values shrink ; hence 
from 1873 to 1877, inclusive, the failures in the United States amount 
to $1,157,033,925, one-half of the present indebtedness of the Govern 
ment, and these failures are increasing every year and will necessarily 
continue until silver is remonetized, the resumption act repealed, 
contraction stopped, and the impost duties are paid in legal-tenders. 
Then legal-tenders, gold, and silver all will be of equal value. 

Mr. President, I now come to one of the most remarkable and to 
my mind one of the most fraudulent pieces of legislation this or any 
other country ever saw. I refer to the manner of the passage of the 
bill demonetizing silver. I will not occupy the time of the Senate 
by going over the whole history of this most iniquitous transaction. 
Mr. Hooper, since deceased, was at the time chairman of the com- 
mittee having charge of « bill which had been referred to his com 
mittee, and on May 27, 1872, reported a substitute and moved to 
suspend the rules and pass the substitute, npon which motion, among 
other things, the following occurred, which any Senator can tind by 
turning to the Congressional Globe, part 5, page 3823, and is as fol- 
lows: 


Mr. HoLMAN. I suppose it is intended to have the bill read before it is put on 
its passage. 


oe 
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The Speaker. The enbstitute will be read. 

Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts. I hope not. Itis along bill, and those who are 
interested in it are perfectly familiar with its provisions. ; 

Mr. Kerr. The rules cannot be suspended so as to dispense with the reading of 
the bill. 

The Speaker. They can be. 

Mr. Kerr. I want the House to understand that it is attempted to put through 
this bill without being read. 

The Sreaker. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper) move that 
the reading of the bill be dispensed with ? 

Mr. Hoorrnr, of Massachusetts. I will so frame my motion to suspend the rales 
that it will dispense with the reading of the bill. 

The Speaker. The —~ from Massachusetts moves that the rules be sus- 
pended and that the bill pass, the reading thereof being dis with. 

Mr. RANDALL. Cannot we have a division of that motion ! 

The SreaKER. A motion to suspend the rules cannot be divided. 

Mr. Ranpaut. I should like to have the bill read, although I am willing that the 
rules shall be suspended as to the age of the bill. 

The question was put on suspending the rules and passing the bill without read- 
ing; and (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. Hoorrn, of Massachusetts. I now move that the rules be suspended and 
the substitute for the bill in relation to mints and coinage passed ; and I ask that 
ihe substitute be read, 

The Clerk began to read the substitute. 

Mr. Brooks. Is that the original bill? 

The Speaker. The motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper) 
applies to the substitute, and that on which the House is called to act is being read. 

Mr. Brooks. As there is to be no debate, the only chance we have to know what 
we are doing is to have both the bill and the substitute read. 

The Sreaken. The motion ot the gentleman from Massachusetts being to sus- 
pend the rules and pass the substitute, it gives no choice between the two bills. 
fhe House must either pass the substitate or none. 

Mr. Books. How can we choose between the original bill and the substitute 
unless we hearthem both read ? 

Che Srrakeén. The gentleman can vote “ay” or “no” on the question whether 
this substitute shall be passed. 

Mr. Beooks. Iam very much in the habit of voting “ no" when I do not know 
what is going on. 

Mr. ilotman. Before the question is taken upon suspending the rules and pass- 
ing the bill, I hope the gentleman from Massachusetts will explain the leading 
changes made by this bill in the existing law, especially in reference to the coin- 
age. It would seem that all the small coinage of the country is intended to be re- 
comed 

Mr. Hloorrr, of Massachusetts. This bill makes no changes in the existing law 
in that vegard. It does not require the recoinage of the small coins. 

. - . * * *. * 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts, to sus- 

pend the rules and pass the bill, it was agreed to; there being—ayes 110, noes 13. 


And so the rules were suspended, and the substitute passed with- 
out its ever being read or any member of that body knowing the 
contents of it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is not the substitute there ? 

Mr. HEREFORD. No, it is not. 

Mr. SARGENT. The Speaker says “ the substitute will be read.” 
Does the Senator show by the record that it was not read ? 

Mr. ALLISON. The motion was to read the substitute and not the 
original bill, as I understand. 

Mr. SARGENT. An ordinary parliamentary proceeding. 

Mr. HEREFORD. No, sir; 1 will read you the whole of it. 

Mr. ALLISON. I understood the motion to be to read the substi- 
tute and not the original bill. Now the original bill and the substi- 
tute were alike in reference to this question of the demonetization 
of silver. 

Mr. HEREFORD. That was the very thing the gentlemen com- 
posing that House did not know. It was true that weeks before the 
question had been discussed, but nobody knew what this substitute 
was. 

Mr. ALLISON. But the substitute was read, I infer from the 
statement made there. 

Mr. HEREFORD. No, sir; the substitute was not read. 

Mr. ALLISON. But the record seems to indicate it. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I will read the whole of it: 

The Sreaker. The motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts being to sus- 
vend the rules and 8 the substitute, it gives no choice between the two bills. 
Ihe House must either pass the substitute or none. 

Mr. B2ooks. How can we choése between the original bill and the substitute 
unless we hear them both read? 

The Sreaker. The gentleman can vote ‘‘ay" or “no” on the question whether 
this substitute shall be passed, 

Mr. Brooks. Iam very much in the habit of voting “no” when I do not know 
what is going on. 

Mr. HioLMAN. Before the question is taken upon suspending the rules and pass- 
ing the bill I hope the gentleman from Massachusetts will explain the leading 
changes made by this bill in the existing law, especially in reference tothe coinage. 
It would seem that all the small coinage of the country is intended to be recoined. 

Mr. Lloorrnr, of Massachusetts. This bill makes no changes in the existing law 
in that regard. It does not require the recoinage of the small coins. F 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Hoorer, of Massachusetts, to sus- 
pend the rules and pass the bill, it was agreed to; there being—ayes 110, noes 13. 


- ALLISON. That does not show but that the substitute was 
read. 

Mr. HEREFORD. It does show distinctly that the motion was to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill without its being read, and that 


the bill was passed without ever being read or any member knowing 
its contents except the initiated. 


Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator yield to me a moment? As I 


understand the record, it corresponds with my recollection, Zor I was 
in the House at that time. 


Mr. HEREFORD. So was I. 
Mr. SARGENT. The record, found on page 3882 of the Congress- 
ional Globe of that year, shows that the motion made by Mr. Hooper 
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| was that the rules be suspended and the substitute passed Withon: 
reading ; but that motion was defeated. Subsequently he made a 
motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, and the substitute ce 
read before its passage. snes 
Mr. HEREFORD. No, sir; the language is this: 
The SreaKEr. The motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts being to , 


nd the rules and pass the substitute, it gives no choice between 
The House must either pass the substitute or none. 


Mr. SARGENT. That might be, and yet the record not show th, 
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the two bili. 


the substitute was not read. 
Mr. HEREFORD. Listen further. Mr. Brooks said: 


How can we choose between the original bill and the substitute unless we )... 
them both read ? uta 


Mr. SARGENT. “ Both read.” 

Mr. HEREFORD. Go a little further back—— 

Mr. SARGENT. Ido not wish to interrupt the Senator; }yy; | 
will allow me to say that members required the reading of the .)),. 
stitute, and when Mr. Hooper refused to allow that his motion to 
pend the rules was voted down. That motion contained two clays 
one of which was that the substitute pass without reading, Sy)... 
quently the substitute was read, and then members asked that +), 
bill for which it was to be substituted should be read. That wos 
refused. The substitute having been read, the rules were suspended 
and it was passed; and the refusal the Senator there refers to yw. 
the refusal to read another bill for which this was substituted by yy 
motion of Mr. Hooper. The substitute was read. Here it says: 

The Clerk began to read the substitute. 

Then he was interrupted by debate, and the reading of the subs:i. 
tute was subsequently finished. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the Senator from Californi, 
if that record does not show that after the reading of the substityr 
was commenced there was an interruption, and afterward there wa 
no reading of the substitute. 

Mr. SARGENT. It does not show affirmatively that the Clerk (i) 
not finish reading the substitute. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Is not that the plain inference from the recor! 

Mr. SARGENT. On the contrary, the House had voted down ty 
first motion to suspend the rules, which would have thereby pr- 
vented the reading of the substitute. The question was, as showy 
by the debate, whether the substitute should be read or not. The 
House determined that the substitute should be read, and voted down 
a motion to suspend the rules, which would have prevented it. Then 
the Clerk began to read the substitute; a debate sprang tp, ani 
subsequently the substitute was adopted. The inference plainly .s 
that the determination of the House was carried out and that the 
substitute was read. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not wish to interrupt the Senator from 
West Virginia, but I appeal to the Senate that the reading of the 
record by the Senator from West Virginia shows that as matter of 
courtesy, not as matter of right, some gentleman of the House said, 
“J would like to have it read,” and the Clerk commenced readingit, 
when debate ensued and no farther reading was proceeded with, aud 
the vote was taken without the substitute having been read. 

Mr. SARGENT. If it is not interrupting the Senator from West 
Virginia unpleasantly, I should like to make this clear. The original 
debate on the motion to suspend the rules ran as follows: 

The Speaker. The substitute will be read. 

Mr. Hoorer, of Massachusetts. I hope not. It is a long bill, and those whoar 
interested in it are perfectly familiar with its provisions. 

Mr. Kerr. The rules cannot be suspended so as to dispense with the reading 
of the bill? 

The Speaker. They can be. 

Mr. Kerr. I want the House to understand that it is attempted to put throuz: 
this bill without being read. . 

The Speaker. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper) move that 
the reading of the bill be dispensed with ? 

Mr. Hoorenr, of Massachusetts. I will so frame my motion to suspend the ms 
that it will dispense with the reading of the bill. ; 

The SrEaAKEK. The gentleman from Massachusetts moves that the rules & 
suspended and that the bill pass, the reading thereof being dispensed with. 

r. RANDALL. Cannot we have a division of that motion?! 

The Speaker. A motion to suspend the rules cannot be divided. ; 

Mr. RANDALL. I should like to have the bill read, although I am willing tis! 
the rules shall be suspended as to the passage of the bill. 


There was the distinction made. They were willing the rules 
should be suspended as to the passage of the bill but wanted to Lav’ 
the substitute read. 

The question was put on suspending the rules and passing the bill » 
reading; and (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the Tules were not susp 

In other words, those who insisted that the substitute shou: 
read prevailed. Then, after the interruption of some formal )%- 
ness, the Globe proceeds: 

Mr. Hoorer, of Massachusetts. I now move that the rules be suspended - 
the substitute for the bill in relation to mints and coinage passed; and I ask 4 
the substitute be read. F 

Mr. Hooper yielded to the temper of the House, himself coucese 
the point, and consented that the substitute should be read. 

The Clerk began to read the substitute. 

Mr. Brooks. Is that the original biil? } 

The SreEaKeER. The motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts pe. pa 
applies to the substitute, and that on which the House is called to act 1s being 


And so on as the Senator read, Mr. Brooks then insisting that the 


| Clerk should read not only the substitute but the original bill which 


a 
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was not before the House. The House refused to do that, and the 
eabstitute was read and passed by a suspension of the rules. My 
uve 


recollection is to that effect and I find that I there in the debate 


interjected some remarks showing that my attention was directly 
‘nd positively called to the subject at the time. I speak not only by 
‘he record but by my own recollection. 

Mp, HEREFORD. Mr. President, I was ainember of the House at the 
time the bill was under discussion. I recollect very distinctly what 
+ ok place, and what I have read to-day from the record shows the 
 vesion that I had then to be true. 

‘fe SARGENT. Will my friend allow me a moment more, and I 
j not disturb him again? As this depends a little on inference 
pes m the record, I should like to show what took place as supporting 
my inference from the record as well as my recollection in this very 
debate. 

My. McCorsicx, of Missouri. I ask that the nineteenth section be again read 

The section was read, as follows: 

Showing that it was all read; and then Mr. McCormick, of Mis- 
souri, asked that the neneteenth section be read again. That is found 
on page 3883 of the Globe of that year. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Now, Mr. President, my friend from California 
sa great friend of gold, and I suppose he has put his remarks into 
my speech as “ apples of gold in pictures of silver ;” but the construc- 

‘n he has placed on this is not correct nor does it so accord with 
the fact. I will go back for a moment. The only way in which this 
‘s at all confused is that sometimes gentlemen who were making ob- 
tions or who were speaking on this subject got the matter confused 

etween the original bill and the substitute and spoke of “ the 
hen they had reference to the substitute. Mr. Hooper was 
ttempting to pass the bill; he was attempting to pass the sub- 
te for the bill which was not to be read. Mr. Kerr said: 

rules cannot be suspended so as to dispense with the reading of the bill ? 

\KI They can be. 

Mr. Kerr. I want the House to understand that it is attempted to put through 

s bill without being read. 

Nobody was attempting to put the bill through. They were at- 
pting to put the substitute through. Nobody was called to vote 
ithe bill. They were called to vote upon the substitute. The 

speaker in another place says : 

be motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts being to suspend the rules and 


pass the substitute, it gives no choice between the two bills. The House must 
er pass the substitute or none. 


ir. Baooks. How can we choose between the original bill and the substitute 
ess we hear them both read ? 


fhe SPRAKER. The gentleman can vote “ay” or ‘‘no,” on the question whether 
substitute shall be passed. 


Mr. Brooks. Iam very much in the habit of voting ‘‘no”’ when I do not know 

tis going on. 

Would he not know what was going on if the bill was to be read 
or was read ? Most assuredly. Thero is no other sense in the lan- 
guage used by the gentleman from New York. The recvlection of 
the Senator from Kentucky, whe was a member of the House then, 
(Mr. Beck, ] corresponds with my recollection of the facts and corres- 
ponds with the only interpretation of the proceedings of the House at 
that time. 

Mr. SARGENT. How do you understand the request of Mr. Mc- 
Cormick, of Missouri, that the nineteenth section be again read? 

Mr. HEREFORD. That section may have been read. It nowhere 
appears in the record that the substitute was read. If the Senator 
from California will go back about six weeks before that, when the 
original bill was up, he will see there that it was read section by sec- 
tion and explained by Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts, section by section, 
t No such proceeding was had upon 








telling what was contained in it. 
this substitute. 

Mr. HOAR, Will the Senator from West Virginia allow me to ask 
him a question? I have some memory of that transaction; I was a 
member of the House at the time. Is it not true that the House first 
ordered the substitute to be read by a vote? Then a little later, is 
it not true that a member of the House rose—does not that appear 
irom the record ?—and said: “I ask that the nineteenth section be 
again read,” and that thereupon the nineteenth section of the substi- 
tute was read and is there set forth? Now, if that be true I appeal 
to the candid judgment of the honorable Senator from West Virginia 
whe ther it is possible to argue that the substitute had not been read. 
The mneteenth section of the substitute had been read once under 
the general order that the whole substitute be read. Then a mem- 
ver of the House rises and says, “I ask that the nineteenth section be 
azaln read,” and thereupon the nineteeth section of the substitute is 
re id. That of course could not refer to a reading six weeks before 
of = original bill when the substitute had not come into existence 
ait. HEREFORD. Now, allow me, in reply to the Senator from 
: ssachusetts, to read from the record. To show what a hurry Mr. 
“Soper was in I will go a little further back: 

Mr. Hoorgr, of Massachusetts. I desire to call up the bill (H. R. No. 1427) re- 


Vising ¢ 5 i : . : : 
aan and amending the laws relative to mints, assay offices, and coinage of the 
hited States. . 5 


He then goes on to say why he does it. 


\ Pen 
anne. I ask the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper} to post- 
t motion until his co league on the the committee, my colleague from New 


thie ty mieTTees) is in his seat. It is my impression that he does not concur in 


| 
| 








Mr. Hooprr, of Massachusetts. 


It is so late in the session that I must decline 
waiting any longer 


He would not wait even for the arrival of Mr. PoTTER. 


Mr. Brooks. I wonld again suggest to the gentleman that he should wait until 
my colleague comes in 
Mr. Hoover, of Massachusetts. 





I cannot do so 
He was in such a hurry. 
Mr. HoLMAN 
its passage 


The Speaker. The 


I suppose it is intended to have the bill read before it is put upon 


substitute will be rea 


Mr. Hoorenr, of Massachusetts.— 

Now, see what Mr. Hooper’s desire was and his desire was carried 
out— 

Mr. Hoover, of Massachusetts. I hope not. 


The Speaker said the substitute would be read, and Mr. Hooper, of 
Massachusetts, said: 

[hope not. It isa long bill 

He got confused also between the substitute and the bill. 
in mind the Speaker said, ‘‘The substitute will be read;” and then— 

Mr. Hoorer, of Massachusetts. I hope not. It is a long bill, and those who 
are interested in it are perfectly familiar with its provisions. 

Mr. HOAR. Was not the substitute also a bill? 

Mr. HEREFORD. Of course. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘Then does not the Senator frora West Virginia under- 
stand that when Mr. Hooper said ‘it is a long bill” he referred to 
the substitute? 

Mr. HEREFORD. Now, sir, how can the gentleman so torture the 
English language? The Speaker says ‘The substitute will be read ;” 
and then at once Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts says, ‘I hope not.” 
Did he not know what he was talking about? He said he hoped the 
substitute would not be read. 

Mr. HOAR. The honorable Senator certainly does not understand 
my question. Mr. Hooper was arguing against the reading of the 
substitute. A demand for the reading of the substitute was made, 
and Mr. Hooper replied, ‘I hope the substitute will not be read ; it 
is along bill.” Is it torturing the English language to say that the 
“Jong bill” he spoke of was the substituted bill which was proposed ? 
He was arguing against the reading of that. And is it not also true 
that the House overruled the desire of Mr. Hooper and ordered the 
substitute to be read; and that thereupon, after it had been read, a 
member said: ** I desire that the nineteenth section be read again,” 
and the nineteenth section of the substitute was then read again in 
accordance with that desire, showing that the whole substituted bill 
had once been read. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Now, if the Senator is through, ] will try to 
put this matter clear. As I said before I was interrupted, Mr. Hooper 
reported from this committeea substitute. In parliamentary language 
there is no such thing as asubstitute; it isnot known, but we under- 
stand what they ali meant here. He reported from the committee a 
substitute. That was what he desired to have passed, and here is the 
language that was used: 

Mr. HOLMAN 
upon its passage. 

The SrEAKER. The substitute will be read. 

Mr. Hoover, of Massachusetts. I hope not. It is a long bill, and those who 
are interested in it are perfectly familiar with its provisions 


Bear 


I suppose it is intended to have the bill read befpre it is put 


He was not seeking to have the original bill read or passed ; he was 
seeking to have his substitute passed. As he said in as plain language 
as it is possible for a man to use, he hoped the substitute would not 
be read, and his wish was carried out. 

Mr. SARGENT. Oh, no, he was voted down. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Now go a little further: 

Mr. Kerr. The rules cannot be suspended so as to dispense with the readin 
of the bill. 


Mr. Hooper, as chairman of the committee, was not asking that 
the bill be read; he did not have the bill before him; he came from 
his committee with a substitute, had it before the House; it was in 
the hands of the Clerk; that was what he was seeking to have 
passed ; that was what they were talking about; and Mr. Kerr says: 

The rules cannot be suspended so as to dispense with the reading of the bill ! 

The Speaker. They can be. 

Mr. Kerr. I want the House to understand that it is attempted to put through 
this bill without being read. 


He notified the country of it then, that it was attempted to put 
through without reading the bill, as he sometimes termed if, and as 
Mr. Hooper sometimes termed it; but the thing they were seeking 
to put through was a substitute in the nature of a bill; and Mr. 
Hooper, of Massachusetts, said he did not want it read, and the 
Speaker ruled that it need not be read, and Mr. Kerr rose in his seat, 
and it seems to me to-day that I can almost hear his clarion voice as 
he had on former occasions warned the country of an attempt to put 
jobs through that House, and said, as he did often: 


I want the House to understand that it is attempted to put through this 


bill 
without being read. 


They were not attempting to put the bill through, but the substi- 
tute. What was the conclusion of the whole matter? We have seen 
what the desire of Mr. Hooper was: 


The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Hooper, of Massachusetts, to sus- 
pend the rules and pass the bill, it was agreed to; there being—ayes 110, noes 31. 
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To my mind there can be nothing clearer; and this is the first time 
I have ever heard it denied that the bill was passed without being 
read. But the fraud does not stop here; by this bill the silver then 
in existence was not demonetized but remained a legal tender. It 
only affected the future coinage. The foul consummation of this 
fraud upon the people was reserved for another occasion. 

Subsequently the laws of the United States were revised, being in 
charge of a committeeof the House of which Mr. Poland, of Vermont, 
was chairman. Time and again he assured the House of Represent- 
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atives that the revision had in no respect changed any law in any | 


manner whatever; yet in section 3556 of the Revised Statutes we 
find the demonetization of silver apply as well to the silver hereto- 
fore coined asthat hereafter coined. Wasthatby accident or design ? 

This demonetization of silver has a peculiarly singular history—a 
most remarkable chapter of accidents. We have seen that it passed 
the House without being read or any oneknowing anything about it. 
We have seen the law was changed or attempted to be changed in 
the adoption of the Revised Statutes, notwithstanding the repeated 
assurances that no change had been made. But what more do we 
see? Why, in some manner or other best known to those engaged 
in the conspiracy, the President of the United States signed the 
bill without knowing there was any provision in it demonetizing 
silver. The bill demonetizing silver was passed February, 1873. 

In a letter written October 3, 1873, to Mr. Cowdry, General Grant 
said : 

I womler that silver is not already coming into the market to supply the deficiency 
in the circulating medium. * * * Experience has proved that it takes about 
$40 000,000 of fractional currency to make the small change necessary for the trans- 
action of the business of the country. Silver will gradually take the ae of this 
currency, and, further, will become the standard of values, which will be hoarded 
in asmall way. I estimate that this will consume from $200 000,00 to $300,000,000 
in time of this species of our circulating medium. * * * I confess to a desire 
to see a limited hoarding of money. But I want to see a hoarding of something 
that isa standard of value the world over. Silveris this. * * * 

Our mines are now producing almost unlimited amounts of silver, and it is be- 
coming a question, ‘* What shall we do with it?” I suggest here asolution which 
will answer for some years to put it in circulation, keeping it there until it is fixed, 
and then we will find other markets. 

Has the world ever seen such a chapter of accidents about a matter 
of so much importance ? 

I said accidents. I recall that word and use the one more consist- 
ent, as I believe, with truth, namely, design, deliberation, an intention 
in this indirect way to defrand the people. Here we see that seven 
months after General Grant signed the bill he was utterly ignorant of 
it, and is wondering ‘ that silver is not already coming into the mar- 
ket to supply the deficiency in the circulating medium.” He says he 
wants to “see a hoarding of something that is a standard of value 
the world over. Silveristhat.” He thought there was a “deficiency 
in the cireulating medium.” He thought “silver was a standard of 
value the world over.” I commend his views to those of my friends 
on the other side of the Chamber who have fought so long under his 
banner. 

Let us for a moment review the history of this whole matter. 

When our national debt was first created we have seen it could be 
paid citherin legal-tenders, silver, or gold. First you took from the 
people the right to pay it in legal-tenders, and made it payable in 
coin. Secondly, you demonetized silver, by which you compel them 
to pay it in gold, and in addition to this all the time you have been 
contracting the currency. Is it any wonder -gold has appreciated 
and everything else depreciated? We only have about $143,000,000 
in gold coin and bullion in the United States, as shown by the last 
reportof the Director of the Mint. It requires more than half of that 
to pay our annual interest on the national debt, tosay nothing of the 
principal. Where is your gold to come from to pay the principal and 
interest on the untold millions—some, say, $10,000,000,000—of our 
State, county, municipal, and corporation debts? Where will my 
friend from New York get the gold to pay your State taxes, for you 
have passed a law compelling your citizens to pay them in gold after 
January, 1879? Where will the citizens of New York get the coin 
with which to pay their private debts contracted after January 1, 
1279? For you have passed a lawcompelling them to pay such debts 
in coin. Where will you get the gold to resume specie payments, to 
pay the $300,000,000 of legal-tenders? For it is all folly to say that 
they can be reissued after they have been redeemed, for if such be 
the proper construction, that the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
one man, has the power to contract or expand the currency at his 
will, it ought instantly to be repealed. No such wonderfal, startling 
power should for a day rest in the grasp of any mortal man. Truly 
indeed would we have a union of the purse and sword, which could 
and would be wielded for the purpose of swaying elections and con- 
trolling legislation. 

Mr. President, I have already detained the Senate longer than I 
should. I have sought in my humble way to put forth one plea for 
justice to the American citizen. I do not know that I can bring my 
remarks to a close more becomingly than by reading and commending 
to the American Senator the language of one of England’s greatest 
men as he was quitting power after having just made a masterly 
straggle for the suffering poor of his own country. 

It is the last speech of Sir Robert Peel, in abdicating his position, 
not only as prime minister, but as the leader of a great party. He 
thus concluded his address upon this memorable occasion : 


In quitting power I shall leave behind a name severely blamed, Ifear, by many 


er 
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men, who without any personal interest, but only with a view to the public o. 
will bitterly deplore the rupture of party ties from a belief that fidelity to a 
engage ents and the maintenance of great partics are powerful and essential a ty 
of government ; that I shall also be blamed by others, who, without personal in 
terest, adhere to the principle of protection, which they regard as necessary {,, ), 
prosperity of the country ; that I shall leave a name detested by all monopolists 
who, from less honorable motives, claim a protection by which they largely protit 
but I shall, perhaps, leave a name which will sometimes be pronounced With e 
pressions of good-will by those whose lot in this world is to labor, who in the ow.) 
of their brow eat their daily bread, and who may remember me when they rry,.. 
their strength by food atonce abundant and antaxed, and which will be the bwn., 
relished because no longer imbittered by any feeling of injustice. . 

Mr. MERRIMON obtained the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President 

Mr. MERRIMON. I yield for a suggestion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to suggest whether my friend wil] y; 
for a motion to proceed to the consideration of executive busjyo. 
for a little while. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I have but very few remarks to submit. It yj)) 
take me but a brief while to do it, and should like to do it now, as | 
may not have an opportunity again. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I believe I stated to the Senator privately a ry. 
son, Which I am not by the proprieties of this body authorized to stare 
in open doors. 

Mr. MERRIMON. If we can go into executive session and they 
come back into open session again, so that I may submit my argy. 
ment to-day, I shall have no objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should have no objection to that at all; and, js 
the Senator will yield forthat purpose, 1 shall certainly move to open 
the doors. 

Mr. MERRIMON. 





My argument will be brief. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider. 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. Atter two hours and ten minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. George M 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had concurred in the 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deticiencies in 
appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the bill 
(S. No. 192) providing for the printing and distribution of the Bien- 
nial Register. 

INTERCOURSE WITH MEXICO. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed as the select committee auther- 
ized by the resolution of the Senate of the 11th instant to inquire and 
report upon the condition of affairs between this country and Mexico, 
Messrs. CONKLING, HAMLIN, HOWE, JONES of Nevada, CAMERON 0! 
Pennsylvania, EATON, and MAXEY. 

Mr. HOWE. I move that the special committee appointed under 
the resolution of the 11th instant be authorized to employ a perso 
to act as clerk and stenographer to the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SARGENT submitted the following report : 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Honses on the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies a 
appropriations for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending Jou 
30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other pu 8, having met, after full and fre 
conference, have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their respect" 
Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 9, 13, 39, 42, and 45. 

That the House recede from its di ment to the amendments numbered *, | 
17, 19, 22, 24, 25, 32, 35, 36, 37, 38, and 44, and agree to the same. P 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbere’ 
and agree to the same with an amendment striking out “eighty” and insertins ® 
lieu thereof “‘seventy-five ;” and that the Senate agree to the same. a 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered |! 
and agree to the same, with an amendment as follows: é 

Strike out of said amendment the sum named and insert in lieu there! 

And the Senate agree to the same. 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the House 
to amendments numbered 14, 15, 26, and 45, and agree to the same. — 

That the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 29, with an amcnune 
substituting for the words ‘at the end of the current fiscal year,” in lines !- 
> page 7, of the bill, the words “ before January 1, 1879 ;” and the House ast © 

© same. ‘ 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered 3 
and agree to the same, with an amendment striking out the sum named anc Ds" 
ing in lieu thereof “ §2,500;” and the Senate agree to the — 4. SARGENT 

ake Ahr WK we. , 
S. W. DORSEY, 
JAMES B. BECK 
Managers on the part of the Se nate, 
O. R. SINGLETON 
J. D.C, ATKINS, 
EUGENE HALE, 
Managers on the part of the Hows 


Mr. SARGENT. I can explain the report briefly, if desired. TM 
bill appropriates $68,838.27 less than when it passed the Senate. 
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Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. What was done with the franking 
dment ’ ‘ 

Mr SARGENT. It was retained as it passed the Senate, except 
that the House extended it to the Vice-President. This we agreed 
to as he has the same books by law to distribute, and no means of dis- 
tributing them. , 

The report was concurred in. 

PRINTING OF TESTIMONY. 
On motion of Mr. McMILLAN, it was 
Ordered, That the testimony taken by the subcommittee appointed by the Com- 


mittee on Privileges and Elections in relation to certain charges against Hon. La 
FAYETTE GROVER be printed. 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the concurrent resolution 
submitted by Mr. MATTHEWS on the 6th instant in relation to the 
sayment of United States bonds in silver dollars. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, I was anxious this morning to 
submit some remarks bearing directly upon the pending resolution. 
I consented that the Senate should gointo an executive session, which 
I understood at the time would be brief,sothat 1 might have an op- 
portunity to submit what I have to say this evening. The hour is 
now late, and I do not want to keep the Senate further. I shall 
leave the city to-night, and as I think it is very evident that the 
pending resolution will not pass before the holidays, I will take 
occasion after the holidays to submit what I intended to submit to- 
day. 

im ORDER OF BUSINESS TO-MORROW. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that to-morrow, immediately after the 
reading of the Journal, the Vice-President be directed to adjourn the 
Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be entered by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. FERRY. I hope the Senator from California will not press 
that motion. I desire to have the post-road bill passed. It will take 
but a few moments. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well; I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. FERRY. I ask for the present consideration of House bill No. 
1637 to establish post-routes in the several States herein named. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I desire to inquire what becomes of the pend- 
ing resolution if the Senate now takes up the bill moved by the Sen- 
ator from Michigan ? 

Mr. MORRILL. It goes over informally; that is all. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution does not lose its place, or 
any right whatever. 

Mr. SARGENT. The order has been made by the Senate that to- 
morrow, after the reading of the Journal, the Vice-President shall 
declare the Senate adjourned. The Senate has agreed this afternoon 
to the report of the committee of conference on the deficiency bill. 
That report has been made to the House, and we have concurred in 
it. But the bill has yet to be enrolled and signed by the Speaker. 
There is very great danger that there may not be time to obtain the 
signature of the Vice-President before the adjournment to-day. I 
wish, as this-is a very important bill, that an exception be made by 
unanimous consent, so that no other business after the reading of the 


Journal to-morrow shall be in order except the signing of this en- 


rolled bill by the Vice-President. 

Mr. ALLISON. And of the post-route bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order will be entered on that con- 
dition and with that understanding. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope the Senator will not have the order 
made so as to prevent me from making an announcement in regard 
to a resolution which I shall propose to introduce upon the decease 
of my late colleague. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Make it now. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have not fixed the day or I would make it 
now, 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well. It is also suggested that the French 
exposition bill may possibly be here and possibly the post-route bill; 
therefore, I will ask that, except the signing of enrolled bills, no 
a shall be transacted to-morrow after the reading of the 
Journal, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That will be the understanding. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator include the announcement I 
made? If not, I shall object. 

... EDMUNDS. Oh, yes; youcan make the announcement to- 
OTTOW, 
Mr. BAYARD. I also desire that there should be excepted from 

the order an opportunity for the Senator from South Carolina [ Mr. 

BUTLER] to offer a resolution of inquiry before the end of the session. 


POST-ROUTE BILL. 
_Mr. FERRY. I now move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
ton of the post-roate bill. 
W motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
hole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 1637) to establish 
post-routes in the several States herein named. 


he bill was reported from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
with amendments. 


Vil——14 
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Mr. FERRY. I wish to make a suggestion in relation to the bill. 
It*has been examined very carefully by the committee, and all the 
amendments are printed in the form in which the bill is now lying 
on the tables of Senators. I suggest that the bill be passed as it 
stands, without going through with the different paragraphs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This bill, then, will be regarded as hav- 
ing been —— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I object to that. No bill shall pass this body 
while I am present in the Chamber until it has teen read through in 
the regular way. We have had debate on the propriety of that sort 
of thing to-day. 

Mr. FERRY. I have no desire to insist on it, only time being short, 
and there being so much confusion in the Senate, I supposed it would 
suit the convenience of Senators; but as there is objection I ask for 
the reading of the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Such a course is wrong in principle. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read at length. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. As the amendments of the committee 
are announced by the Secretary no question will be taken unless it is 
desired. The Chair makes this announcement in order to expedite 
business. 

The Chief Clerk resumed the reading of the bill and the amend 
ments of the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read as recommended by 
the committee, and the question will be taken at the end of the bill. 

The Chief Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill as 
proposed to be amended by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

The amendments reported, changing some of the post-roads named 
in the bill and adding others, were agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY. Some other amendments should be made. 
the name “Smith” should be “ Lonoke.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The correction will be made. 

Mr. FERRY. Between lines 119 and 120 under “State of Iowa,” | 
move to insert: 
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In line 19 


From Pomeroy to Emmittsburgh. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY. Also, on page 7, between lines 139 and 140, under 
“Tllinois,” I move to insert : 


From Hennepin via Florid to Cottage Hill. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY. On page 16, under “Pennsylvania,” between lines 356 
and 357, I move to insert: 

From Elizabethville to Carsonville. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY. There is an amendment on the table for the State of 
Oregon, submitted yesterday by the Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Two or three of them. 

Mr. FERRY. Let them come in on page 15. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to insert under the head of 
“Oregon,” after line 355— 

From Gardner City, via Norfolk, on Smith’s River, to Sulphur Springs. 

From Canyonville to the mouth of Elk Creek. 

From Gardner to Empire City. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY. The Senator from Nebraska has an amendment. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I offer the following amendment, to come in after 
line 249: 

From Mira Creek to North Loup. 


From Elkhorn City to Omaha. 
From Seward to Valparaiso. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
the committee. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Yes, sir; it has been examined by the committee. 
The bill introduced by me was referred to the committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall have to divide the Senate on the first 
amendment that the committee has not examined. So I hope nobody 
will go away. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I move to insert, under the head of “ Virginia,” 

| after line 467: 

From Smithfield to Carrolton. 

From Waketield Station, via Wall's Bridge, Seward’s Store, and Surry Court 
House, to Bacon Castle. 


I want to know if that has been examined by 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FERRY. I offer an amendment to come in under the head of 
“ Georgia :” 
From Hartwell, by Parker's Store and Goodwill, to Toccoa City. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DORSEY. I have several amendments that I desire to offer, 
and I wish to say that I introduced a bill containing these amend- 
ments some time ago, but they do not appear in the bill reported by 
the committee. I presume there will be no objection to them. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments of the Senator from 
Arkansas will be read. 
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The Cuier CLERK. The amendments are to insert: 
NEW MEXICO. 


From Trinidad, Colorado, via Willow Springs, New Mexico, Sugerite, Kiowa 
Springs, Towner, to Fort Bascom. 

From Kiowa Springs, via Tenaja, Allison's, to Cimarron. 

From Kiowa Springs, via Temples, to Marcy's. 

Frem Los Vegas, via Elkins, Chisums, to Seern Rivers. 

From Abiqu, via Ojo Caliente, Cinquela, to Taos. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. After line 484, under the head of 
** Wisconsin,” I move to insert: 

From Lancaster, via Hurricane Grove, to Potosi. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. Under the head of “ Kansas,” after line 186, I move 
to 1msert: 

From Williamsburgh to Melvern. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered te be engrossed and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

The bill wasread the third time, and passed. The title was amended 
so as to read “A bill establishing post-roads.” 


BURIAL OF THE HURON SUFFERERS. 


Mr. SARGENT. The House a day or two ago passed a bill (H. R. 
No, 2115) relative to the burial of the officers and others of the United 
States Navy who perished by the wreck of the United States steamer 
Huron, and for other purposes. This bill was received and was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, which has not had a meeting since 
that time. In conference with a number of members of the commit- 
tee and with other Senators, it is thought that this bill ought to pass. 
It makes an appropriation of a sum not exceeding $6,000 for the burial 
of those persons, taking care of those seamen, &c. I move that the 
committee be discharged from the further consideration of the bill 
and that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

It authorizes the Secretary of the Navy, at such time as in his dis- 
cretion may be proper, to have removed to the naval cemetery at 
Annapolis, Maryland, and have buried there, the remains of the 
officers and others who perished by the wreck of the United States 
steamer Huron on the 23d of November, 1877, and which have been 
or may hereafter be buried on the coast of North Carolina. But the 
relatives of any such deceased oflicers and others who prefer that the 
remains of such be taken to their homes within the United States 
shall have such privilege extended to them, and the expense thereof 
shall be borne by the United States; and the expense of removal 
incurred by the relatives of those whose bodies have already been 
removed shall be reimbursed to them. Six thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as may be found necessary, are appropriated to carry out 
these provisions ; and their benetit, so far as applicable, is extended 
to those of the wrecking-steamer B. and J. Baker who were lost in 
the attempt to rescue the crew of the steamer Huron. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the Serjate to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in 
relation to the iiety r telat rial xpppition to be held in Paris 
in IS78, 3, gs ts ; ie tab : 

The mesiggible ii ede bude $F Hobie jai ,passed the follow- 
ing ili: apd jo uh Ob A teh pk! 2, ; 

A Isill (Se Nog ead ¢ Pr, he esuatal ita: of the name of the 

a: 


ag t 
ship Sgmupl Ge eed $ oe “y ‘ an 

A jomnt gales (i a shh Sh rizigst Ceipmander Edmund 
oO. Matthews, br Aldo UB iFec Syeigeg Bagvy, to gocept a gilt tea-pot from 
the Emperpr éf Bik: 0 5° a ‘ 

rhe messag®> further ‘annédunced tht the “Hose had passed a bill 
(Hi. R. No, 54%) to change the location and name of the Miners’ Na- 
tional Bank of Braidwood, Llinois; in which it requested the concur- 


rence of the Senate. 






ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also annonnced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled joint resolutions ; and they were there- 
upon signed by the Vice-President : 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the international 
industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 58) fixing the date on which the pay- 
ment of the twenty-one clerks to committees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, who are paid during the session only, shall begin; and 

A joint resolution (H. R, No. 59) authorizing payment of employés 
of the House of Representatives their salaries for time served by them 
during the present session of Congress without having taken the oath 
prescribed by law. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire, without previous notice, to introduce a 

bill by request. I know nothing of the merits of the bill. 
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By unanimous consent leave was uted to introduce a bi}! ;s 
No. 470) for the relief of J. L. Bernecker & Co., of Saint Louis. i, 
souri; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the an. 
mittee on Finance. ] 

Mr. BAILEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave ;, 
introduce a bill (S. No. 471) for the relief of M.S. Draughn; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claig : 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, Jey, 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 472) to establish a post-route in the State 
of Oregon; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leaye 4° 
introduce a bill (8. No. 473) to establish a post-route in the Stare 
of Kansas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to tp 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask leave by request to introduce a bill which 
I have not had time to examine and do not commit myself to. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a )jl] (s 
No. 474) to authorize the Southern Pacific Railroad Company to cx. 
tend its railroad and telegraph line easterly from its present easterp 
terminus in Arizona to a point on the Rio Grande at or near E) Paso 
and to aid in building the same; which was read twice by its tit\e 
and referred to the Committee on Railroads. , 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained 
leave to introduce a joint resolution (8. R. No. 10) to authorize treaty 
with Republic of Mexico to secure protection to capital and labor oj 
citizens of the United States which may be invested and employed 
in opening railway communication in the northern states of said r- 
public; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Select 
Committee on the Condition of Affairs between the United States and 
Mexico. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 542) to change the location and name of the 
Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois, was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. j 

BIENNIAL REGISTER. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I ask permission to make areport from a commit- 
tee. The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion to print 300 copies of the last edition of the Biennial Register 
for the use of the Senate, have instructed me to report it back with 
an amendment and to recommend its passage. I ask for its present 
consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to consider the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That 300 copies of the last edition of the Biennial Register be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

The amendment was to strike out “300” and insert “250.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

RAILWAY MAIL TRANSPORTATION. 

Mr. FERRY submitted the following resolution; which was con- 

sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the special commission on railway mail transportation be aa 
thorized to make their report required by the law of July 12, 1596, in print, and 
the printing of the same is hereby ordered. 

Mr. DORSEY. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at four o’clock and forty-five min- 
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 14, 1877. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Re\ 
W. P. HARRISON. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

CLAIMS FOR HORSES, ETC. 

Mr. SAMPSON, by unanimeis consent, introduced a bill (H. R. So 
2128) extending the time for presentation of claims for horses si 
equipments lost by officers and enlisted men in the military serv“ 
ot the United States; which was read a first and second time, reterte’ 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. YEATES. I desire to introduce a bill for reference. 

Mr. WOOD. What is the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the business of the morn'0: 
hour, which on Friday is the call of committees for reports 01 prse 
bills. 

Mr. WOOD. I am compelled, in view of the state of public bv 
ness, to ask for a morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. After the disposition of some matters by 00! 
mous consent, the Chair will announce the morning hour. 

M. M. WISE. 


Mr. YEATES, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R- Pe 
2129) for the relief of M. M. Wise, of North Carolina; which wast 
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a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 
DISMAL SWAMP CANAL. 


Mr. YEATES also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. | 


No, 2130) to widen and deepen Dismal Swamp Canal, and for other 

PpUTpOses which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

 ittes on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 
ENTERPRISE INSURANCE COMPANY OF CINCINNATI. 

On motion of Mr. SAYLER, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
of Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 993) for the relief of the Enterprise Insurance Company of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and the same was referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means. 
; CHARLES GORDON. 


Mr. SAYLER also, by unanimous consent, (by request, ) introduced 

a bill (H. R. No, 2131) for the relief of Charles Gordon, of Washing- 

ton City, District of Columbia; which was read a first and second 

time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
PAWNEE LAND DISTRICT. 


Mr. STENGER, (by request,) by unanimous consent, introduced a 
pill (H. R. No. 2132) to pay for clerical services and extraordinary 
expenses under the seventh section of the act of August 18, 1856, in 
the Pawnee Land District in Kansas; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PAY OF .LETTER-CARRIERS. 


Mr. QUINN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2133) to fix the pay of letter-carriers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

INSOLVENT BANKS. 


Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. H. No. 
2134) to remit the tax on insolvent banks; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ICE HARBOR AT CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 


Mr. WARD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2135) making an appropriation to provide for necessary and urgent 
repairs to the ice harbor at the city of Chester, in the State of Penn- 
aicendes which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


POSTAL CONGRESS. 


On motion of Mr. WARD, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the further consideration of 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 68) requesting the President of the 
United States to instruct the delegates to the international postal 
congress to collect and report information and statistics for the bene- 
fit of the ship-building interests of this country; and the same was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


CARRIAGE OF THE MAILS. 


Mr. STEWART, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2136) to authorize the Postmaster-General to contract, with the 
approval of the President, for the carriage of the mails of the United 
States by steam vessels to Rio Janeiro, in Brazil, and other points of 
the east coast of South America; which was read a first and second 
time, — to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THEODORE H. M’CALL. 


Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2137) granting a pension to Theodore H. McCall, of Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I demand the regular order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for 
reports of a private nature. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I rise to a question of privilege, and submit a 
report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
ean the amendments of the Senate to the deficiency appro- 
mation bill, 

Che Clerk read the report, as follows: 


5 + Senate recede from its amendments numbered 9, 13, 39, 42, and 43. 
: 19 29 94 louse recede from its disagreement to the amendments numbered 7, 16, 
That the Hou 32, 35, 36, 37, 38, and 44, and agree to the same. 
agree to th aneune recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered 3, and 
thereof “ _ same, With an amendment striking out “eighty ’’ and inserting in lieu 
That the es and that the Senate agree to the same. 
and agree to — recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered 11, 
Strike out - Same, with an amendment asfollows: 
And tt OF Said amendment the sum named and insert in lieu thereof ‘' $10,000. 
an the Senate agree to the same. 
nmin recede from its disagreement to amendménts of the House to 
That the a ered 14, 15, 26 and 45, and agree to the same. — 
wubetitaten. nate recede from its amendment numbered 29, with an amendment 
ing for the words “ at the ond of the current fiscal year,” in lines 12 and 





tained int 


agreement between the two Houses was $171,961.20. 






> page 7, of the bill, the words * before January 1, 1879 ;" and the House agree to 
the same. 


That the House recede from its disagreement numbered 31, and agree to the same, 


with an amendment striking out the sum named and inserting in lieu thereof 


‘* $2,500; "" and the Senate agree to the same. 
O. R. SINGLETON 
J. D. C. ATKINS, 
EUGENE HALE, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
A. A. SARGENT 
5. W. DORSEY, 
JAMES BECK, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. SINGLETON. Unless some gentleman wishes an explanation 


as to something which has been done by the committee of conference, 
I will ask for the previous question at once. 


Mr. CONGER. I would inquire whether the appropriation for the 


payment of route-agents and postal clerks is preserved in the bill ? 


Mr. SINGLETON. I believe that the Senate receded from that 


amendment, and that that appropriation was not made. 


Mr. CONGER. I have been informed by a member of the committee 
that the 4 gana of $24,000 for paying route-agents was re- 
1e bill. 


Mr. SINGLETON. It is retained ; but the appropriation has been 


cut down from $24,000 to $10,000, 


Mr. EDEN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Mississippi 
(Mr. SINGLETON ] a question. 

Mr. CONGER. I would like a separate vote on the clause— but 
I believe there cannot be a separate vote on any clause of a confer- 


ence report. 


Mr. EDEN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Mississippi 


(Mr. SINGLETON] to explain to the House the amount of reduction, 
if any, that has. been made by the conference committee of the in- 
crease that the Senate put upon this bill. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I will tell the gentleman. The amount of dis- 


Of that amount 
the committee of conference on the part of the House yielded 


$102,156.27, and the Senate conferees $69,504.93. 


Mr. EDEN. Then, upon the whole, the House and the conference 


committee together have substantially concurred in all the Senate 
amendments ? 


Mr. SINGLETON. Except about $70,000. 

Mr. EDEN. The Senate then has added to this bill and if this 
report is concurred in the House will also add to it nearly a million 
dollars. 

Mr. SINGLETON. A little over a million. 

Mr. EDEN. If it is in order, I move to lay this report on the table. 

Mr. HALE. If the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. SINGLETON] 
will allow me, I will suggest to the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. ae 
that this House itself added by one amendment $500,000 over an 
above the report of the Committee on Appropriations. Therefore 
really the fight which the Committee on Appropriations and the House 
expected to have to make with the Senate on that five-hundred-thou- 
sand-dollar clause was taken from the hands of the committee of 
conference was because of the House itself. That is the cause of the 
immense swelling of this appropriation bill over and above what it 
was when originally reported to the House. 

Mr. EDEN. I think the House yielded nearly everything, and the 
House conferees yielded the balance. 

Mr. SINGLETON. In addition to the $500,000 which was put upon 
this bill by the action of the House, as,stated by the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. HALE, } another clause was agreed to by the House adding 
$325,000 for the continuation of the new State Department building. 
To be sure that was done upon the recommendation of the Committee 
on Appropriations, but it was done by this House, thus making $925,000 
sanctioned by the House. 

Mr. EDEN. If it is in order, I move to lay this report on the table. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order, but the object of the 
gentleman can be partially reached by voting down the conference 
report, and that will require another committee of conference. 

Mr. EDEN. I hope that will be done. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I desire now 

Mr. ATKINS. I trust my colleague on the conference committee 
will not call the previous question just at this time. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will not cal) the previous question, but I will 
retain control of the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right to the floor for one 
hour. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. 
one question. 

Mr. SINGLETON. 1 will answer the gentleman if I can. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Have the conferees retained the provision for 
the payment of the commission that investigated the affairs of the 
United States mint at San Francisco? 

Mr. SINGLETON. They have. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will my colleague yield to me for a few moments. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Certainly. 

Mr. ATKINS. Iam very glad indeed that my worthy friend upon 
my left [Mr. EDEN] has taken so much interest in this report, and I 
hope his zeal and his interest will continue. I do not say this sar- 
castically by any means; I mean whatI say. Still I think the motion 
of the gentleman is rather a reflection upon the conference commit- 





I desire to ask the gentleman from Mississippi 
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tee. When we come to analyze the subjects embraced in this report 
I imagine it will be with some difficulty that the gentleman can point 
out the particular objections upon which he bases such an indignant 
speech as he has made here. 

Mr. EDEN. If the gentleman will allow me, I will say that I 
expressly disclaimed any reflection whatever upon the conference 
committee. 

Mr. ATKINS. Very well, that is all true; it was no reflection of 
course. But it seems to me that when the gentleman moves to lay 
their report on the table, I leave it to the House if that is not the 
very severest reflection that the gentleman can cast upon the action 
of the committee? It is very well to talk and to make motions, but 
it is rather difficult to specify particular objections. 

Now, I would ask the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. EDEN] to what 
item in this conference report he particularly objects? I will say for 
one that there are two or three that I objected to, and to which I 
now object. But when you go into a conference there are some 
things o be yielded as well as some things to be insisted upon. 

Mr. EDEN. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. ATKINS. Allow me to go on. 

Mr. EDEN. I supposed you wanted an answer. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will hear you directly. Isay that in this report 
which has been submitted here there is a proposition to appropriate 
$15,000 for the Hot Springs commission, which I, for one, reluctantly 
assented to, and I will tell you why. 1 do not believe that that com- 
mission has discharged its duty to the country. I understand that 
this commission, each of whose members draws $10 a day, has been 
at its post of duty but a very little of the time during the past year. 
One gentleman did not reach there for two months after he was ap- 
pointed, and another has been junketing in the mountains of New 
Hampshire. I fear that we are to have a permanent commission at 
the Hot Springs, and that this reservation, which the courts of the 
country havedecided belongs to the Government, will eventually bring 
us in debt, But we were assured by a Senator from Arkansas, a mem- 
ber of the conference committee, that these $15,000 were absolutely 
necessary to secure ithe rights of the Government ; that there were 
surveys to be made, and that without the appropriation the surveys 
must stop. What, then, could the committee of conference do but 
grant the $15,000? 

Again, a lady who is the president of an association for the relief 
of colored women aud children in this District called upon us for an 
appropriation of $6,000 for that association. We had already granted 
$2,000; but they asked for $6,000 more ; and the conferees on the part 
of the Senate were unanimous in favor of giving it. It wassaid to be 
a matter of charity, of humanity; and as it applied to this lower 
class of people—I use this language simply on account of their ex- 
treme poverty in this city—that point was yielded. 

In addition to that we agreed to pay the commissioners who were 
sent to New York, San Francisco, and Philadelphia for the purpose 
of examining the cus.om-houses. The Secretary of the Treasury had 
the authority to appoint commissioners for this purpose; and he 
believed (a belief in which I concur) that it was better to send 
independent men, not connected with the Department, to make this 
examination than to send officers connected with the Treasury ; for 
all classes of public officers try to protect themselves and the branch 
of the Government with which they are connected. Go into one of 
these Departments to investigate and you will find the doors closed 
upon you. You are told to go to some other Department which can 
atiord to be cut down, but that the particular Department you pro- 
pose to examine cannot be cut down. So you may go to one of the 
committees of this House and they tell you the same thing; that 
they cannot cut down expenses, but that you must go to some other 
committee. For this reason it was necessary and proper to appoint 
commissioners who were not officers of the ‘Treasury Department to 
examine into the custom-houses, and we have granted $15,000 to pay 
the expenses of such examination. 

What is there in this conference report that gentlemen so seriously 
object tof 1 for one must say that the House has taken the respon- 
sibility of swelling this deficiency bill. It must be stated, it shall 
be stated, that the Committee on Appropriations are not responsible 
for the enormous amount of this deticiency bill. The members from 
the Southern States who are members of the committee resisted put- 
ting on the bill an appropriation of half a million dollars for inland 
mail service in the midst of a fiscal year, which nobody can pretend 
to say was a deficiency. 

Mr. EDEN. If the bill appropriates too much money why will not 
my friend aid me and others in voting down this report? 

Mr. ATKINS. Sir, I did everything I could; but we were over- 
powered; we were voted down inthis House by 36 majority upon the 
main proposition. 

Mr. EDEN. We have one chance yet. 

Mr. ATKINS. I wish to say again that this committee is not re- 
sponsible for the large sum of money appropriated by the bill. At 
present $30,000 is the whole amount in controversy between the two 
Houses. They originally differed to the extent of $170,000. We 
yielded $100,000 to the Senate and we demanded $70,000, which has 
been conceded. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not pleased at all with this deficiency bill; but, 
as the judgment of the House and the Senate has been expressed on 

the main matters embraced in it, I did not feel at liberty as one of 








the conferees to dissent from this report, having been instructed jy 
the action of the House ; therefore I signed it. , 

Mr. EDEN. Will the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SInGietoy) 
allow me to answer a question put to me by the chairman of the 
committee ? 

Mr. SINGLETON. How much time does the gentleman want? 

Mr. EDEN. Only five minutes. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will yield the gentleman five minutes. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope the gentleman will also yield to me. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will as soon as the gentleman from Illinoix 
[Mr. es through. 

Mr. EDEN. I hope that my friend from Tennessee, [ Mr. ATKINS, } 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, will not suppose 
that I intend any reflection upon him or the committee which he rep. 
resents. He has called upon me to specify the particular items whic) 
I opposed and which have been concurred in by the House conferees. 
It would be a rather difficult matter for me to do so, as the ann. 
ments have not been read in the House at all. But the gentleman 
himself has answered the question satisfactorily to my mind, ani | 
suppose it will be satisfactory to those who will concur with i. 
The Committee on Appropriations came into this House with this de- 
ficiency bill and reported to the House the amount they believe; 
necessary to supply the deficiency, and I apprebend that is a matter 
of calculation. It is not an appropriation bill, making new and jy- 
dependent appropriations, but it is a bill making appropriations to 
supply deficiencies, and 1 repeat, if this bill is to do nothing but sup- 
ply deficiencies required, there is no need of a mistake of over a mill. 
ion of dollars ia the report made to this House by the committee. 
But while I make no reflections upon the committee or anybody else 
it strikes me as very remarkable indeed that they made a mistake of 
over a million of dollars, which has been added to the bill by the 
Senate and which has been substantially concurred in by the com- 
mittee and the House. 

Even in the small amount of $175,000 that finally went to the 
committee of conference as the points of disagreement between the 
two Houses, the conferees on the part of the House have substan- 
tially yielded the whole subject to the Senate after the House had 
yielded the one million in various other items to which the gentle 
man from Tennessee has referred. 

Mr. ATKINS. Where is the mistake of a million of dollars? 

Mr. EDEN. I have only five minutes and I hope the gentleman 
will not interrupt me. 

Mr. ATKINS. As you have made the statement there was a mis- 
take of a million of dollars, I hope you will tell the House wherein the 
mistake has been made. 

Mr. EDEN. I have said it was remarkable that in a report of a 
deficiency bill the House Committee on Appropriations made a mis 
take of over a million of dollars. 

Mr. ATKINS. No mistake at all. 

Mr. EDEN. The Senate have added a million to it, and as w 
are called upon to concur in the action there must have been a great 
mistake in making up the report. I see there are other deticien- 
cies coming. This is the second deficiency bill we have had here 
already, and there is a deficiency bill of $7,500,000 looming up for 
the Navy, a large part of which I understand has been created in 
defiance of law; and, sir, when deficiency bills come up for such a 
large amount I think it is time for the House to stop and to consider 
and examine the question and see whether the Treasury is to be 
broken up by these deficiency bills. That is my judgment of the 
matter. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to ask a question of the gentleman irom 
Illinois, and I will not take but a moment of his time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the gentleman from 
Illinois was not restricted as to time. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I yielded to the gentleman from Illinois on; 
five minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so understand. 

Mr. EDEN. Yes, sir; five minutes was all the time I was allowed. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to ask a question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. EDEN. I yield fora single minute. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, without reference to the conference 
report I desire to say I concur in the statement of the gentleman trou 
Illinois that there is not one-twentieth part of the amendments of the 
Senate which can be considered as deficiencies in any sense. Thes 
amendments are simply a defiance of the last House aud of the wa) 
in which that House made appropriations for the public service. 1 
Departments have gone on extravagantly, without reference to ties 
appropriations, and spent the money in defiance of law. In mas) 
instances the great bulk of them have confessed now that they ba‘ 
money enough to go on with; that they can get along with wis 
they have, but they want more in order that they may spend mor 
freely. This the House of Representatives should resist at all hazards 

Mr. EDEN. But a word further. a 

Mr. SINGLETON. I suppose the time of the gentleman from llli- 
nois has expired; I only gave him five minutes. ; a 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois has been interrupte 
and the Chair thinks he has some littie time left. ’ ‘ 

Mr. EDEN. A minute or two more is all I want. The questiod 
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which was put to me by the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
‘riations bas been so very fully answered by the gentleman from 
beorgis that it is needless for me to say anything on the subject. 

One single remark further, and it is this: The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in the report that he makes to this House _in reference to the 
:ppropriations for the next fiscal year, has notified us that unless we 
reduce the amount at least eleven millions below the estimates there 
will be a deficit in the revenue next year, and yet with these facts 
staring us in the face, with the notification that we cannot get up to 
the estimates without creating a deficit of $11,000,000, this House is 
called upon to vote millions upon millions of deficiencies, a large 
part of which is not deficiency at all, but expenditure of money made 
in utter defiance of law, as has already been stated by the gentleman 
from Georgia. ; 

And, without intending any reflection upon the Appropriation Com- 
mittee, or upon any other committee, as these amounts are embraced 
in this so-called deficiency bill that is not a deficiency at all, I think 
it is the duty of the House to vote the bill down. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask ten minutes of the gentleman from Missis- 

yp. 
= SINGLETON. I cannot give the gentleman so much time as 
that. I will yield him five minutes. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from Mississippi has farmed out to 
that side of the House a good deal of time. Why will he not allow 
me ten minutes ? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Because I want some time for myself, and I do 
not propose to give away all mytime. Other gentlemen on that side 
of the House have asked me to yield to them. 

Mr. CONGER. I will try then to crowd into five minutes some small 
part of what my feelings prompt me to say on this interesting occa- 
sion. Sir, I am glad to see this quarrel arising on the question of ap- 
propriating money enough to run this Government. I hear the voices 
of gentlemen to-day who opposed in the last Congress making appro- 
priations sufficient to do deceutly and in order the business of this 
great nation. 

Mr. EDEN. Suppose we had voted some millions more, would there 
not have been a deficiency ? 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, (in his seat.) Let the gentleman 
sitdown. He stops his friends and his enemies and everybody. 

Mr. CONGER. I cannot yield to the gentleman from Illinois. The 
gentleman who sits next tohim, small in stature though he be, rose with 
a liou’s strength in the last Congress—I allude to my friend Colonel 
BLOUNT—to oppose all the appropriations which were asked by the 
Departments, and of those interested to carry on this Government 
decently and in order. And now, because it is shown to the satis- 
faction of good men on that committee, the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. SINGLETON] and other gentlemen on that committee, that 
the Congress made a mistake, that there was an acknowledged neces- 
sary deficiency which their conscience and their judgment compelled 
them to-day to make up by the appropriation of a part only of that 
deficiency, those who opposed sutlicient appropriations are exasper- 
ated. They rise to their feet in swarms on this occasion, not to apol- 
ogize for their lack of judgment in not making the apprepriations, 
but to show by their continued and persistent opposition to these 
appropriations, that they were right then. 

Now, sir, what is this additional appropriation? What is the ob- 
ject of this $500,000? It is to give to therural districts of the United 
States the privilege, te a small extent, of our postal system. I have 
in wy district constituents as much entitled as yours to the benefits 
of the postal service who have to go five, ten, or fifteen miles to mail 
a letter or a paper or to get one. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion 7 

Mr. CONGER. I will not be interrupted, even by my friend from 
Georgia, unless my time is extended. 

They have to go twenty miles to mail a letter. Why, sir, there are 
gentlemen sitting here in this House, voting against this appropria- 
tion, who have their mails delivered to them by letter-carriers while 
they sit in their own offices in their cushioned seats, or rock back and 
forward in their beautiful furniture in their parlors. They need not 
even go to the door, so as to let the storms of heaven fall on their 
hairless heads | laughter] in order to get their letters. But my con- 
stituents, aud the constituents of a majority of the members of this 
ae have to go three, five, ten, or fifteen miles to their post- 
olices, 

I desire to make one other remark. Opposition is made here to 
giving 36,000 to the association for the relief of colored women and 
children in the District of Columbia. I did not know the reason for 
that, but I am told to-day by an authority which I dare not dispute 
that these people belong to the lowest classes of humanity. 

Mr. ATKINS. I simply spoke—— 

Mr. CONGER. I do not yield. The words of my friend from Ten- 
hessee are recorded. 

Mr. ATKINS. And I do not desire to take back a word. 

Mr. CONGER. It appears that four millions of citizens of the 
United States unfortunately belong to the lowest classes 

Mr. ATKINS, I explained that; but if the gentleman thinks he 
can make anything on that subject, he is at liberty to do it. 
aan SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. SaYLER in the chair.) The time 

the gentleman from Michigan has expired. 











Mr. SINGLETON. 
nois, [Mr. CaNNON. ] 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I have asked five minutes not to talk 
particularly about the democratic party or the republican party or 
which party is to blame for some appropriations in this bill or the 
want of some appropriations in it, but I want to talk about the 
wisdom of some of the appropriations proposed to be made by it as it 
comes from the conference committee. Many of the members of this 
House who were members of the last Congress know that I believe 
that the apportionment of nine-tenths of the legislative business of 
the House, under the rules, to the Committee of Appropriations, how- 
ever able the eleven gentlemen who compose that committee may 
be, is not wise, and the manner in which this so-called deficiency bill 
has been swollen is another example of the unwisdom of the rule. 
It is simply impossible for that committee to exhaust and thoroughly 
understand all matters it is charged with, while other members I may 
say, sufficiently numerous to constitute a majority of the House, 
have no power under the rules to assist in the preparation of such 
business, and frequently no power to even be heard touching appro- 
priations proposed to be made. Now, in my opinion there is an item 
of $500,000 in this bill alone that is not called for by any proper 
increase of the public service, and if spent in event the bill becomes 
a law, I fear will be worse than thrown away. 

Gentlemen will recollect that when this bill was first considered 
in the Committee of the Whole House the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. WADDELL] moved an amendment in effect to make 
available $700,000 in round numbers additional for the star mail serv- 
ice for the present fiscal year; after slight discussion the amendment 
was rejected by the committee and the House. When the bill went to 
the Senate, among other amendments made by the Senate there was 
one for $500,000 forthe star service. It was returned to the House 
and the House Committee on Appropriations recommended non-con- 


I yield five minutes to the gentleman from IIli- 


| currence in that amendment, but the gentleman of the Appropria- 


tions Committee having charge of the bill, at once moved the pre- 
vious question, and after it was ordered, waived the hour that he was 
entitled to under the rule, so that it was, under the rule, out of the 
power of any member of the House to say one word in debate upou any 
of the amendments. So, by the action of this committee, the House 
was called upon to vote upon this amendment, taking $500,000 out of 
the Treasury, without one wordof discussion. Inthe mean time many 
members whose constituents desired greater mail facilities, and I am 
satisfied without understanding the merits of the proposition, voted to 
concur in the Senate amendment, and it was concurred in. Now, I 
ask the House to bear with me for a minute or two while I speak to 
the merits of the amendme nt, and I think I can show it is wholly 
useless and should be gotten rid of, even if it is necessary in order to 
get rid of it that the bill should fail. 
The appropriation for the star service for the last fiscal 
ee ee ee ee $6, 737, 851 
While the amount expended was.. iid puiakin anata 6, 330, 959 


AVL, B92 


Leaving a balance unexpended of ..................--. 
Now the cost of the star service for the fiscal year 1876 
WR Ss vc stint cankddd sedis Jtewtgndteinede covkwesseeeant 5, 652, 006 


Showing an increase of expenditures for the star service 

in the year 1877 over the expenditures of 1876 of... --.. 672, 953 

Now, let us inquire where this increase of cost of service was made, 
and whether there was a decrease anywhere. Now, if gentlemen will 
turn to page 64 of the appendix of the Postmaster-General’s report, 
1877, they will find a tabulated statement of this increase and de- 
crease by States and Territories ; and let me commend this statement 
to the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER,] who is so anxious 
about the increase of the star service for his constituents, for it shows 
a decrease of the expenditures for this service last year in his State 
of $5,625; also to my colleague on the committee trom Mississippi, 
for there was a decrease in his State of $15,077; in Pennsylvania, 
$24 480; Alabama, $10,000; Kentucky, $6,841; also there was a decre: 
in cost of service in many other States, amounting in all to $127,536. 

Now for the increase last year, and you will find it in— 





ST alien os dh cecdh adits» Graidi-maphipnin. omen ti on a esiesnah atncibaagiaa ip Gena scm ee eanemnnimabdade $50, 000 
DT Sta Cadh odecdéctuetewene es aveues eceene Suee ue Jnsudeudteunt 50, 000 
nd piucele od debescdenebcbiwec cendencessseena’ é6ncqtecuretonses .. 10,000 
PE ctiodnkddwesetdetéodese secant ae 
W YOUMIOE.cccce .00- sisi tian eleemeinliela . sacasecquace 4aneeas vanetiscnene ee 
i cediheeairane ike mene wen gadidet kien ddacaa ieee aaeidianis aa 16, 000 


Colorado. .......28-- 


er . ee ° on eece wile 53, 000 
Indian Territory.............---- o Ceeccrcceccocsececcosccccescs 14, 000 
SNR wetecneessces come 155, 000 
ic cn ccccnceccnese ccseseset:senesesecndeceadson ee cesadsnsscoseeezsce 36, 000 


And so on I might cite an increase last year aggregating over 
$800,000. 

Now, there was no general lettings of contracts in these States and 
Territories last year where the increase was so large, but in the main 
the increase wag for what is called expedited service over long routes 
across the desert and over the mountains. That is, where the service 
was originally let at say once, twice or three times a week over these 
desert routes under the direction of the Post-Oflice Departinent, upon 
petition I have no doubt, it bas been increased in many instances 
to seven times a week and the pay increased iv proportion, aud in my 
opinion in many instances the coutractors have far greater interest 
in the increased number of trips than the people have who are to be 
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served with the mails. Now, these gentlemen say their constituents 
want increased mail facilities in the star service, especially the gen- 
tlemen from Michigan, North Carolina, and Mississippi. The gentle- 
men made the same claim last year; yet with over $400,000 appro- 
priated for this service not spent last year the cost of the service has 
decreased in those States as well as in many other States. There was 
no lack of money to give the gentlemen’s constituents all the service 
they needed, at the same time the service was enormously increased 
in the Territories. Now, in the light of this recent history, why 
should we rape the Post-Oflice Department with another large appro- 
priation to maintain the present large service in the Territories, or 
again unnecessarily increase it? And here let me call the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that the appropriation already made 
for this year for the star service is ample; it amounts to $6,237,993; 
but this is not all, for in what is known as the first division, which 
includes New England, New York, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
and West Virginia, there was a new letting to carry the mails, (star 
service,) under which, commencing with the Ist of July of this year, 
there is asaving in the cost of the service this year as compared with 
last year in those States, as I am informed at the office of the Second 
Assistant Postmaster-General, of say $182,000, which can be utilized 
for the service elsewhere, and which makes available near $100,000 
more for the star service than was spent last year. Also, the Post- 
master-General has the same power to decrease the number of trips 
on the long desert routes that he had to increase them, and decrease 
the cost in proportion; and this would give a large surplus for use 
in the States, and, I am satisfied, not injure the people in the Terri- 
tories who are interested in getting the mails. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe if the Committee on Appropriations, or rather 
the gentleman in charge of the bill, had not cut off debate by relin- 
oohking his hour after the previous question was ordered, that the 
House would have investigated and uuoderstood these facts and the 
Senate amendments would not have been concurred in, 

And I want to say that I indorse what my colleague [Mr. EDEN] 
has said as to this matter; and I go a step further: 1 would not 
agree to the report of the conference committee and I would let this 
bill fail. 

Mr. EDEN. I will help you in that. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. All right. I fear, however, you cannot 
bring the democratic majority of the House to also help. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to see our democratic friends here who were hun- 
gering and thirsting in the last Congress by day and by night, in 
season and out of season, for economy and retrenchment, come now 
to the rescue, undo what they have done, and assist this side, or rather 
accept the assistance of this side in intelligently guarding the Public 
Treasury ; giving in all cases suflicient money to carry on the public 
service, and in no case more. 

Mr. HALE arose. 

Mr. SINGLETON. How much time have I left? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot exactly tell how much time 
the gentleman has left. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Well, I yield five minutes to the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. HALE. } 

Mr. HALE. There is a great pother over a small matter. I never 
knew a conference report presented where there was so fair a division 
on the question between the two sides representing the differences be- 
tween the two Houses more nearly canal them this is. The bill went 
to the Senate and there was added to it there in round numbers an 
expenditure of $300,000, which when it came back here was agreed to 
by the House. The whole truth of the matter is that when the mat- 
ter had been arranged by the committee of conference and then came 
back to the House there is nothing after that that should disturb 
the House or take up and waste time on. 

The question in relation to the $75,000 in dispute is not of the 
slightest importance, for $15,000 were yielded upon that side, and the 
two are almost exactly even. Now do gentlemen want to wreck a 
deticiency bill that has upon it scores and scores of important mat- 
ters that ought to have been put through instead of being delayed for 
weeks and weeks, long cant Do they want to wreck such a bill 
upon an issue of this kind? It is a small business after all that has 
been done in the House in accepting the Senate amendments to the 
amount of a million dollars to make this fuss about a few thousand. 

There has been no disposition on the part of the Senate to brow- 
beat the House. There has been no disposition on the part of the 
Senate to get an advantage of the House. We did our best in the 
conference, and having had some experience on conference committees 
I say that we have obtained a good report, and it would be a most 
remarkable think if this bill should now fail. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I yield a few minutes to the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Sparks. ] 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Speaker, it strikes me that the fault which can 
be found with regard to the present condition of this bill rests largely 
with the House. I do not see that any of it pertains to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. That committee presented to this House a 
bill which appropriated originally about $1,500,000. That bill thus 
brought into the House was passed by it and sent to the Senate. 
Then the Senate independently added to it about $1,250,000. Now, 
in my judgment, when the bill was returned to the House with this 
additional sum which they had added that was the time to attack 
or resist the action of the Senate. The Constitution by its fairly 











interpreted and accepted eonstruction provides that the House of 
Representatives, the immediate representatives of the people, those 
who come from their bosoms and immediately represent them, shal] 
originate ae ag bills. But the Senate, by its independent 
action in thi 

tained when it was originally sent to that body from this House 
Now, what does that mean? Do gentlemen insist that the Senate 
has the power independently to originate appropriations? The Cop. 
stitution, as I have said, fairly interpreted declares that they sha}j 
not do so; that they are entitled to make amendments only. “If this 
House had then taken its proper position, had declared its right to 
originate appropriations, had asserted its power and had discharged 
its duty to the people, we would have been placed in a proper posi- 
tion. 


is case, has added about as much to this bill as it con. 


ate 


Will gentlemen tell me that, when independent propositions are 


added by the Senate to a bill going from this House, so far as those 
independent propositions are concerned the appropriations contained 
in them are simply amendments, and not appropriations originating 
in the Senate? Will they dodge the question of an appropriation 
bill in that way? I hold that the correct rule is that when the 
House perfects an appropriation bill including particular items and 
fixes in those items the amount appropriated, the Senate can only 


legitimately strike out, add to, or subtract from the amounts in the 


bill thus presented. But they cannot independently originate an 
item or items containing an appropriation. If so, then my under. 
standing of the constitutional powers of the House and of the Senate 


is sadly at fault. Now let me say to - 3 colleague (Mr. EDEN] that 
when the Senate did that in regard to this bill we here in the House 
tamely submitted, as we frequently have done before, and allowed 
the passage of about every one of these independent items that have 
been discussed here, and there is the trouble. 

Mr. EDEN. I was not here. 

Mr. SPARKS. I regret that you were not. I wish that this bill 
with these arbitrary amendments in it could now be beaten. | 
charge the fault or the wrong in this case first to the arbitrary action 
of the Senate in illegally originating appropriations, and secondly 
our fault was in submitting to it. When this House, the people's 
immediate representatives, allows these gentlemen of the Senate, 
who are remotely connected with the people, to come in and dictate 
how deep they will put their hands into the public treasury, then I 
say that the correct constitutional theory of appropriating money is 
overthrown. For one I will never consent to it. That is all I have 
to say. 

Mr BAKER, of Indiana. I ask the gentleman from Mississippi 
(Mr. SINGLETON] to yield to me for a few minutes. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will first yield to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. CLYMER,] a member of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. CLYMER. This discussion, it seems to me, has been very wide 
of the real subject-matter before the House. We are confronted by 
a report of a committee of conference, which we cannot lay upon the 
table, and the only thing we can do to express our disapprobation of 
it is to vote down the motion to agree to the report, which would in 
effect kill the bill, or to ask a new conference. 

Should another conference be asked what would the conferees on 
the part of the House have to do when they met others on the part of 
the Senate? They could not differ with them in regard to any items 
in this bill to which the House has previously assented. The House 
has assented to the main additions made by the Senate. The House 
has assented to the item appropriating $500,000 for the star service 
and to the item appropriating $325,000 for the continuation of the 
work upon the new building for the State, War, and Navy Depart- 
ments. Therefore what items of difference could be dealt with in 
the conference? Simply those things which the House have not al- 
ready agreed to, consisting chiefly of items regarding expenditures on 
the Senate side of the Capitol: mileage for Senators to the called ses- 
sion, &c., amounting to about $102,000, the Senate conferees having 
yielded to the House items amounting to about $69,000. 

If the House had not assented to the star-service proposition, if the 
House had not assented to the proposition in regard to the new State 
Department building, there might be some points of real difference. 
But it does seem to me that it is idle, that it is almost trifling with 
grave legislation, for this House, after its previous action and votes, 
not to assent to the report of the conference committee. : 

I was as earnestly and determinedly opposed to the star-service 
appropriation as any gentleman on this floor. I fear the Government 
may be subjected to the possibility of a “great steal,” because we 
had before our committee one of the Assistant Postmasters-General 
(Mr. Brady) and he stated to us that the Department did not need 
the money, and if we gave it to them they could not protitably use 
more than $250,000. Yet this House, in obedience to some mistaken 
idea, which I cannot comprehend, as to its requirements and needs, 
voted a half million of dollars, when the Post-Office Department 
itself stated that in no event could more than $250,000 be used with 
protit to the service or benetit to the people. 

Mr. EDEN. I would like to say—— 

Mr. CLYMER. Ina moment; not now. If we go into a new 0coD- 
ference, this most objectionable of all the items cannot be touched. 
Then why shenld we have another conference? We are now ol 
the eve of a long recess, and there are items in this deficiency bil 
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ee 


just and proper and right. If the bill has in ititems which 
it is to this House, which assented to the Senate amend- 
nts, and not to the committee, that the blame attaches. 

mand moreover, when we come to the real question of who is at 
fault about this, allow me to say that when this House first passed 
this bill and sent it to the Senate it had none of the objectionable 
items init. If we have not been able to get rid of them let the re- 
sponsibility rest whe the : 

States; do not throw the blame upon this side of the House, which 
committee reported a bill that was economical and just and 


which are 
are wrong, 


by its ce ; 
fair. Theenormous and extravagant appropriation for the star serv- 
‘oe and all else that is objectionable was added by the Senate of the 


Pnited States, where the republicans are in the majority. 
fault rest where it should; do not hold us responsible. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Why did not the gentleman’s committee inform 
the House in regard to this before we took the vote? 

Mr. CLYMER. The House should have understood the subject 
from the previous discussion, and the committee unanimously recom- 
ended non-coneurrence in the Senate amendment for the star service. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. There are men in my own district carrying 
postal matter free in order that the people may have mail facilities. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. BAKER. ] 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 


Let the 


Mr. Speaker, I must express my aston- 
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re it belongs, upon the Senate of the United | 


ishment at the excitement which has been created over the report | 


presented to the House this morning by the conference committee. 


I believe that I for one can elevate inyself above the consideration | 


of this as a partisan question, and speak upon it without hurling 


epithets as to extravagance on the one side of this House or the | 


other. I entirely concur in the observations which have been made 
by the gentleman from Illineis [Mr. CANNON] with reference to the 
unwisdom, to say the least, of the appropriation of $500,000 for the 
star service. But neither the Committee on Appropriations nor the 
republicans in the House are in any wise responsible that this appro- 
priation has been inserted in the bill, and an opportunity given for 
extravagant if not for criminal recklessness in the expenditure of 
the revenues of the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, the whole amount of the increased appropriations in 
this bill beyond what it contained when reported by the Committee 
on Appropriations of this House is made up almost entirely of two 
items, one an appropriation of half a million dollars for the star 
service, as to the propriety of which I have already expressed my 
judgment; the other an appropriation of $375,000, which simply an- 
ticipates by afew months an appropriation which would at the end of 
that time become necessary in order to complete the new State De- 
partment building. By making the appropriation six months in 
advance of the time when we would be at any rate compelled to ap- 
propriate, we shall save $50,000 of the public funds that would other- 
wise be expended in the payment of rent and shall get possession of 
this building a year earlier than we otherwise would. 

There are several items of no large amount embraced in this bill, 
which I believe are needless, and are in their character extravagant 
and profligate ; but I should feel that we were wantonly squandering 
the public time if because of any feeling of hostility to these minor 
items we should now defeat this bill by voting down the motion 
made by the gentleman from Mississippi and sending it back for re- 
examination. As long as this House stands committed, as it does, by 
a decisive vote to the insertion in the bill of the only monstrous item 
in it—$500,000 for the star service—after this House has voted down its 
own Committee on Appropriations, and has extravagantly and reck- 
lessly inserted that appropriation of half a million dollars, it seems 
to we not worth our while to quarrel about a few thousand dollars 
for different items which ought not, as I agree, to have been inserted. 

Mr. EDEN. Does not my friend think it would be a good plan to 
defeat the whole bill and thus save that appropriation of half a mill- 
ion dollars ? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I think it would not. 

Mr. EDEN. I differ with the gentleman. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 
except by impeaching the good sense or the honesty of the decisive 
majority in this House that inserted the item of $500,000 in the bill. 
And as long as that appropriation must remain in the bill, what is 
the use of talking about a few thousand dollars in other items? 
After allowing half a million of dollars at a single sweep to go out of 
the Treasury, it does not become us to get up here and talk about ex- 
‘ravagance upon little items so insignificant that a thousand of them 
would not amount to the sum represented by this single one. I be- 
lieve that we ought to act in view of what the House has already 


determined ; and doing 80, there is nothing of importance left as a 
subject of contest. 


{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. ATKINS. I ask the gentleman from Mississippi to yield to me 
Ge minutes. 

t. SINGLETON. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] en- 

pevenan & moment ago to make alittle cheap capital, as he supposed, 
at my expense because I had spoken of the colored women in this 
city who are asking the bounty of this Government, as the “lower 


ctenenn. ah alluding simply to their impoverished circum- 





I think the bill cannot be voted down | 


2 


—_ 
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myself dispensed as much charity toward the poor colored people in 
this country as he has. It seems to me they may fairly be considered 
in the lower class of people when they ars beggars for the public 
bounty. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there were only two or three amendments non- 
concurred in by the House that have been coneurred in by the com- 
mittee of conference. I recite them: One was to pay newly elected 
Senators who came on to the Executive session at the beginning of 
this congressional term last March, $6,500. 1 grant that there is no 
law for such payment; at least I do not believe there is any law for 
it. Still, the appropriation is in accordance with precedent ; the con- 
ferees on the part of the Senate demanded it as a matter of comity 
between the two Houses ; and the conferees on the part of the House 
yielded. Another was a claim for paving the arsenal at Indianapolis, 
which was insisted upon by many gentlemen on the other side as 
well as on this side of the House and by gentlemen at the other end 
of the Capitol. We conceded that item, though | think perhaps its 
propriety may have been doubtful. There was one single other item, 
and this is the last—$5,000 for the cultivation of carp in this city. 
These several items amount altogether to less than $20,000. The 
simple question for this House to determine is whether or not upon 
such little minor matters, this deticieney bill should be allowed to 
fail. 

As to the star service, why that is the action of the House. 
here to defend that action. I stand here to defend the action of the 
conference committee. I say this conference committee has not 
yielded a single dollar that was not a deficiency, except the three 
little items which amount to less than $20,000, 

Mr. HOUSE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 
I do not want to make a speech at all. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Wait a while; I propose now to yield to my 
colleague, [Mr. MONEY. ] 

Mr. HOUSE. But I wish to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
who characterized this appropriation for the star service as a swindle 
and a steal if that appropriation was not recommended by the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Otlice and Post-Roads, which was charged spe- 
cially with the investigation of that particular branch of the public 
service? 

Mr. CLYMER. May I reply? 

Mr. SINGLETON. I have yielded the floor to my colleague. 

Mr. HOUSE. I want an answer. 

Mr. CLYMER. I do not know as to the facts stated by the gentle- 
man, but Ido know that one of the Assistant Postmasters-General 
was before the Committee on Appropriations the day after he sent 
the report into this House, or the day before, and he stated he did 
not need that money, and that if we voted the appropriation he could 
not by any possibility justly use any more than $250,000, 

Mr. CONGER. Let us have his name. 

Mr. HOUSE. But the letter of the Postmaster-General is directly 
to the contrary. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to give the 
name of the Assistant Postmaster-General who made that statement. 
Mr. MONEY. I have the floor, Mr. Speaker, and I do not yield. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will proceed, 

Mr. MONEY. Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Koads is to-day absent, and I desire to say in 
his behalf, as well as in behalf of the committee of which he is chair- 
man and of which I have the honor to be a member, in reply to the 
assertion of the gentleman trom Pennsylvania, when he says he can- 
not understand the motives which influenced gentlemen on this side 
of the House to support this measure, that that committee, and I 
presume the gentlemen on this side of the House who voted for it, 
were iniluenced by considerations of the interest of the public service, 
and none other. And I wish to ask the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia if he believes that they were influenced by any other motive, 
aud if he does to state it. 

Mr. CLYMER. I said I did not know what 
them. 

Mr. MONEY. You ought to have known; you ought to have given 
them the credit that they were actuated only by motives to subserve 


” 





I stand 


motives influenced 


| the public interests. 





| 


| 
| 


| 


like to say to the gentleman that no doubt I have | 


I wish now, Mr. Speaker, to say this, that the republican party is 
not responsible for the appropriation asked for, as it was unani- 
mously reported by the Committee on the Post-Offico and Post- 
Roads, because they thought it was right and proper and conducive 
to the public interests. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. 

Mr. MONEY. Excuse me a moment and I will put the gentleman 
right. It was reported from that committee because they believed 
the interest of the public service demanded it, because continually 
day after day demands came from the rural districts of the South 
and West for extension of mail facilities. I say the committee re- 
ported unanimously, but my colleague from Illinois stated in that 
committee, while he would not dissent from it, yet he would hold 
himself free to take any action in the House which should seem to 
him to be best. That was freely accorded to him. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. The majority of the committee being 
for it. 

Mr. MONEY. 


Just one moment. 


I desire to say, in continuation, that the gentleman 
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from Pennsylvania repeats what the Second Assistant Postmaster- 
General stated to the Committee on Appropriations. I wish to say 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads had a communication 
addressed to its chairman from the Postmaster-General, Mr. Key, in 
which he stated he could not extend the mail facilities daily de- 
manded from the South and West unless this appropriation was made 
available. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to know what Assistant Postmaster-Gen- 
eral made the statement referred to by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania? 

Mr. MONEY. I will answer the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish an answer from the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. I wish him to name the Assistant Postmaster-General to 
whom he refers. 

Mr. CLYMER. General Brady. 

Mr. MONEY. Ido not yield. If the gentleman has any question 
to ask let him ask me, as I have the floor, and I will answer it. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish the gentleman from Pennsylvania to answer 
who made the statement ? 

Mr. CLYMER. I have answered it; it was General Brady. 

Mr. MONEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, I say that with the letter of the 
Postmaster-General before this committee, but which could not reach 
this House because my colleague from the State of Mississippi refused 
to have that letter read when the chairman of the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Reads proposed to read it in order that gentle- 
men on both sides might vote intelligently on this question—— 

Mr. DURHAM. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. MONEY. I beg your pardon; I cannot yield. I say when the 
vee soe from North Carolina [Mr. WADDELL } proposed to read that 

etter from the Postmaster-General the question was raised—— 

Mr. EDEN. I made the objection on that occasion. 

MrawSINGLETON. My colleague should not make a charge against 
one of his colleagues unless he 1s satisfied it is actually so. 

Mr. DURHAM. Let me ask a question. 

Mr. EDEN. I made the objection on that occasion. 

Mr. MONEY. I beg my colleague’s pardon; I was mistaken in at- 
tributing to him the objection to the reading of the letter of the Post- 
master-General. It was made by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
EDEN. 

Mr. DURHAM. Did the Postmaster-General ask for an appropria- 
tion of half a million of money to carry on that service? Did he 
specify any amount? 

Mr. YEATES rose. 

Mr. MONEY. My friend from North Carolinawillholdon. [Laugh- 
ter.] Il willanswerthe gentleman’s question myself. But I wish tosay 
that I was mistaken a moment ago in naming my friend from Missis- 
sipji, [Mr. SINGLETON.] The objection was made by the gentleman 
from Illinois, |Mr. EpEN.] In reply to the question of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. DurHAM,] I will state that the letter from 
the Postmaster-General says that he cannot extend the postal service 
without the appropriation recommended by the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Peost-Roads, which was $200,000 more than the 
amount specified in the amendment of the Senate, That is what he 
said. 

Mr. DURHAM. Was there any specified amount? 

Mr. MONEY. The amount specitied was $700,000. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Specitied by whom? 

Mr. MONEY. By the Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post- 
Roads. 

Mr. YEATES. And by the Postmaster-General. 

The SPEAKER pre tempore. The time of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. MoNEY] has expired. 

Mr. SINGLETON. After what has occurred I am afraid I shall 
make somebody mad before I get through with what I have to say 
about this matter. [Laughter.] I propose, however, now to yield 
to my colleague on the committee, the gentleman from Georgia, [ Mr. 
BLOUNT, } for five minutes, and then I propose to make some remarks 
myself. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, it has been very often stated here 
during this discussion with a great deal of emphasis that this appro- 
priation ought to have been allowed because it was recommended by 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads; that it was the 
duty of the Committee on Appropriations and of this House to accept 
their recommendation. Now, sir, the Committee on Appropriations 
found that it was their duty and not the duty of the Committee on 
the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads to consider and report to this House— 

The general appropriation bills for legislative, executive, and judicial expenses ; 
for sundry civil expenses; for consular and diplomatic expenses; for the Army ; 
for the Navy; for the expenses of the Indian de ment; for the payment of 


invalid and other pensions ; for the support of the Military Academy ; for fortifi- 
cations ; for the service of the Post-Oftice Department. 


This has been the duty charged upon the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads n 
charged with the duty of taking into consideration— 


All such petitions and matters or things touching the post-office and post-roads 
as shall be presented, or shall come in question, and be referred to them by the 


House; and to report their opinion thereon, together with such propositions rela- 
tive thereto as to them chal coom expedient. . 


Has that subject of appropriations for the star service ever been 
referred to those gentlemen? Or was it the bounden duty of the 
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Committee on Appropriations, charged under the rules to iny 
that question, to accept the judgment of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post-Roads? It was simply in view of this fac s 
consider the rules put the onus upon us of making recommendations 
upon this subject to this House that we declined to do it until we hag 
had full opportunity to do it intellig 


discussion. 


DECEMBER 14, 






estigate 


t that we 


ently. 
Now, to illustrate for a moment. It - been alleged here, I do 


not say upon this floor, but it has been alleged by some of my friends 
from the South, that there has been more star service in New | 
than there has been in the Southern States; and that has been q 
special grievance. Now, sir, we had not time to take up this subject 
It was a very extensive one to consider. I have gone to the trouble 
of getting from the Post-Office Department a statement as to the 
star service in two States, one in New England and one in the South 
before the war ; end what was the truth? In 1860 the State of Maine 
had star service for three times a week; railroad service nine times 
a week. The State of Georgia had star service one and a half times 
a week and railroad service nine times a week ; her receipts were {ar 
ahead of the receipts of Maine; and this was done under a southerp 
Postmaster-General. 


England 


Now, sir, why did this state of things occur? In some parts of g 


given State there isa greater postal service than in other parts. 
‘This is an important question, covering the whole country; and we 
have been seeking an 


preparation is now being made to report to 
this House the actuai service in every State of this Union, with a 
view to intelligent action. There are many questions to be consid. 


ered, many elements necessary to form an intelligent judgment on 
this subject. 


I have thought proper to state this by way of defense of the Com- 
mittee on ——— when it is charged that we do not want 
€ were not prepared to discuss it at this time in this 
House. We knew that we had appropriated for the fiscal year 177 
a large sum: $700,000 more than had been used for the service ; that 
there had been used for the star service 12 per cent. more increase 
than is to be found for any fiscal year since the close of the war, and 
we wanted, I say, to look into this question. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] says that we were 
meanly disposed in regard to the machinery for carrying on the Goy- 
ernment in our appropriatious, and that I was found among the num- 
ber that were attempting to restrain improperly the expenditures of 
the Government. The star service was one of the troubles; and the 
gentleman who thinks he sees a little fight over here and begins to 
rejoice over it is suddenly turned upon by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. CANNON] who stated that even that appropriation cannot 
be used to carry the postal service to his constituents, but that it has 
been used for other purposes. 

Mr. CONGER. That Cannon—— 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman did not allow me to interrupt him 
and I cannot yield. 

Mr. CONGER. That Cannon fired a shot into your camp. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of the gentleman frow 
Georgia has expired. 

Mr. SINGLETON. If we can get a little lull in the noise in the 
Hall and 1 can get gentlemen to listen patiently to what I say, I 
think I can put this matter on a proper basis, which cannot be done 
under the excitement which seems to sweep over this House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House will be in order and the 
Doorkeeper will see that order is preserved in the rear of the seats. 

Mr. SINGLETON. It will be remembered that the Committee on 
Appropriations in the original bill reported a deficiency of $1,500,000. 
In that report was not embraced an appropriation for the star serv- 
ice. The committee had no recommendation from the Department 
in favor of such appropriation. Indeed we had nothing trom any 
source indicating a disposition, either upon the part of the House or 
the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads, to put an appropriation 
for that star service into this deficiency bill. Consequently we made 
our report and made no provision for it. When we came into this 
House to our astonishment the chairman of the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads offered an amendment appropriating $700,000 
for that service without having given notice to the Committee on 
Appropriations or to the House, so far as know. It will be remem- 
bered that the House, by a decided vote, on a call of the yeas and 
nays, refused to appropriate that sum. ‘The bill went to the Senate, 
and the Senate in its wisdom thought proper to put upon the bill an 
appropriation of $500,000 for that star service. It came back and 
the bill with the Senate amendments was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. That committee recommended non-concurrence 
in the amendment and it came before the House in that shape. What 
then took place here is remembered. I know not what change came 
over the spirit of the dream of the House, but, upon a callof the yeas 
and nays, it concurred in the amendment appropriating $500,000 for 
this purpose. That is the history of the matter. Is the committee 
to blame? We recommended nou-concarrence. The House took the 
matter in its own hands and now the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
EDEN] arraigns the committee for their action upon this subject. 

Mr. EDEN. The gentleman is mistaken; I did not arraign the com- 
mittee. y 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Speaker, let us see how this thing has been 
done. There was, as I have stated, no recommendation by the _ 
master-General that this amount be appropriated or any other amou 
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. , - Mr. Brady, Sec- 
is purpose. I have before me a letter from Hon. M ady, & 
stant Postmaster-General, in which he uses this language : 
¢ : 
Pp General is not pressing this appropriation, but deems it proper 
t .- Postmdditional means should be provided I? additional service is wanted. 
This demand, therefore, for an appropriation does not come from 
the Post-Oflice Department, but it comes from the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. It was not brought before the Commit- 


| that the conference committes could consult about. 


tee on Appropriations ; it was offered as an amendment in the House, | 
yithout any report from the Department showing the necessity of it. | 


\ word now in regard to the necessity of this appropriation. After 
the bill was referred back to the committee, we sent for the Third 


Assistant Postmaster-General. He came before us, and I have his | 


written testimony, taken down at the time, because I saw that there 
would be differences between the members of the House upon this 
question. I read from his testimony: 

Mr. SINGLETON. a * all probable, in case we make the appropriation, that you 

» it judicious 
’ vr Brady thin ke it ould not be done. 

And he went on to state that not more than $250,000 could be judi- 
ciously expended during the remaining six months of the present 
fiscal year. Under these circumstances the Appropriations Commit- 
tee refused to make this appropriation. Now let me say that there 
is no man upon this floor more in favor of piving mail facilities to 
the people of this country than myself. voted last year for an 
appropriation of $700,000, but I am opposed to making an appropria- 
tion of $500,000 and throwing it at the head of the Postmaster-General 
and saying that he may use it when, where, and how it suits him, at 
his pleasure, without any restriction. The star service embraces 
every kind of service, except that of railroads. If you appropriate 
this amount of money in gross and place it under the Pustmaster- 
General, how do you know that he will use it on the needed star 
service? 
Post-Roads to frame a bill with such a provision in it as to secure to 
the people who most need it that service, but I do not think it proper 
to add this large sum to the bill without any recommendation from 
the Postmaster-General or the Post-Office Department. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to say in reference to the ac- 
tion of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads in reference 
to this matter that I gave notice that I would oppose in the House 
the recommendations of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. SINGLETON. While every member of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations is willing and anxious to give mail facilities to the 
country, we do not think it proper to put a gross sum of $500,000 in 
the hands of the Postmaster-General to be used as he may decide. 
That disposes of that item. 

Then $325,000 in another item, about which my friend from Illinois 
[Mr. EpEN] complains so bitterly, was appropriated by consent of 
this House for the continuation of the work on the new State Depart- 
ment building. It was in evidence before us that if we did not make 
this appropriaton at an early day the work on that building would 
cease and the men now employed there would go to their homes, and 
there would be a very heavy loss on the part of the Government. It 
was also in evidence that the Government was paying to-day $50,000 
a year as rent for offices, which amount is the interest, at 5 per cent., 
on $1,000,000. We therefore deemed it proper to anticipate the ap- 
propriations for the next year, at least to that extent, it being under- 
stood that this amount was to come out of the appropriations that 
were to be made for the next fiscal year. Therefore we concurred in 
the Senate amendment and so reported to the House, and the House 
agreed to the amendment. The House knew what it was doing. I 
doubt if my friend from Illinois [Mr. EDEN] did not vote for it. At 
least if he did not he was about the only one who did not do so, for 
there seemed to be no objection to it. This amount is to come out of 
the appropriations for the next year; it is so understood by the arch- 
itect and by all the parties interested. 

The amount embraced in the Senate amendments was $1,139,542.55. 
Of that amount—listen to this, gentlemen, if you please—this House 
allowed $967,169.26. The House itself by its own act acceded to the 
Senate amendments to the extent of $967,169.26. 

Mr. MORRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 


tion ? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Certainly. 

Mr. MORRISON. If I understand the state of this question, the 
House passed a deficiency bill which in round numbers appropriated 
a million or perhaps a million and a half of dollars and that went 
to the Senate. That body added to the bill another million of dollars. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The Senate added eleven hundred and odd 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. MORRISON. And the biJl then came back to the House, and 
the Honse agreed to $960,000 of the additions made by the Senate. 

Mr. SINGLETON. That is so. 

Mr. MORRISON. Then we sent the bill to a committee of confer- 
ence in order to adjust the matter with the Senate, and that com 


mittee comes back and says that the balance of the Senate amend- 
ments are ail right. 


Mr. SINGLETON. That is not so. 
Mr. MORRISON. Then tell me what was done. 


It is the duty of the Committee on the Post-Office and | 





Of that amount, 
as I stated in the beginning, the House conferees yielded $102,426.27, 
and the Senate yielded upon its part $69,504.93; leaving in favor of 
the Senate the amount of $32,961.31. 

Mr. MORRISON. Then we concede a million of what the Senate 
put on in the first place. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The House did it, not the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

Mr. MORRISON. 
House. 

Mr.SINGLETON. Not between the committee and the House; the 
committee had nothing to do with it; the House did it against the 
protest of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. MORRISON. And the Heuse is now asked to yield an addi- 
tional hundred thousand ? F 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes. 

Mr. MORRISON. The conferees on the part of the House have 
yielded that? 

Mr. SINGLETON. The conferees on the part of the House yielded 
that amount, and the Senate yielded $69,000 ; leaving a difference of 
only $32,000 in favor of the Senate. 

Mr. MORRISON. The Senate have yielded $69,000 of the eleven 
hundred and odd thousand that they originally added to the bill? 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes. The House, you with the rest of them I 


It was done between the committee and the 


| suppose, have voted the balance of it ; not the Committee on Appro- 


priations. 

Mr. MORRISON. I have yielded nothing. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Did you vote against the appropriations ? 

Mr. MORRISON. All the way through. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Then you are on the right line; you are right 
and with me exactly. But the committee is not to blame for this. 

Mr. MORRISON. Iam not blaming the committee. 

Mr. SINGLELON. The Committee on Appropriations reported 
against the amendments of the Senate, and the House took the mat- 
ter into their hands and said that they would appropriate the money 
nevertheless. Then what could the Committee on Appropriations do ? 
We had discharged our duty to the country. 

Now, in conclusion I want to say that I am not to be set down as 
opposed to granting mail service in every portion of the country where 
itis needed. I voted last year to appropriate $700,000 for that purpose. 
But I hold that we of the Committee on Appropriations, the money 
committee of the House, must scrutinize every item of appropriation ; 
we should know where the money is going, and not let it slip through 
our hands without understanding how it is to be used. 

In this case, believing that there could be framed a proper bill by 
which the star service could be regulated, which would grant the 
necessary mail facilities to every section of the country, I opposed 
putting the appropriation for that service on this bill, and think that 
it was unwise te do so. I now call the previous question. 

Mr. FOSTER. Iwouldlike tosay a word if the gentleman will permit. 

Mr. SINGLETON. If you open up this discussion again there will 
be forty others who will want to speak. I must insist upon the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question was 
ordered; which was upon agreeing to the report of the committee of 
conference. 

Mr. EDEN. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. EDEN. If the House should refuse to agree to this report and 
should not ask for another conference upon the bill, what would then 
be the condition of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Notice would be sent to the Senate that the House 
had disagreed to the report of the committee of conference ; and, if 
the House should not agree to another conference, then the bill would 
fail, so far as the action of the House is concerned. The Senate 
might then recede from all differences with the House. 

Mr. EDEN. Then I call for the yeas and nays on agreeing to the 
report. 

The question was taken on ordering the yeas and nays; and upon a 
division there were—ayes 26, noes 133. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. EDEN called for tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The report of the committee of conference was agreed to, there 
being—ayes 150, noes 33. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the report 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


BIENNIAL REGISTER. 
Mr. BALLOU. 
make a report. 
The SPEAKER. Is it a report of a public or a private nature? 
Mr. BALLOU. It is Senate bil No. 192, providing for the printing 
and distribution of the Biennial Register. The Committee on Print- 
ing have directed me to report it without amendment. 
The SPEAKER. It is a public bill, and this being Friday private 


Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing to 


mn SINGLETON. There was in controversy between the two | business is entitled to preference unless the House should decide other- 
ouses $172,373.29; that was all that there was in controversy ; all | wise. 
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Mr. BALLOU. I will merely say that some ten signatures of this 
document are in print, and unless this bill be i now the work 
will have to stop. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the bill will be consid- 
ered. 

There being no objection, the bill was read. It provides that in 
lieu of the number of copies of the Biennial Register now authorized 
by law to be printed, the Secretary of the Interior be directed to 
cause to be printed 2,500 copies of the work, to be distributed as fol- 
lows: To the President of the United States, 4 copies, 1 copy of which 
shall be for the library of the Executive Mansion; to the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, 2 copies; to each Senator, Representative, 
and Delegate in Congress, 1 copy ; to the Secretary of the Senate, 1 
copy ; to the Clerk of the House, 1 copy; to the library of the Sen- 
ate, 50 copies, of which 1 copy shall be supplied to each standing 
committee of the Senate; to the library of the House of Representa- 
tives, 75 copies, of which 1 copy shall be supplied to each standing 


committee of the House; to the Library of Congress, 25 copies; to | 


the Department of State, 250 copies; to the Treasury Department, 
150 copies; to the War Department, 50 copies; to the Navy Depart- 
ment, 20 copies; to the Department of Justice, 25 copies; to the Post- 
Office Department, 100 copies; to the Department of the Interior, 250 
copies; to the Department of Agriculture, 5 copies; to the Smith- 
sonian Institution, 4 copies; to the State library and State historical 
society of each State, and to the executive of each Territory, and to 
the designated depository of public documents in each congressional 
district in the United States, 1 copy each; and the remaining copies 
shall be kept by the Secretary of the Interior as a reserve, from which 
he may supply newly-created offices; and members of Congress, 1 
additional copy each. 

The second section provides that hereafter the lists directed by 
sections 198 and 510 of the Revised Statutes to be furnished by the 
several Departments and offices of the Government for the Biennial 
Register shall be made up to the last day of June of each year in 
which a new Congress is to assemble, and shall be filed as soon there- 
after as practicable in the Department of the Interior. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. BALLOU moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the morning 
hour begins at seven minutes before two o'clock. 
The committees will be called for business of a private nature. 
ESTATE OF SAMUEL P. FEARON, 


Mr. TUCKER, from the Committee of Ways and Means, reported 
a bill (H. R. No, 2138) anthorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay Mary Fearon and Jessie Crossen, executrices of Samuel P. Fea- 
ron, deceased, for certain registered United States bonds redeemed 
by the Government on forged assignments and power of attorney; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. TUCKER. If it be in order, I would like to have this bill con- 
sidered at the present time. 

The SPEAKER. If the point of order be made, the bill must go 
to the Committee of the Whole ; but if there be no objection, it can 
be considered now. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. EDEN. I think that this bill had better go to the Private Cal- 
endar. I make the point of order upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. The bill 
will be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- 
endar and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TUCKER. I am also instructed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to offer the following resolution, which I ask may be 
immediately considered : 


Resolved, That the Seéretary of the Treasury be requested to inform this House 


what steps have been taken by said Department to prosecute the claim or claims 


of the Government, or any rights, criminal or civil, arising out of the forgery of a 
power of attorney and of the assignments upon certificates of registered stock of 


the United States originally issued to Samuel P. Fearon, deceased, of Philadelphia, 


and that the Secretary be further requested to institute such legal proceedings as 
he shall be advised will be proper for the enforcement of the rights of the Govern- 


ment in the premises. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia asks consent that 


this resolution reported by the Committee ot Ways and Means may 


be considered at the present time. 


Mr. CONGER. Let it wait until there has been discussion on the 
bill; we shall then see what necessity there is for the adoption of 


the resolution. I object to its consideration now. 
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The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the resolution must lie 


over. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMpson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed without amendment a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 58) fixing the date on which the payment of twenty- 


one clerks to committees of the House of Representatives, who are 


paid during the session only, shall begin. 





DECEMBER 14, 


—— 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed, with , 
amendment in which the concurrence of the House was requested. a 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 56,) relative to reservoirs to promote the 
navigation of the Mississippi River. 





JAMES J. WARING. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee of Ways and Means 
reported back, with a recommendation that it pass, the bil! (H R 
No. 251) for the relief of James J. Waring, of Savannah, Georsia 

The bill was read. wilt 

Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order that this bill mus 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. The pjjj 
will be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal. 
endar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


t go to 


ESTATE OF JOHN 8. MILLER. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, also, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 535) for the relief of the ex. 
ecutors of the estate of John 8. Miller, with the recommendation that 
it do pass. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order that that bill must, under 
the rules, go to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. , 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Pri. 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed, 

EDWIN DE LEON. 

Mr. BLOUNT, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported 
back a bill (H. R. No. 1655) for the relief of Edwin De Leon, late 
United States consul-general in Egypt; and moved that that com- 
mittee be discharged from its further consideration and the same be 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MINERS’ NATIONAL BANK OF BRAIDWOOD, ILLINOIS. 


Mr. FORT, from the Committee on Banking and Currency, reported 
back a bill (H. R. No. 542) to change the location and name of the 
Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois, with the recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

The bill was read. 

The first section authorizes the Miners’ National Bank of Braid- 
wood, in the county of Will, and State of Illinois, to change its 
location to the city of Wilmington, in the county and State afore- 
said. Whenever the stockholders representing three-fourths of the 
capital of said bank, at a meeting called for that purpose, determine 
to make such change, the president and cashier shall execute a cer- 
tificate, under the corporate seal of the bank, specifying such deter- 
mination, and shall cause the same to be recorded in the oflice of ihe 
Comptroller of the Currency ; and thereupon such change ot loca- 
tion shall be effected, and the operations of discount, deposit, and 
such other lawful business of said bank as it may do, shall be carried 
on in the said city of Wilmington. 

The second section provides that nothing in this act contained 
shall he so construed as in any manner to release the said bank from 
any liahility or affect any action or proceeding in law in which the 
said bank may be a party or interested. And when such change 
shall have been determined upon as aforesaid, notice thereof, and of 
such change, shall be published in one weekly paper in the said city 
of Braidwood not less than four weeks. 

The third section provides that whenever the location of said bank 
shall have been changed from the city of Braidwood to the city of 
Wilmington, in accordance with the first section of this act, its name 
shall be changed to the Commercial National Bank of Wilmingion, 
if the board of directors of said bank shall accept of the new name 
by resolution of the board, and cause a copy of said resolution, duly 
authenticated, to be filed with the Comptroller of the Currrency. 

The fourth section provides that all the debts, demands, liabilities, 
rights, privileges, and powers of the Miners’ National Bank of Braid- 
wood shall devolve upon the Commercial National Bank of Wilming- 
ton whenever such change of name is effected. 7 ; 

The fifth section provides that this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 

Mr. FORT. This bill is in the usual form, and in fact it was draw 
up at the office of the Comptroller of the Currency. It has been sub- 
mitted to him and has received his approval. The bank is now lo- 
cated in a small mining town where there has been more or less 
violence, the bank having to be guarded by the police force. It is 
desirable to change its location to the county seat, and I see no ob- 
jection why it should not pass without reference to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection ? 

There was no objection. ; 

The bill was ordered to be en and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FORT moved to reconsider the vote by which the’ bill a 
pees and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


1877. 
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CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee of Claims, reported back the 
following, and moved that committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same and they be referred to the Committee on 
War Claims; which motion was agreed to: 

\ bill (H. R. No. 2003) for the relief of Roza O. Gantt ; | 

‘A bill (H. R. No. 1983) for the relief of Alvin Rose, of the city of 
Mrs potion ot Nicholas White, of Washington, District of Colum- 
hia. for compensation for loss sustained by him in consequence of the 
occupation, use, and partial destruction of certain property owned 
him at Newport News, Virginia, during the rebellion, by the 
jilitary authorities of the United States ; nar, 
~ The memorial of Colonel Henry Moore, for claim for personal prop- 
erty lost on shipboard during the late war, he being an oflicer of a 
volunteer regiment ; 

Petition and papers relating to the claim of John Twiggs, minor, 
against the United States ; 

“Memorial of Cave Hill College, Arkansas, asking compensation for 

lege buildings destroyed by United States troops in 1864; 

Memorial of the Presbyterian Church of Cave Hill, Arkansas; 

Petition of Mrs. M. V. Brown, for compensation for use and damage 
to Washington and Alexandria Turnpike Company ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1663) for the relief of James A. Stewart, of Ful- 
ton County, Georgia. 


by 


WILLIAM P. BURWELL. 


Mr. CUMMINGS, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 
adversely the memorial of William P. Burwell for pay for tobacco lost 
through the agency of the United States, and moved the same be laid 
upon the table and the report printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


J. W. WITHERSPOON AND JAMES SUFFELL. 


.Mr. CUMMINGS also, from the same committee, reported back ad- 
versely a bill (H. R. No. 342) for the relief of John Witherspoon and 
James Suffell, of Kentucky, and moved the bill be laid on the tabie 
andthe report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DURHAM. I understand that is an adverse report, and the 
motion is to lay upon the table. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and the adverse report ordered to be printed. 


BREWSTER & CO. 


Mr. OVERTON, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back 
the memorial of Brewster & Co. for refund of duties, and moved 
the committee be discharged from its further consideration and the 
same be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The motion was agreed to. 


OLD DOMINION STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 


Mr. DUNNELL, from the Committee on Commerce, reported bask 
a bill (H. R. No. 1272) for the relief of the Old Dominion Steamship 
Company, with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill and the report were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 


JOHN M. WARD. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee, from the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, reported back with an adverse recommenda- 
tion the bill (H. R. No. 1221) for the relief of John M. Ward, late 
postmaster at West Point, Georgia, and moved that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of the same, and that 
it be laid on the table, and the accompanying report printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM B. NANES & CO. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, by unanimous consent, from the Com- 
wittee on the Judiciary, reported the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the petition of William B. Nanes & Co., and accompanying 


Papers, how pending before the Committee on the Judiciary, be printed for the use 
of the committee. , 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
e resolution was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


th 


WAR CLAIMS. 


Moe I am instructed by the Committee of Claims to report 
—_ With the recommendation that it do pass the bill (H. R. No. 
497) making appropriations for the payment of claims reported to 
Congress under section 2 of the act approved June 16, 1874, by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. I ask that this bill be put uponits passage, 
and if I can have the attention of the House for a moment I will 
give a brief explanation of its nature. 
if ee CONGER, Before the discussion commences, I wish to say that 
this is a bill which should roperly be referred to the Committee of 
Mr — the Private Calendar I would like to have it go there. 
4 a DEN. If the gentleman from Michigan will allow me to make 
tement I think he will not insist on the point of order. 


Mr. EDEN, 


Mr. CONGER. 
is reserved. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s right is reserved. 

Mr. EDEN. I do not desire to-dispose of this bill at this time if 
there is any gentleman in the House who wants to examine or make 
any investigation in reference to it. It is a bill making appropria- 
tions to pay accounts for the quartermaster and commissary stores, 
which, under the act of July 4, 1864, the Quartermaster-General and 
Commissary-General are required to investigate and report to the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury. And under the act of 1874, instead 
of the claims being paid upon the verbal report of the accounting 
ofiicers of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Treasury is required to 
report them to Congress at the beginning of each session. ‘This bill 
embraces that class of claims. They were reported at the last session 
of Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury, but owing to their 
coming in so late the Committee on War Claims did not succeed in 
getting them acted on in the House. They embrace over four hun- 
dred claims, and amount in round numbers to $189,000. The accounts 
have all been proven up to the satisfaction of the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral or Commissary-General, as the case may be, and to the satisfac- 
tion of the accounting oflicers of the Treasury. 

The evidence is very voluminous, the evidence in some single cases 
amounting to several hundred pages. The Committeeon War Claims 
have given such attention to this evidence as they could. I have no 
doubt that a prima facie case is made out with reference to each claim, 
and I do not presume that if this matter were to go upon the Private 
Calendar, where a single objection would send it, any one would be 
any the wiser for it. It is utterly impossible for the committee ox 
anybody else to go through and make a searching investigation of the 
teStimony in each one of those claims; and if they did so | apprehend 
they could not do it with any more satisfactory results than it has 
been done by the proper ofticers charged with this duty and upon 
whose statement, until the act of 1574, this class of claims was paid. 

If any gentleman desires any further information on the subject, 
I will be pleased to give it; but, if no one desires delay, I should like 
to have action on the bill at this time. 

Mr. CONGER. After the explanation of the chairman of the com- 
mittee, I do not make the point of order on the bill. 

Mr. TUCKER. Does the bill make an appropriation ? 

Mr. EDEN. It simply appropriates what the accounting officers of 
the Treasury have passed upon. 

I have an amendment here which is necessary to correct two or 
three clerical errors. 

The amendment was read, and was agreed to. 

The biil,as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. EDEN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

RICHARD HEATER. 

Mr. KEIFER, from the Committee on War Claims, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 2139) making appropriations for the payment to Richard 
Heater, executor of John Heater, deceased, late of Londoun County, 
Virginia, of the sum therein named for value of stores and supplies 
taken and used by the United States Army; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. KEIFER. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and that, with the accompany- 
ing report, it be printed. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the bill be read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is to go on the Private Calendar, that 
being the motion of the gentleman who reports it. Does the gentle- 
man from Michigan desire it to be read notwithstanding ? 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir; notwithstanding. 

The bill was read. 

The motion of Mr. KEIrer was agreed to; and the bill was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

PHILIP ROHR. 


Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back, with an adverse recommendation, the petition of Philip Rohr, 
for relief, and moved that the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same, and that it be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PATENT 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 
1135) to authorize the issue of a patent of certain lands in the Broth- 
ertown reservation, in the State of Wisconsin, to the persons selected 
by the Brothertown Indians. 

Mr. CONGER. Let that bill be read. 

The bill was read, and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H, NEEDHAM. 


Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 694) 


I will do so if my right to make the point of order 


TO LANDS, 
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for the relief of William H. Needham, late second lieutenant of 
Company D, Twenty-second Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers. 

Mr. BRAGG. I ask that the bill be considered at this time. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War is authorized and 
directed to audit and Ry: from any money heretofore appropriated or hereafter 
to be appropriated, William H. Needham, late a second lieutenant in Company D, 
Twenty-second Regiment Iowa Infantry. the amount due for his services:and allow- 
ances as second lieutenant from the Sth of June, 1463, to the 11th of November, 
1863, at the rate allowed by law to officers of that grade in said service. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I raise the point of order that there is an ap- 
propriation in the bill, and that therefore it must go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. It provides for the payment of money heretofore 
appropriated, and therefore it comes within the rule. 

Mr. CONGER. I thought that it stated “hereafter to be appro- 
priated.’ 

' The SPEAKER. The gentleman was mistaken. 

Mr. BRAGG. Ithink if the gentlemen who raise the point of order 
against this bill will permit me to state the facts there would be no 
difficulty about the passage of this bill. It is the case of a sergeant 
who was mustered out of the service on the 5th day of June, 1863, in 
Chicago, and assigned to duty as second lieutenant and performed his 
duties in that capacity and was not able to be mustered in until the 
November following. For thirteen years he has been asking for his 
pay as a private soldier or a sergeant or an officer, and he asks of 
Congress at this late day that they shall give him the money which 
he earned as an officer, although he was not mustered into the service 
at that time. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. MILLS. I renew the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairsustains the point of order, and the bill 
is referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. MILLS said: I withdraw the objection which I made to the 
ena consideration of the bill for the relief of William H. Need- 
1am, reported from the Committee on Military Affairs by the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin, [Mr. BRaGG.] 

The SPEAKER. If there be no other objection, the bill will now 
be considered by the House. 

Mr. EDEN. Let the report be read. 

Mr. CONGER. I would suggest to the gentleman from Wisconsin 
{ Mr. BraGG] that he amend the bill so as to say “ out of any money 
not otherwise appropriated.” 

Mr. BRAGG. I am willing that the amendment should be offered ; 
it is not in my power to accept it. 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the report having been called for, 
it will now be read. 

The report was read. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to strike out the words “ heretofore appro- 
priated or hereafter to be appropriated” and to insert in lieu thereof 
the words “in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be en and read a 
third time ; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as 
amended, was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


. 


ALTIMIRAL BRONSON. 


Mr. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported adversely 
upon the petition of Altimiral Bronson, asking to be allowed arrears 
of pay and bounty due her deceased husband, Eurich Bronson, of 
Company D, First Tennessee Light Artillery, in the war of the late 
rebellion; and the same was laid upon the table, and the report 
ordered to be printed. 

MRS. JANE JAMESON. 


On motion of Mr. BRAGG, the Committee on Military Affairs was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of Mrs. Jane 
Jameson, of Green County, Missouri, asking for relief; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


MRS. MARTHA ANN LACHMAN, 


On motion of Mr. BRAGG, the Committee on Military Affairs was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of Mrs. 
Martha Ann Lachman; and the same was referred to the Committee 
on War Claims. 


WILLIAM KLEINGOLZ. 


On motion of Mr. BRAGG, the Committee on Military Affairs was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of William 
Kleingolz; and the same was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

LIEUTENANT CHARLES WILKINSON. 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, — back the bill (H. R. No. 119) to remove the charges 
against Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson, late of Company K, Seventy- 
third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, on file in the War Depart- 
ment, and asked that the same be considered at this time. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House resentative. ‘ : 
America in _SS assembled, That the Adjutant General’ ia weet Stata : 
and directed to remove the charges against Charles Wilkinson, late ‘an oo 
Company K, Seventy-third Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, from ivtes ra 
of the Department. ats 

Mr. KELLEY. Is there a report in this case ? 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, There is. 

Mr. KELLEY. Then let it be read. 

The report was read. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I move to amend the bil] } 
ing out the words “ Seventy-third ” and inserting in lieu the 
words “ One hundred and two.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a thir) 
time ; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. F 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, moved to reconsider the yote jy 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to recon. 
sider be laid on the table. : 

The latter motion was to. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I now move to amend the title o: 
the bill so as to conform to the bill itself, by striking out the wonis 
“ Seventy-third ” and inserting in lieu thereof the words “ One hyp. 
dred and two.” 

The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WOOD. Has the morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. WOOD. Then I move to proceed to the consideration ef busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the gentleman to yield to me to introduce g 
bill for reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is under some obligation to the gentlé. 
man from Tennessee [Mr. BriguT] to recognize him for that purpose 

Mr. WOOD. I will yield. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MURFREESBOROUGH, TENNESSEE. 

Mr. BRIGHT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
2140) making an appropriation for the benefit of the Presbyterian 
church at Murfreesborough, Tennessee ; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Y Strik. 
reof the 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Woop; and 
upon a division—ayes 131, noes 17—it was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr.WILSON. I ask the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Hamittoy} 
to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I will do so. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. HAMILTON. On that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, there being but 4 in the 
affirmative. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The House has resolved to proceed to the con- 
sideration of business on the Speaker’s table. 


FORESTRY. 
The first business on the Speaker’s table was the following message 
from the President: 
To the House of Representatives : 
I transmit herewith a special report upon the subject of forestry by the Commis 
sioner of Agriculture with the sceemnpanying documents. R. B. HAYES 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, December 13, 1877. ; 


The message with the accompanying documents was referred to the 

Committee on Agriculture, and the message was ordered to be printed 
STATISTICAL ATLAS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was a letter from the Sec 
tary of the Interior, recommending the issue of four thousand addi 
tional copies of the Statistical Atlas of the United States ; which w# 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

OSAGE INDIANS. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was a letter from the 5 
retary of the Interior, transmitting an estimate for an appropmav® 
to pay the Osage Indians; which was referred to the Committee 
Appropriations. 

PAY OF INFORMERS, ETC. 

The next business on the Speaker's table was a letter from the See: 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting a detailed report of sums allow ‘ 
as compensation to officers of customs and informers for the — 
year ending June 30, 1877; which was referred to the Committee 
Ways and Means. 

INVESTIGATION OF CUSTOMS SERVICE. _ 

The next business on the Speaker's table was a letter from = ve 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting a communication from Co Mt 
Arthur, of the port of New York, in relation to investigations ° 
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: 3 service by commissions authorized by the act of August 15, 
cove; which was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


ADVERTISING IN INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 


The next business on the Speaker's table was a letter from the Sec- 
tary of the Interior, in relation to newspaper advertising in the 
Interior Department; which was referred to the Committee on 


Printing. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair in every instance gives preference to 
private bills on a Friday unless the House decides otherwise. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Do not these bills come back to us as bills from 
the Senate? Is not this a bill from the Senate? 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; it is a House bill with Senate amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Very true; but House bills with Senate amend- 
ments are bills from the Senate. One branch of the business to be 
considered under this order is bills and resolutions from the Senate 
on their first and second reading that they may be referred to com- 
mittees and put under way. This bill comes back from the Senate, 
and it should be referred to a committee if the objection is raised. I 
raised that objection and proposed to move its reference. 

The SPEAKER. There are two rules which bear upon this case. 
The Chair will read them 


INSPECTION OF MONEY ACCOUNTS. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was a letter from the 
secretary of War, transmitting re ports of the inspection of money 
accounts; Which was referred to the Committee on Expenditures in 
the War Department. 

MAJOR-GENERAL SCHUYLER HAMILTON. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting the record on the military services of 
Major-General Schuyler Hamilton; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

MILITARY WAGON-ROAD. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was a letter from the 
gecretary of War, in relation to a military wagon-road from Trinidad, 
Colorado, to Taos, New Mexico; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

BUFFALO SHIP-CHANNEL COMPANY. 


The next business on the Speaker's table was a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting an estimate of cost of work done by 
the Buffalo Ship-Channel Company ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 


Friday in every week shall be set apart for the consideration of private bills and 
private business in preference to any other, unless otherwise determined by a 
majority of the House. 

By another rule it is provided that— 


After one hour shall haves been devoted to reports from committees and resolu 
tions, it shall be in order, pending the consideration or discussion thereof, to enter 
tain a motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the business on the 
Speaker's table. 


With reference to that rule, the Digest makes this statement: 


It is an invariable practice, too, to permit a member, upon the expiration of the 
morning hour, to take the floor, even thongh another may be occupying it, to make 
the motion to proceed to business on the Speaker's table. 


Now, when the House has adopted a motion to proceed to business 
on the Speaker’s table, it has certainly determined against the con- 
sideration exclusively of private bills, and has placed itself under the 


R yAL OF WRECKS NEAR DELAWARE BREAKWATER. ; , 7 . : 
anoval OF operation of Rule 54, which provides that— 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was a letter from the Sec- 
retary of War, transmitting a report on the removal of the wrecks 
from the harbor formed by the Delaware breakwater; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


The motion to go to business on the Speaker's table being decided in the affirma 
tive, the Speaker shall dispose of it in the following order, namely : 

First. Messages and other executive communications. 

Second. Messages from the Senate, and amendments proposed by the Senate to 


bills of the House. 
FRENCH EXPOSITION IN 1878. 


The next business on the Speaker's table was the amendments of 
the Senate to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the in- 
ternational industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. The amendments of the Senate will be read. 

Mr. HAMILTON. What effect will an objection to this bill have ? 

The SPEAKER. None. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Woop] is on the floor. The amendments will be read. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I propose to make a motion to refer these amend- 
ments of the Senate to the Committee on Fofeign Affairs, unless an 
objection will throw the whole thing over, in which case I propose to 
object. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is within the control of the majority of 
the House. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Then I propose when the proper time comes to 
move to refer the bill. ’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman fro 
Indiana in every appropriate motion. 

The amendments of the Senate were read, as follows: 

Page 1, line 10, after “ resolution” strike out ‘‘ be authorized to” and insert “ by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate shall.” 

Page 2, line 5, strike out “ provided that.” 

Page 2, lines 5 and 6, strike out “ said commissioners ” and insert “‘ whom.” 

Page 2, line 11, strike out “ to” and insert ‘ who shall be assistant commissioner- 


general and shall perform the duties of commissioner-general in case of his death 
or disability, and shall.” 


face 2, line 16, strike out “1,000” and insert ** 1,200.” 


: Page 2, line 17, after “ commissioner-general” insert ‘“‘ which shall not exceed 
10,000. 


tage 2, line 18, strike out “ shall" and insert “ may.” 
Page 2, line 18, strike out “may.” . 
line 22, after ‘ upon” insert “ such.” 
Page 2, line 23, after “subjects” insert ‘‘as the commissioner-general may 


The first classification having been proceeded with and exhausted, 
this bill comes up under the second classification. 

Mr. WOOD. I now ask fora vote on my motion. 

Mr. HAMILTON. But Mr. Speaker, what is the effeet-—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will listen to parliamentary inquiries. 

Mr. COX, of New York. This is the first time I have ever known 
a bill of this nature to come up on a private-bill day when objection 
has been made. 

The SPEAKER. The rule providing for private-bill day or for 
private business on a Friday as has been read permits the House to 
choose. It says distinctly that character of businessshall have pref- 
erence on Friday unless the House shall otherwise order. ‘The House 
has otherwise ordered and decided to go to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr, GARFIELD. This is no new thing; we have seen it done in 
this House a hundred times. 

The SPEAKER. There is no difficulty in this matter, for it is 
within the power of the majority of the House to decide what shall 
be done. The majority has decided by going to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Thematter has not been left to the House. 
The House has not been permitted to decide. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs the gentleman’s pardon, for the 
House did determine by a majority vote to go to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. FORT. On the Private Calendar? 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; there is no Private Calendar on the 
Speaker's table. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The House did not prefer to take up this 
bill. They said we will go to the business upon the Speaker’s table. 
There was no vote to set aside private business and take up any other 
character of business. I say this with all due respect to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Rule 54 provides clearly for the manner in which 
the Chair shall bring to the attention of the House the business on 
the Speaker’s table. But the House has this matter within its own 
control. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The Chair has not given the House the 
opportunity to pass upon that. That is my point. 

The SPEAKER. In what respect ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Simply after going to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table he has seen fit to give preference to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the rule to be again read, 
because he is so convinced of the accuracy and correctness of his 
decision he thinks when it comes to be understood there can be no 
dispute in the matter. 

Mr. WOOD. This has been done often before. The House, how- 
ever, has decided to go to the business on the Speaker’s table, and we 
have proceeded with its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 54. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

54. After one hour shall have been devoted to reports from committees and rese- 
lutions, it shall be in order, pending the consideration or discussion thereof, to en- 
tertain a motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the business en the 











Page 4, line 3, after “ cost” insert “ under regulations to be prescribed by the 
commissioner-general."’ 


Page 4, line 3, strike out “the” and insert “such.” 
Page 4, line 3, strike out “which” and insert ‘*as.” 
- age 4, strike out after “ United States,"’ in line 4, down to and including line 


Page 4, lines 26 and 27, strike out “instructed and.” 


Mr. WOOD. I move that the House concur in the amendments of 
the Senate, and on that motion I call the previous question. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I raise the point of order that it is not in 
order to consider this bill on private-bill day. 

The SPEAKER. That possibly might perhaps have been a point of 
order if it had been taken in time. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I did raise the objection in time. I objected to 
the consideration of the bill at this time. 
: _ SPEAKER. But that was after the motion to go to business 
: the Speaker's table had been carried. The Chair, upon reflection, 
‘ = not think that the point was admissible at any rate. 
d Mr. MILLS. May there not be on the Speaker's table business of 
agi ate character and also business of a public character; and might 

not be legitimate only to go to the Speaker’s table for something 
germane to the work of this day? 
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Speaker's table, and to the orders of the day, which being decided in the affirma- 


The question was taken; and the 
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tive, the Speaker shall dispose of the business on his table in the following order. | voting 76; as follows : 


The SPEAKER. Now the House will see at once that that last | 
clause, “which being decided in the affirmative the Speaker shall 
dispose of business on his table in the following order,” is mandatory 
on the Speaker. Then follows the order just heretofore read. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the House resolved to proceed to the consideration of the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker's table. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order as the order of the 
House has been partly executed. 

Mr. WOOD. I now ask for a vote on my motion to concur in the 
Senate amendments. : 
Mr. CONGER. I think the ruling of the Chair, if the Chair will 

permit me to make the remark—— 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. CONGER. I think the rule which the Speaker has read refers 
to general business on other days. I think there may be a complete 
compliance with the rule which the Speaker has read if the business 
be confined to private business, to the private business which may 
be upon the Speaker’s table. There may be messages, there may be 
documents, there may be bills upon the Speaker’s table of a private 
nature, and when the House goes to business on the Speaker's table 
on Friday, that business should be taken up in preference and in its 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to interpose just there 

Mr. CONGER. But I wish to say merely this: I do not wish to 
take exception to the ruling of the Chair or to appeal from his de- 
cision. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think the gentleman does. 

Mr. CONGER. But I think that ruling will compel objection to 
going into business on the Speaker’s table on Friday for the reason it 
will bring public business before private business. 

The SPEAKER. Only such as is on the Speaker’s table. The rule 
itself applies to Friday distinctly, because it is provided “ Friday 
in every week shall be set apart for the consideration of private bills 
and private business in preference to any other, unless otherwise 
determined by a majority of the House.” 

Mr. MILLS. I move the House adjourn; and on that demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. SAYLER. I desire to submit this proposition in support of the 
r~osition taken by the Chair, which is unquestionably correct. The 

louse may at any time on Friday, if it sees fit, by a majority vote 

postpone private business, and may then take up public business. 
After the discharge of certain public business it may again revert to 
private business. Now, the action of the House to-day in going to 
the Speaker’s table was certainly the postponement for the time being 
of the private business of the day. It was entirely within the power 
of the House to go to the Speaker’s table, and going to the Speaker’s 
table the Speaker can do nothing else except follow the rule as to the 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. MILLs] that the House do now adjourn. 

The question being put, there were—ayes 30, noes 140, 

Mr. MILLS. I call for the yeas and nays. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays, there were ayes 23, 
not one-fifth of the last vote. 

Mr. MILLS. Count the cther side. 

The other side being counted, there were 131 noes. 

So (the affirmative not being one-fifth of the whole vote) the yeas 
and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Would it be in order to debate this bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] has 
demanded the previous question. If the House should vote down 
the demand for the previous question it will then be in order to de- 
bate the bill. 

Mr.COX, of New York. Does my colleague propose to allow debate? 

Mr. WOOD. I insist on the call for the previous question. 

Mr. COX, of New York. We have had a deficiency bill to-day and 
this will make another of the same kind. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; | 
which was on concurring in the Senate amendments. 

Mr. MILLS. I wish to ask, for information, if it is true that the 
Senate has struck out all that portion of the joint resolution which 
provided for the exhibition of the agricultural products of the coun- 
try. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to answer the question. 

Mr. HAMILTON. The Senate has stricken out all that is national | 
in it. 

Mr. EDEN. I ask for a separate vote on the Senate amendment 
which increases the appropriation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised there is no such amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The total amount is the same. 

The SPEAKER. If no separate vote is called for, the question 
will be on concurring in the lenete amendments as a whole. 

Mr. COX, of New York. On that question I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 








Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Bacon 


| Ballou, 


Bayne, 
Blair, 


| Brentano, 
| Brewer, 


Bridges, 
Bundy, 
Burdick, 
Cain, 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Chittenden, 
Claflin, 
Clark, Rush 
Cole, 
Conger, 
Covert, 
Cox, Jacob D. 
Crapo, 
Cummings, 
Cutler, 
Danford, 
Davis, Horace 
Deering, 
Denison, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
Eames, 


Atkins, 
Baker, John H. 
Banning, 
Bell, 
Benedict, 
Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Boone, 
Bragg, 
Bright, 
Brogden, 
Browne, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 


Caldwell, John W. 


Caldwell, W. P. 
Candler, 
Chalmers, 

Clark, Alvah A. 
Clark of Missouri, 
Cobb, 


Bagley, 
paler W. 4H. 
Banks, 
Beebe, 
Bisbee, 
Bliss, 
Bouck, 
se de 
riggs, 
a 
Butler, 


Caswell, 


Clarke of Kentucky, 


Clymer, 
Darrall, 
Davis, Joseph J. 
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YEAS—124, 


Eickhoff, 
Field, 
Forney, 
Freeman, 
Gartield, 
Gibson, 
Hale, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harmer, 
Harris, B. W. 
Harrison, 
Hart, 
Haskell, 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
Henkle, 
Henry, 
Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Hubbell, 
Humpbrey 
Hungerford, 
Ittner, 
James, 
Joyce, 
Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Kimmel, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 


Lathrop, 
Loring, 
Marsh, 
McCook, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe, 


O'Neill, 
Overton, 
Pacheco, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Patterson, T. M. 
Peddie, 

Phelps, 

Phillips, 
Pollard, 


Ross, 
Sampson, 


Sapte, 


NAYS—92. 


Collins, 

Cook, 

Cox, Samuel 8. 
Cravens, 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 
Davidson, 
Dibrell, 

Dickey, 
Durham, 

Eden, 

Elam, 

Errett, 
Evans,James L. 
Ewing, 
Felton, 
Fort, 
Fran 
Garth, 
Ganse, 


Giddings, 
ne 
Hamilton, 


, 


8, 
Harris, John T. 
Hartzell, 
Hatcher, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Herbert, 
House, 
Jones, J. T. 
——. John §. 
enna, 
Knott 


Ligon, 
Maish’ 
Me ham 
McKenzie, 


McMahon, 
Mills, 


NOT VOTING—‘%6. 


Douglas, 
Ellis, 
Elisworth, 


Jones, Frank 
Jorgensen, 
Killinger, 


Evans, I. Newton Knapp, 


Evins, John H. 
Finley, 
ee 

re, 
Feller, 
Gardner, 
Glover, 
Gunter 
Hartridge, 
Hayes, 
Hendee, 
Hiscock, 
Hooker, 
Hunter, 
Hunton, 


Leonard, 
Lindsey, 
Lockwood, 
Luttrell, 


Powers, 
Pridemore, 


Rice, William W. 


re were—yeas 124, nays 92, not 


Schleicher, 
Sexto 


n, 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls, 

Starin, 
Stewart, 

Stone, John W 
Stone, Joseph C. 
Strait, 


Swann, 
Thompson, 
Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M | 
Van Vorhes, 
Veeder, 

Walsh, 

Ward, 

Warner, 
Watson, 

Welch, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael p 
Williams, A. § 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C. G 
Williams, Richard 
Willis, B. A. 
Wood, 

Wren, 

Young. 


Muldrow, 
Randolph, 

Rea, 

Reagan, 
Reilly, 

Rice, Americus ¥ 
Robertson, 
Shelley, 
Singleton, 
Slemons, 
Sparks, 
Stenger, 
Throckmorton, 
‘Townshend, Rk. W 
Tucker, 
Turney, 
Walker, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, James 
Willis, Albert 8. 
Wilson, 
Wright, 
Yeates. 


Riddle, 

Robbins, 
Robinson, Milton § 
Ryan, 

Scales, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, William E. 
Southard, 
Springer, 

Steele, 
Stephens, 
Thornbargh, 
Tipton, 

Turner, 


Vance, 
Waddell, 

Wait, ; 
Williams, Jere . 
Willits. 


So the amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made. 

Mr. SPRINGER. On this question I am paired with the gentlewa 
from Massachusetts, Mr. BANKS. If he were here, he would vote “ay 
and I should vote “ no.” 

Mr. FINLEY. I am paired with the gentleman from Massachv- 
setts, Mr. Ric. I would vote “no;” he would vote “ay.” f 

Mr. HUNTON. On this question I am paired with the gente 
man from Maine, Mr. Frye. I would vote “no;” Mr. FRYE wows 


vote “ ay.” 


Mr. CARLISLE. On this question I am paired with the geat 
I would vote “no;” he wou 


man from Maine, Mr. Powers. 


vote “ay.” 


Mr. EDEN. My colleague from Illinois, Mr. Knapp, is paired 
all political questions with my colleague, Mr. Boyb. ee 
Mr. VANCE. I am paired with the gentleman from Micliz* 
Mr. WituiTs. If present, he would vote “ay” and I would vo" 


“ no.” 


Mr. ROBBINS. I am paired with Mr. ELLSWORTH, 
If he were present, I would vote “no.” My 


of Michiga.. 


colleague from Nort) 


Carolina, Mr. STEELE, is paired with Mr. Norcross, of Massachusetlt 
Mr. STEELE would vote “no.” My colleague, Mr. Davis, is p™ 


with Mr. Linpsry, of Maine. 
Mr. GLOVER. 
If he were present, he would vote “ay 


Mr. Davis would vote “no.” 


I am paired with Mr. Morse, of Massachus¢t'® 


” and I should vote “10.” 





see 
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Mr. RIDDLE. I desire to state that I am paired with Mr. Reep. 
If present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote “ no.” 

Mr. FULLER. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. Hunrer. If 
Mr. HUNTER were present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote 
Mr BRIGGS. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. Jones. If 
present, he would vote “no” and I should vote “ ay.” 

Mr. BURCHARD. About an hour ago the entleman from Arkan- 
sas, Mr. GUNTER, desired me to pair with him, and informed me 
that he was called to the bedside of a dying friend. This subject 
was not particularly mentioned, but I shall decline to vote. If I did 
vote, I should vote say.” e 7 ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I desire to state that Mr. Walt, of 
Connecticut, is paired with Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama. 

Mr. HAYS. am paired upon this question with Mr. Evins, of 
South Carolina. ‘ 5 Ss é 

Mr. CLYMER. I am paired upon this question with the gentle- 
man from Illinois, Mr. Trpton. If he were present, he would vote 
“ay” and I should vote “ no.” 

Mr. PAGE. I desire to state that Iam paired upon this question 
with the gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. ScaLes. If he were 
present, he would vote “no” and I should vote “ ay.” 

* Mr. NORCROSS. I am paired upon this question with Mr. STEELE, 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. MULDROW. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Man- 
NING, is paired with Mr. CALKINS on this subject. 

Mr. MCGOWAN. I am paired on this question with the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, Mr. TURNER. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ments of the Senate were concurred in; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was the joint resolution 
Hi. R. No. 56) relative to reservoirs to promote the navigation of the 
Mississippi River, returned from the Senate with an amendment. 
The joint resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas in the preliminary report of Major F. U. Farquhar, relative to reser- 
voirs upon the headwaters of the Mississippi River, submitted February 4, 1875, 
the practicability of creating such adequate reservoirs for the purpose of controlling 
extreme floods and regulating the volume of water in the Upper Mississippi River 
is fully established, it appearing from said report that said reservoirs will command 
a water-shed of twenty thousand square miles and hold ninety-six and a half bill- 
on cubie feet of water, less than one-half of which will maintain a good navigable 
stage of water until July 1, the low-water season not occurring until later, and one- 
halt of the residue, discharged at the rate of twenty-five hundred cubic feet per 
econd, for one hundred and fifty-three days of low water, will insure good navi- 
gation for the entire season ; onl 

Whereas it is alleged by parties familiar with the geography and topography of 
he headwaters of the Saint Croix, Chippewa, and Wisconsin Rivers (tributaries 
of the Mississippi River) that a much larger area of flowage and water-shed can be 
ecured by means of dams at the headwaters of said rivers, and at considerably 
ss cost, which will serve the double purpose of regulating and improving the 
avigation of said tributaries, as well as the Mississippi: Vherefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
i Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, requested 
to make such preliminary examination of the headwaters of the Saint Croix, Chip- 
pewa, and Wisconsin Rivers, in the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin, as is con- 
sistent with his service, to determine the extent and practicability of reservoirs 
pon the same, and report to this Congress the result of such examination, together 
ith a compilation of all information and reports in his office bearing upon the 
subject of reservoirs, by February 15 proximo, or as early thereafter as practicable. 


The amendment of the Senate was to strike out the preamble. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the House concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 
CHANGING THE NAME OF VESSEL. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 315) 
authorizing the changing of the name of the ship Samuel G. Reed. 

The bill received its several readings, and was passed. 

AMOS IRELAND. 
rhe next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 99) for 
he relief of the estate of Amos Ireland, deceased ; which was read a 
lirst and second time. 


Mr. EDEN. I think that bill had better go to the proper commit- 
a aud I move that it be referred to the Committee of Claims, not 
to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 


he motion was agreed to. 
- EDWIN A. CLIFFORD. 
The next business on the Speaker's table was the bill (S. No. 145) 


a ae relief of Edwin A. Clifford ; which was read a first and second 


cuit. EDEN. I move that that bill be referred to the Committee of 


The motion was agreed to. 
NANCY S. LEDFORD. 
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The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 225) | reference. 


to repeal an act entitled “An act for the relief of Nancy 8. Ledford,” 
approved March 3, 1871. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the act entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of 
Nancy 8. Ledford,” approved March 3, 1871, be, and the same is hereby, repealed 

Mr. EDEN. Is there any appropriation in that bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that this bill be allowed 
to remain on the Speaker’s table until it can be found to what com- 
mittee it can be appropriately referred. 

Mr. EDEN. That is what I wish. I wish it to be referred to the 
appropriate committee. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by finding out by examin- 
ation to which committee the bill should properly be referred, and 
the bill will remain upon the Speaker’s table. 

ALBERT TOWLE. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 53) for 
the relief of Albert Towle, postmaster at Beatrice, Nebraska; which 
was read a first and second time, and (on motion of Mr. EDEN) re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
upon the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House of the 
following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes. 

SCHOONER MINNIE. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 65) to 
change the name of the schooner Minnie to the Carteret; which was 
read a first and second time, and (on motion of Mr. REAGAN) referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


ENOCH TOTTEN. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (8S. No. 171) 
for the relief of Enoch Totten, administrator of the estate of Will- 
iam O. Lloyd, deceased ; which was read a first and second time, and 
(on motion of Mr. EDEN) referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

EXPENDITURES IN THE NAVY. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 304) 
to regulate expenditures in the Navy; which was read a first and 
second time, and (on motion of Mr. WHITTHORNE) referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

ADVANCES FOR NAVAL APPROPRIATION. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 268) 
authorizing the general account of advances for naval appropria- 
tions ; which was read a first and second time, and (on motion of 
Mr. WHITTHORNE) referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

J. M. MICOW. 

The next business on the Speaker's table was the bill (8. No. 32) for 
the relief of the estate of J. M. Micow; which was read a first and 
second time, and (on motion of Mr. EDEN) referred to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

COMMANDER EDMUND 0. MATTHEWS. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was the joint resolu- 
tion (S. No. 3) authorizing Commander Edmund O. Matthews, of the 
United States Navy, to accept a gilt tea-pot from the Emperor of 
Siam; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I suppose there will be no objection to the 
passage at this time of this joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was then read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
joint resolution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EMBEZZLEMENT IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 412) 
to punish embezzlement in the District of Columbia and to protect 
the records of said District, and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. This is a very important bill, and I 
ask that it be put upon its passage now. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read at length, after which the 
Chair will ask for objections to the present consideration. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
be examined ' 
referred t« 

The 

or 


is is a very important bill, and I think it shonld 
» committee of this House. I move that it be 
ittee on the Judiciary. 
It relates to the District of Columbia. 
I know that; but it also relates to a question of 
.., 01 hoy, # man should be punished for embezzlement in the Dis 
trict of Columbia. 


The SPEAKER. It is for the House to determine the question of 
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Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I move to refer it tothe Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HENDEE. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. But- 
LER] have any objection to the bill? 

Mr. BUTLER. I have objections to its being passed now. First, 
the bill provides that if any man shall improperly remove any paper 
or record from its place in the District of Columbia he shall be pun- 
ished upon conviction by fine and imprisonment, or both. I simply 
want to have this bill examined by some committee of this House. 
The provisions of the bill strike me as being very broad, and not so 
carefully drawn as they should be. Of course nobody has any objec- 
tion to the general scope of the bill to prevent embezzlement or wrong- 
doing. But weshould see to it that under this bill great wrong should 
not be done to the citizen. 

Mr. HENDEE. I think, Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman had exam- 
ined the bill carefully he would make no objection to it. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is exactly what I want to do. 

Mr. HENDEE. There is a necessity at this time for the enactment 
of a law of this character. In this District there is no law of any 
kind whatever to punish for the crime of embezzlement ; and in order 
to prevent the commission of such crime in this District it has be- 
come absolutely necessary to have some sort of a law on the subject. 

This bill, which was introduced in the Senate, has been examined 
and passed there. It was carefully drawn and has been very carefully 
considered. It does not, as the gentleman supposes it does, punish 
for “improperly” taking papers, but for stealing papers. If the 
papers belong to the individual who has taken them of course it is no 
theft; but if they belong to the District government or to any other 
party than the one who takes them wrongfully, then certainly there 
ought to be some law by which that party can be punished; and I 
will say it is the desire of the authorities that some law should be 
passed immediately. 

If this bill goes to a committee it must lie over some weeks before 
it can be considered at all, and great hardship will be the result. 
Certain papers, plats, maps, and other property of this District are 
to-day perhaps in the hands of a party to whom they do not belong. 
If they do belong to him, then as a matter of course this bill will not 
affect him and his rights; and if they belong to the District govern- 
ment they should be delivered, as they must be under this bill, upon 
a demand by the commissioners. Hence the necessity of the bill, so 
far as that section is concerned. The other sections are general. 

I hope the gentleman will withdraw his objection to the passage 
of the bill now. At present the work of surveying, platting, and 
mapping this city, either for public or private purposes, is almost 
entirely stopped because certain necessary papers cannot be reached 
unless some law of this character be passed and passed immediately. 
I hope the bill will not be referred, and that the House will see fit to 
pass it. 

Mr. BUTLER. This District has gone on about seventy-five years 
past without such a law as this oad I think it will survive without 
it the next three weeks. That is the first answer to the gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. HENDEE.] The second answer is that, if any- 
body now has any property of any description belonging to this Dis- 
trict, this bill will not help the matter, because you cannot punish 
any man ex post facto. Whoever has already taken property wrong- 
fully cannot be punished under this bill, if there was no law to pun- 
ish him at the time when the offense was committed. 

Mr. HENDEE. Will the gentleman allow me to make a single 
suggestion ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. HENDEE. This bill does not punish or attempt to punish any- 
body tor any past crime; but it provides that the District commis- 
sioners may make demand of any person who has property belonging 
to the District, and if he refuses to give it up and it turns out to be 
the property of the District, he may be punished for the retention. 

Mr. BUTLER. Oh! That is just the trouble I found with the bill. 
I was coming to that. 

Mr. HENDEE. It is not what the gentleman stated. 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not state the whole trouble. Legislation of 
this character should be very carefully drawn. This is the proposi- 
tion: If a man has property of the District under any claim of right 
and if the District demands it, then he is to be punished under this 
bill for stealing it, if he does not give it up. Well, that is pretty 
hard. Suppose a man claims, as a matter of right, a piece of prop- 
erty; the District commissioners demand it; then instead of going 
into a court of law to determine the title, they put the man in the 
State-prison, if be happens to be wrong on his legal title. 

But 1 said to the House, stating the language as it caught my ear 
during the reading by the Clerk, that by this bill “ impreperly” dis- 
posing of papers was made acrime. Let us see whether 1 am right. 
I hold the bill in my hand; and it provides— 

If any clerk or employé in the service of any person, firm, association, or corpo- 
ration within the District of Columbia, embezzles or wrongfully converts to his own 
use or fraudulently takes away or secretes with intent to embezzle or frandulently 


convert to his own use, or shall knowingly and willfully, improperly or wrong- 


fully— 


Mr. HENDEE. Strike out the word “improperly.” 

Mr. BUTLER. I agree that the word ought to be strack out; I 
want to strike it out; but I am not accustomed to amending with 
one foot in the stirrup penal bills proposing punishment by imprison- 
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ment. Therefore I ask that the bill be sent to the Law Committ. 
of this House, simply to see what amendment the bill may require: 
and after we have examined it, we will report it back with or wit), 
out amendments. That is all lask. I never heard of this )jj| until 
I heard it read to-day ; and when I did hear it read, it struck me a 
improper. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. It proposes to prosecute th, 
action of trover and conversion by indictment. 7 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. And the second section is like unto the 
first—only stronger, as one of my colleagues on the Judiciary (oy. 
mittee suggests. The third section iseven worse, because it proposes 
punishment in regard to any old records of the city of Washingto, 
going back to the time when this cit? was founded ; 80 that if awa, 
has in his possession an old map which once belonged to the city 
and somebody demands it of him, he is put in the State prison jf 
does not give it up. 

Mr. WOOD. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. WOOD. I make the point of order that this is simply a ques. 
tion of reference, and that discussion is not in order on the merits o; 
the proposition. I understand the motion is to refer it to the Cop. 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken. The bill is befor 
the House and the gentleman from Massachusetts moves to refer j; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, which opens the subject to debate 
on its merits. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I thought I really had the flog 
and had the right to make the motion on it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asked for the consideration of thy 
bill. The Chair directed the bill to be read; the bill was before the 
House and it was quite competent for the gentleman from Massacliu- 
setts to move to commit the bill, and having done so it opened it up 
to debate. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I move to amend the motion of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts by referring the bill to the Commit. 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not desire to debate it ; I have no more inter. 
est in it than any other 

Mr. HENDEE. Let it go to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. BUTLER. No, sir; it ought to go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. HENDEE. No, sir; it ought not. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let ussee why. What is the difference between a 
question of law in regard to stealing, whether stealing property in 
the District of Columbia or anywhere else ? 

Mr. HENDEE. Because there is more of it here than anywhere 
else. [Laughter. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then why has not the Committee for the District 
of Columbia prepared a bill before now ? 

Mr. HENDEE. That is just what we are attempting to do. 

Mr. BUTLER. No; the Committee for the District of Columbia 
has not done anything on this subject, but the Senate committee have 
sent a bill here which seems to me not to have been properly con- 
sidered, and all I ask is that the common, ordinary, usual course of 
legislation shall be pursued and the House, through its committee, 
shall examine the bill. 

Mr. WOOD. Let us take a vote. 

Mr. BUTLER. And as it is a legal question, asit is a law, a crim 
nal law, and nothing but a plain law as to the fine and imprisonment 
which shall be meted out to certain people if they do certain things, 
I think it ought to be carefully examined because, for another thing, 
the first man you undertake to convict under it you will fail. I can 
go down and drive a coach and four through it before any court— 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman suspend for a moment and 
allow a report to be made from the Committee on Enrolled Bills? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found truly enrolled joint resolutions of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: _ 4 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) in relation to the internationa 
industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 58) fixing the date on which the pay- 
ment of the twenty-one clerks to Committees of the House of Kep- 
resentatives, who are paid during the session only, shall begin. 


EMBEZZLEMENT IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BUTLER. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have said all I can say 00" 
| I only say this bill in my judgment has not been thoroughly cous 
| ered, and I desire it shall be considered by a committee of this House, 
| the Law Committee of this House, and then at an early day we 
| report it back. 

Mr. WOOD. Well, let us have the question. le 

Mr. HENDEE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say, in reply to the gent of 

man from Massachusetts, that the Committee for the District : 
Columbia are already considering the criminal code of this Distr 
and are trying to revise it. The Committee for the District of (> 
lumbia has a subcommittee knownas the Committee on the Judiciary 
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Now, there has been a Judiciary Committee of this House so long as 
there has been a District of Columbia Committee, and I do not know 
why the charge may not be made against that committee that it has 
neglected its duty in not providing some remedy against crimes of 
the character which are sought to be punished by this bill. But, sir, 
that is neither here nor there. This is the simple question : The Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary have all the business in their hands they can 
possibly do and bring in seasonably before this House, while the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, which, allow me to say, excluding 
myself, has members of the bar upon it, and very able men too, who 
are considering this very question—and it seems to me important there 
should be no collision between the committees of this House—the 
Committee for the District of Columbia has the whole matter in 
charge in regard to the courts, police regulations, and the criminal 
code of this District, and they have it in charge at this time and it 
<eems to me wrong that this should be thrown into the hands of the 
Judiciary Committee, which has already work sufficient of its own 
todo. It should go to the committee which has the matter immedi- 
ately in charge. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let me now call the attention of the House to my 
friend’s change of front. The first thing he wanted was to pass it 
without going to any committee. That is when we first began to 
differ. Now he thinks it ought to go to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. HENDEE. I have consented that this should go to a com- 
mittee because the gentleman from Massachusetts is afraid it is not 


perfect. I want to have it perfect as well as he if it is not already 
perfect. I think it is well enough, but I am willing, in order to 


rumor the gentleman, that it should go to a committee, and I ask that 
it shall go to the committee to which it properly belongs. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have humored Vermont so much that the gentle- 
man now wants to pay me back. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have only to say this about it: Here is a piece 
of legislation such as never was known in a civilized country, so far 
as] am aware. The proposition of the gentleman from Vermont, a 
member of the Committee for the District of Columbia—I have not 
heard yet from the chairman of the committee—was that it should be 
passed without any hearing at all. Now he wants it sent to his com- 
mittee. Why? Because he says they have a subcommittee on the 
judiciary. Is there any other committee of the House so organized ? 
Have any of the rest of you any subcommittee under you on the 
judiciary? Do these gentlemen mean to run the District of Columbia 
in all its departments, law, finance, and everything else? This be- 
longs to the Law Committee of the House. 

My friend from Vermont says there never has been any such law 

as this in the District of Columbia. Does the gentleman mean to say 
that, when the District of Columbia or this part of it was set off from 
Maryland and the laws of Maryland were extended over it at the 
beginning of this century, there was not any law in Maryland against 
embezzlement? Why, sir, there have been many convictions in this 
District against embezzlement ; not convictions in trover; not con- 
victions to State-prison in replevin ; not convictions to State-prisons 
indetenue. I agree there never was any such law as that, and with 
my vote there never will be. That is what thisis. I never heard 
before that, if I take property claiming that I have a right to it and 
anybody comes and says, ‘‘ I demand that property of you; I say itis 
mine;” and I answer, “ No; it is mine”—that then he can go toa 
court to punish me and try the question of property under an indict- 
ment at the expense of the United States. That is what this bill 
provides for. 
_ And what do we find admitted by the gentleman from Vermont? 
That there are cases where engineers, and others who have been in 
the employment of the District of Columbia, have maps in their 
hands and have instruments in their hands and will not give them 
up. And why? Because the District of Columbia has not paid the 
iil, and they hold a lien I suppose on that. 

Now, then, they want to get a remedy by indictment against these 
people. There is too much appeal to the criminal law to settle pri- 
vaterights. That is why our judiciary fund comes short every year. 
Somebody, instead of trying his right in the proper way, runs to the 
criminal law to throw the expense of the burden on the State, instead 
of taking it on the individual. 

My friend from Vermont says in all kindness that he wants to 
humor me. Ido not want to be humored. [Laughter.] I have no 
inclination on questions of great public business for humor. I do 
hot want this labor. God knows we have labor enough in the Judi- 
cary Committee. The gentleman says that the Committee on the 
District have not much todo. I think they would have labor enough 
Without appointing their subcommittee on the judiciary, if they had 
4 subeommittee on streets, and a subcommittee on improving the 
Avenue here at the foot of the Capitol grounds and seeing that there 
Was stabling for the car-horses. There are a great many things I 
could point out to my friend to which the Committee on the District 
might give their attention and leave us of the Judiciary Committee 
with our little circumscribed jurisdiction over law questions alone. 

But I am wandering from the subject. I have said, I think, all I 
wish to Say, and unless some gentleman desires to speak—— 

Mr. HENDEE. I desire to say a word. 

Mr. BUTLER. Pardon me; I have the floor. 
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Mr. HENDEE. Will the gentleman yield me two or three minutes? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOUSE. Before the gentleman from Vermont proceeds, I desire 
to ask him a question. Did I understand the gentleman to say that 
the Committee on the District of Columbia was engaged in preparing 
a criminal code for the District ? 

Mr. HENDEE. They are engaged in looking up the criminal code 
of the District, and trying to tind out what law there is in the Dis- 
trict which has any force on this subject and otiers. 

Mr. HQUSE. That is already before the committee legitimately ? 

Mr. HENDEE. Yes, sir; before the committee legitimately. 

I have said, Mr. Speaker, that I desired to “humor” the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. You have either to humor him or else to let 
him have his own way, one of the two, [laughter,} and I do not pro- 
pose to do the latter without a slight struggle. I propose to show 
him a little of the Ethan Allen grit; and he may take the humor or 
defeat, whichever may come, and perhaps both. 

I simply ask that the bill be referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbiaas an act of good faith on the part of the House 
toward the committee which I represent in this encounter. And I 
desire to say further that it is just as essential to have a subcom- 
mittee of the Committee for the District of Columbia on judicial 
questions as to have a Committee on the Judiciary in this House, be- 
cause we have to deal with the same subjects and the same kind of 
laws and their repeal or alteration as does the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and we simply ask that the House put into our hands that 
which belongs to us. The subcommittee of the Committee for the 
District of Columbia have been consulting with and mingling among 
the members of the bar of the District of Columbia, inquiring into 
the wants of the people of the District of Columbia, who know what 
law is necessary on this subject and others. We simply ask that this 
matter be referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
and we will agree to report it back as soon as possible in order that 
these evils complained of may be corrected. 

Mr. BUTLER. In the first place the Committee on the Judiciary 
is competent to consider this question, and in the second place there 
ought to be no crime in the District of Columbia that is not a crime 
anywhere else, and there ought to be no exemption from crime in the 
District of Columbia that does not exist in any other part of the 
country. There isno more reason why the United States property 
in the District of Columbia should be protected by law than there is 
that the United States property in the cities of New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, or elsewhere should be protected by law. There is no 
reason why there should be a special code of criminal laws for the 
District of Columbia any more than in any other portion of the 
United States, and we should be more chary in legislating for them 
because they have no Representative here to speak for the rights of 
their people. 

Now, it is said that we have legislated before upon this question, 
dealing with the criminal code of the District of Columbia, 80 as to 
make a special code for the people of the District of Columbia. I 
answer that Congress had that question legitimately before it. Un- 
der the Constitution this Congress ‘makes rules for the Territories 
and other property of the United States, and all that the Committee 
for the District of Columbia have ever attempted to do before has 
been to take care of the property of the United States in the District 
of Columbia. 

Somebody may have referred a bill looking to other matters ; there 
may be some sort of understanding between the lawyers of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and the committee which I know nothing of ; but 
all I can say, and I submit it to the good sense and judgment of the 
House, is that this question should be submitted to the legal com- 
mittee of the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. The pending question, I presume, 
is upon the amendment offered by myself, to refer this matter to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BUTLER. Pardon me, I yielded the floor for no such motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I certainly offered the amendment 
immediately after the motion was made to refer this matter to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman has the right to have his 
motion submitted to the House. 

Mr.EDEN. The gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. WILLIAMS] offered 
his amendment in time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the gentleman from 
Michigan did move to so amend the reference as to refer this matter 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, when the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] had moved to refer the matter to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I certainly made that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to ask the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. WILLIAMS] whether he offered his amendment sub- 
sequent to the motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
BUTLER; ] if so, it must be first voted upon. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I did. 

Mr. OLIVER. I would like to have the eighty-second and eighty- 
third rules of the House read. 
































































» 
de) 

The SPEAKER. The rules will be read. | 

The Clerk read the rules, as follows: 

It shall be the duty of the Committee for the District of Colambia to take into 
consideration all such petitions and matters or things touching the said District as 
shall be presented, or shall come in question, and be referred tothem by the House, 
and to report their opinion thereon, together with such propositions relative thereto 
as to them shall seem expedient. The third Monday ot each month, from the hour | 
of two o'clock p. m. until the adjournment of that day, shall, when claimed by the | 


Committee for the District of Columbia, be devoted exclusively to business reported 


from said committee; and said committee shall henceforth be omitted by the Speaker 


in the regular call of committees. 

It shail be the duty of the Committee on the Judiciary to take into consfleration | 
such petitions and matters or things touching judicial ae as shall be pre- 
sented. or may come in question, and be referred to them by the House; and to 


report their opinion thereon, together with such propositions relative thereto as to 
them shall seem expedient. 


rhe question was taken upon the amendment offered by Mr. WILL- 
1AMs, Of Michigan; and on a division there were—ayes 116, noes 45. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon agreeing to the motion as amended; and | 
it was agreed to. | 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, moved to reconsider the vote by | 
which the bill was referred to the Committee forthe District of Col- | 
umbia; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

I move that the House now adjourn. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that | 
they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the Senate of | 
the following title: when the Speaker signed the same : 

An act (8. No. 192) providing for the printing and distribution of | 
the Biennial Register. 


Mr. CUMMINGS. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Leave of absence was granted by unanimous consent as follows: 

To Mr. Baker, of New York, for two days ; 

To Mr. STEELE, for two days; 

To Mr. TURNER, from the L3th to the 15th instant, inclusive, and 
from the 10th to the 13th, inclusive, of January next ; 

To Mr, GARTH, until January 15; and 

To Mr, Davis, of North Carolina, for the 14th and 15th instant. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


The SPEAKER obtained unanimous consent for the withdrawal | 
from the files of the House of the papers relative to the improve- | 
ment of the harbor at Scituate, Massachusetts. 


| 


Mr. STEWART asked leave to have withdrawn from the files of | B 


the House the discharge certificate of Edward P. Johnson, an ad- | 
verse report having been made thereon by the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs of the Forty-third Congress, January 14, 1874. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule the application will be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CRAVENS asked and obtained unanimous consent for the 
withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers in the case of 
Matt. Grayson, there being no adverse report. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed ,without amendment, a 
bill of the House of the following title: 

A bill CH. R. No. 2115) relative to the burial of the officers and 
others of the United States Navy who perished by the wreck of the 
United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes. 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS, 


Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2141) to prevent cruelty to animals in the transit by railway ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from lowa [Mr. CUMMINGS] that the House now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 
45, noes 125. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, called for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering the yeas and nays; and upon 
a division there were 31 in the aflirmative, not one-fifth of the fast 
vote. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. CONGER called for tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken upon ordering tellers; and there were 30 in 
the affirmative. 

So (the affirmative being one-fifth of a quorum) tellers were or- 
dered ; and Mr. Woop and Mr. TowNsEND, of New York, were ap- 
pointed. 

The House again divided ; and the tellers reported that there were 
ayes 39, noes 129. 
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So (one-fifth voting in the affirmative) the yeas and nays were 


| ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 60, nays 111, not 
voting 121; as follows: 


YEAS—60. 
Aldrich, Cummings, Ittner, 
Bacon Danford, James, 
taker, John H. Davis, Horace as, 
sallou, Deering, Lapham, 
Brewer, Duunell, Lathrop, 
Browne, Eames, Marsh, 
Bundy, Evans, I. Newton McCook, 
Burdick, Gartield, McKinley, 
| Butler, Hale, Mills, 
Cain, Hanna, Oliver, 
Campbell, Harris, Benj. W Pacheco, 
Cannon, Haskell, Patterson, G. W. 
Claflin, Hubbell, Peddie, 
Conger, Humphrey, Pollard, 
Crapo, Hungerford, Pound, 
NAYS—I111. 
Aiken, Cox, Jacob D. Herbert, 
Atkins, Cravens, Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Banning, Crittenden, Hooker, 
Bayne, Culberson, House, 
Bell, Cutler, Jones, John §. 
Blackburn, Dibrell, Kenna, 
Blair, Dickey, Kimmel, 
Bland, Durham, Knott, 
Blount, Eden, Landers, 
Boone, Elam, Ligon, 
Bragg, Errett, Lynde, 
Briggs, Felton, aish, 
Bright, Field, Martin, 
Brogden, Forney, Mayham, 
Buckner, Frankli McKenzie, 
Cabell, Garth McMahon, 
Caldwell, John W. Gibson, Money, 
Candler, Giddings, Monroe, 
Chalmers, Glover, Morgan, 
Chittenden, Goode, Morrison, 
Clark, Alvah A. Hamilton, Maldrow, 
Clark of Missouri, Hardenbergh, Muller, 
Clark, Rush Harris, Henry R. O'Neill, 
Clymer, Harrison, Patterson, T. M 
Cobb, Hart, Pugh, 
Collins, Hartzell, 
Cook, Hatcher, Reilly, 
Covert, enry, Rice, Americus V. 
NOT VOTING—121. 
Bagley, Evins, John H. Knapp, 
Baker, William H. Ewing, Leonard, 
ks, Finley, Lindsey, 
Beebe, Fort, Lockwood, 
Benedict, Foster, Loring, 
Bicknell, Freeman, Luttrell, 
isbee, Frye, Mackey, 
Bliss, Fuller, Manning, 
Bouck, Gardner, McGowan, 
yd, Gause, Metcalfe, 
Brentano, Gunter, Mitchell, 
Bridges, Harmer, Morse, 
arohard, Harris, John T. Neal, 
Caldwell, W. P. Hartridge, Norcross, 
Calkins, Hayes, Overton, 
Camp, Hazelton, Page, 
Carlisle, Hendee, Phelps, 
Caswell, Henderson, P ps, 
Clarke of Kentacky, Henkle, Potter, 
Cole, Hewitt, G. W. Powers, 
Cox, Samuel S. Hiscock, Price, 
Darrall, Hunter, Pri 
Davidson, Hunton, 2am, 
Davis, Joseph J. Jones, Frank, ney 
Denison, Jones, James T. Randolph, 
Douglas, Jorgensen, 
Dwight, Joyce, 
Eickhoff, Keifer, Rice, W. W. 
Ellis, Kelley, Robbing, 
Ellsworth, Ketcham, Robinson, Milton S. 
Evans, James L. illinger, Ryan, 


So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made : 

Mr. ROBBINS. As this question seems to have taken a decided 
political turn, I wish to announce that I am paired with the gentle- 
man from Michigan, Mr. ELtswortu. If he were present, I should 


vote “ no.” 


Robinson, George D. 
Sampson, 
Starin, 


Stene, John W. 

Stone, Joseph C. 

Townsend, Amos, 

Townsend, M. I. 

Van Vorhes, 

Ward, 

Watson, 

Welch, 

oa Harry 
Villiams, Andre 
Williams, C.G. 
Wren. 


Riddle, 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 
Ross, 

Sayler, 
Schleicher, 
Shallenberger, 
Shelley, 
Singleton, 
Sparks, 


Springer, 
Stenger, 
Throckmorton, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Walker, 

Walsh, 

Warner, 
Williams, A. S. 
Williams, James. 
Willis, Albert 8. 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Wilson, 

Wood, 

Wright, 

Yeates, 

Young. 


Sapp, 
Scales, 
Sexton, 
Sinnickson, 
Slemons, 


Smalls, 
Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, William E. 
Southard, 
Steele, 
Stephens, 
Stewart, 
Strait, 
— 

om pson, 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton, 
Turner, 


Ww 

White, Michael D. 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, Jere N. 
Williams, Richard 
Willits. 


Mr. ATKINS. If this is a political question, Mr. Speaker, I am 


aired. 


The SPEAKER. Gentlemen must settle thet question for them- 


selves. 


The Chair cannot enlighten them. 


Mr. HUNTON. 1 am paired with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. 


FRYE. 


If he were present, I should vote “no.” 


Mr. CARLISLE. I am paired with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. 


POWERS. 


If he were here, [should vote “ no.” 


Mr.CONGER. As this seems to be considered a political question 


in the highest sense, I 


desire to announce that my colleague, Mr. 


ELLSWORTH, is paired with the gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. 

ROBBINS. 
The SPEAKER. That has already been announced. 
Mr. CONGER. But Mr. RoBBINs voted. 
The SPEAKER. He declined to vote. 
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Mr. CONGER. Well, some gentleman said that he did. I wish to 


y that 1 consider the question of authorizing—— 
The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of debate. 
Mr. CONGER. oug) 
question. I understand the object of adjourning i te debeal haan 
pointment of an investigating, “ nosing” committee. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. 


8a 


Virginia, Colonel PRIDEMORE. 

Mr. SAPP. 3 L 
have my vote withdrawn. I am paired with the gentleman from 
Ohio, Mr. EWING. 

Mr. PAGE. On all political questions I am paired with the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, Mr. SCALEs. 

Mr. BURCHARD. 
Arkansas [Mr. GUNTER] has voted ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas has not voted. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Then I desire to withdraw my vote, and an- 
pounce that I am paired with him. 

Mr. GARFIELD. D 
paired with the gentleman from Florida, Mr. Davipson. 

Mr. MULDROW. My colleague, General MANNING, is paired gen- 
erally with the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. CALKINs. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. My colleague, Mr. Ricks, is paired 
with the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. FINLEY; and my colleague, Mr. 
Morse, with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. REED. 

Mr. MCGOWAN. Iam paired with the gentleman from Kentucky, 
Mr. TURNER. Not supposing this to be a politica] question, I voted. 
] desire to withdraw my vote. 

Mr. BENEDICT. I wish to announce that I am paired with my 
colleague, Mr. BAGLEY. 

Mr. FINLEY. Iam paired with Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. POUND. On all political subjects I am paired with my col- 
league, Mr. Bouck. I have voted “ay ;” but, though I do not regard 
this as a political subject, I wish to withdraw my vote. 

Mr. VEEDER. Iam paired on all political questions with my col- 
league, Mr. DwicuT. As this is treated as a political question, I de- 
sire to withdraw my vote. 

Mr. VANCE. I am paired with the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. 
WILLITs ; and as this question seems to be assuming a political char- 
acter, I desire to withdraw my vote. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


I withdraw my vote. 


PURCHASE OF PRINTING AND BINDING MATERIALS. 


The SPEAKER. The next business on the Speaker’s table is the 
bill (S. No, 461) further to regulate the purchase of material for the 
public printing and binding. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Joint Committee on Public 
Printing be authorized to give permission to the Public Printer to 
purchase material in open market whenever in their opinion it would 
not promote the public interest to advertise for proposals and to 
make contracts for the same. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I ask that this bill may be put upon its pas- 
sage. Under the present law, the Public Printer if he wants to put 
gold-leaf on a book for a member of Congress cannot buy a dozen 
eggs without advertising in open market. He cannot buy a box of 
matches or a pound of glue or anything of the sort without adver- 
tisement and contract. This bill simply proposes that the Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing be allowed to control this matter, and that ad- 
vertisement and contract may be dispensed with when the joint com- 
mittee may deem it proper. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him whether 
there is any limitation of the amount, or will this bill authorize the 
making of large purchases without advertisement ? 

Mr. SINGLETON. I suppose it would. It is a Senate bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I do not object if it is limited in amount to small 
things, but it seems to me if if should go to the extent of making 
large purchases of paper and other material without advertisement 
it ought to be referred to the committee. 

Mr. SINGLETON. There is no danger of that. 


- CLYMER. Let it go to the committee; you will not always 
© Chairman, 


Mr. GARFIELD. 
Inittee——— 

Mr. SINGLETON. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. 
Printing, 

The motion was agreed to. 


If it is limited by the consent of the joint com- 


It is. 
Then I think that will do. 
I move it be referred to the Committee on 


NANCY 8S. LEDFORD. 


The SPEAKER. The next bill was laid aside because it could 
= be learned at the time to what committee it should go. The 

hair has since made examination and considers it should go to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. The Clerk will read the title. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (S. No. 225) to 
repeal an act entitled “An act for the relief of Nancy 8. Ledford,” 
quireved March 3, 1871; which was read a first and second time, re- 
erred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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I was explaining why I thought this a political 


I was not aware that this was considered a 
political question ; but if so, Iam paired with the gentleman from 


This being regarded as a political question, I wish to 
I desire to ask whether the gentleman from 


My friend from Minnesota, Mr. STEWART, is 









POLARIS EXPEDITION. 

The next business on the Speaker’s table was the concurrent reso- 
lution from the Senate that the narrative of the North Polar expedi- 
tion by the United States ship Polaris be printed, and that 2,25 
additional copies be printed, of which 800 copies shall be for the use 
of the Senate, 1,200 copies shall be for the use of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and 250 copies for the use of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope that will be concurred in. ; 

Mr. EDEN. Let it be referred to the Committee on Printing. I 
make that motion. : 

The motion was agreed to. 


PROTECTION OF FILES STORED IN THE CAPITOL. 


The next business on the Speaker’s table was the following con- 
current resolutions of the Senate : 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the officers 
having in charge the books and files now stored in the lofts of the old portion of 
the Capitol building shall cause the same to be moved into the basements or other 
places in the building safe from fire; and that, in addition to the fire extinguish- 
ers now in use, a liberal supply of fire-buckets be placed in all portions of the Cap- 
itol where there is danger from fire. And it shall also be hereafter the duty of the 
Capitol police to keep the fire-buckets well ‘illed with water, and to make daily 
inspections of the building, with a view to take proper measures against damage 
from fire. 


Resolved, That the expense of carrying out the provisions of the foregoing reso 
lution be paid out of the contingent funds of the Senate and House of Representa 
tives, in proportion to the amount incurred by either House for this service. 


The resolutions were referred to the Committee of Accounts. 


JOHN COUNCIL. 

The next business on the Speaker's table was a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting papers in the claim of John 
Council for raising the rebel torpedo boat St. Patrick 


; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


INVESTIGATIONS BY COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to submit areport from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, on which I move the previous question. 

Mr. HALE. I reserve the point of order. 

Mr. BUTLER. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. Please to state it. 

Mr. HALE. [rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. One at a time—the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts first. 

Mr. BUTLER. I rise toa point of order, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means can report nothing but revenue bills on private-bill 
day or any other day. 

Mr. WOOD. I report a substitute for resolutions referred to that 
committee. 

The SPEAKER, The Committee of Ways and Means can report 
at any time for commitment. What is the point of the gentleman 
from Maine ? 

Mr. HALE. 
to report. 

The SPEAKER. 
mitment. 

Mr. HALE. What do you mean by that? 

The SPEAKER. For commitment in the order as stated in the 
rule to a Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
to a Committeeof the Whole House, to a standing committee, or to a 
select committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. Has the Committee of Ways and Means the right 
to report any measure to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union except tariff or revenue bills ? 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways and Means is by the 
rule given the right to report at any time for commitment and the 
order of commitment is the order the Chair has just stated. 

Mr. SAMPSON. This is not for commitment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. The gentleman has moved the 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER. He can refer to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BUTLER. But he called the previous question. 

Mr. WOOD. I decline to yield the floor except on the question of 
order. 
Mr. HALE. That is all which has been raised. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would be well to have the 
proposition read before proceeding further. 

Mr. WOOD. When the question of order is disposed of,1 claim the 
floor to make any motion I see proper. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman obliged us to raise the question of 
order. 
Mr. BUTLER. Irise to a point of order. He called the previous 
question, and I do not see any committal in that. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

151. It shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means to take into con- 


My point of order was on the right of the committee 


They have a right to report at any time for com- 


sideration all reports of the Treasury Department, and such other propositions 
relative to raising revenue and providing ways and means for the support ef the 
Government as shall be 


them by the House, and to report their opinion thereon by bill or otherwise, as to 


presented or shall come in question, and be referred to 
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them shall seem expedient; and said committee shall have leave to report for com- 
mitment at any time. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from New York 
has not asked to report anything for commitment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know anything about that. 
The Chair recognized the right of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to report at any time for commitment. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I make my point of order. I demand the 
regular order of business, which is to consider the business on the 
Speaker’s table under the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker’s table has been cleared; there is 
no more business upon it. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I rise to this privileged question. I move 
that the House go into Committee of the Whole House to consider 
the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. That is in order. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. The gentleman has not the floor for that pur- 
08e, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is bound to recognize the words of 
the rule, which give preference to private business on Friday. The 
House has power to determine as to what business it will proceed 
with. 

Mr. PAGE. And pending the motion of the gentleman from Mich- 
igan I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. WOOD. CanI move that the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means be committed to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The right of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to report at any time is for commitment. If the gentleman moves 
to commit the report to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, such motion is in order after the motion of the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. WOOL. I make that motion. 

Mr. CONGER. I claim that my motion has the preference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has given the gentleman’s motion the 
preference ; only, however, because to-day is Friday. 

Mr. CONGER. That is the ground on which I put it. 

The SPEAKER. The House has once already to-day laid aside 
private business; but the Chair will recognize the ouuienen again 
to test the sense of the House as to its wish in that respect at this time. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to reserve all points of order on the 
resolutions reported by the gentleman from New York. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hold in remembrance that fact. 

Mr. BURCHARD. If the resolutions are read, I think it will be 
found that thes are very clearly not in order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘lhe Chairentertains the motion of the gentleman 
from Michigan so that the wish of the House may be tested as to 
what character of business it will proceed with first. But the Chair 
desires to have read for the information of the gentleman the follow- 
ing paragraph as to what has been the practice heretofore. 

Mr. CONGER. It is not necessary to do so for the information of 
the gentleman from Michigan. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair proposes to have it read for the 
information of those members that have not the knowledge of the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. CONGER. I have the book before me. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The motion to go into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
may be entertained on private bill day ; but the motion to go into the Committee of 
the Whole House takes precedence, unless, according to the general, although not 
universal, practice, a special order is pending in the former. 

The SPEAKER. There is no special order in the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, and the Chair recognized 
the motion of the gentleman from Michigan that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole House for the purpose of con- 
sidering the Private Calendar, That gives the opportunity of test- 
ing the wish of the House, whether it will go on with the Private 
Calendar or whether it will go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, after the resolution reported from the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means shall have been committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PAGE. Pending that, I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. It will be read. 

Mr. CONGER. I object to the reading of the resolution. It is not 
in any sense before the House. The question is on my motion, that 
= llouse go into the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- 
endar, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the gentleman from New 
York, no one in the House rising for any purpose that had prefer- 
ence over a report from the Committee of Ways and Means; no one 
in fact rising for any poreet whatever except the gentleman from 
New York; that gentleman made a report from the Committee of 
were Means, which he had a right to do, and the Chair recog- 
nized him. 

Mr. CONGER. And immediately two or three gentlemen rose to 
make points of order the first moment they could do it without dis- 
courtesy to the gentleman from New York. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr, BUTLER, ] myself, and one or two others made 
points of order. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman will remember that every point 
of order made touched the right of the committee to have their ))j}| 
considered. They did not touch the right of the committee to report 
and to have their report read. It is presumable the House desires to 
have the report read before it is called on to vote as to its dispo- 
sition. 

Mr. CONGER. But that has no reference to whether it is the wish 
of the House to go into the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. Gentlemen might, by the reading of reports, occupy the 
whole time which the House desires to use in considering the Private 
Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York had made his re. 
port from the Committee of Ways and Means, and a point of order 
was raised. The point of order was overruled; and certainly, there- 
fore, the report was before the House, and two subjects caunot be 
before the House at the same time. 

Mr. CONGER. My motion was not overruled. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair entertained that motion, 

Mr. CONGER. And that motion was before the House, and I stand 
here to ask that my motion, as a question of higher privilege, shal) 
take its place as the regular order. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] to have the resolution read is in order, 
It has not yet been read, and the House has aright to have it read, and 
after that the Chair will submit the questions upon the pending 
motions to the House. 

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. How often cana 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 
be made upon the same day ? 

The SPEAKER. At any new stage of the proceedings. 

Mr. WOOD. I want to correct the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. 
CONGER] in some statements of facts. I rose and was recognized by 
the Speaker to make a report from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I had the floor; gentlemen, three, four, or five of them, rose 
to questions of order, and when those questions of order were dis- 
posed of that left me in possession of the floor, and I claim the floor 
now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair accepts the statement made by the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] as correct, and yet the Chair 
recognizes the motion of the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. Concer] 
made subsequent to that, and if the House votes it down then the 
report of the geatleman from New York will be before the House. 

Ir. CONGER. I wish to say to the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Woop] that he held the floor as long as he could hold it; but 
under the rules I came in ona privileged motion and swept him from 
the floor, and it appears that the gentleman does not yet know that 
he has been swept from the floor. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SAYLER. The motion of the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. 
ConGER ] did not deprive the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Woop} 
of his undoubted right to have his resolution read. The only ques- 
tion now is whether the House will adopt the motion to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider those res- 
olutions, or whether under the more highly privileged motion to-day 
they will go into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, 
and in order that the House may vote intelligently on that question 
it is necessary that the resolution should be read, which is the right 
of the gentleman from New York. 

The SPEAKER. And the right of any member. 

Mr. SAYLER. I understand the Chair so to rule. 

Mr. CONGER. I submit that under the same ruling I have aright 
to require that every bill upon the Private Calendar be read, in order 
that the House may know what they will have to consider if they 
adopt my motion. 

The SPEAKER. That is the gentleman’s right ; but not until the 
House goes into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. CONGER. But before that I have the right to have those 
bills read, so that the House may know what they are called upon 
to consider. ; 

The SPEAKER. The difference is simply this: that there is one 
report before the House and that none of the bills to which the gen- 
tleman refers are before the House. The Clerk will read the report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the several committees of this House having in charge matters 
pertaining to Indian affairs, military affairs, naval affairs, post-oflices and posi 
roads, public lands, public buildings ‘and grounds, claims, and war claims be, aud 
they are hereby, instructed to inquire, so far as the same may properly be before 
their respective committees, into any errors, abuses, or frauds in the administra- 
tion and execution of existing laws affecting said branches of the public service, 
with a view to ascertain what change and reformation can be made so as to pr 
mote the integrity, economy, and efliciency therein; that the Committee on Ex- 
penditares in the State Department, in the Treasury Department, in the War De- 

partment, in the Navy Department, in the Post-Oflice Department, in the Interior 
partment, in the Department of Justice, and on Public Buildin-s be, ani they 
are hereby, instructed to proceed a* once to examine into the state of the acooun's 
and expenditures of the respective Departments submitted to them and into all the 
affairs of said yo poy no as fully as is permitted to them and made their day 
do by the rules of the House relating to said committees respectively. And, for 
the purpose of enabling the said committees aforesaid to fully comprehend - 
workings of the various branches or Departments of Government respectively % ¢ 
investigations of said committees may cover such in the past as eac = 
said committees may deem necessary for its own guidance or information or for the 
pont ion of the public interests and for the exposing of frauds or abuses of any 
ind in said Departments ; and said committees are authorized to send for —_ 
and papers and also to sit in any recess which may occur during the session : 7° 
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vided, That the exercise of the power shall in the a of the committee be 


: -y and that when the production of rs is required they shall be speci- 
wn aod ‘Geseribed with such accuracy as shall be practicable under the cireum- 


oo solved further, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be instructed to 


investigate and inquire into the matter set forth in the foregoing resolution in the 
legislative department of the Government, except in so far as the Senate is exclu- 
wively concerned, and particularly in reference to the public printing and binding, 
and «ball have the same authority as is conferred upon other committees aforesaid. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to make a point of order upon this 
series of resolutions as not being a privileged report from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means at any time, as it does not relate to rev- 
enue or to anything which under Rule 151 the Committee of Ways 
and Means is charged with and upon which it is permitted to report 
at any time. Therefore to-day, when that committee is not on call, 
this is not a privileged report from the committee. 
The SPEAKER. Whatrule does the gentleman from Ohio refer to? 
Mr. GARFIELD. Rule 151, setting forth the duties of the commit- 
tee and the power of the committee to report for commitment at any 
me. 
. The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to ask the gentleman whether 
the resolution was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means? 


Mr. GARFIELD. A resolution on this subject was referred to them. | 


The SPEAKER. 
first rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

It shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means to take into consider- 
ation all reports of the Treasury Department, and such other propositions relative 
to raising revenue and providing ways and means for the support of the Govern 
ment as shall be presented or shall come in question, and be referred to them by the 
House, and to report their opinion thereon by bill or otherwise, as to them shall 
seem expedient ; and said committee shall have leave to report for commitment at 
any time. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The point I make is, that Rule 151 states what 
subjects the Committee of Ways and Means shall take into consider- 
ation, whether they are matters referred to them or not. Even the 
things referred to them by the House on which they have the power 
to report at any time for commitment are things relating to the rais- 
ing of revenue and providing ways and means for the support of the 
Government. These resolutions do not relate to the raising of reve- 
nue or the providing of ways and means for the support of the Gov- 
ernment; but they are such resolutions as might be referred to and 
considered by any other committee of the House. Therefore they do 
not come within the power given to the Committee of Ways and 
Means to report at any time for commitment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides on the point of order raised 


The Clerk will read the one hundred and fifty- 


that, in his opinion, the words “and be referred to them by the 


” 


House” cover this proposition. And furthermore the Chair states 
that a resolution or a proposition before the House that proposes to 
inquire into frauds committed upon the revenue comes within the 
whole spirit of Rule 151. 

Mr. HALE. 


send for persons and papers, and then there will be no difficulty in 
passing it. 

Mr. MORRISON. 
anything. 

Mr. GARFIELD. The gentleman from New York is well aware 
that there could have been perfect unanimity in the Committee of 


There will be nothing left in the resolation worth 


Ways and Means as regards the reporting this resolution if the clause | 


giving power to send for persons and papers from all parts of the 
country, to send for private citizens anywhere, had been left out. 
And if the gentleman will now leave out that single line, then so 
far as I am concerned there will be no opposition to the immediate 
adoption of the resolution. 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. That is right. 


Mr. WOOD. Without intending to relate, for I shall not do so, | 


what occurred in the room of the Committee of Ways and Means, I 
will say to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] to strike out 
the part of the resolution to which he refers would render it entirely 
inoperative, so far as the coming three or four weeks are concerned. 
Many of the committees referred to in this resolution will sit during 
the recess of the House. It will be noticed that the resolution gives 
them authority to sit during the recess of the House. Now if, in 
the prosecution of any inquiry of whatever character, they shall be 
estoppeti by the declaration on the part of a witness, or on the part 
of any person holding a paper which they desire to obtain, that they 
have no authority from the ouse to call for persons and papers, then 
they would have to wait until the House reconvenes on the 10th day 
of January next, in order to obtain the authority of the House for 
that purpose. Therefore the admitting the amendment of the gentle- 
man trom Ohio [ Mr. GARFIELD] would act as an entire veto of the 
purposes and objects of the inquiry which we desire to prosecute. 

Mr. CONGER. That would be no different— 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 
nothing before the House. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order. 
Mr. WOOD. My motion is that the House now resolve itself into 


Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the resolu- 
tions referred to that committee. 


Let me make a suggestion to the gentleman from New | 
York,(Mr. Woop.] It is to strike out of the resolution the power to | 


My point of order is that there is | 
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| Mr. BURCHARD. Irise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BURCHARD. My point of order is that in my judgment this 
| resolution is equivalent to a proposition to change or suspend the 
rules of the House. The jurisdiction of these various committees 
| that are recited in the resolution reported from the Committee of 
| Ways and Means is expressly defined in the rules of the House. This 
resolution proposes to change the rules of the House so as to enlarge 
| the powers of those various committees and to give them leave to 
| sit during the recess of the House, It is in fact a change of the rules 
| of the House, and I hold that it cannot be entertained at this time. 
The Chair will notice that the rules defining the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, the Committee on Naval Affairs, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, as well as the committees charged 
with the examination of the accounts and expenditures of the vari- 
ous Executive Departments, specifically define the duties of those 
committees. If this resolution has any power whatever, it will en- 
large theepowers and authority of these committees, and to that 
extent would change the regular rules of the House. 

Mr. TUCKER. An enlargement of power to a committee is not a 
suspension of a rule, 

Mr. BURCHARD. This resolution changes the rules which pre- 
| scribe the powers of the committees. 

Mr. TUCKER. It does not suspend any rule. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The rule says that the rules of the House shall 
not be suspended or changed except in a certain way. 

Mr. WOOD. My colleague on the committee [Mr. BurcHarp] 
voted in the last Congress for precisely the same resolution, and never 
talked about any such point of order then. 

Mr. BURCHARD. It was a different question at that time; and, 
besides, the point of order was not then raised. If the gentleman 
had reported the resolution we desired there would have been no op- 
| position on my part. 

Mr. HALE. We may as well understand just what is intended 
here now as at any other time. Allof these committees have regular 
duties clearly detined by the rules under which they have existed for 
years. Those duties do not comprehend the sending for persons and 
papers and they do not comprehend sitting during the recess of the 
House. 

The gentleman now asks that these extraordinary powers be given 
to these committees. Nobody objects to these committees, in the 
exercise of their regular powers, going on here in Washington and 
investigating, as they will be given full leave and license to do, 
these Departments, which are doing their best at this tims to conduct 
aright the affairs of the Government. But if it is sought now and 
here, before the recess, to give these extraordinary powers to them to 
go to other places and to call for persons and papers, powers never 
before possessed by these committees, excepting during the last Con- 
gress—and that should teach us not to grant these powers now —then 
it may as well be understood that it will be resisted. 

We do not object to the committees, under their ordinary powers 
which they have had for years, going on and investigating, but to the 
extra powers proposed to be given now we do object. That is the 
whole question. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from Maine allow the Chair 
to ask him whether he finds anything in the rules which prohibits a 
committee of the House from sitting during the recess ? 

Mr. HALE. Why, sir, if the committees have power now to sit 
during the recess, there is no need of any additional authority being 
given. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair addresses that question to the gentle- 
man from Maine because he is unable to remember any rule which 
prevents a committee from sitting during a recess within limit of a 
regular session. 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the Chair whether there is anything in 
the rules that authorizes any committee to sit at any time excepting 
during the session of the House? Has not that always been the 
accepted parliamentary law, that the session of a committee ceases 
when the session of the House ceases? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The session of the House has not ceased yet. 

Mr. HALE. I mean the actual working session. 

The SPEAKER. Is not the gentleman from Maine aware that the 
Committee on Appropriations, of which he is a member, has repeat- 
edly without the authority of the House been in session during a 
recess, considering appropriation bills? 

Mr. HALE. Entirely informally. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Ifthe Speaker will allow me, I wish to say that 
twice, when I was chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, I 
obtained permission and authority from the House for the committee 
to sit during the recess. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recollects that; but that was for a 
sitting between the close of the first regular session of a Congress 
and the commencement of the second session—a meeting in Novem- 
| ber before Congress had organized for its second session. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

The SPEAKER. This resolution applies to a recess during a ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Mr. SPRINGER. With reference to the point of order raised by 
my colleague, [Mr. BURCHARD, ] to the effect that this resolution en- 
larges the powers of committees and therefore changes the rules of 
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the House, I desire to say that it is no change of the rules to author- 
ize a committee to do that which the rules do not expressly authorize 
them to do. For instance, the Committee of Ways and Means is 
authorized by the rules to consider questions of reveuue; yet this 
resolution was referred to that committee and when referred the 
committee had the right to report upon it, though it did not relate 
perhaps to revenue. So a question of adjournment may be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, who are thereby authorized 
to consider it; but that is no change of the rules. So the Committee 
on Banking and Currency is by the rules authorized to consider mat- 
ters relating to the currency; but you may send something else to 
them with instructions to report upon it; and that does not involve 
achange of the rules. Therefore the point made by my colleague is 
not well taken. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Is not the purpose of this resolution to facilitate 
the committees in the discharge of the duties prescribed by the rules? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I so understand it. 

Mr. YEATES. I do not know that I understood the,gentleman 
from Maine when he said that he was willing for certain questions 
to be investigated, but not for others to be investigated. 

Mr. HALE. Oh, no; the gentleman did not understand me. 

Mr. YEATES. 1 wanted to know whether the gentleman meant 
that he was willing for the present Administration to be investigated, 
but not a past administration. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman entirely misunderstood me. I said I 
was willing that every Department everywhere might be looked into 
and investigated by every committee, acting under the ordinary pow- 
ers that the committees have had for years. I made no exception of 
any Department or any bureau or any person holding office. Let the 
investigation be thorough and searching everywhere. But do not 
ask us to consent to giving extra powers now. 

Mr. YEATES. But the gentleman said “now holding office.” 

Mr. HALE. Well, that was probably the only form of expression 
applicable. I mean all the Departments now existing everywhere. 

Mr. YEATES. Or that have existed. 

Mr. HALE. Oh, I do not make any point about that. 

Mr. EDEN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Maine how 
these committees can go on and make these investigations without 
the power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. HALE. How has it always been done for the last fifty years? 

Mr. EDEN. As I solemtend, wherever any committee has been 
specially charged with the duty of making an investigation this 
power to send tor persons and papers has always been given, because 
in no other way could they get evidence before them. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman knows and everybody knows that the 


heads of Departments—the present heads of Departments, for the 


past is gone—are doing their best to administer the Government faith- 
fully. 
proposition that the committees shal 
to follow up, and nose around, and harass, we may as well understand 
it at once. 

Mr. WOOD. I object to this discussion. 
and I call for a vote upon it. 

The SPEAKER. In reference to the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] that a committee, except by special au- 
thority, cannot sit during a recess occurring during a session of Con- 
ress, the Chair desires to say that the result of such a position would 
xe that when the House adjourns from a Thursday till the next Mon- 
day no committee could sit on the intervening Friday and Saturday. 

Mr. HALE. That is not a joint recess; that does not suspend the 
operation of the two Houses of Congress as a concurrent resolution 
does for a recess. That is simply the power of one House equally 


with the other and without co-operation to adjourn over for not more 
than three days. 


Ihave made my motion, 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will not deny the right of the 


House by its own volition to allow any committee to sit during the 
recess. It is all within the province of the House. 
Mr. HALE. But it cannot be done without the direct 


rmission 
of the House, as in the case cited by the gentleman from 


hio. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I think the Chair confounds a recess of the 


House with a recess of Congress. A recess of the House of course 
keeps its committees in line. 

The SPEAKER. It is not an pipeaeemnant of Con 
of the two Houses, but a recess for longer than three 
rent action. 

A Member. It is by the action of both Houses. 

The SPEAKER. For a longer time than three days only. 

Mr. HALE. Let me su 
and Iam putting the point in good faith—does not a recess by resolu- 
tion of the two Houses suspending the force and action of the two 


ys by concur- 


Houses govern the committees, which are simply the Gagne 66 the 
weeks 


Houses? When arecess is taken for any length of time, t 
or amonth, can the committees, the creatures of the two Houses, 
work any more than the Houses? 

The SPEAKER. There isa rule that committees cannot be per- 
mitted to sit during the sessions of the House, which would imply 
they could sit at any other time when Congress is in session under law. 

Mr. HALE. That is, during the day. 

The SPEAKER. During a day or many days. 

Mr. YEATES. If the gentleman from Kaine will pardon me—— 


If this House or the amy orf here wants to start out on a 
be endowed with extra powers 


by action 





tthis. Does not the joint resolution— 


Mr. HALE. Certainly. 
Mr. YEATES. The gentleman said in his first remarks he sup- 


posed there would be opposition to extraordinary powers to investi- 
gate being granted by this House. I wish to know why the gentlo- 


man is opposed to full andcomplete investigation as far as this House 


can go. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. We are afraid it will elect a ro. 


publican President in 1880, as you elected the present President by 
your investigations in the Forty-fourth Congress in 1876. 


That is aj] 
the fear we have, and you can guess how much that pains us, i 

Mr. YEATES. Waiving the gentleman’s fear of hisown President 
I will say that those investigations assisted to elect a gentleman 


President who is not in office, but was fairly elected. The country 


elected a democrat President, and we propose to continue the inves. 


tigation and elect another democrat who will take his seat. 


Mr. HALE. The gentleman is entitled to a fair answer. But let 


me say while I am up that I do not object to the most thorough and 
complete investigation with the ordinary powers which have been 
employed for that purpose for years. 


I say that the experience which 
we got in the last Congress of the effect of giving these extraordi- 
nary powers tocommittees, the things they did and sought todo beyond 
what should have been done, taught me a lesson that I should never 


consent to any such extraordinary power being given again. And it 


is not for the purpose of stopping fair, open, square investigation; 
nothing of the kind. 
Mr. SAYLER. Let me suggest to the gentleman that he did not 


get as bad a lesson as some who were investigated. 


Mr. YEATES. Iam willing to take the gentleman’s explanation, 
and for the same reason which makes him afraid to investigate I aud 
the country desire to investigate. 

Mr. WOOD. LI rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. WOOD. Mine is that the House is discussing everything but 
the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER,. I desire the one hundred and forty-fifth rule and 
the note to that rule to be read on the point of order. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

145. No standing rule or order of the House shall be rescinded or changed with. 
out one day's notice being given of the motion therefor, nor shall any rule be sus. 
pended = by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present ; nor shall 
the order of business, as established by the rules, be postponed or changed except 
by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present; nor shall the Speaker en\er- 
tain a motion to suspend the rules except during the last ten days of the session, and 
on Monday of every week at the expiration of one hour after the Journal is read, 
unless the call of States and Territories for bills on leave and resolutions has been 
earlier concluded, when the Speaker may entertain a motion to suspend the rules 

Nore.—The only exceptions to this rule are contained in Rule 104, under which 
a majority mm, at any time, suspend the rales for the purpose of going into Com- 
mivstee of the Whole on the state of the Union and also for closing debate therein ; 
and by Rule 119, to make any of the general appropriation bills a special order. 

Mr. CONGER. On that I desire to say at the proper time I shall 
make the point of order that that is a change of the rules; that the 
resolutions change the rules in regard to every committee of the 
House, giving them powers not at all granted by the rules of the 
House. That is the question now before the House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to call attention to the resolution which 
provides that the Committee on Public Expenditures be instructed 
to investigate and inquire into the matter set forth in the foregoing 
resolutions in the legislative departments of the Government, ex- 
cepting so far as the Senate is exclusively concerned, and particularly 
in reference to public printing and binding, and shall have the same 
authority as is conferred upon the other committees aforesaid. 

The gentleman says there is no additional power. I called the at- 
tention of the Speaker to one of the resolutions, and I might point out 
some changes in other parts of the resolutions which amount to an 
entire change of the rules. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to call the attention of the 
House—— 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman from Massachusetts rises to a ques- 
tion of order that is all right; otherwise I shall object to this pro- 
miscuous discussion. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is raised, as the Chair under- 
stands, by the gentleman from Michigan, who claims that the motion 
he has made, which is to go into Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 


vate Calendar, has p ence, 

Mr. CONGER. I sup there is no question of order about that. 
The Chair has decided that, and I sup that other questions were 
being considered by the Chair as to what might be done next. 


The SPEAKER. When “next” comes the Chair will decide. The 
Chair decides that the motion of the gentleman from Michigan is 11 


Mr. CONGER. So I understood. 
Mr. BUTLER. I am endeavoring to discuss the question whether 


we should g° to the consideration of these resolutions of the gentle- 
man from New York rather than into the Committee of the Whole 


on the Private Calendar. The resolutions of the gentleman from 
New York were read to show that we ought to go on to consider them. 
I am now going to speak in that same line. 9 . 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman will pardon me, I will say in reply 
te him that it is very obvious that all this preliminary discussion 1 
for the i of gaining time. 

Mr. B ER. ons you that is not the case. 
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the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. PAGE. And pending that motion, I move that the House now 
adjourn. 

r. CONGER. And pending the motion to adjourn, I move that 
when the House adjourn to-day it be to meet at half past ten o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. BURCHARD. That cannot be done. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I move that the House take a recess until to- 
morrow morning at ten o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. That is notin order pending a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. CONGER. Then I move that when the House adjourns it be to 
meet at twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The rule requires that. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair has repeatedly decided that it was not 
for him to rule upon the reasonableness of any motion. 

The SPEAKER. That is the motion now pending, made by the 
gentleman from California, [Mr. PAGE. ] 

Mr. CONGER. Then I move to amend the motion so 
one o’clock to-morrow. 


as to make it 


The SPEAKER. That would be a change of the rule, and not in | Buckner, 


' 
j 


order. a2 

Mr. CONGER. All these are propositions to change the rales. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has overruled that point of order. 
There is a rule of the House fixing the hour of daily meeting at twelve 
o'clock. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I will come within the rule and move that 
when the House adjourns to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order, for the reason that the two 
Houses, by concurrent resolution, have directed that a recess be taken 
from to-morrow until the 10th of January. 

Mr. BUTLER. The concurrent resolution is that when the two 
Houses adjourn on Saturday they shall take a recess till the 10th of 
January, but if the House never adjourns on Saturday there can be 
no such recess. 

The SPEAKER. 
some time. 

Mr. BUTLER. 

Mr. HALE. 
all. 

The SPEAKER. 
culties, 

Mr. HALE. I call for the yeas and nays on the motion of the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. PAGE] that the House now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. That is in order. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. [now move to reconsider the vote by which the yeas 
and nays were ordered on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. PAGE. And on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. That is in order. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move to lay on the table the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the yeas and nays were ordered upon the motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. PAGE. And on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. YEATES. If the motion to reconsider be laid on the table, 
then we will come back to the original proposition ? 

The SPEAKER. To the motion to adjourn; and it will save one 
motion, 

Mr. WOOD. How many dilatory motions are in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that when the proposed 
motions are made. 

Mr.WOOD. A half dozen dilatory motions have been made already. 

Mr. HALE. And we have nqp got half through with them. 

The question was taken upon ordering tie yeas and nays upon lay- 
ing on the table a motion to reconsider; and they were ordered. 

fr. PAGE. There is another motion upon which the yeas and 
nays have been asked. 

The SPEAKER. One roll-call at atime. The Clerk will proceed 
to call the roll on the motion to lay on the table the motion to recon - 
sider the vote by which the House ordered the yeas and nays to be 
taken on the motion that the House now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 76, nays 2, not vot- 
ing 214; as follows : 


The session of Saturday must be determined at 


We may never have a session on Saturday. 
Suppose that we do not get into Saturday’s session at 


The rule of the Chair is never to run into diffi- 


YEAS—%6. 


Aiken, 
Banning, 
Bell, 
Blackburn, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Boone, 
Bragg, 
Bright, 
Cabell, 


Caldwell, John W. 


Candler, 
Chalmers, 

Clark, Alwah A. 
Clark of Missouri, 
Clymer, 

Cook, 

Covert, 

Cravens, 


Crittenden, 
Cater, 
Dibrell, 
Dickey, 
Durham, 
Eden, 

Elam, 

Forney, 
Franklin, 
Gibson, 
Giddings, 
Hamilton, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Hart, 
Hartzell, 
Hatcher, 
Henry, 
Herbert, 


House, 
Kenna, 
Kimmel, 
Knott, 
Lynde, 
aish, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
McKenzie, 
McMahon, 
= ills, 
organ, 
Morrison, 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Patterson, T. N. 
Reilly 


oy ricus V. 


Riddle, 


Roberts, 
Robertson, 


Ross, 

Savler, 
Schleicher, 
Singleton, 
Stenger, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Walsh, 

Warner, 
Watson, 
Williams, A 5S. 
Williams, James 
Willis, A. 8. 


Willis, Benjamin A. 


Wilson, 
Wood, 

Wright, 
Yeates. 


| 


NAYS—2. 


Brogden, Keifer. 


NOT VOTING—214. 


Jones, John 8. 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Keightley, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Killinger, 
Knapp, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Leonard, 
Ligon, 
Lindsey, 
Lockwood, 
Loring, 
Luttrell, 
Mackey, 
Manning, 
Marsh, 
McCook, 
MeGowan, 
McKinley. 
Metcalfe, 
Mitchell, 
Money, 


Aldrich, 
Atkins, 
Bacon, 
Bagley, 
Baker, John H. 
Baker, William H. 
Ballou, 
Banks, 
Bayne, 
Beebe, 
Benedict, 
Bicknell, 
Bisbee, 
Blair, 
Bliss. 
Bouck 
Boya, 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Bridges, 
Briggs, 
Browne, 


Denison, 
Douglas, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
Eam 


Robinson, Geors 
Robinson, Milter: 
yan, 


Sampson, 
Sapp, 

Scales, 
Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Shelley, 
Sinnickson, 
Slemons, 
Smalls, 


Errett, 

Evans, I. Newton 
Evans, James L. 
Evins, John H. 
Ewing, 

Felton, 

Field, 

Finley, 

Fort, 

Foster, 
Freeman, 

Frye, 

Fuller, 

Gardner, 
Garfield, 

Garth, 

Gause, 

Glover, 

Goode, Monroe, 
Gunter, Morse, 
Hale, Neal. 
Hanna, 

Harmer, 

Harris, Benj. W. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Hariridge, 
Haskell, 

Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
Henderson, 
Henkle, 

Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hiscock, 
Hooker, 

Hubbell, 
Humphrey. 
Hungerford, 
Hunter, 

Hunton, 

Ittner 

James, 

Jones, Frank 
Jones, James T. 


a A. Herr 
mith, William 
Southard, ” 
Sparks, 
Springer, 
Starin, 
Steele, 
Stephens, 
Stewart, 
Stone, John W 
Stone, Joseph (. 
Strait, 
Swann, 
Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Throckmorton, 
veal, Tipton, 
Norcross, Townsend, Amos 
Oliver, 
O'Neill, 
Overton, 
Pacheco, 
Page, 
Patterson, G. W. 
— 

helps, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Potter, 
Pound, 
Powers, 
Price, 
Pridemore, 
Pugh, 


Bundy, 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 
Batler, 

Cain, 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Carlisle, 
Caswell, 
Chittenden, 
Chaflin, 

Clarke of Kentacky, 
Clark, Rush 
Cobb, 

Cole, 

Collins, 
Conger, 

Cox, Jacob D. 
Cox, Samuel 8. 


Crapo, 
Calberesn, 


Cummings, 
Danford, 
Darrall, 
Davidson, 
Davis, Horace 
Davis, Joseph J. 
Deering, 


Van Vorhes 
Veeder, 
Waddell, 

Wait, 

Walker, 

Ward, 

Welch, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael D 
Whitthorne, 
Wilhams, Andrew 
Williams, C.G. 
Williams, Jere N 
Williams, Richard 


Robbins, 


During the roll-call the following announcements were made; 

Mr. MULDROW. I wish to announce that General MANNING, of 
Mississippi, is paired with the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. CaLkiys. 

Mr. EDEN. My colleague, Mr. SPARKS, is paired with the gentle- 
man from Iowa, Mr. SAMPSON, and my colleague, Mr. Knapp, with 
the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Boyp. 

Mr. SHELLEY. I am paired with the gentleman from Indiana, 
Mr. Ropinson. If he were here, I should vote “ ay.” 

Mr. VEEDER. Lam paired with my colleague, Mr. Dwicur. If he 
were present, I should vote “ay.” 

Mr. YEATES. My colleague, Mr. SCALEs, is paired with the gen- 
tleman from California, Mr. PAGE; and my colleague, Mr. STEELE, 
with some gentleman on the other side, whose name I do not remen- 
be 


r. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I am paired with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. 
POWERS. 

Mr. SAPP. On all political questions I am paired with General 
EwInG, of Ohio. This being regarded as a political question, I do 
not vote. 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague, Mr. ELLSwortH, is paired with the 
gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. ROBBINS. : 

Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. 
SPRINGER, is paired with the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. Browyr. 
Mr. SPRINGER, if present, would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Iam paired with the gentleman 
from Mississippi, Mr. HooKER. 

Mr. McGOWAN. I am paired with the gentleman from Kentucky, 
Mr. TURNER. . 

Mr. ROBBINS. I desire to state that I am paired with Mr. Euts- 
worth, of Michigan. If he were here, I should vote in the aflirma- 
tive. I wish also to state that my colleague, Mr. STEELE, is paired 
with the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. NORCROSS ; my colleague, 
Mr. Davis, with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. Linpsry ; aud my 
colleague, Mr. VaNcE, with the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Wu- 
tits. My colleagues, if present, would vote “ ay.” a. 

Mr. GUNTER. I am paired with the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. 
BurcuarpD. If he were present, I should vote “ay.” _ 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan. The gentleman from Illivois, Mr. Tir- 
TON, who is absent by leave of the House, is paired with the gentle- 
man from New York, Mr. Cox. ca 

Mr. CLARK, of lowa. I am paired with the gentleman from Vit- 
ginia, Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. BENEDICT. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. BaGLey. 





[Sa. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. On this question there are—yeas 76, nays 2. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I object; there is no quorum vot- 


ing. 


Mr. WOOD. 
Mr. HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair sustains the point of order. 
I move that there be a call of the House. 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 


The House divided; and there were—ayes 39, noes 53. 


Mr. KEIFER. 
that 


present, 


The SPEAKER. 


I rise to a point of order. 
yeas aud nays were called on the question of an adjournment, and 
has not yet been disposed of. 

The question was raised that no quorum was 
and no quorum appearing the rules provide for an adjourn- 


ment or a call of the House. 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


pointed. 
T 


I demand tellers on the motion to adjourn. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. GARFIELD and Mr. Woop were ap- 


he House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 51, noes 60. 
so the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. WOOD. 


I move that there be a call of the House. 
Mr. HUBBELL. And on that motion I demand the yeas and nays. | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 74, nays 57, 





Be 
Blackburn, 
Blount, 


LOO, 


Brogden, 
abell, 


well, John W. 


ulmers, 
Alvah A. 


‘ 
‘ 
{ 
‘ 
‘ 
Clark of Missouri, 
‘ 
i 
{ 
‘ 
{ 
‘i 





ert, 
enden, 
! 
Banning 
} 
Bundy, 
Burchare 
Cs 
( 
( 
( 
Conger, 
Cox, Jacob D. 
Cummings, 





Atkins, 

Bacon, 

Bagley, 

Baker, John H. 
Baker, William HH. 
Ballou 

Banks, 

Bayne 

Beebe. 

Benedict, 
Bicknell, 
Bisbee, 

Blair, 

Bhss. 

Bouck, 

Boyd, 

Brentano, 
Bridges, 

Briggs, 

Browne, 
Buckner, 
Butler, 
Cain, 
Caldwell, W. P. 


Calkins, 





Carlisle, 
Caswell, 
Chittenden, 


Cob} 


Cox, Samuel S. 
Crapo, 
Cravens, 
Culberson, 
Darrall, 

Davy idson, 


Davis, Joseph J. 


not voting 157 


is follows : 


YEAS—738. 


Dibrell, 
Dickey, 
Durham, 
Eden, 
Eickhoff, 
Ewing, 
Forney, 
Franklin, 
Gibson, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 
Goode, 
Gunter, 
Hamilton, 
Ilardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Hart, 
Hartzell, 
Hatcher, 
Hlenry, 


NAYS—57. 


Deering, 
Dunnell, 
Eames, 
Elam, 
Evans, I. Newton 
Field, 
Gartield 
Hale, 
Hanna, 
ilaskell, 
Hendee, 
Hubbell, 
Huugerford, 
Ittner, 
James, 


Herbert, Ross, 

Hewitt, Abram S. Sayler, 

House, Schleicher, 
Keiter, Singleton, 
Keightley, Slemons, 

Kenna, Stenger, 
Kimmel, Townshend, R. W. 
Lynde, Tucker, 

Maish, Walker, 

Martin, Walsh, 
Mayham, Warner, 
McKenzie, Whitthorne, 

Me Mahon, Williams, James 
Morrison, Willis, Albert S. 
Muldrow, Willis, Benjamin A. 
Muller, Wilson, 
Patterson, T. M. Wright, 

Riddle, Yeates. 

Roberts, 

Robertson, 

Lapham, Sapp, 

Lathrop, Starin, 

Loring, Stone, John W 
Marsh, Strait, 

McCook, Thompson, 


McKinley, 


c Townsend, Amos 
Mitchell, 


Townsend, M. I. 


Monroe, Ward, 
Oliver, Watson, 
O'Neiil, Welch, 


Pacheco, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Peddie, 

Pollard, 

Pugh, 


White, Michael D. 
Williams C.G. 


NOT VOTING—157. 


Denison, 
Douglas, 
Dwight, 

Ellis, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 

Evans, James L. 
Evins, John H. 
Felton, 

Finley, 

Fort, 

Foster, 
Freeman, 

Frye, 

Fuller, 
Gardner, 
Garth, 

Ganuse, 

Harmer, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Ilartridge, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Ilenderson, 
Henkle, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hiscock, 
Hooker, 


‘arkeot Kentucky, Humphrey, 


Hunter, 
Hunton, 

Jones, Frank 
Jones, James T. 
Jones, John 8. 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 

Kelley, 
Ketcham, 


Killinger, Ryan, 
Knapp, Sampson, 
Knott, Scales, 
Landers, Sexton, 
Leonard, Shallenberger 
Ligon, Shelley, 
Lindsey, Sinnickson, 


Lock wood, 


Smalls, 
Luttrell, 


Smith, A. Herr 


Mackey, Smith, William E. 
Manning, Southard, 
McGowan, Sparks, 

Metcalfe, Springer, 

Mills, Steele, 

Money, Stephens, 
Morgan, Stewart, 

Morse, Stone, Joseph C. 
Neal, Swann, 

Norcross, Thornburgh, 
Overton, Throckmorton, 
Page, Tipton, 

Phelps, ‘Turner, 

Phillips, Turney, 

Potter, Vance, 

Pound, Van Vorhes, 
Powers, Veeder, 

Price, Waddell, 
Pridemore, Wait, 

uinn, White, Harry 
Rainey, Williams, A. 8. 
Randolph, Williams, Andrew 
Rea, Williams, Jere N. 
Reagan, Williams, Richard 
Reed, Willits, 

Reilly, Wood, 

Rice, Americus V. Wren, 
Rice, William W. Young. 


Robbins, 
Robinson, George D. 
Robinson, Milton S. 


So the House ordered there be a call of the House. 


During the vote the follow 
Mr. BENEDICT. I wish 


ing announcements were made: 
to state that I am paired with my col- 


I understand that the 


| 








} 
| 
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league, Mr. BAGLEY, who, if present, would vote in the negative 
while I would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I wish to state that I am paired with Mr. Pow- 
ERS, of Maine. 

Mr. SHELLEY. I am paired with Mr. Ropryson, of Indiana. I 
would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I am paired with Mr. Ligon, of Alabama, who 
was to leave this evening. If he is not here, I will withdraw my vote 
on that question. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado. Mr. SPRINGER, of Illinois, is paired 
with Mr. Brown, of Indiana. Mr. SPRINGER, if present, would vote 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
this and kindred questions. 

Mr. MCGOWAN. I am paired with Mr. TuRNER. 
in the negative. 

Mr. VAN VORHES. 
in the negative. 

Mr. EDEN. My colleague, Mr. SPARKS, is paired with Mr. Samp- 
SON, and my colleague, Mr. KNapp, is paired with my other col- 


I am paired with Mr. HOOKER on 
I would vote 


I am paired with Mr. Dickry. I would vote 


| league, Mr. Boyp. 


Mr. REILLY. Iam paired with Mr. OVERTON. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to say in relation to this and other votes 
which have been taken that Mr. ATKINS is paired with Mr. Smrru, of 
Pennsylvania. Mr. ATKINS was compelled to leave the House on 
account of illness. 

Mr. TUCKER. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. HUNTON, 
is paired on all these questions with Mr. Fry, of Maine. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to state that Mr. JonEs and Mr. Briaas, of 
New Hampshire, are paired. Mr. JONES would vote “ay” and Mr. 
BRIGGS “no.” 

Mr. PAGE. Onall political questions I am paired with Mr. SCALEs. 
He would vote in the affirmative and I would vote in the negative. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I am paired with Mr. LInDsry, of 
Maiue. If he were here, I would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I am paired with Mr. ELLSwortn, of Michigan. 
My colleagues, Mr. STEELE and Mr. VANCE, are paired as heretotore 
announced. 

Mr. FINLEY. 
these votes. 

Mr. McKENZIE. 

Mr. BRAGG. 
questions. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 


I am paired with Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts, on all 


Mr. BUCKNER is paired with Mr. Bacon. 
Mr. Bouck is paired with Mr. PoUND on all political 


I am requested to state that Mr. 


| ALDRICH is paired wich his colleague, Mr. HARRISON. 


Mr. STONE. Mr. Tipron, who ts absent by leave of the House, is 
paired with Mr. Cox, of New York. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. WOOD. It is evident there is no quorum present in the Hall, 
and as this will come up in the morning as unfinished business, | 
move the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at seven o’clock and 


| twenty-two minutes p,m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 
By Mr. BAKER, of Indiana: The petition of A. J. Ritter and 40 
others, of Indiana, for an amendment to the Constitution so as to 
prohibit the several States from disfranchising citizens of the United 


| States on account of sex—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Also, the petitions of Rev. Mr. Stodard and 100 others, of Indiana, 
and of Rev. E. Hall and 110 others, of Indiana, of similar import—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of the Grand Division of the Sons 
of Temperance of Rhode Island, for a commission of inquiry concern- 
ing the alcoholic liquor tratfic—to the same committee. 

$y Mr. BLACKBURN: Papers relating to the claim of Harriet C. 
Jones for compensation for property destroyed by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

sy Mr. BRENTANO: Five petitions of producers of flax in Cook 
County, Dlinois, that the duty on flaxseed and linseed oil remain 
unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRIDGES: The memorial of Lehigh lLron Company, manu- 
facturers at Allentown, Pennsylvania, employing four hundred work- 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of the 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and the nature of sach 
tariff legislation asin the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: Papers relating to the claim of 
Samuel Martin for indemnity for moneys belonging to the United 
States, stolen from him by guerrillas—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. CHALMERS: The petition of citizens of Vicksburgh, Mis- 
sissippi, for an appropriation for the protection of the river tront of 
said city—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of the National Temperance 
Society for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
tratiic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Mr. CLYMER: The memorials of Monocacy Furnace Company, | 
manufacturers of iron, at Monocacy, employing forty workmen, and | 


of J. G. Leinbach & Co., manufacturers of woolens, at Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, employing eighty workmen, that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an oflicial inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and that the nature of the legislation is such as in the 
opinion of practical business men would best promote the restoration 
of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of grocers of Saint Louis, Missouri, 


that the duty on sugar be made so much per pound, without regard | 


to color or quality—to the same committee. 

By Mr. COLLINS: The memorials of Jasper Shoemaker, manutfact- 
urer of woolens, at Dalton, Pennsylvania, employing ten workmen ; 
of Jackson & Woodin Manufacturing Company and other manufact- 
urers of iron, at Berwick, Pennsylvania, employing six hundred work- 
men; of Grove Brothers, manufacturers of iron, at Danville, Pennsy]- 
vania, employing two hundred and five workmen; of E. B. Grice, 
manufacturer of paper, at Catawissa, Pennsylvania, employing fifty 
workmen; of the Bloomsburgh Iron Company, employing one hun- 
dred and fifty workmen, that Congress will take no action concerning 
a revision of tariff duties antil atter it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and that 
the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion 
of practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FORT: The petition of the department of agriculture of 
Illinois, that a secretary of agriculture be appointed, to rank with the 
otber members of the President’s Cabinet—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of J. T. Howard, M. D., J. E. Mor- 
gan, M. D., Columbus Alexander, and 26 other citizens of the District 
of Columbia, for an appropriation for the erection of the Washington 
Inebriate Asylum—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Papers relating to the bill for the relief 
of Captain C, H. McNally, Third United Staies Cavalry—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of citizens of Kansas, that the 
duty on flaxseed and linseed oil remain unchanged—to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama: Papers relating to the claim of 
James M, Houston—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the bill for the relief of John W. Black— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claim of John E. Bauman 
for compensation for the occupation and use of his mill at Nashville, 
Tennessee, by the United States Army—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petitions of C. L. Ingersol and others, 
ot De Soto, Wisconsin, and of L. G. Merrill and others, of Merrilon, 
Wisconsin, for the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of L. M. Payne, for compensation 
for injuries to his property caused by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JOYCE: The petition of the Independent Order of Good 
Templars of the United States, officially signed, representing four 
hundred and fifty thousand members, for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Mr. KEIFER: The petition of J. D. Edge and ninety-six oth- 
ers, of Piqua, Ohio, that the present rate of duty on flaxseed and lin- 
seed oil remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of the Good Templars of Pennsy!- 
vania, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcholic liquor 
traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NORCROSS: The memorial of the Union Paper Manufact- 
uring Company, at Holyoke, Massachusetts, employing one hundred 
and tifty workmen, and of the Montague Paper Company and other 
manufacturers of paper, at Turner’s Falls, Massachusetts, employing 
two hundred and forty workmen, that Congress will take no action 
concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascer- 
tained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the 
country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the res- 
toration of general prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The memorial of H. J. Deily, of Philadelphia, 
for the issue of a 4 per cent. loan of $10,000,000 for the purposes of 
emigration and for a bureau of emigration for the Eastern and Middle 
States and also for the Southern and intermediate Stutes—to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: The petition of the Grand Temple of Honor and 
Temperance of New Jersey, for a commission of inquiry concerning 
the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of the Woman’s Temperance Union 
of Iowa, of a similar import—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PUGH: The petition of the Grand Division ef the Sons of 
a of New Jersey, of similar import—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. REILLY: The petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, for aid 
to settlers on public lands—to the Committee on Public Lands. 


By Mr. SPRINGER: Papers relating to the claims of B. 1 I 
seau, Sarah Butt, J. and A. G. Covert, Harriet Graham, F, p P 
R. H. Shropshire, and Horace White, for compensation for pro 
taken, used, and destroyed by the United States Army—to the 
mittee on War Claims. F 

Also, papers relating to the claim of J. J. Leopold for com per 
tion for damages sustained by reason of the eagaliodions of Indians~ 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. _— 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Thomas MeNulty—to the ¢ 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: The petition of Pleasant Porte; D 
M. Hodge, and Yarteker Harjo, delegates of the Creek Natio, of 
Indians, for an appropriation for the benefit of individual mem)er 
of the Creek Nation, known as “ Creek orphans ”—to the Committe. 
on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Top. 
plars of North Carolina, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Also, papers relating to the establishment of post-routes between 
Rutherfordton and Old Fort, North Carolina, and between Green 
River and Cedar Mountain, North Carolina—to the Committee on the 

| Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WARD: The memorial of the mayor and common council 
of Chester, Pennsylvania, for an appropriation for the repair of the 
| ice-harbor at said city—to the Committee on Commerce. 
| By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: The petition of the Good Tem. 
| plars of Delaware, for a commission of inquiry concerning the aleo- 
| holic liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The protest of twenty-five labor- 
ers, citizens of the United States, against the discrimination made 
by the laws of the United States in fixing the salaries of Depart- 
ment employés and the salaries of mechanics and laborers employed 
by the Government—to the Committee on Appropriations. F 
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IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, December 15, 1877. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
THE JOURNAL. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the Journal of 
the proceedings of yesterday. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As the Senate is not very full yet, I suggest that 
the Secretary do not commence the reading of the Journal just at 
present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That will be the order, if there be no 
objection. 

Mr. FERRY, (at twelve o’clock and forty minutes p. m.) Mr, 
President, is there not a quorum of the Senate present? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks there is. 

Mr. FERRY. I ask that the Journal be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Journal will be read. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Gzorce M. 
Apams, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 119) to remove the charges against Lieutenant 
Charles Wilkinson, late of Company K, One hundred and second 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, on file in the War Department; 

A bill (H. R. No. 694) for the relief of William H. Needham, late 
second lieutenant of Company D, Twenty-second Regiment lows 
Infantry Volunteers ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1487) making appropriations for the payment of 
claims reported to Congress under section 2 of the act approved June 
16, 1874, by the Secretary of the Treasury. , 

The message also announced that the House had concurred in the 
amendment of the Senate to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) re 
ative to reservoirs to promote the navigation of the Mississ'pp! 
River. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolutions; and they 
were thereupon signed by the Vice-President : ee 

A bill (8. No. 192) providing for the printing and distribution “ 
the Biennial Register ; 

A bill (S. No. 315) authorizing the changing ef the name of the 
ship Samuel G. Reed ; : 4 

A bill (H. R. No. 2115) relative to the burial of the officers - 
others of the United States Navy who perished by the wreck of the 
United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes ;_ 

A bill (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appre 
riations for the service of the Government - the fiscal year ending 
une 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes ; 

A joint resolation &. R. No. 3) authorizing Commander Edmund 











©. Matthews, of the United States Navy, to accept a gilt tea-pot from 
a of Siam ; and im . . 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) relative to reservoirs to promote 
the navigation of the Mississippi River. 

Mr. CONOVER. Mr. President, according to the order of yester- 
day, I believe the Chair was authorized to adjourn the Senate after 
the reading of the Journal and the signing of enrolled bills. I wish 
to state that there are several bills before the Committee on Enrolled 
Bill h have not been acted upon, there are others that are 
re Comanittes ou Enrolled Bills have had time to make their report. 
~The VICE-PRESIDENT. That was the understanding of the Sen- 
The Chair will observe it. 

DEATH OF SENATOR BOGY. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, it had been my intention to offer 
resolutions of respect to the memory of my late colleague, Hon. Lewis 
V. Bogy, before the usual holiday recess, but in deference to the wish 
ind pre ference of others it has been thought best to defer it until 
after the recess. I now give notice that on Wednesday, the 16th day 
of January, 1378, I shall present such resolutions and ask the consid- 
eration of the Senate upon them. 

CHARGES AGAINST SENATOR BUTLER. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be, and hereby is: 
instructed to inquire forthwith, and reportas soon as may be, any threats, promises, or 
rr-ngements respecting existing or contemplated accusations or criminal prosecu- 
tions against any Senator, or any other corrupt or otherwise unlawful means or influ- 
ences have been in any manner used or put in operation, directly or indirectly, by M. 
C. Burier, oneof the Senators from the State of South Carolina, or by any other Sen- 
atoror other person, for the purpose of influencing the vote of Senators on the question 
of discharging said committee from the consideration of said M. C. BUTLER's creden- 
tials, or the other question at the late session of the Senate ; and that said committee 
have power to send for persons and papers and to sit during the sittings of the 
Senate. 

I make this motion, Mr. President, in pursuance of notice previ- 
ously given when my credentials were under discussion in this body, 
and this resolution is substantially the resolution offered by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, [Mr. EpMuNDs.] So far as I am concerned, I 
desire, I may also say I demand, that the fullest and most complete 
investigation shall be made of my conduct touching my admission to 
this body. 

In connection with this resolution, when it was proposed by the 
Senator from Vermont, he read an extract from the New York Tri- 
bune, which will be found on page 18 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
of November 27. I beg that that extract from the New York Tribune 
may also go to the Committee on Privileges and Elections and that 
they, in connection with that extract from the paper, shall make this 
inquiry. I ask for the immediate consideration of the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Carolina offers 
a resolution, which will be reported by the Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT, Is there objection to the consideration 
of the resolution? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, was understood to object in his seat. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL. I hardly think it would be in pursuance of the 
agreement to pass this resolution. I understood that, after all other 
contingencies had yesterday been provided for, the Senator from Del- 
aware (Mr. BAYARD] rose and asked that the Senator from South 
Carolina should have permission to introduce such a resolution as 
this. Certainly the introduction of it would comprehend all that 
could be justified under the circumstances. 

Mr. THURMAN. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. BAYARD, May I say one word ? 

: a VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio was recognized 
yy the Chair. 

Mr. BAYARD. I merely wish to say that this subject was ex- 
aig exempted yesterday from the operation of the order asked 
or. 

Mr. THURMAN. And it so appears in the Recorp, I believe. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It does so appear in the Recorp, and 
that was the understanding. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I shall vote for this resolution, 
and | wish to state why I shall vote for it. I shall vote for it be- 
“— the Senator from South Carolina asks for the investigation—— 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I rise to a question of order. 

Mc AGE-PRESIDENT. The Senator will state his point of order. 
ae “RON, of Wisconsin. The reservation in regard to this 
uatter may be found on page 12 of the Recorp of to-day : 
peer, I gilse desire that there should be excepted from the order an op- 
of inguicy beter honda South Carolina (Mr. BUTLER) to offer a resolution 

3 session. 

= CAEL. And that was not ratified. 

Naeem = ON, of Wisconsin. As suggested by the Senator from 

tacit und at was not ratified; but I suppose there was a sort of 
derstanding that it should be ratified; but it comprehends 

“Te the introduction of the resolution. 

“. " VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator asks unanimous consent | 

Mr CAM! eration. Of course one objection throws it over. 

‘CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Then I object. 
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enrolled, and I request that the Senate be not adjourned until | 


I ask leave, Mr. President, to offer the following | 
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Mr. THURMAN. If the Senator had not interrupted me, I should 
have been throngh before this time. DoI understand that the Sena- 
tor objects to the consi eration of this resolution now ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of ‘Wisconsin. Yes, I have objected to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Very well. I thinkit is entirely contrary to the 
understanding yesterday. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I appeal to the Recorp. 

Mr. BAYARD. At the close of the session yesterday there was 
some little confusion upon the floor; but there was no confusion, I 
am sure, in what was stated and understood by me and stated and 
understood by the Vice-President. When I made the statement that 
this resolution should be excepted from the effect of the order pro- 
hibiting consideration, [ had from the Chair a bow of recognition 


| assenting to that, which probably the occupant of the chair now re- 


members. What I said was in the hearing of the whole Senate, and 
there was no objection made of any kind to that. Therefore there 
cannot be doubt, I submit to the honorable Senator from Wisconsin, 
that the intent of the S nate, the object of the Senate, as appears by 
all that passed, was that this resolution should not be excluded by 
the fact of the haste to obtain an adjournment. 

I trust, therefore, that the honorable Senator will withdraw his 
objection in order that the understanding of the body may not be 
violated. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I heard, or at least 
I supposed I heard what the Senator from Delaware stated yester- 
day, and my recollection of what was said corresponds exactly with 
what appears in the Recorp. That being my recollection, and that 
being the statement in the RECORD, I must take it that the state- 
ment in the RECORD is correct. I did not object to the introduction 
of the resolution, but I objected to its consideration at this time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, I merely rise to say that my recol- 
lection concurs entirely in what has been said by the Senator from 
Wisconsin. I do not imagine that the Senator from Delaware would 
contend that the assent given by the Senate to the Senator from 
South Carolina to offer a resolution of inquiry would bind the Sen- 
ate to consider and agree to that resolution irrespective of what it 
might contain. My understanding certainly was, and I believe that 
was the understanding of those around me, that the Senator from 
Sonth Carolina was to have an opportunity of offering a resolution 
of inquiry. 

In this connection I may state that the chairman of the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections [Mr. WADLEIGH] had already left the 
Senate and gone home. We are now in the last hour of the session. 
There will be no meeting of that committee until January. There- 
fore it would be nugatory to have the resolution referred to the com- 
mittee for any action; and inasmuch as there may be considerations 
that the chairman would desire to present, I should feel bound to add 
my request also to that of the Senator from Wisconsin, that the reso- 
lution might lie over for consideration under the rules. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, this debate is going on all out of 
order, and therefore, perhaps, I may take the liberty to be out of 
order too a little. 

This resolution offered by the Senator from South Carolina is pre- 
cisely the amendment offered by the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS] to the resolution discharging the committee from the consid- 
eration of Mr. BUTLER’s credentials. For that amendment I think 
the Senator from Wisconsin voted. I think, too, my friend from Kan- 
sas voted for it. 

Mr. INGALLS. I did. 

Mr. THURMAN. It proposed to stop a report as to the credentials 
of Mr. BUTLER until the committee could go into the examination of 
these newspaper charges. The Senator from Wisconsin then thought 
the matter of so much consequence that he was willing that the 
Senator-elect from South Carolina should stand out in the cold untii 
this matter was investigated. Pending that discussion I said, being 
authorized to say it, that whenever the Senator from South Carolina 
should be seated he would ask for this investigation. Now he 
comes and asks for it on the very first day when he could ask for 
it; and now this investigation, which was supposed to be of such 
transcendent moment that the examination of his credentials and 
his right to be seated on this floor were to be delayed in order that 
the investigation might be made, according to the opinion of some 
Senators, is to be postponed and not acted upon by reason of a single 
objection. I confess, sir, it strikes me as marvelously strange. What 
is there in this resolution that should prevent its adoption by those 
who voted for the amendment of the Senator from Vermont? 

I was going on to say—and I will say it and then relieve the Sen- 
ate from any further disorderly talk on ny part—lI shall vote for this 
resolution ; but I vote for it for two reasons and for two reasons 
alone. I vote for it because the Senator from South Carolina asks for 
the investigation, and I vote for it because with his authority I gave 
an assurance to the Senate, while the subject was before us upon the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont, that if the Senator from 
South Carolina obtained his seat he would move himself for such an 
investigation, or that it should be moved. For these two reasons I 
shall vote for the investigation; otherwise I would not vote for it. 
There has been no foundation laid for it except an anonymous commu- 
nication from thiscity to a New York newspaper; and I say to Senators. 


| now that if we are to have investigations into the conduct of Sena 
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tors upon every anonymous communication to a newspaper, we can 
do nothing else. Why, sir, if the twelve Apostles were members of 
this body they would not escape defamation. 
more than the mere anonymous communication to a newspaper before 
the character of a Senator is to be held up to the American people 
as a subject of investigation by a committee of this body. 

I think the Senate owes something to itself. I think it owes some- 
thing to the reputation of its own members. I think it owes some- 
thing to the character of the body and of this Government and tothe 
American people, which should prevent us from seizing hold of every 
newspaper slip and putting a Senator of this body upon trial. I 
never have agreed to it except once before under similar circum- 
stances in the case of the Senator from Oregon [Mr. GROVER] and 
this case ; and I never will consent, so far as I am concerned, that a 
Senator shall be dragged through the mire because some man has 
seen fit anonymously to defame him. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I think among the most unfortunate 
things that ever happen in a legislative body is a misunderstanding 
in regard to an agreement such as was made yesterday, and I have 
been long enough in another branch of Congress to know, I might 
almost say the peril of making these agreements. Here is an obvious 
misunderstanding, and there is ground for it. But I suggest to the 
Senator from South Carolina that he has gained all that he could gain 
by the adoption of this resolution, personally, by showing his willing- 
ness and his readiness for the investigation. I suggest also to the 
honorable Senator from Ohio that there could be no greater infraction 
of the understanding of yesterday than to bring in any subject which 
wight lead to a prolonged debate. 

Now, this very debate takes place in the absence of the Senator 
from Vermont, whose name is conspicuously associated with the 
matter. A debate, to be sure, is not business, and yet debate of a 
certain character might spring up here which would be virtually a 
worse infraction of the understanding of yesterday than a great many 
matters of business would be, in that it might violate the rights and 
trample upon the wishes of the absent Senator more decidedly than 
a piece of business would do. 

Yow, it is quite obvious that if the Senate shall adopt this resolu- 
tion there will be nothing done upon it till after the 10th of January. 
In the mean time the Senator from South Carolina has gained every- 
thing that he could gain by the adoption of the resolution to him- 
self by showing, as was pledged for him on the floor of the Senate, 
that he would offer such a resolution and demand this investigation, 
and I think the understanding might come to an end just there. I 
think myself that the offering of the resolution does carry with it 
fairly the question of its consideration. Ithink it would be the uni- 
versal understanding, unless there was something excepted from it, 
that the offering of a resolution carried with it the action of the 
body upon that resolution. That, I think, is » fair construction; I 
must say so; but at the same time I repeat the consideration might 
itself carry with it a violation of what was understood more decidedly 
than the passage or adoption of half a dozen resolutions, and I think 
that it would be a virtual compliance with the understanding and 
a virtual gaining on the part of the Senator from South Carolina of 
all that he desires, if the matter should stop just here. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
ter shall stop just where it is; I have not urged it, but I will say this: 
My friend from Ohio says that it is marvelously strange that objec- 
tion should be made to this resolution by the honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin. Now, in view of what happened in this body pending 
the investigation of my credentials, when we all remember it, I can 
only designate the oa as not only marvelously strange, but 
more than that, marvelously unfair to me. 

I have accomplished all that was proposed to be accomplished. My 
honorable friend from Ohio gave the assurance that the resolution 
would be offered upon my admission. It is offered. I have invited 
the investigation; I have not urged it. I am not responsible for its 
introduction in this body, nor am I responsible for the absence of the 
Senator from Vermont. I was absent when he introduced the reso- 
lution and he is now absent when I renew it. I have only this to 
say, that I am perfectly content with whatever action the Senate 
takes on the resolution. 

Mr. PADDOCK. If the Senator will allow me, I should like to 
make a statement. In a conversation with the Senator from Ver- 
mont this morning, in which I referred to this reservation of the 


right of the Senator from South Carolina to offer this resolution, the | 


Senator from Vermont told me that he did not hear the suggestion 
of the Senator from Delaware, and that he did not understand that 
that reservation was made. I say this in justice to the Senator from 
Vermont, who is not here. So far as I am concerned, I shall very 
gladly vote for this resolution on the invitation of the Senator from 
South Carolina, but I do not think it was understood by this reser- 
vation by anybody on this side of the Chamber that it was to be fully 
considered and voted on. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I desire, Mr. President, to say one 
word, and that is simply this: All that I am insisting upon is that 
the agreement made by the Senate yesterday with itself shall be 
carried out according to the spirit and intent of that agreement. If 
it be marvelously strange, or, as the Senator from South Carolina 


says, more than marvelously strange—just exactly what that would 
be I do not know—— 
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Mr. INGALLS. “Marvelously unfair,” he said. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. ‘“ Marvelously unfair!” 
understand the Senator distinctly. If it be marveloy 
marvelously strange that I should insist upon carrying out the q 
ment as I think every member of the Senate on this side of the Glens. 
ber understood it, then perhaps it is just to say that this objecti oe 
marvelously strange or marvelously unfair, but not otherwise i 

I am not opposed to this resolution. When it comes up proper) 
and in order, I shall vote for it; but it does not come up Senne 
and in order this morning, and for that reason I make the objecting 
I am not at all opposed to the investigation and shall cheertylly ,,,, 
for the resolution when the time comes at which it can properly |, 
considered. Jia 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, one word. I cannot boast aboy: 
my observance of agreements that we enter into in this Senate yy: 
I shall be charged (which I never yet have been) with violating 
them; but I wish to say, as it is a matter of understanding, that | 
certainly understood that this resolution might be introduced ay) 
might be acted on in the way that any other measure is acted upon, 
by being presently considered by unanimous consent, and passe, \; 
the Senate saw fit to passit. I thought that the reservation of thy 
Senator from Delaware included a disposition of the resolution x 
well as its introduction. Other Senators it seems thought ditferent|; 
Very well, then, it must go over under the rules, I suppose. , 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution has gone over on ay o). 
jection to its present consideration. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0, L 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President hj 
this day approved and signed the following bills and joint resolution 

An act (8. No. 192) providing for the printing and distribution of 
the Biennial Register; 

An act (8. No. 315) authorizing the changing of the name of the ship 
Samuel G. Reed; and ; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No.3) authorizing Commander Edmund 0 
Matthews of the United States Navy to accept a gilt tea-pot from the 
Emperor of Siam. 


I did hot 
asly unfair or 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

After a laps+ of time, 

Mr. PADDOCK, (at one o’clock and fifty minutes p.m.) I should 
like to inquire if it would be within the limit of the reservations 
made yesterday to proceed to the consideration of executive business! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ferry in the chair.) It would 
not. The Chair would construe that as business. 

Mr. EATON, (at two o’clock and, four minutes p.m.) Mr. Pres- 
dent, under the « po of yesterday, would a motion to go into 
executive session be in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that on a siui- 
lar question being put the Chair by the Senator from Nebraska, the 
Chair ruled that it would not be in order. The present occupant of 


| the Chair was not present when the agreement was made yesterday, 


and from what he has heard to-day, there being a difference of opin- 


| ion on that question, he will now submit the question to the Senate 
Mr. President, I am perfectly satisfied that the mat- | 


whether it would be a violation of the agreement of yesterday forthe 
Senate to proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senate is very thin. The agreement was 
clearly stated yesterday as to what might be done to-day, and of 
course everything else must be excluded. ae 

The PRESIDI ‘G OFFICER. Upon a single objection it will be 


construed as a violation of the agreement. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I should like to have the attention 
of the Senator from Iowa. The question whether anything slia!l le 
done in executive session is another question. I hope the Seaater 
will make no objection to going into executive session ; but a 
doing anything when the Senate is in executive session that is a 
other question. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. 
into a closed session. : 

Mr. EATON. If the Senator from Iowa will pardon me, and the 
Chair also, I did not ask the Chair with a view to considering exec" 
tive business, but whether it would be proper now to move t 
into executive session. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair rules that the motion 
suggested by the Senator would be business; but on the question” 
the agreement whether going into executive session would be a ed 
lation of that agreement, the Chair will submit it to the Sena : 
this form: Is it a violation of the agreement of yesterday for 
Senate now to proceed to the consideration of executive ae, 
Senators concurring will say “ay.” [‘“Ay.”] Contrary, “™ 


I do not object to resolving ourselve 


[ “No.” 


Mr. SARGENT. I do not think the question is understood. as 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of that opimion 


Is the motion to proceed to the consideration of executive busines 4 


violation of the 


ment made yesterday ? 
Mr. PADDOCK. 


I understand that there is a subject-matter before 
ich is closely 00- 


nected with, if not a part of, the subject-matter which TE 








1877. 





sanators on the floor that it might come within the limit of that reser- 
saath to consider that particular subject-matter. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will put the question 


ae, BAYARD. May I respectfully submit that where there is a 
¥ ti n of doubt in respect to an understanding that has its only | 
ques 0 : 


foundation in good faith, it had better be solved in favor of non- | 
ounds 


action ? 


Mr. SARGENT. I think that is so, too. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that he has 
lready ruled upon the question in the case presented by the Senator 
from Nebraska, but will submit it to the Senate in order not to im- 

~wle business. 
P - M AXEY. I remember the agreement very distinctly. It was 
that nothing should be done except the reading of the Journal and 
two matters which were excepted, and only two. Executive busi- 
ness was not one of the things which were excepted ; and therefore 
‘+ would be a violation of the agreement to proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business ; 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
it cannot be done. : : ; 

Mr. PADDOCK. As it seems to be the view of a considerable num- 
ber of Senators that it would be a violation of the agreement to go 
nto executive session, I shall not press the matter. 
~The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will consider that there | 
is objection, so that there cannot be a unanimous vote upon the point 
whether it would be a violation of the agreement to go into executive | 
session. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I fully agree with the Chair. If 
there is objection, it cannot be done and ought not to be done. 

SESSION WITH CLOSED DOORS. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, there is a matter to which the at- 
tention of the Senate will be called, I am authorized to say or to be- 
lieve, and that ought to be considered perhaps with closed doors ; and 
under Rule 64 I move that the doors of the Senate be closed 

Mr. ALLISON and Mr. MORRILL. That can be done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio moves that 
the doors be closed. 

The wotion was agreed to; and the doors of the Senate Chamber 
were closed. 


Unless there is unanimous consent, 


Mr. HAMLIN (while the doors were closed) submitted the follow- 
ing order; which was considered by unanimous consent, and unani- 
nously agreed to : 

Whereas a misunderstanding having arisen between Hon. Roscor CONKLING and 
Hon. Joun B. GorvoN in the course of the executive proceedings of the Senate of 

esterday, and mutual understandings thereon having been arrived at, as set out 

the following paper: It is 

Ordered, That said paper be entered at large on the Legislative Journal of the 
Senate, namely : 

Daring an executive session of the Senute held yesterday words were uttered 
both by Senator GorpDoN, of Georgia, and by Senator CONKLING, of New York, 
which were mutually felt to be unkind and offensive. Reports of the incident 
appear in the papers of this morning which are inaccurate and unjust to both 
speakers. Upon a careful inquiry as to what was said by each speaker and what 
was understood to be said by the other, it is certain that the first offensive words 
were inspired by an honest misunderstanding of what had been innocently said 
iy the other speaker. One harsh remark provoked another, as too often hap- 
pens, but all that was offensive was the outgrowth of misapprehension. Since such 
was the fact we, who are mutual friends of both Senators, are of the opinion that 
it is due alike to the Senate and the speakers that whatever was felt to be unkind 
or offensive in the remarks of either should be treated as if never uttered, and, we 
ire now authorized to state, are mutually and simultaneously withdrawn. 

“TH. HAMLIN. 

‘M. W. RANSOM. 
“TIMOTHY O. HOWE. 
“J. E. McDONALD. 


PERSONAL MISUNDERSTANDING. 


DECEMBER 15, 1877. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. OGLESBY, and by unanimous consent, the Sen- 
ute proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 

After one hour and five minutes session with closed doors, the doors 
were re-opened. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. CONOVER, (at three o’clock and thirteen minutes p.m.) I 
move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
Re I RESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Florida moves 
that the Senate do now adjourn. [Putting the quest ion.] The motion 


is agreed to; and the Senate stands adjourned until Thursday, Jan- | 
vary 10, 1878, F 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, December 15, 1877. 


oe comet at twelveo’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate by Mr. Sympson, one of its Clerks, in- | 


| 
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joint resolution of the following titles ; 


ae 


formed the House that the Senate had passed, with amendments in 
which the concurrence of the House was requested, a bill of the House 
of the following title: 

The bill (H. R. No. 1637) to establish post-routes in the several 
States herein named. 


APPROVAL OF BILLS. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. PRUDEN, 
one of his secretaries, announced that the President had approved 
and signed bills and joint resolutions of the following titles: 

A bill (HI. R. No. 1746) tor the relief of the sutterers by the wreck 
of the United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes ; 

A bill CH. R. No. 1532) to provide a method for the settlement and 
adjustment of the accounts of the attorney of the United States for 
the District of Columbia ; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No, 48) in relation to the international 
industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 58) fixing the date on which the pay- 
ment of the twenty-one clerks to committees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, who are paid during the session only, shall begin ; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 59) authorizing payment of employés 
of the House of Representatives their salaries tor time served by them 
during the present session of Congress without having taken the oath 
prescribed by law. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill and 
when the Speaker signed the 
Same : 

An act (S. No. 315) authorizing the changing of the name of the 
ship Samuel G. Reed: and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 3) authorizing Commander Edmund O. 
Matthews, of the United States Navy, to accept a gilt tea-pot from 
the Emperor of Siam. 

Mr. RAINEY, from the same committee, reported that the commit- 
tee had examined and found truly enrolled bills and a joint resolu- 
tion of the following titles, when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
Jyne 30, 1878, and for prior years, and for other purposes ; 

An act (H. R. No. 2115) relative to the burial of the officers and 
others of the United States Navy who perished by the wreck of the 
United States steamer Huron, and for other purposes; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) relative to reservoirs to promote 
the navigation of the Mississippi River. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SAPP. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a bill for refer- 
ence. 

Mr. COVERT. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. ROBERTS. [ask the gentleman from New York [Mr. COVERT] 
to withdraw his call for the regular order for a few moments that | 
may report a resolution from the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. COVERT. I withdraw the call for the present for that pur- 
pose. 

PAY OF HOUSE EMPLOYES. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I ask unanimous consent to report from the Com- 
mittee of Accounts for present consideration the following resolu 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to pay the employés of the House their respective salaries for the month 
of December as soon as practicable after the adjournment of the House to-day 


Mr. THOMPSON. I desire to ask the chairman of the Committee 
of Accounts what employés this is intended to cover ? 

Mr. ROBERTS. It relates to the regular employés of the House— 
none other. It is the usual resolution. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COVERT. I renew my demand for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York calls for the reg- 
ular order, which is the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. HALE. I hope, owing to the nearness of the time of the ad- 
journment, that before the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
goes on opportunity will be attorded for the signature and final action 
upon such bills as both Houses have agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair 1s taking every opportunity to sign 
them. 

Mr. WOOD. If any bill, Mr. Speaker, shall be lost, the gentleman 
from Maine and his friends on that side will be responsible. We have 
no disposition to interfere with the public business, but they have 
every disposition to interfere with proper investigation. 

Mr. HALE. It is certainly a very novel mode of reasoning, that 
because I call the attention of the Chair to the fact of the necessity 
for the passage of these bills I and my honorable friends should be 
charged with opposing them. 

Mr. WOOD. The regular order, I believe, is the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 
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Mr. WOOD. I desire to appeal—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. WOOD. I believe I have the floor for one hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair corrects himself; the gentleman has 
the floor for one hour on the question of reference. 

Mr. WOOD. This is a question ef reference to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CONGER. That is not the pending question. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman state what is the pending 
question f 

Mr. CONGER. The pending question is the call of the House, 
which was ordered and is now pending. 

Mr. SAYLER. The House adjourned after the call of the House 
had been ordered, and that dispensed with all further proceedings 
under the call. The pending business is the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Woop. ] 

The SPEAKER. The adjournment of the House yesterday ended 
all questions touching « quorum for that day; and the unfinished 
business is the motion of the gentleman from New York to commit 
the resolutions to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HALE. Does this come over as unfinished business? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that it does. 

Mr. HALE. Under what rule? 

The SPEAKER Under Rule 56, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The consideration of the unfinished business in w hich the House may be engaged 
at an adjournment shall be resumed as soon as the Journal of the next day is read, 
and at the same time each day thereafter until disposed of; and if, from any cause, 
other business shall intervene, it shall be resumed a8 soon as such other business 
is disposed of. And the consideration of a'l other unfinished business shall be 
re oe whenever the class of business to which it belongs sball be in order under 
the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] will give 
his particular attention to the last clause of this rule, in so far as it 
affects the motions made on yesterday. The Chair also desires to 
have read by the Clerk a note appended to the rule, which shows 
how definite and clear was the intention of those who framed the 
rule that the proceeding insisted on by the Chair at this time should 
be adopted in preference to the practice that has theretofore pre- 
vailed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The rule of November 13, 1794, for which this was substituted, provided that 
“the unfinished business in which the House was engaged at the last preceding 
adjournment shall have preference in the orders of the day; and no motion on any 
other business sball be received, without special leave of the House, until the 
former is disposed of.” The object of the new rule was to give the unfinished 
business a more certain, as well as highly privileged, position. According to the 
construction given this rule the untinished business on private-bill days is not 
resumed until the next private-bill day, and the first hour after the reading of the 


Journal on Monday is devoted to the objects contemplated by the fifty-firstand one 
hun'red and thirtieth rules. 


Mr. CONGER. Yesterday was private-bill day. If there is any 
untinished business it comes within the rule as to the unfinished busi- 
nessof Friday. The resolution of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Woop] was business on Friday. It was unfinished business, and it 
is not tor the Chair to assume that, being public business, it is there- 
fore taken out of the rule, for the rule says, without reference to the 
kind of business, that the unfinished business of one Friday shall go 
over to the next Friday. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman himself yesterday raised the point 
that the resolution was not private business. 

Mr. CONGER. Still the rule does not say that public business shall 
be taken up at one time as private business on Friday and public busi- 
ness on another day. 

The SPEAKER. The rule which the Chair has conformed to gave 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] the right to report from 
his committee at any time for commitment. 

Mr. CONGER. But the rule says the unfinished business of one 
Friday, of which that resolution was a part, shall go over until the 
next Friday. 

The SPEAKER. That applies only to the motion of the gentleman 
from Michigan, [ Mr. CONGER, } which was that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. That 
motion, of course, under the rule, is now eliminated, and the public 
business stands, of course, as unfinished business, under the very 
letter of Rule 56. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, if the Chair pleases, there are these two horns 
of this dilemma: either that the resolution was not proper business 
for Friday, as 1 before contended, or, if it was properly Friday busi- 
ness, then the rule applies to it and carries it over as unfinished busi- 
ness of the last Friday to the next Friday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has never decided that the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York was private business; on the con- 
trary, he stated that it was not, and need not be, under the rule to 
report at any time for commitment. 

ir. CONGER. I know that; but I say there is but one of these 
two horus of the dilemma which the Chair can take, upon which the 


Speaker must base this proposition, and it is immaterial to me which | 


one is used. The rule in regard to unfinished business must apply to 
the business of yesterday. 
The SPEAKER. Andon yesterday the Chair held that the motion 


of the gentleman from New York was subordinate to the 
the gentleman from as [Mr. CoNGER] on Frid 
House go into Committee o 


order might have been raised which would rule it out. 
discussion upon the different points of order the gentleman froy, 
Michigan [Mr. CONGER] interposed a motion that took preced f 
any motion which the gentleman from New York (Mr. Woop} could 
seek to make. The motion of the gentleman from Michigan, as | 
remember it, was made first and before any motion was made by thy 
gentleman from New York to commit his resolution. Pending’ tha; 








es 


motion ot 


I ay that the 
the Whole on the Private Calendar. ” 


Mr. HALE Will the Chair listen to my point of order? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will listen to every point of or 


Mr. HALE. My point of order is that the resolution of c.” 


f the gen- 


tleman from New York (Mr. Woop] does not come before the Hone 
as unfinished business, because it was never really be _ 
yesterday. That is my point. 


gun business on 


The SPEAKER. Then the Chair does not understand what wy, 


meant by the proceedings and the several motions which were made 
yesterday, if they were not in the nature of business. . 


Mr. HALE. The Chair will hear me. The gentleman from New 


| York was recognized by the Speaker and sought to introduce }j, 
resolution. Even before the resolution was read points of order wep 
raised against it. Clearly, then, at that time it was not before the 


House. Clearly then it had not come before us, because a point of 


Pending the 


ence of 


motion on Friday, and before a vote was taken upon it, the Houw 
adjourned. ; 
Now I say that, the House having adjourned before that cutting. 


out motion of the gentleman from Michigan had been disposed of ¢; 


passed upon, the whole subject-matter fell with the close of the day’s 
session, for it never got before the House. It was no more than ij | 
had arisen in my place and asked unanimous consent to introduce g 
resolution and pending the discussion as to whether I should have 
that consent or not and pending points of order and the waiving of 
objections the House adjourned. 

I make this point with all the more earnestness because I believe 
the present oocupant of the chair will agree with me that generally 
speaking rules that are in favor of bringing over doubtful matters of 
unfinished business are objectionable. The present occupant of the 
chair has indicated that belief heretofore. It was continually indi- 
cated and stated by his predecessor; that is, that each day’s proceed- 
ings so far as possible should be kept by themselves, and that no one 
day’s proceedings should be tangled up with the proceedings of a 
previous day, where it could be avoided. 

In this case it may be that the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Woop] loses nothing if he has the right to report at any time, for he 
can introduce his resolution now or on any other day. But to-day’s 
proceedings should not be mingled with yesterday’s proceedings 
unless it is a clear case of business that was unfinished. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that he is not aware 
that he ever expressed any opinion that the unfinished business con- 
ing over from one day to another, which is provided for under Rule 
56, ever in the slightest degree confused legislation. 

Mr. SAYLER. A word in response to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE.] That gentleman is entirely mis 
taken as tothe position of the resolution introduced yesterday by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop.] He attempts to say that 
the resolution of the gentleman from New York was not, in a parlia- 
mentary sense, before this body. NowI undertake to say that in the 
highest possible parliamentary sense that resolution was and is before 
this body. Under the ruling made by the Speaker yesterday, the 
Committee of Ways and Means had the right to report for commit: 
ment at any time. The gentleman from New York, chairman of that 
committee, reported this resolution for commitment. It was not read 
at the instant; that is very true; but that did not affect the right 
of the gentleman from New York to have it read at the instant, 
nor did it all affect the question whether it was before the House or 
not. Upon being reported and sent to the Clerk’s desk for comuit- 
ment by the gentleman from New York, the resolution was as much 
before this House as any bill or other proposition could possibly be. 

The question then arose under the sixty-sixth rule as to the order 
of business. The gentleman from Michigan, after the resolution was 
introduced and the motion to refer it to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union—— 

Mr CONGER. Will the gentleman allow me a moment! I have 
looked at the RecorD, and it confirms my own recollection that my 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the Private ¢ alendar 
was made before the motion of the gentleman from New York to £° 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. — 

Mr. SAYLER. That is very true. I accept the correction. 

Mr. CONGER. Now let me ask the gentleman—— e] 

Mr. SAYLER. I will not misstate the gentleman's position, 
can help it. I remember now the fact that certain parliaments 
questions arose in the mean time. . , Zs 

Mr. CONGER. The point I make is that my motion being pending 
the gentleman from New York could not make his motion. ¥ 

Mr. SAYLER. I will meet that point precisely. After the gente 
man from New York had introduced the resolution with the noe 
of having it referred under the rules to the Committee of the W i 
on the state of the Union certain questions of order arose. aves , 
Speaker, those questions of order do not affect the business © 
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¥ the Speaker at the time were dis dof by him. The gentleman 


‘om Michigan then made his motion that the House go into Com- 
rn of the Whole on the Private Calendar—a privileged motion 
ae yesterday’ Subsequently the chairman of the Committee of 
on Se\nd Means (Mr. Woop] moved that the House go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
cousidering his resolution. Here, then, was presented a question as to 
which business the House would elect to go into. Now, under the 
rules, the House on Friday has the — to postpone private business 
in order to consider public business. It did this indirectly by proceed- 
ing to business on the Speaker's table; and it was done indirectly also 
py the gentleman making his report for the purpose of having it re- 
ferred to the Committee of the hole on the state of the Union. 

Now, that was the position of the business, and it cannot be changed. 
The pending business before the House yesterday was this, and nothing 
else, There was a motion of the gentleman from Michigan that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar and a motion of the gentleman from New York that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union and the question before the House was which business it 
would elect to consider. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Friday is past. The motion of the gentleman 
from Michigan is not in order to-day. It was interjected yesterday as 
against the consideration of public business, private business then 
having a preference under the rules. But that cannot affect the right 
of the gentleman from New York to-day. On Saturday the motion 
of the gentleman from Michigan is not in order; but certainly no man 
ean say as a parliamentary proposition that therefore the motion of 
the gentleman from New York is taken from before the House. At 
the time of the adjournment yesterday all proceedings connected with 
the call of the House of course ceased; and they no longer interfere 
with the pending business. The only question before the House to- 
day is to determine upon the motion of the gentleman from New 
York whether we shall or shall not go into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the consideration of his resolu- 
tion. I can therefore see no point in the objection made by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan or the gentleman from Maine. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman'‘from Maine 
to make now the point of order that the proposition of the gentle- 
wan from New York is not before the House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. What is the proposition of the gentleman from 
New York ? 

Mr. HALE. My point is that it never was begun as business; that 
the gentleman did not make the motion at all. 

The SPEAKER. As a complete reply to the gentleman’s point, 
without the necessity of a word from the Chair, the Clerk will read 
Rule 40. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


After a motion is stated by the Speaker or read by the Clerk, it shall be deemed 
to be in the possession of the House. 


Mr. HALE. That is precisely my point: that the gentleman from 
New York never had any opportunity to make a motion. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly the gentleman from New York made a 
report and made a motion. That is a question of fact. 

Mr. HALE. The Chair will permit me to say that the gentleman 
from Ohio has just admitted, what the record shows to be the fact, 
that the motion of the gentleman from Michigan intervened and we 
adjourned pending that. Therefore when could the gentleman from 
New York have made that motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Journal will show. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask that the Journal of the House be read; it 


will show exactly what was done, and it is the law in this case, as it | 


has been approved. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that so much of the Journal be read as shows 
the motion I made to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar was made before the gentleman from New York made 
any motion whatever. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 1 ask the Clerk to read the Journal from thetime 
Mr. Woop introduced his report. 

The SPEAKER. It is no matter whether offered before or after as 
to its elimination to-day. 

Mr. CONGER. If that was offered at the time it had no right to 
ee and a higher motion was pending, then of course it was 
Out OT order, 

The SPEAKER. It hada right to be offered and the Chair decided 
it w as in order but not against the motion subsequently made by the 
senteman from Michigan. 

Mir. HALE. After the gentleman from Michigan had made his 
sotion Which the Chair recognized as of higher privilege. At that 
he the gentleman from New York not having made his motion, will 
- hair indicate at what portion of time up to the adjournment, 

1ich left the motion of the gentleman from Michigan unacted on 
the gentleman from New Yor got in his motion? 


1 


Mr. SPRINGER. The Journal will show that. 

lhe Clerk read as follows : 

Mr. Woop, from the 
resolution to enforce 
therefor, the follow’ 

rt. Woop dem: 


Committee of Ways and Means, to which was referred a 


administrative economy and reform, reported, as a substitute 
ing resolutions, namely : 


anded the previous question. 





The questions of order that were brought before the mind 








Mr. BUTLER made the point of order that the Committee of Ways and Means 
could only report revenue bills. 


The SPkaKER ruled that the committee under Rule 151 had the right to report 
for commitment at any time. 


Mr. Concer moved that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House for the consideration of the Private Calendar. 

Pending which, 

Mr. PAGE (at six o'clock and ten minutes p. m.) moved that the House adjourn. 


Mr. Woop moved to commit the said resolutions to the Committee of the Whole 
on the atate of the Union. 


Mr. BURCHARD raised the point of order on said resolutions. 

: ae SaYLeRk demanded the reading of said resolutions, when Mr. CONGER ob 
ected. 

. The SPEAKER ruled the resolutions not having been read it was the right of a 
member to have the same read before voting thereon. 

The resolutions were thereupon read. 

Mr. GARFIELD made the point of order that the said resolutions were not in order 
as a privileged report from the Committee of Ways and Means, as the same do not 
relate to revenue or to anything which under Rale 151 the said committee is 
charged with and authorized to report upon at any time. 

‘The SPEAKER overruled the point of order upon the ground that the words “and 
be referred to them by the House” covered the resolutions. 

Mr. HALE. That is enough; there is the exact order. I submit 
this to the Speaker: the record shows, to begin with, that the 
gentleman from New York called the previous question. It shows 
that next the gentleman from Michigan interposed a motion to go 
into the Committee of the Whule on the Private Calendar. Itshows 
more than that, that Mr. Pace, of California, interposed a motion 
that the House adjourn. Now Il say the gentleman from New York 
at that stage had no more right to make a motion to commit this 
subject—in this House at that time—than he had to make it in the 
open street and claim it was a motion before this House. There were 
two things before the House: the motion of the gentleman from 
Michigan to go into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 
and next, upon which the House was bound to act, an undebatable 
motion, was the motion to adjourn; and everything upon the record 
beyond that indicating the motion was made and recognized by the 
gentleman from New York is surplusage. It is of no account. It is 
not journalizing. It does not belong there. It is a clear case of in- 
terpolation on the part of the geutleman from New York who had 
no tight to get itin. I wish the Chair to decide, here and now, after 
the privileged motion to adjourn has been made and recognized, 
whether any motion whatever could be made by the gentleman from 
New York. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first state in his judgdment the 
report from the Committee of Ways and Means was before the House. 
That must be confessed on all sides. Next as tothe further point the 
gentleman desires to make as to propriety of the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York, the Chair will read from the Manual: 

A motion to go into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 


may be entertained on private-bill day, but the motion to go into the Committee 
of the Whole House takes precedence. 


The Chair thinks that is an answer to the question in controversy. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair decides the motion I made did take 
precedence. 

The SPEAKER. Oh, the Chair has repeated that over and over 
again yesterday and to-day. 

Mr. CONGER. Then, if the Chair pleases, that motion was made 


before the motion which the gentleman from New York proposes to 
make. 


Mr. TUCKER. That isa non sequitur. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal shows that. 

Mr. CONGER. The Journal shows that, and the REcorp shows 
that after all this the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] asked 
this question, which I read from the Recorp: 

Can I move that the report of the Committee of Ways and Means be committed 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union? 

And that the Speaker replied : 

The right of the Committee of Ways and Means to report at any time is for 
commitment. If the gentleman moves to commit the report to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, such motion is in order after the 
motion of the gentleman from Michigan. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly; the Chair gave the preference to the 
motion made by the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, the motion I made was not then decided, and 
theresore there was no time when the gentleman from New York 
could make his motion. 

Mr. SAYLER. If the Chair will allow me, I desire to suggest that 
two motions must be pending at the same time if you raise a ques- 
tion of precedence of business, and one or the other of them must be 
rejected by the House. How can you raise the question of order of 
business unless you have two motions pending ? 

Mr. CONGER. This motion has not got into the order of business. 
It is not unfinished business. 

Mr. SAYLER. It appears by the Journal that it was the business 
pending before the House. 

Mr. CONGER. Well, if the gentleman proposes to have this pressed 
under the rules or without rules ; if he proposes to let it pass by force, 
then let it pass by force. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan has no warrant for 
making such an assertion as that. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam referring to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER,] as I have a right to do. 


Mr. HALE. I desire to make an inquiry of the Chair. Is any 
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motion in order in this House pending a motion to adjourn which Mr. HALE. That bears on my point of order, which | originally 
has not been withdrawn ? made, that the resolution of the gentleman from New York never y 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will again read from the Manual in | before the House, because he never obtained the opportunity properly 
regard to a motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the state | and legally to make any motion upon it. The gentleman simply rose 
of the Union, which is the only motion now pending, as the gentle- | in his place, and that was all, for before it was decided that his 
man from Michigan seems to differ from the Chair on that point: resolution was before the House at all the House adjourned. mn 

The motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Umon may be The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York moved to commit 
entertained on private bill day. and called the previous question on it, if the Chair’s recollection i, 

correct. . 

Mr. HALE. Will the Chair rule upon my point of order, y hether 
the motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] to come 7 
could be entertained, pending the motion of the gentleman froy, Cali. 
fornia [Mr. PaGE] that the House adjourn? ' 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that no such motion was j, 
order pending a motion to adjourn, except by unanimous consent 
as is frequently done. But the Chair also decides that the repoy 
of the committee comes over as unfinished business, and is before the 
House. 

Mr. HALE. Without regard to the motion to commit? °° 

The SPEAKER. The Chair never submitted the motion to commit 

Mr. HALE. Then there is no motion to commit now pending be- 
fore the House ? - 

The SPEAKER. The Chair intimated that he would entertaj, 
that motion at the proper time. ; 

Mr. HALE. But there is no such motion now before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman trom Michigan [ Mp. 
CONGER] being eliminated by the fact that Friday is past, the ven- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Woop] is entitled to the floor to proceed 
with his committee business as reported. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is precisely the question we were discussing 
yesterday. By the assent of the House the resolution was before the 
House and no objection was made, either by the gentleman from 
Maine (Mr. HALE] or by any other gentleman on the republican side 
of the House. The resolution was before the House by the general 
assent of the House, and it cannot now be taken from the possession 
of the House. 

Mr. HALE. What I wish toobtain from the Chair isa ruling upon 
my point that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] could not 
make the motion to commit pending the moiion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that the unfinished business of 
yesterday coming over to to-day is the resolution reported by the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and the gentleman from New York is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALE. But 1 ask now a ruling of the Chair upon my point of 
order as to the order of business, whether there is now pending be- 
fore the House as unfinished business a motion to commit. 

. The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] is 
on the floor for some purpose ; the Chair does not know what mo:ion 
he will make. 

Mr. HALE. I do not ask what he will do, but whether there is 
now pending any motion to commit? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the resolution reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means is pending as unfinished 
business. 

Mr. HALE. Is there a motion to commit now pending? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
took the floor yesterday to make a report from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and objection was made to his reporting except for com- 
mitment. 

The SPEAKER. All this effort is unavailing. 

Mr. CONGER. So we perceive. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair rules that the resolution reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Means is before the House as unfinished 
business. 

Mr. CONGER. We want a record—— 

The SPEAKER. Neither side of the House nor both sides of the 
House can induce the Chair to nullify the rules, The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Woop] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. As I understand this proposition, it is a very simple 
one; and I think that there should not have been so much time col- 
sumed on questions of order. When the House adjourned yesterday 
I was in possession of tne floor upon the report of the Committee 0! 
Ways and Means, with a motion then pending which I had the righ! 
to make. Either of two motions was in order: to recommit the te 
olution or to refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I had made the latter motion. Certain dilatory motions wer 
interposed and finally disposed of by the adjournment of the House. 
This resolution now comes up regularly as the unfinished business 


day. 

i naa hoped that after a night of cool reflection certain gentlewe? 
in this House who have thus far obstructed the adoption of this r= 
olution would be convinced that they are not only impeding the publi 
business of legislation, but are throwing obstacles in the way of = 
inquiry which we are bound to believe it is necessary to have - 
which, | serve notice upon gentlemen on the other side, the aye 
of this House is determined to have; and there is no interpositio# 
any kind that can prevent the successfal accomplishment of this 
object. 





















The Chair entertained the motion. 

Mr. HALE. But the Recorp shows that the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. PAGE] interposed a motion to adjourn. Now I have put 
this question to the Chair: Pending a motion to adjourn, not with- 
drawn, is any other motion in order in this House? That is a simple 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The House actually did adjourn. 

Mr. HALE. That does not answer my question, which is this: 
Pending a motion to adjourn, not withdrawn, is any other motion in 
order ? 

The SPEAKER. Not if the regular order be demanded. 

Mr. HALE. Then how did the motion to commit the report get in? 

The SPEAKER. To-day? 

Mr. HALE. Yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. It got in before the motion to adjourn was made, 
if the Chair’s recollection is correct. 

Mr. HALE. I beg the Chair's pardon. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. PAGE] interposed his motion to adjourn before the gen- 
tleman from New York str. Woop] moved to commit. I want the 
decision of the Chair on this point, because it is one which comes 
up every day, whether after a motion to adjourn is made and is not 
withdrawn, any other motion is in order. 

Mr. WOOD. The Chair has decided all these questions a dozen 
times. I hope he will now have a tinal decision. 

Mr. HALE. This point has not yet been decided. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Maine is an old member of the 
House and a good parliamentarian, and he knows quite well that 
there is nothing in the point of order which he raises. 

Mr. HALE. There is something in this point of order that after a 
motion to adjourn no other motion can be made. I ask the Clerk to 
read the entry in the Journal to show which took precedence, the 
motion to commit or the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman will bear with me one minute—— 

Mr. HALE. Let us eve this settled first. Let the Clerk again 
read the entry in the Journal. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


t 


Mr. Pack, at six o'clock and ten minates p. m., moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. Woop moved to commit the resolutions to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


Mr. HALE. That is it. Now my point is 

Mr. SAYLER. Allow me one question. 

Mr. HALE. Let me state my point right here, on the reading of 
the Journal. My point is, and it is a point coming up every day be- 
fore the Speaker’s hammer falls at adjournment, that pending a mo- 
tion to adjourn no motion is in order or can be entertained by the 
Chair unless it be a motion to modify the motion to adjourn, such as 
a motion that when the adjournment is had it shall be to a particu- 
lar day. And I want that particular point, just as it is journalized, 
to be passed upon here and now. 

Mr. SAYLER. Willi the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] allow 
me to ask him whether he Toes not know that the motion to adjourn 
made by the gentleman from California, [Mr. PAGE] was not insisted 
upon, that it was permitted quietly to drop, and that other business 
was proceeded with, and the House finally adjourned upon the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Woop?] I undertake to 
say that the Journal will not show that the motion of the gentleman 
from California was insisted upon at all. 

Mr. HALE. So far from its being dropped, I myself called for the 
yeas and nays on it, and they were ordered; and then I moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the House had ordered the yeas and nays, 
and then a motion was made to lay on the table the motion to recon- 
sider, and the yeas and nays were called upon that. Therefore the 
motion of the gentleman from California was pending when the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Woop] rose to make his motion to 
commit, 

Mr. SAYLER. I will submit to the Journal on that question, for 
it will show that the motion to adjourn of the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. PAGE] was not acted upon by the House, and the House 
a upon the motion of the gentleman from New York, 

Mr. Woop. ] 

Mr. BURCHARD. After a call of the House had been ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I have made a plain point of order and I will leave it 
to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, if his recollection is correct, thinks 
that the motion of the gentleman from California [Mr. PaGE] was 
not insisted upon. But there need be no dispute about that, for the 
Chair will consider that it was the motion then in order. The Chair 
would ask in what manner or in what way would that motion, even 
if it did cut off the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] from mak- 
ing the motion to commit, take from the possession of the House the 
subject-matter which he reported from his committee ? 
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Mr. BURCHARD. I do not wish to interrupt the gentleman from 
New York, but must make the point that we do not waive the right 
to object to the consideration of this resolution. rhe gentleman has 

ade no motion; but I for one am willing to hear him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will protect all sides in every right. 
Mr. HALE. All points of order are reserved. : x 
Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I have expressed my surprise at this 

proceeding for other reasons. This resolution is in the line of prece- 

dent, not only in the last Congress but also in the Forty-third Con- 
wress, When gentlemen on the other side had avery large majority here. 

They then appointed their investigating committees clothed with 

po wer to send for persons and papers, and we never interposed the 

clichtest obstacle to their prosecution of any just inquiry into the 
eonduct of any Department of the Government. Besides, this ques- 
tion now assumes, in my judgment, an attitude different from any it 

has ever assumed before. i 
Mr. THOMPSON. I rise to a point of order. There is no question 

hefore the House, so far as I know, upon which debate is in order. I 

submit, therefore, that this debate is out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that areport from the Commit- 
cee of Ways and Means is before the House and has been for some 
hours. 

. Mr. THOMPSON. What is the motion? The mere fact that a 

matter is before the House subject to a motion does not present any 

question which the gentleman can discuss. 

’ The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York is entitlea to the 

floor and is speaking, as is the practice,on making a report. The 

Chair presumes that the gentleman will make a motion before he 

cont ludes. 

Mr. THOMPSON. It is ordinarily the course, I believe, to make a 
motion and then to speak to that motion. I think it is not in order 
to make a speech and then submit a motion to fit the speech. Besides, 
the record shows that the previous question has been called upon 
this matter. 

The SPEAKER. It is always in order pending a demand for the 
previous question for the gentleman making that demand to occupy 
his hour. The Chair is not aware of any variation of the practice in 
this respect. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Then I desire to know what is the question 
vefore the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will inform the gentleman as soon as 
the gentleman from New York has made the motion which he desires 
to make. 

Mr. HALE. There is no motion at present before the House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I have no objection to the gentleman from New 
York discussing the resolution; but it must not be understood as 
bringing the matter before the House. The gentleman can only make 
one of two motions: either to refer the resolution to the Committee 
of the Whole House or to recommit it. I presume he intends to make 
one of these motions. But by allowing him now to discuss the ques- 
tion we do not waive any right. 

Mr. SAYLER. The gentleman from New York is on the floor upon 
a report from his committee, and has a right to an hour. 

Mr. BURCHARD. No, sir; he has the right only to move to recom- 
mit or to refer the resolution, and then to discuss the motion. But, 
with the understanding that all points are reserved, we make no 
objection to the discussion. 

Mr. SAYLER. I rise to a point of order. The gentleman from 
New York ison the floor making a report from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. He is entitled to the floor for one hour, and no gentle- 
wan has aright to interrupt him except by his own consent. 

The SPEAKER. That is the uniform practice. 

Mr. SAYLER. He does not need to make a motion until the expi- 
ration of his hour. 

The SPEAKER. Such has been the practice. 

Mr. THOMPSON. The point of order I desire to make is this: 
~~ Chair decides very properly that there was no motion before the 

ouse——— 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that the gentleman made a 
demand for the previous question. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Upon what ? 

The SPEAKER. But the Chair does not rest upon that alone. The 
Chair thinks that the gentleman in making a report from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means is entitled to the floor for one hour. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Does the Chair decide (and this is the point I 
Wish to raise) that if the report had been made—— 

Mr. WOOD. I submit that the gentleman is out of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I am speaking upon a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will suspend for a moment, that the 
House may receive a message from the President. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A messa, 


A ge from the President, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secre- 

Ties, announced that he had approved and signed bills and joint 

resolution of the following titles : 

a act (H. R. No, 2115) relative to the burial of the officers and 

_ ers of the United States Navy who perished by the wreck of the 
hited States steamer Huron, and for other purposes ; 

‘ An act (H. R. No. 1526) to provide for deficiencies in the appropria- 

— for the service of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
une 30, 1878 


, and for prior years, and for other purposes; and 
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Joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) relative to reservoirs to promote the 
navigation of the Mississippi River. 


INVESTIGATIONS BY COMMITTEES. 


Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I am speaking to this point of 
order which I raise and am desirous of havinf#ruled upon. Suppose 
the gentleman from New York had made his report this moment 

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. State it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Did the Chair decide a moment ago the point of 
order raised by the gentleman from Ohio was well taken ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The point was first raised by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. The Chair will dispose of that and the point of order 
which the gentleman from Ohio made the Chair will consider in de- 
livering his decision on this. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I proceed again, if not interrupted. My point 
of order is this: If the gentleman from New York, the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, had now made his report and 
just now called the previous question, there could be no question 
then raised as to the order of business and as tothe condition in which 
that business is now. My point of order is that before he or any 
other gentleman can debate this or any other question before the 
House, it must be preceded by a motion of some kind—to recommit, 
or any other motion that would be in order—and that a mere report 
however regular it may be, however highly privileged it may be, 
gives no right to discuss without a motion upon which that debate 
is based. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order and states 
that it is not necessary, nor is it the practice. Where a committee 
reports a bill it goes along as of itsown motion. A gentleman report 
ing a bill has the right to an hour. If he does not avail himself ot 
that right, the bill goes on through the various forms to engrossment 
and third reading, and finally to its passage. 

Mr. HALE. I do not object to the gentleman taking his hour. If 
he debates it, it will be debated on the oth@r side. It seems to me 
where a committee has only the limited power to report for commit 
ment to the Committee of the Whole House or to any other commit- 
tee, it is not a debatable matter except as to where it is to be sent. 
It is not like an ordinary report of a committee which proposes to 
put its bill through. It is a limited report. The committee can only 
report for sending to some particular place and the discussion must 
be confined to the motion to commit. 

TheSPEAKER. “Ona motion to commit, the whole subject is open 
to debate.” f 

Mr. THOMPSON. But there is no motion to commit. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair made answer to the gentleman from 
Maine, and not to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Does the Chair decide it brings the subject be- 
fore the House for consideration? If under the rule the Committee of 
Ways and Means reports at any time for commitment, can the sub- 





ject be then considered in the House on its merits? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the fact that the gentleman 
from New York stated he made this report for the purpose of commit- 
ment. He now recognizes him as entitled to an hour. 

Mr. BURCHARD. To discuss it? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois will remember that 
is the uniform practice. 

Mr. BURCHARD. No. 

Mr. CONGER. But I raise this point of order, that it involves an 
appropriation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the floor to make the point 
unless he objects to the gentleman proceeding. 

Mr. CONGER. [am on the floor to make the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. Not unless the gentleman states it is against the 
gentleman’s proceeding. 

Mr. CONGER. Itis. My point of order is that this report of the 
committee involves the expenditure of money and must have its first 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. That is what the gentleman from New York is 
trying to have done with it, to have it considered in the Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. CONGER. My point sends it there without debate. I submit 
that the rule requires it to go there without debate, as it involves 
the expenditure of money. 

Mr. BURCHARD. It will involve expenditure, as it requires the 
sending for persons and papers. 

Mr. EDEN. That point comes too late after the subject has been 
considered. 

Mr. HALE. All points of order have been reserved by express 
statement of the Chair. 

Mr. CONGER. I make that point because the Chair has been pat 
ticular always on that point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the gentleman makes his 
point under Rule 112, which is as follows: 

All proceedings touching appropriations of money and all bills making appro 
priations of money or property, or requiring such appropriations to be made, or 


authorizing payments out of appropriations already made, shail be first discussed 
in a Committee of the Whole House. 


Which is a point raised now for the first time during this discussion. 
And the Chair thinks this does necessarily involve the expendi- 
ture of money and decides the point is well taken, and that the res- 
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olution must be first considered in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. WOOD. I renew my motion under the ruling of the Chair 
that this reselution be referred to the Committee of the Whole; and 
pending that I move all general debate be limited to five minutes. 

Mr. HALE. What b@came of the point of order raised by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER?] 

The SPEAKER. The point was sustained. 

Mr. HALE. Then the report is in Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that the report must have 
its first consideration in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and the gentleman from New York has made the motion 
to commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. My point is that the point of the gentleman from 
Michigan, sustained by the Chair, has already sent the report there. 

The SPEAKER. That would not prevent the gentleman from New 
York from moving that the House go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HALE. That the gentleman can do. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from New York cannot be 
taken off his feet in that way; and even if that could be done it 
would not effect anything, because the Chair would be compelled to 
recognize the gentleman for a motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman from New York may move that; but 
that is not his motion. The report is in Committee of the Whole 
already by the ruling of the Chair. 

Mr. WOOD. The House has not sent it there. 

Mr. HALE. The Speaker’s ruling sent it there. 

Mr. WOOD. [I insist on my motion. 

Mr. TUCKER. If the report be now in Committee of the Whole, 
how can the point of the gentleman from Michigan be well taken ? 

Mr. HALE. It was the point of the gentleman from Michigan 
which sent it there. 

The SPEAKER. The mule is that all proceedings touching appro- 
priations of money shall be first discussed in Committee of the Whole, 
and in obedience thereto the gentleman from New York moves to 
commit this report. That does not take the House into Committee 
of the Whole, but takes the report there. Then the gentleman from 
New York has it in his power to make the further motion that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. If the gentleman wants to make two motions instead 
of one, I do not object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York moves to commit 
the report to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WOOD. I ask the Chair in putting the question also to put 
the question on limiting general debate to tive minutes. 

Mr. HALE. That is a separate motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will put that motion in connection 
with the other motion to go into Committee of the Whole. 

The question being taken on Mr. Woop’s motion, there were, ayes 
95, noes none. , 

Mr. THOMPSON, (in his seat.) A quorum has not voted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania rises in his 
seat [laughter] and makes the point of order that a quorum did not 
vote. 

Mr. THOMPSON rose. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. WOOD. Whois the gentleman that made the point of order? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Taomp- 
BON, 

Mi WOOD. 
to look at him. 

Mr. THOMPSON. 
not vote. 

Mr. WOOD. You are the gentleman who announced that fact. 
Your constituency ought to know it. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I am quite willing that my constituency should 
know anything that I either do or decline to do. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I call for further count. 

The SPEAKER. Further count being demanded, the Chair orders 
tellers and appoints Mr. CARLISLE and Mr. HAs. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
Would it be in order to have the names of those refusing to vote noted, 
that the country may know who are obstructing legislation ? 

= — ER. The names are aways noted when there is a call 
of the roll. 

The House again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 94, no 1. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I move that the vote be declared unani- 
mous. [Laughter.] 

Mr. THOMPSON. I make the point that there is no quorum. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I would like to inquire whether members on the 
other side of the House have voted? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the same powers of vision as 
the Chair and can see for himself. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I hope the constituents of those gentlemen will 
see it. E 

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes; and what their judgement is will be known 
when the time comes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for the yeas andways. 


Will the gentleman please to rise? We would like 


I made the point of order that a quorum did 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr.LUTTRELL. The result shows the lack of a quorum, although 
we know that the republican members sitting on the other side of 
the House refused to vote. Let us have acall of the House. I make 
that motion. 

Mr. CONGER. I object to debate in this solemn business. 

Mr. TUCKER. I raise the point of order that the gentleman from 
Michigan [ Mr. CONGER] is not here. 

Mr. HUBBELL. He justcame in. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Cummings) 
moves that the House do now adjourn. : 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I move that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I make the point of order that the gentleman 
from Iowa is not in the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi makes the point 
of order that the gentleman from Iowa who made the motion to ad. 
journ is not in the House. The Chair overrules the point because he 
knows the gentleman is in the House, although declining to vote op 
some questions. 

Mr. HALE. The Chair is right on that point. 

Mr. THOMPSON. There is no appeal from that. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I rise to a question of order. I want to know 
whether on a call of the yeas and nays gentlemen can refuse to vote 
if present without being excused by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is an old member of Congress 
and probably has seen many occasions when gentlemen sat in their 
seats and for some purpose refused to be recognized or to act in 
their capacity as members of Congress in other respects. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Is not there a rule of this House that compels 
members to vote when their names are called unless excused by the 
House ? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, there is such a rule; but there is no way of 
enforcing it. 

Mr. SAYLER. I will remind the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Wricut] of the homely proverb that you can lead a horse to 
water but you cannot make him drink. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I hope there will be no surrender on this side, 
but that we will stay here until a vote has been had upon these reso- 
lutions of investigation reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I have moved that there be a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to adjourn is now pending and takes 
precedence of a motion for a call of the House. 

The question was taken upon a motion to adjourn; and, upon a 
division, there were—ayes 57, noes 100. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. CUMMINGS called for tellers. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 29, nays 141, not 
voting 122; as follows: 


YEAS—29. 

Aldrich, Eames, Jorgensen, Sexton, 
Bacon, Errett, Joyce, Thompson, 
Browne, Fort, Oliver, Ward, 
Cummings, Hale, O'Neill, White, Harry 
Danford, Harris, Benj. W. Patterson.G.W. White, Michael D. 
Deering, Haske}l, Tice, 
Denison, Ittner, Pugh, 
Duannell, James, Sampson, 

NAYS—i41. 
Aiken, Davis, Horace House, Sepp, 
Atkins Dibrell, Hubbell, Sayler, 
Banning, Dickey, Jones, James T. Schleicher, 
Bell, Durham, Jones, John 8. Shallenberger, 
Bicknell Eden, Keifer, Shelley, 
Bisbee, Eickhoff, Keightley, Slemons, 
Blackburn, Elam, Kimmel, Springer, 
Bland, Evans, James L. Knott, Starin, 
Blount, Ewing, Lapham, Stenger, 
Boone Felton, Lathrop, Stone, John W. 
Bragg Forney, Loring, Stone, J oseph C. 
Brewer, Garfield, Luttrell, Strait, 
Bright Gause, Lynde, Swann, 
Brogden Gibson, Maish, Throckmorton, 
Buckner, Giddings, Marsh, Townshend, R. W. 
Burdick, Glover, Martin, Tucker, 
Cabell, Goode, Mayham, Turney, 
Cain, Gunter, McKenzie, Van Vorhes, 
Caldwell, John W. Hamilton, McKinley, Walker, 
Caldwell, W. P. Hanna, McMahon, Walsh, 
Campbell, Hardenbergh, Mills, Warner, 
Candler, Harris, Henry R. Morgan, Watson, 
Cannon, Harris, John T. Morrison, Whitthorne, | 
Chalmers, Harrison, Muldrow, Williams, A.S 
Claflin, Hart, Maller, Williams, C. G. 
Clark, Alvah A. Hartridge, Neal, Williams, come 
Clark of Missouri, Hartzell, Patterson, T. M. Williams, Richa 
Clark, Rash, Hatcher, Peddie, Willis, Albert 5. 
Clymer, Hazelton, Phillips, Wilson, 
Conger, Hendee, Quinn, Wood, 
Cook, Henkle, Kainey, Wright, 
Covert, Henry, Reagan, Yeates, 
Cox, Jacob D. Herbert, Riddle, Young. 
Cravens, Hewitt, Abram S. Roberts, 
Crittenden, Hewitt, G. W. Robertson, 
Culberson, Hooker, Ross, 
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NOT VOTING—12. 









_ Davidson, Landers, Robinson, George D. 
Bag a ‘John H. Davis, Joseph J. Leonard, Robinson, Milton 8S. 
aber William H. Douglas, Ligon, Ryan, 

— Dwight, Lindsey, Scales, 

— Ellis, Lockwood, Singleton, 

— Ellsworth Mackey, Sinnickson, 

Bayne Evans, I. Newton Manning, Smalls, 

a Evins, JohnH. = McCeok, Smith, A. Herr 

Field, McGowan, Smith, William E. 
Finley, Metcalfe, Southard, 

Foster, Mitchell, Sparks, 
Franklin, Money, Steele, 

Freeman, Monroe, Stephens, 

Frye, Morse, Stewart, 

Fuller, Norcross, Thornburgh, 
Gardner, Overton, Tipton, 

Garth, Pacheco, ‘Townsend, Amos 
Harmer, Page, ‘Townsend, M. I. 
Hayes, Phelps, Turner, 
Henderson, Pollard, Vance, 

‘ Hiscock, Potter, Veeder, 

Caswell. Humphrey, Pound, Waddell, 
Chittenden, Hungerford, Powers, Wait, 

Clarkeof Kentucky, Hunter, Pridemore, Welch, 

Cobb Hunton, Randolph, Williams, Andrew 
Coa Jones, Frank Rea, Williams, Jere N. 
Collins Kelley, Reed, Willis, Benjamin A. 
Cox, Samuel S. Kenna, Reilly, . Willits, 

Crapo, Ketcham, Rice, Americus V. Wren. 

C aa Killinger, Rice, William W. 

Darrall, Knapp, Robbins, 


So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

During the call of the roll the following announcements were made: 

Mr. HUNTON. I am paired with Mr. Frye, of Maine. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. My colleague, Mr. LIGON, is paired 
with Mr. HuMpHREY, of Wisconsin. If present, Mr. LIGON would 
vote “no.” 

Mr. BENEDICT. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. BAGLEY. 

Mr. CHALMERS. My colleague, Mr. SINGLETON, is paired with 
Mr. Monrog, of Ohio. 

Mr. FINLEY. I am paired with Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Iam paired with Mr. Ryan, of Kansas. 

Mr. EDEN. My colleagues, Mr. KNapp and Mr. SPARKS, are paired 
with Mr. Boyp and Mr. HENDERSON. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I am paired with Mr. Powers, of Maine. If he 
were present, I would vote “no.” 

Mr. MULDROW. My colleague, Mr. MANNING, is paired with Mr. 
CaLkNs, of Indiana. Mr. MANNING, if present, would vote “no” and, 
| presume, Mr, CALKINS would vote “ay.” 

Mr. ROBBINS. Iam paired with Mr. ELLsworth, of Michigan; 
my colleague, Mr. STEELE, is paired with Mr. Norcross, of Massa- 
chusetts; and my colleague, Mr. Davis, is paired with Mr. LINDSEY, 
of Maine. If they were present, my colleagues and myself would 
vote “no.” 

Mr. MONEY. I am paired with Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York. 

Mr. SHELLEY. My colleague, Mr. GARTH, is paired with Mr. 
ROBERTSON, of Indiana. If present, Mr. GARTH would vote “no.” 

Mr. FULLER. Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. HUNTER, and 
my colleagues, Mr. COBB and Mr. BAKER, are paired. If present, Mr. 
Cops and myself would vote “ no.” 

Mr. KENNA. I am paired with Mr. Foster, of Ohio. If he were 
present, I would vote “no ” and I presume from indications that he 
would not vote at all. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I am paired with Mr. Stewart, of Minnesota. 
If here, I presume he would vote “ ay ;” I would vote “ no.” 

Mr. McCOOK. I am paired upon all purely political questions 
with my colleague, Mr. Wuiuase, but I do not know that this is 
one; however, I shall not vote at all. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I desire to announce that Mr. Wait, 
of Connecticut, is paired with Mr. WILLIAMs, of Alabama. 

Mr. PAGE. I am paired on all political questions with Mr. ScaLEs, 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. McGOWAN. Iam paired with Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky. 
Mr. HUMPHREY. I desire to state that I am paired with the gen- 
com Sum Alabama, Mr. Ligon. I do not know how he would 
vote 1f here. 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa. I desire to state that Mr. TrpToN is paired 
with Mr. Cox, of New York. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I desire to state that I am 
paired with Mr. PHeips, of Connecticut. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I am paired on all political questions with Mr. 


Rice, of Ohio. I do not know how he would vote on this question | 


if he were present. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I desire to state that Mr. DWIGHT, | 


of New York, is 


coat paired with Mr. MuLDROW, of Mississippi. Mr. 
G 


DROW were here he would vote “no.” 
Mr. BUNDY. Upon all questions wherein we should be likely to 


disagree Tam paired with the gentleman from New Jersey, Mr. Cur- 
- If he were present, I woul 
ote “no,” 


Re NORCROSS. I desire to state that I am paired with the gen- 
Veman from North Carolina, Mr. STEELE. 


pout, BRAGG. I am paired upon all political questions with Mr. 


HT would vote “ ay,” if present, and I suppose that if Mr. MuL- | 


d vote “ay” and I presume he would | 
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Mr. MONROE. I desire to state that on all political questions to- 
day I am paired with the gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. SINGLE- 
TON; but I do not suppose that we should come in conilict upon this 
proposition. I vote “ no.” 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. 
REA, is paired with Mr. Cour. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I am paired with the gentleman from New 
York, Mr. HEWITT; but, not knowing how he would vote on this 
question and supposing that he would probably vote “no,” I vote “no.” 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. ELLSWORTH, 
is paired on all political questions with the gentleman from North 
Carolina, Mr. ROBBINS. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Before this vote is announced I rise to a question 
of order, and it is this: that a large number of members who are 
present and whose names have been called have refused to vote. 
Now, I maintain that according to all parliamentary law no gentle- 
man can sit in his seat in silence unless the House excuses him from 
voting. If he is not in his seat, if he is not in the Hall, or if he is 
not here to answer to his name, then there is no question about it. 
But I maintain that according to parliamentary law if he be present 
he is compelled to vote if the question is raised, and I will move that 
any member not voting under these circumstances be put into the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms by the Speaker. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will announce the result of the vote 
and will then notice the point of order raised by the gentleman. 
The result of the vote is—yeas 29, nays 141. 

Mr. CONGER. LI rise to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first notice the point of order 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Wricur. } 

Mr. CONGER. But I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER, That is not in order. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I hold the floor on a point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the Chair inform me why my motion is not in 
order ? 

The SPEAKER. A motion to adjourn cannot be reconsidered. 

Mr. CONGER. The motion to adjourn was not carried. 

The SPEAKER. No; if it had been there would have been no 
thought for reconsideration. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair decides, then, that my motion is not in 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so decides. 

Mr. CONGER. It may be important to have that decision recorded. 





The Clerk read Rule 31, as follows: 


Every member who shall be in the House when the question is put shall give his 
vote, unless the House shall excuse him. All motions to excuse a member from 
voting shall be made before the House divides, or before the call of the yeas and 
nays is commenced; and the question shall then be taken without debate. 


Mr. CARLISLE. I understand that the House only has power to 
excuse a member from voting when he asks to be excused before the 
vote is taken. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes this Rule 31, but he is at a 
loss to know how he is to enforce its execution. And in this respect 
he does not differ from such of his predecessors as he has had the 
privilege of sitting under on the floor of the House. If the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. WRIGHT] will indicate some practical 
way in which the Chair can compel gentlemen to vote he will listen 
to it, although perhaps he may not adopt it. 

Mr. WRIGHT. There is a way in which gentlemen on the other 
side can avail themselves of their dilatory motions, if they wish to 
| be excused, by asking it. That is one way of gettingaround it. But 
if they simply sit in silence and decline to vote, the House has the 
| power to enforce: or, if it has not the power, then abandon all your 
| rules adopted for the government of the House. The only remedy is 

to put them into the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. CLYMER. [Irecollect, Mr. Speaker, that a predecessor of yours, 
when the same question was presented, determined that it was possi- 
ble to lead a horse to water, but not to make him drink. I suppose 
that is our difficulty now. 

Mr. PAGE. I believe that remark was addressed to the present 
Speaker of the House. 

The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. Woop, to refer the 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and on a division there were—ayes 97, noes 2. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I would like to inquire what isthe matter with 
gentlemen on the other side of the House? 

Mr. HALE. What is the matter with the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia? 

Mr. HUBBELL. He bas a noise in his head. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I make the point that no quorum 
| has voted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. Yet there seems to be a quorum in the Hall. 
Mr. CONGER. I object to debate. 
| Mr. WOOD. I demand the yeas and nays upon my motion. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I rise toa question of order; the 
last vote having disclosed the fact that there is not a quorum in the 


| House, two motions only can be made, one to adjourn and one for a 
call of the House. 


TheSPEAKER. Alldecisionsare important. Rule 31 will be read. 
| 
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yeas and nays. 
Mr. CONGER. 


Mr. CONGER. 


Mr. WOOD. 


Mr. HALE. 
Mr. WOOD. 
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Mr. HALE. 


Mr. WOOD. 
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Mr. HALE. 
bill. 


Mr. HALE. 
mature. 


Mr. HALE. 








The SPEAKER. 


The SPEAKER. 


The SPEAKER. 
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The last vote was by a division, and the 
man from New York has his remedy further by making a call for the 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. The Chair is right. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I now move that the House adjourn. 


The question was put; and, on a viva voce vote, the Speaker de- 
cided that it was not agreed to, 


Upon that motion I demand the yeas and nays. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 
terfere with the public business 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
I desire to ask of the Chair, as a parliamentary ques- 
tion, whether he can sign any bill before him without a quorum of 
the House being present? 
That question is not now before the House. 
And whether the gentlemen opposite are not making 
themselves responsible for delaying the passage of pendin 


I hope my colleague will not in- 


The inquiry of the gentleman from New York is pre- 


He would not do that? 


I insist on my motion to reconsider the vote by which 


; ig the yeas and nays were ordered. 
i t Mr. PAGE. And upon that question I call for the yeas and nays. 
1 The yeas and nays were ordered. 
PUA Ti The question was taken; and there were—yeas 39, nays 121, not 
PAE. voting 132; as follows: 
y ; YEAS—39. 
sn ‘a Aldrich, Denison, Keightley, Stone, John W. 

| ay t Brewer, Dunnell, Lapham, Strait, 

; 2oN | Browne, Foster, Oliver, Thompson, 
eal Burdick, Hanna, O'Neill, Townsend, Amos 
eau! Campbell, Hendee, Patterson,G.W. Van Vorhes, 
aus Cannon Ittner, Phillips, Welch, 
rt Clark, Rush James, Price, White, Michael D. 
nf Cox, Jacob D. Jorgensen, Sampson, Williams, C. G. 

; Cummings, Jovee, Sexton, Wren. 
} 2 Deering, Keifer, Starin, 
By NAYS—121. 
a i Aiken, Eames, Hubbell Sayler, 
ee i Banning, Eden, Jones, James T. Schleicher, 
4 Bell Eickhoff, Jones, John 8. Shallenberger, 
4 Bicknell, Elam, Kenna, Shelley, 
8 Bisbee, Errett, Kimmel, Slemons, 
; Blackburn, Evans, James L. Knott, Springer, 
Bland Ewing, Laieen, Stenger, 
' slount, Felton, Luttrell, Stone, Joseph C. 
Boone, Forney, Lynde, Swann, 
Bragg, Garfield, Maish, Throckmorton, 
Bright, Ganse, Marsh, Townsend, M. I. 
Brogden, Gibson, Martin, Townshend, R. W. 
Buckner, Giddings, Mayham, Tucker, 
Cabell, Glover, McKenzie, Turney, 
Cain Goode, McKinley, Walker, 
Chalmers, Hamilton, Mc Mahon, Walsh, 
Caldwell, John W. Hardenbergh, Mills, Ward, 
Caldwell, W. P. Harris, Benj. W. Morgan, Warner, 
Candler, Harris, Henry R. Morrison, Whitthorne, 
Claflin, Harris, John T. Maldrow, Williams, A. S. 
Clark, Alvah A. Harrison, Muller, Williams, James 
Clark of Missouri, Hartridge, Pacheco, Williams, Richard 
Clymer, Hartzell, Patterson, T. M. Willis, Albert S. 
Conger, Hatcher, Pugh, Wilson, 
Cook, Hazelton, —. Wood, 
Covert, Henkle, Reagan, Wright, 
Cravens, Henry, Riddle, Yeates, 
Crittenden, Herbert, Roberta, Young. 
Dibrell, Hewitt, G. W. Robertson, 
Dickey, Hooker, Ross, 
Durham, House, Sapp, 
NOT VOTING—132. 
Atkins, Caswell, Fort, Killinger, 
Bacon, Chittenden, Franklin, Knapp, 
Bagley, Clarke of Kentucky, Freeman, Landers, 
Baker, John H. Cobb, Frye, Leonard, 
Baker, William H. Cole, Fuller, Ligon, 
Ballon, Collins, Gardner, Lindsey, 
Banks, Cox, Samuel 8. Garth, Lockwood, 
Bayne, Crapo, Gunter, Loring, 
Beebe, Culberson, Hale, Mackey, 
Benedict, Cutler, Harmer, Manning, 
Blair, Danford, Hart, McCook, 
Bliss, Darrall, Haskell, McGowan, 
Bouck, Davidson, Hayes, Metcalfe, 
Boyd, Davis, Horace Henderson, Mitchell, 
Brentano, Davis, Joseph J. Hewitt, Abram 8S. Money, 
Lridges, Dougias, Hiscock, Monroe, 
Briggs, Dwight, Humphrey, Morse, 
Bundy, Ellis, Hungerford, Neal, 
Burchard, Ellsworth, Hunter, Norcross, 
Butler, Evans, I. Newton Hunton, Overton, 
Calkins, Evins, John H. Jones, Frank ‘ 
Camp, Field, Kelley, Peddie, 
Carlisle, Finley, Ketcham, Phelps, 


entle- 


were ordered was not agreed to. 


x measures? 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the yeas and 
hays were ordered. 
I desire the Chair to answer my inquiry. 
If the Chair is admonished by any member of the 
House not to sign a bill because of the want of a quorum being pres- 
ent, the Chair will not sign the bill. 
That condition of affairs has not yet arrived. 
The Chair has not refrained from signing any 
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Pollard, Rice, Americus V. Smith, A. Herr Vance, 

Potter, Rice, William W. Smith, William E. Veeder. 

Pound, Robbins, Southard, Waddell, 

Powers, Robinson, George D. Sparks, Wait, 

Pridemore, Robinson, Milton S. Steele, Watson 

Rainey, Ryan, Stephens, White, arry 
Randolph, Scales, Stewart, Williams, Andrew 
Rea, Singleton, Thornburgh, Williams, Jere x 
Reed, Sinnickson, Tipton, Tillis. Benjamin 1 
Reilly, Smalls, Turner, —— 


So the motion to reconsider the vote by which the yeas and nays 


During the roll-call the following announcements were made - 
Mr. ROBBINS. My colleagues, Mr. STEELE and Mr. Davis, as wel] 


as myself, are paired, as heretofore stated. 


Mr. MONEY. I am paired with the gentleman from New York, 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 


Mr. FINLEY. Iam paired with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


Mr. RIcr. 


Mr. MULDROW. My colleague, Mr. MANNING, is paired with the 


gentleman from Indiana, Mr. CALKINS. 


Mr. FRANKLIN. On all political questions I am paired wit) the 
gentleman from Kansas, Mr. Ryan. If he were here, I should yote 
ne” 

Mr. SHELLEY. My colleague, Mr. GaRTH, is paired with Mr. 
Rosrnson, of Indiana. If Mr. GARTH were here he would vote “yo,” 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I am paired with the gentleman from Minne- 
sota, Mr. Stewart. If he were present, I should vote in the negative. 

Mr. MONROE. On all political votes I am paired with the genile- 
man from Mississippi, Mr. SINGLETON. 

Mr. BLAIR. My colleagues from New Hampshire, Mr. Briccs ani 
Mr. JONES, are paired. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. The gentleman from Connecticut, 
Mr. Wait, is paired with the gentleman from Alabama, Mr. WILLIAMs. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. On all political questions I am paired with 
Colonel PripEMoRE, of Virginia. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I am paired with the gentleman from New 
York, Mr. Hewitt. 

Mr. PAGE. Iam paired on all questions with the gentleman from 
North Carolina, Mr. SCALEs. 

Mr. NORCROSS. I am paired with the gentleman from North 
Carolina, Mr. STEELE. My colleague from Massachusetts, Mr. Ros- 
INSON, is paired with the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. PHe.rs 

Mr. HUBBELL. I am requested to state that Mr. WLLLIAMs, of 
New York, is paired with the gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. Monry. 

Mr. MCGOWAN. I am paired with the gentleman from Kentucky, 
Mr. TURNER. 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan. Mr. TipTon, of Illinois, who is absent 
by leave of the House, is paired with Mr. Cox, of New York. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I am paired with the gentleman from Alabama, 
Mr. Ligon. If he were here, he would probably vote “no;” I should 
vote “ ay.” 

Mr. BUNDY. Iam paired with the gentleman from New Jersey, Mr. 
CuTLerR. If he were present, he would no doubt vote in the nega- 
tive and I should vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I am paired with the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. 
RICE. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 
POWERS. 

Mr. HUNTON. My colleague, Mr. DouG.as, is paired with my 
colleague, Mr. JORGENSEN. i am paired with the gentleman from 
Maine, Mr. FRYxE. , 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague, Mr. ELLSwoRTH,is paired with the 
gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. ROBBINS. 

Mr. EDEN. My colleagues, Mr. SPaRKs and Mr. Knapp, are paired 
with my colleagues, Mr. HENDERSON and Mr. Boyp. 

Mr. FULLER. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. Hunter. If 
he were here I should vote “no.” My colleague, Mr. Coss, is paired 
with Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. ae 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. My colleague, Mr. LiGon, is paired 
with the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. HUMPHREY. 

Mr. ATKINS. I am paired with the gentleman from Pennsylvanis, 
Mr. Smiru. If he were present he would vote in the aflirmative, 
while I would vote in the negative. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. PRICE. Is that a quorum? 

Mr. EDEN. No quorum is required to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. ATKINS in the chair.) The ques 
tion next recurs on the motion of the gentleman from Michigan oe 
CONGER] to adjourn, on which the yeas and nays have been orderes > 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—ye* 
39, nays 117, not voting 136 ; as follows: 


I am paired with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. 


YEAS—39. 
Aldrich, Eames, Lapham, Strait, 
Bacon, Errett, Loring, Thompson, 
Blair, Field, Marah Townsend, i 
Browne, Foster, O'Neill, Townsend, M 
Campbell, Garfield, Patterson,G. W. Ward, 
Cannon, Hale, lips, Watson, 
Claflin, Harris, Benj. W. Pollard, Welch, ‘“ 
Conger, Ittner, Pugh, Williams, Yh 
Cummings, James, Shallenberger. Williams, Ri 
Dunnell, Jones, John 8. Starin, 











1877. 


ne 


NAYS—117. 

" Dickey, Hubbell, Roberts, 
Aike a Durham, Jones, James T. Robertson, 
— Eden, Jorgensen, Ross 
i cknell, Eickhoff, Joyce, Sapp, 
lackbarn Elam, Keifer, Sayler, 
Brac ” Evans, JamesL. Keightley, Schleicher, 
Blan ; Ewing, Kenna, Shelley, 
Blous Felton, Kimmel, Springer, 
ners Forney, Knott, Stenger, 
Brews Gibson, Lathrop, Stone, John W. 
dts Giddings, Luttrell, Swann, 
| ian Glover, Lynde, Throckmorton, 

aa 7 Goode, Maish, Townshend, R. W. 
1 Hamilton, Martin, Tucker, 
Cain, Hanna, Mayham, Turney, 
( well, W.P. Hardenbergh, McKenzie, Van Vorhes, 
Candler Harris, Henry R. McKinley, Walker, 
Chalmers, Harris, John T. |§ McMahon, Walsh, 
Clark, Alvah A. Harrison, Mills, Warner, 
Clark of Missouri, Hart, Morgan, Whitthorne, 
Clyrmer Hartridge, Morrison, Williams, A. S. 
re Hartzell Muldrow, Williams, James 
Covert Hatcher, Muller, Willis, Albert S. 
Cox, Jacob D. Hazelton, Neal, Wilson, 
Cravens, Hendee, Peddie, Wood, 
Crittenden, Henry, Price, Wright, 
Culberson, Herbert, uinn, Yeates. 
Deering, Hewitt, G. W. iney, 
Denison, Hooker, Reagan, 
Dibrell, House, Riddle, 

NOT VOTING—136. 

Atkins, Danford, Ketcham, Robbins, 
Bagley, Darrall, Killinger, Robinson, Geo. D. 
Baker, John H. Davidson, Knapp, Robinson, Milton S. 
Raker, William H. Davis, Horace Landers, Ryan, 
Ballou, Davis, Joseph J. Leonard, Sampson, 
Banks, Douglas, Ligon, Scales, 
Bayne, Dwight, Lindsey, Sexton, 
Beebe Ellis, Lockwood, Singleton, 
Benedict Ellsworth, Mackey, Sinnickson, 
Bisbee, Evans, I. Newton Manning, Slemons, 
Bliss Evins, John H. McCook, Smalls, 
Bouck, Finley, McGowan, Smith, A. Herr 
Boyd Fort, Metcalfe, Smith, William E. 
Brentano, Franklin, Mitchell, Southard, 
Bridges, Freeman, Money, Sparks, 
Briggs Frye, Monroe, Steele, 
Bundy, Faller, Morse, Stephens, 
Burehard, Gardner, Norcross, Stewart, 
Burdick, Garth, Oliver, Stone, Joseph C. 
Butler, Ganuse, Overton, Thornburgh, 
Caldwell, John W. Gunter, Pacheco, Tipton, 
Calkins, Harmer, Page, Turner, 
Camp, Haskell, Patterson, T. M. Vance, 
Carlisle, Hayes, Phelps, — Veeder, 
Caswell, Henderson, Potter, Waddell, 
Chittenden, Heukle, Pound, Wait, 
Clarkeof Kentucky, Hewitt, Abram S. Powers, White, Harry 
Clark, Rush Hiscock, Pridemore, White, Michael D. 
Cobb, Hunter, Randolph, Williams, Andrew 
Cole, Hunton, Rea, Williams, Jere N. 
Collins, Humphrey, Reed, Willis, Benjamin A. 
Cox, Samuel S. Hungerford, Reilly, Willits, 
Crapo, Jones, Frank Rice, Americus V. Wren, 
Cutler, Kelley, Rice, William W. Young. 
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So the House refused to adjourn. 
Daring the vote, the following announcements were made : 


Mr. ROBBINS. I wish to announce, Mr. Speaker, that my col- 
leagues, Mr. STEELE and Mr. Davis, as well as myself, are paired as 


heretofore announced. 
Mr. RANDOLPH. Iam paired with Mr. PRIDEMORE. 


Mr. HARRISON. 


Colorado, is paired with Mr. Wurre, of Indiana. 


Mr. HEWITT, 
with Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. 


negative. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky. I am paired with Mr. Sampson, 


of Alabama. 


of Iowa. If he were present, I would vote “no.” 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


paired with Mr. WiLt1aMs, of New York. 
Mr. FINLEY. I am paired with Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts. 


Mr. FRANKLIN. I am paired with Mr. Ryan, of Kansas. 


were here, I would vote “ no.” 


“no.” 


Mr. CARLISLE. I am paired with Mr. Powers, of Maine. If he 
were present he would vote “ no.” 


I am requested to state that Mr. PATTERSON, of 


My colleague, Mr. LIGON, is paired 
If present, he would vote in the 


Iam requested to state that Mr. Money is 


If he 


Mr. MULDROW. My colleague, Mr. MANNING, is paired with Mr. 
CaLkINs, of Indiana. If Mr. MANNING were present, he would vote 





Mr. FULLER. Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. HUNTER. If 
he were present he would vote “no.” I also desire to state that my 
colleague, Mr. Coss, is paired with my other colleague, Mr. BAKER. 

Mr. SHELLEY. I wish to state that my colleague, Mr. GARTH, is 
paired with Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. 

Mr. McCOOK. I wish to state that on all these questions I am 
paired with my colleague, Mr. WILLIS. 

Mr. PAGE. ‘I am paired with Mr. STEELE, of North Carolina. If 
© were present, I would vote in the aflirmative. 

Mr. STONE. Iam paired with Mr. YounG, of Tennessee. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Iam paired with Mr. WILLIaMs, of Alabama. 
he were here he would probably vote “no,” and I would vote “ay.” 
Mr. MCGOWAN. Iam paired with Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky. 
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Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I am paired with the gentleman 
from Arkansas, Mr. GAUSE. 


Mr. BUNDY. Iam paired on all these questions with the gentle- 
man from New Jersey, Mr. CUTLER. 


Mr. HUBBELL. 1 wish to state that Mr. WILLIAMs, of New York, 





| is paired with Mr. Money. 


Mr. BLAIR. I wish to state that my colleagues, Mr. BriGGs and 
Mr. JONES, are paired on all these questions. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Iam paired with Mr. STEPHENS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I move to dispense with the reading 


| of the names. 





Objection was made. 
The vote was then announced as above recorded. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. YEATES. I rise to a personal explanation. I ask unanimous 
consent to make an explanation in justice to a member of the House. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. YEATES. During the vote upon General Cox’s substitute to 
refer the Colorado election case back to the people I made the 
inquiry if General GARFIELD had voted, and stated I understood he 
was paired with my colleague, Mr. WADDELL. General GARFIELD 
came forward and stated that upon that vote he was not paired 
and that he had voted. Immediately upon the adjournment of the 
House I called upon Colone] WADDELL and stated to him what had 
occurred in the House, and he stated that what General GARFIELD 
said was the truth; that he declined to pair with him on that vote, 
claiming that he wished to vote upon it, and that he (Mr. WADDELL) 
did not think it necessary to pair upon that vote, as he regarded the 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] as a substitute for 
the whole, and supposed it would be voted upon first, and that the 
friends of Mr. Belford and Mr. PATTERSON would vote it down, as a 
matter of course. I make this statement in justice to General Gar- 
FIELD, because I consider he has been unjustly criticised. 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman state whether Mr. WADDELL is 


| still in the city? 


Mr. YEATES. No,sir; he has left. 

Mr. HALE. In addition to what has been stated by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, I wish to say also that on the night succeeding 
the vote Mr. WADDELL made to me the same statement, that General 
GARFIELD’s statement on the floor was correct in every particular. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to thank the gentleman from North 
Carolina for the full and satisfactory statement he has made. It 
shows the entire misapprehension of the editor of the Post in his 
reference to the subject in his issue this morning. 

INVESTIGATION BY COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to ask a parliamentary question. Would it 
be in order to move to postpone the resolutions of the gentleman 
from New York until the 10th day of January ? 

The SPEAKER. If a motion to postpone were made it would take 
precedence over a motion to commit; but the 10th of January being 
the day fixed for the reassembling of Congress after the holiday 
recess the effect would be the same, as the pending question would 
then come up as unfinished business if the House should now adjourn. 

Mr. MILLS. That is what 1 want; to have it come up then as un- 
finished business. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman asked whether it would be in 
order to make a motion to postpone till the 10th day of January in 
preference to the motion to commit, and the Chair states that that 
motion would have preference. 

Mr. MILLS. Then I make it. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no motion to postpone, and the House 
adjourns, this will come up as unfinished business. 

Mr. MILLS. There are some resolutions which ought to be adopted 
now, one in particular in which the people of Texas are deeply inter- 
ested, to which I think there would be no objection on the other side 
of the House. 

Mr. HALE. I suggest to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Woop, j as an old parliamentarian—although rather a willful man, 
undoubtedly—he must see that at present, in the condition of his 
side of the House, members having gone away, for which he was not 
at fault, it is utterly impossible for him to make any progress with 
these resolutions. 

In addition to the objection which most of us have to giving the 
extra powers of sending for persons and papers, there is a serious 
objection to permitting a sitting during the recess when so many of 
the committees are broken up and are only here in fragments. If 
we adjourn now, under the ruling of the Chair, whatever right the 
gentleman from New York or the majority has to push these resolu- 
tions remains in them at the end of the vacation, but Ithink he must 
see it is useless to prolong this contest here any longer. 

Mr. WOOD. In reply to the gentleman from Maine, I desire to say 
that as the chairman of the committee which reported this resolution 
and fully concurring in it in all regards, I have felt compelled from 
a sense of duty and of justice and of right to persist in endeavoring 
to pass it. And I can only say this, that the minority of this House 
cannot afford to take this vacation after having for the time being 
and only temporarily defeated the object this resolution basin view. 
We desire to have a fair, honest, impartial investigation, such as the 
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people of the United States demand and require; and no party can 
maintain itself which acts in opposition to that. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. We shall have to bear it. 

Mr. WOOD. Now, I do not want to delay the recess; but any 
action this House may take in favor of a motion to adjourn is merely 
a temporary postponement of what must inevitably recur when we 
meet on the 10th of January. There must then be a renewal of the 
same question, if the minority persist Row in these dilatory motions. 
Bat. if it be the unanimous desire of the House that this question be 
ppenes from to-day till the 10th of January, I yield to the inevita- 

le, but my own judgment is against it. 

Mr. HALE. I would suggest that there is nothing to gain by the 
motion to postpone, because, under the ruling of the Speaker, the 
question goes over as unfinished business and comes up again after 
the recess. 

Mr. SAYLER. And independently of that, the resolutions can be 
reported again at any time by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr.WOOD Whether it is brought up de novo or is resumed as un- 
finished business, I shall, if I live, persist hour after hour, day after 
day, and month after month, until the resolutions are finally passed. 

Mr. CONGER. We shall be here during those hours and days and 
months. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, what is the question before the House? 

Mr. PRICE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let us take a vote on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Texas, [ Mr. ae 

Mr. PRICE. I withdraw the motion. 

The question was taken on Mr. MILLs’s motion to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the report until immediately after the reading 
of the Journal on Thursday, the 10th day of January; and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MILLS moved to reconsider the vote by which the further 
consideration of the report was postponed until January 10, 1878; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MEXICAN BORDER TROUBLES. 


Mr. SCHLEICHER. I ask unanimous consent to present a resolu- 
tion, under instructions from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, which 
will occupy but a few moments. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That in the investigations of the Mexican border troubles and the re- 
lations with the Mexican authorities the Committee on Foreign Affairs shall have 
power to send for persons and papers. 

No objection being made, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TEXAN FRONTIER INVESTIGATION. 


Mr. BANNING. I ask unanimous consent to report from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs the following resolution, and ask that it be 
passed at this time: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs, in the prosecution of the in- 
vestigation into the condition and military management of affairs on the Texan 
frontier, which they are directed to make under the resolution of the House of the 


2ist of November last, are hereby authorized to sit during the recess and to send 
for persons and papers. 


Mr. DUNNELL and Mr. TOWNSEND of New York objected. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio, obtained the floor. 

Mr. BANNING. I think the gentlemen will withdraw their objec- 

tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must deal fairly. The gentleman’s 

resolution was objected to and the Chair recognized his colleague, 

(Mr. Jonrs.] If the objection made to the gentleman’s resolution 

be withdrawn the gentlemen who made the objection will so state it. 
Mr. MILLS. I hope the gentlemen will withdraw their objection 

to the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. BANNING. ] 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not before the House. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Iask unanimous consent to make the fol- 
lowing report from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds: 
The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to send asubcommitee of its members to the cities of Chicago, 
in the State of Illinois; Previdence, in the State of Rhode Island ; a in 
the State of Pennsylvania; Saint Louis, in the State of Missouri; and Louisville, 
in the State of ay ; for the purpose of ascertaining the wants and require- 
ments of the public ice in ——- public buildings in those cities, and report 
the same for the information further action of the House : Provided, however, 
That said subcommittee shall not consist of more than five members and that the; 
shall receive no pay or allowance for such service except mile as now allow 
by law to Senators and Representatives in Congress, in going to and returning from 


said cities "— 

report the same back to the House and the same be amended by inserting 
after the word “ Kentucky,"’ in the ori resolution, the following: Detroit, 
Michigan, Cleveland, Ohio, and such cities as they may deem necessary ; 
and as thus amended they unanimously recommend its adoption. 


Mr. EDEN. I do not think there is any necessity for that resolu- 
tion and I object to it. 
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Cc. C. BUCKNER. 


Mr. HENDEE, by unanimous consent, offered the following resoln 
tion; which was read and referred to the Committee on Accounts: : 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives of the Con ; 


United States of America be, and he is hereby, instructed to pay to C. Be of the 


of Virginia, the sum of $61.09, being at the rate of $1,200 per annum for hinaiaee, 
as doorkeeper of the Members’ — the 13th day of November to the Bist 


os December, 1877, inclusive; to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
ouse,. , 

Mr. HENDEE moved to reconsider the vote by which the re 
was referred; and also moved to Jay the motion te reconside 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORGANIZATION OF DOORKEEPER’S DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I desire to report from the Committee of Accounts 
a resolution for present action. The resolution has been considered 
by the Committee of Accounts, and I report a substitute for the one 
on the same subject which was referred to that committee, and which 
fully explains itself. I am instructed to do this without any recom. 
mendation from the Committee of Accounts, and do it for the pur- 
pose of testing the sense of the House upon this subject. I will state 
in addition to what I have said, that it is for the purpose of paying 
men who have actually been employed in this House and rendere 
service, but who have never received any compensation for it. 

The Clerk read the substitute, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized ani 4 
rected to pay out of the contingent fund a sum not exceeding $3,840 for expenses 
incurred in the employment of an extra force in the or; zation of the Doorkeop 
er’s department for the special session of the Forty-fifth Congress, and that sai 
sum shall be paid out subject to the approval of the Committee of Accounts, 

The substitute was agreed to; and the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted, 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FRANK AUGERER. 

Mr. CHALMERS, from the Committee of Accounts, reported thy 

following resolution: 


Resolved, That Frank Augerer be, and he is hereby, continued in the service of 
this House as a page beginning with and continuing during the present Congress, 
and that he be paid | from the miscellaneous items of the contingent fund at the rat 
paid to other pages. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 1 object. 

_ Mr. GARFIELD. Let us have an explanation as to this proposed 
increase of the force as now fixed by law. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is objected to. 


PAY OF EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 


_ Mr. BLAIR. I report from the Committee of Accounts and ask for 
= pone at this time the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
esk. 


80 lution 
‘Tr on the 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


ResoWwed, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and di. 
rected to pay out of the contingent fund the following specified sums to the persons 
herein named, for services rendered as laborers: To Richard M. Bowler, #12); to 
Thomas P. Bell, $383 ; to amin Stewart, €428 ; to Beaufort Lee, $180; w Henry 
a $225 ; to Alexander Thomas, James Hall, Charles Carter, J. Cook Nickeus 
Alf Lyle, each, $260; to Henry Hall, $90; to Robert Coates, $90; to Stephen 
Holly, $50 to William Henry Hall, John H. Shaw, James a. Savoy, Walker John: 
son, Wilson Grice, cach $60; to Isaac R. Hill, $50. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I object. 

Mr. BLAIR. I think the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr 
WHITE] will withdraw his objection when I say that this resolutio: 
only provides to pay several common laborers and other attacli’s 
around the Capitol who have done menial service and have not re- 
ceived a cent of the amount due them. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Were these persons upon the reg: 
ular roll or not ? 

Mr. BLAIR. They have not been upon the roll; but they have 
been in actual service. 

Mr. FORT. I understand that the resolution goes back to the las: 
Con . If they were on the regular roll they would not need « 
resolution of this kind. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not understand the gentleman from Illino's 
(Mr. gol ; 

Mr. ROBERTS. Similar cases were provided for when the gent’ 
man himself was on the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. FORT. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Wuite] bas 
objected, and that is enough. , 
“! aE of Pennsylvania. How many of these persons a 

ere 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I would ask the gentleman fro 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Barr, ] then. 

Mr. BLAIR. Allow me to say that these services were not re! 
dered under the present Dessous a all. These are claims {or 
services rendered during the vacation, nearly all of them being ¢™ 
ae in the re upon this wing of the Capitol. 

. FORT. I call for the regular order. \ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois demands the reg!" 
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order, which cuts off the resolution of the gentleman from New Hamp- | ing. Having said this much, I withdraw all farther opposition to the 
shire, (Mr. BLarr,] to which the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. | resolution. 


WHITE] objected. . r Mr. BLAIR. I wish to say a word in explanation—— 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I asked the gentleman from New Many MEMBERS. Question! Question! 
Hampshire [Mr. BLAIR} for information. In view of the information Mr. BLAIR. Very well; let the question be taken. 
which he has just given I will withdraw my objection. The resolution was adopted. 
The SPEAKER. Is there further objection? [A pause. ] Mr. BLAIR moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
Mr. BLAIR. I call the previous question on the resolution. was adopted, and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
Mr. FORT. I renew the objection. the table. 
Mr. SAYLER. Is not that too late. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair had no right under the rule to admit 


; POST-ROUTE BILL, 

this resolution except by unanimous consent. , . IGS ‘ i ructe: >the Committee 3 : 
Mr. BLAIR. I have no doubt the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. oo ee — por cag dn pa ayn — “ — 

ForT] will withdraw his objection in a moment. ice and Post-Koads to ask the House to take from the Speaker's 


Mr. YEATES. ‘The objection was too late. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, because the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. ForT] was under the impression that the objection 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. WHITE] continued. 

Mr. YEATES. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, when he with- 
drew his objection, spoke loud enough to be heard over here. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. FORT said: I have been urged to withdraw my objection, and 
I will do so. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no further objection, the resolution 
will be considered as before the House. ‘ 

There was no objection. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Allow me to inquire of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire [Mr. BLatr] if these payments are for services hitherto 
rendered; and, if so were those services authorized by law or is this 
resolution intended to make up some deficiencies ? 

Mr. BLAIR. These men rendered services not in accordance with any 
specific law, but the services were made necessary by the necessities of 
the House of Representatives. Most of these services were rendered 
during the last vacation. The first two named in the resolution, Mr. 
Bell and Mr. Stewart, have been for many years paid under resolu- 
tions similar to this; they have never been upon any roll. I presume 
both of them are known to the old members of the House. They 
have hitherto been paid at the rate of $2 per day, and we have cut 
them down to $1.50 a day. 

The others named in the resolution are, with perhaps one excep- 
tion, common laborers, and the services they have rendered have been 
chiefly in repairs of the Capitol. Instead of paying them at the usual 
rate of $2 a day we cut them down to $laday. We have reduced 
them to starvation prices, and it is my belief that every one of them 
is hangry at this moment. I think there is nothing in this resolution 
to which any gentleman in this House would have the slightest objec- 
tion if he knew the merits of the case. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have no doubt that this resolution should pass, 
and the only reason I asked the question was that I might know 
whether this was a case where the force had been increased by indi- 
rection, which is a thing that we should guard against. If these men 
have performed services they should be paid. 

Mr. ROBERTS. This thing has been done from time to time in 
every Congress for the last twenty-five years, I believe. It is a 
notorious fact that the cleaning of this very room, the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, has been done by persons not on any roll; 
done, too, with the cognizance of the House, and has been the prac- 
tice for years. And it is too late now to object to paying these men, 
for they have performed this service in accordance with uniform 
custom, and they should be paid. 

Mr. BLAIR. I think gentlemen had a right to ask for explana- 
tions. 

Mr. FORT. I objected when this resolution was first offered. At 
the request of many gentlemen I now withdraw my objection. I 
wish to say this, however, that it is high time that this practice was 
stopped; that was one reason why I objected. Another was that I 
have been informed by the former Doorkeeper of this House that 
these persons were here and he could not discharge them. He said 
that he employed and reported on the roll all the men that he was 


allowed to employ, and that these were hangers-on which he did not 
report on his roJl. : 


Mr. BLAIR. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. FORT. Allow me a moment longer, if you please. I have no 
question but what these men were here and did work, as they always 
will work, if you allow the regular employés to shirk and not per- 
form their duty, while the bystanders do the work, and then come 
in here and get their pay; it will always be so. I think it is now 
high time that a stop should be put to this thing. The gentleman 
says that these services were performed by these persons in cleaning 
up this Hall when it was being repaired. Does he not know that that 
work was all done by contract, and that the man who repaired the 


table and consider at this time the amendments of the Senate to what 
is known as the post-route bill. 

There was no objection, and the bill (H. R. No. 1637) establishing 
post-routes in the several States herein named was taken from the 
Speaker’s table with the Senate amendments thereto. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move that the amendments of the Senate be 
concurred in. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I would inquire if there is anything in the bill 
besides post-routes ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Nothing at all. The amendments of the Senate 
are merely for additional post-routes. 

The amendments of the Senate were then concurred in. 

The amendment of the title, so as to make it read “An act estab- 
lishing post-roads,” was also concurred in. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ments of the Senate were concurred in; and also moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I move that the House now adjourn. 














PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a request for an 
appropriation for the purchase of property at San Antonio, Texas; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
JAMES WELSH. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report on House 
resolution No. 111, for the relief of James Welsh, Seventeenth Michi- 
gan Volunteers; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 





WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


By unanimous consent, Mr. BROWNE obtained leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House papers in the case of John A. Coan; and 
Mr. SHELLEY leave to withdraw papers in the case of W. J. Woodley, 
there having been no adverse report in either case. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I desire to withdraw an objection 
I made a moment ago to a resolution of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. CHALMERS] in regard to a page-boy. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order! 

TheSPEAKER. The regular order is the question upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] that the House now 
adjourn. 

The question being taken; there were—ayes 86, noes 50. 

Mr. BANNING and Mr. CHALMERS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for tellers on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. THOMPSON. A single explanation will I think obviate all 
this difficulty. 

Mr. BLAIR. If I can be allowed a part of a minute 

Mr. EDEN. I object to debate and call for the regular order. 

Mr. THOMPSON. There is a one-armed soldier 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THomMpP- 
SON ] surely knows that he is not in order. 

The question being taken on ordering tellers upon the motion to 
adjourn, they were not ordered. 

So the motion was agreed to: and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
five minutes p.m.) the House adjourned, pursuant te concurrent reso- 
lution, until Thursday, January 10, 1878. 








PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 
By Mr. BLACKBURN: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route between New Columbus and some point on the Cincinnati 


done Southern Railway—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Hall ought in his bill for the services, and was paid or will be paid | Roads. 
or i 


By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of Ex-President Woolsey, of 
Yale College, and 19 other citizens of New Haven, for the establish- 
ment of an international commission to determine at fixed intervals 
the value of silver coin as compared with gold coin—to the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Currency. 


Why, sir, it is simply a repetition of what, 1s the chairman of the 
Committee of Accounts (Mr. RoBerts] has said has always been 
done. These extra services will always be rendered if you allow peo- 
to perform them without authority of law and then pay them. 

make no question that these laborers ought to be paid, but we 


By Mr. CLAFLIN: The petition of the Women’s Temperance 
Gone adopt some system on this subject. We should reqnire the of- | Union, of Massachusetts, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
cers of this House to employ men and put them on their rolls and 


alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Teport them to the House, so that we may know whom we are employ- | By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: The petition of J. C. Wallace and other 





248 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. JANUARY 10, 

















citizens, of Marshall County, Iowa, that the duties on flaxseed and 
linseed oil remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COBB: The petition of citizens of Vincennes, Indiana, for 
a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic—to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. COVERT: The memorial of John Graham, for compensa- 
tion for the damages and loss sustained on account of the detention 
of steamships belonging to him, by order of the President of the 
United States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of the Good Templars of Indiana, 
for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic— 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: Papers relating to the claim of William Moses 
and Felix Halff—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of Dr. Mary E. Walker, that she be 
paid $10,000 for expenditures, services, and sufferings in the inter- 
ests of sick and wounded soldiers during the late war—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of the Silk-Hatters Association, 
for a reduction of the tariff on hatter’s plushes—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HENDEE: The memorial of O. and C. Steam-Mill Com- 
pany and other manufacturers, at South Barton, Vermont, employ- 
ing eighty workmen, that Congress will take no action concern- 
ing a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by 
an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of 
practical business men would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: The memorial of Rock Island Cotton Man- 
ufacturing Company and other manufacturers of cotton, lumber, &c., 
at Rock Island, Llinois, employing five hundred and fifty-five work- 
men, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of George Calvert— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claim of John M. Shelton, 
of Davidson County, Tennessee—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. ITTNER: The petition of the Good Templars of Missouri, 
for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trattic— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KEIFER: The petition of Professor Young, of Princeton 
College, and 12 other presidents and professors of colleges and other 
public institutions, that the Washington Naval Observatory be moved 
to a healthier and otherwise better location, and to secure for it fire- 
proof buildings—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. KNOTT: The petition of Good Templars of Kentucky, fora 
commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The memorial of the National Land Reformers’ 
Association, that the public lands be disposed of only to actual set- 
tlers—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. MACKEY: The memorial of W. M. Allison & Brother, and 
other manufacturers of woolens at Potter’s Mills, Pennsylvania, em- 
ploying twenty-four workmen, that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country 
and that the nature of such taritf legislation in the opinion of practical 
business men is such as would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SAYLER: Papers relating to the claims of Thomas H. 
Foulds and Charles Gordon—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of Charles I’, Raymond, heir of 
Jesse Smith, deceased, that he be paid the pension due the widow of 
said Smith—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Also, the petition of James B. Hoyt and others, for the erection of a 
light-house or beacon in Stamford Harbor, Connecticut—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILSON: The memorial of J. H. Clifton & Sons, and other 
manufacturers at Weston, West Virginia, employing seventeen work- 
men, that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and the nature of such 
tariff legislation as in the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route between 
Normantown and Germantown, West Virginia—to the Committee on 
the Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 


The following bills from the House of Representatives were soy 
erally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committes., 
mt bil (HR 9 the charges 

A bill (H. R. No. 119) to remove the c ainst Lieuten; 
Charles Wilkinson, late of Company K, One ie’ Sat geen 


Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, on file in the War Department. 


an 

A bill (H. R. No. 694) for the relief of William H. Needham, |ato 
second lieutenant of Company D, Twenty-second Regiment iowa 
Infantry. , 

The bill (H. R. No. 1487) making appropriations for the paymen; 
of claims reported to Congress under section 2 of the act approved 
June 16, 1874, by the Secretary of the Treasury, was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. ; 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting a special report of 
the Commissioner of Agriculture upon the subject of forestry ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

, PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. FERRY presented a petition of citizens of Michigan, praying 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit. 
ing the several States from disfranchising citizens of the United 
States on account of sex; which was referred to the Committee oy 
Privileges and Elections. 

He , am resented the petition of Jay Smith and others, citizens oj 
Saginaw, Michigan, praying for a modification of the bankrupt law; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of the Alaska Gold and 
Silver Mining Company, praying that such protection be afforded ty 
citizens of the United States as will enable them to prosecute busi- 
ness enterprises, and that Alaska be attached to the district of 
Oregon for all judicial purposes ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of 8S. E. Jackson and others, citi- 
zens of Hancock, New York, representing that many pensioners are 
sufferers by an unwise limitation in the pension law, and praying for 
an amendment thereto; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of George B. Sloan and others, citi- 
zens of Oswego, New York, praying for an increase of the salary of 
letter-carriers to $100 per month; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the pee of Helena Stanton, Mary R. Pell, 
Martin Lewis, E. W. Pullman, and others, citizens of New York 
City; the petition of Amanda Diego, Anna Wilber, E. Kincker 
Boeker, Leonard J. Tripp, and others, citizens of Dutchess County, 
New York; and the petition of Helen M. Loder, Charlotte H. Dick- 
inson, W. Moore, and others, citizens of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess 
County, New York, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex; which were referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of E. B. Sargent, Mrs. Phin- 
eas Haynes, Sarah A. Bean, Charles F. Smith, and others, citizens of 
West Haverhill, Essex County, Massachusetts, and the petition of 
Nancy C. Gilman, Susan L. Smith, N. A. Davis, Nathan Pierce, Fran- 
cis J. Winship, and others, citizens of Lexington, Middlesex County, 
Massachusetts, making the same prayer as those last presented by 
the Senator from New York. I move their reference to the Commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of the Boston Board of Trade, 
remonstrating against the enactment of any law whereby the silver 
dollar shall be made an unlimited legal tender until the principal 
nations of Europe shall concur in a general remonetization of silver, 
and praying that present legislation upon the subject of coinage 
may be limited to the promotion of negotiations with other powers 
~d universal bi-metallism; which was referred to the Committee ou 

‘inance, 

Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of Robert C. Winthrop, Charles 
W. Eliot, I. Ingersoll Bowditch, Benjamin Pierce, and Edward C. 
Pickering, citizens of ee Massachusetts, praying that Con- 
gress may remove the Naval Observatory in Washington to some 
more healthy position. As that matter is already pending, | believe, 
before the Committee on Naval Affairs, nantes it is not before the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds,) I ask that this pet- 
tion be referred to that committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will take that reference, 
if there be no objection. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of Elijah Shaw, manufacturer 
of woolens, of Wales, Massachusetts, employing seventy workmen; 
the petition of C. D. Hunt, agent, manufacturer of tacks, of Fair- 
haven, Massachusetts, employing one hundred and ten workmen ; and 
the petition of Whitehead & Atherton, and others, manufacturers 
and machinists, of Lowell, Massachusetts, employing one hun 
workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concerning 4 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an ofl 
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cial inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and that 
the nature of such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of prac- 

a] business men would best promote the restoration of general 
ees rhich were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
prosperity 5 Ww a ei r: 

Mr. SARGENT presented the petition of Clarinda J. H. Nichols, 
Elizabeth Ristine, J. Y. Griffiths, George B. Nichols, and others, citi- 
zens of Colpella and Pomo, Mendocino County, California, and the 
petition of Sarepta C. White, M. D., Nancy J. Potter, Rollin C. Ander- 
sou, M. D., Robert G. Perkins, and others, citizens of San Francisco, 
California, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of SeX ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the petition of the Mercer Pottery 
Company, manufacturers of pottery, of Trenton, New Jersey, em- 
ploying ‘two hundred workmen, and the petition of the Raritan 
Woolen Mills and others, manufacturers and machinists, of Raritan, 
New Jersey, employing six hundred and ninety workmen, praying 
that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff du- 
ties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of 
such tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business 
men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAILEY. I present petitions of the same character as those 
just presented by the Senator from New Jersey, from Henry Warren 
& Son, manufacturers of cotton, of Oregon, Tennessee, employing 
thirty workmen; from the Rockford Manufacturing Company, of 
Rockford, Tennessee, employing fifty-five workmen ; and from Hutch- 
inson & Son, manufacturers of woolens, of Appleton, Wisconsin, em- 
ploying one hundred and eight workmen. I move the reference of 
these petitions to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KERNAN. 1 present three petitions, one from the Peru Steel 
and Iron Company, manufacturers of iron and steel, of Clintonville, 
New York; one from Wagman, Thorpe & Co., manufacturers of pa- 
per, of Fort Miller, New York; and one from Fisher & Morehouse, 
manufacturers of carriages, of Naples, New York, each praying that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties 
until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condi- 
tion of the industries of the country and that the nature of such 
tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business men 
would best promote the restoration of general prosperity. 1 move 
the reference of these petitions to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of Helen M. Cooke, Emma 
J. Armitage, W. W. Andrews, E. R. Butler, Lizzie A. Price, and 
others, citizens of New York City, and the petition of Adalina Lock- 
wood, M. Josephine Gamble, and others, citizens of Albany County, 
New York, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex; which were referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present three petitions, one from Mrs. Elizabeth 
W. Kenedy, one from Helen C. Kenedy, and one from Jane T. Wel- 
ton, of the State of New York, praying relief from political disabil- 
ities so that they may govern Rounires and exercise the right of 
suffrage. I move the reference of these petitions to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of Amasa C. Robinson 

and 425 others, citizens of Lynn, Massachusetts, praying for the res- 
toration of the silver dollar of 412} grains to full legal-tender power 
in the United States, and that its coinage be made as free in all re- 
spects as the coinage of gold; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 
_ Mr. EATON presented the petition of the Yale Lock Manufactur- 
ing Company and others, manufacturers of locks, &c., of Stamford, 
Connecticut, employing three hundred and thirty workmen, praying 
that Congress will ro no action coucerning a revision of tariff 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an oflicial inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of the 
proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical busi- 
hess men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

_He also presented the petition of the New Haven Engineering So- 
ciety, of New Haven, Connecticut, praying for the introduction of the 
metrical system of weights and measures; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON. I present the petition of Ex-President Theodore D. 
Woolsey, of Yale College, and other citizens of New Haven, Connecti- 
cut, praying the coinage of silver dollars of 420 grains standard silver, 
tobe made a legal tender for all sums not exceeding $20 except in pay- 
ment of private contracts for gold and the bonded debt of the United 
States, and the establishment of an international commission to fix 
therelative value of silver and gold in foreign and domestic exchanges. 
—— that the petition be ieee to the Committee on Finance and 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. EATON. I desire to say that, in accordance with the petition 

















just presented, when the silver bill may be under discussion, I shall 
offer an amendment covering that ground. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present the memorial of the Union Lace Company 
and other manufacturers of lace, cotton, &c., at Kennebunk, Maine, 
employing 435 workmen, and the petition of Erskine & Williams and 
other manufacturers of lumber, of Jefferson, Maine, in relation to 


the revision of the tariff. I move they be referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


The motion was agreed to. ' 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Lucy A. Snow, Flora D. 
Butler, R. W. Lincoln, William Spear, and others, citizens of Rock- 
land, Knox County, Maine, praying for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Lavinia M. Snow, a citizen of 
Knox County, Maine, praying for the removal of her political disa- 
bilities, and that she may be declared invested with the right of suf- 
frage; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elee- 
tions. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the petition of Nancy R. Allen, M. 8. 
Connelly, William Denniston, E. Rk. Mears, and others, citizens of 
Maquoketa, Jackson County, lowa, praying for an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of Harriet A. Loughary, 
Anna M. Martin, W. J. Loughary, Alexander Reid, and others, citi- 
zens of Amity, Yam Hill County, Oregon ; the petition of Araminta 
Higgins, Eva Stewart, Lee Sanabiia, ti. L. Marston, and others, citi- 
zens of North Yam Hill, Yam Hill County, Oregon; the petition of 
Mary A. Danforth, Martha E. V. Wertz, Bartlett Obenchain, W. B. 
Kincaid, and others, citizensof Jackson County, Oregon ; the petition 
of Mrs. H. M. McComas, Harriet L. Lewis, Mary T. Argeisinger, W. 
B. Challen, and others, citizens of Oregon; and the petition of Mrs. 
A. F. Pearce, Mrs. P. Risdon, J. P. Gill, M. D., D. W. Risdon, and 
others, citizens of Eugene City, Lane County, Oregon, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
of sex; which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present sundry petitions, signed by several 
thousand citizens of the respective counties of Multnomah, Marion, 
Yam Hill, Clackamas, Umatilla, and Union, in the State of Oregon, 
praying an extension of time for the construction of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad, with the following provisions and readjustments : 

First, repealing the north branch and substituting the grant on 
the Salt Lake line, to be constructed in four years. 

Second, making the North Pacilic and the Portland and Salt Lake 
roads a common road from their junction through the Columbia Pass 
to the city of Portland. 

Third, that either company first making through connection from 
the eastern terminus may proceed with the common road. 

Fourth, for suitable provisions for sales of lands and protection to 
settlers. 

Fifth, instructing Oregon Senators and Representatives to give 
their united support to these measures. 

I move the reference of these petitions tothe Committee on Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of B. J. Thompson, Matilda 
Hendershot, Alice C. Ingram, J. H. Boyle, and others, citizens of 
Thayer County, Nebraska, praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States prohibiting the several States from dis- 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Lydia Foster, Mel- 
vina Van Wormer, John Helm, 8. C. Garey, and others, citizens of 
Leelenaw, Michigan, praying for an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States prohibiting the several States from distranchis- 
ing United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of the Tioga Manufacturing Com- 
pany and other manufacturers of lumber, at Big Rapids, Michigan, 
employing three hundred and thirty workmen; the petition of A. B. 
Long & Son, manufacturers of lumber, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
employing one hundred and fifty workmen; the petition of Piper & 
Thompson, manufacturers of lumber, at Lapeer, Michigan, employ- 
ing sixty workmen; the petition of the Michigan Central Iron Com- 
pany, manufacturers of iron, Lawton, Michigan, employing one hun- 
ured and fifty workmen; the petition of Kellogg, Sawyer & Co., 
and other manufacturers of lumber, in Osceola County, Michigan, 
employing forty workmen ; and the petition of L. J. Van Lenven, 
and other manufacturers of lumber, at Riversdale, Michigan, employ- 
ing twenty workmen, praying that Congress will take no action 
concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is 
such as in the opinion of _— business men would best promote 

a 


the restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of William H. Nessle, | of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to extend the time when Pensions 
praying compensation for services rendered in the investigation of | may be applied for and to otherwise ——— the laws in the interest 
the affairs of marshals of the United States for the western district | of ex-soldiers ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions 
of Arkansas; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. He also presented resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce ‘of 

He also presented the petition of E. W. Metcalf, praying indemnity | Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, pointing out the importance and peg) 
out of the Geneva award fund for the loss of the ship Delphine, | economy of an appropriation to erect public buildings on ground 
alleged to have been destroyed by the Shenandoah during the late | now owned by the United States in that city; which were referred 
war; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Hie also presented the fetition of William R. Fee, of Cincinnati, | He also presented ten petitions from manufacturing companies of 
Ohio, praying an extension of letters-patent for improvements in cot- | Pennsylvania, employing forty-five hundred and sixty-five workmey 





ton-seed liullers; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Ile also presented the petition of Mary V. Griffith and Emeline G. 
Fawcett, citizens of Columbiana County, Ohio, praying for the re- 
moval of their political disabilities; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Annie H. Lamborn, a citizen of 
the State of Ohio, praying for the removal of her political disabili- 
ties; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. 








Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of Union Lodge, No. 90, of 


praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision o: 


tariff duties until it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 


condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of the 


proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practica 


| business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 


perity ; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of the Susquehanna Canal Company 
and the Tide-water Canal Company, corporations chartered |yy th 
States of Pennsylvania and Maryland, praying compensation fo; 
loss of their bridge over the Susquehanna River near Columbia, 


the Order of Good Templars of Rochester, Minnesota, signed by the | Pennsylvania, burned in 1863 by order of Major-General Couch, com. 
ofticers in behalf of seventy members; also a petition of six hundred | manding the United States forces; which was referred to the Com 


members of the Rochester Temperance Reform Club, of Rochester, 
Minnesota, praying an amendment of the Constitution, prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
of sex; which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Mr. HOWE presented the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Milwankee, Wisconsin, praying for an appropriation for the im- 
provement of Detroit River ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

He also presented four memorials from the lumbermen in different 
portions of Wisconsin, praying that Congress will take no action con- 
cerning a revision of tariff duties until it shall have ascertained by 
an Official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the 
opinion of practical business men would best promote the restoration 
of general prosperity; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Angeline Raish, mother of Olion 
Raish, who died in the United States service, praying to be allowed 
a pensien from the date of her son’s death ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition from sundry persons of Wisconsin, 
praying Con to give prompt recognition to the claims of many 
pensioners who are sufferers by an unwise limitation law, which is 
universally conceded to be unjust; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of the workingmen’s party of Califor- 
nia, making sundry suggestions touching the Texas Pacitic Railroad ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. HOWE. I present a petition signed by two hundred gentle- 
men and ladies of a single town in Wisconsin—some of them I happen 
to know to be personally of the very highest character—praying for 
an amendment to the Constitution to prohibit the several States from 
disfranchising citizens on account of sex. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented two petitions, one from 
Mrs. Lucina De Wolf, of White Water, Wisconsin, and one from Hen- 
rietta J. Partridge, also of White Water, Wisconsin, praying for the 
removal of their political disabilities and that they may be declared 
invested with idieewe to exercise their right of self-government 
at the ballot-box, all State constitutions or statute law to the con- 
trary notwithstanding; which were referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the memorial of John Peters and other manu- 
facturers, of Warsaw, Wisconsin, employing one hundred and eighty- 
one workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concern- 
ing a revision of tariff duties until it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the 
opinion of practical business men would best promote the restoration 
of general prosperity; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Palmyra, Wis- 
consin, praying the passage of an act giving prompt recognition to 
the claims of many pensioners who are sufferers by an unwise limit- 
ation law; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TELLER presented the petition of Jennie Prescott, Mrs. T. R. 
Wright, and others, citizens of Texas Creek, Fremont County, Colo- 
rado; the petition of M. S. Crary, E. M. Bacon, M. M. Boyd, W. L. 
Slutz, and other citizens of Golden City, Colorado; and the petition 
of Lucy Freeman, Mary King, James M. Marshall, H. A. Campbell, 
and other citizens of Central City, Gilpin County, Colorado, praying 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit- 
ing the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on 
account of sex; which were referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented a petition of citizens 


mittee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of the president and cashier of the 
Columbia National Bank, of Columbia, Lancaster County, Pennsy)- 
vania, praying compensation for loss of a bridge burned in 1563 by 
order of Major General D. N. Conch, commanding United States 
forces; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WINDOM presented the petition of Mrs. 8. J. Howard, Jennie 
Alamander, Samuel Manchester, J. B. Wagner, and other citizens oj 
Rochester, Minnesota, and the petition of the Rochester Division, No. 
18, Sons of Temperance, signed by J. G. Miner, D. G. W. P., in bebal; 
of eighty-four members, praying for an amendment to the Constity. 
tion of the United States prohibiting the several States from disfran. 
chising United States citizens on account of sex ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition cf the order of Good Templars oj 
Rochester, Minnesota, numbering over one hundred and fifty men- 
bers, signed by the officers, praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States prohibiting the several States from dis- 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the memorial of E. 8. Fallman, manufacturer of 
lumber at Brunswick, Minnesota, praying that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is 
such as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote 
the restoration of general prosperity ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the memorial of Messrs. Gant and Shep- 
hardson, of Fairfax, State of Vermont, manufacturers, setting forth 
that they are engaged in manufacturing, and asking that Congress 
before it engages in tariff legislation may have a careful investiga- 
tion into the condition, prospects, and needs of the manufacturing 
interests of the country and their relation to the other industrial in- 
terests of the nation. They set forth in their petition the grounds 
of what they ask, which, when the committee comes to consider 
these petitions, if the others are like this one, I hope the committee 
will carefully read, because they state in a brief way a good deal 
that is often forgotten and that is worth remembering. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. PLUMB presented the petition of A. Gottschalk & Co., and 
others, manufacturers of silk, soap, &c., at Ottawa, Kansas, employ- 
ing seventy-three workmen, praying that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until it sha!l have ascer- 
tained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the 
country, and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the 
restoration of general prosperity ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. Paes 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. H. Anthony, Jennie W 
Dammast, and others, citizens of Clay Centre, Clay Coanty, Kansas, 
praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States cit- 
zens on account of sex; which was referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented the petition of Elizabeth L. Saxon, Mrs. 
A. J. Marray, L. A. Saxon, Emerson Bentley, and others, citizens 0! 
New Orleans, Orleans Parish, Louisiana, praying for an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from distranchising United States citizens on account of sex ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 5 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petitions of Caroline F. Putnam ane 
Sallie Holley, citizens of the United States and residents in the — 
of Virginia, county of Northumberland, praying for the removal 
their political disabilities and that they may be declared invested 
with the right of suffrage ; which were referred to the Committee 0 
Privileges and Elections. 
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. TER presented three petitions of citizens of Oregon, pray- 
_— eee terminus of the Northern Pacitic Railroad be 
stablished at Astoria, at the mouth of the Columbia River, and that 
ere railroad be extended thereto within three years; which was 
referred to the Committee on Railroads. La ; 

He also presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of Portland, 
Oregon, in favor of a modification of the bill granting an extension 
of time for the completion of the Northern Pacitic Railroad; which 
was referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Portland, Oregon, pray- 
ing for the extension of the time for the completion of the Northern 
P ieitic Railroad; which was referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

‘He also presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of Portland, 
von, in favor of the passage of the bill for the construction of a 
house on Tillamook Head, Oregon, and range-lights on Sand 
Island, at the mouth of the Columbia River, Oregon; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. P ; bt 

He also presented four petitions of citizens of Marion and Union 
Counties, Oregon, praying for an amendment to the Constitation of 
the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex; which were referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented the memorial of the Brax- 
ton Iron Company, manufacturers of iron, at Stranger Creek, West 
Virginia,employing seventy-five workmen, praying that Congress will 
take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall 
have ascertained by an otticial inquiry the condition of the industries 
of the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation 
is such asin the opinion of practical business men would best pro- 
mote the restoration of general prosperity ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. } 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of Lydia L. Johnston, Clarke 
Irvine, William Brodbeck, Lucy A. Christian, Annie R. Irvine, and 
others, citizens of Oregon, Holt County, Missouri, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
ofsex; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of William Dewalt, of Lees- 
ville Cross Roads, Crawford County, Ohio, asking Congress to give 
prompt recognition to the claims of many pensioners who are suf- 
ferers by an unwise limitation law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Augustus Raymond, of Gibeson- 
ville, Hocking County, Ohio, praying Congress to give prompt recog- 
nition to the claims of many pensioners who are sufferers by an 
unwise limitation law; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of C. A. Young, professor in Prince- 
ton College; Benjamin Pierce, professor in Harvard University; Noah 
Porter, president of Yale College; J. E. dilgard, assistant in charge 
of the United States Coast Surv sy Office, Washington; L. C. Garland, 
president of Vanderbilt University, Nashville; F. A. P. Barnard, 
president of Columbia College, New York; Joseph Henry, secretary 
of the Sinithsonian Institution; Cleveland Abbe, formerly director of 
the Cincinnati Observatory; Peter S. Mitchie, professor in the United 
States Military Academy, West Point; C. W. Pritchett, director of 
the Morrison Observatory, Glasgow, Missouri; Lewis Boss, director 
of the Dudley Observatory, Albany; 8S. W. Burnham, esq., Chicago; 
and Ormond Stone, director of the Cincinnati Observatory, praying 
for the removal of the observatory at Washington to a more eligible 
site; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also ons certain proceedings of the Board of Trade of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, protesting against any scheme for the moditicatiou of 
the act of Congress of December 17, 1872, in relation to bridges across 
the Ohio River; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

_He also presented the petition of the Ohio State Horticultural So- 
ciety in favor of House bill No. 1218, in relation to the preservation 
and renewal of our forests; which was referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

He also presented three petitions of certain manufacturers of Ohio, 
praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of 
the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical 
business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity ; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HEREFORD presented the petition of the Riverside Iron 
Works, manufacturers of iron at Wheeling, West Virginia, employ- 
ing eight hundred workmen, praying that Congress will take no ac- 
tion concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is 
such as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote 
the restoration of general prosperity ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Elizabeth Bancroft, Jane T. 

» Caroline E. Field, Samuel M. Osgood, William A. Eaton, and 
others, citizens of Athol, Worcester County, Massachusetts, praying 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit- 








ing the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on 
account of sex; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of J. B. Dean, C. Louisa Northup, 
Nelson Brown, T. G. Phillips, and others, citizens of Cheshire, Berk- 
shire County, Massachusetts; the petition of Abbey A. Bennett, Han- 
nah Buffum, John Bailey, John L. Robinson, and others, citizens of 
Lynn, Essex County, Massachusetts; and the petition of Harriet 
Jordon, H. L. Crowell, George F. Martin, Thomas C. Gilmor, and 
others, citizens of Chelsea, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, praying 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit- 
ing the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on 
account of sex; which were referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

Mr. DENNIS presented the petition of Mallalieu & Brothers, man- 
ufacturers of woolens, of Millington, Maryland, employing twenty- 
three workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concerning 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and 
that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the 
opinion of practical business men would best promote the restoration 
of general prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BAILEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 475) for the relief of William L. Nance; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 476) to relieve certain legal disabilities of 
women; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 477) to regulate Chinese immigration ; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to have the bill referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and I wish to make one remark in 
reference to it. The bill was introduced in the House of Represent- 
atives originally by Mr. SHELLEY, of Alabama. It relates to a sub- 


ject of very ee importance to California and to the whole Pacific 


coast, and I believe in the future to the whole country. Heretofore 
I have stated to the Senate the reasons for this opinion. The bill 
which I now introduce is different in the plan of relief from one 
I formerly introduced; but the Legislature of California after a 
thorough investigation by an able committee into the whole matter 
have passed resolutions recommending the passage of this bill and I 
defer my judgment to theirs. I know that they appreciate the im- 
portance of the subject, the absolute necessity for relief. I believe 
tbat either the bill which I formerly introduced cr this would have 
a beneficial effect in restraining the undue influx of Chinese immi- 
ration. I have to express the hope that the Committee on Foreign 

élations will at an early day take up and consider these bills, and 
that we may have a report in order that I may get the opinion of 
the Senate upon a question so interesting and vitally important to 
my State. I move the reference of the bill to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 478) authorizing the Commis- 
sioner of Patents to extend the patent of Horace A. Stone, for im- 
provement in the manufacture of cheese ; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. McMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 479) to amend section 4 of the act of June 
23, 1874, entitled “An act in relation to courts and judicial officers in 

e Territory of Utah;” which was read twice by its title, and re- 

erred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. TELLER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to | 
introduce a bill (8. No. 480) to enable the State of Colorado to reclaim ~ 
certain waste lands ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- v 


duce a bill (S. No. 481) for the sale of timber on the public lands in 
the State of Colorado; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 482) for the relief ef William H. Nessle ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 483) to reorganize the Pay Department of the 
Army; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 484) to authorize the construction of a bridge- 
abutment and approach within the military reservation of Fort 
Riley ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida (by request) asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 495) to repeal certain 
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provisions of the acts of Congress making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army, approved June 16, 1874, and March 3, 1875, respect- 
ively; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 486) to extend the provisions of the act of 
June &, 1874, in relation to prize money, to all fleet officers; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. WITHERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 487) for the relief of Mrs. Maria B. Wolfe ; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 488) authorizing mail steamship service in 
the Gulf of Mexico, between the port of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and certain ports of the Republic of Mexico; which was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to state that this bill twice passed the 
Senate some years since, and I ask the attention of the Committee 
on Commerce to it, to whom I move its reference. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLOGG also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 489) to improve the navigation and 
to afford protection and security to the shipping trade and com- 
merce and alluvial lands of the Rrississi ppi River; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 490) supplementary to an act entitled “ An 
act in relation to the Hot Springs reservation in the State of Arkan- 
sas,” approved March 3, 1877; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8S. No. 491) to promote the administration of justice in 
the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (8. R. No. 12) proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is that about? 

Mr. SARGENT. The sixteenth amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. For suffrage ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (8. R. No. 13) proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


BENJAMIN P. RUNKLE. 


Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolution ; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire and re- 
port whether any, and, if so, what action has recently been taken by any De 
ment or officer of the Government designed to reinstate or restore Benjamin P. 
Runkle to the Army of the United States, and whether such action was warranted 
by law; also whether any payment, and, if so, what ee or payments of pub- 
lic moneys have been made to or on account of said Runkle, by whom © or 
authorized, and by whom received, from what fund made, and whether such pay- 
ment was legal ; and whether the United States is indebted or liable to said Runkle 
for pay or compensation as an Army officer; and also whether since an order of 
dismissal in 1872 (if such an order was made) said Runkle has been an Army offi- 
cer, or has had a valid and legal claim for pay or compensation as such. Said 
committee shall have power to send for persons and papers. 


L. J. DRAPER. 


Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolution; which was 
read: 


Resolved, That the Committee on be instructed to inquire into the alleged 
reinstatement or restoration of —— Draper to the position formerly held by him in 
the medical corps of the Navy, and to report the facts touching his original ap- 
pointment, any misconduct of which he was accused, the action, if any, of the 
Government or Navy Department thereon, his alleged resignation, and the facts 
relating thereto; whether he ceased to be an officer of the Navy and, if so, when; 
whether any and, if so, what proceeding or action desi to effect his reinstate- 
ment or restoration has been taken by any officer or Department of the Govern- 
ment; whether any money has been paid on behalf of the Government to said 
Draper or to his account, and, if so, by whom authorized and paid and by whom 
received and the amount thereof, and whether such action as has been taken was 
and is legal and warrantable. Said committee shall have power to send for per- 


sons and papers. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senate will observe that the name of the 
committee is blank. I have left the blank on , in order to 
consult the chairman of the Committee on Neve 2 airs, as perhaps, 
if he is willing to undertake the matter, it belongs to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SARGENT. I suggest to the Senator from New York that he 
had better fill the blank so as to read “the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary.” I see that several important legal questions are raised by the 
resolution, and we ought to have the opinion of the legal committee 
of the body upon the matter. If he has no objection I will move to 
fill the blank so as to read “the Committee on the Judiciary.” 

Mr. CONKLING. I shall be very glad to leave it to the chairman 
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of the Committee on Naval Affairs to say which committee shq\) 
make the inquiry. I observe from the ing of the resolution one 
omission. I move to insert the words at the proper place «an, 
from what fund,” after “‘ the payment.” 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. As thus modified, will the Senate agro. 
to the resolution ? ° 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to inquire of the honorabe Sen. 
ator who introduced the resolution whether it contemplates grantiy, 
the privilege to Dr. Draper to appear by himself or counsel befor, 
the committee to explain his case. I do not know whether jt is 
proper or usual in such cases ; but as the committee is to inquire into 
his rights, would it be improper that he should have the privilege, jt 
he so desires, of appearing before the committee by himself or coun- 
sel, in — that he may lay his side of the case before the coy. 
mittee 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator and the Senate will observe tha; 
the resolution is in the usual form. In terms of course it makes yo 
prescription one way or other on the point denoted by the Seuator: 
but the presumption is, I suppose, that any committee of the Senate 
and particularly one of the standing committees, will govern an in: 
vestigation by the rules of propriety and fairness, and not conclude 
any person upon a matter personal to him as to which he could giye 
information or evidence, without affording the opportunity for that 
information or evidence to be furnished. The resolution is in the 
customary form. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I do not specially object, of ‘course, to these twe 
resolutions, but it is very evident to me that the first resolution shou) 
have been referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and that this 
should go to the Committee on Naval Affairs. They are resolutions 
specifically referring to positions now held by Army and Navy officers, 
and to the position of others affected by their reinstatement. I think 
those committees are amply able to take care of matters of that kind, 
and properly the inquiries now proposed shovld be referred to those 
two committees. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, nothing on this subject could have 
been more agreeable to me than to have the resolutions go, one to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the other to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. To me both those references would have had the 
recommendation that I should not have been called upon, as one 
member of the Senate, to discharge any duty or perform any labor 
in regard to this matter. The Senator from Rhode Island will ob- 
serve, however, that these two resolutions demand of the committee 
an answer to a mere matter of law. Here are the papers, which I 
have borrowed from the files of the Senate to bring into the Cham- 
ber, relating to the case of Runkle, [exhibiting a bundle of papers. 
The facts are all fixed. There is no inquiry needed in that regard, 
The question is whether, by reason of proceedings which are here 
attested, as matter of law Major Runkle remained or ceased to be an 
officer of the Army. That is all. The honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. CocKRELL,] who I observe gives attention, has had occa- 
sion to know something of these papers. He and every other Sena- 
tor acquainted with the case, I think will sustain my statement that 
the inquiry propounded is purely one of law, purely a question 
whether, on conceded facts, action of the Government, as to the oc- 
currence of which there will be no dispute, was well or ill founded, 
was warrantable or unwarrantable. ; 

It seemed to me that that question so logically and inevitably 
addressed itself to the law committee of the body that I ventured in 
the first resolution to introduce the name of that committee. The 
second resolution I left blank, finding the chairman of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs here, and submitted it to him. Had the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs been here, [ should have submitted 
the other resolution to him before filling the blank, which I did at 
the last moment before offering it, he not being here and I having 
received this morning a note from the clerk of his committee saying 
that he would not be here during the day. I think the Senator frow 
Rhode Island will at least acquit me of any indisposition to make the 
reference to the Military Committee, and 1 rather think, on reflection, 
he will also agree that on a question of law of this sort, whether the 
question arises in the case of a man in the Army, or in the Navy, or 
on the bench, or wherever, the nature of the question and not the 
particular location of,one of the parties to it should determine the 
committee to which the matter should be addressed. : 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The resolution, according to my understanding 
of it, as read at the desk, seems to propose to investigate certail 
charges which may have heretofore existed against Dr. Draper. 

Mr. CONKLING. If I understand the Senator, not at all, as he 
will see if he observes the resolution. . 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to have it read again. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be again reported. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. ° If I understand correctly the language of that 
resolution, it proposes that this committee shall examine and _ 
into any alleged misconduct heretofore on the part of this gentle 
man 


Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator will indulge me a momeut, Pe 
haps the expression of the resolution is not happy in that respec’ 
The design ef the resolution is—and if the Senator thinks it — 
additional safeguards I hope he will them—that the — 
tee is to inquire, not into the merits of the allegations, if there we 
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such, against Dr. Draper, not as to the truth or falsity of those alle- 
rations, but what allegations, if any, were made; that is, what the 
ee shows, and what action, if any, was taken upon them, and 
whether a resignation or a paper which is alleged to have been a 
resignation was in truth transmitted to the Department, and so on. 
But it is no purpose of the resolution to inquire as res nova whether 
these allegations against Dr. Draper were well or ill founded. If the 
Senator thinks the resolution is open to that construction I shall be 
very glad to steer clear of the difficulty that has occurred to him. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I have no desire to shape in any form or to 
modify in any respect the resolution offered by the Senator from New 
York; but regarding the resolution as to some extent an inquiry into 
certain alleged misconduct on the part of Dr. Draper I thought it 
proper to secure affirmatively the right to Dr. Draper to be present 
when such inquiry was made so that his explanation of the alleged 
misconduct might be before the committee; and with that view I 
propose to offer the following amendment. Add to the resolution 
these words : 

And that the said L. J. Draper shall be notified and may be present personally 
or by counsel while any charges against him are being investigated. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on this amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have modified my resolution, although [ think 
it was sufticiently definite before, as to the point to which the amend- 
ment is addressed. I have so changed it that it will now provide 
thus on that point: The eommittee are to report the facts touching 
his original appointment and to report “any allegations of miscon- 
duct on his part,if such there were.” They are to report any allega- 
tions, if there are such allegations, and what proceedings were taken 
in regard to them. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I submit in all candor and fairness to the 
Senator from New York that if this inquiry is to be made at all, 
even into any alleged misconduct, it is proper that this gentleman 
should be present and make any explanations that he may deem 
necessary. The amendment which I have offered does not interfere 
at all with the Senator’s resolution. It simply secures to Dr. Draper 
the right to be present by himself or counsel when any inquiry is 
made into any alleged misconduct on his part. That is the purport 
of my amendment. It does not provide that he shall be present at 
the inquiry into any other matter than that which relates to the 
alleged misconduct on his part. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objecticu to the modification 
proposed by the Senator from New York to his resolution? The 
Chair hears no objection to that. The question now is, will the 
Senate agree to the amendment of the Senator from Delaware? 

Mr. THURMAN. Let the resolution be read with the amendment. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as modified, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the 
alleged reinstatement or restoration of Draper to the position tormerly held 
by him in the medical corps of the Navy, and to report the facts touching his 
original appointment; any allegations of misconduct on bis part, if such there 
were; the action, if any, of the Government or Navy Department thereon; his 
alleged resignation and the facts relating thereto; whether he ceased to be an ofti- 
cer of the Navy, and if so when; wheth»r any, and if so what, proceeding or action 
designed to effect his reinstatement or restoration has been taken by any officer or 
Department of the Government; whether any money has been paid on behalf of 
the Government to said Draper or to his account, and if so by whom authorized 
and paid, and by whom received, and from what fund, and the amountthereof; and 
whether such action as has been taken was and is legal and warrantable. Said 
committee shall have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. CONKLING and Mr. THURMAN. Now read the amendment. 

The CuteF CLERK. It is proposed to amend the resolution by 
adding at the end thereof the following words : 

And that the said Dr. L. J. Draper shall be notified and may be present person- 
ally or by counsel while any charges against him are being investigated. 

Mr. THURMAN. I want to make a suggestion to the mover of the 

resolution which I hope he may accede to ; and that is that he change 
the reference and send it to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Tho 
Committee on Naval Affairs is more familiar with the laws relating 
tothe Navy, and the appointment of and resignation of naval officers 
and everything that relates to that service than the Committee on 
the Judiciary is, and there are plenty of able lawyers upon the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. I hope the Senator will change his proposed 
reference and send the inquiry to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
_ While I am up I will say that the amendment of my friend from 
Delaware does look a little as if he thought the resolution meant an 
investigation into the merits of these charges. I do not suppose that 
that is the purpose, however, and do not know that it is necessary to 
add the amendment ; but I hope the mover of the resolution will let 
it go to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, if the purpose was or the occasion 
required the investigation of charges against the party named, I 
should have no objection to the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Delaware. Indeed I suppose without any such amendment 
any well-conducted committee and well-conducted investigation 
Would allow parties personally affected to be heard. But the Sen- 
oie - Ohio has pointed out the objection to the amendment. I 
— = e Senator from Delaware who moves it must see that, should 
=e hate vote that amendment, the implication would be very 

aie that the committee to whom the resolution should go would 
oat irected by inference to proceed and inquire into the merits of the 

iginal allegations against this party ; in short, to put him upon 
| upon those accusations. The resolution as first offered had no 





such design; and seeing that it was open to misconstruction by the 
remark made by the Senator from Delaware, I have so changed it as 
obviously and clearly now to restrict its scope and to provide that 
the committee shall scrutinize what the record shows in this regard 
and apprise the Senate of that. I cannot vote for the amendment 
myself because I think it would leave the committee perhaps in 
doubt as to whether it was to proceed merely within the limits of the 
original resolution or whether it was to sit as a court of inquiry or a 
court-martial or a police tribunal or whatever it might be and pro- 
ceed to investigate as matter of fact the truth or falsity of allega- 
tions made heretofore. ' 

Now, in reply to the remark with which the Senator from Ohio 
began, it is possible he was not in his seat when the resolution was 
presented. At that time I stated that I had left the name of the 
commitfee unsupplied in the resolution, and I consulted the chairman 
of Naval Affairs about it, and he preferred, and so stated to the Senate, 
that inasmuch as the questions are of law, it should go to the Law 
Committee of the body; and therefore, upon the suggestion of the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, and not upon my sug- 
gestion, the blank was filled with ‘‘the Committee on the Judiciary.” 
Although I did not say so at the time, 1 do now say that I think the 
Senator from California, the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, was quite right in that regard. The question again is, as in 
the other case, whether upon uncontested facts apparent on the record 
the operation of the statutes was such and the operation of the Con- 
stitution was such as to terminate or continue the tenure of this 
officer. That is all there is in thecase. Ido not see how the fact that 
one of the persons concerned happens to have been a member of the 
Navy sends a question of law to the Naval Committee. It seems to 
me that, like any other question of law, it should be addressed to the 
committee appointed by the Senate and deputed to investigate such 
questions. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I must enter my protest once 
more, as I have done on former occasions, against the idea that every 
bill or resolution brought into the Senate that involves any question 
of law is necessarily to go to the Committee on the Judiciary. If 
that were the true principle, there is scarcely a bill or a resolution 
offered in this body that would not be sent to that committee. That 
is not the true idea of doing business at all. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will my friend allow me to understand him ? 
Shall I understand him to say that the true idea of doing business is 
not to send to the law committee a bill or resolution which involves 
no question except one of law? 

Mr. THURMAN. If my friend had heard me through he would 
have found exactly what my idea was; but he jumps before he gets 
to the stile. I say that is not the true idea atall. There is not a 
committee of this body that does not have to decide some questions 
of law, and there are certain questions of law that are more appro- 
priately referred to other committees than the Judiciary Committee 
than would be a reference to that committee. Take for instance a 
question relating to the revenue. The revenue law consists of a 
great body of statutes itself. What committee of this body is ac- 
quainted with the revenue law? Manifestly the Committee on 
Finance. They make it a study; they are well acquainted with it. 
If a question relating to revenue were sent to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee that committee would have to go to work to study the reve- 
nue laws of the United States, and after long labor would not then 
be as well informed as the Committee on Finance which has made 
them the subject of study for many long years. Take a question of 
military affairs which may involve a question of law. What com- 
mittee is it here that understands the military laws of the United 
States? It is the Committee on Military Affairs, and that is the 
proper committee to send such a question to. So with regard to 
naval affairs. The naval law is a peculiar body of statutes and 
there are rules and regulations of the Navy besides. The Committee 
on Naval Affairs is well acquainted with those laws and perfectly 
competent to decide upon any question in regard to them. And 
therefore, Mr. President, it is not true that everything which in- 
volves a mere question of law, if such were the case, should of ne- 
cessity go to the Committee on the Judiciary. That would lead 
that committee down so that it could not perform oue-fourth of its 
duties, and it would not be sending the subject-matter to that com- 
mittee which is best acquainted with it. 

There is not a committee in this body that has not a good lawyer 
upon it, and most of them have two or three or four lawyers. Law- 
yers are so numerous in this body that 1 believe I should be correct 
in saying that a majority of every committee of the body is com- 
posed of lawyers. We know very well that the Committee on Naval 
Affairs has on it some of the best lawyers in this body—lawyers of 
learning, of experience, and of standing, both in the courts and in 
the Senate; and there is no propriety at all in taking this investiga- 
tion from that committee, well acquainted with naval attairs and all 
the laws relating to the appointment of naval otficers, and sending 
it to the Committee on the Judiciary. 1 therefore, as the Senator 
does not accede to my proposition, move to strike out “on the Judi- 
ciary” and insert “‘on Naval Affairs,” and I hope that no delicacy on 
the part of the chairman of that committee will intervene. 1 did 
not hear what he said; but my attention was called to it by the Sen- 
ator from New York. I hope that he will have no reluctance to let 
this go to the proper committee, the Committee on Naval Affairs. 





































































The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending amendment is that offered 
by the Senator from aware. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. r. President, my reason for making the remark 
I did a moment ago is that I feel that these are questions as to 
whether an officer of the Army who afterward left the Army has 
been properly reinstated and whether he has improperly received 
money, and whether a naval officer who has left the Navy has been 
improperly reinstated and whether he has received money improperly. 
I conceive that they are questions which ar to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Committee on Naval Affairs, and I there- 
fore made the remark I did, that I felt that these two resolutions 
should be referred to the proper committees; certainly not with a 
view to endeavor to absorb work for the Military Committee, because 
I think I shall be borne out by every Senator on this floor when I 
state that that is not my disposition. I would a great deal rather be 
freed from committee work than have it placed upon me. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I have nothing to say just now about 
the appropriateness of this reference; but I do wish to submit to the 
honorable Senator from New York the reasonableness and justice of 
the amendment offered by my colleague. After what has fallen from 
the Senator from New York, 1 am fully persuaded that there is no 
intention on his part in offering this matter to investigate the con- 
duct of Dr. Draper, and yet nevertheless the resolution in its terms 
does do that incidentally, and the amendment offered by my colleague 
expressly restricts the presence of Dr. Draper and his privilege of 
refutation of any possible charge to a pending investigation that 
touches himself. lf the charges shall not touch Dr. Draper, if the 
committee shall in their investigation go nowhere to him or his acts, 
then he will not be called before them, because the amendment re- 
stricts his appearance to that; but in case the investigation shall 
incidentally bear on Dr. Draper, then they would call him; and it is 
only in pursuance of our American idea of justice, that a man shall 
not be condemned without being heard, that this amendment is of- 
fered. I trust, therefore, as it will not interfere with the practical 
operation of the resolution offered by the Senator from New York, 
that Je will not object to the amendment going on his resolution. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him a 
moment? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator will remember that after the reso- 
lution shall have passed, if it shall pass, nothing on its face will show 
which was the original text and how much is the added amendment. 
Taking the resolution, then, altogether as it will stand, I wish to 
inquire of the Senator as a lawyer or a parliamentarian whether the 
committee on receiving the resolution will naturally understand from 
the whole of it taken together that it is to restrict its inquiry to the 
formal matters of record at first referred to, or whether it is to pro- 
ceed as indicated in the latter part of the resolution to inquire into 
matters of fact? What does the Senator from Delaware think would 
be the true and fair interpretation; the necessary information and 
instruction which the committee would derive from the resolution as 
it would then stand? 

Mr. BAYARD. My answer may not be so satisfactory to the Sen- 
ator as to myself. If the resolution were in print I should have it 
before me, and could better tell its scope. The words of course are 
important ; they make up the proposition. It is evident that this is 
an inquiry into the legality of the action of one of the Departments, 
and that expressly involves, as I understand the terms of the resolu- 
tion as read from the desk, the reception of money and the facts at- 
tending the resignation of an officer. That certainly bears upon his 
pa relations to the case, and there may be much in them that 
1¢ would like to explain, that he would explain, and that I think he 
ought to have the right to explain if the investigation into the facts 
shall touch his personal behavior, and I do not see very well how 
they can avoid it. If they do not touch his personal behavior this 
investigation is nothing; if they do, then I think he ought to be 
heard. 

Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator unintentionally passes 
over the point of my question, which is what the committee would 
understand the Senate had directed it to do. If the amendment pre- 
vailed, would the committee be told by the resolution that it is to go 
on and investigate what the Senator refers to as personal behavior ; 
or would it be at liberty to conclude that it was to stop merely with 
the inquiry indicated by the resolution as offered? That is the ques- 
tion laskedthe Senator. I appreciate entirely what hesays. If they 
should go into a certain inquiry, the amendment would operate; if 
they should not it would not. To me the question is behind that. I 
ask him what the committee would be directed to do if the resolution 
were so amended. 

Mr. BAYARD. If I can recall correctly the language of the resolu- 
tion, it is that the committee shall have power to send for persons 
and papers. For what purpose? Not to examine facts of record. 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. How can they get the record before 
them unless they have power to send for it ? 

Mr. BAYARD. The power “ to send for persons and papers” does 
not mean the examination of records ordinarily. 

Mr. CONKLING. On the contrary, if the Senator will allow me, I 
think it does mean the power to send, as the Judiciary Committee 
has repeatedly done, for the proper custodian of papers with a duces 
tecum, or perhaps an informal request equivalent to it, to bring the 
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apers up and submit them to the scrutiny of the commi 
= oa them back. ’ mumistee, and 

Mr. BAYARD. I apprehend that it would be quite competent fo 
a committee on the spot, without any such authority embodied in the 
resolution raising it, to obtain from the proper department informa 
tion with regard to the subject-matter with which they were char red 
It occurs to me that the object of the resolution is what has oe 
justly stated by the Senator from New York, and probably is jy 
tended to be so on his part; and yet, in pursuing that object inet. 
dentally rights personal to this individual may become inyolye. 
Of the facts I know nothing ; of the individual I know very little, | 
am entirely in accord with a resolution of inquiry upon any doubtfy) 
subject touching mal-administration or irregular administratioy . 
but, wherever the rights of an American citizen are involved or to |). 
touched upon in his absence, I say there is danger; and therefore | 
hold that this amendment will not be capable of injuring in any de. 
gree the object of the resolution or conflicting with it, while it may 
serve as an act of justice to an absent man. For that reason J hope 
the Senate will agree to the amendment. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, I agree with the Senator from 
Ohio and the Senator from Rhode Island that the more proper refer. 
ence of these resolutions would have been the first to the Military 
and the second to the Naval Committee. My reason for that opinion 
is that, although nothing but a question of law may be involved, as 
stated by the Senator from New York—and I have no doubt such jx 
the fact—yet, speaking only for myself, I should have much more re- 
liance upon the opinion of the Naval Committee on a question of law 
relating to naval affairs and of the Military Committee on a ques- 
tion relating to military law than I should in my own opinion. For 
one I must confess that I know just about as much of military Jaw 
or of naval law as I know of Hebrew or Sanskrit. It may be tha: 
some members of the Judiciary Committee are well posted in military 
and naval law. I confess I am not one of them, and my opinion 
would be worth very little as one member of the Judiciary Commit. 
tee upon questions of that kind. 

Now I suppose that every member of the Military Committee is 
well posted in the military law, which constitutes a separate branch, 
and which lawyers very seldom pay any attention to; and so of the 
naval law; and so it is with every other committee of this body, 
There are, as has been said by the Senator from Ohio, good lawyers 
on every one of these committees, and they make that particular 
department of the law their study and fit themselves for giving an 
opinion which will be worth something. But, as I said before, I think 
if the other members of the Judiciary Committee are no better qual- 
ified than I am to give opinions on military and naval law, very little 
will be gained by a reference to that committee. It may be that the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] and the Senator from New 
York (Mr. CONKLING] are well ted in military law. I have no 
doubt they are if they ever read it, for I believe neither of them ever 
forgot anything he ever did read. But it is very different with me, 
and I think it is with the other members. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to change my resolution so as to read: 

And that the said Dr. Draper shall be notified and may be present personally or 


by counsel, if he desires, to explain to the committee any allegation of misconduct 
against him laid before said committee. 


Mr. CONKLING. I do not think there ts any objection to that. I 
accept that amendment as I believe I have a right to do. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be regarded as 
agreed to. The question now is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio to strike out “on the Judiciary” and insert “on Naval 
Affairs.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was d to. 

Mr. SARGENT. I offer the following resolution—— 

Mr. BURNSIDE. If the Senator from California will pardon me, 
I move now that the resolution in the case of Major Runkle be re- 
considered and amended by inserting the “Committee on Military 
Affairs” instead of the “‘ Committee on the Judiciary.” : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The first question is on the reconsidera- 
tion of the resolution. Will the Senate reconsider the vote by which 
the —eereen referred to by the Senator from Rhode Island was 

to 

Mr. CONKLING. On what ground is that to be? 

Mr. THURMAN. Let the Senator from Rhode Island move 
discharge the Judiciary Committee and refer it to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CONKLING. Oh, no; the other is the simpler way. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move a reconsideration of the vote by whic) 
that resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no doubt that motion will lead to debate. 
I do not yield the floor for that purpose. Let the resolution I have 
offered be first disposed of. I call for the regular order, which is the 
resolution I have sent to the desk. 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from California offers 4 
resolution, which will be read. 
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The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
There ds of women of the United States have petitioned Congress for 
¥ hereas theuso the Constitution allowing women the right of suffrage; and 
“ rhe eas many of the representative women of the country favoring such amend- 
payee ‘present in the city and have requested to be heard before the Senate in 
ey cocacy of said amendment : : ; 
ee eolped, That at a session of the Senate, to be held on ——, said representative 
. . or such of them as may be designated for that purpose, may be heard 
yvore the Senate ; but for one hour only. 
. Mr. SARGENT. The time is not fixed, but I have left it to be 
reed on after consultation with Senators. I should like to have 
he opinion of Senators as to the time which shall be fixed. There 
ight be an evening session if Senators see fit. , 
~ Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear that resolution read again. 
The resolution was read. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let that go over. I call for the regular order. 
Mr. SARGENT. I should like to make a remark before it goes 







































The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order 
Mr. SARGENT. Will the President allow me? I give notice that 
I will call this resolution up to-morrow at the earliest moment, and 
I should like to suggest to my friend that we have no rules so sacred 
that we do not dispense with them by unanimous consent. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over as unfinished busi- 
ness 

Mr. HOAR. I appeal to the Senator from Vermont to let this 
matter be settled now. It has been debated partly. He has himself 
addressed the Senate on the subject. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Only in reply to the Senator from California. 

Mr. HOAR. I appeal to the Senator who discussed the subject 
himself, whether in reply to the Senator from California or anybody 
else, if it is gracious for him to object to the debate proceeding. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution is not before the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that I differ with him as to the ungraciousness of it. If after the 
resolution is objected to and the Senator from California has the 
unanimous consent to make a speech upon the subject and I get leave 
to say three or four words, I do not think it is exceedingly ungra- 
cious to my friend. He is entitled to his opinion certainly. Now let 
us have the regular order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is a resolution which 
comes over from the session of December last. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator pardon me a moment until I 
move a reconsideration ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir; nothing whatever but the regular 
order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will regard the motion to re- 
consider as entered by the Senator from Rhode Island to come up at 
the proper time. 








eo BURNSIDE. I hope the Senator from Vermont will yield to 
m otion. 

OMe. SARGENT. With the leave of the Senate I should like to make 
one remark, The ladies. referred to in this resolution are here tem- 
yorarily and leave soon. It seems to me Senators can make up their 
minds to-day whether they will give them this privilege or not. It 
isnot a matter extremely abstruse. We can easily determine whether 
we Will allow them to be heard before the Senate or not, and deter- 
mine it now, because if they can be heard perhaps some of them will 
remain. If we defer the time when we can inform them whether we 
will give them this privilege or not, we may keep them here at some 
expense and inconvenience to themselves, and finally send them away 
disappointed. If they are to be disappointed, perhaps it were better 
that it should be done to-day than at any future time. The privilege 
which they ask, I am aware, is not usually granted. In fact Iam 
not aware that there is any precedent for it. Nevertheless there is 
nothing revolting to the sense of the Senate, either to its propriety or 
its moral sense. 

These ladies represent large constituencies in every State. That 
is apparent by the numerous and numerously signed petitions that 
come up to this body from every corner of the country and from the 
best women of America or among the best. Our mothers, our wives, 
our sisters, our daughters all over the country, with those of our con- 
stituents whom we respect, send up a request for relief from political 
disabilities. Ifor myself, speaking for myself, believe that the relief 
which they ask would be beneficial to the country ; that it would be 
well to infuse into our form of government, into our practice of gov- 
ernment, an influence of a pure character, which would be brought 
by good women, that it would be an offset in another direction for 
some of the evils which perhaps have heretofore arisen from the too 
careless giving of suffrage. While I was in favor of all those move- 
ments for the enlargement of suffrage, I am aware that there are cer- 
tain evils which they have brought in their train to compensate for 
benefits in other directions. 

I believe that by the bringing of the intelligence, the virtue, the 
good intentions possessed by the women of America to the ballot- 
box we may have better pelities, better administration and govern- 
ment, less grog-shops, less hells of iniquity, and an improvement in 
every direction can be wrought out by re-enforcement of good morals 
and good intelligence. These are my opinions, and therefore I 
desire that the Senate shall hear these ladies, ladies of character, 
some of them ladies of as much oratorical ability as is usually exer- 
cised within these walls. I should like to grant this request, because 
only women. can speak effectually for women. Therefore, I have 
offered the resolution, and I ask that it may be adopted. I should like 
to ask my friend from Vermont, if he can well make up his mind now 
whether this privilege shall be granted or not, that he allow a vote 
to be-taken upon it, some reasonable time to be fixed in the resolu- 
tion, and then let the resolution stand or fall by the present action of 
the Senate, to avoid the inconvenience it may be to these ladies to 
wa a and find out at some future time whether or not we will 
hear them. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This proposition of the Senator from California, 
which has gone over, but which 1 wish to say one word about, is, as 
't apears to me, directly in the face of the very principle upon which 
these petitions for suffrage are founded ; and that is equality of rights. 
It has been a positive, affirmative rule and order of the Senate from 
its beginning down to this day for aught I know, certainly ever since 
Ican remember, standing in your printed rules, that under no cir- 
‘umstances shoul any person be allowed to appear before the Senate 
‘) Present any petition or to do anything. That is the idea. Now, 
: these petitions are founded upon a solid principle—and a great 
deal can be said in their favor in respect to suffrage—then that prin- 
ciple should not allow us to extend to these ladies, however worthy and 
ee are, (of which I have not the slightest doubt,) privi- 
a hich are not extended to other people; and it is a fair com- 
danas oT the logic of the titions to make a request of this 
hatin ol herefore, Mr. Presi ent, it was that I wished the reso- 
pr ome fedn n I do not wish to do anything disrespectful, and I 
peadhes wil not. I wish the thing to go over to see if there is any 
wus hen xception that can be made in favor of these ladies that ought 

ereafter to be made in favor of men or anybody else who have 


strongly at heart an t publi hich th ish t - 
tent. i call for the a ae ae” measure WHic ey wis. oO pre 


CUT-OFF IN MISSOURI RIVER, NEAR OMAHA. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I wish to introduce a resolution that I should 
like to have acted on if there is no objection. Let the regular 
order be set aside for that purpose. ‘ 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I do not know the reason why one resolution 
cannot be acted on as well as another. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection being made, the regular order 
will be proceeded with. , 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I make no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The objeetion is withdrawn and the 
resolution will be read. The resolution of the Senator from Ne- 
braska [ Mr. ore) will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby is, directed to transmit 
to the Senate at as early a day as practicable a copy of the report of the engineer 
who was detailed to make examination and survey of the Missouri River at and 
near Omaha, Nebraska, and to report on the damage to navigation and property 
caused by the recent cut-off in said siver; said report to include the probable cost 
of the improvements necessary to prevent further damage. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to. 


MAJOR B. P. RUNKLE. 


Mr. BURNSIDE. I wish to appeal once more to the Senator from 
Vermont to allow the vote to be taken on the reeonsideration of the 
resolution in reference to Major Runkle. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will lead to some debate. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. If it leads to debate, I will not press it now. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Lexpect to make some observations on it my- 
self. 
Mr. BURNSIDE. Very well. 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The unfinished business is the resolu- 
tion offered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MATTHEWS, ] on the 6th 
of December, relative to the payment of the public debt in silver 
dollars. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas by the act entitled “ An act to strengthen the public credit,” a 
March 18, 1869, it was provided and declared that the faith of the United States 
was thereby solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all the 
interest-bearing obligations of the United States, cmnaee in cases where the law 
authorizing the issue of such obligations had expressly provided that the same 
might be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver; and 

hereas all the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued by the act 
entitled “‘ An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,’’ approved July 
14, 1870, by the terms of said act were declared to be redeemable in coin of the then 
present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin; and 

Whereas all bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under the act 
entitled ‘‘ An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” approved Jan- 
uary 14, 1875, are required to be of the description of bonds of the United States 
described in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled ‘‘An act to 
authorize the refunding of the national debt and 

Whereas, at the date of the passage of said act of Congress last aforesaid, to wit, 
the 14th day of July, 1870, the coin of the United States of standard value of that 
date included silver dollars of the weight of 4124 grains each, declared by tle act 
approved January 18, 1337, entitled ‘An act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 
act establishing a mint and regulating the coins of the United States,’" to be a legal 
tender of payment, according to their nominal value, for any sums whatever: 
Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring therein.) That 
all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued ander the said 
acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, at the 
option of the Government of the United States, in ver dollars, of the coinage of 
the United States, containing 412} grains each of standard silver; and that torestore 
to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said bonds, principal 
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and interest, is not in violation of the public faith nor in derogation of the rights 
of the public creditor. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, as I understand the resolution and the 
preamble just read in the hearing of the Senate, it means that it is 
not only the right but, those facts being true, it is the duty of the | 
Senate to vote for some bill restoring the standard silver dollar of 
4124 grains to the position it occupied before its coinage was denied 
by the act of February 12, 1873, and before its legal-tender quality 
was Cestroyed by the Revised Statutes in 1874. Believing as I do 
that all the recitals and conclusions in the resolution just read are 
true, and believing that there are many other equally cogent reasons 
why some bill having that effect should be passed by the Senate, I 
shall give my reasons for supporting such a bill, believing that I 
can do so as well now under this resolution as I could if the bill were 
before the Senate. 

i want to say in the beginning that I do not favor the entire bill 
as it came from the House of Representatives, though I will vote for 
it if it cannot be amended. In the present condition of the country, 
I regard that provision in the House bill, which was stricken out by 
the Senate Committee on Finance, in these words, “and any owner 
of silver bullion may deposit the same at any United States coinage 
mint or assay-office, to be coined into such dollars, for his benetit, 
upon the same terms and conditions as gold bullion is deposited for 
coinage under existing laws,” as properly stricken out. I do not 
like the amendment offered by the Senate Committee on Finance ; 
but my idea is that in the present condition of the value of the silver 
bullion of the world it is not good policy for us to allow any individ- 
ual to bring silver bullion that the people of the United States can 
buy in the market for $920 and make it at our mints, at the demand of 
any man, intosilver coin of the value of $1,000, for his private use and 
benefit. That benefit ought to inure to the people of the United 
States, by whose skill, industry, and authority the change is made. 
We can buy silver bullion as cheaply as private individuals can, 
either in Germany, in Nevada, or anywhere else where it is for sale, 
and I can see no reason why private individuals should have the 
benefit of the skill, the labor, and the authority of the tax-payer and 
receive the benefit, when it might as well go for public as for private 
use. 

To illustrate: we know that in the present condition of the world 
there are large quantities of silver for sale. Germany has demone- 
tized silver, and there are millions, perhaps $100,000,000, some say 
more than that, of silver now for sale in that country at a reduced 
price. Whyshould theGerman Emperor, why should Prince Bismarck, 
(because anybody has a right; it is not confined to America, but any- 
body has the right under the House bill to bring his bullion to the 
mints of the United States and demand silver dollars for it,) why 
should the German Emperor or his prime minister have the right to 
bring to us bullion supposing we can coin $50,000,000 a year, that is 
worth in the markets of the world $46,000,000, it being assumed that 
there is a discount of 8 per cent. on it now? Why should he bring 
bullion that we can buy for $46,000,000 and demand from us $50,000,- 
000 of our silver coin for it? If that can be done the four millions will 
inure to the benetit of the foreign power or the individual who sees 
fit to bring it instead of the tax-payer of the country, and we have 
to make the conversion for his benefit and not for our own. 

More than that, as fifty million is perhaps the limit of the coinage 
power of the mints of the United States to-day per annum, if the Direc- 
tor of the Mint should receive from any foreign power (to keep up the 
illustration, from the German premier) enough to coin $50,000,000, 
thus exhausting the power of our mints, astill better bargain could 
be made by the German statesmen, because they could say to the 
Bremen line of steamers or any of the other German lines that the 
duties on all goods which were brought over should be paid for in 
the silver dollar, thus made legal tender when nobody had silver but 
themselves, and get profits both ways, four millions one way and four 
millions the other. I claim that the power of this people and the 
authority of this people ought to beexercised for the benefit of the tax- 
payers of this country, and whatever seigniorage there is ought to be 
given to them. 

It issaid that the coinage of gold is free now, that any private in- 
dividual has a right to deposit it at our mints and receive his coin. 
That is true. Why? Because the gold bullion is worth as much be- 
fore it is coined as it is after it is coined. It requires a thousand 
coined dollars to buy a thousand dollars’ worth of gold bullion, and 
if we refuse to do it England stands ready to coin that thousand dol- 
lars of gold bullion into her coin and get the benefit of that coinage, 
and the addition to her circulation instead of ours. Therefore in 
that position of things we have to do as other countries do. The 
benefit is mutual. To give to the man who brings his gold bullion 
our coin is aconvenience to him and a benefit tous. It is not sonow 
with silver. I will speak after a while of the reasons why it is not 
so; but it is not so, and as long as it is not so I contend we should 
retain the benelit of the conversion to relieve the tax-payers of the 
country to that extent. 

Whenever the two metals come together, as they will after you 
give each an equal chance, then I Sa be in favor of making coin- 
age as free as possible as soon as they come together or within any 
small fraction of a per cent. But I would amend the bill in this, 
and in that I differ with the Committee on Finance: I wowld not 
aliow a hostile Secretary or a hostile Director of the Mint—and we 






















have got both now, and I doubt whether we shall ever have fai 

coinage as long as we have the present Director of the Mint—but a, 
long as we have a hostile Secretary and a hostile Director, | wa, id 
make the order absolutely mandatory on them that they should - 
as much for the people as they could by possibility coin for indiy -) 
uals, I would put no limit of maximum beyond the power of in 
mints to coin, but they should turn out all that could be turned oo 
for the people as much as they could for individuals who tender . 
under the bill offered by the House. So I would remove «]] nation 
as to the benefit of free coinage and all questions among individy ie 
as to whose bullion should be tirst converted into coin; | would sake 


jobs of that sort impossible. There is very high authority for the 


view that the benefit should be given to the people. Mr. Hawilto; 

in his report in 1791, page 146 of the volume I read from, answered 
the argument that was made that every fabric was free. His lay. 
guage is this: ” 

Every fabric, it is remarked, is worth intrins{cally the price of the raw materia) 
and the expense of fabrication—a truth not less applicable to a piece of coin thay 
to a yard of cloth. — 

This position, well founded in itself, is here misapplied. It supposes that the 
coins now in circulation are to be considered as bullion, or, in other words, as a ra” 
material ; but the fact is, that the adoption of them as money has caused them t» 
become the fabric ; it has invested them with the character and office of coins, and 
has given them a sanction and efficiency equivalent to that of the stamp of the 
sovereign. The prices of all our commodities at home and abroad and of all for 
eign commodities in our markets, have found their level in conformity to this ' 
principle. i ; 

And he contended that the Government should have the benefit of 
the increase of value caused by the conversion intocoin. Mr. Hunter, 
of Virginia, then chairman of the Committee on Finance of the Sen- 
ate, in 1853, in one of the best considered reports on this question that 
I have ever read, took the same ground, and the law of 1853 gave to 
the Government the right for which I contend and denied indiyid- 
uals the right to have the new silver coin struck on their own ac. 
count. The present Director of the Mint, Dr. Linderman, in speak- 
ing of this matter in his recently published book, speaking of the law 
reported and passed from Mr. Hunter’s committee, says : 

This was due, no doubt, to the provision made in the same act, whereby all the 
silver coins, except the dollar piece, were thereafter to be coined on account of the 
Public Treasury, as well as to the belief entertained at the time that there would 
not be any considerable quantity of silver dollars coined, their bullion value being 
above their nominal or legal-tender value. 


So much on that subject. As Istated, however, I believe that there 
are many other good reasons why the silver dollar should be restored 
to the coinage of the country. I believe that the act of 1873, striking 
it from the-coinage, and the Revised Statutes, declaring that it should 
not be a legal tender, were the one vicious and the other unconstitu- 
tional. The sole effect of them both was to take away from the peo- 
ple of this country one half of the means that they had for paying 
their debts; not alone from the Government of the United States, and 
the argument seems to have been confined heretofore to that aspect 
of it, but from the States, from the municipalities, from the railroad 
and other great corporations, and from private individuals the right 
to use what had been made a legal tender for all debts, public and 
private, and said to them by congressional legislation that they should 
no longer have the right to use coin which the United States had 
coined and the value of which it had regulated, and which was the 
coin they had the right to make payment in at the time the contract 
was made. Those debts, independent altogether of the debt of the 
United States, exceeded $5,000,000,000; many personssay $7 ,000,000,000. 
Certainly the debts of the United States and of the States, munici- 
palities, corporations, and individuals exceeded $7,000,000,000 ; and 
these acts of Congress, the one striking the silver dollar from the 
coinage, the other denying its legal-tender quality, threw the bur- 
den, at a time when we had neither gold nor silver in circulation, on 
gold alone under laws passed by Congress requiring us to pay every 
debt, public and private, on and after the 1st day of next January, 
in gold. Thus your legislation doubled the value of gold, reduced 
the price of all species of property from one-third to one-half, so that 
people who have to meet their contracts hereafter with gold alone to 
pay them in, see their property put under the hammer by the sheriff 
or the bankrupt court, and bringing less than one-third or even half 
of what it was worth and could have sold for when the contract was 
made and could be sold for to-day but for the fact that Congress !n- 
tervened and deprived them of the right to use the coin which itself 
had furnished and in which they would have had a right to pay but 
for improper congressional interference. In other words, you have 
not put down silver 8 per cent. but you have put gold up 5 per cent. 
No human being can get a dollar of gold coin from the Government 
of the United States except its bondholders. They have a right t 
sell it at any price they can; and all the private debts of the county, 
all the debts of the States, all the debts of corporations, and all the 
debts of municipalities and individuals are to be paid in that coi on 
the Ist day of next January under laws now in existence, or the prop- 
erty is to be taken at whatever price the man who has the gold, 
which the bondholder alone gets, sees fit to pay for it. i 

I say, therefore, the first act was unwise and unjust; the second 
unconstitutional. Why do I say it? Silver was the coin of this 
country before the Constitution itself was adopted. It was the on 
of all the States during the confederation. Each State reserved the 
right to coin it under the articles of confederation ; each = 
served the right to regulate the value of foreign coin, though they 











1878. 





to the congress of the Confederation the right to regulate the 
if nine States agreed to it. There was a 


yay © . . 
value of their own coin, 1 1 : 
want of uniformity in the coinage of the States, a want of uniformity 


‘n the valuation of foreign coins by the States. So when they came 
to form a more perfect union and establish the Constitution, the States 
voluntarily relinquished their right to coin money ; they gave to the 
United States as the common agent of all, who undertook the trust, 


the right to coin money and regulate the value thereof and of foreign 
coins, 28 well as to regulate the standard of weights and measures. 


They regarded them ali as being in the same category. Money was 
the pound-weight, the yard-stick, the bushel-measure of commerce, 
‘ust as other weights and measures which would regulate and con- 
‘rol the contracts of individuals in their private transactions; and, to 
uniformity of action and to see that each State should have 
equal rights and none should impose on the others, they surrendered 
to the Federal Government, the common agent of all, the exclusive 
right to coin that money and regulate the value thereof. W hen that 
was done the power of the Federal Government ceased. The States 
reserved to themselves the right to make gold and silver coin a legal 
tender for all debts. Both were the money of the Constitution. The 
States gave to the Federal Government no other powers except those 
expressly granted and such as were necessary to carry out the pur- 
pose of the grants. They did not give it aright to take away the 
jegal-tender quality after they had once issued coin and regulated 
its value; and to “make assurance doubly sure” they inserted in 
the Constitution the provision that all powers not granted to the Fed- 
eral Government nor withheld from the States should be reserved to 
the States and the people. 

That coin when it was given to the States became the coin of the 
people. No State can violate the obligation of a contract; and the 
United States has no more right to violate the obligation of a con- 
tract or cause others to do it than the States have. Contracts were 
to be sacred. How could the contracts made by the States, how 
could contracts made by the people of the States, by the municipali- 
ties and corporations of the States, be executed when they could 
make nothing but gold or silver the legal coin in the payment of 
their debts, if the United States, the common agent of all classes, 
should say, ‘‘ We will not furnish you silver coin?” And if you 
would say, “ We will not furnish you gold,’ you would put it out of 
their power to comply with the obligation of their contracts, because 
if you can close your mint to one you can to the other. When Con- 
gress said to the States, “ we have furnished you coin, the standard 
silver dollar, 412} grains, containing 371} grains of pure silver; that 
isthe value of it; we have so regulated it; we have furnished you 
with the means; you have it,’ I deny the constitutional power of 
Congress to intervene after it has done that and say, ‘“‘These dollars, 
thus furnished, thus regulated, thus put into the hands of States and 
people, shall not be a legal-tender for more than $5, although they 
were at the time they were issued and at the time the States and 
people made their contracts a legal tender for any amount whatever.” 

I deny all power over legal tender as to those issues. While there 
may be some dispute as to the power of the Federal Government 
relating to the debts that it has contracted, the Federal Government 
has no power over the debts contracted by the States or by private 
individuals beyond the power to coin money and regulate the value 
thereof to enable them to carry out the contracts they have made. 
For these reasons, too, as well as the good and sufficient reasons set 
forth in the preamble of the resolution, I would restore the silver 
dollar as it stood at the time it was stricken from the mint and at 
the time it was unconstitutionally and illegally, in my opinion, made 
only a legal tender for $5 by the Revised Statutes of the country. 

A great deal has been said, and we have been furnished with lit- 
erature by gentlemen all over the country of great ability, showing 
that the silver dollar never was the dollar of the country, that it 
was always subsidiary coin. I want to refer, so that I shall do no 
injustice, to some of the arguments on this floor upon this subject. 
The very able and distinguished Senator from New York, [Mr. KEr- 
NAN,] in a speech made by him, took the ground that— 

The party who advanced money and took our bonds, whether he was a citizen 
of this country or a foreigner, in view of these facts, in view of the fact that this 
silver dollar was not and never had been practically a coin in use in this country to 
any considerable amount, did not understand that the coin mentioned in these 
statutes was this silver dollar. He did not believe and had no good reason to be- 
Heve that the bonds were to be paid in this silver coin. 

Again: 


have 


1 insist that, in view of these facts, it can hardly be claimed that the parties to 
-he contract, the Government on the one side and the loaner of money 10 it on its 
vonds on the other, understood even before the act of February 12, 1873, that the 
‘erm “coin” in the acts of 1869 and 1870 imported that the bonds were to be 
paid in the silver dollar which had really never been in practical use as currency 
in the country and of which only a few millions had ever been coined. 

Again: 


i a submit that in view of the fact that the Government had been going on 
a ‘93 coining gold coin by the thousand million and its silver dollar only to the 
the be ¢ $8,045,000 whether parties who had taken from the Government or bought 
ite ‘eine om the market after the law of 1869, by which the Government pledged 


> pay them in coin, had nota right to believe that the Government would 
May them in t 


vernment and used in the country for the payment of large sums. 


I deny that such was the state of fact in regard to the silver coin- 
7“ this country; certainly not up to 1834; indeed until after 
- The silver dollar was the unit of value from the beginning. 


VII——17 


e current apt enter gold coin which alone had been issued by the | 
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| It was made so by the resolution of 1786 before the Constitution was 








adopted. Up to 1834, when the value of the gold dollar was reduced 
from the ratio of 15 to 1 to that of 16 to 1 of silver, there had been 
only about $10,000,000 of gold of all denominations coined in the 
United States. There were over $5,000,000 more silver half dollars 
of full legal-tender value, as shown by Dr. Linderman’s book, coined 
in the years 1830, 1831, 1832, 1833, and 1834 than all the gold that 
ever had been coined in the United States from 1793 up to 1834. 
Up to 1849, until the discovery of gold in California, silver was the 
coin of this country. The Spanish and Mexican dollars were used 
and made by law a legal tender. There never was a dollar of gold 
coined as dollars—if we stand on the word—never was a one-dollar 
gold-piece coined in the United States till 1849, and nearly all our 
gold coinage since that time has been in double eagles. There never 
was a double eagle coined until 1850, when the gold flowed in from 
California so rapidly that we had to reduce the fractional currency 
of silver in 1853 to keep it from going out of the country ; but nobody 
thought of demonetizing silver on that account, or of interfering 
with gold because of its abundance. Mr. Hunter’s report makes that 
very plain, and I will read from it, as it is better than anything I 
can say upon the subject: 
It seems— 


Said the Finance Committee of the Senate through Mr. Hunter in 
1853— 
that for fifty years, from 1750 to 1800, the rate of silver raised was to that of 
géld as 40 to1; and yet, during that period, the value of gold was not more than 
fifty times as great as that of silver. Asa further proof of the greater quantity 
of coined silver, we find that the value of the silver, as compared with gold coin, 


was, in France, from 1403 to 1840, nearly as 3 to 4; and in the United States, from 
1793 to 1841, was nearly as 2 to 1. 


By what authority, then, can any person imagine that the silver coin 
never had been to any extent the currency of the country, when, from 
1793 to 1841 the value of the silver coin in the United States was 
nearly 2 to 1? 

And in Great Britain, where gold was the exclusive legal standard, silver being 
used only for the smaller transactions of trade, the proportion of silver was more 
than 1 to6. So that there can be little doubt of the large excess in value of the 
silver coin, as compared with gold. (See table A.) 

Which table exhibits the facts clearly, but I will not stop to read 
or exhibit it. 

Indeed, it appears from a carefully compiled table, appended to Mr. Ingham’s 
report (Document No. 117, page 109) that from 1492 to 1825 there were coined from 
the American mines $4,310,000,000 in silver, and only $1,890,000,000 in gold. 

The Senate will observe that there was more than double, nearly 
three times as much more silver coinage as there was gold coinage, 
according to Mr. Ingham’s report up to 1825! 

But, in tracing the effect of this change of the relative value upon particular 
countries, we must not forget its operation upon the rest of the world. In thus 
excluding one of these metals from one country, if its property and trade were 
large, and in thus forcing more than its natural proportion into manufactures, we 
should diminish the volume of specie currency of the world below the natural 
supply. How this would affect mankind will be hereafter examined. But the 
mischief would be great indeed if all the world were to adopt but one of the pre- 
cious meta's as the standard of value. To adopt gold alone would diminish the 
specie currency more than one-half; and the reduction the other gay, should sil- 
ver be taken as the only standard, would be large enough to prove highly disas- 
trous to the human rage. Indeed, a reference to the history of the preciousn o's 
and the general couyse of human production, can scarcely fail to convince rs that 
there has been a constant tendency to ae their value, as compared ~. .th the 
residue of the property of the world, and that very extraordinary increa’ . of the 
supply of the precious metals, of which we have any account, has exercised a 
highly beneficial effect upon human affairs. When contracts are mado by a stand 
ard which is gradually contracting, the advantages are on the side of capital, as 
against labor, and productive energy is cramped by receiving less than a fair share 
of the profit of its enterprises. 

If Mr. Hunter had been criticising the folly of the congressional 
action of 1873 or arguing for its repeal, he could not have spoken 
more aptly nor more wisely. But I will not stop to comment now. 
He said further: 

Before the invention of substitutes for payments in coin, and before the increased 
supply of specie from the discovery of America, human history is full of the strifes 
between debtor and creditor, and human legislation is rife with expeviments to 
limit the encroaching and engrossing power of capital. 

I read so much of this report now (I will refer to it again herewfter 
in another point of view) to show that all statements claiming that 
silver was not the currency of this country are delusive, no inatter 
how high the authority making them. I have here a table in which 
Mr. Hunter shows that up to 1450 we had coined of silver coin, in- 
dependent altogether of the Mexican and Spanish dollars, which 
formed a large portion of our currency, about $78,000,000, and that up 
to 1849 of all sorts of gold coin we had only coined about $86,000,000. 
Had this country made no progress during all those years? 

Why, Senators, we had acquired Louisiana and Florida, we had 
carried on a war with Great Britain from 1812 to 1815, when we had 
hardly any gold coin, on the credit of the silver dollar. We had 
fought the Mexican war when silver was yet the standard of value 
and in excessof gold in our coinage; we had acquired California and 
all those great countries that afterward produced the gold about 
which we are boasting so much and seeking to make omnipotent, in 
the hands of a few, even if the country is bankrupted in doing so. 
After we had large quantities of gold, as you will see by studying the 
history of this question, we had to reduce the value of our small coins 
in silver, not for the purpose of driving them from the country but 
for the purpose of retaining them here, because the influx of gold had 
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made them more valuable than they were before. After the last great 
war began, silver and gold were both repudiated by Congress. Gold 
did not help us any more than silver. Then Congress passed an un- 
constitutional act making its own evidences of its indebtedness a legal 
tender for all debts, public and private, except interest on bonds 
and customs dues. No man, whether lawyer or not, will doubt the 
unconstitutionality of that act who will read the great speech of 
Hon. Jacob CoYamer, of Vermont, in the Senate, against it. If Sena- 
tors doubt, let them turn to the Globe of the 12th of February, 1862. 
Nobody ever answered it, nobody could. Everybody knew then and 
knows now that the act was illegal and unconstitutional. True, we 
have it upon us, and we have to make the best use of the paper issued 
under it that we can. Iam not one of those who abuse the paper cur- 
rency of the country because it was put upon us illegally. I want 
to use it for every purpose and require the Government to take it for 
every purpose, and to make it as good and as valuable as we can by 
giving it every use possible. I do not refuse to do what is best for 


the country because things are put upon me in ways that I do not | 


‘ike. I have seen this administration inaugurated here by the deci- 
sion of a commission that was worse, infinitely worse, than even the 
passage of the legal-tender act; but do I refuse to obey the laws? 
Can I properly refuse to aid the administration thus inaugurated, 
in carrying out all legitimate purposes of the Government, because 
in my opinion it was inaugurated by wrongful and unconstitutional 
means? No; I look at things practically. I know that the bond- 
holders, the monopolists of this country, are seeking to destroy all 
the industries of this people, in their greed to enhance the value of 
their gold. I know that the act of 1873 did more than all else to 


last men or body of men on earth who have any right to compla: 
of any neglect of their interest or of any violation of public fait) ts 
their prejudice. The provisions of the act of 1870 and all subs. 
quent acts were enacted or inserted in the face of the bon od 
under them for the protection and at the request of the bondholders 
to prevent any act of Congress from being passed diminishing ¢), 
quantity of gold or silver in the standard coins then in existence “ 
authority of Congress. The Senator from Iowa, [Mr. ALLISON, } in hi 
very able speech the other day, showed that a change in the gold 
coinage of the country was being seriously agitated by the present 
Secretary of the Treasury and others high in authority ; hence th» 
explicit declarations as to the preservation of the quantity of coi; 
being retained at the then standard value. F 
Doubtless, too, they were uneasy, as they might well be, as to the 
constitutionality of the law of 1869, and were anxious to get clear of 
any possibility of taxing their bonds, so they caused the provision to 
be inserted upon the face of them that they could not be taxed for 
any purpose. I repeat, when they a the proposition of July 
1570, and caused for their own benefit the words to be written on thy 
face of the bond itself that it was to be paid in the standard coin of 


Is issued 


| the United States, and in the act of 1869 gold and silver coin are 


| coin of that value. All the bonds, even those issued last year 


mentioned expressly as the coin in which they shall be paid, they 
are estopped to deny our right to pay them in either gold or silyer 


, as 


was shown by the Senator from Pennsylvania [ Mr. WALLACE] the 


| other day, contain the same recital that they shall be paid in the 
| coin of standard value on July 14, 1870. Will anybody pretend that 


accomplish that result, and the demonetization act of the Revised | 


Statutes was an illegal and unconstitutional consummation of the 
fraud. I want torestore that money to where it was before, and thus 
aid in preventing the consummation of their designs. 

In the National Republican of this morning there is an interview 
with a very intelligent member of the Senate, the Senator from Ne- 
vada, [Mr. JoNEs, } in which among very many other valuable truths 
he says: 

Silver is not produced in sufficient quantity, and nowhere exists in suflicient 
quantity, beyond current consumption in the arts and the supply needed for Asia, 
to be thrown on our markets in sums large enough to threaten injury to our finance, 
industry, orcommerce. During the year 1377, India, Japan, and China received 
from San Francisco, Southampton, Marseilles, and Venice, in the course of trade, 
$105,000,000. This is $25,000,000 more than the production of the entire world during 
the same year. 

Yet gentlemen are holding up their hands in horror and saying 
that, with mints which have not capacity to coin more than $50,000,- 
000 a year, when those three countries are taking $25,000,000 this very 
last year, even in the face of demonetization everywhere, we are 
going to flood the country with a depreciated silver currency, cheat 
the bondholder, destroy the national credit, and ruin the national 
faith! I believe in maintaining the national faith. I believe in all 
that has been said by gentlemen, on this and on the other side, that 
a man ought to look to the faith of the country as he ought to look 
to his own honor; but I say that he is in honor bound to see that 
the people ke represents are not deprived of their just, legal, and 
constitutional rights in order to put money into the pockets of any 
set of men. If there is any man who has no right to complain of the 
treatment that he has received from this country it is the public 
creditor. I need not run over the history of what has been done for 
him. When he bought his bonds he paid for them in legal-tender 
notes of the country and he received bends bearing 6 per cent. inter- 
est in gold for the depreciated notes he paid. He was made in many 
instances a national banker, and, to the extent of $300,000,000, the 
currency of the country which was used as money, in the shape of 
bank-notes, was put into his hands, and he was charged, over ordi- 
nary banks, only 1 per cent. for the right to lend the evidences of his 
own indebtedness to the people at any per cent. he could get within 
the law, which he knew so well how to stretch to suit himself. 

In 1869 there was a plain violation of the contract made by Con- 
gress for the bondholder’s benefit, so plain and palpable that even 
men like Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, avowed that if that great 
wrong was to be done he would stand with the democratic party in 
opposing it. Men such as Mr. Shellabarger, of Ohio, and others in 
their speeches denounced even the payment of the interest in gold. 
The Senator from West Virginia [Mr. HEREFORD] read a letter from 
the present Secretary of the Treasury, which shows what his views 
on that subject were in 1868. I will read it again. It is as follows: 

Drar Sin: I was pleased to receive your letter. My personal interests are the 
same as yours, but, like you, J do not intend to be influenced by them. My construc 
tion of the law is the result of careful examination, and I feel quite sure an impar- 
tial court would confirm it, if the case could be tried before a court. I send you 
my views as fully stated in aspeech. Your idea is that we p se to repudiate or 
violate a promise when we offer to redeem the “ principal” in -tenders. 

1 think the bondholder violates his promise when he refuses to take the same kind of 
money he paid for the bonds. If the case is to be tested by the law, I am right; if 
it is to be tested by Jay Cooke's advertisements, 1am wrong. I hate repudiation 
or anything like it, but we ought not to be deterred from doing what is right by fear of 
tundeserved epithets. If under the law as it stands the holders of the five-twenties 
can only be paid in gold, then we are repadiators if we pro to pay otherwise. 


If the bondholder can legally demand only the kind of money he paid, then he is a re- 
pudiator and extortioner to demand money more valuable than he gave. 


Truly yours, 
JOHN SHERMAN. 
I am not attacking that law now—my opinions in regard to it are 
well known—but I am showing that the bondholders are the very 


if any bondholder has silver coin of the then standard value tendered 
to him he would not get all his contract required; and are we re. 


| quired to pay the assignees of those men in one currency and the 


original purchasers of the bonds in another? The Government has 
nothing to do with transfers; it pays whoever holds the obliga- 
tion according to the terms. The law and the form of the bonds are 
so plain I again read them. The act of 1870 provided— 

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue, in a sum or 


| sums not exceeding in the aggregate $200,000,000, coupon or registered bonds of 





the United States, in such form as he may prescribe and of denominations of #4 
or some multiple of that sum, redeemable in coin of the present standard value, at 
the pleasure of the United States, after ten years from the date of their issue, and 
bearing interest, payable semi-annually in such coin, at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum. 

Also, $300,000 of four and a half percents and a thousand million 
of four percents, all of which were to be payable in coin of the then 
present standard value. 

And the form of the bond is: 

The United States of America are indebted to the bearer in the sum of $50 

This bond is issued in accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress ev 
titled ‘‘An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 4 
1870, as amended by an act approved January 20, 1871, and is redeemable at the 
pleasure of the United States, after the Ist day of July, 1907, in coin of the stand 
ard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870, with interest in such coin 
from the day of the date hereof at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, payable 
quarterly, on the Ist day of October, January, April, and July in each year. The 

rincipal and interest are exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties of the 
Tnited States, as well as from taxation in any form by or under State, municipal, 
or local authority. 

WASHINGTON, July 1, 1877. 


Any purchaser can see what the obligation of the United States is 
by reading the bonds he buys. We are only bound to comply with the 
obligation of our contract and to pay it in the standard coin of July, 
1870. Gold and silver were then the standard coins. The effort to pre- 
vent us from having that coin is what I complain of. What I pr- 

ose is to restore through the Mint exactly the standard coin we 
had and to furnish it to the people, so that they can comply with the 
obligations of the Government and with their own. 

I can see no honest excuse for the legislation of 1873. Congress, 
having assumed obligations of the character I have read, deprived 
itself and the people of the power to pay their debts in the standard 
silver coin. I say Congress deprived itself; I mean that it deprived 
the tax-payers of this country; for this Government is a trustee; 
this Government is a pauper; this Government has nothing except 
the power to tax. It takes it from everything we all own, from our 
hats to our boots; from the cradle to the coffin; from the sma!! nai 
driven into the horse’s shoe to the locomotive or the steausbip. 
When this Government undertakes by legislation to deprive the pec 
ple, of whom I am one—and my people are many—of the power to p) 
their debts in the standard silver coin when the contract was mace, 
and that the creditor himself demanded, they are doing a gross 
justice; and when they undertake to demonetize that silver, as 6 . 
done by the Revised Statutes, they are doing what the Constitution 
does not give them the power to do. For both these reasons, 80 
isfactory to my mind, I would restore the relation that existed before 
that time. , 4 

We are told that England, the great creditor nation of the wor, 
demonetized silver. Perhaps she could afford to do it. Weare te 
that we must follow her example in forcing resumption by on 
even with prostrated industries ; and she is held up as the great © 
emplar. she is our great antagonist in all the relations of commer 
We sell her our breadstufis and we sell her raw material, but “ 
manufactures never go there. We have to look to the = ‘ 
countries with less commercial power and not as far advance’ ™ 
many regards as England. We have to look to China, to Jagan, 
the Indies, to the great islands in the Pacific Ocean ; we have 











to the republics of South America, and when you turn to the tables 

find that every one of them is a silver-using country. The table 
ty Mr Hunter's report, the table in Dr. Linderman’s report, all the 
sables show that the people with whom we want to trade, from 
whom alone we can make anything, whose commerce we must seek, 
are people who are using silver money ; and because England, our 
rival, has demonetized silver, owing a debt to her own people, which 
she is somewhat proud of, and we owing it to foreigners because she 
has done it, we, forsoot h, must follow her example and deprive our- 
celves of the right to use the product of our own country in com- 
merce which England is striving, as she knows so well how to do, to 
deprive us of, * : So “—" 

Why did we spend nearly $100,000,000 in building the Union and 
Central Pacific Railroads ? Why did we give lands larger than a half- 
dozen of the kingdoms of Europe to the great railroads that are tra- 
versing this continent to reach the Pacilic Ocean? It was that we 
might make the West the highway to the East; that we might send 
our steamships and our products over the Pacific to those great silver- 
using countries, to China with four hundred millions of people and 
to the thirty-odd millions in Japan and the great swarm of people in 
all those regions whose trade we were seeking. When we had given 


4 hundred million dollars to build these roads, (for we might as well | 


have given it; I fear we will never get it back,) when we were 
developing more silver than all the world beside, when Nevada and 


the other mines were coming to our relief in furnishing the material | 


for acoin cheaper than gold, and which would cheapen gold, the Con- 
ress of the United States quietly (I will not yet say clandestinely, 
because the distinguished Senator from Delaware, one of the ablest 
men in the Senate, said that it was foolish and unwise for anybody 
to say that,) but in a very quiet way and with very little discretion 
we deprived ourselves of the power of using the silver which was 
then becoming the metal that we had most of and of which we had 
more than all the world besides. 

Is it not good faith tothe people that we should repeal it? I hold 
wy allegiance to be good faith to all the people of this country, good 
faith to the tax-payer; and when I am acting in good faith to him 
Iam acting in good faith to all the creditors of the country. But I 
never will seek to perpetuate any law that has broken down all in- 
dustries, cuaeainal the currency of the country, and brought upon 
us the miseries that we now see. Thousands of men, able and will- 


ing to work, are begging for bread. With bounteous harvests, with | 


trouble in Europe and Asia, which opens up markets to us by with- 


and the States of Louisiana and South Carolina, thank God, at last 
have come to occupy the same relation to this Government that Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire do, all calling for capital, all seeking to 
develop their industries, now that war and strife are at an end, are 
we in the midst of all that to stop and say that the people of the 
States and of the country shall not have the benefit of the silver 
which is produced in our own country, and that gold shall be put 
at 5 per cent. premium because we will not allow ourselves to use 
anything to compete with it? Our own paper is refused at the 
custom-houses. Why? Because that diminishes the interest of 
the bondholder. Our own silver is not to be taken because that 
would diminish the profits of the bondholder. We cannot use it to 
pay the debts of the railroads, of the States, and of the corporations, 
because that would prevent the bondholder from selling the gold that 
he alone gets from the Government or from purchasing the property 
of the people at the rate that he can when there is nothing else to 
compete with it. As was well said by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
MaTrHews] the other day, what has silver fallen in comparison 
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| and have all the world in debt to you. 


with? Will it not buy more land, more calico, more of anything than | 


itever did before? It is only in comparison with gold that it has 


fallen, not in comparison with property. But I cannot forbear quot- 
ing his own words: 


Mr. Eaton. Has it not Sapeectated in the purchase of every product at home 
and abroad! Can you buy the same amount with the same number of grains of 
silver that you could with the corresponding degree of some other metal / 

Mr. Matingws. Has the Senator finished his question ? 

Mr. Eaton. Lhave. 
- Mr. Martarws. Then I answer, and it can be demonstrated by an impregnable 
array of facts, that silver can to-day buy more of every other known product of 
inman labor than it could in July, 1870, gold alone excepted ; lands, houses, stocks 
. verchandise, machinery, labor, everything but gold ; here, elsewhere. In Asia, 
in Europe throughout this whole continent, nowhere, measured by the average 
price of the general commodities of the world, has silver depreciated the breadth 
(nm the contrary, it has maintained its position. Itcan buy to-day more 
house 8, more machinery, more calico, more cotton, more everything than 
1570, the same number of grains of the same standard and fineness. 
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opinion because of radical defects in its constitution. The rotten-borough system 
then prevailed. The whole population of the kingdom was twenty-one millions, 
but those who voted for members of the House numbered only four hundred thou- 
sand. The Duke of Norfolk was himself represented by eleven members, Lord 
Lonsdale by nine, Lord Darlington by seven, and the Duke of Rutland, the Mar- 
quis of Buckingham, and Lord Carrington each had six—forty-three members rep- 
resenting siz persons ! 

These gentlemen were stronger, perhaps, even than our bondholders 
and railroad kings are here. I have heard that some of them control 


a good many; I do not know, but not in this proportion those Eng- 
lish gentlemen did, I hope. 


The borough of old Saram had two members, who were elected by one voter, 
who kept an ale-house, while the great cities of Edinburg, Glasgow, and Bath, 
with a united population of over four hundred thousand souls, had six members 
elected by a constituency of 105 voters. The borough of Bramber had two mem- 
bers, representing a male population of fifty.six persons, while Gratton and Dun- 
wich had four members, two elected by 6 voters, and two by 7. Andsoon. These 
boroughs were held as a property, Gratton being valued at the good round figure of 
100,000 British pounds sterling, or half a million dollars, as a mere investment, be- 
cause it = a seat in the House of Commons! This was the House of Com- 
mons to whose 168 votes on one occasion, and 222 on another, out of 650, General 
GARFIELD appeals as ‘‘sensitively indexing the public opinion of England” on the 
resumption question! A marvelously sensitive index, indeed! 

That was the kind of representation in Parliament before the 
reform bill of 1832; and it was because such things were done and 
so little regard was paid to the rights of the people by a Parliament 
thus elected and thus constituted that the reform bill became neces- 
sary. We have had something like it lately. Eleven States of the 
South were not only misrepresented but other States were twice rep- 
resented and the South was forced to furnish them with this double 
representation. We have had very bad legislation in times gone by 
when things were done that could not be done now and never will 
be again. The reform bill came in in England. We have got gen- 
uine representation from that part of the country now, and we per- 
haps can have the legislation that they had after the reform bill 
passed. If England is to be held up as an example to us, let us fol- 
low herthroughout. She had then under the Parliament thus con- 
stituted protection for everything, and she had a population almost 
starving and bread riots prevailing time and again. When a genu- 
ine Parliament came in and the people were heard, those shackles 
were broken. The great protective tariff was swept away, and now 


| she levies nearly 96 per cent. of all her revenue from seven articles, 


while we are hanging on to them by the thousand. She has gone on 
with her policy and made herself able to bring all the world in debt 


—_ ; oe , | to her. 
drawing their competition, when the South is springing to its feet | 


What have we done? We are brivging ourselves in debt to all the 
world. We are paying to-day somewhere about $100,000,000 to for- 
eign nations to do our carrying trade. In 1860 they were paying us 
nearly $25,000,000. England has trebled her great marine; we have 
dwindled down to less than half. We had with a decent tariff more 
tonnage than all the nations of the world except England seventeen 
yearsago. Contrasted with England now, wearea fourth-rate power. 
Follow England’s example in these things and you will build up in- 
dustries after a while that willenable you to pay the debt in anything 
But in our present condition, 
contributing to every other nation, with no ships on the sea, we pay, 
as I say, immense sums to foreign nations to do our carrying trade, 
humiliated everywhere on the ocean. No nation without commerce 
can be a first-class nation, none ever has been and none ever will be. 
All history attests it. I say follow her in her commercial policy, and 
perhaps there will be some justice in following her upon the gold 
question, 

But I said I would refer again to the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee of the Senate made by Mr. Hunter on the evil effects always 
produced by a contraction of currency, and the advantages and 
blessing of an ample supply, and I do it because it is so much better 
than anything Icansay. That report says: 

So much is the value of currency affected by the facility with which it may be 
counted and its convenience of transportation that there will always be difficulty 


| in supplying the place of small notes with anything but silver or that of large 


I read with some interest the other day an account of the com- | 


— of the English Parliament, which is constantly held up be- 
_ Ss a8 an illustrious example in favor of laws demonetizing 
Cape That body then represented a very small portion of the peo- 
pie of England. They had little connection with the mass of the 
people, although some of our legislators here seem to think they 
aan Is16 and 1822 a highly representative popular body. A pam- 
a Cemn anaal to me the other day written in answer to a speech 
Philade pa, CARFLELD in the other House, by J. W. Schuckers, of 
lish Ho phia, in which he gives a very good idea of what that Eng- 
res _ of Commons was in 1821 and 1822. I will read an extract 


In the third place, the House of Commons did not at that time index public 


‘ 


notes with anything but gold. We require, then, for this reason, the double stand- 
ard of goldand silver ; but above all do we require both to counteract the tendency 
of the specie standard to contract under the vast increase of the value of the 
property of the world. 


Thereisour difficulty. We haveincreased in population and wealthin 
the last ten yearsenormously. Iam notgoing intostatistics, but I will 
state this fact: we have built forty-eight thousand miles of railroad 
since 1868; we have added to our wealth and necessity for increased 
currency in every form. The States of the South for a long time, six 
or eight years aiter the war, could do nothing, had nothing, but they 
are again on their feet. They need large amounts of money. Every 
thing has grown as a matter of course, and in the midst of this 
growthof property are weseeking to keep up the specie standard to the 
property standard and requirements when we have demonetized our 
silver, of which we produce thirty-seven millions annually in the 
State of Nevada alone, and all of which could be readily converted 
into our coin and added to the currency of the world, thus tending 
to keep down the contraction of the money and increase it as prop- 
erty increases ? 


But to continue. He adds: 


We require, then, for this reason, the double standard of gold and silver; but 
above all do we require both to counteract the tendency of the specie standard to 
contract under the vast increase of the value of the property of the world. And 
what harm can arise from any probable increase of the precious metals if both 





searengecen wa a - 


wee. met Ode con lin Alii Renee atta 


Ot mee eS 


ET EN RTT 


re - 


eee 


~ 


ee a eT A ae et 


260 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


J ANUARY 10 


ciaiialieediieaiidiiati Neen ee ee eee TT 


are allowed to swell the volame of currency! On the contrary, a more beneficial 
event for the trade, the industry, the world and political condition of the world 
could scarcely be imagined. Of all the great effects produced upon human socicty 
by the discovery of America there were probably none so marked as those brought 
about by the great intlux of the precious metals from the New World to the Old 
European industry had been declining under the decreasing stock of precious 
mi tala and an appreciating standard of value, human ingenuity grew dull under 
the paralyzing intluences of declining profits, and capital absorbed nearly all that 
should have been divided between it and labor. But an increase of the precious 
metals, in such quantities as to check this tendency, operated as a new motive 
power to the machinery of commerce. Production was stimulated by finding the 
advantages of a change in the standard upon its side. Instead of being repressed 
by having to pay more than it had stipulated for the use of capital, it was stimu- 
lated by paying less. Capital, too, was benefited, for new demands were created 
for it by the new uses which a general movement in industrial pursuits had de- 
veloped ; so that, if it lost a little by a change in the standard, it gained much more 
in the greater demand for its use, which added to its capacities for reproduction 
and to its real value. Property which had been acquired by the strong arm and 
accumulated in violation of the great laws of equity and trade by an almost insen- 
sible transition was distributed more equally in society. 

Nature, under the operation of this its great bankrupt law, as if by an invisible 
hand, loosened the bonds of the debtor, which heretofore time had continually 
tightened, and distributed to labor for purposes of reproduction and upon equitable 
terms, capital which distrust and apathy had either locked up or administered with 
a too sparing hand. New influences arose in society, and a new impulse was given 
to its movements. In the present stage of the world we may, perhaps, no more 
expect any event t. } “oduce such rapid transformations in society. But we might 
reasonably look for something like the same consequences from a similar event. 
Any system, either of violence or law, which distributes property improperly and 
unjustly, and which gives a false direction to the great stream of productive in- 
dustry, will, in the end, produce throes and convulsions in the bosom of society. 
Uniess human skill, such as is rarely if ever known, intervenes to give a true direc- 
tion to affairs, or unless nature interferes, through the silent operation of her laws, 
to remove :nequalities and repair injustice, violenee is almost sure to be used to 
make a change if it cannot apply a remedy. 


As I said when I read the former extract, Mr. Hunter seems to be 
warning us against the very condition of things now existing, and 
deploring the very evils that Congress has now brought upon this 
country by contracting its standard of value, diminishing its coin, 
refusing to utilize what Providence seems to have put into ourhands, 
giving to gold alone by refusing to take our own paper or our own 
silver all the power that all the three ought to have, contracting the 
currency, diminishing prices, destroying industry, making it impos- 
sible for any man to borrow money to-day and invest it in anything 
that he can have any reasonable assurance will enable him to pay his 
creditor back the money with interest at the end of a year. Gentle- 


men say there is plenty of money in the country. Of course there is. 
There is nosafe man who dares borrow it; hence the enforced idleness 
of thousands of our most intelligent and industrious laborers; hence 
the suffering of the people. Nobody can go into any business to-day 


with any expectation of making money. A man knows if he borrows 
$10,000 te-day and gives a mortgage on his farm worth $20,000, the 
chances are that at the end of the year the creditor can hardly get 
his$10,000 back by the sale of the twenty-thousand-dollarfarm. Hence 
noman can gointo business, and hence money is idle, because all the uses 
ofitaredriedup. That is the condition we are in now, and it is because 
a repeal of the existing coinage laws as to silver would give at least 
partial relief that I propose to vote for any bill looking in that direc- 
tion, whether I like all its provisions or not. 

But I must hurry on. I said among other things that the bond- 
holder of all men had the least right to complain. I have argued 
that often, shown it in every variety of form, and I do not believe I 
have heard a statement that showed the truth so boldly, so nakedly, 
and showed the absurdity of all the complaints now set up here and 
elsewhere in their behalf, asan extract which I took from a speech of 
my friend from Indiana[ Mr. VooRHEES] in adebate that I had in the 
Forty-third Congress, which will be found on page 1401, part 2,of the 
ReEcORD of the second session of the Forty-third Congress. He gave 
the history of all the bonds that were sold each year and the prices 
that were paid, and the interest that was given, and when he footed 
them up the fact was that the bondholders had up to 1869 received over 
$100,000,000 of profit before they even got the principal of their bonds 
made payable in gold by the act of 1869. They are the last men, cer- 
tainly, to complain. Here is the statement I refer to, and which I 
read in the other House: 

In 1862 the Government sold 6 per cent. 5.20 bonds to the amount of $60,992,450 
and received for them greenbacks at their face dollar for dollar. The demand 
now is that these bonds shall be paid in gold at their face, and yet, owing to the 
depreciation of greenbacks at the time of their purchase, only $44,030,649 in geld 
was paid for them. This makes a clear speculation of $16,951,801 in favor of the 
bondholder in this first transaction. On this clear speculation the bendhoklers 
have received interest for eleven years, amounting to $11,147,188, which, added to 
its principal, makes the sum of $25,138,929 already received in that single transac- 
tion, for which not one dollar was ever paid. 

In 1863 the Government sold of the same kind of bonds $160,97,550, for which it 
received an equal amount in greenbacks. A standard a the aver- 
ace price of gold during that year at $1.58 in currency. It will thus be seen that 
these bonds cost their purchasers but $101,290,854 in gold, leaving a profit of 
£59, 096.696, without including the interest. For ten years, however, the Govern- 
ment has paid interest on this naked profit, this principal, without any considera- 
tion. The interest thus paid amounts to $35,458,017, which, added to this fictitious 
principal, makes $94,555,713, now in the pockets of the bondholders on that year’s 
operation, for which they never paid anything. 

in !s64 the Government sold these bonds, amounting on their face to $321,292, 250. 
Again the Government received only depreciated paper for these bond obligations, 
and at that time our currency was enormously depreciated, if tried by the gold 
standard. The price of gold during that year was at an average of 201 in currency. 
The sale of these bonds, therefore, which are now assumed to be gold bonds, only 
realized to the Government $129,697,636 in gold, less than one-half of their face 
value. There was left to the capitalists who speculated in them as purchasers the 
immense profit of $191,594,614. ‘This was the amount of the broker's shave, and on 
it he has drawn interest from the people for ten years, amounting at this time to 


$114,956,768. Add this to its principal, which stands as pure speculati 
tind that the bondholders have a clear gain, as something for et we 
sum of $306,551,382 on the one year's transaction of 1864. &, the 
In 1865 the Government sold bonds to the amount of $279,746,150, on whicy 
suffered a discount of $71,532,060 at the hands of the capitalists. ‘rh. inten - 
already paid by the people on this discount reaches $38,627,307, making this \... 
operation realize for the bondholders $110, 159,367, for which not one cent was... 
aid. 
. In 1866 the Government sold $124,914,400 of its bonds, for which it received 4 
preciated Ll currency amounting to $88,591,773 in gold, according to the oa 
price of gold. The difference between the face of these bonds aud the amo.. 
they realized to the Government was $36,332,627. Eight years’ intere 
on this shave amounts to $17,434,556. Adding this interest and its principal ¢ 
gether, and we find that the bondholders have received $53,757,163 out fy. 
year’s sale of bonds, for which not one dollar ever left their coffers or reach, d the 
United States Treasury. _ 
In 1867 the Government sold of its bonds the immense sum of $421,449 550 Th 
purchasers paid for them $30:},215,503, a a clear profit to them on the ope Ss 
tion of $118,254,047. Taking the interest on this profit for seven years, amour 4 
to $49,661,694, already paid, and the speculators have in their pockets, if thn. 
bonds are to be paid in gold, the sum of $167,915,741 on this year’s brokerage au 
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for which they never gave a farthing in consideration. 

In 1868 the Government sold its bonds to the still further amount of $495,443 « 
Their purchasers paid §312,826,323 for them, clearing by that annual speculatio; 
the sum of $112,617,477. ‘Add six years’ interest on this bonus, amountine , 
$40,542,288, to the bonus itself, and we find that these traflickers in a nation’s per), 
have received in this operation $153,159,765 of the people's money, for w hich net 
the slightest equivalent was ever paid into the United States Treasury. 

In addition to the eneeee per cent. bonds, the Government at different time, 
during the years mentioned issued and sold $195,139,550 of bonds bearing 5 per 
cent. They realized to the Government $122,957,410, thus leaving to the purchaser 
a net profit of $72,182,140. Interest already paid on this 


fit amounts to $26, 115,74 
which, added to the profit itself, makes the sum of $98,297,864 as the amount pow 


in the pockets of the bondholders growing out of their operations in the 5 per 
cent. bonds, and for which there is not the slightest consideration 

An account of the bondholders’ clear profits arising from no investments at i! 
may therefore be stated in the following tabular form: 


306, 551, 38 
110, 159, 367 

53, 757, 13 
167, 915, 741 
153, 159, 165 


1, 012, 536, 04 


That statement needs no comment; it was carefully and truthfully 

repared. It will satisfy the country and ought to satisfy the boné- 
Ceakees and their advocates that they ought not to insult a suffering 
people, whose hard earnings have gone to enrich them, by any cow- 
plaint of want of good faith to them in the effort we are making t 
save the country from bankruptcy. 

I shall now say something about the passage of the law and the 
Revised Statutes demonetizing silver. I have before complained 
of the way in which these laws were passed. I want to retain the 
respect, if I possibly can, of all my colleagues on this floor, and there 
is no man, whose respect I would sooner have than that of the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Delaware, [Mr. BAYARD.] He said in his 
speech the other day: 

In his report of the present year additional reasons are given by the Direetor of 
the Mint for that action— 

That is, for the passage of the law of February, 1873— 


which I will read for a double object, not merely to refute the idea that the mea- 
ure was adopted without notice or debate or public consideration, or, as has bees 
so foolishly and unjustly charged, *‘ surreptitiously,” but also to state reasons that 
were satisfactory to his mind why it ought to have been done. 


I am not sure that I ever stated that it was done surreptitiously, 
and I hardly know to whom this statement refers, although the Sea 
ator from West Virginia and myself were the only ones who bai 
spoken of it on this floor up to that time; bit I think I can shor 
that if there was no other reason for voting to restore the silver d0- 
lar to the relation it occupied prior to the passage of that act, the 
Way it was passed by Congress and incorporated into the Revised 
Statutes should be sufficient to control my action and cause me t 
vote for its repeal, even if I should afterward vote to repeal the 
repealing act. It never was understood by either House of Cor 
gress. Il say that with full knowledge of the facts. No newspapet 
reporter—and they are the most vigilant men I ever saw in obtaining 
information—discovered that it had been done. The President of t 
United States, as you will see by the letter which I have before me, 
and which was referred to by the Senator from West Virginia, = 
months after it became a law did not know there was any such ae 
passed. In a letter written October 3, 1873, to Mr. Cowdry, Gener 
Grant said: «San 

I wonder that silver is not already coming into the market tosupply thedefcieo’ 
in the circulating medium. * * * Experience has proved that it takes sve 
$40,010,000 of fractional currency to make the small change necessary for (het 
action of the business of the country. Silver will gaasely take the place of t 
currency, and, further, will become the standard of values, which will be hun 
in a small way. I estimate that this will consume from $20,000,000 to $300.0" 
in time of this species of our circulating medium. * * * I confess to® bis 
to see a limited ing of money. But 1 want to see a hoarding of some’ 
that is a standard of value the world over. Silver is this. * * “ oe 

Our mines are now producing almost unlimited amounts of silver, ane © 
coming a question, “* at shall we do with it?” I suggest here a solution faxed 
will answer for some years, to put it in circulation, keeping it there until itis De 
and then we will find other markets. 2 

The law, be it remembered, was approved by him February ™ 
1873. : % 

I have before me every print of those bills that I could find, beg 
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1878. 
” asa 


ning in the Forty-first Congress with the one that then passed the 
genate, and following them up till the law was passed, and I assert 
that there was not a single one of these bills either in the Forty-first 
Congress or the Forty-second Congress that did more than drop the 
standard silver dollar and not refer to it at all otherwise than by 
~ lirection to prohibit its future coinage. There was not one of 
+hom that demonetized it; none of them took away its legal-tender 
quality. After providing forother inferior coins, there was a provision 
that these are the only silver coins which shall be coined. Not one 
of them ever interfered otherwise with the standard dollar of 4124 
rains and said it should not be a legal tender or named it at all so 
as to attract attention to it, and I suppose if there was a subject 
relative to which the members of both Houses were profoundly 
;eporant and as to which, when no coins were ever seen by any who 
were not bondholders, they were wholly indifferent, it was as to the 
jaws relative to mints and coinage, when the bill first came up in 
the House in the Forty-first Congress. } , 

There was a short discussion in January, 1872, in which Mr. Mc- 
Cormick, of Missouri, and Mr. Holman insisted that the provisions 
of the bill would make a great many more officers and would in- 
crease salaries, and Mr. KELLEY and others insisted that it would 
not. The debate was confined then to the question of salaries. 
Whex Mr. Hooper brought it up again, on the 9th of April, (and 
remember it was brought up then under an order that it should be 
taken up and made the special order from day to day until disposed 
of,) and after an explanation of it by Mr. Hooper, in which he 
spoke of the other coins provided for, but said nothing specially on 
demonetization of the silver dollar, Mr. Stoughton, who argued it 
more elaborately than any one else and argued it with very great 
ability, among other things, said : 

The silver coins provided for are the dollar, 384 grains troy, the half dollar, quar- 
ter dollar, and dime of the value and weight of one-half, one-quarter, and one-tenth 
of the dollar, respectively; and they are made a legal tender for all sums not ex- 
ceeding $5 at any one payment. The silver dollar, as now issued, is worth for bull- 
ion 3g cents more than the gold dollar and 73 cents more than two half dollars. 
Having a greater intrinsic than nominal value, it is certain to be withdrawn from 
circulation Whenever we return to specie payment and to be used only for manu- 
facture and exportation as bullion. 

Mr, KELLEY said, (see page 2311 of the Globe:) 


Again, sir, by amistake in our law it has become impossible to retain an Ameri- 
can silver dollar in this country, except in collections of curiosities. They would, 
if coined in considerable numbers, be a source of enormous protit to the silver-bull- 
ion dealers of New York. Let me show you. The silver dollar required by our 
laws is worth 34 cents more than our gold dollar and is worth 7 cents more than two 
half dollars. Now, sir, let us get back, as the gentleman desires, to specie pay- 
ment before we legislate upon the mint laws, and you will have an interest of from 
one million to many million dollars a year here with its lobby in and around the 
House to prevent the Government from the possibility of losing a few dollars by 
substituting copper-nickel for copper and copper-bronze coinage. 


He then went on to argue that that ought not to be; ‘that we had 
to save it by reducing the value of the standard silver dollar. The 
bill was ordered to be read by sections for amendment. Great oppo- 
sition was made to it. Mr. PoTreR, of New York, and others insisted 
that, as long as we had no legal-tender gold or silver, this great ques- 
tion ought not to be taken up and that we ought to wait until it could 
be fully diseussed. Only the first seven sections were reached in the 
reading. It was a bill of sixty-seven sections and the provisions we 
are now discussing were in the fifteenth and sixteenth sections. That 
portion of the bill was never reached, and those sections were never 
read so as to give any chance to discuss or amend them when the 
House adjourned and the bill was never again called up, although by 
the order of the House it was made the special order from day to day 
until completed. So much for the discussion in April. On the 27th 
of May (see page 3882 of the Congressional Globe) Mr. Hooper called 
itup on his own motion, not, ny understand, by order of the com- 
mittee. The House had agreed to adjourn on the 29th of May and 
motions to suspend the rules were of course in order. Less than forty- 
eight hours of the time remained when Mr. Hooper brought up his 
substitute for the bill which had been so summarily disposed of in 
April, notwithstanding this authority given by the House to proceed 
from day to day with it. He then said—and I shall only read very 
brief extracts as the matter has been up in the Senate before— 

1 desire to call up the bill H. R. No. 1427— 


The bill which had been discussed in April— 


Ido so for the purpose of offering an amendment to the bill in the nature of a 
substitute, one which has been My carefully prepared and which I have submit- 
i 


> fothe different gentlemen in this House who have taken a special interest in 


° * * * * * * 


T move that the rules be suspended and that the substitute be put on its passage. 


Objection was made. Mr. Hooper protested that at that hour of 
the session, as it was a long bill, there was no necessity for reading 
it because it had been carefully examined by those who desired to 
aunine its provisions. The House, however, refused to allow the bill 
to ve passed in that way, and then he called it up again and moved 
to suspend the rules and pass it and have the substitute read. That 
a bill he offered as a substitute for House bill No. 1427. 
tn - record says “the Clerk began to read.” Then the House, see- 
a at it was a bill of that character, and, of course, all impatient 
Br . closing hours _of the session, began to ask questions. Mr. 
Mr. He protested against its being passed in Mr. PoTTER’s absence. 

* Hooper refused to wait, because he said there was no time. Sev- 
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eral parliamentary questions were raised, and Mr. Holman put this 
question to Mr. Hooper, the manager of the bill: 


Mr. Houtman. Before the ee is taken upon saspending the rules und pass- 
the gentleman from Massachusetts will explain the leading 
changes made by this bill in the existing law, especially in reference to the coin- 


age. It would seem that all the small coinage of the country is intended to be 
recoined. 


_ Mr. Hoorer, of Massachusetts. This bill makes no changes in the existing law 
in that regard. It does not require the recoinage of the small coins. 

What was the fair meaning of that question and answer? It was, 
that this is a bill to regulate the mints; this is a bill merely of ma- 
chinery; this is a bill merely to enable the Director of the Mint to 

o on and coin more money because of the increased volume of silver 

ullion there is now in the country, all of which seemed to be requi- 
site and proper. Why did Mr. Hooper answer the question of Mr. 
Holman, to explain the leading changes of this bill in the existing 
law, especially in reference to coinage, by saying that the bill makes 
no changes in the existing law in that regard, if he knew that it did? 
That answer satisfied Mr. Holman and the House. Nothing more 
was said on material points, and the bill passed as a mere bill regu- 
lating mint machinery. 

Some stress was laid the other day in discussion on a remark which 
Mr. McCormick, of Missouri, made in calling for the nineteenth see- 
tion to be read again. A mint bill, as I said, had been up in January. 
Mr. McCormick, of Missouri, had protested against the increase of 
salaries. He wanted, when Mr. Hooper said it made no increase of 
salaries, to have that branch read over again; and he missed the 
section, it seems, for the nineteenth was only about the devices to be 
put on the coin and the inscriptions that were to be used. After 
that interruption, and the assurances that I have read were given, 
no part of that bill ever was read except that nineteenth section 
which Mr. McCormick called for. The reading which had been in- 
terrupted was never resumed, and the bill was passed almost unani- 
mously without anybody knowing anything about it. 

There were many very vigilant men in that body. I have seen 
Mr. Holman, of Indiana, during the vacation and he will assure any- 
body that he was watching it and that it never was read. Many of 
us were there. I do not care to say what I know myself; I never 
yet heard a member say that he understood it to be anything else but 
a bill such as Mr. Hooper stated to Mr. Holman. Mr. GARFIELD made 
a speech in a debate with Mr. Pendleton in Ohio last fall in which he 
said : 

Perhaps I ought to be ashamed to say so, but it is the truth to say that I at that 
time [passage of the regulations demonetizing silver) being chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and having my hands overfull during all that time with 
work, I never read the bill. I took it upon the faith of a prominent democrat and 
& prominent republican, and I do not know that I voted at all. There was no call of 
the yeas and nays, and nobody opposed that bill that 1 knowof. It was put through 
as dozens of bills are, as my friend and I know, in Congress, on the faith of the 
report of the chairman of the committee ; therefore, I tell you, because it is the 
truth, that I have no knowledge about it. 

And I suppose every member of that House would say substan- 
tially the same thing except the few who were thoroughly advised. 
The press admit that they knew nothing about it. The President 
showed that he knew nothing abont it. No member of the House 
has yet said to anybody anywhere, in any speech that I know of, 
that he knew about it; while all that I have seen or heard of have 
admitted their ignorance of these provisions. 

The bill went from the House to the Senate. 
at the third session of that Congress. Let us see what took place 
then. When it came here it was in charge of the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, Hon. John Sherman. On page 203 of the 
Globe of the third session of the Forty-second Congress, part 1, he 
as chairman of the Committee on Finance announced that it had 
passed the Senate substantially in the Forty-first Congress; that it 
was not worth while to read it; that it could be passed in a shorter 
time than it would take to read it, and he insisted, as I said, that 
the same bill had passed in substance in the Forty-first Congress. 
Let me give his words: 

I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 2934) revising and amending the laws relative to the mints and assay oflices 
and coinage of the United States, to report it back with two or three amendments. 
This bill has in substance passed both Houses, except that the Senate bill en- 
larged and increased the salaries of officers of the Mint. It was passed by the 
Senate at the last session of the last Congress, went to the House, and now, some- 
what modified, has passed the House at this Congress, so that the bill has practi- 
cally passed both Houses of Congress. The Senate Committee on Finance propose 
the modification of only a single section; but as this is not the same Congress 
that passed the bill in the Senate I suppose it will have to go through the form of 
a full readin , unless the Senate are willing to take it on the statement of the com- 
mittee, the Senate having already debated it at length and passed it. It would 


have to be read in full unless the Senate by unanimous consent allow it to pass 
without a formal reading. 


It was taken up here 


The bill was, however, required to lie over under the objection of 
the gentleman who I believe generally calls for the regular order, the 
Senator from Vermont, (Mr. EDMUNDS, and it came up again later 
for debate ; and on page 672, part 1, of the Globe, third session For- 
ty-second Congress, debate on it was had, and there the same state- 
ments were made by the chairman that the bill had in substance 
passed the Senate in the Forty-first Congress, that it had at the 
former session of that Congress passed the House, and the debate 
which sprang up shows that there was not one word uttered as to 
the demonetization of silver from beginning to end. The California, 
Nevada, and Oregon Senators were protesting against the coinage 
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charge, and that was the only thing that was debated at all. The 
gentleman who had charge of the bill was insisting that they were 
going to issue a silver dollar that would circulate all over the world, 
and he wanted to change the inscriptions on it from the American 
eagle, which he said would not be understood, to the words “ In God 
we trust,” and the true value of the coin, so that everybody could 
see it. Let me quote his own language : 

I rise for the Por of moving that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
the Mint bill. will state that this bill will not probably consume any more time 
than the time consumed in reading it. It passed the Senate two years ago after 
fulldebate. It was taken up again in the House during the present Congress and 
yassed there. Itis a matter of vital interest to the Government, and I am informed 
c officers of the Government it is important it should pass promptly. The amend- 
ments reported by the Committee on Finance present the points of difference be- 
tween the two Houses, and they can go to a committee of conference without hav- 
ing a controversy here in the Senate about them. 

Again: 

If the Senator will allow me, he will see that the preceding section provides 
for coin which is exactly interchangeable with the English shilling and the five- 
franc piece of France ; that is, a five-franc piece of France will be the exact equiv- 
alent of a dollar of the United States in our silver coinage ; and in order to show 
this wherever our silver coin shall float—and we are providing that it shall float 
all over the world—we propose to stamp upon it, instead of our eagle, which for- 
eigners may not understand, and which they may not distinguish from a buzzard, 
or some other bird, the intrinsic fineness and weight of the coin. In this prac- 
tical utilitarian age the officers of the Mint seemed to think it would be better to 
do that than to put the eagle on our silver coins. I must confess I do not think it 
is very important; but I think the Senator ought to be willing to defer in these 
matters to the practical knowledge of the officers who have charge of this branch 
of the Government service. I will say that Mr. Linderman, whom the Senator 
must know, has suggested this as being a convenient mode of promoting interna- 
tional coinage. 

From that debate Senators would certainly infer that they were 
going to establish a silver coinage that would use up and take away 
all the silver in the mines of Nevada. Senator Casserly had an- 
nounced that Nevada was then producing $20,000,000 a year, and that 
would go far toward supplying the Chinese trade; and all the debate 
in the Senate went on to show that it was a bill which was to extend 
the circulation of silver, and was not by any means to cripple it. 

But the strangest part of this transaction remains to be told. The 
bill as it passed the House, and all the bills that had been presented 
in the House, and all the bills in the Forty-tirst Congress which had 
been before the Senate, and I have them all here before me, had failed 
to demonetize the old silver dollar of 4124 grains. They had simply 
substituted a silver dollar of a different quality, because, they said, 
that silver dollar was worth more than the gold dollar by 34 cents, 
and the Senate was told by the then chairman of the Committee on 
Finance that the bill he was tendering to them was a bill substan- 
tially similar to those they bad passed in the Forty-first Congress 
aud substantially similar to that which had passed the House; and 
yet, when you came to examine the bill that was laid before the Sen- 
ate, and which became a law, all those provisions in section 16 of the 
House bill and of the former bills which declared— 

That the silver coins of the United States shall be a dollar, a half dollar or fifty- 
cent piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-five cent piece, and a dime or ten-cent piece; 
and the weight of the dollar shall be 384 grains; the half dollar, quarter dollar, and 
the dime shall be, respectively, one-half, one-quarter, and one-tenth of the weight 
of said dollar; which coins shall be a legal tender, at their nominal value, for any 
amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment— 
were stricken out and the following provisions substituted for 
them: 

That the silver coins of the United States shall bea trade-dollar, a half dollar or 
fifty-cent. piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-tive-cent piece ; and the weight of the 
trade-dollar shall be 420 grains troy ; the weight of the halt dollar shall be 12 grams 
and one-half of a gram; the quarter dollar and the dime shall be, respectively, one- 
half and one-fifth of the weight of said half dollar; and said coins shall be a legal 


tender, at their nominal value, for any amount not exceeding $5 in any one pay- 
ment. 


It will be observed that instead of 384 as the House had passed it, 
420 grains, eight grains more than the old silver dollar which they 
said was over valued 34 per cent. as it stood at 412, was added to 
make what was called a trade-dollar by the Senate, and the dollar 
of 384 grains passed by the House was wholly ignored. I hold in my 
hand the law which makes provision that the silver coins of the 
United States shall be a trade-dollar and the weight of the trade- 
dollar shall be 420 grains troy. That provision the House never 
saw. That body had passed a bill reducing the value of the standard 
silver dollar from 412 to 384 grains because, if they knew anything 
about it, of its excessive value over gold, as their committee repre- 
sented. The Senate inserted the provision, increased the weight of 
the only dollar allowed eight grains above the old one, and I have 
traced the record from beginning to end this morning in vain to find 
where either House was told of the change or why it was made; I 
may have overlooked it. I think not. The bill was referred to a 
committee of conference; that conference committee reported to their 
respective Houses without a word of explanation in either; the report 
was adopted and the bill passed. No man opened his mouth to ex- 
plain one word of it, and no man, unless previously advised, could 
tell, in my opinion, what that conference report meant. The House 
was never told by one of the conferees. The Senate, of course, was 
presumed to know. Nor was the House informed in any other way 
that I_know, unless some of them got hold of the Senate printed 
bill. They were never told on the floor of the House by anybody that 
the silver dollar of 412 grains, instead of being reduced to 384 be- 
cause of its superior value to gold of 34 per cent., had been in fact 


increased to 420 grains; and the conference report shows that no ex. 
planation was made to the House, and nobody, unless he had taken 
pains to ferret out what the conference report meant, would be likely 
to understand what it did mean. ’ 

That gives a general idea of the way the standard silver dollar was 
stricken from the coinage. What followed? The Revised Statutes 
came next, and every man who remembers the history of the re 
willremember thatevery possible assurance was given by the managers 
of that bill that no change was or should be made by them jn @Xist- 
ing laws. Any provision of those statutes changing existing laws 
was and is a fraud upon the country, whether so intended or not, and 
should be now corrected as we would correct an error or change in 
an enrolled bill. At the first session of the Forty-third Congress th, 
Revised Statutes were brought up, and when they were laid before the 
House the pledge was given in every conceivable form by the men 
who were managing the bill that there should be no change made jy 
the existing law, that no word should be used that could by any pos. 
sibility alter the sense of any existing law, that to the dotting of the 
i and the cossing of the t the sense and the language should be 
retained as far as was consistent with ae proper collection of 
the statutes under proper headings. General BUTLER first laid them 
before the House, and said: 

I desire to premise here that your committee felt it their bounden duty not to 
allow, so far as they could ascertain, any change of the law. This embodies the 
law as itis. The temptation, of course, was very great, where a law seemed to be 
imperfect, to perfect it by the alteration of words or phrases, or to make some 
change. But that temptation has, so far as I know and believe, been resisted, W, 
have not attempted to change the law, in a single word or letter, so as to make 4 
different reading or different sense. All that has been done is to strike out the 
obsolete parts and to condense and consolidate and bring together statutes in par 
materia ; so that you have here, except in so far as it is human to err, the Jaws of 
the United States under which we now live. And it will be necessary, if the bi] 
passes Congress, that it shall pass without any one undertaking to amend the Jay 
as it stands in this revision ; because, once beginning to amend the revision by 
altering the ‘aw trom what it is will lead into an interminable sea, in which we 
shall never tind soundings and which will never find ashore. But if there be any 
omission of any provision of law, the theory of this revision is that that shal! \: 
supplied ; and to that the committee desire to call the attention of the House, 


Judge Poland followed General BUTLER, and said :" 

As my friend from Massachusetts has said, the committee have endeavored : 
have this revision a perfect reflex of the existing national statutes. We felt awar 
that if anything was introduced by way of change into those statutes it would } 
impossible that the thing should ever be carried through the House. In the mul- 
titude of matters that come before Con for consideration, if we undertake to 
perfect and amend the whole body of the national statutes there is an end of any 
expectation that the thing would ever be carried through either House of Con 
gress, and therefore the committee have endeavored to eliminate from this ever 
thing that savors of change in the slightest degree of the existing statutes 

And he elaborated it in every form. I have references here to 
eight or ten different places where on questions by Mr. Maynard, of 
Tennessee, questions by myself, questions by other gentlemen, the; 
all agreed; and in the Senate the same debate was had, all agreeing 
here, as in the House, that no change in any way, so as to alter the 
sense of existing law, was to be made in the Revised Statutes; yet 
what do we find? At page 712 of the Revised Statutes is the is 
tinct provision demonetizing all the silver coins of the United States 
and saying they shall not received for any sum except $ in 
value. We had not in one of the laws previous to that time demou- 
etized the old standard silver dollar. Every outstanding dollar of 
that day was a legal tender for all debts, public and private, for all 
amounts; and when the Revised Statutes said that all silver coinsof 
the United States should be degraded so as to be a legal tender only 
for $5 they changed the law of the land in violation of all the 
pledges of the men in both Houses who had the management of them, 
and reduced the standard dollar of 412} grains to a subsidiary coi 
that could not be tendered to anybody for over $5, when prior to the 
revision, even after the law of February 12, 1873, every outstanding 
silver dollar was a legal tender for all debts, public and private, by 
States, »ple, corporations, Government, everybody. 1 said that 
even if f'shonta again vote to repeal that law to-morrow, a law that 
was put upon the Revised Statutes in direct violation of the pledges 0! 
all the men who were managing them, whether it got there by acci- 
dent or design, I would correct it; I would set aside the fraud, if it were 
a fraud, and correct the mistake, if it were a mistake. I would not 
allow the revision which professed not to change anything to dle- 
stroy all the then existing silver coin of the country. How much 
there was I do not know, but I know that even before 1954, whet 
the silver half dollar and quarter were reduced in value and limited 
in legal-tender quality, we had over $100,000,000 of full legal-tender 
silver coin, and I know that the Government of the United States 
has no way of destroying that money or taking it out of the Trea 
ury except by appropriations made by Congress, and nothing of that 
sort had been done. How much had been melted at the mints 8 
private account I do not know, but I know that this act cme 
tized whatever there was of it, and there was a large amount, be- 
cause this book of Dr. Linderman shows that the very year before tt 
was demonetized, to wit, in 1872,we had coined $1,112,961 of ol. 
dollar pieces of the value of 412} grains, or 371} grains of pure = 
ver, and in the fraction of the year 1873, prior to the demonetiza, 
tion, we had coined $977,150, making very nearly two million > 
silver one-dollar pieces that had been coined from 1872 up to tN 
demonetization in February, 1873. It was in my opinion because } 
was known that silver was flowing into this country from ae 
just as Mr. Casserly had said in the debate; it was because it 
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known that Germany was demonetizing it and that silver was going 
to be cheap and we were going to be able to pay our obligations in a 
coin that would cost us less and was more easily attainable than gold, 
which was held in the hands of a few men and was increasing in 
value and more difficult to procure if the holders of gold, our credit- 
ors and their allies, could only get clear of the silver dollar ; ‘it was 
because of that and to effect that object that the law of 1873 was 
passed, and passed in the way it was; and it was to promote the 
same object that silver was demonetized by the Revised Statutes. 

Dr. Linderman has furnished us a book, and I have said that as long 
as he is at the head of the Mint we shall never have any fair silver 
coinage. I cannot dismiss him; this Senate cannot, but we can pass 
stringent laws and compel him to obey them. In his book he con- 
tradicts himself and shows his hostility to the silver coinage in the 
most unmistakable form. He says, at page 44: | 

| 


The silver dollar had already become obsolete in fact; the law of 1873 merely 
conformed to that fact. 

And yet in the previous year, 1872, and in the year 1873, we had 
coined more than deuble as many silver dollars as we had coined in 
any one year during the whole existence of the Government. I do 
not know anything about the publication of this book. It was laid 
on my desk and I suppose on the desk of every member. 

But I read on: 

This important feature of the coinage act of 1873 had been agreed upon by Con- | 
mress before it became apparent that a serious decline in the value of silver was 
ikely to take place, in consequence of the change from the silver tothe gold stand- | 
ard by the German Empire ; and this change in reality could have had no influence 
in determining the question. 

Observe that the Director of the Mint in his published book tells 
us that this important feature of demonetizing or striking out the 
coinage of the standard silver dollar of 412} grains had been agreed on 
by Congress before it was apparent that a serious decline in the value 
of silver was likely to take place in consequence of the change from the 
silver to the gold standard by the German Empire, and this change 
in reality could have had no influence in determining the question. 

When was this important feature of the coinage act agreed upon? | 


February 12, 1873; never before. Turn to the next chapter of his | 
book. There, forgetting, perhaps, what he had said, he says: 

The following extract from a report made by the author to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, November 19, 1872, at which time the coinage act of 1873 was pending in | 
Congress, shows the grounds on which the coinage of the trade-dollar was author- 
ized by that act. 

He goes on to show what he reported in September, 1872, five 
months before this bill became a law, and he had told us three pages 
before that they agreed on it before they knew there was going to 
be any fall in the price of silver. He tells the Secretary—and that 
no doubt was at the bottom of the movement for a trade-dollar of 
420 grains being substituted for the dollar of 384—what is likely to 
happen. But let me read his own report, which he here quotes: 

Among these causes may be stated the increasing production, its demonetization 
by the German Empire, and continued disuse in this country, except to a limited 
extent as a part of the circulating medium. 

It has also been demonetized by Japan, while in some other countries silver coin 
has been wholly or partially expelled from circulation by paper money, the effect 
of which will be to bring to market as bullion large amounts hitherto used as coin. 
The amount of silver coin in the German Empire at the date of the enactment of 
the recent coinage law, (December, 1+71,) which changed the standard from silver 
to gold, is estimated by competent authority at $350,000,000, being equal to five 
years’ total production of the globe. 

Even if silver should be adopted by Germany for subsidiary coinage, not. more 
than $50,000,000 will be required for that purpose, which will leave $300,000,000, or 
about nine thousand tons, to be disposed of as bullion. A market for this im- 
mense supply of silver can only be found in such of the European states as main- 


tain the single standard of silver or the double standard of gold and silver, and | 
in China and the Indies. 


The facts above stated indicate the gradual but eventually certain adoption of 
the gold standard, and ‘consequent demonetization of silver by all commercial 
countries. Not only is the tendency toadopt gold as the sole standard and measure 
: nn but to use paper money redeemable in gold as the bulk of the circulating 

The true policy of this country under these circumstances is to seek a market in 
China for its silver bullion; and to do this it must be put in form to meet a favor- 
able reception in that empire. 

Five months before the demonetization bill passed he is telling 
the Secretary that the demonetization of Germany will bring silver 
down and we must put it in a shape that it can be used in China; | 
he says it is falling in price, and yet he has the assurance to teil us | 
in a printed book that when Congress passed that law it was before 
it was apparent that a serious decline in the value of silver would 
take place. Five months before it became a law he had warned 
the Secretary of the decline and begged him to make a trade-dollar 
containing eight grains more silver than the old dollar had contained, 
in order to meet the necessary fall. That is the authority that is re- 
lied upon here by distinguished Senators, and we are sought to be | 
silenced by the weight of his authority as being conclusive upon us 
that we ought not to do anything without following the advice of 
the experts, of whom he is called the head. No, sir; I say that book | 


of Dr. Linderman on its face in these two statements shows that it is | 
unworthy of reliance. Of course many of his facts are true; his 
tables are true; his tables are the tables furnished by Mr. Hunter; 
his tables are the tables furnished by Mr. Ingham as far as they 
then went, and are of course entitled to consideration. 

Mr. EATON. If my friend will allow me to ask him a question, I 
Wish to call his attention to the fact that some time ago, in reference 
to another matter which I had in my mind, of great importance, I 


understood him to say that the amount of freights paid by us to 
foreign bottoms in gold was $100,000,000 annually. Will he tell me 
where I may arrive at that conclusion? I had supposed it was about 
$40,000,000. My friend says one hundred millions. I should like the 
data; that is all. I do not wish to interfere with his discussion ; but 
that remark of his had reference to another bill that I have now be- 
fore the Senate, of very great importance to the commerce of the 
country. 

Mr. BECK. I may have stated it too high. I was not thinking 
of nor trying to discuss that question. 

Mr. EATON. It is bad enough at my figures. 

Mr. BECK. My recollection is that in a message to Congress—I 
cannot now think of the date, but afriend suggests that the amount 
I stated was shown in a speech by Mr. Shellabarger, of Ohio—the 
President, General Grant, in deprecating the condition of our com- 
merce, said that we were then paying nearly $80,000,000. That is 
my recollection, and subsequent reports show that it had gone up to 
somewhere about $100,000,000. It may be less, but I will endeavor 
to look it up and furnish the data to the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut. If Iam wrong, I will take it back. 

Mr. EATON. I desired it fot another purpose, not for this discus- 
sion. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to say this in addition, if the Senate will 
bear with me. I have no particular system or order in what I am 


| saying. I have no speech prepared. I did intend to take some 


notice of the remarks that were made the other day when my friend 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWES] and myself had some 


| discussion about the silver bill, and I intended to refer to some other 


things; but I see that I have spoken much longer than I thought I 
would when I rose, and I will let these matters pass for the present. 

I have, Mr. President, in this vague, general way presented the 
reasons that influence me in voting for the restoration of the silver 
dollar with proper guards, giving to the people of the United States 
the benefits of the coinage and the profits which inure from it, hav- 
ing no sort of doubt that in a very few years gold and silver will 


| come together at about the standard they occupied before the law of 


1873 was passed; that with the immense demand for silver in China 
and Japan, and all the Indian and Eastern nations, the use that is 
now made of it all over South America, with the almost certainty in 
my mind that the nations composing the Latin union, France, Switz- 
erland, and others, will again restore silver to their coinage; that 


| England will not be able with a}l her wealth and all her power to 


drive the other nations of the world away from its use which has 
been the coinage of the world from time immemorial, and that it 
will become the interest of our bondholders, and that they will act 
accordingly when they find that the standard silver dollar is to be 
paid to them for the interest on their bonds, to aid us in bringing to- 
gether the two metals and not keepthem apart as now, and that when 
we enable the silver and the paper of the country to take part in 
hearing the burdens of commerce we will thereby reduce gold and 
bring them together, and as the property of the world is rising in 
value, as the property of this country would with reasonable encour- 
agewent to our labor rise more rapidly than that of any other, we 
ought, instead of contracting the currency of the world, seek to add 
to it and keep it up by every means in our power; and as a debtor 
nation especially it behooves us, if we are going to be true to our- 
selves and true to our people, to use every instrumentality we honestly 
and legally can to enable us to pay our debts without reducing the 
value of our property. 

It will be far better for our creditors, because you know, Mr. Pres- 
ident, every Senator knows, that for the last year or two, ever since 
contraction has begun, the values of all property have fallen—fallen 
from a third to a half; that the sheriff is at every man’s door. 
Bankruptcy is staring in the face the honest labor of the country, 
and when you destroy labor you destroy the very source of wealth, 
for in its last analysis it all comes from the sweat of the poor man’s 
face, and the capitalist will find himself after awhile worse off than 
he is now if he determines to stand by and see all industries crushed, 
all labor go unrewarded merely that he may buy the property of the 
debtor for one-half what it would be worth if that debtor had only 
a chance to work; for that is all that the people want, a chance to 
earn their bread, and let the commerce of the country, the industry 
of the country, and the great resources of the greatest country upon 
earth have fair play. I regard the passage of the bill as one of the 
steps necessary to be taken to obtain these results. 

I do not pretend to say that the recoinage of the silver dollar is all 
I want or all that the country needs, but I would restore it to the cur- 
rency as an aid in building up the industries of thecountry. I would 
not force gold payments upon the people in their present condition. 


| I would let them prepare the way for it by trade and commerce. I 


would do away with the great tariff taxation that was put on them 


| to protect a few men and take money out of the pockets of the great 


mass of the people to give it to protected classes. 

I would do all that in me lay by repealing the resumption act, by 
restoring the silver dollar, by receiving legal-tenders at the custom- 
houses, by rearranging the tariff upon a basis of revenue, to bring 
about these results. Until that is done we can have no commerce, 
and without commerce we cannot be a great people. I would dimin- 
ish taxation wherever I could; I would build up the States, North 
and South, and bring them together in fraternal relations again. 
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The creditors of the country as well as the debtors of the country 
will be benefited when these things are done. 
Mr. President, I shall not longer detain the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER,(Mr. Ferry in the chair.) The pend- 
f ing question is on the motion of the Senator from Vermont [Mr, 
MORRILL] to refer the resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEorGE 
M. Apams, its Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1637) to establish 
post-routes in the several States therein named. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill (H. 
R. No. 2142) to authorize and direct the Secretary of State to affix the 
great seal of the United States to a certain document therein stated ; 
in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be 
la to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. SARGENT. Considering the resolution which I submitted 
this morning, I feel called — to object. Ordinarily I would not, 
for I am aware that a great deal of very important work is done in 
committees and that a motion of this kind is often in the interest of 
the business of the Senate; I have sometimes submitted it myself; 
but I should like to have the Senate determine to-morrow morning 
whether it will on the next morning allow the ladies to be heard, 
and themselves to attend here in organized form to listen to their 
presentation of their case. I trust my friend will withdraw his 
motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware moves 
that the Senate adjourn till twelve o’clock on Monday next. The 
question is on that motion. 

Mr. THURMAN. I understand the motion made by the Senator 
from Delaware is not to now adjourn till Monday next, but that 
when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. BAYARD. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion then is that when the 
Senate adjourn it be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. SARGENT. That I object to for the reason I have given, and 
1 trust my friend will withdraw the motion under the circumstances. 
The cireumstances are peculiar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is in order. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have not the least objection to accommodate my- 
self to the wishes of the body. I really thought we should save time 
by an adjournment over. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let me suggest to my friend from California 
that if I understood the gentleman who spoke on the rules this morn- 
ing, and who understands them so well, his motion cannot prevail 
except by unanimous consent. Now, has he the slightest idea that 
he can obtain unanimous consent ? 

Mr. SARGENT. I hope that my gallant friend from Ohio, and the 
other most excellent Senators here, will consent. I think there is a 
general disposition to consent, and I hope the general purpose of the 
Senate will not be defeated by the too rigid determination of one 
Senator. I, at any rate, should like to see the experiment fairly 
tried. Iam aware it can only be done by unanimous consent, because 
it involves the suspension of a rule. I dare say the Senator towhom 
I allude specially will consider the question by to-morrow and deter- 
mine not to stop it. 

Mr. THURMAN. There is but one instance, I believe, in the history 
of this country in which any person has been heard at the bar of the 
Senate, or any number of persons, and that was in the case of a con- 
tested seat where the contest was over the seat of Mr. Gallatin. 
There the Legislature of the State of Ponnsylvania, or at least one 
branch of it, petitioned the Senate asserting that Mr. Gallatin was 
not eligible to be elected to the Senate, and that Legislature appointed 
counsel, and the Senate heard the counsel appointed by the Cootiies 
ture of the State of Pennsylvania and heard counsel on behalf of Mr. 
Gallatin. According tomy recollection, that isthe only instance in the 
history of this country where anybody has been heard at the bar of 
the Senate, and that was the case of a sovereign State asking to be 
heard. 

Now, Mr. President, whatever may be the views of Senators upon 
the question of female suffrage, and however strongly they may ad- 
vocate it, yet is it not apparent that if we once break through the 
uniform usage of the Senate and have petitioners heard at our bar in 
the advocacy of public measures, there will be no end to it? Why, 
Mr. President, there is not a Senator on this floor who would think 
for one moment of hearing a delegation of men at the bar of the 
Senate. It is simply because these are ladies, and for no other 
reason in the wide world. There is not a Senator here who believes, 
not even the Senator from California, asI think, that we should hear 
one single idea, one single fact from those who should discourse to 
us here if we were to open the door for them to do so, that we have 
not already seen in print again and again, and that their brothers on 
this floor are not as competent to advance as are they. 

Mr. President, I, for one, whether it be popular or unpopular, 
whether it cause me to be abused or not to be abused, must set my 
face against it. I cannot consent that the usage of this Senate for 
so long a time shall be broken in upon in this way. 


Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Senator before he sits down wh 
does he say that unanimous consent in this instance is required? 

Mr. THURMAN. I only said so because I understood the Senato 
from Vermont to say so; and on all questions of rules I defer to ond 
to my friend from New York first, to the Senator from Vermo 
and to the Senator who now occupies the chair, [Mr. Ferry 
the Senator from Vermont and the Senator from New York ¢ 
(Laughter. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, as the Senator from Vermon; te 
absent and the Senator from Michigan is not prepared to Speak, | 
venture to continue my inquiry so far as to suggest that the Senator 
from Vermont objected to the consideration a this motion to-day. 
That he had a right to do, because the rule requires that every 
tion must lie over one day on a single objection. He did not, as I 
understood him, mean to imply that unanimous consent was neces. 
sary to this proceeding, and | call attention to Rule 6] in these words: 

No motion to suspend, modify, or amend any rule, or any pa: 
in order, qneegs om one dey's | potion L¥ writing, epecifying precisely the al 

rt pro suspended, modified, or amended, » thereof 
Sey Tain eneepe the eighteenth— ot Pmt Herat 

That relates to the yeas and nays— 
may be suspended without notice by the unanimous consent of the Senate. anj 
the rule proposed to be suspended shall precisely and distinctly be stated. | Ths 
eighteenth rule shall never be suspended under any circumstances whatever, 

If I understand this rule, it provides first that by unanimous cop. 
sent, without notice, the Senate may dispense with any rule, or sus. 
pend it, save only the eighteenth rule ; and without unanimons cop. 
sent, but on one day’s notice, the Senate by a vote may suspend any 
rule except the eighteenth rule. Thisis not my proceeding at all, hut 
I venture to suggest that if the Senator from California has given 
notice or chooses to give notice that on to-morrow morning he vill 
move to suspend the rule that stands in his way, I do not see that 
he will require unanimous consent. 

Mr. EATON. Let me call to the attention of the Senator from 
New York this language of the rule: 

Any rule, except the eighteenth, may be suspended without notice by thy 
unanimous consent of the Senate— : 

It must be by the unanimous consent of the Senate— 
and the rule proposed to be suspended shall precisely and distinctly be stated 
The eighteenth rule shall never be suspended under any circumstances whatever 

Mr. CONKLING. Now if my friend will read above that particn- 
lar provision,—that is the provision for suspending by unanimous 
consent,—he will see : 

= motion to suspend, modify, or amend any rule, or any part thereof shall be ir 
order— 

That is for a vote— 
except on one day's notice in writing, specifying precisely the rule or part propose! 
to be suspended, modified, or amended, and the purpose thereof. 

The Senator will see, I think, that that part of the rule justilied 
me in saying that the Senator from California, if he has offered a 
resolution to-day or shall offer a resolution to-day, which resolution 
is tantamount to notice that on to-morrow morning he will move to 
suspend the rule which stands in the way of the constituents or citi- 
zens in whose behalf the Senator makes this suggestion, he will cer- 
tainly be in order in the morning with that motion, and a mere ma- 
jority vote of the Senate will suspend the rule, and wi'l open the 
doors to these fair and respected petitioners who wish to adiress 
more especially I infer the Senator from Ohio, as he seems to be one 
of those requiring this sort of address. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOA r. President, I desire to ask the Senator from New 
York, who is much more familiar with the rules than I am, whether 
this is an application to suspend the rules at all? As I understood the 
Senator from California, his resolution was that certain petitioner 
be heard by the Senate at the bar. There is no standing rule of the 
Senate against that. 

Mr. CONKLING. [am afraid there is. 

Mr. HOAR. That I should like to inquire about. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to inquire about that too. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that a standing order of the Senate pro- 
hibits the use of the Senate Chamber by anybody but the Senate itse!!, 
as arule; but I am not aware that the ordinary parliamentary right 
of any parliamentary body, however infrequently used, to grant 4 
ans at its bar is prohibited by the rules. If it is, it is by some 
rule which has escaped my hurried search. 

Mr. SARGENT. On page 159 of the Manual there seems to be this 
standing order : 

Resolved, That hereafter the. Senate Chamber shall not be granted for any other 
purpose thar for the use of the Senate. 

The resolution I propose does not conflict with this standing order. 
When the Senator from Vermont this morning referred to a rule 0! 
the Senate I supposed he referred to something besides this standing 
order and which I had not seen and had not in memory, and there- 
fore I presumed upon his statement that there was some contlict be- 
tween the resolution I offered and the rules of the Senate. I must 
say that on such research as I have been able to give since | have 
not found any role that this resolution which I offered would con 
flict with. That which I needed unanimous consent for this morni0é 
was that the Senate proceed to its consideration. The Senator from 
Vermont objected to that and hence it went over. he 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so understands, that t 
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motion made by the Senator from California went over on account 
of the objection, as the rule provides that upon an objection a reso- 

‘ The Chair does not understand that any mo- 
tion is now made to suspend any rule, but on to-morrow it will be in 
order to consider the resolution which the Senator from California 


lution shall go over. 


introduced to-day and which was laid over under objection, 
Mr. HOAR. 
not confined himself to the 


that ever Was made or which ever 


Senators and Representatives, in whose choice he has a part. 


Now, here is a question involving the right to enfranchisement, the 
right to be represented hereafter, of one-half the citizens of the Repub- 


lic,and they cannot be heard,as all other American citizens can, 


through representatives of their choice. They have by concert of 
action throughout all the States of the country selected as well and 


as formally as they could persons to represent their desire and to ad- 


voeate the justice of their claim that they for the future may be 
counted in that ascertaining of the numbers of citizens whose wishes 


are to control this Government which we term popular election and 
which makes up Government by the people. They are as foreigners; 
they have no title to be heard except in the grace or discretion of the 
Senate. Other American citizens are heard and are presumed to be 
heard by the Senators and Representatives in whose selection they 
take part; but this one-half of the entire number can have in any 
constitutional or logical sense no hearing of their views in this mat- 
ter so important to them and so important to the entire Republic 
except in the special mode which they ask the Senate to permit them 
to employ. 

I - not think that in this matter of government the sex which so 
far has engrossed that function has attained to such remarkable suc- 
cess that it should receive very contemptuously any suggestion tend- 
ing to amend the methods that shall be pursued. We are supposed 
to have been on this planet some six thousand years or more, and 
the one clumsiest thing which men can do on the face of the earth, 
the one thing in which there is the most waste, the most friction, the 
most crime, the most blundering, and the most fraud is this one thing 
which consists in governing mankind. The functions of government 
are very few. All that is required of government is to keep people 
trom injuring each other in person and property and to accomplish a 
very few other results, like public education and the making of pub- 
lic ways to which individual effort or private combination is inade- 
quate; and yet you have got all over this planet, with one or two 
exceptions, governments which are admitted to be founded in fraud, 
in injustice, in crime, in tyranny, and exercised for the benefit of the 
few at the expense of the many. 

Weare apt to boast that our own republic is an exception, and yet we 
have just heard from the honorable Senator from Kentucky an elo- 
quent discourse in which he has sought to show that nearly all its 
legislation for the past few years has been directed to a similar end 
and has accomplished in the ruin of a great part of its people a sim- 
ilar result. One of the great parties that divide this country claims 
that the other has cheated a President into office, and the other re- 
torts by claiming that its antagonists have in ways equally objec- 
tionable got their hold on the majority in one branch of the Govern- 
ment and are nearly in a majority in the other. 

Now, it seems to me that a proposition to bring in to the govern- 
ment of mankind the aid of that portion of our citizens who are 
distinguished for purity, for humanity, and for moral sense, is en- 
titled at least to grave consideration, and that their request to be 
heard on that matter by representatives whom they have chosen to 
select, they otherwise being unable to be heard at all, ig entitled, 
when it can be done without detriment to the public business, to the 
iavor and to the assent of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my friend allow me to say a word in reply 
to the Senator from Massachusetts ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Maine yield 
to the Senator from Ohio ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir; but that is the precise thing I rose for. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ah, then I will give way to my friend. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Oh, no. . : 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. This debate is proceeding by unan- 


—_ consent. The question is on adjournment, which is not debat- 
Ne, 


Mr. THURMAN. So I understand. 


Mr. SARGENT. Is the motion pending to adjourn? 
a PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is that when the Senate 
Journs to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 
Mr. CONKLING and Mr. SARGENT. That is debatable. 
Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I never knew before that the 
women of Massachusetts were wholly unrepresented on this floor. 


Mr. President, I trust, as the Senator from Ohio has 
int of order, but has without objection 
discussed the resolution which has gone over, the Senate will permit 
a brief statement in reply. understand that this application rests 
upon a principle which distinguishes it from every other application 
ssibly can be made, in this par- 
ticular: here are citizens of the United States, one-half at least of 
the entire number, who are entirely unrepresented, in any constitu- 
tional sense of that word, in the Congress of the United States. Ev- 
ery other American citizen of lawful age and of proper qualification 
as to residence has the right to vote for members of the State Legis- 
lature and for members of Congress, so that he is represented by 








Until advised by the Senator who has just taken his seat, I really 
thought that he and his colleague represented all the people of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the honorable Senator from Ohio allow me to 
put him a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. Would ke think if he were deprived of the right to 
vote in Ohio that he was represented ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I should think that I was represented as much 
as every minor in the United States is represented on this floor; as 
much as every unnaturalized resident of the United States is repre- 
sented on this floor; as much as every woman in the United States is 
represented on this floor. If the Senator from Massachusetts does 
not represent the women of his Commonwealth, then I am sorry to 
say, with the greatest respect for him and without being in the least 
offensive, that I think he has wholly mistaken his duty. He is their 
representative just as much as if they had the right to vote. He is 
as much bound to consult their welfare, to consult their rights, to 
consult their feelings, to promote their prosperity, as if every one of 
them had voted to seat him in his place. It is a new idea, indeed, 
that nobody is represented but those who have the right to vote. 
That is not a true idea at all. 

One word more. The Senator from Massachusetts speaks of one- 
half the people of this country, that is the female sex in the country, 
and he conveys the idea, whether he intended it or not, that these 
ladies who desire to be heard at the bar of the Senate to-morrow are 
here the chosen representatives of all the women of the United States. 
Sir, I utterly deny it. I utterly deny that they are the representa- 
tives of one-twentieth part of the women of the United States, or 
the one-hundredth part, my friend from Connecticut [Mr. Eaton] 
says. I believe that would be nearer the truth. Where are their 
credentials that constitute them the representatives of the women of 
the United States? I should like to know where they are. They are 
undoubtedly very worthy people. They undoubtedly have brooded 
over their supposed wrongs until it has almost become a mania with 
them to besiege Congress. One of them said, according to the news- 
papers the other day, at a meeting down here at Lincoln Hall, I think 
it was, that they would “ carry the Senate by God.” 

Mr. WADLEIGH. By what? 

Mr. THURMAN. “By God.” Well, perhaps they will, but it will 
be long after some of us old fogies are out of the Senate; it will be 
when younger men shall behere. Idonotthink that we are in any very 
great danger of having the Senate Chamber carried by storm, not 
even by these very worthy ladies who desire us to hear them. Ido 
not wish to be understood as casting the slightest contempt upon 
these ladies or treating them with disrespect. 1 have no such pur- 
pose at all. I can respect them as much as I respect others. At the 
same time I am free to confess that the woman who sits at her fire- 
side and takes care of her children is with me a rather more respect- 
able character than the woman who lays siege to the Senate of the 
United States and threatens to “carry it by God.” [Langhter.] I 
deny that these ladies are the representatives of the women of the 
United States. Therefore the case supposed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, that half the people of the Urited States are here ask- 
ing us to hear them at our bar, is simply in his own imagination. 

fas the Senator from Massachusetts or my friend from California 
ever thought that suffrage belongs to the States, that it is for the 
States to declare who shall be the voters in the States? Your con- 
stitutional amendment itself does not declare who shall be the voters. 
It provides that, if any State shall deprive any person of the right of 
suffrage on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude, 
that State shall lose a certain rate of representation in the House of 
Representatives and in the electoral college; but it does not cram 
the suffrage down the throat of the State, so to speak. Why, sir, 
the very fundamental idea almost of our composite system of gov- 
ernment has been that the right to provide who shall be electors, 
who shall have the right of suffrage, belongs to each State for itself. 
I believe that in the State represented by the Senator who has just 
spoken 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let me suggest to my friend that the fifteenth 
amendment, so far as race, color, and previous condition of servi- 
tude go, does prevent the State absolutely from denying suffrage on 
that account. 

Mr. THURMAN. I understand that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend only spoke of the previous one, which 
limited representation. 

Mr. THURMAN. [stated it correctly. I believe that in the State 
represented by the Senator who has just spoken, the old Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, they have a literary test, and a voter must 
be able to read and write. Isit notso? SoLunderstand. Suppose 
the people who cannot read and write should come here and ask us 
to hear them? Some of them are first-rate stump speakers; I have 
heard them; and I have heard a good preacher, too, an excellent 
preacher, who could not read and write. Suppose they shonld come 
here and ask us to hear them, would the Senator hear them or would 
the Senator say that he does not represent them because they cannot 
vote for him, or will he leave it to Massachusetts to say who shall 
enjoy the right of suffrage in that respect? Will he not do that? 
Will he uot do it with Ohio? Should he not do it with every other 
State? 
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Why, then, shall we undertake by a constitutional amendment to Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senator to withdraw that motion, that J 
override the right which every State has exercised up to this time | may ask the Senate to take up a bill on the table which I think they 
of declaring who shall enjoy the right of suffrage in that State? | may be willing to pass. . 
Why do not these ladies, instead of attempting to “carry the Senate | Mr. SARGENT. I withdraw it. 
by God,” appeal to their States, convince the people of their States, | The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Is there objection? The Chair hear 
and procure an amendment to the State constitution which shall | none. Then the Chair will lay before the Senate a bill from the 
give them the right to vote ‘wae - oe —— that. Let them | House of Representatives. 
begin with Massachusetts. en they get the right to vote in Mas- 
sachusetts, then probably they will get it in ote Caton thereabouts, nad 2 - msi ae Saee weer : 
and then perhaps in some others; and when they get it in a large | | Phe bill (H. R. No, 2142) to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
number of States they may be quite sure they will get it in all; but | State to affix the great seal of the United States to a certain docn- 
until they do that, do not let them be storming the Senate of the | ment therein stated was read at length. It directs the Secretary of 
United States. I say to the Senator from Massachusetts if he be- State to affix the great seal of the United States to the document en- 
lieves that these ladies ought to have the right of suffrage, let him | scutaine 0 tasateiiremmanr™ United States Government at the 
go home and preach it to the people of Massachusetts. Let him get | ins o : 
the people of cciamdes - aaane their constitution and give the | Mr. EDMUNDS. What does that mean? 
women the right to vote, and they will not have any need to come to | Mr. HAMLIN. It will be remembered probably by all Senators 
Congress for help. that during the centennial year a tablet (or they call it by a specitic 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio has expressed a | hame there) was prepared with the names of the several officers of 
notion in regard to what constitutes representation in the sense in | this Government, and it is designed to preserve that in the State De- 
which freemen use that term, which I sapposed had disappeared from | Partmentforanothercentary. This bill, I think I may say, was offered 
this continent when the tories left it at the breaking out of the rev- |!" the other House this morning by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, and 
olutionary war. It was gravely said to our fathers, I think Dr. John- received the unanimous approval of the House. The Secretary of 
son has it in his pamphlet, Taxation No Tyranny, by the tories of | State does not feel that he would be authorized to affix the seal of 
a hundred years ago, that it was of no consequence that the Ameri- the Government to it, as it isnothing which has any connection with 
cans could not vote for members of the House of Commons, or could | the Government, though it is to be deposited in the State Depart- 
not send their representatives across the water, because under the | ment. Chis simply — him the authority todo it. It is now wait- 
original charters both of Virginia and of the New England States | ing to be deposited there. It is therefore desirable that the author- 
they were represented by the representative from Greenwich in the | ty may be Dl I hope the Senate will allow the bill to be po. 
county of Kent. In that tory sense the women of the United States Mr. EDMUNDS. W hose property, may I ask, is this thing 
are represented in Congress, but in no other. It is not a question Mr. HAMLIN. It is the property of individuals, the persons who 
whether the representative considers or feels himself bound to con- | Sot up. aaa ; as Read 
sider the interest of the citizen when he votes. That is not represent- Mr. EDMUNDS. Who is to pay for it when it is deposited in the 
ation; that is government; that is protection; that is care. But Department ? f : 2 : 
representation consists in the power of selecting the agent and the Mr. HAMLIN. That isa question I cannot answer. They make 
power of holding the agent accountable if the representation be not | 2° charge for anything. : F ; 
according to the will of the constituent. | Mr. EDMUNDS. Inasmuch as there is no great public necessity 

The honorable Senator from Ohio has been fearfully shocked by | Tequiring this bill to pass to-night, I think it had better go to the 
the emphasis which he says somebody somewhere added to a decla- | Committee on Foreign Relations to consider the question. If this is 
ration of a purpose to convince the Senate in time of the justice of | t be the foundation of a*claim, then we ought to know what the 
this claim. ‘The honorable Senator has sat here some ten years and | Value of the thing is that we are getting. I do not know but that it 
never of course heard such an expression as that from any of his male | Ought to be paid for. I have nothing to say about that. I think it 
associates in the public councils! If he had, the zeal which he has | had better be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations that 
manifested in repeating it here would of course have led him at once has connection with the State Department. — 
to make known his horror and disgust at such an addition to the | The bill was read the second time by its title, and referred to the 
discourse. Committee on Foreign Relations. 

ae — "~ oe ae ont = na me a paeee on of = | WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

children by the fireside is entitled in his judgment to quite as much a ~ wh ; : : a Pe 
respect as she who besieges the doors of the Senate Comaber asking Pm SARGENT. I renew my motion that the Senate do now ai- 
for what she deems her rights, and I think the honorable Senator : y : ‘ A —— 
from Ohio is quite right. She is as attractive, and I am prepared to | are + a = think aeeee ae -_ _— ees 
concede more attractive to most of us, when engaged in that employ- aa ace fr so ‘alif a at te SE, Se Reon eS 
ment; but the question is whether the woman who sits by her fire- | * ‘Th PRESIDING OFFICER. Ne it 1 Losity 

side taking care of her children shall have her vote counted in regard Mr. THURMAN Priority oa che — y: 

to the matters of public importance and of government in which she i .: SaRRrirennG’s fxSiammerena 7 ay arene 
as a mother of children has a larger stake than can be possibly had f ng center ye — ~ ee nes. — og 
by anybody else under the Government. Ninety-six per cent. of the Mond - See The Se os mp Cc jifor ge nome on tl esa 
teachers of Massachusetts, if I have not forgotten the number—there- | 4 nn “io : ‘bie h he ses 3 oe apeven. wae om aie 
abouts, at any rate—are women; and can the Senator from Ohio tell “a iam which has priority. © question is on the mowe 
me any good reason why those 96 per cent. of the teachers, who Tm”, | . . os Seti iia 
exercise the highest function de society, should not at least Sn” aaa was not agreed to; there being on a division—ayes *), 
have their votes counted in determining the policy which governs > NDS . at . 

and manages the common schools of his State A of mine? Ts it not ey se weg I move that the Senate now adjourn to Monday 
fair that the woman as she sits by her fireside caring for her children . SARAQENT 7 : ; 

should have her vote counted in determining whether the husband renege ; I ask for - fe -_ as & il tosis 
and the father of those children, whether those children themselves 10 - as: ‘on fallen ae ee ae ee : 

as they grow up, shall be exposed to the temptations which are now EE YEAS—10 
oe - tolerated by government, which will lead to their de- Booth, Conkling, Geren. ieee, 


aires = Butler, Eaton, Hamlin, 
I do not understand that it is the opinion of anybody who seeks | Christiancy, Edmunds, Lamar, 


thischange in our social and constitutional arrangements that woman NAYS—33 
should be polluted, or even that she would not be polluted, by ad-| , 1... , aes : 

hae . ; : f 7 nthony, Dawes, Kirkwood, Sargent, 
mitting her to a share in elections and in governments as they are at | Railey. © Eustis, McDonald, Saulsbury, 
oa conducted. Ido not think any woman wants to go or any- | Bayard, Ferry, McPherson, Saunders, 
yody wants to send her to cast her vote in the city of New York oe ened oe eee 
through a hole in the shutter of a beer shop, any more than formerly, | A™Bce ; eretord, =e, roe 
when it was claimed that she should be wdmitted to be the social aT awn, al sorene, oa 
companion of man, it was expected that she should take part in the | Coke, Howe, Randolph, 
riot and in the debauch with which the pleasures of the table were | Davisof W.Va. Kernan, Rollins, 
invariably accompanied in the time of our ancestors. When woman ABSENT—33. 
was admitted to share in the meal and the feast, it was by purifying | Anison. Dennis, McCreery, 
the institution, not by degrading her; and so when in ascertaining the | Armstrong, Dorsey, McMillan, 
sense of this Government and of this people in matters of education, | Barnum, Garland, Maxey, 
in matters of moral reform, in matters of social legislation, it is pro- —_ de — | nee 
posed to count her vote, it is proposed also that the method of count- | Cameron'of Pa. Jo nston, Oglesby, 
ing the vote shall be so purified and elevated that her vote can be Cuatioe, Jones of Florida, a. 
counted without injury to her and to the great advantage of the State. | Conover, : ao Sonn a 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware has | Dis of Uinois, Kellogg, ae 
moved that when the Senate adjourn it be to meet on Monday next. So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate do now adjourn ; but be 
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fore making the motion I yield to the Senator from New Jersey. The 
senator, 1 believe, desires the floor for to-morrow. ; 
Mr. RANDOLPH. It is my desire to speak to the silver question 
either this evening or to-morrow. I yield, of course, to the wish of 
the Senate. ; - + : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senate, as far as heard from, have just re- 
fused two motions to adjourn, and no other business has intervened 
vet, so that, unless we have got some other new rules, another mo- | 
tion to adjourn would har“ y do just now ; but that is nothing to | 
me, What I was going to say was this: it is stated by the Senator 
from Massachusetts that the persons who wish to be heard at the bar 
of the Senate wish to have knowledge of whether they can be heard 
at the bar of the Senate or not as early as possible on account of ’ sit 
their own convenience. Therefore, if it is agreeable to the Senator I believe everybody aiter it was over was satisfied that the ex- 
from California and to every other Senator—because I would not | treme delicacy of Senators, their extreme desire to please the ladies, 
withdraw my desire to have it go over if there is any other Senator (which is what is the matter with. all of us,) led them to commit a 
that wishes not to have it considered now—I will withdraw my re- | mistake even in that respect and for that object, and nobody has 
quest to have the resolution that he offered go over until to-morrow | ever made the attempt again until now. 
in order that the Senate may act upon it now; but if any other Sen- But this goes to the simple proposition of declaring that any re- 
ator would have asked the same postponement, of course I will not | spectable body of citizens of the United States, as these persons are, 
withdraw my objection, because it would not be right todoso.  —| who have a matter of public importance as this is, and as tbe tariff 

Mr. SARGENT. I think no Senator will object to our proceeding | 


| is, and as almost all your public legislation is, which they wish to 
with the resolution. I presume it will not lead to lengthy debate. | urge upon the attention of Congress, ought to be received at the bar 


I do not wish to debate it myself. Perhaps it mightas well be taken | of this body to argue the case. That is the proposition. I do think, 
up and disposed of. | if Senators reflect a little, they will believe that, without any want 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the present | of generosity or kindness to these ladies, but treating them in re- 
consideration of the resolution presented by the Senator from Cali- 


spect of a business matter just as everybody else is and ought to be 
fornia this morning? The Chair hears none. It is before the Sen- | treated, we shall be able to say “‘no” without our motives being mis- 
ate and will be read. [A pause. ] | understood. 


Mr. BAYARD. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. Mr. HOWE. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state that the reso- 
lution has gone to the Printer to be printed and is not in the hands 





So that that method of avoiding the rule in one of its particulars, 
and of having these public discussions of matters which were sup- 
| posed to enter into legislation in this Chamber interfering more or 
less, as they always must, even in the Chamber itself when the Sen- 
| ate is not here, with the transaction of the duties that Senators have 
to perform, was put astop to. One single exception since that time 
has occurred of the use of the Chamber of an evening, and it oc- 
curred for exactly the same reason that this will occur, if it is done ; 
it was because a lady made the application, and after four or five 
days of see-sawing about it a resolution was finally passed granting 
to this lady, who came with special claims, as it was said, the right 
to deliver a lecture upon some topic—I have forgotten what—in this 
Chamber of an evening when the Senate was not sitting. 


























































































































Mr. President, I have been brought up to deny no 
request made of me by a lady, and Ido not remember that I ever 
did deny one, but I am bound to confess that no such request as this 
of the Secretary. was ever made of me before, and when I received my instruction | 
Mr. EDMUNDS, (to Mr. SARGENT.) Draw another. do not think it was anticipated that such a request ever would be 
Mr. SARGENT. The resolution provided that at a session of the preferred. It is that a session of the Senate be held—that we hold 
Senate, to be assigned by the Senate, persons selected by the ladies | daily—at which session persons who under our rules are not admitted to 
in this city in favor of woman suffrage be allowed to be heard before | the floor shall be admitted to the floor and shall have the floorand shall 
the Senate; and my intention was to limit the time of hearing to | have to the exclusion of all Senators upon the floor the right to 
two hours. The Senator from Vermont sotto voce objects. If he de- | be recognized by the Chair, and to address the Senate upon some 
sires the time to be extended beyond that, I shall erfdeavor to comply | subject. I have nothing to say about the importance or gravity of 
with his wishes. the subject upon which they propose to speak, except this, that lam 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object. not prepared to believe that it is the most momentous or absorbing 
Mr. SARGENT. I thought two hours would be as long as would 




























































































| question which could be started or can engage the attention of the 

be necessary to present compactly the arguments of these persons. | Senate; and therefore I see nothing in the character of the topic to 

That is the resolution, and it was drawn with a view tothe standing | be discussed which should justify this momentous innovation upon 
resolution of the Senate to be found on page 159 of the Manual. the usages of the Senate. : 

Resolved, That hereafter the Senate Chamber shall not be granted for any other And OW, a6 to the character of those who prefer this request. 

purpose than for the use of the Senate. : There is no word of commendation or of respect, or of admiration 











: , even, that any one might use toward those persons that I would not 
This resolution contemplates a use of the Chamber by the Senate pg found in accord with; but, after all, there is no man, I take it, in 
to be during its session. I suppose the reporter has in his notes the | the universe that could prefer such a request as this with the slight- 
original resolution drawn with some care. I would not like to draw est chance of its being granted. I suppose there is not upon the face 
it up again at my desk hastily. . of the globe that individual in breeches so exalted, so large, so cul- 
Mr. EDMUNDS. We get the substance of the idea. I do not tivated as that the Senate woul: vote an invitation to him to come 
think it is necessary to have it present. The simple proposition is jy here and address it upon any subject whatever. 
just what it was this morning; and that is that, contrary to the uni- Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question ? 
versal practice of the Senate, which has had no exception, I believe, oes he not remember the case when the Senate proceeded in a body, 
and which stood in the rules until the present occupant of the chair with its officers at its head, to the House of Representatives, and 
left it out in his last report, as I have just discovered, by the old | there, in the presence of the House of Represeftatives, listened to a 
nineteenth rule which stood from 1792 or 1789 until 1877 it was Japanese ambassador who told us about the land of the sunrise and 
declared that under no circumstances should any person be admitted | the land of the sunset and the necessity of intimate commercial re- 
to the bar of the Senate for the purpose of presenting any petition | Jations between the two countries, and other things of that char- 
or memorial, or any other thing, or having it read. The substance, acter? Is there any difference in principle for the Senate to sit here 
of course, of that was that private persons are not to be heard at the and listen to that individual or proceed to the House and listen to 
bar of the Senate or participate in its proceedings except when it is the same individual? Is there any difference in principle between 
sitting as a court in the trial of impeachment, which is a different | jistening to him and listening to a number of respectable citizens of 
thing. That was the substance. It was supposed to be founded upon America who ask to discuss something more important to them than 
principles of substantial propriety, and was not obnoxious, as the eyen commerce ? 
present Constitution of the United States is said to be, to any charge Mr. HOWE. No, Mr President, as 2 matter of fact, I did not re- 
of inequality. It did not say that ladies should not be admitted, member the instance to which the Senator from California alludes. 
and provide that men might be; but it said that nobody should; Mr. SARGENT. Does he not now? 
and then, in order to get the attention of the Senate to such matters Mr. HOWE. Ido not now. 
of public concern as various citizens would have in charge, they Mr. SARGENT. The Japanese ambassador. 
used to get around that by applying for the use of the Senate Cham- Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator refer to the Journal and see 
ber. That got to be a great nuisance, because you must have fair exactly what order appears on the Journal about it? 
play in all such things; if you give it to the highest and best and Mr. SARGENT. I only remember that I was a member of the 
most noble in the land, as for aught I know these ladies are, then | f[ouse at that time, and I saw the Senator from Vermont, the Sena- 
you must give it to the humblest and the least, anybody who comes tor from Wisconsin, and other grave Senators, preceded by the then 
ina respectful way, to be heard upon any subject. You may give it Vice-President of the United States, who came and stood in the 
to the rum-seller; you may give it to that class of people who be- aisles of the House, which was at the time crowded, and listened to 
lieve there ought to be universal free-trade in liquor, and that Con- | the eloquence of the Japanese ambassador as it was translated in 
gress ought to provide for it; you may give it to anybody whom you 











































































































































































































; their hearing. 

Suppose to be in earnest in any legislation that he desires; and if Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator is vastly mistaken as to me. 
you are just, if you do it unto these you will do it unto tfem. That Mr. ANTHONY. A Japanese king it was, 

got to be such a nuisance that in the Thirtieth Congress—if I can Mr. EDMUNDS. [ was not there. 

read this fine print correct’: —this order was made : 











Mr. HOWE. I was misled as to the instance to which the Senator 

upon publi h 1 1 referred by what I conceived was his misstatement. Prompted by 
ic occasions, the Senate, in granti the last application of this sort, ge emen aly . ; »mus » referring 2 Occasi she 

Passed the following resolution g PI 118 80 gentlemen about me I think he must be referring to the occasion when 


“ Resolved, That hereafter the Senate Chamber shall not be cranted forany other ‘the King of the Sandwich Islands had audience in the House of Rep- 
purpose than for the use of the Senate.” ™ ; resentatives. 


Frequent applications having n made Jor the use of the Senate Chamber 
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Mr. SARGENT. Oh, no; my recollection, I think, is entirely distinct 
that at the time Iwakura was here the Senate attended the House in 
a body and received him. I will ask him, however, to think of the 
case when the Senate went to the House and listened to eulogies on 
Professor Morse, pronounced by persons not members of the Senate, 
and wentin its organized capacity. I would then repeat my question, 
if there is any difference in principle between going and listening to 
eulegies on a dead inventor by persons who had no connection with 
Congress whatever and listening to those who have no connection 
with Congress address us upon a matter so vital to themselves as they 
think this is? 

Mr. DAWES. I remember the Burlingame commission here that 
appeared in the House of Representatives with the Chinese represent- 
atives. I do not know whether the Senate adjourned to go there or 
not, but I was one of the Representatives there present and saw sev- 
eral Senators. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think the precedents will be found quite numer- 
ous, if the Senators will only tax their memories. 

Mr. HOWE. A great many incidents undoubtedly may be detailed 
here of one kind or another, but I have heard yet of no incident 
which seems to me to be a parallel to that we are now discussing. 
If the House of Representatives or any church or any hall in the 
city of Washington is thrown open to the addresses of anybody, I 
have no sort of objection to the Senate adjourning and just as many 
of them as please attending on that occasion, and undoubtedly I 
should be very glad to attend often myself. But this is a question 
of holding a solemn session of the Senate to listen to a speech or a 
series of speeches. To what good, I ask, to what possible good? 
We are not to hear testimony; we are to hear oratory; and if any 
good comes of it it is because it will be oratory of that class which 
will take the Senate off from its feet or on to its feet and awaken in 
it a jadgment which is now supposed to be dormant in the members 
of the Senate. I think the enterprise rather a rash one on the part 
of the movers of it. Undoubtedly they could tell us or tell a com- 
mittee of this body a great many things which we do not know, but 
not in the form of aspeech. If they mean to inform the Senate, it 
seems to me the better way is that they should come to the Senate 
through the inquiries of a committee, as all the rest of the world 
come to the Senate; and therefore, Mr. President, having no express 
instructions upon this point, I shall have to vote against this propo- 
sition this evening, if | am compelled to vote upon it, before I can 
consult further. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will now report the 
resolution as it has been modified. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

Whereas thousands of women of the United States have petitioned Congress 
for an amendment to the Constitution allowing women the right of suffrage; and 

W hereas many of the representative women of the country favoring such amend- 
ment are present in the city and have requested to be heard before the Senate in 
advocacy of said amendment: 

Resolved, That ata session of the Senate to be held on Saturday next said repre- 
sentative women, or such of them as may be designated for that purpose, may be 
heard before the Senate, but for two hours only. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
resolution. 

Mr. SARGENT. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SARGENT. I wish to say that this “assault” upon the Senate, 
in the pleasant language of my friend from Ohio, may be somewhat 
unusual. I dare say the Senate will resist it, successfully perhaps 
for itself, but I predict that this is only the first of a series of such 
assaults upon legislative vodies, not only upon the Senate but upon 
the House of Representatives and upon the Legislatures of the vari- 
ous States. This movement is getting to be very troublesome. I 
am aware of it. It distucbs grave Senators in their deliberations; it 
obtrades unpleasant impvessions perhaps on their minds, and it con- 
fronts them with a foe whom they do not like to fight and yet can- 
not easily escape. All this is quite unpleasant. My friend from Ohio 
says the “old fogies ” hold the fort here, afd that these assaults can- 
not be successful as long as they thus hold their positions. Well, sir, 
this movement will not stop until they are out of their positions, 
until men imbued with the spirit of this movement come forward, 
until he himself and those whom he associates with him under that 
designation, which I would not think of using myself, either change 
their views or give place to those who do believe in a reform of this 
character. 

I believe in yielding to any request of women, ladies—any request 
that they may make involving merely policy. Unless I am satisfied 
that that which they ask is wrong, I will ield to their desire. It isa 
mere question of policy whether we shall hear them asaSenate. But 
beyond the question of policy is that of right, and the recognition of 
that is growing in the country, and this movement is spreading. It 
will be more and more troublesome year by year. It is more t a 
question of taste. It may have its eccentricities and will cause dis- 
agreeable surprises to its opponents. All such movements do. The 
more it is resisted the more uncomfortable it will make its adversa- 
ries. Itnow asks to be heard by the Senate. You may refuse it now ; 
the time will come when you will hear it, or your successors will, an 
grant its prayers. 




















































We are told that the regulation of suffrage belongs to the States, 
and that these women should appeal to the States. “They have that 


right, undoubtedly, but they have the right to appeal also to the 
nation. The Constitution puts in our hands the power to submit to 
the States this and all kindred questions. Congress has heretofore 
effectually exercised that power. Suppose the negro had been pa. 
manded to the several States; how many years of fruitless labor 
would have been entailed on him? Shall we treat the women of 
America worse than the negro? Shall we deny to them the consti. 
tutional remedy that we gave to him? Our precedents justify their 
appeal to the American Congress. Surely we are not afraid to syb. 
mit this question to the people. Whether we are or are not we cap. 
not logically say to these women we have not the power to submit 
an amendment recognizing their right to suffrage, for we have 
exercised heretofore similar powers; and we cannot insist on the 
impropriety of their asking us to exercise the power, for we haye 
granted such a request when made on behalf of others. 

The Senator from Ohio says that these ladies whom it is proposed 
shall address the Senate represent nobody; they have no following 
no constituents. He says they do not represent one-twentieth of the 
women in the United States. Another Senator chimes in and says, 
sotto voce, ““ No, not one-fiftieth ;” and one still more strong in his 
opinion of the matter says, “No, not one-hundredth.” I think this js 
an utter mistake. It is a mistake in the first place in saying that 
these women represent nobody except themselves. They are here as 
delegates from State conventions held in all the States from which 
they come, from Oregon to Massachusetts. 

I have met delegates regularly appointed, as I understand, from 
southern States. I know they are here from various States and claim- 
ing to represent State conventions assembled, which gave them cre- 
dentials. What constitutes a representative capacity? Can a rep- 
repsentative capacity only exist after they shall have “stormed the 
Senate” and House and the occupant of the White House and got 
legislation authorizing them to meet in State conventions and 
appoint delegates? If that is necessary in order that they may have 
a representative capacity to be delegates from somebody, of course 
they are not thus qualified at the present moment. 

But they do represent an earnest, deep-seated feeling and move- 
ment in the various States of the country, and I call your attention 
to the significant fact that away in Colorado where the question was 
discussed pro and con, where there was a large population which on 
account of its peéuliar ideas in religion and its peculiar education 
was naturally opposed to any such movement—I refer to the Spanish 
population—that under most adverse circumstances perhaps, and 
in a remote State, they got over one-third of the votes which were 
cast upon the constitutional provision submitted for decision. In 
some of the towns in Colorado they received a majority of the votes, 
towns occupied by men of a different class to that to which I have 
referred, intelligent wiite people with their families, surrounded by 
the most wholesome influences. In some of those towns they re- 
ceived a considerable majority of the votes that were cast at the 
election. In any State where the question can be tried there would be 
a similar or better result. Our “old fogies” are asleep and not 
noting the signs of the times. Talk about these women represent- 
ing nobody! Let us look farther East. 

n Kansas woman suffrage obtained as many votes as did negro 
suffrage when it was submitted, although it had no political organ- 
ization to support it and no press to advocate it, while negro suf- 
frage had at its back the republican party and press of the State, 
with offices and other favors to bestow. Have these women no con- 
stituency? Do they represent no one in the State of Michigan where 
forty thousand men voted for woman suffrage? It cannot be denied 
that these voters were among the best, the most moral voters of the 
State. Few recruits for such a cause will be drawn from the grog- 
shop or dens of vice. In Minnesota women enjoy the right of sul- 
frage on school matters. In two of the organized Territories they 
have it on all matters. Thousands of women hold offices under the 
national and State governments, all innovators in American poli- 
tics. In every legislative body where the question has been mooted 
a respectable vote has been of late given for it. When John Stuart 
Mill, in 1867, first proposed an extension of suffrage to women in the 
British Parliament, and supported it in a speech of great power, bis 
motion received 73 votes against 196, a correspondent of the Tribune 
said of this vote: 

Some of the greatest intellects in Parliament, and nearly all the young men on 
whom the future of England oak, made an honorable record on this great 
question, Among them were Hughes, Standstield, Taylor, Lord Amberly, 04 
—, Mr. Denman, Mr. Fawcett, the O'Donoghue, and the sturdy old Koman 

atholic, Sir George Bowyer. 

Such names and such a record show intrinsic merit in the move- 
ment, and demonstrate that its success is only a qnestion of time. 
Why, sir, this Senate was divided upon the question a few years 43°, 
and there were nineteen Senators who after exhaustive debate re 
corded their votes in favor of a proposition that in a new Territory 
proposed tg be organized citizens of the United States should not be 
denied the right to vote on account of sex. There were several pairs 
announced on that occasion, which showed that the strength ot the 
affirmative vote was really twenty-three. The Senate gave over 4 
third of its vote in favor of tge proposition. The change of a very 
few votes would have made a majority, and carried that propositio® 
right here in the Senate. 

. EDMUNDS. May I appeal—— 
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Mr. SARGENT. Inamoment. Right here in the Senate, held by 
the “old fogies,” says ny friend from Ohio, and which these women 
he has referred to attempt to “ storin,” it was almost stormed on that 
occasion and their cause was nearly indorsed. I will listen to my 

j ow. 
friend DMUNDS. I was going to appeal to my friend, as it is late, 
on this simple point. Supposing him to be perfectly right, the use 
of the Senate Chamber would not be necessary because we should 
all be for it; but aside from that I submit to him whether we ought 
to go into the merits of this question en the point of giving them 
the use of the Hall, because I have different opinions from what my 
friend has, and I should like to occupy a considerable time on the 
main question. I merely make that appeal to him to Jet us vote. 

Mr. SARGENT. The Senator’s suggestion is perfectly proper, and 
I believe I promised that I would not take up much time of the 
Senate in discussing this matter, and I will not do it, especially as I 
am indebted to the courtesy of Senators for unanimous consent that 
it may be considered. I give way that the vote may be taken; only 
I would like to have the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EATON. A word only. My friend says that they will come 
here year after year and storm the Senate. They have tried to storm 
the legislative bodies of the various States. I want to relate a little 
anecdote. In 1873 this matter was brought before the Legislature of 
Connecticut. I happened to be then a member of the lower house of 
the General Assembly. One of the brightest women in my State 
came to my house one afternoon and asked: “Mr. Eaton, are you 
going to make a speech on the woman's rights question?’ “No, I 
am not.” “Will you make one for me?” “Give me your text, and 
I will.” “Well,” said she, “say to the General Assembly this, that 
one woman in the State of Connecticut asks the Legislature not to 
grant this power to the females of the State. I ask it because I 
might be compelled to dishonor and degrade myself in order to pro- 
tect my own property.” I made just that speech to that body of two 
hundred and forty members, and if my recollection serves me, there 
were two men out of the two hundred and forty who voted for it. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to ask my friend if he does not 
remember that when the Declaration of Independence was adopted 
there were a class of men, undoubtedly honorable in their instincts, 
who thought that they should preserve the old loyalty to the King 
of Great Britain ; that they could not under any circumstances share 
in the feeling in favor of the independence of the colonies; and be- 
cause here and there a man should have got up and said, ‘I maintain 
my loyalty to my king; Ido not think these colonies labor under 
oppression, and I shall degrade myself if 1 throw away this loyalty, 
this fealty which I owe to my king,” were therefore the colonies not 
to press forward to a higher liberty? 

Mr. EATON. I would simply answer my friend. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If the Senator will yield, I will move that the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. EATON. I simply want to answer my friend by saying that 
not being an old fogy I cannot remember that; perhaps the Senator 
from Ohio can. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COCKRELL. I shall move to adjourn unless we can have the 
vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and nays have been or- 
dered on the resolution. The Secretary will proceed to call the roll. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 13, nays 
31, as follows: 


YEAS—13. 
Anthony, Dawes, Matthews, Sargent, 
Bruce, Ferry, Mitchell, Saunders, 
Burnside, Hoar, Rollins, Teller. 
Cameron of Wis., 
NAYS—31. 
Bailey, Conkling, Hereford, McPherson 
Bayard, Davis or W. Va., Hill, Morgan, 
Beck, Eaton, Howe, Plamb, 
Booth, Edmunds, Kernan, Randolph, 
Sutler, Eustis, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, 
Christiancy, Grover, Lamar, Thurman, 
Cockrell, Hamlin, McVonald, Wadleigh. 
Coke, Harris, McMillan, 
NOT VOTING—32. 
Allison, Dennis, Kellogg, Ransom, 
Armstrong, Dorsey, McCreery, Sharon, 
Barnum, Garland, Maxey, Spencer, 
Blaine, Gordon, Merrimon, oorhees, 
Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, Morrill, Ww , 
Chaffee, Johnston, Oglesby, Whyte, 
Conover, : Jenes of Florida, Paddock, Windom, 
Davisof Illinois, Jonesof Nevada, Patterson, Withers. 


So the resolution was rejected. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to renew the motion, my friend from New 
Jersey having the floor, that we now adjourn until Monday. I made 
it before not to get rid of this resolution but because I thought more 


good could be done to the public service by doing some committee 
work than by sitting to-morrow. 


Mr. RANDOLPH. I certainly have no desire to have the Senate 
ineet to-morrow for the mere purpose of hearing me make a dry and 


uninteresting speech. I have said to my friends on this side of the | 


Chamber that I am pe 








the subject will last a good deal longer than the next and the suc- 
ceeding weck. I have no objection to the motion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I move that the Senate now adjourn until 
Monday. 

Mr. BAYARD. May I suggest to the honorable Senator from Ver- 
mont—the matter has been somewhat discussed on this side of the 
Chamber—that the votes which were cast against the resolation to 
adjourn until Monday next were so cast in order that the Senator 
from New Jersey should be allowed to make his remarks to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If he wishes to do so, I shall withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I cannot permit the matter to stand in this 
form. It is substantially that the Senate shall meet to-morrow for 
the purpose of permitting me to make a speech. I cannot consent 
to that. I withdraw personally every objection to the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. After what the Senator from New Jersey has 
said, I will make the motion. He will certainly havean opportunity 
when he returns to be heard on one branch of the silver subject, 
or 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont 
that the Senate now adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. BECK. On that I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If it is the desire on the other side of the Cham- 
ber to have atest vote about it, I will certainly withdraw the motion. 
They can control it. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I beg the Senator from Kentucky to withdraw 
his objection. I trust the motion of the Senator from Vermont will 
prevail. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then nobody objects, I take it. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. It would embarrass me exceedingly under all 
the circumstances to have the Senate meet te-morrow, after what 
has been said. Let them meet at the ordinary time, which will be on 
Monday next, I presume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Kentucky 


moves 


call for the yeas and nays? 


Mr. RANDOLPH. I hope not. 
Mr. BECK. The reason I called for the yeas and nays was simply 
this: the Senator from New Jersey said he would be obliged to be 


away next week, and while he yielded I thought he was under a 


pressure that ought not to be put upon him. I withdraw my call. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont moves 
that the Senate now adjourn until Monday next at twelve o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at four o’clock and fifty minutes 
p- m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday next, the 14th instant. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, January 10, 1378. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON. 
CALL OF THE ROLL. 


Tbe SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the roll to be called, to dis- 
cover whether a quorum of members is present. 

The roll was then called, and the following members failed to 
answer to their names: 

Messrs. Aiken, Bacon, William H. Baker, Ballou, Beebe, Bell, Ben- 
edict, Bland, Bliss, Boone, Bridges, Butler, John W. Caldwell, Camp, 
Carlisle, Claflin, Alvah A. Clark, Collins, Crapo, Culberson, Cum- 
mings, Darrall, Davidson, Dibrell, Douglas, James L. Evans, John H. 
Evins, Ewing, Freeman, Garth, Gause, Gibson, Hanna, Harmer, Har- 
rison, Hiscock, Hooker, Killinger, Knott, Ligon, Lockwood, Loring, 
Mayham, Money, Morgan, Morse, Muller, O’Neill, Peddie, Potter, 
Pound, Pridemore, Quinn, Rainey, Reilly, Americus V. Rice, Robert- 
son, Milton 8. Robinson, Sayler, Sexton, Shelley, Sinnickson, Slemons, 
Smalls, William E. Smith, Starin, Steele, Stewart, Swann, Thorn- 
burgh, Tipton, Waddell, Walker, Walsh, Warner, Watson, Welch, 
Harry White, Alpheus 8. Williams, Andrew Williams, Albert 8. Willis, 
Benjamin A. Willis. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. SCALES said: Mr. Speaker, I desire to state that my col- 
league, Mr. STEELE, is detained at home by reason of illness. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. 
BELL, is detained at his room by illness. 

Mr. McKENZIE. My colleague, Mr. WILLIs, is detained at home 
by sickness. 

Mr. HERBERT. My colleague, Mr. SHELLEY, is detained at home 
by reason of sickness in his family. 

Mr. BANNING. I desire to announce that Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mich- 
igan, is detained at his room in the city by sickness. 

Mr. DURHAM. My colleague, Mr. CARLISLE, is detained from the 
House by reason of important business. 

The SPEAKER. Twohundred and five members having answered 


rfectly willing to let the matter go over until | to their names, more than a quorum, the Journal of December 15, 


next week. I shall be absent next week of necessity, but I suppose | 1877, will now be read. 
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READING OF THE JOURNAL. 


The Journal was then read. 

Mr. HENDEE. I ask that the Recorp may be corrected so as to 
agree with the Journal, if I rightly heard the Journal. Just before 
the adjournment I offered a resolution to pay C. C. Buckner for his 
services as doorkeeper. The RECORD shows it to have been passed. 
It was referred to the Committee of Accounts. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal is correct, showing it to be referred 
to the Committee of Accounts. The RECORD will be corrected. 

The Journal was then approved. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

The SPEAKER. The business in order is the resolution offered by 
the gentleman from New York,[Mr. Woop.] On motion of the gen- 
tleman from Texas, [Mr. MILLs,] the resolution was postponed until 
to-day immediately after the reading of the Journal. The resolu- 
tion as reported from the Committee of Ways and Means will be 
read. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to ask unanimous consent to submit u 
resolution before proceeding to the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. WOOD. Let the resolution be read. 

The SPEAKER. It will be read, after which the Chair will ask 
for objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas petitions are about to be presented to this House from many thousand 
citizens from thirty-five States of the Union, asking the adoption of an amend- 
ment to the Conetitation which shall prohibit the several States from disfran- 
chising United States citizens on account of sex: Therefore, 

Be it ordered, That a session of the House shall be held on Saturday, the 12th in- 
stant, at which representative womén, chosen by these petitioners and now in the 
city, may be heard at the bar of the House in support of the same. 

Mr. TUCKER and Mr. CRITTENDEN objected. 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask the gentlemen to withdraw objection so far 
as to allow me to say a word. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I withdraw my objection so far. 

Mr. WOOD. How long? 

Mr.KELLEY. Very briefly. Ihave noelaborateremarks to make. 
I desire simply to bring to the attention of the House that these 
petitioners are here, largely delegated by citizens of both sexes from 
thirty-five States of the Union, asking this House to initiate a pro- 
ceeding which it cannot consummate, which it can only submit to 
the people of the several States, to wit, a constitutional amendment, 
and that, as it has on former occasions heard strangers to the body 
of the floor, it may in vindication of the right of petition hear a 
limited number of these women on Saturday, a day when probably 
there will otherwise be no session, to state the grounds of what they 
believe to be a constitutional hardship, a deprivation of the rights 
which pertain to them as intelligent individuals, many of whom are 
large taxpayers. That is all Ican say at this time under the restraints 
indicated by gentlemen of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the introduction of the res- 
olution ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I object. 


INVESTIGATIONS BY COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HALE. In regard to the matter which now comes before the 
House, the resolutions of the gentleman from New York, IU ask him 
to withdraw his motion, pending the going into committee, to limit 
debate to five minutes; because after going into committee—and I 
presume there will be no objection to that—there should be the oppor- 
tunity of amendments being offered and voted upon; and perhaps 
some gentleman may wish to discuss his amendment briefly. I think 
the gentleman from New York will see the force of the proposition. 
There is no further objection made to the resolutions going into com- 
mittee for discussion and action, and I think he should not seek to 
limit the debate to five minutes, but should withdraw that motion 
and we can then go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think an hour for general debate will be suffi- 
cientif it is divided between both parties and is followed by the ordi- 
nary five-minutes debate on amendments. 

Mr. WOOD. I have no objection to extend the time beyond five 
minutes, but I shall insist on limiting the debate to a period fixed 
before going into committee—say one hour. 

Mr. HALE. I suppose there is no desire to prolong debate; but 
there are bona fide amendments which gentlemen may wish to discuss 
briefly. Perhaps an hour may be sufficient, but will not the gentle- 
man from New York be willing to go into Committee of the Whole 
without limiting debate. It will then be seen what amendments 
there are that are offered in good faith, and at the fitting time the 
eens can rise and obtain an order from the House closing de- 

ate. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, after this very long vacation, it is desir- 
able that this House shall at some early period proceed to public 
business. Now, the gentleman from Maine knows well enough that 
if the House shall not fix some limit to the debate these resolutions 
may run through days, weeks, and months, and occupy the whole 
time in the Committee of the Whole. Therefore I hope that by unan- 
imous consent the House will agree that the debate on the resolu- 
tions shall be limited to one hour and a half, which is long enough to 
give every gentleman an opportunity to be heard on his amendment. 


JANUARY 10, 


Mr. BURCHARD. The motion of the gentleman from New Yor; 
is to limit the general debate. I can see no objection to limiting th, 
general debate and allowing the five-minutes debate on amendments 
torun. The motion of the gentleman to limit general debate doe 
not interfere with the ordinary debate on amendments. I think j; 
will be better to limit the general debate, so that one gentleman o; 
two gentlemen may not have the exclusive control of the floor, but 
= gentlemen may debate their amendments, if they have any t, 
offer. 

Mr. WOOD. My object is to limit the whole proceedings in Coy. 
mittee of the Whole, the debate on the amendments as well as th: 
general debate, if any shall arise. I think gentlemen should be 
isfied with the — I have made. 

Mr. HALE. I think the proposition of the gentleman from Noy 
York, to allow an hour or an hour and a half, is perhaps fair, 

Mr. WOOD: We will give one hour to general debate, and half ay 
hour to the discussion of the amendments which may be offered, jf 


Sat- 


any. 

Mr. HALE. I do not understand that the House can limit the five. 
minutes debate on amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The House can now limit the general debate, ang 
the Committee can at any time rise and ask the oes to cut off de- 
bate upon a pending amendment or upon a paragraph. 

Mr. CONGER. If the five-minutes debate can run for a suitable 
length of time on this resolution, I do not know that there is any 
objection to limiting general debate, except that my friend from New 
York [Mr. Woop] arose on the last day but one before the recess, 
evidently charged with a very well prepared speech. I regretted the 
necessity then of any measures which should stop the gentleman jy 
that career of glory on which he was entering. He was evidently 
prepared with all manner of denunciations of my friends on this side 
of the House, and those are things which weJove to hear from the 
gentleman. But I regretted then and I apologize now for the neces- 
sity we were under at that time of interposing dilatory motions and 
taking the gentleman from the floor, when he was already highly 
charged with what I presumed then, and still have reason to believe, 
would have been a highly ornamental speech. Now, sir, on this side 
of the House we had no objection to the speech of the gentleman, 
much less had we any objection to the passage of the resolutions. 
But it seemed at that last hour of the session untimely to force those 
resolutions ae and compel members to stay hers during the vaca- 
tion. Therefore I objected, and consequently the gentleman had to 
carry his speech away with him. 

I hope there may be an hour given for general debate. And I hope 
the gentleman from New York may occupy it, as he said he would 
persistevery day, and every hour, and every moment until he got that 
speech delivered; and I told him that I would be with him during 
those days, and those hours, and those minutes, and though unwell 
to-day and hardly fit to be in the House, I have come to-day to redeem 
my pledge. And I do hope that the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Woop] will not limit the debate so that he may not have his hour to 
denounce the republican party. I think the republican party expects 
it from the leader of the House of Representatives. There has been 
toomuch mildness; there has been toomuchconciliation. [ Laughter. | 
There has been, if I may use the expression, too much tenderness on 
the part of the democracy so far. We do not even know where we 
belong hardly wutil we have one or two thunder-gusts of denuncia- 
tion. I make these remarks simply to ask the gentleman toso modify 
his resolution that at least he wilitnne an hour for the condemnation 
of his political opponents. Weask noreply,I think. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WOOD. Personally, I will accept the apology of the gentleman 
from Michigan, [Mr. CoNGER,] and I hope as he has acted in behalf 
of his side of the House that the country will accept his statement 
of the reasons for the very bad conduct of which the gentleman's 
friends were guilty during the closing hours before the recess. 

Mr. CONGER. I would ask the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Woop] to keep all his denunciation in one speech, after we get into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, so that we may 
send it out all together. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WOOD. I accept the suggestion that the debate be limited to 
one hour and a half, and I ask the previous question upon the refer- 
ence of the resolutions. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered: 
and under the operation thereof the resolutions were referred to te 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. , 

Mr. WOOD. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the yeneee of consider- 
ing the resolutions, and pending that motion I move that all ge0- 
eral debate be confined to one hour and a half. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask unanimous consent to introduce 
a bill to be entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary of State © 
aflix the great seal of the United States to a certain document there!” 
stated.” : 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of State 
to affix the great seal of the United States to the document entitled 
the “Administrators of the United States Government at the beg! 
ning of its second century.” 








Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I think there can be no objection to 
the passage of that bill. A ite: ; ; 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 

VW? 
ta a URCHARD. It seems to me that it had better be'referred, as 
is usual, to the appropriate committee. i a 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. You all know what it is. It is sim- 
ply to authorize the Secretary of State to attach the great seal of the 
United States to this document. 

No objection being made, the bill (H. R. No. 2142) was read a first 
and second time. } \ 

Mr. GARFIELD. -I should like to know something more about 

is ‘ er. 
ty STEPHENS, of Georgia. Iwillstate itinone moment. There 
has been prepared a paper with the official signatures of all the pub- 
lic officers of the Government—the President, the Cabinet, the Su- 
preme Court, the Senate, and the House of Representatives and the 
Delegates. That official document was prepared for the centennial 
exposition, and the object of this bill is to authorize the Secretary of 
State to aflix the great seal of the United States to that document. 

Mr. GARFIELD. For what purpose is the document to be used? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It is to be on file in the Department 
yf State. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and being engrossed, it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed ; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 





















EMPLOYMENT OF CHINESE. 


Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2143) to prohibit the employment of Chinese or Mongolians upon 
any public works of the United States, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 









NATURALIZATION, 


Mr. LUTTRELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 2144) to prevent the naturalization of Chinese or Mongo- 
lians; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


FOG-BELL ON SOUTH FARRALLONS ISLAND, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(I. R. No. 2145) to appropriate money for the establishment of a fog- 
bell and steam-whistle on South Farrallons Island, California; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 














HUMBOLDT BAY, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No, 2146) to appropriate money for the improvement of the 
harbor of Humboldt Bay, in California; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 








CRESCENT CITY, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 2147) to appropriate money for the improvement of the 
harbor at Crescent City, California; which was read a first and sec- 
- time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
printed. 









POLYGAMY. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 2148) to punish and prevent the practice of polygamy in the 
Territories and other places subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the United States; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION, 


Mr. LUTTRELL also presented a joint resolution of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of California, concerning Chinese immigration; 
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 


SILVER FIVE-CENT PIECE. 


; Mr. COX, of New York, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 2149) to authorize the coinage of a five-cent piece of standard 
silver and to discontinue the coinage of the five-cent nickel copper- 
coin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Coinage, Weights and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

PETER HAVERMANS. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No, 2150) for the relief of Peter Havermans; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Private 

Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ANDREW J. MORRISON. 

‘ Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 

ueed a bill (H. R. No. 2151) for the relief of Andrew J. Morrison ; 


i ich was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
nvalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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TESTIMONY TAKEN BY COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


Mr. BRAGG. Iam instructed by the Committee on Military Affairs 
to ask unanimous consent to report for consideration at this time 
the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and it is hereby, author- 
ized and empowered to print such evidence as it has taken and may take under 
the resolution of the House of November 16, last, and its report thereon, with leave 
to report the same at any time. 

Mr. HALE. I must object to that and call for the regular order. 

Mr. TUCKER. I desire to introduce a bill for reference only, and 
ask the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HaLr] to withdraw his call for 
the regular order until I can do so. 

Mr. HALE. If I withdraw the call for the regular crder, I suppose 
that will bring up the other matter which has just been read. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I insist upon the call for the regular order. 

COMMITTEE INVESTIGATIONS. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the question 
before the House is upon the motion of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Woop, ] that the House now resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion of Mr. Woop was then agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. EDEN in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The resolutions now pending in Committee of 
the Whole will be read. 

The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, That the several committees of this House having in charge matters 
pertaining to Indian affairs, military affairs, naval affairs, post-offices and post 
roads, public lands, public buildings and grounds, claims, and war claims be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to inquire, so far as the same may properly be before 
their respective committees, into any errors, abuses, or frauds in the administra 
tion and execution of existing laws affecting said branches of the public service, 
with a view to ascertain what change and reformation can be made so as to pro 
mote the integrity, economy, and efticiency therein; that the Committee on Ex- 
penditures in the State Department, in the Treasury Department, in the War De 
— in the Navy Department, in the Post-Ottice Department, in the Interior 

Jepartment, in the Department of Justice, and on Public Buildings be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to proceed at once to examine into the state of the accounts 
and expenditures of the respective Departments submitted to them and into all the 
affairs of said Departments as fully as is permitted to them and made their duty to 
do by the rules of the House relating to said committees respectively. And, for 
the purpose of enabling the said committees aforesaid to fully comprehend the 
workings of the various branches or Departments of Government respectively, the 
investigations of said committees may cover such period in the past as exch of 
said committees may deem necessary for its own guidance or information or for the 
a of the public interests and for the exposing of frauds or abuses of any 

ind in said Departments; and said committees are authorized to send for persons 
and papers and also to sit in any recess ‘which may occur during the session: Pro- 
vided, ‘That the exercise of the power shall in the judgment of the committee be 
necessary and that when the production of a is required they shall be speci 
tied and described with such accuracy as shall bs practicable under the circum- 
stances. 


Resolved further, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be instructed to 
investigate and inquire into the matters set forth in the foregoing resolution in the 
legislative department of the Government, except in so far as the Senate is exclu- 
sively concerned, and particularly in reference to the public printing and binding, 
per shall have the same authority as is conferred upon other committees afore- 
Sald, 

Mr. WOOD. I now yield to my colleague on the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the gentleman trom Illinois, [Mr. Bukcuarp, ] to 
offer an amendment. 

Mr. BURCHARD. On behalf of the minority of the committee, I 
desire to offer an amendment to the resolution, to insert after the 
word “ authorized,” in the last clause of the first resolution before 
the proviso, the words “to apply to the House at any time for 
power ;” so that that portion of the resolution will read : “and said 
committees are authorized to apply to the House at any time for 
power to send for persons and papers,” &c. 

Mr. HALE. I have an amendment which I desire to offer, but I 
will wait until the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] is through 
with his remarks. 

Mr. CONGER. I would like also to offer an amendment at such 
time as may be deemed best. 

Mr. WOOD. At the proper time. 

Mr. CONGER. I merely give notice of it now. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] was 
entirely in error and his apprehensions were entirely unfounded if 
he supposed that I intended to inflict a speech upon the House or to 
castigate the gentlemen on the other side of the House for their mis- 
chievous conduct at the close of the session just preceding the holi- 
day recess. I had no such intention. My intention in reporting this 
resolution from the committee was to explain its object and to ask, 
as I expected the House would consent to, its adoption unanimously, 
without division. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, there is an entire misapprehension on the 
part of the gentlemen who feel it to be their duty to oppose this 
resolution as to its intention, as to the purpose for which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had reported it. It is precisely identical 
(and if altered at all for the better for the purpose of investigation) 
with the resolution which was unanimously adopted by the House 
of Representatives at the last Congress. I personally know of noth- 
ing it is intended to do beyond a fair, legitimate, honest inquiry and 
investigation for the purpose of legislation, for the purpose of in- 
structing this House in the discharge of its legislative duty. It is 
not designed, sir, to enter into a wide and extended attempt to injure 
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the personal or private character of any public official, but for the | ber that at that time he, as a leader in his party, insiste 
purpose of carrying out that power and that authority which the and claimed it of those upon the other side of the 
Constitution of the United States appears to impose expressly upon | for investigation, and it was always yielded. 
the House of Representatives to investigate the conduct of public I find in looking over this morning a volume of the Congressional] 
officers, looking to the purification of the civil service and to lay the | Globe volume 38, containing the debates of the Thirty-fift) s 
foundation for impeachment, if the House of Representatives so de- | gress, in the year 1859, that in the case of one of the most note. 
sire. worthy investigations that were started in the last years of th. 

My idea of the powers, and necessarily the duties, of this House is | administration of Mr. Buchanan—that in which the naval fraud was 
that it is co-ordinate in very many regards with the President and | alleged and where a committee sat and reported a large volume of 
Senate in respect to the incumbency of public offices. The President | testimony and their report passed—the basis of that investigatio; 
nominates and appoints, if you please, and the Senate confirms or re- | was as follows: Mr. John Sherman, a leading Republican member. 
fuses to confirm, while it remains to this House, which is the grand | arose in his seat and stated that he had “ received from W. B. Alley, 
inquest of the nation, representing the people of the United States, | a citizen of New York of the highest standing and character, a writ. 
to see to it that the men appointed by the President and confirmed | ten communication making specitic and detailed charges against cer. 
by the Senate shall faithfally discharge the duties imposed upon | tain civil officers in the Navy Department, which, if true,” Mr. John 
them. Sherman says, “would justify impeachment.” He further says to the 

The President in a message he presented to Congress at this session | listening House, and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Stepyeys 
appears to take precisely the same view of the subject. He says: was present, as the colloquy which followed shows, that he had re. 
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My experience in the executive duties has strongly confirmed the belief in the 
great cdvantage the country would find in observing strictly the plan of the Con- 
stitution, which imposes upon the Executive the sole duty and responsibility of 
the selection of those Federal officers who, by law, are appointed, not elected; and 
which, in like manner, assigns to the Senate the complete right to advise and con- 
sent to, or to reject, the nominations so made; while the House of Representatives 
stands as the public censor of the performance of official duties, with the preroga- 
tive of investigation and prosecution in all cases of dereliction. 


Now, sir, it does appear to me, in order to enable this House to dis- 
charge their constitutional duty, so clearly and ably expressed by the 
Executive, it is necessary for us to have the power of the House del- 
egated to the committees of the House, to sit and inquire, toexamine 
witnesses, to take testimony, and to lay the facts before the House, 
and, if they deem it necessary, to recommend impeachment or recom- 
mend to the President removal. As this power has been exercised by 
the House in this direction there can be no right to complain. Cer- 
tainly the investigations of the last Congress resulted in great good 
to the public service. In many regards the Executive Departments 
were improved, which would never have been improved under any 
administration of the Government but for those investigations, which 
had their origin in some of the very committees we desire to clothe 
with authority at this time. Therefore it occurs to me there can be 
no real objection to the adoption of the resolution. It was the sub- 
ject of great consideration by the Committee of Ways and Means. It 
was examined in every feature and in reference to all its effects so far 
as it may affect the individual and persenal character of any official 
in any manner. These subjects were properly regarded in the reso- 
‘'t lution. It will be observed every committee thus clothed with this 

; power is thrown upon its own responsibility for the proper exercise 

of that power. When they report the facts to the House, the House 
itself will take cognizance of that report and either reject or adopt 
it. Under these circumstances it appears to me there can be no objec- 
tion to the adoption of the resolution, and I hope no one will oppose 
it on the final vote. I yield now for fifteen minutes to the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. HALE. ] 
Mr. HALE. Mr. Chairman, I offer as asubstitute for the resolution 
‘ of the gentleman from New York the following. 
' The Clerk read as follows: 
Bi ‘ Whenever any committee of this House shall ask for special and extraordinary 
»owers, whether in relation to the time and conduct of its meetings, the power to send 
; : for persons and papers, the right to report at any time, or for any other extension 
a ie ee of its powers and duties for the pues of investigating the conduct and action 
- of any person or former officer of the Government or the business of any Depart- 
ment, bureau, division, or branch of the public service which has been or may be 
under any such officer, the charges upon which such demand for investigation is 
based shall be presented in writing to the House, with the names of such officers 
as are charged with improper or unlawful proceedings and a particular statement 
of the charges against them, and the same shall be accompanied by a statement 
in writing, signed by one or more members of this House, that he or they have 


reason to believe and do believe the facts set forth in such charges and statement 
presented by the committee are true. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. Chairman, I do not see how any man can object to 
this substitute. It proves the good faith of this side of the House, so 
far as in offering it 1 represent this side, in its statement or the state- 
ment which was made here that nobody desires to stifle proper and 
' legitimate investigation. When these resolutions in their drag-net 
: form were suddenly propelled upon the House, before the recess, gen- 

tlemen on this side of the House did not feel that at that time, with 
a recess impending, and knowing nothing of the charges that were 
made against one Department and another—we did not feel like letting 
the resolutions pass without scraple and without examination. 

Now, sir, since that time I have been looking over some of the pre- 
cedents with regard to investigations, because it is not a new thing 
that a party in power in this House seeks to investigate officers in 
the executive branches upon the otber side of politics. Many gen- 
tlemen here will remember that the last year of the administration 
of the democratic party, when the House of Representatives was in 
the control of the republican party, was somewhat occupied with 
investigations. I find on examination—and any gentleman will so 
find, if he will look into the matter—that whenever at that time a 
republican of the majority arose in his seat and demanded an inves- 
tigation into any department or branch of the Government he was 
required in good faith to state what were his charges, upon what 
they were based, and his belief that they were true. The gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] who sits in front of me, will remem- 
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ceived a written communication from a member of the House stating 
that “as a matter of common occurrence certain officers in the navy. 
yard at Brooklyn have sold employments and offices in that yard, ‘] 
have,” he states further, “been shown affidavits and certificates of 


workmen, which, if true, would prove this charge to be well found. 


ed”—upon that basis, stating his belief, he offered a resolution recit- 
ing that the charge had been made, and stating the individuals w 
made them, and asking that a committee of five be raised, with 


ho 


power to send for persons and papers, in order that the investigation 
upon the charges known to the House should be then and there 


made. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I believe that I speak for every gentleman op 
this side of the House when I say that that is all that is asked her 
and now with reference tu any investigation that may be projected 
in this House; that there shall be here the bame charge, the same 


statement that is always insisted upon in every court where a citizen 


is charged with a wrong and acrime; the same that is allowed in 


every Department here. 


I picked up a newspaper this morning containing a statement in 
reference to the expulsion of the late chief clerk of the Indian 
Bureau by the Secretary of the Interior Department, and I find the 
investigation set on foot there Was upon charges made in writing 
and specifications by number. 

The gentleman from New York says that this House is the great 
inquest of the nation. Undoubtedly. But the gentleman should 
remember that the citizen of the United States, wherever he may be, 
in office or out of office, in charge of governmental business now or 
in the past, has the same rights against this House and should be 
protected as much as if he were before any minor tribunal. This 
House should not, Mr. Chairman, and we should not now, with 
this matter debated and fairly brought before us, seek to go further 
than is comprehended in my resolution. When that is passed I will 
guarantee—I feel that I can do that—that whenever a committee 
comes as Mr. John Sherman came in the Thirty-fifth Congress, and 
as othergentlemen in the majority then came, and state the charges, 
and state their belief, there will be nobody on this side of the House 
that will object to the fullest investigation. But we should know, 
sir, when we start out in matters of this kind what are the charges. 

It has been said that in the last Congress aresolution like this was 
passed. Soit was. It was opposed then because we came together with 
a political campaign impending, in which at animosities were 
aroused. The air was full of these charges. There were certain speci- 
fications made by the newspapers, and rather than it should be said 
that, pending a political contest, we objected to orstifled investigation, 
members on this side of the House consented. Now I appeal to candid 
gentlemen on the other side of this House, whether there was any- 
thing in the results of those investigations that justified that course 
or made it a precedent for us to follow? Why, sir, almost the entire 
business of the House was given up to what was called investiga- 
tion. The mania spread to all the committees of the House. | be- 
lieve the old and dignified Committee of Ways and Means was, with 
its regular duties to discharge, infected with this disease for investt- 
gation. Witnesses were sent for from all parts of the country and 
brought to Washington. Every disaffectetl man, every broken-down 
officer, every dead-beat who had been running around the Depart- 
ments and had not received what he wanted, every disappointed con- 
tractor, every officer who had not got what he wanted, was sut- 
moned before one committee or another, and the whole session Was 
given up to this business, so that at last the whole country was sick 
of it. When the House adjourned under this gust of investigation t 
might truly have been said of it, as Cromwell said of the dissolution 
of the Long Parliament, that— 

No dog barked, and throughout the kingdom there was no sign of discontent oF 
repining at it. 

There was nothing in these investigations, with rare exceptions, 
that justified a departure on the part of the House from the old rule 
that investigation should be conducted by committees with some let 
and hinderance to their powers. ae 

Why, it seems to me that gentlemen must see that nothing is 
be — by going over that dreary way. I do not know that ont 
such purpose is intended, or if gentlemen seek to make politic 
capital.. Is it charged that the Departments of the Government af 
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. ing upon false bases? Is it charged that there is fraud 
were a Loney-combing the Treasury Department, or the In- 
Prior Department, or the Post-Office Department, or the Attorney- 
General’s Department, or War Department? Do gentlemen come 
here seeking the adoption of this resolution and placing themselves 
before the country with that declaration, that there is need for this 

easure to be put through in the form presented by the gentleman 
os f. [Mr. Woop?] Do gentlemen believe that capital 
can be made out of this? Sir, I believe that the only committee in 
the last House of Representatives that did not get into the investi- 
wating mania was the Committee on Appropriations, under the charge 
of the present Speaker of the House, who rigidly resisted anything 
of that kind in that committee, but went on doing the work of the 
committee, and by the reductions made there more valuable work 


from New Yor 


was done than was done by all the investigating committees. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I have offered this substitute in good faith. 
It simply provides, as a substitute for the resolution of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Woop,] that whenever any committee of 
this House shall ask for any extra powers, such as sending for per- 
sons and papers, sitting during the session of the House, and report- 
ing at any time—and gentlemen will notice that this does not con- 
flict with the ordinary powers of the committee—but whenever a 
committee asks for extra power, my resolution provides that there 
be astatement in writing presented to the House, setting forth what 
he wants to investigate, with an accompanying statement signed by 
a single member of Congress, that he believes that the charges are 
true. With the adoption of that resolution, Mr. Chairman, I venture 
to say that not a voice will be raised upon this side of the House 
against investigation. Pass that resolution and all that is required, 


if objections are raised, is that the terms of it shall be fulfilled. 


If the gentleman is in earnest and desires only afair investigation, 
let him give us what is given in every other tribunal, what in the 
olden days was given when our side was inthe majority ; statements 
of what is desired to be investigated, so that everybody may know 


when and where the investigation may go. 


Mr. WOOD. Let me say a word just here, lest some gentlemen 
may possibly be misled by the very ingenious resolution offered by 
the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. HALE, ] and the more ingenious sup- 
port of it by the argument he has just made. I can very well under- 
stand that if I should consent to his substitute no opposition would 
be offered. It would not be necessary to offer any, for if his substi- 
tute should be adopted, there would be no investigation, as I shall 


proceed to show in a very few words. 


He first requires that a committee shall ask permission in this House 
to make an investigation. Now we know that under the rules of the 
House, unless a committee be called in due order it has no right to 
make a report. And as is well known the conduct of business in this 
House is such that the time elapsing from one call of a committee to 


another sometimes extends over weeks and months. Even then, 
after we have permission to ask for this power, what does this sub- 
stitute require to be done? That we shallspecify to the world what 


we propose to do; that we shall give notice to the wrong-doer that 


we intend to enter into an investigation of his conduct. Is that the 
mode of procedure before grand inquests? I think not. 

And more than that, the gentleman says we must declare in specific 
terms what particular man we are after and what particular offense 
we charge against him and propose to investigate. Why, sir, we 
should have renewed here the very scenes which we witnessed the 
other day in a discussion as to whether the charges were specific 
enough to warrant the granting of the power to investigate. I would 
rather leave the matter precisely as it now is than to adopt a course 
which will be certain to defeat the ends of justice, although I acquit 
my friend from Maine [Mr. HALF] of any such intention. 

Now, sir, there is no motive, no secret prompting, no desire by any 
standing committee of this House to do anything except what will 
be thoroughly justified when they come to make their reports to the 
House. But that we shall be required in advance to declare what 
Wwe want to investigate, what particular allegation we make, what 
withesses we want to subpena, to advertise to the world what we 
propose to do, and to give opportunity by delay for those interested 
to remove papers and to induce witnesses to abscond, the gentleman 
can see very plainly that his resolution would defeat the object which 
1 am sure he is in favor of. 

_Mr. HALE. The only point raised by my friend from New York 
(Mr. Woop) which needs reply is as to the rights of these commit- 
tees to come before the House. When we come to the five-minutes 
debate I will move to addto my resolution the words, “that any com- 
mittee desiring to make such investigation shall have leave to ask 
for aathority under this resolution at any time.” That will obviate 
the probable difficult suggested by the gentleman. Therefore at all 
times, whenever authority to investigate is wanted, they can have 

the right to the floor under these safeguards. 
‘0 not go so far as the gentleman from New York intimates as to 
Tequire that the names of witnesses shall be given; nothing of that 
ind is involved in my resolution, in the substitute I have offered. It 
Tequires only that the charges shall be set forth specifically. So far 
o word “ specifically” goes, the gentleman need have no fear but 
the ruling at any time upon that point by any incumbent of the 
Will be such that it will give the right toinvestigate wherever 
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there is anything like charges made in writing and presented to the 
House. 

I do not like the comparison by the gentleman of this House to an 
inquest, to a grand jury. The very basis of an investigation by a 
grand jury is that it is ex parte, but one side is heard. If the gentle- 
man had had experience in courts as a lawyer he would have known 
that a grand jury, oran inquest upon a body, in no degree corresponds 
to the position of this House in the exercise of its functions. We 
have no‘business to be a secret body; we have no business to be a 
one-sided body and to hear but one side. We have no business to 
persecute a citizen, not hearing him. Whenever we charge any 
American citizen with wrong or enormity he has the right to be heard 
before us and before every committee of this House. And that right 
is so sacred that no party and no House can ever with safety inter- 
fere with it or palter with it. The accused should be heard; there 
should be no one-sided investigation. That is what we are trying to 
prevent. 

Mr. WOOD. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. CLYMER. } 

Mr. CLYMER. For the purposes which I have in view, I will con- 
cede that the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HaLr] and those with 
whom he acts intend to act fairly in the proposition submitted by 
him; that they are just as earnest, just as sincere, just as fully desir- 
ous to make investigation, where there is proper cause for it, as we 
upon this side of the House can be. Therefore, treating him as hav- 
ing fair intentions, I shall endeavor to point out from some personal 
experience what I believe to be the difficulties in the way of adopt- 
ing the plan he proposes. 

will premise by saying, sir, that I can conceive of no more disa- 
greeable duty whichcan be imposed upon any public servant than that 
of becoming a public informer. I know from experience upon this 
floor that there come to those who are in position at the head of com- 
mittees a thousand rumors among which possibly there is but a 
ain of truth, I know full well, sir, that in the Sess Congress for 
ong and weary weeks I, in connection with those with whom I acted 
at that time, examined patiently and carefully rumors of the most 
monstrous character affecting a person then high in the Government 
of this nation. I would no more, sir, have come into this House and, 
on the strength of those rumors or upon the strength of some written 
statements 1 had, made charges against him than I would have 
dared to assassinate him, for I believed his character ought to be 
dearer to him than his life. And, I will say to you, if that com- 
mittee had not been armed with the power of subpena and attach- 
ment, that crime, that disgrace and dishonor would never have been 
exposed in at least one Department of this Government. It would 
never have been if we had not had the general powers committed to 
that committee. I, sir, upon all I had before, would never have 
presented it to this House and the country. 

Nor do I believe in the future gentlemen here will be prepared to 
make statements before the House upon which to found accusations 
unless they have power to compel witnesses to appear and the power 
to examine them. That is all I understand to be the intention of 
this resolution. Itis the resolution under which we acted in the 
Forty-fourth Congress. It is the resolution under which | think this 
and all future Congresses should act, because, sir, the presumption 
is there is purity in the public service; that the several Departments 
of this Government are honestly administered; and I doubt not, as 
now administered, they court examination. And, sir, I would ask 
for the passage of this resolution to protect the present occupants 0’ 
high offices from the dereliction of those who have been their prede- 
cessors. I believe many of them would be just.as anxious as we upon 
this floor can be for the past to be examined by this power of process. 
They do not wish to turn informers. They do not wish to appear 
here or elsewhere, in public or private, unless compelled to do so as 
informers and spies upon their predecessors. But this House, sitting 
as the grand inquest of this nation, clothed with the powers of the 
people to examine—— 

Mr. WOOD rose. 

Mr.CLYMER. But one moment more. If they are then asked for 
proof, the proof, sir—and I say it without personal knowledge of the 
subject, but I believe it to be true—will be abundant to show there 
has been in the past what we in the present should be ashamed of. 

Mr. WOOD. I now yield ten minutes tothe gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Cox. ] 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I desire to state as briefly as I 
can my general view of the business of investigations and where 
the responsibility for them ought to stand. At the closing day of 
our session before the recess I voted constantly against all dilatory 
motions and therefore voted, not with the most of my political 
friends, but with the gentlemen on the other side. I did it from a 
very clear conviction of my own, which was this, that with regard 
to investigations the responsibility ought to be put as squarely as it 
is possible to put it upon the majority of a House like this; and 
while I would not personally vote for a resolution to investigate 
which I thought uncalled for or unnecessary, I would put no obsta- 
cles in the way of its being acted upon by those who believed in it. 

Now, in regard to what ought to be the basis of an investigation I 
believe in the general principle stated by my friend from Maine 
[Mr. HALE.} I believe there ought to be as littie of this genera 
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search for we know not what as is possible; but at the same time it 
is exceedingly difficult to draw the line in regard to limiting inquiry 
so as to make it entirely satisfactory. Iam not inclined to say that 
a member should rise in his place and declare he believes charges to 
be true before investigation should be had. I do not think from my 
remembrance of the passage read in regard to former action in the 
House upon a similar question that Mr. Sherman went so far. I 
think the substance of what he said was this: that charges were 
made, sustained by reputable persons upon affidavit, whiclrif true 
showed that grave wrongs had been committed; and all that I un- 
derstand he said as to his own opinion of the matter—and I hope I 
shall be corrected if I am wrong—was that these things made such 
an impression on his mind that on the whole he thought an investi- 
gation ought to be had. That may be said and may be said properly 
under such circumstances. 

With that limitation, the substance of the substitute proposed by 
the gentleman from Maine would be right. I believe the true method 







ter and a fair presentation to the majority of those considerations 
which ought to limit them in their action, to put the responsibility 
on them; to say, “Gentlemen, if after all this you desire to investi- 
wate, so be it ; our business will be, not to oppose your investigation, 
but to see that it shall be of such a character as will make it a whip 
in the hands of your opponents to punish you if you go wrong.” I 
believe the people of the country generally would prefer that mode 
of action. 


A ess seatagpa be ~ 


political party we are acting with. Our action can be used with the 
mass of people who are ready to believe evil in such a way as to in- 
iluence votes. Consequently, it has become one of the customary 
methods of political influence to make charges, trusting to the new 
outcry to produce an effect. My way of dealing with the subject 
would be to allow every facility to the members of the committees 
who may belong to the minority of the House to do their work thor- 
oughly aud efliciently; so that every false scent, every sending for 
i persons unnecessarily, piling up unnecessary expenses, making un- 

: necessary trouble, appointing assistant sergeants-at-arms unnecessa- 
rily, and the like, shall be made a scourge for those who do the wrong. 
' I think if it is worth while to spend enormous amounts of labor and 
money in carrying on political campaigns, it would be wise to spend 
time and labor and, if need be, money in employing counsel to see 


«hn - ll lle sim ite eleA 


ee de 


—— 


Seb en 
EE 0x, 
wit 1 
.. 
? —" 
niente ae 
= 


EIN Le dn yr 


; / :. ta 
" i as ny o that these investigations are conducted in such a way that they shall 
beeen AY be made to turn against those who started them unless they are wisely 
Pea: begun and properly conducted. nib 
Pee" 4 1 feel, sir, the more confidence in my opinion because, so far as I 


; know, lam the only member on this floor against whom this reso- 
a7 lution could possibly be directed. I am one who has been in charge 
; of a Department in which there are bureaus, connected with which 
rumors of fraud have been as common as with regard to any; and 
from that stand-point I have no hesitation in saying that I cannot 
conceive of circumstances under which it would appear to me to be 
a friendly act on the part ef those with whom I act politically ever, 
me ity under any circumstances, to object to any breadth of investigation 
4 that could reach my official acts. Feeling so, I assume that others 
in like position feel the same. I assume that they would feel, as I 
should, that it was making a defense before it -was asked, and of a 
kind not asked, to intimate that the freest, fullest, and largest in- 
vestigation should not be made. This is entirely consistent with 
what I said before. In the case of any such charge or any such 
alleged scandal, it should be sufficient that those who are desirous 
of an investigation should state that there are grave reasons for 

such an inquiry. 

I shall therefore suggest a slight amendment to the substitute pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE,] providing simply 
that it shall be a prerequisite to asking the power tosend for persons 
and papers that some member of the House shall officially state that 
facts have come to his knowledge, or to that of a committee, which 
he deliberately declares to make an investigation of this sort neces- 
sary. Ido not think we ought to ask any member of the House to 
perform the odious duty of saying that he believes the things which 
have been charged to be actually true. 

I really think the original resolution goes entirely too far for the 
best accomplishment of its own purpose. I, however, with the feel- 
ing I have indicated, would be cautious in saying even so much. I 
would say to gentlemen on the other side, with the utmost sincerity 

» and heartiness, you may have any investigation that you will seri- 
ously say is reasonably necessary. 
this frankly and then we will give you the fullest latitude we can. 

Mr. WOOD. I believe I have fifteen minutes of my time left and 
I will yield five minutes to the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. GARFIELD } 
and the residue of my time to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. BaANKs i 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman from Massachusetts[Mr. BANKS ] 
prefers to go on now I will endeavor to get time further on without 
embarrassing myself by attempting to speak in five minutes. 

Mr. BANKS. Go on now. 

Mr. GARFIELD. As a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means I agreed in the minority report exhibited in the amendment 
offered by my colleague on the committee from Illinois, [Mr. Bur- 
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CHARD.] I desire to put the case as it seems to me it ought to be 
put before this House. I do not believe that there is a man on the 
iloor of this House who objects to any investigation of any public 


| officer of the United States on any reasonable rinse shown or 


alleged why he should be investigated, and nobody on this floor has 
indicated his unwillingness for such an investigation. But what js 
the proposivion we are asked here to adopt? It is that eighteen 
committees of this House, without any allegation whatever—per. 
sonal, private, or public—are directed to go forth to search for goo. 
thing to investigate. I would not object to that even, if they Were 


| simply told to use due dilligence to find if everything was rig}; 


within their respective jurisdiction; but the thing which the minor. 
ity of the Committee of Ways and Means object to is this: thes 
eighteen committees are, in advance, before any case is alleged, ey. 
powered to send for persons and papers anywhere in the United 


| States; they are armed with plenary authority of this House ty 


of dealing with investigations is, after careful discussion of the mat- | 





| 





command any private citizen in the United States, from Maine to 
California, to leave his business and come here on a summons of this 
House as a witness, to bring any papers he may have, and diselose 
any of his private affairs, and that not by the express command of 
the House, delivered to him in a case proposed, but by the vicarious 
power of the House given in advance; by the discretion of a few 
gentlemen in acommittee-room. There is no private citizen of Amer- 
ica who by this resolution, as it stands, may not be ordered and com. 


| manded by six gentlemen, constituting a majority of a committee, to 
1 believe that whenever we oppose investigations, how- | 
ever wisely in our own judgment, we are apt, as a rule, to hurt the | 


come from any place and disclose his private business to the public, 
and he has no power of redress, because the committee is in advance 
armed with coercive and compulsory power to bring him here and 
make him disclose his private affairs, and that, too, when nothing is 
as yet alleged against any human being in the world. 

It is that feature of the resolution of the gentleman from Ney 
York [Mr. Woop] that the minority of the Committee of Ways and 
Means believe to be unwise and utterly unjustifiable by any facts 
known to the country. We propose an amendment giving to the 
committees a general direction to investigate, but withholding special 
power to send for persons and papers, but give to each committee the 
right to come in at any time and specifically ask for that power when- 
ever they think they have reason to use it. Thatis what the minor- 
ity of the committee say. We do not propose to throw a drag-net 
over forty-fonr millions of citizens and drag any one of them at the 
behest of a little junto of gentlemen in a committee room, if they 
think best, without hearing and without any specific authority of 
the House to do so. 

Now, besides that I wish to call the attention of gentlemen to the 
singularly unwise arrangementof these committees asa mere matterof 
prudenteconomy. I can pointout to you six casesof duplication where, 
under thisresolution, there may be twelve committeesat work, andeach 
two of the twelve committees duplicating their work, for instance: 
the Committee on Indian Affairs may be at work investigating the 
Indian Bureau; but here is the Committee on the Expenditures in 
the Interior Department who may be at work investigating the very 
same thing and both of them sending for persons and papers, and 
both investigating the same expenditures in the Interior Department 
and neither knowing what the other is doing, but both being fully 
empowered and pushing their investigations. Here also is the Cow- 
mittee on Military Affairs examining into the working of the War 
Department, and, at the same time, the Committee on Expenditures 
in the War Department may be doing the same thing, thus dupli- 
ating expense and labor. The same thing may be going forward by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs and by the Committee on Expenti- 
tures in the Navy Department. ; 

Mr. WOOD. I would suggest to my colleague on the committee 
that the rules of the House permit that now; there is no change pr- 
posed in the rules. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Ah, yes; but the rules of the House do not now 
permit both these sets of committees on their own wotion to summon 
men from California or Oregon at the expense of the Government to 
come here and testify. Each one of these committees must now £0 
before the House and ask permission to do so. 

Mr. WOOD. Permit me to correct the gentleman as to a fact. The 
rules of the House, as do these resolutions, authorize a committee 
clothed with power to investigate expenditures to investigate that 
branch of the subject, and the other committee is authorized to in- 


| vestigate in reference to legislation upon that subject. 


Mr. GARFIELD. But if the gentleman will remember— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York yield fu 
ther? 

Mr. WOOD. I will yield now the remainder of my time to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BANKS. ] 

Mr. BANKS. How much is that? 

The CHAIRMAN. Ten minutes. 

Mr. BANKS. The peculiar condition of the country makes it 
pleasant for any member of the House to vote against any investie® 
tion which any other member may ask ; and I am quite sure that the 
gentlemen on this side of the House will readily yield to any inquiry 
which may be suggested by any member, whatever it may be, if . 
be brought within those rules of procedure which from the beginm'ns 
of human soc ety have bound men of whatever condition or _ 
when investigating the action or conduct of other men. This reso!" 
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tion, however, does not do that. There is a precedent for it in the 


last Congress, but I think in none other. The precedents which the | 


Government has followed in all time past have been those precedents | 


which have observed the principles established for inquiry in regard 
to the conduct of men. 


The House has been styled by ¢entlemen the grand inquest of the | 


pation, and undoubtedly that 1s a proper designation ; but that in- 
quest relates to its legitimate and constitutional duty, which is that 
of legislation. It may inquire into everything pertaining to the con- 
dition of the country for the purpose of legi~lation, in order to pre- 
vent evils and to correct wrongs. It may also, where specific charges 
are made against a public oflicer, make inquiry for the purpose of 
impeaching him for official misconduct ; but its general power relat- 
ing to inquiry is for the purposes of legislative action. 

Tbat is not the object contemplated by this resolution. This reso- 
‘ution is for the purpose of investigating the conduct and action of 
quy present or former officer of the Government, and for this definite 
purpose—no more definite than indicated by the words I have just 
nsed—there is to be given to every committee of this House and to 
qll the committees, with few exceptions, the right to send for per- 
sons and papers at any time. 

Now, there is a provision in the Constitution which bears upon this 
subject, and I ask the attention of the Chairman and gentlemen of 
this committee to it. It is article 4 of the Bill of Rights: 

The right of the peore to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants 


shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly deseribing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 


This is a general and ahsolute prohibition, as binding upon the 
House as it is upon any other branch or department of the Govern- 
ment. If you mean to send for persons and bring them here by force 
under the Speaker’s warrant, you must have an oath or an affirma- 
tion toa complaint from some human being. I will admit, as the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has said, that if any member 
of this House will stand up here and make the statement that im- 
proper conduct has occurred upon the part of any officer, we would 
grant an investigation on that request. We would not ask him to 
say that he believes it ; it will be enough for him to say that such is 
his information. 

That, however, he will do upon his oath as a member of this House ; 
it is his oath which gives him the right to so state, and which will 
compel us to observe what he says and accord him his request. Now, 
who is there here who makes a charge against any particular officer 
of the Government, present or past, on his oath as a member of this 
House? If there be any one who will do so, then I venture to say 
that there is not a member on this side of the House who will object 
to an investigation. 

lam speaking against the process, and not against the investiga- 
tion proposed. What is the process? It isto take any officer of this 
Government, no matter who it may be, from the highest to the 
lowest, to take him by the Speaker’s warrant, by the power of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of this House and bring him to the bar of this 
House and compel him to testify. For what purpose? To testify 
for the purpose of convicting himself of crime. That is the process 
which is proposed. You bring him here to testify, and upon his tes- 
timony convict him. That is a process which neither in ancient nor 
in modern times has ever been approved or acted upon by any civil 
or crim‘nal tribunal or any earthly power. I want to know if the 
gentlemen of this House are willing for an express and a declared pur- 
pose to exercise a power of this kind and of this latitude, to compel 
by force the attendance of any man they may choose and compel him 
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this resolution is to make political capital or to investigate specific 
charges against any particular individual or any bureau or any De- 
partment of the Government. If I understand it, it is in the interest 
of retrenchment and reform and economy in the public expenditures. 
It may lead, and possibly will, to the detection of parties who have 
been guilty of violations of law, but the main and primary object of 
the resolution is that we may find some means by which to cut down 
expenditures in the various Departments of the Government. 1 un- 
derstand that is the principal, the prime object; others may be sub- 
sidiary to it, but that is the chief object. 

Now, we are told by the Secretary of the Treasury there will be a 
deficiency of revenues according to his estimates of $11,000,000. If 
you go into that department of the Treasury or any other one, and 
call upon the head of that department, where retrenchment and re- 
form are to take place so that the expenditures may be brought within 
the receipts, where we are to lop off excresvences, he will say it is not 
in his department that the excrescence is; not in that department, but 
in some other department. That will be the uniform answer given 
to every attempt to reduce the expenditures of the Government. How, 
then, are we to cut down the expenditures of the Government? If, 
perhaps, you had some man acquainted with all the machinery of the 
Government, he might suggest where to lop off useless oflicers and 
cut down unnecessary expenses. In that case it could be done with- 
out investigation by these committees. But it is impossible as things 
now are, and gentiemen on the other side of this House know it is 
impossible, to reduce the expenditures of the Government unless this 


| power is given. 


to testify under penalty of oe put in the dungeon beneath this | 


Capitol, and after he has testified to convict him of crime upon his 
own testimony? That is what is now proposed. 

Now, sir, 1 have said that I believed there was no precedent for 
action of this kind in the history of this Government ; but there has 
been a precedent for its attempt, and I hope this action will result 
Just as that precedent of attempt did. The Senate of the United 
States once passed an order calling upon the officers of the Govern- 
ment to come before that body and testify as to what they had done, 
There was & man, a great man, named Jackson, who was then Presi- 
dent of the United States, and he replied to the Senate that no officer 
of the Government under his administration, except he chose himself 
to do it, should be required to appear or against his will be required 
to give any testimony under such an order as that. 

He said also that it would result in the violation of that principle 
to which I have referred, that an officer compelled by the Senate of 
the United States to testify would upon his own testimony be con- 
victed if by any other testimony they could bring; that is, sufficient 
testimony to show that what he had said was an admission of his 
crime. He made that declaration, which should be a declaration of 
this House, and which if it were not for the troublous times in which 
We live would be a declaration to be followed by any President, who- 
ever he might be, when the Senate and House should against the 


Provision of the Constitution attempt violently to seize a citizen or | 


oon unless he was willing to give such testimony or such action as 
desire. Against this process I object. 

lr. BURCHARD. I yield now to the gentleman from Missouri for 

five minutes. 


Mr. BUCKNER. I do not understand, Mr. Chairman, the object of 





How is it that my friends on the other side are so suddenly struck 
with a desire to prevent investigations of this sort or to the giving to 
committees of the power now asked? If I recollect aright there were 
Various instances in the Forty-third Congress, when | first had the 
honor to occupy a seat upon this floor, in which the House gave pre- 
cisely this power to committees, when they were in a large majority 
on this floor. I had the honor of serving on the Alabama committee, 
and I have the proceedings before me in which these powers are given 
on a mere surmise, or newspaper rumor that certain things had been 
done in Alabama. The democrats of this House voted unanimously 
for an investigation into the affairs in Alabama. You then gave the 
power to do—what? To compel the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of papers. ‘The democrats inthis House, as I have stated 
were in the minority, voted for the resolution. The report was made 
to this House. The same thing was done during that session of Con- 
gress at various times in reference to other investigations. That 
power was given distinctly on page 171 of the first volume of the 
REcORD of the Forty-second Congress when the rules were suspended 
and acommittee appointed to go into Alabama and investigate every- 
thing connected with the charge of intimidation and violence and all 
matters affecting the right of suffrage. Mr. Chairman, it must be 
evident that this investigation will be in many cases absolutely use- 
less unless the power is given to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I yield now to the gentleman from Ohio for 
seven minutes. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I wish to conclude simply the point i was mak- 
ing when my time expired. I was saying at least twelve of these 
committees, if the resolution shall pass in the form reported, may be 
all duplicating work, neither knowing what the otber is at, involving 
double expense in every respect and overlapping work unnecessarily. 
That would not happen if the minority resolution prevails. Whena 
committee comes to the House and asks for authority to send for 
persons and papers with reference to a particular subject the House 
will not give another committee the power to send for persons and 
papers on that subject and we will thus prevent duplication. Just 
before we adjourned the Committee on Foreign Affairs asked permis- 
sion to take testimony and to send for persons and papers in regard to 
the trouble with Mexico. It was granted by the House. Subse- 
quently the Committee on Military Affairs asked for power todo the 
same thing, which was refused because it would be a duplication of 
the power. But now gentlemen propose that eighteen committees 
be sent out with permission to duplicate their work just in that 
reckless way. 

Now let me speak of another thing. Nobody begrudges the ex- 
penditures that are made for genuine investigations; and I say to 
gentlemen on the other side that they have never known this side of 
the House to make any objection whatever to an investigation that 
any committee specitic: lly asked for. We ordered such investiga- 
tions ourselves when we were in the majority, and they have always 
been accorded when any probable ground was shown why there 
should be an investigation. But gentlemen will remember that just 
such a sweeping, drag-net resolution as this, which passed at the last 
Congress cost this country more than half a million of dollars in sub- 
penaing witnesses, in traveling expenses, and in the enormous cost 
of printing. Do gentlemen believe that the investigation by the 
Naval Committee is worth the $75,000 it cost? 

Mr. CLYMER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Do they believe it is worth the five thousand 
printed pages, equivalent to ten volumes of five hundred pages, of 
evidence in that investigation? Perhaps it is worth it all. I do not 
know but itis. But I have not seen that the result nor have I heard 
gentlemen on the other side themselves declare that the result has 
been as valuable as that. 
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Mr. CLYMER. As the gentleman has asked a question, will he 
permit me to answer it? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. CLYMER. I assert, from the investigations it has been my 
duty to make in reference to the Navy Department, that the evidence 
brought before the Committee on Naval Affairs will enable the Ap- | 
propriations Committee, at this session, to make reductions much 
larger in amount than the investigation in that Department cost. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I shall be very glad if that happens. But every 
good result which gentlemen desire trom these investigations can be 
had without giving in advance this unusual and this very unwise 
power over all the citizens of the United States. Now I say, for one, 
whenever any gentleman here wishes an investigation upon anything 
that has occurred in the management of this Government, let him 
state it, and I have no doubt he will have the support of this side of 
the House in the investigation. If, as has been talked in the news- 
papers, gentlemen wish to.investigate the presidential title, let them 
move their investigation and they will have my hearty aid. 

Mr. CLYMER. We do not seem to be so anxious about that as you 
are. 

Mr. GARFIELD. But let them in all cases tell plainly the thing 
they want, and let the House of Representatives keep the control of 
its own expenditures, and not let it out to eighteen committees, to 
be used in any manner that a few men in a committee-room may see 
fit. Gentlemen who have had experience in this subject know that 
the country is crowded with dead-beats who want to get summoned 
to Washington from distant places for the sake of getting the pay. 
That sort of thing can be somewhat avoided if a committee comes 
here on its own responsibility and asks to make an investigation 
upon probable cause shown. 

Mr.GLOVER. Willthe gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let me conclude in a word what I have to say. 
I shall yote for the report of the minority of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and I shall vote for the substitute if amended as sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Cox.] 

Mr. GLOVER. Will the gentleman please state when, in the in- 
vestigation of the committee, there was such duplication of work as 
that to which he alludes ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have not gone over the work done by the 
committee. I do not say that they did make these duplications, but 
Lunderstand that at this very session we have had the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Committee on Foreign Affairs going over the 
same ground, in so far asthe House allowed them to do it, in the 
examination of Mexican affairs; and I understand that the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs and the Committee on Expenditures in the Navy 
Department are now going over that very subject. 

Mr. BANNING. If the gentleman will make inquiry, he will find 
that his understanding is not correct. The Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Committee on Foreign Affairs have not been examin- 
ing the same subject at all. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I know that the gentleman asked the authority 
to do it, but the House refused it. 

Mr. BANNING. No, the gentleman did not ask to have that au- 
thority ; the Committee on Military Affairs has been inquiring into 
the military operations. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I understand that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs has been sending for military officers; that looks like inqair- 
ing into military operations. 

Mr. BANNING. Then the gentleman’s undcrstanding isnot correct. 

Mr. BURCHARD. | yield five minutes to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. TUCKER. } 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Chairman, the only objection to the resolu- 
tion of the majority of the Committee of Ways and Means, as I un- 
derstand it, is that the power is given to the committee referred to 
in the resolution to sual for persons and papers, with this proviso: 

Provided, The exereise of the power ahall, in the judgment of the committee, 
be necessary ; and that when the production of papers is required, they shall be 


specified and described with such accuracy as shall be practicable under the cir- 
cumstances, 


That proviso, casting it upon the responsibility of the members of 
the committee that it is necessary to make the investigation, is an 
ample guaranty against its being lightly made. If I understand gen- 
tlemen who are better versed in parliamentary affairs than I am, they 
say that it is the uniform practice of the House, that whenever a com- 
mittee comes and says that it desires to send for persons and papers, 
that power has been uniformly granted, without further inquiry, and 
therefore the whole question between gentlemen upon the other side 
of the House and ourselves is simply this, whether there shall be 
power previously given to the committee to do that on their own 
judgment, or whether we should give it to them, only after in their 
own judgment they say it is necessary. 

Now, it seems to me that there is no material difference between us 
on this subject. 1 am willing to give this power previously, to be ex- 
ercised by the committee on their own judgment, because if in their 
own judgment they reported to the House a resolution asking for au- 
thority to send for persons and papers, we should grant it without 
further inquiry. Cushing, in his Parliamentary Law, shows that itis 
regular to give the power either upon the appointment of the com- 
mittee or afterward. He says: 

When the inquiry is referred to a select committee, the most usual course is, 


either at the time of its appointment or subsequently, to give the committes : 

to send for persons, papers, and records ; in which case the attendance of —_ 
ness before the committee is ordinarily secured by an order signed by the Ne 
man by direction of the committee; but if a witness should neglect to apne, 
when summoned in this manner, bis conduct must be reported to the lea 
whom an order is immediately made for his attendance. If, in the mean tine 5 
witness should appear before the committee, the order for his attendance nay 
discharged ; but if he still neglects to appear, he is to be dealt with as in | 
cases of disobedience to the order of the House. 

But my colleague on the committee [Mr. Banks] is somewh; 

ae . : an at 

afflicted with a constitutional difficulty, and he quotes the fourth 

article of the amendments to the Constitution, which reads thus - 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and eff 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warran; 
shal] issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, apd per. 
ticularly describing the place to be searched,and the persons or things to be seized 

Now, sir, I say, with all respect to the gentleman from Massachy- 
setts, [Mr. BaNKs,] that has no more to do with the question before 
the House than the question whether the man in the moon eats 
green cheese every day or not; nothing in the world. That provis- 
ion was ingrafted into the Constitution by the men of the reyoly- 
tionary era in view of the celebrated controversy in reference to the 
“North Briton” when Lord Chief Justice Pratt, afterward Lord 
Camden, delivered a judgment in which he said that no executive 
officer had a right to have arrested any party whom he might sus- 
pect to have been guilty of treasonable acts against the government. 
The amendment was aimed at the exercise of executive power, and 
provided that judicial power should be necessary for the arrest of 
person or for the seizure of his — or to search his premises. We 
do not propose to do that here. We propose to subpa@na witnesses 
and to call for the production of papers. If a witness does not 
come or produce the papers sent for, the committee will report the 
case tothe House and the House will act upon it. Gentlemen on 
the otber side will not say that the House has not the power to im- 
prison a recusant witness. Have not both sides voted for it over and 
over again, and when the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
BANKS] talks about dungeons, does he forget that Patrick Woods 
was, by a vote of the republican majority of the House, held in a 
dungeon three months after the House nad adjourned? 

Mr. BANKS. That was upon a charge of murder. 

Mr. TUCKER. No, sir; it was upon a charge of knocking down 
a member of Congress one hundred and twenty-six miles away from 
the seat of Government, which was treated as a contempt of the 
House. 

Mr. BANKS. Still there was a charge and an oath. 

Mr. TUCKER. Anoath? By whom? I say there was no charge; 
there was no oath; there was no warrant. Now, in regard to what 
my friend says about this other matter of witnesses and the produc- 
tion of papers, I would call attention to section 936 of Cushing's 
Parliamentary Law : 

The order for the attendance of witnesses or for the issuing of a speaker's war 
rant to summon them, may also require the production of books, papers, and rec 
ords, In the former case the order ought to be as specific, and to describe the 
books, papers, or records to be produced, with as much certainty as the nature of 
the case wiil admit of. In the latter, the order may be in as general terms, as, for 
example, for such books or writings as shall be desired, as the order for issuing the 
warrant; but the warrant itself should be as specific and as certain as above men- 
tioned. It does not appear to be necessary, however, that the name of the part 
ular witness, who is required to produce a paper or other document, should be men- 
tioned in the order or warrant, provided that he be otherwise designated or may be 
ascertained with suflicient certainty. Thus, the order may direct that the proper 
person or officer shall attend with the books, papers, or recerds desired ; as, tor 
example, a proper person from a banking-house named, with their banking books 
for a particular month ; or the proper otbcer with a specified paper from one of the 
public officers ; or a particular paper may be ordered to be laid before the house 
without specifying by whom itis to be done. 

That is done by a subpena duces tecum. A man is on the witness 
stand and he is asked if he has a certain paper. He answers that he 
has, and is told to produce it. Who ever heard of a warrant under 
those circumstances? There is no lawyer in this House who has not 
done that many times. The witness says so and so in reference to 
his business. “Where are your books?’ “What do you want with 
my books?” “I want toconfront you with your books, and to prove 
that you have lied.” There is no difficulty about that; it is done 
every day in courts of justice without a warrant. The provision of 
the Constitution to which the gentleman has referred has nothing to 
do with that question. ? ; 

Now, in regard to a witness excusing himself from answering ques 
tions, section 983 of Cushing’s Manual is as follows: 

A witness cannot excuse himself from answering on the ground that he maj 
thereby subject himself to a civil action, or expose himeelf to a criminal as - 
tion, or because he has taken a judicial oath, as a grand juror, for example, oe 
voluntary oath, as a Freemason or an Urangeman, not to disclose the matter abou 
which he is required to testify; or because the matter was a privileged common 
cation to him, as where an attorney is called upon to disclose the secrets 0! - 
client; or on ye ground that he is advised by counsel that he cannot do s0, _ 
out incurring the risk of criminating himself or exposing himself to a civil suit. 


In many States statutes have been passed providing that a man 
shall not be compelled upon an examination to answer aby quest na 
which may tend to criminate him or disgrace him; but that bas been 
done by statute. That which 1 think my distinguished —— 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Ba NKS] is troubled about arises from : . 
fifth article of the amendments to the Constitution, which — 
that “no person shall be compelled in any criminal case to be = ; 
ness against himself.” It is an entirely different question whethe 
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in a case which is not a criminal prosecution against him he may not 

be asked a question his answer to which may tend to criminate or 
rrac m. 

disgrace TRCHARD. I would inquire how much time I have left? 

The CHAIRMAN. About twelve minutes. 

Mr. TUCKER. Allow me to state that one of the rules of the 
House, to be found on pages 327 and 328 of the Digest, is as follows, 
and is a law of the United States: 

: i ivileged to refuse to testify to any fact, or to produce a aper 
re We tate tok be bail be examined by the So, or by any committees ef The 
House, upon the ground that his testimony to such fact or his prodnction of such 
paper may tend to disgrace him or otherwise render him infamous.— Revised Stat- 
utes, section 102-103. 


Mr. BANKS. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TucKER] will 
allow me to say that he proposes to get his evidence from the witness 
first and then to do what he pleases with it. He gets the testimony 
from a man he means to convict upon his own testimony ; that isthe 

‘act about it. 
v BURCHARD. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan, (Mr. CONGER.] 

Mr. CONGER. I have already stated this morning, and it has been 
frequently stated on this side of the House, that there is no possible 
objection to be urged now or at any time against the most full, per- 
fect, and absolute investigation of all governmental affairs, whether 
in bureaus or in Departments or on the part of individuals. 

What is the proposition which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Woop] has introduced here for some cause which he will undoubtedly 
explain at the proper time? And why did he leave it until the last 
hour before the holiday recess of the two Houses before he brought in 
this series of resolutions, the same which was passed in the last Con- 
gress without objection ; the series which the new democratic major- 
ity in this House desired to have passed, and which the republican 
minority freely gave to them? The House for two years had a con- 
tinuous, uninterrupted drawing of the drag-net to find, high and low, 
in public and in secret, some cause of condemnation and complaint 
against the republican party. The gentleman from Virginia who has 
just taken his seat, [Mr. TUCKER, ] in advocating the passage of that 
series of resolutions, exclaimed that there should be a continuous 
onward investigation during the whole session of Congress. Nulla, 
vestigia retrorsa, exclaimed the gentleman, in the unknown language 
of Pocahontas, his ancestress. [Lau el 

Mr. TUCKER. The descendant of Pocohontas never said retrorsa 
instead of retrorsum. [Laughter.} 

Mr. CONGER. Taking it for granted that meant no step backward, 
as we in the backwoods suppose it to mean, having some knowledge 
of Indian traditions and Indian language, [laughter,] the investi- 
gation went forward. Now, sir, it cost between seven and eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars to make those investigations. The sum was so 
enormous that the Clerk of this House, I understand, has not yet 
reported even that small portion of it which came within the inci- 
dental expenses of the House. The country was disgusted with the 
whole proceeding. People were called to be witnesses before the 
committees whose word would not be taken among gentlemen else- 
where, and their testimony was published as that of good honorable 
witnesses. 

Why, sir, there was no honor accrued to anybody in those investiga- 
tions except to my learned, patriotic, and theatrical friend from Penn- 
sylvania now before me, [laughter ;] he found a mare’s nest and the 
horse wason it. [Great laughter.] He brought it here, he mounted 
the tribune and he presented his face with so much radiance and 
glory and glorification that the country was astounded and the House 
sat silent trembling with terror under the announcement of that 
tragical performance. [Laughter.] It incited and stimulated every 
other committee and every other gentleman to emulate and equal, if 
possible, the gentleman who had caught the first fish. Hence these 
resolutions passed, and everybody sought to emulate the illustrious 
example of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. They all failed but 
him. There could not be two such great transactions in one century. 
(Laughter.] No two men could so astonish three hundred members 
of Congress brought from every representative district in this Union, 
representing the cool and calculating, thé ardent and impassioned, 
those who like theatrical performances and those who love matter of 
fact. The human mind is so constituted it could not bear the strain 
of two such performances in one Congress. [Laughter.] Of course 
the result in the natural order of things was that they failed. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania went off with his honors alone, 
and bore them, I agree, meekly. [Laughter.] He enjoyedthem while 
they lasted. There is no such opening for any other gentleman. 
There are new members of this House all anxious; they have the 
example of the honorable member from Pennsylvania before them, 
Waen, as it were, by one stroke of the pen, by one uplifting of that 
theatrical hand, he sprang at once into honor aad renown. [Laugh- 
ter.) They desire to follow that illustrious example in this new 
Congress with new subjects. It cannot be done. For two years the 
democrats had absolute control, and I desire to say—— 

Mr. BURCHARD rose. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask for a minute longer. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Very well. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to say to gentlemen they cannot find the 
record where a republican Congress asked beforehand this unlimited 
power of investigation, or that they ever asked it until somebody in 





his place, some member, or some citizen made charges which this 
House thought it was worthy should be investigated. What is the 
difference between us to-day? If any man will rise in his place and 
say there is fraud or corruption in any Department or any office of 
the Government, the republicans have always joined hands with 
those who would ferret it out, and they will do so to-day. It comes 
simply to this, one set of these resolutions is to set the drag-net out 
again all through the ceantry until nausea shall be produced through- 
out the Union as it was in the last two years by these indiscriminate 
investigations, and the other is to assert the right and desire of this 
Congress when the charge is made, or even the shadow of fraud or 
corruption, to prosecute it with all the vigor which this body has at 
its command. Those are the sets of resolutions upon which we are 
required to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois has now three 
minutes of his time remaining. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Mr.’ Chairman, the discussion of the resolution 
presented by the Committee of Ways and Means has taken somewhat 
of a partisan aspect. In my judgment the resolution ought not to be 
considered at all in relation to parties or voted upon with reference 
to one side or the other of this House. It is a question of carrying 
on the legitimate and proper business of the House. For nearly 
half a century it was, I think—for fifty years ago Mr. Tucker, of 
Virginia, reported to the House the resolution creating these Com- 
mittees on Expenditures and giving them the powers provided for in 
the rules—it was not dreamed of for fifty years that it was necessary to 
give these committees or any other committee of the House in ad- 
vance the power to send for persons and papers. But on the other 
hand, it was the experience of past Congresses that this power 
should be especially applied for in every instance and especially 
granted. But now it is proposed, following a precedent hastily and 
thoughtlessly adopted in the last House, that we shall give these ex- 
traordinary powers in advance to eighteen committees. 

Isay that as a member of the republican party I would vote for and 
support this resolution if I believed it was correctly and wisely framed, 
because, being a member of that party, a party which had control of the 
Government for many years, it might seem if I opposed the resolution 
T opposed it because our own party and our own oflicers were being ia- 
vestigated. We ought to be, and are, willing that there should be a 
thorough and complete investigation. We only ask, is it wisdom; is 
there any special necessity now for departing from the precedents 
that have been adopted? None have been urged. If you say that 
these committees must be specially instructed at this time to pro- 
ceed toinvestigate, let them, when they are making their investiga- 
tions, when matters come before them—if, for instance, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs feels that it must have special power, and 
the Committee on War Expenditures, on the ground of having a co- 
ordinate jurisdiction, feels it should have special power, (and in 
many cases we know committees clash as to their jurisdiction,) if 
those committees desire each to have power to investigate a case—let 
them come to the House and ask the House to say to which commit- 
tee it will entrust the power of sending for persons and papers. All 
the minority of the committee ask is that whenever it is proposed to 
give that authority to any committee, and there is no collision of 
committees, if a case presents itself which in the judgment of the 
House justities the granting of such a power, it will be invariably 
granted, but that power ought to be always reserved for the House 
when the case is presented. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for general debate has expired. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I desire to offer an amendment for the substi- 
tute of the gentleman from Maine. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will now be in order to read the resolutions 
again ; and amendments may then be offered and debated under the 
five-minutes rule. The Clerk will read the resolutions. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I suggest that it is unnecessary to read the reso- 
lutions again ; they have been read several times. 

The CHAIRMAN. By general consent the reading may be dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. SAMPSON. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to ask how many amendments the Chair in- 
tends to admit. The condition of the question before the committee 
now is that for the original resolutions a substitute has been offered 
by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE, ] and that an amendment 
to the original resolutions has been offered by the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. BurcHaRD.}] Now, I desire to know in what degree 
further amendments will be recognized by the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the five-minutes rule, in Committee of 
the Whole, amendments are in order at this time. 

Mr. WOOD. I wish to ascertain from the Chair the order of vot- 
ing upon the substitute of the gentleman from Maine and the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Lilinois. 

The CHAIRMAN. The debate, under the five-minntes rule, will 
proceed on each amendment as offered. The gentleman from Illinois 
has offered an amendment to the original resolutions, and that will 
be first in order. 

Mr. WOOD. Do I understand the Chair to decide that any gentle- 
man can offer an amendment and debate it for five minutes? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that that can be done 
under the rule. 

The Clerk will read the resolutions. 


I object. 
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The resolutions reported by the committee were again read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. BuRCHARD] will now be read. 

Mr. BurcHARD’s amendment was again read, 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 79, noes 79. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair votes in the negative. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Woop and Mr. BURCHARD were ap- 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 98, 
noes U3, 

So the amendment offered by Mr. BURCHARD was adopted. 

Mr. WOOD. Ishall demand a separate vote in the House on the 
amendment. I move that the committee rise and report the resolu- 
tions and amendment to the House, 

The CHAIRMAN. There is another atnendment pending. The 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Har] offered an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute, which will now be read. 

Mr. IHIALr’s substitute was again read. 

Mr. FOSTER. Before the question is taken on the substitute I 
desire to offer as an amendment to the original proposition what I 
send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Add to the resolution the following : 

The Committee on Public Expenditures shall also investigate and report upon 
the expenditure of the various sums appropriated by the Forty-fourth Congress for 
the purpose of conducting the investigation ordered by said Congress, reporting 


specifically as to whom and for what purpose and service the various items of ex- 
penditare were made. 


Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, | do not believe, myself, in this drag- 
net process of investigation. That has been sufliciently discussed, I 
think, already; but 1 ask our democratic friends this question, in 
addition to what has already been said: if they want to continue 
this kind of investigation, which blackened the character of the late 
Speaker of this House and which blackened the character of a gen- 
tleman who was before the last national democratic convention as a 
candidate for President and who is now a leading candidate for the 
senatorship from Ohio, it seems to me that we have had enough of 
that sort of thing. 

I do not undertake to say upon my own responsibility that any wrong 
has been committed in the payment of the various sums appropriated 
at the last Congress; but statements haye been made to me which 
lead me to believe that there was gross carelessness, if not downright 
corruption, in the expenditure of these sums. I am quite certain 
that dead-beats from all over the country came here and were made 
witnesses. I have reason to know that one gentleman who wanted 
to go to the Centennial Exhibition got his member to summon him as 
a witness, when he knew nothing whatever about the party being 
investigated. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Name him. 

Mr. FOSTER. Oh, no. It is not the democratic practice, my friend, 
to give names. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. It is democratic practice to give 
names when such charges are made, 

Mr. FOSTER. Now, Mr. Chairman, this is all I ask of the com- 
mittee, and I believe they will find a fruitful field for exploration, 
and I wish my old friend, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, could be on the committee, for I know that this matter 
would be probed to the bottom, and I believe that, if the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Expenditures, the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. GLoveER,] will follow this question up, Iam warranted 
in saying to the House that my democratic friends will find a fine 
field for enterprise in that regard. 

Mr. WOOD, Mr. Chairman, the proposition itself, as offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. FosTer,] may be very harmless and 
the reasons he gives for it may appear entirely disingenuous. I think, 
however, that it is designed to throw en additional obstacle in the 
way of investigation. It may be, sir, that the abuses of which he 
speaks have existed and that witnesses may have desired to be sub- 
oe for the purpose of visiting Washington. That I do not deny; 
sut Ido deny that any standing committee of the House would be 
trifled with by any person desiring to be summoned as a witness for 
any such purpose, and I suggest to that gentleman, who I know is as 
conscientious in the discharge of his public duties as any man in this 
House, that the better way to show to the country that there is no 
apprehension and no fear upon the part of his side of the House from 
these investigations, is to agree to the resolution. 

Sir, let us act like men clothed with the responsibility which as mem- 
bers of this House we are pledged to exercise in justice to those we 
represent and for the aaa of the whole country at large. 

Now I will say to the gentlemen opposite that they may tempora- 
rily succeed in making it appear that a majority of the House is 
against these investigations ; bat woe be to the party that would 
attempt to obstruct an inquiry into the discharge of public duties by 
yublic officials. The country is not in a condition to be trifled with. 
Ve know, gentlemen opposite know, everybody knows, that mal- 
feasance in office and corruption pervade every part of the adminis- 
tration, not only of the Federal administration, but in the administra- 
tion of the public service from municipalities up to the National 
Government, and the people demand, and I hope this House will rec- 
ognize that denwnd, that we shall have these investigations. I say, 


therefore, to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] that in my 


judgment he places himself in a wrong position by attempting to in- 


vestigate what is after all an immaterial fact in comparison with the 
other investigations proposed. 

Mr. FOSTER. Does the gentleman charge 

Mr. WOOD. Whether we expend $5, or $5,000, or $500,000 jn the 
pursuit of this great object is a matter of little consequence to the 
people of this country. 

{Hére the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment has been 
exhausted. 

Mr. FOSTER. Does the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop} 
charge the present administration with corruption? 

Mr. WOOD. The present administration need not fear investig,. 
tion if it is honest. , 

Mr. FOSTER. It does not. 

Mr. WOOD. Then why oppose it ? 

Mr. FOSTER. Why do you oppose my resolution ? 

Mr. WOOD. Because it is not germane to the subject. 

Mr. FOSTER. I will take the ruling of the Chair upon the ques- 
tion whether it is germane or not. 

The CHAIRMAN. That point of order has not been raised. 

Mr. REED. I move to strike out the last word for the purpose of 
saying that I am somewhat surprised, after the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] has announced with considerable breadth of Jay- 
guage that this body is the grand inquest of the country and should 
be set immediately to investigate all the wickedness of the land—] 
am somewhat surprised that there seems to be some special pet wick- 
edness which he is unwilling to have investigated, even after a mem- 
ber of this House in his place declares that he has reason to believe 
wrong has been committed. 

One of the grounds assigned by the gentleman from New York for 
declaring that we ought to investigate these subjects without making 
any charges is that the investigation ought to be secret. I am sur- 
prised that with his experience he should suppose that this House 
can investigate anything with any very great degree of secrecy, 
How secret all things are kept here in Washington! When the body 
at the other end of the Capitol has a secret session, how diflicult it is 
for the community to become acquainted with their action therein! 
And when one of the committees of the last House, when all of the 
committees were investigating the subjects before them, how secret 
it was and how silent all the newspapers were upon the subject! Sir, 
everybody knows that the reverse of his idea wastrue. We all know 
that when those committees had gorged themselves with accusations 
against men, made by persons of no character and standing in the 
community, they were permitted to ooze out to newspaper corres- 
pondents, thus establishing a sort of competition with each other on 
the subject of the slander of men and measures. 

Now I say that this country is satisfied with what we have had in 
this direction and would be disgusted at any time to see a repetition 
of it. It is discreditable to us to be spending the time for which we 
are paid by the people to do the nation’s work in endeavoring to 
make political capital against the other party. 

If gentlemen have any subjects whichthey want to investigate, why 
do they not come before the House and make their charges, and let 
the House understand what they are undertaking to investigate? 
Men who live in our communities and are our constituents have their 
rights, and among them is the right to know that they will not be 
accused without having warning beforehand of what they are ac- 
cused, so that they may meet it. ran 

Everybody knows the unsatisfactory nature of these investigations 
as investigations. They are simply used to provide material for 
party purposes. I believe there is too much legislative business be- 
fore this House to justify us in wasting its time in this fashion. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Lrise to oppose the amendment of the 
entleman from Maine, [Mr. ReEp.] I do not understand that pecu- 
iar sensibility on the republican side of the House in regard to in- 

vestigation. 3 

Mr. FOSTER. The sensibility is now on the other side. [Laugh- 
ter. 
bie. COX, of New York. I knew very well that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Foster] was very obtuse to any sensibility; but | 
did not refer to him specially. There is no desire on the part of this 
side of the House not to meet any fair bona fide tender of investiga 
tion. The tender of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] was ho! 
made in good faith, for he made it smilingly, and he is still smiling. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Then I would say that the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] hardly ever made any proposition in good faith, for 
he always smiles, we are glad to sec. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. And the gentleman is frequently found 
smiling very differently on certain subjects, to which I will not reter. 

Mr. Fos ER. I rather suspect that is true. : 

Mr. COX, of New York. Good nature should be cultivated on this 
— as on any other. : 

Mr. FOSTER. There are different ways of smiling. % 

Mr. COX, of New York. Let the gentleman observe the courtesies 
of the House and obey the rules. 

A MemBer. And smile afterward. [Laughter.] ee 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes, smile after I get through. Gentle- 
men on the other side have sought to divert attention from the = 
object of this inquiry. They have thrown in a little by-play in order 
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to shunt us off on a side-track. We want no specific allegations for 
the purposes of legislation. Legislation i based upon information 

tained by the House in regular form and by our committees. By 
R le 103, to be found on page 124 of the Rules, we have certain com- 
witines named, eight of them, I think, committees on expenditures, 
whose duties are to look after the accounts of the Departments, to 
te unjust payments, and look into whatever appears to be 
wrong. What for? On the very ground exactly upon which my 
colleague based this resolution: in the interest of economy and of 

orl Slé mn. 
le e _ go further, sir. The English Parliament have gone fur- 
ther: they have based investigations and based some of the laws of 
the English realm upon a common clamor, on general reputation. 

The gentleman from Michigan, my friend Mr. CONGER, made light 

of this business. He said we only caught one man in our drag-net, 
meaning of course General Belknap. know when these drag-nets 
are cast out the little fish get through and the big ones break the net, 
as the Belknap business shows was done in the Senate. He went 
through the net when we showed without peradventure that he was 
ruilty. 
Why, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen cal) for specific allegations. There 
has been a grand specific allegation made by the people of this coun- 
try ; not a matter to be smiled at, especially by the gentleman from 
Ohio. It was the vote of a majority of the States, of a majority of 
the electoral college, of a majority of three hundred thousand of the 
people of this country who demanded that your corrupt administra- 
tion should be investigated. They had the fact spread all over this 
country, and they rendered their verdict. 

Gentlemen laugh and taunt us with examination into frauds and 
abuses in the last Congress. The verdict of the people was rendered 
on that very business of investigation. YetI never heard gentlemen 
on the other side in good faith and in real earnest come up here and 
ask or demand investigation, even when specific charges were made. 
I know they pretended to do it, but they have always thrown an “if” 
or an “and” or a proviso or a series of obstructive amendments, and 
whatever any gentleman of that party could do on that side of the 
House to defeat investigation; and the people, by three hundred 
thousand majority, held you responsible for it, and the election went 
against you. 

I know you got the fruit of the election; I know you have your 
man in the White House. [After a pause.] I make a pause so the 
gentleman from Ohio may smile. [Laughter.] 1 know how you got 
him in the White House; I know the investigations were opposed 
at first, but gradually yielded to. That, however, is too fruitful of 
observation to be discussed now. 

But one thing I say in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, that when it 
comes to legislation, when it comes to investigating the servants of 
the people, we who represent the great body of the peopie with cre- 
dentials and testimonials—that when we demand full, complete, and 
thorough inquiry it should not be balked by these impediments in a 
laughing and taunting way by gentlemen on the other side. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER. Irenewthe formal amendment. Lest the innuendo 
in the remark of the gentleman from New York might be misunder- 
stood by my silence, 1 now reply to that remark, “ How did you get 
the President in ?” as well as to numerous allegations which have 
been made in the public press and in a letter recently printed, that 
so far as 1 am concerned and so far as any knowledge of mine goes, 
there is not one scintilla of truth in these charges nor can anything 
anywhere or in any place be produced in support of them. Every 
word and every line, sir, which I know anything about, has been 
printed and published to tke world. I now withdraw the formal 
amendment. ’ 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I suggest to the gentleman from Ohio that 
he will obtain one vote on this side for his proposition if he will al- 
low it to be amended so as to include the Fortieth, Forty-first, Forty- 
second, Forty-third, and lorty-fourth Congresses. I have the im- 
pression, but I do not know whether it is correct, that during inves- 
gations into the condition of things in the Southern States a great 
many witnesses were brought here who were known at home as 
““dead-beats.” If that is to be looked into then the inquiry should 
be extended to past Congresses. 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman can make his motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from Ohio indicate at what 
part of the resolution he desires his amendment to come in? 

Mr. FOSTER. It can come in at the close, after providing for in- 
vestigation by the Committee on Public Expenditures. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Let the amendment be again read. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. FOSTER. I will accept the gentleman’s amendment. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. While I am on the floor I wish to ascertain 
further if I have received the correct impression from the reading of 
the resolution. If I have, it means that the expenditures paid by 
either of the bodies composing Congress may be made the subjects 
of investigation. I desire to say that the investigation known as 
the ississippi investigation—— 

Mr. FOSTER. I would have no objection to including the expend- 


itures of the Senate, if they could be investigated under such a reso- 
tion as this. 


invest iga 





_ Mr. WHITTHORNE. Let me finish what I was about to say. The 
investigation made by the Mississippi committee, of which Senator 
Boutwell was chairman, cost the Government more than the entire 
amount of the cost of all the investigating committees of the last Con- 
gress. I desire to have that fact understood. 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to modify my amendment so that it may 
not include the Senate. : 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. 
if the Senate points to 
House. 

Mr. FOSTER. I would not desire to be guilty of any discourtesy 
to the Senate, and I modify my amendment accordingly. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
as modified by the addition of the words suggested by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, will be again read. : 

The amendment, as modified, was again read. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I wish to make a point of order as 
to this amendment. I am not well acquainted with the rules of the 
House, but it strikes me that the proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio imposes upon a new committee, of which I do not find the name 
in the rules, the duties which belong to the Committee of Accounts. 
I ask the Chairman to cause Rule 98 to be read. When it is read, I 
ask the Chairman to say if this proposition does not deprive the 
Committee of Accounts of the duty confided to it by the rules. It 
strikes me that that committee has the absolute control of the ex- 
penditures of the contingent fund, and by transferring that duty to 
any other committee we change the rules of the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Have they control of the expenditures of past 
Congresses? Has our present committee that control ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. So far as 1 understand it, I think 
that some committee must audit the accounts of the contingent 
fund of the last House. I take it for granted that the Committee of 
Accounts of the present House has the duty of auditing the expendi- 
tures of the contingent fund of the last House. I do not, however, 
as a2 matter of fact, know how that account was closed up. 

Mr. CONGER. Lask the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewirr} 
if he is not aware that a very large amount of the appropriation for 
the investigating committees was placed in bills and passed by acts 
of both Houses, and was not a part of the contingent fund at all? If 
I am correct in my recollection, a good many thousand dollars were 
expended under appropriations made in that way in bills for the 
purpose. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. 
even if it be true, it does not 
amount was expended from the contingent fund of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. The Committee of Accounts could have nothing 
to do with anything but the contingent fund. And again, the pres- 
ent Committee of Accounts can have nothing todo with the expendi- 
tures of the contingent fund of the last House. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I would like to inquire which com- 
mittee audited the expenditures of the contingent fund of the last 
House. 

Mr. FOSTER. That is what we want to find out. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hrew- 
ITT] desire to have read the rule to which be has referred # 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Yes, sir; | ask that Rule 98 be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

It shall be the duty of the Committee of Accounts to superintend and control 


the expenditures of the contingent fund of the House of Representatives. Also, 
to audit and settle all accounts which may be charged thereon. 


_ Let it stand in itsoriginalshape. And then 
its privileges let that fact be reported to the 


Il was not aware of that fact. But, 
alter my position that a very large 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Now my point is this: that there 
must have been a balance of the contingent fund voted for the 


Forty-fourth Congress which came over to the Forty-tifth Congress, 
and that the Committee of Accounts of this Congress have the right 
and it is their duty to audit the contingent fund of the last House. 
But if that be so 1 make the point that the auditing of. that account 
is practically transferred by this amendment from the Committee of 
Accounts to anew committee, even the name of which I do not find 
in the rules at all. I ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FosTER] to 
explain what committee he intends to charge with this duty. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, I think the gentleman will find 
upon investigation that as regards the $100,000 given to the southern 
investigation committee, of which various gentlemen were chairmen, 
the auditing of the expenditures never passed through the Com- 
mittee of Accounts at all. He will find also, I believe, that a por 
tion of that fund was paid to dead-beats, a number of whom came 
from Ohio, for instance—six or eight or ten or twelve. 

A MEMBER. When was that? 

Mr. FOSTER. Last winter. I referred to it here before any appro- 
priation was made. I said at that time that many whose faces were 
pretty familiar at a democratic State convention were on this roll 
and being paid out of this fund. Whether that is true or not, I was 
so advised at the time and I think the facts justified the statement 
that was made. 

Now, I do not think that the Committee of Accounts have anything to 
do with this thing. I do not know how it is done exactly myself, and 


I am anxious to find out, and I want the other side of the House to 

help us find out. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. FOSTER. 


The debate now is upon the point of order. 
Oh, the point of order was made too Jate. 
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Mr. CLYMER. I hope the point of order will not be sustained and 
that the gentleman having the resolution in charge will accept the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. FostTer.] For 
one, a8 a member of this House, I desire the fullest investigation. If 
the officers elected by this side of the House, the officers of this body 
or any of its committees, have been derelict in duty, noone will join 
more heartily in their condemnation and punishment than I will. Ido 
not fear any investigation that can be made of that subject, and did 
I fear it I would be all the more ready to have it made; hence I 
trust that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] will promptly 
accede to the proposed amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Fosrer.] I do not believe that we, as a party, can suffer any- 
thing by it, and if we should the country will be the gainer. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I rise to a parliamentary question. 
I wish to inquire if the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
FosTER] will cover this point; he has made a charge upon his respon- 
sibility as a member of this House. 

Mr. FOSTER. No, I have made no charge whatever. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Iam about to repeat the charge 
you did make. 

Mr. FOSTER. Very well; go ahead. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. In debatea few moments ago the 
rentieman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] said that a democratic mem- 
yer of the House had a dead-beat summoned here in order to enable 
him to go to the Centennial, when it was known that he knew noth- 
ing that would be of any advantage to the committee. 

r. FOSTER. Exactly correct, except that I said a member of the 
last House. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Does this amendment offered by 
the gentleman cover an investigation of that question? If I am 
answered that it does not cover it, then unless he divulges the name 
of that unworthy member, if there be any truth in the charge, I 
shall move a resolution authorizing some committee to investigate 
that charge. 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman to whom I referred is not a member 
of this House. I said he was a member of the last House. The Cen- 
tennial did not occur this year. The Paris exposition is what the 
gentleman has in his head. [Laugbter. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I did not misunderstand the lan- 
guage of the gentleman. I understand his resolution to be that there 
shall be an investigation into the expenditure of money by the 
Forty-fourth Congress. Now I again repeat the inquiry, if you are 
going to investigate this expenditure by the Forty-fourth Congress, 
why may not the resolution cover the very question raised by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Foster ?] 

Mr. FOSTER. I think it should. The majority of the committee 
will be of the gentleman’s own political faith, and he should see to it 
that they do investigate that very matter. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. You do not answer my question 
yet. Does your resolution cover the charge you made? 

Mr. FOSTER. 1 think it should. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the House may in- 
struct a committee in relation to an investigation and overrules the 
poimt of order. The question now is upon the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Foster. ] 

Mr. FOSTER. I have modified it so as not to apply to the Senate. 

The amendment, as modified, was read. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Fos- 
TER] & question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. WOOD. It is a mere inquiry; I do not propose to discuss it ; 
I will ask him whether in case his amendment shall be adopted by 
the concurrence of both sides of the House the other side of the House 
will allow the investigation to go on under the resolution reported 
by me? Let gentlemen understand me, I inquire whether, if we 
consent to this additional inquiry, they will consent to the investiga- 
tions we have pro da? 

Mr. FOSTER. Several gentlemen around me say that I can speak 
for myself, but not for them. 

* Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] himself 
—— the resolution if so amended ? 
r. FOSTER. That is rather a difficult question—— 

Mr. WOOD. I wish to test the sincerity of the gentleman in re- 
gard to the investigation pro . 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to amend the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] by inserting the words 
“the Senate and” before the words “the House of Representatives; ” 
and I ask the Clerk to read the amendment as it will be if so amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Committee on Pablic Expenditures shall also investigate and report upon 
the expenditures of the various sums appropriated by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Forty-fourth Congress and of the Fortieth, Forty-first, 
Forty-second, and Forty-third Congressess, for the purpose of conducting the in- 
vestigations ordered by the Senate and House of Representatives of said Con- 


ases, reporting specifically as to whom and for what purpose and service the 
various items were paid. 


Mr. FOSTER. I think that is liable to a point of order. 


Mr. WOOD. We cannot make a joint resolution of what is a House 
resolution. 


If that isso I will vote for the 
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amendment to insert the words “‘the Senate and.” 
there is a precedent where the House has ever undertaken to jnye 
tigate what has been done by the Senate. I understand that to be 
against all the rules of parliamentary proceeding and courtesy 
Each branch is independent of the other. ' - 
tate at all, if a matter is charged there, to make their ow 
gation; and the House itself should make its own inves 
It seems to me that the whole peer of the amendment—] wwi}| not 
say that, but the effect of it wi 

an investigation in regard to the expenditures w 
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Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I do not propose to m 
resolution of it. 
Mr. BURCHARD. 


ake a joint 
I desire to make a point of order against the 
I do not think 


The Senate will not hesi- 


n investi- 
tigati-ns, 


be to defeat the eonten to make 
t hich have been 
made by the committees of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. MILLS. Would not the Senate refuse to permit their officers 
to testify or to have their records inspected by the House? ; 

Mr. BURCHARD. I think they would. 

Mr. GARFIELD. In addition to the point already made, I think 
the provision of the Constitution authorizing each House to make 
itsown rules for its government, in the very nature of the case, would 


exclude us from making rules for or interfering with the action of 


the other body. 

Mr. ATKINS. I would say to the gentleman that each House does 
not make its own appropriations. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Not at all; but it expends the appropriations 
made for it by both Houses. This is a proposition to inquire into 
what the Senate has done with the appropriations made for it. 

Mr. SPARKS. As I understand it, the point is as to the amount of 
money expended ; it is not what the Senate or the House may have 
done with the money, but it is what amount of money has been ex- 
pended for these investigations. The point raised by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] would apply to investigating the Depart- 
ments. How can you by resolution instruct a committee of this 
House to investigate an Executive Department? We propose simply 
to investigate as to the amount of money expended; nothing further. 
If the amount was expended by the Senate, all right; if by the House, 
allright. We want to know the amount of money expended. I think 
the House has clearly the right to order an inquiry of that sort. It is 
no reflection upon the Senate; it has nothing to do with the Senate. 
It is simply a proposition to ascertain the amount of money expended 
by these Congresses for this specific purpose. 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the gentleman a question just on that 
point. Would he consent for a moment, as a member of this House, 
that the Senate should through any of its committees in vestigate the 
expenditures of the House of Representatives? Would any one of 
us here consent to that fora moment? ‘The very moment that prop- 
osition came up the answer would be upon the lips of every member 
that that was a matter for the House itself to investigate. The com- 
mittee of the House that expends the money is a creature of the 
House and constituted under its rules. 

Mr. SPARKS. Precisely. I understand the gentleman. What we 
are endeavoring to get at here is the total amount of money expended 
by Congress in these investigations. I want to know what the Forty- 
fourth Congress, for instance, expended for this purpose. How am 
I to know that without learning the total expenditure? Part of it 
was expended by the Senate. The House originates appropriations 
and the Senate concurs in them. but what we want to get at is the 
total amount expended by Congress for this purpose. 

Mr. HALE. That is not all the gentleman wants. It is not simply 
the total amount, for that can be obtained by a glance at the reports. 
But it is how has the money been expended; has it been expended 
properly ; has it gone in the proper direction; has the committee ex- 
ceeded its authority by a wrong certification of witness fees, &e.? 

Mr. SPARKS. The gentleman is now putting up a man of hisown 
and knocking him down. I concur with the gentleman that we 
could not investigate the action of the Senate. But if we want to 
ascertain the amount of money expended for these investigations, 
certainly we must ascertain the amount expended by the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. That does not need investigation at all. 

Mr. SPARKS. If we should propose to investigate the wrongful 
acts of the Senate—— 

Mr. FOSTER. We cannot do that. 

Mr. SPARKS. I should think not; but in getting at the amount 
of moneys expended in these investigations, we certainly could get 
at the amount expended by the Senate as well as the amount ex- 
pended by the House. 

Mr. FOSTER. We can get that without investigation. 

Mr. SPARKS. That is all I want to do. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Let me ask a question. 

Mr. SPARKS. Certainly. : 

Mr. BLOUNT. Let me ask whether the resolution does not give 
this scope to the investigation, that is to inquire into all errors, 
abuses, and frauds? My recollection is that is the language of the 
resolution itself. 

Mr. SPARKS. I wish to put myself right on the record. I do not 
think the House can investigate, if you please, the wrongs «one by 
the Senate, but we can get at the amount of moneys voted for in- 
vestigations, and the amount expended on these investigations, 
whether by the Senate or by the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
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Mr. MILLS. I think, Mr. Chairman, the point of order made by 
the gentleman from Illinois is correct. — I think this House, it is very 
‘lear, has no legal authority to investigate anything which is com- 
; itted to theSenate. Now,it is very true, as contended by my friend 
en Illinois, [Mr. SPARKS,] @ member of the Committee on Appro- 


The amendment, as modified, was adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Maine [ Mr. ee in the nature of a substitute will now be read. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to modify that substitute. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Ihave an amendment to offer which, if it is 





riations, that it requires both bodies to agree in making appropria- 
em of money out of the Treasury of the United States ; but when 
they do so in @ bill for that purpose, they set apart so much for the 
contingent fund of the House of Representatives to be expended un- 
der the supervision and control of the House itself, and likewise a 
certain fund to be expended under the supervision and control of the 
Senate alone. : ( 

Now, sir, there is nothing truer in our system of Government than 
that the three departments into which it is divided are perfectly in- 
dependent, one of the other, that the executive, legislative and judi- 
cial departments are independent of each other. There is nothing 
truer than that. Likewise the two branches of the legislative de- 
partment are independent in the exercise of the legislative power 






accepted, as I understand that it will be, by the gentleman from 
Maine, may as well be read at the same time. 


Mr. HALE. Let this be adopted first and then I will accept the 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the modification of his sub- 


stitute proposed by the gentleman from Maine. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Add to the substitute the following : 
And any committee seeking to investigate as above provided may at any time 


apply for such leave under the above terms and provisions. 


The CHAIRMAN. The substitute will now be read as thus 


modified. 


The Clerk read as follows: 















confided to each. It is therefore beyond the power of this Congress 
to do what has been proposed, as I understand it, because if this 
House has any such power, then it is the supreme body, superior to 
the Senate, and can compel the officers and employés of that body to 
appear before our committees with their books and papers and to 
render account how they have discharged their duties. If we have 
it. then the Senate have it, and that body can exercise supervision 
over this. But in truth neither one has any authority over the other 
in respect to the duties conferred by law upon the other. In my 
judgment the amendment therefore is out of order. 
“The CHAURMAN. The Chair is of the opinion—— 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Allow me, Mr. Chairman, as I of- 
fered the amendment, to say a word before you render your decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Now, sir, nothing is more foreign to 
my desire than to do anything which would be discourteous to the 
Senate. I had this purpose in*view: a charge had been made 


Whenever any committee of this House shall ask for special and extraordinary 
powers, whether in relation to the time and conduct of its meetings, the power to 
send for persons and papers, the right to report at any time, or for any other ex- 
tension of its powers and duties for the purpose of investigating the conduct and 
action of any present or former officer of the Government, or the business of any 
Department, bureau, division, or branch of the public service that has been or may 
be under any such oflicer, the charges upon which such demand for investigation 
is based shall be presented in writing to the House with the names of such officers 
as are charged with improper or anlswful proceedings, and the particular state 
ments of the charges against them; and the same shall be accompanied by a state 
ment in writing, signed by one or more members of this House, that he has or they 
have reason to believe, and do believe, that the facts set forth in said charges and 
statements presented by the committee are true. And any committee seeking to 
investigate as above provided may at any time apply for such leave under the 
above terms and provisions. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I offer as an amendment to the substitute 
which has just been read the following : 

Strike out the words “ That the facts set forth in such chorges and statements 
presented by the committee are true,” and insert the following : 


_ That such charges and statements are so sustained by evidence as to make an 
investigation necessary. 


against the proper expenditure of money by the last Congress. The 
amendment as originally offered by the gentleman from Ohio was 
not so narrowed as only to embrace the House of Representatives. 
He so worded his amendment as to embrace both the Senate and the 
House. Afterward, when it was intimated there might have been 
improper expenditures by the Senate, that gentleman was quick upon 
his feet to ask leave for the modification of his amendment so as te 
omit any provision for investigation into the expenditures made by 
the Senate. 

I repeat again, Mr. Chairman, that I do not wish to offer any 
amendment which will be discourteous to the Senate. Nor do I wish 
this amendment adopted if it is not in order. I will submit with 
satisfaction to the decision of the Chair on that question. 

I wish, however, to give expression to my own opinion as to the 
right of this House to adopt such an amendment without being dis- 
courteous to the Senate. The money used by the Senate for the pur- 
pose of investigation was the people’s money, and was appropriated 
by the House ot Representatives as well as by the Senate: That be- 
ing true, then I maintain that the Representatives of the people, as 
their immediate agents, have a right, and it is their duty, to inquire 
whether the money belonging to their constituents and so appropri- 
ated by them, either for the use of the House or for the use of the 
Senate, has been properly or improperly expended. On that theory, 
I maintain the point of order is not well taken and that it is proper 
for us to embrace the expenditures of the Senate as well as of the 
House or either of the Departments in the proposed investigation. 

I have been tempted to say this amendment has been offered, as 
has been already asserted, mainly for the purpese of diverting at- 
tention and the investigation from the expenditures of the Depart- 
ments; yet in view of the charge made by the gentleman from 
Ohio, 1 desire this committee shall specifically investigate the truth 
or falsity of the charge as to whether any member of this or the last 
House has acted improperly with regard to the expenditures of last 
Congress or not. I felt then, and do now, that if it is proper for 
us to investigate the expenditure of the money by the House of Rep- 
Tesentatives and all other Departments of the Government, it is 
equally proper and legitimate for us to ascertain whether the public 
woney las been improperly expended by the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would not like to decide the consti- 
tutional question raised by the gentleman from Ohio. The members 
of the House might differ ia opinion from the Chair as to the proper 
construction of the Constitution. The Chair is of opinion that it is 
not a question of order to be determined by the Chair, but a question 
of propriety to be determined by the House. He therefore overrules 
the point of order. The question is on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Illinois, {Mr. TOWNSHEND. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I am desired by a number of my 
friends to withdraw the amendment, as there is some fear that it 
might be construed as in some way offensive to the Senate. I there- 
fore ask leave to withdraw the amendment. 

There was no 2 and the amendment was withdrawn. 

The C - The question is now on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio 


- =} suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Wuit- 





[Mr. Foster] as modified by the addition of 


Mr. HALE. I aceept that amendment. 
better than mine. 

Mr. TURNER, I wish to ask the gentleman how a committee could 
report that they had evidence which they believed would substan- 
tiate the charges if they were not allowed to send for either persons 
to present them or for papers to prove them ? 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. The word “ here” is used in the general sense, 
of course. The case that was read this afternoon was precisely in 
point and explains the use of the term in my amendment. There, 
Mr. Chairman, a member of the House stated that the evidence be- 
fore him, including the papers, aflidavits, &c., was such as to enable 
him to make the statement that an investigation was necessary. 

Mr. TURNER. Does the amendment say that? 

The question being taken on Mr. HALE’s substitute, as modified by 
himself, and by Mr. Cox, of Ohio, there were—ayes 89, noes 86. 

The CHAIRMAN. The substitute, as modified, is adopted. 

Mr. HALE. .The gentleman from New York can now move that 
the committee rise. 

Mr. WOOD. I call for tellers. 

Mr. HALE. Too late. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
states that he called for tellers in time, the Chair will put the ques- 
tion to the committee. 

Mr. HALE. Of course I do not wish to shut out any proper test of 
the sense of the committee ; but after the vote was announced we 
certainly sat here for a minute or more, and no call was made for 
tellers until I suggested to the gentleman from New York that he 
move that the committee rise; and then, after that suggestion, he 
called for tellers. I submit to the committee whether those are not 
the facts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not see the gentleman from New 
York rise in his seat to call for tellers; but if he states that he made 
the call in time, the Chair will recognize it. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the gentleman from New York to say whether 
my statement is not correct that he did not call for tellers until I 
rose and suggested to him that he move that the committee rise, 
when he said that he did not want to do that but asked for tellers, 

Mr. WOOD. I had called for tellers before the gentleman rose. 
The gentleman from Maine then suggested that the committee 
should rise. I then rose again and called for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair accepts the statement of the gentle- 
man from New York and will submit to the committee the question 
of ordering tellers. 

The question being taken, tellers were ordered; and Mr. Hae and 
Mr. Woop were appointed. 

The committee again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 101, 
noes 96. 

So the substitute, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD. I reserve the right to call for a vote on the substi- 
tute in the House. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend that motion by moving that the 
committee rise and report the resolutions to the House, with the 
amendments, unless that is what the gentleman’s intention is. 

Mr. WOOD. I moved that the committee rise. The gentleman 
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may make that motion, if he pleases, but I reserve the right to a sep- 
arate vote upon each of these amendments in the House. 

Mr. HALE. Then I make the motion to amend the motion of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. a ey so that the committee shall 
rise and report the resolutions to the House, with the amendments. 

The question was taken upon Mr. HaLe’s amendment; and it was 
agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Woop’s motion, as amended ; 
and it was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. EDEN reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the resolutions 
reported by the Committee on Ways and Means, providing for the 
investigation of certain Departments, and had directed him to report 





the same to the House with sundry amendments. 
Mr. WOOD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
Mr. HALE, I call the previous question upon the resolutions and 


amendments. 


Mr. WOOD. I insist upon the motion to adjourn. 
Mr. HALE. Oh, I hope the gentleman will not filibuster. 
Do not obstruct legislation. 
Mr. HALE. Is the motion to adjourn made pending my demand 
for the previous question ? 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 


The SPEAKER. 


tleman from Maine obtained the floor. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. 


journ. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. HUMPHREY. 


The motion to adjourn was made before the gen- 


I ask the yeas and nays upon the motion to ad- 


I desire to make a personal explanation. On 
the first vote taken in committee by tellers I voted. 


Iam paired with 


the gentleman from Alabama, Mr. LiGon, but forgot the fact at the 


moment. 


The SPEAKER. The mischief is done, and the Chair has no remedy 


for the gentleman. 
Mr. HUMPHREY. 
ment did not carry. 


more mischief of the same kind. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 102, nays 99, not 
voting 91; as follows: 


{[ Laughter. ] 
No mischief has been done, because the amend- 
I only desire to state that I will not make any 


YEAS—102. 
Atkins, Durham, Hewitt, Abram S. Ross, 
Banning, Eden, House, Scales, 
Bicknell, Eickhoff, Hunton, Schleicher, 
Blackburn, Elam, Jones, James T. Singleton, 
Blount, Evins, John H. Kenna, Southard, 
Boone, Felton, Kimmel, Sparks 
Bouck, Finley, Knapp, Springer, 
Bragg, Forney, Landers, Stenger, 
Bright, Franklin, Luttrell, Swann, 
Buckner, Faller, Lynde, Throckmorton, 
Cabell, Giddings, Mackey, Townshend, Rk. W. 
Caldwell, Tohn W. Glover, Manning, Turner, 
Caldwell, W. P. Goode, Martin, Turney, 
Candler Gunter, McKenzie, Vance, 
Chalmers, Hamilton, McMahon, Veeder, 
Clarke of Kentucky, Hardenbergh, Mills, y hitthorne, 
Clark of Missouri, Harris, Henry R. Morrison, /illiams, James 
Clymer, Harris, John T. Morse, Williams, Jere N. 
Cobb Hart, Muldrow, Willis, Benjamin A. 
Cook, Hartridge, Patterson, T. M. Wilson, 
Covert, Hartzell, Phelps, Wood, 
Cravens, Hatcher, Rea, Wright, 
Crittenden, Henkle, Reagan, Yeates, 
Cutler, Henry, Riddle, Young. 
Davis, Joseph J. Herbert, Robbins, 
Dickey, Hewitt, G. W. Roberts, 

NAYS—99. 
Aldrich, Danford, Ittner, Price, 
Bagley, Davis, Horace James, Rainey, 
Baker, John H. Deering, Jones, John 8S. Randolph, 
Banks, Denison, Joyce, Reed, 
Bayne, Dunnell, Keightley, Rice, William W. 
Bisbee, Dwight, Ketcham, Robinson, George D. 
Blair, Eames, Lathrop, Ryan, 
Boyd, Ellsworth, Lindsey, Sapp, 
Brentano, Errett, Marsh, 
Brewer, Evans,I. Newton McCook, Sinnickson, 
Briggs, Field, McGowan, Smith, A. Herr 
Brogden, Foster, McKinley, Stone, John W. 
Browne, Frye, Metcalfe, Stone, Joseph C. 
Bundy, Gardner, Mitchell, Strait, 
Burchard, Garfield, Monroe, Thompsen, 
Burdick, Hale, Neal, Townsend, Amos 
Cain, Harris, Benj.W. Norcross, Townsend, M. I. 
Calkins, Haskell, Oliver, Van Vorhes, 
Campbell, Hayes, O'Neill, Wait, 
Cannon, Hazelton, Overton, Ward, 
Caswell, Hendee, Pacheco, White, Michael D. 
Clark, Rush Henderson, Patterson, G. W. Williams, C. G. 
Cole Hubbell, Phillips, Williams, Richard 
Conger, Hungerford, Pollard, Wren. 
Cox, Jacob D, Hunter, Pound, 

NOT VOTING—1. 

Aiken, Bliss, Collins, Douglas, 
Bacon, Bridges, Cox, Samuel 8. Ellis, 
Baker, William H. Butler, © : Evans, James L. 
Ballou, Camp, Culberson, Ewing, 
Beebe, Carlisle, Cummings, Fort, 
Bell, Chittenden, Darrall, Freeman, 
Benedict, Claftin, Davidson, Garth, 
Bland, Clark, Alvah A. Dibrell, Gause, 
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Gibson, Ligon, Reilly, 


Th OTnily ” 
Hanna, Lockwood, ornburgh 


Rice, Americus V. Tipton 


Harmer, Loring, Robertson, Tacker 
Harrison, Maish, Robinson, Milton S. Waddell 
Hiscock, Mayham, Sampson, Walker’ 
Hooker, Money, Sayler, Walsh.’ 
Humphrey, Morgan, Sexton, Warner 

Jones, Frank Muller, Shelley, Watson. 
Jorgensen, Page, Slemons, Welch. 

Keifer, Peddie, Smalls, White. Harry 
Kelley, Potter, Smith, William E. Williams, Alpheus 
Killinger, Powers, Starin, Williams ane wos 
Knott, Pridemore, Steele, Willis, Alberts" 
Lapham, Pugh, Stephens, Willits. , 
Leonard, Quinn, Stewart, 


During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. TURNEY. My colleague, Mr. REILLY, is detained at home o, 
account of serious sickness in his family. . 

Mr. WOOD. My colleague, Mr. LocKWoop, is paired with my 
colleague, Mr. Hiscock, and my colleague, Mr. Mayuam s 
with my colleague, Mr. STARIN. 

Mr. PAGE. Upon all political questions—and I presume this js 
considered one—I am paired with Mr. WALKER, of Virginia. ’ 

Mr. POWERS. Iam paired with the gentleman from Kentucky 
Mr. CARLISLE. If presént, he would vote “ay” and I should yor. 
“ no.” 

Mr. TUCKER. I am paired with Mr. Lapuam. If he were pres. 
ent, I should vote “ ay” and I suppose he would vote “ no.” 

Mr. KEIFER. As this question is regarded as a political one, | 
will state that Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. EWING. of Ohio. 

Mr. SCALES. My colleague, Mr. STEELE, is at home by reason of 
sickness. 

Mr. ELLIS. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. LEoNarD. If he 
were present, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” I desire 
also to state that my colleague, Mr. ROBERTSON, is detained from his 
place here by serious illness in his family. 

Mr. MCMAHON. My colleague, Mr. RICE, is paired with Mr. Free. 
MAN. If present, he would vote™ ay.” 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I desire to state that my colleague, 
Mr. LiGon, is paired with Mr. HumpHrey. If present, Mr. Licoy 
would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. DEERING. On this question my colleague, Mr. CumMNGs, is 
paired with Mr. WARNER, of Connecticut. If present, my colleagu: 
would vote “ no.” 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan. I desire to state that Mr. Tiproy, of 
Illinois, is paired with Mr. Cox, of New York. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Iam paired with Mr. WILLIs, of Kentucky. 

Mr. WILLITS. I am patred with my colleague, Genera! Wi 
IAMS, who is detained at his rooms by illness. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Iam paired with Mr. LiGon, of Alabama. 

Mr. FORT. On this question I am paired with Mr. BELL, of Geor- 
gia. If he were present, I would vote “ no.” 

Mr. O’NEILL. My colleagues, Mr. HARMER and Mr. CoLLins, are 
paired. If present, Mr. COLLINS would vote “ ay” and Mr. Harwer 
would vote no.” My colleagues, Judge KELLEY and Colone! Maisu, 
are paired. 

Mr. MAISH. I understand that my colleague. Mr. O'NEILL, has 
just stated to the House that I am paired with my colleague, Judge 
KELLEY, on this question. I am paired with Judge KELLEY upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. HAs, | but | do 
not understand that I am paired on this question. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Then I will withdraw the announcement. 

Mr. MAISH. I asked a gentleman on the other side of the House 
whether that pair would include the motion to adjourn, and he gave 
it as his opinion that it would not. 

Mr. CONGER. Some gentlemen on this side have declined to vote, 
considering this a political question. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Several of our members have declined to vote 
on the ground that this is a political question. 

Mr. MAISH. Under the circumstances then I will withdraw m) 
vote. 

Mr. JORGENSEN. I am paired on this question with Mr. SaYL&r, 
of Ohio. ; 

Mr. O'NEILL. My colleague, Mr. K1ILLINGER, is paired on this 
question with Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. If present, my colleague 
would vote “no.” : 

Mr. COX, of New York. Iam paired on all votes connected with 
this subject with Mr. T1pTon, of Illinois. 


» 18 paired 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Pending the announcement of the result of the vote, -cave of 
absence was granted, by unanimous consent, as follows: 

To Mr. CoLuins, for one week. 

To Mr. Knorr, indefinitely. 

To Mr. MayuaM, until the 20th instant. 

To Mr. WiLL1aMs, of Michigan, until Monday next. 

To Mr. Rosryson, of Indiana, for ten days. 

To Mr. ROBERTSON, indefinitely. 

To Mr. REILLY, for ten days. 4 

Mr. PAGE. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a bill for refer 
ence only. 

Mr. EDEN. I call for the regalar order. h 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the announcement of the 








1878. 


———— 













vote on the motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
ore i . 
that the House now adjourn. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

So the motion to adjourn was agreed to; and accordingly (at four 
o'clock and thirty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 

















PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
wnder the rule, and referred as stated : : 

Ry the SPEAKER: The petition of Theodore Artzt, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petitions of J. B. Lippincott & Co., publishers, and of 
Barrows Savery Company, manufacturers, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, that the tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly in- 
vestigated —to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ATKINS: The petition of John T. Currier & Co., manu- 
facturers of cotton at Paris, Tennessee, of similar import—to the 
same committee. ; Aa 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of T. J. McGillicredy, worthy 
patriarch, and E. J. Morris, grand scribe of the grand division of the 
Sons of Temperance of Ohio, for a commission of inquiry concerning 
the alcoholic liquor traffic—to the same committee. ; 

Also, the petition of C. A. Young and others, that a better location 
and better buildings be provided for the United States Naval Ob- 
servatory—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, a communication from the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, 
relative to a proposed change of the law regulating the construction 
of bridges acror? the Ohio River, and protesting against the same— 
to the Committ: © on Commerce. 

Also, the petiuion of Lieutenant Henry Metcalf, of the Ordnance 
Department, United States Army, for permission to accept a decora- 
tion from the Sultan of Turkey—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of A. M. Byers & Co., manufacturers 
of iron at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, that the tariff duties remain un- 
changed until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways | 
and Means. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of citizens of Wisconsin, for the re- 
peal of the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BREWER: Resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, op- 
posing a reduction of the duty on foreign wools—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Moses Sawyer and other manu- | 
facturers of woolens, at North Weare, New Hampshire, that tariff 
duties remain unchanged until the question is thoroughly investi- | 
gated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BROWNE: The petition of 350 citizens of Wayne County, 
indiana,that the duty on linseed and linseed-oil remain unchanged— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee: The petition of E. A. Collins, 
aulministrator of W. P. Collins, deceased, to be refunded taxes ille- | 
gally assessed and collected by United States authorities—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: The petitions of A. D. Griffin and others, 
of Vinton, lowa; of J. P. Ripley and others, of lowa; of Nathan 
Worley and others, of Iowa; and of A. C. Abbott and others, of Mar- 
shall County, Iowa, that the duty on flaxseed and linseed-oil re- 
main unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of J. Strickler, manufacturer of woolens, at Iowa 
City, lowa, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly 
investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLYMER: The petition of Thomas E. Williams, manufact- 
urer of iron, at Shortletsville, Pennsylvania, of similar import—to | 
the same committee. 

By Mr. COX: The petition of Frank Snyder, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petitions of R. Holt, May Rue & Co., and | 
other manufacturers of cotton, &c., at Paterson, New Jersey; and 
of North Jersey Iron Company, manufacturers’ of iron, at Port Oram, 
New Jersey, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly 
investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DANFORD: The petition of Jefferson Iron-Works Com- 
pany, manufacturers of pig-iron, at Steubenville, Ohio, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DUNNELL : The Petition of C. A. Young and others, for the | 
removal of the Naval Observatory to a healthier and otherwise bet- | 
ter location and secure to it fire-proof buildings—to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. DURHAM: Papers relating to the establishment of post- | 
routes between Live Creek and Vernon, Kentucky; and between | 
Valley Oak, Salum Store, Dabney, Anderson’s Mili, and Vanhook’s | 
oe Kentucky—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- | 

8. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: Resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, 
Ware ne = aaa of the tariff duty on wool—to the Committee of 

ud Means. 

Also, the petition of the Grand Division of the 
of the District of 
the alcoholic liquo 
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Also, the petitien of George Corscallen, manufacturer of lumber, 
&c., at Omer, Michigan, that tariff duties remain unchanged until 
thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FENN: Recommendation of Charity Grange, Idaho Terri- 
tory, for an appropriation for the improvement of the Clearwater 
River, in the Territory of Idaho—to the Committee*on Commerce. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The Petition of C. A. Young and others, for the 
removal of the Naval Observatory to a healthier and otherwise better 
location, and secure to it fire-proof buildings—to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petitions of Denison Paper Manufacturing 
Company, and other manufacturers of paper, &c., at Mechanic Falls, 
Maine; and of Hiram Hall & Co., manufacturers, at East Wilton, 
Maine, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investi- 
gated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. F 

By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of A. Gottschalk & Co., and other 
manufacturers of silk, soap, &c., at Ottawa, Kansas, of similar im- 
port—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Rebecca Adams, for compensation for property 
destroyed by Indians—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of W. C. O’Brian for compensa- 
tion for property taken and destroyed by the United States Army— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HENDEE: The petition of the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union of Saint Albans, Vermont, for a commission of in- 
quiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Gant & Shephardson, manufacturers at Fair- 
fax, Vermont, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly 
investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of W. Wilson Byron, F. P. Phelps, 
L. Ross, and 150 others, for an appropriation for the improvement of 
the harbor at Cambridge, Maryland—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of John H. Smith and 15 others, of Wicomico, 
Maryland, for the erection of a light-house in or near Hooper’s 
Straits—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of New York: The petition of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New York City, for legislation that will anthorize the 
correction of errors in the assessment of duties on imports—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of D. W. Flora, A. P. Day, and 
other citizens of Newaggo, Michigan, that a pension be granted to 
Daniel H. Morrison—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petitions of James Pascal, R. T. McKay, and 70 other 
citizens of Champion, Michigan; of Henry W. Sterling and 25 other 
citizens of English, Michigan; of Henry Worthem, T. L. Chadbourne, 
and 25 other citizens of Houghton, Michigan; of Peter W. Hornback, 
Byron Cubbley, and 75 other citizens of Point Saint Ignace, Michi- 
gan; and of Alfred Meads, George D. Greentield, and 50 other citi- 


| zens of Ontonagon, Michigan, for the establishment of a United States 


court in the upper peninsula of Michigan, to be called the northern 
district of said State—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, opposing the re- 
moval of the tariff on wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petitions of Tioga Manufacturing Company an‘ other 
manufacturers of lumber at Big Rapids, Michigan; and of Lake Su- 
perior Iron Company and other manufacturers and ore miners of 
Ishpeming, Michigan, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thor- 
oughly investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of 8. Rudesill, manufacturer of 
lumber at Wilson, Wisconsin, of similar import—to the same com 


| mittee. 


Also, papers relating to the claim of W. 8S. McKnight and James 
W. Richardson—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JOYCE: The petition of Edwin F. Lewis, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the National Horse Nail Company, manufac- 
turers of nails at Vergennes, Vermont, that tariff duties remain un- 
changed until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 


| and Means. 


By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of John J. Marshall, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of B. Conroy and others, of 
Reading, California, for the abrogation of the Burlingame treaty be- 
tween the United States and China—to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

By Mr. MACKEY: The petition of McCoy & Linn, manufacturers of 
iron, at Milesbury, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MANNING: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between New Albany, Davis’s Mills, Darden’s Store, and Cor- 
nersville, Mississippi—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads. 

By Mr. MCKENZIE: Papers relating to the claim of Strong & 
Frankel for compensation for property destroyed by the confederate 
forces—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of W.C. Downs, for a pension—to the Committee 


By Mr. MCKINLEY: The petitions of Haldeman Paper Company, 
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of Lockland; of John Wyllie & Sons and other manufactarers of 3 OF > sEN aia 
China-ware, at East Liverpool; and of Buchert, Selk & Co., of Can- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV ES. 
ton, all in Ohio, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly FRIDAY, January 11, 1878. 


investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. . porte : 
By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of John 8. Ankeny, Robert Lytle, ‘The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. 
A. Hl. Currie, and others, of Greene County, Ohio, that the tariff W. P. HaRRIson. 


duties on flaxseed and linseed-oil remain unchanged—to the same The Journal of yesterday was read. , 

eoanashtéen. Mr. PRICE. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a bil] for ref 
Also, the petition of D. A. Trump, James Hager, and others, of erence only. 

Darke County, Ohio, of similar import—to the same committee. Mr. HALE. I call for the regular order. 


Also, the petition of William Hughes, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of E. W. Metcalf, for the establish- 
ment of a tribunal to adjudicate upon further claims to the Geneva 
award—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NEAL: The petitions of Globe Iron Company, of Jackson, 
Ohie; of Richland Furnace Company, of Richland, Ohio; of Milton 
Furnace Coal Company, of Wellston, Ohio; of Waddell, Blazer & 
Co., of Gallipolis, Ohio; of L. C. Robinson & Co. and other manu- 
facturers of iron, at Portsmouth, Ohiv; and of Union Iron Company, 
of Portsmouth, Ohio, that tariff duties remain unchanged until 
thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: The petition of Ruth I. Naylor, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of John Sullivan & Sons, of Philadelphia, for a 
change of the tariff on fine stay-binding and fine cotton-yarns—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: The petition of Charles Eichlitz, for the 
payment of a voucher issued to him by Brevet Major J. L. Hodges, 
United States Army, for rent of certain buildings in Indianola, Texas— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petitions of Chestnut Hill 
Iron Ore Company, and of C, 8. Kauffman & Co., and other manufact- 
urers of iron, &c., at Columbia, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of the Susquehanna Canal Company and the 
Tidewater Canal Company, for compensation for the loss of their bridge 
over the Susquehanna River, near Columbia, Pennsylvania, burned 
by order of General Couch, commanding United States forces—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of the Columbia Bank of Pennsylvania, for com- 
pensation for the loss of Columbia bridge, burned by order of General 
Couch, United States Army—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of 60 employés in the cork manufactories of Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the reduction of the duty 
on imported cork—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of M.S. Cadwell, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
manufacturer of cork, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: The petition of certain officers of the Mexican 
war, and others, that a pension be granted to Mrs. Mary E. Owens— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Edwin R. Roberts, for compensation for serv- 
ices rendered as a clerk at the Union Indian Agency, at Muscogee, 
Indian Territory—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petitions of Wagman, 
Thorpe & Co., manufacturers of paper, at Fort Miller, New York ; of 
Troy Fire-Brick Company ; of C. P. Stearns & Co., manufacturers of 
boxes, at Troy, New York; and of Daniel Bruner & Son, manufact- 
urers of yarn at New Lebanon, Kentucky, that tariff duties remain 
unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Also, the petition of Peter Havermans, that he be granted patents 
to certain lands claimed by the Southern Minnesota Railroad Com- 
pany—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. TURNEY: The petition of W. H. Bailey & Co., manufact- 
urers of locomotives, at Connellsville, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until after a thorough investigation—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of J. N. Gill, for compensation for 
inventions used by the United States—to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of W. C. Dodge, of similar import—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of Samuel Riddle & Son, manufact- 
urers at Green Riddle, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties remain un- 
changed until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of J. D. Sarvern, for an ex- 
tension of a patent—to the Committee on Patents. 

_ By Mr. WOOD: The petition of Van Tassell Conklin, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Francis Watt, of similar import—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of Scranton Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Scranton, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties remain entietaed 
until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Charles Daugherty—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a correction of the Journal (I heard read 
only the latter portion of it) with reference to the question whether 
the motion for the previous question is now pending or not. I do pot 
understand the fact to be in accordance with the Journal as reaq py 
the Clerk. I ask that that portion of the Journal be again read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The House having proceeded to its consideration, Mr. HALE demanded the Te 
vious question thereon. ™ 


Mr. SPRINGER. My understanding is that the gentleman fron 
New York [Mr. Woop] had the floor and moved to adjourn. Pend. 
ing the question on the motion to adjourn the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. HALE] called for the previous question. Under the rule the 
motion to adjourn took precedence. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated at the time that the gentlemay 
from New York [Mr. WooD] was recognized to make the motion to 
adjourn prior to the time when the gentleman from Maine [Mr 
HALE] arose and called the previous question, being recognized to 
make a motion of higher privilege than the demand for the previous 
question. It is within the province of the gentleman from Maine to 
make that motion whenever the unfinished business is resumed, and 
it would be the duty of the Chair to recognize him to make such mo. 
tion, because the Committee of the Whole by its action sustained the 
substitute which he offered. 

Mr. CONGER. My point of order is that this is private-bill day. 

The SPEAKER. This isa correction of the Journal, which is ip 
order on any day. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make this point of order in regard to the mo- 
tion to adjourn, that under the rules that motion takes precedence 
of all other motions. 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly, and so the Chair has stated. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The motion to adjourn having carried, I hold that 
the demand for the previous question was not pending. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the demand for the previous 
question was not pending, but at the same time the Chair would \x 
bound to recognize the gentleman from Maine to test the sense of 
the House, when the subject is again up for consideration, by making 
the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. As the Journal now stands, the demand for the 
previous question is pending. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will read exactly what occurred; it 
will be found in the REcorD, pages 16 and 17: 

Mr. Haug. Is the motion to adjourn made pending my demand for the previous 
question ? 


The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn was made before the gentleman from 
Maine attempted to obtain the floor. 


Mr. ROBBINS. The Journal does not read like the Recorp. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal will be corrected. The gentleman 
from Maine suffers nothing by the correction. 

Mr. HALE. As my seociution had been passed by the Committee 
of the Whole, the moment the committee rose and the Speaker 
reached the chair and the announcement was made of what was be- 
fore the House I rose to demand the previous question. ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York was recognized 
to a more privileged motion, which was the motion to adjourn, bu 
whenever the subject comes up the Chair would feel bound to recog: 
nize the gentleman from Maine, whose substitute prevailed in the 
Committee of the Whole, to test the sense of the House on bis de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. HALE. Undoubtedly I am aware in that regard I am safe in 
the hands of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal should be corrected. s 

Mr. WOOD. It is exceedingly important the Journal should be 
corrected. The facts are stated accurately in the Recorp. The 
chair recognized me immediately upon the announcement of the re 

rt from the Committee of the Whole, and before the gentleman 

rom Maine had made his demand for the previous question, to move 
that the House do now adjourn, and therefore the gentleman's prop 
sition is not before the House. ie 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the gentleman from Ne¥ 
York only because he rose to make a motion which, under the rules, 
had precedence. If the motion to adjourn had been voted down 
then, according to the uniform practice and in compliance with the 
well-known principle of parliamentary law, the Chair would have 
recognized the gentleman from Maine, whose substitute prevailed 2 
the committee, to test the sense of the House on the demand for the 
previous question. ‘ 

Mr. HALE. I do not consider it. material, for whenever the ques 
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comes up the Chair will undoubtedly recognize my demand for 
_ evious question on the resolution as amended in committee. 
oe SPRINGER. Then the Journal will be corrected to show that 
he previous question was not pending when the House adjourned. 
‘ The SPEAKER. There being no objection, the correction will be 
= Journal, as corrected, was then approved. 
BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks unanimous consent to present 
various executive communications which ought to go at once to the 
appropriate committees of the House. If there be no objection the 
Chair will go to the business upon the Speaker's table and make 
disposition of those documents. 

There was no objection. 


FORT BOISE AND FORT LAPWAI MILITARY ROAD. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from the 
secretary of War, transmitting a report of the commanding general 
of the department of Columbia on the bill (H. R. No. 885) making 
appropriation for a military road from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai, in 
Idaho Territory ; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting an estimate of appropriation for 
the payment of claims originating prior to July 1, 1875, under sec- 
tions 3687 and 3689 of the Revised Statutes; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, with power to order the printing 
of the papers in case the committee should deem it necessary. 


BRIDGE OVER THE MISSOURI RIVER AT GLASGOW. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response te the application of 
the Committee on Commerce, a copy of the indorsement by the Chief 
Engineer of the report of Major Suter, of the Engineer Corps, on the 
pill (H. R. No. 1074) to authorize the construction of a bridge across 
the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


WEST POINT SANITARY REPORT. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of War, transmitting a letter of advice accompanying the sanitary 
report of the surgeon at West Point; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 


EXPORT OF LIVE ANIMALS, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting a communication from the collector 
of customs at Brownsville, in relation to the export of live animals 
from the United States; which was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


EMPLOYES OF TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, recommending legislation in reference to neces- 
sary employés of that Department whose services will have to be 
dispensed with unless appropriations be made for their payment. 

Mr. BANKS. Will it be in order for me, Mr. Speaker, to make a 
motion in reference to that communication? I would like, with the 
consent of the House, to make a statement of not more than one 
minute in regard to it. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection ? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BANKS. I wish to state that there are sixty employés, mostly 
ladies, who are to be discharged from the service of that Department 
on the 19th of this month. I am informed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury that $30,000 transferred from the appropriation for the Bu- 
reau of Engraving and Printing to the Treasury will enable these 
ladies to be employed until the regular appropriation bill shall be 
considered or passed by Congress. A considerable amount has been 
saved in the expenses for engraving and printing by the bureau; and, 
with the consent of the House, I will move a joint resolution that 
$30,000 be transferred from the appropriation for that bureau. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I must object. 

The SPEAKER. There is objection. The communication is re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HALE. I ask as this is a very special and a very pressing 
matter that the Committee on Appropriations have leave to report 
upon it at any time. 

A MEMBER. They have that power already. 

_ Mr. HALE. They have not that power except in regard to report- 
ing a regular appropriation bill, and the committee might want to 
report a special bill for this purpose. I ask, therefore, that the com- 


mittee have leave to report u nm this matter at any time. 
Objection was made. owe 7 


ADVERTISING LABELS ON CURRENCY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Sec- 
tetary of the Treasury, transmitting copies of letters from the Di- 


tector of the Mint respecting advertising labels pasted or stamped 
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upon fractional coin and currency and concurring in the opinion 
that additional legislation is necessary to prevent such defacement ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures. 


FORT HARKER MILITARY RESERVATION. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of War, relative to the Fort Harker military reservation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury, transmitting a report of contingert expenses 
of the Treasury Department for the year ending June 30, 1877; 
was referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury De- 
partment. 


which 


REPORT OF COAST SURVEY. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with section 4690 of 
the Revised Statutes, the report of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey for the year ending June 30, 1877; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 


CIVIL EMPLOYES IN NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of the Navy, giving, in compliance with section 11 of the act of 
August 26, 1842, astatement of civil employés in the Navy Depart- 
ment during the year ending December 31, 1877, with time each was 
employed and sums paid each ; and also astatement of employés for 
temporary clerical services under section 2 of the act of August 15, 
1876; which were referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


FORT LEAVENWORTH MILITARY RESERVATION. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of War, transmitting a letter from the governor of the military 
prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 


RATES FOR PUBLIC ADVERTISING. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury, transmitting the opinion of the Attorney-Gen- 
eral relative to the rates to be paid for public advertising under the 
provisions of sections 853 and 654 of the Revised Statutes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
Mr. ELAM, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 


the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the 
following title: “A bill (H. R. No. 1637) establishing post-roads ;” 
when the Speaker signed the same. 


REFUNDING OF NATIONAL DEBT. 
Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


2152) to promote the deposit of savings and the refunding of the 


national debt ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Commit‘ee of Ways and Means,and ordered to be printed 
PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. WOOD. Before the vacation there were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means executive documents: one a letter from 


the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to the pay of informers for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, and another from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, relating to the investigation of the New York custom- 
house. 


I now move that those documents be printed, the order to 
print at the time they were referred to the committee not having 
been made. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WUOD. Iam directed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to ask the House to adopt the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be authorized to have printed 
any documents for the use of said committee that they may deem necessary in 
connection with subjects in relation to the revenue being considered by said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I must object to that resolution. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. ELLs- 
WORTH ] will not object to this, as it is for the convenience of the 
committee, and it is a right that has always been granted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I withdraw my objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted ; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PAY OF FOLDERS. 
Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 
Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts inquire into the expediency of paying 
the folders of the House folding-room for the transportation of books in the base- 
ment of the Capitol from March 1, 1877, to January 18, 1478, the same being extra 
services performed by said folders, for which no compensation has been made. 
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COUNSEL FEES, 

Mr. HASKELL, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2153) to provide for the payment of counsel fees in Osage ceded land | 
suits: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL M’DOUGAL. 


Mr. HASKELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2154) for the relief of Daniel McDougal; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PRINTING OF EVIDENCE. 

Mr. BRAGG submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and it is hereby, author- 
ized and empowered to print such evidence as it has taken and may take under | 
the resolution of the House of November 16, last, and its report thereon, with leave 
to report the same at any time 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAPP. I desire to introduce some bills for reference. 

Mr. SPRINGER. There area number of gentlemen who have bills 
which they desire to introduce, and I ask unanimous consent that 
the States and Territories be called as on Mondays for the introduc- 
tion of bills. 

Mr. KELLEY. Is not this private bill day ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. SAPP. We can get through with the business in a few min- 
utes. 

Mr. KELLEY. I will not object. 

RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

Mr. SAPP, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2155) to give construction to the act entitled “An act to provide for 
the resumption of specie payments,” approved January 14, A. D. 1875, 
and for other purposes ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to 
be printed. 





INVESTMENT OF SAVINGS. 

Mr. SAPP also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2156) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue coupon 
bonds of the United States of the denominations of $15, $25, $50, and 
$100 for the investment of savings, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


GRANT TO CITY OF COUNCIL BLUFFS. 


Mr. SAPP also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2157) to grant to the corporate authorities of the city of Council 
Blutis, in the State of Iowa, for public uses, a certain lake or bayou 
situated near said city; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN HOBSON. 


Mr. MORRISON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 2158) for the relief of John Hobson, of Madison County, Illinois ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBELL. TI call for the regular order. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. COX, of New York. I move that when the House adjourns to- 
day it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The question was put; and on a division there were—ayes 132, 
noes 33. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered, only 10 voting in favor thereof, not one- 
fifth of a quorum. 

Mr. COX, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
motion was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HUBBELL. I now insist on the regular order. 

Mr. TUCKER. I wish to introduce a bill, for reference only. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain the request as the 
regular order is demanded. The regular order is the morning hour 
and the call of the committees for reports of a private nature. 

— HALE. I rise toa question of order. By Rule 51 it is provided 
that— 


As soon as the Journal is read, and the unfinished business in which the House 
was engaged at the last preceding adjournment has been disposed of, reports from 
committees shall be called for and disposed of; in doing which the Speaker shall 
call upon each standing committee in regular order, and then upon select com- 
mittees ; and if the Speaker shall not get throngh the call upon the commitiees 
before the House passes to other business, he shall resume the next call where he 
left off, giving preference to the report last under consideration: Provided, That 
whenever any committee shall have occupied the morning hour on two days, it 
shall not be in order for such committee to report further until the other com- 
mitvees shall have been called in their turn. 


| Woop,] who had charge of the original resolution and w} 
| desirous that this very important matter should be presse 
| at the very first opportunity. And I hope that now, whil 


| as unfinished business. 











_——— 

My point is that the business upon which this House w 
for two days hefore the recess and on yesterday, immediately 

the reassembling of the House, comes up this morning as un{;, a 

business, I make this point all the more readily because | am op 


shall have the co-operation of the gentleman from New York, [Mr 


10 Was « 
d to a Vote 
*Ilam isk. 
atter may ly 


as engaged 


ing a ruling upon this point of order, so that the m 


| brought up this morning and disposed of, the gentleman froy, \,.. 


York will assist me with his knowledge of parliamentary Jay ., 
invoke, if perchance there be any, such other rule besides ihat w)., 
I have quoted as will support my proposition, that the sul 
consideration of which we were engaged yesterday come 


that whic} 
ject in the 


S Up to-day 


TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 51, the rule to which » 
gentleman from Maine refers. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

As soon as the Journal is read, and the unfinished business in which the Hy 
was engaged at the last preceding adjournment has been disposed of, reports fro: 
committees shall be called for and disposed of ; in doing which the Speaker sh 
call upon each standing committee in regular order, and then upon select 
tees; and if the Speaker shall not get through the call upon the committees } fi 
the House passes to other business, he shall resume the next call where be left ; f 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read Rule 56. 
The Clerk read as follows: 









The consideration of the unfinished business in which the House may be engan 
at an adjournment shall be resumed as soon as the Journal of the next day js p 
and at the same time each day thereafter until disposed of ; and if, from any caus 
other business shall intervene, it shall be resumed as soon as such other busiz 
disposed of. And the consideration of all other unfinished business shall be resum: 
whenever the class of business to which it belongs shall be in order under the ry 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read Rule 128, relating to thy 
proceedings of the House on Fridays. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Friday in every week shall be set apart for the consideration of private bills ap 
private business, in preference to any other, unless otherwise determined | 
majority of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Andthe Clerk will now read Rule 41. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

When any motion or proposition is made, the question, ‘“‘ Will the House now 
consider it!” shall not be put unless it is demanded by some member, or is 
deemed necessary by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Har} dé 
sire to make any further remarks upon the point of order he has 
raised ? 

Mr. HALE. If the Chair shall rule that under the rules just read 
Friday is set apart for the consideration of private business to th 
exclusion of the unfinished business of the day before, then in order 
to give effect to that clause of Rule 128, which suys, “ unless other- 
wise determined by a majority of the House,” I shall move that the 
House now proceed to the consideration of the unfinished business of 
yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. Is the gentleman through? 

Mr. HALE. For the present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the latter clause of Rule 5, 
which reads, “and the consideration of all other unfinished busivess 
shall be resemed -whenever the class of business to which it belongs 
shall be in order under the rules,” taken in connection with Rule 1, 
which provides that on Friday private business shall have the prefer- 
ence unless a majority of the House shall determine otherwise, would 
remit the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hauer] for his remedy to Rul 
41, which provides for raising the question of consideration. 

Mr. HALE. That is the question which I wish to raise. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine, then, desires to test 
the sense of the House upon the question of proceeding now with the 
consideration of private business. 

Mr. HALE. For the purpose—— ; 

Mr. EDEN. Can that be done until after the expiration of the 
morning hour? Is not the cull of committees during the morning 
hour the first business now in order? * : 

The SPEAKER. The question of consideration can be raised 3 
any time, and properly so, for under the rule the majority of the 
House has the right to proceed to such business as it may desire. 

Mr. WOOD. I suppose that there is no doubt of the fact that 
under Rule 41 the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. HALE] orany othermem- 
ber can raise the question of consideration at this time. I mer y 
wish to suggest to that gentleman, because I have no disposition © 
interfere with the bringing of the business of yesterday square’) 
before the House, and a full House—I suggest to the gentleman 
whether, in view of the fact that there are many gentlemen here 
largely interested in private bills, he can absolutely test the sense of 
the House on a vote collateral to the question under consideration 
yesterday, by a motion to lay aside private bills. . ae 

Mr. HALE. Isupposeeverybody understands the object of my rais 
ing the question of consideration in regard to private business to- i 
If that is voted down, then the unfinished business of yesterday withe 
come up and the previous question would be called upon 1. Ml 
House, unusually full this morning, would at once pass upon the vexe 
questions that have been troubling us, not only yesterday but during 














the last days ot the session before the recess. I suppose there would 
pe no question, if private business is not considered and we are left 
to the consideration of public business, that. the unfinished business 
of yesterday would come over for consideration now. 

The SPEAKER. The effect would be to make to-day the same for 
business as Tuesday next. : , 

Mr. HALE. And of course the first business to be considered would 
be the unfinished business of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. That is so. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I suppose there is no question as to the 
right of the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. HALE] to raise the question 
of consideration on a Friday. I would call the attention of gentle- 
men to the ruling of the Speaker upon the Paris exposition bill, in 
regard to which my colleague from New York [Mr. Woop] himself 
invoked the assistance of this very rule. 

Mr. WOOD. I would suggest to my colleague that the cases are 
not similar. 

" The SPEAKER. The same rule regulates all subjects alike. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Whether private-bill day or not the Chair 
has decided the majority of the House can, the question of considera- 
tion being raised, set aside that private business to go to public busi- 
ness. This isthe unfinished public business, and the gentleman from 
Maine having the floor can raise the question of consideration. If 
that motion be agreed to, and the private business is postponed and 
that unfinished public business taken up, then I give notice in 
order to test the sense of the House that 1 shall move to recommit 
the whole subject to the Committee of Ways and Means so that that 
committee may report it back when we have a full House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine raises the question of 
consideration, and the question now before the House is whether or 
not the private business shall be taken up at this time. 

The House refused to proceed to the consideration of private busi- 


ness. 


COMMITTEE INVESTIGATIONS. 


Mr. HALE. I rise now, Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of calling 
the previous question upon the resolution reported by the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union yesterday, but before doing 
so I will yield for a moment to the gentleman from Lllinois to move 
an amendment. 
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Mr. BURCHARD. Mr. Speaker, as there may be a question, and 
it has been suggested, whether the amendments adopted to the orig- 
inal resolutions are pending or not in the House, I now offer to the 
substitute the amendment which I submitted in the committee to 
the original resolutions and which was adopted. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Has the previous question been called 
by the gentleman from Maine ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I wish to give notice now that if the pre- 
vious question is not seconded I will move that the whole subject, 
the resolutions and pending amendments, be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. I believe there are no amendments pending from 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COX, of New York. But the gentleman from Illinois offers 
one now. 

Mr. BURCHARD, I move io amend the substitute by inserting 
after the word “authorized” and before the word “ provided” the 
words “ to apply to the House at any time for power.” 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s amendment was to the original 
resolutions and it was adopted in Committee of the Whole. Subse- 
quently the committee adopted the substitute of the gentleman from 
Maiue for the original resolutions as amended. 

Mr. HALE. I have now yielded to the gentleman from Illinois to 
offer in the House his amendment to my substitute. I call for the 
previous question upon the report of the committee and the amend- 
ment just moved by the gentleman from Illinois. 

The SPEAKER. There was no report from the Committee of the 
Whole but the substitute of the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Does the Chair hold there is nothing pending 
before the House but that substitute ? 

The SPEAKER. That is the report of the committee. 

_ Mr. COX, of New York. But suppose the substitute be voted down 
in the House, do not the original resolutions then come up for action ? 

Mr.GARFIELD. The substitute certainly brings the original res- 
olutions with it. 
_ The SPEAKER. If the report of the committee is rejected, that 
is, if the substitute is voted down, the original resolutions as amended 
in ¢ committee of the Whole will then come up for action. 

Mr. HALE. Suppose the substitute I offered is voted down, does 
not that bring up the original resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER. It does with the amendment of the gentleman 
from lilinois which was adopted. 
= COX, of New York. I hope the previous question will be voted 
a HALE. I demand the previous question on the substitute to 
© original resolutions and on the amendment just offered by the 
gentleman from Illinois. 
The Honse divided, and there were—ayes 90, noes 102. 
Mr. HALE demanded tellers. 
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Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The demand for the yeas and nays is not in order 
on seconding the demand for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. HALE, and Mr. Cox of New York, as 
tellers. 
a House again divided, and the tellers reported—ayes 109, noes 

So the demand for the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. WOOD. I now offer a substitute for the report of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and on that I demand the previous question. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That the several committees of this House having in charge matters 
pertaining to Indian affairs, military affairs, naval affairs, post-offices and post- 
roads, public lands, public buildings and grounds, claims, and war claims be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to inquire, se far as the same may be properly before 
their respective committees, into any errors, abuses, or frauds in the administra- 
tion and execution of existing laws affecting said branches of the publi 
with a view to ascertain what change and reformation can be male 80 as to pro 
mote the integrity, economy, and etliciency therein; that the Comm ttee on Ex- 
penditures in the State Department, in the Treasury Department, in the War De 
ne, in the Navy Department, in the Post-Oflice Department, in the Interior 

Jepartment, in the Department of Justice, and on Public Buildings be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to proceed at once to examine into the state of the accounts 
and expenditures of the respective Departments submitted to them and into all the 
affairs of said Departments as fully as is permitted to them and made their duty to 
do by the rules of the House relating to said committees respectively And, for 
the purpose of enabling tho said committees aforesaid to fully comprehend the 
workings of the various branches or Departments of Government respectively, the 
investigations of said committees may cover such period in the past as each of 
said committees may d¢em necessary for its own guidance or information or for the 


service, 






protection of the public interests and for the exposing of f s or abuses of any 
kind in said Departments; and said committees are authorized to send for persons 
and papers and also to sit in any recess which may occur during the session: Pro- 
vided, ‘That the exercise of the power shall in the jadgment of the committee be 


necessary and that when the production of papers is required they shall be speci 
fied and described with such accuracy as Walt be practicable under the circum 
stances. 

Resolved further, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be instracted to 
investigate and inquire into the maiters set forth in the foregoing resolution in the 
legislative department of the Government, except in so far as the Senate is excla 
sively concerned, and particularly in reference to the public printing and binding, 
and shall have the same authority as is conferred upon other committees afore- 
said. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United States, in writing, was 
communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 


INVESTIGATION BY COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of order. In the first place, it 
seems to me from the reading of the resolutions offered by the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Woop] that they are the same resolu- 
tions that the Committee of the Whole yesterday voted down, and 
for which it substituted mine. Upon that point I ask the gentleman 
from New York whether the resolutions are not the same. I could 
not tell precisely while listening to the reading. 

Mr. WOOD. They are. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman says they arethe same. Then I make 
the po'nt of order that the Committee of the Whole has rejected that 
proposition, and has substituted a proposition submitted by me, and 
the only parliamentary course is for the House to vote upon the prop- 
osition which the committee accepted. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman is entirely in error. It is competent 
for the House to amend any report that the Committee of the Whole 
might make to the House. After the demand for the previous ques- 
tion is voted down by the House, the report is before the House, to 
be substituted, to be amended, to be disposed of as the House thinks 
proper. Had the motion of the gentleman from Maine for the pre- 
vious question been sustained, he would have been right. lis mo- 
tion not having been sustained, he is wrong. 

The SPEAKER. In obedience to the ordinary practice, the Chair 
recognized the gentleman from Maine to test the sense of the House 
as to ordering a vote upon the report of the Committee of the Whole. 
There was an adverse vote by the House, and consequently the con- 
trol of the report of the committee was transferred from the gentle- 
man from Maine to the majority of the House. 

Mr. HALE. Precisely. I make no question as to that. 

The SPEAKER. Therefore, that being done, the demand for the 
previous question being voted down, the Chair in obedience to the 
uniform practice recognized the gentleman from New York to make 
his motion. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, Mr. Speaker; but my point is not that the con- 
trol passed from this side to the other. That is undoubted. But my 
point is that whatever vote is taken, or whatever amendment is 
offered now, must be under the rule; and we are still confronted 
with the report of the committee. It is not that I have the control 
of it or that any member on this side of the House has; but all the 
same the action of the committee is before the House—the vote of 
the committee adopting the proposition submitted by me. Now I 
claim that the committee having rejected the very proposition which 
the gentleman from New York offers now in iisdem verbis, we cannot 
now be asked to vote upon that. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I wish to correct the gentleman. The proposition 
offered by the gentleman from New York is not identical 
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Mr. HALE. The gentleman from New York says it isin the identi- | tee of the House, It is entirely competent for the House either to 
cal language in which it was formerly submitted. refer it back again, to lay it on the table, or to pass a substitute or 
Mr. ROBBINS. It is not identical with the matter which the sub- | amendment to it. The House can do what it pleases with it. 7), 
stitute displaced in the Committee of the Whole, because the amend- | whole object of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE} in demandiy 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. BuRCHARD] to the original | the previous question was to cut off the House from that right, and 
proposition had been adopted before the original proposition as | to prevent me offering a substitute or amendment, and when th. 
amended was displaced by the substitute; so that this proposed | House refused to adopt his motion for the previous question it threw 
amendment is not identical with anything which the committee pos- | the whole subject under the control of the member who originally 
itively rejected. reported the resolution from the Committee of Ways and Means, \}, 
Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to say a word in response to the | other member was entitled to the floor to make any motion or 
gentleman from Maine. The Committee of the Whole has discharged | osition but myself. , ’ 
itsfunction. It has reported this matter to the House with its opinion The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause to be read the follow 
in the form of this amendment, or this substitute. The House has | paragraphs from the Digest. 
the paramount right to do as they please with that report. The The Clerk read as follows: 
Committee of the Whole is only a committee after all, though it be | If the committee shall amend a clause, and subsequently strike out the clans: 
a Committee of the Whole House. I have often seen in this House, = anannes, Se a eet tee emmltee ah sua to mputien to the 
where a bill was reported from the Committee of the Whole with | “0US¢ ane voted on. | m0, Oe moe ame ill ever 80 much, 
sundry smendmente: when it come into the House it was veted own, | ee ey es 0 ee ee kets ok ee © oe 
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a : , House with but a single amendment, viz, the substitute; and the House has only 
and the original bill offered and voted on and passed through the | to choose between tho original bill and the substitute.] 
House. After a bill has been reported from the Committee of the Whole with amend. 


Mr. HALE. But I think that it never was the case where the | ments itis in order to submit an additional amendment, but thefirst questa pat 
original proposition had been rejected in committee and a substitute | j, opted, and subsequently the paragraph as amended is struck out, the amend. 
offered, that the proposition that had been rejected was put in as an | ment striking outisthe only one to be reported to the House. And if the latter js 
original proposition. voted down in the House, the first amendment is not thereby revived. 

The SPEAKER. The action of the House practically overthrew The SPEAKER. The Chair ruies that the gentleman from Ney 
the action of the Committee of the Whole. York was entitled to move an amendment in the nature of a substi- 

Mr. HALE. And does that prevent the report of the Committee | tute which he proposed, but under the practice of the House, as just 
of the Whole coming up for action ? stated from the Manual, the vote must first be taken on the amend. 

The SPEAKER. The effect of voting down the demand for the | ment to the report of the Committee of the Whole. 

»yrevious question throws the question open for amendment and de- Mr. WOOD. And then upon the substitute offered by myself. 
cae. Mr. GARFIELD. No, then upon the amendment to the original 

Mr. HALE. Undoubtedly, but I submit that this proposition of the | proposition offered by the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Burcuarp,} 
gentleman from New York does not come under the rule. The SPEAKER. That was not reported from the committee, but 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think the question may be made perfectly clear | allowed this morning by the gentleman from Maine. 
by simply remembering that the proposition now before the House is Mr. BURCHARD. The gentleman from Maine yielded to me to 
the proposition that went to the Committee of the Whole, to wit, the | move an amendment to the original resolution. 
censhadiens offered by the gentleman from New York. The recom- TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole adopted a substitute 
mendations of the committee are simply recommendations and have | and the substitute was reported as a single amendment. 
not been agreed to by the House. Therefore the proposition which Mr. BURCHARD. Does the Chair hold that, when a subject is 
the gentleman from New York originally moved is the main question. | referred to the Committee of the Whole and the committee reports 
These others are pending amendments, and it is not now in order for | the proposition with an amendment in the nature of a substitute, 
the main question to be moved as against the amendment. ‘Therefore | there can be a vote only upon the substitute ? 

I think the point of order is well taken, that it isnot in order to move The SPEAKER. The Chair has said that the first vote will be 
the main question as against pending amendments to that question. | taken on the substitute. It is then competent for any member of 

The SPEAKER. There is no amendment to the substitute from | the House to move an amendment and the vote will be taken upon 
the Committee of the Whole. The report came into the House as a | that proposition. 
single substitute to the original proposition as referred to the Com- Mr. BURCHARD. But my amendment is pending. 
mittee of the Whole. The SPEAKER. If the amendment to substitute be voted down, 

Mr. SPRINGER. But a substitute is an amendment. then a vote will be taken upon the amendment of the gentleman 

The SPEAKER, And the question is open for amendment. The | from New York. 
vote must first be taken upon allowed amendment to the report of Mr. BURCHARD. But there should be a vote upon my amendment 
the committee, but that does not cut off the right of the gentleman | before a vote is taken upon the substitute. 
from New York to move his amendment in manner as indicated. The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, but will hear the gentle- 

Mr. SPRINGER. But the proposition from the committee is this: | man. 
will the House agree to the amendment recommended by the Com- Mr. GARFIELD. Allow me a moment, if the Chair pleases. If 
mittee of the Whole, namely, the substitute offered by the gentle- | the last substitute is voted down, then the amendment offered by the 
man from Maine, [Mr. HaLe?] If the House refuses to agree to that, | gentleman from Illinois[Mr. BURCHARD] here in the House to the 
then it goes back to the next proposition, which my colleague from | original proposition will be pending, in order to perfect the original 
4 Illinois (Mr. Burcnarp] offered. If the House refuses to agree to | proposition, before the new substitute can be voted upon. 

that, then the substitute of the gentleman from New York can come | The SPEAKER. The defect in the argument of the gentleman is 
a i in. the fact that the original proposition is not reported from the com- 
' The SPEAKER. The Chair has not decided on which amendment | mittee. 
P the vote will be first taken. Mr.GARFIELD. Oh, no. My friend from Illinois, [Mr. Burciard,) 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then we agree. by leave of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HaLE] who had charge 

The SPEAKER. But the Chair recognizes the right of the gen- | of the subject this morning, offered an amendment. 





























; tleman from New York [Mr. Woop] to move the amendment, and| The SPEAKER. The proposition came into the Houee as a single 
the Chair will have read what the practice of the House has been in | report from the Committee of the Whole. 
such cases. Mr. GARFIELD. Certainly. 


Mr. BURCHARD. There is no question as to the right of tho gen- | The SPEAKER. And the House has no knowledge of any amen¢- 

tleman from New York [Mr. Woop] to move an amendment in order; | ment pending in Committee of the Whole. 

but the question is, is this amendmentin order? The original propo- Mr. GARFIELD. But the amendment was submitted here, and 

sition went from the House to the Committee of the Whole on the | nobody objected. The gentleman having charge of the subject wit! 

state of the Union. It was considered in the Committee of the | drew his call for the previous question until the gentleman trom 
f Whole and reperted back to the House with an amendment, and the | Illinois [Mr. BuRcHARD] had offered hisamendment to the origina! 
ry vote must be taken in their order upon the amendments to the origi- | proposition. : 
; nal proposition. The SPEAKER. That is astatement of fact about which the Chair 
; The resolutions went to the Committee of the Whole; they are | is not clear. : ; 
% reported back to the House with amendments. Those amendments| Mr. HALE. Let me make a statement, and I am willing to abide 
a have not been passed upon. When those amendments have been | by the Journal upon that point, because it is usually very correct. 
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disposed of, then a vote can be taken on the substitute of the gentle- 
man from New York; but he can move no amendment except to the 
amendments pending or to the substitute of the gentleman from 
Maine, No other amendment would bein order. He cannot come in 
now, a substitute being pending, and move another substitute for the 
original proposition. I think that the parliamentary proposition is 
celvar, and I am glad that I am sustained in my view of it by my col- 
league from the Springfield district, [Mr. SPRINGER. ] 

Mr. WOOD. Both of the gentlemen from Illinois are in error. It 
is competent for the House to deal with the report of the Committee 
of the Whole as it would deal with a report from a standing commit- 


When I arose this morning, after the House had determined not 
proceed with the consideration of private business to-day, and called 
the previous question, | withdrew that call and yielded to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. BURCHARD,] who stated that there might 
be some question whether or not his amendment had come over from 
the Committee of the Whole. In order to save that question, he 
offered his amendment here in the House this morning. Having 
offered it, I then called the previous question upon the report of the 
Committee of the Whole and upon his amendment. That was vot 

down undoubtedly, and the House voted not to second the call for 
the previous question. Still the amendment of the gentleman from 
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is in, because I yielded for him to offer it, and it is now pend- 
ing. If the journal clerk was listening at the time, I have no doubt 
cab is the record which he made. 
~The SPEAKER. Is the statement of the gentleman from Maine 

Mr. HALE] in harmony with the statement of the gentleman from 
f io, [Mr. GARFIELD, ] who claimed that the amendment came from 
the Committee of the Whole ? : 

Mr. GARFIELD. Oh, no; the Chair mistakes me; I did not say 


Illinois 


Ooh. HALE. I have only stated what actually occurred. ; 

The SPEAKER. That does not affect the proposition of the Chair 
to recognize the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] to move an 
amendment, and that the vote shall first be taken on the report of 
the committee, or rather on amendments thereto, and then on the 
proposition of the gentleman from New York—— me 

Mr. HALE. On the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
(Mr. BuacmanP.) : : 

Mr. WOOD. The report of the Committee of the Whole was an 
entirety ; you cannot divide it up. 

Mr. HALE. It is not dividing it up at all; it is only adding to it. 

Mr. WOOD. You want three votes instead of two. Let us decide 
this matter as soon as possible. 

The SPEAKER. Under the statement of fact made by the gentle- 
man from Maine, [Mr. HaLE,] the vote will first be taken on the 
amendment of the gentleman from I)linois, (Mr. BURCHARD.] It 
had temporarily escaped the attention of the Chair that the gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. HALE] had permitted the gentleman from I- 
linois [Mr. BURCHARD] to offer his amendment prior to calling the 
previous question. ; 

Mr. HALE. This all really makes no difference, because, if the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BuRCHARD] had not got in his amend- 
ment and my substitute had been voted down, we would then come 
back to the original proposition, which would be open to amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] as moving an amendment. 

Mr. HALE. And calling the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. Yes, and calling the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question or- 
dered, which was upon the amendment of Mr. BURCHARD, to insert after 
the word “ authorized,” in the last clause of the first, resolution be- 
fore the proviso, the words “to apply to the House at any time for 
power;” so that that portion of the resolution will read: “ and said 
committees are authorized to apply to the House at any time for 
power to send for persons and papers,” &c. 

Mr. BURCHARD. In order to save time in taking this vote, I 
will call for the yeas and nays at once. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 106, nays 111, not 
voting 75; as follows: 


YEAS—106. 

Aldrich, Danford Hungerford, Pollard, 

Bagley, Davis, Horace Hunter, Pound, 

Baker, John H. Deering, Ittner, Price, 

Ballou, Denison, James, Rainey, 

Banks, Dunnell, Jones, John 8. Randolph, 

Bayne, Dwight, Joyce, Reed, 

sisbee, Eames, Keightley, Rice, William W. 
Blair, Ellsworth, Kelley, Robinson, Geo. D. 
Boyd, Errett, Ketcham, Ryan, 

Brentano, Evans, 1.Newton Lapham, Sapp. 

Brewer, Evans, James L. Lathrop, Shallenberger, 
Briggs, era jornens, Sanisieen, i 
Brogden, ‘ort, ring, Stone, John W. 
browne, Foster, Marsh. Stone, Joseph C. 
Bandy, Frye, McCook, Strait, 

Burchard, Gardner, McGowan, Thompson, 
Burdick, Garfield, McKiuley, Townsend, Amos 
Cain, Ha’e, Mitchell, Townsend, Martin I. 
Calkins, Hanna, Monroe, Van Vorhes, 
Camp, Harmer, Neal, Ward, 

Cannen, Harris BenjaminW. Norcross, Watson. 

Caswell, Haskell, Oliver, White, Michael D. 
Clark, Rash Hayes, O'Neill, Williams, C. G. 
Cole, Hazelton, Overton, Williams, Richard 
Conger, Hendee, Patterson, G. W. Wren. 

Cox, Jacob D. Henderson, Peddie, 
Crapo, Hubbell, Phillips, 
NAYS—111. 

atin, Cobb, Fuller, Jones, Frank 
Bele Cook, Garth, Jones, James T. 
Pi oe Covert, Giddings, Kenna, 

Ri nedict, Cravens, Glover, Kimmel, 

Eh knell, Crittenden, Goode, Knapp, 

—e Culberson, Gunter, Landers, 

— Cutler, Hamilton, Luttrell, 

Bonk. Davis, Joseph J. Hardenbergh, Lynde, 

aa ’ Dibrell, Harris, Henry R. Mackey, 

Bri K Dickey, Harris, John T. Maish, 

Back t, Durham, Hart, Manning, 
Cabell. r, Eden, Hart ridge, Martin, 
Cakiwell Ejickhoff, Hartzell, McKenzie, 
Caldwety John W. Elam, Hatcher, McMahon, 
Candie » WP. Eliis, Henry, Mills. 
Chal er, Evins, John H. Hewitt, AbramS. Morrison, 
Clarkeot k elton, Hewitt, G. W. Morse, 
Clark ot entucky, Finley, Herbert, Muldrow, 

Missouri, Forney, House, Patterson, T. M. 
’ Franklin, Hunton, Phelps, 


Viu——19 





Pridemore, Singleton, Townshend, R. W. Williams, James, 
Rea, Smith, William E. Tucker Willis, Beng. A 
Reagan, Southard, Turner, Wilson, 
Riddle, Sparks, Turney, Wood, 
Robbins, Springer, Vance, Wright, 
Ross, Stenger, Veeder, Yeates, 
Scales, Swann, Waddell, Young. 
Schleicher. Throckmorton, Whitthorne 

NOT VOTING—175. 
Aiken, Ewing, Morgan Smith, A. Herr 
Bacon, Freeman, Maller, Starin, 
Baker, William H. Gause, Pacheco, Steele, 
Beebe, Gibson, Page, Stephens, 
Bland, Harrison, Potter, Stewart, 
Bliss, Henkle, Powers, Thornburgh, 
Bridges, Hiscock, Pugh, Tipton, 
Butler, Hooker, Quinn, Wait, 
Campbell, Humphrey Reilly, Walker 
Carlisle, Jorgensen, Rice, Americus V. Walsh, 
Chittenden, Keifer, Roberts, Warner 
Claflin, Killinger, Robertson, Welch, 
Clark, Alvah A. Knott, Robinson, Milton S. White, Harry 
Collins, Ligon, Sampson, Williams, Andrew 
Cox, Samuel S. Lindsey, Sayler, Williams, A. 8S. 
Cummings, Lockwood, Sexton, Williams, Jere N. 
larrall, Mayham, Shelley, Willis, Albert 8S. 
Davidson, Metcalfe, Slemons, Willits. 
Douglas, Money, Smalls, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

During the vote, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama. said. 
of Connecticut. 

Mr. SCALES. 
of sickness. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. 


on account of sickness. 


I am paired with Mr. Warr, 
If he were present, I would vote “ no.” 


My colleague, Mr. STEELE, is still absent by reason 


My colleague, Mr. MULLER, is absent 
If he were present, he would vote “ no.” 

Mr. HISCOCK. Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. Lockwoop. 

Mr. RYAN. The gentleman from New York, Mr. CHITTENDEN, is 
paired with the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. STEPHENS. 

Mr. POWERS. I am paired with Mr. CARLISLE, of Kentucky. If 
he were present, I would vote “ay” and I suppose he would vote 
“29.” 

Mr. PAGE. 
of Virginia. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Iam paired with Mr. Ligon, of Alabama. If 
he were present, I would vote “ay” and he would vote “no. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Iam paired with Mr. WARNER, of Connecticut. 
If he were present, I would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I am paired with Mr. Wiis, of Kentucky. 
he were present, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan. The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Tre- 
TON, is paired with Mr. Cox, of New York. 

Mr. WILLITS. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. WiLLIaMs, 
who is stiil detained at his room by illness. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. 
BripGces. If he were present, he would vote “no” and I would 
vote “ay.” 

Mr. METCALFE. Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. MorGan. If 
he were here, he would vote “no” and I would vote ‘‘ay.” 

Mr. HARDENBERGH. My colleagues, Mr. CLARK and Mr. Puan, 
who are both detained from the House by sickness, are paired on 
this question. 

Mr. MCMAHON. My colleague, General Rick, is paired on this 
question with Mr. FREEMAN, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MULDROW. I desire to announce that Mr. MAyHAM, of New 
York, is paired on this question with Mr. STARIN, of New York. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I am paired on this question with Mr. 
Tipton, of Illinois. 

Mr. TURNEY. My colleague, Mr. REILLY, is still detained from 
the House by reason of illness in his family. 

Mr. HERBERT. My colleague, Mr. LiGon, is paired with Mr. 
HUMPHREYS, of Wisconsin. 

Mr. YOUNG. I stated yesterday that I had received a letter from 
Mr. MONEY, of Mississippi, stating that he had been ill. It does not 
appear, however, in the REcorD. I repeat the statement now, as I 
suppose he is still detained from the House by illness. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I wish to state that General EwIng is paired 
with Mr. KEIFER. 

Mr. BANNING. My colleague, Mr. SAYLER, is paired with Mr. 
JORGENSEN, of Virginia. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. FOSTER. What has become of the amendment I offered ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please state it. 

Mr. FOSTER. I refer to the proposition I offered in committee 
which was adopted. 

The SPEAKER. That was in Committee of the Whole. A substi- 
tute for the original proposition and amendments was subsequently 
adopted by the committee. 

Mr. FOSTER. My amendment was put on the original proposition. 

The SPEAKER. That is true, and the proposition of the gentle- 
man was an amendment to the original text. 

Mr. FOSTER. But how does the proposition of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. BURCHARD] happen to get before the House for a vote? 

The SPEAKER. It was offered in the House this morning by con- 
sent of the gentleman from Maine. 


I am paired on this question with Governor WALKER, 


If 





290 


Mr. HALE. Let us understand this question. 
Speaker rule now is the next motion In order ? 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gentleman from New York 
as an amendment in the nature of a substitute for the report of the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. That is, it is a proposition to substitute his resolution 
as originally referred by the House to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union for the substitute adopted by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER, 

Mr. HALE. 
aflirmatively. 

The SPEAKER. The question will then recur on the report of the 
committee as amended. 

Mr. HALE. Lask that the substitute adopted by the committee 
be read that it may be seen upon what we are voting. 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to appeal to the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Woop] to allow a vote to be taken on my amendment. 

Mr. WOOD. I cannot conscientiously do it. 

The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous consent. 

Mr. FOSTER. I hope that side of the House will not refuse to 
allow an investigation of the wrong doings referred to in my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. COX. I would like to know how the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Foster] was dropped out. 

Mr. FOSTER. He “smiles.” [Langhter.] 

The substitute reported by the Committee of the Whole was read. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] for the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, which is in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. HALE. 1 ask for the yeas and nays. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 
50. 

So (the affirmati ve being more than one-fifth of the last vote) the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the adoption of the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York, the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. WOOD. The resolutions as originally proposed. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 111, nays 107, not 
voting 74; as follows: 


What does the 


The House has that power. 
The question then will be on his motion to substitute 


YEAS—111. 


Atkins, 

Banning, 

Bell, 

Benedict, 
Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 
Blount, 

Boone, 

Bouck, 

Bragg, 

Bright, 

Buckner, 

Cabe |, 

Caldwell, John W. 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Candler, 
Chalmers, 

Clark of Missouri, 


Dibrell, 
D ckev, 
Durham, 
Eden, 
Eickhoff, 
Elam, 
Ellis, 
Evins, John H. 
kel on, 
Finley, 
Forn y, 
Franklin, 
Fulle:, 
Garth, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 
Goode, 
Gunter, 


Clarke of Kentucky, Hamilton, 


Clymer, 

Cobb, 

Cook, 

Covert, 
Cravens, 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 
Cutler, 

Davis, Joseph J. 


Aldrich, 
Bagley, 
Baker, John H. 
Ballou, 
Banks, 
Bayne 
Bisbee, 
Biair, 

Boyd, 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Brogden, 
Browne, 
Bundy, 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 
Cain, 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Cannon, 
Casw il, 
Clark, Rush 
Cole, 
Conger, 
Cox, Jkcob D. 
Crapo, 


Hardenbergh, 
Har is, Hen 
Harris, John T. 
Hart, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzel 
Hatcher, 
Henkle, 
Henry, 


R. 


Herbert, 


Hewitt, Abram 8. 


Hewitt, G. W. 
House, 
Hunton, 
Jones, Frank, 
Jones, James T. 
Kenna, 
Kimmel, 
Knapp, 
Landers, 
Luttrell, 
Mackey, 
Maish, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
McKenzie, 
McMahon, 
Mills, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Muldrow, 
Patterson, T. M. 
Phelps, 
Pridemore, 
Rea, 


Reagan, 
Riddle, 


NAYS—107. 


Danford, 
Davis, Horace 
Deering, 
Denison, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
Fames, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 


Evans, I. Newton 


Evans, James L. 
Field, 
Fort, 
7 ‘oster, 

rye, 
Gardner, 
Gartield, 
Hale, 
Hanna, 
Harmer, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Haskell, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
Henderson, 
Hubbell, 


Hungerford, 
Hunter, 
Ittner, 
James, 
Jones, John 8. 
wet 

ei : 
Kelley, iat 
Ketcham, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 


Robbins, 

Ross, 

Scales, 
Schleicher, 
Singleton, 

Smith, William E. 
Southard, 

Sparks, 

Springer, 

Stenger, 

Swann, 
Threckmorton, 
‘Townshend, R. W. 
Yucker, 

‘Lurner, 

Turney, 

Vance, 

Veeder, 

Waddell, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, James 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Wilson, 

Wood, 

Wright, 

Yeates, 

Young. 


Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Pound, 
Price, 


Rainey, 
Randolph, 
Reed, 
Rice, William W. 
a George D. 
Sh . B berge 
en e, 

Sinnickson, 
Stone, John W. 
Stone, Joseph C. 
iis 

jompson, 
Sowmrent’ Amos 


Townsend, M. I. 
Van Vorhes, 
Ward, 


Watson 

White, Michael D. 
Williams, C. G. 

Ww , Ri 
Wren. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 11, 


—— 


NOT VOTING—7. 
Mu'ler, 
Pacheco, 
Page, 
Potter, 
Powers, 


Pugh, 
= nn, 

illy, 
Rice, Americus V. 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 
Robinson, Milton 8. 
Sam 


pson 
Sayler, 
Sexton, 
Shelley, 
Slemons, 


8 
Smith, A. Herr 


Aiken, 
Bacon, 
Baker, William H. 
Beebe, 
Bland, 
Bliss, 
bridges, 
Butler, 
Campbell, 
Carlisle, 
Chittenden, 
Claflin, 
Clark, Alwah A. Ligon, 
Collins, Lindsey, 

, Samuel S. Lock wood 
Cummings, Mayham, 
Darrall, Metcalfe, 
Davidson, Money, 
Douglas, Morgan, 

So the substitute was adopted. 

During the roll-call, the following announcements were made: 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama. I am paired with Mr. Warr, of 
Connecticut. If he were present, I would vote “ay.” I desire also 
to state that my colleague, Mr. LIGON, is paired with Mr. Hry. 
PHREY, of Wisconsin, until Monday on all political questions. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I am paired with my colleague from New York, 
Mr. Lockwoop. 

Mr. KEIFER. I am paired with my colleague from Ohio, Mr. 
EWING. 

Mr. PAGE. I am paired with Mr. WALKER, of Virginia. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Iam paired with Mr. WARNER, of Connecticut, 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I am paired with Mr. LiGon, of Alabama. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. 
BripGes. If he were present, he would vote “ ay” and I should vote 
“ea? 

Mr. SAMPSON. Iam paired with Mr. WILLIs, of Kentucky. If he 
were present, he would vote “ay,” and I should vote “no.” 

Mr. WILLITS. Iam paired with my colleague from Michigan, 
Mr. WILLIAMS, who is detained at bis residence by illness. 

Mr. METCALFE. Iam paired with my colleague from Missouri, 
Mr. MORGAN. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Iam paired with Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
If he had been here, he certainly would have voted “ay” and | 
rather think I should have done the same thing. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the substitute 
was adopted ; and also moved to Jay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The resolutions reported by the committee, as amended by the 
adoption of Mr. Woop’s substitute, were then agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolutions 
were agreed to; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I call for the regular order. 


RECOGNITION OF GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO. 


Mr. COX, of New York. Before the regular order is proceeded 
with, I should like to offer a resolution to which I think there will 
be no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read; after which it will 
be open to objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested, 1f not incompat- 
ible with the public service, to communicate to this House his reasons for refusing 
to recognize the present government of Mexico under Governor Diaz, with such 
orders, correspondence, and other documents as relate to that subject. 

Mr. HALE. That is already before the proper committee, and | 
must object. 

Mr. CUX, of New York. I will simply ask to have it referred, 
then, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. We have that matter 
before us now. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection to that. - 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


PORTS OF ENTRY. 


Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


Whereas it appears from the annual report of the Register of the Treasury for 
the fiscal year ending J une 30, 1877, that there are a great number of ports of entry 
in the United States which are a source of expense to the Government and from 
which but a trifling income is derived, the expenditures for maintaining the —_ 
being largely in oxcess of the receipts theretrom. To illustrate: The receipe @ 
the port known as “ Frenchman's Bay,” in the State of Maine, was for that bs 

ear $2.85, while the expense to the Government was for— 

CONOGNT ... ..sace - 

1 deputy collector. . 

1 deputy collector 

1 deputy collector and inspector . .. 
2 deputy collectors and inspectors. . 
1 storekeeper 

2 storekeepers 
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os — nditures in excess of the receipts from these ports 
The aggregate of = =e of dollars. And it being pr that oonmnale de- 
amon retrenchment and reform in this branch of the Government with a view to 
ee eaten of these unwarrantable expenditures : Therefore, 
ee resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be, and are hereby, re- 
- ted to inquire into the management of all such ports as it appears are an 
= ca to the Government, with a view to report to this House such bill or meas- 
“teas may be found to be necessary in the premises. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I now call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour commences at two o’clock and 
thirty minutes p.m., and reports from committees of a private nature 
are in order. The call rests with the Committee on Military Affairs. 

JAMES CLIFT. 


Mr. DIBRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
hack with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 409) for 
the relief of James Clift, late a captain of the Fifth Tennessee Cav- 
ilry; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 


JOHN H. EVANS. 


Mr. DIPRELL also, from the same committee, reported back with 
a favorabla recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 1385) for the relief 
of the mivor heirs of John H. Evans, deceased; which was referred 
to the Commnittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the re- 
port ordered to be printed. 


MARY E. TWIFORD. 


On motion of Mr. McCOOK, the Committee on Military Affairs were 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1324) 
for the relief of Mrs. Mary E. Twiford; and the same was referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, not to be brought back on a motion 
to reconsider. 

JAMES B. M’CLUSKY. 

On motion of Mr. McCOOK, the Committee on Military Affairs 
were discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
667) for the relief of the heirs at law of James B. McClusky, deceased ; 
and the same was referred to the Committee on War Claims, not to 
be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

ALOYSIUS J. KANE. 

Mr. GOODE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported ad- 
versely upon the bill (H. R. No. 36) for the relief of Aloysius J. Kane; 
and the same was laid on the table and the report ordered to be 
printed. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL WILLIAM THOMPSON. 


Mr. MACKEY, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, re- 
ported as a substitute for House bill No. 934 a bill (H. R. 2159) for 
the relief of the heirs of Brigadier-General William Thompson, of 
the revolutionary army; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

EMILY E. WHEELOCK. 

Mr. SINNICKSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported as a substitute for House bill No. 1433 a bill (H. R. No. 
2159) granting a pension to Emily E. Wheelock; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. RIDDLE, from the same committee, reported adversely on the 
following petitions; which were laid on the table and the report 
ordered to be printed : 

The petition of Henry Sprague, Fourteenth Vermont Volunteers, 
for increase of pension ; 

The petition of B, A. Fuller and others; and 
The petition of John Flyn, of Bangor; Maine, for increase of pen- 
sion. 

Mr. MACKEY, from the same committee, made an adverse report 
on the petition of Henry Reiving, late a private Company D, One 
hundred and sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was laid on the 
table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

GALVESTON MILITARY INSTITUTE. 

On motion of Mr. GOODE, the Committee on Education and Labor 
was discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
1720) in aid of the Galveston Military Institute; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, not to be brought back 
on a motion to reconsider. 

ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee of Claims, reported ad- 
versely on the memorial of A. B. Todd, purser, for the loss of cloth- 
ing and stores, claimed to have been stolen; which was laid on 
the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

JOHN CLINTON. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I am directed to report back from the same 

committee, with a favorable recommendation, House bill No. 430, 


= the relief of John Clinton, postmaster at Brownsville, Tennes- 


objection to its passage. 
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Mr. EDEN. I think it had better go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. Does it contain an appropriation ? 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. It does. 

The SPEAKER, Then under the rule it must. receive its first con- 
sideration in Committte of the Whole. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 





SAMUEL P. TODD. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee of Claims, also reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 2160) for the relief of the heirs of Samuel P. Todd, de- 
ceased, late purser in the United States Navy; which was read a first 
and second time, with the accompanying report ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calenéar. 


M. G. HARMON. 


Mr. EDEN, from the Committee on War Claims, reported a bill (H. 
R. No. 2161) for the relief of M. G. Harmon, of Virginia; which was 
read a first and second time, with the accompanying report. or- 
dered to be printed, and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The call of committees is now complete. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask consent to report from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 


ANTONIO PELLETIER. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported ad- 
versely joint resolution (H. R. No. 26) to authorize the President of 
the United States to request the Republic of Hayti to indemnify An- 
tonio Pelletier; which was laid upon the table, and the accompany 
ing report ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported the following : 

Resolved, That the memorial of Antonio Pelletier, asking indemnity from the 


Republic of Hayti, together with the accompanying documents, be transmitted to 
the President of the United States without recommendation. 


Mr. CLYMER. Is that a unanimous report of the committee? 

Mr. WILSON. It is. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that this perhaps had 
better be a joint resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. If in the opinion of the Chair it should be a joint 
resolution, I would ask that it be so amended. I had supposed that 
a simple House resolution was suflicient. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to reserve all points of order until some 
explanation can be had. 

Mr. WILSON. The joint resolution which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs was predicated upon a memorial of 
Antonio Pelletier, who alleged that his property was spoliated and 
he was arrested and imprisoned while in Hayti, and he asked Con- 
gress to recommend to tho President to demand indemnity of the 
Republic of Hayti. The committee have directed me to repert back 
adversely the joint resolution upon the ground that the House has 
not jurisdiction of the question; and also to report a simple House 
resolution referring the papers to the President without recommenda- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Although the Chair suggested that this should 
be a joint resolution, the Chair is of opinion that the House has the 
power to pass a simple House resolution upon this subject. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 


was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the business upon 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Will the Speaker state whether to-day is objec- 
tion day or not? 

The SPEAKER. It is not objection day. 

The motion of Mr. BRIGHT was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, Mr. BLACKBURN in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now report the first bill on the 
Private Calendar for the second session of the Forty-fifth Congress. 

Mr. WADDELL. Before that is done, I ask consent that the 
Private Calendar for the special session of this Congress be first 
taken up. There are but three bills upon that calendar, to which 
no objection has been made. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Should we not first consider those bills at this 
time ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state for the information of the 
committee that there are but three bills left upon the calendar ante- 
rior to the second session of the Forty-fifth Congress. Those bills 
have never yet been subjected to objection. This not being objec- 
tion day, if they should now be reported by the Clerk they would 


6 I ask that the bill may now be considered. I think there will | evade the rule of objection. In the judgment of the Chair they can 
no 


now be considered only by unanimous consent. The gentleman from 
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North Carolina[Mr. WADDELL] asks unanimous consent that they be | 
now considered. tae : . 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will reserve objection until the bills have been 
read. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I would suggest that this be considered as objec- 
tion day so far as relates to those three bills. 

Mr. CONGER. Let that question be determined in regard to each 
bill | 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the Clerk will report 
the first bill on the Private Calendar for the special session. 

The Clerk read the bill (H. R. No, 1496) for the relief of George H. 
Giddings, as follows: | 
Be it enacted, &c., That the Postmaster-General be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to pay to George Il Giddings, of Texas, the sum of $2,967.43, in full 
satisfaction of his claim for balance due for mail service on route numbered 12900, 
from Santa Fé, New Mexico, to San Antonio, Texas; and that for that purpose 
said sum of $2,967.431s hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury 

not otherwise appropriated, 


Mr. EDEN. Let the report be read. 

The report was read as follows: 

The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, having had under considera- 
tion ITouse bill No. 1496, entitled “A bill for the relief of George H. Giddings,” 
report 

George H. Giddings claims an unpaid balance of $5,607.37 due him for mail serv- 
ices On route 12900. 

The Sixth Auditor of the Treasury, in an official communication to Mr. Giddings, 
admits that erroneous and illegal charges to the amount of $2,967.43 were, by a 
clerical mistake, charged up against him, which emount is found due him on set- 
tlement of his account for said services, but adds that there is no available appro- 
priation out of which the same can be paid. 

Your committee therefore report back said House bill, reducing the amount 
therein spoemuente® from $5,607.37 to $2,967.43, and, as so amended, recommend 
that the same be passed. 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill which has just been read? 

Mr. EDEN. I would like to reserve my right to object until I can 
ask the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. WADDELL] one or two 
questions in regard to this bill. 

Mr. WADDELL. I should like to be examined on the question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. EDEN. I should like to ask the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina whether this claim is embraced in the general bill which is next 
wpon the Calendar providing for the payment of all such claims? 

Mr. WADDELL. I have every assurance it is not. Of course I 
have no personal knowledge that it is not included in the list of 
claims. 

Mr. EDEN. Does the gentleman say it is not one of these claims 
antedating the war? 

Mr. WADDELL. It is not one provided for inthe next bill. I can 
explain tho whole sum and substance of this business. This gentle- 
man, Mr, Giddings, was mail contractor from Santa Fé—— 

Mr. SAMPSON. In what year? 

Mr. WADDELL. He was carrying the mail before the war broke 
out. There was achange inthe contractor, and in settling the account 
the Government paid the other man this sum of money and charged 
it to Mr. Giddings. The other man afterward went before the Court 
of Claims with his claim and that court decided he had been over- 
paid by the sum of money due to Mr. Giddings. These facts are set 
forth by the papers in the case. They show that this twenty-five or 
twenty-six hundred dollars was paid by mistake to the wrong man, 
and that it is justly due to Mr. Giddings, but the Department has no 
gnoney out of which to pay it. He has been waiting for years. The 
larger sum which was asked for included interest which we did not 
allow. 

Mr. SAMPSON. What year was this service rendered ? 

Mr. WADDELL. In 1861. 

Mr. SAMPSON. In 1861? 

Mr. WADDELL. I think that was the date. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I object to the bill. 

Mr. WADDELL. The claim is so clearly a just one, I hope the 
gentleman will not insist on his objection. 

Mr. REAGAN. The contract was made in 1861. When the Gov- 
ernment suspended the service in the Southern States this contract 
was not suspended as I understand it, but was continued, it being a 
part of the California overland mail route to Arizona and New Mex- 
ico. The Government has recognized the justness of the claim and 
its liability to pay it as is shown by the papers. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the bill will be passed 
over, and the Clerk will read the next bill on the Calendar. 


SOUTHERN MAIL CONTRACTORS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was a joint resolution 
(H. R. No, 20) to apply the annual appropriation by the act of Con- 
gress approved March 3, 1877, to pay certain southern mail con- 
tractors. 

The resolution and accompanying report were read. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I object also to that resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. The resolution will be passed over. 


THOMAS A. NICHOLSON, 


The next business on the Private Calender was a bill (H. R. No. 
224) for the relief of Thomas A. Nicholson. 





JANUARY 1] 
’ 


The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro. 
priated, to pay to Thomas A. Nicholson, of Iredell County, North Car. 
olina, the sum of $141.76, the same being the amount of a tax wron,. 
fully collected and paid into the Treasury heretofore upon a lot of 
tobacco, the property of said Nicholson, when the said tobacco was 
not liable to the tax. 

Mr. EDEN. I ask for the reading of the report in that case. 

The report was read, as follows: 


Mr. Rosprys, from the Committee of Ways and Means, submitted the followin» 
report : . 

The claimant asks to have refunded to him the sum of $141.76, which he says ho 
was wrongfully required to pay by the officers of the revenue department fir j 
ternal-revenue stamps to be aflixed to six boxes of common ping-tobanee belongi 
tohim. It is shown by the affidavits (on file) of the manufacturer and orivins) 
owner that said tobacco was manufactured and removed from thedactory in j-; 1 
in what is now the sixth collection district of North Carolina. By the lasi proviso 
of section 75 of the revenue act of July 1, 1862, said tobacco was not liable to yt, 
and the proper revenue officers of said district did, as appears by their own corti: 
cates on file, duly inspect and brand said tobacco as “ duty free" on May 2) js»~ 


| Afterward, upou being sent to market in the State of South Carolina, said tobace. 


was seized by the revenue officers at Camden, in that State, February 1, 1-0) 
the ground that it was not stamped in accordance with the act of July 20. 1-¢+. \» 
inspection of this act shows that it did not take effect upon comn on plug-tobaccs 
until July 1, 1869, five months after the seizure. The claimant protested avsins 
the seizure, and made frequent demands for the release of his tobacco, but was 
refused by the authorities of the revenue department, until at length, to ayoid 
greater loss, he was compelled to purchase and aflix stamps to the amount of }is 
claim. His actual loss by the detention of his tobacco was much greater but 
claims ony to be reimbursed the sam of money he was wrongfully required to pay 
The proofs sustain the foregoing statements. The claim is evidently meritorious 
and your committee recommend that the bill pass. 


upon 
Ar 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA. 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee will now proceed under the 
rules to consider the Calender for the second session of the Forty- 
fifth Congress. The first business on the Calendar is a bill (H.R. No. 
1894) for the relief of the Bartholomew County Agricultural Society 
of the State of Indiana. 

The bill, which was read, appropriates $1,500 out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be paid to the Bartholo- 
mew County Agricultural Society, in full payment and satisfaction 
for the use and occupation of the fair grounds of said society for 
military purposes, from September, 1863, to June, 1965. 

Mr EDEN. IL ask that the répori in that case be read. 

The Clerk read the report, as tollows: 

Mr. SHELuey, from the Committee on War Claims, submitted the following re- 
port: 

; The claim is as follows: 
June 1, 1865. For occupation of ground for military purposes from Sep- 

tember 1, 1863, to date, as per contract herewith ........... ......... $2, 100 00 
To damage to buildings, fences, &c., as set forth in affidavit herewith .. 2,000 0) 





4, 100 00 
March 1, 1864. By cash on. account of rent................02 ceeeesceceee 533 00 
3, 567 0 


It is shown by the evidence that the grounds were occupied under a written lease 
for military purposes from September, 1563, to June, 1865. The lease on the part of 
the United States was executed by Thomas O. Wilson, first lieutenant and quarter- 
master for Third Congressional District Indiana Volunteers, and on the part of the 
society by its president, treasurer, and secretary. The rent was to be $100 per 
month. Upon the recommendation of the provost-marshal —_ $536.66 of the rent 
was paid on the 2ith day of February, 1865. On the 3ist of January, 1:72, the chief 
quartermaster of the Department of the Lakes referre : the residue of the claim 
to the Adjutant-General, who on the 4th of April, 1872, decided that his departwent 
could not entertain the demand for damages. at the same time remarking that Con- 

zress alone could afford relief He further says that the matter of damages had 
een considered with the claim for rent, and that Colonel Stansifer, the provost 
marshal for that district, had r ported in 1265 that §iL0, as agreed upon for the use 
of the ground, was intended to cover all claims fordamages. No such report from 
Colonel Stansifer is found among the papers Colouel Stansifer is one ot the pria 
cipal witnesses supporting the demand, the unpaid balance of rent and damages 
There is no evidence that when $536.66 was paid on the rent the maiter of damages 
was included, estimated, or considered. 

On the contrary it clearly appears that such could not have been the fact, for that 
sum was paid for the use of the ground from October 25, 1863 (the date of the leas» 
to April 6, 1864, a period of tive months and eleven days, and was the exact sum 
that would be required to pay the rent for that period at the rate of $:L0 per month 

The lease contains a clause which provides that the United States shall repair 
all damage that may be occasioned to the grounds or buildings whilo so use: an 
occupied. It is claimed by the Adjutant-General that this clause has been inserted 
since the execution of the instrument, and in proof of this, in addition to the ap 
pearance of the lease itself, he produces a copy of the same containing ho suc) 
words, made out and certified to as a true copy on the 4th day of October, Is. 
by James B. Mulky, then provost-marshal of that district. In this connection 
is well to state that Lieutenant Wilson, who executed the lease on bebalt of te 
United States, testifies on behalf of the society, very fully and clearly sustain. 
the claim for the rent and damages, and ir his aflidavit he makes special menuos 

(as if he regarded the same valid and binding) of the clause about damages. 4° 
suming that this provision was not in the lease originally, nor afterward inser 
with the consent of any person competent to bind the Government; still it woul’ 
seem that the latter would be required by the law to restore the grounds to (be 
society as they were when possession was taken, making reasonable allowance ‘ef 
wear anid decay. , that 
The Adjutant-General says nothing more should be paid for rent. He says as 
the claim for $536.66, and a claim for $123.23, presented thereafter in October, | - 
together cover a period of only six months and nine are. There is no _ 
in this point for the reason that the statement upon which the $536.66 was er 
as also the claim for $123.23, which was never paid, were both for only sv 





periods of time as the grounds were occupied for the rendezvous and ore 
of the One hundred and fortieth ment of Indiana Volunteers, prior to com ti 4 
| organization and muster. The society had a right to believe, and probably 





ET 


1878. 
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” n epinion which had been expressed by the Quartermaster-Geueral, 
— ae papers on file,) that a distinction should be kept up between the 
(ee the grounds were used for collecting, organizing, and drilling volunteers, 
vt other periods for which they may have been otherwise used. ; 

a : the second session of the Forty-third Congress the Committee on War Claims 
~rted favorably upon this claim, and reported a bill appropriating $1,550 in pay- 
a t ereof, and at the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress made a similar 
eet, and reported a bill appropriating $1,500 in full satisfaction of said claim. 
\ a ‘committee find from the evidence that the society should be allowed the sum 
¢ 21,500 for unpaid rent, and accordingly report the accompanying bill appropri- 
Stine that sam in full payment and satisfaction of the claim. 

Mr. EDEN. If there is no objection to that report I move it be laid 
side, to be reported to the House with the recommendation that it 
} 
lo pass. . x Brae 5 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed that the rule requires the 
objection of five members. a ae 

Mr. GOODE. This is not objection day. 

Mr. EDEN. That is my understanding. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read an extract from the Manual 
which has been handed to him. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

On the first and fourth Friday and Saturday of each month the calendar of pri- 

vate bills shall be called over, (the chairman of thg Committee of the Whole House 


commencing the call where he left off the previous day,) and the bills to the pas- | 


sage of Which no objection shall then be made shall be first considered and disposed 
of. But whena billisagain reached, after having been once objected to, the commit- 
tee shall consider and dispose of the same, unless it shall again be objected to by 
at least five members.—Rule 129. 

Mr. EDEN. This bill was not objected to in committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
once objected to in committee. 

Mr. EDEN. Of course the record will govern, but I have stated 
what is the fact. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
committee. 

Mr. EDEN. That being so, the committee can only be defeated by 
a majority vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill is before the House for consideration, 
this not being objection day, to be disposed of by a majority vote. 

Mr. FINLEY. 
the present consideration of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. FINLEY] that the Clerk has corrected the information 
previously furnished to the Chair, and states that this bill has never 
been objected to in Committee of the Whole. This is not objection 
day, and under the rule the bill is before the committee to be dis- 
yosed of. 

; Mr. DUNNELL. As I understand, then, this bill is before the 
Committee of the Whole for consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN, It is. 

Mr. DUNNELL. As I understand, the case relied on as a basis for 
the report of the committee was not a contract entered into by any 
officer of the Government, and hence it was not entered into by any 
one authorized to make this contract. It occurs to me that this 
society, which has received some $500 for the rent of this piece of 
land, has already been very well paid; aud if I heard correctly the 
report of the committee such is the opinion of the Adjutant-General 
of the Army. It is now proposed to pay this society $1,500 for the 
use of a piece of land during a short period of time. To my mind 
the report presents no good argument why this large amount of 
money should be paid. If I have incorrectly heard the report of the 
committee I am very willing to be set right. The Adjutant-General 
certainly does not deem the Government responsible and the report 
admits that the Adjutant-General insists that the society has been 
very well paid. I fail to see any good reason why we should pay 
the society any further sum. 

Mr. EDEN. The gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL] seems 
not to have given very strict attention to the reading of the report. 
This bill simply proposes to appropriate the amount that is yet due 
under the contract made by the provost marshal of the district for 
the use of these grounds at the rate of $100 per month. The amount 
referred to in the report as having been paid only covered a portion 
of the time for which the ground was occupied, and the bill pro- 
poses —— 


' - BUCKNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion 

Mr. EDEN. Certainly. 

_ Mr. BUCKNER. I wish to ask if the Adjutant-General had not 
jurisdiction of the entire matter, and whether he did not give his de- 
cision on this claim as well as on what was paid? 

Mr. EDEN. I am sorry that I cannot give just as accurate infor- 
mation on anything not contained in the report as might perhaps be 
deemed necessary, for the reason that this bill was not in my charge, 
but in charge of the gentleman from Alabama, [ Mr. SHELLEY, }] who 
is not here. I would not like to state anything except what the re- 
port shows. But the report does show, and such is the fact, that 
the bill only appropriates money to pay the balance of the rent due 
at the rate agreed upon in the contract with the provost marshal of 
the district. There was probably some technical objection in the 
Way which prevented the quartermaster from paying the balance. 
Part of the claim was paid and the bill only proposes to pay the bal- 
ance at the rate agreed upon. The bill has been reported several 
times and has passed several times. 


It appears that the bill was not objected to in 





The Chair is informed by the Clerk that it was | 


I understand that tive members have objected to | 
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Mr. DUNNELL. [ wish to ask the gentleman a question. 
was not the balance paid at the time? 

Mr. EDEN. That is precisely what I should like to state accu- 
rately, if I could. But, as the bill was not intrusted to my charge, I 
would not like to state anything beyond what is shown in the report. 
But I can state this, that the bill only makes an appropriation to 
pay tor the balance of the time that the Government occupied the 
ground at the contract price agreed upon, $100 a month. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to ask the gentleman from Illinois if this 
claim has not been audited by the Department? 

Mr. EDEN. Not the part we are providing for here. An amount 
of some $500 was audited and paid, but, for some reason or other, the 
balance of the claim remained unpaid till there was no appropriation 
left out of which it could be paid. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Was the reason of its not being paid because there 
was no money on hand out of which it could be paid ? 

Mr. EDEN. No, sir; I do not say that. I say there was some 
reason why it was not paid, but I am not prepared to state the rea- 
| sons, because the bill was not placed in my charge. I am entirely 

willing that the bill should lie over till my colleague on the com- 
mittee from Alabama [ Mr. SHELLEY] is here. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I wish to ask the gentleman whether the De- 
| partment acknowledges the justness of this claim or whether it is a 
| disputed matter between the claimant and the Department? 
Mr. EDEN. Some dispute arose in reference to a changé having 
| been interpolated into the contract. It was a written contract, and 
| in that written contract the Government agreed to indemnify the 
| society for injury done to the property ; and a question arose as to 
whether that portion had not been interpolated ; and the Govern- 
| ment having paid for the use of the property for some five or six 
| 
| 


Why 


| months declined for some reason to pay the balance. 
Mr. GARFIELD. 
the refusal to pay. 
Mr. EDEN. Iam entirely willing to let the bill go over until Mr. 
SHELLEY is here. If I had had charge of the bill I would have been 
prepared to give all the information which has been asked. 
Mr. DUNNELL. I trust that may be done. 
There was no objection, and the bill was informalBy laid aside. 


W. Hi. 


I think the House ought to know the ground for 


NEWMAN AND L. A. VAN HOFFMAN. 


The next business on the Speaker's table was the bill (H. R. No. 
1895) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman the sum of 
$18,430.67, in full compensation for the use of the Pioneer Mills, in 
Alexandria, Virginia, by the United States authorities during the 


the city of Alexandria. in the State of Virginia, which cost in excess of $140,000 ; 
that on the 17th day of December, 1£61, Commissary Bell, of the Union Army, in 
company with Hon. Lewis McKenzie, mayor of the city of Alexandria, and since 
then a member of Congress, went to said mills and informed the agent of the 
claimants that the Government required the use of the Pioneer Mills, as they were 
called, to which the said agent replied that the Government could have the property 
if it would pay forit. Major Bell replied that if the owners were loyal they would 
be paid. The Government continued to use said Pioneer Mills, including a large 
ped valuable wharf belonging to the estate, until the 25th day of August, 1°65, and 
during all that time the owners thereof were deprived of the use of the same. 

Itis fully proved by Hon. William M. Evarts and others that the claimants 
were well known to them as loyal men during the whole war; that they never for 
a moment resided in a seceded State ; that they are men of character, and all their 
statements entitled to full credit. Itis further proven that $5,000 a year was a 
low rent for said property, and that the claimants were compelled to pay and did pay 
each year, while the property was used by the Government, an annual ground-rent 
to the city of Alexandria of $1,720. It will thus be seen that the net annual rent 
to claimants, fixing the gross rent at $5,000, would be only $3,2e0, from which sum 
taxes and insurance were paid by the owners 

The committee are satistied that the claimants will receive a very inadequate re- 
turn for their investment at the price allowed 

This claim was first presented to the War Department for payment. The same 
was refused there, because of the act of February, 1867, which prohibited pay- 
ment of a claim created in a State in rebellion. Subsequently it was presented to 
the claims commission, and dismissed by them for want of jurisdiction, under the 
act of March 3, 1871. 

Your committee are of opinion the good faith of the Government requires the 
payment of this claim. The claimants were loyal; the property was taken and 
used by the Government from 17th December, 1861, to 25th August, 1865. The rent 
allowed is proven to be much below what the owners deemed adequate. Wut is the 
same agreed to by one of the officers of the United States during the 
occupancy. At the price allowed and proven, the aggregate sum is ~18,430 67 

Your committee report the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 


erm of the 


Mr. EDEN. The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. RoBrNson,] who 
is not now present, had charge of this bill and reported it to the 
House. It was a unanimous report, and I will state that the reason 
why this claim has not been acted upon, as appears in the report, is 
because the Quartermaster’s Department had no jurisdiction of it 

| under the law, the occurrence having taken place in a seceded State, 
and the commissioners of claims have no jurisdiction of it for the 
reason that their jurisdiction only extends to supplies for the use of 
the Army and Navy. This claim has been before the Department, 
but the Department having no jurisdiction of it, as a matter of course 
they could not take action upon it. It has not been acted upon for 
the want of jurisdiction. 
Mr. CLYMER. It has not been rejected at the Departinent, has it? 
Mr. EDEN. Not unless you call a failure to act upon it for want 


late war. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The claimants were the owners and occupiers of very valuable mill preperty in 
| 


| 
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of jurisdiction a rejection. If there is no objection I ask that the 
bill be laid aside and it be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

Mr. FORT. Will my colleague allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. EDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. FORT. The report shows, I believe, that this claim was pre- 
sented to the War Department and also to the Court of Claims. Does 
the report show that the claim was ever before Congress heretofore? 

Mr. EDEN. I know as a matter of fact that it was. 

Mr. FORT. And was defeated? 

Mr. EDEN. It was never reported upon adversely. 

Mr. FORT. 
sions this claim was discussed here. 

Mr. HUNTON. In several Congresses the bill was reported favor- 
ably ; but it was not passed ; it was never acted upon unfavorably by 
a committee of this House. 

Mr. FORT. I have a recollection that the case was discussed any- 
how ip this House. 

Mr. HUNTON. I think not. 

Mr. FORT. Lamnotsure. I know the subject-matter was brought 
up once before on this floor since I have been a member of the 
House. 

Mr. EDEN. The bill was reported upon favorably in the last Con- 
gress and received no unfavorable action from the House. 

Mr. HUNTON. That is my recollection also. 

Mr. MILLS. The Constitution of the United States provides that 
private property shall not be taken without compensation paid by 
the Government ; that is just and right. If private property belong- 
ing to these applicants has been taken or used by officers of the 
United States, we ought to pay forit; but the same argument ap- 
plies to other and similar cases. The Army of the United States have 


occupied houses in my State and other States in my section since the | 


war, and they made contracts for the use of those houses; quarter- 
masters-general have given vouchers for the payment of such con- 
tracts, which are now on file in the Department, but not a single bill 
can ever be got through here approved by this House for the payment 
of claims of that description. The other day I had the temerity to 
introduce a bill providing for the payment of these claims by a gen- 
erallaw. An adverse report was made upon it almost unanimously 
by the Committee on Military Affairs of this House. 

Now, I believe that all debts due by the Government of the United 
States without respect to what part of the country the creditors are 
from ought to be paid. Ido not believe in repudiation; I do not 
believe in educating the people to believe in that doctrine. I believe 
that when the Government makes a contract with one of its citizens 
it ought te keep it and ought not to teach the people that repudia- 
tion is honorable. Now, why are not debts similar to this paid in 
Alabama, Texas, and Mississippi? They stand exactly upon the same 
ground as this does; but a bill to pay them cannot pass here, and 
gentlemen all know that they cannot be paid; not a dollar of appro- 
prration can be passed through this House or the Senate to pay for 
houses taken and used by the Quartermaster-General in the Southern 
States. 

Mr. HANNA. My colleague, [Mr. Roprnson,] the member who 
seems to have reported this bill, is not here and will not be for some 
days; and in view of the fact that he is absent and that we have 
not now a full House; in view of the further fact that Mr. SHELLEY, 
who had charge of the preceding bill, is not here, it strikes me that 
it would be better to postpone action on these measures until we 
have a full House and the various members making the reports are 
here in person. 

In reference to the remarks made by the gentleman from Texas, 
(Mr. MILLs,] that we are seeking to repudiate, I would say that a 
debt under a contract is one thing, and it is quite another thing to 
pay for all losses during the war. The first bill which was read here 
in the Committee of the Whole seems to have been a bill for my own 
State, and I ani glad that it was laid aside, because if it had been 


pressed with the views I entertain I should have been compelled to | 


vote against it. 

I repeat again, it isone thing to repudiate a debt that we owe, andit 
is quite another and quite adifferent thing forthe Government of the 
United States to-day to undertake to pay for all the losses that oc- 
curred during the war, and especially to undertake to pay for losses 
sustained in the States in rebellion. For one I never will vote one 
dollar to pay a claim of that character. 

Mr. MILLS. And I never will ask to have paid by this Govern- 
ment a claim of the kind the gentleman speaks of. 

Mr. HANNA. I am glad to hear the gentleman say so. So far as 
this claim is cencerned, it is enough for my purpose at present to say 
that the gentleman from Indiana[ Mr. ROBINSON] reporting this bill 


is not here, and I think we had better defer action upon it until his | 


return. I repeat again that this effort to saddle upon the American 
against the Government will not in my judgment receive the sanc- 
tion of the American people. Asone humble Representative I will at 
all times lift my voice and cast my vote against it. 

Mr. HUNTON. 
The beneficiaries of this bill are not constituents of mine, although 
the property in question occupied by the Government is located in 
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I have a recollection that on several different occa- | 


| occupation of this property, if the owners are loyal. 





I see no reason why this bill should be passed over. | 
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House understood the facts in regard to this case, this bill would be 
passed by the House by a unanimous vote. I beg leave very briefiy 
to state some of the facts involved in this case. P . 

The two gentlemen who are the beneficiaries of this bill are yoy 
and were all through the late war residents of the State of New 
York, and one of them is represented by my distinguished friend on 
my right, (Mr. WiLLis.] They rented what is known as the Pioneey 
Mills, in the city of Alexandria, and paid largely for the mil) prop- 
erty. In addition to what they paid as rent for the mill property 


| itself, they paid annually the sum of $1,720 as ground-rent to th; 


owners of the ground upon which the mill was built. 

During the war, after Alexandria had fallen into the possession of 
the Federal forces, and while it was occupied by them until the end 9; 
the war, and to that extent was no longer in point of fact a portion 
of a State resisting the Federal Government, the Quartermaster of 
the United States applied to the agents of these gentlemen, they being 
in New York and the agent in Alexandria, for permission to oc upy 
the mill property for the uses of the Federal Government. The agent 
agreed that they might occupy the property if the Government would 
pay for it. The agent of the Government said, We will pay tor the 
Under this con- 
ditional contract the Federal Government took possession of the mil] 
property and occupied it from that period until about the end of the 
war. 

Now I hold that this was an occupation of property by the Federa! 
Government, under a contract to pay for it what it was worth, if the 
claimants were loyal to the Government of the United States. There. 


| fore the only question for this House to consider is whether it will 
| carry out the contract made by this Government and pay these claim- 


ants for the use of the property which was occupied, upon proof of 
their loyalty, the only condition of the contract. 

Mr. HANNA. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Certainly. 

Mr. HANNA. If there wasa valid contract entered into by some 
person authorized to represent the United States on the one hand 


| and by these claimants upon the other, how does it happen that the 


” 


claim may not be settled in the Court of Claims? 

Mr. HUNTON. I will tell the gentleman with great pleasure; | 
was coming to that. When the war ended and the claimants of this 
property preferred their claim for rent to the War Department they 
were met by a law of Congress which prohibited the War Depart 
ment from paying any such claim arising in the seceding States 
For that reason, and that only, the War Departinent rejected the 
claim. They then went before the southern claims commission and 
asked that commission to pass upon the question of payment for the 
use of their property. The southern claims commission rejected the 
claim because claims for the rent of property did not come within 
the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, their jurisdiction being con- 
fined solely to supplies for the Quartermaster and Commissary De- 
partments. So while both of these Departments, the southern 
claims commission and the War Department, acknowledged the 
justice of this claim, they did not pay it because the law did not 
authorize them to pay it. The claimants have now come into this 
House for a law authorizing the payment of this claim; and would 
never have come here but for the prohibitory statute of the United 
States. 

Mr. FINLEY. 
information? 

Mr. HUNTON. Certainly. 

Mr. FINLEY. Was this contract made by a person authorized to 
make a contract for the Government ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Certainly; it was made by a quartermaster or 
commissary. 

Mr. FINLEY. He was authorized to make it? . 

Mr. HUNTON. The unanimous report of the Committee on War 
Claims is that Commissary Bell 

Mr. FRYE. Allow me to remind the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. fiunron] that this is no new claim; that is to say, it is no new 
precedent which is now being established. Since I have been in 
Congress there have been passed two or three bills paying for ground- 
rent in the city of Alexandria. I remember that I myself in the 
Forty-first Congress reported a bill from the Committee of Claims in 
favor of the payment of ground-rent in the city of Alexandria to a 
gentleman then residing in the State of Vermont. It seems to me 
the only question here is whether or not these gentlemen were loyal 
and residents of the city of New York and the owners of this prop- 
erty. 

Mr. HUNTON. They were the renters. 

Mr. EDEN. There is no doubt about their loyalty. : 

Mr. HUNTON. As to their loyalty, I beg to say to my friend from 
Maine, their loyalty is proved by William M. Evarts, Secretary 0! 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask a question for 


| State. 
people the losses of property sustained by those who were in rebellion | 


Mr. BROWNE. He ought to be good authority. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HUNTON. I trust that is satisfactory to that side of the 
House. 

Mr. BROWNE. I think that ought to settle it. 

Mr. HUNTON. I beg leave to state further that this property, 
when taken possession of by the Federal Government under this con- 
tract between Commissary Bell and the agent of the owners, was 


my district. I think if members on this floor on both sides of the | exceedingly valuable, not only the building and the ground upon 
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which it stood, but it was filled with improved and most valuable 
machinery for the manufacture of flour, and when the Government 
ave up the property to the owners at the end of the year that ma- 


chinery was almost valueless ; so that, while the property was valued | 
at $140,000 when they took possession of it, they cannot get $30,000 | much right in the premises as any other citizens of the United States 
$140, would have. 


| cause we would pay for the renting of property used under these 


for it to-day by reason, in part at least, of the injury done to the 
machinery while in possession of the Government. 

Mr. CONGER. That would be the loss of the owners, and not the 
7 Mr. HUNTON. They are not asking to be paid for that; I beg the 
ventieman from Michigan to understand that is no part of the pay 
provided in this bill. I speak only now of the hardships growing out 
of the occupancy of the building for which no payment is provided to 

» made. 
bir CONGER. It is part of the argument,and not part of the 
claim. f 
Mr. HUNTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONGER. Iask the gentleman whether the owners in that 
case upon whom the loss or the destruction of the property would 
fall are also loyal? 

Mr. HUNTON. 

Mr. CONGER. 

Mr. HUNTON. 

Mr. CONGER. 
among the loyal. 
property. ; 

Mr. HUNTON. They rented it. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. The owners of the building and ma- 
chinery were undoubtedly loyal. 

Mr. HUNTON. Iam informed by my friend from New York that 
they owned the machinery and the building, but that they did not 
own the land. 

Mr. CONGER. There seems to have been some misapprehension 
on this point. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let me ask the gentleman from Virginia a ques- 
tion: was the contract in regard to this building written or verbal ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Verbal. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I wish, so far as I am concerned, to distinguish 
between cases where property was taken with the understanding, 
writton or oral, it should be paid for and cases where it was taken 
without any arrangement and where the claim for rent was subse- 
quently made. If the gentleman says the committee find in this 
case the rent was agreed upon and that we are substantially carry- 
ing out that agreement, then it seems to me to be a case of justice. 

Mr. HUNTON. It is precisely the case the gentleman from Ohio 
states. The committee reported unanimously this contract for rent 
was made, and proof of loyalty of the claimants is made by the Sec- 
retary of State, William M. Evarts. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Was it made by the officer in charge of the mill? 

Mr. HUNTON. Iam not aware of that. 

Mr. CALKINS. Allow me to say a word. 

Mr. HUNTON. With pleasure. 

Mr. CALKINS. I should like to know the name and rank of the 
ofticer ? 

Mr. HUNTON. Commissary Bell. 

Mr. CALKINS. Whom was the contract made with? 

Mr. HUNTON. With the agent of the owners, who was running 
the mill. They ran the mill by an agent and he made the contract. 
It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, the only question for this commiftee 
to consider is whether the committee has not allowed more rent than 
is proper. Upon the reading of this unanimous report they will find 
the rent is exceedingly small, because it says: 

It will thus be seen that the net annual rent to claimants, fixing the gross rent 
at $5,000, would be only $3,280, from which sum taxes and insurance were paid by 


the owners. 

That unanimous report states further that the committee are satis- 
fied the claimants will receive a very inadequate return for their in- 
vestment at the price allowed. They report tothe House the amount 
of rent they have allowed these claimants is below what the property 
ought to have been rented for at the time. I do therefore hope there 
will be no objection to allow this small pittance. 

_ Mr. EDEN. I wish to make one or two remarks in reply to what 
fell from my friend from Texas, {Mr. MILLs.] This claim is founded 
on entirely different principles from a claim arising upon the theater 
of war,where armies were marching and some days one party was in 
possession and some days the other party was in possession. The 
city of Alexandria was permanently in the possession of the Govern- 
ment of the United States a good many months before this contract 
was made and before this property was taken possession of. It is 
hot a transaction arising on the theater of war at all, but it is a trans- 
action arising within the lines, within the permanently established 
lines of the Government of the United States, which so continued for 
several months prior to the taking possession of this property and 
until the war closed. And I apprehend that in that condition of 
facts, in the case of a contract made by an officer of the Government 
for the use of property or even where the property was taken and 
used by the Government, we would be under just as much obligation 
to pay for it as we would be if the transaction had taken place in 
New York or in any of the northern States. 

It is not a claim, I repeat, arising upon the theater of war, nor is 


Who were loyal? 

The owners of the property. 

The renters were. 

It is not claimed the owners of the property were 
The claimants here were not the owners of the 





it a claim arising upon the taking of property in batt'e. The prop- 
erty was permanently within the juri-diction of the Government of 
the United States from the time this transaction took place until the 
close of the war; and it occurs to me that these parties have just as 


I cannot agree with my friend from Texas, that be- 


circumstances, we would therefore be under obligation to pay for the 
use of all the property that may have been taken on the theater of 
war. I think this stands upon an entirely different principle. It 
will be time enough, however, to discuss a question of that sort when 
it arises. This is a case between the Government of the United States 


| and loyal citizens of that Government, and it has reference to prop- 


erty within the full and complete contro! and jurisdiction of the 
Government of the United States; and if we are bound by any con- 
tracts, it seems to me we are bound by this. . 

I wish now to refer to what was said by my friend from Indiana. 
He stated in the remarks which he made that he never wonld vote to 
pay for any claims of this sort arising in the seceded States. That 
was what was stated by the gentleman if I understood him correctly. 
Why, Mr. Chairman, we have paid millions upon millions of dollars 


| for all sorts of supplies furnished to the Army and to the Navy in the 


insurrectionary States, and the claims have been paid when the claim 
ants have proved their loyalty. That doctrine was established by 
law in 1871 when the bill was passed creating the Commissioners of 
Claims, that the people living in the insurrectionary or the seceded 
States, who had furnished the Government with supplies for the use 
of the Army or Navy, or where the supplies had been taken by the 


| officers of the Government, should, on proof of their loyalty, be com- 
| pensated, and millions on millions of dollars have been appropriated 
| for the purpose of paying claims of that sort. 


Now, upon what principle, I would like to know, should we pay 
those and reject the claim of loyal citizens living in the State of New 
York for the use of property in the city of Alexandria, which was at 
all times after the first few days of the war within the Union lines 
and within the jurisdiction of the Government of the United States? 

Mr. MILLS. It seems to me very strange that both the gentlemen 
that have spoken in reply to what I have said have misunderstood 
me. I usually speak with a very clear and distinct enunciation, and 
I think I am usually understood by gentlemen in this Hall when I 
speak ; and I am satisfied that nothing can be found in the notes of 
the reporter that will justify the remarks that have been made by 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. EDEN. ] 

I never did contend and I never expect to contend that the Govern- 
ment of the United States owes a single solitary dollar to the people 
of the Southern States for anything that occurred during the war. 
I say that those people in the ashes of their desolation are too proud 
to ask a dollar from this House. But I do say that when the war is 
over the people of the Southern States stand on the same footing 
that the people of the Northern States do. The gentleman did not 
meet my objection, but set up a straw man and proceeded to knock 
him down. 

Mr. Chairman, the question of loyalty is not a question to arise in 
this case. The only loyalty that can come into this case is the loy- 
alty that every man feels to hisown honor. I learned when a school 
boy from a book familiar to many of you that chapter which begins 
with this exclamation, “‘Why am I bound to keep my word?” When 
the Government of the United States pledges its word it pledges its 
honor and the honor of every man who regards honor in the land. 

I say, sir, when the last gun was fired in this unhappy conflict be- 
tween brethren and kinsmen of the same country; when the last flag 
went down that represented the confederate government; when the 
last shot was fired; when the South returned to her allegiance to the 
Government, she came with the pledge of the Government that she 
should stand on equal terms with the citizens of any part of the coun- 
try. And I say that when the Government took possession of that 
country with its Army and an officer, wearing the insignia of the 
Government on his shoulders, pledged his honor, on taking the prop- 
erty of the people of that country, to pay for it, the Government is 
bound in honor to pay for it. And when we refuse to do so we teach 
the people that there is virtue in repudiation. That I will never 
teach. We are nowsetting an example before the country that there 
is a virtue in repudiation ; that under some circumstances a man may 
be false to his word and obligations. 

Sir, I do not recognize that doctrine. I will do justice and redeem 
the pledges of the Government so far as my voice and vote are con- 
cerned, to evetybody, it makes no difference whether he be a sub- 


ject of the Queen of Great Britain or a citizen of the Republic of the 


United States. 
to redeem it. 
Mr. FRYE. 
silver men such a lecture. 
Mr. MILLS. 
tize silver. 
Mr. CONGER. From the report of this committee and from some 
personal examination I have given to the case in the last Congress, and 
the general statements that are made in regard to it, it would seem 
to be clearly within the rule adopted by the committee and by the 
House on former occasions. This seems to be one of that class of 
cases that may properly be considered and the amount allowed be 


Wherever the Government pledges its word it ought 


I am glad to hear the gentleman from Texas give the 


{ Laughter. ] 
Yes, we will redeem our pledges when we remone- 
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paid by the Government. But I remember that in examining this 
case I had some doubt whether the contract, as it is denominated, | 
was one which would bind the Government or was intended to bind 
the Government. 
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Now, I disagree with the chairman of the Committee on War | 


Claims—and I dislike to disagree with him on any legal proposition 
which should control from day to day all the action of that commit- 


tee—in regard to the occupation of Alexandria byour troops; and in | 


regard to the legal rule, the law of the case. Alexandria was a city | 
in rebellion notoriously. It was the headquarters of armed men in 
rebellion and held by them as their headquarters. 
session of by the Union troops, in a hostile expedition, by force; to 
be sure, it is true, without much resistance. 

Mr. MARTIN. I want to suggest to the gentleman, that on the 
20th of June, 1861, the government of Virginia was restored and 
Governor Pierpoint, the loyal governor of Virginia afterward, took 
possession of Alexandria and remained there during the entire war 
until its conclusion, and then removed to Richmond. It was said to 
be a loyal State under the restored government, and I submit that 
it was not in rebellion after the date of this contract which began in 
December, 1861. 


It was taken pos- | 


| mainly instrumental in keeping us away from there. 





Mr. CONGER. The gentleman has made his little speech in mine, 
and it will either give character and notoriety to my speech or mine 
to his, so that one of us will gain an advantage. [Laughter.] But 
what the gentleman has said does not meet the proposition which I 
submitted. In the commencement of this war the other side of 
the river was occupied by confederates and this side by Union 
troops. An armed expedition passed over the river on the Long 
Bridge and took possession of certain points upon the river, and 
among them the city of Alexandria. It was taken possession of by a 
military force. It was captured territory, as all the property on the 
other side of the river was. 

Mr. EDEN. I apprehend that the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
CONGER] did not precisely understand what my meaning was. I did 
not take the position that Virginia was not one of the seceding 
States, so called; but I did take the position that this identical ter- 
ritory where Alexandria is situated was taken possession of by the 
Goverrment without any fight. 

Mr CONGER. Yes; we do not disagree upon that. 

Mr. EDEN. And from that time forth until the close of the war 
it was continuously in the possession of the Union troops. 

Mr. CONGER. We do not disagree about that. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I know that my friend Ellsworth 
lost his life at Alexandria by a bullet and the city was not taken 
possession of peaceably. 

Mr. CONGER. I seem to be merely holding the floor for the bene- 
fit of others. [Laughter.] I would like now to take it in my own 
right, if the Chair pleases. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will be protected in his right 
to the floor. 

Mr. CONGER. The proposition of the chairman of the Committee 
on War Claims (and it is because the chairman made the proposi- 
tion that I wish to call attention to it) was that this territory, at 
the time of the occupation of these mills by the Government, was 
in the possession of the United States. I admit that; we do not 
disagree upon that point. But it was territory captured by our 
armies, Whether with a-battle or without a battle, in the ordinary 
progress of the march onward into the enemy’s territory, as we 
called it. That cannot be disputed. Alexandria was hostile terri- 
tory. 

Mr. EDEN. 
time more ? 

Mr. CONGER. 
it. [Laughter. } 

Mr. EDEN. At the time this contract was made and this mill 
property taken possession of by the Government, is it not true that 
there was a civil government of the State of Virginia which gov- 
erned this territory in Alexandria and was recognized by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States as the lawful government of the 
State? 

Mr. CONGER. That is true. 

Mr. HUNTON. And is not another fact true 

Mr. CONGER. Well, I will admit that of the three facts which 
the gentleman is about to state two are true. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HUNTON. If the gentleman will admit facts after I have 
stated them, that is all that I ask; not to admit them before they 
are stated, and, of course, before the gentleman can know what they 
are. 
Mr. CONGER. Well, I am so easily embarrassed by these inter- 
ruptions, [laughter] 

Mr. HUNTON. Is not this true, that about the time of the occupa- 
tion of this property by the Federal Government, Abraham Lincoln, 
then President of the United States, issued his proclamation declar- 
ing rebellion to exist in certain States of the Union, but excepted 
from the operation of that proclamation the territory of Alexandria? 

Mr. CONGER. Afterward; yes. 

Mr. HUNTON. Now; about this time. 

Mr. CONGER. Well, about that time; there or thereabouts. 
[Laughter.] Now, if I may be permitted to make one remark; and 
it has taken almost as long to come to the point which I wish to make | 


Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him one 


Well, one time more, so that there is some limit to 
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as it took our Army to goto Richmond. [Laughter.] Iw 
from the same opposition, [renewed laughter, } althor 
friend, the brigadier, was one of those who oppose 
case as he is opposing me now. 

Mr. HUNTON. The only reason why it took so long for you; Aston 
to get to Richmond was that the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr, ( ‘ow. 
GER] did not command it. (Great laughter. } : ; j 

Mr. CONGER. I have been indebted so often for high), comp) 
mentary language from the gentleman that I accept it now as a yas. 
ter of course. |Laughter.] But I am modest enough to say tha: 
one of the principal reasons which have occurred to me since | hays 
been a member of this House why we were so long getting there y 
that the gentleman himself had command of the outposts, and 
in the district he was familiar with all its approaches, 


il not say 
igh I believe my 
d us in the former 


re Was 
living 

g 
and was 


Mr. HUNTON. Not the gentleman, for I did not see him they, 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. CONGER. And it is because the gentleman did not have the 
opportunity of opposing me then that he seems to have pledged hi. 
self whenever he became acquainted with me to oppose me; and he 
takes the opportunity now to do so in a more peaceful mauner, | wi]! 
admit. 

Mr. FRYE. About as dangerous, though. 

Mr. CONGER. About as dangerous to the gentleman, perhaps 
[ Laughter. } ; 

Mr. HUNTON. I beg to state to the gentleman that he can go to 
Richmond now when he pleases. 

Mr. CONGER. Oh, yes; I have just been there. Now, if gentle. 
men will possess their souls in patience for a minute, and allow me 
to make the proposition which I propose to make, | will be much 
obliged. 

I was saying that this territory of Alexandria, in which this mil] 
property is situate, was rebel territory, occupied in force and abso- 
lutely by the opponents of the Government of the United States in 
both a military and a civil capacity. lt was captured or taken pos- 
session of by the troops of the United States. Alexandria as a city, 
with all its parts, its houses, its mills, its streets, was under martial 
law. Every portion of it, including the wharves which were used 
by the Government, these mills which were immediately put iu opera- 
tion by the Government while the city was under martial law, was 
captured property, and under the rules of the war it might have been 
so held until the end of the war, continually and without any poss: 
bility of reclamation by loyal men or disloyal men. 

Now, that was the situation. There came a time when, it haying 
been brought to the attention of the authorities that this property 
was owned by loyal men living in the North, their agent made app): 
cation to the Government of the United States or to its authorized 
agents to make some arrangements to pay for the use of this property 
for the use which the Government was then exercising by virtue ot 
this capture under the laws of war. This arrangement was waie, 
and whatever arrangement was made was under these circumstances 

Now, Il am not opposing the passage of this bill, but I am opposing 
the theory of the gentleman from Illinois, the chairman of the Com 
mittee on War Claims, [Mr. EDEN, ] because I think the propositions 
he has made in regard to this case, if applied to other cases, would 
be most dangerous, most alarming. At least I never understood in 
the last Congress that those propositions were of a kind which would 
have received the sanction of any member of the Committee on War 
Claims. 

Now, sir, making this distinction between this claim and others, 
although President Lincoln did declare the State of Virginia was a 
State within the Union and for certain purposes recognized its gov- 
ernor as the governor of a State not at war with the United States, 
yet it was for a political purpose merely. The facts were against it 
The occupation of all Virginia, as every one knows, was a military 
occupation, and the planting upon it of civil authority was, you 
might almost say, a military operation. In reference to the govern 
ment of that State and its division, by which a portion of its tern 
tory was made into a new State, (which, under the Constitution, 
required the assent of the old State,) there is no southern man here 
who will dare meet me with the proposition that that was a simple 
compliance with the constitutional requirement by the free will 0! 
the old State of Virginia. 

Mr. EDEN. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. CONGER. One word more. The gentleman from Illinois has 
occupied most of the time on this question. That being 80, it re- 
quires, in my judgment, in such a case as this, that the committee 
should not only find the loyalty of the owners of this property, not 
only that it was oceupied by the Government, but that it was of such 
and such a value to the Government; and they should find, in point 
of fact, it changed its relation; that the Government right to It was 
changed virtually by reason of this contract, for they had possession 
of the property and ran the mill and ground grain for the Army 
before any contract was entered into. 

Mr. EDEN. Asa member of the last Congress and as a member 
of the Committee on War Claims in that Congress, I ask the gentle- 
man from Michigan whether he did not consent to a report substan- 
tially like this? : 

Mr. CONGER. The chairman of the Committee on War Claims 
will remember I did not object to it in the House. I do not know 
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whether I did in committee or not; and he will also remember 


we had many discussions on the relations of these parties to the 
Government while the property previously was in military occu- 
Pr EDEN. It would be difficult for my friend from Michigan to 


.how an instance in the last Congress when he and I differed in ref- 
erence to claims of this character, 

Mr. CONGER. That is true, and it is because I thought the doc- 
trine of the gentleman in regard to this case,simply because the 
propert y at the time being was within the territory occupied by our 
armies and under our control, should give the right to the owners to 
claim this compensation—— ' 

Mr. EDEN. Now let me interrupt the gentleman right here by 
asking whether this is not substantially the same report and bill, 
and whether my friend from Michigan has changed his opinion or 

o 


‘ Mr. CONGER. I always doubted the validity of the contract in 
this case. It was only on the assumption of a new contract, that a 
new right of possession, a new right of occupancy was given by the 
contract, if it is to be authorized at all, and not because it was in 
territory occupied by the Federal troops. 

Mr. EDEN. The gentleman does not answer my question. In the 
last Congress, as a member of the Committee on War Claims, he and 
[ agreed on this question when the committee reported this identical 
bill to the House, and no objection was made to it either in the 
House or in the committee by my friend from Michigan. 

Mr. CONGER. I will say to that, it was because it was at that 
time assumed the contract made with the Government was an abso- 
lutely new agreement, independent of any occupancy by our troops. 
To-day the chairman stated as the reason that it was within the 
territory held by the United States. Therefore I called attention 


to his remarks that there was no reason why that should not be 
paid any more than for any other property in the Northern loyal 


States. 


Mr. EDEN. 


Government had the exclusive use of the property during the war. 


Mr.CONGER. I have stated over and over again that my oppo- 
sition is not to the bill but to the proposition of the chairman of the 
committee, that this territory being in the occupation of the United 
States, parties there had the same right they had in the loyal States. 
Iclaim they had not the same right because it was captured terri- 
tory and captured property. While I admit this claim should be 
paid, it should solely be upon the ground of the agreement and not 
from the fact the territory was then in the possession of the United 


States. 


Mr. EDEN. If my friend will permit this bill to pass upon the 
ground that he himself is willing that it shall pass, I shall agree to 
per occasion hereafter whatever differ- 


discuss with him on some pro 
ence of opinion there aarbe between us on this question. 
Mr. FORT. I move that the committee rise. 
Mr. HUNTON. 
is passed. 
tee, to state one fact. 


Mr. FORT. Let us consider this at some other time. 
my motion. 


The question being taken, there were—ayes 64, noes 71; no quorum 


voting. 


Mr. FORT. I call for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Fort and Mr. HUNTON were ap- 


pointed. 


The committee again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 80, 


noes 75, 
So the motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House had had under consideration the Private Calendar, and had 
directed him to report the bill (H. R. No. 224) for the relief of Thomas 


A. Nicholson to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
THOMAS A. NICHOLSON. 


The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill (H. R. No. 224) for the relief of Thomas A. Nichol- 
son, reported by the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- 


endar with the recommendation that it do pass. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and 


being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 


were—ayes 60, noes 27. 
Several MEMBERS. A quorum has not voted. 


on ROBBINS. I hope that no further count will be asked for. 
18 is a little bill to pay $140 of a tobacco tax that was wrongfully 


got out of a man. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I move that the House do now 


adjourn. 











I did not put the right to recover in this case upon pre- 
cisely the same ground my friend states. That was part of my argu- 
ment in reply to the gentleman from Texas, who I understood held 
the doctrine that they had the same right anywhere in the South as 
here. The compensation in this case is put in the report upon the 
fact that an officer of the Government made the contract with the 
agent, if the owners were loyal,and upon the further fact that the 


I hope the committee will not rise until this bill 
I only desire further, for the information of the commit- 


I insist on 


question was on the passage of the bill; and being taken, there 
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The question being taken on the motion to adjourn, there were— 
ayes 101, noes, 36. 

= 

So the motion was agreed to. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Pending the announcement of the vote, 

The SPEAKER submitted requests for leave of absence, as follows: 
from Mr. WarD, until January 21 ; from Mr. STEWART, for ten days; 
and from Mr. MACKEY, until Monday, 14th January. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I object. I object to any further absenteeism in 
this House. 

The result of the vote on the motion to adjourn was then an- 
nounced ; and accordingly (at four o’clock and twenty-five minutes 
p- m.) the House adjourned until Monday next. : 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of Pennsylvania Salt Manufacturing 
Company, that no change be made in the tariff duties on soda and 
alum—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BOUCK: The petition of citizens of Wisconsin, that United 
States Treasury notes be made a legal tender for all Government 
dues—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, for 
the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petitions of Hutchinson & Co., manufacturers of woolens, 
at Appleton, Wisconsin; of William Campbell & Sons, manuutactur- 
ers of lumber, at Oshkosh, Wisconsin; and of Fox River Iron Com- 
pany, and other manufacturers of agricultural implements, at West 
Depére, Wisconsin, that tariff duties remain unchanged until 
thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of 8. H. Thompson and other grocers, 
of Peoria, Lilinois, for a change in the manner of imposing duty on 
sugar—to the same cominittee. 

3y Mr. BREWER: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Oxford and Romeo, Michigan—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of Andrew B. Travis, for an extension of his patent 
for his improvement in seed-drills and cultivators—to the Committee 
on Patents. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of George K. McGunigle, of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, for relief—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. CUTEER: The petition of George W. Hunt, administrator 
of Walter Hunt, deceased, for extension of reissue No. 5109 of the 
letters-patent of Walter Hunt for improvement in shirt-collars—to 
the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. EAMES: The petitions of Royal C. Taft, of Riverdale Mills 
Company, Providence, Rhode Island, and of the Greene & Daniels 
Manufacturing Company, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, that tari‘t duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—-to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of the Good Templars of Rhode Island, for a 
commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trattic—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FRANKLIN: The petition of James Brice, for compensa- 
tion for property destroyed by Indians—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of B. W. Houghton and others, ship- 
builders of Bath, Maine, that section 10 of an act approved June 6, 
1872, be amended so that wire rope may be included in the articles 
therein enumerated—to the Committee of Ways aud Means. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Christian Krats.and others, for 
the reduction of the tariff on iron lap-welded tubes and flues—to the 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of N.C. Allen and others, for the repeal of the 
bankrupt and resumption acts—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: Papers relating to the claim of Hyacinth de 
Saint Cyr for rent of and damages done to certain buildings by 
United States officials—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Resolutions of the Board of Trade of 
Trenton, New Jersey, favoring the establishment of a governmental 
department of commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of numerous inventors, patentees, 
mechanics, and manufacturers of the United States, for the abolition 
of the Patent-Office model system—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: A memorial of Stewart San- 
dersons, in relation to the construction of ships in the Navy of the 
United States—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of William Q. Baxter, of Milton, Massachusetts, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HAYES: The petition of 266 citizens of Tonica, Illinois, 
for the remonetization of silver—to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of C. C. Spaul- 
ding—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: Resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, 
favoring an appropriation for the construction of the Michigan Ship 
Canal—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of W. E. McClentock, O. F. Cheeney, and other 
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citizens of Waneelah, Michigan, for the establishment of a United 
States court in the upper peninsula of Michigan—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of the heirs of G. 
B. Horner—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of William Bushby—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: Resolutions of the State Grange of Michi- 
gan, in relation to the Michigan ship canal—to the Committee on 
Commerce 

Also, resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, favoring a continu- 
ance of the tariff on foreign wools—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Also, resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, relative to the 
patent laws—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petitions of Alexander H. Rice and others, 
of Boston; of Brown Brothers & Co., and others, of New York, and 
of S. & W. Welsh, and others, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, that 
all persons, without preference, be given permission to establish 
telegraphic communication between the United States and foreign 
countries, and for the rejection of all applications for exclusive priv- 
ileges—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Mary Ann Hart, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Mary Long and Ellen 8. Harding, that they 
be granted titles to certain property in Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia—to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of R. M. Clarken and others, of 
California, for the establishment of postal savings-banks—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MANNING: The petitions of Thomas J. Abston, Lewis 
Glenn, John Jobe Cooper, Milton Smith, James T. Craig, Robert P. 
Nutt, (agent for C. Nutt,) Caleb Cox, Benjamin L. Crum, (agent, ) Isaac 
Hi. Cox, James B. Armor, Gabriel S. Matlock, M. D., Mrs. E. and Ben- 
jamin L. Crum, and John L. Crawford, of Benton County; of An- 
drew J. Miller, Mrs. Ruth McWharton, John T. Prather, Mrs. Eliza 
Morrow, Robert McAllisten, Mrs. Martha Davis, and Zachariah Tate, 
of Union County; of William H. Elliot, Samuel Huey, Samuel Guer- 
ney, Joseph B. Fuller, Seeburn Jones, Ashley H. Wilson, Wade Cowan, 
Mrs. Martha W. Ray, and Joseph J. Whitten, of Tippah County; of 
Mrs. Matilda Duke, of Lafayette County, Mississippi, for stores and 
supplies taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. MULDROW: The petitions of Alvin Nunnelee, James R. 
Cockrell, Samuel Billingsley, Mrs. Mary J. Pratt, John W. Younger, 
Thomas R. Fears, Samuel Knowby, William Brice, John Bowland, 
and Bluford Rice, of Lee County; of Hatch Whitefield, of Monroe 
County; of James B. Gladney, of Itawamba County; of Solomon 
J. Stezall and Mrs. Eleanor L. Morrow, of Pontotoc County, Missis- 
sippi, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petitions of Malleable-Iron Fittings Com- 
pany and Hammers & Co., of Branford, Connecticut, and of A. H. 
Merriman, of West Meriden, Connecticut, manufacturers of ma- 
chinery, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly inves- 
tigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of the New Haven Engineering Society, for the 
introduction of the metric system of weights and measures—to the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Also, the petition of L. W. Armstrong and others, of New Haven, 


Connecticut, and of E. E. Hubbell & Sons and others, of Bridgeport, | 


Connecticut, for a change of the rate of duty on sugar, &c.—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of J. C. Irwin, for relief—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. POLLARD: Papers relating to the claim of W. H. H. Hat- 
field—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of W. K. Dana, manufacturer of 
warps, at Saccarappa, Maine; one of Union Lace Company and 


other manufacturers of laces, &c., at Kennebunk, Maine, that tariff 


duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of T. W. Golladay, for compensa- 
tion for services under the Doorkeeper of the House of Represent- 
atives during the electoral count in 1277—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: The petition of Groos & Giesecke, manu- 
facturers of woolens, ai New Braunfels, Texas, that tariff duties re- 
main unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee 
of Way and Means. 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of C. M. Reed and other 
citizens of Washington, Pennsylvania, for an extension of time for 
the completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad—to the Committee 
on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Charles Reddehore, for bounty— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of J. H. Hamel and 172 ot) 
izens of Hillsdale, Michigan, for the repeal of the resup 
and the remonetization of the silver dollar—to the ¢ az 
Banking and Currency. ~ 
By Mr. WILSON: The petition of Riverside Iron Works (oy 
at Wher ling, West Virginia, that tariff duties remain unchanova 
thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Me 
By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claims of the city of vw 
phis, Tennessee, Washington G. Campbell, and J. J. Pulliam for « : 
pensation for property taken, used, and destroyed by the Unite 
States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. r oT 
Also papers relating to the pension claim of James G. Williams 
to the same committee. — 
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IN SENATE. 
MonDAY, January 14, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and ap- 
proved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communicatio; 
from the Secretary of War, recommending to Congress, in view of thy 
provisions of the act of March 3, 1877, that when another appropria- 
tion is made for the publication of the official records of the rebellion 
provision be made in express terms for the rent of an office, as the 
public building now used needs many repairs and is unsuitable fo; 
the purpose ; which was referred to the Committee on Public Build 
ings and Grounds. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of the Interior, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of December 11, 1877, a letter of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, making a statement of the facts in regard to the location of 
the bounds of the Ute and Apache Indians at Cimarron, New Mex 
ico, and inclosing copies of all letters, telegrams, and documents on 
file in relation to the depredations of these Indians; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of Wa 
transmitting, for the information of the Committee on Military Af 
fairs, a report of Assistant Adjutant-General Thomas M. Vincent 01 
Senate bill No. 386, to extend the time for presenting claims for col- 
lecting, drilling, and organizing volunteers during the war of the 
rebellion; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. KERNAN presented the memorial of the Chamber of Con- 
merce of the State of New York, praying the passage of a law by 
which errors in the assessment and collection of duties on imports 
whether in favor of or against the Government, may be equitably 
adjusted, and proposing a bill for that purpose ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present the petition of more than a thonsand 
bankers, merchants, manufacturers, and traders of the city of New 
York, praying for the repeal of the bankrupt law. I have examine 
this petition and believe that these business firms and people giv 
correctly their numbers, that the signatures are genuine, and they 
are honorable petitioners. I beg leave simply to state that they in 
dicate that the original intent of the bankrupt law was to effect a 
prompt and equitable division of the bankrupt’s estate among lis 
creditors, and to afford relief to honest and unfortunate debtors, an 
to those only. They find, however, in practice that it does not pr 
vent fraudulent preferences and the possibility of getting a discharg’ 
without payment in full; that it isa constant temptation to dishonest 
persons to contract large debts and then seek a discharge under this 
act or a compromise on part payment. They say that “the hones! 
debtor who through adversity becomes unable to pay his debts se! 
dom resorts to the relief afforded by this act. His creditors, asa 
rule, are liberal in granting him an extension of time to pay his obi 
gations or in compromising their claim.” Theystate that * althougi 
the act was intended to effect an inexpensive and speedy distribution 
of the bankrupt’s estate, in practice, however, it is a well-kuow 
fact that the dividends to creditors are exceedingly small and the 
payment thereof long delayed.” Upon this point they state tha! 
“ careful estimates have revealed the fact that the average percent 
age of dividends from the ‘estate of bankrupt merchants, prior ' 
the passage of this act, was about 35 per cent., and that since I's 
passage its average has been reduced to about 10 per cent. Phe 
state that in their opinion “the practical effect of the bankrupt /a¥ 


has been to destroy confidence on the part of capitalists and to dau 
age the credit system.” Therefore, they say, “as an actual cons’ 
quence, capital accumulates in the money centers, it stagnates there, 
causing paralyzation in nearly all the great productive industries 0 
the country.” I move that this petition be referred to the Commir 
tee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of Andrew J. 
Morrison, for a pension—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of Davenport, Fairbairn & Co., 
and other manufacturers, at Erie, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties 


remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 
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presented the petition of George W. Hunt, adminis- 
ate of Walter Hunt, deceased, praying for the exten- 
No. 9109 of the letters-patent of Walter Hunt for 
: shirt-collars; which was referred to the Committee 


Mr. KERNAN 
trator of the est 
sion of reissue 
improvement u 
“ea presented the petition of Samuel Faulkner and others, of 
Oneida County, New York, praying for the passage of an act increas- 
ing the pension of Henry N. Halstead, a soldier in the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Company, 


+ one handred and twenty workmen, and the petition of Henry C. 


in 
late, aw . : . . ° 
— concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall 


ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries 
of the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation 
each as in the opinion of practical business men would best pro- 
mote the restoration of general prosperity; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. : 2 ’ 
He also presented the memorial of the Board of Trade of the City 


AC 
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Mexico, respectfally represent that several hundred Indians belonging to tho 
Apache and Ute tribes assume to be permanently located at and near Cimarron, 
New Mexico, whereas the reservation for the Apaches is near Fort Stanton, some 
three hundred miles distant, while the Utes properly belong on the large reserva 
tion of that tribe in Western Colorado, quite four hundred miles from Cimarron 

We believe there is neither an executive nor military order permitting these 
Indians to remain in the vicinity of Cimarron, where there is no reservation not 
any United States public land, but that they have been kept there in the interest 
of traders and for the purpose of keeping up dissensions and disturbances with 
settlers. These Indians roam at will over this Ti rritory among settlers, commit 


| ting depredations. stealing horses, killing cattle and sheep, intimidating settlers, 


\(r. McPHERSON presented the petition of the North Jersey Iron | 


manufacturers of iron, at Port Oram, New Jersey, employ- | 


of Trenton, New Jersey, in favor of the movement inaugurated by | 


the National Board of Trade, to have Congress establish a Depart- 

ment of Commerce; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
rece. 

me also presented a memorial of citizens of New Jersey engaged in 

the manufacture of corks, remonstrating against any legislation 

affecting or changing the present duty upon imported corks; which 

was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of William 8S. Cooper and 
others, inventors, patentees, mechanics, and manufacturers, of Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, praying for the enactment of such laws as 
will cancel section 4891 of the Revised Statutes relating to models, 
define the duties of the Commissioner of Patents in respect to the 
demand for models, make liberal provision for the access of the pub- 


lic to the drawings and specifications of patented inventions, and | 
make provision for permitting patentees and manufacturers to de- | 


posit in the Patent Office working models of patented inventions ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 


reduce, at the earliest possible time, the tax on manufactured to- 
bacco to a rate not exceeding twelve cents a pound; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of William A. Cheatham and others, 
of Tennessee, praying Congress to direct the payment to them of 
money collected illegally by the United States revenue collector; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HARRIS. I present the proceedings of a meeting of the dis- 
tillers, rectifiers, and wholesale dealers of the fifth collection district 
of Tennessee, comprising fifty counties, in the nature of a memorial 
praying for a reduction of the tax on distilled spirits and whisky. I 
move their reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. I present the memorial of a large number of very 
prominent business men of Ohio against an extension of letters-pat- 
ent tothe heirs of Benjamin F. Rice for what is usually called the 
“Rice patent,” and move its reference to the Committee on Patents. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of C. M. Horner and others, 
of Medina County, Ohio, praying for an amendment to the pension 
laws; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. THURMAN. I present also the petition of certain mannfact- 
urers of stone-china, cream-colored and yellow queensware and 
earthenware, of Columbia, Ohio, in relation to the tariff question. 
Iwillremark that this paper is addressed to me, but evidently it 
was intended for the Senate. I believe the usage has been to pre- 
sent such papers as regular petitions. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the memorial of Edward Russell and | 


others, of Davenpert, Iowa, remonstrating against the passage of the 
bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the standard 
silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of N. Hansberg and others, citizens 
of Charles County, Iowa, praying for the coinage of silver dollars, 
with one hundred cents each at the present relative value of gold 
and silver bullion; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


He also presented the petition of L. W. Sheppard and others, citi- | 


zeus of Daytonville, Washington County, Iowa, praying foran amend- 
hent to the pension laws; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions, 

Mr. DORSEY. I present a petition, signed by a large number of 
citizens of New Mexico, in relation to depredations committed by cer- 
tah Indians. As the petition is very brief and pointed, I ask the 
clerk to read it, as there can be no objection to that. 

- VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the petition. 
aan petition was read, and referred to the Committee on Indian 

airs, as follows: 

Th the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America : 
The undersigned, citizens living in the northern part of the Territory of New 





and rendering the lives and property of scattered and unprotected families unsafe. 
Wherefore we earnestly petition and request that these Indian marauders may 
be removed to and restrained upon their respective and proper reservations afore 


| said, in order that the lives and property of citizens may be rendered secure from 
of Newark, New Jersey, praying that Congress will take no | 


violence and intimidation of these marauding Indian bands 


( ; and your petitioners 
will ever pray, &c. 


Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of Benjamin T. Duras, chair- 
man, and James A. Yanks, secretary, of a meeting of the bar of Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, praying for the passage of a law by Congress allowing 
compensation to counsel representing criminal paupers in the United 
States courts; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


| ciary. 


He also presented the petition of W. R. Miller, governor, and other 
State officers of Arkansas, praying for an appropriation by Congress 
for the improvement of L’ Anguille River, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a memorial signed by James Roberts, 
who makes knit goods in Oneida County, New York, and employs 
seventy workmen, remonstrating against an unguarded revision of 
the tariff. I present a like petition from the Mohawk and Hudson 
Manufacturing Company of Waterford, New York, who employ fifty 
men, and a like petition from the Troy Fire-brick Company, of Troy, 
New York, employing a number of men, and a like petition from 
Wood, Smith & Co., manufacturers of carriages, &c., of Fort Plain, 
New York, employing one hundred and twenty men. I move the 
reference of these memorials to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition signed by a large num 
ber of citizens of the city of Brooklyn praying the passage of a bill 


| in relation to back pensions to deserving soldiers of the late war; and 
Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of M. H. Clark & Brother | 
and others, of Montgomery County, Tennessee, praying Congress to | 


I also present a petition of a large number of citizens of New York 
praying for the passage of the same pension bill. I move the refer- 
ence of these petitions to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present a memorial numerously signed by mez 
chants and men engaged in navigation, of Bath, Maine, praying that 
a certain portion of the Alabama claims fund be appropriated to pay 
war premium. I present a like memorial signed by citizens of Ban- 
gor, Maine; another signed by citizens of Brunswick, Maine; an- 


| other by citizens of Searsport, in the same State; another by citizens 
| of Waldoborough, in the same State; another from the city of Port- 


land, in that State; another from the town of Richmond, in that 
State; another from the town of Eastport, in that State; another 
f:om the town of Harrington, in that State; and still one other from 
tue town of Richmond, in that State—all of which I move be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present also a petition of sundry citizens of Maine, 
praying for the establishment of a mail-route from Kingman, by Mo- 


| lunkus, Silver Ridge, Sherman, and Crystal, to Patten, in that State; 





and I present a remonstrance against the establishment of said route. 
I move the reference of the petition and the remonstance to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of William McCartney, late of 
Company F, Fifteenth Maine Volunteers, praying that his name be 
restored to the pension-rolls; which was reterred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of David Dows & Son, and 


| 200 other commission merchants, wholesale dealers, and rectiliers of 


distilled spirits, in New York, praying that the Committee on Finance 
may take up the question of the reduction of the tax on distilled 
spirits; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of The National Horse Nail Com 
pany, manufacturer of nails, of Vergennes, Vermont, praying that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff du- 
ties until after it shalb have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of the 
proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical busi- 
ness men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of the Lake Superior Iron Com 
pany and others, manufacturers and miners of Ishpeming, employing 
nearly three thousand workmen, and the petition of George Corscal- 
len and others, manufacturers of lumber, &c., of Omer, Michigan, 
employing fifteen men, praying that Congress will take no action 
concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is 
such as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote 
the restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. 


I ask leave to present the memorial ot 
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merchants, bankers, and business men of the city of Chicago on the 
subject of the pending financial questions. This memorial, as I am 
informed, is signed by about four hundred persons. Some of these 
gentlemen are known to me to be of high standing and character, 
and the others, Iam told, are of equal respectability. They agree 
with the President and the Secretary of the Treasury in their financial 
views, as recently presented to Congress, and believe that the pros- 
perity of the country will best be promoted by a steadfast adherence 
to a single gold standard and by the resumption of specie payments 
on the Ist day of January, 1879. I trust it will not be deemed im- 
proper for me to say that in my opinion these views are entertained 
only by a very small percentage of the population of that city. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The silver bill having been reported, 
the Chair supposes that perhaps the memorial should lie upon the 
table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I do not think the bill upon the subject 
of the resumption of specie payment has been reported from the 
Finance Committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the memorial relate to the resump- 
tion act? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Lllinois. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present a memorial on the same subject 
signed by certain citizens of the county of McDonough, in the State 


It relates to both measures. 
The memorial will then go to the Com- 
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tion, and lie upon the table, the bill to which it relates bei, 
the Senate. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of T. D. MeGillicudgy ,¢ 
Akron, Ohio, grand worthy patriarch, and E. J. Morris, of Cincins’ - 
Ohio, grand scribe of the Grand Division Sons of Temperance of +}. 
State of Ohio, representing ten thousand members, Praying Conor, 
to provide by appropriate legislation for the appointment os - 
President of the United States of a commission of inquiry ¢ ; 
the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred to the Con 
Finance. 

He also presented the petition of B. F. Wade and 152 others , 
Jefferson, Ohio, praying Congress to give prompt recognition ty }),, 
claims of many pensioners who are sufferers by an unwise limitatio, 
law which is universally conceded to be unjust; which was refers. 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Marsh & Harwood and other m., 
facturers of chemicals, at Cleveland, Ohio, employing eighty-five wort. 
men; the petition of John Wyllie & Son, manufacturers of chjy,. 
ware, at East Liverpool, Ohio, employing eighty workmen; and +), 
petition of L. C. Robinson & Sons and other manufacturers of roy, , 
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ferred 


| Portsmouth, Ohio, employing seven hundred and thirty-five work.) 


of Illinois, which I am assured by the distinguished gentleman who | 


sent it to me speaks the views of that entire county on the questions 
embraced by it. These gentlemen, unlike the others, attribute the 
general depressed condition of the industries of the country to ill- 
advised national legislation on finance. They pray for the restora- 
tion of the coinage act as it existed prior to February 12, 1873, and 


| meeting unanimously. 


for the repeal of what is known as the resumption law. They also | 
ask that the entire volume of four hundred millions of legal-tender | 


notes may be maintained in circulation and be received for duties on 
imports. I move the reference of the memorial to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Recently a meeting was held in Blooming- 
ton, Illinois, the place of my residence,on the single subject of the 
remonetization of silver. 
say that, although my views on this subject are well known, I did not 
think it best to attend this meeting, nor had I any agency in getting 
itup. The president of the meeting in inclosing the proceedings of 
it to me says that the call for the meeting was unanimously signed 


without reference to party affiliations and that it was composed of | 
lam as- | 
sured, and I believe it to be true, that, with here and there an excep- | 
tion, the whole people not only of that city but of the county, which | 


the business men and the representative men of the city. 


certainly is the fourth in population in the State, if not the third, are 
in favor of the restoration of the silver dollar. I beg leave to have 
the resolutions of the meeting read by the Clerk. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That to destroy one-half of the money resources of the country by the 
demonetizing of silver is a reckless disregard of the general welfare. To do this, 
when forced specie resumption is in immediate peespent, is an unparalleled out- 
rage, menacing disaster and ruin to the general business of the country; and to 
have carried this measure by stealth was a swindle upon the people which calls 
forth our severest condemnation. 

Resolved, That the pares of annihilating silver as money, thereby enhancing 
the value of gold, and thus increasing the value of Government bonds by making 
them payable in gold only, when by the plain terms of the law they are redeem- 
able in coin of gold or silver, is a flagrant attempt to enrich the bondholders be- 
yond the terms of the contract at the expense of an already overburdened people. 

Resolved, That we urge upon our Senators and Representatives in Congress the 


I hope it will not be improper for me to | 


praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of ¢}), 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and that the nature ¢ 
the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practic, 
business men would best promote the restoration of general prosper. 
ity; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. : 

Mr. HILL. I have received from the president of the Savannah 
Cotton Exchange the proceedings of a meeting held by that orgay 
zation in the city of Savannah, and the resolutions adopted by tha: 
I send to the desk the resolutions at the ro. 
quest of the meeting, and ask that they be read and printed in tly 
RECORD as a part of my remarks on introducing them. I am sorry 
my distinguished friend from Illinois [Mr. Davis] is not in his sea; 
I would be pleased to have his especial attention to the reading of 
the resolutions. They are very short, very explicit, and very im. 
pressive. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas a bill has been introduced into Congress popularly known as 
silver bill;" and 

Whereas, the impression prevails that the South is unanimously in favor of said 
bill; Therefore, 

Be it resolved, 1, That it is the opinion of this exchange, in general meetin 
sembled, that the agricultural, commercial, manufacturing, and all other 
of this country will be injured by the passage of said bill. 

Resolved, 2, That as gold is the basis of financial transactions in nearly all 
principal nations of the world, it is for our advantage to resume it as the basis of 
our currency. 

Resolved, 3, That the true interests of this country require a return to specir 


The resolutions will be reported by the 


\ 


| ments as soon as practicable, and that by specie payments we mean payments in 


gold, using silver only as an auxiliary and for small ariounts, as was custowar 
vefore the war. 


Resolved, 4, That these resolutions be published in the newspapers of this city. a: 


| a copy of them sent to each of the Senators and Representatives in Congress from 
| this State. 


The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. DAWES. I present the memorial of Messrs. Conants & Sau- 
born and a large number of others, banks, bankers, and merchants, 


| of the highest respectability and intelligence, of Boston, praying 


immediate remonetization of silver, and that the coinage be free and unlimited as | 


that of gold and of standard value of the dollar of our fathers. 

Resolved, That we look with profound alarm upon the efforts of European capi- 
talists, who own most of the bonds of the Government, and corporations in Eu- 
rope and America to so control legislation as to compel their payment in gold only, 
thereby effecting a revolution in values to their own profit and the destruction of 
a large part of all other property. 

Resolved, That we call on our Senators and Representatives in Congress to use 
all their influence to so modify the acts referred to as to restore the tree and un- 
limited coinage of silver, and that they be requested to present a copy of these 
proceedings to the Senate and House of Representatives. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. These resolutions will lie on the table, 
the bill relating to the subject-matter having been reported. 
Mr. PLUMB presented the petition of Wiljam H. Morgan, of Osage 


City, Kansas, praying for the payment of bounty-money claimed to | 


be due to him; which was referred tothe Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of Thomas 
W. Mather, surviving partner of Glover & Mather, of the city of New 
York, praying that a suit of W. R. Glover and Thomas W. Mather 


against the United States be restored to the calendar of the Court of | 


Claims; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. On behalf of the Seminole and Creek dele- 
gates, 1 present their remonstrance against the passage of the bill 
(8. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the United States. 
I believe that bill is made a special order for the 15th of this month. 
As this remonstrance is a very pertinent answer to the bill itself, I 
hope it may be printed in time for that day. I move, therefore, that 
the remonstrance be printed and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 


that Congress may take measures to establish an international mone- 
tary convention, representing the leading commercial nations, for the 
purpose of recommending to the nations such conditions, terms, and 
valuations for gold and for silver coins as will impart uniformity 
upon the equal valuations of them as the bimetallic money of those 
nations. I move that this memorial be referred to the Committee 2 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. , 

Mr. DAWES. I present also the memorial of the Boston Five 
Cents Savings-Bank, representing that it is a holder in trust for poor 
working-people of the city of Boston, who-deposit sums as small a 
five cents, of a large amount of Government securities which are 
very much endangered in value by the prospective enactment 0! 4 
law by which those securities may be paid in a kind of money mu h 
cheaper than that which the Government exacted of them when they 
purchased the bonds. I move the reference of this memorial to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of David Dimmick, of Mass 
chusetts, a soldier in the war of 1812, praying to be allowed a pet 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. — e 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Anna L. Robbins, widow of El 
phalet H. Robbins, first lieutenant Company A, Third Massa hu- 
setts Cavalry, praying to be allowed a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EUSTIS presented resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce, of 


| New Orleans, Louisiana, protesting against the passage of the bil 


known as the Bland silver bill; which were referred to the Commit: 
tee on Finance. ak 
He also presented resolutions of the Clearing-House Association 


; . | New Orleans, Louisiana, protesting against the coinage of silver, ¢© 
It wiil be printed, if there be no objec- | 


cept as a subsidiary coinage without legal-tender value, and in favor 
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of recognizing gold as the standard of value; which were referred to 
Committee on Finance. ioe. 

Mr. McCREERY presented the memorial of the six Chinese com- 
vonies of California, in reference to the report of the congressional 
at ttee to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate to inves- 
43 ais the character and effect of the Chinese emigration to this 





4 


‘ov foran amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohib- 
oe the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on 
aunt of sex; Which was referred to the Committee on Privileges 
Elections. 
Mr HER EFORD presented a resolution of the State Grange of West 
Virginia, in favor of a modification of the law relating to the tax 
»yon leaf-tobacco; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
‘\ir, BOOTH. I present joint resolutions of the Legislature of Cali- 
fornia, asking for the passage of a bill in Congress introduced by Hon. 
CHARLES M. SHELLEY, of Alabama, in relation to Chinese immigra- 
sion, These resolutions were unanimously passed by both houses of 
the Legislature of California. They are short and I ask that they 
ie printed in the RECORD. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and are as follows: 





Whereas 1t appears thata bill has been introduced in Congress by Hon. CHARLES 
Mf. SHELLEY of Alabama, to restrict Chinese immigration by levying a per capita 
tax of $250 upon every subject of China entering the United States except officers 
or duly aceredited agents of the Chinese government and their families; and 


Whereas this measure, if promptly adopted by Congress, would have the effect 


ecking, if not wholly stopping, the further coming to this country of hordes 
» lowest class of Chinese, whose presence here would increase the miseries 
ir working people by still further dhenpening and degrading labor: Therefore, 

Resolved by the senate of California, (the assembly concurring,) Thatour Senators in 
Congress are hereby instructed, and our Representatives requested, to use all 
honorable means to secure the speedy passage of said bill. 

Resolved, That the governor of this State is hereby requested to transmit copies 
of these resolutions to our Senators and Representatives in Congress 

JAMES A. JOHNSON, 
President of the Senate. 
C. P. BERRY, 
Speaker of the Assembly. 

Mr. TELLER presented the memorial of the eastern band of 
Cherokee Indians of North Carolina, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the bill (H. R. No. 228) to authorize and enable the eastern 
yand of Cherokee Indians to institute and prosecute a suit in the 
Court of Claims against the Cherokee Nation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of John B. Wolff, praying legisla- 
tion for facilitating the adjustment and payment of the claims of 
citizens against the Government and the correction of alleged abuses 
in connection therewith ; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of H. O. Houghton & Co. and 

other manufacturers and publishers, at Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
employing over one thousand workmen, and the petition of Daniel 
W. Taft, a manufacturer of cassimeres, at Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
employing one hundred and twenty workmen, prayivg that Con- 
gress will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff duties 
uutil after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condi- 
tion of the industries of the country and that the nature of the pro- 
posed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business 
wen would best promote tho restoration of general prosperity; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
_ Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of Mrs. Abigal Scott Dun- 
iway, editor of the New Northwest, of Portland, Oregon, praying 
Congress to enact a law removing her political disabilities for the 
reason that she is a tax-paying, law-abiding citizen of the United 
States, but denied personal representation solely on account of sex; 
‘hich was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of R. G. Combs and others, laborers 
onand furnishers of materials for the construction of the revenue 
cutter Thomas Corwin, constructed at Albina, Oregon, praying for 
relief; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MITCHELL, I present the petition of F. G. Schwatka, of 
Salem, Oregon, praying compensation for certain property taken for 
muitary purposes at Point Adams, Oregon. I desire to state in this 
connection that at the last session of Congress a petition covering 
‘his subject was before the Senate and an adverse report was made by 
the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. CoCKRELL.] I present in connec- 
ton with this petition now a considerable amount of new testimony 
itended to meet the objections made by the committee at that time. 
I ask that it be referred to the Committee on Claims, and also that 
ihe papers be taken from the files and referred to that Committee. 
objects JE PRESIDENT. That order will be made if there be no 
— MITCHELL presented a memorial of the Astoria Chamber of 


‘mmerce ; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, as follows: 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


naar memorialista, the Astoria Chamber of Commerce, in addition to their former 
the meh = subject, respectfully represent unto your honorable body that 
ed c 


reasing commerce of the Colambia River requires further aid to 


try; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. | 
\ir CHAFFEE presented a petition of citizens of Colorado, pray- | 








tions are constantly arriving and departing from our ports, and thousands of immi- 
grants monthly enter the mouth of the Columbia River. But as yet little has 
een done by the Government to protect, foster, or encourage this vast and grow- 
ing trade and passenger travel. That there is a necessity and urgent need. of a 


| first-class light-house on Tillamook Head, and range-lights en Grand Island at 


the mouth of the Columbia River. Wherefore we commend to the favorable con 
sideration of Congress the bills introduced in its body by Senator J. H. MiTcHELL 
asking for appropriations to construct these aids to navigation. 

By order of the Chamber. 


JOHN Q. A. BOWLBY, President. 


Attest: 
Aue. C. Kinney, Secretary, 
By Eb. D. Curtis, Assistant. 


Mr. MITCHELL presented the following petition of the Astoria 
Chamber of Commerce; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce: 


To the Senate and the House of Representatives in Congress assembled 


Your petitioners, the Chamber of Commerce of the City of Astoria, would most 
respectfully ask ¢at further aid begranted for the purpose of constructing the locks 
and canal at she Cascades of the Columbia, and that the bill now under considera 
tion by your honorable bodies for that purpose, introduced vy Senator Mircurias 
be made a law. 

In making this request we would most respectfully represent that the Columbia 
River drains a wheat-growing country east of the Ca-cade range of mountains larger 
than the whole State of California, now sparsely settled, bat capable of furnishing 
homes for thousands of families. But the few obstructiors to the fre» navigation 
of said river greatly enliance the cost of transportation of cereals to the seaboard 
and retard the sett.ement of the count. y. 

We would further represent that the Cascades of the Columbia are the principal 
obstruction to navigation along said stream, and it is most important that locks and 
canal should be constructed around said Cascades as soon as possible. 

JOHN Q. A. BOWLBY, President. 

Attest: 

Aus. C. Kiyney, Secretary, 

By Ep. D. Cuntis, Assistant. 


Mr. MITCHELL also presented a resolution of the Board of Trade 
of Portland, Oregon, in favor of the passage of the bill (S. No. 94) au- 
thorizing the construction of range-lights on Sand Island, at the 


| mouth of the Columbia River, and the bill (S. No. 95) authorizing the 


construction of alight-house on Tillamook Head; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD GRANT. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a petition signed by many hundred 
citizens of the State of Oregon, including, as I am advised, a very 
large majority of the members of the Board of Trade of the City of 
Portland, composed of some eighty-five members, in which they re- 
spectfully and earnestly memorialize Congress “to pass what is known 
as the Mitchell railroad bill providing for the extension of time of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad and the construction of the Portland, Salt 
Lake, and South Pass Railrvad.” If the Senate will indulge me at 
this time not more than five minutes I should like to make a remark 
in this connection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You have aright to speak on the reference of the 
petition. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Thank you. Something over six weeks ayo, 
Mr. ‘President, I introduced a bill into the Seiuate for the extension 
of the time for the completion of the Northern Pacitic Railroad. ‘That 
bill contained certain provisions in regard to the lands; that is to say, 
instead of transferring the lands as the original grant to the com- 
pany did, the bill proposes to throw these lands open to settlement 
and give the company the benefit of the proceeds of the sales. Cer- 
tain other conditions in connection with the Pacific slope end of the 
grant are attached to the bill, in accordance with the almost uni- 
versal sentiment, I think 1 may say, of the people of the Northwest. 
It would not be proper for me at this time to say anything in regard 
to this matter, inasmuch us the bill has in the usual course been 
referred to the Committee on Railroads, and is now under considera- 
tion by that committee, were it not for the fact that the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company, through its magnates and paid lackeys, 
have within the past few weeks been assailing not only this bill, but, 
for the purpose of influencing legislation in Congress, assailing me 
personally. 

To the end that it may influence the action of Senators and mem- 
bers of Congress, it has repeatedly asserted through its correspond- 
ents in various newspapers, which have been laid upon the desks of 
the members of this Congress, that I, in introducing this bill, am mis- 
representing my constituents, and misrepresenting the people of the 
great Northwest. That statement, while it is infamously false, is no 
more false than very many of the other statements that have been 
made from time to time within the past few days through their paid 
correspondents in various newspapers that have been laid upon the 
desks of members. But it is only the one charge that I desire to re- 
fute here and now, and that is the charge that has been made repeat - 
edly that I, in introducing that bill, am misrepresenting the people 
of the great Northwest. 

I hold in my hand a statement giving the names of nearly every 
newspaper published in the great Northwest, and when I say the 
great Northwest I mean the State of Oregon and the Territories of 
Washington and Idaho, giving the names of forty newspapers pub- 
lished in that State and in those two Territories, which include, I 
think, all, or all with one or twoexceptions. Out of the forty, thirty- 


| seven have emphatically indorsed the bill introduced by myself in 


i WO taba ee the rp foreign of this river have increased from $500,000 | 


$12,000,000 in the year 1877. That hundreds of ships of all na- 


relation to this matter, and are in favor of the bill; and these are 
not newspapers of one political party or the other, but newspapers 
representing all parties andevery shade of party. They have united 
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upon this great question as to the vital interests of the great North- 
west, and I will read the list as a refutation, if newspapers are any 
reflex of public sentiment; and I presume this company thinks they 
are or it would not resort to the means it has been resorting to lately. 
I will name the papers that support the bill that I have introduced : 

West of the Cascade Mountains: the Portland Standard, a strong 
democratic paper, the leading democratic paper in the city of Port- 
land; the Portland Bee, the leading republican paper of that city; 
the Portland New Northwest, the women’s rights organ of that coun- 
try; the Portland Sunday Welcome, an independent paper ; the Ore- 
gon City Enterprise, an independent paper; the Salem Statesman, 
the leading republican paper; the Salem Mercury, the democratic 
organ of the capital of the State of Oregon; the Salem Record, an 
independent paper; the Washington Independent, an independent 
paper, as its name imports; the Albany Van Observer, an independent 
paper; the Yamhill Reporter, an independent paper; the Corvallis 
Gazette, astrong republican paper; the Benton Democrat, an equally 
strong democratic paper; the Eugene Journal, a strong republican 
paper; the Eugene Guard, a democratic paper; the Roseburg Plain- 
dealer, a republican paper; the Roseburg Independent, an independ- 
ent paper; the Ashland Tidings, an independent paper; the Jackson- 
ville Times, the leading democratic organ of Southern Oregon; the 
Olympia Courier, the Olympia Standard, the Olympia Transcript, all 
in Washington Territory; the Port Townsend Argus, the Seattle 
Dispatch, the Seattle Intelligencer, the Seattle Tribune, alf in Wash- 
ington Territory; making twenty-six papers, Mr. President, in Ore- 
gon and Washington Territory west of the Cascade Mountains thax 
emphatically support my bill. e 

Now we come east of the Cascade Mountains. The Dalles Mount- 
aineer, a republican paper; the Pendleton East Oregonian, a demo- 
cratic paper; the Canyon City Times, an independent paper; the 
Union Sentinel, a strong democratic paper; the La Grande Gazette, 
an independent paper; the Walla Walla Union, a republican paper ; 
the Walla Walla Watchman, an independent paper; the Idaho 
Statesman, a republican paper; the Silver City (Idaho) Avalanche, 

a strong democratic paper; the Lewiston (Idaho) Teller, an inde- 
pendent paper; and the Palouse (Washington Territory) Gazette, an 
independent paper—making out of the forty newspapers of all polit- 
ical parties published in the great Northwest to-day, thirty-sevenof them 
strongly supporting the measure, while three, and three only, out of 
the forty, the Portland Oregonian, the Vancouver Independent, aud 
the Tacoma Herald, are finding some fault; but not one of them will 
dare assert that the principles and policy contained in the bill I have 
introduced are not correct, are not right. 

And now I will state in a word, because I do not wish to take up 
time, some reasons as explained in a leading newspaper published at 
Olympia, Washington Territory, why the people of the great Northwest 
to-day, while they desire from the bottom of their hearts the con- 
struction of the Northern Pacific Railroad, are determined, if they 
have the power, that an unqualified, unlimited extension of the grant 
shall not be extended without restrictions in favor of settlers, and in 
favor of the true interests of the great Northwest. The reasons are 
stated brietly in an article that I received this morning in one of the 
leading papers of Washington Territory. I refer to the Olympia 
Transcript, this issue being published on the 29th of December, 1877, 
and is as follows: 

We understand that some of the friends of the Northern Pacific Railroad Com- 
yany are greatly astonished at the people of Washington Territory, and particu- 
arly those of Paget Sound, for being so indifferent to the pleadings of the railroad 

company for an eXtension of time to build their road. It is curious that these 
friends bave such short memories. If they would think a moment they would 
see that the pa of this Territory cannot trust the railroad company. A child 
that is once burnt dreads the fire. The company have been treacherous to the peo- 
ple, and the people in tarn donot sepeee ick the hand thatemites them. Many 
a poor settler has been robbed of his land by this gigantic fraud, and while it pro- 
poses to gobble up a large portion of the best lands of the Territory, this bankrupt 
corporation swindles the Territory of its taxes. Every poor man has to pay his 
taxes or lose his property, while a swindling corporation can fii.dlaws to get out of 
paying any kindofaclaim. Ifthe friendsof the Northern Pacific expect the people 
to help that company to any great extent they are greatly mistaken. The people 
here have lost confidence in its whole management, and do not regard the promises 
of its directors as worth the paper they are printed upon. 

Years ago the project of a railroad across the northern part of the continent was 
looked upon as a great and proper undertaking, while the whole people here were 
willing to help it all in their power, and were earnest in their praise of it. But 
since its bad management, its treachery to the — its bankruptcy, and its fail- 
ure to meet its promises ; in fact, since the people have learned the true character 
of its management, it has lost prestige among those who should be its staunchest 
friends, and that management is learning, probably, that no soulless corporation 


can run a railroad through a country without the least regard to the rights and wel- 
Jare of its people. 


Mr. President, while that is the universal sentiment, almost, on the 
north Pacific coast, they are equally as universally in favor of aid in 
the construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad under proper re- 
strictions. The bill which I have introduced proposes to give them 
the proceeds of every acre of land that was originally granted to 
them for their main line of road, but it proposes to prevent the 
swindling operation of such companies as the Lake Superior and Pu- 
get Sound Land Company, which have gobbled up all the lands on 
that northwest coast to the detriment of the settlement of the coun- 
try and to the disgust of the whole people. 

And this I think is sufficient, Mr. President, in answer to the 
charge made by this company that I am misrepresenting my people. 
I ask a reference of the petition to the Committee on Railroads. 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to thec 
mittee on Railroads. oV0m- 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the morning hour be , 
twenty minutes, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. To which the Chair hears 7 ; 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present the petition of General James §}),\), 
of Missouri, praying for an increase of pension, and I cal! the sien 
tion of the Committee on Pensions to the special consideration; 
this case. General Shields is now sixty-seven years old. [Ho y, 
soldier and a general in two wars, severely wounded in each of a 
has been twice a member of this body, is a patriot, a soldier. any 
statesman in the fullest sense of those terms ; 
will be increased. 
mittee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of J. T. House and othe; 
citizens of Cameron, Clinton County, Missouri, praying that th. 
present tariff duty on flaxseed and linseed-oil be retained: wh; 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. — 

He also presented the petition of Edward Evers, M. D., late assis. 
ant surgeon United States Navy, praying the passage of a bil] author. 
izing the President to reappoint him an assistant surgeon in the Nayy 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


€Xtended 


10 object 


alter 


» ahd 


! and I hope his Pensio 
I move the reference of the petition to the (, 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it in order at this time for me to have leave ty 
offer, in order that they may be printed, certain amendments that | 
shall propose to the resolution of the Senator from Ohio? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The paper will be received, though po: 
strictly in order at this time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask leave, then, to offer certain amendments to 
the preamble of the resolution of the Senator from Ohio | Mr, May 
THEWS Jand also an amendment tothe textof the resolution, I shoy| 
like to have the preamble that I offer read. It is to come in at 
end of the preamble of the printed resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported. 

The Curer CLERK. It is proposed to insert at the end of the pr 
amble, before the word “ therefore,” the following : 


And whereas it appears from the records of the Mint that the total coinage o! 
the silver dollar has been $2,045,838; and 

W hereas the silver dollar of the United States had been long absolutely olsole: 
as any substantial part of the money of the country, and that which had 
coined almost entirely converted into other forms of metal, and did not: 
the time of the making of any of the existing loans of the United States, or th 
from which existing loans have been refunded; and 

Whereas by the provisions of the comage act of 1873, passed on the 
February of that year, and of the Revised Statutes smaegul on the Ist day of 
cember of that year, all provisions of law authorizing the coinage of such « 
dollar were repealed ; and 

Whereas, since the passage of said last-mentioned acts, gold coin, which 
reason of the premises bas been the only existing lawful coin tender and star 
of value for al yments above the sum of $5, as it had been the only one 
for many years befecre, the United States has borrowed, in gold coin, from the » 
nle of this and other countries, the sum of not less than $592,990, 700, at a rate of 
interest lower than that of any loan ever before made by the Government, av 
payable in coin; and 

Whereas the holders of all Government securities have a right to expect that 
however much the United States may change its laws so as in fact to affect their 
interests favorably, it will never evade or repeal favorable legislation, either for 
pgeceess or w'th the effect to make money at the expense of its creditors; and 

bereas, differing from the transaction of affairs between private persons, t 

public creditors have no means of enforcing the payment of their loans, it is a dat 
of the highest obligation on the part of the United States to pay its debts in sneh 
& manner as to meet the just expectations of its creditors, and 10 refrain frow tak 
ing advantage of the cheapness of silver by reviving either obsolete coins or obse- 
lete or repealed coinage laws in order to provide for payments in silver; and 

Whereas the substantial present value of the silver in a dollar of 412) grains is 
only 92 per cent. of the value of a dollar of gold, it would also be unjust for the 
law-making power, by new legislation, to compel all private creditors to receive 
from their debtors such asilver dollar at par in the payment of pre-existing dev 
and equally unjust and even more cruel to compel the great number of citi 
the United States who subsist upon the wages of daily labor to receive payment 
for their work in money either depreciated or debased. 


The amendment proposed to the resolution was also read, being | 
strike out all after the word “ interest” and insert: 

In gold coin or its equivalent, and that any other payment, without the consett 
of = creditor, would be in violation of the public faith and in derogation of bs 
rights. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. These amendments will be printed ave 
lie upon the table, subject to the call of the Senator from Vermont 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am directed by the Committee on the Judiciar 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 84) to amend certain provises 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the tras 
portation of animals, to report the same and ask to be discharge: 
from its consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee 
Commerce, as we think it appropriately belongs to that commit 

The report was agreed to. " 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am also instructed by the Committee on ™ 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 207) explanatory 
section 1889 of the Revised Statutes, and to ratify and couirm cortais 
territorial legislation, to report the same, and ask to be dischargeé 
from its consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee va 
Territories. On examination of the bill we were all of opimiea that 
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ticular question of law, and that it ought to go to the Committee on 

srritories. 
° rhe report was agreed to. , md 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
ferred the bill (8. No. 330) explanatory of section 1589 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States, and to ratify and confirm certain 
+prritorial legislation, and for other purposes, have instructed me to 
isk to be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

The report was agreed to. ; os 

Mr EDMUNDS. The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
veferred the bill (S. No. 186) to provide for the settlement of tax-lien 
certificates erroneously issued by the late authorities of the District 
of Columbia, have instructed me to ask to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Distriet of Columbia, as it is not a matter of law, but purely a 
matter of erroneous administration, involving merely the propriety of 
dealing with it. 

The report was agreed to. 


rete 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
-» introduce a bill (S. No. 492) for the protection of the salmon fish- 
cries in the Columbia River; which was read twice by its title, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 493) to provide for the removal of the 
Naval Observatory ; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. THURMAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 494) for the relief of Thornton A. Jenkins; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying state- 
ment, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
dace a bill (S. No. 495) for the relief of Thornton A. Jenkins, a rear- 
admiral in the United States Navy on the retired list ; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HOAR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 496) for the relief of the legal representatives 
of R. W. Gibbes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. ° 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 497) to establish a post-route ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. KERNAN (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 498) to provide for the ap- 
pointmentof an additional circuit judge in the second judicial circuit; 
whieh was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 499) to revise the judicial system of the 
United States; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 500) in regard to the Staten Island 
and New Jersey Suspension Bridge and Railroad Company; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. MCDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 501) for the relief of John C. Birdsell ; 
— was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

atents, 

Mr. BARNUM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No.502) repealing the charter of the National 
Capital Insurance Company; which was read twice by its title, and 
relerred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 503) for the relief of F. G. Schwatha; 
ie was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

ialmDs., 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 504) for the relief of R. G. Combs and others; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 

iaims, 

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 

introduce a bill (S. No. 505) for the relief of Henry Romeyn; which 
pr tead twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
_ He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
‘eave to introduce a bill (S. No. 506) for the relief of William Mills; 
Which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, 

Mr. COCKRELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
‘o introduce a bill (S. No. 507) for the relief of Dr. Edward Evers ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 508) for the relief of James A. Price; which was 
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read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. : 

Mr. DAWES (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 509) to extend letters-patent 
heretofore issued to Joseph W. Fowle; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (S.R. No. 14) for the purchase of copies 
of the General Register of the Navy and Marine Corps of the United 
States; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 





MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEorGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 
No. 224) for the relief of Thomas A. Nicholson ; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


_ The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 1637) establishing post-roads ; and 
it was thereupon signed by the Vice-President. 


BILL RECOMMITTED. 

Mr. KERNAN. I move that the bill (H. R. No. 1891) for the relief 
of the Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company, of Columbia, 
Georgia, reported to the Senate from the Finance Committee, be re- 
committed to that committee, with the accompanying papers. 

The motion was agreed to. 


AMENDMENT OF RULES. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer two resolutions for reference to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
tion of the Senate. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the follow- 


ing be, and the same are hereby, adopted as the joint rules of the two Houses for 
the present session. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senate will observe that the rules are left 
blank. As Senators all understand, we have no joint rules, and as 
there did not happen to be any in print of the old ones I left it blank 
in order that the committee might frame joint rules and report upon 
them. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Rules. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The other resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Vermont will now be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the following be one of the standing rules of the Senate : 

No motion shall be deemed in order to admit any person whatsoever within the 
doors of the Senate Chamber to present any petition, memorial, or address, or to 


hear any such read, or to address the Senate, except as parties or counsel in cases 
of contempt or impeach-vent. 


The resolution was referred to the Committee on Rules. 


They will be reported for the informa- 


OHIO MILITIA CLAIMS, 


Mr. THURMAN. I offer the following resolution, and ask for its 
present consideration : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs are hereby instructed to in 


quire whether any and, if any, what legislation is necessary or expedient for the 
following purposes: 


First. ‘To increase the annual appropriation for arming and equipping the militia 
of the States and Territories to correspond with the i:crease in population since 
the passage of the act of A. D. 1808, such increase to take immediate effect. 

Second. To enable the proper accounting officer to take up for settlement and to 
settle the twentéeth (20th) installment of the Oho war claims, referred to in the 
Governor's letter. 

Third. 'To authorize the proper officer to credit this State with the difference be 
tween what the arms drawn by Governor Tod were charged at and what they 
were sold for. 

The bills for the settlement of items 2 and 3 to be so drawn as to allow the 
State to draw ordnance and ordnance stores, camp and garrison equipage, cook 
ing utensils, overcoats, blankets, &c., in liquidation of any balance due the 
State; such stores being necessary to properly arm and equip the national guard 
for service and camp duty ; and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr.EDMUNDS. I should like to have that resolution printed and 
laid over. There is one part of the resolution that I think may re- 
quire a little consideration before we direct the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. It is simply a resolution directing the committee 
to inquire. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There will be no harm in its lying over until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is undoubtedly an instruction in one part of it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainlynot. It is not intended to be such, and 
it is not. Of course if any Senator wishes to have the resolution go 
over, I shall make no objection. I can have a letter from the gov- 
ernor of Ohio read here and one from the adjutant-general, which 
will explain the whole matter. I do not think there can be any ob- 
jection to the resolution, but if the Senator insists on its going over 
very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over under the rule. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to have it printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order to print wil! be made. 
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INDIAN TERRITORIES. 
Mr. MITCHELL submitted the following resolutions; which were 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs: 
Whereas there are at the present time in the United States not to exceed three 


hundred thousand Indians, and for whose occupation, use, and benefit, there have 
been set apart, and are for such purpose now held, ever three hundred million acres 


of the public lands of the United States, including the Indian Territory, or about | 


one thousand acres to each man, woman, and child, and from all which lands set- 
t! re excluded, while a white person of twenty-one years of age, whether the 
head of a family or not, is permitted to homestead or purchase but one hundred 
and sixty acres, while millions of white and black citizens with families to support 
are without homes of their own Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be, and they are hereby, in- 
trueted to inquire into the propriety of establishing not to exceed four Indian 
reservations to be called Indian Territories, one of which, for the use and occupa 
tion of all Indians in the State of Oregon and in Washington and Idaho Territo 
ries, shall be located in the country west of the Rocky Mountains known as the 
Coleville Valley ; the second, for the occupation and use of all other Indians west 
of the Rocky Mountains, in some suitable locality west of or in such range of 
mountains, and the other two for the use and occupation of all other Indians to 


lerritories all reservation Indians in the United States shall be located ; with suit- 
ible provisions for permitting all who are competent to become citizens and who 
will dissolve their tribal relations and devote themselves to agriculture, to acquire, 
under proper restrictions, homesteads in suitable quantities on their present reser- 
vations; such large reservations or Indian Territories to have a suitable form of 
government, to be established by Congress, which government shall include the 
right to be represented in Congress by a Delegate, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and a superintendent, who shall be ex oficio governor of 
such territory, and which government shall also include the establishment of 
manual-labor and other schools sufficient for the accommodation and education of 
all the Indians in such Territory, with a compulsory provision in the organic law 
of each of such Territories, compelling each Indian between certain ages to attend 
schoo! a given number ef months in each year for a certain number of years, with 
the privilege to all religious denominations of establishing missionary institutions 
in such Territories in their own way respectively, except they be not incompatible 
with the laws of such Terntories, and which government shall also include the 
establishment of a strong military post in each of such Territories for the protec- 
tion of both Indians and whites, and the preservation of peace, and also the estab- 
lishment of suitable courts for the protection of civil rights and for the punishment 
of crime, as in other Territories; and that all lands now held as Indian reservations 
in the United States, as the Indians thereon are removed to such Territories, under 
proper restrictions, and with due regard to the rights of the different tribes as to 
the proceeds arising from their disposition, be opened to the millions of homeless 
white and black citizens of the United States for settlement ; and to report to the 
Senate by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved further, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the Secretary 
of the Interior, with a request that he communicate to the Senate such recommend. 
ations in reference to the general proposition of consolidation of Indian agencies 
in the form herein suggested, or otherwise, and as he may deem pertinent and 
proper, together with any reports of Indian inspectors or other officers of the In- 
dian department, or any other facts specially bearing on the subject 


BENJAMIN P. RUNKLE. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I desire to call up my motion for the reconsid- 
eration of the resolution in regard to Major Runkle. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Rhode Island moves 
to reconsider the vote by which the Senate adopted the resolution 
directing an inquiry by the Committee on the Judiciary as to the 
restoration of B. P. Runkle to the Army. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I desire to state that when this resolution was 
first introduced, although it struck me that the proper reference 
would be to the Military Committee, I said nothing about it and 
allowed it to be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary without 
objection; and this was done by unanimous consent. After the in- 
troduction of the second resolution in the case of Dr. Draper, of the 
Navy, and the request of the honorable Senator who introduced that 
resolution that the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 


should indicate the direction that investigation should take, I took, | 


occasion to say that I thought this resolution should have been re- 
ferred to the Military Committee and the other resolution to the Na- 
val Committee. The latter having been referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, I moved a reconsideration of the vote on the first 
wi ha view of referring it to the Military Committee. That motion 
is the qnestion now before the Senate. I hope the motion to recon- 
sider will prevail, so that the proper reference may be had. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I ask the Senator from Rhode 
Island if he has any objection to allowing this motion to stand until 
to-morrow morning ; and I will state to him a reason. Two Senators 
asked me if this motion would be taken up this morning, and the 
morning hour baving expired I told them I thought not, and both 
those Senators have gone out and would like to be here. Inasmuch 
as I gave this information rather unfortunately myself, if the Senator 
from Rhode Island sees no choice between mornings, he can call it up 
to-morrow morning and it will relieve me from having caused these 
Senators to absent themselves when I believe one of them wants to 
say a word about it and both of them want to vote upon it. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. 1 have no objection to that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Rhode Island assents 
to the proposed arrangement. The motion to reconsider is postponed 
till to-morrow. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 224) for the relief of Thomas A. Nicholson was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over as unfinished business 
from the last session of the Senate the resolution offered by the Sen- 


ator from Ohio (Mr. MATTHEWS] in regard to the payment of the 
publie debt in silver. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


| sell its bonds. They ascertain with precision the obligatio 
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Mr. BAILEY. Mr. President, the resolutions offered by the Sena 
tor from Ohio [Mr. MaTTHEWS] place a construction upon the acts of 
Congress that authorized the otticers of the United States to issue gnq 

DS in 
posed upon the United States and the rights acquired by the Dublic 
creditors as to the money of payment. , 

It is understood that the action of the Senate on these resolutio; 
will be an indication of its probable action on a bill that has ea 
from the House of Representatives, to amend the coinage laws and 
restore the silver dollar to our money system. Once restored the 
silver dollar will be legal-tender money for the payment of all 


| debts, public and private. The sum-total of these debts is Supposed 


to exceed $8,000,000,000 

In view of the magnitude of the interests to be affected the ques. 
tions presented by the resolutions should be examined with great 
care and decided with judicial impartiality. Self-interest should not 


| be permitted to mislead us in the investigation nor to betray oyr 
be located in or east of the Rocky Mountain range, and upon which reservations or | 


judgments in reachinga conclusion. And we should not forget that 
our deliberations, our discussions, and ultimate action will pass in 
review before an enlightened public opinion. 

At the very threshold of this examination we are met with the 
declaration that the resolutions affirm what is false in fact and pe. 
tray a purpose to do what is condemned by good morals. We aye 
told that their adoption by Congress will be an act of repudiation of 
the solemn contracts of the Government, will be destructive to the 
rights of the public creditors, and will bring disgrace upon the Gov. 
ernment and people of the United States. 

If the affirmation be true, there should be an end to this debate. 
The resolutions should be defeated by a unanimous vote and the 
subject buried forever out of the sight and recollection of mankind, 
A government able to fulfill the obligations of its contracts cannot 
afford to repudiate the obligation. Necessity and necessity alone may 
be offered as anexcuse. Itspledges, once given, are sacred. Religion, 
morals, and sound policy unite in taking them under their protec. 
tion and inflicting upon the violator of their sanction punishment 
commensurate with the wrong. 

But the very subject for inquiry is, what acts did the Government 
agree to perform and what obligations were assumed? The agree- 
ment and the obligations are the only foundation for and the only 
measure of the creditor’s rights. These rights, when ascertained, 
are placed under the protection of the Constitution and laws, 
They are in the nature of property. They cannot be invaded; 
they cannot be imperiled ; they should not be questioned. 

But as the rights of the creditor rest upon contract for their only 
foundation, and the contract must have been made in pursuance of 
and in obedience to law, we are compelled, in the examination before 
us, to look to the legislation upon the subject and ascertain the laws 
applicable at the time the contract was made. 

In the present stage of civilization, with the extensive commerce, 
foreign and domestic, that characterizes modern life, the power to 
coin money, and thereby make a legal medium of exchange, is one of 
the essential attributes of sovereignty. The framers of the Consti- 
tution, in establishing our own Federal Government of limited 
powers, were careful that it should not be left without this power 


| so essential to the well-being of the people, and therefore it was 


ordained— 


The Congress shall have power * * * to coin money, regulate the value thereof 
and of foreign coin. 

The power thus conferred is absolute and exclusive; it exists at 
all times, and from generation to generation can be exercised ac- 
cording to the varying wants and necessities of the people. It is 
without limitation ; and whatever Congress may impress with the 
stamp of the nation’s sovereignty, as coin, becomes legal-tender 
money according to its regulated value. It is sufficient for the pay- 
ment of all debts, and cannot be questioned. When tendered the 
creditor must accept it. He has no option. It makes no difference 
that there may have been a change in its regulated value after the 
creation of the obligation and before the time for its performance. 
The debtor is bound to pay, and the creditor is bound to accept lav- 
ful money. This may seem to be hard law, but for all that it is law. 
We may question the wisdom or the justice of such legislation, but 
we cannot doubt its binding force. I refer to this because it may 
throw some light on the subject to be considered, and explain why ® 
particular phraseology was embodied in an act of Congress. 

Now, this power to coin money was brought into play at a very 
early period in our history. In 1792 the first coinage act was passe’ 
Congress then estimated that one pound of pure gold was equa! 1 
fifteen pounds of silver, and made both gold and silver legal-tender 
money in that relation of value. Under this act the first gold auc 
silver coins were made, and down to 1837 the mint had turned out 
about $50,000,000 of silver and $23,189,000 of gold. . 

Experience in that period demonstrated that in fixing the relati . 
of the two metals gold had been estimated too cheaply, and as a con- 
sequence the coins of that metal were bought up and exported to 
other countries. In 1334, Congress again undertook to regulate _ 
values, and not disturbing the weight of the silver dollar ie 
the number of grains of pure gold in the gold dollar, and ——— 
that one pound of pure gold was equal in value to 15.95 —_ 
of pure silver, and that both should be legal-tender money, —— 
able in payment of all debts public and private. Now, in 1834, 0 
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tirely paid. Private contracts were in existence for the payment of 
vv may to the amount of hundreds of millions of dollars. The reduc- 
eee the value of the gold dollar exceeded 6 per cent., and yet no 
. mplaint was made by the public creditor or by the citizens. The 
tion of Congress was unquestionably within the scope of its ac- 
a owledged constitutional power. This was recognized by ll, al- 
hough payment of pre-existing debts was authorized to be made in 
oin Jess Valuable by more than 6 per cent. than the coin in exist- 
« when the contracts were made. 
Rut. as before, a mistake was made in the valuation of the two met- 
-: at all events these values were not in correspondence with 
fixed by France and other European states. In 1792 gold had 
noon valued too cheaply, and was bought up for exportation. The 
er dollar, by the act of 1834, was placed at too low a rate and was 
Accordingly, in 1853, Congress again gave its attention 
+o the subject of our coinage. At that time we were producing gold 
at quantities, and the, expectation was that with improved 
methods of mining the production would increase. It was mani- 
festly the policy of the Government to protect this great production, 
eit could be done without injury to other interests, and secure to it 
i the advantages to follow from making it perform the chief office 
i A new coinage law wasenacted. The relation of gold to 
silver was not disturbed, and as experience had shown that the 
ndard silver dollar was sent away, it was determined not to coin 
- more silver dollars for the Government, but every citizen was 
lowed to carry his silver to the mint there to be made into stand- 
rd legal monev. Gold, the cheaper metal, continued as before to 
y for the business of life, but silver was not demon 
the Government renounce ‘ts right afterwar 
f the interests of the country should require. 


ot expedient to do so. 


t abroad. 


rl 





noney. 





Lto coin i 
For the time it was 


This was the state of our coinage laws when in 1262 and in years 
ceeding the United States sold its bonds, some payable twenty) 
ws after date, others payable forty years after date, but redee1 
at the pleasure of the Government after five and ten years 
he interest to be paid on both classes of bonds and the principal of 
forty-vears’ bonds were in express terms made payable in coin, 
mt the language employed in the act of Congress authorizing the 
ssue of the twenty-years’ bonds was not explicit, and long years in 
nee of the time when the principal was payable a question arose 
iether, according to the terms of the act, it was payable in legal- 
tender Treasury notes or in legal-tender coin. 
lhe magnitude of the debt and the great depreciation in the value 
the Tre.sury notes made the question one of great interest to the 

\merican people. We have not forgotten the heats engendered by 

e discussion of the question; parties were arrayed against each 
other upon this as an issue, and constituted platforms with “ green- 
back ” and “ hard money ” planks to represent their opposing views ; 
candidates for great offices and small claimed the suffrages of the 
people upon this issue; speeches were made in every part of the 
country; the history of the act of 1862 and what was said in Con- 
gress when it was under consideration were brought under review. 
The interest in the question was only exceeded by its magnitude; 
gold and silver coin were then at a premium of about 33 per cent. 
over greenbacks; the bonds amounted to about $1,550,000,600, and 
without a change in the value of the greenback the sum involved 
exceeded $500,000,000. A President of the United States was elected 
upon the hard-money platform. Congress met and undertook by 
solemn act to settle this question and settle it forever. A bill was 
introduced and passed by both the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, but for some reason was not signed by President Johnson. 
President Grant was inaugurated, and immediately convened the 
Congress; the measure was again considered, and the act of the 18th 
March, 1869, became a law. It declares— 

That in order to remove any doubt as to the purpose of the Government to discharge 
all its just obligations to the public creditor, and to settle conflicting questions and inter- 
pretations of the laws by virtue of which such obligations have been contracted, it is 
hereby provided and declared that the faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to 
the payment, in coin, of all the obligations of the United States not bearing interest, 
known as United States notes, and of all the interest-bearing obligations of the United 
States, except in cases where the law authorizing the issue of such obligation has ex- 


ply pores that the same may be paid in lawful money, or other currency than 
god or suiver, 


li- 


It is to be presumed that the language employed was carefully con- 
sidered by the statesmen who prepared this celebrated act. The pur- 
pose, as the act itself declares, was “‘to settle conflicting questions and 
\lerpretations.” The act of 1862 was the subject of “ interpretation.” 
The “question” was what kind of money should be used in payment of 
- obligations of the United States authorized to be issued by that 

Congress intended to make a final settlement of the whole matter 
and to leave nothing about which there could afterward be a differ- 
enee of opinion. It declared that all the interest-bearing obligations 
of the United States, except those payable in other currency than 
gold and silver, should be payable in coin. What coin was to be paid 
Within the meaning of this expression? Evidently coin from the 

int of the United States, for no other coin was legal tender. It 
might be gold or silver, stamped under the act of 1792 or 1834 for the 
Government or for the citizen; or it might be coin stamped under 
other regulations to be made thereafter. 


VilI——20 


eI 


‘blic debt, although in the process of being paid off, was not en- Now I think I have shown that the creditor would by law be com- 


pelled to accept the standard dollar of gold or silver that might be 
prescribed at the time of payment. But the friends of the resolution 
and of the expected legislation do not claim for the Government mor¢ 
than that the creditor shall be required to accept dollars of the stand- 
ard existing at the time the act of 1869 became a law. 

The act of 1869, however, was but the first step in the legislation 
in regard to our public debt. In 1870 Congress was convinced that 
the rate of interest was too high, and determined, if possible, to re 
fund the debt at alowerrate. Itwas proposed to borrow $1,500,000,000 
for this purpose, and with the money to redeem the bonds already 
issued. No other government had ever offered to borrow at one 
time so large asum of money. The attention of capitalists was at 
once arrested ; the measure was talked about ‘‘on change ;” it was de- 
liberated upon by statesmen ; the service of experts was called into 
requisition ; a bill was prepared. Now, in view of the doubts and 
“conflicting questions and interpretations,” which had agitated the coun- 
try when the act of 1862 was the subject of discussion, and al! fresh 
in the memories of those who proposed this bill, who will deny that 
each word was considered, each phrase was conned, each sente 
carefully studied ? 

It was well known then that under the act of 1869 the principal of 
the bonds was payable in standard dollars that might be coined 
at the time of payment, and to guard against the exercise ef ¢! 
undoubted authority of the Government to change this standard 
pleasure ; to fix with absolute precision the kind of money in w! 
the bonds should be paid the standard then existing was selected, bi 


ing the gold dollar containing 23.22 grains of pure gold, as auth 
5 ~ a r ’ 





the act of 1834, and the silver dollar of 3714 grains of pure silv 
as fixed by the act of 1792. The act of July, 1870, accordingly at hy 
ized the Seere tary of the Treasury to “issue ” ” * bonds o 
United States * * yedeemable in coin of the present standar 
at the ple of the United States after —— years from the date of | 
issue, and bearing interest payabl ni-annually in such coin, * 
|} and ti tid bonds shalt have set forth and expressed upon their fi 


} 


above condition, 

Under this act bonds to the amount of near $700,000,000 have be 
issued, and each of them has upon its face, as part of the cont 
a stipulation that it is redeemable at the pleasure of the Un 
States afler —— years in co standard value of the Ui 
States on the 14th day of July, 1870, and that the interest is payable SEIN 
annually in such coin. Can there be any doubt as to the intention of 
the parties te these contracts? Can anything be plainer? The prin 
cipal and interest shall be paid, not in coin the standard value at 
the time of payment, but in coin of the standard value on the 14th 
July, 1870. A reference to the coinage laws then in force settles the 
question beyond the possibility of doubt. 

The resolutions introduced by the Senator from Ohio assert this, 
and nothing more: they declare the terms of the contract and the 
rights of the Government as one of the contracting parties. But 
we are met with the objection that in 1873 Congress, in the exercise 
of its constitutional power, revised the coinage laws and dropped 
the silver dollar from our system ; that after this, many of the bonds 
authorized to be issued by the set of July, 1870, and bearing upon 
their face the same conditions, were placed on the market and sold ; 
that the purchasers of these bonds, looking to the law in force at the 
time of their purchases, or misled by the agents of the Government, 
were induced to believe they would be paid in gold dollars alone. 

We are told that the disappointment of these expectations will 
bring discredit to the Government and impair the high standing of 
its financial position, and we are urged not to exercise the option 
that the contract so clearly confers. 

Why, sir, these bonds were not issued by authority of the act of 
1873, but under the authority given by the act of July, 1870, and 
each one carried on its face express notice of the terms of the con- 
tract. The very object and perpose of the stipulation to pay in 
money the standard of a particular date was to guard the public 
creditor against possible changes in our coinage system. The agents 
of the Government had not the power or the right to change in a 
single iota the conditions on which the bonds were to be issued. To 
assume that the bankers and syndicates, the merchant princes of 
London and Frankfort and Paris and New York did not understand 
the terms of the contract or that they did not know that the agents 
of the Government had no right to go beyond the authority of the 
law, by assurances not embodied in the contract, is to insult their 
probity, their intelligence and capacity to manage their own affairs. 

After the enactment of the law of 1873, which dropped the silver 
dollar from our coinage so quietly that the President of the United 
States and Senators who voted upon the measure were in profound 
ignorance of the chayge, the creditors may have believed that gold 
exclusively would become the standard money-of the American 
people and that the silver dollars were forever banished from circu- 
lation. But did our Government give such assurance or by its action 
in apy way encourage sucha belief? The power to restore the silver 
dollar was a constitutional power. It had not been renounced by 
Congress, aud the duty to restore it might become imperative. 
Changes from a double to a single standard, from silver to gold and 
gold to silver, by European and American states, had been frequent 
within the recollection of livingmen. England adopted a gold stand- 
ard for the first time in 1816; Holland a silver standard in 1847, and 
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in 1875 was contemplating a change to gold. Austria and Germany 
in 1857 agreed upon silver, bat Germany in 1871-72 had gone to gold. 
Phe changes in America have been noticed. In view of all this, the 
belief of the creditors furnishes no basis on which to rest a claim to 
repudiate the clear intent of the contract. Their belief was grounded 

| a superficial view of current events, upon expectations as te the 
influence of production, consumption, and legislative action, here 
and abroad, upon the value of silver. It was a speculative belief, 
and we are not, in law or in morals, answerable to them for their 


disappointments. 


With what sort of justice can the creditors claim more than the 
fullillment of the law? Where is the equity in asking reformation 
of a contract so plain as this and so well understood? What ethical 
code requires us to satisfy sanguine expectations ? 
appointment, the creditors and their advocates proclaim that we 
will impair the credit of the Government. For the first time in my 
life I have heard that one who proposes to perform the obligations 
of a contract, according to its letter and spirit, will thereby bring 
reproach upon his good name and impair his good standing. 
this result is to follow I trust the American people will bear the re- 
proach and not be driven by cowardly timidity to a course of action 
that will not be fair or just or right to themselves. 

lor at last the “credit of the State,” as distinguished from the good 
JSaith ef the State, is not the object and aim of Government. This 
Government was formed “ to establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 
provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to the people.” These are the aims of its exist- 
ence. Whatever will contribute to their accomplishment should, 
within the limit of constitutional action, be brought into service. 
The public credit is a valuable auxiliary; it should be tenderly fos- 
tered; every pains should be taken to strengthen it; it should be 
guarded as a precious treasure; but at last it is only a means to an 
end, aud should be held subordinate to the purposes for which Goy- 
ernment was established. Agriculture, commerce, manufactures, the 
arts, labor, capital, all promote the general welfare. They contrib- 
ute to the comfort and happiness of the people, and should have 
equal consideration with public credit. 

It is urged with much force, however, that the restoration of the 
silver dollar and making it legal-tender money for the payment of 
debts, public and private, will prevent the funding of the public debt 
it a lower rate of interest, and tables have been prepared showing 
the sums the Government will save by an abandonment of silver. I 
have one of these tables now before me, prepared by Mr. Ellis, a banker 
in the city of New York, and as the newspapers say, read before a 
committee of the House of Representatives. I will read it: 

1 have made a table showing the amount to be gained, provided the Government 
can continue its funding operations as at present, on the supposition that if the sil- 
ver bill is passed and the principal and interest of the bonds are made payable in 
silver, its funding operations will cease. I will now read you the figures: 


Amountof 6 per cent. bonds outstanding $729, 000, 000 
Annual interest on same 


Amount of 5 per cent bonds ontstanding.......... 
Annual interest or same 


CONGRESSIONAL 


79, 140, 000 
57, 480, 000 


Annual saving ; we JORdobEeeDeSENRES sHasosvesecs 
If the 4 per cent. bonds shall be paid at their maturity, say thirty 
years, the total savings would be, not compounding interest... ... ; 


21, 660, 000 
649, 800, 000 


If the bonds should not be funded, and principal and interest should 

be paid in silver, and the relative value ot gold and silver should cen- 
tinue as at present, say a difference of 8 per cent., the saving to the 
Government on the interest payments would be about 


$196, 000, 000 
And on the principal would be about 


115, 000, 000 


Total, not compounding interest... . 311, 000, 000 


Now, upon the assumption that we can fund our debt in 4 per cent. 
bonds, (and I do not doubt that we will,) and upon the further as- 
sumption that the effect of the legislation contemplated by these 
resolutions will prevent this funding, the statement makes out a 


strong case. The sum lost the Government is very large and exceeds 
$15,000,000 a year. But will the fulfillment of our obligation destroy 
our credit? It may be injuriously affected for a time, not because of 
the fulfillment of the obligations of the contract in their essence 
and spirit, but because of the disappointment of unreasonable ex- 
pectations. But when time shall have cooled the passions excited by 
these disappointments, and the deliberate judgment of mankind 
shall be pronounced, the sentence will be reversed, and our credit 
will be strengthened by the firmness with which we have resisted 
these appeals. 

It seems to me, however, that these gentlemen overlook the fact 
that the object in remonetizing the silver dollar‘is not alone to fur- 
nish money for the payment of the public debt. The main purpose 
is to arrest the movements inaugurated in Europe and blindly fol- 
lowed in this country to destroy a great part of the wealth of man- 


to give assura@ace to our own people that at some day we may be 


able to resume the payment of debts upon a specie basis, and after | 


having initiated resumption maintain it. The remonetization of 


silver aims at the restoration of commerce, manufactures, and agri- | 


cultare and all our industries to their former prosperous state. It 


| will be regarded as indicating the probable action of the 
| a bill now before it to amend the coinage laws. The passage of the 


| tion that will make them effective. 


Maddened by dis- | 


But if | 


| tain their established values. 
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money; to furnish a basis for the payment of six hundred millio; 
of taxes imposed each year upon the people of the United Stat... 
and for the payment of the thousands of millions of 
lic and personal indebtedness of our people. 
If all this shall be accomplished we can afford to pay the $15,000.099 
per annum interest on our bonds. pe 
I have stated, Mr. President, that the adoption of these resolutions 


tates, 
dollars of pub- 


Senate upon 


resolutions will be a mere brutum fulmen unless followed by legis] . 

I for one would not cast my 
vote for them if I did not believe their spirit and import would be 
ingrafted into the body of our laws, and therefore I propose, as brief}, 
as I can, to show why in my judgment the proposed change in oy} 
coinage laws should be made. 

At the very beginning of our Government the question was made 
whether we should adopt silver or gold or both metals as a legal] 
tender. Both had been used by European nations and both were wel] 
known to the American people. The production of silver had beey 
near threefold greater than the production of gold, but legal enact 


| ments had tied them together and the preceding one hundred years 
| had witnessed but slight changes in their relative value. 
| back from the stand-point of to-day, and instructed by experience. 


Looking 


we see clearly how the ligature that bound them served to maip- 
Without it they would have been sub- 
ject to all the fluctuations of merchandise; with it, both were money 
Their values were established by and depended upon law. 

The founders of our Government, after the most mature considera 
tion, finally adopted the double standard, fixed the relations of th 
two metals, and down to 1873 both gold and silver were legal-tende: 
money. From 1793 to 1834 gold was undervalued and the greate: 
part of our supply was carried away to meet the wants of other peo- 
ple, leaving silver to perform the chief functions of money. But in 
1834 a change was made in our coinage laws, whereby silver was 
slightly undervalued, and then it took flight to countries where it 
had more purchasing power, and gold quietly took its place. When 
gold left at one period it was not lost, but sent us silver in return, 
When silver left in the other period it made us adequate compen- 
sation, and what was of greater importance both at all times con- 
tinued to be part of the world’s money. The sum total was not 
lessened by the fact that we did not use both; we were not impoy- 
erished nor was our business disturbed by the changes. 

So when England, in 1816, adopted the gold standard, and Holland 
the silver, in 1847, the aggregate mass of money was not diminished ; 
relative values were but slightly disturbed; uo inconvenience to in- 
ternational commerce was occasioned, nor loss to accumulated wealth. 

Why, sir, these changes suggested by policy or dictated by local 
necessity, have been made by nearly every European state. Austria, 
Germany, France, Holland, Belgium, and England from time to 
time have changed their standards to suit their convenience, some- 
times having gold and silver, at other times silver or gold as legal 
tender, and yet the discarded metal freely accepted by other nations 
and stamped by them as money has not depreciated in value. It is 
true that when Australia and California with each recurring year 
were pouring into the money marts of Europe and the United States 
one hundred and fifty millions of gold, some uneasiness was felt and 
apprehensions were expressed that gold was becoming too abundaut 
and would depreciate in value. It was said that for more than three 
centuries the production of silver has been threefold greater than gold; 
and now the production of gold is fivefold greater than silver. Yield- 
ing tothe alarm excited by these apprehensions, ana to guard against 
the supposed danger, Austria, Germany, and Belgium adopted the 
silver standard. But these apprehensions were groundless; there 
was ample room for the intruder. England, France, and the United 
States gladly received it. In less than twenty years more than two 
thousand millions of gold was added to the wealth and money of the 
world. Commerce and varied industries at once appropriated it and 
brought it into the service of mankind. } 

And who that lived in that period can forget its wonderful effect’ 
At once, as if by magic, men were prompted to new enterprises. 
Commerce was extended and reached to threefold its former propor- 
tions; great highways were constructed, mills and workshops were 
erected, the inventive genius of mankind was stimulated to greater 
efforts, great discoveries were made, idleness and poverty and wretch- 
edness were supplanted by industry and thrift and comfort. In fifteen 
years society made a greater advance than in a century preceding. 
It was the golden age—not of fable, but of living history. 

The chimera thus disenchanted was an apprehension of over-pt0- 
duction of gold. Now another rises before the morbid imagination 
of the timid, who see a superabundant supply of silver. They tell 
us that this useful servant, for thousands of years in the service of 
mankind, familiar to every people, and domiciled in every household, 


| the friend of the poor and the rich alike, and given of God to serve 
kind; it is to restore the silver dollar to the service of the world; | 


their wants, has passed the period of its usefulness and now must be 
thrown aside. 

Is this apprehension real? Are these doubts as to the future value of 
silver call founded? Let us look at the facts, and consider the su- 
ject, in the light of the very thorough investigations made by direction 





‘of the British House of Commons, and the Congress of the United 


proposes to check the advance in the value of gold, and to cheapen | States, deriving what aid we can from other sources. 
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Why. sir, we find that for many years Russia, Austria, and Italy, con- 
taining very nearly one-half the population of Europe, and the 
United States of America and Brazil, the foremost nations on this 
, nt, and other States have discarded the use of gold and silver 
_and supplied their place with exchequer bills, treasury 
notes, bank-notes, and other substitutes so often employed by im- 
poverished peoples. The cheaper money has driven the dearer from all 
the channels of circulation and converting it into merchandise has 
cent it where it will perform a useful function. ' 

Now, just at this time, when more than one-half the commercial 
world had disposed of its stock of the precious metals, the German 
states cemented into a single empire by the wonderful victories at 
Paris and Sedan, was confronted with the fact that each of its 
states and principalities had its separate mint and coinage and its 
separate banks and money of circulation. It was expedient to in- 


contipe 
as money 


¢roduce a single money of account, and reduce the variant and in | 
tr 


some degree discordant systemsto one. France was paying into the 
Imperial treasury the war indemnity of $1,000,000,000, and a favora- 
ble occasion was presented. 

At this time the production of silver had not reached its maximum, 
and to all appearances it was fixed forever as part of the money of 
wankind. It was used as money by every nation of Europe, except 
England, and rested secure under the sanction of their laws. An 
inspection of the tables prepared by Dr. Linderman, the Director of 
our Mint, will show that in 1871, when the empire declared its pur- 
nose to make the change, silver in its relation to gold was of greater 
value than as fixed by the United States or France, and they show 
that for several years preceding the relative values had changed 
but little. 

Unfortunately, for some years previous a class of men who wish to 
apply to the practical affairs of life the abstract doctrines of their 
political and economic philosophies had been advocating the adop- 
tion by all the nations of a common measure or unit of value, that 
would facilitate the reckoning of all kinds of money and furnish an 
international coinage. In their estimation the existence of the pound 
sterling, the dollar, the franc, the florin, and the mare was a reproach 
to the intelligence of the nineteenth century and presented an insur- 
mountable obstacle to the freedom of commerce and exchange. They 
came up fresh from the mints, and “ sicklied o’er with the pale cast of 
thought” from dusty closets. They laid siege to royal councils and 
stood in the lobbies of democratic Legislatures. They wrote and pub- 
lished; they clamored for recognition, and at last their efforts were 
crowned with success. They received recognition, and by authority 
were gathered in council. Learned essays were read ; first principles 
were stated with dogmatic force; abstractions were formulated into 
seeming practical wisdom; a unit was found; but, unfortunately, 
althongh it would measure one metal it would not measure both in 
the relations of value fixed by the different States. 

But to the doctrinaires this defect presented a trifling impedi- 
ment. They took another step forward and announced that a ver- 
fect system required the abandonment of one of the precious met- 
alsas money. They did not hesitate torecommend it. Listen to the 
sage opinion of one of their number, a servant of the United States, 
who, in an official report, speaking of an internationai coinage, says, 
and regretfully, that no substantial progress has been made in the 
direction of the assimilation of the coinages of the world; that the 
United States, Great Britain, France, and other states adhere to their 
money of account, and it is not probable that they will adopt any 
other. 

All, therefore,— 


Says he— 


that can be reasonably expected to result from the frequent discussions of this subject 
\ that gold will be universally adopted as the measure of value and money of commerce. 

I read from the report of Dr. Linderman, the Director of the Mint, 
of November 1, 1873; and I agree with the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Beck] that if we wish the silver coinage to be introduced into 
the service of the people of the United States it cannot be done with- 
out positive instructions from the Congress of the United States com- 
manding it to be done. 

Advanced to this point, they became the allies of another class, 
who believed that money was getting to be too abundant, who re- 
gretted to see its purchasing power diminished, and looked with 
alarm upon the reduction in values of fixed incomes. Their conjoint 
influence was thtown against silver, and its doom was pronounced. 
The decree went forth that from that time gold alone should be 
noney. 

What influence their counsels may have had on the German gov- 
‘roment we can only conjecture. The “ motives,” as stated in 1872, 
by the ministry, when the first coinage bill was proposed, were— 

PP inconvenience of the silver coin led of necessity to a very considerable circulation 
} paper means of payment, which in ordinary times are willingly taken as a welcome 
Jacility, butin critical times of awakening mistrust contein the germs of serous dan- 


= _ The artificial demand for paper means of payment created by the exclusive cir 
“ation of silver made it necessary in framing laws for banks to have regard to con- 


aderations which i i i , 
placed impediments dificult to surmount inthe way of a thorough 
Gnd rational regulation of the banking system through banking legislation common to 
ract from the ‘‘ Report of the British commission on the deprecia- 

page 18, 


But whatever “ motives ” may have controlled the government, the 
purpose to change the standard was announced as far back as 1871 


all Germany.- ‘Ext 
tion Of silver,” 
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and 1872. Measures were taken which were brought into efficient 
action in 1873. The silver coinage of the empire was supposed to 
be $300,000,000; it was believed that not more than $100,000,000 
would be required to furnish a subsidiary coinage to the German peo- 
ple, and that at least $200,000,000 would be sent out of the country 
to be exchanged for gold. ; 

Coincident in point of time with these measures, the shipments of 
silver to India, which had risen to huge proportions. received a tem- 
porary check, and it was announced and believed that mines of sil- 
ver of fabulous richness had been discovered in Nevada. 

Superadded to ali this, the United States of America, the greatest 
silver-producing country on the globe, although at the time with an 
exclusive paper currency, in 1573 demonetized silver, and this de- 
monetization was followed in 1875 by the act of Congress known as 
the resumption act, declaring the purpose of the United States to re- 
sume cash payments, and as silver no longer could be coined at her 
mints, the act by necessary implication requires resumption on a 
basis of gold. 

At the time of the passage of the act of 1873 the Government and 
people of the United States were in debt to an amount without a 
parallel in the history of any nation; they were without either sil- 
ver or gold, but looked to a time in the future when they would be 
able to return to coin payments, and of course well knew the coin 
must come either from their own mines or from abroad ; their mines 
of silver were the richest and most productive ever discovered. Under 
these circumstances, when, after the resolution of Congress adopted 
in 1875, to fix a day for actual resumption in gold, the people of the 
United States learned for the first time that silver was no longer 
money, when they were made acquainted with the fact that their own 
President, who signed the act of 1873, and many of their leading 
statesmen were in profound ignorance of the existence of such a law, 
they began to suspect that the success of the measure had been se- 
cured by fraudulent practices. The charge was openly made on the 
hustings and in legislative chambers. It has been met and denied. 

Mr. President, I am not prepared to believe that the eminent men 
who presented, and who voted for the coinage bill of 1873, were 
guilty of a conscious fraud, but I do believe them to have been the 
victims of the men of fixed incomes—the bondholders—and their 
allies the doctrinaires. The latter would sacrifice everything for 
the sake of uniformity—a common measure of value. They are the 





| ‘‘scientists,” the “experts,” the men of profound investigation whose 


advice we are now implored to follow. They are the men of ideas 
who would sacrifice the world and all its interests for the sake of the 
idea. 

The bondholders were flushed with their victory in 1869, by which 
“all conflicting questions and interpretations” of the act of 1862 had 
been settled; their bonds had been enormously increased in value; 
they wanted a greater increase. The country was agitated with the 
southern question. The minds of statesmen and people were occu- 
pied with the grave social problems to be solved. A favorable op- 
portunity was presented. The act of 1873 was brought forward; it 
was not considered; it was passed; it received the signature of a 
President, unconscious of its terms, and became a law. 

The act of 1875 wasits logical sequence. The “ fixed incomes” were 
to be enlarged; a demand tor gold must be created. Measures were 
taken to coerce the support of recalcitrant statesmen; caucuses 
were called, and the work was finished. America united with Ger- 
many in the war against her own great production. 

Since that time (1875) Germany and the United States, both, have 
been in the market buying gold. Germany has been selling her 
surplus silver, which no European state can buy, and for the reason 
that some of the states already have a supply adequate to their 
wants, and others, such as Italy, Austria, and Russia, are using paper 
currency exclusively. 

To add, however, to the perils to which silver was exposed, France, 
Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, and Greece, composing the Latin union, 
states devoted by policy, by tradition, and the habits of their people 
to the double standard of money, in order to guard against the sud- 
den irruption of the German silver and an equivalent loss of gold 
closed their mints to the unlimited coinage of silver. Silver seemed 
to be under the ban; it fell rapidly in value while gold stimulated 
by the demand from Germany and the United States advanced just 
in the ratio of the fall in silver. They were quoted as 15 tol, a 
greater difference than ever was known before. 

But the India demand, for the time diminished, again revived ; the 
mines in Nevada fell far short of expected production ; France and 
the other states of the Latin union firmly stood by their ancient 
coinage, and while guarding aguinst the German stock, reduced to 
much less than $100,000,000, resolutely refused to part with theirown 
stock. Silver recovered from the extreme limit of depression, and 
now the people of the United States, awakened to the importance of 
preserving one of their greatest productions, a production that equals 
one-fifteenth part of their entire exports, and aroused to a sense of 
the danger that threatens their industries from the destruction of 
one-half the world’s money ; made acquainted with the insidious and 
stealthy methods by which silver was stricken from their coinage, 
demand its complete restoration. 

They are aroused to this determined purpose by the gigantic pro- 
portions of their public debt, Federal, State, county, municipal, and 
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railroad, which, without estimating the vast amount of personal in- 

debtedness, exceeds five thousand millions of money, a sum equal to 

ilf the entire stock of gold and silver in the world, and not less 

he entire sum of gold and silver money. They believe that 

tization of silver by the commercial nations of the West 

imate demonetization by all the nations with whom 

mimercial relations, including India and Japan, and the 

n of that metal to a simple article of merchandise, like cop- 

ind of but little greater value than either. They are not 

to submit without a struggle to the destruction of this vast 

nulated wealth, the growth of all the ages. Nor can they, with- 

it the gloomiest forebodings, contemplate their own future over- 

shadowed by a mountain of debt, with gold alone to perform all the 
oflices of money. 

Mr. President, can we realize the unhappy fate of this country 
with gold the only standard in Europe and America, with money 
reduced to one-half its present volume, with all the nations strug- 
gling to get it and straggling with desperate energy to keep what 
they get ? 

All the efforts of statesn inship, ill the resources of politic al eeon- 
omy will be put forth in the battle for its possession. Irance has to- 
day but $600,000,000 of gold; Germany, $300,000,000; the British 
Isles, but $650,000,000. Has either more than is necessary to supply 
its wants? Will either relinquish any part of its stock without the 
most determined efforts tosave it? Everywhere met with a resolute 
purpose not to yield one dollar, except from absolute necessity, how 
hall we reach the goal of specie payments, which so many incon- 
siderate people expect to clutch at a single bound? Is it not fresh 
in our memories that, but a few years ago, when our Government of- 
fered to borrow by a sale of its bonds $21,000,000, and it was believed 
that the money would be transferred bodily from London to the United 
States,the directors of the Bank of England gave notice to the offi- 
cers of the Treasury of the United States that the great power of that 
institution would be arrayed against the proposed loan uniess they 
would give a pledge that the coin should not be removed and that it 
should be reinvested in bonds of the United States as they wer 
offered in the markets of London 


} 


lave we forgotten that when the 
claim for $15,500,000 to be paid under the Geneva award was matm 
ing, the banking and commercial classes of Great Britain, alarme 

it the prospect of losing a sum so inconsiderable in comparison with 
our present wants, induced the British government to interpose and 
by diplomatic arrangements secured the transfer of securities, and 
thereby avoided the transfer of the coin? Can we get it from Ger- 
many? She has not yet supplied her own wants, and the complete 
execention of her coinage and money system, begun in 1871, is delayed 
partly for the reason that she cannot exchange her silver for gold. Can 
we get it from France? Silver demonetized, she, as well as the other 
States of the Latin union, must increase her stores of gold to meet 
the wants of her own people. There is no other stock in Europe, and 
will Australia and our own mines come to our help? Their produc- 
tion does not more than keep pace with the advancing demands of 
commerce and the arts. 

But it is said we can wrest it from these unwilling nations by the 
sale of our breadstuffs and other productions necessary to their 
subsistence, and looking to speedy resumption on a gold basis, the 
Secretary of the Treasury calls attention to the gratifying fact that 
in the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1877, our exports exceeded our 
imports $166,539,000. But although he records yet he does not give 
prominence to the fact that in the same year our exports of gold and 
silver exceeded our imports of these metals $15,387,000. All this im- 
mense surplus of $166,000,000 added nothing to the wealth of the 
country. Every dollar was required to pay our debts abroad. Has 
the debt been diminished? Not at all. We still pay and with each 
returning year will have to pay more than $100,000,000 of tribute to 
the foreign bondholder. 

Look to the conditions under which we will maintain the unequal 
contest. Germany is not in debt. Her bankers and merchants hold 
our bonds to the amount of hundreds of millions, and every dollar 
taken from her vaults will be restored from the payments of interest. 
France is indebted to her own people and the management of her 
finances is purely a domestic operation. England collects annually 
from otber nations a sum twofold greater than the interest upon her 
funded debt. The United States begins with commerce crippled, in- 
dustries prostrated, artisans unemployed, want and wretchedness in 
thousands of homes, the spirit of her people crushed, taxed more 
than one hundred millions to balance each year’s accounts. Who can 
doubt the result? We will go to the wall, and resumption upon a 
stable basis will be postponed beyond this generation. 

But should we succeed in amassing three or four hundred millions 
of gold and throw it into the channels of circulation, how long will 
we be able to retain it and maintain resumption? Why, sir, the first 
failure in the crop of cotton or breadstuffs, the faintest indication in 
London of a financial storm, an advance by the Bank of England of 
the rate of interest, will cause a reflow of gold to Europe, a rush 
upon the Government or the banks for the redemption of greenbacks 
or national currency or whatever form of paper credit may be in use, 
and we will be thrown back into the clutches of the gold-gamblers 
of Wall street. We can adopt no surer method of binding our for- 
tunes to the fluctuating conditions of European politics. The study 


| 
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of the map of Europe and its varying changes will become an essay. 
tial work of the American statesman. The vast complications of the 
British colonial system, the future of India and of the Cape of Good 
Hope, the security of Gibraltar and Malta and of the English military 
outposts will become of vital importance to our finances and ; -. 
mercial operations; and if the spectral “ Dorking” shal! loom Up as 
a possible reality to the minds of the English people, and a vreat 
battle for the mastery of the world’s commerce shall be imminent. oy) 
money will be called to take part in the great struggle and Ameri. 
can industries will be hurled into utter ruin. We want no suc! 
tangling alliances.” 

It is said that these are imaginary dangers. Admit this to ly 
There still lies back of all this the fatal objection that the adop: 
of the single gold standard by Europe and America will vastly jy 
crease the value of gold. In my opinion, and I mean no disresyec; 
to those who differ from me, it is the sheerest nonsense to say thy 
the demonetization of silver will not, of necessity, increase the pyp. 
chasing powers of gold. This appreciation is seen already; jt- 
predicted by those who advocated a single standard; it was «« 
by some, and to-day is acknowledged by many. American | 
and capitalists alone dispute so self-evident a proposition. | 
declare that silver has depreciated in value and will continue to de- 
preciate, but that gold is stable and has not advanced and wil] ; 
advance. They point with satisfaction to tables showing the valy 
of silver in the London markets from yearto year. They tell us“ ) 
you not see that gold for one hundred years bas never varied ? 
pound sterling of the Georges is the pound sterling of tu-day. |] 
been and will continue to be of the same value. Gold is the yard-sti 
the measure of values, while silver is forever changing.” Whent 
that gold and silver are different in substance, different in qua 
ties, and therefore that the measure of one is not common to } 
and that the tables show only a relation, they continue to cry 
gold is invariable. They forget that as a commodity gold has 
fixe value; that Nature has not ordained a standard and mad 
absolute. 

The law regulates the yard-stick and the law prescribes 
standard. In London gold is the legal standard, and legal-tende 
money; and values, whether of silver, of cotton, or of wheat, tind 
ression in pounds, shillings, and pence of English gold. In Ni 
York greenbacks are legal tender and a legal standard, and gold the 
is quoted at one price and silver at another and wheat at anoth 
All are commodities and have commercial values, which tind expres 
sion in legal-tender money. In Germany, before 1871, with silver as 
the sole legal standard, gold was quoted, not silver; an.! for the rea 
son it was not legal money, but a commodity. No, sir; gold has 
preciated; its purchasing power has increase’. Silver has depre- 
ciated; its purchasing power has relatively diminished, and 
measure of the difference is the extent to which silver has bee: 
monetized. 

If there could be any doubt that an increase in the volume ot 
money duninishes its purchasing power and that the diminution ot 
that volume increases its purchasing power that doubt will easily be 
settled by looking back to the history of our own race, by referring 
tothe pages of the chronicler, that bring before our eyes the do- 
mestic and business life of the English people in the thirteenth aud 
fourteenth centuries. I have now within reach such a transcript, 
that gives the wages of the mechanic and day-laborer, the proiits of 
the farmer, the rentals of the landlord, the prices of wheat and rye, 
of horses and kine, and of every production of the farm; and in 
that day, before America had been discovered and begun to pour its 
flood of gold and silver into Europe, prices of every kind—of labor, 
of food, andof rents—were from one-eighth to one-twelfth of the prices 
of the present day; and I ask those who so earnestly plead for a re- 
duction of the quantity of money to read these instructive pages, to 
be found in Rogers’s Prices of Agriculture in England. 

Why, sir, we know that in the first half of this century in conse- 
quence of revolutions in the Spanish-American colonies and sub)se- 
quent misgovernment, their mines were neglected and the supply o! 
silver and gold demanded by the growing wants of Europe was no! 
forthcoming. The effect of this deficient supply was visible every- 
where. Professor Jevrons, a monometallist, and friend of a single gold 
standard, states that the purchasing power, or in other words, tle 
value of the precious metals from 1809 to 1848 increased 140 [er 
cent., while from the discovery of gold in California this purclas- 
ing power had diminished 15 per cent. whi . 

Mr. President, I believe that the Congress of the United States )y 
prompt and decided action can arrest the movements looking to te 
demonetization of silver and thereby prevent the consummation 0 
what I can but regard as a crime against humanity, the destruc tion 
of one half the money that belongs to mankind. One half this money 
destroyed, the production of the mines unequal to the task of keepi%s 
pace with the growing wants of increasing population, who can mea 
ure the wretchedness to follow ? : 

I can imagine no evil that can afflict society greater than 4 con 
tracted and constantly contracting currency. Better war, a 
pestilence, better famine! They come upon us and pass away. We 
bury our griefs which in a little while are forgotten. We repair our 
devastated homes and in a few days they become cheerful. Our wast 
places are restored, our fields are cultivated, and in a single gener 
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tion all recollection of our woes is gone. But a contracted and con- 
stantly contracting currency is continuing. it with 
ape ople. Unbidden it enters our homes and becomes our familiar. It 
dwarfs our capacities and paralyzes our efforts. It drives away com- 
fort and hope and leaves us only poverty and despair. 
Sir, we can arrest this movement. Our influence among the nations 
js commensurate with our great population, our vast commerce, and 
qdvanced civilization. That influence thrown now into the scale, 
will arrest the attention of the world; it will check the movement 





of Germany already brought to a halt; it will sustain the States of | 


the Latin union in their struggle so long maintained without sup- 
ort. Our action will compel all people to reconsider this question 
and count the cost of such gigantic destruction of wealth, and the 
meaus of creating wealth. We see even now that thoughtful men 
in Europe are beginning to forecast the future, and, appalled at 


the consequences of their blunder, beseech us in our endeavor to go | 


back to cash payments, not to throw away the silver dollar. 

Would any other nation throw it away? What would England do 
ifin the mountains of Scotland or Wales mines of silver should be 
found equalling in richness the mines of Nevada? What would be 
to-day the action of Germany with a production of $40,000,000 of 
silver annually from her own mountain ranges? Would they quietly 
vield all the advantages to be gained by such an acquisition of 
wealth? Would they blindly adopt the policies of angther state, 
and with lofty indifference turn aside from the riches given of God? 

Why, sir, every newspaper would ring, from day to day, the praises 
of silver. Every magazine would groan under the weight of articles 
denouncing its repudiation. All that statesmanship can accomplish 
would be done to sustain it. Conferences with other states would 
be demanded. Leagues and unions would be formed. Their mints 
would be at work day and night, and the world would be flooded 
with their money. 


Let us imitate this conduct, and should we fail to induce Germany | 


to return to the “ ancient ways,” let us remember that we can absorb 
all the silver that she can spare, and after making allowance for the 
demands of the arts all that our own mines can produce for twenty- 
five years. The production of other countries will not more than 
meet the wants of Europe and Asia. 

If we shall not do this, we deliberately destroy one of our greatest 
industries. Silver will be disowned; gold will become the only 
money, and our vast debt, doubled in value, will bring poverty and 
wretchedness to our homes and the homes of the generations to suc- 
ceed us. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MircHE.. in the chair.) The 
question is on the motion of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Mor- 
RILL] to refer the resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President,—— 

Mr. MERRIMON. Will the Senator from Indiana yield to a mo- 
tion to adjourn ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let me suggest to my friend from North Caro- 
lina to move an executive session. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Yes, let us have an executive session. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Then I change my suggestion and move that 
the Senate now go into executive session. 

The motlon was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After forty-six minutes spent in 
executive session, the doors were reopened and (at three o’clock and 
twenty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjotirned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonDAY, January 14, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. HaRRIsON. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

THOMAS A. NICHOLSON. 

The SPEAKER. On Friday, at the time of the adjournment, there 
Was before the House on the question of its passage the bill (H. R. 
No. 224) for the relief of Thomas A. Nicholson. The Chair is of 
opinion that That comes up this morning as unfinished business, in 
view of the fact that at the time of the adjournment the House was 
dividing and found itself without a quorum. The Chair therefore 
will now submit the question again on the passage of the bill. 

A division was asked for. 
ae ROBBINS. If I may be permitted I will make a brief expla- 

ion. 

The SPEAKER. The bill and report will be again read. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I observe from the reading of the 
report that this claim arises so far back as seventeen yearsago. Iask 
the gentleman from North Carolina to explain why it has not been 
paid before, , 

Mr. ROBBINS. I will simply state that this bill has been here for 
a long time, It has passed in two Congresses; on the last occasion 
hot in time to be signed by the President. It is for the refunding of 
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® tax to which the tobacco was not liable but which, under a misap- 





being stamped in accordance with law. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Is it a unanimous report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. ROBBINS. It is. There can be no doubt in regard to the pro- 
priety of the bill. I can vouch for it myself. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 120, no 1. 

So (further count not being demanded) the bill was passed. 

Mr. ROBBINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at twenty-four minutes 
past twelve o’clock. This being Monday, the first business in order 
is the call of States and Territories, commencing with the State of 
Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for refer- 
ence to appropriate committees. Under this call joint resolutions 
and memorials of State and territorial Legislatures are in order. 

Mr. CALKINS. I ask that by unanimous consent the call proceed 
until all {tse States and Territories are called. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

SECTION 2503 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. REED introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2162) amending the third 
paragraph of section 2503 of the Revised Statutes; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


SEAMEN DISCHARGED IN FOREIGN PORTS. 

Mr. REED also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2163) amending section 
4582 ofthe Revised Statutes relating to extra wages to seamen upon 
their discharge by mutual consent in foreign ports; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

RATES FOR PUBLIC ADVERTISING. 

Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2164) to fix the rate to be 
paid for public advertising ; which,was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 


RICHMOND AND DANVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2165) for the relief of 
the Richmond and Danville Railroad Company of the State of Vir- 
ginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2166) to provide for a 
commission on the subject of alcoholic liquor trafiic ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES H. FORRISTALL. 

Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (H. R. No. ) for the relief of 
Charles H. Forristall, late a private in Company IF, United States 
Sharpshooter Volunteers ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


») df; 


CHARLES H. BUGBEE. 

Mr. BLAIR also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2167) granting a pen- 
sion to Charles H. Bugbee, late a private in Company A, Third Ver- 
mont Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS. 

Mr. BLAIR also presented a joint resolution of the State of New 
Hampshire, approving a proposed amendment of the Constitution so 
as to prohibit the manufacture, sale, importation, exportation, and 
transportation of distilled alcoholic liquors except for medicinal, me- 
chanical, chemical, and scientific purposes and tor use in the arts. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask that the resolution of the Legislature of my 
State be printed in the REcorD. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary and ordered to be printed in the Recorp. 

The joint resolution is as follows: 

Whereas a joint reso!ution was introduced in the national House of Representa- 
tives during the second session of the Forty-fourth Congress, proposing an amend 
ment to the Constitution of the United States in regard to the manufacture, im- 
portation, and sale of intoxicating liquors within the United States, and which is 
as follows: 

“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer 
ica in Congress assembled, (two-thirds of each House concurring therein,) That the 
following amendment to the Constitution be, and hereby is, proposed to the States, 
to become valid when ratified by the Legislatures of tbree-tourths of the several 
States as provided in the Constitution 

“ARTICLE —. 

““SecTIon 1. From and after the year of our Lord 1900, the manufacture and sale 
of distilled alcoholic intoxicating liquors, or alcoholic liquors any part of which 
is obtained by distillation or process equivalent thereto, or any intoxicating liquors 
mixed or adulterated with ardent spirits, or with any poison whatever, except 
for medicinal, mechanical, chemical, and scientific purposes, and for use in the 
arts anywhere in the United States and the Territories thereof, shall cease ; and 
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the importation of such liquors from foreign states Se es ll countries to the United 
States and Territories, and the exportation of such liquors from and the transpor- 
tation thereof within and through any part of this country, except for the use and 
purposes aforesaid, shall be, and hereby are, forever thereafter prohibited. 

“Sec. 2. Nothing in this article shall be construed to waive or abridge any exist- 
ing power of Congress, nor the right, which is hereby recognized, of the people of 
any State or Territory to enact laws to prevent the increase and for the suppres 
sion or reg ulation of the manufacture, sale, and use of liquors, and the ingredients 
thereof, any partof which is alcoholic, intoxicating, or poisonous, within its own 
limits, and for the exclusion of such liquors and ingredients therefrom at any 
time. as well before as after the close of the year of our Lord 1906, but until then 
and until ten years after the ratification hereof, as provided in the next section, no 
State or Territory shall interfere with the transportation of said liquors or ingre- 
dient packages safely secured, over the usual lines of traflic to other States 








and Territories wherein the manufacture, sale, and use thereof for other purposes 
and use than those excepted in the first section shall be lawful: Provided, That 
the true destination of such packages be plainly marked thereon 

SI Should this article not be ratified by three-fourths of the States on or 
before the last day of December, 1#90, then the first section thereof shall take effect 
and be in force at the expiration of ten years from such ratilication ; and the assent 
of any State to this ale shall not be rescinded nor reversed 

Sec. 4. Congress shall enforce this article by all needful legislation 
Therefore 


Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives in general court conrened, 
That the mevement of introducing in Congress a resolution proposing an ame nd 
ment to the Constitution of the t nited States, so praiseworthy in its character 
and so important to the we ll-being of the people of the Republic, is heartily con- 
curred in by this body 


Resolved, That as a further expression of the approbation of the Legislature of 
New Ilampshire of the aforesaid movement, we ™ reby respectfully ask the hearty 
co-operation of our whole delegation in Congress in the support of this or some 
equally eflicient measure in the interest of te mperance and true reform in this 
country 

Re i, ae a copy of these resolutions be forwarded by the secretary of state 
to each of » New Hampshire delegation in Congress 


STATE OF NEW Hamrstiire, SECRETARY ee 
Concord, October 5, 1877. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original re salad 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my official signature and 
aflixed the seal of the State 

[SEA A. B. THOMPSON 

Secretary of the State 

Mr. BLAIR also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 73) for the 
amendment of the Constitution so as to prohibit the manufacture, 
sale, importation, exportation, and transportation of distilled alco- 
holic liquors, except for medicinal, mechanical, chemical, and scien- 
tific purposes, and for use in the arts; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

R. W. GIBBES. 

Mr. BRIGGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2168) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of R. Gibbes ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

HELEN E. NELSON. 

Mr. BRIGGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2169) granting a pen- 
sion to Helen E. Nelson; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CATHERINE GEMMILL. 

Mr. BRIGGS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2170) granting a pen- 
sion to Catherine Gemmill and children; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


TAX ON MALT LIQUORS, MATCHES, ETC. 


Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2171) amending the 
revenue laws, increasing the special tax on wholesale liquor dealers 
and dealers in malt liquors, increasing tax on distilled liquors and 
repealing all laws imposing a tax on friction matches, and also re- 
pealing the law requiring a stamp-tax on bank checks and drafts; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

DE FAUST DOTY. 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2172) granting a pension 
to De Faust Doty, of Tinmouth, Vermont, late a private in 
Company, Regiment, Vermont Infantry; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

EDWIN F. LEWIS. 

JOYCE o introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2173) granting a pen- 
son’ to Edwin F. Lewis, late acting second assistant engineer, United 
States Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES B. ROYC 


Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2174) granting an in- 
crease of pension to James B. Royc, late a private in Company I, 
Seventh Vermont Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. PARKER. 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2175) for the relief of 
William H. Parker, late a private of Company F, Second New York 
Cavalry ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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MATTIE M’TAGGART. 


Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2176) granting ay ‘ 
crease of pension to Mattie McTaggart, widow of the late Firat 
Lieutenant McTaggart, Seventeenth United States Infantry; whic} 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Inya. 
lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ISSUE OF oe 

Mr. LORING introduced a bill (H. No. 2177) authorizing the 
issue of a patent to John Reynolds ; whic s was read a first and secon) 
time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered ty) 
printed. 


" 


JULIA E. SEELYE. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. Ny 
2172) for the relief of Julia E. Seelye, postmistress at Great oa ac 
ton, Massachusetts, for stamps stolen from her office ; which was 1; ad 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and or 
dered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2179) for the relief of Julia E 
Seelye, for post-office funds stolen from her office while she was post 
mistress at Great Barrington, Massachusetts; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ord ered 
to be printed. 

E. W. BLACKINTON,. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of M: wae husetts, also introduced a bill (H.R. No 
2120) for the relief of E. W. Blackinton, pastmaster at Blackinton 
Massachusetts ; which was a a first and second time, referred to thy 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES TIBAULT AND OTHERS. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2181 fo 
the relief of James Tibault and others; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to ly 
printed. 

WILLIAM RUTHERFORD. 


Mr. BALLOU introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2182) for the relief of 
William Rutherford, of Washington ; which was read a first and se 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to | 
printed. 

FE. O'M. CONDON. 


Mr. LANDERS presented resolutions of the Legislature of th: 
State of Connecticut ; which were referred to the Committee on For 
eign Affairs, and, by unanimous consent, ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


General Assembly, May session, A. D. 1877.—House joint resolution, No. 18, (1% 
concerning E. O'M. Condon 

Whereas E. O'M. Condon, a captain in the late Union Army, is incarcerated ir 
England under sentence for felony, in having conspired to liberate certain Fi 
nian prisoners; and 

Whereas further, it is alleged that said Condon is guiltless of the crime cl 
against him, and upon a new trial would be able to establish beyond questien t! 
talsity thereof: Therefore, 

Resolved by this assembly. That the United States Government be, and they 
hereby are, requested to cause an investigation to be made in the premises, and 
take such further measures as may secure to said Condon an opportunity for 
complete exoneration from the alleged crimes by a speedy, fair, and in 
trial. 

And be it further resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded by the secre 
tary of state to the Secretary of State of the United States, and also to each of th 
Senators and Representatives in Congress trom this State. 

Approved June 2x, 1877. 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATI 
STATE oF CONNECTICUT, 88: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of record in this office 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto - my band and affixed the seal of said 
State, at Hartford, this 10th day of July, A. D. 1877. 

[L. 8.) M. H. SANGER 

Secretary of Stat 

Mr. LANDERS also introduced a resolution asking for investiga: 
tion in the case of E. O’M. Condon; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

WOMAN FRANCHISE. 

Mr. PHELPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2183) to protect woman's 
franchise ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

LABORERS IN NAVY-YARDS. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2184) for the pay- 
ment of wages due mechanics and laborers at the Brooklyn and othe 
navy-¥! ards for work done in the first half of 1877 : which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COOLIE IMMIGRATION. 

Mr. EICKHOFF introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 74) in 
relation to immigration of coolie laborers; which was read a 1! 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, a 
ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 
Mr. EICKHOFF also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2185) to amend 
section 3896 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws, 
and ordered to be printed. 
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EDMOND T. RYAN. 

Mr. VEEDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2186) for the relief of 
Edmond T. Ryan, late of the Fifteenth United States Infantry; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CAPTAIN BENJAMIN GLEADELL. 

Mr. COX, of New York, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
=;) presenting the thanks of Congress to Captain Benjamin Glea- 
dell, of the British steamer Celtic; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SARAH ELLEN CADY. 

Mr. COX, of New York, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2187) for the relief of Sarah Ellen Cady ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CATHARINE A. TALBURTT. 


Mr. COX, of New York, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2188) for the relief of Catharine A. Talburtt, administratrix of 
George W. Talburtt, deceased ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CHARLES HEITMULLER. 

Mr. COX, of New York, also (by request) intreduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2189) for the relief of Charles Heitmuller, of the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN HOFFMAN SMITH. 

Mr. COX, of New York, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 2190) for the relief of John Hoffman Smith ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

G. R. WELFORD MARSHALL. 

Mr. CUX, of New York, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2191) for the relief of G. R. Welford Marshall, administrator of 
John P. Waring, deceased ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SUSAN E. WILLARD. 
Mr. QUINN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2192) for the relief of Susan 
E. Willard; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES B. PHILLIPS. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2193) for 
the relief of Charles B. Phillips; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SWISS GENERAL, ETC., SOCIETY. 

Mr. WOOD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2194) to incorporate the 
Swiss General Mutual and Benevolent Society ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia, and ordered to be printed. 

JACOB A. CONOVER. 

Mr. McCOOK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2195) for the relief of 
Jacob A. Conover; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT TO REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. McCOOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2196) to amend sec- 
tion 1227 of the Revised Statutes ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REMOVAL OF TAX ON DEPOSITS. 


Mr. HART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2197) for the removal of the 
tax upon deposits with State and national banks, savings institu- 
tions, trust companies, or persons engaged in the business of bank- 
ing; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


TRANSPORTATION OF DUTIABLE GOODS. 


Mr. JAMES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2198) to amend the stat- 
utes in relation to immediate transportation of dutiable goods; 
Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


NICHOLAS BUSH. 

_Mr. BAGLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2199) for the relief of 
Nicholas Bush, of Redwood, New York; which was read a first and 
a referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 

nted. 


WILLIAM J. PIPER. 


of William J. Piper, of Frankfort, New York; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 





Mr. BAGLEY also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2200) for the relief 
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WILLIAM B. FOSTER. 

Mr. KETCHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2201) for the relief of 
William B. Foster, late a private in Company H, Eighty-first New 
York \V olunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ELLEN 8S. HARDING AND MARY LONG. 

Mr. KETCHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2202) for the relief 
of Ellen 8. Harding and Mary Long; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MARY ANN HART. 

Mr. KETCHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2208) granting a 
pension to Mary Ann Hart, widow of Peter Hart, late a fireman in 
the United States Navy; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGES. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2204) to 
amend chapter 6, title 13, of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, to provide for the appointment of associate cireuit judges for 
the second judicial cireuit; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 





SONE & FLEMING MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2205) 
for the relief of the Sone & Fleming Manufacturing Company, (lim- 
ited,) of the city of New York; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

TRANSPORTATION OF 

Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2206) relative 
to the transportation of animals; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be 
printed, 


ANIMALS. 


SURVEY OF WOODBRIDGE CREEK, NEW JERSEY. 

Mr. ROSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2207) to provide for a sur- 
vey of Woodbridge Creek, Middlesex County, New Jersey; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

STATE MILITIA FORCE. 

Mr. ROSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2208) for the encouragement 
of a militia force in the several States and Territories; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Militia, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LOUIS C. TIEDEMANN. 


Mr. CUTLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2209) for the relief of 
Louis C. Tiedemann; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING, TRENTON, NEW JERSEY. 

Mr. PUGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2210) to appropriate money 
for completing the United States buildings at Trenton, New Jersey ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

ISABELLE R. M’GUNNIGLE. 

Mr. PUGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2211) for the relief of 
Isabelle R. McGunnigle; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PRIZE-MONEY, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. BAYNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2212) to provide for ad- 
justing and paying claims for prize-money due to certain citizens of 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SUSQUEHANNA CANAL. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2213) for 
the relief of the Susquehanna Canal and the Tide-Water Canal Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

COLUMBIA NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, also introdaced a bill (H. R. No. 2214) 
for the relief of the Columbia National Bank of Pennsylvania; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ALBERT ©. MILLER. 

Mr. OVERTON introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2215) granting a pen- 
sion to Albert O. Miller, late a seaman in the United States Navy; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

RANK OF CIVIL ENGINEERS, UNITED STATES NAVY. 

Mr. HARMER introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2216) fixing the rank of 
the civil engineers in the United States Navy ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
| ordered to be printed. 
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J. W. FRAZER. 
Mr. HARMER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2217) for the relief 
of J. W. Frazer; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. ERRETT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2218) for the relief of 
certain citizens of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Comunittee on Commerce, and 
orJered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF TENURE-OF-OFFICE ACT. 

Mr. STENGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2219) to repeal the sec- 
tion of the Revised Statutes of the United States regulating the ten- 
ure of certain civil officers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CUMBERLAND VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY. 
Mr. STENGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2220) to provide 


for the adjustment of certain internal-revenue taxes erroneously as- 
sessed and collected from the Cumberland Valley Railroad ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

H. S. DIMM. 

Mr. STENGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2221) to increase 
the pension of H. 8S. Dimm; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

STEWART PEARCE. 

Mr. WRIGHT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2222) to refund to Stew- 
arf Pearce, late postmaster at Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, moneys 
paid by him into the Treasury of the United States for which he re- 
ceived no value; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


W. G. BARNARD. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2223) tor the relief of W.G. Barnard; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SARAH B. F. MAYS. 

Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2224) for the relief of 
Sarah b. I’. Mays, widow of Isaac Mays, late a captain in the United 
—— Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 

ommittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
SAINT THOMAS MANOR, MARYLAND. 

Mr. HENKLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2225) for the relief 
of the corporation of Roman Catholic clergymen of Maryland; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH TRIMBLE. 

Mr. HENKLE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2227) 
for the relief of Joseph Trimble; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HENRY STELLS. . 

Mr. HENKLE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2228 
for the relief of Henry Stells, of the District of Columbia; which 
was read a first and second time, referrgd to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY J. M’NAMEE. 

Mr. WALSH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2229) for the relief of 
Henry J. McNamee, of Alleghany County, Maryland; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

STEPHEN H. MYERS. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2230) for the relief 
of Stephen H. Myers, of Somerset County, New Jersey; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


LEWIS ROTHERMEL. 

Mr. WALSH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2231) for the relief of 
Lewis Rothermel, of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES E. MONTELL. 

Mr. SWANN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2232) for the relief of 

James E. Montell, of Baltimore, Maryland; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 


SITE FOR DRY-DOCK IN BALTIMORE. 
Mr. SWANN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2233) granting a site 
for a dry-dock in the city of Baltimore, upon certain conditions ; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


J ANUARY 14. 


JOHN GUTHRIE, 

Mr. CABELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2234) granting a pensior 
to John Guthrie, of Halifax County, Virginia, a soldier of the War o 
1212; which was read a first and second time, referred to the (i. 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed, - 

HENRY A. BUTLER. 
Mr. CABELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 99- 


for the relief of Henry A. Butler; which was read a first and sec, 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to \, 
printed. 


OTHO HENSON, 
Mr. CABELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 29% 
for the relief of Otho Henson, of the District of Columbia; whic) 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


5. M. GOLDEN. 


Mr. CABELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 9937 
for the relief of 8. M. Golden, of the District of Columbia; whic), 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Wy; 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES C. BROOKS. 
Mr. CABELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2938 
for the relief of James C. Brooks, of the District of Columbia; whic) 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT T. PERKINS. 
Mr. CABELL also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2239 
for the relief of Robert T. Perkins, of the District of Columbia ; whic! 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Wa; 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF NAVY LAWS. 


Mr. KIMMEL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2240) to amend sections 
1417, 1418, 1419, 1420, and 1624 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States relating to the Navy; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2241) to provide for th 
payment of interest to petty officers and others of the Navy upor 
their pay retained to their credit on the books of pay officers of 
the Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred to thi 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM T. MALSTER. 


Mr. KIMMEL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2242) for the 
relief of William T. Malster, of Baltimore, Maryland; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Nava 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ACCOUNTS BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND CITY OF BALTIMORE. 

Mr. KIMMEL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2243) to provide 
for the recomputation of the accounts between the United Statesand 
the city of Baltimore, growing out of the moneys expended by said 
city for the use and benefit of the United States during the war ot 
1812 with Great Britain; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FORD, MORMAN & CO. 

Mr. TUCKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2244) for the relief of 
Ford, Morman & Co., of Lynchburgh, Virginia, by refunding the 
proceeds of the sale of certain tobacco seized and sold by the Gov- 
ernment ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

NANCY B. KING. 

Mr. TUCKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2245) for the reliet 
of Nancy B. King; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CIVIL SERVICE OF THE PATENT OFFICE. 

Mr. DOUGLAS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2246) to improve the 
civil service of the Patent Office; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MARY L. NULTON. 

Mr. HUNTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2247) for the relief or 
Mary L. Nulton, executrix of James Bowles; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, an¢ 
ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF WILLIAM WARD. 

Mr. GOODE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2248) authorizing payment 
to the heirs of William Ward, late of Norfolk, Virginia, on account 
of supplies furnished the United States Navy, by said Ward; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

W. P. MORAN. 

Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2249) for the _ 
of W. P. Moran, late disbursing clerk and superintendent of the 
Navy Department building ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
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C. W. C. DUNNINGTON. 
Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2250) for the relief 
Brg sh W. C. Dunnington; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2251) 

to amend sections 102 and 104 of the Revised Statutes, and to restore 

toeither House of Congress the power to punish for contempt; which 

was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT T. FAWCETT & CO. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2252) 
for the relief of Robert T. Fawcett & Co., of North Carolina; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM T. BLACKWELL & CO. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
9953) for the relief of William T. Blackwell & Co., of North Carolina; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

W. A. CALDWELL. 


Mr. SCALES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2254) for the relief of W. 


A. Caldwell, of Greensborough, North Carolina, for rent of lot to the | 


Government for Army purposes, under contract since the cessation of 
hostilities between the States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 
LUCINDA TRIMBLE, ADMINISTRATRIX. 
Mr. ROBBINS (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. ) for 
the relief of Lucinda Trimble, administratrix of William Trimble, 


oor 


oreue) 


deceased; which was read a first and second time, referred to the | 


Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
HENRY A. BUTLER. 


Mr. ROBBINS also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2256) 
for the relief of Henry A. Butler; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Cc. F. F. ROSENTHAL. 

Mr. ROBBINS also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2257) 
for the relief of C. F. F. Rosenthal, of the District of Columbia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL LUCAS, 

Mr. VANCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2258) granting an increase 
of pension to Daniel Lucas, late of Company E, Third United States 
Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


: RIGHTS OF PATENTEES. 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2259) to save the rights 
of patentees under section 4916 of the Revised Statutes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, 
and ordered to be printed. 

OCONEE RIVER, GEORGIA. 

Mr. COOK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2260) appropriating money 
for the improvement of Oconee River, in the State of Georgia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


OCKMULGEE RIVER, GEORGIA. 

Mr. COOK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2261) appropriating 
money for the improvement of the Ockmulgee River, in the State of 
Georgia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2262) to promote 
the administration of justice in the District of Columbia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
cary, and ordered to be printed. 

SOLOMON COHEN. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2263) for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Solomon Cohen, late postmas- 
ter at Savannah, Georgia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM B. GAULDEN. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2264) to 
allow the administration of the estate of William B. Gaulden to file 
aclaim before the southern claims commission; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and | 


ordered to be printed. 


WALTER T. HOLLINGSWORTH. 
Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2265) for the relief of 
alter T. Hollingsworth, of Macon, Georgia; which was read a first 
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and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
OCKMULGEE RIVER, GEORGIA. 

Mr. BLOUNT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2266) to appropriate 
money for improving the navigation of the Ockmulgee River, Georgia; 
which was read a first and second time. referred to the Committee or 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. , 

OCONEE RIVER, GEORGIA. 

Mr. BLOUNT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. )to appropriate 
money for improving the navigation of the Oconee River, Georgia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
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ST. CLAIR DEARING. 
Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2268) for the 
relief of St. Clair Dearing ; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


FRANCIS TRAMMELL. 

Mr. FELTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2269) granting a pension 
to Francis Trammell; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVIGATION OF RIVERS IN GEORGIA. 

Mr. FELTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2270) appropriating 
money for the improvement of the navigation of the Oostanaula and 
Coosawattie Rivers, in Georgia, and a bill (H. R. No. 2271) toimprove 
the Etowah River in connection with the Coosa River, in Georgia 
and Alabama; which were respectively read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


LANDS FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES. 


Mr. JONES, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2) granting 
lands to township &, range 3east, and townships 18, 19, and 20, range 
4 east, in the State of Alabama, for the use of schools; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Education 
and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 
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HENRY C. BALDWIN. 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2273) for 
the relief of Henry C. Baldwin, of Mobile, Alabama; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 4) to 
cede to the States of Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ar- 
kansas, Missouri, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, 
Nebraska, Nevada, Colorado, California, and Oregon the public lands 
(except fortifications, navy and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and 
other public buildings) within their respective limits, upon certain 
conditions therein named ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Pub‘ie Lands. 
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RICHARD APPLING AND OTHERS. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2275) 
to refer the cases of Richard Appling, a citizen of Tuscaloosa County, 
Alabama, and John Brown, John H. Williams, Elizabeth Stovall, and 
J. H. Hays, of Walker County, Alabama, to the commission of 
southern claims for examination and report; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN JOHNSTON. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2276) 
granting a pension to John Johnston, a soldier of the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SOPHIA TURNER. 

Mr. MULDROW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2277) granting a pen- 
sion to Sophia Turner, of Lee County, Mississippi; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS, OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. MANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2278) to provide for 
the erection of a public building at Oxford, Mississippi, for use as a 
post-office, United States court and for United States internal-rev- 
enue officials, and for other Government purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS B. HARRIS. 

Mr. ELLIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2279) for the relief of 
Thomas B. Harris, of New Orleans, Louisiana; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE BALDY. 


Mr. LEONARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2280) for the relief of 
George Baldy; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
( the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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ROBERT DAVIDSON. 
Mr. GARDNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2281) for the relief of 
Robert Davidson: which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PERMANENT AND INDEFINITE APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. FOSTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2282) to repeal certain 
kections of the Revised Statutes and other laws relating to perma- 
nent annual and indefinite appropriations; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


COMPLETION OF WASHINGTON MONUMENT, 


Mr. FOSTER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 76) to 
enable the joint commission to carry into effect the act of Congress 
providing for the completion of the Washington Monument; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLEMENT WITH CERTAIN POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2283) to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to make final settlement with the Pottawa- 
tomie Indians of Michigan and Indiana, under treaty stipulations 
existing with them ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DAVID W. STOCKSTILL. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2284) for the 
relief of David W. Stockstill, of Sidney, Ohio ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. ” 

PATRICK SULLIVAN. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2285) granting 
an increased pension to Patrick Sullivan, late of Company K, Eighty- 
second Illinois Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SALE 


OF ORDNANCE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Mr. BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2286) authorizing the 
Secretary of War to sell certain ordnance establishments ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


BIDS FOR CONTRACTS UNDER WAR DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2287) to authorize 
the Secretary of War to prescribe rules and regulations to be observed 
in the preparation, submission, and opening of bids for contracts un- 
der the War Department ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 

LIEUTENANT HENRY METCALFE. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) au- 
thorizing First Lieutenant Henry Metcalfe, of the Ordnance Depart- 
ment United States Army, to accept a decoration from the Sultan of 
Turkey ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES M’CARTHY. 

Mr. MCMAHON introduced a bill (H. R. No. ) granting a pen- 
sion to Charles McCarthy, Company E, Sixth California Volunteers ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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MRS. MARY L. MAXWELL. 

Mr. MCMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2289) granting a 
pension to Mrs. Mary L. Maxwell, widow of William C. Maxwell, 
Company D, Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL WILSON. 

Mr. MCMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2290) granting a 
pension to Samuel Wilson, Company F, One hundred and sixteenth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, 

THOMAS W. COLLIER. 

Mr. SOUTHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2291) for the relief of 
Thomas W. Collier; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PORTSMOUTH, OHIO, A PORT OF DELIVERY. 

Mr. NEAL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2292) to constitute the city 
of Portsmouth, in the State of Ohio, a port of delivery; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL MITCHELL AND MARY FULLER. 


Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2293) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension-roll the names 
of Daniel Mitchell and Mary Fuller; which was read a first and sec- 
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ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordey 
to be printed. vo 


WILLIAM 8S. MASSIE. 

Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2294) to authorize + 
Secretary of War to place upon the pension-roll the name of W Ni - 
S. Massie, of Company H, Ninth Regiment West Virginia Voly,..- 
Infantry; which was read a first and second time, referred to _ 
Committeee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 

LEVI I. FREIL. 

Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2295) to autho; 
Secretary of the Interior to place upon the peusion-roll the nat ‘ 
Levi I. Freil, late private Company K, Seventy-seventh Regine: 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second tit ; 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered oe 
printed. 

JOHN WARD. 


Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2296) to authorize ; é 
Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension-roll the namo o 
John Ward, late seargent of Company K, Second Regiment Wo« 
Virginia Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and second tiny 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to | 
printed. 

MARY BLOWERS. 

Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. ) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension-roll the name , 
Mary Blowers; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GALLIPOLIS A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2298) to constitute + 
city of Gallipolis, in the State of Ohio, a port of delivery ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerc 
and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES B. SWEETLAND. 

Mr. VAN VORHES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2299) granting g 
pension to Charles B. Sweetland, late second lieutenant of Company 
K, Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL SOLDIERS AND SAILORS’ REUNION, OHIO. 

Mr. VAN VORHES also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No, 
78) granting the use of artillery, tents, &c., at the National Soldiers 
and Sailors’ Reunion to be held at Marietta, Ohio; which was reail a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and ordered to be printed. 

ALBERT V. CONWAY. 

Mr. KNOTT (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2300) author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Albert V. Conway, s 
stituted trustee for certain registered United States bonds, redeemed 
by the Government on forged assignments; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, aud 
ordered to be printed. 

JURORS IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2301) fixing the com- 
pensation of jurors serving in the district and circuit courts of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice, aud 
ordered to be printed. 
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A. C. MEADOWS. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2302) for the bene- 
fit of A. C. Meadows, of Russell County, Kentucky; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ADAM CULLIP. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2303) for the benett 
of Adam Cullip, of Pulaski County, Kentucky ; which was read a iin 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordere¢ 
to be printed. 

PRIOR LUTTRELL. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2304) for the benett 
of Prior Luttrell, of Company F of the Seventh Regiment of hev- 
tucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the ( 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

COMPANY F, THIRTY-NINTH REGIMENT KENTUCKY INFANTRY. — 

Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2305) for the relief of 
certain soldiers of Company F,Thirty-ninth Regiment Kentu ky 
Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be priuted. 

MILLEY ANDERSON. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2 
sion to Milley Anderson, widow of David Anderson, @ soldier of ™ 
late civil war; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
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MOSES LORD. 
Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2307) for the relief 
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Moses Lord, late a private of Company B, Twelfth Regiment of | 
K -eneky Infantry Volunteers; which was read a first and second | 
an referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be | 


time, 


pri t d. 





UNIFORM CANCELING-INK. | 








Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill ( H. R. No. 2308 ) authorizing the | 
Postmaster-General to adopt a uniform canceling-ink ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Oflice and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM K. GOODMAN. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2309) for the relief 
of William’ K. Goodman, late ® private of Company -. 2 hirty-ninth 
Regiment of Kentucky Infantry \ olunteers ; which was reac a first | 
und second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordé red to be printed. 

HEIRS OF DAVID VAUGHAN, 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2310) for the relief of 
the heirs of David Vaughan, deceased; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 










OWEN M’NABB. 

Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2311) for the relief 
of Owen MeNabb, of Campbell County, Kentucky ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 










A. L. SHOTWELL. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2312) for the 
relief of A. L. Shotwell, of Jefferson County, Kentucky ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 








CONTRACTS IN VIOLATION OF LAW. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2313) to provide 
that all parties making contracts or agreements in violation of law 
whereby money may be drawn from the Treasury of the United States 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, &c.; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 











THORNTON A. JENKINS. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
9314) for the relief of Thornton A. Jenkins, Rear-Admiral United 
States Navy, on the retired list; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 7 i e 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2315) for the relief of Thornton 
A. Jenkins; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PEREZ DICKINSON. 

Mr. THORNBURGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2316) for the relief 
of Perez Dickinson, the surviving partner of James Cowan, deceased, 
heretofore doing business under the firm-name and style of Cowan & 
Dickinson, of Knoxville, East Tennessee ; which was read a firstand 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


D. W. KNIGHT. 

Mr. HOUSE (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2317) for the 
relief of D. W. Knight, of Cheatham County, Tennessee ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

M’MINNVILLE AND MANCHESTER RAILWAY. 

Mr. DIBRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2318) directing the 
Quartermaster-General to settle with the McMinnville and Manches- 
ter Railroad Company; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 









DISTRICT JUDGE, WESTERN TENNESSEE. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2319) to provide for the 
appointment of a district judge fer the western district of Tennessee; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 








B. COLEMAN. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2320) for the relief of 
Benjamin Coleman, of Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ANDREW A. GOODING. 

Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2321) granting 
& Andrew A. Gooding, of Fentress County, Tennessee; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 

tusions, and ordered to be printed. 


a pension 








WILLIAM H. TURLEY. 
On nae ELL, of Tennessee, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2322) for 
= relief of William H. Turley in the case of the illegal seizure of 
fi aa T. D. Hime; which was read a first and second time, re- 
erred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CALDW 






| paid on certain imported articles, &e. ; 


| of John C. Birdsall; which was read a first and second time, referred 


| and ordered to be printed. 


| tories of 


> 
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NOTRE DAMI 

Mr. CALKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2323) refunding to the 
University of Notre Dame, of Saint Joseph County, in the State of 
Indiana, the sum of $2,334.07,in gold coin, that being the amount 
which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


UNIVERSITY. 


JOHN C. BIRDSALL. 
Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2324) for the relief 


to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


MICHIGAN CITY, 

Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2325) making an 
appropriation for the harbor of Michigan City, Indiana; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


INDIANA. 


AMENDMENT OF THE STATUTES. 

Mr. HANNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2326) to amend section 
1225 of the Statutes of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. ‘ 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. HANNA also presented a joint resolution of the State of In- 
diana, requesting the repeal of the national bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LANDS GRANTED TO RAILROADS. 

Mr. FULLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2327) to declare forfeited 
and restore to the public domain certain lands heretofore granted to 
and held by railroad companies ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. 

Mr. BROWNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2328) to punish ‘certain 
crimes relating to the coins of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

FREELAND HASTON, 

Mr. BICKNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2329) authorizing and 
directing the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of Freeland 
Haston on the pension-rolls; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

INDEBTEDNESS IN THE TERRITORIES. 

Mr. FORT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2330) to forbid the Terri- 
the United States and the counties, cities, and towns 
therein to increase indebtedness in aid of railroad companies or other 
private corporations; which was read a first and secoad time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

INSANE SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 

Mr. FQRT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2331) granting a pension 
to soldiers and sailors who become insane while in the United States 
service or after their honorable discharge; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Comnfittee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS. 

Mr. FORT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. ) to reduce the ex- 
pense of collecting customs; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Expenditures, and ordered to 
be printed. 
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W. L. COURTNEY. 

Mr. BOYD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2333) for the relief of Cap- 
tain W. L. Courtney, of the Twenty-fifth United States Infantry, for 
loss sustained by fire at Fort Stockton, Texas, on the night of the 
17th of November, 1872; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES F. WILSON. 

Mr. BOYD ‘also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2334) for the relief of 
James F’. Wilson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


PASSENGER VESSELS. 
Mr. BRENTANO introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2: 
e 





335) to amend title 
48 of the Revised Statutes and to prevent the overloading of vessels 
carrying freight and passengers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 
ALEXANDER ANDERSON. 

Mr. BRENTANO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2336) for the relief 
of Alexander Anderson, late first lieutenant Fourteenth New York 
Volunteer Cavalry ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES T. DODSON. 
Mr. KNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2337) for the relief of 


316 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





——— 


James T’. Dodson, late of Company C, One hundred and twenty-sec- 


ond Illinois Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2338) to 


provide forthe payment in money of the indemnity claimed for swamp | 
Vhite County, lilinois; which was read a | 


and overtiowed lands in 
and time, referred 


ordered to be printed, 


first second 


to the Committee of Claims, and 


ADOLPH MUELLER. 


Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2339) for the relief of | 
which was read a first | 


Adolph Mueller, of Madison County, Illinois ; 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM E. GERE. 

Mr. MORRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2340) for the relief 
of William E. Gere, of Madison County, Illinois; which was read a 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL BROWNING. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2341) for the relief of 
Samuel Browning, of Chicago, Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed, 

REDEMPTION OF REAL ESTATE. 

Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2342) to provide 
for the redemption of real estate under judgments and decrees in the 
courts of the United States; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

PASSENGER VESSELS. 

Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2343) to amend 
sections 4147 and 4149 of title 48 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, to prevent the overloading of vessels carrying freight 
and passengers ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HARTZELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2344) to 
provide for the conveyance of the low grounds in the city of Wash- 
ington, under the provisions of the act of Congress approved May 7, 
i822 ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. HARTZELL (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2345) to amend section 4898 of the Revised Statutes ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM D. COWAN. 

Mr. SPRINGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2346) granting a pen- 
sion to William D. Cowan; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MAJOR NICHOLAS VEDDER. 


Mr. SPRINGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2347) for the re- 
lief of Major Nicholas Vedder, paymaster United States Army ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY E. OWEN. 


Mr. SPRINGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2348) granting a 
pension to Mary E. Owen; which was read a first and second time, 
referréd to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. . 

MARY SPINDLE. 

Mr. SPRINGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2349) granting a 
pension to Mary Spindle; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MORRIS C. SEAMAN. 


Mr. SPRINGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2350) for the relief 
of Morris C, Seaman, late private in Company E, Eighty-fifth Dlinois 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY W. HIGLEY. 

Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2351) granting a pen- 
sion to Henry W. Higley, of Lena, Illinois; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


SUBTREASURY, CHICAGO. 

Mr. BURCHARD also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 79) 
authorizing the employment of an assistant bookkeeper and clerk in 
the subtreasury at Chicago, Illinois; whichgvas read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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CATHARINE L. CHANEY. 

Mr. METCALFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2352) granting & per 
sion to Catharine L. Chaney; which was read a first and second o 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered ¢, 
printed. 

JAMES A. PRICE. 

Mr. FRANKLIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2353) for the relis 
James A. Price, late a second lieutenant and recruiting officer ¢;, 
teenth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers; which was read a first and «.. 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ords ; 
to be printed. 


PROTECTION OF ATTORNEYS, ETC. 

Mr, GLOVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2354) to provide for ¢), 
protection of attorneys doing business before the Patent Ofice . 
other bureaus and Departments of the Government; which was pos, 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Jud 
and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. HATCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2355) in relation t, 
public lands; which was read a first and second time, referred to thy 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed, 


rea 
iclary, 


LUCY C. FIELD. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2356) for the relies 
of Lucy C. Field; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


DUTY ON HATTERS’ PLUSHES. 

Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2357) to reduce tiy 
duty on hatters’ plushes ; which was read a first and second time. 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to }y 
printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2358) to amend 
section 190 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and sec. 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Servic; 
and ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF LEAF-TOBACCO. 

Mr. BUCKNER also presented a joint resolution of the General As- 
sembly of Missouri,in favor of the repeal of restrictions upon tly 
sale of leaf-tobacco; which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. BUCKNER also presented a joint resolution of the General 
Assembly of Missouri for the improvement of the channel of th 
Mississippi River; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

COUNSEL FEES OF POOR PERSONS. 

Mr. CRAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2359) to authorize the 
payment of fees to counsel for the defense of poor persons in the 
courts of the United States, and for other purposes; which was reac 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
and ordered to be printed. 

JUDICIAL APPEALS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. CRAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2360) to provide 
for appeals from the district courts of the United States held at Fort 
Smith, in the western district of Arkansas, and at Helena, in the 
eastern district of Arkansas, to the circuit court of the United States 
held at Little Rock, in said State, and for other purposes; whic! 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on thr 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF JEAN FRANCOIS PERRY. 
Mr. GUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2361) for the relief of 


the heirs of Jean Frangois Perry; which was read a first and se ond 
time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

NATURALIZATION OF INDIANS. 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2362) to enable In- 
dians to become citizens of the United States; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Aflairs, an¢ 
ordered to be printed. 

LAND-GRANT RAILROAD IN ARKANSAS, ETC. 
“TD . : 7 “gee “no the 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2363) granting ™ 
right of way and making a grant of lands to the States of Arkansis 
and Missouri in aid of the construction of a railroad ; which was reat 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Railways av¢ 
Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

SAIL-MAKERS IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. GUNTER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2364) to regulate the 
appointment of sail-makers in the United States Navy ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Nav 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

LUCINDA TRIMBLE. i é 
var = . : y wv 

Mr. GUNTER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2360) 











1878. 


the relief of Lucinda Trimble, administratrix of William Trim- 
tor © 


le “c -ased ; : 7 
: cree on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ou ‘ 

JOSEPH TRIMBLE. 
Mr GUNTER also (by request) introduzed a bill (H. R. No. 2366) 
the relief of Joseph Trimble ; which was read a first and second 
3 ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
time, 1 
nted. 
— G. R. WILFORD MARSHALL. 

Mr. GUNTER also | by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2367) 

ae relief of G. R. Wilford Marshall; which was read a first and 
ond time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

REBECCA SEARS. 

Mr. GUNTER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2368) 
for the relief of Rebecca Sears, administratrix of James W. Sears, 
Jeceased; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
‘ommittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

DETROIT RIVER RAILROAD TUNNEL. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2369) to 
sid in the construction of the Detroit River Railroad tunnel ; which 
¥ is read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Rail- 
wavs and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

MILITARY AND TIMBER RESERVATION, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2370) 
to authorize the United States to secure a title to certain military and 
timber reservations; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


Com 


GOVERNMENT FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2871) to amend an act entitled “An act for the support of the gov- 
ernment for the District of Columbia for the tiseal year ending June 
0, 1878, and for other purposes ;” which was read and second 
time, referred to the Committee for the District Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 


wv first 


of 


UNITARIAN CHURCH PROPERTY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2372 


toauthorize the commissioners of the District of Columbia to purchase 
the Unitarian church property for the use of the police court of the 
District; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
nittee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF JOSHUA HILL, DECEASED. 
Mr. STONE, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


oes 
2373 


) for the 


relief of the legal representatives of Joshua Hill, deceased; which | 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM MILLs. 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2374) 
for the relief of William Mills; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES. 

Mr. KEIGHTLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2375) relating to the 
removal of cases from the State courts to the United States courts in 
certain cases; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

LAFAYETTE FOSKETT. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2376) to remove the 
charge of desertion from the military record of Lafayette Foskett, 
late private of Company F, Twenty-first Michigan Volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM HENRY LE ROY. 

Mr. HUBBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2377) granting a pen- 
sion to William Henry Le Roy, late private of Company E, Twenty- 
second Michigan Infantry Volunteers; which was read a first and 
secoud time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL H. MORRISON. 

Mr. HUBBELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. ) granting a 
pension to Daniel H. Morrison, a soldier enlisted in the service of the 
United States at Camp Blair, Michigan; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REDEMPTION OF LEGAL TENDERS. 
Mr. HUBBELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


oo 
2378 


ome 
2378 


th )) to declare 


provide 
14, 1875 
ders on 
of Janx 
oud time, referred to the Commit 
ordered te be printed. 


€ construction of so much of section 3 of an act entitled “An act to 
for the resumption of specie payments,” approved January 
, #8 provides for the redemption of United States legal ten- 
‘standing on the Ist of January, 1879, and to amend the statute 
laty 14, 1875, and other acts; which was read a first and sec- 
tee on Banking and Currency, and 
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which was read a first and second time, referred to the | 


| 
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LILLIE E. BUCHANAN. 
Mr. BREWER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2380) .to restore the 
name of Lilhe E. Buchanan to the pension-rolls; which was read a 


| first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 





WALTER CRAWFORD. 

Mr. BREWER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2381) for the relief 
of Walter Crawford, late second lieutenant of Company H, Fifth 
Michigan Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims. and ordered to be 
printed. 

PETER D. RANKE. 

Mr. BREWER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2382) for the relief 
of Peter D. Ranke, late captain of Company C, Fourteenth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Cavalry Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

HENRY 

Mr. WILLITS introduced bill 
Henry Romeyn; which was read a 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printe 


ROMEYN. 


(H.R 


2 No. 2385) for the relief of 


time, referred to 


Sta secon 


HEIRS OF JEFFERSON WEST. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2384) for the relief 
of the heirs of Jefferson W ; wi s read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 


\ which W 


I 


HEIRS OF EDWARD DWYER 


Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
relief of the heirs of Edward Dwyer; which was 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
printed. 


or 


23 for the 
read a first and 
and ordered to be 


SO 


MAJOR P. P. G. NAL! 
|} Mr SCHLEICHER also introduced a bill (U. R. No. 2386) granting 
a pension to Major P. P. G. Tlall, a pay ‘ he United States 
Army ; which was read a first and second iime red to the Com 


inittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


CREDITS 
Mr. SCHLEICHER also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 80 
to authorize certain credits to the sinking fund and make their equiv 
| alentavailable for the redemption of United States notes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


TO SINKING FUND. 


MAILS BETWEEN GALVESTON AND VERA CRUZ. 

Mr. GIDDINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2387) to provide for 
transportation of United States mail between Galveston, Texas, and 
Vera Cruz, Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Road;, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SOLOMON C. TROGDEN. 

Mr. CUMMINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2388) granting a pen 
sion to Solomon C. Trogden ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A. M. BRYSON. 

Mr. DEERING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2389) granting a pension 
to A. M. Bryson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ESTHER K. SCHENCK. 

Mr. DEERING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2390) granting 
additional pension to Esther K. Schenck; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

*MRS. ELIZABETH DAVIS. 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2391) granting 
a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth Davis; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

J. S. LANCASTER. 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2392) for the relief of J. S. Lancaster; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Ss 


JEREMIAH C. CONKLIN, 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2393) for the relief of Jeremiah C. Conklin, of the State of lowa; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

L. L. LANCASTER. 

Mr. HUMPHREY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2394) for the relief 
of Leonard L. Lancaster, late sergeant Second Regiment Cavalry, Wis- 
consin Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Afiairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MOVABLE TORPEDO. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
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provide for the purchase of the best movable torpedo; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

J. E. WILLIAMSON. 


Mr. BOUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2396) for the relief of 
John E. Williamson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR AT KEWAUNEE. 

Mr. BOUCK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2397) for the con- 
struction of a harbor in the village of Kewaunee, in the county of 
Kewaunee, State of Wisconsin, on the west shore of Lake Michigan ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

FORT CROOK MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2398) declaring the 
lands constituting the Fort Crook military reservation in Shasta 
County, California, subject to pre-emption and homestead entry ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

FORT READING MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2399) declaring 
the lands constituting the Fort Reading military reservation in Shasta 
County, California, subject to pre-emption and homestead entry; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS J. SHERWOOD. 


Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2400) for the 
relief of Thomas J. Sherwood, late postmaster at Marysville, Cali- 
fornia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ADJUDICATION OF LAND CLAIMS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. PACHECO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2401) to authorize the 
claimant to certain lands in Santa Barbara County, California, to 
submit their claims to the United States district court for that State 
for adjudication; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HOMESTEAD AND PRE-EMPTION ENTRIES IN CALIFORNIA, 

Mr. PACHECO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2402) to restore 
certain lands in the State of California to homestead and pre-emp- 
tion entry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

BREAKWATER AT SAN BUENAVENTURA, CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. PACHECO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2403) to provide for 
the construction of a breakwater at San Buenaventura, in the State 
of California; which was read a tirsc and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

BREAKWATER AT SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PACHECO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2404) for the con- 
struction of a breakwater at San Luis Obispo, in the State of Calie 
fornia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

FORFEITED RAILROAD LANDS. 

Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2405) for the relief of set- 
tlers on forfeited railroad lands; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ALFRED BRIGGS. 

Mr. PAGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2406) authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to settle the account of Alfred Briggs, late 
collector of internal revenue of the fourth district, in the State of 
California; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. PAGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2407) to amend sections 
5185 and 5186 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, 
and ordered to be printed. 

GRAZING-LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. PAGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2408) relating to graz- 
ing-lands in the State of California; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

WOODRUFF SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION. 

Mr. PAGE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2409) to 
recognize the “ Woodruff scientific expedition around the world,” and 
for other purposes ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

SAVINGS BANKS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of California, introduced a_ bill (H. R. No. 2410) to 
amend an act entitled “An act explanatdéry of the act of June 30, 
1864,” which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


PACIFIC SUBMARINE AND EARTHQUAKE-PROOF WALL CoMPayy 

Mr. DAVIS, of California, also introduced a bill (H. R. No 2411 
to liquidate the indebtedness due the Pacific Submarine and Earth, 
quake-Proof Wall Company ; which was read a first and second tim. 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. ° 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF GROWTH OF TIMBER, 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2412) to amend an ac 
entitled “An act to encourage the growth of timber on the Wester, 
prairies ;” which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Cop,. 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. * 


WILLIAM H. WHITING. 


Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2413) for the relies os 
William H. Whiting; which was read a first and second time, yo. 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printeg 
JOSEPH SHARPE. 

Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2414) for the relief o¢ 
Joseph Sharpe; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to jy 
printed. 

KANSAS POST-ROADS. 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2415) to provide for the 
opening of a military and post road from the mouth of Walno; 
River, in Kansas, to the mouth of Mud Creek, in Kansas; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

RAILROADS IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Mr. RYAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2416) granting rightof 
way through the Indian Territory to railroad companies ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

GILBERT A. WOOD. 


Mr. RYAN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2417) for the relief of 
Gilbert A. Wood; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF OHIO RIVER. 

Mr. KENNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2418) for the continuation 
of ¢he improvement ef the Ohio River; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, HARPER'S FERRY. 

Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2419) for the relief of the 
trustees of the Methodist Episcopal church, Harper's Ferry, West 
Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

RANDOLPH COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA. 

Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2420) for the relief 
of the county of Randolph, State of West Virginia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

H. H. LEMON. 

Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2421) for the relief 
of H. H. Lemon, member of Capitol police force, for injuries received 
while in the discharge of his duties in the year 1870; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


WILDEY LODGE, I. 0. 0. F.,. CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA. 


Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2422) for the relief 
of the trustees of Wildey Lodge, No. 27, I. O. O. F., at Charleston, 
West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


IMMIGRATION OF CHINESE. 

Mr. WREN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2423) to restrict the immi- 
gration of Chinese to the United States ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and 
ordered to be printed. 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, COLORADO. 

Mr. PATTERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2424) donating po” 
lic lands to the State of Colorado for the establishment and eudoy 
ment of a college for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanics 
arts; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS, COLORADO. 

Mr. PATTERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2425) to divide 
the State of Colorado into three judicial districts; which was reat 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

BRANCH MINT AT DENVER. 5 

Mr. PATTERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 9496) sathor® 
ing the purchase of gold dust and gold and silver bullion at the 
branch mint at Denver, and the payment therefor in dratts or - 
tificates of deposit ; which was read a first and second time, refe 
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to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered 
to be printed. ae 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT DENVER. 

Mr. PATTERSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2427) to author- 

s the purchase of a site for a public building at Denver, Colorado, 
| for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, re- 
canes to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 

YAKAMA CITY, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. JACOBS presented a memorialof the Legislature of the Terri- 
tory of Washington, in relation to the establishment of a land office 
at Yakama City, Washington Territory ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

PORT TOWNSEND, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial from the Legislature of 
the Territory of Washington, asking an appropriation to erect a cus- 
tom-house at Port Townsend, Washington Territory ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

LAND OFFICE AT PORT TOWNSEND. 

Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of the 
rerritory of Washington, relative to the establishment of a land office 
+ Port Townsend, Washington Territory ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

POINT WILSON, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of the 
Territory of Washington, asking an appropriation to build a fog- 

istle and bell on Point Wilson, Washington Territory ; which was 

ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of the 
Territory of Washington, praying forthe restoration to settlement of 
certain public lands withdrawn in favor of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

SKAGET AND STILLAQUAMISH RIVERS, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of the 
Territory of Washington, asking for the removal of obstructions in 
the Skaget and Stillaquamish Rivers, Washington Territory; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

FOG-BELL ON PUGET SOUND. 
Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of 
, oF ; 8 
Washington Territory, for the erection of a fog-bell and steam- 

1 ) , y 7 . ¥ >. 7 
whistle on Foul Weather Bluff, Puget Sound; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR OF REFUGE, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of 
Washington Territory, praying the establishment of a harbor of 
refuge on the northwest coast of Washington Territory; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. JACOBS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wash- 
ington Territory, in relation to the extension of time for building the 
Northern Pacific Railroad; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 

PENITENTIARY IN DAKOTA TERRITORY. 


Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2428) to appropriate 
money for the builoing of a penitentiary in the Territory of Dakota ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

SWEENY, RITTENHOUSE, FANT & CO. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2429) for the relief 
ot Sweeny, Rittenhouse, Fant & Co.; which was read a first and 
meet a referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

AMMONIATED FERTILIZER COMPANY. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2430) for the relief 
of the Ammoniated Fertilizer Company of Washington, District of 
Columbia ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS BAYNE. 


Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2431) for the relief 
of Thomas Bayne, guardian of heirs of William H. Arnold; which 
Was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

; REMOVAL OF INDIANS. 
— STEVENS, of Arizona, presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ure of the 


Territory of Arizona asking the removal of certain In- 


Tie . vhs i i : 
“ans; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr, STEVENS, of Arizona. I ask unanimous consent that this 
“ie Pome rinted in the Recorp. 


R. I know it is not a gracious task to object to these 








requests ; but I think it my duty to object to the printing of these 
memorials in the RECORD. 
WAGON-ROADS IN ARIZONA. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2432) 
to make appropriation for wagon-roads in the Territory of Arizona; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PENITENTIARY IN ARIZONA. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2423) 
to make appropriation for the completion of the penitentiary in the 
Territory of Arizona; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LOYAL P. BROWN. 

Mr. FENN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2434) to provide for the 
payment of Loyal P. Brown, administrator of the estate of Darius 
B. Randall, deceased, for certain improvements relinquished to the 
United States for the use of the Nez Percé Indians; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, IDAHO TERRITORY. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2435) providing for the 
erection of public buildings at Boisé City, Idaho Territory ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM Hl. RHETT. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2436) for the relief of 
William H. Rhett; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

; ELEANORA UMBER. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2437) for the relief of 
Eleanora Umber; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


TOUSSIANT MESPLIE. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2438) for the relief of 
Toussiant Mesplie; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN CUMMINS. 

Mr. FENN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2439) for the relief of 
John Cummins, late collector and disbursing agent of the United 
States internal revenue for the district of Idaho; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE H. WRIGHT. 

Mr. MAGINNIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2440) for the relief of 
George H. Wright, first lieutenant Seventh Infantry, United States 
Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT C. WALKER. 

Mr. MAGINNIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2441) for the relief of 
Robert C. Walker; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CUTTING TIMBER ON PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. MAGINNIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No 2442) to regulate 
the cutting of timber on the public lands in the Territories of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

CITIZENS IN NEZ PERCE WAR. 

Mr. MAGINNIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2443) for the relief 
of citizens of Montana who served with United States troops in the 
war with the Nez Percés and for the relief of the heirs of such as were 
killed in such service; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ELECTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. MAGINNIS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2444) to provide 
for the election of governor, secretary, and other territorial officers 
in the several Territories of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Territories, 
and ordered to be printed. 

BRANCH MINT, HELENA, MONTANA. 

Mr. MAGINNIS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Mon- 
tana, for the establishment of a branch mint at Helena, Montana; 
which was referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights and 
Measures, and ordered to be printed. 


CROW INDIAN RESERVATION. 

Mr. MAGINNIS also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Mon- 
tana, in relation to restoring a portion of the Crow Indian reserva- 
tion to the public domain ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ELECTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. MAGINNIS also presented a memorial from the Legislature of 











1 ' 321) CONGRESSIONAL 


Montana, praying that the people of the br ge may be author- | 
ived to eleet certain territorial officers; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 
PRIZE-MONEY TO FLEET OFFICERS. 
Che SPEAKER. Thecallof the States has been completed. Some 


. gentlemen who were not present when their States were called made 
pplication to the Chair to be allowed to present bills, and they will 
mw be recognized. 


Mr. ROBERTS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2445) to extend the 
provisions of the act of June 8, 1874, in relation to prize-money, to all 
tleet oflicers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM C. DOWNS. 

Mr. MCKENZIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2446) granting a pen- 
sion to William C. Downs, of Kentucky; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF CUMBERLAND RIVER, KENTUCKY. 

; Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2447) to further improve 
the Cumberland River, in Kentucky ; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

COLONIZATION OR TRANSPORTATION OF CHINESE, 

Mr. SHELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2448) to provide for the 
colonizing or transportation of Chinese ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and 

dered to be printed. 


abi heim as 





MRS. HANNAH WALSH. 


ee a a ts A etapa ct ae 





re ion to Mrs. Hannah Walsh, widow of John Walsh, geceased, late a 







private in Company Ain the Fifty-eighth Regiment of Illinois In- 
Br | fantry Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
i) to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 








; OREN A. ROSS. 
he Mr. HARTZELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2450) granting 
. pension to Oren A. Ross, late private in Company A, Eighth Illinois 
1s I try Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
i © the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
“g 






ROBY Sr D. CROZIER. 


LE, nt rpduced, a bill (H. R. No. 2451) granting a 
el e ‘pte : private in Company D, F ifteenth 
ae oe 






















. iba “ th was read a first and second 
§ ; by: dia hid Pe ‘nsions, and ordered to 
oa ; “ek : vA - 
4 ‘ bh ens: 
’ $ ria bgucedag bah aH. R. No. 2452) to prescribe 
4 legadig4ipanys i adwergis ings thetle aden of mail contracts; 
aa ° whiel chewastrgay® a tings dunk * eaoud | tix 10, referred to the Committee 
on the Post-O@iee and Post*Roads, an 1 ordered to be printed. 
Ls a > 


: y GEORGE DENNY. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2453 
for the relief of Gesrge Denny, of Company M, Seventh United States 
Cavalry ; which was rad a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

INTERSTATE MIGRATION, 
Mr. SAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2454) to encourage inter- 


the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL ASHBY. 

Mr. POLLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2455) granting a pen- 
sion to Daniel Ashby; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 







: a JAMES M. SMILEY. 

i Mr. POLLARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2456) for the relief 

: of James M. Smiley ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

i A. F. ROCKWELL. 
; Mr. GARFIELD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2457) for the relief 
of A. F. Rockwell, aid-de-camp on the staff of General Buell; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE R. M’GUNNIGLE. 

Mr. COLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2458) for the relief of George 
R. MeGunnigle, surviving partner of Hill & McGunnigle, of Saint 
Louis; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JEAN LOUIS RELLIET. 

Mr. COLE also introduced a bill (H, R. No. 2459) for the relief of 
Jean Louis Relliet; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 



























Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2449) granting a pen- | 
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} state migration; which was read a first and second time, referred to | 
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GEORGE W. LEAMY. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2460) gray, 
ing a pension to George W. Leamy; which was read a first and seo. 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered ;, 
printed. 

MAJOR JUNIUS T. TURNER. 

Mr. BANKS (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2461) fo; th: 
relief of Major Junius T. Turner; which was read a first and seco 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | 
printed. 

Ss. M. BLAIR. 

Mr. BANKS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2462) for the relies 

Samuel M. Blair, of Boston, Massachusetts; which was read 4 {ips 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims 
ordered to be printed. 


CATHERINE HOGAN. 

Mr. PEDDIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2463) for the relies 
Catherine Hogan, widow of Patrick Hogan, late of Company I, Thir. 
ty-first New York Volunteers; which was read a first and second tiny 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
printed. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the rules be suspended and that 
preamble and resolution which I send to the desk be adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas petitions are about to be presented to this House from many thousa 
citizens from thirty- five States of the Union, asking the adoption of u 


ment to the Constitution which shall prohibit the several States trom « 


ing United Staves citizens on account of sex: Therefore, 
Be it ordered, That a session of the House shail be held on Saturday 
instant, at which representative women, chosen by these petitioners 


ar 
the city, may be heard at the bar of the House in support of the sam 


The question having been put, on a division by sound, the Speak 
stated that in the opinion of the Chair two-thirds had n 
the affirmative. 

Mr. KELLEY. I call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 56, noes ‘4. 

Mr. PRICE. 1 call for the yeas and nays. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 

So (the atlirmative being more than one-fifth of the last vot 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WADDELL. I ask that the resolution be again read. 

The resolution was again read. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 106, nays 141, u 
voting 45; as follows: 


YEAS—106. 

Aldrich, Danford, Keifer, Rainey, 
Bacon Deering, Keizghtley, Reed, 
Bagley, Dwight, Kelley, Sapp, 
Batlou, Eames, Ketcham, Shallenberger 
Banks, Ellis, Knapp, Sinnickson 
Bayne, Ellsworth, Landers, Smalls, 
Benedict, Errett, Lathrop, Smith, A. Her 
Bishee, Ewing, S Leonard, Stephens, 
Blair, Finley, Lindsey, Stewart, 

| Brentano, Fort, Lockwood, Stone, John W 
Brewer, Frye, Loring, Strait, 
Briggs, ~ Gardner, Lynde, Thompson, 
Brogden, Hanna, Marsh, Thornburgh 
Browne, Harmer, McCook, Tipton, 
Bundy, Harris, Benj. W. McGowan, Van Vorhes 
Burdick, Harrison, McKinley, Veeder, 
Cain, Hart, Metcalfe, Watson, 
Calkins, Hartzell, Mitchell, White, Harry 
Camp, Haskell, Monroe, White, Michael D 
Caswell, Hayes, Oliver, Whitthorne, 
Clark, Rush Hazelton, O'Neill, Williams, Andrew 
Conger, Henderson, Patterson, T. M. Williams, 0. G 
Covert, Hiscock, Phelps, Williams,. Richard 
Cox, Samuel 8. Hungerford, Phillips, Willits, 
Crapo, Hunter, Pollard, Wren. 
Cummings, Ittner, Pound, 
Cutler, Jones, John S. Price, 

NAYS—141. 

Aiken, Clymer, Garfield, Joyce, 
Atkins, Cobb, Garth, Kenna, 
Baker, William H. Cook, Gause, Kimmel, 
Banning, Cox, Jacob D. Giddings, Knott, 
Beebe, Cravens, Glover, Ligon, 
Bicknell, Crittenden, Goode, Luttrell, 
Blackburn, Culberson, Gunter, Maish, 
Blount, Davidson, Hamilton, Manning, 
Boone, Davis, Horace Hardenbergh, Martin, | 
Bouck, Davis, Joseph J. Harris, Henry R. McKenzie 
Boyd, - Denison, Harris, John T. Me Mabon, 
Bragg, Dibrell, Hartridge, Mills 
Bright, Dickey, Hatcher, Morgan, 
Buckner, Douglas Hendee, Morrison, 
Burchard, Dunnell, Henkle. Morse, 
Cabell, Durham, Henry, Muldrow 
Caldwell, John W. Eickhoff, Herbert, Muller, 
Caldwell, W. P. Evans, James L. Hewitt, Abram 8. Norcross, 
Candler, Evins, John H. Hewitt, G. W.. Overton, 
Cannon, Felton, House, Page, W. 
Carlisle, Field, Hubbell, Patterson, G. 
Chalmers, Forney, Hunton, Peddie, 
Chittenden, Foster, James, Potter, 
Clark of Missouri, Franklin, Jones, Frank Powers, 





Clarkeof Kentucky, Fuller, Jones, James T. Pridemore, 
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; Ross, Swann, Williams, James 
4 Pugh, Sampson, Throckmorton, Williams, Jere N. 
Quinn, Scales, Townshend, R. W. Willis, Albert S. 
3 Randolph Schleicher, Tucker, Willis, Benjamin A. 
- ea Shelley, Turner, Wilson, 

me (KeagaD,  icusV. Smith, William E. Turney, Wood, 

: Wi | am W. Southard, Vv ance, Wright 

s tice, Willig Sparks, Waddell, Yeates. 

3 K — Springer, Walsh, 

¥ —— Stenger, Warner, 

4 or». George D. Stone, Joseph C. Williams, A, 5 

a NOT VOTING—45. 

- \ Eden, Mayham, Starin, 

bs John H Elam, Money, Steele, 

- Evans, I. Newton Neal, Townsend, Amos 
fi Loy Freeman, Pacheco, Townsend, M. I. 
: A Gibson, Reilly, Wait, 

" Hale, Robertson, Walker, 

‘ll Hooker, Robinson, Milton S. Ward, 
‘fie Humphrey, Ryan, Welch, 
Clark, Alvab A Jorgensen, Sayler, Young. 

"a Killinger, Sexton, 
z Lapham, Singleton, 
aaa Mackey, Slemons, 
S» the rules were not suspended, two-thirds not voting in favor 

thet eof. 





\fter two names on the roll had been called, 

Mr. MILLS said: Mr. Speaker, is it too late to make a point of 
order on the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 
KELLEY ?] 3 
, The SPEAKER. It is, as the yeas and nays have been ordered and 
the Clerk has called two names. What is the gentieman’s point of 
order? 


Mr. MILLS. 


The Hall of the House shall not be used for any other purpose than the legiti- 
mate business of the House, nor shall the Speaker entertain any proposition to use 
tf other purpose, or for the suspension of this rule: Provided, That this 
shall not interfere with the performance of divine service therein. 











I desire to read Rule 155: 







Is this divine service ? 
[he SPEAKER. The gentlemanfrom Texas [ Mr. MILLs] will read 
the entire rule. 

Mr. MILLS. 


nder the direction of the Speaker, or with the use of the same for caucus 
I vs of the members, or upon occasions where the House may, by resolution, 
ures to take part in any ceremonies to be observed therein. 


The SPEAKER. This resolution is withia the latter clause of the 
rule; but this is a proposition to suspend the rules. 

Mr. MILLS. But this rule states that we cannot entertain any 
proposition that interferes with the public business. 

' Mr. CRITTENDEN. Women always stir up trouble when out of 
nace, 
§ The SPEAKER. The Clerk will resume the calling of the names. 

The Clerk resumed and completed ihe calling of the names, with 
the above result. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia. My colleague, Mr. BELL, is detained at 
home, on account of sickness. If present, he would vote “no.” 

Mr. HASKELL. My colleague, Mr. RYAN, was called from the Hall 
a few moments since on urgent business. If present, he would vote 
“no, 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I desire to state that I am paired on all polit- 
ical questions with the gentleman from Alabama, Mr. Licon. 

Mr. MORRISON. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. EDEN, 
is absent from the House on account of illness. 

The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. BANKS. As the House declines to hear arguments upon this 
question, I ask unanimous consent to present two petitions from dis- 
tinguished citizens of my own district, and as there are many other 
gentlemen who hold like petitions I ask permission that leave be 
granted for these petitions to be presented in open House. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I object if it is going to consume time. 


Mr. BANKS. I hope there will be no objection to the presentation 
of these petitions. 


Mr. SOUTHARD. 
lead to delay. 

Mr. BANKS. I move that the rules be suspended to enable gentle- 
wen holding petitions on this subject to present them in open House 
tor reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. When? 

Mr. BANKS. At this moment. 
that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] 
moves that the rules be suspended to allow the presentation of peti- 
Hons upon the subject indicated, from citizens of thirty-five States. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I have no objection to the presentation if it is 
for reference ; but I thought that the gentleman’s proposition would 
consume time, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Oh, let it go; do not object. 

The question was taken, and (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended. 

Mr. BANKS. I present the petition of Mary A. Livermore, Daniel 

- Livermore, Abbie B. Coffin, N. P. Selke, and other citizens of Mel- 
Tose, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, asking for an amendment to 


vu——21 






It goes on to say: 
































I must insist on my objection if it is likely to 









I move to suspend the rules for 
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the Constitution prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex. 
The petition was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. BANKS. I also present the petition of Eliza Bonney, Malvina 
; F. Marshal, Allen Coffin, John H. Rand, and others, asking an amend- 
ment to the Constitution prohibiting the several States from disfran- 
chising United States citizens on account of sex. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will call the States in their order for 
the presentation of these petitions, and the call rests with the State 
of New Hampshire. 

Mr. BLAIR. I present the petition of Mary A. Powers, Tilley Ruth, 
W. Smith, James Powers, George W. Chapman, and other citizens of 
Nortb Haverhill, Grafton County, New Hampshire, asking for an 
amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BANKS. I ask that in the presentation of these petitions the 
indorsement on the back may only be read so that they may be printed 
in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. 
will be read. 

Mr. PRICE. And printed? 

The SPEAKER. If it be read in the House it will be printed in the 
RECORD. 

Mr. HOUSE. I think these petitions had better be placed in the 
box without consuming the time of the House. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done under the rule; but the House 
has consented to have them presented in open House. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I move that the House do*now adjourn. 


COMMITTEE 


Only the indorsement on the back of the petition 


ON APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. ATKINS. Pending the motion to adjourn, I desire to meve, 
with the consent of the House, that any subcommittee of the Com 
mittee on Appropriations may have leave to sit during the session of 
| the House. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Missouri yield to the 
gentleman from Tennessee to make that request of the House. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I will yieid for that purpose. 

There being no objection, the motion of Mr. ATKINS was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The question recurred upon the motion of Mr. BUCKNER, that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I understand that there is certain correspond- 
ence on the Speaker’s table from the government of Venezuela, which 
I desire to have printed. [Loud cries of “ Regular order!” ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ask unanimous consent to make 
reference of certain papers now upon his table, before the gentleman 
from Missouri presses his motion to adjourn. 

No objection was made. 





VENEZUELAN MIXED CLAIMS COMMISSION. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House the 
following message from the President of the United States : 
To the House of Representatives : 


In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 3d ultimo, 
requesting to be furnished with the correspondence between the government of 
Venezuela and that of the United States, had since the adjournment of the first 
session of the Forty-fourth Congress, in relation to the Venezuela mixed claims 
commission, I transmit the report of the Secretary of State, together with its 
accompanying documents. 


R. B. HAYES 


WASHINGTON, January 10, 1878. 

The message was ordered to be printed with the accompanying 
documents, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIM NO. 81, NEW MEXICO. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of the Interior transmitting a report o.1 New Mexico private 
land claim No. 81; which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

COLORADO PRIVATE LAND CLAIM NO. 1. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Seere- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting a report on Colorado private land 
claim No. 1; which was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

FRANK T. BALDWIN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, inclosing the petition of Frank T. Baldwin, lieutenant 
Fifth Infantry, for relief; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

° SUSPENDED LAND ENTRIES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting a list of suspended entries of lands 
contirmed by the board during the year ending June 30, 1877 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


ADVERTISING FOR POST-OFFICE 


; which 


DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Post- 
master-G, neral, in reference to the prices to be paid for the adver- 
tising of the Post-Office Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 


a ee 
te ee 


oe 


2 EAT ea a TC EL 
ct enn ents 9 el eee ta Laie Sit a St 


TES EAD - 
ned 


PFS te 


Sid 


weir” 


1 
| 


: 


— oo 


Pd 


ee oS 


7 


- es si ecine ; 


CA re 


pa WE na 
Ao 


Pe ee + 
. Te core 
ee ee ae hae Fo 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 14 


ee SERN NT 


BLANKS FOR POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Post- | Mendocino County, California, of similar import. 
master-General, transmitting a statement of accounts of the Post- | 


Office Department for printing, with a letter from the superintendent 
of the blank agency with reference thereto; which was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 


ASSISTANT ATTORNEY-GENERAL FOR POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Post- 
master-General, transmitting a communication from the Assistant 
Attorney-General for the Post-Office Department relative to the 
needs of that office; which was referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations. 
REBELLION RECORDS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in relation to rent of a building when appropriation is 
made for the publication of official records of the rebellion ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


COMMITTEE CHANGES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following communi- 
cation : 
Housk OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., December 12, 1877. 
Sir: The undersigned respectfully request that their places on committees may 


be interchanged so that Mr. Prick may be assigned to the Committee of Elections 
and Mr. Cox to that on civil service reform 
J.D. COX. 
H. PRICE. 
To Hon. Samurt J. RANDALL, 
Speaker House of I®presentatives. 


The SPEAKER. 
granted. 

There was no objectien. 

VENTILATION OF THE HALL. 

The SPEAKER announced the following as the members of the 
select committee on the ventilation of the Hall: Casey YOUNG, of 
Tennessee; JAMES M. COVERT, of New York; CHAR Les M. SHELLEY, 
of Alabama; Joun G. CARLISLE, of Kentucky; BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 
of Massachusetts; ADDISON OLIVER, of Iowa; and JOHN W. STONE, 
of Michigan. 

REFORM SCHOOL, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
The SPEAKER also announced the appointment of AUGUsTUS W. 


CurTLer, of New Jersey, as trustee for the Reform School of the Dis- 
trict ef Columbia. 


If there be no objection, the request will be 


COLUMBIA HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN. 


The SPEAKER also announced the appointment, as managers for 
the Columbia Hospital for Women, of L. A. Mackey, of Pennsylva- 
nia, and J. M. THoRNBURGH, of Tennessee. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


The SPEAKER also announced the appointment, as Regen‘s for 
the Smithsonian Institution, of HEISTER CLYMER, of Pennsylvania; 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, of Georgia; and JAMES A. GARFIELD, ot 
Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. BUCKNER] that the House now adjourn. 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE—SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT. 


Mr. KELLEY. I would ask permission that these petitions in refer- 
ence to a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution may be received, 
and their indorsements printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. 
desk ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Very well. 

The SPEAKER. Their indorsements will be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The petitions were accordingly received, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, as follows: 

By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of Catharine Cornell Knowles, Eu- 
nice A. Kenyon, Solomon R. Knowles, William G. Browning, and 250 
other citizens of East Greenwich, Kent County, Rhode Island, for an 
amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex. 

By Mr. CAIN: The petition of Sabra P. Abell, M. B. H. Messer, W. 
G. Green, B. E. Messer, and other citizens of Uniontown, District of 
Celumbia, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Lewis H. Douglass, R. J. Meigs, M. Albert 
Clancey, Harriet Couperthwaite, and other citizens of Washington, 
District of Columbia, of similar import. . 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Chase, Mrs. Frederick Douglass, jr., 
Solomon G. Brown, and others, citizens of Uniontown, District of 
Columbia, of similar import. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: The petition of Mary Smith, Hattie Tomlin, 
8. Bigelow, G. W. Smith, and other citizens of Crocker, Polk County, 
lowa, of similar import. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: The petitions of Sarepta C. White, 
M. D., Mary J. Potter, Rollin C. Anderson, M. D., Robert G. Perkins, 
and other citizens of San Francisco, California, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Clarinda J. H. Nichols, Elizabeth Ristine, J. 


To be received in the petition box at the Clerk’s 


j 


| ter, Howard County, Iowa, of similar import. 





Y. Griffiths, George B. Nichols, and other citizens of Calpella and Poy, 
Also, the petition of Cornelia D. Marks, Henry Dudley, Maria p, 
ters, L. F. Harbaugh, and other citizens of Fresno County, Californi, 
of similar import. : 
By Mr. DEERING: The petition of Mrs. Louisa M. Haskins, My. \ 
M. Bridwell, A. G. Hubbard, D. Bridwell, and other citizens i 


alifornig 


Of Ches. 


By Mr. EAMES: The petition of Elizabeth B. Chace, Isaljel), 
Adams, Rosa B. Cobb, George A. Adams, William T. Channing, ay, 
other citizens of Valley Falls, Providence County, Rhode Islanj 9s 
similar import. i: 

By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of Elsie Stewart, J. M. Leake, ¢ 
W. Leake, William Bell, Clara Bell, and other citizens of Neutral gta. 
tion, Cherokee County, Kansas, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Julia 8, Haughey, J. 8. Haughey, Mrs. A. ¢ 
Longley, A. H. Longley, and other citizens of Ossawatomie and Py 
Miami and Logan Counties, Kansas, of similar import. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of Hiram Hughes, Mary p 
Hughes, Rev. J.C. Mallory, Celia Mallory, and other citizens of §). 
vona, Stenben County, New York, of similar import. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of Caroline M. Broomall, Maria | 
Eastman, Henry M. Furnell, J. F. Reynolds, Alfred Tyson, and othe; 
citizens of Media, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, of similar impor:, 

Also, the petition of Mary J. Connor, Matilda Post, Mary Sanders, 
R. Scott, D. Earle, and other citizens of Athens, Bradford County 
Pennsylvania, of similar import. : 

Also, the petition of Mary A. Dean, Mrs. H. J. Shibley, H. D. Tiffany 
A. B. Walker, and other citizens of Nicholson, Wyoming County, Penp. 
sylvania, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. J. E. Sobers, Rachel A. Dickey, M.D, 
Charles F. Serren, A. P. Harkevand, and other citizens of Philadel. 
phia, Pennsylvania, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Minerva J. Winton, Emily Kellogg Barer, 
Ella C. McCullis, Alexander Singley, Roswell 8. Buell, and other cit- 
izens of Athens, Rome, Steuben, and Centerville, Bradford and Craw- 
ford Counties, Pennsylvania, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Cornelia H. Scarborough, Rebecca V. Thorp 
C. W. Scarborough, George A. Cook, and other citizens of New Hoy 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Catherine Winton, W. W. Winton, Mrs. J.B 
Fisher, E. Western, and other citizens of Providence, Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, of similar import. 

By Mr. LATHROP: The petition of Mrs. H. H. Boies, Mrs. M. W 
Sage, H. L. Boies, Rev. H. 8S. Sage, LL. D., and other citizens . 
Sycamore, De Kalb County, Illinois, of similar import. 

By Mr. LORING: The petition of Margaret E. Bennett, A. F 
Keyes, Malachie Andreus, A. H. Bray, and other citizens of Glouces- 
ter, Essex County, Massachusetts, of similar import. 

Also, the petition ot Eliza Bonney, Malvina F. Marshall, Allen 
Coffin, John H. Rand, and other citizens of Nantucket, Massaclu- 
setts, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Mary A. Livermore, Daniel P. Livermore, Ab 
bie B. Coffin, N. P. Selke,and other citizens of Melrose, Middlesex 
County, Massachusetts, of similar import. 

By Mr. NORCROSS: The petition of Lizzie F. Bacon, Hannah 
Hosmer, Lucinda Hosmer, and other citizens of Bedford, Middlesex 
County, Massachusetts, of similar import. 

By Mr. OLIVER: The petition of Emma E. Eveleth, George M. 
Eveleth, Jennie L. De Munn, Joseph Stephenson, and other citizens of 
Lakeport, Woodbury County, Iowa, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Hannah L. Bell, Elizabeth Campbell, J.C. 
Chambers, Alexander H. Graham, and others, citizens of West 
Branch, Cedar County, Lowa, of similar import. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Olympia Brown, Anna M. Mit- 
dlebrook, M. D., Carrie J. Taylor, W. Parker, A. Hunt, and other cit- 
izens of Bridgeport, Fairtield County, Connecticut, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. W. B. Johnson, Hattie L. Button, T. J 
Johnson, M. Wisewell, and others, citizens of Hartford, Connecticut, 
of similar import. ’ 

Also, the petition Mary F. Peck, Sarah S. Wetmore, Aaron San¢- 
ford, T. 8. Peck, and other citizens of Newtown, Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, of similar import. : 

Also, the petition of Emily J. Leonard, Mrs. D. E. Easton, Mr. /. 
C. Lewis, J. H. Chapin, and 257 other ladies and 86 other citizens 0! 
the town of Meriden, New Haven County, Connecticut, of similar 
import. 

Also, the petition of Abbie M. Blatchley, a citizen of Madison, New 
Haven County, Connecticut, of similar import. 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Flora E. Morgat, 
Sara M. P. Holmes, Jesse Holmes, A. P. McNulty, Mary V.8. Cows"; 
and 400 other citizens of West Liberty, Muscatine County, lowa, «! 
similar import. eet 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Sarah F. Earle, 
Harriet C. Earle, Charles C. Drew, Henry W. Brown, and other cit 
zens of Worcester, Massachusetts, of similar import. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of Helen M. 
Archer, Charlotte Blackinton, O. A. Archer, A. A. Smith, and other 
citizens of Blackinton, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, of similar 
import. 
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By Mr. SMALLS: The petition of Annie E. Hunn, Ellen A. Crofut, 
ps] Mvilliams, Abbie W. Christensen, and other citizens of Beau- 
fort, South Carolina, of similar import. 

“RY Mr. WELCH: The petition of Mary J. Hewitt, Hiram Cornell, 

Frankland Strickland, and other citizens of Alexandria, Nebraska, of 
iin ort. 

st the petition of Ursula Nichols, Sarah J. Vanderman, T. A. 

Brunell, M. D., 8. H. Nichols, and other citizens of Ashland, Nebras- 

ka, of similar import. 

\Jso, the petition of B. J. Thompson, Matilda Hendershot, Alice J. 
Ingram, J. H. Boyle, and others, citizens of Hebron, Nebraska, of 

: mils rt. 
= the petition of Mrs. C. C. Kendall, Ellen Fowler, S. B. Fowler, 
p. Gillis, and other citizens of North Bend, Nebraska, of similar 
re the petition of Ada Davis, Lottie Bramhall, Charles Cross, 
Jessio T. Davis, and other citizens of Blair, Nebraska, of similar 


ibe Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petition of Agnes C. Burr, M. 
D., D. C. Ireland, Mrs. C. M. Stowe, David Ingalls, Mrs. M. A. Hanna, 
and other citizens of Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon, of similar 
import. 

eo the petition of Mary A. Danforth, Martha E. Wertz, Bartlett 
Oberchain, W. R. Kincaid, and other citizens of Jackson County, 
Oregon, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Harriet A. Langhrey, Anna W. Martin, W. J. 
Langhrey, Alex. Reid, and other citizens of Amity, Yam Hill County, 
Oregon, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. H. M. McComas, Harriet L. Lewis, Mary 
F. Argensirger, W. B. Challen, and other citizens of Oregon, of simi- 
lar import. 
wh 4 the petition of Lucinda F. Roebstel, Mrs. R. Ladd, M. E. 
Davis, Mary C. Arnold, and other citizens of Le Grand, Union County, 
Oregon, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of W. Leilly Cooke, Fidelia Eddy, Henry Croft, 
W. L. Wade, and other citizeus of Salem, Marion County, Oregon, 
of similar import. 

Also, the petition of H. F. Hendershot, Mrs. W. J. Crenotoel, C. 8S. 
Blakeslee, 8S. Hannah, and other citizens of Cove, Union County, 
Oregon, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Martha L. Minor, Elsie Martin, Ellen Bloom, 
F, M. Mason, G. Chochran, and other citizens of Cove, Union County, 
Oregon, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Araminta Higgins, Eva Stewart, Lee Laugh- 
lin, H. F. Marston, and other citizens of North Yam Hill, Oregon, of 
similar import. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Ebbut, Mary K. Scott, J. A. Ebbut, 
John McCartee, E. H. Smith, and other citizens of Springfield, Lane 
County, Oregon, of similar import. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of Mrs. J. M. Copp, 
Mrs. Rebecca Earle, J. M. Copp, and other citizens of Gunplain, Alle- 
gan County, Michigan, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Lewis C. Harrington, W. J. Dennis, Sarah 
Piper, Mary J. Howard, and other citizens of Breedsville, Van Buren 
County, Michigan, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Maria Lawler, Mrs. L. E. Freyburn, J. P. Law- 
ler, Charles Fisher, Sarah M. Burdick, and other citizens of Charles- 
ton, Sanilac County, Michigan, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Arietta G. Spaulding, Georgie F. Warren, H. 
M. Lincoln, and other citizens of Jonesville, Hillsdale County, Mich- 
igan, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Eunice Moore, Eliza J. Daniels, Pliny Moore, 

Lyman T. Daniels, and other citizens of Hubbardstown, Iona County, 
Michigan, of similar import. 
‘ Also, the petition of Caroline E. Nichols, Lewis A. Nichols, Helen 
H. Ball, E. M. Volkenberg, Mrs. 8. Carpenter, and other citizens of 
Vrangeville and Oregon, Barry and Lapeer Counties, Michigan, of 
siiar lmport. 

Also, the petition of Eliza J. Christie, Cornelia H. Burgess, Louis 
( hristie, Durfee Simmons, and other citizens of London, Michigan, of 
similar import. 

Also, the petition of Sybil Forrar, Mrs. Helen A. Portseen, Jane H. 
Tolbot, Anna T. Rose, and other citizens of Richmond and Lennox, 
Michigan, of similar import. 

The question was then taken upon the motion to adjourn ; and upon 
a division there were—ayes 132, noes 65. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. FRANKLIN called for the yeas and nays. 
re rhe J eas and nays were not ordered, there being upon a division— 

ses =, noes 166; not one-fifth voting in the affirmative. 
th 0 the Jnouon was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o’clock and 
ity minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





n PETITIONS, ETC. 

7 rad following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
_ the rule, and referred as stated: 

villa Re PEAKER : A memorial from Blanton Duncan, of Louis- 

trial’ Uni ucky, forwarding a cepy of the constitution of the Indus- 

and La a of the State of entucky—to the Committee on Education 
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By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of D. Wickersham, and 295 others, 
merchants and citizens of Lllinois, that the duty on sugar and melada 
may be made uniform—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BAKER, of New York: The petition of J. Roberts, manu- 
facturer of knit goods at Oneida, New York, that tariff duties remain 
unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: The petition of 334 citizens of New Albany, 
Indiana, for the remonetization of silver, a uniform legal-tender cur- 
rency, and the repeal of the resumption act—to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN : Papers relating to claim of Mrs. Harriet C. 
Jones, of Kentucky—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of the Good Templars of Manchester, 
New Hampshire, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor tratlic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of 8. C. Baker, manufacturer of card-board at 
Ashland, New Hampshire, that the tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BOUCK: The petition of John E. Williamson, for relief — 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BOYD: Papers relating to the claim of Captain M. L. 
Courtney, Twenty-fifth United States Infantry, for compensation for 
loss sustained by fire at Fort Stockton, Texas, November 17, 1872—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: Papers relating to the claim of H. B. Brown 
for compensation for services as acting secretary of the United States 
legation at Rome, Italy—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of citizens of Audrain County, Mis- 
souri, for areduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURDICK: The petition of Joseph Kogel, manufacturer 
of woolens, at Festina, Iowa, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CANDLER: The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of Georgia, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traftic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CANNON, of Illinois: The petition of citizens of Hammond, 
Illinois, for the remonetization of silver—to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Danville, Llinois, of similar im- 
port—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Missouri: The petition of General James Shields, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CLARK, of lowa: Papers relating to the petition of J. 8. 
Alexander for relief—to the Committee on Military Affuirs. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Davis, for a pension—te the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CONGER: Resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, re- 
monstrating against the reduction of the duty on foreign wools—to 
the Committee of Waysand Means. 

By Mr. CRAVENS: The petition of the bar at Fort Smith, Arkan- 
sas, for the passage of a law to compensate the counsel of poor per- 
sons in the courts of the United States—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: The petition of manufacturers of 
San Francisco, for a modification of the duty on iron lap- welded tubes 
and flues—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Iowa, that a pen- 
sion be granted to Esther H. Schenck—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. DENISON: The petition of J. A. Farnsworth and other 
manufacturers at Saxton’s River, Vermont, that tariff duties remain 
unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: Papers relating to the claim of Lieutenant 
Thomas T. Knox to be relieved from responsibility for certain pub- 
lic funds alleged to have been stolen from him—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, resolutions adopted at a meeting of distillers, rectifiers, and 
wholesale liquor dealers of the fifth congressional district of Tennes- 
see, representing fifty counties, favoring a reduction of the tax on 
spirits—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DOUGLAS: The petition of the mayor and city council 
of Fredericksburgh, Virginia, for an appropriation for the improvg- 
ment of the Rappahannock River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. Sarah 
Spaulding—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. FENN: The memorial of the Legislative Assembly of Idaho 
Territory, for a reduction of the area of the Fort Hall Indian reser- 
vation—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Idaho Territory, for the construc- 
tion of a military road from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. FORNEY: The petition of Willard Warner, manufacturer 
of iron, at Tecumseh, Alabama, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. FORT: The petition of John T. Whitled and 75 others, 
citizens of Iroquois County, Illinois, that no change be made in the 
tariff on flaxseed and linseed-oil—to the same committee. 
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ty Mr. FOSTER: Papers relating to the claim of E. G. De Wolf, 
postmaster at Findley, Ohio, to be reimbursed the amount stolen from 
his oftice by robbers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of William McKelvey, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


by Mr. FRANKLIN: The petition of John A. McDonald and 40 | that the Secretary of the Treasury be required to app! 


other citizens of Kansas City, Missouri, that the duty on flaxseed and 
linseed-oil remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petitions of J. 8. Winslow & Co. and 24 others, 
of Portland; of Reed, Weet & Co. and Charles Comery, of Wald- 
borough > 
Ramsdell and others, of Harrington; of T. J. Sonthard and others, 
of Richmond; of C. T. Pennell and others, of Brunswick; and of 
Henry H. Grant and others, of Searsport, Maine, for reimbursement 
out of the Geneva-award fund for war premiums paid by them—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of Evans Brothers and about 100 
other citizens of Allentown, Pennsylvania, against the repeal of the 
resumption act, and against the passage of an act for an unlimited 
coinage of silver, and the payment of private and public debts for 
less than one hundred cents to the dollar—to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Chardon, Ohio, that a full pension 


be granted to James W. McBride—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 


sions. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Arkansas, that persons of African 
descent in the United States be aided to return to their fatherland— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the United States, for a commission 


of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the same com- | 


mittee, 
By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of John C. Boskin and A. Car- 


roll, mail contractors, for relief—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Brazoria County, Texas, for the 


establishment of a post-route from Highland Station to Sandy Point, | 


Texas—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Matagorda County, Texas, for the 
establishment of a post-route from Brazoria to Hawkinsville, Texas— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of Charles 8. Jones, for indemnifi- 
cation for having been illegally deprived of a Government contract 
in 1873 by W. W. Belknap, at that time Secretary of War—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

sy Mr. GOODE: The petition of J. 8. Ellis, for compensation for 
cotton seized by United States officials—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of the silk hatters of New- 
ark, New Jersey, for a reduction of the duty on hatters’ plushes—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, resolutions of the board of managers of the geological sur- 
vey of New Jersey, favoring an appropriation for the completion of 
the triangulation of the State by the United States Coast Survey— 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of J. A. Sheppard & Co., manu- 
facturers of stoves, at Philadelphia, that tariff duties remain un- 
changed until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: The petition of William A. Meloy, for relief— 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HISCOCK: The petitions of Syracuse Iron Company and 
Sanderson Brothers, manufacturers of steel, at Syracuse, New York, 
and of R. N. Gere, manufacturer of iron, &c., at Geddes, New York, 
that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUMPHREYS: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of 
Leonard L. Lancaster—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. JAMES: The petitions of M. W. Spaulding and other man- 
ufacturers of lumber, at Rensselaer Falls, New York, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: The petition of the presidents 
of the six banks of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, opposing the pass- 
age of the Bland silver bill—to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Pray and 8 other shippers of Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, for reimbursement out of the Geneva-award 
fund for war premiums paid by them—to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

By Mr. KENNA: The petition of J. F. Caldwell, to be exempted 
from competition in the use of a certain invention of his own by 
which railroad rails can be laid on the bottom of a river, and under 
the water, so that there can be transportation over the same without 
interfering with navigation—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. KIMMEL: The petition of Joseph White, and 164 other 
shipwrights, of Baltimore, Maryland, for such legislation as will pro- 
mote ship building in the United States—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


By Mr. LINDSEY: The petition of Erskine & Williams, and other 
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of Seward B. Hume and others, of Eastport; of H. W. | 
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manufacturers of lumber, at Jefferson, Maine, and of Lew 
son & Co., manufacturers of woolens,at Skawhegan, 
tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly iny 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LORING: The petition of Moses H. Gale, of Bra: 
sachusetts, president of the National Workingmen’s Gree 


18 Ander. 
Maine, that 
estigated—to the 


lford, Mas 
nback Party, 
y the surplus 


in the Treasury, when not necessary for the requirements of the (joy. 


| ernment, to the redemption of interest-bearing bonds, and to jsp, 


greenbacks equal in amount to the bonds so redeemed, whiel sj) 


. Mmitic 
on Banking and Currency. 


Also, the petitions of Samuel Roads and 202 other citizens of Pew. 
County; of Joshua P. Small and others, of the same county: ,; 
James M. Dolliver and others, of the same county; and of }}) |) 


i 


Silsbee and others, of Salem, Massachusetts, members of the Eas 


| India Marine Society, for the erection of a light-house on Half Wy 


Rock, on the coast of Massachusetts—to the Committee on Conner, 

Also, the petition of the Supreme Council of the Templars of 
Honor and Temperance of the United States, for a commission of jy. 
quiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committers 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LYNDE: The petition of David March, of Milwaukee, Wis. 
consin, for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MARTIN: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. Lydia \)| 


| ler, of Jefferson County, West Virginia—to the same committee, 


Also, papers relating to the claim of William Lloyd, of Jetierso, 
County, West Virginia—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of William W. Turner, adminis 
trator of Jacob Custer, of Jefferson County, West Virginia—to the 
same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Samuel Ridenour, of Jefferson 
County, West Virginia—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Henrietta B. Lee, for compensation fv 


| the burning of her house by order of General David Hunter—to the 


same committee. 

Also, resolutions of the West Virginia State Grange, relative to 
the sale of leaf-tobacco by the producer to persons other than the 
manufacturer without taking out a license therefor—to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. McCOOK: The petition of Mary Leggett, widow of Robert 
Leggett, late lieutenant-colonel of the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: The petition of Richard H. Fonts, late first 
lieutenant and quartermaster of the Thirty-second Ohio Vojuntee: 
Infantry, that in the settlement of his accounts he be credited with 
amount of a voucher lost—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MORGAN: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. Rebecca 
Hall for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of the Boston Five-Cent Savings- 
Bank, concerning the effect upon depositors of the passage of the 
proposed silver bill—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the memorial and resolution of the Boston Board of Trade, 
against the passage of the proposed silver bill—to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, fifty-one petitions from the druggists of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and other cities and towns of the United 
States, for the repeal of the law requiring stamps on medicines and 
other proprietary articles—to the Committee of Ways and Means. | 

By Mr. MULDROW: Papers relating to the claim of Josiah N. Wal- 
ton, of MonroeCounty, Mississippi—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Daggett, of Pontotoc County, Mis- 
sissippi, for compensation for stores and supplies taken by the United 
States Army during the late war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: Resolutions of the Trenton (New Jersey) Board 
of Trade, favoring the establishment of a department of commerce— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of D. H. Chase and others, for the 
repeal of the charter of the National Capital Insurance Company— 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. POUND: The petition of John Peters and others, manu- 
facturers, of Wausau, Wisconsin, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PUGH: The petition of Mercer Pottery Company, at Tre2- 
ton, New Jersey, of similar import—to the same committee. ; 

By Mr. QUINN: The petition of citizens of Albany, New York, for 
the reduction of the tariff on hatters’ plushes—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REAGAN: The petition of J. M. Casson and others, in be- 
half of the Alabama, Coshattee, and Muscogee Indians, of Polk 
County, Texas—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. ; 

Also, the petition of John Scott and other chiefs and head-men . 
the Alabama, Coshattee, and Muscogee bands of Indians, of Pol 
County, Texas, for aid—to the same committee. ie ; 

By Mr. ROBBINS: Resolutions of the Tobacco Association of Wins- 
ton, North Carolina, favoring a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. : 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts : Papers relating to the claim 
of Peter Dooley—to the Committee of Claims. cs 

By Mr. ROSS: The petition of William King and others, relativ' to 
duties on manufactured cork—to the Committee of Ways and Means 





= 
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factured cork goods remain unchanged—to the same committee. 
“By Mr. SCALES: The petition of the manufacturers of tobacco in 
Reidsv ille, North Carolina, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to 
the same committee. é Boh - , 
By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of W.A. Smith and 171 | 
other citizens, of Rochester, Pennsylvania, and vicinity, for a com- | 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic—to the same 
committee. , c : 
Be Mr. SPRINGER: Papers relating to the claim of Mary E. Owen 
nsion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
ition of William D. Cowan, for a pension—to the same 


Also, the petition of L. H. Lare and others, that the tariff on manu- | 
| 


| 
| 


tor a 

\lso, the pet 
ominittee. 
= Bs Mr. STENGER: The petition of C. W. Able & Son, manufact- 
urers of iron, at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties remain un- 
changed until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 

| Means. 
Bs Mr. STEWART: The petition of E. S. Fallman, manufacturer | 
of Jumber, at Brunswick, Minnesota, of similar import—to the same | 
mmittee. 

(om Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of Crosby Eaton and 
4] others, citizens of Michigan, for an appropriation for the survey | 
of a ship-canal from Lake Michigan to some point on the Detroit 
River—to the Committee on Commerce. é 

Also, resolutions of the Michigan State Grange, favoring the con 
struction of a ship-canal from Lake Michigan to some point on the | 
Detroit River—to the same committee. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of C. A. Young and others, for | 
a change of the location of the Naval Observatory—to the Commit- 
tee on Publie Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: The petition of R. G. Crozier, for 
compensation for property taken by United States soldiers during the 
Mexican war—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of the Union Iron 
Works Company and other manufacturers of iron, &c., at Cleveland, 
Ohio, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investi- 
gated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Cleveland Rolling Mill Company and fifteen 
other firms, that the United States do not consummate reciprocal 
commercial treaties with foreign nations to the prejudice of our own 
country—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of William G. Rose and 450 citizens of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, for the passage of the bill of Mr. Banks to aid willing 
and worthy laborers to go upon and occupy the public domain—to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. VAN VORHES: ‘The petition of Charles B. Sweetland, for 
a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of the Yale Lock Company and 
other lock manufacturers at Stamford, Connecticut, that the tariff 
laws remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of John McGregor | 
& Sons and other boiler-makers of Detroit, Michigan, for moditica- 
tion of the tariff laws, relative to lap-welded flues—to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Michigan, for a reduction of tariff 
duty on hatters’ plushes—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Margaret McCrickett, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Caroline Hawley, of similar import—to the 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Wayne County, Michigan, for the 
passage of a law granting pensions to the soldiers of the Mexican 
war—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the school board of district No. 7, of the | 
village of Dearborn, Wayne County, Michigan, for the donation | 
of lot No. 146, of the subdivision of the Detroit arsenal grounds, | 
= mee purposes—to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
rounds, 

Also, the petition of C. W. Brignell, secretary of the Letter-Car- 
ners’ Association of Grand Rapids, Michigan, relative to the salaries 


¢ aster carriene—$0 the Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post- 
oads, 


By Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York: The petition of Peru Steel and | 


Iron Company, at Clintonville, New York, that the tariff laws remain 
en until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petition of F. H. Poole and 
others, in behalf of the mates of the Navy, that they may be commis- 
Sioned as warrant-officers—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Stewart Sanderson, for an appropriation to 
build steam-rams—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentueky: The memorial of the Tobacco 
Board of Trade of Louisville, Kentucky, for a reduction of the tax on 
Manufactured tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WRIGHT : The petition of Stewart Pearce, late postmaster 


of Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, that he be reimbursed for monsy paid 


| the Senator from Maine? 





a him for a defaulting money-order clerk—to the Committee of 
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IN SENATE, 
TUESDAY, January 15, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. ByRoN SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
STATUE OF GOVERNOR WILLIAM KING, OF MAINE. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I wish to ask of the Senate a brief 
period of time Tuesday morning, one week from this day, immedi- 
ately after the morning hour, in which my colleague and myself may 
be allowed to present the statue of William King, the first contribu- 


| tion of the State of Maine to the National Memorial Hall; and I hope 


the Senate will have the courtesy to allow us that period for that 
purpose. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the proposition of 
The Chair hears none. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate of the 16th of November, 1377, a report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, under date of the 19th ultimo, con- 


| cerning instructions given to Government agents touching the seizure 


of logs, lumber, &c.; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 


| transmitting to Congress the petition of Colonels L. C. Easton and 


Stewart Van Vliet, Lieutenant-Colonels A. R. Eddy, Rufus Saxton, 
J.D. Bingham, A. J. Perry, and H. C. Hodges, praying for restora- 
tion to their proper places upon the Army list; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented resolutions of the Union League 
Club, of the city of New York, adopted at theannual meeting of that 
club held on the 10th day of January, 1878; which were read, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance, as follows: 

Resolved, That this club is opposed to all legislation which will tend to defeat 
resumption of payments on a goid basis, as now provided for by law 

Resolved, That we support the principle of the act of this State of March 22, 
1875, which provides that all taxes levied and contirmed, after January 1, 1879, 


shall be payable in gold or in certificates or notes which are redeemable in gold 
on demand. 

Resolved, That we do not object to silver coin, practically exchangeable for gold, 
being a legal tender for a limited amount, but we do object to silver coin not so 
exchangeable being made an unlimited tender, because it has depreciated; and 
we hold that the national honor and prosperity alike require that the public debt 
shall be paid in gold or its equivalent. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT also presented the memorial of N. W. Mur- 
phy, mayor of the city of Shreveport, Louisiana, praying for the pas- 
sage of an act creating a Federal district court for North Louisiana ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of the mayor of the city of Shreve- 
port, Louisiana, praying for the passage of a bill authorizing the 
erection of a building in that city to be used as a post-otlice and 
place of meeting for the United States courts; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

He also presented the petition of the mayor of the city of Shreve- 
port, Louisiana, praying for the passage of a bill authorizing the 
building of a railroad bridge across the Red River at or near Shreve- 
port, and also a bridge across the Ouachita River at or near Monroe, 


|} Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. MCDONALD presented the petition of Richard T. Horner, of 
Delaware County, Indiana, praying that he may be allowed a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of James H. Barnes and others, 
citizens of South Carolina, praying for an appropriation for the re- 
moval of obstructions from the Great Pee Dee River, and for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the same; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of William Smith, of Barbour 
County, Alabama, praying compensation for property taken by the 
United States during the late war; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Claims. 


He also presented the petition of Mrs. Laura 8. Cowles, of Barbour 
County, Alabama, praying compensation for twenty-five mules taken 
by the United States during the late war ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Laura Cowles, of Barbour 
County, Alabama, praying compensation for sundry property taken 
by the United States during the late war; which was reterred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Martha C. Eford, of Walton 
County, Florida, praying compensation for property taken by the 
United States during the late war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. DORSEY presented the memorial of Coleman Cole, principal 
chief of the Choctaw Indians, remonstrating against the passage of 
the bill (S. No. 107) to enable Indians to become citizens of the 
United States; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of the mayor and council and a large 
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number of citizens of Marianne, Arkansas, praying for an appropri- 
ation for the improvement of the L’Anguille River, in that State ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of A. W. Jerome, manufact- 
urer of flax, of Paxton, Illinois, employing twenty-five workmen ; 
and the petition of 8. L. Bodman, manufacturer of woolens, of Hills- 
borough, Dlinois, employing two hundred workmen, praying that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff 


duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the | 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of the | 


proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical busi- 
ness men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. L. B. Rowe, of Freedom, 
Illinois, praying that she be discharged from the payment of taxes 
on her property or be allowed the right of suffrage; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrat- | 
ing against the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the | 


free coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore its legal- 
tender character; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of Robert Kelley and others, citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any legis- 


lation affecting the duties upon imports which is not based upon a | 


thorough preliminary investigation of details; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Robert Coates and others, citizens 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any legislation 
affecting the duties upon imports which is not based upon a thorough 


preliminary investigation of details; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Alexander Sloan and others, citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying for the remonetization 
of silver ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of James Rollins and others, soldiers 
in the late war, citizens of Bedford County, Pennsylvania, praying 
for an amendment of the pension laws; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I presented on yesterday a memorial of 
bankers, merchants, and business men of Chicago, remonstrating 
against any legislation on the subject of finance in opposition to the 
views of the President and the Secretary of the Treasury. I now beg 
leave to present an additional memoria! by the same class of persons 
praying for the same object. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I also present the petition of two policy- 
holders of the National Capital Life-Insurance. Company, of this 
District, chartered by act of Congress, praying for a repeal of the act. 
The petition states that there is no law of the United States or of 
the District of Columbia by which this institution can be wound up, 
and that it cannot be wound up in any other way than that proposed. 
This is a printed petition, and I suppose other policy-holders are 
sending the same class of petitions. I move the reference of this 
petition to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I also present the memorial of Shepherd 
Wood and others, manufacturers of lumber, &c., of New Windsor, 
Illinois, praying for a judicious revision of the tariff. I move its 
reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented a resolution of the State Grange of 
Michigan, in favor of the construction of a ship-canal across the 
lower peninsula of Michigan; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

He also presented resolutions of the State Grange of Michigan, in 
favor of the passage of an act prohibiting any person from purchas- 
ing in the usual line of his business for his own use, and not for 
sale or barter to another, any improvement to a machine or device 
covered by a patent-right, knowing such improvement to be an in- 
fringement of such patent; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a petition signed by citizens of the 
United States, in which they petition Congress to pass such a law as 
shall enforce the provisions of the act of Congress of July 24, 1866, 
authorizing the United States, for postal, military, and other pur- 
poses, to purchase all the telegraph lines, property, and effects of any 
or all companies acting under the provisions of the act of July 24, 
1866, entitled “An act to aid in the construction of telegraph lines 
and to secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, mili- 
tary, and other purposes.” I move the reference of this petition to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of the Tobacco Board of 
Trade, of Louisville, Kentucky, praying for the reduction of the tax 
= manufactured tobacco; which was referred to the Committee on 

inance. 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petition of Hugh L. W. Brinkley and 
Anne O. Snowden, citizens of eashin Tennessee, praying to be re- 





funded certain rents collected by the Government upon real est: 
| owned by them; which was referred to the Committee on See” 
| Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of Henry H. Lewis, of Balt 
more, Maryland, formerly a lieutenant in the United States Na = 
praying for the removal of his political disabilities; which y,. aa 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. _— 
He also presented the petition of Morris B. Slosson, late of j., 
tery H, First Pennsylvania Reserve Light Infantry, praying { ce 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. ~ “ 
Mr. BOOTH presented the petition of James D. Sarveys. » 
bia, Tennessee, praying for an extension of his patent fo 
provement in carriage-wheels; which was referred to the ( 
on Patents. 
Mr. WINDOM presented the petition of J. H. Gill, praying coy 
pensation for certain valuable inventions ; which was referred to ),, 
Committee on Patents. 


a 
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CENTENNIAL GOVERNMENT RECORD. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Iam directed by the Committee on Foreign Rely. 
lations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 2142) to authorize 
and direct the Seeretary of State to affix the great seal of the United 
States to a certain document therein stated, to report it back fayor. 
ably, and I ask the indulgence of the Senate to put the bill upon its 
passage now. 

The VICE-PRES]JDENT. Is there objection to the present consid. 
| eration of the bill just reported ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let us hear what the bill is. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported at length by the Sec. 
| retary. 

| The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- 
eration of the bill? 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from Vermont [ Mr. Epo NDS] is 
not in his seat, and he made an objection on yesterday, I believe it 
was, to the bill, or at least an inquiry was then made by him. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator will pardon me a moment, the Sen- 
ator from Vermont made an inquiry of me if the United States Goy- 
ernment would be called upon in any way to reimburse thie parties 
for getting up this memorial, or whatever they call it. 1 was not 
then prepared to answer the question as definitely as I am now. | 
am prepared now to say definitely and distinctly that there is no 
sort of charge made, and I can state further the precise mode and 
manner in which they expect to be reimbursed. The document, as 
the Senator from Missouri probably will recollect, (1 think he was 
here in the centennial year,) was very carefully prepared. The sig- 
natures of all the administrators of the United States Governmen 
were gathered; all their original autographs are attached to this 
document. It is to be placed in the State Department, there to be 
kept and preserved, but the parties who have gotten up this docu- 
ment expect to take from it lithographs, fac-similes, which are to lx 
put in the market for sale, and thus they will reimburse themselves. 
It will be a document as time rolls along that will be rich in historic 
interest, and I cannot doubt that they will get amply repaid for th 
labors which they have performed. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Secretary of State 
to affix the great seal of the United States to the document entitled 
| “ The administrators of the United States Government at the begin- 
ning of its second century.” 

Mr. COCKRELL. My recollection is that it was the understanding 
when this volume was being gotten up that it was to be sealed up 
and not opened until the next centennial. I have no objection to 
the bill, however. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the petition of Edwin De Leon, late United States con- 
sul-general in Egypt, praying compensation for judicial services 
rendered while acting as such consul-general as provided for by the 
act of August 10, 1843, reported adversely thereon, and the commit- 
tee were discharged from the further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 484) to authorize the construction of 4 
bridge abutment and approach within the Fort Riley military reset! 
vation reported it without amendment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave ' 
introduce a bill (8. No. 510) to authorize the payment of fees to coub- 
sel for the defense of poor persons in the courts of the United States, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and te 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. : 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 511) authorizing the Arkansas River Travster 
Railway Company to construct a bridge across the Arkansas Riv er 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany 
papers, referred to the Committee on Commerce. ‘ 

e also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to i 
duce a Dill (S. No. 512) in relation to the Pacific Railroads; whic 
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.ad twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Rail- COLVILLE INDIAN RESERVATION. 


Mr. MITCHELL submitted the following resolution; whick was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


was re 


“ae asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 


a bill (8. No. 513) to provide for appeals from the district courts 


duce , am > 4 : sn a Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to transmit to the Senate 
of the United States held at Fort Smith, in the western district of | g copy of the report of the Indian Inspector Watkins, recommending the estab. : 


Arkansas, and at Helena, in the eastern district of A rkansas, to the | lishment of a large Indian reservation or territory in the Colville country for the 
aa sit court of the United States held at Little Rock, in said State, | ¥se os yo - a portion or * reeereatien Indians now on the various re- 
circu . ° a a ai. ,. | Servations in the State of Oregon and in the Territories of Washington and Idaho, 
und for other Purposes ; which wae read twice by its title, and re together with sach recommendations as the Secretary o 0 a ‘ : 
; ’ the Judiciary - retary of the Interior may deem 
ferred to the oe on ked oe me vere proper to make in reference to such proposition 
E ris inoi y himous consent obtainec 

Mr, DAVIS, of Illinois, asked, and by una 1 1 . y oe Z P “= 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 514) to promote immigration to the JOHN RAY AND WILLIAM L. MC’MILLEN. 
United States, and for the protection of immigrants; which was| Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following resolution ; which was re- 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. | ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections: 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is hereby, directed to pay 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 515) for the relief of Mrs. Laura S. Cowles; | out of the contingent fund of the Senate full compensation and mileage as Sena- 


‘ ie : itle ‘ ittee | tors to John Ray and William L. McMillen for the unexpired term of WiLL1aM P. 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Kx11060 in the Forty-second Congress. P 


‘ 8. 
“a as asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 
introduce a bill (8. No. 516) for the relief of Mrs. Laura 8S. Cowles ; Mr. MORRILL. I desire to offer an amendment to the resolugion 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on | of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MATTHEWS. ] 
Claims. The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported. 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to amend the resolution of Mr. 
duce a bill (S. No. 517) for the relief of Mrs. Martha C. Eford; | MATrHEws, introduced December 6, 1877, by inserting previous to 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on | the first line of the preamble as follows: 

Claims. 2 , Whereas by an act to provide for the payment of outstanding Treasury notes, 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- | &c., approved March 2, 1861, it was provided that ‘‘it shall be at the option of 
duce » bill (8. No. 518) for the relief of William Smitha; which | frie stock herein avthorized, st par or bonds, fa lien of whick: salt Treamare 
was wed cae Tee ees ee ee. notes were insned,” and this onlin would be more appropriately restored than 

Mr. SPENC . esi oO y e 8 that | any other; an 
I introduced them by request, the parties being constituents of mine. _ Whereas it was provided by an act approved prey 25, 1862, when duties on 

Mr. SPENCER algo asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, | inPistue of United States notes, und for tho redesaption and funding thereof, asa 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 519) to extend, facilitate, and cheapen for funding the floating debt of the United States,” that ‘‘all duties on inapereed 
land and water transportation of freights and passengers, and to goats shall be paid in coin or in notes payable on demand heretofore authorized to 
promote industry and labor without further appropriation of public | be issued and by law receivable in payment of public duties, and the coin so paid 
roperty or inerease of public debt; which was read twice by its shall be set apart as a special fund, and shall be applied as follows : First, to the 
proper) I . ? ° 7 payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and hotes of the United States. Second 
title, and referred to the Committee on Railroads. to the purchase or payment of 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the United States, 
Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to | to be made within each tiscal year after the Ist day of July, 1862, which is to be 
introduce a bill (S. No. 520) to authorize the claimants to certain | set apart as a sinking fund, and the interest of which shall in like manner be ap- 
lands in Santa Barbara County, California, to submit their claim to | plied to the purchase or payment of the public debt, as the Secretary of the Treas- 
the United States district courts for that State for adjudication ; | ‘““’ ett 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on It is proposed to amend also by inserting after the first paragraph 
Private Land Claims. of the preamble to the resolution the following words : 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, ! By the same act, ‘to strengthen the public credit,” it was provided that the 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 521) for the relief of James D. Sar- | United States also solemnlypledges its faith to make provision at the earliest prac- 
ven; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- | ticable period for the redemption of the United States notes in coin; and. 





mittee on Patents. It is further proposed to amend the third paragraph of the pream- 
Mr. HOAR. I ask leave without previous notice to introduce a | ble by adding at the end thereof the following words: 

bill. I know nothing of the character of the bill; I introduce it by By the same act, to “ provide for the resumption of specie payments,” when gold 

request. coin was the only legal-tender coinage for all sums above §5, it was | yee that— 
By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. | “On and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury 


ye : ; - : ° : : shall redeem, in coin, the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding, on 
No. 522) for the relief of Ira Gill; which was read twice by its title, | their yrosentetion for redemption at the oftice of the assistant treasurer of the 


and referred to the Committee on Patents. | United States in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50 ;"” and, 
Mr. WINDOM (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 523) for the relief of William 
C. Dodge; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee en Patents. 
He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 524) for the relief of Jabez H. Gill; 


oa was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on | 
atents, 


It is proposed further to amend by inserting in the fourth para- 
graph of the preamble, before the word “ Therefore,” as follows: 

Such silver dollars being on the I4th of July, 1870, valued at more than standard 
| gold dollars, and being valued on the 14th day of January, 1878, at only 90.3 cents. 

It is further proposed to amend the resolution by striking out the 
words “are payable” and insert in lieu thereof the words “will be 
payable if the silver bill shonld become the law of the land.” 

He also asked, and by unani 7 tee tian ttt And also to amend the last line but one of the resolution by strik- 
dace a Bil (A Me bas y unanimous consent odtaied, leave to IntTo- | ing out the word “is” and inserting in lieu thereof the word “ if.” 
: at P nut (8. 0. 525) for the restoration of wages = the Govern- | “And also to amend by adding after the word “creditor” the 
nent Printing Office; which was read twice by its title, and referred | y rag «will be detrimental to the economical interests of the Gov- 
“a i ee ee ernment and people.” 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to | ya vICe-pPRESIDENT These several ame , rill be pri 
introduce a bill (8. No. 526) mashing a pension to James McDonald ; ‘vw leans. Thesssoveral smendaents will be print 


: Q : A . | ed and lie upon the table, subject t e call of the Senator from 
— was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on | ‘Wnmaan ie upon the table, subject to the call o i ; 
’ensions. : 


Mr. MORRILL. A single word, Mr. President. In the long recital 
: - ; ; ; : of the re i i the gentlem: io [Mr. Ma‘ Ws S 
introduce a bill (§. No. 527) granting a pension to Morris B. Slosson ; of the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] there 


which was re *s -/ oS. esti oa i. | seems to have been a strange omission of some of the statutes, I sup- 
Pensions ad twice by its title and referred to the Committee on | pose entirely inadvertently. I hope that the Senator from Ohio will 


Mr. MCMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave pe efinoveee — and not subject me to the trouble of moving 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 528) to authorize the Worthington and | Sia rae 
Sioux Falls Railroad Company to extend its road into the Territory CRO MIRSTIA CLAIMS. 
of Dakota, to the village of Sioux Falls; which was read twice by Mr. THURMAN. If the morning hour is through, I call up the 


Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 


its title and referred to the Committee on Railroads. resolution which I ofiered yesterday. I wish to modify it when it is 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. taken up. nes ra , , 
On motion of Mr. KELL : The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be reported for the 
Ordered, Th - “LLOGG, it was information of the Senate. 


at the petition and papers of Isaac Bloom be taken from the files| Mr, THURMAN. 


and refe i ‘ai 
ne te Commatenen Claims. the word “the,” the first word in the last paragraph, and inserting 
— DISPOSITION OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. “and whether ;” and after the word “ three,” in the same paragraph, 
onaiaare ORD submitted the following resolution; which was | by striking out “to” and inserting “if reported should ;” so as to 
hsidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: obviate all ambiguity that is supposed to exist in the resolution as 
of molved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform the Senate | Suggested by the Senator from New York, and make it clearly a mere 


eee of the Government bonds sold since March 4, 1861, giving the | matter of inquiry and not mandatory. I ask the Secretary to read it 

fe of each each issue, with its date thus sold, the net amounts received from the as modified. 
Paid any sy. aon and the currency ix which the same was paid. Also the amount The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
¥ syndicate, person or persons for placing the same on the market or for . > Fa bws: 


§ the same, and in what currency they were paid. Resowed, That the Committee on Military Affairs are bereby instructed to in- 


I have modified the resolution by striking out 
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quire whether any, and, if any, what, legislation is necessary or expedient for the 
ollowing purposes aie \ ate : 

First. I'o increase the annual appropriation for arming and equipping the mili 
tia of the States and Territories to correspond with the increase in population 
since the passage of the act of A. D, 1808, such increase to take immediate effect. 

Secoud. To enable the proper accounting officer to take up for settlement and 
to settle the twentieth installment of the Ohio war claims, referred to in the gov- 
ernor’s letter. 

Third. Toauthorize the proper officer to credit this State with the difference be- 
tween what the arms drawn by Governor Tod were charged at and what they were 
sold for 

And whether bills for the settlement of items 2 and 3, if reported, should be so 
drawn as to allow the State to draw ordnance and ordnance stores, camp and gar- 
rison equipage, cooking utensils, overcoats, blankets, &c., in liquidation of any 
balance dne the State, such stores being necessary to properly arm and equip the 
national guard for service and camp duty ; and that said committee report by bill 
or otherwise, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. As thus modified, will the Senate agree 
to the resolution ? 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish to make an observation about the resolu- 
tion, not, I beg to assure the Senator, to do it any harm or to interfere 
with it. As changed I see no reason why it should not be adopted; 
I suppose it will be of course; but I allude to it to show that the sit- 
uation of the State of New York in the respect referred by the resolu- 
tion is quite similar to that, and in some respects quite as meritorious, 
to say the least, as the claim of the State of Ohio. I have received 


communications, one of them this morning since the session of the | 


Senate began, from those who, seeing this resolution offered, sup- 
posed it might be important to couple with it some reference to the 
State of New York. Supposing that the Senator from Ohio will pre- 
fer.to have his resolution stand by itself and go by itself, I refrain 
from offering an amendment such as has been suggested to carry also 
the same inquiry to the committee touching my own State. I make 
this statement merely for the purpose of saying that I will, when IJ 
am furnished with the requisite data, such as have been furnished 
to the Senator from Ohio, offer a resolution similar to this for an in- 
quiry in the other instance to which I have referred. Of course, I 
can see no objection to this resolution or I should not propose to 
adopt the same course in regard to my State. 

Mr. MORRILL. I would inquire whether the Senator from Ohio 
has any objection co making the resolution general. I am sure there 
are some other States which are similarly situated. I know my own 
is, and I should be very glad to have the same inquiry extended to 
all the States that are similarly situated. I see no objection to that. 

Mr. THURMAN. If my attention had been called to that matter 
I would have endeavored to frame a general resolution on the subject. 
But my attention was not called to it, andthe subjects to which the 
second and third points in the resolution refer, and which are special 
to Ohio, are so clearly stated in a letter from the governor of that State 
and in a letter from the adjutant-general of that State, which were 
my guides in drafting this resolution and in some respects are pecu- 
liar to that State, that when the Senator from New York on my left 
(Mr. KERNAN ] said to me this morning that New York stood in per- 
haps a similar condition in some respects, upon a little conference he 
agreed with me, as the Senator on my right [Mr. CONKLING] has 
just said, that perhaps each State had its own peculiar circumstances, 
and it might not be better to attempt now a general resolution. I 
hope this resolution, which is merely of inquiry, will pass, and then 
if any Senator will frame a general resolution I shall most cheer- 
fully vote for it. 1 want this resolution, however, to pass, and I 
wish to send to the committee the papers that I have on that sub- 
ject. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have listened to what the Senator from Ohio has 
said, but I do think that a general resolution is the most appropri- 
ate one. It is true that the condition of the States may vary some- 
what; but I think if you will take now the Senator’s own resolution 
and insert, for the “State of Ohio,” “ the respective States,” it would 
answer as a general resolution. It would bring the subject before 
the committee in relation to every other State, and that committee 
would analyze and dissect the various questions as they were pre- 
sented to them. In that way the resolution would bring the whole 
subject before the committee ; a very few words would do it; and 
then the proper evidence would have to be furnished in each case to 
enable the committee to act. I think if the Senator will simply 
insert the words “ the States respectively,” it will make it a general 
resolution. Will it not? 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not think it will. There are some particu- 
lars stated in the governor’s letter and in the letter of the adjutant- 
general in the case of Ohio which are singular. For instance, this 
authorizes * the proper accounting officer to take up for settlement 
the twentieth installmentof the Ohio warclaims referred to in the gov- 
ernor’s letter.” I understand the only reason why that is not settled 
is that some legislation is necessary in order to enable the Depart- 
ment to pay the money; and that is peculiar to Ohio as I under- 
stand. Again: 


Third. To authorize the proper officer to credit this State with the difference 
between what the arms drawn by Governor Tod were charged at and what they 


were sold for. 

I do not know whether the cirenmstances that give rise to that in- 
quiry are general or singular. The facts were, as I understand, 
something like these: at the breaking out of the war Ohio was sup- 
plied with a parcel of old Harper's Ferry muskets and one thing and 
another, a sort of obsolete arms; in the hurry there then was for 


arming troops, as part of her quota, and afterward by directio, f 
the War Department, on the application of Governor Tod, those md . 
were sold, when they were replaced by improved arms, but they w = 
charged to the State at the old price. I think the mus aoe 
am not sure about that—were charged as high as twelve 
dollars, and they were sold for a very much less sum th 
fact they were entirely displaced by the superior arms. 

Another item here is this: the governor and the adjutant- 
ask that if anything shall be found due to Ohio on the subject of 
arms, they may be allowed to draw ordnance and ordnance Stores 
camp and garrison equipage, cooking utensils, overcoats, blankets 
&e., in liquidation of such balance, and the reason is that such stores 
would assist them to properly arm and equip the National Guard {o; 
service and camp duty. We have a militia system in Ohio that is 
called the National Guard, composed of some very efficient military 
companies, and who did very efticient service in preserving the 
peace of the State last summer. The State takes a great deal of pride 
in these companies. What is wanted is such arms, munitions, imple- 
ments, and equipage as may be necessary to make that body st) 
more effective, for it is a body growing every day. It is for tha: 
reason that the State wants the option that is suggested in the lag 
clause or paragraph of this resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In order that this resolution may do similar jus. 
tice, if it turns out to be justice—— : 
| Mr. THURMAN. Is the Senator aware that I have moiditied jt 
that there is no question about its being mandatory ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Perfectly. I went to the Clerk’s desk and saw 
that when I came in. But if this be justice to the State of Ohio- 
and about that, of course, I have no opinion—then certainly there are 
a great many other States (and the State of Vermont is one) that jy 
respect of some of the heads of this instruction stand in the same 
light. Therefore I move to amend, not to disturb the point the Sen- 
ator from Ohio has stated but to add at the end the following words: 

And that said committee make the same inquiry respecting the other States of 
the Union that furnished troops in aid of the Government during the late rebellion 

Mr. THURMAN. I accept that; but the amendment should cone 
in before the words “and that said committee report by bill or other- 
wise.” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, let those words be transposed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified, 

Mr. MERRIMON. It strikes me that im that resolution there is a 
discrimination against certain States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There is. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I should like to know why that discrimination 
is made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will state the reason, Mr. President, that oper- 
ates on my mind. It is that I have no present intention, if I can 
help it, of paying the States that did not furnish troops in aid of 
the Government in suppressing the rebellion for the expenses incurred 
in doing it. That is my reason. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I do not understand that this resolution raises 
a question of that sort. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido. 

Mr. MERRIMON. My understanding is that the object of this 
resolution is to inquire into the condition of the militia in the sev- 
eral States and the relation of the Federal Government to the mili- 
tia in order that such proper action may be taken as will put it in 
a position to be useful. 

Mr. CONKLING. That, if the honorable Senator wil! allow me, is 
embraced in the first member of the resolution; but the amendment 
which the Senator from Vermont has offered relates to the two subse- 
quent clauses, namely the claims and credits due to the States. So 
the amendment does not affect the point to which the Senator from 
North Carolina is speaking. 

Mr. THURMAN. The first clause stands by itself. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator from New York has stated the point 
exactly. 

Mr. MERRIMON. With that understanding I have no objection 
to it; but I do not want any distinction made on any matter wher 
we ought to be upon terms of equality now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So say I, nor at any other time do I want any dis- 
tinction made where we ought to be on terms of equality; but Lam 
not willing to instruct the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire 
whether any settlement ought to be made of any expenses that the 
State of North Carolina was at during the rebellion. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Nor do I, sir,—nothing of that sort. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I think the distinction made in my amend 
| ment is quite appropriate. The point to which the Senator trom 
| North Carolina was addressing himself about arms for the militias 
| in the first resolution of the Senator from Ohio, and is not contined 1) 

the print to the State of Ohio at all. It is general. 
Mr. MERRIMON. Probably I did not understand it original! 
Mr.EDMUNDS. And being general it would be open to some ue~ 
tion whether settlements for arms ought to be made with the Souther 
| States on exactly the same terms as with the Northern States. 
| Whether the Southern States are entitled to fill up the r quota”! 
arms which they did not get during the four years of the wat would 
be open to very serious question ; but I make no question about It 
now so far as a mere inquiry 
Mr. MERRIMON. I should like to have the resolution reported. 
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The VI ‘E-PRESIDENT. It will be read at length. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


That the Committee on Military Affairs are hereby instructed to in- 
re sper any, and, if any, what, legislation is necessary or expedient for the 
nep yOS8eS : ‘ 
—— ‘ is rease the annual appropriation for arming and equipping the militia 
Pe States and Territories to correspond with the increase in population since 
«of the act of A. D. 1808, such increase to take immediate effect. 
| To enable the proper accounting oflicer to take up for settlement and to 
‘). twentieth installment of the Ohio war claims, referred to in the gov- 
ster 


hes 
i 





Thi 7 To authorize the proper officer to credit this State with the difference be- 


tween what the arms drawn by Governor Tod were charged at and what they 


re sold for 
oe - cer bills for the settlement of items 2 and 3, if reported, should be so 
rawn as to allow the State to draw ordnance and ordnance stores, camp and 
quipage, cooking utensils, overcoats, blankets, &c., in liquidation of any 
balance due the State, such stores —— necessary to properly arm and equip 
the pational guard for service and camp ¢ uty; and that said committee make the 
same inquiry respecting the other States of the Union that furnished troops in aid 
of the Government during the late rebellion; and that said committee report by 
pill or otherwise. 


Mr. DAWES. I move to amend by inserting after the words “ fur- 





nished troops,” the words “ or other war defenses.” There are States | 


that have claims upon the General Government for defenses that did 
not arise from the furnishing of troops, such as the defense of harbors 
and the erecting of forts, and the like. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts that 
if he will look at the resolution the words “ furnished troops” are 
only descriptive of the States, not descriptive of the nature of the 
claims Which may be made. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to hear it read again. I listened for 
that very purpose. ° 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be again reported. 

Mr. DAWES. Only the latter part of the resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


And that said committee make the same inquiry respecting the other States of | 


the Union that furnished troops in aid of the Government during the late rebellion. 

Mr. DAWES. It depends upon what the inquiry is in reference to 
the State of Ohio; and the inquiry in reference to the State of Ohio 
is confined, it seems to me—but I am not certain about it—to the 
furnishing of troops or something of that kind. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it covers all war claims. 

Mr. DAWES. If it covers all war claims, very well. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the Secretary read that branch which speaks 
of the claims of the State of Ohio. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read as requested. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Second. To enable the proper accounting officer to take up for settlement and to 
settle the twentieth installment of the Ohio war claims referred to in the governor's 
letter 

Mr. DAWES. I donot know what the “ twentieth installment” is 
or what its character may be; but this confines the other States to 
precisely that same kind of claim which is covered by installment 
No, 20 of the Ohio war claims. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no objection to the Senator’s amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. It has been suggested by the Senator from New York 
[Mr. CONKLING] that if the words “and credits” were inserted after 
“claims” that would make it clear. I think the Senator may be 
right, and if there be no objection to putting those words in they will 
be satisfactory. What I desire is that there may be a general settle- 
ment. Isuppose the Senator from Ohio desires the same thing, and 
that it may not be confined to any particular class of claims. What- 
ever claim any one of the States has which is just and due and ought 
to be settled, it should have the same advantage under this resolution 
that these particular claims are to have. If the Senator from New 
York or the Senator from Ohio while at the desk will put it in that 
form it will satisfy me. 

Mr. THURMAN, What amendment does the Senator propose ? 

Mr. DAWES. I propose such an amendment as will cover claims 
of the States growing out of any other matter than the mere furnish- 
ing of troops, like the protection of the New York Harbor, or Boston 
Harbor, or the harbor of Philadelphia. 

Mr. THURMAN. But what are the words the Senator proposes to 
put in, and where does he propose to insert them ? 

Mr. DAWES. “Or other war defenses,” I used. I do not know 
whether that is proper, but «t expresses the idea. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator from Massachusetts will indulge 
me a moment, I venture to make this suggestion: the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont reads thus: 
aon, ap wey committee make the same inquiry respecting the other States of 

ion that-furnished troops in aid of the Government during the late rebellion. 


Now, if after the word “ respecting” the Senator will adopt the 


r le + > . : ° ° 
words * the war claims and credits,” so that it will read, “the same 


inquiry respecting the war claims and credits of the other States of 
the | nion,” &e, 


Mr. THURMAN, I accept that. 
Mr. DAWES. That will answer. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so modified. 





Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr, President, I do not understand exactly | 


—_ is inciuded under the term “war claims;” and these general pro- 
a to provide for a settlement of “ war claims,” without any detini- 
“as to what those claims may be may open a very wide door. I 
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think, therefore, that there ought to be some declaration of what 
class of claims are included under this general term “ war claims.” 
Otherwise you may have applications for the allowance of every 
character of claim that was incurred during the war. In my opinion 
we ought to guard by some declaration what sball be included under 
that general term which should guard against the introduction of a 
vast array of claims which ought not to be paid. 

Mr. DAWES. I call the attention of the Senator from Delaware 
to the fact that it is State claims, and not individual claims, which 
are referred to. Will not that relieve it of the just and proper ap- 
prehension which is in the mind of the Senator from Delaware ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. There were a great many expenditures in- 
curred by the States during the war. ‘The State in which I have the 
honor to reside, and in part to represent, incurred a very heavy State 
debt because of the existence of the war, and if other States are to 
be indemnified for their outlay for the purposes of arming troops or 
clothing military companies, then I apprehend that the State which 
I have the honor in part to represent has as just a claim in equity 
and in law. It is only to guard against the presentation, under this 
general term, of claims which ought not to be paid, that I have made 
these suggestions. ‘“‘ War claims” is a very general term; and with- 
out any Cetfinition as to what is included under that term we may 
have here a vast amount of indebtedness presented against the Goy- 
ernment. 

Mr. DAWES. I concur with the apprehension of the Senator from 
Delaware very much indeed, but I do not think there can be any 
danger in the use of these terms. To begin with, the term “ war 
claims by the States” is a term recognized in the statutes of the 


United States, and cannot cover any such broad idea as the Senator 


from Delaware has in his mind. They are claims upon the United 
States recognized, about which there is no dispute, It is only the 
delay in ascertaining what they are and in making appropriations to 
pay them, that is the cause of such a resolution, and I suppose these 
are the claims that the Senator from Ohio had in his mind in refer- 


| ence to the State of Ohio. 


Mr. THURMAN. The Government has paid nineteen installments, 
and here is the twentieth. 

Mr. DAWES. Allascertained. Those that I had in my mind in refer- 
ence to New York Harbor and Boston Harbor are ascertained and liqui- 
dated at the Department. It issettled that there is so much due, but 
there has been no appropriation made for payment, and the matter 
ought to be hastened along as well as the claims from Ohio; but 
there never should be anything so broad as to cover that which the 
Senator from Delaware is so properly desirous of guarding against. 
Further, this is only an inquiry as to what legislation is necessary. 
It does not commit anybody to any claim, it only furnishes a basis 
for inquiry on the part of the committee. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. The expenditures that were made by the States 
prior to the time that their troops entered the service of the United 
States in the field have already been adjusted by the Government of 
the United States, and, as a rule, payments have been made to the 
States on all claims which should properly be allowed. After the 
troops came into the service of the United States, of course they were 
supported, clothed, paid, and armed by the Government. I take it 
that the object of this resolution is mainly to adjust the accounts 
touching the arms; in other words, to adjust the accounts with the 


| Ordnance Department. There are claims that the Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts now speaks of which have not been covered by any appro- 
priation, not been recognized by any law, and these claims are such 
as the expenses of the State in military work for the protection of 
New York Harbor, Boston Harbor, &c. Up to this time these things 
have never been allowed, but I take it every State in the Union has 
already had its settlement with the United States, and had its accounts 
paid, so far as relates to the expenses of the State in organizing and 
equipping troops. I think I am correct in saying that has been done 
already. Iam quite sure it isso in reference to all the Eastern 


| States, and I think it is so in reference to the Western States as well. 


Therefore it seems to me there are no accounts properly speaking to 
be inquired into except the accounts of the Ordnance Department, 
such as those referred to by the Senator from Massachusetts, and 1 
should very much object to any resolution which would give any 
authority for the settlement of those accounts myself, without fur- 
ther investigation, with the present knowledge I have on the subject. 
I take it the accounts are adjusted, and if we can settle the matter 
with the Ordnance Department, which is contemplated by the Senator 
from Ohio, that I think will properly wind up the subject. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. [ask leave to lay on the table and have referred 
to the committee charged with the inquiry in the resolution just 
passed the papers to which I have referred, a letter from the gov- 
ernor of Ohio and another from the adjutant-general of that State. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. They will take that reference. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is what I desire. 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. There 
comes over as unfinished business from the session of yesterday the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] in re- 


| gard to the payment of the public debt in silver, on which the Sena- 


} 


tor from Indiana [Mr. VooRHEES] is entitled to the floor 
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EI a nearer, 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, I yield tothe Senator from Ohio. | 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Mr. President, the Senator from Indiana has | 
the floor for the purpose to-day of speaking to the resolution which 
he introduced some time since, and in order to enable him to do that | 
[ am willing to informally lay aside the resolution which I had the | 
honor to introduce and which has been the subject of the discussion 
up to this time, of course doing so without giving way to any other 
business until that resolution can be disposed of. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That may be done, the Senate assenting 
to the arrangement. Is there objection ? 

Mr. BAYARD. What is the arrangement proposed ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is that the resolution of the Senator 


from Ohio be temporarily,laid aside that that introduced by the | 


Senator from Indiana may be considered. 

Mr. CONKLING. Laid aside informally for the convenience of | 
the Senator from Indiana. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Solely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Subject to a call for the regular order. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I wish further, before taking my seat, to say 
that the debate on the resolution which I have introduced has been 


unexpectedly prolonged, and that I am very desirous of having it | 
brought to a conclusion within reasonable limits, and for that pur- 


pose I desire this morning to state that on next Monday I shall ask 


| who, finding a monstrous evil imbedded in the laws of the 


| nlently it may have crept into our statutes, good faith, in the ex 


| the dreary centuries of the past, have grown uneasy in their bond 
| and struggled against their fetters, they have been fiercely rem; 





the Senate to take a vote on the resolution and the pending amend- 
ments. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Indiana. 


CREDIT OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. VOORHEEs on the 13th of Decem- 
ber, 1877, was read. 
Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, on the 13th of December I had 
the honor to introduce in this body the followiug resolution: 
Resolved, That it is of the highest importance that the financial credit of the 
Government be maintained, and, in order to do so, the Government itself, in all 


its departments, should in good faith keep all its contracts and obligations entered 
into with its own citizens 


And in pursuance of a notice then given I now call it up for the 
purpose of discussing the subject to which it relates. 

The agitation of the question of finance has continued without a 
moment’s intermission from the commencement of our present sys- 
tem until this hour. Nor is it likely to cease for many years to 
come. In fact it will never cease until the people are satisfied that 
our vast debt is in process of extinction upon principles of justice to 
tax-paying labor, or until, on the other hand, they are subjugated 
into silent submission and the Government itself becomes changed 
in spirit and form into a moneyed aristocracy. It may be that this 
latter alternative is to overtake us. There are dark and plentiful 
omens in our recent history indicating such a conclusion, and there 
is a numerous and powerful class in our midst who believe, as Alex- 
ander Hamilton declared, that the British government, on this as 
well as on other points, is the best ever devised by the wisdom of 
man. Those entertaining this opinion have thus far triumphed in 
the financial legislation of the United States and the time has now 
arrived when their victories must be reversed or soon this Govern- 
ment will cease to be republican and the people no longer be free. 

The policy of this victorious interest in this country, as in all others, 
has been vigilant for opportunities of greed and gain, and aggres- 
sive in appropriating them to its own advantage. In its tenacious 
pursuit of this policy it has during the last sixteen years pressed its 
cruel and unjust demands upon the American people in a variety of 
shapes. Just now it assumes a manner swollen with arrogance, 
haughty, detiant, and filled with insolence toward all opponents. 
Those who are ranged on the side of grasping wealth affect a high 
disdain for such as choose to remember that labor has rights which 
this Government is called upon to protect. There seems to be an im- 
mense sneer on the face of sordid, inactive capital, as if its pretensions 
were beyond the criticism of ordinary mortals. Itsadvocates outside 
of Congress do not condescend, as a general thing, to argument at all. 
Denunciation is now their principal weapon. There isno epithet how- 
ever base, no insinuation however infamous that is not of daily use 
against all who dare to differ in opinion with them. A curious spectacle 
is presented on this subject by a large portion of the eastern press, here 
and there aided by a newspaper in the West. Their columns reek from 
day to day with clamorous abuse of all who venture to believe as I do 
that, to a great extent, our whole financial system is an organized crime 
against the laboring, tax-paying men and women of the United States. 
Those who think as I do that a great work of financial reform is 
demanded in order to secure the people from slavery in fact, if not 
in name, are denounced in the same spirit, and in the exact language 
with which every old criminal abuse in government, throughout all 
history, has sought to paralyze the work of reformation and beat 
back the tide of human progress. Wherever in the annals of the 
human race unholy avarice has built its strongholds and privileged 
classes have intrenched themselves; wherever superstition has held 
the human mind in bondage for the benefit of spiritual tyrants; 
wherever man in any way has had unlawful mastery over his fellow- 
man and gathered in what belonged to another, there the same cry 
which we now hear bas always been raised against any intrusion or 
disturbance of established and venerable iniquity. Nor does the 


parallel stop here. The great plea of the present hour fo 


. -". : . . r the ¢ n- 
tinuation of wrong and injustice is that good faith requires om 


it. Those 
: t ~ : : IT country, 
wish to eradicate it by peaceful legislation are at once and wit) the 
utmost fury assaulted as violators of the public faith, enemies of the 


| national honor, and worse if possible than common swindlers It 


matters not how deep and burning the outrage may be or how fraud- 
mation of those who profit by the outrage, requires it to remain thers 
forever, though it should aid day by day the ghastly work of yy n 
that now pervades theland. When the peasantry of France, jy 17~9 
worn out with the extortions of five centuries, arose against kiyy 


‘ 
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priests, and nobles, they were told that they were breaking the f4i 


| of the nation which had been pledged a thousand times for thei; 


silent submission to any wrong, in —— or property, however horri- 
ble or indescribable. Whenever the starving people of Ireland, jy 


age 


nded 


that the good faith of England is solemnly pledged to maintain ey. 
isting laws and perpetual abuses. 

Sir, this plea, so loud now in our ears, has been invoked in behalf 
of every wickedness that ever cursed the world. The usurper jn. 
vokes it to protect the throne he has stolen, as soon as he is seated. 
The tyrant invokes it to shelter his prerogative, and his nobility jp 
turn invoke it in order to live in ease and splendor off the labor of 
others. It is my purpose on this occasion, however, to show what 
the obligations of good faith require of us on the great question of 
our finances, and to arraign those who have systematically broken jt 
whenever their interest promp:sd them to doso. It is my purpose 
also to show that while it is of the highest importance to maintain 
our financial credit, it can only be done by the Government keeping 
all its contracts and obligations with itsown citizens. This issue has 
been presented of late in a manner 60 persistent and offensive, espe- 
cially to western men and western interests, that it shall now be met 
as far as my humble capacity enables me to meet it. 

Sir, I appeal to the history of our financial legislation. I challenge 
its solemn records for judgment against the actual repudiators of 
national faith and honor. Its pages contain the facts, the immutab): 
facts, from which the future historian will judge this question. Let 
us candidly review them. The act of February 25, 1862, is the begin 
ning of our bonded debt. The precious metals were found to be wu 
equal to the emergency of war. Specie payments were abandoned as 
soon asthe hour of trial came, and gold and silver cowered in th: 
rear, while the legal-tender dollar went to the front with the tla 
and staid there. I was among those who doubted our right to issue 
it, but experience has shown it the best money, all things considered, 
that ever circulated on American soil. By this act of February, I-02, 
and by similar legislation at subsequent periods, every bond issued 
by the Government which did not on its face stipulate for payment 
in coin was made payable by the express words of law in legal-tender 
notes. It was plainly written in the statute that these notes, now 
known as greenbacks, ‘shall be receivable in payment of a!! taxes, 
internal duties, excise, debts, and demands of every kind due to the 
United States, except duties on imports; and of all claims and de- 
mands against the United States of every kind whatever, except for 
interest upon bonds and notes, which shall be paid in coin; and shall 
also be lawful money and a legal tender in payment of all debts, 
public and private, within the United States, except duties on im- 
ports and interest as aforesaid.” 

This simple, explicit, and at the same time comprehensive enact- 
ment guaranteed to the American people the right to pay three-fourths 
of their national debt in national currency. It was the law of the 
contract when all the 5.20 bonds, amounting to over fifteen hundred 
millions, were purchased from the Government by the bondholders, 
and paid for in this currency at par, when it was quoted at from 4) 
to 60 per cent. below par in coin. Every one understood the law to 
be as I have stated it at the time of its passage. In fact the great 
struggle then was whether even the interest on the bonds I have men- 
tioned should be paid in coin. The act of February 25, 1562, first 
passed the House without any provision at all for the coin payment 
of interest. That feature of the law was attached here in the Senate 
as an amendment, and when the act, thus amended, was returned to 
the House a violent conflict at once arose. An examination of th 
Congressional Globe for the second session of the Thirty-seveuth Con- 
gress, at pages 821 and 900, will show that both Mr. Spaulding, of New 
York, and Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, the leading members of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and one its chairman, united in de- 
nouncing the Senate amendment in the bitterest and severest terms 
They contended in stern and determined language that even the pay- 
ment of interest in coin was an odious and unjust discrimination 18 
favor of the bondholder and against the soldier, the sailor, aud the 
citizen, who were compelled to receive the legal-tender currency, 
greatly depreciated by this very discrimination. 

No one by a single word in that entire debate made the slightest 

yretense or intimation that the principal of the bonds was payable 
in coin. During the full term of seven eventful years that followed 
there is not a platform of cither political party in any State the 
Union which makes such an assertion. No claim for such a construc- 
tion of the law in behalf of the bondholder ever fell from the lips 
of a leading member of the party in power during the same length 











n either branch of Congress, or anywhere else, as far as the 
On the contrary in many States, and notably in 


time 1 ; 
blic is advised. ' mat 
‘iio, the home of the President and his Secretary of the Treasury, 


o dominant party in its State convention in 1868 expressed its de- 
liberate “ conviction that according to the laws under which the 5.20 
bonds were issued said bonds should be paid in the currency of the 
\try which may be legal tenders when the Government shall be 
ire pared to redeem such bonds. On this doctrine the present Chief 
Magistrate and his Secretary took their stand only nine years ago and 
told the people that the doctrine was true. Not only so, but Secre- 
tary Sherman, who now 1n his recent report warns us against repu- 
Jiation, then gave in a letter dated March 20, 1868, and widely pub- 
lished his idea of what constituted a repudiator. Speaking on this 
subject, he says: 


coul 


UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMBER, 
Washington, March 30, 1868. 

Dear Stz: I was glaa to receive your letter. My personal interests are the same 
as yours, but, like you, I do not intend to be influenced hy them. My construction 
of the law is the result of careful examination, and I feel quite sure an impartial 
court would confirm it if the case should be tried before a court. I send you my 
~iewa, as fully stated in aspeech. Your idea that we propose to repudiate or vio- 
late a promise when we offer to redeem the ** principal " in legal-tenders is errone 
ons. Lthink the bondholder violates his promise when he refuses to take the same 
kind of money he paid for the bonds. It the case is to be tested by the law Iam 
right, if it is to be tested by Jay Cooke's advertisements, Iam wrong. I hate re- 
pudiation or anything like it, but we ought not to be deterred from what is right 
tor fear of undeserved epithets. If under the law as it stands the holders of five- 
twenties can only be paid in gold, the bondholder can demand only the kind of 
money he paid, then he isa repudiator and extortioner to demand money more 
valuable than he gave. 

Truly yours, 
ae JOHN SHERMAN. 

When it is remembered that the bondholder never paid a dollar 
in coin for a bond of any description, but purchased them all with 
Government currency, which the Government itself had depreciated 
by refusing to take it for customs dues and interest, the full mean- 
ing of this letter becomes very plain and very forcible. It is not 
the offspring of impulse or inexperience. Its author was then chair- 
man of the Finance Committee of this body, and he wrote, as he 
says, after “careful exammation.” By the light which he here 
throws upon the subject we may see the exact beginning of repu- 
diation and behold the furtive and ravenous movements of the actual 
repudiators as they hurry up and down the precincts of legislation 
during the last nine years of our history. By its light, too, we behold 
the present Secretary of the Treasury, judged by his own words, as 
the chief of repudiators, foremost among the violators of contracts, 
and a leader among those who have in no instance kept the good 
faith of the Government with its own people a moment after they 
found that bad faith would bring them richer gains. In less than 
ten months after this letter was written, and gfter the enunciation 
ef the Ohio platform, Hon. John Sherman, then a Senator, advo- 
cated and procured the passage of the act of March, 1869, for the 
payment of all the bonds in coin which he had declared payable in 
currency, thereby establishing an open repudiation of a solemn and 
binding contract and fastening an extortion of not less than $500,- 
000,000 on the staggering industries of the country as the speculative 
profits of the operation. In the whole financial history of the civil- 
wed world no parallel can be found to this audacious deed of broken 
faith, deliberate treachery to the people, and national dishonesty. 
It stands out by itself, towering high above all common frauds 
and dwarfing them in comparison with its own vast proportions. It 
will bear the names of those who enacted it to distant generations 
amidst the groans, the curses, and the lamentations of those who 
toil on the land and on the sea; and more deeply engraven than any 
other name will be forever found that of the Secretary of the Treasury 
as the author of what he himself said constituted the twofold crime 
of repudiation and extortion. Do I state the case too strongly? 
Does any Senator think that I am not justified in the language I 
use or in the conclusion I state? If so, I pray him to recall the 
utterances of my lamented and distinguished predecessor in this 
body. When this monstrous act of repudiation was on its passage 
here in March, 1869, Senator Morton pointed out in the plainest and 
most explicit manner four distinct acts of Congress under which the 
people had acquired a vested right to pay the 5.20 bonds in legal- 
tender notes, and which were to be broken and set aside by the 
measure then under discussion. Among other things he said: 

And now I propound the question. It is either intended by this bill to make a 
hew contract or it is not. If it is intended to make a new contract, I protest 
against it. We should do foul injustice to the Government and the people of the 
United States after we have sold these bonds on an average for not more than 
sixty cents on the dollarnow to make a new contract for the benefit of the holders. 

Again he says; 


It gives to those laws a construction that I do not believe in and that I have 
shown is contradicted by at least four acts of Congress. 


And again Senator Morton exclaimed, with that power of state- 
ment which always so greatly characterized him : 


a®; it is understood, I believe, that the passage of a bill of this kind would have 
effect in an where our financial questions are not well understood, to in- 
queso the demand, and that will enable the great operators to sell the bonds they 
ve on hand ata profit. Itis in the nature of a broker's operation, It is a bull 
movement intended to put up the price of bonds for the interest of parties deal- 
inginthem. This great interest is thundering at the doors of Congress, and has 


| 
| 
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«many months and by every means been attempting to drive us into legislation 
= te a of making money for the great operators. That is what it means | 
else. l 
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These are words of intense and overwhelming force. Where in 
the whole range of debate can be found a more revolting picture of 
bad faith inspired by base cupidity than is here portrayed by the 
greatest party leader perhaps ever known in the American Congress ? 
He has passed away, his voice is silent, and he rests after life’s fitful 
fever, but this accusation hurled against criminal wrong-doing sur- 
vives, and will continue to survive as long as it remains to be deter- 
mined who have repudiated the sacred obligations and the plighted 
faith of the American Republic. In far distant times generations 
now unborn while examining the sources of the burdens that have 
descended to them will read the charge made in this presence by 
the late Senator from Indiana, that a combination of stock-jobbers, 
as destitute of conscience as pirates and inspired alone by greed for 
money, successfully thundered at these doors and finally drove this 
Government into the most stupendous act of bad faith and legalized 
robbery ever practiced upon any people since the dawn of history. 
Five hundred millions made by the great operators and five hun- 
dred millions lost to the plowman and the mechanic who have it all 
to pay! 

And yet the authors, the instigators, the abettors of this crime, and 
the participators in its proceeds, fill the air with railing on the sub- 
ject of repudiation, and point their fingers, stained with piunder, at 
honest men, as repudiators, because they believe that a contract for 
the benefit of the people should be held as sacred as one for the bene 
fit of the bondholder. Sir, forbearance on this point has ceased to be 
a virtue. Those who have at all times labored to keep the faith of 
the Government with its citizens, and its creditors alike, cannbt sub- 
mit any longer to insult added to injury, to wholesale calumny added 
to national plunder. In some countries the habit prevails of building 
a cairn, a pile of stones, to mark the spot where some tragic event has 
happened. So let American tax-payers, whenever the act of March, 
1269, is cited, each cast a stone upon it, to mark the place in Amer 
ican history where repudiation began, and where the rights of the peo- 
ple were mercilessly and treacherously slaughtered. 

The next step in the systematic violation of its obligations to its 
own citizens by the Amerifan Governmert was taken in the enact- 
ment of the law of July 14, 1870, known as the act for refunding the 
national debt. The motive which prompted this legislation has 
never yet been fully exposed. It has always been held up in the 
innocent guise of an attempt to reduce the rate of interest. It was 
in fact, however, the offspring of an apprehension remaining in cer- 
tain minds even after the act of March, 1869, that the work of repu- 
diating the contract for the payment of the 5.20 bonds might not 
be quite complete and final. These bonds were outstanding, and 
although the law of their payment had just been repealed, yet their 
holders feared that the people might sooner or later in turn repeal 
the faithless act of March, 1869, and declare again for the payment 
of these original bonds according to the original contract. 

Therefore this act of July 14, 1870, called the refunding act, was 
brought in as supplemental to that of March, 1809, and in aid of its 
false assertion that our whole bonded debt was payable in coin. By 
a sort of moral forgery on the American people the refunding act 
provides for the issue of new bonds to the amount of $1,500,000,000, 
with an agreement for coin payment written on their face; and then 
further provides that these new coin bonds shall be substituted for 
the original 5.20 bonds, one in exchange for the other, dollar for dol- 
lar. Avarice in the ordinary affairs of life has often tempted the 
holder of a deed, a will, a bond, or other obligation for money or 
property to obtain a false construction, if possible, or even to change 
the terms of the instrument in order to enhance its value. Here both 
these objects have been obtained by the money power; first a false 
construction of the contract, and next a direct change of its most 
vital terms. It is true that a reduction of the rate of interest on the 
new coin bonds is provided for in the act of July 14, 1870; two hun- 
dred millions of these bonds to bear 5 per cent., three hundred mill- 
ions to bear 44 per cent., and a thousand millions to bear 4 per cent. 
This reduction in the rate of interest has, at first, the appearance 
of a concession to the people, but a moment’s calculation will show 
the amount thus saved utterly trifling in comparison with the enor- 
mous loss they suffer by the whole transaction. Nor is it to be sup- 
posed that the holders of the 5.20 6 per cent. bonds would surren- 
der them voluntarily in exchange for bonds of a less rate of interest, 
unless they knew they were getting bonds of higher value and were 
to reap substantial advantages by the operation. To draw a differ- 
ent conclusion would be to reverse the well-ascertained laws of hu- 
man nature. The archives of history may be ransacked in vain to 
find a single instance where a moneyed investment relinquished with- 
out compulsion a superior for an inferior security. Such a thing was 
never known and never will be. 

When, however, this elaborate scheme for the destruction of the 
rights of the people in regard to the payment of the 5.20 bonds was 
supposed to be finished ; when the gateways of justice, of law, and 
of public morality had all been closed, and double-barred, and bolted 
against the taxpayers by the repudiating acts of March, 1869, and of 
July, 1270, did the practice of bad faith on the part of the Govern- 
ment toward its own citizens stop even then? A finality appeared 
to have been attained. Proclamation was made in every quarter 
that a permanent settlement had been reached of the manner in 
which every dollar of our national debt should be paid. We were 
constantly reminded from that day forward that no law-abiding, hon- 
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orable citizen would ever again seek to reopen or agitate the ques- 
tion. The bondholders were for the time being content, but they 
did not remain so a moment longer than a new opportunity presented 
itself for another encroachment upon the heavily taxed industries of 
the country. By both the laws of March, 1869, and July, 1870, framed 
in their interest and under their dictation, it is'so plainly written 
that the bonds then outstanding and afterward to be issued were 
payable in coin—not in gold alone, nor in silver alone, but in coin— 
that it is impossible to construct an argument against the proposition. 


Indeed, it is almost equally difficult to make an argument in its | 


favor, for a truth that is self-evident does not admit the ordinary 
methods of reason in its support. In the first section of the act of 
July 14, 1870, the bonds there.n authorized are made “ redeemable in 
coin of the present standard value.” What is there here for con- 
struction? What word here taken from the law can the keenest 
casuist construe into even a doubtful meaning? We all know what 
the term coin means in connection with the use of the precious met- 
als in the trade and commerce of the world. Even, however, if we 
did not, and we desired to seek a still plainer and more explicit 
guarantee, we have only to turn to the act of March, 1869. It de- 
clares its object in the following language : 

That in order to remove any doubt as to the purpose of the Government to dis- 
charge all its just obligations to the public creditors and to settle conflicting ques- 
tions and interpretations of the laws, by virtue of which such obligations have been 
contracted, it is hereby provided and declared that the faith of the United States 
is solemnly pledged to the payment, in coin or its equivalent, of all the obligations 
of the United States not bearing interest, known as United States notes, and of all 
the interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where the 
law authorizing the issue of any such obligation has aapeate provided that the 
same be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver. 


False and perfidious as this law is known to be, yet it has at least 
one merit. It is absolutely clear and unambiguous. If human lan- 
guage can be made to convey an unequivocal meaning, then this law 
pledged the faith of the Government to the people, and to the world, 
for the payment of the national debt in “ gold and silver.” It is a 
rule of court, however, in finding the trne meaning of a law under 
consideration, to resort, if necessary, to the opinions of those by 
whom it was enacted. If we do so in the present instance we are 
amply rewarded by rich discoveries. William Pitt Fessenden, then 
a Senator from Maine, and who also served as Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, used on this floor the following language : 

Sir, I meant what I said, and the Congress of the United States meant what it 
said, that it would pay so many dollars. What wasa dollar! A dollar was de- 
fined by statute. It was gold or silver coin. 

Senator Morton, when pleading here for the payment of the bonds 
according to the original contract made the following statement : 

When you return to specie payments you have nothing to pay any of your bonds 
with but gold or its equivalent, and therefore the exception here in favor of bonds 


payable expressly in currency is utterly worthless, because we shall have nothing 
then but gold and silver with which to pay these bonds. 


Bat the evidence on this point would not be complete if I did not 
call Senator Sherman, now Secretary of the Treasury, to refute not 
only all the present enemies of silver as a coin of legal tender, but 
especially to refute and confound, as usual, his own subsequent views. 
In his recent report on the state of the finances, now on our tables, 
he says: 


If the market value of the silver in the new coin is less than the gold dollar a 
forced payment in the new coin is a repudiation of a part of this debt. 


Now it is repudiation to pay the national debt in anything but 
gold. What was his position when the act of March, 1869, was here on 
its passage ? At that time he exclaimed: 

What is the first section of this bill? It is simply a solemn pledge of the 
United States that all the obligations of the United States, notes and bonds, shall be 
paid in gold and silver coin, except only those where the law expressly provides 
that they shall be paid in lawful money. 


And again, in speaking of the resumption of specie payments, he 
says: 

The honor of the country, the good faith of the nation, the interests of the 
laborer, the rich and the poor, all classes, demand that we should resume -“ ie 


pea as early as possible and place all the obligations of the people of the 
Jnited States upon the solid basis of gold and silver coin. 


Sir, this theme becomes humiliating to every honest American 
mind. It fills with shame every honest, patriotic heart. The naked 
fact confronts us at every step that no pledge, however high, solemn, 
or binding in law and morals, has been strong enough to compel the 
authors of our financial legislation to obey it. No sense of national 
honor or good faith has restrained for a single moment the unbridled 
avarice of idle interest-bearing capital whenever it has been tempted, 
like some hungry marauding animal, to break over the barriers 
erected between it and new fields of spoliage that lie beyond. The 
silver dollar came to us with the birth of our Government. It was 
devised as a unit of value by Thomas Jefferson and adopted by Con- 

ss in the days of Washington, Hamilton, and Morris. It stood as 
onored as gold through every storm that beat upon this Govern- 
ment. It is associated with all our development, our strength, our 
growth, and our glory. With it as a currency, more than any other, 
the picket-lines of civilization have pushed westward. The pioneer 
in the shadow of the great forests or on the wide prairies toiled to 
lay it by, one by one, until the coveted sum of one hundred lay be- 
fore him. Then tightening the girths of his saddle, he rode with 
to the distant land office, where the Government took his one hundred 
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silver dollars for eighty acres of land, which thenceforward | 

that most blessed spot of earth, a home; a home where t 
planted, where children were born and grew to be men 
and then in turn went forth into the great world, stil] 
there to live over again in labor and privation the lives; 
and mother left behind. 

The silver dollar is peculiarly the laboring-man’s dollar, as fa, 
as he may desire specie. When specie payments were authorized 
before the war it was the favorite currency with the people, and 
it will be so again whenever a general circulation of coin js oh. 
tained, if that shall ever happen. Throughout all the financial 
panics that have assailed this country no man has been bold enouo) 
to raise his hand to strike it down; no man has ever dared to 
whisper of a contemplated assault upon it; and when the hour of 
its danger and destruction drew nigh, when the 12th day of Fe). 
ruary, 1873, approached, the day of doom to the American do! 
the dollar of our fathers, how silent was the work of the enemy' 
Not a sound, not a word, no note of warning to the American peo- 
ple that their favorite coin was about to be destroyed as money: 
that the greatest financial revolution of modern times was in cop. 
templation and about to be accomplished against their highest anq 
dearest rights! The tax-payers of the United States were no more 
notified or consulted on this momentous measure than the slaves 
on a southern plantation before the war, when their master made up 
his mind to increase their task or to change them from a corn to 4 
cotton field. Never since the foundation of this Government has 4 
law of such vital and tremendous import, or indeed of any impor- 
tance at all, crawled into our statute-books so furtively and so nwise- 
lessly as this. Its enactment there was as completely unknown to 
the people, and indeed to four-fifths of Congress itself, as the pres. 
ence of a burglar in a house at midnight is to its sleeping inmates 
This was rendered possible partly because the clandestine movement 
was so utterly unexpected, and partly from the nature of the bill in 
which it occurred. The silver dollar of American history was de- 
monetized in an act entitled “‘ An act revising and amending the laws 
relative to the mints, assay offices, and coinage of the United States,” 
The avowed and ostensible purpose of this act is set forth by Dr. 
Linderman, the Director of the Mint, in his recent work on Money 
and Legal Tender. After citing very fully the legislation of this 
country on the subject of mints and coinage, he says: 
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There were, however, provisions of law, conflicting in their character, as to the 
relative powers and duties of the Secretary of the Treasury and the Director of 
the Mint. To remedy this and to consolidate coinage enactments were the chief 
objects of the act approved February 12, 1873, revising and amending the laws 
relative to the mints, assay offices, and coinage of the United States. 


This act embraces sixty-seven sections, and fills twelve closely 
printed pages of the seventeenth volume of the United States Stat- 
utes at Large. From this voluminous and prolix measure, proclaim 
ing, as it did, other and totally different objects to accomplish, it was 
only necessary to silently omit the few words that for nearly a hun- 
dred years had fleated the old familiar dollar as a full legal tender 
down the stream of Time. This was done in the fifteenth section, 
which I quote in full in order that the people may see for themselves 
exactly how this great wrong was effected. It reads as follows: 

That the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half dollar or 
fifty-cent piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-five-cent piece, a dime or ten-cent picce 
and the weight of the trade-dollar shall be 420 grains troy; the weight of the halt 
dollar shall be twelve grams (grammes) and one-half of a gram, (gramme ;\ th 
quarter dollar and the dime shall be respectively one-half and one-tifth ef the 
weight of said half oes and said coins shall be a legal tender at their 
value for any amount not exceeding five dollars in any one payment 
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Thus it will be seen that in declaring what the silver coins of the 
United States should be, the dollar, so long imbedded in our history 
vas dropped, literally thrown away as useless, and another coin 
styled a trade-dollar, of no service to the people as a legal tender, was 


| inserted in its place; or, as the Director of the Mint expresses it 


Under the provisions of this act the coinage and issue was discontinued, of the 
silver doliar of 4124 grains, the three-cent silver piece, the five-cent silver piece 
and the two-cent bronze piece. 

And by a subsequent act of Congress, July 22, 1876, the legal-ten- 
der quality of the trade-dollar for even the small amount of tive dol- 
lars was repealed, and now it is not a legal tender for anything or 
any amount. 

But, sir, having pointed out the false pretenses under cover 0! 
which the American silver dollar was eliminated from our mone) 
system, it yet remains to inquire into the real reasons for such an 
act. In the first place had silver failed in its functions as a speci 
basis any more than gold? Had it been found any less capable tha! 
its twin metal in upholding a paper currency on which the cot: 
merce and business of the world has been transacted since the be 
ginning of civilization? These two metals of gold and silve! have 
come down to us together, from the days of Abraham, Isaac, «0° 
Jacob. They were in great abundance and in high favor wher 
Israel built Re temple and adorned the city of Jerusalem. They 
crept along the shores and islands of the Mediterranean, hand in 
hand, as arbitrary factors in human affairs. They spread ove 
Europe, as inseparable allies, during the dark and barbarous age 
that intervened between the downfall of Rome and the discovery 
of the art of printing, the revival of learning, in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. The cupidity of man has delved into the earth, toiled across 
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he stormy seas, broken solemn treaties, sworn false oaths, murdered 

ape fellow-man, and bartered away his soul alike for them both. 
dl Spaniard and fhe Portuguese swept whole races in the West 
Indies, Mexico, Central and South America, first into slavery and 
chen out of existence, in their accursed greed and thirst for gold and 
<iver, Throughout all our colonial history these metals were linked 
jeether in an embrace that no convulsion could tear asunder. And 
when our Government emerged, weary and blood-stained from the 
Revolution, our fathers found them both standing together on our 
ireshold as a mighty tradition of all the past. They were adopted 
-owether as our measure of values because other nations had done the 
ame. They entered their career as American money together, equal 
, dignity before the law. By the Constitution of the United States 
-hey were introduced into each new incoming State of our expand- 
‘ng Union on terms of absolute equality. We find by article 1, 
eoction 10 of that instrument that— 
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No State shall * * * coin money; emit bills of credit; make anything but 
old and silver coin a tender in payment of debts. 

From that day to this I challenge every page of American his- | 
tory to show a Single instance in which the silver dollar has not been | 
1s brave, as firm, and as reliable as the gold dollar. I challenge the 
ead records of every financial alarm, panic, or crash that ever befell 
ys to show where for a single day or hour silver was not as intrepid 
and fearless in the money markets as gold. 

From 1792 to 1873, from the coinage of the American silver dollar 
to the day of its insidious destruction, eighty-one years, gold and sil- | 
ver never fluctuated in their relation to each other but a fraction | 
over 3 per cent., and dufting most of that time silver money ranked 
higher than gold money, and did so the day it was destroyed. It is 
true that both these metals, so precious in the traditions of mankind, 
broke down at once when this Government was called on to fight for 
its life, when the ultimate and extreme necessity of the hour de- 
manded a money stronger than them both, based on the confidence | 
of the people that their Government would live and not die; yet when 
they fell,they fell together. Neither the one, nor the other, nor both 
united were sufficient to make even a respectable struggle for national | 
existence, and they abandoned the field on the first roar of hostile 
cannon, but silver did not flee any sooner nor get under cover any 
quicker than gold. It may then, I think, be safely assumed in the 
ight of all experience that the real reason for demonetizing silver is 
uot to be found in its failure to be the peer under all circumstances, 
in all ages, and in all nations of the other precious metal which has 
now become so strangely, so suddenly, and so surreptitiously exalted 
in the eyes of the money power as the sole standard of values. 

Pursuing our inquiry, therefore, on this point we come next upon 
one of the principal reasons now assigned for abandoning silver coin 
asmoney. It is true that the sincerity of this reason is open to the | 





suspicion which always taints an argument brought forward as an | 
after-thought to justify an act which evaded all discussion at the 
time of its passage, but nevertheless it shall be fairly considered even 
at this late day. It is now urged with great vehemence by the advo- 
cates of the gold standard alone, that because here and there a Euro- | 
pean monarchy with the hardest worked and poorest paid peasantry 
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on the face of the earth has banished silver, we are called upon by 
our business relations todo the same. It is urged that we are to fol- 
low and not lead in the affairs of the world. According to this argu- 
ment we are to trail in the footsteps of governments whose principles 
we denounce, and whose laboring people are fleeing in constant 
streams from their shores to our own in order to escape oppression 
and starvation. 

Sir, no one disputes the fact that all civilized governments have 
certain communities of interest; but to my mind the American Re- 
public is less dependent for its strength and prosperity on th® con- 
duct and policies of other nations than any other government now 
in existence. Nature in her most lavish mood has conspired to make 
the American people, in fact as well as in name, an independent peo- 
ple. Our place on the map of the globe is an isolated one. Mighty 
oceans stretch out between us and all the first-class powers of the 
world. What foreign neighbors we have on our immediate borders 
are weak and unimportant. We are not only substantially alone as 
a political power on the North American continent, and separated by 
long distances from all the great nations of the earth, but we possess 
within ourselves, in unfailing abundance, every article and every 
element of national wealth and glory. Our vast domain will feed 
uncounted millions, mountains of iron and of all other useful ores 
respond to every call of scientific progress, while the intelligent in- 
dustry of man, if not paralyzed by bad government, will forever 
supply all his wants, comforts, and luxuries. On such a theater our 


| greatest resource is self-reliance, and we have but little need of 


examples or alliances furnished by less fortunate nations. 
Admitting, however, the argument, for the sake of meeting it, that 
our financial policy in regard to a specie basis ought to be in har- 


| mony with the rest of the world, let us examine into the actual facts 


as they now exist in the various money systems of every people with 
whom we have even the slightest commercial intercourse. Has silver 
in the general trade and business of nations fallen into such discredit 
that we are compelled to cast it aside in order to keep pace with a 
wide-spread financial revolution? Is it held in such dishonor as a 
medium of traffic throughout the world that we can no longer uphold 
it with credit to ourselves? On the contrary a careful estimate shows 
that silver is an enormous and overwhelming favorite. Of the entire 
trading and commercial populations of the whole earth 696,250,000 
more people have silver alone as their standard of values, and trans- 
act all their business upon it as a specie basis, than those who have 
gold alone for similar purposes. From the same sources of informa- 
tion we learn that 744,200,000 more people use silver alone than use 
gold and silver both as their metallic currency. In this last state- 
ment I include the population of the United States as using the dou- 
ble standard, for we shall return to it at once, as far at least as a 
specie basis can now exist. The great fact, therefore, is that in the 


| mighty bulk of intelligent mankind more than four times as many 


people have chosen silver as have chosen gold, and more than five 
times as many have chosen silver as have chosen gold and silver to- 
gether. 

The following table, giving the financial systems and the popula- 
tions of the various governments of the world, will be found in the 
main correct : 


Distribution of gold, silver, and double currency throughout the world. 
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It will be seen from this statement that silver coin, as money, not 
only meets the desires of four-fifths of the human race, but that 
those who use it as a standard occupy more than three-quarters of 
the inhabited parts of the globe. Germany is perhaps prematurely 
placed in the list of nations using gold alone. It is true she has at- 
tempted to adopt the gold standard, but there are still two hundred 
uillions of silver currency in the hands of her people, and they are 
reluctant to give it up and see it driven away from fatherland. 
Whether the empire will be entirely successful in depriving its sub- 
Jécts of this favorite money yet remains to be proven. In view of 
all the foregoing facts, however—in view of the history and condi- 
tion of the world on this question—the enemies of the silver dollar in 
the United States who, having first destroyed it, seek now to justify 
themselves by slandering the reputation of its metal in distant lands, 
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must stand before their injured countrymen covered with shame and 
confusion. They are utterly overwhelmed and beaten from their 
position by the general testimony of the civilized races of men, and 
we are left at this point to follow them next to their final and in fact 
real reason for their assault upon silver money. 

Sir, I touch now upon an issue as old as human society and as uni 
versal as the loaning of money at interest and the investment of 
capital for income. Two classes have existed in every age of history 
on the question of money. All such as plow, sow, and reap; who 
spin, weave, and make merchandise for sale; who manage and work 
the caverns of coal and iron, and the blast-furnaces and forges; who 
construct railroads, build ships, and found cities; all such as are in 
any way pushing on the cause of progress and material developmen: 

| and who desire to keep their capital, whatever it may be, and espe- 
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cially that greatest of all capital, the bone and muscle of the 
laborer, actively employed, constitute one class. Those who have 





stepped aside from the active moving column of affairs and with- | 


drawn themselves and all they own from the trade and business of 
the world, intending thenceforward to fasten their idle wealth on the 
productions of labor as a consumer, and not as an assistance, consti- 
tute the other. Of these two classes those who compose the first 
desire money to be plentiful and cheap, for they are working to obtain 
it, while those who compose the latter desire money to be scarce and 
dear, because they already have it in abundance to loan and to in- 
vest at high rates of interest and profit. And it was in the real and 
actual interest of this latter powerful class that silver was demone- 
tized in February, 1873, not because it was less valuable as money 
than gold, nor because such a change was demanded by the policies 
of foreign nations, but simply because retired capital desired to 
diminish the amount of money of every kind circulating in the 
hands of the people. 

Silver was selected as the victim for sacrifice on that occasion be- 
cause it was thought, on account of certain circumstances yet to be 
noticed, that it could be more successfully assailed than the o. her 
kinds of money then in existence. The managers of the great money 
centers in this country and in Europe saw with avaricious alarm the 
bright streams of silver beginning to increase in volume and in value 
as they flowed from the mouths of our mines, and now we hear from 
their angry throats, and from an apparently still angrier newspaper 
press which they control, a ery without ceasing against silver intla- 
tion arising from an overproduction of the metal. They have here- 
tofore filled the world with their hostile clamor mainly against a 
paper currency not immediately convertible into coin of intrinsic 
value, but it now appears that there can be, in their own amiable 
language, an insane inflation of a currency which has this very in- 
trinsic value itself. We have heard much talk to prove that gold 
and silver are the only real money, that they have an absolute value 
as such everywhere and at all times; but we now discover that even 
these precious metals may become more abundant than is agreeable 
to those who want the purchasing power of money increased by less- 
ening the quantity in cireuJation until tifty dollars will buy in a 
farm worth a thousand under the foreclosure of a mortgage. Is it 
true, however, that for the genuine interests of the American people, 
for their advancement in trade and development, and for the pros- 
perity of our commerce throughout the world, too much silver has 
been produced in the United States or anywhere else? Has silver, 
as now claimed, ever threatened to pour into the channels of busi- 
ness such floods and torrents as would unsettle and sweep away all 
the landmarks of safety ? We will examine this question. 

The history of the production of the precious metals is one of great 
and prevailing interest. Although they have been arbitrarily deter- 
mined upon as the money of mankind, yet it has never been possible 
for the highest human intelligencs to foretell their supply or to say 
with certainty that their production will not fail altogether. The 
quantity of a circulating medium sufficient to meet the legitimate 
demands of trade can be estimated, but who has ever been able to 
look into the mines and declare how far their veins of ore extend or 
how soon they will cease to yield? Who has ever been able to point 
out where new mines may be opened into the hidden riches of the 
earth to take the place of those that are worn out, sterile, and bar- 
ren? The result has been that while the precious metals have been 
declared the standard of values, they have themselves always been 
an unknown quantity, and the irregularity, uncertainty, and insufli- 
ciency of their production have caused frequent and crushing disas- 
ters in all countries and in every period of history, and have often 
compelled the strongest governments of ancient and modern times to 
entirely abandon them. 

It is not my purpose, however, to dwell on this point further than 
to meet the argument based upon an alleged overproduction of sil- 
ver in recent years. From areport made not long since by a com- 
mittee in the British Parliament it appears, as nearly as can be esti- 
mated, that the entire production of silver throughout the world dur- 
ing the last twenty-five years has reached about $1,400,000,000. The 
increase in its production during that period arose from about 
$40,000,000, in 1°52, to $80,000,000, in 1875, and the annual amount 
produced at this time may be placed at $70,000,000. Of these amounts 
South America, Mexico, and the United States produced all excepting 
about $10,000,000 a vear, arising from the silver resources of all other 
countries. In our own country the development of this great agency 
of national prosperity has all taken place in the last eighteen years, 
substantially in the last ten. 

The following estimate, made by the Commissioner for Mining 


Statistics, shows the annual production of silver and its increase in 
the United States: 
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JANUARY 15. 


Estimating the production of 1876 and 1877 the same as 1875 and 
we find that the entire amount of silver yielded’ by the mines of the 
United States since they began to pay for working them has reached 
but a trifle over the comparatively small sum of $250,000,000, [jj 
is less than one-half the amount of our present volume of currency. 
of money in circulation, noticed an increase of only $12,000,000 frog 
1870 to 1872, they took the alarm which resulted in the act of 172 
proscribing and outlawing it from the companionship of gold e 
money. It will not do tosay that the demand for silver had failed 
for aside from what our own people needed at home, the demand froy, 
abroad was so great that in the very act demonetizing it here pro- 
vision was made for the coinage of a dollar that we found neces. 
sary for our foreign trade. It was a dollar of the weight of 420 grains 
troy, and the Secretary of the Treasury, in his recent report, says - 


This provision was made at a time when such a dollar was worth in the market 


102.12 in gold, and was designed for the use of trade in China, where silver was the 
only standard. 


The great demand for this coin, especially in our trade with Ching 
is shown by “reports made by the two leading foreign banks of Ching, 
the Oriental Bank and the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Cor. 
poration, dated respectively January 31 and 30, 1577, and furnished 
by the United States Consulate at Hong Kong to the Secretary of the 
Treasury.” I find these reports quoted by the Director of the Mint. 
and I extract from them the following statements: 


The United States trade-dollar has been well received in China, and is eagerly 
welcomed in those parts of the country where the true value of the coin is known. 
It is a legal tender at the ports of Foo-choo and Ganton, in China, and also at 
Saigon and Singapore ; and, although not legally current in this colony, it is anx 
iously sought after by the Chinese, and in the bazaars itis seldom to be purchased 
In proof of the estimation in w ich the trade-dollar is held in the south of China. 
we need only state that the bulk of the direct exchange business between Hong 
Kong and San Francisco, which is very considerable, is done in this coin, the na 
tives preferring it to the Mexican dollar. Late advices from San Francisco report 
that so great is the demand for trade-dollars for shipment to China that the California 
mint is unequal to the task of turning out the coin fast enough to satisfy require- 
ments. * * * My opinion is that ultimately it will be current all over China. 
It is;jthe best coin that ever has been imported, and, being produced at the fountain. 
head of silver, can be laid down more cheaply than any otherdollar. * * * China 
requires many millions of dollars annually, and while the clean Mexican dollar 
will be imported for the north of China, the trade-dollar will be imported for the 
south. I would roughly estimate that the San Francisco steamers will bring from 
four to six lacs of trade-dollars (from four to six hundred thousand) each fort 
nightly trip all the year round. 


The Secretary of the Treasury also informs us that since the trade- 
dollar was authorized it has been coined to the large amount of 
$30,710,400, mainly to meet this and other foreign demands for silver 
money. It is true, however, that he further states that the export 
demand for the trade-dojlar has now almost if not quite ceased. It 
is not strange that this should be so, when this Government has done 
all in its power to dishonor it at home; first limiting it as a legal 
tender to the insignificant sum of $5, and hastening soon afterward to 
strip it of even this small badge of respectability. Distant people, 
naturally suspicious of our institutions, would necessarily reject a 
coin on which we ourselves have placed such a stigma of disgrace, 
however great, as we have seen, may be their demand for silver 
money. In fact, no artifice, no cunning device has been spared to 
bring the silver dollar into contempt and to drive it out of existence, 
although the American people and the people of all lands and of 
every form of civilization plead for its restoration to favor and to an 
ample circulation. 

It there are some, however, who still think that these assaults on silver 
were inspired by any other motive than the fear of too much money, 
allow me to recall an incident in financial history full of teaching 
on this point. When the revelation of gold took place in California, 
and on the other side of the world in Australia about the same time, 
an impulse was given to the progress of mankind greater than has 
been produced by any other one event since Columbus discovered 
America. It quickened every energy of labor, aroused all the great 
industries everywhere into new and startling activity, revived the 
drooping sails of commerce in every sea, and sent the loaded cara- 
vans of railroad transportation flying in every direction over the face 
of the earth. The whole world rejoiced with one exception. The 
creditor class in every clime beneath the sun looked on in sullen dis- 
trust and dread. And in 1856, when the production of gold had 
reached its highest point, and when it was supposed that it would 
continue to increase, this class broke forth in the different countries 
of Europe in favor of demonetizing gold, because the supply was 
making money too plentiful. De Quincey, Chevalier, and other 
writers, made earnest and elaborate arguments to show that the in- 
crease in the flow of gold was so great that soon it would be within 
the easy reach of all classes, and then its power to purchase labor 
and property in large quantities for very small sums would be forever 
gone. Germany,and Austria, and some other European governments, 
heeded these arguments, and in 1857 actually demonetized gold in 
order to maintain the scarcity of money. The reason why this ques- 
tion did not seriously agitate the financial circles of the United States 
is to be found in the fact that at that time we had no great creditor 
class in this country ; we had no stupendous national debt held as 
an investment for fixed incomes; no such State, municipal, and cor- 
poration debts as have since filled all the stock markets with interest- 
bearing bonds, and which are now a draining tax on all the labor 
and production of the country. Had our situation been then as 1t 1s 











now we would have seen the holders of Government securities and 
all other bonds wherein the payment of money from the many to the 
tow was nominated, as badly affrighted in this country at what was 
alled an overproduction of gold as the holders of similar securi- 
- vd bonds were in Earope. The laws which govern the human 
heart in its love of gain are the same everywhere. ‘ 
lass is not so much concerned what coin or other material! shall con- 
‘sente money as it is that there shall be no redundancy after its 
demands are paid. diy . . | 
The report of the monetary commission submitted to this body in 
March last by the distinguished Senator from Nevada [Mr. Jones] 


~omments on this fact as follows: 


Ip all the European discussions, after 1848 and prior to the German demonetiza- 
tion of silver and its consequences, the point made was not that either metal had 
jepreciated relatively to the other, but that by reason of extraordinary supplies of 
old from California and Australia, supplemented, about 1865, by new supplies of 
silver from Nevada, both metals had depreciated relatively to labor and commod- 

‘ee and tuat those having fixed incomes were being injured by a rise in prices. 
<) Jong as the double standard existed, a new supply of either metal was only an 
addition to and only affected the value of the general mass of money and not the 
re lative value of the metals. : 7 F aes é é ; 

The ‘fall in gold,” which Chevalier lamented in 1857, was its fall in relation to 
operty. He pointed out how the double standard had prevented any change 
trom occurring in its relation to silver and how it would continue to do so until 
she silver of double-standard countries was exhausted. In order, therefore, to 
pT tect the interests of the income classes it was claimed to be necessary to de- 
monetize one of the metals, and gold being the metal which then promised the 
most abundant yield was selected for the purpose. 

It was the depreciation in the value of the precious metals and of money, sup- 
posed to have cirendy resulted from the new —— of gold, which made him the 
conspicuous advocate of the demand that one of the metals should be demonetized 
in order to “redress the situation.” 


It appears, therefore, that gold, even gold, the very god of a fierce 
idolatry in our midst at this time, has committed the mortal sin of 
inflation, and has been cursed and ostracised on that account by the 
usurers and money-changers as well as its more modest companions, 
silver and paper. And if now both the precious metals threatened 
to increase beyond the wisbes and interests of this class they would 
be earnestly inquiring and scheming into some plan by which they 
could demonetize gold and silver alike, and substitute diamonds or 
some other scarcer and more difficult commodity to obtain as the 
basis of specie payments and the money in which all debts due to 
them should be paid. 

There remains, however, one other argument in connection with 
the alleged overproduction and inflation of silver which requires 
attention. In the name of good faith it has been urged here in this 
body and elsewhere that, although silver is specified as plainly as 
gold in all our financial legislation, yet it was produced in such 
meager quantities at the time onr national debt was created that 
ile purchasers of our bonds could not have reasonably supposed they 
were ever to receive it in payment of the same, notwithstanding the 
law expressly said they should. In other words, it is an argument 


to release the bondholder from the absolute, definitely written words | 


of the law on the ground that he could not foresee that the Govern- 
ment would ever have silver enough to fulfill the law. This is the 
highest, boldest note of repudiation ever heard in this country; an 
open admission of the law and an open, square demand for its viola- 
uion. 

No facts or surrounding circumstances at the time the contract was 
made can for a moment justify such a flagrant abrogation of its most 
explicit terms, but even if outside conditions, not expressed m its 
face, could be set up now to defeat it, I assert that the conditions 
alleged by the advocates of this argument never existed at all. I 
assert that when the law for the payment of the public debt was 
construed by the famous act of March, 1869, to mean payment in 
gold and silver both, the production of our silver mines for that year 
was $11,625,000, and had annually averaged that amount since 1864. 
It is contended that the purchasers of our bonds overlooked, when 
they were first issued, the feeble supply of silver. Did an annual 
average production of nearly twelve millions for the space of five 
years preceding the act of March, 1869, likewise escape their atten- 
tion, when they were framing that act in their own interest and to 
suit themselves? But again, by the refunding act of July 14, 1870, 
authorizing the issue of new coin bonds to be substituted for the 
original tive-twenty bonds, making thereby a new contract of that 
“ate, it was agreed that the bonds issued by virtue of that act should 
be payable in silver as well as gold. 

During that very year, the year of the contract which is to be en- 
‘oreed in all its demands against the flesh and blood of labor, the 
Senerous silver mines of the United States yielded $16,000,000. Was 
at this sum sufficient to put the authors of that enactment, the 
bondholders in Europe and America, on their guard against making 
: solemn stipulation to receive silver money in payment of their 
vonds unless they intended at that time to do so ? During the years 
1871 and 1872 many hundred millions of bonds were issued under the 
act of July 14, 1870, and received in exchange for five-twenties. 
They were all payable by the express terms of the law either in sil- 
‘ily or gold, at the option of the Government; and the production of 
. ver, when they were thus voluntarily received, amounted, according 
. dk atten, in 1871 to $23,000,000 and in 1872 to $28,750,000. 
dan = = t true that the product of these two latter years ex- 
her ee of a silver inflation which has since deepened into the 

urd panic now prevailing, but how can it with any fairness be 
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pretended that the bondholder is released from receiving silver accord- 
ing to his agreement on the ground that we were not producing that 
metal when the laws governing the contract were enacted? And, if 
if was not coined in amounts as large as it has been since, yet it 
was well known that the law made its coinage free and unlimited, 
and no one has a right to complain of the enforcement of a law of 
which he had full knowledge at the time his rights and liabilities 
accrued. The argument is unsound in law and unsustained by the 
facts. In fact, the entire movement demonetizing silver is to be ex- 
plained solely and alone on the principle of contraction ; and this 
brings me, in this connection, to consider more fully that destructive 
principle, and especially to examine the policy and the effects of the 
law of January 14, 1875, for the resumption of specie payments by 
an enforced contraction of the non-interest-bearing legal-tender cur- 
rency of the country. The law of February, 1873, taking away sil- 
ver money from the people, and the law of January, 1875, fixing the 
day, now less than a year in advance, when the greenback shall also 
perish, are twin monsters of evil, born of the same parentage and 
linked together for the destruction of all money save gold. Intheir 
discussion, therefore, they are entitled to a joint recognition. 

Sir, in the entire catalogue of crimes against human society not 
one can be found so awful in all its consequences, both immediate 
and remote, as a Government commits when it deliberately destroys 
the money of its own citizens. Wherever in all the regions of time 
such measures have been accomplished the horrors of history have 
taken place. No shrinkage in the amount of money, no contraction 


| of the currency in the hands of the people was ever enforced by law 


to any considerable extent, except amidst broken lives, ruined hopes, 
despair, lost honor, and all the vices springing from the lowest depths 
of poverty and humanmisery. The worstingredientsof war, pestilence, 
and famine all flow from the act of a government violently tearing 
from the hands of the laboring masses the money they so much need. 
Murder, theft, robbery, prostitution, forgery, embezzlement, and 
fraud of every hue and mien curse the land that is deprived of a full 
and sufficient circulating medium on which to give employment to 
its toiling men and women. The social statistics of mankind will 
show that wherever the supply of money has been scant and labor 
poorly paid, or left entirely idle, there the gallows-tree has borne 
most frequently its horrid burden; there the jails and the peniten- 
tiaries and all the haunts of infamy have been most crowded. ‘The 
well-clothed and well-fed Pharisee may ostentatiously thank God 
that he is better than such as these, but he is not. When the strong 
hand of the Government is engaged in abolishing money, and thus 
interposing between the laboring-man and the laboring-woman 
and their last chance for bread by honest work, their sins for self- 
preservation are less odious to their merciful Father than the prayers 
of the usurers who have driven them to ruin. 

It is said in highly intelligent quarters that at this hour there are 
three millions of our own people unemployed, who have no other 
dependence for food and shelter than the labor of their hands, 
and one-half of whom are now tramping from place to place for 
crumbs of charity. Pitiable and dangerousspectacle! It never hap- 
pened before in this land of bounteous nature, nor would it now but 
for the fact that in these later days a class has arisen in our midst 
which is benefited by the scarcity of money, and the consequent de- 
struction of all those great industries which afford employment to 
labor. Nor does this frightful spectacle appeal alone to our sympa- 
thy with human misery, deep and indescribable as that must be. The 
loss to the country in actual wealth arising from the absolute idleness 
of three million persons is very great. It has been estimated that at 
one dollar per day as wages it would amount to enough in two years 
to liquidate our public debt. The United States monetary commis- 
sion make the following valuable observations in their recent report : 

The worst effect, however, economically considered, of falling prices is not upon 
existing property, nor upon debtors, evil as it is, but upon laborers, whom it de- 
prives of employment and consigns to poverty, and upon society, which it deprives 
of that vast sum of wealth which resides potentially in the vigorous arms of the 
idle workman. A shrinking volume of money transfers existing property unjustly, 
and causes a concentration and diminution of wealth. It alsv impairs the value 
of existing property by eliminating from it that important element of value con- 
ferred upon it by the skill, energy, and care of the debtors from whom it is wrested. 
But it does not destroy any existing propety, while it does absolutely annihilate 
all the values producible by the labor which it condemns to idleness. The esti- 
mate is not an extravagant one that there are now in the United States three mill- 
ion persons willing to work, but who are idle because they cannot obtain employ- 
ment. ‘This vast poverty-stricken army is increasing and will continue to increase 
as long as falling prices shall continue to separate money capital, the fund out of 
which wages are paid, from labor, and to discourage its investment in other forms 
of property. 3 

Labor, co-operating with the forces of nature, is the source of all wealth, and 
to reach the highest degree of effectiveness it must be classified through the aid 
of capital and supported by capital during the ymonm of production and be 
measured and paid in money, each unit of which is a sight-draft on all other 
forms of property, bearing a value in proportion to the number of such drafts. 
In order that any country may reach the maximum of material prosperity cer- 
tain conditions are indispensable. All its labor, assisted by the most approved 
machinery and appliances, must be employed, and the fruits of industry must be 
justly distributed. These conditions are only possible when capital is absolutely 
protected against violence and frew from illegitimate legislative interference, and 
when the laborer is protected in his natural right to dispose of his labor in such 
manner as he may prefer. They are utterly impossible when the money stock is 
shrinking and the money value of property and services is declining Towsoecver 
great the natural resources of a country may be, however genial its climate, fertile its 
soil, ingenious, enterprising, and industrious its inhabitants, or free its institutions, 
if the volume of money is shrinking and prices are falling, its merchants will be over- 


whelmed with bankruptcy, its industries will be paralyzed, and destitution and dis- 
tress will prevail. 
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i The instinct of self-interest is the pelnsaring of intact sat Sa Treasury and in all the national banks besides. If resumption is t 
i activity. Itis the animating motive alike of the cap st and o e laborer. g ace : ~ . > . : 2 15 to 
Without it, no labor would be performed, nor would capital have an existence. If take place on that basis, the gigantic task of this poor pittance will 
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money capital is withdrawn from productive enterprises, it is from the apprehen- 
sion of loss and from the same instinct of thrift through which it was acquired. 
It is natural that the money capitalist should exact from labor all he can in ex- 
change for his money, and that the laborer should exact all the money he can in ex- 
change for his labor. Whatis known as the conflict between capital and labor is 
net so much a conflict between other forms of capital and labor as it is between | 
money and labor. Indeed, the conflict between money and other forms of capital | 
is as distinctly marked and quite as severe as the conflict between money and labor, 
and in that conflict other forms of capital suffer fally as much as labor, the only dif- 
erence being that they are better able to endure losses. Other forms of capital must 
be constantly converted into money in order to pay wages and to meet other de- 
mands incident to industrial enterprises. When thestock of money is shrinking and 
prices are falling, this conversion can only be made at rates continually growing 
more unfavorable, while at the same time the products of the labor for whose wages 
sacrifices have been made are also undergoing a shrinkage of money value. Thus 
loss and sacrifice are encountered at every turn, and the owners of other capital 
than money shrink from the friction of exchange, withdraw from productive enter- 
prises, and only exchange as much of their property for money as will suffice to 
meet the necessary expenditures of living, which are reduced to the most econom- 
ical level, as it is principal and not income which is being consumed. Little more 
labor will be employes under these circumstances than is sufficient to support the 
owners of capital on this parsimonious basis, and as a consequence the labor mar- 
ket will be overstocked, and the competition between laborers will reduce wages to 
a starvation level. But during this period, when property is being sacrificed to 
meet current necessities, and laborers are being remitted to idleness and destitu- 
tion, money fattens on the general disaster. 

When, therefore, on the 14th of January, 1875, this Government, 
having already destroyed silver money, determined to destroy within 
the next four years its outstanding legal-tender paper currency until 
there should be no more of it left than could be redeemed in gold 
coin alone on the I8t day of January, 1879, it became responsible for 
all the appalling consequences that have followed. An attempt to 
force the resumption of specie payments with gold and silver both 
as our metallic basis would be a cruel failure at this time; but the 
proposition to contract, reduce, cancel, and burn our present amount 
of currency until it harmonizes with the meager margin of gold 
which we can command has stricken the arm of labor with paralysis, 
dried up the fountains of business prosperity, and placed hollow-eyed 
want in more than a million hitherto happy homes. The demone- 
tization of silver was purposely accomplished before the policy of 
specie resumption was declared in order to make money as scarce as 
possible in reaching by forced contraction the single standard of 
gold. We could reach the double standard easier than the single one, 
but the purpose of the money power was the diminution of money in 
circulation, and it better accomplished that object by first outlawing 
silver and then seeking the specie basis composed of but one metal. 
It cannot be denied that great progress has been made in this work 
of destroying moneys, and all values, except the value of money, 
which is made greater by being made scarcer and harder to obtain. 

At the date of the act of January, 1875, our volume of currency 
was already reduced in proportion to population far below European 
nations, where labor commands barely subsistence wages. We had 
nearly one-half less per capita than Germany, England, or France. 
Financial distress was even then upon us. Business wrecks were 
afloat on every hand. We had the warnings of the nine preceding 
years during which the money of the country had been diminished 
nearly $400,000,000 by contraction, and during which time the lia- 
bilities for commercial failures and bankruptcies had arisen from 
an average of about $11,000,000 per annum to nearly three hun- 
dred million. A panic had just swept over the country with sufficient 
havoc and ruin to extort the admission from General Grant in his 
message of December, 1873, that our volume of currency was too 
small for our business, even at its dullest stages. We had less than 
$735,000,000, not counting fractional currency, and yet against the 
supplications of every active business and industry a still further 
reduction was dictated, and has been effected to the extent of nearly 
one hundred million. If, however, the law for the enforced resump- 
tion of specie payments is to stand unrepealed on our statute-books, 
then there still remains a work of destruction to be done in this 
country far more extensive, dangerous, and full of wretchedness 
than we have yet wituessed. That law declares that— 

On and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall redeem in coin the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding on their 
presentation for redemption at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United 
States in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50. 

The term coin here used means only gold now, and the law, in order 
to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to carry out this plan for re- 
tiring the greenback money from circulation, authorizes him to sell 
interest-bearing bonds to obtain gold and to use such surplus reve- 
nues as he may have on hand. 

The Government has undertaken two things: first, the shrinkage of 
the amount of currency, and, second, the possession of gold in such 
quantity that the one can be converted into the other. The smaller, 
therefore, the quantity of gold that can be obtained the greater must 
be the reduction of paper money in order to rest dollar for dollar on 
such a narrow metallic basis. It becomes important in this view to 
know what has been done under the law of January, 1875, in ac- 
cumulating gold as a basis for specie payments a year hence. Many 
efforts have been made to ascertain the exact amount of actual gold 
which this Government now owns, none of which has been entirely 
successful, for the reason that the sum is so small, but it is perfectly 
safe to state, after deducting the amount due as interest on bonds, 
that tnere are not this day fifty millions of gold in the United States 





be to stand good for the redemption of $350,007,302.50 of lecal-te, 
notes, commonly called greeubacks, and $291,874,236 of national. 
note circulation, making in all the sum of $641,881,544.50. It is von, 
plain, even to those who believe that $1 in gold is sufficient for th»... 
culation and redemption of $3 in paper, that our present condi:j., 
of $1 in gold to about fourteen in paper must be radically pey,)y, 
tionized against the day fixed for specie resumption. What prot, 
ability is there of any large increase of gold in the vaults o; th, 
Treasury? Will specie resumption be reached within the | se 
year by leveling up the amount of gold in our possession or by Jey, 
ing down the amount of currency in circulation? No one claims tj: 
foreign nations will supply our want of gold. io 

On the contrary, nearly all the produce of our mines goes to the; 
to pay interest on public securities held abroad. But even jf ¢)), 
Government could turn the entire gold yield of every American qyine 
into the Treasury between this and the Ist day of January, 179 +), 
supply would fall far short of a specie basis for one-tenth part of 
our present circulation. During the year that has just closed, [+> 
the gold coinage of our mints reached only the sum of $44,075.19) 
The bulk of this sum went abroad, a portion of it is hoarded 
private parties, and a small fraction, perhaps, found its way into the 
coffers of the Government. An examination of the report of tly 
Director of the Mint for 1877 shows that the entire coinage of go}, 
in the United States from the establishment of the Mint in 1743 + 
the present time amounts to but $983,159,695. This is the slow ani 
comparatively small production of gold money in the long space oj 
eighty-four years, nearly the whole life-time of the American Repub. 
lic; less than $1,000,000,000 ; less than enough to pay for one sing) 
crop of agricultural products in the western States of Ohio, Ke; 
tucky, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Missouri, Minnesota 
Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska; and less than one-half enough to pa} 
the national debt as it exists to-day. Is there no lesson oi wis 
in these figures for the statesman of these times? They are the ex 
perience of almost acentury. Do they encourage any reasona)\ 
being to believe that gold enough can be obtained by this Gover. 
ment in the next twelve months to redeem its currency and to en 
ble its citizens to do business on a specie basis? Is there anywher 
in America or in the whole universe a new fountain of gold, pouring 
forth increased volumes, from which our parched and scanty 1 
sources may be replenished? 

The very reverse is the fact. Old fountains are drying up; their 
streams are diminishing; no wizard’s rod can smite the earth and in- 
dicate where new supplies will break forth. But the requirements 
of the Government for gold constitute but a small portion of the de- 
mand. The American people at this time are enormously in debt; 
more than any other people beneath the sun. Their State and u 
nicipal debts of all kinds, and their private debts to each other, hav: 
been variously estimated at from six to ten thousand million dollars. 
Every dollar of this vast indebtedness will call for gold coin at 
the Ist day of January, 1879. Where are the people to obtain sutl 
cient gold with which to pay their debts and transact their busi- 
ness? The questien is one that may well terrify every man who 
owes his neighbor anything, for there is not now, and never has 
been at any one time, enough gold in circulation as money on the 
face of the whole earth to meet this demand. If, therefore, specie 
payments are in reality to be resumed in January, 1879, the Govern- 
ment has yet to destroy at least two-thirds of its present paper cir- 
culation, and the people on this reduced basis, and under the gold 
standard alone, will be compelled to meet their debts and their 
taxes which have undergone no diminution. 

Sir, here the bad faith of this Government toward the great mass 
of its citizens culminates. To a people in debt the destruction of 
their money is the virtual increase of their indebtedness to the ex- 
tent of the money destroyed. If a man makes a contract to pay one 
hundred dollars on a given day, and has just that sum of money i 
his possession at the date of the contract, he is doing business 
securely. If, however, fifty dollars are taken from him by force, and 
he is left to meet his contract on one-half the amount needed, bis 
bankruptcy necessarily follows. The American people were supplicé 
with one amount of currency on which to contract debts, both publi 
and private, and they are now to have another, and far smaier 
amount, with which to pay them. They entered into all their exist- 
ing obligations with comparatively plenty of money in their hands. 
By the laws of this Government now they are first to be deprived » 
one-half their money, and then required to pay every obligation © 
full. The national debt was contracted on the basis of inflation, ane 
is to be paid on the narrowest basis of the most merciless contraction. 
A thonsand-dollar bond for which only $600 in gold was realize a 
by the Government, in its distress, at the time of its Issue, bis 
now to be taken up and paid for with over a thousand dollars in go" 
by the tax-payers. The farmer who bought land with deterred py 
ments; the mechanic who purchased a house and lot and maces 
mortgage for the balance of the purchase-money ; the business Mt 
who uses his credit as a part of his capital, have all found the weigh} 
of their obligations largely increased by being deprived of the — 
in meeting them. They must be met, however, and proper's a 
of the absence of money, changes hands from the debtor to the pod 
itor classes in payment of debts. It changes hands, too, at si¢ 
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reduced values that the business man is sold out and closed up, and | deceitful persuasion, artful speech, or open menace and assault, they 
homes are swept away, often for the want of a very small sum of | have not ceased to bring blight and ruin to the people. The very 


— the act demonetizing silver, supplemented as it has been by 
-he act for a forced resumption of specie payments, the property of 
the people of the United States has shrunk not less than 35 per cent. 
in value. What could be sold for $100 five years ago can be bought 
now for $60 on an average all over the country. This is a criminal 
wontiseation of property amounting to not less in value than $10,000,- 
vw) Q00 when the estimate is applied to every State and section alike. 


| to act. 


In this vast shrinkage of all values, arising from the shrinkage of | 


mouey in circulation, is to be found the immediate cause of that gen- 
eral bankruptey and rain which now fill the land with the sound of 
falling business houses, commercial failures, broken savings banks, 
and the lamentations of the poor who have been robbed of their hard 
earnings and of the opportunity to earn more. Under the influence 
of this policy nearly forty thousand business failures have taken 
lace in this country since February, 1873, with liabilities amounting 
in the aggregate to over $1,000,000,000. The heart sickens in think- 
ing for a moment of the sorrows, the broken hearts, the shattered 
hopes, the suicides which these figures represent. If the policy of 
this Government has been to inflict the greatest misery on the great- 
est number its success has been complete. It is in vain to attribute 
such wide-spread disasters to other causes. We sometimes hear them 
ascribed to what is vaguely styled overproduction. I would gladly 
know what is meant by this oracular term. Overproduction! What 
is it that we overproduce? Is there too much food, clothing, and 
other necessities of life? Has the soil yielded too much wheat, corn, 
hay, cotton, sugar, rice? The producer is one who creates wealth, 
and overproduction would therefore signify too great an amount of 
wealth. It will be hard to convince a sane mind that an overtlow of 
wealth is the cause of depression and gloom, of financial calamities 
and rapidly increasing poverty, and of laborers praying, and praying 
in vain, for the privilege, once afforded to slaves, of working for the 
bare means of subsistence. The mission of wealth produced by toil 
from the bosom of the earth is far different from this. Unless de- 
prived of its natural functions by pernicious laws it brings abundant 
happiness to a people and establishes smiling content in their midst. 

But the cause most commonly assigned by the authors of our finan- 
cial policy for its baleful effects on the business and labor of the 
country is that the currency has been and is yet in an intlated condi- 
tion, and that real prosperity can only be attained by its reduction to 
the gold basis. The evils of inflation have been painted in the darkest 
colors for years past, and on all occasions. I am not an intlationist 
in any sense that would disturb the true interest of trade and cdm- 
meree, nor would it ever be necessary to discuss the question at all 
if the contractionist had only been willing to let the volume of our 
currency remain at the point where the country prospered most and 
the people were happiest. A comparison between the periols when 
our paper circulation was greatest and the years of contraction which 
have followed is crushing to the advocates of the latter policy. Dur- 
ing the whole fouryears of 1863, 1864, 1865, and 1866, when the volume 
of our currency averaged over a thousand millions, the business fail- 
ures of the entire country reached only twenty-one hundred and 
sixty-seven; less in number than occurred in any three months of the 
year just closed. Is this an argument against a full and generous 
circulation of money? During the period which is now stigmatized 
as one of inflation the windows of business houses were not dark- 
ened, and business men did not go as mourners about the streets. 
The laborer did not go home without bread to his wife and children. 
Helpless millions did not cower and tremble at the approach of 
winter for the lack of food and shelter. The public peace was not 
broken by riots in resistance to starvation wages. The courts were 
not principally occupied in enforcing collections, foreclosing mort- 
gages, ordering sheritf sales, or in punishing the destitute and the 
outeast. These are some things which did not take place. 
that did are equally striking. Good wages and good prices stim- 
ulated every laboring-man’s muscle, every business man’s brain, and 
every power of machinery into the highest and most productive 
activity. Hope and encouragement were in every heart. New 
farms were bought and cultivated; new workshops were opened; 
hew manufactories were established ; new towns and cities were 
founded, and old ones expanded and improved ; new railroads were 
built, giving employment to millions and bringing the remotest and 
most obscure regions into immediate contact with trade and civil- 
ization; new mines of iron, coal, and silver were sunk into the earth, 
whose contents in return assisted in the glad work of a universal, 
individual, and national prosperity. Am I to be reminded that this 
Well-known condition of general welfare and happiness was a de- 
‘usion, that it was unreal and could not last? 


people? But why did it not last? But one answer can be given: 

he money power determined it should not last. The Garden of 
Eden before the fall was not more hateful in the eyes of Satan than 
Was this picture of plenty and prosperity to those whose gains and 


profits depended on the scarcity of money in the hands of the people 
ee; onsequent hard times. They began their work of-spoliation in 


» and they have made the downfall complete. They have haunted 
o— halls; they have thundered at these doors; they have fortitied 
‘hemselves in the high places of this Government, and, whether by 
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Why was it 2 delu- | made the banker of the country, and he is banking on the interest- 


sion? Were not its comforts and blessings a reality to the American | 


Others | 


madness of avarice has impelled them from blow to blow, from act 
The picture of general welfare that I have drawn, indeed, 
did not last. It has been defaced, torn, stamped under foot by the 
repeated acts of legislation inspired by remorseless greed. The peo- 
ple asked for no such change. They never sent petitions here ask- 
ing for any of the enactments of the last twelve years. They would 
have been glad to be let alone and to allow the natural laws of trade 
and business to work out a safe solution of every financial problem. 
Loud complaint is now made by thoughtless or designing persons 
that the question of our finances is under agitation. Every act of 
legislation thus far has been dictated by invested capital, and not one 
by the people. Every agitation of the question in Congress, until 
the present, has been made in the same interest and to gain addi- 
tional advantages. 

The people thus far have borne their wrongs in the forbearing hope 
that they would cease, and if now they rise at last and see to it that 
their rights are better respected, it is because the full measure of 
their patience is exhausted. When their prostrate and suffering con- 
dition, however, is forced on the unwilling recognition of the money 
power, we are often met with the impatient argument that it is not 
for the Government to make money for the people. I might content 
myself with answering that it is certainly not for the Government to 
destroy money for the people. Those who deny the right of the Gov- 
ernment to regulate the amount of currency in circulation overlook 
the fact that they have been dictating that very policy to be pur- 
sued for themselves; only that they have always caused it to be reg- 
ulated downward instead of upward. 

But what is the duty of the Government in this regard? Is it true 
that the people are not dependent on the policy of their Government 
for money on which to do business? Is it true, as often asserted, that 
in some way or other those who are willing to work, or have some- 
thing to sell, can always obtain money regardless of all financial 
legislation? No greater fallacy than this was ever put forward in 
defense of wrong and injustice. Money is the creature of government 
both as to quality and quantity. It exists merely by the assertion of 
law, and in no other way. Article 1, section 8, of the Constitution of 
the United States provides that ‘‘The Congress shall have power 
* * * to coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures,” and section 10 of 
the same article denies all such powers to the States, thus making 
Congress the exclusive creator of money for the American people. 
Without the action of Congress not one dollar can exist in the United 
States. If the article called money, whether of gold, silver, or paper, 
is necessary at all in the transactions of life, here alone is the fountain 
from which it emanates. How, then, shall this high power be exer- 
cised? Shall only enough lawful money be created, in proportion to 
the labor and other commodities which it is designed to pay for, to 
give ten cents a day to the laborer, and $10 for a horse; or shall it be 
turnished in sufficient amount to afford a just equivalent for labor and 
for every other thing of value? On the answer to this question has 
depended the prosperity or the adversity of the American people in 
all the past; on it their present deplorable condition can alone be 
explained, and their future fate foretold. A circulating medium 


| being a recognized necessity of civilized nations, and its existence 


depending solely on national authority, that government which, for 
any reason, fails to make a supply adequate to the business prosperity 
of its citizens, violates that fundamental compact of duty which must 
prevail in every free political commonwealth. 

Not only, however, has this Government failed in this great duty, 
but the manner it has adopted to furnish the people with their lim- 
ited and insufticient supply of currency was conceived and perfected 
by the owners of retired inactive capital. The system of national 
banking now in use is the most elaborate and complete scheme for 
making the people pay tribute to wealth, in order to obtain a cireu- 
lating medium, ever known in the financial history of the world. 
There is not a dollar to-day in the hands of the people on which they 
have not paid a tax for the privilege of having it put in circulation 
by the Government. The national bank is the middle-man betwé@en 
the Government and the people, and is enormously paid for doing 
what the Government ought directly to do itself. According to the 


| report of the Comptroller of the Currency there were two thousand 


and cighty national banks October 1, 1577, and they owned in even 
numbers $336,000,000 of Government bonds as the basis of a bank- 
note circulation of $291,000,000. The interest paid by the people on 
the bonds thus used to secure a currency on which to transact their 
business amounts to not less than $16,000,000 per annum. This isthe 


tax paid for the bank-note circulation. The bondholder has been 





bearing debt of the people. For every $100 of currency they pay him 
nearly $6 interest on the bonds which secure that hundred. His ad- 
vantages, however, only begin with this bonus of sixteen millions. 
The report of the Comptroller shows that, October 1, 1877, the na- 
tional banks had loans outstanding to the amount of eight hundred 
and ninety-one millions. No one will pretend that these loans are 
made on an average interest of less than 10 per cent. This makes an 
interest account of eighty-nine millions per annum, and this is an 
under rather than an over estimate. Of other bonds, stocks, debts, 
real estate, specie, currency, clearing-house exchanges, United States 
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certificates of deposit, and all other resources, the property of the 

national banks. at the above date, amounted to something over five 

hundred and fourteen millions, which, at the low rate of 5 per cent., 

makes an additional interest income of twenty-five millions. The 

following statement will therefore correctly represent the facts: 
October 1, 1877 


NationAl banks 


Resources an a kee $1, 741, 000, 000 
Interest on resources paid by the people per annum...... 130, 000, 000 

In return for the establishment of this stupendous money power it 
simply acts as an agent in transmitting the currency of the United 
Stutes from the Treasury to the people. Will any one pretend that 
a cheaper and more equitable mode of supplying the country with a 
circulating medium cannot be framed by our legislative wisdom ? 
In fact can any one for a moment defend such a system of monopoly 
and oppression ? He who desires its permanence desires also the per- 
manence of the national bonded debt. The two are inseparable. One 
rests upon the other. If the national banks are a blessing then our 
public debt is a blessing, for the debt supports the banks. This idea 
is embraced in the act of January, 1875. Provision is made in the 
third section of that act for an increased number of “ banking asso- 
ciations” to be based on an increased number of interest-bearing 
bonds sold for that purpose. They are armed too by this section with 
hostile powers against the legal-tender greenback. With the aid of 
the Secretary of the Treasury they are authorized to exterminate 
this favorite money of the people. For every $100 issued after the 
date of the act of January, 1575, by the national banks then in exist- 
ence or organized afterward $20 in legal-tender notes are to be with- 
drawn from circulation and destroyed until that currency is contracted 
to the limit of $300,000,000, The purpose of this legislation is to make 
the banks completely master of the financial situation and to subor- 
dinate all the wants and interests of the American people to their 
will and pleasure. And in order to facilitate this purpose the green- 
back dollar has been denounced with every epithet of contempt and 
derision known to the English language. I will not pause now to 
defend this great money in its contest with those who are bent on its 
destruction. Its reputation in peace and in war is known to all. 
The soldiers and the sailors knew it in the great hour of peril; their 
widows, their orphans, and their maimed and crippled comrades have 
known it ever since. The people of every class and of every party, 
engaged in business and labor, know that, in spite of all assaults, in 
spite of the fact that the Government dishonors it by refusing to take 
it for Gevernment dues, and in spite of the fact that there is not gold 
enough in the Treasury to redeem it at ten cents on the dollar, yet 
to-day it ranks but 3 per cent. below gold in the money markets that 
are most hostile to its existence. All these things are known and 
treasured up, and I do not dwell upon them now. 

Sir, thus far | have spoken in pointing out what I conceive to be 
the vicious legislation of this country on the great and paramount 
<juestion of its finances. There are two opposing ideas on this sub- 
ject now thoroughly aroused into vigilance and activity. On the 
one hand is the vast money-power in all its various developments of 
bonds, banks, and loaning associations, and on the other are the great 
industries, the active business, and the laboring people. The issne 
has been years in making up, but it is now joined. Nobody need be 
deceived. All the wide-spread influences of capital are organized 
and combined. The holders of public securities in America and in 
Europe work together. They think and act in concert. 

The national banks of the United States have a solid organization 
to protect what they have and to get as much more as possible. 
They are asking now to be relieved from paying taxes on their circu- 
lation and deposits, in order that they may enjoy their enormous 
profits free from all burdens for the support of the Government. As- 
sociations of capitalists, engaged in obtaining mortgages at 12 
per cent. interest on western farms, on account of the scarcity of 
money in that section, are not only striving to make all such mort- 
gages payable in gold a year hence, but they are threatening those 
in pecuniary distress that they shall have no further favors at the 
same rates unless they agree in advance to pay gold in return for 
gr@nback loans. The power of money in the midst of times like 
these is very great, but I am much deceived in the people if they 
have not turned at last in defiance and bold warning upon their op- 
pressors. They are not in favor of repudiating a single dollar of 
their public or private debts. They intend to pay everything they 
owe, but they intend to submit to no more changes of contracts, 
violations of obligations, and breaches of public faith, in order to in- 
crease their indebtedness or to take away their means to pay it. 
They demand, too, that certain specific wrongs shall be redressed. 

First, those for whom I speak demand the restoration of the silver 
dollar exactly as it stood before it was touched by the act of Feb- 
ruary, 1573. They desire that it shall have unlimited coinage, not 
fearing that it will become too plenty for their wants; and that it 
be made a full legal tender, believing that itis as good now with 
which to pay @l debts, public and private, as it was during eighty- 
one years of American history. 

Second, they demand the repeal, unconditionally, of the act of Jan- 
uary 14, 1875, compelling a resumption of specie payments in January, 
1879, holding that the question of a return to a specie basis for our 
currency should be controlled entirely by the business interests of 
the country. They do not believe that the country should be dragged 
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through the depths of ruin, wretchedness, and degradation in orde 
reach a gold standard for the benefit alone of the income classes 

Third, they demand that the national-banking system be remoyes 
and a circulating medium provided by the Government for the per 
ple, without taxing them for the privilege of obtaining it. And tie. 
ask that the amount thus placed in circulation shall bear a eee. 
able and judicious proportion to the business transactions and +). 
population of the United States. 

Fourth, they demand that the currency circulated on the authori: 
of the Government shall be made a legal tender in payment of i) 
debts, public and private, including all dues to the Government, we)) 
knowing that it will then be at par with gold, or more likely at , 
premium over it. 

And fifth, they demand that hereafter the financial policy of th, 
country be framed permanently in their interest ; that they shall yo: 
be discriminated against in future legislation as in the past, and that 
their prosperity, and not the mere growth of incomes to retired ¢qyj. 
talists, shall be the primary duty of the Government. 

In my judgment, these demands are just and moderate. | implore 
Senators not to suppose that they can be disregarded with safety, |; 
they are rejected now they will be renewed hereafter with still greate; 
determination and perhaps with others added. I plead for the finan. 
cial credit of the Government. It rests on the popular will alone. 
and that will can no longer be defied or menaced with impunity, 
The people are sovereign, and they can bind and they can loosep, 
If the money power is advised with wisdom it will stop and retrace 
its steps. It confronts a power now mightier than itself: a free peo- 
ple at the ballot-box, inflamed by a sense of injustice and oppression, 
If, however, it is joined to its golden idol; if its heart is hardened 
and its neck stiffened by its vast possessions; if the burning lust of 
avarice has made it deaf to the voice of reason and blind to all hu. 
man experience, it will push on in its career, until it works its 
own destruction ; for, sooner or later, the people, irrespective of party 
names, will unite in their own defense and establish justice. They 
have been slow to believe that there was a deliberate purpose to 
degrade and impoverish the great producing classes, but they are 
being rapidly educated now. The condition of the country is a 
teacher whose awful lesson is engraven on all their hearts. They 
have also recently read the proclamations of the great organs of the 
money power, removing all disguise as to the meaning of our finan- 
cial legislation and the misery it has created. In the columns of one 
they have read that— 

The American laborer must make up his mind henceforth not to be so much 
better off than the European laborer. Men must be content to work for low 
wages. * * * In this way the workingman will be nearer to that station in 
life to which it has pleased God to call him. 

In the columns of another organ of consolidated capital they have 
read the following revolting sentiments : 

There seems to be but one remedy. It isa change of the ownership of the soi! 
and the creation of aclass of land owners on the one hand and of tenant-farmers 
on the other; something similar im both cases to what has long existed and now 
exists in the older countries of Europe. 

And in every form in which the English language can be used the 
American people, and especially the people of the West, have been 
notified, not that their consent will be asked, but that they will be 
compelled to submit to the legislation which results in this British 
system of baronial landed estates, a dependent tenantry and pauper 
wages forthe workingman. Sir, I have no word of menace to utter 
on this floor, but, in behalf of every laborer and every owner of tle 
soil whom I represent, I warn all such as value their investments 
that when these doctrines of despotism are sought to be enforced 
this fair land will again be convulsed in agony and the fires of 
liberty will blaze forth again, as they did a hundred years ago, in 
defense of the natural rightsof man. May the wisdom of our fathers 
and the benignity of our God avert such an issue; but if it shall 
come, if infatuation has seized our councils, the result will only add 
one more instance to the long catalogue of human crime and folly, 
where avarice, like ambition, overleaps itself and in its unholy at- 
tempt to rob others of their possessions loses its own. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate now adjourn. ; 

The motion was agreed to; and (at three o’clock and ten minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


rto 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 15, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON. 

The Journal of yesterday was read in part, when i 

Mr. DUNNELL asked unanimous consent that the further reading 
of the Journal be dispensed with. p 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 


ter from the Clerk of the House of Representatives, transmitting his 
annual report of the contingent expenses of the House for the fise 
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vear ending June 30, 1877; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 
GOVERNMENT PROPERTY IN POSSESSION OF CLERK. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
. letter from the Clerk of the House of Representatives, transmit- 
ting an inventory of property belonging to the United States, in his 
possession December 3, 1877; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

OFFICERS OF QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 

(he SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 

iatter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the petition of cer- 
tain officers of the Quartermaster’s Department praying restoration 
+ their former places upon the Army list; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, 

CONTINGENT FUND OF NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
. letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a statement of 
the contingent fund of the Navy Department; which was referred 
to the Committee on Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

ASSISTANT LAW PROFESSOR AT WEST POINT. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of War, transmitting a letter 
from the professor of law of the Military Academy at West Point in 
reference to an appropriation for the payment of an assistant profes- 
sor of law of that institution ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS, 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
resolutions of the Union League Club of New York, opposing legisla- 
tion tending to defeat the resumption of payments on a gold basis 
as now provided by law ; which were referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 


CLAIMS ALLOWED IN TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compli- 
ance with the second section of the act of June 16, 1874, a list of 
three hundred and forty-five claims, with the papers in each case, 
arising under the act of July 4, 1864, which have been examined and 
allowed ; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. BANKS. Anumber of gentlemen have petitions with reference 
to woman suffrage which they were not able to present yesterday. 
lask consent of the House that these petitions may be received at 
the Clerk’s desk at any time during this day, and printed in the 
Journal and the RECORD with their indorsements, in the same manner 
as was done with similar petitions yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Would it not be just as well to place those 
petitions in the petition-box in the ordinary way ? 

The SPEAKER. That is substantially what is proposed to be 
done. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I understood the request was that the petitions 
should be read atthe desk to-day. 

The SPEAKER. That is not the request. The only request made 
which is not provided for by the rules is that the superscription of 
the petitions shall be printed in full in the Recorp. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. 1 wish to say that I have received two petitions 
from my district, in which I believe there are two hundred and fifty 
thousand residents; and I find on those petitions about fifteen or 
twenty names only. I do not desire the people of my district to be 
held responsible for the action of those few persons. 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter for the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia, (Mr. LUTTRELL.] The Chair hears no objection to the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BANnks,] and it is 
agreed to, 

FIRE AT PATENT OFFICE. 


Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 81) to print 5,000 copies of the Official Gazette of 
October 9, 1877, containing an account of the fire of September 4, 
I*'7; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

MARITIME JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


J Mr. DUNNELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
*404) to declare and define the jurisdiction of the United States over 
the harbors and navigable waters of the United States; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


SAINT GEORGE'S CHURCH, ACCOMAC COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


9 Mr. DOUGLAS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
465) to indemnify Saint George’s church, Accomac County, Vir- 
ee for damage done by the United States troops under Brigadier- 

eral H. H. Lockwood during the late civil war; which was read 


‘first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


OPEN CORRESPONDENCE THROUGH THE MAILS. 

Mr. BLAIR, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2466) to facilitate open correspondence through the mails and reduce 
postage thereon ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 


JOHN L. BRITTON. 


Mr. BLAIR also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2467) for the relief of John L. Britton, late drum-major of the 
Second New Hampshire Volunteers; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ABSENTEES. 

Mr. ROBBINS. 
resolutions. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be instructed to inquire into the propri 
ety of a rule, and if they deem it expedient to report a rule, requiring the Rrcorp 
to print the vote on each question taken by yeas and nays under tour heads, namely: 
“veas,"’ “nays,” “paired,” and ‘absent unpaired ; : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be instructed to inquire into the expe 
diency of a rule to prohibit pairing by members and to require all non-voters to be 


reported simply as absentees and to forbid any notice of pairs by members being 
given in the House. 


Mr. SOUTHARD. I object. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Let it go te the committee. 
committee to inquire. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I do not object to the reference. 

Mr. ROBBINS. It is simply a resolution instructing the committee 
to inquire into the subject. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I think gentlemen of this House should have 
sense of duty sufficient to discharge their public obligations without 
being whipped into so doing by being heralded for default all over 
the country in the press and otherwise. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I wish to have the Committee on Rules inquire 
into the subject, and that is all I ask. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I insist on my objection to the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Let it be referred. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. Very well, Ido not object to its reference to the 
Committee on Rules. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on the Rules. 


I ask unanimous consent to submit the following 


It only instructs the 


RESTORED ARMY AND NAVY OFFICERS. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 2468) to amend section 1223 of the Revised Statutes 
reluting to the pay and allowance of ofticers of the Army and Navy 
who have been dismissed and afterward restored to the service ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


IMMIGRATION REPORT. 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution ; which under the rules was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed tom the stereotyped plates 2,000 copies of the 
special report on immigration, with information for immigrants, compiled by 
Edward Young, chief of the Bureau of Statistics, 1,000 copies for the House and 
1,000 copies for distribution by the Treasury Department. 


INTERNAL- REVENUE 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. I ask unanimous consent to pre- 
sent the following preamble and resolution, and, as it is a subject in 
which a great many people take a deep interest, I ask they be read, 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


Whereas it appears from the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
for 1876 that the whole amount of tax collected from internal revenues for that year 
was $115,417,747.33, of which sum the State of Illinois, with a property valuation, 
according to the census of 1870, of $2,121,6-0,579, paid $25,522,960.71, while the State 
of New York, with a property valnation of $6,500,841,264, paid only $14,655,081.89 ; 
the State of Ohio, with $2,235,430,300, paid $16,610,446.09, while Pennsylvania, with 
$3,208, 340,112, paid only $5,981,273.46 ; the State of Kentucky, with $04,318,552, 

id $7,648,612.13, while the State of Massachusetts, with $2,152,148,741, paid only 

2,759,653.61, thus showing that Kentucky, with less than one-third the wealth of 
Massachusetts, paid nearly three times as much of said tax; the Stateof Virginia, 
with $409,588,133, paid 313,021.13, while the States of Maine and Rhode Island, 
combined, with $645,121,317, paid only $314,826.48, or less than one-thirtieih, in the 
roportion, paid by Virginia; the State of North Carolina, with $260,757,245, paid 
1,679,345.69, while Vermont, with $245,349,553, paid only $48,097.15, thus making it 
manifest that the burdens of this tax are unequally and unjustly distributed and 
made to bear most heavily upon States least able to pay; and 

Whereas it appears from said report that the whole amount assessed was 
$136 ,756,374.40, while the amount collected was only $115,417,747.33, showing a loss 
of $21,338,627.07, while the cost of collection was $4,259, 282.22 ; and 

Whereas the temptations to frauds, evasions, and violations of said law, by 
reason of its unequal impositions and the modes of its collection, have tended to 
demoralize the country and diminish that respect and reverence for law which have 
characterized the American people ; and 

Whereas an equal apportionment of the burdens of taxation among the dif- 
ferent States and sections of the Union is the dictate of sound policy as well as of 
justice: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means, in providing the means for 
defraying the ex penses of the Government, be instructed to provide for the total 
abolitien of the internal-revenue system, or, if this shall be found impracticable, 
then to so modify and change the same as to impose its burdens equally upon all 
sections, and, by reducing the taxes now imposed and providing a less obnoxious 
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mode of collecting the same, remove the just ground for complaint which now 
exists. and remove also the temptations to fraud, evasions, and violations which 
have brought reproach upon the whole system. 
Mr. COVERT. I object. . 
The SPEAKER. The preamble and resolution therefore are not 
before the House. 
BURIAL OF LIEUTENANT W. L. ENGLISH. 


Mr. KNAPP, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2469) relative to the burial of Lieutenant W. L. English; which was 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. KNAPP. I ask that the bill be put upon its passage. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Secretary of War, at such 
time as in his discretion may be proper, to have removed to the ceme- 
tery at Jacksonville, in the State of Illinois, and have buried there, 
the remains of Lieutenant W. L. English, who was killed at the Big 
Hole battle, in Montana Territory, in August, 1877, and whose re- 
mains are at present buried at Deer Lodge, and appropriates $600 for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CLYMER. Let it be referred. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


INVENTOR OF THE SOLAR COMPASS. 

Mr. HUBBELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2470) for the relief of the heirs of the late W. C. Burt, inventor 
of the solar compass, adopted and used in the public surveys of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


SOLDIERS AND SAILORS’ HOMESTEAD. 


Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2471) to amend section 5 of an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act 
relating to the soldiers and sailors’ homestead ;” which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ELIAS B. BELL. 


Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2472) for the relief of Elias B. Bell, late private of Company E, Third 
Regiment West Virginia Cavalry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DISTRIBUTION OF APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. SHELLEY, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Reform in the 
Civil Service: 

Resolved, That a committee of three members of this House be appointed to in- 
quire and ascertain whether the Treasury Department of the United States has 
complied with the act of Congress of March 3, 1875, entitled “An act making ap- 
propriations for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1876, and for other purposes,” touching the ap- 
pointments of the Treasury Department, and requiring such appointments to be 
80 arranged as to be equally distributed between the several States of the United 
States, Territories, and the District of Columbia according to population, (pages 
398 and 399, volume 18, part 3, United States Statutes at Sansa with power to 
send for persons and papers, and to report at any time. 


ORDER TO PRINT. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. LIask that by unanimous consent the memorial 
accompanying the bill (H. R. No. 2283) to enable the Secre of the 
Interior to make final settlement with the Pottawatomie Indians of 
Michigan and Indiana, under treaty stipulations existing with them, 
be printed. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


ESTATE OF SOPHIA A. FOX. 


Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2473) for the relief of the estate of Sophia A. Fox, deceased, of 
Warren County, Mississippi; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


FORT HALL INDIAN RESERVATION, 


Mr. FENN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill Se R. No. 2474) 
to provide for a reduction of the area of the Fort Hall Indian reserva- 
tion, in Idaho Territory ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 


ISSUE OF ARMS, ETC., TO IDAHO. 

Mr. FENN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 82) providing for issuing arms and ammunition to the 
Territory of Idaho under the act approved July 3, 1876; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSENGER IN FOLDING-ROOM. 


_ Mr. CRITTENDEN, by unanimous consent, introduced the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of 
Accounts: 
_ Resolved, That a messenger be employed by the Doorkeeper to serve in the fold- 
ing-room. 
DANIEL LEWIS. 

Mr. VANCE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the sum of $250 be paid Daniel Lewis out of the contingent fund 
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of the House for services rendered in the Doorkeeper’s departm 
day of March to the Ist of July, 1877. ™ ant from the tet 


JAMES F. EDWARDS. 


Mr. BUCKNER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of 4. 
counts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he js hereby 
authorized and directed to pay to James F, Edwards out of the contingent fund of 


the House the sum of $111.11, for his services as messenger in the Doorkeeper 
department from December 1, 1877, to January 10, 1878. - 


LEGAL TENDER. 
Mr. FRANKLIN. I ask unanimous consent to offer for presey; 
consideration the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it 1s the opinion of this House that United States notes should je 
made a legal tender in payment of duties on imports, and the Committee on Bank 


ing and Currency are instructed, at as early a period as may be practicable. to 
report a bill to this House for that purpose. 


Mr. FRYE. I object: 

MAIL SUBCONTRACTORS. 

Mr. WADDELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2475) for the protection of subcontractors in carrying the mails: 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee o; 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


LIFE-BOAT SERVICE. 

Mr. VEEDER, by unanimous consent,submitted the following res. 
olution; which was read, and referred tothe Committee on Commerce: 

Resolved, That in consequence of the many disasters at sea, and the great loss of 
life occasioned thereby, the board of supervising inspectors of steamboats be, 
and is hereby, instructed to immediately examine into and report to the House of 
Representatives on the merits of the various life-boats, life-rafts, or other means 
of saving life at sea, to the end that suitable laws shall be enacted for protection 
of all those navigating and traveling the seas and inland waters. 


WILLIAM C. WHITTLE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. GOODE. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a bill and put 
it upon its passage to remove the political disabilities of William C. 
Whittle and others, of Virginia. 

The SREAKER. The bill will be read for information, after 
which objections, if any, will be in order. 

The bill was read. It proposes to relieve (two-thirds of each 
House concurring therein) William C. Whittle, Thomas Jefferson 
Page, William Sharp, John D. Simms, C. H. Kennedy, Virginius 
Freeman, of Virginia, and C. H. Williamson, of New York, of all 
political disabilities imposed upon them by the third section of the 
fourteenth article of amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. FRYE. Is there a request in each case ? 

Mr. GOODE. Yes, sir; there is a request in each case and a bill 
for the relief of each of these persons was passed by the House last 
session. 

Mr. FRYE. Then I have no objection. 

Mr. BREWER. I object. 

There being objectiou, the bill was not received. 


J. J. SINTS. 


On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, by unanimous consent, leave was 
given to withdraw from the files of the House the petition aud 
accompanying papers in the case of J. J. Sints for compensation as 
custodian of public property at Erie, Pennsylvania, and to refer the 
same to the Committee of Claims. 


REMISSION OF DUTIES. 


Mr. MORSE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
2476) to remit the duties upon certain goods destroyed as fire at the 
late conflagration at the city of Boston; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BALTIMORE DRY-DOCK. 


Mr. SWANN, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res0- 
olution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to communicate to the House 
of Representatives any information he may have in regard to an application of 
certain citizens of Baltimore for the grant of a portion of any at Fort ~ 
Henry, in the city of Baltimore, for the construction of a dry-dock upon terms at 
conditions beneficial to the Government, as set forth in a communication to the 
Secretary of War on the 26th of May, 1877. 


CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. as 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama, by unanimous consent, submitted 

the following resolution; which was read, and referred to the Com 
mittee of Accounts: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the Post-Office Department be 
allowed a clerk. 


CONTRACTION OF THE CURRENCY. ' 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent to offer for considera 
tion at this time a bill to prevent the further contraction of the cur 
rency. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
America in = assembled, That the volume of the legal-tender notes eae 
nited States shall not be contracted or reduced below the amount of $350, ; 
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i any surplus of such notes, received or redeemed by the Government, that may 
and the Treasury at any time in excess of the sums required to meet the appro- 
be stone made by Congress, shall be reissued by the Secretary of the Treasury 

+7 purchase of coin for the payment of the coin obligations of the United 
Rtates or for the purchase of the outstanding bonds thereof under such regula 


tions as to notice of such purchases as will best protect the interests of the Gov- | 


— All acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this act are 


hereby repealed. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I object to the consideration of that bill at this 
time, but not to its reference. me 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will not the gentleman from Ohio consent to i 
being made the special order for some day during the present week 

Mr. BURCHARD. Let the bill be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I object to that reference. 

Mr. BURCHARD. It relates to the payment of the debt. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I must insist on my objection to that reference. 
The object of the bill is to prevent the contraction of the currency 
below $350,000,000. 

Mr. GARFIELD. And it should certainly go to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The contraction of the currency now nearly 
reaches that point. 

The SPEAKER. One part of the bill relates to the currency and 
another part relates to the indebtedness of the United States. It is 
a question for the House to determine to which committee it shall 
be referred. 

Mr. WOOD. Let it be reported again. 

The bill was again read. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the motion of the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. BURCHARD] to refer the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BURCHARD. 
the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I objected to allowing the committee to report 
at any time. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The reception of the bill was objected to and 
it is not before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. GARFIELD] to object to the present consideration of the bill; 
but not to its reception for reference. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That was all. 

The SPEAKER. And the gentleman himself suggested a reference. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Certainly. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Then it was only admitted for reference. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I movethat the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. SAMPSON. To report at any time? 

The SPEAKER. That has been objected to, and it requires unan- 
mous consent. : 

The question was taken on Mr. SPRINGER’S motion. and it was 
agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 2477) to prevent the further con- 
traction of the currency was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


TARIFF. 


Mr. PEDDIE, by unanimous consent, presented resolutions of the 
New York Board of Trade, requesting that raw materials used in our 
manufactures may be admitted free of duty; which were referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FINLEY. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the morning 
hour commences at two minutes after one o’clock. During the last 
morning hour there remained as unfinished business the bill (H. R. 
No, 1918) entitled “A bill for the relief of Milton B. Cushing, pay- 
master United States Navy.” 

Mr. GARFIELD. Is not that a private bill? 

The SPEAKER. The bill was reported upon a day when reports 
of public bills were in order. The gentleman from Ohio is aware 
that on public-bill days private bills may be introduced although pub- 
lic bills may not be introduced upon private-bill days. 

Mr.GARFIELD. It was reported, then, as a private bill on a day 
when reports of a public nature were in order ? 

The SPEAKER. It is a private bill reported on a public-bill day 
and it comes up now as unfinished business, and the question is upon 
ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a third time. The Chair 
will direct the bill to be read. 

The Clerk read the bill, as follows : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the accounting officers in the Treasury De- 
partment of the United States are hereby authorized and directed to cancel a 
charge of $10,000 now upon the books of said Department against Milton B. Cush- 
ing, @ paymaster in the ni 


The bill was objected to and it is not before 


against the said Cus 
The SPEAKER. The pending question is upon the motion of the 


y 2, 1866, said requisition being a fraud and forgery 


| the passage of this bill. 
| gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Foster. ] 





| amine the books of Mr. Pangborn. 


; ted States Navy, which is based upon a certain requisi- | 
cas resins ap arty dey be made by him on and to Paymaster Henry H. Pang. | 
hing 


| 


| 


gentleman from Ohio from the Sandusky district, [Mr. FosTer,} that | 


is bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. 


Mr. FOSTER. I propose to withdraw my motion to refer. Upon 
examination I find that the committee are unanimous in their report 
in favor of this bill, and that the case is really a meritorious one. I 
made the motion to refer because I felt that all such bills as this 
should go to the Committee of the Whole for discussion and investi- 
gation. I believe this House has been too lax in this matter of grant- 
ing relief in such cases as this. But after examination I believe the 
committee were right in recommending the passage of this bill, and 


| therefore I withdraw the motion to refer. 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I originally made the objection to 
I concur in the remarks just made by the 


u Before this bill passes, how- 
ever, I would like to be informed, and I would like that this House 


be informed, why proceedings were not commenced against Paymaster 
Pangborn for this $10,000. Certainly the responsibility rests some- 
where, and the Government should not be deprived of any opportu- 
nity to reclaim this money. I think it would be wise and just to 
introduce a bill authorizing the suing of the sureties of Paymaster 
Pangborn for this amount. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Although I was not the author 
of the report in this case, I have investigated it for the purpose of 
presenting the leading facts to the attention of the House. In an- 
swer to the inquiry of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 
WuiteE, | I will say that the papers in this case disclose the fact that 
when Paymaster Pangborn died his accounts were square, and that 
from the funds left in his possession at the time of his death the sum 
of $10,000 was taken, probably by one of his old clerks. Therefore I 
think that any suit brought against Mr. Pangborn’s sureties would 
fail upon the ground that he was never a defaulter. 

This case is a very simple one. When Frank Moore was an assist- 
ant paymaster of the Navy at New Orleans he made a requisition 
upon Paymaster Pangborn at Pensacola for the sum of $20,000, to be 
applied in the payment of the officers of the Navy at the New Or- 
leans station. After having made the requisition upon Mr. Pang- 
born, Mr. Moore was ordered to another place, and Mr. Cushing was 
ordered to take his place at New Orleans. 

Mr. Cushing repaired to New Orleans, and on arriving there found 
that Mr. Frank K. Moore was just about leaving, and that a vessel 
had arrived from Pensacola with $20,000 on board to answer the 
requisition of Mr. Moore. The question was immediately raised be- 
tween them whether Mr. Moore, who had already closed his accounts, 
should reopen them, or whether Mr. Cushing should give a receipt 
for $20,000. It was determined that Mr. Cushing should give a re- 
ceipt for the $20,000, and he accordingly signed a receipt upon the 
back of the duplicate requisition drawn by Moore, and received the 
$20,000 and disbursed it. 

The papers in the case, and the evidence is very clear and exact, 
show that soon after, as soon as the receipt reached Payma.ter Pang- 
born, he objected to it upon the ground that it was informal. And 
gentlemen can readily see that a requisition drawn by a particular 
officer ought to have been receipted by the same officer. Mr. Cush- 
ing receipted upon a duplicate of the requisition of Mr. Moore, and 
Mr. Pangborn probably objected to it upon that ground, and asked 
for a new receipt. Mr. Cushing accordingly, on the 2d day of May, 
1866, made this requisition upon Mr. Pangborn: 

There is required for disbursement on board this vessel and the ironclads in ordi- 


nary, and for other necessary expenditures on this station, the sum of $20,000, 
under the following appropriation, viz: Pay of the Navy, $20,000. 


That was signed by Mr. Cushing, and approved by the lieutenant- 
commander commanding. At the bottom of that requisition he also 
wrote the following words: 

NAvVY-YARD, PENSACOLA, FLORIDA. 

Received [date left blank] of Paymaster H. H. Pangborn, United States Navy, 
the sum of , for which I am accountable to the Navy and to the Treasury 
Department. 

That was signed by Mr. Cushing. Mr. Brown, an assistant pay- 
master, was on his way to Pensacola, and in order that the papers 
might be promptly exchanged, Mr. Cushing gave them to Mr. Brown 
and asked him to go to Paymaster Pangborn’s office and take up his 
old requisition and receipt and give the new one. Upon arriving at 
Pensacola, Mr. Brown was taken sick with the small-pox. Deeming 
it important that the papers should go into the possession of Mr. 
Pangborn at once, he sent it by a messenger to his office. As soon as 
Mr. Brown was able to get about, he himself called at Mr..Pangborn’s 
office. In the mean time Mr. Pangborn himself had died of the 
small-pox. Mr. Brown found a clerk who assured him that the mat- 
ter was all right, and that the original paper had been sent by mail 
to Mr. Cushing at New Orleans. 

Soon after that time, Mr. Cushing, not having received the paper, 
and being at Pensacola, called at the office and was allowed to ex- 
The clerk assured Mr. Cushing 
that the original paper bad been forwarded to him. Mr. Cushing, 
upon examining the books of Mr. Pangborn, found the account stated 
right, and that he was charged with only $10,000. 

Long afterward, when the accounts of Mr. Pangborn were settled 
at the Treasury, it turned ont that the receipt which Mr. Cushing 
had signed in blank had been filled up, the words “ May 21, 1366,” 
having been inserted in the blank for the date and the sum “ 10,000” 
having been inserted in the blank for the amount. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is no requisition of Paymaster Cushing 
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for $10,000. He never called for that amount of money and never 
received it at any time. The receipt discloses that the filling up to 
which I have just referred is in the handwriting of Mr. Pangborn’s 
clerk. Now Mr. Pangborn is dead; Mr. Brown, the messenger, is 
dead; and Paymaster Cushing is obliged of course to rely on the tes- 
timony of his wife as to conversations of Brown and one or two other 
witnesses who knew the fact that Pangborn required a duplicate 
receipt. 

This matter, when it came before the Department, was referred to 
the Second Comptroller with the expectation that the error or wrong 
would be corrected under the third section of the act of July 28, 1276, 
Ww h ( h prov ided — 

That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, 
ed, in the settlement of accounts of the disbursing officers of the Navy and 
ne Corps, to allow, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Navy, such 
ts for losses of property and funds as have occurred during the late rebellion 
and shall occur hereafter, and which shall appear to them, by such vouchers and 
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GUANO ISLANDS. 

Mr. COX, of New York, from the Committee on Foreign Affair 
reported back, with a recommendation that it pass, the bil] (H. R’ 
No. 1474) further to suspend the operation of section 5574 of the Re. 
vised Statutes of the United States, title 72, in relation to enan, 
islands. =o 

The bill was read. It provides that section 5574, title 72, of 4, 
Revised Statutes of the United States, be further suspended. a. 
therein set forth, for the period of ten years next from and after tl 2 
passage of this act. 
e Mr. COX, of New York. If there is no objection to the bill, | w; 
ask that it be put on its passage without discussion. , 

Mr. DUNNELL. I would like to hear read the section of t}, 
statute to which the bill refers. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will state to the gentleman from Mjp. 
nesota that in the law of August, 1856, in section 5570 of the R 













4} testimony as they shall require, to have been occasioned by accidental cireum- | vised Statutes, in reference to guano islands, there is a provision that 
i eer a ee Soe which such officers had no control and for | whenever any citizen of the United States discovers a deposit o/ 
; hey a j I guano on any island, rock, or key, not within the lawful jurisdictioy 
“T) This matter went before Mr. J. M. Brodhead, the Second Comp- | of any other government, and not occupied by the citizens of ay, 
; troller of the Treasury, who, on December 24, 1575, reported as fol- | other government, and takes peaceable possession thereof, and ocey. 
i low: pies the same, such island, rock, or key may, at the discretion of the 
t Respectfully returned with the statement of facts to the Secretary of the Navy. | President, be considered as appertaining to the United States, and in 
{ In a —_ af a : Ya es 7 os as arene allow + the second section of that,same act there is a proviso that no guano 
crest té co oO ry ay aster us vr. a considers oO oO ° apers Pp . - . p 
: the case however it io mv belief that he did not receive the $10,000 debited to him, | 8Ball be taken from any such island, rock, or key, except for the use 
: on his last receipt in Pangborn’s account. 


of the citizens of the United States or of persons resident therein, 
That was the limitation on the right or power to sell guano. After- 
ward that proviso was suspended for five years, and again suspended 
so that persons interested in the guano trade might sell to all the 
world and not merely be limited to citizens of the United States. The 
committee could see no reason why that suspension should not stil] 
continue. 

Since these islands were discovered, or since possession was taken 
of them by our citizens, phosphates, guano, &c., have been discovered 
more or less at home,and have been utilized at home for agriculture. 
The object of the committee is to give those interested a larger mar- 
ket ; that is all, and if any gentleman has any objection to that and 
will give me a valid reason why this bill should not pass, I will move 
to recommit it to the committee. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Is this merely a suspension of that last clause? 

Mr. COX, of New York. That is all; a continuation of that sus- 
pension. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Is it a suspension for a limited time? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Ten years. Ido not see why it should 
not be suspended altogether, but that is all the parties in interest 
ask for. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
on Foreign Affairs? 

Mr. COX, of New York. It is a unanimous report. Such exten- 
sion has passed two or three times before for a period of five years. 
This provides for a further extension for ten years. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed 

Mr. COX, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LAW LIBRARY FOR DAKOTA. 


Mr. BAGLEY, from the Committee on the Territories, reported 
back a bill (H. R. No. 789) to appropriate money for the purchase of 
a law library for the Territory of Dakota, and moved that it be put 
upon its passage. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. CLYMER. I make the point of order that the bill, as it con- 
tains an appropriation of money out of the Treasury, must, under the 
rules, have its first consideration in the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BAGLEY also, from the Committee on the Territories, reported 
back a bill (H.R. No. 1201) making an appropriation for the purchase 
of a law library for the use of the courts and the United States offi- 
cers in the Territory of Wyoming, and asked that it be put upon ils 
passage. 

The bill was read, 

Mr. CLYMER. I make the same point of order, that the bill, con- 
taining an appropriation, must, under the rules, have its first consi¢- 
eration in the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


CUTTING OF TIMBER, WYOMING TERRITORY. 

Mr. FRANKLIN, from the Committee on the Territories, reported 
back a bill (H. R. No. 802) regulating the cutting of timber on — 
lands in Wyoming Territory, and moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was to. : sa 

The SPEAKER. It is referred with the understanding that 1t 
not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 


eet 


Thus the matter rested until February 8, 1876, when the Second 
Comptroller, Mr. C. C. Carpenter, reported upon the matter in the 
following words: 


In reply L have to say that, after careful consideration of this case, I am of the 
opinion that it does not come within the provisions of the act referred to. 


The act I have just read. 


Congress evidently intended by this act to relieve any officer who had or who 
might hereafter sustain a loss of tands actually in possession by casnalty or act of 
P ence over Which he could not have any control; and it was not intended, in 
my judgment, to authorize a credit for errors or losses which might have been pre- 
vented. ‘This construction of the law is concurred in by the Assistant Solicitor 
of the Treasury, who has been consulted. 

I might, however, in this connection add that, from the evidence in your case, I 
am fully satisfied that you did not receive the $10,000 which is charged against you 

» Pangborn’s account; and did the law warrant it [ should have no hesitation in 
affording you the relief asked, But in the absence of a general law giving the ac- 
iy vilicers this power, your only remedy is to apply to Congress for relief. 





counting 





Now, Mr. Speaker, I have said all that I think is necessary in this 


Inaiter, 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman allow me a 
question or two ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman has given a very 
satisfactory history of this proceeding. Did I understand him to say 
that Mr. Pangborn received credit in his accounts for the $10,000 in- 
serted in the first requisition which was signed in blank by Paymaster 
Cushing ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
second receipt. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I believe it is. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Now, the gentleman, in answer to 
a former remark, stated that he did not think the securities of Mr. 
Paugborn were responsible to the Government for this amount of 
moncy. Why does he make that assertion? I agree with him that 
Paymaster Cush ng should not be charged with it; but why are not 
the sureties of Pangborn responsible ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. My ground for making the state- 
ment was that I did not suppose the bondsmen of Mr. Pangborn could 
be held responsible for a larceny committed by a third person after 
the death of Pangborn. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 
in his accounts. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Of course, Mr. Speaker, it is true 
that Mr. Pangborn, in the settlement of his accounts, received a 
credit which did not belong to him; but when I am asked, “Can Mr. 
Pangborn’s bondsmen be made answerable?” I say no, because Pang- 
born himself was not a defaulter at the time he ceased to act as an 
oflicer of the Government. Now, if you think you can sue the 
bondsmen of Mr. Pangborn for a larceny committed by a third per- 
son atter Pangborn himself was dead, I do not object to its being 
tried; but it seems to me that in dealing with this question we 
ought to try to do justice to an honest oflicer of the Government, 
who is now liable to suit by the Government for $10,000 which never 
came into his possession in any way. 

I do not desire to discuss this question any longer. I know nothing 
of the parties in this case, except as the facts are disclosed upon the 
files of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed ; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Is this a unanimous report from the Committee 


The gentleman is referring to the 


Very well; and that is a forgery? 
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TIMBER LANDS IN WYOMING TERRITORY. 
Mr. FRANKLIN also, from the same committee, reported back a 


joint resolution and memorial of Wyoming Territory, praying for 
oi 


“nek legislation by Congress as will enable the people of said Terri- 


tory to acquire and utilize the timber resources of the Territory to 
ench an extent as their wants and the demands of internal improve- 
oa nts may require, and moved its reference to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

he motion was agreed to. , ale 

fhe SPEAKER. It is referred with the understanding that it is 
not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 

HENRY BECKMAN. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
porte 1 back a bill (H. R. No. 1929) for the relief of Henry Beckman, 
and moved its reference to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. It is so referred, with the understanding that it 
is not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 

ELECTRICAL ANNUNCIATOLS. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I am instructed by the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds to submit the following report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


rhe Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, having had under considera- 

tion the following resolution of the House of date November 1, 1877, to wit: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pabtic Buildings and Grounds be instructed 

to ascertain whether it is practicable to provide suitable electrical annunciators for 
this Hall to enable members at their desks to call pages, and to report as early as 
practicable by bill or otherwise ""— 
beg leave to present the following report: , 

First. It is practicable to provide such annunciators. There is a hollow space 
under the floor of the House, so that there would be no difficulty in arranging elec- 
trical wires to communicate the electrical current between the desks and the index 
pox or boxes placed at any point in the Hall. 

Second. It will cost between $1,500 and $2,000. 

Your committee think it simply a question whether the convenience of having | 

ich annunciators over the present method of calling pages will justify the expense 
of putting them in, and present this their report with the accompanying proposi- 
tions of Henry Lyon, of Peekskill, New York; of the Western Electric Company ; 
saint Louis Electric Manufacturing Company, and of J. H. Rogers, electrician of 
the House, without recommendation, and leave it to the House to decide whether 
the superior convenience of the method proposed will justify the expense of the 
change, and ask to be discharged from further consideration of the subject. 

Respectfully submitted. 

By order of the committee. 








J. S. JONES, 
B. J. FRANKLIN, 
J. C. STONE, 
Subcommittee 
The SPEAKER. What disposition does the gentleman propose to | 
make of the subject? | 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I move that the committee be discharged | 
from the further consideration of the subject, and that the report be 
laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXAMINATION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Iam instructed by the Committee on Public 
juildings and Grounds to report back, with an amendment, a resolu- 
tion in regard to ascertaining the wants and requirements of the 
public service in respect to public buildings in certain cities. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows: 

_ The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds is hereby author 
ized and directed to send a subcommittee of its members to the cities of Chicago, | 
in the State of Illinois ; Providence, in the State of Rhode Island; Pittsburgh, in 
the State of Pennsylvania; Saint Louis, in the State of Missouri, and Louisville, 
the State of Kentucky, for the purpose of ascertaining the wants and require- 
ments of the public service in respect to public buildings in those cities, and re- 
port the same for the information and further action of the House: Provided, how 
ever, That said subcommittee shall not consist of more than five members, and that 
they shall receive no pay or sllowance for such service except mileage, as now | 


allowed by law to Senators and Kepresentatives in Congress in going to and re- 
turning from said cities”— 


report the same back to the House and suggest the same be amended by inserting 
after the word ‘‘ Kentucky,” in the original resolution, the following: ‘‘ Detroit, 
Michigan, and Cleveland, Ohio,” and as thus amended they unanimously recom. | 
mend its adoption. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I move the adoption of the resolution as pro- 
posed to be amended by the committee. I am instructed by the com- 
mittee to make that motion. 

Mr GARFIELD. I desire to ask the gentleman who reports this | 
resolution whether any particular facts are known to the committee | 
respecting the condition of the public buildings in those cities and | 
their wants which call for the expenditure of this sum in order to 
send out subcommittees, or is the object merely that they may make 
4 roving excursion to see if something may not be needed ? 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Iam happy to say in answer to the inquiry 
addressed to me that there has been a question before the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds as to whether they should act 
upon the report of the architect or whether through a subcommittee 
they should make an examination for themselves prior to recom- 
mending the extension, for instance, of public buildings. It is the 
unanimous judgment of our committee that before we report a bill to 
this House for the extension of a building we should have a sub- 
committee of our committee tomake the examination. It is not the 
‘ntention of the committee to visit any city except where there is a 


in 
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proposition of this kind, where a bill has been introduced into the 
House for the extension of a public building; where that has been 
done the committee desire not to act on the mere report of the archi- 
tect, but they desire that some members of the committee should 
makean examination; and for this reason: architects, by reasen of 
their professional education and cultivation, always lean to large ex- 
penditures in the way of ornamentation and in the way of magnifi- 
cent buildings. The committee therefore prefer to make the exam- 
ination themselves rather than to rely on the report of an architect 
as to the matter. Iam unable to speak from personal experience, 
but it has been represented to the committee, and such is the judg- 
ment of the old members, that it is not always safe to rely simply on 
the report of the architect. The committee therefore desire, before 
they make a recommendation, to have some members of the com- 
mittee make a personal inspection ; and they have no intention what- 
ever of sending a subcommittee to any place where a bill has not 
been introduced for the purpose of adding to a public building. It 
is not their intention to send a subcommittee to examine where there 
is a proposition to erect a new building. They only desire to do so 
where it is proposed to have an extension of old buildings. 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. STENGER. If I understand the resolution correctly, it makes 
av appropriation, and is subject to the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will reserve the point of order. 

Mr. POTTER. Let me inquire of the gentleman from Ohio, in 
what respect the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds are 
to make an examination. As to what? 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. They desire to send a subcommittee to make 
an inspection of the accommodations already enjoyed by the locality, 
in order to see whether any such extension as is proposed is really 
needed. That is the object of it. 

Mr. POTTER. I understand from the remarks of the gentleman 
that what was proposed was to make an examination in respect of 
the nature of the building to be erected. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. No, sir; the object is to inspect the old 
building and to see if any additions are necessary. 

Mr. POTTER. And to see if we cannot get along with the accom- 
modations which already exist. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POTTER. I think it might be well that something should be 
done in that direction. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. STENGER] 
makes the point of order that this resolution, as it makes an appro- 
priation, should have its first consideration in Committee of the 
Whole. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. The committee are unanimously of opinion 
that if we are to have this authority we ought to have it soon, and 
they introduce the resolution at this time for that purpose. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Do I understand the Chair correctly that he 
rules that this resolution must go to the Committee of the Whole on 


| the ground that it contemplates an expenditure of money ? 


The SPEAKER. Ii directly states that mileage shall be paid to 
those who goon the investigation, so that the resolution comes under 
the operation of Rule 112; which the Clerk will read. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Then whenever committees are appointed by 
the House to go on investigations or to visit different parts of the 
country they have first to be recommended from the Committee of 
the Whole? I wish to ask if that has ever been a rule of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Any report, or any bill, or any resolution which 


| involves the expenditure of a dollar, is subject to the point of order 


raised by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. STENGER] under 
Rule 112, which will be read. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Hasthat been the practice of the House heretofore ? 

The SPEAKER. It has been the practice of the House ever since 
the adoption of Rule 112, or at least it ought to have been. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I think that there were investigating commit- 
tees appointed at the last session of Congress, and in not one solitary 
instance were they recommended by a Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Missouri refers to com- 
mittees that were sent to Louisiana, to South Carolina, and to Flor- 
ida, the recollection of the Chair is that those committees were 
appointed under a suspension of the rules upon the first day of the 


| last session. 


Mr. FRANKLIN. I did not understand it in that way. 

The SPEAKER. Oh, the Recorp shows that it was done in that 
way, and the Chair remembers distinctly stating that it required a 
two-thirds vote. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Hardly any bill comes before the House that 
does not involve an expenditure of public money. 

The SPEAKER. The rule will be read, and when the gentleman 
from Missouri sees how far-reaching it is, he will concur in the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The Clerk read Rule 112, as follows: 

All proceedings touching appropriations of money and all bills making appro- 
priations of money or property, or requiring such appropriations te be made, or 
authorizing payments out of appropriations already made, shall be first discussed 
in a Committee of the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. All proceedings touching the expenditure of pub- 
lic money must have their first consideration in a Committee of the 


| Whole. 
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| 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMpson, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed, without amendment, the bill | 
(H. R. No. 2142) to authorize and direct the Secretary of State to 
affix the great seal of the United States to a certain document therein 
stated. 


J. D. BOND, 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, from the Committee of Claims, re- | 
ported a bill, (H.R. No. 383,) with a favorable recommendation, for the | 
relief of J. D. Bond and Brother, of Wilson County, Tennessee; which | 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, | 
and the repoy ordered to be printed. 

? BIDOW AND WILSON. 


Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, from the same committee, re- 
ported back the bill (H. R. No. 343) for the relief of Bidow and Wilson, 
of Danville, Kentucky; which was referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM M’INDOE. 

Mr. HENRY, from the samecommittee, reported back, with a favor- | 
able recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 150) for the relief of William | 
McIndoe, postmaster at Lonaconing, in Alleghany County, Maryland; | 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private | 
Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Cc. H. WALKER. 

Mr. HENRY, also, from the same committee, reported back, with 
a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 1315) tor the relief of | 
C. H. Walker, postmaster at Frostburgh, in we a! County, Mary- 
land; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 


ANSON CALL. 


Mr. CUMMINGS, from the same committee, reported back, with an 


adverse report, the bill (H. R. No. 781) for the relief of Anson Call; 
which was laid upon the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 


EDWIN A. CLIFFORD. 


Mr. LINDSAY, from the same committee, reported back, with a | 


| unobstructed the navigation of Red River, and take care 
| of the United States, a bill (H. R. No. 2479) for the removal of ob. 





favorable recommendation, the bill (S. No. 145) for the relief of Edwin 
A. Clifford ; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL W. PERKINS. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the same committee, reported back, with 
a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 850) for the relief of 
Daniel W. Perkins, of East Saginaw, Michigan ; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the re- 
port ordered to be printed. 


JAMES BRICE. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the same committee, reported adversely 
the bill (H. R. No. 562) for the relief of James Brice, of Jackson 
County, Missouri, for depredations committed by the Arapahoe In- 
dians; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

REGULATION OF STEAM-VESSELS. 

Mr. REAGAN, Iam directed by the Committee on Commerce to 
report back, with a substitute, the bill (H. R. No. 673) to amend cer- 
tain sections of titles 45 and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States concerning commerce and navigation and the regulation of 
steam-vessels, and to move that the substitute and accompanying 
report be printed and be made a special order for Tuesday next after 
the morning hour, and from day to day until disposed of; not to 
interfere with the appropriation bills. 

Mr. GARFIELD. How much time will the bill take? If I were a 
member of some committee in charge of some of the larger matters | 
of legislation, I should not want the time of the House given away 
in this manner without some limit. 

The SPEAKER. Whenever the House desires, it can close debate 
on any bill. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will state to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gar- 
FIELD} that a bill on this subject passed at the last session of Con- 
gress with very little debate, and I do not think there will be much | 
discussion upon this bill. 

Mr. BANNING. I must object to its being made a special order, 
unless there is some limit of time fixed for its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. How much time does the gentleman say ? 

Mr. BANNING. Whatever time may be necessary, but I desire | 
some limit. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will say three days, although I do not think it 
will take so long a time. 

There being no objection, the bill in the nature of a substitute (H. 
R. No, 2478) was read a first and second time, with the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed, and made a special order for Tuesday 
next, not to interfege with the appropriation bills, and from day to 
day until disposed of, not to exceed three days. 

Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the order just made; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


——— SA S$ 


REMOVAL OF OBSTRUCTIONS FROM THE MISSISSIPPI AND OTHER RIVERS 


Mr. REAGAN, from the Committee on Commerce, also reported 
a substitute for House bill No. 2048, for the removal of slags a 
other obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas Riy. 
ers, and House bill No. 1904, appropriating money to open and keep 


of property 


structions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers 
and for the preservation of the public property; which was read 4 
first and second time. 

The first section of the bill appropriates the sum of $40,000, to jo 
expended under the direction of the War Department, for the re- 


| moval of snags and other obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri. 


and Arkansas Rivers, and for the preservation of the Government 
vessels in that service. 

The second section appropriates $6,000, to be expended under the 
direction of the War Department, for the purpose of opening the nay. 
igation of Red River above Shreveport, in the State of Louisiana, 


| and keeping said navigation open and free from rafts, and for the 


purpose of preserving the vessels and boats of the United States em. 
ployed in that work. 

Mr. REAGAN. I am directed by the committee to ask that this 
bill be considered at the present time. 

Mr. CUTLER. I raise the point that the bill contains an appro- 
priation and under the rule should receive its first consideration jy 
Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. REAGAN. Willthe gentleman from New Jersey [ Mr. C UTLER] 
listen to me for a moment ? 

Mr. CUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is true that this bill makes an appropriation, but 
it is made upon the report of the engineers of these works and the. 
recommendation of the Secretary of War, and is necessary for the 
preservation of public property. There was an appropriation of 
$50,000 made in 1876 for the removal of obstructions from the Mis- 


| sissippi River, which appropriation has been exhausted. We have 


had before us testimony that the commerce of the country is suf- 
fering very seriously because of the failure to clear the river of 
snags and other obstructions to navigation, and also that the vessels 


| of the United States engaged in the work, five in number, and cost- 


ing half a million of dollars, will suffer a greater injury than the 
amount of this appropriation by not being properly cared for. There 
are five of them now, and only one man on each to watch them. 

In regard to the Red River I will say that the work of removing 
the raft has been a continuing work and has long received appropria- 


| tions from the Government. But, as is shown by the evidence of the 
| report of the engineers and others, the raft has been blocked up in 
| several places by logs, and there is now no money provided to take 


care of the boats in that service or to remove the obstructions in the 
raft and iet out the commerce of northwestern Louisiana, south- 
western Arkansas, northeastern Texas, and the Indian nation. The 
amount proposed by this bill is 36,000, and we believe from the evi- 


| dence that the appropriation should be made in order to facilitate 
| the commerce of that portion of the country. 


It was only because of the present necessity that the committee 
consented to make this report. If this bill is referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole no one can tell when it will be reported from 
that committee. Our object is to secure prompt action, because if 
action is delayed there will be material injury done to the property 
of the Government and the commerce of the country. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order having been made and sus- 
tained by the Chair, the bill will be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. PRICE. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. PRICE. Then I move that the rules be suspended and the 
House now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

WILLIAM H. H. CLARK. 
Mr. GARFIELD. Before the vote is taken upon that motion I ask 


leave to introduce for reference a bill authorizing and directing the 
Secretary of the Interior to place the name of William H. H. Clark, 


| late a private of Company G, Eieventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, op 


the pension-rolls. ; 
There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 2480) was received, 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The question was then'taken upon the motion of Mr. Price, and 
it was agreed to. ; c 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. HOOKER in the chair.) 


REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, before I commence the remarks whi 
I propose to make, I want to say, for fear I shall be charged wt f 
discourtesy, that I do not wish to be interrupted during the course ° 
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wy remarks; but after closing them I shall be willing to hear, and to 


1 Mr. Chairman, isto a great extent the standard of value, and when we 
try to answer, any questions that may be asked me. 


c C ; have the raw material and the labor necessary to develop it, our 
‘If there ever was a time when the financial prosperity of this | Government would, in my judgment, be inexcusable if it failed to 
nation depended upon wise legislation this is certainly the time. In | utilize them so as to add to the happiness and prosperity of the 
the war of words and conflict of opinion now attracting the atten- | nation. 
tion of the American people two questions present themselveswhich | But on the other hand it is claimed that if we make a silver dollar 
om up above all others. , _ | of 4124 grains a legal tender we will be cheating somebody, by com- 
I need not say that these questions are the resumption of specie | pelling them to take a money of less value than they had a right to 
payments and the remonetization of silver, and if Iam not much | expect. We must remember, in this connection, that the law re- 
mistaken the former depends largely upon the latter for success. | quired payment of our indebtedness in either gold or silver, at the 
One good feature connected with the discussion and determination of | option of the debtor, and inasmuch as either the gold dollar or the 
these questions, and from which we may hope for the best results, is | silver dollar was larger than the paper dollar, which measured what 
that no political party lines can by possibility influence the opinions | we received for many of our bonds, either of them was certainly large 
or bias the judgment of the men who must make the final decision. enough to satisfy every equitable as well as every legal claim of the 
The silver dollar seems to be the subject of more diversity of opin- | creditor, and most certainly the debtor should be allowed to retain 
ion than might at first have been expected. It seems, however, to | the option which under the then existing laws his contract gave him. 
be pretty generally admitted that if a silver dollar can be made | Had not this option been taken away from him by stopping the 
that will be equal in value to a gold dollar then there will be little | coinage of legal-tender silver by the law of 1873, specie-par would 
or no objection to having silver dollars and making them a legal | have been so much lower than it now is that before this time paper 
tender. To this feature of the subject, then, I propose to address | would have reached it. 
some remarks. And just here I wish to say that unless we can have 








l 
LO 


The process of contraction would thus 
have been brought to a stop, for the moment paper attained the level 
a silver dollar at least equal in value to a gold dollar, I do not want | of either gold or silver, specie would have begun to enter into circu- 
auy law creating silver dollars and making them legal tenders. Men | lation, which would have relieved the stringency of the money mar- 
equally honest and equally intelligent ditfer in opinion as wide as | ket. And this would have happened whether specie payments had 
the poles about the quantity and quality of the material out of | been formally resumed or not, just as it has happened in France under 
whieh to manufacture an honest dollar, and in the enforcement of | similar circumstances. 

arguments to sustain opinions on either side it is not uncommon to But, sir, this objection of cheating comes mostly from the crooked 
hear the terms Shylock, plutocrat, repudiator, &c., freely used. | narrow streets in New York and similar places, where men most 
The use of these pet names furnishes no convincing argument oneither | do congregate who produce nothing and consume much but by 
side, but they do show that the parties using them are fearfully in | some means to the uninitiated nnknown get money. These argu- 
earnest as to the correctness of their several positions. ments against the silver dollar, so diametrically opposed to each 

It has seemed to me that the better way to reach a just conclusion | other, I suppose might be classed with those vessels called dou- 
would be to examine the history of the past in reference to the silver | ble-enders, which sail one way just as well as another. 
dollar (for that is the dollar that all this controversy is about) and | dollar, if we are to believe all we hear about it, is a curious joker. 
determine from that what would be it status in the future. For if it | One day it is so good that everybody wants it and nobody can get it, 
be true that like causes produce like effects, then it is most certainly | and the next day the same dollar is so bad that it would be cruel in- 
true that whatever position this dollar occupied in the past it will | justice to make anybody take it. When the goldites wanted it out 
occupy in the future, if the conditions are the same. Now, I state | of the coinage it was too good to stay in, and now when it is pro- 
no new thing when I say that for nearly the entire life-time of this | posed to restore it, the objection is raised that it is too bad to go in. 
nation the silver dollar of 4124 grains of standard silver was worth | I think, Mr. Chairman, that this cross-ehop-logic doctrine must have 
more than a gold dollar, and at no time, not even for one day, was it | originated where men make money by their wits, by puts, and calls, 
worth less than the gold dollar. As long, then, as it had the same | and straddles. I am not prepared to say positively that either puts 
sanction of the Government that the gold dollar had, it was not only | or calls are applicable to it, for I confess I know next to nothing about 
the equal but thesuperiorofthe gold dollar. But, Mr. Chairman, while | that way of doing things, but it seems to me that this double-ender 
this much-abused silver dollar was thus more than holding its ownin | argument must belong to the straddle family, where it is possible to 
the race with the gold dollar, the law stepped in and said it should 
uo longer be coined, should no longer be considered as the money of 
account, should no longer be a legal tender. Of course thus shorn of 
its strength, with the toot of the nation upon its neck, it became a 
commodity. Its great function as money, recognized as such by the 
Constitution of our country and by the usages of nine hundred mill- 
ious of the inhabitants of the earth in all the generations of the past 
aud the present, was destroyed ; and thus shorn of its strength and 
(egraded from its high and legitimate position it had to take its 
place among the other metals for mechanical and ornamental pur- 
Poses, 

But, sir,even with this immense disadvantage against it its bullion 
value as a commodity has kept for most of the time above 90. Will 
any one pretend to say that if the position of the two metals was re- 
versed and gold demonetized, and silver the only metal used for 
money and a legal tender, as gold is now, that the amount of gold 
Y." grains) now ina gold dollar would be worth one dollar in silver ? 
Certainly not. The difference between 25.8 grains of gold bullion 
and a silver dollar under these circumstances would be very much 
greater than the difference now existing between 412} grains of silver 
bullion and a gold dollar. In order to put gold above silver as it is 
how It was necessary for the law to discriminate in favor of gold, 


This silver 





be on either side, or no side, as the occasion may require. That the 
silver dollar was dropped out of the coinage because 1t was too valu- 
able does not admit of a doubt, for it is specifically so stated by Mr. 
Hooper who had the bill in charge and who explained its provisions 
to the House. His language on that occasion was: 

3eing worth intrinsically one dollar and three cents in gold it cannot circulate 
concurrently with gold coins. 

Now I wish it to be distinctly remembcred that this language of 
Mr. Hooper was used in reference to this identical silver dollar 
about which we are now talking, and which was the unit of value 
and the dollar of account, and that at the very hour when it was 
being murdered in what should have been the house of its friends, it 
was admitted by its murderers to be a better dollar than the gold 
dollar. Section 16 of the law of 1°73 degraded the good old silver 
dollar of 4124 grains to 384 grains sv as to make the gold dollar the 
unit of value. Mr. KELLEY, of Pennsylvania, in the discussion on 
this bill said that it was necessary to make the change from 412} to 
384 grains because unless this was done we “could not keep silver 
coin in the country.” If time allowed I might continue the proofs of 
this character to show that the coinage of the silver dollar of 4124 
grains was discontinued because it was too good a dollar; so valu- 
, ‘ > © f r 5 8 Oo ‘ Tr y a > > tO § ‘hh é 
and against silver, for without this discrimination silver as a coin ee ere eee ee coer. e.peeple to anh. am 
ingle tee eee a eee —S 7 ae But now, sir, how is it? What kind of arguments are we who 
silver dollar insist on ies othe ns eccecaieianien . aieean ties oa favor the restoration of the old and time-honored silver dollar met 
of 1873, demonetizin ee at the enmasitien vokee haan that with? Why, sir, we are charged with being demagogues, repudia- 
this will make it so rated that it will 7 coated = i y 1at | tors, seeking to defraud our creditors by paying them with a silver 
and the money of account. and that as a co o - arias dollar that is not worth a dollar. And yet these bad, these dishonest 
our silver, and it is ceienieal teh dams - of thi or cao ee ee ct dollars are the identical dollars that some of these same men said 
was the case prior to 1873, and thee that le any the heal such | only a little while ago were worth more than a gold dollar ; in short, 
for dropping it out of the coinage cig ; eter FeasOns | too good for ordinary mortals to have. Am I not justified, then, in 

Now, if this be so, we camnirtedien eT ee calling this kind of logic a double-ender argument. It reminds me 
the silver additional value by coining it and making it-a aoe of the lines applied to another party on another occasion, of whom 
tender, and if other nati : 8. aking i a legal | it was said— 
mast aie , nations are determined to carry it away they 

St give us value for it, and therefore it is certainly the part of wis- 


Twixt worming in and worming out, 


d or He leaves the beholder still in doubt, 
dom for us by additional labor and legal enactments to give our See = - track 
y > . . . : as @ o °C y back 

i people the benefit of its increased value, for it must not be for- SR SG SF GUNG SOM. 


oe we are the silver-producing country of the world, and | I have already intimated that a restoration of the silver dollar to 
e 


Yea production of silver in mining, smelting, and transporting | its old legal standing would place it in value just where it was be- 
cle material, fuel, and supplies furnishes employment to thou- | fore there was any discrimination against it. As a proof of this I 
thasem Ye people, and that the food and clothing necessary for those now put upon the witness-stand David A. Wells, one of the men who 
mere la oyed gives employment to additional thousands. So that the | is opposed to the position I take and opposed to the remonetization 
oon T we can put upon one hundred pounds of raw material dug | of silver and the restoration of the silver dollar,and who has written 

our own mines the better it will be for our own people. Labor, | labored articles to sustain his position. He is therefore a witness for 
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the opposition and not for our side of the case, and yet he testities 
that remonetization “ will probably bring silver in proximity to par 
with gold.” This much, sir, the stubborn facts of history encoun- 
tered by the enemies of the silver dollar compel them to admit. I 

in this connection that coined money has for generations, 
and among all peoples, been worth more than bullion or metal, out 
of which it was coined, The gold dollar, that has so many worship- 
ers to-day, is worth more than the metal out of which it was manu- 
factured, and no one can doubt that the same law would apply with 
the same results to silver as a metal and silver coined. 

The strongest proof of this is found in our nickel coins, about 
$5,000,000 of which are to-day in circulation among our people, and 
yet the metal in one dollar of nickels costs only fourteen and one- 
third cents, and yet because it is coined and has stamped on its face 
the words * United States of America, tive cents,” one dollar of it will 
purchase as much food and clothing as ninety-seven cents in gold coin. 
I might ask the enemies of the silver dollar if it is not reasonable 
to suppose that ninety-two cents’ worth of silver bullion would be 
worth one hundred cents when coined, when fourteen and one-third 
cents of nickel and copper are worth ninety-seven cents when coined, 
particularly if silver is a legal tender, which the nickel is not and 
never was, taking gold as the standard by which to measure both, 
and I think it would be difficult for them to answer. 

But we are told that other nations are adopting the gold standard, 
and, therefore, we must do so too. I, sir, for one, fail to see any force in 
thisargument. Toapply any rule for the observance of two or more 
parties the circumstances and surroundings must be the same. Now, 
sir, is it necessary for me to repeat what I referred to on this floor 
some weeks since as to the difference between our country and any 
other on the globe?) We have, sir, a diversity of soil, climate, and 
productions, with facilities for producing, transporting, and manu- 
facturing possessed by no other country or government in the world. 
And in addition to all these we are every day becoming richer by 
the increased development of our agricultural and mineral resources. 
We are fast becoming the bread and meat producers to feed the 
world. It is estimated that we have more acres susceptible of culti- 
vation than the balance of the world combined. The pathways 
opened up by the Pinta and the Mayflower are now being traversed 
by ships of thousands of tons burden, carrying from the fertile 
plains of this fruitful land not only the products of our bountiful 
grain-fields, but also the sheep and the oxen from more than a thou- 
sand hills, and landing them on the wharves of the old world, bring- 
ing us back in return that which adds to our wealth and power as a 
nation. Nor is this all. The peoples from all parts of the Old World 
are deserting the homes of their fathers and taking up their abode 
with us. We are not going to them; they are coming to us and 
bringing with them their money and their days’ works, by all of 
which means we are, as a nation, increasing in wealth more rapidly 
than any other nation on earth, and there is no nation that can live 
within itself so well as we can. These are some and only a part of 
the reasons why a rule that may be a good one for other nations 
may not be applicable to us. 

Again, sir, | insist we must decide these questions for ourselves, 
because, in addition to what I have already said, there is this other 
reason, that they have in the past acknowledged themselves to be 
mistaken. 

For instance, Germany is now held up as a pattern for us to fol- 
low, and a reason why we should repudiate the silver dollar and 
adhere to the single gold standard; yet Germany demonetized gold 
in 1857 and adopted silver as her standard of value and money of ac- 
count, and did not change her policy in that respect until the heavy 
payments to her by France in gold made it her interest to demone- 
tize silver and adopt the gold standard. Some turn in the affairs of 
the world may cause her to change back again. Noone can tell. Her 
history and the history of other nations justify me in saying that 
no nation attempts this while she is a debtor nation. But when a 
nation becomes a creditor nation, her interest may be to have gold 
alone as the standard, and the dearer they can make the gold the 
better for them. 

If, then, we are to learn anything from Germany on this question, 
it is that as longas we are a debtor nation our interest is tomake both 
gold and silver our legal-tender money for all debts, and particularly 
is this so while we are such large producers of silver. 

It is a noticeable fact that since the demonetization of silver in 
Germany real estate has fallen in price to an alarming extent. A 
property that was bought five years ago near Berlin for 2,550,000 
marks, was sold a few weeks since for 258,770, or about one-tenth of 
its former value. A little reflection will satisfy any one that this 
is a necessary result of confining our money to one item or metal. 
Money is admitted to be the measure of value of the property of the 
world. 

Then, as a consequence, as you reduce the measure of value you 
reduce the value itself. For instance, suppose the money of the 
United States was $600,000,000 in gold and $300,000,000 in silver and 
we strike from the list all the silver, the measure of value would be 
reduced one-third, and of necessity the property would be reduced in 
value in the same proportion; so that what had been worth $3 would 
be worth but $2. 

This is the law that has produced these results in Germany, to 
which I have referred, and the same results have always followed a 
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° a ben- 
efit to the man who has his means in money, but oper 


ates to the in- 
, fn - rty or} is 
labor for a living. The effect is to make money dear and labo 


and no amount of special pleading or sophistry can avoid t} 
born fact. 

Let me remind gentlemen who take the opposite side of this 
tion that the language of our Constitution in reference to o) 
is gold and silver not gold or silver, and I very much doubt (and “ 
sustained in this by some good constitutional lawyers) whet}e; ‘ Z 
framers of our Constitution contemplated anything by the terms » 
and silver, as used by them in that instrument, except an jor 
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rich or poor. 

1 am aware, sir, that both England and Germany, that are paraded 
before us as sources from which we are expected to draw wisdo», 
have a debased coin for use principally among the laboring and py 
ducing classes. England has about $93,000,000 of debased silver, ay 
Germany when she demonetized silver in 1873 authorized the jssy 
ance of nearly $100,000,000 of debased silver to be used for a sim; 
purpose, 

If that be honest statesmanship, I for one want none of it. | py; 
myself on record here and now as opposed to a silver dollar of ad 
grains for one class of our people and a larger dollar for another elass 
The man who has one doliar due him for his labor or the product of 
his labor is entitled to just as good a dollar as the man who bas 
much or little due him for the product of his capital. I would, jf | 
had the power,make the dollars honest ones as developed by thy 
light of history and experience, and I would make them all alike so 
that all men should be on an equality in that respect. If we waut 
to stop this ery of capital oppressing labor (a cry frequently use 
for bad purposes) we had better let the laboring classes see by ou 
works that we propose to give them as good a dollar when they ear 
it by their labor as we give the man who earns it by his capital. 11 
England and Germany wish to pursue a different policy let them do 
so; this Government, I hope, sir, will never follow their exampk 
upon the labor question. 

One word, sir, in answer to the assertion so often made, that th: 
vast increase in the quantity of silver produced in this country is the 
cause of itsdepreciation. In answer to this I may say that it is stated 
upon good authority that during the year 1877, India, Japan, an 
China took in the course of trade $105,000,000 in silver, which is about 
twenty-live millions more than the entire production of the world for 
the same time. The eastern world has always been called the grav: 
of silver. It is the money of that country, and will continue to ab- 
sorb any surplus of silver we may have. 

But I must remind gentlemen that Germany, with all the flourish 
of trumpets with which our ears are greeted about her gold standard 
has not been able to get along without some silver as a legal tender 
Germany has to-day several hundred millions of francs in silver as a 
legal tender on a basis of 154 to 1, which is less silver to equal a gold 
dollar than we propose, and this gold and silver of Germany are ex- 
changeable at par. Now, how does it come that in Germany, the 
boasted land of the so-called gold standard, they have silver as 4 
legal tender and at par with gold at 154 for 1, while if we propose to 
make silver a legal tender and at par with gold at 16 for 1 the how! 
is raised that we are repudiators and are about to ruin the country? 
Is it because we give more silver for a dollar than they do in Ger- 
many? If not this, whatisit? (Letterof E. B, Washburne to Ham- 
ilton Fish, Secretary of State, March, 1876, page 177.) 

The Director of the Mint, in his report for 1876, gives the gold coin 
in the United States at $151,565,000 and silver coin at only $50,118,000, 
(page &,) and in his report for 1877 he gives the coinage from June 
30, 1850, to June 30, 1877, as follows: gold, $861,965,700.50; silver 
$113,151,141.50, (page 11,) proving very clearly that all the silver we 
have cannot materially affect the money market. The Director ol 
the Mint admits, (page 8,) first, that from 1792 to 1570 the relative 
value of gold and silver was about 1 to 15}, and that silver appre- 
ciated so that in 1859 a silver dollar of 4124 grains was worth 1053, 
in gold, (page 47;) and, second, that the great depreciation in silver 
was after it was demonetized, and that as soon as if was commen ed 
to be coined, even for subsidiary coin, it appreciated. This, I think, 
demonstrates very clearly two things: first, that the amount of stver 
production has not been, and is not likely to be, so great as to make 
it dangerous to use it as a legal-tender coin, and, second, that the 
moment we commence to coin it, even though not a legal! tender, | 
begins to reassert its capacity for equality with gold. | 

But, Mr. Chairman, it is a noticeable fact that within the last few 
weeks every conceivable mode of warfare is being resorted to for the 
purpose of defeating the remonetization of silver and intluen ing leg- 
islation here upon that question. We are told that silver dollars of 
full weight are being sent from California and New York and other 
gold centers into the western States for sale at ninety-seven ee 
legal-tender notes. Of course, sir, if this is being done it Is on 
purpose of creating the impression that silver is so plenty as to De ® 
burden. The hypocrisy and dishonesty of this are manifest w hen : 
consider that the banks and the merchants have bonght and are oa 
buying subsidiary silver coin, that every one knows 1s a dente 
and paying par for it, which they certainly would not do if they 
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ld buy dollars of 412} grains for ninety-seven in the same kind of 
nav, for it would be base flattery to call a man a fool who would pay 
ane hundred cents for 384 grains of silver when he could buy 4124 
vaineof the same kind of silver for ninety-seven cents. The fact is 
he trick is too shallow to deceive any one, and in my judgment this 
ind of unserupulons sharp practice will only serve to give the peo- 
sje a chance to see these tricksters in their true light. 
* ‘The question naturally arises why did not these overburdened silver 
ep otier these silver dollars at these prices before this time? Why 
did they wait until the question of the remonetization of silver arose ? 
rl » whole thing, sir, is a fraud, a delusion, and a snare. 

‘But, Mr. Chairman, there is another mode of warfare which these 
Jd men have resorted to that I am sorry to be compelled to notice. 
Not satistied with controlling the press in these money centers, they 
have by some means been able to enlist the services of certain gen- 
‘lemen of the sacred calling. This I think they will find has been 
o»fortunate for their cause, for these gentlemen of the cloth have 
vibited so much bad temper and such utter ignorance of the ques- 

that in place of assisting they have injured their cause. A 

eytleman in Brooklyn, by the name of Beecher, with the pretix of 
reverend to his name, has taken up the cudgels for the dwellers in 
Wall street, and has exhibited about as much ignorance upon this 
ouestion as can well be crowded into one sermon, for it must be remem- 
pered that he i#a preacher. He talks finance from the pulpit, and 
publishes it in a book, (this book, sir, which I now hold in my hand,) 
and sends it to us benighted heathens to admonish and warn us, so 
that we go not astray. But, sir, from the reckless character of his 
talk we are led to conclude that he is just the kind of man that 
Burns had in his mind when he said : 
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Some books are lies frae end to end, 
And some great lies were never pened ; 
E’en ministers they hae been kened 

In holy rapture 
A rousing whid at times to bend, 

And nail’t wi’ Scripture. 


The reverend gentleman has certainly succeeded in all except the 
nailing, although he took for his text the sixth and seventh verses of 
the twelfth chapter of I Samuel, which, if any one will look at, 
I think he will eonelude a different sermon might be preached from. 
Mr. Beecher informs us that “ gold is the standard in Asia, Africa, 
Europe, and America, north, south, east and west ;”’ and that “it is 
a universal, unchanging standard,” thus including the whole known 
world, when the facts are that 768,944,456 of the population of the 
world use exclusively and entirely silver as their standard, and 
137,300,000 use both gold and silver, and only about 100,000,000 use 
single gold standard. In this statement I have not inclnded the 
United States. 

Now, am I not justified in saying that this reverend gentleman, in 
iking the sweeping statement above referred to, either wickedly 
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stated what he knew to be false or else advertised himself to the | 


world as a consummate ignoramus upon this question that entitles 
him to the contempt of every man who has ever given the subject 


iny thought? Then, having settled that question I suppose to his | 
entire satisfaction, he proceeds to tell us what kind of men these are | 
He describes them, in his own chaste | 


who wish to remonetize silver. 
and classic language, as “ bull-headed, without eyes, endeavoring to 
undermine the integrity of the nation ;” and says “ they deserve an 
infamy as deep as the lowest depths of hell.” He further says that 


we are “ miscreants,” and that this attempt to remonetize silver “is | 
a high crime and misdemeanor, and if men in Congress do not know | 


it, what are they there for?” Yes, sir; what are we here for? Why 


not vacate our seats, and give place to such men as this reverend | 


gentleman, whose record is so clean, whose reputation so unblem- 
ished, who has never been before the church and the world in any 
equivocal positions. He would be the man to fix all this, for he cer- 
tainly has an experience in a certain direction that I presume no man 
who supports this silver bill can boast of. But it is a little surpris- 
ing, I think, that his reverence should consign us to hell, for, if the 
papers report him correctly, he has abolished or at least desulphurized 
that institution. It is possible, however, that upon this subject the 
Wish is father to the thought, produced by personal considerations. 

Another reverend gentleman, by the name of Frothingham, took 


occasion on Sunday, the 16th of last month, to pay the advocates of | 


the silver dollar some left-handed compliments. He compares us to 


those people spoken of in the Scriptures and of whom it is said, “Ye | 
are of your father the devil, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” | 


: 


Again, he says: “One thing is sure; the passage of this bill will 


shake the foundations of the Republic. A deeper danger is in it than | 
: { E l These words, sir, are | 
samples of Mr. Frothingham’s sermon, preached in the city of Buf- | 


in the first shot fired against Fort Sumter.” 


falo on Sunday, the 16th of December, 1877, and the text of Script- 
ure upon which he tried to hang this sermon was composed of the 
words “pictures of silver,” found in the eleventh verse of the 
twenty-fifth cha 
ann litly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” 
a it would not be very difficult to preach a different and much 
better sermon from that verse. For instance, we might say that it 
's proposed to give the people the value of a dollar in gold in a pict- 
ure of silver, and proceed from that to elaborate and amplify. 
othingham, whatever else he may lack, certainly does 
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pter of Proverbs. The whole verse reads thus, “A | 
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not lack froth, and I presume will never be at a loss for a text from 
| which to preach on any subject. I have heard of one such case be- 
fore, and but one. A certain preacher was dissatisfied with the man- 
ner in which the ladies of his congregation were their hair, which, 
according to the fashion of the times, was done up in a bunch or knot 
upon the top of the head, and he determined to preach a sermon 
against that style of wearing the hair, and of course he must have 
® text upon which to hang his sermon. In looking for an appropri- 
ate passage of Scripture for this purpose he came across this one, 
found in the thirty-first verse of the seventeenth chapter of Luke: 
In that day, he which shall be upon the house-top, and his stuff in the house, let 
him not come down to take it away. 


A man of less ingenuity than he would have found it difficult to 
get a text ont of that verse for the purpose intended, but this man 
was equal to the occasion; so, taking the last syllable of the word 
“honse-top” and pretixing it to the words * not come down,” found 
in another part of the verse, his text would read “top not come down.” 

Mr. Chairman, another argument or rather plan to get votes against 
the silver dollar is that capitalists will not any longer lend money 
to the West or South unless an obligation is given them to pay prin- 
cipal and interest in gold. This may be justly styled the thumb- 
screw argument. They propose to lend paper worth ninety-seven 
cents in gold or subsidiary silver coin, which according to their own 
testimony is only worth eighty-eight cents—for it must not be for 
gotten that these men say that 412} grains of silver is only worth 
ninety-two cents, consequently 384 grains are only worth eighty- 
eight cents—so that the proposition of these money-lenders is to 
lend us ninety-seven or eighty-eight cents and compel the borrower 
to pay them back one hundred cents in gold. I am reminded of 
| something about three thousand ducats and a pound of flesh. But 
I will not blacken the name of shylock by a comparison with these 
men. In the next breath after this exhibition of remorseless greed 
and avaricious tyranny, they shed a few crocodile tears over the poo 
man who, they say, will be so much injured by this silver dollar. But 
while so anxious that the poor man shal! not be cheated by being 
paid for his labor or his produce ina silver dollar of 412} grains, 
they continue to pay him with 384 grains of the same metal and call 
it a dollar. This is probably the first mstance in the history of this 
country when 384 was found to be more than 4124. But these gold 
men are wonderful logicians as well as arithmeticians. If you will 
only have unlimited faith in them they can prove that “ black is not 
black, nor yet is white so very white.” 

Not long since the Legislature of the State of New York, influenced 
by the same interest that is now seeking to shape legislation here on 
| the money question, passed a law requiring the State taxes to be 
| paid in gold. That was all very well for Wall street, but the farm- 
ers do not seem to like it so well and are now clamoring for the re- 
peal of that law. Strange that, when these Wall-street philanthro- 
pists, who deal in gold and play bull and bear, devise such splendid 
| plans for the benetit of the farmers, mechanics, and laborers, by al- 

lowing them to take their pay in paper or light silver and then pay 
| what they owe in gold, they should not be thankful to the men who 
deal in gold! 

I have already referred to the cbjection to silver: that its abun- 
dance would make it comparatively worthless. Let me add that 
prior to 1848 the percentage of silver produced was about 72 per cent. 
and gold 28 per cent.; and since that time the relative percentage 
| has been, of silver, about 32 per cent., and, of gold, 68 per cent. 

I said a little while ago that Asia was the grave of silver. I find 
that the Director of the Mint, in his report for 1577, page 16, says 
that “in the last twenty-two months the export of silver to eastern 
nations amounted to $143,500,000.” No danger, therefore, need be 
apprehended from too much silver in this country. The Secretary of 
the Treasury, although opposed to some of the views I here present, 
advocates the issuance of the silver dollar in exchange for legal-tender 
| notes when demanded by the holder of said notes. But it is urged 
that the remonetization of silver will stop the refunding of the 
national debt into 4 per cent. bonds. Ido not believe this objection 
is well taken, for I have full contidence that if the bill now before 
the Committee of Ways and Means, providing for the issuance of 3.65 
certificates, which certificates may be exchanged for 4 per cent. bonds, 
| becomes a law, our own people will take up these bonds and hold 
them at home in place of sending them abroad, which will be a great 
improvement on the plans heretofore adopted for disposing of our 
bonds. 

But suppose we do not remonetize silver and do attempt resumption 
in gold alone, and continue to sell 4 per cent. bonds and apply the 
proceeds to the redemption of the three hundred and fifty millions of 
outstanding legal-tenders, we will then have exchanged 4 per cent. 
bonds for an indebtedness bearing no interest at a cost to the coun- 
try of $14,000,000 per annum, when by using the silver which our own 
mines produce resumption would be made easy with no shock to the 
business of the country and no expense in the shape of additional 
interest. In short, sir, the redemption of our outstanding legal-tend- 
ers is to me a very plain one so far as duty is concerned, but by no 
means a plain one so far as ability is coneerned, and in my judgment 

it would be the extreme of folly to reject the assistance of so power- 
| ful an agent as the silver which we own. Without silver we cannot 
| hope to succeed without selling bonds for gold, and that lays an ad- 
| ditional burden upon our people by exchanging a nor-interest for an 
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interest-bearing debt. With silver we may resume without any ad- 
ditional burden of this kind. Allow me to add here, what I should 
have said before, that in place of having too much silver,even now 
when it is not a legal tender, we have too little, for the Director of 
the Mint says in his report for 1877 (page 9) that sometimes the de- 
mand for silver for China is so great that he has been compelled to 
buy silver in the London market. “ But,” say the objectors, “we must 
keep faith with the men who purchased our bonds ;” to all of which 
Isay amen. Let that be done to the last word and letter of the con- 
tract. 


But, Mr. Chairman, before examining the history of the sale of our 
bonds and the contracts and agreements under which the sales and 
purchases were made, allow me to refer for a moment to the history 
of our coins, so that we may have a more correct idea of what kind 
of money we obligated ourselves to pay in; and for this purpose I use 
the following summary of the laws of the United States: 


In 1785 the Congress of the United States, under the Articles of Confederation, 
alopted the silver dollar as the unit of money. On the 2d of April, 1792, Congress, 
in the law establishing a mint, enacted that ‘‘the money of the United States shall 
be expressed in dollars or units,” the dollar “to be of the value of a Spanish 
milled dollar, as the same is now current,” and contain 3713 grains of pure silver. 
The same act fixed the weight of pure gold in the eagle at 247.5 grains, or 24.75 
grains of gold to the dollar, which made fifteen pounds of coined silver the equiv- 
alent in all payments of one pound of coined gold. In 1834 the weight of pure gold 
in the eagle was reduced to 232 grains, and, as no change was made in the silver 
dollar, the equivalency between gold and silver became 16.045 of silver to 1 of gold. 
In 1837 the quantity of alloy in both the gold and silver coinage was changed so as 
to make the coins of both metals nine-tenths fine. The quantity of pure silver in 
the dollar was not changed, but the quantity of pure gold in the eagle was in- 
creased to 232.2 grains, so that the equivalency between gold and silver became 
15.988 of silver to | of gold. Since 1837 no change has been authorized in the weight 
or purity of metal in either the gold or silverdollar. It will thus be seen that in the 
whole history of the United States the weight of pure silver in the silver dollar has 
never been changed, while the weight of pure gold in the gold dollar has been 
changed twice 

Gold and silver have been money in this country since its first settlement, by 
force of the English common law, and the Constitution of the United States rec 
ognizes and fixes them as money by the provision that the States shall not make 
anything but “gold and silver coin a tender in the payment of debts." Congress 
cannot demonetize either gold or silver, except under a claim to a general author- 
ity over the subject of currency, upon which, if it exists at all, there are no lim- 
itations, and which may extend to monetizing any form of paper. If Congress 
can establish a legal tender, it is not prohibited, as the States are, from making 
anything ‘but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts.” 

Between 1821 and 1834, when the legal equivalency between the metals was 15 to 
1, gold was at a premium in silver of from 5 to 7 per cent., and disappeared from 
the cirenlation, and but little was brought to the mint for coinage. The legal re- 
lation of value between the metals of about 16 of silver to 1 of gold, established in 
1834, was an undervaluation of silver. From that date on and until 1874 the silver 
dollar bore a premium in the London market over the gold dollar of from 1 to 3 
per cent. Notwithstanding this premium, silver did not wholly disappear, as gold 
did between 1821 and 1834, but the quantity in circulation continually grew smaller 
down to 1862, when both the metals were expelled from the circulation by legal- 
tender paper. Between 1850 and 1873, whenever payments were made in coin, gold 
was used because it was the cheaper of the two metals, just as silver was used for 
a similar reason between 1821 and 1834; but during each of these periods both 
gold and silver possessed equally the potentiality of money, the metal out of act- 
ual use being certain to come again into actual use when the conditions changed. 

After 1834, on account of the undervaluation of silver by the coinage law of 
that year, there was a tendency to export silver rather than gold in the settlement 
of adverse balances of foreign trade. In 1852 a scarcity of the small coins required 
in minor transactions began to be seriously felt. To meet this difficulty the act 
of February 21, 1853, was passed. It provided that the silver coins under the 
denomination of $1 should be struck slightly below standard weight, and that 
the legal-tender function of such coins should be limited to $5 in any one 
payment. This expedient, or the equivalent one of slightly debasing such coins, 
is familiar in the practice of European countries. Previous to the act of 1853 
the owners of silver bullion had the right (act of January 18, 1837, section 30) 
to demand its coinage into any of the denominations of silver coin authorized by 
law. Before that act the law did not authorize any silver coins except the three- 
cent piece, which were not of standard weight and fineness, and which were not a 
legal tender for all sums. Under the provisions of that act, the subsidiary or frac- 
tional coins, being underweighted, possessed a mint value above their bullion value, 
and were permitted to be coined only on Government account. By this regulation 
the Government made a profit or seigniorage on the subsidiary coinage equal to 
the difference between its mint and bullion value. But after the passage of this 
law, as fully as before its passage, the owners of silver bullion had the right to 
demand its coinage into dollars, whose weight remained unchanged, and which, 
when coined, were equally with gold a full legal tender. This right was never 
denied to silver bullion until the passage of the law of February 12, 1873, nor was 
the legal-tender quality of the full-weighted silver dollar taken away or limited 
until the adoption of the Revised Statutes in June, 1874. 

The act of February 12, 1873, above referred to, is along act of sixty-seven sec- 
tions, regulating all the details of the Mint. It does not demonetize the old silver 
dollar or any of the silver coins of standard weight issued prior to 1853. The silver 
dollar is not named in it, and it would escape casual observation that that dollar 
was inany way affected by it. Precisely what the act did was to authorize the 
coinage of silver half dollars, quarter dollars, and dimes below standard weight 
and of a new silver coin for Asiatic commerce above standard weight, to be called 
‘the trade-dollar,” and to prohibit these particular coins, described as “ said 
coins," from being a legal tender for more than $5 in any one payment. 


The law of 1873 did not attempt to interfere with the legal-tender 
quality or power of the silver dollar, but it did prevent its coinage 
in the future. So that whatever of silver coins there was in the 
country possessing the legal-tender quality still retained that quality 
or power. (Page 89.) 

Now, sir, with these facts before us, how do we stand as to the 
bondholders ? 

Prior to 1870 many of our bonds were sold for paper, and many 
persons, and among them some of the best lawyers in the country, 
insisted that we had the right to pay in paper, but to settle this 

uestion Congress passed a law requiring payment in coin. Then in 
July, 1870, Congress passed what is known as the funding act, au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue certain bonds, which 
bonds should be redeemable in coin of the present standard value 


and bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin; and every 
bond of any and every kind and denomination issued since the Lath 
of July, 1870, has been issued in compliance with that law and — 

upon its face these words : -” 

This bond is issued in accordance with the provisione of an act of 
titled “An act to authorize the refunding of th 
1570, amended by an act approved January 20, 1871, and is redeemable a: +) 
pleasure of the United States after the Ist day of September, 1891, in coin on 
standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870. 

Now, sir, on the 14th of July, 1870, the silver dollar of 4193 grains 
standard silver (which is equal to 371} of pure silver) was one of the 
coins of the United States and a legal tender, and the gold dollar of 
25.8 grains of standard gold was also one of the coins of the Unites 
States and a legal tender, and when the purchaser took the bond he 
took it with this condition fully and plainly expressed, and that 
specified condition is so binding upon both seller and buyer that no 
difference what changes are made in our coinage laws, no difference 
how large or how small we may make the gold dollar or the silyer 
dollar, when we come to pay our debt, both principal and interest, for 
the same condition is expressed on the face of the bond in reference 


Congress en 


16 national debt,” approvs d Juls 4 


OT the 


| to the interest, we must pay for every dollar we owe 25.8 grains of 


standard gold or 412} grains of standard silver. 
and our creditor can demand no more. 

The controversy upon this question has about nafrowed down to 
this, to wit, whether the silver dollar of 412} grains will be equal to 
the gold dollar. The proof that it will, is found in the fact that jt 
always was equal or superior to the gold dollar while it had an equal 
chance under the law, and in the further fact that to-day 400 grains 
of silver in France is the equal of the gold dollar. And the question, 
Why will not 412} grains of silver be as valuable as a gold dollar jy 
this country, when 400 grains of the same kind of silver is the equal 
of a gold dollar in France? has not and cannot be answered. 

When we ask these opposers of the dollar proposed in the bill to 
say how much silver shall compose the silver dollar they cannot an- 
swer. They do not attempt to. They are as silent asa charm 
house. They are powerful as objectors, but helpless as advisers 
They are good to pull down, but useless to build up. The arguments 
in favor of the remonetization of silver and making it a legal tender 
are found in the facts of history and the experience ot nations. The 
arguments against it consist of theories, of surmises, and of conjecture, 
all born of fear or cupidity. 

Mr. Chairman, when the advocates of a single gold standard cay 
point me to one single fact, lasting for one hour in our country’s his- 
tory, when (all the circumstances and surroundings being equal) the 
silver dollar of 412} grains was not as valuable as a gold dollar, | 
may have some doubts of the correctness of my position; but until 
then never. We who advocate the restoration of silver as it was 
prior to 1873, are not repudiators. We seek to avoid no contracts or 
obligations; we want no silver dollar that is not as good as any gold 
dollar. The acts of 1873~74 took from our people what for long years 
and under all circumstances had been a sound, reliable and current 
coin of the nation, and now, sir, in the name of the oppressed and 
suffering industries of the country, we demand the restoration of 
what was wrongfully taken from us. We demand that the dollar of 
the capitalist shall be the dollar of the farmer, mechanic, and day- 
laborer. We demand that the dollar earned by labor, however 
humble, shall be as good as the dollar earned by capital however 
powerful. No worse and no better. This doctrine is so eminently 
just and proper that it must find a hearty response in every man’s 
heart. : 

We are not speaking or legislating for bullion, either gold or silver 
We are legislating for gold and silver, coined and made the legal- 
tender money of the nation, as contemplated by the Constitution ol 
the United States. We are laboring to get back the dollar that has 
been tried in every condition and under every variety of circun- 
stance in this country and never found wanting. We are directing 
our footsteps in the pathway lighted by the lamp of experience. 
We are not pioneers. We are only seeking for the old paths mace 
luminous by the footprints of the fathers of the Republic. They 
beckon us onward; they say to us: “ This is the way, walk ye in It. 
And he who has been a watchful student of history cannot mistake 
his way ; and if we be attentive listeners, we may hear from every 
passing breeze that is wafted to us from the marts of commerce or 
from the field of the husbandman, and from the hum of the loom and 
the ring of the anvil, words of encouragement to pursue steadily the 
silvery pathway that shall conduct our nation to the goal of financial 
prosperity. 

Mr. CLYMER. [I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Hooker reported that the Committee of the Whole 08 
the state of the Union having had under consideration the Union 
generally, and particularly the annual message of the President of 
the United States, had come to no resolution thereon. 

SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT—WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

The following additional petitions were presented under the order 
of yesterday, and were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: ‘The petition of Jane Graham Jones, 4 = 
of Chicago, Cook County, on for the removal of her 
political disabilities or to be relieved from taxation. 


We can pay no less, 
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By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Abby A. Bennett, Hannah Buffum, | 
Johu Bailey, John L. Robinson, and others, citizens of Lynn, Essex 
County, Massachusetts, asking for an amendment to the Constitution 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States 


citizens on account of sex. 


{Iso, the petition of Elizabeth Bancroft, Jane T. Osgood, Caroline 
k “Yield, Samuel S. Osgood, William A. Eaton, Mary A. Howe, A. M. 
©. Daniels, 8. A. Bemis, Emily Sibley, E. T. Doane, and others, 

‘ens of Athol, Worcester County, Massachusetts, of similar import. 

\Jso, the petition of J. B. Dean, Louisa Northup, Nelson Brown, 
F. G. Phillips, and others, citizens of Cheshire, Berkshire County, 
Massachusetts, of similar import. . 

"Also, the petition of E. B. Sargent, Mrs. Phineas Haynes, Sarah A. | 
Bean, Charles F. Smith, and others, citizens of West Haverhill, 
Essex County, Massachusetts, of similar import. 

’ By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of Mary A. Powers, Filley Ruth, W. | 
Smith, Joseph Powers, George W. Chapman, and others, citizens of | 
North Haverhill, Grafton County, New Hampshire, of similar import. 
~ Also, the petition of Caroline F’. Barr, of New Ipswich, of similar 
import. 

M by dir. BOYD: The petition of Helen A. Sutherland, Mrs. M. C. 
smith, J. A. Sutherland, John Northcarrow, and others, citizens of 
Elmwood, Illinois, of similar import. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Caroline F. Barr, Louisa L. Barr, 
E. A. Barrett, E.S, Preston, and others, citizens of New Ipswich, New 
Hampshire, of similar import. ie 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of Mary L. Davis, Flora L. | 
Stigner, A. Inman, G. W. Becker, and others, citizens of Davis, Illinois, | 
of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Alma Upchurch, Elizabeth M. Fitch, E. H. 
Maberly, Mary Stedman, and others, citizens of Illinois, of similar im- 
port. 

' Also, the petition of Mary L. Davis, a citizen of Davis, Illinois, 
of similar import. y 

Also, the petition of Sarah A. Dupuis, Abby Gray, M. Dupuis, T. B. 
Hardin, and others, citizens of Savanna, Illinois, of similar import. 

By Mr. BURDICK: The petition of Ann Satterthwait, Tennice W. 
Chambers, Nathan Satterthwait, Sallie Heald, Lydia P. Cowgill, | 
Sarah V. Barnes, N. W. Macy, Jennie K. Barnes, and others, citizens | 
of West Branch, lowa, of similar import. 

By Mr. COVERT: The petition of Clemence S. Lozier, M. D., a citi- 
zen of New York City, of the same import. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petition of Madelina Budd, a citizen of 
Chatham, New Jersey, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Cornelia C. Hussey, a citizen of East Orange, | 
of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Catherine Browning, a citizen of Orange, New 
Jersey, of similar import. 

By Mr. DENISON: The petition of Lydia Putnam, Mrs. Parley Starr, 
John Eames, E, W. Harlow, and others, citizens of Brattleborough, | 
Vermont, of the same import. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Sarah M. Lynde, Mrs. C. A. King, Alvah 
Smith, 8. H. Edwards, and others, citizens of Guilford Centre, Ver- 
mont, of similar import. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of Sarah W. Clark, Nelly C. Jargo, | 
J. C. Jenkins, W. Raley, and others, citizens of Rochester, Minnesota, 
of similar import. 

By Mr. FORNEY: The petition of P. Holmes Drake, Frankie B. 
McCarty, and Buell L. McClung, citizens of Huntsville, Alabama, of | 
similar import. 

sy Mr. FORT: The petition of Viola E. Hawks Archibald, Cornelia 
Steeley, 8. R. Hawks, F. M. Strean, and others, citizens of Watseka, 
Illinois, of similar import. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of Abbie May Al- | 
cott, Louisa M. Alcott, James A. Cookins, F. B. Sanborn, and others, | 
citizens of Concord, Massachusetts, of similar import. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: The petition of Eliza Knowles, Mary A. | 
Rishel, Thomas E. Knowles, J. P. Gordon, and others, citizens of Ili- 
nois, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Nannie H. Trego, Mary T. French, Arther Trego, | 
David W. Camblin, and others, citizens of Richland Grove, Illinois, | 
of similar import. 

Also, the petition of S. Y. Keaton, 8S. F. Wheelock, 8. W. Wheelock, | 
Ada E. Schoolmaker, D. Young, Mrs. W. B. G. Lester, Mrs. Sarah F. 
Nourse, and others, cigizens of Moline, Illinois, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Hannah J. Coffee, M. Jennie Wright, Hays 
Wright, George M. Candler, and others, citizens of Rural, Lllinois, of 
similar import. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Rachel A. Hicks, Caroline Elbert, 
and others, of Still Pond, Maryland, of similar import. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of Mary E. Hughes, a citi- | 
zen of Sarona, New York, of similar import. 


| 





By Mr. KIDDER: The petition of Sarah J. Barnes, Ann M. White, 
W. A. Roberts, E. 8. Tyler, and others, citizens of Fargo, Dakota, of 
similar import. 

By Mr. LYNDE: The petition of Mathilde Francizke Anneke, Liz- 
zie Black, Fannie E. Strickland, J. Black, Percy 8. Anneke, Edward 
F. Strickland, and others, citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, of sim- 
ilar import. 

Also, the petition of Henrietta J. Partridge, Mrs. George Esberty, 
W. M. Branch, F. Winchester, and others, citizens of Whitewater, 
Wisconsin, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Ida E. Delane, Mrs. J. H. Comstock, J. H. Com- 
stock, Albert Cowland, and others, citizens of Pensamkee, Wisconsin, 
of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Laura Goodell, Mrs. L. G. Burrington, William 
Goodell, S. A. Hurdson, and others, citizens of Janesville, Wisconsin, 
of similar import. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of Mary V. Griffith and Emiline G. 
Fawcett, citizens of Salem, Obio, praying for the removal of their 
political disabilities. 

Also, the petition of Henrietta L. Monroe, a citizen of Xenia, Ohio, 
of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth G. Bridge, acitizen of Yellow Springs, 
Ohio, of similar import. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of Pamelia Lacy, a citizen of 
Ashley, Illinois, of similar import. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of Harriet H. Robertson, G. F. Small, 
R. C. Sargent, Sidney D. Shattuck, and others, citizens of Malden, Mas- 
sachusetts, for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the sev- 
eral States from disfranchising citizens of the United States on ac- 
count of sex. 

By Mr. PATTERSON: The petition of Margaret P. Evans, Mrs. P. 
M. Kelsey, Content P. Crocker, John Evans, G. W. Miller, and others, 
citizens of Denver, Colorado, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of M. 8. Crary, E. M. Bacon, M. M. Boyd, W. L 
Slutz, and others, citizens of Golden, Colorado, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Giles Harrington, Mrs. J. O. Stewart, L. 
E. Leren, A. R. Forbes, and others, of Georgetown, Colorado, of sim- 
ilar import. 

Also, the petition of Edward Remdell, Mrs. M. M. Hawkey, George 
Aux, Mrs. L. L. Rice, and others, citizens of Kiowa, Colorado, of sim- 
ilar import. 

Also, the petition of Jennie Prescott, Mrs. T. R. Wright, C. H. Je- 
rome, W. K. Eggleston, and others, citizens of Texas Creek, Colorado, 
of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Lucy Freeman, Mary King, James M. Mar- 


| shall, H. A. Campbell, and others, citizens of Central City, Colorado, 


of similar import. 

Also, the petition of George P. Matthews, Mrs. Julia Martin, M. E. 
Lashey, Mrs. Mary A. Spensor, and others, citizens of Mainton, Colo- 
rado, of similar import. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of Mrs. R. A. Eaton, Kate Hanson, 
and 26 others, citizens of Leavenworth, Kansas, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Emma Faris, Mrs. Libbie Beecher, H. P. 
Spurgeon, H. V. Faris, and others, citizens of Farisville, Kansas, of 
similar import. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Emma Ingersoll, Lizzie Murray, William 

3. Livingston, Joseph W. Ingersoll, and others, citizens of Empire, 
Kansas, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Lenora Bigelow Van Brunt, Mrs. M. Chow, 
M. P. Tenney, John R. Hill, and others, citizens of Westmoreland, 
Kansas, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of C. E. Gray, Mrs. C. E. Gray, George E. Smith, E. 


| S. Barr, and others, citizens of Holyoke, Kansas, of similar import. 


Also, the petition of Lucy A. Christian, Josephine McChesney, Wirt 
Kempton, Selvin McBride, and others, citizens of Belleville, Kansas, 


| of similar import. 


By Mr. PRICE: The petition of Mary A. Mills, of Des Moines, lowa, 
of similar import. 

Also, the petitions of Amelia A. Bloomer, of Council Bluffs; of 
Nancy R. Allen, of Maquoketa; of Clarissa and Sarah Coffin Seymour, 


of Ottumwa, Iowa, of similar import. 


By Mr. REAGAN: The petition of Rhoda A. Cooper, C. A. Hall, 
Maggie Hall McLemore, and Martha Goodwin Tunstall, of Crockett, 
Texas, of similar import. 

By Mr. SAMPSON: The petitions of Ellen Armstrong, L. B. Tobias, 
N. W. Dennison, Edward Everett, and others, citizens of Ottumwa, 


| lowa; and of C. 8. Nelson and 116 others, of Monroe County, Iowa, 
| of similar import. 


By Mr. SINNICKSON: The petitions of Lucinda B. Chandler, 8. H. 


| Cornell, J. M. Chandler, George Pearson, of Vineland ; of Cornelia 


C. Henssey, Susan M. Carson, J. M. Long, Nelson Lindsay, and others, 


| citizens of Orange, Chatham, Essex and Morris; of Elizabeth Ely, Car- 


_By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of Rebecca Simpson, a citizen of |-rie Price, Joseph Smith, and others, of Lambertville; of Eliza Post, 


New Hope, Pennsylvania, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Sylvia Jane Odell, a citizen of Rome, Pennsy)- 
Vania, of similar import. 

Also, the petition of Emma J. McCullis, a citizen of Steuben, Penn- 
sylvania, of similar im 


rt. 
», the petition of Seace C. Sanders, a citizen of Athens, Penn- 
sylvania, of similar import. 





Ellen Mann, James Schomaker, and others, citizens of Passaic; of 
Mary Hopkins, Caroline B. Graham, Robert Hopkins, and others, citi- 
zens of West Orange, New Jersey, of similar import. 


By Mr. STEWART: The petitions of Cornelia E. Alwater, Mary 


N. Klinefelter, and others, citizens of Saint Paul; of Dora Sanquist, 


Lizzie Wright, and others, citizens of North Branch Station; of Almira 
D. Williams, Flora D. Conger, and others, citizens of Rush City; of 
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J. Runnvon, E. D. Wilson, and others, citizens of Sunrise City ; of Mrs. 
George H. Johnson, Mrs. M.S. Peaslee, and others, citizens of Detroit 
Citv: andof William O’ Bryan, Mrs. E. U. O’Brien, and others, citizens 
of Reynold, Minnesota, of similar import. 

ty Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of Mrs. S. Carpenter 
and Annie Weiur, citizens of Lapeer County, Michigan, of similar 
mnport. 

‘a Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois: The petition of Rebecca H. 
Orange, Catharine Harris, and others, citizens of Albion, Illinois, of 
similar import 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of Louisa L. 
Weightman, Amelia Jackson, and Mary 8. Cary, of Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, of similar import. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petitions of Lucena C. De- 
Wolf and Henrietta J. Partridge, of Whitewater, and of Lavinia 
Goodall, of Jonesville, Wisconsin, of similar import. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o’clock p. 
m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of Carter & Coates, Sherman & 
Co., and other publishers, booksellers, and importers of Philadelphia, 
that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of the Journeymen Silk-hatters’ 
Association, of Chicago, for a reduction of the duty on silk plush—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petitions of Thomas H. Powers, William B. 
Davis, and 4% others; of Alexander Scott and 272 others; of L. B. 
Cox and 143 others; of Samuel F. Platt and 78 others; of A. McEl- 


roy Wylie and 106 others; of Josiah Roberts and 177 others; of The- | 


odore Justice and 43 others; of R. J. Hough and 146 others ; of Mrs. 


Henry W. Gwinner and 80 others, embracing many clergymen, judges | 


of courts, professional men, merchants, and others, of Philadelphia 


and vicinity, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic | 


liquor tratlic—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of citizens of Wisconsin, for the re- 
peal of the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of 54 citizens of Warren County, 
Missouri, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Committee ot 
Ways and Means. 


By Mr. CABELL: The petition of the Tobaceo Association of Dan- | 


ville, Virginia, for a reduction of the tax on manufactured tobacco— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. CASWELL: The petitions of E. Fred Russell and 38 others, 
of Paynette ; of J. Bowman and 26 others, of Kilbourn City ; of Bassett 
& Davies and 40 others, of Columbus; and of Alexander McCracken 


and 24 others, of Waterloo, Wisconsin, for the repeal of the bankrupt | 


law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CHALMERS: Papers relating to the bill providing for the 
purchase of the land upon which the Grant-Pemberton monument at 
Vicksburgh, Mississippi, is erected—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey: A paper relating to the establish- 
ment of a post-route between Montana and Broadway Station, New 
Jersey—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. COLE: Resolutions of the Merchants’ Exchange of Saint 
Louis, relative to the default of the Pacific Railroad—to the Commit- 
tee on the Pacitie Railroad. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: The petition of Patrick Horrigan, for 
a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Casper Karz and 25 others, citizensof New 
York, for the repeal of the tax on matches—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of William T. Cate, late post- 
inaster at Chattanooga, Tennessee, for relief—to the Committee on 
the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DOUGLAS: A paper relating tothe claim of E. K. Snead— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DURHAM: The petition of Mary Caldwell and Alfred 
Williams, of Madison County, Kentucky, for a change of the inter- 
nal-revenue laws—to the same committee. 


By Mr. FREEMAN: The petition of American Carpet-Lining Com- | 
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| Fairhaven, Massachusetfs, that tariff duties remain unchanged yy. 
thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means 

By Mr. HOOKER: The — of Harriet J. Carey, 
sation for property taken 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. KIDDER: Papers relating to the establishment of po 
routes between Crook City and Spearfish, and between Crook " ity 
and Galena, Dakota Territory—to the Committee on the Post-o-. 
and Post-Roads. - 

By Mr. LIGON: A paper relating to the establishment of 
route between Dick’s Creek and Union Springs, Alabama—to ¢} 
committee, 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: Papers relating to the claims of A. P, Jac} 
son and others, of Nicholas Marquez, and of James E. Barnes ay 
11 others, citizens of California—to the Committee on Public Lands 

By Mr. McKINLEY: The petition of manufacturers of stone chiy 
and earthenware at East Liverpool, Ohio, that no change be » 
in existing tariff laws—to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

By Mr. MULLER: Papers relating to the claim of P. F. Reuss fo; 
a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: Remonstrance of the employés of Porter ¢ 
Coates, of Philadelphia, book publishers, against the reduction of th, 
duty on books and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of citizens of New Rochelle, New 
York, for the remonetization of silver and the repeal of the resump. 
tion act—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. . 

By Mr. ROBERTS: The petition of 1,100 citizens of Maryland, for 
Government aid in removing to and settling upon the public do 
main—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. STARIN: The petition of Wood, Smith & Co., manufactr 
rers of carriage-axles, &c., at Fort Plain, New York, and of Mohawk 
and Hudson Manufacturing Company, at Waterford, New York, that 
tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STEWART: The petition of the officers and citizens of 
Morrison County, Minnesota, for relief for settlers on railroad lands— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, for 

| the equalization of bounty to soldiers—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of W. O. White, for a pen 

| sion—to the same committee. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: The memorial of M. Castro, G. W. 
Boutell, and others, residing in San Benito and Monterey Counties, 
California, protesting a change in the line of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad so as to allow the same to be constructed on what is know: 
as the Salinas route—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. TIPTON: The petition of the Harvard Temple of Honor of 
Harvard, Ilinois, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
| holic liquor traftic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of Marsh & Harwood, 
and other manufacturers of chemicals, at Cleveland, Ohio, that tariff 
duties remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of Frederick Sherwood and others, 
of Westport, Connecticut, for an appropriation for the improvement 
of the harbor of Westport, Connecticut—to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: The petition of 83 citizens of 
Milton, Delaware, for an appropriation for the improvement of the 
Broadkiln River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petitions of Margaret Me- 
Crickett and Frederick R. Bruner, for pensions—to the Committee on 
| Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petition of Louisa Boddy, for 
relief—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Astoria, Oregon, 
for the construction of certain river and harbor improvements—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin : The petition of John Holroyd, 
| for compensation for the use of certain inventions of his at the l nited 
States navy-yard, Washington, District of Columbia—to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The memorial of the faculty of Adrian College, 
| Michigan, for further encouragement of education by the General 
| Government—to the Committee on Education and Labor. 
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pany, at Philadelphia, that tariff duties remain unchanged until | 


thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of John B. Wolfe, for the correc- 
tion of certain abuses by military officers and the War Department— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the protest of the eastern band of Cherokees, of North Car- 


olina, against the passage of House bill No. 228—to the Committee | 


on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of William F. 
Pratt and others, of East Bridgewater, Massachusetts, for the repeal 
of the charter of the National Capital Insurance Company, of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of C. D. Hunt, agent, manufacturer of tacks at 


| IN SENATE. 

WEDNESDAY, -Funuary 16, 1878. 

| Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

| The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. WITHERS presented joint resolutions of the senate and house 


of delegates of Virginia, in favor of a reduction of the tax on mand- 
| factured tobacco ; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. HOWE presented the petition of William McCall, M. D., and 
others, citizens of Omro, Wisconsin, praying for an amendment of 
the pension laws; which was referred to the ¢ ommittee on Pensions. 
Mp. KIRKWOOD presented the memorial of D. C. Richmond and 
hors, citizens of Muscatine, Iowa, remonstrating against the enact- 
: ont of the Bland silver bill or any bill for the recoinage of silver 
~. 4 legal tender that does not limit it as a tender or recognize its 

swoeiated value; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present the memorial of R. L. Dorr and others, of 
Dansville, New York, pointing out alleged ey ils and abuses arising 
1 of the present laws providing for examining surgeons and exam- 

- boards of surgeons of the Pension Bureau, and in favor of legis- 

t action by Congress to remedy the same. I move its reference 

the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAINE. I present, by request, a memorial of the delegation 
‘ tl e Cherokee Nation, remonstrating against the passage of Senate 

| No, 107, to enable Indians to become citizens of the United States. 
it is the desire of the delegation that this memorial be printed in the 
CONGRESSIONAL Recorp, which I request may be done. 


lhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will lie upon the table, | 


» bill having been reported to the Senate. Is there objection to its 
wing printed in the CONGRESSIONAL REcORD? The Chair hears 
_and that order will be made. 

The memorial is as follows: 





JONS OF THE DELEGATION OF THE CHEROKEE NATION TO SENATE BILL NO 
107, FORTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
rable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembied : 

The undersigned, legal representatives of the Cherokee Nation of Indians, would 

to present, in brief, their objections to Senate bill No. 107, the apparent 
tof which is to “ enable Indians to become citizens of the United States ;"’ and 
toask that it may not by your support become a law. 

lhe eflect of any such measure, in our humble opinion, would be to dismember, 

ec, pauperize and destroy, sooner or later, every Indian nationality within 
ype of its operation 

The bill, as we shal show, is, in letter and spirit, in conflict with your treaty 

licetions and with acts of Congress, and with the long established and well- 
defined public policy of the Government in dealing with Indians, and especially 

th the civilized nations, and therefore ought not to pass. 

In considering the provisions of the bill we invite you to consider also the status 
of our nation—the relsiiens of the Government of the United States to the govern- 

tof the Cherokee Nation. The two are indissoluble in arriving at correct con- 

Weare not a roving band of Indians, without a local habitation, nor are we a 

(or tribe living by sufferance npon what is commonly known as an Indian 

servation, with no other right or title than that of occupancy. On the contrary, 
we are a corporate body "—a “ political community or state ""—a “nation ''—in 
the broadest sense, feeble in number, it is true, nevertheless a nation dependent, 

t independent—as your numerous treaties with our nation attest; and it is to 

vot these treaties that we desire, briefly, to call your attention in oppsition to 
Senate bill No. 107. 

As a nation we own our lands, moneys, and other public property in common, 

‘pass laws for the government of person and property within our borders. 
lhe ownership and control of all lands, moneys, and other possessions of the peo- 
ple of the Cherokee Nation (personal property excepted) vests legally and absolutely 

the Cherokee Nation and people, conditional only upon their extinction or aban- 
dooment. And no mere act of Congress can alienate one iota of the property thus 
held and the political franchises enjoyed, without the full and free consent of the 
Cherokee Nation, without doing violence to said nation and to the sacred obliga- 
tions of the United States Government. 

It isnow nearly a hundred years since the Government of the United States and the 
Cherokee nation negotiated their first treaty, and but eleven years and six months 
since they concluded the lastone. During this period twenty in a!l were made, ap- 
proved, ratitied by the Senate, and proclaimed by the President; and in every one of 
these treaties you can find one or more guarantees which will be violated if the 
ill (S. No, 107) now under consideration becomes a law. But passing over most of 
them, for the sun. cient reason that we do not wish to weary you, and do not deem 
it essential, we confine ourselves to a very few extracts of recent date, and which 
in our humble judgment you will adjudge sufficient to stay the legislation proposed. 
_ Article 3, treaty of 1835, pages 68, 69, Revised Indian Treaties, provides as fol- 
lows : 

The United States also agree that the lands above, ceded by the treaty of Feb- 
ruary 14, 1833, including the outlet, and those ceded by this treaty, shall all be in- 
claded in one patent, executed to the Cherokee Nation of Indians by the President 
it the United States, according to the provisions of the act of May 28, 1830. It 
however, agreed that the military reservation at Fort Gibson shall be held by 
the United States. But should the United States abandon said post and have no 
‘urther use for the same, it shall revert to the Cherokee Nation. The United 
States shall always have the right to make and establish such post and military 
‘orts In any part of the Cherokee country as they may deem proper for the interest 
and protection of the same, and the free use of as much fand, timber, fuel, and 
material of all kinds for the construction and support of the same as may be neces- 
sary: Provided, That if the private rights of individuals are interfered with, a 
/Wet compensation therefor shall be made.” 

Article 5, same treaty, pages 69,70, Revised Indian Treaties, says : 
. The United States hereby covenant and agree that the lands ceded to the 
he a e Nation in the foregoing article shall in no future time, without their con- 
ro ve included within the territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or Terri- 
tory aes they shall secure to ths Cherokee Nation the right by their national 
ae i B to make and carry into effect all such laws as they may deem necessary 
coum oer rramnent and protection of the persons and property within their own 
— a onging to their people or such persons as have connected themselves 
tion of the U rovided always, That they shall not be inconsistent with the Constitu- 
comuiation ee States and such acts of Congress as have been or may be passed 
Lneest tt rr a intercourse with the Indians. ; , 
following worda 7 ¢ Government, in the treaty of that date, reiterated, in the 
al & words, previous guarantees to the Cherokee Nation touching the owner- 
‘ = their lands, to wit : 
anal Tope, the lands now occupied by the Cherokee Nation shall be se- 
an rn. © Cherokee people for their common use and benefit ; and a patent 
or with ¢ the same, including the eight hundred thousand acres purchased, 
he on outlet west, promised by the United States.” 
Patent promised was duly executed, the granting clause being in the follow- 


& 
t 
ing words 
execution of the agreements and stipulations contained in the 


( 





“Therefore, in 








said several treaties, the United States have given and granted, and by these pres- 
ents do give and grant, unto the said Cherokee Nation the two tracts of land so 
surveyed, and hereinbefore described, containing in the whole 13,374,135.14 acres, to 
have and to hold the same, together with all the righta, privileges, and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging, to the said Cherokee Nation forever,” subject only to 
the condition named in the treaties relating to the Cherokee salt plains, and to the 
extinction of said nation or their abandonment of the country conveyed. 

July 19, 1866, the Cherokee Nation concluded their last conventiou with the Gov 
ernment of the United States. The twenty-third article provides that ‘‘ All funds 
now due the (Cherokee) Nation, or chat may hereafter accrue from the sale of their 
lands by the United States, as hereinbefore provided for, shall be invested in the 
United States registered stocks at their current value, and the interest on all said 
funds shall be paid semi-annually on the order of the Cherokee Nation. and shall 
be applied to the following purposes, to wit: 35 per cent. shall be applied for the 
support of the common schools of the nation and educational purposes, 15 per 
cent. for the orphan fund, and 50 per cent. for general purposes.’ aoa the tenth 


| article of our treaty of 1835 provides “that the council of the (Cherokee) Nation 


may, by giving two years’ notice of their intention, withdraw their funds, by and 
with the consent of the President and Senate of the United States, and invest them 
in such manner as they may deem most proper for their interest 
Indian Treaties, page 72.) 

Article 20, treaty of 1866, provides that “‘ whenever the Cherokee national 
council shall request it the Secretary of the Interior shall cause the country re- 
served for the Cherokees to be surveyed and allotted among them at the expense 
of the United States. 

Article 31 declares that “all provisions of treaties heretofore ratified and in 
force, and not inconsistent with the provisions of this treaty, are hereby reaflirmed 
and declared to be in full force.’ 

March 3, 1871, the Congress of the United States set its seal of approval to the 
treaty obligations of the United States Government in these words, namely : 

** Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to invalidate or 
—— the obligation of any treaty heretofore lawfully made and ratified with any 
Indian tribe.” (See Revised Statutes, page 366, section 2079, in which this pro- 
vision is re-enacted. See also section 1839, Revised Statutes, page 326.) 

As before stated, the bill under consideration proposes to violate the obligations 
of your Government and the laws referred to, in this, that it proposes to control 
our own citizens inside the jurisdiction of our nation, and to dispose of the public 
as wellasthe private funds of our nation and people. It is, moreover, palpably 
violative of the patent we hold to our lands, which is as sacred as any other deed 
or land title that your Government has ever issued to your own citizens or corpo 
rations. No greater anomaly or violation of the public faith of your Government 
could be perpetrated by Congress than the passage of an act that would interfere 
with the countless and fixed land titles heretofore granted to your own citizens and 
corporations; and yet this bill proposes to verify this anomalous condition of 
things as regards the Indian nations it proposes to affect in spite of their remon 
strance. 

What would the civilized world say should Congress go to work to break up all 
the titles hitherto given to the people to their homes? Such legislation would have 
the effect of destroying all the records of the Ge.eral Land Oftice, and would rev 
olutionize the people of the United States, and would be in violation of the Consti- 
tution, which says that no retroactive law or law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts shall be passed by Congress. For these reasons, as stated, the bill under 
consideration is at variance with the Constitution and public policy of the United 
States. 

As sustaining our construction of your laws and treaties and our patent, just 
referred to, we respectfully refer you to the decisions of the highest tribunal of 
your country, the Supreme Court, notably the following: Holden vs. Joy, 17 Wal- 
lace, 211; Cherokee Nation vs. Georgia, 5 Pet., 17; Worcester vs. Georgia, 6 
Pet., 543; Doe vs. Braden, 16 How., 635; Fellows vs. Blacksmith, 19 How., 372; 
Garcia rs. Lee, 12 Pet.,519; Holmes vs. Jenison et al., 14 Pet., 569; 1 Kent's Com., 
166; 2 Story on Con., sec. 1508; 7 Hamilton's works, 501; Duer’s Jurisp., 229; also 
Johnson vs. McIntosh, 8 Wheat.,573, and many others too numerous to name. 

With all due deference to Congress, we do not think it can afford to pass a bill 
like this, which not only proposes to ignore its own repeated action, but also pro- 
poses to violate the Constitution of the United States and the treaties referred to, 
as well as the oft-repeated deliverances of the Supreme Court of the United States ; 
and this, too, when there is not the shadow of necessity or propriety for such legis- 
lation. 

For the general reasons set forth we respectfully but firmly protest against the 
passage of this bill (S. No. 107) by Congress 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, your ebedient, humble servants, 
WM. P. ADAIR, 

D. H. ROSS, 
Cherokee Delegation. 


(See Revision 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 12, 1872. 


Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of Elizabeth Chase, Mrs. t’red- 
erick Douglass, jr., Solomon G. Brown, Frederick Dougiass, jr., and 
others, citizens of Uniontown, District of Columbia, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
of sex; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of Royal C. Taft, manufact- 
urer of woolens, of Providence, Rhode Island, employing four hundred 
and twenty-five workmen, praying that Congress will take no action 
concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall have ascer- 
tained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the 
country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the 
restoration of general prosperity ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of A. O. Kidder and others, citi- 
zens of Massachusetts, praying for an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchis- 
ing United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of Samuel H. Chew, a citizen of 
Fayette County, Kentucky, praying compensation for property taken 
by United States forces during the late war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EUSTIS, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
to whom was referred the petition of J. H. Merrill, praying for some 
remuneration for a model of a library building made in 1873, and 
which was returned in a broken and damaged condition, reported 
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See ena ee a a a earns 
adversely thereon, and the committee were discharged from the fur- effect of the amendment is to give to the resolution, shoul 
ther consideration of the petition. - é | the weight of the whole legislative voice, the sanction of t 
Mr. SARGENT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was | law-making power; in other words to change it from a mere concur 
referred the bill (S. No. 493) to provide for the removal of the Naval | rent resolution, confining itself to an expression of the two Houses, 
Observatory, reported it with amendments; and submitted a report | to a joint resolution which will be the expression of the whole ln. 
, I : } J a p Whole law. 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed. making power—the two Houses of Congress and the President of th 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION REGENTS. | | ne , ts lh ; 
Mr. HAMLIN. I ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, and I sa Mr. KERNAN. J hope, in gustice to the Government of the United 
tesire that it Iie 01 the table fer a few wlantes I going to ask | States and in justice to all who deal in our obligations, that this ; 
v1 . ‘ 2 s te > t > 28. as ‘ c as ° ° . ° . ° 5 Pres 
tee xd = coi yen € 1utes, aS 1 am going to ask olution will be put in such a form that it will not be a mere reso] 
By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a joint reso- hut if ft ie tole _ vara Maney 7 ne nated ee. the two bodies 
lution (8. R. No. 15) filling an existing vacancy in the board of re- | poe 38 Oe mone at a yy hg tenants ‘after redigge- 
ae f ‘th a8 ‘ith . ~. tite ti 5 of ‘el Bary tene sn ae Bae book which shall say to everybody “ this is now made a statute of ; 
title. Be Me SmLASOMIAN ADSULUHON ; WAICH was read twice SY MS | United States and is not the mere expression of an opinion ;” and « 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Maine desire that every one who deals hereafter in our obligations may see thi: 
present action on the joint resolution ? 


law on the statute-book and may know that it is not a mere expres 
Mr. HAMLIN. Let it lie on the table for the present, until I can | #02 of opinion which may not be concurred in by another body. Wj 
; get some information to fill a blank. 


owe it, I say again, to the Government of which we are a part an¢ 

. . : : mee os ’ iar as to all the people who may wish to deal in these obligations, that ; 

: The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will lie on the table. : as as : : 8 IS, Chat if 

f ; : we pass anything of this kind it shall 1 a law unor 

Mr. HAMLIN. I mean to call it up presently. a b° A all be in the form of a law upon 
PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 


our statute-book, so that all men may know that those authorizes ¢) 
make laws did make one of this character. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further business of the Mr. MATTHEWS. Mr. President, I hope the amendment wil] yo; 

morning hour the Senate will proceed to the consideration of the | prevail. The resolution was introduced as a concurrent resolution 

unfinished business of yesterday, being the resolution offered by the | with purpose and intent, and not as a joint resolution. We do po: 


1 it Pass, 
he Whole 


meee 





Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MATTHEWS.] It will be reported. wish in this way to make the law; we wish to declare our opinion o; 
The Chief Clerk read the resolution. what the law was; and if the Secretary of the Treasury, on his ow; 
Mr. SARGENT, (after a pause.) What is the order of business? mere motion, by an unauthorized letter to a syndicate, can put a 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is the consideration | interpretation upon the statutes of the United States which is to } 

of the unfinished business of yesterday. considered as binding on the people, then in my opinion a declaratio 
Mr. CONKLING. Why do wenot vote, Mr. President? I ask fora | of the sentiments of the two Houses of Congress is entitled to as 

vote on the resolution, the untinished business. much consideration ; and in order to exclude the conclusion that may 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is, shall the reso- | otherwise be drawn I desire to have the two bodies, the House oj 

lution be committed to the Committee on the Judiciary ? Representatives and the Senate of the United States, to declare what 
Mr. CONKLING. Let us vote on that question. That is a good | is their opinion. 

motion. The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is the Senate ready for the question? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is the Senate ready for the question? | Mr. BAYARD. I would recall to the Senate the fact that to-day 


Mr. CONKLING, and others. Question. was assigned for hearing the mortuary eulogies upon the late Senator 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I ask for the yeas and nays. from Missouri, Mr. Bogy, and that it was not expected that other 

The yeas and nays were ordered. business would be transacted to the exclusion of that. The conse- 

Mr. BAYARD. Will the Chair be kind enough to state the ques- | quence is that I observe certain Senators absent from their seats 
tion before the Senate? whose votes I think are entitled to be recorded upon this extremely 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, shall the resolution in- | important question. I suggest, therefore, to the honorable Senator 
troduced by the Senator from Ohio in relation to the manner of the | from Ohio and to other Senators who have amendments pending that 
payment of the public debt be committed to the Committee on the | they be suffered to lie over until the exercises of the Senate in respect 
Judiciary, in accordance with the proposition of the Senator from | to the memory of the late Senator from Missouri shall have taken 
Vermont, | Mr. MORRILL ?] place. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 19, Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I desire, in aid of the suggestion made 
nays 31; as follows: by the honorable Senator trom Delaware, to remind the honorable 


ee ee ee 
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YEAS—19. Senator from Ohio that he informed the Senate of a fixed time when 
Anthony, Conkling, Hoar, Paddock, he should ask for a vote on the measure and the pending amend- 
Barnum, ome, aan, Betline, ments, and I suppose it was the understanding of most Senators, so 
a ata Mitchal ‘Waleigh. far as the expression of that purpose for the majority was made, that 
Butler Hamlin, Morrill, that was the time we were to rely upon for the voting to take place. 
NAYS—31. I make this suggestion merely for the consideration of the Senator 
Armstrong, Davis of Illinois, Kirkwood, Ransom, from Ohio. 

Beck, Dorsey, McCreery, Saulsbury, Mr. MATTHEWS. In answer to the Senator from Massachusetts | 
Booth, ' Ferry McMillan Saunders, desire the Senate to take notice that I am not responsible for the in- 
Peete oF oa Hain’ oo S, Tolle” | troduction of the question to-day. I expected the understanding that 
Cockrell, Hereford. Mesrinson. Voorhees, was announced to have been carried out. I expected that the Sena- 
Coke, Howe, Morgan, Withers. tor from North Carolina [Mr. MERRIMON] who had taken the flooron 
. Conover, Johnston, Plumb, one occasion to speak to the question would make his argument to- 
; ABSENT—26. day, and that was all that I presumed would be done, aside from tly 
‘4 Allison Dennis, Jones of Nevada, Sharon, delivery of the addresses prepared in reference to the occasion of the 
3 _— y ee Kellogg, 7a death of the late Senator from Missouri. But it was the Senator frou 
a | enable Gesten.” McDonald Whvte. New York who called the matter up and insisted on the vote ; and if 
} Chaffee, Hill Oglesby, ' Windom. it be the pleasure of that side of the Senate to have the vote, certainly 
4 Christiancy, Ingalls, Patterson, nothing would be more agreeable to me. If, on the other hand, the 
; Pare ee Vis, | Sie Ce... Deere Senate desire further to discuss the resolution, I wish nothing more 

4 So the motion to refer the resolution to the Committee on the Judi- | than what I announced yesterday. 
s ciary was not agreed to. Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, one part of the statement of the 
s The VICE-PRESIDENT. The next question is on the amendment | Senator from Ohio is not, I think, as accurate as his statements 


proposed by the Senator from New York, [Mr. CONKLING, ] which will | usually are. The Senator com New York did not call up this resplu- 
be reported. tion. The President of the Senate called it up as the rule requipd 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I hope that, as there is no disposition further | him to do. He, in the first place, pursued morning business wt! 
to discuss the resolution, we shall go on now and take votes succes- | morning business was concluded, and then announced that there 
sively on each proposition and pass the resolution to-day just as it was | being no further morning business the unfinished business was 10 
introduced, order. A pause ensuing I inquired why we did not vote, but I did 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the amend- | not call up the resolution. I should like to inquire of the Senator 
ment proposed by the Senator from New York. from Ohio whether there was such an understanding as he intimate; 

The Curer CLERK. It is yroposed to strike out in the first line of whether there was an understanding in the Senate that some Sena 
the resolution the words “ the House of Representatives concurring | tor was to address the Senate to-day on this subject and that noth 
therein” and insert “and House of Representatives of the United | ing else was to occur to-day in regard to it? I understood the Sen 
States of America in Congress assembled ;” so as to read: tor to so intimate. I do not think any such understanding ever ¥* 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of | disclosed in my hearing. pee 
America in Congress assembled. Mr. MATTHEWS. I will say in reply to the Senator from New 





The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on this amendment. York that I undertook to state what my understanding was with the 
Mr. MATTHEWS. [I ask for the yeas and nays. Senator from North Carolina, and I supposed there was & Le 
The yeas and nays were ordered. understanding that nothing more would be done to-day in respect 


Mr. CONKLING. Every Senator will observe that the object and | this resolution but that it would be informally laid aside in order to 








its 
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enable gentlemen who desired to speak in reference to the subject, 
shich had been designated as the special order for to-day in regard 
- the late Senator from Missouri, to do so. ; 

While I am up I propose to correct the inaccuracy to which my 
ention has been called by the Senator from New York, and to 
it my statement to now saying that I understood it was the Sen- 
stor from New York who insisted on the vote being taken upon the 
jyestion of referring the resolution to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. Of course I understood that the resolution with the pending 
amendments came up necessarily in the usual order of business, but 
I was expecting that some gentleman interested in the question of 
woing on With the delivery of eulogies in regard to the late Senator 
from Missouri would move that the resolution be laid aside tempo- 
rarily, when the Senator from New York insisted, as I understood 
him, upon taking the vote on the motion to refer. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr, President, I heard or thought I heard my- 
self arraigned for transgressing some understanding of the Senate. 
After the statement of the Senator from Ohio I think I am warranted 
in pleading not guilty. Without denying at all that an individual 
understanding of the Senator from Ohio ought to become obligatory 
upon the Senate when disclosed, I think I may say that none of us 
can be expected to observe unrevealed understandings of the Senator 
from Ohio, not even if they become so solemn as to be understood by 
one other member of the Senate. 

] do not wish to pursue this; but I do not feel inclined to have the 
record show that some understanding existed which, among other 
things, concerned a matter of ceremonial observance and that I had 
in any way infringed upon that understanding. This matter arose ; 
the Chair paused tosee if any Senator addressed the Chair. Finding 
as | did that no Senator seemed inclined to discuss it further, I said 
“Why not vote upon the amendments?” and the Chair said that the 
first question was on the motion to refer; and, of course, under the 
rules, the vote was taken upon that. 
the convenience of anybody although I do not see, I confess, why 
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att 


lim 


we should not go on to a final vote upon this resolution. Whenever | 


any Senator shall rise for the ceremonies and observances to which 
allusion has been made, of course in the practice of the Senate any 
business will yield to that. But in the mean time I do not see why 
we do not make progress with a resolution which seems to indicate 


a disposition to encumber the Senate and to block legislation for | 


some time. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Mr. President, I shgnlid like to say further that 
I certainly did not mean to be understood as arraigning the Senator 
from New York for anything, and particularly for violating any un- 
derstanding with the Senate. I was simply replying to the Senator 
from Massachusetts, whose question, directed to me, seemed to point 
to me as the author of the proceeding, and I replied by simply stating 
the fact that it was the Senator from New York who had called for 
the question on the motion to refer, and I certainly agree with the 
Senator from New York entirely in my desire that there should be a 
present vote on the pending amendments and the resolution, in order 
that they may not longer be obstructions in the way of legislation of 
the body. Therefore ‘i hope the matter will go on to a vote. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, perhaps I ought to say a word 
by way of explanation. It may be remembered by some Senators that 
when the Senate adjourned last month for the holidays I held the 
floor with a view to speak to this resolution. I was not present 


when the Senate reassembled, and therefore lost my right to the floor | 
and have not been able to obtain it since. It was known to gentlemen | 


around me and also to the Senator from Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] that I 
desired to speak to this resolution, and intended doing so at the first op- 
portunity. I was not able to obtain the floor yesterday evening, and 
I conjectured that the ceremomals which would occupy attention 
to-day might consume the day, and I therefore did not make some 
preparation that I desired to make and bring with me some statis- 
tics that I expected to use. I did not, therefore, rise to address the 
Senate at the time the resolution was called up. There was no com- 
mon aes in the Senate that I was to speak to the resolu- 
tion at all, but still some Senators around me, and particularly the 
Senator from Ohio, who has this resolution in charge—for he intro- 
duced the resolution—knew that I desired to speak, and hence I have 
no doubt of the remark he made that there was some understanding. 
It was informal and private, not official. There was no general un- 
derstanding of the Senate at all. 

I now say that i should like to address the Senate upon this reso- 
lution, speaking directly to it. I have left some statistics that I de- 
sire to use at my chambers; they are not here; so that I cannot go 
en now unless I should go on under great disadvantage. If the 
Senate shall proceed to bring this matter to a determination, I may 
veuture to speak without the statistics. : 


Mr. CONKLING. It is hardly necessary for me to assure the Sen- | 


ator from North Carolina that he will have the vote and the activity 
. one member of the Senate to have the resolution so considered and 
thine pe edings 80 governed as to suit his convenience entirely. I 
Sen would be very unreasonable for the Senate to foreclose the 

lator from North Carolina, under the circumstances, from address- 


ing the Senate and having his data and suiting himself with the | 


—— when his address shall proceed; and I beg to assure him 
} uothing was further from my purpose than to interpose any em- 


‘atTassment to an arrangema@nt of that sort. Lnever heard ofit before. | 
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I have no idea that there was—none in the 


Mr. MERRIMON. 
world. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, after the notice that the Senator 
from Ohio gave yesterday, that he desired to bring this matter to a 
vote on Monday next, I feel some confidence in believing that a good 
many gentlemen, or some at any rate, had no expectation that it would 
be brought on to-day, and were not prepared with some short observa- 
tions and studies they had been making of the subject, and I think 
they had a right to rely upon the statement of the manager of the 

| resolution that there would not be any jumping about the business 
| to-day. In fact it was only by accident, that I heard of the cireum- 
| stance that it was up, although I was in the Capitol not neglecting 
my duty, but performing it in executing the orders of a committee of 
the Senate. So I think it would not be right to press the matter 
| now, and I believe the Senator does not desire to do it. 
| Mr. MATTHEWS. Not at all. 1! desire to carry out the original 
| understanding as far as I am concerned. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. That being the case and the observances which 
| have been spoken of being about to come on, I think it quite desira- 
ble before the Senate adjourns to-day that we should have a short 
| executive session, and I now move an executive session, with the ex- 
| pectation of having the doors opened again in a very few minutes. 
Mr. EATON. What is now before the Senate, Mr. President? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There has been discussion between sev- 
eral Senators as to the order of business. 

Mr. EATON. I move that the present order of business, the reso- 
| the Senator from Ohio, be continued until Friday at one 
| o'clock. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not think that order 
necessary. It is the unfinished business of the Senate and will come 
up after the morning hour until disposed of, under the rules of the 
Senate. 

Mr. EATON. My desire was that it should be continued over to- 
| morrow, and not come up after the morning hour to-morrow. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is moved that the further considera- 
tion of the resolution be postponed until Friday at one o’clock. 

Mr. EATON. Or on the conclusion of the morning hour that day. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. [respectfully inquire whether the effect of that 
would not be to displace it as unfinished business entirely ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands not. The Chair 
understands that to-morrow is to be devoted to the eulogies on the 
| late Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Yes, sir. If it could be by unanimous consent 
allowed to come up as the unfinished business on Friday, I should 

not object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair, then, will make this order, no 
| Senator dissenting, that the resolution shall go over until that time 

withont prejudice. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Then I do not object. 
| The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order is made. 

Mr. THURMAN. I understand that the resolution of my colleague 
| has gone over by unanimous consent to Friday. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Till Friday at one o’clock. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I suggest to my friend from North Caro- 
lina that before that is concluded, he take the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Everybody will understand that he has it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Iam not entitled to the floor, but I will take 
the floor again. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from North Carolina as entitled to the floor when the resolution shal! 
be again under consideration. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. At the suggestion of some Senators respecting 
matters of convenience, I witidraw the motion that I made, if i 
made one, to have an executive session, although I think the public 
interest requires it. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 529) to organize the Territory of Oklahoma 
and to guarantee to the civilized and semi-civilized tribes of Indians 
living therein a republican form of government; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 530) for the relief of Alexander Davis ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WITHERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 531) to amend and re-enact section 571 
Revised Statutes of the United States, in relation to certain district 
courts; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 

mittee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, (by request,) asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 532) to incorporate the 
| Suburban Railway Company of Washington in the District of Colum- 
| bia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
| on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 533) to restore the case of 
W. R. Glover and Thomas W. Mather against the United States in 
the Court of Claims to the docket for trial; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRIMON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
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D. Cooley ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 535) granting an increase of pension to Theo- 
dore Gardner; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 
On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Philip A. Owen, late United States In- 
fantry, be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs 


DEATH OF SENATOR BOGY. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, according to notice previously 
given, it now becomes my sad duty formally to announce to the Sen- 
ate the death of my late colleague, Hon. Lewis Vita. BoGy, and to 
ask of the Senate the present consideration of the following resolu- 
tions as a mark of respect to his memory: 


Resolved, That the Senate has received with profound sorrow the announcement 
of the death of Hon. Lewis V. Boey, late a Senator of the United States from the 
State of Missouri. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect to the memory of Hon. Lewis V. Boy, the 
business of the Senate be now suspended, that his former associates may pay pro 
per tribute to his public and private virtues 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for the memory of the deceased, the 
members of the Senate will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these resolutions to the House of 
Representatives. 





The resolutions were unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon 
of September 20, 1877, at his family residence, in the city of Saint 
Leuis, surrounded by his loving, weeping family and devoted, grief- 























spired words, “ It is appointed unto man once to die.” 

Lewis ViItaL BoGy was born on the 9th day of April, in the year 
1813, in Sainte Genevieve, nowin Sainte Genevieve County, Missouri, 
and was a descendant of the early French pioneers who came to that 
region of country when it belonged to France. 

His father, Joseph Bogy, was born in Kaskaskia, Illinois, and re- 
moved to the then Missouri Territory in 1805, and settled in Sainte 
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Mr. Joseph Bogy was private secretary to Governor Morales under 











organized as a Territory became a member of the territorial Legisla- 
ture, and after Missouri was admitted as a State in the Union became 
a member of the State Legislature and filled many other positions 
of trust and confidence. 

5 In the early youth of Lewis V. BoGy the French was the language 
spoken by all the inhabitants of hig town, and educational advan- 
tages were very limited. Very few persons of this day, born and 












































veniences which then beset the pathway and frustrated the efforts of 

the youth to obtain an education. 
: and disadvantages, Lewis V. BoGy prosecuted his education in such 
7 schools as were then accessible in that new country, manifesting 
; that indomitable will and perseverance which yield to no obstacles 
however formidable. About 1822 he attended a school in his native 
town taught by John D. Grafton, from Connecticut. He was then 
sent to a Catholic school in Perryville, now in Perry County, Missouri, 
taught by a Swiss, where he remained until attacked by a “ white 
swelling” which confined him to his bed for some eighteen months. 
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States Senator from Missouri, who died on October 31, 1843, while 
Senator. Dr, Linn was a Senator in the same line or class in which 

Mr. BoGy afterward became a Senator. 
} During this confinement he read constantly, and thus made rapid 
progress. He was afterward aclerk in a store at a salary of $200 
per year, under a contract to take out in trade one-half of that 
salary. By fragality in his habits and economy in expenditure he 
managed to purchase books and study elementary law, and begin 
the study of Latin. On January 16, 1532,a young man, with limited 
education and means, he left his home under charge of Mr. William 
* Shannon, an old friend of his father, to go to Kaskaskia, Illinois, to 
; read law in the office of the late Judge Nathaniel Pope, judge of the 

United States district court. 

cae At or prior to this time he had formed the determination to con- 
‘ ; tinue the study of law and to return to his native State to practice 
and to qualify himself to become United States Senator from his native 
State, and to work for this position until he became sixty years old. 
This determination was communicated to his mother in a letter dated 
January 16, 1832. He lived to attain the goal of his laudable ambi- 
tion a few months before the end of his sixtieth year. He studied 


































































































tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 534) for the relief of Henry 


le 3 stricken friends, Hon. Lewis Vitra BoGy, in the sixty-tifth year of | 
an his age, departed this life, calmly, painlessly, and in the possession of 
4 all his faculties, thus yielding another victory to death, the con- 
+] quering hero of the human family. 
+ Again is manifested infallible proof of the truth of the divinely in- 


: Genevieve, then an important town, and married Marie Beauvais, the | 
; daughter of Vital Beauvais, and mother of Lewis Virau Bocy. 


the Spanish dominion over that country, and when Missouri was | 


reared under our present well-organized and widely-spread system | 
é of public schools, academies, colleges, and universities every where 
accessible, can realize or appreciate the many obstacles and incon- | 


Under innumerable difficulties | 


He was skillfully treated by Dr. Lewis F. Linn, afterward United | 


law under Judge Pope till May, 1832. He then voiunteered as a p, 
| vate soldier in the war with the Indians, known as the Black Hawk 
| war, and participated in two hotly contested engagements. Hayip, 

served faithfully and gallantly to the close of that war, he returnea 
to Kaskaskia and continued his study of law. In 1833 he became . 
student in the law school at Lexington, Kentucky, from which }, 
graduated in 1835, with the highest encomiums, having devoted hiy 
self to his studies with the most assiduous attention. : 

On April 1, 1835, be located in Saint Louis and opened a law offic, 
and began his professional career. 

By diligent and close attention to business, and earnest applica. 
tion to study, he soon won distinction and eminence in his protessio; 
and secured a lucrative practice. 

In 1840 he was elected a member of the General Assembly of the 
State of Missouri, and, although among the youngest members, if yo; 
the youngest, he was an efficient and useful member and served wit) 
distinction. In 1849, having acquired large means by his professjoy, 
he removed to his native county, Sainte Genevieve, and was the ap 
ti-Benton democratic candidate for the Legislature and was defeated 

Colonel Benton, having failed to secure his re-election to the United 
States Senate, at the next congressional election in 1552, announced 
himself a candidate for Representative in Congress. Lewis V. Bogy 
was nominated as his opponent, and although defeated acquired 
| prestige from his contest with the great Senator, and at the succeed. 

ing election in 1854 was elected a member of the Genera! Assem))}y 
from his native county and served with marked ability and distinc. 
tion. In 1863, having returned to Saint Louis, he was the democrat 
candidate for Congress against the late Senator Francis P. Blair, j; 
and Samuel Knox, and was defeated. 

In 1867 he was appointed by the late President Andrew Johnso: 
| Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and discharged the duties with sig. 
nal ability and fidelity for about six months, when, not being con- 
firmed by the Senate, he retired from the oftice. 

In 1873 he became a candidate for the United States Senate, and 
having received the caucus nomination by a vote of 64 to 57 for the 
late distinguished Senator, General Frank P. Blair, was elected over 
Hon. John B. Henderson, late United States Senator, by a majority 
of 5Y votes, and became the successor of General Blair in this body 
for the term trom March 4, 1873, to March 3, 1879. His career asa 
| Senator in this body is familiar to most of the present Senators. 
| Colonel BoGy during his long career occupied a very conspicuous 

position among the public een of his State, and in addition to the 
political offices named occUpied many important positions of trust 
} and honor. He was president of the Saint Louis and Iron Mountain 
| Railroad, president of the Exchange Bank of Saint Louis, commis- 
sioner of public schools, member of the city council of Saint Louis, 
and president of the city council, and, as such, acting mayor in the 
absence of the mayor. 

The survivors of his family are his wife, Mrs. Pelagie Pratt Bogy 
daughter of the late General Bernard Pratt, his son, Joseph Bogy, 
| and his daughter, Mrs. Josephine Noonan. 

The disease which terminated fatally first manifested itself in this 
city during the last session of the Forty-fourth Congress, and the 
executive session of the Senate, called upon its close, and was of the 
character of a low malarial fever. After the adjournment of the Sen- 
ate in March, 1877, he returned to his home and continued to grow 
worse. In August, 1877, he visited Colorado, with the hope of relief; 
failing, he returned to Saint Louis, and grew steadily weaker until 
he was forced to confinement in bed. A few days prior to his death 
| the rupture of an abcess of the under or posterior surface of the liver 
occurred, and for a short time he seemed to grow better, when a 
| marked change occurred indicating the rapid approach of death. 
| Father Tallon, of Saint Laurence O’Toole’s church, administered to 
him the last sacraments of the Catholic Church, of which be was an 
| earnest member, and about ten o’clock he went to sleep, and ateleven 
| o’clock, without a sign of pain, he passed away as quietly and calmly 
as if still sleeping. Saat 

The last sad rites were performed on September 22, 1577, and his 
body was then interred in Cavalry Cemetery, to await the resurrec- 
tion morn. ; 

Mr. President, this is the third time in the history of Missouri that 
her Senator during his term of office has died, and these three deaths 
h..ve all occurred in the same line or class of Senators, which bega® 
with Senator Barton. Mr. Alexander Buckner, serving in the term 
beginning March 4, 1831, and ending March 3, 1837, died in the year 
1533 during the recess, and was succeeded by Dr. Lewis F. Linn, who 
served out Mr. Buckner’s term and was his own successor by swe 
re-elections, for the terms ending respectively March 3, 1543, and 
March 3, 1849, but died in the recess, on October 31, 1843. Mr. Boot 
in 1873, became a Senator in this same class, and died September *", 
1877, during the recess. A 

Mr. BoGy from youth to death displayed an honorable ambition, @ 
strong will, an unyielding perseverance, and a lion-hearted courage 
that never failed in the face of the strongest difficulty. In all the 





| relations of life he was “the born gentleman,” courteous, generous, 
| liberal, and warm-hearted. 

As a son he was dutiful, affectionate, and considerate. 
and father he was kind, loving, patient, and tender, and 
| strong affection upon his wife and children. 
| It is in these sacred relations of life that the true character of man 


As husband 
doted with 


1878. 


‘s exemplified, an ; , 
aa happily realized the truth of the beautiful lines: 
Domestic happiness, thou only bliss 
Of Paradise that has survived the fall ! 
Thou art the muse of virtue; in thine arms 
She smiles, appearing as in truth she is 
Heaven-born and destined to the skies again. 

\s a citizen he was patriotic and devoted to the Constitution and 

form of goverment, and labored earnest ly and zealously for the 
development of the material interests of his own great and rapidly 
owing city and State and of our whole country. 
As a public official he recognized that he was the agent and serv- 
ant of the people, and was 1 
Jischarge of every trust confided to him and of every obligation 
imposed upon him. 
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and herein the late Senator BoGy stood pre-eminent, its, giving a new impetus to its enterprise and greatly increasing the 
| city in wealth and population. 


The Saint Louis and Iron Mountam 


| Railroad has within the last few years been pushed into Texas, and 


by it and connecting railroads Saint Louis now has all-rail connection 


with the Gulf of Mexico at Galveston. 


‘Jaborious, diligent, and faithful in the | 


When his eventful career drew to its inevitable close and the labors | 


of his life on earth were ended by the separation of soul and body in 
temporal death, the people of his native Stat p and of the whole coun- 
try justly felt and uttered the sentiment, “ Well doue, thou good and 
faithful servant. 

Mr. President, I have often heard it stated upon this floor that the 
Senate of the United States is a continuing body, perpetual in exist- 
ence, without end of daysin law. This may be true asa legal propo- 
sition and may tend to divert our attention from a stern fact and an 
inexorable event, the uncertainty of life and the certainty of death. 

It is therefore proper that we occasionally turn from the thrilling 
and absorbing themes discussed in this body to contemplate the end 
of all the living and to realize that— 

Life is ever a vapor that appeareth for a little time and then vanisheth away. 
and that— 


Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. 
like a flower and is cut down. 


He cometh ferth 


He builded better than he knew 

Mr. BoGy was one of the leading spirits in projecting and estab- 
lishing the great iron founderies near Suint Louis, which have added 
8o greatly to the prosperity of the city. He lent his untiring energy 
and influence to other enterprises of public advantage. He was a 
public-spirited man; one of the men to whom all look to head great 
enterprises. 

He was a splendid type of the rugged old men of the West, fast 
passing away, who carved thriving States out of a wilderness. Born 
in the Territory of Missouri soon after it passed from the dominion of 
Spain to that of France, and then under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, he lived to see the sparsely populated Territory of bis birth 
enter the Union as a State under a political excitement never before 
reached in this country. He lived to see that excitement disappear, 
and other and graver differences appear and disappear, while his 
native State advanced in wealth and political influence till it had 
reached, in his day, the very front rank of States. 

Beginning his professional life in Saint Louis just when it was 
emerging froma French trading-post into a prosperous town, he lived 
to see it among the leading commercial cities of the Union, with the 
great Mississippi at its base spanned by the most splendid bridge in 
the world. 

Of the enterprise, progress, and prosperity of Missouri and her 


| great metropolis, Mr. BoGy could well have exclaimed, “All of which 
) saw, and a great part of which I was.” 


During my short term of service here, now less than three years, | 
the Senate has been called upon to suspend its business that we might | 


pay proper tribute to the public and private virtues of the late Vice- 
President Henry Wilson, and of the late President and United States 
Senator from Tennessee, Andrew Johnson, and of the late Senator 


from Connecticut, Orris S. Ferry, and of the late Senator from West | 
Virginia, Allen T. Caperton, and we now pay the same tribute to my | 


late colleague, Lewis V. BoGy, and to-morrow we will pay the same 
tribute to the late Senator from Indiana, Oliver P. Morton. We are 
thus solemnly warned of the truth of thadivine utterance: 

Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live. 

It is the dictate of both religion and philosophy that we cherish 
the memories of departed brother-Senators now quietly sleeping in 
the sepulcher, that universal and venerable teacher which declares 


declared in all climes and in all tongues of the earth, to all classes of 
people, to the king upon his throne, to the peasant in his hut, to the 
wise and to the ignorant : 
Our lives are rivers gliding free 
To that unfathomed boundless sea, 
The silent grave. 
The lessons which the sepulcher imparts impress us with the mo- 
mentous interests which cluster around life, death, and eternity : 
For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 
The “Man of Calvary” has lighted the gloom of the sepulcher with 
the glories of his triumph. We can exclaim: 


O Death, where is thy sting! 
O Grave, where is thy victory ! 


Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, Lewis V. BoGy was born April 9, | 
1513, in the Territory (now State) of Missouri, in the County of Sainte | 


Genevieve. He acquired the rudiments of an English education in 
the schools of the neighborhood, but in the main was educated by 
his own exertions without an instructor. ; 

He began the study of law in 1832 with Judge Pope, of Kaskaskia, 
Illinois, but suspended his studies to volunteer in the Black Hawk 
war and participated in two engagements and was present at the 
capture of Black Hawk. At the close of the war he resumed his 
studies under Judge Pope, and in 1835 completed tliem at Transy]- 
vania University, settled in Saint Louis, and began the practice of 


— at the age of twenty-two years, without aid from fortune or family 
influence, 


With a robust constitution, temperate habits, a will to succeed, | 
energy, and strict integrity, he laid the foundation of fortune and | 


usefulness and rapidly rose in his profession. He served for a time 
in the Legislature with credit, and occupied other positions of prom- 
inence, among them commissioner of common schools, in his native 
pe He was for a time president of the city council of Saint 
Lonis. His most important service to the State, and especially to 
Saint Louis, was in effectively directing the public mind to the vast 





| understood Indian affairs. 
| under the Federal Government. 


| had read and thought deeply. 


| friends could do was done to make smooth the rugged pathway. 


Mr. BoGy was appointed Commissioner of Indian Affairs in the 
year 1867, and conducted the complicated business of that important 
bureau with conspicuous intelligence and fidelity. I doubt if any 
man was ever at the head of that bureau who so thoroughly as he 
This was the only office he ever held 


He was elected to the Senate by the Legislature of Missouri, and 
took his seat in this body March 4, 1873. 

As a Senator he was honest, industrious, careful in arriving at his 
conclusions, and alive to every measure of national importance while 
never forgetting that he was specially intrusted with what specially 
concerned Missouri. He frequently took part in debate, was a ready 
and fluent speaker, reasoned well, and showed without effort that he 
While unswerving in his party alle- 
giance he was always courteous in debate as well as in social inter- 


na | . L ! ; course, and was a popular man in the Senate. 
to us to-day the same truths which it has for fifty-eight centuries past | 


His last important work as a Senator was asa member of the 
monetary commission, under the joint resolution of August 15, 1876, 
and upon this duty he entered with all the zeal of his earnest nature. 
The report of the commission will show how well and faithfully this 


| great and important work was performed. 


Mr. BoGy’s health began to fail during the intensely hot weeks 
closing the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress, and it was 
never restored, although for months afterward he continued his usual 
labors; but finally he was stricken down, and after a lingering ill- 
ness he died at his residence in Saint Louis at eleven o’clock a. m., Sep- 
tember 20, 1877, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. All that the 
tenderest love of a devoted family and the affection of life-long 
No 
man ever died in Saint Louis whose memory received more or higher 
marks of affectionate esteem than LEwis ViTaL bogey. 

The resolutions of the large and highly respectable bar of Saint 
Louis, of which he was so distinguished a member, which I place be- 
fore the Senate, are as follows: 


Resolved, That we, the members of the bar of Saint Louis, bear witness that 


| Lewis V. Bocy, dumng his long career in the profession, was distinguished by a 





high order of ability and the deportment of a true gentleman. It has been truth- 
fully said of him that he was “a born gentleman;”’ that he possessed the virtues 
of a Christian all will confess who knew him; he was devoted and faithful to every 
duty or trust in public or private life. Of the kindest disposition, he was also the 
purest and best of men in his relations to his family and friends. 

Resolved, That in expressing our appreciation of his career in public life we but 
record the trath of history when we aflirm that he was always earnest and con- 
scientious, true to the interests of the people of the entire country, a firm and 
steadfast friend to the people of the West, and labored with all his zeal and energy 
to build up the material prosperity of the State and the constituency he repre 
sented. 


In addition to the respect shown by the members of the bar, who 
attended his funeral in a body, and by the vast concourse of citizens 
who followed his remains to their last resting-place, many business 


| and social organizations passed resolutions of respect as a tribute to 


mountains south of Saint Louis known as Pilot Knob and Iron Mount- | 


ain. 


_This he began in 1847 and soon drew the attention of sagacious 
— to this inexhaustible and rich ore. These beds were re- 
a ~ navigation, and there were then no railroads in that direc- 
out rough his indefatigable exertions omy poe were formed and 

road projected and completed from Saint Louis to the iron depos- 


the memory of Mr. BoGy, not only in Saint Louis, but all over the 
State, and the press, irrespective of party, rendered merited tribute 


i ; | to the memory of the dead Senator. 
mportance of developing the wonderful deposits of iron ore in the | 


The States of Missouri and Texas had so many interests in common 
that soon after I entered the Senate at the executive session in March, 
1875, I was thrown much into companionship with Mr. BOGy, and con- 
ferred with him freely, the moreso as we were of the same political faith 
and party, and there sprang up akindly relation which continued till 
hisdeath. He was aman of clear judgment and unusually quick per- 
ception. His mind was well stored with valuable information. While, 
as was well said by the Saint Louis bar in their resolutions, “he was 
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: 


a born gentleman,” he possessed in an eminent degree the rugged 
: characteristics of the western pioneer. Strong in his convictions, 
with but little of policy, positive and outspoken in his likes and dis- 
likes, fearless in expression and action, honest and true, and every 
inch a man, he was in his family and social relations gentle as a 


woman 
: I remember that he was called from the Senate Chamber to the 
BE) bedside of his dying old mother, at his home in Saint Louis. Of this 
ii visit and of his great gratification in reaching her bedside before she 
4 died, which was but ashort time after his arrival, and of the pleasure 
‘ he felt that she at once recognized him although nearly gone, and of 
her noble traits of character, he spoke to me quite freely after his 


return, and I felt that more than forty active years in the great bat- 
tle of life had neither dried up nor weakened the pure fountain of 
his filial affection. From that time no man could have shaken my 
faith in Lewis V. Boy. 

I feel sure that every Senator who served with him respected his 
absolute integrity and that not one ever entertained even a moment- 
; ary feeling of unkindnesstowatd him. The kindly traits of his char- 
































4 acter, his purity of life and purpose were attested in all the many 
; resolutions passed by bar mectings and societies over the State of 
Missouri. These noble qualities endeared him to the people of his 
native State. 
Howe’er it be, it seems to me 
. *T is only noble to be good 
a Kind hearts are more than coronets, 
And simple faith than Norman blood. 
4 Such is a brief sketch of Lewis Vita BoGy. He has left a last- 
ao ing and good impress on his State, has set a good example here, and 


did not live in vain. 





} Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, not a mere sense of propriety, 
i but the high esteem and personal respect which I entertained for the 
’ man, impel me to say a few words in commemoration of Senator Bocy, 
i whose voice, once familiar to us here, will be heard no more in this 
ie j Hall. 
| : A descendant of the early French settlers, who, under the auspices 
3 ; of France, had established a solid footing in Canada, and spread their 
te scattered settlements in the rear of the English columns, from the 
ett great lakes almost to the Gulf, he retained many of the character- 
Hae istics of that people. French was his mother tongue, English an 
at acquired language, which he spoke with less fluency, and always 


with a pronunciation slightly tinged with the French accent. 
Limited as his early education had been, he overcame its defects 
by great industry and application—neglecting the mere literature 
and lighter accomplishments of the time, and applying all his ener- 
gies to the acquisition of useful and practical knowledge, which en- 
d abled him to meet the real struggle of life; to overcome the obsta- 
; cles in the pathway of success; to take advantage of the opportuni- 
ties presented for bettering his condition, and when he could not con- 
trol, to conform himself to and make the most of the circumstances 
by which he was surrounded. Though the law was his profession, 
and he obtained a good standing at the bar, he did not confine him- 
a self to the studies nor to the routine of his profession, but turned 
his attention to questions of politics and statesmanship; making 
himself familiar especially with every branch of knowledge essential 
t» a full understanding of the magnitude, the capabilities, the inter- 
ests, and the wants of the Great West; and of these, few men had more 
ample knowledge or appreciation. The whole subject of the public 


| lands; tke condition, numbers, and character of the Indian tribes; 
é the Indian treaties ; the intercourse with and the questions of policy 
-)) toward the Indians; the character and condition of the frontier set- 
3 r tlers, and their interests and wants he had carefully studied and 


thoroughly understood. 

He was also a man of action and of enterprise; a pioneer in the 
system of railroad improvements in his own State, which has done so 
much to develop the resources of that State and of the States and 
Territories thence westward to the Pacific. 

As Commissioner of Indian Affairs his policy and all his actions 
appear to have been dictated, not only by a sense of justice, but by a 
warm kindness for the race and the noblest promptings of humanity. 

Hie was a man of positive opinions and strong convictions, never 
shrinking from their avowal, and always ready to maintain them by 
argument to the utmost of his abilities. As adebater in the popular 
forum, or in the Senate, he was generally well posted in his facts, 
and warm and zealous, and even enthusiastic, in argument. With 
less power of dealing with the abstract than the concrete he was apt 
to spend too much of his force in the presentation and discussion of 
details instead of seizing at once upon the general principles involved 
in and resulting from them. Tbis naturally led him into a discur- 
sive style and often weakened the real force of his arguments. With 
too little power of abstraction always to overlook or disregard non- 
essentials, and to bring out prominently to view the essential princi- 
ples involved, he could not always readily render the point at which he 
aimed so prominent and distinct, even to his own vision, as to be able 

t the first shot to hit exactly the mark, though he generally hit near 
it, and always finally made up for this want of accuracy of sight and 
aim by a continuous repetition of his shots till the point was finally 
struck or worn away and demolished by the constant attrition which 
bad undermined its base. 
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Patient, laborious, and persistent in his investigations, he shirkeg 
no labor essential to the discharge of his duties either in the Senatp 
or upon committee. And upon committees especially he exerted 
his powers and labored with the utmost fidelity to reach the just ar 
proper result. His sense of justice was strong and clear and jp 
spared no pains in reaching a just result, and this he seemed oftey + 
reach with great accuracy by a kind of intuition without being aj), 
to state with logical accuracy the steps of the process by which he 
had reached it. Personally he was kind, gentle, social, and generoys. 
and these traits were not factitious nor put on for the occasion, byt 
real and essential attributes of the man himself. Courteous and 
polite in his intercourse with others, as from his French descent jt 
was but natural for him to be, he never allowed his courtesy or polite. 
ness to overcome his attachment to truth nor to repress his condem. 
nation of what he believed to be wrong. 

Born and reared a Catholic, and conforming his faith to the teach. 
ings of his Church with the confiding trust of a child to the author. 
ity of a beloved mother, his mind was untroubled with doubts of his 
future, and he was not shaken to and fro by the speculations of phi. 
losophers or metaphysicians whose theories always end in doubt and 
uncertainty. And if a man can bring himself to that state of unques- 
tioning confidence and trust, though we may not be able to agree 
with him, who shall say he has not been wise? The solution of this 
question is not for us, but for Him alone whose field of vision is infinite. 
while ours is almost infinitely small. 

But though his religious belief was thus settled he was tolerant of 
the beliefs and opinions of others. 

Finally, I will say that, notwithstanding our differences of religious 
and political belief, the more I saw of Senator BoGy the more I appre- 
ciated the qualities of his head and heart and the more warmly | be- 
came attached to him. And when the intelligence of his death 
reached me, sudden and unexpected as it was, I felt, and still feel, as 
I believe this Senate feel, a deep sense of bereavement at his loss, as 
for the loss of a brother. And it is well that we should cherish these 
sentiments. Entering, as most of us have entered, this Hall aiter 
middle life, we must, in the order of nature, expect the hand of Death 
to be frequently thrust in among us, claiming his own with relentless 
impartiality. And the tribute of kindly remembrance which wo 
render to-day to one of our number may any day be called forth in 
behalf of any of us in our turn who yet survive. 

The custom of devoting one day to the memory of each who has 
been cut down, reviewing their several traits of character with the 
kindness and impartiality which death can command, but which the 
contlicts of opinion, the heat, and misapprehensions of debate, and 
the diversities of party views often obscure, naturally tends to make 
us more kind and lenient in judging of each other’s opinions, pur 
poses, and personal qualities ; to promote mutual respect and esteem, 
and to encourage mutual forbearance and charitable judgments, in 
spite of all our differences of opinions upon the policies and meas 
ures of Government, and thus to keep this body—what it has long 
been—the most courteous legislative body in the world. 


all 
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Mr. JOHNSTON. Mr. President, although I had never seen M 
Boay till we met here in the Senate, it early came about that we 
were thrown much together and became intimate friends. Like 
most men of strong and striking qualities, he was not without pecu- 
liarities of manner and character, which, looking like blemishes at 
tirst, were seen at last to cover genuine virtues. He was decided, bold, 
and persistent in the formation of his opinion and the expression 
of his views; and if he seemed sometimes to exhibit what might 
have been considered vehemence, it was only because his convictions 
were strong. 

In the friendly, almost confidential intercourse in which we in- 
dulged, the real sterling and tender traits of his character were 
brought to light. He spoke to me often of his children, especially a 
daughter to whom he seemed to be deeply attached and who died 
only about a year before him. He was summoned by telegram to 
visit her sick bed, in expectation that her demise was near at hand 
But the journey was long, and before he reached its end a secou 
message informed him of her death. On his return he unbosomed 
himself to me—spoke of her tender devotion to him, her anxiety to 
see him and obtain his blessing before death parted them, an his 
own sorrowful heart. And I am fixed in the belief that this grea! 
sorrow had much to do in breaking him down and making him! 
an easier victim to the disease of which he died. 

Iie was a man who was much before the public and held many 
important trusts. He passed through the ordeal well in every Wa), 
for he not only performed the duties of each place with ability 
fidelity, but with such zeal, devotion, and honor that he escaped 
wholly the breath of calumny. He was for some time Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, a position which in our peculiar relations to 
Indian tribes, the difficulties attending its honest and eflicient execu 
tion, the suspicion that attaches to it fn the minds of many peop! 
makes it oue of the most delicate, difficult, and important oflices 
under the Government. But he did this as he did everything else, 
well, and retired with honor and good-will and with a vast store 0 
information very useful to him and the country when he came 
occupy a seat upon this floor. 

lic was one of the few men who in early life blocked out a caree! 
ior himself and attained it, for it is well authenticated that while 
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declared his purpose of reaching the Senate, never lost 
sight of it, and finally accomplished the object of his ambition. 
Senator BoGY was emphatically a western man. No statesman of 
the day had given more attention to the country between the Mis- 
gissippi River and the Pacilic Ocean than he had. Not that he under- 
estimated the region east of the Mississippi, but he believed that the 
uitimate seat of empire would be found west of the Mississippi, and 
that in its growth.and progress were embraced the greatest growth, 
wealth, prosperity, and progress of the American people. 

And it is surely true that the great problem of our country, now 
ssing for solution, exists in that part of the United States. The 
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condition of a people treated by us partly as citizens and partly as 
foreigners, living in the same territory with us and yet making trea- 
ties with our Government; the Chinese question, so ominous of dan- 
ger and so hard to deal with 3 our trade with China, Japan, Austra- 
lia; the railroads to the Pacific, already constructed and yet to be 
puilt—all these he had studied practically and thoroughly, especially 
that great Indian problem, so hard and yet so necessary to solve. 
He knew the customs, habits, and peculiarities of all the tribes, and 
had both knowledge and wisdom in dealing with this subject, so em- 
parrassing now and likely to be so for years yet tocome. And long 
before the silver question became the absorbing topic it is now Mr. 
Boay was one of the first in either House to perceive its magnitude 
and public interest. While most of our public men were content to 
know in a general way that gold and silver abounded in the region 
looking toward the Pacific he had already acquired accurate and ex- 
haustive knowledge of the whole subject, was a pioneer, and fore- 
saw not only its commercial but its political importance. That he 
died pending these great questions is much to be regretted. His 
counsels would have been valuable to his country, and his death, a 
public calamity at any time, is doubly so now. 

But, Mr. President, it has pleased Providence to remove him from 
a sphere of great usefulness, and I can truly pronounce of him what 
after all is the best eulogy to be pronounced upon any man: that he 
did his duty honestly through life ; that, being placed in many trying 
and responsible situations, he came safely through them all; that he 
was devoted in his domestic relations, was a useful citizen, a faithful 
public officer, and a sincere and practical member of the church to 
which he belonged. And these things being said with truth, what 
more need or should be said ? 

























Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, my personal acquaintance with 
Senator BoGy was comparatively brief. It began in this Chamber 
in March, 1875. It ended last March, when we parted here with 
mutual kind wishes. We had become intimate, and that intimacy 
had grown into friendship. I respected and esteemed him. I mourn 
his loss, and willingly unite in this tribute of respect to his character 
and memory. 

Mr. BoGy was an honest, honorable man. As a member of the 
Legislature of Missouri, and as Commissioner of Indian Affairs in 
1507 and 1868, he discharged his duties with ability and fidelity to the 
trusts committed to his charge. 

Asa member of this body he was attentive to all his duties and 
dilligent in performing them. He was watchful and laborious to 
protect the rights and promote the interest of the State he repre- 
sented, and to promote the prosperityand welfare of the entire Union. 
He possessed much and varied knowledge, and was a ready and for- 
cible debater. His party feelings were strong but he did not permit 
them to swerve him from doing that which he believed to be right 
and for the public good. By his death the State of Missouri has lost 



















useful, and patriotic member. 

In private life he was a genial and most agreeable companion, a 
warm and sincere friend. No one could hear him talk, as he often 
did, of his mother, of the neighbors among whom he lived in 
boyhood, of the parish priest whe taught him the rudiments of the 
Latin language, of his wife and children, without being impressed 
that he was an affectionate son, husband, and father. 

He was a member of the Catholic Church, and firmly believed the 
creed of that Church. He professed and practiced his own faith free 
from bigotry or uncharitableness toward others. 











of life, the certainty of death. Itis another of the admonitions which 
We almost daily receive, that we should strive to so live that we may 
be at all times prepared to meet our Creator and our Judge. I trust 
he was so prepared. Sincerely mourning his death, I, in accordance 


With that faith which we both held, earnestly pray that his spirit 
May rest in peace, 








Mr. MERRIMON. 






rom that time until his death our relations were friendly, agree- 
able and cordial. We sat near each other. I observed his course of 
ation, conversed much and freely with him, and came to know him 
very well as a member of this body. 

Mr. BoGy possessed far more than ordinary capacities. His educa- 


tional training may not have been thorough or liberal—I know not 
how this was—but 
developed. 

















silver of the Sierras: the Indian tribes, presenting the exceptional 
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an able and conscientious representative, and this body an intelligent, | 


Mr. President, the death of our friend illustrates the uncertainty | 


. Mr. President, I made the acquaintance of the | 
ate Senator Boy when he first entered this Chamber as a Senator. 








ing; he had, however, read extensively and treasured much from his 
reading and reflection. He had considerable experience in affairs ; 
his observation was large, particularly on practical subjects ; he was 
naturally inclined to be practical in his course of thought and action. 
He thought well and strongly and generally reached accurate con- 
clusions. 

He had a generous nature ; he was frank, affable, and sincere ; sin- 
cere in his friendships and in all he said and did. He had independ- 
ence of thought and action, and expressed his opinions freely ; he 
scorned intrigue and circumvention. 

He was courageous; quick to resent and repel insult and injury ; 
free and prompt to forgive when reparation was tendered. 

He had a warm heart, and his affections were deep andtender. In 
this connection may I be pardoned for venturing to refer to an event 
that 1 believe hurried him to his grave. On an occasion several 
months before his death he was called home on account of the ill- 
ness of a member of his family. A favorite daughter, very dear to 
him, died; and ever after that his heart seemed to be overburdened 
by the deepest sorrow. Sitting near me, oftentimes he would ture 
to me and speak in tender and touching terms of his departed daugh 
ter; of the sweetness of her nature; of the noble qualities of her 
mind and heart. It seemed to afford him a melancholy pleasurt to 
recount her virtues. This sad affliction weighed down his spirits, 
and, I thought at the time, affected his health. He constantly com- 
plained of bodily illness of which he could not rid himself. May we 
hope that his departed soul has rejoined the sweet spirit of that 
daughter in a better world. 

Mr. BoGy was a sincere patriot; he loved his whole country; he 
deplored. the late civil war and the contlicts of passions, sectional 
jealousies, animosities, and hatreds growing out of it. He warmly 
sympathized with the people of the South in their struggles for res- 
toration to constitutional rights and wholesome government, and 
earnestly desired the complete restoration of the Union in spirit as 
well as name. 

No Senator could be more devoted to his State and people than he 
was to the State and people of Missouri. He was ever watchful of 
their interests, rights, and honors, and served them faithfully. He 
believed that State destined to become in most respects the great 
State of the Union, and Saint Louis the central and greatest city of 
the Mississippi Valley. He experienced pleasure in contemplating 
their increasing growth of population, industries, aud commerce in 
coming years. 

He took a deep interest in the western section of our country—in 
the advancement of its civilization and the development of its ma- 
terial interests. He was the warm friend and adyocate of every 
measure which in his judgment looked tothat end. And in this con- 
nection he was not unmindful of the Indians, their rights, their 
wants, and necessities, as well as the most effective means to protect 
the white people against savage treachery, plunder, and barbarity. 
Ile indulged no false sentimentality on this subject, but advocateda 
just, firm, and rigid line of action as best caiculated to benefit and 
protect the Indians as well as the white people. 


I think it may be said that Mr. BoGY w.is in most respects a fau 
type of the western man. He was bold; full of energy, cuterprise, 
industry, and self-reliance. He was neither a brilliant nor a sensa- 
tional man, in the common acception of these terms. He was not 


ostentatious in his deportment or speech, but he was earnest, and be- 
longed to that other class of useful men who look at the substance 
of things, anc who by constant thought, industrious effort in « 
sation, in committee, and in the Senate, quietly moldand mature meas- 
ures that affect, direct, and control the interests and destinies of the Gov 
ernment and the people. He was neither little, narrow-minded, nor 
niggardly in his views cf government and measures of public p 

On the contrary, he entertained broad, comprehensive, liberal, and 
catholic views on these subjects. He was the warm friend of every 
| legitimate industry, wherever found, in the borders of our country, 
| and all measures looking to the encouragement of the same. He took 
a deep and anxious interest in every etfort to restore, enlarge, and 
extend our commerce, not only domestic but in every quarter of the 
world, and especially in South America and the East Indies. Nothing 
calculated to advance and secure these great ends escaped his ob- 
| servation or failed to receive in some way his support. 

Mr. BoGy was a distinguished citizen of his State and the Union, 
and in a large, iinportant, and honorable sense a useful Senator, who 
reflected credit on himself, his State, and our commou country. 

I experience sad pleasure in making these imperfect references to 
some of the many excellent features of his character, and other 
some of his meritorious deeds. I do not pretend that he was free 
from the imperfections, weak nesses, perhaps vices, common to human 
nature; like the generality of mankind he had his faults. 

But his labors are ended, his term of this life is over; the interests, 
the wealth, the blandishments, and the honors of this world have 
ceased forever to be interesting to him. These things cannot afiect 
or awaken him from the cold slumbers of the grave. His spirit has 
gone to meet its Maker and experience the realities of eternal things. 
Let us profit by his example ; let us avoid and forget his faults; let 
us remember his virtues and imitate and emulate his good, his noble 
deeds. 


uver 
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t his intellectual powers were in large measure well | 
It will not be claimed that he had acquired great learn- | 


Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, I will detain the Senate to add but 
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afew words to these tributes to our departed associate and friend. I | ceedings of the General Assembly, consequent upon the 
remember the suddenness with which came to me the announcement | these measures, or had a more commanding influence up 
of his death. At the close of the previous session of Congress, antici- | lation, than Colonel Bocy. 
pating an extra session early in the summer and fearing that I might Courteous, considerate, genial, and liberal in his views, eve, his 
be detained at my distant home, I had arranged a pair with him on | opponents regretted to difler with him. " 
political questions. I remember that he spoke pleasantly of meeting In 1862 he was nominated for Congress a second time in the Sajp; 
me at this December session, if not before. Alas, before the extra | Louis congressional district; but amid the throes of the terribe e,, 
session came he was summoned hence, to be here no more forever. | vulsions of that period no democrat could be elected. The conras, 
Thus uncertain is life. Thus death constantly invades even this nar- | and self-control of the leader were not possessed by a majority of |). 
row circle, thins our numbers, and reminds us that no gravity of | friends; and, after a bold and fearless campaign, he was agaiy jc 
employment, no eminence of station, no interest public or private, | feated. 
can arrest its fateful decrees. In 1866 he was appointed by President Johnson Commissioner of ]; 
We aresuch staff dian Affairs. He discharged the very laborious duties of that ofij,. 
_ ——— = and our little life in so faithful and competent a manner that even his bittevest Oppo 
‘5 6g nents failed to discover any deviation from the strictest rectitude. 
In January, 1873, his highest aspirations were crowned with sy 


adoption of 
m its legis 


Mr. BoGy had improved by cultivation more than by ordinary nat- 
ural gifts. His intellectual processes were rapid and exhaustive. His | cess by an election to the United States Senate—the distinguis, 
mind teemed with suggestions in support of his convictions. He was | eminence to which his boyish ambition looked forward with 4 sin. 
most positive in his opinions, bold and uncompromising in uttering | gular yet prophetic confidence. ; 
them ; astrong partisan of a radical school. He was always armed, He died at his family residence in Saint Louis on the 20th day o; 
ready to defend his party and attack itsopponents. But I think the | September, 1877, and now ; 
record of debates and the memory of Senators will be taxed in vain Sleeps the sleep that knows not breaking 
to find an instance where he was discourteous to a brother Senator, | . . . e . 
or where he showed that the collision of debate had excited him to | @ the quiet shades of Calvary Cemetery, in the suburbs of that city 
anger against his opponent here. His intercourse with his associates He died, as he had lived, a faithful, trusting, and exemplary mem. 
on this floor showed that a man of warm feelings and strong parti- ber of the Catholic Church—the Church to which his fathers 
sanship, while maintaining the extremest points of his political creed, | Se2eTations, had belonged. ; : 
may have a friendship for and enjoy the friendship of those most Phe remote cause of his death was of an intermittent malarial 
opposed to his views. character, little thought of at first, to which was added the extreme 

It is well that this should be so. We are here from constituencies exhaustion consequent on the excitement, mental strain, and over. 
as diverse in opinion as location. The friction of every strong pas- work, imposed by his chivalric idea of the duties he owed to his 
sion in the country is here felt. Opinions are constantly expressed | Patty and his country on this floor, during the eventful winter of 
here that are the natural outgrowth of sections of the country, which 1876 and 1877. ; A 3 
seem most strange, even abhorrent, to Senators who represent other lhis, Mr. President, is the brief record of a busy, useful, and not 
parts of the country. Our national domain is broad and our interests uneventful life. During his whole career he was an earnest advo 
diverse, often conilicting, and party zeal differs in intensity and | ¢@te and liberal supporter of all measures that looked to the largest 
direction in different localities. All these conditions inspire our de- industrial developments of the wonderful mineral and agricultural 
bates and lead to diverse views. But we learn tolerance of each | Tesources of his native State. Early and late, in sickness and in 
other’s opinions and utterances by our long-continued association health, his devotion to these interests knew no abatement, and was 
here, and that the Senator extreme in his partyism of any shade may | Proverbial throughout the West. 2 
be kind and courteous in feeling, self-respecting and respecting the He knew that Missouri was the storehouse of vast wealth, both of 
rights of his peers. the soil and of the mine, and that these undeveloped treasures wer 

Such was our deceased friend in his intercourse with Senators. | #lmost worthless until they could be brought to the markets of the 
From the proximity of the seats which we occupied I was much in world. He clearly comprehended this, and gave his time, tal a 
contact with him, and learned to appreciate his real goodness of and fortune to inaugurate a system of railways that should stimu- 
heart and his constant courtesy, while generally differing from his late settlement and furnish transportation facilities to all paris of 
views and utterances upon public men, measures, and policy. the State. The network of railways spread over Missouri at this 

time, and which has done much to make Saint Louis the fourth city 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. President, the grave seals tian lips of un- in the United States and raised our State from the sixteenth to the 
friendly criticism and should also close them against the hypocrisy fifth in the Union, is largely indebted to his endeavors and his coun 
of indiscriminate laudation. In the few remarks I have to offer on | 5¢!s for its existence. ; 
this mournful occasion it will be my purpose to briefly sketeh the He also spent nuch time and money in the development of oar 
history of my lamented friend, with whom I have been intimately | Mineral resources; and his example, inspiring others, anes — 
acquainted for more than thirty-five years—pointing to features of | XPlorations and mining operations as to prove that Missouri has 
his character and such acts of his life as should teach useful lessons | C20Ugh iron, lead, and zinc to supply the wants of the world. hat 
to the living, and make his memory dear to his countrymen. He was opposed to all monopolies, and believed in the doctrine that 

Lewis ViTaL BoGy was born in the town of Sainte Genevieve, | &VeTy great community should be self-sustaining and measurably in 
Sainte Genevieve County, Missouri, on the 9th day of April, 1813. dependent in all leading industries. Hence he Was a firm and ear- 
His father was a Canadian Frenchman—one of the successors of the | 2¢8t friend of manufactures and proved his faith by his works. His 
brave Marquette, La Salle, and Laclede—one of the race of hardy teaching and example were among the influences that have made 
pioneers who pitched the tents of civilization on the shores of the | 5aint Louis the third manufacturing city in the | — aaa. hill 
great lakes and along the banks of the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. He fought, Mr. President, the battle of life all the way oes 

Like almost every other youth in the western wilderness at that | overcoming obstacles and dispelling opposition that would have sub- 
day, young BoGy gathered the rudiments of an English education in | ued a man of feebler temper. Inspired with a lofty oe ” 
the primitive log school-house of the times, and supplemented this sought distinction, not for itself, but that it might rend : a 
by careful and persevering study at home. serviceable to his State and his country; and for these eae a 

He spent some of his early days as a clerk in a country store for | With a zeal that never flagged and a vigilance that - ’ a ie 
the purpose of acquiring means to enable him to prepare for a pro- During his life’s career, from the stripling on the fr onti¢ ro the fm 
feasional career. West to the conscript father in the Senate Chamber, he was always 

In 1832 he commenced the study of law in the office of Nathaniel busy, earnest, and indefatigable in the attempt to achieve results 
Pope, judge of the United States district court, at Kaskaskia, Illi- | beneticial to his fellow-men. la ic ia 
nois. Shortly after this period the Black Hawk war broke out, and anos personal integrity and his high sense of honor were never 4 
young Boey, like nearly every other young man in that region, at | “"¢4- . ‘ ak — 
once abandoned his favorite pursuits, dinndoaned asa private seldier, Without pretending to the polish of the rhetorician kin — 7 ‘ie 
and marched to the front to protect our widely extended and then | the orator he was earnest and effective in debate, wa Soom ak it 
sparsely settled frontier. Returning after an honorable discharge, he | tician in the patriot, warmly contending for what = 9 cama 
completed his legal studies at the law school of Transylvania Univer- | 424 like a true statesman working for the great interests 0 I 
sity, Lexington, Kentucky, where he graduated in 1835. He at once | Ple and the good of the whole country. ca secnestel 
began the practice of law in Saint Louis, and his success in this pro- | , Beloved by his relatives, honored by his friends, anc 1 SI if and 
fession led to the accumulation of a handsome fortune. his opponents, he filled his _ with equal credit to himse! iting 

In 1840 he was elected to the lower house of the Missouri General | #lvantage to his State; and, without towering genius or vauluns 
Assembly from Saint LouisCounty as awhig. He took a prominent part | #@bition, yet— Sticsieniente 
in the proceedings of that body, and was one of its leading members. So mix’d in him, that Natare might cae up 

_ In 1852 he was nominated for Congress in the Saint Louis congres- And say to all the world, “ This was a man !” 
> : - ., . 
oa chee Saeco party, and was defeated by Colonel _ The truth of the following language, used by one whe keew bin 

Having removed from Saint Louis to Saint Genevieve, in 1854 he intimately and well, = - vouched for by all - 
was elected from that, his native county, to again serve the people that had the pleasure CC o.ciene aoguamanes: ; ; and to the Missis- 
as a representative in the General Assembly. That body gave State | _, The death of Senator Boer is not only —_ inne to Bilnsonrs oe ed gad. Be 
aid largely for the construction of railroads in Missouri. No man took | =P?" Va eso any ere 


: oy 
: 7 te , ] , ! was proof against all venal influences. Reaching that degree of confidence among 
a@ more active part in the exciting discussions and interesting pro- | his Coahemguvenias in the Senate, and through the belief in his own powers which 
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in a familiar theater of action gives, he was in a condition to render, 


yao the remaining one-third of his term in the Senate, the State, the valley and 
during * = 


the Union more statesmanlike services than he before could have done. 
Thus, Mr. President, I have simply and briefly alluded to those 
ts in the character and history of our deceased friend that should 
be a lesson to the living, inspiring a laudable ambition and stimu- 


porn 


lating to successful achievement. ; i 

And here, too, as we engrave rest in peace” on the tomb of my 
predecessor, comes the note of warning and instruction. As one by 
ope our colleagues pass behind the dark curtain and as day by day 
we behold the mighty procession moving on, out of the sunlight and 
starlight into the shadows of the great unknown, there comes the 
voice of admonition to— 

Work while it is day: for the night cometh, when no man can work. 


Mr. President, as a further testimonial of respect to the memory of 
the deceased, I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to unanimously ; and (at two o’clock p.m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 16, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CARPENTER’S PAINTING, “THE PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION.” 

Mr. LYNDE. I ask unanimous consent to present a communica- 
tion touching the presentation of a picture to the Government of the 
United States. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the communication will 
be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 

Your petitioner most respectfully represents as follows: 

“The proclamation of emancipation ” by President Lincoln was one of the great 
historic events of the century. scarcely second in importance to any in our national 
annals. The historical painting celebrating this act, executed under the direct 
supervision of President Lincoln at the Executive Mansion in 1864, has become 
widely known throngh engraved copies which may be seen hanging upon the 
walls of thousands of homes throughout the land. The public press has from time 
to time given expression to the popular desire that this painting, associated as it is 
with the memory of the lamented Lincoln, should be preserved among the other 
historic art-works of the national Capitol. 

But the enforced economy in —_ expenditures, approved by all good citizens, 
has of late years restricted and probably for many years to come will restrict the 
purchase of works of art by Congress. Meanwhile, there is danger that this paint- 
ing may be lost to the country by accident, as was the original written proclama- 
tion by the burning of Chicago. 

Your petitioner has therefore purchased this painting of che artist, whose 
earnest study and labor upon it have been protracted through many years, and 
now respectfully requests that you receive the same as a gift to the nation. Your 

titioner has also been moved by the fact that President Lincoln a few weeks 

fore his death expressed the wish that this historic painting should become the 
property of the nation, and be preserved in the national Capitol. 

Your petitioner ventares the hope that should her gift meet the approval of Con- 
gress, an hour may be designated on Lincoln's birthday, February 12, to receive 
the painting. 


i ELIZABETH THOMPSON. » 
New York, January 9, 1878. 


Mr.GARFIELD. I move that the memorial just read be spread 
upon the Journal; and in connection with it I ask leave to offer for 
the consideration of the House a joint resolution. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) accept- 
ing a painting tendered to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson was 
read a first and second time. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
Whereas Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, of New York City, has tendered to Congress 


enter’s painting of President Lincoln and his Cabinet at the time of his first 
ing of the proclamation of emancipation: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and Louse of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the saic painting is hereby accepted in the name of the 


~~ of the United States ; and the thanks of Congress are tendered to the donor 
or the generous and patriotic gift. 


And be it further resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Library are hereby 
instructed to make arrangements for the formal presentation of said painting to 
Congress on Tuesday the i2th of February next; and said committee shall cause 
said painting to be placed in an appropriate and conspicuous place in the Capitol, 
and shall carefully provide for its preservation. 

And beit further resolved, That the President is requested to cause a copy of these 
resolutions to be forwarded to Mrs. Thompson. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I heartily support the 
am of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD.] I trust 
the House will unanimously accept this munificent gift. At the 
proper time I may offer some more extended remarks upon this sub- 
ject. I repeat my eenaen of the hope that this painting will be 
unanimously accepted. 
e The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the request of the gen- 
eman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] that the petitionof Mrs. Thomp- 
son be spread upon the Journal will be agreed to. 

There was no objection. 

I Mr. GARFIELD. I will reserve for a future occasion any remarks 
may desire to make upon this subject. I hope and do not doubt 


C 
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that the House will now pass this joint resolution by a unanimous 
vote. 
_ The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 


resolution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


TAX ON MANUFACTURED TOBACCO. 

Mr. GOODE, by unanimous consent, presented the following joint 
resolutions of the General Assembly of Virginia in relation to the 
reduction of the present Federal tax on manufactured tobacco; which 
were referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed in the REcorp. 

Whereas one of the great staple products of Virginia has been for years bur- 
dened by excessive Federal taxation ; and 

Whereas the culture and manufacture of tobacco is an industry which occupies 


the attention of a large part of our population and furnishes one ef the largest ex- 
ports of our State ; and 


Whereas the present system of taxation on this subject by the Federal Govern 


ment has produced a great depression in this important branch of our trade 
Therefore, 

1. Be it resolved by the General Assembly, That our Senators be instructed and 
our Representatives in Congress of the United States be requested to use their 
utmost endeavors to secure the passage of a bill having for its object the reduc- 
tion of the present Federal tax on manufactured tobacco from twenty-four to 
twelve cents per pound. , 


2. Resolved, That the governor be requested to furnish a copy of these resolutions 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 


PRINTING COAST-SURVEY REPORTS. 

Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
olutions; which were referred, under the law, to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed 3,500 extra copies of the Report of the Superintendent of the United 
States Coast-Survey for 1874, of which 1,000 shall be for the use of the Senate, 


1,500 for the use of the House of Representatives, and 1,000 for the use of the Su- 
perintendent. 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed 3,500 extra copies of the Report of the Superintendent of the United 
States Coast-Survey for 1875, of which 1,000 shall be for the use of the Senate, 
1,500 for the use of the House of Representatives, and 1,000 for the use of the Sa 
perintendent. 


PRESENTATION OF STATUE OF WILLIAM KING. 


Mr. FRYE. Lask unanimous consent that on Tuesday next the 
resolutions relating to the presentation of the statue of William 
King by the State of Maine may be taken from the Speaker's table 
immediately upon their reception from the Senate and considered. 

Mr. REAGAN. There is another order set for that day; but, as I 
understand that this business will occupy but a short time, I make no 
objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that half an hour will be 
sufficient. In the absence of objection, the order proposed by the 
gentleman from Maine (Mr. FryYE] will be made. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the order was 
made; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

By unanimous consent, Mr. WILLIs, of Kentucky, obtained leave 
for withdrawal of papers in the case of A. L. Shotwell; and Mr. Dun 
NELL in the case of James H. Davidson, no adverse report having 
been made in either case. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now begins at thirty-four min- 
utes past twelve o’clock ; and reports from committees are in order. 
The call rests with the Committee on Commerce. 


BRIDGE OVER MISSOURI RIVER AT GLASGOW, MISSOURI. 


Mr. REA, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back a bill 
(H. R. No. 1074) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the 
Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri. 

The bill was read. 

The first section provides that any corporation existing or which 
may be organized under the laws of the State of Missouri be, and is 
thereby, authorized to construct and maintain a bridge, and approaches 
thereto, over the Missouri River, at such point as it may select, at or 
within twelve miles of Glasgow, in the county of Howard, in said 
State. Said bridge shall be constructed to provide for the passage 
of railway trains, and, at the option of the corporation by which it 
may be built, may be used for the passage of wagons and vehicles of 
all kinds for the transit of animals and for foot-passengers. 

The second section provides that any bridge built under the act 
and subject to its limitations shall be a lawful structure, and shall 
be recognized and known as a post-route, upon which also no higher 
charge shall be made for the transmission over the same of the mails, 
the troops, and the munitions of war of the United States than the 
rate per mile paid for the transportation over the railroad or public 
highways leading to the said bridge; and it shall enjoy the rights 
and privileges of other post-roads in the United States. 

The third section provides that if said bridge shall be made with 
unbroken and continuous spans, the spans thereof shall not be less 
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than three hundred fcet in length in the clear, and the main span 
shall be over the main channel of the river. The lowest part of the 


superstructure of said bridge shall be at least fifty feet above ex- | 
treme high-water mark as understood at the point of location, and 
the bridge shall be at right angles to, and its piers parallel with, the | 


current of the river; provided that if the same shall be constructed 
as a draw-bridge, the draw or pivot shall be over the main channel 


of the river at an accessible navigable point, and the spans shall not | 


be less than one hundred and sixty feet in length in the clear, and 
the piers of said bridge shall be parallel with, and the bridge itself 
at right angles to, the current of the river, and the span shall not be 
less than ten feet above extreme high-vater mark, as understood at 
the point,of location, to the lowest part of the superstructure of said 
bridge; provided also, that said draw shall be opened promptiy, 


upon reasonable signal, for the passing of boats ; and said company | 


or corporation shall maintain at itsown expense, from sunset to sun- 


rise, such lights or other signals on said bridge as the Light-House | 


soard shall prescribe. No bridge shall be erected or maintaiued 
under the authority of this act which shall at any time substantially 
or materially obstruct the free navigation of said river; and if any 
bridge erected under such authority shall, in the opinion of the Sec- 
retary of War, obstruct such navigation, he is hereby authorized to 
cause such change or alteration of said bridge to be made as will 
effectually obviate such obstruction ; and all such alterations shall 
be made and all such obstructions be removed at the expense of the 
owner or owners of said bridge. And in case of any litigation aris- 
ing from any obstruction or alleged obstruction to the free naviga- 


tion of said river, caused or alleged to be caused by said bridge, the | 


ease may be brought in the district court of the United States of the 
State of Missouri in which any portion of said obstruction or bridge 
may be located. 


The fourth section provides that all railroad companies desiring | 


the use of said bridge shall have and be entitled to equal rights and 
privileges relative to the passage of railway trains over the same, 
and over the approaches thereto, upon payment of a reasonable com- 
pensation for such use; and in case the owner or owners of said 
bridge and the several railroad companies, or any one of them, desir- 
ing such use, shall fail to agree upon the sum or sums to be paid, and 
upon rules and conditions to which each sball conform in using said 
bridge, all matters at issue between them shall be decided by the 
Secretary of War, upon a hearing of the allegations and proofs of 
the parties. 

The fifth section provides that any bridge authorized to be con- 
structed under the act shall be built and located under and subject 
to such regulations for the security of navigation of said river as 
the Secretary of War shall prescribe; and, to secure that object, the 
said company or corporation shallsubmit tothe Secretary of War, for his 
examination and approval, a design and drawings of the bridge, and a 
map of the location, giving, for the space of one mile above and one 
mile below the proposed location, the topography of the banks of the 
river, the shore-lines at high and low water, the direction and strength 
of the currents at all stages, and the soundings, accurately showing 


the bed of the stream, the location of any other bridge or bridges, | 


and shall furnish such other information as may be required for a 
full and satisfactory understanding of the subject; and until the 
said plan and location of the bridge are approved by the Secretary 
of War, the bridge shall not be built; and should any change be 
made in the plan of said bridge during the progress of construction, 
such change shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War. 

The sixth section provides that the right to alter, amend, or repeal 
the act is thereby expressly reserved. 


Mr. REA. I nowask that the report accompanying the bill be read. | 


Che report, which was read, states that from the communication 
made by the honorable Secretary of War to the House of Represent- 
atives December 26, 1877, and accompanying papers, it is shown 


that Major Charles R. Suter, major of engineers, United States Army, | 
in charge of the Missouri River, had examined said bill and reported | 


that it contained all the provisions which it bas been customary to in- 
sert in bills authorizing the construction of bridges over the Missouri 


River; that in the opinion of the committee the bill is amply sufii- 
cient to protect the interests of navigation on the Missouri River, 


and that the bill ought to pass. 


Mr. SAYLER. Let me ask the gentleman from Missouri a question. | 


Mr. REA. I yield for that purpose. 


Mr. SAYLER. I ask the gentleman whether the provisions of this 
bill comply with the general law in regard to the bridging of the 


western rivers in every respect ? 


Mr. REA. It does so far as lam advised, but I will ask that the 


letter of Major Suter, of the Engineers, be read. 
Mr. REAGAN. Before that is done | wish to say a word, 





Mr. SAYLER I have no objection if the bill complies with the 


general law. 


Mr. REAGAN. This bill was matured in the Committee on Com- 
merce and is in harmony with the general law. The Engineer Corps 
of the Army report that it contains all the restrictions usually imposed | 


upon the construction of such bridges. 
Mr. REA. I ask that the Clerk read the letter of Major Suter. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Unrrep STATES ENGINEER OFFICE, 
Saint Lowis, Missouri, December 15, 1877. 
Genera: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th 
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instant, inclosing a copy of the bill (H. R. 1074) to authorize the constrnetion o 
bridge across the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri, and callin, »* 
me for report upon the subject 5 Upor 

I have examined the bill in question and find it contains all the provisions, 
it has been customary to insert in bills authorizing the construction of |, 
over the Miasouri River, which, in my opinion, are amply suflicient to pr 
interests of navigation. 

The papers sent me are herewith returned. 

fom, respectfully, &c., 





otect th 


CHARLES R. SUTER 
Major, United States 


Engineer 


Brigadier-General A. A. HUMPHREYs, 
Chief of Engineers, United States Army, Washington, D. OC. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I have an amendment to offer to t}; 

Mr. REA. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I move to strike out in lines 6 and 7 4 
words “at such point as it may select at or within twelve miles” 
insert “at or near;” so that it will read: 

That any corporation existing or which may be organized under the laws of + 
State of Missouri be, and is hereby, authorized to construct and maintain a brid 
and approaches thereto, over the Missouri River, at or near Glasgow, in the coun: 
of Howard, in said State. 


aba 


Mr. CONGER. I desire to ask the gentleman what the provyisig: 
in the bill is for elevation if it be a draw-bridge; what is to be th, 
elevation above high water in case a draw-bridge is selected ? 

Mr. REA. Ido not remember the exact provision of the bill, } 
it complies in that regard with the general law. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 1 know nothing about the merits of this bill, ang 
therefore do not speak for or against it, but I wish to say that ever, 
bill providing for the construction of a bridge over any of our greg: 
navigable rivers ought not to be passed as a matter of course, by; 
the House ought to know with the utmost certainty that the nayi. 
gation of our great streams shall not be obstructed thereby. If this 
is in conformity with the general law I should be glad to see it » 
stated in the bill itself, that the bridge here provided shall be jy 
strict conformity with the provisions of the general law. I find jy 
section 3 it is provided that, if said bridge shall be made with uy 
broken and continuous spans the span shall not be less than thre 
hundred feet in length in the clear and that the superstructure shal! 
be at least fifty feet above extreme high-water mark, but that, ip 
case a draw-bridge shall be constructed the span shall not be less 
than ten feet above extreme high-water mark. Ido not know whether 
that is in conformity with the general law, but it seems to me ten 
feet is pretty low. 

Mr. DUNNELL. The report which has been read answers the 
gentleman’s question. 

Mr. GARFIELD. We should be sure not to authorize, as we hav: 
| done in one or two cases, structures across great navigable rivers 
which will be real barriers to their navigation, for, if we are not mis- 
taken, we shall find as time wears on that the water communicatious 
of this country, if we intend to keep in check railroad monopolies, 
will need to be protected with the utmost care. I do not know but 





this is protected in every way it ought to be, but I think every mem- 
ber of the House should be challenged with the inquiry to see whether 
our rivers are sufliciently protected. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. In answer to the gentleman from Ohio 
I ask tnat the letter to the Chief of Engineers, which was read a few 
minutes ago, be again read. It answers the question which the gen- 
tleman asks in a way that I presume will be satisfactory. 

The SPEAKER. The letter will be again read. 

The letter was again read. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Is this the identical bill of which the engine: 
Writes? 

Mr. SAYLER. This letter, it seems to me,isa little doubtful in its 
character. Itstates that the bill contains the usual restrictions im- 
posed on bridges over the Missouri River. Now what we want to 
know and what the House ought to know is whether this bill con- 
tains the restrictions of the general law agreed upon a few years ago 
as a compromise in regard to bridging over western rivers. We cau 
| not afford to go back on that law or depart from its provisions. 
What I wish to know is whether there is any statement from the de 
partment of the Chief of Engineers that the provisions of that ge! 
eral law have been complied with. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will first answer the inquiry of the gentleman 
from Ohio on my left [Mr. SAYLER] by reading the provisions of the 
bill itself. Section 3 provides— 

That, if said bridge shall be made with unbroken and continuous spans, the spavs 
thereot shall not be less than three hundred feet in length in the clear, and the 
| main span shall be over the main channel of the river. The lowest oe of the 
| superstructure of said bridge shall be at least fifty feet above extreme hich rater 
| mark, as understood at the point of location, and the bridge shall be at right angle 
to, and its piers parallel with, the current of the river: Provided, That 1t ihe same 
shall be constructed as a draw-bridge the draw or pivot shall be over the main 


channel of the river at an accessible navigable point, and the spans shall not be 
less than one hundred and sixty feet in length in the clear, and the piers of sai 


bridge shall be parallel with, and the bridge itself at right angles to, the current t 
the river, and the spans shall not be less than ten feet above extreme high-water 
mark, as subannenl at the point of location, to the lowest part of the superstruct 
ure of said bridge. 





Then there follows a proviso, which will show the care with which 
the interests of navigation have been guarded: 

Provided also, That said draw shallbe opened promptly, upon reasonable signa! 
for the passing of boats ; and said company or corporation shall maintain atits - 
expense, from sunset till sunrise, auch lights or other signals on said bridge as the 
| Light-House Board shall prescribe. No bridge shall erected or malntalne 

under the authority of this act which shall at any time substantially or materia); 
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pstruct the free navigation of said river; and if any bridge erected under such 
eee ority sball, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, obstruct such navigation, 
he ie b reby augporized to cause such change or alteration of said bridge to be 
- i ss will eff#etually obviate such obstruction ; and all such alterations shall be 
ane _ 4 all such obstructions be removed at the expense of the owner or owners 
mat sid bridge. And in case of any litigation arising from any obstruction or al- 
of a betruction to the free navigation of said river, caused or alleged to be 
_— by said bridge, the case may be brought in the district court of the United 


States of the State of Missouriin which any portion of said obstruction or bridge 
Slaus 
may be lecated. 


Then, in section 5, it is also provided— 
Then, it ’ 


That any bridge authorized to be constructed under this act shall be built and 
Joc sted under and subject to such regulations for the security of navigation of 


gaid river as the Secretary of War shall prescribe; and, to secure that object, the | 
said company or corporation shall submit to the Secretary of War, for his exam- | 


ination and approval, a design and drawings of the bridge and a map of the loca- 
tion, giving, for the space of one mile above and one mile below the proposed loca- 
tion the topography of the banks of the river, the shore-lines at high and low 
water, the direction and strength of the currents at all stages, and the soundings, 
iceurately showing the bed of the stream, the location of any other bridge or 
bridges, and shall furnish such other information as may be required for a full and 
satisfactory understanding of the subject; and until the said plan and location of 
the bridge are approved by the Secretary of War the bridge shall not be built; 
and should any change be made in the plan of said bridge during the progress of 
construction, such change shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
War. 

Let me now answer the question propounded by the gentleman 
from Ohio on my right, [Mr. GARFIELD.] He inquired whether the 
letter which has been read, recommending this bill as being in con- 
formity with the general law, applied to this bill. I have this to 
say, that this bill was matured by the Committee on Commerce dur- 
ing the last session, and after getting the opinion in writing of the 
Secretary of War and of the Chief of Engineers that it was framed in 
harmony with the general law, and it was so stated in those opinions ; 


and that, beyond what the general law prescribes, we went on to put | 


every limitation on the bill in every possible way to guard against 
obstructing the navigation of the river. 
Mr. GARFIELD. 1 asked the gentleman if this letter of the Chief 


of Engineers was written about this bill as it now exists or about | 


some other bill out of which this has been made. 

Mr. REA. In answer to the question of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. GARFIELD] I will state that I wrote a letter to the Secretary of 
War inclosing this bill and in answer to that I received the letter 
that has been read. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. That settles it. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman from Missouri will allow me, 
I will offer an amendment which I think will protect us against any 
doubt. I think when the gentleman hears it read he will have no 
objection to it. I wish it to come in at the end of the third section. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. As there is some doubt among members as to 
this bill complying with the general law, an amendment can be made 
to the bill stating that it shall in all respects comply with the law on 
that subject. This is a very important matter to the whole people of 
Missouri and I hope the bill will pass. 

Mr.GARFIELD. If the gentleman will listen to the amendment 
1 offer I think he will see that it accomplishes what he suggests. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add to the third section of the bill the following: 


Provided further, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to repeal or 
modify any of the provisions of law which now exist in reference to the protection 


of the navigation of rivers or to exempt this bridge from the operation of the same. | 


Mr. REA. I accept the amendment. I understand that to be just 
what is provided in this bill. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to make oneinquiry. If I understand cor- 
rectly the provisions of this bill it provides for a span—one span 
only—of three hundred feet in length, if the bridge bea high bridge. 

Mr. REAGAN. The third section of the bill provides— — 

That, if said bridge shall be made with unbroken and continuous spans, the spans 
thereof shall not be less than three hundred fect in length in the clear, and the 
main span shall be over the main channel of the river. 

Mr. CONGER. But the provision in regard to adraw-bridge which 
may be just ten feet above high water is for an open draw of one 
hundred and sixty feet in the clear. 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONGER. And there is no provision for any wider span in 
the bridge than that for a draw. Now, there is as much necessity 
for a wide span in a draw-bridge, even more, than for a wide span in 
ahigh bridge. There is just as much necessity for the passage of 
barges that may come together in tow, or for rafts, or for anything 
that occupies considerable space in a draw-bridge, and even more 
than in a high bridge, to avoid contact with the piers. I did not, in 
hearing the bill read, observe any provision, in the case of a draw- 
bridge, for a span of more than one hundred and sixty feet. 

_Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman will see that the bill provides that 
if the bridge shall be constructed as a draw-bridge the draw-pivot 


shall be over the main channel of the river at an accessible, navi- | 


gable point, and the spans of the draw or pivot shall not be less than 
one hundred and sixty feet in length in the clear. 

po CONGER. All the spans, if there be several, by the provisions 
of this bill, are not to be less than three hundred feet. 


Mr. REAGAN. All the spans of the bridge, except the draw or | 
at are to be three hundred feet in the clear. 


oa ns GER. All the spans of the bridge, except the draw-bridge, 
e 


three hundred feet; but why not have the spans of the 








draw-bridge three hundred feet too? Why not have all the spans 
three hundred feet in the clear? But there is no provision in the 
bill that requires that. 

Mr. REAGAN. My understanding is that tere is a very material 
difficulty in extending the draw or pivot of the bridge to three hun- 
dred feet. 

Mr. CONGER. But the other spans of the bridge between the piers 
are to be three hundred feet, and I do nut see why this draw-bridge 
cannot have aspan of three hundred feet also. I do not know ex- 
actly at what precise point on the Missouri River this bridge is to be 
located. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. At Glasgow. 

Mr. CONGER. Where is Glasgow ? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. It is near the mouth of the Chariton 
River. 

Mr. CONGER. How far from the mouth of the Missouri ? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. About two hundred and twenty miles. 

Mr. CONGER. I was not familiar with the locality, and my ree- 
ollection is general as to that part of the river. : 
| Mr. FRANKLIN. This bill puts the spans of the draw-bridge ten 

feet above extreme high-water mark. 

Mr. CONGER. I think the elevation under the general law for 
| the bridging these rivers is fourteen feet above high-water mark, 
| and this bill, it seems to me, does not conform to that law. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. The amendment proposed will place the con- 
struction of this bridge under that law. 

Mr. CONGER. I think there is a provision in this bill that re- 
quires the spans of the draw-bridge to be only one hundred and sixty 
feet. Now I think that even three hundred feet is not suflicient for 
a span over a river like the Missouri. 

I call the attention of the gentleman who has charge of this bill 
to another fact. The general law provides that,if there be any 
| necessity for it, the spans of a bridge upon a river like the Missouri 
or Mississippi, which are continually changing their course—the 
| bridge shall be sufliciently protected above and below so that the 
| changing currents of the river shall not be changed so as to make 

the current other than at right angle tothe piers. It is in the inter- 
| est of these bridges, as well as in the interest of navigation, that they 
are required to have the most careful guards thrown around them, 
not only to make them at the time of their building conform to the 
current of the river in the direction of the bridge, but so that no 

hange in the river hereafter shall make the current other than par- 
allel with the piers. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. That is provided in the bill now. 

Mr. CONGER. But there is nothing in the bill that compels the 
company building the bridge to provide for changes that may here- 
after occur in the current of the river. The banks of the Missouri 
River are continually falling in and changing the course of the 
stream, and within the space of a mile and a half in many places, and 
if the current was at right angles with the bridge to-day maybe next 
year the course would be changed. I make these suggestions not in 
antagonism to the bill, but do it that some provision may be made 
in the bill for the construction of this bridge in a manner that will 
avoid any changes that may hereafter occur in the river. 

Mr. REAGAN. The points made by the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. CONGER] are met by the provisions ot this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that perhaps it would be 
a better and wiser way to proceed to consider this bill by sections. 
| The first section is now before the House, and the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. REA] moves an amendment to that section. 

Mr. REA. In reterence to the suggestions just made by the gen- 
| tleman from Michigan, [Mr. ConGER,] I would say that the bill, in 
section 3, provides that “the piers of said bridge shall be parallel 
with, and the bridge itself at right angles to, the current of the river.” 

Mr. CONGER. Allow me to make one other remark, and it is sim- 
| ply this: I am uncertain whether the general law referred to applies 
| to the Missouri River. I think it applies to the Mississippi River only. 

Mr. KENNA. It applies to the Ohio River, too. 

Mr. CONGER. I think it does apply to the Ohio River; but I do 
not recollect certainly that it applies to the Missouri River. 

Mr. REA. The third section of this bill provides that this bridge 
shall be constructed at right angles to the current, and it further 
| provides that “no bridge shall be erected or maintained ander the 
authority of this act which shall at any time substantially or mate- 
rially obstruct the free navigation of said river; and if any bridge 
erected under such authority shall, in the opinion of the Secretary 
of War, obstruct such navigation, he is hereby authorized to cause 
such change or alteration of said bridge to be made as will effectu- 
ally obviate such obstruction ; and all such alterations shall be made 
and all such obstructions be removed at the expense of the owner or 
owners of said bridge.” 

Mr. CONGER. I think the bill should provide that no bridge shall 
be erected, continued, or maintained under this act except so as to be 
at right angles with the current of the river. The course of the stream 
may be such that the bridge will be no obstruction to navigation when 
| first erected, but the course of the stream may change during the 
maintenance and continuation of the bridge. 

Mr. REA. I think the present law fully authorizes the Secretary 
of War to compel any changes which may be needed. I call for the 
previous question on the bill and amendments. 
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Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman yield to me for a single 
remark ? 

Mr. REA. How long atime does the gentleman want? 

Mr. DUNNELL. Not long. 

Mr. REA. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I desire to say that this bill is an exact copy of 
bills that were passed in the Forty-third and Forty-fourth Congresses, 
authorizing the construction of bridges across the Missouri River. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] has given to the 
Committee on Commerce very considerable fatherly advice, which 
probably the committee will accept and follow as far as it sees fit. 
The Committee on Commerce fully realizes, 1 think, the importance 
of this kind of legislation. This bill was submitted to the War 
Department, as the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Rea] has said; 
and the report made by the gentleman from Missouri having this bill 
in charge, had it been listened to by the gentleman from Michigan 
{[ Mr. CONGER] or the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, } is such 
that they would not probably have raised the questions which have 
been raised by them here to-day. This bill contains all the provisions, 
limitations, restrictions, and safeguards that any bill of this charac- 
ter ever had in it that ever passed Congress. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL] 
must be mistaken. I know it is almost impossible that he should be 
mistaken ; still I think he is mistakenin thiscase. He will recollect 
that many of these bridge bills provided that the banks of the river 
both above and below the bridge should be so protected that the 
current should not be changed by erosion of the banks. 

Mr. DUNNELL. All that is guarded against by the power given 
to the Secretary of War. 

Mr. CONGER. ‘The bill does not contain it. 

Mr. DUNNELL. The bill contains all the provisions against con- 
tingencies that any bill ever had in it. 

Mr. CONGER. [I yield to the superior wisdom of the gentleman, 
but not to his knowledge of former laws. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Section 5 of this bill gives to the Secretary of 
War full power to compel any change in the bridge so as to provide 
that the direction of the current shall not be changed. It gives him 
full power over the whole care and construction of the bridge so as 
to provide against any obstruction to navigation. 

Mr. REA. I now call the previous question on the bill and pend- 
ing amendments. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question was 
ordered. 

The first question was upon the amendment of Mr. Rea to section 
1 of the bill, to strike out the words “at such point as it may select, 
at or within twelve miles of,” before the word “Glasgow,” and to 
insert in lieu thereof the words “at or near.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next question was upon the amendment of Mr. GARFIELD to 
section 3 of the bill, to add the following: 

Provided further, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to repeal or 
modify any of the provisions of law now existing in reference to the protection of 
the navigation of rivers, or to exempt this bridge from the operations of the 
same. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. REA moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HARBOR AT GRAND MARAIS, ON LAKE SUPERIOR. 


Mr. HUBBELL, from the Committee on Commerce, reported the 
following resolution ; which was read, considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, requested to furnish 
the House of Representatives the surveys and estimates for the construction of a 
harbor of refuge at Grand Marais, on the south shore of Lake Superior. 

Mr. HUBBELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 1820. 


Mr. REAGAN. Iam instructed by the Committee on Commerce to 
report the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk, and ask for its 
adoption at this time. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish to this 
House an itemized statement of the exports and imports of merchandise of the 
United States for the fiscal year ending September 1, 1820. 

Mr. REAGAN. One of the officers of the Agricultural Bureau has 
requested that this information be called for, and states that the re- 
port of import and exports of the United States for the year named 
in the resolution was never made to Congress. There is a hiatus for 
that year in this information, and the committee have instructed me 
to report this resolution. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 


was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
6n the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
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GOVERNMENT GROUNDS NEAR HARRODSBURGH, KENTUCKy. 


Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported bap) 
with an amendment in the form of a substitute, (H. ReNo. 24) és. 
bill (H. R. No. 345) to give the State of Kentucky concurrent juris. 
diction with the United States courts on the Government grounds 
near Harrodsburgh, Kentucky. a 

The substitute was read. It provides that jurisdiction be ¢ 
retroceded to the Commonwealth of Kentucky to try and punis 
through its legally constituted authorities all persons except officer 
and soldiers of the Army and other persons in the service of the 
United States whose duties may require them to reside upon the trac: 
of land lying near Harrodsburgh, in Mercer County, Kentucky, pur 
chased by the United States from Christopher and Theresa Grahay 
on the 8th of January, 1853, under the provisions of an act of (op. 
gress passed March 3, 1451, entitled ‘An act to found a military asy. 
lum for the relief and support of invalid and disabled soldiers of tip 
Army of the United States, and over which jurisdiction was ceded ty 
the United States by an act of the General Assembly of Kentucky” 
approved February 23, 1854, for all acts committed by them within 
the limits of that tract of land which are or may hereafter be declared 
to be crimes or misdemeanors by the laws of Kentucky, as fully and 
effectually as if such acts had been committed elsewhere in the Com. 
monwealth or as if the cession approved February 23, 1854, had never 
been made ; provided that nothing in the act shall be so construed 
as to exempt any officer, soldier, or other person excepted from the 
provisions of this act from trial and punishment for any offense cop. 
mitted by him within the limits of said tract of land under the laws 
of the United States, as they now or may hereafter exist. 

Mr. KNOTT. 1 call for the previous question on the adoption of 
the substitute. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Will the gentleman state the object of this bij!’ 

Mr. KNOTT. On the 8th of June, 1853, commissioners on the part 
of the United States, acting under the provisions of an act of Cop- 
gress approved March 3, 1851, purchased a tract of land lying adja- 
cent tothe town of Harrodsburgh, Kentucky, to be used as an asylun 
for disabled soldiers. On the 23d of February, 1854, the Legishture 
of the State of Kentucky ceded to the United States jurisdiction over 
that tract of land. The tract has, however, been long since aban 
doned as an asylum, and probably will never be used as such agai 
In the mean time that tract of land is no more under the jurisdiction 
of the laws of Kentucky, so far as criminal offenses committed thereon 
are concerned, than is the District of Columbia, or any fort, «ock- 
yard, or arsenal in the United States. The consequence is that evil 
disposed persons resort there and commit a variety of misdemeanors 
against the laws of our Commonwealth, for which there is no redress 
In fact, any crime may be committed on that tract of land with abso- 
lute immunity from punishment, so far as the laws of Kentucky are 
concerned. Prize-fighting takes place there; a duel may be fought 
there, and there is no means, so far as the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky is concerned, of preventing such violations of our laws. The 
object of this bill is simply to retrocede to the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky jurisdiction to try and punish offenses committed —n that 
tract of land, reserving, however, to the United States jurisdiction 
over all officers, soldiers, and all other persons in the service of th 
United States whose duties may hereafter require them to reside upon 
that land. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Will the gentleman please state who owns the 
fee of the land? 

Mr. KNOTT. The United States. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Does this bill provide for disposing of the prop- 
erty ? 

Mr. KNOTT. Not at all. 

Mr. GARFIELD. It seems to me that provision ought to be made 
for the sale of the property. If we cede jurisdiction over this land 
and still retain the fee it is not likely to be taken care of ; and ifit 
is not now used by the Government and is not likely to be I suggest 


¢ 


to the gentleman to add to the bill a clause giving the Secretary 0! 
War authority to sell the land at public auction. The Government 
ought to get rid of any property for which it has no use. 

Mr. KNOTT. My impression is that there is already a law author- 
izing the sale of the property. I know that negotiations have beet 
heretofore on foot between a commissioner representing the Gover 
ment and representatives of the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows. 

Mr. DURHAM. With the permission of my colleague [Mr. Kyott) 
I will explain this matter more fully. In the Forty-third Congress 
I procured the passage of a bill for the sale of this property, Wii 
lies in a town adjacent to the one in which I live. A bill was passe’ 
authorizing the sale of the property to the Independent Oruer 0! 
Odd-Fellows of the State of Kentucky. That act provided for the a. 
pointment of a commissioner on the part of the Government; a0” 
the officer having in charge Government grounds in this District I 
have forgotten his name) was appointed as such commissioner. Au 
agent was also appointed on behalf of the Odd-Fellows of the State 0! 
Kentucky; but these parties disagreed as to the price, and the ne- 

otiation failed. So that the property is still in the possession of the 
nited States. ; 

I will also state for the information of the gentleman from Ub 
and of the Honse that persons, for instance, wishing to play 4 £4 
of cards in violation of the laws ef Kentucky may retire upon thes 
grounds and play cards all day. 
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Mr. FRYE. Is it a violation of the laws of Kentucky for the peo- 
ple to play cards. [Laughter.] — 

Mr. DURHAM. It is a violation of our laws to play cards any- 
where upon the public highways. 

Mr. CLYMER. How about horse-racing ? 

Mr. DURHAM. Why, sir, people can go there and race horses as 
much as they please. I may add that there isa valuable mineral 
spring upon this property, of which the people of Harrodsburgh 
desire to enjoy the benefits. But lewd women resort there, and 
cannot be punished for any offense committed there, so that the 
moral and upright people of the neighborhood are much annoyed. I 
hope the House will not hesitate to pass this bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have no doubt of the propriety of what the 
pill proposes. I only wanted to know something as to the ownership 
of the fee of the land and whether there was any provision for its 
disposal. 2 ; 

Mr. KNOTT demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The substitute was adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. ‘ 

Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as 
amended, was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion wag agreed to. 

Mr. KNOTT moved to amend the title of the bill so as to read as 
follows: 

An act to retrocede to the Commonwealth of Kentucky jurisdiction to try and 
punish offenders, except in certain cases, for crimes and misdemeanors committed 


within the limits of the tract of land lying near the town of Harrodsburgh, in 
Mercer County, in said State. 


The amendment to the title was agreed to. 


STAMPING OF UNSTAMPED DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
a bill (H. R. No. 114) to provide for the stamping of unstamped doc- 
ments or papers, with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill, which was read, provides in the first section that all doc- 
uments, papers, and instruments of writing heretofore made, signed, 
or issued, and when so made, signed, or issued shall have been subject 
to a stamp-duty or tax under existing laws and remaining unstamped, 
may be stamped by any person having an interest therein, or, where 
the original is lost, a copy thereof ; and the person desiring to stamp 
the same shall appear with the instrument, document, or paper, or 
copy thereof, before some judge or clerk of a court of record and affix 
the proper stamp; and the said judge or clerk shall indorse on such 
instrument, docament, or paper, or the copy thereof, a certificate, 
under his hand and the seal of said court, when made by the judge 
or the clerk as aforesaid, setting forth the date at which and the place 
where the stamp was so affixed, the name of the person presenting 
said writing or copy, the fact that it was thus affixed and that the 
stamp was duly canceled in his presence ; and the said judge or clerk 
shall receive as fee therefor what is provided by the proper State law 
for similar service. 

The second section provides that said instruments of writing, doc- 
uments,and papers, and any record thereof, shall be as valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as if stamped when made, signed, or issued ; 
but no right of property acquired in good faith shall in any manner 
be affected by the stamping as hereinbefore provided for ; and that 
all acts or parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

The bill was ordered to be en sed and read a third time ; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CONGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
pat; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 

e, 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PERSONS CHARGED WITH CRIMES COMPETENT WITNESSES. 


Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back a 
bill (H. R. No. 912) to make persons charged with crimes and offenses 
competent witnesses in United States courts, with amendments. 

The bill, which was read, in the first section provides that in the 
trial of all indictments, informations, complaints, and other proceed- 
ings against persons charged with the commission of crimes, offenses 
and misdemeanors, in the United States courts and courts-martial 
and courts of inquiry in any State or Territory, including the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the person so charged shall, at his own request, 
but not otherwise, be a competent witness. 

The second section provides that nothing herein contained shall be 
construed as compelling any such person to testify ; nor shall any 
inference of his guilt result if he does not testify; nor shall the 
maaan for the prosecution comment thereon in case the respondent 

0€s not testify. 

The amendments of the committee were read as follows: 


_- ee out the words “and courts-martial and courts of inquiry ;" 


é ninth line, *“ i s pany 
Presumption against a his failure to make such request shall not create any 


Strike out the whole of the second section. 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the first amendment re- 
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ported by the committee, to strike out in line 6 the words “and courts- 
martial and courts of inquiry.” 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope the gentleman from Maine will state the 
reasons for this proposed enactment. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to ask a parliamentary question, and that is, 
if I now call the attention of the Speaker to the fact that the morn- 
ing hour has expired whether this will not go over as unfinished 
business to the next morning hour of public business ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. FRYE. My reason for so doing is this: two gentlemen have 
notified me that when this bill was reported they desired to discuss it, 
and I find both gentlemen are now absent from their seats. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has only to direct the attention 
of the Speaker to the fact that the morning hour has expired. 

Mr. FRYE. I now do so. 

The SPEAKER. The bill goes over to the next morning hour as 
unfinished business. 

REGULATION OF STEAM-VESSELS. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, but before doing so I wish to ask the Chair 
whether I can move now to direct the committee to take up for con- 
sideration the bill (H. R. No. 673) to amend certain sections of titles 
48 and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United States concerning 
commerce and navigation and the regulation of steam-vessels. 

The SPEAKER. The bills on the Public Calendar will be taken up 
by the committee in their order, but the gentleman can move they 
be laid aside till his bill is reached. 

Mr. REAGAN’S motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. EDEN in the chair.) 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to lay aside the bills preceding the one to 
which [{ have referred, in order to proceed to its consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bills must be taken up in their order; 
besides, the bill to which the gentleman refers has not yet been 
returned from the Printing Office. 

Mr. REAGAN. That being the case I do not further insist on my 
motion. 

LAW LIBRARY FOR DAKOTA TERRITORY. 

The first business on the Calendar was a bill (H.R. No. 789) to ap- 
propriate money for the purchase of a law library for the Territory 
of Dakota. 

The bil!, which was read, appropriates $2,500, to be expended, by 
and under the direction of the governor of said Territory, in the pur- 
chase of a law library, to be kept at the seat of the government 
thereof, for the use of the governor, supreme and district courts, 
members of the Legislature, and such other persons as shall be pro- 
vided by law, and the sum of $200, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, for the purpose of paying the freight thereon. 

Mr. BAGLEY. I reported this bill from the Committee on the Terri- 
tories. I will state that it has been the uniform practice of Congress 
since 1836 to vote the sum of $5,000 to each of the organized ‘Terri- 
tories of the country for the purpose of law libraries. This bill pro- 
vides an appropriation of $2,500 fer that purpose for the Territory of 
Dakota, which has already had $2,500 appropriated some years ago. 
It is now asking for the balance of the sum which the nation has al- 
ways given to the Territories for this purpose. The judicial business 
of the Territories, particularly Dakota, requires a vast amount of 
examination in the decisions of Federal and State courts, and for the 
judiciary of that Territory something of this kind is an absolute re- 
quirement. They are now so situated that it is frequently necessary, 
I am told by the judges of the Territory, to travel as far as Chicago 
to get at libraries necessary for the use of the courts in making up 
their opinions and decisions. I therefore imagine there will be no 
opposition to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. CLYMER. I did not hear the gentleman from New York dis- 
tinctly, but I understood him to say that the sum of $2,500 has here- 
tofore been appropriated for this Territory for the purpose of a law 
library. 

Mr. BAGLEY. Yes, sir; only $2,500. 

Mr. CLYMER. And that the practice has been uniform of grant- 
ing to each Territory the sum of $5,000? 

Str. BAGLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I rise to a question of order or dis- 
order, Ido not know which. Wecannot hear a word of the discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is well taken. Gentlemen 
will please cease conversation and take their seats. 

Mr. BAGLEY. I will state in answer tothe gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. CLYMER] that it has been the uniform practice of Con- 
gress, commencing with Wisconsin in 1836, to appropriate $5,000 to 
each Territory for the purchase of a law library. Some of our pres- 
ent Territories have received their $5,000. Dakota and Wyoming, 
which have bills now pending, have received only $2,500, or half the 
quota which has always been assigned, and now they ask for tne 
balance. 

Mr. CLYMER. I desire to ask the gentleman two questions. The 
first is, what has been the practice hitherto with reférence to these 
appropriations? Have they been made on the recommendation of 
the Committee on the Territories or have they come from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations? 
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Mr. BAGLEY. Iam unable to answer the gentleman’s question. 

Mr. CLYMER. My next inquiry is, when the —— of 
$2,500 which has been spoken of was made for Dakota? In what 
year? 
" Mr. BAGLEY. In the year 1863. 

Mr. CALKINS. If the gentleman from New York will allow me I 
desire to ask him a question. I understand this is a bill to purchase 
a library for a Territory. Why has the Territory not purchased its 
own library ? 

Mr. BAGLEY. Because it relies on the Government of the United 
States for this gift which has always been made to the Territories. 

Mr. CALKINS. I understand each of the States purchases its own 
library. 

Mr. BAGLEY. That may be, after they get the original send-off 
from the General Government. 

Mr. CALKINS. I understand also that the Territorial Legislature 
raises money by taxation. 

Mr. BAGLEY. It has no authority, as I understand, for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. CALKINS. Then my point is not well taken. 

Mr. CLYMER. I have no doubt the practice has been such as has 
been stated by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. BaGLrey.] But I 
think some consideration should be had as to whether the sum of 
$5,000 is necessary. Merely because it has heretofore been appropri- 
ated is nothing more than presumptive evidence that that is the 
proper sum. Now in this day, when we are attempting to economize 
in all directions, it does appear to me this Territory and other Territo- 
ries which are in the condition of having received only one-half of 
the usual amount could at least wait. We are threatened with a de- 
ficiency in the revenues of this Government for the ensuing year. 
We are told we must cut down appropriations, and I know of no 
place where we could economize to the extent of $2,500 with possibly 
less of detriment to the public service and with less inconvenience to 
the public service than in an item of this kind. 

It is very easy to say that because a certain sum of money has been 
appropriated in the past it should be in the present; but I appeal to 
the committee whether there is any such pressing necessity that for 
these two Territories the sum of $5,000 should be appropriated at this 
time. If last year they got along with the library provided by the 
grant of $2,500—and I submit that that is a sum of money that ought 
to purchase a very complete library for any Territory—it does ap- 
pear to me they can get along for another year; and possibly, for a 
second year also, with what they have now. ‘ 

I do not think the committee ought to jump at the conclusion that 
this money should be appropriated merely because of a past prece- 
dent. We must economize everywhere, as we are told by those who 
have charge of the finances of the Government. And I think we can 
ecoromize here on an item of this kind. It is not a necessity surely, 
without which the people of the Territory cannot get along quite 
well. Ido not think we ought to vote it just because we have done 
it heretofore. The past affords many precedents which we ought to 
disregard, and I think this is one of them. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I want to say, in addition to what has been said, 
that this bill comes from a committee which has not jurisdiction of the 
question. The Committee on the Territories, under the rules, have 
assigned to it this jurisdiction : 

91. It shall be the duty of the Committee on the Territories to examine into the 
legislative, civil, and. criminal proceedings of the Territories, and to devise and 
report tothe House such means as, in their opinion, may be necessary to secure 
the rights and privileges of residents and non-residents. 

Under the rules and under the practice of the House this question 
should go to the Committee on Appropriations. I have not examined 
this question, and the committee of which I am a member has not 
examined it. The gentleman will have an opportunity, when the 
matter is before the Committee on Appropriations, at the proper 
time, to come before the committee and present the question. The 
presumption is that appropriations have been made for this purpose 
heretofore, and the action of the Committee on A. .propriations should 
not be anticipated in this way. It does seem to me that the proper 
plan is, not to pass the measure at this time, but that the committee 
having charge of the whole subject should be permitted to take the 
usual time allowed to them to examine the question, and the gen- 
tleman can then have an opportunity to come before the committee 
and present reasons for the adoption of this measure. If the com- 
mittee do not concur in his views then he will have the right to come 
before the House; but I do think that this method of proceeding, of 
committees taking up measures which are not properly assigned to 
them, is improper and unwise, and therefore I do hope that this bill 
will not pass at this time and in this way. 

Mr. CALKINS. Willthe gentleman from New York [Mr. BAGLEY] 
allow me to ask him a question? I asked the gentleman whether 
there is not a general power in all the Territories to raise money by 
general taxation and I believe he answered in the negative. I read 
now from section 1851 of the Revised Statutes of the United States: 

The legislative power of every Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of 
legislation not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United States. 
But no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax 
shall be imposed upon the property of the United States; nor sha 1 the lands or 


other property of non-residents be taxed higher than tho lands or other property of 
residents. 


Mr. BAGLEY. All the taxes of the Territories raised are for the 
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courts of the United States, and not for the courts of the Te 
it is a United States affair all around. 

Mr. CALKINS. Are not the judges of the United St 
pe also of the territorial courts? 


TT tories 
ate 
ales courts 


Mr. BAGLEY. Iam not familiar enough with the subject to 
swer that question, but the gentleman from Dakota [ Mr. Kipper, 
can answer it. Iam not strenuous in urging this matter, but | y;, 
snacks —=h=—hlkltst~O—~—”””C~C~OCOSOCO 

Mr. KIDDER. As I understand the inquiry of the gentlemay fs, 
Indiana (Mr. CaLKINs] it is whether the judges of the supreme coy» 
of the Territory are also the district judges. I will state that 9) 
district judge im all the Territories acts as the judge of the ba 
court of the Territory, so far as that is concerned. 

Mr. CALKINS. Why, then, ought not the Territory to furnis) ». 
| own library, as all the States of the Union do? 7 

Mr. KIDDER. All the Territories are comparatively poor. Tj), 
has never been a precedent since the first Territory was organiy. 
when the Territory asked for an appropriation for this purpose, gy, 

it was not received, and we hardly understand now why Dako: . 

left out in the cold when all the other Territories have been provide 
for in this regard. 

Again, in answer to the gentleman from Georgia, [ Mr. BLovyr,)| 
will state, so far as another matter is concerned, that the Committe 
on the Territories has been the proper committee heretofore to repor 
upon this subject ; or, in other words, that the Committee on Appro- 
priations has never had this matter under consideration, so tay 
territorial libraries are concerned. We can look back to precedeyts 
and we shall find that all the Territories had an appropriation oj 
$5,000 for library purposes, $2,500 of which was appropriated for tie 
purposes of a law library, and the same amount for a general library. 
Now, the Territory of Dakota has never had any appropriation fore 
law library. They have had an appropriation for a miscellaneogs 
library of $2,500, and now they come and ask this little pittance 
furnish them with a law library. 

Every gentleman knows that lawyers who go into the Territories 
are comparatively poor, and, if 1 may be permitted, I will state son, 
little experience of my own as a judge in that Territory. | hay 
traveled from Yankton, Dakota, to Chicago, a distance of seven hu. 
dred miles, or fourteen hundred miles there and back, in order w 
examine authorities before I daredecide some very important questions, 

This bill was reported unanimously during the last Congress. We 
all know what was then the condition of the business of the House; 
there was so much other business to be transacted that this bill was 
never reached. It isnow reported unanimously by the Coumitive on 
the Territories, and there is no reason why it should not be passed ai 
this time. According to all the precedents the Committee on the Te: 
ritories is the proper committee to consider this subject. As long as 
we now have the bill before us, and considering that the other lu 
ritories have had similar appropriations for this purpose, | would ask 
why Dakota Territory should not be given this little pittance 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iam very sure of one thing; whatever may have 
been the practice in regard to the Committee ou Appropriatious, tht 
Committee on the Territories certainly has no right under thie ruleset 
the House to consider this subject; they have taken jurisdiction of 
the matter improperly. I do not concur with the gentleman in th 
statement that the Committee on Appropriations never have had 
anything to do with appropriations for the Territories. 

Mr. KIDDER. Appropriations for libraries for the Territories 

Mr. BLOUNT. Well, appropriations for libraries. I know tha 
the Committee on Appropriations have jurisdiction over a great many 
subjects in regard to the Territories. There is scarcely any expense 
of the territorial Legislature, or any department of the territorial 
government, or of any official of the Territory, or any other matter 
connected with the Territory, that the Committee on Appropriations 
does not from year to year examine and report upon to the Hous 
This is the first instance I have known that any such matter bes 
been considered by any other committee. Under the rules of | 
House the Committee on Appropriations has jurisdiction of this su)- 
ject. The gentleman can mention hardly an item of expenditure i 
connection with the Territories that has not been considered and te 
ported upon by the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BAGLEY. Iam informed that at the last session of Congres 
the Committee on the Territories reported a bili appropriating 5°," 
to pay the expenses of the constitutional convention of Colorado. 11s 
same point of order was raised against that bill, and the point Ws 
overruled, and the bill was passed without having been referred 
and considered by the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not remember the particulars of that contr 
versy. There was a bill passed in regard to the constitutional coo 
vention of Colorado. That subject went before the Committee 0 
Appropriations, and the Delegate and other persons interested 11 
nmtter went before the committee, and the committee refused © 
make the appropriation. The matter was then brought before the 
House by the Committee on the Territories, and the bill was passed. 
That, however, was exceptional, not according to the rules, and the 
only instance of the kind I have ever known. If I recollect aright 

| it was not then claimed that it was according to the rules; cer 
tainly was not in accordance with the previous practice of the Hous. 
Mr. BAGLEY. The gentleman does not contend that the House 
| has not perfect authority to pass such a bill as this? 


Suprery 




















CONGRESSIONAL 





1872. 


Mr. BLOUNT. The House has a perfect right to pass this bill. 
s+ Tsay it is utterly useless to assign to the Committee on Appro- 
Bus 7 yc. or to any other committee of this House, specific duties, 
ye then before the committee has had an opporttinity to pass upon 
— permit some other Committee to take jurisdiction of the sub- 
the 


set and precipitate its considerations upon the House. If that shall | 


he the practice of the House, then our rules will be utterly useless. 
| move to strike out the enacting clause of this bill. 

\Mr. REED. I desire to make an inquiry of the gentleman from 
via or to make a suggestion to him. 





Tl 
not debatable. , 

“Mr, BLOUNT. I have no desire to cut off all debate, and there- 
fore | will withdraw for the present the motion to strike out the en- 
acting clause. : : . 

Mr. REED. The suggestion which I desire to make for the con- 
sideration of this committee 1s this: I understand the point made by 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] is that this subject has 
not been considered by the committee which under the rules was 
authorized to consider it. I submit that whether that is presented 
asa point of order or is made only as a point for the consideration 
of the House itis not valid. ; 

The Committee on the Territories have investigated this subject 
under the direct order of the House. The matter was referred to them, 
and being so referred it was their duty to consider it and dispose of it. 
They have considered it and unanimously recommend to the House 
the passage of this bill, a recommendation founded upon the un- 
broken practice of the House for a long number of years, as applied 
to the Territories, at least those of recent origin. Under these cir- 
enmstances it seemed to the committee proper and right that this 
pill should pass, because it only follows the precedents which have 
been set in such cases. That is the whole matter. 

Mr. HANNA. I desire to make one suggestion. It seems to me 
that in considering a question of this kind we ought not to be too 
technical in regard to the question whether the bill has been passed 
upon by one committee or another. There is already quite enough 
jealousy on the part of committees of this House, and we shonld not 
attempt to foster that spirit. 

The question with which we as members of this House are concerned 
is whether or not it is right, just, and proper that this bill should 
pass. If I understand the subject correctly the amount proposed by 
this bill to be appropriated simply equalizes the amount that has 
heretofore been given to other Territories for this purpose. We 
should bear in mind that it is out of these Territories that future 
States are to be erected. We look to the West for future additional 
States. 

If Congress by its legislation heretofore has appropriated for years 
for this purpose for other Territories, I do not see why the Territory 
of Dakota should be made an exception; I cannot see any justice in 
that. The amount asked for is simply what is necessary to place the 
Territory of Dakota upon an equality with the other Territories. I 
appeal to the old members of this House if it is not right to give to 
Dakota the same amount for this purpose that was given to Colorado, 
to Kansas, to Nebraska, to Iowa, and to other Territories that to-day 
take rank among the great States of the Union. , 

The amount is small, but it is a great deal to the people of that 
Territory; it is a great deal to the rising judiciary there; and it is a 
great deal not only to the legal profession of that Territory, but also 
tw every one interested in a proper administration of the laws. 

Whether this measure ought to have been reported by the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations or the Committee on the Territories matters but 
littletome. Isit right? That is the question. I do not know who 
compose the Committee on the Territories; neither do I know who com- 
jose the Committee on Appropriations. The members of both com- 
mittees are all, I apprehend, respectable, fair-minded, able gentle- 
men, and it seems to me that when there comes from the Committee 
on the Territories a unanimous report which is in accordance with un- 
roken precedent we should not reject such a report, and make this 
lerritory an exception to the general rule. 

| know how hard it is for a Delegate from a Territory to have any 
iniuence in the American Congress. He may have a voice but he 

in have no vote; and it does seem to me that when there is presented 
‘case like this, in harmony with the uniform legislation of the country 
and in accordance with equal and exact justice, we should not defeat 
‘he measure because this or that committee did not have the oppor- 
‘unity to pass upon the appropriation. I therefore appeal to my 

rend from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] not to be actuated by anything 
‘tat would be even seemingly captious, but if the measure is right 
“hits own merits let it pass. 

: Mr. FRANKLIN. Mr. Chairman, I concur in every word uttered by 
ie gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] and by the gentleman from 
lndiana, (Mr. HANNA.] This bill was introduced, I believe, at the 
“xtra session of the present Congress by the Delegate from Dakota, and 
Con referred to the Committee on the Territories. I hold that if the 
»/tumittee on Appropriations deemed then that the subject-matter of 
are should be referred to them, that was the time above al! others 
fiden ——e should have contended for their rights. I have great con- 

“ence in the judgment and ability of that committee, and if the bill 

: been referred to them at that time no objection would have been 
made on behalf of the Committee on the Territories. 
¥ an examination of Rule 91 it will be seen that the Committee 


*, CHAIRMAN. The motion to strike out the enacting clause is | 
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on the Territories have complete jurisdiction of this matter. It was re- 
ferred to them, and a subcommittee gave it a complete and careful 
examination, reporting favorably to the whole committee, who are 
unanimously of the opinion that the bill should pass. 

The amount of the appropriation is only $2,500. Dakota asks only 
to be placed in this matter upon an equality with all the other Ter- 
ritories, for every one of them, from Michigan down, has received an 
appropriation of $5,000 for a law library. 

I will say to the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. BLOUNT] that while 
I concede that the Committee on Appropriations are well qualified to 
take charge of this matter, yet with all due deference to the ability 
and judgment of that committee, I think the Committee of the Whole 
House is equally qualified to do justice in this matter. This is a 
plain proposition to appropriate only $2,500 for a law library for Da- 
kota, placing this Territory, as I have said, upon an equality with all 
the other Territories. The committee who have had the subject jn 
charge are unanimously of opinion that this sum should be voted. 
I hope that the Committee of the Whole will be of the same opinion, 
and will recommend to the House the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, it is said by the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. REED] that the House, having control of the matter, has referred 
this bill to the Committee on the Territories, and therefore there 
is no force in the objection that it should have gone to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations in accordance with the rules of the House 
defining the duties of that committee. Now, what is the practice in 
regard to the reference of bills? Frequently when bills are intro- 
duced it is impossible for members generally to know exactly what 
is being done. Requests are made that they be referred to particular 
committees ; and it is impossible for any committee to watch all such 
movements to see that the proper reference is in every case made. 
The attention of the House is not always given at the time to such 
matters. 

But, sir, the House through its appropriate committee has framed 
rules based upon proper reasons, assigning duties to the several cqm- 
mittees of the House. Now, under the rules, the Committee on Ap- 
propriations are required to report—what? Bills for a library in 
Dakota or any other Territory? Are we to expect subjects to be 
specified in this way? By no means. By the rules it is made the 
duty of the Committee on Appropriations to prepare and report the 
various regular appropriation bills—the executive, legislative, and 
judicial, and others—I need not recite them. But the various appro- 
priation bills are designated, covering all the appropriate subjects 
embraced in each. This is in accordance with sound reason; tor it 
is proper that these bills should be grouped together and brought 
before the House by a single committee, so that our legislation may 
be capable afterward of easy reference. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Can the gentleman name a single instance where 
bills of this kind have not been passed upon by the Committee on 
the Territories ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I will answer the gentleman later. I cannot dis- 
cuss more than one proposition at a time. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. My question bears directly upon the remarks of 
the gentleman. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope the gentleman will not interrupt me. I will 
refer directly to the matter embraced in his inquiry. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HANNA] has appealed to me as 
a member of the Committee on Appropriations not to yield in this 
matter to any feeling of jealousy. Sir, the gentleman does me great 
injustice if he fancies for a single moment that I personally care what 
committee considers this subject. I have not the slightest feeling in 
regard to the matter. But this House has adopted rules assigning 
various subjects to the several committees. The Committee on Ap- 
propriations is charged with the duty of preparing the several regu- 
lar appropriation bills and reporting them to the House; the subject 
of this bill legitimately pertains to the business of that committee, 
and I am simply urging that the rules be conformed to in the interest 
of wise legislation. Why, sir, every other topic could be brought 
into this House in precisely the same way before the committee whose 
business it is to consider it has had a chance to do so. 

It is said this appropriation is needed. Ido not raise that ques- 
tion. As a member of the Committee on Appropriations I confess we 
have not ¢aken up and considered the bill to which it belongs. If it 
is needed, then at the proper time and place and in the method pre- 
scribed by the rules of the House gentlemen can urge it, and it will 
be for this House to determine whether it shall be allowed. 

The gentleman from Missouri, chairman of the Committee on the 
Territories, refers us to Rule 91. That rule provides that— 








It shall be the duty of the Committee on the Territories to examine into the 
legislative, civil, and criminal proceedings of the Territories, and to devise and 
report to the House such means as, in their opinion, may be necessary— 

To secure what? 
to secure the rights and privileges of residents and non-residents. 


This is its scope. The very wording of it is a contradiction of the 
view which the gentleman himself entertains, that under that rule 
they had the right to consider that subject. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 would care nothing at all about this appro- 
priation coming in this way, but if it is done in one insta::ce why can- 
not each and every several part of the appropriation bill be disposed 
of in the same way, and thus the Committee on Appropriations, whose 
| business it is to make investigations and prepare themselves for the 
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purpose of making intelligent reports to this House, be stripped of 
the duties imposed upon them by the rules of the House ? 

I do not desire to be understood as saying at this time whether or 
not this is a proper appropriation to be made, but only to make ob- 
jection here and wherever it may arise as to this irregular mode of 


legislating, especially in reference to appropriations out of the Treas- | 


ury. 

Mr. SAYLER. Let me ask the gentleman whether this was not 
referred to the Committee on the Territories by the action of the 
House ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman is late; that has been stated by 
two or three gentlemen and already answered by myself. 

Mr. SAYLER. lask the gentleman to show me any rule which 
prohibits a standing committee or any committee of this House from 
considering and reporting upon the question which has been referred 
to it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have said all that is necessary to be said in regard 
to that subject. Gentlemen get up in front of the Clerk’s desk and 
ask for reference of a bill to a particular committee and it is done 
without the House paying any attention to it. That is occurring 
very frequently, and I insist that there is not a committee in this 
House which can guard properly matters referred to it in that way. 
It will be unreasonable to expect it to be done. But because it has 
been referred in this careless way, contrary to the contemplation of 
the rules of this House—and those rules have been wisely and delib- 
erately adopted—I say we ought, whenever the question is presented 
to resist such method of legislation. I do not undertake to say this 
committee has not the technical right to consider it, but I say it is 
not wise for this House to act upon matters coming from a committee 
which has not jurisdiction under the rules and which has only in 
this irregular way obtained possession of the subject. 

Mr. HAZELTON. LI hope the gentleman will oppose the bill on 
its merits, and not in this indirect way. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to strike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. MAGINNIS.. I ask the gentleman from Georgia to withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. I wish to speak, Mr. Chairman, exactly to the 
point made by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] and upon 
which he has just spoken. Beginning, I believe, with Wisconsin, all 
these Territories have had $5,000 for the purchase of a law library 
except Dakota, my own, and two others, and, considering the judges 
sent out to the Territories, (in the appointment of whom we have no 
choice and little consideration and in the removal of whom our de- 
sires are rarely consulted,) God knows they need and the Govern- 
ment should furnish books to instruct them in thelaw. [Laughter.] 
I say, beginning from Wisconsin, every Territory has had $5,000 for 
law libraries except three or four. Three or four years ago I went 
before the Committee on Appropriations with a similar proposition 
to the one contained in this bill for my own Territory, and I was in- 
formed by that committee they had no jurisdiction of the matter, as 
the appropriation was not provided for by existing law, and there- 
fore to put it in an appropriation bill without authority of law would 
be usurpation on their part and would subject the item to be ruled 
out of order, I should like to ask the gentleman from Georgia how 
the Committee on Appropriations can by any possibility get jurisdic- 
tion of this matter unless a law providing for the appropriation is 
passed by this House or the matter is referred to that committee in 
a special bill by order of the House ? 

As to the limitation the gentleman from Georgia puts upon the 
powers of the Committee on the Territories, that such committee has 
only the right to inquire into the rights of the citizens residing 
therein, it is certainly erroneous, for every bill organizing a new 
Territory involving the organization of new government and the 
annual expenditure of thousands of dollars is reported from that 
committee. Appropriations for penitentiaries, for roads, for public 
buildings, and all like appropriations in reference to the Territories 
are asked for by memorials of their Legislatures and are referred to 
that committee for action. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. And not a precedent to the contrary. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. Not a precedent to the contrary, that I know of, 
or that occurs to me at this time. Older members of the House must 
remember the time when the Committees on the Territories in both 
Houses were in a measure the leading committees of Congress. In 
times of discussion of the status of slavery, and when the organiza- 
tion of new States and Territories involved grave questions of sec- 
tional supremacy, these committees were of leading importance, and 
such men as Stephen A. Douglas made national reputations as chair- 
men and members of the same. So that it seems to me that to be 
now told that the Committee on the Territories has not the right to re- 
port the twenty-five hundred dollar bill to fill up the library of the 
courts, and to submit the same to this Committee of the Whole, the 
highest of all committees, whose action is next to the House itself, 
is a little extravagant. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I am exceedingly gratified to 
learn from the gentleman from Georgia that the Committee on Ap- 
propriations are not omniscient. [Laughter.] From the manner in 
which they have acted in this House | supposed they were. The 
gentleman tells us they cannot know exactly how every bill intro- 
duced in this House is referred. It shows a weakness in these gen- 
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tlemen that I am surprised at, [laughter ;] although I am really piag 
that it is true, for I have felt overawed and overwhelmed by th, 
most divine power supposed to be possessed by the 1 
Appropriations. 

Why, sir, there is not a committee in this House that sits dow,. 
deliberate but has before it questions that must involve the exne, 
ture of money. And it is time we knew whether in investie,;,,. 
such questions when referred to us we are committing a contem» . 
the House and, what is worse than that, a contempt of the Commi. 
tee on Appropriations. [Laughter. ] iii 

Sir, I have the honor to be on the Indian Committee, and wo .. 
loaded down with questions involving possibly, according to the ce 
clusion to which we come, the expenditure of money by the Nati 
Congress. Am I doing wrongin investigating such questions, or ip op\. 
to obtain the privilege of reporting tothis House must I ask the cops 
of the Committee on Appropriations? No, sir; itis entirely an arrows, 
tion to that committee of powers that do not belong to it to say thar» 
question involving an appropriation of money can be considered \ 
anybody but the Committee on Appropriations. Why, sir, we gaye y 
order to this committee that they should examine this question ay, 
report tothis House. The committee have examined the question ay) 
have reported to the House unanimously. But now it is said thy: 
here is a great wrong done; that this all but almighty Committes o, 
Appropriations have a right to take it away from the House and thy 
Committee of the Whole and to have it referred to them. They gay 
“Wait until you hear us before you have a right to dispose of tii 
question ; we will knock out the enacting clause.” Why, sir. I shouly 
not wonder if we strike out the enacting clause that a motion shou) 
be offered here to bring up this committee before the House as yy; 
of a contempt of the House or of acontempt of the Committee on 4 
propriations. ‘ 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to say a word in reply to the gentlemay 
from New York. 

Mr. RIDDLE. Before the gentleman from Georgia proceeds | wish 
to ask him this question: Suppose the House were to take this }j 
from the Committee on the Territories and the Committee on Appro- 
priations should insert in their civil sundry bill or in some other this 
appropriation, and then the point of order was made, would it not 
be stricken out on the point of order because there is no law author 
izing the expenditure of thisamount of money; and upon the waking 
of that point of order, would not the chairman of the Committee o; 
the Whole be compelled to sustain it, so that out of the bill it would 
have to go? 

Mr. BLOUNT. As regards the remarks of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. TOWNSEND] the only thing I have to say in reply is, that 
Iam very glad the gentleman’s bones are whole and his joints ar 
still good and properly fitted. All he has said has been simply a tirade 
against the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Will my friend allow me a worl! 
No, sir; it is simply a tirade upon this pretense started here. | re- 
spect the committee, but do not regard this pretense as anythiug that 
is well founded. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not want to allow the gentleman another 0 
portunity to interrupt me. 

Mr. BAGLEY. I move that the committee rise and report the bil 
to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not competent for the gentleman to mak: 
that motion while the gentleman from Georgia occupies the floor. 

Mr. BLOUNT. So far as what has been stated in reference to the 
Committee on Appropriations is concerned I have made no reference 
to it except what appeared to me to be required by the rules of this 
House. So far as the jurisdiction of other committees is concerned 
I have never attempted to limit their rights except under the rules 
of this House. ' 

I know, sir, that while I have been in this House it has been the 
habit to make the Committee on Appropriations a butt of attack, o! 
ridicule, and of irony. There is nothing original in this idea. From 
the very commencement of the committee’s existence until the pres 
ent time there has been quite a supply of such wit as has been ex- 
hibited to-day by the gentleman from New York. I expect we wii 
continue to have a good deal of it. I shall not be offended by it. If 
the gentlemen can entertain themselves in that way I sball not dis 
turb their pleasure. I simply proposed to do what I believed to 
our duty in the premises. 

Mr. RIDDLE. Will the gentleman please to answer my question 

Mr. BLOUNT. I will come to that. My purpose has simply be 
to compel these appropriations to go where under the law or unuer 
the rules of the House I believe they belong. ; 

The gentleman from Montana [ Mr. MAGINNIs] states, what I 
not recollect, that he appeared before the Committee on Approp"s 
tions and that they decided that they had no jurisdiction in rega™ 
to the subject. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. That was in the Forty-third Congress. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Now I insist as to a library or any other expen® 
itures connected with a territorial government the Committee 
Appropriations have jurisdiction to recommend the appropriatio® 
any amount for expenditures incidental to these Territories. 

The gentleman from Montana says that the matter was not pre 
sented to the Committee on Appropriations of the last pany 
and therefore I could not know it. In my judgment it is not lis 
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int of order on the ground of jurisdiction. There are a great 
epses connected with the Government unprovided for by 
h the Committee on Appropriations has to provide for, 
that it is clear that it has been the practice of the 
hese matters should be conside:ed by the Committee | 
The Committee on Appropriations have not had 
this matter. It was net to be supposed that 
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House would refer it tothe Committee on Appropriations as hav- | 
- superior precedence in this matter; not at all; but because we 
~ rad the rule as the deliberate judgment of the House that that 


mittee was charged with the duty of considering appropriations 
ctl snature as well as other subjects relating to the Territories 
‘oe much as its duty to provide for the legislative expenses of the 
Territories or any other supplies needed for the carrying on of the 
verritorial government. But I suppose the House does not intend to 
-ake from the Committee on Appropriations that business upon which 
i sn act intelligently in regard to an appropriation. Of course it 
the House sees fit to differ with me in regard to it there is NO one 80 
ready to acquiesce in its judgment as myself ; but of w hom is it 
required except of the Committee on Appropriations itself to state 
acl reasons that in their judgment they think right in regard to 
nestions of this sort ? ore 
“1am satisfied, sir, that we have jurisdiction of this subject, and 
whatever may have been the precedents, whatever the Committee 
on the Territories may have done in this regard heretofore, I do not 
know; but I think that no member of the House can doubt that ap- 
propriations for the Territories have depended on the Committee on 
\ppropriations for their report and introduction. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin stated that I had no opposition to this measure upon 
the score of its merits. I have none; because it would be presump- 
tion on my part to declare either for or against the bill without ex- 
mination. With a view of testing the sense of the House in regard 
to this question, I now renew the motion to strike out the enacting 
1 clause. 
The question was taken ; and on a division there were ayes 21, noes 
not counted. 
So the motion to strike out the enacting clause was not agreed to. 
Mr. BAGLEY. I move that the bill be laid aside, to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 
The motion was agreed to; there being, on a division—ayes 104, 


"2 
noes oF, 












LAW LIBRARY FOR WYOMING TERRITORY. 


[he next businesson the Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 1201) mak- 
ing an appropriation for the purchase of a law library for the use of 
the courts and the United States officers in the Territory of Wy- 
ming. 
ec (Mr. BAGLEY. This bill is precisely like the one which the House 
has had under consideration during the last hour. All the circum- 
stances applying to the Dakota bill apply to this case, and I think 
b- it unnecessary to occupy any time of the House, if the discussion has 
heen exhausted on the other bill. 

| move that the bill be laid aside, to be reported to the House with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 

fhe motion was agreed to. 


EXAMINATION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The next business on the Calendar was the following resolution : 


lKesolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds is hereby author- 
ved and directed to send a subcommitteo of its members to the cities of Chicago, 
in the State of Illinois ; Providence, in the State of Rhode Island ; Pittsburgh, in 
the State of Pennsylvania ; Saint Louis, in the State of Missouri; and Louisville, 
in the State of Kentucky, for the purpose of ascertaining the wants and require 
ments of the public service in respect to public buildings in those cities, and re- 
port the same for the information and further action of the House: Provided, how 
ever, That said subcommittee shall not consist of more than five members, and that 
they shall receive no pay or allowance for such service except mileage, as now 
allowed by law to Senators and Representatives in Congress in going to and re- 
of turning from said cities. 


Mr. REAGAN. I move to lay aside that bill in order that we may 
proceed to the consideration of the next business upon the Calendar. 

Mr. SAYLER. In order to terminate this question, and it seems to 
me the House ought to terminate it very readily, for there is no possi 
ble necessity of subcommittees visiting these cities, I move that the 
resolution be laid aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 

wendation that it be not agreed to. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REMOVAL OF OBSTRUCTIONS FROM THE MISSISSIPPI AND OTHER RIVERS. 


ler The next business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 2479) for 
‘ae removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, 
and Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the public property, (re- 
ported as a substitute for House bills Nos. 1904 and 2043, tor the re- 
moval of obstructions from the Mississippi and other rivers;) which 
Was read a first and second time. 
rhe tirst section of the bill appropriates the sum of $40,000, to be 
‘xpended under the direction of the War Department, for the removal 
ot snags and other obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, and 


Arkansas Rivers, and for the preservation of the Government vessels 
in that service, 











re- The second section appropriates $6,000, to be expended under the 
: direction of : : : 

‘te arection of the War Department, for the purpose of opening the nav- 

ble ‘gation of Red River above Shreveport, in the State ot Louisiana, and 
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keeping said navigation open and free from rafts, and for the purpose 
of preserving the vessels and boats of the United States employed in 
that work. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to occupy the time of the House for a few 
moments only in calling the attention of the House to what I con 
cede to be a necessity for pressing this bill, In 1866 there were ap 
propriations made for the improvement of rivers and harbors of the 
country. The amount appropriated in that bill for improving the 
navigation of the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers 
was much below the amount usually appropriated for those streams. 
While $100,000 was appropriated to the three rivers first named, by 
the terms of the bill but $00,000 could be expended on the Mississippi 
River proper. No appropriation was made for this purpose this year, 
and the appropriation before made has been exhausted, 

The shipping interests on the Mississippi River have come before 
Congress and have brought to the attention of the Committee on 
Commerce evidence of the injury now being done to the commerce 
of that river. They have presented to us the report of the engineer 
in charge, the report of the Chief of Engineers, together with a let 
ter from the Secretary of War. ‘Those papers all show the necessity 
for an appropriation for the temporary preservation of the boats of 
the United States employed in removing snags and other obstruc 
tions from these rivers, and for the temporary removal of obstruc 
tions to havigation. 

Those who are not accustomed to consider the extent of the injury 
to the commerce of the country resulting from obstructions in these 
rivers can hardly realize the amount of that injury. I have before 
me a very full statement—it is a newspaper statement, but still one 
of details—showing that the loss of property on the western waters 
during the year 1577 was 35,350,000, and that soventy porsons lost 
their lives. 

If 1 were to select the point upon all those waters where the great 
est loss of property is sustained | would select the portion of the 
Mississippi River between Saint Louis and Cairo at the mouth of the 
Ohio. That portion of the riveris shallow; snags are to be found fre 
quently imbedded in the river upon which wrecks oceur, which them 
selves form obstructions which cause other wrecks, ‘There is a place 
not far from Cairo which is called the “ steamboat grave-yard” be 
cause of the frequent wrecks and destruction of vessels and the 
great loss of property and life there, That is a portion of the Missis 
sippi River for the improvement of which this appropriation is ot the 
most vital necessity. 

A day or two since, when this subject was before the House for con 
sideration, 1 caused to be read the letter of the Chief of Engineers 
and the letter of the Secretary of War, in which they urge the neces 
sity of this temporary appropriation. The Committee on Commerce 
was satisfied that this appropriation was necessary and proper 

If it be said that we should wait until the regular river and harbor 
bill is prepared, my reply to that is that we are now advised that 
more injury is resulting each month to private and public interests 
than the whole of the appropriation here asked for amounts to. The 
Government has upon the Mississippi River five steamboats employed 
in the removal of these obstructions. They were built at a cost of a 
half million of dollars, and are now lying there idle with one watch 
man on each of them. According to the evidence before the Com 
mittee on Commerce they are suflering material injury and deteriora 
tion for want of use. We are advised that the Government is likely 
to lose, during the current fiseal year, in the injury and deterioration 
of these vessels, nore than the amount of this appropriation 

This is about all I feel called upon to say to the committee in rela 
tion to the appropriation of $40,000 for the Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Arkansas Rivers. ‘The Secretary of War and the Chef of Engineers, 
together with the engineer in charge, asked for an appropriation of 
$60,000, We have cut the estimate down to $40,000, 

1 have not said all I wish to say upon the subject of waiting for the 
passage of the regular river and harbor appropriation bill. ‘that bill 
will not be regularly taken up in the Committee on Commerce until 
the first Tuesday in February. It will then require considerable 
time before the bill can be matured and reported to the House. If 
we succeed in passing the bill through the Llouse it must then go to 
the Senate and wait for the action of that body. It is not likely to 
become a law before the end of the present fiscal year. We are ad 
vised that during the time that would elapse before the passage of 
that bill very material injury will result to the commerce of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley. 

In relation to the appropriation of $6,000 for the Red River, we 
are advised by very full testimony, the statements of the Chamber 
of Commerce of New Orleans, of the board of underwriters, and 
other commercial authorities there, and of members of Congress from 
that State, as well as the engineer in charge of the work on the Red 
River raft, that the navigation through that raft has been obstructed 
by what they term “jams,” formed by logs or trees that have floated 
down the stream and that block up the passage through the raft. 

It will be remembered that the Red River is one which has re 
ceived a great deal of consideration from this Government. There 
has been an expenditure of much money and a great deal of labor in 
order to cut a channel through the raft of the Ked River many miles 
in length and of a sufficient width to afford navigation upon that 
river. Where the channel was cut through the raft navigation is 
now being interrupted by jams of logs. The appropriation for that 
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river has been exhausted, and the river above the raft is now closed. 
The engineer calls for an appropriation of $10,500 for the purpose of 
removing these jams and taking care of and preserving the steam- 
boat and crane-boat employed in this work, which he reports are 
suffering materially for want of proper care. 

The Committee on Commerce, after investigating this subject, have 
determined in this case, as in the other, to cut down the estimate and 
to appropriate $6,000 only, instead of the $10,500 asked. We do so 
with the hope that thisamount, small as it is, will afford that tempo- 
rary relief which will tide us over the first part of the season and 
remove temporarily the obstructions until the regular river and har- 
bor billcan become a law. 

I will not detain the House by calling attention more particularly 
to the testimony, though I have it in my hands. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I do not mean to antagonize the special 
bill of my friend representing the Committee on Commerce. But I 
do not sympathize with the objurgatory remarks of my colleague [ Mr. 
TOWNSEND, of New York] in regard to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, because they challenge certain appropriations—— 

Mr. REAGAN. I have not yielded the floor. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I supposed the gentleman had concluded. 

Mr. REAGAN. No. sir. It is suggested by one of my colleagues 
on the committee that I had better submit and have read by the Clerk 
some of the printed papers in relation to the Red River work. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to ask the gentleman whether this bill has 
been printed. 

Mr. REAGAN. It has not been. I ask the Clerk toread the paper | 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Want DEPARTMENT, | 
Washington City, November 16, 1877. 


Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information and action of 
the Committee on Commerce of the House of Representatives, areport of the Chief 
of Engineers United States Army, relative to obstructions in Red River, above 
Shreveport, with a copy of a report by Captain W. I. H. Benyaurd, Corps of En 
gineers, and of telegrams from the president of the New Orleans Cotton Exchange, 
and others, on this subject. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 


GEO. W. McCRARY 
Secretary of War. 
lo the SPEAKER of the House of Representatives 


OFFICE OF THE Curler OF ENGINEERS, 
Washington, D. C., November 14, 1877 

Sir: In obedience to the instructions contained in your indorsement of the 9th 
instant, returning the telegram of W. C. Black, president of the Cotton Exchange 
of New Orleans, and others, relative to the blockade of the Red River above Shreve- 
port, I beg leaye to state that Captain W. H. H. Benyaard, the officer in charge 
was directed to take immediate steps for the removal of the existing obstruction, 
and to submit a report and estimate of the amount that will be required to provide 
for rewoval of other obstructions that will probably occur during high water 
in the river, &c. His report has just been received, and a copy is herewith sub- 
mitted 

It will be seen that he estimates the amount necessary to work the steamer and 
crane-boat for seven months at $8,400; amount to work her occasionally, as neces- 
sity may require, at $1,200; and amount required for taking care of the valuable 
property belonging to the United States for the same period or during the remain- 
der of the fiscal year, $2,100 

In view of the importance of the interests involved and of the necessity for being 
fully prepared to remove the obstructions as they occur, itis respectfully suggested 
that the matter be submitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, in 
order that the Committee on Commerce may be advised of the condition of affairs, 
and make such provision by appropriation of funds as in its judgment may be 
required 

It is perhaps proper to state in this connection that the application of the avail- 
able funds to the removal of the existing obstruction leaves nothing for the care 
of the valuable property of the United States during the remainder of the current 
fiscal year. 

Copies of telegrams from W. C. Black and others and William Robson and 
others are transmitted herowith. 

By direction of Brigadier-General Humphreys, and in his absence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN G. PARKE, 


Major of Engincers. 
Hon. Gro. W. McCrary, 


Sceretery of War. 
UniTep STATES ENGINEER'S OFFICE, 
Memphis, Tennessee, November 10, 1877. 

GENERAL: In accordance with your telegram of this date I beg to submit the 
following in regard to the funds required to prevent the occurrence of jams in Red 
River, Louisiana, and also for the care and protection of the steamers and other 
property until close of fiscal year. 

The season is now upon us when we may look for high water in Red River and 
its tributaries, and consequently for — blockades of the river on account of 
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| the season, taking out the boats only when absolutely necessary, "1 


JANUARY 16. 


likelihood of its being so. Atall other times the boats can be laid up, the o- 
&c., discharged, retaining only the captain and watchmen. I can then | + - 

bridge-tender at Fulton, on the upper river, give notice to those at Shreveport a 
telegraph, of the passage of drift, and we can thus make preparations ~ 
necessary operations. Under these circumstances I deem that I could ¢ 


¥ 


10r } 


© throug 
With about on, 
half the above sum, or $4,200. With these funds I also take care of t Seat ene 


he steamer 
and other property, for lam compelled, anyhow, to keep a small force ee 





for that pur 
pose. 

For taking care of the property alone, which consists of two steamers. ors, 
boat, flats, &c., I submit the following : ee 
Se I ER ns ncn shewnneenddbutebeticoces cocasdteness tatsece s el 
One day and two night watchmen, at $40 per month each ~ 
Se I a ee beacanusiseunena... oe 

i i) 2 i ccnidbeh bee akbutiiedstende = a 
NID hccwuinds ddu binoes Kimaebsbenbebasecs sucess oan 
I keep the captain because circumstances might occur that the fleet might be 


called into commission at any time. 

With the funds that I reported as being on hand, namely, $800, it would have jee, 
——— to keep him. My intention was to have discharged him for the seasoy. 
and retaining only the watchmen, and giving up all idea of having the hoa, 
brought out for work until funds were appropriated for that purpose. My estima:, 
generally for the year, for removing jams, is from $10,000 to $12,000, inclading 1: 
ing care of property. ao 

After removing the jam which your telegram directed me to do, I estimate tha 
I will have $200 remaining, to take care of the property pertaining to the work and 
which has cost the Government thousands of dollars. ; 

You will therefore see how absolutely necessary it is to have funds for the par 
pose. 


RECAPITULATION OF ESTIMATES. : 
Steamer Florence and crane-boat, seven months 


. . a a anes $8. 40" 
Steamer Florence, occasionally ...... ...........2cece secees 428 
Taking care of property, seven months ...........22 2c cee cece ec cececccccccs 2 1% 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. H. BENYAURD 


; : Captain of Engineers 
Brigadier-General A. A. HUMPHREYs, ' 


Ohief of Engineers U. 8. A., Washington, D. 0. 





{Copy of telegram. ] 
NEW ORLEANS, November 5, 1877 
To Hon. E. Joun Evus and R. L. Gipson, 
United States House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Raft formed above Shreveport, in Red River; complete blockade to navigation 
This city largely interested in its immediate removal. Please urge Secretary 
War to prompt action. 

W. C. BLACK 
President Cotton Exchange 
JAS. A. AIKEN 
President New Orleans and Red River Transportation Company 
A. SINNOTT 
M. W. JOYCE 


(Copy of telegram.} 
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, November 5, 187 
To Hon. J. B. ELAM, Washington, D. C.: 

Heavy rafts now obstruct jhe river above Shreveport, greatly impeding the 
gation, and consequently the commercial interests of this sectfon. Major Ben i 
has no means with which to effect its removal. We ask you to join Messrs. Ginsoy 
and E.uis in urging the honorable Secretary of War to immediately order its r 
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the vast quantities of drift-wood brought down from the upper river. In some | 


seasons it is necessary to keep a boat patrolling the river, through that portion 
known as the “ raft region,"’ during the entire period of high water, while at other 
seasons the boat is used only to break occasional jams. The high water of this 
year has come upon us somewhat earlier than usual, standing to-day at Shreveport 
only about tive feet below extreme high-water mark. From this time until spring 
or early summer I think we will have a good stage of water, alternately rising and 
falling, cach rise bringing its quota of logs, drift, &c., from the upper river. We 
may therefore look for the constant recurrence of jams, obstructing, if not breaking 
up, the navigation of Red River above Shreveport. A telegram from this latter 
place to-day intorms me of asteamer being above the jam which you have just 
ordered me to remove. 

Sinee the length of the period of high water is very uncertain, and also the 
amount of drift that will run, causing the formation of jams, it is difficult to esti- 
mate precisely the amount of money required. 

If the steamer Florence, with one crane-boat, be employed during the entire pe- 
riod, the expenses will be per month $1,2)0, and for seven months $8,400. It may, 
however, not be necessary to keep tho boats in commission the whole time, but 
only take them out upon information that the river is jammed or that there is a 


WM. ROBSON. 
N. vREGG, 
President Ootton Exchange 
GREGG & FARD. 
J.M HALLINGSWORTH 
k. H. LINDSAY, 
Vice-President Cotton Exchan 

J. H. JARDAN, 

Agent New Orleans and Red River Transportation Company 


Mr. REAGAN. I now send to the desk, and ask the Clerk to read, 
a letter of the Secretary of War in regard to the necessity of an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Arkansas Rivers. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Wak DEPARTMENT, _ 
Washington City, December 10, 187 
The Secretary of War has the honor to transmit to the House of Repre aenta 
tives, for the information of the Committee on Commerce, a communication from 
the Chief of Engineers, dated the &th instant, calling attention to the necessity for 
a further appropriation for the improvement of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Ar 
kansas Rivers for the current fiscal year. et 
It will be seen from the report of the Chief of Engineers that after the 2th a 
January next there will be no funds left forthe protection and care of the property 
belonging to the United States, valued at half a million of dollars; the necess!!) 
for early action is therefore apparent. 
tespectfully submiited. a 
GEORGE W. McCRARY 
Secretary of War 
The SPEAKER of the House of Representatives. 





OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEEDS, 

Washington, D. C., December 8, 1 

Str: I beg leave to invite attention to the existing condition of the work for t 
improvement of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas Rivers, for which an 8 
propriation of $100,000 was made by the river and harbor act of August 14, Is b 
Of this’sum, $10,00) was required by the act to be expended for removing the © 
at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and $40,000 on the Missouri River, including impto™' 
ments opposite Saint Joseph, Missouri, and at Nebraska City, leaving $50 (00 © 
be a to removing snags from the Mississippi River, which has been €x 
vended. Not 
. The $40,000 required by the act to be expended on the Missouri River ws allot 

ted as follows : 


5 on 
To improvement at Nebraska City -.............-.--20+seeeeeseeeer cert = 000 
To improvement of the river opposite Saint Joseph . -....----- . -* ’ 


For surveys at Omaha, Council Bluffs. Plattsmouth, Brownsville and 


; 00 
A inna cqaves cnnanstent . 5, 00 
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. remainder to working one swag-boat for one month and care of the val- 
And the a ‘pot in use, The whole amount appropriated will be exhausted by 
uable pr) cnuary next, and from that date there will be no funds left for the 
the 25th * and care of the property belonging to the United States valued at half a 

ol . . 

‘ oe ee onteeas I feel it to be my duty to submit the matter for con- 
» with the recommendation that it be anes to Congress for the in- 
on of the Committee on Commerce, in the hope that means may be provided 
-ving on the important work of removing obstructions from ther ivers named. 
n of $60,000 will be required for the resumption and prosecution of the 
i] the close of the current fiscal year. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 








A. A. HUMPHOREYS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. 
ton GEoRGE W. McCrary, 

— Secretary of War. 

Mr. REAGAN. I now yield to my colleague on the committee, the 

wentleman from Missouri, [Mr. REA. ] 
“Mr. REA. This bill has been reported by the Committee on Com- 
merce after thorough and mature deliberation. The committee did 
vot fail to consider fully the objections in ordinary cases to reporting 
spe ial bills in advance of the general appropriation bills. But this 
measure rests upon a special ground—the great necessity for an early 
appropriation, which has been well stated by the chairman of the 
committee. It has been shown clearly to the Committee on Com- 
merece that the loss which the Governmert would incur between this 
‘ime and the period when the general river and harbor appropria- 
tions could be made available would largely exceed the amount pro- 
nosed to be appropriated in this bill. The appropriation of $40,000 
for the snag-boat service upon the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkan- 
«as Rivers will save to the Government bet ween this time and the time 
of the passage of the general river and harbor bill a large amount in 
excess of what the bill proposes to appropriate. 

The House should remember that these rivers are the great com- 
mercial arteries of the country ; that the Mississippi River drains the 
great interior of the Republic; that it is the great navigable com- 
mercial water-course upon the continent, and that there annually 
floats upon its waters a commerce greater in value than all the for- 
eign commerce of the whole country. By the obstructions existing 
in that river life and property are being continually endangered. 
The five boats which the chairman of the committee [Mr. REAGAN] 
has mentioned are now lying tied up at the wharf; and in view of 
the magnitude of the interests which the bill seeks to promote, it is 
necessary that the measure be passed promptly. It has been re- 
ported, I repeat, after thorough examination; the committee having 
considered all the bearings of the measure in connection with the 
general subject and with reference to future legislation. 

Mr. REAGAN. I now yield five minutes to my colleague on the 
committee, the gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. DUNNELL. ] 

Mr. COX, of New York. Does the gentleman from Texas intend 
to allow debate on the other side of this question ? 

Mr. REAGAN. We will allow general debate, if it be desired. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Mr. Chairman, I do not desire to occupy the at- 
tention of the committee more than a few moments. It ought to be 
distinctly understood by the Committee of the Whole that this ap- 
propriation bill does not come here in the ordinary way. It comes 
here because of a special report made by the Secretary of War to 
Congress and submitted to the Committee on Commerce by order of 
the House. By the report already read in the hearing of the House 
it isshown that the peculiar condition of affairs on the Mississippi 
River made it absolutely necessary that Congress should adopt 
promptly some measure of relief. An appropriation of $60,000 was 
asked for, but the committee believed that the great objects of the 
bill might be reached by appropriating the sum of $40,000. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. REA] has just called attention 
to the great importance of maintaining unobstructed the navigation 
of the Mississippi River. Last year, notwithstanding the use of the 
snag-boats, over four million dollars’ worth of property was lost 
upon that river, and the Government of the United States itself lost 
over $300,000 by reason of the snags existing there. 

This great river must be in the future taken care of; the snags 
must be cleared out from year to year in order that this great stream 
may do the work it is capable of doing for the commerce of the whole 
northwestern country. The improvement of the Mississippi River is 
the only case that the Secretary of War brings before Congress in a 
special report. 

_ We have, as has been stated by the gentleman from Missouri, snag- 
oats costing half a million dollars now lying at anchor. Those 
suag-boats when not in use will deteriorate in value. Their machinery 
will be injured by neglect, and it is estimated that the actual loss to 
the boats during the coming year will not be less than $25,000. There 
‘s that much of actual loss to the Government if we fail to make this 
‘ppropriation. If the appropriation be made now we need make less 
4ppropriation when we come to report the general bill for the next 
liseal year. The engineer department will ask to have appropriated 
$0,000 for the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas Rivers for next 
year. If we appropriate what is here asked, so much less will be re- 
ported in the general bill of the present session. We will not, there- 
fore, lose anything, but on the contrary will save just this much from 
the amount ultimately to be required for the preservation of this 
wee amount of valuable property belonging to the Government. 
® shall also meet a great commercial necessity. 
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Mr. REAGAN. I yield now for five minutes to the gentleman from 
Missouri. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Chairman, I introduced the original bill 
providing for an appropriation for this purpose. I am fully per- 
suaded the amount I asked was not too much, but the committee did 
not agree with me, and I cheerfully submit to the action of the com- 
mittee. 

It is very important this appropriation should be made at the pres- 
ent time. There is no telling how much property and how many 
lives will be lost before the general bill can pass. I am informed, 
although I do not vouch for the truthfulness of the statement, that 
$320,000 have been lost to the Government alone within the last year 
because of the want of an appropriation of this character. I will 
say that within the last six months two steamboats owned by the 
Government, loaded exclusively with Government freight, without 
one dollar of insurance upon them, have been sunk in these rivers, a 
complete and entire loss to the Government. The Secretary of War, 
whom we all look upon as a just and honest man, and the Chief of 
the Engineer Corps of the Army came here and asked this appro- 
priation be made at once for the improvement of these rivers. As 
has been already said, these snag-boats are tied up to our shores while 
these rivers are full of snags, and navigation and commerce have 
practically ceased because of those obstructions. Millions of money 
as well as many precious lives have been sacrificed in past years to 
keep open the navigation of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, and 
there are so many interests dependent upon them that this Congress 
should never consent to that navigation being closed. 

Not to make the appropriation now is to surrender those rivers to 
a few snags and a few logs, which impede navigation to such an ex 
tent that they have at this season almost banished commerce from 
these rivers. 

I thinkif this small appropriation be made by this House, the Gov 
ernment will be reimbursed ten-fold—ay, a thousand-fold—in the sav 
ing of lives and property. I appeal, therefore, to this House, liberal 
minded as I know it is, to make this appropriation at once in favor 
of our commerce. It is, as I have said, recommended by the Secre 
tary of War and by the Chief of the Engineer Corps of the Army. 

The amounts asked for now to carry on these works of pressing 
necessity are to be deducted from the general appropriation bill; so 
the Government does not make an extra appropriation, as termed by 
some gentlemen on this floor. It will enable the Seeretary of War to 
use the five snag-boats now tied up to the shores at Saint Louis. 
The probability is that we will have an open winter, which will cause 
open rivers. If the snag-boats are called into active service at once 
under this appropriation, hundreds of snags will be removed, which 
otherwise would and do block those streams. I ask this House to 
stand by the report of the committee, the request of the Secretary of 
War, and Chief Engineer of the United States. These are not use- 
less appropriations. Commerce demands them. Snags are almost 
blockading those rivers, and if permitted to accumulate by an appa- 
rent economy thev will sooner or later blockade them and destroy 
the tonnage of our rivers. Steamboats are almost a thing of the past 
now, ulthough the cheapest vehicles commerce ever used. Railroads 
and snags and sand-bars have laid them to rest “as the wonder of 
the hour.” 

Mr. REAGAN. I now yield for three minutes to the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

Mr. COLE. To those members of this House who live upon the 
great rivers for the care of which this temporary appropriation is now 
asked, though but temporary, it is of paramount importance to their 
constituents and the marine of the interior West and all those subsidi- 
ary interests which are connected therewith. I beg to say that these 
snag-boats have been for some time, and are at this moment, lying 
idle at the wharves, and I am informed that very soon there will not 
be funds by which even the watchmen in whose eare they are can be 
paid, while of course the great object for which they were built by 
the people’s money is wholly ignored, while the money of the people 
invested in steamboats and barges is put in hourly jeopardy. 

I hope this House will not retuse this moiety asked for the purpose 
of taking care of this valuable property in snag-boats, as well as the 
interests of the vast internal marine commerce which it is designed 
to protect. 

By passing this appropriation we are likely to save to the people a 
hundred times more than the amount asked for, besides the preserva- 
tion of life; and of this property we may save directly to the Govern- 
ment itself, which being its own insurer, always has large amounts 
at risk upon these rivers. As late as the 18th of May last the steamer 
J. Donald Cameron struck one of these snags and both boat and cargo, 
belonging to the Government and valued at $80,000, were a total loss. 
I feel assured that these interests are too great and that this House 
will cheerfully grant the aid asked for by the committee having them 
in charge. 

Mr. REAGAN. I now yield to the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. ELAM. I intend only to speak in relation to the appropria- 
tion provided for in the second section of this bill. That appropria- 
tion is asked at this time for the reason which I will state. This is in 
what we call the raft region of the Red River. The raft was removed 
in the last year or two. There are snag-boats and steamboats there 
that are expected to be put and kept in operation by this appropria- 
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tion. The channel of the river there is much narrower than above 
or below and driftwood is constantly floating, and in the absence of 
the employment of these vessels jams are made, and in a short time 
more would be lost by the Government than is asked for by this ap- 
propriation if it undertook afterward to keep this part of the river 
permanently clear. There are telegrams from the Cotton Exchange, 
telegrams from Shreveport to myself, that make this apparent. An 
amount of $140,000 or $150,000 has been expended by the Govern- 
ment already in removing that portion of the Red River raft above 
Shreveport, on the Arkansas and Louisiana line. If snag-boats are 
not kept in operation in time of high water, the accumulations of 
great rafts are reformed and the money that has been expended will 
be lost. That is all I have to say. 

Mr. REAGAN. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from New 
York, {Mr. Cox. ] 

Mr. COX, of New York. I do not propose to oppose this bill as a 
specific measure. I oppose it as premature. Gentlemen are very anx- 
ious for a bill of this kind to pass now. I notice that whenever 
money is to be taken from the Treasury there isanemergency. Gen- 
tlemen are very anxious to break into the Treasury on the instant 
now, almost as anxious as to get removed the taxes on whisky and 
tobacco manufacturers by which the Treasury is replenished. 

Gentlemen on the other side and my honorable colleague [ Mr. TowNs- 


| 
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| 
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now for this purpose and that Government property is being oo, 
ficed to an amount greater than the amount of this appropri rt 
which is required for temporary relief. ~ 

On the question whether there is a hell or not, that came 
discussion between the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Cox 
gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. DUNNELL,] I am rathe 
side, but the idea of giving $2,500,000 to remove 
Gate is a little more than I like. 

But now, when we come to deal with this question, let me say th»; 
this is no part of the regular appropriation bill for the year eydin. 
June 30, 1879. ‘There is an appropriation already for this year. Thi, 
is an appropriation to supply an amount which can be made sery <M 
able in preserving public property upon these rivers. I will now yj 
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| for a moment to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFreLp 


END ] especially complain of the Appropriations Committee or of some | 


of its members for opposing these irregular appropriations. My ob- 
jection to that committee is not in that direction, The House should 
hold them responsible and accountable for these appropriations. It 
is their business, their duty; and the aggregate of appropriations at 
the end of the session they must shoulder. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I want to say a single word on this bill, J; 
were a part of the amount for the ordinary improvement of rivers aya 
harbors, I would certainly oppose action upon it in advance of the 
regular bill for that purpose ; but the raft in the Red River is entirely 
outside of all our experience or all the experience of the work 
as I know, in the navigation of rivers. 

I am not very well acquainted with the early history of this raft, as to 
when Congress was first called upon to act in regard to it, but I neve; 
heard of atime so far back in congressional legislation when the raft 
ip the Red River was not referred to in the discussion of the im. 
provement of rivers and harbors. I believe that it existed when th 
country was discovered. Iam told that trees have been found grow 
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| ing from the vegetable mold, which had formed upon that raft suf 
| ficient for the growth of trees at least three feet in diameter. T), 


Mr. SPARKS. How can they do that if the other committees bring | 


5 


appropriations before the House ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes, sir; if these gentlemen can bring in 
separate and special bills in the anticipation of a deficiency, how can 
the Committee on Appropriations be held responsible? But 1 want 
to hold them to their responsibility. They should be held to it more 
stricfly than we have already held them to it this session. I listened 
in vain for the voice of my friend from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] to de- 
nounce the $150,000 given for the Paris sham exposition. I looked in 
vain for the opposition of the committee to other matters of appro- 
priation. I want them to oppose all such separate, all such super- 
fluous work. 

Mr. BLOUNT. If the gentleman from New York will allow me, I 
will say that I was following his lead on that occasion and in the 
same line. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman simply voted with me; 


but where was the eloquence of Georgia on that occasion? [Laugh- | 


ter.] Where was the Appropriations Committee? My complaint is 
that they are not lynx-eyed enough, not vigilant enough. They 
should be careful to cut off from all other committees the right and 
power which has been delegated to them by the House. 

I know that when bills of this nature are reported by committees 
and are called up in the House they have to stand upon their own 
bases. Now when it comes to a river and harbor bill there is a great 
deal of omnibus arrangement. If one section does not get so mach, 
the other does not get so much. When one section gets a great big 
appropriation it is likely there will be some trade by which the other 
section gets it, and soon. And when we get all these appropriations 
for various sections together we generally load down the bill and 
kill it—the mest useful part of the business—and another bill, per- 
haps, is brought in with a less amount and characterized by more 
discretion. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I want to ask the gentleman from New York a 
<juestion. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I wish to know if the gentleman from New York 
ever raised his voice when it was proposed to appropriate money to 
clean out Hell Gate. Where was his eloquent voice on that occasion ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I am one of those who believe in hell. 
{ Laughter.| Inever look on that side of the House that I do not 
tind confirmation of my opinion in that respect. I believe that Hell 
Gate is a great necessity ; some people are to go in and some are to 
be kept out. Bat the gentleman from Minnesota made the wrong 
point on me when he said I voted for the Hell Gate appropriation. I 


am not very certain that that appropriation is well made and I voted | 


against the riverand harbor bill that had itin. I ask the gentleman 
if he has ever known anybody more consistent than I am in voting 
against my own local matters? I stand for the country, not fora 
locality. Now the gentleman from Minnesota of course is thoroughly 
answered. I notice that he has entirely acquiesced. [Laughter. ] 

What I oppose in this case is, that in the absence of any great 
necessity and in anticipation only of the want of funds, for they have 
funds enough new to go on with this business, but because the tim- 
ber of certain boats is becoming rotted by the action of the water 
and the sun, or their iron oxydized, they want to make now, before 
the regular bill comes in, an appropriation for this purpose; and 
therefore I desire to wait until the regular bill is reported, so that I 
may look at it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Allow me to state that the reason why this bill is 
reported out of the regular course is that there is no appropriation 


United States, with commendable care, have cut away the obst; 
tion so as to open the way to several hundred miles of naviga)} 
river above it. They are not now attempting to remove this who\; 
block of timber. It is probably practically impossible. What they 
are attempting to do is to keep the cut through the raft clear. Thy 
jams spoken of are temporary blockades of the artificial channel ey; 
through the raft. This temporary jam may be removed by a compar. 
atively small appropriation of money if measures are taken at onc: 
but if permitted to go on and the lumber accumulates in the cnt, |: 
will be impossible to clear it without doing over again all the work 
that has been done. 

This seems to me a special reason why we should make no objec- 
tion to the improvement of the navigation of this great river. Then 
fore I think that we ought to make this an exceptional case. Whik 
lagree with the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] that we ought 
not to divide and scatter the appropriation for these purposes; aud | 
say this with all the more cheerfulness because during the long period 
of the war all the rivers of the South were comparatively neglected 
yet I think in this case we ought to allow this amount to be expended 
in advance of the regular appropriation. 

Mr. REAGAN. I willsay to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gar 
FIELD] that the committee have adopted a resolution that if this 
amount is appropriated it shall be deducted from the regular appro 
priation bill. 

Mr.GARFIELD. If that is done, I do not see what objection ther 
can be to this bill. 

Mr. ELLIS. Will the gentleman from Texas [Mr. ReaGan] yield 
to me for a moment? 

Mr. REAGAN. How much time have I left? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is five minutes of the hour remaining. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will yield to the gentleman for three minutes. 

Mr. ELLIS. I wish particularly to answer the objection made bs 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox,] and to tell him why we 
cannot afford to wait until the regular river and harbor appropra 
tion bill is passed. The Red River above Shreveport is almost the 
sole avenue of commerce, the only way to market for Southwestern 
Arkansas, Northwestern Louisiana, and Eastern Texas. There should 
be at this time passing down that river from fifteen hundred to thirty- 
five hundred bales of cotton and large quantities of grain and many 
cattle each day. The factors of the city of New Orleans have made 
advances upon the crops of that region of country, and this is the 
time when those crops should be moved. 

These rafts which obstruct the navigation of the river have been 
formed by the high water washing timber into the Red River and 
floating it down to the narrow channel of the raft which has been 
described by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, } and through 
which the Government has already cut a channel. The timber there 
stops and forms a raft absolutely closing the river so that a steam 
boat cannot pass. The engineers in their report say that if this is 
neglected the accumulation of timber will be so great by next sul- 
mer that it will require a far greater outlay of money and exertion 
to remove this raft than at this time. vee 

I appeal to this House in behalf of a city whose commerce 1s ruined, 
in behalf of factors disappointed by the failure in great part and the 
low prices of our crops, in behalf of a city whose commerce 1s —_ 
ing, whose business men are almost tottering and adding to the long 
list of failures that day by day casts a gloom over the business pros 
pects of the country—in behalf of them I appeal to this House W ith- 
out opposition to pass this bill. : i 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that this bill be laid aside to be reporte: 
favorably to the House. 
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The motion was agreed to. 7 
Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee now rise and report to 
the House the bills which have been laid aside. 
ion was agreed to. 
Phe committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
hair, Mr. EDEN reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
» of the Union had had under consideration the Union gener- 


e state Ol 


>] particularly sundry bills and a resolution, and had directed 
a oe sort the same to the House, the bills with a favorable and 
it ion with an adverse recommendation, 
LAW LIBRARY FOR DAKOTA TERRITORY. 
st bill reported from the Committee of the Whole was a bill 
H R. No. 789) to appropriate money for the purchase of a law library 
for the Territory of Dakota. 


The question Was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read 


The mot 


} 
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third time. 3 F 
\l. CLYMER. I desire to move to amend the bill so as to make 
anform to the other bills on this subject. The amendment which 
. to make provides that this sum of money shall be expended 
snder the direction of the Attorney-General of the Un ted States. I 
ck the Clerk to read the bill as it will stand if amended asI propose. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

rhat the sum of $2,500 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
ev in the Treaury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by and under 
ction of the Attorney-General of the United States in the purchase of a 
rary forsaid Territory, to be kept at the seat of the government thereof, for 
-of the governor, supreme and district courts, members of the Legislature, 
persons as shall be provided by law, and the sum of $200, or so 
as may be necessary, for the purpose of paying the freight thereon. 


The amendment was agreed to. , 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to make astatementin connection with this 
pill. Gentlemen will remember that when this bill was under con- 
sideration in Committee of the Whole, the statement was made by 
several gentlemen that the appropriations for this purpose had always 
been made upon the report of the Committee on the Territories and 
never upon the report of the Committee on Appropriations. Lest 
there should be a mistake hereafter in reference to this matter, I 
desire to call attention to the sundry civil appropriation bill, approved 
July 15, 1870, in which will be found appropriations for libraries for 
the Territories of Arizona, Idaho, Montana, Utah, and Wyoming. 
That shows that the statement was incorrect that the Committee on 
the Territories have hitherto had jurisdiction of this subject and the 
Committee on Appropriations have not had it. 

lhe bill, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time. 

rhe question was on the passage of the bill; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 142, noes 19. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. BAGLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


fhe latter motion was agreed to. 
LAW LIBRARY FOR WYOMING TERRITORY. 


lhe next bill reported from the Committee-of the Whole with a 
favorable recommendation was the bill (H. R. No. 1201) making an 
appropriation for the purchase of a law library for the use of the 
courts and the United States officers in the Territory of Wyoming. 

he bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BAGLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

hela 


ter motion was agreed to. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

The next business from the Committee of the Whole was the fol- 

ee te ; ‘ : 
lowing resolution, reported with an unfavorable recommendation : 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds is hereby anthor- 
ized and directed to send a subcommittee of its members to the cities of Chicago, 
in the State of Illinois; Providence, in the State of Rhode Island; Pittsburgh, in 
the State of Pennsylvania ; Saint Louis, in the State of Missouri; and Louisville, 
ithe State of Kentucky, for the purpose of ascertaining the wants and require- 
ments of the public service in respect to public buildings in those cities, and re- 
port the same for the information and further action of the House: Provided, how- 
rer, That said subcommittee shall not consist of more than five members and that 
they shall receive no pay or aiiowance for such service except mileage, as now 
allowed by law to Senators and Representatives in Congress in going to and return- 
ing from said cities, 

The resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. SAY LER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
hon was laid upon the table’ and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the tabie. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI AND OTHER RIVERS. 


The next and last bill reported from the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union with a favorable recommendation was the 
bill (H. R. No. 2479) for the removal of obstructions from the Missis- 
sippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preservation 
of the public property. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
lng engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ELECTRICAL ANNUNCIATORS FOR THE HALL. 


Mr. POUND. I desire to enter a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the House yesterday ordered to be printed and laid on the table 
the report of the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds rela- 
tive to electrical annunciators for the Hall of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The motion will be entered. 

PETER ENGELDINGER. 

Mr. SAMPSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2482) for the relief of Peter Engeldinger, late private Company F, 
Eighth Iowa Infantry Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JURISDICTION OF CIRCUIT COURTS. 

Mr. BLISS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2483) relative to the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS L. DALLON. 

Mr. BLISS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2484) for the relief of Francis L. Dallon, late marshal of the 
United States for the eastern district of New York ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


DEATH OF SENATOR BOGY. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPson, cne of its clerks, com- 
municated to the House resolutions of the Senate on the announce- 
ment of the death of Hon. Lewis V. BoGy, late a the 
United States from the State of Missouri. 

The SPEAKER laid the resolutions before the House: 
were read, as follows: 


Senator of 


and they 
IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
January 16, 187 

Resolved, That the Senate has received with profound sorrow the announcement 
of the death of Hon. Lewis V. Boy, late a Senator of the United States from the 
State of Missouri. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect to the memory of Hon. Lewis V 
business of the Senate be now suspended. that his former as 
proper tribute to his public and private virtues. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for the memory of the deceased, the 
members of the Senate will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these resolutions to the House of Rep 
resentatives. 


Mr. COLE. I move that these resolutions lie on the table; and I 
respectfully give notice that on next Wednesday at three o’clock I 
will call them up. 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of objection it will be so ordered. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not wish to object; but as other business has 
already been set for the day named, I hope that the gentleman will 
suggest another day. 


Boay, the 
sociates may pay 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED, 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the 
following title ; when the Speaker signed the same : 

A bill (H. R. No. 2142) to authorize the Secretary of State to affix 
the great seal of the United States to a certain document therein 
stated. 

And then, on motion of Mr. HUBBELL, (at three o’clock and fifty- 
five minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By the SPEAKER: Resolutions of the Union League of Philadel 
phia, Pennsylvania, in reference to the payment of the public debt, 
protesting against legislation looking to a substitution of silver for 
gold in canceling said debt—to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency. 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of L. C. Huck and others, malsters 
and brewers, of Chicago, Illinois, for a specific duty on malt—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BACON: The petition of Mary Larkin, for a pension—to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BANKS: Papers relating to the claim of Adams Express 
Company for the payment of $1,500, notes destroyed by fire—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petitions of Thomas Starr, Elliott E. Swift, 
and 72 others of the First Presbyterian Congregation of Allegheny, 
Pennsylvania; of James Sample and 39 others; of Mrs. W.R. Yeig- 
ler and 51 others; of Rev. Aaron Williams and 8 others; of George 
T. Bradley and 25 others; of James T. Wood and 68 others, citizens 
of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and vicinity, for a commission 
of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafic—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 
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By Mr. BLISS: The memorial of Hon. F. A. Shroeder, Henry C. 
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| the establishment of postal sav.nzs-banks—to the Committee, 


Post-Office and Post-Roads. — 
By Mr. MCMAHON: Papers relating to the claim of Deitrick @),, 

ders—to the Committee of Ways and Means. e 
By Mr. NORCROSS: The petition of C. N. & 8. N. Wheelock. ya, 


| ufacturers of woolens, and of Daniel W. Taft, manufacturer of , 
| meres, at Uxbridge, Massachusetts; of J. S. Lathrop, manufac: 


at Northampton, Massachusetts; and of Elijah Shaw, manufa, 


| of woolens, at Wales, Massachusetts, that tariff duties remajy 


| mittee on the Judiciary. 


Murphvy.S. B. Chittenden, and others, of Brooklyn, New York, for aid 
n the erecting an appropriate monument at Fort Greene, Brooklyn, | 
New York, over the remains of the victims of British cruelty on board 
of the prison ships in the harbor of New York during the revolu- 
tionary war—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

iy Mr. CABELL: The petition of tobacco manufacturers of Dan- 
\ Virg i, for the abolition of tax upon licorice imported—to the 
( e of Ways and Means. 

iy Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of H. D. Owings 
& | of Kentucky, that distillers be allowed to bond whisky for 

ears, and that the tax on distilled spirits of all kinds be re- 
duced to fifty cents per gallon—to the same committee. 

\lso, papers relating to the claim of John F. Walls for compensa- 
tion as an ofiicer in the United States Army—to the Committee on 
Military Affair 

by Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of citizens of Pendleton County, 
Kentucky, fora reduction of the tax on manufactured tobacco—to 


the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey: rhe petition of Garrett Q. Brokan, 
to be reimbursed the amount paid to the provost marshal at Nor- 
folk, Virginia, upon enlisting recruits—to the Committee on War 
Ciaims 

Also, the petition of Raritan Woolen Mills Company, Raritan, 
New Jersey, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly 
examined—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of John Donahue, of Emmett, 
Michigan, for relief in the matter of lands purchased from the United 
States—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of Deborah Reed and other citizens 
of ‘Taunton, Massachusetts, for an amendment to the Constitution 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citi- 
zens on account of sex—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petition of Theodore A. Hopping and 
others, for a post-route from Madison to Afton, New Jersey, and from 
Madison to Hanover, by way of Afton, New Jersey—to the Commit- 
tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DARRALL: The petition of Horatio V. Stansbury, for com- 
pensation for property taken by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of 200 citizens of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against the repeal of the duty on cork—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, remonstrance of 170 citizens ef Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
against any change in the tariff~ to the same committee. 

By Mr. FRYE: Remonstrance of 8. F. Hutchinson and 72 others, 
paper-workers, at Mechanics Falls, Maine, against any reduction of 
the tariff at present—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GOODE: The petition of Mrs. Martha J. Jameson, of Ports- 
mouth, Virginia, that she be indemnified for the loss of a schooner 
loaned by her husband to the United States during the late war and 
destroyed—to the Committee on War Claims 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of J. N. Carpenter, for compensa- 
tion for loss of slaves in the District of Columbia, freed by an act of 
Congress while he was absent from the United States on duty on the 
United States ship Saratoga—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARMER: Resolutions of the Union League, of Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the payment of any por- 
tion of the public debt in other than gold coin—to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. HARRiSON: The petition of pilots, engineers, and masters 
of Chicago, Lllinois, that the charge for license be changed—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Boynton Harbert and other citizens 
of Evanstown, Illinois, for an amendment to the Constitution pro- 
hibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citizens 
on account of sex—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HASKELL: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route between Smithtield, Missouri, and Galena, Kansas—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of Jane C. Dyer, for indemnity for 
the destruction of property by the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claims of Martha A. 
Fishet, Edward T. Preston, John Scott, and Peter Virtz—to the same 
committee, 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: The petition of Walter Aikens, 
manufacturer of screws, at Franklin Falls, New Hampshire, against a 
reduction of the tariff on wood screws—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. JOYCE: Papers relating to the pension claim of William 
H. Parker—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KIDDER: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Oakwood by way of Poinsett to Lake Kampeska, and from 
Gary to Sisseton agency, Dakota Territory—to the Committee on the 
Post-Olfice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. LOCKWOOD: The petition of citizens of Buffalo, New 


York, that the name of Endelia 8. Harmon be placed on the pension- | 


rolls—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


changed until thoroughly investigated—to the same committe; 
By Mr O'NEILL: Remonstrance of workingmen in the chey 
works, Bridesburgh, Pennsylvania, and other workingmen, ays 
the reduction of the tariff and against the reimposition of th: 
tax on tea and cotfee—to the same committee. 
Also, the petition of Cornelia H. Scarborough, of New Hope, P; 
sylvania, for the removal of her political disabilities—to the ( 


By Mr. PATTERSON, of New York: The petition of William Blix 


| for compensation for property destroyed by the United States Ariny 


By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of James Tobin and others, for | 


to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. POWERS: The petition of F. Shaw & Brothers, manufac: 
urers of leather, &c., at Kingman, Maine, that taritf duties rea, 
unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. PUGH: Papers relating to the claim of William D. Stryke; 
to be reimbursed for losses sustained during the late war in payi WW 
United States troops—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. REAGAN: The petition ot Joseph Philipson and 45 others 
of Pennsylvania, for the enactment of laws that will prevent tly 
allowance of unjust rebates and discriminations by railroads—; 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of Mrs. Mary F. McKeever, for ; 
restoration of her pension to $50 per month—to the Committe 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBERTS: The petition of importers of Baltimore, Phila 
delphia, New York, and New Orleans, against increased duties on 
vinegar—to the Committee of Ways aud Means. 

By Mr. SAYLER: The petitions of Ann Ellsworth Hunt, Lydia Aw 
Drake, and other citizens of Sharonville; of Henrietta L. Moor 
Elizabeth G. Bridge, and other citizens of Yellow Springs, al 
Ohio; of Jeanette E. Dunlap, Elizabeth Cross, M. D., and other ci 
zens of Ohio; of A. W. Gleason, W. Wetmore, and other citizens of 
Obio; of Mary B. Taylor, Eliza Phileo, and other citizens of Pola 
aud Russia, New York; of Rosa L. Segur, Jeanette Klinge, and oth 
citizens of Tuledo, Ohio; and of Richard Mott, Ann Mott, and o 
citizens of Toledo, Ohio, for an amendment to the Constitution pro 
hibiting the several States from disfranchising United States 
zens on account of sex—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMALLS: The petition of Nancy Sandifer, tor an increas 
of the amount allowed on her war claim, on account of a mistake in 
stating the claim—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Edward Brooks 
principal of the State normal school, Millersville, Peunsylvania, and 
others, that aid be granied the National Bureau of Education to pro 
mote the diffusion of useful knowledge—to the Committee on Educa- 
tion and Labor. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD: The petition of L. Rambo & Co., manutact- 
ureis of woolens, at Dresden, and of the Glasgow Port Waslingtou 
Iron and Coal Company, at Port Washington, Ohio, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of J. J. Lints—to the Committee 
of Claims. 

By Mr. STEWART: The petitien of citizens on the line of railroad 
known as the Brainard branch of the Western Railroad, Minnesota, 
for relief —to the Committee on Pabsic Lands. ; 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Hennepin, Butler, Meeker, Stevens, 
and Stearns Counties, Minnesota, that the duty on linseed and lin 
seed oil remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means 

By Mr. STRAIT: The petition of Sarah Burger Stearns, of Da 
Luth, Minnesota, for the removal of her political disabilities—to th 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of W.P. Southworth 
and 17 other grocery merchants of Cleveland, Ohio, that the presen! 
mode of co}'ecting duties on sugar be chauged—to the Committee 0 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relating to the establishment of a ) 
route betweeu Shelby and King’s Mountain, by way of Swangstow! 
North Carolina—to the Commiitee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of William K. Seeley and others, 
for the amendment of the bankrupt laws—to the Committee op the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of John N. Sperry, tor a! 
duction of the tax on distilled spirits—to the Committee o! Ways 
and Means. —_ 

By Mr. WLLLIAMS, of Oregon: Papers relating to the claim of &. 
P. Jones—to the Commitiee ou Public Lands. . ; 

Also, the petition of Harriet A. Loughary, of Amity, Oregod, ad 
the removal of her political disabilities—to the Committee on th 
Judiciary. 





IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 17, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D 
rhe Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a draft of a bill 
_nared by the Solicitor of the Treasury, embodying proposed legis- 
ition for the punishment of persons making or having in their pos- 

ion dies, molds, &c., for manufacturing counterfeit coin, with 

mies of letters from the Solicitor of the Treasury, pertaining to 
‘he quatter; Which was referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 2 \ : 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Public 
printer, transmitting the twenty-tifth annual report of the Govern- 
ment Printing Office; which, on motion of Mr. ANTHONY, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting, in accordance with the require- 
ments of the act of Congress providing “for inventories and ac- 
counts of the property of the United States in the public buildings 
and grounds belonging to the United States in the District of Colum- 
bia.” afall and complete inventory of all property belonging to the 
United States in the buildings, rooms, offices, and grounds occupied 
by the Department of the Interior and under its charge; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting for the information of the Senate, in 
accordance with section 4690 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, a report addressed to his Department by Carlisle P. Patterson, 
Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey, showing the 
progress made in the survey of the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts 

ng the year ending June 30, 1877; which was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 


The 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of J. B. Sutton and 96 
others, citizens of Branch County, Michigan, praying for the pass- 
age ofa law granting back pay to pensioners; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Walker MeGraw & Co, and 65 
other business men and firms of the city of Detroit, Michigan, 
praying for the repeal of the bankrupt law; which 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. KIRK WOOD presented additional papers in the case of T. A. 


Walker, former register of the general land office at Des Moines, 
lowa, praying to be reimbursed for the amount of certain moneys 
paid by him tor clerk hire while acting as such register ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, in favor of an appropriation by Congress for a 
survey of Wolf River from Lake Poygan to the mouth of Red River; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Wiscon- | 
si, in favor of an appropriation by Congress tor the erection of a | 


light-house and fog-signal on Stannard’s Rock, Lake Superior; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of a right of way and grant of land for railroad purposes to aid 
in building a road through Northern Wisconsin ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of Lewis, 


Oliver & Phillips and —— other manufacturers of iron, &c., at Pitts- | 
burgh, Pennsylvania, employing thirty-seven hundred workmen ; the | 
petition of Atkins Brothers and other manufacturers of iron, &c., | 


at Pottsville, Pennsylvania, employing six hundred and seventy-five 
workmen; and the petition of the Lehigh Iron Company and other 
manutacturers of iron, at Allentown, Pennsylvania, employing four 
hundred workmen, praying that Congress will take no action con- 


cerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained | 
by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the conntry, | 


and that the nature of the proposed legislation is such asin the 
opinion of practical business men would best promote the restora- 
sae of general prosperity ; which were referred to the Committee on 

Inance, 

_Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of M. D. and A. W. Hodge, of 
North Adams, Massachusetts, remonstrating against the extension by 
Congress of the patent of E. N. Horsford for a pulverulent acid for 
raising bread; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. 
George M. Dutcher, of the District of Columbia, in reference to the 
Bale of intoxicating liquors in this District. I ask that it be read at 
the Clerk’s desk, as it is quite short. 

The memorial was read, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, as follows: 

To the honorable Senate and 
s House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assembled; 
We, your petitioners, humbly state that we are citizens of the United States, 
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vas referred to 





I present the memorial of George W. Wells and | 


S75} 


now temporarily residing in the District of Columbia, and we humbly pray your 
honorable body to make inquiry by what authority the traffic in intoxicating drinks 
is protected and made legal. The Constitu'ion was ordained to establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, and promote the general welfare. The tratlic in in 
toxicating drinks infringes upon these provisions of the Constitution to a terrible 
degree and we again humbly request your honorable body to make inquiry by what 
authority the privileges and enjoyments of the great majority of the people of this 
District are interfered with, and the expressed stipulations of the great law of the 
land abrogated and annulled. We claim that the fruits of this tratlic being evil. 
and that continually, there can be no constitutional right to protect it, and that 
upon the removal of the protection of law by which it is now surrounded it could 
be driven from the community as a common nuisance. 
And we shall ever pray 


GEORGE W. WELLS, 
GEORGE M. DUTCHER. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of Theodore S. Sayre and 
others, citizens of Oneida, New York, praying for the passage of an 
act granting a pension to Colonel Peter Claesgens, of Utica, New 
York ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BARNUM presented the petition of H. R. Knotwell and others, 
of New Haven, Connecticut, policy-holders in the National Capital 
Insurance Company, of Washington, District of Columbia, praying 
for the repeal of the charter of that company; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of Nancy E. McClelland, widow 
of James D. McClelland, late lieutenant in Company B, First Ten 
nessee Infantry, praying for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EUSTIS presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
New Orleans, in favor of such legislative aid by Congress as may be 
necessary to give effect to an international steam postal service, and 
as well to favor the principles of commercial reciprocity and friendly 
intercourse with South America by such modification of our revenue 
duties as may be necessary to give effect to any treaties or conven- 
tion of reciprocity which may be negotiated by the proper depart 
ment of the Government; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memoral of Thomas Standfield and others, 
citizens of Worcester, Massachusetts, manufacturers of machinery, 
remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports and 
against the restoration of the duties on tea and coffee; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of G. P. Whitman and others, citi- 
zens of Rockport, Massachusetts, manufacturers of cotton goods, 


| remonstrating against any reduction of the duties on imports, and 


also against the restoration of the duty on tea and coffee ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I am directed by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to which was referred the petition of William W. Handlin, of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, praying for the passage of a law allowing him 
compensation for services as judge of the third district court of New 
Orleans, to which he was appointed by the governor of that State, as 
he alleges, to report the same with a written report stating the case 
and our opinion upon it, and recommending that the prayer of the 
petitioner be denied. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be printed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the report of the committee be 
adopted. I believe that makes an end of it in such cases. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. MAXEY, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the petition of William Moss, praying to be 
allowed extra compensation for transporting the United States mails 
from Washington, Arkansas, to Clarksville, Texas, under contract of 
July 1, 1854, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which was agreed 
to, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
‘o whom was referred the petition of J. F. Andrews, postmaster at 
Washington, Georgia, praying to be reimbursed for the amount of 
certain moneys alleged to have been lost in the mails, reported ad- 
versely thereon, and the report was agreed to. 

REPORT ON CHINESE 

Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, on the 27th day of February, 
1877, the Senator from California [Mr. SARGENT] submitted the re- 
port of the joint committee of the two Houses of Congress on Chinese 
immigration to the Senate, which was ordered to be printed with 


IMMIGRATION. 


‘the testimony taken by the committee in San Francisco in the months 
| of October and November, 1576. 


On that day the following remarks 
were made by the late Senator from Indiana: 


Mr. Morton. Mr. President, while I agree in great part with what is contamed 


| in the very able report of the Senator from California, yet I do not altogether con 
eur in the views which have been taken in regard to the evidence, and I desire to 


resent my views upon the subject. During the last two months I have absolutely 
coms unable to find time to review the evidence and to prepare anything in the 
form of a report. I ask leave to file my views, as soon as I can prepare them, which 
will be perhaps two or three days after the end of the session. 1 am not able todo 
it now. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Is there objection to the Senator from Indiana filing 
his views in regard to this matter? The Chair hears none. 


The family of the late Senator from Indiana have found among his 
papers a portion of the report prepared by him, some sections of 
which are missing. I now present that report, so far as found, to 
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ceedings. 

Mr. SARGENT. Idonot think it ought tobe printed in the REcorp. 
I think the report ought to be printed in the usual document form 
and sent to the Committee on Foreign Relations. I certainly desire 


to have the views of the late Senator printed, but I do not think | Senator to bind a copy of a document for his personal use. 


they should be printed in the REcorD, as the principal report did not 


the Senate and ask that it be printed in the Recorp of to-day’s pro- 
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have that privilege. I am not aware of the contents of this paper, | 
nor am I aware of any reason why it should be printed in the RecorD. 
It is a bad habit to incumber the Recorp with foreign matter. It is 


a very expensive mode of printing documents of this kind, and the 
debates are obscured, covered up, under a mass of extraneous matter, 
so that itis very difficult to ascertain what the debates are ; it makes 
a very voluminous index, and there are a great many reasons, on the 
score of economy and on the score of propriety, why such matters 
should not go into the Recorp. I have not the slightest objection 
to the document being received and printed, as it would have been 
before if presented by the late Senator while he occupied a seat upon 
this floor. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This not being a document specified in 
the rules, the motion to print must go, upon objection, to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think by unanimous consent it can be printed 
in ordinary document form and referred to the committee which has 
the subject in charge. To that I have no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from New Hampshire 
objec tto that order ? 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I have not myself read the report of the late 
Senator from Indiana, but I am informed by his clerk that it will 
ocenpy but three or four pages of the RECORD, and in that manner it 
can be brought, and brought at once, to the notice of the Senate. I 
do object, Mr. President, to any motion of the Senator from Califor- 
nia which will prevent the report being printed in the Recorpb. 

Mr. SARGENT. It seems to me if what the Senator proposes is 
done the original report ought to go into the Recorp. At best this 
can be claimed to be only a minority report, having no superior priv 
ilege to the majority report. In the language of Mr. Morton which 
was read by the Senator from New Hampshire who has just spoken, 
it seems that these are rather some views sustaining the majority re- 
port although differing upon some points of evidence. If this paper 
is to go into the RECORD, certainly the original repert ought to go 
into the RecorD; and there is objection to both papers being printed 
in the RECORD. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The objection made by the Senator from 
California carries the motion to print to the Committee on Printing. 
It is so referred. 

Mr. WADLEIGH subsequently said: I ask unanimous consent of 
the Senate that the report of the late Senator Morton upon the 
Chinese question be taken from the Committee on Printing, that the 
usual number of copies be printed for the use of the Senate, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of the 
Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair hears none, and that 
order will be entered. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HOWE (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 536) to punish the forcible obstruc- 
tion of interstate commerce by railway; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 


| 





JANUARY 17, 





ber of the Senate or House of Representatives upon the payn 

the actual cost of binding. This law was unnecessary, jy ; 

ment, as the Public Printer already had authority to do so; but +) 
act has been construed as interfering with a practice which a 
always prevailed of the Secretary of the Senate giving an order jp, 


1€nt of 


in my judg. 


As 
ler ¢ 
eT tO g 


. * a re port 
of a committee, or a collection of reports, documents that other. ° 


would be scattered or only found in various volumes. This order 
which comes under the authority of section 3729 of the Revised St. ‘ 
utes, is intended to obviate that difficulty. oe 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. There is no objection to the onde 
but as this subject is now up I desire to ask one question. A fey 
days ago the Senator from Rhode Island, the chairman of the (Com. 
mittee on Printing, introduced a resolution which was passed rely; 


| ing to the binding of documents. I desire to know whether the 


intention of that resolution was that only documents published } 
the Government when they were paid for by a Senator should bp 
bound, or whether it included such documents, the Senator paying 
the cost, as a Senator might want for his private use. What was 
the intention of the order? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The order refers to public documents. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That was an act which came from the Hons 
authorizing the Public Printer to bind any documents for the use of 
any member of Congress, he paying the cost of the same. That act. 
I think, was unnecessary. The law already, I think, allowed him to 
do that, but the Public Printer had some doubts upon the subject, 
and the act was passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The question is, does that resolu. 
tion relate exclusively to public documents? 

Mr. ANTHONY. It only applies to documents printed by order of 
Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It extends only to such documents 
as have been ordered to be printed by Congress? 

Mr. ANTHONY. That is all, or by authority of Congress, as by 
the executive department; that is, public documents. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION REGENTS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move now to take up the joint resolution which 
I submitted yesterday to appoint a Regent for the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint resolution (S. R. No. 15 
filling an existing vacancy in the Board of Regents of the Smithsoniat 
Institution was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It prov 
that the existing vacancy in the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution of the class other than members of Congress shall be filled 
by the appointment of Noah Porter, of Connecticut, in the place of 
James B, Dana, resigned. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, it will be recollected by Senators 
that the Regents of the institution are appointed in two ways, a cer- 
tain namber being appointed by the Speaker of the House, a certain 
number by yourself, and a certain number at large who are appointed 
by joint resolution. There is a vacancy in the board occasioned by 
the resignation of Professor Dana, of Yale College. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. By “joint resolution” means “ by law?” 

Mr. HAMLIN. By law, by joint resolution having the force of law 
The gentleman whose name is in the resolution is the president of 
Yale College, the same college of which the late member who has 
just resigned was a professor. I will say that on consultation with 






| the Regents of the institution we have all unanimously believed that 


introduce a bill (S. No. 537) for the relief of Naval Constructor Theo- | 


dore D. Wilson, of the Navy; which was read twice by its title, and, 


with the accompanying petition, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 


to introduce a bill (S. No. 538) extending the swamp-land act to the | 


States of Nebraska and Kansas; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 539) providing for the classification of mail 
matter and rates of postage thereon; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 540) for the relief of Thomas | 


A. Walker; which was read twice by its title, and, with the papers 
on the files of the Senate, referred to the Committee on Claims. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Nevada, it was 
_ Ordered, That the papers in the matter of the claim of John M. Dorsey and Will 
iam F’. Shepeard be withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

BINDING OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following order: 


Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is hereby, authorized to 


cause to be bound at the Government Printing Office one copy of any public docu 
ment desired by any Senator for his personal use. 


_ Mr. President, an act was passed, approved December 10, authoriz- 
ing the Public Printer to bind any maps, books, or documents pub- 
lished by authority of Congress, upon the application of any mem- 


the gentleman whose name is in the resolution is one most eminently 
fitted for the position. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

BRIDGE IN FORT RILEY RESERVATION. 


Mr. PLUMB. I move to take up Senate bill No.434, reported from 
the Committee on Military Affairs the day before yesterday. There 
is some necessity for the immediate passage of this bill. It author- 
izes the construction of a bridge abutment and approach by the 
authorities of Davis County, Kansas, within the Fort Riley military 
reservation. The matter has been reported upon by the Secretary 
of War and by the Engineer Department favorably. ia 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (8. No. 484) to authorize the 
construction of a bridge abutment and approach within the Fort 
Riley military reservation. It authorizes the Secretary of W ar to 
permit the county commissioners of Davis County, Kansas, in erect- 


| ing a bridge across the Republican River, to construct one abutment 


. eats : ~ ‘ 
| of the same upon land included within the military reservation 0 


Fort Riley, and also to permit the eastern approach to the same to 
be laid out across the reservation ; but such bridge and highway lead 
ing thereto shall always be open to Government transportation free 
of charge, and such point shall be selected for the construction of the 
abutment and approach as shall be mutually agreed upon by the 
county commissioners and the Secretary of War. i 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 


1878. CONGRESSIONAL 


MS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following 
bi Sond joint resolution; in which it requested the concurrence of 
he Senate: 
re pill (HL R. No. 114) 
documents or papers ; ‘ Sas 

4 bill (H. R. No. 789) to appropriate money for the purchase of a 

~ library for the Territory of Dakota; ; 

4 bill (H. R. No. 1074) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
ee the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri ; 

A pill (H.R. No. 1201) making an appropriation for the purchase of 
jaw library for the use of the courts and the United States officers 
in the ferritory of Wyoming ; ; 
“A bill (H.R. No. 1474) further to suspend the operations of section 
-s74 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, title 72, in relation 
to enano islands ; 

; \ bill (H. R. No. 1918) for the relief of Milton B. Cushing, paymas- 
ter United States Navy ; 

"4 pill (H.R. No. 2479) for the removal of obstructions from the 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preserva- 
tion of the public property ; ; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 2481) to retrocede to the commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky jurisdiction to try and punish offenders, except in certain cases, 
for crimes and misdemeanors committed within the limits of the tract 
of land lying near the town of Harrodsburgh in Mercer County in 
said State, purchased by the United States from Christopher and 
Theresa Graham ; and ° ae 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) accepting a painting tendered to 
Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 2142) to authorize and direct the 
Secretary of State to affix the great seal of the United States to a 
document therein stated; and it was thereupon signed by the Vice- 
President. 


to provide for the stamping of unstamped 


law | 


REFERENCE. 
Mr. DORSEY. 
to promote the administration of justice in the District of Columbia. 
| remember distinctly asking that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
on the District of Columbia. I move that that committee be dis- 
‘barged from its consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, where it belongs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


DEATH OF SENATOR MORTON, 


Mr. McDONALD. Mr. President, I send to the Secretary’s desk 
resolutions to be read for information, and to be acted upon by the 
Senate in their proper order, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be read. 

rhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That from an earnest desire to show every mark of respect to the mem- 
ory of Hon. OLIVER P. Morton, late a Senator of the United States from the State 
of Indiana, and to manifest the high estimate ,entertained of his eminent public 
services, his distinguished patriotism, and his usefulness as acitizen, the business 
of the Senate be now suspended that the friends and associates of the deceased 
Senator may pay fitting tribute to his public and private virtues. 

Mr. MCDONALD. 
now adopted. 

The resolution was considered, and agreed to unanimously. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The remaining resolutions will be read. 

rhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. President, I ask that that resolution be 


Rese 

death 

tained 
ltegolved 


ot 


ed, That a wide-spread and public sorrow on the announcement of his 
attested the profound sense of the loss which the whole country has sus- 


Phat as a mark of respect for the memory of Mr. Morton, the mem- 
» Senate will go into mourning by wearing crape upon the left arm for 


y days 


; 1, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to the 
mse Of Representatives. 


‘That, as an additional mark of respect for the memory of the deceased 
tor, the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. McDONALD. Mr. President, on the Ist day of November, 1877, 
in the afternoon, at five o’clock and twenty-eight minutes, my late 
colleagne, OLIVER P. MORTON, departed this life. 

lhe Senate, at the time, took note of his death and manifested its 
: ‘ ct - him by the appointment of a committee to be present at 
8 burial. 

_ The resolutions which I submit to-day for the consideration of the 
Senate are designed to be placed upon the journals of Congress, there 
to remain for all time a record-monument to his memory. 

In moving these resolutions, I do not expect to become his eulogist. 
feel that I am not suited to the task. 

We can all say that by his death a “great name has been stricken 
from the roll of the Senate.” Few, if any, filled so large a space in 
the public mind during the eventful period in our history in which 
i¢ lived. But the mellowing influence of time will have to cast its 
mantle over these events and the prominent part he took in them be- 
fore a political opponent, and especially a citizen of his own State, 
can so far free his mind from the influences engendered by the politi- 
eal strifes as to be just, much less to be able to indulge in the par- 
donable license which sanctions the exaggeration of virtues and high 
quality and hides, as if with a veil, all defects. 


———— 
I introducef on the 10th instant a bill (S. No. 491) 


I find now that it has been referred to the Committee | 


RECORD—SENATE. 


Less than one year ago, when the Senate had under consideration 
the resolutions of the House of Representatives of respect to the 
memory of its late Speaker, Michael C. Kerr, Senator MORTON was 
borne from the Supreme Court room, where he was engaged as a 
member of the electoral commission, to this Chamber to take part in 
the proceedings. On that occasion, speaking of Mr. Kerr, he said: 

We live in a State somewhat distinguished of late years for the bitterness of its 
political contests. While he and I were on different sides, yet our personal rela 


tions were always good, and I now take pleasure in bearing testimony to his mem 
ory. 


These words and this sentiment I can and do fully apply to him. 

OLIVER P. MORTON was a native of the State of Indiana, and was 
was born in the county of Wayne on the 4th day of August, 1823. 
A brief period in the common schools of his native State, four years’ 
apprenticeship at the hatter’s trade, and two short years at Oxford 
College, in the State of Ohio, made up the sum of his preparation to 
enter upon the business of life. Having chosen the profession of 
law, he devoted himself to its study and came to the bar in 1847. 
Had he continued in the practice of his profession it is not to be 
doubted that, with the energy and ability he has displayed in other 
fields, he would have become a leading member init. While he was 
more or less connected with the political controversies of the times, 
it was not until 1856 that he may be said to have entered actively 
into political life, when he became the candidate of what was known 
as the people’s party for governor of the State. 

Before that time, and up to 1854, he had been identified politically 
with the democratic party; but upon the passage of the Kansas 
Nebraska act, by which the Missouri compromise hne was repealed, 
he detached himself from that party and joined in the movement 
which resulted in the establishment first of the people’s and after- 
ward of the republican party. But it was not until 1861 that he 
became generally known to the country. In October, 1860, he was 
elected lieutenant-governor of his State on the ticket with Gov- 
ernor Henry 8. Lane, and upen the election of Governor Lane to the 
Senate, in January following, he became acting governor and con 
tinned to be the chief magistrate of his native State until January, 
1807, when he was elected a Senator from the State to succeed Sena- 
tor Lane in this body. His course and conduct as governor of Indi 
ana during the civil war are so well known to the country and have 
been so much the subject of comment as to make it unnecessary for 
me todo more than refertothem. The energy with which he supported 
and upheld the power of the Federal government in its etfiorts to 
suppress the rebellion won for him the name and title of the “ war 
governor,” and gave him a permanent place in the front rank of the 
public men of the country. 

Naturally combative and aggressive, intensely in earnest in his 
undertakings, and intolerant in regard to those who differed with 





him, it is not strange that while he held together his friends and fol 
lowers with hooks of steel he caused many whose patriotism and 
love of country were as sincere and unquestioned as his own to place 
themselves in political hostility to him. And the political situation 
in Indiana was well expressed by him when he said on the occasion 
I have already referred to: 

We live in a State somewhat distinguished of late years for the bitterness of its 
political contests. 


During the early part of Governor MoRToN’s political career he was 
as distinguished for his physical strength as for his mental ability 
and energy; but in the fall of 1865, almost without warning, he was 
stricken down by partial paralysis, from the disabilities of which he 
never recovered and which gradually but surely carried him to his 
grave. When he entered this Chamber to take his seat as a Senator 
he was enabled to dosoonly by the aid and assistance of others, and 
although unschooled in parliamentary law and without experience in 
the methods and proceedings of deliberative bodies, laboring under 
disabilities that would have induced most men to seek for quiet in re- 
tirement, almost fromthe first day he entered this Chamber he became 
the political leader of his party and maintained that position to the 
last; not that there were not other members of it who were his equals 
in intellect and his superiors in learning, yet there were none who 
possessed his untiring energy, his sleepless industry, and his indom- 
itable will. His loss of physical vigor seemed to have added concen- 
trated power to his mental faculties and to have given increased ac 
tivity to his mental energies, so that it appeared as if the mind was 
acting for both mind and body; and it is most probably true that 
this increase of mental activity and constant oceupation rather added 
to his life by drawing the mind away from dwelling upon the help- 
less condition of his body and the incurable malady that had seized 
upon it. ; 

I shall not undertake to follow OLIVER P. MORTON through his 
senatorial career. He became a member of this body after the re- 
bellion had been suppressed and armed resistance to the Government 
put down, but before the method of dealing with the people of the 
Southern States or the policies that should govern in the re-estab- 
lishment of the Federal authority over the States lately in rebellion 
had been decided upon or adopted. The two modes of what was 
termed a “restoration” of the Union on the one hand, or a “recon- 
struction” of it on the other, were then being actively canvassed in 

| the national councils and before the country. 

| Although in the inception of these questions it was understood 
| that Governor MorTON favored what was known as the restoration 
| policy, yet upon becoming a member of this body, for reasons no 
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: doubt satisfactory to himself, he became the champion of the recon- | Cicero or of Burke had little effect upon the condition of the Rom 

/ : struction policy, and continued to be the advocate of that policy, | or English nation compared with the plain speech and prompt an 
i and the logical results of it, during the remainder of his life. He | of a Cesar or a Cromwell. — 
i 4 


y ' also took a leading part in all the discussions and debate that arose 
in this body from time to time as is fully shown by the records of 
its proceedings. But his labors during the last session of the last 
Congress furnished the most striking illustration of his sleepless 
energy. As chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
it became his duty to direct and control the investigation ordered by | following him to their realization. 
the Senate into the elections in several of the Southern States and As alawyer it perhaps cannot be said that he possessed that sy) 
respecting the Oregon electoral vote. His determined opposition to | tlety in dialectics and that copiousness of technical learning th, 
the electoral bill and his efforts to defeat it are well remembered by | would have made him pre-eminent at the bar in the disposition of 
all who were members of this body at that time. cases arising in the affairs of a conventional state of society ay 
His labors upon the electoral commission during the eventful | complicated system of jurisprudence. ( 
period when it seemed as if the very foundations of our Government | famous French lawyer and statesman, Odillon Barrot, his real strength 
were in danger of being uprooted, are vividly remembered by all. | lay in matters “ which he could lift into public events of paramount 
Physically disabled, yet he was everywhere present; borne to his | importance by referring them to the broad principles on which al] sys. 
committee-room, carried to this Chamber, lifted to his seat in the | tems of social order or policy are based.” In discussions of this charae- 
electoral commission by the strong arms of others, there remaining | ter he had few equals. The graphic clearness of his statements, th, 
4 : into the long, dreary hours of the night, tireless among the tired, | simple directness of his logic, and the sense of his sincere earnestness 
ot pressing on where strong men gave way, he presents a picture that | that he impressed upon his hearers, placed him fairly among the mos; 
may well excite our wonder and challenge our admiration, and for | powerful and successful of speakers. , 
which history furnishes no example. I may, however, be allowed to Like many men of such great and extraordinary gifts and qualities 
say, that in all these things the part he played was intensely partisan. | with usually a most sincere belief in the value of the ends he had in 
To him il may have appeared true statesmanship. In the great con- | view on particular occasions and anjntense desire to attain them 
test then going on it may have seemed to him that the success of his | he was not always careful as to the consistency of the methods of 
party was essential to the welfare of his country. By his own dec- | reaching them or of the harmony of those methods with his previous 
ii laration he opposed the electoral bill because he “did not want to | opinions. The object appearing to him to bea high one, as of justicy 
give up a certainty for an uncertainty.” His action in the commit- | or equal rights, he did not always pause in his pursuit of it to cop. 
tee, and as far as we are able to judge on the electoral commission, | sider whether the path he trod in reaching it was the same with or 
was aimed especially to maintain that vantage-ground; and when | differing from that he had thought the only fit one on some forme; 
success was finally attained it may be said that it rounded up and | occasion. But such inconsistencies were in their nature far from the 
closed his political career. shifting selfishness of the demagogue or the vacillations of weakness; 
The subsequent events of his life were unimportant and will attract | they arose rather out of the very intensity of his belief in the virtue 
but little attention when the history of these times shall have been | and importance of the thing to be accgmplished, which to him mad 
written. the most available reasons and proce: of action the true ones, how- 
That Ottver P. Morton was a great man is conceded by all. In | ever much opposed in the abstract they may have been to opinions 
regard to his qualities as a statesman, men do differ now and always | he had before expressed. Such peculiarities as these, while in many 
will. Butthat he was a great partisan leader—the greatest of his | men they would be vices, were with him almost virtues; for they 
day and generation—will hardly be questioned; and his place in that | were never shown for selfish or personal aims, but always on occa- 
particular field will not, perhaps, be soon supplied. Nowhere will | sions when it appeared to him that the safety of the Republic was at 
his-loss be so severely felt as among his friends and followers in his | stake or the liberties and rights of citizens were in peril. 
own native State. Perhaps the most remarkable period in his career was while he was 
Viewing him simply as a partisan, even his opponents concede that | governor of Indiana, during the darkest days of the rebellion. This 
he possessed many high and generous qualities. If he struck hard | is not the proper occasion to describe in detail the almost insur 
blows, he did not shrink from receiving hard blows in return; and | mountable dangers and difficulties with which he was surrounded 
when the strife was over he was ever ready to extend a hand and to | dangers and ditliculties before which the hearts of many would hav: 
sink, if not forget, the past. And while he never gave up a partisan | sunk, and the efforts of many would have failed. But his brave soul 
wulvantage, he was ever ready to perform a personal act of kindness | seemed to grow stronger as perils increased, and his quickness of 
and friendship to a political adversary as well as to a political friend; | perception and fertility in expedients generally frustrated the plans 
and the undying love and affection of those who stood nearest and | of the enemies of the Republic, and stimulated to greater activity its 
dearest te him in the relations of life attest the warmth and strength | weak supporters and its !ukewarm friends. 
of his own affections. From the arduous and multifarious duties of his executive life we 
And now, Mr. President, that he has gone to his grave, where we 


follow him to this body, in which he took his seat on the 4th of 
all are soon to follow him, if he had faults, let them be buried with | March, 1867. 


him. Let us remember and cherish only those kindly feelings and | 
sentiments which his higher and better qualities inspired. 


Although not wanting in many things which are usually cong, 
ered to be parts of oratorical power, Mr. MORTON’S greater power coy 
sisted in the large possession of the characteristics I have namoeq . 
belonging to natural leaders of men, and in his plain but persy aioe 
modes of impressing his views upon others and the fitness of their 
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Here he found pending problems in legislation, and concerning th 
| future frame-work and nature of the Government, as difficult and 
embarrassing as any perhaps that have ever been experienced bya 
civilized people. Their nature and scope are familiar to us all. 

To their solution Mr. Morton brought a fervent love of that real 
liberty and equality of rights among men that can exist only under 
the security of provisions of fundamental law, and can only be prac- 
tically defended and promoted by the enactment of statutes, and their 
fearless and vigilant enforcement by the judiciary and executive 
power. His voice was always raised in favor of measures looking t 
these ends. To his zeal and vigor in debate the country is much in- 
debted for two of the constitutional amendments and the statutes to 


k Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the tribute I offer to the memory 
i of the late Senator from Indiana tlows from a personal intercourse of 
good will and general sympathy covering the period of his whole ca- 
reer in the Senate, from 1867 to the time of his death, and also from 
the high estimate I have formed of his extraordinary ability and the 
purity and breadth of the purposes of his political life. 

However much he differed with his political opponents, and not in- 
frequently with some of his political associates, the warmest contro- 
versy rarely if ever interfered with the kindliness of his personal 


relations with his fellow Senators. His was one of the natures, not | enforce them that have been made since the close of the war of the 
too common in the world, that could without animosity receive as 


rebellion. Whatever of failure may have occurred in realizing all 
well as give hard blows in debate that with men differently consti- | that true liberty under the law implies cannot be attributed to any 
tuted would long rankle in personal bitterness and dislike. But in | want of interest or active effort on his part. He firmly believed that 
the time allotted to the occasion I must speak of his relations to pub- | there had been a great and beneficent change, a lawful revolution in 
lic affairs rather than of those felicities of character that made his | the form of the Government in the direction of equal rights, as the 
intercourse with his fellow-men in the communications of private life | fair fruit of a revolution that had been attempted in the interest 0! 
a pleasure to all who knew him. slavery and secession; and, to quote the words of the French states- 
The qualities that command the largest measure of material suc- | man to whom I have compared him, he believed that it would be a 
cess in affairs are a clearness of understanding that brings into view | misfortane more real than the woes attending the rebellion itself for 
from the beginning the definite end and the most available processes | those who had failed “to think that there had been no revolution, 
by which it is to be reached, together with that force of will which | for, for this very reason, there may be two instead of one. And in 
is tireless in its persistence and that quickness of decision which | truth, if a revolution without cause is fatally condemned to miscarry, 
utilizes instantly the commanding points in every crisis, that never | the miscarriage is not less infallible for a revolution without effect 
leaves an enterprise waiting upon doubts until the tide that might He was a man of strong passions and great talents, and was, a 4 
have borne it on to fortune has receded and left the nascent victory | consequence, a devoted partisan. He had no faith in that philosophy 
a helpless wreck. Men with such qualities become the founders or | of government imputed to Louis Napoleon when President of France 
saviors of States and systems and policies; and they are the leaders | which led him to suppose that he could dominate all parties by tak- 
of men, not from the intrigues of craft and cunning or the power of | ing ministers who represented none. He did not believe that the 
wealth or rank or the traditions of a family, but from an innate and | present security or the permanent peace of the country could be ob- 
rightful sovereignty in human nature. tained without inscribing the results of the war in the saéred pages 
These qualities are not those essentially necessary to oratory, and | of the Constitution itself, and in enacting and enforcing measures of 
they frequently exist without it. Conspicuous examples of these legislation that, if observed, should make liberty and equal rights as 
differences exist in the history of every people. The finest flights of | great a beneticence as without such protection they would be to the 
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r and downeast a mockery and asnare. So believing and so act- 
p r he was ¢ onsistently conspicuous in his devotion to the ends he 
om » view. In the fields in which his patriotism was exerted it 
may be said of him, as it was of the Knights of Saint John in the 
holy wars: 


» forefront of every battle was seen his burnished mail, and in the gloomy 
¢ every retreat was heard his voice of constancy and of courage. 


ann 
Now when his labors are closed and he has departed from among 
ns. this high body rightly sets apart a day of solemn memorial to his 
. amory that, more lasting than monuments of bronze or of marble, 
wil] remain as long as the records of history endure. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have always entertained the 
opinion that an occasion like this—when the whole Senate, differing 
widely in political opinions, as its members ever have done and ever 
will do, unite in paying tribute to the memory of a deceased brother— 
js not a proper occasion for unmeasured praise on the one hand or 
criticism on the other of his political life. OLIVER P. MORTON was 
too prominent & man in American politics, for nearly a quarter of a 
century, to be forgotten; and his friends and his adversaries may 
safely trust to the sober influences ef time for a correct estimate of 
his politi¢ al character. ; 

In the brief remarks that I shall submit to-day, I shall speak of the 
man, not of the politician. It is true that it is difficult to separate 
the wan from the politician in speaking of OLIVER P. MorToN, for 
he lived and moved and had his being in the atmosphere of politics, 
and in that atmosphere and by its influence his personal traits of 
character were most strikingly developed and sharply defined. In 
any sphere of life he would have been a remarkable man for his abil- 
ity, his energy, his determination, and his industry were all remark- 
able. But practical politics was his true sphere, for in no other occu- 
pation could he have displayed in so signal a manner that quickness 
of apprehension, force of logic, singular audacity, inflexibility of pur- 
pose, and controlling power over the opinions and actions of others, 
by which he was so eminently distinguished and which so well quali- 
fied him to be a leader among men. 

Suffering for years from a painful and hopeless disease that ulti- 
mately terminated his life, we yet saw him, year after year, perform 
an amount of labor from which the most robust man might have re- 
coiled as from a task too heavy to be borne. He evaded no duty 
however onerous ; he asserted his claim to leadership at all times and 
under all circumstances, however great might be the sacrifice of com- 
fort, repose, or health. He was not a scholar in the broad sense of 
the term, and he did not pretend to be. His speeches were distin- 
guished by logical force and earnestness, and not by beauty of ex- 
pression, figures of rhetoric, or classical allusions. He always spoke 
for a purpose and not for show, for he was very free from vanity. 
But while his general scholarship was not great there were some 
subjects that he had studied with much care, and he was very re- 
markable for the quickness with which he gathered and mastered 
the facts of any subject debated in the Senate. He was averse to 
personalities in even the most heated party debates, and in social in- 
tercourse he was uniformly courteous and amiable. It is gratifying 
to me to remember that often as we were engaged in discussion, and 
sometimes very exciting discussion, no unkind word ever passed be- 
tween us, and our personal relations were always kind and friendly. 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, in ancient times, those nearest 
the dead spoke in their funerals. Fathers celebrated the bravery 
and achievements of their sons, and the graces and virtues of wives 
and of daughters were publicly recited and extolled by those who 
loved and mourned them most. 

These customs have been banished by modern civilization, or mod- 
ern manners. Now, the fondest lips are sealed, and the ashes and 
the fame of the departed are no longer committed to those who 
would shield and treasure them with the tender partiality of be- 
reaved affection. 

It is difficult to note a change so great, in a matter so deep-rooted 
in the heart of man—so hallowed and mastered by instinct and in- 
nate emotion, without wonder that the same beings in different 


generations should be moved to such different manifestations of the | 


same sentiment and the same sorrow. 

Death is nature’s supreme abhorrence. The dark valley, with its 
wierd and solemn shadows, illumined by the rays of Christianity, is 
still the ground which man shudders to approach. The grim portals, 
and the narrow house, seem in the lapse of centuries to have gained 
rather than lost in impressive and foreboding horror. 
lt must have been while musing over this puzzling fact that an 
illustrious American—gifted as a poet, and therefore gifted as a phi- 
losopber—wrote these graceful, memorable words: 

In the temple of Juno, at Elis, Sleep and his twin-brother, Death, were repre- 
sented as children reposing in the arms of Night. On various funeral monuments 
of the ancients the Genius of Death is sculptured as a beautiful youth, leaning on 
an inverted torch, in the attitude of repose, his wings folded and his feet crossed. 
n such peaceful and attractive forms did the imagination of ancient poets and 
sculptors represent death. And these were men in whose souls the religion of 
Nature was ike the hight of stars, beautiful, but faint and cold! Strange, that, in 
ater days, this angel of God, which leads us with a gentle hand into the “land of 
the great departed, into the silent land,” should have been transformed into a mon 


Strous and terrific thing! Such is the spectral rider on the white horse ;—such the 
ghastly skeleton with scythe and hour-glass ;—the Reaper, whose name is Death. 


Whether owing to the tendencies here suggested, or toother prompt- 
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ings, the usage of paying public tribute to those who have gone now 
admits to its privilege few who stand in relations so close as brother 
Senators. 

When a member of the Senate, weary with the toil of years, worn 
with labors which observe no hours, long and harshly criticized per- 
haps when the truth if known would have changed critics to eulo- 
gists, crowned with duties well done and honors well earned—when 
such an one, beckoned by the shadowy hand, retreats from the din of 
life, and the gates have closed behind him forever, it is decorous that 
those who are so soon to follow him should pause, and bear public 
testimony of the esteem in which they held him, and of the approba- 
tion which they know he deserved. Their utterances may not add a 
cubit or an hour to his fame, but they strengthen and brighten the 
links of the chain which should bind men and Senators together. 

It is not my purpose to repeat the story of a career which the na- 
tion knows by heart. 

The Senate has heard in feeling and graceful words many incidents 
of a life devoted tothe public service, and enduringly associated with 
events, grand, arduous, and historic. 

I rose only to add my tribute of respect and admiration for the 
genius and the services of a remarkable man, and to unite with the 
people of Indiana in the grief with which they mourn the death of 
their illustrious Senator. 

As a party leader, he was too great for any party or any State 
readily to supply his place. 

As an efficient, vigilant, and able representative, he had no supe- 
rior in either House of Congress. 

Oppressed and crippled by bodily infirmity, his mind never faltered 
or flagged. Despite pain and sickness, so long as he could be carried 
to his seat he was never absent from the Senate or the committee. 
No labor discouraged him, no contingency appalled him, no disadvan- 
tage dismayed him, no defeat disheartened hin. 

Those who encountered him in debate or in affairs will never forget 
his ability, his zeal, his industry, his energy, his fertility, his varied 
powers, or above all his indomitable heart. Living in an era of ex 
traordinary activities and forces, he has left a deep and lasting im 
press on his times. He will go down toa far hereafter, not as one 
who embellished and perpetuated his name by a studied and scholas- 
tic use of words, nor as a herald of resounding theories, but rather 
as one who day by day on the journey of life met actual afiairs and 
realities and grappled them with a grasp too resolute and quick to 
loiter for the ornament or the advantage of protracted and tranquil 
meditation. 

He needs no epitaph but his name ; and though brass may corrode, 
and marble moulder, men will still remember OLIVER PERRY MORTON 
as a leading and manful defender of the Republic in the Republic’s 
most dire and heroic age. 


Mr. BURNSIDE. Mr. President, I will be pardoned, I am sure, for 
making some two or three allusions personal to myself in speaking 


| of our distinguished deceased brother-Senator. 





| ficiency in his profession. 


| 
| 
| 


My acquaintance with him began in boyhood. 


We were born and 
reared in the same neighborhood. 


We left our homes to enter college 


the same year, he as a student at Miami University and I as a cadet 
| in the United States Military Academy. 


In consequence of these early relations I have watched his career 
with great interest and pride. Our walks in life led us apart until 
the war of the rebellion, during a portion of which we were intimately 


| associated, he as governor of the great State of Indiana and I as inil 


itary commander of the Department of the Ohio. The friendship that 
had existed from boyhood was strengthened by the kind, strong, efli- 
cient counsel and co-operation he gave me during my service in that 
department. After the termination of this association I naturally 
watched his career with an increased interest. It was with great per 
sonal satisfaction that I found him the recognized leader of the repub 
lican party upon this floor when I joined him here. 

In all the walks of life MorTON has proved himself a great man. 

The high position which he attained was in no sense due to ac- 
cident. No fortuitous circumstances brought him into prominence. 
He did not spring from the humble walks of life and rise through 
great difficulties to eminence; nor did he separate himself by self- 
denial from a life of ease and luxury with a view to taking upon 
himself the labors and responsibilities of a public man, which latter 
course is often harder to pursue than the former. Nor did he come 
from that class who are educated for the learned professions from 
which the stepping-stone to public distinction is comparatively easy 
when the aspirants are possessed of intelligence, integrity, and 
industry, but he sprang from that great conservative class which 
is composed of men engaged in agricultural and mechanical pur 
suits, whose dispositions, as a rule, are to continue in the course upon 
which they enter until their works are crowned with moderate suc 
cess or ended in failure. MortTON, however, broke from this tempta- 
tion, (if it may be so called,) and determined early in life to attain 
distinction, if possible, as a public man. By dint of great industry 
and economy he acquired a good education and began the study of 
law under the direction of one of Indiana’s most sterling and dis- 
tinguished men, Hon. John 8S. Newman, and soon acquired great pro- 
The example of this accomplished gentle- 


| man for industry and integrity doubtless had a great influence upon 


Morton’s after-life. 
From boyhood he was fond of debate upon political topics, and 
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early attained prominence as a political leader. When but thirty- 
three years of age he became the candidate of his party for the high 
office of governor of his native State, and won during that canvass 
a reputation as a debater that followed him through life, and which 
at his death was world wide. What gave him his greatest strength 








' 
| through their common trials and sufferings and even throy 


' 


as a debater was his great desire and facility for learning and pre- | 


senting the facts of a case. He was rarely found wrong in his state- 
ments, and was always ready to appeal to the records and to abide 
the results. Another prominent characteristic was his fairness. Any 
fact claimed by his opponent and well established by the record he 
always conceded. There was but little repetition in his speeches. 
After he had once presented his facts or theories distinctly they were 
dropped until some one of his opponents made it necessary to refer to 
them again. He never wearied his political friends by too much 
speech, and always occupied his opponents. He rarely, if ever, in- 
dulged in personalities or in frivolities. It is said by those who have 
known him very intimately that he had a hard struggle with himself 
in early life to break the habit of indulgence in wit and ridicule 
which his keen sense of humor was apt to lead him into. Upon the 
breaking out of the rebellion MORTON at once sprang into still 
greater prominence. His great services as one of the war governors 
have been fully portrayed upon this occasion, and | will not detain 
the Senate by reiterating them. It will not be amiss, however, to 
refer to a few of his more prominent characteristics. His great care 
and love for the soldiers of his State, not only while they were in the 
field but after their return to their homes, won for him their great 
respect and affection. He was eminently patriotic. No sacrifice was 
too great for him to make in the cause of his country. 

He was a lover of law and order and was averse to being led into 
an arbitrary exercise of authority by the emergencies of the war. I 
remember while I was in command of the Department of the Ohio, 
which department embrated the State of Indiana, that I had occasion 
to issue a general order with a view to reaching persons who I| thought 
were indulging in treasonable speeches. Under this order, some 
prominent citizens were arrested, and among them a prominent cit- 
izen of Ohio, and one of the State senators of the State of Indiana. 
MORTON urgently argued with me against the wisdom and justice of 
the arrest of these citizens, and demanded the release of the State sen- 
ator, notwithstanding the fact that he was one of his most bitter 
political opponents. He had ambition but never allowed it to blind 
him to what he conceived to be the best interests of the country. 
He was a prominent aspirant for the nomination by his party at the 
last presidential election, and was doubtless sorely disappointed at 
his failure to receive the nomination, but when he wrote his letter of 
advice to his fellow-citizens as to the duty of the hour all were as- 
sured that this failure had engendered in him no ill-will toward his 
party or to the distinguished gentleman who received the nomina- 
tion, but quite the reverse; he was ready and anxious to give him 
his full support and encouragement. 

His unbounded affection tor his family was one of his striking 
characteristics. His estimable wife was his almost constant com- 
panion when he was not engaged in his public duties. His devotion 
to his friends was marked in the extreme, which accounts for the 
great affection in which he was held by all those who were intimately 
associated with him. 

MORTON was a great man. His judgment was good; his power 
of research was great, his integrity was high, his patriotism was 
lofty, his love of family and triends unlimited, his courage indom- 
itable. No feeble words of mine can express the great loss which 
this body, his native State, and our country have sustained by his 
death. 


Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, on an occasion such as this, when a 
nation is paying its tribute of respect to a great citizen, it is not 
fitting that any section of the Union should besilent. The West has 
spoken and the East has answered; the voice of sorrow that for 
months past has wailed mournfully along the shores of the lakes of 
the North is also echoed by the sighing breezes of the Gulf of Mexico. 
If this were the house of mourning, where none but those who were 
the beloved of the great Senator were expected to speak, I should 
feel that I was compelled to remain silent. But it is the Senate that 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


conducts these obsequies, and the States are all here to participate. | 


Indiana has suffered a bereavement in the death of an honored son 
that touches the hearts of her people with profound grief; and 


Alabama lays upon his tomb a bough of her evergreen magnolia, | 


crowned with its white emblems of peace, in token of her sense of 
the immortality of his fame, and with it she extends to Indiana the 
hand of sympathizing and honest-hearted friendship. 

Senator MorTON did not live to see the States all reassembled in 
this Chamber. Since 1873 the grand roll-call of States was never 
fully completed in his hearing. He was not content that it should 
be completed, under his views of the Constitution, with the repre- 
sentation which was sent here, and in this great controversy States 
stood arrayed against him, but they are now assembled at his funeral 
rites. They are here as members of a bereaved family. They bow 
in chastened sorrow to the omnipotent hand that will soon smite 
others of their sons with death, and if rightly conscious of the im- 
perfections of their own representatives, and if they are properly 
considerate of duty, they are prepared to bury every bitter resent- 
ment of the past and to cherish only the good that has been evolved 
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angry strife. a 


If Senator MORTON were here in person, as he will long x main jy 
spirit and influence, he would realize that this full Senate is a pow a 
better worthy to be made useful in the high purposes of serving th, 
country in promoting its great moral and material interests than as 
an instrumentality of strite and in struggles for power, whether th; 
power is claimed by ambitious men, or by rival sections of the com. 
try, or by political parties. 7 

He would do all within the range of his great abilities to make the 
Senate worthy of the age and a pattern for the statesmen of coming 
generations. He would not waste his energies in renewing conflict. 
that are ended, nor would he encourage us to turn aside from our prac- 
tical duties to engage in the fruitless discussion of past grievances 
whether real orimaginary. With a heart truly and fully American, and 
a mind amply stored with treasures of knowledge, and with an energy 
of will of which the march of American progress is the truest and 
most vivid illustration, he would set to work to build up every wap. 
ing industry, to renew hope in every languishing heart, and to open 
up new fields of enterprise to the boundless energy of our people. |; 
he had differed always and everywhere with the people of Alabama. 
they would not have remembered their differences a day longer than 
he had brought his great powers to this form of the service of }js 
country. 

It is sad for the country that a man so capable and so trusted should 
have been removed while in the meridian of his influence and power 

Senator MortTon’s political life was largely spent in the midst of 
war. To maintain the cause for which he struggled he believed that 
he was compelled to lay his hand on the sword of military power 
He grasped it firmly. He wielded it without pause or questioning 
but with perfect loyalty to his country. 

In this he only did his duty; for the country of his soul’s alleg 
ance required it of him. He could not have done less. However the 
laws may otherwise declare, his country where he dwells, the plac 
that is sanctified with the name of home will be the sovereign of an 
honest man’s heart and will command his allegiance. 

When others thought that the sword had served its full purpow 
and should be sheathed he mistrusted that it was further needed, and 
he held to it with a firmer grasp. In this the South was opposed to 
him and its wail of anguish was bitter against him. While he held 
the sword suspended the South had no shield for its uncovered 
bosom. It was natural that its heart should chill toward him. It 
would be untrue to say that it did not and he would have despised 
the falsehood. But this attitude was changed and no man was more 
ready than he was to recognize the new order of things. Almost his 
dying words attest the fact. 

His nature was intensely combative, but his ear was ever ready 
to listen to the bugles of truce. He did not persecute in secret 
inquisitions. He openly denounced what he conceived to be wrong 
in his opponents and demanded the vengeance of the law. How he 
acted toward his friends we were not in position to know. He was 
no conspirator. His nature was above that mean level where men 
of great powers sometimes get their consent to serve a cause that 

they even conceive to be just in the dark and devious ways of fraud 
and conspiracy. Senator MORTON was an open, bold, and detiant 
antagonist. His opponents always knew where to find him and when 
he meant to strike. In this respect even those who suffered from 
his blows learned to honor him. 

To do him justice in another important respect it is necessary to 
say that he lived during an era of our history beset with great temp- 
tations and had the fullest opportunity to grow rich by stealth, and 
yet he escaped all suspicion of dishonesty. He was an honest man. 
It is here that the people have planted a white stone, and every con- 
tribution to his honor will cluster about it as the best and most en 
during foundation of his immortal fame. ; 

His record is before the country. It is easily understood, bold, 
fearless, direct, and distinct. His individuality was so distinctive 
that it isa rare occurrence that his name has a fixed historical associa- 
tion with his great contemporaries as the associates of his labors. 
There is no evasion or darkness in the definitions of his principles or 
policies. Most of his thoughts connected with public afiairs are ou 
the records of the Senate. He spoke freely on all subjects that he dis- 
cussed, and few important measures failedto attract his attention. Yet 
the country never tired of listening to him, such was the vigor 0! 
his thoughts and the profound depth of his convictions and the bold- 
ness of his utterances. F 

When such a man is deceived, as all men are liable to be deceived, 
as to matters of fact relating to the graver duties of government, the 
country is endangered. So much power as he possessed, when mis 
directed, is of necessity dangerous. His record will receive impartial 
criticism. He would not have asked that it be forbearing. It contains 
no plea for lenient consideration. His opinions are too bold and too 
broadly and confidently stated to be drifted off into neutral ground. 
They will enter the conflict with self-asserting energy though their 
author is no longer here to defend them. In many important mat- 
ters time alone ‘will demonstrate their value. They will always be 
respected. In the most essential points where differences have ¢x- 
isted between him and the people of Alabama, they have been differ- 
ences of opinion. In some respects those differences were 1D sharp 
and decided conflict. But in no respect was it true that either be ot 
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hey desired to do wrong the one to the other. The hostility was 
ory the intent or the purpose, It was the conflict of opinions, too 
= I fear, based on misconceptions of fact, the correction of which 
oe ll influences rendered for the time impossible. 

The vrand outline of the retrospect of American statesmanship is not 
aaa put is rather rendered more pleasing, as it has also become more 
a cause of national pride, by the rugged and isolated peak that seems 
to have been thrown up from lower depths by some great social and 
political revolution and to have risen high above the elevated plane 
on which so many monuments are raised to commemorate our great 
and deathless names. Morton builded his own monument, no other 
hand assisting. To the nation is only left the duty of inscribing his 
epitaph upon it. This should not be written now. It should be left 
to a more impartial generation. 

The great Senator rests in the bosom of a generous and grateful 
country. Millions of hearts are saddened by his loss, while they beat 
with pride at the mention of his name; and thus are cherished the 
memories that we style immortal. In minds alive to grateful remem- 
prances and in living, pulsating hearts, day by day, the fame and 
Jory of our dead statesmen and heroes live. They are storied in 
Fooks and sculptured in monuments, but they live on, and on, through 
ceaseless years in the hearts of the people, where they are never for- 
«otten. ‘Thus will MORTON live, and thus will his fame be cherished 
<0 long as any who claim to be American shall exist. This is indeed 
a proud immortality. 


Mr. BOOTH. Mr. President, to epitomize the life and character of 
OLIVER PERRY MORTON in the few moments devoted to these observ- 
ances is impossible to mortal utterance. The stalwart proportions of 
his living presence are but realized by the void his death has made. 

But yesterday he was one of us, of like clay and passions. The 
echoes of his voice have scarcely died in this Chamber. To-day he 
is as far from us as Demosthenes or Abraham or the generations that 
perished before the flood. 

Less than most men intellectually his equals does he need the voice 
of eulogy. The clearness of his purposes, the boldness of his opin- 
ions, his tireless peg his indomitable will, have impressed “the 
very age and body of the time.” His life was a force which cannot 
ale, 

That fireside criticism which dwells apart in the seclusion of its 
own self-importance and would not soil its dainty fingers by contact 
with affairs, which believes government is a science as exact as math- 
ematics, that human nature is plastic as clay and cold as marble, may 
dwarf his image in the penny mirror it holds up to the universe and 
in which the only colossal figure it beholds is the reflection of itself; 
but he has made his own place in history “safe ’gainst the tooth of 
time and razure of oblivion.” 

He lived in an heroic age—this age—an age so great that the dis- 
tance of intervening centuries will be necessary to measure its hero- 
ism, its achievements, and its sacrifices. 

We, as Americans, must be excusable for believing, we should be 
inexcusable if we did not believe, that no political question of graver 
consequence to all succeeding time was ever confronted by any peo- 
ple than that which culminated in our civil war. History will re- 
cord that the war was the inevitable result of an irrepressible con- 
flict of moral forces, for which peace had no arbitrament. MorTon’s 
life was cast in a State where this conflict of opinion was eager, 
passionate, and doubtful. He was at the meeting of the currents 
in the circling of the maelstrom. What to others was a conviction, 
a sentiment, to him became an inspiration and a passion. He was 
intensely American. For his large nature, and for his great ambi- 
tion too, the continent was none too wide. That his country should 
play a subordinate part in human affairs never entered his imagina- 
tion to conceive. He would have enlarged the bounds of destiny to 
give it scope and amplitude. The sentiment that this is a “ nation, 
one, indivisible, indestructible,” so permeated his intellect that any 
other seemed political profanation and sacrilege. With him this was 
not a theory of construction, but a source and center; not an abstrac- 
tion, but living faith. Not Webster has expressed his faith with more 
massive strength, nor Baker with more impassionate fervor. 

No man had an earlier or clearer apprehension of the magnitude 
of the war on whose verge we stood and the tremendous issues it 
involved. Of Titan mold, near to nature, elemental powers were 
his familiars. He had an instinctive sense of the awful forces that 
are unleashed by war. He knew that in the air, sostill it would not 
stir the floating down, the fury of the tempest slept. 

In the haleyon days, amid delusive promises of peace, he saw that 
War was inevitable, and rose to the supreme height of the occasion. 
Ina speech on the 22d of November, 1860, which rang through the 
country like a call to arms, he said : 


Seven years is but a day in the life-time of a nation, and I would rather come 
out of acteagge at the end of that time defeated in arms, conceding independence 
to successful revolution, than to purchase present peace by the concession of a 
— that must inevitably explode this nation into small dishonored frag- 


_He blinked nothing, concealed nothing. He knew the uncertain- 
ties of war, its dread sacrifices, and declared that all these, though 
Siawed by defeat, were better than inaction or the compromise of 


principle he deemed essential to the existence of any republic on 
this continent. 











This was at once his confession of political faith, and the key-note 
of his character. In the cause he championed, he would have dared 
fate itself to the lists, and matched his will against the courses of the 
stars. 

There is neither time nor necessity to trace his career. To leave 
out MORTON and his influence would be to rewrite the history of this 
country for the past eighteen years, and to modify it for all time to 
come. In the great struggle on which the existence of the Union 
was staked, he held the central fort. No living man can tell what 
the result would have been if he had not been where and what he 
was. 

In character his will dominated his intellect, great as that was. 
He seemed incapable of indecision. To resolve was to leave doubt 
behind. Thought, resolution, action, were coinstant. 

As a debater he was an athlete trained down to pure muscle. In 
speech, careless of the graces of oratory and polish of style, his ear- 
nestness enchained attention, his directness carried conviction, and 
there was a natural symmetry in the strength of his statement above 
the reach of art. 

He was a partisan; instinct and experience taught him that or- 
ganization was essential to the triumph of any political principle or 
the successful administration of a popular government. He was a 
born leader, conscious of his power and jealous of his right to lead. 
He was ambitious; but blessed is the memory of him whose ambi- 
tion is at one with the best aspirations of humanity, whose death is 
a loss to the weak, and whose grave is wet with the tears of the 
humble and the despised. 

Large brained, large framed, and brawny muscled, his vigorous 
health, freedom of motion, physical independence, manly presence, 
were his joy and pride, and a part of that full endowment of mind 
and body which gave him commanding rank. But when at life’s 
meridian he was stricken with the cruel paralysis from which he was 
never to recover he accepted his lot without repining. What to 
another would have been a warning to quit active service and an ex 
cuse for ease and rest to him was the occasion of increased exertion 
and mental activity. The broken sword only made the combat 
closer. 

When the fatal symptoms of his malady appeared some months 
before his death he said to a friend that he realized the end had 
come, but he felt his career was incomplete, his life-work not fin- 
ished. Perhaps he felt, too, that death was stepping between him 
and the great prize of his personal ambition. He knew the night 
was settling on the home of which his love was the day-spring. 

From that time the American people watched the wasting sands 
of his life and counted his failing pulse. He fought death as an 
equal for every inch of time until “* worn out,” worn out by long suf- 
fering and hard conflict, he yielded to the conqueror of all. 

However long expected, the death of one we honor or love comes 
at last as a shock. No preparation can take away its final sudden- 
ness. There is not a precinct in all this broad land where MORTON’s 
death was not felt. The nation was bereaved. His State was his 
chief mourner. Political friends and opponents vied with each other 
to honor his memory. A hundred thousand men, women, and chil- 
dren took a last look at his face, softened and refined by death, 
every trace of suffering, every mark of conflict gone. On a chill No- 
vember afternoon a vast concourse followed him to the grave. ‘The 
shades of night were falling when the last rite was spoken and the 
great crowd dispersed, leaving him alone with the dead. 

There will be music and song, revelry and mirth. ‘The seasous in 
their bright round will come and go; hope, and joy, and great am- 
bition will rise up as they have risen.” Generations will pass on the 
swift flight of years. Battle-storms will smite the ear! h, peace sinile 
upon it, plenty crown it, love bless it. History wil! write great 
chapters in the book of time. He will come no more. His life is 
“blended with the mysterious tide which bears upon its current” 
events, institutions, empire, in the awful sweep of destiny. Nor 
praise nor censure, nor love nor hate, “nothing can touch him fur- 
ther.” 


Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, OLIVER P. MORTON was born a 
leader of men, with the sagacity to perceive, with the jadgment to 
determine, with the courage to execute. Had he chosen arms for his 
profession, he would have made a great general, or he might have 
rivaled the fame of the naval hero whose iilustrious name he bore. 
In whatever pursuit, he would not have failed of eminence, for he 
possessed the essential elements of strength. To a will which noth- 
ing could subdue he joined an industry which nothing could fatigue, 
a capacity for labor seldom rivaled in the annals of American states- 
manship. Taking little upon authority, he applied himself to the 
original sources of investigation, and thoroughly informed himself 
upon every matter on which he was required to act. No member of 
this body gave a more uniformly intelligent vote; and this was true 
of small matters as well as of great. His comprehension grasped 
every subject of our deliberations. Nothing was too formidable for 
him to undertake ; nothing was so minute as to escape his observa- 
tion. Feebler than any of his associates in physical health, he was 
surpassed by none of them in the amount of labor which he accom- 
plished. He did not recognize in his infirmities a reason for avoid- 
ing any duty imposed upon him, or that he imposed upon himself. 
The mind dominated the body, and compelled its enfeebled and ex- 
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tion. 

Deeply impressed with the truth of his convictions, he supported 
them with an earnestness born of sincerity, with a fullness of infor- 
mation due to his marvelous habit of industry, and with a power that 
sprung from large natural ability disciplined by severe training; 
but he supported them only in fair and manly debate. He never in- 
dulged in trickery ; he seemed to disdain even the trickery of rhet- 
oric. 
ornament, and his array of facts depended for their effect, apart from 
their inherent force, upon the clearness of his statement and the 
strength of his presentation. 

Simple in his manner, frugal in his habits, he maintained through 
a life devoted to the public service an honorable poverty; content to 





, the law assigned to it. 
I do not propose to attempt an analysis of his character or to re- 
peat the story of his life that has been so well told; of his early dis- 


e cipline in the stern but healthful school of poverty; of the wonder- 
it ful executive power, the vigor, the foresight, the bold prudence, the 
Ls patriotism which he exhibited in the gubernatorial chair of hisnative 
if State; of his long and distinguished service in this Chamber; of the 


heroic struggle which he held with mortal disease, sustaining life by 

his indomitable will, which seemed to gather to itself the energy of 

every failing organ, and with the accumulated strength to hurl defi- 

ance at the power of death. But the supreme hour arrived; and he 
; obeyed the inevitable summons, as all who went before him had done, 
as all who come after him must do; and with the affecting words “I 
am worn out,” he yielded up a life which he had identified with the 
history of his country by wise counsels, by brave leadership, by solid 
rf achievements. He died in the prime and vigor of his intellectual 
strength and inthe midst of his usefulness. Yet we may not call that 
life a short one whose work, if distributed over the allotted period 
of human existence, would have crowded the three-score years and 
ten with an honorable and an enduring record. 

Mr. President, the shaft of death has been hurled in this Chamber, 
of late, with fearful frequency, sparing neither eminence, nor useful- 
ness, nor length of service. No one can predict whom it will next 
strike, whose seat will next be vacated. With our faces to the setting 


eyes, but the Republic survives. 
on, and the agencies that seemed to direct and control its current, to 
impel or to restrain its force, sink beneath its surface, which they 
disturb scarcely by a ripple. 


Mr. WADLEIGH. Mr. President, my acquaintance with the late 
Senator Morton began with my admission to a seat in this Chamber 
in 1873. Soon after, at his request, I was placed upon the committee 
of which he was chairman. Personal contact with him increased the 
admiration and respect which his great ability and patriotic services 
had created in my mind and led to feelings of friendship, on my part 
at least, which induce me to pay this humble tribute to his memory. 

OLIVER P. MORTON was essentially a self-made man, the architect 
of his own fortune. Obscurity shadowed his early life. Four years 
were spent by him in. a hatter’s shop. An unquenchable thirst for 
knowledge and a sleepless ambition impelled him to acquire an edu- 
cation, which he did by arduous endeavor, and at an early age he 
was admitted to the bar. His great ability was soon recognized, and 
when but twenty-nine years old he was chosen a circuit judge by the 
Legislature of Indians. But a nature like his could not be satisfied 
with the calm repose of the bench. At the end of a year he resigned 
and returned to the cor‘licts of his profession. Events were soon to 
place him in a broader, loftier arena of action than any tribunal of 
justice. The repeal of the Missouri compromise in 1854 aroused a 
storm of indignation which swept over the Northern States like a 
whirlwind and seemed for a time to have annihilated the old polit- 
ical organizations. Among the ardent and generous young men who 
then severed their party ties to lead the popular movement which 
culminated in the formation of the republican party OLIVER P. Mor- 
PON was first and foremost. 

Such was his recognized capacity for leadership that in 1856, when 
only thirty-three years of age, he was nominated by acclamation the 
republican candidate for governor of Indiana. In the canvass that 
followed he exhibited pre-eminent ability, but was defeated. His 
trinmph was only postponed. In 1860 he was chosen lieutenant-gov- 
ernor and, by the election of Governor Lane to this Senate, made the 
chief magistrate of his native State. 

Hardly had he taken his seat when the grand drama of the civil 
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as few men could bear. He was equal to the great emergency. Dur- 


executive ability attracted the attention and admiration of the whole 
country. He seemed able to foresee and to provide for every contin- 
gency. He created a great arsenal, which not only supplied the needs 
of Indiana, but those of other States and sometimes those of the 
nation. He contracted for and furnished vast stores of clothing and 
provisions for the soldiers of the Union. Again and again he raised 
troops before they were called for, so that a single telegraphic dis- 
patch from Washington hurled them like thunderbolts to the crim- 


The solid logic of his argument was incumbered by little | 


support the dignity of official position upon the emolument which | 


sun, we tread the declining path of life, and the shadows lengthen | 
and darken behind us; the good, the true, the brave fall before our | 
The stream of events flows steadily | 


war opened and cast upon him labors, cares, and responsibilities such | 


ing the four long, bloody years of gigantic warfare his unparalleled | 
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hausted functions to perform the full service of a vigorous organiza- | 


soned edge of battle. Inspired by his energy Indiana became av: 
camp. Her patriotic women vied with each other in their devotion 
to their country; the valor of her sons won unfading ome oo 
numerous blood-stained fields. Neighboring States threatened With 
| invasion looked for aid to her and her great governor. Yet he had to 
| contend with an opposition which organized a conspiracy whose a 
work spread over the whole State, threatening to wrap it 
flames of civil war. When bya political revolution all the offjcc 
of the State, except his own, were intrusted to his opponents, cor ; 
pealed to the loyalty of his people for means to carry on the goye 
ment and prosecute the war for the Union. 

By private subscription, by the assumption of staggering }jqhj)j. 
ties which threatened to ruin himself and his friends, he met the jy 
debtedness of the State, paid her governmental expenses, and raised 
fed, armed, disciplined, and sent to the field thousands of her braves 
sons. Fired by a sublime patriotism, he defended the cause of hj. 
country and urged her children to preserve her from destruction 
The history of that stupendous conflict contains no more glorious ree. 
ord than his. 

In 1864 he was again elected governor, and in 1867 he took his seat 
in this Chamber as a Senator from Indiana. That seat he held more 
| than ten years, to the day of his death. His course and his achieve. 
| ments here are read and known of all men and are a part of the his. 
tory of the time. Here, upon a new arena, he supplemented his lofty 
reputation for administrative energy by one equally lofty for intel. 
lectual power in discussing and solving the greatest and gravest 
questions. As much as any other Senator, he led the debates ani 
guided the action of this body. The last ten years of his life wer 
one constant and hopeless struggle with the incurable disease fro; 
whose grasp there was no escape, and which day by day steadily ap. 
proached the citadel of life. He knew that his days were numbered 
and were few ; yet he looked firmly in the face of the relentless, tort 
| uring, conquering enemy and kept on his way. He shirked no labor, 
| however arduous; he left no duty unperformed. His devotion to 
| duty was heroic. His journey to the Pacific coast in the last months 
of his life was marked by prodigies of herculean labor. Ease, con 
fort, nay, even life itself seemed of little consequence to him when 
compared with the imperious duty to which he seemed to have bound 
himself of preserving the results of the civil war to the people of the 
United States forever. Worn out by ceaseless labor in the perform 
ance of public duties, in the armor of battle he calmly met the strok 
of death. 

In robust manliness the intellect of Senator MORTON was une: 
celled. His speeches were marked by logical force, clear perception, 
and a strength of statement which resembled demonstration. Though 
destitute of rhetoric and bare of ornament, their massive force al- 
most silenced doubt and compelled conviction. Even his extempo- 
rancous efforts had the symmetry of labored productions. 

Like most really great men the deceased Senator was profound! 
sincere and earnest. He despised the petty trickery of politics. In- 
capable of treachery, he was slow to suspect it in others. Contideut 
in his strength, he scorned the arts of weakness. He had, too, th 
generosity and magnanimity which are inseparable from true great- 
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ness. No party conflicts tinged his personal relations with bitter 
ness. Nor canI believe that he was not a lover of peace. But be 


desired a peace based upon justice, and therefore enduring forever. 
He could net accept a peace which he believed was based upon in- 
justice and wrong. Against wrong and injustice of all kinds, and 
upon whomsoever exercised, he fought with indomitable courage and 
unbending will. In his tomb lies the boldest champion of the op 
pressed, the sternest foe of oppression. His sympathies were bounded 
by no lines of creed nor condition nor race, but were broad as hu- 
manity. In the last days of his life he sought to cover with the 
wgis of his great name the despised and hated Chinese immigrants 
of the Pacific slope. He was equally regardless of popularity in his 
advocacy of the claim of women to political rights. 

His integrity was untarnished. Every attack upon it leit 
brighter than before. Plain, simple, and frugal in his habits, after 
a long and illustrious public life he died in comparative poverty. 
He had an uncompromising hatred of political bribery and corrup- 
tion, whether in friend or toe. Those of us who heard can never for- 
get his appeals to us to thrust from this Chamber a political friend 
who was believed to have gained an election by bribery. 

No quality was more conspicuous in the character of Senator Mor- 
TON than his lofty patriotism. Ardently loving his country, bt 
sought to make it a temple of liberty, to which might come the op- 
pressed and down-trodden of all races, where universal education 
should diffuse its blessings, in which might dwell in security ane 
| peace a free, happy, and united people. 

To that cause he devoted himself; to it he gave the strength o! 
his intellect and the warmth of his heart, and in it he never faltered 
till there came to his bedside the summons of all-conquering Death. 

Linked to that cause, his fame will endure till history sball have 
| perished and its records shall be wrapped in the darkness of endless 
| night. 


it 


| Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. President, the high estimation in which 
Senator MorToN was held by the people of the State I in part repre 
| sent on this floor, coupled with the fact that from the day I first made 
| his acquaintance, in February, 1873, until his death, he was my a 
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dent, unswerving, personal friend, forbids that I should remain silent | intellectual conflicts has departed, that one of its greatest lights has 
— gone out in the darkness of death forever. How rapidly are the men 


now. - nit . . 
whose voices have been heard in these Halls being summoned to that 


Oregon, no less than Indiana, mourns the death of a great man. 


The telegraphic flash that told of his departure, although not unex- 
: ted touched the hearts of her people with a pang of unmistaka- 
r sadness; clothed her dwellings, her churches, her temples of 


ctice, her executive, legislative, and administrative departments | son, Sumner, Buckingham, Ferry, Johnson, Pratt, Caperton, Bogy, 
he habiliments of mourning. And now here, in this seat of his | and Morton. Truly ; 


atness and from which for ten long years his words of | 


In tl 
se eo power went forth challenging the admiration of friend 
' d foe alike and giving direction to the policy of States, the State 
of Oregon, through one of her representatives, would crave the high 
priv ilege of contributing a word to his memory ; of placing upon his 
tomb a single wreath, formed though it may be of wild flowers, gath- 
ered promiscuously on a distant shore and wrought into shape by 
unskillfal hands. : : 

Senator MORTON visited Oregon during the past summer and came 
in contact with many of her people of both political parties. And 
although prior to his going, while his great ability was conceded 
py all, he was regarded by many who had never met him as cold, 
selfish, repellant, when he came away, as I had occasion to learn 
py traveling through the State shortly afterward, this opinion had 
radically changed ; and it was my pleasure to hear many of the lead- 
ing men of the democratic party of that State testify in words of un- 
qualified praise, not only as to his goodness of heart, his kindness of 
manner, his amiable disposition, and his courteous demeanor toward 
all, but also as to their belief in the integrity of all his purposes. 

It is one of the misfortunes of public men to be misjudged by those 
who know them not. Partisan misrepresentation has done more in 
the years that are past and is doing more to-day to debauch public 
virtue and lower the standard of national integrity in the estimation 
of the masses than has the aggregated actual shortcomings of all our 
public men, And perhaps no man with equal position of power and 
influence in the nation was ever more misunderstood by those who 
did not known him personally than was OLIVER P. Morton. By 
those who did have the fortune to know him well, aside from any 
considerations arising from his eminent public life, his true, sympa- 
thizing heart, his gentleness of manner, his uniform kindness will 
be cherished in grateful remembrance to the end of life. 

And it was in my judgment this trait in his character, this desire 
to befriend the helpless, to sustain the oppressed, to lift up the lowly 
and the down-trodden, more than anything else, that caused him in 
these halls year after year to sustain with more than Roman 
vrandeur the cause of the colored people of the South. No right of 
theirs, civil or political, was ever stricken down with his consent, or 
without his manly protest being recorded against the act. No op- 
portunity ever eseaped him of saying a kind word in their behalf, 
or of doing any act that would better their condition or tend to ad- 
vance their prosperity. He was the friend of the colored race, as 
the record of his public life will abundantly testify; and in his 
death their cause in the national Senate has lost one of its ablest 
champions and most valiant defenders. Around his tomb they in 
future years will in countless numbers gather in the native simplicity 
of undisguised gratitude to testify their reverence for his mem- 
ory, While his name will live with them as a household word to be 
taught to their children and their children’s children down through 
many generations. 

Mr. President, it was my fortune to serve with Governor MORTON on 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections from the time I took my 
seat in the Senate until his death, a period of over four and a half 
years. During this period the amount of work performed by him as 
chairman of that committee was prodigious. ‘The various contests 
for seats in this body, the great presidential controversy of the last 
year involving investigations by that committee into the elections 
in several States, were well calculated to tax the physical endurance 
of the most vigorous constitution, and ruffle the disposition of the 
most patient mind. Yet through all these years of exciting interest, 
of almost superhuman work upon the part of the chairman of that 
committee, I never once knew him to be late to a committee meet- 
ing, never saw him in the least disturbed in temper; on the con- 
trary, always patient, affable, companionable; always meeting his 
colaborers with a smile of welcome, always parted with words of 
kindness. There it was, Mr. President, I learned to love him and 
appreciate his noble soul; there I estimated the high qualities of his 
heart—those of his mind were known throughout the world; and 
there I learned how very false, how severely unjust, was any criti- 
cism that would rob him of those qualities of true gentleuess, of high 
sense of honor, of unreserved friendship, so peculiarly characteristic 
of his whole nature. 

Mr. President, a great man and, knowing him as I did, I am con- 
strained to say, a good man has fallen; not in the morning of active 
life, hor yet in the “sere and yellow leaf,” but in the meridian of his 
usefulness and power. The solemnity of this hour, these crowded 
galleries, these embleras of mourning, these idle hands and attentive 
ears all unite in expressions of heart-felt sorrow. ‘The voice of par- 
Usanship is hushed in this Chamber to-day and throughout the nation 
48 Well, for all the people and the people’s representatives stand with 
bowed heads in pend respect at the tomb of one. of the nation’s 
greatest men. The Senate of the United States can but feel that a 
power in the elements of its ever-living existence, its continuing 





“undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns.” In the 
less than five years that I have been here nine of those who have sat 
here during that time have gone down “into the dark valley:” Wil- 


Our lives are rivers, gliding free 
To that unfathomed boundless sea, 
The silent grave. 
Thither all earthly pomp and boast 
Roll, to be swallowed up and lost 
In one dark wave. 
Well did the poet say— 
O, why should the spirit of mortal be proud ? 
Like a fast-flitting meteor, a fast-flying cloud 
A flash of the lightning, a break 0° the wave 
He passeth from life to bis rest in the grave 


The hand of the king that the scepter hath borne 
The brow of the prie-t that the miter bath worn, 

The eye of the sage and the heart of the brave 
Are hidden and lost in the depths of the grave 

Oh, the capacity and the remorselessness of that grave to which we 
are all so rapidly hastening! 

Earth has hosts, but thou canst show 
Many a million for her one; 
Through thy gates the mortal flow 
Has for countless years rolled on. 
Back from the tomb 
No step has come; 
There fixed till the last trumpet’s sound 
Shall bid thy prisoners be unbound. 

Senator MORTON is dead, but the record of his life shall live through 
the centuries, casting light,and not gloom, upon the page of the 
faithful historian that shall record it. It shall be to his memory a 
mausoleum more enduring than that of marble, for there will it be 
written in imperishable sentences, “He was in the nation’s forum jfidus 
et audax and in the walks of private life fidus Achates.” 


Mr. PADDOCK. Mr. President, on behalf of the people of the great 
trans-Missouri country, whom in part I have the honor to represent 
upon this floor, whose interests Senator MORTON always advocated 
and defended, whose earnest, faithful friend he always was, I beg to add 
my poor, brief word of eulogy to those which have already been so 
fitly, so eloquently spoken here to-day. 

I never saw Senator MORTON rise to address the Senate during our 
brief service together here when I was not oppressed by the fear that 
it might be his last effort in this Chamber. Indeed he appeared to 
me as one standing ever in the very shadow of the uplifted hand of 
the angel of death, ready and waiting for the always impending, the 
always expected blow. 

He rose from his chair with great difficulty, and often undoubtedly 
with much pain. Frequently while speaking he was compelled, from 
sheer physical exhaustion, to resume his seat; and some of the great- 
est efforts of his life were made while sitting in yonder chair. A less 
determined spirit would have succumbed to so serious a physical de- 
rangement ; but his great intellect seemed to become clearer, brighter, 
more vigorous, his iron will to strengthen, his moral courage to in- 
crease, as his physical organism became weaker from the attacks of 
the insidious disease that was slowly but surely undermining it. 

I have seen the mighty oak, with its giant bole symmetrical and 
strong, with its wealth of graceful limbs, with its glory of leaf and 
shade—forming, all in all, one of the highest types of blended power 
and beauty in nature—a very monarch among his fellows, to whom 
they seemed to mutely bow, as if with acknowledgment of primacy. 
Afterward I have seen this wonder of the forest—which nature had 
so lavishly expended her forces to upbuild, and which had during 
many generations withstood the assaults of the angry tempests, gain- 
ing in each struggle increased development and strength—suddenly 
rent and riven, a deepened wound upon its noble trunk pointing out 
the lightning’s track ; and yet its umbrageous canopy of limb and 
leaf appeared, if possible, more perfect, more beautiful than ever. 
I cannot tell—perhaps no one but the great Creator himself will ever 
know—whether there may not have been specially imparted to it, 
through some Dryad medium, something of that force of will from 
the source of all power which gave to that charred and broken and 
wounded trunk the needed strength to draw from the fruitful soil 
the sustaining elements necessary to the continuance of its great life. 
A few years later I have found this stupendous growth of nature a 
blasted, withered thing. A second bolt from Jove’s awful hand had 
descended and robbed it forever of life and strength and beauty ; for 
the very last time it had “ flung down its green glories to battle with 
the winter’s storm.” 

In respect of its inherent strength, its remarkable development, its 
superlative power and enduranee at the maturity of its growth, enti- 
tling it to superior rank among its fellows as well as in its final 
blight and decay, this wonderful creation of nature was aptly illus- 
strative of the great life of the deceased Senator before whose open 
grave to-day we mourn. To him there was given a mental and phys- 
ical organism with each faculty, each force, so carefully, so perfectly 
adjusted to every other, the whole constituting a manhood of such 
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symmetry and strength and power that in any sphere of life must 
have commanded for him superior station among his fellows. Endow- 
ments so rare were his that of their own force, by their own momen- 
tum, they impelled him to the fore-front, to intellectual primacy, to 
leadership ; and this position once secured was easily held through 
that instinctive concession of precedence which the masses of men 
always make to the possessor of such faculties. As the oak grew 
broader and stronger from its tempest conflicts, so did this noble man- 
hood broaden and strengthey in the encounters incident to a life of 
leadership among men. 

hose of us who were with Senator Morton here did know and 
did appeciate him, and well now can we testify to his greatness. We 
do indeed know with what God-like manfulness, with what self-rever- 
ence, With what self-control, with what power of will he did deport 
and maintain himself after a great part of the forces of his physical 
nature had been blasted by an invisible blow from that mysterious 
power which, at will, sends the shaft that strikes to death the forest 
oak, or the shock that palsies the body of a leader of men. 

We, sir, do well remember that with all this blight upon his phys- 
ical powers, the great Senator bore an intellectual lance to the very 
last day of his career in this Chamber which no adversary ever de- 
spised, or was over-eager to measure. Often during the period of my 
service here have I seen the whole Senate filled with admiration of 


him, when, after many days, perhaps weeks, of continuous debate on | 


some important question in which he had constantly participated, 
and when the endurance of even the very strongest had been greatly 
overtaxed, he rose, and with no external evidence of weariness, 
restated, reviewed all the arguments of perhaps a dozen adversaries 
in the discussion, and with one great masterful overpowering pre- 
sentation of the law and the facts in the case answered them all at 
once, leaving his opponents if not utterly overcome, at least con 
vinced that their case had been greatly damaged by the blows of an 
intellectual giant, and his own party colleagues satisfied that the sub- 
ject had been exhausted and no further effort on their part would be 
necessary or useful. When “the full river of hisspeech came down” 
upon an opposing disputant with its richly laden argosies of fact 
and precedent—of thought, philosophy, and logic—if his opponent, 
himself, was not a master in debate he was sure to be overwhelmed, 
for only such an one could stand at all against the almost resistless 
current of his argument. 

Mr. President, this was Senator MORTON as you and I and all of us 
knew him; but, sir, there was a good deal of him beyond all this which 
none of us ever did; or ever can exactly know. The silent inner 
life—the unspoken thoughts—the heart struggles of this great man 
in his continual conflict with the disease which, first by a sudden and 
terrible, but only partially successful blow—and afterward by insidi- 
ous approaches, waged unceasing war against his physical nature—if 
they could be fully written out would make such a page of eulogy as 
alone would secure for him the most enduring immortality. But 
they will never be fully known until that great day when all the 
secrets of the heart shall be laid bare; they went down with him 
into the grave—into the grave did I say, sir? No, they went along 
with that brave spirit of which they were begotten to be present as 
witnesses at the great final accounting, to vouch for the proper use 
of the wonderful powers so generously loaned him from the common 
store upon which the drafts of mortals are honored—as they are wor- 
thy—as they have need. 

Mr. President, who of us has not now in his memory, photographed 
there inefflaceably, that sad, thoughtful, but resolute face, as through 
the corridors and into this Chamber, borne in his chair by two stal- 
wart men, he came to his great daily service? The noisy throng in 
the passages became silent and gave way at his approach with the 
same instinctive reverence that greets the gallant soldier who has 
borne a distinguished part in a memorable battle when afterward 
he is brought trom the field weary, worn, wounded, and dying. The 
doors tlew open before him always as if by magic, and party spirit 
could at no time run so high as to cause to be withheld from him 
when he entered here the most cordial, the most sincere,the most 
respectful greeting from every Senator present. And who of us will 
forget the charming heartiness of his greeting, kindliness and geni- 
ality toward all, the lowliest equally with the highest ? 

But, Mr. President, Senator MorTON has gone. His voice will 
never again be heard in thisChamber. His great spirit, his noble ex- 
ample, his valued precepts, will remain for our guidance, but we 
shall see him no more here forever. At length the death-shaft strnck 
him full and strong and he fell to rise no more. 

O, what a fall was there, my countrymen! 
Then I, and you, and all of us fell down. 

One of the bravest and truest and strongest ; one for whose voice 
the nation listened in the hour of peril; one to whose judgment the 
people deferred when the country was in trouble and in distress; : 
patriot, a practical statesman, a man of work, a man of immortal 
deeds, a kindly, generous man, withal, is gone. Let the nation—let 
all the people mourn! 


Mr. BRUCE. Mr. President, the strong true men of a people are 
always public benefactors. They do work, not only directly bene- 
ficial to their communities, but by the utterance of noble thoughts 
and the infusion of a manly spirit into public life and administration 
they put in operation forces which in their effects are of greater 


moment to their fellow-citizens than the immediate and spe 
performed. The death of such men is a public calamity because the 
are lost to the country not only their active energies but the influen . 
and stimulus of their personal presence. As a compensation for th : 
evil that death works a people in the removal of its great leaden 
there remain behind the memory of their public services, the effect 
of their example, and the subtile influence of the truths uttered and 
illustrated by their lives. Occasions like this furnish, therefore. »,. 
only appropriate opportunities to commemorate the services and yj, 
tues of the dead, but of instruction and profit to the living by ¢ line 
attention to those characteristics and qualities that have made +), 
lives of the departed useful and memorable. " 
My estimate of OLIver P. MorTON embraces mainly the ideas 
his character formed from personal contact in the Senate an; 
sonal observation of him while discharging the duties of his py)) 
life. He impressed me as a man of catholic spirit and judgments ; 
Born and reared in a section whose type of thought on both po 
ical and moral questions differed from the ideas of the South, re 


Cific labors 


ly 


rect 


| ing his distinctive and permanent character from a period in whi 





the conflicting thought of the country had been intensified and mo, 
clearly articulated by the passions and struggles of a great civil ; 
flict, he was a representative of his section upon both the civil a 
ethical questions of the day ; but in no offensive sense was he. 
public man, sectional. 

In all of those great judgments which entered into the forma 
and administration of government, that were the basis of the les 
Jation enacted in the interests of the whole country, there was nei 
sectional temper hor purpose, 

Among the manly and honorable qualities exhibited by t! 
ceased Senator was the kindly and considerate temper manif. 
personally toward those who were his opponents in the contests 
discussious growing out of party differences or the policies and m 
ures of government. 

So prominent an actor in the public life of his day, so e 
his thought and aggresive in his endeavors to further what 
ceived to be right, it would be singular if the angular points in ; 
life had not sometimes originated unpleasant personal difference: 
collisions, Such collisions, however, were rare in his case, by 
he was just and fair in his treatment of those whose ideas le not 
frequently was compelled to combat and whose measures |x 
impelled to pronounce unwise and hurtful. 

A nian of mature and positive thought, he was decided in the mai 
tenance of any opinion he expressed and sincere in maintaining an 
measure he advocated, but he conceded like sincerity of purpos 
his opponents. 

While earnest to severity in his opposition to principles, instit 
tions, and measures that seemed unfriendly to the public inter 
dangerous to the rights of the people, he was withal deferential 
the personal advocates of the very measures that conscientious co 
siderations led him to oppose and sometimes even to denounce. 

What to the superticial observer appeared to be personal bitterness 
was personal earnestness, and what seemed illiberal to his politic 
opponents was no more than the stringent judgments entertained | 
him on questions that affected not only the interests of the individua 
citizen but the people of all classes. Beneath a severe exterior was 
a kindly heart and back of the great partisan leader were the broa 
wise opinions of the patriot and the statesman, who knew tliat th 
best interests of the people forbade any concessions to unreasonable 
prejudices or trifling or tenderness in dealing with those who either 
lightly esteemed or recklessly invaded the rights of the humbles 
American citizen. 

Whether contemplating OLIVER P. MoRTON as the governor of 
great State in the critical period of civil war, exhibiting wisdom in h 
plans and discretion, energy, and courage in execution thereof, 01 
observing him as a member of the National Senate, in discussion and 
counsel upon the grave questions of legislation and administration, 
involving the complex and multiplied interest of a great nation, | 
was impressed that he understood both the philosophy and_ practice 
of wise government, and possessed not merely the qualities of 8 
great political leader, but in a notable and remarkable measure the 
elements of a great statesman, understanding the genius of ou! 
institutions no less than the necessities and demands of our grea 
country. A generation hence and his opinions and judgments 0! 
fundamental and grave questions will be cited and revered as an 
now those of the fathers of the Republic. 

I would do injustice to my own feelings and that of my race (il 
I not refer to the relations that Senator Morton sustained to us © 
the services rendered in our behalf. No public man of his day, wit! 
the possible exception of Abraham Lincoln and Charles Sumner, Was 
better known to the colored people of the South than Ottver ! 
Morton, and none more respected and revered. , 

In 1865, before he had entered upon his senatorial career, Senater 
Morton expressed opinions that suggested grave doubts of the wis 
dom of the measures which contemplated immediate enfranchis 
ment of my people. These measures were in conflict with the eeuti- 
ment and estimates of even many of the friends of the negr, 
persons who had labored most earnestly for his freedom ; wer 7 
posed by the ancient prejadices of centuries; and there Ss 
historical precedent authorizing such radical measures oF t 
seemed to give guarantee and promise of their success. 
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Appreciating the responsibility of his acts as a public man and the 
delicacy and difficulties of the problem of reconstruction, he did not at 
that time take the pronounced and forward position, subsequently so 
ably held by him, in behalf and defense of the rights of this people. 
The shock to the public sentiment and prejudices of an entire section, 
involved in the sudden introduction of this large and new element 
into the polities of the country, was feared and deprecated, and the 
competency of a people so long enslaved and consequently unedu- 
cated and unaccustomed to participate in public affairs to perform 
satisfactorily the important functions that would be devolved upon 
them in their new sphere as citizens seemed to him questionable. A 
more thorough consideration of this question, however, in all of its 
relations—local and national—led to a Tevision of _the opinions 
expressed in 1860, and upon these latter judgments of the question 
his subsequent public action was based, and by them his public 
career is to be judged. Two facts prominently challenged attention 
and demanded recognition in any philosophy that was broad enough 
to compass equally the interests of each class and every section of 
the country. The emancipation of more than four millions of former 
hondsmen was an accomplished fact. The political relations of eleven 
‘reat communities were ruptured and imperatively demanded resto- 
ration. The question holding these two determining factors must be 
settled on a philosophy as broad as the facts embraced. Emancipa- 
tion—that its beneficent ends might be attained and adequate read- 
justment of these disturbed relations of the political communities of 
4 great section be made—involved reorganization of both the social 
aud industrial elements of the South; and this reorganization, to 
ye just, harmonious, peaceful, and fruitful of public content and pub- 
lie quiet, demanded the enfranchisement of the negro. 
aud securities that rendered emancipation valuable to him could 
only be sufficiently attained when he was clothed with the power of 
self-protection by becoming a personal and actual participant in the 
creation and administration of government. 

Reconstruction of the Southern States—a restoration of these po- 


litical communities to participation in the conduct of the Federal | 
Government—could only become real and permanent, and subserve | 


all of its purposes, when all classes of the community should be 
equally protected, and equally cordial in obedience to the law and 
cheerful in submission to its demands ; and this cheerfulness and cor- 
dial response to civic obligations, and conscientious recognition of 
the rights of society and individuals, could only exist among the com- 
munities generally when every member, by the possession and exer- 

xe of equal and common, personal, civil, and political privileges, 
should be inspired with content, and supplied with equal motives for 
the cultivation and practice of personal and civic virtues. In the 
midst of their vassalage my race had still preserved in full force and 
vigor, their original love of liberty ; and despite the embarrassment 
of their conditions they had felt the ennobling influences of the Chris- 
tian civilization that surrounded them. Cast down but not destroyed; 
disciplined by the painful ordeal through which they had passed ; 
apt to learn and prompt to appreciate the ennobling ideas of Ameri- 
can institutions, they were in a large measure prepared to enter upon 
the new life presented to them. 

On the other hand the American people—with institutions estab- 
lished, yet elastic; a public sentiment whose catholicity was rein- 
forced by the sturdiest conservatism—the nation, possessing, in a re- 
markable measure, the maturity of age without its weakness and the 
vigor of youth without its ignorance, were prepared to initiate, and, 
in his judgment, to perfect this great philanthropic movement, which 
looked not only to the elevation of a race, but the reconstruction of 
a great country. 
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| mencing a career of honorable ambition. 





He knew that more than a hundred thousand negro soldiers had | 


ventured life to maintain the authority of the Government and the 
integrity of the soil of the Republic; and it seemed appropriate 
and just that the nation, emerging from a supreme eftort for its own 
preservation, and elevated by its grand success, should requite these 
services, and realize the popular aspirations for universal liberty and 
equality by a commensurate liberalization of the laws and institu- 
tions of the country. 

He believed the negro would be equal to the responsibility of his 
new life, and meet, in reasonable and creditable measure, the de- 
mands that it made upon him; and he believed also that the insti- 
tutions of the country were strong enough to bear with safety the 
strain that this new venture might make upon them, and that the 
unavoidable mistakes in’ government, arising from the enforced igno- 
rance of the new citizen, would suggest their own corrective, and 
that the Republic meanwhile would both live and prosper. The sober 
Judgments of Senator MoRTON embraced all this and more. And 
standing on this high and philanthropic plane of thought he reso- 
lutely contributed to put into organic form those constitutional pro- 
visions that specifically protect the rights of five million American 
citizens, and to enact id cntines equally and alike the statutes that 
rendered these provisions operative and the rights thereunder prac- 
tically enjoyable. Through him and his peers the grand declaration 
of human equality made . Jefferson in 1776, and for nearly a cen- 
tury a glittering abstraction, has become 
saw of the land. 

_, Por the great ability and integrity that OLIVER P. Morton exhib- 
ited in his public life he is entitled to the admiration and respect of 
his countrymen ; and for the fidelity and patience with which he 


a part of the fundamental 


labored for the elevation and protection of the negroes of the South, 
he will receive their heartfelt gratitude and reverent love. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, the proprieties of this sad occa- 
sion and the usages of this body do not permit me to remain silent. 
We are paying the last tribute of respect to one who was long a Sen 
ator from Indiana, and whose name will be forever associated with 
her history. We are saying the last few words over the grave of on 
who played a bold and leading part here, and identified himself with 
every prominent measure in national affairs for the past ten years. 

I knew OLIVER P. Morton from my first entrance upon the duties 
of manhood. We met at the beginning of our acquaintance both as 
personal and political friends, and although we afterward became as 
widely separated as the poles of the earth in our views of public 
affairs, yet our personal relations were never disturbed. There were 
periods of great excitement in our State when we met but seldom, 
but when we did it was always with civility and courtesy. 

Senator MORTON was without doubt a very remarkable man. His 
force of character cannot be overestimated. His will-power was 
simply tremendous. He threw himself into all his undertakings 
with that fixedness of purpose and disregard of obstacles which are 
always the best guarantees of success. This was true of him whether 
engaged in a lawsuit, organizing troops during the war, conducting 
a political campaign or a debate in the Senate. The same daring, 
aggressive policy characterized his conduct everywhere. He mad 
warm, devoted friends and bitter enemies. His followers were in 
tense in their support and admiration, and his enemies were often 
unrelenting and unsparing. It is always so with such a nature as 
his. Small men of neutral temperaments escape the contlicts of life 
through which the strong, bold man passes to fame and power. 

The motives which actuated Senator MORTON in his public conduct 


are not now open to discussion. I shall ask the same charity for 
mine when I am gone that I extend to his. That he was sincere in 


his convictions no one will ever question. That the general tenor of 
his convictions upon the relations between the North and the South 
was erroneous, I think history will fully establish. 

Senator MorTon’s life contains one gr 


great lesson to young men com- 


He entered upon the ordeal 
of life with nothing on which to rely but his own intellect and his 
indomitable will. ‘The position from which he started to achieve all 
his success was humble and unpromising. it is hard to recall any 
other American whose career better proves that industry and talents 
will overcome all things than his. He became a power in the land. 
He was a party leader second to none in our history. If he could not 
be President himself, he did much to make others so, and to dictate 
their policies. And now that he is gone a large portion of the Amer- 
ican people regard his loss as irreparable. 

Sir, OLIVER P. MORTON, is no more, and in his death there is a solemn 
lesson to us. How small and insignificant appear all the asperities, 
the heart-burnings, and peisonal alienations of the hour when we 
measure them by the side of our responsibilities in that world to 
which he has gone! We are as evanescent and fleeting here as the 
insect tribes of the air. Over the river, “in the land to which we 
are drifting,” there is life forever. Let us so use the little margin 
we have on the shores of time that eternity will open as a joy and 
not as a terror on our liberated spirits. And may those we leave be- 
hind us do for our memories what we now do for the memory of 
OLIVER P. MORTON. 

I move the adoption of the resolutions. 


The resolutions were agreed to unanimously ; and (at three o’ciock 
and nine minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, January 17, 1878. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. HaRRISON. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

RESTRICTION OF CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 

Mr. DAVIS, of California, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 2485) to restrict Chinese immigration; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Education and 
Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


MESSENGER FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee of 
Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia be, and they are 
hereby, authorized to employ a messenger at such compensation as may be fixed 
by the Committee of Accounts, and that he be paid from the date at which he may 
be sworn in, provided his services commence at said date 


LIGHT-HOUSE, ILLINOIS RIVER. 


Mr. KNAPP, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2486) extending the operations of the Light-House Board over Illi- 





oo 


A te 


S-aiticisiah mesic: Ailes 


Ca 
et nating cea Ml er 


; . 


CONGRESSIONAL 


384 


nois River, and for other purposes; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 


SAFE INVESTMENT PEOPLE'S SAVINGS. 


Mr. PEDDIE. I ask unanimous consent to submit the following 
preamble and resolution : 


OF 


Whereas, in the present impaired condition of public confidence in savings-banks 
and kindred institations safety more than ever will be sought rather than high 
rates of interest, which recent experience has shown to be more frequently paid 
from principal than earnings; and 

Whereas every facility should be offered to the people for safe investment of 

mall savings : 

Kesolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized to 
appoint postmasters of towns and cities of five thousand population and upward 
igents for the sale of 4 per cent. United States bonds of denominations of $100 or 


Mr. WADDELL. I move that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WOOD. That subject is already before the Committee of Ways 
aud Means, and I shall object to its introduction unless it takes that 
reterence. 


Mr. WADDELL. If my friend from New York will permit me I 


will state why I move the reference of this resolution to the Com- | 


mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. There are now before that 
committee (having been referred to it by the House) two bills relat- 
ing to this subject. 
machinery for the proposed system of postal savings-banks, includ- 
ing the issuing of certificates for deposits and the funding of them 


in 4 per cent. Government bonds, being an improvement on the plan | 


proposed in 1873. There is no necessity for two or more committees 
to have charge of the same subject, and therefore I hope the resolu- 
tion will 
Roads. 

Mr. WOOD. 1 object. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is uot before the House, objection 
being made. 

LOUIS KRUGER, 


Mr. DOUGLAS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
24287) for the relief of Louis Kruger, of Fredericksburgh, Virginia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN W. FAIRFAX. 
Mr, DOUGLAS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint reso- 


lution (H. R. No. 84) for the relief of John W. Fairfax, of Virginia; | 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
MERCHANT SEAMEN, 

Mr. McCOOK, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2488) to amend title 53 of the Revised Statutes relating to merchant 
seamen; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN GAVIN. 


Mr. MCMAHON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


2489) granting a pension to John Gavin, of the Sixteenth New York 
Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM JOHNSON. 


Mr. MCMAHON also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No, 2490) granting a pension to William Johnson ; which wasread 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


AUGUST LAMPP. 


Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


2491) granting a pension to August Lampp; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and | 


orde:ed to be printed. 
H. M. BILLINGSLEY. 
Mr. RYAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2492) 


for the relief of H. M. Billingsley, late of Company I, Fourth Regi- | 
ment Indiana Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | &® ; : ~ * 
mittee on Military Af and ordered t printed | sbip-canal and harbor up to the close of season’s operation of 1477, and furnish the 


| game to the House as soon as practicable. 


DISTRICT COURT, STATE OF LOUISIANA. 


Mr. ELAM, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2493) 


for the better organization of the district court of the United States 
within the State of Louisiana; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be | 


printed, 


SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, RAILROAD BRIDGE, ETC, 


Mr. ELAM also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. | 
2494) to authorize the construction of a railroad bridge at or near | 


Shreveport, Louisiana, and also another across the Ouachita River, 
at or near Monroe, in the same State; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


| nesday next after the morning hour, not to interfere with appropi 


One is an elaborate bill, which provides the | 


be referred to the Committee on the Post-Oflice and Post- | 
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ASA WEEKS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, by unanimous consent, from thp 
Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a petition to compensate = 
Weeks for his labor and expense in perfecting torpedo machinery ana 
the art of torpedo warfare for the sole and exclusive benetit of ‘he 
United States, and for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, with the accompanying report ordered to be printed, and 
recommnitted, not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN AND OTHER WARs. 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I ask unanimous consent to report 
back from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, with amendment 


| the bill (H. R. No. 257) granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailor. 


of the Mexican and other wars therein named, and to move that 1), 
bill with the amendments and the report be print: d, referred to thy 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and tha 
the bill be made a special order in Committee of the Whole for Weg 
tion bills. 

The SPEAKER. There is already a special order for that day 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Then I will say Thursday. 

Mr. REAGAN. There is already a special order for Thursday, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest the following Tuesday 
There is a special order for Thursday. I'riday is private-bill day, ay) 
possibly on Saturday the House may not be in session. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Then I will ask that the bill be maq 

special order for Tuesday of the week after next. 

Mr. CONGER. What is the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair y 
ask for objections to its being made a special order. 

Mr. EDEN. This will be the first bill on the public Calendar any 
how. 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the bill being made a spe- 
cial order for Tuesday week? 

Mr. CONGER. Is it reported from a committee ? 

The SPEAKER. It is reported from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. It is reported with amendments, and there is a written 
report accompanying the bill. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. 
committee. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope that if the bill be made a special order it 
will be required to be subject to the consideration of appropriation 
bills. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will make that limitation. 

Mr. CONGER. Has the bill been printed? 

The SPEAKER. The bill is in print, but the amendments are not. 

Mr. CONGER. I would suggest to the gentleman that the bill lx 
| printed with the amendments. 

The SPEAKER. That is what he asks. 

Mr. CONGER. But he asks also to have it made a special order. 

The SPEAKER. And that requires unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONGER. I have no objection to an order that the bill be 
printed with the amendments, but I object to its being made a spe- 
cial order, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Alabama can present the 
bill when his committee is called in the morning hour. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. 1 will withdraw the request that the 
bill be made a special order, and merely move its reterence to the 
| Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The bill, with the amendments and the report, 
will be printed and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
public Calendar. 

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS OF THE WAR OF 1512. 

Mr. WATSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2495) to extend the provisions of existing laws relating to soldiers 
and sailors of the war of 1812; which was read a first aud second time, 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 


STURGEON BAY AND LAKE MICHIGAN SHIP-CANAL. 
Mr. LYNDE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
olution ; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to procure the latest informa 
tion in relation to the improvements made en the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan 


It is reported by a majority of the 





Mr. LYNDE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. lask the gentleman to yield to me that I may 
troduce a bill for reference. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I will yield for references only. 

W. A. REID. : 

Mr. BLOUNT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 2496) for the relief of W. A. Reid, of Eatonton, Georgia; which was 
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da first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
res ordered to be printed. 

A. W. OVERTON. 

Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
o4y7) for the reliet of A. W. Overton, of Davidson County, Tennes- 
~ os which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
toe on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

; EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR 1820. 

Mr. REAGAN. Yesterday I reported from the Committee on Com- 
were a resolution which was adopted, requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to furnish an itemized statement of the exports and im- 
ports of merchandise of the United States for the fiscal year ending 
September 1, 1820. I find that the date requires to be corrected, and 
I therefore ask unanimous consent to modify the resolution by strik- 
ing out September 1, and inserting in lieu thereof September 30. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was modified accord- 


gC 


7) 
ney: MRS. HEINRICI. 

Mr. ITTNER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
9492) granting a pension to Mrs. Heinrici; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

MRS. MARY O'LOUGHLIN. 


Mr. ITTNER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2499) for the relief of Mrs. Mary O’Loughlin; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HENRY WOECKENER. 

Mr. ITTNER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. 
No. 2500) for the relief of Henry Woeckener; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ASA FAULKNER AND OTHERS. 


Mr. EDEN, by unanimous consent, reported back from the Com- 
mittee on War Claims the bill (H. R. No. 374) for the relief of Asa 
Faulkner and others, of Tennessee, and moved that the committee 
je discharged from the further consideration of the same, and that it 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, not to be brought 
back on a motion to reconsider. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT NEW ORLEANS. 

Mr. DARRALL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
201) making an appropriation of $25,000 to continue the construc- 
tion of the cuastom-house at New Orleans; which was read afirst and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I now insist on the regular order. 


PERSONS CHARGED WITH CRIMES COMPETENT WITNESSES. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the morning 
hour begins at thirty-two minutes past twelve o’clock, and the un- 
tinished business in the morning hour is the bill reported with amend- 
ments from the Committee on the Judiciary by the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. FrYE,] the bill (H. R. No. 912) to make persons charged 
with crimes and offenses competent witnesses in the United States 
courts. 

Mr. FRYE. One of the amendments reported by the Committee on 
the Judiciary to this bill is to strike out the words “‘and courts-mar- 
tial and courts of inquiry.’ The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gar- 
FIELD] desires that that amendment shall not be concurred in. I 
agree with him in that desire. The words were stricken out simply 
from an idea that it was mingling civil and military law, and as the 
Committee on the Judiciary had no feeling about the matter at all 
] propose to restore those words. 

he SPEAKER. That requires a vote of the House. 

Mr.GARFIELD. If the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Fryr] will 
a me, I should like to make a remark in reference to this ques- 

The SPEAKER. The bill was reported with this as an amend- 
ment, and it is impossible now for the committee to withdraw it; 
the (uestion must be decided by a vote of the House. 
3 Mr. GARFIELD. The House can reject the amendment, and I 
rw ¢ they will do so. I agree with the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. 
“RYE, } that there should be no mingling of military and civil juris- 
“ction. We are here settling upon a rule of evidence and a rule of 
~—— that has been adopted in most of the States in the Union, 
and when the United States Government comes to adopt that rule it 
ought to make it apply to all courts, so that the party accused shall 
on right to testify ; and the same right pertains to a military 
ia : ; 3 soldier on trial before a military court as it does to a civil- 
a while I res ect the delicacy of the committee in making the 
do tees I still think that the adoption of that amendment would 

sa : ice to the Army, and that every accused officer or man would 

Mi rere privilege that is afforded by this bill upon a civilian. 


° - I hope the H i j 
fered by the a” ouse will reject the first amendment 


VII 25 





The question was taken upon the first amendment of the commit- 
tee ; and it was not agreed to. 

The next amendment reported by the Committee on the Judiciary 
was to add to the first section the following words: 


And his failure to mak 


hi such request shall not create any presumption against 
1im. 


So that it will read: 


: That in the trial of all indictments, informations, complaints, and other proceed 
ings against persons charged with the commission of crimes, offenses, and misde- 
meanors in the United States courts and courts-martial and courts of inquiry 
in any State or Territory, including the District of Columbia, the person so charged 
shall, at his own request, but not otherwise, be a competent witness; and his failure 
to make such request shall not create any presumption against him. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The third amendment reported by the Committee on the Judiciary 
was to strike out the second section of the bill, as follows: 

That nothing herein contained shall be construed as compelling any such person 
to testify; nor shall any inference of his guilt result if he does not testify ; nor 


shall the counsel for the prosecution comment thereon in case the respondent does 
not testify. 


Mr. CARLISLE. I should like to inquire of the gentleman from 
Maine [| Mr. FRYE] whether the amendment already adopted prohibits 
the counsel of the prosecution from commenting upon the defendant’s 
refusal to testify. 

Mr. FRYE. It does, under the provision of the bill that no pre- 
sumption shall arise against the prisoner by reason of his refusal to 
testify. That is the law of Massachusetts, and we propose to adopt 
it as a law of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JACOBS. I move to amend the bill by inserting after the 
words “ United States courts” the words “and territorial courts.” 
The territorial courts are not courts of the United States, and the 
Supreme Court of the United States has decided time and time again 
that the proper appellation of one of those courts is “ a territorial 
court.” It is true that they have had conferred upon them the juris- 
diction that pertains to the district and circuit courts of the United 
States ; but laws that apply to the United States courts do not apply 
to the territorial courts. I hope that the gentleman will be willing to 
apply the same principles to the territorial courts that he proposes 
to apply to the United States courts. 

Mr. FRYE. Iam willing that the amendmeut should be agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE. I now demand the previous question on the engross- 
ment of the bill as amended. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the bill was cele to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the passage of the bill; and being put, 
there were—ayes 133, noes 25. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I call for the yeas and nays on the passage of 
the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 20 members voting in 
favor thereof, not one-fifth of the last vote. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. , 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. FRYE] that the title of the bill had better be amended. 

Mr. FRYE. 1 move that the title of the bill be amended by adding 
the words * and territorial courts;” so that it will read: “ ‘To make 
persons charged with crimes and offenses competent witnesses in the 
United States courts and territorial courts.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the title was 
amended ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

WEST VIRGINIA GRANGE. 

On motion of Mr. CUTLER, the Committee on Agriculture was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of a resolution in relation to 
the West Virginia grange ; and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, not to be brought back by a motion to re- 
consider. 

ELLA P. MURPHY. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 
1502) for the relief of Ella P. Marphy ; and the same was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the report 
ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES W. DENTON. 

Mr. BANNING, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 

back the bill (H. R. No. 1735) for the relief of Charles W. Denton ; 
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and moved that the committee be discharged from its further eon- 


sideration, and that the same be referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 
rhe motion was agreed to. 
JAMES WIER GRAYDON. 

Mr. BANNING, from the same committee, also reported back the 
bill (H. R. No. 1252) to authorize the President of the United States 
to place the name of James Wier Graydon, United States Navy, on 
the lieutenants’ list in such place as to make his date and rank cor- 
respond with the date of his enlistment in the volunteer Army of 
the United States; and moved that the committee be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that the same be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, not to be brought back on a motion to 
reconsider, 

The motion was agreed to. 


BOUNTY LANDS, 


Mr. BANNING, from the same committee, alsoreported back the bill | 


(1H. R. No. 1650) in relation to the soldiers, sailors, marines, and offi- 
cers of the late Union Army whose combined term of service amounts 


to five years and upwards, and amending section 2305 of the Revised | 


Statutes; and moved that the committee be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that the same be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 

HENRY MEHRING. 

Mr. BANNING, from the same committee, also reported back the 
bill (HL. R. No. 1740) for the relief of Henry Mebring ; and moved 
that the committee be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on War Claims, not to be 
brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THREE MONTHS’ EXTRA PAY. 

Mr. BANNING, from the same committee, also reported back, with 
a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 376) for the payment 
to the oflicers and soldiers of the Mexican war of the three months’ 
extra pay provided for by the act of July 19, 1848. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

The bill was read, as follows : 

Be it enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay to 
the officers and soldiers “ envaged in the military service of the United States in 
the war with Mexico, and who served out the time of their engagement or were 
honorably discharged," the three months’ extra pay provided for by the act of July 
19, 1848, and the limitations contained in said act, in all cases, upon the presenta- 
tion of enn evidence that said extra compensation has pot been previously 
received, 

Mr. EDEN. I would like to hear some explanation of this bill. 

Mr. BANNING. In order that the House may understand the bill, 
I ask the Clerk to read section 5o0f an act passed in 1848, providing 
for the payment of three months’ extra pay to the officers and sailors 
of the Mexican war. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

See. 5. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates engaged in the military service in the war with Mexico, 
and who served out the term of their engagement, or bave been or may be honor- 
ably discharged ; and, first, to the widows ; second, to the children ; third, to the 

yvaronts; and fourth, to the brothers and sisters of such who have been killed 
in battle, or who died in service, or who, having been honorably discharged have 
since died, or may hereafter die without receiving the three months’ extra pay 
herein provided for, shall be entitled to receive three months’ extra pay: Provided, 
‘That the provisions of this fifth section shall only apply to those who have been in 
actual service during the war. 

Mr. EDEN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
BANNING ] why it is that the payment of these claims has been de- 
ferred for so long a time? 

Mr. BANNING. If I can have the attention of the House for a 
moment I will explain this bill. A similar bill was reported to the 
House in the last Congress, and passed. Under the law all officers 
and men who served in the Mexican war are entitled to three mcrths’ 
extra pay. There are about one hundred and fifty soldiers of the 
Mexican war who have never called for this extra pay; I believe 
the evidence is that many of them never needed it before. They 
put off calling for it until the appropriation lapsed into the Treasury. 
it will take about $40,000 to pay these men. A bill similar to this 
one passed the last House, but so late in the session that it did not 
reach a hearing in the Senate. The Committee on Military Affairs 
unanimously recommend the passage of the bill now, and I hope no 
one will object to its present consideration and passage. These men 
served faithfully and well in the Mexican war. Under the law just 
read of 1849 they were entitled to receive the money at that time. 
They did not then ask for it, nor for a long time thereafter; some 
may not yet have claimed it and may never call forit. But those 
who are entitled to it and claim it should not be barred by the statute 
or be prevented from getting it because the money has been covered 
into the Treasury. The Government has had the use of this money 
for thirty years, and now the men who earned it by faithful service 
in the Army ask that it be paid to them. I think it is just and right 
that they should have it, and ask a vote upon the passage of the 
bill. 








Le 
Mr. CLYMER. What is the estimated amount which wil] be re. 


| quired by this bill? 


Mr. BANNING. About $40,000. 

Mr. EDEN. In what manner will the Department ascertain 4), 
amount to be paid? - 
Mr. BANNING. Upon certificates presented to the proper oft 
of the Treasury, and full proof made to them as required by the »\ 
law. os 

Mr. SAMPSON, 
question ? 

Mr. BANNING. Certainly. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Was there in the original act allowing this th, 
months’ extra pay any limitation upon the time in which appli 
tion should be made for it? Pa 

Mr. BANNING. There was no limitation; but the trouble js ; 
appropriation made to pay these men has now lapsed into the Tye 
ury. 

Mr. SAMPSON. There was no limitation then when the ap»); 
tion should be made? os 

Mr. BANNING. There was not, and probably most of the applica 
tions have been made. : 

Mr. SAMPSON. And the only reason the money has not been paid 
is because there is no appropriation for it? 

Mr. BANNING. That is the only reason I know of. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I introduced this bill originally, and will make , 
brief statement in regard to it. I wrote a letter to the Secretary of 
War, and he informed me that the appropriation for this purpoy 
had lapsed, and all that was necessary was to appropriate the mouey, 
and the survivors would then be paid, as all others had been paid 
before the appropriation lapsed. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. , 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRIVATE REPORTS FROM MILITARY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back the petition of A. W. Hicks, for compensation by reason of mer- 
itorious service, and moved that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported back adversely 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 40) instructing the Secretary of War 
to correct the enrollment of Robert Scott, Company F, Twenty- 
seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; which was laid on the 
table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the bill 
(H. R. No. 1370) to change the date of the muster-in roll of Hillborn 
C. Miller, second lieutenant Company G, First Ohio Heavy Artillery; 
which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the bill 
(H. R.No. 111) for the relief of James Welch, Seventeenth Regiment 
Michigan Volunteers; which was laid on the table, and the accom: 
panying report ordered to be printed. a 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the bill 
(H. R. No, 158%) to authorize and provide for the payment of ail 
debts contracted by the Government in certain States therein named 
since the close of the war; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the public Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. oh 

He also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 20! 
directing the payment of the claim of August Pennsler, Third Obio 
Independent Cavalry ; which was read a first and second time, I 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, au, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. . 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the bill 
(H. R. No. 2059) to change the rank of Robert C, Buchanan, colone: 
on the retired list of the Army ; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying reper 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the pe- 
tition of James 8. King, first lientenant Twelfth United States Ln- 
fantry, for compensation for loss of private property ; whit h was jaid 
on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely = 
bill (H. R. No. 623) for the relief of Robert C. Buchanan, colouel re 
tired) and brevet major-general United States Army ; which was“ 
on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DIBRELL, from the same committee, reported back adver ly 
the bill (H. R. No. 154) to authorize a change of record to be me 
the case of George Hobbs, late private Company L, First Mary! 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him o, 





Cavalry Volunteers ; which was laid on the table, and the acco 
panying report ordered to be printed. - the bill 
He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the 
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ms R. No. 1854) for the relief of W. Jesse Buchanan, late first lieu- 
ten nt Third Michigan Cavalry Volunteers. 

. Mr CONGER. Iask that this bill be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar. 


The SPEAKER. _ It is the gentleman’s right to have that reference | 


». The bill will be so referred, and the accompanying report 
made. 


Pir, DIBRELL. The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the memorial of John Harlow, Tenth Tennessee Infantry, to 
oo a charge of desertion removed, submitted the memorial in the 
to the adjutant-general, who, becoming satisfied that the charge 
a hail stion was erroneous, has had the record corrected accordingly 
a syed a discharge. The committee have directed me to report 


the following resolution : 


cam 


Resolved, That John Harlow, late a private in Company G, Tenth Regiment Ten- | 


» Volunteers, be, and he is hereby, authorized to withdraw from the files of 
his discharge now in possession of its Committee on Military Affairs, 

‘hia memorial to have the charge of desertion against him removed, the adju 

oneral having corrected the records in his office and issued the discharge to 

‘said soldier was entitled, dated December 13, 1877; there having been no 

erse report in his case. 

The resolution was adopted. , 

Mr. DIBRELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

rhe latter motion was agreed to. fs 

Mr. McCOOK, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 
adversely the petition of Alexander M. Vinnege, Company G, One hun- 
dred and fifty-fifth Indiana Volunteers, for relief from the charge of 
desertion; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the 
petition of Mason A. Steele, Company H, First Connecticut Heavy 
Artillery, for relief from the charge of desertion and its consequences ; 
which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. ; 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the 
vill (H. R. No. 455) to direct the Secretary of War to remove the 
charge of desertion now standing against John Haines, and to grant 
him an honorable discharge ; which was laid on the table, and the 
accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported back adversely the 
bill (H. R. No. 87) for the relief of Peter M. Halwick; which was 
laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 


ALEXANDER ANDERSON. 


Mr. McCOOK also, from the same committee, reported back favor- 
ably a bill (H. R. No. 82) for the relief of Alexander Anderson, late 
first lieutenant Fourteenth New York Volunteer Infantry; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calen- 
dar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


ISSUE OF ARMS TO WASHINGTON LIGHT INFANTRY OF CHARLESTON, 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) to authorize 
the Secretary of War to issue certain arms to the Washington Light 
Infantry of Charleston, South Carolina, and moved it be put on its 
passage. 

The preamble recites that by joint resolution of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, approved April 27, 1876, the Secretary of 
War was authorized to issue one hundred and sixty improved breech- 
loading rifles to the Washington Light Infantry of Charleston, South 
Carolina, to enable it to appear and participate in the International 
Centennial Exposition held at Philadelphia; that the governor of 
South Carolina has asked that one hundred and twenty of the said 
rifles and their accouterments, now in use by the above-named or- 
ganization, be debited to the State of South Carolina on its quota, 
and that the bond given for the arms be discharged; and that the 
President, Secretary of War, and Chief of Ordnance have approved 
of such disposition. The resolution then provides that one hundred 
and twenty improved breech-loading rifles, bayonets, scabbards, and 
cartridge-boxes be charged to the State of South Carolina, for the 
use of the Washington Light Infantry of Charleston, and that the 
vond of R_C. Gilchrist, George D. Bryan, R. D. Mure, J. J. Small, 
aud G. A. Follin, given for the same, be discharged, ujfon the proper 
oticer of the State of South Carolina receipting for the said arms 
and aceouterments. 


Mr. CONGER. Does not that appropriate the property of the Gov- 
ernment ? 


the SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Michigan make the 
point of order ? 

' Mr. CONGER. I do make the point of order that, appropriating 
“ue property of the Government, it must have its first consideration 
in the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina. It merely provides that these 
ne already in the hands of the Washington Light Infantry of 
-harleston, South Carolina, furnished for the purpose indicated, shall 

charged to the State of South Carolina, which has already over- 

awn its proportion. It does not strike me as involving the appro- 
Priation of money or liable in any sense to the point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The rule reads “ property ” as well as ‘‘ money.” 





ad 


| 


| time ; 





Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina. I hope there will be no objection 
to passing the resolution at this time. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Michigan insist on his 
point of order? 


Mr. CONGER. No; 
order in this case. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


and being engrossed, it was ac« ordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, moved to reconsider the vote by 


I believe I will not insist on the point of 


| which the joint resolution was passed; and also moved that the 


motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

J. FITZGERALD. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, also, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back favorably a bill (H. R. No. 796) for the 
relief of J. Fitzgerald, assistant surgeon, United States Army; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- 
endar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM M. PLEAS AND J. F. JONES. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, also, from the same committee, re- 
ported back the claim of William M. Pleas and J. F. Jones vs. The 
United States, and moved that it be referred to the Committee on 
War Claims; which motion was agreed to. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey, from the same committee, reported ad- 
versely on the following cases; which were laid on the table, and 
the reports ordered to be printed: 

Petition of John 8. Poindexter, asking that his military record be 
corrected as a member of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry, State militia; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1688) for the relief of R. H. Flavell; and 

A bill (H.R. No. 461) forthe relief of Peter Schonden, late a corpo- 
ral of Company K, Twelfth Indiana Volunteer Cavalry, a resident of 
White County, Indiana. 

Mr. EDEN moved to reconsider the action taken by the House in 
the several cases to-day; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONSULATE AT OMOA AND TRUXILLO. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported back favorably a bill (H. R. No. 1454) to change 
the name of the consulate at Omoa and Truxillo. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the name of the ‘‘Consu- 
late at Omoa and Truxillo” be, and the same is hereby, changed to 
the “Consulate at Ruatan and Truxillo.” 

The report, which was read, is as follows: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No 
1454) to change the name of the “Consulate at Omoa and Truxillo,”’ have had the 
same under consideration, and submit the following report 

The above title of the said consulate was given by act of Congress of August 18, 
1856, at which time Omoa was the principal port of the export trade with the 
United States, which trade has now been transferred to Ruatan, at which place 
the trade of the United States with the Bay Islands and the mainland of Hon- 
duras, which trade is increasing, is now largely centered. 

The committee therefore recommend the passage of said bill changing the name 
of the above consulate from that of the ‘‘ Consulate at Omoa and Truxillo” to that 
of the ‘‘ Consulate at Ruatan and Truxillo.” 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

THANKS TO HENRY M. STANLEY. 

Mr. COX, of New York, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
reported back joint resolution (H. R. No. 52) with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass with a substitute. 

The Clerk read the substitute, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled, That, regarding with just pride the achievements of their countryman, 
Henry M. Stanley, the distinguished explorer of Central Africa, the thanks of the 
people of the United States are eminently due, and are hereby tendered to him, as 
a tribfite to his extraordinary patience, prudence, fortitude, enterprise, courage, and 
capacity in solving by his researches many of the most important geographical 
problems of our age and globe, problems of continental scope involving the progress 
of our kind in commerce, science, and civilization. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The original resolution sent to our com- 
mittee was somewhat longer and perhaps more diffuse than the res- 
olution the committee has directed me to report. I have but little 
to say in the advocacy of this resolution. The fame of Stanley is 
world-wide. The House and the country know that since this 
intrepid explorer passed through that wonderful interior of the un- 
known continent and reached the sea-coast he has passed around 
the cape, came up the Red Sea, and from Egypt he has journeyed to 
Rome, and thence to Paris. Everywhere he has been honored con- 
spicuously by other peoples, countries, and governments. His career 
challenges the admiration of all that is heroic in our race. I think, 
therefore, that, in the language of the resolution, it is eminently 
fitting and just that the American people through their Representa- 
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tives should signalize their appreciation of the remarkable discoveries, 
and the acquisitions to science which he has made. He has made 
harmonious and clear the discoveries of other intrepid explorers, and 
stands first among those who have given an impulse to the progress 
and humanity of our time. lask, therefore, that the resolution be 
adopted, and I hope it will be adopted unanimously. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I should like to hear read the original resolu- 
tion which was referred to the committee. 

The joint resolution as referred to the committee was read, as fol- 
low S: 

R vd, dc., That, with a just pride in the achievements of their countrymen, 
the thanks of the people of the United States are hereby extended to Henry M. 
Stanley, the disungu shed explorer of Central Africa, who, by extraordinary pa 
tience, fortitude, enterprise, courage, and capacity, has solved the last imporiant 
geographical problems of the globe; problems which have hitherto bafiled the 
efforts of all civilized men, and the solution of which was of more consequence to 
the race than that of any others, the discovery of America alone excepted, which 
have been presented since the earliest times, thereby opening a continent of im- 
mense extent and resources and of vast populations to the blessings of Christian 
civilization, and enlarging the happiness of mankind. 


The substitute for the joint resolution was adopted. 

The joint resolution, as amended by the adoption of the substitute, 
was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. COX, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. MILLS. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. The Chair desires to submit to the House 
sundry executive communications. 

CLAIM OF BRITISH” WHALING-BARK CHANCE. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of State, in relation to the claim of the 
British whaling-bark Chance for losses sustained in transporting 
to Honolulu in 1871 ninety-six seamen belonging to the American 
whaling-fleet which was wrecked in that year; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


. 
ARTILLERY SCHOOL AT FORTRESS MONROE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting estimate of the funds 
required for the support of the artillery school, United States Army, 
at Fortress Monroe, Virginia; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report on the superin- 
tendence, management, and repair of the Louisville and Portland 
Canal; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 66, DEPARTMENT OF TENNESSEE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a certified copy of 
Special Order No. 66, headquarters Department of Tennessee, 1863 ; 
which was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

SAMUEL OVERSHINE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the petition of Samuel 
Overshine, for compensation for personal property lost by the wreck 
of the United States Steamer Don Cameron; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

JAMES B. EADS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, stating that, in accordance with 
the provisions of paragraphs 2 and 10 of the fourth section of the 
river and harbor act of March 3, 1875, he had made requisition upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury for the second payment of the $500,000 
in favor of James B. Eads, and transmitting ube documents on which 
said action was based; which was referred to the Committec on Com- 
merce, 

DR. THOMAS OWENS. 


On motion of Mr. KIMMEL, by unanimous consent, leave was given 
to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the case of Dr. 
Thomas Owens, there being no adverse report thereon. 


ORDER OF BUSLNESS. 


Mr. ATKINS. I move that the rules be suspended and that the 
a resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Before the House goes into committee I desire to 
offer a resolution for reference to the Committee on Rules. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the State Department be 
increased in number to nine members, and that, while engaged in the investigations 


of the matters required by the rules and resolutious of tuis House, said committee 
be allowed a clerk, to be paid out of the contingent fand of the House. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that under the 
the Committee of Accounts are charged with the considerati, 
matters relating to the employment of clerks. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This embraces also a change of the rules j 
creasing the number of the committee. ae 

There being no objection, the resolution was referred to the ( 
mittee on Rules. 
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PAYMENTS TO NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Iask unanimous consent to offer for present cor 
sideration the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby requested to Teport for 
the information of the House at as early a day as practicable the various sums 
the date thereof which have been paid by the action of the United States in in: 
est, in coin and currency respectively, to the national banks upon the bonds |; 
for the security and the redemption of the currency issues of said banks 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. WOOD. I would like to hear the resolution again read. 

The resolution was again read. 

There being no objection, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BRIGHT moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolutiy 
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be |,\) 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

AUGUSTUS B. GOODALL. 

Mr. BEEBE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2503) for the relief of Augustus B. Goodall, postmaster at Port Jervis, 
New York; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ale 


PAUPERS IN PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House q 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a communication trom 
the Surgeou-General of the Army, in relation to the appropriation jor 
the support of paupers in Providence Hospital ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

HARRIET LEONARD. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2504 
granting a pension to Harriet Leonard ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, ani 
ordered tu be printed. 

NAVAL OFFICIALS. 

Mr. SINGLETON (by request) introduced a joint resolution (H.R 
No. 87) for the relief ot certain officials of the Navy; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Ailais 
and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS ARMSTRONG. 

Mr. BICKNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2505) for the relief of 
Francis Armstrong ; which was read a tirst and second time, reterred 
to the Committee on Military Afiairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLYMER. 1 move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. ATKINS. The motion to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union has already been agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. BEEBE in the chair.) 

THE FINANCES. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. Speaker, the financial issue in this country is 
deeper than this discussion. It is not the question of resumpton ot 
specie payments on the Ist day of January, 1879; it is not whether 
silver shall be remonetized and made ameasure of value worth ninety- 
two cents instead of a goid measure worth one hundred ceuts in that 
metal. The underlying issue is whether the precious metals shall 
continue to be the measure of values in the monetary 5) stem of Uus 
country, and ultimately, as they have been since the dawn oi ci\L- 
ization, in that of the world. 

The advocates of * absolute money”—that is, irredeemable money 
having no intrinsic or commodity value—are very numerous cue 
poweriul. It is useless to attempt to disguise the tact proclaimed 1 
the elections and in speeches and votes in both Houses of Congres 
that within the last year they have rapidly increased ; that they bs) 
contro! of great sections of the country, if not of Congress, aud a 
increasing more rapidly among the people now than ever beture.— 

The silver movement—the attempt not to remonetize that lets 
at a value equal with gold, and then maintain just relations betwer 
these metals as the Constitution requires, but at eight cents less 
the gold measure and tive cents less than the value ot the greeubuch— 
is one side-show on their programme. The attempt to repeal tle! 
sumption act is another. in the management ot these subsidiary © 
hibitions they have secured the unwilling service of many Uplis 
men who do not quite see the nefarious nature of the great hums 
which they accompany, and to which they lend an unfortunate oc 
gree of character and prostituted respectability. And by the w= 
“prostituted respectability” I do not mean to imply that the Mass °° 
the advocates of absolute money are not entirely sincere. On 
contrary, in their sincerity lies the chief danger to be upprebendes 
from them. A large body of men is not apt to commit an peace on 
wrong, and I here and now declare that | aceord to others every 0% 
est and honorable intent which I claim for myself. I do not inten 
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dulge in the offensive language which has not been wholly ab- 

= tf m this debate. I only refer to the bad and ruinous belief 

—. ‘ther entertain, the destructive nature of which is no more ob- 

— by their sincerity than the tortures of the martyrs were justi- 
hed ‘and relieved by the zeal of the persecutor. 

Both these subordinate movements above referred to are of the 

same tendency, but are only, in my belief, preliminary to the great 


‘onilict which in case of their success here and now lies beyond, | 


vet ween irredeemable currency and coin. is 

Many of the leading advocates of these preliminary measures are 

a i declare that they are so because these are steps toward “ab- 
30 au J, : 
olute money.” One of the very ablest advocates of absolute or 
national money, as its friends sometimes call it, in closing its review 
= the recent hard-money speech of Senator KERNAN, in the other 
end of the Capitol, thus exclaims : 

[Extract from the Irish World of December 22, 1877. 

And so let us take leave of Mr. Kernan and his favorite crowd. And having 
Jone go, let us turn short, with a parting word to our silver champions in Congress. 
It ia this : “Getup outof your entang ements of the relative values—the 412} 
vrains—the 16 to 1—the gold market and the silver market in London and Ham- 
borg and elsewhere—the quotations of to-day, the echoes of yesterday, and the 


probabilities of the morrow. Come out to the high, clear, unchanging ground of | 


the national money, with its broad, firm basis of the whole nation and all it con- 
tains.” ‘ Redeemable ?” do you say? Ay, everywhere—in everything—all men 
obliged to you for allowing them to redeem it. 

Every day, gentlemen, that you spe a 
the knaves on these side issues is a daily loss to the nation. 


l only call attention to these things in passing, and by no means 


design to include among the advocates of a perpetually irredeemable 
or unpaid currency all, or nealy all, who favor the repeal of the re- 


sumption act at this time; nor of those who are desirous of substi- | 


tuting ninety-two cents in silver for the gold measure of values. 

| mean only to say that I think the success of these measures is 
the partial success of the principles, or rather want of principles, 
upon which an irredeemable currency is based, and will go far to- 
ward producing the evils which would result from its adoption. 


I believe that such a currency never will be adopted by this coun- | 


try, because discussion will kill it. Nothing but discussion, or the 
ruin resulting from experience, will destroy it. 

So generally and so ably have the questions of resumption and re- 
monetization been discussed by others, that I shall dwell upon them 
but briefly and that hereafter, and shall now ask the indulgence of 
the House to some observations upon the main question behind the 
measures now pending in Congress. And first I ask indulgence to 
state a few common truths as to the 

NATURE AND USES OF MONEY. 

By far the most important use of money is as a measure of values. 
That which measures value must possess value, just as that which 
measures longitude must have length, and that which measures grav- 
ity must itself have weight. In other words, value alone can meas- 
ure value, because measurement is only the ascertainment of an un- 
known thing by comparison with a known and definite quantity or 
proportion of the same substance or quality. All things and quanti- 
ties of things are and can be measured only by thei« like. 
ment being simply comparison how can this be otherwise? How can 
you measure or compare color with weight, or lengti with density, 
one quality by a different quality, or witb no quality? which is what 
is attempted by substituting for a measure having in itself intrinsic 
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or uses are different both in kind and in degree, and the varying sup- 
ply and needs of men develop exchangeability and trade. 

Che precious metals have value. Why? Because the innate sense 
of beauty and desire for personal adornment and for ornamental util- 
ities find in them that quality which, better than in any other thing, 
answers to these natural needs of the soul. Again, the progress of 
society and trade intercourse have developed a necessity which oth- 
erwise would not exist for a medium of exchange and measure of 
values and of liquidating balances of value in trade. The precious 
metals are found to answer all of these purposes better than any 
other objects whatever, and these two metals together meet the re- 
quirements of the whole human race as measures of value and me- 
diums of exchange. They are natural money, the only real money of 
universal adoption and recognition. They are the blood of commerce. 

It is a fundamental principle of finance that money, real money, 
must have in itself real value (of which the coinage and legal-tender 
quality are a part) corresponding to its nominal value; that is, in 
the same degree as the value or use possessed by the commodity 
which it measures. Thus, if twenty times one dollar is the measure 
of the value that is in a cow, then the twenty dollars must really 
possess the same power to serve mankind and be as difficult to ob- 
tain as the cow or any other commodity which in the market would 
be exchangeable for the cow; and all monetary systems which do 
not embrace this primary truth must tumble to the ground, carrying 
with them the business which has been based upon them. 

Ido not mean to say that an article or commodity which in the 
material of which it is made possesses this equivalent value, or any- 
thing like relative worth, must be used in effecting the manual de- 
livery of commodities in every instance. The real exchange is 
ordinarily the transfer of the right or title to them; but there must 
be a fixed value personified in some tangible thing to which if they 
choose to actually resort they can do so, and by reference to which 
the values in the respective commodities are measured and agreed 
upon between the parties. The manual delivery is often of a bulky 
commodity on one side and of a mere credit or promise to pay or 
real money on the other, or it may be of a value made up of two or 
all of these. 

When a transaction is complete and no credit is given, if there is 
no cheating or mistake and the contract is fully executed on both 
sides, no subsequent question arises as to the use of money; but if 
a credit is given, a new necessity arises. There must be some article 
agreed upon or understood between the parties which shall measure 
the credit and its liquidation. Credit is a value thus measured and 
defined at its creation, the actual payment or delivery of property 
for which is deferred; but it must be measured just like the other 
value or the commodity which is transferred at the time of the 
original transaction. 

The value of the given quantity of the commodity, or of the arti- 
cle for which credit is given, is liable to change before the termina- 
tion of the credit. It may increase or diminish, it may fluctuate. 
Some articles vary greatly, like corn ; others, like gold, very littlo from 
year to year. 

Now, unless the creditor can be assured of payment in some thing 








| having as nearly as possible a steady value, he will give no credit, 


value, like gold, a measure of value which does not in itself possess | 


that property which it undertakes to measure in other things. 

Money does not measure the physical attributes of commodities, 
but its great office is to test and measure the degree of that all-im- 
portant power or quality which they possess, called value, namely, 
their desirableness for the uses of man, coupled with their difficulty 
or cost of attainment. 

A measure of commodities is a measure of their bulk, of their ex- 
tension, their length, breadth, and thickness. The same commodity 
oftentimes will serve many of the uses or needs of mankind, and the 
same purposes which other articles will also subserve. Thus an ox 
will make food and clothing, furnish transportation, and break the 
soil. The sheep will furnish food and another form of clothing, and 
‘aus sustain a great specific industry. Corn, again, furnishes food 
both for man and beast, and thus may be said to give us both the ox 
and sheep as well as to answer directly the use of food to man. 


but retain his commodity or seek some other market. 

Again, expgrience teaches men that they cannot trust each other 
always; misthderstandings and disputes arise; hence the necessity 
of legal tribunals to enforce the obligation of contracts. 

But of what avail isthe judgment of a court without there is some 
common measure of its value into which, or according to which, the 
officer of the law can convert any property of the debtor to the use 
of the creditor, and pay the debt? 

And since the law to enforce contracts must exist, and honest mis- 
takes, and disputes, either honest or dishonest, may arise between 
the parties as to the obligation of their contract, and as the creditor 
may seek to prosecute an action improperly and oppressively, it is 
obvious that society, which substitutes the peaceful remedies of the 
law for nature’s resort to force, must provide for the protection of the 
debtor and defendant as well as for the creditor a certain form of 
property or legal-tender money, which being offered in payment of 


| the credit or in bar of the legal remedy extinguishes the first and 
| protects against the wrongful prosecution of the other. 


Now, the basis of all kinds or qualities of value lies in the fact that | 


these necessities and desires of mankind exist ; and whatever minis- 
ters to those necessities has value, and it has value in human affairs 
‘or no other reason whatever except as it may be adapted to those 
wants and desires. Degree of value depends, as before observed, 
upon two things: the extent of adaptation and difficulty of attain- 
ment, which is only another phrase for cost of production. There is, 
to be sure, a value in air and light and running water, which, except 
under peculiar circumstances, is never measured, because they are 
universally accessible. When so, there is no occasion for a measure 
of their value. There is no difficulty of attainment, no cost of pro- 
duetion. _But the moment the supply of any one of them isstinted and 
there is difficulty of attainment, they at once take their place in the 
list of the most valuable commodities, because the most necessary. 
It is then what is called exchangeable value, which is always an in- 
insic value, and requires a measure in human transactions. Values 


The legal-tender quality of money grows chiefly out of the exist- 
ence of credits, or what is the same thing executory contracts. In 
the largest sense any executory contract is a credit; it is a trust, a 
mutual promise which may be enforced by the courts. Sometimes 
the credit is measured by the terms of the contract in the established 
legal-tender, and sometimes the contract is silent, in which case the 
law and common measure of value enters by mutual understanding 
into the transaction, and in case of disagreement the value of the 
credit is fixed by the judgmeyg of the law in the established legal 
standard. é 

Commercial or trade transactions are anterior in their nature to 
civil government. Government is itself, of course, a source of value 
to all commodities, for without it the use and enjoyment of commod- 
ities would be greatly impeded and the chief value of most of them, 
except absolute necessities, would disappear because the opportuni- 
ties for their use and the power to produce them would disappear 
with the destruction of order and civilization. But the impulse to 
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ossess property and make exchanges is the first step in society. 
a follow; they do not precede this impulse. The confidence of 
man in the honor of his fellow or in his power to protect his own is 
the basis of allexchange. No possessor of property would expose it 
even for a barter exchange but for his confidence that he would not 
be robbed nor cheated in the transaction. Thus, before the existence 
of any such thing as courts of law, two men might meet and ex- 
change a skin for a cow—articles of prime necessity but differing 
largely in value. There being no government, there is no way by 
law to enforce payment for the credit given for the difference. Here 
trust in the honor of man is seen to be the first ingredient in credits, 
for credits do exist, although to a very slight extent, among the most 
barbarous tribes. 

To illustrate: suppose that anterior to the institution of formal 
governments and betore the creation of any means to compel men to 
perform their promises, and before the possible institution of the 
legal-tender quality in any form, two men meet, each with a piece of 
property which he desires to part with and which the other wants, 
and that one is of precisely the same value as the other. Here are 
the conditions of trade in its earliest, simplest form. What will fol- 
low before the transaction can be consummated? First there must 
be produced a certain mental state in each party, a belief that the 
possession of the desired article can be obtained; second, that it is 
intrinsically what it purports or is represented to be—a cow, a horse, 
an ax of stone, or bows and arrows—of the real quality of which 
they seem or are said to be, and these conditions existing, the con- 
tract or agreement of minds follows and the exchange is at once per- 
fected. These conditions not existing, the agreement is impossible 
because of the nature of the human mind. This is commerce, which 
is emphatically the art of agreement and implies peace. The slight- 
est element of force introduced, and true commerce dies. 

The form of trade above given is barter. Proceed, now, one step 
further. Suppose one of the men has an article which he desires 
to part with and which the other desires to possess, but that the 
latter has nothing wanted by the former for use. What must fol- 
low? One of three things: either there will be no mutual agree- 
ment, and hence no mercantile transaction at all; or the owner 
of the article parts with it on trust on the promise of the other to 
deliver an equal value of some kind at another time, which is giv- 
ing credit; or there must be given in exchange to the owner some- 
thing with which the owner can procure that which his necessities 
require. It is not suflicient that the thing offered by the buyer will 
purchase what the seller desires, but that thing must be such as will 
command the belief of the seller that it will buy him the value in 
what he does need of the article with which he parts; and if only 
he so believes, the trade will be consummated, even though his con- 
fidence is misplaced. But this is the very question at the bottom of 
the discussion. Must that thing so received by the seller possess in- 
trinsic or real value equal to that of the article parted with in order 
to command confidence universally and come to be accepted for the 
same use by all mankind? Remember that permanent deception of 
communities is impossible, and that the seller must so believe in every 
instance or there can be no contract, no exchange. There is no gov- 
ernment to coin or stamp this article. There is no legal-tender qual- 
ity possible, for there is no government to make the law. Force is 
out of the question. The owner must be tempted or indaced willingly 
to part with his property, no matter how great the necessity of the 
buyer. The right of property, and to retain it if the owner please, is 
one of the absolute rights of man. 

It is a case which must arise daily in the life of every savage, and 
that it does so, and always has so arisen, is proved by the fact that 
every tribe on earth has and has had its money. The question is, 
what qualities are necessary in order to confer that power to purchase 
upon the thing adopted as money prior to the institution of laws and 
courts. 

It is, I think, apparent that in the early stages of society at least 
money must be some article which is adopted for that use because of 
its natural fitness for it. There are no positive laws. Customary use 
presupposes that very fitness. There is no organized force which 
can at that period confer purchasing power upon money. The use of 
money antedates customs and governments and laws. It must then 
find its purchasing power in the facts that man, even in his wild 
state, and as a condition-precedent to his advancing from that state 
at all, must have a medium of effecting exchanges, and that the thing 
adopted is the best which is known to those who useit. Now, in 
order that it be at all adapted to that use, is it not apparent that it 
must itself be as hard to get as the thing it purchases? Who would 
part with a costly thing for that which, however useful, he could 
obtain anywhere with ease? This is human nature. You cannot 
change or evade this law. 

Money may be gold or silver, or sjells or iron, or pebbles or any 
article whatever adapted to use, an@ the getting of which is suffi- 
ciently difficult to give it value. Grains of sand might be as valua- 
ble as gold if they were no more common and had as many uses as 
gold. If an article could be discovered possessing far greater adap- 
tation to the peculiar uses of money than gold, it would be more 
valuable than gold; it would have more purchasing power. But we 
have just seen that the possession of purchasing power depends upon 
difficulty of procurement, or, in other words, cost of production. 


| them all that each tribe has commodities desirable for the other. an 


Suppose again that a barbarous people has become accustomed t 
the use of a certain thing as theirmoney. Suppose further that th - 
increase in numbers and spread over adjacent territories, and ae 
in contact with surrounding tribes, intercommunication Senshen 
that they have no common medium of exchange. What must follans 
Precisely the same mental process must take place between these 
tribes which we examined in the case of the two individuals of th. 
same tribe. They may learn to believe in and use the curreney “ 
each tribe for atime, but ultimately that which is the best for yg: 
will supplant all others, just as an improvement always drives oy; th . 
thing which precedes it. And in this way it has come to pass that 
gold and silver are the money of mankind, having by thei; — 
perior adaptation to the purpose, their high cost, and many uses hp. 
sides that of currency, and their stability, expelled all other thines 
from the choice and confidence of mankind as a basis or measure os 
values. : 

These precious metals are the money of the race, not alone beeans 
they are objects of beauty and utility. They possess these qualit) 
and uses in addition to their use as money—capacity for use as money is 
itself intrinsic value—and the aggregate value of these metals js si1p. 
ply the aggregation of their uses. They are money independent 0; 
all laws, except the universal law of the mind which leads it to dp. 
sire that which will purchase the supply of its possessor’s wants. 

Nothing else has ever become of universal use as money among 
men. Human search and ingenuity have been tested to their yt. 
most, but they have failed to bring to iight anything but the pr- 
cious metals which commands the confidence of the race as a measure 
of values, irrespective of the laws and governments instituted among 
men. 

It is important to preserve clearly in the mind the fact that the 
money power is a quality or function distinct from any other; but 
it so is, that the only things known which are universal money pos. 
sess other uses than their purchasing power, and this fact making 
them more scarce and difficult to obtain increases their value as com- 
modities. 

Here, then, lies the whole value of money as such: in its convenience 
to serve as a medium of exchange; second, in its cost of production: 
and third, in its convertibility to other uses when that of money is 
less urgent. Gold and silver possess these qualities more largely 
than anything else, and hence are the forms of property or of 
value personified which have become money just as wheat has become 
universal food; and money is as necessary as food to the civilized 
man. It is an all-important factor in the process of civilization 
The savage can live on roots and reptiles without money, but the 
slightest progress implies trade and exchange; they cannot develop 
without money. Governments instituted among men have a certain 
degree of power to control, at least for a time, the money used within 
their jurisdiction. They cannot do so permanently, for the natural 
laws of money will have their way ultimately, and overthrow auy 
government which continues to violate them. But governments cau 
by positive laws select an article in itself convenient for handling as 
a medium of exchange, and by prohibiting, demonetizing, or endeav- 
oring to, the use of gold and silver, by making their substitute hard 
to obtain and difficult to counterfeit, and the only available means 
of exchange, and by conferring the legal-tender quality, they can 
give to that article a temporary money value, corresponding to the 
extent to which they succeed in making it necessary to their peo- 

ple. 
: Hence it isthat paper or any mere token can be made, while natural 
money is partially or wholly displaced, to possess some degree of pur- 
chasing power. It may be that all the governments of the world 
could combine and could agree that paper, having suitable form and 
devices, whose texture should be an eternal secret, should become 
the only money of the race, and if they should make it impossible to 
get more of the paper than enough for actual use, and could vary its 
quantity according to the varying wants of the trade, and if they 
could maintain this state of things forever, and if they could per- 
suade mankind to believe that all these things were and always 
would continue to be, possibly such money, made of a cheap material, 
might be as good as metallic money. But the insuperable obstacle is 
that this state of things cannot be, men cannot believe in it, because 
it is contrary alike to experience and reason, The mental nature 0! 
man makes it impossible. We know better. All nations cannot now, 
and they never will sooner than the millennium, agree upon a substi- 
tute for both gold and silver, nor in the permanent use of a thing as 
money which is not convertible into one or the other of the precious 
metals at the will of the holder. Commercially there is but one 1 
tion on earth, and it must have its universal money, not necessarl'y 
coined or stamped, but a commodity which is a measure of values 
and which independent of political powers answers the world’s neces 
sities for exchanges. Governments will crumble and fall. Whenever 
they do the efficacy which in their power they gave toa token curren’) 
will disappear and the token will fail most just when its creator's 
most in want of its aid. ‘ol 

I think a proper discussion of the subject would develop the fol- 
lowing qualities as existing in the real money of civilized nations: . 

First. Adaptation to that purpose, by which I mean convenien 
in handling, durability, difficulty of imitation, and the like. 
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second. Costliness of production. That which costs nothing is 
; as a purchasing power. a 

Third. The sanction or recognition of the governments within 

pose jurisdiction it is used. By this I do not mean the act of all 
aaa vernments of the world in recognizing gold and silver, which 
the ee by virtue of custom based upon the use and confidence of 
- vevery where, but rather the sanction of each government within 
rt pose jurisdiction, exerted in coinage, fixing the relative value of 
specific quantities of the precious metals, and conferring the legal- 
codes quality upon them ; that is, the power to extinguish the right 
of action in the courts. 4 se Be : 

These qualities are found in the money of civilization. Gold and 
silver alone possess them. They have themselves thus acquired qual- 
ities which did not belong to them while they were the money of bar- 
parians only. These qualities improve their purchasing powers. They 
have, so to speak, been civilized and improved with the race. 

It should be borne in mind that money, as such, supplies no direct 
want of man. That is, it cannot be eaten, it is no protection against 
the elements. It ministers directly to no mental, physical, or spirit- 
nal want of men. It is merely a tool or instrument by means of 
which the procurement of desirable things is nade possible and easy. 
Articles used as money may supply human wants, but in that sense 
they are not money; and the continued use of any thing as money in 
effecting exchanges depends wholly upon the belief that its use for 
that purpose will continue unimpaired. 

Now, we have seen that it isa fundamental truth that mankind 
will not believe in the continuance of that power unimpaired in any- 
thing which is not itself a commodity of great intrinsic value. There 
are many causes, gathered from reason and experience, which have 
created this mental state, and this belief is as much a part of the 
human mind as the love of liberty or the belief in a supreme Power. 
And the great fact that men do so believe and that you cannot make 
them believe otherwise is the vital fact in the whole philosophy of 
money ; and for this reason, which will hold good until the nature of 
the human soul and its beliefs, inherited and inflexibly fixed upon 
this subject, are utterly subverted, it will be impossible to create 
faith in the use of that as money which is not of great value irre- 
spective of its use as such. 

One very strong reason why money must be a commodity valuable 
for other uses than those of exchange is this: the requirements of a 
people for money in exchange vary greatly from time to time, and 
the same is true of its want by the race as a whole. Money idle is 
property wasting away. Hence when it is idle and likely to remain 
s@ it is extremely desirable that money should be of a nature that it 
may be applied to other purposes essential to man. Gold and silver 
coin and bullion in such case seek the melting-pot and are reproduced 
in a thousand forms of beauty and utility until in the returning 
demand for their use in the advancing currents of trade they again 
seek the crucible and resume the forms which commercial conven- 
ience requires. Experience is the great teacher, and it has taught 
this great lesson from the ages of a dim past, uniformly until to-day, 
that no fluctuation of success or of disaster in the affairs of nations 
or of individual men or in the current supply of the precious metals 
can ever deprive them of their almost unvarying purchasing power ; 
and that this uniformity of value largely results from their converti- 
bility to other purposes as well as to that of exchange. And experi- 
ence has equally demonstrated to us, by the record of the greatest 
financial disasters of history, that no article which does not possess 
this power of convertibility to other uses, at substantially the same 
price as it is worth in the form of money, can have permanent value 
as an instrument of trade. This great fact it is which gives to the 
precious metals a very large proportion of their intrinsic value. 
Whoever will introduce a paper or token currency, not convertible 
into coin, and secure its adoption by any nation, must first accom- 
plish a reconstruction of the human mind and overthrow by new 
demonstrations all the existing grounds of human confidence. 

Even if the theory of absolute money were true, how many gen- 
erations would there be, through how many cycles of ruinous experi- 
ment and disastrous demonstration must all nations pass before the 
existing convictions and grounds of confidence in real money can be 
swept away and the use of absolute money can be substituted ; and 
even if, after centuries of destraction, the change conld be effected, 
of what great 90d would it be to the race, since in order to be worth 
as much it must cost the holder as much as gold? 

_ Would token or absolute money cure the evils of speculation and 
inflation and depreciation, the destruction of its own purchasing 
power, the very evils which all experience shows to be the direct and 
inevitable consequence of its introduction in any nation? The uni- 
form depreciation of every form of money not convertible at the will 
of the holder into real money or property of equivalent value demon- 
strates that there would be no stopping place and no reappearance of 
purchasing power until its quantity or bulk had so increased that its 
commodity value should assert itself, so that ultimately a ton of 
paper bills or tokens of absolute money, which might have a face 
value of many millions, wrenched by its original issue from ruined 
holders, would be worth just one ton of waste-paper material, and no 
more. Of course, long before this point would be reached in practice 
these tokens would be worthless, and society, broken by the fury of 
financial storms, would be ping among its own ruins for the 
golden architect who alone can rebuild the editice upon firm founda- 
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tions with its beautiful and majestic proportions restored and en- 
larged. 

It is replied to this argument that paper, shells, skins, and other 
objects of little value have been used as money. But as it has been 
already said no article was ever safely or permanently used as money, 
either in the savage or in the civilized state, which did not answer 
some other use of man than that of a medium of exchange, to which 
use, Whether of personal adornment or as an object of admiration, 
or of the gratification of a mental or physical necessity, it could be 
converted when not demanded as a medium of exchange. And if 
there were such an article, its purchasing use, being its only use, 
would be governed by, and would fluctuate in accordance with, the 
variations of that demand alonc, and therefore much more largely 
than if it possessed additional attributes; hence it would be far less 
titted for the purposes of exchange. Why, then, it is asked, did the 
greenback float and flourish when forced upon the American people? 
Why will the paper bill of the banks command anything within the 
purchasing power of gold? Simply and only because of the promise 
to pay on their face and the faith reposed in it, which makes them 
convertible into coin or property by the measure of coin. Without 
this promise and this faith the greenback never would have possessed 
the function of money, nor would any bank-bill float to-day. 

PROMISSORY MONEY. 

Promissory money or representative money is material which has 
little or no value as such, but which, by reason of the promise on its 
face to pay a commodity or real mouey, has the power of obtaining or 
performing for its possessor all that lies in the power of gold or silver. 

Paper is the article usually employed, when its promise is believed, 
instead of a coin measure, the value of a certain definite quantity and 
quality of which that promise represents. That is, we walk by faith, 
and not by sight. The sign‘is identified with the thing signified and 
may even be preferred to it by reason of its greater convenience and 
safety in the using. 

The promise of the bank to pay in money is enforced by the laws 
of the land, which convert, if necessary, all the property of the bank 
into legal tender to discharge the obligation. It is true that the prom- 
ise may not always be airectly convertible into coin. There may be 
temporary suspensions of specie payment, during which a less valua- 
ble legal tender may be sustained by the law. But this right is only 
that of society to confiscate the property, just as it may impress the 
lives of individuals, for self-preservation. When the absolute neees- 
sity ceases the right ceases, and all money promises are then convert- 
ible into coin. 

No advocate of absolute or token money pretends to deubt that this 
promise of the bank and faith in its performance, either voluntarily 
or through the aid of the courts—that is, the convertibility of the 
promise into an equivalent value measured in coin or the legal-tender 
Government promises, temporarily used as tender and itself soon to 
be convertible into coin—is all which gives the bank-note any ex- 
changeable value whatever. Its purchasing power disappears just as 
fast as confidence in its convertibility from a promise into property 
by the coin measure is destroyed. 

THE NATIONAL-BANK NOTE 

The common national-bank note has a still further quality. It is 
the promise of the bank secured by the collateral promise or bond of 
the Government, so that its convertibility into coin or legal-tender 
money is absolutely sure. The security for this is the promise of the 
Government—that is, of the whole people—which can be enforced by 
the full power of taxation; a power which can seize all property 
whatever for the fulfillment of the pledge, unless the nation repudiates. 

THE GREENBACK. 

The greenback, the other form of paper money with which we are 
familiar, is the promise of the nation to pay in coin seeured by all 
the property of the people, which may be appropriated if necessary 
under the taxing powers of the Government. 

I say that the greenback is a promise to pay coin. 
inception. It is in form a promise to pay dollars. Now, dollars are 
things; they are not promises. Giving a new promise to pay dollars 
is not paying dollars; it is giving a new note for an old one. If it be- 
comes known or suspected that the promise is not to be kept, but only 
to be as “forever spent, renewed forever,” its purchasing power is de- 
stroyed and the promise of a nation depreciates as rapidly as that of a 
bankrupt on ’change; indeed, the promise of the bank is then better 
than the greenback, for the laws will apply through the courts all the 
property of the bank to its debts, while the pledge of the Govern- 
ment is absolutely worthless whenever it refases to tax and pay. 

A dollar is a detinite abstract value, which is represented in con- 
crete, tangible form by a certain specified quantity of a precious 
metal of prescribed purity. A greenback is a promise to pay just 
that sort of a dollar, for there is no other dollar, and the act of 1369, 
pledging payment of the public debt im coin, simply recognized an 
existing obligation; it did not create a new or an additional one. 

To show this with absolute certainty, it is only necessary to re- 
member that in 1862 at its inception the interest on the public debt 
was expressly made payable in coin at all times, even during suspen- 
sion of specie payments generally ; and provision was vom for the 
collection of the customs in gold to insure a fund for that purpose, 
and also to provide a sinking fund for payment of the principal. It 
would be extremely singular if the interest, a mere incident, were 
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made payable in gold when the principal was to be paid in promises, 
made only to be broken. While the payment of coin is suspended by 
force of law the greenback is not paid in coin simply because it is 
not paid at all. The nation defers performance of its promise. It 
may defer performance forever. Then it repudiates, and the promise 
becomes worthless. The greenback is dead. But if it is still legal 
tender it may be used to extinguish or confiscate debts. That power 
may give it value until existing debts are wiped out “as with a 
sponge” in the worthless promises of a repudiating-nation, but you 
can never again persuade one man to trust another until coin money 
is restored. Credit is gone. You have abolished all trade, and re- 
duced society to barbarism until anew and sound coin measure of 
values replaces the old. 

So true it is that commerce is the concrete of which confidence is 
the abstract. Business is absolutely dependent upon a state of mind. 
EXAMINATION OF THE PROPOSED IRREDEEMABLE CURRENCY. 

Now, at this point the believers in absolute money come in and 
propose to abolish promises as an elementin paper money. They also 
propose to abolish the use of all intrinsic values from money. They 
abolish the use of everything as money which is money independent of 
the action of Government. They have no use for the precious metals 
except as objects of merchandise. They ignore as absolute money 
everything but a cheap material and the Government stamp de- 
claring— 

This piece of paper, this bit of tin, this chip, isadollar. It isa legal tender for 
all debts and dues, public and private, for the value of one dollar in gold, (or one 
million, as the case may be,) but this is notapromise. There is nothing toperform. 

That I may be sure to properly state what absolute money is claimed 
to be, I quote a vigorous and condensed statement of its supposed 
nature and qualities from one of the ablest, most honest, and there- 
fore being radically wrong on this vital subject, most dangerous 
journals in this country. The Irish World in its issue of December 
1 thus declares and defends its faith : 

Now we come to paper money: what we want in that way is absolute money. 
The greenback is not such. The greenback has done great and immortal service 
for this country. When gold failed in the hour of peril it made its appearance in 
the field and brought the nation triumphantly through a four years’ ensanguined 
struggle. It visited every manufacturing town and village and started the forces 
of industry in motion. And now, every year, it saves to the people twenty millions 
of dollars—which twenty millions a year the industry of the nation must saddle on 
top of the two thousand million national debt if Sherman and the bond lords are 
allowed to have their way burning up the greenback and substituting interest- 
bearing bonds in their place. This is what the greenback has done. Yet, tech- 
nically, itis logical. The greenback is a legal tender for debt, and yet its tace 
says itis but Ppl to pay adebt! We want no “ promises.” The paper 
money the Lrish World contends for should read : 

“UNITED STATES TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

This isone dollar. Signed, , Treasurer.” 

The greenback is based on gold; so are the United States bonds; so were Rus- 
sia's notes. If the United States, following the example of Russia in 1854, were 
to repudiate her debt, the holders of United States securities—the bondholders, 
foreign and domestic—would certainly lose everything. Very likely the green. 
back, too, would run down ; thouzh it is not certain it would become utterly worth- 
less. If gold falls, down tumble your paper “ promises.’ But the absolute money 
which we demand would not be dependent upon any contingency; for, represent- 








ing not one commodity in the land but all the commodities—based not upon the 
few little handfulls of gold in the Treasury-box at Washington, but upon all the 
gold, and all the silver, and all the iron, and all the lead, and all the minerals, all 
the houses and farms, all the horses and cattle, with all the productions or town 
and country—founded, in a word, upon all the wealth, movable and immovable, 
in the entire land, and sealed with the seal of the nation’s sovereignty—this abso- 
lute money could not by any possibility ever sink into discredit. Never redeema- 
blo, yet redeemed every day—redeemed in every transaction of trade—this absolute 
national money would circulate through the industrial body as the blood circulates 
through the animal body, enabling the several organs to perform their respective 
functions, and giving health and strength by its circulation to the entire system. 

Here is to be sure a rhetorical flourish about a currency based upon 
all the property in the land; but it is a mere flourish with no means 
provided by which redemption could possibly be effected; and, be- 
sides, redemption or payment is the very objection to a coin basis 
which the advocates of absolute money have invented it to avoid. 
But more of this hereafter. 

Mr. Britton A. Hill, of Saint Louis, if not the inventor, is as co- 


herent and successful as any one who in our country has advocated | 


the substitution of absolute money—money without intrinsic value 


or any promise to pay it. He says on page 14 of his pamphlet circu 
lated through the House this session : 


My system of absolute money provides, therefore, that after its adoption gold 
and silver shall no longer be a legal tender, and that the money to be issued by the 
Federal Government alone shall be clothed with that sovereign prerogative. 

Under its operation there will consequently be only one kind of money in gen- 
eral cireulation, and a conflict between it and metal coins will be impossible. Nor 
will there be any other kind of bank currency which could interfere with its sys- 
tematic operation. The whole national-bank system will be abolished ; the notes 


of those banks will be withdrawn from circulation and substituted by the abso- | 


lute national money, which will be issued in place of the bonds held by those 
banks, and save to the people the interest on those bonds. 


On pages 26 and 27 he explains fully, thus, his “ X, Y, and Z of 
finance :” 


Neither a gold dollar nor a silver dollar has any fixed value representing its 
power to purchase any article. 

If one has ever so many gold and silver dollars he cannot compel a herdsman to 
accept $100 in gold coins or paper dollars for an ox, or $10 in the same money for a 
sheep. While gold and silver coins were invented to represent berds, flocks, 
grain, and merchandise, they were never substitutes for those things, nor could 
any possessor of coins in ancient or modern times compel the owners of flocks, 
herds, or other commodities to exchange them fer «bekels, ducats, marks, doub- 
loons, guineas, or eagles. 






Flocks, herds, and grain have absolute intrinsic value; money has only 
resentative value, whether it is made of metal, leather, cotton strips, or pa an " 
GOLD OR LEATHER CAN REPRESENT AN OX, PAPER CAN DO THE SAME. per. lr 
The money of a nation, so that it will legally represent any commodity to be sold 
a price to beagreed upon in that money, must bear the stamp of representative , for 
value, aflixed by the Government, on coins, leather, cotton strips or treasury a 
The intrinsic value is absolutely contained in flocks, herds, food. ethane 
shelter needed for use by man; and the money of a nation in gold, leather. ps = 
&c., with the values stamped thereon by the sovereign act of the Government = 
ates an agreement, binding upon all the people of the nation, to accept such my, thes 
of whatever material it may be made, as an absolute representative and a mean rn 
of the respective values stamped thereon, that may be used in payment of ~ 
taxes, duties, salaries, wages, judgments, fines, and damages, and in t! 
of all commodities in that nation or country. The use of all other 
lawfully excluded by the Government, and is so excluded in many foreign count; 
The sovereign power, therefore, must create all the current money to be pa. 
by the people of the nation, and such money may be made of any material wis: 
soever. The base for the redemption or conversion of such current money will be 
in the commodities of all kinds that may be purchased with it, and in the salarie 
taxes, duties, wages, debts, and jadgments that may be paid with it. It is folly . 
say that one kind of money is a scientific base for any other kind of money jy the 
same country. It is equally absurd to say that the bonds of a nation are to jn 
made the base of a national money convertible into such bonds. Al! money for 
circulation among the people of a nation should be based on the national soym, 
eignty and theintrinsic value of the commodities of that nation. Without commo) 
ities, trade, commerce, or manufactures, money would be unnecessary. - 
If one dollar were better than another dollar in the same nation, there wou) 
be a perpetual conflict between the two kinds of dollars as representatives o¢ 
values. It is therefore true that only one kind of money should exist in a state. _ 


debts 
© purchase 
money may } 


These passages contain the clearest and most complete statement 
of the nature of the absolute money theorists which I have seep 
These ideas are rapidly gaining the mastery in many States. Fey 
men but their zealous advocates realize how formidable they have 
already become, and it is folly to deny the alluring beauty of the 
charmer or to attempt or dissipate the danger by concealing our heads 
in the sand. 

lt is more to the point to ascertain the truth. The American people 
are anxious for the truth. If led into error they alone wil! sutier, 
while the authors and the orators will survive to reduce finance to 
poetry, business to fiction, and prosperity to destruction once more. 
Let us take these propositions, sentence by sentence, and examine 
them, for the whole of the inconvertible, that is, non-payable money 
| case is here, bearing in mind that we are called upon to discard ail 
our established theories and the practice of the world to this date, 
and that therefore all presumptions are to be made in favor of 
the precious metals, because they alone have stood the tests of expe- 
perience. 

FIXED VALUES IN CURRENCIES. 

The first proposition is this : 


Neither a gold dollar nor a paper dollar has any fixed value as representing its 
power to purchase any article. 


Very well. Does ittherefore follow that a paper dollar (a token, 
not a promise, remember) is any better or even as good as gold?’ 
What if the proposition were true, does any conclusion follow? Bat 
the proposition is not true in the sense implied. True it is that the 
value of gold fluctuates, but everything else fluctuates much more. 
The changes in gold value are in very slight and almost impercepti- 
ble degrees from one generation toanother. There has been a regular 
though slight depreciation in the value of gold since 1548, yet it most 
nearly of anything preserves its uniformity of purchasing and value- 
measuring power. And it is not gradual depreciation or appreciation 
of the measure of value, but fluctuation, the bane of token money, 
which is the destruction of business, because commodities and busi- 
ness readily adapt themselves to slow and slight changes. 

During the period of the suspension of specie payments the tluctu- 
ations have been not in the gold measure of value but in other things, 
in our paper promissory currency, of which there has been doubt as 
to the time and manner of payment created by theorists and repudi- 
ators. The corners and other villainies of the gold speculators cre- 
ated most of the sudden variations in what was quoted as its market 
price. All the while gold was nearly uniform in its real value, as 
shown by the tests in London, the clearing-house of nations and real 
| market test of all the commodities and things having value in the 
world. Gold not being in use here as money, and therefore but little 
remaining in a country which declined to retain it, and it being 11- 
possible to create the great body of the public debt at all (except the 
| forced loan of the greenback) without pledging coin for interest and 
a yearly deposit to create a metallic sinking fund for payment of the 
principal, we were in this condition: we must have gold (it being 
‘cheaper than silver until since the demonetization of the latter 1 
1873, and the debtor therefore contracting and agreeing to pay ) 
common understanding in gold) to pay the accruing interest on the 
public debt and for the sinking fund. ‘When we failed todo that our 
faith would be broken, our credit gone. New loans could not be 
etiected nor old ones replaced by others more advantageous, nor — 
| the debt ever be funded in any permanent form, unless com—go% 
| coin having been for many years the measure of value in the —_ 
| try—was pledged for the ultimate payment of both principal ane 

interest. 

There being no use for gold here, because the cheaper, enforced gree? 
back currency had driven gold to gold-paying countries, the oo 
ment had either to buy it with bonds as every payment of interes 

| and deposit in the sinking fund became due, or to raise it by tax% 

‘tion. Who would buy the bonds of a government which paid inter 
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est only in new promises? Certainly no one, unless those promises Take the next two sentences, the latter of which is printed in 


aol » ti avable in coin. 

" we ctproruanant hee the most available of all methods, which was 
by taxing imports and collecting the duties payable by the importer 
in gold. The import trade being mainly contined to New York and 
wholly to great business centers, created a demand for gold, then 
practically demonetized by suspension, the same as for any other 
commodity ; and knaves and sharpers gambled in the life-blood of 
og and consequent equality of the nation’s promise with gold, has 
abolished the gold board by so nearly destroying the margin between 
the gold dollar and the nation’s promise to pay a dollar that the 
wrist Will not defray expense of working the mills of speculation. 

it should never be forgotten that the apparent tluctuatious were 
not in the gold, but in the substitutes for it which we had adopted, 
and these grew out of the unavoidable variations of national credit 
with tbe vicissitudes of war, the evidences of possible bad faith on 
the part of the nation, and the wicked jobs and corners of speculators 
in gold. During all these years gold has retained its stability as the 
actual measure of values throughout the whole commercial world. 

On the other hand we have experienced no historical test of the 
possible fluctuations of an irredeemable paper money—that is, a mo- 
ney without a promise—even in time of peace, much less in time of 
war: but we do know that even the legal-tender promise to pay in 
coin by the Government has fluctuated from thirty-five cents to 
ninety-seven, compared with gold. Certainly the paper is no worse 
because the promise of a great flation is printed on it in addition to 
the charming legend “ This is a dollar.” 

The absolute nioney proposed isto be the legal tender of to-day—is 
the greenback deprived of the promise, and its acceptance made com- 
pulsory for all debts and dues public and private, leaving to the 
vendor of merchandise and creditors only the paper and “this is one 
dollar” printed upon it; and that is all it is. 
who can get it (be must earn or pay for it, or by major vote direct the 
Government to print and giveit to him first) can compel his creditor 
to accept it; but he cannot compel or induce his creditor, or any one 


the debtor nation doing this would be equally without credit. 

Having thus confiscated all existing debts and destroyed credit, 
Government has absolutely exhausted its powers in the premises. 
Suppose it undertakes to compel the owner of property to sell or 
exchange it for this piece of paper thus spoilt by the printing on it 
for any but waste purposes; that man will simply emigrate, taking 
his family and goods with him, leaving his real property to the de- 
struction which would come at once to that jurisdiction. Absolute 
money would depopulate this country within five years. Mexico 
would be heaven compared with the United States. 

How could it beotherwise? For if the legal-tender promise to pay 
coin fluctuates because the time of payment is uncertain, what is a 
paper currency with no promise or obligation at all on it or in it good 
for? Such currency indeed would not tluctuate ; it would see no 
“ups” —it would hasten steadily and rapidly to utter worthlessness. 
Every descent must be buoyed up by further issues, for as the mea- 


of them to meet the wants of trade, until tinally they become so di- 
minutive that the people cannot see them, and having none in them- 
selves, they cannot measure value at all. 

That is ruin, and trade only revives on a metallic basis. Thus, 
while it is true that gold may vary slightly, it is used because it 
varies less than any known article; while absolute money is really a 
oe never to pay a debt or to contract a new one in value 
at aul. 

So much for the first proposition. 


THERE IS NO POWER TO COMPEL EXCHANGES 


Take now the next sentences, which develop but one thought, viz: 
that, whereas you cannot compel a man to sell his property for coin 
you can buy it for absolute money : 

If one has ever so many gold and silver dollars he cannot compel a herdsman to 


—_ $'00 in gold coins or paper dollars for an ox or $10 in the same money for a 
sheep, &c. 


What if that be so? Surely you could compel men to part with 
their property as easily for gold as for your paper-labeled falsity, 
“this is a dollar.” What difference, then, can you claim in favor of 
absolute money in this respect? What is a sale but an agreement 
carried out? There must be at least two assenting minds. The 
rights of the owner are recognized in this world thus far to some 
extent at least. The buyer cannot yet take what he likes, even for 
absolute money, unless force intervenes and turns the sale into rob- 
bery. But the distinction is here. As society is constituted and as 
earthly things are now arranged, the owner of commodities desires 
to sell them. That is what he has them for and he is eager to part 
with them for gold. Therefore, the buyer, having gold or a good 
promise to pay it, can buy any commodity he chooses. But what 
man, in his senses, could be induced to part with his property for a 
paper slip called absolute money, which could have no worth save in 


its enforced power to confiscate debts already contracted, in which | 


ee would be just like a discharge in bankruptcy assignable to 


for sixteen years and unti! recently, when approaching resump- | 


| of the seasons. 
Any existing debtor | 


small capitals, in the pamphlet referred to— 


Flocks, herds, and grain have absolute intrinsic value; money has only a repre 
sentative value, whether it is made of metal, leather, cotton strips, or paper. If 
gold or leather can represent an ox, paper can do the same thing. 


The tirst question here is 


WHAT Is INTRINSIC VALUE? 
nsic value to man ? 

There are two senses, in either of which this phrase may be under- 
siodd. Itis necessary to discriminate. Webster thus defines intrinsic : 


” 
or, rather, what is intri 


Inward ; internal ; hence; true; genuine; real; essential; inherent: not apparent or 
accidental ; as, the intrinsic value of gold or silver; the intrinsic merit of an ac- 
iion ; the intrinsic worth or goodness of a person. 


And value thus: 


The property or properties of a thing which render it useful; or the degree of 
such property or properties ; worth ; utility ; importance. 


And in another sense, known in political economy as exchangeable 
value, thus: 


Rate, or estimated worth ; 
of any thing ; 


ca. 


/ price deemed or accepted as equivalent to the utility 
amount obtainable in exchange for a thing. 


Intrinsic value is the same as utility or adaptation to satisfy the desires 
or wants of men. Exchangeable value is that in an article or product which dis 


poses individuals to give for it some quantity of labor or some other article or 
product obtainable by labor. 


It will be observed that while an intrinsic value, like that of air,is 
not always exchangeable or salable, an exchangeable value is neces 
sarily an intrinsic value. 

It is true that flocks, herds, and grain “ have intrinsic value” to 
man. They nourish his frame and protect him from the vicissitudes 
Now metallic money is an article which all men 
know will, at all times, under all circumstances, obtain for them 
everything which exists on earth for which man has any use, and its 
power to do this is the highest of all intrinsic values. There can be 


| no substitute for it, because nothing else is known to possess that 
else who has witnessed the transaction, ever to trust him again; and | 


power. Paper promises or credits have a like power proportioned to 
the degree of faith felt in the governments or individuals who make 
them, but these promises or credits are of intrinsic and exchangeable 
value only because it is believed that they will be paid in real money. 
The assertion that money, whether coin or promises payable in 
coin, has only a representative value is not true. Whatever thing 
has power to make trade, commerce, and civilization possible and 
flourishing, by facilitating the exchange of all useful and desirable 
things, is an ifinate, real, intrinsic, and not a representative, value. 
The precious metals have that power. Promises convertible into 
them have that power. Both have intrinsic value. If by represent 
ative value is meant that the intrinsic value in the ox and the value 


| in the gold are equivalent in degree, I can understand it; but one is 


| promise than from the gold or the gold-bearing rock. 


| other intrinsic values have prepared him for food. 
sures of value are made shorter and cheaper there must be the more | 


no more an intrinsic value than the other. Doyou say that no man 
san eat gold, and therefore it has no intrinsic value? Neither can 
any man eat a plow nor even the ox until labor and knives and 
Have things no 
intrinsic value simply because they minister not directly, but in re 
moter though just as essential ways, to the uses of man? And has 
not that which commands them all instantly an intrinsic value? 
Has the gold no intrinsic value before smelting? Has the prom 
ise no intrinsic value before it is redeemed? Gold in quartz has 
no value unless you can separate it from the rock. If al! means of 
doing so should be destroyed the gold in the quartz would have no 
intrinsic value; because it would be unattainable. 

In the same way, if the property of the promissor fails and the 
remedies of the law tail, then faith fails, and the intrinsic value, 
the power to command other equivalent values for use of man, dis 
appears. But the value or purchasing power of the gold in the quartz 
and in the promise are the same so long as they exist. A purchasing 
power is an intrinsic value. It is more liable to be lost from the 
That is all the 
difference. Exchangeable intrinsic value is the power to meet a 
want of man, the satisfaction of which depends upon a limited sup 
ply. Of course, air and light, being universal in quantity and acces- 
sibility, are not subjects of traftic, and although they have intrinsic 
value they have not superadded to that, as have oxen and gold, ex 
changeable value. 

There is no such thing as representative value in the sense in which 
the phrase is used in the sentences, ‘* Money has only a representative 
value, whether it is made of metal, leather, cotton strips, or paper. 
If gold or leather can represent an ox, paper can do the same.” 
Neither gold nor paper can represent an ox in any other sense than 
that they can buy him. In that sense they can represent him. How 
much of each would it take? Why, an atom of one and tons of the 
other; while the intrinsic value in ox, gold, and paper would be just 
equivalent, though not by any means the same. 

There is no such thing as the representative value of money in the 
sense of emblematic, which is the sense in which it seems to be used 
by this writer, and these important propositions are without sense. 

Paper has an intrinsic value, but only as a commodity, and that 
very slight when a given bulk is compared with gold, because it has 
no adaptation in itself as money. A promise upon it redeemable in 
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eee 


gold or property is valuable; but it is not the paper, it is the prom- | 
ise of which the paper contains the evidence, just like a verbal prom- | 
ise in law and in fact, only a more convenient and ever-present proof, | 
because in writing and signed by the promissor; and if the law has | 
added to this the legal-tender power, its value is still more enhanced. 

Take now the next sentence : | 

The money of a nation, so that it will legally represent any commodity to be 
sold for a price to be agreed upon in that money, must bear the stamp of repre- 


sentative money value, aflixed by the government on coins, leather, cotton strips, 
or treasury notes. 


cessant fundamental error of the believers in irredeemable money. 
They think the government can create money by law ; that govern- 
ment can say, “ Money be,” and money will be; while the truth is 
that government can no more create money than it can create what 
money buys and pays for. Government makes all forms of property 
more valuable by the protection and safeguards it throws around it, 
but it can create the ox just as really as it can create payment for 
him. The ox bnys the gold or the promise of it just as much as the 
gold or the promise to pay it buys the ox. 

Trade exists in an empire of its own, by its own laws, and independ- 
ent of all political governments. It embraces all mankind in its 
inexorable, world-wide, and perpetual jurisdiction. It holds close 
diplomatic and treaty relations with the shifting and circumscribed 
political governments, which because they may embrace an acre or 
a continent and survive a few centuries, imagine that they control 
all sublunary things. They may indeed arrest, and even destroy, 
until they are themselves destroyed ; or they may assist, but to create 
is not simply to facilitate. Personal labor and thought applied 
to substances transform and transmute. They alone appropriate 
commodities to man; nor can money be had in any other way than 
by giving its equivalent in human effort, except by the wrongful ex- 
ertion of superior force, which when exerted by an individual is rob- 
bery, and when put forth by a government, except temporarily and 
then for the preservation of the society or nation to which the owner 
belongs and with promise of indemnity, it is still robbery. It is a 
violation of the absolute rights of private property, no matter by 
what specious name it is called, nor in what garments of heaven the 
robber is clad. It is robbery all the same, even if he does come wear- 
ing the starsand ee picking the creditor's pocket or bludgeon- 
ing him amid the roll of drums and the pomp of dress parade. 

The stamp of government upon real money is not necessary at all. 
It is a valuable convenience to have its exact weight and fineness 
ascertained and stamped upon the metal and certified to by the 
highest possible authority. But that is labor; somebody does it and 
is paid for it. It is not the fiatof the Supreme Power. It adds some- 
what to the value of a piece of gold, but how much? Simply the 
cost of the process of coining ; that is all. An individual could do 
the same thing and the effect would be the same if he could satisfy 
men that the process is as reliable and complete. This done by any 
one, or not done at all, and the coin or the bullion—the precious 
metals uncoined—travels everywhere because it is natural money. 

One thing more Government can do: it can make gold and silver 
legal-tender; but this power is to them of very slight importance 
comparatively, because they are objects of such universal desire. It 
is of consequence to enable men to bar malicious suits and liquidate 
debts, judgments, and the like, when parties cannot agree as to the 
amount and manner in which payment shall be made. Controversies 
between parties alone make legal-tender necessary. Now, this qual- 
ity is the result of an act of the Government, a law of the land, made 
and put in force by one of the highest agencies in human affairs, and, 
like the touch of the artist or the song of the _ or the calcula- 
tions of the astronomer or the thought of the philosopher, it is labor, 
however brief the act, of great value, and especially so when be- 
stowed upon the promissory money of the land. But, while everything 
which Government does by conferring the legal-tender power upon 
money is to improve, it does not create it. The gold or the promise 
of it is the original thing and entirely separate in their nature both 
from coinage and the legal-tender power. Government cannot at- 
tach money value to that which is not by nature a means of facili- 
tating exchange. It can add value to promises or credits, to its own 
as well as others, bank-bills, greenbacks, and tokens, all redeemable, 
only in the way of sanctions and safeguards incidental to their inher- 
ent qualities. If it undertakes to do more and gives to its work the 
power of compulsory extinction of credits, except from absolute ne- 
cessity, it is crime. 

We have already seen that the promise is received instead of tan- 
gible property or coin, because men believe in each other. That is 
the fundamental reason. But experience has shown that sometimes 
men deny or evade their promises ; hence the law creates courts to 
compel the performance of promises, provided the maker has prop- 
erty out of which to satisfy the judgment. Then it stops. It does 
not pay the debt. Why should it not, if it can create ? 

The courts make the promise more valuable, because the debtor is 
more likely to perform it. When the legal-tender quality is super- 
added its value or that of a mere token is further increased. While 
these acts of government are of slight importance to coin, they add 
very materially to the value of promises, and are the only value con- 
tained in token currency except the mere substance used. 








ties in that nation or country. 
Here is the same confusion of thought as before; also another in- | 


POWERS OF GOVERNMENT TO CREATE AND CONTROL MONEY, 
The next proposition is astonishing, but logically indispens 
the theory of absolute money : 


The intrinsic value is absolutely contained in flocks, herds, food, clothing 
shelter needed for use by man; and the money of a nation in gold, leather =." 
&c., with the value stamped thereon by the sovereign act of the governny 
ates an agreement binding upon the people of the nation to accept sux 
whatever material it may be made, with or without intrinsic value, as ay aes), 
representative and a measure of the respective values stamped thereon, that _ 
be used in payment of debts, taxes, &c., and in the purchase of all the ; cummed 


able to 


Maper 
nt, cre. 
} 

 woney of 


The essential idea here is that such an agreement or duty cay }, 
imposed upon a people by its government. It completely shifts th. 
option of trade from the seller to the purchaser; it compels the ow, 
to sell, and destroys the right of private property which governmen 
were established to protect. ‘ 

I think I have shown that the paper token or any form of absolyy, 
money would lack all native value; indeed, that it would is the great 
advantage claimed for it. It would not and could not command th. 
confidence of the human mind, because it would not represent cos 
in its own production. In order that it might command confidence 
enough of the cheap material must be used to make up a commere;a) 
value equal to that of the purchased article or the balance due upon 
one side or the other. 

Now, if that is so, what right has Government to impose the agree. 
ment spoken of upon its citizens? Silver and gold are at least con 
modities, and men have as much right to traffic in them and to yw 
them as money as to trade in wheat and wool. 

If you prohibit men from doing so anywhere in the world you wil! 
find it absolutely impossible to prevent population and prosperity 
ee such countries for those where the precious metals are t) 
be found in abundance. These things are found where the precious 
metals are found or where it is believed they soon will be, and no 
where else. And whenever these metals get into the hands of thy 
people, even if wholly demonetized, so far as the action of the (oy 
ernment can accomplish it, by failure to coin and depriving them of 
legal-tender power, they will still be the standard and measure of 
value all the same, because such is their place in life. They migh: 
depart of themselves for countries which allowed them to retain their 
valuable qualities, but the people would part with the metals from 
compulsion, not from choice. You cannot deprive gold and silver of 
their essential money functions by law unless yon extinguish them 
utterly, or at least banish them absolutely from the face of the earth, 
nor can you transfer their uses to absolute money, any more tha 
you can transfer by act of Congress the essential functions of mother 

ood to the sawdust dolls of the nursery. 

No agreement like this here set up as the foundation of absolute 
money is possible, simply because it is instinctively known by every 
body to be impossible, and the assumption that such an agreement is 
imposed upon the people by the Government stamp upon wortliless 
paper is hardly suflicient to support a proposition so emphatically 
requiring strong argument. 

Again, it is said that “the sovereign power must create all the cur 
rent money to be used by the people of the nation and such money 
may be made of any material whatsoever. The base for the redemp 
tion or conversion of such current money will be in the commodities 
of all kinds that may be purchased with it and in the salaries, taxes, 
duties, wages, debts, and judgments that may be paid with it,” &e 
“Tf one dollar were better than another dollar in the same nation 
there would be a perpetual conflict between the two kinds of dollars 
as representatives of values. It is therefore true that only one kind 
of money should exist in a State.” This is a strange medley of halt 
truths and full-grown errors. 

If the sovereign power must create all the current money used by 
the people of the nation it must do so out of nothing or at least ou! 
of some very cheap material, otherwise we may as well use the ex- 
isting money of the world. If one government ought to do this, 50 
should other governments—each within its own jurisdiction—some 
using paper, others leather or cotton slips, each as it pleases, and 
every other form of currency, including gold and silver, must be 
abolished. : 

We see at once that if the precious metals exist at all men will put 
them to their most obvious use, that of money, and no government 
is strong enough to prevent it, whether coined or not, whether a lega! 
tender or not, government or no government. You cannot even use 
them for ornament or as merchandise, for the demand for them as 
money is most imperative, and if they are in a country will be I's 
money. They will be used as the measure of values as they have 
been 

Since the radiant morn of creation broke, 
And the world in the smile of God awoke. 


Now will some one explain how the precious metals are to be ann 
hilated? How will you catch them? Men will hoard, they wil 
bury their treasure in the earth, aud even if you could would you 
have the heart to destroy twelve billions of silver and gold ; W > 
ever does this destroys the great mining industries of the world. 
What relief would there be for the workinginan in that! How 
much would their destruction add to the value of the Comstock a 
and what would be the value of the ore-bearing regions of the Unit 
States? 





Now this process of destruction must be complete everywhere or 
only drive these metals to a more sensible people. They would 
hospitality of the savage and crown him with civiliza- 
tion and joy. Nevertheless all the rest of mankind would have abso- 
1 en money duly stamped by the government issuing it. Suppose 
aa that a government goes down, as there does every year or two 
we among commercial nations. Suppose such a thing should hap- 
as it has in France fifteen times during the last eighty-four 
and fifty-six times in Mexico since 1821, and once at least in 
Imost every country in Europe since the discovery of gold in Cali- 
fornia in 1848. Suppose, again, that during civil war the rival gov- 
‘enments issue each its absolute money in a given country and fight 
Suv aa How much will anybody’s absolute money be worth 


you ¢ 


even seek the 


en, 


years, 


for supremacy. 
meanwhile ? oa 5 

When a government is in danger, when a people are in danger, 

Cu & . .. 
+hoy want money. In the proportion that danger increases absolute 
mone y depreciates. That isso even if the government promise be 
uided to its stamped papers. ) 
vat the rule, in this world, and so it must continue until the nature 
of man is transformed and the virtues of the millennium outshine 
she gleam of gold or even the splendors of this philosopher's stone— 
ibsolute money. 
REDEMPTION OF ABSOLUTE MONZY. 
Now we come to the important idea of this theory : 
The base for the redemption or conversion of such current money will be in the 


commodities of all kinds that may be purchased with it, and in salaries, taxes, 
duties, wages, debts, and judgments that may be paid with it, &c. 





How is this? Must absolute money be redeemed that is paid for? 
If so, will it not cost just as much to get it as to get gold and silver? 
And, if it does, what is the use of it at all? If it cost just as much it 
«no cheaper. Then, why not stick to coin or promises to pay 
coin? Perhaps coin will be as stable in its value, and paper promises 
are just as convenient as absolute ‘paper with the word “dollars” 
printed upon it. 

How, then, is this redemption or conversion of such current money 
in commodities to be effected? 

First, it must be issued. Who is have it, or will you distribute 
ite it so much per capita? How will you get rid of all other kinds of 
money preparatory to its issue? But, suppose that all done and that 
the supreme moment has arrived, how will you start the thing? You 
have proposed to begin by paying off the national debt with absolute 
money; very well, that will give us two billions of currency, three 
times what we now have. But what if we had not any national 
debt? What will a nation do who has not any? But you say they 
all have them ; very well; how, then, when that debt is small? What 
if it was very large? In Great Britain you would issue $4,000,000,000 
to begin with, I suppose. What next? You will pay all salaries 
and public charges by simply operating the printing-press. 

You speak of taxes. Why will you assess taxes when you have 
plenty of paper and facilities for printing “This is adollar”’ upon it? 
But taxes are to be payable in this absolute money. What do you 
want of taxes? Why, to pay for Krupp cannon, and for munitions 
of war, or the balance of trade due to the commerci«l world. What 
do you get by taxation? Why, your own absolute money, good 
for nothing certainly outside your own jurisdiction. Gold has fled, 
and you make no promise ever to get or pay any. How will you 
trade in anything, even for the necessities of national life in any 
emergency, Which of itself destroys all confidence in your absolute 
money. You may export commedities. That is national barter. 

jut how will the nation get the commodities to export? Probably 
they do not exist for exportation. They seldom do when a nation is 
ata pinch, and not at allin most nations so as to give them any bal- 
ance of trade which might be paid in arms and munitions; besides 
that, even if the commodities exist in your nation, they belong to 
individuals, not to the Government. How otherwise is the Govern- 
ment to avail itself of them unless it confiscates. Your taxes yield 
no means of payment, no basis of credit. You cannot borrow. You 
have no resource but to rob individual men for the general good, and 
= resource fails if they have nothing to take which foreign nations 
desire. 

In our last war gold did not leave us because we were in trouble, 
bat because we rejected it and issued a cheaper currency, a sus- 
pended promise to pay, which usurped its place in the hands of the 
people, but which like all other things still comes to the inexorable 
measure of gold all through and ever since the war. Your power to 
levy taxes payable in these tokens would be folly. The stuff you 
would collect them in would be worthless in every emergency, and 
the Government would die, and the currency would die, and the 
nation would disintegrate all together. Who would take your cur- 
reney in exchange for services to the Government even? Payment 
of salaries in absolute money is probably the true way to abolish the 
great American disease—the itch for office. What will you fix as the 
amount of the circulation? How many years of ruinous experiment 
Will it require to confer the skill to guess within a billion dollars of 
the necessary amount? When money is “tight” you will of course 
relieve the stringency ; the wants of trade will require it, for even 
With the paper promises of continental money and the greenback we 
Were always sure of that blessing. In due time absolute money 


Would be of less value than the waste ballots for defeated candidates 
in a last year’s school meeting. 


will | 
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| and gets the tokens or slips of paper. 





; centuries at least to close that horse-trade. 
Stable government is the exception, | 
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_ This would be a fine currency for the laborer. It is no doubt de- 

signed to bless him, upon the theory that the poorer the man the 
poorer should be his pay. He ought to have been a millionaire, a 
man with commodities who could at least get out of the country, al- 
though he would of course be robbed all the way. Our extradition 
laws would have to reverse their action and force back fugitives 
from injustice into a nation of thieves; for no man could trust his 
fellow. The nation would be organized upon the basis of contis- 
cation, and if all the world should also adopt absolute money, society 
would be the forty thieves in a state of anarchy. But this idea of 
founding absolute money upon all the property of a nation is en- 
tirely incomprehensible, at least by me. ; 

Suppose a man gives his promissory note for $100, absolute money, 
What next? He wantsa horse 
and finds one. Will he be able to induce the owner to part with a 
horse worth $100 in gold for those slips of paper? It will take two 
But suppose he does suc- 
What will that note require 
Must he pay it in gold measure, one hundred gold dollars ? 
He might just as well have done the whole business on a gold basis. 
If he has got to sacrifice $100 gold value of some commodity which 
he may have to pay that note he is as badly off as under the horrors 
of specie payment. What will he do in order to get the benetit of 
absolute money ; Imean the genuine thing, which distinguished gen- 
tlemen from the West and South want issued for the benefit of the 
poor man? There is only one thing he can do: he must go to the Gov- 
ernment and get the paper by simply paying the cost ot the material 
and printing, and tender it in full payment of that hundred-dolla 
note and interest. A half bushel of potatoes will pay the Govern- 
ment well, and he will be rendered prosperous, happy, and gratefal. 
But why all this circumlocution? He should have got the money of 
the Government in the first place. It comes down to this every time 
as the ultimate. The dollar in absolute money would be worth just 
what it cost to produce it, which would be next to nothing; and a 
ten-thousand-dollar bill would be worth no more than a ten-cent 
scrip. There is no logical escape from it. The attempt to intro 
duce this absolute money is absolute nonsense, and the idea of its 
convertibility into commodities as a money is the delusion of a doe- 
trinaire. It is an attempt to change the nature of things by a stat- 
ute law, like the Pope’s bull against the comet. It would be just as 
sensible to order a new solar system in place of the present one, to be 
made of cheap nut-megs and Chinese lanterns, as to undertake by 
statute to change all the laws and harmonies of trade founded upon 
the immemorial experience, practice, and business faiths of man- 


kind. 


ceed ; some time he must pay the note. 
of him? 


ARGUMENT BASED UPON THE USE OF SUBSIDIARY COINS. 


It is claimed by the advocates of absolute money that the circula- 
tion of a subsidiary currency of coin at a legal value greater than 
its commercial value disproves the doctrine that any intrinsic value 
in money is essential. ‘Thus, that the fact that the copper, nickel, 
and small silver coins of this and most other countries are rated and 
pass current at a somewhat higher legal value thn they will sell 
for as commodities proves that they would do so forall the purposes 
for which money is used. But such result by no means follows. Gold 
is unfit for circulation, though not as a measure of value, in small 
sums; and the constant necessity for actual money in the innumera- 
ble daily transactions of life gives to silver and even copper and some 
metallic compositions much greater real value for money uses than is 
indicated by their commercial value. In fact, gold is almost the 
poorest of all things for such uses, by reason of its great value in 
small bulk and the consequent hazard of loss in handling. Silver 
and copper and some compositions, by reason of their peculiar fitness 
for use in small affairs, receive a vastly increased proportionate value 
from the process of coinage and the legal-tender quality than does 
gold; and there being nothing else which can be so well used, unless 
promises payable in coin, they circulate at a bigher nominal than 
commercial value. 

But there is a limit to this power, and the silver half dollar ceases 
to circulate when its commercial value is more than about 7 per cent. 
less than its legal or nominal value. Why is this, if the absolute- 
money theory is correct? If it were true, the silver should still cir- 
culate if its commercial value were reduced not only 7 but 70 and 
90 per cent. below its legal or nominal value. Besides this, all the 
subsidiary coinage of the country is redeemable in gold when pre- 
sented in sums of not less than $20, by the laws of the land, so that 
the argument from this source, so much relied upon by the advocates 
of imaginary money, utterly falls. 

Again, a subsidiary coin—a small coin for pocket use, which has 
the full par value of silver; that is, its commercial and legal value 
the same—cannot be kept in circulation at all, provided a still 
cheaper one can be obtained. Why is this? Such small coin has the 
same intrinsic value as the same nominal amount of gold, but pos- 
sesses for money uses a greater value in small sums than gold; so 
that it is exported or melted down and replaced by a cheaper coin. 
Those who get them know well that small coins with less silver in 
them will circulate at par with gold, which is the world’s standard, 
and they are not slow to resort to exportation or to the melting-pot 
for the profit. 

It is an unquestionable fact that silver itself as a small coin is 
worth more than as alarge one. There can be no possible doubt of this 
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SO 


nor is there any other possible explanation of it than the one I have 
given above. All these facts as to the nature and peculiarities of sub- 
sidiary coinage or currency, instead of corroborating, utterly disprove 
this wild theory of absolute money. 

THE PRECIOUS METALS SUFFICIENT IN QUANTITY. 

One of the principal arguments of the a of a coin currency 
or measure of value is thus expressed by Mr. Hill, on page 13 of the 
pamphlet referred to: 

We as well as a number of other nations have tried this experiment of a specie 
basis; and like all those other nations have made a signal failure of it. The reason 
of this universal failure is simple enough; namely, that in the whole world there 


is not gold and silver enough wherewith to conduct its commercial business, and | 


that such a basis must therefore of necessity be purely fictitious. 


Almost the sole want of gold is as a measure of value. It is in this 
respect absolutely imperial and indispensable. Very little is required 
in circulation. It is only necessary that a sufficient amount of coin 
shall be accessible to the business world so that its value may be 
readily ascertained and known by the test of occasional transactions, 
and that the substitutes for it in actual use may be compared with 
it by redemption from time to time, and that it be available in those 
rare instances when legal tender is required. 

It is no argument against coin measure of values to speak of bank- 
ruptcies, and revulsions, and disasters in the currents of trade, for 
there is not an instance in history where a financial disaster was oc- 
casioned by adherence to the specie measure of values. On the con- 
trary, departures from it, the overstraining of credits and resort to 
irredeemable promises and wild speculations, the very essence of all 
which is the disregard of the principles of metallic money, have been 
the cause of the greatest business calamities known among men, all 
traceable to false theories of finance. It is a singular perversity of 
intellect which seizes upon the feverish and bankrupt condition of a 
community resulting from too faithful application of the false doc- 
trines of paper money theorists, and deliberately charges upon the 
precious metals the ills which have culminated from disregarding 
them. It is as though a seaman should madly crowd all sails, drive 
his ship among breakers, and then charge the wreck to the anchor. 

There are wars and famines and pestilences, earthquakes and in- 
undationsand death. Innumerable misfortunes, resulting from their 
own crimes and follies, throng the way of mortals from the cradle to 
the grave. Whatof it? Shall we therefore adopt that course of 
action which produced the evil, and which will establish disaster as 
the normal state of things? Are all the lessons of experience, all the 
ameliorations and remedies and blessings which have been wrenched 
from the hard hand of adverse fate or bestowed by benignant pow- 
ers, to be thrown away because some evil yet remains? 

But the assertion that there is not gold enough in the whole world 
wherewith to conduct its commercial business is simply untrue in 
point of fact. The author is using the term gold as embracing both 
precious metals, but it is still untrue even if confined to gold alone. 
So exactly true is the contrary that not more than one-balf of the 
precious metals in the world is used as money, either in form of coin 
or bullion. The rest exists in the various forms of ornament and 
other merchandise. 

In a most forcible speech favoring the payment of the public debt 
in silver, delivered in the House by Hon. J. G. CANNON, of Illinois, 
during the last Congress, after careful inquiry he states the total 
amount of gold and silver in the world, as follows: 

For use in the arts and coin—gold 


$5, 800, 000, 000 
For use in the arts and coin—silver 


5, 600, 000, 000 





Total : ‘ ne . a .... 11, 400, 000, 000 
About one-half of this amount ($5,700,000,000) is coin, (coin and bullion,) of which 
is in use in the commercial world— 


perecessccescccesessesucsesene $2, 600, 000, 000 
1, 000, 000, 000 


2, 100, 000, 000 


5, 700, 000, 000 
In a letter, cited by Mr. CANNON, the Chief of the Burean of Sta- 
tistics says: 


Total precious metal used as money 


The present stock of the _— metals for use in the world (for coinage and 
the arts) has been estimated by trustworthy investigators at from $11,000,000,000 
to $13,000,000,000, or say $12,000,000,000. 

Estimates vary considerably, but there is no more reliable state- 
ment tomy knowledge than the above, and it is generally agreed 
that about one-half of each metal, or less than one-half, is used as 
money. What, then, is the truth as to there being enough of either 
gold or silver to serve as the basis of a monetary system for the 
world? It is apparent that if there was in the world as a whole any 
lack of coin, either of gold or silver, that the uncoined metal would 
pass into the form of money at once and supply the needs of mankind. 

t is also apparent that the total coin basis or measnre for the whole 
world could easily be furnished by either one of the precious metals, 
inasmuch as there is a total amount of each, embracing both coined 
and uncoined, of more than the total amount of coin of both metals 
in actual use. 

Both metals are used, because each possesses qualities essential, 
but different from the other, rendering both indispensable to the race 
as a whole; the one more important to developing and partially civ- 
ilized nations, while the more enlightened and retined inhabitants of 
the remaining portions of the globe prefer the other. The Asiatic, 
the semi-barbarian, must see and handle his momey ; he will prefer 








silver. The merchant and banker know that gold on de 
a secure and unvarying measure of value, and trusting 
and the iron vaults of their country, prefer the more p 
less cumbersome metal. But the great fact remains th 
half the precious metal in the world is required as m 
human race. This is an absolute overthrow of the arg 
cited. If not, why not? The truth is that coin being 
acknowledged as the test or measure of their value, 
paper, bank-notes, and credits supply 97 per cent. of t 
of mere exchange, and will always do so under any he 
of finance. 3 

It is difficult. perhaps, exactly to know what is meant by the, 
not being gold and silver enough wherewith to conduct comineres 
business ; but if it is claimed that these metals must be discarded .. 
the test or measure of values, their chief use, for the reason that 
their volume is not sufficient to make the exchanges of the county 
the reply is that they are not required for that purpose, but only 4. 
a test of other agencies. If you would embrace the arguments of 
the advocates of paper money, and assuming that as large percent. 
age elsewhere is done in substitutes for coin as is the case jy th; 
country, then you must increase the coin of the world to at leas 
thirty-two times its present amount or $182,400,000,000, whereas i: 
fact, as is above shown, with a reservoir of uncoined precious meta) 
of one-half the existing stock from which to draw at the slightos: 
increase of demand for coin, the values of the world actually are 
tested and measured by only $5,700,000,000. This argument is |jk, 
claiming that the measure of distance must be of the same lengt) 
as the distance ; that the Gunter’s chain must reach round the wor) 
in order to measure it, and that the measure of weight must be as 
heavy as the object weighed. 
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REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


It would seem to be impossible that the people of this country 
would ever embrace, even theoretically, the system of absolute 
money. Yet, as I remarked in the beginning, there are many able 
men who advocate its doctrines. Their following is large and I fear 
is increasing. I have been thus prolix upon this subject because | 
consider the real issue to be between absolute money—an irredeew- 
able paper currency—and coin. 

The effort to remonetize silver at a higher rate than its commercial 
value compared with the gold standard is supported without excep- 
tion, so far as I have ever heard, by the same men who deride the 
coin measure, because they consider the silver movement auxiliary t 
their own. ‘They pet the silver men as partial inflationists and ew- 
bryonic converts to an irredeemable currency. The silver movement 
is for the avowed purpose of depreciating the standard of value, 
thereby repudiating about 8 per cent. of all debts in the country, and 
thus giving an irresistible impetus in the direction of total repudia- 
tion of both public and private obligations. 

That I do not misrepresent the feelings of these men will be seen 
from the same authority I have before quoted, After saying that in 
the Western States and Territories alone the production of silver lias 
doubled in five years, increased from $20,236,000 in 1871 to $41,506,672 
in 1876, he proceeds, on page 21, as follows: 

These and other facts have gradually, as I said before, brought over, if not fully 
to my system of absolute money, at least to the principles which underlie it, that 
vast portion of the American people who are in favor of silver resumption ; for, b 
ahem toninet the exclusive gold-basis theory, and advocating the establishment as 
legal tender of a metal far inferior in market value and subject to violent flucta: 
tions, they virtually concede that the “intrinsic value” of the money tokens ofa 
nation has very littleto do with its value as money when it is once made legal tende! 
As one of the foremost journals advocating this restoration of silver to lezal tenders 
though always a violent opponent of paper money heretofore, the Saint Louis he 
publican puts it tersely : 3 eas 

“There are those who talk about gold and silver having an intrinsic value. The 
naked truth is that nothing on earth has an intrinsic value. What is a value 


It is nothing more than the expression of a human being's desire to live, to be fed 
to be clothed, to be housed.” 





Query. Is not that an intrinsic value? 

And soon at considerable length, showing that these men welcome 
the silver movement as their own, and gladly fraternize with it as 4 
preliminary contest preceding the grand engagement to come. It 
would be gross injustice toward the great mass of our countrymen (0 
accnse them of dishonest intent in advocating the remonetization 0! 
the old silver dollar of 4124 grains as the equivalent of the dollar in 
gold. But it cannot be seriously contended by any one that the 
effect of this step would not be to pay debts at a discount of abou 
8 per cent. upon their gold value, or at all events at some discount, 
and 5 per cent. less than their value in a currency now worth ninety: 
seven cents in gold, while that silver dollar is worth but ninety-twe 
and that this saving is what its advocates are after—nothing else. 
They did not grumble when silver was demonetized, for it was then 
worth 3 per cent. more than gold. 

This is a partial repudiation. 

In saying that the principle of the silver movement is the same %& 
that of absolute money, Mr. Hill is right; and thus he himself 
serts that total repudiation is that principle fully carried out © 
absolute money. ; hs 7 

It is true that the tendency of remonetizing silver in itself wou 
be to make it more valuable somewhat; but on the other a 
must be remembered that we are only a segment in the great cite 
of commercial nations, and for us to adopt silver as a measure whea 
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ther civilized nations have either already discarded it alto- 
as in England and Germany, or are getting rid of it by refus- 
to coin it farther, as in some of the states of the Latin union, will 
te » invite the floods of silver from nations which, like France and | 
Game; have great masses on hand for sale, and which they are 
holding until we open a market for what no othernation will take oft 
-heir hands. Besides this, we must expect to meet the increasing 
mass of our production, which is now so easily obtained by modern 
appliances that it costs probably less than 25 or at most 3% per cent. 
¢ its market value to produce a dollar in silver to-day. This tre- 
‘ndous stimulus is seen in the fact cited by Mr. Hill,that the 
nroduct of the silver mines of the West has more than doubled 
witbil five years, and at such a time we propose to absorb into our 
wy circulation at once the millions of the Old and New World and 
+o become the only silver market among civilized nations, It is im- 
nortant also to remember that the best authorities agree that there 
are unmistakable signs that the Asiatic market, which for the last 
vear bas revived from the great stagnation which led to recent de- 
»reciation in silver, giving a temporary outlet for the production of | 
our wines, is again about to collapse, leading to another great de- 
line in the value of that metal. 
“There can be no doubt that the enormous profits of silver mining 
will greatly stimulate production and depreciate the value of the 
metal for a long time to come. In time, the civilizing processes now 
inaugurated in semi-barbarous lands, in Asia and Africa especially, 
will increase the demand for the precious metals, more particularly 
of silver; and in time silver is, in my belief, likely to become as val- 
uable relatively with gold as formerly. 

If now the proposition was to put 5 or 6 per cent. more of silver 
into the silver dollar, making about ninety-eight cents in gold, and 
let the law go into operation two or three years hence, I believe that 
the act of remonetization would make sucha silver dollar worth one 
hundred cents in gold. In such remonetization there would be no 
element of dishonesty. It would, in my belief, still be inexpedient, 
becanse it would be uncertain what action might be taken by other 
nations, and the probability is that they would seize the advantage 
of our adoption of the silver standard to strengthen their own adhe- 
sion to gold, sell their burdensome stock of silver to us at an ad- 
vance, and keep clear of it hereafter. 

Right here I wish to impress a thougltt which I think bears strongly 
ip yn 


most 0 
gether, 





THE PROBABLE FUTURE OF SILVER. 


I was lately informed by the superintendent of one of the largest 
mines of the Comstock lode—the man who took out and weighed the 
ore himself—that the total yield of his mine had been upward of 
$30,000,000, of which at least $20,000,000 had been distributed as a 
net profit to the stockholders after paying all investments of capital, 
interest, expenses of working, everything. Now when the Anglo- 
Saxon race has begun the process of digging and crushing the moun- 
tain ranges of North and South America, known to abound with 
bonanzas of silver, and probably also of gold, it is palpable that the 
chances are a thousand to one that silver cannot be kept at anything 
like its present price against the competition of the numberless bo- 
nanzas likely—almost sure—to be opened in the near future. New 
Mexico, Arizona, Mexico proper, Peru, and other South American 
states, are known to be full of silver, easy to be had with the modern 
railroad and mining appliances. Upon the alleged appreciation of 
gold the Director of the Mint informs us in his last report, page 16, 
that— 


A circumstance which would appear to prove beyond reasonable doubt that the 
change in relative value of gold and silver is due chiefly to a depreciation or fall 
in the value of silver, is that within the last twenty-two months the export of sil- 
ver to the eastern nations from London and San Francisco has amounted to about 
$143,500,000, and that under this unprecedented demand, including the consump- 
tion during the same period of about $28,300,000, for the fractional currency of the 
United States, making together over §171,200,000, the average price of that metal 
Has NOt risen Over 54 pence against 60,4, pence, the average of 172, If silver had 
not really depreciated, this demand, which probably exceeded the entire gold 
coinage of the world for the same period, would have carried the price to or above 

» point at which it ruled before the German money system was changed. In 

face of these facts the assumption that gold has appreciated does not appear to 


be well founded. 

It is very evident to my mind that so long as England, the mone- 
tary center of the world, does business only with the gold measure, 
uo other nation dealing with her, and through her necessarily, if at 
all, with the rest of the earth, can adopt any but the gold standard, 
or if a silver standard, then one of the same value as the gold, that 
is, a dollar of about 444 grains, without very great disadvantage. 

_ But the trouble is that as soon as we begin to put silver enough 
into the dollar to make it equal in value with gold the silver bill is 
dead, and even its friends will not bury it. Nobody will take $100 in 
‘ver worth $100 in gold. But if it could be so contrived by the 
debtor as to pay a debt of $100 contracted by the measure of gold 
with one hundred silver pieces worth $92 in gold there would be 
<aething about the transaction having charms for those minds 
Which are intent upon a pecuniary advantage at the expense of the 
hational honor. 
shonin international agreement could be arrived at by which silver | 
vilken? adopted as a measure by all we could agree to it doubtless 
ule Silver would then be used only as a subsidiary coin, 
= Mit were commercially cheaper than gold, in which case silver 
uld become the standard and gold would be demonetized in prac- | 
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tice by its greater relative value, since debts will always be paid by 
the cheaper measure, until such time as it became, at the legal pro- 
portions ordained between them, the cheaper of the two metals, 
when it would again become the standard, and silver would be demon- 
etized as it was from 1834 to 1874. It is impossible to escape the stand- 
ard which England adopted, so long as she is the clearing-house of 
the world, unless we cease todo business with the world. Her stand- 
ard measures the imports and the exports of every nation under the 
sun, and if we do not conform to it in onr internal as we do and must 
in our external transactions, we simply cheat each other, that is all. 
We pay insurance against every variation of tluctuation in our cur- 
rency and for every hazard and possibility or fluctuation in enormous 
percentages, which are no less real because like indirect taxes upon 
consumption they are not always visible. 


DEMONETIZATION OF SILVER NOT A TRICK BUT A DUTY 

It is said that the act of 1873 by which silver was demonetized was 
a fraud upon the country. It was not so. The act only provided 
that the coining of the silver dollar should cease. It was then worth 
one hundred and three cents in gold, and its circulation was impos- 
sible for two reasons: First, the paper promise of the Government 
was the currency, understood to be payable at the resumption of 
specie payments in gold—a commodity then cheaper than silver, 
the gold dollar being worth then less than ninety-eight cents in silver. 
Hence there could have been no motive to forbid the coining of the 
silver dollar in order to avoid payment in a cheaper commodity than 
gold. Gold had been the only standard in England since 1821, and 
gold had been the only standard in America at least since 1853. Ever 
since that time the legal gold dollar had been worth less than the 
legal silver dollar, and therefore all debts contracted in this country 
had been contracted by its measure since that time except during 
the period of suspension, and then in a currency understood to be 
payable in gold, because that was cheaper than silver, whenever re- 
sumption should take place. There appeared to be no possible use in 
future for silver as a measure of value—no use except forsmall change 
as subsidiary coin—and therefore after two years pendency, and under 
the eyes and noses of the advocates of paper money and with their 
full knowledge, the further coining of the silver dollar, of which only 
$2,045,838 had been coined since the foundation of the Government, 
was prohibited. The revision of the laws touching our coinage had 
been the subject of careful consideration in Congress for several years 
preceding the passage of the bill. 

The then chairman of the Committeeon Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
ures, Hon. WILLIAM D. KELLEY, of world-wide reputation as the ad- 
vocate of paper currency as against coin, was the champion of the 
bill, and especially of this feature demonetizing silver, as appears 
from the protracted discussion found iu part 3 of the Globe, second ses- 
sion of the Forty-second Congress, commencing page 2311, in which 
he was a central figure, as he still isin every debate in which he par- 
ticipates at all. It having been everywhere claimed that silver was 
demonetized by a hard-money trick until many people really believed 
the lie and until it would almost seem that popular elections are car- 
ried by it and that the votes of sage members of this body are in- 
fluenced by it, I take the liberty of transcribing from the able speech 
of the distinguished champion of soft money and silver demonetiza- 
tion in 1872~73, who is the equally able champion of soft money and 
silver remonetization now, the following passages in favor of this 
feature of the demonetization bill of 1573. He says on page 2311, 
above referred to: 

It was apparent to me when I[ had the honor of bringing this bill to the atten- 
tion of tne House the other day that those who have an interest in securing its 
defeat, which now amounts to at least from a quarter toa half million dollars a 
year, and which would, if we were on the basis of specic payments, have an inter 
est running up into many millions, had ingeniously plied some of the leading mem- 
bers of the House with suggestions touching the minor details of the bill, which, 
if accepted by the House, might render its passage impossible. ~ * One sil 
ver bullion dealer of New York during the last Congress admitted to the gentle- 
man who is now acting as chairnran of the committee in charge of the bill that un- 
der one defect in existing laws he was making at the cost of the Government from 
seventy-five thousand to one hundred thousand dollars a year. * * * 

Again, sir, by a mistake in our law, it has become impossible to retain an Amer 
ican silver dollar in this country, except in collections of curiosities. They. would 
if coined in considerable numbers be a source of enormous protjt to the silver 
bullion dealers of New York. Let ma show you. The silver dollar required by 
our laws is worth three and a half cents more than our gold dollar, and is worth 
seven cents more than two half dollars Now, sir, let us get back, as the gentle- 
man desires, to specic payment before we legislate on the mint laws, and you will 
have an interest of from one million to many million dollars a year here with its 
lobby in and around the House to prevent the Government from the possibility of 
losing a few dollars by substituting copper nickel for copper and copper-bronze 
coinage. Every dollar we will then coin in silver will put from three and a half 
to seven cents in the pocket of the individual broker. 


And on page 2316 Mr. KELLEY proceeds : 


Hence all experience has shgwn that you must have one standard coin, which 
shall be a legal tender for all others, and then you may promote your domestic con 
venience by having a subsidiary coinage of silver, which sball circulate in all parts 
of your country as legal tender fora limited amount, and be redeemable at its face 
value by your Government * * * 

This bill, while it contains many other excellent provisions, will save to the 
people of the country at least from a quarter to a halt million dollars in the next 
year, apart from the jobbing in hypothecated bars, and when we come to specie 
yayments we will save $5,000,000, which now go to the silver-bullion dealers of 
New York. 


These facts and the vigorous discussion of all the features of the 
bill in both Houses of Congress, and the special and pointed argn- 
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wents of the distinguished Pennsylvanian, ought to end the clamor 
in this country which is raised by ignorance or by something worse 
about the alleged tricks of those who favored the passage of the bill 
of 1273. But, upon the principle that a lie well told and adhered to 
is as good as the trath, no doubt the noise of the demagogue will 
continue all the same. It will take more than the still small voice of 
truth to silence him. When his mad and criminal ravings have 
broken credit, destroyed the remains of business, wasted the resources 
of doubly abounding nature, enthroned disaster every where, wrapped 
this energetic generation in the shroud of misery, and wrecked the 
nation upon the shoals of despair, possibly his yelp may cease. But 


| 


L expect pothing less will tarn his head to the rudiments of political 


economy. 
Subsequently the demonetization of silver by Germany, the limit- 
ation of its coinage by France and the Latin union, the sudden fail- 


| metals, as is now the case with silver, it is the duty of a governmyy: 


ure of the Asiatic market for silver, and the vast increase of the sil- | 


ver production of the world at the same time that its markets were 
thus suddenly cut off drove its value rapidly down until in 1576 it 
was 20 per cent. less than in 1873, and produced apparently a perma- 
went reduction in its value compared with gold of 8 or 10 per cent., 
with the chances that it will go still lower for some years at least to 
come, 

Now those whose doctrines involve repudiatiou of everything, unit- 
ing with many who do not clearly see the nature of the act, and 
others who fear that worse may come if this is not granted, desire 
to measure all existing contracts and obligations at 8 per cent. less 
than when the agreement was made. 

lor a quarter of a century the word “coin” has been in the public 
mind synonymous with gold. Silver was never thought of as a meas- 
ure of value, because it was dearer than gold, and the cheaper coin 
or tender is that in view of which all contracts and transactions are 
performed by universal law, unless at the time of the agreement some 
other measure is named. 

The act of 1573 provided that no more silver dollars should be 
coined, simply because there was no more use for them, and specu- 
lators were robbing the people of a quarter of a million annually, 
as Mr. KELLEY said, and in case of resumption, would increase 
their depredations to at least five millions annually. That is all 
there was of it. Nobody thought of the enormous fall of silver 
which came two and three years afterward. 1t impeaches the intel- 
ligence of every advocate of soft money to say that there was any 
other reason, for the field of knowledge was open to them as well as 
to others, and in the same breath with which they charge others to 
have been knaves they admit themselves to have been fools. 


MORAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATIONS. 


But I wish distinctly to say that if the case had been different, 
had the impending and immense depreciation of silver which was 
sure to take place from causes over which we had no control been 
known to every one, it would then have been the imperative duty of 
the Government to have prohibited the further coining of silver. If 
it had never been done until the depreciation took place—if it were 
not done to-day—it would be the duty of this Government, instead of 
passing the silver bill as we propose todo, to enact that same law of 
1873, or to increase the quantity of metal in the silver dollar propor- 
tionately to its depreciation, at this session. It would be right to do 
it. It would be forthe interest of the country to doit. It would be 
dishonest and ruinous not to do it. 

Gold has not appreciated in consequence of the law of 1873. That 
act had no effect upon silver, for it did not circulate before. We left 
off coining the silver dollar because we bad no use for it and were 
not likely to have any. Less than one-half the gold in the world is 
used as money now, and if more gold coin is wanted it will pass from 
merchandise to the mint at once. There is no trouble about the 
quantity; but of this hereafter. 

The Constitution gives to Congress the power to coin money and 
regulate the value thereof. The States lose the power given to Con- 
gress, and thus the duty as well as power is vested in Congress to per- 
form both these acts. 

There are two branches of this duty—to coin and to regulate value. 
Now the duty to regulate value is to regulate the relation of the 
coins of gold on the one hand and of silver on the other, not so 
much between themselves, but rather the relation of the different 
metals to each other. This is apparent at once. How many grains 
of gold shall be taken as the equivalent of a given silver coin? How 
many grains of silver of a given quality shall be equal to a dollar in 
gold? 

These are the questions. Congress under the Constitution must an- 
swer them. But this term “regulate their value,” this implies subse- 
quent action and refers to that paramount duty of all governments 
to so regulate their standard or measure of value as to preserve the 
complete, relative uniformity of value between the metals so far as 
possible ; not so that a dollar in gold will always purchase just the 
same quantity of wheat or corn; but so that a dollar in gold and a 
dollar in silver or the paper money in use will each at any given 
time purchase the same amount of commodities. Thus if one of the 
precious metals which has been used as the measure of value from 
any cause should suddenly and largely and permanently appreciate 
in value, it would be the duty of Congress to call in and melt up its 


| commercial union of the world to attempt to remonetize it alone x 
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formity with the value of the metal which had not incre 
mean while. 

So, should the standard of value suddenly depreciate, or if cays, 
are plainly in operation which must reduce that standard, whethe. 
single or double, largely and permanently, the duty of Congres j, 
imperative to call in those coins and increase accordingly the intripg,, 
value of their composition. “7 

Should both silver and gold be legal tender, it is not probable th», 
both will fluctuate at the same time—and here is the great ady - 
tage of the double standard or measure—but if one fluctuates ;), 
other will be firm. Other nations cannot demonetize both at one 
That is impossible; one must always be of stable value; and jj 
cloud of uncertainty hangs over the fature of one of the precious 


ased in valye 
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to suspend its coinage until events or the general agreement 
nations restores its permanence of value. For one nation of th 
like one of the States of this Union undertaking to do business wi,) 
a denreciated currency discarded by all the rest. The West knew 
something of that a generation ago. 

The fact that there is at the same time only one metal used as 4 
measure of value, and that always the cheaper of the two, eye: 
when both are represented in the coinage, is not important so far as 
this duty of government is concerned. The duty is to protect the 
nation against fluctuation in its measure of value so far as possible 
Truly, a very difficult power to exercise—a dangerous power—)y; 
one which must exist and which is often put forth—a power whic) 
should not be exerted upon slight appearances of its necessity, nor 
until it is clear that the depreciation or appreciation of the metal js 
considerable and likely to be permanent. 

The regulation can be effected by prohibiting the coinage and » 
moving the legal-tender power in some cases and awaiting the course 
of events before determining whether to resume it at a subsequent 
period when events shall have thrown light upon its future position 
as a component part of the currency, or it can be accomplished by 
increasing or lessening the intrinsic value of the coins at once. Take 
now the case of silver. Grant that by the letter of the law it was 
“coin” until 1573, and that public and private debts might be paid 
in it until that time, and that they might properly have been paid 
in it after resumption of specie payments under ordinary circun- 
stances, and how does the case stand ? 

To begin with, we know that a nation is above compulsion in all that 
relates to its legal standard or measure of values, debts and credits. 
It may repudiate, or authorize its people to repudiate, wholly or in 
part. The nation cannot be summoned into court, for it is above all 


| courts. It can be as glorious or as depraved as its instincts in- 


cline it to be. It can give no security but its honor. When that is 
gone its credit is gone—it cannot borrow a dollar. Therefore, 
“ What ought the nation to do?” is the only question which ever can 
be presented to a brave and powerful and prosperous people, and 
thank God thus far a nation of unsullied honor, like the inhabitants 
of happy, proud America. 

Now, when gold coin was the only coin which occurred to either 
debtor or creditor for nearly a quarter of a century as a measure o! 
value, and when every existing obligation payable in coin had beer 
contracted with reference to gold coin because it was cheaper than 
silver, or in a currency therefore to be redeemed in gold wheuever 
redeemed at all, and when silver, at one fell swoop, was depreciating 
20 per cent. and refuses to rise again within 8 per cent. of the stand- 
ard coin in which all contracts to pay had been measured at their 
inception, and when, as the gradual reduction of its purchasing power 
shows, even gold itself has largely though uniformly, and hence with- 
out shock or fluctuation, depreciated in the markets of the world 
since 1848, what should a rich and honorable people do? What 
should even a poor but proud and upright nation say upon the pres 
ent occasion? There is but one answer possible. We must pay the 
debt by the measure in which it was contracted, either iv gold or in 
a silver coin of corresponding value. If we cannot pay, that 1s 
another thing ; but we can pay, and to refuse is disgrace. 

PROFIT AND LOSS BY REMONETIZATION. 

It is pitiable to think of the little mess of pottage for which we 
propose to sell our birthright of honor. I suppose it would be fair 
to the advocates of the silver measure of payment to call that meta: 
worth ninety-two cents in gold; that the act of remonetization 
might add temporarily at least two cents more, so that thie shave 
would be six cents on a dollar. Well, that would be something to! 
a dealer in old clothes. But take our national debt at, in full num 
bers, $2,200,000,000, 6 per cent. of it is $132,000,000, or less than one- 


| half our yearly income from taxation, and even this saving 1s © 


come imperceptibly, through the next forty or one hundred years 
which will elapse before the bonds and loans and future fundings 0! 
the national debt are all extinguished by payment. The greenbacs 


| and national-bank currency are all which will now be paid in silvet 


coin, 6 per cent. of which might yield us $40,000,000, and this just 
$10,000,000 more than the pension fund, our annual offering upon the 
altar of national love for those who gave life and limb to preserve 
our integrity and power; this is the pitiful price for which 1t 1s pr 
posed to barter our good name and destroy our credit and self-respect. 

The agitation of the remonetization of silver and of the repeal ot 


coins, reduce the amount of their metal and issue them again in con- | the resumption act, and the probability that the public debt will be 
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i in a measure of 8 per cent. less value than that in which it has 
par He 
r 


hitherto been believed it would be paid, has already stopped the sale | 


‘f our 4 per cent. loan; and thus we lose the benefit of a reduction 
aa one quarter of the annual interest on our bonded debt. 
“ A iljustration, assume what issufficiently accurate for the purpose, 
that our interest-bearing debt is $1,800,000,000. If it is to be paid in 
iveritsgold value becomes $1,656,000,000—a difference of $144,000,000. 
le to expect ever to place that debt, if to be paid in silver, at 
rate than 6 per cent. interest. It is payable semi-annually ; 
y+ weanme that it be paid annually and the interest charge yearly 

“then $99,360,000. But we were placing the whole at 44 per 
vent. in gold, and the interest in gold on the debt payable in gold 
would be $81,000,000—a net loss of $18,360,000 every year on the in- 
, charge alone. Should the national debt be funded in a forty- 
vear bond, this difference invested ina sinking fund would pay the 
whole principal of the debt many times over, as any one can see who 

an ¢ ipher. a E f 5 ’ 

The gold bond of the United States is the best security in the 
world. Our debt within four years’ time might, I believe, be funded 
at 3per cent. in gold—doubling the interest saving ; and thus we are 
likely by this insane silver policy to lose $36,000,000 yearly on the 
interest item of our expenditures alone. 
~ Again, the nation being the best able of any debtor, whatever the 
rate of interest which it pays is uniformly lower than that which 
individuals are compelled to give. 

Thus by this act we shall virtually tax all private enterprise with 
\ burdensome rate of use for money, which of itself for years to come 
will most seriously fetter and burden producers, and especially labor- 
ing-men, Who starve when industry is paralyzed. The great burden 
of industry is never the principal of its debts, but the interest it 
pays; and whoever comprehends the real causes of our financial 
troubles knows that high rates of interest are the secret of our woes. 
They are the serpent’s fang in the arteries of industry. 


is id 


lowel 


terest 


THE SAVING BY THE SILVER MEASURE ON EXISTING PRIVATE DEBTS. 


But it is urged that the same reduced value would apply to all 
State, municipal, corporate, and private debts, the amount of which is 
very large. This is true to a great extent; but, even in payment of 
the great mass of private debts, we should only be taking from each 
other 8 per cent. under a modified form of the bankrupt act, and the 
eftect of this would be distributed over many years, during which, if 
the value of silver should appreciate as is claimed by some, the relief 
designed would not be realized and would be almost imperceptible at 
the best. Ido not object to the remonetization of the silver dollar 
of 412} grains because of the amount which it will take from the 
creditor so much as by reason of the essentially nefarious and, as it 
seems to me, dishonest nature of the act. If we are to do this thing 
I would like to make more out of it. In contemplation of the nature 
of the act and its rewards, I feel that it is cheaper than the work of 
Judas. He will be ashamed of his humble imitators. 

Again, the— 

AVERAGE LENGTH OF CREDITS, 

that is, the duration of debts, is only two years, and it should be re- 
membered that nearly all the contracts and business of the country 
have been since February 7, 1873, five years since, adjusted to the 
gold measure or to a currency declared by law to be payable in gold 
alone, and the redemption of which on the lst day of January, 1879, 
has been for almost three years solemnly pledged by the nation, a 
currency to-day worth five cents in gold more than the old silver 
dollar of 412 grains, a currency which if made payable in silver will 
sink at once to eighty-nine cents in gold, and nobody knows where it 
will stop in its descent. If now you suddenly say that all the debts 
of the country, the great mass of which have been contracted within 
five years, shall be paid not at the rate of even ninety-seven cents in 
gold, but at the rate of eighty-nine cents in gold, do you not for the 
sake of the shave upon the long debts of the country, inflict upon 
all short credits, which are many times the total of bonded and mort- 
gage debts created prior to 1873, a most insufferable, wicked, and out- 
rageous loss, for which there can be and is no pretense of justification, 
because they were contracted with reference to the law as modified 
by the law of 1873, and most of them in view of the additional pledge 
of resumption now nearly three years old? 

Every one will admit that whatever is due to laborers in this coun- 
try has accrued within one or at the most two years—certainly 
Within five. e : 
ers who work three hundred days in the year at $1 per day. They 
will earn in two years $6,000,000,000. Now there is no doubt at 
‘east 20 per cent. of that amount due for labor to-day, and probably 
more than twice that, as the price per diem is placed much lower than 


the average of wages in my belief. Twenty per cent is $1,200,000,000. | 


Pay that in currency redeemable in silver and there is a net loss 
to laborers upon existing debts of $96,000,000. 


lie debt, payable mainly out of the luxuries of the rich. Take 
the leading ‘city of my State, Manchester; little, but the home of 
great industries, having a population of thirty thousand and paying 
monthly $500,000 to laborers in cotton mills alone. Governor Straw, 
than whom there is no better authority upon economic questions in 
this country, informs me that the enactment of the Bland silver bill 
Will, in his belief, deprive the operatives in the mills of that city 


Assume for i)lustration that there are ten million labor- | 


ae And so you rob labor | 
of $96,000,000—probably twice that—to save $40,000,000 on the pub- | 
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| of at least $50,000 of their hard earnings every month; and all other 
labor in that city and State and throughout the country will be 
damaged in the same proportion. 

But the loss you intlict by suspense and uncertainty in business 
movements and by depriving the laborer of the opportunity to work 
at all for any wages whatever, is outside the possibility of computa- 
tion. 

Pay off the debts of all kinds contracted since 1873 at 8 per cent. 
discount. Let every laborer, farmer, mechanic, and country mer- 
chant, and salaried man in the United States reckon for himself. 
How much is it in all? Let every man appeal to his own knowledge. 
How many hundreds of millions in all? And whose loss is it? Cer- 
tainly not the bondholders. It falls everywhere, but chiefly upon 
the middle and poorer classes of society. : 

Suppose the immense crops of the country are sold in gold, as they 
are and will continue to be in spite of us, and are paid for as they 
largely may be and will be if silver is remonetized, at the silver 
measure, how much have the West and South made in consequence? 
That would be an interesting problem for those whose tastes lead 
them to calculate the profits of repudiation. I shall not take part 
in it until I believe it is a performance in which an honest constitu- 
ency desire their representative to participate. 

But this matter is one of the most serious concern to the laboring, 
suffering poor to-day. The adoption of the silver standard would 
inflate prices after a certain lapse of time. More silver dollars would 
be called for because they would be worth less. The gold dollar 
would still be worth more and purchase more. Everything, how- 
ever, would be rated in silver. It is a fact established by all experi- 
ence that in a period of inflation the wages of labor are the last of 
all things to increase in nominal amount. For a long time after all 
the necessaries of life have increased in price the laborer will still 
receive the same nominal sum which he did before inflation; but his 
silver will buy much less than the gold or than the greenback pay- 
able in gold. This will greatly increase the existing distress. Such 
an act of bad faith will not restore confidence to business, and enter- 
prise will never put forth its energies upon the assurance of a system 
of finance which begins with partial repudiation. Confidence is the 
essential element of enterprise. It is not sufficient that the laborers 
and debtors, or even capitalists hungering for investments, clamor 
for confidence, for a revival of trade and business undertakings. I 
wish gentlemen would think of this long enough to count two. 
You can have no revival of industry until the men who hire capital 
and hire labor, the men of business capacity, prudence, and foresight, 
see clearly that it is safe to launch again upon the sea of effort in 
pursuit of fortune. 

Business men by no means own the capital of the country; but 
they control the business of the country. Both labor and capital are 
suppliants at their feet to-day. They dare not move, because they do 
not know what the American Congress will do with the currency. 
They wait to see whether the American people will perpetrate an act 
of bad faith and shake the foundations of the national credit. They 
desire to see what will come of this partial repudiation by the demone- 
tization of gold, which is the same as the proposed remonetization of 
silver. The one act is the other. They reason that the violation of 
the national honor will not stop with the first act of pertidy. They 
see, as do the advocates of absolute money, that the silver movement 
is the first act ina drama of which the catastrophe is repudiation and 
ruin. These are the men whose confidence you must win, but which 
you are about to destroy. You are only blindly blundering from bad 
to worse. Because we are suffering in the process of resumption you 
demand your agony over again. You turn to the darkness of the 
past, to the city of destruction, instead of pressing resolutely for the 
wicket gate. Let us not deceive ourselves. Let us not excuse our- 
selves with the plea that it is the will of our constituencies, that it 
is according to the letter of the contract. Even if it were, as it is 
not, let us remember that it is the letter which killeth, but that the 
spirit maketh alive. We are sent here to think for ourselves and to 
act for those who elect us. We ought to risk the loss of temporary 
popularity when we believe that the people are misled. Be sure they 
will be right in the end; bitter experience will leave no man in doubt 
on this matter, and he who stood by the truth and by the national 
| honor when they were assailed by an evanescent tempest of popular 

delusion and folly will yet find his reward from a rescued and grate- 
| ful people. 
But, if it were otherwise, the satisfaction of consistent adherence 
| to the precepts of morality in the administration of the financial 
| affairs of the nation, of an ardent and unfaltering devotion to what- 

ever shall ennoble and illumine the career of the Republic, should 
| lead us to protect the national faith from impending disgrace by 
every resource of statesmanship and by all the sanctions of religion 
and law. 





THREATS. 


3ut there is one other form in which the proposition is put by the 
silver men. They decline to pay in gold, and say they will pay in 
silver or not at all, and if their creditors will not receive ninety-two 
cents for one hundred they will destroy their property and break up 
society. Very well; proceed. Those who, living in the Mississippi 
Valley, turn it into a mz|strom, will get as much grinding out of it 
and as little grist of good out of that mill as those who live on the 
outside of the destroying circle. The East may be robbed until she 
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is hungry; but she earned the money which is developing the West 


and which held the South in the strong grip of national integrity by | 


generations of industry and habits of honest living. She has been 
able to exist and to lend. Should she lose her investments abroad 
through the knavery of her countrymen, she will still be able to dig 
an honest living from her rocky hills. If she is paid any part of 
what she has lent, she will take what she can get, and hereafter the 
western repudiator will borrow what he can get, and by the time his 
improvised anarchy has become settled and serene he will have a 
more lively sense of the obligation of contracts. 

Why, sir, one little city of seven thousand people, the city of 
Keene, in my district, has $1,500,000 invested in the securities of the 
West. Millions of the hard-earned savings of the laborers of New 
Hampshire are loaned at rates of interest sanctioned by local laws 
all through the northern belt of the great valley-garden of our coun- 
try and of the world. The great mass of this accumulation has 
eome down to us from former generations. It represents the toils 
and sacrifices of our fathers and mothers for two hundred and fifty 
years. We have lent it in good faith to the owners of an agricultural 
El} Dorado, compared with which our own rough and barren chance 
in life has been as the tlinty rock to the gardens of the Lord. We 
have lent it to our brethren and sons upon their own terms, secured, 
as we thought, by their honor and their property. With its use they 
have developed until they are America. In ten years they can double 
our development and accumulations for centuries. While they have 
still carried their loan they have more than quadrupled their prop- 
erty by its use, and now they threaten us that they will repudiate 
the whole unless we will discount 8 per cent. of the principal. 
lor this there is no excuse but the highwavman’s. The debtors of 
the West are not called upon to pay their debt. They are only de- 
sired to pay their interest, manifest the instincts of common honesty, 
and retain their loan as long as they desire. That they can do, and 
they will some time learn that their true friends were the eastera 
capitalists, and not the brawling communists of the prairie nor the 
upspringing representative of the new and solid South, with one 
hand clutching the key to the Treasury and with the other lighting 
the fires of discord with the national bonds which preserved to him 
in his own hour of madness a country and the privileges of freedom. 

But I protest that these men do not represent the hearts and pur- 
poses of the American people. Our countrymen, North and South 
and East and West, are honest, and will never knowingly perpetrate 
a wrong. They may be misled, and I believe they are now misrepre- 
sented; and so believing I appeal from the madness and folly and 
demagogism of the present hour to the calm verdict of the swift- 
coming future, 

But, again, the advocates of the remonetization of ninety-two 
cents into one hundred claim in one breath that they do it in order 
to facilitate the resumption of specie payments on the Ist day of 
January, 1879, on the day fixed by law, and in the next they repeal 
the resumption act itself, absolutely, without a remnant of resump- 
tion legislation remaining upon the statute-books of the country. 
This is hardly consis.ent, to say the least; and it shows the guile- 
less sincerity of the men who are at work for the introduction of an 
irredeemable paper currency, to the exclusion of all other forms of 
money, by the pretended initiation of measures for che resumption 
of specie payments according to existing law, which measures abol- 
ish the possibility of resumption in express terms. It seems alto- 
gether probable that the Government must accumulate not far from 
$100,000,000 more coin, gold value, than is now in the country in 
order to resume on the Ist day of January, 1879. 

The nominal amount to be redeemed is the same whether it is done 
in the gold or silver valuation. The only difference, then, is the dif- 
ference between the actual value of $100,000,000 in gold and. the 
same sum in silver—which is now $8,000,000. The Government, 
then, can in no event make more than this amount out of all this 
pother so far as resumption is concerned, while there is no doubt that 
it has already lost from the direct effect of the ayitation of the re- 
monetization of silver at this moment, or as Mr. Lincoln used to say, 
by swapping horses while crossing the stream, far more than that 
sum. ‘The interruption of the negotiation of our low interest bonds 
in Europe will of itself take from the Treasury far more than any 
possible profit. 

Then the disorganization and distrust and loss of time in the ad- 





justment of relations and prices and in the process of the accumula- 


tion of coin has inflicted in my belief an injury upon our reviving 
industries and the prospect of actual resumption which, though not 
irreparable, is yet very great. It is impossible to foresee the evils 
before us resulting from this cause. 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION ACT. 


The silver movement and the repeal of the resumption act are the 
Siamese twins of the advocates of absolute money. I have done 
with the former, and with a few words in regard to the proposed 
repeal I will close. 

Phere is now clearly no excuse for repealing this act, nor can there 
ever be any justification but actual necessity for the postponement 
even of the time of resumption. The executive Department charged 
with the execution of the existing law declares that we have the 
means available for resumption according to law. No further legis- 
lation is essential, though some is desirable, and the Secretary has 


; —$____. 


| a moral certainty of obtaining the funds in ample season. He May 

if necessary, sell the 5 per cent. ten-year gold bond, now cousider’ 
bly above, at par value. It has been demonstrated that our 4, - 
cent. bond will sell at par in the markets of the world; oy, =. 
debt could be funded at that rate. How, then, is it possible that = 
can fail to obtain one or two hundred millions as we may need - 
redeem three or seven hundred millions of circulating notes, yoy - 
only 24 per cent. discount, and soon to be retained anxiously }, the 
people for use as money, rather than presented for redemption in 
cumbersome gold or silver ? 7 

Great Britain fixed the date of resumption after the Napoleon: 
wars on the Ist of May, 1822; the law was passed in 1819. ‘The , 
tainty that the promise was to be kept carried paper to par in 
| 1821, and specie payment was then resumed in gold, which has 

the measure of values in that country ever since. 

All the indications point to like experience on our part if we pro- 
ceed in good faith to carry out the law and keep our pledge of bono; 
The greenback is a promise to pay, no time is specified, but the | 
always implies that a debt shall be paid io a reasonable time, a 
when no date is fixed the promise is to pay in a reasonable time, |) 
1869 a law was passed detinitely saying that it should be paid iy 
coin. What coin must have been intended I have already consid 
ered; not necessarily gold in the then existing gold dollar, althouy) 

that was in the public mind, but if gold had depreciated suddey|, 
and excessively then it would have been the duty of Government ty 
so regulate, by increase, the amount of gold in the measure as to kee) 
the public faith in its spirit. , 

Has! silver retained its value in excess of gold we should have bee, 
justified in reducing the amount of silver in a dollar under the eop- 
stitutional power to regulate the value of coin, and, the old gold dol. 
lar having become untit as a measure, it might have become our duty 
to pay by the silver measure or dolar; but, as the facts have been, 
gold coin has retained its stability; silver has depreciated 10 per 
cent. or more on its value of 1873, while a permanent depreciation or 
appreciation of either metal of even 1 per cent. is sufficient to impair 
if not destroy its use as a measure and banish it from circulation or 
render a new adjustment between the metals necessary. Hence ther 
can be no real qnestion as to which coin measure should be used in 
redeeming the greenback notes. 

In 1875 we passed an act saying that the promise to pay in an in- 
definite but reasonable time should be rendered speciiic, and we 
pledged payment on the Ist day of January, 1879. Now the green- 
back has all the elements of the bonded promise or of a promissory 
note payable at a specific time, and to fail to pay it is an act of bauk- 
ruptecy or of repudiation. Nothing but necessity can possibly justify 
an extension even. Nothing can justify us in the neglect of any 
effort to keep our word, and if we fail to keep it we must indemnify 
the holder of the note. 

The greenback, then, is now a note payable in gold, at that date, 
without inverest. If it were a mere note it would then be worth, one 
year prior to resumption, one dollar in gold, less one year’s interest— 
for convenience say ninety-four ceuts. But it has additional value 
growing out of its legal-tender quality and its greater convenience 
than coin in actual use. 

These qualities, several months since, when the discount upon the 
greenback as a deferred debt was greater than now, had carried it to 
ninety-seven cents in gold ; since then it has risen to ninety-seven and 
three-eighths, showing that these qualities add 5 or 6 per cent. at least 
to the value of the greenback. The national-bank note being con- 
vertible into the greenback and secured by the individual responsi- 
bility of the corporation enforceable in the courts, as well as by the 
Government guarantee, is of the same value. 

The inevitable result, but for the unfortunate agitation of silver 
resumption and of the refusal of all resumption, would have been to 
carry the greenback, and with it the national-bank note, to par earlyin 
the present year. Why not, since such was the case in England? 

Nothing is necessary to this result but the belief that we shall 
resume according to the legal pledge of the national honor. That 
cuntidence would have been strong to-day but for the,unfortunate 
movement of those who have faltered in the time of trial, when 
tirmness alone could give safety. Restore that confidence, and resump- 
tion will antedate by six months the period fixed by law. At all 
events, continue your preparations; show to the world that you 
mean to carry out your pledge; accumulate all the coin you can; 
strengthen the hands of the Secretary with authority to fund the 
greenback, and in any other way which shows that you are striving 
to do it, and not the contrary, and if at the next December session Its 
absolutely necessary to defer resumption six months, or even a year, 
do so with a pledge of interest on the greenback from the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1879, and meantime continue your preparations with energy. 
Then you will inspire contidence in the rectitude of your intentions, 
business will revive, the laborer will find employment everywhere 
and payment in the best currency on earth. The distress in the coud- 
try can be relieved in no other way, for enterprise will not move 
until it is satistied that the nation is honest and has faith that once 
more it treads the metallic pavement to success. 

You can restore confidence in no other way. It is useless to restore 
the contidence of all the lunatics in creation, nor in fact on the part 
of everybody else, if yoa fail to restore it among business men. Yet 
you do acts which impair the spirit of contracts ; and the spirit of a 
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national contract is its obligation. 


You delay needlessly the day of 

rformance. In fact, you refuse to perform at all. 
twelve months before the necessary moment and when all indica- 
tions are propitious. You set up a standard or measure of value un- 
known int 


now by nearly all civilized nations, and sure to be more fluctuating 
for years than the greenbacks. You unsettle everything and put the 
business of the country and the labor of the country, the unbounded 
energies, hopes, and possibilities of the country, into a state of sus- 
pended animation akin to death, no one knows for how many years; 
‘nd yet you expect confidence—that “plant of slow growth,” the 
ouly medicine for our decaying powers—to spring up in a soil which, 
impelled by the fitful heavings of angry earthquake forces beneath, 
continually breaks and crumbles around its tender rootlets, while 
its healing leaves are scorched and chilled by the inconstant winds 
of national fluctuation and dishonor. 

There is but one way open to us. We must eliminate these gase- 
ous philosophies of finance from our monetary system and build our 
industrial superstructure only upon that metallic base which, when 
adhered to, has never failed. Then even if the rains descend and the 
foods come and beat upon that house it will stand, for it will be 
founded upon a rock. 

[At the close of the hour, by unanimous consent, on motion of Mr. 
REAGAN, the time of Mr. BLArR was extended half an hour, and was 
further extended ten minutes. ] 

Mr. HAZELTON. I desire to ask the gentleman one question. As 
| understand him, this is regarded as repudiation in the State of 
New Hampshire; would it be regarded as repudiation in New Hamp- 
shire if the Government would pay its debts just as it agreed to pay 
them ? 

Mr. BLAIR. It would not. ‘ 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. BEEBE reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the state of the 
Union generally, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate by Mr. SYMPSsON, one of its clerks, 
announeed that the Senate had passed a bill and joint resolution of 
the following titles; in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House : 

A bill (8. No. 484) authorizing the construction of a bridge and 
abutment approach within the Fort Riley military reservation ; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 15) filling an existing vacancy in the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 

The message further communicated to the House resolutions of the 
Senate on the death of Hon. OLIVER P. MorTON, late a Senator of 
the United States from the State of Indiana. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the resolutions of the Senate, 
as follows: 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
January 17, 1878. 

Resolved, That from an earnest desire to show every mark of respect to the mem- 
ory of Hon. OLIVkR P. MORTON, late a Senator of the United States from the State 
of Indiana, and to manifest the high estimate entertained of his eminent public 
services, his distinguished patriotism, and his usefulness as a citizen, the business 
of the Senate be now suspended that the friends and associates of the deceased 
Swnaior may pay fitting tribute to his public and private virtues. 

Resolved, That a wide-spread and public sorrow on the avnouncement of his 


death attested the profound sense of the loss which the whole country has sus- 
tained, 


Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the memory of Mr. Morton, the mem- 


bers — Senate will go into mourning by wearing crape upon the left arm for 
uurty days. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to 
the House of Representatives. 


Mr. HANNA. I rise for the purpose of giving notice that at half- 
past one o’clock to-morrow I will ask unanimous consent of the House 
‘0 proceed to the consideration of the resolutions which have just 
»een reported from the Senate. 
yt BRIGHT. I desire to make an inquiry of the gentleman. 
ould it not suit as well to postpone the consideration of these reso- 
lutions until Saturday ? 
Mr. HANNA. I will 
members from the Stat 
and I am sim 


Mr. BRIGE 


state to my friend that a committee of the 
tate of Indiana have had this subject in charge, 
ply acting in pursuance of their recommendation. 

iT. I simply make the inquiry. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


a unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. CHIT- 
*ENDEN until Monday next. 


FRANKLIN TRAVIS. 


oa ATKINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
6) for the 


tead a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
1. and ordered to be printed. 
'. SPRINGER. I move that the House now adjourn. 


7 maton was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o’clock and 
y-lve minutes p.m.) the House adjourned. 
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his country for a quarter of a century—in reality since | 
the foundation of the Government—a measure demonetized in fact | 


relief of the sureties of Franklin Travis; which was | 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. AIKEN: Papers relating to the claim of Charles B. Rob- 
erts—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of John D. Brown, of Maury 
| County, Tennessee, for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of citizens of Kentucky, for a 
reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. [ 

By Mr. BRIGHT: Papers relating to the claim of William West— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route between Chain of Rocks and New Hope, by way of New 
Salem, Missouri—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CHALMERS: Papers relating to the claim of John C. 
Duff—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Arthur W. 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COVERT : The petition of Joseph Mackey, that inquiry be 
made into the cost of collecting the revenue of the United States— 
to the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasary Department. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The protest of John D. Sherwood and others, of 
Englewood, New Jersey, against repealing the resumption law and 
the remonetization of silver—to the Committee on Banking and Cur 
rency. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Remonstrance of 350 workers in alum, salts, 
acids, and sodas, in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, against any 
change in the tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FIELD: Papers relating to the claim of Samuel M. Blair, 
of Boston, Massachusetts—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Catharine Hickey, for a pension—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FORT: The petitions of Alexander L. Whitehall and other 
officers of the Ninth Battalion of Independent National Guards, for 
arms and ammunition for target practice, &c.—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. ' 

By Mr. FOSTER: Four petitions from citizens of Hancock and ad- 
joining counties in Ohio, that the tariff on flaxseed and linseed oil 
remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of Thatcher Magoon and 30 others, 
citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, ship-owners and commercial men, 
that they be reimbursed out of the Geneva award fund for war pre- 
miums paid by them—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Samuel C. Boehm and others— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of inhabitants of Newbury, 
Geauga County, Ohio, for female suffrage—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. GAUSE: The petition of colored citizens of Arkansas, for 
aid in emigrating to Liberia—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. Julia B. 
Southwick—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petitions of 28 persons engaged in the man- 
| ufacture of medical chemicals; of 49 in the manufacture of licorice; of 
70 in the manufacture of chemicals and colors, citizens of Phila- 
delphia; of workingmen engaged in the manufacture of books in 
Philadelphia ; and of 108 citizens of Manayunk, Pennsylvania, en 
gaged inthe manufacture of wood pulp, protesting against the re- 
duction of any duties which protect labor, and against the reimposi 
tion of the tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. KIDDER: The petition of George H. Walsh and 165 others, 
for a land office at Grand Forks, in the Territory of Dakota—to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: Papers relating to the claim of John M. 
Dorsey—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petitions of Elizabeth Ward and Sarah B. 
Wilson, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petitions of manufacturers of corks and 
employés of manufacturers of corks, against any change in the tariff 
relating to that industry—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

>y Mr. O'NEILL: Resolutions of the Union League of Philadelphia, 
opposing the payment of the public debt in other than gold coin—to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, resolutions of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, favoring the 
establishment of a national Department of Commerce—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of 560 citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for 
| the establishment of an international system of arbitration in the 
| interest of peace—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PATTERSON, of New York: The petition of B. J. Coffin, 
| of Sherman, New York, and 115 others, for the amendment of the 
pension laws—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. POWERS: The petition of Adrian Vandine, collector of 
customs for the distriget of Aroostook, Maine, for an increase of his 
salary—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. RICE, ef Massachusetts: The petition of A. A. Gordon and 
other workingmen, of Worcester, Massachusetts, against a change 
in the tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: Remonstrance of employés in 
cork manufactories in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, against reducing 
the duty on imported corks—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Papers relating to the claim of Morris Sea- 
man—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

by Mr. SWANN: The petition of Benjamin B. Miles, M. D., Alex- 
ander B. Miles, Sarah A. Marion, and Mary C. O’Bannon, for an appro- 
priation to pay a claim said to be due their father, who was killed 
in an engagement at Harper’s Ferry—to the Committee on WarClaims. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of Ira Gill, of Walpole, Massachu- 
setts, for relief—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of T. D. Hunley 
& Co. and other malsters, of Detroit, Michigan, relative to the duty 
on barley and malt—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of John W. Thompson and others, for compensa- 
tion for tools lost while in United States service—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petitions of 939 citizens of 
Oregon and Washington Territory, that the time be extended for the 
completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad—to the Committee on 
the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of William A. Tully, 
for arrears of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The memorial of D. and T. 
McMahon, and several hundred lawyers in different parts of the 
country, proposing an amendment of section 824 Revised Statutes 
so as to afford proper relief to attorneys, counselors, and solicitors in 
United States courts—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 





IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 18, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s progeedings was read and approved. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills and joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles and referred as 
indicated below : 

The bill (H. R. No. 114) to provide for the stamping of unstamped 
documents or papers—to the Committee on the Judiciary ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 789) to appropriate money for the purchase of a 
law library for the Territory of Dakota—to the Committee on Terri- 
tories ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 1074) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Missouri River at or near Glasgow, Missouri—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 1201) making an appropriation for the purchase 
of a law library for the use of the courts and the United States ofli- 
cers in the Territory of Wyoming—to the Committee on Territories ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 1474) further to suspend the operations of sec- 
tion 5574 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, title 72, in 
relation to guano islands—to the Committee on Foreign Relations ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 1918) for the relief of Milton B. Cushing, pay- 
master United States Navy—to the Committee on Naval Affairs ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 2479) for the removal of obstructions from the 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preser- 
vation of the public property—to the Committee on Commerce ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 2481) to retrocede to the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky jurisdiction to try and punish offenders, except in certain 
cases, for crimes and misdemeanors committed within the limits of 
the tract of land lying near the town of Harrodsburgh, in Mercer 
County, in said State, purchased by the United States from Christo- 
pher and Theresa Graham—to the Committee on the Judiciary; and 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) accepting a painting tendered 
to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson—to the Committee on the 
Library. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting the report of Major 
G. Weitzel, Corps of Engineers, on the superintendence, manage- 
ment, and repair of the Louisville and Portland Canal for the year 
ending December 31, 1877, with a letter of the Chief of Engineers 
submitting the same ; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
meree, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Attorney- 
General, submitting a tabular statement, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of December 7, 1577, directing him “ to commu- 
nicate a list of all criminal prosecutions commenced in the courts of 
the United States in the district of South Carolina since the Ist day 
of January, 1496,” &c.; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. MERRIMON. I present the petition of William A. Meloy, a 
citizen of the District of Columbia, praying the amendment of an 
act passed on the 7th of May, 1°22, which provided that the mayor of 
the city of Washington, in certain contingencies, might make title to 


i 
certain lots of land. There is no mayor now, and I believe the et 
tion prays that the Secretary of the Interior be charged with tha 
duty. I move that it be referred to the Committee on the Dj 7 
Columbia, and presently I shall introduce a bill to effectuate 
pose of the petition. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented a memorial of Thoma 
Moore and 117 others, workingmen employed by Powers & Weigh. 
man, at the Falls of Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, remonstrating aetien 
any change of the tariff laws reducing duties on foreign goods: \ h 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. se 

He also presented the memorial of William Righter and others 
citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, manufacturers of chemica), 
remonstrating against a reduction of the present tariff duties: wy hich 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. . 

He also presented the memorial of Frank Smith and others, cit). 
zens of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufje 
ure of alums, acids, and sodas, remonstrating against a reduction 9; 
a present tariff duties; which was referred to the Committee on 

inance. 

He also presented the memorial of John Palmer and others, ¢jt;. 
zens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of 
books, remonstrating against a reduction of the present tariff duties 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of D. Mueller and others, citizens 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of chew. 
icals and colors, remonstrating against a reduction of the present 
tariff duties; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also presented the memorial of Abraham Dearolf and others. 
citizens of Pottstown and vicinity, Pennsylvania, engaged in the 
manufacture of plate-iron, remonstrating against any reduction of 
the present tariff duties; which was referred to the Committee op 
Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of John Saunders and others, citi- 
zens of Manayunk, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of 
wood-pulp, remonstrating against any change of the present tari 
duties; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of N. B. Hall and others, citizens of 
Pennsylvania, in favor of the remonetization of silver; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of John P. Smith and others, citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, in favor of the remonetization of silver; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of Peterman & Son and other, 
business men and firms in Pennsylvania, in favor of the remonetiza- 
tion of silver; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of the daughters of Henry E. Muhlen 
berg, deceased, late of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, praying for the pas- 
sage of a bill for their relief, refunding to them the amount of certain 
moneys alleged to have been embezzled from their father, who was 
collector of internal revenue for the ninth district of Pennsylvania, 
by a clerk in his office; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Philip and Thomas Collins, of Peun- 
sylvania, praying for the restoration of diplomatic relations with Bo- 
livia; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FERRY presented the memorial of the Michigan State Grange, 
in favor of an ——— by Congress for the construction ot a 
ship-canal across the lower peninsula of that State ; which was r- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, in favor of an appropriation by Congress to aid 
in the survey of the Saint Croix River, in that State ; which was r 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EATON presented the petition of James A. Bates, late lieu- 
tenant-colonel United States Army, (volunteers,) praying that lis 
name be placed upon the retired list under his former rank and grade; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of A. M. Byers & Co., mab- 
ufacturers of iron, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, employing three hua 
dred workmen ; the petition of Samuel Riddle & Son, manutacturers, 
of Glen Riddle, Pennsylvania, employing three hundred and sist) 
workmen; the petition of McCoy & Linn, manufacturers of iron, 0! 
Milesburgh, Pennsylvania, employing one hundred and thirty work 
men; the petition of J. A. Sheppard & Co., manufacturers of stoves, 0! 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, employing four hundred workmen ; 
petition of C. 8. Kauffman and others, manufacturers of iron, XC,‘ 
Columbia, Pennsylvania, employing one hundred and twenty wor 
men; the petition of H. Gabriel & Son, and others, manutacturers' 
woolen and cotton, of Allentown, Pennsylvania, employing one bu! 
dred and sixty-six workmen; and the petition of the Scranton Mas 
ufacturing Company, manufacturers of stoves, of Scranton, Pens)! 
vania, employing fifty workmen, praying that Congress will take | 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have 
ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries“! 
the country and that the nature of the proposed legislation 1s su 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote \™ 
restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred to the Cou 
mittee on Finance. ’ 

He also presented the petition of G. H. Mason and others, ciz 
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rived at the rank of a brigadier-general. He was on several occa- 
sions fearfully wounded, and had the reputation of being one of the 
best soldiers who ever went into the service, and was an exceedingly 
modest and courageous man. Unwilling to ask for a pension after 
the expiration of the war, he put it off from time to time until finally 
his wounds took his life. In the mean time the period of five years 
had gone by, and under a rule, although I am not prepared to say it 
is not a wise rule, of the Pension Bureau, there is a mere link of testi- 
mony lacking to show that the disease of which he died was the 
result of the various wounds he had received. They were severe and 
frightful, but he had substantially lived them down, except one, 
which finally took his life from him. The difficulty has been to con- 
nect at the Pension Bureau, to the satisfaction of the Commissioner, 
the cause of his death with the wounds received in the service. This 
petition prays for the passage of a bill by Congress to cover that de- 
fect, and I make these remarks in the hope that what I shall say, 
which will go into the Recorp, will come to the attention of the 
Committee on Pensions, and that they may see the merit and the im- 
portance of the case. Indeed there are many such cases, but this one 
I specially remember. The gentlemen who sign this petition, who 
served with General Maltby and who knew him as a soldier, are 
General U. 8. Grant, General William T. Sherman, Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Sheridan, and others of that classof men. I hope, therefore, the 
Committee on Pensions may feel inclined to bring in a bill in this 
case that will do substantial justice to the widow, who now is living 
in great poverty and distress. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GROVER presented the petition of John J. Higgins and others, 
citizens of Oregon and Washington Territory, praying for an exten- 
sion of time for the completion of the North Pacific Railroad : which 
was referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. WHYTE presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Balti- 
more City, Maryland, in favor of the passage of a law providing an 
equitable rule for the correction of errors in the collection of duties; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Lot Hartsock, 8S. Amos Urner, 
and others, citizens of Frederick County, Maryland, praying for the 
passage of a law similar to that passed by the House of Representa- 
tives at the last session of Congress in relation to pensions; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB presented the petition of 21 disabled soldiers and pen- 
sioners in the National Soldiers’ Home at Dayton, Ohio, praying for 
the passage of a bill granting arrears of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


of Bradford and Tioga Genation, Brounybeaniny gonping. the an 
amendment of the pension laws; which was referred to the Commit- 
Ye . 

i000 presented the memorial of T. E. Barr and others, employés 
if Porter & Coates, manufacturers and importers, of Philadel hia, 
P .pnsylvauia, remonstrating against any reduction of the tariff and 
amainat duties on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. . es rv 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Philadel- 
phia, in favor of the establishment of a Department of Commerce ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. : 

He also presented the petition of the officers of the national banks 
of Muncy, Pennsylvania, praying for the remonetization of silver ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Caroline M. Egbert, of Pennsyl- 
yania, praying that she may be allowed @ pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. — 

Mr BAYARD presented the memorial of John B. Frueaney and 
others, citizens of Wilmington, Delaware, remonstrating against any 
reduction of duties upon merchant bar-iron; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. ae 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of Knowles, Taylor & 
Knowles, and others, manufacturers of stone-china, cream-colored and 
vellow earthenware, of East Liverpool, Columbiana County, Ohio, 
praying the passage of an act modifying the tariff of duties now im- 
posed upon imported crockery and earthenware; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of M. H. Manning and others, 
workingmen, residing at Miamisburgh, Ohio, remonstrating against 
any reduction of duties which protect labor, and also against the re- 
imposition of the war tax upon tea and coffee; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Atwater, Ohio, asking 
Congress to give prompt recognition to the claims of many pension- 
ers who are sufferers by an unwise limitation law; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. . 

Mr. MITCHELL presented a petition of citizens of Oregon, praying 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Coquille River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I have received and present sev- 
eral memorials signed by citizens of Albany remonstrating against 
the passage of the bill known as the Bland silver bill. These memo- 
rials, | observe, are signed by Erastus Corning, Henry R. Pierson, and 
a very large number of men representing not only money and prop- 
erty but enterprise; and they declare their belief that the bill re- 
ferred to “would degrade the monetary standard of value, unsettle 
the business and commerce of the country, and seriously prejudice 
the honor and credit of the Government.” As the bill has been re- 
ported back in the Senate, I suppose these memorials properly should 
lie upon the table. 

In connection with them, I present the proceedings of the Board 
of Trade of Albany, attested by the officers of the board and veri- 
tied by its seal, containing a well-constructed argument against the 
passage of the bill to which the other remonstrances relate. I pre- 
sent this also to lie upon the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorials will lie upon the table. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also wu memorial signed by a large 
number of workingmen of the city of Rochester, engaged wholly or 
chiefly in the manufacture of paper, remonstrating, for reasons which 
they assign, against the proposed change of the tariff calculated to 
exempt in whole or in part imported paper from customs-duties. I 
move the reference of the memorial to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BARNUM presented the petition of the Utah Northern Rail- 
road Company, praying for a grant of land to aid in the completion 
of its road and for exemption from taxation ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 















REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 46) to enlarge the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Claims, and for other purposes, reported adversely thereon, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the Committee on the Revision of the Laws, reported 
a bill (S. No. 541) to amend an act entitled “An act to provide for 
the preparation and publication of a new edition of the Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States,” approved March 2, 1877; which was read 
twice by its title. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MERRIMON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 542) to provide for the con- 
veyance of the low grounds in the city of Washington under the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress, chapter 96, approved May 7, 1522; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 543) to amend an act entitled “An act grant- 
ing the right of way through the public lands to the Jacksonville and 
Saint Augustine Railroad Company,” approved June 7, 1872; which was 
He also presented the petition of the Malleable Iron Fittings Com- | read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
pany and other manufacturers, of Brandford, Connecticut, employing He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained. leave to intro- 
one hundred and twenty workmen, and the petition of A. H. Merri- | duce a bill (S. No. 544) to change the name of the steamship Valley 
man, manufacturer of machinery, of West Meriden, Connecticut, | City; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of | tee on Commerce. , 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry Mr. VOORHEES (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
the condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of | obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 545) for reviving and con- 
the proposed legislation is such as in the opinion of practical busi- | tinuing the court of commissioners of Alabama claims and for the dis- 
hess men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; | tribution of the unappropriated moneys of the Geneva award; which 
Which were referred to the Committee on Finance. | was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 

Mr. OGLESBY. I present the petition of Daniel and Rebecca | Judiciary. 

Smith, praying for relief on account of the death of a son in the| Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
service, The surviving mother is drawing a pension, but their pecu- introduce a bill (S. No. 546) to provide a fire-proof building for the 
iar circumstances are such that they ask the favor of Congress in | use of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and the’ mechanical 
their old age to increase the amount in the way of a monthly allow- | branches of the Treasury and other Departments; which was read 
ance to the mother. I move its reference to the Committee on Pen- | twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
Gone, ; | and Grounds. 

a motion was agreed to. Mr. WALLACE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 

‘ Mr. OGLESBY. I take the liberty this morning to depart a little | to introduce a bill (8. No. 547) granting a pension to Caroline M. 
Tom the usual custom in presenting petitions. I present the petition | Egbert; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
o Mrs. Melvina A. Maltby, widow of General Jasper A. Maltby, of | mittee on Pensions. 
‘hols, praying for a pension. The facts set out in the petition state | He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
General Maltby began, as almost all the volun- | duce a bill (S. No. 548) for the relief of John C. Comfort; which was 
at the lower round of the ladder and ascended until he ar- | read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


the case very fully. 
teers did, 
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Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 549) for the relief of 
the heirs of Henry E. Muhlenberg; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EUSTIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 550) to authorize the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents to hear and determine the application of Frederick Cook; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 551) to repeal section 2917 of the Revised 
Statutes, fixing a standard for vinegar; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WHYTE. I desire also to introduce a bill by request. It is 
very inartistically drawn and therefore I do not want to father it. 

By unanimons consent leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
552) relating to the time when pensions shall begin to run; which 
; was read twice by its title, and referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 
; Mr. WADLEIGH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
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to introduce a bill (S. No. 553) for the relief of William H. Akins and 
Jacob D. F. Felthouser, their heirs and assigns ; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying petition, referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 
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PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further business of the 
moruing hour the Senate will proceed to the consideration of the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MaTTHEWs,] upon which the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. MERRIMON] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If it would be more agreeable to the Senate to 
have a short executive session now than later in the afternoon I should 
like to m&ve it. I would ask my friend from North Carolina whether 
he would be willing to have a short executive session of ten or fifteen 
minutes at this time? 

Mr. MERRIMON. [I would rather go on now. I shall not occupy 
the attention of the Senate more than three-quarters of an hour, I 
think. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I will not make the motion now. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, the question presented by the 
pending resolution is one of no ordinary moment. The decision of 
it one way or the other will affect in large measure the material 
interests of the people throughout the Republic. It is worthy of the 
most serious consideration, and I am gratified to gee that it elicits 
debate, and I trust that a fair and frank expression of views will 
lead us to a wise and wholesome conclusion. 

I beg the indulgence of the Senate while I discuss briefly the reso- 
lution without reference to the wisdom or the expediency of remon- 
etizing silver. Ona future occasion I may wish to be heard on the 
latter subject. 

I am very sensible of the high importance of a thorongh preserva- 
tion of the credit, faith, and honor of the Government in all respects. 
I will not consent to allow them to be impaired in any degree. I 
recognize the rights of the creditors of the Government and am not 
hostile to them. I am sure I shall not intentionally ask to withhold 
from them a farthing to which they are or may be justly entitled. 
But, on the contrary, I shall not be driven or persuaded to allow 
them to so vary their contract and the obligation of the Government 
by unwarranted construction as to enable them to receive more than 
is justly due them. I wish to be just to them and faithful to the Gov- 
ernment aud the people. 

Now, putting aside all clamor, declamation, and harsh and unseemly 
words, that prove nothing on the one side or the other, let us calmly 
and in the light of reason see what is the right of the creditor and 
the right of the Government in respect to the bonds embraced by the 
resolution before the Senate. 

It is a plain principle of law that the law of the land underlies, 

vermeates, and becomes an essential part of every contract. The 
aw gives efficiency to them, and all contracting parties are bound to 
take notice of it. And a mistake of law does not avoid a contract. 
This is true of contracts generally, and I cannot conceive of an excep- 
tion totherule. Butin case of the contracts, bonds, under considera- 
tion, not only this general rule applies to them, but the several acts 
of Congress authorizing the issue of such bonds are an essential part 
and parcel of the contract, as much so as if they were set out verbatim 
in each bond. They are the essential, life-giving, and sustaining 
power in them; without them the bond would have no validity, no 
more than a blank piece of paper. And every essential provision of 
the several acts is so equally operative. This is too plain to require 
elaboration. 

The naked question before the Senate is, may the Government law- 
fully pay its creditors embraced by the resolution in the silver dol- 
lars of the standard value of the United States on and before the 14th 
day of July, A. D. 1570? 

To answer this question we must know the state of the law of the 
United States in reference to the silver dollar of standard value, and 
also the terms of the contract with the creditors. 

The ninth section of the act of Congress approved January, A. D. 
1737, in reference to coinage, provides as follows : 

That of the silver coins the dollar shall be of the weight of 4124 grains; the half 
dollar of the weight of 206} grains; the quavter dollar of the weight of 1023 grains; 
the dime, or tenth part of a dollar, of the weight of 41} grains; and the aif dime. 


or twentieth part of a dollar, of the weight of twenty grains and five-cighths of a 
grain. And that dollars, half dollars, and quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes shall 
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be legal tenders of payment, according to their nominal value, for any su 


ms 
ever. what. 


* * . * . . 

And be it further enacted, That the silver coins heretofore issued at the 

the United States and the gold coins issued since the 31st day of 

continue to be legal tenders of payment for their nominal values o 
as if they were of the coinage provided for by this act. 


7 Miut of 
e Y, 1834, shal 
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The silver dollar thus provided for was and continued to be 
tender in payment of all debts for all amounts until the 12¢) 
February, A. D. 1873, when the act demonetizing silver became 4 law 
This applied to all debts without exception. There is nowhere any 
provision of law excepting any bonds or other obligations of the Go. 
ernment from the effect of the statute just cited. 

The act authorizing the refunding of the national debt, approve 
July 14, A. D. 1870, contains the following important and material 
provision : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue, in a sup » 
sums not exceeding in the aggregate $200,000,000, coupon or registered bonds oj 
the United States, in such form as he may prescribe and of denominations 9: 
$50 or some multiple of that sum, redeemable— P 


And these are the important and operative words— 


Redeemable in coin of the present standard value, at the pleasure of the United 
States, after ten years from the date of their issue, and bearing interest, payabje 
semi-annually in such coin, at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum; also a sum or 
sums not exceeding in the aggregate $00,000,000 of like bonds, the same in all 
respects, but payable, at the pleasure of the United States, after fifteen years 
from the date of their issue, and bearing interest at the rate of 4} per cent. per 
annum. 


And it further provides : 


Also a sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate $1,000,000,000 of like bonds 
the same in all respects, but payable at the pleasure of the United States after 
thirty years from the date of their issue, and bearing interest at the rate of 4 per 
cent. per annum ; allof which said several classes of bonds and the interest theron 
shall be exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties of the United States, as 
well as from taxation in any form by or under State, municipal, or local authority- 


And these now are very important words to be remembered— 


and the said bonds shall have set forth and expressed upon their face the above 
specified conditions, and shall, with their coupons, be made payable at the Treasury 
of the United States. But nothing in this act, or in any other law now in force, 
shall be construed to authorize any increase whatever of the bonded debt of the 
United States. 


at 
& leva) 


} 
day of 


Another act approved March 18, A. D. 1869, is deemed important 

in view of the question now before us. It is in these words: 
An act to strengthen the public credit. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That in order to remove any doubt as to the pur 
pose of the Government to discharge all just obligations to the public creditors 
and to settle conflicting questions and interpretations of the laws by virtue ot 
which such obligations A been contracted, itis hereby provided and declared 
that the faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to the payment in coin— 

“Coin” is the important word— 


or its equivalent of all the obligations of the United States not bearing interest, 
known as United States notes,and of all the interest-bearing obligations of the 
United States, except in cases where the law authorizing the issue of any such ob- 
ligation has expressly peeites that the same may be paid in lawful money or 
other curreficy than gold and sil ver— 

“Gold” and “silver” here are two words that should be remem- 
bered in the course of my argument— 
But none of said interest-bearing obligations not already due shall be redeemed or 

d before maturity unless at such time United States notes shall be convertible 
into coin at the option of the holder, or unless at such time bends of the United 
States bearing a lower rate of interest than the bonds to be redeemed can be sold 
at parin coin. And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith to make 
provision at the earliest practicable period for the redemption of the United States 
notes in coin. 


All the bonds and obligations embraced by the resolution befor 
the Senate are embraced by the statutes I have cited, and there are 
no others material to the question under discussion. 5 

Now, it is plain that all the bonds issued in pursuance of the act of 
the Mth of July, A. D. 1870, and all bonds issued before that time, 
were certainly solvable in any of the legal-tender coin of the United 
States. There is no word or clause of amy statute or any bond that 
desiguates any particular coin of standard value as the coin 1n which 
the bonds of the United States shall be paid. Therefore, any legal- 
tender coin of standard value may be used in eee of such 
vonds. There were but two species of coin established by law ss 
legal tender at the time mentioned, to wit, gold and silver, the gold 
dollar and the silver dollar, the latter containing 412} grains of 
standard silver. 

Taking the state of the law, the nature of the bonds, the whole 
contract, it is manifest that the words in thé act cited, “ redeem- 
able in coin of the present standard value,” mean the legal-tendet 
coin of the United States. Gold coin and the silver dollar, weig)- 
ing 412} grains standard silver, were the only legal tender prescribed 
by law for all sums. And it follows, therefore, that the bonds coat 
payable in the gold and silver coin, the silver dollar of the lL nite 
States. It is important to note here that the terms of the contrac! 
are unusual, very extraordinary, and very specific. The gold =m 
silver coin are thus designated by the law and the terms of the = 
tract as the coin, and the silver dollar as much as the gold a 
and vice versa, in which the bonds may be “redeemed.” Not = 
the coin is thus designated, but the weight of the coin so pro’ = 
is likewise tixed by the words, “ef the present standard value ; M wd 
is, the gold coin weighing 25.8 ins standard gold and the = 
coin weighing 412} grains standard silver—that is, of a fineness - 
purity prescribed by law at that time. Ordinarily no such spec 
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provision is incorporated into a contract of any sort. Such a special 


yyision Was never inserted in contracts of the Government before. 
Why was this extraordinary proviso inserted in this contract of 
he Government with the creditor? It meant something out of the 
= ary course, and it shows plainly that the contracting parties 
or il understood the force and effect of their contract. There was 
‘esi m—a special and unusual design. The creditor well knew that 
the ‘Government possessed a sovereign power, and that in the exer- 
cise of that power the coinage might be materially changed at the 
Jeasure of the legislative power of the Government—that the na- 
ture of the coin might be changed ; it might be debased ; it might be 
reduced in weight, purity, and fineness. It is plain that one leading 
object had in view in the use of the words ‘redeemable in coin of the 
present standard value” was to cut off the right and power of the Gov- 
erpment to affect the contract by the exercise of its sovereign power, 
so that if the coin should be changed, debased, made of less value, 
still the specific and unusual Tovisions of the contract would secure 
to the creditor the stipulated weight and quality of coin—of silver 
and gold coin. : , L s 

The manifest purpose was to fix the kind of coin and the weight and 

fineness of the metal, and to avoid legal-tender legislation to the 
prejudice of the creditor. If these unusual words, this anomalous 
provision, were not intended to serve this purpose, then, I ask, what 
purpose do they serve and what purpose were they intended to 
serve? They cannot be regarded as meaningless and mere surplus- 
age. That would contravene common sense and every principle of 
aw. 
" ask, in view of the statutes cited and the bonds resting upon 
and deriving life from them and what I have said, by what law 
or clause of law the creditor can insist upon receiving one spe- 
cies of this coin rather than the other? Each species was of equal 
dignity with the other ; each was as efficient in the same measure 
under the law in payment of all debts. The contract was and is 
that the Government may pay its debts in either, and, at all events, 
in one or the other of these coins. No subsequent change of coinage 
laws could affect the contract ; that was guarded against in the way 
I have explained. 

The fact that there was more or less of one species of this coin 
than of the other cannot affect the contract. The quantity of coin in 
circulation at the time the contract was made was in no sense a part 
of the contract; indeed, there was very little of either gold or silver 
coin in general circulation at the time. It was the power of the 
Government to coin and to get money that entered into and made a 
substantial part of the contract. The quantity of coin in the coun- 
try at the time the contract was made was not in terms or by remote 
implication referred to in the contract or any statute; it mattered 
not if there was not a dollar of silver in the Treasury at the time of 
the execution of the contract; it allowed the Government to get 
it, to make it of certain weight and fineness, and pay the debt 

. when it might by its terms be paid. Any change of coinage, any 
debasement of the coin, any reduction of it in value, any change of 


forrune or condition of the Government financially, was cut off, | 


carefully guarded against, by the extraordinary express stipulation 
mentioned. 

The Government and the creditor well understood the right of each. 
The law was open alike to each party, and each had the right to take 
any benefit allowed by the terms of the contract, and neither could 
reasonably complain of the other for exacting a due observance of 
such terms. It must have been well understood by the creditors that 
if it suited the convenience or interest of the Government to pay its 
debt in the silver dollar indicated it had the right to do so, and for 
-. plain reason that the contract, in its terms and spirit, embraced 
that coin. 

Ithas been said, however, that the creditor did not have the silver 
dollar in view, because silver coin was not at the time of the con- 
tract in circulation. In view of the terms of the contract, how can 
any reasonable person say so? The terms of the contract embraced 
the silver dollar. The law provided it as certainly as it did the gold 
dollar, and if it was intended to exclude the silver coin why was not a 
provision inserted for that purpose? So far from this, the provision 
I have commented upon was expressly inserted to cut off any right of 
the Government to reduce the weight and change the nature of the 
coin. Such design shows manifestly a studied, intelligent purpose. It 
may be mentioned here that iif the famous act of 18th of March, 1869, 
entitled “An act to strengthen the public credit,” and familiar to bond 
creditors, gold and silver are mentioned and recognized in terms as the 
money in which the bonds might be paid. Besides, at the time the 
funding act passed, there was no special motive to reject silver. The 
silver dollar was then worth more than the gold dollar. 

Itis idle and puerile to say that the creditor did not understand 
the law and that the silver dollar might be used to “redeem” the 
bonds. The law compels the creditor to take notice of its provisions, 
and therefore he had notice; but every intelligent observer at all 
familiar with business affairs knows that capitalists, bondholders, 
dealers in public securities, their agents and brokers, of all people, 


are the best informed and shrewdest in business transactions and | 


contracts involving money. They well understand the terns used 
M contracts, laws, and statutes affecting public securities; they are 
familiar with them, and when they have doubts they employ the aid 
of counsel learned in the law to advise them. 
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It contravenes fact, all experience, to say that the creditors of the 
Government did not know that it might pay its bonds in the silver 
dollar mentioned. The Government, I repeat, stipulated to pay this 
silver dollar as much and in the same terms and measure as it did 
the gold dollar, and the creditor in the same terms agreed to receive 
it, and, if it suits the convenience or interest of the Government to 
pay the silver dollar, in law and right it may do so. And on the 
other hand, if the silver dollar of standard value should appreciate 
until it shall become more valuable than the gold dollar of standard 
value, can anybody doubt that the Government might in that case 
have the right to pay gold coin of the standard value in discharge of 
its bonds? And does anybody doubt that in the last-mentioned case 
the creditor would demand and insist upon receiving the silver 
dollar, just as he does to-day the gold dollar? If for any cause gold 
had grown less valuable aid silver more valuable, does any one doubt 
that the creditor would clamor for silver and upon the same grounds 
that he does to-day for gold? 

If the Government has’a fair lawful advantage, then the legisla- 
tors of that Government are false and faithless to it and to the people 
if they throw it away. They cannot do so in the rightful discharge 
of duty; they dare not do so upon false and fanciful notions of na- 
tional honor! 

If it were necessary to cite judicial decisions in support of the 
views I have expressed, and to show that silver coin was a legal 
tender in payment of all debts due from the Government at the time 
specified, and as much so as gold coin, i might cite the decision of 
the Supreme Court in the case of The Bank vs. The Supervisors, (7 
Wallace, 29.) In that case the court, in expounding the nature of 
the Treasury note, the Chief-Justice delivering the opinion, say : 

Under the exigencies of the times it seems to have been thought inexpedient to 
attempt any provision for the redemption of the United States notes in com. The 
law therefore directed that they should be made payable to bearer at the Treas- 
ury of the United States, but did not provide for paymenton demand. The period 
of payment was left to be determined by the public exigencies. 

This now is a material clause of the opinion of the court : 

Every one of them expresses upon its face an engagement of the nation to pay 
the bearer a certain sum. The dollar note is an engagement to pay a dollar, and 
the dollar intended is the coined dollar of the United States, a certaia quantity in 
weight and fineness of gold or silver, authenticated as such by the stamp of the 
Government. No other dollars had before been recognized by the feoidliedien of 
the National Government as lawful money. 

That opinion of the court applies to the bonds in question as well 
as to the Treasury notes. 

I trust I have shown that the bonds issued in pursuance of the 
act of July 14, A. D. 1870, are redeemable in coin of the standard value 
of the United States at that time, to wit, gold coin, and as well 
the silver dollar weighing 412} grains Troy weight. But it is said, 
conceding that the bonds issued before the act of the 12th of Feb- 
ruary, A. D. 1873, may be discharged by such silver dollar, it can- 
not be successfully insisted that bonds issued after that time can 
be, because the last-named act absolutely demonetized the silver dol- 
lar of the standard value. This argument is specious, but not well 
founded. It proceeds upon the false assumption that the bonds in 
question contain the ordinary provision in bonds and contracts to 
pay in legal-tender coin and stands on the same footing with them. 
The reverse of this is true, as I have endeavored to show. The con- 
tract was special; it contained words that fixed gold or silver as the 
coin, and that too of a definite weight. If the Government shall 
see fit to change the nature of its coin or to debase the coin, whether 
gold or silver, and make such debased coin « legal tender, the 
creditor will not be bound to receive it, certainly except at its value, 
because it is expressly stipulated that a specified coin and of a fixed 
weight shall be paid. 

The bonds issued after the last-mentioned act became a law, aggre- 
gating $592,990,700, were issued under and in pursuance of the “ re- 


funding act” of the 14th of July, A. D. 1870; that act is an essential 


part of them, and it provides that all bonds issued by authority 
of it shall be “redeemable” in coin of the standard value of the 
United States at the time of its passage. It will be observed that no 
particular specified coin is mentioned in terms, nor indeed does it 
seem that it was deemed necessary to do so, but in effect gold and 
silver coin of a fixed value were specified. The manifest purpose was 
to provide that the coin to be used in redeeming the bonds should be 
of the standard value of the United States coin, which coin, for com- 
plete legal tender, was gold, and the silver dollar weighing 4124 
grains, Troy weight. ; aaa 

I think this is the proper view ; a reasonable construction, in view 
of the state of our law upon the subject of coinage and legal tender, 
and the nature of the contract implies that the coin meant was the 
full legal-tender coin of the United States of the weight of these 
coins at the time of the passage of the act referred to. This is put- 
ting the strongest view for the creditor. For it might be, indeed it 
has been, insisted very plausibly that the Government might in its 
discretion tender in discharge of its bonds foreign coin, provided it 
be of the standard value of United States coin at the date of the 
refunding act. 

The retunding act is as much a part of the contract embodied in 
the bond as if it were set out in it in haec verba; and, indeed, the statute 
requires in terms that the special nature of the contract shall be set 
out in the bond, and accordingly it is recited in the bond as follows: 

This bond is issued in accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress en- 
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titled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 14, 
1870, amended by an act approved Jan 20, 1871, and is eemable at the 
pleasure of the United States, after the Ist ay of July, A. D. 1907, in coin of the 
standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870, with interest in such 
coin from the day of the date hereof, at the rate of 4 percent. per annum, paya- 
ble quarterly, on the Ist day of October, January, April, and July, in each year. 
‘The principal and interest are exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties of 
the United States, as well as from taxation in any form, by or under State, muni- 
cipal, or local authority. 

You will observe there the words “in coin of the standard value 
of the United States on said July 14, 1870.” Those words are put 
into every 4 per cent. bond and into every bond issued after the act 
demonetizing silver as well as every one issued before it. 

This recital was deemed necessary as indicating to the purchaser 
that the coin and its weight, whatever changes might take place in 
coinage and legal-tender laws, were fixed beyond peradventure. 

Now, suppose it had been specified in the bond issued after the act 
demonetizing the silver dollar that “this bond may be discharged by 
the silver dollar provided by law as legal tender in the United States 
on the 14th day of July, A. D. 1870, containing 4124 grains of stand- 
ard vilver,” could it be questioned that the Government would have 
the right in that case to pay in such coin? The statement of the 
proposition suggests the inevitable answer: it is manifest that the 
creditor could lawfully demand no more and the Government would 
not be bound to pay more. The bond is in the same condition as if 
such a provision were set out in it in terms, because the act is an essen- 
tial part of the bond, and we have seen that it contains in effect that 

rovision : it provides that the bond may be discharged in coin of the 
Kind and weight used for legal tender on the 14th of July, A. D. 1870; 
and the silver dollar was such coin. 

The Supreme Court have decided, in Bronson vs. Rodes, 7 Wall., 
229, and in other cases, that where a contract provides that a gold 
dollar weighing a specified weight should be paid in discharge of a 
debt, legal-tender notes could not be lawfully tendered in payment of 
such debt, and, in effect, that legal-tender coin would only discharge 
it to the extent of its weight, and this is because the contract con- 
tained a special stipulation for a fixed measure of gold, That case 
is in effect the one before the Senate. It is stipulated in the bond 
that a certain kind of coin, of a certain weight, may be paid in dis- 
charge of the debt. The species of coin is not designated in terms, but 
plainly and necessarily, in effect, it is provided that it may be gold, it 
may be silver, at the option of the Government. 

So that, without reference to the expediency or inexpediency of 
remonetizing silver, it appears that the Government may lawfully pay 
the creditors embraced by the resolution in silver coin of the United 
States weighing 412} grains, standard value of silver, on the 4th day 
of July, A. D. 1870. Nay, notwithstanding gold coin is now the only 
full legal tender, in law and right, the Government may to-day 
coin such silver dollars and lawfully pay such creditors with them. 
If the contract under consideration were between two citizens, and a 
court were called upon to construe it, it would not admit of serious 
debate. Is the Government on a worse footing than an individual ? 
Surely not. 

Now, how it can be immoral, disreputable, repudiating an honest 
debt in any sense or manner, for the Government to pay the debt so 
contracted in silver coin, as described, is beyond my comprehension. 
Is it repudiating a debt, dishonorable, mean, dishonest, for the Gov- 
ernment or an individual to pay a debt according to the terms, nay, 
according to the terms and spirit of the contract? Who that is faith- 
ful to truth, to justice, will dare to say so? Here the contract was 
drawn with special design, in « way not usual, containing subtile 
provisions for the benefit—the especial benefit—of the creditor, and 
now, when the Government, the people, insist upon paying the debt 
according to its very terms and spirit, we are told by the creditor 
and his friends this is repudiation, dishonorable, dishonest, robbery ! 
And all this because the Government takes or may take advantage of 
a provision in the contract that turns out unexpectedly for its benefit! 

O Shame, where is thy blush! 

Mr. President, it is strange indeed that any well-informed person 
can think for one moment that the Government is bound in law, good 
faith, or honor to pay only the gold coin of standard value to its 
creditors. I will not say that no one does so believe, but I will say 
that the course of conduct of those representing the bond creditors 
in and ont of Congvess since the late war, in respect to the financial 
affairs of the Government and the currency of the country, suggests 
very plainly other and more selfish motives on their part than a de- 
sire to preserve the good faith and honor of the Government. They 
have in a multiplicity of ways advanced the interests of the credit- 
ors at the expense of the industries of the country and the prosperity 
and happiness of the people, until to-day we witness a state of indus- 
trial and business prostration, a measure of want and beggary, and 
general public discontent truly distressing and alarming. 

A brief reference to congressional action upon financial subjects 
since the late war, and uniformly to the advantage of the bond 
—, will serve to show that I am not mistaken in what I have 
said. 

The gold and silver coin and paper currency in the country in 1861 
and 1862 were inadequate to sup ™ the wants of the Government at 
that time. Gold and silver totally disappeared as a circulating me- 
dium, and the exigencies produced by the war compelled the Govern- 
ment to employ its credit on a gigantic scale. The act of the 25th of 
February, A. D. 1862, provided for the issue of “legal-tender notes” 


and interest as aforesaid. 





commonly called “ greenbacks ;” and that act provided, among other 


things, as follows: 
I beg attention to this, for upon it I want to 
ment: 


And such notes herein authorized shall be receivable in payment of all ta 
internal duties, excises, debts, and demands of every kind due to the United States 


predicate an argu- 


except duties on imports, and of all claims and demands against the Uni 
of — kind whatsoever, except for interest upon bends te United State 


d notes, which «} 1 
tender in pay tare 
cept duties on imports 


be paid in coin, and shall also be lawful money and a legal 
all debts, public and private, within the United States, ex 


1t will be observed that this act provides that the “ legal-ten, 
notes” shall be a legal tender in discharge of all debts, public ang 
private, and especially “of all claims and demands against the Unie 
States, of every kind whatsoever,” with only two exceptions to this 
sweeping provision, to wit: duties on imports and interest on ¢\. 
public debt. Now, is it not manifest to the simplest mind that q 
bond of the Government stipulating for the payment of money jx 
aclaim, a demand against the United States, and embraced by the 
words cited, “all claims and demands against the United States?” 
It is ridiculously absurd to contend otherwise. And the express 
provision that the interest on bonds and notes of the United States js 
excepted from the operation of the legal-tender clause of the act 
cited implies necessarily that the principal of such bonds and notes 
was to be paid in legal-tender notes—“ greenbacks.” And apart from 
the plain operative effect of the strong and comprehensive words 
used in the statute cited, the debates in Congress when the act was 
under discussion there show that it was intended that the principal 
of the bonds and notes should be paid in legal-tender notes. | js 
too plaim for debate that the principal of the bonds was solvable in 
legal-tender notes. I confess I cannot see any, the smallest legal 
ground on which to found a respectable argument to the contrary, 

lam not now prepared to state with precision the aggregate of the 
bonds issued subject to the operation of the legal-tender act, but they 
amounted in the aggregate to hundreds of millions of dollars. ; 

These bonds were sold for legal-tender notes and the Government 
received such notes in pay for them. At the time of the sale of such 
bonds the legal-tender notes received for them were not on an aver- 
age worth fifty cents in the dollar, gold or silver coin. If any one 
knows or can show that I am in error I shall be glad to be corrected. 
The Government, however, sold the bonds dollar for dollar in legal- 
tender notes. So that, on the average mentioned, the purchaser of a 
bond for $1,000 only paid for it in silver or gold $500. It would be 
iniquitous and monstrous to take from the Government at any time 
$1 for fifty cents, but more especially would this be so in the time 
when the Government was in imminent peril. It has been said that 
the bondholder during and immediately after the war manifested his 
self-sacrificing patriotism in buying the bonds in the hour of fear and 
peril. It really seems that he was overwhelmed with patriotism 
when he made a contract by which, according to his demand, he yot 
$2 for $1, and that, too, when the Government had a right to demand 
his services and all his property, too, in defense of the country! This 
remark, however, could only apply to those who purchased bonds at 
the time indicated, and not to subsequent purchases. 

In the face of these facts, on the 18th of March, 1869, Congress 
passed the act declaring and providing that all the bonds the prin- 
cipal of which was solvable in legal-tender notes should be paid in 
coin—gold or silver—except in cases where it was provided in terms 
in the bond that it should be paid in legal-tender notes. At the time 
this act passed, legal-tender notes were 25 per cent. under par; it 
took $135 in legal-tender notes to buy $100 in gold. 

The contract of the Government, as we have seen, was plainly to 
pay the bond in legal-tender notes. Then I ask, was it in the inter- 
est of the Government and the people to change the contract so as 
to require payment in gold and silver, and that, too, without any 
consideration? Why was this act passed? “What was the consier- 
ation for it? The people did not demand it. It was clearly against 
their interest, it increased their debt many hundreds of millions of 
dollars—it has been estimated that this act increased the public 
debt $600,000,000! It has been said that this act was passed at the 
instance of and for the sole benefit of the bondholders. The circum- 
stances point to the truth of the suggestion, and the disinterested 
mind, it seems to me, cannot escape the conviction that it is true. 
There was no consideration for this act, and it therefore created no Lew 
obligation in law or morals on the Government to pay gold or silver 
coin; and this the circumstances go to show was well understood by 
the creditor, for afterward, on the 14th of July, 1870, Congress 
passed the act providing for refunding the public debt. The ostensible 
purpose of this act was to take up the outstanding bonds bearing © 
ver cent. interest and issue new ones bearing a less rate of interest. 
But can it be truly said this was the only p ? Itwas carefally 
provided in this act, as I have shown, that these new bonds shoul 
be paid in coin of standard value and weight on the day the - 

assed. According to the practice of the Treasury Department, = 

older of the old bond got gold for his bond, and this act pe » 
right of the holder of the new bonds to be paid in gold and si = 
coin of fixed weight and fineness beyond question. It cut off the 
right and power of the Government to debase or change the coin. 
The Government had the right by the terms of the old bond — 
them (the five-twenties) at any time after five years from their ¢ . ; 
the ten-forties at any time after ten years from their date. The cre 
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1878. 
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; aturally, gladly got rid of the right of the Government to pay 
a ooearely) Totes aa the right of the Government to ean or 
ae the coin. These were no trifling advantages to the creditor. 
But he was not yet content with his advantage. 

On the 12th of February, A. D. 1873, Congress passed another act 
providing that silver dollars should no longer be a legal tender ; that 
‘old alone should be legal tender, and the bond creditors insist that 
at all events by this act they are entitled to be paid in only gold 
coin. 1 have endeavored to show that they are not so entitled, but 
they so insist, and thus they think they have another advantage. 





What consideration has the Government or the people received for 
this additional advantage to the creditor, if it exists, as he claims? 
[can see none. I pray any one to tell me who can. It appreciates 
nothing—nothing but the Government bond and the indebtedness of 
the country ; indeed it reduces everything else, the price of labor, 
lands, goods, everything but the Government bond and debts due to 
creditors. Debts alone are appreciated. , 

The creditor was not yet satisfied with this new and additional 
advantage. A forced return to specie payments was demanded, gold | 
only being a legal tender, and according'y the act of the Mth of | 
January, A. D. 1875, was passed, which provides among other things 
that specie payments shall be resumed on the Ist day of January, A.D. 
1579. But no adequate means are provided for such resumption, 
desirable as it may be. It is plain to the observing mind that the 
country is bearing and will continue to bear all the sacriiice and 
rnin ineident to forced resumption of specie payments without re- | 
alizing this important and desirableend. This act serves as a power- 
ful lever to appreciate the purchasing power of money and hasten 
the bankruptcy, ruin, wretchedness, and despair of thousands of the 
debtor class as well as of a large class who are creditors as well as 
debtors. So it seems to me; and fearful events transpiring daily | 
show too certainly that my apprehensions are well founded. 

There is still another line of action which has been persistently and 
steadily pursued ever since the close of the late war that has likewise | 
operated to enhance in large measure the bonds of the Government 
in the hands of creditors and solvent debts generally that have con- 
tinned to exist through a series of years. The effort to expedite a 
return to specie payments by an unnatural and too hasty contraction 
of the paper currency of the country has been one fruitful source of 
the distress and disaster that have prevailed in this country for sev- 
eral years past. Ido not say that this is the sole cause, but it has 
been a potent one. 

The war produced an unnatural state of the industries and business 
of the country. There was an abnormal condition of affairs and an 
unnatural and bloated currency. It was desirable, essential, to get 
rid of this evil. 

In the natural order of things, after peace the country would have | 
gotten rid of it; not at once; there would have been a gradual set- 
tling of affairs, aslow but safe return to the natural cbannels of in- 
dustry, business of all kinds, and the proper volume of circulating 
medium and specie payments as well. Even this gradual, gentle pro- 
cess of restoration would have been more or less burdensome to most 
classes and conditions of the people. But theorists and interested | 
persons could not wait for the natural course of things to bring about | 
desirable ends; this process was tooslow; it would not rapidly enough 
appreciate money and moneyed capital; it was believed, and so it still | 
is, in the face of uniform experience that a rapid contraction of the 
paper currency in circulation as money would certainly, surely, and 
quickly bring back and restore business confidence, stable industries, 
substantial prosperity, and an early resumption of specie payments; 
and that course has been pursued. Unhappily not one of these desir- 
able results has followed. 

The volume of the paper currency in circulation since the war has 
been virtually regulated by the Government, and not by the business 
demands of the country, which latter is the legitimate method of 
regulating it. Comparatively few persons are aware of how rapidly 
this volume has been contracted since 1865. A glance at some statis- 
tics will afford a tolerable idea. 

The public-debt statement of that date shows that on the 31st day 
of August, A. D. 1°65, the aggregate of the public debt of the United 
States was $2,845,907,626. A large part of this debt served the pur- | 
pose of currency at that time; it made the circulating or money 
medium of exchanges. The following statement, which Neate up of 
items taken from a table contained in the last report of the Comp- | 
troller of the Currency, and which may be found on page 29, pam- 
phiet edition, shows the various kinds and amounts of paper cur- 
rency then in cireulation : 


Certificates of debt 








ick nia < aes <sdnea sendeien sins $85, 093, 000 
Five per cent. legal-tender notes........---«---+----«--+c++eeree 33, 954, 230 
Compound-interest legal-tender notes.................. eeeas ee tents 217, 024) 160 
PORN NR Sr Totes coke kn onc cccces EPFL OE eR HE he 830, 000, 000 
United States I ok so ee cuingudionntdace 433, 160, 569 


Fractional currency 


a eee icnnitenenksantcesasainons 26, 344, 742 
al Ua ed oss ccesewocle nll 1, 625, 576, 701 | 
Add national-bank notes then in circulation.......---- nib oakeetonkul "176, 213, 955 | 
SIR yc vidtiiccttiniicteiiai ccchisa ph sitchin heaeheimaricuniuees 1, 801, 790, 656 | 
This vast sum made up the circulating medium at the time men- 


tioned. It was deemed too great, and at once steps were taken to 
reduce the volume. Some of theseclasses of debt were paid in whole | 
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or in part, while much of the same were converted into interest-bear- 
ing bonds. The act of April 12, 1466, provided that the legal-tender 
notes, commonly called “ greenbacks,” might be retired and can- 
celed, ten million of dollars of them within six months, and there- 
after at the rate of not exceeding four milliors per month; but Con- 
gress found it necessary to put a stop to the retiring of the “ green- 
backs,” and did so by the act of 4th of February, A.D. 1868. The 
contraction had been so rapid that at that time the country began to 
feel it most sensibly. By July, 1868, the circulating medium had 
been reduced to $1,033,395,826: it had been contracted in three years 
$768,394,830! By July, 1873, it had been reduced to $746,689,994 : it 
had been further contracted in five years more, $286,705,832. 

On the 31st of August, 1565, a greenback dollar was worth in gold 
69 cents; on January 1, 1874, it was worth in gold 90 cents. During 
this time of contraction, greenbacks had appreciated 33 per cent., 
and the bonds of the Government in like proportion. Solvent debts, 
whether owned by individuals, States, or corporations, had likewise 


| appreciated; but nothing else I can think of had; on the contrary, 


the price of labor, of personal property generally, and of land had 
depreciated wonderfully. 

In 1873 came the terrible monetary panic, the financial crisis, the 
business crash, that swept through the land like a tornado, scattering 
ruin and destruction on every hand. Bank and mercantile failures 
occurred by scores and hundreds, involving the loss of hundreds of 
millions of dollars; factories and workshops were closed ; enterprise 


| ceased; thousands and tens of thousands of laborers could not find 


employment, and labor-strikes, want, beggary, and crime came on 
alarmingly in the wake of these things. 

The country has not recovered from that fearful panic and its con- 
sequences ; it has not been visited by war, pestilence, or famine, and 
a benignant Providence has blessed the land with bountiful crops of 
all kinds. Nevertheless our industries of all kindsand in every quar- 
ter of the country languish ; enterprise flags and dies ; it is said, and 
I fear too truly, that millions of our laboring countrymen cannot find 
employment, while the wolf of want stands at the door of thousands ; 
trampers are found everywhere ; we witness labor strikes and threat- 
ening demonstrations in the great cities and on the great thorough- 
fares, resulting ir€violence and the wanton destruction of millions of 
dollars’ worth of property ; important business failures by the half- 
dozen are reported daily ; and suicide and crime incited by want and 
business distress are fearfully common. Nothing has flourished save 
bonds and solvent indebtedness ! That these evils have prevailed and 
do prevail with an unpromising outlook no one can successfully deny. 
They are patent to everybody, and they are felt by every body. 

These evils have not occurred without a powerful and far-reaching 
cause. I will not say that the financial legislation to which I have 
referred—-the attempt to return to specie payments by forced con- 
traction of the volume of the currency—is the sole cause of them, but 
that it has been a potent, the main cause, I cannot doubt. Lf this is 
net true, then there has been the most striking coincidence in the 


| history of human events, without the relation of cause and effect. 
, Contraction came on ; the disasters I have mentioned came close along 


in its wake. What other adequate cause but the former can be 
assigned for the latter? 

I have adverted to these things to show with what ill-grace, how 
unreasonably, some public creditors complain that the Government 
and others insist they shall be paid only according to the terms and 
spirit of the contract with them. I have explained what I conceive 
that to be. I shall insist upon paying them the uttermost farthing, 
but not a penny more. This, justice, right, and honor demand; no 
more. I should feel that [had been false and faithless to the Gov- 
ernment and the people if I should in this respect yield to false clamor 


| and groundless importunities. I cannot, I will not do so. 


I recognize and appreciate the great importance of having a fixed 
specie standard of value, a return to a specie basis for our paper cur- 
rency, and a return to specie payments. In my judgment these de- 
sirable ends might, ought to have been attained before this time and 
without serious interference with the industries and business and 
without much distress to the people. Apt means to this end have 


| not been employed, but directly the reverse. Instead of a forced, 


hurried, and undue contraction of the paper currency, there ought 
to have been rigid economy in living and expenditures, the encour- 
agement of every industry, and especially those likely to bring money 
into our own country. 

Our Government bonds ought to have been turned into our circu- 


| lating medium, as far as necessary, and our public debt kept at home. 


Instead of sending the precious metals and our specie out of the coun- 
try, we ought to have kept the sanfe at home as niuch as possible and 
brought more of it from abroad. Instead of selling such coin as the 
Government did not from time to time need, it ought to have been 
kept on hand. This ought to have been the policy of the Govern- 
ment and the country until, in the natural order of things, speeie pay- 
ments might have been resumed and before to-day. That such a line 
of policy and action might have been pursued successfully I firmly 
believe; that it was not, was, to say the least, agreat mistake. Why 
it was not, the country must judge. 

The evils that so afflict the country must be remedied, and I trust 
they will be as speedily as possible. But efficient remedies cannot 
be applied or come through strikes, violence, and violent demonstra- 
tions. These are wrong in themselves, and besides only tend, as all 
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experience shows, to aggravate existing evils. The rene must 
come under our benign system of government, first, by wise legisla- 
tion, which the aggrieved can realize properly, orderly, and peace- 
fully through the ballot-box, and, secondly, by rigid economy in 
living and expenditures, public and private, the encouragement of 
the industries and sound enterprise, and the extension of our foreign 
commerce. This I believe ought to be done, not to injure the public 
creditor, but to benefit him, to benefit the Government, and bless 
the people of all classes and conditions in every section of the Union. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President—— 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Texas yielding the floor for a 
moment, I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet 
on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I object to an adjournment over to Monday. I 
think the Senate ought to sit to-morrow by all means. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. This question will not be advanced by 
sitting to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Davis, of West Virginia, in the 
chair.) The Senator from Illinois can move a reconsideration if he 
thinks proper. 

Mr. OGLESBY. If the Senators are through the discussion of the 
question on the pending resolution and are prepared to vote on the 
subject upon Monday, then I have no objection to an adjournment 
until Monday; but if there are Senators who desire to discuss the 
question, as I have understood there are several of them, I do not 
see why the debate might not as well continue, and far better, to- 
morrow than to postpone so important a subject until Monday and 
then take it up and prolong it from day to day until the vote shall 
be reached. That is my objection to adjourning over to-morrow. 
But if Senators are not desirous of speaking on the subject and are 
willing the question shall go over and come up on Monday for a 
vote, | have no objection to the adjournment until Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All this is out of order unless the 
Senator makes a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. OGLESBY. I move to reconsider the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Texas give 
way for that purpose ? ’ 

Mr. MAXEY. I prefer to go on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to reconsider will be 
entered. The Senator from Texas is entitled to the tloor. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Ll enter the motion. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, ever since the question of remonetiz- 
ing the silver dollar has been agitated I have intended to present my 
views to the Senate and country on this great question, and to dis- 
cuss it from a constitutional and legal standpoint. The questions 
presented in the resolutions under discussion are so intimately asso- 
ciated with those involved in the silver bill and its amendments, also 
in the possession of the Senate, that I have thought. best to present 
what I have to say on the pending resolutions and the silver bill in 
one connected address, 

The importance of the legal points raised in the pending resolu- 
tious and the policy of the silver bill cannot be overestimated. It is 
contended by the opponents of the silver bill that its passage would 
be an act of bad faith toward creditors, and especially the creditors 
of the Government; that these Government creditors invested their 
money, gold coin, in the bonds of the Government, with the under- 
standing that they would be repaid in like coin; that the payment 
of these bonds in silver coin would be the payment of an honest debt 
of one dollar with ninety-two cents, and that thereby the Government 
impairs the obligation of the contract and practically repudiates 
eight cents on every dollar of indebtedness; and hence they say that 
this measure is unconstitutional, in that it impairs the obligation of 
the contract. And they further say that should they be mistaken 
on this point, then that its passage would be immoral and dishon- 
orable, in that there was a tacit understanding that they were to be 
repaid in gold coin, which might and probably would be violated 
should the pending measure become law. 

They further contend that in any event the passage of the bill 
would be unwise and inexpedient; unwise because it would inflict a 
grievous if not fatal blow at the credit of the Government; inexpe- 
dient because they claim that European countries are adopting the 
single gpld standard, and that the effect of such a law would be to 
drive gold out of this country and make it the receptacle of the bulk 
of silver now in circulation in Europe. 

I believe I have stated the claim of the opponents of silver coin as 
money as strongly as the most earnest single-gold-standard advocate 
has presented it. I leave out the epithets so lavishly applied to the 
advocates of silver money in some sections of the country, because 
epithets are not worthy of consideration in the discussion of any 
question ; certainly not in the discussion of a measure of such im- 
portance as the one under consideration. 

After all, the solution of this question depends upon the true an- 
swers to two questions: Is the measure (the silver bill) constitutional ? 
Is its passage expedient? 

A few years ago it would have been considered a waste of time to 
argue 80 manifest a proposition; nor do I suppose it is now gravely 
insisted that such power cannot be constitutionally exerted as to the 
coinage of silver money without restriction, as to its tender quality 
in payment of debts hereafter contracted. The point claimed, as I 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JANUARY 18 


understand it,is that the existing indebtedness of the Gove 

was contracted to be paid in gold coin, and that hence 
money less valuable than gold coin would impair the o 
the contract and therefore be unconstitutional. 

Gold and silver were money metals, not only in all the States whic} 
adopted the Constitution, but were so when it was adopted, in Great 
Britain, whence we derived our system of laws, and were so at oo, 
mon law. They were the metals out of which money was coined i, 
every civilized nation on the face of the earth, and so had been, back 
to the earliest dawn of history. ; 

So that there can be no reasonable question that the framers of thp 
Constitution meant and all the States which adopted it and all tj, 
people who were to be governed by it understood that the powe r 
granted to Congress “ to coin money, regulate the value thereof and 
of foreign coin,” was the power to coin gold and silver money, te 
late the value thereof and of foreign gold and silver money. x 

In order to secure perfect uniformity in coinage the Constitutiop 
further declares that no State shall “coin money ;” so that, by virtye 
of the constitutional grant and corresponding prohibition, the power 
to coin money was vested exclusively in Congress; but to make the 
matter still plainer the Constitution further declares that no State 
shall “make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in payment 
of debt.” F 

Bearing in mind that gold and silver coin were both full lawfy] 
money among all peoples at the adoption of the Constitution, the 
conclusion is irresistible that the grant of power to Congress above 
quoted was a grant to coin, first, money out of the money metals jn 
use among all peoples, to wit, gold and silver, and, second, to regn. 
late the value thereof relatively to each other, so that the unit of the 
one should be the exact equivalent of the unit of the other. 

So our law-makers, in the very first coinage act, passed in 1792, 
after the adoption of the Constitution, understood, and no contrary 
opinion so far as I know was ever heard until within the last few 
years ; indeed, the Spanish milled dollar was made the unit of value 
by the Congress of the Confederation, in 1785, and that the “dollar” 
was conteu: plated as the piece for the unit of value by tho framers 
of the Constitution is evidenced by the clause, ‘‘ In suits at common 
law where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved.” 

The grant of power is to coin money—that is, gold and silver 
money—regulate the value thereof, and of foreign gold and silver 
money. 

If but one of the metals had been designed to be coined the Con- 
stitution would have so provided. If the regulation of the value of 
foreign coin was designed to be limited to but coin of one of the 
metals the Constitution would have so provided. If the States were 
intended to be restricted to coin of one metal as a tender, then the 
expression “no State shall * * * make anything but gold and 
silver coin a tender in payment of debts” would have been misiead- 
ing. If silver is dethroned as money then the constitutional power 
of Congress “ to borrow money on the credit of the United States” is 
limited to the power of borrowing gold money only, although both 
gold and silver coin were money when the Constitution was adopted, 
and the meaning of the word “money” was therein fixed, and thus 
another lever is placed in the hands of gold-owners at the expense 
of the people by unwise and as I believe unconstitutional legisla- 
tion. 

The Constitution does not say gold or silver coin, but gold and silver 
coin. The Constitution does not, in preserving in suits at common 
law the right of trial by jury, where the value in controversy shall 
exceed twenty dollars, say anything about gold dollars or silver dol- 
lars, for the saflicient reason that the power to coin and regulate 
having been granted there could be no difference in “the value in 
controversy,” for the “value” of the gold dollar and of the silver 
dollar were to be regulated so as in law to be exact equivalents. 

It will be observed that the power granted is express, and is “ to 
coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin.” The 
only implied power flowing out of this express grant is the power 
to use the means necessary to coin, and the necessary inquiry and 
judgment in regulating the value. 

I am inclined to the opinion that neither by the express grant of 
power, nor by any necessary or proper implication, has Congress any- 
thing to do with the question of tender. When Congress in the ex- 
ercise of its power has coined the money and regulated its value; 
that is, has made the silver unit and the gold unit exact equivalents, 
and has regulated the value of. foreign coin; that is, declared the 
value of thése coins expressed in our constitutional unit, the dollar, 
then Congress has discharged all its duty under that clause of the 
Constitution. : 

It is not necessary that the power to declare the dollar a tender in 
the payment of debts should have been granted, for money not being 
a representative of the thing, but the thing signified, a promise to 
pay money is fully discharged by payment of the thing signified, 
to wit, the money Congress is authorized to coin and segulate i 
value, or the foreign money the value of which has been regulated 
in dollars by Congress. , 

The question of tender would seem to rest with the States; avd if 
the right, which is not at all manifest, to discriminate between the 
two coins, and to say that one shall only be a tender to a limited 
amount, is anywhere it is in the States. The power to discriminate 
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tion to ignore the coinage of gold and the regulation of its value rel- 

tively to silver; and thus the advocates of the single gold standard 
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required to coin either metal, nor to regulate the value of foreign coin. 
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then it must be exercised by making coins of both | 
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in my judgement, in Congress. The power to “reg- | ty knows that he has no discretion beyond his lawful authority; 





he must be just, but cannot be generous; one may be generous, even 
magnanimous, who deals with his own money, but he is not only not 
just, but is not honorable if he knowingly pays out of trust-money 
one farthing beyond what the law requires. If the terms of the 
contract are plain, he must follow them; if it is liable to two con- 


| structions, it his duty to insist upon that construction most favorable 


The States being deprived of the power of coining money, there would | 


be no means left to the State to carry out its constitutional duty of 
waking nothing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of 


debts but to regulate the value of foreign coin, and when regulated | 


to authorize it as tender. It is noticeable that the power to coin 
money is granted to Congress and prohibited to the States, but the 
phraseology of the Constitution does not justify the conclusion that 
the regulation of foreign coin 1s prohibited to the States, and if not 
the power is concurrent ; and if Congress fails to exercise its power, 
it would seem that the States can regulate the value of foreign coin, 
poth gold and silver, and make it a tender in payment of debts, and 
vet the exercise of such power would be attended. with many evils, 
as the different States might regulate foreign coin at different values. 
Still the admission of the power of Congress to ignore the coinage of 
one or both metals might bring about this necessary evil. ; 

The Constitution in conferring the power on Congress to coin 
money imposes the duty, because the general welfare imperatively 
demands its exercise, and this duty cannot be performed by partial 
fultillment, but the whole duty, and nothing less, the coining and the 
regulation of the value of both gold and silver, must be performed. 

If I am correct, the Constitution establishes the double standard, and 
the constitutional duty can only be performed by full compliance in 
coining both gold and silver and regulating their value as to each 
other so as to make them mutually interchangeabk, giving to the 
unit of silver and the unit of gold exact equivalent values. 

No other construction will give the word “ regulate” its meaning. 

The theory of the single standard renders the word meaningless as 
it respects coining money and strips it of half its meaning as it re- 
apects the regulation of the value of foreign coin; but giving the 
word its appropriate meaning, it establishes the double standard in the 
Constitution. As a historical fact the amount of precious metal in 
the gold dollar was reduced by Congress, under its power to “regu 
late the value,” in 1834; but the amount of pure silver in the unit of 
value (3713 grains) has never been changed from that fixed in 1792; 
the alloy was slightly decreased by the act of 1837 so as to make the 
relation of pure metal to alloy as 9 to 1, but the quantity of pure silver 
was not changed, and this quantity (3714 grains) was simply making 
an American silver dollar of the value of the Spanish milled dollar, 
in general use in this country at the adoption of the Constitution ; 
so that throughout our existence as colonies, States, and under the 
Federal Union, we have had the same dollar in value, unless it was 
thrown into the rubbish by the act of 1873. I will meet that before 
I conclude. 

In law the silver dollar was from the beginning up to 1873 cer- 
tainly, if not to this time, the exact equivalent of the gold dollar. A 
debt of any size whatever, public or private, could be discharged by 
the number of dollars in gold or silver, at the option of the debtor, 
represented by the debt. It was not a representative, not a sign of 
the thing—dollar—signified, but it was itself the thing signified and 
promised in the debt, and therefore its delivery, being a delivery of 
the thing signified, satisfied the debt precisely as an obligation to 
deliver one thousand bushels of wheat is discharged by the delivery 
of that much sound wheat without regard to its color, red or white, 
and the law pays no more deference to the color of money, red or 
white, than to the color of the wheat. There may be a difference in 
the market value of the wheat or of the money. The law is not con- 
cerned about that. The only point is,has the law of the contract 
been fulfilled? It is a well settled principle of law that every man 
is charged with notice of the general laws of a country with which 
or with whose people he deals. The law of the place, when and 
where the contract is made, enters into and constitutes a part of the 
vontract. This, of course, has respect torights. The remedies, within 
certain limits, are under legislative control ; but so far as the rights, 
and in this case rights growing out of contract, are concerned, the 
rights of the parties under the contract are fixed by the laws in force 
at the date of the contract and no law can under the Constitution 
be passed, save a bankrupt law, impairing the obligation of a con- 
tract, and this constitutional provision preserves sacredly the rights 
— the eee of creditor and debtor. The rights of neither can 

» impaired. 
ho are the parties to the debts owing by the United States? 
The United States in their corporate capacity are one party, the bond- 
holder the other. The United States in their corporate capacity 


bind the people of the United States, who have these debts to pay. 
The power h 


authority 
4nd laws 


of the United States as a corporation is limited by the 
under which they act; the authority is the Constitution 
3 every one dealing with a person acting in a trust capaci- 


to his principal or cestui que trust. 

Congress acting in a trust capacity has nothing to do with ethics 
or generosity ; it has to do with legal rights, and the most honorable 
thing Congress can do is to comply with the contract, neither more 
nor less; less would be unjust to the creditor; more would be unjust 
to the people, the debtor. 

The just and lawful claim of the creditor I recognize in all its 
force ; and I also recognize in all its force the just and lawful claim 
of the citizen, that not one farthing more than the law demands 
shall be exacted of him. The question is then one of law, not of 
ethics; one of contract. No good lawyer ever knowingly yielded the 


| lawful rights of his client. He deals with law and fact; so should we. 





What, therefore, are the lawful rights of the parties under these 
contracts, these bonds? The silver dollar, as before stated, was 
fixed by the act of April 2, 1792, at the equivalent of the Spanish 
milled dollar, to wit, 371} grains pure silver + 44% grains alloy = 416 
grains standard silver. 

No change was made by the act of June 28, 1834, but by the act of 
January 18, 1837, the relation of alloy to silver was slightly reduced, 
to wit, 371} grains pure silver, as before, + 41} grains alloy = 412} 
grains standard silver in the dollar. 

Under the act of April 2, 1792, the gold dollar contained 24% grains 
pure gold; this was reduced by act of June 28, 1834, to 23.20 grains 
pure gold, and by act of January 18, 1837, it was fixed at 23.22 grains 
pure gold + 2.58 grains alloy = 25.8 grains standard gold in a dollar. 

Thus these two dollars of account have been left since that time. 

Any contract, therefore, of date anterior to the so-called demone- 
tization of silver, February 12, 1873, or by section 3586 Revised Stat- 
utes, if that is relied on, was necessarily made with full notice and 
knowledge that the debtor, without the slightest regard to amount, 
had the legal right to discharge the debt in so many dollars or units, 
whether of gold or silver coin, of the above weight and fineness as 
would meet the debt. 

The option was left, as the law always left it, with the debtor, for 
the sufficient reason that the law knew no difference between the 
= dollar and the silver dollar, holding them of exactly equal value, 
eaving it to the convenience and choice of the debtor to pay in either 
coin or partly in one and partly in the other, as he might choose. 

The various acts uyder which bonds have been issued specify sub- 
stantially the form the bond should take. The legislation of 1862 
authorized a bond payable, principal in “dollars,” interest in “coin.” 
Clearly those bonds were payable in any lawful money and the in- 
terest in any lawful coin. By the act of March 18, 1869, if it may be 
so called, it was declared that the true intent of the law was that the 
principal should be payable in coin, and the coin contemplated by 
that act is gold and silver coin, as shown by the act, section 3693 
Revised Statutes. : 

All bonds issued under the act of July 14, 1870, are payable in coin 
of the then standard value; the expression is: ‘in coin of the present 
standard value,” to wit, the standard value July 14, 1870. 

The power to coin and regulate was not infringed, but it was in 
effect specially provided that however gold and silver coin might be 
regulated relatively to each other—whether less gold or more, less 
silver or more, might enter into the units—as to these debts they 
were payable in gold coin of the then standard weight and fineness, 
to wit, 25.8 grains, of which 23.22 grains were to be pure gold in every 
gold dollar, or in silver coin of the then standard weight and fineness 
of 4124 grains, of which 3714 grains were to be of pure silver in 
every silver dollar, and the option was left in the Government to pay 
all in gold or all in silver, or partly in each, just as the Government 
might see fit. 

And the phraseology of the act which declares the bonds payable 
not only in “coin,” without saying whether of gold or silver, but in 
effect saying the very coin which the law as it on that day was 
recognized, and that law shows clearly that either coin would dis- 
charge the debt. Not only so, but that no subsequent change in 
coinage should operate to the injury or benefit of either party. It is 
impossible that any one could mistake that law. 

Every bond outstanding is under that or some previous law, and 
no legislation on the statute-book authorizes a bond payable other 
than in “dollars,” without qualification, or in “dollars in coin,” 
without qualification as to the coin; so that multiples of the unit of 
silver coin or of gold coin will lawfully discharge the debt. So that, 
the legal rights of the parties being fixed, we have nothing whatever 
to do, so fur as these debts are concerned, but to faithfully carry out 
what the Constitution imperatively demands, viz: coin money, both 
gold and silver, of the standard weight and fineness authorized by 
law at the date of the acts authorizing the bonds, and thus place the 
Government in a condition to exercise its lawfnl duty, to wit: to pay 
in the coin of its lawful option when pay-day comes. 

Of course no one would claim that these debts could be paid in sub- 
sidiary coin, for, first, their value is not regulated relatively to either 
the gold or silver unit, and, second, for that reason their tender quality 
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was limited by the act of their coinage to $5. Neither could those 
debts be paid in either gold or silver coin of less weight and fineness 
than was in them at the date of the acts authorizing the bonds. 

So I conclude that the laws in force when the debts were author- 
ized fix the liability of the debtor and the rights of the creditor, and 
neither the liabilities of the debtor nor the rights of the creditor can 
be increased or diminished by subsequent legislation without impair- 
ing the obligation ef the contract, as would be done by increasing 
the burden of the people under the contract as it stands, and thereby 
violating the Constitution.” 

I have not thought the question important whether the act of 1792, 
as modified by that of 1837 creating the silver unit of value, was 
repealed or not by the act of February 12, 1873, or by section 3526 
Revised Statutes, so far as this question has bearing on Government 
indebtedness or any private indebtedness contracted prior to the so- 
called repealing act, for the sufficient reason, as I think, that the 
rights and liabilities were fixed by the laws in force when the crea- 
tion of the debts was authorized. The only practical bearing of this 
question is upon private debts created since the act of February 12, 
1573, and of section 3526, June 22, 1874. 

Does the act of 1873 or section 3586 repeal the act making the 
silver unit of value? Certainly, if such were the intent and efiect of 
the act, it accomplishes its object in a manner and by methods, to 
say the least, unusual and extraordinary in the history of legislation. 

If the law giving to the people a meglium of exchange and measure 
of values to which they and their forefathers had been accustomed 
since the earliest settlement of this country was by strange and mys- 
terious methods repealed, they willdemand why? They will be heard. 

And the voice of the people, louder than thunder, more fearful in 
its concentrated wrath than the wildest hurricane, has been heard. 
He who taunts the people with dishonesty, who laughs at their dis- 
tress and mocks at their calamity, is a vain, weak man, who knows 
not that the great heart of the people beats to the music of honesty 
and fair dealing, and that their aroused wrath in a righteous cause 
is more terrible than an army with banners. They believe they have 
been deprived of the “dollar of the fathers” by crooked methods. 
Epithets will not disabuse the public mind. You may call it preju- 
dice if you will; you will not remove it by taunts. 

The wise statesman— 

Said one greater than any here, from his place in this Chamber— 

The wise statesman takes into the account the prejudices of the people. 


He who seeks to drive Americans will be swept out of the way as 
‘ chat? before the wind.” 

Now, to my mind the evidence is clear that Congress never intended 
to repeal the silver-unit act. The facts which have been developed 
during the progress of this discussion by men who were members of 
this or the other House at that time satisfy me of this. A huge man- 
uscript is brought into the Senate. It is represented to be a revision 
of the laws, the Senate is told that not one jot or tittle has been added 
to or taken from the living laws. Upon these assurances, and without 
reading it from the Clerk’s desk, the whole manuscript is enacted 
into law; among its leaves were a few lines declaring that silver coin 
should only be a tender to the amount of $5, as follows : 

Sec. 3586. The silver coins of the United States shall be a legal tender at their 
nominal value for any amount not exceeding $ in any one payment. 

The very wording of the act referred to in the margin, to wit: 12 
February, 1873, ch. 131, section 15, page 427, which is section 3513 
Revised Statutes, shows that it was the subsidiary coin, and no other, 
that was intended to be limited in tender to $5, unless, which appears 
to be doubted, it was designed also to include the trade-dollar. So 
I think any enlightened court would decide. 

The act of March 18, 1869, refers to gold and silver coin. The act 
of July 14, 1870, refers to coin of the then standard value. Duties 
and imposts are payable in gold and silver coin, section 3473, and in 
gold and silver coin of standard fineness of the United States, section 
3474. These are living laws, and would be stripped of their power if 
section 3586.is a sweeping repeal of the tender power of silver except 
as to $5; that the act must be construed to harmonize with other liv- 
ing laws on the same subject is a well known rule of construction. 
This may be readily done, and not otherwise, by construing it to 
refer, as it undoubtedly does, to subsidiary coins, which since 1=53 have 
had the tender quality only to the extent of $5 in any one payment. 
It was only comparatively a short time ago that anybody in or out 
of Congress understood that there was such a claim that the old law 
was repealed. 

Certainly, if the law was repealed, the fact was not known as late 
as April 9, 1876, to Mr. Sherman, then chairman of the Committee on 
Finance in this body—a position which he also held when the old 
law was claimed to have been repealed in 1873, or June 22, 1574, and 
those who insist on repeal are not agreed as to date. 

On the 9th of April, 1876, Mr. Sherman was addressing the Senate on 
the coinage laws; the CONGRESSIONAL Reconp of next day, April 10, 
1876, will show the following question to Mr. Sherman: 

Mr. Maxey. I will ask the Senator from Ohio if the dollar established as the 


unit of value shortly after the adoption of the Constitution was left of the same 
weight and fineness in 1853 that iv was originally established? The old Spanish 


* Bills of attainder, ex post facto laws, and laws impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts are contrary to the first principles of the social compact and to every prin- 
ciple of sownd legislation.—Mr. Madison in The Federalist, No. XLIV. 
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I dollar, in other words, was the unit of value origi 
eft so 

Mr. SHeRrMan. I shall answer my friend from Texas with great pleasure 
silver dollar of the United States has never been changed in intrinsi: vals . The 
change has been in the gold dollar. v 

But as Senators see that this is a technical question and I have to 
facts, I ask that they will not cross-examine me until I get through. 
answer all questions, * * * The old silver dollar was simply droppe 


nally, and was jt hot 


the 


be Precise jg 
Then I will 
dd Out in the 


1 the 
dollar. It was simply dropped out; there was no such coin in use. [t eo, 


circulate, because in 1872 and 1873 the silver dollar was worth more than th: 
dollar. As it had not been coined for twenty years, it was dropped out fo. 
among the coins of the United States. As a matter of course, this does pot pp. 
vent us restoring it at any time we think itis for the public interest to qe” 
* * * These are all the changes, so that the silver dollar of our Revolutions.. 
fathers is the silver dollar of to-day, if we choose to restore it.—Congressir nal Be 
ord, volume 4, part 3, Forty-fourth Congress, first session, page 2345. 

I have limited the extracts to only so much as embraces the two 
questions I asked and so much of the answers as are direct]y perti- 
nent to the questions. The questions in effect are: 

First. Have the weight and fineness of the silver unit bee; 
changed ? ; 

Second. Is not the unit of value established in 1792 yet so? 

Mr. Sherman answers, first : 

The silver dollar of the United States has never been changed in intrinsic yaly¢ 
the change has been in the gold dollar. 

This answer was strictly correct, as I have shown by reference to 
the various coinage acts. 

To the second he answers : 





mal Re 


No law repealed the silver dollar; it was simply dropped out—there was no such 
coin in use, 

He emphasizes this statement by recurring in the following lap. 
guage: 

As a matter of course, this does not prevent us restoring it at any time when we 
think it is for the public interest to do so. 

But still further to show his view, he says in the same connection 
as above: 

I have stated, I believe, all the laws of the United States, without exception 
which affect the value of gold or silver coins. There have not been many of then 

Our coinage laws have been very uniform, very stable; no changes have beey 
made except for an obvious purpose. The law of 1792 stood on our statute-books 
enshanged until 1834, and then was only modified so far as gold coins were cor 
cerned ; and the law remained unchanged until 1+53, and was then only moditie 
to introduce subsidiary coinage ; and it remained there until 1875, when it wa ‘ 
changed so as to introduce the trade-dollar. Those are all the changes ; so that th: 
silver dollar of our Revolutionary fathers is the silver dollar of to-day, if we choos 
to restore it. 

These statements, in connection with the so-called repeal in 1=75, 
or by the Revised Statutes, coming from the late chairman of the Sen- 
ate Committee on Finance and present Secretary of the Treasury, are 
entitled to great weight. The second question, Had the law creating 
the silver unit ever been repealed? he answers in numerous forws, 
all to the effect that the law has never been repealed. Thus he states 
emphatically, ‘‘ No law repealed the silver dollar.” He shows why it 
was dropped out of coinage, “‘ because the silver dollar was worth 
more than the gold dollar.” 

He evidently does not regard that reason as immoral or as trench- 
ing upon the rights of creditors. He foresees that the time may 
come when the gold dollar will be dropped out of coinage, the time 
when it “cannot circulate,” because the gold dollar is worth more 
than the silver dollar. If the reason was good for dropping out in 
1253 and again in 1873 the silver dollar because it could not circulate, 
for the reason that “the silver dollar was worth more than the gold 
dollar,” then precisely the same principle will drop out the gold «ol- 
lar in 1878, because the gold dollar is worth more than the silver 
dollar. If the more costly metal was dropped out in 1853 and in 1°73 
because more costly, why should not the more costly metal be dropped 
out in 1878 because more costly? And the late finance chairman evi- 
dently so reasoned, for he says: 

Asa matter of course this does not prevent us from restoring it— 

The silver dollar— 
at any time when we think it is for the public interest to do so. 

Mr. President,thattimeiscome. The “publicinterest” imperatively 
demands the exercise of the power to restore the silver dollar in its 
ancient place in the coinage of the country. Now is the accepted 
time and now is the day of salvation. The cries of financial distress 
come up from every quarter, and they will be heard. Em 

The only change in the old coinage laws made by the act of 1573, 
says Mr. Sherman, was to introduce the trade-dollar. Thus the 
act of 1792 could not have been repealed. But the gold advocates 
say that we should not restore the silver dollar, because they bought 
their bonds with gold and should be repaid in gold. This is not 
wholly true. Millions at the outset were bought and paid for with 
greenbacks when the greenbacks were only worth from thirty-three 
to forty cents in gold, but even as to those who paid in gold, all who 
bought bonds prior to 1873 paid in gold as a matter of course, not from 
any sense of honor or morality, but for the all-sufficient reason that i 
was cheaper to pay gold than silver, silver at that time being at 4 wr 
mium, and as they had the option to pay in either they paid in that 
which cost them least. va 

Now, forsooth, when the boot is on the other foot the ery — 
Does any one suppose that these pe would have insisted on ot 
payments because they had bought with gold if the premium on 
ver had been kept up? No, sir. In all transactions with the party 
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un option has a valuable privilege which he can honorably 
ae ig to his interest. , : = : 

Now, as to the bonds sold since 1573. They were issued under the 
+ of 1870, Whieh in terms directs their payment in coin of the then 
“sandard value, so that as to every debt owing by the United States 
not in terms payable in gold coin—if there be any such, certainly 
here is not much—it is clear that silver dollars of 4124 grains stand- 
je: iconstitutionally, lawfully, honorably discharge the debt, just 
and honorably as gold dollars of 25.8 grains standard, 
nd when pay-day comes if it is to the public interest to pay in such 
ae it will become the bounden duty of this Government, which it 
naan to the people, to pay in such coin. 

Having endeavored, and I think successfully, to show that the 
(Constitution establishes the double standard ; that the law estab- 

shing a silver dollar of 412} grains is in full force ; that any legis- 
lation designed to destroy silver coin as lawful money—if there be 
euch legislation, which is doubtful—is violative of the Constitution, 
snd therefore void ; that it is not only the constitutional privilege 
but the imperative constitutional duty of Congress to restore the 

lollar of the fathers,” I pass to the second point, and shall en- 
Jeavor to show that the performance of this constitutional duty will 
he productive of blessings, and only blessings, to the American 


exercise | 


yecordil 


urd wil 
as efficient ly 


yn ole . s . . 

Jobn Stuart Mill, treating of governmental interference with the 
business of the people, volume 2, page 569, says: 

Lai 


nleas re qu 


No people, I think, ever suffered in finance and tariff more by gov- 
ernmental tinkering and unwarrantable intermeddling in their busi- 
ness concerns than the people of the United States. They have greatly 
prospered, it is true, but in spite of the doctrinaires. 

torne down by a tariff system based upon a theory fossilized a 
ntury ago, and by a financial condition growing worse and worse 
every day, it is only strange that the distress is not greater and more 
wide-spread. 

Mill says, volume 2, page 19: 

By a tacit concurrence, almost all nations at a very early period fixed upon cer- 

etals, and especially gold and silver, to serve this purpose, {a medium of ex 
| *'* * Gold and silver are eminently divisible, and when pure, always 


same quality, and their purity may be ascertained and certified by a public 
ity 


ser-faire in short should be the general practice; every departure from it 
ired by some great good is a certain evil. 


ce 


After stating various substances used as money at different periods, 
he proceeds : 

Goldand silver have been generally preferred by nations which were able to obtain 
them either by industry, commerce, orconquest. * * * Of all commodities they 
are among the least influenced by any of the causes which produce fluctuation of 
value 

Wayland, Elements of Political Economy, page 195, says: 

In order to render any substance available as a circulating medium, the essen 
tial quality required is that it be universally desired as such. 

Further, on page 199, he says: 

Inasmuch as gold and silver possess all the essential qualities which are re 
quired in a circulating medium, and as the condition of man so manifestly points 
to the necessity of some such instrument, it is not remarkable that they have so 
long and so universally been adopted for this purpose. 

If universal consent from time immemorial suffices to give a gen- 
eral custom the force of law, then the use of gold and silver as money 
is the common law of the world. 

The only great permanent alteration in their value, Mr. Mill states, 
was occasioned by the discovery of the American mines. These mines 
began to pour their treasures into the lap of Europe about 1521, and 
the greatest drain of gold and silver from them to Europe was between 
that year and about the beginning of the seventeenth century. The 
effect upon silver was doubtless greater than upon gold. He thought 
that the discoveries in California, Australia, and the Ural Mountains 
might be the beginning of another period of decline, but wisely con- | 
cluded that it was “ useless at present to speculate.” He says: 

From their durability the total quantity in existence is at all times so great in 
proportion to the annual supply that the effect on value even of a change in cost 
of production is not sudden ; a very long time being required to diminish mate- 
rially the quantity in existence and even to increase it very greatly not being of 
rapid process, 

Mill further states that the great fall in the value of gold and sil- 
ver after the discovery of America is as yet the only authenticated 
instance, and in this case the change was extremely gradual, being 
spread over a period of many years. 

Of this discovery Adam Smith says: 

—o of o ovuntent mines of America reduced in the sixteenth cen- 
before. Wealt f Natinws a in Barope to about a third of what it had been 
J 4 » ime 1, page 33. 

According to the philosopy of the advocates of the single gold 
standard this inflation ought to have necessitated the striking down 
of one of these asa money metal; and y«t the world did move with an 
impetus after that grand discovery that it had not before, and has 
ever since been steadily moviug forward in wealth, in the mechanical 
ata _ in commerce, agriculture, manufactures, mining, 
nat ange of commodities, and above all, the strides in intelli- 

hee and the general diffusion of enlightenment among the masses 
ydneee wonderful. Not all this can be justly attributed to these 

‘coveries, yet their influence in that direction was very great. The 
gold and silver products of New Spain (Mexico) from 1521 to 1204, 





| 952,000. 


| every industry, double t 


All 


according to Anderson, in The Silver Country of the Great South west— 
who cites Humboldt, volume 3, pages 413-420—amounts to $2,027,- 
The gold and silver products of the world since the dis- 
covery of the Americas in 1492 down to 1876, $13,111,825.889. And 
yet the world moves and I am not accustomed to hear any one in 
the section where I live complain that there is an oversupply of 
money. 

The product of silver and gold in Nevada from 1848 to 1875 I have 
seen estimated by years ond aggregated in amount $203,233,910. 

The gold and silver product of California from 1348 to 1876 is esti- 
mated by years and the aggregate amount is $1,064,628,502. 

Chevalier makes the estimate as follows: Since 1492, from the Old 
World, $1,072,000,000 ; from the New World, 87,259,000,000. 

Since the California gold discoveries standard authorities place 
the supply as follows: From 1°49 to 1876, from the Old World, 
$827 000,000; from the New World, $3,755,304,927, including Australia. 
From Australia alone the gold produet in the last twenty-five years 
is estimated at $1,200,000,000, and yet this vast supply has been read- 
ily and healthfully absorbed by the increased demand of progressive, 
advancing peoples the world over. The amount of precious metals 
in use prior to 1492 cannot be well estimated, as no reliable data are 
preserved, 

The effect of the vast outflow of gold from Australia and Califor- 
nia since their discovery has been most salutary, giving life and 
energy to every industry. 

Why, then, should this silver production of Nevada, with its Com- 
stock lode, a mere bagatelle compared with the world’s volume of 
precious metals, excite the fears of any one? How can this mere 
drop in the world’s great bucket make it overtlow? How can it 
derange the relative value of gold and silver, or the price of the 
world’s great products? Did the discovery of vast mines of gold in 
California, Australia, and the Ural Mountains permanently lower gold 
relatively to silver? Why should the silver mines of Nevada perma- 
nently lower silver relatively to gold? This is mere panic. So far 


| from the addition to the volume of precious metals since the dis- 


covery of America having been a drawback to the advance of the 
world it has given it a positive and most healthful impetus, and I 
devoutly trust that for the good of mankind the supply of precious 
metals may keep pace with the increasing wealth, population, and 
needs of the world. 

The etfect of the demonetization of silver would be to degrade a 
metal which has been used since the gray dawn of history as a meas- 


| ure of values and medium of exchange to the level of iron, lead, 


copper, zinc, and other metals valuable only in the mechanic arts. 
It would be for all purposes as money the same as if it were 
thrown in mid-ocean. It would, if the whole world were to be seized 
with this frenzy, destroy one-half the money of the world, paralyze 

& value of the purchasing power of gold in 
the hands of its owner, make the rich richer and the poor poorer, 
establish a shoddy aristocracy based on wealth alone, and in the end 


| destroy the substance of free government, leaving only the shadow, 


if that, by reducing the many to dependence on the few. I want no 
janded aristocracy. I want the farmer of this free America to breathe 
God’s free air under his own roof-tree, and the mechanic left to work 
without a mortgage on every stroke of his hammer. 

It is claimed that the effect of the remonetization of silver will be 


| to drive gold from this country and flood the country with the sur- 


plus silver of Europe, whose nations, it is claimed, are on the eve of 
adopting the single gold standard. The people of the United States 
have seen but little gold for many years, and if it is made the only 
money the only use they will have for it will be to pay taxes and the 
interest on their debts; and the only legacy they will leave to their 
posterity will be debts and taxes. This cry will affect their nerves 
but little. But conceding that silver may not have sufficient elas- 
ticity to spring at once to the market value of gold—although it is 
clear to me that it is but a question of time, and no long time—still 
if the gold does leave it will bring its equivalent either in silver or 
in needed merchandise, so that the country will not suffer. It is 
claimed that the great weight of silver renders it objectionable. 
With the facilities of transportation reaching every quarter the ob- 
jection is not serious; and with the facilities of express, checks, 
drafts, and bills, so much used in all dealings, will not be felt. The 
objection that the passage of the bill will strike a grievous blow at 
the credit of the country is fanciful, not real. 

The Government promised to pay in coin. It complies to the letter 
with the promise and therefore no creditor has the right to com- 
plain, and the credit of a government which complies with all that 
the law of the contract demands never suffers. 

Let the debts of this country, public and private, be paid accord- 
ing to the contract, gold or silver coin, and not in a dollar which, by 
violation of the Constitution and laws and the rights of the people 
under the contract, will have, if the silver bill is defeated, its pur- 
chasing power doubled since the date of the contract. If silver is 
struck down and gold payments of all debts, public and private, be 
enforced, the result is as plain to a sensible man as anything can be 
that the controllers of gold will be masters of the country. It is not 
strange that they lock their greenbacks up, for if silver is to be 
demonetized then soon the greenback is equal to gold and they make 
good interest by its appreciation. It is not strange that the single 
gold standard should be favored in monarchical countries, and espe- 











sa 

i 

{ 1 

| = See 

aa 

; a) 
:% ea} 
roe 

‘ 

sb : 

* 

; } 

, 

Ae 































































































IS hs» Pare 


ea 


ee ee ee rere 
































A412 


cially where the law of primogeniture prevails, for the strength of 
such a country is in a strong, wealthy aristocracy of blood and of 
money, and whatever the government may do to strengthen this 
class and increase its wealth strengthens the government; but it will 
be passing strange if we should be fatally misled into their policy, 
which is the exact reverse of the true policy for our Government. 
This Government rests for its support on the strong affections of the 
people, and the strength of our Government is the strength of the 
people. A general diffusion of wealth among the masses is infinitely 
of more worth to our institutions than concentration of wealth in the 
hands of the few. Indeed the first is strength; the last weakness. 
What we ought to do is to help lift the people on their feet. Prove 
to them by wise legislation that their welfare is the paramount con- 
sideration. 

I shall vote for this measure most cheerfully. 

First. Because, for the reasons I have given, I believe the Consti- 
tution demands the double standard. 

Second. Were this not, as I believe it is, an imperative demand of 
the Constitution, still if that instrument left the remonetization of 
silver to the sound discretion of Congress I should vote for it because 


the welfare of the people imperatively demands it and its passage | 


will be hailed with joy in every household. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, obtained the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Does the Senator from Florida desire to address 
the Senate on this question ? 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like very much to have a short execu- 
tive session at this time, if it is agreeable to the Senator who has the 
floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Before that motion is put, I move that the reso- 


some errors in the present copy. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let it be printed with all the amendments. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes, with all the amendments pending or pro- 
vosed, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection, and 
the order to print will be made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be printed in bill form with the amend- 
ments, as those to bills are printed, and not in the little pamphlet 
form in which it was printed before. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That order will be made. The ques- 
tion is on the motion to proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MBSSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolutions ; in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate: 

A bill (IL. R. No. 376) for the payment to the officers and soldiers of 
the Mexican war of the three months’ extra pay provided for by the 
act of July 19, 1848; 

A bill (H.R. No. 912) to make persons charged with crimes and 
offenses competent witnesses in the United States and territorial 
courts 5 

A bill CH. R. No. 927) for the relief of James W. Glover, postmaster 
at Oxford, in the State of New York ; 

A bill (H.R. No. 1454) to change the name of the consulate at 
Omoa and Truxillo ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1651) to validate and confirm certain acknowledg- 
ments of deeds and other instruments of writing under seal made in 
a foreign country for lands lying in the District of Columbia and the 
records thereof ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 2013) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) to authorize the Secretary of War 
to issue certain arms to the Washington Light Infantry of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No, 85) extending the thanks of Congress 
to Henry M. Stanley; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 55) to authorize Medical Inspector 
Thomas J, Turner, United States Navy, to accept a diploma of the 
Order of Kamehameha from the King of the Hawaiian Islands. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the joint 
resolution (8. R. No.5) authorizing Rear-Admiral William Reynolds, 
of the United States Navy, to accept certain presents tendered him by 
the King of Siam. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


_Mr. OGLESBY. Before the doors are actually closed, I take occa- 
sion to withdraw the motion to reconsider the adjournment to Mon- 
day, although I would have no objection to its present consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Davis, of Weat Virginia.) . The 
Chair understands that the motion to adjourn to Monday is carried, 
the motion to reconsider being withdrawn. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bill and joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
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| erally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Con 
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sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, a 
the Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill (H. R. No. 376) for the payment to the officers and Soldiers of 
the Mexican war of the three months’ extra pay provided for by the, = 
of July 19, 1848; and — 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) to authorize the Secre 
to issue certain arms to the Washington Light Infantry, 
ton, South Carolina. 7 

The following bills from the House of Representatives were om 


nd referred t 


tary of War 
Of Charles. 
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A bill (H. R. No. 912) to make persons charged with crimes . 


offenses competent witnesses in the United States and terr'tori 
courts ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1651) to validate and confirm certain acknowledy 


| ments of deeds and other instruments of writing under seal, made » 


a foreign country, for lands lying in the District of Columbia ay¢ 
the records thereof; and se 

A bill (H. R. No, 2013) to remove the political disabilities of Char 
L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama. 

The following bill and joint resolutions from the House of } 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles 
the Committee on Foreign Relations : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1454) to change the name of the consulate y: 
Onoa and Truxillo; 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 55) to authorize Medical Inspector 


tepre- 
, and referred to 


| Thomas J. Turner, United States Navy, to accept a diploma of the 
| Order of Kamehameha from the King of the Hawaiian Islands; anj 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 85) extending the thanks of Congres 
to Henry M. Stanley. 

The bill (H. R. No. 927) for the relief of James W. Glover, postmaster 
at Oxford, in the State of New York, was read twice by its title, and 


| referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
lution now pending be printed with the amendments. There are 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message from the 
President of the United States, in answer to the résolhition of the Sen- 
ate of December 6, 1877, inclosing a report made to him by the Attor- 
ney-General, in relation to the operation of the Union Pacific Railroad 
and its branches; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate the following message of the Pres- 
dent of the United States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In response to the resolution of the Senate of the 13th November last, calling 
for information concerning the cause, numbers engaged, number of lives lost, and 
probable cost of the late so-called Nez Percé war, I have the honor to submit the 
accompanying communication from the General of the Army, and an extract fro: 
the annual report of that officer. Upon the subject of the cost of the Nez Pero! 


war, I submit reports from the Quartermaster-General and the Commissary-Gen 
eral of Subsistence. 


hk. B. HAYES 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 17, 1878. e 


The message was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business 
After twenty-five minutes spent in executive session, the doors were 


reopened and (at three o’clock p.m.) the Senate adjourned to Mon- 
day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 18, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rei 
W. P. HARRISON. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY. 

Mr. WOOD. I move that when the House adjourn to-day it be to 
meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote by which the motion was 
agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DURHAM. I am directed by the Committee on Appropr' 
tions to report a bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and - 
other purposes. I move that it be referred to the Committee of t . 
Whole and printed; and I give notice that on Tuesday next, 1mme 
diately after the morning hour, I shall move that the House proce 
to its consideration: E 

The bill (H. R. No. 2507) was received, read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. , the 

Mr. DURHAM. I also give notice that immediately after ‘. 
morning hour of to-day I shall report another bill from the Comm! 








1878. 


on Appropriations and ask for its immediate consideration. I 
oan do so now but for the fact that the House is not very full. 
” INTERNAL REVENUE. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask permission to present at this time a resolu- 

on of the State Grange of West Virginia, in regard to changing the 
iow upon the subject of internal revenue. As itis a short resolution, 
i ask to have it printed in the REcorD, and referred to the Com- 
. sttee of Ways and Means. — vie 

Mr. FOSTER. I must object to the printing of the resolution in 
the RECORD. . , . ' ‘ . 

Mr. WILSON. I hope my friend will withdraw his objection. The 
spaplution is a very short one, upon the subject of changing the law 
me regard to internal revenue, and as a matter of courtesy I request 
the ventleman to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. FOSTER. I would be very glad to extend the courtesy the 
rentleman asks, but I have for some time been convinced that this 
matter of printing documents in the Recorp has gone too far. How- 
over, I will withdraw my objection in this case. 

There being no objection, the resolution was referred tothe Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed in the REcoRD. 
~ The resolution is as follows: 

ELK City, BARBouR COUNTY, 
West Virginia, December 19, 1877. 

Dear Sin: The following resolutions, passed at the fifth annual session of the 
West Virginia State Grange, held at Fairmont, December 11, 1877, explain them- 
. iaadee the revenue laws of the United States in regard to the sale of leaf- 
tobacco we believe to be unjust and oppressive, in so far as preventing the pro- 
ducer from selling at retail the production of his own labor: Therefore, 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be, and they are 
hereby, requested to use their best endeavors to have said laws so modified that 
the producer may enjoy the privilege of selling his tobacco (in the leaf) in such 
juantities, to such person or persons, as he may desire, without subjecting himself 
to prosecution therefor. 

Preclved, That the Secretary of this body be directed to forward a copy of this 
resolution to our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

Very truly, &c., 
JAS. E. HALL. 

Hon. BENJAMIN WILSON. 

SOUTHERN CLAIMS COMMISSION. 


Mr. SINGLETON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2508) to extend the jurisdiction of the southern claims commis- 
sion: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

ELECTION CONTEST—WIGGINTON VS. PACHECO. 

Mr. SPRINGER, from the Committee of Elections, submitted a re- 
port in the contested-election case of Wigginton vs. Pacheco, ac- 
companied by the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is not entitled to a seat in this House as a Rep- 
resentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of 
California. 

Resolved, That Peter D. Wigginton is entitled to a seat in this House as a Repre- 
sentative in the Forty -fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. HISCOCK, from the same committee, submitted a report on 
behalf of the minority of said committee, accompanied by the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved, That Peter D. Wigginton is not entitled to a seatin this House asa 


peneneteve in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of 
California. 


Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is entitled to a seat in this House as a Repre- 
sentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is due to the House that I should state that 
the Committee of Elections have not finally concluded their deliber- 
ations upon this case, and I am therefore instructed to move that the 
majority report, with the views of the minority and the accompany- 
ing resolution, be printed, and recommitted to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 


The motion was agreed to. 

SAMUEL AND RICHARD ROBERTS. 

Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, introduced (by request) a 
ill (H. R. No. 2509) for the relief of Samuel Roberts and Richard 
Roberts; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Vommittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

COLLEGES FOR EDUCATION. OF FEMALES. 


_Mr. MILLS, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

~10) donating lands to the several States and Territories which may 

provide colleges for the education of females; which was read a first 

ind second time, referred to the Committee on Education and Labor 

wd ordered to be printed. ; 
IRA GILL. 


a VANCE, by unanimous consent, introduced (by request) a bill 

. R. No. 2511) for the relief of Ira Gill; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered 
to be printed. 


COMMITTEE CLERKS, ETC. 


resolution; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts : 


Resolved, That i 
make the inveetigati 
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Mr. HATCHER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 


order to enable the Committee on Public Expenditures to 
ion required by order of the House, aaid committee be author- 
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ized to employ a clerk and one expert accountant at the usual rate of compensa- 
tion allowed to clerks of other committees of the House. 


Mr. SPARKS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 


olution ; which was referred to the Committee on the Rules: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the Interior Department be 


increased to the number of nine members, and that while engaged in the investi- 
gations of the matters required hy the rules and resolutions of this House said 
committee be allowed a clerk, to be paid out of the contingent fund of thjs House, 


POST-OFFICE AT PHILADELPHIA. 
Mr. FREEMAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a Dill (H. R. 


No. 2512) making an appropriation for the continuation of work on 
the new post-office at Philadelphia ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PAYMENT OF NATIONAL 
Mr. FREEMAN also, by unanimous consent, presented the follow- 


BONDS. 


ing preamble and resolutions adopted by the Union League of Phila- 
delphia, January 14, 1578, remonstrating against the payment of 
certain United States bonds in other than gold coin; which were 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to 
be printed in the RecorpD: 


Union LeaGue-Hovuse 
Philadelphia, January 15, 1878 
Stated meeting of the Union League of Philadelphia held January 14, 1878. 
Whereas the“Ireasury Department of the Government has disposed of tive hun 


dred millions of 5 per cent. bonds at par for gold coin, and also two hundred mill 
ions of 44 per cent. bonds at par for gold coin, and seventy-five millions 4 per cent. 
bonds at par for gold coin; and 


Whereas there is in Congress at present pending certain legislation looking to 


the repayment of these bonds in silver dollars of a less value than gold: There- 
fore, 


Be it resolved, That the Union League of Philadelphia, in general meeting as 


sembled, view with alarm and grave concern any legislation so fraught with evil 
consequences to us as a nation, and so at variance with honor, equity, and good 
morals. 


Resolved, That this action of the league does not imply a recognition of the pro 


priety of paying any portion of the public debt in other than gold coin. 


Resolved, That this league earnestly remonstrave against this legislation, and 


that a copy of these proceedings be transmitted to our Senators and members of 
Congress. 


Extract from the minute 
Attest: 
SILAS W. PETTIT, 
Secretary 
WILLIAM D. OYLER. 


Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 2513) for the relief of William D. Oyler; which was read a 
first and second time. 


Mr. CLARK, of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, this bill authorizes the Secre- 


tary of the Interior to refund certain money paid for land the entry 
for which was afterward vacated. 
it ought to go. 


I do not know to what committee 


The SPEAKER. It will be referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands and ordered to be printed. 


LIRAM W. LOVE. ‘ 
Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2514) to 


refer the claim of Hiram W. Love, of the State of Iowa, to the Court 
of Claims; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF 


Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now begins at twenty-eight 
minutes after twelve o’clock, and the committees will be called for 
reports of a private nature. The call rests with the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 


BUSINESS. 


CHANGES OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported back the following, moved that the committee be discharged 
from their further consideration, and that they be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

A bill (H. R. No. 116) for the relief of Thomas Hunter ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 320) for the relief of Leroy D. Sutton; and 

Petition of Thomas Potts, a soldier of the war of 1512, now one 
hundred years old, asking a pension. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. It will be understood that the matters thus re- 
ferred are not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 


ADAM STINSON. 


Mr. RIDDLE, from the same committee, reported back favorably 
the bill (H.R. No. 436) granting a pension to Adam Stinson, and moved 
that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, ond the accompanying report printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JOHN SHEIBER. 


Mr. JOYCE, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of John Sheiber for a pension, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
2515) granting a pension to John Sheiber, late private in the Twelfth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 
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FANNIE E. RECORDS. 


Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. 
No. 2516) granting a pension to Fannie E. Records, widow of Albert 
B. Records, late private in Company G, Fifteenth Regiment Maine 
Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM 8S. DAVIS. 

Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported back favor- 

ably a bill (H. R. No. 1780) granting a pension to William 8. Davis, 


late a private in Company E, Thirty-first Illinois Infantry Volun- 


teers; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

GEORGE W. WICKWIRE. 

Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported back favora- 
bly a bill (H. R. No. 1451) granting a pension to George W. Wick- 
wire; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

MARY D. M’INTYRE. 

Mr. RAINEY, from the same committee, reported adversely on the 
petition of Mary D. McIntyre asking for an increase of pension; 
which was laid upon the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

PAMELIA SMITH. 


Mr. MACKEY, from the same committee, reported adversely on the 
petition of Pamelia Smith, daughter of Brevet Brigadier-General 
James R. Smith, United States Army; which was laid on the table, 
and the report ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN, 


Mr. GOODE, from the Committee on Education and Labor, reported 
back adversely a bill (H. R. No. 1082) for the national education of 
women ; which was laid on the table, and the report ordered to be 
printed. 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SEMINARY, VIRGINIA. 

Mr. GOODE also, from the same committee, reported back favorably 
a bill (H. R. No. 943) for the relief of the trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Seminary and High School in Virginia; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE, PORT TOWNSEND. 


Mr. REAGAN, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back 
memorial of the Legislature of Washington Territory asking an ap- 
propriation to erect a custom-honse at Port Townsend, in said Terri- 
tory, and moved its reference to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds; which motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES L. SCOTT, OF ALABAMA. 


Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
a bill (H. R. No. 2013) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama, with the recommendation that 
it do pass. 

The bill, which was read, provides (two-thirds of each House con- 
curring therein,) that the political disabilities imposed upon Charles 
L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama, by the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution of the United States, on account of his participa- 
tion in the rebellion, are hereby removed. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JESSE J. SIMKINS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, from the same committee, reported back 
a bill (H. R. No. 186) tor the relief of the sureties of the late Jesse J. 
Simkins, late collector of the port of Norfolk, Virginia, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the sureties of Jesse J. 
Simkins, deceased, late collector and public depositary at the port 
of Norfolk, Virginia, be released and discharged from a judgment 
rendered in the circuit court of the United States for the eastern dis- 
trict of Virginia against said sureties, and in favor of the United 
Stotes of America, on the 10th day of January, 1871; provided, how- 
ever, that nothing in the act shall affect the just claim of the United 
States to the money specially deposited in the treasury of the State 
of Virginia by said Simkins to the use of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. Is there a report accompanying the bill ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. There is. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Is this bill open to the point that it must have 
its first consideration in the Committee oi the Whole on the Private 
Calendar ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it ought to, but the rule is not 
comprehensive enough to embrace it. The action of the House here- 
tofore has been that this character of bills were not subject to the 
point of order. The Chair will add that the Committee on Rules 
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have before them a proposition to remedy what he considers g q fi 
in the rule. tect 
Mr. EDEN. Does the gentleman from Virginia ask its refe 
the Committee of the Whole? 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
read. 
Mr. SAMPSON. 
The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I make that motion. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I do not yield to anything }yt y 
reading of the report. ai = 
Mr. EDE®. Would it be in order for me to move to refer the } 
to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar ? ’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HARRiIs} is 0, 
the floor. The only way to reach what the gentleman from |jjjp,;, 
proposes would be when the gentleman from Virginia asks the yp». 
vious question on the bill to vote it down, and then a motioy ; 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cale 
would be in order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
to the Private Calendar. 

Mr. EDEN. Ido not wish to antagonize the bill, but I thin 
should go the Private Calendar. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the pr. 
vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 


TeNnCe t 
I do not. I ask that the report be 


Is the motion to refer in order? 


ndar 


I make no objection to the bill goiny 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DEEDS VALIDATED. 

Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
with an amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 1651) to validate and cop. 
firm certain acknowledgments of deeds and other instruments oj 
writing under seal made in a foreign country for lands lying in tly 
District of Columbia, and the records thereof. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, dc., That all acknowledgments of deeds and other instruments oj 
writing under seal, made in a foreign country before any secretary of legatio; 
consul, or consular oflicer of the United States, for lands lying in the District o; 
Columbia, are hereby validated and confirmed, and the same, and the records of 
the said deeds and instruments, if the said deeds and instruments have been » 
corded, are declared to be as good and effectual, as to all subsequent purcbasers 
and creditors, as if the said acknowledgments and records had been respectiy: 
made and recorded under the provisions of existing laws. 


The amendment of the committee was read, as follows: 


Amend the bill by inserting at the end thereof the following: 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed so as to atfect rightsacquired 
by an innocent subsequent purchaser for a valuable consideration and without 
notice, 


Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that this bill be put upon its pas- 
sage. I have a letter which explains the necessity for it, and as it is 
in a handwriting rather difficult to read, instead of asking the Clerk 
to read it, I will do it myself. The letter is as follows: 


PHILADELPHIA, November 2%, 127 

Dear Sin: The following are the circumstances of the case which the trastees 
desire to have relieved : 

William Bingbam, formerly of Philadelphia, died seized of certain real estat 
asmall part of which was situated in the District of Columbia. By his will be 
left to his son and his daughters the whole of this. In the year 1551, after th: 
death of their mother, all her younger children conveyed by deed to their elder 
brother all their right, title, and interest in the estate of William Bingham whic! 
they derived through thir mother, one of the daughters of William Binghar 
This deed was acknowledged before our United States consuls in London a 
Southampton, in England, in the years 1851 and 1453. Several parties to this deed 
have since died. In the year 1849, after the death of his mother, another daug! 
of Wiliam Ringhem. James D. Baring conveyed all his right, title, and interest 
in theestateof William Bingham, which he derived from his mother, to his brothe: 
Henry B. Baring. This deed was acknowledged before our United States vice 
consul at Hamburg, Germany, June 21, 1849. Both the parties to this deed | 
believe to be deceased. In the year 1853, the late Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, one ot 
the Representatives in Congress from Pennsylvania, and J.C. Miller, of Phila 
delphia, became trustees of this real estate, and they are now succeeded | 
Charles Willing, M. D., and Chapman Biddle, esq., both of Philadelphia. Tb 
deed of trust was also acknowledged before our United States consul in London 
and Paris in 1853, which was two or three years before United States consuls wer 
authorized by act of Congress to take acknowledgment of deeds. The trustees 
are desirous of removing this trifling defect in their title occasioned by the 
premature acknowledgment of the deeds to them before United States consul 

1 remain, very respectfully, yours, 














CHARLES WILLING 
Hon. Cuares O'NEILL, 


House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. BEEBE. I would ask the gentleman from Maine if the bi 
under consideration is not general in its character. : 

Mr. FRYE. It is a general bill, the Judiciary Committee rate 
taking the view that special bills ought not to be passed. The ¢ 
eral bill limits the operation of the making valid of the minister 
acts of the United States consuls to consuls and vice-consuls 0! 
United States in foreign countries and to lands affected in the |) 
trict of Columbia alone ; and then it makes a further provision \ 
no rights acquired subsequent to the time these deeds were given sha 
be attected by this legislation. 

Mr. CLYMER. That is right. ie 

Mr. BEEBE. If the gentleman will permit me I wish to say ths! 
it seems to me the safer way would have been to provide for the 
special case under consideration and then to bring in a gen ral = 
providing for cases that may arise in the fature. From listeving . 
the bill, giving it all the attention I was able to give during the ed 
ing by the Clerk, it seemed to me there might be cases where Ng f 
might have accrued which would not be covered by the language ° 





[sid. 





that bill. 
this case by 
ise hereafter 


a special bill and then to provide for cases which may 


' by a general bill. 


Mr. FRYE. The Judiciary Committee were unanimous in report- 
ine this bill. : , . 
Mr. S| EPHENS, of Georgia. I think the gentleman from New 


York [Mr. BEEBE] isin error. The bill in my view is exactly right. 

I i» awainst special legislation. This isa general bill. It fits all the 
"-« which may arise, and especially it fits this. I think the report 

of the committee exactly right. 

Mh BEEBE. If the gentleman from Georgia will allow me, I will 

cay am as heartily against special legislation as he or any other 





iat on to meet a special case. We iad ine 
York, by a provision of our constitution, an inhibition of special legis- 
‘ation; but another class of legisletion equally pernicious has sprung 
vy, which is of the character I have indicated, to wit, general legis- 
ation to meet a special case. 

Mr. FRYE. I beg to inform the gentleman from New York of this, 
that in 1896, I think it was, an act of Congress provided that United 
states consuls and vice-consuls should have power to acknowledge 
jeeds. &c. The deeds referred to in this letter were acknowledged 
about three years prior to that, the persons who had the deeds made 
enpposing the consuls then had the authority. The bill therefore only 
covers a very short time and it protects the rights of other people. 

demand the previous question. , é 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


n 


passed. - . . 
’ Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


| 
| 


I believe the better way would have been to provide for | 


| 


ieman on this floor can be; but Iam also against general legis- | 
We have had in the State of New | 
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Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I did not intend to yield the floor ex- 


| cept upon the supposition that the Chair had decided the point of 


order that the bill must be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar. 


Mr. EDEN. I should like to make this suggestion: that when a 
postmaster expends this amount of money it involves a necessity of 


| making an appropriation to reimburse that sum of money. 


The SPEAKER. If the bill required an appropriation of money 
the Chair would hold that it came within the purview of the rule. — 

Mr. EDEN. The bill itself does not requirean appropriation; but 
it involves a necessity of an appropriation, because the bill author- 
izes the Auditor of the Treasury to credit this postmaster with a 
certain amount of money that otherwise he would not be entitled 
to under the law. He was responsible for these stamps, and this bill 


| proposes to relieve him of that charge and therefore involves a ne- 


| 


passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
J. F. ANDREWS. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennéssee, from the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, reported a bill (H. R. No. 2517) for the relief 
of J. F. Andrews, postmaster at Washington, Georgia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

JAMES W. GLOVER. 


Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, from the Committee on the Post-Oflice 
and Post-Roads, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, 
the bill (H. R. No. 927) for the relief of James W. Glover, postmaster 
at Oxford, in the State of New York. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I hope there will be no objection to the 
passage of this bill at this time. 

Mr. EDEN and Mr. CLYMER reserved all points of order on the 
bill. * 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I hope the gentlemen will not object to 
the present consideration of the bill. 

Mr. EDEN. I make the point of order that the bill makes an ap- 
propriation of money, and must therefore have its first consideration 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already stated as to another bill 


this morning that bills of this character do not come within the letter | 


of the rule to which the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. EDEN] refers. 

Mr. EDEN. 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I hope that will not be done. If the 
gentleman will withdraw his motion and hear the bill and report 
read I am sure be will not object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will order the bill to be read. 

The Clerk read the bill. It provides that the Auditor of the Treas- 

, ury for the Post-Office Department be, and he hereby is, authorized 
and directed to credit James W. Glover, as postmaster at Oxford, in 
the State of New York, in his account as such postmaster, with the 


Then I move that the bill be referred to the Com- | 





sum of $179.99, being the value of postage-stamps stolen from the | 


safe of said post-office by burglars on the night of the 26th day of 
May, red such stamps being so stolen without the fault or negligence 
ot said Glover. 

_The SPEAKER. The question now is upon the motion of the gen- 
Ueman from Illinois [Mr. EDEN] to refer the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I did not yield to my colleague from 

Illinois for that motion. 

"he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the gentleman’s colleague, 
to the right of the chair, had the floor. 
4 Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. He obtained the floor because I supposed 
that the bill was subject to the point of order; but after the Chair 


had decided that it was not subject to the point of order I think I was | 


entitled to the floor. 


Mr. ( LYMER. I reserved all points of order on the bill. 

The SPEAKER. It isnot the point of order that is now in contro- 
versy. The question is whether the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
EbeEN] is entitled to make the motion to refer this bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 


cessity of an appropriation in order to make up the amount of money 
lost. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has repeatedly expressed his opinion 
on this subject, which is, that the rule ought to cover cases of this 
kind; but the practice of the House and the rulings under the ex- 
isting rule have been almost uniform, that this character of credit 
allowed does not come within the letter of the rule. The Chair can 
test the sense of the House upon the passage of the bill whenever 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] moves the previous ques- 
tion. The Chair will cause to be read a paragraph of the Manual 
which relates to this subject. 

The Clerk read from the Digest as follows : 

Where a bill may incidentally involve expense, but does not directly require an 


| appropriation, it does not necessarily go to the Committee of the Whole 
time :and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 


The SPEAKER. The report will now be read. 

The Clerk read the report as follows : 

The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, to whom was referred the bill 
for the relief of James W. Glover, postmaster at Oxford, in the State of New York 


| have had the same under consideration, and respectfully submit the following 


report : 

Some time prior to the 26th day of May, 1877, James W. Glover, postmaster at 
Oxford, New York, provided an iron safe, as goor! as that usually kept by pradent 
business men, for the protection of money and valuable papers, in which he placed 
for safe-keeping postage-stamps, registered letters, and valuable papers. On the 
evening of the 26th of May, 1877, (it being Saturday.) when the oilico was closed, 
postage-stamps which he held as postmaster to the amount and value of $179.99, 
with one registered letter and a small amount of coin, were placed in the safe and 
the safe securely locked. The office fronted upon a public street, had a glass front, 
and a light was so placed as to fall upon the door of the safe and in fall view from 
the street. During the night the safe, by use of tools and some explosive sub- 
stance, was opened and almost totally destroyed, considerable damage being done 
to the office, and the postage-stamps, coin, and registered letter stolen. The facta 
attending this burglary are well authenticated, and show that the postmaster was 
not only careful, but had used more than ordinary diligence in protecting the 
stamps and other valuable property pertaining to the oftice. The commuattee there- 
fore report the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. 
passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seccouded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HENRY M. MEADE. 


Mr. KIMMEL, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 138) for the re- 


I move the previous question on the 


| lief of Henry M. Meade, late paymaster in the United States Navy; 


which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS J. TURNER. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 55) to authorize Medical Inspector Thomas J. Turner to accept a 
diploma of the order of Kamehameha from the Kingof the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

The joint resolution authorizes Thomas J. Turner, of the United 
States Navy, to accept a decoration and diploma of the order of 
Kamehameha from the King of the Hawaiian Islands as a reward 
for his services to the King during his visit to the United States. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time ; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
joint resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REAR-ADMIRAL WILLIAM REYNOLDS. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the same committee, also reported back. 
with a favorable recommendation, Senate joint resolution No. 5, aa- 
thorizing Rear-Admiral William Reynolds, of the United States Navy, 
to accept certain presents tendered by the Kings of Siam. 

The joint resolution authorizes Rear-Admiral William Reynolds, 
of the United States Navy, to accept a chenam box, an emerald vase, 
and a silver medal, not intended to be worn, as tendered to him by 
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the King of’ Siam on the occasion of the visit of the flag-ship Ten- 
nessee to Bangkok; also an emerald vase from the young brother of 
the King and a silver vase from the second king on the same occa- 
sion. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
joint resolution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the rules be suspended and the House 
now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of 
considering business on the Private Calendar. 


PUBLICATION OF RECORDS OF THE WAR. 


Pending the motion to go into Committee of the Whole, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, in regard to the publication of 
records of the war; which was referred to the Committee on Printing. 


BRIDGE ACROSS OUACHITA RIVER, LOUISIANA. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in relation to the construction of a bridge across the 
Ouachita River, at or near Monroe, Louisiana; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


CHRISTIAN HANLUKE. 


Mr. BANNING asked and obtained unanimous consent for the with- 
drawal trom the files of the House of papers in the case of Christian 
Hanluke ; no adverse report. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. BRIGHT; and it 
was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee, in the chair.) 

Mr. BURCHARD. Is this objection day ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. The Clerk will now report the bill 
which was pending when the Honse was last in Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The bill (H. R. No, 1895) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. 
A. Van Hoffman was then read, It directs the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman the sum of 
$15,430.67, in full compensation for the use of the Pioneer Mills, in 
Alexandria, Virginia, by the United States authorities during the 
late war. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I desire to state briefly my objection to this 
bill. As I understand it, this is a bill to pay a claim for the rent of 
mill preperty in Alexandria, Virginia, occupied by the United States 
troops during the war. I think there are serious objections to the 
payment by special enactment of all this class of claims. As prelim- 
inary to what I wish to say on this subject I send to the Clerk’s desk 
and ask to have read the paragraphs which I have marked in a let- 
ter written by Samuel J. Tilden during the late presidential cam- 
paign. The portion I ask to be read embraces all that refers to the 
subject under consideration. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

NEW York, October 24. 

Dear Sir: I have received your letter informing me that republicans high in 
authority are publicly representing that ‘‘the South desires, not without hope,” to 
obtain payment for losses during the late war and to have provision made for the 
rebel debt and for the losses of slaves, As the payment of such losses and claims 


was not deemed important enough to deserve the notice of either convention at the 
time it was held, you also ask me to state my views in regard to their recognition 


by the Government. Though disposed myself to abide by the issne as made up | 


already, I have no hesitation to comply with your request. 
* . . . . * 

Should I be elected President the provisions of the fourteenth amendment will, 

so faras depends on me, be maintained, executed, and enforced in perfect and 


absolute good faith. No rebel debt will be assumed or paid. No claim for loss or | 


emancipation of any slave will be allewed. No claim for any loss or damage 
incurred by disloyal persons, arising from the late war, whether covered by the 
fourteenth amendment or not, will be recognized or paid. The cotton tax will not 


be refunded. I shall deem it my duty to veto every bill providing for the assump. | 


tion or payment of any such debts, losses, damages, claims, or for refunding any 
tax. 

The danger to the National Treasury is not from claims of persons who aided 
the rebellion, bat from the claims of persons residing in the Southern States, or 
having property in those States, who were, or pretended to be, or who for the 
sake of aiding the claims now pretend to be, loyal to the Government of the 
Union. Such claims, even of loyal persons, where they are from acts caused by 
the operations of the war, have been disowned by the public law of civilized na- 
tions, condemned by adjudications of the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
only find any status by the force of specific esdedion of Congress, These claims 
have become stale and are often tainted with fraud. They are nearly always 
owned in whole or in part by claim agents, by speculators, or lobbyists, who have 
no equity against tax-payers or the public. They should in all cases be scrutin- 
ized with jealous care. The calamities te individuals which were inflicted by the 
late war are for the most part irreparable. The Government cannot call to life the 
million of our youth who went te untimely graves, por compensate for the suffer- 
ings or sorrow of their relatives or friends. It cannot readjust between individ- 
uals the burdens of taxation hitherto berue or of debts incurred to sustain the 
Government which are yet to be paid. It cannot apportion anew among our citi- 
zens the damages or losses incident to military operations, or resulting in every 
variety of form from its measures of maintaining its own existence. It has no 
safe general rule but to let by-gones be by-gones, to turn from the dead past to the 
new and better future, and on this basis assure peace, reconciliation, and frater- 
nity between all sections, classes, and races of our people, to the end that all the 


springs of our productive industries may be quickened and new 
in which the evils of the past shall be forgotten. 
Very respectfully, yours, 


Hon. ApraM §. Hewrrr. 


Mr. EDEN. I would like to ask the gentleman a question, 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I will hear it in a moment when | » 
through. bet 

Now, upon the subject of the payment of claims from States t}: 
went into the rebellion, I desire to have read an extract from a “a 
— of the Committee of Claims made to the Thirty-ninth Congress, 

is report was made 4 Hon. Columbus Delano, a man of enlarged 
experience in public affairs; a great lawyer, and although while a 
member of President Grant’s cabinet the subject of vituperation 
denunciation by the public press, yet in courage, capacity, and pub- 
lic integrity one of the foremost men of this or any other country. I 
send to the Clerk’s desk an extract from his report, which I desir t) 
have read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

If we go into an inquiry as to the loyalty of these individuals, my word fo; 
every one of them will give us some evidence of loyalty. You will tind that tj. 
will be able to procure ex parte affidavits or evidence of some sort, apparently «; 
ficient for the establishment of their loyalty. These and like considerations \ay, 
brought the committee to the conclusion—and that conclusion was unanimoys— 
that an effort to discriminate between the loyal and the disloyal would be an in. 


practicability, and that the result of it would be to bring this Hou 
ment of all this class of claims. 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio. This whole subject has been so thoroughly 
discussed that it is only necessary to allude to what others aye 
said upon it. I call attention to what was said in an elaborate and 
voluminous report made to the Forty-third Congress by Hoy. 
William Lawrence, then the able, industrious, and indefatiga\) 
chairman of the Committee on War Claims. After an exhaustive 
rehearsal of the law of the subject, he says: 

From all this it is apparent that no committee of Congress could with any de. 
free of justice, either to the Government or claimants, investigate separate clains 

‘his could only be done by a body clothed with power to visit southern localiiies 
and ascertain facts by a searching scrutiny and personal conferences with wit 
nesses. If any provision should be made in this class of claims, it should be ina 
mode very different than that of an examination of claims in detail on ex part 
evidence by a committee of Congress. 


Prosperity creatal 


SAMUEL J. TILDEy 


and 


8€ to the pay- 


That is exactly what is proposed to be done if we pass claims of 
the character of the one now under discussion. 

I have thus called attention to reports made by these two distin- 
guished chairmen of former committees and also to what was said 
upon this class of claims by a distinguished candidate for the Presi- 
dency, referring the other side of the House to the language of that 
letter, and this side to the expressions of the two able chairmen of 
the committees to whom I have referred. It will not be claimed by 
anybody that there’is any law which furnishes a legal basis for the 
payment of the class of claims under consideration. If paid atall, 
it is simply an actof generous beneficence. I know that it was said 
the other day that this claim was based upon a contract; but when 
that question was examined it turned out that some sixteen years 
ago in 1861 when our Army entered Alexandria, where the brave 
Ellsworth lostehis life in tearing down the confederate flag which 
up to that time had floated over that city, there was a mill there worth, 
1 believe, according to the statement, $160,000, which was leased by 
parties in New York who were using it and were doubtless grind- 
ing out subsistence for the confederate army at Manassas. An officer 
ot the Army takes possession of it and in the hurry and excitement 
| he isasked the question by the occupant, ‘ Will I get any pay for it?” 
, and replies, “If you are loyal, you will get your pay ”—a mere opinion 

expressed without consideration and without authority, and now 
| that is dressed up as though it were a contract. Every man who is 
familiar with the manner in which this kind of property was taken 
possession of knows that there was nothing in it that warrants the 
application of the term of contract to it. The capture of Alexan- 
dria rendered the property useless to the lessees and to the owners, 
and it was used by the Government, and that is all there isofit. , 

Now this claim which is pushed probably, in the language of Mr. 
Tilden, by some claim agent, comes here under such circumstances 
that we cannot tell whether this money, if we pay it by this special 
| act, will go to the lessees of this property, who it is claimed were 
loyal, or to the man who owned the ground on which the mill stood, 
about whose loyalty there is an ominous silence, or to the agents of 
those in whose name the claim is made, or will be equally divided 
between them all. I call attention to the fact that this action of the 
committee that reported this bill to the present House would open 4 
door to this large class of claims; and it is a little singular that now 
is the first time that one of this class of claims has ever found its 
way to the Private Calendar through the favorable action of a com- 
mittee of this House. It is a little singular that right after the close 
| of the presidential canvass, when votes were obtained by these pro- 
| fessions of opposition to the payment of claims of this class, we tind 
| the other side of the House pressing such claims to an allowance. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will the gentleman permit me to make a correc- 
tion? This claim is not reported from the Committee of Claims, but 
from the Committee on War Claiins, as I understand. : 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Very well; whatever may be the committee 
from which the elaim comes the case is the same ; it belongs to that 
class of claims referred to by the gentlemen who made the reports 





——————————— ee 





:mittees on Claims and Accounts to which I have called 


from the Con 


id by the writer of the letter which has been read. 


ittention, ane 
“Mr. BRIGHT. 
~_ SPRINGER. I wish to ask the gentleman from Ohio whether 
ag im now before the Committee of the Whole is in his judgment 
ah . claim as those referred to in Mr. Tilden’s letter which he has 
- 1 ¢o be read at the Clerk’s desk? 
ute JONES, of Ohio. Yes, sir; in my judgment it is. In the latter 
oa that letter, as the gentleman will tind if he peruses it care- 
Mr. Tilden alludes to the danger to the public Treasury from 
\s made by persons claiming to be loyal; and he alludes to the 
t that almost anybody can get a certificate of loyalty. 


her fact > 
Air FINLEY. Can anybody get a certificate of loyalty from Mr. 
- , 


I only wished to set the gentleman right 2s to the 





» JONES, of Ohio. Iam not here to make any discrimination 
to pt Mr. Evarts’s certificate is to be treated inthe same 
certificates of other reputable men are to be treated. We can 
rd to vote $18,000 of the people’s money upon certificates alone 


rsons. 


t allt 


of anybody, especially when we thereby open the door to the presen- | 


of claims for millions of dollars. 
| propose to treat this matter fairly. : hat 
- do for the Government to refuse payment of claims of this char- 
er. If that be so, I ask whether it is not right, whether it is not 








ke when they beleng to precisely the same class. 
For instance, this House cannot safely convert itself into a subor- 
te bureau of the War Department; this House cannot safely go 
nto the business of auditing, adjusting, and allowing claims, because 
do so would take up all our time year after year, as has been 





What, then, should be done, if anything? My position is this: If 


these claims are to be paid it is the duty of this House, and this 
House cannot escape that responsibility, of devising some means 
whereby all loyal claimants in the Southern States will be treated 

like. Tunderstand it to be the fact that during this Congress a 

jill was introduced by a gentleman on the opposite side looking to 
the examination and adjudication of all claims of precisely the same 
character with the one now pending before this Committee of the 
Whole, and that the committee of this House to whom it was re- 
ferred reported it back adversely. If I am wrong in that I hope the 
gentleman from Texas will correct me. The point I make, then, is 
this: If it be true that this House, through its proper organ, the com- 
ittee having the subject in charge, will not adopt any general legis- 
ition in reference to the class of claims to which this belongs ; if it 
sto shut the public door against loyal men who hold these claims 
over the southern country and say it will not pay them, it should 
not open a private door through which favorites can push their 
aims and get them paid; that would be to make fish of one man’s 
claim and flesh of another. 

I wish to say further (and I have no other object in speaking at the 
present time than to adress myself to the business before the House) 
thatevery time we pass aclaim of this kind through the House, every 
time we audit such a claim and pass it because the clatmant has some 
influential friend here to pushit through, we dothe grossest injustice to 
all other claimants of a like character who are unable by reason of the 
want of a general law to get their claims acted upon. It is our duty, 
where there is a class of claimants like those now asking for relief, 
not to pass any special law, but on the contrary to reject all special 
enactments and at the earliest practicable moment devise a general 
law by which all loyal claimants from the Southern States shall be 
treated alike. It is a responsibility from which we cannot escape— 
that either all or none should be audited and adjusted as they all rest 
upon precisely the same principle. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to remark, in reply to what the gentle- 
man from Ohio has stated in regard to the letter of Mr. Tilden, which 
has been read at the Clerk’s desk—— 

Mr. HANNA. I move the committee rise, as it is now half past 
one o'clock, to take up the resolutions from the Senate, notifying 
this House of the death of Senator Morton. 

Mr. EDEN. I hope the gentleman will wait a moment. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I thought the time fixed for the special order 
yas two o'clock. 

The CHAIRMAN. No; half past one. 

Mr. EDEN. Of course I do not propose to resist the motion of my 
colleague, but Lhope he will withhold it until a correction can be 
made. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I still hold the floor, but will yield to a 
question if that gentleman wishes to ask me one. 

Mr. EDEN. I do not resist the motion of the gentleman from In- 
diana if he presses it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I wish to make a correction. 

Mr. HANNA. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of ‘New York. I hope the gentleman will yield, 
so we may hear Tilden’s inaugural. [Laughter.] . 

Mr. SPRINGER. Before the committee rise 1 desire a correction 
to be made. 

4 JONES, of Ohio. Very well. 

Mir. SPRINGER. The letter caused to be read at the Clerk’s desk 
y the gentleman from Ohio was written by Mr. Tilden in October 
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It may be said that it will | 
mple act of justice that this House shall treat all loyal claimants | 
| ern citizens for property rented to the Government. 


in the elaborate reports to which I have called attention. | 





ALZ 


last and refers to “claims arising out of the operations of the war,” 
while the ease before the committee is that of a claim by citizens of 
New York for rent of a building ownea by them in Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia, and rented to the Quartermaster’s Department and used by the 
Government. It is a claim on the part of northern citizens who had 
nothing to do with the rebellion, and is no more a claim arising out 
of the operations of the war than aclaim for the rent of a building to 
the Government in this city. ; 

Mr. CONGER. 1 wish to ask tl 
he means to explain the letter 
character of war claims? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do. As I read Mr. Tilden’s letter it has no 
reference to such a claim as that now b« the committee. This 
claim has nothing to do with southern war claims such as Mr. Tilden 
opposed in his letter. It is, on the contrary, 2 claim of northern citi- 
zens, Who had nothing to do with the war, for rent of property owned 
by them in Alexandria, which was rented to the Government and used 
by the Government. Alexandria was excepted by Mr. Lincoln’s proce 
lamation, and was not declared to be in insurrection. 

Mr. CONGER. Isthe gentleman authorized to say 
did not mean to include this class of claims? 
like to know it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. “Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” Lam 
only correcting the error into which the gentleman from Ohio has 
fallen, and stating that the letter of Mr. Tilden, which was read, re 
ferred 10 claims growing out of acts “ caused by the operations of the 
war,” and not in any way to the present claim on the part of north 
lam speaking 
of this claim, and this only, and wish it to be understood that Mr. 
Tilden’s letter does not, as urged by the gentleman from Ohio, relate 
at all to claims like the one now pending. 

Mr. CONGER. The country supposed that he did inelude all such 
claims. 

Mr. MILLS. The gentlemen need not be interesting themselves 
about Mr. Tilden, for he will not be the democratic nominee for Pres 
ident in 1820. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. 
make his motion. 

Mr. HANNA, I move the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly arose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. CALDWELL, ot Tennessee, reported that the Committee 
of the Whole House had had under consideration the Private Caleadar, 
and particularly a bill (H. R. No. 1895) for the relief of W. H. New- 
man and L. A. Van Hotiman, and had come to no resolution thereon. 


‘gentleman from Ilinois whether 
of Mr. Tilden as not ineluding this 


Lore 





that Mr. Tilden 
The country would 


I yield to the gentleman from Indiana to 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message from the President of the United States was communi 
cated by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, who also informed the 
House that the President had ap proved and signed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 1637) establishing post-roads; and 

An act (H. R. No. 2142) to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
State to affix the great seal of the United States to a certain docu 
ment therein stated. 


DEATH OF SENATOR MORTON. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HANNA] rises 
to call up the resolutions of the Senate touching the death of Hon. 
O. P. MoRTON, late a Senator from Indiana. 

The Clerk will read the resolutions. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
January 17, 1878. 

Resolved, That from an earnest desire to show every mark of respect to the mem 
ory of Hon. OLIVER P. Morton, late a Senator of the United States trom the Stats 
of Indiana, and to manifest the high estimate entertained of his eminent public 
services, his distinguished patriotism, and his usefulness as a citizen, the business 
of the Senate be now suspended, that the friends and associates of the deceased 
Senator may pay fitting tribute to his public and private virtues. 

Resolved, That a wide-spread and public sorrow on the aunouncement of his 
death attested the profound sense of the loss which the whole country has sus 
tained. 

Resolved, That,as a mark of respect for the memory of Mr. Morron, the mem 
bers of the Senate will go into mourning by wearing crape upon the left arm for 
thirty days 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to the 
House of Representatives. 


Mr. HANNA. The death of OLIVER P. MORTON was «a national 
bereavement. It is therefore eminently just that the record of that 
department of the Government in which he served with such signal 
ability should bear some testimonial of his illustrious character and 
worth. Althongh his career was brief, yet few men have acted a 
more prominent part or commanded so large a share of public thought. 
For fifteen years the name of OLIVER P. MorTON has been known in 
every household of the nation, known by reason of the fact that he 
was endowed with those extraordinary qualities of character which 
made him a great leader among the greatest men of his time. We 
may perhaps with profit glance at some of the marked characteristics 
of the man for whose memory the representatives of the people dedi- 


| eate this hour. 


Although prior to the election of Abraham Lincoln he was recog- 












. 


er ee -ape tae 


Py ie 
4 i} ‘ 
ale 
1 f 
¥ é : 
Peete 
nes ty 
vi 
. ih 
2 


. 
. 
. 
| 
i 





Lg Ra AE Ty PS Te le 
. - Da tiemiendell 


nd OS 


Ape onbs 
eT" 


> 
Hee 
At 


Aaa 


bt 
er 





























<P 



































ag ey 
































Ais 


nized in Indiana as a man of commanding ability, yetit was as governor 
of that State he became a national character. He was equal to every 
emergency, surmounted every obstacle, never faltered in the face of 
danger, and with sleepless vigilance anticipated the attack of politi- 
cal or national foe. His giant intellect grasped every difficulty and 
promptly suggested remedies which inspired confidence in the true 
and discomtited the faithless. When the Legislature of his State 
failed to make provision by law to pay the expenses of the State gov- 
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ee ee era. 


ernment, preserve her credit, and care for the helpless and unfor- | 


tunate blind, dumb, and insane, he did not quail in the presence of 
the perfidy for an instant, but boldly pledged his personal honor that 
the money should be repaid, and it was promptly loaned him. When 
the Government was sorely in need of munitions of war for national 
defense he said to the Executive, “Advance me sufficient means to 
start and I will, in obedience to the overshadowing necessity of the 


organize an arsenal in which shall be promptly manufactured that 


| and loved were borne to their last resting-place on earth, 


| grant. 


which is vital to the successof ourarms;” and it was done at his bid- | 


ding. His executive ability was the admiration of every patriot. 
The facility with which he organized, armed, and equipped the sol- 
diery of his State stamped him as noordinary man. He did not for- 
get the brave men when they had crossed the border, but followed 
them to the tented field, the hospital, the scene of conflict, and by his 
presence said to them “ I have a heart in sympathy with you.” The 


governors of sister States availed themselves of his wise and patriotic | 


counsel, and the Executive of the nation gave heed to his suggestions. 
Although sometimes impatient, he never expressed a doubt of ulti- 
mate success. His record during that unhappy conflict is as imper- 
ishable asthe love of free institutions. 

His intellectual power was of the highest order. 


no man has so nearly approached the full measure of the “ great ex- | 


pounder of the Constitution,” Daniel Webster. In debate, by reason 
of his almost superhuman intellect, he was invincible. The sim- 
plicity, clearness, and compactness with which he presented every 
proposition ; his power of analysis, which exposed sophistry or false- 
hood, and the ever prevailing earnestness of manner, born of con- 
scious power, enabled him in the discussion of great constitutional 
questions to reach, instruct, and convince the common understanding 
as easily as if presenting matters of less moment involving mere 
party policy. 
of his time. In party warfare, as in defense of the Union, his blows 
were those of a Hercules, never aimless, but with crushing force upon 
the forefront of opposition. Oft and again has his adversary reeled, 
staggered, and fallen upon the field of conflict. 
ing chivalry and electric appeal, inspired the whig as if 2 divinity ; 


Impartial history will accord him the foremost debator | 


In that regard | 


Clay, with his dash- | 


Morton, cool, self-reliant, majestic, hurled at his opponent his unan- | 


swerable logic with the resistless force and power of a thunderbolt 
from Jove. In party politics he was bold, aggressive, and untiring. 
He recognized the efficiency and power of organization, and hence 


his cohorts were ever disciplined and ready for the charge. As a 
leader he was without an equal in modern times. 

By some he has been characterized as the apostle of hate. Time 
will prove that he did not hate the people of any section. When 


falsehood and prejudice shall have yielded to truth and reason their 
rightful supremacy, the historic pen will do him full justice. The 
preservation of the Union in the interest of liberty and humanity was 
with him a conviction of duty so intense that no earthly power ever 
presented obstacles which he deemed insurmountable. ‘We are one 
people, one nation, undivided and indivisible” was his answer to 
secession, and the sentiment he thus uttered became the battle-cry 
of every patriot in the land. To him more than any other man since 


Washington are we indebted for the extinguishment of the heresy— | 


a heresy which has cost so much blood and treasure—that we are 


simply a confederation of States, bound only by a rope of sand; and | 


to him are we in like manner indebted for the recognition of the 


fundamental, national idea, that our allegiance to the Union is para- | 
mount to that of the State, that the title of “American” is superior 


to that of “ Indianian.” 
all question for the weak and humble the inalienable rights of man, 
and hence was not content until these rights were firmly imbedded in 
the Constitution by the adoption of the several amendments. His 
wisdom and statesmanship in that regard have been sactioned by the 
national utterance of all parties. God forbid that any man should 
object that the humble, the lowly, and the long-enslaved should 
bedew his bier or water the flowers that in coming years shall bloom 
over his grave with their tears of grateful remembrance. It is the 
holiest offering that mortal can offer in recognition of a beneficent 
deed. I repeat, he did not hate the people of any section. 

His untiring and incessant labor in behalf of the Union and to 
secure the equal rights of every citizen under the Constitution and 
laws has by some been made the pretext for such charge. To all such 
1 offer no apology for his conduct. The wisdom of his action has been 
justified by a preserved nationality. I grant you he was a partisan, 


He was equally devoted to securing beyond | 


but his partisan zeal was ever subservient to the best interest of the | 


nation. 
Union. He never counseled blotting out a single star that glitters 
upon the American flag. He was never a party to any scheme of 
national dishonor. He was the bold champion of free labor at a time 
when that struggling cause was denied unfettered utterance. As the 
friend of man he gave attentive ear to the whisperings of the spirit 


He never spoke for party, State, or section as against the | 
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of progress. He clung to the Constitution and the Union as the sh 

anchor of hope for the welfare of unborn millions. In him the ~ 
ple had an advocate equal to every emergency in which their des. 
interests were involved. Had you been with me at the capital wae 
native State on the 6th of November last and beheld more than fife 
thousand strong men, of every shade of political opinion and of ad y 
pursuit in life and from every section, who on that inclement j y 
stood along the streets for miles, with bowed heads and solemy mien 
while the mortal remains of the great man they honored, respec tad! 


. you w uld 
not dare lisp the charge that OLIVER P. MorTON, when living an 
B&B Was 


inspired with the spirit of hate. That he had political enemies | 
No public man deserves a place in history who has pot. The 
smile of Judas Iscariot never played upon his manly face. His gdje, 


| ence to personal friends sometimes invoked severe criticism, for he 
hour, without authority of law, establish my own board of finance, | 


was slow to abandon any man in whom he had once reposed coy. 
dence. His personal integrity, like the virtue which Cxsar demande 
for his wife, was above suspicion. ; 

An =) He dollar, in either public or private life, never soiled ¢)), 
palm of his hand. His soul was never blackened with ofiicial cy; 
ruption. Investigating committees encountered no offensive steye) 
arising from the record of his accounts with either State or Natioyy) 
Government, although he was intrusted with millions without supe: 
save his individual honor. Fewmenof any age wereever endowed wi! 
such forceof will. From boyhood todeath it wasamarked characteris. 
tic. What he resolved to do, as a rule was accomplished. Althoyv 
for years afflicted beyond the power of words to express, he will: 
to labor beyond the measure of perfect strength. By sheer force o; 
will he kept at bay the grim monster and seemingly bid him detiay, 
His will power carried him in the discharge of official duty wherever 
and whenever his country demanded. I grant he was awm)bitious 
God pity the boy or man who is not. Like Webster and Clay |, 
aspired to the Presidency, and, like them, he did not aspire beyoud 
his merit. 

Peerless leader, beloved governor, heroic Unionist, wise counselor 
matchless Senator, affectionate husband, kind father, honest map 
Citizen and statesman of a great nation in whose service he labored 
until in the presence of death be exclaimed, “I am worn out,” his 
record has passed into history, and the memory of his achievements 
will inspire the American youth to emulate his example. Grand 
type of free institutions; fit representative of the mighty West 
Thank God for the preservation of a government that bids the poo 
ambitious orphan boy of the field and shop to climb upward to a 
position higher than that of any crowned head of earth, the Amer 
can Senate. May we indulge the fond hope that his immortal spi: 
peacefully rests in the realm of eternal bliss. Indiana keenly teels 
the loss of her distinguished sun, and, as chief mourner in the midst 
of her sorrowing sisters, she utters at the grave of her dead a silent 
fervent prayer that the God of our fathers may preserve and bless us 
as “one people, one nation, undivided and indivisible.” 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, when my name was announced as 4 
member of the committee appointed to represent this House at the 
funeral of the late Senator MORTON, my first impulse was to decline 
the appointment, in order that some gentleman whose opinions bad 
been more in accord with those of Mr. Morton than had my own 
might perform that office in my place; but, reflecting that a solemn 
duty had been imposed on me, which I was not at liberty to declin 
without cause, and remembering, too, that during the last Congress | 
was prevented by ill-health from serving upon a similar committee 
chosen to pay the last tribute of respect to West Virginia’s late dis- 
tinguished son, Senator Caperton, I yielded my personal preference 
and performed the duty assigned to me. a 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I am gratified that I did so; am gratified 
that I was placed in a position to hear and see things which gave w 
a better opinion than I had theretofore entertained of him who= 
memory this House and the country mourn to-day. 

The frailty of our nature when aroused by the passions of the hour 
too often prompts us to withhold from our opponents while living 
the respect we cherish for their memories when they are no more, aid 
so it was in the life and death of Senator Morton. His career had 
been so prominent and so closely allied to the legislation whic 
operated harshly upon the Southern States that he was regarded by 
those holding opposing views as an extreme partisan. 

But there is another criterion by which to weigh the character ot 
the man and the statesman. It is the estimate placed upon him by bis 
neighbors, by those who see him most and know him best. Tried by 
this test OLIVER P. MorTON was a better man, more of a man, thau 
his public conduct would indicate. On the day of his burial, in the 
beautiful city of his home, there was to be seen an immense tuner! 
pageant; flags tloated at half-mast almost everywhere; public build- 
ings and private residences were draped in mourning; @ throng 0! 
fifty thousand sorrow-stricken people had assembled from various 
parts of his own State and from other States to be present at the las 
sad rites. Democrats and republicans, white and black mev, ladies 
and little children vied with each other in doing him honor. No 
man, Mr. Speaker, could be thus mourned and buried who had not 
possessed good qualities of hoth head and heart. = 

He entered at an early age upon the stormy se of politics, a 
rapidly advanced to the front rank as an orator and leader iD 





1878. 
oe cena 


the perilous times of sectional strife and revolution. The crowning 
eriod of his life was during the late war, when he acted in a civico- 
silitary capacity as governor of Indiana. He soon became the most 
4 tinguished governor on the continent, winning for himself the 
= tation of being the great war governor of America. 
Then the policy of. the Government was not well defined in the 
prose¢ ution of the war, and even the then Executive seemed to be 
wavering, Governor MortToN delivered upon that subject at the capi- 
tal of his State a speech which fell like a flash of lightning into the 
cloom. His positive counsel was speedily followed up by energetic 
. tion, and he surpassed all other men in zeal and efliciency in the 
prosecution of the war; was foremost and fiercest in the effort to 
hrow the rebellion. Apparently losing sight of everything else, | 
one idea he devoted the wonderful powers of his mind andthe 
It was the dream of his existence, which he 


overt 
to this ks ‘ 
. st days of his life. 


followed— 





With an eye that never sleeps, 


e Anda wing that never tires. 


His political opinions were strong and extreme, and were pressed 
by him without regard to opposition. This characteristic led many 
to consider him cold, and even harsh and bitter, in his feelings toward 
his opponents ; but those more familiar with his life claim that his 
‘ntercourse With his fellow-men was kind and courteous, and that his 
devotion to his family was the strongest and most beautiful mani- 
festation of his character. 

The future historian will ascribe to him inconsistency upon currency, 
negro suffrage, and perhaps other questions of principle and policy. 

From the time he entered upon his legislative career he contributed 
largely to the policy pursued by the Government toward the south- 
ern Sti ; yetupon the adoption of President Hayes’s southern pol- 
icy he yielded his opposition and acquiesced in it; and, if living 
to-day, it is fair to infer that, far from confederating to strike down 

arm of the Administration, he would be found zealously uphold- 

r it 


States 
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| and returned to it no more. 


However much he was distinguished for his varied services as gov- | 


ernor of his native State, there was reserved for him another theater | 
of action where his great ability was to give him a position of com- 
manding influence—the Senate of the United States. 
equal in comprehensive statesmanship to Clay, Webster, or Calhoun, 
but as a party leader he excelled them all; and he took his high rank 
in that august body without having had previous experience as a 
legislator. 

Some men become great through the gift of peculiar talent, others 
achieve greatness by force of will and energy of character. Mr. 
Morton, before he entered the Senate, was stricken down by paraly- 
sis, and though a hopeless cripple for the rest of his life, his force of 
will and energy of character raised him up and pressed him forward. 
He scorned paralysis with the same determination with which he 
scorned all other dangers and obstacles ; dragged his half-dead body 
to his seat in yonder Hall, and for ten yearsof unrelaxing labor, un- 
wincing boldness, and unmurmuring patience struggled with great 
men and great measures, winning success and prominence that sel- 
dom fall to the lot of any one man. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the wide differences 
of opinion that existed between Senator MORTON and the majority 
of the members of this House, we can, as Americans, all point with 
pride to the fact that no charge of corruption tarnishes his name. 


Mr. BROWNE. 
OLIVER P. MORTON it is fit | should say a word on this sad occasion. 
Ishallattempt no eulogy. Panegyric may gratify the living, but the 


litieal friend is deaf alike to censure or to praise. Calumny can no 
more wound him, and in the presence of the new-made grave malice 
stands mute. Rivalries and resentments are now extinguished, and 
friend and adversary alike lay their garlands on the coffin of the dead 


Representing the birthplace and the old home of | 


| Rariden, Jehu T. Elliott, Charles H. Test, and John § 
He was not | 


| his adversary. 


ALY 


ronage, he owed nothing whatever. His only patrimony was orphan- 
age, and he wrought his great career by his own genius. 

He came from a sturdy English stock, an ancestry possessing that 
stubborn tenacity of purpose, that unyielding will peculiar to that 
people. From this ancestry he doubtless inherited that characteris- 


| tic courage and perseverance so prominent in his public life, for “the 


source of genius is ofttimes in ancestry and the blood of descent is 
the prophecy of destiny.” His parents were natives of New Jersey, 
but at an early day they moved West and made their home in the 
then young but growing State of Indiana—a State to which they were 
destined to give the proudest name in its history, a son who was to 
stand above all others of his time as a statesman and political leader. 
At an early age he was left an orphan. The years of his boyhood 
were passed at the seminary of his native village, at the Miami Uni- 
versity, Oxford, Ohio, and in learning the trade of a hatter. “Ambi- 


| tion, that germ from which all growth of true nobleness proceeds,” 


inspired him to seek fields of broader usefulness than were to be found 


| in a hatter’s shop, and in the year 1843, at the age of twenty, he en- 


tered upon the study of law. His venerable preceptor, Hon. John S. 
Newman, thus wrote me a few weeks ago: 

Senator MorTON came into my office at Centerville thifty-four years ago, at the 
age of twenty. Asa student he was industrious and thoughtful, anxious at all 
times to accomplish everything he undertook. In discussing questions that arose 
in his reading he exhibited a quickness of comprehension and a clearness in state 


ment that gave promise of that success in his chosen profession which he afterward 
secured. 


His professional career covered the fourteen years from 1843 to 
1861, when being elevated to the office of governor he left the bar 
When he retired from the profession he 
stood well advanced toward its front. He didnot reach professional 
eminence at asingle bound, did not win distinction in some first 
cause by the brilliancy of his genius or the fervor of his eloquence, 
but by perseverance and pluck he went steadily forward and upward, 
never halting and never going back, until he became the acknowl 
edged leader of the bar of Eastern Indiana, a bar numbering among 
its members such men as Caleb B. Smith, Samuel W. Parker, James 
. Newman. 

In 1855 it was my fortune to go on the circuit as prosecuting attor- 
ney, and during the five succeeding years, the last and most active 
years of his professional life, I had frequent opportunities of witness 
ing his management of causes in court. He presented a legal ques- 
tion with great force and clearness. With a mind at once robust 
and critical, he was able to grasp the whole scope of his subject, to 
fathom its profoundest depths and master its minutest details. With 
a quickness that was notable he seized upon the strong point in his 
case and centered upon it every power of his mind, fortified it with 
facts, intrenched it behind precedents, environed it about with illus- 
trations, until his position seemed impregnable. While he chose 
with unerring certainty the strong point in his own cause, with 
equal readiness and accuracy he discovered the weak one in that of 
No man was better versed in the art of putting facts 
to the court or jury. He brought with a singular skill the favorable 


| points of his client’s case into prominence, and exhibited a like dex- 


; over men. 
| sympathy of the jury and poured the resistless tide of his own earnest 
ear of him who was for a quarter of a century my personal and po- | 


terity and acuteness in suppressing that which was prejudicial to his 
interests. He readily detected a sophistry, and would break it into 
fragments as the “spray is broken upon the rocks.” Without any 
eloquence other than the “ talent of giving force to reason,” he was 
a most successful and formidable jury-lawyer. He had a keen in- 
sight into human nature and possessed an extraordinary influence 
With a dominion that was absolute he seized upon the 


emotions and convictions into their hearts. In the trial of a cause 


| he never lost faith, but worked resolutely on to the end with an un- 


statesman. It is creditable to our poor weak nature that when one | 


who has antagonized us joins 


The innumerable caravan which moves 

To that mysterious realm where each shall take 

His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
We are ready to review his life in a spirit of fairness and candor, 
approving the good, and with a generous charity covering the ill out 
of sight. Those who have been in public life especially know that 
to escape censure one must live a whole life-time without committing 
4 mistake or doing or saying an ill or an unwise thing. We realize, 
too, that when death casts its shadow upon our souls, poor and insig- 
nificant will be the story of our goodness and greatness; that when 
the life struggle is over, and, worn out, we pass into the darkness of 
the night of death, all there will be left of us will be the example of 
our lives and the influence of our actions and opinions. “Every 
human life is a lesson; it may be an example, but always a lesson.” 
And itis ap ropriate, therefore, that on an occasion like the present, we 
repeat the history and the lesson of the life that is gone, that it may 
live in what it has achieved worthy the respect or gratitude of man- 


Like most distinguished men of the Republic—of those who have 





taken conspicuous positions in professional or political life—OLIVER 
ts ORTON was a self-made man, the architect and arbiter of his own | 
ortune. To the accident of birth or fortune, family influence or pat- | 


flagging confidence in his ability to win, and he seldom lost the ver- 
dict. His was indeed a “‘ Roman courage, that plucked success from 
rugged danger and snatched victory from the jaws of defeat.” 

The bar is said to be the nursery of American politics, the school 
in which the young men of the Republic prepare themselves for pub- 
licemployments. It provides an opportunity for talent, and in popu- 
lar governments there is always a place and a mission for a man of 
ability, and intellect and merit will sooner or later force their pos- 
sessor to the front. 

OLIVER P. MorTON was trained in this school, and at the early 
age of thirty-three passed from it and unchallenged assumed the 
leadership of the republican party of Indiana. In May, 1856, he 
Was unanimously nominated by that party as its candidate for gov- 
ernor in that, its first contest for political supremacy. Until the 
abrogation of the Missouri compromise and the Kansas-Nebraska 
legislation he had been in polities a democrat, but his convictions on 
the subject of slavery would not permit him to act with that party 
longer. In this memorable campaign his opponent was the lamented 
and gifted Ashbel P. Willard. Never were two more able but dis- 
similar men pitted against each other in the arena of public debate. 
The one was eloquent, copious, imaginative, and ornate; the other 
earnest, epigrammatic, and severely logical; the one gave to elo- 
quence the graces of poetry ; the other clothed it in the garb of match- 
less reason. Willard culled the language and tied the words into 
beautiful bouquets, to dazzle and captivate, while his young competi- 
tor, O’Connell-like, “flung a brood of robust thoughts upon the world 
without aragtocoverthem.” Aftera long and spirited canvass Gov- 
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ernor Willard was elected by a largely reduced majority. Four years | and wherever an Indianian followed the flag or pitched hig t, 


ne 

afterward Mr. Morton was elected lientenant-governor, and in the | whether on the Potomac or the Mississippi, under the pines of th, 

following January, Henry 8. Lane having been elected to the Senate | Carolinas or on the prairies of the Southwest, he was the object af 

of the United States, he was inaugurated governor of Indiana. hiseare. Ere the smoke was lifted from the battle-fields his yojyy dae 
His executive career was cast in an era of unparalleled dangers 


surgeons and nurses, with medicines and sanitary stores for thy 
and wounded, were at hand. By this unceasing watchiulnes 
tender solicitude for the volunteer, he proved himself woithy « - 
name of “ the soldier’s friend.” = 

In his administration of the civil affairs of the State he met and 
mounted difficulties of the most perplexing nature. Here 
showed his superior executive ability. When a hostile Ley 
adjourned without appropriating money with which to car 
State government, he borrowed $2,000,000 on his persona! 


of payment, provided for the prisons, the asylums, kept fo: 


and difficulties, beginning at atime when the slaveholding States 
were resolving themselves out of the National Union, after the Mont- 
gomery Congress had assembled, and when civil war seemed inevita- 
bh In the very first moment of his official life he stood at the 
threshold of the est extraordinary epoch in the history of the na- 
tion. an epoch destined to bring ont his immense executive and ad- 
ministrative ability. The revolution into which he was thrust so 
suddenly created an opportunity in which he was permitted to be 
both the hero of a principle and an occasion. In that stupendous 
crisis every public man was expected to act and to act promptly and | the whole civil machinery in motion without a clog or a jar, and s, 
decisively. What a great work was now before him! In that day | the honor of the State by the prompt payment of the interest o 
ot gloom, of blood, of tears, and of peril to the Republic, he did not | debt. 

stand 


Twice was heelected by the unanimous vote of his part fito the S 
ate of the United States. He entered the Senate at atime when ( 
gress had to deal with the difficult and delicate subject of recoust; 
ing the seceding States. In this important and exciting controyers 
he took a prominent part. Of his position in the Senate it is e 
to say that in that most exacting tribunal he was accorded a foreni«: 
place. By some, perhaps by many, his views upon the subject of ; 
construction were thought extreme; but it was atime when even o 
servatism was extreme, when all opinions and sentiments wer 
enthusiasm. This is not a fit time to approve or condemn his opini 
or his policy. We were too much actors and partisans in that \ 
troversy and we stand too near that day of bitterness to pass inpar 
tial judgment on its statesmen or their measures. In some future day, 
when the men of this era shall havé passed away and their legis\a 
tion and their ideas shall have been tested by years of national ex), 
rience, it will be a proper time to praise or censure them. Posierity 
will review their work and pass upon it fairly ; we cannot. 

His love for the Union was an absorbing passion, and it gave colo 
and direction toevery thought and act of his public life. He believed 
the revolt of the South a crime, and that— 


Universal amnesty would remove the last mark of legal disapprobativn of | 
crime ; ‘that it would be a declaration to posterity that there was nothing wror 


the rebellion; that it involved no criminality; that it was an honest ditferenc: 
opinion between parties, without crime on either side. 


With folded arms and bated breath, irresolute 


| 
| 
| 
| 


but met so courageously the trying responsibilities of his office, so 
ably and faithfully discharged every duty due his Government and 
people, that he speedily became one of the marked characters in this 
era, so crowded with illustrious names. Of the Union people of his 
State he was at once the recognized leader and oracle. From the 
beginning he was an undisguised coercionist. He believed that to 
parley with treason was to become its accomplice ; that the nation 
could not hesitate to strike when the wager of battle was tendered 
without hazarding its existence and jusily meriting the contempt of 
mankind. 


In October, 1860, in a public address, he stated his position. 
Said he 


Shall we surrender the nation without a struggle and let the Union go with merely 
few hard words? If it was worth a bloody struggle to establish this nation it is 
worth one to preserve it, and I trast we shall not, by surrendering with indecent 


haste, publish to the world that the inheritance our fathers purchased with their 
blood was given up to save ours 

























Again he said: 


What is coercion but the enforcement of the law? Is anything else intended or 
required? Secession or nullitication can only be regarded by the General Govern- 
ment as individual action upon individual responsibility. Those concerned in it 
can not intrench themselves behind the forms of the State government so as to 
give their conduct the semblance of legality, and thus devolve the responsibility 
upon the State government, which of itself isirresponsible. The Constitution and 
laws of the United States operate upon individuals, but not upon States, and pre- 
cisely as if there were no States. In this matter the President has no discretion. 
Ile has taken a solemn oath to enforce the laws and preserve order, and to this end 
he has been made Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy. How can he be 


absolved from responsibility thus devolved upon him by the Constitution and his 
official oath? 


Upon this question he did not leave his opinion to conjecture, I: 
his place in the Senate he said : 
It should be definitely established as a principle in our Constitution, bot 


judicial decision and example of punishment, that rebellion is treason, that tre: 
is a crime which may not be committed with impunity. 


He earnestly desired peace, a sincere and lasting peace, a restored 
Union, the re-establishment of cordial and kindly relations bet 
the lately hostile sections, but was inflexibly opposed to a truce 
kered up by the adoption of what he conceived to be temporary and 
doubtful expedients. When peace came he meant it should be au 
abiding peace, one acknowledging the supremacy of the Constitution 
and the law and respecting and securing to the humblest every right 
of American citizenship. The sovereignty of right over force, of iu- 
telligence over prejudice, of the people over governments, was 4 
cardinal point in his political creed, and he upheld it with the zeal 
of an apostle. To the amendments, to every advance movement of 
his party, he gave his unqualified support, and in his philosophy no 
system of government was republican that was not at once a clurter 
of human rights and a gospel of political equality. : 

As a party man he was extreme, ofttimes bitter, assailing parties 
and measures with unusual asperity. To him politics meant war, 
and in the heatof the campaign he neither asked nor gave quarter. 
In these exasperating party struggles he was aggressive, assaulting 
his adversaries with much acrimony, regardless of the wounds he 
might inflict or the retribution he might provoke. Naturally he was 
a generous and chivalrous man. His political convictions, however, 
were fashioned in the midst of desperate, lawless war, when there 
were beating of drums and mustering of armed men, when thousauds 
of his friends and neighbors were going down before the iron tetl- 
pest of shot and shell. He should be judged by the times in which 
he lived. 


Poets say that the clouds assume the form of the countries over which they have 
passed, and, molding themselves upon the valleys, plains, or mountains, aoqulre 
their shapes, and move with them over the skies. 


So it is with the human mind: it models itself upon the epoch 
which it lives, and puts itself in sympathy with the impulses and 
passions of the times. The lessons of war are always stern, and Uicy 
temper the manners, morals, and politics of the people. Love, charity, 
the tenderer instincts of our nature, are speechless in the presence e! 
its desolation. It is natural that the man should gather Luspste tion 
from the events in which he plays a leading part, and that he should 
become, to a large extent, the impersonation of the period in which 
he lives and acts. 

As a political leader, an organizer of parties and campaigns, he 
was unsurpassed. His party accepted his leadership unquestioned 
and with confidence that he would win success if victory were pes 
sible. He was an indefatigable worker. Although partially para 
lyzed, and unable to walk without difficulty, he took charge o! - 
canvas and visited and spoke in every section of his State. Unable 


From these positions he never retreated and in their maintenance 
he never faltered. 

When the war cloud burst in thunders over our people, and our 
fields were drenched in blood, he proved himself equal to the occasion. 
He grasped the dreadful events of the time with an iron resolution 
and astern hand; he hesitated in the presence of no danger ; no peril 
overtook him unprepared, and his resources were as boundless as the 
necessity that required them. 

A petty hand 
Can steer a ship becalmed, but he that will 
Govern and carry her to ends, must know 
His tides, his currents, how to shift his sails, 
W bat she will bear in foul, what in fair weathers, 
Where her springs are, her leaks and how to stop them, 
What strands, what shelves, what rocks do threaten her. 


He who would pilot a State safely when rocked upon the rough 
sea of devastating war should have steady nerves, a clear head, be 
eapable of carrying her to her ends in spite of tempests and false 
lighison the shore, of understanding the channels of human thought, 
sympathy, and action, of molding public opinion and setting the 
tides and currents of all these steadfastly against the dangers that 
imperil her. 

Governor MORTON, by the judicions management of his State, 
which at the beginning of the rebellion was in serious danger from a 
divided public sentiment, showed himself possessed of such qualities 
in an unusual degree. 

lo the cause of the Union throughout that protracted struggle he 
consecrated every energy and impulse of his nature, suffering no dis- 
aster to appal, no defeat to discourage him; but in every vicissitude 
of that memorable conflict he had an abiding faith in the ultimate 
suceess Of the national cause. To him the war was a contest in 
which slavery was measuring swords with free representative gov- 
ernment, and he believed the victory of the insurgents would be the 
doom of the Republic. 

Daring the war his labors were simply Herculean. No call was 
made upon his gallant State but that was responded to with alacrity. 
Under his administration more than two hundred thousand troops 
were mustered and sent to the field; nineteen thousand officers put 
in commission ; arms, clothing, camps, and camp equipage supplied ; 
soldiers’ homes erected, sanitary commissions and soldiers’ pay agencies 
organized. He personally supervised every detail of this immense 
work. He anticipated and supplied every want of the Indiana sol- 
dier. He kept himself informed of the location of every regiment, 








1 on the platform he sat on his chair, often in the open air, 


” a e so as to reach the uttermost limits of the vast crowds that 
a ed to hear him. Although not ‘fluent like Cicero, nor like 


iwnificent,” he was a captivating speaker, and the peopie 


7 aad ce about him until he uttered his last word. In his ad- 
be reached the reason of the multitude and often aroused an 
se enthusiasm. 

; I have seen 

The dumb men throng to see him, and the blind 

To hear him speak: The matrons tlung their gloves 

Ladies and maids their scarfs and handkerchiefs 

Upon him as he pas sel, 
” Did pluck allegiance from men’s hearts 

Loud shouts and salutations from their mouths. 
4< » public speaker he was clear, distinct, and intense, but never 
. « passion to tatters.’ He made his words the servants of 

oc i rhts. and subordinated’ style to matter. He was seldom 


ons. and never coarse. His language was correct, but he em 

shed his sentences With none of the charms of classical literature 

beauties of poetry, and never decked a sophistry in specious 

< simply to charm or allure. Without great learning, his re- 

ove of common sense supplied ample sources of argument, and his | 
eevere logic always secured attention, and even challenged the re- 
ewet of those Who differed most widely with him in opinion. His 
ner was easy, natural, and wholly without ostentation. In ar- 

ingement he was not always methodical, but his argument was | 
en in unadorned Saxon and with a perspicuity that made it com- 
nsible to the most uncultivated mind. He was essentially a 
ts rman, and there was at all times and upon all occasions an im 


nosing Vigor and compactness in his language and his logic that 
kept alive the interest of his auditory. He was only eloquent in his 


ity to “beat down the argument of his adversary and to put a | 
etter one in its place.” 

If to abandon a position found to be unsupported by facts, faulty 
in logic, or rendered untenable by the alterations of time or condi- 
tious, subjects one to the charge of inconsistency, Senator MORTON 
jot always consistent. At the first he antagonized the policy out 
hich the fifteenth amendment grew and combated it with his 
characteristic ability, but it is to his credit that he was unwillingto | 
cling to an error simply to vindicate his consistency. As unyielding | 
as he seemed to be in the championship of bis opinions, he recognized 
the law of progress and laid under contribution the light of advane- | 





knowledge. 

Senator MORTON belonged to no church. Only once during our long 

juaintance did I hear him talk at any length on the subject of re- 

ion. We were going to a political meeting and he had with him 
a copy of Lamartine’s Girondists, from which he read me the an- 
thor’s account of the deaths of Mirabeau, the tribune, and of Vergi- 
nand, the philosophie deputy of the Gironde. He spoke of Mira- 
heau’s dying words: 

Environ me with music, sprinkle me with incense, and crown me with fiowers, 
at I may pass into eternal sleep. 
{nd then turning to the story of the last night passed by the con- 
demned deputies in the old conciergerie he read me the last discourse | 
of Verginaud. Said the condemned man: 


Death is but the greatest act of lifg, since it gives birth to a higher state of ex- | 
ence. Were it not thus there would be something greater than God. It would | 
¢ just man immolating himself uselessly and hopelessly for his country. This 
sition is full of blasphemy, and I repel it with contempt and horror. No! 
ul is not greater than God, but God is more just than Verginatid, and will | 
uiter him to ascend the scaffold but to justify him in future ages 











He then put in contrast the philosopby and faith of these historic 
men—Mirabeau going down into the gloom of the grave without a 
hope beyond and blaspheming the religion and teachings of the Naz- | 
arene with his last breath; Verginaud, in the sight of the guillotine, 
condemned to die at the next sunrise, reproving the skeptical levity 
of his colleagues, and discoursing with an inspired eloquence upon 
unmortality, and proclaiming his unfaltering belief that his martyr- 
dom would conduct him through the grave into a higher and hap- 
pier life. Twenty years have rendered indistinct the language of 
Senator MORTON on this occasion, and I will not attempt to repeat 
it, but Lremember that this reading led to a conversation in which 
he expressed his faith in immortality and the Christian system. He 
seemed not to regard the ceremonial of religion, but believed in a 
religion of feeling, of works, rather than of opinion; a religion of | 
‘ove as broad and high as the Infinite, embracing the whole human | 
racé; one that disearded the “dry husks of creeds” and planted itself 
upon the broadest philanthropy and tolerance. 

Senator MORTON achieved no place or power by bribery, nor did 
he retain any by bargain or intrigue. In private and in public life 
he was an honest man. As governor he expended millions of the 
puble moneys, made numerous and extensive contracts for Army 
Suppues, and, after a most rigid inquiry into his official conduct not 
. Mrthing was found to have been misappropriated. One who bit- 
‘erly assailed him living, after his death paid this just tribute to the 
integrity of his official life : , 
With ein an age of venality, of depravity and bribery, he kept his hands clean. 
with iodo Gee hing hims« If possessed by few, he contented himself 
emocracy he ore, oat ey and illustrated by the simplic ity of his habits the | 
’ professed. If he had vices, cupidity was not one of them 








| neighbors, who pronounced his fur 
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But at last it is in the domestic relation we learn men best. Man’s 
domestic life is a sure and unerring index to his heart. To know 
him he must be seen at home, in that mystic circle of wife and chil- 
dren; that rallying-place of the affections. At the family hearth- 
stone, where his joys and griefs, his hopes and his aspirations are 
laid bare, we learn his inner nature. One of Senator MorRTON’s 


funeral discourse, said of him: 





He was a conspicuous exampk dernes ; it passed the bounds of ordinary 
family love as the friendship of i 1 and Davi surpassed the ordinary ten 
| derness of men, It was a passion that died or waned. When burdened 


with such cares and tangled d 








ities as no other nor of his State or any State 
ever carried, he still welcomed to his crowded office at all hours his wife and chil 
dren, and never failed to greet them with kisses. It put away the great cares of 


State te embrace those he loved 


To his home and family he was devoted, for there children and 


nil } 
ried | 


A loving wift 





im more 


Than Fame's emblazoned zeal 
And one sweet note of tenderness 
Phan Triumph’s wildest peal 





But O11VER P. MORTON was weary and has gone to 


t 
Rest in the bosom of God, till the brief sleep 
Of death is over, and a happier life 


Shall dawn to waken his insensibie dust 


All that is mortal of him who for sixteen years was a notable figure 
in the most eventful and heroic era of the Republic, who enchained 
the attention of listening multitudes and Senates, and to whom a 
great party looked for counsel and leadership, lies in the cemetery 
near the capital of the State he served solong and well. He has joined 
the pale battalions that have answered the roll-call of the great Cap- 
tain. Near by the grave where he rests lie hundreds of those who, 
in answer to his call, went out to the battle-fields of the nation and 
challenged death 


In the fevered swamp and by the black bayou 


| and in the din of the fight. Hereafter, when the May-day comes and 


floral offerings are brought to adorn the tombs of these dead heroes, 


his hands will bear no wreath and decorate no grave. He will never 
more pay tribute to their patriotism and courage. 
| For his lips are mute, his hands palsied 


And his eye dark with the mists of death 


and he has lain down to sleep with them. There we must leave him, 
for 
He was weary, worn with watching 
His life-crown of power hath passed 
Oft on the temples sadly aching 
He was weary, let him rest 
Toll, bells at the « ipital 
Bells of the land, toll! 
Sob out your grief with brazen lungs 
Toll! toll! toll 


Mr. HARDENBERGH. Mr. Speaker, it has been a custom coeval 
with our Government when a member of the Senate or of the House 


| is called to his final rest during the term of his official service that 


such of those who served with him as may be selected by the dele- 
gation from his own State shall pronounce his eulogy and thus give 
additional solemnity to an occasion which invites us to the most sober 
of reflections. In the varied phases of our American life the spirit 
of progress pays but little attention to ancestral homes, and but few 
of our families but find themselves linked by kindred with othe por- 
tions of our Union, and notably so those of my own State with the 
young empires of the West 

* It is thus of New Jersey I weave to-day a chaplet to the memory 
of the departed Senator, whose immediate family, though long since 
removed from her limits, yet, through many of their kindred, adorn 
her history and still live to give impress to her policy and her prog 
ress. Death has again spread his sable wing over this Capitol, and 
we stand to-day within its shadow ; and the significance of the occa- 
sion is that, though a great man has fallen, all are equal in that 
mysterious presence. What is position, honor, glory, when the in- 
exorable tyrant treads a monarch down as easily asa worm? The 
Senator now lying so low, and removed so far, was of the most dis 
tinguished among the public men whose names were written upon 
the roll of our national legislation. 

But yesterday he stood in front of the people, his ear to their heart, 
his voice for their utterance. The cares of the State, of the nation, 
upon his shoulders, he grappled with those high concerns which in- 
volve the empire of the mind and sought to set the stars in their 
courses which should direct and influence the generation in which he 
lived, and for whom he labored. To-day,deaf to the applause of friends, 
the taunts of foes, the sweet voices of love, all heedless of his fair 
renown, iusensible to glory. Between that yesterday and this to-day 
is an abyss no line bas sounded, and the world with all its wisdom 
knows not what it is. But in that brief space the wave of life has 
come and goue. We saw its rising strength, its accumulating vol- 
ume, its bounding and storm-tossed crest. As we gazed it had broken 
and became lost in the eternal sea. We stand upon the shore and 
seek in vain the refluent waters. There shall be no return. We but 
repeat to-day the dirge which ever hath been chanted since time be- 
gan and will be carried on in melancholy cadence until time itself 
shall end. 


Partisanship is hushed and justice finds a voice in the presence of 


| the dead. Such an hour, a momentary interlude in the play of pas- 
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sion, here suggests thoughts as to the value of great reputations and 


invokes speculation as to the ultimate influence upon the state of a | life; the war-whoop, the tomahawk, thescalping-knife; the 


life of so much energy and a career of such distinguished public 
service. 
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No stately Parthenon rears its fair and splendid proportions upon | 


this Capitol Ilill to enshrine in enduring beauty the forms of those 
thought worthy of remembrance by the Republic. No Westminster 
Abbey, with its time-defying monuments reared by a mournful state, 


wins hither the wandering and weary feet of the pilgrims of Liberty | 


to the eternal twilight of the dead; but here and there, in quiet 
church-yards all over the land, they are borne amid the tearful bene- 
dictions of a grateful people to rest with their ancestral dust. It 
makes but little difference where lie seattered the bones of the brave 
six hundred of Balaklava while the English tongue continues the 
question, “ When can their glory fade ?” 

Who can determine the intluence upon the Republic of that little 
band of the fathers slowly gathered in immortal beauty beneath the 
Dome of this imposing edifice. We pass within the charmed circle 
ere we enter this Chamber; but who of us ever stopped a moment 
before them that did not feel the blood leap with bright current 
through his veins? Who ever looked upon the heroic forms of Samuel 
Adams and Ethan Allen without a prayer and a benediction, or upon 
the chivalric beauty of Baker without a renewed vow of patriotic 
devotion? These are the silent influences which govern us—these 
the invisible hands which keep alive the vestal tires upon our altars, 
the unconscious monitors which determine and regulate the course 
and progress of human liberty. 

We care but little where lie buried the fathers of the Republic; the 
earth is their sepulcher ; the “ wide-arched empire,” their monument, 
and every language beneath the sun perpetuates their eulogies. Its 


achievements are its strength and their reputation—its highest glory. 
OLIVER P. Morron for many years has been a conspicuous man. 
Upon his introduction to public life he gave marked evidences of the 
possession of those qualities which would insure a successful career. 
He seemed born to be a ruler among men; with a temper and spirit 
that would not easily brook opposition; with a resolute and unflinch- 
ing power of will; with unquestionable reliance upon his own con- 
victions ; with a courage which was undismayed by the presence of 
overwhelming antagonism, he became more defiant as the elements of 
resistance were successfully combined, 

Indeed his was a spirit that reveled inthe storm. Amid tranquil 
and gentle scenes he would enjoy repose, but that rest was the sweetest 
which followed the shock of battle or which enabled him to recruit 
his energies for a more vigorous and determined encounter. Not in 
the peaceful vale of life where the very winds of heaven were sub- 
dued, not where nature herself wasin repose, the fields smiling in ver- 
dure and strewn with flowers, inviting to luxury and ease, did this 
stern Senator find fitting material to gratify ambition or sammon his 
soul to loftiest endeavor. His home was upon Alpine heights, with 
the tempest and the avalanche tostir his heart with their wild mel- 
ancholy to its profoundest depths amid scenes of confusion and tumult 
of popular excitement and seething conflicts cf opinion, his was the 
master-spirit that could “ride the whirlwind and direct the storm.” 
Fearless, collected, and immovable, he was not to be diverted from his 
purpose by intimidation or execration on the one hand, or blandish- 
ments or cajolery on the other. 

His position was never one of doubt. Always at the front, with 
ringing voice, the mien and gesture of authority, Achilles-like he 
“pined for the fierce joy and tumult of the fight.” 

To a soul so tempered the events of the past twenty years have 
furnished ample opportunity for development. The threatening 
complications, the gathering gloom, the menace of the sections, the 


mutual detianee which charged the northern and the southern sky | 


unchained the lightning in his breast, and with swift, unsparing 
vigor he launched his thunders forth until hill and valley echoed 
back the sound, and armed men, fresh from the hearth, the work- 
shop, and the field were marshaled in hot haste to vindicate what 
they believed to be the dearest right of the citizen and the most 
sacred obligations of the State. No man can charge the governor 
of Indiana at the period of which I speak with exercising any timid, 
doubtful, or vacillating policy. No man can truthfully assert that 
he faltered once, or for an instant quailed in assuming the tremen- 
dous responsibility created by a fierce and fratricidal war. 


The tires that were kindled on every mountain-top, the trumpet | 


tones that awakened the echoes in every valley were significant to 
him of a great and overmastering emergency. 

A national catastrophe, a separation into disjointed fragments of 
the glorious structure which he had hoped was to endure throughout 
the ages, and which as the highest expression of human wisdom was 
to secure for the race the perpetual enjoyment of civil and religious 
liberty under the benign protection of the law—what wonder that 
as he read the signals the lurid flame shut out the stars, shut out 
the heavens, shut out all thought of mercy and all gentle thoughts. 
At home, when a boy, he heard from his father’s lips the story of the 
Republic. The unknown, the undiscovered shore; the voyage of 
Columbus over an untracked waste ; a new world beyond the setting 


sun like a star risen from the ocean, with its strange inhabitants, its | 


wondrous wealth, its marvelous promise; the bleak December where 
the pilgrim fathers built on a rock the great cathedral of freedom, 
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with the sea chanting its eternal anthems ; the desolation of 8s 


—. 


AVage 

: “ : Perpetual 

struggles of the colonists; the convulsions which attended the birth 
of States; the sublime utterances of independence 


p i 3 ; the battle-tields 
of the Revolution; the peerless Washington ; the government estab 


lished under the Constitution; the consammate wisdom which qi. 
tinguished the great charter of human rights; the marveloys ‘ ‘ 
incredible energy which has reclaimed a continent from a woos, 
waste to all the great uses of the most advanced civilization. ° 
country, a nation, his own, his grandsires, his children’s, theirs to the 
end of time with its glorious memories, its hallowed associations al 
its golden promise—“all this rushed with his blood,” and as hyo cy 
the glittering ranks and heard the firm tread of hostile armies | 
had but one thought, he breathed but one prayer. 

It was to strive to the uttermost with all the power which God hag 


| given him that he might resist with all the aids to be derived fpoy 








earth and sea and sky or from the powers beneath the eartl), 

He met the requirements of the hour with a fortitude, a patience 
a laborious industry, an unceasing faith in the final success whip, 
found no disccuragement, and no man rejoiced with a more; xceed. 
ing joy than did he when the issues were determined and the unty 
and indivisibility of the nation were established in peace. ; 

It could not be supposed that a man of such force, so much weight 
of brain, so much strength of will, so much intense individuality. 
could pass through such a strife without forming conclusions of, 
decided and permanent character. With hiw principles were inde. 
pendent of the man. He would combat opinions withont respect to 
persons. He had no disposition to compromise, to arrange, to weigl 
one force against another, to arbitrate in doubtful matters, to giv, 


| and take as policy should decide, to smooth down rough edyes that 
great names are the foundation and pillars of the State; their | 


a wrong should insinuate itself upon the side of right and tind en- 
couragement on the ground of avoiding useless controversy. With 
him the path of duty only was the path of safety, and no matter 
through what difficult or dangerous roads it were necessary to tray- 
erse to perform that duty as he understood it he would be deterred 
by no fears, no threats, no inducements of personal aggrandizement, 
to abandon the severer and more painful course. 

It may be no disparagement to say that he was ambitions of 
power—not so much the direct control of men as the ability to use 
them to enforce and carry into effect those measures he conceive to 
be the wisest and the best adapted to promote the ends he had in 
view. And isthere a man upon the roll of all such as have been distin 
guished in our annals who would not seek and exercise such power! 
No man has become truly great by negation. It is the agyressive, 
the positive, the calculating and determined energy of fearless and 
tireless pursuits which in the history of mankind has distinguished 
one man above another. 

We all remember with what apparent vindictiveness and harsb- 
ness he insisted upon the scheme of reconstruction. He was mowill- 
ing to relegate power to other hands than those who would use it 
as in his judgment it should be used. But he was better adapted 
the elements of which he was composed found more congenial labor 
in resisting disintegration than in rebuilding the shattered frame- 
work of the Republic. His was a special ministry, and well and 
bravely did he exercise it. 

Senator MORTON was no time-server; he never bent “the pregnant 
hinges of the knee” that thrift might follow fawning. He was direct, 
outspoken, without a shadow of hypocrisy, and in all his personal 
relations he was the affectionate counselor, the steadfast friend, the 
generous ‘patron, the disinterested ally, the uncompromising enemy 
of craft, of dissimulation, as well as of cant and insincerity. ; 

How grateful to the memory of those who were upon terms ol 
privacy and intimacy with him must be the recollection of his many 
endearing and kindly virtues. To all ragged and manly attributes 
he added a tender and gentle spirit which especially fitted him for 
companionship and drew others to him with hooks of steel. Strong 
in his attachments, affectionate in his sympathies, he clung to the 
ties of kindred and of domestic love with an ardor and sensibilils 


| no time, no distance could weaken or diminish. None other than 


those who thus knew him best can so well appreciate the sore be- 
reavement his departure has occasioned; but the sacredness of prl- 


| -vate grief we shall not violate. 


His public career is before the world. Prominent in the councils of 
the nation, a gladiator upon the arena, he challenged and he detied 
criticism of that august body whose deliberations are betore th 
world ; he was of the foremost in debate. ; hs 

He easily extracted the pith and marrow of a subject and hurled 
his lance at the weak points of an adversary’s armor with remath 
able skill and power. He could take heavy blows without wines, 
and one could not tell from any external expression whether a vil 
point had been penetrated or not. I attempt not to delineate te 
peculiar qualities of the great Senator’s mind. An accurate analysis 
requires far more comprehensive knowledge than mine can {W nish to 
set forth in just measure and accurate detail the strength and pos 


| the logical clearness, the profound thought, and acute discrimination 


which distinguished his career. As a party man his allegiance we 
faithful and his discipline exacting. ; 

I do not propose toconsider the personal antagonism or the partis" 
rancor evoked by a character so uncompromising and so determi . 
In the collision of opposing interests, in the struggle to establish 
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. vos of administration irreconcilable and incapable of adjust- 
princi? e hostility of sects, of parties, and of individuals is a neces- 
ae \ consequence attending elaborate and infldmmable discussion. 
- , temper irritated by the malice of envy or aroused by the vio- 
But of revenge is to be distinguished from the earnestness which 
a tes conviction or the fortitude which inspires the assertion of 
unpopular but far-reaching and comprehensive methods. The sur- 
face of the ocean may be vexed by inconstant and variable winds 
hating the current and driving them from their course. It is the 
»rolonged and mighty sweep of the tempest at whose commands the 
caverns of the deep are unlocked, her billows lifted to the skies, and 
-he startled shores lashed and quivering beneath their remorseless 
_— Speaker, on an occasion like this it is not becoming, as it would | 
not be desirable, to arraign positions assume 1 upon questions which 
have been the subject of high controversy within these legislative 
Chambers, and which have not yet passed from the public observation. 
His opponents recognize his ability, for they have felt his power. 
The arm so often raised to strike is nerveless; the flashing eye is 
closed; the stalwart form is prostrate ; all-conquering death hath 
sealed the lips so eloquent to maintain and to defend in highand well- 
considered argument. We remember only that he was true to him- 
self and false to no man; that his speech was the faithful inter- 
preter of his own thoughts and his conduct the just expression of his 
judgment; that he overtasked the prime of his life in laborious 
efforts to inaugarate a policy which he believed would best promote | 
the general welfare; that, harassed by physical infirmities, disturbed 
bv the encroachments of disease, oppressed by the solicitude which 
accompanies a sense of wasting powers, he nerved himself with un- 
faltering courage to meet the obligations of the hour. 

He fed the exhausting flame of life upon an altar consecrated to 
the public service, and only with his last sigh expressed, in the 
pathetic words, “T am worn out,” surrendered to the inevitable con- 
ditions which limit all ambition and all hope when earth is fading 
from sight and the weary eye is straining toward the immortal | 
shore. 

But still the man remains immortal in the imperishable record he | 
has wade, in the unfading honors he has won, in the deathless in- 
fluence of his precepts and his example. 

What means this brief span of life, with its cares, aspirations, its 
strnggles, its triumphs, its defeats ? 

Are the waters of Lethe to drown all in dark oblivion, and the de- 
vouring grave toconsume these activities forever? Ah, Mr. Speaker, 
it were but a poor reward for all our ambition that the laurel-leaf 
should be entwined upon our tomb, though the generations of the 
future even should keep it green with their tears. Man in all his 
wide domain hath no gift of honor which can satisfy the desires of 
an immortal soul. 

Let passion be hushed, for the grave is silent. Let flowers only 
spring from the mold, as emblems of that purer and better nature 
which alone will live in our memories and shall be cherished within 
our hearts. 





The hearse is passed, the knell is rung, 
The pageant and the pomp are done ; 
A statesman lies at Christian rest, 

Ita conclamatum est. 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, OLIVER P. MorTON, Indiana’s great- 
est statesman, is numbered among the illustrious dead. He was a 
native of that State, born in Wayne County, August 4, 1823, and 
always remained a resident of it until his death. He died at the 
city of Indianapolis, Novem er 1, 1877, in his fifty-fifth year. 

Among those who have attained national prominence as leaders of 
men, either in the early years of the Republic or in the not less 
eventful times of our own day, there has been no one in all the long 
and glorious list of patriotic statesmen who was so much to his State 
as Was OLIVER P. MORTON to Indiana; no one whose record was so 
great a part of his State’s history; no one whose influence in his | 
State was so powerful and so universally acknowledged; no one 


whose death has left so great a void or been more deeply and sin- 
cerely mourned. 





Long shall we seek his likeness—long in vain, 
And tarn to all of him which may remain, 
Sighing that Nature form’d but one such man. 


Governor MORTON came of good old English stock that emigrated | 
to this country about the time of the breaking out of the revolu- | 
uonary war, whose most prominent traits of character he inherited 
in an unusual degree. His strong practical common sense, his in- 
domitable will, his inflexibility of purpose, his courage that never 
faltered in opposing what he believed to be wrong, his confidence 
that such opposition must end in victory, however gloomy might 
seem the present prospect—all these were ancestral traits that gave | 
to his life a large measure of success, and placed him among the most 
conspicuous in the political history of the nation. 

He was not born to inherit riches or to be nursed in the lap of lux- 
ury; he had none of the advantages which ample fortune bestows ; 
nor, on the other hand, was his ambition repressed or “the genial 
current of his soul” frozen by the cruel frosts of poverty. His motber 
died when he was but four years old, and several years of his child- 
ood were passed with her relatives in Springdale, Ohio. His facili- 





ties for acquiring information were meager, but he made the most of 
them and gained a thorough knowledge of the rudimentary branches 
of acommon English education. Whether on the rude bench of a 
country school-house during a brief winter session or toiling at the 
hatter’s trade, to which he was apprenticed at fifteen years of age, 
he wasted no opportunity of increasing his mental stores. His leisure 
hours and the odds and ends of time which most boys devote to play 
were utilized by him in reading and study. He did not neglect his 
trade. There was in him no contempt of labor, no scorn of laborers, 
for he always honored each; but his rapid intellectual growth, his 
unusual fondness for reading, and his remarkable judgment, which 
prompted him to select the best standard authors, historical, scien- 
tific, and metaphysical, induced the friends who were most interested 
in his welfare to give him an opportunity for further and more rapid 
progress in mental culture. 

He attended a seminary in his native county and subsequently en- 
tered Miami University, at Oxford, Ohio, but did not remain there to 
complete the regular course. At college he attained reputation as a 
ready and forcible debater. Rapidity of thought and clearness of 
expression were his characteristics then as in after years. While 
others were pondering the proper words with which to fitly clothe 
their ideas, his thoughts found instant expression in plain, forcible, 


| and appropriate terms. Throughout his life he showed wonderful 


command of language, and yet his store of words was neither rich 
nor beautiful but strong, poited, and convincing. He oftenevinced 
great mastery of eloquence, swaying the minds of juries, popular 
audiences, and legislative bodies, but his success as a speaker was 
not owing so much to the elegant manner of expression as to the 
strong, compact, and logical thoughts so forcibly uttered by him. He 
spoke the language of the masses so that “‘ the common people heard 
him gladly,” he used no word beyond their comprehension; but so 
fitly chosen were his words that they were equally well adapted to 
the ear of a statesman, a common laborer or a scholar, to the Senate 
or to a promiscuous audience upon the stump. 

While others sought to erect gorgeous palaces, with columns and 
shafts of finely carved and polished marble, in which ornamentation 
and beautiful finish were more studied than strength of structure, he 


preferred to build strong walls of plain and solid granite. 


Leaving college at the age of twenty-two, he began the study of 
law at Centreville, in his native county, and prosecuted this study 


| with the utmost energy and thoroughness. He brought to the task ex- 


haustless patience, keen perception, a wonderfully retentive memory, 
and robust physical health. He worked with untiring zeal and with 
a firm determination to master each step in his upward and onward 
career. Admitted to the bar in 1847, he struggled for success amid 
many discouragements; but courage and pluck triumphed; he at- 
tained a large and, for those days and that section, a lucrative prac- 
tice. In civil and criminal cases he was alike eminent; and, had he 
continued to devote his time and energies to his profession, there is 
no reason to doubt that he would have attained the highest profes- 
sional fame and ample fortune. Few men ever surpassed him in 
power to plant conviction in the mind of a court or jury, which made 
him successful as a practitioner and soon gave him the reputation 
as an attorney who seldom lost a case. 

To review the political career of Senator MORTON would consume 
hours, where I have only moments. He was originally a democrat, 
but cast off his allegiance to that party when its proslavery tenden- 
cies were manifested in the repeal of the Missour! compromise; and 
from that hour to the close of his life he was among the foremost, often 
the most conspicuous opponent to the policy and measures of the 
democratic party. 

The month of November, 1560, found the country hopelessly and 
helplessly, to all appearances, drifting to certain ruin. Secession 
conventions had been called in the South, armies were being formed 
there and drilled, and the determination of political leaders in that 
section to destroy the Union was but too painfully apparent. In 
the North there was almost fatal hesitancy and a spirit of compro- 
mise that, had it been permitted to prevail, would have been adeath- 


| blow to national unity. It was at that critical moment, says a recent 


biographer of Senator MORTON 


That a strong man rose in Indianapolis and sounded the key-note of northern 
patriotism. His words were bold, his bearing was brave, his enthusiasm was 
inspired. His central thought was that the Constitution provided no way for the 
Southern States to get out of the Union and that they must be kept in, if need be 








by force. The whole question,” said he is summed up in tl is proposition: 
‘Are we one nation, one peopl thirty-three nations, or thirty-\ ree independent 
and petty States The state of the proposition farnishes the answer. If 
we are one nation then no State right to secede. Se ion can only be the 
result of successful revolution. 1: er the question | you, and I knew that 
my answer will tind a true respons very true American heart, that we are one 
weople , one nation, undivided and indivisible lf South Carolina gets oat of the 





Tnion, I trust it will be 


: t of the bayonet, after our best efforts have 
failed to compel her to su 





i » the laws his was what the North was 
waiting to hear. The speech w ike wild-fire over the country. Mr. Lincoln 
declared that it covered the whol ound and outlined the policy which he would 
pursue. It was not only wise and patriotic; it was prophetic. 





In 1860 he was elected lieutenant-governor, and in January, 1861, 
he became governor, by t election of Governor Henry 8. Lane to 
the United States Senate, and from that moment he became prominent 
before the nation, prominent as few men ever have been or ever can 
be, for the occasion of his prominence was an event not likely to recar 
again in our national history. 
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It is as the war governor of Indiana that Morton is best known, | not that merely of a great and good man, but it 
and whoever shall truly write the history of that eventful period | calamity. 
cannot fail to place the name and deeds of OLIVER P. MORTON among In his last sicknéss he was a great sufferer, but he bore his aff 
the very foremost of those that saved the Republic. In his State, | tions with patience and resignation, and when worn out by a nt : 
more than any other of the Northern States, there was sympathy | with a heart free from malice, he closed his high career in the ae 
with the rebellion and opposition to the war. But Governor Mor- | of death, loved, honored, and respected by the people of his & ~ 
rONn’s resistless energy swept all sympathy and opposition from his and nation, whom he served so faithfully and so well, aoe 
pathway and inspired even the timid and faint-hearted with some- 
thing of his own great courage, his own unyielding hope. His Mr. GARFIELD. For all the 
capacity as an organizer and his unparalleled executive ability aston- 
ished and delighted all loyal men. He had troops ready in anticipa- 
tion of calls; no call for men ever elicited a tardy or a reluctant re- 
sponse, and in almost every instance Indiana was the first State to 
send a cheering reply to President Lincoln when he asked for fresh 
levies of troops. In advance of every other State of the West in 
preparation for war, Indiana led all others in her care for soldiers in 
the field; and there was hot an Indiana soldier in any of our armies 
who did not kiuow and feel that Governor MORTON was his friend. 

Through all these terrible years, with the same intense earnest 
ness, the same untiring energy, the same unitlinching loyalty, he 
continued to suppert the Union cause and to keep his State in the 
front rank of those on which Mr. Lincoln knew he could rely in any 
emergeney for men anl| money. Treason in his own State could not 
dishearten nor deter his, nor could it find him unprepared to meet 
aud crush it wherever it undertook to assert itself. Hatred 
malice could not divert b.g attention for one moment from the ; 
cause of the imperiled Union. With sublime fortitude he pressed 
on and bore others with him to the glorious end; and had he done 
no more, had his life terminaicd with the close of the war. he would 
still have lived long enough to inseribe his name among 
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great professions know: mm 
Americans special training-schools have been established or epeon. 
aged by law except for that of statesmanship. And yet 1 
sion requires for its successful pursait a wider range of 
special knowledge or a more thorough and varied culture. 

Probably no American youth, unless we except John Quiney Ad 
was ever trained with special reference to the political sery i: 
country. 

In monarchical governments not only wealth and rank but 
ical authority descends by inheritance from father to son, ‘J 
son of an English peer knows from his earliest childhood | 
awaits him in the House of Lords. If he be capable and am)j 

| the dreams of his boyhood and the studies of his youth are dj 
toward the great tield of statesmanship. To the favored 
system affords many and great advantages, and upon the untitled 
many, Whom “ birth’s invidious bar” shuts out from the highest places 
of power, it must rest with discouraging weight. ; 

Our institutions confer special privileges upon no citizen, and y 
may now say they erect no barrier in the honorable career of the hum 
blest American. They open an equal pathway for all and invite thy 
worthiest to the highest seats. The fountains of our strength as 4 
nation spring from the private life and the voluntary efiorts of fort: 
five millions of people. Each for himself confronts the problem 
life, and amid its varied conditions develops the forces with which 
God has endowed him. Meantime the nation moves on in its great 
orbit with a life and destiny of its own, each year calling to iis aid 
those qualities and forces which are needed for its preservation a 
its glory. Now it needs the prudence of the counselor, now the wis 
dom of the law-giver, and now the shield of the warrior to cover its 
heart in the day of battle. And when the hourand the man have met 
and the needed work has been done, the nation crowns her heroes and 
makes them her own forever. 

Such hours we have often seen during the last seventeen years, 
hours which have called forth the great elements of manhood a 
strength from the ranks of our people, and crowded our panthe 
with new accessions of glory. 

Seventeen years ago, at 2 moment of supreme peril, the nati 
called upon the people of twenty-two States to meet around her alt 
and defend her life. 

Of all the noble men who responded to that call, no voice rang out 
with more clearness and power than that of OLIVER P. Morton, : 
young governor of Indiana. He was then but thirty-seven yea 
age. Self-made, as all men are who are worth the making, he | 
risen from a hard life of narrow conditions by tighting his own way 
thinking his own thoughts, and uttering them without fear, until by 
the fortune of political life he had become the chief executive ot his 
State. He saw at once and declared the terrible siguitican 
impending struggle, and threw his whole weight into the coutli 
His State and my own marched abreast in generous emulation. Dui 
he was surrounded by difficulties and dangers which hardly tound a 
parallel in any other State. With unconquerable will and the energy 
| of a Titan, he encountered and overcame them all; and keepiug In- 
| 





The few, the immortal names 
Phat were not born to die 


As a Senator his career was as full of hope and promise to the loyal 
element of the nation as was the bow in the cloud to Noah and his 
children. To him more than to any other man is due the credit of 
such legislation as has preserved some portion of the fruits of Union 
Victories in the late war. In the Senate he passed through no pro- 
bationary state, but at once became prominent and soon the recog- 
nized leader of the dominant parity in that Chamber. 

\s a debater, as a constant participant in extemporaneous discus- 
sion, he has had few equals, if any superior, in the Senate at any 
period of our history. It was not uncommon for him in a ten-min- 

ies off-hand speech to utterly destroy the effect of a long and elab- 
orate oration. The most eloquent statesmen, the ripest scholars, and 
ost graceful speakers dreaded contact with the huge bowlders 
utled by him in debate with so much precision, force, and efiective- 
ness in the form of strong, plain, concise, and logical arguments, and 
with which he assaulted the positions of all who opposed him. With 
the great measures of the American Congress which connect them- 
selves with the questions of liberty, equality, and human rights, the 
ame of Senator MORTON is indissolubly associated. 

ihe political opponents of Senator MORTON always respected him 

for his sincerity and straightforwardness. He detested hypocrisy 


eS 


and despised all cowardly and underhanded dealings. He fought 
boldly and always carried the positions of the enemy by direct as- 
sault in open day, and he never left his opponents in doubt for one 
moment as to how he would act in any emergency. They knew that 
he would oppose them openly, fairly, manfully, and gain his victory, | 
if at all, by such means only as are approved by honorable men. 

As a friend Senator MORTON was, in the highest and best sense of 
the word, loyal. His attachments were not hastily formed; were 
based on strong grounds, and not easily shaken. Much of his influ- 
ence over men was due io the fact that he was true to his friends. 

In tke social circle he was attractive, Tle was not only a good 
talker, but enjoyed liste ning to oLthers who were i iterestibg in con- 
versation, and had the happy faculty of making even the most hum- | 
ble feel at ease and unembarrassed in his presence. He was never 
obtrusive with counsel, but free to give it when asked. He was 
ventle, genial, and fullof the milk of human kindness. He loved 
children and was beloved by them. At his home with his family 
there was no kinder husband nor tenderer father, and no man was 
ever rewarded with greater devotion and purer affection than were 
lavished on him by the members of his domestic circle. 

lor many years and under varied circumstances, in peace and war, 
in sunshine and in shadow, it was my privilege to know and to be 
admitted tothe friendship of OLIVERP.MortToN. I honored him as a 
man and loved him as a friend. It is, perhaps, too soon after the 
bitterness and heart-burnings of the political strife of the last fifteen 
years to expect that all should do justice to his noble qualities of 
head and heart. He was as little influenced by personal animosities 
as any man I ever knew. He could hate what he deemed political 
heresies, and yet cherish kindly feelings toward those who held such 
views. Many of his warm and most intimate friends were opposed to 
himin politics. But he never allowed this difference of opinion to af- 
fect his friendship. Each day of his life he gvew stronger in the affec- 
tions of the people of his own State as well as those of the nation, and 
to OLiver P. MORTON more than any other man did they lock for a 
proper solution of the various troubles, political and financial, which 
now surround and embarrass the country. His loss, therefore, was 


| diana in line with the foremost, he justly earned the title vi one of 
the greatest war governors of that heroic period. 

Thus the great need of the nation called forth and fixed in the 
| enduring colors of fame those high qualities which thirty-seven years 
| of private life had been preparing. 

To learn the lesson of his great life, let us recall briefly its leading 
characteristics. 

He was a great organizer. He knew how to evoke and direct th 
enthusiasm of his people. He knew how to combine and marslial his 
forces, political or military, so as te concentrate them all upon a sil 
gle object and inspire them with his own ardor. 

[have often compared him with Stanton, our great War Secreial 
whose windows at the War Office for many years far into the nig} 
shone out “like battle-lanterns lit,” while he mustered great armies 
and launched them into the tempest of war, and “organized victory 
In the whole circle of the States no organizer stood nearer to him 
in character and qualities and friendship than OLIVER P. Morton. 

His force of will was most masterful. It was not mere stubborn 
ness or pride of opinion which weak and narrow men misiake lor 
tirmness. But it was that stont-hearted persistency which having 
once intelligently chosen an object pursues it through sunshine and 
storm, undaunted by difficulties and unterrified by danger. ‘ain 

He possessed an intellect of remarkable clearness and force. With 
keen analysis he found the core of a question and worked from the 
center outwards. He cared little for the mere graces of spee: h; but 
few men have been so greatly endowed with the power of clear state- 
ment and unassailable argument. The path of his thought was 
straight— 
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Like that of the swift cannon-ball, 
Shattering that it may reach, and shattering what it reaches. 
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va» he had hit the mark he used no additional words and sought His services in the Senate need no formal recital of incidents. 
~Joeoration. ‘These qualities, joined to his power of thinking | From the first, he took and held a place among the ablest in that dis- 
laced him in the front rank of debaters, and every year | tinguished body. No important measure was considered there, dur 
aed his power. ing his term of service, which he did not discuss and elucidate. The 
been said that Senator MORTON was a partisan, a strong | clearness of his style and the earnestness with which he enforced the 
_and this is trae. In the estimation of some this detracts | conclusions of his logic always gave him the attention of the Senate. 
s- fame. That evils arise from extreme partisauship there can | The great occasion found him ready and equal to its demands. His 
But it should not be forgotten that all free governments | power in debate was due, in no small degree, to the unmistakable 
yvovernments. Our great Americans have been great parti- | sincerity and cnthusiasm wich which he yielded to and followed his 
“Senator MORTON was not more partisan than Adams, Jeifer- | convictions. He spoke from a heart filled with belief. His el wpucuce 
Jackson, Clay, Calhoun, Benton, Marshall, ‘Taney, or Chase. | was born in the soul and hence was real, true eloquence. He was not 
wen must have strong convictions, and “one man with « be- | content simply to meet the questions which « 1e before the Senate 
“. greater power than a thousand that have only interests.” 





n the ordinary course of business: lhe indicated measures which 


i 
lip is opinion crystallized, and party organizations are the | the Government would need in coming periods of her life. He was 
ings whereon citizens stand while they build up the wall of | the sagacious statesman. 
y national temple. Organizations may change or dissolve, but Senator MORTON was eminent for his devotion to the republican 
» parties cease to exist liberty will perish. party. He held to it as unfalteringly as he did to the cause of the 


clusion let me say that the memory of Governor MorTON | Union itself. He be lieved in its principles and deemed their triumph 








forever cherished and hopored by the soldiers of my State. | essential to the highest weal of the country. For their triumph his 
fought side by side with the soldiers of Indiana, and on a hun- | voice was heard by millions of his countrymen. It was raised in 
vlorious fields his name was the battle-cry of the noble regi- | dignified argument. Speaking with him was but the logical at 

ts which he had organized and inspired with his own lofty spirit. | rangement of facts and the enforcement of their teachings. ‘This 
fo the nation he has left the legacy of his patriotism and the | was done with the seriousness which honest and deeply cherished 


ample of a great and eventful life. convictions never fail to produce. It is needless to say that he was 
7 | an efiective speaker, that the people delighted to hear him, that they 
ir. DUNNELL. Mr. Speaker, the life and character of the late | honored the man who honored them by the very manner in which he 
r MorTON will be read and admired by generations of Ameri- | addressed them. His campaign speeches were a masterly statement 
itizens yet unborn. The moral and intellectual qualities which | of the issues involved in the canvass. No manin the party surpassed 
lic services developed and made conspicuous were such as all | him in this respect. His opening speeches, as they were often «dk 

» dead must have possessed and exercised. Enduring fame | nominated, were eagerly looked for. They became texts for party 
must bave acause. It is not an accident. It is not attained by a | speakers in every State in the Union. Their effect upon the public 
moderate use of the common qualities of heart or brain, but must be | mind was marvelous and therein attested the genius of their author. 
the offspring of mental or moral powers, clearly and unmistakably But, sir, how vain the effort to recount the labors and the public 
great. The man whose name shall outlive that of his fellows, must | achievements of the lamented Senator. Words failus. We can but 
surpass them in character or deed as much as he would have his name | wonder that a life so soon ended should bear sueh rich, abundant 





go beyond theirs on its way to coming time. fruit. We mourn the dead, yet rejoice that this resplendent life was 
While the subject of our eulogies to-day had in large development | given to the nation. 

pot afew of the rarest traits of human character, I shall be content | We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths 

to call attention to the strength of his convictions and his tenacity | In feelings, not in figures on a dial 


7 He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best 


of purpose. 
lis a ictions were so strong and deep that they banished from 
in every element of moral weakness. He therefore spent no time Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. Mr. 
t or in a discussion of measures suggested by doubt. He lost 
by the intimations of mere expediency. The cause which 
used became a part of his very being, and drove from him 
very vestige of fear. His convictions made him bold. Luther was 
not bolder when he uttered the words which put his name upon the 
imperishable scroll of ‘fame. 
He was tenacious of purpose. With his deep, thorough convic- 
tions he could not have been otherwise. The exciting scenes through 
which he passed between 1861 and the time of his too early death, 
furnished abundant occasions for a display of the traits of character 
to which I have referred. The great Roman poet could describe in 
no juster words the immortal Augustus, than to say of him: 





Speaker, when the wife of 
OLIVER P. MorTON, at the bedside of her dead husband, exclaimed 
“Oh, my boys!” a nation listened, and a nation realized how strong 
the chords that had been broken; how great the life that had gone 
out! 

Real greatness and true worth achieve their loftiest triumphs and 
their best estate when, while fighting the battles of a nation, they 
intrench themselves deeper and stronger in the affections of wife and 
children, neighbor and friend. 

Such a man [think was OLtver P. Morton. If he was great in 
head, he was great also in heart. He ever took the side of the weake1 
party. He was the friend of the friendless and the champion of the 
oppressed. Their wrongs were his wrong; their griefs were his grief, 
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Justum et tenacem propositi virum, and if when his sense of justice was touched and all his energies 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium, were roused, he fought with the fierceness and courage of the lion, 
Non vultus instantis tyranni so when the contest was over he forgave with the simplicity and ten- 
Solida quatit mente. lerness of a child 
cderness of @ child, 
These words give a reason why the succeeding ages have kept the He only wanted to know that the settlement, whatever it might 
deeds and name of Augustus sate from the touch of time. Not less | be, was genuine and sincere. He hated all shams and pretenses. He 
could the American statesman, whose life we fittingly eulogize this | knew nothing of circumlocution; he went straight to the question 
day, than the Roman hero, be moved from his fixed purposes by the | before him, and as his own words sped like bullets to the mark so fine 
ferceness of citizens commanding wrong courses of action or the | phrases and the tricks of speech had no charm for him except as they 
presence of the threatening tyrant or traitor. | stood for the very truth of the matter in question. He was no tem 
It is not strange that OLIVER P. MorTON, almost in a day, passed | porizer. 

from comparative obscurity into a well merited, national renown, He had no heart to build where he felt there was a tlaw in the 
when as governor of Indiana he at once displayed his pre-eminent | foundation. He would sooner dig to the bottom and replace all rot 
fitness to meet the terrible exigencies of the hour. The wicked de- | ten timbers with sound material than rely on the props and stays of 
Vices of his personal enemies and those of his country only the more | expediency to give strength to the superstructure. 
perfectly brought into immediate play the rare gifts of head and | In his earnestness of purpose and in the fire and heat of debate he 
heart with which God had endowed him. It cannot be told here by | was not always the most choice in his use of language, but no man, 
what courage, by what almost superhuman labors, by what consum- | either friend or foe, ever mistook its honest meaning. 
mate use of means, and by what rare wisdom he held his State in the He was atrne man. He shirked no responsibility and shunned no 
orbit of loyalty and duty. His great patriotism could endure no lim- | duty, but whether in the wildest hour of rebellion he struggled for 
's to its exercise less than those which bounded the entire country. | the honor and fidelity of his native State or for the integrity and 
He could not hesitate when the great work was upon him. History | glory of the entire Union, his sledge-hammer blows brought down 
Will not let slip the labors of Governor MORTON during the period of | upon the great anvil of public opinion rang ont the notes to which 
war. He sought out, shaped, and controlled every force. He was | a patriotic land responded. 
ue State itself. In and through him, it acted. It is said of Henry II: For such a man there was and could be but little rest. 
Hie himself was always the center of all power. He remembered everything, he | We are told that he loved his home and all the joys of domestic 
‘tot everything, he cared for everything. Nothing escaped his eye and his | peace, but his public life was a life of storm and battle. It could 

: . not well be otherwise; for while in all the land there was one 
: These words in English history will find their place in American | human being, even one of the humblest of God’s creatures denied a 
ey when the life of Governor MorTON shall be written. An offi- single constitutional right, OLIVER P. MORTON could not and would 
Cll integrity, rendered all the more brilliant by a futile attempt to | not be peaceable. Whatever others might say or do, when he be- 
mpeach it, added its luster to the steady, unyielding tenacity with | lieved that scores and hundreds of American citizens were being 
Which he guided his State into the path of supreme devotion to the | slanghtered in cold blood for the bare assertion of their political 
Republic. He so discharged the vast responsibilities that the nation | rights, he never flinched from saying so either from the rostrum, 


abplanded, and when peace came, the State gave him a seat in the | before the people, or from his seat in the Senate in the presence of 
Senate Chamber of the nation. all his peers. 
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For such a man, I repeat, there was and there could be no peace ; 
and had his life been spared as long as some of us might have hoped, 
it would have been all the same. The contest would have gone on ; 
be would have been assailed, abused, and vilified while living; he 
would have been loved, honored, and revered when dead. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the penalties and these the rewards which 
God himself has attached to the conscientious performance of public 
duty Mr. MorTON was not only a courageous but he was an honest 
man. His lot was cast in the stormiest period of the Republic. For 
seventeen years he stood in the full glare of opportunity. As governor 
of Indiana he disbursed large sums of the public money; he had pat- 
ronage to bestow. In the Senate he frequently became the champion 
of measures involving vast property interests. The disbursement of 
millions of money might turn upon his voice og vote, and yet he died 
leaving a competence only such as a frugal life could gather. 

His style of living was,the most unpretentious. It has been said 
of him that at one time when fashion spread her crimson sails and 
the sea of gaiety rolled unchecked through this capital, Mr. Mor- 
ron’s coachman donned the livery of the time, and the Senator 
observing this, without ostentation of any kind and without at- 
tempting in the slightest degree to dictate as to the tastes or customs 
of others, simply intimated to his coachman that the plain garb of 
the American citizen would do for him and would have to do for the 
driver of his cab; and we all remember that primitive vehicle in 
which, from necessity, he rode from the Capitol to his lodgings. 

These are slight matters,-perhays scarcely worth the mentioning ; 
and yet, in the language of the immortal Lincoln, *‘ the plain people 
will understand them.” 

1 well remember an incident which occurred during the last Con- 
gress. A committee of which I chanced to be a member was charged 
with certain investigations. A witness had mentioned the name of 
Mr. Morton in connection with a proposed improper fee. It was an 
obscure insinuation and in no wise rose to the dignity of a charge. 


no sooner were our doors opened than the rattle of the Senator’s canes 
was heard on the marble stairway leading to the committee-room ; 
and the manner in which he confronted his accuser and the celerity 
with which the charge was withdrawn convinced all who witnessed 
the scene that OLIVER P. MorTON was able and ready to defend his 
honor whenever assailed. 

Mr. Speaker, lam not onthe listof his enlogists because I can pretend 
to have enjoyed his intimate acquaintance. And yet at one time cer- 
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itself initstrue outline and proportions. Sowhenthe mists and; ir 

| stances of the present shall have passed impartial judgment wil] ac, 
OLIVER P. MorTON his proper place in history. [do not proyou., 
attempt that here to-day; but the work for which Greeley wroy.), 
which Sumner prosecuted, which MORTON pushed up to the vey i 
line of death will never be forgotten while American history is w. 
ten or read. : ° 

And as error must give way to truth, force to reas rope 4 
right, injustice to justice, and the equality of law ultimately procs) 
over all alike, so do I believe that the names of Giddings aya (j ts 
ley, Seward and Sumner, Chase and Stevens, Lincoln and W)\. 
will stand all the tests of the future and grow brighter and }; 
as time rolls on. e 

Last, but not least, in this list of departed statesmen, stands the 
name of OLIVER P. MORTON. 

Broken in health, stricken in body, but unconquered and wnco, 
querable in spirit, he stood guard to the last over the precious leg. 
cies left to his care. Et 

But he too is numbered with the dead. His voice is silent and jy 


tain minor committee duties threw me frequently in his society, and | 


I had the good fortune to hear him discuss in the unreserve of social 
intercourse some of the most important questions of the day. I think 
whoever heard him at such times could not fail to be convinced 
that central facts and fundamental ideas were the guiding star of his 
life. 

I remember going to him at one time in the Senate and making the 
inquiry when he expected to complete a speech which he had com- 
menced upon Mississippi atfairs. With an air of gravity amounting 
almost to sadness he replied, “ I am not sure that I shall ever complete 
it.” He then went on to say that his only object in making it was 
to get certain facts before the country, but that, under the policy of 
journalism then in vogue, while whole columns and pages of the re- 
marks of opponents were given to the public, of which he did not 
complain, seareely a dozen lines of these facts were allowed to ap- 
pear. And he added, with an emphasis which I shall never forget: 


Che truth is, taat congressional documents and reports are fast becoming the 
mere tombs of facts which if known in detail would startle the country with 


horror 

That speech was never completed. It remains as he left it, a speci- 
men of his unfinished work. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I sometimes fear the time will yet come in this 
country—which may God in his mercy avert, when that speech, stand- 
ing like a broken column, may prove a monumental reminder to the 
American people that one of their gravest mistakes was that at one 
of the most critical periods of their history they neglected to take 
the advice and counsel of OLIVER P. Morton. 

It has sometimes been charged that in his public acts he was moved 
only by a spirit of hatred. Ido not think the man ever knew the 
feeling of hate, except that hatred which he felt for all forms of 
wrong and injustice. And I think the day is rapidly approaching 
when this will be universally conceded, and when none will be more 
ready to acknowledge it than those who are his bitterest, his ablest, 
and therefore most generous opponents. He simply followed his 
convictions of duty wherever they led him. 


rests at last in the soil of his native State. The snows of winte; 
mantle his grave and the winds that sweep the broad prairies of 
Indiana sing a sad requiem around his tomb. His name wil] be, 
in brass, in bronze, and in marble; but, Mr. Speaker, when brass ani 
bronze shall have corroded and crumbled, when marble shall hay: 
disintegrated and gone to ashes, then, as season follows seaso 
winter releases its grasp and flowers bloom upon his grave, so 
the memory of OLIVER P. MORTON ever spring fresh and gree, 
beautiful in the grateful hearts of a loving people. 


suai 


Mr. HAZELTON. Mr. Speaker, Morton is dead, and the Ameri 
can Congress, which he honored in his life, pauses to-day to pay } 
coming reverence to his memory. They buried him at the capita 


his native State amid the farewells, the tears, and the loves of kip- 
The testimony was printed in an evening paper. The next morning, | 


dred and friends, and now the nation bends down to cast thi 
lands of its respect and love upon his bier as it passes by. 

He was the child of the Republic and his life-work stands amor 
the grandest achievements of the nineteenth century. He is a 
marked example in our history of the beauty and the value of fre 
institutions in his development from the ranks of the peop 
through State lines to the horizon of national polities and 
manship broadened to the utmost limits of the Republic. 

Carlyle said: 


pal 


states- 


He is most a king who makes the strongest impression on the age in whic 


| lives though his scepter be a walking-stick. 


Ne eee 


Could he rise from the grave to-day to pronounce his own eulogy, | 


I doubt if he could do it in fitter language than when he said of 
Henry Wilson : 


His great strength was in his convictions. He was a man of ideas, and relied 
upon ideas for success. He was a man of courage. He dared to follow his con- 
victions wherever they led him. 

So with Mr. Morton. He was full of convictions and fearfully in 
earnest. He seldom jested and never tritled. To him the conflicts 
of life were fraught with awful reality; and such of them as fell to 
his lot were prosecuted with the skill of a master. But while he mar- 
shaled all his means and fought like a Hereules for success he never 
sacritied the fidelity of a friend to gain the favor of an enemy. 

Mr. Speaker, when the scaffolding falls away the structure reveals 


In American polity he is most a statesman who makes the strong- 
est impression on the age in which he lives for the good of his rac 
and for human progress, and of such was OLIVER P. Morton. ‘the 
present and the future will see him as in the hour of the nation’s 
peril, as the great war governor of Indiana, he organized victory 
against a gigantic opposition, and replenished the exhausted exchequer 
ot his State upon hisown honor; will see him as he stood by the tot- 
tering pillars of the American Union to uphold and maintain them 
with his wisdom and his strength; will see him as he devoted his 
great energies, his lofty patriotism, his broad and practical states- 
manship, the best labor of his life, and in the end life itself, to mak 
us a freer and a better people. 

Looking upon the face of Daniel Webster as he lay in his cottin by 
the sea, a loving neighbor remarked: “The world will be lonesome, 
Mr. Webster, now you are gone;” and so I thought when Mortox 
died, as I passed through the “long-drawn aisles” of the Capitol 
to his place in the Senate; to the chair craped with mourning; to the 
desk adorned by some loving hand with sweet flowers of condolence. 
It was the vacant chair at the nation’s fireside, and I thought how 
lost the Senate, the party, the nation, the cause of human rights 
without him. Here in the Senate he took his stand for all that & 
valuable in human government; from this point radiates the light ol 
his great work, out into the world and across the centuries. Her 
his immortal hand help fashion the amendments to the Constitutiou 
which are the jewels of the world’s liberty, and there he prociauned 
the doctrine higher than all others, the doctrine of American life, ol 
American vitality, of American perpetuity, of American duty; that 
the sovereignty of this nation, represented by its tlag ou laud anc sea, 
the sovereign power of the nation, was pledged to the maintenance 
of the rights of all its citizens, high and low, for all time on American 
soil, and for this right and the duty of the Government to ia! 
and enforce it he was as 











Constant as the northern star, 
Of whose true-fixed and resting quality 
There is no fellow in the firmament. 


r . . . . 7 ¢ ’ d 
Upon the question of equality before the law, in its declaration au 


| in its maintenance for ten years in our history he stands peerless. 


He loved power, but he never would have exercised if except ' 
strengthen the grounds of liberty among men. He was ambitious, 


| but he never would have exercised or used his ambition beyond 


legitimate purposes of maintaining the liberty of man. He was Boe 
est; amid ali the clouds of darkness that fell down upon that perioe 
of our history, when speculation was rife, when the fierce Tice +0! 
wealth had no seruple, “he kept the whiteness of his soul.” P 
Mr. Speaker, OLIVER P. Morton will be seen and heard in ‘he 





1875. 
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uncils of thisnation nomore forever. He hasgone down to rest with 
she dist inguished dead of the Republic, with her heroes and statesmen, 
ith the immortal Douglas and Lincoln and Seward and Sumner ; 
sot his name and memory, like theirs and like the great deeds of 


u 


American 


rars shall fade away. There shall be but few prouder monuments 
1 {merica than that inscribed with his name and sacred to his 
worv. The pilgrim and lover of liberty “in the far ages yet to be 


moryv. = e ° ° ° 
come to kneel beside his grave and hail him prophet of the 





\r. CALKINS. Mr. Speaker, the last words of Senator Morton 

deserve to be perpetuated in these memorial exercises. From the 
verge of the grave, in the unequal contest with the “ grim monster,’ 
with husky voice he cried out “ 1am worn out ; Tam dying,” and the 
vext instant his spirit unfettered took its flight torealms unknown. 
] propose to address myself toa few of the prominent characteristics 
Senator MORTON as they impressed me in a long acquaintance 
with him though not as intimate as that of many others who have 
uidressed the House upon this occasion. In the nature of things, I 
sould not be on as intimate relations with him as many others nearer 
his age and who commenced political life about the time he did. 


from the beginning assumed the leadership of the republican party 
in my State, and maintained it to theend. If the party in the 
nation during the last decade has had a leader he has approached 
yearer to that place than any other man in itsranks. I meana 
leadership in the sense of marking out and shaping national issues, 
announcing principles around and upon which the great body of the 
party crystallized, in which they believed, and for which they went 
out to do battle for their party. 

Coming to the political front, as he did, at a time when great up- 
heavals in public sentiment were being constantly cast to the sur- 
face and when political strife had fanned the tlames of partisanship 
into a consuming fire, one less resolute, situated and surrounded as 
he was, would have been utterly crushed and overwhelmed. In my 
State the difference in the numerical strength of the two great par- 


work, as a natural leader, Senator MORTON was eminently fitted 
and qualified. 

In 1856, his party, then in its infancy, nominated him as its stand- 
id-bearer at the head of the ticket; although at that time he was 
just entering politics and was comparatively a young man. His de- 
feat 


and Douglas in 1858, in Illinois, the record he made brought him 
more prominently before the people and they regarded him as a leader 
and as a statesman. 

In 1860 he accepted the second place on the republican ticket with 
ex-Senator Lane at its head. The republicans of the State at that 
time—as well they might—congratulated themselves that they had 
combined the elements of popularity and strength in the choice thus 
made. All who have ever listened to Senator Lane will bear me wit- 


could sway the masses as he did. 
ism of this popular orator, Senator MORTON made his appearance upon 
the stump in that canvass, and with his clear cut, crisp sentences and 


The success of the republican party at that election resulted in call- 
ing Governor Lane to the United States Senate and OLIVER P. MORTON 
to the gubernatorial chair of the State. 

I shall not pass in review his many acts while governor from 1261 
to 1864, except to refer to a few occasional and exceptional instances, 
which serve to bring out in strong light the remarkable gifts of lead- 
ership and ability which he possessed. 


governor of the State, which I now recollect, was his famous speech 
~ ; ; ; , 

at Indianapolis upon the duty of each of the States then not in re- 

bellion to furnish troops and supplies for maintaining the national 


State and cemented all persons, irrespective of party, who loved the 


from his speech, for it is familiar to all. Suffice it to say that from 
that tume every man in Indiana knew what would be the policy and 
course of its governor in the suppression of the rebellion, then in its 
ineipiency, It was a masterly effort. It was quoted not only through- 


out the length and breadth of the State, but all over the North. It 
had the effect on those who were ravering of deciding them. It 


combined the Union sentiment of the two great political parties, which 
had just before then been fighting 
forward in the State there was built up a patriotic sentiment second 
0 none in the Union. 
organization of troops in response to President Lincoln’s call, and 
rmet was among the first governors to respond to each suc- 

sive call, 
Daring his administration Indiana furnished over two hundred 
; a soldiers. This included some re-enlistments, but it does not 
delade the re-enlistment of veteran organizations. 

The raising and equipment of these troops was a Herculean task, 


pre iS SEN 


He entered prominently into politics while I was yet a boy, and | 


ties has always been small, and it has always required the best | 
generalship to marshal the entire forces of both parties. To this | 


made him stronger with the people than he was before, and like | 
Lincoln’s defeat in the great and ever memorable canv1ss between him | 


ness that he had few equals as a popular orator and that few men | 
Following close upon the magnet- | 


terse logic drove conviction deep into the hearts of all who heard him. | 


Among the first acts of Governor MoRTON, after he became acting | 


Union. I remember how his sentences went through the press of the | 





| every 


| their laurels at the close of the conflict. 
| ceased his ministrations while they were in the field. 


and it was often remarked during and since the war that Governor 
Morton's efforts for the Indiana troops seemed almost superhuman, 
and his personal presence among them did more to cement and en- 


< Aik | courage them in their perilous hours than any other act performed by 
history, a part of which he was, will live until the evening 


any man during the war. It will be remeubered that he personally 
bade each regiment that left the State “good-bye,” giving them words 
of cheer and encouragement, and, with rare exceptions, was present 
to welcome them back when they returned worn and scarred with 
He never forgot them nor 
After the 
bloody engagement at Fort Donelson, I well remember seeing him 
arrive on the first boat that ascended the river with supplies and 
medicines for the wounded, accompanied by his staff of volunteer 
physicians, to personally look after the wants of the survivors. After 
battle where Indiana soldiers fought, he was among the 


| tirst—if not the first—to reach the field with supplies and necessa- 


4 





j 


for political mastery, and thence- | 


Following close upon this he commenced the | 


ries, and to minister to the wants and comforts of those who sur- 
vived; and I cannot describe more eloquently his devotion to them 
than to quote from an Indiana wounded soldier after the battle of 
Shiloh, when he said: 

I saw the old governor reach out and shake hands with us, and then saw the 


tears siart out of his eyes, as he saw the wounded and heard their groans 


Since 
then I have appreciated his love for us? 


His heart was as tender as a child’s, and there were but few men 
who did not possess the power to resist appeals in a greater degree 
than Senator Morton. 

The veteran soldiery were his fast friends. In all political contests 
he rallied them nearly as one man. They loved him and loved to do 
him honor; and I predict that the recent call made on the veteran 
soldiery of Indiana for volunteer contributions to erect to his 
memory a statue will be responded to in the most speedy manner; 
that they will erect to him a monument fitting and fitted to perpet- 
uate his name through all time to come; and when this monument is 
completed, as it soon will be, if I were allowed to suggest an appro- 
priate inscription, I would have cut upon it the simple but eloquent 
words, “ OLIVER P. MortTON, The Soldier’s Friend.” 

Another prominent characteristic which Governor MORTON possessed 
in an eminent degree was his trenchant manner of expression. It 
would seem that he culled from the list of words the strongest and 
most intense, and, when formed into his epigrammatic sentences, they 
expressed in the clearest manner exactly what he meant to say. He 


| was not a diplomatist, for he never made use of language tor the pur- 


pose of concealing his ideas. After he had expressed himself, the 
world knew exactly what he meant. Coupled with this great power 
of expression was a natural gift of reasoning. I have rarely met 
aman who possessed pre-eminently the power of reasoning to such 
a degree as did Senator Morton. When he turned his mind upon 
any given subject and gave the result to the world, there was little 
left to be said on either side. 

In debate it mattered not how many were opposed to him, or who 
were his adversaries. Numbers or ability never cowed him; and 
there were few who encountered him that were not “shorn of their 
strength.” When he exposed fallacy, plausibility melted before 
his sledge-bammer blows. When he attacked deception, his shafts 
rent asunder the garb in which it was cloaked. When he dealt in 
invective, his foes withered before his terse sentences. 

On all public questions Senator MorTON had decided convictions. 
He never temporized or apologized for his views. He rarely engaged 
in personal colloquy, and never indulged in personalities. He was a 
leader in public sentiment, and molded the opinions of others to his 
own. He was original and aggressive, bold, fearless, and intrepid. 
In the workings of his face could be traced the deep cogitations ot 
his mind. When he uttered a sentence it was big with meaning, and 
burdened with a world of thought. He constantly impressed you 


| with the immense reserve power which lay partially hidden behind 


the massive, stern brow and fixed, determined face. 

In these days of sensationalism the magic of oratory over the masses 
in a marked degree has vanished. I remember with pride some ot 
the names of Indiana’s orators. The names of Hannegan, Marshall, 
Dunn, Wilson, and Willard, with their eloquence and magnetism, still 
burnish and brighten the pages of the history of my State. But Sen- 


. e ) | ator MORTON possessed neither magnetism nor eloquence, and yet his 
Union and desired to see it perpetuated. I will not at this time quote | 


hearers hung upon his words like a “ bee upon the flower ;” for hours 
they would stand riveted to his utterances, while he never seasoned 
his speech with an anecdote or embellished it with a burst of elo- 
quence. It was his plain, simple manner of statement which held 
them fast. It was that power which was referred to by the apostle 
when he said, “‘Come, let us reason together.” 

As I have said, Senator MorToN lacked personal magnetism. 
had little imagery in his composition. 
lofty flights of eloquence. “Sweet, soothing words” were not his. 
Electrical sparks never passed between him and his auditors. But 
combined with his simple and pure statement of fact he had a vein 
of pathos which reached every heart. In his political discussions I 
have often noted how his face lighted up with a strange fascination 
and his sledge-hammer gesticulation exactly fitted the flaming face. 
His voice was distinct, not overanimated but searching. ‘The three 
combined seemed exactly fitted for each other and blended together 
in perfect harmony. Mr. Speaker, the eloquence, magnetism, and 
enchantment of popular orators may fade and be forgotten, bat the 


He 


He made use of no poetry or 









428 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


J ANUARY 18, 





——— 
remarkable canvasses and career and the more remarkable speeches By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Augustus Lainpy for 
of Senator Morton will never be effaced. sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 7 ee 
In 1504 Mr. MorTON was elected governor of the State of Indiana. By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of manufacturers and prod 
He was shortly aiterward, in 1867, elected to the United States Sen- | of tobacco, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Comm... 
ate. in which body he has been a continuous member up to the time | of Ways and Means. ee 
of his dea m xa public career in all of nearly twenty years. By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of citizens of Bedford Conn 
When he entered the Senate of the United States he found there the | Pennsylvania, that no change be made in the patent laws looki, 
brightest talent of the land. He had no ordinary minds to grapple | the abolition of the patent system—to the Committee on Pates 
M: { hi ssociates will justly take rank with the greatest | Also, the petition of 500 citizens of Altoona, Pennsylya) ia. t 
: of Americ atesmic but inthe midst of this constellation Gov- | homestead laws be so amended as to afford pecuniary aid | 
4 ernor MoRtrON at onee took equal rank, and there were none, fromthe ; settlers on public lands—to the Committee on Public Lands 
‘ day he entered the Senate to the day of his death, who outshone him. | By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of citizens of Harrisoy ( 
: As was truthfully remarked by his present successor in the Senate, | Kentucky, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Co, 
} * he was the ablest political leader this country ever produced.” Con- | of Ways and Means. , 
) trast at this day would be objectionab'e, but I may sately say with- | Also, the petition of Saint Andrew’s Lodge, No. 18, Fre 
: out giving offense to any that in the years that are to come, when | cepted Masons, Cynthiana, Kentucky, for compensation fo 
the historian shall search the pages and records of that body, his pen | sustained by the use and occupancy of the lodge building s 
will write OLIVER P. Morron down as a man of the strongest mind, | lodge by the United States Army—to the Committtee oy \y 
the greatest genius, more originality, and the largest individuality of | Claims. 
any member that « ipied a seat in the Senate with him. The con Also, the petitions of B. Clift, William Killenger, Davis Duyso: 
stitutional lawyer in ages to come will read with interest his inter- | Davis C. Peck, and Obediah Scott, of Kentucky, for compensa 
pretations of that instrument; his utterances will be quoted when | for loss of time while prisoners of war—to the same committe: 
: all of us have passed away By Mr. CLAFLIN: The petition of the United States Veteri, 
‘ Other nations have preserved the words of wisdom uttered by their | Association, that all cattle arriving from foreign ports be su 
; great statesmen. Sohave we. We are familiar with the grand utter- | to a quarantine of at least thirty days under the supervision of « 
; ances of Adams, Jefferson, Calhoun, Webster, Clay, Benton, Doug- | petent veterinary surgeons—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
: las, Seward, and Sumner; but none of these will hold a greater | By Mr. COX, of New York: The petitions of Mrs. E. P. Miller. M 
place in the history of this nation than will OLiver P. Morton. | D.; of Amelia Barnet, M. D., and of Mary C. Davis, citizens of \, 
Strewn along on every page is the impress of his giant intellect; in- | York City, and of Helen M. Loder, a citizen of Poughkeepsie, \, 
: grafted in the organic law of our land is the offspring of his mighty | York, for the removal of their political disabilities—to the Com 
brain, and printed upon our statute books are the emanations of his | tee on the Judiciary. 
: 


lofty thought. 
As others have been crit 
and their measure 


By Mr. CULBERSON: The petition of Thomas Jenkins, of the Dis 
trict of Columbia, for compensation for losses sustained during 
late war—to the Con:mittee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of J. A. Walter and others, of Washington, Dis 
trict of Columbia, of similar import—to the same committe: 

By Mr. ELLIS: Papers relating to the claim of John Arrows 
| to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The great State of Missouri has lost her gifted son,|_ By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of citizens of Galveston, Ti 
for the donation of a lot in the city of Galveston upon which t 
a church and school-house for certain colored people—to the ( 
tee on Education and Labor. 

Also, the petition of pilots, seamen, and citizens of G 
Texas, for the establishment of life-saving stations on the co 
Texas—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Sir, Senator MORTON is no more. His tongue is stilled and his lips | By Mr. GOODE: The petition of H. H. Doty, for some 1 

are hushed in death. He has passed on a little before us, and we for his invention of submarine torpedoes—to the Committee « 

shall soon follow. He sleeps the sleep of death, “that sleep which | Affairs. 

no waking.” In the prime of his intellectual vigor he was cut 
off, and at a time when our “needs were the sorest.” In the beauti- 
ful language of Prentiss 


icised, so has he As we yet criticise them 
; 3, so will future generations criticise those of Mr. 
, Morton; but all will agree that in his originality and clearness of | 
ty thought he had few equals. 
sh Since the adjournment of the Forty-fourth Congress death has | 
H stricken down two American Senators who were in the ilood-tide of 
i their greatness. | 
~ Senator Boay, and, like her sister State, is now wearing the“ sables | 
et of grief” for his untimely death. Both Senator BoGy and Senator | 
if MORTON have paid the one great last debt of nature. In their loss | 
the nation mourns, but the blow falls severest on the two States | 
which claimed them as their own; and to-day Indiana and Missouri 
in common mourn the untimely death of these two eminent men. 





l 
KDOWS 


Also, the petition of citizens of Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Norf 
| County, Virginia, for the establishment of a quarantine h 
the Government at the entrance of Elizabeth River—to the s 


Chere is no appeal for relic committee. ° 


from the great law which dooms us to the dust 
We flourish and fade as the leaves of the forest; and the leaves that bloom and 





| 
' 

, , | By Mr. HASKELL: Papers relating to House bill No. 1177, | 
witl ina day have no fraider hold upon life than the mightiest monarch that | riding for the sale of si Ria Oe York lands in K; tn’ 
ever shook the earth th his footsteps. Generations of men will appear and dis- vie ing tor one ep e ot certain New York lands in Kansas othe ( 
uppear as the grass, «nd the multitude that throngs the world to-day will disap. | mittee on Public Lands, 
pear the footsteps on the shore Men seldom think of the great event of death Also, papers relating to Honse bill No. 2153, providing for 
masse 8 page aap ROWS SHEE Ore DS ee hiding frou th * eyes the faces | counsel fees in Osage ceded-land suits—to the Committee on | 

; of loved ones Vv ‘ ne smile was the sunlightof their existence. Death is | A fii 

§ the t t of | nd t cold thought of the tomb is the skeleton of all | 4"2@Irs. socom pr 

: feast We do not want to go through the dark valley, although its dark passage By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of T. W. 1 

{ may lead to paradise. We do not want tolic down in the damp grave, even with | to the Committee of Claims. 
sag ee By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Jane A. Welton, of Poug 

Phose of us who believed in Senator MORTON may well console | keensie, New York. for the removal of her political disabilities 
5 ourselves that he died in the fullest fruition of earthly fame; with | the Committee on the Judiciary. 

one foot upon the topmost round of the ladder he launched over into Also, the petition of the Utah Northern Railroad Company, f 
the eternuy bevona 


grant of lands and exemption from taxation—to the Committ 


Wreathes will fade and wither on his tomb ; perennial flowers will | pyblie Lands. 


blossom 


| 

} and decay; the autumn winds in eddying gusts will sweep | By Mr. LANDERS: Papers relating to the petition of the hei: 

; the sere and crisped leaves above him; remorseless time will raze | § s° Hartshorn for the extension of a patent for an improveme: 

; the well-rounded mound where he sleeps; monuments will rust and buckles—to the Committee on Patents. 

< granite crumble; but his ac hievements are enduring and his name, | By Mr. LIGON: A paper relating to the establishment of a post 

} encircled with bright immortelles, is imperishable. route from Tuskegee to Guerrytown, by way of Cotton Valley and 
It now remains my sad duty to move the adoption of the resolu- | Warrior Stand, Macon County, Alabama—to the Committee 
j : tions sent to us from the Senate of respect to the memory of OLIVER | Post-Office and Post-Roads. , 


P. Morton, late a Senator from the State of Indiana. 
Phe resolutions were adopted unanimously. 
Mr. BROWNE. I move the adoption of the following additional 


By Mr. LOCKWOOD: The petition of American Grape-Sugat 
| pany, of Bafialo, New York, and others, for an increased duty 0! 
| grape-sugar and glucose—to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Also, the petition of J. B. Youngs and others, for the impositio 
| a duty on limestone and quick-lime—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of August Reinicke, fora pension— 
| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. NEAL: The petition of William Wilson, for compensation 
| as an ofticer in the United States Army—to the Committee on Wat 
PETITIONS, ETC. Claims. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, | By Mr. REED: The petition of John E. Clayton and other wor 
ander the rule, and referred as stated : ingmen, of Sanford, Maine, against the reduction of duties whi b 


resolution 

R 1, That asa further mark of respect to the memory of OLIVER P. Mor- 
TON, late a Senator from the State of Indiana, this House do now adjourn. 

The resolution was adopted; and accordingly (at four o'clock and 
thirty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday next. 


By the SPEAKER: The petition of William L. Umbles and George | protect labor, and against the tax upon tea and coffee—to the Com- 
W. Fremont, late non-commissioned officers of the Tenth Cavalry, | mittee of Ways and Means. ; 
United State Army, that the finding and sentence of the court-mar- By Mr. SINGLETON: The petition of James F. Pierce, for come 
tial by which they were degraded be subjected to review before a - 


pensation for a horse taken by the quartermaster-general of McPh 
committee of Congress—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


son’s command during the late war—to the Committee of Claims 
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SOUTHARD: The petition of L. B. Harris, for the repeal 
mm 2291 Revised Statutes relative to homesteads—to the Com- 
stom on the Judiciary. bo ; | 
ny Mr. SPRINGER: The petition of 8. Wells Williams, late secre- 
- of the legation to China, for the repayment of salary to his sub- 
So+p—to the Committee on Expenditures in the State Department. 
‘ho Me. WALSH: The petition of Dr. W. W. Lockett and 55 other 
«of Frederick County, Maryland, for the passage of a bill 
nw arrears of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
, papers relating to the claims of Ezra Burtner and of Charles 
‘therger for property taken by the United States Army—to 
nittee on War Claims. 
“the petition of Hamilton Downs, of Washington County, 
nd, for compensation for whisky and brandy taken and used 
» United States Army—to the same committee. 

ne Mr. WHITTHORNE: Papers relating to the claims of Dr. W. 

Jerson, of Maury County, Tennessee; of J. H. Sims, of J. B. 
Stag ‘and of E. M. Shadden, for compensation for property taken 

<ed by the United States Army—to the same committee. 

\lso, papers relating to the claims of John P. Wiiliams and 8. C. 
—to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: Remonstrance of working- 
Wilmington, Delaware, against a reduction of duty on mer- 
har-iron—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

WILLIAMS, of New York: Remonstrance of E. Kingsland, 
vn, and others, at Keesville, New York, manufacturers of 
, against any change in the tariff—to the same com 
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Mr. WILSON: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
om Wirt Court House to Sandyville, by way of Reedy Ripple, 
Fork Reedy, Cairns’ Mills, Turkey Ford and Falls, West Vir- 
to the Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the clair Busby— 
Committee on War Claims. 


nof Jesse J. to 


IN SENATE. 
MONDAY, January 21, 1878. 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

inalof the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter of the Sec- 

of War, recommending an examination of a compilation of 

records of the late war on the Federal and confederate sider, 

iview to the publication of the same; which was read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. This communication will be printed, and 

ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think that it should go to the Committee on 

tary Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It raises purely a question of the pro- 
ty of printing this work. The Chair thinks the proper reference 

is to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Very well. 

[he VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 

lu the Secretary of War, transmitting, in compliance with a reso- 

nof the Senate of the 10th instant, a copy of a report from 

“ajor Suter, Corps of Engineers, upon the survey of the Missouri 

Kiver at Omaha; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

(ordered to be printed, 


ok 


“ 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


_ Mr. MCCREERY presented the petition of Lena Bensinger, of 
Louisville, Kentucky, widow and executrix of the late Nathan Ben- 
tiger, praying that she may be reimbursed a certain amount of 
honey paid the United States by her late husband as bondsman for 





ws 


; Which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
He also presented the petition of J.C. Rudd, of Owensborough, Ken- 
“SY, praying compensation for the use by the United States as a 


poCottice of a building in that city owned by him from the year 
ere to IsTD: which was referred tg the Committee on Post-Oftices 
inl Post-Roads. 


Mr. HOAR presented the fnemorial of John Joyee and 61 others, 


— workingmen and workingwomen of Foxborough, Massachu- 
Us, employed in the manufacture of straw goods, remonstrating 
“sllst & reimposition of the duties on tea and coffee; which were 

re . tred to the Committee on Finance. 
‘ Mr. F ERRY presented the memorial of the Michigan State Grange, 
a ise of a continuation of the tariff on foreign wools; which was 

Be d to the Committee on Finance. 
relative rrenented the memorial of the State Grange of Michigan, 
yetent th, 1€ patent laws, and in favor of the passage of a law to 
the purchasers of patented articles from actions at law for 


T son-in-law, who had failed to comply with the internal-revenue | 


‘orkingmen of Lowell; and the memorial of A.J. Nicholls and 504 | 


infringement of patents, and for the use of such patented articles; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 
Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of Silas Garber, governor 


| of Nebraska, and others, citizens of that State, praying for an appro- 








priation by Congress for the improvement of the navigation ot the 
Missouri River at near Omaha, Nebraska, and Couneil Bluffs, 
Iowa; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CAMERON, ot Wisconsin, presented the memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, in favor of an appropriation by Congress to aid 
in the completion of the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan ship-canal 
and harbor, and to extend the time for the completion thereof; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Charles R. Loring and 
others, workingmen employed in the Brunswick mill, Brunswick, 
Maine, and the memorial of George Y. Pratt and others, working- 
men employed in the Windham mill, at Windham, Maine, engaged in 
the manufacture of wood-pulp, remonstrating against any reduction 
of the duties which protect their labor, and remonstrating 
against the reimposition of the war tax upon tea and coflee; 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of L. Mahatiey and others, 
citizens of Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, praying tor the rep 
of the resumption act and for the remonetization of silver; 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of the Union League of 
phia, remonstrating against the remonetization of silver; 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of C. Poindexter and others, citi 
zens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of 
iron, and the memorial of William Newell and others, citizen 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, remonsirating against a reduction of 
tariff on iron; which were referred to the Committee on binance. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the memorial of B. T. Babbitt and others 


and 


also 
vhie) 
Wible il 
} 


a 
which 


Philadel- 


which was 





ol 


the 


citizens of New York and Pennsylvania, and the mew orial of Thorn 
ton & Chester and others, citizens of Buitalo, New York, remonstrat 
ing against a further extension of the Horsford patent for an ac.d 
substitute for cream of tartar for culinary purposes vhich were 


referred to the Committee on Patents 
He also presented the petition of Henry Ss. Van d 
M. Reynolds, administrator a ratrix ot t 


Carr and Elsie 


ad administ estate of Rens- 


selaer Reynolds, deceased, praying for the passage of a law authori 
ing the extension of a patent for the improvement of brakes for power 
looms; which was referred to the Commitiee ou Pateni 

He also presented the petition of George Fk. Peck aud others, inter 
ested in life-insurance policies issued by the National Capital Life 
Insurance Company of Washington, District of Columbia, praying 
that its charte1 miry be repeal d and the assets applied to the pay- 
ment of its debts; which was referred to the Committee on the Dis 


trict of Columbia. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a large number of petitions signed by 
citizens of the county of Ulster, the county ol Liv lbgston, the county 
of Genessee, the county of Orange, the city and county of New York, 
the county of Essex, the county of Steuben, the county of Albany, 
and the county of Westchester, in the State New York, praying 
Congress to remonetize silver and to repeal the so-called resumption 
act. These petitioners are very numerous. As far as | know them 
and judge from reading the petitions and the letters accompanying 
them, they are largely laboring-men. With them are men engaged 
in enterprise and empioying others. The bill having been reported, 
I ask that these petitions lic npon the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The petitions wil! lie upon che iable. 

Mr. CONKLING oresented a memorial of werkingmen of ‘Troy, 
New York, protesting against the reduction of the tariff ou goods 


irge 





‘ 


of foreign manufacture; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a similar petition from workingmen 
residing at West Eaton, in the Siate of New York, engaged in the 


manufacture of woolen cassimeres. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a like petition, signed by a large num- 
ber of workingmen residing in in the State of 
New York. I wove that this petition be referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a memorial signed by manufact- 
urers of flour, residents of the county of Erie, and another by resi- 
dents of the county of Albany, remonstrating against the extension 
of a patent for the use of certain acids in raising tlour and bread. 
I move their reference to the Committee on Patents. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a further memorial signed by resi- 
dents, workingmen of Keeseville, in the State of New York, engaged 
in the manufacture of horse-shoe nails, remonstrating against the 
proposed amendment of the tariff. I move the of the 
memorial to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE. I present resolutions, pussed by the Chamber of 
Commerce of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in which they ask that Con- 
gress shall take the requisite steps to permit the presentation to a 


different counties 


relerence 
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proper court for consideration of all unpaid losses arising out of 
the depredations of confederate cruisers, so that the same may be 
adjudicated in accordance with equity and with the terms of the 
award. I move the reference of these resolutions to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of J. W. Kennedy and others, 
citizens of Nicholas County, Kentucky, praying for a reduction of 
the tax on tobacco to twelve cents a pound; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WADLEIGH presented the petition of Joseph Stone and others, 
citizens of New Hampshire, engaged in the manufacture of cotton 
and woolen goods, praying for the maintenance of the resumption 
act and of gold as the only legal tender; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of M. Parker and others, citizens of 
New Hampshire, praying for the maintenance of the resumption act 
and of gold as the only legal tender; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


introduce a bill (8. No. 566) in relation to the Vene 
commission; which was read twice by its title, and p 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave +, ; 
duce a bill (S. No. 567) for the relief of William Carruthers: win 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee bn \,, 
tary Affairs. sail 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to ins, 
duce a bill (8S. No. 568) for the relief of Captain James A — 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the mitts 
Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intr 
duce a bill (S. No. 569) for the relief of the sureties of E. K. Winshir 
formerly acting assistant paymaster United States Navy ; which y 
read twice by its title. z 

Mr. EATON. I move, as there is a legal question involyed that 
this bill be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. — 

The motion was agreed to. ; 

Mr. WADLEIGH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, lox, 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 570) to enable Moses Marshall to Ree 
hearing before the Commissioner of Patents; which was read { 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intr 
duce a bill (8. No. 571) to enable Albert Fuller to have a hearine 
before the Commissioner of Patents; which was read twice by i. 
title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. MATTHEWS (by request) asked, and by unanimous conse: 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 572) to incorporate 
Rand Gas-Light Company of the District of Columbia: which w.s 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Distric: 
of Columbia. 


zuelan mixed 
eferred to the 


ates 


Cotamittee o 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


. . . ULWice 
Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 


introduce a bill (S. No. 554) to provide for the improvement of the 
Osage River, in Missouri and Kansas; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 555) establishing certain past-roads in the State of 
Kansas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 556) for the relief of Joseph C. Irwin and William 
Phillips; which was read twice by its title, and, together with the 
papers on the files relating to this case, referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 557) directing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to purchase certain property of the Freedman’s Savings and Trust 
Company, for the use of the United States, and for other purposes ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to intreduce a bill (S. No. 558) declaratory of the meaning and in- 
tendment of the fifteenth section of the act entitled “An act to amend 
‘An act to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from 
the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Govern- 
ment the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes,’ 
approved July 1, 1862,” approved July 2, 1864; and also to amend the 
act of Congress approved June 20, 1874, entitled “An act making 
additions to the fifteenth section of the act approved July 2, 1564, 
entitled ‘An act to amend an act entitled “An act to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri River to 
the Pacitic Ocean, and to secure to the Government the use of the 
same for postal, military, and other purposes,” approved July 1, 1862,” 
and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MCCREERY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 559) for the relief of James C. Rudd; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post- 
Oftices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 560) for the relief of William A. Hammond, 
late Surgeon-General of the Army; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 561) granting increased pension to William H. 
Sims; which was read twice by its title,and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 562) for the relief of William Marvin; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. EUSTIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (3. No. 563) to authorize the establishment of mail- 
steamship service between the United States and the Empire of 
Brazil; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MCDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 504) to establish a mint for the coinage of 
gold and silver at Indianapolis, in the State of Indiana, and appro- 
priating certain Government grounds and buildings to the use of the 
same, as alse money for the purchase of the necessary machinery ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, (by request, ) asked, and by unan- 
imous consent obtained, leave to introduced a bill (8. No. 505) au- 
thorizing the coinage of the standard silver dollar and providing 
that gold and silver jointly, and not otherwise, shall be a full legal 
tender; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. EATON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of Sarah Dove be taken from the files and refer: 
the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MCDONALD, it was 


Orderea, That the papers in the matter of the claim of the heirs of Georg 
Dougall, deceased, be taken from the files and referred to the Committe: 


On motion of Mr. MERRIMON, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of A. M. Powell, of North Carolina, be taken { 
files and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Ordered, That the papers of H. H. Helper, of North Carolina, be tak: 
files and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, it was 


Ordered, That Kiler K. Jones have leave to withdraw his petition a 
from the files of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. PADDOCK, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of J. W. Pearman be taken from th: 
and returned to him. 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 


Mr. PADDOCK and Mr. SAUNDERS subinitted amendments i: 
tended to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H.R. No. 2479 
for the removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkau 
sas, and Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the public property 
which were referred to the Committee on Conimerce, and ordered t 
be printed. 

Mr. MITCHELL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 1879, aud for other 
purposes ; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations 


THE SINKING FUND. 
Mr. BECK. I offer the following resolution : 


Whereas it is of the highest importance in the present depressed condition o! 
the industries of the people that taxation should be reduced to the lowest pois! 
consistent with a faithful discharge of the obligations of the Government aud a2 
economical administration of its affairs ; and 

Whereas the Secretary of the Treasury in his estimates of the sums to be pr 
vided by the present Congress includes $37,196,045.04 to be applied during the next 
fiscal year in the purchase of United States bonds under the provisions of the acts 
of February 25, 1262, and July 14, 1870, providing a sinking fund for the extinction 
of the national debt ; and a 

Whereas the last Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual report to the Fort) 
fourth Congress in December, 1876, showed that up to July 1, 1576, the literal 
compliance with the provisions of said laws from the time they went into efie 
required the application of $433,848,215.37 to the purposes provided for in said acts 
and that $652,992,226.14 had been so applied, being an excess of $225, 144,010.4. 0%" 
the amount required by the law to be so applied uptothatdate; and 

Whereas the present Secretary of @e Treasury, in his report to this ( ongress it 
December last, after repeating the statements of his predecessor upon that subi 
says: “On the same basis the amount of the’sinking fund would have reach 
$475,315,8-8.78 on the Ist of July, 1877, on which date the reduction of the a 
including accrued interest less cash in the Treasury since its highest point» ibe 
amounted to $696,273,348.17, or $220,954,459.39 in excess of the amount require 
law to be provided for that fund:" Therefore, ; se) ‘That it is 

Be it resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring.) | T . he 
unnecessary and inexpedient either to maintain or impose taxes sone, 7 oa 
purpose of providing tor the $47, 196,045.04 asked for by the Secotany oO ae oad 
ury in his estimates for the purpose of providing further for the sinking ads 
that the Secreta y of the Treasury is hereby directed not to purchase he o> 
tor the reduction of the principal of the national debt till the further orde r - a 
gress; and that the committees of Congress having charge of the subject = heal 
they are hereby, instructed not to provide for the payment during ey or the 
year of any part of said sum in the adjustment of the taxation requl 
maintenance and support of the Government. 
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Che VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Kentucky desire second, that the act which in form was sufficient to validate it was 
eosept action upon the resolution ? an act performed through the Secretary of War. Those who challenge 

Mr. BECK. Of course it will lie over under the rule for one day. this proceeding say, “ Undoubtedly the Supreme Court has decided 
‘ha VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will lie over under the | several times, as long ago as in General Jackson’s time, when Mr. 


rh Pad or 
Calhoun signed an order ‘John C. Calhoun,’ without even his “Band 


ON MORRILL. I ask the Senator from Kentucky to allow the | designation appended to it, that the Secretary of War is the han@§and 
~jytion to be referred to the Committee on Finance. mouth-piece of the President; but that is in instances where the act, 


BECK. Lprefernotat present. I should like it to be discussed | the function, was executive, where it was not judicial.” They say also 


somewhat in the Senate and have it printed first. that acting under the Constitution and the statutes of the United 
rhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will direct the printing of | States, when the President does anything in the nature of pardons 
the resolution. or reprieves (because a part of this act was to remit a portion of the 
a BENJAMIN P. RUNKLE. sentence) he acts judicially, and that action must come from his 
BURNSIDE. offer the following resolution : own consciousness, from his own personal exertion of judgment and 


! That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and are hereby, directed to of will. If that question appear on the een oe this case full aud 
the laws relating to the final reviews of courts-martial, and report to distinct the Senator from Rhode Island might obtain an answer to it 
nate upon What official rested the duty to review the proceedings in the case | by the resolution he offers; but under that resolution he would not 
e] Runkle, United States Army. obtain such an answer for a reason which remains to be stated. 

President, | offer this resolution in view of the permission which It is alleged that as matter of fact the act of the Secretary of War 
| shall ask this morning to take up my motion to reconsider the vote | was, legally speaking, in the presence of the President and by his 
by whieh the resolution was passed referring this case to the Com- | immediate cognizance and direction. The Senator from Rhode Island 
mittee on the Judiciary, with a view of moving the reference of that | will see, if that be true, that it changes the question. The law did 
resolution to the Committee on Military Affairs. I ask for the pres- | once declare that a Senator might exercise what was called the 


ent consideration of this resolution. franking privilege. If the Senator from Rhode Island, acting under 
[he VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration | that law at a particular time is disabled and says to his secretary 
this resolution at this time ? sitting in his presence, “ write my name,” that probably would be 
Mr. BURNSIDE. I will state—— good. It would be good upon a check; it would be good upon a note; 


CONKLING,. I do not like to interpose an objection to any- | it would be good upon any instrument except a specialty requiring 
ny that the Senator from Rhode Island wishes; but I desire to | a seal. So the Senator will see the question arises whether if the 
understanding at least, before we consider the resolution, or | President says to the Secretary of War “ approve that sentence; do 
| waive the opportunity to have it lie over a day, as to the | it in my presence,” that is or is not the act of the President. If such 
fit. There is now a resolution which the Senate has adopted | be the fact, to determine it the committee must have power to call 
ny the Committee on the Judiciary to do this very thing, | witnesses, to send for the proof which establishes that missing link; 
hink perhaps giving that instruction in language quite as un- | and therefore the resolution which the Senate adopted and which the 
bleas this. ‘That resolution having passed, the Senator from | Senator has moved to reconsider gives all that faculty to the com 
land entered a motion to reconsider, and calling it up on an | mittee, whereas the resolution which he offers now, simply propound 
m when two Senators had gone away relying somewhat upon | ing in the abstract a question of law and then asking how it applies 
resentation that it would not come up, he was kind enough | to this case, would refer to the committee a fragment of the matter, 
) press its consideration on that day, but to allow it to lie over | and the answer might be exactly opposite to the one which in the 
day. If this resolution is adopted it does (at least I sup- | presence of the facts and of all the elements of the case, the com 
t does, although I may not get the full force of it) what the | mittee would return. 
resolution has already done. Therefore, if the Senator from So, then, Mr. President, I suggest to the Senator from Rhode Island 
Island wishes this investigation to take place by the Judi- | that, the chairman of the Military Committee whose presence he has 
mumittee if he would withdraw his motion to reconsider and | referred to being, as I understand him, rather desirous than otherwise 
« original resolution to go to the Judiciary Committee, they | that the Judiciary Committee of the Senate shall examine this ques 
d make this very investigation ; and in view of the Senator’s | tion, and other members of the Military Committee having no objec 
un to reconsider, I do not, as one member of the Judiciary Com- | tion to it, he had better withdraw his motion to reconsider and let 
, altogether get the purpose which this resolution is intended | the Committee on the Judiciary investigate thiscase. Iam told—and 
express as I hope I shall not vex the ear of the Senate on this subject again 
lr. BURNSIDE. I made the motion te reconsider the Runkle | I will venture to add it—that a large number of cases like this are in 
resolution the other day because I thought the main points of that | such condition that they are sure to arouse and demand action if the 
resolution should have been referred to the Military Committee, and | proceeding taken in the Runkle case shall stand. They are cases 
wade the motion as a member of the Committee on Military Affairs, | which were treated in this way; and the amount and the question 
the chairman of that committee being absent. From conversation | involved become very large. Now the inquiry is whether the Presi- 
vith one or two members of the Judiciary Committee I find that they | dent of the United States, under the Constitution more than under 
think that there is possibly a law point involved in the matter which | the statutes, under the power to grant reprieves and pardons, did a 
id be better considered by the Judiciary Committee than by the | competent act as to a portion of these cases, and whether under the 
Military Committee. That I am quite willing to grant, and this | duty to approve the findings of a court-martial he did another con 
morning, in thinking over the matter as I sat here at my desk, J, | stitutional and legal act in approving as hedid the record of the court. 
without consultation, which I probably ought to have had, drew | That isa question of law, no matter whether one of the parties was or 
this resolution, my object being to ask the Judiciary Committee to | is in the Army or not. It is a question which addresses itself to my 
decide upon the point upon which it was better qualified to decide | honorable friend from Illinois | Mr. Davis] and which makes him a 
than the Military Committee. I coupled the resolution with a state- | proper person to answer it, because he has devoted a large part of his 
ment that I would ask for the consideration of the motion which I | life to cultivating and instructing himself in the business of solving 
have already made to reconsider the original resolution so as to allow | such censtitutional and statutory questions. If it were a matter con- 
‘to go to the Military Committee for a consideration of the points | cerning the maintenance or the management of an army, the honorable 
which belong to that committee. I do not ask for the work. I take | Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. BURNSIDE } and the chairman of the 
this course out of deference to the Committee on Military Affairs and | Military Committee [Mr. SPENCER] would have vastly the advantage 
its members, and from a desire to havethe question properly referred. | of the honorable Senator from Lllinois; but inasmuch as it is a pure 
This resolution is made to reach no further than just what its face | question of Jaw, and largely of constitutional law, | cannot under- 
indicates, stand what sort of inquiry can appropriately be addressed by the Sen- 
Mr. CONKLING, Although this debate is a little ont of order I | ate to the Committee on the Judiciary unless this is markedly one. 
hope the Senate will indulge me a moment. Now that the Senator Mr. President, I have observed some indications of feeling on this 
from Rhode Island has made more distinct his purpose, I think if he | subject; perhaps not in the Senate but elsewhere. Not feeling called 
will give me his attention for a moment I can show him that he will | upon exactly to disavow any interest in this subject myself, it may 
not accomplish his object in this way. be proper for me to state that Ihave no knowledge of the person 
Che questions involved in the Runkle case, I can state now more | who in this particular instance is involved. IL do not know him at 
positively than I was able to state when I introduced the original | all; I never happened to hear of him until his name was mentioned 
resolution, are substantially questions of law, and they have no more | in this regard. It would be difficult, therefore, for me to have feeling 
wo do with the Military Committee or the function of that committee | about this in any personal sense. ‘The question is whether a rule 
than any other question of law one of the parties to which is or has | should be suddenly adopted now by a Department which | am in 
been an officer in the Army. The question at which his resolution, | structed will overthrow a great list of adjudications and reinstate, 
as I see by his explanation, is specially aimed, cannot under that res- | not now and for the future, but reinstate as of past dates a large 
ation be considered by the Judiciary Committee, and if the Sena- | number of men upon the rolls of the Army giving them a claim for 
tor from Rhode Island will attend to my suggestion 1 feel quite con- | pay during al! the time which has elapsed since they and everybody 
fident he will agree with me. : else had supposed that they had ceased to be members of the Army. 
A court-martial having rendered findings, a certain proceeding | Ido not kuow the age of this gentleman. I have heard it stated 
took place called an approval. I forbear to express any opinion at | and the statement given to me according to the calculations made of 
moment whether it was valid or otherwise. It is alleged that it | the values of annuities upon the doctrine of chances in .ife, a very 
Was invalid for two reasons: First, that the personal act of the Pres | large sum of money for the fature depends in this case and in every 
ident was not sufficient in law to validate this judgment record; and, | other case relatively, swelling up to a very large amount to be 
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claimed by we know not whom and we know not when; and that 
amouut of money and the rights of the Government and of these men 
all resting upon certain pure questions of law which will be sharply 
defined when the facts of the case are brought before the tribunal— 
a qugstion which came recently in very similar form, almost on all- 
four# before the Court of Claims, which court rendered a judgment, 
concurred in by all the judges I understand, which judgment is in 
opposition to the theory on which the findings of the court-martial 
in this instance and the approval of the President and Secretary of 
War years ago have been overthrown and this officer has been put 
in statu quo, reinstated as to the time when he ceased to be an officer 
in the Army. 

But, Mr. President, I have said enough about this matter, and I 
think I have sufficiently discharged any duty which rested upon me. 
I think the Senator from Rhode Island on reflection will find that 
unless he wants to carry the whole question to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, the effectual way is to withdraw his motion to re- 
consider and let the whole case go in proper form to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Mr. President, I certainly desire to have this 
resolution put in a form that will bring the law question before the 
Judiciary Committee ; and I will be glad to add to this resolution 
that the committee shall also report as to whether the case of Colonel 
Runkle was originally reviewed by proper authority. 

I have the advantage of the honorable Senator from New York in 
this one particular, even if this question should go before the Military 
Committee, and I donot wantittogothere. Theadvantage to which 
I refer is that in this case | have formed no opinion and I have ex- 
pressed none to the Senate. Ido not desire the legal part of this 
resolution to be referred to the Military Committee, and 1 am willing 
to say again that Lwant it so amended as to lay that part of the ques- 
tion betore the Judiciary Committee. Ihave no prejudices in the 
matter, and no interest in it on the face of this earth save the desire 
to see justice done to a gallant soldier who was badly maimed and 
came near losing his life in the cause of his country. 

I sball not enter into any discussion with the Senator from New 
York on legal topics on this floor. He has, I believe, expressed his 
honest conviction as to the legal aspect of the case, and I shall weigh 
it and give it the value I think it is worth; but I do say that a large 
portion of his resolution refers to the military character of this man. 
How the money was paid, and to whom paid, are questions in which he 
was particularly concerned. Hisreputationasan oflicer wascoucerned, 
and it he in any way applied a single penny which he received as 
back pay in corrupt payments, then he as an officer is guilty of an 
offense, and that offense should be taken cognizance of by the Mili- 
tary Committee under the resolution. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not understand the Senator from Rhode 
Island. Ido not know to what he refers. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Is it in order for me, Mr. President, to call for 
the reading of the original resolution? It is not ander eousideration ; 
but if it can be done, I ask to have it read. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think the Senator is laboring under a misap- 
prehension about that. I know of no such thing. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. If the original resolution be read, I will explain. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the original 
resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution herétofore submitted 
by Mr. CONKLING: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire and re- 
port whether any, and, if so, what action has revently been taken by any Depart- 
ment or otlicer of the Government designed to reinstate or restore Benjamin P. 
Runkle to the Anny of the United States, and whethersuch action was warranted 
by law; also whether any payment, and, if so, what ps yment or payments of pub- 
lic moneys have been made to or on account of said Runkle, by whom made or 
authorized, and by whom received, from what fund made, and whether such pay- 
ment was legal; and whether the United States is indebted or liable to said Rankle 
for pay or compensation as an Army officer ; and also whether since an order of 
dismissal in 1872 (if such an order was made) said Runkle has been an Army officer, 
or has had a valid and legal claim for pay or compensation as such. Said commit- 
tee shall have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator from Rhode Island will pardon 
me one moment now, I think the matter in that resolution which 
arrested his attention, if I understand the point, is this: the inquiry 
by whom money was paid or authorized, and to whom paid, and 
from what fund. The Senate will remember that there has been a 
good deal of legislation and discussion touching the use of unex- 
pended balances in the Treasury and touching requisitions upon cer- 
tain funds when in truth the requisition should have been, if at all, 
upon some otherfund. This is a topie which, if it stood alone, would 
belong perhaps to the Committee on Finance, and not at all, I submit, 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The intention of the resolution—and as I hear it now I think that 
intention is clearly expressed—is to direct the committee to ascertain 
what fund, if any, according to law was liable or subjected to this 
payment and which of the auditing officers of the Government 
authorized that fund to be resorted to. 

Mr. SARGENT. That is a question for the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

Mr. CONKLING. And the Senator from California says, and I 
think very rightly, that that question might be referred, if it stood 
alone, to the Committee on Appropriations ; but certainly it was not 
intended—and I beg pardon for interrupting the Senator from Rhode 
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Island so long—to charge upon Major Runkle that he hai 
money, if I understood the Senator’s statements—no such th 
on the contrary to ascertain the legality of the payment 
it was. ; : 

Mr. BURNSIDE. This question, divested of all that I intended » 
embrace in my resolution of this morning, or, in other words »,. 


diverted 
Ing; but 
Whateye; 


. . . . * =’ 
original resolution of the Senator from New York with the 
of the question embraced in my resolution taken out, oug): 


Portion 


opinion, to have been referred to the Military Committee wit 


pinic | — 
division. All questions before this body relating to the pay dye . 
officers of the Army, or to improper payments to officers, or to 4) : 


claims of officers for pay due them, should be referred to the Mijija. 
Committee, and have been ever since I have been a member oj i“ 

Now, Mr. President, money was paid to some one tor Color, 
Runkle, and it has either been paid to the proper agent or not yo 
was a proper payment or an yaproper one; and this resolution author. 
izes a committee to inquire into all these questions. I am tryine +, 
have them examined by the Military Committee, which is skilled 
the investigation of such matters, and am also trying to have refer 
to the Military Committee a resolution which properly belongs to jt. 
Major Runkle’s friends themselves have asked me to allow this on 
to remain with the Judiciary Committee, and I am inclined to alloy } 
to remain there. I will, Mr. President, withdraw my motion to rec 8 
sider, and give notice that at a future day I will introduce a reso)y. 
tion which will reach the point that I desire to reach. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion to reconsider will be coy. 
sidered as withdrawn. 

Mr. SPENCER. I am very glad the Senator from Rhode Isjap) 
has withdrawn his motion to reconsider, and 1 hope the case wil] now 
go to the Judiciary Committee. It is simply a question of pure lay 
There is no doubt about the facts of the case. Major Runkle was 
dismissed the service several years ago; and last summer he was p 
instated, and the only question to be investigated is whether M 
Runkle’s reinstatement was legal and valid, whether they had q 
right to reinstate him. It is a question for the Judiciary Commits 
to determine, I think, and not the Military Committee. I hope thy 
Judiciary Committee will have this case of Major Runkle and that; 
will not be divided between two committees. I see no necessity fo: 
that. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Lest I may be understood as agreeing with the 
Senator from Alabama that this is the only point in question, | wil! 
say that I disagree with him. It is not the point in question, and | 
will try to reach it in a more direct way. 

Mr. CONKLING. The motion to reconsider is withdrawn? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the motion to reconsider is withdrawn, I woul: 
suggest to the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs that the 
case of Draper should go to the Committee on the Judiciary also, 
and I would ask his consent to move that the Committee on Naval 
Ailairs be discharged from the further consideration of it and that it 
be referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr.SARGENT. I certainly assent to that most cheerfully. I think 
it should go to the Judiciary Committee, and I expressed that opinion 
originally. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, that order will 
beentered. It is entered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that reference was made on thie particu- 
Jar urgency of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN.] | do not see 
him at this moment, and I suggest whether that ought to be done 
until he comes in. ea 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not know that he takes any interest in it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not know that he does, but 1 happen to 
remember that it was on his argument apparently that it was sent to 
the Naval Committee, and I think the motion might lie over as 4 
matter of eourtesy to him. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order will be suspended. ; 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Can I be indulged, Mr. President, in one remark! 
I do not know that I made it when I was up before. I will agree 
not to detain the Senate over one minute. I withdrew this resol: 
tion not because I did not think it appertained to the Military Com- 
mittee, but by the special request of some of the friends of Majer 
Runkle, who have been urging me for two or three days to with 
draw it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Did the Chair understand the Senator 
from Rhode Island to withdraw the motion to reconsider the orginal 
resolution ? 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Yes, and the other resolution I introduced this 
morning, and I do it at the special request of the friends of Colonie 
Runkle, not because I think the resolution ought not to go to te 
Military Committee. 


REMOVAL OF THE NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 


Mr. SARGENT. Before the unfinished business is taken up, | wish 
to give notice that I shall ask during some portion of the morning 
hour as soon as I can obtain the floor that the bill (8. No. i 
provide for the removal of the Naval Observatory, report ed from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, be acted on. This bill makes an appr 
priation and is a bill of some consequence. There is in a 
with it a printed report. [ should like to have Senators look at 
report oat the bill. I design to call it up some time this week. 
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the medium of all payments with the people of the United States. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication | 1f the States have no power to coin money and must make gold and 




















































commissioners of the District of Columbia, transmitting, in 

oa resolution of the Senate of the 14th ultimo, relative to 
and improvement of streets, &c., the report of the engi- 
f the District in relation thereto; which was referred to the 

ae .« on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


from the 
answer t 
» repair 


ynitte 
SERVICES FOR VICTOR EMMANUEL, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following: 
Italian Minister has the honor toinform the honorable President of the 
‘ « Senate that a commemorative service for iis Majesty the late King 
Victor Emmanuel IT, will take place on Tnesday, the 22d instant, at half 
kept for the 


1 Stat 


o'clock a.m., in the church of Saint Aloysius. Seats will be ke 
ubers of the United States Senate who would honor the ceremony 


by their presence. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


\ message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEorGE M 
Apams, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (H. 
R, No. 2057) to amend the charter of the Mutual lire Insurance Com- 
»yany of the District of Columbia; in which it requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 
The message also announced that the House had passed with 
amendments the bill (S. No. 412) to punish embezzlement in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and to protect the records of said District, and 
for other purposes; in which amendment it requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 
PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. There 
comes over as unfinished business of the session of Friday last the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MatrHews, } 
upon which the Senator from Florida [Mr. JONEs] is entitled to the 
oor. 
. Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, since this debate has com- 
wenced the chief topic of discussion with speakers on both sides of the 
Chamber, and on both sides of the question, has been the right of the 
Government to exercise one of its highest prerogatives, a great trust 
power given by the Constitution for the benetit of the whole people of 
the UnitedStates. How anybody could have imagined thatthe “ power 
tocoin money and regulate its value,” which is expressly conferred 
on Congress by the Constitution, can be impaired in the least degree 
by the exercise of another and a distinct power in the same instru- 
ment, is surprising. The public debt of the United States has to a 
great extent been created by Congress, by virtue of the power in the 
Constitution to borrow money, and the remaining part of it under the 
power to raise and support armies. ‘These various powers are to be 
construed in accordance with their nature and objects. The power to 
coin money and regulate its value is from its nature absolute. There 
arenolimitationsaboutit. It either means that Congress at all times 
shall have the right to fix the weight, fineness, and relative value of 
the coins of the United States or it means nothing. To suppose that 
any number of citizens, by loaning money to the Government and 
exacting a contract for its repayment, can oblige Congress to give up 
the exereise of one of its sovereign powers is neither creditable nor 
reasonable, I admit that the right to borrow implies the right to 
contract, and the right to contract carries with it the authority to 
bind the sovereign to the fulfillment of any contract not in violation 
of the Constitution. 
In the course of the argument I am about to make, I shall en- 
deavor to show that the silver dollar referred to in the resolutions be- 
fore the Senate is not only included in the two acts of 1869 and 1870 
providing for the payment of the public debt in coin, but that Congress 
bad no power to exclude it. And this will come in very properly 
upon a construction of these statutes, because I say that everybody 
acting under the Constitution, especially Congress, is presumed to 
observe the organic law, and I insist that it was not within the power 
of Congress to exclude the silver dollar in providing for the payment 
of the public debt. 

Much of the confusion and controversy which has arisen has been 
caused by confining the argument to the simple question of con- 
struction ; that is, whether the word “coin” in the acts referred to 
means gold and silver or gold only. It seems to have been assumed 
all along by Senators on both sides of the question that the Consti- 
tution was out of the debate altogether, and the only inquiry was, 
what did Congress mean by the words used in the statutes ? 

Ishall lirst try to ascertain, with a view of arriving at the meaning 
of Congress, what power that body has under the Constitution to 
bind the people of the United States to the payment of debts exclu- 
sively in gold coin; and if I shail be able to show that there is no 
authority whatever for making contracts payable only in gold it can- 
not be claimed that the word “coin” in the statutes referred to 
means dollars of the latter metal exclusively. 

The Constitution gives Congress power to borrow money on the 
credit of the United States, and also to levy taxes to pay the debts of 
the United States. ; : 

Congress has also the exclusive power to coin money and I pre- 
sume that the money it is authorized to borrow is the same that it is 
authorized to coin. 


There can be no legal-tender coin except gold and silver. Hence 
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ese two metals must be the measure of all income and profits and | the Government were to disregard this principle in its contracts, and 


silver a tender in payment of debts, the United States is under the 
highest obligation to give the people an opportunity of procuring the 
coin. This was the condition upon which the States gave up the 
coining power. ‘The idea was that the Government would coin the 
two precious metals for the people, and the States agreed to make 
nothing but this money a legal tender inthe payment of debts. That 
is thecompact of the Constitution. This view is sustained by aunifarm 
construction of the organic law both by Congress and the courts ever 
since the Government went into operation down to 1873. Congress 
made gold and silver a legal tender in the payment of all debts, and 
this was the law when both the acts referred to were passed. 

Congress was contined, as we have shown, by the Constitution to 
taxation to raise money to pay debts, and gold and silver were a legal 
@hder in the payment of all taxes, and are yet. And before I get 
through with this debate I will show that the only fund that was 
ever pledged to the bondholders for the payment of the principal 
and interest of their debt was pledged in gold and silver coin, and 
the law pledging it is yet unrepeaied. Now, could the Government 
have meant to pay gold exclusively when it was compelled to take 
silver for taxes and had no other means of getting money ? 

Congress has just the same right to-day under the Constitution 
to legislate upon the subiect of money and to set up a doable stand- 
ard as it had in 1792, 1837, and 1873; and when a sovereign power 
like this is clear and undoubted, the consequences of its exercise can 
never be regarded in order to determine its legality. 1 understand 
that the adversaries of silver remonetization go so far as to deny the 
right of Congress to recoin the silver dollar and make it a legal-tender 
without a breach of the public faith. For what has the faith of the 
nation been plédged which can make the recoinage of silver aswindle 
oracrime? The very most that the enemies of silver contend for is 
that, by virtue of the acts of March 18, 1869, and July 14, 1870, the 
Government pledged the public faith to pay the outs anding debts of 
the nation in gold. Suppose this were so, which it is not, who weuld 
say that the power of Congress over the coinage was affected in any 


way? The contract of the Government, resting on the power to bor- 
row money is one thing; the right ang duty of Congress under the 


Constitution to provide the people with a safe and sound circulating 
medium is another and different thing. 

There are seventeen distinct grants of power in the Constitution 
which Congress is authorized to exercise, commencing with the 
clause 





The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and general welfare 
of the United States. 


I will not read the whole, but there are seventeen distinct grants 
of power in the Constitution conferred upon Congress, each one of 
which is independent of the other. Here we have the power to bor- 
row money on the credit of the United States; the power to regulate 
commerce ; to coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin. 

We have also the power to declare war and to raise and support 
armies. The power to borrow money on the credit of the United 
States has no more connection with the power to coin money aud 
regulate its value than it has with the power to declare war, regu- 
late commerce, or any other delegated power in the Constitution. 

We are not informed how or from whom Congress may borrow. 
This is left to the discretion of the Government. Certainly it is not 
confined, as we know, to loans irom its own citizens. The United 
States may go into the money markets of Europe and borrow money, 
which it has done very frequently. What would be thought of a 
contract made by the officers of the Government with the bullion 
princes of Europe, which stipulated that in consideration of the 
favorable terms accorded to the United States Congress would abdi- 
cate its powers over the coinage so as to throw the whole of our 
precious metals into the mints of England, France and Germany ? 
Suppose it was written on the face of the bond, fifty times over, that 
this provision of the contract should be religiously kept: is there a 
citizen of the country, much less a lawyer, who would say that such 
an obligation could bind for a moment the people of the United 
States? Every outstanding bond and note issued by this Govern- 
ment is a debt for which the people of this country are liable and 
which must be paid at some future day. The credit of the Govern- 
ment, the faith of the nation, if you please, are pledged to liquidate 
this great burden. No legislative sponging will rid the people of this 
heavy debt. 

But if the necessities of the people and the country require the 
recoinage of silver and the restoration of the legal-tender qualities 
of that metal to facilitate payments between the citizens of the 
United States, then it will be impossible not to include Government 
obligations. The Government is the agent of the people, and it has 
no means of getting money except by taxation. It exercises a great 
trust power. It is not like an individual who has a vast field of re- 
sources to fall back upon that no government or public trustee ever 
can have. Taxation is an annuat sum paid by the people from their 
incomes to secure protection to life and property. Whatever money 
is expended by the State must be expended under an implied obliga- 
tion that the income and property of the people shall supply it. If 
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stipulate to pay its creditors anything which it would be impossible | 


for the ordinary incomes of the people to furnish, such obligations 
woifld violate the fundamental conditions of our social and political 
structure, and would be void without regard to written constitutions. 
In levying taxes upon the people you are bound by the highest con- 
siderations of duty and statesmanship to have regard not only to the 
amounts of property and capital to be assessed, but to the kind of 
money Which isin circulation among the people, and which repre- 
sents their income and profits. If silver coin is a circulating medium 
and a Jegal tender in the States, (which it may be made by State 
legislation,) how could you in reason or justice demand that this 
money be disregarded in the collection of Federal taxes? And if you 
are bound, and I think you are, to receive from the people their con- 
tributions for the support of the Government in the same kind of 
money that the laws compel them to take for their labor, capital, 
and property, is it not plain that this is the only fund which in rea- 
son or law the creditors of the Government can demand from it? 
Those who suppose that Congress may prescribe for the people a 
coinage of silver and make it a legal tender for private debts, and 
therefore receivable for all incomes and assume liabilities which 
require for payment another description of money exclusively, have 
a confused idea of the powers of the Government. Hence I stated in 
the outset of my argument that the question at issue really was 
whether we had a right to exercise the power of coinage conferred 
by the Constitution or not. If, as I contend, we have the power and 
the present state of the nation demands its exercise for the general 
good, we should put back the silver dollar where it was in 1873. 
After that is done this money wil] become the money of the Consti- 
tution and people, and being the measure of all incomes and prop- 
erty you will have to receive it for taxes, and what you receive for 
taxes you can alone pay out to discharge your obligations, upon the 
principle that taxation is the only means given to discharge public 
debts. 

The word money is used very often in the Constitution, and that 
is the first law to be considered. Congress may borrow money ; it 
may coin money. No State shall coin money or make anything but 
gold and silver coin a legal tender in the payment of debt. It can- 


not make gold and silver, it cannot make bullion a legal tender, but | 


’ 


the States can make “ gold and silver coin” a legal tender for every 
private obligation outstanding among and between the people of the 


States of his Union; and although the necessity of its exercise has | 


never arisen because Congress by positive legislation itself has exer- 
cised that power, the day may come when the States will be called upon 
to exercise this admitted power given to them by the Constitution. 
Putting aside all questions in regard to the power of the General 


Government to authorize the issue of paper as a circulating medium, | 


I contend that the money meant by the Constitution is coined money. 


1 also aflirm that this means gold and silver coins, as plainly as if | 


the names of the two metals were stated. 

The organic law then says that Congress shall have power to coin 
gold and silver money, and no State shall make anything but coin 
of these metals a legal tender in the payment of debts. Chief-Jus- 
tice Marshall in one of his great judgments said that the limita- 
tions upon a power marked its extent, for why limit that which does 
not exist? There are: other provisions in the Constitution which 
throw light on this subject. No State shall pass any ex post facto 
law or law impairing the obligations of contracts. In the great case 
of Hepburn rs. Griswold, 8 Wallace, Chief-Justice Chase, speak- 
ing for the court, said that the inhibition upon the States against 
laws impairing the obligations of contracts applied to the United 
States, although that Government was not particularly named. The 
prohibition whith prevents anything but gold and silver coin from 
being made a legal tender upon the same reasoning ought to have 
the same effect, because they are found sice by sidein the Constitution, 
the ene clause declaring that the States shall make nothing but gold 
and silver coin a legal tender for the payment of debts and the other 
that no State shall pass any law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts. And yet the Supreme Court in the case I have alluded to, 
and which in my judgment is law yet, decided that no act of Con- 
gress could be passed impairing the obligation of contracts. Why 
does not the same reasoning apply to the coinage? If the States 
cannot make anything but gold and silver coin a tender in the pay- 
mept of debts, where does Congress get authority to do it? These 
wotds show that the two metals were in the minds of the framers of 
the Constitution, and that they were intended to constitute our coin 
currency. All the engagements of the United States before the Con- 
stitution was adopted were payable in Spanish dollars; and as I am 
passing rapidly 1 will note an argument that has been very much re- 
lied upon in the discussion of this resolution in regard to the number 
of coined silver dollars that were in existence at the time these laws 
were passed, It ought to be remembered that from 1776 to 1794 there 
was no mint in this country, and that the people used the silver 
money of the world as they did any commodity of general use, to 
liquidate their obligations. 

These dollars were received and paid by.the Government, and the 
moneys of account of the several States were expressed in the same 
coin. If any argument could be drawn from the quantity of gold in 


cireulation at that time it might be claimed that silver alone was in- | 


tended to be the medium of all payments, as it was the money of the 
Government and the people, although we had not coined a dollar. 


| the silver coin of the world; we contracted our loans ab 


tT 


| 

One of the chief arguments in this debate against silver is that jt dia 
not exist in any considerable quantity when our great loans we, 

. ere 


made, and, as I have stated, from 1776 until we had a mint we used 
‘ 


—e- < . road in th: 
money, and it is a historical trath that when our paper aoe 
ation 


had exploded and the people of this young country were on the oy 
of starvation the payment of the French army in silver do]! : 
them temporary relief. 

Bearing in mind what I have said in regard to the coinage of tl 
Constitution and the recognition that these two metals have > a 
from it, I will touch for a moment upon the general nature 
tion, which is a great governmental power as we know. 

Adam Smith tells us that the revenue of individuals arises from 
three sources, rent, profit, and wages, and that every tax must 
linally be paid from one or other of these three different sorts of 
revenue, It is only through this taxing power that this Government 
can get money to pay its debts, for the Constitution says it may eo}. 
lect taxes to pay the debts and provide for the general welfare. In 
expounding the doubtful word * coin” as used intheacts of 15697) 
is it not reasonable to conclude that it was intended, not as my 
friend from New York who sits nearest to me [Mr. Kernan} and 
others have said, to mean money only that was coined in large quap- 
tities, but the kind of coin which the people had received for rey: 
profit, and wages, and in which they had paid their taxesever gine¢ 
they withdrew their exuberant bosoms from Great Britain. As tax. 
ation is the basis of all public contracts for money, what can be more 


ars Cave 
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| just or reasonable than to say that a wise parental government which 


sprang from the loins of the people did not intend to make their 


| burdens doubly heavy by putting it beyond their power to use the 


money of wages and income for the purpose of discharging thedebts 
of the State. Let it ever be borne in mind that the Government has 
no way of getting money except by taxation, and when you decide 
that the debts of the United States are payable exclusively in gold 
you in effect tell the most meritorious, the most numerous, and the 
poorest portion of the people that the price of their sweat and labor, 
of their tears and blood in every walk and state of life, from that ot 
the soldier who bares his bosom to the shafts of the savage enemy to 
the pallid and half-fed laborer who staggers over his incessant toil, 
| isnot goed enough or sound enough to measure those obligations 
| which were created by this Government to advance and promote the 
public welfare. We are pointed to the example of Germany and 
admonished by the hesitation of France in respect to this money 
question. 

And has it come to this, that the policies of continental Europe 
| are to control the American Republic? We hear of La:in unions and 
royal commissions formed to regulate the money of the people. i 
have heard of similar alliances in other days to parcel out states, 
trample down public liberty, and uphold the divinity of kings. The 
| royal emissaries who met at Paris in 1867 advised the demonetiza- 
| tion of silver and their recommendation was strongly supported by 
| another royal commission packed in Great Britain in the following 
year to give weight and emphasis to the new scheme. But the 
strangest thing of all is to find a distinguished American Senator fol- 
lowing the example of these European reformers so closely that 
| if we did not know him to be a stanch republican we might suspect 
him of aspiring to wear acrown. In January, 1868, just in the rear 
| of this royal march toward a gold standard, came Senator Sherman 
| with Senate bill No. 217, providing for the destruction of our silver 
coin. I am not critic or philosopher enough to be able to tell whether 
this move of his is to be assigned to coincidence or imitation. Some- 
body has said that we are all imitators, and that the Darwinian 
theory was strongly corroborated in that passion of our race which 
the monkey has so often fatally followed in using the edge-tools of 
his master. This policy of demonetization began with kings and 
emperors and ended with republicans. Oh, that we had had a Jef- 
ferson or a Jackson to sound the note of alarm to the people! With 
what impressive language might they not have addressed themselves 
to the lawgivers of the nation in behalf of the money of the people. 
They could have told them that the conditions of European and 
American society were not the same; that the law of the single stand- 
ard was as ill-suited to the wants and genius of our people as the law 
of primogeniture, and as the one was intended to facilitate the mo- 
nopoly of the soil which God designed as the common heritage 0! 
man, so the other was a refined expedient of titled economists to en- 
hance the power of accumulated wealth, which is the corner-stone 0! 
every aristocratic society; that equalization in the bounties and 
blessings of life is alike the object and security of republics ; and 
that the most successful efforts ever made to enslave the human race 
were those which darkened the mind through the pressure of want 
and the degradation of labor. The elevation of the working masses 
in this great country stands out in bold relief to the state of the labor- 
ers in every country in Europe. And this is the secret of your grea! 
power. Whenever the time comes, which I hope never to see, _ 
that portion of your people who in obedience to the laws ot God and 
society are doomed to honest labor feel themselves estranged from 
your Government, you will have lost the vital spark, the ennobliing 
| and cohesive principle which illumined and consolidated the temp . 
of your liberty. We need not be told that human laws have no 10 
| fluence upon the social and material interests of man, for all — 

proves the contrary. I see in the present distress and suffering ° 
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the country the germs of future dangers to your Constitution, and I 
speak as becomes an honest and sincere friend of the Republic. I 
would scorn to appeal to the prejudices of any class. I would not 
disturb by the slightest touch the settled order of property or ] 
if Ol 
peo oe relieve the destitution of the people. 
ber that in . - : ¢ ~ : 
. without the aid of legislation; that small can be its loss from 
oular and orderly operations of the laws demanded by society, 
jut that once it loses the security of peace and order and finds itself 
tagonism to those whose labor and property alone make it valua- 
+ will be a barren and profitless power in the hands that command 


ia 

piel 
" I believe I speak the sentiment of the whole country when I say 
that repudiation in every form 1s revolting to the people. It cannot, 
owever, be forgotten that the immense amount of Government obli- 
vations outstanding at the close of the war, and which represented 
nothing but waste and destruction, made it necessary for a time to 
yn that system of finance which existed previous to this great 
This was not a matter of choice but of necessity. 
$2,500,000,000. 


aband 
civil struggle. 
The war left upon us a debt of 


On the 3lst of October, 1865, we had compound-interest 
notes to the amount of 
Seven-thirty Treasury notes 
Certificates of indebtedness 
Five per cent, Treasury notes ....-......-.--...-....- 
Tinited States MOTES... coco wcccce veces voce sccwce seccee 


Small currency 


ioe eewencea $173, 012, 141 
830, 000, 000 


55, 905, COO 


428, 160, 569 
26, 057, 469 





In addition to this we had $250,000,000 of national-bank notes and 
State-bank notes. This enormous volume of paper currency, as every 
one knows, inflated every kind of property and stimulated all the 
industries of the country to the greatest activity. The South, just 
opened up to the world, after a most desolating civil war, presented 
aiine field for the employment of part of the redundant paper cir- 
culation. All values had been ttterly destroyed there. Twelve 
millions of people were left for a time without any circulating me- 
dium, and large amounts of greenback currency were sent there for 
investment, which for a few years put a new face upon the country 
and filled many a despondent heart with new hopes of prosperity 
and life. 

No sooner had the war ended than the ery went forth for a return 
to specie payments. Mr. McCulloch recommerded this policy to Con- 
gress, and it was decided upon almost unanimously. Had it been 
carried out with wisdom we might have avoided the catastrophe of 
1573; but, after having contracted the currency to $356,000,000 and 
pulled down all values, the process of contraction was stopped and 
speculation went on until it was arrested by the great panic. Since 
that memorable event this country, teeming with great natural re- 
sources and the most enterprising people in the world, has been in a 
state of paralysis. 

Millions of laboring men and women are out of employment and 
the cries of destitution that come from all parts of the country are ap- 


dition of the working masses all over the Union is getting worse and 
worse every day. Neither private nor public charity suffices to mitigate 
the sufferings of the poor, and for the tirst time in our history we see 
wandering pauperism sufficiently large to endanger public order 
and the security of property and life. In all this distress and suffer- 
ing we see no evidence of any derangement of the laws of nature or 
the displeasure of Divine Providence. On the contrary our harvests 
have been good ; the sun has shone forth upon the earth as in days 
ol prosperity and plenty and the rains and dews of heaven have 
fallen with regularity to nourish our soil and invigorate our produc- 
tions. Whatever is the cause of our distress it must be sought for in 
our financial system. 

_ It is the work of man and not the result of natural causes. There 
18 a profound conviction in the public mind that the cause of all our 
troubles lies in our financial system. In this view I fully concur. 
The vast accumulations and increase of Government and otherstocks— 
the legitimate resuits of war—have facilitated if they have not created 
astate of things highly unfavorable to a healthy and sound currency, 
which is as essential to the prosperity of the people as pure blood is 
to the natural body. We have a very large class of people in this 
country whose 
When I say unproductive I mean that it is not employed in furnishing 
Wages to labor, bread to the hungry, or even taxes to the States. The 
holders of this capital are content with a low rate of interest, which 


ane humerous and influential enough to form a distinct order in the 
‘tate. Their investments are of such a character that they fecl a 
“eeper interest in the affairs of Government, especially in legislation 
eid ee matters, than any other creditor class. The immense 
meal debt of the United States, so often spoken of as a pyramid of 
stracte ne geality, as we know, only represents the waste and de- 
uetion of war, which the future labor and productive power of the 
ee repair. Mr. Spaulding has well said that “every dollar 
cheens ook out of existence a dollar of value for which the Goy- 
fave its premise to pay.” Every dollar of property thus 
estroyed led us further and further away from the specie standard, 


and has to be produced again by labor before the value is restored. 
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abor, 
ld, by at least an effort to redress, relieve the complaints if | 

E ; Let capital remem- | ive energies of the people and not to speculators in fictitious values 
all conflicts with opposing interests it holds the advan- | 


32, 500, 000 | 


palling. Despite all we hear of the improvement of business the con- | 


principal wealth consists of unproductive capital. | 


is derived from taxes and imposts levied by the Government. They | 
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It is therefore by an increase of the real wealth of the country that 
we can hope to regain that state of prosperity which all wish to at- 
tain. That the issuing of paper promises in any form cannot add 
the value of a pepper-corn to the real wealth of dhe nation is a prop- 
osition I affirm to be beyond dispute. It is to the labor and product- 








that we must look to for relief from our present distress and burdens. 

It is by reviving your commerce and manufactures and giving new 
life to your industries of every kind that prosperity can be restored. 
Disguise it as you may, there are two classes now appealing to Con- 
gress for legislation favorable to their interests: the one is com- 
posed of merchants without ledgers, manufacturers without custom- 
ers, ship-owners without freights, and laborers without bread; the 
other is composed of those far-seeing and sagacious individuals who, 
disdaining the vulgar competition of ordinary business life, have 


preferred the excitement and uncertainty of the stock-board to the 


dullness and drudgery of productive industry. They are sensitive in 

the highest degree to the national honor. They represent large fort- 
| unes accumulated by judicious speculation. They have no reason to 
complain of the ingratitude of republics. The history of our financial 
legislatien shows that they have no ground of complaint against the 
Government. The act of 1869 enacted that the 5.20 bonds were pay- 
able in coin, and were it not that I have a few ideas of my own on 
this subject I would not recur to it, inasmuch as it has been amply 
discussed. 

It is well known that these securities went begging for greenbacks 
when the latter were worth but sixty cents in silver dollars of 412} 
grains. The $500,000,000 of 5.20 bonds authorized by the act of Feb- 
ruary, 1862, could not be sold for more than a year afterward. After 
the passage of the nine-hundred-million loan bill in the spring of 
1863, and when the currency was further inflated, the 5.20 bonds 
were disposed of for depreciated paper. 

We know that the law under which those bonds were issued ex- 
pressly provided that the greenback currency should be a legal tend- 
| er for all debts, public and private, except import dues and interest 
on the public debt. It was held by the highest court in the land 
that these notes were a legal tender for all private obligations con- 
tracted before 1862, even though they grew out of transactions in gold 
or silver. 

How a different construction could be given to the same language 
when applied to those public debts contracted in currency after the 
passage of the law is beyond comprehension. It has been stated by 
high authority that this change in the contract in favor of the bond 
holders and against the tax-payers cost the people five hundred mill- 
ions more than they were in law or equity bound to pay. It was a 
well-understood truth, both here and in Europe, that the legal-tender 
acts were a fundamental departure from our old financial system. 
The celebrated Mr. Huskisson, who threw more light on questions of 
this kind than any man of modern days, has well defined the char- 
acter of paper issues; and I will say here, speaking on this subject, 
that I would have voted against this Jaw had I been a member of 
Congress at that time; but I am called upon now, in my character 
as a legislator, to ueai with existing facts, and not with mere theo- 
ries. Mr. Huskisson said: 


Of paper currency there are two sorts; the one resting upon confidence, the 
other upon authority. Paper resting upon confidence is what I have described as 
cirenlating credit, and consists in engagements for the payment on demand of any 
specific sums of money ; which engagements form a general trust in the issues of 
such paper as they are enabled to substitute for money in the transactions of the 
community. Paper resting, upon authority in common language is called paper 
money, and consists in engagements issued under the sanction and by the imme- 
diate intervention of the public power of the State. 

Here we have a clear definition of the greenback dollar, which is 
paper money, being an engagement issued under the sanction of the 
State. In December, 1861, gold and silver took their flight. The 
Government had borrowed $100,000,000 in gold from the banks and 
issued $300,000,000 Treasury notes—some payable on demand, others 
in three years with interest. These notes were purely circulating 
credits. But it was thought that neither credit nor loans would be 
sufficient to supply the demands of the Government and paper money 
was determined upon. The wisdom of the plan adopted belongs to 
the historian and not the legislator, who is confronted with evils de- 
manding redress. There were but two ways open to the Government 
to obtain means to carry on the war: by borrowing specie and heavy 
| taxes or issuing paper money. The latter course was resolved upon. 
The legal-tender notes were expected to take the place of the coin 
| and bank circulation, which they did. All contracts and prices soon 
conformed to the new standard, and Congress and the people expected 
| that they would continue to discharge all obligations, both public 
and private, with the exceptions stated in tho law of their creation, 
until withdrawn from cireulation. The provision of the law guar- 
anteeing the payment of the interest in coin affords the very strongest 
presumption that the principal of the 5.20 bonds was not payable in 
the same kind of money. 

It is well known that this provision met with the strongest oppo- 
sition from the ablest friends of the new scheme in the House. It 
was not in the bill when it went to the Senate but was put in as an 
amendment by the latter body. When the bill was before the Sen- 
ate it was distinctly admitted by the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, Mr. Fessenden, that unless the amendment proposed, guaran- 
| teeing the payment of the interest in coin, was adopted, all interest 
| on bonds and notes would be payable in lawful money. 
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" eran ee ti, 
} is necessary to change the language of the law as it came | silver. How can you expect the latter metal to maintain its former 
from the Hou ) to secure the payment of interest in coin, why | relation to gold after it has been decreed by this and other nations 
H Was necessary to change it also so as to make the principal | that it should no longer be used for the purposes for which God ana 
pa e in the same kind of money? But, you may ask, wherefore | nature intended it. Take your staple commodities, and what gives 
" dol to the law as it was originally when the whole matter has | them value? ° 
Lyee t rest by the declaratory act of 1569? Js it not the unrestricted use of them for the purpose for 
: i wt is directly referred to by the resolution of the Senator | they are best adapted? We export and consume large quantiti, 
; fre Ohio, and its just and equitable interpretation is a leading | cotton. Suppose the United States and Great Britain should foy 
ft au 1 this debate. It is contended that the rights of the } | the manufacture of this commodity with the view of encoy : 
vj became fixed and settled by this law In some respects | the production of wool. Who could say after the passage of . 
; t remarkable piece of legislation ever enacted. It is | law that cotton had fallen in value because the suppiy was oy 
! : to strengthen public credit. It ought to have bee than before? But I do not mean to overlook or avoid the mos 
: : ‘ { an act to inerease the burdens of the people of the United | ible of the arguments which have been directed against th 
: States and to change the value of the publie debt. And what, sir, | tions of the Senator from Ohio. That argument has come fro. 
: ' was the eceasion of the law? The great war debt of the country | whom the people of America venerate and honor and whose op 
was contracted; the books all posted, the amount ascertained. The | at all times and on all subjects are entitled to the greatest 
ordinary revenues were sufficient for all the expenses of the Treas- | and while compelled by a sense of duty to differ from them a 
ur Phere was vo need for any more bonds or notes except to re- | other good democrats who concur with them upon the question 
hei duce the high rate of interest then being paid by the Government. | before the Senate Ido so with no overweening confidence in 
? Che public credit required no strengthening, for the period of uncer- | clearness of my own judgment, but with a conviction of its corr 
if tainty had passed. All that good faith demanded was that the | ness in this case that has been only shaken by the knowledce 1 
i; en em of the Government should be met according to the | it is different from theirs. The Senators to whose arguments I ally¢ 
4 letter and spirit of the law. But this declaratory act goes on to re- | stated in very terse language that it would be impossible to restoy 
' cite that doubts and uncertainty prevailed as to the meaning of the | the old silver dollar to our coinage and make it a legal tender f 
i" legal-tender law. Of course there were doubts and uncertainties | the payment of all debts without violating the honor of the natio 
} about a matter which involved $500,000,000, or more. This was | which was pledged to the public creditor. 
: : essentially a judicial question. The rights of the people and the This, after all,is the turning point or the vital issue of the ¢ 
4 ' rights of the bongholders were involved in it. It was not a ques- | bate. The friends of the resolution think that no such consequene 
tion of public faith or honor for no one doubted the intention | can follow its adoption as that stated by those Senators. Thy 
: ; of the Government to fulfill its engagements, whatever they were. | question is not whether the bondholders will continue to recei 
: re The point in doubt was the meaning of the statute, and when Con- | after the recoinage of the silver dollar the same money value tha 
ie Bi gress resolved that doubt in favor of the bondholders and against | they would receive and have been receiving for many years, but 
‘tH the people by giving a legislative construction to a law that had | whether or not according to the terms of the contract and th: 
F ete been on the statute-book for seven years, it departed from the well- the people of the United States have the option to select one of two 
yi t 4 detined limits of legislative power: ‘ To declare what the law is or | kinds of metallic money as a legal tender for the payment of tl 
5 i has been is a judicial power; to declare what it shall be is a legisla- | debts? When the public faith of a nation is spoken of in connectiv: 
wey tive power.” There had been, it is true, many deviations from this | with its engagemenrs nothing more is meant than that the Goven 
" ahi principle in England, but the omnipotence of parliament and the | ment and people will fulfill to the letter their contracts. It being 
ee if usurpations of the crown justified them. Magna Charta was a de- | recognized principle of public law that no nation can be brought into 
Akay claratory act, but it asserted the rights of the people and put down | any court or before any judge to have the force and effect of its ob 
¥ : ‘ ts the tyranny of the prince. It was the first great step toward popular | gations determined, as is done in contreversies between individuals, 
: : freedom. The petition of right in the time of Charles I and the Bill | every person who makes a contract with a government does sv 


of Rights in the reign of William and Mary, were both in the interest | full knowledge that the right to determine all questions of doubt 
and for the benetit of the people. So was Mr. Fox’s libel bill, which | regard to the meaning and effect of the obligation belongs to 1! 











; established the ancient right of juries against the judicial despotism | sovereign authority which made it. This must be so from the neces 
¢ of the greatest of modern judges. All these are happy instances of | sity of the case. 
the triumph of the people over their oppressors. But our declaratory When the creditors of the United States made contracts witli t! 
act of 1869 binds the people of the United States to the payment of | Government they agreed to be bound by its decisions upon all ques- 
the whole public debt in coin, and we are gravely told that this | tions of doubt arising out of the obligations the same as if an« 
statute is to be so construed that every dollar of our bonds and notes | press stipulation to that effect had been written on the face of thi 
; is to be discharged in gold. At the time this act was passed the sil- | bond. And it is strange that any one should doubt this right afte: 
: ver dollar of 412} grains was the unit of value. This was the stand- | the power has been exercised as it was in 1869, when by a decla: 
ard to which all things, even gold itself, were made to conform from | tory statute it was decided that the whole debt of the United Stat 
; 1792 until 1873. The eagle, double eagle, and other gold coins repre- | was payable in coin. Now, if Congress had a right in 1869 to give a 
) sented in value the numberof silver units stamped upon them. When- | legislative construction to a law seven years in existence, in order to 
; ever you had a note or a bond calling for $100, or $5,000, you had an | settle a doubt as to the meaning of certain words which it contained, 
y ; obligation which called for one hundred or five thousand sovereign | who will presume to question the authority of the same body to-day 
; units existing under the laws of the United States at that time, and | by resolution or otherwise, to declare its opinion as to the meaning 
every do}lar of indebtedness that was created while the silver dollar | of certain other doubtful words in another statute passed at a later 
was the unit of value represents to-day the silver units that are | day? It is too late now for the creditors of the Government to ques 
called dollars and that are so stamped upon their face. Eagles, for | tion our jurisdiction in this case after it has been once invoked it 
4 instance, were declared to be of the value of ten dollars or units, and | their favor and a judgment obtained which made them all happy. 
i to contain 270 grains of standard gold. I do not like declaratory statutes; but, when I find that they hav 


The act of 1849 providing for the coinage of double eagles and one- | been passed in the interest and for the protection of the bondbold 
dollar gold-pieces recognized the silver unit as the measure of value, | I see no reason why they may not be enacted in the interest and 
for it distinctly stated that these new coins should be of the value | the protection of the people. 

; of twenty units and one unit respectively. The name of the latter The question of jurisdiction being settled, as I think it must be 
was a dollar, but it was not the dollar of the Constitution or of the | favor of the right of Congress to pass this resolution, it follows | 
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: act establishing our standard. You had no standard dollar but the | whatever its judgment may be, it cannot furnish the slightest grown 
‘ silver one until 1873, when it was destroyed and its quality as money | for impeaching the honor or faith of the nation. Any other view 
=} ; taken from it. Under these laws it mattered not what the market | this subject would lead to the discreditable conclusion that our p 
‘ 


value of the bullion was, the authority of the State bad fixed the | to act at all is not an independent power, but one which de; 
coin value of 412} grains of standard silver as one dollar and made | upon the volition of the Government’s creditors, and thie excre! 
it exchangeable for 25.8 grains of standard gold. That silver and | which can never be justifiable except when it leads to a judgme! 
gold have each two distinct values must be admitted. Iam not in | their favor and against the conntry and the people. Phe quest 
the habit of having any mottoes put upon my speeches, but I can | jurisdiction being out of the way, let us for a moment consive! 
quote one here which I wish to use in that way, becanse it embodies | of the points relating to the merits of the case. It is contend 
the grandest truth involved in this debate. We are told here that | the relation proposed to be established between gold and 
these metals have no value but commercial value. That is a propo- | the recoinage of the silver dollar will lead to injustice In view of ™ 
sition which I deny, and I wish to draw attention to the writings of | present market value of the two metals; (I want to be distinct: 
one of the wisest men who ever wrote on this subject. The cele- | that subject:) that, according to the commercial prices ef guid a 
brated Montesquieu tells us: silver bullion, the true relation is in the proportion of 17} to 1, 4 
Silver, asametal, has value like all other merchandises, and an additional valueas | that proposed by the resolution is 16 to 1. ; : 
it is capable of becoming the sign of other merchandises. If it were no more than Mr. President, no question that is likely to arise here can be - 
© mate MSNEANTNS, & Weals Has ween Ue tin wales. | foreign to my taste or habits of thought than this, and nothing cot! 
We are now realizing that great truth. If it were nothing but | have induced me tosay as much as I have upon it but a desir =" 
merchandise 1t would lose much of its value. This we see illustrated | seem indifferent upon a subject which is thought to concern In a oe 
at the present time. Mercantile value depends upon supply and de- | way the interests of starving laboring-men. But, sir, when I tin “a 
mand. Complaint is made that the remonetization of silver accord- | ablest advocates and defenders of the demonetization law of 1 eae 
ing to the old standard will work injustice because of the change | ing such objections to the resolutions now before the Senate I ee 
which has taken place in the relative commercial value of gold and | foundly impressed with the weakness of their cause however able ma) 
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double standard is 1 to 154, and if 
rate or value of silver in 
ther countries of the doubk 


be their advocacy. It is proposed to establish the same standard for | gold to silver in the count: 
eer dollar Which existed in 1870 when the refunding act was | 200Pt the prop n of 1 to 


States would be 3.22 per cer 
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yassed. That act, as we know, made all the bonds Issue d under if Pay- | Theretore, whenever the reial relation should be restored so that 
ie in coin of the then standard value. This was I think the first | be as 1 to 15, the silver coins of the ited States would be exported and we 
oe ip our history that suck a provision was put in such a law. In | Weuld have a repetition of the ditlicu iich followed the coinage legislation of 
over some of the loan bills which were passed in the darkest at at te ox ee ry i oportions is to be adopted thatof 1 to 
be ’ . . he is dec t to that « t 
of our history I find nothing said in regard to the kind of . 
' vhich the creditors of the Government should be paid. It That is Dr. Linderman. He is speaking in 1876, when according to 
“never to have been disputed that the Government had the | the market quotations of sils gold in London the proportion 





nav its debts in gold or silver coin of the standard value at | was as 1 to 17. Still he tel ; 
ne the obligation was due. There never was any promise, | stay with you, do not pay al price of the 
-press or implied, given to the public that the standard of | metal, but have regard to the double-standard value at the mints of 
n would not be changed or that the relation between gold and | those countries which still continue to employ this metal as a coin. 
iould remain the same. The reason he gave for this recommendation was that if we under- 
is clearly shown by the law of 1834, which reduced the weight valued oursilver in the coin below the standard of European mints it 
gold coins 6 per cent. and nobody heard of any complaint | would not stay with us, but in obedience to a well-known law appli- 
from ereditors because they were compelled to accept a dollar of this | cable to the precious metals would go to those countries where it was 
reduced weight in payment of a debt which was based upon a dif- | better appreciated and valued. This illustrates the fallacy of those 
ferent standard. It is the conviction of some very intelligent men | arguments which we have heard in regard to the paramount duty of 
that the value of gold as compared with silver is abnormal. Would | Congress to tix the value of silver coins at the present commercial 
t be wise, then, to adopt the present depressed value of silver, caused price of bullion. If it is necessary to the welfare of the people to 
t has been by demonetization, as a basis for the relation of, the | provide for them a silver coinage, and in order to keep it in circula- 


‘wo metals in a coined state? I know that it has always been desir- |} tlon a given number of grains ot silver can only be put in the dol- 
lar, upon what principle of reason, justice, or law can the public 


ible with governments to keep the mint prices of the precious metals | 
is near as possible to their market prices. But at times this has been | creditors deny to the Government the right to exercise this sovereign 
power. But it may be said that the Government has the right to coin 


very dificult to do. When the metal is worth more in the market 
any kind of dollars it pleases, but it eannot tender to its creditors 





‘ « 
tells us, if you want a dollar at will 
l 


y regard to the market 


il 


as 


han at the mint it will be melted down and disappear from the coin- 
age. Before a change in the market price of one of the metals should | silver coins whose weight and fineness place them below the velue of 
produce a change in the mint price it ought to be ascertained what | gold in the market. Lf this be so then it is plain to demonstration 
the real eause of the change has been in order to determine whether | that Congress has no power to provide silver currency for the people 
t is temporary or permanent, You organized a commission to ascer- | at ali. Assuming it to be true, that in order to maintain the public 
) among other things the cause of the decline in the price of silver. | faith we are not at liberty to authorize the coinage of legal-tender 
i have their report before you. To my mindits reasons and argu- 
nisare unanswerable. From that report I see no reason for chang- 
the value of the silver dollar from what it was in 1873. Suppose 
should recognize the present depressed value of silver as perma- 
it, and coin a new silver dollar in conformity with the market 
due of the two metals—17} to 1. How long would that value con- 
nue after you restored silver te your coinage? If the market price 
he latter metal should advance to what it was in 1873, as some 
lieve it would, the new dollar of*increased weight and diminished 





| silver dollars, except such as contain such a quantity of pure silver 
| as would make the mint price of that metal the same as the market 
| price, or in other words in accordance with the ratio of 17% to 1, 
then I say the power to coin moneyand regulate its value is an empty 
name, without body or substance. 

If the power to regulate the value of our coins means no more than 
the duty of stamping the existing market prices of the two metals 
upon them, without regard to the mint prices of other countries, it 
would be impossible for us to regulate the value of our coins so as to 
lue, which the country demanded to stimulate production and pay | secure to the people the advantages of a metallic circulation. When- 
labor, would fly from your coinage to the melting-pot, and leave the | ever the yint price of silver in other countries is higher than the 
whole field of circulation to be supplied by gold and paper again. market price, instead of conforming our standard to the former we 











In determining the relation which our gold and silver coins should | would have to conform it to the latter, and then, being undervalued 
bear to each other under a law establishing a double standard we | according to the mint price of Europe, it would leave us as fast as 
must be governed either by the mint prices of silver in those coun- | it was coined, as has been shown by Dr. Linderman. The power, 
tries which still maintain that standard or by the market pricesin the | therefore, of Congress ever this subject must be untrammeled by all 
nations that have abolished it. Which are we going to do? We are | considerations of tenderness for creditors or anybody else. It is, as 
asked to adopt the standard of the market price of those countries | I have stated, a great trust power conferred upon us for the benetit 
that have abolished it, and we propose to establish the relation which | of the people, and if exercised at all it must be for the purpose of 
now exists in the double standard countries that still retain it. If it | securing for them a sound circulating medium. 

is our purpose, as I hope it is, to lift up this much abused metal which My proposition condensed is as follows: 

God has decreed should supply one of the most pressing wants of That the power to coin money and regulate its value is distinct from 
wan let us not imagine that we can do so by contirming and sanc- | the power to borrow money; that the former was intended to confer 
tioning its present degraded value which is the result of unwise leg- | upon Congress exclusive authority to establish for the people a me- 
islation and the policy of those who have labored to increase the | tallic currency of gold and silver; that the forms, weight, and fine 
purchasing power of money. Let it be remembered that the relative | ness of the metals to be coined, the proportion of alloy, and the rela- 
value of silver to gold in those countries of Europe which now use | tive value of gold to silver are all matters resting in the arbitrary dis- 
the double standard is in the proportion of 154 to 1, and that if we | cretion of the Government; that, whatever quantity of gold or silver 
hope to encourage them to reopen their mints to the coinage of the | the Government shall at any time determine upon as the weight of a 
former metal and to abandon the lead of England and Germany in | dollar, the coin which it creates must pass current for its nominal 
their crusade against silver, it will not be by putting the sovereign | value; that no creditor, public or private, has any right, legal or 
stamp of this Government upon our silver coins to mark more con- | moral, to prescribe for Congress the weight or fineness of the coins 
spicuously the temporary depreciation of that metal. established by law; that, as the Constitution has given the sover- 
Now I come to Dr. Linderman, who is a great authority on the sub- | eign power of coinage to the Government, if any class of creditors 
ject of money, but learned men writing on this subject, as well as on | had a right, by contract or otherwise, to say to Congress what value 
law, tind it very hard to treat: his pame and book have been so often | or weight it should give to its money, the organic law would be vio- 
alluded to in this debate. He informed us in 1876 that if Congress lated, and, instead of Congress regulating the value of the coins, as 
should conclude to recoin the old silver dollar it would be wise to | the Constitution expressly requires, their weight and fineness would 
lower a little its old weight so as to make the mint price of silver | be determined by an extraneous power, outside of the Government, 
here the same as it was in the double-standard countries of Europe, | which would be utterly inconsistent with the object and purposes of 
li, to1. He did not seem to think that the market price in London | the Constitution. P 

ought to govern us in fixing the value of our silver dollar, although | The power, therefore, to regulate the coin and its value is not to be 
that market price at that time was in the proportion of 17 to 1. But | controlled by anybody; it isan independent sovereign power, and 
fet us see what he says. This is one of the most important points | cannot be bartered away; and if any number of men, however large, 
in this whole controversy, because our friends on the other side say, | in the United States have the power to come here to this Government 
“You do net propose to give us an honest dollar;” but I propose to | and dictate to it the number of grains of silver its coin shall contain 
show by the authority of Linderman that the dollar we intend to | and it is bound to put them into it, this would take away our inde- 


2 ate would bea more honest one than the one that he recommended. 
@ says: 
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pendent authority, they might as well come here and dictate legis- 
| lation. The power to regulate the value of our coin, like the power 
The average relative value of the two metals for 1874 was as 1 to 16.17; for 1875, | to regulate commerce, is attended by no limitations whatever, ex- 
oe ~ - for the first seven yeonthe of 1876, 1 to 17 ES iit appears to be as- | cept what the sovereign authority w hich possesses it thinks proper 
States on Gcdeisceedinndion cecpeieentinn ies tn adie caseedied te oo | to attach to it. Congress is not then bound to follow the market 
years prior t6 1782, namely, 1 to 154, would induce France and other countries of | PTIC® ot gold or silver in xing the weight of its coins. In the fur- 
ae standard to adhere permanently to the same and remove the existing therance of a wise policy it may be proper to raise the mint price of 
two metals tothe solktore veloe wate Gat cane ee aa wrwr asa enpae en -“ _ the metals above the market price in order to keep them iu the 
emonetization of silver by the German Iapire. If this result be pdmitted ag | Country. Phis is a subject with which no individual or combination 
Probable the proposition for basing a double standard in this country on the pro- | individuals have anything todo. And whenever you consent to 
portion of 1 to 16 must be regarded as unsound and impracticable. The ratio of | exercise this high power in subordination tothe interests and wishes 
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of body except the people of the United States, you will abdicate 
the high trust which has been placed in your hands to promote the 
hap} sand prosperity of the country. 

I have now concluded what I have to say touching the rights of the 


public creditors to control the coinage power of Congress in order to | 
secure payment of their debts dollars of a specified weight and 
qualit I wish now to say a few words in regard to the charges 
that have been brought against silver because of its alleged varying | 
qu One of the causes assigned for banishing this coin from our 


Svs as that it varied so much in value that it could not be relied 
upol Phe only reason I have ever heard for the act of 1°73 was 
that s r was not stable, not uniform enouh in value to remain a 
legal-tender coin. Now I make the assertion that from the time of 
the first coinage act in 1702 down to 1873 there has been no legisla- 
tion respecting the coinage which shows that there was any varia- 
tion whatever in our silver coin, and that every change which took 
place between these two periods was based upon the variations of 
gold coin, and if any coin ought to have been abolished becanse it 
was uustable and liable to change in value it should have been the 


other coin. 

The act of July 14, 1870, is unlike any loan bill ever before passed 
by Congress. It specifies that the bonds issued under it shall not 
only be paid in coin, but in coin of a certain weight and fineness, the 
standard existing at the time of the passage of the above act. The 
declaratory act of 169 declares that all the interest and non-interest- 
bearing debts of the United States, including legal-tender notes, are 
payable in coin. No one will say that the whole debt of the United 
States under these laws is not en the same footing. Whatever is held 
to be the meaning of the word “coin” in the act of 1869 must also 
be the meaning of the same word in the act of 1870. In 1868 the 
Supreme Court of the United States decided that the greenback dol- 
lar is an engagement to pay a coined dollar. And the court went on 
and defined what a coined dollar meant under the laws of the United 
States, which is a certain quantity in weight and fineness of either 
gold or silver, authenticated as such by the stamp of the Govern- 
ment. (Bank vs. Supervisors, 7 Wallace, 30.) 

I refer to this decision not for the purpose that it was referred to 
the other day, but to show that this legislation violated every rule 
applicable to the case when it declared, as some say it did, that this 
debt is payable exclusively in gold,and when the highest court in the 
land had interpreted the law it went beyond its power because the 
decision of 1868 was standing in its face at the time that the law of 
1869 and the funding bill of 1870 were passed. But that is not the 
only decision. The court before that held, in a case wher a judg- 
ment had been rendered exclusively for gold for duties and it was 
afterward modified so as to read gold and silver, that that was 
proper, and that a judgment against a citizen for duties on imports 
under the laws of the United States was payable in gold and silver. 
Here, then, are two adjudications; the one holding that the paper 
dollars of the United States were payable in gold and silver, and 
that construction of the law stood in the face of Congress when 
the declaratory act was passed which it is now insisted means gold 
alone. 

But it may be said that while the notes of the Government are 
payable in gold and silver the bonds of the Government are pay- 
able in gold alone. I say that we have the authority of the highest 
judicial tribunal in the United States that the money of the people, 
the greenback money, is redeemable in either gold or silver. Here 
was a judicial construction of the contract existing between the 
holders of greenbacks and the Government by the highest court in 
the land before the eyes of Congress when the act of 1869 was passed. 
Is there a lawyer in the United States who will say that any rule of 
construction will warrant the conclusion deduced by some from the act 
of 1869, that it means gold, and not gold or silver, by the word “coin,” 
in the face of the judgment of the Supreme Court, which defined a 
coined dollar to be a quantity of either gold or silver? Mark you, the 
word “coin” isin the statute and they passed upon that. If the obliga- 
tions of the Government tothe people who hold its paper dollars can 
be discharged honestly and honorably by the payment of silver dol- 


lars who will pretend that the bonds of the United States cannot be | 


paid in the same description of money? As the Supreme Conrt has 
held that all our legal-tender notes are payable either in gold or sil- 
ver it follows that our national-bank issues may be redeemed in like 
manner, 80 that the whole paper currency of the United States, now 
outstanding, represents silver and gold dollars and may be paid in 
either. 
secure the outstanding issues of the banks are payable in one kind 
of coin and the bank-notes in another, where will be found the Eldon 


or Kent to adjust the jarring equities which such an inharmonious 


system must create ? 


There cannot be the least doubt that the words “coin of the 


standard value of the United States” in 1870 mean gold or silver 


money, as then authorized by law. Indeed, this is not seriously 
doubted by anybody; but it is claimed that the act of 1873, estab- 
lishing the single gold standard, has in some mysterious way put it 


beyond the power of Congress to restore to our coinage the silver 


doar of former years. Those creditors whose rights are fixed by the 
act of 1870 cannot look beyond that law for the measure of what is 
due them by the Government. That act was never repealed or modi- 
fied by that of 1873, and the effort made by Congress to establish a 
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| to them to pay their debts either in gold or silver. 
| taken is that the act of 1870, which 1s not repealable, (1x 





If the millions of bonds now held by the United States to 





J ANUARY 21, 


single standard could not take away from the people the rig} 


it secured 
The Position 


AUN 
contract,) has been to some extent repealed, and the act of 189% : cece 
it is clearly within our power to alter, is irrepealable. A cont, 
can only be changed by the consent of both the parties to it ; 
inasmuch as it was thought wise to stipulate in the law of 147); 
precise number of grains of gold or silver which should disc} 
all obligations created under its authority, that provision of t 
must remain intact until it is abrogated by all the parti: 
contract. 
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A great deal has been said about the varying value of silver f; 
the time it was adopted by our laws as the unit of our money gyw 
to the period of its banishment in 1873. Isit not remarkable that J 
discovery was never made or, if made, was never acted upon ty 
statesmen until the above year? [am aware that [run great risk in 
making this statement of placing myself in a position of antagoni ' 
to a large number of professional financiers and writers who hay 
flooded the country with pamphlets that make one’s head dizzy ; 
contemplate them. Before the adoption of the Constitution the stay, 
had power to coin money. It was thought wise to take it from the 
and vest it exclusively in the Government of the Union. . 
done in very plain language : 





This was 


The Congress shall have power to coin money, regulate the value thereof. a 
of foreign coin. 


Power was also given to provide for the punishment of counter. 
eiting the securities and current coin of the United States. 

The first coinage was under the act of April 2, 1792.) That act es- 
tablished the silver dollar as the unit of value which was equal to the 
Spanish milled dollar so long in use among the people of America. 

The conservative hand of Mr. Jefferson is seen in this coin: fo; 
while others contemplated a more complicated coinage system he 
favored the simple one which was adopted. It was decided that th: 
coinage of the United States should consist of gold and silver, wit) 
the preference in favor of silver as the unit of value. The relation 
between the value of the two metals was fixed at the ratio of 15 to 1. 
One ounce of gold should be the equivalent of 15 ounces of silver, 
and vice versa. The weight of the dollar or unit was $714, grains of 
pure silver, and with the alloy to weigh 416 grains of standard 
metal. The standard for silver under the thirteenth section of th 
act of 1792 was 1,485 parts “ fine” ‘to 179 parts alloy, eagles to be ot 
the value of $10, and to contain 2474 grains of pure gold and to weigh 
270 grains of standard coin. The standard for gold tixed by the act 
was 11 parts fine to 1 of alloy. No inconvenience was felt by the 
country from this act until about 1223. In that year attention was 
called to the existence of a marked change in the relatve value of 
gold and silver. Causes that have never been satisfactorily explained 
appreciated the value of gold, so that the true relation between the 
two metals was in the ratio of 16 to 1. 

It has been said that gold was undervalued from the beginning of 
the Government. I deny that. I say that when those two coins 
were put into existence in 1792 the relation of 15 to 1 was the true 
relation, but with advancing time the gold changed in value while 
the silver retained its own. Gold appreciated in value between 1792 
and 1834, and in 1834, as is well known, Mr. Benton reduced it 6 
per cent. or more in value in order to equalize it with the silver coin. 
There was no recognized change in silver between these years, but it 
was admitted on all hands that gold had ajpreciated and it was 
recognized by our laws and they put it down a little over 6 per cent. 
to bring it on anequality with silver. If silver had changed in value 
then the argument now made ought to have prevailed and the Gov- 
ernment ought to have put into it a few additional grains. 

It has been said that the gold coins went directly trom the mint to 
the ship, and were exported and sold at a profit. Congress, as is well 
known, in 1834 felt compelled to readjust the relative values of gold 
and silver. This was effected by an act in that year which has otten 
been referred to. That act reduced the weight of the gold eagic trom 
247% grains of pure gold, as tixed by the law of 1792, to 252 grains of pure 
gold, a reduction of 6 percent. The silver dollar was not touched, and 
this is very strong evidence that in the judgment of the statesmen ol 
that time it was the gold that had varied in value and not silver. Ii 
silver had depreciated, why then the remedy now suggested by some 
ought to have been adopted, and additional grains of metal put ito 
the silver dollar. The next change was by the act of 1537. ‘This act 





| changed the standard of both coins from what it was under the law 


of 1792. We have stated that under the latter act the stancard tol 
silver was 1,485 parts fine to 179 parts alloy, and for gold I! paits 
fine to 1 of alloy. The law of 1837 established the standard tor bot 
gold and silver coins at 9 to 1, nine parts of pure metal to one of alloy. 
By this act the weight of the silver dollar was reduced from 416 grails, 
under the law of 1792, to 412} grains, where it stood when demone- 
tized. : , 

It has been stated in this debate, upon the authority of Dr. Linder- 
man, with whom I would not presumg to discuss a question of this 
kind, that the act of 1834, to which have referred, and the act ot 
1853, to which I have not referred, but which I shall notice before I 
sit down, were steps toward the establishment of a single standard, 
and were so intended. This inference from the two acts of Congress 





| mentioned is, in my judgment, wholly unwarranted by anything coD- 
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) them or in the discussions which took place when they were | where the maxims of feudal tyranny had imbedded themselves in 
ae consideration. every system. 
If the full weight of the silver dollar was reduced from 416 to 4123} Something original, something new at least in appearance, was 
ing by the act of 1837 the fineness of the metal was increased in | necessary to attract and interest a people who had drunk te the very 
eo sam proportion, and the coin contained after the change nine- | dregs the bitter eup of revolution. Everything that had tie mark 
of 4124 grains, which is 371; grains of pure silver, the pre- | or badge of royalty was offensive. Look to your Constitution and 
snantit? in the dollar of 1792. see verified in every linethe truth of whatI say. No title of nobility 
cise qu : shall be granted by any authority, State or Federal. No presents 


ed i! 


hs of 


And so it was W ith the gold coins under the same law. The eagle 
sinned to contain 232 grains of pure gold. This act lessened the | can be received by your officers from any king or prinee without 
weight and balk of the silver dollar without affecting in the least your permission. No religious text for office; no establishment of 
< intrinsic value. And next comes the act of 1°53, which has been | religion by the state. And when the first Congress came to prescribe 
; pon all over the country as an act which debased our silver | a device for your coins, the proposition to stamp the President’s head 

jnage, With the view of marking its inferior value as compared | upon them after the fashion of imperial Europe was indignantly 
pera on i , rejected. Some remnants of the old system we were compelled to 

It is well known that the gold discoveries in California, in 1848, cre- | retain, but they were the best parts of it. 
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for \ ( In the long strugele which 
ated a sensation which was felt throughout the Union. The devel- | was carried on in England in behalf of the people and against their 


opment of the riches of that State, as every one knows, had the oppressors a few concessions were obtained from the tuvored few 
efect of disturbing the relations of gold and silver as fixed by the | by the suffering many. You see them in the habeas corp 
vet of 1834. The former metal, true to its varying character, now | time of Charles Il, in avast number of laws enacted 1y 
depret iated in value and silver became the more valuable coin. after the expulsion of James II, and notably in the till of rights 
In the year of 1853 this evil was severely felt, and nearly all the | which proclaimed to the world that the crown of bi.gland was no 
small change had disappeared from circulation. Congress was ap- longer to be considered a gewgaw upon the head of un absolute des- 
pealed to again to take some steps to secure to the people a metallic | pot as in the times of the Tudors and Stuarts, but « conspicuous and 
subsidiary coinage, for the country was flooded with shinplasters of | glittering recognition of the right of the people ‘o resist and over- 
every description, Which took the place of our silver change, nearly | throw oppression and establish upon its ruins a government of their 
all of which was melted down or exported in consequence of its | own selection. 
yndervaluation as compared with gold. The act of 1853 was the] Sir, the unit of our coinage, the silver dollar, is coeval with Amer- 
result of this state of things, and the subsidiary silver coinage was | ican liberty. It is spoken of in the Constitution, and was in the 
depreciated some 6 per cent. below the value of the silver dollar; | minds of its framers, and in their pockets, too, long before the first 
that is, two half dollars or fonr quarters were made unequal to a} coinage law was enacted. In the first clause of section 9, article 1, 
silver dollar, and their legal-tender quality limited to $5. But who | of the Constitution, we find a provision empowering Congress to 
will say this act was intended as a blow against silver, when it is | levy a tax or duty not exceeding $10 on certain persons therein 
well known that it was passed in order to retain or, rather, to bring | designated. In the seventh amendment to the Constitution the right 
back that metal to the people ? of trial by jury in suits at common law when the valne in con- 
The depreciation in the value of gold which followed the California | troversy exceeds $20 is guarded. The jurisdiction of all your eourts, 
discoveries was urged upon Congress as a reason for another change | under the judiciary act of 1789, was made to depend upon the value 
in the relative value of the two metals. But it was wisely said that | of the matter in controversy, and that had to be measured by a 
the divergence was only temporary, and that before the value was | specified number of dollars. What kind of dollars do you suppose 
changed again the Government ought to be sure that the depreciation | the framers of the Constitution and of the judiciary act meant when 
was permanent. they used the language I have quoted? They certainly did not mean 
This advice was followed, and what at first had the appearance of | gold or copper dollars, for none such were known to the world. They 
an evil which would disarrange our whole monetary system turned | could not have intended paper dollars for there were none in exist- 
out to be a great blessing and added beyond calculation to the com- | ence. It is plain that they had in mind the only coin to which the 
fort and happiness of our race. I regret to say that the same wisdom | name of dollar could be applied, the well known and highly valued 
was not displayed in 1873, when Congress for the last time laid its | silver dollar. 
heavy hand upon the coinage. Surely the difference in the value of The act of 1792 left no doubt upon this point, for in providing for 
gold and silver was not as great then as it was in 1853 and 1549. | the coinage of the American dollar it prescribed that it should be of 
The silver dollar, it is said, was worth 3 per cent. more than the gold | the value of the Spanish milled dollar, as the same was then current. 
dollar in 1873, and the difficulty of maintaining the equilibrium be- | The right of option which the resolution affirms as belonging to the 
tween the two coins induced Congress to give effect in practical leg- | Government cannot be construed to mean that all the obligations 
islation to the long-cherished idea of Alexander Hamilton respecting | named in it shall be actually paid in silver. The only effect of this 
asingle standard. Sir, I have great respect for the memory, ability, | is to deny the liability of the Government to pay its debts exclusively 
and statesmanship of Alexander Hamilton, but nothing that he ever | in gold. 
wrote on the subject of money was more wise, philosophic, or endur- This option never was disputed until now. The Government al- 
ing than his reasons for preferring a double to a single standard for | ways had it, and always ought to have it. The existence of a right 
our coinage. In his celebrated report to Congress in 1791, touching | and the policy or wisdom of its exercise are two different things. 
the establishment of a mint, he said: The pictures we have had drawn of wagous loaded with silver going 
3ut, upon the whole, it seems to be most advisable, as has been observed, not to | to and coming from banks are preposterous. Objections based upon 
attach the unit exclusively to either of the metals; because this cannot be done | the hitherto limited coinage of silver are equally unreasonable. It 
eit ithont dating the, fice and character of omsof them a, mane, | is not proposed to give the United States any new or extraordinary 
different times, has been proposed from different and very respectable quarters ; power. Those who shall be charged with the business of paying the 
but which would probably be a greater evil than occasional variations in the unit public creditors will enjoy the same discretion that like ofticers have 
from the fluctuations in the relative value of the metals, especially if care be taken | enjoyed in the past. From the foundation of the Government up to 
cages the proportion between them with an eye to their average commer- | the time of the passage of the act of 1873, all debtors, public and pri- 
To annul the use of either of the metals as money is to abridge the quantity of | V@te, rich and poor, had the right to pay their debts either in gold or 
circulating medium, and is liable to all the objections which arise from a compar- silver coin. No inconvenience ever resulted from this right. l Pp 
ison of the benefits of a full with the evils of a scanty circulation.—Report on | to 1834 gold in our coin was worth more than silver at the then 
Finances, volume 1, page 138. ratio. A reduction of 6 per cent in the value ef the former was 
There is nothing in this citation from which we can infer that he | necessary to equalize them. But before this change no one ever 
preferred a single toa double standard. But even if the authority of | heard cf the Government putting wagon-loads of silver upon its 
his great name could be invoked in support of the act of 1873, it is | creditors. The banks did not do it, individuals did not. There is a 
enough for me to know that it trampled under foot the teachings | natural law which has ever governed the use and circulation of the 
and wisdom of Jefferson. Sir, the coinage laws as they stood at the | precious metals. It is folly to talk of departing from it now. There 
time of the great innovations alluded to embodied all that the sage | seemed to be a necessity at the outset of social organization for two 
of Monticello had recommended on the subject. (See Jefferson’s | metals, one more valuable in proportion to its weight and size than 
Works, volume 1, page 162.) When he first conceived the grand | the other. Silver and gold never have performed and never will per- 
thought of a new and distinct government for America he was pro- | form the same functions as money. Look to the experiment of the 
foundly impressed with the conviction that no system could be last- | gold dollar. An unusual yield of that metal brought it into exist- 
ing or beneficial to this new people unless the outlines of the strue- | ence; but it was utterly unfit for practical purposes. 
ture were different in all respects from the rotten and oppressive There is a large channel which silver coins alone can fill. It is em- 
institutions of Europe. It was easy to map out the planof a republic | phatically the money of the people. What amount of it can be 
With a foundation like that of Venice or Holland; where human lib- | absorbed in the trade or business of the country for which it is best 
erty was nothing but an empty name. It was easy to take up the | adapted no one can tell with precision. The advantages of a metallic 
examples of the petty republican commonwealths of antiquity, where | over every other currency is its self-adjusting quality. I know that 
license was substituted for law and force and rapacity were the only | some apprehend that a recoinage of silver will drive away gold. Alas, 
controlling principles, and apply them here. But Jefferson knew | that sensitive metal long ago took its flight. Its shining face is never 
that to build permanently, the foundations of this great popular | seen unless it is brought forth by a premium at the broker's board. 
Government had to be laid in the affections of the people, and this | The greatest danger which our institutions have ever encountered 
could not be done with the cast-away materials of the Old World, | has been in the forced departure of our Government from those prac- 
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The 


sand methods peculiar toa state of peace. re 


nius of repub- 


ics is not suited tothe shocks of war. Over sixteen years ago the 
tocsin of civil strife was sounded and the Constitution put to the test 
of batth But it was not alone from armed force that danger was to 














ln ipprehended The effect of long-contin ied employment of the law 
of foree has ever been to weaken the authority of the civil magistrate. 
A large proportion of our people were but ildren when the civil war 
begun. The most that they have seen and felt of Government has 
been calculated to give them a poor opinion of those limitations of 
1M rand authority which are essential! preserve popular liberty. 
A strong public sentiment has long existed in favor of upholding 

i if peace the same harsh methods and maximsthat are adapted 
t ot wal And this is the chief difficulty in your way now 
back to a sound currency. You find th a paper em 

hi id of the affections of the peopl Y« sce at ! t an 
ible circulation in tence, compare th which all others 

k into insignificance. Some of us want t back to the money 

of the ¢ itt ) We diflt sto the best means to reach tl 

end, and hu i feeling has been created Myself and hers 
believe that you iW radualiv edue the people bas k to the old | 
metallic SVAtel l for one have no col (it comp SOry legi lu- 

tion on this subject rhe man who has be r years in a dunceo 
cannot with safety to his vision be forced ddenly into the glare of 

aven’s light. Wemust legislate now not only with a view tothe fu 


tu 


vccomplished facts, and ne 


must deal with 


Weare living 


We 


1eork 


re, but with an eye on ile present an ithe past. 
with speculative t1 
in the first part of the second century of our national life, and we must 
not, we dare not overlook the vast accumulations of our history. We 
have to deal with interests which are the products of error as well as 
of wisdom, and the one has just as much claim upon our considera 
tion as the other. We cannot cut with a rude hand the knot we are 
unable to disentangle; but we must approach the great work before 
us of dealing with established rights built 












upon the policies of the 
past in thespirit in which the holy man was admonished of the sacred- 
ness of the soil beneath his feet when he was told to take off his 
hoes, for the ground on which he lIked was holy 
4 We are approaching near the tin vel for thes option of coin 
! payment You will require every support possible to accomplish 
succes You have b ul 1 1 p rye 1 « 
nee the war, who have never seen a gold coin ai 
to paper) ey The young and acti en 
parties have not been in thesch 
nu. They have never t ln ru 
one Nhey read of the mysterious transactions in coin as they 
mld of the operations of the H tna ioetter You « not hove to 
vert them to old theories by recitals in an act of Congr You 


not try tocram down their throats your own wellsettled opinions 














denounce them for not accepting them as self-evident truths. It 

8 ! be remembered that these men are Americans with independ 
ent convictions, and that even their errors are entitled to respect. 
With tl difliculties before you and the greatest tinancial problem 
the history of the world to work out, nothing could be wiser than 

»pubintoen ulation every metallic dollar y mcan Let the people 
ce and feel the money of the Constitution. 

Displace your small netes with silver coin as fast as you can, and 
yuen vy redeem one of your promises let it pass from existence for- 
eve Silver will be an auxiliary to resumption that you cannot 
rejor You may have to pay out this money from your Treasury to 

your credit. Let us hear no more, then, of denunciation and 

i « because of our different opinion this great question. Let 
hope that whatever measures may be adopted forthe relief of this 
lering country they will prove as efficacious and wise ir ad 
vocates expected, and that that charity and mutual con which 
muuld always be extended between those who are laboring fora 


public object may characterize our discussions and temper 
passions But permit me to say in 1,in the language of 
the brilliant of modern orators, that “if, which Heaven forbid, 
it hath still been unfortunately determined that victims are neces 
sary, and because we will not bow down upon our knees before the 
golden calf and worship it, we are to be cast into the burning fur- 
nace, | trust in God that there will be found a redeeming spirit in 
the Constitution that will be seen to walk with the sufferers through 
the flames and preserve them unhurt by the conflagration.” 

Those who undertook the work of banishing our silver coinage did 
not do it effectually. While they put into the new code that pro- 
vision of the law of 1873 which limits the legal-tender power of the 
silver dollar to $5, they forgot to omit from their compilation the act 
of August 9, 1846, which makes all our import dues payable in gold 
and silver. There it stands to-day in section 3473 of the Revised 
Statutes, under which all importers have the right to pay duties at 
the custom-house in either gold or silver coin. ‘This law of 1846 was 
on the siatute-book when all our great loans were taken. Our cus- 
toms dues were specially pledged as a fund to pay the coin interest 
of our debt, and it is from that source that gold has been obtained for 


oul 
1 
CONCIUSLOI 


mest 


i ee the purpose. Here, then, was notice to the whole world of the most 
cet public character that that revenue fund which the bond creditors 
: had particularly in view, and which they succeeded in getting a 
ui mortgage on, was, by the positive provision of existing law, payable 


in gold and silver coin. Section 3694, Revised Statutes, which is 
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taken from the act of 1862, provides that “the coin paid for dnt 
on imported goods shall be set apart as a spet ial fund ” for ths sohang 


ment of interest on our bonds and notes and the purchase , 
of 1 per cent. per annum of our whole debt, to be se 


-t Apart 


T pays 











ing fund. F 
Can any one say that the coin which was receivable fo 

dues in 1662, when this pledge was made to the cre litor 2 
coin meant by the contract What would be the ruk 

was one between individuals? Suppose A has an estate f; 

he derives an income payable in gold and silver—and sou 

vere nade in this way in the olden time—and suppos: 

this income to secure the payment of a loan: could an 

that the kind of money receivable under the settlem: 
discharge the debt?) And this provision of the law fur 
| strong illustration of the rights of the Governinent rm Sj ’ 
coinage, notwithstanding the law of July 14, 1870. Can it be elas 
then, that the actof Isd2, pledging the duties on imports to 
itors, makes it obligat ry upon Congress to maintain the s 


ee 


, 


time Is not 1 


respecting tariff legislation hi 


of imports that existed at that 


Government to the 


oblig 


ne 
people 





sel 
uperior to that which it owes to individuals ? 
If a necessity for a new embargo arose who would « 
right of the Government to forbid the introduction of all me; 


dise and the consequent destruction of all duties in the face of + 
law of 1862?) This only proves what I have 


said, that whoevs I 
with a government cannot expect that 











its great sovereign p 
which were conferred upon it for the benefit of millions of me; 
and unborn, shall be nullified or obstructed to suit the te 
convenience of afew. But we are told that policy forbid 
silver to our coinage, in leper ndent of the lega! right; that th : 
tity of metal which we propose to coin into a dollar is wo 
ninety cents in gold, and a depreciation of 10 per cent. in all va 
would follow. This is a queer argument to urge in the face of 
fact that worthless paper bearing the impress of Government autho 
vith no intrinsic value whatever, by being invested with the f 
tions of money is worth nearly its face valuein gold. If theint 


alue of the metal intended to be 
cents, What will the coin b 
'; lwith: 


ane vesved 
Phe country is 


oined into a dollar is now 
orth after it is put back in th 
ll the powers and attributes of real n 
ussured that our imports are Jess than our exp 
and that this is evidence of improvement. I wish it we 


ol 


is not denied that there is a vast amount of foreign capital 
here in all kinds of bonds and securities. There are only three 
in which the foreign capitalist can dispose of his income. | 
invest it in the country that earns it; secoud, draw it out in 
ductions witha view to commercial profit; and lastly, by shi; 
of sper ie. 

When the country where the income is earned is in y 


of prosperity and offers good inducement to capital it is us 
invested there and will not run into exports. When prices a 
pressed and all industries suspended, as they are here at present 
returns of ail foreign capital will leave the country either in s} 
or merchandise, and a balance of trade like this istevidence of not 
ing but impoverishment. The excess-of your exports over your i 
ports is the measure of the drain constantly going on, by which th 
productive capital of the country is diminished. Sir, we hay 
told by the ad of a single standard that we have mor 
now in proportion to our population than we had in 1560, the mes 
prosperous year in our history, and that contraction can do us n 





ivocates 





injury. 
If the same conditions existed now that existed then the arguinent 
would be forcible. But the conditions are not the same. In 1500 we 


realized all that was predicted from those wise democratic measu 
Which were inaugurated by Jackson: an independent treasu 
speciestandard., We werethen twenty-tive yearsin advance of the tim 
when papermoney distressed our people. Our State and national 
were so light that no one felt them. Our labor system was ita 
All that we h i war with Mexfco was more tha 
returned in the richness of our territorial acquisitions. The precious 
metals flooded the country. We had no false standard, no Gov 
meut paper, no national banks, no war debt, no values based upol 
an inflated paper currency, but everything was normal, sound, «nd 
prosperous. And will any man, pretending to statesmanship, 
me that we can with any regard tor the well-being of t 
people undertake to put in practice the same system and 
ciples of finance which were applicable to our situation } 
rhis is the great question of the hour. 

You are not legislating for a country that has just been discovered, 
and where any system having the appearance of justice can be ! 
tained, but you are making laws for a nation the most advai 
enterprising in the world; where public and private liberty are intel 
woven with the most complicated financial and industrial systeu 
where capital and Jabor occupy different relations from what they 
do in any quarter of the globe, and where you cannot hope to accotl- 
plish anything unless you have the support of the great body of the 
people. Sir, we are told by a great historian that the Roman empire 
came to an end by, I will not say the policy, but the necessity o! 
contraction. They relied exclusively upon the precious metals. rhe 
mines of Spain and Greece were exhausted, and the circulation, 
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the time of Augustus amounted to near two thousand mill- | looking I do not see him here. 


e time of Justinian was reduced to $490,000,000. 








ici ation in the last days of the great empire is the most in- 
—s veo passage in history. The fortunes which were possessed by 
aad sis of Rome and Constantinople exceeded those of modern | 
Sitting in their superb palaces, surrounded b aves and svye- 
thought of nothing but increasing their inordinate 
rhe fame of those legions which were at once the r 
ation of the wv orld, and whose ¢ onquests carried the Roman 
d government to the remotest quarters of the earth, neve 
their sordid hearts a sentiment of patriotism o1 r of 
Thev saw the eagles of the empire pushed bevond } A] 
ons and tongues doing homage to the power of Ron But 
policy but to centralize wealth within the touch of their 
hands, those money princes of the East drew away from t! 
s the means of the people, and under a delusion of security 
them in their own gorgeous capitals. 
| wequisitions of the conqueror after a time became a burden and 


ge. Agriculture and industry were abandoned. Fertile fields 
deserts, and the miserable inhabitants, unable to get money to 

. 4 and debts, which increased in proportion as gold and silver 
onpeared, fed tothe mountains and fastnesses to take refuge among 


rians trom the relentless oppressions of the power ot wealth. | 


Bu the day of retribution came. What all the valor of Carthage, 
Greece. Gaul, and Britain had failed to accomplish the contraction 
the Roman money finally brought about. The debts and taxes, 
«the historian, which were all measured in the old standard, be- 
me so overwhelming that the national industry was ruined. Agri- 


ure disappeared and was succeeded by pasturage in the fields; 


e great cities were all fed from Egypt and Libya; the legions 

lwindled into cohorts, the cohorts into companies; and the six hun- 
i thousand men who guarded the frontiers of the empire in the 
eof Augustus had sunk to one hundred and fifty thousand in that 
Justinian. i 

iel is too well known. Rome became a prey to barbarian 


ibe seq 
All the vast accumulations of wealth, both of the state and 


viduals, were scattered by the rude warriors who overran her do- | 


A great part of it was thrown into the river Tiber, where 
ays it remains to this day covered by the alluvial deposits of 


ries. The most precious of the spoils were buried with the body | 


conquering chief Alaric in the bed of a riverin Calabria. The 
es who dug his grave were put to death and buried with him and 
treasure to prevent the discovery of the sacred deposit; and in 
watery tomb were laid away forever the great agents which put 
ni tothe glory and grandeur of Rome, barbarism and gold. 
Mr. President, 1 have spoken on this question as I have felt. 
Somebody said Milton bas tanght us a great political truth in lan- 
guage as instructive as bis sublime verse. It is not to be expected, 


sald he, that no grievances shall ever arise in the commonwealth, for | 


etno man in this World believe that, when complaints are freely 
jeard, promptly considered and redressed, then are the utmost bounds 
vil liberty obtained that wise men seek for. Sutter the com- 
nts of a sulfering people to be freely heard. You have the power 
tohave them speedily reformed. Their case to-day may be yours 





who knows not, says the same great writer, truth is great, next to 
the Almighty? I have advocated the adoption of this resolution be- 
vse I think it is wise. I have no feeling upon the subject beyond 
hat which belongs to great questions of state, and for those who dif- 
fer with me I entertain the greatest respect. 

t thank the Senate for its attention. 

Mr. COCKRELL proceeded to address the Senate. Having spoken 
lor some time he yielded to 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With the consent of my friend from Missouri, I 
move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, 

The motion was agreed to. 

{Mr. COCKRELL concluded his remarks on 23d January. They are 
published in the proceedings of that day. ] 


SERVICES FOR VICTOR EMMANUEL. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I ask that the doors be not closed 
or moment, until I can offer a resolution to which I am sure there 
will be no objection. The Chair a short time ago laid before the 
“ehate a communication from the Italian minister, informing the 
‘ehate that commemorative services for His Majesty the late King of 
lialy will take place to-morrow morning at Saint Aloysius church 
‘ud that seats will be reserved for those members of the Senate who 


luay attend. I move that, in order to enable such Senators as desire | 


‘o attend the services, when the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to 
‘eet at one o’cleck to-morrow. 

Several SENATORS. Say two o’clock. 
a ee I beg to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
10. 1¢ Senator from Maine, chairman of the Committee on For- 


eign Relations, has been giving some attention to that matter during | 


the day. 


It seems that an invitation was sent yesterday to each mem- 
ber of the F 


already said, has been conferring with members on the subject, and 


ption which Alison has given of the effects of a dimin- | 


morrow. Combat error with argument, falsehood with truth, for | 


Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate and of the | 
use a8 I understand. The chairman of the committee, as I have | 
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I do not know that he will have auy 
different suggestion to make, but I think the Senator from Ohio mav 
prefer to let the matter lie for a short time until the Senator from 
Maine comes ih. 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly I will. 


Lose 





ntly Mr. THURMAN submitted the following resolution 


s considered by unanit 





which W 





ous consent, and agreed to: 














Whereas the Pres t Sepa laid before it a letter to him from the 
Italian minister, stati that ym ative service for His Majesty the late 
King of Italy, Vietor Emmanuel! II place on J ay, the 22d instant, at 
half past ten o'clock a m., in the ch f Saint Aloys and “that seats will 
be pti the honorab United States Senate who would honor 

‘ ) eir pre 
] I when the Senate adjourns it be to half past one o'clock to-mot 
é ) s ors t ul said commemorative service 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

i SS proce ied to the con 1of executive business 
After thirty nul es spent in executive session the doors were re 
opened, a it four « ck snd thirty-five minutes p. m.) the Senate 





adjourn¢ d 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, January 21, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev 
W. P. Harrtis« 
rhe Journal of Friday last was read and approved 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 





rhe SPEAKER. he morning hour begins at eighteen minutes 
past twelve o'clock. This being Monday, the first business in orde1 


} 1s the call of States and Territories, commencing with the State of 


Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for refer 
ence to appropriate committees. Under this call joint resolutions 
and memorials of State and territorial Legislatures are in order. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask that by unanimous consent the call proceed 
until all the States and Territories are called. 

Mr. HENDEE. Not to interfere with the rights of the District of 
| Columbia Committee at two o'clock. 
The SPEAKER. Nothing can interfere with that business. It has 
| always been held that at two o’clock on the third Monday of each 

month, the District of Columbia Committee are entitled to the tloor 

to the interruption of any other business. If there be no objection 
| the order requested by the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL] 
will be made. 

There was no objection 


BRIG OLIVE FRANCES 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2517 ) for the relief ol } 
| ers of the brig Olive Frances; which was read a first nnd second 
| time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed 
SCHOONER DON PEDRO. 

Mr. HALE also introdueed a bill (H. R. No. 2518) granting juris 
diction to the Court of Claims in the case of the schooner Don Pedro; 
} which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee o 


|} the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
' 


MRS. JULIA H. TOTTEN. 

Mr. POW ERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2519) for the relief of 
Mrs. Julia H. Totten, widow of James Totten, late licutenant-colone! 
and assistant inspector-general, United States Army ; which wast 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


‘ acl 


GEORGE ANDREWS. 
| Mr. POWERS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2520) granting a 
pension to George Andrews, private Sixth Marine Battery ; which 
| was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on, Inva 
lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
| OLIVER MOSES. 
Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2521) for the relief of Olive 
Moses, of Bath, Maine, owner of ship James A. Wright; which was 
| read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 
REGISTRATION OF LABELS. 

Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2522) to amend section 3 
| of chapter 301 of the Revised Statutes, approved June 18, 1874, relat- 
| ing to the registration of labels in the Patent Office; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and 

ordered to be printed. 





SAMUEL F. VITTUM. 
Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2523) 
for the relief of Samuel F. Vittum, late corporal in Company K, 
| Fourteenth Regiment, New Hampshire Infantry Volunteers ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. . 
TRADE-MARKS. 
Mr. BRIGGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2524) te amend section 


4% 








442 


1937 of the Revised Statutes, in relation to trade-marks ; which was 
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read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, 
and ordered to be printed. 
PECIAL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (7. R. No, 2525) in relation to cer- 
tificates of assessment for special improvements in the District of 
Col bia: which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

SOVEREIGNS DISTRIBUTIVE AGENCY. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2526) to incorporate 

e Sovereigns’ Distributive Agency of the District of Columbia; 
vhich was read a first and oud time, referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


INTOXICATING DRINKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. NORCROSS introduced a bill (HL. R. No. 2527) to prevent the 
importation, manufactu 
trict of Columbia; which was read a 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed 

PETER GALLAGER. 

Mr. WARNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2528) for the relief of 
Peter Gallager, of Washington, District of Columbia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
ind ordered to be prints ad. 

JEREMIAH PHELAN, 

Mr. BLISS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2529) placing the name of 
Jeremiah Phelan upon the retired list of the United States Army ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ALBERT J. KENNY. 

Mr. BLISS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2530) to reinstate Al- 
bert J. Kenny as mate in the Navy of the United States ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

BERNARD DONOHUE, 

Mr. BLISS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2531) granting a pen- 
sion to Bernard Donohue; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PURCHASE OF MATERIALS, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

Mr. EICKHOFF introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2532) to further regu- 
late the purchase and issue of supplies and materials in the Govern- 
ment Printing Office, and for other purposes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JOINT COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WOOD introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 87) providing 
for the appointment of a joint committee of the two Houses to inves- 
tigate causes of sickness in Washington; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 

FUR-SEAL KILLING, ALASKA. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2533) to 
authorize the killing of fur-seal and other fur-bearing animals within 
the limits of Alaska Territory; which was read a tirst and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ROBERT W. LIVINGSTON. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2534) 
yranting an increase of pension to Robert W. Livingston; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

W. M. VAN BENSCHOTEN. 

Mr. KETCHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2535) to reimburse W. 
M. Van Benschoten, postmaster at Boston Corners, Columbia County, 
New York, for postage-stamps stolen from the post-office August 15, 
1874; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

ESTATE OF RENSSELAER REYNOLDS. 

Mr. KETCHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2536) for the relief 
of Henry L. Van de Carr and Elsie M. Reynolds, administrators of 
the estate of Rensselaer Reynolds, deceased; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered 
to be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION IN REFERENCE TO CLAIMS. 
Mr. DWIGHT introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 88) to amend 


the Constitution of the United States; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COURTS OF REVIEW. 
‘Mr. LAPHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2537) to provide for 
courts of review in the various circuits of the United States and to 
regulate the practice in civil and criminal cases in the courts by the 





tirst and second time, referred 


| United States; which was read a first and second tim 
| the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


| 


| the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be print. 


| le py inted. 


,and sale of intoxicating drinks in the Dis- | 


| read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Nays 
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HOWLAND HEMPHILL. 

Mr. LAPHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2538) for the re 
Howland Hemphill; which was read a first and second time, » fos 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ORLANDO IH. ROSS, 

Mr. BAGLEY introduced bill (H. R. No. 2539) for the 1 

Orlando H. Ross; which was read a first and second time, yr fern 


} 
I 


MRS. SARAH J. CHIPMAN, 

Mr. BAGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2540 a 
pension to Mrs. Sarah J. Chipman; which was read a first and 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 


orcere 


PEACE ORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY. 
Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 254] 
viding for the organization of the Navy during peace; whic} 


Atiairs, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE H. COOK AND JAMES JENKINS. 

Mr. ROSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2542) for the relief of Geore 
H. Cook and James Jenkins; which was read a first and second t 
referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed 


COINAGE OF A SILVER DOLLAR. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2543) author 
izing the coinage of a standard silver dollar, and providing that gold 
and silver jointly and not otherwise shall be a full legal tende; 
which was read a tirst and second time. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask that the bill be read, as it may have something 
new in it. 

The bill wasread. It wasthen referred to the Committee on Coip- 
age, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

MELISSA WAGNER. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2544 
granting a pension to Melissa Wagner, widow of Jacob F. Wagner 
late private of Company B, Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee : 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES G. MASON. 

Mr. OVERTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2545) for the relief 
James G. Mason, of Bradford County, Pennsylvania; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pt 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 

Mr. WATSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2546) to regulate inter 
state commerce, and to prohibit unjust discriminations by common 
carriers; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Con- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM K. PIPER. 

Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2547) for the relief of 
William K. Piper, of Hollidaysburgh, Pennsylvania, for compensatio! 
for feed and care of Government horses during the late war; whicl 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Wat 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 








TRANSFER OF INDIAN OFFICE. 

Mr. MAISH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2548) to transfer the office 
of Indian Affairs from the Interior to the War Department ; whic! 
was read a first and’second time, referred to the Committee on Mil: 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MATHEW BERRY. 

Mr. STENGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2549) for the relief ot 
Mathew Berry, late Captain in the Twentieth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STENGER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2550) granting a 
pension to Mathew Berry, late captain in the United States Army; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 02 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ABRAM V. MILLER. 

Mr. MACKEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2551) for the relief of 
Abram V. Miller, late lieutenant of Company E, One hundred and 
eighty-fourth Regiment Penusylvania Volunteers; which was read @ 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

EMELINE NALLEY. 


Mr. THOMPSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2552) for the relief of 
Emeline Nalley, widow of John B. Nalley, late private Company B, 
Fiftieth New York Volunteers; which was read a first and seconde 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 











SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1512. 
s+. THOMPSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2553) to amend 
hae ° . : 
25 of the Revised Statutes, relating to pensions to the sol- 
1812; which was read a first and second time, 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to 


war ol 


ALEXANDER MOFFITT, 


HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2554) for the relief of 
; Mottitt. of the District of Columbia; which was read a 


ind time, referred to the Committee for the District of 
1 to be printed. 


and ordered 


MRS. JOANNA LYLES. 
HUNTON intreduced a bill (H. R. No. 2555) for the relief of 
Joanna Lyles, of Alexandria, Virginia; which was read a first 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 


to he printe d. 

ACCOTINK HOME-GUARDS. 

M Hi NI 7 . - , 

{ecotink Home-Guards, of Fairfax County, Virginia; which 

i first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
\tlairs, and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF LIEUTENANT COLVILLE TERRITT. 
HUNTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2557) for the relief 
» heirs of Lieutenant Colville Territt, deceased ; which was read 
t and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
jordered to be printed. 
ROBERT VINCENT. 
HUNTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 255 


M %) granting a 
sion to Robert Vincent ; which was read a first and second time, 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
1 


“ MARY MEIGHAN. 

Mr. HUNTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2559) granting a 

nsion to Mary Meighan, widow of Peter Meighan ; which was read 
1 first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF CAPTAIN J. J. GUTHRIE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. GOODE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2560) granting a pension 

the heirs of Captain J. J. Guthrie, iate superintendent of life-sav- 

y stations, and others; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


D. M. W. NASH. 
Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2561) to remove the 
political disabilities of D. M. W. Nash, of Virginia ; which was reada 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
rdered to be printed. 

M. C. WHITTLE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. GOODE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2562) to remove the 
political disabilities of M. C. Whittle and others; which was read a 
irst and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 





R. M. ELY, JR. ‘ 

Mr. PRIDEMORE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2563) providing for 

the payment of the sum of $20,000 to Robert M, Ely, jr., for Army 

supplies taken from him during the late war, he then being an in- 

fant; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mitteon War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 





LIGHT-HOUSE AT ALBEMARLE SOUND. 

Mr. YEATES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2564) to erect a light- 
house in Albemarle Sound, North Carolina; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

WALTER D. PLOWDEN. 
Mr. CAIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2565) for the relief of Wal- 
ler D. Plowden ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
¢ Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SAINT MARY’S RIVER, GEORGIA. 

Mr. HARTRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2566) to appropriate 
maney to deepen the channel across the bar at the mouth of the Saint 
Mary's River, Georgia; which was read a first and second time, re- 
‘erred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


BARGE AND STEAMBOAT CANAL. 


Mr. HARTRIDGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2567) to author- 
ze the survey of a steamboat and barge canal from the navigable 
Waters of the Saint Mary’s River, by way of the Okefenokee Swamp, 
the Suwanee River to Saint Mark’s, on the Gulf of Mexico; which 
\ as read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
ueree, and ordered to be printed. 


STEAMBOAT JACKSON. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabaum, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2568) for | 


he relie at . . 
te relief of certain owners of the steamboat Jackson ; which was 





Iso i roduced a bil . R. No. 2556) for s relief | ss : 
ON a introduced a bill (H. R. No 6) for the relief | Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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| read a first and second time, refert 


7 
< 
4e 


4A 


red to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed, 


MARTHA 


introduced a bill 


I 
H 


OMMISSLOnE 


BONE. 
R. No. 2569) to refer the claim of 
rs of elaims for re-examination 
and report; which was read a first 


( and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and 


L orders 


Mr. GARTH 
Martha H. Bone to the « 


d to be printed, 
CLAIMS O} 

Mr. GARTH also 
claims of certain 


CITIZENS O! 
introduced a bill (H 
he 


ALABAMA. 
R. No. 2570) to refer the 


citizens of counties of Franklin, Lawrence, 


| Limestone, and De Kalb, in the State of Alabama, therein named. 





| Samuel M. Berry, of Martin’s | 





for re-examination; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS, 

Mr. GARTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2571) to provide for 
the settlement of claims with certain railway companies; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 


CADETS AT WEST POINT. 

Mr. LIGON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2572) restricting and limit 
ing the admission of cadets in the Military Academy at West Point; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


rEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. CHALMERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2573) amendatory of 
and supplementary to the act entitled “An act to incorporate the 
Texas Pacific Railroad Company, and for other purposes,” approved 
March 3, 1571, and the several acts amendatory thereof and supple- 
mentary thereto; which was read a first and second time, referred 
tothe Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ELIZABETH WITHERS. 

Mr. SINGLETON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2574) for the relief 
of Elizabeth Withers, executrix of the estate of John Kyle, and for 
her relief in her own right; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT SHREVEPORT. 

Mr. ELAM introduced a bill (II. R. No. 2575) to authorize the eree 
tion of a public building at the city of Shreveport, Louisiana, forthe 
accommodation of the United States post-office, courts, and internal 
revenue, and other oflices of the Government that are now or may be 
established in said city; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CROSS LAKE CANAL. 

Mr. ELAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2576) to incorporate the 
Cross Lake Canal and Barge Company ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PrHOMAS L. TENY. 

Mr. ELAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2577) for the relief of 
Thomas L. Teny; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MAIL STEAMSHIP SERVICE. 

Mr. GIBSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2578) to authorize the es- 
tablishment of mail steamship service between the United States and 
the Empire of Brazil; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

BEGGING IN WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. LEONARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2579) for the preven 
tion of begging on the streets of the city of Washington; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


SUBSIDIES AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. LEONARD also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 89) 
declaring the sense of Congress in reference to subsidies and public 
improvements; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

M. MURPHY. 

Mr. GARDNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2580) for the relief of 

M. M. Murphy, of Brown County, Ohio; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


M. 


SAMUEL M. 
Mr. DANFORD introduced a bill 


BERRY. 
H. R. No. 2581) for the relief of 
‘erry, Belmont County, Ohio ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN M. WALLACE, 


Mr. DANFORD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
of John M. Wallace, of Guernsey County, Ohio ; 


2582) for the relief 


which was read a 
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first and dt referred to the Committee on Invalid Pension July 1,1877; which was read a first and second time, 1 ferred 
and ordered t printed Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be prints d. 
UNSETTLED DISTRICT CLAIMS. CAPTAIN MICHAEL M’GRAYEL. 
! Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H.R. No, 2553) to pro Mr. BICKNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2597) granting 
A 4 comnmi to examine and adjust all outstanding: sion to Captain Michael MeGrayel; which was read = 
tled | ‘ tinst tl f the District of Col ) ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensio: 
: a ume to ¢ t read a first and | | to be printed. 
tir refe t e Co ittes r the Distri f { umbia, and JOHN R. WISE. 
; rm ' Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. p. » 
‘4 LARGAR w- A LONOY vranting a pension to John R. Wise; whic h i 
¥ Mr. RICK, of Ohio, in nll (i. BR. No, 2584) granting a | ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid ] 
pension to Margaret R. ¢ ) il t e Maj Josiah B. | to be printed, 
Ce First M Luft ry Vo tee : ul NATIONAL RAILWAY COMPANY. 
: fr es g . : . : . DM _ Nr. BROWNE (by request) introduced a bill (H.R. Ny 
ind ordered to ve pl i | ganizing the National Railway Company of the Unit g 
WITHDRAWAL OF DISTILLED SPIRITS FROM BOND America, for the purp » of constructing, operating, ar | 
Mr. BLACKBURN introduced ic resolution (H.R. No, 90) ex- | ® double-track cheap-freight railway from the Atlant 
tending the time for the withdrawal of distilled spirits 1 in bond | the cities of Chicago, Ilinois, Saint Louis, Missouri, ( 
to July 1. ISTS: which was read a first and second time. referred to | Bluffs, lowa. together with branches to other centers of 1 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed production, and commerce, and to regulate the same in thy 
| of commerce among the States; which was read a first a 
AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. time, referred to the Committee on Railways and Cana 
: Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2585) to repeal section | to be printed. P 
‘ 1074 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read ALFRED HUNTER. 
i first and se ond time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, Mr. SEXTON introduced a bill (1. R. No. 2600) for the ; 
. ind ordered to be printed | Alfred Hunter, of Versailles, Indiana: which was read a { 
Pe BRITISH SCHOONER ALONZO. second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and order 
Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (HL. R. No. 2586) for the relief printed. 
of the owner of the British schooner Alo »: which was read a first SASSER SULLIVAN. 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,and | Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2601) for the relief of s 
ordered to be | Sullivan, of Pike County, Indiana; which was read a first ands 
JOSEPH B. M’CLINTOCK. time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered ¢ 
: Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2587) for the relief | Printed. 
: 7 of Joseph B. McClintock, of Harrison County, Kentucky ; which was ELIZABETH KURTZ. 
ite read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Wat Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2602) granting a pens 
Hie f Claims, and ordered to be printed. Elizabeth Kurtz, widow of David Kurtz, asoldier of the war of 151 
i} SAINT ANDREW’S LODGE, F. AND A. M., CYNTHIANA, KENTUCKY. which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committe: 





We.» o> 


Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2588) for the 
relief of Saint Andrew's Lodge, No. 1, Free and Accepted Masons,Cyn- 
thiana, Kentucky ; which t and second time, referred to 
, and ordered to be printed. 


was read airs 


the Committee on War Claim 


DAVIS C. PEAK. 
CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2589) for the re- 
Davis C. Peak, of County, Kentucky; which was 
first and second referred to the Committee on War 
and ordered to be printed, 


Mi 
lic {f of 
read a 
Claims, 


Kenton 
time, 


WILLIAM B. CLIFT. 
Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (CH. R. No. 2590) for the re- 
lief of William B. Clift, of Campbell County, Kentueky ; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
DAVID DUNSETH., 

Mr. CARLISLE al introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2591) for the re- 
lief of David Dunseth, of ¢ bell County, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Wan 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

OBADIAIL SCOTT. 


Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2592) for the re- 


lief of Obadiah Scott, of Kenton ‘ounty, Kentuc ky : which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM KILLINGER. 
Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2593) for the re- 


which 
to the Committee on 


lief of William Killinger, of Campbell County, Kentucky ; 
was read and time, referred 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
JOHN TAYLOR & SON. 
Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (CH. R. No. 2594) for the re- 
lief of John Taylor & Son, of Newport, Kentucky; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 
BURNELY D. SMITH. 
Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2595) 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension- 


first second 


Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
LAND GRANTS TO RAILROADS. 

Mr. SPARKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2603) te repeal « 
contingent land grants therein referred to, granted to cer 
road companies upon the lands ofthe Indians of the Indian 
and to preserve the good faith of the Government of the United s 
with the Indians; which was read a first and second time, 1 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed 

CITY DISTILLERY COMPANY, PEKIN, ILLINOIS, 

Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2604) for the relief ¢ 
City Distillery Company, of Pekin, Illinois; which wasread afi! 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 1 
printed. 

AMENDMENT THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. TIPTON also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 91 
posing an amendment to the Constitution of the United Stat 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committe: 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

JULIETT A. HENDRICKSON. 


Mr. MARSH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2605) granting a pens 
to Juliett A. Hendrickson ; which was read a first and second t 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordet 
printed. 


OFr 


LEGAL-TENDER TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. FORT introduced a bill (11. R. No. 2606) to forbid the furt 
destruction or retirement of legal-tender United States Treasury notes 
and to preserve the same both before and after specie resumption & 
the paper currency of the country ; which was read a first a1 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and | 
dered to be printed. 





BOARD OF APPEALS OF PATENT OFFICE. 
Mr. GLOVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2607) to ame nd s 
422 of the Revised Statutes, relating to the board of appeals rt 
Patent Office ; which was read a first and second time, referred (0 
Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD ACT. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2608) declarat 








2 roll the name of Burnely D. Smith, of Todd County, Kentucky, for the meaning and intendment of the fifteenth section of theacte 
. services in the war of 1812; which was read a first and second time, | “ An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act toaid in the « ey 
} referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be | @ railroad and telegraph line from the Missouri River to the Pac 


Ocean;’” which was read a first and second time, referre« to the Cou 
mittee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 
JOHN F. ENNEBURG. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2609) for —s 
relief of John F. Enne burg, of Lexington, Missouri; which was Tea 

. ° . Ty ‘Ve s and 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, ® 
ordered to be printed. 


printed. 


SUSPENSION OF SINKING-FUND LAW. 


Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2596) to reduce the tariff 
and internal-revenue taxation by the suspension of the sinking-fand 
law until under the operation of said law there would accumulate the 
$220,954,459.30 which has been applied to the reduction of the national 

debt in excess of the requirements of said law from July 1, 1862, to 
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WILLIAM 8. GIBBs. 

we. CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2610) to grant 
see s) William 8S. Gibbs, of Morgan County, Missouri; which 
1 a first and second time, referred to the Cominittee on Invalid 
und ord red to be printed. 


JOHN FF. FELDMAN, 


CRITTENDEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2611) to grant 
ay » Jolin F. Feldman, of Morgan County, Missouri; which 
. first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 


| ordered to be printed. 


SUSPENSION OF SINKING FUND. 

SUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2612) to suspend for 
rs the operation of an act requiring the payment or pure hase 

iv of 1 per cent. of the debt of the United States; which was 

ret and second time,referred to the Committee of Ways and 
s | ordered to be printed. 


il 


MISSOURI LAND CLAIMS. 


BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2613) to confirm 
rtain land claims in the State of Missouri: which was read a first 
i cocond time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
1 ered to be printed. 

G. W. VARNHAM, 


Vr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2614) for the relief | 


¢ GW. Varnham, of Montgomery County, Missouri; which was read 
ret and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
id ordered to be printed. 

MARGARET HARRINGTON. 


sion to Margaret Harrington, widow of Lattern Harrington; which 
cas read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
MAHALA DAY. 
Mr. POLLARD also introduced a-bill (H. R. No. 2616) granting a 
epsion to Mahala Day, widow of Jackson T. Day ; which was read a 
jirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
| ordered to be printed. 
HORACE A. STONE. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
authorizing the Commissioner of Patents to extend the patent 
{ Horace A. Stone for improvements in the manufacture of cheese ; 
1 was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
tents, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF WHITE AND BLACK RIVERS, ARKANSAS. 
Mr. GAUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2618) making an appro- 
priation for the improvement of White and Black Rivers, in Arkan- 
is; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
nm Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
TESTIMONY USED IN GENERAL LAND OFFICKR, 
Mr.GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2619) to provide for 
the taking of testimony to be used in the General Land Office; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
THOMAS NEAL. 
Mr. GUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2620) for the relief of 
Thomas Neal; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
MRS. MAHALA M’LAREN. 
Mr. GUNTER also introduced a. bill (H. R. No. 2621) for the relief 
of Mrs. Mahala McLaren, of Des Are, Arkansas ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF DETROIT RIVER. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2622) 


waking an appropriation for improving the navigation of the Detroit 





mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
NELSON M. FARRAR. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
-}) granting a pension to Nelson M. Farrar; which was read a first 
(second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ered to be printed. 


SCHOOL-HOUSES, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


and ordered to be printed. 
EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


Mr. POLLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2615) granting a pen- | 
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] 
the ten years next ensuing for the erection of public school-houses 

| in the District of Columbia; w as read a first and second time, 

| reterred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed, 





FERNANDINA AND LIVERPOOL STEAMBOAT LINE. 

| Mr. DAVIDSON introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 2626) to establish a 
| line of mail and emigrant steamships between Fernandina, in the 
| State of Florida, to Liverpool, gland, touching at Savannah, Geor 
in; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 








ADOLPH VON HAACKE, 

Mr. SCHLEICHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2627) for the relief 
|} of Adolph von Haacke; which was read a first and second time. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 
| SECTIGNS 4910 AND 4911 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

| Mr. SAMPSON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2628) to 
amend sections 4910 and 4911 of the Revised Statutes; which was 
read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents. 


jamdi ordered to be printed. 


JOHN F. CASTLE. 
Mr. SAMPSON also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2629 
for the relief of John F. Castle; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 


l. Fr. B. COFFIN. 


Mr. SAMPSON also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2630) 
for the relief of Captain I. F. B. Coffin; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

HARRISON MITCHELL. ' 

Mr. SAMPSON also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2631) 
granting a pension to Harrison Mitchell; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN J. PHILLIPS. 
Mr. SAMPSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2632) for the relief 
of John J. Phillips, formerly private of Company L, Ninth Cavalry 
Volunteers ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


AMANDA M. COOK. 
Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2633) for the relief of 
Amanda M, Cook; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Aflairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LEGAL-TENDER NOTES. 

Mr. OLIVER introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 92) proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, providing 
for the-issue of legal-tender notes and regulating the amount thereof; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES RELATING TO PATENTS. 

Mr. OLIVER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2634) 
|} to amend sections 4897, 493, and 4911 of the Revised Statutes, relat- 
ing to patents; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

H. E. SIZER. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. 
Rt. No. 2635) for the relief of Henry E. Sizer; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or 
dered to be printed. 

MAURICE 0’REARDON. 

Mr. BOUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2636) for the relief of 
Maurice O’Reardon ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


OFFICERS ON ACTIVE LIST OF ARMY. 


iver; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- Mr. BRAGG introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 93) relating to 


the officers on the active list of the United States Army; which was 
read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


OCEAN MAIL SERVICE. 

Mr. LUTTRELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2637) to 
| authorize the Postmaster-General to contract for ocean mail service; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. |  *be Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

“4) to enable the commissioners of the District of Columbia to | AUGUST LESCHINSKY. 

erect school-houses for the public schools; which was read a first and Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2638) for the re- 
second time, referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, | lief of August Leschinsky; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
} 
INCREASE OF PENSIONS. 





Mr, WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H.R. No.| Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2689) to increase 
) to establish an educational fund, and to apply the proceeds of 
~ per cent. of the moneys derived from the sale of public lands for | both their hands or both their feet in the service of the country; 


the pensions of certain pensioned soldiers and sailors who have lost 








‘ 


=e 
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which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 


on Invalid Pensions and ordered to be printed. 
FREEMAN D. DOUD. 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (FH. R. No. 2640) for the relief of 
Freeman D. Doud; which was read a tirst and second time, referred 
to the Co ttee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

I. A. LATTA. 

Mr. STEWART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2641) for the relief of 
Bb. A. Latta; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SUPPLIES FURNISHED SIOUX AND DAKOTA INDIANS. 

Mr. STEWART also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2642) to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the amount due to citizens 
of the United States for supplies furnished to the Sioux or Dakota 


Indians of Minnesota subsequent to August, 1560, and prior to the | 


massacre of August, 1562, and provide for the payment thereof; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Aftlairs, and ordered to be printed, 

JOUN R. TAGGERT. 

Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2643) for the relief of 
John R. Taggert: which was read a tirst and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Pablie Lands, and ordered to be printed, 

MARZEL ALTMAN, 

Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2644) for the relief 
of Marzel Altman; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY OF MINNESOTA, 
Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2645) to grant the 


right 
the Fort Ripley military reservation; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ACTUAL SETTLERS ON THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2646) for the relief of actual 
settlers upon the Sac and Fox lands in Kansas, and for other pur: 
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

ASSISTANT PILOTS ON PASSENGER STEAMBOATS, 

Mr. WILSON introduced a joint resolution (I. R. No. 93) inquiring 
into the expediency of requiring all passenger steamboats on the 
Mississippi and other rivers to have an assistant pilot at all times in 
the pilot-house when such boat is in motion; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

TRANSFER OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. WILSON also introduced a resolution for the transfer of claims 
from the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments; which was 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CUSTOM HOUSE, ETC., AT CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA. 

Mr. KENNA introduced a bill (11. R. No. 2647) for the construction 
of a custom-house, post-oflice, and United States court rooms at 
Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed, 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT BEVERLY, WEST VIRGINIA. 

Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2648) for the relief of the 
trustees of the Presbyterian church at Beverly, West Virginia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT WEBSTER, WEST VIRGINIA, 

Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2649) for the relief 
of the trustees of the Methodist Episcopal church at Webster, Taylor 
County, West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT CARSON CITY, NEVADA. 

Mr. WREN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2650) to provide for the 
erection of a post-oflice, United States court rooms, revenue office, 
and other ofiices at Carson City, Nevada; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

Ss. M. ALLEMAM, 

Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. 

R. No. 2651) for the relief of 8. M. Alleman; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed 
ANASTACIO SANDOVAL. 

Mr. ROMERO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2652) for the relief of 
Anastacio Sandoval; which was read a tirst and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOUN L. BUTLER. 


Mr. JACOBS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2653) for the relief of 


of way to the Western Railroad Company of Minnesota from | 
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ap 
John L. Butler, for the carrying of mails in Washington 7 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. JACOBS. I move that bill be referred to the Commix 
the Post-Ofiice and Post-Roads oo 

The SPEAKER. This bill ought properly be referred to ¢}, 
mittee of Claims. - 

Mr. JACOBS. It is for compensation under a contract 
Post-Ofiice Department. 

The SPEAKER. Then manifestly the bill should be ; 
the Commitiee of Claims 

The bill was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


errit 


{ 


GEORGE A. MILLER. 

Mr. JACOBS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2654) fo, t] 
of George A. Miller; which was read a first and seeond tiny 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be yy; 


prints 
i 


T 


WORTHINGTON AND SIOUX FALLS RAILROAD. 
Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2655) to author 


Worthington and Sioux Falls Railroad Company to extend jt. 
into the Territory of Dakota to the village of Sioux Falls: w) 
read a iirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Rai 
and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


BISMARCK AND BLACK HILLS RAILROAD. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2656) granti; 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Bismarck to t 
Hills, in Dakota Territory; which was read a fir 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, and « 
be printed. 





SETTLERS IN BLACK HILLs. 

Mr. KIDDER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2657) for th: 
of settlers in the Black Hills, Dakota Territory; which was rea 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public |] 
and ordered to be printed. 

UNSURVEYED TIMBER LANDs. 
VY Mr. MAGINNIS introduced = bill (H. R. No. 2658) to provide 
the entry of unsurveyed timber lands of the United States in cert 
cases ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the ( 
mittee on Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The list of States and Territories having be 
called, the Chair will now recognize the gentlemen who were not 
present in their seats at the time their States were called, for the 
troduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference only. 

GEORGE QUARREL. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2659) grant 
ing a pension to George Quarrel, late a private in Company A, I 
New York Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, re 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
printed. 

CHARLES HELD. 

Mr. HART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2660) granting a pensiont 
Charles Held, of Rochester, New York; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. PRICE. 

Mr. SOUTHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2661) for the relief 
William H. Price for loss of a horse while in the military service 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

STATISTICAL ATLAS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. SAYLER (by request) introduced a joint resolution (H. R. 5 
94) authorizing a further edition of the Statistical Atlas of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2662) for the ere: tion ola 
fire-proof building for the National Museum; which was read a iis 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings ave 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

LIGHT-HOUSE AT LAUREL POINT, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. YEATES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2663) to erect a light 
house at Laurel Point, in Albemarle Sound, North Carolina; ' 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on ¢ 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

BEACON LIGHT IN EDENTON BAY, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. YEATES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2604) to et me 
beacon light in Edenton Bay, North Carolina; w hich was re ula {irs 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 4be™ 
dered to be printed. 

WILLIAM A. CARSWELL. 

Mr. COOK introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2665) to relieve W tien & 
Carswell, of Georgia, of his political disabilities ; which was a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 
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THOMAS G. RAWLINS. 


Mr 


homas lr. 


Rawlins and his northern creditors; which was read a 
und second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
i to be printed. 


i 


frst 


ri 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT AUGUSTA, GEORGIA. 

STEPHENS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2667) to 

. for the erection of a public building in the city of Augusta, 
to be used as a post-office, custom-house, and tor other Fed- 

rposes; Which was read a tirst and second time, referred to 


ttee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 


Mi 


imi 





ESAU PICKRELL. 

Mr. POTTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2663) for the relief of 
Esau Pickrell and the legal representatives of William H. Edes, de- 
; a d: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
sree on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


POSTAL RIGHTS OF THE 
Mr. MONROE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2669) to protect the 
postal rights of the inmates of asylums for the insane; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Oftice and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES A. BATES. 

Mr. WAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2670) for the relief of James 
A. Bates; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


INSANE. 


PROMOTIONS IN GRADE LIEUTENANT. 

Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2671) to equalize pro- 
motion in the grade of lieutenant in the line of the Army ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Attairs, and ordered to be printed. 


E. WINSHIP. 


OF 


K. 


the sureties of E. K. Winship, late assistant paymaster United States 
Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

LAND FOR CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. 


ing of certain parcels of land for the Congressional Library, and for 
other purposes ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed, 
PENSIONS. 
Mr. RANDOLPH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2674) to repeal a part 
of section 4709 cf the Revised Statutes of the United States, in refer- 
ence to pensions to widows and others; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciai:y, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2675) for the protection of pen- 
sioners; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. BANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2676) to extend the com- 
merece of the United States with Mexico, secure economy in the ex- 
penditures required for national detense, and to provide tor the com- 


second time, referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, 
ordered to be printed. 

STUKELY E. SMITH. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2 
stalling & pension to Stukely E. Smith, of the One hundred 

twelfth Regiment New York Volunteers ; which was read a first 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

rdered to be printed. 


77) 
and 
and 
and 


Vv. B. HOLLIDAY. 

Mr. MITCHELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2678) for the relief of 
' B. Holliday ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
tue Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ANNA M. MEIXSELL. 

Mr. RAINEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2679) for the relief of 
nna M. Meixsell; which was read a first and second time, referred 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE YOUGHIOGHENY RIVER. 

t. TURNEY (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2680) for 
) iprovement of the Youghiogheny River, in Pennsylvania; 
rhich was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


\ 


M 


the 


PAYING TELLER, SUBTREASURY, BOSTON. 
ss - MORSE introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 95) authoriz- 
ing the : 


ston; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


CANDLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2666) for the relief of | 


Mr. WAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2672) for the relief of | 


Mr. BLAIR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2673) ‘to authorize the tak- | 


pletion of a Southern Pacitic Railway; which was read a first and | 
| 
and 


employment of a second paying teller in the subtreasury in | 
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JUTE, JUTE BUTTS, ETC. 

Mr. MORSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2681) to repeal the 

| duty on jute, jute butts, and jute rejections; which was read a first 

| and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 


A. P. BURDITT AND 

Mr. MORSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2682) for the relief of 
A. P. Burditt and James Fisk; which was read a first and second 
t referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 


JAMES FISK. 


time, 
printed. 


PRESENTATION OF MEMORIALS. 


The SPEAKER. There are several gentlemen who desire to pre- 
| sent memorials to the House for reference, and the Chair will ask 

unanimous consent to recognize them in the order of their applica- 

tion. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. 

| the rules? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. BURCHARD. 
RECORD ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. SAYLER. 
time. 

‘There was no objection. 


) 


Does that take avtay the right to-day to suspend 


It does not. 
Will that permit them to be printed in the 


Not necessarily. 
I hope it will be done, as it will consume but little 


TARIFF. 
Mr. ERRETT presented preamble and resolutions of a public 
meeting at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on the subject of the tariff; 
which were referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


SEIZURE 

Mr. HOOKER. I present the memoriai of citizens of Harrison 
County, Mississippi, in reference to seizures by United States oflicers 
of logs and lumber, and ask that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and that it be printed in the Recorp 
| without the names. 

Mr. FOSTER. I object. 

Mr. HOOKER. I hope not, as it is a very short memorial. If the 
gentleman does not withdraw his objection I will be compelled to 
call for the reading of the paper in the House. 

The SPEAKER. The House is now acting under unanimous con- 
sent and the reading of the paper will not necessarily take it into 
the Recorp if objection be made. 

Mr. FOSTER. I object. 

Mr. HOOKER. I think the House ought to be possessed of the facts 
and that is my only object in asking it be printed in the Recorb. 

Mr. FOSTER. ‘There are so many papers of a like character that 
the objection is undoubtedly correct. The gentleman himself must 
see the propriety of the objection. 

Mr. HOOKER. I see great impropriety in it. 

VICTOR JOURDAN. 

Mr. HOOKER presented memorial of Victor Jourdan, of Hancock 
County, Mississippi, for compensation for steamer burned by United 
States during the late war; which was referred to the Committee on 
War Claims. . 


OF LOGS AND-LUMBER, MISSISSIPPI. 


REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I hold in my hand preamble and 
resolutions in favor of remonetizing silver, adopted at a meeting of 
representative citizens of the State of Illinois, held at Springtield, 
Illinois, January 15, 1878, which I move be referred tothe Committee 
| on Banking and Currency, and printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I object to the printing in the Recorp. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope the gentleman will withdraw the objec- 
tion. These are resolutions in favor of the remonetization of silver, 
| adopted at a meeting of representative citizens, as I have already 
stated, held at Springtield, Illinois. I hope there will be no objection 
to printing the preamble and resolutions in the Recorp. It 
meeting held without regard to party and presided over by «a dis- 
tinguished citizen of the State of Illinois, Ex-Chief-Justice Lawrence. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I know it is not, and I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw his objection. I understand the gentleman has with 
| drawn it. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I do not withdraw my objection. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is renewed. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let them be referred to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency. 

rhe SPEAKER. 

PUBLIC 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, presented memorial of the mayor and 
city council of Augusta, Georgia, together with various citizens of 
that city, asking an appropriation of money for the erection of a pub 
lic building for the use of post-office, cnstom-house, &c.; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

NORTHERN RAILROAD. 


Mr. HARRISON. I the Board of Trade of 
the City of Chicago, one of the most energetic bodies of the kind in 
the world— 


Vas a 





The V have been so referred. 


BUILDING, AUGUSTA, GEORGIA. 


PACIFIC 


present resolutions of 
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The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. The Clerk read as follows : 
Mr. HARRISON. I present resolutions of the Board of Trade of The Italian minister has the honor to inform the Speaker of the House os 
the City of Chicago, Illinois, asking Congress to extend the time for | seatatives thatthe commemorative services for his Majesty the late King \ 
the completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad, and ask unanimous | Emmanuel will take place on Tuesday, the 22d instant, at half past ten 4 
- ae ; : .d in the RECOR the church of Saint Aloysius, and that seats will be kept for the members 
3 onsent that they be printed in the RECORD. | House who would honor the ceremony with their presence 
: The SPI AKER Is there objection ? oa 
: Mr. FOSTER. Yes; I object. The communication was referred to the Committee on Fy, 
Mr. HARRISON. I move the resolutions be referred to the Com- | Affairs. 
mittee on the Pacifie Railroad. CONTESTED ELECTION—FROST VS. METCALF! 
; The motion was agreed to, The SPEAKER also, by unanimons consent, laid bef re the 
. he | 
‘ NEW POST-OFFICE BUILDING AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND _ answer of Lyne 8. Metcalfe, in the matter of contest of R. ( 
m Frost ae sat » S. Metcalfe y 1 } a ite en 
Mr. SWANN presented memorial of the mayor and city council of fhe ay f Mineo — “agen ' oe = ban * COURTESS 
} district o Missouri: hic as refer L te it o nitte . 
Baltimore in relation to the erection of a new post-oftice building in | | : —— Re) Fone SOs minittee of ] 
— j Ons. 
i ; s ( - 7 h was referred to the Committee on Appropria- ' 
; wy ” eee API — MORA LAND GRANT, NEW MEXICO. 
PATRICK HARRIGA? fhe SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the ] 
Mr. COX x eek oe aa : bill | the petition of 920 citizens of Mora County, New Mex 
of ew ork, by unanimous consent, introduce a bi ’ . : . ‘ : pi g 
Hi ote tee | Beh nad : > lial Sittin 2: neiiale : : ; | Congress to recor sider the act contirming the Mora land grant 
a en oe RO TOMCE OF FOARICK AAITIGOn 5 Welch Was ron } was referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- | a 
sions, and ordered to be printed, DISMAL SWAMP CANAL, 
. i cored . = 
; REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR 1876. | Phe SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before ¢}y 
Mr. GOODE presented concurrent resolution ordering the printing | @ communication trom the Secretary of the Treasury, g 
t: of 25. 00 copies of the annual Report of the Commissioner of Eduea- documents in reference to the interest of the Government j 
: tion for 1876: which was referred to the Committee on Printing. | Dismal Swamp Canal in Virginia and North Carolina: whi 
{ an one | referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, and ordered 
SIGNAL SERVICE. printed, 


} . Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, by unanimous consent, presented the SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


] . lostiaan * whic) * way ) le thea (' vier + . i 
liowing 1 lution; which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 1 :PpPAKE - . 
follo aioe : athaatt , : | The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Hy 


ry 1ulrs : | ‘ ’ 
tary Atfau a letter from the Secretary of War, concerning the location of 








\ re he recent disaster to the rite tates steamer Huron on the coast of | ‘ 4 oR. Nes > . in 
eo name Se 8 oe » the United Stat amer Huron on the coast of | Southern Pacific Railroad and the Texas Pacific Railroad tl 
‘orth Carolina has disclosed the fact that terrible inefliciency exists in the man he United State Siitemr moearvati at Fort Yur 2 
: agement of life-saving service and the Signal Service of the United States; and the t ae yiiey nes nes reservation at ort Yura and across the 
Whereas no telegraphic communication could be obtained with the wreck, of the | Colorado River; which was referred to the Committee on the Pa 
Iiuron for many hours after the discovery thereof, although there was a line of | Railroad. and ordered to be printed. 
\ wilitary telegraph passing within one hundred yards of the wreck, under the con | . 
iy trol of the Signal Service of the United Rates; and RECORD BOOKS DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
‘ch ; Vhereas the management of the said Signal Service is both expensive and inef Sas ‘ aiecd . : 
Ne : i { |, and fails to secure the object for which it was organized, either as a weather | rhe SPEAKER also, by UDANnIMOUs consent, laid before the Hi 
i¢¢ if bureau or for Army signaling; and a letter from the secretary ot the Interior, transmitting a commu 
a Whereas greater efficiency and economy can be secured by the consolidation of | cation from the recorder of deeds of the District of Columbia cop- 
| the life-saving service, the Signal Service, and Coast Survey under one head 


cerning expenditures for record books in his office ; which was x 


i Be it re ed, That the Committee on Military Affairs be directed to inquire into : : Sas 
: ; what measures are necessary to increase the efliciency and economy of the Signal | ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
[aa oi Service, and whether such efliciency and economy would not be enhanced by being siacieisetasiniamiiaatasiiy = sant 
( ; transferred from the War Department to the Treasury Department. UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI. 
CAPTAIN C. Il. BRIGGS. The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Hous 


. o~y - “ strer fr he Secretary of W: ransmitting pape g nes 
Mr. EDEN, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on War _ tte r —— _ — 7 of bye ee aa fe rs - wed uy 
’ y : p ° * Cli > ‘TS ya a SS rks ; jas ‘elerTe to the 
Claims, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 2091) for the relief of Cap- the claim of the University tseourl uch Was relerred to th 
Committee on Education and Labor. 





tain C. H. Briggs, and moved that the Committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same and that it be referred to the CANAL AT KEOKUK, IOWA. 
Committee on Military Affairs, not to be brought back on a motion to | Mr. PRICE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. 
reconsider. 2624) regulating the management of the canal at Keokuk, lowa; 
The motion was agreed to. which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN THE DISTRICT. Railways and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, presented a 
memorial of the board of trustees of public schools of the District of 
Columbia, relative to the public schools of the District of Columbia, 
and recommending the substitution of school-buildings to be owned 
by the District for those rented; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES IN LEGAL-TENDERS. 


Mr. SOUTHARD. I move to suspend the rules and put upon its 
passage the bill which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bilite authorize the payment of customs duties in legal-tender notes 

Be it enacted, dc., That on and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1579, legal 
COMMITTEE ON EXPPNDITURES IN TREASURY DEPARTMENT. | tender notes of the United States shall be received at par for all customs duties for 
Mr. GLOVER I | . i he foll ; | all sums required to be paid by any person, tirm, or corporation 

ster foe rent ee uanimons consent to offer the following Tes- | Mir, SOUTHARD. I call for the yeas and nays upon the motion | 
olution for present consideration: , ; 

suspend the rules. 


Mr. HENDEE. I rise te a question of order. If the yeas and 
nays are ordered the call of the roll cannot be concluded before tw 
o'clock, when the business of the District of Columbia comes up 
under the rules of the House. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. The rules can be suspended. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. I insist upon the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 22. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

82. It shall be the duty of the Committee for the District of Columbia to ta! 
into consideration all such petitions and matters or things touching the said is 


‘ ; rres o he 
In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives of November 27, | trict.as shall be presented, or shall come in question, and be referred to th 


1877, 1 inclose a report made to me by the Attorney-General, the results of which | the House; and to report their opinion thereon, together with such propose 
’ 0 relative thereto as to them shall seem expedient. The third Monday ot a 


seem to be correct, and which afford the information requested L : : a ee 
month, from the hour of two o'clock p. m. until the adjournment of that day, sba 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury Department be, 
and they are, authorized to send subcommittees to such places as - may find 
necessary, for the purpose of taking testimony, with the powers possessed by the 
full committee 


‘ Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I object. 
PACIFIC RAILROADS, 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
y message from the President of the United States; which was read, 
; as follows: 


To the House of Representatives 








R. B. HAYES. 





EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 18, 1878 when claimed by the Committee for the District of Columbia, be de voted 
i . -.orm » ‘ . s sively to busine ss reported from said committee; and said committee shall hel 
id ; ; Phe SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the message and accom- | forth be omitted by the Speaker in the regular call of committees. 
‘ o : aa ode - oo e ill —- to the Committee on the Judiciary, i The SPEAKER. The immediate predecessors of the _— nt Océ 
; Sn ee ee : sant of the chair have ruled that nothing whatever could be allowee 
eh = — Tt What is the subject of the report! * interfere with the business of the District of Columbia after tw 
; rhe SI BARES. It relates to the discrimination of freights over | (Jock on the third Monday of the month. The Chair concurs ! 
q | ‘i Ther I — —. i ; : fs eee , | this decision of his predecessors, and for the reason that the Coma t- 
oat ft : d me - a oa _ h es tion, the message and accompany =e report | tee for the District of Columbia is taken out from the regular _ 
i: i were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be | for the committees and is only allowed to be called upon the thir 
re : printed. vom ai od Monday of the month. 7 3 
Af 3) PUMERAL OSSEQUIES OF LATE KING OF ITALY. Mr. SPRINGER. It was not two o'clock when the point of orde 
mp rhe SPEAKER. The Chair also lays before the House a commu- | was made. tor the 
H i : nication from the Italian minister, and directs the Clerk to read it. The SPEAKER. The Chair caused the rule to be read, for te 
oe E | 
} : ei 
eau: So 
S ry ‘+a a 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Chair would have interrupted the roll-call when the hour of two 
1 
a vSPRINGER. The roll-call is never interrupted. 

rhe sPEAKER. It is constantly interrupted. 

Mr. FORT. Is not a motion to suspend the rules, including the 
‘relating to the business of the District of Columbia, in order ? 
‘rhe SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the roll-call, under the 
ing of his immediate predecessors, in which he concurs, might be 

apupted When the hour of two o'clock arrived. 

‘Mr. FORT. Under a motion to suspend the rules ? 

rh SPEAKER. Yes; by the rules of the House, business of the 

“rier of Columbia would have precedence to-day even though two- 

rds voted to suspend the rules. ¥ 
a? SOUTHARD. I do not quite understand the decision of the 
(hair to reach the question which I present to the House. My motion 

‘+n euspend the rules of the House, and, amongst other rules, the 
“te which gives to the Committee for the District of Columbia pre- 
cedence at the hour of two o'clock. ; 

The SPEAKER. Two-thirds of the House have not yet said that 
she rules shall be suspended. 
"hs SOUTHARD. But I am making that motion, and I made it 
before the time fixed for the business of the District of Columbia in 
order that that question might be tested. 

Mr. SAYLER. I do not antagonize at all the bill offered by my col- 
league, but he is manifestly wrong upon the point of order. His mo- 
t on will be in order on any other day but this, but this, the third 
Monday in the month, is set apart for the business of the District of 
Columbia when the hour of two o’clock arrives; and it is not in order 
+) suspend the rules, so as to exclude the business of the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. 
fore two o'clock. 

The SPEAKER. That makes no difference. When the hour of 
two o'clock arrived the Chair would have suspended the roll-call 
» order that the House might proceed with the business assigned 
on this day for that hour, the business of the District of Columbia, 
hat the gentleman’s bill is before the House as unfinished business, 
ind will come up again next Monday. 

Mr. COX, of New York. It has always been ruled by previous 
Speakers that nothing could stop the business of the District of Co- 
lumbia at two o’clock on this Monday in the month. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is glad to be corroborated in his ruling 
by the gentleman from New York. \ 

Mr.GARFIELD. If the rules can be suspended, the rule allowing 

sday for the business of the District of Columbia would be utterly 
vitiated. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairso holds. Reports are in order from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 


My motion to suspend the rules was made be- 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BOUCK, from the Committee for the District of Columbia, re- 
ported back, with a recommendation that it do not pass, the bill (H. 
R. No. 1296) to provide for the care of all animals to be slaughtered 
for food purposes in the District of Columbia, and to incorporate the 
Washington Stock-Yard, Abattoir, and Rendering Company. 

The bill was laid on the table, and the report ordered to be printed, 


NATIONAL IRON AND COAL INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Mr. BOUCK, from the same committee, also reported back, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1977) to incor- 
porate the National Iron and Coal Insurance Company of the United 
States of America. 

The bill was laid on the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Mr. BOUCK, from the same committee, also reported back, with an 

amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 2057) to amend the charter of the 


Mutual Fire Insurance Company of the District of Columbia. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


_, Strike out ‘and said real estate shall not escheat to the Government of the 
hited States, if not sold or disposed of.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


ume; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read a third time, and 


passed. 


Mr. BOUCK moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | 


table, 
the latter motion was agreed to. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE POTOMAC AT THREE SISTERS ISLANDS. 


Mr. HENDEE. I am instructed by the Committee for the District 
of Columbia to report back, with an amendment striking out the sec- 
ond section, the bill (H. R. No. 942) to authorize the Secretary of 
,“t to construct a bridge across the Potomac River at or near the 
Three Sisters Islands. It is not necessary to read the bill at length, | 
rte subject toa point of order containing an appropriation. 1 
Who ore move that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 

hole on the state of the Union. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third | 





he motion was agreed to. 


Vil——29 


AAD 


REMOVAL OF NATIONAL CAPITAL. 


Mr. HENDEE. I am instructed by the Committee for the District 
of Columbia to report Lack a coneurrent resolution of the Legislature 
of the State of Missouri, asking for the removal of the national cap- 
ital from Washington, District of Columbia, to some more central 


location. I am authorized to state that the committee are unani- 


mously of the opinion that no legislation is necessary at this time on 
that subject, and they ask to he discharged from all further consider 
ation of the subject. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 


EMBEZZLEMENT IN THI 


Mr. HUNTON, from the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
reported back, with amendments, the bill (S. No. 412) to punish em- 
bezzlement in the District of Columbia and to protect the records of 
said District, and for other purposes 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it ¢ de., That if any officer, eler] 
the District of Columbia, or in the service of any of the oflicers thereof, shall em 
bezzle or wrongfully convert to hisown use, or fraudulently take, make way wit! 
or secrete, with intent to embezzle or fraudulently convert to his own use, or shall 
knowingly and willfully, improperly or wrongfully and willfully sell or dispose ot 
any money, goods, rights of action obligations of the United States, or 
any State, or any municipal or other corporation, foreign or domestic, Treasur 
notes, postage or revenue stamns, warrants, or other valuable security or effects 
whatever, belonging to said District, or to any person, government, or corpora 
tion, which shall come into bis possession or under his care by virtue of such offic: 
clerkship, agency, or employment, be shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by 
a fine not exceeding $5,000 or by imprisonment not exceeding tive years, or both 

Sec. 2. That it any officer, clerk, agent, or employé in the service of any person, 
firm, association, or corporation, shall, within the District of Columbia, embezzle 
or wrongfully convert to his own use, or fraudulently take, make way with, or se 
crete, with intent to embezzle or fraudulently convert to his own use, or shal 
knowingly and willfully, improperly or wrongfully sell or dispose of any mone) 
goods, rights of action, bonds, or obligations of the United States, or any State, o 
any municipal or other corporation, foreign or domestic, Treasury notes, posta 
or revenue stamps, warrants, or other valuable security or effects whatever, bx 
longing to such person, firm, association, or corporation, which shall come into his 
possession or under his care by virtue of such office, clerkship, agency, or employ 
ment, he shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding $5,000 or 
by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or both. 

Sec. 3. That all records, books, files, maps, plats, surveys, drawings, writings 
and other papers of the late corporations of Washington, Georgetown, or of the 
levy court of the District of Columbia, or made by persons in the employment o1 
service of either of them, or of the District of Columbia, in the course of such 
employment or service, or which shall hereafter be so made, are and shall be the 
property of the District of Columbia, andwhoever shall steal any such record, book, 
tile, map, plat, survey, drawing, or other paper, or instruments used in surveying 
or engineering work, such property of said District of Columbia, shall, upon con 
viction thereof, be imprisoned not more than three years, or pay a fine not exceed 
ing $5,000, or both, without reference to the value of the property or thing so taken 
Sec. 4. That all persons who shall willfully secrete or remove from the office 
room, or place where the same are usually kept, any reeord, book, file, writing, 
paper, map, plat, survey, drawing, field-note, or any note in reference to the same, 
or instrument used in surveying or engineering work, the property of the District 
of Columbia, or within the care or custody of the commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, or any otlicer or employé of said District, er shall alter, change, deface, 
obliterate, or destroy the same, or who, having removed from such oftice, room, or 
place where the same was usually kept, any article or thing hereinbefore named, 
or who having come into possession of any such article er thing so removed, and 
who shall hereafter, on demand of the commissioners of eaid District, their agent 
or attorney, refuse or neglect forthwith to return the same, shall be guilty ofa 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned not more than three 
years, or be fined not exceeding $5,000, or both. 


DISTRICT. 


tected <, agent, or employé in the service of 


bonds, or 


The first and second amendments were to strike out the word 
“improperly” in the first and second sections of the bill before the 
words, * or wrongfully sell or dispose of,” &c. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The third amendment was in the thirteenth line, fourth section, 
aiter the word “ who” insert the words, “knowing such to be the 
property of the District of Columbia.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time and passed. 

Mr. HUNTON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. The Committee for the District of 
Columbia have no further business to report to-day. 
Mr. BEEBE. 1 move that the House now adjourn. 
The question was taken upon the motion to adjourn; and npon a 
division there were—ayes 85, noes 77. 
Before the result of this vote was announced, 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 95, nays 152, not 
voting 45; as follows: 
YEAS—9%5 
Crapo 
Danford, 
Davidson 
Davis, Horace 
Deering 
Dwight 
Eames 
covert Field 
Jacob D Foster 
Samuel 8. Free 


Bundy 

Burchard 

Burdick 
innon 
hittenden 


Bacon 

Bagley 

Baker, John H. 

Ballou ( 

Banks { 

Beebe Clark, Rush 

Bisbe« Cole, 
( 
( 


Frye 
Gardner, 
Gartield 
Gibson 
Hal 
Harder 
Harm 
Har 
Hart 
Hendee 


Blair 
Bliss 
Brewer 


‘ox 


Cox an, 








a 


ann em 
ms 
a 


opp 


Ai 
} 
a 
Tt 
; 

; 
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y 
sg 
z 
4 
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. 
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450 


Henderson 
Herbert 
Hur rford 
Jame 
AJorgeisen 
Kk 
Keightley 
Ketcha 
Lathroj 

\ wl 


itis 
her, William H 


Bell 
tomedtict 
sicknell, 

ackburn 


irvight, 
browne 
Backner 
Butler 
Cabell, 
‘ain 
aldwell, John W 
aldwell, W.P 
‘alkins, 
‘amp, 
ampbell 
‘andler, 
arlisle, 
Shalmers, 
‘lark of Missouri, 


lymer, 

obb, 
songer, 
Cravens, 
Crittenden 


sland 

Bridges, 
Brogden, 
Caswell, 
Claflin, 

Clark, Alvah A 
Collins, 

Cook, 

Darryall 
DouPlas 

Ellis, 

Evans, I. Nowton 


larke of Kentucky, 


Mavham, 
McGowan 
McKinley 
Menro 
Mull 
VOreross 
Overton 
Potter 
Powers 
Price 
Quinn 
Reagan 
Reed 
Rice, William W 
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Robinson, George D. Townsend, Martin I 


Ryan 
Sampson, 
Schleicher 
Sinnickson 
Smalls 

Smith, A. Hert 
Starin 

Stenger 

Stone, John W 
Stone, Joseph C 
Chornburgh 
lhrockmorton 
Townsend, Amos 


NAYS—152 


Cudberson 
Cummings 
Cutler 
Davis, Joseph J 
Denison 
Thibrell 
Dickey 
Dunnell 
Durham 
Eden 
E:eckhott 


Elsworth 
Krrett 

Evans, James L 
Evins, John H 
Ewing 

Felton 

Finley 

Forney 

ort 

Franklin 
Faller, 

Garth 
Giddings 
Glover 

Goode, 

Grunter 
Hamilton 
Hanna 

Harris, Henry R 
llarrison 
Hartzell 
Hateher 

Hayes 
Hazelton, 
Henry 


Hewitt, Abram S 


Hewitt,G. W 
Hooker 
House 
liumphrey, 
Hunter 
Hunton 
ittner, 
Jones, James T 
Kenna 
Kimmel 
Knapp 
Knott 
Landers 
Leonard 
Ligon, 
Luttrell 
Lynde 
Manning 
Marsh 
Martin, 
McKenzie 
Mc Mahon 
Metcalte 
Mills 
Mone, 
Morgan 
Morrison 
Mors« 
Muldrow 
Neal 
Olivers 
Page 


l’atterson, G. W. 


Patterson, T. M 
Phelps 
Phillips 
Pollard, 
Pound, 


NOT VOTING—45 


Gause 

Harris, John T 
Hartridge, 
Haskell, 
Henkle, 
Hiscock 
iiubbell, 


Jones, Frank 
Jones, John S 


Kelley, 
Killinger 
Lapham, 


Loring 
McCook 
Mitchell, 
O'Neill 
Pacheco 
Peddie, 
Pugh, 
Reilly, 
Roberts, 
Robertson 
Sapp, 
Singleton, 


So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 
During the call of the roll the following announcements were 


made: 
Mr. SCALES. 


Mr LANDERS. 
leave the Hall on account of indisposition. 


See 


Mr. TURNEY. 


Mr. CLYMER. 


sickness. 
The result of 


Mr. SOUTHARD. 


Walsh, 

Warner 

Welch, 

White, Michael D. 
Williams, A § 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C.G 
Williams, James 
Willis, Benjamin A 
Wood, 

Wren 

Young 


Pridemore, 
Rainey, 

Randolph 

eu 

Rice, Americus V 
Riddle, 

Robbins, 
Robinson, Milton S 
Ross, 

Sayler 

Scales, 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger 

She lley, 

Slemons 

Smith, William E 


Southard, 
Sparks, 
Springer 
Strait 
Swann 
Phompson 
lipton 


lownshend, R. W 
lucker 

lurnetr 

Turney 

Vance 

Waddell 

Watson 

W hitthorne 
Williams, Jere N 
Williams, Richard 
Willis, Albert S 
Willits 

Wilson 

Wright 

Yeates 





Steele, 
Stephens 
Stewart, 

Van Vorhes 
Veeder, 

Wait, 
Walker, 
Ward, 
White, Harry 


I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. STEELE, is 
absent on account of sickness. 


My colleague, Mr. Wart, has been compelled to 
If present, he would vote 


My colleague, Mr. REILLY, is detained from the 
House on account of sickness in his family, and is paired with my 
coHeague, Mr. Wutre, of Pennsylvania. 
My colleague, Mr. BRIDGES, isabsent on account of 


the vote was then announced as above stated. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 
I move to suspend the rules and pass the bill 


which I send to the Clerk’s desk, a bill to authorize the payment of 
customs duties in legal-tender notes. 

The bill provides that on and after the Ist day of January, 1879, 
leg@l-tender notes of the United States shall be received at par for 
all customs duties for all sums required to be paid by any person, 
firm, or corporation 


Mr. SOUTHARD. 


passing the bill I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The guestion was taken; and there were—yeas 


voting 42; as follows 


Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Atkina, 

Baker, John H. 
Banning, 
Bayne, 

Bell, 

Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 


YEAS—154. 


Blount 
Boone, 
Bouck, 
Bragg, 
Brentano 
Bright, 
Browne, 
Buckner 
Burdick, 


Cabell, 


Caldwell, John W. 


Caldwell, W. P. 
Calkins, 
Campbell 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Carlisle, 
Chalmers, 


Upon the question of suspending the rules and 


154, nays 96, not 


Clark of Missourt, 
Clarke of Kentucky, 
Clymer, 

Cobb 

Cox, Samuel 8. 
Cravens, 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 
Cummings, 


| Cutler, 
| 


Davidson 


| Davis, Horace 


Davis, Joseph J 
Dibrell 

Dickey 
Durham 

Eden 

Elam, 

Evans, James L 
Evins, John H. 
Ewing 

Felton 

Finley 

Forney, 

Fort 

Vranklin 

Fuller 

Gardner 

Garth, 

Crause, 
Giddings 
Glover 

Croode 

Crunter 
Hamilton 
Hanna, 

Harris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 


Bacon 
Bagley, 
Baker 
Ballou 
Banks 
Beebe, 
Lisbee 
Blair, 
Bliss, 
Brewer, 
Briggs 
Bundy 
Burch urd, 
Cain 

Camp, 
Chittenden 
Clark, Rush 
Conger, 
Covert 

Cox, Jacob D 
Crapo, 
Danford 
Deering 
Denison 


Benedict 
Bland 
Boyd, 
Bridges 
Brogden, 
Butler, 
Caswell, 
Claflin, 
Clark, Alva A. 
Cole, 
Collins, 


Villiam H. 


Hartzell, 
Haskell 
Hatcher 
Hayes 
Hazelton 
Henderson 
Henke 
Herbert 
Hewitt, G. W 
Hooke rT, 
House 
Humphrey 
Tlunter 
Hunton 
Ittner, 
Jones, J. ‘I 
Keightley 
Kenna 
Knapp 
Knott, 
Landers 
Leonard 
Ligon 
Luttrell 
Lynde, 
Mackey, 
Manning 
Marsh, 
Martin 
McKenzie 
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Mc Mahon 
Metcalfe 

Mills 

Money 

Morgan 
Mortison 
Muldrow 

Neal 

Pa ‘ 

Patterson, G. W 
Patterson, T. M 
Phelps 

Phillips 
Pollard, 

Pound, 
Pridemore, 
Reagan 

Rice, Americus V 
Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Robinson, Milton S 
Ryan, 

Sampson 

Sapp 

Sayler, 

Scales 
Schleicher 
Sexton, 
Shelley, 


NAYS—06. 


Dunnell 
Dwight, 
Eaines, 
Fickhoff 
Ellsworth 
Errett 

Field, 

Foster 
Freeman, 
Frye 

Gartield, 
Llale, 
Hardenbergh 
Harmer 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Hart, 

Hendee 
Henry, 
Hewitt, Abram S 
Hungerford, 
James, 

aes Frank 
Jones, John S. 


Joyce 


Keifer 
Ketcham 
Kimmel, 
Lathrop 
Lindsey, 
Lockwood, 
Loring 
Maish 
Mavham 
McGowan 
McKinley, 
Mitchell, 
Monroe 
Morse, 
Muller, 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
Overton 
Potter, 
Powers 
Price, 
Quinn, 
Rainey 
Reed, 


NOT VOTING—42. 


Cook 
Darvrall, 
Douglas, 
Ellis 
Evans, lL, Newton 
Gibson, 
Hartridge, 
Hiscock, 
Hubbell, 
Jorgensen, 
Kelley, 


Killinger, 
Lapham 
McCook, 
O'Neill, 
Pacheco, 
Peddie, 
Pugh, 
Randolph, 
Reilly, 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 





Wilson 
Wright 
Yeates 
Ye ung 


Rice, Will n W 
Robinson, George D 
Ros - 
Shallenber 
Sinnickson 
Smalls 
Smith, A. Herr 
Starin 

Stenger 

Stewart 

Stone, Joseph | 
Strait, : 
Swann 
Thompson 
Thornbargh 
Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, Martin! 
Warner 

Will ams, Andrew 
Williams, C.G 
Williams, Rict 
Willis, Ber 
Wood 
Wren 












Steel 

Stephens 
Veeder 

Wait 

Walker 

Ward, 

Watson 
White, Harry 
Williams, James 


So (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the rules were not sus- 


pended. 


During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 
My colleague, Mr. STEELE, is absent by reason of 


Mr. SCALES. 


sickness. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


vote “ay.” 


Mr. LANDERS. 
account of illness. 


Mr. BOYD. 


Maryland, Mr. ROBERTs. 


this question. 


If present, he would vote “ay.” 
Mr. CLYMER. 


My colleague, Mr. BripGeEs, is detained from the 
House on account of sickness. 


My colleague, Mr. BLAND, is sick, and for 
that reason has not been here for some time. If present, he would 
My colleague, Mr. Wart, has been called home on 
If present, he would vote “no.” ; 

I am paired on all questions with the gentleman from 
If he were present, I should vote “ay” 
I am not aware how he would vote. 


The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 
IMPROVEMENT OF GALENA RIVER AND HARBOR. 


Mr. BURCHARD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 2 
No. 2685) to appropriate money for the improvement of the Galeua 
River and deepening the harbor of Galena; which was read a lust 





and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordere 


to be printed. 


USELESS PRINTING OF 


MEMORIALS AND PRIVATE BILL. 


Mr. FOSTER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following Te 
lutions; which were referred to the Committee on the Rules: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be instructed to prepare ru 


: . ‘ . : . . : nnd 
will prevent the useless printing and publication of memorials in the bound: 


of the Recorp. 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Rules be instructed to prepare Tul 


es tbat 


will prevent the useless printing and distribution of private bills. 


Mr. CHALMERS moved that the House adjourn. 


The question being taken, there were—ayes 127, noes 60. 

Mr. SPRINGER called for the yeas and nays. "= 

The question being taken on ordering the yeas and nays, there 
were—ayes 39, noes 170—not one-fifth voting in the affirmative. 
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Mr. SPRINGER called for tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

&, the yeas and nays were not ordered, and the motion te adjourn 
was agreed to. Accordingly (at three o’clock and thirty minutes p. 
) the House adjourned. 


1 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, etc., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
. a the rule, and referred as stated : 
i Mr BAKER, of Indiana: The petition of Elisha Erwin and 250 
“citizens of Marshall County, Indiana, for the prohibition of 
‘i. manufacture, importation, or sale of intoxicating liquors in the 
U1 ted States, except for medicinal, mechanical, and sacramental 
srnoses—to the Committee of Ways and Means. : 
By Mr. BAKER, of New York: Remonstrance of H. C. Howe and 
vothers, and of Alfred Hilland 155 others, citizens and workingmen 
neaged in the manufacture of woolens at West Eaton and Oswego 
Falls, New York, against a reduction of the duties which protect 
yor and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee— 
ithe same committee. 





sher ( 
ouuel 


a 


: By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Samuel Roberts and Richard | 


Roberts, for « mmpensation for property taken by the United States 

{rmy—to the Committee on W ar Claims. 

~ Also, papers relating to the claim of John Tumstein for property 
n by the United States Army—to the same committee. 


By Mr. BICKNELL: A paper relating to the establishment of a | 
at-route between Freetown and Seymour, Indiana—to the Commit- | 


: the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads. 
ty Mr. BLISS: Remonstrance of George S. W. Arthur and other 
lovés of H. A. Phelps & Co., of Brooklyn, New York, against the 
reimposition of the war tax upon tea and cotfee—to the Committee 

f Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BREWER: Remonstrance of A. J. Crosby and 163 other 

wens of Oakland County; of Caleb Thompson and 62 other citi- 
eps of Ingham County; of IE, V. Chase and 52 other citizens of 
Clinton County; and of C. G. Jackson and 28 other citizens of Oak- 
land County, Michigan, against the reduction of the duty on wool— 

the same committee. 
y Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of 200 citizens of Saint Charles 
wty, Missouri, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the same 
mimittee. 
By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of citizens of Galena, Ilinvis, 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the Galena River and 
harbor—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of the heirs of 
Robert Isherwood, for compensation for the use and damages to lands 
» the District of Columbia used for military purposes—to the Com- 
wittee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of B. D. Smith, for a pension—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

by Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of workingmen at Barre Forge, 
Pennsylvania, against a reduction of the tariff—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Wilmore, Cambria County, Penn- 
sylvania, for the relief of William Crum—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. CANDLER: The petition of G. W. Hall & Son and other 
werchants and manufacturers of tobacco, at Atlanta, Georgia, for a 
reduction of the duty on licorice-paste—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Also, the petition of Thomas G. Rowlins, for compensation for prop- 
erly taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War 
Clainis. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petitions of citizens of Grant and Kenton 
Counties, Kentucky, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Joseph B. McClintock, for compensation for a 
borse lost in the military service of the United States—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Josiah Shinkle, for compensation for rescuing 
the steamer Echo—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. CLARK, ef lowa: Papers relating to the bill for the relief 
of William D, Ayler—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, papers relating to the bill for the relief of Hiram W. Love— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. CLYMER: The petition of Philip and Thomas Collins, 
of Pennsylvania, for the restoration of diplomatic relations with 
Bolivia—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. DARRALL: The petition of the heirs of Dennis Daigre, 
‘or compensation for property taken and used by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DICKEY: The petition of Bennington & Co. and others, 


r 









= Brown County, Ohio, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to | 
th 


we Committee of Ways and Means. 
, By Mr. DOUGLAS: Papers relating to the claim of Watt H. Tyler 
), Compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 
a Mr. ELAM: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
—- from Colfax to Montgomery, Louisiana—to the Committee on 
the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads. 


peal of the check-stamp tax—to the same committee. 
} 

| 

| 
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| By Mr. ERRETT: Remonstrance of 100 workers in iron, at Pitts- 
| burgh, Pennsylvania; of 46 workers in pig-metal, at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; and of 78 workers in iron, at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
| Vania, against any change in the tariff—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. . 

By Mr. EWING: The petition of R.C. Murphy, for the adoption 
of a resolution authorizing the Committee on Banking and Currency 
| to obtain certain information from the Secretary of the Treasury 

and report by bill—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. ~ 

By Mr. FENN: Resolutions adopted at a public meeting held at 
Boisé City, Idaho Territory, favoring appropriations for the erection 
of public buildings in said Territory—to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. FORT: The petition of B. Holmes and others, against the 
reduction of the tariff on flaxseed and linseed-oil—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of A. W. Jerome, manufacturer of flax, at Pax- 
ton, Illinois, against any reduction of tariff duties until thoroughly 
investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of George A. Harrison, fo) 
| sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. GARDNER: The petition of Enoch Jacobs, late United 
States Consul at Montevideo, for compensation for preserving certain 

archives of the United ®tates—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
} By Mr. GOODE: Papers relating to the claim of B. P. Layall for 

prize-money which accrued to him as a lieutenant in the United 
States Navy in 1s60—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of John H. Jarvis and others, that war 
premiums may be paid from the Geneva award fund—to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Lucy A. Snowe, Flora Butler, R 





a pen- 


| 

| 

| . W. Lincoln, 

| William Spear, and other citizens of Rockland, Knox County, Maine, 
for a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States cit- 
izens on account of sex—to the same committee. 

Also, the petitions of W. R. H. Dutton, and other manufacturers 
| of lumber, at Steuben, Maine, and of Hathorn, Foss & Co., manu- 
facturers, at Lambert Lake, Maine, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly examined—to the Committee ef Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of the New York dyeing 
and printing establishment of Barrett, Nephews & Co., and of Bar- 
retts, Palmer & Heal, for a discrimination in the tariff on French 
merinoes, cashmeres, poplins, and delaines, when imported in the 
gray or uncolored state—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of A. J. Nichols 
and 405 employés of straw works at Foxborough, Massachusetts, 
against the reduction of the tariff—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARTRIDGE: The petition of J. Sheppard and other citi- 
zens of Saint Mary’s, Georgia, for the appropriation of $34,000 for the 
survey of the navigable waters of Saint Mary’s River to the Gulf of 
Mexico—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of New York: The petition of J.C. G. Kennedy, 
for the consideration of the memorial of the six Chinese companies— 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of distillers and rectifiers of whisky 
and wholesale dealers therein, of Nashville, Tennessee, for a reduc- 
tion of the tax on whisky—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Clarksville, Tennessee, for the re- 





By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, relative to the Geneva award—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of John W. Pearson, for compen- 
sation for property taken by the United States Army—io the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. JONES, of Ohio: A paper relating to the establishment of 
a post-route from Howard, by way of Millwood, to Green Valley 
Mills, Ohio—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: A paper relating to the claim of W. 
Benschoten—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Henry 8. Van de Carr and 
Elsie M. Reynolds, for the extension of a patent on brakes used on 
power looms—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. LOCKWOOD: The petition of Union Iron Company and 
other manufacturers of iron, &c., at Buffalo, New York, that tariff 
duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of the malsters and brewers of Buffalo, New 
York, for a specific duty on malt of thirty-five or forty cents per 
bushel—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: Papers relating to the claim of August 

| Leschinsky —to the Committee of Claims. 

| Also, the petition of Donald McLeod, and 100 others, of Califor- 
nia, for the establishment of postal savings-banks—to the Committee 
| on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

| By Mr. LYNDE: The memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for an appropriation to improve the naviga- 
tion of Detroit River at Lime Kiln Crossing—to the Committee on 
; Commerce. 

| Also, the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wis- 


M. 
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eonsin, relating to the distribution of the Geneva award fund—to the | council of the city of Augusta, Georgia, and the pe 


Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MANNING: The petition of the heirs of George Gorman, 
deceased, of Marshall County, Mississippi, for compensation for prop- 
erty taken and used by the United States Army during the late war— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. MARTIN: The petition of C. J. Corbin and others, of Ma- 
rion, West Virginia, for a reduction of the tax on manufactured 
tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Also, the petition of Alpheus D. Lyons and others, of West Virginia, | 


relative to the equalization of bounty to soldiers of the late war— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

sy Mr. MCKENZIE: Papers relating to the claim of Henry Thier- 
man and White Frost—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

sy Mr. MCMAHON: The petitions of John Glass and Thomas J. 
Scott, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Gottiob Weichman and other citizens of Mont- 
gomery County, Ohio, for a post-route from Trotwood to Amity, 
Ohio—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of Dr. R. H. Green, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of George Marshall and others, 
against any reduction of duties on imports and against the restora- 
tion of duty on teaand coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MULLER: Two petitions of cork manufacturers and labor- 
ers of Pennsylvania, and of cork manufacturers and laborers of the 
State of New York, that the duties op corks remain unchanged—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. OVERTON: The petition of James G. Mason, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PAGE: Resolutions of the senate and assembly of Califor- 
nia, favoring appropriations for the erection of a new Federal build- 
ing at Sacramento, California, and for the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Sacramento and Feather Rivers—to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, resolutions of the senate and assembly of California, favoring 
appropriations for the improvement of the San Joaquin River—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route between 
San Andreas and Sheep Ranch, California—to the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado: Papers relating to the bill for 
the relief of H. C. Alleman—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. PRIDEMORE: The petition of J, R. Anderson and other 
citizens, of Tennessee, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traftic—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. QUINN: The petition of distillers and rectifiers of New 
Jersey, for a reduction of the tax on whisky—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH: Papers relating to the claim of Sarah E. 
Thompson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Charles R. Loring and other work- 
ingmen, of Brunswick and Windham, Maine, against any reduction of 
the duties which protect labor, and against the reimposition of the 
duties on tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways aud Means. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of George Littlejohn and 
others, of Port Jefferson, Ohio, that the duty on flaxseed and linseed- 
oil remain unchanged—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of citizens and manufacturers of 
Durham, North Carolina, for the reduction of the tax on manufact- 
ured tobacco and snuff—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of North Carolina, for the reduction 
of the tax on licorice-paste—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ROMERO: Papers relating to the establishment of post- 
routes between Fort Bascom, New Mexico, and Fort Elliott, Texas ; 
between Silver City, New Mexico, and Glove City, Arizona; between 
Abiquiu, San Juan, and Lower Animas Valley ; and between Socorro 
and San Francisco, by way of Socorro Mines and Tularosa, New Mex- 
ico—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roade. 

By Mr. SAPP: Papers relating to the establishment of post-routes 
between Eureka, Hays, and Newland’s Grove ; between Emerson and 
Hunter's Branch; between Exira, Tyner, and Coon Rapids; between 
Exira and Westside ; between Mount Ayr and Westerville; between 
Cromwell and Mount Ayr; between Council Blutis, Crescent City, 
Harrison, Blair, and Logan; between Nodaway Mills and Centre ; 
between Harlan and Exira; between Harlan and Logan; between 
Shelby and Miller; between Red Oak and Climax; between Farra- 
gut and Vaughan; and between Logan, Magnolia, and Soldier Val- 
ley, lowa—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SAYLER: The petition of distillers, rectifiers, dealers, 
manufacturers, druggists, and merchants, of Cincinnati, Ohio, for a 
reduction of the tax on spirits—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, and vicinity, for 
an appropriation in aid of settlers on public lands—to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. SHELLEY; The petition of J. Waltemeyer, of Washington, 
District of Columbia, for relief—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: The petition of William L. Clearman, for 
compensation for property taken by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: The memorial of the mayor and 





Lo ; 1 tition of several bu 
dred citizens of the same place, asking for an appropriation for t! 
erection of public buildings in said city, suitable for a POBt-Offieg 
custom-house, &c.—to the Committee on Public Buildings oa 
Grounds. _ 

By Mr. STEWART: Papers relating to the establishment of , 
routes between Spring Creek and Crookston ; between Pelicay | f 
and Crookston; between Appleton and Ortonville; and bety., 
Lake Tokna and Ortonville, Minnesota—to the Committee o, » 
Post-Oftice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. STONE: Papers relating to the claims of E. 8. Warra}) », 
others—to the Committee on Commerce, Diss 

Also, the petition of M. C. Burlington, John Burg, James y, | 
ney, and others, against the extension of the patent of 
Sarven on buggy wheels—to the Committee on Patents, 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of the workingmen employed » 
Locust Point rolling-mills, Baltimore, Maryland, against the pod), 
tion of the tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. . 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of 6,000 citizens of Penusylyy 
nia, for the passage of a law prohibiting discriminations jn {y.j,}; 
by railroads—to the Committee on Commerce. il 

By Mr. TIPTON: The petition of laboring-men on the froutier, fy 
the payment of Indian vouchers—to the Committee on Indian Atigirs 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of William J. Bar), 
and 53 other citizens of Cleveland, Olio, and of William Gray 4 
287 other citizens, engaged in the manutacture of paper at C\ey; 
land, Ohio, opposing any modification of the tariff laws—to the Coy 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Anson Smith and Caroline Smith, of Cleve. 
land, Ohio, that the charter of the Capital National Lusurance Coy 
pany of Washington, District of Columbia, be repealed on account of 
the non-payment of losses by said company—te the Comumitice fy 
tne District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WAIT: The petition of Charles Spaulding and others, o; 
Norwich, Connecticut, against repealing the duty on corks; and of 
J.M. Huntington and others, also of Norwich, Connecticut, tor , 
change in the tariff on sugars, molasses, and melado, to the Commit. 
tee of Ways aud Means. 

By Mr. WELCH: The petition of citizens of Nebraska, for tl 
retention of the duty on tlaxseed—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Also, memorial of the Board of Trade of Omaha and others, { 
an appropriation to improve the Missouri River at Omaha, Nebraska 
and Council Blutts, lowa—to the Committee on Commer e, 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of Mrs. Lucinda C. Dilla 
hanty, for a pension—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petitions ot Jolu Marti 
and Nelson M. Farrar, for pensions—to the Committee on lnvalid 
Pensions. 

Also, the petition of farmers and wool-growers, of Michigan, pro- 
testing against a reduction of duty on imported wool, aud the pe 
tions of Parke, Davis & Co., manufacturing chemists, of Detroit 
and Charles R. Higgins and others, employés of manufacturers 0! 
chemicals, against any reduction of duties on like articles imported 
iuto this country—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of John W. Thompson and 
others, for loss of tools in the Government service—to the Committe 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petitions of citizens ot 
Racine, Wisconsin, for the repeal of the bankrupt law, and of the 
Grand Temple of Honor of Wiscousin, for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic—to the Committee on ti 
Judiciary. 

Also, two petitions from merchants and business men of Chicag 
Illinois, for the establishment of a lake coast-light and fog-signal 
station on Racine Point, on Lake Michigan, in Wisconsin—to ti 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: Papers relating to the claim o! 
N. H. Coverdale—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: Papers relating to the claim ol 
Richard Oulahan—to the Committee on War Claims. _ 

By Mr. WILLITS: Three petitions of citizens of Littlefield, «! 
Jonesville, and of Hillsdale, Michigan, for the protection of Woo 
growers—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of William H. Deery, for a pe 
sion—to the Committee on Luvalid Pensions. : 

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the pension claims of Sarai J. 
Goss and James G. Williams—to the same committee. _ 

Also, the petition of Delas A. Harrell, for compensation for pr) 
erty taken by the United States Army—to the Committee on War 
Claims. 


James } 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 22, 1878 


The Senate met at half-past one o’clock p. m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 1 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approve 








HOUSE BLLL REFERRED. 


1) (H. R. No. 2057) to amend the charter of the Mutual Fire 
e Company of the District ef Columbia was read twice by 


7 ind referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


ct 





PROTECTION OF DISTRICT RECORDS, 
rhe VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendments of 
Tiouse of Representatives to the bill (S. No, 412) to punish em- 
mont in the Distriet of Columbia, and to protect the records of 

Iytyict, and for other purposes; which were referred to the 

ree on the District of Columbia. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 
VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 


» Secretary of War, transmitting, in accordance with the re- | 


+ of the Committee on Military Affairs, an expression of his views 
-prard to the bill (8. No. 165) to reimburse the State of Texas for 


enses incurred by said State in repelling invasions of Indians and 


mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


{ unat 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


My. HOWE presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 


\iwaukee, Wisconsin, in favor of an appropriation to complete the 


hreak water and the entrance to the harbor of refuge in Sturgeon | 


Bay; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

\r. CONKLING. LI present a petition signed by citizens of the 

uty of Cattaraugus, like a number of other petitions which I 

we in wy hand, and I will indicate the import of this one. The 
vetitioners ask to have silver remonetized and reissued, because the 

. which it was demonetized was never discussed in Congress, 

y the publie press, nor its effects understood, nor its passage con- 

ed to by the people; because it rendered unavailable one-half 

ve material in which the paymeat of the Government debt had been 
dged, and because it was unjust and unfair to the people thus to 
louble the burdens of said debt by depreciating the value and de- 
stroving the power of silver for that purpose. They ask to have 
ver remonetized in order to add to our present circulating medium 

, sulicient sum to relieve the wants of trade and the requirements of 

usiness, to give employment to millions of idle but honest people, 

ud, inally, to give labor and private enterprise a fair and equal re- 
with public and corporate debts, thereby affording all classes 
opportunity to preserve their own as well as the public credit. 

[hey ask for the repeal of the resumption act because its enforce- 

would bankrupt every debtor in the land and render houseless 
meless millions of people who under more liberal legislation 
cut be saved from such disasters. The remainder of the petition 
ins in emphatie words the deep interest felt by the petitioners. 

Like petitions have been sent me signed by citizens of Auburn 

ity, New York, by citizens of Allegany County, by citizens of 
Oisego County, anotber petition from Allegany County, one from 

eus of Washington County, one from the city of New York; an- 

er irom the same city, a third also from New York City ; one from 
ug County, and one from Westchester County, all of them, 
ogether, signed by a large number of citizens who seem to be 
vorkingmen mainly and men connected with enterprise. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The several petitions will be referred to 

Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also the petition of Thomas C. Smith, 
{ the Porcelain Pottery Company of Greenpoint, New York, praying 
t no heedless revision of the tariff shall be made. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee om Finance. 

(he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a memorial signed by workingmen and 

isot Little Falls, New York, remonstrating against liberating from 
toms duties certain fabrics and imports specified in the memorial. 
i move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of John McEwan and others, 
manufacturers of salt, of Bay City, Michigan, employing eighty-two 
workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concerning a 
revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an 
olicial inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and that 
the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion 
ot practical business men would best promote the restoration of gen- 
eral prosperity; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

: He also presented additional papers in the case of H. A. Stone, of 

“houn County, Michigan, praying for an extension of his patent 
‘ora machine for the manufacture of cheese; which were referred to 
tie Committee on Patents. , 

Mr, WINDOM presented the memorial of J. A. Christian & Co. and 
- hers, business firms of Minneapolis, Minnesota, protesting against 
“He passage of Senate bill No. 371, for the extension for a period of 
“vet years of the Horsford patent for an acid substitute for cream 


= —— for culinary purposes ; which was referred the Committee 
Oh ratents, 


Mr. HOAR. 
zens of M 
Which th 
the 


u 
l 


taken 














I present the petition of K. Heinzen and others, citi- 
assachusetts, chiefly of Boston, praying for eertain measures 
ey describe as calculated to promote the culture and insure 
preservation of the public lands for the people. Those measures 





\-xicaus; Which, on motion of Mr. HAMLIN, was referred to the | 
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are that no portion of the public lands shall hereafter be sold or 
given away either to individuals or corporations. “A portion of land, 
comprising eighty acres, as prescribed by the hemestead bill, shall be 
placed at the disposal of every actual settler, who is to pay for the 





use thereof a moderate yearly rental tax.” * * * “The rental tax 
shall be applied to assist the indigent in settling upon lands they 


desire.” “Lands needed for public squares, parks, institu- 
tions, roads, and forest-culture are to be reserved by the Government, 
and all lands sold and not cultivated up to a certain time shall be 
reclaimed by the United States, the owners receiving the original 
price given by them. The sums needed for the repurchase of such 
lands may partly be derived from the rental tax.” The memorialists 
state quite fully the reasons governing them in making this request. 
I move the reference of the memorial to the Committes 
Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROLLINS presented the memorial of Henry W. Boynton and 
others, citizens of Ashland, New Hampshire, engaged in the manu- 
facture of straw, leather, and binders’ goods, remonstrating against 
any reduction of tariff duties and against the reimposition ot the war 


on Public 


} tax upon tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on 


Finance. 

Mr. DAWES. I present a series of resolutions passed by the Fall 
River Manufacturers’ Board of Trade at a meeting held in Fall River, 
Massachusetts, January 12, 187s, in which they set forth in as strong 
language as can be used what seems to them to be the hazard of the 
experiuents involved in the silver bill now pending before Congress. 
I move the reference of these resolutions to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DORSEY. I present six petitions of citizens of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, praying an amendment to the bill passed in relation to a 
reservation at that place last year, in order to enable them to purchase 
the property upon which their improvements are placed. I move 
their reference to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the memorial of eighteen firms of millers 
and tlour dealers of Chicago, Illinois, remoustrating against the 
granting to k. M. Horsford of an extension of his patent ior the mann- 
facture of an acid substitute for cream of tartar used for culinary 
purposes; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also presented the petition of D. R. Pomeroy and 50 others, 
citizens of Plana, Kendall County, Illinois, praying for the granting 
of a pension to Mrs. Mary Ek. Lowe, wife of Captain John H, Lowe ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Martha C. Kendall, of Adrian, 
Kendall County, [linois, praying for a pension on account of serv 
ices rendered by her son during the late war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensioas. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of 
Michael Feeley and others, workingmen of Pottsville, Pennsylvania, 
engaged in the manufacture e; iron; the memorial of J. Kk. Dobson 
and others, workingmen of Phanixville, Pennsylvania, engaged in 
the manufacture of iron; the memorial of Joseph Miles and others, 
workingmen of Manayunk, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufact- 
ure of paper; and the memorial of Eli J. Atwood and others, work 
ingmen engaged in the manufacture of iron and steel, remonstrating 
against any reduction of the tariff and against the reimposition of 
the tax on tea and coffee; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of Knowles, Taylor & 
Knowles and others, manufacturers of china-ware, &c., of East 
Liverpool, Ohio, employing a large number of workingmen, praying 
that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of the tariff 
duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the 
condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of the 
proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical busi- 
ness men would best promote the restoration of general prosperity ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. [also present a similar petition from A. Coflin 
and others, manufacturers of woolens, lumber, &c., of Ghent, Sum- 
mit County, Ohio, employing twenty-nine workmen. I move its ref- 
erence to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I present the petition of Frank Kessler and 
others, workingmen of Cleveland, Olio, engaged in the manufacture 
of chemicals, and the petition of Thomas Alexander and others, 
workingmen of Cleveland, Ohio, engaged in the manufacture of iron, 
praying that there shall be no change in the tariff affecting the busi- 
ness in which they are engaged, and remonstrating against the reduc- 
tion of the war tax on tea and coffee. I move the reference of these 
petitions to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of fhe Enterprise Company 
and others, manufacturers of worsted, braid, &c., of Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island,employing seven hundred workmen, praying that Con- 
gress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until 
after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of 
the industries of the country and that the nature of the proposed 
tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business men 
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would best promote the restoration of general prosperity; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr VHYTE presented the memorial of George W. Coates, jr., | 


Georce Beavys, and others, workingmen at Locust Point, Baltimore, 
Maryland, remonstrating against the reduction of duties on imports 


and the reimposition of the war tax upon tea and coffee; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Ife also presented the memorial of Bollman & Carl and others, lead- 
ing firms and business men of Baltimore, Maryland, remonstrating 
against increased duties on vinegar; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Captain William Chandler, late 
of the United States Navy, praying to be allowed the difference be- 
tween the pay of a lieutenant-commander and that of a commander 


in the United States Navy; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Naval Affairs. 
Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of G. F. Williams and 
others, citizens of Washington and Kane Counties, Utah Territory, 


praying an amendment of the law providing for the holding of terms | 


of court in the second judicial district of that Territory ; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of John W. Webb and others, 
citizens of Lamar County, Texas, praying for the establishment of a 


post-route from Paris, via Central Springs, to Goddard, in that State ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads., | 


He also presented the petition of A. C. Bennett and others, citizens 
of Frio County, Texas, praying for the establishment of a post-route 
from Frio Town to McKinney’s Store, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. WITHERS presented resolutions adopted at a public meeting 
of citizens of Alexandria, Virginia, in favor of the remonetization of 
silver, the substitution of greenbacks for national-bank notes as cur- 
rency, and the resumption of specie payments; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. WITHERS I also present the petition of depositors in the | 


Richmond, Virginia, branch of the Freedman’s Savings Bank, repre- 
senting, I am informed, six thousand depositors, praying that the 
United States Government may reimburse them for the loss of their 


deposits in that bank. I move the reference of the petition to the | 


Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of the Crown Point Iron 


Company and other manufacturers, of Crown Point, New York, em- | 


ploying seven hundred workmen, and the petition of C. B. Clark and 
other manufacturers, of Syracuse, New York, employing one hundred 
and forty-tive workmen, praying that Congress will take no action 


. » ° . > ° | 
concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascer- 


tained by an oflicial inquiry the condition of the industries of the 
country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such 
2s in the opinion of practical business men would best premote the 
restoration of general prosperity; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present nine petitions of the same character, 
signed quite numerously, one from Rochester, Monroe County ; one 
from Catskill, Greene County ; one from Brooklyn, one from Cayuga 
County, one from Schodac, Renssalaer County; one from the city of 
New York, one from Westchester County, New York, and two from 
Otsego County, New York, praying for the remonetization of silver 
and the repeal of the resumption act. I move the reference of these 
petitions to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG presented the petition of Virginia Gardner, 
widow of the late Commodore William H. Gardner, United States 
Navy, praying to be allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of P. N. Woods and other | 


manufacturers and machinists, at Fairfield, lowa, employing thirty 
workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concerning a 


revision of tarifi duties until after it shall have ascertained by an | 
official inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and | 
that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the | 


opinion of practical business men would best promote the restora- 


tion of general prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Finance, 


Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of F. Smith and others, cit- | 


izens of Oregon, praying for the passage of the bill providing for the 
construction of the Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass Railroad, 


and for the location of the Northern Pacific Railroad, and for the ex- | 


tension of time for the completion of the same; which was referred 
to the Committee on Railroads. 
Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of the Greene and Daniels 


Manutacturing Company, of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, employing | 


three hundred workmen; the petition of the Riverdale Mills, at Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island, employing eight hundred workmen; and the 
petition of J. A. Gewdey & Son, manufacturers of loom-reeds, at 
Providence, Rhode Island, praying that Congress will rake no action 
concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascer- 
tained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the 
country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such 
as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the 
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restoration of general prosperity; which were referred 
| mittee on Finance. 


to the ( or 


Mr. BOOTH presented two petitions, numerously signed by oj:;,,. 
of California, praying that no action be taken by Congress “sy — 
the Southern Pacific Railroad Company to change their yoys, 
protesting against an extension of the time for the completi ; 

same; which were referred to the Committee on Railroads 

He also presented the pe tition of citizens of Arizona. j 
| to Mexican land grants in Arizona; which was referred 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of the Milton Iron ( 
manufacturers of bar-iron, at Milton, Pennsylvania, emplo 
| workmen, praying that Congress will take no action concer 
revision of the tariff duties until after it shall have ascert 
an official inquiry the condition of the industries of the cou 
that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation is such as j, ; 
| opinion of practical business men would best promote the yest, 
tion of general prosperity; which was referred to the Comy 
Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a petition of the G 
Temple of Honor of Wiscensin, signed by its olticers, praying 
| appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the ajco) 

liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Financ 

Mr. WADLEIGH presented the petition of Edmund R. Bac! 
of Exeter, New Hampshire, praying to have his name restun 
pension-list; which was referred to the Committee on Pensio; 

He also presented the memorial of N. M. Reed and others, ; 
of Ashland, New Hampshire, remonstrating against a reductio 
duties on imports and also against the restoration of the du 
tea and coffee: which was referred to the Committee on Finan 


tr 


i 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was p- 
ferred the bill (11. R. No. 542) to change the location and na 
the Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois, reported j 
an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
| (S. No. 265) to remit taxes on insolvent savings banks, report 

with an amendment. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to y 
| was referred the bill (S. No. 505) for the relief of Heury Rom 
reported adversely thereon, and the bill was postponed indeti 

Mr. MAXEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to \ 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 376) for the payment to the ofiiew 
and soldiers of the Mexican war of the three months’ pay provid 
for by the act of July 19, 184s, reported it with au amendm 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred { 

(S. No. 252) for the relief of W. D. Rollyson, submitted an 
report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and tuc 
postponed indefinitely. 
Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (8. No. 217) for the relief of John A. Shaw 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report ther 
which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the report of the joint select comuit 
tee on Chinese immigration in California be referred to the Comumit- 
| tee on Foreign Relations. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. To which the Chair hears no objection 
and it is so referred. 
Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, I think, on February 13, 1*74,4 
| large petition was presented (a petition containing 20,000 names 
from citizens of San Francisco, California, upon this same subject ot 
Chinese immigration. That petition at that time was referred to | 
Committee on Foreign Relations; but no action was taken b 

| committee. I desire, as the committee is now again considering thr 
matter, that that petition may go to the committee. 

| The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be entered. 





u 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I notice that the bill (8. No. 564) to establish 
mint for the coinage of gold and silver at Indianapolis, in the Sat 
of Indiana, and appropriating certain Government grounds and build: 
ings to the use of the same, as also money for the purchiase of tl 
necessary machinery, introduced by me yesterday, has been retert 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 1 understoot 
the order of reference to be to the Committee on Finauce, which 
seems to me to be the appropriate committee, and I ask to have ( 
reference changed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The reference will be changed, as sus 
gested by the Senator from Indiana. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave © 
introduce a bill (S. No. 573) for the relief of the officers and privat’ sof 
the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers; whieh was read twice”) 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave t 
introduce a bill (S. No. 574) to authorize the taking of certain parce” 
of land for the Congressional Library, and for other purposes ; whit 
| was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Publie 
| Buildings and Grounds. 
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Mr. McMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave | 


.teroduce a bill (8S. No. 575) to establish a post-route from Benson, 
via Langhei and Hereb, to White Bear Centre, Minnesota; which 
a oe ad twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post- 
Oni es and Post-Roads. ae 

Mtr, McMILLAN. I desire to present a petition, numerously signed 

vane of Minnesota, indicating the desire for the post-route for 
‘ie establishment of which the bill 1s introduced. 

The VIC E-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred with the 
‘+o the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
troduce a bill (S. No. 576) to amend the statutes in relation to 

»vediate transportation of imported merchandise; which was read 
wine bv its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
‘Mr. PADDOCK. In support of the bill T present a copy of a letter 


wa 


My 





( BURCHARD, of the Committee of Ways and Means of the House of 
Representatives, and numerous petitions from important towns and 
ey ? rr 

cities of the Union. ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. All of which will be referred with the 
bill ; 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
ntroduce a bill (8. No. 577) to provide for the appointment of a dis- 
trict , ; : : 
ewice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. CONKLING (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent | 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 578) for the relief of Edwin 
M. Hart, of New York, late a disbursing officer in the Navy of the 
United States; which was read twice by its title, and, with the ac- 
companying papers, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No.579) making an appropriation for a survey 
of the waters of the Pacific Ocean at Cape Foulweather, in the State 
of Oregon, with a view of determining the practicability and cost of 
constructing a harbor of refuge at that point; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

“He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 580) providing for the survey of Alsea River and 
Harbor and buoying the same; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 581) for the improvement of the military wagon- 
road from Scottsburgh, Oregon, to Camp Stewart, Oregon; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
ntroduce a bill (S. No. 582) providing for the payment of counsel 
fees in Osage ceded-land suits; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 583) for the relief of J. K. McLean, late postinas- 
ter at Florence, Kansas; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BUTLER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 584) to repeal section 3412 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, the same being section 122 of the na- 
tional-bank act; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 585) to amend section 2763 of the Revised 
Statutes; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 

Ordered, That the papers relating to the case of Benjamin P. Runkle be taken 
from the tiles of the Senate and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 








STATUE OF GOVERNOR WILLIAM KING, OF MAINE. 
= HAMLIN submitted the following resolutions ; which were 
read : 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the thanks 
of Congress be presented to the governor, and through him to the people of the 
State ot Maine, for the statue of William King, whose name is so honorably iden- 
titled with the early history of that State. ; 

Resolved, That this work of art is accepted in the name of the nation, and as- 
s‘igued a place in the old Hall of the House of Representatives, already set aside by 
«(of Congress for statues of eminent citizens, and that a copy of this resolution, 
sigued by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
‘tives, be transmitted to the governor of the Staie of Maine. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, by the authority and at the request 
of the governor of Maine, my colleague and myself present, in behalf 
of the State, the statue of William King, as the first contribution of 
the State in response to the request of Congress that the several 
States should furnish statues of two of their representative and emi- 
hent men to be placed in the National Statuary Hall. 

This statue was executed by Mr. Simmons, who is anative of Maine. 
ae work of art we believe it to be his most successful production. 
. er statues of his execution which have received merited appro- 
ation already grace the Hall for which this one is destined ; while 
other works of his adorn the city. 

In the selection of the man to be thus commemorated here there was 


the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, addressed to Hon. H. | 


indge for the western district of Tennessee; which was read | 


| he was baroneted by 
| manded astiil larger fleet again 


a difference of opinion among the authorities of Maine, whether to 
go back to its colonial history for the choice of representative persons 
or to take the period of the revolutionary struggle with Gréat Brit- 
ain, or to come down to the later time of the separation and in« 

pendent organ State. At each of these distant epochs 


e- 


Zation of 


» 
} 
14 the 


the State is rich in illustrious names. 

During the colonial period, Sir William Phipps, born in Woolwich. 
Maine, in 1651, commanded the fleet of the colonies which captured 
Port Royal, the capital of 1 


French Arcadia, in 1690, for which exploi 


the British Crown. In the same year he com 


gainst Quebec, and in 1692 was appointed 

governor of the province of Massachusetts. 
Sir William Pepperell, who was born in Kittery, Maine, in 1696, 
| where he died in 1759, was intrusted with the supreme command of 
the forces of New England which achieved the capture of the famous 
fortress of Louisburg, in 1745. For this feat of arms he was uot only 
baroneted by the British Crown but received successive appointments 
in the British army of colonel, major-general, and lieutenant-general. 
We have not beem able to find any other case where nat iwe citizens of 


| by Great Brita 


| Maine in 1795, where he died and was 





| his age, and the impression he made upon me contirmed the jud 


any of the States while they were in colonial condition \ 
in for eminent distinction or achievenx 
During the revolutionary epoch General Henry Knox, of the artil 
lery arm, served from Dorchester Heights to Yorktown. General 
Vashington, who had leaned upon him as one of bis sturdiest sup 
ports in the field, placed him in his Cabinet as Secretary of War. 
General Knox was born in Massachusetts when Maine and Massa 
chusetts were one State, but he went to live upon his estates in 
buried, 
Commodore Edward Preble, who died in his native city of Port- 


we kuighted 


its. 


| land, Maine, in 1°07, served with great distinction during the revo 


Intionary struggle, first as a privateer and afterward in a public 
armed vessel of Massachusetts. He entered the national Navy in 
1799, and commanded the squadron which covered itself with glory 
at Tripoli in 1804. He is justly regarded as the father of the Ameri- 
can Navy, and no history of it can be written without writing sab 
stantially the life of Commodore Preble, so indissolubly are the two 
connected, 

The authorities of Maine, however, decided to present to the nation 
as its first contribution to the National Statuary Hall the statue of 
a& man connected with its history as an independent State, and, hav- 
ing come to that decision, they had no doubts or difliculties in select- 
ing the person. William King was the first governor of the State, 
and the universal contemporary judgment marked him as the fore 
most of the men of Maine of his times and generation, in all the in- 
tellectual and moral endowments which constitute individual great- 
ness. In his public career he wasthe leaderinmemvrable measures in 
vindication of religious freedom and the rights of labor, the iuiluence 
of which was felt over the whole country while he yet lived, and will 
continue to befelt so long as we remain a free people. 

Governor King was born in the town of Scarborough, Maine, in 
1768. Commencing life with little or no patrimony, he was a laborer 
for atime in the manufacture of lumber in Topsham, Maine, but 
soon removed to the city of Bath, Maine, where he had a lony and 
prosperous business career as a merchant. He died in Bath in bso, 
at the advanced age of eighty-four years. In person he was of the 
most imposing and commanding presence. He was the half brother 
of Rufus King, of New York, the jurist, orator, statesman, aud diplo- 
matist, and who was as able as he was distinguished. Rufus aud 
William were of opposing schools in politics, and each were equally 
earnest in advocating their respective opinions. Of less culture than 
Rufus, William King was considered by those who knew them both and 
were competent to judge to be the superior in manly and intellectual 
endowments. I saw him for the first time in the sixty-ninth year of 
8 
ment of his cotemporaries, that his intellectual endowments were 
extraordinary. ‘The enchantment that surrounds distinguished per 
sons in the distance is too often dissipated by nearer approach. It is 
rare indeed that we estimate men intellectually by a higher standard 
as We approach, come in contact, and associate with them. In my 
long experience and acquaintance with public men I have known 
but very few such persons. Of these William King was conspicu 
ously one. 

Governor King frequently represented his town and county in both 
branches of the Legislature. He was a major-general of the militia 
of Maine, and in honorable service as such during the war of 1812~15. 
He took a leading part in the separation of Maine trom Massachu- 
setts, and presided over the convention which framed tbe consti 
tution of Maine. He was elected its first governor, with less than 
two thousand votes for all other persons. He did not hold the office 
of governor through the term for which he was elected, havin , ac- 
cepted an appointment tendered him by President Monrve, as ene of 
the commissioners for the distribution of the funds set apart out of 
the purchase-money of Florida, to satisfy the claims of American 
citizens against Spain. He also held other public positions of im- 
portance. 

His administration of the office of governor, although short, cov- 
ered the important period of the first organization of the State as 
respects the appointment to office and shaping its policy. In this, as 
in everything, Governor King displayed that largeness’ of tind 
which was his distingnishing characteristic. Especially is thi re- 
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memibered in regard to the judiciary department. Not only did he 
display the rarest discrimination in selecting learned, able, and up- 
right judges, but although his own political views were always 
strong and sharply defined, he arose clear and high above party and 
so constitated the ceurts from the eminent men of the two parties of 
that time that the confidence and affection of the whole body of the 
people were secured for the tribunals appointed to administer jus- 
tice and determine private rights. So should our judiciary systems 
ever be organized and sustained. 

Governor King was the able advocate both of the common-school 

ystem and the endowment of all the higher grades of educational 
institutions. The censtitution of Maine, in which he conspicuously 
assisted, makes it obligatory upon all the towns to maintain public 
chools and enjoins it upon the Legislature “‘ to encourage and suita- 
bly endow from time to time, as the circumstances of the people may 
iuthorize, all academies, colleges, and seminaries of learning within 
he State.” 

\ gentleman well competent to judge, who knew Governor King in- 
timately and to whom I am indebted for the information, describing 
Governor King as a parliamentary debater and leader, says: 

lic never made long speeches. He carried his points, not by art but by main 
trength, not by long«irawn argaments nor by sonorous periods of eloquence buat by 
arush orcrushing stroke He was terrible, severe, and sometimes rough and hardly 
courteous. What he believed was very clear in his own mind, and he threw him 
self upon his opponents with irresistible effect 

The intellect of Governor King, moved by a generous and ardent 
nature, was a great and living force which impressed itself upon the 
whole course of public events with which he was connected; but the 
limits of this occasion will permit a reference to two only of the par- 
liamentary measures with which he was identified. Of both of them 
he was the originator and most conspicuous and prominent advocate. 
They are the (so-called) betterment act of 180, quieting the posses- 
sions of the frontier settlers of Maine, and the 
freedom act of IS11, adopted in Ma 
at both of these periods 

At the commencement of this century fully three-fourths of Maine 
was an unbroken forest, the fee of the portion of it accessible to set- 
tlement being principally held by companies under large grants made 
in early times, and a considerable portion of these grants being 
insurveyed, The great West not then being opened, pioneer set- 
tlers were everywhere entering this forest and converting it, amid 

t hardships and under the rigors of 2 northern climate, into 
comfortable homes, and thus enlarging the area of civilization and 
creating a adding wealth to the State. Grasping the broad equity 
of the ease, Governor King held that these men should not be treated 
i8 trespassers, but should be protected in the enjoyment of the fruits 
of their toil by being allowed to purchase the fee of the lands at an 
ppraisement of their value in a state of nature or by being re- 
pail for the improvements put upon them. Trained himself in 
early years to severe toil, he had a realizing knowledge of the worth 
and necessities of labor and a generous sympathy with it, while as 
a statesman he took a just and comprehensive view of its relation 
to the wealth and prosperity of the State. Intelligent mannal labor 
is w school in which men attain an energy of purpose and a capacity 
to encounter and overcome obstacles which are in many respects of 
more value than all the learning of allthe schools. Labor has obsta- 
cles to meet and surmount, and, in whatever pursuit, whetherof manual 
labor, science, or art, requiring the highest exertions of will and per- 
sistency to overcome them, furnishes the best training forthe develop- 
ment of the intellectual and moral powers of man. ‘To secure and 
promote the just rights of the laborer and to increase his intelligence 
is one of the noblest duties of statesmen. 

In speaking of the dignity of manual labor, Dr. Channing has most 
cloquently said: 


(so-called) religious- 
achusetts, which included Maine 





It is not merely the grand instrument by which the earth is overspread with 
fruitfulness and beauty and the ocean subdued and matter wrought into innumer- 
able forms for comfort or ornament. It has a far higher function, which is to give 
force to the will, efliciency, courage, capacity of endurance, and persevering devo- 


tion to far-rea@hing plans. Ease, rest, owes its deliciousness to toil, and no toil is 
so burdensome as the rest of him who has nothing to quicken his powers. 

The betterment act of 180% in its essential provisions was abso- 
lutely new in this country and was resisted by the best legal ability 
of the day, but the strong hand and strong will of Governor King 
overbore all opposition. He had the satisfaction to live long enough 
not only to see its wisdom universally admitted after a full experi- 
ence of it in his owa State, but to see the principle of it consecrated 
in the legislation of the nation. The first general pre-emption law of 
the United States was passed in 1530, and many of those who par- 
ticipated in its passage have informed me that the principle of it 
was borrowed from and most effectively sustained by the Massachu- 
setts act of 1802. 

It is not easy at the present day, when the principles of religious 
freedom have been so longand perfectly established in practice in 
this country, to appreciate the successful struggles of Governor King 
in theirsupport. Religious intoleration and persecution have existed 
in almost all ages and among almost all nations; and even those who 
iled from such persecution to this western world as a refuge in which 
they might worship God according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences, were not fully prepared to allow that consciences might 
difler. Idesire always to speak with sincere veneration of the puritan 
fathers of New England, whose human imperfections only served to 
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placein more distinct relief theirextraordinary virtues. But they 


yet in the glimmer of morning, and the full light of the day - 
ligious liberty had not yetsurrounded them. Roger Williams w),,. 


statue adorns the same Hall which is to hold that of Gov: 


. — : : srnor Kir , 
was ignominiously expelled from the Bay State to the 8) 


Provide 


Plantations for no other offense than his stern advocacy of relix ee 
freedom and the rights of conscience ; and it was only by slow deen... 
and by successive steps that the rigors of legal coercion in mat;o... 
religion were relaxed in Massachusetts and Maine. = 
As late as 1511 compulsory taxation was imposed upon every ¢jrjy, 
for the support of the lawful, settled minister of the parish, a1 


every part of the State was embraced within the territorial |i), 
some parish. The act “ respecting public worship and religious fr 
dom,” approved June 1s of that year, provided that every , 
might direct the appropriation of the taxes paid by him for ye} 
purposes to the religious teacher whose instructions he was jp thp 
habit of receiving. It provided, also, that every person produciny 
certificate of membership of any religious society, wheth be 
within or without the town in which he resided, should be ex, mot 
from the payment of parish taxes. The bitterness and persevey 
with which this measure was resisted can hardly be credited and 
preciated at the present time. Governor King was then a mem)er of 
the senate of Massachusetts. He was himself a worthy communicant 
of the Congregationalist Church. Hus principal colaborer in the 
work of religious emancipation was asenator fom Berkshire County 
Rey. John Leland, a Baptist clergyman of advanced opinions up¢ 
the rights of conscience as well as all political topics. It was thes 
two men, and Governor King first, from the extraordinary energy of 
his character, who successfully sustained the struggle which severed 
the last link between Church and State in Massachusetts and Maine 
Time, which proves all things, has shown that the preaching of tly 
gospel and all other religious institutions receive a better support 
under the voluntary system than ever has been or can be obt 

by compulsory taxation. 

The generation by whom a man is personally known soon passes 
away, and it happens to few men to have their characteristics and 
actions long preserved even in history. dre el marmore perennius 
more lasting than brass or marble. But whichever may be the ior 
enduring, the record of the services of Governor King as the uncow 
promising and efficient champion of the rights of labor and ot reli 
ious freedom, or the chiseled marble which images his persou aud 
features, Maine commits his statue to the care of Congress a 
country in the belief that it is worthy of a place in the lial 
is destined to commemorate to distant ages the great men who hay 
assisted conspicuously in founding and advancing the Republi 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, William King was wholly identi 
with Maine. He was born on her soil, and lies buried beneath it, 
after along and useful life devoted with rare intelligence aud s 
gular energy to the welfare and honor of her people. 

Maine has not selected his statue to adorn the National Gallery { 
lack of men pre-eminently distinguished in the service of the ( 
Government. One of her tirst Senators in Cougress wasJolu Holu 
illustrious in his day for wit and wisdom, the sturdy and eioquen 
opponent of the anti-war federalists of Massachusetts, the trust: 
adviser of Mr. Madison’s administration in New England, and twice 
invited to a seat in his Cabinet. Mr. Holmes was followed in the 
Senate by the accomplished, the graceful, the eloquent, the learned 
Peleg Sprague. He served ten years in Congress, where he attained 
an exalied position, excelled only by his larger fame as a lawyer; 
and after a brilliant professional and political career in Maur 
passed thirty honorable years as a member of the United States judi- 
ciary in Massachusetts, adding to his renown as a Senator and his 
fame asa lawyer the high aud enviable title of a learned and up- 
right judge. His only disqualification to be presented as a contribu. 
tion from Maine to the National Gallery is the fact that in the full 
possession of his great mental faculties he still survives, by reason 
of strength, with more than fourscore years crowning his honored 
and venerable head. 

Succeeding Mr. Sprague, first in the House and afterward in the 
Senate, came George Evans, whose contemporary fame as a debater 
placed him among New England Senators second only to Mr. Webster 
He served eighteen years in Congress with constantly growing rep- 
utation and retired in his forty-ninth year with position and presuge 
rarely attained at that age. It was my good fortune to know Mr. 
Evans during the last fifieen years of his life, and to frequently hear 
him at the bar and in public addresses. Though such efforts lacked 
the stimalus which a trained and logical debater feels in a contest 
in this Chamber, yet he never spoke withont creating the most pr- 
found impression ou his hearers. In a discussion in Congress he 
always exhibited the tact, the force, the readiness, the resource that 
tradition assigns to the parliamentary efforts of Charles James Fox. 

William Pitt Fessenden entered the Senate at the same age at 
which Mr. Evans retired. He entered in all respects prepared for 
the leadership that was readily assigned him. According to Lord 
Bacon, reading makes a full man, writing an exact man, talking ® 
ready man. Mr. Fessenden wasall three. He was full, he was exact, 
he was ready. Perhaps if he had a fault, it was in being too realy. 
It was usually so easy for him to do better than others in debate 
that he seldom made the preparation that enabled him to do his best. 
His report on the question of nstraction in 1866 is a good example 
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earest and most forcible style, and will take rank, I venture 
with the best state papersin the English tongue. At home 
ymparison is not unfrequently made between Mr. Evans and Mr. 
. naan though it is difficult te institute one that is fair. Mr. 
Evans would have been the leader of the Senate with Clay, Webster, 
nd Calhoun out of it. Mr. Fessenden’s prominence would not have 
7 , so marked had the illustrious trio been his contemporaries. 
In ful! view of the eminent public reputation of these great Sena- 
ve. and also of the fame of the Colonial and Revolutionary heroes so 
rly yeferred to by my colleague, Maine has indicated by a gen- 
umity of public opinion, expressed through her Legislature, 
am King is her choice for the distinguished honor of her 
representative in the National Gallery. She has chosen him 
-tirst of all men he was influential in erecting the District of 
Maine into a free and independent State. The connection of the 
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to atlirim 
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Wa 


intolerable, to the majority of our people, and a sentiment 
» well-nigh to rancor and hatred could be satistied with 
hing less than separation. This dislike, which was mutual and 
i been growing for years, was strongly inflamed by the war of 
.j2 andthe resulting political differences. Massachusetts was deeply 
to the war and did all in her power to embarrass its prosecu- 
Maine stood firmly by the administration of Mr. Madison in 
*»the honor of the flag, and she contributed, I believe, a 
er number of troops than any other equal population in the 
t I'he majority of her people regarded the attitude of Massa- 
iwetts toward the General Government during that struggle as 
guly unpatriotic, if not treasonable. Participancy in the 
Hartford convention or any sympathy with its proceedings or its aims 
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Maine. The contrary spirit prevailed in Massachusetts, and the 
venerable William Widgery, who represented a Maine district in Con- 
vress and voted for the declaration of war against Great Britain, was 
seriously threatened with mob violence as he passed through Massa- 
husetts on his way homeward. 

Maine felt the pressure of the war keenly. A large portion of her 
and full one-half of her long coast, including some very con- 
siderable towns, were held and occupied by the British. 

wal battle was fought within gun-shot of her shores, in which the 
sanders of both vessels were among the slain, and their remains 
y peacefully repose side by side in the ancient cemetery at Port- 

Both on sea and on land the war was present and terrible to 
», but they endured it detiantly and successfully. These 


territory 











ical death and well-nigh social ostracism to any man in | 


A bloody | 





| our government, and under the lead of William King declared that 


ts greatly increased the bitterness between the District and the | 


-mother State,” as Massachusetts came to be humorousiy termed: 
dafter the peace of 1815 the agitation for independence proceeded 
with increased force. At the head of the movement—its leader, its 
organizer, its patriotic and eloquent advocate—was William King. 
He restrained the wrath of the imprudent, quickened the zeal of the 
iggard, dissipated the fears of the doubting, and molded his adher- 
uts and followers into a compact, co-operative, effective force, and, 
); the strength of public opinion, consolidated largely by his personal 
tioris, he, wore than any other man—nay, more than all other men— 
created the State of Maine. 

Succeeding thus in the immediate field of his personal influence, 
which indeed was quite irresistible to those who came under its spell, 
Mr. King lacked of course the power to command public sentiment 
n Massachusetts proper. There, indeed, he was cordially disliked 
ud even execrated. The people of Maine, though of the same origi- 
nal stock as Massachusetts, had come by reason of different surround- 
ngs, in tive or six generations of descent, to have entirely different 
characteristics. They were essentially, as indeed they still are, a 
trontier people; with a vast forest on the one side and a great ocean 
on the other, and they were accustomed and inured by constant occu- 
pation to the hardships and dangers of both. These circumstances 
naturally developed a bluff, hearty, brave, and generous people, who 
were never understood or appreciated in Boston, constituting then 
even more than now the governing power in Massachusetts. Indeed 
one of the leading federalists, active in Massachusetts at the time 
i separation, described the inhabitants of Maine as “a violent and 
vicious people,” and such I judge to have been the general estimate 
placed upon them at that day by the ill-informed and prejudiced citi- 

isof Boston. But the federal managers of Massachusetts began 
dread the growing stremgth and boldness of the Maine republic- 
is, and a lively fear was developed and spread like wild-fire that 

‘r the lead of William King the war party of 1512, the followers 
of Madison and Clay, would capture the State and make laws for 
boston as well as Bangor. 

lhe open and public agitation for a State government independent 
it Massachusetts had begun directly after the-treaty of peace in 
173, aud before the adoption of the Federal Constitution. But. it 





had been resisted in Massachusetts, always with firmness, often with | for the welfare of his State, it cannot be said that he chose unwisely 


OKeusive arrogance. Finally the people of Maine were indebted for 


their success, not to the justice of their cause and the righteousness 
of their prayer, nor even to a liberal sense of fair dealing on the 
yee 06 the people of Massachusetts, but solely to a fear in the minds 
“! the governing political party that their ascendency would be en- 
dangered if Maine should continue to be an integral portion of the 


State. They determined, therefore, to let the district go, and con- 





| simple and needful restriction that in its exercise he 








people of Maine” they could, in their own language, have “a snug 
little federal State for the rest of their lives.” But even this assur- 
ance, it is worthy of remark, proved fallacious, for almest immedi 
ately after Maine became a State the party in Massachusetts that 
had treated her unjustly was utterly overthrown, and the offensive 
and unpatriotic resolutions in which they had expressed their views 
in regard to the war were erased from their own legislative journals. 

Through all these trying and troublous scenes in which it was nee- 
essary to control the public sentiment of two peoples, it is difficult to 
state, it is quite impossible to overstate, the sagacity, the ability, the 
address, the force, in one word, the leadership, of William King. 
Maine followed him with implicit faith and Massachusetts came 
finally to dread him after she had long hated him. Intluencing the 
two populations with equal skill, governing the one through love, 


| the other through fear, he became finally the complete master of the 
with Massachusetts had become exceedingly distasteful, I | 


situation and attained the end for which he had labored for so many 
years with patient fidelity, with commanding ability, with consum 
mate tact. 

Massachusetts passed the act which resulted in separation in June, 
1319, a previous act passed for the same end in 1516 having froma 
variety of causes proved abortive. The convention to frame the con 
stitution for the new State assembled in Portland, in October, 119, 
William King was the only man spoken of to preside over its delib- 
erations, and he was chosen without opposition, though a conside 
able number of his political opponents were members of the conven 


| tion. 


His strong sense and practical wisdom guided the convention in its 
important labors and can be traced in every section and every line of 
the organic law under which a contented and happy people have lived 
and prospered for well nigh sixty years. 
ple ou the globe live under a wiser, juster, purer government 
the people of Maine. Lord Macaulay declared that nowhere in the 
governments of the world were person and property more secureiy pro 
tected by law than in the New England States, and I am sure that in 
no one of the New England States are these blessings more fully en 
joyed than in Maine. Mindful of the great principles of English lib 
erty, and recalling the “ 
rectum aut justitiam” 
stitution inserted 


Ido not believe that any peo- 


tuan 


nulli vendemus, nulli neqabvimus aul differti bu 
of the Great Charter, the framers of Maine’s con 
its most felicitous translation as the very of 
in 


basis 


the Commonwealth then founded— 


Right and justice shall be administered freely 
and without denial, promptly and without delay 


and without sa 


But the constitution of Maine does not stand as the sole basis of 
Mr. King’s fame as a wise lawmaker, though it contains marks of 
wisdom and foresight far in advance of his day, as it also embodies 
provisions whose insertion in the organic law of larger and more pop 
ulous States would have averted troubles already surrounding them 
and more darkly menacing their peace in the fature. Mr. King’s 
measures against monopoly in the ownership of the soil; for securing 
by law to every man the fruits of his honest labor against the grasp 
ot avarice and fraud; for curbing the power of large cities and pre 
venting their undue control by reason of wealth and concentrated 
numbers over the rights and interests of the safer agriculiural popu- 
lation; for securing to his State an absolutely impartial and inde- 
pendent judiciary; for establishing at that early day perfect equality 
of suffrage and political franchise among all men regardless of nativ- 
ity, caste, creed, or color; for abolishing all religious tests and guar 
anteeing toevery man the most entire liberty of conscience with the 
** shall not dis- 
turb the public peace nor obstruct others in their religious worship; ” 
for these great measures, wise, beneficent, philanthropic, and just, 
the name of William King will be held in honor and recalled with 
affection by the remotest descendants of the people of Maine. In 
their original and persistent advocacy he was a full generation in 
advance of those with whom he was acting, and his successful in 
grafting of them partly into the polity of Massachusetts and wholly 
into that of Maine was the strongest proof of his intellectual strength 
and also of that governing power over men, without which intel- 
lectual strength in the statesman is too often but moral weakness. 

The public life of Governor King closed before the National Gov 
ernment had attained its great magnitude, power, and prestige and 
before its honers and its offices had more attractive than 
those of the State. During the period of his prominence three Sen 
ators of the United States from Maine resigned their seats to take 
positions on the Supreme bench of the State—a service personally 
more agreeable at that time and more satisfactory to public ambi- 
tion. With power to command any position in the gift of the young 
Commonwealth, he preferred to be its governor rather than to rep 
resent its interests in either branch of Congress. Choosing wisely 


become 


for himself. While the service of the National Government has for 
a generation steadily absorbed the ambition of public men in this 
country, it is a notable fact that those who have devoted themselves 
exclusively to the service of the State have secured a closer attach- 
ment of the people, indeed I may say a more affectionate veneration, 
than has followed the eminent honors of the larger sphere. Scarcely 
a State in the Union but holds in reverent regard some well-beloved 


gratulated themselves that if well rid of “the violent and vicious | name whose renown was won wholly in her service. 
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% Witt Clinton died the idol of New York, and all his grand 
lievements of statesmanship were in the domain of State devel 
opment. Itistrue that he entered the Senate of the United States, but 
ts service Was so unattractive and its tield of effort and labor so 
restricted that he resigned it for the mayoralty of the chief city of 
his State Thomas McKean, of Pennsylvania, distinguished for his 
participation in the revolutionary struggle, never held office under 
lederal Government, but is remembered with pride by every son 
of Pennsylvania for the eminent judicial and executive career with 
vhich he honored and blessed the State. The elder Chittenden left 
i name that isa household word in every hamlet of Vermont, and 
his fame rests upon his administration of the State government dur- 
ng a longer series of consecutive terms than ever fell to the lot of 
any other man in America. 


I 
i 
1 
i 


in this list of great men, great from devoted service to their | 


States, William King is fitted to rank with the greatest. And it is 
in this spirit that Maine offers his statue tothe National Gallery. In 
the rotunda of her own capitol she cherishes a faithful portrait of 
him, painted by a contemporary artist of rare merit. No one could 
pass it by without being arrested by the striking features, the intel- 
lectual strength, the energetic expression, which rendered him as 
marked for manly beauty as for elevated character. The same char- 


acteristics have been reproduced in marble with admirable skill by | 


one who, if the dead could speak, would have been chosen by Mr. 
King for the task: a sculptor born in his own State, developed orig- 
inally by laborious self-culture under adverse circumstances, and ad- 
vanced and refined in his great art by years of patient study amid 
the best models of all the ages and under the best of living masters. 

Che statue now presented by Maine to the National Gallery will 
stand with those representing men of wider fame, with those of men 
more noted for eloquence, more marked for genius, more renowned 
for heroic achievements; who were employed in larger fields of labor ; 
who had grander opportunities to acquire distinction; but the entire 
Gallery, as it now is or as it is to be, will perpetuate the memory of 
no man entitled to outrank William King in the virtues that betit a 
patriot or in the wisdom that constitutes a statesman. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the resolutions 
offered by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. HAMLIN? ] 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, before the Senate passes the resolu- 
tions it is possible that some words from Massachusetts may be par- 
doned. I know that it is an intrusion to undertake to ask the atten- 
tion of the Senate outside of the arrangements of the Senators from 
Maine upon this interesting occasion ; but I do feel that it is not only 
proper but that it is my duty, poorly as | may be able to discharge 
that duty, to express in the name of Massachusetts my great regret 
that the eminent virtues and distinguished character of the first 
governor of Maine could not have been spread upon the records of 
the Senate and the evidences of that character and the estimate in 
which he was held by all who knew him, gathered as well from the 
records of Massachusetts as from those of Maine, presented here, 
without attempting to rake open the embers of an already expired 
and buried political animosity that Massachusetts as well as Maine 
regrets and that Massachusetts has done quite as much as Maine to 
obliterate. I would not abate one jot of all that has been said by 
the Senators from Maine in respect to the distinguished first governor 
of that State, once a citizen of my own State; but I regret that to- 
day there can be found in Maine any one who cannot read the history 
of the times in which he performed so prominent a part except 
through the prejudices and the bitterness and the injustice of the 
party animosities that distinguished those days but have long since 
passed away. 

I do not wish to controvert the isolated facts and the quotations 
gathered here and there by my distinguished friend [ Mr. me ee! 
from the records of Massachusetts ; but there could have been foun¢ 
among a richer and a better and a more abundant material upon the 
records of the history of the connection between Maine and Massa- 
chusetts evidences of the honorable feeling which pervaded both 
States when they separated, and which it seems to me it would have 
been much more pleasant and agreeable to have produced here than 
to have culled out the little of bitterness and injustice that animated 
some of the politicians on both sides. There always have been in 
all parties and in the history of all States—I had hoped that they 
had passed away—and there were in Massachusetts and Maine at 
that time men so intense in their party feelings as to do great injus- 
tice to those who differed with them; but Massachusetts had hoped 
that race had passed away ; and | rise now only to express my regret 
that anything has been contributed upon such an occasivn as this to 
their continuance. 


Sir, Massachusetts does not now entertain and Massachusetts as a | 


whole never entertained any of the feelings of bitterness toward her 
daughter, Maine, that a few of her men entertained in the days when 
she was struggling for an independent existence as a State; and 
the very circumstance and incident that the Senator from Maine has 
recorded as testimony of the violence of the men whose sayings are 
yverpetuated now half a century after they had been forgotten in 
Massachusetts carried them down in the State itself before public 
opinion. They did not speak the voice of the generous and high- 
toned body of the people of Massachusetts, and Massachusetts should 
not to-day be made responsible for any of those sayings. Massachu- 
setts has toward Maine many a time since she has stood an independ- 
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ent State borne testimony that these feelings and these senrjy 

were not the sentiments of that State. Her distinguished , 
| in the national negotiations in which the State of Maine jac ¢, 

interest has shown with what a liberal and generous and states, 
| like spirit she can consider questions vital to the interests of M4j, 
| and not remember that anybody in these States felt ill toward « 
guished men in Maine. The brightest and the most shining 
most brilliant and able men of the colony of Maine were selected ¢. 
high judicial positions in Massachusetts and for positions « 
other stations that were the gift of the State. And, sir, w; 
siring to mar the beauty and the proprieiies of such an occa, 
this, 1 feel that it is my duty to protest in the name of the s 
represent here against the impression that what has been s, 
erence to her this day is the true history of her connection 
tions with, and her treatment of the colony of Maine o1 
guished men in that colony who wrought out in the end 
pendence as a State. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, 1 have hesitated upon th« 
whether the requirements of good taste would be best sati 
remaining silent or by speaking at this time. I certainly ayy 
the eulogies which the Senators from the State of Main 
| tered in regard to the distinguished public character whos 
she has placed in the old Hall of the House of Representa 
other evidence were wanting, if public familiarity with the 
Governor King were not found, if his name were absent fr 
| pages of history, from the collection of biographers, from the |; 
of the people, the certificate of that honored State is enough to 
isfy us of his title to national regard. Lean conceive of no « 
| munity whose respect is a greater patent of true nobility tha 
which the Senators of Maine represent and whose voice they ba 
uttered here; a State containing a population of the purest ss; 
| blood on earth, with scarcely an ignorant man within its bor 
forming its institutions and assuming its equal place amon, 
States of the Union when the doctrines and principles ot 
| erty and public order were understood better than they have ey 
been understood before or since. If that people be noi hou 
and respectable and judicious, then there are no such quali i 
to human nature on the face of the earth; and if anywhere then 
be a heart to which the relations between the people of Main 
the people of Massachusetts suggest envy, hatred, mialive, a 





ba 
charitableness, that heart does not beat is a Massachusetts bose: 

Mr. President, the State of Massachusetts does not desire to wip 
out her history from the annals of the American people or to ser 
any portion of it from the judgment or knowledge of mankind. | 
other generous and heroic natures, great in virtue, great in courage 
great in the largest benefactions to human kind, she is great enough 
to have her faults and her failings known and to acknowledge theu 
It is true that there are some things in the utterances of sowe ot het 
leaders during the war of 1812 which she regrets to-day, and wh 
should be regretted. What States in the Union would not like to 
wipe out something of their history? When the Senator from Main: 
(Mr. BLAINE] tried to provoke a smile on some faces within the sound 
of his voice at his description of the errors of Massachusetts of ‘Lat 
day he relied on the ieeling which hated her, not for that, but for 
what she has of late done for human liberty, to obtain a response 
Massachusetts committed that fault under a great provocation. Her 
people had insisted through the whole administrations of Jolin Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson that a navy should be built up in order that the 
American people might protect their commerce and cope with Eng- 
land on the sea, and the Government had turned a deaf ear to that 
request and had answered that a few gunboats were all that the flag 
of the United States ought to cover. The initial measure of that 
war was not a brave blow at the enemy; it was a simple embargo on 
commerce by which her people were then getting their livelihood 
her sailors, her fishermen. 

These things excited deep public feeling, drove it to irritation, | 

madness, and to most unjustifiable and lamentable measures. It 1s 
| true, and L concede it. But the people of Massachusetts contributed 
to that war on the sea and on the land a record of heroism which | 
am willing to place by the side not as superior but as equal to that 
of any other State in the family. Why? Where was it that the peo 
ple of Maine, where was it that the honored and illustrious pers 
whose statue she has placed in yonder hall drew lessons 01 | 
liberty? They learned them in the school of Massachusetts. [i =! 
resisted wrong or injustice at the hands of Massachusetts i! 
Massachusetts lesson which she was putting in practic 


Her father’s blood before her fathers’ face 
Boiled up and proved her truly of his race. 
Mr. President, the very sea fight which the Senator from Maine »0 
eloquently described, which he says was fought off the shores ©! 
Maine, was fought by a crew of volunteers raised on the tustant 
the city of Boston. 
Mr. BLAINE, (in his seat.) No, sir, Portland. _ 
Mr. HOAR. And the men who went into that sea fight—I challeng 
the Senator to a comparison of history—ill-disciplined, ill-driiled, © 
meet the menaces of the haughty British commander, sailed out tro! 
the shores of Massachusetts. 
Mr. President, it is said that Governor William King rendered's 
service in resisting and terminating the rule of the old Puritan > 
of religious intolerance. That spirit in its worst days vever rest 
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» exhibition as has been witnessed on the floor of the Sen- 
The old doctrine of imputed righteousness and imputed 
which visited upon the children and the grand-children the 


| war, till within 


» parents, the Puritans never reversed in its operation and | 


on the grand-parents the sin of the children. L[regret that 


© r from Maine should have been so disturbed by some recent 
lements of the people of Massachusetts that he should 
r ancestors not only to bear the burden of their own sins 
<» of their descendants. Like Eneas in the Mneid, 
ittollens humero famamgque et fata nepotum 
+ Mr. President, I take leave of the subject. 
ve BLAINE. Mr. President, I do not understand either of the 
? tops from Massachusetts to dispute the exact and literal truth of 
its I felt called upon to make in reciting briefly the 
Governor King. 
We DAWES. I stated that I did. 
Mr. BLAINE. I thought that the Senator said that he did not 
* them nov y revived, 
Mr. DAWES. I stated that doubtless the Senator from Maine 


( garner and pick out or gather out from the history of the rela- 
tween Massachusetts and Maine isolated instances and iso- 
) extracts, such as he seemed to have so much more a taste for 
: that whieh so abounded in all their history of 
h-toned fellowship. 

Mr. BLAINE. Then I have merely to say, Mr. President, that 
every statement, every quotation, every fact, every incident in rela- 
on to Governor King which I stated is upon Massachusetts au- 
rity, and to have given anything like a sketch of Governor King’s 
without giving his conflict with Massachusetts touching the sep- 
uration of Maine and her erection into an independent State would 
have been like writing the life of Abraham Lincoln without mention- 
ing the great rebellion which as President of the United States he 

was so largely instrumental in suppressing. 

I do not know that I desire to have the least controversy upon a 
point of this kind, upon an occasion such as this; but I thought it 
came with rather ill grace from the Senator from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoar] to taunt me with trying to ingratiate myself with a certain 

assof Senators, when he has himself been the great apostle of modern 

onciliation, hankering for an embrace, representing the idea of a 
ertain political power elsewhere that every possible thing should be 

e to solicit favor in that direction. I have not myself been classed 
exactly in that line, and I do not think that I am the one who would 
step very far forward to create smiles on their faces. 

One other thing. The gentleman says that Massachusetts acted in 

instance that I have referred to under great provocation. Under 
what greater than Maine? What single interest of Massachusetts 
‘ felt oppression in the war of 1812 that Maine did not feel in as great 
i degree? They were precisely in the same situation and under the 
same circumstances. Maine did not make an unpatriotic record. If 
Massachusetts made it, it is not the fault of the historian or the 
sneaker who recalls it. 
Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator tell us when and where Massachu- 
setts as a State ever made an unpatriotic record either in the war of 


& generous and 






: isl2 or in the older war of the Revolution, or in any war which has 
3 followed it? There have been individuals in Massachusetts, so there 
; have been in Maine, who have not been patriots; but if Massachu- 
r setts ever made an unpatriotic record, the Senator from Maine when 
. he charges it should tell us when and where. 


Mr. BLAINE. Iwill tell you. Iwill tell you now and here. Mas- 
| sachusetts refused to pass and tabled a resolution thanking one of 
her own naval officers for a victory because it was gained in an un- 
just war. She refused to thank the admirable and gallant commander 
of the Hornet for capturing the British man-of-war the Peacock. 
Chat stands on your own legislative journals, if you want the record. 





5 Iean give you more and graver instances until the sun sets. And for 
j a Senator from Massachusetts to rise here and pretend that his State 
I (id not pristle all over with unpatriotic records going clear up to the 
r verge of treason, and, in the opinion of some patriots of that day 


ate pping one point beyond it, is a degree of bravery which it would 
have been well to show in the war and not reserved for this day. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the extent of the offense which the 
Senator from Maine can bring against Massachusetts in the war of 
Isl2 was that she lacked the disposition publicly to return thanks 

Mr. BLAINE. No, stop right there one moment. Massachusetts 
refused to let her soldiers march beyond the boundaries of her own 
‘tate and refused pointedly to the General Government to respond to 
‘call for her troops. It was volunteers from Maine that marched 
‘youd the boundaries of Massachusetts. [Applause.] The militia 
‘Hat were under the control of your governor refused to go and were 
‘ot permitted to go. There is another record for you! [Laughter 
ind applause, 

Mr. DAWES. 
‘uswered on his 

Now, 





Mr. President, when the Senator from 
first proposition,then he brings up another. 
ow, sir, the amount of this last charge is like that which he saw 
“ in commending the statue of his first governor to the esteem of 
Seng 
that 
Ms 


Maine 


is 


tor from Maine, if he knows the history of Massachusetts, knows 
her troops did go from the borders of the State ; he knows that 
issachusetts furnished, as my colleague has said, more men who 





———————————— 


ublic, to rake out of the embers of an expired partisanship. The | 


|} setts after she 


159 


distinguished themselves in the war than almost any other New E1 
land State. 


He knows that for what Massachusetts expended in that 
the last few years, the United States 
debtor, although that last sum had audited and declared due 
under a democratic administration more than forty years ago; and 
he knows that when it came to be paid by the United States to 
Massachusetts, within the time of his service and mine 
Massachusetts generously turned over a portion of it to the State of 
Maine. I allude to money to reimburse those expenses which Massa 
chusetts had incurred in the war of 1512 and which were never paid 
back to her by the United States till within the time he and I have 
served in Congress. And he knows, sir, that Maine is to-day enjoy- 
ing rich internal improvements that she could not have built but 
that Massachusetts gave over to her that which belonged to Massa 
chusetts for the expenses which she incurred in that very war of 
1812. Massachusetts was not of that war; Massachusetts 
was opposed to it. Her position then she is not ashamed of and she 
does not undertake to belie history. But, sir, with exceptions here 
and there, like every other State in this Union under like cire 
stances, she was true to the Union, and her gallant soldiers an 
ors laid down their lives in its defense. 

The Senator from Maine, riding over her railroads reaching from 
one end ef her State to the other, built by the money of Massachu 
setts, which the United States altogether too late paid to her, isthe last 
man to accuse Massachusetts of having done nothing in the war of 
1212. But, sir, it was not the war of IslZ that troubled the Senato 
from Maine in delivering his eulogy upon William King; that 
not it. There was another trouble, and it was a trouble which the 
Senator from Maine ought to have forgotten. It was the fecling be 
tween distinguished men in Maine and distinguished men in Massa 
chusetts growing out of the discussion for years of the question of 
separation that bred ill-nature and injustice and intemperate speech ; 
and it was the last thing that Massachusetts expected when the Sen- 
ators from Maine were to present the statue of her first governor, 
who, when he was a part of Massachusetts, was honored and esteemed 
quite as much by her people as by those of Maine—it was the last 
thing that Massachusetts expected on such an occasion as that the 
burden of the presentation on the part of the Senator from Maine 
[ Mr. BLAINE] should be the raking up of all that intemperate speech ; 
and quite as much will Massachusetts be surprised and will Maine be 
surprised that he attempts now to justify it by holding up the course 
of Massachusetts in the last war with Great Britain. William King 
did not speak very loudly when a member of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature, and a public man in Massachusetts—not nearly as loudly as the 
Senator from Maine does at this moment—in any voice he ever raised 
against the prevailing sentiment of Massachusetts during that war. 
William King was a noble man, an ardent lover of the colony of 
Maine, identified with the idea of her separation from Massachusetts 
and erection into an independent State, and there was quite enough 
in the noble character of that great statesman of Maine to have just- 
ified the Senator from Maine in presenting this statue on this occasion 
without any injustice to Massachusetts. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I do not want this discussion to 
drivel off into the ludicrous or the funny, but I am afraid it will go 
there if the Senator from Massachusetts [| Mr. DAWES] has an oppor- 
tunity to state some other facts. He says that Maine is indebted to 
the State of Massachusetts for a generous contribution of Massachu- 
setts’ share of the war expenses of 1812 in building our railroads. 
Now, the Senator from Massachusetts—I will give him time to re 
flect, if he wants to qualify that statement. 
Massachusetts staud toit? [Mr. Dawes nodded assent.] What is 
the history of that? He says that Massachusetts contributed a very 
large number of troops. Whether the exact muster-roll will bear 
me out,I do not know; but they always complained down in the dis- 
trict of Maine that in the articles of separation Massachusetts re- 
served two-thirds of the war claims, whereas the district of Maine 
furnished two-thirds of the troops. When it came final little 
dribble—little, I mean, in comparison with the whole sum, and little 
for two great States—of $628,000, that was due and that no man be- 
lieved would ever be collected from the General Government, certain 
gentlemen acting in the interest of a railroad in Maine (of as much 
value to Massachusetts as to Maine) went off to Massachusetts in 
advance of the bill being presented here and got Massachusetts to 
consent conditionally that if it could in any way be worried through 
or begged through Congress she would give up her share of it in aid 
of the European and North American railway ; and as soon as Maine 
took hold and did get it through, I will not assert that there was a 
motion introduced in the Massachusetts Legislature, but there was 
a good deal of agitation and talk in Massachusetts to see if they 
could not repeal the act and get back the $400,000. (Laughter. } 

That is the generous contribution which Massachusetts made. 
never was given. 
had 


has been her 


Deen 


in Congress, 


In favor 


um 
| sail 


was 


Does the Senator from 


to a 


It 
There never was one dollar given by Massachu- 
it. She signed away aclaim that she did not 
believe was good ; she signed away a claim that she did not believe 
she could get; she sigued away a claim not in answer to any prayer 
from Maine, but in answer to the directors and the agents of the 
European and North American Railway, and she said in effect, “ If 
you can get this claim, why in God’s name take it and do the best 
you can with it:” and we got it through, and I say now that there 
was an agitation in Massachusetts—I do not say that it came up in 
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the Legislature, but Iam not sure that it did not—to go back on that 


promise. As soon as they found we had got the money they looked | 
around very wisely and as much as said, “ If we had known that, we 


never would have passed that vote in the world; never!” [Laughter. ] 
Phat isthe great generosity that Massachusetts showed toward Maine! 

Then I believe the other great deed of liberality was that magnifi- 
cent bit of diplomacy in 1842, the only thing with which the name 
of Mr, Webster is associated up to that date that I should except to. 
Why, if there is anything notorious in history, if the Senator from 
Massachusetts knows anything at all about the affair of which he 
speaks, if either of the Senators know anything about the relations 
ot Massachusetts and Maine in that matter, they must know that 
Maine was regarded as the victim of the Ashburton treaty of 1842. 
We were compelled by a moral force that was totally irresistible, we 
were compelled for the paltry sam of $150,000 to give up an area of 
valuable territory nearly as large as the entire State of Massachu- 
setts. We could not resist it; and I say here and repeat it that if 
there be any salient fact in the Ashburton treaty of 1842 it is that 
this country did not want war with Great Britain. She could not 
aflord it. Great Britain was at that time, if she is not now, the most 
powerful nation on the globe. We were very far then from being as 
powerful as we are to-day; and I say to the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, as I say to the whole country, that if the Ashburton treaty 
were to be tried over again it could never go through the Senate of 
the United States; never. It could never be assented to by the State 
of Maine except under a compulsion which was moral at that time, 
and which would have to be physical if tried again. So that we owe 
to Massachusetts at that day a loss of our territory and a reduction 
of our prestige and power which nothing ever since has made up to us 
in any form except that most generous conditional gift of an almost 
hopeless claim which a Maine railroad might have if we could beg it 
through Congress! [Laughter.] 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the Senator from Maine saw fit to al- 


lude to me as a person prepared to do every possible thing, to use his | 


phrase, to bring about a reconciliation between two sections of this 


country that have heretofore been in conflict. The Senator does ine | 


great injustice. There are a great many things I never have proposed 


to do even for that most desirable consummation. I never have pro- 


posed anywhere to abandon or to forego the exercise of a single con- 
stitutional authority for the protection of any man’s rights under the 
Constitution of this country. It is true that after eight years of the 
aulministration of President Grant, during most of which one party 
had had a two-thirds majority in each branch of Congress, after the 


Ku Klux legislation intended to protect the homestead of the poor | 


had made its way through the House of Representatives against the 
plottings from the Speaker’s chair 

Mr. BLAINE. What date does the Senator refer to ? 

Mr. HOAR. I refer to the Ku Klux legislation of the year 1571, 
when the Senate held us against a dozen resolutions of adjournment, 
and tinally a message from President Grant compelled the passage of 
the Ku Klux legislation. 

Mr. BLAINE. I have no very distinct recollection except that the 
Senator from Massachusetts, then a Representative in the House, 
kept in very close and confidential intercourse with me in every step 
of the whole proceedings in regard to it, 1 remember. 

Mr. HOAR. Not in any step of that kind, and my votes and 
speeches show the position that I took. I have not thought it expe- 





dient when all the States but one or two had passed from the con- | 


trol of the republican party to continue mere empty and impotent 
menace in the interest of any personal ambition or candidacies for 
high oflice. 

Mr. President, there is another possible thing which I should not 
be ready to do to accomplish any political end, however desirable, 
and that is to have made such a speech, appealing to such sentiments 
and to such passions as the Senator from Maine took occasion to 
make upon this floor in presenting the statue of its honored citizen. 
He knew that the applause and the smiles and the acquiescence which 
he was to obtain from his attack on Massachusetts he was to get from 
men who dislike her, not in consequence of any want of patriotism 
in the war of 1512, but in consequence of her recent loyalty and serv- 
ice to the freedom of the human race on the one side and the honest 
and pure administration of this Government on the other. Now, sir, 
for the sake of bringing about any political consummation I should 
not feel prepared to do a thing like that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agree 
to the resolutions? 

Mr. BLAINE. Oneword simply. The senior Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] spoke of the great surprise he feltat my remarks. 
I took occasion yesterday to notify both Senators that in the presen- 
tation of Governor King’s statue to-day I should feel compelled to 
narrate those portions of his history which brought him in conflict 
with Massachusetts, and tospeak my mind plainly in regard thereto. 
I did not desire to take the gentlemen in the least by surprise, and I 
gave them full notice. 

Mr. DAWES. It is due to the Senator from Maine to say that he 
served notice of some allusion to Massachusetts on both her Senators; 
bat we did not dream that the Senator from Maine was capable on an 
occasion like this of falling into the line of remark which he did pur- 
sue. We sought the record of Massachusetts most diligently to find 
what there was possible in the treatment of Maine or of the distin- 





| rr, 
guished person in question to justify any allusion to Mass; 
otherwise than in the feeling which Massachusetts ever alludes tok 

daughter, and therefore it was that I expressed most sincere guy 4 
at the tone and temper and character of the address delivered — 
notwithstanding the Senator had told me that he should make on 
allusion to Massachusetts. = 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senate agree to the 
tions? 

The resolutions were agreed to unanimously. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I think we had better go into exec 
session so 2s to get through with the business we had up yesterdy 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion of the Senator from Califc, 
nia is not debatable and has the preference. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I hope the Senate will not adjourn. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is to adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
|} Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the Senate proceed to tl 
| sideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the cop. 
sideration of executive business. After fifty-twe minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at four o'clock and 
thirty-five minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 22, 1878. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m., and was called to order by 


Mr. CLYMER as Speaker pro tempore, who caused the following letter 
from the Speaker to be read: 


HOusE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Washington, D. C., January 2, 1=7s 
DEAR Sir: Owing to unavoidable absence, I request that you call the Lo 

order and preside to-day. 
SAMUEL J. RANDALI 

Hon. Hester CLYMER, 

House of Representatives. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the absence of objection, tl: 
quest of the Speaker will be complied with. 
| Prayer was then offered by the Chaplain, Rev. W. P. Hannison 
| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

INVESTIGATION OF PECUNIARY DEPRESSION. 

Mr. TURNER. I ask unanimous consent to present (ot for pres 
ent consideration) a resolution for the appointment of a special 
| mittee to inquire into and report upon the causes of the present cru 
pecuniary depression and what constitutional measures Consistent wit 
public faith can be taken to give relief to the people aud to restore 
prosperity, and for other purposes. I ask that the resolution be spread 
upon the record and lie over for future consideration. 

Several Members. Let the resolution be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas a crvel pecuniary pressure afflicts the country—ruin, bankrupt 
distress pervade the land, and threaten to become almost universal - 
thing is done to revive our languishing industries, unlock the paralysis 
times, furnish employment to honest labor, and, by economy and retr 
| relieve the people from the burdens of excessive taxation ; and 

Whereas the national faith and credit can only be preserved by a restoration ot 
the prosperity of the great masses of the people, and a policy which impovers 
the masses for the benefit of a few must of necessity sooner or later end in 
ation at the ballot-box or in revolution, and the true method of preser 
national faith and preventing repudiation will be found in a wise system of legis 
lation directed to the development of the material resources of the country to 
| nishing employment to the starving millions and widening the base ot t 









AXALIOL 
and swelling the aggregate wealth of the country to an extent that will cnabiet 
people to pay the national debt and maintain the nation’s honor without imposing 


upon them insufferable burdens of taxation ; and 
Whereas it is suggested and believed that labor can be furnished with employ 
ment, prosperity restored, the public peace and faith preserved, and the pub 
credit strengthened by a liberal issue of demand Treasury notes called greeubacks 
receivable for all dues to State, local, and Federal governments and in discha f 
| all publicand private contracts, except interest on Federal bonds, ani tle dis 
ment of the same in the completion of necessary public buildings and improv: 
already undertaken or indispensably needed, and in the development and i 
ment of our rivers and their tributaries, and our harbors, and there) 
| competition and reduce the cost of internal transportation, so that we cans! 
| of our surplus products to every portion of the world where they are needer 
Whereas it is the highest duty and should be the patriotic pleasure of (4 
resentatives of the people to initiate such measures consistent wilh tie Col 
tion and public honor as will restore prosperity and avert individual and navoual 
bankruptcy; and a 
Whereas it is alleged that the present pecuniary distress and ruin has been 
brought upon the country by a system of unwise and unjust class legislation, )) 4 
system of taxation which subjects consumers to heavy burdens without rep/nis® 
ing the Federal Treasury, and which oppresses one section for the benetit of an 
other, exempts one class of the community and doubles the burdens of others 
and a 
W hereas it is suggested that our monopolistic system of patents drains rom -- 
people every day several hundred thousand dollars over and above a fair compel: 
sation to the patentees for their time and talents expended upon inventions ™ 
signed for the benefit of mankind; and ; Poe 
Whereas it is believed that the vast patronage of the Chief Executive a = 
United States is dangerous to the liberties of the people, corrupting 10 1 —_ 
ences, has been and can be used in the perpetuation of party power at the« ye 
| of the public welfare, and has been unnecessarily extended for the purpos of ma 
| taining political ascendency; and 























CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 461 


whereas it is suggested that much of the extravagance of the Government and Mr. HALE. All the questions relating to the subject-matter will 
jane of taxation arise from the factthat the machinery of the Federal Gov- come up of course in any tariff whicl oe aren aaa if 

vas become so vast and extended and its accounts of receipts and disburse- : | ‘ on, oe lich may be reported, 

+» awollen to such magnitude as fo defy investigation, and the heads of | UP NOW it will undoubtedly lead to debate. 

“various Departments have thereby become practically irresponsible to the peo- Mr. TUCKER. If the 
a eirt presentatives : Therefore 

 oetved. Lhata committee consisting of eleven members of the House of Rep 
ita s be appointed by the Speaker, the duty of which shall be to examine 





it comes 


gentleman will permit me to explain the 
resolution he will see that it will not. 


Mr. HALE. Is thisa unanimous 


















ae. ; report from the Committee of 
: report upon what constitutional measures, consistent with the public ; W ays and Means : 
te » adopted te relieve the distressing pecuniary perenne which is pore ; Mr. TUCKER. It is unanimous with one exception, and that gen- 
energies of the country; to lighten the burdens of taxation ; to furnish lemal as ne yjection tk ts consideration anc aeagve after » 
t to id e labor; to develop the material resources of the country by a | . ee nam he 1 : onjes ae a ] consideration and passage after the 
}) will not involve additional taxation and thereby increase the base of explanation lam going to make. 
erty, and enable the people to discharge the Federal debt and preserve | Mr. HALE. I know enough abou: the Committee of Wavs and 
| faith without subjecting them to insufferable burdens, and thereby Means to know that a single member can make a great deal of fuss 
mnger, pee -— ee Pg ee ng or its Seen | about any one matter. ; 
hat said committee shall have power to inquire into and report upon THORER . ‘ 
, ooking to a general system of retrenchment and reform, to he ve. Mr. TUCKER. I will say this isnot such a case, and that member 
of unnecessary Officials, in any department of the Government, and tothe | W ill not make any fuss. 
» of the prosperity of the country. Mr. HALE. May be it is the gentleman himself? [Laughter.] 
Said committee is authorized to inquire into the propriety of curtailing, Mr. TUCKER. No, I am not opposed to the resolution. © 

constitutional amendment and law, the vast, corrupting, and dangerous patron- Mr. HALE F I hink it al aa 1 be referred ha C es , 

» of the exeeutive department, which is calculated to induce many to prefer Mr. HALE. think 1f should be referred to the Committee of the 
*ha success of that party which will reward them with place to the success of the Whole. There the gentleman will have ample opportunity to ex- 
principles and measures which will promote the public good, and which is fast | plain. 
tsecolving all connections between private convictions and political conduct. | Mr. TUCKER. I desire to have the resolution considered now 
~ Fourth. That said committee shall inquire into and report upon the propriety T) = SPE AKER s : Ybiecti hej ._ 7 

nd constitutional power of Congress +o control the charges for the use of patents | + ¥C* JAKE pro tempore. Objec tion being made, the resolution 
hi re granted and upon the propriety of a general law retaining the power | Will be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
+» reculate and control the charges —— = of roe hereafter granted. | Union. 
fh. Said committeeis authorized and directed to inquire into the propriety of 7 . ie niaiiaiall ae ‘ ’ 
Fi Oe oe ter aioe aan ieee a eabine en Mr. HALE, I do not obje ct to the gentleman’s making an expla- 
ceping the accounts of the Federal Government, by which its vast machinery nation of t he joint resolution. ; ; 
and accounts can be brought within the limits of human energy and subjected to Mr. TUCKER. If the gentleman will allow me to explain a single 


that strict investigation and accountability which are the best and only etlicient | moment I think I will satisfy him. 
~uarantees of purity and economy, and from which they now have a practical im- Mr. HALE. Reserving my objection, of course ? 
t\ a... Seek re 5s on : ae - 
‘th Said committee shall have power to hear evidence touching the best The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Virginia asks 


ods of accomplishing the purposes and objects committed to them, and are unanimous consent to make an explanation, and, there being no ob 
ized to employ a cierk, at the usual rate of compensation allowed to clerks 


: f this H te he paid out of th ‘i ry onary ; jection, the gentleman will proceed. 

ther committees 0 iis House, to be paid out o 16 contingent func rereof. ~PTTORre r oa . hc . , ate . ee E 
Seventh. Said committee shall have power to report by bill, omnibus bill, con- Mr. FUCKER. l ndet the law as it now exists the parties who 
stitutional amendment, or otherwise, in their discretion ; and when they report, | Put their distilled spirits in these bonded warehouses entered into 


parts of their report and of bills originated by it as relate to matters within | bonds that they would pay the tax upon them at the time of with 
irisdiction of the standing committees of this House shall be referred to such | drawal, which is a year under the present law. During the present 
nittees for consideration. < £g 


agitation of the question of the tax upon whisky the result would 
be that a large number of these distillers would be compelled from 
month to month during the period of this agitation to withdraw large 
amounts of distilled spirits from bond and pay the tax of ninety 
WITHDRAWAL OF DISTILLED SPIRITS. cents upon them. The question that is now presented by this joint 
Mr. TUCKER. Iam directed by the Committee of Ways and Means | 'eSolution is to extend the period that they may hold spirits in bond 
o report back joint resolution (H. R. No. 90) extending the time for and not pay the tax upon them until the 30th of June, Is72, which 
he withdrawal of distilled spirits now in bond till July 1, 1878, with | Wil tide over the period of the agitation of this question ; after which 
in amendment, and to ask for its consideration at this time. time, of course, the Committee of Ways and Means will have reported 

Phe joint resolution, which was read, provides that the time within and Congress will have decided whether it will reduce the tax or not. 
which distilled spirits in distillery warehouses are required to be In the mean time the distillers who are manufacturing whisky now 
vithdrawn therefrom pursuant to the conditions of any warehousing will have the capital in hand to go on with their business. 

















Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I object. 
rhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The resolution is not before the House, 
objection being made. 








bond taken within one year prior to the passage of this resolution, | _M® ,FOWNSEND, of New York. And how will the Government 
upon the entry of such spirits into such warehouse, under the pro- | 5°90?) , 
visions of section 3293 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, Mr. TUCKER. The Government will go on, of course. I appre- 


shall, on written request being made, as herein specified, be extended | hend there will be no difficulty about that, unless my friend from 
until and ineluding June 30, 1878; provided that in each case of such New Yor wishes to obstruct it. No oue of the Committee of Ways 
extension there shall be indorsed upon or appended to the ware- | 224 Means has any desire to do so. Iwill state further for the sat- 
housing bond a written request for such extension, duly executed | iSfaction of the House, that this measure is not proposed at all in 
by the principal and sureties of the bond and acknowledged by each | Ter to decide beforehand whether the tax shall be reduced or not. 
of them before a collector or deputy collector of internal revenue, or | It is not regarded by the Committce of Ways and Means as at all 
some oflicer authorized to take the acknowledgment of deeds; and | S¢ttlivg or forecasting the action of that committee or the action of 
- , ¢ 5 ad Be ’ nea » natten ro ti j i r for 5 > 
provided further that the sureties on the said bond are, at the | Congress upon the question of reduction. It is simply for the pro- 
time of such request, satisfactory to the collector of the district, and, | tection of honest men engaged in this business to save them from 
if not satisfactory, that an additional warehousing bond, with sure- the payment of the ninety cents tax until it is decided whether it 


ties satisfactory to the collector, shall be given. will be a ninety-cent tax or less. , 
The amendment of the committee is as follows: Mr. CUMMINGS. I rise to a question of order. Is this discussion 
: ee = : _ @ 
_ After the word “extension,” in line 14, insert the following words: ‘‘ and ac- in order en a Siri : . 
knowledging their liability under the terms of said bond for the period for which The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is proceeding by unanimous con- 
said extension is granted as if the same were inserted in the body of said bond to 


B sent. The Chair asked if there was objection to the gentleman from 
so it will read: “Provided, That in each case of such extension there shall be | Virginia being permitted to make an explanation, and consent was 
indorsed upon or appended to the warehousing bond a written request for such riven 

extension, and acknowledging their liability under the terms of said bond for the | 5 ’ 


period for which said extension is granted as if the same were inserted in the body Mr. TUCKER. I wil! say further, before any action was taken by 


of said bond to be duly executed by the principal and sureties of the bond, and ac- | the Committee of Ways and Meaus upon this question I went to the 
knowl dged ——_ ot them before a collector or deputy collector of internal rev- | Commissioner of Internal Revenue and suggested the matter to him, 
— a i er authorised to take the acknowledgment of deeds. and he proposed that he himself would draw the resolution which 
Mr. CUMMINGS. I object. would cover the difficulty, and he expressed himself in favor of the 


Mr. TUCKER. I hope objection will be withdrawn. There is 
very great necessity for the passage of this resolution at this time 
and | hope the gentleman will withdraw his objection at least until 
lexplain the purpose of the joint resolution. 


passage of this resolution, which was drawn by him and was sub- 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means; and the only amend- 
ment that has been made to the joint resolution, as prepared by the 


Commissioner of Internal Revenue, was one which was suggested to 
il Mr. HAZELTON. What is the necessity now ? the committee by myself, which was for the protection of the Gov- 
he SPEAKER pro tempore. Is objection withdrawn ? ernment in reference to the bonds entered into by the distillers. 
: Mr. HALE. This is an important matter, and I think it should be Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to say a word, if the gentleman from 
b referred to the Committee of the Whole for consideration. Virginia will allow me. 
n Mr. TUCKER. It has been before the Committee of Ways and Mr. TUCKER. I yield to my colleague on the committee. 
; Means, and is now reported by direction of that committee. Mr. BURCHARD. I believe there was no dissent in the committee 
e Mr. HALE. The subject-matter will come up finally in any report | from granting the relief proposed in this resolution. The objection 
0 on the tariff. ; that was made was tbat it did not give the relief tothe whole trade 
e Mr. TUCKER. No, the gentleman is mistaken. We have consid- | which it ought to receive. In the judgment of some members of the 
- ered that matter in the Committee of Ways and Means, and it will not | committee—and as reference has been made to this I presume there 
u come up. can be no objection to my saying so—in the judgment of some mem- 
" Mr. HALE. The question of duty or tax may come up. bers of the committee the whole question ought to be settled at as 


Mr. TUCKER. This has nothing to do with it. 


early a day as possible. Tbe committee ought to decide as soon as 
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possible this whole question of reduction. But a majority of the com- 
j tee fe if Ima so, that the question could not be settled 


immediately the committee, not yet being ina position to settle 


t question of so much gravity, agreed that this relief should be re- 
p rted; and I think if the question cannot be decided just now there 
ca be noob t on to granting this relief. It relieves those distillers 
vl ‘ t habit of carrying their whiskies a long time in bond, 
mid whose business require them to do so. and who now can carry 
them and do carry them a year without paying the tax. The period 
‘ re, and for some of them it has now expired; for others it 

| expire in lebruary, March, April, and successive months. It was 
deemed proper by the committee to relieve those parties by reporting 
this resolution, which will allow them to hold their whiskies lenger 
in bone So far as high wines are concerned, distilled spirits not man- 
ctured tor table use, which are usually withdrawn shortly after, 

{ not immediately after production, it affords no relief, This agita- 
tion will continue under the present state of the law to injure the 
distillers The members of the committee, I think I may say, feel 


that that question ought to be settled by the House at a very early 


Mr. TUCKER. Iam very much obliged to my friend from Illinois 











who has a right to speak of any objections made to the resolution in 
the con thee I will say further to the House that, in my judg 
‘ far from this resolution being injurious to the revenue, it 
advantageous to the revenue, because unless it is passed dis- 

till | be compelled to pay their tax on distilled whisky that 
1 ithdrawn from tu to time and from month to month 
l ‘ d, l Lbe unable, in « onseq uen of paying so 
h to use their capital in distilling new whisky. Distille- 
i I erefore thrown out of operation by reason of the agitation 
his question, If this joint resolution is passed then the distillers 
have to use their capital for the purpose of paying the tax 


due the Government, and will be able to use it in distilling more 


l , Which will increase the future revenues of the Government. 

Mr. HALE I have heard enough to confirm me in my opinion 
that this isso important a matter that it should be discussed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. I therefore insist upon my objection. 

Phe SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection being made to its present 


consideration, the joint resolution will be referred to the Committee 
f the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. TUCKER. I move that the House now go into Committee of 
the Whole for the purpose of considering this joint resolution. 
Mr. HALE. You cannot do that until after the morning hour. 
Mr. TUCKER. Then I give notice that after the expiration of the 
morning hour I will move to go into Committee of the Whole. 


FORTIFICATION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HALE. I rise to make a privileged report from the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. Ireport what is known as the regular annual 
fortification appropriation bill, and move that it be printed and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
I give notice that on Thursday next I will move to proceed to its 
consideration 

The bill (H. R. No. 2686) making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense and for the armament thereof for the 
liscal year ending June 30, 1879, and for other purposes, was received, 
read a first and second time, ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Simply to establish a good and careful habit, I 
will reserve all points of order on this bill. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. All points of order will be reserved. 
QUARTERMASTER AND COMMISSARY CLAIMS, 


Mr. RIDDLE. I ask unanimous consent to submit for considera- 
tion at this time the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Che Clerk read as follows : 

Resolve Phat the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, requested to 
transmit to the Speaker of the House of Representatives a report of all the claims 
allowed by the Quartermaster-General and Commissary-General under the act of 
Congress approved July 4, 1864, and not heretofore reported, in accordance with 
the second section of the act of Congress approved June 16, 1874 


Mr. EDEN. Let the resolution be referred. The law provides that 


this information shall be sent to Congress at the beginning of each | 


session 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There being objection, the resolution 
is not before the House. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I ask that it be referred to the Committee of 
Claims 
Mr. EDEN I have no objection to that. 
rhere being no objection, the resolution was received and referred 


to the Committee of Claims. 


DELEGATE FROM INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. THROCKMORTON from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- | 


ported, as asubstitute for House bill No. 979, a bill (H. R. No. 2687) to 
authorize the election of a Delegate to Congress from the Indian Ter- 
ritory, and moved that the subatitute be printed and recommitted to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
The motion was agreed to. 
PAY OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 
Mr. WADDELL, I ask consent to report a bill from the Committee 


Mr. FOSTER. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
the morning hour wil 
During this morning 
the call rests 


~ 


J. Almy, United } 
Kamehameha 


Hawaiian Islands as 


. W 


La third tin 


» Ce 
Mr. OLIVER. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I would like mn 

this joint resolution to explain what kind of an order t] 

we may be able to vote intelligently on this joint resolu 
The guestion was taken upon ordering the yeas 

upon a division there were—ayes 33, noes 107, 
So (one-fifth voting in the atlirmative) the yeus and 1 





Chittenden 


Clark, Rush 


Cox, Samuel 8. 


Cummings, 


Baker, John H 


‘aldwell, John W. 








rk of Missouri, 
ce of Kentucky, 





RECORD—HOUSE. 


I objec I 


ORDER 


on the Post-Office and Post-Roads in regard to the pay of 
carriers, together with some amendments, and I ask that it 
considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole on 14 es 


BUSINESS. 


I call for the regular order. 


REAR-ADMIRAL 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, from 
reported back, with afavorable re¢ 
(H. R. No. 49 


“~ 


t 
} 
il 


1 he regular order b "lI 
i now begin at four minutes before 
x hour reports of a public nature ar 
with the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


JOUN J. ALMY. 


the Committee 
ommendation, the jo 
wuthorizing Rear-Admiral John J. Alm 
Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of the Hawa 
The joint resolution, which was read, authorizes Rear-A 
ates Navy, to accept a decoration of 
ich has been tendered him by t 
an evidence of his appreciation of that « 
Phe question was uponordering the jointresolution to] 
; and being taken, upon a division t 


Before the result of the vote was announced, 
illed for the yeas and nays. 
Is there a report accompanying this joint 1 
There is not. 
to have the gent 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 147, n 
voting 44; as follow 


YEAS—147 


Davis, Horace 
Deering 
Denison 
Dunnell 
Dwight, 
Eames, 
Eickhoff, 
Errett, 





Evans, 1. Newton 
Evans, James L. 


Evins, John H 
Field 
Fort 
Foster 
Franklin, 
Freeman, 
Gardner 
Gartield, 
Glover, 
Goode 
Hanna, 
Harmer, 


Harris, Benj. W. 


Hart 
Hartridge 
Haskell, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton 
Hendee, 
Herbert 
Hooker 
Hubbell 
Hunter, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
James, 
Jones, Frank 


Joyce 


Keifer 
Keightley 
Ketcham, 
Kimmel, 
Landers 
Lapham 
Lathrop 

Loring 

Luttrell, 
Manning, 
McCook, 
McGowan 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 

Morse, 
Muldrow 
Muller, 

Neal, 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
Overton, 

Page, 
Paiterson, G. W 
Peddie, 
Pollard, 

Potter, 

Powers, 

Price, 

Rainey, 

Reed, 

Rice, William W. 
Riddle, 
Robinson, George 
Robinson, Milton 8. 


NAYS—101. 


Davis, Joseph J. 


Dibrell, 
Dickey, 
Durham 
Eden, 
Elam, 
Ellis, 
Ewing, 
Felton 
Finley 
Forney 
Fulier, 
Garth, 
Giddings, 
Gunter, 
Hamilton, 
Hardenbergh, 


Harris, Henry R 
Harris, John T. 


Iiarrison, 
Hartzell, 

Hatcher, 

Henry, 


Hewitt, Abram S 


Hewitt, G. W. 
House, 


Jones, James T. 
Kenna, 
Killinger, 
Knapp, 

Knott, 

Leonard, 

Ligon, 
Lockwood, 
Lynde, 

Mackey 

Marsh, 

Martin, 
Mayham, 

McK nzie 

Mc Mahon, 
Mills, 

Money, 

Morgan, 
Patterson, T. M. 
Phillips, 
Pridemore, 
Randolph, 

Re a, 

Reagan, E 
Rice, Americus V. 
Robbins, 
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White, Harry 
White, Michael 


Williams, Richard 
Willis, Benjamin 4 


Willis, Albert 5. 
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NOT VOTING—41. 


Ellsworth Jorgensen Reilly, 
Frye, Kelley, Roberts, 
. Gause, Lindsey, Robertson, 
1 Gibson, Maish, Sayler, 
ees Hale Morrison Stecle, 
Henderson O'Neill, Veeder, 
: Henkle, Pacheco, Walker, 
; Hiscock, Phelps, Williams, Andrew 
; Iiunton, Pound, Williams, C. G. 
Ittner, Puch, Wood, 
Jones, John S. Quinn, Wren 
<» the joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
During the roll-eall the following announcements were made : 


ir. DAVIS, of North Carolina. My colleague, Mr. STEELE, is de- 
| home by sickness. 


i RITTENDEN. My colleague, Mr. BLAND, is detained at home 


il 


od 


by sickness. 
ir. tl MPHREY. My colleague, Mr. PounD, is detained from the 
House on account of sickness in his family. 

rhe result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The joint resolution was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the joint resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to 
ret susider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EXPEDITION TO THE ARCTIC SEAS. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also, from the Committee on Naval 


_ 


ee 

AG: 

sider the joint resolution at that time the gentleman from Maine ob- 

jected and moved that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. TUCKER. But that motion was not put to the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Maine will state 

what was his motion. 
Mr. HALE. That the bill be referred to the Committee of the 





} Whole, and I suppose it is so j urnalized. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read Rule 151. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


It shall be the duty of the Committee of Way 


F s and Means to take into considera- 
tion all reports of the Treasury Department, a 


d such other propositions relative 





| to raising revenue and providing ways and means for the support of the Govern- 


Affairs, presented a report in writing, to accompany the bill (H. R. | 


No. 447) to authorize and equip an expedition to the arctic seas; 
which was ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 
CAPTORS OF THE RAM ALBEMARLE. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, also, from the same committee, presented 
, report in writing, to accompany the bill (H. R. No. 1572) for the 
relief of the captors of the ram Albemarle; which was ordered to 
be printed, and recommitted. 

MRS. ELIZABETH GOLDSBOROUGH. 

Mr. HANNA, from the same committee, reported back adversely 
the petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Goldsborough, widow of Rear-Admiral 
Goldsborough, praying a pension of $100 per month; which was laid 
on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

HOWARD D. POTTS. 


ment as shall be presented or shal] come in question and be referred to them ‘y 
the House, and to report their opinion thereon by bill or otherwise, as to them 
shall seem expedient ; and said committee shall have leave to report for commit- 
ment at apy time. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The geutleman from Virginia will see 
that this rule only permits the Committee of Ways and Means to re- 
port at any time for commitment, and the question being raised 
whether this was a bill which should have its first consideration in 
the Committee of the Whole or not, and objection being made to its 
consideration, it was referred, as has been already stated, to the Com 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. TUCKER. I supposed when I offered the joint resolution 
from the Committee of Ways and Means it was competent for me to 
move that it be committed, and | did not understand it was the priv- 
ilege of the gentleman from Maine to move the reference of a bill 
which I introduced. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Virginia desired 
to have the joint resolution considered at that time and objection 
was made, and besides he must recollect that absolutely under the rule 
objection being made the joint resolution must go for its first con 
sideration to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I desire to make a point of order. 1 take it 
the rule just reported at the Clerk’s desk simply provides that the 
Committee of Ways and Means shall be only privileged to report at 
any time for the purpose of commitment; but when the Committee 


| of Ways and Means is called in its regular order, as it is now called 


by the Speaker, it certainly has a right to report for other purposes 
than commitment. That rule, Mr. Speaker, does not apply to this 
case at all,in my judgment. That rule shows the Committee of 
Ways and Means, coming within the scope of the duty imposed upon 


| it by the rules, has the right to report to the House at any time for 


the bill (LL. R. No. 1311) for the relief of Howard D. Potts, assistant | 





ngineer in the United States Navy ; which was laid on the table, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
SPENCER F. BAIRD. 

Mr. MONROE, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1989) to 
authorize Spencer F. Baird, assistant secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution, to receive from the King of Sweden a diploma and medal, 
constituting him a member of the Nor'vegian Order of Saint Olaf, the 
same being a literary and scientitic organization. 


a : | ¢ itment; | thi 3 D reclude » Committee of Ways 
Mr. DANFORD, from the same committee, reported back adversely | ecmmssment ; bes thet docs not pecelnde the Commities « ys 


and Means, when called in its regular order, from making report for 
action. The Committee of Ways and Means is now called, and has 
the right to make a report, not for commitment, but action of the 


| House, and 1 submit to the recollection of the Speaker himself 


The bill was read. It authorizes and empowers Spencer F. Baird, | 


assistant secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, to receiveadiploma 


and medal, constituting him a member of the Norwegian Order of | 


Saint Olaf, tendered him by the King of Sweden as a testimonial of 
distinguished scientitic service. 

Mr. MONROE. It has not generally been the policy of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs to encourage the receiving of decorations 


aud medals by officers of the United States. But the committee, as | 


Iunderstand, were unanimously in favor of this bill, because in their 


opinion Professor Baird is not an officer of the United States in any | 


such sense that there can be any serious objection to permitting him 


to accept a diploma as member of a literary organization of Sweden | 


and Norway. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 
accordingly read the third time. 

The bill was then passed, there being ayes 112, noes not counted. 

Mr. MONROE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
a ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
SPIRITS IN BOND. 

The call of committees proceeded until the Committee of Ways and 
Means was called. P 

Mr. TUCKER, Mr. Speaker, I did not understand until a few mo- 
ments ago that the joint resolution which I bad the honor to report 
trom the Committee of Ways and Means was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. There was objection tosuch reference, and I supposed 
that the measure would come up for action when the Committee of 
Ways and Meansshould be called. It is not a resolution appropriating 
money from the Treasury ; it is only a measure which applies to the 
liability of certain persons who have spirits in bond. 

Mr. BURCHARD. But does it not change the tax? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state his recollection 
of the facts. To the request of the gentleman from Virginia to con- 








whether, as he remembers it, any motion ever was put to the House 
to send that joint resolution to the Committee of the Whole. It cer- 
tainly was not. 

Mr. HALE. The course of proceeding was plain and clear. On 
my suggestion that, under the rule, it should have its first considera- 
tion in the Committee of the Whole,the matter was sent there. It 
is certainly not before the House at the present time. Whatever 
may have been or might have been the question, had the Committee 
of Ways and Means waited and reported when called, that does not 
arise now. I believe even then, as it is a questien affecting taxation, 
connected with the subject of taxation—in reference to a certain 
matter embraced in the tax-bill—so that, even if reported now under 
the call of that committee, the point of order would send it to the 
Committee of the Whole. But that does not arise, because the joint 
resolution was already before the Committee of the Whole. It can- 
not report it, and I presume has no desire to report it again, and, 
moreover, I do not believe the gentleman from Virginia would seck, 
upon a bill of this importance, when he can go into committee and 
have full and free discussion during the day, undoubtedly, I do not 
believe he would seek to force such a measure, without such discuss 
ion as it should and will receive in the Committee of the Whole. The 
gentleman’s views can be fully heard there. The views of the com- 
mittee will be heard, and if the bill isa good one, and no good ob- 
jection made to it, it can easily be passed. If it needs perfecting, it 
can be there perfected; but certainly, having gone there, even it he 
has the power—which I do not believe he has—he should not have 
it called back here and hurried through. 

Mr. TUCKER. I think it due to myself, Mr. Speaker, to say, after 
what the gentleman from Maine has said, that I have no purpose to 
hurry any bill through the House without due consideration. I am 


| opposed to all such legislation. I do desire to say, however, when I 


reported the joint resolution from the Committee of Ways and Means 
there was objection to its consideration at that time, and I dit not 
understand it to be the province of the gentleman from Maine to 
move its reference to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman will bear in mind that I did not make 
objection to its consideration, but that objection was made by the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CUMMINGS] on my right. My objection 
was entirely on another ground. I did not raise the question of con- 


| sideration. 


Mr. TUCKER. I consider that it was my right to report for com- 
mitment. 
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Mr. HALE. But if any one else besides the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had suggested that the resolution should be committed it must 
have taken the same course as if the gentleman reporting it had him- 
self made that motion 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to make a suggestion as to the point 
of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] has 
been recognized on the point of order. 

Mr. REAGAN. When I rose a few moments ago I only wished to 
say what has been said by the gentleman from Maine, { Mr. HaLr, } 
and Ido not know that it is necessary to repeat it. If there had 
been no previous action on the resolution the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia might now report it under this call, but the resolution having 
been reported and having gone to the Committee of the Whole it is 
not competent at this stage in the morning hour to take it out of the 
Committee of the Whole. The rule relating to the morning hour is 
now operating, and the morning hour could not be used to take the 
bill out of Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to say to the gentleman from Virginia 
that,concurring in the view taken by the gentleman from Texas, eveu 
if the gentleman from Virginia has the right now to report the bill, 
I think it would be subject to the point of order under Rules 110 and 
111, which both require all bills relating to taxes or charges upon 
the people or that relate to the continuance of taxes to have their 
first discussion in Committee of the Whole. Even, therefore, if the 
gentleman from Virginia could report the joint resolution now, it 
would be subject to the point of order and nothing would be gained. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will state the position of 
the question. The gentleman from Virginia, under his right, re- 
ported the joint resolution from the Committee of Ways and Means 
and asked unanimous consent for its present consideration. That not 
having been granted, it went under the rule to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. That being so, it would appear 
to the Chair that it is impossible now, the resolution having gone to 
the Committee of the Whole for the gentleman from Virginia to 
bring it before the House as a report from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. But there is a course which the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia can pursue at the expiration of the morning hour that will 
answer his purpose. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. If I may be permitted I desire to say that the 
gentleman from Virginia differs from the Chair in this: he says he 
never did make that report as a member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, under his right as given by the rule. He never made 


that report for commitment; but he came here asking unanimous | 


consent of the House to report the joint resolution for action. That 
was objected to, and the resolution by reason of that objection was 
never in possession of the House. It is assumed that the House sent 
it to the Committee of the Whole, but I make the point that it conld 


The previous question was seconded and the main question ord: 
and under the operation thereof the resolution was adopted, 

Mr. EWING moved to reconsider the vote by which the yess) 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider |e 
on the table. — 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSLNESS. 


Mr. SPRINGER. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The morning hour has expired, 

Mr. TUCKER and Mr. REAGAN rose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Virginia. py 
TUCKER. } — 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to call up the bill H. R. No. 2475, maa, 
special order for to-day after the morning hour. 

Mr. TUCKER. I believe I am recognized by the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Virginia : 
recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. TUCKER. I move to reconsider the vote by which 1 
resolution which I had the honor to report this morning fro, ; 
Committee of Ways and Means was committed to the Committe; 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion to reconsider wil] 
tered. 

Mr. TUCKER. I desire to call up that motion for action now 

Mr. REAGAN. IL rise to a question of order. By the action of 
Hlouse the bill H. R. No. 2473 was assigned for a hearing this 
ing 

Mr. SAYLER. I sympathize entirely with my friend from 1 
[Mr. REAGAN, ] and I am entirely in favor of his bill, but the mor 
to reconsider is a motion of higher privilege than that of the vent 


he jo 


| man from Texas; and the gentleman from Virginia not having yield 


not be sent to the Committee of the Whole when the House never | 


had possession of it. 
Mr. HALE. What does the Journal show? 


| 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. That the joint resolution has been | 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. And it is there. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. And the gentleman from Virginia 
moved to go into Committee of the Whole. Reports are still in order 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

There were no further reports from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


Mr. EWING. Iam instructed by the Committee on Banking and 
Currency to report the resolution which I send to the desk authoriz- 
ing the Committee on Banking and Currency to obtain and report 
certain information 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Banking and Currency be instructed to ascer- 
tain and report for the information of the House, as soon as practicable, the 
amount of gold and silver coin and bullion now held and owned by the United 
States; the amount of coin obligations of the Government now due, or which 
will fall due prior to the Ist of January, 1379, or which have been called for pay- 
ment prior to said date; the amount of bonds which have been sold by the Sec 
retary of the Treasury for coin, but which are not yet paid for, and the date o1 
dates when such coin is payable; the probable amounts of gold and silver now 
held in the United States and the movement of coin and bullion to and from this 


country now occurring or which may be reasonably anticipated in the present con 
dition of our foreign debt expenditures and trade; the amount of loans and depos 
its of banking institutions in the United States, and the amount of bullion, coin, 
bank-notes, or legal-tenders now or recently held by them, so far as such informa 
tion may be readily ascertained from official reports or otherwise ; and such other 
facts as in its judgment will tend to inform the House when and by what method 
it will probably be practicable and consistent with the pablic welfare to resume 
specio payments or cstablish equality of value between paper and coin. 

For the purposes of such inquiry said committee shat] have power to send for 
persons and papers; to administer oaths; to take testimony and employ such 
clerks and other persons asin its judgment may be necessary, and the expenses 
incurred by the commitiee shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the House 
ou vouchers approved by the committee. 


Mr. EWING. As the Committee on Banking and Currency were 
unanimous in recommending the adoption of this resolution, and as 
it very clearly explains the limits and purposes of the examination 
proposed, I demand the previous question on the adoption of the res- 
olution. 


| 


the floor is entitled to insist on his motion. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to make a point of order that the righ 
enter a motion is one thing, and the right to have it acted upo 
something entirely different. 

Mr. TUCKER. I have not yielded the floor. I call up my mot 
to reconsider the vote by which the joint resolution was comu 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. There is a special order in the House for to-da 
made under a suspension of the rules. The genvleman from Virgi 
(Mr. TUCKER] desires the House to proceed to the consideration of a 
subject which is now in Committee of the Whole. The House lias 
the right even on aspecial order to determine the question of cou 
eration. 

Mr. REAGAN. The House has suspended the rules and wade this 
bill a special order for to-day. 

Mr. TUCKER. I raise the question of consideration on the specia 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The rules of the House provide that the Commi! 
tee of Ways and Means shall have the right to report at any time tor 
commitment. If the Chair were to adopt the line indicated by tl 
gentieman from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER,] it might lead, if not twa 
change, at least to an evasion of the mode of procedure authorized by 
the rules. Therefore the Chair suggests as the better way to reacli 
the object which the gentleman from Virginia desires to accomplish 
to raise the question of consideration so tha, the House may deter- 
mine under the rules what business it will proceed now to conside 

Mr. REAGAN. And upon that I make the point of order that by 
unanimous consent the rules were suspended and this steamboat bi 
made a special order for to-day. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair thinks it might perhaps be a hardship 
to lay aside a special order; but he enter‘ains the opinion that under 
the rules the House at any time has the right, even as against a 
special order, to determine what business it will proceed to consider 
After the House shall have disposed of the matter which it may de- 
termine immediately to consider, the special order will at once there- 
aiter come up, and will continue under consideration for the period 
assigned by the order, which is three days. 

Mr. REAGAN. Allow me to say a word to the gentleman trom 
Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD. Wiil not both of these gentlemen allow me to 
call up a matter which should be acted upon immediately? 

Mr. REAGAN. One moment. I desire to say to the gentiemal 


| from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] that the bill which was made the sp« 
| cial order for to-day is a bill of very considerable moment. It bas 


| 


received the consideration and favorable action of the Comuitee on 
Commerce, and by unanimous consent of the House has been made a 


| special order for to-day, to-morrow, and next day, with certain ex 


ceptions, which may perhaps occupy half of the timg. If we sial 
now push this special order aside I may not be able to succeed 1 
getting the consent of the House to take it up again soon. — 

Mr. SAYLER. I believe the question of consideration 1s not 
batable. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Is it in order to move to reconsider a reieren' 
made upon a point of order? ad 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has suggested to the gentleman tom 
Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] not to press that motion, and he hus acdoy tee 
a different course by raising the question of consideration. It 4s 








7 
1878. 
gies A 
heen held that the question of consideration can be raised even upon 
my nestion of high privilege. Speaker Orr ruled that “it is compe- 
. ot fora member to raise the question of consideration upon a re- 
+ even though a question of privilege is involved in that report.” 


Or . . ; - « ret) ; » of 
The Chair is advised that that ruling was upon a question involving 
tl iting of a member. Of course the question of consideration 
pe sede 


» be raised as against a special order, The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mi SAYLER] directs attention to the rule which provides that all 
qi stions of priority of business must be determined without debate. 
The question now is: Will the House now proceed to consider the 
eeial order? The Clerk will report the title of the bill which was 
made the special order for to-day. — j ; 

[he title was stated to be a bill (H. R. No. 2478) to amend certain 
sections of titles 48 and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, ¢ oncerning commerce and navigation and the regulation of 


spec 


te -vessels. 
Rie. l-\t ; es 

The question was taken; and upon a division, there were—ayes 109, 
noes 7 ‘& 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. TUCKER called for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, there being 41 in the aftirma- 
tive; more than one-fifth of the last vote. 

Mr. BANNING. I desire tomake a parliamentary inquiry. If the 
special order is not now proceeded with, what will be the next busi- 
ness in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. TUCKER] will move to go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BANNING. Is not the first business in Committee of the 
Whole the Military Academy appropriation bill? 

The SPEAKER. That is the first question in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, but the Clerk will read Rule 114. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

In Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, the bills shall be taken 
up and dispose d of in their order on the Calendar; but when objection is made to 
the consideration of a bill, a majority of the committee shall decide, without de- 
bate, whether it shall be taken up and disposed of, or laid aside; provided, that 
ral appropriation bills, and, in time of war, bills for raising men or money, 
and bills concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred to all other bills, at the 
discretion of the committee; and when demanded by any member, the question 
hall first be put in regard to them, and all debate on special orders shall be con- 
fined strictly to the measure under consideration. 


The SPEAKER. If the House should resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole, the Chair is of the opinion that under the rule just 
read the chairman of the Committee of the Whole would be bound 
to recognize a member to move to proceed to the consideration of a 
general appropriation bill. It is for the Committee to determine 
what shall be the order of business in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CLYMER. There are special orders in Committee of the 
Whole for to-day after the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The House in Committee of the Whole has power 
to lay aside any bill, whether a general appropriation bill or any 
other; but under the rule the chairman of the Committee ef the 
Whole would be compelled to submit first the question of considera- 
tion as to a general appropriation Dill. 

Mr. BANNING. I understood that the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. TUCKER] wanted to proceed to the consideration of the joint 
resolution to extend the time for payment of tax on spirits in bond, 
and agreeing with him in that respect I have voted with him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can say to the gentleman that he 
voted correctly, so far as his views were in harmony with those of 
the gentleman from Virginia, because the House by going into Com- 
mittee of the Whole can, under the rule, lay aside any bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD. With the consent of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. TUCKER] and the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] I 
will ask that Senate joint resolution No. 15 may be taken from the 
Speaker’s table and aeted upon at this time. It provides for the 
appointment of a Regent of the Smithsonian Institution from citi- 
zens at large, and as the annual meeting of that institution will be 
to-morrow, it is important that the joint resolution be acted upon 
now, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] later in the day. The yeas and nays have been 
ordered upon the question. Will the House now proceed to consider 
the special order? 

The Clerk proceeded to cali the roll. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Chair state exactly what is the proposition, 
so that we may vote intelligently ? 

_ the SPEAKER. The House, upon motion of the gentleman from 
Texas, [Mr. REAGAN, ] fixed as a special order for to-day a bill to re- 
vise what are known as the steamboat laws of the United States. 

Mr. HALE. And an affirmative vote on this roll-call is in favor of 
considering that bill ? 

The SPEAKER. A majority vote in the affirmative will bring the 
House to a consideration of that subject. A vote in the negative 
ee have the effect of taking the House into Committee of 

6 10le, 

Mr. MILLS. I move to reconsider the vote by which the yeas and 
hays were ordered. There is no necessity for calling the yeas and 
nays upon this question. 

The SPEAKER. The 
name called, 









4 


gentleman is too late. There has beena 


Vil 


30 











Mr. MILLS. 


The SPEAKER. 
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But no answer. 
That does not atfect the question. 


465 





The question was taken; and there were—yeas 139, nays 105, not 
voting 428; as follows: 


Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Bacon 

Baker, John H 
Baker, William H. 
Ballou, 

Bayne 
Benedict, 
Bisbee, 

Blair, 

sliss, 

Brewer 
Briggs, 
Brogden 
Browne, 
Bundy 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 

‘ain, 

‘alkins, 

samp 

‘annon, 
‘hittenden, 
‘laflin, 

‘ark, Alvah A. 
‘lark, Rush 
‘obb, 

‘ole, 

‘ox, Jacob D. 
‘rapo, 
‘ulberson, 
‘ammings, 
utler, 
Danford, 
Davis, Horace 


Atkins, 

Banning, 

Beebe, 

Bell, 

Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 
Blount, 

Boone, 

Boyd, 

Bragg, 

Bridges, 

Bright, 

Buckner, 

Cabell, 

Caldwell, John W. 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Candler 

Carlisle, 
Chalmers, 

Clark of Missouri, 


Clarkeof Kentucky, 


Clymer, 
Collins, 

Cook, 

Covert, 

Cox, Samuel 8. 
Cravens, 


Bagley, 
Banks 
Bland, 
Bouck, 
Brentano, 
Butler, 
Campbell, 
Caswell, 


Deering, 
Douglas, 
Elam, 


YEAS 
Denison, 
Dibrell 
Dunnell 
Dwight 
Eames 
Errett, 
Evans, I. Newten 
Evans, James L 
Felton, 
Field 
Foster 
Freeman, 
Gardner 
Gartield 
Giddings, 
Gunter, 
Hale, 
Hamilton 
Hanna, 
Harmer, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Haskell, 
Hatcher, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
Henderson 
Henry, 
Hiscock, 
Hubbell, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
Hunter 
Ittner, 


Crittenden, 

Darrall, 

Davidson, 

Davis, Joseph J. 

Dickey, 

Durham, 

Eden 

Fickhoff 

Evins, John H. 

Finley, 

Forney 

Fort, 

Franklin 

Garth 

Gibson 

Glover, 

Goode, 

Hardenbergh 

Harris, Henry R. 

Harris, John T. 

ILarrison, 

Herbert, 

Hewitt, Abram S. 

Hewitt, G. W. 

Hooker, 

House, 

Jones, Frank 
NOT VO" 

Ellis, 

Ellsworth, 

Ewing 

Frye 

Fuller, 

Gause, 

Harris, Benj. W. 

Hart, 

Henkle, 

Hunton 

Jones, John 8S. 


Kelley, 


James, 
Jones, James T. 


Jorgensen 
JTovec 
Keifer 
Keightley 
Kenna 
Ketcham 
Landers, 
Lapham 
Lathrop 
Lynde, 
Marsh, 
McCook 


MeGowan, 
McKinley 
Metcalfe, 
Mills 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 
Neal, 
Oliver. 
Overton 
Pacheco, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Peddie, 
Phillips 
Powers, 
Price 
Rainey 
Randolph, 
ea 
Reagan, 


Reed, 


Robinson, Milton S. 
Koss, 

Ryan, 

Sampson, 

Sapp. 

Sc hleicher, 

Sexton 
Shallenberger, 





Ward 

Warner, 

Watson 

White, Michael D 
Williams, A. S 
Williams, C. G 
Williams, Jere N 
Williams, Richard 
Willis, Benjamin A, 
Willits, 

Wren. 


Robinson, George D. 


NAYS—105. 


Kimmel, 
Knay p 
Knott 
Ligon, 
Lockwood, 
Luttrell, 
Mackey, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
McKenzie, 
Mc Mahon, 
Money 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Patterson, T. M. 
Phelps 
Pridemore, 
Quinn 
Rice, Americus V. 
Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Roberts, 
Sayler, 
rING—48. 
Killinger, 
Leonard, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Maish, 
Nore Toss, 
O'Neill 
Page, 
Pollard, 
Potter, 
Pound, 
Pugh, 





Scales, 

Slemons 

Smith, William E 
Southard, 
Sparks, 

Springer 

Stenge 

Swann, 

Tipton 
‘Townshend, R. W. 
rucker, 

Turner, 

Turney, 
Waddell, 
Walsh, 

White, Harry 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, James 
Willis, Albert S. 
Wilson, 

Wood 

Wright, 

Yeates 

Young. 


Reilly, 

Rice, William W. 
Robertson, 
Shelley, 

Steele, 

Stephens, 

Stone, Joseph SC 
Vance 

Veeder, 

Walker, 

Welch, 

Williams, Andrew 


So the House decided to consider the special order. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made : 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina. 
tained at home by sickness. 
My colleagues, Mr. ELLIS and Mr. ROBERTSON, are 
absent on account of sickness. 
My colleague, Mr. HUNTON, who is absent, is paired 


Mr. GIBSON. 


Mr. TUCKER. 
on all questions with the gentleman frem Maine, Mr. Fryer. 


My colleague, Mr. STEELE, is de- 


I sup- 


pose my colleague, if present, would vote “no” and Mr. ’'ryYE “ ay.” 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio. 


I am paired with my colleague, Mr. Ew1na, 


who, if present, would vote “no,” while I should vote “ ay.” 

The gentleman from Maryland, Mr. RoBErts, is de- 

tained at home by sickness. 
The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


Mr. ATKINS. 


BOARD OF 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


REGENTS OF THE 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


With the assent of the gentleman from Texas, 


[Mr. REAGAN, ] who is entitled to the floor upon the special order, I 
ask unanimous consent that the House now take from the Speaker's 
table for consideration and passage the joint resolution (S. R. No. 115) 


filling an existing vacancy in the Board of Regents of tle 


sonian Institution. 
There being no objection, the joint resolution was taken from the 
Speaker’s table and read a first and second time. 


Smith- 


It provides that 
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the existing vacancy in the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian In- 
st on, of the class other than members of Congress, shall be filled 
by the appointment of Noah Porter, of Connecticut, in the place of 
James D. Dana ! 

Che joint resolution was ordered to a third reading, read the third 
til ind pa i 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
re HULION Was pusse >and als ioved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on t Livle 

ter motion W ’ 
REGULATION OF STEAM-VESSELS 

The SPEAKER. The House m« ds to the consideration of 
the special order, a bill (ii. R. No. 2478) to amend certain sections of 
titles 44 and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, concern- 
ing commerce and navigation and the r ruiation ot st am-vessels, 

Phe bill will be read for infor on 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to dispense with the first reading of the 
bill for information ; and I also propose to take up the bill, by unani- 
mous consent, by sections, under the tive-minutes ruk 

The SPEAKER. Is ther objec tion totl e dispensing with the first 
reading of the bill? 

Ther was no objection, id it was orde1 l accordingly. 

Mr. REAGAN. I now ask that the bill be considered under the 


five-minutes rule. 
Mr. SAYLER. This bill has passed the House in former Congresses 





two or three times, and I think it is an eminently proper one. 

Mr. REAGAN. What does the gentleman from Ohio say ? 

Mr. SAYLER I was merely expressing my concurrence with the 
gentleman from Texas, and hope his motion will be agreed to. 





There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

rhe SPEAKER Phe bill will be considered by sections under the 
five-minutes srule, and the first section will be read. 

Mr. REAGAN I desire to say a word before the reading proceeds, 





This is almost without change and substantially the bill passed by 
the House during the last Congress. It received the sanction of the 
House then and was concurred in and favorably reported with slight 
amendments by the committee in the Senate, but was not acted on 
by the Senate Ve have adopted the amendments of the Senate and 
with a few verbal changes now report the bill back to this House for 
ction 

rhere is a written report accompanying the bill, which explains 

every provision in it and indicates the changes proposed to be made 


+} 


i existing law and gives the reasons for each change. 
lhe first section was read, as follows: 


Chat section 4233 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be amended 





nsertit after the third line in said section, the words 
And by all foreign vessels within the jurisdiction of the United States 
hat rule 3 of said section shall be so amended as to read 
All ocean-going steamers, and steamers carrying sail, or rigged for carrying 
shall, when under way, cart 
hat in rule 15, titles Band C, the word “ five shall be stricken out and the 
rd “two” inserted 
hat after the word fog horn,” in title B, shall be inserted the words which 
may be heard at a distance of one mile and a half in still weather 
Phatin tithe D, after the word which,” in the next to the last line, strike out 
words shall make a sound equal to a steam-whistle,” and insert instead the 
rds ‘may be heard at a distance of one mile and a half in still weather 
hat rule 17 of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall lx 
ken out, and the following inserted in lieu thereof 
Rule 17 When two sail-vessels are crossing, so as to involv isk of col 
lision, then, if they have the wind on different sides, the vessel with the wind on 
the port side shall keep out of the course of the vessel with the wind on the star 
board side, exogpt in the case in which the vessel with the wind on the port side is 
close-hauled and the other vessel free, in which case the latter vessel shall keep | 
out of the course of the vessel close-hauled ; but if they have the wind on the same 
side or if one of them has the wind aft, the vessel which is to the windward shall 
keep out of the course of the vessel which is to the leeward 
Chat rule 19 of the same section shall be amended by striking out the word | 


and inserting in its stead the word “ cours 
hat in rule 20 of said section the word “ way,” in the last line of said ruk 
shall be stricken out, and the word “course "’ inserted 
Phat rule 22 of the same section shall be amended by striking out the word 
way " and inserting in its stead the word “ course 
lbhat rule 23 of the same section be stricken out, and the following be inserted 
u thereof 
Rule 23. Where, by rules 17, 19, 20, and 22, one vessel is required to keep out 
of the course of another, the other vessel shall keep her course, subject to the 
qualification of rule 24 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I move to amend by inserting between 
lines 11 and 12 on page 2 so that the last clause of rule 7, section 
1133, will read as follows : 


lhe lights for vessels, rafts, or other water craft when in tow of any steam-vesse] | 


nd for terry-boats shall be regulated by such rules as the board of supervising in 


spectors of steam-vessels shall prescriblk 


Mr. REAGAN. That was suggested since the action of the com- 
mitteo, and I believe is proper in itself and necessary, and therefore 
I have no objec tion to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move in line 12 to strike out the letter‘ B” and the 
word “and,” and I ask the attention of the gentleman reporting the 
bill to the amendment. It is not a material amendment to his bill, 
which I think is a good one, and which I want to support and help 
as I always have heretofore. There are one or two propositions in the 
bill not material to its general purposes, but vexatious to a class of 
navigators in whom my people and people all along the coast are in- 
terested. By this amendment he has changed the language of the 











Revised Statutes, which provides that sailing-vessels under w 
sound a fog-horn at intervals of not more than five minutes 7 
committee have struck out the word “five” and inserted « ty, 
that every small sailing-vessel, no matter how small she may 
bound to sound a fog-horn every two minutes. Ido not conside) 
material to the safety of navigation these fog-horns should be sou a 
every two minutes, while it is very vexatious to these smal] ae 
owned by men of small property, all along our coast engaged jy, ; 
coasting trade. It is vexatious to them that their duties and jy, 
dens, large enough now, should be increased. I do not want the go. 
tleman to embody in this bill anything which will unnecessarily 5 
trouble to that class of vessels, and I hope he will consent. Nl 
more when he remembers in a preceding Congress when [ belie, 
had this bill in charge he agreed to the same proposition, leay 
at five minutes, That was the way in which the bill passed, 
sent to the Senate. I ask whether the gentleman is now yw 
agree to that proposition, and then I believe I have on] 
amendment to move to the bill. : 

Mr. REAGAN. I would not feel authorized without 
from the committee to accept the proposition of the gentlema 
Maine, especially as this matter was very fully discussed by the ; 
mittee. ‘The effect of this title B will be better understood by , 
ing part of it. Rule 14 of section 4233 provides that- 

Whenever there is a fog or thick weather, whether by day « 
shall be used as follows. 

Under title B it is provided that— 


Sail-vessels under way shall sound a fog-horn at intervals of not 
minutes 





ay sl 


VY on 








The amendment to rule 15 reported in this bill is that 
be sounded for sail-vessels as well as steam-vessels at intery 
more than two minutes. The reason assigned for this chany 
in fogs where there are numbers of vessels on the same 
rapid running of steam-vessels, unless the fog-signals ar 
endangers both the steam-vessels and other vessels with 
may come in collision, thus leading to a loss of life and pro, 
was thought a necessary provision for the security of ; 
erty that in thick fogs the fog-signals of such vessels sli 
sounded once in two minutes. The labor and expense of so 
the fog-signal every two minutes instead of five minutes is 1 
much. The same apparatus is to be employed in either ey 
same person must be engaged in either event in giving a 
the sounding of the signal. That being so, it is only; 
whether the same machinery and the same man shall sound t) 
nal every two minutes or every five minutes. A steamer unc 
will make considerable distance in five minutes. It will mal! 
considerable distance in two minutes. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman from Texas will take notice 
amendment does not cover steam-vessels; it only applies to sa 
vessels. I realize the force of the gentleman’s point that the: 
tance which may be made by a steam-vessel in that time 
such as will require the fog-signal to be sounded oftener than 
minutes. I only move to strike out the reference to title B so t 
the amendment shall not apply to sailing-vessels. 

Mr. SAYLER. I should feel obliged by the gentleman from M 


g 
explaining what his amendment is. I should like to know 





| the case of a steam-vessel making twelve or fifteen miles an 


the fog-alarm should not require to be sounded every two mu 

Mr. HALE. I think the gentleman from Ohio has misunderst 
me. I have stated that my amendment only strikes out titk 
which applies to sail-vessels. It does not touch the clause requiril 
steam-vessels to make the signal every two minutes. 

Mr. SAYLER. The gentleman from Texas has titles B and C befor 
him; I should like him to explain precisely what they are. 

Mr. REAGAN. The object is to protect the sailing-vessels fro 
collision with all other vessels, whether propelled by sail or by stean 
Mr. SAYLER. I wish to ask the gentleman from Texas wheth 

steam-vessel will not make twelve or fifteen miles an hour, 
whether in that case a signal given every five minutes would | 
safe notification to any vessel with which there might be a risk: 
collision ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I quite agree with the gentleman from Ohio 
will answer his question by stating that experts who were betore | 
committee insisted that it was necessary that this change should 
made from five minutes to two minutes. 

Mr. SAYLER. And the change is quite as much in the interest 
the sail-vessels as in the interest of the steam-vessels. 

Mr. HALE. The point that is in my mind is this: take a 
coasting-vessel that has only perbaps two men on board. Whens 
is caught in a fog, if you oblige her to blow a fog-horn every | 
minutes and subject her to a penalty for every infraction of the 
any mischievous person or anybody inclined to make a little! 
by informing would only have to lie by in a boat near the vesst 
watch it for two minutes, and if the signal was not sounded in U 
time he could file a complaint. Now, the requirement of five } 
utes is hard enough for that little craft. Vessels of this class 
suffering under great disabilities at present. There 1s no jrel 
them. It isa struggle for them to get a living. It is hard enous 
for them to be obliged to sound this fog-horn every tive 1) 
Make the requirement every two minutes, and every one 0) 
would be subject to this penalty every day perhaps, if anyboe) 
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himself to watch them. It is enough, I think, that steam-vessels be 
bliged to sound every two minutes. I hope the gentleman will not 
ist on applying this requirement to sailing-vessels. 

Mr SAYLER. I would like to ask the gentleman from Maine a 
question. Iam not inclined to impose unnecessary restrictions or 
hardships on any class of vessels, but I do not see what objection 


there can be to requiring vessels to sound the fog-horn every two 


minutes instead of every five minutes when they are not put thereby | 


to any additional expense. In the first place, they must buy a fog- 
horn, and whether they sound At every five minutes or every two 
»inutes is not a difference that involves any peculiar hardship. 
“Mp. HALE. But does not the gentleman see how much of a trap 
is laid for this little vessel if she is obliged to sound the fog-horn 
every two minutes, and how with such arequirement it is almost im- 
noesible for a vessel to keep out of the meshes of the law? The law 
should not be made too exacting on that class of vessels. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Maine has ex- 
pire ad. < ‘ : . 

Mr. HALE. I supposed it had, but nobody said anything about it. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I would like to have the Clerk read from page 2 
of the report of the Committee on Commerce the reason assigned by 
the committee for the third amendment, now under consideration. 
The ¢ lerk read as follows: 

rd amendment, lines 12 and 13. 

e interval of time in giving signals is at present five minutes; itis here altered 
vo minutes, a8 @ steamer of average spec d will run over the distance to which 
1» ordinary fog-horn can be heard in less than five minutes’ interval, and thus may 
llision with a sailing vessel before any fog-signal is heard. 
propriety of this change is the more apparent by considering section A of 
same Rule 15, which requires steam-vessels making fog-signals with a steam 
stle, which can be heard at least five times the distance that afog-horn can be 

to make their signals at intervals of not more than one minute. 








Mr. DUNNELL. I cannot see that the objection made by the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. HaLr] has very much force. As has been 
ested by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER,] it certainly 
cannot be a very burdensome requirement that the fishing-vessels on 
the coast of Maine shall give the signal as required by this amend- 


I will say generally that the bill now under consideration had very 
wuch more time, five times as much, bestowed upon it by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce in the last Congress than any other bill before 
that committee. And this session it has been considered very care- 
fully; four or five consecutive days have been given to its considera- 
tion. Not only were steamboat men called before the committee to 
explain every line and every provision of this bill, but ofticers of the 
Government also were called upon. They were last year under 
examination by the committee for a long time. 











Now, I submit to the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] that, if we | 





gin to amend this bill, its symmetry, harmony, and strength as a 
whole will be very materially interfered with. I trust the House 
will pass the bill substantially as reported by the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Iwas at first inclined to believe 
itthe proposition of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] was 
visable: but amoment’s reflection leads me to believe that we have 

re todo than merely to consider the question of how the provi- 
sious Of this bill may affect little sailing-craft and how much burden 
they may impose upon them. It is our duty to guard the crews upon 














these vessels. Upon one of these little vessels, not very expensive of | 
itself, there may perhaps be a half dozen lives; and we should re- | 


quire such a course to be taken as will protect the lives of those on 
the vessels. The proposition which the committee have reported I 
think is necessary in order to accomplish that object. 

Another thing. A steamer is running at the rate of fifteen miles 
au hour or twelve miles an hour; it will pass over more than a mile 
of distance during the suspension on the part of these small craft of 
any signal whatever which may be necessary to notify the steamer 
that they are in the vicinity. The steamer perhaps is a passenger 
steamer with two or three hundred valuable lives on board. It it 
come in collision with this little vessel it may not only destroy the 
vessel and the lives of those that are on it, but the steamer itself will 
be liable to be injured by the collision to the extent of its utter 
destruction and the loss of the lives of those on board. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to show one practical difticulty that there is 
arising from increasing the duties or the hardships upon these small 
vessels. As I have already stated, all of these provisions are to be en- 
forced by penalties. 

_Take, for instance, the harbor of Boston, or the harbor of New 
York, or whatever harbor you please, there is a class of men (I am 
am glad to say they are not numerous) who, under every enactinent 
imposing a penalty upon a vessel in reference to blowing a fog-horn, 
will lay about in the fog and watch these little vessels. If they find 
that any one of them does not blow a fog-horn every five minutes, as 
the law now stands, they will report it at once, have the master and 
Sou vessel brought before the courts, and will obtain an in- 
oo = —- the penalty. If you limit the time to every two min- 
aa = dou le and more than double the chance of penalty being 
oe These informers will watch a vessel for two minutes, and 
— cane mt happen to sound the fog-horn in that time, they will 
ow § er into court, fine the master, or hold the vessel, and the 

ner will be made to pay for that little lapse of duty. Every dimi- 
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nution of the time in which a horn is to be blown increases the hard- 
ships of these little vessels. 

Now while the general proposition is good, as stated by the gentle- 
man from Minnesota [Mr. DUNNELL] and the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. TOWNSEND, ] that you must protect the crew and the cargo 
of a vessel, still the danger of this law being abused in the way I 
have indicated is greater and isliable to be greater than the mere 
matter of coilision. Collisions do not occur very often; it will bea 
very rare thing that the blowing of a fog-horn once in two minutes 
instead of once in five minutes will prevent a collision between a 
steamer and a sailing-vessel. But, if you oblige these little vessels to 
blow a fog-horn every two minutes, it will be a very frequent occur- 
rence that some loafer or blackmailer lying about in his dory will 


| complain of a vessel and have it subjected to the imposition of a 


fine. Therefore I do not think this extreme measure should be urged 
upon this class of vessels. I think the committee would do better to 
yleld this point. 

Mr. FIELD. I would like to ask the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
HALE] one question. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. FIELD. Does the gentleman understand that rule 15, title B, 
relates to vessels at anchor, or does it apply only to vessels that 
are under way? And in the second place I would ask him, if a sail- 
ing-vessel be under way, then where is the hardship in requiring it 


| to sound a fog-horn every two minutes instead of every five minutes ? 





Mr. HALE. I made the reference to vessels in harbor because of 
the danger of complaint being made against the vessel, which com 
plaints almost always occur in or near a harbor, where these men lie 
off asd watch these vessels. Of course the general proposition that 
this applies to vessels under way is embraced in the statute and 
always has been. There is no doubt of that. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is true that every security which we may adopt 
for the preservation of property and life will involve some trouble. 
It*is true that every restriction placed upon the officers and crew of 
vessels may cause some inconvenience to somebody. But where there 
are many vessels navigating, and they are liable in fogs to come into 
collision, the question is not alone one of inconvenience to the ofticers 
and crew but of security to the lives of the persons on board and to 
the property of the owners. As this apparatus must be on every 
vessel and as a person to sound it must be there, but little more 
labor will be required in order to give the greater security which this 
amendment contemplates. It seems to me it would be of serious con- 
sequence to omit this provision. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire for one moment to call the attention of the 
House to this as a practical matter. The rate of speed of a first-class 
passenger-steamer in the sounds and bays along our coast is about 
twelve miles an hour, or a mile in five minutes. Now I assume that 
a fog-horn is expected to be heard a mile and a half. In five min- 
utes a steamer will run a mile, and it is not at all certain that ina 
gale or in thick weather the fog-horn can be heard a mile and a half. 
It is no greater hardship upon a sailing-vessel to require the fog-horn 
to be blown once in two minutes than once in five minutes. It is 
necessary at any rate to detail a man to attend to the fog-horn all 
the time. If he blows only once in five minutes if will require all 
his time and if he blows once in two minutes that will not take any 
more. 

Mr. HALE. Suppose, then, you make him blow once in thirty sec- 
onds. 

Mr. BUTLER. The difference is this: there must be an appreciable 
interval; and there is an interval now fixed for the blowing of the 
steam-whistle of a steamer. There ought to be a different interval 
of time for the blowing of the fog-horn of a sailing-vessel. 

Mr. HALE. That is what I contend for. 

Mr. BUTLER. The object is that there may be distinction between 
the two; for with the present improved fog-horn, which is an instru- 
ment somewhat like a clarionet, there may be dilliculty at a distance 
in distinguishing between the sound of atog-lorn and the sound of a 
steam-whistle. If my friend from Maine has ever stood upon the deck 
of a vessel, as I do not doubt he has- 

Mr. HALE. I have a great many times. 

Mr. BUTLER. If the gentleman hasstood upon the deck of a ves 
sel in a fog he knows that the great question is how to distinguish 
whether a vessel approaching is asteamer or a sailing-vessel. Sailors 
distinguish by noticing how frequently the signal is sounded; and 
the distinction can be made much more accurately if one of the sig- 
nals sounds at intervals of two minutes and the other at intervals of 
five. In the case of asteam-vessel, the interval is timed by a marine 
clock; so that it is, or ought to be, quite accurate ; it generally is so. 

This is a matter of the gravest importance, as involving the safety 
of property and life. If it would impose any greater hardship o1 
expense upon a fishing-vessel to require the fog-horn to be sounded 
every two minutes instead of every five minutes, there might be 
something in the objection; but there is no such hardship, and this 
provision will afford a very great safe-guard, because a steamer may 
be going at the rate of twelve miles an hour or a mile in five minutes, 
and must have time to turn out of her course alter hearing the fog- 
horn. It is not always easy from the mere sound to tell in a fog 
exactly where the vessel making the signal lies. 

Mr. HALE. As I understand, I am seeking to accomplish the 





| same object as my friend from Massachusetts. My amendment does 


° 
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same manner to sailing and steam vessels, but con- 

iss of vessels shall blow once in five minutes 
o minutes. This answers the point of the 
ld be a different interval so as to facilitate 
advantage which my amendment has, as 


t contemplates that the steamer shall sound 


ite iwd the sailing-vessel its fog-horn 


PLER. But a team-whistle ought to be heard two miles 
or three miles; and hence a longer interval is proper, 
can be heard further than a fog-horn. Besides a steamer 
her course promptly, while a sailing-vessel, being obliged to 

’ iy on, may have difficulty in doing so. 
HALE. The gentlemen should remember that as the steamer 
going so inuch faster all the time the chances of running against 
something are increased, therefore she should blow oftener. 
Mr. BUTLER. But she will1 


‘ 
n danger of being run against blows ot 


ten enough. [Laughter.] It 
is necessary that 1 8a ny-vessel should blow oftener, so that the 
steamer may avoid h h eamer can turn out of her course, 
while the sailing-vessel may not be able to do so, 

Mr. HALI he g leman goes on the theory that a sailing-ves- 


sel must collide with a steam-vessel; but suppose there are two 


steam-vessels? 

Mr. BUTLER. Steam-vessels with their steam-whistles can hear 
each other three miles off, or the y ought to. There is no trouble 
about steam-vessels coming in collision in a fog; they very rarely 
do so. The great danger is in steam-vessels striking a sailing-vessel, 
not knowing where she is. There is another advantage a steam-ves- 
sel has which a sailing-vessel cannot have: the ilutter of her wheels, 
if she is a side-wheel steamer, can be heard almost as far as her fog- 
horn Phat does not apply, of course, in the case of a propeller, to 
anv great extent. 

SPEAKER. The gentleman’s five minutes have expired. The 

r gives notice that hereafter he will hold gentlemen to the five- 

minutes rule strictly, and they must remember when they yield they 
yield a portion of the time to which they are entitled. 

Mr. REAGAN. lL ask for a vote on the amendment. 

Mr. HALr’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CRAPO. 1 offer the following amendment: 

In the sixteenth line strike out “still” and insert “ moderate ;" so it will read 

which may be heard at the distance of one mile and a half in moderate weather 

Mr. Speaker, | am entirely in sympathy with the purpose of the 
committee and what they desire by the use of the fog-horn. If 1 dif- 
fered at all it would be to increase the distance and power of the fog- 
horn from a mile and a half to two miles. But in the judgment of 
the committee a mile and a half is sufficient, and in that I am willing 
to concur. My attention has been called to the phraseology of this 
particular line, and it is suggested by sea-faring men the term “ still 
weather” is too indefinite, and it should read *‘ moderate weather.” 
If allowed to remain as it is there may be the same difficulty found 
under the old law in reference to the construction of “ way.” I pre- 
sume the intention of the committee is ordinary weather, and the 
word “ moderate” will cover that better than the word “still.” 

Mr. REAGAN. I see the object the gentleman from Massachusetts 
has in view, but I am afraid the word he proposes to substitute would 
not be sufficiently detinite. The object here is to indicate the fog- 
horn should be heard a mile and a half in still weather. That gives 
the measure by which to determine the power of the fog-horn and 
its use It will be remembered the law provided it should be heard a 
mile. The distance is made longer by this bill and put at a mile and 
a half in still weather, so that in stormy weather it would be heard 
only one-half or three-quarters that distance. It is thought neces- 
sary the fog-horn should have that power in order to give the neces- 
sary security. If you strike out the word “still” and employ the 
word “moderate,” there may be as many different judgments among 
those engaged in the enforcement of this regulation as there are per- 
sons employed in the business. What might to one seem moderate 
to another might not. If we had a fog-horn heard over a mile and a 
half in still weather, it was thought sufficient increase of power to 
meet the supposed increased necessity for that class of security. 

Mr. SAYLER. I do not precisely understand the proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. I know he is a friend of the 
bill and I Know he is inclined to act in reference to the general 
necessity involved. I confess I do not see how you will amend this 
bill by putting the word “ moderate” instead of the word “still.” It 
seems to me that would leave it very indefinite. If the gentleman 

nts to extend the distance to which in still weather a fog-horn 

| give a signal, then I can understand him, but, from the informa- 

have received from gentlemen connected with this duty, they 

i signal given ata mile and a half in still weather as sufli- 

We all understand what still weather is, but we do not under- 

what moderate weather is. If the gentleman wants to make 

his amendment in the way of enforcing a fog-horn of a greater power 

I do not know I have any objection, and I do not believe the friends 
of the bill have any 


Mr. CRAPO. The purpose, Mr. Speaker, which I had was to bring | 


the language of the act to what is commonly understood by nautical 
men; that it must be a fog-horn of sufticient capacity to be heard a 
mile and a half in ordinary moderate weather, not stormy weather. 


t run against anything, if the thing | 


of this and the preceding section shall be liable toa pe nalty of ¢ 


Mr. SAYLER. Would not that be included in the eX] 
weather? 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask that part of the report of the eo, 
be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


TESSION 


Chis amendment simply defines what shall be the power of the fog 
fog-signals shall be given from sailing-vessels, namely, “be heard at 
ne mile in still weather this is the least distance that will serv: 
safety ; a distance of one and a half miles would, in our opinion 
safety, for it must be remembered that, though heard one mile i 
would probably not be heard more than one-half that distance in 

weather 


Mr. Crapo’s amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read the second section, as follows: 


Sec. 2. That section 4234 of the Revised Statutes of the United s 


} so amended as to read as follows 


Sy 4234. Collectors, or other chief officers of the customs 
sail-vessels to be furnished with the proper signal-lights ; and « 
shall, on the approach of any steam-vessel during the night-time 


| torch upon that point or quarter to which such steam-vessel sha 


Every such vessel that shall be navigated without complying with t 


sel so navigated may be seized and proceed d against by way of lilx 


| trict court of the United States having jurisdiction of the otfens« 


or officers in charge of the deck of any such vessel who shall willfu 
gently fail or refuse to exhibit such light shall be liable te a penalt 
may be imprisoned tor any time not exceeding one year 

Mr. CRAPO. I move to amend section 2 as follows: 

In the sixth line, after the words “ signal-lights,” insert the words 
horns. 

I will explain what is the purpose of this amendment. Foy 
are essential parts of the outtit of sailing-vessels; as m 
signal-lights; and there is no good reason why collectors of 
and customs officers generally who see to the enforcement of t 
with reference to sigual-lights—that sailing-vessels have signa 
on board—why they should not in the same way see that thes 
vessels have suitable fog-horns on board. Both are essential par 
the equipment of a vessel. . 

Mr. REAGAN. Isee no objection to that amendment 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN. I ask that a verbal change be made 
that the word “light” be changed to the word “ lights.’ 

There was no objection, and the change was made. 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend by striking out all aitert 
“dollars” in line 17. The words proposed to be stricken out a 

And may be imprisoned for any time not exceeding one year 

I do not find in section 4204, for which this section is sul 
any such extreme penalty for this little infraction as su 
prisonment as is here provided. It will be noticed that 
tion provides for a penalty of $100, and also for an imprison 
exceeding one year. Now, while it is important that this bills 
be guarded and protected, I do not believe that this extreme 
of imprisonment should be added to what there is now. It 
fine is enough. 

Mr. SAYLER. I certainly do not sympathize with the proposit 
of the gentleman from Maine. All of us who have read of t! 
rible disasters, on our western rivers especially, and largely \ 
lakes, or even on the coast, understand the exceedingly gray 
portance of having these signal-lights properly displayed 


| quently the officers of the vessels are irresponsible men. lit 


of the vessels are held responsible, and if you merely impos 
them a fine you are imposing upon them that which you ca 
collect from them and about which they care nothing at 
they laugh at your judgment. But if you make a judgment 
tion against them that they shall be imprisoned tor a gross 
of duty, then you reach them at a point at which you can atiect | 
interest. This is for a neglect to display signal-lights. 

Mr. HALE Let me say that on closely examining the sect 
this provision as to imprisonment does not apply to the smal! 
tions that have been treated of before, as in regard to the blow 
fog-horns, &c. 

Mr. SAYLER. Not at all. 

Mr. HALE. It provides that the officer or officers ‘who sha! 
fully or negligently fail or refuse to exhibit such lights” shall | 
ble. Therefore I withdraw my amendment because my Tease 


| support of it does not apply. 


The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill and read sect 
follows: 

Sec. 3. That section 4236 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
amended as to read as follows : / 

‘** Sec. 4236. The master of any vessel coming into or going out of ar 
| ate upon waters which are the boundary between two States may et} 
duly icensed or authorized by the laws of either of the States bou! 
| waters to pilot the vessel to or from such port, except as provided in| 
ter 1, sections 4401 and 4444.” 


Mr. HARTRIDGE. I offer the following amendment : 


Amend section 3, line 11, by adding 





And except where the port is situated upon a river wholly within th: 
of any one State. 
I have no doubt that the intention of the committee was I \ 
| seetion to include the waters of the great lakes; but the languas 
i 


| used, unintentionally I think, includes other waters. 1 will g1¥' - 
| illustration. The river Savannah is the boundary in common pa 





is 


“ad 
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orween the States of South Carolina and Georgia and a con- 
-otion Nay be put upon this section which would authorize pilots 
‘ya State of South Carolina to pilot vessels to the port of Savan- 
on the Savannah River. Now, although that is the boundary 
, +wpen two Staies, that river is entirely the property and within 
the 1 mits of the State of Georgia. I do not think it was the inten- 
son a the committee to include any such case; but, to remove all 
onbt or suspicion, I ask the House to adopt the amendment I have 
? . RAPO. Let the amendment be again read. 
rhe amendment was again read. — 
Mr. REAGAN. I have no authority from the committee to accept 
imendment, but I make no objection to it. 
The amendment was adopted. 
he Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read sections 4 to 
i7, inclusive, Without any amendment being otfered. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

\ message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had adopted resolutions in which 
-he eoneurrence of the House was requested, presenting the thanks 
¢ Congress to the governor and through him to the people of the 
State of Maine for the statue of William King. 

STATUE OF WILLIAM KING. 

Mr. FRYE. The resolutions relating to the presentation of the 
statue of William King have been received from the Senate, and as 
+ will take some considerable time to read the remainder of the bill 
» charge of the gentleman from Texas, I ask that the consideration 
of it may be interrupted and that the order made the day before 
-esterday as to the subject of the resolutions just received from the 
Senate may be now recognized. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ihave no objection to that, this bill taking its place 
after the matter to which the gentleman from Maine refers is dis- 
nosed ol 

The SPEAKER. The resolutions received by the Senate will be 
read 

The Clerk read as follows: 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
January 22, 187. 
ed by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the thanks 
cress be presented to the governor and through him to the people of the 


< f Maine for the statue of William King, whose name is honorably identi- 
th the early history of that State 

rhat this work of art is accepted in the name of the nation, and as 

signed a place in the old Hall of the House of Representatives, already set aside 


tof Congress for statues of eminent citizens, and that a copy of this resolu- 
signed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep- 


tatives, be transmitted to the governor of the State of Maine. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, the nation having invited the States to 
furnish for the old Hall of the House of Representatives, each, “ stat- 

esof two of her deceased citizens, illustrious for their historic re- 
own, or distinguished for their civic or military services, and most 

orthy of such a national commemoration,’ Maine makes to-day 
partial response in presenting the statue of General William King. 
ls this, sir, a compliance with the invitation? The name is compara- 
tively unknown; theman has no national reputation. Can he, then, be 

t for the presence in which he will stand? Could those marble statues 
of the illustrious dead in the old Hall be given life, as this veil was 
lifted, recognizing in him all the qualities of true greatness, they 
would welcome him as their peer. And Maine does not offer for this 
great honor an unknown man because she could not select from her 
dead sons, many “ illustrious for their historic renown,” whose names 
would be familiar to you all. Her history forbids such poverty. 
This “Virginia of the North,” earliest settled, having within her 
borders the first incorporated city on this continent, has “a past 
hoary with age” as the years are counted here, a history full of 
thrilling interest, its pages illustrated with pictures of patient en- 
durance, fierce struggles, terrible hardship, hardy adventure, and 
patriotic sacrifice. 
_ Her rugged soil, never laughing with a harvest at the tickle of a 
hoe, responding only to the deep-driven plow, yielding alone when 
watered with the sweat of the brow, taught patience in toil and 
economy in the use of its rewards. Her long winters and deep snows 
made her houses homes binding their inmates closely in love, com- 
peling to social converse, to books, and to thought. Her broad 
stretch of dangerous sea-coast, a pressing, ever-present necessity for 
tood, compelling a constant struggle with the sea, a ceaseless en- 
counter with its perils, taught contempt for danger, skill to meet it, 
and a spirit of self-reliance. Six long, bloody wars with the Indians, 
wars with the French, Spaniards, and the English, in all of which she 
was the theater, or by reason of her exposed condition and her exten- 
sive commerce the greatest sufferer, almost a century of struggle for 
very life inspired in her people courage, devotion to the State, and en- 


e 





the 


toring love for the country. Her early settlers seeking commercial | 


advantage, the establishment of homes and a country rather than an 
‘cape Irom religious persecution or the founding of achurch, while 
“evollonal were not enthusiasts nor fanatics, and their early records 
are Iree from the bloody persecutions raging elsewhere. Within her 
borders Quakers could wag their tongues unslit, and Baptists could 
allow their children to gounsprinkled without fear of fire. Demented 
nen and wrinkled old women could indulge in their harmless antics 
of delusion and dotage, in utter disregard of halter or faggot. 





| lived generally in Massachusetts. Some ot them, placi 





. 
469 
To these early and favorite periods of human aggr 


ggregation in the eastern wilds 
the devil, so busy in Plymouth among the Puritans, granted a happy exemption 
from the perils of witchcraft, priestcraft, and the ferocity of bigots 


Hence reason, toleration, liberality, and catholicity characterized 
her people rather than superstition, bigotry, and sectarianism. 
Recognizing the fact that “education forms the common mind;” that 
upon its general diffusion depends the growth and prosperity of the 
state, by an ordinance of 1647 all towns were required to support 
common schools, from whose advantages there should be no exclu- 
sion whatever, and at the time of the separation she had about eleven 
hundred school-houses, supported by an annual expenditure of 
$130,000, raised by taxation. Besides, the climate itself contributed 
to success, the school-houses being the only play or work-houses of 
the children for six months in each year other than the home, and 
that a school-house, too. So that Maine has always been pre-eminent 
among the States for the general intelligence of her people. Then, 
Mr. Speaker, there could be no lack here of “ deceased citizens, illus- 
trious for their historic renown or distinguished for their civic or 
military services.” The seed sown promised just such a harvest, and 
the fruition has been muniticent. Maine, appreciating this, proudly 
recalling the memories of her distinguished dead, yet presents for 
this immortality William King as the representative of herself, the 
legitimate child of such a history and of such a civilization. The 
majesty of his person, his imperious will, his courage, self-reliance, 
liberality, integrity, and prudence, his lofty ambition, skill to lead, 
love for education, and self-sacrificing patriotism, fully justify the 
selection. 

Governor King was born at Scarborough, Maine, February 19, 1768, 
the son of Richard King, a successful business man. His brother 
Rufus, by no means his superior in natural endowments, but thor- 
oughly educated, is known to you all as one of the leading states- 
men of America, one of the framers of our Constitution, tor three 
terms a United States Senator from New York, minister to the Court 
of Saint James, and the Federal candidate for the Presidency against 
Mr. Madison. Cyrus, another brother, also an educated man, a brill- 
iant lawyer, Representative in Congress from the York district in 
Maine from 1513 to 1817, was then claimed by his friends to be the 
peer of Webster, but his death in 1517 prevented the complete real 
ization of their hopes. They were both federalists, while William 
was the democrat of the family, as such receiving a very limited edu 
cation in the common schools, the greater portion of his time until 
arrived at his majority being devoted not to study but to hard work 
in the saw-mills of Saco. Then, throwing off the saw-mill incubus, 
he moved to Bath, Maine, a place of considerable ship-building and 
commercial importance, where before long he compelled recoguition 
of his great abilities. Engaging in commerce and navigation, con- 
centrating upon his business all the powers of his mind and body, in 
a few years he became known as “the sultan of Bath,” was one of 
the greatest ship-builders in the United States, and the owner of 
more ships engaged in the foreign trades than any other man in New 
England. His capacity, energy, boldness, and integrity gave him 
great wealth and urbounded intluence in the business circles. 

But his lofty ambition could not rest content with this. Political 
life, then full of excitements, allured him, and yielding to its voice 
he brought to its service not only those qualities which had given 
him success in business but a remarkable political sagacity, an intui 
tive knowledge of human nature, and, as some one said, ** the skill of 
Talleyrand without his vices.” He at once became the master spirit 
of the democratic party, so imperious that in the district of Maine 
no democrat disputed his will, and its intluence was powertual in 
Massachusetts. ‘Twice he was their candidate for lieutenant-gover- 
nor; defeated of course by the great Federal majority, yet never dis- 
couraged by defeat, he continued to lead his minority until he led it to 
victory, and made it, for years, the majority. He was elected to the 
Massachusetts Legislature several times, serving, I believe, in their 
senate from 1808 to lsl2. His fine personal appearance, strongly 
marked features, high forehead, black impending brows, gave him a 
natural and majestic air of command, which, united with tremen- 
dous energy, an impetuosity sometimes fierce, always impulsive, ena- 
bled him to win from his political foes many triumphs. It is said 
that even here he seldom failed in the accomplishment of his pur- 
poses. Allow me, sir, to speak at some length of two or three of 
these instances when he carried measures of vital importance to the 
people, but from their very nature provocative of bitter opposition. 

Serious questions had arisen in Maine, involving the validity of the 
titles of the occupants to a great proportion of the settled lands, 
leading almost to war. “Some had made purchases, in good faith, of 
men who themselves had no titles ; some occupied where their fathers 
had, supposing the title-deeds had been destroyed by time, accident, 
or by the savages in the Indian wars; some had entered under verbal 
licenses, or by virtue of bargains, never finished; and others had 
taken possession and made improvements, hoping to obtain titles 


when the owners should be known.” The proprietors of these lands 


pg but small 
value upon these wild possessions, remained in willing ignorance 
until they learned that the wilderness was blossoming; some had de- 
signedly given verbal licenses of occupancy, fully intending to take 
advantage of the occupants; some knowing that squatters, as they 
contemptuously called them, were expending time and labor upon 


their lands, only waited fer the erection of houses and barns, the 
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clearing of fields and the growing ot crops, to seize upon the whole. 


These occupants fully realizing the terrible price in hardship, toil, 
the these homes, seeing the whole about 
warrant, ce 


ly the equ ties 


and danget y had paid for 


to be vept away in a moment by the magic of a legal 


st even to the death. 
them. The they had built, the farms they had 
l great value to the lands they occupied, but 
I in the pr yprietors They, however, 
, thrust “* the in the faces of the tenants and 
prayers with taunts. 
ral King, pre-eminently a just n 
om commenced a vigorous contest 
he fact that the tf 
hat wealth, 


opponents 


determined to res “ure 


disre 
bonds 
» thei 
lan, and the bitter enemy of 
in the Legislature for 
» made in the citadel of the 
, law, and generally the federalists 
him the more persistent, increased his 
and courage, and added luster to the brilliant victory he 
vas his habit. 1208 Governor Sullivan signed 

act,” humanely providing that in allactions instituted 
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six years or more by possession, on improve- 
found for the demandant 
lest, also ascertain the increased value of the premises 
trial, in virtue of his buildings and improvements ; 

at the demandant’s request, find the value of the land 
iture. Then the proprietor could take it, paying the 
ue of the improvements, or abandon it to the tenant, 
in the state of nature. The news of peace afte 
ir never was hailed with greater joy by any suffering 


they should, at 


yaiue 


as the promulgation of this act by the citizens of Maine. 
s the legislation in which he had the greatest pride was 
freedom act,” Under the existing 
parish, &c., must bo “constantly pro- 
t teacher of piety, religion, and moral- 
very such town, parish, &c., for the support of the teacher 
repairing the churches, was authorized 
money by to be assessed on the ratable polls 
and property. ‘This was in entire conflict with the tolerant spirit of 
Maine, General 


religious 


ais the y 


corporate 
a public . 


town 


protestal 


and tor 
to raise the 


and building of 

taxation, 
and King at once commenced a crusade against it. 
It was a battle against a walled-city, but he prevailed and in 1:11 
obtained the enactment of the “the religious freedom act,” pro- 
viding that all moneys paid by any citizen to the support of public 


worship should, if such citizen required it, be uniformly applied to 
the 
ination; also remoying the distinction between corporate and unin- 
corporate societies, and relieving the citizen from taxes for the sup- 
port of any other society than that to which he belonged. This was 
the first great step toward religious enfranchisement, finally con- 
summated in Massachusetts by the act of 1834, which provides that 
‘ shall hereafter become or be made a member of any 
parish or religious society so as to be lable to be taxed therein for 
the support of public worship without his express consent.” 

But in the formation of the constitution of Maine, in 1220, Mr. King 
was careful to have an article declaring that “ all men have a natural 
and inalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dic- 
tates of their own cons« that “no subordination nor 
preference of any one sect or denomination to another shall ever be 
established by law ;” no religious test shall ever be required 
r any office of trust under the State ;” also a dec- 


laration against all distinction between corporate and unincorporate 
reli 


“hho person 


iences ;” also 
} aa 
also, 


as a quaiilication f 


pious societies. 

General King’s self-sacrilicing patriotism was conspicuous in the 
war of Isl2. While it was threatening, when it was declared, and 
all through its prosecution his voice, his services, and his influence 
were in favorof it and forsustaining the Government, not withstand- 
ing he knew that Maine must inevitably be a terrible sufferer, with 


her extensive sea-coast open and undefended in hundreds of places, | 


with her northern and 
province of the enemy; 


eastern borders embraced in the arms of a 
that he, having great wealth invested in 
commerce, many ships engaged in foreign trade, must see that wealth 
disappear like the dew and his ships rotting at the wharves. 
federalists opposed the war with great bitterness, but General King, 
then major-general of the militia of Maine, by his ardor, determina- 
tion, and unbounded influence with his party, held them firmly and 
< onstantly on the side of the Government, though the terrible specter 
of starvation and death everywhere confronted their patriotism. 
Soon after the close of the war an earnest discussion was com- 
menced as to the propriety of separation from Massachusetts, Mr. 
King taking strong ground in favor of the proposition, and in 1816 
the people of the district were authorized by law to vote on this 
question: “Is it expedient that the district of Maine be separated 
from Massachusetts and become an independent State?” Anda con- 
vention was authorized to meet at Brunswick, count the votes, and 
form a constitution, provided the vote in favor of the proposition 
was as5to 4. General King was made president of this conven- 


tion, took the ground that the votes necessary fo1 separation had | 


been cast, carried the convention with 


him, and the declaration was 
mack 


but the Legislature of Massachusetts determined that the 
convention had misconstrued the law, and the court sustaining their 
decision dissolved it. 


In 1519 the discussion was renewed with great animation. 


Poli- 
tics entered largely into it. 


The federalists, while the district was a 
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| was elected governor, receiving 21,083 votes to about 1.000 s 


upport of the public teacher of his own religious sect or denom- | 


The | 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


part of Massachusetts, held the power, and received the patror 
The proposed State would be strongly democratic, and the 
were satisfied that, in the bitter spirit of political strife, they y, 
receive no consideration whatever from the majority. The Port 
Gazette, Hallowell Gazette, and Kennebunk Visitor repr: sented th 
views of the opposition, while the Portland Argus, American Aq 
cate, and Bangor Register zealously favored. 

General King, restive under defeat, gave his whole strength ¢, 
contest, personally labored with the leading federalists both of Ma 
and Massachusetts, and finally promised them that in event of « 
ration their party should receive their fair share of power and patr 
age, and such was their contidence in his integrity that th 0 
ture again authorized the necessary to separation and 1 
proposition was carried by an overwhelming majority. The co) 
tion met at Portland October 11, 1819, again elected General K 
president, reported a constitution which was ratified by the pe 
and in 1220 Maine was admitted one of the United States of Any 
In September, 1*20, the first State election was held and Mr. | 
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steps 


ing. Did he regard his promises? Yes, both in letter and sp 
though organized and persistent etfort was made to prevent 

the ottices one-third to the federalists, two-thirds to the di 
crats, the most important, however, to the former, appointing Pr 
Mellen, federalist, chief-justice of the supreme court, Ezekiel M 
ruan, federalist, chief-justice of the court of common pleas. He « 
mose. Largely through his intluence his party for years, in mak 
nominations through the State for the elective oftices, vielded + 
same proportion to their opponents. A rare example of politica 
tegrity! Mr. King administered the office of governor with grea 
wisdom and conspicuous fairness, and is now universally spoken 
in Maine as “ our first and our best governor.” 

General King was an ardent friend of the cause of educat 
pecially of the common school. One of his chief causes of comp! 
against Massachusetts was her indifference to the educational inter 
ests of Maine, perbaps arising largely from the refusal of her | 
lature to endow Waterville College as liberally as he thought 
right. 

After he was elected a delegate to the second convention 
fore its session, he made the journey to Monticello to consu 
Jefferson as to the new constitution, especially as to the 
that ought to be made for education, and at his request . 
drafted article 8 of the constitution of Maine. 

In 1821, and before the expiration of his term of office as gov 
Mr. King resigned to accept an appointment at Washington 
commissioner under the Spanish treaty. Subsequently he reé 
the appointment of collector at Bath, which he held from 1 
1834. 

To the performance of the duties of these offices Mr. King broug 
the same unswerving fidelity and the same uncompromising integri! 
No shadow of suspicion ever darkened the brilliancy of his p 
life ; no taint of corruption clung to his ofticial robes. That h 
faults I cannot deny, but they were those almost legitimate to power, 
the mere barnacles of uninterrupted success. He was arrogant 
courteous, imperious but just; quick to resent but never slow to fo! 
give. He was restive under defeat, impatient under opposition, over 
bearing with his enemies, but an obedient servant to his honor, a 
a willing slave to his word. 

During the last few years of his life he seems to have retired fr 
its activities, but we know that he endured serious domestic afflictions 


pave 


| with a patience and a resignation borne only from submission to the 


Divine will, a fitting crown for an heroic life. 

He died at Bath, June 17, 1852, at the age of eighty-four, having 
lived long enough to see the State he so devotedly loved, for whos 
interests he so earnestly and unseliishly labored, prosperous, strong, 
and happy. 

Does not this brief and imperfect record of the life of General 
King fully justify my declaration that he was the representative man 
of Maine, the legitimate child of her history and of her civili 
and may she not now proudly present to you his statue as that 
“one most worthy of such a national commemoration ?” 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the House concur with the Senate 
adoption of the pending resolutions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, William King was born in 17 
ancient town of Searborough, which is a part of what is ! 
first Maine district. He was president of our coustitutio 
vention in 1819. He was the first governor of Maine, chosen to (iat 
otlice by the almost unanimous vote of the people who were incevied 
to him, most of all, for their separate, equal, and independent pos 
as the people of a sovereign State. He died at Bath in I>ov, tu 
years, having reached the great age of eighty-four. His powers wel 
commensurate with his years. He was successful in all his vocat! 
He was a prosperous merchant, not narrowed by trade, but tru 
his country when to be true to his country was to be false to 
terests. He was a fortunate lawgiver, who was able tosecure to U 
hardy settlers in a new country the fruits of their toilsome live s id 
to give to his people the gift of religious liberty. He founded astate 
and was for twenty years its central political figure. The files of hls 
correspondence still existing show letters from many men since be- 
come notable, suing for his aid in their earlier ambitions, because his 
aid was well-nigh omnipotent. He has been dead scarce twenty-lve 


his 








ears, yet all that can be found of him in biographies and histories is 
fo few dates which are in the first three or four sentences I have 
eh Certainly no one would dream of taking the fading of this 
ow and local fame to teach the vanity of human reputation. 
sae striking examples might easily be found, and the lesson itself 
il be too trite. We all know too sadly well that oblivion begins 
‘avour the mightiest when dead, and has in all ages been so greedy 
, overtake some men yet living. 

Phe lesson here is far different. General King could hope for no 
-netuity of hismemory. Perhaps he was great enough to be care- 
__ of distinction. Although he was a man of stately presence, with 
orous voice rich with the eloquence of conviction and command, 
~apeeches were as short as they were vigorous. His words went 
vht tothe mark. He preserved nothing that he said. No record 
amains of his seven years’ struggle to form the State. He did his 
work and was careless who had the credit. Human fame, even of 
chose Who are at pains to preserve their memories, is as evanescent 
«the cloud of a summer sky. But human deeds are imperishable. 
Sooner or later he who has been the faithful servant of all shall be 
ooked up to as the master. Hence it is that the State of Maine 
when called upon to place in the National Hall of Statuary the figure 
¢ the son she most willingly remembers has passed by men of his 
time certainly more famous but not greater, and chosen William 
King. It seems also highly fitting, both as @ memorial and an ex- 
ample, that in that Hall which has so often echoed to the voices of 
many men whose fame seemed to fill the country but who are 
now forgotten, because their aims were selfish and their purposes 
netty, should stand the statue of William King, placed there not be- 
cause the land is resonant with his name but because he did his 
State enduring service. 

The resolutions of the Senate were concurred in. 














ELECTION CONTEST—SMITH VS. ELAM. 
he SPEAKER laid before the House the answer of J. B. Elam 
against George L. Smith, contestant, fourth congressional district of 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. NEAL asked and obtained unanimous consent for the with- 
drawal from the files of the House of papers in the cases of Hillborn 
(C. Miller, David Mitehell, Daniel Kennedy, and Patrick Glackin ; no 
adverse reports. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. PouND was granted leave of absence for the session of to-day. 
HENRY P. RALFE. 

Mr. BRIGGS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
Yes) for the relief of Henry P. Ralfe, late United States attorney 
for the district of New Hampshire ; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
thirty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. AIKEN: The petition of the board of trustees of Newberry 
College, South Carolina, for compensation for the use, occupation of 
and damage to the buildings of said college by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BAGLEY: The petition of 165 citizens of Little Falls, New 
York, against the reduction of the duties on manufactured goods and 
against the imposition of a duty on tea and coffee—to the Committee 
ot Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BAKER, of New York: The petition of N. Vooder and other 
manufacturers of lumber at Richland, New York, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of Bishop Brothers, of Cincinnati, 

Vhio, that the tax on spirits be reduced—to the same committee. 
By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of Henry Slocum and 38 other win- 
“ow-glass operatives of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, against any reduc- 
tion of the duties which protect labor, and against the reimposition 
ot the war tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Penn Cotton Mills Company, Pittsburgh, Penn- 
‘yivania, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly inves- 
tigated—to the same committee. 

by Mr. BLAIR: Remonstrance of A. E. Harriman and 110 others, 
aud of N. M. Reed and 47 others, workmen, at Ashland, New Hamp- 
shire, against the reduction of any duties which protect labor, and 
agalist the reimposition of the war-tax on tea and coffee—to the 
same committee. 
tion’, Mr. BRAGG : The petition of citizens of Wisconsin, for a reduc- 

1 of the tax on spirits—to the same committee. 





By Mr. BRIDGES: The petition of H. Gabriel & Sons and other | 


manufacturers of woolen and cotton goods, at Allentown, Pennsyl- 
ania, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investi- 
gated—to the same committe. 
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By Mr. BURCHARD: Papers relating to the claim cf Captain D. 
C. Stone—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of Thomas C. Smith and other 
manufacturers of porcelain, &c., at Greenpoint, New York, that taritt 
duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Missouri: The petition of Patrick Manion, for 
relief—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey: The petition of citizens of New 
Jersey, opposing a reduction of duties on foreign merchandise—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COX, of Ohio: The petition of Bryan Manufacturing Com- 
pany and other manufacturers of plows, &c., at Bryan, Ohio, that no 
change be made in tariff duties until thoroughly examined 
same committee. 

By Mr. DANFORD: The petition of Landon Grimes and others, for 
relief—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Mathew Cunningham and others, of Harrison 
County, Ohio, against a reduction of tariff duties on manufactures, 
and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: A memorial on behalf of the removal of Mus 
cle Shoals obstruction to the navigation of the Tennessee River, being 
the official report of a convention held at Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
December 5, 1577, composed of two hundred and {fifty delegates, rep- 
resenting large commercial, agricultural, mineral, and manufacturing 
interests in Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, and North Carolina—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Chattanooga, Tennessee, for an in 
crease of the pension of the widow of the late Lieutenant A. W. Me- 
Intyre—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of M. J. Adams, for an appropria- 
tion to test an invention to establish a permanent channel in the 
Mississippi and other rivers—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. EAMES: The petition of J. A. Gowdey & Son, manufact- 
urers of loom-reeds, at Providence, Rhode Island, and of the Enter- 
prise Company, and other manufacturers of worsteds, braids, &c., at 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island, that tariff duties remain unchanged until 
thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of James H. Morrison, to be placed 
upon the retired list of the Navy, with the rank of first assistant en- 
gineer—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. FENN: The petition of 999 citizens of the countiesof Nez 
Percé, Idaho, and Shoshone, Idaho Territory, for the improvement 
of Snake and Clear Water Rivers, in the Territories of Washington 
and Idaho—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of 1,065 citizens of the counties of Idaho, Nez 
Percé, and Shoshone, in Idaho Territory, for annexation to Wash- 
ington Territory—to the Committee on Territories. 

By Mr. FORNEY: A memorial on behalf of the removal of Muscle 
Shoals obstruction to the navigation of the Tennessee River, being 
the official report of a convention held at Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
December 5, 1577, composed of two hundred and fifty delegates, rep- 
resenting large commercial, agricultural, mineral, and manufacturing 
interests in Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, and North Carolina—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. GARDNER: Papers relating to the claim of M. M. Murphy— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: Several papers relating tothe claim of O. T. 
Letcher—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Thompson P. McCoy, to be 
relieved from the charge of desertion—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of William Buford and other man- 
ufacturers of woolens, &c., at Glenwood, Missouri, that taritf duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GUNTER: Papers relating to the land claim of Anna M. 
Clark, of Florida—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of the workingmen of the twenty- 
second ward of Philadelphia, against any change of the tariff laws 
which protect their labor and which would reduce the duties on for- 
eign manufactured goods, and against the reimposition of the war 
tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HART: The petition of silk-hat manufacturers of Roches- 
ter, New York, for a reduction of duty on silk plush—to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, the petition of workingmen engaged in the manufacture of 
printing paper, at Rochester, New York, against the reduction of duty 
on foreign paper, &c.—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Rochester, New York, engaged in 
manufacturing corks, and of employés of manufacturers of cork, that 
the duty on cork remain unchanged—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HISCOCK: The petition of C. B. Clark and other manu- 
facturers, of Syracuse, New York, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of Hopkins Manufacturing Com- 
pany, manufacturers of lumber at Bear Lake, Michigan, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of T. Mahon and 26 others, citizens of Lathrop, 
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to the Committee of 


and linseed 


md M« il 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Stephen Davis, for 
sion—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio: P to the pension 
Walsh—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. RYAN: The pi Guilford A. Wood, 
Casnmittee on Publi 
; SAMPSON Pa 
the,Com! 
Dh 


on tlaxseed 


apers relating 


claim of 


tition of 


for relief—to 


Lands. 
} 


ior the 


Atiairs. 


lowa, 


pers relating to the bill 


on Military 
ye mtion ot ¢ 


e for presenting claims for persions—t 


relief of John 


ittee 
itizens ol 
» the Com- 
alid Pensions 


petition of larmers ol 


Also, the 
eed remain unchanged 


lowa, that 
Comniittee 


the tariff on imported 
to the of Ways and Means. 
Papers relating to the claim of Captain George 


to the Committee on Military Aflairs. 


ia 
By Me SLEMONS: 


Cook 


W 


By Me. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of W. B. Croninger and | act repealed; which were referred to the Committee on Fina 


other citizens of Michigan, against the repeal of the tariff on 

to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: The petition of citizens of Iowa, for the 

i! of limitation as to time for filing claims for pensions—to the 

( mimittee on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr 


TOWNSEND, of New 


wool 
removy 


York : 


rhe petition of 175 tlax-spin- 


Rensselaer County, New York, against a reduction of tariff 


to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
petition of fire-brick manufacturers of Troy, New York, 
reduction of duties on tire-bricks—to the same committee. 
PFOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of Edward Lewis and 
er citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, employés of iron manufacturers, 
iy modification of the tariff laws to the detriment of Ameri- 
can industries—to the same committes 
Also, the petition of Grassell Chemical Works Company, and 52 
ens oft Cleveland, Ohio, engaged in the manufacture of chemicals, 
similar import—to the same committee. 
Mr. TURNEY: Papers relating to the claim of Charles Gear 
ing—to the Committe on War Claims. 
By Mr. WAIT: The petition of Nathaniel Shipman, and others, 
that the time for holding the fall term the district court of the 
United for the district of Connecticut be changed -to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. WALSH: The petit 


ick City, Maryland, for relief 


rains@ the 
By M 
120 ot] 


all al 


By 


ol 


Slates 


ion of Charles K. Ramsburg, of Freder- 


to the Committee on War Claims. 


k. P. Whitman and others, of | at Colliersville, Tennessee—to the Committee on War Claims 


for the removal of 
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United States district court in | 


JANUARY 23 


By Mr. WARD: The petition of 109 citizens engaged in th 


facture of cotton and woolen goods at Glen Riddle, Pe; “a 


and of 152 citizens of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, engage) 
manufacture of iron, bridges, and pottery, against any redy 


| tariff duties—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Falls of | 


foreign | 


A paper relating tothe establishment of a post- | 


| Fifth Michigan Cavalry, for relief—to the Committee on 
Affairs. 


Phe petition of D. R. Norvell and 35 others, ship- | 





By Mr. WARNER: The petition of C. F. Raymond, fo; 
money due the widow of Jesse Smith—to the Committee . 
tionary Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Silas and Seth Hurd, for compensa; 
damages sustained by them in the improvement of the 
River—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Rath, to be relieved of the chars 
sertion from the United States Army—to the Committee on \ 
Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: Resolutions of the St 
of Michigan, against black-mailing patent-right vendors—to the ( 
mittee on Patents. 

Also, resolutions of the State Grange of Michigan, fayo 
building of a ship-canal across the State from Lake Mi 
Lake Erie—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of William D. Ingersoll, late second 


H 
PLOUSD 


M 


By Mr. YOUNG: Papers relating to the claim of the Masonic Lody 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, January 23, 1878. 


The Senate met at twelve o’clock m. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. ByroN SUNDERLAND, D. D 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a messag: 
President of the Uuited States, transmitting, in answer to a reso 
of the Senate of November 16, 1577, reports made by the Att 
General and the Secretary of State on the seizure of lumb« 
ber by the agents and marshals of the United States in the Ss 
Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi; which was referred to 1 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present the memorial of E. B. 1 
64 others, workingmen of Belleville, Illinois, engaged in th 
facture of nails in the Belleville Nail Works, remonstratin; 
any reduction of the duties which protect their labo: 
remonstrate against the reimposition of the war tax up 
cottee, which was abolished, they say, by the friends of tli 
men. I move the reference of the memorial to the Con 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of J. 8. Clapp an 
workingmen of Paris, Maine, engaged in the manutacture 
board, remonstrating against the reduction of the duties vy 
tect their labor and against the reimposition of the war ta 
and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Financ: 

Mr. KERNAN presented petitions of citizens of the cou 
Madison, Franklin, Monroe, Chemung, Orange, Oswego, Ret 
and Genesee, in the State of New York, and citizens of the « 
New York, praying that silver be remonetized and the resu! 


| others, workingmen of Trenton, New Jersey, engaged in the 


facture of crockery; the memorial of Thomas W. Beattie and ot 


| workingmen of Camden, New Jersey, engaged in the manutactul 
| woolen goods; and the memorial of Thomas Davis and others, W 


ingmen of Trenton, New Jersey, engaged in the manutfact 
crockery, remonstrating against a reduction ef the duties on 1! 
and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and cofice ; 
were referfed to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK presented the memorial of G. W. Thomas and ot 
workingmen of Sharpsburgh, Kentucky, remonstrating against : 
duction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of ' 
war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee | 
Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition 0! 
Pennsylvania Cottou Mills, manufacturers of cotton, of Pitts) 
Pennsylvania, employing two hundred and sixty-five workmen, p"™} 
ing that Congress will take no action concerning a revision the 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and that the nat 
the proposed tariif legislation is such as in the opinion ot }) 
business men would best promote the restoration of genera! pr 
perity ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of Samuel 8. Ford and 217 ol 
workingmen employed by Powers & Weightman, of Philadelphia, 


ure ol 
wtical 


217 others, 





1878. 
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Pennsylvania, and the memorial of Henry Slocum and others, work- | and against a reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; which 


women, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of 
dow glass, remonstrating againsta reduction of the duties on im- 
| against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coflee ; 
. re referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented he memorial of Armstrong, Brother & Co. and 
business firms and citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, engaged 
nufacture of corks, remonstrating against any legislation 
gress affecting or changing the present duty upon imported 
. which was reterred to the Committee on Finance. 
MATTHEWS presented the memorial of Richard Stevens and 
workingmen of Union Vale, Harrison County, Ohio, engaged 
ipufacture of woolen goods, remonstrating against a reduc 
f the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the war 
which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 


ndow 
nd 


rts ane 


+} 
othe! 


tea and coffee: 
EATON presented the petition of Professor H. A. Newton and 
of Yale College, New Haven, Connecticut, calling the atte 
of Congress to the unfortunate location of the Naval Observa- 
at Washington, and praying for early legislation by Congress 
' ill authorize its removal to a healthier and better location: 
hich was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of Mrs. Emma J. Crain, 
iwhter of George Smith, late private of Company C, Ninety-fourth 
llinois Regiment, praying payment of the pension and bounty due 
» her late father; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
1 present the petition of about 5,000 citizens, res- 


Mr. SARGENT. 
idents and tax-payers in the counties of Los Angeles, San Diego, San 
Bernardino, Ventura, and Santa Barbara, in the State of California. 
They represent that large subsidies, congressional, State, and local, 
road Company, which company has now constructed its road through 
their territory to the Colorado River ; that since such construction it 
has established oppressive rates of freights and fares and has com- 


ned with ocean steamship companies to do the same, and has so 


| by a meeting of the citizens of 


ic and private, have been granted to the Southern Pacific Rail- | 


discriminated against the southern portion of the State as to destroy 
its commerce, reduce its trade, cripple its agricultural interests, par- | 


alyze its industries, and threaten it with financial ruin. They say 
t against these oppressions they have petitioned without relief 


ud that it is their deliberate judgment that a competing transconti- 


| of December, A. D. 1877, a convention will 


tal railroad is the only present relief and the only guarantee for | 


ve prosperity. They therefore ask that such congressional aid 
and encouragement be given as shall assure the speedy construction 
ind completion of the Texas Pacific Railroad, and that such aid be 


i with such restrictions as shall forever compel it to be and 
remain a competing line from the Southern Atlantic to the Southern 


grantec 
Pacific seaboard. I move that this petition, which is signed by the 

sof many eminent citizens among others of that portion of Cal- 
be referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of William Simmons and 
others, citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying for the pas- 
sage of a pension bill recognizing the claims of pensioners who are 
suilerers, as is alleged, by the provision of an unwise limitation law ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of Black, Daker & Co., manu- 
facturers of iron and steel, of Wellsville, Ohio,employing thirty work- 
men, and the petition of the Bryan Manufacturing Company, of Bryan, 
Ohio, employing sixty-five workmen, praying that Congress will take 
no action concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall 

ive ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries 

{the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation 
ssuch as in the opinion of practical business men would best pro- 
mote the restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of John Tracy and others, 
workingmen of Bancroft, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture 


goods; and the memorial of William Hibbert and others, workingmen | prosperity, 


of South Walpole, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture of | 


socks, gloves, &c., remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on 
mports, and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES. I present a petition very numerously signed by cit- 


izensof Waltham, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacturing indus- | 


ines, praying the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
that if they wish to compete in the markets of the world for the sale 
the United States, “and would help us to extend the commerce of the 
nation, we ask you to stand by the resumption act.” 
trence of the petition to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 
_Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the memorial of Thomas C. Carson, 
John P. Irish, and 25 other residents of Iowa City, lowa, protesting 
against the passage of the bill now pending in Congress known as the 
Bland silver bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. OGLESBY presented the memorial of W. A. Oliver and 60 othe: 
workingmen of Jacksonville, Illinois, engaged in the manufacture of 


Woolens, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports, | 


| hundred and eighty-nine miles, for nearly nine months 


paper; the memorial of Joseph Daly and others, workingmen of | 
. , > . . _* 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture of woolen | 


| Muscle Shoals, is earnestly and urgently requested by the 


{ the goods produced by the labor and skill of the laboring men of | 


I move the ref- | 


| highway and as a ligament to bind together the States, comm 


was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORGAN. I present the memorial of a committee appointed 
by a convention held at Chattanooga, praying for an appropriation 
by Congress for the removal of Muscle Shoals obstruction to the navi 
gation of the Tennessee River. I beg leave to say that this conven 
tion was called at the instanc@of the governors of Tennessee, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, and Ohio. The petition is one of very great 
importance, and I ask leave of the Senate to have it printed for the 
use of the Senate, and also in the Recorp. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce 

The memorial is as follows: 


be printed and re- 
ka there be no objec tion. 


United States 


cads of Departments, and Members of th 


Hou f ¢ ress 
memorialists respectfully set forth that on the 5th of December, 127 
assembled at Chattanooga, Tennessee 
to wit 


Yo 


7, there 
: convention pursuant to the following call 


STATE OF TE 


NNESSE! 


, Executive Dera 
Nashville, N 


Whereas I have received a certificate of the passage ofthe following 1 
ienne to wil 
Be it resolved, That a convention of the people of the Tennessee Valley be called 
at the city of Chattanooga, Tenne December, A. D 
: purpose of perfecting measures and making an earnest and united ap 
| through the representatives of the people to impress upon Con neces 
sity of making immediate and sufficient appropriation to secure tl 
the improvement of the Tennessee River, especially at the Musek 
shortest possible time 

That the cities, villages 
and other associations t! 
convention 

That the governors of the States rennessee, Alabama 
tucky and other States be requested to unite in this call, reciting 
and inviting to the convention the people of their respective 
country. 


Chattanooga 


to assembl« see, on the Sth of 


, for the 


, and counties of the 


iroughout the country 


Tennessee Valley 
be invited to se 
of Geor 
this resoluti 


+} 


states and of the 


J. B. COOKYI 

Charrim 

J. E. McGowan 
Secretary 


‘* Now, therefore, I, James D. Porter, governor of the State of Tennesse 
with the governors of other States uniting in this call, whose signatures are 
scribed hereto, do hereby give notice that at the city of Chattanooga, on the 
be held for the purposes 
foregoing resolution. We further urge on all interested to send de 
convention as requeste din the resolution 


¢ 


buer 
sub 
th day 
the 


said 


din 
legates to 


JAMES D. PORTER 
Governor of I 
GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON 
Governor of 
JAMES B. McCR 
, 


croverno 


nite 


Llabeama 
EARY 
Kentucky 
J. M. STON] 

croverno 
FHOMAS |! 


of Mis 
YOUNG 
1 fol 


Said convention was composed of two hundred and fifty delegates 
large commercial, agricultural, mineral, and manufacturing i! 
of ‘Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, and North Carolina. Said delegates ar 
the most enterprising, wealthy, and public-spirited citizens of the 
resented. Among other proceedings had at said convention the 
ble and resolutions were unanimously adopted 

“Whereas it has been repeatedly shown by surveys made by disti 
eers from 1828 up to the present time that the Tennessee River 
characteristics for ! 


representing 
tere sin Lhe States 


noug 


length, width, volume, permanence of cl 
miles of natural navigation recognized in first-class rivers 
Whereas this river is navigable for trom 

the year round a distance of three hun and thirt 
Florence, Alabama; and 

‘Whereas a section of the river extending a distance of thirty 
Florence is obstructed by a series of impediments common! 
Shoals; and 

‘* Whereas this river is furthernavigable for steamers of three 
the head of Muscle Shoals to the City of Knoxville, ‘Tennessee 


steamers ot 


lred 


foul 


miles i 


annuall 


‘* Whereas the large territory east and west of Muscl 
Tennessee River flows embraces North Alabama, part i 
East Tennessee, portions of Georgia, Virginia, and North Car 
“Whereas this vast region possesses in greata nce: 
as well as a congenial climAte; yet, with tl ition of 1 
resources the country languishes for cheap transportation : Therefor : 
“1. Be itresolved, That the improvement of the Tennessee River, especially at the 
{ the territory 
: commercial 
ercially and polit 


is combini tural 


aforesaid ; that the work is one of national importance, required ¢ 
ically 5 

2. Resolved, That Senator d Re presentatives in Congress from all the States 
before mentioned be requested to urge Congress to make an immediate and sufli 
cient appropriation with the view to complete this great work in the shortest pos 


sible time and in the way and manner already prescribed by the engineer depart 
ment . 


3. Resolved, That the president of this convention appoint a committee of three 
to prepare a memorial to Congress, setting forth the substance of the facts em 
braced in the report on statistics presented to this convention—which said report 
is herewith reported as part hereot—and that the paper be presented by the con- 
vention (duly certified by the officers thereof) to the President of the United 
States, heads of Departments, and the members of the two Houses of Congress. 

4, Resolved, That under the direction of the governor of Tennessee the proceed 
ings of this convention, together with the memorial to be presented, and such other 
reports, papers, and documents as shall be deemed important, shall, through the 
executive committee hereafter appointed, be compiled and published in pamphlet 
form, and that copies thereof be sent to the President of the United States, the 
heads of Departments, and to members of both Houses of Congress : 

’ Resolved, That the president of the convention be instructed and authorized 


to appoint a delegation of at least five to visit Washington during the present ses- 








the 


red will be com posed 
f 


committees of Congress the subject-matter of 
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] al ve com. tee of seven be appointed by the president 
t the executi committee on the rovement 
i 
furt Pha en this convention adjourns it adjourn to meet sub 
of ud exec ‘ nmi lee 
being « ‘ the memorig! committee provided for in tl 
‘ if th ta ‘ report therein m« oned and fr 
formation, the following statement of the importanc« 
t the re ott Muscle Shoals obstruction to the navigation 
I 
I ) ( = ANKS SIXTH AMONG AME AN 
AMS 
‘ thwest« I of the S eof Virgir md 
est n, 280 miles, to Knoxville, Tennesses 
g ‘ ‘ ‘ to Loudo re esset At th 
it orthwesterly, cutting through severa 
t it ix st Tennessee, where it unites with tl 
I one of its ] ‘ t itaries. At Kingston the river tur! ruptly 
we I 1101 ‘ of Chattanoowa, ‘Tennesse Here it 
not ibrupt tur and t hwesterl through the castern 
Cr r iM ] former inobstruction 
‘ } poir rive makes p deflection and fi 
t ‘ hw re ‘ ilt t ridge] t, Alabam thence 
ithy cu g to the westward, 74 miles, to 
( Alabama. Here turns at right angles and flows northwester] 
t g to the northward, 51 mile to Decatur, Alabame thence in the 
101 a, to Bre ry, the head of the Muscle Shoals group of 
obs thence in the same il direction, 38 miles, tothe foot of Muscle 
: ’ Flore uma; thence, 34 miles, to Waterloo, Alabama 
He I ora ‘ flows norther] 6 miles lt empties into 
Kent 
APIT ISTANCES 
Mile 
I ‘ x t 2e0 
I hy tol 60 
bY I hy ato 24 
| Kk mm tod ittanooga 110 
l ( a wa to lk gy Po i9 
l oe 1 Brixigeport 41 
I I eport Gunter 74 
From Gunter to Decat il 
I Decat o Brow! Perr 10 
] LBrov Ferry to Florence iy 
| e to Water 3 
m Waterloo to Paduca 20 
\ stance « al t 1, 037 
I vo water the Tennessee River is equal to that of the Ohio. 
iwe width from Kno Paducah is five hundred yards. Its average 
ree feet fre the head of Muscle Shoals to Knoxville for nine months 
iit erage dey from Florence to Paducah is fully three feet the 
nd. Its banks are high and permanent, and its annel is stable and un 
i ‘ For nearly three-for , 0 length it flows through silurian and 
niferous formations, therefore sand and gravel ba ively found 
i tmen who learned channel forty years ago h i nothing new 
co deration of thes eneral characteristics, len lth, depth, vol 
nen chani ‘ t of miles of natural navigation, the Ten 
un) hin ma © among the rivers of the North American conti 
1 ] is adopted, it 4. by the Senate Committee on Transportation, from 
l h to Gunts ‘ ‘ of the great water-lines of the country it flows 
‘ ‘ Stat d binds together all by the ligaments of commerce, and 
of its impr mie therefore, can be no less national in character than 
‘ : inst national foes 
PRESENT NDI OF N 10N 
| I ‘ I ence ‘ no serious impediment to navigation, as 
‘ i from four to tive feet draught are plying regularly between these 
x ur re d. From the head of Muscle Shoals steamboats of three feet 
a © navigatir to Knox e nearly the entire year Navigation is not, 
estric ’ Kus For tive months in the year boats of light 
i t ascend 1 mile ove Knoxville on the Upper Tennessee, 55 miles up 
Litt Denne wt i Clinch, 40 miles up the Hiwassee, 75 miles 
t I Broa miles up Powell's River, making 395 miles of tributary 
gat 
HE MUSCLE 8H 
‘ Brown's Ferry, 10 miles below Decatur, a1 ore! a distance of 38 
n ip of impec ents to navigation, commonly known as the Muscle 
She consisting of Elk River g le and Little Muscle Shoals, separated 
‘ } erval pools of navigable water rh section of the river is underlaid 
ard siliceous rock This quality has enabled them to resist the abra 
water, and has compelled the river to expand suddenly from fifteen 
ed fe to one, two, and three miles in width, to accommodate its maximum 
i Over these obstructions navigauion is gbsolutely impracticable, except in sea 
s of tlood, and then only a few days in the year Hence there is no outlet to a 
n with northern and western rivers for the commerce on these upper ten hun 
dred ad fe miles of 1 ral navigation upon streams whose drainage area is 
‘ fifty ur thousa square miles, and what should have long since been 
f the main commercial highways, is still throttled at Muscle Shoals 
l I River, and especially the section crossing Muscle Shoals, has been 
rey tes ‘ arefully surveyed, with a view to its improvement under author 
of ( gress, by boards of United States engineers, in 1828, 1830, and 1831; by 
Colonel 8S. H. Lon United States Topographical I neer. in 1830: by Colonel 
ames Kear vy, United States Engineer, in 1835: by Colonel Wilham B. Gaw, civil 
‘ nee der t direcuon of Brevet Major-General G. Weitzel, major United 
States Engineer n 1867 rhe estimates of the engineers for overcoming the Mus 
Shoals obstructions vary from $1,500,000 in the early reports, to $3 144.967 in 


(raw 


wl 





report to Weitzel h contemplated more extensive improvements, better 
iad 


dap ed to the increased developments of the country than the former estimates 
Walter McFarland 










major of United States Engineers charge of the Tennesse 
River improvementin 1472, made a careful survey of the Muscle Shoals group of 
obstructions, and arrived at his conclusion. as follows rhe scheme proposed by 
the board of internal improvements, 1631, cannot be improved upon, for the pas 
sage of the Muscle Shoals; and the work now remaining to be done, in order to 


carry it out, is to put theold canal in good condition, toconstruct the canals arownd 
Elk River Shoals and Little Muscle Shoals together with the basins proposed for 
connecting them with the south shor He estimat the entire cost to be from 
$2,128,500 to $3,676,000, according vidth and depth of the canal and width 


$2 
and length of the lock chambers s the estimate for the trunk 
deep and locks sixty feet 


eramount 





of a canal one hundred feet wide 
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} out wl 


} works required for this improvement, indicates that a very 
} can be etlected by taking the south side 


INATE. 


hundred feet 
the can: 
ent plan of improv 


rge : thor 


by three 


dimensions of 


wide yetween the miter sills. Both the lat 
ree with Gaw’s report, and 
egtion of Major W. KR 
I rther on in this memorial, t 
considerable reduction from ear 


il were much higher t! 






il and locks a 


t ‘ 
pent Mt 





a 


neers, 1 ‘ Tur 





to finish the work will « 
mace hen prices of 
Phe impre 
t ut forty 
be appro 
Shoals 


“ 





ad materi an how 





vement con 





nd repairing the old 
led and fell 


direction, on 








River 
proven 
the latt 
and Litth 
lhe 


ached in lo ater from either 
above and I t lus 
ent inciudes 
ln 
Mr 











ction Consist iree pal 
as follows, beginning at Vlore 
1. Little Muscle Shoals, 5 n slo 
2. One and one-half miles deep 
3. Big Muscl 14. 
4. Five miles of deep water at I 
». Elk River Shoals 
6. The rer nder of the d 
Chattanooga and Knoxy 
although certain improv 
part the river to give 


nd fall of ° 


3 feet 
it Bainbridge Fen 
g. and $4.6 feet 


amb's Ferry 








fall 








about 





and a fall of 26 feet 
own I 





s Ferry, and in fact fr 





lle, a 





JU Les } LOW havical 
contemplated at different point 


still better navigation 





PRESENT ¢ ITION OF THI 


Muscle Shoals is as fe At Little Muscle Sl 
d looking to the improvement of this part of the obstru 
the reefs and build ing spur-dams at certain points to check tl 
current and give the necessary depth of water at all px 
1,400 feet long, has been built s the head of the north el 
work is t the excavation is com; 
be removed and a permament dam will be built 
throw as much water into the elas may be 
The lengih of tim« red tet 
essarily depend very mu o 
h average good luck in this r« 
give a good depth of channe] 
the dams and m t 


WORK 


! als 


At 


mence 


ows She w 











ac! 





] r 
lille the go 








stone ac 
new « 


to « omp 





required 

his part of the imp 

f water during th 
expected that on ve 


t three year 





n 
1 
a 





it 
and that two, o1 
he improvement complete and permanent 
BIG 


wit spect 
most 





WO! 


AT MuBCLE SHOALS 


tik 


canal built 
the © Of pubil 
ent. This canal 
feet with an 


Consists rebuilding old 
ago by the Stats 
nated for the pur 
teet wide ons 
feet. The new canal will have only They will be ¢ 
feet long in the chamber Eight ot locks are under contr: 
are nearly completed, and a third is about half don Phe ‘ 
tive is just commencing work Phe locks are all to be founded upon the 
to be made of heavy blocks of cut stone and rubble laid in hydraulic « 
The canal trunk is to be from 70 to 100 feet wide at the w 
deep, excepting at extreme low water in the river 
The following is a statement the quantities of 
Shoals Canal to November 30, 1877 
Earth excavation, 336,390 cubic yards 
Earth embankment, 165,50 cubic yar 
Rock excavation, 50,275 cubic yards 
Slope wall, 4,010 cubic yards 
Grubbing and clearing, 130 
Cut stone masonry, 3,581 cub 
Rubble masonry, 9,892 cubic 
Concrete, 115 cubic yards 
Removal of masonry of old locks, 3,909 cubic vards 
About seven and one-half miles of the canal have been enlar 
leaving seven miles yet to be done 


nd enlarging tl 

Alabama from the 

pose by the ¢ ral Gove 
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10 locks 


in more tha 
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, feet wide al 


with 17 locks long 


0 feet w 
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of work done on 
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ed al 


AT ELK RIVER SH‘ 


ALS 


No work has been done, but a recent survey, made with a viev 





of the river, utilizing « 
channels and at the same time avoiding a troublesome crossing of Eik K 

rhe estimate for improving Muscle Shoals, as submitted by Majo 
Farland, in his report of 1573, was $4,000,000; of which amount the 
appropriated at vanous t $1,035,000; but of thi m a 
have been expended upon Muscle Shoals, and $260,000 a 
leaving a balance of $521,000 to pay for work under existing « 
to be appropriated is tl 
thirds of this amount will 
be made as already explained. 

Major King's opinion that the cross estimate for t 
large is important to be observed 8 the 
the money has been expended in that locality, 
s by modifying the old plans in 
is very sure a t 
hout slighting the ¥ 
of lower prices tor labor and n 
mitted 

As to the time y 

lhere is every rea 
mated cost if prosecuted as if 
completed in about three 


MN 





mes 








still : erefore $3,222,000. Probably n more t t 





required, in con of reductio 





sequence 





he work at the 
under wi 
has already mat 

n abandoning Un 

t $1,000,000 can be realized on the o ‘ 

nsiderable of such sav 

aterial when the first 


otncel wo ¢ 
and he 


tances and 





some 


Sav 


He 





Ww i det 





nee 





than esumates 


t needed to complete the improvements, Major 
to believe it the work can be completed 
should be; and under the same cond 


years from the time adequate appropri 





on t 





MPORTANCE OF THE WORK 


118 Wor 





rhe great importance of t! for ras it does a connect 
so many miles of navigabl abo 
below, commends it to the judgment at once as the most imports 
improvements, and it should be completed without delay 

rhe remaining amount necessary to finish the improvement at Mu 


an insignificant sui for a public k of such importance 





wat 








Work 





SAVIN 


ng the freizt 


Will enough be saved to justify the cost? It will save by reduci 











charges on every ton of coarse freight moved from Knoxv ille or Chattanooga north 
war southward by water or by rail 2 estas 
It has been reported to the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, Washington, District 
of Colambia, 1£76: That the average cost of moving one ton of freight from Ls 
ville to Chattanooga, 336 miles, is $3.62, and the average charge for moving one 
the same distance is 25.64; while on the Ohio River the average cost of transporUS 
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ooal from Pittsburgh to Louisville, a distance of 600 miles, is only 56 cents SK vest t xs ae of t I ¢ t rh to ¢ 
jstance is ne arly twice as great. And the average cost of carrying one ton | tral Ge« crossing the Waut LR Little T ~ Hiwas 
pittsburgh to New Orleans, a distance of 2,000 miles, is on! 05 } see Rivers t Morr it At 
he coal ta carried in lane re barges towed by pewertel ot umers | lan ic roa \ Ea t 1 r vas 
f Wwe that freights have been carried, f 0 | beds ma vate « ‘ whil 
»tral and Hudson River Railroads in 17! t fro Virg to ¢ rgia ‘ < ‘ le 
7 va the auditor of the canal de partment, of I tht ‘ . } 1 Kingston 
: ¢ campaign against the water route is unquestionably cau to Cl 1 ( atalchaen, 
: Of this fact we only know what the officers of the roads « land co ‘ At ¢ throuch 
For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1869, the year precedin t coa l ropen ¢ e 4 out-crep 
canal tolls, the gross earnings of the New York Central and Hi on either ba it ' ne orn 
R ul Compan) exceeded the payments, other th nfor constructio! s fthe A bce 
for 1875, the payments, other than for construction, exceeded the Chatianooga n 1 ‘ ‘ ¢ : ntains 
vg $1,591,654.29 and is five hundr S point 
, 2,66 cents per ton per mile, isthe lowest rate ever before touchedin | of six syst ot three bun 
of rail freighting, except in temporary exicencics. Yet at tl t ‘ point 
2») to carry a ton of coal 2,000 miles by rail. Hence, says Prof for plies l ‘ | ills 
t childish to compare the cost of transportation by * rail Coal Creek mines nluce t 8 3 send ar 
ETS THE BENEFIT OF CHEAP TRANSPORTATION 
nerce, and the world are ell enriched by it ; but those upon whom ] table 
are the producers and consumers, W hose stutfs and n land, and eqr ‘ elds of 
ted. Inthis case the farmer * has the deepest stake of all in the A a ‘ ‘ east 
juent writer. Whetber he sells his grain to his factor or his next t l kk Lar I s by j I 
ksthe same. Itis the price of produce in the great comm I coal of t tates i l 1 t : nel 1 I i 
ess the expense of getting it there, that regulates the price at home. | nessee Va uppre t ul I ‘ 
RESOURCES OF THE COUNT! eee nd actual ex] eee : ; , 
ifacture of iror I | us b i nalys t ( 1 im the 
whose natural outlet to the commerce of the country is cut off by valley, in ¢ pbell and And 1 Cou nesse ‘ il to the t You 
at Muscle Shoals comprises some tifty-six thousand square miles, | joghéeny coal of Pennsylvania. It is nov ito ta, Augusta 
r 1 Alabama, part of Middle Tennessee, all of East “ra ssee, and | Mempl und other t : wer ¢ on the 
f Georgia, Virginia, and North Carolina. The soil for the mo st agi Mississippi would never sufier f 8 I - ve 
cti and the staple agricultural prod nats Ove cotton, cereals, and | fre« W) 
In 1#76, according to the information furnished by J. b. Killebr com Che valley of eo Upper Tennessee 1 ount l to bet 
wriculture, State of Tennessee, the valley of a Tennessee, above ‘ ( ‘ : P Ni ‘ f such 
e Shoals, produced 7,099,564 bushels of wheat, 24,179,106 bushels of corn quality, iron ores of suc rity at ‘ stu firestone i 
ls of oats, 116,744 tons of hay, 62,974 bales of cotton, live stock of | ance, found so favora situated fe I t ndred miles the Tennessee 
f $27,771,909, and forest products of the panne 377,75. 0 een mounta ‘ ining ft bee l of ec i 
hority furnishes the following: ‘*The region drained by the Tet two to« 1 ckness, ¢ 
low the Muscle Shoals, embracing sane of Tennessee, Kentuck 
ind Mississippi, produced for the year 1876 the following: 1,429,612 SITES FOR N MA) ACT Es 
sof Vv at, 13,742,141 bushels of corn, 745,692 bushels of oats, 20,302 bales of ean t t erectic wes be found as iz 
“2 bales of cotton, live stock of the value of $16,281,661, and fores ) see Va etic t Shoals be removed at 1eap 
value of $74,970. 1 be t 0 Chis is not mere theory, but it 
p transportation to stimulate and encourage production the Tennesset ! erin t throughout this entire bel 
cht in a few years double these amounts | ’ 3 are ni in ce ‘ mn at 
ive capable of producing in great abundance, but they are not worked sburg ituated in the Dves Belt, and near t rennessee River 
st adva eon account of the lack of transportation to market, which Count With an open ri an old iron-master where $1 
vementat the Muscle Shoals would supply. The valley is well timbered : ested in iron-making during t) t decade i « ested in the 
red and post oak, ash, hickory, locust, birch, cherry, gum, black wal- | nex Lhe iron interest therefore demane 1 open river 
i cedar, holly, beech, white and yellow poplar, yellow and long-leat 
veral other kinds of not much value. | MA 
CLIMATE. | Quarries of red and whit ted and g s marble have been ope ned 
‘ iis valley is admirably adapted to all kinds of industrial pur = “ a ‘ aoe tage apne y a a a Pe daw ¢ aa ad ( f « ae 
i the most equable and pleasant in allthe South. According to | ,° oni ses f pa e a. ; aoe Me Ps sage ly leering get Ph wht 
vations made at the East Tennessee University under the direc on sone. szsntn” aegis 1 cnet ig | bd pi T tie i Si antes State 
United States Signal Service, at Knoxville, the mean te mperature for oe ert ee een eres kee eee eee es _— 
~ a} . a z : capitol in their interior decorations, | v nes ties 
the mean heat for the summer is 74°; the mean cold for the winter 
re maximum temperature is 91 average munimuin temperature is 2 ROC NG-SLATI 
DEVELOPMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES. Valuable quarries of roofing-slate might be open indred or more places 
the magnitude of the mineral resources in the upper valley and the | 1 the eastern tier of counties were their prod to cheap transport 





tary country that the strongest arguments for the improvement of 
essee River are derived. Even under existing unfavorable conditions and | : ys “te tac . - ha & 
\p transportation, the mining and manufacturing interests have become | ,, 1% Georgia, sixty or seventy miles from Chattanooga. on the line of the State 
ortance as to demand from the National Government a more vigorous | Railroad, are deposits of the finest building-stone and roofting-slate in the United 


















un of the work of improving the Tennessee River, especially at Muscle | >'@tes, a 1 as sandston of the most refractory natur ame a coe Meee les 
shoals. It is in this upper valley and adjacent tributary country, both in Alabama | ©®2not bear railroad transportation, but with an opén river will find their way to 
Georgia, where the iron, coal, and other minerals are found in such immeasur- | ‘he markets of the country 
A vy. The great iron areas traverse the bases of both the Cumberland LBA 
® Mountains. In fact, from one to three or more layers are found out There is a lead mine in Union County, on Powell’s River, which fills a nearly 
ng in the Dyestone belt skirting along the eastern base of the Cumberland | vertical fissure about twenty inches wide nearly horizont rock It was 
nor Wallen’s Ridge, spreading out from two to twenty miles in the valley | traced one mile by Dr. Satford, State geologist, who sa There is reason to 
rginia into Georgia and Alabama, including the Sequachee and Elk Val believe that the lode will improve farther down 
| 
> > | 
a aa BELT . } rhe production of ingot copper at t Ducktown Mines, Polk Coun n 172 
front and at the base of the Unaka Mountains. It reaches beyond the | was 1,466,847 pounds ; worth $302,038. Sit para s ha ween made 
of the State, from the northeast into Virginia, and to the southwest into | for an increased production rhe effect o g of these mine pon the 
sia. The outerops of this belt are very extensive, embracing all the eastern | wealth of the county has been ve reat 
counties. The Tellico ores, near the Chilhowee Mountains, are said to be of 
est found in this belt, a massive brown hematite. BENEFITS RES IN M THE IM! EMENT 
THE WESTERN IRON BELT | Draining a country possessed of such immense 1 rees, the Tennessee Ris 
| ' o iny be ree ‘ = OnE oO he w n cor < 
west of Nashville, near the Tennessee River, extending west into adjoining | a oo vec ane ‘ rat a t M scle Shoals 1 
t and northward it reaches Kentucky. The amount of iron in this valley | “CUP™ Y: Will a cee sects atten alate aaa wate tts 
t defies computation, and its proximity to the coal regions renders it addi- | valley is well illustrated in the ca oe ree ee a ee 
y valuable : - b rgh, ¢ int innati, New Orle ins, Su Le 8, al a Ss Paul depe 9 N oe 
* the ‘ ~ « ‘ t \ products, their commer , ‘ we al 
ere are over thirteen hundred miles of outcropping veins of iron ore cut through | for , . sae ag sotad te a " ~ i came causes that have « erated on the Ohio 
a ning the Tennessee River and its navigable branches. First, the two Rin - Bs ae oes te a > weaitle ©  ecaadt nv districts in Ohio and Penn 
is red hematite veins that persistently follow the eastern base of the | io = } oan aia peseanen aes iat he re in even a greater degree and only needit 
i entirely across the State cut through by the Tennessee at Chattanooga sy 1 he a ot , t vit ee a si ae Ter onan, tt oti in order 
all its northern branches above Chattanoo and extending southwest SO DO BIOBERS Into Aetiviby Dy tin : : ; 





to produce a transformation in the condition of the country similar to that which 

has taken place during the last thirt Upper Ohio and other rivers 
The opening of the river w ill bri rn central mineral States into 

more mutual relations with the nor n river States. It will per 





gh Wills Valley to the center of Alabama. The Tennessee River vein, of | 
minous red hematite, that follows the Tennessee River from Rockwood to | 
att ga, and runs down through North Georgia into Alabama at the east base 
0okout Mountain, follows the Coosa for fifty miles into Alabama. The White 





















‘ nen h « es of tra or heav ap commodities 
Mountain red hematite block ore, that is cut in two by the Clinch River at |) ntly — cmap vanes cs anceen a 7 a sly rich = pe an pe rn 

; 1, on the Knoxville and Kentucky Railroad, crosses the Tennessee five miles sue! ae eer re ee rot ae nt will « on the iron and coal business of this 
“ve Aingston then follows White Oak Mountain to the Hiwassee, crossing the — Se rha : the ms se te rd to foresee rhat the cost of iron production 
‘rriver five miles from its mouth, thence crossing the East Tennessee, Vir- | .)) one fo enone tes Sn wade : corld is the surest result of this im 

sinia and Georgia Railroad near Ooltewah, eighteen miles from Chattanooga, thence | tals cami ee ey ee 

ee Western and Atlantic Railroad near Ringgold, eighteen miles from | ! an 5 Sa ; 

Hattanooga, and thence extending through North Georgia and down the Coosa ADVANTAGES TAKEN BY BAILROADS. 

Siver Valley into Alabama. The “red clay’ vein of red hematite, that begins Commerce follows the course of navigable rivers by preference. Between Saint 

4 ee East Tennessee and crosses the south fork of Holston, in Sullivan County, | Louis and the cities on the Missouri all the heavy trade is done by river, though a 
¢ Wanta ga in Carter County, following near the Nolachucky and crossing the | railroad runs parallel with almost its whole length. These cities have been made 

arenek J Broad River eight miles above Knoxville, and ¢ rossing the Little Tennes- | great by their rivers more than by their railro uls, because these have served not 


avout ten miles from its mouth, the Hiwassee four miles above Charleston | only as means of communication with places not reached by rail, but also as checks 
and thence running through Bradle y County into Georgia. upon r ailroad companies. Louisville ships a car load of salt for a certain amount 
Also, the great brown he matite belt at the western foot of the Unaka chain of | by rail to Chattanooga, an inland town at present debarred from river communica- 
4ins, beginning at the head of the Holston and running southwestwardly | tior ‘Lowi sville ships the same car-load on one of her rail lines, for the same dis- 
Sane Tennessee and Georgia into Central Alabama; and finally the great chain | tance, running parallel with the Qhio River, at one-third the cost of the former 
ot magnetic, black oxides and red specular ores that begin in Virginia and run | simply because a boat will carry & at that price 













a a 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


TIME 
s early a day as the same can 
The sooner the work is done 
yy the cheap transportation thu 


growth in population and wealth, invariably the 


¥ must be app 


s directly atlect 


mmercial jntercomn cation between mining and 
iral peopl 
your mem 3 have not been able to sec 


icy are ce 


1 delay, but 


‘| duce a bill (S. No. 591) making an appropriation for a militar 


to introduce a bill (S. No, 588) to change the rank of Robert ¢ 
chanan, colonel on the retired list of the Army; which was 


twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 44 


Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained. | 


to introduce a bill (S. No. 559) to reimburse the State of On 
moneys paid by said State in the suppression of Indian } 
during the Modoe war in the years 1872 and 1873; 


which 


twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Ag 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 


in the State of Oregon; which was read twice by its title, 
ierred to the Committee on Commerce. 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave t 


1 


road from Ellensburgh, at the month of Rogue River, in the s 
Oregon, via the mouth of Illinois River, through Josephin 
son Counties, to Jacksonville, Oregon ; which was read tw 


* | title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


other 
n that true econom 


and the general owth of th 


e direct 
1 of the rth nation, al 
t an appropriation suthe. the Muscle Shoals 


nt session of Congress 


nt to finish 


respectfully submitted on behalf of the convention 
l. EK. McQOW AN, ¢ urm 
WILLIAM B. GAW, Tennes 
H. H. HARRIS, Alabama 
V 


REPORTS OT 


COMMITTEES 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Lam directed by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to which was referred the bill (11. R. No. 2013) 
eal disabilities of Charles L. 
report the same favorably. 


to remove the p liti- 
Scott, of Wilcox ¢ ounty, Alabama, to 
rhis gentleman was a member of Con 
gress in the prohibited times, and both Houses upon due examination 
passed a bill at the last think it was, for his relief, but 
through the lateness of time it failed to receive the signature of the 
President 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be pl vwced on the Calendar. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I report also, from the same committee, the bill 
(S. No. 316) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 8. Scott, of 
Wileox, Alabama. 


in the middle name. 


session, I 


This is the same gentleman, but there is an error 
l report it adv rsely for the reason that I have 
reported the House bill favorably. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be postponed indetinitely. 
Mr. HEREFORD, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 101) for the relief of Susan J. Berry, submitted 
diverse report thereon ; 


which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill wa 


as postponed indefinitely. 
Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on 


ferred 


Finance, to whom was re- 
izens of Massachusetts, praying the 
a law providing that 


a petition of cit assage 
hereafter no portion of the public lands 
ill either be sold or given away to individuals or corporations, and 

rtain portion thereof, as prescribed in the “ homestead bill,” 
to actual settlers, for which an annual rental shall 
discharged from its further consideration, and 


Committee on Publie 


set apart 
l, asked to be 


be referred to th Lands; 


HARRIS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 


l! (S. No. 256) for the relief of Israel 
which was « 

i Was p stponed indetinite ly. 

CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Public 

to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 388) for the relief of the 
icirs of the late William A. Burt, inventor of the solar compass, 
ulopted and used in the public surveys of the United States, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Claims, towhom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 33) for the relief of R. W. Corbin, and others, 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred tl 


Yount, submitted an 
dered to be printed, and the 


rae report thereon: 


suns, 


with respect to homestead entries on the public lands, reported it 


without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 


to introduce a bill (S. No. 586) to sell certain public lands to the | the Committee on Naval Affairs seem so adverse to considerilg 


Beatrice and Denver City Railroad Company, and for other purposes; 


Public Lands. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous consent | stand (without knowing anything about the Draper case, but 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S.No.587) for the relief of Edward 
H. Leib; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 





which was 


he bill (8S. No. 196) to further define the rights of persons | 


| question, although I think it the proper committee to 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on | 





Hic also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
bill (S. No, 592) for the relief of Captain P. A. Owen: 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committe: 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous consent obtain 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 


duce al 


Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
introduce a bill (S. No. 594) for the relief of William W. S;« 
assistant surgeon, United States Army; which was read tw 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtain 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 595) to further define and enla 
powers and duties of the board of health of the District of ¢ 
bia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the ( 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, | 
introduce a bill (8S. No. 596) to regulate the compensatio 
masters, and for other purposes; which was read twice by 
and referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Ro 

Mr. BLAINE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
introduce a bill (8. No. 597) to authorize the coinage of si 
and make the same a legal tender, and for other purposes ; w 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. BLAINE. This bill would naturally go to the Com: 
Finance, bat the committee having reported on this subje« 
merely move that it be printed and laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


mittee on 


Mr. GORDON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, lea 


| introduce a bill (S. No. 59%) for the relief of Samuel J. Gus 
| was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committes 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Gron 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
resolution (S. R. No. 15) tilling an existing vacancy in tl 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 

The message also announced that the House had passed t! 
ing bill and joint resolution ; in which it requested the cor 
of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1989) to authorize Spencer F. Baird, assist 
retary of the Smithsonian Institution, to receive fromthe Kk 
Sweden a diploma and medal constituting him a member of tl 


i duce a bill (S. No. 590) for the improvement of the Umpqua R 


JANUARY 23. 


593) granting a pension to Margaret 
Coloney ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the ( 


wegian Order of Saint Olaf, the same being a literary and scient 


organization ; and 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) authorizing Rear-Admiral J: 
Almy, United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the K 


| the Hawaiian Islands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. BECK, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Martha G. Vaughn and Louisa Jackman 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
L. J. DRAPER. 
Mr. President, the case of Runkle was ™ 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


fert 


Draper, which was referred to the Committee on Nav al Affairs; a 
as the Senate have decided to refer one case to the Committee 0! 


Judiciary, the other should take the same direction. I move 


| fore, that the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged tro 


} 


further consideration of the case of Draper, and that it be re! 


to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. THURMAN. 


the 
tlt 


inquiry. Jnasmuch as the other case is to be examine d by 


uae 
Ji 
| ciary Committee, the Senate having so referred it, and as I cy 


t 


} 


ere 


I shall not antagonize the motion inasmuch ‘ 


th 
the 


|to the Committee on the Judiciary, being similar to tlie case 0! 


said here on the floor) that the questions are almost identi al, I -— : 
not oppose the reference, although I do wish once more to enter My 
protest against the idea that the Judiciary Committee Is to cecls 


all the legal questions that come before the Senate. 
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AGT 





. VICE-PRESIDENT. The order now moved by the Senator 
Rhode Island was made by the Senate yesterday, but suspended 
absence of the Senator from Ohio. 


The 


Trois 


yn the = : P . i 
“Mr, THURMAN. Yes, sir. In a word, in my judgment, the Judi- 

--« Committee is formed for the purpose of considering questions 
th + relate to the judiciary and the judicial system and organiza- 


of the United States, all that relates to the organization of the 
courts, all that relates to crimes and their punishment, all that relates 
she practice of the courts. The consideration of nominations of 
‘marshals, district attorneys, and the like, and questions in 
‘wat to the amendments of the Constitution, all properly belong to 
+h. Judiciary Committee; but that every question which involves a 
jor] doubt or inquiry must go to that committee is very contrary to 
ny idea of its proper functions. I do not deny, however, that the 
senate may properly refer any subject that in its judgment it sees fit 
+» refer to that or to any other committee. The committees are the 
ts of the Senate, and if the Senate see tit to send any question 


servant om ° ‘ 
ommittee, however incongruous the thing may be, the Senate 
right to do it, and it is the duty of the committee to con- 


to at 


nas tl 


| 
the 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. There being no objection, the order of 
eference to the Judiciary Committee is entered by unanimous con- 
a EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I wish to say one word. The deti- 
ition of my friend from Ohio of the appropriate and natural juris- 
diction of the Committee on the Judiciary I agree to, but I do not 
think it is quite a perfect definition. It has been the constant prac- 
tice of the Senate, at any rate since its foundation, to send to that 
\ittee questions of law for consideration and report, although 
they may arise upon matters that have no connection with the judi- 
al department of the Government of the United States. It is | 
most every day’s practice. Of ceurse it is perfectly competent for 


wry 





the Senate to change its practice and do something else; but it has 





happened a hundred times within my recollection. Once I remember 
particularly on a post-office appropriation bill when it was pending 
ere in the Senate under consideration not long since, three or four 
sessions ago, a post-oflice appropriation bill was under consideration, 
in which was an item of appropriation that involved the question of 
the legality of the action of the Department in connection, I think, 
h the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, in carrying mails to Japan, 
or somewhere ; and the Senate, upon consideration, decided that, that 
volving purely a question of law, although the facts arose in the 
st-Otlice Department, the Judiciary Committee should be called 
pou to examine the question, and report what it thought the law 
cht to be on the point that was presented, and it was done. That 
sonly one illustration. I mention this merely to guard in the future 
gainst what my friend has said being taken as an absolute and total 
lelinition of what it may be proper to call upon that committee or 
any other committee todo. I am sure the Senate, if it has paid atten- 
tion to the course of the committee, will have observed that we are 
not eager for jurisdiction, because every week, more or less, you will 
observe that we report bills, asking to be discharged, which appear to 
have been referred to us inadvertently, the questions of law in them 
being merely incidental to some question of administration. 
REMOVAL OF NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 
Mr. SARGENT. I move to take up for consideration the bill 
S. No. 493) to provide for the removal of the Naval Observatory. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
The bill was reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs with 
amendments. 
The first amendment was, in line 4 of section 1, after the word 
“members” to insert “ one of whom shall be from civil life.” 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the whole context read, so 
as to understand what it is. 
The Cuter CLERK. So that as amended the section will read : 
That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, directed to appoint a com- 
ission censisting of three members, one of whom shall be from civil life, whose 
ty it shall be to select a site within the District of Columbia for the United 
Mates Naval Observatory, 
The amendment was agreed to. 
rhe next amendment was, in line 10 of section 1, after the word 
“receiving ” to insert the words “and approving ;” so as to read: 
Che Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving and approving the 
report of said commission, to purchase said site, to accept such plans as he may 
m most suitable for the construction of the observatory ond its appropriate | 
| 
} 





ugs, and to proceed with the erection of the same. 
ihe amendment was agreed to. 
rhe next amendment was, in section 2 line &, after the word“ act” 
insert “‘exeept for the cost of plans ;” so as to read : 
And no expenditure shall be made under this act, except for the cost of plans, 
- complete plans for improvements have been prepared and approved, the exe- 
“ation of which shall not exceed the amount therein cppropeiated. 





Mr. PADDOCK. There are so many amendments proposed by the 
committee and the bill isin such an incongruous condition that I 
Suggest it had better be printed with the amendments and lie over 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. SARGENT. The bill has been printed with the amendments, 
and several days ago I called the attention of the Senate to the bill, 
stating my intention to call it up in the morning hour, and called 


ee 





attention also to the elaborate printed report which accompanies the 
bill. Every amendment is printed except one that I propose to offer. 
We have acted now on all the amendments reported by the commit- 
tee, I think. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I should be very glad if the Senator would con- 
sent to let it lie over until to-morrow. Ihave an idea that I may 
wish to offer an amendment myself in reference to the location of an 
ovservatory. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator please indicate his amendment ? 
I intend myself to explain the bill at some length, and while I am 
doing that the Senator may send for the bill,examine it, and prepare 
his amendment. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I have not yet fully digested the amendment that 
I may wish to propose, and indeed I desire some information from 
officers and professors connected with the observatory before I offer 
itatall. I bave already had some communication with those gentle- 
men; the correspondence is still proceeding, and is as yet unfinished. 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire to do everything that is reasonable to ac- 
commodate the Senator and the Senate. This bill is most urgently 
called for by the condition of things at the observatory ; and by sci- 
entific gentlemen all over the United States it has been very strongly 
petitioned for. If Senators will glance at the report they will see 
that there ought to be no delay in passing this bill through Congress 
in order that the lives and health of those who are performing im- 
portant and useful service at the observatory may be saved. ‘They 
are now in peril. Most valuable lives have been lost, and lost within 
a year, by theinsalubrious surroundingsof thisobservatory. Further- 
more, the fogs arising from the river obscure the telescopes so that 
the heavens are often entirely concealed and the important work otf 
the observatory is stopped. Under these 
ought to pay early attention to it. 
extremely dilapidated condition. It has not been painted for ten 
years. You can kick the bricks out of the walls. The wood-work is 
falling into ruin, and the whole concern is really, except in the useful 
work that it does, a disgrace to the American people. Under these 
circumstances it seems to me that I am not too urgent in asking the 
Senate to proceed with the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I understand the truth of the Senator’s state- 
ment, and realize the importance of early action in regard to this 
important matter; but I suggest that one day will make but very 
little difference, and I hope the Senator will consent to let the bill lie 
over until to-morrow. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator please indicate the nature of the 
amendment he wishes to propose ? 

Mr. PADDOCK. I think I may safely say that it is in serious con 
templation by the officers in command of the observatory to recom 
mend the selection of a site in the West for an additional observa 
tory. They are now considering that question, I think since this bill 
has been introduced. Since it was requested that this change should 
be made they have been seriously considering whether it might not 
be well, in connection with this measure, to provide for still another 
observatory in the western part of the country, where the atmospheric 
obstructions are less than they are here,and in the interest of science 
it might be most important that one should be located there. 

I do not desire to antagonize this bill, and do not know that the 
amendment which I propose could now be well and properly consid 
ered; but at the same time I should be glad if the bill could lie over 
to give me an opportunity to confer with the Secretary of the Navy 
and the officers of the observatory in respect to the matter. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. While Lam satistied that the observatory ought 
not to stay where it is, lam not sure but that this billis going a little 
too fast, considering the condition of the country and the state of the 
Treasury. It involves the expenditure of $300,000 certainly, and 
probably nearer a million when it is through. I| think, therefore, 
that the true thing to do at this present time would be to appoint the 
commission provided for in the bill, with instructions to select a 
proper site and report to the President of the United States in season 
that their report might be submitted to the next session of Congress, 
with a statement of the price at which a site can be obtained, which 
would enable us to estimate whether it ought to be beught at that 
price, or if it ought not to be bought at that price, to take the usual 
and necessary measures for condemning it at its real value for the 
public use. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Why not have the report at this session? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

Now, as this bill stands, if this commission select an acre of ground 
on the top of the hill here or out by the Soldiers’ Home, or wherever 
is the fit and best place, up to $300,000, although the property may 
not be worth fifty, the Secretary of the Navy is directed to purchase 
it; and of course the owner fixes his own price, and up to $300,000 
he can fix it. Ido not think that is safe; 1 do not think it is right. 

Mr. SARGENT. The Senator will allow me to interrupt him. We 
have just adopted an amendment requiring the approval of the Sec- 
retary of the report. He is not directed to act on the report unless 


circumstances Congress 
The observatory itself is in an 


he approves it, and he certainly will not approve it improperly in 
view of another provision of the bill requiring that the whole cost 
of the land and the improvements shall not exceed $300,000, and that 
not a dollar is to be spent for anything except for the plans until 
after the plans and the ascertained price of the land will bring the 
whole within $300,000. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. May Iask if any amendment has been adopted | tory. We have enough matters to fight about in whic 
except that in italics in section two on that subject? | feeling may arise. I am sorry it arises in any. 

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir; in line 10 of section 1, the words “and Mr. PADDOCK. The suggestion of my friend from Ohio se 
approving” are put in after the word “receiv ing,” so as to read : me to be quite unreasonable and unjust toward myself— 

The Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving and approving the | Mr. THURMAN. I do not hear the Senator. 
report of suid commission, to pure hase said sit« Ax Mr. PADDOCK. I do not understand how it is that th 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, Mr. President, but that is capable of two cannot hear. Iam sure everybody else in the Chamber does, 
interpretations. This commission is to select a site, and the guide in | _, The suggestion of the Senator from Ohio that I have sought 
the selection of that site is to be that “which shall possess relatively that which might lead to sectional feeling seems to me to 
the advantages of healthfulness, clearness of atmosphere, and con- absurd for notice. I said nothing that would leave any room 
venience of access from the city of Washington.” It then proceeds: | ©V¢T for such an inference ; I said nothing whatever against this} 

Che Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving and approving the I said that some of the scientists who are connected with the ob) 
report of said commission, to purchase said sit ' tory have had under consideration whether it might not be wel 

The commission are not charged with any inquiry into the reason- — a ee observatory in the far West, on the plai 
ableness of the p! ice that the owner chooses to put on his land; they pe : amps, of a0 trans-! sssourt country, ata point which might 
are only to consider the fitness of the place in reference to the public | COMPTOMISe vetween the climatic ms atmospheric conditions of 
use to which it is to be devoted. That being ascertained they are to mountain and ocean districts of this country, where there ar 
report as they ought to, and that ought to be the only question in climatic and atmospheric obstructions, where, the altitude being 


h Sect ic na 


ie Senat 


their report; because for a matter of high public importance like gente, ase consequence the air is more clear, more rare, aud {e. 
this, if the owner of the estate asks more for it than he ought to | ‘ istur ved, admitting of more correct, more careful observatio; 
have it ought to be taken from him by process of law. meteorological phenomena; for these and other reasons that it u 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator allow me a moment more? 1 | be im the interest of science that something of that kind should 
te Mead te in pencil and propose to offer this additional done; and it was with that view that I asked that the bill migh: 


sean oe - ifter tl ord * Wea Saal ” laid over, to consider whether the establishment of a second obse: 
amendment, to come in atte he wo Vashiz on: t 


. —_ tory might not be a most necessary and proper thing to do: at | 
\n other advantages as -e a I have thought and do still think that it is a subject worthy of » 
careful consideration, and if action shall be had on this }il] 
shall certainly call the subject up again for the consideration of + 
Senate. 

I shall interpose no further objection tothe passage of the bill 
i is insisted upon. 

Navy shall be satistie hat the price at which the site can be ob- Mr. THURMAN. If the Nebraska tribe desire a second observa 
tained is a reasonable one. .. | Lam sure I have no objection to their having a second ora third 
Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator prepare that amendment? I will fourth . but that is no reason for remov ing the observatory fro 
certainly accept it. District of Columbia, which was established here as a natio: 

servatory a long time ago. 


because I am very much in favor of this removal, though I think, Mr. PADDOCK. I have not thought of such a thing, so fa 
considering the state of our money, we night put off the expenditure 


t to limit the ideratic utirely to healthfulness, clear- 
sof atmosphere, and ‘ ace ; 

Mr. EDMUNDs. { t] ling is to be put in this form and to be 

done now, it ought t ntain aspecilic provision that before any- 


thing isdone upon the subject except inquiry the Secretary of the 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Then there is another thing I want to suggest, 


am concerned, 

of the money for a year possibly. I think that, considering the im- Mr. THURMAN. 
portance of this subject, it would be much better to direct the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to select a commission of three members, and let their 
report be made to the President, and let the chief officer of the Gov- 
ernment, with the aid of the Secretary of the Navy, which of course 
he invokes, take the responsibility of fixing this location and being 
satistied that the price of it is reasonable. But I merely make that 
suggestion now because I see the matter is going on. 

Mr. SARGENT. Ido not know that I have any particular objec- 
tion to that suggestion. It might be well, perhaps, to have the high- 
est responsibility it is possible to obtain. The question pending, I 
believe, is op the other amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move, in order to obviate the objection sug- 
gested by the Senator from Vermont, to issert in line 11 of section 1, 
after the word “site,” these words: 





Then I cannot understand why the Senator : 
jected to the consideration of the bill, unless he wants to mov 
amendment for a second observatory at the national expense, an 
do not think that anybody desires that; I am sure I do not. O 
enough to be maintained by the Government, and others may lx 

| to those learned institutions and the patronage of the States w 
have already made the observatories of the United States a su 
of pride, of admiration, and of usefulness. We have one in Oh 
there isa great observatory in Massachusetts; there is another 
New York; there is one in Michigan. They are building a great: 
my friend from California says, in his State; and there is no danger 
at all that there will not be enough of them. But this one is t 
national observatory. It is one charged with certain duties that 
other observatories cannot perform, certain duties for the use of t 
Navy of the United States and for the commerce of the United States 
that other observatories cannot be expected to perform. One is 

If the same can be obtained for what in his judgment is a reasonable price. enough of this kind, and I do hope that there will be no objection | 

I had occasion to visit the observatory one night last fall, and I | taking measures that shall remove this observatory from a si 

was very much struck with the unsuitableness of the site and the | Most sickly _ in the whole District of Columbia and ou 
dilapidated condition of the building. Iwas so much impressed with | most unsuited perhaps for such an institution. : 
it that in a few days afterWard I introduced a resolution instructing A word now in respect to the expense. I believe Tam about as 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to inquire into the propriety of remoy- | ¢conomical as anybody on this floor, but I am willing to aneur ta 
ing the observatory to a more eligible site. I made that motion en- | D©cessary expense for this purpose. I am w illing that this bill — 
tirely from my own impression, without having consulted with a | be guarded in every possible way so that the expense shall not | 
human being upon the subject. It, however, attracted some atten- | t00 great. The amendment that I have offered removes, I think, the 
tion, and I very soon received communications from gentlemen in no | Cbjection made by the Senator from Vermont. W ith that amend 
way interested in the observatory otherwise than as men of science | Ment, I do not see why this bill might not pass. If other Senators, 
and men who have the interest und honor of the country at heart. I | however, think that some previous investigation beyond that mac 
have laid before the Senate some of those communications, not one of | by our Naval Committee, beyond the recommendation of the Secre- 
them from any officer connected with this institution, but all from men | tary of the Navy, beyond the opinion of every man who Has eve 

among the most eminent scientists in the United States, in all quar- been on duty at that observatory—if Senators still think that a 
ters of the Union, and who speak, many of them, from personal knowl- | B€cessary to inquire, so be it. For myself I am satisfied with t 

edge. The committee have carefully performed the duty that was | Wanimous testimony of every man who has ever served at tha 
assigned them. A subcommittee, as I understand, of the Naval Com- | 8ervatory that that is no place for such an institution; I am satis 
mittee visited the observatory to judge for themselves; andthe report | With the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy; aud la 
that has been laid upon our table and printed shows, if seems to me, | thoroughly satisfied after the careful investigation made 

conclusively, if anything can show, the propriety of removing the | Naval Committee. : é 
observatory from its present site. Mr.EDMUNDS. Mr. President, if there is no amendment pen 

Now, sir, I suppose there is no Senator here who is opposed to the | to this bill . : + 
maintenance of a National Observatory. To say nothing about the The \ ICE-PRESIDEN r, There is an amendment reported 
encouragement to science which a great nation like this can well | Committee on Naval Affairs not yet disposed of. — 

afford, the practical importance of that observatory to the commerce | Mr. EDMI NDS. Then I will state what I wish to mov ’ 
and navigation of the United States will repay all the cost of the insti- | hope it will meet the unanimous approval of this body, anc 
tution; and whoever will take the trouble to look into the reports | get the whole thing done at this session. I propose to mak 
that have emanated from that institution will be surprised, perhaps, | Tead simply thus: 
to find how useful it has been and how high is its estimation in the That the President be, and he is hereby, directed to appoint, by any! Wh 
opinion o.f the scientitic people not alone of the United States but of | 2¢vice and consentof the Senate, a commission, consisting of three mem 


os : | duty it shall be to select a site within the District of Columbia for the | on 
the world. States Naval Observatory ; such site shall possess relatively the advantage 
Mr. President, I was a little pained to hear the suggestion of the | healtbfulness, clearness of atmosphere, and convenience of access from the _ 
‘ > . . . . " inc yr estimate » tote xpense 
Senator from Nebraska that he had an amendment to remove this | Washington, and report fully thereon, including estimates of the total ex} 


observatory out to the plains beyond the Mississippi. Now Ido hope | the present session of Congress. ae 
that there will be no such sectional feeling as that over the observa- We all agree, I think, that the observatory ought not to be where 
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it is and ought to be somewhere else in this District. The question, 
therefore, is to select the proper spot, which three intelligent gentle- 
von can do in a week, and then report to Congress where that spot 
eae price at which it can be o tained, with an estimate of the 
stall expense. If it is a spot that is satisfactory to Congress, as un- 
‘oubtedly it will be, the question then will simply be one of ex- 
vense, If the proprietor asks what is fair, provision can be made for 
tts yurchase. If he does not, provision can be made for condemning 
it. “Then we shall not be obliged to spend any money until we know 
what we are doing. F 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, while the observatory no doubt can 
be placed in a better position than it is now, though it answered all 
the purposes of the Government at a time when we had far more 
commerce and a better Navy to be watched over than we now have, 
vet, until some bill is prepared somewhat in accordance with the 
view of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs] I shall feel con- 
strained to vote against any measure on this subject. 

We have now to consider the interests of a people clamoring for 
the reduction of taxes in every possible form, and the only answer 
that is made to their just demands is that the Treasury is bankrupt, 
that no reduction can be made and no relief be had, because of the 
absolute necessities of the Government owing to the falling off of 
revenues by tariff or internal taxation. While complaints are earn- 
estly made that reductions ought to be had, that answer is deemed 
by the Department conclusive. The Secretary of the Treasury in his 
last annual report just laid before us, says that, with the present 
income derived from the present taxation there will be a deficiency 
at the close of the year of over $11,000,000. We have now going on, 
under the War, the Navy, and the other Departments of the Govern- 
ment, buildings in the process of erection which, according to the 
estimates, will require the following sums: under the War Depart- 
ment, 87,900,000; buildings under the Treasury Department, over 
$5,000,000; buildings under the Navy Department, over $2,000,000 ; 
and all these vast expenditures have to be made at a time when tax- 
ation is bearing perhaps more onerously than ever before. 

Besides, if this bill is passed in its present form it will do in this 
case just as all former bills for public buildings have done, involve a 
cost of any amount that the managers cee fit to make it cost. I served 
in the other House, under the distinguished Senator from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. DAwes,] in the Appropriation Committee, when we 
limited in every form the New York post-office to, I think, $3,000,000. 
It had hardly passed the basement story before the money was gone. 

Ve gave them $2,000,000 more, and passed another law prohibiting 
them by every penalty possible going beyond it. They expended 
amounts far beyond that,and I do not know what the cost of that 
building has been; it was somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$8,000,000 when I last heard of it. We limited the Boston post-office 
toa million and a half, and we passed all sorts of laws to keep them 
down to it, and it had exceeded $3,000,000 before I left the House ; 
perhaps it is much more than that now. 

If the authority given by this .bill to any body of men is not so 
guarded that we know in advance what the land wall cost, what will 
be the exact expense of the buildings, and have contracts made be- 
forehand, instead of $300,000, as the bill proposes, you will find that 
millions will be expended before the object has been finally effected. 
That has been the experience of all that class of work according to 
my understanding; and when I heard the Senator from Vermont 
urging that there should be a preliminary report, that Congress should 
know what should be expended before it gave authority to anybody, 
I not only acquiesced in what he said, but I shall never vote for the 
bill until something of that sort is inserted, even if I do then, which 
in the present condition of industries, taxation, and expenditure, I 
think extremely doubtful. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky thinks 
that, as the observatory has served since about 1840, it will still 
serve in the future. Since that time the Kidwell Bottoms have been 
uncovered ; since that time the malarial influences of the Potomac 
have enormously increased. In fact, as I am told, they scarcely ex- 
isted at all at that time. Now they are so bad as to be dangerous to 
the health and lives of those whom we put at the observatory. We 
send our officers there and assign them to that duty. They are as 
much compelled to go there as if we sent them to the cannon’s mouth. 
It requires more courage to stand the malarial influences at the ob- 
servatory than it does to charge in battle, and those influences, that 
malaria is growing worse and worse year by year. There is uniform 
eee to this effect by medical officers in the service and out 

Mr. MERRIMON. What increases the miasma ? 


the rains falling carry down the sediment into the river, and it settles 
along in the shallow places, making them more shallow, until finally 
settling there with the high tide, when the tide falls it leaves an 
exposed bank, and in the summer and fall months when the heats 
are great the malaria arises from the decomposing vegetation. This 
is so in the Potomac and in other rivers, as many Senators know. I 
wish to call the attention of Senators to the fact that the committee 
do not act upon their own judgment in this matter; but carefully 
collected the opinions of medical officers. Medical Director George 
Clymer testifies from nearly eight years’ experience, during which he 
had medical charge of the naval officers and their families at Wash- 
ington, that * the location of the observatory is unheathful, caused 
by the malaria from the shores of the Potomac, from which no arti- 
ficial means will secure it.” 

Medical Director Charles D. Maxwell, who served two terms at the 
observatory, states— 













Frequent cases of malarial fever occurred among the officers, more especially 
those engaged in night observations. The families of the superintendents resid- 
ing at the observatory suffered most severely, the effects of which can even yet 
be observed in some cases. The ground on which the buildings stand has a sub- 
stratum of red sand, porous, and consequently unhealthy. The miasmata from 
the adjacent marshes, wafted by the prevailing southwest and southeast winds, 
penetrate every crevice, and the dense fogs from the shores of the Potomac so en 
velop the entire hill as to render at times observation impossible. I therefore 
consider the observatory, with its surroundings, eminently unhealthy and un 
suited for the purposes intended, and that its removal to some more eligible height, 
westward of the city, is not only desirable but necessary. 









Medical Inspector Philip S. Wales also testifies to the same fact. 
Dr. Grafton Tyler says the same thing. He is not in the service. 
Dr. Alexander Y. P. Garnett, an eminent physician of this city, states: 







During the years of 1849 and 1850 I was assigned to the duty of attending the 
officers stationed at this post, and had ample opportunity to observe the pernicious 
effects of the malaria which invested that locality. When we consider the imme 
diate proximity of the low marshes stretching along the river at the base of the 
hill upon which the observatory is situated, together with the recognized fact that 
marsh malaria most usually manifests its effects at the nearest eminence from its 
paludal source and to the leeward of the prevailing wind, we can readily understand 
why this locality has always been, and will continue to be, subject to malarial 
fevers. The truth of this statement you can at once verify by obtaining the ex- 
perience of those officers who have resided at the observatory during the last 
quarter of a century. 










Professor M. Yarnall—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask a few moments in order to finish my re- 
marks, if not to dispose of the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Not to do anything further than to finish the 
Senator’s statément. I will consent to that, and that is all. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. SARGENT. Professor Yarnall gives instances of the death of 
some of the brighest officers of the service who were stationed at 
this observatory. He says that the death of Admiral Davis, if not 
directly caused, was hastened by the malarious influences surround- 
ing him at this observatory. The testimony is abundant and con- 
clusive upon tbat matter. No one can examine it without being 
satisfied that scientific men, ample and able judges of the matter, 
are unanimously of the opinion that it is sacrificing the lives of the 
oflicers of the United States whom we station there to continue the 
observatory in that place. Their nerves are shattered by this ma- 
laria, making their observations less reliable. The fogs, other men 
not doctors, state, come up and envelop the observatory sometimes 
so that at a very critical period of the observations the instruments 
are rendered entirely useless. And yet in spite of this the commit- 
tee show by this report that the scientific magazines of Europe give 
more space in their columns over a series of years to the observa- 
tions and useful work of this observatory and the discoveries which 
have been made there and to its great contributions to science than 
to those of almost any other observatory in the civilized world. 

This observatory has the great work of the Nautical Almanac 
in its hands, upon the accuracy of which depends the safety of our 
commerce allover the globe. The scientific work of this observatory 
cannot be undervalued. Certainly the cenditions surrounding the 
observatory should be favorable to its execution. 

The Senator from Kentucky considers that the Government should 
go into liquidation, that it is in a condition of bankruptcy, or that 
we are not to do a necessary public work because some extravagance 
has taken place in the construction of the New York custom-house 
or some other public building. If any law is necessary to prevent 
extravagance J will go with that Senator or any other Senator for 
the purpose of preventing it by law; but Iam not prepared to believe 
that this nation of forty million people, with great resources, although 
: there may be temporary depression in business, as there is over the 
Mr. SARGENT. On account of the gradual filling up of the flats | whole world at the present time—I am not prepared to believe that 
of the river, being covered at high tide and uncovered at low tide, | this people are unable to carry out the ordinary operations of Gov- 
and the prevailing winds blowing the concentrated efiluvia upon the | ernment, to make the ordinary and necessary appropriations to dis- 
observatory here. That is the cause of it. charge its functions. I did not think so even when a war was strain- 

Mr. MERRIMON. Is that worse now than formerly ? ing every nerve of the Government. At that time we finished this 

Mr. SARGENT, Immensely worse, and getting worse year by year; | Capitol, made all our ordinary appropriations, not on a scale of extrav- 
~S destructive of life. ; a agance, but on a scale of reasonable expenditure. I think the people 
eae IS, of West Virginia. What is the cause of its getting | of the United States expect us to make reasonable and decent appro- 

en priations; and I do not believe there is an intelligent constituency 


wih, SARGENT. On account of the filling up of the flats, a process | in the land, informed of the facts, who would say that under the cir- 
deh goes on in nearly all rivers, especially where there is an extant | cumstances set out in this report, represented by scientilic men from 


of agricultural country drained. Where the plow turns upthe earth | all parts of the country, recommended by the exeentive otlicers of the 
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United States, recommended by a committee of the Senate who have 
carefully examined the facets, this relief ought not to be granted. 

I will not take up the time of the Senate because the morning 
hour has expired, but I give notice that J will call up this bill again 
the first morning hour I have the opportunity. Ido not know but 
that it may be well to have further report according to the plan of the 
Senator from Vermont. 
tee do not, feel any pride of authorship in this bill. 


We simply de- 
sire that the observatory be removed at a moderate and proper cost 
to some place where its useful labors can be carried on without imper- 
ling the lives of those who perform this labor. 

Mr. BECK. 
could he not with propriety ascertain precisely where would be a 
proper locality and what would be the cost both of the purchase of 
the land and the construction of the building before we are called 
upon to pass such a bill? Would it take long to do that? 

Mr. SARGENT. I suppose it might be done, but I should like to 
make this suggestion to the Senator: of course there should be some 
competition among bidders for the purpose of cheapening the price 
to the Government of the land which is to be acquired. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to the Senator from California that 
possibly it might be a good place to locate it on the Soldiers’ Home, 
the title to which the United States already has. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
in that direction 
to tu 


which 





If we would designate the particular spot we want 
before having some understanding in reference to the price at 
we could get it, it would go up on your hands, and then you 
would have to resort to legal proceedings. Competition among bid- 
ders, however, who have lots equally eligible, would probably bring 
down the price even more than it would be appraised at by a court, 

Now, with regard to locating it at the Soldiers’ Home, I think there 
are several eminences there which would be well adapted for the 
purpose, and perhaps it is not too far from the center of the city of 
Washington; but a doubt has been suggested which I should like to 
resolve, whether the title to that land is suflic iently vested in the 
Government of the United States, so that we would have a right to 
direct the erection of any building upon it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would be a matter of inquiry, of course. 

Mr. SARGENT. J will not take up the time of the Senator from 
Missouri, who is entitled to the floor on another matter. 


EULOGIES ON SENATOR BOGY. 


Mr. COCKRELL submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: . 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That 12,000 
copies of the eulogies delivered in the two Houses of Congress upon the late Lewis 


V. Bogy, late United States Senator from the State of Missouri, be printed, 4,000 for 
the use of the Senate and 8,000 for the use of the House of Representatives; and 
that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed the portrait of Mr. Bogy to 
accompany the same 

EULOGIES ON SENATOR MORTON, 


Mr. MCDONALD submitted the following resolution ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That 12,000 
copies of the eulogies delivered in the two Houses of Congress upon the late Oliver 
P. Morton, late United States Senator from the State of Indiana, be printed, 4,000 
for the use of the Senate and 8,000 for the use of the House of Representatives ; 


and that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed the portrait of Mr. Morton 
to accompany the same 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


Phe following bill and joint resolution from the House of Represent- 
atives were severally read twice by their titles, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1989) to authorize Spencer F. Baird, assistant 
secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, to receive from the King 
of Sweden a diploma and medal, constituting him a member of the 
Norwegian Order of Saint Olaf, the same being a literary and scien- 
tific organization; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) authorizing Rear-Admiral John J. 
Almy, United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

PAYMENT GOVERNMENT 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over as unfinished business 
of the session of Monday last the resolution submitted by the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. MATTHEWS, ] upon which the Senator from Missouri 
[ Mr. COCKRELL ] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, it is seldom that I consume the val- 


OF BONDS. 


uable time of the Senate in any lengthy discussion of the various sub- | 


jects considered and acted upon by the Senate. I have no intention to 
consume unnecessarily the time of this body now, but a sense of duty 
to my State, my constituents, our whole country, and to myself, impels 
me to beg the indulgence of the Senate that 1 may submit my views 
of the law and facts involved in this resolution of the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. MATTHEWS] and also touching the payment of the national 
debt. 

If Iean establish by the law and undisputed facts that a bond 
issued on the Ist day of July, 1877, for the express purpose of carry- 
ing out the provisions of the act of January 14, 1575, entitled “An 
act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” can be paid, 
principal and interest, in silver coin of 412} grains weight, nine-tenths 
tine, to the dollar, without violation of public faith or derogation of 
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Certainly I do not, and I know the commit- | 


| 


| answer by the United States setting up their rights to pay t] 


| tine, to the dollar, 
Before the Senator from California sits down ILask him | 


The observatory should be located somewhere | 


| States on said July 14, 1870, at the pleasure of the United Stat 





| issued since as well as prior to July 14, 1870, are likewise 
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the rights of the public creditor, then it follows that al] ot) 


ler bonds 


} 
iv pp 


just . 


able in such silver coin. 
In order to ascertain the exact questions of law and of fact 
touching these bonds, I have prepared and will submit to tho hi . 
court of national honor and public faith of which we hear so n nal’ 
petition on the part of the bondholder, as plaintiff, against the Uyi:, 
States, as defendants, demanding payment in gold alon And 


Sat 


principal and interest, in silver coin of 4124 grains weight, le 
and a replication by the bondholder denying , 
right and setting up his reasons for demanding gold alone. [| , 
then consider the questions of law and facts in issue and ah 
decision of the high court of national honor and public 
The petition is as follows: 
“* BONDHOLDER, PLAINTIFF, \ 
against (In the High Court of Natio; 
THE UNITED StTaTEs of AMERICA, { Honor and Public Faith, 
defendants. 


“ Bondholder, the plaintiff, states that the United States of Amer 
defendants, in pursuance and by virtue of the provisions of an ac; 
Congress entitled ‘An act to authorize the refunding of the nati 
debt, approved July 14, 1870, amended by an act approved Januar 
20, 1271, in consideration of the sum of $50 in gold coin of the standay 
value of the United States paid by the plaintiff to the defendants 
did, on the Ist day of July, 1877, duly issue and deliver to this 
plaintiff their certain bond designated and called ‘4 per cent. eo 
sols of the United States, sealed and executed by the duly autho: 
ized oflicers of the United States, dated on July 1, 1577. A 
therein and thereby the United States of America acknowledy 
themselves to be indebted to the bearer, this plaintiff, in the su: 
$50, and obligated themselves to pay to the bearer, this plaintit 
the sum of $50 in gold coin of the standard value of the United 


all 


4 


after the Ist day of July, A. D. 1907, with interest thereon in s) 
coin from the day of the date thereof at the rate of 4 per cei 
per annum, payable quarterly, on the Ist day of October, Januar 
April, and July in each year, the principal and interest being exen 
from the payment of all taxes or duties of the United States as we! 
as from taxation in any form by or under State, municipal, or local 
authority. : 

“ Plaintiff states that said bond has long since matured and becom: 
payable according to its terms, and that the United States hay 
refused to pay said principal sum, or said interest, or any part 
thereof in said gold coin of the standard value of the United States 
on said July 14, 1870. Wherefore this plaintiff demands judgment 
against the United States of America for said sum of $50 in gold coin 
of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1570, with 
all the said interest thereon in such coin. 

* BONDHOLDER, Plaintiff.” 

The answer of the United States to this petition is as follows: 

“ BONDHOLDER, PLAINTIFF, | 
against {in the High Court of National 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Henor and Public Faith. 
defendants. 

“The United States of America, the defendants, for answer to the pe- 
tition of Bondholder, the plaintiff, admit that in pursuance and by 
virtue of the provisions of an act of Congress, entitled ‘An act to 
authorize the refunding of the national debt, approved July 14, 1°70, 
amended by an act approved January 20, 1971, in consideration 
the sum of $50 in gold coin of the standard value of the United States 
paid by the plaintiff to these defendants, the United States ot 
America tlid, on the Ist day of July, 1877, duly issue and deliver to 
the plaintiff their certain bond, designated ‘4 per cent. consols o! 
the United States,’ dated on said July 1, 1877, and therein and ther 
acknowledge themselves to be indebted to the bearer, the plaintit 
in the sum of $50. 

“These United Statesof Americaexpressly deny that they therein 0! 
thereby obligated themselves to pay to the bearer, the plaintit, thr 
said sum of $00 in gold coin only, of the standard value of the United 
States on said July 14, 1870, with interest thereon in such gold cou 
alone, as charged in the petition. 

“ These United States admit that they have refused to pay said pri 
cipal sum or said interest, or any part thereof, in said gold cot 
solely of the standard value of the United States on said July 1, 
1-70, as charged. ae ; 

“These United States deny that plaintiff is entitled to jadgme! 
against these defendants for said sum of $50, in gold coin only © 
the standard value of the United States on said July 14, lov), wilt 
any interest thereon in such coin as demanded in the petition. 

“These United States, for further answer, state the facts to | 
said bond herein sued on is in words and figures as follows, to wi! 


‘1877 


ye that 


Four per cent. consols of the United States. 1s 
‘Principal and interest payable in coin. 
(50) 
‘At the Treasury of the United States. 7 
‘ The United States of America are indebted to the bearer in the sum 0 
Fifty Dollars. “1h 
* 7115. , ae 
‘ This bond is issued in accordance with the provisions of an act of Congres* ° 








red “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt, approved July 
‘ ar amended by an act approved January 20, 1871, and is redeemable at the 
hee of the United States after the Ist day of July, A. D. 1907, in coin of the 
ee vd value of the United States on said July 14, 1870, with interest in such 
stain the day of the date hereof at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, payable 
wvly. on the Ist day of October, January, April, and July, in each year. The 

rine ipal and interest are exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties of the 
| red States as Well as from taxation in any form by or under State, municipal, 
> local authority. 
“Washington, July 1, 1877. 






‘§. J. MILLARD, 
‘Register of the Treasury. 
‘Act of Jaly 14, 1870.’ 


«These United States for further answer state that the law of the 
United States authorizing the issue and sale of said bond was ap- 
roved July 14, 1870, as stated in the face of said bond, and the first 
Potion thereof is in words and figures as follows, to wit: 


‘That the Seeretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue, in a sum or 
sums not exceeding in the aggregate $200,000,000, coupon or registered bonds of the 
ited States, in such form as he may prescribe and of denominations of $50 or 
some multiple of that sum, redeemable in coin of the present standard value, at 
the pleasure of the United States, after ten years from the date of their issue, and 
jearing interest, payable semi-annually in such coin, at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
appum; also & sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate $300,000, 060 of like 
honds, the same in all respects, but payable, at the aleasure of the United States, 
after fifteen years from the date of their issue, and bearing interest at the rate of 
4 per cent. per annum; also a sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate 
si eno 000,000 of like bonds, the same in all respects, but payab ©, at the pleasure of 
the United States, after thirty years from the date of their issue, and bearing in- 
terest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum; all of which said scveral classes of 
bonds and the interest thereon shall be exempt from the payment of all taxes or 
duties of the United States, as well as from taxation in any form by or under 
State, municipal, or local authority; and the said bonds shall have set forth and ex- 
»ressed upon their face the above-specified conditions, and shall, with their coupons, 
. made payable at the Treasury of the United States. But nothing in this act, 
or in any other law now in force, shall be construed to authorize any increase what- 
ever of the bonded debt of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to sell and dispose of any of the bonds issued under this act, at not 
less than their par value for coin, and to apply the proceeds thereof to the redemp- 
tion of any of the bonds of the United States outstanding, and known as 5.20 
bonds, at their par value, or he may exchange the same for such 5.20 bonds, par 
for par; but the bonds hereby authorized shall be used for no other purpose what- 
soever; and a sum not exceeding one-half of 1 per cent. of the bonds herein au- 
thorized is hereby a to pay the expense of preparing, issuing, adver- 
tising, and disposing of the same.’ 

“as found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 16, page 272, 

“And that the law of the United States amending said act of July 
14, 1870, and referred to in the face of said bond, was approved Jan- 


uary 20, 1871, and is in words and figures as follows, to wit: 


‘Anact toamend an act entitled “ An - authorize the refunding of the national 
ebt.” 


‘ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the amount of bonds authorized by the act 
approved July 14, 1870, entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the refunding of the national 
debt,” to be issued bearing 5 per cent. interest per annum be, and the same is, 
increased to $500,000,000, and the interest of any rae of the bonds issued under 
said act, or this act, may, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, be 
made payable quarter-yearly: Provided, however, That this act shall not be con- 
strued to authorize any increase of the total amount of bonds provided for by the 
act to which this act is an amendment. 

‘Approved January 20, 1871.’ 


“as found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 16, page 399. 
“These United States, for further answer, state that on the 14th day 
of January, 1875, the Congress of the United States enacted a law to 


provide for the resumption of specie payments, in words and fig- 
ures following, to wit: 


‘An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments. 


‘Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author- 
ized and vequived, as rapidly as practicable, to cause to be coined at the mints of 
the United States silver coins of the denominations of ten, twenty-five, and fifty 
cents, of standard value, and to issue them in redemption of an equal number and 
amount of fractional currency of similar denominations, or, at his discretion, he 
may issue such silver coins through the mints, the subtreasuries, public deposita- 
ries, and post-oftices of the United States; and, upon such issue, he is hereby au- 
thorized and required to redeem an equal amount of such fractional currency, until 
the whole amount of such fractional currency outstanding shall be redeemed. 

‘Sec. 2. That so much of section 2524 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
as provides for a charge of one-fifth of 1 per aent., for converting standard gold 
bullion into coin is hereby repealed, and hereafter no charge shall be made for that 
service, 

‘Src. 3. That section 5177 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, limiting 
the aggregate amount of circulating notes of national-banking associations, be, anc 
is hereby, repealed; and each existing banking association may increase its cir- 
culating notes in accordance with existing law without respect to said aggregate 
limit; and new banking associations may be orgamized in accordance with exist- 
ing law without respect to said aggregate limit ; and the provisions of law for the 
withdrawal and redistribution of national-bank currency among the several States 
ani Territories are hereby repealed. And whenever and so often as circulating 
notes shall be issued to any such banking association, so increasing its capital or 
circulating notes or so newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to redeem the legal-tender United States notes in excess 
ouly of §300,000,000, to the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of national-bank 
notes so issued to any such banking association as aforesaid, and to continue such 
redemption as such circulating notes are issued wntil there shall be outstanding 
the sum of $300,000,000 of such legal-tender United States notes, and no more. An 
on and after the Ist day of January, A. D, 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
redeem, in coin, the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding on their pre- 
sentation for redemption at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States 
in the city of New York in sums of not less than $50. And to enable the Secretary 
. the Treasury to prepare and provide for the redemption in this act authorized 
: required, he is authorized to use any surplus revenues, from time to time, in the 
an asury not otherwise percents, and to issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less 
jaa” par, in coin, either of the Geceriptions of bonds of the United States described 
in the act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled, “An act to anthorize the 
— of the national debt,” with like lities, privileges, and exemptions, to 

© extent necessary to carry this act into full effect, aud to use the proceeds thereof 
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for the purposes aforesaid. And all provisions of law inconsistent with the provis 
ions of this act are hereby repealed. 

‘Approved, January 14, 1875.’ 
“as found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 18, page 296. 

“And that the bond sued on and herein copied was issued for the 
purposes of said act, approved January 14, 1875, and expresses upon 
its face the ‘ qualities, privileges, and exemptions’ specified in the act 
approved July 14, 1870, as required by said act of January 14, 1875. 

“These United States further state that on the 18th day of Janu- 
ary, 1837, the Congress of the United States enacted a law entitled 
‘An act supplementary to the act entitled “An act establishing a 
mint and regulating the coins of the United States,” approved Janu- 
ary 18, 1837,’ which repealed all prior laws inconsistent therewith ; 
and that section 8 of said act provided— 

‘That the standard for both gold and silver coins of the United States shall here- 


after be such that of one thousand parts by weight nine hundred shall be of pure 
metal and one hundred of alloy.’ 


“And that section 9 of said act provided— 

‘That of the silver coins the dollar shall be of the weight of 4123 grains; the 
half dollar of, the weight of 206} grains; the quarter dollar of the weight of 103% 
grains; the dime, or tenth part of a dollar, of the weight of 41} grains; and the 
half dime, or twentieth part of a dollar, of the weight of 20§ grains ; and that dol- 
lars, half dollars, and quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes shall be legal-tenders 
of payment according to their nominal value for any sums whatever.’ 

“as found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 5, pages 
137, 138, and following. 

“These United States further state that by an act of Congress en- 
titled ‘An act amendatory of existing laws relative to the half dol- 
lar, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime, approved February 21, 1853,’ 
the weight of the half dollar was reduced to 192 grains and the quar- 
ter dollar, dime, and half dime reduced to correspond with said half 
dollar; and said coins of such reduced weight were declared ‘legal 
tenders of payment for all sums not exceeding $5,’ as found in vol- 
ume 10, United States Statutes at Large, page 160. 

“These United States further expressly state that the silver dollar of 
the weight of 412} grains and of the fineness of nine-tenths,as provi- 
ded for in said act of Congress approved January 18, 1837, was on said 
July 14, 1870, a coin of the standard value of the United States, and 
a full legal tender of payment for any and all sums whatever, ac- 
cording to its nominal value, and its coinage to any amount, without 
restriction or limitation, at the mints of the United States, fully au- 
thorized by law and so continued up to February 12, 1573. 

“These United States, for further answer, state that by an act of 
Congress entitled, ‘An act revising and amending the laws relative 
to the mints, assay-oflices, and coinage of the United States,’ approved 
February 12, 1873, found in the United States Statutes at Large, vol- 
ume 17, pages 424 and following, the authority of the officers at the 
mints of the United States to coin silver into a dollar of 4124 grains 
standard weight and nine-tenths standard fineness, which had existed 
by law in full foree without restriction or limitation from said Jan- 
uary 18, 1837, up to said February 12, 1873, was withdrawn and ab- 
rogated, and by virtue of the provisions of said act approved Febru- 
ary 12, 1573, the silver dollar of 4124 grains, nine-tenths tine, cannot 
be coined at the mints of the United States. 

“These United States further state that section 13 of said act, 
approved February 12, 1873, provides ‘that the standard for both 
gold and silver coins of the United States shall be such that of one 
thousand parts by weight nine hundred shall be of pure metal and 
one hundred of alloy,’ and that said section 13 only continued in 
full force and effect the said section 8 of the act of January 18, 
1837, in the same words, as before-quoted, and thereby fixed the 
same standard weight and standard fineness for both gold and silver coins, 
and which has therefore been continued from said January 18, 1837, 
up to the present time. These United States further state that by 
section 1 of an act of Congress, entitled ‘An act concerning the gold 
coins of the United States and for other purposes,’ approved June 
28, 1834, and published in volume 4, United States Statutes at Large, 
pages 699 and 700, it was provided— 

‘That the gold coins of the United States shall contain the following quantities 
of metal, that is to say, each eagle shall contain 232 grains of pure gol and 253 
grains of standard gold; * * * each half eagle and each quarter eagle shall 
contain, respectively, one-half and one-fourth part as much asthe eagle; * * * 
such eagle shall be of the value of ten dollars; * * * the half eagle and quar- 
ter eagle to be of the half and one-fourth part of said eagle in value, respectively ; 
and the said gold coins shall be yuvsbeahie in all payments when of full weight, 
according to their respective values; and when of less than full weight at less 
values, proportioned to their respective actual weights.’ 

“And that by an act of Congress entitled ‘An act to authorize the 
coinage of gold dollars and double eagles,’ approved March 3, 1549, 
it was provided— 

‘Sec. 1. That there shall be from time to time struck and coined at the mint 
of the United States and the branches thereof, conformably in all respects to law, 
and conformably in all respects to the standard for gold coins now established by 
law, coins of gold of the following denominations and values, viz: double eagles, 
each to be of the value of twenty dollars or units, and gold dollars, each to be of 
the value of one dollar or unit. 

‘Sec. 2 That for all sums whatever the double eagle shall be a legal tender 
for twenty dollars, and the gold dollar shall be a legal-tender for one dollar.’ 

“And that by virtue of said sections of said acts the gold coin of the 
standard weight 25.8 grains and standard fineness nine-tenths to the 
dollar was ‘ coin of the standard value of the United States’ on suid 
July 14, 1870, with unlimited legal tender power. 

“These United States further state that by section 14 of said act 
approved February 12, 1573, it was provided— 

‘That the gold coins of the United States shall be a one-dollar piece, which, at the 
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rains shall be the unit of value; a quarter eagle or two- 

a half eagle or tive-dollar piece, an 

5-4 ur piece, and a double eagle or twenty-dollar piece, and the stand 
i 


ht of the gold dollar shall be 25.4 grains’— 


a three-<lollar piece 


“And the standard weight of the other pieces to correspond there- 


NY 


6 standard weight and limit of tolerance provided in this act for the 


“And that by section 15 of said act, approved February 12, 1873, it 
was provided 


rhat the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half dollar 
or fift it pleee, a quarter dollar or twenty-five-cent piece, 
pies ind the weicht of the trade-dollar shall be 420 grains troy; the weight of 
the half dollar shall be twelve grams (grammes) and one-half of a gram, (gramme ;) 
the quarter dollar and the dime shall be 
weight of said half dollar 


vVaiue for an 


respectively, 
and said coins shall be a legal tender at their nominal 
y amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment.’ 


“Thus changing the weight of the half dollar, as fixed by said act 
of February 21, 1853, at 192 grains to 192.9 grains, and the weight of 
the quarter dollar from 96 grains to 96.45 grains, and of the dime from 


35.4 grains to 35.55 grains. 


“And that by section 17 of said act of February 12, 1873, it was | 


further prov ided— 


‘That no coins l, silver, or minor coinage, shall hereafter be issued 
from the mint other than those of the denominations, standards, and weights herein 
set fort. 


either of col 


“These United States further state that, by section 67 of said act 
of February 12, 1873, it is provided— 

‘That this act shall be known as the “coinage act of eighteen hundred and seventy 
three ml all other acts and parts of acts pertaining to the mints, assay-oftices, 
and coinage of the United States inconsistent with the provisions of this act are 
hereby tepealed: Provided, That this uct shall not be construed to affect any act 


done, right accrued, or penalty incurred wader Jurmer acts, but every such right is 
hereby saved 


“And these United States expressly state that the silver coin of 4123 


grains, nine-tenths line, to the dollar—thestandard weight and fineness | 


fixed by act of January Is, 1837, and continued by act of February 
12, In73—was ‘coin of the standard value of the United States on 
said July 14, 1870,’ and ever since has been and now is ‘a coin of 
the standard value of the United States,’ with unlimited legal-tender 
power, and that the said proviso in section 67 of said act of February 
12, i873, has expressly saved and continued in full force every ‘ right 
acerued under former acts’ to said silver coin of 4124 grains, nine- 
tenths fine, to the dollar, and that the said ‘right,’ so accrued and 


saved and continned to such silver coin, includes its ‘standard value’ 


as a dollar and its ‘unlimited legal-tender power’ in payment of 
all sums at its nominal value. 

“These United States further state that by virtue of the provisions 
of the laws aforesaid ‘ coin of the standard value of the United States 
on said July 14, 170, fixed by law with unlimited legal-tender 
power consisted of gold, 25.8 grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the 
dollar, and of silver 412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

“These United States further state that bondholder prior to and at 
the date of the purchase of said bond had actual and legal notice of 
the provisions and requirements of all the aforesaid acts of Congress, 
the laws of the land ; and that the said laws of July 14, 1870, amended 
by act of January 20, 1571, and of January 14, 1875, authorizing the 
issue and sale of said bond, and without which said bond never could 
have had existence, expressly provided and required that said bond 
and all other bonds issued thereunder shall be payable, redeemable, 
‘in coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1n70, and ‘shall have set forth and expressed upon their face the 
above-specified conditions ;’ and that in pursuance of the explicit 
provisions and requirements of said laws the said bond has set forth 
and expressed upon its face the said condition that it is redeemable 
‘in coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870.’ 


a » United States expressly charge th: » ‘said July 870,’ ow 2 : “rete . 
lhese United States expressly charge that the ‘said July 14, 1870, | the coin in which it pays its obligations below that it demanded ai 


was and is the precise and definite time fixed by the plain words of 
the said laws authorizing the issue of said bond, and set forth and 
expressed upon the face of said bond itself in plain words, and 


expressly agreed upon by and between the bondholder and these | 


United States for the settlement, the determination, of the kind of 
coin and of the standard weight and fineness and the standard value 
of the coin with which and in which the bond, principal and inter- 
est, is payable. 

“These United States further state that by the terms of the laws 
authorizing the issue of said bond, and by the plain words of the 


bond itself, the solemn written obligation between these United | 


States and said bondholder, and about the meaning and construc- 
tion of which there can be and there is no doubt, patent or latent, 
these United States have the indisputable right, authority, and privi- 
lege, in law and in equity, in morality and common honesty, toredeem 
and pay off the said bond, principal and interest, either in gold coin 
of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in silver coin of 4124 
grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

“And these United States now tender to the plaintiff, bondholder, 
the principal sam and interest, as specified in the bond, in silver 
coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870, to wit, in silver coin of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dol- 
lar, in full payment and satisfaction of said bond, and assert that 
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such payment in such coin is a perfect compliance with the 
ions of the laws authorizing its issue and with the terms oj 
itself and with all known and recognized principles of , 
henor and public faith. 


© a legal tender in all payments at their nominal valac when | 


a dime or ten-cent | 


one-half and one-fifth of the | 


| bondholder admits that, in a mere technical, legal sense, the sj\; 
| dollar of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, was on said July 14, [=> 
coin of standard value of the United States, with full legal-teyq, 








| in circulation and contemplated by both parties as the mec 


pro 


‘ 


at) 
“THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATFEs 
The replication of bondholder to this answer is as follows: 


“ DONDHOLDER, PLAINTIFF, 
against | In the High Court of Nasi, 
Tue Unirep Srates OF AMERICA, f{ Honor and Public Fait) 
defendants. j 


“Bondholder, the said plaintiff, in reply to the answer of the U; 
States, admits that his bond is correctly copied in the 
and admits the passage of the several acts of Congress, as state 
the answer; and that the sections and portions of said several a 
purporting to be copied, are correctly copied and quoted. 1 


power and without restriction upon its coinage, and so continued 
to February 12, 1873, and that said act of February 12, 1- 
gated the authority to coin such a silver dollar, and such si 


~ 
io, 
] 
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lar thereafter ceased to be a coin of the United States; and that, 


said July 14, 1870, the standard weight and fineness of the gol 
was 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

“This bondholder denies that the silver coin of 412} grains, yj) 
tenths fine, to the dollar, since the passage of the act of Fel 
12, 1873, has been or now is a coin of the standard value o 
United States, with unlimited legal-tender power, as charged in 


’ 


a 


tin . 


answer 


4 


ver dol- 


TO 


answer, and denies that the proviso in section 67 of said act has 


saved the right accrued under former acts to said silver coin or t) 
the right saved by said proviso includes its standard value as a 
or its unlimited legal-tender power. 


“This bondholder admits notice of the provisions and requirements 
of all said laws and that said bond contains the words quoted jy 


- i 
said answer. 


This bondholder denies that said July 14, 1e70, was 1 


is the precise and definite time fixed upon for the determination of 
the coin and tbe standard value of the coin wherein said bond js 


payable. 


Bondholder denies that the United States have the right 


in good faithand morality and as a matter of public policy, to pay said 


| bond in silver coin of 4124 grains, nine-teuths fine, to the dollar, o1 


tender to or to require bondholder to accept payment of said bond 
such silver coin, or that such a payment in such coin would le 


compliance with what was contemplated by the parties at the tin 


this bondholder bought and paid for said bond in gold coin alon 
with national honor or public faith. This bondholder, further rep 
ing, insists that the United States must pay him the principal 
interest of said bond in gold coin alone, of the standar 


4 


25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, and,in support of hisright! 


such payment in such gold coin alone, begs to quote the exact lang 
of the distinguished Secretary of the Treasury of the United Stat 
his annual report to the second session of the Forty-tifth Congr 
and in his language to state that— 

‘Silver dollars have not been in circulation in the United States since | 
since 1853 fractional silver coins have been in circulation and a legal tend 
for limited sums, and have not been contemplated as the medium of payu 
since any considerable portion of the outstanding bonds were issued. 


“And that— 


‘On the 19th of June, pending the subscriptions, the Secretary informed the : 
ciates,in an oficial letter, that, as the Government exacts in payment for t 
honds their face valuo in gold coin, it was not anticipated that any suture | 
tion of Congress or any action of any department of the Government woul s 


tion or tolerate the redemption of the principal of these bonds or the payment 


the interest thereon in coin of less value than the coin authorized by 
time of their issue, being gold coin. 


And the general confidence of the pubic t 


so just a principle of good faith would be observed by the Government no coi 


largely coutributed to the success of the loan. Whatever policy the Govert 
may adopt at any time in its system of coivage, it should not reduce the \ 


1 received. 
Secretary earnestly urges Congress to give its sanction to this assuraice.’ 


“This plaintiff, relying upon the act of Congress of Febroars 
1873, omitting the authority to coin silver dollars of 412} pt 


nine-tenths fine, and making the gold dollar of 25.8 grains, ui 


tenths fine, the unit of value, as quoted in defer dant’s auswer; ¢ 


also upon the official statements and assurances of the honorable | 

Secretary of the Treasury, the agent of the United States; and als 
upon the enlightened policy, the national honor, and the public tai 
ot the United States, bought and paid for said bond in gold « 
alone, which was the only coin in circulation, and now demands jay- 
ment in gold coin alone, and refuses to accept payment in silver 

of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, not now authorized | 
be coined at any mint of the United States, and avers that the mar- 


ket or commercial value of the silver in the silver dollar of 4 
grains, nine-tenths fine, is less than the gold dollar; and avers, ! 
language of the same distinguished Secretary— 


‘If the market value of the silver in the new coin (meaning the silver « 
412} grains, nine-tenths fine) is less than the gold dollar, a forced payment 1n th 
coin (referring to said silver dollar) is a repudiation of a part of his deb! 
saving that would thas be made is atterly insignificant compared with t 
done to the public credit. And even as to bonds issued prior to February 1, ! 
public policy an | enlightened self-interest require us to pay them in the « 

fam of payments. 


in ¢ 


Tne 














“And that— 

joes not become a nation like ours to avail itself of the market depreciation of 
ti rain a small saving by the payment of silver dollars instead of the coin 
ed when the bonds were issued.’ 


It 


A 





eont Ta pasde 
“This bondholder, in further support of his demand for payment in 
alone, and as an estoppel to the attempt of the United States to 
in silver dollars of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, quotes the exact 
p nage of the distinguished Chief Executive officerof the United 
States used by him in his message to Congress in December, 1377, 
when referring to the payment of the bonds of the United States, as 
follows: 

\1] the bonds that have been issned since February 12, 1873, when gold became 
+), only unlimited legal-tender metallic currency of the country, are justly paya- 

cold coin or in coin of equal value. During the time of these issues the only 


me . s > 
that could be or was recePved by the Government in exchange for bonds was 


} 
rol 10 


‘oki dollar. To require the public creditors to take in repayment any dollar | 


cas commercial value would be regarded by them as a repudiation of the full obli- | 



















































resumed. The bonds issued —_ to 1873 were issued at a time when the 
old dollar was the only coin in circulation or contemplated by either the Govern- 
ment or the holders of the bonds as the coin in which they were to be paid. It is 
far better to pay these bonds in that coin than to seem to take advantage of the 
unforeseen fall in silver bullion to pay in a new issue of silver coin thus made so 
ich less valuable. The power of t i 1 

value thereof ought never to be exercised for the purpose of enabling the Gov- 
rament to pay its obligations in a coin of less value than that contemplated by the 
arties when the bonds were issued. Any attempt to pay the national indebted- 
ss in a coinage of less commercial value than the money of the world would in- 


I 
th 








elit. ; : : i 
“An adherence to the wise and just policy of an exact observance of the public 


pational debt to an amount exceeding $20,000,000 per annum, and effect an aggre- 
gate saving to the United States of more than $300,000,000 before the bonds can be 
fully paid.’ 

“And now this bondholder respectfully and confidently submits 
that, although the words of the laws of the United States authoriz- 
ing the issue of said bond, and the words of the bond itself, can be 
interpreted in a strictly technical and legal sense to favor the view 
that said bond, principal and interest, ‘is redeemable in coin of the 
standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1570, as claimed 
by the United States in their answer, yet, in view of the said acts of 
February 12, 1873, and of January 14, 1875, and of the official state- 
ments and assurance of the distinguished Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States, and of the distinguished Chief Executive of 
the United States, as herein quoted, the United States of America, 
a great and enlightened nation, will not now tarnish its national 
honor and impugn its public faith and abandon its heretofore wise and 


attempting to pay said bond in the depreciated and demonetized sil- 
ver dollar of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine. 

“And therefore this bondholderdemands payment in gold coin alone, 
and that by the jugment of this high court of national honor and 
public faith payment in such gold coin alone may be enforced. 
“BONDHOLDER, Plaintiff.” 
What are the admissions in this case and the questions in issue ? 
The admissions are— 

First. It is admitted that Bondholder paid in gold for his bond. 
Second. It is admitted that the bond is truly co; ied in the answer. 
Third. It is admitted that the dates of the laws authorizing the 
issue of the bond, and relating to the gdld and silver coins, are cor- 
rectly given in the answer, and the quotations and extracts from said 
laws, in said answer, are correct. 

Fourth. It is admitted that “coin of the standard value of the 


legal-tender power, consisted of silver of 412} grains weight, nine- 


line, to the dollar. 
Fifth. It is admitted that by the act of February 12, 1873, known 


412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar was abrogated, and 
since that date no such silver dollar can be coined. 

_ the questions put in issue by the denials of Bondholder are three 
in number, as follows: 

It is denied by Bondholder— 

First. That the silver coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, to the 
dollar has been since the act of February 12, 1873, or now is a coin 
of the standard value of the United States with unlimited legal-ten- 
Ger power, 

It is denied by Bondholder— 

Second. That said July 14, 1870, was or is the precise and definite 
time fixed by law and by the bond for the determination of the coin 
and the standard value of the coin wherein said bond is payable. 

It is denied by Bondholder-— 

Third. That the United States have the right in good faith and 
morality, and as matter of public policy, to pay the bond in silver 
coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in any other 
than the gold coin of the value paid therefor, notwithstanding the 
mere legal efiect of the words of said laws and said bond; for the 
following six reasons, to wit: 

First. Because the said silver dollars have not been in circulation 
as money in the United States since 1837, and were not at the time 
of his purchase of the bond; and at that time the gold dollar was 
the only coin in circulation or contemplated as the coin in which said 
bond was to be paid. 


Second. Because the act of February 12, 1873, demonetizing the 


1e United States to coin money and to regulate | 


- ve a violation of the public faith and work irreparable injury to the public | 
ar 


faith will enable the Government rapidly to reduce the burden of interest on the | 
| ary 12, 1873, made no change in the standard value of the gold coins, 


just policy and inflict a fatal blow to its enlightened self-interest by | 


United States on said July 14, 1870,” fixed by law with unlimited | 


as the “coinage act of 1873,” the authority to issue a silver coin of | 








tenths fine, to the dollar, and of gold of 25.8 grains weight, nine-tenths | 
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| said silver dollar led the purchaser of the bond thereafter issued to 


expect payment in gold coin alone. 

Third. Because the power of Congress under the Constitution to 
coin money and regulate the value thereof ought never to be exer- 
cised to enable the Government to pay its obligations in a coin of 
less value than that contemplated when the bonds were issued. 

Fourth. Because the public assurances of the officials of the Gov- 
ernment when negotiating the sale of the bonds that they should be 
paid in gold alone, which was paid for them, led the purchasers to 
expect payment in gold alone. 

Fifth. Because it is far better for the people, as a matter of wise 
and just policy, to pay the bonds in gold alone, and will be a sav ing 
to them of millions of dollars by reducing the rate of interest on the 


| public debt by funding in bonds bearing a lower rate of interest. 


Sixth. Because to force the bondholder to accept in payment of his 
bond any dollar of less commercial or market value than the gold dol- 
lar, which he paid for his bond and which was the only coin then 
authorized by law with full legal-tender power, would be regarded 
as a repudiation of the full obligation assumed and would involve a vio- 
lation of public faith and would tarnish the national honor. 

I will now consider in order the three questions put in issue by the 
denials of Bondholder and the six reasons given under the third ques- 
tion. 

First. The act of February 12, 1873, prescribed and continued in 
full force in almost the very same words “the standard for both gold 


| and silver coins” fixed by the act of January 18, 1837, as shown by 


the extracts from each of said acts before quoted. The act of Febru- 


nor did it make any change in the standard value of the silver coins. 
It wholly omitted any mention of a silver dollar of 412} grains, nine- 
tenths fine, but did not alter, change, or modify its standard value or 
the standard value of 4124 grains, nine-tenthstine, ofsilver. From Jan- 
uary 18, 1837, up to that act the standard value of a silver coin of 4124 
grains standard weight and nine-tenths standard fineness had been 
one dollar of one hundred cents invested with unlimited legal-tender 
power in payment of all sums. The proviso in section 67 of said act 
of February 12, 1473, expressly saved and continued in full force every 
right which had accrued under former acts—the act of January 14, 
1837—and this right, so saved and continued, which had accrued to the 
silver coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, was its standard value as 
a dollar and its unlimited legal-tender power, and by virtue thereof 
the said silver dollar of 4124 grains, niue-tenths fine, has continued to 
be and now isa coin of the standard value of the United States with 
unlimited legal-tender power. 

In support of the fact established by the law, that said silver coin 
of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, is still a coin of the standard value 
of the United States, and was and is a dollar with unlimited legal- 
tender power, I cite the open, notorious, published, and known acts 
of the Government and its Treasury officials. By article 1001 of the 
revised regulations relating to the collection of customs, issued and 
published by the Treasury Department, January 1, 1°74, in a bound vol- 
ume entitled “ Customs Regulations, 1374,” page 483, it is provided: 

Silver dollars of the United States other than tho trade-dollar, though no longer 
coined or issued, are receivable for duties at their nominal vue in unlimited sums. 

Silver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, coined previous to 
April, 1853, are receivable for duties at their nqminal value in unlimited sams 

Silver trade-dollars, also silver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, 
coined since April 1, 13853, are receivable for duties in amounts not exceeding $5 in 
one payment. 

I turther cite article 2099, being a regulation of the Treasury De- 
partment, issued and published in a circular letter of February 6, 1575, 
by Charles I’. Conant, Acting Secretary, addressed to the surveyor of 
customs, Saint Louis, Missouri, in which it is said: 

In reply, you are informed that the silver dollars of the United States, other 
than those known as ‘“trade-dollars,” will be received for payment of cuties on 
imports to any amount whatever. 

Thus the open, published, and everywhere known acts of the Gov- 
ernment and its officials have proclaimed that this silver dollar of 
4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, is a coin of standard value of the United 
States, with unlimited legal-tender power. These regulations were 
issued and published since the act of February 12, 1873, was passed, 
and under section 3009 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
which reads: 

All duties upon imports shall be collected in ready money, and shall be paid in 
coin or in United States notes payable on demand, anthorized to be issued prior to 
the 25th day of February, 1862, and by law receivable in payment of public duces 

These regulations and this law manifested to all persons the inten- 
tion and understanding of the Government in determining what coin 
was under the law. 

Now, Mr. President, it has been stated that although the standard 
value of silver coin as a dollar and its unlimited legal-tendes power 
were not taken away by the act of February 12, 1873, yet they have 

been taken away by the Revised Statutes. Now, I assert positively 
that the Revised Statutes do not affect, directly or indirectly, the old 
silver dollar of 412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine, issued prior to 
the passage of the act of February 12, 1873. The Revised Statutes 
are simply a compilation of the existing laws in force at that time. 
| Section 15 of the act of February 12, 1573, has the precise language 
in it which section J586 in the Revised Statutes has. It has addi- 
tional words, but these words contained in section 3556 are taken 
verbatim from section 15 of the act of February 12, 1473: 





That the silver coins of the United States shall be atrade-dollar,&c. * * * 





ns shall be a legal tender at their nominal value for any amount not 


A © payment 
Jom Bays: 


f the United States shall be a legal tender at their 
nt not exceeding > in any one payment. 


nominal 
arcu 
h means simply, can only mean, “the silver coins now aut hor- 
ized to be issued by law,” and the language does not affect silver 
coins Which had been issued prior to that time and under prior laws. 
In regard to the second denial of the bondholder the second ques- 
tion in dispute. 


Second. The act of July 14, 1870, says the bonds issued thereunder | 


shall be “redeemable in coin of the present standard value,” which 
ean only mean the “said July 14, 1870,” the date of the approval of 
the act. And the bond itself is equally explicit in its plain words, 
which say, “ redeemable in coin of the standard value of the United 
States on said July 14, 1570.” To every unprejudiced mind it must 
be as apparent as the unclouded sun in meridian that “ said July 14, 
1570,” was and is the precise, the specific, the detinite day and year 
the time fixed by law and by the bond and by the parties—the Gov- 
ernment and the bond-purchaser—for ascertaining, deciding, and 
unalterably determining the coin and its standard weight and fine- 
ness to the dollar and the standard value of the dollar meant by the 
word “dollar” in the bond, and in which the dollar promised to be 
paid by the bond shall be payable. 

Said time was so fired in the interest and for the benefit, advantage, 
and profit of the bond-purchaser and to induce him to purchase the 
bond by inspiring in him a moral certainty and an unshaken conti- 


dence that every dollar, principal and interest, named in the bond | yeisht, nine-tenths fine, was worth 103.63 cents, or over $I 
£ . - ‘ . as >. Oe MS, . ane 


would be paid in a coin dollar of silver or gold of a fixed, certain, 


and unchangeable weight and fineness, and not subject to the ordi- | 


nary fluctuations of market or commercial value or purchasing power, 
and pot even subject to change or alteration by the sovereign power 
of Congress, 

With this precise time fixed by law and by the bond the bond- 
purchaser knew the exact weight and fineness of the silver or gold 
coin called “a dollar” in his bond, and in which his bond would be 
paid; and that, although Congress, influenced by the whims or prej- 
udices of the people or in the exercise of its just coustitutional 
power, might lawfully declare a coin of gold 25.8 grains, nine-tenths 
line, or a silver coin of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, to be of the 
standard value of $2 or $1.50 or any other sum greater or less than 
dl, yet such act of Congress could not affect the dollar of his bond. 

The bond-purchaser knew that the dollar named in his bond, and 
thereby promised to be paid to him, was a silver coin of 412} grains, 
nine-tenths fine, or a gold coin of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths tine, un- 
changeably fixed, sure and steadfast and reaching into all futurity. 

The Government and the bond-purchaser knew what had been 


done by Congress touching coins, and that Congress had, by act of | 


June 


Zs, 1834, reduced the weight of the gold coin from 27 grains to 
».8 grains and its fineness from 916% parts to 899.225 parts to the 


—— 


dollar, and had again, by act of January 18, 1837, changed its fine- 
ness from 899.225 to 900, or nine-tenths; and that Congress had also, 
by act of January 18, 1837, reduced the weight of the silver dollar | 
from 416 grains to 4124 grains, and changed its fineness from 892.4 
to 900, or nine-tenths, and had made like changes in the fractional 


Bliver 

To remove all donbts and uncertainty as to what Congress might 
do and as to what might be the policy or the interest of the Gov- 
ernment between the time of the issue of the bond and its payment, 


eons. 


the words of the law and the words of the bond, the solemn written | 


obligation, fixed the time for determining the coin, its weight and 
lineness to the dollar, and fixed the weight and fineness of every 
dollar named in the bond. The silver coin of 412} grains weight, 
nine-tenths fine, is the equivalent of every dollar named in and 
promised to be paid by the bond. Of this there can be no doubt. 
Under the third question in issue, the bondholder gives six specitic 
reasons why his bond should not be paid in silver and why it should 
be paid in gold alone. 

Let us consider each of these reasons in their order. 

First. As to the first reason assigned, 

These are mere assertions, and are not correct, either in fact or in 
law. The same assertions are in the amendment propesed by the 
Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDS. ] 
near as facts, and are paraded before the public in the press, notably 
so in a leading editorial in the New York Herald of January 16 
headed “ Senator EDMUNDs on silver,” in which is this expression : 

By requiring the whole revenue from customs to be collected in gold the Govern 


ment has maintained an active relation between its fiscal operauers and coined 
money, but nove of that coined money was silver. 


I have already proved by the record and rules of the Treasury De- | 
partment that “customs dues” have been payable in silver, even in | 
silver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, coined prior | 


to April 1, 1553. Why are such reckless assertions made ? 


The 


people will yet learn the facts as they are, not as they are recklessly | 


asserted to be. 
Mr. KERNAN, 
est government when it demonetizes a coinage, if there are coins of 
that kind in circulation, always receives them in payment of its own 
debts, That was so as to the coin in England when they no longer 
made it a legal tender; the government itself put the loss on the 
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| gold dollar. Silver dollars of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, were wor 


They are heralded far and | 


o | 


May I ask the Senator, is it not true that every hon- 
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government, on the whole people, not on individuals, by saying t}, 
would receive it though they would not pay it out. a 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, it has not been the poli 
United States, and if the Senator from New York will refer: 
of 1534 he will find that the coins issued prior to that act, 
of their legal-tender power, have been depreciated by that ac; 
not made a legal tender after that time. They were made a y 
for the amount which they represented in coin. 

Silver dollars, or silver coins, have been practically as muc! 
culation as money, as currency, as the gold dollars or gold coips. 

Since 1861 neither gold nor silver has been actually used and oj, 
culated as money in the business transactions of the country, Eye), 
one knows this fact. No debts, po contracts, no purchases, bay« 
actually paid in gold or silver coins. They have not been in uy 
circulating money to any extent. They have been bought and go), 
as mere commodities and articles of merchandise, on speculation 
as wheat, corn, tobacco, pork, and beef have been bought and <o! 
Everybody remembers “ Black Friday.” Was gold in circulatioy as 
money in New York City on that memorable day? No, Mr. Preside, 
it was a mere commodity, wildly and recklessly bought, sold, an 
speculated on. 

Let us examine the statistics: from 1837 the relative value esta). 
lished by law between gold and silver has been 1 to 15.988, estimat 
ing one ounce of pure gold as equal to 15.988 ounces of pare silye; 


VY ott 


| The statistics show that from 1851 to 1861 the relative value of god 


to silver ranged from “1 to 15.19” to “1 to 15.58,” being 1 to 15.5 


| 1861 and 1 to 15.36 in 1862, 1863, and 1864; and in 1805 1 to 15.44 


and in 1866 1 to 15.42. At this date the silver coin of 412} gra 


cents in gold. In 1871 the ratio was 1 to 15.58, or one silver dollar 
of 100 cents, equal to 102.57 cents in gold. In 1e72 the ratio was 
1 to 15.63, or one silver dollar of 100 cents was equal to 102.25 « 
in gold. In 1873 the ratio was 1 to 15.91, or one silver dollar 


| equal to one gold dollar and .46 of a cent more. 


In 1873 the coinage of the silver dollar of 412} grains, nine-tenths 
fine, was discontinued, and in 1874 the relative value was 1 to i 
or one silver dollar.of 100 cents was only equal to 95.56 cen: s 
gold, In 1875 it was 1 to 16.55, or one silver dollar equal to 
cents in gold. In 1876 it was 1 to 17.87, or one silver dolla: equal 
to 89.22 cents in gold. 

These statistics show the relative value of the silver dollar to th 
more than gold dollars of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, until the o 
age of the silver dollar was discontinued by act of February 12, 1-7 
Bondholder, backed by Senator EDMUNDs in his proposed amet 


| ment, says the silver dollar was not in circulation, was not bei 
| coined ; was obsolete, chimes in the New York Herald. 


The statistics of the Mint will furnish record evidence. These s! 
the coinage of the silver dollar as follows: In 1868, 954,50; in | 


| $231,350; in 1870, $588,308; in 1871, $657,929; and in Is72, $1,112 


and from July 1, 172, to the discontinuance of the coinag 
act of February 12, 1873, $977,150 ; and had its coinage been coutir 


| to June 30, 1873, it would have been for the fiscal year 1573, 51,071,1 


thus showing 4,216,450 silver dollars coined in these six years nam 
These facts—not mere assertions—show the actual coinage of the 


| dollar, and the rapid and wenderiul increase of its coinage up to tu 


day its coinage was discontinued. What was the coinage of the; 
dollar for the same years? In 1868, $10,550; in 1869, $5,925; in I> 
$9,335 ; in 1871, $3,940; in 1872, $1,030; in 1873, $2,525; and in Isv4 
was $523,920, and fell in 1875 to $20. We now see the relative value 
and coinage as they were—not as they are asserted to have been. | 
have prepared tables of statistics showing the value and number ot 


| pieces of gold coins from 1793 to 1877, and the same of silver coins io! 


same period, issued from the mints of the United States, with tle 


| ratio of dollars in silver coins to the dollars in gold coins, and the 


ratio as to number of pieces of each. It is mathematically exact. 


The value and number of pieces of gold coins from 1793 to 177. 
Value. I 
$809, 598, 440 in double eagles ...... 

56, 707, 220 in eagles .. 

69, 412, 815 in half eagles........ 

26, 795, 750 in quarter eagles....... 

1, 300, 032 in three-dollar pieces ............--- 
19, 345, 438 in dollar pieces 


983, 159, 695 in gold coin......--.---+--++++000 


The value and number of pieces of silver coins from 1793 to leis. 
Value. No 
#3, 045, 838 00 in dollar pieces .......... sb endehe ineewvbinte dddudanere 
Lik, 869, 540 50 in halt-loliar pieces 
34, 774, 121 50 in quarter-dollar pieces... 
270, #58 00 in twenty-cent pieces....... 
16, 141, 786 30 in dimes -.-.. 
4, 006, 946 90 in half dimes 
1, 2x1, 550 20 in three-cent pieces.............- oe eecces 


184, 200,941 40 
24, 581, 350 00 in trade-dollars ..... 


208, 872, 291 40 ; 
; . . . 1, 
For every dollar issued in all the silver coins there have ! 
issued $4.7075 in all the gold coins. me 
For every gold piece coined there have been seven pieces 4) 


| eighty-seven-hundredths of a piece coined in silver. 








wy, BAYARD. Let me draw my friend’s attention to one fact. Of 
shel heis speaking with the Government tables before him ; but Lask | 


nute coins, these subsidiary coins of the country, as equal to the | 
ts of coinage, the dollar of gold or of silver? 
| will alsoask him while I am up whether the tables before him do | 


bit whether this large number of fractional pieces of silver did not | 
et of half dollars, quarter dollars, twenty-cent pieces, dimes, half | 
ait ts andthree-cent pieces, and whether in considering the number of 
; aie al silver which the Mint has coined he has not counted these | 
l 

1 


not show that five times more of gold has been coined and delivered | 
‘om the mints than of silver from the foundation of the Government | 
to the beginning of the present year? ; 

Mr. COCKRELL. In regard to the last question, they show pre- 
eiely to the hundredth part of a cent what I have stated. I have | 
nal éne solitary figure in my statement which is not mathematically 
a t beyond any dispute according to Dr. Linderman in his Money 
und Legal Tender, just issued. ; 

“Mr. BAYARD. I ask only the attention of my friend, not for the 
purpose of diverting him, to the point whether the statement I have 
just made as taken from the tables of the Mint up to the present 


7 ir. COCKRELL. I have compared them, and if is so. 

Mr. BAYARD. lask, then, whether the statement I have just made | 
in regard to the proportion of coinage is not correct? The Senator 
stated just now, very accurately, that from the foundation of the 
int uutil the 30th of June, 1877, the total gold coinage amounted to 
(s3,150,095. I ask him whether, during the same period, the total 
silver coinage did not amount to $184,290,941 ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Those figures are correct, except that the Senator 
has left off the trade-dollar, over $24,000,000. I include the trade- | 
dollar, and that is just the difference. The trade-dollar is in my 
estimate, and it is not in that of the Senator. Of all the other silver 
coins issued, leaving out the trade-dollar, there were $134,290,941.40. 

add to that 24,551,350 dollar pieces issued in the form of trade- 





I 
dollars, and they make an aggregate of $208,872,291.40, and they | 
make one dollar of silver for every $4.70,7; issued in the gold coins. 
I know that these figures have not been generally before a great por- 
tion of the people of the United States. Iknow that assertions are 
published in the press and in speeches and go forth to the country as 
facts when they are only assertions. I give not one figure which is | 
not mathematically exact, or Dr. Linderman and the Government 
officials have falsified the facts. Iam governed by their reports, and 
] know that I have made the caleulations to a fraction. 
he silver coins include dollar pieces, half-dollar pieces, quarter- 
dollar pieces, twenty-cent pieces, dimes, half dimes, three-cent pieces, 
and the trade-dollar. Now the Senator from Delaware asks me if 
the great portion of these were not subsidiary coins, if they were 
not half dollars and quarter dollars, &c? Yes, Mr. President, a very | 
large portion of these coins were subsidiary coins, and I tell the 
Senator from Delaware that the subsidiary coins, as they are now 
stigmatizingly called, were, prior to the Ist day of April, 1853, the | 
half dollar and quarter dollar, the dime, and the half dime, full legal | 
tender for all debts and sums without any discrimination or distinc- 
tion. They stood upon the same platform with the gold dollar, which | 
! 





| 


| 
| 
| 


was never coined until 1849. I am sorry that I did not have time to | 
complete all the calculations that I had contemplated submitting on 
another bill; but 1 will show you one item for the benefit of the 
Senator from Delaware. 

There were prior to the Ist day of April, 1853, coined in the United | 
States $68,679,507 of half dollars with full legal-tender power, 
aud if you will examine the tables you will see that there was an | 
cnormous sum of quarter-dollar pieces issued prior to April 1, 1853, | 
and they are to-day invested by Congress with unlimited legal-tender | 


its customs dues at their nominal value. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator means, of course, half dollars coined 
prior to 1853, which did contain —— 

Mr. COCKRELL. Two hundred and six and one-fourth grains. 

Mr. BAYARD. Making every two half dollars equal to one dollar. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. But the Senator will recollect that in 1253 62, 
grains were taken out of every half dollar in the country, and after 
that time they were no longer a legal tender for an amount exceed- 
ing. That is correct, I believe. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, I think not. The new coins containing 192 
grains instead of 206} grains were only a legal tender for $5, but the 
old half dollars already coined and stamped, half-dollar of 206} 
grains, continued to be a legal tender for all amounts. 

Mr. BAYARD. If my friend will do his countrymen and himself 
the favor to read to them the report of Mr. Robert M. T. Hunter, 
of Virginia, the chairman of the Senate Committee on Finance, | 


be wil find this fact stated as a reason why 6,'; grains of standard 
er were 


because 


power, and the Government to-day will receive them in payment of 


taken out of every half dollar in the country: it was | 
we could not keep them. They had been undervalued, | 
and the consequence was, to use Mr. Hunter's phrase, they were 
‘wept out of the United States, and there was no such thing in this 
country, except as a matter of curiosity, as a half dollar of the full | 
oe Weight. He states that it was necessary to clip the wings 
of He COM) that was leaving us, because we undervalued it here, and 
: “ourse It went to other countries where it was properly valued. 

hat was the reason why the coin was debased by taking from it a 
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part of its standard silverin order that we might keep it here for use 
among our people for small change ; and that coin, so debased, never 
was by law capable of paying a debt over $5 in amount. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Why, Mr. President, the Senator and I perfectly 
agree on the question that the depreciated silver half dollar author- 


| ized by the act of February 21, 1853, was only a legal tender for 


amounts not exceeding $5. I have not said a word about that. 
That is not my proposition. It is that the old silver half dollar of 


| 2063 grains, coined at the Mint from 1837 to 1553, was left a legal 


tender and is still a legal tender to-day. 

Mr. BAYARD. There were nove of them. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is a question of fact as to whether there 
were or not. There may not have been any of them in circulation 
upon the Atlantic slope, the hem of the border of the garment that 


| covers this country; but in the great Mississippi Valley, settled by 


the pioneers and hardy western men, the old silver half dollar of 
2064 grains and the old silver dollar were still used; and even in 
my own country, since the close of the war, those old silver dollars 


|} and half dollars have been brought out from their hiding places 


where they were kept during the war. The silver coins have always 
been prized by the people of the country. 

A few more statistics will be instructive. 

Estimating the entire population of the United states at forty- 
five millions of persons of all ages, sexes, and colors, the aggregate 
separate pieces of gold coin issued from the mints of the United 
States from 1793 to 1877 will give to each person two pieces and 
eaoiste of a piece, while the aggregate separate pieces of silver 
coin for the same period will give fifteen pieces and 3° 4444) of a piece, 
or nearly sixteen pieces, to each person, or 7)\/y pieces of silver coins 
to one gold coin. 

These are indisputable facts, not assertions. 

Let it be remembered, too, that up to 1853 all the silver coins, ex- 
cept the three-cent pieces, were full legal-tenders, and thereafter the 


| fractional or subsidiary silver coins were taken as full legal tenders 


in ordinary business transactions. 

The assertions are false in fact. We will now consider the law. 

By the words of the law and of the bond the silver coin of 
412} grains, nine-tenths fine, was a dollar with unlimited legal-tender 
power, and no sane man could have contemplated or expected that 
the plain words of both the law and the bond would be broken, dis- 
regarded, and trampled under foot to gratify his whim, his vain de- 
lusion, by paying back to him the very same kind of dollars or gold 
coins which he may have paid for his bond. 

Do the bondholders desire to strike from the law and from the 


| face of their bonds the words “ coin of the standard value of the 


United States on said July 14, 1570,” and thus violate the plain 
words of the law and of their bonds, and thus absolve and release the 
United States from all the obligations imposed by the words of the 
law and of their bonds? If the bondholders will thus violate and 
break the terms of the law and of the bond, they cannot insist any 
longer that the United States are bound by them; the law and the 


| contract are nullified, and the United States are free to pay their 


bonds in lawful money, whatever Congress may determine that to be, 
Second. As to the second reason. > 
The passage of the act of February 12, 1873, omitting the silver 


| dollar of 4123 grains, nine-tenths fine, and abrogating the right of the 
| mintstocoin such dollars, could not possibly or reasonably have led any 


purchaser of a bond issued under the plain words of the act of July 14, 
1870, and having set forth and expressed upon the face of the bond 


itself, in the simplest words of plain English, “ redeemable in coin of 


the standard value of the United States ON SAID JULY 14, 1570,” to sus- 
pect, much less to believe, that his bond would be paid in gold coin 


| alone, of the commercial or market value of the gold coin at the time 


of his purchase. If there has been such a purchaser, I must say he 
is a fit subject for an inquisition of lunacy. 

If he read the law authorizing the officers of the Government to 
issue the bond, or if he read the words of the bond before purchas- 
ing, every such delusion, every such hallucination, must have been 
dispelled. Whether he read the law or the bond, he is fairly and 
justly chargeable with actual as well as legal notice of the law and 
of the terms of the bond, unless he were insane. Insanity is the only 
escape. Will the bondholder plead it? 

As to the third reason— 

Congress had the right to authorize the issue of the bonds and to 
make them redeemable simply in coin of the standard value of the 
United States or simply in coin without reference to weight or fine- 
ness or value, and to have specified in the face of the bond that it 
was redeemable in coin. 

Had this been done, capitalists would have refused to purchase 


| such bonds, payable simply in coin, becanse the Congress might have 


changed the weight or the fineness or the value or even the metal of 


| the coin and compelled payment in such changed coin, perchance of 


only one-half the value of the coin, at the time of purchase, paid 
for the bond. 

To avoid such action by Congress and determine beforehand the 
precise weight and fineness of the coin, to the dollar, in which the 
bond could be paid, the law fixed the day and year for determining 
the coin in which the bond was to be paid, and the bond on its face 
specified the day “on said July 14, 1-70,” and thus fixed definitely 
and unchangeably not only the ralue of the coin, but its specific 
weight and tineness; and the United States cannot pay in a coin of 
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less weight and fineness than that fixed in the law and in the bond. | cers. Their duties are to execnte the Jaws enacted by Cone 


not to make laws by assurances or representations to bond 
such action cannot affect the bond, and the dollarscalled for by it. The | They can neither add to, 


| 
| 


While Congress may exercise its constitutional right to change its coin, | 


wordsofthe law and the bond exclude every possible contemplation that 
payment would be made in coin of any commercial or market value 
either at the time of the issue of the bond or at the time of its ma- 
turity or any intermediate time. Commercial value or market value 
of coin at any time cannot directly or indirectly affect the coin called 
for by the law and by the bond, and is nowhere mentioned in the law 
or bond. It is not coin of the market or commercial value of one 
dollar on said July 14, 1270, or at the time of the issue or maturity 
of the bond, which was contemplated, but it is a coin of silver con- 
taining 412) grains standard weight and having nine parts out of 
every ten parts pure silver and only one-tenth part alloy, for erery 
dollar, ora coin of gold, containing 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, for 
every dollar, regardless of all questions about the commercial or 
market value of such a coin. The bondholder has no interest in and 
no right to qnestion the exercise of the constitutional power of Con- 
“to coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin.” Congress can at any time change the value of the gold and 
silver coins, and their weight and fineness; can declare that a gold 
coin 25.8 grains, nine-tenths tine, shall be $2, or $1.50; or thata 


silver coin of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, shall be $2, or $1.50, or 
even eighty cents, or fifty cents, and the bondholder can have no 
cause of complaint; cannot assert that such action is a violation of 
public faith or national honor, because such action cannot and does 
not affect the value or the weight and fineness of the dollar named 
in his bond. 


cress 
5 


If the United States should declare a gold coin of 25.8 grains, nine- 
tenths fine, and a silver coin of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, to be of 
the standard value of $2, yet they could not pay two of the dollars 
named in his bond. They could only pay one of such dollars. Con- 
gress can demonetize gold entirely or silver entirely, yet the dollar 
named in the bond is not affected by it. It cannot be decreased in 
value. It isa high crime and misdemeanor against the equities, the 
rights of the great laboring and producing masses of this country, to 
attempt to increase its value. The silver coin of 412} grains, nine- 
tenths fine, is the dollar of full one hundred cents named and prom- 
ised in the bond. , 

When Congress shall again authorize the coinage of the silver dol- 
lar, as it will and must do sooner or later, then if the relative value 
of gold and silver dollars is not equal Congress can easily adjust the 
value of the gold dollar by reducing its weight or fineness to that of 
the silver dollar. The bondholder cannot complain, because he will 
still be paid in the silver dollar of 4124 grains weight, nine-tenths fine, 
as provided by the terms of the law and of his bond. 

1. As to the fourth reason: 

Assurances of Government officials—the servants of the people, the 
mere executors of the laws of the land, which can alone be enacted 
by Congress—can neither add to, vary, contradict, nor modify the 
plain words of a law or the plain words of the bond, the solemn writ- 
ten obligation between the parties. No principle of law is more cer- 
tainly settled. In order to forever unmask this pretended subterfuge 
and establish this principle of law to the satisfaction of every oue 
beyond a reasonable donbt I will quote the law from standard an- 
thority. I quote from Starkie on Evidence, tenth edition, pages 647 
and 648 : 

It is likewise a general and most inflexible rnle that wherever written instru 
ments are appointed, either by the requirement of law or by the compact of par- 
ties, to be the repositories and memorials of truth, any other evidence is excluded 
trom being used, either asa substitute for such instruments or to contradict or 
alter thom. This is a matter both of principle and policy; of principle, because 
such instruments are in their own nature and origin entitled to a much higher de- 


gree of credit than parol evidence; of policy, because it would be attended with 


great mischief if those instrnments apon which men's rights depended were liable 
to be impeached by loose collateral evidence 


The rule may be thus generally stated, namely 
be received as equivalent to or as a substitate for a written instrument where the 
latter is required by law, or to give effect to a written instrument which is defec- 
tive in any particular which is ossential to its validity ; or to contradict, alter, or 
rary a written instrament, cither appointed by law or by the compact of private 

es to be the appropriate memorial of the particular facts which it recites; for 


‘ing se oral testimony would be admitted in usurpation of a species of evi- 
dence decidedly superior in degree. 


That oral evidence shall in nocase 


{ 
‘ 


Such is the law as written by that distinguished English jurist, 
Thomas Starkie, esq., of the Inner Temple, one of Her Majesty’s coun- 
sel. 

I now qnote from Greenleaf on Evidence, volume 1, page 312, sec- 
tions 275 and following: 


When parties have deliberately put their engagements into writing, in such 
terms as importa legal obligation without any uncertainty as to the object or ex- 
tent of such engagement, it is conclusively presumed that the whole engagement of 
the parties, and the extent and manner of their undertaking, was reduced to writ- 
ing, antlall oral testimony of a previous colloquium between the parties or of con 
versation or declarations at the time when it was completed, or afterwards, as it 
would tend in many instances to substitute a new and different contract for the 
one which was really agreed upon, to the prejadice possibly of one of the parties, 
is rejected. In other words, as the rule is now more briefly expressed, ‘* parol con 


temporancons evidence is inadmissible to contradict or vary the terms of a valid 
written instrument.” 


Such is the law as written by the distinguished American jurist, 
Simon Greenleaf. The general rule of the Scotch law and also of the 
ltoman civil law is the same. 

The officers of the Government are the creatures of the law, the 
administrators or executors of the law, and not the law-makers. 

‘The President and the Secretary of the Treasury are executive offi- 





gress, and 


t purchasers, 
vary, contradict, nor modify the terms of ¢ 


laws, by public-oflicial or semi-oflicial assurances, representati 
promises, 

No one knows this better than the Secretary of the Treasury 
in quoting his assurance, given his associates in the official letter, 
June 19, 1477, before referred to, in his report to Congress, | ; 


Ne Says 


ue 


ODS, or 


The Secretary earnestly urges Congress to give its sanction to this assura 


Why does he urge Congress to give its sanction to his 
such assurance was authorized by law, if it had an 
or effect ? 


assurance jf 
y Validity, force, 


Now, in the name of all the gods at once, 

Upon what meat doth this our Cawsar feed, 

That he is grown 80 great” 

as to violate and disregard the laws of Congress by giving assyp. 
ances, not only unauthorized by law but in direct violation of }yy 
and the plain terms of the bonds he was selling? He has dared +, 
give unanthorized assurances, but he did not dare to issue a si) 
bond contrary to the terms of law, for every one of the bonds ly 
issued has set forth and expressed upon its face the precise words } 
quired by law— 


is 


Redeemable in coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14 
Nor would a bond-purchaser have ventured to buy a single | 


not having these precise words set forth and expressed upon its fa ; 
as required by both the acts of July 14, 1870, and January 14, In75, 
for without them the bond would be without authority of law, : 
and void. And now, to claim that such assurances—not only ; 
without authority, right, or even pretense in law, but in direct 

tion and disregard of the plain terms of the law and of th 

and known to be so by the officials giving them and by the purehas. 
ers of the bonds—ean give the bondholders even a color of right 
even a pretense in equity todemand gold alone, is scarcely less t 
acrime. Suchaclaim. such a pretense, such a subterfuge is repudi- 
ation—a repudiation of the terms of both the law and the bond, 
liberate, premeditated, and of malice aforethought, inspired and ir 
stigated by unholy avarice and insatiable greed, and fed by the bh pe 
of an extortionate increase of the value of the bonds. 

5. As to the fifth reason: 

I submit, is it a better or more wise or just policy to pay in gold 
alone, and will it be a saving ? 

Is it a more wise or just policy in any government to exhibit before 
its people an example of violation and disregard of the plain terms 
of its laws and an example of the repudiation of the plain terms oi 
its contracts, its bonds, to gratify and enrich a few bondholders 


while at the same time such government strictly punishes all viola- 
tions of its laws by its people, the tax-payers, and rigidly and ster 
enforces all its contracts against its people, the great body of them, 
and while the great body of its people are heavily burdened and 
groaning under an enormous and appalling indebtedness—natio 
State, municipal, and individual—estimated at $10,000,000,000, which 
isan indebtedness of $222.22 for every man, woman, and child, of 
every race, kindred, and tongue, in the United States? 

Mr. President, it cannot be shown that such a course is a wiser or 
better policy or will be a saving to the people. It will add burdens 
upon the already fearful burdens now borne by the people, whose 
industries and enterprises are now paralyzed by hard times unprece- 
dented for years past. 

6. As to the sixth reason: 

The cry of repudiation, tarnishing of national honor, impugning 
and violating public faith, abandoning the hitherto wise, just, and 
benign policy of a few Government officials, falsely styled the Gov- 
ernment, and inflicting a deadly blow to the enlightened self-interest 
of the Government, because of the assertion of the right of the Gov- 
ernment to pay the bonds in either silver or gold dollars of the weight 
and fineness fixed in the law and in the bond, bas been heard far and 
wide, from the eastern press and from the bondho-ders and their 
special allies and friends. : 

We have been stigmatized, abused, and vilified as repudiationists, 
imbeciles, silver lunatics, &c. 

Conscious before God that I am as loyally devoted to the Const- 
tution with all its amendments, to the integrity of the indissoiu 
union of these States, and to the preservation of national honor and 
public faith as any one of these distinguished gentlemen who fold 
their arms across their breasts and in their self-complacency and 
self-assumed purity, honor, and patriotism parade themselves wit! 
golden phylacteries in the presence of a tax-ridden people and, with 
the self-righteousness of the Pharisee, ery—“ God, we thank Thee 
that we are not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adultert rs, 
repudiators, or even as these silverines. We fast twice in the week 
upon imported wines and delicacies, bought with gold, and give 
tithes of all that we possess, our untaxed gold bonds, to gratify our 
own pure desires.” ; rr 

I hurl back with scorn and contempt these imputations. I sta a 
in this Senate Chamber to-day as one of the representatives of The 
great State of Missouri, and as a Senator of these United States, and 
in behalf and in the name and interests of the citizens demand tor 
the people the enforcement of the laws of the laud, and the pit 
unmistakable words of the contract, and boldly assert that to pay 
the bond, principal and interest, in either silver coin of 412) grains 
nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in gold coin 25.8 grains, nin 1 








fine, to the dollar, or in such silver coin alone is in perfect compliance 
= th che plain words of the laws authorizing the issue of the bond 
od definitely referred to on the face of the bond, and with the 
slain words of the bond itself, the sqlemn written obligation, be- 
tween the bondholder and the people of these I nited States, and 
with all known and recognized principles of equity, common hon- 
ty, public faith, and national honor. 


es. 


iid I brand those who undertake to violate and trample under 


foot the plain words of the laws and the plain words of the bond as | 


violators and transgressors of the laws of the land, as repudiators of 
the plain terms of their own solemn obligations, as extortioners from 
the heavily burdened and paralyzed tax-payers of this great country, 
and as debauchers of national honor and public faith. 

" No, Mr. President, we are not repudiators, nor will we remain defen- 
sion on this issue. Wecharge these crimes of violated law, repudiated 
guilty parties—the bondholders, their allies, and special pleaders. 

And from their masked and untenable positions we charge them 
with the helmet of equity emblazoned with national honor and public 
faith, with the shield of common honesty, and with the bayonets of 
truth in our hands, and impelled by the force of honest enlightened 
public opinion and sentiment, we will drive them into a decent 
observance of the plain terms of the law and of their bonds. Let us 
hear no more of the ee of the full obligation assumed, of 
the violation of public faith, and of the tarnishing of national honor 
from these bondholders, their allies and friends, who themselves are 
violating the law and repudiating theirown solemn, written contracts, 
their bonds, and by these false cries are attempting to fasten their 
own crimes upon those who ask the full and exact performance of all 
the requirements of the laws and of the bonds, and are offering in 
good faith to comply with the letter and the spirit of both the laws 
and bonds. I solemnly warn the bondholders of the pernicious effects 
of their own violation of law and repudiation of contracts. 

The tax-payers of this country, the hewers of wood and drawers of 
water, the people, have their rights, have their equities, which must 
be regarded. Itis their right, in law and in fact, to pay this bond 
in the said silver coin. This right they will never, no, never surren- 
der. The people cannot and will not pay in gold alone. The rights 
of the people are superior in equity and prior in time to the claims 
of the bondholdersand creditors. ThisGovernment is from the people, 
of the people, for the people, and by the people, and must be adminis- 
tered according to their sovereign will. What is “public faith,” 
“national honor?” “ Public” means “ pertaining or belonging to the 
people;” “ relating to the nation, State, or community ;” “ opposed to 
private.” “Faith” means “ fidelity to one’s promises, or allegiance 
or duty ;” “a strict adherence to duty and fulfillment of promises ;” 
“word or honor pledged;” “promise given.” ‘ National” means 
“pertaining to a nation;” “common to a whole people;” “ public,” 
“veneral.” “ Honor” means “a nice senseof what is right, just, and 
true, with a course of life correspondent thereto ;” “ that which right- 
fully attracts esteem, respect, or consideration.” “ Public faith” 
means “ fidelity to the promises, the duty of the nation, of the peo- 
ple;” “a striét adherence to duty and fulfillment of promises of the 
nation, of the people.” “National honor” means “a nice sense on 
the part of the nation, of the people, of what is right, just, and true, 
with a course of life correspondent thereto ;” “ that conduct or course 
on the part of the nation, of the people, which rightfully attracts 
esteem, respect, consideration.” 

When we offer to pay the bond in silver coin of 412} grains weight, 
nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, in full compliance with the terms of 
the law and of the bond, the only promises of the nation, of the peo- 
ple, ever made or given, how do we depart from “ fidelity to the 
promises, the duty of the nation, of the people?” How do we de- 
part from “a strict adherence to duty and fulfillment of promises of 
the nation, of the people?” How do we offend that “nice sense on 
the part of the nation, of the people, of what is right, just, and true, 
with a course of life correspondent thereto?” How do we depart 
from that “conduct, that course, on the part of the nation, of the 
people, which rightfully attracts esteem, respect, consideration ?” 

When the bondholder demands gold alone and refuses to accept 
silver, in plain violation and repudiation of the terms of the law and 
his bond, the only promises of the nation ever made or given, how 
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tracts, and debauchery of national honor and public faith upon the | 
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does he preserve the public faith, the national honor? The option 
to pay in gold or silver of the fixed weight and fineness named in the 
law and bond belongs to the Government, not to the bondholder, 
and is the right of the Government, not of the bondholder. The 
bondholder can demand gold and silver, not gold or silve r,at his option, 
The Government can, at its will, its pleasure, its option, pay in both 
gold and silver, or in gold alone, or in silver alone. The bondholder 
must accept both gold and silver if offered, or gold alone if offered, 
or silver alone if offered. 

It is no more a violation of the public faith and national honor or 
in derogation of the rights of the creditors to pay the bond against 
the objections of bondholders in silver coin alone, of the fixed weight 
and fineness named, if the Government so choose, than it would be 
to pay the bond, against the objections of bondholders, in gold alone 
if the Government so choose. The relative value of the two coins is 
wholly immaterial. When the coinage of the silver dollar is again 
authorized by law,should its relative value to gold return to what it 
was prior to 1873, will the bondholder then demand gold alone? 
He will then have just as much right to gold alone as he now has, no 
more, no less. The option, the right to pay in either coin alone, will 
still belong to the Government, under the terms of the law and the 
bond. 

The bondholder has appealed to the high court of national honor 
and public faith. I am willing to abide the decision of that august 
tribunal. I will read it: 

“The High Court of National Honor and Public Faith, in the case 
of ‘Bondholder against the United States,’ finds the facts to be that, 
by the plain words of the laws authorizing the issue of the bond and 
by the plain words of the bond itself, the bond, principal and interest, 
is payable ‘in coin of the standard value of the United States on said 
July 14, 1870, and that by the plain words of the laws in full force 
from January 18, 1837, up to, on, and long afterthe said July 14, 1870,” 
“coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870, 
included and consisted of silver coin of 412} grains weight, nine- 
tenths fine, to the dollar, and of gold coin of 25.8 grains weight, nine- 
tenths fine, tothe dollar, each having unlimited legal-tender power, and 
upon these facts declares the law to be that the United States, at its 
option, can pay said bond, principal and interest, either in silver 
coin of 412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in gold 
coin of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, and that bondholder 
must accept payment of his bond, principal and interest, in the said 
silver coin; and that such payment in such silver coin alone is in 
full compliance with all the terms of the laws authorizing its issue 
and with all the terms of the bond itself, and with all the known and 
recognized principles of equity, common honesty, national honor, and 
publie faith.” 

Such is and will be the calm judgment of mankind, of every un- 
prejudiced, disinterested citizen of our own and all other countries. 

Mr. President, I heartily approve the resolution of the Senator 
from Ohio, as far as it goes. It declares the law correctly, that all 
bonds issued since July 14, 1870, under said act and subsequent acts 
are payable, principal and interest, at the option of the Government, 
in silver coin of 4124 grains weight, nine-tenths fine to the dollar, 
and that such payment “ is not in violation of the public faith, nor 
in derogation of the rights of the public creditor.” 

I go further. I assert without fear of successful contradiction that 
not only the bonds issued since July 14, 1870, but also every oulstand- 
ing obligation of the Government to-day, with one single exception, 
can be paid in such silver coin of 412} grains weight, nine-tenths 
fine, to the dollar, without violation of public faith or derogation of 
the rights of the public creditor. I have in my hands “Statement 
of the public debt of the United States for the month of December, 
1877,” which shows the total outstanding debt or obligations of the 
Government to be on January 1, 1878, $2,233,302,692.94, snbject to a 


deduction of $187,847,250.15, put down as “cash in the Treasury,” 
“currency held for redemption of 





consisting of “ coin,” “ currency,” 

fractional currency,” and “special deposit held for redemption of cer- 

tificates of deposit as provided by law,” and leaving $2,045,955,442.79 

resting upon the credit of the United States—the shoulders of the 

tax-payers. Every dollar of this enormous sum is in fact and in law 

payable in said silver coin, excepting only one item of $33,424,900. 
This public debt statement is as follows : 


Statement of the public debt of the United States for the month of December, 1877. 








DEBT BEARING INTEREST IN COIN. 

































oe eel | ' 
‘i a Rate of in- | remah! Total am't out- | Interest due | Acer’d inter 
Title of lesa. Authorizing act. terest. When redeemable. | standing. | andunpaid.| est todate 
- Se i ae aati Ss a ee } 
peice. Re Tune 14, 1658.............. | DO Wi ceres. | After January 1, 1874...........-- $260,000 00 |....... #6, 500 00 
*. Loan of February, 1861, (1881's).....| February 8, 1861 6 % ie ahaha hare a 18, 415,000 00 | $21, 480 00 552, 450 00 
3. Oregon war debt... lt TE BR acinees: «dint Sbicecane sd snagencursanncronncssseeseces+sscoes 945, 000 00 | 23, 330 00 
: {aan of July and Aug., 1861, (1881's).| July I7and August 5, 1861 | 6 %....... After June 30, 1881.........--- --- | 189, 321, 350 00 | | 5, 679, 640 50 
: sage 1863, (1881's) Marek 3, 1863 . ........00- 6 %. oo-| After June 30, 16B1 .....-cecece.ce-| 75, 000, 000 00 | | 2,250, 000 00 
7 Can forties of 1864... March 3, 1864..........-. as | After March 1, 1874.............-- | 194, 566, 300 00 | |} 3,242,771 66 
a plnsols of 1865 Maroh 3, 1865............. Lie eee Be = See |} 116, 903, 35 3, 507, 100 50 
9 as —" March 3, 1°65 ...... cccwees | 6 %......--- After ps A, U9... ccceee seonge | —— : 1, i) am 516 00 
. ae bt i, ncedeianned in i oannee d ‘ cia een schaiesaaal | 37, 465, 300 Of +941 92] 43, 959 00 
10. Fanded loan of Janta ian oh 71 ‘ 6° dost ‘afen Mur 1,1 ees eee |} 508, 440, 250 00 14452752 95| 4977 00g 92 
= Funded loan of 191 July 14, 70, and Jan. 20,” od See After September 1, 1891.....- ..-- | 200,000,000 00 | 1: 70) 000 00 
*. Funded loan of 1907 July 14, ‘70, and Jan. 20,"71.| 4 %.....-- | RE PERS hice sncscassscows 10, 000 00 | 70, 000 00 
Cnn nen a uknanedsancsbueasevhinendegtancanedskepasennas 1, 726, 823, 850 00 | 5,053,625 83 | 31, 446,200 58 
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Statement of the public debt of the United States for the month of December, 1277—Continued. 


DEBT BEARING INTEREST IN LAWFUL MONEY. 













































Title of loan. Authorizing act. | Rate of in- Remarks. Total am’t out- | Interest due | Acerd inte 
terest. standing. and unpaid. | est to das, 
Navy pension fund ........... weserses | July 23, 1868........ eneewe | 3 %...----- Interest only applicable to payment $14, 000,000 00 | ........00.. £210. 
| of pensions. oT 
DEBT ON WHICH INTEREST HAS CEASED SINCE MATURITY. 
Title of loan. Authorizing act. Rate of in- | When matured. Total am't out- | Interest 
| terest. standing and ur 
De SE aatancncnsse eeeneedseans | Various, prior to 1837.... | SO0C%..0..) Peter bo Gomis b, WB icnccc cccsceccccccscscccss $57, 665 00 64.1714 
2. Mexican indemnity stock..........) August 10, 1846. ......... D RR ccescss } In 1651 and 1852.......... 1, 104 91 ‘en 
3 Loan of 1*47 ppaneun ponents aseene Og ae). eee December 31, 1867..... 1,2°0 00 : 
4. Bounty-land scrip.................. February 11, 1°47......... i a deena UE G. GED . vives cnceseese 3, 400 00 O18 eR 
5. Texan indemnity stock............ | Se ptember 9, 1850........ i SPs eenaece | December 31, 1264 21. 000 00 3 ut . 
6. Loan of 1858.......... poccpeveseses Pe ee, WEN csonsssenchs 1D %. .cccccs | After January 1, 1874 | 8,000 00 |... , 
SO ee ee Jume BB, 1060. .ccccccccece 15 %........ | January 1, 1671 ...... : 10, 000 00 ag 9 
6. 5-20'a of 16608 (eniled)......ccccccese February 25, 1862......... PA: cn cwee | December |, 1871. and after.............. enembuen 492, 950 00 77 4 
9. 520s of June, 1#64, (called)...... Juno 3, 1964...........6- | DS wananne | November 13, 1875, and after. .......ccccccccccces 134, 900 00 019 1 
10. 5-20's of 1805 (called)........... March 3, 1°659........... © Db. nevccce WOREMSEe BS. BETS, DOR GENET. oc cccoscocccsscescees 1, 197, C00 00 86. 376 1g 
11. Consols of 1865 (called). ...... sqseee March 3, 1865 conee=f @ DPseccccoo-] MENTS Wt, ROT, ORE BERET. co cccccccccscescescesss 18, 914, 450 00 48° 404-4 
12. Treasury notes prior to 1846....... Various, prior to 1846.... 1-10 to 6 % From 1838 to 1844......... eecccccec cosccesecscces 82,525 35 2. Gb 06 
13. Treasury notes of 1246 ............ OGRy TR, BOB. ncoccccccces | 1-1) to 6 % Bt Be GUE SOD. owscnccnecnssesscsvensenedssceses 6, 000 00 in 
14. Treasury notes of 1247. ........... | January 28, 1847......... ore. «pian yh a Pn; tachabebenipiawas>seukesdhuanne 950 00 > 00 
15. Treasury notes of 1857. ...... -----| December 23, 1857. ....... og Se eee 1, 900 00 15 00 
16. Treasury notes of 18G1............. SSS eae G % Schl EE. citake naks ea nnbaisus cdkenndkheniias 3, 000 00 W4 
17. Seven-thirties of 1261 haan tetines OE eS eee 7 3-10 %....| August 19 and October 1, 1864...................- 14, 800 00 1. i48 
18. One-year notes of 1863..............]| March 3, 1863........... ; 5‘ Lf | eee coescec coceece eee 53, 495 00 2 bre 
19 Two-year notes of 1f63_...... ..--.| March 3, 1863..... 1 5 39, 900 00 22 
20. Compound. interest notes. ......... | Mar. 3,°63; June 3 vote 285, 49) 00 57. orf 
21. Seven-thirties of 1964 and 1865......| June 30,64; Mar. 3,’65....| 7 161, 400 00 ,2 } 
22. Certiticates of indebtedness ...... Mar. 1, 17, 62; Mar. 3, 63 6 5,00) 00 413 46 
23. Temporary loan 40 senses pecesl GHD OR MEOE -cenecccce 14 3, 060 00 2565 Of 
24. Three per cent. certificates (called) Mar. 2, ‘67; July 25, '68....| 3 5, (00 00 3M 31 
Aggregate of debt on which interest has ceased since maturity 21, 512, 240 26 712, 920 #4 








DEBT BEARING NO INTEREST. 
















| 
Title of loan. | Authorizing act. a Issues. ~—— ae am \ 
| | 
1. Old demand notes. ................ De ON a icicliniaal ? a 
| February 12, 1862. ...... f [octeceeeeeeee | cereeeeeeeeeceeees sidetelisninashcbiinanhs oatnihatre bee | $63,532 50 | 2... 2. 
2. Legal-tender notes ............-+.- February 25, 1862........ ? | a ie = 1869 ....----.++- Rar Sein reapsers 1] 
July 11, 1862 2.2.22... igeeereseeube | oe or oo 349, 943,76 00 | ............ 
March 3, 1563 5 ) Series of 1874 
_ . St een | Series of 175 .. | 
3. Certificates of deposit............. UD oe cecnoeens siete che coaciiiales. ie aiabiaia need 32, 830, 000 00 | ..... .....24. 
| | ( First issue..... | 
4. Fractional currency..............- July 87, 200R...cccccccee: ? | Second issue ..........-. 
March 3, 1663.......... bl anemeune i< PO CAEDD nocnviccnse eee 
GERD TA, Bee cwncvescoess 5 | Fourth issne...... 
| Fifth issue........ 
S. Coin certificates .....ccccccccccccess RINE Ue, GED. Gtvedkseekniltaceetuasenshcanks eke eenheabias 33, 424,900 00 | ..... 
©, TEES SIRIIOUE. ccncteescc neue drnsnss cnsenewanescosnesesuss i netates nee eabsanGieinekd eh kan dndbaadviekhsaaihs bien icéaeaeet dae tees $7, 447 03 
Aggregate of debt bearing no interest 00S 0n8oEe 5NSen DdbnEs peceDeceseesennesecese‘see+sere cose 434, 026, 317 40 7, 447 03 





I will now consider the twelve separate items or titles of indebted- | The whole amount issued is outstanding in the original certificates 


ness under the head “ Debt bearing interest in coin.” | of stock. 
First. “ Loan of 1858,” total outstanding $260,000, was issued under | Third. “Oregon war debt,” outstanding $945,000, was issued under 


act of Congress approved June 14, 1558, (11 Statutes, 365,) which | act approved March 2, 1261, (12 Statutes, 199,) which appropriated 
authorized the President to borrow on the credit of the United States | $2,800,000 to pay expenses incurred by Oregon and Washington Ter- 
a sum not exceeding $20,000,000, and provided “that stock shall be | ritories insuppressing Indian hostilities, and authorized the issue to 
issued for the amount so borrowed, bearing interest not exceeding | the claimants of “ bonds of the United States of a denomination not 
live per cent. per annum, * * * with coupons attached to | less than $50, redeemable in twenty years and bearing 6 per ceut. 
the certificates of stock,” and pledged the faith of the United States | interest.’”? Bonds to the amount of $1,090,850 were issued. 
“ for the due payment of the interest and the redemption of the prin- | Neither the law nor the bonds mention coin, and they were payable 
cipal of said stock.” Neither the law nor the certificates of stock | in whatever money Congress declared a full legal tender, whether 
mention coin nor any kind of money. They were payable in what- | paper or silver. 2 
ever kind of money Congress might declare a full legal tender, whether Fourth. “ Loan of July and August 1861,” outstanding $199,321.30, 
paper money or silver coin. was issued under acts approved July 17 and August 5, 1501. (12 Stat- 
Twenty milions of dollars were issued and all redeemed except | utes, 259 and 313.) 
$260,000. The act of July 17, 1861, authorized the Secretary of the Treasury 
Second. “ Loan of February, 1861,” outstanding $18,415,000, was is- | “to borrow on the credit of the United States * * * asum notex- 
sued under act approved February 8, 1861, (12 Statutes, 129,) which | ceeding $250,000,000 * * * and to issue coupon bonds or regis 
authorized the President to borrow on the credit of the United States | tered bonds or Treasury notes, * * * the bonds to bear interest 
“a sum not exceeding twenty-five millions of dollars,” and provided | not exceeding 7 per cent. * * * irredeemable for twenty year, 
that “stock shall be issued for the amount so borrowed, bearing in- | and after that period redeemable at the pleasure of the United States; 
terest not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum, and to be reimbursed | and the Treasury notes to be of any denomination * * * not less 
within a period not beyond twenty years and not less than ten years,” | than $50, and to be payable three years after date with interest” at 
and pledged the faith of the United States “for the dae payment of | 7.3 per cent. and pledged “the faith of the United States for the pay- 
the interest and the redemptioa of the principal of said stock.” ment of the interest and redemption of the principal of the loan au- 
Neither the law nor the certificates of stock mention coin. They | thorized by this act.” , 
were payable in whatever money Congress declared a full legal tender, | The act of August 5, 1861, authorized the Secretary of the Treat 
whether paper money or silver coin. ury “to issue bonds of the United States bearing interest at 0 per 











nt. per annum, and payable at the pleasure of the United States 
aes twenty years from date,” and to exchange such bonds for the 
t meee y notes bearing 7.3 per cent. interest issued under act of July 
17, Intl, at par; the bonds issued not to exceed the amount of said 
T reasury notes; and also authorized the Secretary to “sell and nego- 
tiate for any portion of the loan provided for in” said act of July 17, 
1x61, “bonds payable not more than twenty years fromdate * * * 
at any rate not less than the equivalent of par, for the bonds bearing 
7 per cent. interest authorized by said act.” ' 

Under these acts $139,321,350 in 6 per cent. bonds were issued in 
exchange for a like amount of Treasury notes bearing 7.3 per cent. 
interest, and a loan of $50,000,000 in bonds was issued, making $189,- 
301.350, and all now outstanding in the original bonds. 

| will read the form of one of these bonds furnished me by the 
Secretary of the Treasury: 

Acts of July 17 and Angust 5, 1861. 


The United States of America are indebted unto -, or assigns, the sum 
of —— dollars redeemable after the 30th day of June, 1881, with interest from the 
first day of . inclusive, at siz per cent. per annum payable on the first days 
of January and July in each year. This debt is authorized by acts of Congress, 
approved July 17 and Augast 5, 1861, and is transferable on the books of this 
othce. 


Neither the laws nor the bonds mention coin, and the bonds were 
actually issued for Treasury notes at par, and not then a full legal 
tender, and were payable in whatever money Congress might declare 
a {ull legal tender, whether greenbacks or silver coin. 

Fifth. “Loan of 1°63,” outstanding $75,000,000, was issued under 
the act approved March 3, 1863, which authorized the Secretary of 
the Treasury “to borrow on the credit of the United States ‘ a sum 
pot exceeding $900,000,000, and to issue therefor coupon or registered 
bonds, payable at the pleasure of the Government after such periods 
as may be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury, not less than ten 
nor more than forty years from date, in coin bearing interest at a 
rate not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum payable in coin,’” and to 
“dispose of such bonds at any time upon such terms as he may deem 
most advisable, for lawful money of the United States or for any of 
the certificates of indebtedness or deposit or for any Treasury notes,” 
and to “be exempt from taxation by or under State or municipal 
authority.” 

The act of June 30, 1864, repealed the authority to borrow or issue 
bonds under said act, “except so far as it may affect $75,000,000 of 
bonds already advertised.” 

I will read the form of these bonds, farnished me by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury : 











Act of March 3, 1863. 

The United States of America are indebted unto . or assigns, in the 
sum of ——— dollars, redeemable after the 30th day of June, 1881, with interest from 
the Ist day of , inclusive, at 6 per cent. per annum, payable on the Ist days 
of January and July in each year. This debt is authorized by act of Congress 
approved March 3, 1563, and is transferable on the books of this office. 


Seventy-five million dollars in these bonds were issued and are now 
all outstanding in the original bonds. These bonds do not mention 
coin upon their face, but the act authorizing their issue makes them 
payable in coin, and they are payable in silver coin of whatever 
weight, fineness and value, Congress, in the exercise of its consti- 
tutional power “to coin money and regulate the value thereof” may 
by law declare a legal tender when they are redeemable. There can 
be no doubt that they are payable in said silver coin of 412} grains 
weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

Sixth. “ Ten-forties of 1864,” outstanding $194,566,300, were issued 
under the act approved March 3, 1864. (13 Statutes, 13, supplementary 
to said act of March 3, 1863.) 

Section L of act of March 3, 1864, authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury “‘toborrow * * * onthecredit of the United States, not 
exceeding $200,000,000, * * * and issue therefor coupon or regis- 
tered bonds of the United States bearing date March 1, 1864, or any 
subsequent period, redeemable at the pleasure of the Government 
after any period not less than five years, and payable at any period 
not more than forty years from date in coin, and of such denomina- 
tions as may be found expedient, not less than $50, bearing interest 
not exceeding 6 percent. a year, payabie in coin ; and he may dispose 
of such bonds at any time on such terms as he may deem most ad- 
visable for lawful money of the United States or at his discretion for 
Treasury notes, certificates of indebtedness, or certificates of deposit, 
issued under any act of Congress; and all bonds issued under this act 
= be exempt from taxation by er under State or municipal author- 

¥ 


There were issued $196,117,300 in registered and coupon bonds, re- 


deemable in ten years, March 1, 1874, and payable in forty years, 
March 1, 1904 > 


04, bearing 5 per cent. interest, and there are now out- 
standing said 8194 565,300, the remainder of the issue, $1,551,000, hav- 
ing been redeemed or refunded. 


I w ill read the form of these bonds, furnished by the Secretary of 
the Treasury : 











Act of March 3, 1864, ten-forties. 


et States of America are indebted unto . or assigns, in the 


Pe iy doilars, redeemable at the pleasure of the United States after the 
fr ' day of February 1874, and payable on the Istday of March, 1904, with interest 
con the , inclusive, at 5 per cent. per annum, payable on the ist day of Sep- 
: we and March in each year. This debt is authorized by act of Congress 
pproved March 3, 1864, and is transferable on the books of this oflice. 
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Like the $75,000,000 loan of 1863, the bonds do not call for payment 
in coin, ‘but the law authorizing their issue requires payment in coin, 
and they are payable in whatever coin Congress may declare a full 
legal tender. They are, beyond all question, payable iu said silver 
coin. 

Seventh, eighth, and ninth. The same law authorized the issue of 
these three items, “the consols of 1365,” “of 1867,” and “of 1868.” 
“Consols of 1865” outstanding, $116,903,350; “consols of 1367” out- 
standing, $310,617,200; and “ consols of 1268” outstanding, $37,465,300, 
were all authorized by the same act, approved March 3, 1365. (13 
Statutes, 463.) 

Section 1 authorized the Secretary of the Treasury— 

To borrow * * * onthe creditof the United States, in addition to the sums 
heretofore authorized, anysums not exceeding in the aggregate $00,000,000, and to 
issue therefor bonds or Treasury notes of the United States in such form as he may 
prescribe ; and so much thereof as may be issued in bonds shall be of denomina- 
tions not less than $50, and may be made payable at any period not more than 
forty years from date of issue, or may be made redeemable at the pleasure of the 
Government at or after any period not less than five years nor more than forty 
years from date, or may be made redeemable and payable as aforesaid, as may be 
expressed upon their face, and so much thereof as may be issued in Treasury notes 
may be made convertible into any bonds authorized by this act, and may be of such 
denominations, not less than $50, and bear such dates and be made redeemable or 

yayable at such periods as in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury may 
x6 deemed wae. And the interest on such bonds shall be payable semi-annu- 
ally; and on the Treasury notes authorized by this act the interest may be made 
payable semi-annually, or annually, or at maturity thereof, and the principal or 
interest, or both, may be made PAYABLE IN COIN OR IN OTHER LAWFUL MONEY: Pro- 
vided, That the rate of interest on any such bonds or Treasury notes, when payable in 
coin, shall not exceed 6 per cent. per annum, and when not payablein coin shall not 
exceed 74, per cent. per annum; and the rate and character of interest shall be 
expressed on all such bonds or Treasury notes: And provided further, That the act 
entitled “ An act to provide ways and means for the support of the Government, 
and for other purposes,’ approved June 30, 1864, shall be so construed as to 
authorize the issue of bonds of any description authorized by this act. And any 
Treasury notes or other obligations beasing interest issued under any act of Con- 
gress may, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and with the con- 
sent of the holder, be converted into any description of bonds authorized by this 
act. 

Section 2 authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to— 

Dispose of any of the bonds or other obligations issued under this act either in 
the United States or elsewhere in such manner, and at such rates, and under such 
conditions as he may think advisable, FOR COIN OR FOR OTHER LAWFUL MONEY OF 
THE UNITED STATES, OR FOR ANY Treasury notes, certificates of indebtedness or cer 
tificates of deposit, or other representatives of value which have been or may be 
issued under any act of Congress. 


And to— 

Issue bonds or Treasury notes authorized by this act in payment for any requi- 
sitions for materials or supplies which shall have been made by the appropriate 
Department or offices upon the Treasury of the United States— 
on notice that tLo owner of the claim desires to subscribe for an 
amount of loan equal to his claim or any part. By an aet of Con- 
gress approved April 12, 12°65, amendatory of this act, the Secretary 
of the Treasury was authorized— 

To receive any Treasury notes or other obligations issued under any act of Con- 
gress, whether bearing interest or not, iu exchange for any description of said bonds, 

And to dispose of any of said bonds— 

For lawful money of the United States or for any Treasury notes, certificates of 
indebtedness or certificates of deposit, or other representatives of value which 
have been or which may be issued under any act of Congress. 

These acts were really refunding acts, and authorized the funding 
or consolidation of Treasury notes and other obligations, whether 
bearing interest or not, certificates of indebtedness, certificates of 
deposit, and other representatives of value into these bonds. Hence 
their title, “consols.” Under these acts the following issues of con- 
sols or bonds were made: Consols of 1365, dated July 1, 1565, re- 
deemable after five and payable after twenty years from date, bearing 
6 PER CENT. interest, payable semi-annually, were issued to the amount 
of $332,998,950, of which there is now outstanding $116,903,350, the 
remainder, $216,095,600, having been refunded or redeemed. Consols 
of 1867, dated July 1, 1867, redeemable after five years and payable 
after twenty years from date, bearing 6 PER CENT. interest, payable 
semi-annually, were issued to the amount of $379,617,750, of which 
there is now outstanding $310,617.200, the remainder, $69,000,550, hav- 
ing been refunded or redeemed. Consols of 1568, dated July 1, 156, 
redeemable after five and payable after twenty years from date, with 
6 PER CENT. interest, payable semi-annually, were issned to the amount 
of $42,539,350, of which there is now outstanding $37,465,300, the re- 
mainder, $5,074,050, having been redeemed or refunded. 

The total amount of all the consols issued under said acts was 
$755,156,050, of which there has been redeemed or refunded $290,- 
170,200, leaving $464,955,350 in these consols outstanding and un- 
changed, being the same original consols first issued. I will read 
their form, furnished me by the Secretary of the Treasury : 

Act of March 3, 1865, consols of "65. 

The United States of America are indebted unto , or assigns, in the 
sum of dollars, redeemable at the pleasure of the United States after the 
Ist day of July, 1870, and payable on the Ist day of July, 1885, with interest from 
the Ist day of , inclusive, at 6 per cent. per annum, payable on the Ist day of 
January and July in each year. This debt is authorized by act of Congress ap- 
proved March 3, 1865, and is transferable on the books of this otlice. 

Phraseology of consols of ’67 and ’68 the same. 

Not one of these consols or bonds mentions coin or requires pay- 
ment in coin. The law authorizing their issue does not make them 
payable in coin. The law simply provided that “the principal or in- 
terest, or both, may be made payable in coin or other lawful money.” 
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The question, therefore, as to whether they were payable in coin 
must be determined by the words of the consols or bonds, the written 
obligation. ‘These do not say that they are payable in coin, and only 
acknowledge an indebtedness “in the sum of —— dollars” named. 
These dollars are the dollars of whatever money Congress had then 
made or might make lawful money or a full legal tender. The green- 
backs were then as now lawful money—a full legal tender. They are 
certainly payable in said silver coin, or whatever coin Congress may 
declare a full legal tender, 

Tenth, eleventh, and twelfth. These three “funded loans” of 18:1, 
1-01, and 1907 were issued under the same laws, the act approved July 
14, 1870, amended by act approved January 20, 1571, and the two last 


subsequent to the act approved January 14, 1875. I have already | 


read these several acts and discussed their meaning and effect, and 
1 
in the same words as the bond I read dated July 1, 1°77, and differ 
only in dates, amounts, rates of interest, and times of maturity. 
Of the “funded loan of 12#1” there have been issued $517,994,150, 
dated May 1, 1871, redeemable in ten years, bearing 5 per cent in- 
terest. The “ Geneva award fund” was invested in these bonds and 


was afterward covered into the Treasury and $9,553,800 of these 
bonds cancelled. There are now outstanding $508,440,350. Of the 
“ funded loan of 1801” there have been issued $200,000,000, dated Sep- 
tember 1, 1876, redeemable after fifteen years, bearing 4} per cent. 
interest—all outstanding. Of the “funded loan of 1907” $74,900,000 
have been issued, dated July 1, 1877, redeemable after thirty years, 
bearing 4 per cent. interest—all outstanding. 

As I have already conclusively shown, the laws authorizing their 
issue and the bonds themselves make them payable in the silver dol- 
lar of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine. 

Under the head, “ Debt bearing interest in lawful money,’ 
“Navy-pension fund” outstanding, $14,000,000, bearing 3 per cent. 


’ 


interest, applicable only tothe payment of Navy pensions. This fund 
was created by act approved March 2, 1799, (1 Statutes, 716) by set- 
ting apart the money accrued or accruing from sale of prizes as a per- 
petual fund for the payment of half pay to the officers and seamen 


entitled thereto, and is simply a trust fund; and, if payable at all, | 


ean be paid in any lawful money, and certainly in said silver coin. 
Under the heading in the public debt statement of “ Debt on which 
interest has ceased since maturity” there are twenty-four separate 
items or titles of indebtedness, aggregating $21,512,240.26, and show- 
ing the amount of each, the dates of the laws authorizing the issue, 
rate of interest, and time of maturity. 

I have carefully read the several acts of Congress anthorizing their 
issues respectively, and I now state as a fact that neither the said acts 
nor the obligations mention coin of any kind or require payment in 
coin. They simply authorize the issue of certain obligations for so 
many dollars and promise the payment of so many dollars. 

Every dollar called for in each obligation was payable in lawful 
money—in whatever money was a legal tender—and can certainly 
be paid in said silver coin. 

Of the “debt bearing no interest” given in the public debt state- 


ment there are six items or titles of indebtedness. Neither the laws | 


authorizing the issue of the obligations under the titles numbered 1, 
2,3, 4, and 6, nor the obligations mention coin or require payment in 
coin. They are clearly payable in said silver coin. The fifth item, 
“coin certificates” outstanding, $33,424,900, were issued under act 
approved March 3, 1863, for gold coin or bullion deposited in the 
Treasury, and are payable in gold coin on the return of the certifi- 
cates. This is the only item of the whole public debt payable in gold 
coin alone. The “ bonds issued to the Pacitic Railway Companies” 
outstanding, $64,623,512, bearing 6 per cent. interest payable in law- 
ful money, under the acts approved July 1, 1862, and July 2, 1864, 
and not included in the public debt as before given, are by the terms 
of the laws and of the bonds payable in lawful money, and can be 
paid in said silver coin. 

The act of February 25, 1862, was the first act of Congress ever 
passed which made United States notes a legal tender. 

This act made such a note a full legal tender.“ in payment of all 
taxes, internal duties, excises, debts, and demands of every kind due 
to the United States except duties on imports, and of all claims and 
demands against the United States, of every kind whatever, except 
for interest upon ponds and notes, which shall be paid in coin, and 
a full legal tender in payment of all debts, public and private, within 
the United States, except duties on imports and interest as afore- 
said.” 

The highest court of our country has decided that the act of Con- 
gress making said notes such legal tender was constitutional, and I do 
not now propose to reopen that question in this discussion. I am 
dealing with the laws as they are. 

Prior to this act silver and gold of the weight, fineness, and value 
fixed by the laws were the only legal-tender money in existence. 


Mr. President, [think 1 have conelusively shown by the words of the | 


laws, and by the express terms of the obligations, issued by the Gov- 
ernment and now outstanding, and constituting our entire national 
debt, that not only the bonds issued since the passage of the acts 
of July 14,1270, January 20, 1871, and January 14, 1875, and designated 
in the public debt statement for the month of December, 1277, as 
“funded loan of 18°1,” “funded loan of 1891,” and “funded Joan of 
1007,” aggregating $753,340,350, but also all other outstanding obli- 


| unlimited coinage of the silver dollar of 412} grains weight, nino 


| pose of the Government to discharge all just obligations to the public ere 


is the | 





gations of the Government of every kind whatsoever, except the « 
gle item of “coin certificates,” amounting to $33,424,900. now a. 
standing, can be paid in silver coins of 412} grains weight, nine-tey:),, 
fine, to the dollar, without any violation of public faith or natic, 
honor or derogation of any rights of the public creditor. such ; 
ment in such coin is a sacred right of the peop%e, clearly guarra; te 
by the terms of the laws and the obligations of the Government. 9, 
by all known principles of honesty, fair dealing, public faith’ 5, 
national honor. In order to preserve such right unimpaired, jt j, 
the plain duty of Congress to pass this resolution and to restor t 


8 


tenths fine, with unlimited legal-tender power. In this connec; 
I will refer to the act of Congress approved March 18, 1869, fa)co.), 


| entitled “An act tostrengthen the public credit.” It is in the folJow. 
read the form of all these bonds. They are all of the same form and | 


ing words: 
An act to strengthen the public credit. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Tnited States 
America in Congress assembled, That in order to remove any doubt as to t 


, 


and to settle conflicting questions and interpretations of the laws by virt 
which such obligations have been contracted, it is hereby provided and de 
that the faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to the payment in , 
its equivalent of all tho obligations of the United States not beari; 
known as United States notes, and of all the interest-bearing obligations of 4) 
United States, except in cases where the law authorizing the issue of any such ; 
ligation has expressly provided that the same may be paid in lawful’ mone 

other currency than gold and silver. But none of said interest-bearing ol); 
not already due shall be redeemed or paid before maturity unless at su ) 
United States notes shall be caeenils into coin at the option of the holder. , 

unless at such time bonds of the United States bearing a lower rate of i; 


gatio 


terest t] 


| the bonds to be redeemed can be sold at par in coin. And the United States g 


solemnly pledges its faith to make provision at the earliest practicable 
the redemption of the United States notes in coin. 


period f 
J. G. BLAINE, 
Speaker of the Ilouse of Representatives 
SCHUYLER COLFAX 
Vice-President of the United States a 
President of the Senate 
Approved, March 18, 1369. 
U. S. GRANT 
The act of February 25, 1862, was the first act of Congress of which 
I have any knowledge which provided for the payment of any obji- 
gation of the Government in coin. It provided that INTEREST upon 
bonds and notes shall be paid in coin, and section 5 provided— 
That all duties on imported goods shall be paid in coin, or in notes payab) 
demand heretofore authorized to be issued and by law receivable in payn 
public dues, and the coin so paid shall be set apart as a special fund, and sha 
applied as follows: 
First. To the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and notes of the 
United States. 
Second. To the purchase— 
Mark the word “ purchase” — 
or payment of 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the United States, to be made w 
each fiscal year after the Ist day of July, 1862, which is to be set apart as a sinking 
fund, and the interest of which shall in like manner be applied to the purchase or 
payment of the public debt as the Secretary of the Treasury shall from time to 
time direct. 
Third. The residue thereof to be paid into the Treasury of the United States 


What was the effect of the act of March 18, 1869? It pledged or 
attempted to pledge the faith of the United States to the payment in 
coin or its equivalent of all obligations of the Government, interest- 
bearing and non-interest bearing, “except in casea where the law 
authorizing the issue of any such obligation has expressly provided that 
the same may be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold AND 
SILVER.” This act defined the cract meaning of the word “coin” as 
used therein to be “gold AND silver,” not gold alone. It made all the 
obligations of the United States payable in coin, gold and silver. 


The aggregate outstanding debt of the United i 
States on June 30, 1869, was.........-...------ $2, 656, 603, 955 73 
It was certainly no less on March 18, 1869, Of this 
great sum the following items and amounts were 
by the law authorizing their issue payable in 
com: 
Gold certificates, act of March 3, 
SER scacensnediadsesns cons sdey Gee 
“Loan of 1863, act of March 3, 
1863,” 6 per cent. interest, re- 
deemable after June 30, 1831, 
then, and now ontstanding..... 75,000,000 00 
Ten-forties of 1864, act of March 3, 
1364, 5 per cent. interest, redeem- 
able after Mareh 1, 1574, then 
outstanding ................-.. 194,567,300 00 


Total debt payable in coin, March 18, 1869....... 300,056,940 00 


——_$$_—$_ 


| Deduct this total debt payable in coin from the 


aggregate outstanding debt June 30, 1869, will i 
leave the outstanding debt.............. 2, 356, 547, 015 73 
This great sum was properly and legally payable in lawful mone y; 
although the laws authorizing its issue did not expressly provid that 
the same may be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold 
and silver. tet 
I say it was properly and legally payable in lawful money—~leea, 
tender notes, because the legal-tender notes were then by law “4 ful 








legal tender in payment of all taxes, internal duties, excises, debts 
and demands of every kind due to the United States, except duties 
= nports, and all claims and demands against the United States of every 
sod oes r, except for interest upon bonds and notes,” which shall be 

i in com. 

Perbis exceptionof the interest, and only the interest upon bonds and notes, 
Jemonstrates conclusively that such bonds and notes, and all out- 
s nding obligations of the United States, not expressly calling for 
oals, and coin alone, were then properly and legally payable in legal- 
tender notes. v..: x : 

The Supreme Court of the United States in the celebrated “legal- 
tender eases” has expressly decided that obligations contracted 
prior as well as subsequent to the act of February 25, L562, were 
legally payable in these legal-tender notes. 

The exceptions in the act of March 18, 1869, only extended to “cases 
where the law authorizing the issue of any such obligation has ex- 
pressly prov ided that the same may be paid in lawful money or other 
currency than gold and silver,” and did not save this great amount of 
indebtedness from the effect of said act, because in very few cases 
the law authorizing the issue of any such obligation had expressly 
provided that the same might “be paid in lawful money or other 
currency than gold and silver.” 

The obligations called for so much money—so many dollars—and 
the legal-tender notes were the lawful money—the dollars—the full 
equivalents in law of the money and dollars named and promised in 
the obligations, and all such obligations to the amount aforesaid 
were payable in such legal-tender notes, regardless of the fact that 
the law authorizing their issue had not expressly provided for their pay- 
ment in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver. 

The effect of the act of March 18, 1869, was therefore not only to 
make obligations of the Government to the amount of $2,356,547,- 
015.73, then properly and legally payable in legal-tender notes, pay- 
able in gold and silver coin thereafter, but also to add to said amount 
the diflerence in value between legal-tender notes of that amount 
and coin of the same amount, or the then premium of gold over legal- 
tender notes. 

In March, 1869, the preminm on gold over legal-tender notes in 
New York City ranged from thirty-two and a half to thirty and one- 
fourth cents on the dollar, or, one dollar of one hundred cents in gold 
was worth one dollar and thirty-two and a half to thirty and one- 
fourth cents in legal-tender notes. 

Estimating the difference in value in gold dollars and legal-tender 
dollars at thirty cents to the dollar, this act of March 18, 1269, added 
thirty cents in value to every dollar of the then debt, and thus in- 
creased the value of the obligations of the Government due from the 
people to the holders of these obligations to the amount of thirty 
cents on every dollar of $2,356,547,015.73, or to the amount of $706,- 
064,104,715;; and to this great amount enriched the holders of the 
Government obligations, and to the same amount robbed the tax- 
payers of the country. And yet the act is entitled “An act to 
strengthen the public credit,’ and does not satisfy the Londholder 
because it did not say “gold,” and “gold alone,” instead of “ gold 
and silver.” 

Another point just here. According to Dr. Linderman’s tables, 
one ounce of pure gold was then equivalent to 15.6 ounces of pure 
silver; or, one silver dollar of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, was 
equivalent to $1.0247 in gold 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

Another effect of this act was to pledge the faith of the United 
States to pay their obligations in gold and silver coin and in either gold 
or silver, at the option of the United States, and not in gold alone. 

In order to save something from the ruin and wreck wrought by 
this act it is now the imperative duty of Congress not only to pass 
this resolution, but also to restore the free coinage of the silver dol- 
lar, with unlimited legal-tender power, by passing the silver bill. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, when more than a week ago the 
Senate, with unusual courtesy, signified its willingness to hear me, I 
could not consent, such were the circumstances surrounding its prof- 
fer. And now, sir, that in the regular order of the Senate’s business I 
may speak of right, and freely speak, if I were to consult my own con- 
venience and pleasure in the matter I would not speak at all; but 
the friends of the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
MaTTurws] have spoken much upon this subject. The debate has 
been long, the arguments full, I had.almost said exhaustive, and the 
knowledge is had by allof us that under the discussion of a bill, the 
bill of the Houseof Representatives remonetizing silver, “ ample room 
and verge enough” will be given to all who desire to debate the finan- 
cial question, 

So much has been said, however, by those who favor the double- 
standard policy, it is as well, perhaps, that I should attempt, before 
the final vote is taken on the resolution, to express some views from 
a opposite stand-point. 

CLASSIFICATION OF BONDS. 
; Regarding the bonds of the Government, practically we have three 

“a88es, 

First, those issued prior to 1873, still in the hands of purchasers be- 
fore that date ; second, those of similar issue and now in possession of 
purchasers obtaining them since the act of 1873 demonetizing silver ; 
and, third, those of issue since the passage of the act just referred to, 
being the bonds known as the 5’s, the 44’s, and the 4’s. 

Although I believe holders of the second class have a claim in 
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equity equal to those held by the third class in law, I shall for the 
purposes of this discussion place all the bonds of the Government in 
two classes—that is, those issued prior to 1873 and those of issue in 
and since February of that year. 

It will be observed that I differ from most of those who have en- 
tered upon this debate, on either side of the main question, inasmuch 
as I hold that the Government has the legal right to pay a portion of its 
bonds—those of issue prior to 1873—in gold or silver “ coin” (herein- 
after designated) at its option, while as to the remainder of its 
bonded obligation, the issues since February, 1873, the payment must 
absolutely be made in gold. 

Notwithstanding these distinctions, I shall finally be found in full 
agreement with those who contend for the maintenance of a single 
and gold standard in payment of all the obligations of Government. 
I shall endeavor to show that where it is our lawful right to pay in 
either “coin,” our interests are not to be subserved by payments in 
silver; and where our option ceased, as it did in 1973, our obligation 
is to pay in gold alone. 

AS TO BONDS OF ISSUE PRIOR TO 1873. 

Now, sir, as to that class of bonds issued prior to 1873—mainly 
from 1862 to 1873—we stamped them payable in “coin.” By that 
phrase, under then existing laws, we named silver and gold, either or 
both, as “coin,” and for the simple reason that coins of both these 
metals of certain weight and fineness were under the law for most 
purposes legal-tender “ coin.” 

Practically, up to the time of the passage of the demonetization 
act no serious controversy had occurred regarding this fact. No oc- 
sasion was had, indeed, to question the standing of silver as to gold, 
inasmuch as during all recent years it had uniformly been of superior 
value to gold, measuring each unit of value by the Government 
standard of weight and fineness. 

GOVERNMENT'S OPTION NO OPTION. 

Thus the Government’s option as to the coin of payment amounted 
to nothing. Our profit was to pay in gold. Added to this sufticient 
reason it was our manifest policy to pay in gold. As debtors, desir- 
ing to reduce our burden of interest, we adopted payment in that 
coin, gold, which gave us the highest price in selling our bonds and 
the lowest terms of interest we could fix upon them. Although dur- 
ing these years we held the option of payments in gold or silver coin, 
it is well known that it became the studied purpose of Govern- 
ment to persuade the mind of capital that coin with it meant gold, 
and this purpose was enforced by the simple and substantial argu- 
ment of paying it. No mere resolutions of Congress, no opinions of Sec- 
retaries could have had or ever did have a breath of influence upon 
the minds of lenders, compared with this long unbroken practice of 
Government itself. 

Sir, it is said that payment of our obligations has not been restricted 
to the eoinof the United States. My reply is that silver being, during 
most of our history, of superior value to gold, (taking Government’s 
measure of coins in ascertainment of the relative value of gold and 
silver to each other,) no advantage would have come to us from the 
purchase of silvers broad and payment of it to our creditcrs, without, 
indeed, we had “regulated” foreign coins so purchased, called them 
of value they were not, or had adopted some other convenient con- 
trivance not then known to statesmanship. 

Secondly. Had those from whom we were compelled to borrow sus- 
pected our purpose to pay in foreign money, the legal-tender value 
of which would be subject to “regulation” by each succeeding Con- 
gress, we should probably have been unable to have obtained credit 
enough to have borrowed at all. 

The simple truth is, Mr. President, when we made our obliga- 
tions—the greater portion of them—we took no thought of payment 
in silver, dreamed of no chance like the one now sought for, and 
meant by “coin” that metal which Government had ever before paid 
to its creditors, that Government had alone ever possessed in quantity 
suflicient to pay with, and that coin which the whole commercial and 
financial world with whom we have to deal were then dealing and 
knew only as our coin of payment. 

THE DOUBLE STANDARD NON-EFFECTIVE FOR PERMANENT RELIEF. 

Mr. President, should we make a law remonetizing silver and that 
coin of 4124 grains that my friend from Missouri [Mr.CockreL] has 
referred to so eloquently remain relatively as much cheaper than gold 
as it now is, of what advantage will our remonetization be to the peo- 
ple? Beyond that given to those now in debt it would possess none. As 
to all new obligations they would be made expressly payable in gold, 
or so charged for in higher rates of interest or higher charges for com- 
modities, as to make the cost to the borrower of money or purchaser 
of merchandise relatively the same as if the transactions had taken 

“lace on a gold basis. 1 may say, Mr. President, that since this bill 
1as been under discussion large loans of money have only been had 
by inserting the gold-coin payment in the bond, or by providing 
that the loan must be paid in gold or silver, at the option of the 
lender. We may cry out never so much, but as long as we are a 
borrowing people there is no remedy for us. Even the mutterings of 
the distant thunder that the Senator from Indiana made eloquence 
of the other day will have little effect, let me say with great respect, 
upon the action of capital. That nimble power, fearing our menaces, 
will quietly withdraw itself to some other and more substantial pro- 
tection. So, sir, laws of Congress, though they be piled mountain 
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hich, cannot change to disorder the higher and immutable laws of 
supply and demand, or the speedy exit of capital from the “ protec 
tion” of a Government that menaces either its honest value or its 
righteous possession, 

Then, sir, we come to this: though we gain the paltry advantage 
of paying portions of our existing obligations, national, State, or in- 
dividual, in a coin more or less cheaper than gold, we must face the 
grim certainty that as to our new obligations the highest standard 
coin will be brought against us, directly or indirectly. This at last 
must be the result of enterprise in finance like that now contemplated. 
If, sir, we really had the ability to pay all of our obligations.to 
creditors—lederal, State, and municipal—computed to be four thou- 
sand millions at present, we would appear to gain somewhat by pay- 
ment in silver at the present value of it. Unfortunately, however, 
we cannot conveniently pay this sum, and our highest effort for years 
to come will be to meet the interest upon our debts, and possibly to 
accumulate a fraction toward the payment of principals. So that 
wisdom would seem to teach us to direct our efforts toward the estab- 
lishment of such credit among lenders of money as will enable us to 
carry our obligations at the lowest possible rate of interest. This, 
Mr. President, is really about all we have in hand to do for years to 
come, 48 practical men. 

REMONETIZATION OF SILVER A LOSS TO THE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT. 

Remonetization of silver will not lessen the public burden. If sil- 
ver is made legal tender and remains the cheaper coin, and is to be 
paid out by Government, then all will agree that we may not longer 
refund our debt, now being done at 4 per cent., at the same rate of 
interest, or sell our bonds at the price we obtain for them now. Just 
to the extent, therefore, that Government pays a higher rate of inter- 
est, or sells its bonds for a lower price, it is the loser; the public bur- 
den is not lessened, but is increased. This is plain. 

Nor is this quite all. Our bonds will not sell or our rate of inter- 
est upon them be established by comparing the market value of sil- 
ver to gold coin at the time of the transaction between Government 
and the lender. Though Government seeks to take advantage of a 
period when silver approximates in value to gold, the lender will 
never forget that his bond is payable “ optionally” and that silver 
has been 12 per cent. below gold and may be again. And lenders take 
no chances, have no sentiment, accept no bond of fate that has not 
all the guarantees that experience can teach. 

Thus Government would suffer, and have to saffer—hopeless debtor 
that it is, and must so long remain—in compound proportion. If, as I 
claim, and calculation has shown, Government is not to be advan- 
taged, temporarily even, by its adoption of a double standard, then 
all pretext of gain in this direction is gone. 

There be those who claim with the comparatively small surplus of 
silver abroad, that in Germany and Holland amounting to $30,000,000 
say, being the principal sum upon which drafts would probably 
be made, (and with much of this being constantly sold to the all- 
silver-absorbing East,) the value of silver would quickly approx- 
imate to or equal that of gold. I omit, for brevity, all reference to 
the tolerably well ascertained capacity for producing silver in the 
mines of the world. The increasing needs of increasing populations 
and the demands of art will care for this production. 

If silver should rapidly approximate the value of gold, as (dis- 
agreeing With some of my friends) I am inclined to think it would, 
then where would lie the profit of remonetization to the Government 
or to the people ? Why the change from what has been our practice to 
the readoption of an option presenting so few chances of pecuniary 
advantage ? 

We take by the effort some, and by the act all, of the certainty of 
loss in money and in credit without, as is confessed, any considerable 
chance of gain. If, then, honor questions the transaction, and cupid- 
ity does not demand it, how shall we stand justified ? 

SILVER PAYMENT NOW AS INDEMNITY FOR THE PAST. 

It has been urged in favor of silver payments by the Government 
that we have been, that is the people and the Government have been, 
large sufferers in the past in consequence of our uniform policy of 
payments in gold. I have already shown, sir, the extravagance of 
this statement, in that we have found no period till the present one 
when we could have profited by silver payments. 

liow can the extremest advocates of a silver standard, under these 
circumstances, be charged, in “ behalf of the people,” with the grave 
responsibility of obtaining “indemnity for the past?” 

Mr. President, for all practical purposes, and substantially for those 
of commercial ones also, silver, as a legal-tender coin of the people, 
passed out of existence more than twenty years before the passage of 
the celebrated demonetization act of 1873. My friend from Missouri 
shakes his head. I have only to say to him that without delaying 
this debate, already too long delayed, I shall stand ready to verify 
the statement. Its use by the people had been confined, long before 
the war, to the ever-convenient and always-to-be-circulated subsidi- 
ary coin, the half-dimes and dimes, the quarters and half dollars of 
every-day use, “the people’s money ” in reality; the money of con- 
venience to them, but not the money for their hard-earned savings 
to be kept in. 

A FEW WORDS REGARDING THE PRACTICAL DEMONETIZATION OF SILVER IN I&3B. 

By act of Congress, Febrnary, 1853, twenty-four years ago, there- 
fore, provision was alone made to purchase bullion for the coinage 


of subsidiary silver. The existence of the legal-tender silyer dol 
was absolutely ignored in the act, its perpetuity deemed unwor 
of mention. Yet, sir, only about three millions of the legal-tende 
silver dollars then existed, and the omission could not have nen 
based u on their excessive number. Nor will it be claimed, sir I — 
sume, tLat Congress was at that time frightened or cajoled by s lens 
then almost without an existence, the “ bloated” holders of Go, 5 
ment obligations. 

The next act of Congress of consequence in this connection is thas 
of March, 1563. It provided to receive gold deposits alone, ani +, 
make gold payments only. Yet previous acts of Congress maki, 
silver coin of certain kinds legal tender remain unrepealed. * 
word, sir, the legal-tender silver dollar had ceased to be a commer 
coin, had passed to the dignity of a memorial one, and for 1) 
reason: that it claimed to be what it was not. Its unit of valy, 
measured by the recognized gold and other unit of valne, had ju 
found impracticable of accomplishment. It was a coin, therefor. 
of variableness, inconsistency, and confusion. Measured by its mate 
of value, it stood from 1834 to 1873 relatively as 103 to 100, For 
forty years with undeviating persistency our silver dollar had been 
worth 3 per cent. more than our gold one. No wonder we had yo 
defender of “the dollar of our fathers” during all these years. A}! 
it would have cost just 3 per cent, and this in gold too, to have 
“defended” during these long years, to say nanght of what might 
have been the political cost to ambitious statesmen attempting the 
defense. 

Mr. President, during all this period, this era of confusion and cop. 
tradiction in our coinage acts, the mint value of the legal-tender 
silver dollar for the purchase of subsidiary coin of the Goverument was 
equal toabout one hundred and eight centsin gold. Thus an employer 
could take one hundred silver dollars received by him in business at 
par, purchase two hundred and sixteen United States half-dollars 
with them, and paying to laborers in these half-dollars the promised 
dollar for his daily work make $16 on every $100 of wages paid by 
him as a capitalist to labor. ; 

Sir, you will find large employers taking this advantage of labor 
to-day, or substantially so: putting their more valuable greenback 
dollars into the cheaper silver ones, and thus getting from labor for 
ninety cents what it had agreed to pay one hundred cents for. It 
may be, sir, for the moment, this grinding fact does not possess the 
mind of all the workingmen of the country. But, sir, let me assure 
you if the silver bill be passed and the relations between silver and 
gold remain as they are to-day this fact will come to the working- 
men of the country, and when it shall come and its effect shall be 
felt no sophistry and no rhetoric will take it away and thereatter 
bewilder them. 

Mr. WALLACE. Will the Senator from New Jersey tell me how 
many half dollars in silver of the present standard it would take to 
make a hundred gold dollars at the present value of gold coin? 

Mr. RANDOLPH. This, sir, requires precise calculation—gold 
fluctuating daily—and I can hardly stop to make it. I should reter 
all questions of figures to my friend from Missouri if I were inclined 
to go into details in the midst of this speech. The Senator from 
Missouri has given us figures until I confess my simple mind is con- 
fused with them. He can no doubt give to the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania an exact and prompt answer. 

Mr. WALLACE. Iam much obliged tomy friend from New Jersey. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Concerning the passage of the demonetization 
act of 1873 I understand the facts to be these : The House of Repre- 
sentatives by resolution, in 1870, asked the opinion of Treasury officials 
and experts regarding a revision of the laws relative to coinage, &c. 
In April, 1870, the Secretary of the Treasury reported the substance 
of the information and suggestions collected. Accompanying this 
report was the draft of a bill prepared by Mr. Knox, then deputy, 
now Comptroller of the Currency. The bill, which distinctly aimed 
at the dismissal of the standard silver dollar as a legal tender, passed 
the Senate January 10, 1871, and the House May 27, 1872, with amend- 
ments; these being substantially concurred in by the Senate, passing 
the criticism of a conference committee of the two Houses, and finally 
becoming a law February, 1873, nearly three years after discussion in 
Congress had begun. That the effect of this bill thus discussed and 
passed would be to demonetize silver, leaving gold the only standard, 
was clearly understood. ; 

In the debate in the House, Mr. Potrer, of New York, said: 

This bill provides for the making of changes in the legal-tender coin of the 
country and for substituting as legal tender coin of only one metal instead, as 
heretofore, of two. I think myself this would be a wise provision, and that lezal- 
tender coins, except subsidiary coins, should be of gold alone. 

Another prominent member of the House of Representatives, Mr. 
KELLEY, of Pennsylvania—since reconstructed or “ regulated” upon 
this question, I believe—used these words : 


It is impossible to retain the double standard ; the values of gold and silver com: 
tinually fluctuate. You cannot determine what will be the relative value of gol" 
and silver next year. They were 15 to 1a short time ago; they are 16 to 1 now 
Hence all experience has shown that you must have one standard coin wi a 
shall be a legal tender for all others, and then you may promote our comes! 
convenience by having a subsidiary coin of silver which shall circulate 10 all 
parts of your country as legal tender for a limited amount and be redeema re 
at its face value by the Government. But, sir, I again call the attention ¢! te 
House to the fact that the gentleman who proposed this bill insists upon ™ “ 
taining a silver dollar worth three and a half cents more than the gold dollar an L worth 
seven cents more than two half dollars, and that so long as those provisious remain 
you cannot keep silver coin in the country. 
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Mr. President, I cannot add to the force of these words by com- | ions of dollars per year. This loss, it will be observed, is almost 
ment of mine but I may recall attention to the fact that at the time | directly upon agriculture and labor, and scarcely a fraction of it upon 
of the passage of the demonetization act in 1873 the clinching argu- capital. 

ment made in its favor was that our silver dollar was then at that Our importations, now $500,000,009 a year, must be paid for in gold ; 
very hour worth three and a half cents more than our gold dollar. with silver a legal tender our exportations may be paid for in that 
Where was “ vigilant capital” at that time? coin. Thus we may rapidly become the custodians of the inferior 
May it not happen, Mr. President, that with the slow progress of | and inconvenient coin, and the losers of that other and superior coin, 
inwisiation, before the advocates of the silver policy shall reach their | gold, with which alone we can purchase in all markets, and upon 
voal, the silver dollar of their venerated fathers (and ours) may again | equal terms with all mankind. Should this condition of affairs come 
Fecome more Valuable than our present standard gold one; and, if so, | about, what then? 

what then? oA ; : ee 

| submit, sir, that it is not consistent with the dignity of a gov- 
ernment that its grave Senators shall Stand ready at every change 
of season to practice financial gymnastics. 

In January, 1872, a year or more prior to the act of demonetization, 
the Secretary of the Treasury recommended the adoption of the single 
standard of gold. Will it do, Mr. President, with this array of facts 
before us to say that the demonetization act of 1573 was “smuggled 
through Congress,” or that it could possibly have had its conception 
during some generous impulse of Wall street capitalists to receive 
ninety-seven cents for that which Government offered one hundred 
cents for? Oh,no, Mr. President, as my friend from Ohio [ Mr. Tuur- 
MAN ] is in the habit of saying, “that won't do.” 

sir, the policy of Government concerning silver as a standard has 
been neither blandering nor magnanimous. Like other debtors we 
have made the best bargain we have been able to honorably make. 

To-day we differ widely as to what duty is, as to what policy 
requires; yet our aim is a common one, to subserve the best interests 
of the whole people. I cannot and I shall not say to my opponent 
in this debate: “fam holier than thou.” I believe that those who 
favor this resolution are as honest in their convictions asIam. | 
believe that those who hold the opposite view of this question are as 
sincere as 1 am or ever hope to be. They represent, as I do, constit- 
nencies who are themselves in disagreement as to what interest re- 
quires or policy dictates; bat I firmly believe we do all represent 
constituencies who in large part would give of their slender wages 
aud of their impoverished capital to keep what they believe to be 
the national faith. 



























THE POWER OF CONGRESS TO COIN AND “ REGULATE.” 

Mr. President, at the risk of poorly repeating much that has been 
said by my honorable friend from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp]1 venture 
to add a few words upon what I consider the proper view to be taken 
in defining the power of Congress concerning coinage and its “ regu- 
lation.” 

I have already said that we have the right, as I believe, to pay a 
portion of the bonds of the Government, those of issue prior to 1873, 
in gold or silver, at our option. But, sir, I question upon a fair inter- 
pretation if we may lawfully do so in either coin, silver or gold, that 
for any reason has become of inferior value to its legal-tender mate. 

To my plain understanding that provision of the Constitution 
giving to Congress the power to “coin money and regulate the value 
thereof” is an inseparable power. Especially as to all legal tender 
issues of Government would this seem to be the common-sense inter- 
pretation, and therefore, may I presume, the legal view of the question. 
The history of the exercise of this power by Government from time to 
time during our existence sustains this view. Every “regulation” of 
the coins has thus far been to adjust their values to each other. 

Every act of Congress changing our coinage laws has had but one 
purpose practically, to make the legal-tender coins of gold and silver 
of equivalent value. If we are to be taught by our own unbroken 
action, all we can do now, if aught is to be done, is to adjust our 
legal-tender coins anew. 

Had not our creditors, domestic and foreign, a reasonable right, in 
view of our uniform practice in “regulating” the coins, to believe 
that practice would remain unchanged? It seems so to me, sir. 

THE PEOPLE AGAINST KEPUDIATION, 

I have already said I believed there was no purpose upon the part 
of the people at large todo anght that would lay them open to a 
just charge of repudiation. But, sir, we cannot afford to rest under 
the suspicion of iteven. I have great reason for my deadly hatred 
of the crime. Ido not question that all honorable men have. My 
personal knowledge of its blighting effect to the State and its curse 
to a people was gained long years ago. 

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LaMAR] will pardon me, I am 
sure, in making an illustration based upon the history of the great 
State he represents, a State peopled by many dear to me as to him. 

In 1852 the State of Mississippi practically repudiated its obliga- 
tions. It did not undertake ths gentler device of these days and 
“scale” them out of existence. It just refused to pay them. And, 
sir, it has kept its promise to itself, though it has broken it to others. 

1 pass over the years that intervene between this act and those of 
comparatively recent date. Years after the war had closed, years in 
which every State of the South as I thought had felt the weight of 
the despoiler’s hand, visiting my old home at Vicksburgh I asked of 
Mississippians what debt the carpet-baggers had been able to fasten 
upon their unbappy Commonwealth. I knew that some of the most 
ingenious and cruel of all that rapacious horde had settled within the 
limits of the State, and, forgetting its repudiation of twenty years 
ago, I naturally asked what the State debt had grown to be. The 
answer was: “ Practically, sir, we have no State debt! So complete 
was the prostration of our State credit by reason of the repudiation 
of 1852, even the unparalleled ingenuity, the unsurpassable etlrontery, 
and the incomparable devices of carpet-baggers have not been able 
to contrive a scheme giving credit enough tor the basis of the petty 
thievery they would have accommodated themselves to. Whatever 
the State’s necessities have been, whatever its interests have sug- 
gested, they found no one willing to give enlarged credit to Missis- 
sippi.” 

lcan say, Mr. President, as if in parenthesis, this is the single instance 
within my knowledge where any people have apparently protited by 
their own wrong-doing. 

But, sir, what has Mississippi lost since the fatal act which ruined 
her credit? If her citizens have required large sums they have ob- 
tained them at usurious rates of interest. If her corporations have 
needed capital they have purchased it by paying rates above those 
accorded to sister States. If her counties or townships or cities have 
desired to effect local improvements through the aid of capital from 
beyond their boundaries the same inexorable penalty has attached to 
them. Great, cruel injustice has come to successive generations be- 
cause of the wrong of those who preceded them. Free and enfran- 
chised the credit of the new State is becoming second to none. But, 
sir, it is safe to say that the cost to her of the one wrongful act has 
been more than if she had been despoiled by fraud and robbery, even 
as South Carolina and Louisiana have been. 

May we not as representatives of the United States profit by the 
history and experience of one of our number? 

Mr. President, weshould fall short in duty if we circumscribed our view 


A DOUBLE STANDARD IMPRACTICABLE. 

Mr. President, I am driven to the conclusion that a double stand- 
ard is not only detrimental to Government but is in itself substan- 
tially impracticable. That this has been our own experience 1 have 
endeavored to show. The nations of highest civilization, those with 
whom our affairs are the largest, have either adopted the single gold 
standard or restricted the coinage of silver so as to amount to about 
the same thing. 

Qur financial policy, if we would subserve the convenience and 
interests of our own people, must be largely in sympathy with the 
countries With whom we deal or with whom we hope to deal in the 
near future. The whole effort of the people of Great Britain, of 
Germany, and the Scandinavian states is te retain or obtain a gold 
standard. This purpose, therefore, possesses the best intelligence of 
Europe. Shall we disregard its teachings? May we safely do so? 

A STANDARD OF GOLD OR SILVER, BUT ONLY ONE. 


Now, Mr. President, save for convenience, for economy in use, 
because of its already accepted position among nations, it is not a 
matter of consequence perhaps whether we elect to retain the single 
standard of gold, or, abolishing that, take to the single standard of sil- 
ver, Ourcoins after all, be they one or many, of gold or of silver, or of 
both, obtain their value abroad by comparison, by their measurement 
with the standard coins of other nations. We know that if we 
reduce the weight or fineness of our present gold dollar it is instantly 
rendered incapable of performing the purchasing service of its pre- 
decessor. So of our old silver dollar. We all know that abroad it 
will only buy to-day ninety cents’ worth of anything. Thus our coins, 
whether of gold or silver, will ever be rated by their intrinsic value, 
aud not by the Government’s designation of them. 

Silver bullion is worth to-day fifty-four pence. I think I am cor- 
rect in the statement. 
Mr. MORRILL. _ Fifty-three five-eighths. 
Mr. RANDOLPH. Fifty-three tive-eighths; the Senator from Ver- 
mont correctsme, My computations have been made at fifty-four; fifty- 
three live-eighths only exaggerates the statement that I am about to 
make. Silver bullion being worth to-day fifty-four pence, should the 
New York orNew Orleans or Chicago importer desire to purchase goods 
in England or France or Germany to the amount of £100 sterling, or 
say $407 gold, he would, paying in the legal-tender silver proposed, 
be obliged to remit to his foreign banker $531 or $44 more in one of 
ourso-called “standard coins” than the other. Of course the consumer, 
not the importer, pays this difference. 
on resident, may I ask of Senators, especially those representing 
ates fi rom which our larger production of cotton and wheat and to- 
a is had, what interest they possess as representativesof those pro- 
c Mee these staples exported each year to the extent of hundreds of 
millions of dollars—what interest they have in giving to foreign 
purchasers the “option” of paying their constituents in a debased 
and inferior legal-tender coin? I cannot be far wrong, sir, when I 
say that the loss to agriculture (should gold and silver retain their 
present difference of value) will not fall short of thirty or forty mill- 
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of it by present interests. If in passing bills to remonetize silver we 
are adjudged by the broad world, from whom much of our capita] has 
heretofore come and must hereafter largely come, guilty of doubtful 
action regarding our obligations, the penalty, whether rightfally or 
wrongfally intlicted, will fall after all with more distinct severity 
upon private enterprise than upon public credit. If upon these the 
blight of broken faith, real or implied, shall fall, then indeed will we 
have added to the cup of our present misfortunes. 

We are borrowers. Do not let us forget this fact. As I have said, 
our first requisite is unquestioned credit. With it established we can 
obtain all the capital we need for legitimate enterprise. With it our 
farmers will enter upon another year with home markets—always 
the best aud most reliable for the productions of our soil—and have 
no need to feel that war in desolating Europe compels them to fatten 
on carnage. With it our manufacturers will be able to safely enter 
upon the sharp, close competition that advanced civilization and the 
developments of science have made a necessity, if we would, as we 
can, place our products wherever unrivaled England has or shall. 

I speak from personal knowledge when I say that foreign and do- 
mesiic capital refuse to give American enterprise credit this very 
hour because of thisdebate. Thus laborsuffers most, and most sadly of 
all, for it has no resource but the physical one. We do know how pit- 
eously the cry has come up from all over the land simply for iwvorkc!” 
If by credit established, untarnished by act of Government, unques- 
tioned by suspicion of future purpose, we may as a people have capi- 
tal for new enterprises, how quickly can these appeals be answered. 

With asingle standard of gold we may safely enter upon competi- 
tion in all the markets of the world, for this is the one standard 
undisputed. With a double standard half the world’s markets are 
beyond onr effort, so small our profits, so great may be the fluctua- 
tions of silver to gold in value at home. 

Sir, because the ground has been gone over fully and faithfully I 
shall make no extended reference to other well-known arguments 
touching our duty and interests. 

The inconvenience of silver in larger amounts than a few dollars 
to the people; the added danger of loss in keeping large and bulky 
sums of it; the greater cost of transporting it in eflecting exchanges; 
the wrong to labor in paying as a dollar for wages that which may 
not buy ninety cents of value; the fallacy of counting a thing as a unit 
of strength or value that every foreign enemy may tap an essence 
from; and, finally, the vain attempt to do by legislation that which 
is hopelessly beyond its reach—that is, to fix the relative value of gold 
and silver, when that determination is alone to be made by natural 
laws, by the labor actually employed in the production of each—Sen- 
ators will thank me for omitting to rediscuss these trite subjects. 


AS TO BONDS ISSUED SINCE 1873. 


Mr. President, it will be observed that I have thus far confined my 
discussion of the right and policy of Government to that class of bonds 
actually issued prior to February, 1873. Agreeing as to the right of 
Government to pay them and the interest upon them in gold or silver, 
the latter being made the equivalent of the former in value, however, 
I have endeavored to show that it is not the policy or the interest of 
Government to have two standards of payment, but rather one, and 
that the gold one. 

Now, sir, as to that other class of bonds—for, as I have said, the 
act of February, 1573, demonetizing silver, placed all bonds there- 
after issued upon a different footing from those of previous issue— 
as to these bonds—the 5's, 4}’s, and 4’s—I cannot comprehend how 
any debate or question can arise regarding “the coin” they are pay- 
able in. 

Irom February, 1873, gold has been the only legal-tender coin of 
the country, and every bond issued since that date is as plainly, fully, 
honorably payable in gold as would be my note issued a year ago—pay- 
able in “coin,” falling due next montb, and to-day receiving my own 
indorsement that “ coin” meant “ gold”—would be payable in gold. 
Who, Mr. President, in all this body of honorable men would be my 
defender if I sought to escape my own voluntary definition of “coin,” 
indorsed by my own hand on my own note—a note, too, in all prob- 
ability passed from the hands of the original holder to those of others 
accepting its possession upon the faith of my written promise and 
subsequent indorsement? Sir, could 1 ever obtain credit among 
men if, as an individual, I should seek to take this advantage, in 
payment of my debt, insisting upon an option by me voluntarily 
surrendered, to myself dead? Mr. President, repeating my honor- 
able friend, the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN,] let me again 
say, “that won’t do.” 

Oh, no, Mr. President, there is no man on this floor who would defend 
me as an individual if I were to attempt to do that which is being 
advocated by the representatives of States on this floor as to the right 
or duty of Government; and I cannot understand how there can be 


any substantial difference in morals between our acts as Senators or 
as individuals. 


Mr. MERRIMON, 
moment ? 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Certainly. 

Mr. MERRIMON. In order to set myself right I desire to take the 
case the Senator puts of himself. Suppose he had given a bond last 
year to myself for $1,000 with astipulation that he promised to pay 
me $1,000 in silver dollars weighing 412} grains of standard silver of 


Will my friend allow me to interrupt him a 


the United States, would the Senator pretend that he 
in anything but silver dollars? 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Oh, no; that is not the question at aj. The 
Senator from North Carolina does not state the question fairly. He 
speaks of my note payable in a single coin, whereas the bonds of 4), 
Government, according to his theory and mine, were payable i. ; 
two coins, optional with Government. Now the option of the G ; 
ernment ceased when Government made its election, and that js ¢iy 
end of it. F, 

Mr. MERRIMON. This 4 per cent. bond which the Senator jas 
been talking about is predicated upon and derives all the essence jp j; 
from the act of 1870. e 

Mr. RANDOLPH. That and its indorsements, referring to the ac 
of 1273 by this. 

Mr. MERRIMON. And the act of 1870 constitutes a substantia) 
part of the contract. The act by which silver was demonetized 
applies to the 4 per cent. bond as much as to the 5 per cent. bond oy 
6 per cent. bond or any bond ever given by the Government ; byt j, 
the act authorizing the 4 per cent. bond is a stipulation to pay a par. 
ticular thing of a particular weight, and it is over and above ang 
outside of all legal-tender laws. One of the grand objects in pass) 
the refunding act was to provide a stipulation against the powe 
the Government to depreciate the money to be paid for the bonds by 
debasing the coin or reducing its value. F 

Mr. KERNAN. Yes, but you were to pay in silver dollars of 412) 
grains, according to the view of the Senator from North Caroling. 
and by the act of 1873 such dollars ceased to be a legal tender. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I ask Senators not to interrupt me further. 

Mr. MERRIMON., I beg the Senator’s pardon. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. The Senator need not; but I have only a few 
words more to say, and I shall then give way to my friend from Mis. 
sissippi, [Mr. LAMAR, ] who has been too long detained already. | in- 
tended to answer courteously and respectfully the question put to m 
by the Senator from North Carolina, and I will say to him now that, 
inasmuch as this debate is likely to continue into midsummer from 
present appearances, we shall have plenty of opportunity to consider 
all matters that pertain to this question. 


Could pay me 


the 


of 


CONCLUSION. 


Mr. President, I have not been able to agree that we should dis- 
cuss this question as one of “dry law” alone. To me itis a questionot 
policy in government ; itis also a question of morals, of public morals. 
That which may be right in law may not be expedient in practice. 
That which the State may legally do may not always be honorably 
done. 

Iam sure no Senator will believe me guilty of the discourtesy of 
impugning the motives of others when 1 affirm that dishonor may 
come, as it has come from mistaken judgment or from excessive zeal 
in what seems a righteous pursuit. 

It has been asserted upon this floor by the Senator from Alabama 
[Mr. MorGAN] that our creditors have no right to say what sort of 
money we shail use. I utterly dissent from this doctrine, inaswuch 
as, being aclass to whom we are indebted, their interest in our money 
is second to no other class. The declaration also assumes that ered- 
itors of a special class, the “ bondholders,” alone regard the detinition 
of “coin.” Have not the people, those to whom our coin is paid ia 
every day’s transactions, an interest far greater than that of these 
special creditors in unsurpassable and stable value of “coin?” 

To them it is a thing of daily use, with naught else of real money 
to take its place. Bondholders disliking our coin may dispose of 
their bond investments, meet losses if any, and turn their capital to 
other channels. To them the end has come. Not so to the people. 
Their daily needs leave them to stagger and faint perhaps under 
the burden of fluctuating values. 

It has been substantially asserted that when Government creates 4 
debt and fixes the standard value of the coin agreed to be take u in 
payment, it may lawfully do what it chooses in changing the col- 
mercial value of that coin. 

Mr. President, I cannot debate this proposition. I have only to 
say, as I have in substance previously said, that not only is a great 
government sacredly bound in policy and in honor to maintain tie 
full standard of its obligations, but under the limitations and ob- 
gations of the Constitution it is compelled to do so. “To coin aud 
regulate” will never be interpreted as meaning “ to coin and depre- 
ciate.” No, Mr. President, a government of purpose and promiuence 
and character cannot afford any such construction. ae 

Sir, all through this prolonged debate the cry has come that this 
legislation, as well as much ot past legislation, is being coutrolled by 
the money kings—the capitalists. Sir, I have no special sympatiy 
to extend to them. Of all classes they need the least. Theirs 's 
largely the power to turn their investments at will, in advauce ol 
loss, if they elect. I would, if needs be, and as a matter of justice, 
defend their rights equally with any other class. The capital's 
made great profits, it is true, during the war. Did they not ran great 
risks as well? Labor also had great wages during the war. Wie, 
to-day, it cries for “work,” shall Senators give cruel answer by re 
citing to labor the rates of wages in wartimes? _ ae 

I will cater to no passing passion in hurling epithets at any cs 
of our fellow-citizens, though they have the misfortune to be Tr » 
But they need no help of mine in this crisis. I offer them nove. 
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Their bonds are their merchandise—a price for them is to be had in 
= on market. Their capital, lessened to-day by sale of bonds 
ee ‘oat to them, can be increased within the week by purchase 
aed of the bonds of others. We need give no tears where loss 
so quickly turned to profit. Capital's harvest, as all men 
is reaped most surely and largely in seasons of fluctuating 
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CAPITALISTS NOT BONDHOLDERS. 


The cry has gone out against the “* bondholder.” J choose to sepa- 
rate the real bondholder from the mere capitalist. To him, as I have 
<hown, the bond is not a thing “held,” save from day to day, from 
hour to hour. = 
4 a holder of our Government bonds is rarely the great capi- 
talist. To him the interest 1s too low, even upon the best of them ; 
other ventures are far more tempting than Governments, t hat searcely 
pay 4 percent. to-day. The registered bonds of the United States 
tell the story. Examine the books and you will find the names of 
executors, trustees, and guardians of estates; not great estates, but 
small ones; you will find the names of widows and orphans whose 
slender means permit no hazard of income; you will rarely find large 
amounts in any name, and still more rarely, if at all, in the name of 
“capitalists.” These are facts that no rhetoric will refute. 

Need 1 trespass by a recital of other facts showing how great 
a sum of Government bonds are now held by the saving institutions 
of the country, those special depositories of the provident poor in 
the larger number of States? Upon these “ bondholders” every 
dollar of payment in depreciated coin would fall with cruel exact- 
ness, Of this class of our people, eight hundred thousand in number, 
manifestly among the best because the most thrifty, the question of 
what our “ coins” means is a vital one. Have they no voice, then, or 
business in the value of their coin? 

Our banks, from whom the men of smaller means borrow—are not 
Government bonds the foundation of their issues? May we affect in- 
juriously and seriously the value of the bonds and still leave borrow- 
‘ers to obtain on equal terms or as easily as before ? 

Among the most beneficent of modern institutions, the life-insur- 
ance companies stand, despite occasional extravagance and fraud in 
management. An analysis of the assets of these companies will show 
that their reserve fund, that fund which tothe policy-holders, number- 
ing hundreds of thousands of our citizens, has become the ark of safety, 
islargely invested in the bonds of the United States. Are these people— 
] will not say citizens, for they who are most interested are women 
and children—have they no business with us in saying what “ coin” 
means? The schoolfund of my own State is largely interested in Gov- 
ernment bonds. Have the people no interest in our public schools ? 
And thus, Mr. President, might I continue to add to the long list of 
bondholders, directly or indirectly, who are not capitalists and never 
hope to be, until I verily believe it would be found that of Govern- 
ment bonds possessed in this country three-fourths of them would be 
found in the hands of, or for the benefit of, those who are poor, help- 
less, or dependent, in large part. 

Mr. President, | am aware of the utter uselessness of any argument 
I have attempted to make to stop the fever of this present purpose. 
As one of the representatives of a State whose people have jealously 
preserved their own credit, suffering no temptation to hinder duty, 
and no advanta, es, real or unreal, to dally with their virtue, I have 
been impelled, against my previous purpose, to make this plea, to 
enter this protest. 

Mr. LAMAR obtained the floor. 

Mr. RANSOM. If I do not interfere with the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, I should like to move an executive session of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Matruews in the chair.) Does 
the Senator from Mississippi give way for that motion ? 

Mr. LAMAR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I suggest to both Senators con- 
cerned now, and to the other members of the Senate, that we ought 
to have if we can, an understanding as to the time when the vote 
upon this resolution will be taken. The mover of the resolution an- 
nounced, I believe yesterday, a wish to obtain a vote to-day. I infer 
from statements made by various Senators that some engagements 
of theirs, (for it seems a good many members of the Senate have en- 
gagements to-day,) would conflict with the purpose, if such there 
were, to attempt to “sit out” this resolution to-day. I understand 
from the mover of the resolution that he has no wish to ask the 
Senate to do that, but with other Senators he would like to have a 
vote at anearly time. Therefore, I venture to suggest that we agree 
now upon some hour to-morrow, which hour will allow time enough 
to elapse to enable any Senator who wishes to address the Senate, if 
there be others to be heard, when the vote may be taken and when 
all Senators may be here knowing that the vote will then be taken. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I would suggest three o’clock to the Sen- 

ator from New York. 
Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator from Illinois suggests 
that we say three o’clock to-morrow. I should think that would be 
* very convenient hour, and if there be no Senators wishing to 
vecupy the floor so long, of course the vote may be taken before. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to ask the Senator from New York if this | 
Proposition is to include the debate upon the amendments. 


- i om — the amendments to the resolution? 
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Mr. CONKLING. I suppose so. 
Mr. MORRILL. Then I shall be compelled to object, because my 
olleague (Mr. EDMUNDS] has an amendment that I understand he 
lesires to submit some remarks in relation to, and I have an amend- 


ment that I should like to occupy perhaps five minutes upon. 


Mr. CONKLING. Then let us name an hour which will give the 


colleague of the Senator and himself ample time for that purpose. 


Mr. MORRILL. Ido not know how long the debate may con- 


tinue; but I object to any agreement in relation to the debate on 
these amendments. 


Mr. CONKLING. Well, Mr. President, of course any single mem- 


ber of the Senate, as well as all the members, can defeat such a prop- 
osition as this, becanse it requires nnanimous consent. I venture, 
however, to make this remark: in the first place, this being a mere 
preliminary resolution, not even aiming at the character of a statute 
but by its terms being a mere expression of the two Houses, not a 
legislative declaration, is occupying a vast deal of time. We are rnn- 
ning on very rapidly week after week, and here stands this resolution 
blocking the way of legislation. Behind it isa bill relating to the 
same subject which has been made a special order, upon which bill 


will be in order all the debate appropriate to this resolution, which 


bill will be considered next. 1 beg leave to remind Senators that one 
of two things will oceur, either we shall protract these two proceed- 


ings until they become very injurious to the interests of legislation 
in the Senate regardless of the result which may be reached, or we 


shall within a short time find ourselves compelled to stay here per- 


haps through an entire night for no reason whatever, when a frank 
statement in advance of the number of Senators who wish to speak 
would enable us to fix an hour for voting, if not to-morrow then on 
a subsequent day. For my own part, I do not wish to interfere with 
the convenience of any single Senator, but I think if we could have 
an understanding which would apprise each one of us of the time 
when we should be here to vote, and which arrangement would be 
somewhat economical of the time of the Senate, that would be de- 
sirable. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, I do not want to antagonize what 
the Senator from New York has said further than this: I do not desire 
to speak again myself, for I have had an opporunity to address the 
Senate, but I know that there are three or four or five gentlemen who 
wish to speak to this resolution, and I should regret exceedingly to 
see them cut off by fixing an hour to-morrow when the vote shall be 
taken. The discussion of this resolution is largely on the merits of 
the bill which is to follow it, and it seems to me a great deal of time 
is not lost in the discussion going on now. 

I would say further that this question is certainly one of such 
magnitude as to be worth the attention it is receiving. I trust with 
all respect that an hour will not be fixed to-morrow. I want to see 
everybody have a fair opportunity to say what he has to say, and I 
understood the Senator to suggest the same thing. I merely say that 
I know of several gentlemen who desire to be heard on this resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. ALLISON. I understand the Senator in charge of this resolu- 
tion desires to bring it to a vote within a reasonable time. I think 
much of the argument upon this resolution could be made upon the 
silver bill which is to follow it. 

Mr. CONKLING. The whole of it. 

Mr. ALLISON. And, as suggested by the Senator from New York, 
perhaps the whole of it. This resolution has already occupied con- 
siderable time. Now, if we cannot agree to take the vote to-morrow, 
wh can we not agree to take the vote the next day? I therefore 
suggest that by unanimous consent we vote on this resolution and 
all the amendments on Friday at four o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that that 
can only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, it has been very obvious to those who 
have attended to the debates of the Senate that there has been an antici- 
pation of the discussion of the silver bill proper, and by far the greater 
number of speeches that have been made here have addressed them- 
selves to the topics in that bill rather more than to the abstract 
declarations of the resolution now before the Senate. Therefore it is 
that I trust there will be no haste to tix an hour for the termination 
of this discussion, because it is obvious to every one that the consid- 
eration of the two is blended, and that if the expression of opinion is 
obtained in the one case without full bearing and debate it must 
affect the vote upon the second. 

The importance of this question can searcely be stated in terms of 
exaggeration ; the duty of deliberation is as positive as any that can 
well be imagined; and so long as any Senator desires to express his 
views upon the propositions which are involved even in this abstract 
declaration, not upon an existing law, but as to what is to be the 
effect of a law not yet in existence—whatever may be the shape or 
form it may take, it does involve consequences of the most serious 
character, in my Judgment, one way or the other, to the welfare and 
prosperity of the American people—I hope there will be the amplest 
time given for discussion, and that the honorable Senator from New 
York will not press his motion to fix an hour to-morrow or at any 
time until the Senate shall have exhausted this debate. I should be 
unwilling to assent to fixing an hour to-morrow. There has been a 
great deal said, and chiefly said in the Senate on one side of these 
subjects, and I think it right and proper that the other side should 
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be heard and that every opportunity should be given for a hearing. 
I trust, therefore, the motion to fix a vote for to-morrow will not be 
made 

1 will state another fact, that just in proportion to the gravity of 
this question arises the necessity of discussing it with the dignity 
that it merits and the respect that it merits. There is no suggestion 
and has been none, and I think will be none, in the shape of mere 
dilatory debate to prolong this discussion. Nothing of that kind is 
suggested; and I do submit that while the conscience of any man in 
this body prompts him to debate this question he should be heard. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have said nothing on this reso- 
lution beyond a few remarks that did not occupy three minutes in 
their deliverance on the first day the resolution was taken up for 
consideration. I entertain very clear and positive convictions upon 
the subject, very clear to my mind and very positively entertained, 
that this resolution contains nothing but the naked truth; but it does 
not embrace the whole subject that is embraced in the bill. The 
resolution relates to what is legal and what would be honorable, but 
the bill embraces not only those questions but the question what 
woald be politic. I had hoped, therefore, that this resolution would 
be speedily disposed of, and I have not occupied any of the time of 
the Senate in discussing it. I do not regret it, for all that I could 
have said has been better said by other Senators; but I do think that 
after we have sat here three months, deducting the recess, it is about 
time to come to something that is practical, something that is to take 
the form of law if it pass the Senate and the House at all. We shall 
have settled simply a question of what is law and what would be 
honor when we shall have passed this resolution, supposing it to 
pass, but we shall not have determined what will be the policy of 
this Government, what will be the law of the land upon this silver 
question, as it has been called, until we come to vote upon the bill 
itself. 

And inasmuch as the bill necessarily involves every question that 
can be raised upon this resolution, I, for one, do not see that in urg- 
ing the Senate to fix a time, and a short time too, when the vote shall 
be taken upon this resolution, I am cutting off, or desiring to cut off, 
any Senator from the full expression of his views. I do not see that 
any one can be charged with attempting to stifle debate or to deprive 
auy Senator of the full privileges that he ought to enjoy, or to injure 
the public service in any way, by saying “ Let us stop debating this 
question in its present phase upon an abstract resolution, and let us 
go to the subject in the concrete on the bill which is before us for 
consideration.” That injures no one; that deprives no one of the 
right to express his opinion; that only furthers the business of the 
body. 

| hope, therefore, Mr. President, that we may soon come to a vote 
upon this resolution and get it out of the way in order that the bill may 
be taken up for consideration. And then there will be ample room 
for all who desire to express their opinions to do so, and to do so fully. 
For myself, believing that the remonetization of silver ought to take 
place, believing that it ought to be made a full legal tender, believ- 
ing that you cannot maintain specie payments in this country until 
that be done, believing that the best interests of the whole country 
require that it should be done, believing that the fears which have 
been expressed in regard to the effect of such a measure are for the 
most part imaginary, I feel bound to urge, as far as it is in my power 
to do so, the speedy consideration and decision of these questions; 
and I feel that 1 am bound also, if necessary, to avoid consumption of 
time myself and give up to others who may desire to speak the floor 
rather than tire the patience of the Senate with anything that I could 
say. 

I trust, sir, that some one of the suggestions that have been made, 
either that of the Senator from New York or that of the Senator from 
lowa, will be agreed to, and that every Senator will feel that in urging 
such a proposition as that no one is seeking to deprive him of the 
right to speak, no one is seeking to stifle debate upon this question 
which Senators regard as of such high importance. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I do not know whether the honor- 
able Senator from Ohio who moved this resolution [Mr. MaTTHEWS] 
will accept a suggestion which is in my mind; but it seems to me 
that it would disembarrass the whole question if he would consent to 
postpone this resolution until the silver bill is disposed of. If there 
is anything declaratory needed as to what the Senate thinks of that 
bill after it is through, let us have it then and you can have it imme- 
diately. It can come up the next day or the next hour; but it is 
embarrassing every one who wishes to discuss the silver bill either 
pre or con; it stands right in the way, it stands directly across the 
path of practical legislation. Whatever may be done with the silver 
bill, all Senators I think will agree that it ought to be done as 
promptly as possible, and if we need anything in the shape of an 
abstract declaration of opinion, it strikes me we could make it a good 
deal more intelligently after having got the bill throngh than upon 
a wild guess as to what we shall think in case the bill should pass. 
I hope the Senator will take that suggestion kindly. I have no wish 
to move it against his own desire. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I take any suggestion from the Senator from 
Maine kindly ; bat I cannot consent to this. I have no disposition 
to have this resolution stand in the way of the transaction of the 
public business ; on the contrary I am most anxious that it should be 
got out of the way of being such an obstruction, and to that end, 


ject by a final vote. 


feeling the responsibility I have in reference to it by virtue of } avine 
moved the resolution, I have overand over again expressed the do...” 
anxiously to progress as rapidly as possible with its consideratio, 
bring the argument — it toa conclusion, and to terminate the oy), 

am not willing to consent to postpone its ¢, 
sideration to give way to anything else, even to the consideratigy, .» 
the silver bill itself. Iam willing that every gentleman who de«s,. 
to be heard upon it shall speak to his heart’s content, and free },, 
his mind and his conscience. I am willing for that purpose to unde 
as much personal physical inconvenience as any other Senator: ara 
to that end, unless we can come to a unanimous understanding ¢) t 
will make it unnecessary, I desire to say that if a majority of the 
Senate will stand by me upon it I propose that upon Friday we sh» 
sit until we have voted finally upon the resolution and all the amex. 
ments. 

Several Senators. That is right. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that I have not yet taken fiya 
minutes of time in the discussion of this resolution, and do not pro- 
pose to take more than that hereafter; and the only reason for my 
interposing any objection to fixing a time was that I knew that mj) 
colleague desired to submit some remarks upon an amendment that 
he has proposed, and how long those remarks will be I do not under. 
stand; I presume, however, they will be very brief. But I think the 
suggestion of the Seuator from Ohio is the proper one. 

ir. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider. 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After fourteen minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened and (at four o'clock and 
forty-three minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 23, 1878. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. 
W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. FRANKLIN, by unanimous consent, presented resolutions of 
merchants of Kansas City, Missouri, in favor of the remonetization 


of silver; which were referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 


UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. FRANKLIN also presented resolutions of the merchants of Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, requesting that the Union Pacific Railroad be eom- 
pelled to comply with its charter; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

COLLECTION DISTRICT OF COLORADO, ETC. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, by unanimons consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 2689) to create a customs collection district of the 
State of Colorado and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, and New 
Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Cow- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

BANK DEPOSITS. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (IL. R. 
No. 2690) relieving bank deposits from internal-revenue taxes aud 
dues ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Cou- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


ELIZABETH ANN PORTER. 


Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (I. R. 
No. 2691) to increase the pension of Elizabeth Ann Porter, widow ot 
William D. Porter, late commodore United States Navy; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask consent of the House that snb- 
committees of the Committee of Elections have leave to sit during 
the sessions of the House. : 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 


STEAMBOAT REGULATIONS, ETC. 


Mr. REAGAN. I call for the regular order. = 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the House wi! 
now resume the consideration of the unfinished business of yesterday, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 2478) to amend certain sections of titles 4 
and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, concerning con 
merce and navigation, and the regulation of steam-vessels. The Clerk 
will resume the reading of the bill by sections for amendment. 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the follow ing: 
Sec. 20. That section 4458 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shail 
so amended as to read as follows: Nae 
“Sec. 4458. Before issuing any inspection-certificate to any steamer, the ° 
lector or other chief officer of customs for the port or district shall demand a 
ceive from the owners thereof, as a compensation for the inspection at 1 examive 
tions made for the year, the following sums in addition to tho tees for issulls 
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» ments and licenses now allowed by law according to the tonnage of the vessel : 

enrollmé . -am-vessel of one hundred tons or under, $25; and, in addition thereto, | 

mr ane a Levery ton in excess of one hundred tons, five cents. 

for cach ane ster, chief engineer, and first-class pilot, licensed as herein provided, 
Rach = every certificate granted by any inspector or inspectors, the sum of 

shail wy very chief mate, engineer, and pilot of an inferior grade shall pay for 

re. ¥ ; rtificate so granted the sum of $1. 


‘Such fees shall be paid over to the chief officer of customs in such manner and 
under such regulations a8 shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. MARSH. I move to amend the section just read by striking 
ont of the third paragraph the word “every where it occurs before 
the word “certificate,” and to insert in licu thereof the words “the 
frst;” so that it shall read, “ shall pay for the first certificate granted, 
&e. Lalso move to add to the same paragraph the words “and for 
every subeoqnent coctiente so granted to said officers there shall be 
yy them . 
id by now provides, every steamboat-man, every engineer, 
every mate, every pilot engaged in the water transportation of this 
country is required to pay a tax to the Government of from four to 
eight dollars per year. think that is an unjust and unfair tax 
levied upon a very important class of business in this country. I 
know of no reason why these men should be specially taxed over any 
other class of men who are doing business in this country. I do not 
know what the statistics show, but I will venture the assertion that 
there are many thousands of these officers engaged in transportation 
upon the rivers of the West, the lakes of the Northwest, and our sea- 
coast, and the amount of revenue derived from this source is a very 
considerable sum. In my opinion it is a revenue derived from a 
branch of industry that ought to be relieved from taxation. 

This bill requires that an engineer, a mate, or a pilot of a steam- 
boat or ferry-boat shall make application every year for a certificate 
that he is a competent person to perform the duties of that position ; 
aud in order to get this certificate every year he must pay the sum of 
$+ as a tax, which goes into the Public Treasury. I submit, sir, that 
when the attention of the country has been and is now directed to 
the solution of the question of cheap transportation it is not fair or 
just that the water transportation of the country should be loaded 
‘down with a tax of this character. With as much propriety might 
you levy a tax of $8 per year upon every railroad conductor and engi- 
neer upon all the railroads engaged in carrying the products of our 
land. I submit that it is unfair to impose any longer this annual tax 
upon these men. My amendment proposes, theretore, that for every 
renewal of a certificate or license the mere nominal sum of $1 shall 
be paid. 

u r. REAGAN. Since the organization of the service for the inspec- 
tion of vessels and the licensing of officers to command and manage 
them it has been the policy of Congress not to make this inspection 
service a charge upon the Public Treasury, but to make it self-sup- 
porting. The law, therefore, as it now stands, imposes upon masters, 
mates, pilots, and engineers a tax of $10 for the first license as such 
oflicer; and for each annual renewal of that license these persone, 
under the law as it now stands, are required to pay a tax of $5. It 
was thought that a tax of this amount would be necessary to keep up 
the service and to save the General Treasury from the expense of sus- 
taining it. The committee, however, on account of the report made 
by the Chief of Engineers, showing that these fees have yielded an 
unemployed surplus, have proposed in the bill before us to make the 
fre for each original license $3 instead of $10, and for each renewal 
of a license $4 instead of $5, thus making a reduction of 20 per cent. 
upon the fees to be paid by this class of a During the last 
year there were 4,061 steamers inspected, the tonnage of which 
amounted to 1,014,912 tons. There were for the same year 4,628 mas- 
ters’ licenses, 908 mates’ licenses, 2,204 pilots’ licenses, and 6,553 engi- 
neers’ licenses. The receipts from the inspection of steam-vessels 
were $140,312.56; the receipts from officers’ Resabes $121,345, making 
an aggregate available fund of $261,657.56. 

‘ Mr. MARSH. Is that the aggregate upon tonnage and officers’ 
iceses, 

Mr. REAGAN. It is upon both. On officers’ licenses alone the 
amount paid was $121,345. In the disbursement of this fund the 
salaries paid to inspectors and clerks amounted to $176,692; travel- 
ing and miscellaneous expenses, $31,077.94, making a total disburse- 
ment of $207,769.94. Deducting the amount disbursed from the 
— sonore, there was left to the credit of the fund a surplus 
of $53,887.62. 

On account of this surplus it was thought that the fees charged to 
these officers could be safely reduced 20 per cent.; and that is what 
We propose in this bill. The amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. MaRsH] does not propose to reduce the fee for the 
original license below that named in the Dill, which is $8; but it 
bi isten that upon each renewal of a license the fee shall be only 

1 instead of $4. I suggest to him that if his amendment be adopted, 
either the fund will be unequal to the necessities of the service and 
there must be a charge upon the Treasury or the expenses of that 
“«rviee must go unpaid. We have supposed a reduction of 20 per 
-. oS as much as could safely be made if we would preserve 
= ane the service and protect the general Treasury against 
the aa ith this view I submit that we had better not adopt 

* amendment, unless we intend to change the policy that has pre- 


vailed from the foundation of the service and make the expense of 
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this service a charge upon the general Treasury instead of requiring 
the service to defray its own expense. 

Mr. DUNNELL. In order that the reasons given for the change 
proposed in the bill may be well understood by the House, I ask the 
Clerk to read a part of the report of the commictee, on page 10. The 
argument there is well put. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

The other amendment is in the amount of fees for inspections and for licenses. 

When the original steamboat act of 1552 was passed, the fees for licenses were 
much less than now required. The steamboat-inspection service was not intended 
to be a source of income to the Government, but it was intended to so tix the 
amount of the fees that the inspection service should be self-sustaining. 

For many years past the receipts of the inspection service have exceeded the 
expenses by from $50,000 to $80,000 each year, so that by this means a direct tax 
equaling this amount has been imposed upon the steamboat interest; a tax not 
imposed either directly or indirectly upon any other business or interest. ‘The re- 
duction of fees sy nag in this bill applies to a class of small steamers which 
hee come rapidly into use the past five or six years, and to the fees of liceused 
ofhecrs. 

In respect to the former, it may be stated that in the past five or six years there 
have been built many small steam launches and yachts, most of them ranging 
from five to fifteen tons, some reaching twenty tons; these small crafts are cou- 
structed principally for private use and pleasure purposes, for tishing and gun 
ning excursions, and with a large proportion their use is confined to some three 
or four months of midsummer. The law now in force requires the same tees to be 
paid for these small crafts as for steamers of one hundvod tons. This fee of $25 is 
deemed a burdensome and uunecessary exaction, especially as this class of small 
steamers is rarely used for commercial purposes, but principally for private use aud 
pleasure excursions. It is therefore proposed to reduce the fee for steamers of 
twenty tons and under to $15. 

In respect to the fees of licensed officers, those required by the present law are 
thought to be unnecessarily onerous and burdensome, especially when it is not 
necessary to render the inspection service self-sustaining, and when it is further 
considered that it is a personal tax required for permission to pursue their legiti- 
mate profession or vocation for obtaining a livelihood; a tax not required trom 
any other class of persons in the community. It is therefore recommended that 
the fees be ek from $10 to $3 and from $5 to $4. 


Mr. DUNNELL. Ido not desire to occupy the attention of the 
House. I think that the statement just read from the report answers 
the argument presented by the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. MARSH. In answer to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Rra- 
GAN,] 1 desire simply to say that if the reduction proposed by my 
amendment makes this service a charge upon the Public Treasury let 
it be so. I say there is no more propriety in taxing the pilots, captains, 
engineers, and mates of steamboats in order to maintain the inspec- 
tion system adopted by Congress than to tax the same individuals 
for the purpose of dragging out the snags and cleaning out the sand- 
bars of the rivers of the West, or removing obstructions from the 
entrances to harbors upon the sea-coast. 

{ wish to call the attention of the House to what I think was an 
error into which the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] fell. I 
stated that this bill provided that for every renewal of a certificate 
to a master, chief engineer, and first-class pilot, there should be paid 
the sum of 38. My friend from Texas made the statement that for 
every renewal the payment should be $4. But the bill which he has 
reported makes no such provision. It provides $8 for every chief en- 
gineer, first-class pilot, and master, and $i for certificates to oflicers 
of a second grade. 

Mr. REAGAN. Iam ‘tilling to meet the point made by the gentle- 
man from Illinois by an amendment. 

Mr. MARSH. It seems to me in view of what I remarked before 
that this whole country has been agitated for the last eight years on 
the subject of cheap transportation, that it istime that Congress should 
stop taxing one of the most important branches of the transportation 
of the country ; and I give notice now that if it is any longer insisted 
that the river transportation of the West and Northwest shall be sub- 
ject to this class of taxation, I shall insist that a similar taxation 
be levied upon the railway system of the country, and that every 
engineer of a railroad company and every fireman and every conduc- 
tor shall be placed in this respect upon an equality with these oflicers 
of the river-transportation system. 

Mr. ITTNER rose. 

Mr. REAGAN. Before the gentleman from Missouri proceeds with 
his remarks I desire to offer an amendment, to come in at line 19 of 
the pending section. It is as follows: 

Add these words: 

For each renewal of such license one-half of said sums shall be paid. 

The SPEAKER. There is one amendment pending. 

Mr. REAGAN, I offer it as an amendment to the amendment, ora 
substitute for the pending amendment. 

Mr. HARRISON. The gentleman offers it in order to perfect his 
own bill—does he not? 

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. But the Chair must recognize the fact that the 
amendment does not come from the committee, and therefore has 
not any preference over any other amendment that does not come 
from the committee. 

Mr. ITTNER. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to add my feeble voice and 
influence, whatever they may be worth, in support of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois, and I do not place my advo- 
eacy of the amendment upon the ground on which the gentleman 
from Illinois places his advocacy of it; that is, that this is a diserim- 
ination between this system of transportation and others that exist 
inthecountry. But, sir, I place my advocacy of this amendment upon 
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a higher ground than that, and it is because the bill provides for a 
taxation of the honest labor and industry of this country. 

I have been amused since I had the honor to become a member of 
this honorable body by the championship I have listened to from 
different portions of this august assembly in bebalf of the down- 
trodden and working class of this country. I call upon the cham- 
pions of the laboring class to come forward now. Here is the only 
practical and opportune moment I have seen since I have been a 
member of this body for that spirit to be manifested in a true and 
practical exemplification of it. Questions have come up here which 
have been distorted or which have been sought to be distorted into 
an oppression of the Jaboring classes. When we had the appropria- 
tion before us for the international exposition at Paris we heard upon 
all sides of this Hall on the part of those who opposed the proposi- 
tion that it was against the laboring class. Against the laboring 
class to exhibit yourindustries in a foreign land! Against the labor- 
ing class to exhibit and bring to the notice of the powers of theearth 
the industries of our country! What could more nearly and more 
truly promote the real interests of the working class than that our 
country should be properly and creditably represented at that expo- 
sition? If you want to increase your manufactures, your agriculture, 
your science, and your arts, by what more effectual mode could you 
do it? I know of none. Hence I say it was a piece of demagoguery 
to have distorted that into a question as between labor and capital or 
between the poor man and the rich man. 

There is another point I desire to make here. In looking over the 
Congressional Directory 1 find among the honorable members of this 
body some two hundred and twenty-tive lawyers who are practicing 
in the various courts of the country, and I ask what amount of license 
do any of you pay for your sheepskins? This matter should be taken 
into serious consideration ; and I ask in behalf of the laboring-man who 
earns his bread by the sweat of bis brow that this amendment shall 
be adopted. Even if this should entail upon the Government a cost 
as has been said not only of $380,000 but a cost of $500,000 I am willing 
to vote for this amendment and I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. REAGAN. I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. CONGER. This law, the amendment of which we are now 
considering, passed in its original form a good many years ago, and 
us amended from time to time as the necessities of the service re- 
quired was named alaw for the security of life on steam-vessels. Its 
sole object and the object of its amendment and of these restrictions 
was to provide some way to stop the alarming loss of life as well as 
property upon the ocean, upon our lakes, and upon our rivers, which 
Was supposed to arise from the use of improper steamboats, worth- 
less, worn-out boats, and which was supposed to arise from the em- 
ployment of incapable, inefficient, intemperate, unfit men in com- 
mand of the vessels and having charge of their running as masters, 
mates, pilots, engineers, &c. 

Che question originally was and has been all the while, whether 
police reguiations, which have stopped the destruction of thousands 
of lives a year, as in some years it amounted to, from collision, from 
burning, from the destruction of vessels and life, whether the ex- 
pense of enforcing the laws to prevent that destruction should be 
paid ont of the Treasury of the Government or whether it should be 
distributed upon the boats for their inspection and upon the officers 
who receive certificates from the proper boards of their ‘fitness to 
perform the duty of these places or not. It has been the policy of 
this Government to impose such an amount of the expenditure for 
the inspection of these boats upon the vessels as would meet that 
branch of the expense for examination and to impose upon these dif- 
ferent men who present themselves as fit persons to act as captains, as 
pilots, as engineers, as mates, in carrying millions and millions of 
people upon these vessels upon our waters the expense of the certifi- 
cate of the proper boards that they are fit men to have charge of the 
diflerent oflices; that they are competent, instructed, faithful, and 
that they are temperate men; to let them pay the expense of their 
own examination and of receiving their own certificates of fitness, 
which would at once give them the position, and the only thing which 
could give them these profitable and lucrative positions as captains, 
engineers, mates, and pilots, 

Mr. BRAGG. I wish to ask the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
CONGER } a question, 

Mr. CONGER. Let me first finish this branch of the subject. I 
know from having had charge of this bill in former Congresses that 
the expense of examination and the issuing of certificates to the dif- 
ferent oflicers is greaterthanitshould be. Former committees thought 
so; the board of inspectors and the inspector general thought so too ; 
but it was thought with the additional duties imposed upon the boards 
of inspectors, with the design of making it a part of the police reg- 
nlation of the United States for the protection of life and property, 
self-sustaining, that the other provision might come in, and that until 
Congress should have reports trom the country and be enabled to de- 
termine whether the amount of expense for inspections were too great 
and whether the amount for licenses for these boats and officers could 
be reduced so as to keep them within necessary proper limits of ex- 
penditure. Now the report does show that the charges for inspec- | 
tion of yessels or the charges for examination of these different officers | 
are greater than the expenditure of the whole service requires, and | 
therefore it seems to me that the time has come when there may be 
a proper reduction, so far as we can judge of the different branches | 
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ra, 
of expenditure, npon that branch which does not need or 
great an expenditure. Therefore I see, and am very happy to , 

that the Committee on Commerce have provided for a reduction 3 
one-fifth upon each class of from $10 to $8 on the higher grade ee 
from $5 to $4 on the lower grade of these officers. | think Me 
Speaker, that that reduction is not perhaps as great as it would \, 
safe to make, and while I think so, | think a reduction of §| for . 
subsequent certificates after the first certificate is placing the <p 
too low. I think the service should pay its own expeuses. | t)),1 
the officers who have the benefit of certificates, without which they 
cannot exercise the duties and privileges or the profits of their ot 
would be willing to pay a reasonable amount. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to make a few further remarks. 

The SPEAKER. How much longer time does the gentleman pp. 
quire? 

Mr. CONGER. Perhaps the same time I have occupied. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, then, wants five minutes longer? 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman from Michiyay [\). 
CONGER] a question, if he is permitted to proceed. pits 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection that an additional five minntis 
be allowed the gentleman from Michigan [Mr.CONGER?] The Chai; 
hears none. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman from Michigan if he 
thinks that, under the power of Congress to regulate comuierce, they 
should pass a law like the present, applicable to tugs used in baulipy 
logs for the pineries on the western rivers for the beuetit of saw-milis 
and not running into any regular navigable waters ; does he think that 
all these tugs which guide rafts from one point to another should be 
subject to the tax levied upon them for the benefit of somebody who 
does not know as much about tug-boats as they do? f 

Mr. CONGER. I wish the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. BRAGG] 
bad occupied his own five minutes for the discussion of this question, 
The inquiry does not relate to the branch of the subject Low under 
discussion, and I am free to say that the definition of the waters over 
which the jurisdiction of the General Government even for such police 
regulations as this is a very difficult oae to decide, as the gentleman 
would find if he undertook to define it as the law does, but this jaw 
defines all vessels navigating the waters of the United States which 
are connected with the general system of navigable waters. 

Mr. REAGAN. Itsays * which are common highways of commerce.” 

Mr. CONGER. The definition of the term “ waters” has been made 
after the most careful inquiry as to the powers of the Goverumeut, 
and I have not heard that it is an incorrect definition. 

But to return to the subject concerning which I wish to make a few 
additional remarks. I said that I thought the sum of $1 for the issu- 
ance of each certificate after the first was too small. I do not think 
there is any desire on the part of these officers that so great a reduc- 
tion should be made, and I have had considerable intercourse with 
them in my district. I think the reduction p oposed by the bill of 
one-fifth is a very proper one as to the first certificate, and 1 think w 
might with safety adopt the provision suggested by the gentleman 
from Texas [ Mr. REAGAN] that each subsequent certificate to the sam 
person for the same grade should be at one-half these rates. | think 
that would be satisfactory to every one, and would perhaps divide up 
the expenditures of the service more equally between the different 
branches of the service. 

Of course the same board that last year examined one of these ofli- 
cers and certified to his fitness and ability, unless some new light shall 
be thrown upon his character and his requirements, would be occu- 
pied less time next year in determining the question of his fitness. It 
would only inquire in reference to his habits, his temperance, &c., 
and not in reference to the knowledge of the officer in reference to 
which they had already given a certificate. 

There is no provision made for the laborers upon the vessels, the 
common sailors. The police regulations for the safety of the lives of 
the citizens of the United States must be enforced either by money 
appropriated directly from the Treasury of the United States or by 
imposing this expense first upon the vessels, as regards their inspec- 
tion, and then upon the officers whose certificates give them the right 
todemand higher wages than common laborers can obtain. It should 
be adjusted so as not to be a hardship upon any. 

There is no necessity for applying these police regulations to the 
little tugs that run up and down the rivers for the purpose of towing 
rafts and vessels, because they do not and cannot carry passenzers. 
The great object of this law, with all its provisions for the examia- 
tion of hulls and boilers and of the officers who command aud man- 
age these vessels, is to preserve the lives of citizens, passenger, 
crews, people who go upon these vessels. It is with just pride that I 
look back upon the record of disasters, of agcidents, of the loae of 
life and property upon the waters of the United States during the 
last fifteen years. I am convinced that these just, wise, and humane 
provisions of the police regulations established by Congress have 
gradually year by year diminished the loss of life and property, 5° that 
what was formerly to be numbered by hundreds and, perhaps, by thou- 
sands as the instances of casualties for the year in some districts, 
have now ciphers set to denote the sum of the disasters. | For the 
country at large almost 82 per cent. of the losses of life and instances 
of destruction of property arising from fire, collisions, and careless- 
ness has been removed by these laws. 
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Therefore I would advocate the full enforcement of all the pro- 
ons of these laws. I hope there may be no relaxation in any re- 
| would, however, modify them so that they would bear easily 
| justly upon whatever interests and persons are taxed, upon 
= J ver property is subject to taxation. I would remove the re- 
a ae and expenses of this examination from the smaller class of 
eae ond vessels, such as pleasure yachts, which have nothing to do 
. tly with the security of lives and passengers, or at least 1 would 
eres a very trifling expense upon all that class of boats and ves- 
a all upon experimental vessels, those upon which experiments 
os made with paddles and the use of wheels, which are by the terms 
this bill so unjustly and improperly taxed. 
{ Here the hammer fell.) 
Mr. HARRISON. I wish to advocate the amendment offered by 
wy colleague, (Mr. Marsu.] The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
CoNGER] says that he would like to see some modification of these 
rovisions; that he does not think that this charge should be im- 
josed upon those who navigate and managesmall crafts, such as tugs 
and the like. The question is, what are we todo about it? These 
provisions do affect that craft to-day; but the gentleman offers no 
amendment to relieve these people. ; 
Now I wish to take away the tax that falls annually upon laboring- 
men. A pilot or an engineer is examined and pronounced efficient. 
Every twelve months he has to come up again and pay his $2. For 
what? As the gentleman says, simply for a certificate of sobriety : 
for, having been once examined in regard to his ability and fitness, 
no wore time is required by the inspectors for that purpose. 

It is shown by the report here that from fifty thousand to eighty 
thousand dollars surplus is derived from this taxation. The gentle- 
man from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] says that that amount is required to 
make the law efficient and self-supporting, or some such amount. 
Now, jet us try sometimes an experiment for the benefit of the poor 
wan. The gentleman says we want to make this law efficient, and 
we have now a surplus. He thinks a reduction of 20 per cent. will 
be suflicient. Let us go a little further and try the experiment of 
releasing these laboring-men from all except the bare expense of 
issuing a new certificate, which will be covered by the sum of 
sl. Let us try the experiment, and see if that will not effect all 
that we wish. Do not try to raise money from these people; they 
ure now sufficiently oppressed. It does seem to me that now is the 
time, when labor is oppressed as it is, for us to extend some relief to 
the poor, the laboring people of the country. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of NewYork. Iamalaboringman. [Laughter. ] 
I belong to a different class of laborers from the engineers and mas- 
ters of vessels, but to enter upon the labors of my life as a lawyer I 
must have a license, for which I pay $5; and upon the payment of 
that 1am a lawyer forever. 

It is said that this system of levying license fees npon engineers, 
&c., is devised to protect the property and lives of citizens, and that 
therefore the men who thus deal with property and life ought to be 
licensed. Sir, in the labors of my calling we have as direct a care 
of the property and lives of mankind as any class of men who can 
be found. The very lives of men, every year, every week, every day, 
depend upon the capacity, the sobriety, the intelligence of lawyers; 
and, sir, we have not a dollar to pay after our first license. 

i have tried to guide my life, public and private, upon the principle 
that I would demand of no other man what I would not do myself; 
and if as a lawyer 1am not required to pay a heavy annual tax for 
the practice of my profession 1 will not impose upon any other man 
engaged in an honorable pursuit an annual tax. 

Su, there is nonsense in this proposition; gentlemen will pardon 
me for saying so. They are trying to put upon the engineers, and 
mates, and captains of vessels the expense of examining the vessels. 
Mr. SAYLER. Oh, no! 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As I understand, the deficiency 
relates to the whole examination. 

_ Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman wil! allow me to correct an error 
into “om he has fallen. This same bill provides fees for licensing 
vessels, 

_ Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. And it is upon the whole exam- 
ination that the deficiency arises. 

Mr. Sm The bill makes a reduction of 20 per cent. on the 
present law, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I care not how much reduction 
there is, 1, asa lawyer, was taxed $10 a year when the necessities 
of the Government required it, and I paid that tax with hearty good- 
will, But it has been taken off. Grant that the bill proposes to re- 
oa tax 20 per cent., I say that it should not be what is now pro- 
pOSeC , 

Mr. SAYLER. There is no master or engineer in the business who 
hot in favor of this license fee, because it is necessary for the efii- 
ciency of the service. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have not had an opportunity to 
cousult with every engineer and master in the steam service, and 
therefore I cannot contradict my friend from Ohio. But I say it is 
ub utterly wrong principle to attempt to make up for the deficiency 
= the expense of inspecting vessels by charging it upon these offi- 
. ms. If charged at all, the expense should fall upon the owners. 
Sut, sir, the publie ean afford to pay it. I as one of the public whose 
safety is looked for can afford to pay my share; the people at large 
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can afford to pay their proportion; but these men can not afford to 
bear this burden. 


tax. 
merce petitions very numerously signed asking for this very reduc- 
tion. 


one myself from my own city with a long array of names. 
men waited upon me and spoke of the injustice of this tax. 


ceipts, 





| ment of the gentlemen who have these printed petitious. 
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Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to make a brief 


statement ? 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 
Mr. HARRISON, 


Yes, sir. 
} It is said that these parties do not object to this 
I wish to say that there are now betore the Committee on Com- 


Mr. LUTTRELL. 


Petitions by whom? 
Mr. HARRISON. 


By pilots, engineers, and mates. I presented 
‘These 


Mr. GOODE. Iam prepared to corroborate the statement of the 


gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Harrison.] I have received myself 
several communications on this subject protesting against this tax. 


Mr. REAGAN. I wish tooccupy only a moment’s time in correcting 


a serious error into which the gentleman from New York has fallen 
and by which I do not wish the House to be misled. 
suppose that the inspection service is supported by the fees paid by 
these officers. 

this provision : 


He seems to 
I call his attention to the fact that the bill contains 


Before issuing any inspection certificate to any steamer, the collector or other 


chief oflicer of customs for the port or district shall demand and receive from the 
owners thereof, as a compensation for the inspection and examinations made for 
the year, the following sums in addition to the tees for issuing enrollments and 
licenses now allowed by lawaccording to the tonnage of the vessel : for each steam- 
vessel of one hundred tons or under, $25; and, in addition thereto, for each and 
every ton in excess of one hundred tons, tive cents. 


There will be an amendment offered (to which I shall make no ob- 


jection) reducing the charge on small craft, such as were mentioned 
by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] Now, it will be seen 
that of this fund of $261,657 raised from inspection fees and licenses 
$140,312 arises from pay for the inspection of vessels. 
argue as if the whole $261,657 were collected from officers of vessels, 
when the truth is that the larger portion of it arises from fees paid 
for inspection of vessels. 


Gentlemen 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Let me explain what I said. It 
is charged, as I understand, that there is a deliciency in the total re- 
What I said was that,if there was a deticiency, the tax for 
inspection of vessels should be increased, and that we should not con- 
tinue an unnecessary and improper tax upon these ofiicers. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will notice that in a moment. The surplus of 
revenue is $53,887. 

Mr. MARSH. From what sources? 

Mr. REAGAN. The revenue isderived from the inspection of hulls 
and from licenses for officers, $140,312 coming from inspection of hulls 
and $121,657 from licenses of oflicers. We thought that a reduction 
of 20 per cent. on the licenses of ollicers might be made on this bill. 
Possibly even a greater reduction might be made; and I will sanction 
an amendment which will make a reduction on the licenses to be paid 
on small vessels. 

Now, it is insisted by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Town- 
SEND] that we take off the tax from the licensed officers and put it 
upon the bull. Does not the gentleman perceive that if that is done 
he still puts a tax on the particular service? But he thinks the own- 
ers should pay the tax themselves. While 1 desire as muth as any 
one to see equal and just laws operating without prejudice to any 
class of the people, I am not willing now or at any time to sanction 
the idea that all taxes shall be paid by property of a particular class 
and that all others who may happen to have votes be exempied. 
Property may not have votes on this floor, but it is au interest every 
gentleman will see which it is necessary we should conserve aud 
protect, and we should not assail it in order to confer special benelits 
and immunities on persons who happen to have the power to cast a 
vote. 

Sir, I am persuaded that with the amendment which will be offered, 
to reduce the license fees on the smaller class of vessels, and which | 
trust will be adopted, the reduction will be as low as it will be safe 
to make it now. I desire again to call attention to the fact that if 
the spirit which underlies the remarks which have been made shall 
be given effect toin the adoption of this amendment, then you charge 
the inspection service to the General Treasury and reverse the policy 
op that subject which has existed from the time inspection service 
was inaugurated. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of the amendment, 

The amendment offered by Mr. Maksu was again read. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask the gentleman who proposed that amendment 
whether it includes all the ofiicers upon every subsequent reissue of 
a certificate. 

Mr. MARSH. 

Mr. SAYLER. 
the reissue. 

Mr. MARSH. This is all the amendment seeks to accomplish. 

Mr. SAYLER. It has been stated to-day that these officers were in 
favor of what is here proposed. On that of course I accept the state- 
I hope the 
chairman of the committee will agree to the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois. 

Mr. REAGAN. They are petitions for the reduction of these license 


It includes all who are mentioned in that section. 
I do not see any special objection to a reduction for 


fees, not for the abolishment of them, 
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Mr. MARSH. Nobody wants to abolish them, 
Mr. REAGAN, Let me make an explanation. This amendment— 
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I say it with all respect—will make the bill nonsensical, because the | 


effect of it has not been carefully studied. The first part of the 
amendment proposes that— 

Each master, chief engineer, and first-class pilot licensed as herein provided, 
shall pay for every certificate granted by any inspector or inspectors the sum of $3. 

Now that is not touched by the amendment. 

Mr. MARSH. Yes, sir; it is touched by the amendinent. 

Mr. REAGAN. The bill proceeds— 

And every chief mate, engineer, and pilot of an inferior grade shall pay for 
every certificate so granted the sum of $1. 

Yes, sir; the amendment does affect the first part of the paragraph, 
but it utterly strikes ont the license fee for every inf-rior officer. 

Mr. MARSH. It does not do that. 

Mr. HARRISON. If the gentleman will simply change the punc- 
tuation he will find it all right. Let a comma be put after “ dollars” 
iu the seventeenth line and it will be all right. 

Mr. FORT. I desire to ask the gentleman who has charge of the 
bill to inform the House what is the salary of the inspectors. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will have to look at the bill to see what the chief 
inspector gets. 

Mr. FORT. Their salaries are too high. 

Mr. REAGAN. We do not at all in this bill tonch the question of 
those salaries, and I do not think they are very high. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I desire to call the attention of the House to 
the fact that it has been and is the policy of the legislation of this 
country to reduce as rapidly as possible taxation upon special em- 
ployments. This is one of a very few exceptions remaining, and I 
insist upon it that it will not do for gentlemen to argue that it is 
necessary to pay the expenses of any such system as our inspection 
system, out of such special taxes upon special employments. I will 
not argue knowingly in a manner which can be construed to mean to 
favor or to court any one class of citizens. But these employments 
are humble ones, comparatively, and it is right to regard this, because 
the tax ought to be proportioned to the profit of the business, if im- 
posed at all. There are masters and pilots upon small steamers and 
tug-boats running in and out of the harbors of our lakes who do not get 
as large salaries as any of our assistants here ; probably not as much 
as the pages on this floor; consequently a yearly tax even of $5 or $8 
is to them a considerable charge. 

We need, therefore, to be sure that we are quite right when we 
say we will keepso heavy a tax upon such classes. Let us remember 
that we have now taken the license tax off the professions, and all 
ordinary employment, restricting it, as I think we now do, as nearly 
as it is possible, to those kinds of employments, where the Govern- 
ment or local authority provides a place for the work, such as huck- 
sters, &c. We onght, in consistency, to remember that we cannot 
defend the tax on the ground that it is necessary to defray the cost 
of the inspection. The inspection of steamboats and boilers is no 
more a part of the governmental care for the protection of life and 
property than is the building of light-houses, the life-boat service, 
and the construction of ports of refuge, upon which we spend mill- 
ions without dreaming of imposing an extra tax upon mariners or 
engineers on that account. Therefore, I think with the gentleman 
from Missouri, that the fee for the renewal of licenses ought now to 
be reduced to the minimum, and that we should go on hereafter 
in the same spirit until we reach the point where all expenditures 
for the general welfare shall be supported by taxes levied on general 
interests, and not upon special employments like this. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. I had no idea of taking part in the 
discussion upon this subject, but after what has been said by the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] that the men who are intended 
to be benefited by this reduction are not asking it, 1 think it due to 
them that I should say that a large number of them who reside in my 
district do oppose this tax; and we have now before the Committee 
on the Revision of the Laws a petition, referred to them, signed by 
several hundred of these gentlemen, who ask that the tax be removed 
entirely, not reduced. They claim,and in my judgment claim rightly, 
that this is an unjust act, a relic of the war taxes; that it is odious 
legislation; that it is oppressive and unjust, and I think it is due to 
them, having no representative and no powerful friend upon this 
tloor, to make this statement. I believe the gentlemen who have con- 
sidered this question will conclude with me that this is a tax which 
ought not to be imposed on this class of men. It is suggested that 
the withdrawal of this tax will permit men to enter the service who 
are not qualified. I desire to say that the qualification of engineers 
and pilots are in no way dependent upon the amount to be paid for 
an examination by a board. But what I rose for the purpose of say- 
ing after the remarks of the gentleman from Texas was to protest in 
general against the continuation of these taxes. 

Mr. REAGAN. Does the gentleman say that there is a petition 
npon this subject now before the Committee on the Revision of the 
Laws? 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentneky. There is a memorial signed by several 
hundred asking for the removal of this tax. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think if this amendment is examined care- 
fully it will be seen that it does not strike ont the tax on the original 
certificate or the value of the original certificate at all. It leaves 
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that standing at $2, and on all subsequent annual certificates it red 
the tax to $1, and that is just and proper. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman will see that it strikes ont also ¢} 
words included between lines 17 and 19, ending with “ dollars.’ 
follows : Rane 

And every chief mate, engineer, and pilot, of an inferior grade 
every certificate so granted, the sum of $4. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. No, it does not strike ont those words: +,.. 
is tothe second part of the amendment. The complaint is not avy... 
the charge of $4 for the first certificate, but it is against the « 
charge for all subsequent annnal certificates; but if the committe. 
| choose to reduce it down to $1, I think that wonld be better. Rites 

with the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. WILLIs,] that it woul) ” 
better to abolish the tax for the issue of certificates entirely. le ; 
see no legality or justice in making a pilot or engineer pay && for jj. 
certificate where a lawyer or any other oflicer can get his for the iia 
nominal price of fifty cents, the price of the seal attached toit, 

Now, I will admit that there is some force in the statement of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HARRISON] that first-class pilots anden. 
gineers have some pride; they desire an annual examination; they 
desire that they should be elevated above the shysters of their pps. 
fession, if I may use that phrase in connection with it, but at the 
same time they do not desire to be compelled to pay what is really 
an onerous tax, throughout their whole lives, on these annnal exam. 
inations. I suppose the ordinary pilot lives about twenty-five or 
thirty years, engaged in his business, and you require him to pay $8 
per year for an annual certificate of examination, which would amount 
to $240 or $250, merely for the certificate upon which he can enter his 
profession. Such a tax as that is not required of any other profes. 
sion. There isa principle about this thing. I am opposed to the 
whole of it. Mr. Speaker, in the constitution adopted in Missonri in 
1865 lawyers were required to pay a tax of $10 or $25, I do not re. 
member which, for practicing their profession. We complained of 
that tax. We said it was onerons. A case was made up and sent to 
the supreme court of Missouri, and that tax was pronounced a con- 
stitutional tax there, but it was taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States and that court decided it unconstitutional, illegal, and 
void. Therefore, sir, as the same principle is running thronghout 
this whole system of legislation, I cannot see why these men should 
be required to pay a dollar a year when we are not required to doo, 

[ Here the hammer fell.] : 

Mr. CONGER. I offer the amendment which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk as a substitute for the proposed amendment. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Add to nineteenth line : 

And for every reissue of any certificate to the same person of the same grade 
one-half of the original fee. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to say that there 
are three petitions upon this subject asking for a reduction to $1. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Why has not the gentleman submitted those pe- 
titions before ? 

Mr. HARRISON. They have been submitted and have been in the 
room of the Committee on Commerce, I sent for them and had them 
brought here, and if the gentleman is a member of that committee 
he should have seen them. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. I will state that there is a similar p 
tition before the Committee on the Revision of the Laws. 1 do not 
know how it got there, but it was sent there by order of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Harkisoy} 
now hand me one of those petitions? 

Mr. HARRISON. Here is one, [handing it to Mr. CONGER. } 

Mr. CONGER. I see by this petition that the petitioners very 
wisely and properly say : 


ices 
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We respectfully show that these provisions adopted as to pilots and engineers 
during the war, (act of 1864, chapter 113,) and purely for the purpose of increasing 
the revenue of the Government in its tinancial resources at the time when thes 
were so severely drained, ought long since to have been done away with , wy 
are extremely burcensome and make an unjust discrimination against Us, ane ¥ 
now ask of your honorable bodies their repeal. so far as they impose these year! 
fees upon us; or if in your discretion the entire repeal of this tax be bot advisa 
ble, we respectfully request the re-enactment of the act of 1852, chapter 106, section 
31, the prior law regulating license fees, which was in force except as to pilots aud 
engineers from 1852 to 1871. 

Mr. HARRISON. They wanted the best they could get. : 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Harnisos 
once in my life allow me to make a few remarks withoat his making 
them for me? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HARRISON. I am very much afraid of the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman always wants to say every word in 
my place. . ; 

Mr. HARRISON. I should not like to be responsible for one-tent 
of what the gentleman has said upon this floor. f : , 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman would be raised higher in the est- 

| mation of the country if he could get that right. He would need 00 
| band then to proclaim his merits. [Laughter.] Now, these eo 
‘ers and all the gentlemen connected with this interest with _ 
have conversed think that the tax is too high, and they 4s - 
reduction. The committee thought so, and made a reduction of © 
| per cent. for the reissue of a certificate to the same persons * — 
| same grade. It may be still more reduced, and therefore I es 
offered this amendment providing that fer every return of certilica' 
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the same person of the same grade half the original sum shall be as a navigable stream in the ordinary sense and construction which 
7 - “. I do think, from my intercourse with these officers, that | mariners put upon such a term. 
ail be perfectly satisfactory to them, and more than thatI| The stream is not navigable for even two hundred miles from its 
— it will furnish a sufticient sum to carry on the business of | mouth. Yet because the Legislature of Pennsylvania has designated 
thin tion | it as a navigable stream we have to pay the same amount for licenses 
a H {RRISON. I hold in my hand one petition asking for a | as is paid for licenses upon those streams which are absolutely and in 
duction of the sum for the annual reissue of the license to $l. | point of fact navigable streams according to the true meaning of the 
. ‘ir. CONGER. The gentleman handed me three petitions and I| term. Now, as I have already said, to assess this large amount apon 
took the longest and largest petition. : the officers and men upon a small steamer that Tus but twenty miles 
Mr. SAYLER, I offer the following substitute to the amendment, | and back is too much. It seems to me that in all conscience $1 is 





























































which 1 think will be satisfactory : 


word “every” insert “original ;" also in line 18 after same 


1e 15, after the 
Line 15, afte ‘and all licensed officers shall pay for each renewal 


word and after line 19 add, 
thereof the sum of $1. 


Mr. SAYLER. Now it is unnecessary to say that there is no addi- 


anvone 
ad positions, and let them pay on the original certiticates the 
amount fixed by the bill, which is a reduction of 20 or 25 per cent., 
and then let the renewal simply amount to $1. 1 believe that will 
suit everybody. ; a 

Mr. GOODE. I ask for the reading of the petitions which have 
been referred to by the gentlemen. 
The Clerk read the petitions, as follows : 
To the honorable the Senate and qe 
House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


We. the undersigned masters, mates, pilots, and engineers of the United States 
holding certiticates of competency as such, do hereby pray that the charge of $10 
and & for the granting of such license by the Federal Government be so amended 
as to impose a tax for first issue of $10, and for subsequent yearly renewals $1 for 
all grades of license. 


To the honorable the Senate and seri 
House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 
We. the nndersigned masters, mates, pilois, and engineers of the United States 


al! grades of license. 


Mr. GOODE. I desire to say only that I understand the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. SaYLEr] to be in con- 
formity with the prayers of these petitioners. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is so. 

Mr. GOODE, I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I would like to inquire of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce [Mr. REAGAN] why a discrimination is made be- 
tween the charge for the first certiticate and the charge for those sub- 
sequently granted. 

Mr. REAGAN. There is no discrimination made by the bill; it is 
the amendment that proposes to make a discrimination. 
the paragraph now under consideration : 

Each master, chief engineer, and first-class pilot, licensed as herein provided, 
shall pay, for every certificate granted by any inspector or inspectors, the sum of 
every certificate so granted, the sum of $4. 


That is all there is in the bill. 
memorials which have been read. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
GooDE ]} seems to think that the object of the petitioners will be an- 
swered by the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER. ] 
It gentlemen will examine, they will find this difference between what 
the petitioners ask for and what is proposed by the amendment. The 
petitioners ask that in all cases, in reference to both classes of offi- 
cers, the sum of $10 shall be required for a license. The bill reduces 
the amount now required in the one case to $8 and in the other to $4, 
or a reduction of 20 per cent. Therefore, if the proposed amendment 
be adopted it will not be in conformity with the prayer of the peti- 
tioners, who ask that a fee of $10 be imposed upon all classes, but it 
will impose a license fee of $8 on one class and of $4 on the other for 
the first certificate, and a fee of $1 on each for the renewal of the 
certificates, 

These persons ask for a special privilege and advantage by virtue 
of the licenses they have obtained. No other pilot, engineer, master, 
or mate, however well qualified, can get into that service and be em- 
ployed and obtain its emoluments without these certificates. These 
men ask the important consideration of having a monopoly of that 
class of labor given to them for the payment of these fees. 

_ Mr. WRIGHT. I do not think there should be so great a discrim- 
ination as that of $8 and $1. 1 think that $5 would be a sum quite 


be as much as should be required for the renewal of the certificate 
at the end of the year, or whenever there is a change of officers. 
That comes up to the idea set forth in the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER.] 


the Susquehanna River. It runs only twenty miles and back three 
umes aday. Yet the men in my employ,-the master, the engineers, 


running upon the Atlantic Ocean. 

‘ There is a question in regard to what is embraced in the term 
navigable waters” which this bill ought to explain. The Susque- 

hanna River is called a navigable stream ; it is so made by an act of 

the Legislature. In point of fact, however, it is not to be regarded 


Cao 


tional expense about the license of these ofticers, and I do not know | 

‘ ‘ight to pay it more than themselves. They occupy | * : a : — . 
who has a rig pay : DY | Now, if you will reduce this charge to $5 for the first certificate, and 
| then adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Say- 





holding certificates of competency as such, do hereby pray that the charge of 316 | 
and $ for the granting of such license by the Federal Government be so amended | 
us to impose a tax for first issue of $10, and for subsequent yearly renewals $1 for | 


I will read | 


&; and every chief mate, engineer, and pilot of an inferior grade shall pay, for | 


Now one word in relation to the | 





suflicient for the first certificate issued, and that the sum of $1 would | 


1 happen to be myself interested in a small steamboat that runs on | 


and the fireman have to pay just as much as though it wasa steamer | 





enough. 

Even in re gard to the first certificate, I think $5 would be a much 
better figure than $8. And when you come to look at it in another 
point of view, a man takes out his certificate and may not be in 
employment six months before he is discharged. The man who suc- 
ceeds him must have his certificate, and you impose a charge upon 
him for that certificate of $8 because it is the first certificate he receives. 


LER] imposing a charge of $1 for each subsequent certilicate, you 
will be doing substantial service. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As I understand the substitute 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] it amounts to 


| precisely what is proposed by the original amendment offered by my 


friend from Illinois, [Mr. Marsn.] ‘The amendment of the gentle- 
man from Illinoisis clear, intelligible, and drives directly at the mark. 
The substitute proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER ] 
is an effort to accomplish the same thing in another way. 

Now I hope the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. SAYLER] will not press 
his substitute, and if he will allow me, I will give him an eminent 
example of the course which I think he ought to pursue. When 
Colonel Miles had driven Chief Joseph, of the Nez Percés, into his 
hole, and had him fairly cornered, Geueral Howard, the commander- 
in-chief, arrived there and might have taken the command. But he 
said, ‘* Colonel Miles, the position is yours; I shall leave you in com- 
mand until you have disposed of this business.” Now, my friend 
from Illinois [Mr. Marsu] has fought the battle with Chief Joseph, 
[laughter,] and I have no sort of doubt he has convinced the House 
of the correctness of his amendment. I hope, therefore, my friend 
from Ohio will allow “ Colonel Miles” to conquer the enemy. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend so as to insert $5 instead of $5 as 
the fee for the first license and $1 for each renewal. 

The SPEAKER. That is an amendment to the original text. 
There are already two amendments pending, and alter they are dis- 
posed of the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania will be 
in order. 

The question being taken on Mr. CONGER’s amendment to the amend- 
ment, it was pot agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the amendment of Mr. Marsu. 

Mr. SAYLER. Upon a careful examination I believe that this 
amendment covers precisely the ground of my proposed substitute, 
and in accordance with the suggestion of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. TOWNSEND} I will, with the leave of the House, withdraw 
the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. CONGER. 


The gentleman has a right to withdraw it. 
I ask the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Marsn] to 


| modify his amendment so as to read “ for every subsequent certificate 


to the same person for the same grade.” 

Mr. MARSH. I think that issufliciently defined in the amendment 
as it stands. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I would like to ask whether under this amend- 
ment a person now holding a certificate would have to pay any tax 
at all? 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. One dollar. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Marsu, it was 
agreed to; there being ayes 123, noes not counted. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I moveto amend the text so as to strike out $8 and 
insert $5 as the fee for the first certificate, leaving $1 as tle fee for 
every renewal. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I move to amend the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania[ Mr. WriGut] by inserting “ five ” instead of 
“one,” so as to provide that $1 shall be the fee for the certificate in 
every case. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I will accept that as a modification of my motion, 
so as to make the tax uniformly $1. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
“$1” and inserting “ without charge.” My yearnings for this class 
of men are gaining upon me. [Laughter.} I do not know how far 
the race may run; but I think nobody can go lower than that. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I think it but just that this tax should be 
not more than $1 in any case. All personal taxes imposed by the 
General Government have been taken off except this; these otlicers 
are the only class subject to a personal tax; and it seems to me that 
the time has come when this tax should be made as light as possible 
upon these men who earn by their own industry and exertions the 
position which entitles them to receive the certificate. No other class 
of men have such a tax imposed upon them. Lawyers pay but one 


| tax for their original certificate; they are not subject to such an 


imposition year after year. It seems to me, therefore, that this tax 
ought to be made as low as possible. 
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Mr. CONGER. Gentlemen of the House should consider that the 
men who study long to acquire the information and skill necessary 
to entitle them to these certificates have, when the cer ificate is 
granted, never received any compensation for the study and expense 
they have incurred. Hence there is great propriety, if they are quali- 
fied, in giving them the certificate without charge. After they have 
received a year’s salary they can afford to pay $1. Why cannot 
gentlemen of the House see that they should not impose a charge 
upon these poor studions laboring-men before they have received 
of remuneration? Where are the friends of the laboring-men 
who will not let them at least get started in life before they tax 
them? [(Laughter.] Why is it that my friend from Pennsylvania, 
{[Mr. Wricut,] whose mountain region and mining district swarm 
with steamboats, does not rise here and advocate this proposition 
with his usual zeal and energy? (Laughter. ] 

I did not understand the gentleman’s language. I 


gq) 


Mr. WRIGHT. 
would like him to repeat it. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman whose mining region and 
mountain district are swarming with steamboats why he does not 
come forward to save men who have spent years in studying their 
profession and who have never received one cent of compensation 
from paying anything at all till they earn something in their pro- 
fession ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. If the gentleman will go to my district and remain 
there, we will getalong faster with the public business, [Langhter.] 

Mr. CONGER. I agree with the gentleman that if we both go 
there—if he would invite me to go with him—business would pro- 
gress. [Laughter.] 

The amendment of Mr. CONGER was not agreed to. 

The question being then taken on the amendment of Mr. WRIGHT, 
as moditied by the amendment of Mr. Lockwoop, there were—ayes 
63, noes 53 

Mr. LOCKWOOD and Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BAGLEY. I move to amend by striking out, in line 11, the 
words “one hundred” and inserting “ twenty,” and by inserting after 
the word “under,” in the same line, the words “$15, and for each 
vessel over twenty and under one hundred tons ;” so as to make the 
clause read: 

For each steam-veasel of twenty tons or under, $15; and for each vessel over 
twenty and under one hundred tons, 25; and, in addition thereto, for each and 
every ton in excess of one hundred tons, tive cents. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no objection to that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The Clerk read the following section: 

Src. 21 


That section 4463 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be 
nded as to read as follows 


1403. No steamer carrying passengers shall depart from any port unless 
she shall have in her service a full complement of licensed otlicers and crew suili 
ent at all times to manage the vessel, including the proper number of watchmen 
But if any such vessel, on her voyage, is deprived of the services of any licensed 
officer without the consent, fault, or collusion of the master, owner, or any pcrson 
interested in the vessel, the deficiency may be temporarily supplied until others 
licensed can be obtained. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “ watchman,” in line 8, insert as follows: 

But no vessel sailing under the American flag shall engage or employ in any 
capacity whatever any Chinaman or Mongolian. 

Mr. LUTTRELL, I hope that amendment will prevail. 

Mr. SAYLER. I certainly hope it will not. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I have no doubt the gentleman from Ohio hopes 
it will not. 

Mr. SAYLER. I do. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I believe the gentleman is a capitalist. My 
amendment is that no American vessel shall employ a Mongolian or 
Chinaman in any capacity whatever. Now, sir, there has been a 
practice prevailing on our coast for those owning vessels to employ 
Chinese as sailors, because they can employ them at much lower fig- 
ures than they can employ white men. Our people protest against 
it, and we have trouble in California now by reason of the employ- 
ment of Chinese as sailors on American vessels. I am assured by sea 
captains, by those having control of vessels, that those Chinese are of 
no service whatever in case of trouble at sea; that in a storin they 
are found to be utterly useless. Yet the owners of vessels persist in 
employing them because they can engage them at one-fourth of what 
they would have to pay to an American sailor. 

Mr. HUBBELL, 1 offer the following as an addition to the amend- 
ment: 
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Add to the amendment the following: 

Nor any person not a resident of the State of California. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I would be very glad to have that added, as it 
precludes the employment of the gentleman who offers it, who is not 
a resident of California. 

The question being taken on Mr. HUBBELL’s amendment, it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. BEEBE. 


 Imove to amend the amendment of the gentleman | 
from California by adding these words: “ not a citizen of the United | 
States.” | 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I accept the amendment. 
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Mr. DUNNELL. Is that amendment open to debate ? 

The SPEAKER. It is; for five minutes on each side, and Jon». 
unless objection is made. = 

Mr. DUNNELL. The amendment offered by the gentleman fro), 
New York [Mr. BEEBE] seems to me a very singular one, We yoyo 
have in the service of the United States a great many men why 
not citizens of the United States. We have many employed oy » 
merchants’ vessels who have, perhaps, declared their intentioy ;, 
become citizens, and does the gentleman propose to drive from ¢\, 
employment in the whole service of the merchants’ transportati 
of the country all those who are not fully naturalized? 

Mr. REAGAN. If this amendment to the amendment prevails, ¢}), 
persons who have made their preliminary declaration of citizeys) 
and who in many of the States can hold land would not be permitte; 
to serve in the capacity of an ordinary seaman on board of an Anvwr. 
ican vessel. It seems to me that the gentleman can hardly have cup. 
templated the full effect of his amendment. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I ee to add the words “unless he has ¢ 
clared his intention to become a citizen of the United States.” \ 
object is to prevent the employment of Chinese or Mongolians oy oy; 
Pacitic coast steamers or sail-vessels with a view to give employment 
to American sailors, either native-born or naturalized. My object js 
to give employment to those men who contribute to the support 
our Government, those men who help to build up our institutiy 
who are prepared and are ever ready and willing to volunteer in th 
service of our country. Ido not think it is right to employ thes 
Chinese or Mongolians upon our steamers carrying the American ilay, 
especially those carrying the mails. 

Mr. HANNA. May I ask the gentleman a question ? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HANNA. Is there a government on earth that undertakes to 
make such a discrimination? Is there a single government on earth 
that does so? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Well, sir, I will say for one that Ido not lx 
lieve there isa man in the Pacific Coast States, be he republican 
or democrat, unless he is a capitalist, but believes in making this cis. 
crimination. It is in the interest of Jabur, of good morals, and of 
good government. 

Mr. HANNA. The gentleman does not answer my question. 

Mr. ATKINS. Is it a fact that any of the Chinese are naturalized? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. It is. There have been several naturalized; | 
know of three in Sacramento within the last two years. 

Mr. HARRISON, Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion for information ? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HARRISON. Suppose an American vessel finds itself on the 
coast of China or some other far off country having its crew serious 
reduced by sickness or death, would the gentleman require that 
sel to lie there until it could send to the United States for American 
seamen or sailors ? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir; we'have found that the Chinese are of 
no use as sailors. We have had vessels wrecked on our coast aud 
the Chinese have proved to be utterly useless. 

Mr. HARRISON. Does the gentleman understand my question? 
Suppose an American vessel is wrecked or disabled on the coast of 
China and has lost a part of its seamen ; is it to lie there until it can 
send to America for sailors? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Iam in favor of protecting American seamen. 
[Langhter. 

Mr. SAYLER. I would like to ask the gentleman from California 
(Mr. Lutrre._] whether precisely the same objection does not ap)!y 
to the employment of any foreigner whatever ? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. No, sir. 

Mr. SAYLER. Then I ask him whether his position is not in direct 
violation of our treaty with that country ? 

Mr. LUTRRELL. No, sir; I donot know that it is in violation, 
direct or otherwise, of our treaty with China. That treaty nowhere 
provides that we shall employ slaves in any capacity. 1 believe that 
no American vessel could employ men on board, even as como 
sailors, unless the men have declured their intention to become eit 
izens of the United States. I believe that to be the law in time ot 
war. I believe in encouraging the employment of Germans, [rish- 
men, Frenchmen, or any other Europeans ; but I am opposed to ei 
ploying Chinamen in any capacity. 

[ Here the bammer fell. } 

Mr. HUBBELL. I desire to call the attention of the House ser- 
ously to this question. Our trade with Chiva to-day amounts t 
over $36,000,000 in exports and imports. That trade will increase 
largely I hope within the next ten years. Take the case of a vesse! 
sailing to China and clearing from a Chinese port; every one know 
ing anything about the character of seamen knows that they are 4 
floating population ; in other words they go in one vessel in one tr) 
and then pass to another vessel. This amendment would simp 
prohibit our merchant vessels leaving ports in China after they bad 
taken their cargoes on board for the reason that they could not mau 
their vessels. This seems to me, if I may use the word without ot 
fense to the gentleman from California, [Mr. LUrrre ct, } to be absure, 
It is to say that an American vessel lying in a Chinese port aud hav- 
ing its cargo on board shall not be allowed to take away as seameu 
on board any foreigner in that port. 
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Mr. HARRISON. I believe that the amendment offered by the 


gent lema 


ican citizens should be employed on board American vessels. Suppose 
Ue 


an American vessel finds itself in a foreign port and the American | 


citizen sailors who have made a voyage out in that vessel refuse to 
reship, What would become of the ship? In many cases a sailing- 
vessel has only four or five sailors and 1t would therefore be in their 
power to force the owner, the supercargo, or the captain to give them 
the value of the whole cargo. 7 : ‘ 

Mr. LUTTRELL, Do you believe that American sailors would 
ship where Chinese were employed ? se 
~ Mr. HARRISON. Lam not giving any opinion about that. The 
ouly question L am discussing 1s simply this, that when a ship finds 
itself in a foreign port it can be manned only by American citizens. 
Now, you could not send an American ship back from Liverpool to New 
York if that provision were in force, for in a port like Liverpool they 
have to take such sailors as they can get there. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Doesthe gentleman mean to say that if an Ameri- 


can sailor ships under a contract to goand return from China he will | 
not keep his word the same as the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Hak- | 


RISON] or any other man ? ‘ 4 

Mr. HARRISON. That is not the question. I am not a sailor. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of articles 5 and 6 of the treaty 
of 1568 with China, which renders it utterly impossible for Congress 
to pass any such amendment as this to the bill. 

Mr. BEEBE. Before the gentleman has those articles read I desire 
tosay a word. Ido not want to be misunderstood in the remarks 
nade by the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. HARRISON, ] as they may 
place me ina false light. Ido not intend to commit my self to the 
proposition of the gentleman trom Califormia (Mr. LUTTRELL] by my 
amendment; butit seems to me thatif any legislation of this kind was 
had at all it onght to be had in the manner my amendment indicated. 

The SPEAKER. Theamendmentof the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. BeesE] was accepted by the gentleman from California, { Mr. 
LUTTRELL. 

Mr. SEEDE. ButI did not design it to commit myself to the amend- 
ment as amended. 

Mr. GOODE. In this connection I desire to make this suggestion 
to the gentleman from California, that this whole Chinese question 
is before the Committee on Education and Labor, there being a propo- 
sition there touching the subject. It is a delicate and difficult prob- 
lem, and the committee are giving it the most careful consideration, 
and I suggest to him that it is premature to precipitate the question 
at this stage on the House, and Ll ask him to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of the sections I have indi- 
cated of our treaty with China, which will determine this question. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say 

Mr. SAYLER. I insist upon the reading of those sections. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. The gentleman seems to be very anxious to have 
them read; we all know what they are. 

Mr. SAYLER. I do not expect their reading will do the gentleman 
from California any good. 

The Clerk read as tollows: 

ArticLe V. The United States of America and the Emperor of China cordially 
recognize the inherent and inalienable right of man to change his home and alle- 
gianee, and also the mutual advantage of the free migration and emigration of 
their citizens and subjects respectively from the one country to the other for pur 
poses of curiosity, of trade, or as permanent residents. The high contracting par- 
ties therefore join in reprobating any other than an entirely voluntary emigration 
for these purposes. They consequently agree to pass laws making it a penal 
offense for a citizen of the United States or Chinese subjects to take Chinese sub- 
jects either to the United States or to any other foreign country, or for a Chinese 
subject or citizen of the United States to take citizens of the United States to 
China or - any other foreign country without their free and voluntary consent, 
respectively 

Aanicaz VI. Citizens of the United States visiting or residing in China shall 
enjoy the same privileges, immunities, orexemptions in respect to travel or resi- 
dence as may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored 
nation ; and, reciprocally, Chinese subjects visiting or residing in the United States 
shall enjoy the same privileges. immunities, and exemptions in respect to travel 
or residence as may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored 
nation. But nothing herein contained shall be held to confer naturalization upon 
egg of the United States in China, nor upon the subjects of China in the United 
. cs, 

Mr. SAYLER. I now ask that the Clerk read the section of the 
Constitution of the United States which I have marked. 

The Clerk read the following : 

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pur- 
snance thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority 
of the United Staies, shall be the supreme law of the land ; and the judgesin every 


State shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. One word in reply to the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. SAYLER,] and then Iam done. That treaty has been violated 
by the employment of coolies, by the establishment of a system of 


my hand. _ They have naturalized Chinamen in the United States, 
in direct violation of this treaty. For that reason I have offered this 
amendment, But as my friend from Virginia [Mr. GoopE] says that 
this whole subject is now being considered by the Committee on 
Education and Labor, if itis the desire of the House that it shall be 
fully considered by that committee before it is brought before the 
House, I will withdraw the amendment. 


nfrom New York (Mr. BEEBE] to the amendment of the | and I hope the gentleman will not bring forward his cooly bill now. 


»tleman from California (Mr. LUTTRELL] was that none but Amer- | 
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Mr. SAYLER. That is right. I want the steamboat bill to pass, 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gentleman from Califor- 
nia (Mr. LUTrrety] bas been withdrawn. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. I move to amend the section now pending by 
adding to it that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Provided, That no cooly labor or other form of contract slave-labor shall be em 
ployed on American ships to the detriment of free labor. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I reside in the district which is so 
peculiarly affected by this Chinese labor, and I would be glad to 
have the subject fully considered by Congress. It is one of the most 
embarrassing and perplexing with which we have to deal, one that 
more directly affects the laboring classes in our country than all 
other questions. I hope, however, the gentleman from Montana [ Mr. 
MAGINNIS] will not at this time insist upon his amendment to the 
bill, but will take the course adopted by the gentleman from Califor- 
nia (Mr. LUTTRELL] and allow the subject to be thoroughly consid- 
ered by the Committee on Education and Labor, which now has it 
in charge. 

If this amendment should be adopted to this bill it would have 
but a very limited effect and will give but very slight relief to the 
laboring classes of the Pacitic coast. 1 am as anxious as any gentle 
man can be that some plan shall be adopted which will give relief 
to that section of the country now suilering from this uneven compe- 
tition, 

Mr. FINLEY. I desire to inquire of the gentleman if his amend 
ment proposes to exclude cooly labor entirely, or only where it is 
detrimental to the laboring classes? 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. This is not my amendment. I was 
asking the gentleman who offered it [Mr. MAGINNIS] to withdraw it 
and leave the subject with the committee now having it in charge. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. I will withdraw the amendment. 

No further amendment being offered, 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following : 

Sec. 28. That section 44°8 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be 
s0 amended as to read as fo.lows: 

“Sec. 4488. Every steamer navigating the ocean, or any lake, bay, or sound of 
tho United States, shall be provided with such numbers of life-boats, tloats, rafts, 
life-preservers, and drags as will best secure the safety of all persons on board 
such vessel in case of disaster ; and every sea-going vessel carrying passengers, and 
every such vessel navigating any of the northern or northwestern lakes, shall have 
the life-boats required by law provided with suitable boat-tackle for hoisting, 
lowering, and detaching the boats. And the board of supervising inspectors shall 
fix and determine, by their rules and regulations, the kind of life-boats, floats, ratts, 
life-preservers, and drags that shall be used on such vessels, and also the kind and 
capacity of pumps or other appliances for freeing the steamer from water in case 
of heavy leakage, the capacity of such pumps or appliances being suited to the 
navigation in which the steamer is employed.’ 

Mr. WARD. I move to amend the section last read by striking out 
the word “and” before the words “drags as will best secure, &c.,” 
and to insert the words, “ and a suitable mortar or gun with project- 
iles for throwing a shot-line from the vessel to the shore in case of 
stranding, together with a faking-box and shot-line.” And to further 
amend by striking out the word “and” before the words“ drags shall 
be used on such vessels,” and to insert “a mortar or gun, projectile, 
faking-box, and shot-line.” 

I do not think the gentleman having charge of this bill, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. REAGAN, ] will have any 
objection to thisamendment. I have no doubt the committee would 
have incorporated this provision in the bill if their atiention had been 
called to the subject. It is simply applying the principle established 
by the Government in aid of the life-saving service, to aid in the 
preservation of human life on board of vessels. It is a simple anc 
inexpensive contrivance to aid, in case of the stranding of a vessel, 
those on board in reaching the shore by establishing a communica- 
tion between the vessel and the shore, by means of which the lives 
of those on board may be preserved. 

In this connection 1 ask to have read a report from the Superin- 
tendent of the life-saving service. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In closing this account of the efforts made to increase the distance which a line 
may be thrown to stranded vessels, occasion is taken to call the attention of ship- 
owners and masters of vesse's to the manner in which they cao cheaply and easily 
co-operate with the life-saving service in this respect, and in many insta’ ces 
obviate the difficulties with which it has to contend. They bave only, in one word, 
to provide themselves with some simple means of getting a line to the shore from 
the vessel. 

In most cases stranding occurs on a lee shore in gales of wind. A projectile vith 
a shot-line attached to it, fired from the shore toward a vessel, is, in the tirst place, 
loaded with the weight of the line, and in the second place impeded by tue force 
of the wind which both projectile and line encounter; he ce the range is great! y 
leasened. A vessel, moreover, presents but a small mark, and if the wind be 
quartering or gusty it is always diflicult, whatever allowance may be made, to aim 
a shot so as to canse the line to fall over the vessel, as the wind makes the line bow 
or float wide, and perhaps fall into the sea. 

On the other hand, a shot fired from a vessel teward the shore under such cir- 


, . , Of | cumstances, flies woth the wind, and of course will carry a line a much greater dis- 
cooly slavery on the Pacific coast, of which I hold the evidence in | 


tance. Besides, no accuracy of aim 1s required, as the persons on board the vessel 
firing the shot have the whole shore for their target. « . . 

If any owner or masver of a vessel should nevertbeless judge it inexpedient to 
provide himself with the ra ge ordnance, line, and faking-box recommended, 
there are other, if 1. ss effectual, means for establishing connection with the shore 
in case of wreck, which he can have no excuse for not being provided vith. An 
instance occurred last winter, where the crew of a vessel stranded beyond the 
range of the shot-line used at the life-saving-stations were rescued through com. 


* * 


| munication effected by means of a line attached to a hox which was floated ashore 


from the wreck. 
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Mr. WARD. Now, Mr. Speaker, in addition to that testimony, I 
have also the report of the proceedings of the annual meeting of the 


beard of supervising inspectors for 1577 ; in which the same subject | 


is alluded to, and the necessity for some such appliance as this is em- 
phasized. The life-saving serv ice of the United States Government 
performed, during the year 1877,a most efficient work in the preserva- 


tion, not only of property but also in a direction incaleulably more | 
The records show that during the fiscal | 
year ending June 30, 1277, the amount expended in the life-saving 


important—human life. 


service was $170,222.93; that there were one hundred and thirty-four 
disasters to vessels within the limits of the operations of the service, 
embracing as the value of vessels $1,986,744, and as the value of car- 
goes $1,306,588, making a total of $3,293,332. Of this the property 
saved amounted to $1,713,647. On board of these vessels there were 
fifteen hundred persons, of whom fourteen hundred and sixty-one 
were saved. Of the thirty-nine lost twenty-eight were on the ship 
Circassian, wrecked in December, 1276, on Squan Beach, New Jersey ; 
and the account of this melancholy disaster éstablishes the fact that 
if the Cireassian had been provided with the means of connecting 
with the shore, provided for in this amendment, even those lives 
might have been saved. 

When it is remembered that of these one hundred and thirty-four 
vessels not one had the means of assisting itself in distress or of co- 
operating with the life-service men on shore, the importance of the 
provision that this amendment contemplates will be seen. A vessel 
is of course much more efficient to render assistance from its own 
deck than to be assisted from the shore. It is mnch easier for a ves- 
sel to reach the shore by a line and thereby establish communication 
with the life-service stations all along our coast than it is for men on 
shore to reach the vessel with aline. For this reason I have offered 
the amendment, providing for the nse of this inexpensive appliance 
to aid the humane efforts of the Government. 

Mr. REAGAN. The subject presented by the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was not brought to the attention of 
the committee. I have no authority to accept the amendment, and 
Lam not prepared to discuss its merits. I do not know what would 
he the expense of providing vessels with the mortar, line, projectiles, 
&c., which the amendment contemplates. I have no information 
from vessel-owners or others connected with this service as to how 
their interests would be affected. 

I can understand that as to very large steamers the expense might 
be small in proportion to the property and business concerned; as to 
very small vessels I can see how the proposition might possibly oper- 
ate onerously in the way of expense. 1 have no information that is 
not in the possession of the House generally on this subject. While 
Iam not prepared to offer positive opposition to the amendment I 
must leave it for the action of the House. 

Mr. SAYLER. I do not know but that the idea of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania may be developed and made very useful in the 
way of protecting property and life; but I hope he will not insist 
upon incorporating his proposition in a general bill of this kind in 
regard to all vessels of the United States navigating our waters. 
The appliance contemplated is expensive and in the main unneces- 
sary. One of the purposes of this bill is to relieve the country from 
the impositions that have from time to time been made in connection 
with patent rights and things of that kind. Now, a small vessel of 
fifteen, twenty, or thirty tons could not very well afford to carry the 
apparatus here provided for. As to large vessels, if there is any good 
reason for adopting a proposition of this kind, let it be inserted in a 
separate bill; let us not burden this general enactment with a pro- 
vision of this sort. 

Mr. WARD. Let the amendment apply only to ocean steamships, 
if you please; they carry the largest number of passengers. 

Mr, SAYLER. Ido not antagonize the gentleman’s proposition if 
it be confined to large steamers; restricted in that way I think it is 
well enough; but I hope it will not be introduced at this time in this 
general bill. Let it be put in a separate bill, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and fairly considered. It isan imposition which 
has never been made heretofore, and certainly the gentleman will 
not claim that it ought to apply to small vessels, 

Mr. WARD. In reply to the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio 
[ Mr. SAYLER] I may say that this appliance with reference to large 
steamships is entirely inexpensive. 

Mr. SAYLER. I think that is so. 

Mr.WARD. Largesteamships carry guns for the purpose of salutes 
and for other purposes, and in the gun consists all the expense of this 
appliance; outside of that it is simply a rope and a line. If it more 
nearly meets the views of the committee I have no objection to mak- 
ing the amendment to apply to ocean steamships only. That isa 
move inthe right direction and covers the class of vessels which carry 
the largest number of passengers, where loss of life is greatest. 

Mr. SAYLER. I have no objection to that proposition, but 1 think 
it ought to go to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would be entirely willing to have it carefully con- 
sidered by the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SAYLER. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will in- 
troduce a bill and let it go to the Committee on Commerce. This is 
hardly a fair way of bringing it up. 

Mr. WARD. I will accept the suggestion to make the amendment 
apply to ocean-steamers. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman insist upon his amendmey 

Mr. WARD. Ido, with the modification I have stated. ; 
to insert after the word “and” the words “ as to ocean steamers» 

Mr. SAYLER. Does the gentleman mean, under the term “oo. 
steamships,” to include the coastwise steamers: small steamers th 7 
ply along the coast? I hope the gentleman will let it go to the on 
mittee on Commerce and have it fairly considered. I think that «, : 
tlemen who live on the coast would have great objection to \),, 
amendment being adopted in its present form without ‘proper consid. 
eration. ; 


Mr.WARD. I think the importance of the life-saving seryice fully 


+? 


1 propos 


| justifies me in insisting on the amendment. 


The question being taken on Mr. WaRD’s amendment, the 
stated that in the opinion of the Chair the ayes had it. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for a division. 
_ Mr. FINLEY. I wish to inquire what amendment it is we are yor. 
ing on. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment as moditied 

The amendment, as modified, was read. * 

Mr. REAGAN. I find I was understood as saying that I approved 
the amendment. My purpose was to state that the subject had never 
been brought to the attention of the committee, and that I had had 
no opportunity of consulting experts or persons particularly inter. 
ested in the subject. While I do not know of arguments against the 
proposition I do not feel at liberty to sanction it. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 74, noes 15. 

Mr. DUNNELL. A quorum has not voted. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope the gentleman will not make that point. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I do not insist on further count. 

So the amendment was adopted. 


Speaker 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state to the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] that three o’clock has been fixed as the hour to 
consider the resolutions from the Senate touching the death of the 
late Senator BoGy, of Missouri. The Chair desires prior to that time 
to present several executive communications, 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no objection to the bill standing over now 
if it retains its place. 

The SPEAKER. It takes its place as unfinished business, to come 
up to-morrow immediately after the reading of the Journal. 

MAJOR W. BP. MERRILL. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of Major W. 
E. Merrill, Corps of Engineers, on the best methods of protecting the 
river commerce of Cincinnati from floes of ice in the Ohio River; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL AT SHANGHAI. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair also lays before the House a commn- 
nication from John C. Myers, late consul-general at Shanghai, 
China. It will be referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
State Department, and printed. 

Mr. CONGER. Is that communication from one of the Depart- 
ments ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the paper to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

WASHINGTON, January 23, 1878. 

Sm: I have the honor of requesting that the inclosed statement of the condi 
tion of affairs, at the United States consulate-general at Shanghai, China, may 
be presented to the House of Representatives. I earnestly and respectfully pray 
that an investigation may be had concerning the administration of the consulate 
general at Shanghai during the terms in office of Hon. George F. Seward, pres- 
ent minister to China; O. 8. Bradford, vice-consul-general and consular clerk 
and myself, as consul-geveral. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. MYERS 
Consul-General, (under suspension.) 
Hon. Samvet J. RANDALL, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. CONGER. Such a communication as that, I suppose, should 
be sent to the Department. 

The SPEAKER. This was sent to the Speaker, and it is the duty 
of the Speaker to transfer it to the House. The House can then do 
with it what it pleases. 

Mr. CONGER. I understood that only communications from the 
Departments were to be laid before the House. ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must understand that it is impos- 
sible for the Chair to read all such documents as this. The Chair 
has laid it before the House and it is for the House to dispose of it. 

Mr.CONGER. This seems to be acomplaint from an inferior officer, 
accompanied by a very large manuscript. : 

Mr. KILLINGER. I move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no wish about it except that the 
House be informed of everything that comes to him in his oflicta! 
capacity. The gentleman from Pennsylvania moves to amend 50 #8 
to refer the communication to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question being taken, the amendment was agreed to. 


D. B. WARNER. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a communication from the Department of State in relation to the 
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iaim of D. B. Warner for losses by fire; which was referred to the 
el oe 

. ittee of Claims. 

— DR. MARY E. WALKER. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House | 

ommunication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in reference to 

( . , . o ’ 

a claim of Dr. Mary E. W alker; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 
VENEZUELAN MIXED COMMISSION. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is requested by a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Attairs to make the following request of the House, 
with the understanding that it is a report of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs : 

That the testrmony taken by the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the second 

con of the Forty-fourth Congress, on the subject of the Venezuelan mixed com- 
- saion, © ted jor the use of the House. 
ss cepa inacania te A. H. HAMILTON, 


Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered, 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


By unanimous consent, indefinite leave of absence was granted to 
Mr. Camp. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills. reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled joint resolu- 
tions of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same : 

Joint resolution (S. No. 5) authorizing Rear Admiral William Rey- 
nolds, of the United States Navy, to accept certain presents tendered 
him by the King of Siam; and 

Joint resolution (S. No. 15) filling an existing vacancy in the Board 
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 

DEATH OF SENATOR BOGY. 


The SPEAKER. The hour of three o’clock having been fixed as 
the time for taking up the resolutions of the Senate in relation to the 
death of the late Senator BoGy, of Missouri, and that hour having 
arrived, the Clerk will read the resolutions of the Senate. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, January 16, 1878. 


Resolved, That the Senate has received with profound sorrow the announcement 
of the death of Hon. Lewis V. Bocy, late a Senator of the United States from the 
State of Missouri. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect to the memory of Hon. Lewis V. Boey, the 
business of the Senate be now suspended, that his former associates may pay proper 
tribute to his public and private virtues. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, the 
members of the Senate will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty davs. 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these resolutions to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, standing in the dark shadow of a great 
sorrow it is fitting that there should be a truce to all divisions; that, 
meeting to-day upon a common sacred ground, we may with fervent 
words of unfeigned sorrow repeat the story of a useful life. If there 
be animosities let them give place to better thoughts. If there be 
enmities let them depart this sacred spot while here we join clean 
hands over the grave of the departed one whose deeds, whose words 
are now the priceless heritage of his countrymen. Thus doing we 
may pluck from sorrow’s crown some precious flower fragrant with 
the perfumes of a charity which shall sweeten the memories of him 
= mourn and breathe upon all hearts the impulse toward a better 

ile. 

A generation, Mr. Speaker, has passed away since first I had the 
poe of meeting Lewis Vita Boey, then verging toward man- 
1000's prime estate and giving evidence of that leadership to which 
his genius impelled him, the full fruition of which he afterward 
realized. Inthat long acquaintance I trust I learned in some degree 
to appreciate the excellences which so well adorned his character. 
Let this, then, be my apology, if one were needed, for thus detaining 
you for a few moments that I may express, however imperfectly, 
those words of sorrow for the loss which our common country has sus- 
tained; as well as endeavor to exhalt those virtues which he so hap- 
pily possessed. 

Nature had endowed our friend with a form of manly dignity and 
a face of remarkable suavity and impressive benevolence. 

Death found strange beauty on that polished brow and dashed it out. 

I need not refer to his remarkably pleasing manners; they were the 
admiration of all who met him ; added to which his courtly yet mod- 
est bearing at once stamped him as the finished American gentleman 
imevery sense. These gifts and graces, so much admired, were sup- 
plemented by a mind naturally strong and gifted, and which had 
been trained not in the halls of academic lore under the ripening 
touch of learned professors, but in his converse with nature, his con- 
tact with men and things, and in the brief hours of study snatched 
from the intervals of toil and earnest conflict with the events of life. 
Like so many of our countrymen who have reached great heights of 
(listinetion and honor, he, too, toiled up by thorny paths, steep and 
rugged ways, often almost despairing of reaching the coveted goal, 
yet always pressing on, if possible to secure the prize. 

The senatorial seat to w 
_ patriotic longings after an almost life-time struggle at length 
gained. Henee, having struggled on and up, the discipline ac- 


quired only the more thoroughly fitted him to sympatbize with all in 
every grade through which he passed. How well, therefore, he filled 
his place his compeers have not shunned to say, and while to-day 
they miss his manly form, still more do they miss his wise counsels, 
—— judgment, and intelligent interpretation of the popular 
will. 

His industry was of the highest type, work was his natural ele- 
ment, and his busy brain was apparently tireless in the tasks to which 
he addressed himself in his public duties. 

His fidelity to his convictions was simply the exhibition of that 
remarkable integrity of character which adorned his life and shed 
upon it a light of unfading luster. This same characteristic gave 
strength to his public life, inspired confidence in all whocame under 
his influence, and gave him a remarkable power over not only his 
own political associates, but also over his opponents. j 

I would not, Mr. Speaker, wish to lift the veil of sanctified domestic 
life or peer within the portals of that home now shrowded in sorrow; 
but allow me to say it was the home of joy, of confidence, of affection, 
as beautiful and pure as earth possessed. 

To the Father of all we would commend this deeply stricken house- 
hold. The loving words and tender acts of human sympathy are too 
feeble to reach the deep and painful grief caused by the removal of 
one so loved, so honored, in the home which he cherished with such 
tender affection. 

To sum up the character of our friend would be to say that in him 
we find the wise counsellor and advocate, the high-minded, intelli- 
gent merchant, banker, and manufacturer, the statesman at once 
fearless and independent, incorruptible and patriotic. 

In the immediate family connection we behold the devoted son, 
the tender brother, the fond father, the loving husband. Asa friend, 
steadfast and immovable, careful, considerate, and obliging. 

With all these virtues, however, he, too, must bow to that 
sure fate which is the lot of all. That pale-faced messenger which 
hangs upon our pathway cannot be appeased by accomplishments, 
either of person or mind, however beautiful or illustrious. 

While to be able to say these things with truthfulness in some 
measure mitigates the sorrow for our loss and lends encouragement 
for us to imitate him in their acquirement, at the same time it teaches 
how great the loss his friends, his family, and his country have sus- 
tained. 

May the lessons of his life inspire us with higher resolves, more fer- 
vent aspirations for usefulness, stronger desires for the attainment of 
excellences of character. May his death admonish us that life is the 
span of man’s activities, and that whatsoever the hand tindeth to do 
we should do it with our might, that it may be said of us, as we say 
of him, he did what he could. 

Life's a debtor to the grave. 
Dark lattice, letting in eternal day. 

Time speeds us each with swift and tireless flight toward the land 
of shadows and forgetfulness. Whatever may be said or thought of 
us when life’s transient day is o’er, may it be our lot to leave behind 
the heritage of a good name, the legacy of a life well spent, and to 
reach 

That shore 
Where storms are hushed, where tempests never rage ; 
Where angry skies and blackening seas no more 
With gusty strength their roaring warfare wage ; 
By them its peaceful margents shall be trod, 
Their home be heaven, and their friend be God, 


Mr. WADDELL. Mr. Speaker, forty-six years ago a youth of nine- 
teen years of age, whose opportunities for advancement had been 
very few, whose means were scant, and whose prospects seemed to 
be in no degree flattering, wrote a letter to his mother, to whom he 
was devoted throughout bis life, in which he expressed a determina- 
tion to represent his native State of Missouri in the Senate of the 
United States before he was sixty years old. It was regarded as only 
the utterance of a youthful dreamer whose castle in the air would 
soon vanish before the blighting blast of adversity; but there was 
in the boy what fighters call “the staying quality,” aud it soon be- 
gan to develop itself. Passing through the Black Hawk war as a 
private soldier, he studied law, and in 1835 stepped well-shod into 
that highway along which cluster most abundantly public honors 
inthiscountry. Advancing rapidly and gathering fortune as he went, 
but encountering frequently defeat and disappointment, he kept his 
gaze fixed upon the goal of his youth, and finally, before the close of 
his sixtieth year, wrote his name in the other end of this Capitol— 
Lewis V. BoGy, Senator from Missouri. 

What a lesson is here! I come not to speak the language which 
so fittingly becomes surviving friendship on an occasion like this, 
for it was not my privilege to enjoy that relation in an especial man- 
ner toward him who “has fallen asleep.” Iam performing an office 
of respect and friendship for the living, upon whose suggestion I 
*p sak; and in the discharge of this duty, while yielding homage to 
the many virtues, private and public, which all unite in ascribing to 
him, this remarkable exhibition of dauntless courage and tireless 
devotion throughout a long life to the attainment of a high and hon- 
orable distinction seems to me to be most worthy of comment. It is a 


1ich he aspired in the day-dreams of youth | record eminently proper to place before the youth of our land for 


emulation. The spirit which animated him who made it is the spirit 
which always has and always will conquer the world. He who pos- 
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seeses it has within him the prime element of greatness, which no ob- 
stacle can baffle, no danger appal, and which death only can destroy. 
Nay, sir, death itself destroys it not, for, stripped of its earthly fet- 
ters, it soars immortal toward its home. At no period of our history 
could the cultivation of this spirit be more wisely urged or its illus- 
tration by such examples be more appropriately alluded to than at 
this time, when all the depressing and demoralizing influences of 
prostrate industries and paralyzed commerce are at work among us; 
when singleness of purpose, unflagging perseverance toward noble 
ends, and high moral courage are so sorely needed. These were the 
characteristics Which marked the life of the dead Senator. Let us 
imitate them. 

Mr. Speaker, since you and I cume for the first time to take our 
places in this Chamber there have been a score of seats made vacant 
by the rider of the pale borse. He has reaped a rich harvest in the 
splendid halls of this building. 


To the past go more dead faces 
Every year ; 

As the loved leave vacant places 
Every year. 


Standing here and reflecting upon these things, let us heed the 
noble utterance of one of our immortal countrymen: “* Duty’ is the 


sublimest word in our language.” These ceremonies may soon be 


periormed for you and me ; and, if so, our friends cau pay us no higher 
tribute than to say that here and everywhere we did our duty. 


Yes, the shores of life are shifting 
Every year 

And we are seaward drifting 
Every year. 

Old places, changing, fret us, 

The living more forget us, 

There are fewer to regret us 
Every year. 


But the truer life draws nigher 
Every year, 

And its morning star climbs bigher 
Every year; 

Earth's hold on us grows slighter, 

And the heavy burden lighter, 

And the dawn immortal brighter, 
Every year. 


Mr. HATCHER. Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that I should pay my 
humble tribute to the memory of the distinguished Senator from 
Missouri, who, since our last assembling, has been called to his long 
home. 

I represent the district in which he was born. Sixty-four years 
light of day; and, sir, Ido not in the least exceed the language of 
sober truth when I declare that there was not a resident of that ven- 


erable old hamlet who did not feel in the loss of Senator BoGy a per- | 


sonal bereavement. He had endeared himself to her people by a 


ity, in which they profited, and, later, by an official prominence which 
they seemed in one sense to share. 

They mourned a man whom they knew, a man of honorable aspi- 
rations, of well-tempered ambition, of ingrained honesty, of stead- 
fastness to friends, and incapable of doing intentional wrong even to 
an cnemy. 


Sainte Genevieve has given to the country many names that have 


been written high upon the tablet of fame—names that the nation | 


delights to honor and will continue through all time to revere. I 
have only time to recall such as have served in this or the other 
House of Congress. 

Commencing with John Scott, who for twelve years was a Dele- 
gate and Representative in this House from the Territory and State 
of Missouri; Governor Henry Dodge, who came to Sainte Genevieve, 
then the most prominent settlement of the new Territory, a mere boy. 
lle served in and was a hero of both the war of 1812 and the Black 
Hawk war, one of the most sanguinary of our Indian conflicts. Gov- 
ernor Dodge was a Delegate from the Territory of Wisconsin, after- 
ward its governor, and when largely by his efforts the State was 
admitted into the Union he became its first Senator, serving in that 
capacity for nine years. 


General Augustus C. Dodge was also born in Sainte Genevieve. | 


He was the first Delegate to Congress from the new Territory of 
lowa, its first Senator, and afterward our minister to Spain. 

Dr. Lewis F. Linn, who came to Sainte Genevieve with his half- 
brother, Governor Dodge, when but an infant, and lived there until 


his death, served for ten years as Senator from Missouri, being elected | 


the last time by the unanimous vote of her Legislature. 


when a lad six years of age, was educated with Senator BoGy, and 
served as the last Delegate in Congress from Michigan Territory, and 
was for twelve years a Senator from lowa. 


men it is not strange that Senator BoGy in his mere youth should 
determine to attain to an eminence as marked as theirs; a determina- 
tion which with characteristic candor he committed to writing and 
intrusted to a mother’s kind and affectionate care. 

ln this renowned village, a village still, but which at the date of 
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| until he became, before half his term had expired, to be relied on as 4 
| safe guide and counsellor, and was intrusted by his party asso 


| ion and a half of people. 
Ex-Senator George W. Jones, who emigrated to Sainte Genevieve | 
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Senator BoGy’s birth bade fair to be the metropolis of the o- 
West, on the 9th day of April, 1813, our deceased friend was bor, 
He has fought the good fight, be has finished the race, and we y 
survive Lim have assembled to do honor to his memory. Aj) ¢,,; .. 

mortal of him has been consigned by loving hands to the old | 
ing-ground at Saint Louis, where he now rests encircled by }) | 
two of his children; but his example lives to inspire us to worth’ 
purposes and greater efforts. 1 do not claim for Senator Bowy «| 
he outranked in fame and reputation the distinguished nanies | 
recalled ; viewed in the light of what he accomplished it cay ha; 
be asserted that he did. And yet, sir, I am sure that had his tery , 
public service extended over as long a period he would have byily, 
a reputation second to tbatof no other public man of the last quarte; 
of acentury. His gifts were not of a showy order; on the contra; 
they were solid, and of the highest value to his constituency and +), 
nation at large. ' , 
When he came to the Senate in 1873 he wasentirely inexperienc: 
in legislative labors. More that thirty years ago he was for a brie: 
period a member of his State assembly, and since that time he had 
been employed almost exclusively in practical business life; and ye: 
sir, such was bis facility of adaptation, so prominent his sturdy sep 
his devotion to principle, his candor,and so marked his determination, 
and ability to master the duties of his high position, that almost jy 
sensibly, and certainly without exciting opposition or inspiring enyy 
he steadily grew in the estimation and appreciation of his associat: 


tes 


vat 


“ 


lales 


with the gravest responsibilities. 

There was nothing of accident about all this. Those who knew 
him when the rather unexpected news of his election was first m 
known confidently predicted the result that followed. They are uot 
less secure in the belief that had his life been spared he would have 
steadily advanced to the first rank of statesmanship. 

What he did he did with his whole heart, might, mind, and strengt), 
From the moment he entered Congress he devoted himself exclusiy: 
to the interests of his constituents, neglecting a large private busi 
ness to the great detriment if not to the ruin of his personal fortun 
Ile knew no other way. From the dull routine of the committee-rooms 
or other arduous duties connected with his honorable position Lis 


| associates will testify he never attempted to escape. 


During the period of vacation, when his friends pleaded with him to 
take the rest they felt he so much needed, he still labored untiring 


| Through the entire presidencial campaign, although most eager to 


participate in the advocacy of principles which he felt must trump) 
if the nation was to live, he nevertheless followed the plain path of 


| duty, spending his entire vacation in a laborious examination of th: 
ago, in the old town of Sainte Genevieve, his eyes first opened to the 


silver question, which had been assigned by the Senate to a wixed 
commission, of which he was made a member. 

Had he even so much as evaded this single task and taken an ocean 
voyage as advised by his physicians it is the opinion of his friends 


| that he would have been restored to the robust health which was then 
youth full of promise, a middle age of abundant enterprise and activ- | 


attacked for the first time by the malaria of this latitude. As he 
lived he died, discharging to the last, and with his best efforts, the 
duties imposed on him. And when the summons came, dreadful to 
all but him serenely he laid down the burden of life and passed 
through the shadow of the valley. There were no unmanly repiuings, 


| no complaints of opportunities neglected, of wasted time, of lost 


occasions. With a calm confidence in the sure reward that awaited 
him, he folded up the book of life and bound it with the golden 
clasp of faith ina glorious immortality. To us he is no more. To 
these halls and to our councils he is forevermore a stranger. The 
places that have known him once shall know him no more forever. 
Nothing is left but his memory and example. Long shall we of his 
native State cherish the one and emulate the other. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, there are occasions in life which 
like the milestones on the highway, make us pause to measure the 
road we have passed, and to estimate that which may be before us. 
Death appeals to our sensibilities and rebukes our prejudices. Cui 
anything so inevitable be considered a calamity. There is no mistor- 
tune in death save when it snaps in two what might have been a 
long and honorable life. Death is sometimes attendedby horrible, 
and appalling circumstances, but there is nothing in death or i's 
worst surroundings so truly appalling as a useless, purposeless lil. 
To-day Congress pauses in its work; the great law-making ™ 
grinding nerve and brain, comes to a halt. 1t stops to pay a tribute 
to a dead Senator; to speak of him. Who was he? What was he 
He represented a great State, the neighbor of my own. | nder out 
representative form of government he was the chosen voice for ami"! 

i Who shall say he was an inconsequentis 
thing or an accident? He was selected for something. That sow 
thing, like himself, makes part of our history not unworthy of the 
high place they held. The dead Senator of whom we speak to-‘s) 


| was the most distinctive, clear-cut type of one of the most remark 
Enjoying both the example and confidence of these distinguished 


able elements that have blended in modern American civilization. 

Two hundred years ago a young Frenchman left the outposts ° 
the French settlements on the Lakes and, entering the Mississi)')" 
Valley by the Wisconsin River, explored the father of waters. The 
rreat valley lay like a sealed book to the enterprise and genius of 1 
Suropean. Long centuries before ancient civilizations had made that 
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valley resound to their feet. They had passed away and nothing | 
vomained of them save myth and legend and those vast mounds 
. , " they worshipped God under the symbols of fire and the sun. 
1 \e rains and storms of centuries had beat upon them but not washed 
them away, and now great forest trees clung to them as if to conse- 
rate them with the hoary beard of father time. Who were the build- 
or? What werethey? Over the fairy landscape bands of wandering 
: poor roved. Their fathers had blotted out an ancient agricultural 
race in blood, long, long ago, and now they flitted about like the 
hosts of better things—Ishmaelites who had no abiding place and 
ft no mark upon the earth. f A eae 

The great eye of a sleepless God was upon it. With the infinite 
heneficence that said “Let there be light” he decreed that once 
more the grandest valley in all the world should be the home of 
myriads of happy men and women. ; , 

Father James Marquette, a young Frenchman of aristocratic family, 
horn on the banks of the Oise, educated in the bosom of the Church, 
devoted to the society of Jesus ere he reached man’s estate, the inspira- 
tions of his mind seem to have grasped the genius and self-sacrifice 
of Loyola. It isnot necessary to suppose he could have comprehended 
the great results of the forms of society of which be was the begin- 
ning. Cole in his imaginative painting, the voyage of life, depicts 
a youth gliding down the river of time, drinking in the ever new 
and changeful landseape on its banks. It is a dream of a wonderful 
yovage, but not so wonderful as the voyage of Marquette. It was a 
new world, and this was its first day. He glided by the mouth of 
many a river that has now hundreds of towns and cities on its banks. 
Then a deep sleep had fallen upon it, deeper than that which fell on 
Adam ere Eve was created. 

Four centuries before another adventurer had entered that valley 
from the lower end. De Soto had come with the pomp and circum- 
stance of war. His hand was against every man, every man’s hand 
against him. He sought another Peru or Mexico to rob. To them 
God seemed but to have made empires to be the victims of banditti. 
Discovery was a better title than possession. Avarice was the main- 
spring, merciless cruelty the fruit. They came flushed with great 
expectations, and it took years of toil, privation, and suffering to 
consume and destroy those hopes. Broken in body and spirit, De 
Soto was buried in the mighty river, and the remnant of his wretched 
followers were driven out of it by the men of Quegalto. 

Well might the Indian warriors shout and sing as they drove out 
the wretched Spaniards! That victory secured them from the invaders 
for four generations. One hundred and forty years passed away ere 
the canoe of Marquette floated on the river. He came in a different 
way. He stood among them without a weapon, the messenger of 
the Prince of Peace. He brought European religion and European 
civilization, and wherever the foot of the Frenchman touched the 
earth, as from seed sown, French settlements sprung up. He hauled 
up his pirogue near the spot where the town of Saint Genevieve now 
stands, and there of that race and stock, the subject of these eulogies 
was born, Lewis ViTaL BoGy was in all things intensely a French- 
man, and yet in every element of his character as intensely the west- 
ern American. A Frenchman of the better class, educated, nervous, 
active. He had all the polished urbanity of his race and the geutle- 
ness of a woman wedded to the hardy vigor of the frontiersman. 
Something in the clear, bracing, western atmosphere seems to have 
developed a new type of man. 

The old French settlements had two classes, one of great intellect, 
vigor, enterprise—the Lacledes, Choteaus, Bogys, Menards, Vitals. I 
need not enumerate ; these represented the class. Their names are 
marked on the geography of the whole western country. There was 
not a locality too remote for their enterprise and business. There was 
nota river or lake but echoed to the paddles of their batteaus. There 
was not an Indian tribe so hostile or barbarous that they were not 
familiar with them. There was not a mountain gorge inaccessible to 
their genius and skill. There was not avalley where they did not build 
trading postsand forts. They represented the best blood of old France, 
the genius and oo of new France. They laid the foundation of a 
greatempire. In its vigorous youth they did their full share in its 
sterner battles, and as the symmetry of our new forms of society 
assume their power and grandeur they hold their place, and blend 
into a broad new Americanism with the fragments of other nation- 
alities, and perhaps the last distinct type that will ever enter the 
American Congress was Lewis ViTat Boy. 

rhe other element of the early French settlements was the Arcadian 
peasant. A mixture of Indian inertia and French philosophic sim- 
plicity. There was old Kaskaskia, or as we used to call it, “ Kasky,” 
Cahoka, Prairie du Rocher, Sainte Genevieve, Vincennes, Cape Girar- 
(lean. Well do IL remember them all when a boy. I have heard the 
old Kaskaskians say that after Saint Louis was started the people 
there came to*‘Kasky” tobuy goods. Ah, these were the happy, primi- 
tivedays. They cultivated corn in the “ big field” where each family 
had a few acres. They caught wild ponies on the point. They wor- 
shipped in a chapel almost as old as Philadelphia, when the bell 
rang. They celebrated holidays and saints’ days, and would observe 
them for any saint kind enough to give them one. Their towns were 
not laid out after the pattern of a multiplication table. Their lives 
Were hot mathematical problems with everything carried and nothing 
over. They had leisure. They were not ground in the mill of Moloch. 
They danced in Pe-whingi to the music of Rafael Mart, and ran horse- | 
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races. Their wants were few, their labors light. They ate, they 
drank, they danced, and they died. 7 

There came achange. Those who had founded hamlets and vil- 
lages were swept away by those who founded cities and great States. 
“Kasky” lost theseat of government, the county seat. Eventbe sisters 
fled from her in the flood of 1844. The energetic and enterprising 
left for new centers, and “ Kasky” and Cahoka became rustier than 
ever, and existed merely that antiquities might be said to exist in 
the country. 

Mr. BoGy’s father was born in Kaskaskia, but moved to the town of 
Sainte Genevieve, which is just a few miles distant over the river. In 
1766 the left bank of the Mississippi was ceded by France to Britain 
and in the war of the Revolution came to the United States. The 
Spaniards held the country beyond the right bank. The elder Bogy 
was connected with the most enterprising families in both towns and 
held responsible positions under the Spanish government. In 1813 
LEWIS ViTaL BoGy was born. In came life he indicated the thrift 
and energy which marked his whole career and which are so sadly 
lacking in the youth of the present day. He began life clerking in a 
store at asalary of $200 a year. Then he went to study law with 
old Judge Pope, in Kaskaskia. He came of a stock that might well 
have been excused for putting on airs. Did he merely loaf around a 
lawyer's office under pretense of reading law! Old Judge Pope had 
a coal-bank on Mary’s River, a dozen miles or more from Kaskaskia. 
There the young BoGy went part of his time, superintending the 
miners and reading the books selected by the judge. It was ride 
and tie between Sisyphus and Blackstone. I wish the young men of 
to-day would remember these lessons. The man who starts business 
in that way is very liable to succeed. Afterward he attended the 
law school at Lexington, Kentucky. 

Entering his career at man’s estate he cast his fortune in Saint Louis. 
He was closely identified with its struggles, growth, prosperity. Nor 
did he limit his work to the city. He did more than any other man 
to develop the mineral resources of Missouri, and for these she is 
chiefly famous. He expended nearly a million of dollars in building 
the Iron Mountain Railroad. He helped build his State, and it was fit- 
ting he should represent her. He carried to public position what he 
had shown in private life: business habits and a carefully trained 
legal mind. 

Since my boyhood I have watched all the great development of the 
Mississippi Valley. In Saint Louis, not long ago, I left my hotel to 
walk out on the bridge, that grandest monument of human genius. 
Its foundations are a hundred feet deep in the channel of the river. 
Grand in its strength, beautiful in its symmetry, lifted heavenward 
above the mighty flood, as I stood and looked from its summit, 


Visons of things that have long since fled 
Went over my brain like ghosts of the dead. 


I remembered when a boy I entered that city almost forty years 
ago. Then when you got to Fourth and Fifth streets you came to 
bushes, and Chotean’s pond was before you. Now I lookedover that 
great city throbbing with the mighty struggle of commercial life. 
Then I remembered there was not a railroad in that country, and 
that we struggled in through a mud unparalleled beyond the Amer- 
ican bottom. Now the trains thundered in on twenty railroads, and 
made everything quiver as they swept over the great bridge. Away 
down the river lay the tleets of vessels and barges. The banks were 
environed by elevators, warehouses, wharves. Who planted and 
reared this commerce? Who built this city? Who developed this 
power and empire in the Mississippi Valley of which that city is the 
signet seal? Who were they? What were they? 

My mind was carried back to the primitive days of old Cahoka aud 
Kaskaskia; to the time when the men of Saint Louis went there to 
buy goods; back to the time when the scattered French settlements 
were all there wasof European civilization in the Mississippi Valley; 
back, back, until I could almost fancy I saw the skiff of Marquette 
floating down the river. 

Is there value in retrospect? We clutch these fragments close to 
us while we breathe a prayer for the future of our country and mur- 
mur: “ Yesterday, to-day, and forever.” Over the gravesof the em- 
inent dead, of whom these works are but the handwriting, we pause 
tothink. My own State had its troubles with Missouri in their time, 
and I am too proud of that history to shed any tears on it; but, the 
past redeemed and sanctified, we stand by the grave to admire anid 
sorrow with our sister-State. Gratified at her prosperity, emulous of 
her enterprise, I for Kansas lay a chaplet of friendship and esteem 
on the grave of Lewis Virat Bocy. 


Mr. KNOTT. A variety of circumstances, Mr. Speaker, seems to 
render it peculiarly appropriate that I should avail myself of the 
present mournful occasion to pay a brief but just tribute to the mem- 
ory of the patriot and statesman whose public services we would 
gratefully commemorate and whose private virtues we would embalin 
forever in the records of our country for the benefit of those who are 
to succeed us here when we, too, shall have gone to that undiscovered 
country from whose bourne no traveler returns. He was not only a 
native of the State within whose borders, a friendless wanderer, I 


| stepped upon the threshold of manhood, and whose generous people 
| I will remember with gratitude and affection as long as the vital 


current animates this trame, but as the well-earned reward for along 
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and busy career of usefulness in her service, his brow was crowned 
with her brightest houors when touched by the icy finger of death. 
And more than this, it was in my own native State and among 
those who have repeatedly honored me with a seat on this floor that 
he fixed the finishing links in his armor and entered upon that long 
and honorable career of which you have already been told so elo- 


quently and so truthfully by his colleagues who have preceded me. | 


But more than all, “he was my friend, faithful and just to me.” 

My personal acquaintance with Mr. BoGy commenced over twenty 
years ago, and although the relations between us from that time to 
the hour of his death were of the most kind and cordial nature, what 
I would here record concerning the more distinguishing traits in his 
character shall be freed as far as possible from the tinge of partial 
friendship, for 1 know that even the voice of affection cannot “soothe 
the dull, cold ear of death,” and I would scorn to mock the memory 
of my friend with the language of fulsome adulation which if living 
he would despise. 

The most striking feature in the character of Mr. BoGy, the one 
which more than all others distinguished him in his public and pri- 
vate relations in life, the one indeed which furnishes the key to his 
remarkably successful career, was his earnest, active, unfaltering 
fealty to duty. Whether as the school-teacher in the quiet shades 
of a rural district in Kentucky or the busy lawyer in the teeming 
metropolis of his native State; whether as member of the common 
council of Saint Louis or of the Senate of the United States, what- 
ever duty demanded at his hands he set himself about with all the 
energy of his nature and all the powers of his mind. 

If duty called him to defend his conscientious convictions of truth 
and rigit, whether on the hustings or in the halls of legislation, what- 
ever was the sacrifice to himself, whether triumph lured him with its 
fascinating laurels or defeat stared him sternly in the face, what- 
ever of time or money or honest effort it might cost, he flung himself 
boldly into the arena and bore himself bravely and gallantly in the 
contest, 

This unwavering fealty to duty resulted no doubt from the ardent, 
impulsive, generous disposition for which he was peculiarly conspic- 
uous, coupled with an exquisite sense of honor which, intluenced by 
a careful religious education, kept his conscience ever singularly sen- 
sitive to the various obligations imposed by his public and private 
assoc lations. 

The same ardent and impulsive temperament, while it imparted 
the warm glow of devoted affection to his domestic relations, made 
him the earnest, active, enthusiastic friend, the enterprising, public- 
spirited citizen, proud of the grandeur and devoted to the progress of 
his native State, and the Senator whose patriotism comprehended the 


interests and aspired to promote the prosperity of the entire country. | 


Hie died as he had lived, a faithful, conscientious, consistent 
member of the Catholic Church, without a single stain upon his 
escutcheon as a dutiful son, an affectionate husband, a kind and in- 
dulgent father, a faithful friend, a generous neighbor, a good citizen, 


a devoted patriot, an unsullied statesman, an honest man, and a | 


Christian gentleman. 


Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Speaker, when men die who were dignified by 
high trusts involving great responsibilities to the public it is emi- 
neutly fitting that our eulogies upon them should be marked by a spirit 
of sincerity and truthfulness. And if there were no elements of char- 
acter possessed by them to arrest attention and command commend- 
ation it were better that they should be protected by the charitable 
shield of silence. 

Responding cordially to this sentiment and governed by a conscien- 
tious responsibility for my utterances, I deem it a duty to speak in 
eulogy of the life and character of the deceased Senator, in respect 
for whose memory the resolutions now before us were offered. 

I knew him for several years quite well, and know sufficient of his 
early life and peculiar characteristics to speak with some confidence 
of the influences that developed his active and eventful manhood. 

He was a descendant of Illinois ancestors. Of him we have the 
somewhat astonishing announcement to make that he, a man of sixty- 
five years of age, was the son of native-born Illinois parents. 

Senator BoGy, according to my estimate of him, was not by nature 
a great genius, por was he what is popularly denominated a brilliant 
or highly cultivated man, and, in my judgment, to attribute these 
qualities to him would be not only untruthful but do injustice to his 
memory. 

He was a western man, and possessed in a high degree the pecu- 
liar characteristics of a pioneer civilization. Born and reared in the 
midst of the unbroken wilderness, he was characterized by a rugged, 
fearless nature that marked him in every stage of life and in every 
pursuit in which he engaged as a strong, bold, and aggressive actor. 

Such a man could not be confined to precise technical formulas nor 
brought within the range of severe methodical rules. But in that 
strength and courage that grasp and solve great practical questions 
of a public or private character there were few men in this country 
his equal. 

In the judgment of those most intimately acquainted with him 
and of those who cherish his memory most fondly his character was 
marked mainly by three distinguishing qualities : courage, integrity, 
and Christian faith. 
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As to his courage, no man who ever looked into his eys and cane), 
a gleam of its firm and fixed determination could doubt that ie aon. 
sessor Was @ man strong in purpose and fearless in execui joy‘, 
whose objects sustained by conscientious convictions woul |; 
serted with a resolution and intrepidity that no ordinary » 
tions could defeat. , 

His integrity is written upon every page of a long life illustrate, 
by prominent public action and varied and important business ey te... 
prises, during the whole course of which, in the language of his gy, 
cessor in the Senate, who had known him intimately for more ; we 
a third of a century, “his personal integrity and high sense of joy , 
were never questioned.” 

Senator BoGy was also a man of deep and earnest convictions, ayq 
these convictions, always formed cautiously and with painstakin. 
care, became to him fixed and lasting rules of action. 2g 

In this connection I propose briefly to speak of his Christian fait) 
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| His family were of French origin, and all of them of the Romay 


| Catholic religion. 


It was therefore his inherited faith. Baptized 
in infancy by a priest of that church and nurtured carefully in ¢)j\\. 


| hood by adevout and pious mother, he became ardently devoted ty jy 
| In fact, it was in his religion more strongly than elsewhere that we 





have a striking proof of his strong, inflexible nature. To it he eluyy 
with an unyielding tenacity and a sincere and ardent devotion throug, 
the whole course of a busy and eventful life. Tolerant always of tie 
opinions of others on all subjects, the special advocate of an unin. 
ited religious toleration, and in all things fully up to the progressive 
age in which he lived, for himself he demanded, as a Christiauy may, 
the right to worship God according to bis own conscience ; and in the 
exercise of that right he sought bis spiritual guide in the communion 
of the Church that represented the faith of his ancestors. To hin a 
reformation that attacked the dogmas of faith of the universal 
Church was a revolution, which, however kindly his sympathies 
might be extended toward the sincere and pious men who prociainied 
it, was a source of division and discord, fruitful only of disorgauiz- 
ing and disintegrating influences, 

To him the Church of bis fathers was really and truly a “rule and 
guide of faith,” and a refuge secure and safe trom the storms of nval 
contentions and of angry disputations. To him it was the amplilica- 
tion and ever-existing representative of the faith of the smali circle 
of humble followers who stood around the Great Master on the bor- 
ders of the Sea of Galilee and received from His divine lips the ex- 
alted Christian commission of unity, sanctity, apostolicity, and catho- 
licity. 

To a man possessed of a moral courage like his and with conyi 
tions such as these, angry protestations and sneering denials were 
each and all alike unavailing. i 

Sir, this is not a fitting place nor appropriate occasion to enter the 
field of religious controversy to determine whether his faith was 


| wisely or unwisely founded; but I submit, with much coutidence iu 


the favorable judgment of the good men of every creed, that its sin- 
cerity and ardent zeal demand the highest admiration. 

Mr. Speaker, I am quite sure that it would be a consolation to us 
if we could now know that, when the deep shadows of death shall 
have obscured us, kind friends could then truthfully say that in life 
we possessed that courage that never quailed in human presence; 
that, panoplied in the strength of an honest manhood, we always 
asserted and maintained a fearless and undaunted equality; but 
that, in the presence of the Great Judge, with head uncovered aud 
heart deeply humbled, we yielded ever the obedience and devotion 
of little children. , 

Sir, we would like, when that solemn hour comes, that it could be 
truthfully said of us that, with an unwavering faith and a trust aud 
confidence that no storms could shake, we embarked on the mystic 
river without a doubt and without a fear as to*the bright harbor to 
be reached on its unseen shore beyond. 

I feel, sir, on this occasion and in this presence that so far as 
human knowledge extends 1 am warranted iu saying this of Sevator 
Boey. 


Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, as a friend of the lamented 
Senator whose death we this day deplore, I propose to contribute 
something that may serve, in a slight degree, to perpetuate 10 the 
memory of those who are to come after us the high qualities of head 
and heart possessed by that good and amiable man. 

As the executive of Texas during a period of the deepest gloom 
and humiliation of the people it became my duty to open a corte 
spondence with the national authorities relative to the Indians ea the 
borders of that State; that correspondence touching not only the 
conduct of the wild tribes then making war on our people, but also 
the condition of small bands who had never lifted their hands agaist 
the white race of the country, but who had by their long and sturdy 
friendship for the white people provoked and brought upon thei 
selves the hatred and deadly enmity of the hostile tribes. 7 

Senator BoGy was at that time Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
and through my correspondence with him my first acquaintance Ws 
formed and my first conception of his high qualities of charactt 
derived. 

The position held was one of grave responsibility, and its debe 
then, as now, were both delicate and difficult. The ofiicer charge 








es Coe 





CONGRESSIONAL 


1878. 


na — ” SSS 


th the supervision of the relations existing between the Govern- 
a and the people of the United States and the aboriginal nations 
nf the country, embracing in the aggregate three hundred thousand 
cain. Jistributed into a great number of tribes and scattered along 
a border extending from Texas to Alaska and covering an area of 
‘many thousands of miles, should be possessed of the highest order of 
miministrative ability, coupled with a humane heart and a mind of 
rare discrimination. Such characteristics I believe belonged to Sena- 
tor BoGY in an eminent degree. . : 

The partial acquaintance formed under the circumstances to which 
I have referred was renewed and ripened when we subsequently met 
in these halls, he as a Senator and I asa Representative of our re- 
ape tive States. ' il Y 

The favorable estimate originally formed of his character was 
strengthened and confirmed by subsequent personal intercourse and 
by a somewhat close observation of his career as a public man. 

“He exhibited the same fullness and thoroughness of information 
upon publie affairs, the same healthful, sober judgment of public 
measures, the same appreciation of the wants of the country and 
tender consideration of the claims of humanity, and the same reso- 
jute and independent discharge of the duties of public trust that I 
had before ascribed to him. 

In no onedegree was I disappointed, but the estimate I had formed 
of his character was heightened by a personal acquaintance. 

Senator BoGy did not dazzle the country with his eloquence, nor 
attract attention to himself by sensational utterances or startling 
departures from the methods of the fathers, but he did impress upon 
the popular mind broad, generous, and humane views; did enlighten 
counsel, stimulate hope, and inspire confidence in the fortunes of the 
Republic by the brave, patient, and hopeful spirit that marked his 
public life. , : 

As a public man he was fully alive to the wants of his own State, 
considerate and thoughtful of the necessities of the great West, au 
ardent advocate of liberal measures on the part of the General Gov- 
ernment calculated to promote the commerce of the Mississippi Val- 
ley, and warmly advocating such action on the part of the Govern- 
ment as would insure a speedy connection by means of railways be- 
tween the Mississippi River and the distant States and Territories of 
the Government. But, ardent as he was in favor of measures promo- 
tive of the interests of his own immediate section, his patriotism and 
statesmanship were broad and liberal enough to embrace every section 
of our country. 

He was tenacious of his views, earnest in the advocacy of what he 
believed to be right, and energetic in whatever he undertook to 
accomplish. 

Senator BoGY was honest and capable. In his death the National 
Legislature has lost one of its most industrious and useful members 
and the country a citizen of the loftiest character, whose intelligent 
and conscientioas discharge of duty entitles him to the love and 
respect of his countrymen. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I should be unmindful of 
the strong promptings of love for a dead friend and inditferent to the 
duty Lowe to the State which honored Senator BoGy with its high- 
est trust, if I did not avail myself of the privilege of this occasion to 
testify my appreciation of his private worth and public virtues. 

Senator BoGy was a native Missourian, having been born at the 
French town of Sainte Genevieve in the year 1213, seven years before 
the admission of the State of Missouri into the Union. He came of 
ancestors who settled in the far West more than a hundred years ago. 
While he was denied the opportunity and advantage of early intel- 
lectual training, he Mherited that bold, self-reliant, and aspiring man- 
hood which so distinguished those daring voyageurs who conquered 
the great West from savage dominion and gave it to this generation 
to refine and build up into the wondrous civilization which the 
Mississippi Valley presents to-day. 

From this rade and unpromising beginning he began his life-work 
with the energy and hopefulness of one who aspires to great achieve- 
ments. When a boy he commenced that rigid system of self-culture 
and discipline which expanded a mind naturally strong so that he 
attained in early manhood a breadth and comprehensiveness of mind 
which made him a marked man in the political struggles of his State 
and gave promise of his future eminence. He was ambitious to be 
of service to his country but never a place-hunter, and was frequently 
chosen by his political friends to lead the forlorn hope of certair 
(lefeat, on which oceasions he came to the front of battle upbolding 
the banner of his party with the firmness and gallantry of the trained 
veteran, He was unusually active in his temperment, and took a 
deep interest in all that concerned his State, ever on the alert to 
defeat a policy which menaced the interests of his constituents and 
uuilinching in his zeal in the advocacy of all great measures which 
promised the development of industrial enterprise. 

While he was full of that sweet charity which made him tolerant 
of the opinions of others, always treating a political opponent with 
the most refined and princely courtesy, Be was lion-like in his cour- 
age and firm as the rock in the conviction that the fundamental 
principles of his party were the perfection of republican government, 
aways finding him their consistent and uncompromising adherent— 
not the blind and blatant adherence of the demagogue, but the earn- 
est, conscientious follower of the convictions of his judgment. As in 
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private life he acknowledged no higher law than devotion to duty, 
in political action he knew no higher law than the Constitution of 
his country, and sought only to satisfy his ambition by a faithful and 
laborious discharge of the trusts confided to his keeping. Hence his 
views of public policy were generous, broad, and statesmanlike, look- 
ing to the good of his whole country rather than to classes and sections. 

He was not a finished speaker, but a rare and fascinating talker, 
and never failed to impress his views, both in conversation.and de- 
bate, with marked originality and force. With these characteristics 
he justly earned a national reputation during his short career in the 
United States Senate as an able and conscientious representative of 
his State. 

But as his public life and acts have been fully treated of by distin- 
guished gentlemen who have preceded me I turn from that field 
to the more inviting and congenial theme of his private and social 
virtues, for it is with these that our dead friend is especially em- 
balmed in our memory. It is a task of love to speak of him as a 
friend, as a companion as well as a teacher and inspirer of laudable 
ambitions of his young associates, as the substantial friend of the 
weak and defenseless, the helper of the helpless, and as one of God’s 
almoners of all the sweet charities of life. 

Few can miss the light of his presence and his unobtrusive counsel 
more than myself, who had learned not only to honor the sincerity 
of his purpose, his unswerving integrity, his fidelity to friends and 
convictions, but to love and revere him for his sweet amiability of 
character, his goodness of heart, his unaffected piety, in short for all 
those qualities which rescue human nature from the sneers of the 
bad and eynical. He was a Missourian, proud of the State of his 
nativity and justly proud of its contidence in him, always turning 
with a lover's eyes to the friends who had lifted him from obscurity 
to the highest honors in their gift. He had a keen sense of honor, 
with a sovereign and unfeigning contempt for all that was little and 
mean, and in the fearless loyalty of his heart never deserted a friend. 

But it was with the home-bred charities of the heart, in the sweet 
retiracy of domestic endearments, that our friend’s character chiefly 
claims our admiration, always returning with ever-increasing relish 
to the delights and enjovments of that sacred penetralia where loving 
wife and children pined for his return. 

When from his stricken associate at Richmond, Indiana, there 
reached him in the last days of his tenancy of a sorely-racked body 
a telegraphic message expressing solicitude to learn that he was im- 
proving, his eye lighted up with a smile of forgiveness and sympa- 
thy as he dictated an assuring response. Both, as it were, clasping 
forgiving hands on the borders of the unkuown, have passed out to 
the pale realms from which we receive no responses, no tidings. The 
one, almost for a life-time in the forefront of battle, has been ex- 
travagantly praised and censoriously censured, The other, entering 
official life but a few years ago, had but just begun to fulfill the ex- 
pectancy of watchful friends. 

Opportunity, the handmaid of renown, had waited upon the one, 
and it was the belief of friends who knew Seuator BoGy well in that 
greatest of arenas, the Senate, he would have found his opportunity, 
had he been spared longer for the battle. Missouri may send men 
of equal or greater ability to that august body to which she has ac- 
credited a Benton, a Green, a Linn, and a Geyer, but she will never 
place there aman of purer purpose, of a more exalted conception of 
his duties and responsibilities as a representative, of a more unbenid- 
ing integrity or unflinching patriotism than he whose loss we deplore 
and whose memory we now commemorate. 


Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Speaker, the lateness of the hour and the knowl- 
edge that others who perhaps can speak more intelligently than my- 
self of the virtues of the illustrious dead are to follow me warns me 
that I must be brief. These virtues have been recited by tongues 
far more eloquent than mine. Missouri has come and from the lips 
of her distinguished sons, who so well represent here her honor 
and her interest, has voiced the great woe she feels as she stands to- 
day above the open-mouthed grave of her illustrious son, Other 
commonwealths have come, neighboring common wealths represented 
by those who knew the illustrious Senator better than myself and 
have spoken of him words that I wish I might as fittingly speak. 
But I do not deem it inappropriate that the voice of Louisiana should 
swell this funeral ery that goes up to-day and that her tears should 
mingle with those that are falling upon this bier, for I do remember, 
sir, that when she was voiceless and silent here, when she was mis- 
represented at the other end of the Capitol, that Senator BoGy in the 
hour of her peril and her trial held with well-nerved arm the wegis of 
the Constitution above her stricken form and spoke brave and great 
words for her disenthrallment and for her peace. 

Mr. Speaker, it was not my fortune to have known Senator BoGy 
intimately. When I came here to take my seat amongst the humblest 
of the members of the Forty-fourth Congress I met him and had 
that casual acquaintance with him which the members of the re- 
spective branches of Congress often have where no particular busi- 
ness interests or social opportunities bring them together closely. It 
was not until the unpleasant prominence into which my State was 
forced by her peculiar relations to the electoral count and to all the 
exciting questions growing out of the last Presidential election, and 
when Senator BoGy appealed to me for some knowledge of her laws 
and statutes, that I knew him weld. 
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Afterward a measure of great importance to the entire Mississippi 
Valley drew us together, and it was then that 1 learned to measure 
him and to appreciate him. As briefly as I ean, Mr. Speaker, I pro- 
pose to utter now my estimation of him. As a man I found him 
frank. brave, and truthful. He was brave enongh to stand alone 
when he believed he was right. When his convictions and his judg- 
ments combined told him that he was right he never counted friends, 
neither did he number his opposing foes. 

I found himever honest. I discovered that, perhaps from his orgin 
and because of the stirring pioneer scenes and associations of his 
early life, there was in him that rugged honesty which never would 
bend to the supple requirements of this late day. I saw, too, the 
yrand and salient features of that Spartanintegrity which nevercould 
be effaced or toned down from their original proportions. 

Born of French ancestry, he was ardent, impulsive, warm-hearted, 
and enthusiastic, quick to resent an injury, and yet ever ready to for- 
give when the amende wasmade. I found him always ready to extend 
the hand of friendship and kindness to the younger members of this 
Ilouse who gathered about him, and I was indebted to him more 
than once for much of friendly counsel and advice with regard tomy 
own course. 

The virtues of Senator BoGy, as son, as husband, and as father, 
have been spoken of here. There is one noble and beautiful trait of 
his character which it is well for us all to recall and to remember ; 
that which was so eloquently and beautifully alluded to by my 
friend from North Carolina, [Mr. WADDELL, }] who has already spoken. 
It was his love for his mother. Mr. Speaker, it too often happens 
that we, especially when fortune and fame smile upon us, are apt to 
forget her who gave us birth, or to think lightly and carelessly of 
that beautiful dream of our childhood ; to be unmindful of that love 
which follows us everywhere, which smiles when we smile, which 
weeps when we weep, which comes to us when sorrow, misfortune, 
even when guilt or shame may overtake us; which wraps us in the 
immortal mantle of her affection, seeing only her child, refusing to 
believe the appearance or even the proof of guilt. Or if we do not 
forget, we remember only when the world has grown so dark and 
life so weary, when there come memories of misspent hours, of 
wasted time, of neglected opportunities, when innocence and youth 
scems so faraway. In those weary times it is that we call out to 
her even as we do to God; that we would bring back this beautiful 
vision of our childhood, that we would woo ber from the shadowy 
past; that we confess to her how weary we are of “sowing that 
others may reap,” of “ flinging away our soul’s wealth,” and ask her 
to take us back to her breast and make us all young and loving and 
linoecent again, 

Senator BoGy never forgot his mother. He kept his promise to | 
her; he realized the pledge of his boyhood, and laid at her feet his | 
commission as United States Senator. To him maternal love was a | 
sieady lamp that shone all through his life and was a guide to his 
fvotsteps. To him it was a hallowed memory that kept his heart 
ever fresh, warm, and pure. His devotion to bis child has already 
been spoken of. Itis said by those who knew him well that the first | 
sign of his decay m himself occurred after the death of his beloved 
daughter. Like a careful gardener who has seen some beautiful 
plant grow up beneath his care, has noted its petals open and unfold 
into beautiful maturity, and when it dies he almost wishes to die 
with it; and in its decay takes prophetic premonition of his own 
approaching end; or like some vine that has clung so closely about 
the trank of the oak until the two lives are absolutely intermingled 
and interwoven, when torn rudely and violently away it leaves its 
parent-tree a prey to enemies that turn its strength to decay and 
wither all its glories. So when the rude hand of death tore his child 
away from Senator BoGy’s heart it sent its own fatal chill to the 
fountain of that great and noble life. 

As a legislator Senator BoGY was a man of large, liberal, and en- 
lightened views. Particularly was he devoted to the interests of 
the great Mississippi Valley. Surely never did the heart of Israel’s 
wophet kindle at the thought of that Jordan-watered land which 
mad been given by God to him and his children, as a heritage to them 
forever, more than did the heart of Senator BoGy kindle at the 
splendid possibilities of that fertile land whose ribs form the water- 
sheds of continents, whose chief life-vein is that rushing inland Mis- 
sissippi sea, Whose blood-valves are lakes with voice and expanse 
like oceans, whose soil is the breast which the famished nations of 
the world can gather and draw sustenance. It was to the interests 
of this valley, to the splendid possibilities of that portion of our 
Jand, that his heart ever tarned with delight. Particularly do I re- 
member how he noted carefully the progress made in the improve- 
ments at the mouth of the great river. 

1 well recall me now with what enthusiasm he talked of the day 
when, beneath the genius of Eads, the water of that mighty stream | 
should cut the last shackle that binds the imperial West and the | 
majestic South to the car-wheels of insolent monopoly and free them; 
when the great brown-winged and black-breasted birds of commerce, 
no matter how heavily laden, might, from ocean’s rugged breast to | 
river's peaceful bosom, come and go, and furl their storm-bronzed | 
wings by the wharves of the great cities that margin the border of 
the stream. 

How vividly also do I recall his tireless endeavor for the develop- 
meut of our commercial resources. He properly divined the cause of | 
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the stagnation of business. He saw with true and just eye why : 
was that furnace-fires were dying; why it was that industry's st rop, 
arm was falling in helpless paralysis, and why, in this land of pler ty 
there was a cry for bread and labor. He knew that it was the oye. 
stimulated productive powers of the country and the inad quate 
commercial circulation; and he knew that we must have a market 
for our surplus products or that stagnation and paralysis would gj) 
continue. Therefore he was very urgent in his advocacy of a ling o¢ 
steamers to Brazil; and he spoke to me of the shame which should 
mantle the brow of every American that the American flag was almost 
unknown in the balmy winds of those tropic seas and that the com. 
merce of that rich South American country should be gathered by people 
who live so far away that the sun never shines on both lands at onc6 
while we, basking in the same sun-bath with those South American 
states, had no commerce with them and were almost excluded from 
their ports. It was due to his energy and his tireless perseverance 
that that measure passed the Senate. And though that measure syf. 
fered strangulation in the close grip of this economical House, yor 
none the less credit is due to the tireless energy, patience, and states. 
manlike foresight of Senator BoGy in urging this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, his friends do not claim for him that he was a great 
orator, yet I remember that once when assailed in the Senate of the 
United States he spoke with energy, with truth, with earnestness, 
with that flash of eye and ring of voice and that enthusiasm of 
manner which then lifted him almost to the heights of sublim. «1. 
quence. Nor dol claim for him that he was one of those Vulcans, 
the sturdy ring of whose strokes is heard adown the centuries, beat- 
ing out great thoughts and great principles. The demands of these 
times are rather for the earnest, plodding man of detail, the indus. 
trious man of detail and of labor, than fer the man of dazzling 
genius. It is harder to be a giant than it was in the days ugone. 
Owen Meredith, in Lucille, has very beautifully and trathfully said: 

The dwarf on the dead giant's shoulders sees more 
Than the live giant's eye-sight availed to explore. 

The rapid transit of news and intelligence, the easy commingling 
of remote people, the teeming printing-press, the thousands of books, 
and the easy acquisition of knowledge have raised the masses, The 
level of the people is higher and it is more diflicult for your giant to 
appear above the mass than in former days. The demand of these 
times, as 1 have said, is for the man of labor, the man of detail, the 
man of care, the mau of method, the man close enough to his peo- 





| ple to see their wants and necessities and with the tireless energy to 


supply those wants and necessities. Senator BoGy was that kind of 
man; and if he filled full well the measure of his life, if hisstrengt) 
was as his days demanded, then what prouder tribute could be paid 
to the greatest man in the annals of the race? 

The gifted and tender Dickens, above the grave of a young and 
lovely being, whose life was all a God-written poem, has said: 

When death strikes down the innocent and young, for every fragile form from 
which he sets the panting spirit free a thousand virtues rise in shapes of mercy, 
love, and truth to walk the earth and bless it. Of every tear that surviving mor 
tals shed o'er such green graves some good is born, some guileless nature comes 
In the destroyer’s pathway there spring up bright creatures that defy his pow: 
and his dark pathway becomes a way of light to heaven. 

The thought is a very beautiful one; and if we may extend the 
spirit of the thought, then, indeed, will not from this grave of Sena- 
tor Boay arise splendid forms of integrity, impulses of honesty aud 
of truth, of nobility of character that shall be felt by the generations 
that are to follow? Though dead, will he not speak to the people 
who are to come after him? 

There is one sweet thought for his friends. About his grave may 
gather with unfeigned regret (every bitterness vanished, every pat- 
tisan feeling gone) men of every race, men of every shade of politi- 
cal opinion, men of all political parties. Mr. Speaker, if he gave 
hard blows they were always in defense of the Constitution ot his 
country or of the weak and the oppressed. No plundered common- 
wealth stands above his grave to-day with burning memories and 
with bitter tears feeling how great the burden of that charity which 
bids them be silent and forbids the impulse to crown his grave with 
the immortelles of abiding hate. No, no; above Senator Boy's 
grave there lives no bitter thought or memory. 

Mr. Speaker, let us endeavor to emulate his virtue ; let us endeavor 
to so live that we may hear the call of the Great Reaper even as he 
heard it, calling us away to the spirit land, and that we may go 4s he 
did, “not like the quarry slave, scourged to his dungeon,” but 
rather— 

Like one that wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 


Mr. REA. Mr. Speaker, the services of this hour furnish material 
for solemn reflection. 
The nation’s Representatives in this Hall to-day render just tribute 
to the memory of Eoues ViTAL BoGy, late a Senator from the State of 
Missouri. ' 
He died at his residence in the city of Saint Louis on the 20th day 
of September, 1877, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. . 
He was born on the 9th day of April, 1813, in Sainte Genevieve, 
now Sairte Genevieve County, in the State of Missouri, and was . 
French descent. His opportunities in early life for the sequin’ 
an education were meager, but he industriously availed himse! ‘ 
such means of education as the schools in that new country afforded. 
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He read law in the office of the late Nathaniel Pope, judge of the | body sleeps in Calvary Cemetery, in the suburbs of the city of 


Tnited States district court, and afterward became a student in the 
tw school at Lexington, Kentucky, where he graduated in 1835. 
cna ahee he had graduated, he opened an office in Saint Louis and 
cabanas upon the practice of law with success. a 2 

“He held a numberof positions of honor and trust in his city and State 
ond also under the Federal Government prior to his election to the 
x nate of the United States in 1873, all of which he filled with honor 
to himself and his country. It is said of him that more than forty 
-ears before he was elected Senator he formed the determination to 
‘aalify himself for the Senate and to work for that end until he ar- 
rived at the age of sixty years if necessary to obtain the coveted 
sition. This was a laudable and honorable ambition, and amidst 
all the vieissitades and uncertainties of this life he lived to gratify 
that ambition. ; 7 

Although I lived in the same State with the deceased for about one- 
third of a centary I did not form his personal acquaintance until in 
the month of February, 1875, when I met him in this city. During 
the Forty-fourth Congress, while I was a member of this House and 
he a member of the Senate, he and I became well and intimately ac- 
onainted. I often during that time visited his rooms, and always 
tound him agreeable and courteous. The more | became acquainted 
with him the more I appreciated his qualities of head and heart. 

| believe he was a patriot and sincerely desired the peace and pros- 
perity of the people, not only of his own State, but of the whole 
Union. He took a deep interest in public questions and had an opin- 
jun upon almost every question, == we ; 

In my judgment he was conservative in his political views and was 
deeply impressed with the necessity of peace and a full restoration 
of confidence and good-will between the people of the North and 
South, under the Constitution and laws, and believed that pacific 
measures were best calculated to promote the desired end. 

He was a man of more than ordinary ability, with strong convic- 
tions, and was ever quick and ready to defend and maintain those 
oonvictions; always bold, but courteous in debate. 

Mr. Speaker, we are reminded upon this occasion of the uncertainty 


of life and the certainty of death ; of the truth of the inspired words, | 


“it is appointed unto man once to die.” To this proposition the minds 
of all yield a willing assent; there is no dispute as to its truth. 

The graves of countless millions, who have passed beyond the river 
of life into the valley of death, aud the evidences of decay among 
the living of those laboring under disease and old age, all verify the 
universally accepted truth that all men must die. 

The path of life is strewn with innumerable dangers all along its 
wending way. The enemies and destroyers of human life are count- 


less, and are concealed in secret ambush all along the journey of life 


from the cradle to the grave, ever ready to seize upon their victims. 


When we contemplate the innumerable dangers te which our lives 


have been subjected as we journeyed along we are terror-stricken 


and wonder that we are still living. How many hair-breadth escapes 
Each one can recall many incideuts 


has each one of us undergone! 
of danger to his life, but it is doubtless true that the life of every 


individual has been exposed to an innumerable number of dangers | 


that were and are unknown. We are ready to exclaim that in the 
midst of life we are in death. Death and decay are all around us. 
The living should contemplate the shortness of human life. When 
they do so they will be admonished that there is no time to be wasted 
in idleness or in doing that which is worse. Compare the duration 
of the life of man with the duration of time as known to the human 
mind by and through the agencies of history and science, and how 
infinitesimalit becomes. In an eflort to compare the duration of hu- 


man life with the boundless and illimitable eternity the human mind 


is lost in incomprehensibility. 


Oh, how little time there is for man to work! How short the time 
in this life for the growth of the human mind and the acquisition of 
knowledge and wisdom! How short the time for doing good! There 
is no time for doing evil without irreparable loss. ‘There is no time | 
We are admonished to “ work while 
it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work.” In the terse 


for idleness and inattention. 


language of Prentiss: 


_ There is no appeal for relief from the great law which dooms us to the dust; we 
flourish and fade as the leaves of the forest, and the leaves that bloom and wither 
ina day have no frailer hold upon life than the mightiest monarch that ever shook 
Generations of men will appear and disappear as the 
grass, and the multitude that throngs the world to-day will disappear as ihe foot- 
steps on the shore. Men seldom think of the great event of death until the shad- 
ows fall across their own pathway, hiding from their eyes the faces of loved ones 
whose loving smile was the sunhght of their existence. Death is the antagonist of 
life, and the cold thought of the tomb is the skeleton of all feasts. We do not want 
to go through the dark valley, although its dark passage may lead to paradise; we 


the earth wit. his footsteps. 


do not want to lie down in the damp grave, even with princes as bed-fellows. 
In the beautiful language of the poet : 


Our lives are rivers, gliding free 

To that unfathomed, boundless sea, 
The silent grave. 

Thither all earthly pomp and boast 

Koll, to be swallowed up and lost 
In one dark wave. 


Mr. Speaker, Lewis Vita BoGy is dead. His voice will be heard 


| Saint Louis. The people of ny beloved State mourn his loss. Peace 
be to his spirit. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, death has invaded the Senate 
of the United States in two notable instances since the last Congress 
| adjourned. Indiana and Missour have deeply felt the intrusion, avd 
| in their common sorrow have been drawn together as loving mothers 
to mourn the death of their honored Senators. Death is a common 
leveler of all. It enters the palace of the rich and the hovel of the 
poor with the same indifferent step and the loved ones of such fade 
| away under its touch into the dust of the valley. Senators and states- 
| men upon whose words millions have hung with eager ears in their 
| fierce forensic combats for fame, for policies, and power, are as unable 
to resist its mandates as the babe that sleeps in its weakness upon its 
mother’s bosom. It is the most snecessful conqueror of all. It 
awaits the triamph of earth’s greatest leaders until the applause of 
| mankind has made its hero drunken with praise, and then by its touch 
it scatters the weak ones and makes the great and the strong waste 
away as the morning dew. No mortal was nor will ever be beyond 
its reach. As the first man, so must the last be obedient to its jur- 
isdiction. Whenever it appears in this Hall or elsewhere, how deeply 
hushed is the voice of anger, how still is the pen of censure ! 

This is a beautiful traitin human nature. All are willing that the 
evils done in this life shall be buried in the grave of the decedent 
and his virtues only be left to bloom and blossom over the paths of the 
living. These two Senators had their faults like mankind in general, 
were full of the frailties of human nature, yet they each possessed many 
| eminent virtues. In battle they were the fiercest warriors ; in mo- 
ments of truce they were as calm and gentle toward each other as 
men of force and gallantry always are. They stood as resolute and 
uncompromising leaders in the Senate only a few months ago, con- 
tending like giants for the great stake of the Presidency, giving and 
receiving blows that shook our country from verge to center, and 
almost caused— 

Red battle to stamp her foot and nations feel the shock, 

each in all probability incurring the fatal disease in the struggle. 
And yet, when the controversy was over and the victory won, in the 
contest of words and law rather than in blood and pain, both retired 
from the scene, that grand gaudia certaminis, wearied and worn, never 
to return again. They were friends wheu in the Senate, and greater 
friends upon their death-beds. The one was contined during his last 
illness at Richmond, Indiana, and the other at Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Each was daily inquisitive about the condition of the other, and as 
each grew worse words of comfort and contidence passed by mail and 
by wire from one to the other. Governor Morton’s last telegram to 
Senator BoGy was received a few moments after the latter had died, 
and when so advised, he was deeply affected and murmured a short 
prayer for his peaceful rest. Missouri, in the presence of her dead 
Senator, tenders to Indiana her words of grief and sorrow, and here 
| renews the hope that the elevated friendship that existed between 
| their Senators in life, and so beautifully closed with their deaths, 
should be but the commencement of a broader and deeper friendship 
bet ween the peoples of these two great Western States, so grandly sit- 
| nated for agricultural and commercial purposes, and which are alrea ly 
| bound together by so many ties of blood, interest, and commerce. 

Governor Morton was the extraordinary man of this age. He 
never fol.owed in anything; always led with surpassing ability and 
boldness. His gieat State will rally around his name as Kentucky 
does around that of Mr. Clay. When in battle of words he hit hard 
licks, as such battles with him meant war and war meant blood. In 
the social circle he was as kind and gentle as a woman, always pleas- 
| ing, never provoking. Although directing millions of money he never 
polluted his fingers with one dollar that did not belong to him. He 
had great faults, he had great virtues. Peace to Oliver P. Mortou! 

Indiana and Missouri are two great factors in national supremacy, 
located as they are in the center of an immense empire. As the 
streams of each mingle together at last in one grand river and aie 
forever lost in that one, diversified although they may once have 
; been in their native States, so may our siruggles, our hopes, our 
| interests, at last be centered in our national greatness, and all be richly 
consummated in a“ Union, one and inseparable, now and forever.” 
Castellar, that man of genius and humanity, said in a letter of con- 
dolence to Madame Thiers, after the death of her world-renowned 
husband : 

France loses her first statesman, liberty her most prudent defender, the republic 
| its recognized leader, Europe a glorious name whieh holds a foremost title on the 
| continent, humanity one of its lights which by their brightness paled the stars of 
| heaven, less lumiuous than great souls. 

This is the language of human apotheosis unfitted to our age, our 
people, our country. Yet to-day, over the freshly made graves of the 
deceased Senators, there are followers ot each who are willing to reite- 
rate the same language about their deceased leaders. It may be tie 
sentimentalism of love, to a certain extent, from bruised hearts and 
lacerated feelings poured forth in words of praise in their momeuts 
of sorrow. Yet it is not manly to condemn such admiration, as it is 

| the noblest sentiment of human nature that survives the fall. It is 











no more in the other end of this Capitol, neither will his voice ever | natural to love our dead, whether our own blood, our kindred, or our 
again be heard in the social circle, nor in the place most sacred to | leaders. Meu differed as to the honesty, sagacity, and ability of each 


ail the good, the family circle. 


His lips are sealed in death. His | of those Senators, and in moments of excitement » 


* exllucised 
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their public and private acts; but as they have been gathered to their 
reward, where mistakes are never made, judgmeuts never reversed, 
we should bid them live forever unvexed and unwearied by the song | 
of praise or the criminations of language. They are beyond the 
reach of either. 
Can storied urn or animated bust, 
Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath? 
Can honor's voice provoke the silent dust, 
Or flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of death? 


The praises of the dead never fret the living. So with each no | 
words of contention will be provoked. The verge of the grave should | 
ever be the limit of severe criticism. When God’s voice is heard 
man’s should be stilled. 

Senator BoGy died at his residence in Saint Louis on the 20th day 
of September, 1577, in full possession of his mental faculties, sur- | 
rounded by his family, bis friends, and his Church, that great minis- 
tering angel which stands to-day and has for eighteen centuries stood 
at the bedside of the living and the dying, on every continent, 
under every sun, ever pointing in solemn majesty to Him who is the 
resurrection and the life. Senator BoGyY was well known in Missouri, 
was greatly respected in every part of it. He was born in Sainte 
Genevieve, Missouri, on the 9th day of April, 1813, in the midst of 
the most cultivated part of the then Territory of Missouri. His ad- 
vantages for education at that early day, in that sparsely settled part | 
of the country, were limited. He availed himself of the best school 
within his reach and means, a Catholic school at Perryville, Missouri, 
and soon by his energy and ability became one of the best scholars 
in that unpretentious school. At the age of fourteen he became a 
victim to white-swelling in his right leg, which so completely pros- 
trated him for eighteen months that he was unable to leave his bed. 

It was during those long, painful months that he filled his mind 
with those rich stores of history, legend, and song which ever after- 


Early imbibing whig doctrines from such leaders as Clay Webst 
Clayton, and Ewing, he was ever ready to defend all legitimar’ 
schemes of internal and foreign commerce, and to him we jn een 
owe much gratitude for the advanced position of our railroad - 
manufacturing systems, for he believed, as far back as 1339 the 
* Missouri was destined to become the leading Commonwealth of < 
Union.” He had great and abiding faith in Missouri, her exter; > 
and internal wealth, her immense capacities ard possibilities nd 
had not the evils of unwise financial legislation rested go hea 
upon her his brightest anticipations would have been realized i) 
lifetime. He loved his native State with childish idolatry, and wo 
resent any reflection upon its capacity or honor, its intelligence 
its morality. When a law student at Lexington, Kentucky, iy ] 
a New England minister who had been traveling through Indiaug 
Illinois, and Missouri delivered a lecture on the “Far West” at toe 
ington, and spoke disparagingly of Saint Louis, “its commerce and 
business,” of its religion and morality, of the abandoned character of 
the Jews, French, and Catholic Church. Mr. BoGy, then ouly about 
twenty years old, was in the audience, which was large and inte|j- 
gent. He listened to the lecturer with some patience until he api- 
madverted upon the women of his State with unbecoming severity 
which so aroused the fiery zeal of his nature that he jumped from 
his seat and in a loud voice exclaimed, “Now, stop, sir! I pronounce 
ons pen say about Saint Louis and its people an absolute false. 
ood. 


There was great consternation. The minister was staggered. He paused some 
time and then expressed a hope that he would not meet again with such a rade 
and unwonted interruption. Mr. Bocy’'s friends tried to quiet him 


and 
Vily 
his 
uld 
and 


<4, 


» but he got up 


| again and said, “As long as you only slandered men I could stand it, but when you 


speak of my countrywomen in the way you did I had to rebuke you and shal! dy so 
again if you dare to insult them again.”” There wasa distinct murmur of applause 
in the audience, and the minister brought his lecture to a rather premature close, 
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It was the spirit of the man developed in the boy at that early 
age. lt exhibited itself in every phase of his life, whether in the 
school-room, at the bar, in the Legislature, or in the Senate of the 
United States. No clearer sentences ever rang out upon the ear of 
the Senate than when, in a moment of great national excitement, he 
said : 

Sir, the names of Jeffreys and Norbury have come down to usin English his- 
| tory for ages past, covered with disgrace and shame because they were corrupt 
| judges ; and the name of that man who changed his vote upon that commission so 

as to change the votes of Florida from Tilden to Hayes [Justice Bradley} will yo 
| down to after-ages covered with equal shame and disgrace. His name will be as 

sociated with Norbury and Jeffreys, linked together by a chain of infamy, and 
| never will it be pronounved without a hiss from all good men in this country. 


As to the policy or impolicy of the utterance I have nothing to 
say at this time. I only use it as an illustration of his boldness 
and fearlessness when he believed a great wrong was being «one. 

Senator BoGy wasa man of enlarged views; nothing small or illib- 
eral about him; never looking for motes or blemishes in the char- 
acter of any man, never questioning the character of any one without 
cause; never making unbecoming remarks about ladies, ever treat- 
ing them with knightly courtesy and unsuspecting contidence ; as 
gentle and kind to children as a mother, and always ready to view 
human nature with a half-closed eye, and was ever more ready to de- 
fend than to prosecute, to justify than to villify; had but little pa- 
tience with a man claiming to be without faults, without regrets, for 
he said no man could be good without having feelingsof regret every 
day of his life because of some inconsiderate expression, some rash 
act. He possessed an unusually well-balanced mind and temper; 
seldom irritated or irritable, always bright and cheerful at his own 


ward made him the autocrat in the social circle, at the bar, in the 
forum, in the Senate. His attending physician during his illness was 
Dr. Lewis IF. Linn, an accomplished gentleman and surgeon, who 
afterward became United States Senator from Missouri. Dr. Linn, 
discovering in his suffering patient a boy of rare promise, of strong 
mind, of graceful manners, of sweet voice, of genial disposition, of 
ambitious hopes, at once advised him to study law. He consulted 
his parents about the important step, and they, acquiescing in the 
proposition, sent him with an old family friend, William Shannon, to 
Kaskaskia, Illinois, to pursue the study with Nathaniel Pope, then 
judge of the United States district court and possessing the best law 
and miscellaneous library in that section of the country. Young 
LBoGy, without undue pride, properly measuring his own inherent 
powers and feeling the deep Limsailens of his own aspirations to make | 
aman worthy of the hopes of his parents and friends, wrote and 
sent to his mother the following letter, so significant, so plain, so 
worthy of imitation by the young men of our land: 


AT 
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wail 


STE. GENEVIEVE, January 16, 1832. 
On this day I left home, under charge of Mr. William Shannon, an old friend of 
my father, to go to Kaskaskia to read law in the office of Judge Pope. My educa- 
tion is limited, but with hard study I may overcome it. Iam determined to try; 
and my intention is to return tomy native State to practice law if I can qualify 
myself, and, while doing so, to work to become United States Senator for my 
native State and to work for this until 1 am sixty years old. I will pray God to 
give me the resolution to persevere in this intention. I have communicated this 

to my mother and given ber this paper to keep, so help me God 
LEWIS V. BOGY. 


This is but another instance of what determination and application 
can do. No boy, in this or any age, ever determined with a bold and 
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tireless resolution to accomplish any fact, reach any point, attain any 
position in life, that it was not done. The resolution must not be a 
feeble one, the licks struck must not be feeble ones, such as bend 
pins or crush straws, but must be that faith that removes mountains, 
the resolution that surmounts all obstacles, the blows that weld 
great pieces of iron together, the will that says there is no such word 
as“ fail.” Who but a mother, sweet blessed mother, would have pre- 
served for so many long years that little parcel of paper, written in 
a boyish hand, inspired by a boyish dream, so worthless then, so val- 
uable after its fulfillment? Others would have thrown it aside as 
the dreamings of a visionary boy, but that mother laid it away, 
embalmed in her sacred tears, with a mother’s prayers, with a moth- 
er’s hopes. How often are a mother’s hopes, a mother’s tears, the pre- 
monition “ of coming events.” 

Mrs. Bogy died before the son commenced his upward career, be- 
fore he became “ United States Senator for his native State.” No 
man ever had truer, bolder, wiser friends anywhere than Senator 
Boy had in Southeast Missouri, and those people never had a truer, 
nobler, wiser defender than Senator BoGy. Such friendship, such 
fidelity is worthy of the people, is worthy of their leader. They made 
the boy a Senator and he made himself an eloquent defender of them. 
People as well as occasions make some men great, in fact, create men 
for great purposes. The enthusiasm of the French made Napoleon 
great, and he in return made France great by reason of that enthu- 
siasm. If Senator BoGy was not possessed of a national reputation 
when elected Senator from his native State, he was familiarly known 
all over the State, he had served in the Legislature of Missouri, and 
was the equal and peer of such men as Blair, Rollins, Doniphan, and 
Hall, as brave, eloguent, and able men as ever graced the forum of 
any State. 


fireside and in the social circle, believing, as I have often heard him 
say, that life was too short for a man to make himself or others miser- 
able by harsh remarks and vulgar passions ; although a warm partisan, 
ever ready to defend his political and religious creeds with chivalrous 
alacrity, yet his urbanity and earnestness were so distinguished as to 
secure even the respect of his opponents. He had few enemies avy- 
where, many friends everywhere. His life was full of sweetness at 
home and abroad, ever marking him as a prince and a gentleman, a 
patriot and a Christian, a statesman and a Senator; never, even in the 
last days of his life, when misfortunes gathered fast and thick around 
him, when the sharpened pains of the fatal disease were less than the 
pangs of a troubled mind, forgetting that he was a gentleman and 4 
Senator. Such a man cannot be unmade, cannot be broken down. 


Not all the water in the rough rude sea 
Can wash the balm from an anointed king. 


His life was a model one, worthy of severe imitation by the old as 
well as the young, and his memory should long be treasured in our 
own great State. His life may not have been as resplendent with 
some one marked deed, some one noted charity, some one brilliant 
speech as often gave great reputation to some men; but it was filled 
all the way from manhood to the grave with thousands of noble 
deeds, thousands of heaven-recognized charities, and coun tlesss}* eches 
of the sweetest purity and happiest results. He has left his impress 
on society, that will long survive him and be a rich heritage his 
children. ; s 

Mr. Speaker, noble deeds will be reported, distinguished services will 
be remembered, the works of good men follow them. Some one has 
uttered the golden thought that— 


The planet, the pebble, goes attended by its shadow. The rolling rock leaves 
its track upon the monnteln, the river its chanel in the soil, the animal its bones 
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: »rn and the leaf its modest epitaph in the coal. The falling 
=e ne ee the sand or stone; a a foot steps in the snow or 
— , ground yut prints in characters more or less lasting a map of its march, 
along t on eal of the man inscribes itself in the memories of his fellows. The air 
= Hof sounds, the sky of tokens, the ground is all memoranda and signatures, 
ae ery object is covered over with hints which speak to the intelligent. 


Senator BoGy as a Senator never forgot that he was once an un- 
known school-teacher in the ; mountains _of Kentucky; and the 
jessons he then learned made him in after-life, when the applause of 
listening Senators honored his career, considerate of and kind to 
young nen struggling against the decrees of adversity. He never 
forgot that he was once pot once unknown, once “without a local 
habitation ora name.” Vulgar minds, vulgar natures, only do. Be- 
shal Hall once said: 

: » destiny es, whether of the plow or the mind. Men who have 
on hey Sy calling need — be ashamed, but rather ought 
to be proud, because of the difficulties they have surmounted. The laborer on his 
feet stands higher than the king on his knees. 

Senator BoGy understood and appreciated such a sentiment. He 
was eminently a self-made man; and such are the practical men of life. 
They have trodden the upward paths of life by the light of daily ex- 
perience. No other cloud by day or pillar of fire by night as their 
guide. Missouri has had and still has many men of superior ability to 
Senator Boy, of greater brilliance; men capable of greater thoughts, 
of greater conceptions, of closer reasoning powers, of more logical 
acumen; men more dashing, who would secure the outer works of an 
opponent before Senator BoGy would move his forces; but when all 
the qualities are measured that enter into the man, that form the 
man, those enduring elements which take a soldier to the inner works, 
with head erect and arm unstrung, then few indeed are found who 
surpassed him. ; a, 

He could always be relied on, as a man, as a lawyer, asa politician, 
asastatesman. The mind alone does not make the man ; if so, Bacon, 
whom the poet described as the wisest, meanest, basest of mankind, 
was a great man, in the full acceptation of that term, for his great 
mental powers were overshadowed by his great immoral qualities. 
A great man is not only great in his thoughts, but in all he does, in 
all bis deeds, in ali his actions, his mind being ever free from small 
conceptions and smaller executions, always seeking the elevation of 
society, of the state, of the country. Measured by this rule, Senator 
Bocy was no common man, and the longer we are removed from him 
the greater will be our appreciation of that fact. At the time of his 
death Senator BoGy was rapidly assuming an elevated position in the 
Senate. The slow hand of Time and Justice was removing without 
leaving a blemish or a stain the evil surmises that his enemies had 
scattered broadcast over the country. At the time he entered the 
Sevate and to-day there is no man of repute who will say aught 
against the public or private character of Lewis V. BoGy. His 
honesty and veracity stand as impervious to slanderous attacks to- 
day as his own cherished Iron Mountain stands unshaken by the 
morning breeze or the evening zephyr. 

The cemeteries of Saint Louis contain many illustrious dead: 
Benton, the great Senator, Geyer, Bates, Paschal], Blair, Polk, Green, 
and Boy, all sleep that long sleep in almost adjacent graves. Few 
graveyards contain so many distinguished dead. They were all great 
wen, “immortal names that were not born to die.” They have shed 
a halo of glory over the State of Missouri, and it is permissible for 
us from that State to bow around their graves with Christian love. 
Their memories are our idols, our household gods, cherished and loved ; 
where we go they are taken, where we rest they are elevated. Such 
dead are an honor to any State, to any people. Missouri can point to 
them as ber jewels as the mother of the Gracchi pointed to her sons 
as hers. May tle brightest flowers of spring bloom perennially over 
their graves. “To-day,” as has been beautifully said, “they are with 
the shadows. The race from which they sprung will never come 
again to this world. A wiser one may succeed to it, but never a 
os. braver, stronger, and more patriotic.” Great men’s deeds should 
¢ incentives to be great men. The world is full of great men if the 
world only knew it. There is always a at leader for every great 
event, a Washington for every great revolution, a Clay for every great 
compromise. Great men have occupied seats in this House and the 
Senate and have died, and men ennai as great do occupy their places, 
and the legislation moves on as of yore. It is well for us to mourn 
over our dead statesmen who have left us the rich heritage of liberty 
to preserve “safe against the tooth of time and razure of oblivion,” 
and to perpetuate their memories in stainless marble and burnished 
brass; but at the same time we should remember that they had their 
faults—deep, broad, glaring faults—which should be avoided with 
the same resolution that prompts us to imitate their virtues. Word 
paintings do not make the dead perfect or imperfect. Their acts and 
thoughts have made their characters. “As the tree falls so it must 
lie.” These oceasions should teach the living that the great lesson 
of life, after all, is so to live in this world that when we are called 
hence “into the dark valley, with its weird and solemn shadows,” 
we go with an unfaltering step, with the response, adsum, glowing 
Upon our lips, believing that death is bat the beginning of a destiny 
e - evil, that we have created for ourselves in the years gone by. 
- pee 18 corrupt so will be the fruit when the bloom is gone ; if 

he 7 and beautiful, so will be the production. ; : 
a uch men as BoGy and Morton are always missed when they die, 

Ways create a vacancy when they full, as does the strong oak when 
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removed from its native forest by the hand of the woodman. It 
takes time, much time to till the place. How greatly has the Senate 
changed in the last four years. To study that change makes the 
hardest of us exclaim, “in the midst of life we are in death.” How 
sadly, how eloquently Old Time’s mutations are portrayed in this 
article, taken from one of the leading newspapers of the day: 


TIME'’S CHANGES IN THE SENATE. 
After an interregnum of seventeen years the Senate is now full. There have 


been great changes since the Senate met in December, 1860. The Government runs 
on and on, while the grave takes the governors. To the man familiar with the 
Senate of that day, the changes death has made in the body that itself never dies 
have a melancholy interest. Of those who were then Senators but two are Sena- 
tors to-day: HANNIBAL HAMLIN, of Maine, and Henry B. ANtrnony, of Rhode Isl- 
and. Notwithstanding the long term of the Senator who serves for six years and 
the tendency to re-elect, of the seventy-six Senators to-day but two were Senators 
less than three times six years ago. Pitt Fessenden was in the Senat» then, grim 


keen, commanding, but misanthropic, seeming to have a spite against mankind 
because of the bitter love-accident to his birth that sprung from the nature of man- 


kind. Fessenden is dead. John P. Hale was there, brave, eloquent, witty, able 


to state his case with unsurpassed force and clearness. Hale is dead. Henry 
Wilson was there, politic, tireless, ambitions, making more of his native talents 


than almost any man in our history; and Wilson is dead. Sumner was there, the 


student of the Senate, the man who alone in the Senate was able to summon all 
history and all literature to prove his point. Massive in his vanity, isolated in 
his tastes and life; and Sumner is dead. William Henry Seward was there, who 
had been for ten years the idol of a great following and was the statesman of bis 
party in 1860, Sewardis dead. Stephen A. Douglas was there, his democracy pure 
and simple, and, running through the warp and woof of his nature, his loyaity to 
the Union, so deep-seated that not even disappointed ambition, always a destroyer 


of the best things in men, could shake it. “I am ready to act with any party, 


with any individual of any party, who will come to this question with an eye single 
to the preservation of the Constitution and the Union,” said Douglas in those tryiig 
hours. Douglasis dead. Andrew Johnson was there, his voice of the bravest ; and 
Andrew Jobnson is gone. George E. Pugh was there, fresh from the laure]s of 


Charleston, thatshrill tenor tone ringing likeasilvery bell through the Senate Cham- 


ber, clinging tothe Union and to peace with tenacity, but to bis belief with defiance. 
And that brilliant man sleeps. Jefferson Davis was there, saying, * If I could see 


any means by which I could avert the catastrophe of a struggle between the sec- 


tions of the Union, my past life, I hope, gives evidence of the readiness with which 
I would make the effort. If, in the opinion of others, it be possible for me to do 
anything for the public good, the last moment while I stand here is at the com- 
mand of the Senate. I will serve on the committee if the Senate choose.” There 
were thirty-three States then. There were other shining names in the list of Sen- 
ators. There were names less lustrous that take place in our history. R M. T. 
Hunter, Mason of Virginia, Robert Toombs, John J. Crittenden, Jesse D. Bright, 
Ben. Wade, Lyman Trumbull, Yulee of Florida, Wigfall of Texas, Benjamin and 
Slidell, and the others, were then Senators. The graves have opened, and events 
have shifted the leaders. Five States have been added to the Union since that 
time; ten Senators have been added to the Senate of those ante bellum days. 
The Senate never dies, but how changed it is.— Cincinnati Enquirer. 


Are not these changes enough to make the living Senators of to- 
day wonder when death will make its next conscription? With 
these illustrious names there is one not mentioned, strange as it may 


seem—John C. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, who was every inch a 


man and a Senator, and was “the glass of fashion and the mold of 
form” to the whole country. Who that has read his valedictory ad- 
dress, made January 4, 1859, upon the removal of the Senate from 
the old to the new Hall, can or will ever forget its lofty ideas and 
burning words? He, too, has gone to his rest, and sleeps in the 
great bosom of Kentucky, with Clay and with Crittenden, with 
Rowan and with Underwood: 


Immorta) names, 
That were not born to die. 


Whenever the living cease to remember their dead, a death greater 
than the mere decay of the human body will sooner or later erase 
such a people from the map of the world. History, with its great iron 
pen, will, in few words, detail their rise, fall, and decay. 

Our forefathers saw this, and left us, as one of their legacies, a 
reverence for the worthy dead. Cicero said “ Vita enim mortuorum in 
memoriam vivorum est posita.” The life of the dead is pee in the 
memory of the living; in other words, a virtuous people will always 
seek to perpetuate the memory of their virtuons dead. My sad task 
isover. Senator BoGy has closed his earthly career, and is in his grave 
awaiting the finalsummons. Calmly he slumbers beneath the soil of 
his native State, within the sound of the great city which gave him 
a home and a grave, and which with its half million of eager popn- 
lation, ever stands, night and day, a vigilant sentinel over the tomb 
of its honored Senator. Embowered in the peaceful shade of his own 
beautiful resting-place, through whose stricken boughs the fierce 
wintry winds are now chanting their requiem, the Senator, the pa- 
triot, the father, the husband, and friend sleeps that sleep that knows 
no earthly waking. As a Missiourian who knew and loved bim well, 
I say, farewell, a ae farewell, to as kind a friend, to as true a man, 
to as noble a patriot as ever lived. 

Lay him down gently at the iron door. 

I offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the memory of Hon. Lewis V. 
Boey, late a Senator of the United States Son the State of Missouri, this House 
do now adjourn. 

The resolution was unanimonsly adopted; and accordingly (at five 
o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitiogs, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 
By Mr. BAGLEY: The petition of 140 citizens of Little Falls, New 
York, against the reduction of duties on manufactured goods and 
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against the reimposition of the tax on tea and coffee—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of citizens of Kentucky, for a 
modification of the whisky tax—to the same committee. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Kentucky, for the passage of the 
Texas Pacific Railroad bill—to the Committee on the Pacitic Rail- 
road. 

By Mr. BOYD: Papers relating to the claim of Ann Gregory, of 
Washington, District of Columbia, to be refunded the amount paid 
for property purchased at a confiscation sale which has since been 
declared void by the Supreme Court of the United States—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Samuel and Mary F. 
Mercer—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

sy Mr. COLE: The petition of citizens and business firms of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, and other citizens of the United States, that all per- 
sons and companies, without preference, be given permission to land 
telegraphic cables on the shores of the United States—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of P. N. Woods and other manu- 
facturers and machinists, at Fairfield, lowa, that tariff duties remain 
unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of John McEwan and other 
manufacturers of salt, at Bay City, Michigan, of similar import—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of the Manufacturers and Mer- 
chants’ Exchange of Louisville, Kentucky, relating to the whisky 
tax—to the same committee, 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of J. 8. Clapp and other workingmen of 
Paris, Maine, that the tariff may not be hastily reduced—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of John A. Purner, for compensa- 
tion for damages done to his property in Washington, District of 
Columbia, by United States authorities—te the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of dealers in leaf and manufact- 
ured tobacco in Philadelphia, remonstrating against a reduction of 
the tax now imposed on manufactured tobacco—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KEIFER: The petition of John Foos, manufacturer of lin- 
seed-oil, and 46 farmers of Clark County, Ohio, that the tariff on 
ilaxseed and linseed oil remain unchanged—to the same committee. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: The petition of workingmen of Saint Jo- 
seph County, Michigan, against tariff changes and against the re- 
imposition of tariff on coffee, tea, and sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The petition of the Milton Iron Company, 
at Milton, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties remain unchanged until 
thoroughly investigated—to the same committee. 

by Mr. LAPHAM: Papers relating to the claim of Howland Hemp- 
hill—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. LINDSEY: Remonstrance of Archibald Linn and 54 others, 
and of workingmen of Skowhegan, Maine, against a reduction of 
the duty on foreign goods and against the reimposition of the war 
tax on tea and cotfee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MAISH: The petitions of citizens of Stewartstown and 
Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any reduction of 
duties which ~~ labor, and against the reimposition of the war 
tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of D. W. Garver and others, of 
Milton, Ohio, for a reduction of the tax on manufactured tobacco— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. OLIVER: The petition of E. Huff and 77 other citizens of 
Osceola County, Iowa, against any change in the present tariff on 
flaxseed and linseed-oil—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Professor H. A. Newton, of Yale 
College, and others, for a change of the location of the national 
Naval Observatory—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. PRIDEMORE: Papers relating to the claim of R. M. Ely— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: Remonstrance of Joseph 
Daly and others, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, against a reduction of 
duties which protect labor and against the reimposition of tax on 
tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SAMPSON: The petition of E.S. Sampson, for a post-route 
between Ottumwa and Fremont, lowa—to the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. . 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: A paper relating to the pension 
claim of Harriet Leonard—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPRINGER : The petition of J. Capps & Son and 51 work- 
ing men and women, engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods at 
Jacksonville, Illinois, against any reduction of the duties which pro- 
tect their labor and against the reimposition of the duties on tea and 
cotfee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STARIN: The petitions of Brown Mowry and other manu- 
facturers and residents of Schuylersville, New York, and of C. W. 
Mayhew and 336 other manufacturers and merchants of Victory, New 
York, against the repeal of the resumption®ict and in favor of gold 
as a legal tender standard—to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, 






By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of Ethan R.( arke 


55 other citizens of Michigan, for the remonetization of silver—¢ . 
same committee. ’ 


Also, remonstrance of A. B. Long and 44 other citizens of yj. 
against a reduction of duties on foreiga goods—to the Committe, , j 
Ways and Means. ss 

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relating to the establishment of 4 yo. 
route between Lamberton, North Carolina, and Little Roe} Py > 
Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WAIT: The petition of Charles W. Walker and ot} 
a change in the postal laws relating to third-class mai)-yp 
the same committee. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of 100 working men and wor, 
engaged in the manufacture of woolen gloves in Delaware (Coy 
Pennsylvania; and of 15 working men and women in factories 
Chester, Pennsylvania, against a reduction of the tariff—to the (, 
mittee of Ways and Meaus. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: Resolutions of the Manufaetypors 
and Merchants’ Exchange of Lonisville, Kentucky, for the gpe., 
completion of the Texas Pacific Railroad—to the Committee oy 4); 
Pacific Railroad. : 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of Nathan Alvord and 56 othor 
citizens of Cambria Mills, Michigan, and vicinity, for the protect a 


of wovl-growers—to the Committee of Ways and Means. ae 
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IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 24, 1878. 


Prayer by Rey. Professor JAMES D. BuTLER, LL. D., of Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in compliance wit 
a resolution of the Senate of the 15th instant, a copy of the report of 
Indian Inspector E. C. Watkins, dated November 26, 1277, relativ: 
to the establishment of a large Indian reservation or territory in tly 
Colville country for the use and occupation of a portion or all reserva 
tion Indians now on the various reservations in the State of Oreg 
and the Territory of Washington; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union of the Sta‘e of New York, signed by the 
officers, representing more than 2,000 women, praying Congress t 
provide by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a commis 
sion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic, its relations to 
crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general public welfare, and tl: 
results of license and prohibitory legislation for the suppression ot 
intemperance; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Edward Perry, of Company A, 
Sixth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, praying to be allowed a peu 
sion from the date of his discharge ; which was referred to the Cow- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present a petition signed by A. B. Richard, presi 
dent, and others, ofticers of the Lafayette Avenue Temperance Society 
of Brooklyn, New York, of a character precisely similar to that just 
presented by the Chair. I move its reference to the Comittee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I present a petition of a like character from the 
Massachusetts Temperance Alliance, signed by A. A. Miner, president, 
and other officers. I move its reference to the Committee on linance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES also presented the memorial of Alvin S. Lyon and oth- 
ers, workingmen of Fall River, Massachusetts, engaged in the man- 
ufacture of cotton goods, remonstratipg against a reduction of the du- 
ties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and 
coffee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I beg leave to present the petition of 
Joseph F. Wilkins and many other citizens of Lynden, Illinois, pray- 
ing for similar legislation with the other petitions concerning the 
liquor traffic. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present also the petition of John L. 
Reid and 20 others, workingmen engaged in the manufacture 0 
woolen goods, at Charleston, Illinois, praying that the duties hich 
protect their labor be not removed, and also that tea and coflee be 
not taxed. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. , “s 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of James E. Jacko, 
Robert Yerkes, and others, citizeus of Nashville, Michigan, pray''s 
Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appointmes 
of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafhic y te 
relations to crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general public wer 





















































fare, and the results of license and prohibitory legislation for the 
suppression of intemperance; which was referred to the Committee 
= i MORRILL presented the petition of the Woman’s Temperance 
Un ‘on of Washington, District of Columbia, officially signed, pray- 
ing Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appoint- 
sont of 2 commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traf- 
fic ‘its relations to crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general public 
ae and the results of license and prohibitory legislation for the 
suppression of intemperance ; which was referred to the Committee 

i ce. 

Mr PADDOCK presented the petition of S. B. Hobson, William H. 
Howard, and others, citizens of Mount Pleasant, Nebraska, praying 
(Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appointment 
of acommission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafiic, its 
relations to crime, ee eee taxation, and the general public wel- 
fare, and the results of license and prohibitory legislation for the 
suppression of intemperance ; which was referred to the Committee 
Ni) mance. 

CA MERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of H. W. 
Cake and others, workingmen of Port Carbon, Pennsylvania, engaged 
i» the manufacture of machinery ; the memorial of Isaac Mansfield 
and others, workingmen of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, engaged in 
the manufacture of woolen goods; the memorial of James Miller 
and others, workingmen of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, engaged in 
the manufacture of ingrain carpets; the memorial of Henry Riddle 
and others, workingmen of Glen Riddle, Pennsylvania, engaged in 
the manufacture of woolen goods; the memorial of John E. Weitzel 
and others, workingmen of Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, engaged in 
the manufacture of iron; the memorial of Martin Good and others, 
citizens of Highspire, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of 
woolen goods; the memorial of Henry Balliet and others, working- 
men of Coplay, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of pig- 
iron; and the memorial of John Welsh, of Philadelphia, Pennsy!- 
yania, engaged in the manufacture of worsted braids and yarns, 
remonstrating against a reduction of the tariff on imports and 
agaist a reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of James Harding and others, citi- 
zeus of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass a law authorizing 
the remonetization of silver; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of Robert Oglesby, Lizzie Sill, and 
150 others, workingmen and workingwomen in factories in Chester, 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a reduction of the tariff on 
imports; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Hie also presented the petition of W. Underwood, William N 
Dellett, aa others, citizens of Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appoint- 
ment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic Sees 
tratlic, its relations to crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general 
public welfare, and the results of license and prohibitory legislation 
for the suppression of intemperance; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I present a memorial adopted by 
the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, which concludes 
with this resolution : 


ob 


Resolved, That this Chamber of Commerce is deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of the legislation asked for by the Northern Pacitic Railway Company, 
and respectfully urges upon Congress the extension of the time for the completion 
of said road, under such restrictions and limitations as may be just and proper, in 
order to save to said company its grants and franchises. 


J eens the reference of this memorial to the Committee on Rail- 
roads, 
The motion was agreed to. 
_Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of J. A. Sheldon, G. A. 
Evans, and others, citizens of Sparta, Ohio, praying Congress to pro- 
vide by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a commission 
ol Inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic, its relations to 
criihe, pauperism, taxation, and the general public welfare, and the 
results of license and prohibitory legislation for the suppression of 
intemperance ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. EATON presented the memorial of C. A. King and others, 
workingmen, of Meriden, Connecticut, engaged in the manufacture 
of shot-guns, and the memorial of F. B, Snow and others, working- 
men, of Meriden, Connecticut, engaged in the manufacture of hard- 
Ware, remonstrating against the reduction of duties on imports and 
against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of the Grace Methodist 
church of Newburgh, New York, signed by the pastor and officers, 
praying Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the ap- 
poiutinent of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
trattie, its relauions to crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general 
public welfare, and the results of license and prohibitory legislation 
for the Suppression of intemperance ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 
Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of Robert Edwards, W. B. 
Roberts, and others, citizens of Remsen, New York, and the petition 
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York, praying Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the 
appointment of a comm:ssion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traftic, its relations to crime, pauperism, taxation, and the gen- 
eral public welfare, and the results of license and prohibitory legis- 
lation for the suppression of intemperance; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Hugh B. Rocke, of Fulton, New 
York, praying for an amendment of the patent laws so as to provide 
a penalty for the manufacture of a patented article, knowing the 
same to be patented, without the consent of the patentee; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present also ten petitions, one from the city of 
Albany, New York; one signed by 9 petitioners of New York City, one 
signed by 15 petitioners of Wayne County, New York ; one signed by 
64 petitioners of Clinton County, New York; one signed by 8 citi- 
zens of Sherman, Chautauqua, New York; one by 75 citizens of War- 
ren County, New York; one by 10 citizens of Leroy, Genesee County, 
New York; one from the county of Wayne signed by 48 citizens, one 
signed by 64 citizens of Allegany County, New York; and one by 32 
citizens of Cattaraugus County, New York, each praying in a form 
which has been stated to the Senate during the last few days, and 
for the reasons stated, that silver be remonetized and that the re- 
sumption act be repealed. I move the reference of these petitions 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MCPHERSON presented the petition of the Temperance Alli- 
ance of Gloucester, New Jersey, oflicially signed, praying the appoint- 
ment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of Raritan, New Jersey, 
engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods, remonstrating against 
a reduction of the duties on imports and also against the restoration 
of the duties on tea and coffee ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of Good Templars of Ulster, 
Pennsylvania, officially signed, praying the appointment of a com- 
mission of inquiry concerning the Seokelba liquor trafiic ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Kent, Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania, praying the passage of a law granting pensions to sol- 
diers in the late war from the date of their discharge from service ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of Ignatius T. Cooper and 38 
other citizens of Camden, Delaware, praying that Congress provide 
by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafic; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MCCREERY. I present a like petition from citizens of New- 
man, Illinois. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MCDONALD. I present a like petition of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church of Knightstown, indiana. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BARNUM. I present a like petition of citizens of Patterson, 
New York. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. I present a like petition numerously signed by 
citizens of Onowa, lowa. I move its reference to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I present a like petition of the Second Re- 
formed Presbyterian church of New York City. I move its reference 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WADLEIGH. I present a like petition from the Free Will 
Baptist church of Ashland, New Hampshire. I move its reference 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WADLEiGH also presented a memorial numerously signed by 
the workingmen of Exeter, New Hampshire, remonstrating against a 
reduction of the duties on imports, and also against the restoration 
of the duties on tea and coffee; which was reterred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a like petition to the one first pre- 
sented by the Senator from New Hampshire on the liquor question, 
signed by Charles H. Birdsall, H. C. Potter, and other citizens of 
Lynden, Illinois. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I find on my table this morning an envelope 
addressed to me with a written request upon it signed by Mr. A. M. 
Powell, requesting me “to present this petition.” It is the petition 
of Dr. 8. J. Dewey and others, citizens of Breckenridge, Missouri, 
asking Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for a commis- 
sion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic. The citizens 
themselves did not send it tome; Mr. Powell sends it to me, and I 
present it accordingly. I move its reference to the Committee on 


| Finance. 


| The motion was agreed to. 


of P. B. Sheldon, A. R. Niven, and others, citizens of Rochester, New | Mr. SARGENT. I presenta petition similar to that last described, 
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from the Good Templars of Montana Territory. 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WITHERS. I present the petition of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Illinois, officially signed, asking Congress to 
provide by appropriate legislation for a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor traflic, its relation to crime, pauperism, 
taxation, and the general public welfare, and the results of license 
and prohibitory legislation for the suppression of intemperance. I 
would remark that this petition was not laid on my desk, but sent to 
me. The only explanation I can ofier is that these petitioners rather 
suspect the fealty of their representatives to women, ( ‘hristianity, tem- 
perance, and union. [Laughter.] I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. 1 present a like petition signed by Rev. James 
Robinson, H. J. Raynor, and other citizens of Long Island, New York. 
1 move its reference to the Committee on Finance, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Springdale Grange No. 465, 
Patrons of Husbandry, State of Wisconsin, praying for the remone- 
tization of the metal called silver; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. HOWE. I present also a resolution from the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, declaring that the chamber is deeply 
impressed with the importance of the legislation asked for in the 
respects set out in the preamble, and urging upon Congress the ex- 
tension of the time for the completion of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road. I move its reference to the Committee on Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present what I find on my desk, which I pre- 
sume to be a genuine paper, a petition of the New York Preachers’ 
Meeting of the Methodist Episcopal Charch, signed by its president 
and secretary, asking that provision be made for the appointment of 
a commission on the subject of the traffic in alcoholic liquors. Imove 
its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWE. I present a similar petition from Rev. C. R. Pattee, 
M. C. Johnson, and a large number of other citizens of Fort Howard, 
Wisconsin. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Nathaniel Howland, Thomas 
J. Allen, and other citizens of South Dartmouth, Massachusetts, pray- 
ing for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. FERRY presented the memorial of A. B. Long and 48 others, 
workingmen of Grand Rapids, Michigan, remonstrating against a re- 
duction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the 
war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of Rev. W. C. Gannett, C. 
K. Seabury, and others, citizens of Saint Paul," Minnesota, praying 
Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appointment 
of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor tariff, its 
relations to crime, pauperism, and the general public welfare, and the 
results of license and prohibitory legislation for the suppression of 
intemperance; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DENNIS presented the petition of E. Mauck and others, cit- 
izens of Somerset County, Maryland, praying for the establishment 
of a post-office on Smith’s Island, in that county; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of the Presbyterian church 
of Princeton, Illinois, praying Congress to provide by appropriate 
legislation for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concern- 
ing the alcoholic liquor trafiic, its relations to crime, pauperism, taxa- 
tion, and the general public welfare; and the results of license and 
prebibitory legislation for the suppression of intemperance; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom | 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 85) extending the thanks of Congress 
to Henry M. Stanley, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 55) to authorize Medical Inspector Thomas J. 
Turner, United States Navy, to ones a diploma of the Order of 
Kamehameha, from the King of the Hawaiian Islands, reported it 
without amendment. 


EULOGIES ON SENATOR BOGY. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I am instrneted by the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred the resolution to print eulogies delivered in 
the two Honses of Congress on the late Lewis V. Bogy, late United 
States Senator from the State of Missouri, to report back the same 
withont amendment, recommend its passage, and ask for its present 
con: ideration. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to, as followe; 

















I move its reference 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring, ) That 12,000 copies 
of the eulogtes delivered in the two Houses of Congress upou the late Lewis V. 
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Bogy, late United States Senator from the State«f Missor 
the use of the Senate and 4,000 for the use of the H 
that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed th 
company the same. 


the use of the Senate and 8,000 for the use of the House of Re 
that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed the portrait o 
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ari, be printed, 4. 
ouse of Representatives 4 
© portrait of Mr. Bovy ¢ ae 
EULOGIES ON SENATOR MORTON, 


The same committee, to whom was re 


Mr. ANTHONY. ferred tha 


resvlution to print eulogies delivered in the two Houses of Coos, 
on the late Oliver P. Morton, late United States Senator from cs 
State of Indiana, have instructed me to report back the 
out amendment, recommend its passage, and ask for its pre 
sideration. 


Sale wit). 


SCUL con- 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed 
to, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That 12.000 cor 
of the eulogies delivered in the two Houses of Congress upon the late Olic. p 
Morton, late United States Senator from the State of Indiana, be : 


printed, 4.000 for 
Tesentatives and 


Mr. Morton to « 


/ BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (by request) asked, and by unani- 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 599) to author 


ize the killing of fur-seal and other fur-bearing animals within t), 
limits of Alaska Territory ; which was read twice by its title,and ye 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 600) in relation to certificates of assessment 
for special improvements in the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. TELLER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave ty 
introduce a bill (S. No. 601) to regulate Indian affairs; which was 
read twice by its title,and referred to the Committee on Lodiau Af 
fairs. 

Mr. DAWES (by request) asked, and by unanimons consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 602) for the relief of Joun R. 
Bond, late of the United States Navy ; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ; 

Mr. COCKRELL (by request) asked, and by unanimons consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 603) for the relief of Thonas 
Il. Bradley; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

REMOVAL OF NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, if there is no further morning 
business, I ask the indulgence of the Senate to take up for a few mo- 
ments the bill which was partially considered yesterday morning. | 
will state that after the debate of yesterday morning | am satistied 
that the Senate desires further information on this matter, and Lam 
disposed to offer—not speaking for the Committee on Naval Affairs— 
a proposition resembliig that presented by the Senator from Ver- 
mont (Mr. EDMUNDs] yesterday as a substitute for the bill. I ask 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 495 
to provide for the removal of the Naval Observatory. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration 
of the bill indicated by the Senator from California at this time! 

Mr. BECK. I wish to offer a resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Resolutions are now in order. 


INDEX TO CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 


Mr. BECK. I offer the following resolution, for reference to the 
Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to inquire into and report 
the expediency of abolishing the separate index now required for the Cooks 
SIONAL RecorD and for the restoration of the index into each volume. 


The resolution was referred to the Committee on Printing. 


FREEDMEN’S HOSPITAL. 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations be directed to inquire into tue 
affairs of the Freedman’s Hospital of the District of Columbia and ascertain is 
condition and general management, and that they call upon the Secretary of (uc 
Interior, and request from him such information as he may have relating toils 
general management and economical administration, and that they make such fur 
ther investigations into all its departments as in their judgment the pablic inter 
esis bay require, 

BENJAMIN P. RUNKLE. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I offer the following resolution, and ask for its 
present consideration : 

Resolved, That Colonel B. P. Runkle shall be notified by the Committee on the 
Judiciary when his case is taken up, and may be present personally or by counse! 
at such time, aud, if he desires, may persoually or by said counsel be heard upot 
his case, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
sideration of the resolution? ; ae 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object to the present consideration 0, 
that resolution, because it may as well be disposed of bow; bat 
certainly hope the Senate will not adopt it and I trust my nen 
will not insist upon it. : 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Will the Senator from Vermont allow me to sy 
one word? sk hall 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator will allow me to finish—I sha! 


Is there objection to the present con- 
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be through in a second—then perhaps he will not want to say any- 
yw TOTO, < 


will state to the Senator and the Senate what the course of the 


Iudiciary Committee is in respect of all such mattersas this. Where 
panes question of fact arises in a controversy between the Government 
"al a citizen we hear the statements of the party; and where a 

»pstion of law arises, which this is said to be, and as I believe it to 
cs purely upon the record and the papers, the Judiciary Committee 
are unable to hear the parties personally or to hear counsel, for the 
reason that if we do it unto one we must do it to all, to be fair, and 
that would take all the time we have. Our rule, therefore, is in 
every such ease to allow the parties in interest to tile their bricfs, 
statements either of fact or of law, and then we proceed to consider 
them. Now 1 do not know any reason w hy in this particular iv- 
stance, Where it is said that the question involved is a question of 
law, or if it were a question of fact, as 1 do not understand it to be, 
an exception should be made to the regular and orderly practice of 
the committee. My friend may be quite sure that the committee 
will take no step in the dark in respect to Colonel or Major Runkle, 
or whatever his title is, or prevent him from having the opportunity, 
which is given to every citizen whose interests are involved in our 
inquiries, of presenting his case. But we are obliged to require, if 
we are to do the duties that the Senate imposes upon us in all such 
cases, that it must be presented in writing. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Mr. President, my object in all I have done on 
this subject is simply to have this matter treated as other such mat- 
ters are treated in the Senate. The resolution referring to Mr. 
Draper, of the Navy, is almost identical with that as to Colonel Run- 
kle, and I have copied from that resolution the exact words of the 
amendment of the Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. SauLspury,] which 
was acted on favorably by the Senate unanimously. I simply pro- 
pose to do now in this case what was done in that case. Lvery time 
approach this matter I seem to meet with some opposition which 
was not met with in the introduction of the other resolution; I de 
not know for what reason. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am glad the Senator has made that statement, 
because that had entirely escaped my notice. When that resolution 
about Mr. Draper was sent to the Committee on Naval Affairs 1 paid 
no attention to it, because it was directing an inquiry by a commit- 
tee with which I had nothing to do, and | had no objection, if that 
committee were satistied, te their pursuing their usual practice or 
some other; but when by unanimous consent, a day or two ago the 
inquiry was transferred, I was entirely ignorant of what the Senator 
now states. Had I been informed of it I certainly should have 
resisted, as far as I could, such an instruction to the committee of 
which I am chairman as my friend oe was in the direction to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, because the committee must deal justly, 
and in order to deal justly it must give equal rights. We have be- 
fore us every gession hundreds of questions involving private rights, 
and if we are obliged to take the time to hear oral statements and 
arguments and all that sort of thing as to one we must, in order to 
be fair and just, give other people the same chance, and that breaks 
down the usefulness of the committee ; not that we should not be 
glad to do it in a given case, if that was all, but we cannot transact 
the business of the Senate in that way. And nobody that I know of 
has yet complained of injustice or unfairness on the part of the 
Judiciary Committee in the course we have been obliged to adopt in 
order to promote the very objects that private claimants have in 
having their matters presented, and that is to have them acted on 
awry. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There is a diversity in the manner in which com- 
mittees hear parties who have matters submitted to them for their 
consideration. Some committees give to parties a hearing, allow 
them to employ counsel. Some committees are able to do that be- 
cause the small volume of business before them furnishes them with 
ample time to do so. I do not know, therefore, that you can adopt a 
rigid rule; but I should deem it extremely unwise for the Senate to 
undertake to prescribe the rule which shall guide any committee of 
this body. It would be better to leave every committee to deter- 
mine its own rule of action, and we certainly have no committee in 
this body who will not mete out even-handed justice to all parties. 

I will take this oceasion, however, to say that I believe legislation 
would be promoted, that we should be very much more likely to be 
more careful and exact in our conclusions, if every committee were 
to adopt what I now understand to be the rule of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, to hear all parties in writing. Then you have the statement 
of the parties, clear and distinct, to which you can refer at all times 
and about which there can be no disagreement afterward. Cer- 
tainly we should do it more rapidly, and more acurately, I have no 
doubt. Ido not know that I would prescribe that rule, although I 
believe it would be a better rule; but I will resist, and I think the 
Senate ought not to adopt, any attempt to prescribe the action of 
any committee of this body as to the manner in which they shall 
prnened in their investigations. I think it not so intended now, but 
oa — it would be rather a reflection of this body upon the com- 
ane RNSIDE. Mr. President, I certainly do not desire to estab 

any precedent in this body for goveruing the Judiciary Com 
aie or any other committee. If the original resolution had taken 
the course it ought to have taken or if it had been divided as it 
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ought to have been divided, so that the law points in the case were 
referred to the Judiciary Committee and nothing else, then what the 
Senator from Vermout says would be correct. Bat they have to in- 
quire into other things under that resolution besides the law points. 
This proposition was offered by the Senator from Delaware when it 
was understood that the resolution relative to Draper was to be re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee before it was referred to the 
Naval Committee at all, and I see no reason why if one of the resv- 
lutions has a clause giving the party a right to appear before the 
committee the other party should not have the same right. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, the transfer of the Draper case 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary was made on my motion. I willsay that it seems to me the 
precedent for my colleague’s proposition has already been set in the 
case of Draper, and if the Senator from Vermont desires to do equal 
justice, which I am sure is his desire, it seems to me that the two 
‘ases run upon all-fours, and that the same rule that applied to the 
case of Draper should apply to the case of Runkle. It may not be 
established as a precedent for other cases, but these two cases run 
upon all-fours, and therefore I think the motion of my colleague is 
exceedingly proper. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I will test the sense of the Senate in such a way 


as I am sure will be satisfactory to my friend from Rhode Island. 
Certainly these two cases, if they involve an inquiry of fact, should 
be treated in exactly the same way. If Mr. Draper is to be entitled 
to be heard by counsel and witnesses and arguments and to spend 
two or three days of the time of the committee by an oral hearing 
like a court, then of course Mr. Runkle is entitled to the same thing. 
There is no doubt about that. Now, in order to test the sense of the 
Senate whether it is right, wise, and judicious to direct the cow 
mittee in the respect that it appears it has been directed as to Dr, 
per, | move to amend this resolution by striking out all after the 
word “ resolved” and inserting : 


That so munch of the resolution directing the Judiciary Committee to inquire into 


the matter of Mr. Draper as requires it to have an oral examination and hearing be 
rescinded. 


And if the Senate decline to rescind, then I certainly shall not op- 


pose the adoption of my friend’s resolution; but I submitto the Sen- 
ate that it ought to be rescinded, because if we do, as I have said, 
fair justice to all persons who have private rights involved in our 
inquiries, if we have an oral hearing in this case, we shall feel bound, 
whether the Senate so direct us or not, to have it in all cases where 
the parties ask for it. It will not promote justice, but it will cer- 
tainly greatly delay the performance of our duty. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to have the amendment read. 
Does it affect my amendment to the Draper resolution ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understands it to be in sub- 
stance that the former order of the Senate directing the Committee 
on the Judiciary to give a personal hearing in the case of Draper be 
rescinded. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the snbstance of it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It was very evident that the inquiry in Dr. 
Draper’s case, as proposed by the original resolution, was in reference 
to the record as it appeared in the case. The amendment which I 
offered the other day to that resolution was simply to allow him the 
privilege of appearing before the committee and making any expla- 
nations connected with the case that he might desire to make. I 
think that is just to every party into whose rights an inquiry is to 
be made. That inquiry was not for the purpose of an investigation 
into facts; I believe it was understood the other day that no investi- 
gation of facts was to take place ; and the amendment which I offered 
was simply to allow Dr. Draper to appear before the committee and 
to explain any facts that were presented by the record and to give his 
explanation, so that when the committee came to make their report 
they might have the explanation of the party whose rights were to 
be reported upon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will pardon me, the only difference 
between him and myself then is that he wishes to have Dr. Draper 
come before us personally and state orally any explanation that he 
may have to make or comments upon the record, while I submit to 
the Senate that it is the right way to do business and the only way 
the committee with which I am connected can do business under the 
orders of the Senate and do it to all alike, is for the committee to tell 
Dr. Draper, if he has anything to submit either by way of explana- 
tion of fact or comment or anything else which is pertinent to the 
case, to pnt it in writing and Jay it before us, that we shall know 
exactly what he wishes to say and shall not forget it and save our 
time. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The object of both the resolution which is re- 
ferred to by the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island and the 
resolution which was introduced in reference to the case of Dr. Draper 
was to ascertain the state of the record in regard to these yentle- 
men. If the question is now before the Senate again, in my opinion 
the proper course would be to inquire of the Secretary of the Treasary 
andtheSecretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy, whotook action 
in reference to these particular parties, the reasons for their action, and 
let that be a matter of investigation; and I hope that if any inves- 
tigation is to be made the Secretaries who have acted in these caseg 
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may have the privilege, by a resolution offered by some one in the Sen- 
ate, of stating the grounds and the reasons for their action. Now,so far 
as Dr. Draper is concerned, he is a citizen of my State,and I felt it 
my duty, without knowing that such a resolution was to be called 


up, withont any conference with Dr. Draper, to secure to him the | 


right to be present and to explain any fact that might appear upon 
the record prejudicial to him, Since that time he has called upon me 
and said to me that he would be glad if the resolution had gone on 
and instructed the committee to thoroughly investigate every fact 
connected with his case; he would have been glad if it had been an 
inquiry not only into the state of the record but an inquiry and in- 
vestigation into the state of the facts. I do not know what appears 
upon the record, but I understand that some statements appear on 
the record adverse and prejudicial to Dr. Draper. It is those very 
facts that he would like to have investigated, and it was those facts 
that I desired he should be present to explain if an investigation 
was to take place. 

I hope, therefore, that the amendment of the Senator from Ver- 
mont will not prevail; and if any action is to be taken, 1 would now 
prefer not only that Dr. Draper and the other gentleman have the 
right to make explanations, but that the Secretaries who have acted 
in their cases should have the privilege of assigning their reasons to 
the Judiciary Committee for their action in reference to these officers. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the Senator from Delaware, I am 
sure, will permit me to say to him, as I do to the Senate, that it is 
the constant and invariable course of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary when any question arises in respect of any of the matters with 
which it has to do involving the validity or the good faith or the 
correctness of the action of any Department of this Government, 
the very first step that we take is to call upon the Department to 
give us its explanation and its views. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I will ask the Senator from Vermont if the 
resolution in reference to Dr. Draper authorizes the committee to do 
anything but simply inquire into the condition of the record and the 
facts revealed by the record? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 do not know whether it does or not; but grant 
that it does not, we are then to report our conclusions as to what the 
state of the law is upon that. The state of the law depends upon 
the result of what appears in the record. We find that a department 
has taken a particular action upon that record; and therefore, though 
the legality of the action of the Department is the primary and funda- 
mental question to be investigated, the first step in every such case 
for our committee, and I am sure for every other which might be 
charged with such an inquiry, is tocall on the Department for its facts 
and its views as throwing light upon the question. I should think 
that the Judiciary Committee had always failed largely in the recti- 
tude of the performance of its duties if it had not always adopted, 
without any exception, the course that I have stated. 

Mr. SARGENT. The addition that was made to the resolution on 
the motion of the Senator from Delaware was this: 


And that the said Dr. L. J. Draper shall be notified and may be present person- 
ally or by counsel while any charges against him are being investigated. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. That was modified. 

Mr. SARGENT. No; I think that was the manner in which the 
resolution read when it came to the Naval Committee. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, I will state to the Senator from California that 
I had from the Clerk an exact copy of that amendment as it passed, 
and that is embodied in the words embraced in my resolution. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to have it read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. SARGENT. No; Lshould like to hear the original Draper 
resolution read ; the one that was sent to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

The Cnier CLerK. The resolution as adopted is in the following 
words: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the 
alleged reinstatement or restoration of Draper to the position formerly beld 
by him in the medical corps of the Navy, and to report the facts touching his 
original appointment; any allegations of misconduct on his part, if such there 
were; the action, if any, of the Government or Navy De ment thereon ; his 
alleged resignation and the facts relating thereto; whether he ceased to be an offi- 
cer of the Navy, and, if so, when; whether any and, if so, what proceeding or action 
designed to effect his reinstatement or restoration has been taken by any officer or 
Department of the Government; whether any money has been paid on behalf of 
the Government to said Draper, or to his account, and, if 80, by whom authorized 
and paid, and by whom received, aud from what fund, and the amount thereof ; 
and whether such action as has been taken was and is legal and warrantable. 
Said committee shall have power to send for persons and papers. And that the 
said Dr. Draper shall be notified and may be present, personally or by counsel, if 
he deaires to explain to the committee any allegations of misconduct against him 


laid before said committee. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well; it was only with reference to allega- 
tions of misconduct which being considered gave him the privilege 
to appear before the Naval Committee. It seems to me that,in any 
case where the personal misconduct of an individual is being exam- 
ined by one of our committees, he should have the right to be pres- 
ent and defend himself in person or by counsel; but the body of that 
resolution embraces no allegation of misconduct on his part, and I 
can say so far as the Naval Committee are concerned there was no 
intention, if they had not been discharged, to investigate any charges 
of personal misconduct on his part and there would have been no 
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necessity for his presence. Of course if he or his counsel had 4 ired 
S { 


action taken by the Department, that privilege would have beey ox 
tended to him, and I have no doubt it will be by the Judiciary a. 

mittee, but I do not understand that the Jadiciary Committee yy... 
this Draper resolution, if it is transferred to them bodily as jt ; 
from the Naval Committee, are charged with any investigat 
the alleged misconduct of Dr. Draper or into any alleged miscoyd ct 
on the part of Runkle. Therefore it seems to me that the resoly on 
offered by my friend from Rhode Island is entirely unnecessary. | 

I make this remark, however, to show that the Committee on Naya| 
Affairs certainly did not consider by any action they took that in 
were to investigate charges of misconduct by Dr. Draper or any ot}, . 
person. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment | 
posed by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EpMUNDs. } 

The amendment was agreed to; there being on a division—a 
25, noes 14, 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Grorcr ¥. 
ADAMs, its Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled joint resolutions ; and they were there- 
upon signed by the Vice-President : 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 5) authorizing Rear-Admiral William 
Reynolds, of the United States Navy, to accept certain preseits tep- 
dered by the Kings of Siam; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 15) filling an existing vacancy in the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. , 


10n into 


TO- 


yes 


REMOVAL OF NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 


Mr. SARGENT. I think in the few moments left of the morning 
hour we can dispose of Senate bill No. 493. I move that it be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (8. No. 493) to provide 
for the removal of the Naval Observatory. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on an amend- 
ment reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SARGENT. I propose on my own responsibility, and not upon 
consultation with the committee, to offer a substitute. I move to 
strike out all of the bill after the enacting clause and insert: 

That the President be, and he is hereby, directed to appoint, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, a commission, consisting of three members, whose 
duty it shall be to select a site within the District of Columbia for the United 
States Naval Observatory, such site to possess relatively the advantages of 
healthfulness, clearness of atmosphere, convenience of access from the city of 


Washington, aod such other advantages as may be found expedient, and to report 
fully thereon, including estimates of the total ee of said site and of the 
removal of the Observatory, to the present session of Congress. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment just 
presented by the Senator from California. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to the Senator from California to strike 
out the word “‘ members” where it specifies “ three members” and 
insert “ persons.” 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well; I will so modify the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be so moditied. 

The amendment, as modified, was agreed to, 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read tho 
third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill to appoint a com- 
mission to ascertain the cost of removing the national observ atory.” 


NATIONAL BANK AT BRAIDWOOD, LLLINOIS. 


Mr. MORRILL. At the request of the Senator from Illinois [ Mr. 
Davis] I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 542) to change the location and name of the Miners 
National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois. 1 think it will not take more 
than the time we now have left of the morning hour. The bill was 
reported from the Committee on Finance with a verbal amendment. 
The Comptroller of the Currency, to whom the bill has been submitted, 
reports in favor of it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Finance with an 
amendment, in line 14, to strike out the words “such other” before 
“lawful,” and afterthe word “ bank,” in the same line, to strike out 
the words “as it may do;” so as to read: 

And thereupon such change of location shall be effected, and the operations of 
discount, deposit, and lawful business of said bank sball be carried on in the naid 
city of Wilmington. 

Mr. MORRILL. This bill is reported unanimously by the Commit- 
tee on Finance, and this change, although a small verbal one, is made 
out of abundant caution not to give the bank any more power than 
it 8 under the original charter. 

Phe amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. B i 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be reae 
a third time. 








The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

SINKING FUND. 
Mr. BECK. I give notice that to-morrow morning, if possible, I 
nelle ‘np the resolution offered by me on Monday last relative to the 


provisions of the sinking fund, for discussion in the morning hour. 


é 


PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour having expired, the 
Senate proceeds to the consideration of its unfinished business, being 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. MATTHEWS, } 
whieh will not be reported at length, on which the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mr. LAMAR] is entitled to the floor. . 

“Mr. LAMAR. Mr. President, the resolution of the Senator from 
Ohio, omitting its preamble, reads thus: 

rhat all the bonds of the United S.ates issued or authorized to be issned under 

ts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, 

see iption of the Government of the United States, in silver dation, of the coin- 

a a the United States, containing 412} grains each of standard silver: and that 


+, peatore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said bonds, 


yrincipal and interest, is not in violation of the public faith nor in derogation of 
F ‘rights of the public creditor. 

To this resolution various amendments have been offered, among 
others one submitted by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDs, } 
which reads in the following language : 

Phat all the bonds of the United States issued, or anthorized to be issued, under 
| acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, 
old coin or its equivalent; and that any other payment without the consent of 
~ epeditor would be ia violation of the public faith, and in derogation of his 


ts 
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I shall vote, Mr. President, against both of these resolutions, be- 
cause I believe that the issue thus made up and joined does not set 
forth fairly and fully the true issue involved in the great change 
which is proposed to be wrought in the monetary system of this coun- 
try by certain measures now awaiting the action of this body. This 
Lihink is manifest from the remarks with which the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] opened his argument in advocacy of his reso- 
lution. He stated very distinctly that he would not consider the 
yuestion as to what the interests of this Government and of the 
country required in connection with the exercise of the rights there- 
in asserted. With equal emphasis he waived off the question as to 
what asound policy would dictate with reference to the legislation 
contemplated by his resolution. Refusing to consider either the ques- 
tion of policy or expediency he confined himself to the sole issue of 
the right, the legal and moral right, of the Government to so frame 
its legislation as to pay its public creditors in silver coin containing 
$124 grains in the dollar. 

Now, sir, the very fact that these important and grave consider- 
ations are not deemed pertinent to the discussion of the resolution 
is, of itself, in my opinion, a sufficient and conclusive objection to its 
adoption. Suppose, when the measures which are lying behind 
this resolution come up for discussion, the fact should be developed 
that the law which is necessary to be enacted before this asserted 
right ean be exercised and put in force would be prejudicial to the 
interests of this Government. Suppose that we should become satistied 
that such a measure conilicts with the well-established principle of 
sound national finance; that it not only runs counter to the lasting 
prosperity of the country, but may inflict an incurable blow upon the 
public eredit. What then would be the result of the adoption of 
such a resolution? Not merely the bare assertion of an abstract 
right, 1 respectfully submit; something more than that; a solemn 
declaration to the world which, lying upon our records, would be 
pregnant with embarrassment and injurious misconstructions along 
the whole track of our future financial interests. 

I think a reference made by the Senator from Ohio to a point in 
our financial history very strikingly illustrates the force of this 
objection. He stated that the legislation of 1869 was made necessary 
by the doubts, the apprehension, and the mistrust which arose from 
a prevailing opinion expressed by statesmen and jurists that the 
principal of our public debt at that time was payable in our legal- 
tender paper money, the greenback currency of the country. To set- 
tle the question and to remove this distrust, to quiet these apprehen- 
sious, to clear away the obstruction to the funding of our bonds at a 
lower rate of interest, and to bind the Government by a solemn act 
of Congress that these bonds with all its other debts should be paid 
In coin, the act of 1869 was enacted. It was, as its style declares, 
“An act to strengthen the public credit ;” the public credit which 
Was shaken by the construction to which the Senator referred. 

Sir, in my opinion, the argument in favor of the right of the Gov- 
ernment to pay the principal of those bonds in greenback currency 
at that time was just as strong, and if possible stronger, than that 
how made in favor of the right of the Government to pay its present 
debt in silver coin containing 412} grains in the dollar. 

By the law of the land this greenback was then, as it is now, “law- 
fal money” and “a legal tender in payment of all claims and de- 
mands against the United States, except for interest upon the public 
debt and duties on imports.” These provisions of the law were 
we Mp the note itself. The commercial world, the business 
~ ie wae of the law under which the bonds were issued, and 
for thems po wor d negotiated and accepted these bonds, advancing 
m 18 very currency, and in some instances at a prodigious 
“iscount. As a lawyer, I concur in the opinion that at that time 


te 
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these bonds were payable in greenbacks according to the literal con- 
struction of the contract as it was originally executed. It would not 
have been a matter of any importance, it would not have been a sub- 


ject either of interest or inquiry whether they were payable in green- 


backs or coin, had the Government performed its promise of redeem- 
ing its greenback currency ; for in that case the two would have been 
convertible. The holder of our national securities would have felt 
no more interest in the question as to whether they would be paid in 
gold or silver than the holder of an English security is now inter- 
ested in the question of the payment of an English bond in the notes 
of the Bank of England or in gold. 

But, inasmuch as the greenback was not redeemed and was there- 
fore depreciated in value by reason of the Government’s own act or 
rather its default, the question arose whether it could afford to stand 
upon the letter of its contract. The very agitation of the question 
caused alarm among the public creditors, and, in the face of the peril 
to which it subjected the credit and finances of the Government, the 
legislators of that day felt themselves bound to do what they deemed 
was equitable as well as politic, which was to pledge the Government 
to pay its debts, not in its own unredeemed and depreciated notes, 
but in coin. 

I am not now discussing the ulterior purposes which in this debate 
are charged to have been the real motive of this legislation. I am 
considering it in the light of the reasons which are relied on as its 


justification, i. e., that it was demanded by good faith and financial 


necessity. Now, sir, had some Senator, pending that discussion, like 
my friend from Ohio, enamored of the juridical aspect of the ques- 
tion alone, introduced a resolution with a preamble reciting the laws 
under which the public debt was cael and concluding with the 
declaration that the principal of “all the bonds, issued by the United 
States under the said acts of Congress, is payable, at the option of 
the Government, in the legal-tender notes of the United States, 
and that such payment is not in violation of the public faith nor in 
derogation of the rights of the public creditors,” and had the two 
Houses, after a declaration by the mover that he wished the legal 
right asserted, irrespective of what the interests of the people or the 
suggestions of financial wisdom might require, adopted such a resolu- 
tion, what, sir, would have been the effect of such action upon the 
attempt to fund the public debt ata lower rate of interest? Its 
effect then would have been precisely what the effect of this resolu- 
tion will be if it is adopted ; not merely unfavorable, but, 1 fear, sir, 
disastrous. 

The resolution of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] in 
my opinion is amenable to the same objection. I do not believe it 
wise or politic or statesmanlike for the two Houses of Congress, in 
advance of any legislation, in advance of any settled policy, to pro- 
claim to the world their position upon a naked legal point, isolated 
from all the other important aspects of this sweeping and radical 
revolution in our monetary system, involving as it does an utter over- 
turn of all existing financial conditions. Howeverit may do in logic, 
it will not do in practical legislation to lay down and commit your- 
self to any premise until the other terms of the proposition are well 
defined and established. 

There is another objection. In all these resolutions offered as 
amendments and substitutes there is, under the circumstances of their 
presentation, an implied committal against the policy of the remone- 
tization of silver. Such a committal, even by implication, is in my 
opinion at this time extremely inopportune and ill-advised. 1 believe 
that there is a method of remonetizing silver, indeed there is more than 
one method, so as to place that metal upon a solid and lasting foun- 
dation as a part of the currency of this country. I believe that it 
can be incorporated into the national currency so as to conduce 
to the prosperity of the country, satisfy the popular demand, and that 
too without any shock to the great interests involved, and even with 
strengthening effect to the public credit. 

By concert of action with all those nations who are favorable to 
the remonetization of silver I believe that a legal ratio between these 
two metals can be fixed so as to make what is called the double or 
the alternate standard feasible, at least sufficiently so to advance all the 
practical purposes of commerce and trade and business. It must bea 
fair and an honest ratio, one in which the legal relation between these 
metals corresponds to their actual relation, and there must be co-opera- 
tion in order to insure this result, for I think I shall be able to demon- 
strate that we can make but aslight impression in that direction stand- 
ing solitary and alone. 

Several Senators on this floor in advocating this measure have 
urged it in this which I consider its most important aspect; and ag 
the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. BAILty] bas set it forth with ad- 
mirable clearness, force, and brevity, much more so than I can state 
it in my own language, I ask the Senate to indulge me while I read 
this view thus presented. He said: 

It acems to me, however, that these gentlemen overlook the fact that the object 


in remonetizing the silver dollar is not alone to furnish money for the payment o 
the public debt. 


Then what? 
The main purpose— 
Says the Senator from Tennessee— 


is to arrest the movements inaugurated in Europe and blindly followed ip this 
country to destroy a great part of the wealth of mankiud; it is to restore the 
silver dollar to the service of the world. 
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An admirable object, and one which furnishes the strongest argu- 
ment in favor of a movement looking to silver remonetization. 

He says again: 

Mr. President, I believe that the Congress of the United States by prompt and 
decided action can arrest the movements looking to the demonetization of silver 
and thereby prevent the consummation of what I can but regard as a crime against 
humanity, the destruction of one-half the money that belongs to mankind. 

. . * . * * * 


Sir, we can arrest this movement. Our influence among the nations is commen- 
surate with our great population, our vast commerce, and advanced civilization. 
That inflaence thrown now into the scale will arrest the attention of the world; it 
will check the movement of Germany, already bronght to a halt; it will sustain 
the States of the Latin union in their struggle so long maintained without support. 
Our action will compel all people to reconsider this question, and count the cost of 
such gigantic destructions of wealth and the means of creating wealth. 

Now, sir, I for one am not an advocate of monometalism either of 
gold or silver; and while I am in favor of going as far as sound 
policy and principle will permit toward the establishment of a dual 
system with a fairness of relation between these metals in the circu- 
lation of this country, I do not believe that the bill which was re- 
ported from the Honse and that which is reported as a substitute by 
your committee will accomplish that object. I believe the result of 
that bill will be not bimetalism in America or in Europe. Its pecu- 
liar and all-overshadowing feature is that one metal and one metal 
alone shall be the exclusive ruling element of American currency, 
and that metal shall be silver. And I say, with all respect to my 
friend from Tennessee, that if the financiers of Germany and England 
had combined together to devise a scheme which should drive the 
silver as money from the markets of Europe forever and establish 
silver monometalism iu this country, they could not have invented 
one more eflicient than that which has been reported by the commit- 
tee, unless it is the one for which it is a substitute. 

I am aware of the boldness of this assertion and I beg Senators to 
believe that with my experience here I should not venture upon it 
without ample authority to fortify the assertion. Nor do I intend to 
invoke to my aid any opponent of the restoration of silver to the 
currency of the nations or to the carrency of this nation. I shall 
call no bondholder upon the stand. I shall cite no witnesses except 
those who have made themselves distinguished in their effort to re- 
store silver to the circulation of the world. 

Now, sir, the first that I shall ask attention to is a gentleman who 
has made himself conspicuous among a group of authors, all of whom 
are distinguished for their efforts in struggling not only against the 
demonetization of silver in Europe, but for its remonetization there 
and its remonetization here. I allude to Mr. Cernuschi, a writer of 
great power and brilliancy as well as a most acute thinker, who has 
for many years consecrated his great abilities to the cause of bi- 
metalism both in Europe and in America. I have in my hand a work 
of his entitled Nomisma, or Legal Tender, containing, besides, his testi- 
mony before the United States monetary commission. The author is 
an ardent advocate of the restoration of unlimited legal tender of 
silver in this country and of its free coinage. No one can read his 
writings without feeling his own mind strengthened and enriched by 
the contact. And in order that Senators may understand fully that 
no advocate of silver remonetization is any more advanced in his po- 
sition or demands for silver than he I will first read what he has to 
say on this subject : 

For the United States to resume specie payments it is necessary for them to 
rehabilitate silver; give the silver dollar the same value as the gold dollar, then 
accept silver at the custom-houses, and be able to pay their European bondholders 
in silver dollars. 

So earnest is this gentleman in his advocacy of this movement 
that when he heard of the appointment of the United States mone- 
tary commission, instead of corresponding with that body, he crossed 
the Atlantic in order to give his evidence in person. I call attention 
to what he says upon the subject referred to by the Senator from 
Tennessee, Mr. Boutwell asked him this question : 

If silver and gold should be used throughout the United Stat 
—— and India, upon the same basis of relative values, w 
ettoo 

Here is his answer, and I read this part simply to show that this 
gentleman is an unqualified enthusiastic (even to an extreme) advo- 
cate of the theory of the double standard. And I wish to say here 
that, in my opinion, many of the cconomic principles which Cer- 
nuschi, and Ernest Seyd, and Hay, and other European writers on 
this subject have laid down in advocacy of the restoration of silver 
to its former place as money have not been successfully controverted, 
and inmy judgment cannot be. Here is his proposition : 

I maintain that the effect would be to constitute a strong mass of money, 
composed of gold and silver, bat without possibility of variation in value of the 
one against the other. 

He develops this theory at some length, with which I will not de- 
tain the Senate, But now for the next question: 

What, in your opinion, would be the effect of an agreement to use both metals 
in the United States, in Europe, and in India? 

Answer. The effect would be that every variation, every urbation in the rela- 
tive value of gold and silver would be forever impossible. The quantity produced of 
the one or the other of the metals has nothing to do with the relative value of the 


two metals. The only canse which produces variation in the relative value of 
gold and silver is that which is shown in the laws of the diferent countries. 


He exaggerates the influence of laws upon the value of money, and 
this I think the weak point in his theory. I read thissimply to show 
the extent to which he goes in his advocacy of the restoration of sil- 


the Latin union, 
would be the 


go further than France? There is no doubt abvut the { 


as she is, while the United States adopts the bimetallic system, with the rely 
the same as that which the Latin union has now established—Germany js », 
hibited from sending her silver to France, and the United States boldiy a: 
relation of 154 to 1—l ask what harm could come to the United 
coudition of things! 


country for the purposes of resumption, how long do you suppose would s 





ver to the cnrrency of all the nations, the United State 


: . : 8 a8 Wel] as 
Europe. I ask especial attention to the next question — 


and his ins 


Wer: 

Mr. Bocy. Supposing that in this country we restore our relation at 1¢ 1 
in France and Europe generally it would remain at 15} to 1, what woula (eo 
effect upon this country, and what would be the effect upon Europe. 


I ask attention to the answer: 


If you coin at the ratio of 16, France cannot coin at the ratio of a ae 
Then, if you coin at 16, you remain alone; and it were better to maintain the 


backs than to coin silver, if this metal is not also coined in Europe. green 


I would put this Government abreast of the Latin unio; 


7 : : 1 at this 
very moment. If Senators do not wish to wait for co-opera 


tion Why 
act that, 


knowing that she cannot maintain her position as a bimeta))i, na- 


tion, France has stopped the coinage of silver altogether withiy her 
limits. 


Again: 

Question. Suppose that France keeps her mints shut, as they are now, and remaj na 
hon 
loptst ; 
States in such a 


Mr. Cernuschi answers : 
This silver which would come from Germany here should have the effect of 


driving out all the gold. 


Again: 
Question. In the presence of the great demand caused by the wants of this 


iver 


remain at a discount as compared wiih gould # 


Here is the pregnant answer to that, and it is noteworthy not only 
on the ground of authority but on account of the intrinsic force of 
the suggestion: 


The silver can remain at a discount forever. But this is not the worst: the 
worst is, that no fixity would ever be possible between the value of gold and the 


value of silver. If you are bimetallic when Europe is gold monometallic, you are 


bimetallic only by name ; verily, you would bea silver monometallic country , suc! 


as India, and the monetary position of the United States against Europe would he 


exactly the same as is the present position of India against England, a position 
which engenders heavy losses to both countries. 


I have read this, Mr. President, not only as authority I say, but to 


give to the public the reasons stated with a force far beyoud the hap- 


piest efforts of ny humble powers which control my vote on this im- 
vortant question. But, sir, I could cite other authority in Europe and 
Sugland and in this country. I call attention now to the views of an 

author in this country with whom I am not personally acquainted, but 
whose book is full of rich and curious and rare information, and the 
argument is well made, It is the first elaborate work I think in thi: 
country in favor of using the remonetization of silver as the means 
of specie resumption, and it was written before this bill came before 
Congress. These are the works and teachings of thoug)tful men 
upon the subject before it was flung into the arena of political strife, 
before passion began to rage around this question and parties began 
toshape themselves in reference to it. I am now about to read from 
the work of Mr. 8. Dana Horton, in which the author advocates, just 
as Ernest Seyd and Cernuschi and Wolowski and Smith, al! bin. tal- 
lists, have done, the remonetization of silver by free coinage, unlim- 
ited legal tender, and the payment of yourpublic debtin silver. But 
the question of judiciously timing your measure is the most important 
question involved in this controversy ; and what does he say upon 
that? 

Under these circumstances, what course is left open to the United States? 

It must be recognized that the movement toward demonetization of silver in 
Eu has in no proper sense spent its force. Motives, pow erful to move nations 
as well as individuals, are still active in promoting it. . im 

It was urged in France, before the Franco-German war, that in demonetizing 
silver, France would be enabled to sell its silver to Germany ; and after the war, 
the similar expectation was held as to the sale of German silver to France 

The pride of leading personages in Europe is enlisted not merely in the main 
tenance, but also in the farther extension of the gold standard, and itis from the 
demand for silver for the United States that the relief is expected which may 
facilitate the spread of their great error. It is ‘on the cards,” and is an event 
upon which leading men in Europe calculate, that the United States may be 
trusted to fail to comprebend its true interest, and hence to deal crudely— 

Excuse me, Senators, it is not my language— 


to deal crudely with this momentous subject, in a word, that it may contribute 
its $1:30,000,000 of gold to the stock of Europe and withdraw the weight of its de- 
mand for existing stock and annual product of gold. 7 ; 

It is obvious that for the United States alone to attempt to establish the bime- 
tallic standard would result in failure to secure aught but the one depreciated 
metal. 


I am aware, Mr. President, that I am reading more than is usual in 
arguments of this sort, but really this is a question in which the 
views of those who have given the subject calm and scientific Inver 
tigation are entitled to more than ordinary weight. . 

After this book was published, a second edition was issued and 
what is known as the Mland bill was passed in the House, | think, 
after the first but before the second edition was published. 1 read 
from the appendix to the second edition. 

‘auses silver coinage are not, in any proper sense, tem- 
ee Sol = ae ny ot demanciiagtion prevails in a country whic __ 
silver to sell, other countries must abstain from maintaining free coinace of sily 
as legal tender, or consent to part with their gold in return for the silver throwa 
upon the nai ket by their neighbor State. 


- * ® 


But if a sufficient number of nations coin silver at one fixed equation with gold, 
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ld remain an international money, the par would be secured in perma- 


liver wou no danger of the latter event above suggested. 


nence, and there would be 
= ai undantly ill i i 
ting metal (gold) in 1849 was wade 
tem in France and other countrics. 
“all is different to-day. e En | 
ver: the product is Increasing, and no great combination of nations exists to 
* tyalize so violent a disturbance of the equilibrium of the metals. 

“dH uee it is plain that the action of the Latin union in refusing to coin legal 
niler silver is, in the present phase of the question, final. It is an adjournment 
. There can be no further action until the final situation is changed. 

* + 


} s working » bi tes ic 
circuls possible by the working of the bimetallic 





It is anfliciently obvious that the leaders of the Latin union are cognizant of 
. facts, and they are men whoare not likely to stultify themselves. The Latin 

C1 nnot coin the silver franc if we coin the silver dollar at 1 to 16. She 
not become at once the sole receptacle of all the silver demonetized in Germany. 

cant = - e e e e e ; 

The bill— 

Speaking of the bill in the other House— 

js really an attack upon the bimetallic system, the restoration of which is needed 

for the future prosperity of the world, and if it becomes law it will prove an obstrac- 

tion to the prosperity of the United States. 


I have adduced all this to show that in the opinion of the ablest 
and most distinguished advocates of silver remonetization the effect 
of such legislation as is here proposed will consolidate the currency 
of all Europe on a gold basis and remand America to “the Asiatic 
rile,” and that of those poorer countries of Europe that are con- 
demned by their very necessities to receive the rejected coin of the 
great commercial nations. I do not say this in any spirit of hostility 
to the restoration of silver ; but the fact is true that that metal occu- 
pies a subordinate position in the currency of the ruling nations of 
the European continent. It is demonetized practically among two 
hundred and fifty millions of the population of the globe; that is, it 
is entirely demonetized as a legal tenderin England and Germany and 
its coinage has been arrested in the Latin union, and it is demone- 
tized inthe United States. Silver cannot go into France to be coined, 
and the five-frane piece, which is the only silver coin that is a full 
tender there, is getting scarce. 

Now, Mr. President, the fact of demonetization is a fact irrespective 
of our own wishes on the question, and the consequences of that fact 
are just the same whether demonetization was a grand, gigantic error 
of these enlightened nations or whether it was due to some inherent 
deticiency in the metal itself as a medium of modern exchange. We 
must legislate with reference to what exists, to things as they are,and 
not as to what we would like them to be. It has been said that the 
causes which led to the demonetization of silver in Germany and its 
subordination in other European nations had no reference to its rela- 
tive fitness for exchange as compared with gold. It has been alleged 
that its demonetization in Germany was due to political reasons exclu- 
sively, the policy of the Empire to unify and centralize its circulation 
and get rid of the diverse and somewhat discordant currencies of the 
German principalities. That is a good reason as far as it goes, but 
it was as easy for Germany to unify its currency upon a silver basis 
as upon a gold basis, and it does not explain why that government 
selected a metal which it had not and rejected a metal which it had 
as the material of its new monetary system. There must have been 
some other reason. It has been said in this debate that this demone- 
tization was the policy of despotic governments whose policy was 
different from that of a free republic, and that their adoption or 
rejection of a system should not influence our decision on such a 
question. Sir, the nations in which these changes have taken place 
are those whose institutions are freer than the governments which 
have adhered to silver money. Their governments are responsible 
to public opinion, and the administration of their affairs is directed 
by an enlightened sense of the interests of their own people. 

Another fact. How came France to stop the coinage of silver and 
to that extent demonetize that metal? France was not an empire 
when she did that nor was she under the same necessity which is 
alleged of Germany. The furnace of war which fused the German 
coniederation into one empire simply melted off the imperialism of 
France and brought out her republicanism pure and unalloyed ; and 
it Was as a republic, under the leadership of Gambetta, Thiers, and 
others, that she flung back into the lap of Germany the demonetized 
silver which that power sought to force upon her, and thus performed a 
financial maneuver which gave her a greater financial victory over her 
haughty rival than that rival had won over her in the ruder game of 
war. It was not following her example, but it was simply thwarting 
the financial finesse of Germany with a measure of a like character. 

Mr. President, this bill deals with two of the most delicate and 
Sensitive parts of the apparatus of civil society—the currency of the 
country and the all-pervading relation of debtor and creditor. A 
éreat statesman has said that there was nothing in the arrangements 
r= bomen society and government more sensitive, nothing that ought 
°be touched so cautiously, nothing that rash experiments would injure 
more seriously, It pro that the old silver dollar shall be coined 
as legal tender and made equal with the gold dollar. Now I would 
ae if the silver coin is not largely overvalued and gold un- 
ff - z be this proposed legislation? Will any one deny that the 
a ae this measure will be to drive whatever of gold circulation 

© now have out of the country? Such is the invariable effect of 


this legislation, When you make a certain weight of one metal the 
lawful equivalen 


the overvalued 
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You cannot open a work on political economy in which this change- 
less law is not stated. The coinage history of every country bristles 
with illustrations of it. Nearly every Senator who has spoken in 


| favor of this reso'ution and the bill behind it has affirmed the exist- 


The northern countries of Europe are demonetizing | 
| amount of silver coined in this country at certain periods. 








ence and force of this principle in order to account for the limited 
They all 
attribute it to the overvaluing of gold and the undervaluing of silver, 
each aflirming the cause to be that the cheaper money will always 
drive out the dearer. 

The effect of the bill now proposed, if it becomes a law, will expel 
the gold from the country to the extent that silver is used. ‘The 
question then arises, should the legislation of this country be so 
framed as to establish one metal as the basis of currency and that 
metal to be silver? Is it a wise policy to legislate gold practically 
ont of existence as money in the United States? Why should we 
substitute a silver currency for a gold one ? What conceivable benefit 
will silver confer which gold will not confer in a much greater de- 
gree? In what one single attribute of money is silver so superior to 
gold as that our laws should expel the latter and make the former 
the controlling element of American currency? Take any of the 
functions of money, whether it be as a medium of valuation or as a 
means of purchase, or as a means of payment, or as a transporter of 
values, or a preserver of values, and in what one element is not gold 
the superior of silver? Both have their peculiar functions. Gold is 
the great commercial machine which swings the products of a coun- 
try in one bulk from continent to continent, while silver sends these 
products, not in bulk but in littles, through the numerous and laby- 
rinthian mazes of domestic exchange. We hear it said that the moun- 
tains of Nevada are producing this abundant material of money, and 
that we should have it coined into dollars for the people’s use. 

But, sir, our gold mines are still more productive of a far more 
valuable material for money. Then, sir, I ask again, what possible 
reason can there be for this legislation, which in effect demonetizes 
the more precious product of our American mines and the more 
abundant? Why should we avail ourselves of only one of these 
sources of money wealth to the exclusion of the other, especially 
when the latter furnishes an international money that puts our coun- 
try en rapport with the whole commercial world, and the former is a 
commercial and financial insulator. 

Sir, I am well aware that such is not the design of this bill, and 
that its advocates (those of them who admit that such will be its 
effect) regard that result neither with complacence nor indifference. 
Their view, so far as ] can gather it, is, that expulsion of gold will be 
an evil, but an evil incident to the accomplishment of a much greater 
benefit. Judging by the arguments in favor of this bill, it seems to 
be pressed as a measure which looks not so much to the principles 
of a permanent financiai policy for the securing of the future inter- 
ests and the lasting prosperity of the nation as to the immediate 
relief of the present distress of our people, which is very great and 
deserving all of the sympathy which ee been so eloquently expressed 
in this debate. 

I fully concede that there is at the bottom of this consideration 
a strong principle of justice and humanity, and of wisdom also if 
the purpose could be accomplished. The skillful physician when he 
finds his patient writhing under insupportable agony at once ad- 
ministers laudanum or some other anodyne, although he may know 
that it will not cure the disease or restore vigor to the constitution. 
Now there is no doubt about the suffering condition of the people of 
the United States. It needs present and immediate relief. The dis- 
tress spreads over the entire country, extending to every class of our 
ns merchants, farmers, manufacturers, men of business, and 

aborers. It isa mistake to suppose that those who live on the income 
of fixed investments or borrowed capital have escaped. The shriuk- 
age in the value of one single class of bonds is stated at the sum of 
$2,000,000,000. I am prepared to vote for any measure that will give 
relief to all these suffering interests, and I will not hesitate to do so 
from the consideration that it will enable debtors over this country 
to pay their debts at ninety cents on the dollar. The ae man 
or statesman who will introduce a measure that will enable the peo- 
ple of this country—the indebted classes—to lift their debts by the 
payment of ninety cents or eighty-five cents on the dollar will be a 
benefactor to his generation ; and the creditor cla-s will be as much 
the recipient of the benefaction as any other, for what could be the 
loss of ten cents upon the dollar to the creditor class of this country 
compared to the sacrifice and the insolvency and the beggary and the 
poverty and the fraud and the ruin and the desolation which are now 
threatening them? But, sir, how will the remonetization of silver 

ive this relief? We are told that it will bring from our mines in 
Nevada and the demonetized silver of Germany the needed supply for 
the wants of our people. It is expected to produce activity in the 
business and industry of the country, employment for laborers, higher 
prices for products, and help to the indebted classes in their struggle 
to escape the burdens which are crushing them into poverty. Mr. 
President, this is indeed an alluring prospect, and when presented to 
a people enduring the privation of poverty and the torture of threatened 
insolvency, it is but natural that they should look upon a measure 
promising relief with all the eagerness of hope; it is but natural 
that they should listen with impatience and irritation to the stern 


t of a defined weight of another metal as money, | truth which negatives these sanguine hopes and the probabilities, 
metal is the cheaper one and drives the other out. | founded on past experience, that such measures promising a whole- 
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sale relief to the ills of a people will produce not the effect expected, 
but the very reverse. 

And when the delusion vanishes and the stern reality reappears, 
how cruel the disapointment, how much keener the suffering. 

Sir, it does seem to me so clear that the relief which is promised for 
this measure is delusive that I would be criminal if 1 did not speak 
my honest convictions. 

It is said that all this prostration of business and industry, this 
destruction of prosperity, is due to the scarcity of money growing 
out of the policy of contraction; that remonetization will supply the 
deticiency and restore prosperity. 

Let it be conceded for argument sake (and I concede it only for 
argument sake) that the scarcity of money is the cause of all the 
financial distress the people of the United States are now snffering. 
Before any one is authorized to promise or anticipate that the re- 
monetization of silver will increase the volume of the currency, and 
thus relieve the people from the evils of scarcity of money, he should 
show that it is the absence of silver at this time from the channels of 
circvlation, as the effect of demonetization, which causes this scarcity. 
If it can be shown that, but for the absence of silver from our circula- 
tion, money would have been abundant instead of scarce, a very 
rational foundation is laid for the hope that remonetization will 
bring us the promised reliet. Unfortunately facts show the reverse 
to be true. 

The advocates of this measure have, in order to show what an 
insuflicient supply of money exists in the United States, cited the 
fact of the great disparity between this and other countries in respect 
of the proportion of money to population, England having, as it is 
stated, (not with entire accuracy, but let that pass, ) from 7 to $30 
per capita; France, $44 per capita; Germany, $24 per capita; while 
the United States has something under $20 per capita. Now, sir, 
it is aremarkable circumstance that the very nations which are 
cited as having a more plentiful volume of money are the very 
nations which have demonetized silver. It is true, sir, that these 
three nations, two of which have demonetized silver and the third 
stopped the coinage of it, have in proportion to population a larger 
volume of money than we have. But that fact proves, if it proves 
anything, that demonetization of silver does not cause a scarcity of 
money. Itshows that the absence of silver and scarcity of money 
are not necessarily coexistent phenomena. 

But there are other facts in this connection which still more posi- 
tively negative the presumption that remonetization on the plan now 
proposed will angment our quantity of money. We have had given to 
us by a Senator a table of nations in which silver is the sole legal 
tender, and of those in which gold is the sole currency, and of those in 
which both gold and silver are legal tender. 

In the list of those having silver money alone, Austria comes first. 
There silver and paper are legal tender. Surely, if unlimited legal 
tender of silver is all that is wanted to insure abundance of money, 
then Austria onght to have that abundance. But in point of fact 
how does Austria stand in the proportion of population to money ? 
Below England, below Germany, below the United States. Why is 
this? Austria is a silver nation. I do not mean that it has got 
silver mines, but it has silver coinage and unlimited legal tender of 
silver, and the mines of Nevada and the thalers of Germany could 
tlow there, if something else did not prevent their going; and yet, 
with silver coinage and an unlimited legal tender of silver, Austria 
has only $15 to the head, or, as some authorities put it, $17. It seems 
to me that if silver coinage and silver legal tender are only necessary 
to have an overtlow of silver into a country, Austria would be that 
country, and her poet might exclaim: 

If there is wealth to be found in the world, 

A heart that loves silver might look for it here, 
For she has got the very law you propose, and yet the silver does 
not flow there. And Russia, that great colossal despotism, which is 
extending its conquests almost into the heart of Europe, and 
threatens to be to some extent its arbiter—Russia is also a silver 
country. Her metallic currency, according to the most trustworthy 
authorities that I have been able to consult, is, like that of Austria, 
exclusively silver and some baser metals, and yet in that country of 
silver coinage and legal-tender the proportion of money to popula- 
tion is only $12 per capita. It is apparent from these facts that while 
there may be an abundance of money where silver money is abol- 
ished, so there may be likewise a great scarcity of it where silver is 
recognized and used as the exclusive metallic basis of circulation. 

Now, sir, I wish to be understood as not citing these facts to show 
that silver either in its presence or in its absence is the cause of 
scarcity or abundance of money. I mean only to show that scarcity 
of money and the presence of silver as a legal tender with free coin- 
age are not necessarily coincident facts and they do not sustain to each 
other the relation of cause and effect. The fact is, the proof shows, 
as faras I have been able to consult the authorities—and I have 
looked over a large number of them—it neither increases nor de- 
creases the amount of currency in a country. The fact seems to be 
that the cheapness of silver (caused by demonetization and the dis- 
covery of new mines and other causes which I cannot now go into) 
has only served, in those countries open to its unobstructed inflow, 
to displace gold. There seems to be just so much of a capacity for 
metallic currency in those nations, and the flowing in of silver sim- 
ply causes an outflow of gold without any rise in the volume. 
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There is another fact worthy of attention in this connection, fp 
fore 1873 we had silver coin and legal tender unlimited, and yet +15 
greatest contraction of our currency was between 1866 and 1949. ¢ . 
ver was demonetized in 1873. In that year our circulation iron “a 
round numbers $733,000,000. In 1874 the circulation rose to $779.. 
000,000; and this was after the demonetization of silver. I state t)), 
fact to show that neither the remonetization nor the demonetj ration 
of silver has any very great effect upon the volume of currency jn this 
or any other country in the present monetary condition of the worl] 
It may be asked what, then, is the thing which makes the United 
States have less money in proportion to population than the countries 
heretofore named, if it be not the exclusion of silver. Sir, it is the 
result of many causes. I have time to refer to but one, which of itself 
as long as it exists will go far to keep the money of this country jy. 
ferior in character and less in amount proportionally to population 
than that of any prosperous country on earth. 

Sir, it is true that the money of this country is less in proportion 
to population than it is in England, France, or Germany. But if we 
analyze the elements of which those currencies are respectively com- 
posed, it will be found that our inequality is owing to the greater 
quantity of coin in those countries. In other words, while they have 
a larger volume of currency, we have a much larger volume of paper 
circulation than they have. In this one fact of a large volume of 
inconvertible and therefore depreciated paper currency we have a 
cause which puts a limit to any augmentation of money that will be 
commensurate with either the growth of our population or the in- 
creasing demands of business, 

When the currency of a country consists of a depreciated legal- 
tender paper money it puts a stop to the inflow of any coin from 
abroad as completely as if there were a prohibitory taril!, and thus 
it renders impossible any increase by the laws of trade. It drives to 
foreign lands the stable and solid currency of the precious metals, 
and degrades what is retained into a commodity by driving it from 
the channels of currency and putting it into the hands of brokers, 
The law of an inconvertible paper currency issued by Government 
is, “ Be it enacted, there shall be so much and no more;” and no 
matter what the demand of trade shall be, no matter what commerce 
shall require or how your population shall increase, you cannot add a 
dollar to that currency through the ordinary offices of trade, for the 
precious metals are excluded by it. Not fifty cents can be added unless 
a statute is enacted on the subject: “Be it enacted, so much more 
shall be issued.” There is no escape from the bankruptcy of a people 
who are writhing under the curse of an inconvertible currency. It 
isan embargo upon the importation of the precious metals as money, 
(of gold and silver alike.) It deprives the nation in which it exists 
of just those agencies which increase and decrease the currency of 
other countries according to the increasing or diminishing needs of 
business. You have confirmation of this in all those states in which 
an inconvertible currency exists, Italy and Russia and Spain; all 
have but little of coin compared to their paper circulation. 

But it is said that this measure is needed not so much to swell the 
amount of money now in circulation as to arrest the fearful process 
of contraction, to which the enforcement of resumption is subjecting 
the people. 

Mr. President, if it is so absolutely necessary to relieve our people 
of the pressure of contraction would it not be best to pursue thie shortest 
way tothat end by stopping the process of resumption, rather than to 
resort to a measure oa effects cannot be known until after the 
experiment is made ? ; 

Sir, the resumption act was not made a law by my vote or with my 
consent. In common with many others I foresaw the difficulties 
which have arisen in its enforcement. The objections of John C. 
Calhoun to the coercion of specie payments by Government made 4 
most profound impression upon my mind long ago. But the relation of 
the Government to the subject was just the reverse of what it is new, 
and the condition of things when he spoke was different from what it 
isnow. It is not true, by the way, that the great Sonth Carolinian 
ever favored an inconvertible currency. Atthat time the Government 
was itself out of debt and it was the creditor of the indebted classes, 
it could afford to be generous in its policy. It is now the debtor, and 
perhaps may be considered as confronted by different obligations. ™, 
the remonetization of silver will not relax or arrest the contraction 
growing out of resomption. In my opinion itseffect just at this time 
may be the most disastrous of contraction instead of expansion. 1 

The policy of resumption has been entered upon. To go back wil 
simply involve us in more evils than those which it bas brought upon 
us. From various circumstances many things point to a speedy Md 
sumption of specie payments, whether anybody wants it or pot. pa 
was quoted a short time since as low down as 102. Everything poin’s 
to a speedy equality between the values of gold and greenbacks. - 
nothing in our legislation prevents it, I think that equality ill ome 
very soon. It is manifest now that when gold and greenhacks ar 
at par gold will cease to be a commodity and pass into the cireula- 
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case it will at once increase the volume of available currency by the 
whole amount of gold in the country, and I think that is put at 
¢1:30,000,000 by some of the estimates. Some Say $150,000,000 and 
come $200,000,000. In spite of everything that is being done to pre- 
vent specie payments from being resumed the natural condition and 
effect of our business relations are bringing the two together. When 
the greenback and the gold dollar are equal it does not necessarily 
follow that we resume specie payments or that we can maintain 
resumption. But that cireumstance will immediately unlock the 
door of the stock of gold in this country and put it in circulation ; it 
will make it part of the currency of the country. Suppose that just 
when we are so near the unlocking of the door which has kept gold 
out of the currency of the country for so long, and just when we arein 
sight of it we by the passage of a silver bill lock it upagain. We have 
not any silver currency in this country except subsidiary coin ; alto- 
yether I believe it is less than $40,000,000. It will take many years 
for the Government to coin asilver currency and put it in circulation. 
The manufacture of silver coin, I see it stated, is a slow process, the 
handling of silver is a slow process, aud the immediate effect would be 
to drive out this volume of gold already here and put in place of it 
the smaller volume of silver that would be available in a short time. 
This would be a contraction of the currency sharper and more disas- 
trous than anything that can be anticipated from the present condi- 
ion of affairs. 

But it is said the remonetization of silver at the ratio fixed by this 
hillof 16 to Ll will give increase of compensation to the laboring 
classes through the higher prices which it will produce and to the 
indebted classes increased means of discharging their debts. 

First, let us see What the effect will be upon laborers, even con- 
ceding that it will produce high,prices. The two things which are 
least atleeted by a change in prices are labor and real estate. Every- 
thing else rises or falls, as the case may be, before they do. What, 
then, is the situation of the laborer, who has been earning a dollara 
day, after the price of everything has risen ten cents on the dollar, 
or whieh is the same thing after the dollar has been depreciated ten 
cents? The price of his labor is the same. He receives the same 
amount of pay which he received before—that is, a dollar a day—but 
he receives it in a dollar cheaper by ten cents while he has to pay 
foreverything he purchases a higher price, and therefore the value of 
the money which he receives for labor is less and brings him fewer 
comforts than it did before. 

Look at the price of labor in any of the tables that have been pub- 
lished and you will find it as firmly fixed as any law that the prices 
of labor and of real estate go up more slowly than anything else. 
Therefore, any change which brings higher prices to a country and 
unnaturally raises the prices as certainly brings oppression and dis- 
tress upon the laborer for the time being., But more especially will 
this policy fail to benefit the farmers of the South and West. They 
have nothing to pay their debts with except the money which they 
make over and above their current expenses. They must first pay 
the current expenses of the year and then apply their surplus to the 
debts which are now pressing upon them. 
The Senator from Ohio, in reply to a question from the Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. EATON] as to the price in gold in the mar- 
kets abroad, said “ what have we to do with abroad?” Sir, we of 
the South have everything todo with abroad. The great production 
of the South has its price fixed at Liverpool in a gold market, and 
that dominates the price of the same product with the manufact- 
wers of the North. Then with the proceeds of the sale thus made 
at the price fixed at Liverpool they are compelled to pay their ex- 
penses, the necessaries and comforts of life, at the high prices ruled 
by a depreciated currency. There is no people on earth who can 
stand such a process long. Senators have dilated upon the evils of 
a contracting currency. They are very great under some circum- 
stances but they are not comparable to those of a people who, having 
to sell what they produce in a market of low prices, are doomed by 
the laws of their country to buy all they consume in a market of 
high prices. There are exceptions tothe rule in reference to contrac- 
tion. There was a greater contraction of the currency, far greater, 
between 1366 and 1870, than since 1873, and yet that bas been counted 
«period of great prosperity. The pecuniary distress which we have 
here is not confined to the United States; it extended to Europe, and 
Was Just as great. But there was one great difference. The period 
of contraction here was a period of unexampled expansion of cur- 
rency there. So the rule does not seem to be an invariable one, that 
expansion of currency brings prosperity or that contraction brings 
inancial adversity. But it is a law to which there is no exception, 
that a people will sooner or later come to hopeless insolvency who, 
selling the product of their annual toil in a market of low prices, 
are compelled to buy for themselves their food and clothing and 
shelter in a market of high prices. Nothing can be more destruct- 
ve; hot even the ravages of armies, “ or the outpouring of floods, 
or the withholding from the parched and thirsty earth the refreshing 
Tans of heaven,” > 
Ps President, we have two great American products in this coun- 
we One is the cotton product. That product commands gold every- 
ere on the globe with the single exception of the spot where it is 
produced. Nota human being handles this produc of Southern agri- 


| 








923 


culture, the product of American soil and American labor, not one 
man touches it beyond the confines of America who cannot command 
gold for it at its own price ; but the producer of it, he who digs and 
delves and plows the earth does not obtain what the product of his 
labor will command over all the world besides. There is another prod- 
uct here in the gold mines of this country, produced in American 
soil, by American labor. The gold mines in the United States are 
more productive than any in the world. Indeed they produce more 
than half of the annual prodact of the world. They produce more 
gold than do our silver mines, and yet the product of gold and the 
product of cotton cannot come together upon this continent. 

By some malign influence gold, the product of American soil, the 
product of American labor, and cotton, the product of American soil 
and the product of American labor, are kept apart, divorced, and the 
very moment they leave the country, the very moment they depart 
from your shores, they leap together as by a natural affinity, and live 
in indissoluble wedlock in every other clime on earth. What is the 
cause of this? There is but one cause, and that is, you have here a cur- 
rency which will not allow the farmer, with his potatoes, or his wheat, 
or his cotton, or any other product, to get gold money with that prod- 
uct. You have acurrency which drives gold from your shores, leaving 
you an inconvertible currency, a depreciated currency, a currency 
which forces the cotton-grower of the South and the wheat-grower 
of the West to take for these articles the prices fixed by a gold stand- 
ard abroad, and to make their purchases here at the higher prices 
which a depreciated currency never fails to create. 

Mr. President, I have said nothing about the effect of this measure 
in relation to the debtor classes of this country, except simply to 
demonstrate in my opinion that it will not give them the relief that 
is anticipated. I believe it will crush the indebted classes down fur- 
ther than before. Nor have I discussed the question whether the 
Government has a legal right to pay its bonds in silver dollars con- 
taining 4124 grains to the dollar. There is so much of magic be- 
witchment in the dialectics of construction, whether of contracts 
and bonds or of laws, that we are apt to overlook practical results. 
I am willing, for the sake of the argument, to put myself along with 
those who maintain the right of the Government, upon the strict 
letter of the contract, to thus discharge its obligations. There is no 
doubt that up to 1870 all that this Government had bound itself to 
do was to pay a bond of $1,000 in $1,000 of gold or one thousand sil- 
ver dollars of the then standard value, and that standing upon that 
contract the Government could pay its bonds in that way; but in 
1873 the Government prohibited the coinage of silver dollars and by 
legislation withdrew the legal-tender quality from silver. Has not 
that something to do with this question? Senators have contended 
that the value of silver has depreciated by demonetization. If this 
Government by its own act has lowered the value of silver, cun it 
now equitably claim to pay its obligat,ons in a metal which itself 
has demonetized and depreciated in the markets of the whole world ? 
Is it not estopped by its own act from insisting upon its right to pay 
in this coin thus depreciated and demonetized, not by eveuts beyond 
the control and agency of the Government, but by the Government 
itself. 

I shall not go into the agencies which produced that legislation. I 
have nothing to say of the powerful arraignment made by the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, [Mr. Voornees.] I do not run across that argu- 
ment of his, masterly, refulgent, and sharp as it was; but, whatever 
may have been the error, whatever may have been the wrong of the 
party which fastened that legislation upon the country, it is an act 
of the Government, and it imposes an obligation as solemn as national 
honor can impose. Silver was demonetized by the sovereignty of 
the Government of the United States, and according to your own 
argument its depreciation this day is owing to that cause, and no 
other. 

Now, sir, conceding that the strict letter of the contract with the 
public creditors allows the payment of all its bonds, even those issued 
since 1873, (for which gold in full was received,) ina coin depreciated 
by its own actsof demonetization, does it follow that such a construc- 
tion is the proper and rightful one as to the true spirit and intent ? 
Such a construction comes under the condemnation of the old legal 
maxim, Qui heret in litera heret in cortice: sticking like a worm in the 
bark and gnawing away that which protects the life of the fair and 
stately tree of national credit. 

Senators speak of restoring the silver dollar to its legal statu quo 
before the demonetization by remonetizing it. Sir, does not the obli- 
gation go further? If we are determined to restore the legal relation 
of silver to gold as it was before demonetization, ought we not to 
restore its actual relation also; to put it where it was in point of 
fact as well as of law ? 

The argument of the Senator from Missouri is ingenious. But the 
special pleading which he gives is supposed to be conducted as in a 
suit between two individuals before a court of law. This I respectfully 
submit is a fallacy. National credit is quite a different thing from 
individual credit. An individual is subject to the processes of Jaw. 
He can be compelled to comply by the judgment of court. Mortgages 
can be foreclosed upon his estate and execution will bind his goods 
and chattels. Not so with the nation. No lien can bind its prop- 
erty ; execution cannot issue against it. 

The security of any investment in its obligations rests not in legal 
enforcement. Then where is the security? It is in nothing buta 


'y 





524 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. JANUARY 24 





sentiment: good faith, national honor. What a frail tenure in one | of everremoving that impression from the mind of the business 






























































: : . . mbhre 
sense, and yet how strong in another. Let universal confidence be | no matter how strongly I may reiterate the oft repeated explanet os 
felt in that honor, and the credit of the nation rests upon a rock, and It has passed, it seems, beyond the power of correction, 4; he 
au earthquake cannot shake it; but let one breath of suspicion touch | same time I must be permitted to repel that statement. ‘The ty, 
it and it crumbles into irretrievable ruin. action which has attached to Mississippi the odium of repudiation is 
: Cicero, speaking of public faith, said: one in which that State disclaimed no debt which she had either ,, 
aw q i P » cele » : 
fei ' The state to its citizens apeabs through its own otatutes, decrees, and edicts; law or fact ve ee Nor did her people receive one dollar fp. 
th : but in treaties it speaks the language of universal justice and right as ordained by | !t- I have not the time to go into this matter now, even if it w, re 
Hh | the immortal gods. pertinent to this discussion. I will merely make one statement. Lis 
fen bo al ef : 4 . a a the constitution of Mississippi at that time no Legislature eon) 
en Sir, England has a gre ater cle bt than ours. The interest she has to pledge her credit to anybody or in behalf of anybody, jndiyid., = 
+H pay isouly 3 percent. What is the cause of this low rate? Nothing, corporate, except by the hone af Gue eaenamive Cegtelaver . “y or 
; » sentime -verywhere prevailing onfidence i ; ee ae atures and by 
j sir, but the —— " as rywhe a0 See -s a in the | vote in the interim of the people upon the act thus pledsing o 
Fs - oo ee t - ae ” We punisc epenit. ‘ _| credit. What I mean is, that it required that any statute which 
ti Ina W, yi all oo. he bce duc, Wwec moryeastres, * © PAY | joaned the credit of the State should first have to pass one Leginls. 
Be woe “ on en to oa she ¢ — — agen oe ow "The ture, then be submitted to the people, and, after certain formalities 
a — of Se weirs. — . od . c Ee pant, omy) oa saet = * k complied with, passed by a second Legislature. Sir, that act which 
ef. me interest is a ae ap by the a. + at e co ¢ has attached to Mississippi so long the odium of repudiation never 
} . % se a stime = Ale soe 18 See —— a lows. 1 Interest a8 | gig pass two successive Legislatures; it was never submitted to the 
2 a certain compensation against ultimate probable loss. people of Mississippi. It was passed by one Legislature, executes jz 
ia | Now, sir, the question in reference to the debt of this Government hot haste, and the proceeds of it were put in a private institr in 
x is not How shallit be paid? but How shall it becarried? Shall it be | anq never a dollar did the treasury or the people of that St ~ 
« amas o thes aie ich intere o lis ‘ : one 7 at State re- 
ne a ied w ae — eth —— a of high enters - a . ee. of | ceive of the money thus raised in violation of her fundamental laws, 
g tt rien , - porns ~~ * ae ee , ah ys tle It mr 102 | The business public, the commercial world, had notice of this funda. 
i . the —- pas the ~~ t = fe ‘ needa ar eat thi ve ors mental law of the State of Mississippi, and with that notice was 
if oo et eg ae beh ” i ——- et s Sg oye, superadded the proclamation of her executive forbidding any nego. 
| $20,000,000 a year by fanding In 4 per cent. bonds, which has been | tiation in these bonds thus unconstitutionally issued and illegally 
3} stopped simply by the pendency of this bill. 1 call attention for.a executed om 
; moment to the reply of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. BAILEY] Mr. RANDOLPH. If I do not interrupt the Senator, I think the 
net to the Lager nena 4 ee who was before the Committee on | senator from Mississippi and myself are not in exact agreement as to 
Fi Finance, showing this fact: what 1 intended to say yesterday. He speaks now of the Union Bank 
oy It is urged with much force, however, that the restoration of the silver dollar | bonds. I was speaking of the Planters’ Bank bonds. I do not care 
i and making it legal te nder manag fos the payment of Gahan, pails and prteste, to interrupt the Senator, and will only say that the Planters’ Bank 
5 wi preven Mw lunaing o © public cdevt at a lower rate o nterest, an ADLES » > > > 2 2 ro > . aaianine 
‘4 ee have been prepared showing the sums the Government will save by an abandon- bonds aes aeons ed by the ae of the State of Missi Sippl 
cea ment of silver. I have one of these tables now before me, prepared by Mr. Ellis, a | passed in 1832; that from 1832 to Is52 the interest was paid upon those 
ey banker in the city of Now York, and, as the newspapers say, read before a commit- | bonds, and that after that by the action of the people, which I regret 
‘ . J ’ . I I 7 
ee tec of the House of Representatives. 1 will read it: as much as he, the interest ceased to be paid. I said that was prac- 
} : I have made a table showing the amount to be gained, provided the Government tically re adisticn 
% ; can continue its tanding operations as at present, on the supposition that if the sil- y rep . . a 
x ver bill is passed and the principal and interest of the bonds are made payable in Mr. LAMAR. Mr. President, the charge of repudiation made 
fe ; silver, its funding operations will cease. I will now read you the figures : against Mississippi, and which has caused her to be held up to public 
ee i Amount of 6 per cent. bonds outstanding . ...... rr $729, 000, 000 reprehension, was not based upon her actien with reference to the 
i, ee pee ines sien eierinet +e see eae ane $43, 740,000 | }ianters’ Bank bonds, but wholly upon the transactions connected 
‘ Amount of 5 per cent. bonds outstanding ............... 408, , * » WIni . “hia ‘ai > re’ Bank bon 
oa PEER CERIO GRE c cc cnesscvrcecene secveevescccescocces scenes 35, 400, 000 ” ith the Union Bank bonds. The affair of the I lante cs Bank bonds 
‘ ‘i which came afterward involves a different line of considerations from 
re Detah .wovws-coresseoes — coecsnee eeerscccsncccssccees sees 79, 140,000 | which the Senator must excuse me now, as I wish to give this sub- 
If these bouds were funded at 4 per cent. the annualinterest would be. —_57, 480, 000 ject only a passing notice. 
» | Dsieial ental " ; Something was said in this discussion with reference to the bene- 
$ EE CE. ccone vtidubenttannneestzh popeecasoecessonsgess 21, 660,000] . : ; a 
aioe If the 4 per cent. bonds shall be paid at their maturity, say thirty fits which are to result to the producing classes by this measure, and 
; : 7 years, the total savings would be, not compounding interest. .....-. 649, 800,000 | also as to the motives which prompt the opposition to it. It has 
Te If the bonds should not be funded, and principal and interest should , “<== | been eaid that there are two cl im this country, one the producing 
ie 4 ve bonds o ot be ded, « . : ie . . 4 . iia 
: { be paid in ailver, and tho relative value of gold and s'lver should class engaged in the active business of life, the laboring class; the 
7a : continue as at present, say a difference of 8 per cent., the saving to other the capitalists of the country, those who derive their income 
* 5 the Government on the interest payments would be about ......... 196, 000, 000 | from fixed estates, rents, interest npon bonds and stocks; and that upon 
ate And on the principal would be about ........---+---eese--eereeeneee 115, 000, 000 | this question a conflict between these twoclasses hasarisen. Now, sir, 
Total, not compounding interest ............ pit. aw Seah 311, 000, 000 | 80 far as I have studied this subject I have seen nothing to jnstify such 
:7 i x nie tion that sendin dhe tn Rone anit tents Salt 1 classification. No man has greater respect and ees Oe - 
: ¥ NOW, upon ” sumption that we can Tunc y Geot in pe e nds, (anc - : ; { ‘ i mze 
i e t do not doubt that we will ) and upon the further assumption that the effect of the working classes than I. Sir, — the ~~ cag one sada rith tt . 
© ae legislation contemplated by these resolutions will prevent this fanding, the state. | brow and hardened hand and bent frame from his struggles with the 
# , ment makes outa strong case. The sum lost the Government is very large and | earth for the subsistence of himself and his family I stand in modest 
it : } exceeds $15,000,000 a year. oe ter o- fu'fillment of our obligation Soanag our | deference and respect. I know something of that class at home. I 
‘ $ credit? It may be injuriously affected for a time, not because of the fulfillment of ’ a ir hz re ‘ir su 
: ;% the obligations of the contract in their essence and spirit, but because of the dis- have felt the heart-warm grasp of their hands and a 7 the _s 4 
‘, : appointment of ureasonable expectations. But when time shall have cooled the | port all that I am. There is another class of workers, how¢ eee, 
4 : passions excited by these disappointments and the deliberate judgment of mankind | whom I am under a greater obligation than I am even to those who 
ee shall be provonuced, the sentence will be reversed, and our credit will be strength- | have worked the earth and the material agencies of nature. They 
i! caek Ry Se Gemaees SUR WHIES We howe Eagan Chetp agyeEt. are those men who work with the brain, who in silence and in their 
me S There is some force in this suggestion, but it is not satisfactory. It | closets develop the great laws which rule society, who trace the 
Sa may be that our credit will recover from the blow which would be | phenomena of human government to their original principles and 
+ ' i 4 given to it should our vindication be complete. But, sir, a character | discover the laws which control governments and socicties. They 
i ; ~ 





.S unassailed is immeasurably more precious to a nation than a character | are men of genius, men from whose brains flow the great thoughts of 
ak © vindicated. which constitutions and laws and institutions are the mere external 
ST aa e This is a most favorable opportunity for funding our national debt | embodiment. It is to them that I am indebted for the views which 
£9 As at a low rate of interest which may not come again. The conjuncture | control me in this vote, the men who are the true kings of earth, and 
.a 4 of events which has caused so much capital to be locked up, makes | who are really the authors of the considerations which have moved 
ESF it seek safe investments at interest so low as to be very slightly re- | the enlightened governments of Europe in the management of their 
ah munerative. This may not last a long time. It must soon look | finances. : 
a ; J for other investments. With anything like an improvement in busi- | As to the other class, called the bondholders, I know nothing per- 
i eae ness, investments will offer which will be more remunerative and the | sonally. Throughout the entire range of my acquaintance —_ - 
ne ih { opportunity which the present financial condition of the world and | but three persons I know who are the owners of United States pom . 
“Ee the disturbed political condition of other nations now afford may | Will the Senate bear with me while I state who they are? One - 
ef pass from us never to return. distinguished lawyer, one of the most upright men I ever kne " 
eee 1 distinctly state here that I believe that the purpose of all is to | one whose rectitude in all the relations of life, be they to ao 
reel uphold the national credit. I am only stating what the dear-bought | or man, seems to be unexceptionable, a model to all who ane . ; 
i eae ie experience of nations has shown, that when the legislation of a nation | of intellect, integrity, and honor. He has never handled a ; : . 
BY et is injurious to the interests of those who, trusting its honor, have in- | that he did not earn by the toil of hand and brain, or that he = = 
H ia vested loans of money to it, borrowed especially in its struggle for | collect and pay over to his client. After making provision ho 
Fy national preservation, their complaints and assaults, however unjust, | family and benefactions to the poor and distressed which went ob 
wy : will injure its credit, and the injury is always irreparable. I have | erous and munificent, he found himself at the end of each year his 
4 ii had an illustration of this in the last few days. a small surplaus.of means. Being no speculator, never having oa 7 
i : A Senator, in a not unkind spirit, referred to the State of Missis- | life, I suppose, bought or sold for profit, and there nemeg ne eels 
r tE£ sippi as having repudiated her debt. Mr. President, I have no hope | in Mississippi in which a man could at that time invest with secul), 
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for, alas! in my State property was poorer than labor and a more 
-rievous burden than poverty—having no other means of investment 
., hand, he simply bought United States bonds as a deposit of his 
fonds. Another was an old farmer who, by long years of industry 
and frngality and virtue, amassed sufficient fortune to purchase him 
a plantation in his declining years. The fortunes of war swept 
on ay everything from him except his real estate, which in 1865, be- 
fore the desolating furies of reconstruction came down there and de- 
youred everything, he sold, and bought just enough of bonds to bring 
him an income of $1,200 a year. Upon that income the old man with 
his aged wife lives in a small cottage, educating their boys in our col- 
lege near my little town. There is still another, a widow woman 
with three children. Her husband was a merchant. His affairs be- 
ing wound up just before his death and his small estate converted 
into money, and there being no other investment, Government bonds 
were bought and with the income of those bonds they find shelter 
and raiment and food and education for the three little girls. 

Sir, these are the only bloated bondholders that I know of in all 
this world. It is true that they get a very smallincome. By the 
way, let me say that there is not an investment in this country less 
remunerative than the bonds of this Government. There is scarcely 
ay avocation that does not pay alarger percentage than United States 
ponds, when you consider the premium upon them and the small rate 
of interest that they bring. The men who make their fortunes by 
large and extortionate jobs are not the men who invest in these secu- 
rities, it seems to me, although I confess I know but little about it. 

It is true, as I was going to say, that the persons to whom I have 


just referred do draw semi-annually their small income in gold; but, | 
inasmuch as we are told that greenbacks are the best currency we | 


ever had, surely those who think so ought not to complain if they 
are paid in one that is not so good; but if they insist upon the in- 
jastice of the discrimination of paying the bondholder in gold and 
the laborer, and soldiers, and sailors, in greenbacks, I trust they will 
cease to tind fault with those of us who wish to pay the soldier, the 
sailor, and the laborer in the same coin that is paid to the bondholder. 


I repeat, I do not believe that the classification is a correct one. I | 


do not believe that any such distinction exists in this country as that 
which places all the capitalists on one side and all the producing 
classes on the other. It is impossible that it should be so in a coun- 
try of institutions like ours. Sir, property is too shifting, fortunes 
are too mutable here to organize society upon auy such basis. Men 
who are laborers in a few years by industry and energy become cap- 
italists, while those who were capitalists become in the mutations of 
fortune and the laws of trade among the class of laborers. There is 
not a citizen of this great Republic who can ever vote against the 
laboring classes of this conntry without striking a cruel blow at the 
interests of some of his own descendants, who are destined in the 
course of human events to swell the ranks of the laboreys of this 
country; nor, on the other hand, can any man cast a vote against 
the capital class of this country that will not throw obstructions in 
the way of his own posterity. 

I cannot forget one thing, that we of the South at least owe much 
of the success of the opposition which has been made to the repressive 
policy of this Government to the conservative iniluence which capi- 
tal has exerted in the politics of this country. But for that, I do not 
know that Mississippi, and Alabama, and Arkansas, and Florida would 


not this day be under the iron rule of the force bills which were de- | 


feated but a few years ago. Much has been said about the city of 
New York, New York City has been most generally democratic, and 
she has often stood by the South when popular majorities elsewhere 
were hostile. 

_Sir, L again insist that it cannot be maintained that any such dis- 
tinction exists between the two classes in this country or that it ever 
did exist. Sir, where have the commercial class and the planting 
class of the South been in every struggle in which the interests of 
labor were concerned? In the revolutionary war to what class did 
John Hancock, of Massachusetts, and Charles Carroll, of Maryland, 
aud George Washington, of Virginia, belong? What did they say 
in the Declaration of Independence ? 


We mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor. 


Did they risk fortune or life grudgingly because the success of their 
catise Was to raise the great body of their laboring fellow-country- 
men to a freer and broader and higher life? Who in 1812 defied the 
power of England in all her might, to protect the humblest citizen 
who by his labor contributed to our wealth and to our glory? Sir, 
Where will you find the champions of free trade, the opponents of 
extravagant taxation, the steady opponents of moneyed monopolies 
and the Speculations of those who are not capitalists, but who by 
congressional plunder seek to make themselves capitalists? Who but 
the democratic representatives of every class in this country—the 
farmers of the West, the merchants of the North, and the planters 
of the South ? 

Why, sir, were not the planters of the South at the time they were 
denounced as bloated slaveholders, as an effete aristocracy, always 
considered as the sure allies of the democracy of the North? They 
stood always by the laboring classes of the North, and with Jefferson 
and Madison and Jackson and Polk as Presidents always kept the power 
of capital from interlacing itself with the powers of government ; 
aud whatever else may be laid to their charge they maintained their 
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fidelity to the interests of the laboring classes of the North down te 
the very time of the extinction of their influence in this Government. 
I say this becanse I speak of what I have witnessed. 
amid the closing scenes of that influence. One of them I can never 
forget. I remember hearing on this floor the then distinguished Sen- 
ator from New York, (Mr. Seward,) who has even become more con- 
spicuons in the more eventful times which have come since, declare 
that the power had departed from the South; that the scepter was 
now taken from her hand, and that henceforth the great North, 
stronger in population and in the roll of sovereign States, would grasp 
the power of government and become responsible for its administra- 
tion. I am aware that I listened to him with impatience and perhaps 
with prejudice. For it seemed to me that he spoke in a spirit of ex- 
ultation that scarcely realized the magnitude of the task about to 
devolve upon him and his associates. It struck me that he spoke in 
a spirit far removed from that sadness and solemnity which I think 
always weighs upon the mind and the heart of the truly great man 
in the presence of a grave crisis of national life. 

I remember the answer that was made to him by a South Carolina 
Senator, Governor Hammond, who sat near where my friend from 
Indiana [Mr. VooRuEES] nowsits. He was surrounded by a circle of 





I was here 


| southern statesmen whom no future generation will see surpassed in 


ability or purity, be the glory of our growth, as I trust it will be, 
unrivaled in the history of nations. There was James M. Mason, the 
square and massive simplicity of whose character and purity stands 
monumental in our annals. There was his accomplished colleague, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, whose clear and broad statesmanship found 
fitting expression in a scholarly eloquence that drew friends and 
opponents into the same circle of admiring affection. There was 
Slidell, with his shrewd and practical wisdom, and, near him, J. P. 

Jenjamin, whose astuteness and skill and eloquence and learning 
have since rebuilt his fame and his fortune in that Olympic field of 
mental contliet, the great courts of Westminster. There was Robert 
Toombs, who never spoke without striking at the heart of big thoughts 

, s : £ 

and kindling the ideas of all who listened to him. There was Clement 
C. Clay, the cultured student whose heart was the sanctuary of lofty 
feeling and stern principle. There was Albert G. Brown, from my own 
State, who never had an aspiration not in sympathy with the wants 
and feelings of his own people, who yet was never overawed by their 
prejudices or swerved from his convictions by their passions. There 
was another—Jetferson Davis—Mr. President, shall I not be permitted 
to mention his name in this free American Senate which has been so 
free to discuss and condemn what it has adjudged to be his errors— 
one who has been the vicarious sufferer for his people, the solitude of 
whose punishment should lift him above the gibe and the jeer of 
popular passion—but whose words will stand forever upon the record 
of history ; not in defiance, not in triamph, bu‘ as the sad and grand 
memoranda of the earnest spirit, the lofty motives of the mighty 
struggle, which, however mistaken in its ends and disastrous in its 
results, Was inaugarated by those who believed it to be in the interest 
of representative liberty and constitutional government. 

Among these, and surrounded by others like them, the Senator from 
South Carolina, with that noble presence which lives in the memory 
of all who ever saw him, addressed to his Northern associates on this 
floor the words which I have never seen in print from that day to 
this, but which I can never forget; and which, if the Senate will 
permit me, I will here repeat : 

Sir, what the Senator says is true. The power has passed from our hands into 
yours; but do not forget, it cannot be forgotten, it is written upon the brighest 
pace of history, that we the slave-holders of the South took our country in her in- 

ancy, and after ruling her for sixty out of seventy years of her existence, we re- 

turn her to you without a spot upon her honor, matchless in her splendor, ineal- 
culable in her power, the pride and admiration of the world. Time will show 
what you will do with her, but no time can dim our glory or diminish your re- 
sponsibility. 

Sir, it is not for me to say what has been done with it. The ar- 
raignment of the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES] is still be- 
fore the country. There is testimony, however, by a witness who 
may be regarded as more impartial—a judge sterner than he ; I wiil 
read what he says: 

My own public life has been a very brief and insignificant one, extending little 
beyond the duration of a single term of senatorial oilice; but in that brief period 
I have seen five jadges of a high court of the United States driven from office by 
threats of impeachment for corruption or maladministration. I have heard the 
taunt, from friendliest lips, that when the United states presented herself in the 
east to take part with the civilized world in generous competition in the arts of 
life, the only product of her institutions in which she surpassed all others beyond 
question was her corruption. I have seen in the State in the Union foremost in 
power and wealth four judges of her courts impeached for corruption and the 
political administration of her chief city become a disgrace and a by-word through- 
out the world. I have seen the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs in 
the House, now a distinguished member of this court, rise in his place and demand 
the expulsion of four of his associates for making sale of their oilicial privilege of 
selecting the youths to be educated at our great military school. When the great- 
est railroad of the world, binding togther the continent and uniting the two great 
seas which wash our shores, was finished, I have seen our national triumph and 
exaltation turned to bitterness and shame by the unanimous reports of three com- 
mittees of Congress—two of the House and one here—that every step of that mighty 
enterprise had been taken in fraud. I have heard in highest places the shameless 
doctrine avowed by men grown old in public office that the true way by which 
power should be gained 10 the Republic is to bribe the people with the oflices 
created for their service, and the true end for which it should be used when gained 
is the promotion of selfish ambition and the gratitication of personal revenge. 


have heard that suspicion haunts the footseps of the trusted companions of the 
President. 


These things have passed into history. The Hallam or the Tacitus of the Sis- 
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mundi or the Macaulay who writes the annals of our time will record them with | 
his inex« le pen. And now, when a high Cabinet officer, the constitutional ad 

viser of xecutive, flees from ottice before charges of corruption, shall the his- 
toria ld that the Senate treated the demand of the people for its judgment of 


condemnation as a farce and laid down its high functions before the sophistries 








and jeers of the criminal lawyer? Shall be speculate about the pretty political 
calculations as to the effect on one party or the other which induced his judges to 
connive at the escape of the great public criminal? Or, on the other hand, shall | 


he close the chapter by narrating how these things were detected, reformed, and 
punished by constitutional processes which the wisdom of our fathers devised for 


us, and the virtue and purity of the people found their vindication in the justice 
of the Senate / 


Mr. President, we, the successors of these men, are here to-day. By 
a policy which is a noteworthy fact in the nineteenth century, we 
have come to mingle with the Representatives from the States of this | 
Union in a common council for the good of this country. We come 
no longer as representatives of the capital interests of the South. We 
come not as the mere allies of the laboring-men of the North any 
longer, but as laborers ourselves, every one of us and every one of our 
constituents taught the stern lesson of necessity of earning our bread in 
theeweatofour face. But, sir,we come with our convictions unchanged 
as to the necessity of the laboring classes of this country being pro- 
tected in all their rights and in all their interests, for when that class 
sinks the entire fabric of our society must sink and crumble; but 
we come believing that they are honest, that they are patient, that 
they are self-reliant and true to their obligations, and that what it 
is their duty to do they will feel it is to their interest todo. We have 
differed among ourselves upon this great question; but of one thing | 
the world may be assured, that no southern Senator representing 
southern people will give a vote upon either side of it which is not 
designed on the one hand to protect the laboring classes of this coun- 
try alike with its capital or on the other that will not preserve un- 
tarnished the sacred honor of America. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Morrity in the chair.) The 
question ison the amendment proposed by the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. CONKLING,] which will be read. 

The Curer CLERK. The amendment is to strike out in the first 
line of the resolution the words “ the IJouse of Lepresentatives concur- 
ring therein,” and insert in lieu thereof “ and House of Representatives | 
of the United States in Congress assembled ;” so that, if amended, the 
resolution will read : 





Resolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the United States of America 
tn Congress assembled, &c. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from New York goes upon the ground that as this is a resolution 
requiring the concurrence not only of the Senate but also of the 
House of Representatives it falls within the constitutional provision 
which requires that it shall go to the President of the United States 
for his approval. 

Mr. CONKLING. Notat all. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I would thank my friend to state the pur- 
Osc. 

: Mr. CONKLING. That suggestion never occurred to me in con- 
nection with it. On the contrary I supposed that it is entirely com- 
petent for the two Houses, separately or together, to declare an 
opinion in decorous terms upon any question which it is decorous to 
discuss. 1 endeavored toexplain,—I thought I did,—with some clear- 
ness, my motive for offering this amendment. I will endeavor to 
restate it. 

‘The resolution proceeds upon the idea that the topic to which it 
relates is of suflicient consequence to invoke an expression or decla- 
ration by national authority. Assuming that, (which of course I do 
not deny,) it struck me that it was important that the declaration 
should be authentic, effectual, full; that it should be a legislative 
declaration as that term has been long known to the world and to 
courts. Inasmuch, therefore, as the Constitution of the United States 
deposits a part, one-sixth part, of the whole law-making power with 
the President of the United States, it seemed to me that his participa- 
tion in a legislative declaration upou a subject so important ought 
not to be dispensed with; and therefore, without challenging at all 
the right to pass a concurrent and to refuse to pass a joint resolution, 
l suggested that the resolution should be joint and not concurrent. 
It may be—unless I am trespassing on the time of the Senator from 
Ohio by protracting my reply—that something which took place pri- 
vately the other day between myself and that Senator on this subject 
may have suggested to him the idea with which he began ; but if so, 
he misunderstood me, and I may as well explain to him in public as 
otherwise how that arose 

Another member of the Senate invited my attention to the line of 
demarkation, wherever it might run, between a resolution which un- 
der the clause of the Constitution alluded to by the Senator from 
Ohio it was competent for the two Houses to adopt as a concurrent 
resolution, and that other species of resolution upon which the pro 
visions of the Constitution now in the hands of the Senator would 
operate, Which provision ordains that the signature of the President 
shall be aflixed to every order and resolution, save only resolutions 
of the kind of which exception is made. That question having been 
asked of me, I endeavored to recall a decision made by the Supreme 
Court, and, as was most natural for a reason which I need not state, I 
applied to the honorable Senator from Ohio, knowing as I do how very | 








| the right of the two Houses of Congress to express an op 


| him that there is no impropriety in this mode. He says, and yu 


vast and very accurate is his knowledge not only of the pring, 
law but of the cases which illustrate those principles; aud afters, 
consultation I sent for the case, which I showed to him, bat I lhe : 
say to him, not at all with a view of disputing the propriciy 
technical matter of such a resolation as is now proposed. eae 

Mr. THURMAN. Iam very glad to find that I was noder 
prehension, and that the Senator from New York does y: 
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as is contained in this resolution, by a concurrent resolution, byt +)... 
he only puts his amendment upon an objection to the propriety 
the mode here proposed. I think thata little reflection wi|; 


léty of 


show 


truly, that if this resolution should pass, and thereby have the oy. 
probation of both Houses of Congress, and then should have ¢), 
approbation of the President of the United States, it would haye tix 
authority of two departments of this Government. So it would. Mr 
President, have the authority of two departments of the Govern. 
ment; but so far as the opinion of Congress is concerned, whicl is 
what is aimed at by my colleague in introducing this resolutioy. 1), 
assent or the dissent of the President of the United States could neitho, 
add tothe weight of the resolution nor subtract anything from it, | 
think, therefore, that there is no objection to the form of this resol). 
tion, which calls for an opinion simply by the two Houses of Coy 
gress; and unless some other Senator entertains doubts, which my 
friend from New York now freely confesses he does not, as to whether 
this comes within the provision of the Constitution, I do vot feel a: 
liberty to take up the time of the Senate in endeavoring to showy 
that it does not fall within that constitutional provision which re. 
quires that resolutions, orders, and votes that need the concurrence 
of both Houses, shall be sent to the President for his approval. There 
is a class of cases which have now come to be called subjects for 
concurrent resolutions which need not go to the President at all, 
Those which must go to the President are now in legislative parlance 
called joint resolutions. Concurrent resolutions relate to a number 
of subjects, such as the rules of the two Houses, the police of this 
Capitol, and many other things, and among them the declaration of 
opinion by the Houses themselves, where they see fit to make a 
declaration. 

Mr. President, it is not my purpose to speak on this subject until 
the bill shall come under the consideration of the Senate. | did feel 
somewhat disposed to speak on this resolution, and to speak ata 
somewhat earlier day; but I found so many Senators disposed to 
speak upen it that I did not feel at liberty to take up the time which 
they wished to occupy, knowing that I should have an opportunity 
to express my views brietly—for I do not intend to trespass upon tli 
Senate by a long speech—when the bill itself should come up fo 
consideration. There is only one thing that I wish to say now. | 
desire to correct an error into which Senator after Senator has fallen, 
as it seems tome. Senator after Senator has spoken of the coinage 
act of 1873 as the enactment which demonetized silver. Mr. Presi- 
dent, it did no such thing. 1 wish to call the attention of the Senate 
to that act to show how great a mistake that is. It has been sup- 
posed that the fifteenth section—for that is the only one which bears 
on the subject—of the coinage act, approved February 12, 1575, de- 
monetized the silver dollar of 412} grains. It did no such thing. 
That section reads as follows: 

Sec. 15. That the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half 
dollar or fifty-cent piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-tive-cent piece, a dime or ten 
cent piece ; and the weight of the trade-dollar shall be 420 grains troy ; the weight 
of the balf dollar shall be 12 grams (grammes) and one-half of a gram, (grammy 
the quarter dollar and the dime shall be, respectively, one-half and one-fifth of the 
weight of said half-dollar; and said coins— 

Mark it, “said coins ”— 
shall be a legal tender at their nominal value for any amount not exceeding § in 
any one payment. 

What were the “coins” that are thus declared to be legal tender 
for $5, and no more? First, the trade-dollar. That is declared to 
be a legal tender for $5, and no more; but the trade-dollar was never 
intended for circulation in the United States; it was a mistake to 
make it a legal tender at all, and that mistake was corrected af " 
years afterward by repealing this clause which makes it a legal 
tender. It never was intended as a part of the circulating medium 
in the United States, but was coined expressly for the Japanese and 
Chinese trade. For that alone was it coined. That was the sole 
object of its institution and its coinage. Then what are the other 
“said coins” which are legal tender for $5 and no more? They are 
the subsidiary coins, the half dollar, the quarter dollar, and the ten- 
cent piece. But this act makes no change in their legal-tender qua- 
ity, nor in the weight or fineness of those subsidiary coins. Phey re- 
mained legal tender just as they had been ever since 153. In 15 
these subsidiary coins were reduced in their weight. Prior to that, 
two half dollars were equal in value to a dollar of 4124 grains; _ 
it was then supposed that it was necessary to reduce their weight ° 
order to keep the subsidiary coins in this country, just as Great Brit- 
ain has overvalued the English shilling in order to keep it 1 GN" . 
Britain as change. They were therefore made less in weight, = 
two half dollars or four quarters or ten dimes were not equal t > 
dollar of 412} grains; and they were made legal tender simp!y The 
amount of 8 and no more. "That was the legislation of. 1-3. o 
coinage act of 1473 does not change that in the slightest degree ') 
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respect to the subsidiary coins. The consequence, therefore, is that 
this act of 1873 did not affect legal tender in this country one iota 
xcept that it made the trade-dollar a legal tender for $5 in any one 
comm which was, as I have said, an oversight, and was very 
shortly afterward corrected. ; , 

” Tsay, then, it was not by the coinage act of 1873 that the dollar of 
412} grains was demonetized. How was it done? It was done by 
the passage of the Revised Statutes in 1874, and what were these 
Revised Statutes? The Revised Statutes were a compilation au- 
thorized by Congress to be made by certain commissioners appointed 
py the President. What were they authorized to do? To change 
the law? No, sir; they had no more authority to change the law 
than any man who walks the streets of Washington ; they had no 
right to change it in any single particular that altered its meaning; 
they had no right to enact any new law, and they did not pretend to 
doso. What did they do? They made their report. It came in the 
form of a bill. What was that bill; what was its title? What is 
the title of the Revised Statutes as given in their bill? “ Revised 
Statutes of the United States, passed at the first session of the Forty- 
third Congress, 1873-74; embracing the statutes of the United States, 
general and permanent in their nature, in force on the Ist day of 
December, 1573, as revised and consolidated by commissioners ap- 
pointed under an act of Congress.” be 

The volume purports simply to be a compilation of the statutes of 
the United States in force December 1, 1873, not any new enactment, 
not any change of the laws from what they were on the Ist of De- 
cember, 1273, but simply a compilation in a convenient form of the 
laws as they existed on the 1st day of December, 1873. What was 
the law on the Ist day of December, 1873, on the subject of legal 
tender? The silver dollar of 4124 grains was then by the law of the 
jand a full legal tender for all debts, public and private. No man 
can deny it. It is useless to say that it was not in existence. There 
was the law; there was the power of the Government to put these 
silver dollars in existence to any extent which it saw fit. There was 
a legal right to coin them and to coin them to any extent that the 
Government saw fit tocoin them. Why, sir, this argument that they 
were not then in existence might just as well be made against gold. 
Were there gold eagles or half eagles or quarter eagles or gold dollars 
enough to pay the debt of the United States, much less the debts of 
the whole public and all private individuals? Nobody pretends it; 
yet gold coin was a legal tender and the Government had the poten- 
tiality to coin it to meet any demand of the people or of the Govern- 
ment for its existence; and just in the same way the silver dollar 
was full legal tender and the Government possessed the potentiality 
to coin it to any extent to which public policy or justice required it 
to be coined. 

Here, then, were these Revised Statutes declaring themselves on 
their face to be the laws that were in force on the lst day of Decem- 
ber, 1673. As I have said, at that time the silver dollar of 412} 
grains was full legal tender for all debts, public and private. But 
what was found in this book after it saul after it passed without 
reading, after it passed asI saw it without ever the package contain- 
ing the bill being untied on your Clerk’s desk, but the bill simply 
read by its title; what was found init? There was found in it what 
I will read. Remember that the fifteenth section of the coinage act 
was only one section in an act containing sixty-seven sections and 
there it belonged. Itsaid that “the said coins,” thatis the trade-dol- 
lar, the half dollar, the quarter dollar, the dime, shall be “a legal 
tender for $5 in any one payment,” not touching the dollar of 4124 
grains; but now these revisers of the statutes, taking that section 
out of the “ coinage” and clapping it under the head of “ legal tender” 
and striking out the word “said,” produced this thing which passed 
the Senate and passed the House, without I venture to say ten men 
in either body ever knowing that there was any such thing in the 
bill or would be in the law: 

Src. 3586. The silver coins of the United States shall be a legal tender at their 
nominal value for any amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment. 

Mr. KERNAN, Will it interrupt the Senator for me to read sec- 
tion 17 of the coinage act? 


Sec. 17. That no coins, either of gold, silver, or minor coinage, shall hereafter 
be issned from the mint other than those of the denominations, standards, and 


Weights herein set forth. 
Then section 15 says “that the silver coins of the United States 
shall be,” enumerating them, and section 17 says no other coins shall 
be coined. Is not that dropping or getting rid of making any more 
silver dollars ? : 
Mr. THURMAN. Not at all, Mr. President. In the first place, sup- 
Pose 1t was a prohibition for the time being upon future coinage, how 
does that change the legal-tender act of 1837, which declared that 
- dollar of 412} grains should be full legal tender? Suppose the 
yovernment had said “For the time being we will coin no more sil- 
ver dollars ;” in the first lace, does that take away the legal-tender 
quality from the dollars that we had coined and which were in ex- 
unas Can any man say that? And yet it is taken away if these 
annee Statutes are to have full force and effect, for the Revised 
‘atutes are in as broad language as can be, and, not speaking on the 
subject of coinage, but spea 
title of “ Legal Tender,” say that— 
vale sare ents of the United States shall be a legal tender at their nominal 
y Amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment. 


This provision undertakes to dispose of the whole subject and to 
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say that the silver dollar of 4124 grains, whenever coined, though 
there were millions of them in existence, if such were the fact, or 
millions of them should be hereafter coined, should only be legal 
tender for $5 and no more. 

The seventeenth section of the coinage act to which my friend from 
New York (Mr. KERNAN] has alluded is this: 

That no coins, either of gold or silver or minor coinage, shall hereafter be issued 
from the mint other than those of the denominations, standards, and weights 
herein set forth. 

What is that but a simple coinage regulation? How could it affect 
the legal-tender act? How could it atfeet the previous act, which 
stood unrepealed, that the silver dollar should bea full legal tender? 
It could not affect it in the slightest degree. It is not contended that 
it is an express repeal of the law which made the silver dollar a full 
legal tender. Is it a repeal by implication, then? To be so, the in- 
consistency must be so great that both cannot stand, as every lawyer 
understands; it must be so manifest that one or the other statute 
must get out of the way. And pray where is the inconsistency ? 
The Government says: “ For the time being, as long as we see tit, we 
will coin no more of these dollars.” Where is the inconsistency be- 
tween that and the legal-tender act? Suppose—and I put it to my 
friend from New York, who is so good a lawyer—suppose this seveu- 
teenth section were repealed to-day, and suppose that this portion 
of the Revised Statutes were also repealed, and then we go on and 
coin silver dollars of 4124 grains, reviving the old act, would there 
be any doubt that they would be a full legal tender? Suppose the 
old act remained unrepealed by any express statute and that this 
seventeenth section of the coinage act were stricken out by repeal 
from the statutes, would there be any doubt that the legal-tender 
act of 1837 or 1853, whichever year it was, remained in full force, 
and that if we saw fit to go on and coin the dollar of 4124 grains it 
would under that old legislation be afull legal tender? No, sir; there 
cannot be any doubt about it. 

I say, then, that although I admit, and I think without its being 
understood by the great body of the two Houses who passed it, that 
the coinage act of 1873 was a step in the direction of discontinuing 
the silver dollar, the act demonetizing it never took effect until it 
was passed in that section of the Revised Statutes of 1274 which I 
have quoted. 

I think this is somewhat material, because a great deal has been 
said abont the injustice that would be done to persons who have pur- 
chased the public securities since the passage of the coinage act of 
1873. If lam right in what I have said, they must come down nearly 
eighteen months and say since June, 1874. When [ come to speak 
upon this subject, if I shall be able to do so, I shall endeavor in my 
feeble way to show that no injustice will be done to any such parchaser 
by restofing the silver dollar. I shall endeavor to show—I do not 
know that I shall either, for it has been demonstrated as plainly as 
any problem in Euclid is demoastrated—that theve can be no such 
injustice, for every man who purchased a bond purchased it with a 
declaration on its face that it was payable in coin of the standard 
valne of July 14, 1870. 

But there is another class of people who have to be answered, and 
that is those who have loaned money or sold property since the pas- 
sage of the Revised Statutes, and who say: “ We have the right to be 
paid in gold, and you shall not pay us in silver.” I hope to be able 
to show when I come to speak on this subject that no injury will be 
done to them by the remonetization of silver, but that perfect and 
equal justice will be done to them as well as to a!1 others. 

But, sir, I said that I was not going to speak on this silver question 
to-day, and I have almost drifted off into a speech. At the proper 
time I hope to say something in support of the remonetization of sil- 
ver when the bill comes up. I hope not to occupy much time of the 
Senate, and it cannot be necessary, for this subject has been most 
thorougbly discussed and there is very little more to be said about it. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, I did not at any time in this debate 
express any opinion as to whether dollars of 4124 grains, which had 
been coined before 1873, would or would not continue a legal tender. 
This is not a question that I have bestowed thought upon. It 
is not of any practical importance. We all know that there were 
and are no considerable amount of such dollars in existence any where. 
They had gone abroad as bullion years before 1873, and I gave no 
thought to that matter. But I do ask to say a word about this law 
to which the Senator from Ohio has alluded, I did say what I be- 
lieved when I spoke before and what I believe now, notwithstanding 
I differ with the very distinguished jurist [Mr. THURMAN] who has 
just taken his seat, that the law of 1873 did practically reduce and 
limit the silver coin of the United States for the future to those coins 
named in the fifteenth section of the act of 1873. I did understand 
the learned Senator from Ohio before his attention was called to the 
seventeenth section of the act of 1273, and that was the reason I called 
his attention toit, to say that there was nothing in this law that pre- 
vented the Government from going on and coining, after the law of 
1873 was enacted, the dollar of 4124 grains. Now let us see whether, 
dealing with lawyer or layman, any man could conceive for one mo- 
meni after this law of 1573 was passed that this Government without 


ing simply upon legal tender, under the | changing its laws conld coin dollars of 412} grains and tender them 
| in payment. 


First, the fourteenth section declares: 


That the gold coins of the United States shall be a one-dollar piece, which, at the 
standard weight of 25.8 grains, shall be the unit of value. 


Thus destroying the dollar of 412} grains of silver as the unit of 
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value as it had existed before that time by our coinage laws. It then 
declares that qnarter eagles, &c., enumerating all the gold coins 
known to our law, should be coined, and says: 

Which coins shall be a legal tender in all payments at their nominal value when 
not below the standard weight and limit of tolerance provided in this act for the 
sinyle piece 

Congress declared in this section what shall be the legal-tender coin 
of the United States. Then comes section 15, which declares: 


That the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half dollar 


or filty-cent piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-tive-cent piece, a dime or ven-cent 
pl coe, 


When we declare by law that the silver coins of the United States 


shall be these coins do we not exclude all others as silver coius of the 
United States? 
The fifteenth section further declares: 


And said coins sball be 9 legal tender at their nominal value for any amount not 
exceeding $5 in any one payment. 


Then the seventeenth section of the same law says: 
That no coins, either of gold, silver, or minor coinage, shall hereafter be issued 





option to pay in one of two coins, those coins being its lega}-tona 

money, abolished one of the two, they acted upon that contract 2 
to the holder, and they cannot go back upon it and say ike > 
change it back again if they can make by doing 80, especially ; = 
the parties who bought the bonds while the law said that once: 
but one legal-tender coin of this Government in existence and th ~ 
was gold coin. The bonds issued in 1874 were to be paid in sale at 
the United States of the standard value of July, 1870. The coi; i 
July, 1870, by law, was the silver dollar or 4124 grains and gold. 
When the Government demonetized silver, when the Government 
made it no longer coin and thereafter issued their bonds payable in 
coin, they were in legal effect payable in the gold coin. This y 
the only coin that existed by our law. Suppose an individual ened 
negotiable notes payable in one of two coins or one of two articles: 
we know that the law is that the maker has the option in which he 
will pay. If, then, for any reason or without reason, he publishes - 
the world that he will pay the paper in one of the coins or one art). 
cle, would not the court, as to every man who bought the negotiahle 
paper relying on this assurance, say: “Sir, you made your elect .: 


from the Mint other than those of the denominations, standards, and weights 
herein set forth, namely— 

Those declared in the fifteenth section to be the silver coins of the 
United States. Conceding, therefore, that by the law of 1369 and by 
the law of 1470 the bonds were to be paid in coin of the United 
States, which meant either gold or silver coin of the then standard 
value, nevertheless when we passed this law of 1473 did we not say 
to the world, the coin of the United States, tie practical ¢ in which is 
money of the United States, which is a legal tender, is gold coin 
onlyt The law forbade the coinage of any silver dollars of 412} 
grains; the law declared that the silver coins of the United States 
should be the trade-dollar and the minor coins. When we declared 
this, did we not tell the world that the coins we prescribed by the law 
of 1573 were the only legal coins of the United States? The law of 
1469 says we are to pay the bonds previously issued in coin, and coin 
does not mean a of a particular weight; it means coined metal, 
legal-tender money, which the man who receives it can by our law 
pay out as legal-tender money in the discharge of his debts. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Will the Senator from New York allow me to 
interrupt him a moment to ask him a question ? 

Mr. KERNAN. Certainly. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I will ask him this question: Do not the ob- 
ligations contained in the bonds of the United States, instead of 
being to pay coin as he repeats it, read to pay coin of the standard 
value of July 14, 1870? 

Mr. KERNAN. That is the language of the law of 1870. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Do not all the bonds, five per cents, four-and- 
one-half percents, and four percents, issued either under the authority 
of that act or the act of 1875 authorizing and requiring the resump- 
tion of specie payments, refer back to coin of the standard value of 
July 14, 1870? 

Mr. KERNAN. Yes; I will concede that for the purposes of my 
argument. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Very well; then how is it possible—— 

Mr. KERNAN. Now let me answer. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I have not asked the question yet. 

Mr. KERNAN. Oh! The Senator had asked two, I thought. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. How is it possible, if that be the case, that the 
subsequent act of 1573, which dropped from the list of the coins of 
the United States the silver dollar, has any effect upon the contract 
which refers to coins of the standard value of a prior date ? 

a Mr. KERNAN. I willanswer. Now, conceding that while the law 

8 it existed in July, 1870, remained unaltered, the Government at its 
option could coin and pay either the gold coin or the silver dollar in 
discharge of the bonds it was bound to pay in legal-tender coin of the 
United States, and as long as it kept those two, the gold and the silver 
dollar, legal-tender coin, L concede for the purposes of this argument 
that these bonds were payable in either; but when the Government 
that made the bonds chose to make an election or option and declared 
to the world by its law that theonly coin known to its laws as legal- 
tender coin, should be gold coins, how can we justly say that the 
holder of the bonds, orthose that thereafter purchased them, had not 
a right to rely on this law, and that the bonds would be paid in the 
gold coin? Is it good faith for the Government, when silver has be- 
come depreciated, to repeal the law of 1573 and authorize the coinage 
of depreciated silver dollars and tender these in payment ? 

For the argument, I concede that while the laws of 1569 and 1870 
stand in force either gold coin or the silver dollar might be tendered 
in payment; but when the Government by statute abolished one of 
these coins did it not say to the world that payment of the bonds 
should be made in the other; the silver dollar is abolished; our 
coin is gold only; we will pay the bonds in this? 

I have no feeling about this beyond a desire that we do what is 
right and honest and in good faith and for the credit of this Govern- 
ment and the permanent, best interest of our people. 

Mr. RANDOLPI. May I interrupt the Senator a moment ? 

Mr. KERNAN. Certainly. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I want to enforce his answer to the Senator 
from Ohio by saying that in my opinion when the option ceased, as 
it did cease by the act of 1873, there is no power upon the part of 
the Government to revive that option. That is the point I make. 

Mr. KERNAN. I think that when this Government, having an 





you said you elected to pay in one article, in one coin; we will estoy 
you, and good faith and equity require us to estop you, from chanv- 
ing that election as to any party who bought in good faith?” ? 

I want to add one thing in this connection. It has been said bere 
and pressed as an argument—I do not know why it should be— 
that these bonds are held by rich men, and therefore for some reason 
the inference is apparently to be drawn that we should vote other. 
wise than we should if they were held by poor men. I know no such 
distinction. Every man, thank God, in this country has a right to 
stand and does stand equal before the law, whether he is poor or rich, 
But it is not true that these bonds are held only by the rich. I hold 
in my hand the report of the superintendent of the bank department 
of the State of New York for the year 1877, and I call the attention cf 
Senators to the fact that this relates to a class of savings-banks pot 
of discount, but really trustees for those who have smal! savings to 
lay by. Thesavings-banks receive from parties who have small! means 
and invest their funds on interest. 

What amount of the bonds issued by the Government do you sup- 
pose these savings-banks in the State of New York, these trustees of 
the honest working-girls, the laborer, the mechanic, the men of 
small savings, now hold? This report shows that they held on the 
Ist of January, 1877, one-twentieth of all the bonds issued by this 
Government and now outstanding, or substantially that. The tables 
show the condition of the savings-banks on January 1, 1877. They 
held then of United States bonds $81,586,588. Multiplying this by 
twenty, you will have nearly the aggregate of all the United States 
bonds outstanding. Those banks owed their depositors at the same 
date—the Ist of January, 1577—$316,677,285, and these depositors are 
the classes of people who are to be affected by the adoption of a de- 
preciated silver currency or by our action on the pending resolution, 
which declares that it is justice and good faith te pay these bonds in 
a silver dollar worth not more than ninety cents to-day. 

But, sir, when I had the honor of addressing the Senate several 
weeks since I purposely abstained from discussing the silver bill, 
which was not then up for consideration. I meant to and did con- 
fine my remarks to this resolution, as to whether it was in good faith, 
whether it was in derogation of the rights of the people who hold 
these bonds to-day to pay them in this silver dollar or not. I shall 
not now discuss this bill to restore a silver currency and silver staud- 
ard of value. I hope when this bill is before the Senate for debate 
to have an opportunity to express my viewsonthatsubject. But 1 now 
only wish to call attention to the fact that these bonds are held by 
all classes; they are held largely, as was said by the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR] this morning, by those who invest small 
earnings and savings that they may have something to provide nec- 
essaries for them when they cannot earn. After the law of 1573 
every man who dealt in these bonds, either taking them directly 
from the Government or buying them in the market, bonght them 
(as I know of my own knowledge many of these savings-banks di) 
at the gold price, relying on the fact, that the Government had made 
its election by the law of 1873 to pay them in gold coin. They relied 
upon it that the Government would fulfill that just expectation. | 
think the Government would now be estopped in equity from re- 
coining silver dollars worth only ninety or ninety-two cents each 
and paying these bonds with such dollars at par. If we are to have 
silver dollars and pay debts with them, let them be honest silver 
dollars, worth one hundred cents each. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not want to occupy more than 
a moment of the time of the Senate. I have nothing to say about 
who holds the bonds of the Government of the United States. I liave 
never indulged in any rhetoric on the subject of bondholders and I 
do not propose to do it now. Whoever holds them is entitled to be 

aid according to the terms of the contract of the Government. If 

e shall be paid according to those terms he has no right to comp!al. 
That is all that it is necessary to say upon the subject, except one 
thing farther: that Ido not know anybody who is not willing to py 
the bondholder according to the terms of his obligation. But here 
is a new idea that is started, that if the Government issues a bond and 
writes it down right on the face of the statute authorizing the bsve 
of the bonds, and then writes it right down in each bond itself, and 
the statute declares that it shall be written in the bond, avd it's 
written in the bond, that the Government has the right to discharge 
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that bond with either gold or silver, (for that is exactly the way these Mr. KERNAN. Not at all. 
ponds read, just as much as if it were expressly said “ gold or silver,”) Mr. THURMAN. The legal-tender acts have been changed again 
that when the Government has passed an act of that kind and issued | and again and again. Does a ‘sovereign government make a new 
, bond under it, and a man buys that bond with that writing on the | contract every time it changes its legal-tender act? Does it change 
face of it, he can come 1n and say that, if the Government has made | the terms of its bonds every time it changes its legal-tender act? If 
come change in the coinage law of the United States after the issu- | it issued a bond before greenbacks were ever issued, and made it 
ing of that bond, that is to affect that contract and to give himrights | payable in gold and silver, did its making greenbacks a legal tender 
superior to what he would have had if the subsequent coinage act make that bond solvable in greenbacks? Who ever heard before 
had not been passed, and that thirty years before the bond is due! that the mere regulation of the policy of the Government as to what 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator, even supposing that to be | should be legal tender between its citizens was a change of every 
so as to the bonds that were issued before the law was changed, how | contract that had been made with the public creditor? No, sir; that 
about those that were issued after it was changed ? ae will not do. me 

Mr. THURMAN. What difference does it make? That is just Mr. EDMUNDS. If I do not interrupt the Senator, may I ask him 
what 1am at. Here is a contract; it is written down in the bond | why it was, then, that when the act of 1834 was passed the Govern- 
just as clearly as if it were written in these words, “ the Government | ment took great pains to provide that the old gold coins should pass 
‘will discharge this obligation in standard gold of 25.8 grains to the | by weight at their old value so as not to do wrong to anybody on 
dollar or in silver, nine-tenths fine, a dollar of 412} grains.” If that | account of the previous state of things? 
were expressed in the bond it could not be more clearly the contract Mr. THURMAN. That was a very wise and proper provision. 
than it is; and now I should like to know how it is that by a mere | No government ought ever to change its legal-tender act without 
change in the coinage act, a mere declaration that for the time being, | providing that the new law shall operate in futuro and that contracts 
for ten years or twenty years, perhaps long before the bond becomes | made before that shall be solvable according to the terms of those 
payable, the Government of the United States will cease to coin silver | contracts. 


dollars? Mr. EDMUNDS. That is exactly the true proposition. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. What does the Senator mean, if I may ask him, Mr. THURMAN. ‘That is exactly my proposition. 

by “the time being ?” I do not read the statute that way. Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator will vote that way, we shall 
“Mr. THURMAN. I say that every statute is subject to repeal, | have it. 

every statute that does not form a contract. Where is the contract Mr. THURMAN. That is exactly my proposition, and therefore I 


formed by this coinage act? : What consideration did the Govern- | say in respect to this provision in these bonds, the conclusive answer 
ment get for giving up its option ? — y is that the bonds on their face are solvable in either gold or silver 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Suppose after it had given up the option, if it | coin, which is well enough verified in the contract itself. 


ever had one—— : ; The Senator’s remark and what I said perhaps necessitates that I 
Mr. THURMAN, I say it never has given it up. shall say one word more, although I am really violating my promise 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, but supposing it had given up the option, | every minute that I speak. I hold that when a Government changes 
after it had would there not be some force in the claim of a man who | its legal tender it ought to see that debts contracted before a change 
had brought his gold to the Treasury and said, “ Now, Mr. Secretary, | in its legal tender shall be solvable according to the law of legal 
] have read the act of 1870, which you claim gives you the option to | tender that exists when those debts are to be solved. I said before 
pay in silver coin; Ido not read it so myself, but perhaps you are | when they were created, but that was a mistake ; I should have said 
right; but I have also read the act of 1873, which says that there | when those debts were to be solved. 
shall be no more silver dollars of 412} grains, and I know, as you know, Now, Mr. President, it may be urged against the remonetization of 
Mr. Secretary, as a fact, that, of the old coinage of silver dollars, | silver that it would affect debts which have been created since 1874, 
which are a legal tender still if you please and in which you may pay | when silver was practically demonetized. The Government ought 
me if you please, there are not any in any substantial sense for busi- | not to do any wrong in that particular; and if the remonetization of 
ness purposes; that being the state of the fact Iam ready to lend | silver will do wrong, the Government ought not to remonetize it 
you my money?” Now all that being stated and the money being | without providing that it shall only be a legal tender in regard to 
loaned in gold, I should like to know how my friend maintains that | debts created in futuro. I say “if it willdo wrong,” but that brings us 
it would be no breach of honor—I am not on the question of power | right to the question, will it do wrong? It will not do wrong if it 
that the Senator from Florida discussed—that it would be no breach | pays in gold. That is admitted. And it will not do wrong if the 
of honor in the debtor who had thus taken the creditor’s gold to say, | remonetization of silver brings silver on a par with gold. Then it 
* Well, now, to-morrow I will turn around; I do turn round now and | will not do wrong. 
repeal my prohibition against further coinage, and I will pay you off Mr. EDMUNDS. Suppose it should not happen to have that effect? 
in silver after all.” Would that be right ? Mr. THURMAN. Well, that we shall try. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Vermont has fancied a case that Mr. EDMUNDS. Then suppose 
never happened. The Senator from Vermont has fancied some poor Mr. THURMAN. I beg the Senator to allow me to proceed. 
fellow coming up here to the Secretary of the Treasury with his little Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 
bagful of gold to buy a bond and saying: ‘ Now, Mr. Secretary, I do Mr. THURMAN. I believe it will have that effect. Then I can 
pray and beseech you that you will not do me the injustice to pay me | vote for it without the fear of doing wrong; and in the light of all 
in the silver dollar which the bond authorizes the Government to pay | the testimony I cannot doubt that proposition. There is not one 
me in, and I will lend you this gold if you will only assure me that | single writer on the subject now, of the least title to respect, who 
this written provision in this bond, which authorizes the Government | pretends that the depreciation of silver is caused by the overproduc- 
to pay me in silver, shall be repudiated and go for nothing.” Now, | tion of silver. I appeal to every man acquainted with the subject if 
there is nothing of that kind. there is one. Every single writer on the subject whose opinion is 

Mr. EDMUNDS rose entitled to the slightest respect says that the sole cause of the depre- 





Mr. THURMAN, The Senator will please to wait. ciation of silver is its demonetization. What dowe see now? Why, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, I will wait, Mr. President. sir, our subsidiary coin, our half dollars, light weight as they are, are 


_ Mr. THURMAN. I amsaying nothing against these poor, innocent, | yet worth in gold more than silver bullion. Why so? Because they 
ignorant fellows who buy bonds. I do not attack them as a class at | are currency; because they are legal tender to the amount of $5. 
all; but they understand what they are about. Does any one suppose | They are worth more than the silver bullion. When you demone- 
they do not know what the meaning of that provision in their bond | tized silver it was worth 3 per cent. more than gold. Remonetize 
is? Does any Senator suppose that any one of them had so little | it, and it will be side by side with gold in less than ten days; I verily 
sense as to take the word of the Secretary of the Treasury that the | believe in less than twenty-four hours. 
bonds would be payable in gold in the face of the express words of Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator, merely for information, 
the contract which gave the Government the option to pay them in | what his proof is for the fact that the present silver half dollar of 
gold or silver? Furthermore, does not every one know that these | light weight, as he properly calls it, is at a preminm in gold? 
men took their chances. When was this option of the Government Mr. THURMAN. I did not say it was at a premium in gold. 
to be exercised? This year? No. In respect to the interest it was Mr. EDMUNDS. What did the Senator say? 
to be paid in gold, because as long as the coinage act remained in Mr. THURMAN. That it was worth more than silver bullion, in 
force we had no silver to pay it with. That they might rely on; but gold. 
they had to rely on what was the interest and policy of the Govern- Mr. EDMUNDS. Of what amount of weight? 
ment so far as the principal was concerned. What right had they to Mr. THURMAN. It is worth more than silver bullion of any 
say that a prohibition for the time being of the coinage of silver dol- | weight you suppose. That is to say, taking a hundred ounces of 
lare was a decision of the option that we are to have ten, twenty, or | silver bullion and a hundred ounces of half dollars, the hundred 
thirty years hence? I have heard of options, but I never heard of a | ounces of half dollars are worth the most. 
nan being compelled to decide, where he had an election, until the | Mr. EDMUNDS. Undonbtedly ; but how does that prove the Sen- 
~~ for the election came, ator’s proposition that silver will come up to gold if you anthorize 

_ KERN AN. Suppose he chooses to decide before ? the coinage of it? 

Mr. THURMAN. But he does not choose to do so. The idea that Mr. THURMAN. If the Senator does not understand it I will try 
a government in the regulation of its laws is to be held to de- | to pound it into his head. 
rn and exercise an option which it had under the express terms Mr. EDMUNDS. That is right; I shall be very glad. 
oF its contract the right to make thirty years hence, is really a most Mr. THURMAN. It comes inthis way: What makes a hundred 
extraordinary idea. I hope I do not offend. ounces in half dollars worth more than a hundred ounces in silver 
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bullion? Because the half dollars are currency, and because they 
are a legal tender to the extent of $5. That is the reason. 

Mr. EDMUNDS rose. 

Mr. THURMAN, Now, I wish the Senator would possess his soul 
in peace. I promise not to interrupt him. I know he is going to 
make a speech in reply. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend gives me light. I wished to get a 
little more light if I could. 

Mr. THURMAN, Go on. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no; I will not disturb my friend, if he does 
not wish to be disturbed, of course. 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘That is the reason silver was at 103 when you 
demonetized it, and it has gone down now, they say, to 92. 

Mr. EATON. Ejighty-nine and a half. 

Mr. THURMAN, Ejighty-nine and a half; I do not care how far it 
has gone down ; remonetize it and it will go up again and be on a par 
with gold. What is the reason that silver dollars are not worth as 
much as greenbacks? Simply because greenbacks are a legal tender 
for all debts public and private, except interest on the public debt 
and customs daties, while silver is only a legal tender to the amount 
of $5. Make silver a full legal tender as it was before and silver will 
be worth more than greenbacks to-morrow, and they all three will be 
substantially on a par. That is true, and, therefore, no injustice will 
be done. 

But, Mr. President, I have broken my promise; I have made my 
speech. I will only say that I a the Senate that, when the 
silver bill comes up, I will have this time counted against me. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, my friend from Ohio has not 
pounded into my head (1 am so dull I suppose) proof of his proposi- 
tion, which was that if you remonetize silver—as the general term 
is; we all know what is now meant by it—silver will be equal in 
value with gold; that is,the silver dollar of 412} grains, although 
the value of the bullion in gold now is only ninety cents or so, and 
in order to prove it, his q. e. d. upon the point is that the silver half 
dollars are worth more than an equal amount of grains in silver bull- 
ion. That is the demonstration. Silver half dollars are worth more 
than silver bullion; therefore silver dollars will be equal to gold dol- 
lars. That is the demonstration which my friend tries to pound into 
my dull head. If he is satisfied with itl am. It is exactly like this 
proposition: It is five miles to Bladensburgh; therefore the price of 
wheat is $1.25 a bushel! [Langhter.] 

But, Mr. President, I did not get up to go into this discussion at 
the present time. I want to call the attention of my friend, how- 
ever, before I sit down, on the first part of the observation as to how 
the trade-dollar got into the act of 1873, to the bill as it passed the 
liouse of Representatives, as it was reported there and came to this 
body and was reported here and amended and sent back to the House 
and the amendments agreed to there; and I think he will become 
satistied, because I know he is a candid man, intellectually satisfied, 
that it was the design of that legislation, as it appears on the face of 
the bill—l am not now talking about how ignorant Members of Con- 
press and Senators pretend or claim now that they were then as to 
the fact, but as it appears on the print, for it was printed four or five 
times over in both Houses; I do not know how many times 

Mr. MORRILL. Seven times, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘That bill as it passed the House provided for a 
silver dollar, not of 412} grains but of 334 grains, if that was it, just 
double the present silver half dollar; and when it came over here 
it provided that the silver coins of the United States (which, if 
you understand human language in the ordinary way, means all the 
silver coins of the United States) shall be a dollar, a half dollar, a 
quarter, and so on. Coming here in that form the Senate Committee 
on Finance and the Senate, as we must presume, unless we are to 
plead the insane or the idiot act, or something of that sort, chose to 
say, “the silver dollar which is now proposed of 384 grains will be 
an injury to the public service and to the public credit and to pri- 
vate operations, but a trade-dollar of 420 grains, for exportation in 
our East India and China trade, &c., is the thing to have instead ;” 
and accordingly the change was made. 

Then it w ifi hardly do, 1 think, if my friend will look at the his- 
tory of it, to attack the design of that legislation plainly proved by 
the action of the House in passing the bill in the form it did and by 
the Senate changing it in the form it changed it as it now stands, to 
abolish entirely and forever, until new public exigencies should re- 
quire a change, to abolish with our eyes wide open, the idea of having 
a silver dollar of 412} grains. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, whenever my friend from Ver- 
mont is driven to a witticism, and utterly breaks down in his witti- 
cism, then I know that he is in extremis, He undertakes to answer 
what I said about the subsidiary coin being worth more than silver 
bullion by stating that it is like saying it is five miles to Bladensburgh, 
and therefore something which had uo connection with that assertion 
took place. I pass that, both for the wit and logic of it, and let it 
go for what it is worth. If the Senator did not understand what I 
illustrated by that fact, he is certainly the only Senator on the floor 
who did pot. I was illustrating the fact that it was the demonetiza- 
tion of silver which has produced its depreciation; and now allow 
me to explain a word on that subject. How is it that it issaid silver 
is 8 per cent. less in value than gold? Where do we get the data for 
saying that? By quoting the price of silver bullion in London, so 


| You do not find any silver market in New York. 


many pence an ounce, and making a calculation by w 
that silver is 8 per cent. less valuable than gold. 
Mr. EATON. It is done in New York in greenbacks, 
Mr. THURMAN. Oh,no; you cannot make it exact] 


hich it is found 


y in that way 
: oa a F There is no gale 
silver bullion in New York of any consequence at all. It is the i 
don market for silver which is quoted every day and telegraphs di 
cable every day to our Director of the Mint here and to New y: a 
and elsewhere, by which we are enabled to say, speaking of Eyy),,, 
that silver isonly worth 92 percent. of gold; that is all, Well. wh, : 
is that silver that is spoken of there as only worth ninety tet 
gold? Why, it is silver bullion; the great part of it is silyer bar 
I say, and it is the fact the proof of which can be easily enough a. 
duced, that our subsidiary coin, our half dollars, by reason of the;, 
function as a currency and of their legal-tender quality up to 35, ay, 
worth from 3 to 4 per cent. more than silver bullion. ” I said, thers. 
fore, if you recoin the dollar of 412} grains, which is wort}; more than 
two half dollars, more than four quarters, more than ten dimes = ‘ 
make it a full legal tender, it will be side by side with gold jy. 
transactions. 2 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at four o’clock and thirty-three 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. : p 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, January 24, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey, 
W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


JAMES BRICE. 


Mr. FRANKLIN. I desire to move to reconsider the action taken 
on the motion of the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. ELLsworrn] on 
Tuesday, the 15th instant, on the bill (H. R. No. 562) for the relicfof 
James Brice, of Jackson County, Missouri, for depredations com- 
mitted by the Arapahoe Indians. An adverse report was made and 
the bill was laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Franky} 
asks unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s table the bill ho 
has indicated and have it recommitted to the Committee of Claims, 
additional evidence having come to the knowledge of the committee 
since the adverse report was made. The Chair understands that the 
gentleman who introduced the bill and the gentleman who reported 
the bill from the committee both concur in asking this action. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. That is correct. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker's 
table and recommitted to the Committee of Claims. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL AT SHANGIIAI, 


Mr. SPRINGER. I move to reconsider the vote of yesterday by 
which the communication of John C. Myers, late consul-geueral at 
Shanghai, was referred to the Committee on Foreign Afiairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman to make 
that motion when the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Concer) 
who raised the question as to the reference of this communication 
is in his seat. ; 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will enter the motion now and call it up at 
another time. a 

Mr. HALE. I desire to address an inquiry to the Chair in regard 
to the effect of the general rule as to motions to reconsider. When a 
matter is referred to a standing committee the understanding seews 
to be that a motion to reconsider is not necessary, and therefore the 
reference has not of late been clinched by the motion to reconsider 
to the extent that it formerly was. The tendency of the ruling! 
think has always been in the direction that in such a case a moto 
to reconsider cannot be entered. he 

The SPEAKER. The right of a member to move to Teconsiict, 
according to the terms of the rule which the Chair will direct to ve 
read, is very clear. 

Mr. HALE. But not,I believe, to move to reconsider the reler 
ence of bills or resolutions where the reference bas been by wnabt- 
mous consent. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman refer to commun:catiolis 
taken from the Speaker's table? 

Mr. HALE. I refer to bills introduced by unanimous consent 0” 
other days than Monday. We do not commonly move to re ousider 
such references, because it is understood they come under a gener 
rule. 

The SPEAKER. That comes under Rule 130. 

Mr. HALE. And now I ask why that rule does not apply 0" 
motion which has just been entered by the gentleman frou! Illinois, 
[Mr. SPRINGER 4 1 ae 

The SPEAKER. On yesterday the Chair presented a communi 
tion to the House from a Mr. Myers, lately a consul, making aoagcore 
allegations touching the consul-general at Shanghai. There wa 
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After the word “injury,” in line 17, to insert “as aforesaid, with- 
out fault and negligence on his part ;” so that the section will read: 

Sec. 31. That section 4493 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be 
so amended as to read as follows: 

“Sec. 4493. Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger, in person or prop- 
erty, from explosion, fire, collision, or other cause, to which his negligence does not 
contribute, the master and the owner of such vessel, or either of them, and the ves- 
sel shall be liable to each and every person so injured, to the full amount of dam- 
age, if it happens through any neglect or failure to comply with the provisious of 
this title or through known defects or imperfections of the steaming apparatus or 
of the hull; but if such explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur without 
the fault, privity, or knowledge of the owner or owners, the total liability of such 
owner or Owners respectively shall in no case exceed the amount or value of his or 
their interest in such vessel and freight then pending ; and any person sustaining 
loss or injury as aforesaid without fault or negligence on his part, through tho 
carelessness, negligence, or willful misconduct of any master, mate, cugineer, or 
pilot, or his neglect or refusal to obey the laws governing tho navigation of such 
steamers, may in addition sue such master mate, engineer, or pilot, and recover 
damages for any such injury caused by any such master, mate, engincer, or pilot; 
and such oflicer may also be imprisoned not exceeding three years.” 


+» dorse on the paper “refer to the Committee on Expenditures 
a fa Deparcment,” but the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
onal pn] objected and the gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. Kit- 

xoer] then moved that the communication be referred to the Com- 
Sates on Foreign Affairs, and the House so determined, that matter 
one entirely within the control of the House. The gentleman from 
[il:nois (Mr. SPRINGER] who has taken charge of this communication 
and who was not in his seat at the time of the reference now asks to 
enter a motion to reconsider the vote by which the House determined 
to send the communication to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
The Chair has suggested to the gentleman from Illinois that he waive 
the consideration of the subject until the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. CoNnGER] who originally made the objection and the gentie- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. KILLINGER] who made the motion to 
refer to the Committee on Foreign Affairs are present. The Chair 
makes this suggestion in justice to all sides. . 

Mr. HALE. I only called the attention of the Chair to the effect of 
the rule so that we might understand whether communications com- 
ing in in that way must be reconsidered at the time in order to clinch 
Orne SPEAKER. The Chair will have the rule read as to reconsidera- 
tions, so that the House will see that the Chair is bound to recognize 
4 wotion to reconsider where the reference has not been reconsidered 
and the metion to reconsider laid on the table, except in regard to 
pills introduced in the morning hour on Monday and by unanimous 
consent on other days, which are provided for by another rule. 

Mr. HALE. In the case of the numerous bills presented by unan- 
imous consent every day in the week I do not understand that in 
regard to every one of them it is necessary to make a motion to re- 
consider. If that is necessary we will require to be much more 
watchful in the future. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair himself is constantly on the watch, 
and the gentleman will have observed that whenever the occasion 
requires the Chair uniformly makes the statement “not to be brought 
back under a motion to reconsider.” The Clerk will read the por- 
tion of Rule 130 which relates to this whole matter. 

The Clerk read as follows: 














The first amendment is not perhaps a very material one; it isa mere 
change of phraseology. The language used in this bill is: “ When- 
ever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage ” (the dam- 
age sustained by the baggage would be the English of it) “from explo- 
sion, fire, collision, or other cause.” The amendment is to strike out 
the words “or his baggage” and insert “in person or property ;” 50 
that the section when amended will read: “ Whenever damage is sus- 
tained by any passenger, in person or property, from explosion, fire, 
collision, or other cause,” &c. 

The next amendment is after the word “cause” to insert the words 
“to which his negligence does not contribute.” 

The doctrine of contributary negligence has been so long and so 
well settled by the courts that it seems to be surplusage to insert it 
in this section; but I think a fair interpretation of the language of 
this bill would be that it would leave it open to the construction that 
it was intended to make the owner or master of the vessel liable for 
any cause, regardless of the contributary negligence on the part of 
the passenger. Gentlemen will notice that there are two provisions 
on this subject. I will read a part of the first: 

Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from explosion, 
fire, collision, or other cause, the master and the owner of such vessel, or cither of 


them, and the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so injured, to the full 
amount of damage. 
















And the Speaker shall first call the States and Territories for bills on leave; and 
all bills so introduced during the first hour after the Journal is read, shall be re- 
ferred, without debate, to their appropriate committees: Provided, however, That 
a bill so introduced and referred, and all bills at any time introduced by unanimous 
consent, and referred, shall not be brought back into the House upon a motion to 


reconsider. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair now desires to have the forty-ninth rule 
read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


When a motion has been once made and carried in the affirmative or negative, it 
shall be in order for any member of the majority to move for the reconsideration 
thereof, on the same or succeeding day, and such motion shall take precedence of 
all other questions except a motion to adjourn, and shall not be without the consent 
of the House; and thereafter any member may call it up for consideration. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine will see that the rule 
is very broad and comprehensive in its terms. The Chair at the same 
time desires to state that when bills are reported back from one com- 
mittee for reference to another committee, as the rule does not apply 
in such cases, the Chair uniformly states “not to be brought back 
under a motion to reconsider.” 






Further on it is provided: 


But if such explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur without the fault, 
privity, or knowledge of the owner or owners, the total liability of such owner or 
owners respectively shall in no case exceed the amount or value of his or their inter- 
est in such vessel and freight then pending. 








It would seem now, from an examination of this first section, that 
it was intended asa penalty for any violation of the provision of 
this act. Well now, for one, I think it should not in any instance be 
the law where the loss or damage in any manner occurs with the 
contributory negligence of the passengers themselves. That is a 
principle that has been so well settled in the courts, as I said before, 
that but for the peculiar reading of this bill I would deem the amend- 
ment unnecessary. It is a simple matter to put in the other words I 
have added, which would end any controversy on the question that 
it was the intention of Congress not to exempt a party where the 
injury or loss was occasioned by his own negligence or laches. 

Mr. REAGAN. The section as it now stands was framed upon tho 
subject after great consideration by the committee and after hearing 
full statements from persons well informed on the subject. The bill 
as it passed the House went to the Senate. A slight change was 
made in the Senate and it came back to the House and the House 
Committee on Commerce again considered the section and they have 
again considered it at this session and report the section passed by 
this House last session as proposed to be amended by the Senate Com- 
mittee on Commerce. I mention this in order that it may be seen 
that the deliberate judgment of the House has twice been taken on 
the subject and the judgment of the Senate Committee on Commerce. 
But I think it likely that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. FINLEY] goes beyond what he contemplates. I call his 
attention and also the attention of the House to what seems to me 
would be an error in his amendment if adopted. The bill reads, 
“ whenever damage is sustained,” &c. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [ Mr. FINLEY] proposes to say, “‘ that whenever any 
damage is sustained by any passenger in person or property.” Well, 
the criticism I make on the amendment is this: that a passenger 
when he goes aboard a steamer carries with him a ticket for the pay- 
ment of his fare which guarantees te carry him with the usual bag- 
gage to be safely conveyed over the line on which he intends to be 
carried, and there is no principle in law or practice that will fix any 
larger liability on carriers of this kind for any personal property 
other than the usual baggage to be carried by passengers. The con- 
tract is that the passenger shall be carried and with him the usuai 
and necessary amount of baggage. If you strike out the word “ bag- 
gage” and insert “ person and property ” then we enlarge very much 
the liability of owners of vessels without giving them additional 
compensation for the increased liability that would be placed upon 
them by the bill, so that it seems to me that the amendment in that 
respect would tend to confusion and produce wrong. 

This section simply has reference to the law and practice now ex- 

isting, and guarantees the right of passengers for compensation for 


















STEAMBOAT REGULATIONS, ETC. 


Mr. REAGAN. I call for the regular order. I think it will only 


take a little time to get through the bill which comes over as unfin- 
ished business. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the House 
will now resume the consideration of the unfinished business of yes- 
terday, being the bill (H. R. No. 2478) to amend certain sections of 
titles 48 and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, con- 
cerning commerce and navigation and the regulation of steam-vessels. 
Le ae will resume the reading of the bill by sections for amend- 

nent. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read as follows: 


Sec. 31. That section 4493 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be 
80 amended as to read as follows: 

“Sec. 4493. Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage 
from explosion, fire, collision, or other cause, 4 mentor and the owner dah 
vessel, or either of them, and the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so 
injured, to the full amount of damage, if it happens through any neglect or failure 
to comply with the provisions of this title or eoneh known indouie or imperfec- 
tions of the steaming apparatus or of the hull; but if such explosion, fire, collis- 
ion, or casualty shal _oceur without the fault, privity, or knowledge of the owner 
or owners, the total liability of such owner or owners respectively shall in no case 
exceed the amount or value of his or their interest in such vessel and freight then 
pending ; and any person sustaining loss or injury through the carelessness. negli- 
genes, or willfal misconduct of any master, mate, engineer, or pilot, or his neglect 
cane to obey the laws governing the navigation of such steamers, may in ad- 
- ton sue such master, mate, engineer, or pilot, and recover damages for any such 
ped caused by any such master, mate, engineer, or pilot; and such officer may 

“0 be imprisoned not exceeding three years.” 


Mr. FINLEY. I move to amend section 4493 by striking ont the 
words “or his baggage,” where they occur in line 5, and inserting 
the words “in person or property.” 

After the word “cause,” in line 6, I move to insert “to which his 
negligence does not contribute.” 
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damages to person or baggage, not to any property that might be 
improperly taken on the vessel. As to all other property, outside of 
the baggage of the passenger, the other provisions of the bill com- 
pletely cover it and are intended to cover it. 

It will be seen that this section of the bill somewhat changes the 
law as it now exists. As the law now stands, the liability of inland 
steamers is unlimited; the liability of ocean steamers is limited as 
provided in this bill; and the liability under the English statute is 
limited as provided in this bill. We have deference also to the law 
of other governments of Europe, of Germany and France, where the 
law of liability generally as to steamers upon their waters is the 
same as we have put into this bill. It proceeds upon the idea that 
those who invest their property in steamers, who are innocent of 
any fault, should not be made liable beyond their interest in the 
vessel and in the cargo then pending. 

As the law now stands, as I have already mentioned, the liability 
of steamers upon our inland waters is unlimited. The result is, as 
made known to us by gentlemen of large experience, that the liability 
being unlimited men of means and property are prevented from allow- 
ing themselves to be known as the responsible owners of those steam- 
ers. They manage to avoid that responsibility, as we are advised, by 
causing bargains to be executed so that the legal ownership may rest 
in other persons for the time being, and those other persons are usually 
irresponsible men. Therefore the unlimited liability which by exist- 
ing law rests upon inland steamers has impaired the liability, as rep- 
resented to the committee. 

It was thought best, therefore, to place a limited liability upon those 
steamers, so that men of capital and means would know the measure 
of their liability, that it only extends to the value of their interest 
in the vessel and pending cargo, and they might therefore be willing 
to have their ownership known and to stand responsible to that ex- 
tent, when they would not be willing to stand responsible under an 
unlimited liability. In that way a much larger security is given to 
the persons interested. Therefore, the first clause of this section has 
been so framed as to meet the case of damage to the person, if it oc- 
curred under circumstances that would fix the liability upon the car- 
rier, and damage to the baggage where it occurred under such circum- 
stances as to fix liability upon the carrier. 

It was not contemplated, however, and it seems to me it would be 
a great mistake to do so, to extend this damage liability generally 
to personal property which a passenger might take upon a vessel 
when he only pays for his passage and the carriage of his necessary 
personal baggage. It seems to me that the rule here is sufficiently 
guarded, The first provision is: 

Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from explosion, 
fire, collision, or other cause, the master and the owner of such vessel, or either of 
them, and the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so injured, to the full 
amount of damage, if it happens through any neglect or failure tocomply with the 


provisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections of the steam- 
ing apparatus or of the hull. 


That is, it fixes an unlimited liability upon them where they will- 
fully disregard and refuse to obey the injunctions of the law. Then 
follows another rule as to liability: 

But if such explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur without the f. ult, 
privity, or knowledge of the owner or owners, the total liability of such owner or 
owners respectively shall in no case exceed the amount or value of his or their in- 
terest in such vessel and freight then pemding. 


And then there is a third provision: 

And any person sustaining loss or injury throngh the carelessness, negligence, 
or willful misconduct of any master, mate, engineer, or pilot, or his neglect or re- 
fusal to obey the laws governing the navigation of such steamers, may, in addition, 
sue such master, mate, engineer, or pilot, and recover damages for any such injury 
caused by any such master, mate, engineer, or pilot; and such officer may also be 
imprisoned not exceeding three years. 

The idea of putting in a clause authorizing imprisonment was be- 
cause it frequently happened that officers of this description have no 
pecuniary liability, and therefore there is no power in the law over 
them to compel obedience. The only way to make them feel and 
respect the law is to visit upon them, if need be, punishment by way 
of imprisonment. 

It will be seen, therefore, that there are three careful rules pro- 
vided in this bill, drawn wita reference to the law as it is, with ref- 
erence to the interests of the country, and with reference to the his- 
tory of legislation upon this subject in both this and other countries. 

Mr. FINLEY. I desire to inquire of the gentleman if he objects to 
my amendment proposing to insert after the words “ or other cause” 
the words “to which his negligence does not contribute ?” 

Mr. REAGAN. That would, I think, defeat the object of the sec- 
tion as it stands. There are three rules that cover each point pre- 
sented, and I think if the gentleman will study the section as it is he 
will find that it covers the point which he wishes to cover. 

I desire to add that in fixing the measure of damages upon a class of 
subjects and interests so important and extensive as these, it is of the 
highest moment that the rule be clear and specific so that all may 
understand it. I may suggest that any one whe knows the care and 
labor which the committee have bestowed upon the framing of this 
section, the care and deliberation with which it has been examined 
by them, must know that it would be perilous to attempt to change 
the rules here laid down without time to study the effect of the pro- 
posed change. Iam fully persuaded that unless it is the purpose of 
Congress to retain the principle of unlimited liability of steamers on 


inland waters and keep the rule different from that fixing the | 
ity of ocean steamers and the steamers in other countries, w; had le: 
ter let this section remain as it is. If it is the purpose to go es — 
the unlimited liability, then we drive from the apparent own 5 
of inland vessels men of real capital and responsibility 
away the security of shippers. s 


the understanding of the gentleman that this first clause makes +, 
master and owner of the vessels absolutely liable regardless of ;),, 
contributory anne of the passengers ? ” 


fire, collision, or other cause, the master and the owner of such vess: 
them, aud the vessel, shall be liable to each and every person so 
full amount of damage, if it happens through any neglector failure to com 
the provisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections of ; 

steaming apparatus or of the hall. ee 


willcomplete my question. 
gentleman will notice that in addition to indicating damage oq 
sioned by explosion, fire, and collision, the words “ other cause” 


good defense of the action would be to show that the loss was caused 
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Mr. FINLEY. I desire to ask the gentleman one question, 


Is it 
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Mr. REAGAN. will read the language of the bill: 


Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from 
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Mr. FINLEY. If the gentleman will yield to me for a momey; I 


lobserve the words “other cause.” [jy 


a 


used. Now suppose the injury is occasioned in part through the yew!). 


gence of the passenger himself, does the gentleman understand t); 
the master or owner of the vessel is absolutely liable for the amount 
of penalty provided for here, regardless of that fact ? 


Mr. REAGAN. No, sir. My understanding of that would be that 


as toany suit which might be tried under this act for fault or neglect, 


or for any of the circumstances which are set out in the statute, 
by the act of the plaintiff in the suit. 

Mr. FINLEY. Why not soenact in so many words ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I cannot understand that it would be necessary to 
incorporate in the bill what the law is without that being done. 

~ MAYHAM. Will the gentleman from Texas allow me a ques- 
tion 


Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MAYHAM. Does not this section relieve the carrier from his 


common-law liability to respond for all damages where the injury 
does not result from the act of God or the public enemy? : 

Mr. REAGAN. It does relieve him from the common-law liability 
and fixes a statutory liability. The object of my remarks was to ex- 
plain that upon the inland navigation of the United States the |ia- 
bility against steamers was unlimited, whereas in the ocean naviga- 
tion the liability of the owners where there was no fault was limited 
to the value of the interest in the vessel and the pending cargo; and 
that that was the law in all the other countries whose legislation we 
have examined, the discrimination alone being made with reference 
to the liability upon inland steamers in the United States. 

And I may state, if the gentleman will allow me, that it is 
known to all familiar with the subject that the dangers of nay 
gation on the inland waters of the United States, owing to their 
great extent, the character of the streams, the frequent imped 
iment by snags and bars, are greater than in any navigation known 
tous. And this fact—I repeat it, as the gentleman may not have 
heard my remarks before—this fact has made the risk so great to t! 
owners of vessels that it was represented to us from various parts of 
the country by gentlemen having a large interest in the navigatiou 
interests of this country that responsible men refused any longer to 
be ostensibly responsible at all, and sought, by evasions of the law,to 
put that responsibility upon other persons by the use of mortgages, 
placing the apparent legal possession in the hands of some irrespo! 
sible persons. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Will not that enable the masters and owners who 
are the employers of all the witnesses in the investigation of such 
questions to relieve themselves entirely from liability? 

Mr. REAGAN. No, sir. If the gentleman will look at the la»- 
guage of the first part of the section he will find that provision | 
made for the case where damage is sustained “ from explosion, lire, 
collision, or other cause.” That includes, among other things, the 
necessity for these parties to comply with the laws in relation to the 
inspection and registration and licensing of officers. We have that 
security. And as to witnesses, in the case of an accident occurring, 
we can pass no law that will abridge the right of any party to bring 
any witness into court he deems proper. We ought not by law 
abridge the power and right of a captain or owner of a yess! lo 
bring forward any witness he sees proper. The law as it exists s 
not changed by this section. i 

Mr. MAYHAM. But experience has shown that in the litigation 
of questions of this character, where the party seeking to recover 
damages relies entirely upon the evidence of the employés of te 
individual upon whom it is sought to charge the damages, he has 4 
poor reliance. And if an owner produces the certificates of qu. 
cation of his officers and of the inspection of his vessel, then b 
prima facie relieved from all liability and the onus accrues on oti 
parties to prove negligence in fact. ; . 

Mr. REAGAN. I will state to the gentleman that he is mistase! 
in the assumption on his part that supposes this bill confers any suc 
right or power as be has advocated. It gives no right such an be 
apprehends it to have done. We find under the existing law that s 
the law is violated and injury occurs, the party injured comes betore 
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the court and brings such witnesses as it is in his power to bring, 
nd then the party complained of brings such witnesses as he may be 
oe ibled to bring, and the owners are liable to the extent of their in- 
‘orests in the vessel and cargo, but the owners or other persons guilty 
oft ilIful negleet are made liable to unlimited damages. The gentle- 
oan will see, however, that as to the summoning witnesses the pro- 
a d ng in the ease is not changed at all, 
“Mr. MAYHAM. Then the only change is that the common-law 
liability, which attaches to a common carrier and makes him liable 
for acts Which are not the act of God or of the public enemy, is re- 
»oved,andif he is relieved from that liability the party who wants to 
make the carrier liable must prove that he has been guilty of break- 
ing some provision of this bill or he will be excused. — , 

Mr. REAGAN. No. The gentleman is under a misapprehension. 
There is no change in the rule of evidence. The only innovation is 
that we limit the common-law universal unlimited liability to stat- 
ute li bility. 
vMr. M AYHAM. The common-law rule is that if the carrying and 
loss be proved the liability exists upon the part of the carrier. Now 
if there be evidence as stated to be, shall the burden be thrown upon 
the party suffering the loss to prove that the loss has been by reason 
of negligence on the part of the carrier? 

Mr. REAGAN. Iam not prepared, if I understand the gentleman, 
to admit the correctness of the statement as to the principle of the 
rules of evidence in such cases. I have never known the law in any 
case, either of common law or of statute, where the party suing did 
pot have to prove his case. 

Mr. MAYHAM. By proving the carrying and the loss only and 
then the burden of proof was thrown upon the other side. 

Mr. REAGAN. If that is the law now it is not changed in that 
respect at all, and the only change is a change from the common-law 
liability, which, as I have stated, was unlimited liability, to a limited 
statute liability without changing the rule of evidence as the gen- 
tleman asserts. 

Mr. MILLS. I would suggest to my colleague that the amend- 
ment ofiered by the gertleman from Ohio might be well as a matter 
of abundant caution. It seems to me that the section of the bill as 
it stands now might be construed, when brought into judicial inter- 
pretation, to be an infringement of thecommon-lawrule. Youseek by 
this bill to establish a rule of liability. The court might say when 
it comes to construe it that such was the common-law rule, but that 
this bill intended to make a new rule. I suggest, therefore, that out 
of abundant caution as an amendment to provide that the contribu- 
tory negligence of the passenger himself should be considered in im- 
vosing damages, 

' Mr. REAGAN. I do not see what the advantage is of inserting it 
any more than any other rule of evidence. The committee did not 
think it necessary to insert in this statute any other rule of law or evi- 
dence than was necessary to accomplish the purpose of giving proper 
security to the person, baggage, and freight of persons shipping, and 
fixing the proper measure of liability by shippers. I willleave the 
matter of course to the judgment of the House, but I do not see the 
necessity of the amendment. 

Mr. REA obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER called for order. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would suggest that the House has such confidence 
in the Suen on Commerce that they do not care to scrutinize 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is very glad to hear it. 

Mr. REA. I desire to call the attention of the House for a moment 
to the proposition of contributory negligence as affirmed by the gen- 
tleman in his amendment. 

This law provides, as has been stated by the chairman, that— 

_ Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from explosion, 
fire, collision, or other cause, the master and the owner of such vessel, or either of 
them, and the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so injured, to the full 
amount of damage, if it happens through any neglect or failure to comply with the 
provisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections of the steaming 
apparatus or of the hull. 

Now, I understand that the gentleman’s amendment goes to this 
point: that, although the master of the vessel may know that his 
steering apparatus was defective and know, too, that there was liable 
to be an explosion at any moment, if the passenger contributes in 
any degree, according to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, the captain or owner would beexonerated. That I do not think 
would be right. It may be that the owner of the vessel may know 
asa matter of fact that his machinery is defective and liable to ex- 
plode and destroy life and property, yet if the passengers contributed 
In any degree the owner is free. Ido not think that should be the 
law. The carriers of passengers in steamboats have the care of lives 
= property and baggage within their keeping, and we should hold 
ager their duty to the fullest extent that we can without materi- 
a injuring the commerce of the country. And to say that the 
sae & vessel can launch it upon the waters knowing that it is 
“elective, and that any contribution of negligence on the part of the 
passenger shall release that owner from liability, is, in my estima- 
tion of the law, going too far. 
ins OWNSEND, of New York. I cannot believe that this House 
os 8 the real purport of this section. The design of the sec- 
Sistecar hot say the design of the committee that reported it—but 

“esign of the section is utterly to reverse every principle of law 
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that has prevailed among the English-speaking people through all 
time in regard to common carriers and the carriers of passengers, and 
to enable men to carry on the business of transportation of passengers 
by steamers within the waters of the United States, and to shirk all 
personal liability. That is really the design of this section ; I say so 
with all respect to the committee, for I do not believe they have 
comprehended what the section is. It strikes me as a bill of abom- 
inations. 

In the first place, for all time a common carrier or a carrier of pas- 
sengers has been beld liable in every court into which he has been 
called, not only for known defects of his apparatus, but for those 
defects which by the exercise of all possible care and diligence he 
ought to have discovered. This bill simply limits his liability to those 
detects which come to his knowledge. Daniel Drew and Cornelius 
Vanderbilt put their steamers upon the ocean or upon the waters of 
the Hudson River, never go near them, and it is utterly impossible 
for anybody to prove that Daniel Drew or Cornelius Vanderbilt ever 
knew anything about them. And by this bill they are not liable 
beyond their knowledge ; their liability is limited to that knowledge. 
They may roast me with their fires, they may scald me to death by 
the bursting of their boilers; and yet if they did not know person- 
ally that the apparatus or hull was defective they are not liable. Not 
only that: they are worth twenty, thirty, fifty millions of dollars, 
but this bill limits their liability to the value of the infamous old 
hull on which they set me afloat; it expressly limits the liabilities 
of the owners to the old hull. 

Mr. REA. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. REA. I understand the gentleman states that this bill—— 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. This section. 

Mr. REA. Will allow damages only where the owners of the ves- 
sel positively knew of the defect or fault. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. That is so. 

Mr. REA. Then how does the gentleman construe this language: 
“shall occur without the fault, privity, or knowledge of the owner 
or owners ?” 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. But the former part of the section 
is designed to cover the latter. That is where the cat is done up in 
the meal. It is a proposition to entirely reverse the common law. 
Now, sir, I want to ask one question of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Commerce. Could we not have got along with our old com- 
mon law? Can we pass this bill and bring the liability of men navi- 
gating the waters of the United States 

Mr. SAYLER. Does the gentleman desire to have different rules 
to apply to Western waters from those which are applied to the 
ocean or lakes? 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. No; I do not. 

Mr. SAYLER. This is precisely the same. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have for forty-four years had 
to try questions of this kind. There is no rule in regard to the lakes 
or the ocean; there never has been a rule among English-speaking 
people with these abominations in it. 

Mr. SAYLER. I will state, for the information of the gentleman, 
that the Statute of 1550 of the United States limited the liability 
of ocean and lake steamers precisely as the provisions of this bill 
limit the liability of river steamers. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I know it does not upon the 
Hudson River. 

Mr. SAYLER. It does. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have had a case in which that 
very law was thrust in my face. 

Mr. SAYLER. It is precisely what I say; it prevails upon the 
ocean and lakes, and ought to prevail on the rivers. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I say it ought not to prevail 
anywhere. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is another question. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I say this provision is in the in- 
terest of the owners of steamboat property, and to enable them to 
avoid liability. I move to strike out this whole section 31. 

Mr. REAGAN. The argument which the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. TOWNSEND] makes against this bill will probably seem, 
after the attention of the House is called to the bill, to show that he 
has not even read the bill which he styles a bill of abominations. If 
he has read it, then his judgment must be at fault; if he has not 
read it, then his care is at fault. 

His presumption is that this section changes the common-law lia 
bility of common carriers and takes away ali responsibility; that in 
any event there is no liability unless the owner ef the vessel has 
personal knowledge of the faultand wrong. Why, sir, nothing could 
be more wide from the meaning of the bill, its plain, literal import, 
than the interpretation placed upon it by the gentleman from New 
York. I will again call attention to it, and to do so I will have to 
read the section, and I dislike to read it so often. 










Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from explosion, 
fire, collision, or other canse, the master and the owner of such vessel, or either of 
them, and the vessel shall be liable to cach and every person so injared, to the fall 
amountof damage, if it happens through any neglect or failure to comply with the 
provisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections of the steaming 
apparatus or of the hull. 


| The gentleman did not see the words “if it happens through any 
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neglect or failure to comply with the provisions of this title ;” or, if | not a tendency to doit. The gentleman says that it is not necess. 

he saw those words, he had never looked at the provisions of this | to make this change in law. That may be true if it maintg n ae 
title to which they refer; that is, the title in the Revised Statutes of | common law liability; but, as I said before, a careful readin« of the 
the United States, which covers many pages, many sections, and | language of the section leaves it open to the construction that it ie 
many provisions; the title which provides for the inspection of ves- | the intention of the legislature in fixing the liability to make jt 2 
sels and for the licensing of officers, which prescribes all the rules for | the nature of a penalty regardless of the contributory negligence a 
safety of life and property in the navigation of such vessels. The | the passengers. Now if the reasons that the gentleman g Ves ane tha 
bill says: . 


only ones, why it is simply a question whether, if the common law is 
If it happens through any neglect or failure to comply with the provisions of | Tetained in this bill, it isa supertiuous matter. It is for the House 
this tithe to place it beyond any question on the subject by adding the woris 
; ee “ intent Bhi »vligenc i 5? ee 
That does not mean to visit personal knowledge upon any one. It Ae hieh his ne glige oe oe = a : 
means where there has been a neglect to comply with any one of the 16 couris in construing the statute will have no trouble t 


ate rhe % ~ “ , rie *) 
rules which do give security to life and property in the navigation stand what Congress meant by the provisions of the bill. 
of vessels. 


Oe 


o under. 


Now the 
very discussion on the subject shows that gentlemen in this House 


Then the gentleman makes another mistake which is wonderful | U2derstand it differently. The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Ria] 
for ono who states in his remarks that he has been a practicing law- | kes the position in his argament and comes to the conclusion that 
yer for forty years. He says that the owner can be only made liable it is the intention to create a statutory liability different from that 
upon his personal knowledge when the liability is extended to the eens Oe common-law liability, because he said in his argument 
oflicers. He forgets the rule, qui facit per alium facit per se. He for- t ats — Oe should occur in consequence of a defective steam 
gets that one can do by his agent what he can do by himself. He | 4PParatus that the owners of the vessel should be liable regardless of 
forgets that the captain, the mate, the master, the engineer, and the contributory ae e eae Mien iewill Now, it seems to me that 
pilot stand npon the deck of the boat in the stead and place of the | When the gentleman has that idea it will do no harm to insert the 
owner of the vessel, and that by their act of omission or commission | 2¢ndment I have offered and place the matter beyond controversy, 
the owner of the vessel is as clearly and distinctly bound as by his Mr. MAYHAM. If ub would be - order, 1 desire to move to strike 
own act or by his own omission. I may state this a little too gener- = this section, and briefly to give my reasons for doing #0. 

ally, but that is the general rule; it is not universal, but it is the Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have already made that mo- 





reneral rule upon that subject. tion. “DEAE : 

7 iaokeane The SPEAKER. The House can vote down the section; but there 
But if such expl ia “fire collision, or casualty shall occur without the fault is an amendment pending to it. 
Lt Bich explosion \ s10n, & e 1 ¢ e . , ‘ age . . ‘ 2 

privity, or knowledge of the owner or owner Mr. MAYHAM. Is there a pending amendment? 


The SPEAKER. There is a pending amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. FINLEY. ] 

Mr. REAGAN. lask a vote on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, and then the gentleman can offer his motion. 

Mr. KNOTT. Let the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
The gentleman says it takes all the value of the penalty away, and | [Mr. FINLEY] be read. : 
speaks of putting him on an old hull and roasting him. Now, I ven- The Clerk again read the amendment of Mr. FIniey. 
ture to say that when the gentleman rides on the Hudson River he Mr. DUNNELL. Cannot that amendment be voted upon sepa- 
rides on something more than an old hull, and there is more respon- | Tately? 


There is a provision that they must be guilty of fault or have priv- 
ity of the w rong— 


the total liability of such owner or owners respectively shall in no case exceed the 
amount or value of his or their interest in such vessel and freight then pending. 


sibility on the part of owners than he allows, which has an impor- The SPEAKER. There can be a division of the amendment, as it 
tant bearing on the question whether he shall be roasted or not. embraces three propositions, if it is asked for. 

People do not run valueless hulls. The law does not permit it. It Mr. FIN LEY. They stand alone. E 

provides detailed, specilic, and strong regulations to secure all attain- The SPEAKER. The practice is to allow the friends of a para- 
able perfection in the hull and machinery of all vessels, and any | gtaph to perfect it before any vote is taken on the section or a motion 


neglect to comply with these provisions and restrictions makes the to strike out the paragraph is made. That is the reason, the Chair 

owners and officers alike liable for the damage done. will state to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Mayan, ] why the 
I repeat to the gentleman from New York what I said to the gen- Chair stated that the amendment would be first voted on, and the 

tleman from Kentucky, that the common-law rules as applied to the | first branch of the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio | Mr. Fiy- 

subject are only changed in one respect. There is no change in the | LEY] is now before the House. . : 

rnle of evidence. There is no change of the law except in the The Clerk read the first branch of Mr. FINLEY’s amendment, as 

respect that instead of a universal liability of each owner for all loss | follows: 

and damages, there is a limited statutory liability in the case of | Strike out the words “ or his baggage” and insert the words “in person or prop- 

owners who are free from all fault in themselves. When they are | ty.” 


free from all fault in themselves they are not relieved from liability, The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 60, 

but are still made liable to the extent of their interest in the vessel | noes 32. 

and in the pending cargo. I will now repeat to the gentleman what | So the first branch of the amendment was agreed to. 

I said before, that this has been the rule since 1851 as to our ocean | Mr. HOOKER. I rise to inquire if it is in order to move to strike 

and lake navigation; and that it is the rule in every country to | out a portion of the section ? 

whose laws the Committee on Commerce have had access, both as to The SPEAKER. It is not in order to move to strike ont a section 

inland lake navigation and ocean navigation. It is the rule every- | or paragraph until its friends have had an opportunity to perfect it. 

where except upon the interior waters, the rivers of the United Mr. HOOKER. I desire to give notice that I shall move to strike 

States, which form the most dangerous navigation probably in the | out from line 11 to 16 inclusive, as follows: 

world. The navigation is so dangerous and the liability to loss is so Of the steaming apparatus or of the hull; but if such explosion, fire, collision, or 

great that I will state again what I said before, that responsible men, | casualty shall occur without the fault, privity, or knowledge of the owner 01 one. 

[ mean men pecuniarily responsible, are afraid to be the legal owners 26 Se ae ee a mo y tobe aes out 

of vessels, and being so afraid to be the legal owners they, through | ing ; and any person sustaining loss. 

mortgages or by other devices, transfer the ownership of their ves- : > - il 

sels to other persons not pecuniarily responsible, and thus take away The second branch of Mr. FINLEY’s amendment was read, a: 

the security which shippers have for damages. lows : a 
On this subject we have acted on the fullest advice of gentlemen After the word “ cause” insert “ to which his negligence does not contribut 

representing the commercial interests of the country from the Mis- Mr. HOUSE. Would it be in order to offer a section in lieu of the 

sissippi River, the Ohio River, the lakes, and other sortions of the section under consideration ? 

country ; men of large experience, large interest, and large observa- The SPEAKER. That would come in afterward on a motion to 

tion on this subject. We had before us members of the board of in- | strike out and insert ; but the friends of the section have a right to 

spectors and members of the National Board of Trade. It was the | perfect it before any motion to strike out could be recognized. 

concurrent judgment of each one that we would enlarge the security Mr. HOUSE. I want to give notice now that I want to offer an 

for damages by making this limited instead of giving a universal | amendment repealing a section of the Revised Statutes. 

liability, because, it was argued, capitalists when they could see that The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will, at the proper time, recognize the 

the liability was fixed to the amount of their ownership in the vessel | gentleman from Tennessee. 


and in the pending cargo would be willing to take stock in it, while The question was taken on the second branch of Mr. FINteys 

they would not make themselves owners with an unlimited liability | amendment; and on a division there were—ayes 43, noes 37. 

in such dangerous navigation. So the second branch of Mr. FixLey’s amendment was agreed fo. 
Mr. FINLEY. I have not yet heard any argument satisfactory to The third branch of Mr. FrxLEY’s amendment was read, as follows: 

my mind why this amendment should not be adopted. As to the After the word “injury” insert “as aforesaid, without fault or negligence on 

words that I proposed to have inserted, the gentleman from Texas | pis part.” _— ‘ 

[Mr. REAGAN] says that there is no occasion to make this amend- The third branch of Mr. Frniry’s amendment was agreed to. 

ment eecueee * he ee liability is intended to be preserved Mr. BEEBE. | offer the following amendment : 

in this bill. Now the query in my mind, and I notice it seems to be re ‘ seciiisinatl i “ owners of the 

a query in the minds of other gentlemen, is whether it does not In line 21, after the word “ pilots” insert the words “owner or 


. ath: se : vessel ;"’ so that it will read: So a 
change the common-law liability to astatute liability; whetherithas | sue such master, mate, engineer, or pilot, owner or owners of the vesse’, and 
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jamages for any such injury cansed by any such master, mate, engineer, or 
—— an uch officer may also be imprisoned not exceeding three years. 
re Speaker, the proposition is exactly this, and I think I can 
wake the House understand it in a moment: It seems to me that the 
pio re of vessels ought not to be permitted to relieve themselves of 
Ss clity by employing incompetent and worthless agents. If incom- 
vent and Worthless agents are employed, the only remedy for the 
meee injured by the fault of an agent is to sue the agent, who is 
a . responsible party, perhaps. Now I claim that there ought to 
“sia law that should bold the owners of these vessels to the strictest 
responsibility in the matter of employment of agents and ought to 
wirsite the old prineiple and policy of making the owners responsi- 
ile for any fault on his part in the employment of agents. 

Now, sir, 1 hope if this section is to be retained, we may at least be 

able to secure this amendment to it. The amendment is in the in- 
terest of the traveling public, in the interest of the preservation of 
life, in the interest of humanity, and in my judgment it ought to 
I, SAYLER. Ido not understand at all the proposition of the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. ep The provision which ren- 
ders the owner responsible is contained already in the first part of the 
section. If the gentleman will look at it, he will find that the pro- 
vision is complete and entire. The only limitation made in this sec- 
tion, the only change from the law which has prevailed in this coun- 
try for a great many years, is in reference to fixing the liability to 
the extent of the value of the interest. The latter part of the section 
is an additional remedy against the officers of the vessel. 

Mr. BEEBE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. SAYLER. Certainly. 

Mr. BEEBE. Do] understand the gentleman to state to the House 
that the liability of the owner of the vessel is the same as I desire to 
ave it? 

Mr. SAYLER. I understand it so precisely. 

Mr. BEEBE. Then what objection can there be to imposing this 
obligation in this branch of the section, so that there may be nothing 
left to construction, but that all may be clear and distinct ? 

Mr. SAYLER. The objection is that it is not germane to the sub- 
ject-matter of the clavse of the section which gives an additional 
remedy against certain officers of the vessel; and also it is already 
provided for in the first part of the section. 

Mr. EDEN. Let me call the attention of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. SAYLER] to the fact that the first part of the section providing 
for damages against the owners of the vessel only applies in case 
the explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur from causes within 
their knowledge. If it happens that they occur through any negli- 
gence or failure to comply with the provisions of tlis statute or 
through any defects of the steam apparatus or hull which is known 
to them, then the owner is liable. But if the injury occurs through 
the negligence of the agent of the company, the owner is not liable 
atall. 1 hope, therefore, that the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. BEEBE] will prevail. 

Mr. SAYLER. I hope the gentleman will allow me to call his 
attention to the provisions of section 4493, which, as I said before, is 
the old section. He will find that if the injury occurs through a 
defect or failure to comply with the provisions of this title then the 
owner is responsible to the full extent of the common-law liability. 
If it occurs without negligence or fault on the part of the owner, 
then he is responsible to the extent of his interest. The closing part 
of the section is simply an additional remedy against the officer or 
me -_ imposes also the penalty of imprisonment for a violation 
ot the law, 

Mr. BRAGG. It has been either my good fortune or ill fortune to 
lave the provisions of this act thrown in my face by an attempt to bar 
the right of recovery against owners of steamboats who were guilty 
of negligence, gross negligence. This act is framed upon the theory of 
the English merchants’ shipping act, made applicable to the laws 
and rules of damages in courts of admiralty alone. It does not reach 
or touch or provide for in any manner any recovery for a large class 
of cases which are now authorized to be brought by law, but which 
are not recognized by common law. 

The English shipping act has made provision for these cases and 
has provided for the payment of damages. I mean the case where 
an administrator may sue and recover damages for the death of the 
intestate where the death is caused by the fault, negligence, or other 
act of the party causing the death. In England they have amended 
their act so as to make provision for the measure of damages allowed 
in such case, giving it in gross sum in dollars and cents. 

_ In the cases which I have had the honor to represent in the courts, 
it was claimed that this act reached all those cases; that they were 
cases provided for by the laws of certain States which created the 
cause of action; and that this was an act regulating admiralty juris- 
diction, and that the State could not make a law which would create 
# cause of action in admiralty or affect admiralty rules. Therefore 
a cases, which were brought in the common-law court, were held 
Subject to admiralty jurisdiction, and this act was held by the district 
jnaee to apply, and bar all cause of action given by State statutes. 

the ren that the object of this act is to relieve the party who has 
conte whe _ to place the responsibility of the damages upon the 
os = has no —_ This act is framed to give a cause of ac- 
one hst the poor pilot who cannot respond to a judgment for his 


sness, and relieves the owners of the vessel from all liability 
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for his carelessness when he is acting as their agent and the lives of 
persons are intrusted to his care. 

Mr. SAYLER. I would like to call the gentleman’s attention to 
the fact that he has not read the section. 

Mr. BRAGG. I have read the section, and I will proceed to show 
what the courts have held as to the legal principles involved, and 
what I think they will hold again. This act relieves the owner of a 
vessel from responsibility for the carelessness or negligence of his 
agent. 

Mr. SAYLER. Not to the extent of his interest in the vessel and 
freight then pending. 

Mr. BRAGG. It was to that point that I desired to call attention, 
and I was glad to hear the gentleman from New York [Mr. Town- 
SEND] speak of that point, although I think he scarcely appreciated 
the extent to which the decision of the court of admiralty goes. The 
gentleman thought he might be roasted, and that the hull on which 
he was roasted was alone responsible. 

The court of admiralty holds that what is left of the hull is all 
that is to be distributed among all the sufferers; so that in the case 
of a Vanderbilt steamer being burned and if all that is left is her 
chains and her anchors, these are appraised and the proceeds paid 
into the court of admiralty, and all the persons damaged in person 
or property can have is to come in and take their share of three 
hundred or four hundred dollars which these may be worth. I know 
that that isso in the court of admiralty, because I have been obliged 
to take that myself under the provisions of this very act. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think I can show that the intention of the 
act according to its proper construction is to relieve the owner It 
is drawn with a great deal of care. The boards of trade and the 
gentlemen who represent capital show their fingers here, as they do 
in a great deal of other legislation. The bill says: 

Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage from explosion, 
fire, collision, or other cause, the master and the owner of such vessel, or either of 
them, and the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so injured, to the full 


amount of damage, if it happens through any neglect or failure to comply with the 
provisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections— 


Imperfections of what? 
of the steaming apparatus or of the hull. 


There you have limited the liability of the owner of the vessel 
and the master to damage which is occasioned by defects specitied 
in this act. 

Now what is the next clause? It must be known to the owner— 

3nt if such explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur without the fault, 
privity, or knowledge of the owner or owners— 

And that is held in admiralty under the construction of this act by 
the courts not to apply to the negligence of the master running the 
vessel but to the personal negligence or fault of the owner— 
the total liability of such owner or owners respectively shall in no case exceed 
the amount or value of his or their interest in such vessel and freight then pend- 
ing. 

And what is the value of his interest in a steamboat that has 
roasted the bodies of a hundred men, women, and children and sent 
their souls unshrived to their Maker? Nothing at all, except the 
value of his interest in the anchor and the chains. It is provided 
thai is all he shall be liable for. And the argument of the English 
courts is that it is necessary to encourage the man of capital to in- 
vest it in this way for the purpose of advancing the interest of com- 
merce and that people will be slow to put their capital into vessels 
if they are made liable for the damage which is the result of the neg- 
ligence of their sailors, their firemen, their engineers, or their pilots. 

Now let us see how cautiously they provide for the poor devil who 
stands at the helm: 

And any person sustaining loss or injury through the carelessness, negligence, 
or willful misconduct of any master, mate, engineer, or pilot, or his neglect er re- 
fusal to obey the laws governing the navigation of such steamers, may, in addition, 
sue such master, mate, engineer, or pilot— 


Men who are not worth adollar in the world in the great majority 
of cases— 


and recover damages for any such inj ury caused by any such master, mate, engi- 
neer, or pilot. 

Such, I say, is the proper construction of this act. In the first por- 
tion of the section the master and owner are made liable for one class 
of cases: negligence by reason of failure to comply with the provis- 
ions of this act, and that alone. It then provides that the extent of 
the liability where the damage results from neglect known to the 
owner shall be the value of the hull remaining after the loss. It then 
provides that in cases where the damage shall result from the care- 
lessness or negligence of any oflicer, mate, engineer, or pilot, in that 
case a cause of action so exists against such mate, engineer, or pilot. 
Now, having provided for the liability of the master in another clause 
and limiting the liability in another, there is then provision made for 
the case of the negligence of the officers. It is provided that they 
shall be responsible, and that this excludes the owner from any re- 
sponsibility is a construction which the courts will sustain. It will 
be held that the liability provided for by the said clause was intended 
to apply only to persous named in that elanse, because the exclusion 
of the owner in the last clause and including him in the previous 
clause will be construed to exempt him from liability in the case 
where persons by name are mentioned and charged with liability, and 
his name is omitted from the class. 
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Therefore I hope not only that section will be stricken out, but that 
the portion of the Revised Statutes which it proposes to amend shall 
also be repealed and that the owners of vessels shall be responsible in 
every case where at common law they can be charged with negligence 
for injury to the persons or ruin to the property of the passengers. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, the amendment submitted by the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. BEEBE] proposes to bring within the 
purview of this bill a subject excluded by the committee as being 
covered by the third rule of the existing statute. The rule, after fix- 
ing the liability of a vessel and its owner or owners and its officers 
for any neglect tocomply with the law or for any misconduct, and fix- 
ing the measure of those damages, provides for punishment for will- 
ful miseonduct upon the part of either officers or men connected with 
these vessels. It reads as follows: 


And any person sustaining Joss or injury through the carelessness, negligence, 
or willful misconduct of any master, mate, engineer, or pilot, or his neglect or re- 
fusal to obey the laws governing the navigation of such steamers, may, in addition, 
aur ich master, mate, engineer, or pilot, and recover damages for any such in- 


ry caused by any such master, mate, engineer, or pilot; and such officer may 
#0 be imprisoned not exceeding three years. 


Will the Clerk again read the amendment, so that I may know ex- 
actly what it is? 

The Clerk again read Mr. BeErBr’s amendment to insert after the 
word “pilot” the words “ or owner or owners of vessels.” 

Mr. REAGAN. That would be fixing a limited liability, as is now 
dove by law with regard to ocean navigation, and give another rule 
applying to the owners of these vessels a principle of unlimited dain- 
ages; so that there would be two rules, one giving limited damages 
against the owner and the other unlimited damages for willful fault 
or negligence of subordinates. I regret exceedingly, Mr. Speaker, to 
see the temper in which this amendment is discussed. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [ Mr. BraGG] is in a worse fix than the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. TOWNsEND,] who thought that he saw in 
this an abomination, for he discovered the hand of frand and igno- 
rance inthis bill. If he discovered that, he must search for that fraud 
or ignorance in the committee. I do not know how he proposes to 
reach that course, but I will tell him that eleven men passed on this 
bill,and, knowing the importance of thissection which will be brought 
into the courts continually for construction, in view of their responsi- 
bility to their constituents and the country, they framed this section, 
not in the interests of boards of trade nor through any instramental- 
ity of fraud or evil desires, but that because in their deliberate judg- 
ment the rule fixing the measure of damages on inland navigation 
hould be made the same as applies to the ocean and lake navigation 
of our own land. As I have already stated two or three times, the 
evidence before the committee was full and ample to show that the 
law which makes limited liability the rule in one case and not in the 
other is wrong. Many particular cases were presented to the com- 
mittee. Now, if we pass this law there will be more security to the 
shippers upon our inland navigation and less danger entailed on 
owners if the parties were to be made responsible for their share in 
the venture and for their share only. It is really a measure to 
cheapen commerce. We thought it a wise measure of political econ- 
omy Which would induce capitalists to invest their money in steam- 
boats and vessels engaged in the carrying trade, as they will make 
themselves at least partially responsible for any injury that may take 


place, 





&S 


Mr. HOUSE. I would like to ask the gentleman a question for 
information. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would like to say just one word further upon the 
point 1 was tonching. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Brace] 
in his lengthy speech said not one word upon the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. BEEBE,] but spoke upon the 
rule of law as it now exists. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I want to protest against the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] bringing men to book for over- 
talking their time. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Very few of the gentlemen who have spoken this 
morning upon this amendment have not overtalked their time; even 
the gentleman from New York himself has done so. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Oh, yes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, however, as his attention has been 
called to it, will hereafter contine debate to the five-minutes rule. 

Mr. REAGAN. I had commenced to say that the gentleman from 
Wisconsin [Mr. BraGG] did not discuss the amendment before the 
Hionse, but did discuss the law as it now stands upon the statute- 
book, and urged his objections to the law now upon the books and 
in force as an objection to this bill, which is notalaw. It seems 
to me it would have been better for him to direct his attention 
to the bill before the House and to the amendment under considera- 
tion. He entertained the Honse during the somewhat lengthy time 
by denouncing the existing law, but the existing law which he de- 
nounces gives unlimited liability. 

Mr. HOUSE. I want to ask the gentleman from Texas a question. 
What is the object, intention, or necessity of having any such section 
as this at all? Why not leave the owner and officers of the vessel to 
that common law of rights and remedy of liability? 

Mr. REAGAN. Ihave answered that, but I suppose the gentle- 
man did not hear me when I spoke. I say again there is another 
act that fixes the measure of damages and the rule of liability. 

Mr. HOUSE. I understand that; but the question I wanted to 
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ask the gentleman is, the object of that present law 





present one he now proposes that the Honse shall enact —— 
Mr. REAGAN. I understand the gentleman’s question 
endeavor to auswer. 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. KENNA. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Tex, 


enable him to answer. = 

Mr. REAGAN. I have already stated several times the » 
this section is proposed, and I hopethat my answer wil] yy, 
heard, because I gave the reasons which influenced the commis, 
of the House unanimously and the Senate committee in re: ct 
ing the same section. 

Under the present law of unlimited liability men able +, 
steamboats will not allow them to be run in their name. as 4 
rule, because of the unlimited liability fixed upon them. 
holds one hundred dollars’ worth of stock in a steamboat 
loss is $50,000 or $100,000, under the common-law rule of | 


lta man 


nal + 
i 


holder of the hundred dollars of stock must pay the fifty thous ind “ 
one hundred thousand dollars of damages. ; 

Mr. HOUSE. What isthe date of the law from which you } ive 
copied this section ? F 


Mr. REAGAN. I believe it is 1851. 

Mr. SAYLER. It is a law of 1851, and will be found in yo! 
of Statutes at Large. 

Mr. REAGAN. It was shown to us by gentlemen from various x 
tions of the country familiar with commerce that the owners 
steamboats, in order to avoid this unlimited liability, would ex. 
a mortgage or some kind of writing showing the legal owners! 
be in a third person. The boat would be run in the name of 1 
third person, and, withthe mortgagor’s lien or right of equity resting 
upon it, the profits would accrue to the mortgagor. Now, thy “ 
sons who would consent to be known to the public as the oy 
these steamboats, as a rule, are persons who are insolvent an 
care for any responsibility. 

It was said before us that if we would fix a limited liability t} 
men of means would be induced to take stock in steamboats, and 
thus the cost of transportation would be cheapened by enlarging the 
facilities of transportation, and security would be given to those 
who sustained lesses by holding these persons liable to the extent of 
their interest in thovessel. It was believed that this new rule would 
enlarge the amount of shipping, increase the responsibility of ship- 
owners, add to the security of persons shipping, and in every resjx 
give advantages over the practical working of the common-law rule 
of unlimited liability. 

Mr. HOUSE. Then you restrict the liability of owners below 


! 


ime 4 
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i 





com- 


mon-law liability in order to induce them to embark in this business? 
Mr. REAGAN. That is one reason; but it not only induces them 


to embark in the business, but, what is more, we believe from t! 
evidence before us it will enlarge the means of shippers being 
demnified for losses and will improve the commerce of the country. 

Mr. HOUSE. And at the expense of the safety of the traveling 

mtblic. 

Mr. REAGAN. No; the gentleman has not studied the section. I 
regard this question as of too much importance to be dealt with ina 
manner which shows that the section under consideration has not 
even been considered by the gentlemen who criticise it. 

Mr. HOUSE. The gentleman does not understand me. He admits 
that it is proposed to put the liability of owners below their common- 
law liability in order to induce them to go into the business. 

Mr. REAGAN. IL understand that; but the gentleman— 

Mr. HOUSE. You admit that. Then if you lessen their liability 
for that purpose, do you not do so at the expense of the safety of the 
traveling public? 

Mr. SAYLER. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. REAGAN. Wait a moment; I desire to notice what the gen- 
tleman has said. He mixes up indiscriminately the traveling public 
with freight. Therefore it was that I said that he was criticising 4 
section of the bill which he had not studied. When we debate the 
question about the liability of owners for loss of freight he comes 
back and says that we reduce the liability. When I tell him that we 
increase it, he says we reduce it at the expense of the safety of the 
passengers. He must make that point because he has not studied the 
section. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] ; 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 


A 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMPson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed, with amendments !n 
which the concurrence of the House was requested, a bill of the tol- 
lowing title: yn 

A bill (H. R. No. 542) to change the location and name of the 
Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed and 
requested the concurrence of the House in a bill of the following 
title: , 

A bill (8. No. 493) to appoint a commission to ascertain the cost o! 
removing the Naval Observatory. a 

The message also announced that the Senate bad passed and n 
quested the concurrence of the House in resolutions providing ‘or 


ting of enlogies delivered in the two Houses of Congress 
» late Senators, Oliver P. Morton and Lewis V. Bogy. 


STEAMBOAT REGULATIONS, ETC. 



















































House resumed the consideration of the steamboat bill. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 17 he gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
ReaGAN] and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr, SAYLER] are at vari- 
> he gentleman from Ohio sincerely believes that this section 
ot designed to reduce the liabilities of owners of steamboats 
rivers. The gentleman from Texas (Mr. REAGAN ] avows that 
directly designed to reduce their liability for the purpose of 
ng more men to go into the business. Now, is that neces- 


The 


ance. 
was I 
upon 


it 


8 





~~? 
a SAYLER. I wish to correct the gentleman; he has mistaken 
yOSTT ION. 
mM r \WNSEND, of New York. I decline to yield, because I have 
not time. Is there a necessity for it? Are we men that know some- 
thing of this country or do we not? Why, sir, in my day the colos- 
<a] Vanderbilt estate has been built up on the Hudson River in the 
-arrving of freightsand passengers. Daniel Drew made five fortunes 
that be as been able to gamble away. The Saint John’s estate has 
hecome colossal. The Stevens estate has run up to millions. John 
Kelley became a man of immense wealth upon the Hudson River. 
And now, when these things have occurred before our eyes, when we 
see these men with mammoth fortunes which none of us can hope to 
reach, all at once it is necessary to do something for the poor river 
men and let the people who have occasion to make use of these ves- 
that navigate the waters of the country take care of themselves. 
1 said it was in substance a monstrous prop- 


That is the proposition. 
osition, and I say so now. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] very ably argued this 
question. He showed how badly it worked on the waters of the lake. 
lf it works thus badly on the waters of the lake do we want to put 
it on the waters of the rivers? We want to understand it; and the 
gentleman from Wisconsin told us what its effect will be as old Sam- 
uel told the people of Israel what should be the manner of the king- 
dom. We have the Bible for it. He told us what should be the 
manner of the kingdom. [Laughter.] And, sir, as the gentleman 
from Wisconsin told us, there is only one evil that this act or this 
section seeks to avoid, that arising from the errors and faults of men 
managing the craft. But there are other faults that ought to be 
provided for. The design of this section is to say “get your hull in- 
spected, get your boilers inspected, prepare your vessel as provided 
by the act, and you may go scot-free.” And it is perfectly well 
known by every man who has tried a case in court that a man may 
obtain the license, may have the inspection, and yet his craft may be 
as utterly unseaworthy as it is possible to be. I had a case upon the 
Hudson River since the enactment of the law of 1851, where that 





the Hudson River. In that case, however, we recovered, and we re- 
covered for a reason that this section has fairly shut out. 

ldo not say that Daniel Drew or his agents were active in draw- 
ing this section or suggesting it. In that case we recovered from 
Daniel Drew, not because he actually knew the condition of the 
boiler-plates but because he ought to have known it. But there can 
be no recovery in such a case under this section. 

Mr. BEEBE. Having proposed this amendment, I desire to say 
another word in reference to it, and then I shall not trespass further 
on the attention of the House. I think the gentleman from Texas, 
when he complains that the committee has not been treated in com- 
plimentary terms by the gentleman from Wisconsin, ought to remem- 
ber that this House has some sensitiveness on this matter. I do not 
think he can make it appear to the country that the House, in the 
consideration of this proposition, is taking any steps that it does not 
thoroughly understand. I was surprised yesterday when he arose 
in his place and stated to the House and the country that in the 
framing of this bill they were looking tothe interest of property. I 
say, sir, that the limitations of the common law have for years been 
in the interest of property, and it is time something was done now 
in the interest of human life. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman will allow me, I hope, if he states 
my position, he will state it correctly. He has not done so. 

Mr. BEEBE. I do not state the gentleman’s position. I leave his 
own language to place him before the country, as it will do, without 
relerence to his construction or mine, and giving him the benefit of 
any disclaimer he may now make. 

Mr. REAGAN. I make no disclaimer of my position. 

Mr. BEEBE. I desire to proceed without interruption. Let us 
look at the practical working of this proposition. Men owning prop- 
erty of this class can get it insured, perhaps are directors of the in- 
surance company in which it is insured. They can then employ unfit 
and ineflicient men to manage the vessel. Let us look for a moment 
at the condition of things this will produce. Able, responsible men 
demand living wages for their services. We will employ men who 
are unlit, unworthy, and whom we know to be incapacitated, but we 
can get them cheaper, and so the skilled laborer must stand aside. 
then by reason of the incompetency of the person thus employed, if 


= vessel be wrecked a hundred or five hundred lives are lost and 
Because he has got his vessel insured, and is perhaps upon the very 
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law was thrust in my face and sought to be applied to the waters of 
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company and in the direction of the company who insured it. And 
this company, instead of paying forfeit, bursts, and the country has 
nothing to show for it, but these sufferers are not heard of in the 
committee-room ; nothing can disturb their tranquillity. The widow 
may wear weeds and stand at the door of the committee-room and 
pray in vain. 

Sir, in the interest of forty millions of people, we say to gentlemen 
that the protection of human life and human liberty is the greatest 
obligation resting upon us when we address ourselves to legislation. 

Mr. RIDDLE. In order that the gentleman from Texas may have 
an opportunity of replying to the gentleman from New York I yield 
him my time. ; 

Mr. REAGAN. I confess that I was a little surprised to hear the 
gentleman from New York work himself into such a state of excite- 
ment and pour out a patriotic ebullition in behalf of the people. The 
gentleman tells us that I spoke yesterday in favor of property and 
against the people. Iam surprised that the gentleman should charge 
me as being in favor of property and against the people. I wish the 
gentleman had understood himself better. I dislike such flings as 
that, especially when they are wholly uncalled for and wholly unwar- 
ranted by the facts. What I did say on yesterday was that, while I 
had every respect for the rights of these officers and every desire for 


just and equal laws, I did not feel that it was right to take all the 


tax off these officers, if we intended to make the service self-support- 
ing and put the tax entirely on property. Sir, I have nothing to take 
back in that. If it is intended that the service shall be self-sustain- 
ing I believe we have adopted the proper principle; but I did not say 
that I would take the burden off of property and put it on the peo- 
ple. My whole life contradicts any such supposition, and I have a 
whole life to witness that I never played the demagogue from my 
cradle to this day. 

I now propose to finish my answer to the gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. House] which I was making when I wasinterrupted by the 
expiration of my time. 

1 read from the bill: 


Sec. 4493. Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from 
oe. fire, collision, or other cause, the master and the owner of such vessel, or 
either of them, and the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so injured, 
to the full amount of damage, if it happens through any neglect or failure to com- 
ply with the provisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections of 
the steaming apparatus or of the bull. 


The owners, then, are liable if they have not fully complied with 
the law. Another rule comes in then, which is, that the owner shall 
only be liable to the extent of his interest in the vessel. ‘Then there 
is a third rule which fixes the liability for those guilty of willful 
misconduct. The whole object is to determine whether the law of 
limited liability shall prevail on the ocean and lakes and the law of 
unlimited liability on the rivers, which is a practical deprivation of 
the people of all remedy. I would like now to have a vote upon the 
amendment. 

Mr. SAYLER. This isa question of so much importance that it 
onght to be discussed dispassionately, and gentlemen of the House 
should give it their serious attention. Gentlemen talk of the com- 
mon-law liability for a failure in the owners of vessels to protect life 
and property. Now I undertake to say to the gentleman from Wis- 
consin [Mr. BrRaGG] and to the gentleman from Tennessee ([Mr. 
House] that there is not a commercia! nation on the earth that holds 
ship-owners to the old English common-law liability. The doctrine 
and rule of the law that in all matters ex delicto the liability of ship- 
owners shall be made only equal to their ownersbip in the vessel has 
prevailed ever since we had a commerce, and it has prevailed in all 
the countries of maritime Europe—in Holland, in Hamburg, in 
France, by special ordinance, and in England since the time of George 
II. In this country I think the common law liability did prevail 
until 1851, and I believe that the change was brought about by the 
decision of the Supreme Court in the Lexington case; and in 1851 
the same principle that had prevailed in maritime Europe was estab- 
lished on the oceans and lakes, and I observe that gentlemen who 
live upon the oceans and lakes are very willing to let us bear the 
burden on the rivers. 

Now, the only thing that is accomplished by this bill, so far as the 
matter in the discussion to-day is concerned, is the change of a little 
provision in the act of 1451 when we were first compelled to adopt 
some course in regard to the law which then prevailed throughout 
all the commercial nations of Europe, and that provision was this: 


This act shall not apply to the owner or owners of any canal-boat, barge, or lighter, 
or to any vessel of any description whatsoever used in river or inland navigauon, 


Mr. BRAGG. Is there not to-day a decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in regard to that restriction of the act of 1851 
nullifying it as to vessels upon inland waters? 

Mr. SAYLER. My understanding is expressly to the contrary, and 
the third section of the act expressly makes this provision. We are 
simply doing for the great rivers of the West, of the interior of the 
country, and for their commerce, what is already in existence for the 
commerce of the lakes and the ocean. Wearesimply following in the 
line of what all the commercial nations of the world havedone, noth- 
ingelse. All this talk about making men responsible for lives is used 


dollar is lost to the inhuman owner in this traftic, and why ? | here as if we were proposing some new thing. 


It would seem as if gentlemen did not like to represent property. 
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I say it is the duty of the Representative to represent property. Life, 
liberty, property, are the three great interests to be protected. 
no objection to saying that I stand here as much the representative 
of men of property as of anything else. 
interests of the people who navigate the Ohio, Missouri, and Missis- 
sippi. I am here representing the interests of those great streams 
that float more commerce than the ocean and the lakes. 
opposed to restrictions being placed upon their commerce that are 
not placed upon the commerce of any other nation on earth, or of the 
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Iam here to represent the 


commerce of our own people on the lakes and on the ocean. 


Mr. BRAGG. 


I desire to call the attention of the gentleman to the 
decision of the Supreme Court in 24 Howard, Moore and others against 
the American Transportation Company. 
act of 1551 provides that that act shall not apply to tho owner or 


The seventh section of the 


owners of any canal barge or lighter, or to vessels of any description 


used on rivers or inland navigation. 


tion did not include vessels on the great lakes. 


Mr. SAYLER. 


The decision states precisely what I have stated, 
that the exception does not include lake steamers. 
that is what 1 complain of, that the lake steamers are free from the 
provisions of this exception while they apply to the commerce of our 


The court held that that excep- 


rivers. In that I agree with the gentleman perfectly. 
I ask that we may now have a vote. 


Mr. REAGAN. 
The question was upon the amendment of Mr. BEEBE to insert after 
the word “pilot,” in line 21, the words “or the owner or owners of the 


vessel,”’ 


The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 62, 


noes 52. 


Mr. REAGAN. This is so important that I must ask for tellers. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 


I call for the yeas and nays. 


want to see who are in favor of providing for the public safety. 


1e yeas and nays were ordered, there being 38 in the aflirmati 
The 3 1 nay 1 1, tl being 38 in the aflirmative, 


more than one-fifth of the last vote. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 80, nays 159, not 


voting 53; as follows: 


Aldrich, 
Leebe, 
senedict, 
Blair 
Bouck, 
Boyd, 
Bragg 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Bright, 
Lrogden, 
Browne, 
Bundy 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 
Batler, 
Cain 
Campbell, 
Canbon, 


Aiken, 
Aikina, 
Lagley, 


taker, John HH. 


Raker, William I. 


Rallou, 
Banka, 
Lanning, 
Bell, 
Ricknell, 
Bisbee, 
Bliss, 
Ilount, 
Boone, 
Bridgea, 
Buckner, 
abell 


aldwell, John W. 


‘aldwell, W. IP. 
‘alkina, 

andler, 
‘arlisle, 
hittenden, 


‘larke of Kentacky, 


‘ 

{ 

( 

‘ 

( 

( 

‘ 

‘ 
Clymer, 
Cobb, 

Cole, 

Collina, 
Conger, 
Covert, 

Cox, Jacob D. 
Crapo, 
Cravens, 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 
Cutler, 
Davidson, 
Davis, Horace 
Davis, Joseph Jd. 
Denison, 


acon, 
tayne, 
Slack burn, 
sland, 


er) 


YEAS—#0. 


Caswell, 
Chalmers, 
Claflin, 

Clark, Alvah A. 
Clark of Missouri, 
Clark, Rush 
Cook, 

Cummings, 
Deering, 

Dickey, 

Eden, 

Elam, 

Finley, 

Forney, 

Hanna, 

Harris, Benj. W. 
Ilart, 

llayes, 

Hooker, 

licuse, 


Hungerford, 
Jones, Frank 
Jones, John 8S. 
Keightley, 
Lathrop, 
Lockwood, 
Luttrell, 
Maish, 
Marsh, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
McMahon, 
Morse, 
Oliver, 


Patterson, G. W. 


Phelps, 
Pollard, 
Potter, 
Price, 
Robbins, 


NAYS 159. 


Dibrell 
Dunnell, 
Durham, 
Eames, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett 

Evans, James L. 
Evins, John LL. 
Felton, 

Fic ld, 

Fort, 

Franklin, 
l’reeman, 

Frye, 

Gardner, 
Gartield, 
Garth, 

Gause, 

Gibson, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 

Goode, 

Gunter, 

Hale, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Haskell, 
Hatcher, 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
Henkle, 

lienry, 

Herbert, 
Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hubbell, 


Humphrey, 
litner, 
Jones, James T. 
Jorgensen, 
Joyee, 
Kenna, 
Kilinger, 
Kimmel, 
Kuapp, 
Knott, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 
Leonard, 
Ligon, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Lynde, 
Mackey, 
Manning, 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKenzie, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe, 
Money, 
Monroe, 
Morgan, 
Muldrow, 
Neal, 
Norcross, 
O'Neill, 
()verton, 


Patterson, T. M. 


Peddie, 
Phillips, 
Pound, 
Powers, 
Rainey, 
Randolph, 
Rea, 


NOT VOTING—S53. 


Camp, 

Cex, Samuel 8. 
Danford, 
Darrall, 


Douglas, 
Dwight, 
Fickhoff, 
Ellis, 


Robinson, George D. 


Robinson, Malton 8S. 
Sampson, 

see 

Shelley, 

Smith, William E. 
Southard, 
Springer, 

Steele, 

Stenger, 

Tipton, 
‘Townsend, M. I. 
Veeder, 

Walsh, 

Welch, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael D. 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 8. 
Wren. 


Reagan, 

Reed, 

Rice, Americans V. 
Rice, William W. 
Riddle, 

Ryan, 

Sayler, 

Scales, 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Singleton, 
Sinnickson, 
Slemons, 

Smalls, 

Stewart, 

Stone, John W. 
Strait, 

Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Throckmorton, 
Townsend, Amos 
Tucker, 

Turner, 

Vance, 

Waddell, 

Ward, 

Watson, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, A. S. 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, ©. G. 
Williams, James 
Williams, Richard 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Willits, 

Wilson, 

Wright, 

Yeates, 

Young. 


Evans, L. Newton 
Ewing, 
Foster, 
Faller, 


I have 


I am utterly 


I know that: 


I 
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Hamilton, Mills, Roberts, 


0 shen: wr 
Harmer, Mitchell, Robertson, at - nd, RW, 
Hendee, Morrison, Ross, Van Vorhes 
Hiscock, Muller, Schleicher, Wait 
Hunter, Pacheco, Smith, A. Herr Walker 
Hunton, Page, Sparks, Warner 
James, Pridemore, Starin, Wood. ' 
Keifer, Pagh, Stephens, P 
Kelley, Quinn, Stone, Joseph C. 
Ketcham, Reilly, Swann, 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

During the call of the roll, the following announcement was 1, ule 
Mr. COBB. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Haminroy. 
absent on account of sicknees. eae 

Mr. MAYHAM. I desire to move an amendment to this sectioy | 
striking out and inserting - 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon the motion to strike 
out a part of the paragraph, which the gentleman from Migsissi,, 
(Mr. HooKER, ] not now in his seat, said he would make. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I move to strike out the whole section. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Towns; ND] 
has already made that motion. 

Mr. FIELD. I desire to move an amendment to perfect the section 

The SPEAKER. That will be in order. c 

Mr. FIELD. I move toamend by inserting after the word “ officer.” 
in line 22, the words “ upon indictment and conviction of such caro 
lessness, willful misconduct, neglect, or refusal.” 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not know that there is any objection to that 
It does not conflict with the bill and perhaps makes it better, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOOKER. I move to amend by striking out the second sep. 
tence of the section, upon which I propose to say a few words, The 
part I propose to strike out is as follows: 


vy 





ISSIppi, 


Bat if such explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur withont the fault 
privity, or knowledge of the owner or owners, the total liability of such owner 
owners respectively shall in no case exceed the amount or value of his or ti 
interest in such vessel and freight then pending. 


I believe that this provision of the bill proposes to limit the liabil- 
ity of the owner or owners of a vessel to the extent of that owner- 
ship. It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that this is a proposition which 
the House certainly will not sustain in declaring that the injury done 
to the person or property that may be intrusted to a common carrier 
shall be limited simply to the extent of the property of the owner 
in the vessel. Such a proposition as that would be at variance 
with that uniform principle which has prevailed in reference to this 
matter. 

Mr. SAYLER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him where the 
system did prevail in modern times which he suggested, except on 
the western rivers, and where the law is? 

Mr. HOOKER. I speak according to the common-law principles 
which prevail everywhere as to the liability of common carriers, 
liabilities that relate as well to the owner and master of the vessel; 
and I said that the universal principle with regard to the liability 
of common carriers, which we borrowed from that country whence 
we got our language and laws, has been that a common carrier is 
responsible, with but two single exceptions. When the genius of one 
of our countryman applied the motive power of steam to propelling 
vessels on our rivers and when a still more noted countryman 
carved out passages over and dug mines through the mountains to 
carry railroad trains over the country, they came into existence sub- 
ject to the common-law rule as to their liability and against which 
they exercised a power extensive as their power of transportation 
compared to the old methods. When they came into existence they 
came in with the law in regard to common carriers, standing on the 
statute-books. We borrowed it from the law of England; and there 
ought not to be in this bill any limitation of liability in regard to 
these vessels, because they carry by steam upon the water, rather 
than by steam upon the land. 

Sir, in regard to this question, I have had occasion in the courts of 
the country where the question has arisen to oppose the method the 
parties resorted to to limit the liability. I say the proper principle 
is that the common carrier, whether he carries by water or over 
land by steam, should stand upon the same footing, and I therefore 
say that the principle embodied in this proposition which I propose 
to strike out, with regard to limiting the liability of owners, will be 
tosay toaman, “ you may carry your person or property by this method, 
and yet you shall have no remedy for the loss you may have sustained 
through these carriers except to the extent that they are able to re- 
spond, according to their interest in the vessel, whatever their other 
property may be.” It is my opinion that the priueiple of this section 
which I propose to strike out, limiting the liability, is an infringe- 
ment of the common-law principle that prevails in this country and 
in England, from which we borrow our law. ; 

Mr. REAGAN. I have so often explained the reasons for the lis- 
bility of ownership and the extent to which it should go, that | only 
ee to refer to a single reference made by the gentleman from 
Mississippi to the common-law rule and his statement that we pro- 
pose an innovation for the first time on the common-law rule. If the 
gentleman had had his patience and labor taxed as the Committee 
of Commerce has been in the investigation of this subject, he would 
find it not quite safe to make that statement. The existing legisla- 








tion, as the gentleman would have known if he had been in his place 
+ ne this debate, involves the common-law liability of the owners 
<> wom on all ocean and lake navigation. ; 

In England, from which we borrowed the law to which he refers, 

ther the ocean or inland navigation was long since qualified as 
-onalify it in this statute. The same is true of France. The same 
ine ff Prussia and Austria and of every civilized country. Yet the 
eontleman thinks we are now, for the first time in the history of leg- 
C jative action upon the subject, proposing an innovation upon the 
des trine of the common law. It is not necessary to go over this whole 
matter again, yet I will call attention once more to the first clause of 
the section: 

Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from explosion, 
ey. eoilision, or other canse, the master and the owner of such vessel, or either of 
‘ i the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so injured, to the full 
= . a of damage, if it happens through any neglect or failure to rey with the 
«cisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections of the steaming 
}pparatus or of the bull. 

Ile will see that that embraces the provision providing for cases 
where there is a neglect or failure to comply with the provisions of 
this bill in regard to the steam apparatus, &c. 

That covers all the regulations under title 52 on the subject of 
security to life and property. If, after a vessel has been inspected in 
her hull, in her engines, and in her boilers, and it is found that she 
is provided with all the life-saving apparatus required by law, there is 
vet a failure to officer her with properly licensed officers or to comply 
with any provision of the statute, then the liability is limited; but 
if the owners have evaded the law then the liability is unlimited. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. It is said on this floor that a man 
who has his property in steamboats should not be held liable beyond 
the amount of his ownership in the boat that is destroyed if an acci- 
dent occurs that destroys the boat, the passengers, and the freight. 
I desire to call the attention of the gentlemen on this floor to this 
fact. Ido not know how it is upon the waters of the Mississippi and 
of the West, but upon the Hudson River the carrying of freight and 
passengers upon these steamboats for thirty years past has been 
exclusively, I think I may say, or, if I am not strictly correct in that, 
almost exclusively, in the hands of corporations, operating upon the 
Hudson River in puny the same manner as railroad corporations 
operate upon land, 

A corporation has, perhaps, ten steamboats, equally valuable. One 
of them is destroyed, and the provisions of this bill would exempt 
the other nine from any liability for the loss. Here is a rich corpo- 
ration: it has lost one vessel; but we do not propose to follow that 
corporation beyond the vessel that is destroyed. We cannot sue the 
individual; we are compelled to sue the corporation. 

The difliculty in regard to this matter is that the passengers have 
no hearing before Congress; they cannot present their grievances 
here; they are not able to come here. I, for one, propose in this 
matter to cast my vote in sucha direction as shall protect passengers 
for the coming hundred years, as far as I can, by the same laws that 
have protected them for the last hundred years. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] 
would explain a matter in regard to which there is some doubt in the 
minds of some gentlemen. Is it the intention of the Committee on 
Commerce to limit the claim of the person suffering, the loser, the 
passenger, to the property in the vessel which may be destroyed, or 
isit the intention of the committee to limit the liability of each 
owner to an amount not exceeding his interest in the vessel which 
may have been destroyed? The answer to that question of course 
will make a great difference. In the one case the collision or explo- 
sion may annihilate the property and the owner will not then be 
liable at all. In the other (and that is the construction given to 
the clause by some gentlemen) it simply limits the liability of each 
owner to an amount equal to his interest in the vessel; so that, if 
the vessel is destroyed, he is still liable to the amount of his interest. 
The language of the section is this: 


If such explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur withont the fault, privity, 
or knowledge of the owner or owners, the total liability of such owner or owners 


respectively shall in no case exceed the amount or value of his or their interest in 
such vessel and freight then pending. 


I would like to know what was the intention of the committee, 
- —— are lawyers upon that committee, in framing that pro- 

sion 

Mr. REAGAN, I will state that the liability is nnlimited as to the 
officers and owners if the damage happens through their neglect or 
failure to comply with the provisions of this title. 

Mr. HALE. That I understand. 
, Mr. REAGAN. Up to that point the liability is unlimited. But 
‘if such explosion, fire, collision, or casualty shall occur without the 
fault, privity, or knowledge of the owner or owners, the total liabil- 
ity of such owner or owners respectively shall in no case exceed the 
aurount or value of his or their interest in such vessel and freight 
then pending.” My understanding is that the liability is for the 
one of the value of his interest in the vessel, and that the anni- 


a of the property would not relieve him from liability to that 


fr. HALE. That i ing; i i ati 
of the legal for at is my understanding ; that is my interpretation 


aie ce of this section, that the annihilation or destruction 
© vessel leaves the owner still liable to the amount of his inter- 
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est in the vessel. For instance, a steamboat explodes, blows up, goes 
to pieces, and was worth $20,000, and a person has a one-tenth inter- 
est in that boat, or $2,000. That boat is gone; she is not a boat after- 
ward. Yet that owner is still liable to the extent of $2,000, the 
amount of his interest in the vessel. Is that the understanding of 
the committee ? 

Mr. REAGAN. That is my understanding. 

Mr. REA. He is liable on a personal action. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I shall certainly vote for the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. HooKER.] I have been 
much impressed with the remarks of my friend from New York, [ Mr. 
TOWNSEND, ] and also with the remarks of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin, [Mr. BraGcG.] As I understand it, by adopting the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi and striking out the words 
he proposes to strike out, we will leave the law as it now is. 
The practical effect of that amendment will be to leave the statutes 
for the interpretation of our courts as in all our history those courts 
have thus far interpreted them when actions have been brought 
under those statutes. 

As I understand it, the proposed change of the law is in the inter- 
est of restraining the right to recover damages, which is now secured 
by common-law processes, to individuals for injury to life, person, or 
pees. I cannot give my assent to any limitation of that kind. 

would remind gentlemen upon this floor that in a number of States 
of this Union the effort has been made from time to time to adopt 
legislation in the interest of transportation companies and against 
individual interests and the interest of property owned by individ- 
uals. In my State of Pennsylvania a few years ago an attempt was 
made, and successfully made, in the interest of railroad corporations 
to pass a statute limiting the amount to be recovered by an individ- 
ual for injury to his person by railroad companies, in cases where 
they were liable, to the sum of $5,000; and to limit the amount of 
recovery which was allowed by statute to the wife or the surviving 
child or children for the death of the husband or father to the sum 
of $3,000. The latter was entirely a statutory provision ; the former 
was a constitutional right, and so binding that our courts held the 
law to be an invasion of the common-law right of trial by jury which 
was secured by ourconstitution. I am not sure but thatif the words 
sought to be stricken out by the gentleman from Mississippi were to 
pass in review before our courts they would be held to be unconsti- 
tutional, to be an invasion of the common-law right of a man to 
recover damages to the extent that he could satisfy the jury he was 
entitled to recover. For these reasons, and for kindred reasons, I 
shall vote in favor of striking from this section the words indicated 
by the honorable gentleman from Mississippi, thus retaining the stat- 
ute as we now find it. 

Mr. LYNDE. The liability of vessel-owners as provided for in this 
bill is very similar to the law as it exists at the present time. In 
1851 it was thought necessary in the interest of commerce to pass a 
law limiting the liability of vessel-owners. Previous to that time a 
law had been passed in several of the States of the Union protecting 
vessel-owners so far as they could protect them and limiting their 
ability to the amount of interest the owners had in the vessels. The 
Unived States found it necessary at that time to adopt similar laws 
and they have had a law of this kind for many years under which the 
liability of the vessel-owner does not extend beyond his interest in 
the vessel or the injury of the vessel or value of the vessel atthe 
time, and when the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] asks ne if 
that limitation existed after the vessel had been lost, or whether it 
extended only to his interest in the vessel previous to its being lost, 
I answer that it has been decided by our courts that it was limited to 
the value of the vessel, and it became necessary in the interest of com- 
merce to enact a law of this kind for the reason that our vessels fre- 
quently have cargoes to the value of four, five, and six hundred 
thousand dollars and some times millions of dollars. Through some 
fault of an employé, a sailor or officer of the vessel, a collision occurs 
and the vessel is destroyed and the property is entirely destroyed. 
Our ship-owners, our merchants, will not engage in commerce, they 
will not own vessels. We shall have no vessels if you hold them lia- 
ble in any event to the full value of the cargo pending where the 
vessel is destroyed or the property lost inthis way. It became neces- 
sary, therefore, in order to encourage commerce, to encourage men to 
invest their property in vessels, to limit the liability to the amount 
of their interest in the vessel itself. This has been the law for twenty- 
five years, and I do not see why we should change it; it works well 
and the contrary policy would be different from the law of nations 
and would be destructive to our commercial policy. 

Mr. BRAGG. It was said by the gentleman who last addressed 
the House that it became necessary and essential for the interest of 
commerce that this law should pass or that the present law remained 
limiting the liability of the vessel-owners to what remained after fire 
or collision. That was the argument that was used to support the 
British shipping act; but I think that argument is not in force when 
we look at the history of Americancommerce. Until the act of 1951 
there was no such protection to vessel-owners in America and I would 
like the gentleman to refresh his recollection and see if he remembers 
where since 1851 down to the present time our commerce has in- 
creased in thrift or whether it has not decreased. It was as thrifty 
prior to the passage of the act as it has been since. There have been 
no complaints about lack of protection for vessel- owners; there was 
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pay $16,000 or $15,000, and then these corporations went to work and 
lobbied Congress until this act was passed by Congress. 


Mr. POTTER. This question is one of so much importance that 
the House ought to understand exactly what it is asked by this bill 
Now, as the gentleman from Ohio said this morning, and the 
yentieman from Wisconsin has just repeated, in the reign of George 
111, Parliament in the interest of British commerce imposed a limita- 
tion upon the liability of the owners of vessels navigating the high 
eas, and in 151 Congress thought it wise toextend alike limitation 
not only to vessels upon the high seas, but to vessels upon the great 
lakes as well. Now, I understand the proposition is to extend that 
same limitation to the owners of steamboats upon our rivers, and it 
occurs to me, and what I want to learn is why if such legislation be 
tor the interest of commerce it was not adopted long before this. 
Our river commerce was as large then as now, and yet never before 
has any legislation been adopted extending this limitation of owner's 
liability so far as now proposed by the Committee on Commerce. 
What, then, has occurred that we should change at this time the rule 
of the owner’s liability ? 

Mr. SAYLER. Will the gentleman allow me to make an inquiry f 

Mr. POTTER. One moment and then I will yield, because I want 
to hear from the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] on this subject. 
I observe that this bill extends the limitation of the liability of own- 
ers not to all waters, but to rivers; it refuses to extend it to canals. 
Now, when this limitation was originally extended to the owners of 
vessels upon the oceans and the lakes it was for some reason not ex- 
tended to rivers. It is now proposed to extend it to rivers but not to 
What are the reasons for this? It is upon those points that 
I wish to be enlightened, because I am not sufliciently familiar with 
the subject to speak to them myself. 

Mr. SAYLER. Allow me to make one suggestion. I will state to 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. PoTTEeR] that this proposition is 
not anew one. It has already passed, not this present Honse, but 
the House of Representatives at three different sessions of Congress. 

Mr. POTTER. Yes; but did it not fail to commend itself to the 
wisdom of the Senate? 

Mr. SAYLER. It failed to pass the Senate. 

Mr. REAGAN. It was reported favorably to the Senate by its 
Committee on Commerce two years ago. 

Mr. POTTER. But it did not pass the Senate. 

Mr. SAYLER. It did not pass the Senate. It is not because the 
people interested in our western rivers have slept upon their rights 
that this subject has not been attended to, for they have been agi- 
tating it for years. In regard to canals, they are artificial water- 
ways, under State laws, and therefore we do not propose to bring 
them under the operation of United States laws. 

What is claimed is this: that precisely the same immunities and 
protections that are extended to vessels navigating the ocean and 
the lakes shall be extended to vessels navigating our great rivers. 
That is all there is in that proposition. It issimply taking away the 
restriction of the seventh section of the act of 1851, when we first 
abandoned the common-law doctrine in this country. And I will say 
to the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. a that there is no na- 
tion in which the common-law doctrine of liability prevails to-day. 
It does not prevail in England, from whence we get our English 
speaking-tongue, of which the gentleman so eloquently speaks, and 
has not prevailed there for one hundred years. It does not prevail in 
France, or in Belgium, or in Holland, or in a single State upon the 
Mediterranean. It does not prevail anywhere in this world where 
there is a commercial nation, except upon the rivers of the United 
States, and that is what our river men object to. 

Mr. POTTER. Will the gentleman tell me whether the limitation 
upon the liability of owners of vessels, which he says exists in the 
other great countries of the world, extends to river navigation? For 
instance, is there any such limitation upon the navigation of the Rhine 
or the Elbe? 

Mr. REAGAN. There is no exception made of rivers; the whole 
navigation comes under the same rule, whether it be inland or 
ocean, 

Mr. HOOKER. 
nent. 

Mr. HALE. I have an amendment which I wish to offer for the 
purpose of perfecting that portion of the section which the gentle- 
inan from Mississippi proposes to strike out. 

Mr. HOOKER. I will first make the remark which I desire to make. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WHITE] says that the pro- 
vision in this section of the billis the same as the law that now 
stands upon the statute-book. I imagine that is not exactly the case. 
On the contrary, I find by reference to the former statute, the Re- 
vised Statutes upon this subject, the latest revision of our statutes, 
that it contains no such provision as that embodied in this clause 
which I propose to strike out. The law as it stands upon the statute- 
book will be found in section 4493 of the Revised Statutes, which I 
ask the Clerk to read. It will be found that this section proposes a 
change of the law in that respect. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


to do 


canals, 


I desire to make one observation on my amend- 


Whenever damage is sustained by any passenger or his baggage, from explosion 
fire, collision, or other cause, the master and the owner of sach vessel, or cither o 
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no complaint about their liability until the Lexington was wrecked 
and an express company’s safe was lost with gold in it and had to 


them, and the vessel shall be liable to each and every person so injured. to; 


| amount of damage if it sagpeee through any neglect or failure to coy, 


| 





provisions of this title, or through known defects or imperfections of the «, 
apparatus or of the hull; and any person sustaining loss or injury throne) +s,” 
lessness, negligence, or willful misconduct of any master, mate. en Ines 
or his neglect or refusal to obey the laws governing the navigation of suc 

may sue such master, mate, engineer, or pilot, and recover damages {., ... 
injury caused by any such master, mate, engineer, or pilot. ee 


rough the ear 


eal 


Mr. HOOKER. One word more. My reason for moving to «t,)) 
out this provision is this: if there should be a company oryay),, 
for navigation purposes, the responsible men in that company i 
own interests in a vessel to the extent of $2,000 only; the ‘Vou 
might be registered in the name of a company or corporation w) i 
would not be worth one dollar. The proposition of the committe, : 
to limit the right of a party to recover against a solvent 
to compel him to go against an insolvent party. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to move an amendment in the direction ¢ 
my inquiry to the chairman of the committee reporting this )jj}. 
as to make certain what I understand to be his and my constryet, 
of this section. What I mean is that if a vessel shall be destroyed 
the owner shall be still liable to an amount equal to his interes: 
the vessel at the commencement of the voyage. I therefore moye to 
amend by striking out the words “the amount or,” in line 15, apd 
inserting in lieu thereof the words “an amount equal to the:” so 
that it will read, “an amount equal to the value of his or their inter. 
est,” &c. Also, to insert in line 16, after the word “ vessel,” the words 
“at the commencement of the voyage or trip.” 

The SPEAKER. The motion to strike out simply takes precedence 
of a motion to strike out and insert. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Chair hold that a motion to strike out ap 
entire clause of the section takes precedence of a motion to amend 
that clause ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman moves to strike ont and insert 

Mr. HALE, If Ishould move to strike out the whole paragraph 
and insert something else, then I understand that the motion to strike 
out simply would take precedence. But I move to strike ont certain 
words in a paragraph and to insert others for the purpose of perfect- 
ing the paragraph. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would hold that an amendment to the 
original text should be first taken. So far as the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] goes to perfecting the original 
text it is in order. 

Mr. HALE. That is my amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the amendment to be to 
strike out and insert. The amendment will be read by the Clerk. 

The amendment was again read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the latter part of the 
amendment to perfect the original text to be now in order; but the 
first part, to strike out and insert, is not in order until the motion 
to strike out simply has been voted on. 

Mr. REAGAN. Before the decision of the Chair is made I want to 
call attention to the fact that this is not a motion to strike out the 
whole clause which the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. Hooker] 
moves to strike out, but only particular words in the clause, aud in- 
sert other words. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was aware of that fact, for if it was 
to strike out that whole section the Chair would recognize the gen- 
tleman from New York who made that motion before the gentleman 
from Mississippi, who only proposes to strike out a part of the sec- 
tion, and the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. House] has indicated 
his purpose to strike out and insert, and the Chair has heretofore 
said that that is the last of the series of motions to be voted upon. 

Mr. HALE. Then I will change my amendment to save that point, 
for it comes in logically first. I move to strike out all the gentle- 
man’s proposition and to insert instead the clause as it was read 
amended. Does that cover the point? 

The SPEAKER. It does not, because his motion simply strikes 
out, and the practice of the House has uniformly been that a motion 
to strike out simply takes precedence of a motion to strike out and 
insert. 

Mr. HALE. I move, then, in line 15, after the word “amount ” to 
insert the words “equal to the amount,” and to insert alter the 
word “ pending,” in line 16, the words “ at the commencement ol the 
voyage or trip.” In that way it is not as symmetrical ; but it car- 
ries the force and saves the point of order. 

Mr. HOOKER. I make the point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. HALE. I do not propose to strike out at all. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment. 

The Clerk again read the amendment, as follows: 

After the word *‘ amount,” in line 15, insert the words “ equal to the amount f 


and to insert after the word “ pending,” in line 16, the words “ at the commence 
ment of the voyage or trip.” 


The SPEAKER. That is another amendment. 

Mr. HALE. Yes; that is an independent amendment. ; 

The question was taken on Mr. HALE’s amendment, and it was 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. HooKER’s amendment as amended 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to make a remark or two. Whether tus 
provision be stricken out or not it leaves the law in this respect ust 
as it would be if it remained in this bill. The provision of the law 
in the steamboat bill did not change the existing law, and I call the 
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party and 
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ttention of gentlemen to section 4282 of the Revised Statutes, which 
is as follows: 

No owner of any veasel shall be liable to answer for or make good to any person 
se or damage Which may happen to any merchandise whatsoever which shall 
<en in,or put on board any such vessel, by reason or by means of 
ning to or on board the vessel, unless such fire is caused by the de- 
lect of such owner. 


i, tal 






4 he next provision is as follows: 
lity of the owner of any vessel for any embezzlement, loss, or destrue- 


“4 \ ~ person, of any property. goods, or merc bandise shipped or put on 
of ane vessel, or for any loss, damage, or injury by collision, or for any act, 
ter. or thing, losa, damage, or forfeiture, done, occasioned, or incurred, with- 
the privity or knowledge of such owner or owners, shall in no case exceed the 
oot or value of the interest of such owner in such vessel and her freight then 





By section 4285— 
It shall be deemed a sufficient compliance on the part of such owner with the 
eeanirements of this title relating to his liability for any embezzlement, loss, or 
Jestruction of any property. goods, or merchandise, if he shall transfer his inter- 
auch vessel and freight, for the benefit of such claimants, to a trustee, to be 
«l by any court of competent jurisdiction, to act as such trustee for the 
person who may prove to be legally entitled thereto, from and after which trans- 
fer all claims and proceedings against the owner shall cease. 


Now the law itself decides the question the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Hae J asks. Another provision of the general law declares that 








a compliance with that law and satisfaction of that liability clause 

may be all transferred. Whatever interest the party may have in 

the vessel after it is destroyed or partially destroyed, and freights 

ending, can be transferred to trustees for the use of claimants. 
Another provision is as follows: 


The pre 


visions of this title relating to the limitation of the liability of the own- 
sels shall not apply to the owners of any canal-boat, barge, or lighter, or 
any vessel of any description whatsoever used in rivers or inland navigation. 





The general law is plain upon this subject. Now, in this steamboat 
bill we have extended the liability beyond the general statutory 
provision in behalf of passengers and their baggage. Those two 
things, injury of passengers personally and loss of their baggage, 
the law always made the owners of the vessel liable fully for all 
damages to the person or loss of baggage, that exceeds the general 
law and this bill extends the liability more than the general law. It 
has been so since 1871. I know of no case of my own knowledge 
where that provision has not met with the requirements of right and 
Now if you strike out the clause which the House has 
amended, you leave it to the section which I have read, with no lia- 
bility beyond the interest of the owner of the vessel of the freight 
pending. If the vessel is destroyed, there is no liability excepting 
the value of the freight. With the amendment of the gentleman 
from Maine, (Mr. HaLe,] adopted by the House, you extend the lia- 
bility to the owner of the vessel and you alter the general law of the 
land in that respect. 

Mr. HALE. So that the section as it now stands makes it more 
favorable to the passenger. 

Mr. CONGER. The section extends the liability much beyond the 
law as it now stands under the provision of the second section I read. 
I refer gentlemen to the general law, and they will see that the pro- 
vision in relation to the steamboat bill is under another title. If the 
Ilouse shall adopt this amendment, it gives an oxtension of liability 
in favor of the passenger and baggage; but if this clause is stricken 
ont with that amendment, then it leaves the general law of the land, 
which includes only the value of the vassal at the time she com- 
mences her trip, and then if the vessel is lost there is nothing to 
base a claim on because the owner will transfer his right to trustees. 

Mr. HOOKER. I have only to say in opposition to the words that 
have fallen from the lips of the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Con- 
GER, | that if his position is correct that the law as it now stands will 
not be changed, then strike it out, for it is surplusage ; but I think 
the last clause previously referred to was not designed nor intended 
to apply to cases of this kind. 

Mr. CONGER. I read the law relating to rivers. 

Mr. REAGAN. By the act of November, 1851, entitled “An act 
limiting the liability of ship-owners, and for other purposes ;” and 
the rule also extends to ships on the ocean, and our object is to ex- 
tend it to boats on rivers. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hooker’s amendment as amended ; 
and on a division there were—ayes 29, noes 93. 

Mr. HOOKER, I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 19 members voting in 
favor thereof, not one-fifth of the last vote. 

lhe amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. TUCKER. There is a sentence in this section to which I pro- 
pose to offer an amendment. It now provides that— 
ss The master and the owner of such vessel, or either of them, and the vessel shall be 
‘ave to each and every person so injured, to the fall amount of damage, if it hap- 
us through any neglect or failure to comply with the provisions of this title, or 
rough Known defects or imperfections of the steaming apparatus or of the bull. 
That language is in the act which it is proposed to amend. But it 
war gh ine, especially by reference to the late English case of Read- 
a ¥ os. Railroad Company, to be found in volume 4, Law Reports, 
held , bege 378, that while the owner of such a vessel should not be 
be heat . a warrantor of the seaworthiness of the vessel, he should 
Theref Da strict liability for any defects in the vessel or apparatus. 

erefore I propose to amend the portion I have read by striking out 
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the word “ known ” before the word “ defects,” and also to strike out 
the word “ hull” after the words “ defects or imperfections of,” &c., 
and to insert in place thereof the words “ vessel which could have 
been detected or provided against with reasonable care.” 
Mr. REAGAN. Ihave no objection to that amendment, although 
do not think it is necessary. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. TUCKER. Ialso move, in keeping with the amendment which 
has just been adopted, to insert in line 13 the word “negligence” 
before the words “ fault, privity, or know ledge,” &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I move to amend by striking out the 
words ‘then pending ” after the word “freight,” in line 16. 

The amendment was not agreed to; upon a division ayes 11, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. BRAGG. 
it the following : 


_ 


I move to amend the pending section by adding to 


Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed or taken to apply to causes 
of action created by statute in any State for death occasioned by negligence 

The object which I have in view in offering this amendment is this: 
the right to recover damages for death occasioned by negligence does 
not exist at common law, and was not recognized by maritime law. 
The first statute on that subject was known as Lord Campbell’s 
act in England, in 1247 I think. After the passage of that act the 
British shipping act was amended so as to recognize the loss of life 
as a proper cause of action for which parties were responsible in 
damages. In our own country several States of the Union, a great 
many of them, have followed Lord Campbell’s act, and have passed 
State laws on that subject limiting the right of remedy to $5,000. 

Now, as admiralty jurisdiction takes exclusive jurisdiction of all 
questions arising under the laws regulating commerce, the courts of 
admiralty hold that no State can take from or add to the jurisdiction 
of admiralty courts. Therefore in many of the courts the laws of a 
State creating causes of action for recovery in case of death are held 
not to be applicable to cases which are determined under the admi- 
ralty laws in the admiralty courts of the United States. It is true 
the Supreme Court of the United States in a Rhode Island case have 
made a decision tending the other way ; but still the minor courts 
do not recognize that decision as absolutely binding upon them so 
as to compel them to recognize State statutes in this regard. 

The proviso I have offered will put that matter beyond all question, 
so that in cases of death the State statutes will apply, making the 
limitation $5,000; and without this proviso there would be no cause 
of action at all. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not understand that the State courts take cog- 
nizance of the Federal legislation. Nor do I understand the sense in 
which the amendment of the gentleman can be made available. 

Mr. BRAGG. I can tell the gentleman. A State statute provides 
that in case of death by negligence, where, had the party lived, an 
action would accrue to him, in such case his personal representative 
can maintain the action. In most of the States the amount to be 
recovered is limited to $5,000, in some of the States to $3,000, to- 
gether with a proviso that the action shall be brought within a cer- 
tain number of years after the happening of the death. The Federal 
courts hold that where the suit is brought for negligence against a 
non-resident in a State court the case can be transferred to a United 
States court. Then when it reaches the United States court the 
admiralty court will enjoin from pleading at common law, and the 
question is determined under the laws of Congress independent of 
the State law. The party guilty of negligence then avails himself 
of the limitation in the shipping act and says: “ My liability is only 
measured by what remains of the wreck.” 

Mr. REAGAN. I trust that it will be agreeable to the Heuse to 
close debate on this section now, and I therefore move the previous 
question on the section and pending amendment. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The first question was upon the amendment of Mr. BraGa to add 
a proviso to the section; and upon a division there were—ayes 4), 
noes 69, 

No further count being called for, the amendment was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the proposition of the 
gentleman from New York to strike out the entire paragraph. 

The question being taken; there were—ayes 64, noes 77. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I ask for the yeas and nays. I 
want to make a record on this. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 35. 

So (the affirmative being more than one-fifth of the last vote) the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 94, nays 137, not 
voting 61; as follows: 





YEAS—9%4. 
Culberson, 


Cummings, 
Darral! 


Aldrich, 
Bacon, 
Beebe, 


Brogden, 
Bundy, 
Burchard, 


Forney, 
Fort, 
Freeman, 


Bicknell, Burdick, Deering, Gardner, 
Bisbee, Cabell, Dwight, Glover, 
Blackbarn, Cannon, Eden, Hanna, 

Blair, Clark, Alvah A. Fickhoff, Hardenbergh, 
Bouck, Clark of Missouri, Elam, Hart, 


Boyd, 
sragg, 


Br 


Clarke of Kentucky, Ellsworth, 
Crapo, ° Field, 
Crittenden, Finley, 


Hartzell, 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
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liewitt, G. W. Lathrop Price, Springer, 

lierbert Lindsey, Rainey Steele 

Hooker Loring Randolph, Stone, Joseph C. 
louse Marsh Reed Tipton, 

i Martin Rice, William W. ‘Townsend, M. I. 
Itt Mayham Robinson, George D. Townshend, hk. W. 
James MeKinley ltobinson, Milton S. Walsh, 
ele Fran} McMahon, Ryan Warner, 
Jone John dS Morrison Sampson, Watson, 

Keif Morne, Shelle v White, Harry 
Ket D Norcross, Sinnickson Wren. 

Ku Patterson, G. W. Smith, William E. 

Laphat Phelps, Southard, 

NAYS—137. 

Aiken Dickey, Killinger, Scales, 

Atkins Dunnell, Kimmel, Sexton, 

Baker, John H. Durham, Knapp, Shallenberger, 
Ballou Eames, Landers, Singleton, 
Lanning, Ellis, Leonard, Slemons, 

Bayne Errett Ligon Smalls, 

Bell Evans,I Newton Lockwood, Smith, A. Herr 
Blount Evans, James L Lynde Sparks, 
Brentano, Evins, John H. Mackey, Stewart, 

Lrewer Felton Metcalfe, Stone, John W. 
Bridge Foster Mills Strait, 

Bright Franklin, Mitchell, Thompson, 
Buckner, Frye Money, ion 
Butler, Puller, Monroe, Tucker, 
Caldwell, John W. Garth, Morgan, ‘Turner, 
Caldwell, W. P. Cause, Muidrow, Vance, 
Campbell, Goode, Muller, Van Vorhes, 
Candler, Gunter, O Neill, Waddell, 
Carlisk Jiarmer Overton, Ward, 

Caswell Harris, Henry R. Pacheco, Welch, 
Clark, Rush Harris, John T. Page, White, Michael D. 
Clymer, Harrison, Patterson, T. M. Whitthorne, 
Cobb, Hartridge, Peddie, Williams, A.S. 
Cok Hiaskell, Phillips, Williams, Andrew 
Collina Hatcher, Pollard, Williams, James 
Conger Hayes Potter, Williams, Jere N. 
Covert Henkle Pound, Williams, Richard 
Cox, Jacob D. liewitt, Abram S. Powers, Willis, Albert 5. 
Cravens, Hubbell Rea, Willits, 

Cutler Hungerford, Reagan Wilson, 
Davidson liunter, Rice, Americus V. Wright, 

Davis, Horace Jones, James T. Riddle, Yeates. 

Davis, Joseph J. Jorgensen, Robbina, 

Denison, Keightley, Sapp, 

Dibrell, Kenna, a 

NOT VOTING—461. 

Ragley, Danford, Maish, Stenger, 

Baker, William H. Douglas, Manning, Stephens, 

Banks Fwing McCook, Swann, 

Benedict, Gartield, McGowan, Thornburgh, 
tland, Gibson, McKenzie, Townsend, Amos 
Bliss, Giddings, Neal, Turney, 

B Hale Oliver, Veeder, 

] Hamilton, Pridemore, Wait, 
Cain Hlarris, Benj. W. Pugh, Walker, 
Calkins, Hendee, Quinn, Williams, C. G. 


Camp Henry, Reilly, Willis, Benj. A. 


Chalmers, Hiscock, Roberta, Wood, 
Chittenden, Ifunton, Robertson, Young. 
Claflin, Joyce, Ross, 

Cook Kelley, Schleicher, 

Cox, Samuel 8. Luttrell, Starin, 


So the motion to strike out the section was not agreed to. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. EDEN. I desire to state that Mr. RoBErts, of Maryland, is 
absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. My colleague, Mr. MCKENzir, is paired 
with Mr. WiLuis, of New York. If they were here, Mr. MCKENZIE 
would vote “ay” and Mr. WILLIs, of New York, would vote “no.” 

Mr. MULDROW. My colleague from Mississippi, Mr. MANNING, 
is absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Iam paired with Mr. VEEDER, of New York. If 
lie were here, he would vote “ay” and I would vote “ no.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. My colleague, Mr. PRIDEMORE, is absent 
on account of indisposition. 

Mr. SEXTON. My colleague from Indiana, Mr. CALKINs, is absent 
on account of sickness in his family. 

Mr. PRICE. My colleague from Iowa, Mr. OLIVER, has been neces- 
sarily absent from the House for the last hour. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following 
section: 

Sec. 33. That the fifth clause of section 4414 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States be so amended as to read as follows, to wit: 


Iu the districts of Mobile, Memphis, Cleveland, and Galveston, to a salary of 
$1,500 each.” 


And that the word “ Galveston" be stricken outof the sixth clause of said section. 


Mr. LOCKWOOD. I offer as an amendment to the section which 
has just been read what I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend the section so that section 4414 of the Revised Statutes shall read as 


follows 

Sec. 4414. There shall be in each of the following collection districts one in- 
spector of hulls and one inspector of boilers, who shall be entitled to the following 
salaries, to be paid annually under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury : 

In the districts of New York and New Orleans, to a salary of $1,700 a year each. 

“In the districts of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Buffalo, Saint Louis, Louisville, 

Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Hinron, and Galena, to a salary of 81,500 a year each 

lu the district of Michigan to a salary of $200 a year. 




























ee 
“In the districts of Mobile, Memphis, and Cleveland, to a salary of $12 
each oe © eae 
In the districts of Willamette, New London, Norfolk, Charleston 


Galveston, Albany, Wheeling, Nashville, Portland, and Evansville 4), ne 

$1,000 a year each. ~ ~ See 
“In the districts of Paget Sound, Apalachicola, Oswego, Burlingtor 

to a salary of $700 a year each. Andin addition the Secretary of +), 

may appoint in such districts where their services are actually requir 

inspectors, at a salary, for the district of New York, of $1,500 a yea, ea 

all other districts at asalary not exceeding $1,000 a year each; and hy ! 

a clerk to any such board at a compensation not exceeding $1,000 a yesrs 


and Suy 


Tr 











person so appointed, Every inspector shall be paid his actual traveling ex tn 
for transportation only incurred in the performance of his official dutc 4 
with the actual expenses for transportation of instruments, which expen. 

be made out in detail and sworn to by the inspector who inenrred the , : a 
under such instructions as shall be given by the Secretary of the Treasury’ 


Mr. LOCKWOOD. I desire the attention of the House for jy: 
moment on the amendment I have offered I think it is but poy 
sary to call the attention of the Liouse to it in order to secure js 
passage. It is an amendment in the interest of practically pedyeing 
the expenses of this department and making it self-sustaining, ‘Ty. 
amendment reduces the salaries of the inspectors, the inspectors of 
hulls and the inspectors of boilers and the clerks to be appointed jy 
the Department, in the aggregate about $30,000. In addition to; 
the latter clause covers the expenses which are allowed to ¢} 
spectors and changes the statute in this respect. The statute as jt 
now reads provides that every inspector shall be paid his actya| 
traveling expenses at the rate of ten cents per mile. By the ay 
ment that is changed, so that in future he shall receive his actual 
traveling expenses only, and the statement of these is to be made out 
in detail and submitted to the Department under oath. 

It is well known to every member upon the floor of this House 
that one of the greatest evils that ever crept into this Government 
has been the principle of accumulating fees in the case of salaries 
this character depending upon fees. It is well known that where 
you leave it to men to travel from one end of the country to the 
other to fix the compensation themselves which they shal! rec 
their bills are much larger than where they receive the actual amount 
which is paid out by them. It is but necessary to glance at the ex 
pense of this department during the last fiscal year to perceive that 
fact. The amount of the expenses of the whole department was 
$176,692, of which some $31,077.94 was made up by this systen 
mileage. I hope that in the interest of reform and in the interest of 
curtailing theexpenditures and of making this service self-sustaining 
the amendment which I offer will be agreed to by the House. 

Mr. REAGAN. Itis quite impossible, where a matter is brought up 
in this way, to form on the instant any reliable judgment upon it 
The amendment offered by the gentleman from New York goes to 
the extent of perfecting the whole of the inspection service on which 
the security of life and property so largely depends. It proposes to 
change the salaries and mode of appointment of various inspectors. 
Whether it might not be proper to reduce both the salaries and the 
traveling expenses, I am not now able to say ; and I think if a redie- 
tion at all is necessary the reduction proposed in this amendment is 
below what ought to be allowed and would greatly cripple t 
efficiency of the service. I think a matterof such importance sould 
not be acted upon without the examination of a committee and 
without conference with the Department having in charge the i: 
tion service. It proposes an exceedingly sweeping change, 1 
service is one of great importance, in which every part of the country 
is deeply interested. While I do not assume without further know!- 
edge to say that the amendment is wrong, I would not assume to 
say it is right, and I doubt if any one can say so without further 
information than is now in possession of the House in regard to the 
a eA of the change sought. ; : 

The amendment proposes to change everything as to salaries and 
compensation. Under section 4402 of the Revised Statutes there is 
an inspector-geheral of this service with a salary of $3,500 a year. As 
compared with the rate of salaries of other officers, and considering 
the importance of the duties, I hardly think the salary is too large. 
Under section 4404 there are ten assistant inspectors with salaries ol 
$3,000 each. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I will say to the gentleman that I have an 
amendment which I propose to offer, if it be in order, on that very 

int, reducing their salaries to $2,000. : 

Mr. REAGAN. And then the sub-inspectors provided in section 
4414 are also to be changed. It seems to me the subject is too large 
a one for the Honse to be called to act oe it blindly without know- 
ing what injury it might thereby do to the most important branes 0! 
the service. We do not seem to remember in passing upon this act 
and this legislation that we are passing on legislation that affects 
many millions of dollars’ worth of property annually. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques 
tion? 
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Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. ; ae 

Mr. ATKINS. Is it the inspector or his subordinates that do M 
inspecting ? , ; 

Mr. REAGAN. The law clearly points out the duties of ( 
spectors. 


Mr. ATKINS. Does the inspector ever do the inspection actus j 
in person ? — 

Mr. REAGAN. The law requires the inspectors to do it and I a 
not to presume they do not. 








Mr. ATKINS. I mean the inspector-general. 
Mr. REAGAN. is th 
here in Washington and as a general thing is not expected to be 
oe from his office in Washington. But the ten inspectors are 
ew sted in different districts and make their inspections. 
"Mr. LOCKWOOD. Do any of these assistant inspectors ever make 


in inspection f 


Mr. REAGAN. I can only speak from what I know is the law and 
nnot presume, without knowing such to be the fact, that any 


: : rs will go directly against the directions of the law. 
the House will not adopt such an amendment as this without its 
heing previously examined by a committee. i: 

Mr. CLYMER. It is manifest this amendment if adopted will re- 


duce the expenditure about $30,000. As to the objection raised by | 


the gentleman from Texas (Mr. REAGAN] that the subject is of such 


- 


at this time, I will remind him that in all human probability this 


bill will go to a committee of conference, and if this House has not | 


time now to consider this question specifically it can be considered 
in the committee of conference. That consideration will doubtless 
be just, and will give us suwewhat of a reduction. When the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations propose to reduce expenditures by such 
ropositions as these the complaint is constantly made that there 
should not be legislation of that kind in an appropriation bill. Here 
and now we have a bill relating to this subject, and here and now we 
have the opportunity to lay the ax to the root of thatof which there 
is so much complaint made. 

Mr. REAGAN. I believe I am as earnest an advocate of strict 
economy in the expenditures of the Government as any one. I think 
that that economy ought to rest upon a knowledge of what we are 
doing, and not upon a blind reduction of the cost without reference 
to the injury we may inflict upon the public service. I am not 
inclined to assume to reduce expenses without knowing exactly what 
the effect of the reduction will be, and therefore I hope the House 
will not agree to this amendment. 

Mr. REED. I should like to have the Clerk read the classification 
as presented in the amendment of the gentleman from New York. I 
have certain figures on the subject as to the classification, entirely 
disagreeing with it; figures taken from official sources. It seems to 
me that the gentleman from Pennsylvania asks the House to adopt 
this amendment simply because somebody makes a noise about econ- 
omy. Shall we blindly tack on to a bill like this a proposition which, 
the chairman of the committee tells us, affects the whole system, and 
trust to blind luck in the conference committee? And previous to 
saying a word I will ask the Clerk to read the classification presented 
by the gentleman from New York. 

rhe Clerk again read Mr. LocKwoop’s amendment. 

Mr. REED. I would like to ask the gentleman from New York if 
I understand the Clerk aright in classing Detroit among those who 
are to receive salaries of $1,500 ? 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. Fifteen hundred dollars; but it is now $1,200. 

Mr. REED. Then I desire to call the attention of the gentleman 
from New York to one single instance; of course I cannot pretend, 
in the hurried reading at the Clerk’s desk, to criticise the classitica- 
tion, but I have some figures which show that in Detroit there are 
ninety-six vessels to be examined and at Portland, Maine, ninety, 
and, if you add those called temporarily up, there are about ninety- 
live. Now his amendment proposes to make the salary of the in- 
spector at Detroit $1,500 and the inspector at Portland, Maine, $1,000. 
I submit to them that that isinjustice ; and, while I am not prepared 
to go into the whole matter, I do desire to present an amendment to 
the original bill, an amendment which I hope to be able to fortify 
hereafter by facts and figures. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. The original statute which I propose to amend 
makes as much difference between the salaries at the two ports. 

Mr. REED. Precisely,and I want to correct that difference. I 
state very frankly what my purpose is. It is not a thing which I de- 
sire to do, to present a purely personal question to the House, but 
every citizen has a right to have his case presented provided he can 
get_a Representative to present it, and if I give good, fair, honest, 
and cogent reasons why the salary at Portland, Maine, should be 
raised, | have no doubt that the fair dealing of the House wiil allow 
me to do it, and that they will accord me their votes also. 

I should not venture to proceed in this direction if the Committee 
on Commerce had not led the way, but I have no doubt that when 
1 present the facts and figures which I can suggest I shall have the 
support of the Committee on Commerce itself. I shall be able to 
show that this sweeping proposition of the gentleman from New 
York will not bear investigation for®ne moment. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I followed the original statute, and I wish to 
aay that this amendment does not touch the ten inspectors. It sim- 
Dy applies to the cases provided for in this bil, both by the first 
th . “we the bill and by the latter section of the bill, which gives 
e Secretary of the Treasury power to appoint any member deemed 
‘ecessary at any of these ports. The bill fixing these salarics was 
passed a long time ago, when everything in the shape of living and 
personal expenses was much higher than now. And this is not a 


sreater reduction than should be made, and as has been made in | 


many similar cases in like 
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The inspector-general is the head of the bureau | or as competent to perform this service as those who now perform it, 











| 


| portation. 
I hope | 
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concerned, that men may be found by scores who are more competent 


and at less salary. 

The gentleman will remember that in addition to these salaries the 
Government pays for their offices, for their office furniture, pays 
every single item of expense which pertains to the office. It pays for 
the many instruments which these officers require for use in these 
inspections, and keeps them in repair and provides for their trans- 
lt seems to me that the interest of that class of men 
about whom we have heard so much upon this floor demanded that 
this reduction should be made in the publie expenses of the Govern- 
ment. I call the previous question on my amendment. 

Mr. REED. I desire to offer my amendment if it is in order? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York has called the 


previous question on his amendment. 
vrave unportance that sufficient consideration cannot be given to it | 


Mr. COVERT. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and on a division, there were—ayes 106, 
noes 73. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I call for tellers. 

Only nine members voting therefor, tellers were not ordered ; and 


accordingly (at four o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) the House 
adjourned, 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of Spaulding & Merrick, and 
other manufacturers of tobacco, in Chicago, Illinois, for a reduction 
of the tax on manufactured tobacco to twelve cents per pound—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BAKER, of Indiana: Papers relating to the claim of John 
B. Chapman—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BLISS: The petition of Thomas C. Smith, of Green Point, 
New York; William Brunt, jr., & Co., of East Liverpool, Ohio ; Jona- 
than Claxon, jr., of Trenton, New Jersey, and other manufacturing 
potters of the United States, against any reduction of the present 
tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Secor & Co. and Perine Secor & Co., for com- 
pensation for losses sustained (through the action of the Government) 
in building certain monitors—to the Committee ou Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BOUCK: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, for an extension of time for the completion of 
the Northern Pacitic Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road. 

By Mr. BRIDGES: The petition of citizens of Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, that poor persons be aided by the Government in 
going to and settling upon public lands—to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of citizens of Bard, Pennsylva- 
nia, for the repeal of certain sections of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States which in their judgment abridge the freedom of the 
press and render insecure the property, effects, and papers of the citi- 
zens—to the Committee on Revision of the Laws. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of citizens of Covington, Ken- 
tucky, for a reduction of the duty on licorice paste—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CLAFLIN: The petition of 145 employés of Houghton & 
Co., publishers at Cambridge, Massachusetts, against any reduction 
of tariff duties on foreign goods—to the same committee. 

By Mr. COLE: The memorial of Joseph Brown. chairman, and 8. 
Watherhouse, secretary of the executive committee on Mississippi 
River improvements, of the Saint Paul, Minnesota, convention, for 
an adequate appropriation for the improvement of the Mississippi 
River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CRAPO: Papers relating to the claim of Hall Colby—to tho 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. DICKEY: The petition of B. F. Drake and 165 others, of 
Brown County, Ohio, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Papers relating to the claim of Turner Merritt—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of the wool-growers of Forest 
Hill, Michigan, against a reduction of the taritf—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ERRETT : Remonstrance of 190 workingmen of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, against any change of the tariff—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Indiana: The petition of citizens of Indiana, 
against any change of the tariff duty on flaxseed and linseed-oil—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. FRYE: Remonstrance of John Harper and 40 others, citi- 
zens and workingmen of Welchville, Maine, against any reduction of 
tariff duties—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HART: The petition of H. McGraw and Philip Carrol, clerks 
in the Department of State, for compensation for extra services ren- 
dered in said Department—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 


service. I know, so far as my district is! Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for an extension of time for the completion 
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| 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific | 
Railroad 

Also, the petition of Best, Russell & Co., dealers in tobacco, in | 
Chicago, Illinois, against any change in the tobacco tax—to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KIDDER: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- | 
route between Gary and Oakwood, Dakota Territory—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads, 

by Mr. KNAPP: The petition of citizens of Illinois, for the im- 
provement of the Mississippi River—to the Committee on Mississippi 
] evVvces, 

by Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of C. A. Young and others, relat- 
ing to the location of the Naval Observatory—to the Committee on 
Publie Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, a paper relating to the bill to date pensions from the time of 
discharge of soldiers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of the Boston, Massachusetts, Board of Trade, op- | 
posing the remonetization of silver until the principal nations of Eu- 
rope shall concur in such remonetization, and that coinage legisla- | 
tion be limited to the promotion of negotiations with other powers | 
‘or universal bimetallism—to the Committee on Banking and Cur- | 
rency, 

Also, the petition of Fisher & Morehouse, manufacturers of carriages, 
at Naples, New York, that tariff duties remain unchanged until | 
thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of William Bliss and others, for | 
the establishment of a post-route between Sulphur Creek and Elk | 
Creck, California—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. McCOOK: The petition of workingmen of New York, en- 
gaged in the manufacture of soda chemicals, against the reduction of | 
dutées which protect labor and against the reimposition of the war tax | 
on tea and coflee—to the Committee of Ways and Means 

by Mr. MILLS: The petition of Catharine J. Gillis, for relief—to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MORSE: Two petitions of distillers, rectifiers, dealers, man- 

| 


ufacturers, and merchants of Massachusects, for a reduction of the | 
tax on spirits—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

by Mr. ONEILL: The petition of Margaret Jones, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: Two petitions of citizens of New Jersey, that no | 
change be made in tariff duties—to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means. 

By Mr. PHELPS: Remonstrance of L. J. Gaines and 75 other me- 
chanics, and of Samuel T. Proudman and 55 other mechanics, of 
Meriden, Conneeticut, against a reduction of duties that will injure 
the interests in which they are employed and against any duty on 
tea and coflee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH : The petition of citizens of Tennessee, for the 
equalization of bounties—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Carthage, New Middleton, Ligon’s Store, Sulphur 
Spring, and Alexandria, Tennessee—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: Papers relating to the claim of Adolphe 
Von Haacke—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: The petition of citizens of Iowa, relative to 
the Des Moines River lands—to the Committee on Public Lands, 

By Mr. STONE: The petition of John F. Emory and 202 other citi- 
zens of Michigan, for the protection of wool-growers—to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of A. W. Waymon, Charlotte Wil- 
son and son, and over 200 other depositors in the Freedman’s Savings 
Bank and Trust Company of Baltimore, Maryland, for such aid as | 
will enable the commissioners to pay the amount due depositors—to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of citizens of 
Fort Ann, New York, for the remonetization of silver and the repeal 
of the resumption act—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WADDELL: The petition of pilots and others, for a light- 
house near Beaufort, North Carolina—to the Committee on Com- 
Inperce, 

Also, the petition of citizens of Beaufort, North Carolina, of simi- 
lar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of Edward 8. Williams, president of 
the Silk Hatters’ Association, and others, for the removal of the duty 
on hatter’s plushes—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York: The petition of Crown Point 
Iron Company and other manufacturers, at Crown Point, New 
York, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investi- 
gated—to the same committee. 

\lso, remonstrance of J. M. Parkhurst, John L. Woodin, jr., and 
120 others, against any change in tariff duties—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of Nelson Case and 280 other citi- 
zens of South Wright, Michigan, and vicinity, for the protection of 
wool-growers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILSON: The petition of H. W. Phillips, Clark Hames, 
and others, for compensation for a vessel seized by United States 
authorities—to the Committee on War Claims. 
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| for services as a mail-carrier—to the Committee on the 
and Post-Roads. 


| the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which were referpe 
| to the Committee on Finance. 


| and also a similar petition of N. C. Bassett and 44 other citizens of 
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Also, the petition of Henry C. Shallcross, for extra com), 
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IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 25, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. J. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of Wy). 
iam E. Brandon and others, workingmen of Pittsburgh, Pennsy! 
nia, engaged in the manufacture of hoop-iron, and the memoria 
Porter & Dickey and others, business firms of Philadelphia, Pen; 


vania, engaged in the manufacture of cotton and woolen good 


is, Te@- 


monstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports and ag; 


Va- 


8 





Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Arcadius Pettingil), of 
Wayne, Maine, praying that his name be placed upon the pension 
roll for services rendered in the war of 1812; which was reterred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of Horace Fairbanks, 
present governor of the State of Vermont, and &9 others, pray- 
Ing recognition by Congress of certain pension claimants nov, 
these pensioners think, unjustly barred by the statute of limitatio, 


is 


Vermont, praying for the same relief. I move the reference of these 
petitions to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Rev. A. T. Gray, 0. | 
Runney, and others, citizens of Winfield, Michigan, prayi 





zress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a 
i; & 3 - Pl 


commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafiic; w! 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HARRIS. I present the proceedings of a meeting of sour-mash 
distillers of the fourth district of Tennessee, in the nature of a pe- 


| tition, praying that the tax on whisky be reduced to fifty cents per 


gallon, that the period of bonding be extended, and that the tax 
be collected only on whisky actually withdrawn from bonded ware- 
houses. I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of E. L. Eblin, of Bradley 
County, Tennessee; the petition of Phil. T. Moser, of Jeilerson 
County, Tennessee; the petition of M. A. MeLanahau, of Knox 
County, Tennessee; the petition of George M. Nazen, of Tenness 
the petition of Peter Stout, of Knox County, Tennessee; the pe titionoi 
James 8S. Campbell and others, trustees of the Pleasant Forest church, 
of Tennessee; the petition of D. A. Dedrick, of Tennessee ; the pe- 
tition of D. N. G. Delap and Jonathan 8. Lendsay, of Campbell 
County, Tennessee ; and the petition of W. N. Sneed, of Tennessee, 
praying compensation for the alleged use and occupancy of property 
by United States military forces during the late war; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BLAINE presented the petition of J. 8. Richards, Owen Bridge, 
and others, citizens of Dexter, Maine, praying Congress to provide 
by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a commission ot 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was reterred 
to the Committee on Finance. 7 

Mr. KERNAN presented the memorial of Hunken & Bischoff and 
others, business firms of New York City, and the memorial of Henry 
Russell and others, citizens of Albany, New York, remonstrating 
against the further extension of the Horsford patent for an acid sub- 
stitute for cream of tartar for culinary purposes ; which were relerred 
to the Committee on Patents. ; 

Mr. KERNAN. I present a petition from Schuyler County, New 
York, signed by 101 citizens, praying for the remonetization of sliver 
and the repeal of the resumption act; also one from 73 citizens of 
Wyoming County, one from 6 citizens of Rochester, Monroe County; 
one from 70 citizens of Allegany, Cattaraugus County ; one from. 
citizens of Albany County, one from 21 citizens of Cayuga County, ove 
from 12 citizens of Cattaraugus County, one from 31 citizens of ! - 
ton County, one from 40 citizens’ of Otsego County, one trom «1 ti 
zens of Orange County, and one from 49 citizens of Orleans County, 
New York, each praying similarly to the first which I mentioned I 
move the reference of these petitions to the Committee on f inauce. 

The motion was agreed to. Sea aie 

Mr. WADLEIGH presented the petition of Franklin Worth'y an 
others, citizens of Carroll, New Hampshire, praying Congress to pi 
vide by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a comuissios 
of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was tt 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of William W. Stevenson and others, 
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workingmen of Greenville, New Hampshire, engaged in the manu- 


aie workingmen of Manchester, New Hampshire, engaged in the 


nanufacture of hosiery, remonstrating against a reduction of the 
a t os on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
vey aes which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
ao NIURMAN presented the petition of H. A. Lagg, M. J. War- 
ton, and a large number of other citizens of Salem, Ohio, pray- 
» Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appoint- 
yee of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
tr - which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mi BUTLER. Lask leave to present resolutions sent to me by the 
Chamber of Commerce, of Charleston, SouthCarolina. lask that they 
be read and lie on the table. ; ; 

[he VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be read, if there be 
o objection. 
Tl : Chief Clerk read as follows: 

” CHARLESTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Charleston, South Carolina, January 19, 1878 

\ special meeting of the Chamber of Commerce was held this day in the hall of 

t »chamber. A number of merchants and other citizens not members of the 
ber were also ‘ome by a general invitation extended to all interested in 

ent T onan on taking the chair, stated that the meeting was called for 









on of silver now before Congress. 
Colonel Trenholm submitted the following resolutions, which were seconded 
with able addresses from Messrs. Andrew Simonds, J. Adger Smyth, and F. W. 
Dawson, and the resolutions were unanimously adopted : ; ’ 
Whereas vital home issues, happily now settled, have heretofore diverted public 
attention in this community from those questions of national policy which underlie 
the measures now pending in Congress ; and 


Whereas it is proper that in all matters affecting the honor of the Government | 
und the general weltare of the country the ancient city of Charleston should take 


an interest and ask a hearing: Therefore, } i 
Resolved, That the efforts now being made to remonetize silver and postpone re- 
sumption appear to be reactionary in spirit and designed to reverse action taken 
me when the intelligence and wealth of the South were not mone in 
Congress, but when her material interests were peculiarly exposed to depreciation. 
Res i, That without being responsible for the monetary experiments and 
ir ial legislation preceding the present conjuncture, the South was the first 
that felt the depression and shrinkage produced by the laws now in force, 
and having already experienced the full effect of resumption in accepting specie 
prices for her products without getting specie value in return, she now needs sta- 
jility and tranquillity in financial matters in order that her industries may revive 
and that her resources may be developed. 
ed, That in the opinion of this meeting the requisite condition of stability 
ranquillity is unobtainable without resumption and inseparable from the 
nance of national, commercial, and personal honor in the highest and widest 












1, That it cannot pony be honest for the Government, after what has 

passed to pay its notes or ‘ y 

permit by law, and even to encourage by national legislation, the payment of pub- 
¢, corporate, and private debts in a debased coinage specially and avowedly cre- 

Lhe purpose, 

tesolved that a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be sent to Senator But- 

:, with the respecttul request that the preamble and resolutions be presented to 


the Senate. 
SAMUEL Y. TUPPER, 
President Charleston Chamber of Commerce. 





P. J. Bansot, Secretary. 


The paper was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present a memorial signed by the members of | 


the Maritime Association of the port of New York, numbering three 


hundred and sixty odd, who say they feel it to be their duty to | 


remonstrate against any legislation that shall make silver an un- 
limited legal tender, as, in their opinion, such legislation would un- 
settle values, disturb confidence, retard resumption in gold, and 
impair the national credit. This memorial is signed by the officers 
as well as the members of this highly respectable association. I 
move that it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a number of petitions signed not 
ouly by men engaged in labor, but by men employing labor, by agri- 
culturists and other citizens of the State of New York, engaged in 
enterprise and industry, praying the remonetization of silver as pro- 
posed by pending legislation. 

The petitions were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present a memorial cone by many working:’ 


men of Little Falls, New York, engaged in the manufacture of cot- 
nan a goods, remonstrating against some proposed changes 
in the tariff. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of the Fourth Avenue 


Presbyterian church, of New York City, signed by the pastor, Rev. | 


Howard Crosby, and the officers of the church, praying Congress to 
provide by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a commis- 
sion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition of James Evans, of Che- 
hango County, New York, verified, presenting « claim for pension or 
back pay. I move its reference to the Committee on Pensions. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. J present also a memorial signed by a consider- 
a 
ork, engaged in various industries, remonstrating against proposed 
changre in the tariff. I move its reference to the Committee on Fi- 

ance, 

The motion was agreed to, 


Mr. CONKLING. “I have a considerable number of petitions, ap- 
VU—35 





ve of cotton goods, and the memorial of A. P. Olzendam and | 


vsideration of the financial measures relating to resumption and the remon- | 


wonds in anything but fold. and that it is shameful to | 
t 


ee number of workingmen residing at Harlem, in the city of New | 
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| parently signed more numerously than those already presented, com- 
ing from the county of Chautauqua, the county of Erie, and other 
western counties, and also more central counties, as far to the east of 
the State of New York as the city of New York, asking the remoue- 
tization of silver. I move their reference to the Committee on I'i- 
nance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. HOWE presented the annual report of/the Librarian of Con- 
gress for the year 1877; which was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HOWE, it was 


Ordered, That 500 extra copies of the report be printed for the use of the Libra- 
rian. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 604) for the relief of John Bowles; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Afiairs. ; 

Mr. MCDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 605) for the relief of William M. Kendall; 
which was read twice by its title, and, together with the proofs and 
papers on the files relating to this case, reterred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
| Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 606) granting a pension to Shadrack M. B. 
| Johnson; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING (by request) asked, and by unanimons consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 607) granting an increase of 
pension to Theodore C. Ray; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire leave to withdraw papers which were 
filed with a bill directing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
| fice to give certificates of relocation to six hundred and forty acres 

of land in the Territory of Missouri to the legal representatives of 
Samuel Ware. The act passed and became a law, and the original 
| papers are desired to be withdrawn to be presented to the Land Of- 





fice to obtain a warrant. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made if there be no 
objection. 

INSOLVENT SAVINGS-BANKS. 

Mr. MORRILL. If there is no further morning business I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 265) 
to remit taxes on insolvent savings-banks. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Finance with an 
amendment to strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill and 
in lieu thereof to insert: 

That any tax due or claimed to be due from a savings-bank which was in exist- 
ence on June 18, 1874, and which bas claimed to be and has been recognized as 
such by the laws of its State, and which has made returns as a saviugs-bank to 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue, and which shall have been ascertained by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue to be insolvent, then said tax due or claimed 
| to be due by such bank to the United States at the time of or during such insolvency 

shall be abated and annulled; but no tax already paid shall be refunded, nor shall 


any such tax be abated except in so far as the collection thereof would operate to 
lessen the sum receivable by the depositors in such bank. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The substitute will be treated as the 
original bill. Is there objection or amendment to this bill as reported 
from the Committee on Finance ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, a single word. The bill perhaps 
explains itself sufficiently without any remarks from me upon the 
subject, but the sole purpose is to provide for several instances where 
savin gs-banks have failed, and a tax assessed as due from them if 
collected would come out of the depositors. That is thought to be 
wrong. I believe the bill has been considered by the Comptroller of 
the Currency, who would also be glad to have incorporated all na- 
tional banks, but the Committee on Finance objected to that, because 
they stood upon a different footing and the depositors have a security 
| in addition to the capital of such bank of the lien upon the stock 
holders for an equal amount of stock held by them; and besides, we 
do not think it wise to encourage national banks to become the re- 
cipients of deposits for which they pay interest. That is not good 
banking. Banks are started to lend money, not to borrow it. | 
think that there can be no objection to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Iask the Senator who has charge 
| of the bill whether it includes any savings-banks other than those 
totally insolvent ? 

Mr. MORRILL. None at all. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Noneatall. I should be very glad if this 
bill should pass to-day. I introduced it about a month ago. It is 
genera) in its provisions, but it was intended to meet emergenciesin 
| the city of Chicago. There are there five or six savings-banks that 
have failed, upon which a tax has been levied, and it would be very 
unjust to the small depositors that the tax should be collected at 
the present time. These banks have done a smal) commercial busi- 
ness. If they had not transacted this commercial business the Comp- 
troller of the Currency could relieve them from this tax; but they 
' have all done a very small commercial business. 
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Mr. COCKRELL. I shonld like to hear the bill read again. I 
have an amendment tosuggest to it, to which I think the Senator from 
I\linois will not object, and that is to except the stockbolders who 
may be depositors in their bank from the benefit of the act. I do not 
think that where a man is astockholder and director in the bank and 
may have deposits there he should be entitled to any favor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. And where the bank fails through 
his act. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is his acts that bring the bank into insolv- 
ency, and he should not be entitled to any favor. Ido not think 
there can be any objection to such an amendment. It does not affect 
the large mass of depositors, but only affects depositors who at the 
sale time may be stockholders. 

Mr. MORRILL. As I understand it, there is not much of any stock 
about these savings-banks. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There ought to be more. 

Mr. MORRILL. The amendment of the Senator from Missouri 
would be wholly inapplicable, because these are savings-banks merely 
to receive deposits, and have no stock as a general thing. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, If they have any stock left, that is another 
thing; but they are totally insolvent. I would rather the Senator 
would let the bill pass in the shape it now is. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have no objection to the bill passing, but it 
does seem to me a great outrage and injustice to let the officers of a 
savings-bank, upon whose credit and stock depositors have placed 
their savings in the bank, and who themselves have deposits in them, 
and by whose neglect all the depositors lose their money, come in 
and share with the other depositors upon their deposits. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I do not know of any such case in 
Chicago. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is the case in Missouri, and I presume it is 
the same case in all other States where there are savings-banks and 
there is a nominal stock. 

Mr. MORRILL. Not in savings-banks. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Not in my State in savings-banks. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I know that in the State of Missouri savings 
banks have a certain capital stock, and that is subscribed by the 
stockholders and directors, the officers of the bank. They are liable 
to that extent, and our statutes are making them liable to a much 
greater extent, not only civilly but criminally, recently. To allow 
those stockholders who have stock in the bank simply to be respon- 
sible alone for the amount of their stock to the depositors and then 
to get the benefit of the exemption from taxes upon their deposits 
Is an Injustice, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. There are no stockholders in savings-banks 
proper; there cannot be any stockholders about them. They are 
situply to receive the savings, the deposits of other people. There 
are stockholders in national banks of course, but there are none in 
savings-banks. This bill has been approved by the Committee on 
Finance unanimously and by the Comptroller of the Currency. I 
hope it will pass unamended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I do not wish to interfere in this 
question of tinance, but 1 suppose the theory of these savings-banks 
is that the depositors put in their money; it is then loaned out and 
a profit made upon it, which enables the managers to pay interest to 
the depositors. That makes the gain. That sort of business in one 
form the present law taxes, if 1 correctly understand it. Am Iright? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now one of these institutions, or many of them, 
or all of them turn out to have been badly, or unfortunately, or cor- 
ruptly managed, and there is loss; and the substance of this bill is 
to remit the taxes in such cases, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Yes, sir; where it will lessen the amount 
of money to depositors. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That raises this question, whether it is correct in 
point of principle to relieve classes of citizens from taxation who 
engage ip a particular business which is taxed as a general rule which 
turns out tobe unfortunate. That isthe fundamental principle upon 
which this bill rests. I do not believe in the principle, Mr. President, 
as glad as I should be to help these particular people. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I think oo state to the Senator from 
Vermont what is really the object of the bill. If these banks had 
done nothing but a savings business they would have been exempt 
from taxation by law beyond the sum of $2,000. These gentlemen 
in Chicago, for instance, get up a savings-bank ; the people believe 
it is a savings-bank ; it transacts nearly all of its business as a sav- 
ings-bank, but a small portion of the business is done as a commer- 
cial institution. These poor people do not know anything about that 
atall. Therefore they are not within the category of the law as it is 
at the present time. The Fidelity Savings-Bank transacted a busi- 
ness of 974 per cent. as a savings-bank and 24 per cent. as a commer- 
cial institution. All its depositors were from poor people, to whom it 
was held out as a savings-bank. Surely for that reason alone they 
ought not to be placed in any category different from ordinary sav- 
ings-banks. That is what the Cominittee on Finance undertook to 
establish by this bill. I sincerely hope that the measure will pass. 
It is recommended by the Comptroller of the Currency, by the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue, and unanimously by the Committee 
on Finance. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Are there amendments in committee to 
this bill? 
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Mr. ROLLINS. 
as it is in the Senate 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no further amendment 
committee the bill will be regarded as reported to the Senate. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Was the amendment agreed to in Committee ,; 
the Whole? , 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. No amendment was proposed in (, 
mittee of the Whole. The question is now, are these amendment, 
be offered in the Senate? . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understood the Committee on Finance, accord 
ing to this print, to have reported this bill with anamendueyt. 

Mr. MORRILL. That was adopted. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair stated in the outset that the 
substitute would be treated as the original bill. ' 

hoc EDMUNDS. Ah, that I did not hear; I beg pardon of thp 
Chair. : 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be regarded as reported to 
the Senate. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I wish to move an amendment relating to a sini. 
lar institution in New Hampshire. , 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. This is a general bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The language of the bill may not fit the case of 
the Senator from New Hampshire. 

- DAVIS, of Illinois. The committee intended to make it gen- 
eral, 

Mr. ROLLINS. I move to insert, as an additional section: 

That in making further collections of internal-revenue taxes on bank ck 
no savings-bank, recognized as such by the laws of its State, and having no cap 
stock, shall, on account of mercantile or business deposits heretofore rec 
upon which no interest has been allowed to the parties making such «k 
denied the exemptions allowed to savings-banks having no capital stock and 
no other business than receiving deposits to be loaned or invested for the sole be; 
efit of the parties making such deposits, without profit or compensation to ti 
banks, if such bank has paid the lawful tax upon the entire average amo 
of such business or mercantile deposits. Nothing in this section shall be constru: 
as extending said exemptions to deposits hereafter made or in any way to aflect 
the liability of such deposits to taxation. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment pro 
posed by the Senator from New Hampshire. : 

Mr. ROLLINS. This amendment is recommended by the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue. It comes from the Internal 
Department. 

Mr. WALLACE. I understand the amendment to go to the exté 
of relieving deposits in all banks not exclusively savings-banks : 
if s0, it is a much wider field than the one upon which we have en- 
tered in the Finance Committee. The principle of it stands on an 
entirely difierent footing, and is one which I think the Senate ouylit 
to consider well before it adopts. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I think the Senator from Pennsylvania virtuall; 
misapprehends the scope of this amendment. The object of it is not 
to deprive the Government of any dues or any tax that it would co! 
lect if these deposits were made in a national bank. The Government 
has already collected every penny that it would be entitled to if a 
this business had been done in the national banks of the S:at 
Consequently the Government suffers no wrong by the adoption of 
this amendment. The justice of it is perfectly apparent to any on 
who will examine the question thoroughly. It has been considered 
by the Internal Revenue Department, and the amendinent was ser 
down to me from that department in the handwriting of some clerk 
in the office, suggested by those gentlemen there who have this sub 
ject incharge. I can assure the Senator from Pennsylvania and othe: 
Senators that no injustice whatever will be done the Government i 
the amendment is agreed to. 

Mr. WALLACE. The amendment suggested by the Senator was 
considered, and the Finance Committee thought it wise to contine 
ourselves to the scope of the bill originally introduced, which relates 
exclusively to savings-banks. The amendment of the Senator from 
New Hampshire may be entirely proper, standing on its own footing, 
but it relates to a different class of banks; it covers a much larger 
amount of money as banking capital than the bill. The original bill 
has reference to savings-banks on the one side and the amendment 
has exclusive reference to national banks on the other. I think 
would be well to confine the measure to the matter that came trow 
the committee, so that it may relate to savings-bauks exclusively. 

Mr. MORRILL. I presume the facts as stated by the Senator trom 
New Hampshire are correct in relation to this amendmeut having 
been prepared at the office of the Comptroller of the Currency, bu! 
the Committee on Finance have received no communication In rela 
tion thereto. It seems to be on an entirely different subject from 
that of the bill. The amendment is merely to allow the past tru 
actions of the savings-banks which have been conducted like avy 
other national banks to be exempt from taxation, where they have 10 
capital stock. 

fr. ROLLINS. Oh, no; not by any means. ; 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not know but that the amendment would 
receive upon a full consideration the approval of the Committee on 
Finance, but I hope the Senator will not press it at this time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Iiiinois. I suggest to the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire that he had better submit his amendment as an independent 
proposition. ; 

Mr. ROLLINS. The amendment was submitted to the Committee 
on Finance some time since, and I suggested to the chairman that 
when the subject was up for consideration I should be happy 


I desire to move an amendment to the })j|] 
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cont this amendment and to make some suggestions to the com- 
Rees in regard to the matter. I supposed that I should have due 
= ree when the subject would come up for consideration, but to my 
— co se the bill has been reported and is called up this morning, 
om I have no other alternative but to ask the Senate to adopt the 
* andment. 1 think it is but just and right that it should be agreed 
to ‘No W rong whatever can be done to anybody by it. The banks 
in New Hampshire have paid every dollar of tax that they have been 
called upon to pay for this commercial business, as it is called here in 
the Senate, Which they would have been compelled to pay under 
xisting law, if the business had been conducted in the national 
} inks instead of in the savings-banks. These banks have no capital. 


amt 


They have paid all that they ought to be called upon to pay. The | 


Commissioner of Internal R evenue recognized that fact, and I trust 
the Senate will be just enough toward these institutions, which are 
now struggling for an existence, to extend to them this leniency. I 
hone. therefore, that the amendment will be agreed to. I am sure 
that if the subject had been carefully considered by the Committee 
» Finance they would have agreed to the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask that the amendment be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire if that covers the recommendation made by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue? Does that go as far as the Commissioner of 
Interval Revenue in his recommendation with reference to savings- 

yanks ? 
: Mr. ROLLINS. I am not familiar with the recommendation. 

Mr. SARGENT. I wish the Senator would explain again what he 
understands the operation of this amendment would be. 

Mr. ROLLINS. In the State of New Hampshire we have savings- 
banks without capital stock, where the poor people, the widows and 
orphans, who have saved small sums of money, make their deposits. 
They are managed by men without compensation, and in some local- 
ities where there are no national banks, for the convenience of a few 
people, some few deposits have been received amounting to a very 
few thousand dollars for some years past, which are drawn out by 
check, on which there is paid no interest. The law requires that if 
these special deposits paying no interest are deposited in the savings- 
banks they shall pay a certain tax, I think one half of 1 per cent. 
perannum. These funds are deposited there for safety, and the only 
compensation which the parties receive for the money thus deposited 
is ia being furnished with exchange on Boston or New York without 
charge. 

These banks have paid upon these special deposits the exact amount 
of tax required under the law and the same amount that they would 
have paid had those deposits been made in the national banks, so that 
the Government has not suffered any wrong whatever ; it has not 
been wronged one single penny. 

Now, what is the ruling of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue ? 
Simply this, that going back for a period of seven or eight years the 
Government will tax nct only the special deposits which have already 
been taxed, but will tax the deposits of all the parties who have 
placed their funds in these banks. If they do that, the injustice o! it 
will be seen at a glance; parties who have not had their funds in the 
bank will be taxed to pay the tax upon the deposits put there by 
men who have already withdrawn their funds from the banks. If 
any injustice was to be done to the Government in any way, I would 
not urge this amendment on the attention of the Senate ; but no in- 
justice whatever can be done, and I know that the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue regards this as but just to those banks. 

In answer to the suggestion that there is no letter here from the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, I assure the Senate that if they 
will allow this bill to lie over until to-morrow I will produce a letter 
here from the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let it lie over, Mr. President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will go over. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I suggest to the Senator from New Hampshire 
that as this amendment which he proposes has not been referred to 
the Committee on Financee—— 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, it has been. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I will inform the Senator from Delaware that this 
amendment was referred to the Committee on Finance some weeks 
ago, before the recess. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Did they report favorably upon it? 

Mr. ROLLINS. They have not considered it. It was referred to 
the committee as an amendment to this bill presented by the Sena- 
tor from Illinois. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It strikes me that, as we have no expression of 
opinion by that committee on the propriety of the amendment sub- 
“nitted by the Senator from New Hampshire, it may be well to recom- 
mit the bill with his amendment to that committee so that we may 
have some expression of opinion from the committee in reference to 
the amendment. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Ihave no objection to that course, or to that sug- 
gested by the Senator from Vermont, that it lie over, for I only desire 
a just and right conclusion. , 
vis MORRILL. I will say to the Senator from Delaware that the 

as been reported and the amendment is already in the com- 
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mittee, but has not been reported upon. It will be just as well to 
allow the bill to go over until to-morrow morning. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill goes over for the day. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Before the matter is disposed of, I wish to say 
a word. We are not overburdened with banking capital in any way 
in lowa, but we have there a system of banking under our own State 
laws, of course not banks of issue, in which is done a savings-bank 
business, and an ordinary mercantile banking business; that is, de- 
posits are received for savings, and deposits are also received upon 
which no interest is paid—the ordinary mercantile deposits. Those 
banks with us are compelled to pay tax on the entire amount of their 
deposits, both mercantile and savings deposits; and I wish the Com- 
mittee on Finance in examining the question covered by the amend- 
ment would consider the propriety of releasing those banks from the 
payment of taxes on their savings deposits merely. They are banks 
of capital, all of them, and therefore safer to the men who deposit 
their money there either as mercantile deposits or savings deposits, 
and if savings deposits are to be exempted from taxes at all I think 
the savings deposits in those banks should be exempted as well in 
Iowa as in New Hampshire. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill has gone over for the day. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. No. 2479) for the removal of obstructions from 
the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the pres- 
ervation of the public property, reported it without amendment, and 
asked for its present consideration; but objection being made, the 
bill was placed on the calendar. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE BUILDING AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. DAWES. I desire to make a report from the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, which the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. HARRIS] is anxious to have made at this time. 

Iam instructed by the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 9) authorizing 
and directing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the custom-house 
at Memphis to be constructed of Tennessee marble, to report ad- 
versely upon the resolution, and, if the Senate consent to consider it 
now, | will state the reasons which governed the committee in mak- 
ing their report. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration 
of the joint resolution at this time? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It had better go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the Senator from Vermont will allow me a word, 
the foundations of the building are completed; the architect is now 
waiting for a decision of the question as to the material of which the 
building is to be constructed, and for that reason it is important that 
the question be decided one way or the other at once. I do not sup- 
pose it will take many minutes to dispose of it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not care how much time it takes. 1 with- 
draw my objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution is before the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole, by unanimous consent. 

It isa direction to the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the custom- 
house now being built at Memphis, Tennessee, to be constructed of 
marble quarried in the State of Tennessee, and cut and dressed on 
the site of the building; but this is not to increase the cost more than 
$65,000 over and above the limit heretofore fixed by law for the cost 
of the building. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. DAWES. Before the Senator from Tennessee speaks to the 
passage of the resolution I will state the reasons, if he will permit 
we, Which governed the committee in reporting adversely. 

The committee would have been very glad to have recommended 
that this public building should be built of the Tennessee maible, 
and they can very well understand the interest which the Senators 
and the public of Tennessee have in that question; but upon referring 
this matter to the Treasury Department the committee ascertained 
that it would increase the expenditure for the builuing $55,000, and 
they obtained the views of the Treasury Department upon it. 1] ask 
that those views be read as the reasons which governed the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The letter will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
December 12, 1877. 

Sir: Your letter of this date, inclosing a copy of joint resolution (S. R. No. 9) author 
izing and directing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the custom-house at 
Memphis to be constructed of Tennessee marble, together with the accompanying 
letter of Supervising Architect of the Treasury, is received. You request my 
opinion as to the propriety of the passage of the resolution, and to suggest any 
modification deemed necessary for the public interest. 

The estimates and the appropriation made for the construction of the custom- 
house at Memphis were based upon a plan requiring face-bricks with limestone or 
sandstone trimmings for the outside walls. the additional cost if the building ts 
constructed of Tennessee marble is estimated to be $85,000. 

Experience has shown that a brick building such as is designed for Memphis is 
well adapted for the uses of a custom-house or post-office, is as durable as stone, 
and is more free from danyers of fire and water. 

In the opinion cf the Secretary all public buildings intended for the ordinary 
business of administration, especially if situatedin the midst of a city expose: to 


danger from fire from adjoining buildings, should be constructed of brick with 
stone facings. 
No reason is known why such buildings should be of marble or granjte, except 
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that additional dignity and improved appearance may be given them, and, there- 
fore, the Secretary cannot recommend tbe proposed change in the plan. 
Very respectiully, 
JOHN SHERMAN, Secretary. 
Hon. H. L. Dawes, 
Chairman Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
United States Senate. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds recommend that the enacting clause of the resolution be 
stricken out. Will the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, agree 
to the same? 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, the act of May, 1876, authorized the 
purchase of a site and the construction of a building for a custom- 
house, post-office, and court-room in the city of Memphis, provided 
the cost should not exceed $400,000. The city of Memphis has do- 
nated to the Government a site, and one that the architect says is one 
of the best, if not indeed the very best site for such a building in Amer- 
ica. But under the limits tixed upon the cost of the building the archi- 
tect reports that he cannot construct the building of other material 
than brick. The people of Memphis and of Tennessee desire very 
much that a public building of that character, which is to stand we 
hope indefinitely, shall be built of such material as will do credit to 
the good taste of the Government and be an ornament to the city and 
to the State. We think we have in the limits of Tennessee as tine 
building material as can be found in America, perhaps as can be 
found in the world. We feel a natural pride and desire in construct- 
ing this public building of our own and our best building material. 

lasked the opinion of the Supervising Architect as to the pro- 
priety of constructing it of marble and the probable additional cost 
involved by changing to that material. I send to the Secretary his 
reply in order that it may be read to the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the letter. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE SUPERVISING ARCHITECT, 
December ®, 1877. 

Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, request- 
ing wy opinion as to the propriety of using Tennessee marble for the exterior 
walls of the pew custom-house building at Memphis and the probable increased 
cost that would be occasioned by the use of such material. 

In reply, I have the honor to advise you that, in consequence of the limit placed 
upon the cost of the building, it was found necessary to adopt face-bricks, with 
hmestone or sandstone trimmings, for the outside walls. Undoubtedly a much 
tiner building would be produced if the East Tennessee marble should be substi- 
tuted for the facing now contemplated, and in my opinion the result would justify 
the necessary additional expenditure To make this substitution it would be neces- 
#ary to increase the limit of cost of building $25,000. 

Very respectfully, 
JAMES G. HILL, 
Supervising Architect. 
fon. Isham G. TAnnis, 
Senate Chamber. 


Mr. HARRIS. As to the quality of our Tennessee building mate- 
rial, I refer Senators to the marble with which our marble-room is 
finished, and which is extensively used in finishing the new wings 
for this Capitol. The architect, as you will see from the letter just 
read, recommends the adoption of the Tennessee marble in lieu of 
brick, The only question presented to the Senate by the joint reso- 
lution that I had the honor to offer is, shall we construct this build- 
ing to be used as a custom-house, post-oflice, and court-room of brick, 
at a cost not to exceed $400,000, or shall we construct it of Tennessee 
marble at a cost not to exceed $485,000 f 

Now, in answer to one of the objections made by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, that a brick building is less liable to injury from fire 
or water, I desire to state to the Senate that the lot donated by the 
city of Memphis for this building, and where the building is actually 
commenced and the foundations are now completed, is isolated. 
Though in the heart of the city, it is in one of the public squares, at 
least two hundred and fifty or three hundred feet from any other 
building or from any point at which any other building can be con- 
structed. So that it is perfectly free from all dangers of fire except 
such dangers as may be found within the building itself, and it of 
course will be a fire-proof building. Therefore, the reason assigned 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, so far as that matter is concerned, 
does not apply in any measure to this case, because this building will 
be beyond the reach of fire from any other building within the limits 
of the city. 

1 hope the Senate will authorize the construction to be in the Ten- 
nessee marble when the assurance of the architect is that it cannot 
increase the cost beyond $55,000 more, and it may not increase it to 
that extent. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, there are some things which may be 
appropriately and gracefully done. I think this is an occasion when 
the Senate may, most appropriately, rightly, and gracefully, doa 
thing which ought to be done. By the former legislation it bas 
already been determined that it is appropriate that a public building 
for courts, for customs, and for post-office purposes shall be erected 
in the city of Memphis. The foundations for that building are already 
laid. It is a question, then, with the origin of which we have nothing 
now todo. Itis asked that the material of which that buildingshall be 
constructed shall be changed from brick to marble. In my judgment 
every consideration which can be suggested should determine that 
the material should be marble. There is the small sum of $85,000 
difference in the construction of the building, whether it be of the 
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one or the other material ; but it is so small when contrasted ;,) 
the purposes for which the building is erected and with other pai, 
connected therewith that it does seem to me the Senate 4) <p 
hesitate for a single moment. 

We know as well as the Senator from Tennessee something 
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material of which it is sought to construct that building. Fas 
sented in this building which we occupy, and it is a fine mater , 


and while that building shall stand there to reflect the style o arc} 

itecture which belongs to this age and to the public spirit that 
erected it, why in the name of Heaven shall it not reflect that ma;.. 
rial which is the pride of that State, and justly the pride, for ] ay =a 
it is one of the finest marbles to be found in the land. - 

Is it not an appropriate thing todo? Is it not a graceful thing 4, 
do? Is it not a just thing todo? If that building is to stand the, 
in the ages, should it not stand there figuring and presenting the 
material which the State in which it is erected furnished for jts poy 
struction? Oh, Mr. President, it is too small a thing in my hy), 
judgment for us to consume much time about, and 1 think that +), 
bill should pass authorizing the change, and it will receive my qos 
hearty and cordial support. P ; 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, after the very handsome speech of 
the Senator from Maine, (Mr. HaMLtn,} I hardly think it is quite 
graceful in me to rise to oppose the proposition of the Senator iro 
Tennessee, and I will say that I shall be quite content, so far as | 
am concerned, with any disposition that the Senate may choose to 
make of the subject. I will merely, however, to justify the actioy 
at least of one member of the committee, say that that committee has 
sought to put a limit upon the appropriations made at the outset {oy 
public het ie that are provided in all portions of the country and 
that when they transcended that we have been utterly opposed to 
granting any additional appropriation to increase the sum of expend. 
iture. This has been amatter of great difficulty. In a great many 
cases additional appropriations are asked for and made alter the bil! 
as originally passed fixed a specific sum which was asked for as 
ample and sufficient for the work. 

Then in addition to that it is supposed by the committee that a 
brick building is far superior to any other to resist the destructiy: 
element of fire in case of any such accident occurring. Where a 
building is built of brick the walls will stand against any attack cf 
fire; but if built of marble or of granite or of any ordinary ston 
they crumble to pieces, no matter how pretentious their claims may 
be to being fire-proof. 

Then I will state as an additional reason that we have insisted 
upon the recommendation of the proper Department for appropria- 
tions for public buildings and for any additional sums that might be 
required. The Treasury Department, as I understood, declied to 
recommend any additional sum for this purpose; but undoubiedly 
the reasons presented by the Senator from Tennessee and the Senator 
from Maine are very cogent in favor of granting the request. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. President, I admit the propriety of the objection 
to appropriations for new buildings, but this is an exceptional case. 
This building has already been begun, its foundations have been laid, 
and the estimate submitted by the architect is that it wil! costa cer 
tain amount to build it of brick and only about 20 per cent. addi- 
tional to the original estimate to construct it of Tennessee marb| 
I thank the Senator from Maine and also the Senator from Vermont 
for having made the exception in behalf of this building in th: 
State of Tennessee. Memphis is the commercial capital of our 
State. It is the largest city upon the Mississippi River between 
Saint Louis and New Orleans. The future growth of that city we 
look to in Tennessee with great expectation and great pride, and 
surely it is not improper for a great Government like this to expend 
so small a sum of money in utilizing the material to be found within 
the limits of our State for the purpose of constructing one of its own 
public buildings in that State; and I trust the Senate, in view of the 
small additional cost that will be required to authorize this change, 
will pay the compliment to my State of voting unanimously for the 
joint resolution of my colleague. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I simply want to say, as a meznber of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, that I was not present 10 
the committee when this joint resolution was considered. I shall at 
all times be happy to concur with that committee in saving any ex- 
penditure of money properly ; but in this case, as this building Is pro- 
posed to be constructed out of the materials furnished by the State 
and out of materials of which no other public building in the country 
is erected, I think the very fact of the variety of our public build- 
ings will be itself a justification for this additional appropriation ; 
and therefore I shall vote for the proposition to have this building 
constructed of the material of Tennessee. . . 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, hearing this joint reso.ution 
read, it occurred to me to say something upon it; but the Senator 
from Maine [Mr. HAMLIN] has said so exactly what I wished to say, 
and so much better than I could say it, that I shall refrain from saying 
anything. I am in favor of making the change, and shall so vote. 

* The VICE-PRESIDENT. Will the Senators, as in Committee of 





the Whole, agree to the recommendation of the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, that the enacting clause of this joint resolu- 
tion be stricken out ? 
The motion was not agreed to. . a 
The joint resolution was reported te the Senate without amend 
















































time. 

Mr. MORR 
the resolution chan 
Mr. HARRIS. 1 
The VICE-PRES . 
on will be changed to a bill. 

“Mr. DAWES. I inquire of the Senator from Tennessee whether a 
vilar bill has not passed the House ? 
Mr. HARRIS. I think not. s E Wy 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the bill (S. No. 608) authorizing 
and directing 2 
an Memphis to be constructed of Tennessee marble pass ? 
The bill was passed. 

PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. The 
Senate resumes the consideration of the unfinished business, being 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. MATTHEWS. ] 

Mr. BLAINE. I desire to make a small request before that matter 
js proceeded with. I introduced a bill on the silver question myself 
a day or tw 


ed to the form of a bill. 
1ave no objection to that. 


t 


sl! 


o since, in which I left the number of grains in the silver 
dollar that I proposed blank, because I cannot myself vote to remon- 
etize a dollar of 4124 grains. Probably there is some little blindness 
in the first section, but I have been credited with leaving the value 
of the silver dollar and the number of grains in it to the Secretary 
of the Treasury and the Director of the Mint. What I intended to 
leave to them was the purchase of silver bullion at the market rate 
hy the Director of the Mint and the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
it strikes me isa different proposition. I should be glad to have the 
pill veprinted; with the consent of the Senate, I submit that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the amend- 
ment to the resolution proposed by the Senator from New York, [ Mr. 
CONKLING,] which will be read. 

The Curer CLERK. The amendment is to strike ont in the first 
line of the resolution the words “the House of Representatives concurring 
therein” and insert in lieu thereof “and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled ;” 80 that, if amended, 
the resolution will read: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, éc. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. On this question the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HARRIS, (when his name was called.) Upon this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar, ] who, 
if he were present, I suppose would vote “yea” upon this amend- 
ment. Ishould vote “nay” but for the pair. 

Mr. HILL, (when his name was called.) On this question I agreed 
to pair with the Senator from Arkansas, [ Mr. GARLAND. ] If he were 
present, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 
The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to state that my colleagne [Mr. Hoar] is 
necessarily absent to-day and is paired, as has been stated by the 
Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. HARRIS,] with him. My colleague, if 
present, would vote “ yea.” 

Mr. BUTLER, (after having voted in the affirmative.) I desire to 
withdraw my vote and announce that on this question I am paired 
with my colleague, [Mr. PATTERSON.] If he were present, he would 
vote “nay” on this amendment. 

une VICE-PRESIDENT. The vote will be withdrawn, if there be 
no objection. 

Mr. PLUMB. My colleague [Mr. INGALLS] is necessarily absent by 
the illness of his wife. If he were present, he would vote “ nay.” 
Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from Maryland, Mr. WHyTE, is 
detained at home by sickness to-day, and telegraphed me asking me 
to pair with him. In view of that 1 have paired with him. I pre- 
sume, if he were here, he would vote “ yea;” I should most certainly 
vote “ nay.” 


The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 39; as follows: 


YEAS—23. 
Anthony, Christiancy, Kernan, Randolph, 
Barnum, Conkling, Lamar, Rollins, 
Bay ard, Dawes, McPherson, Sargent, 
Blaine Eaton, Mitchell, Wadleigh, 
Burnside, Edmunds, Morrill, Windom. 
Chaffee, Hanlin, Paddock, 
NAYS—39. 

Allison, Davisof W.Va. Jonesof Florida, Plumb, 
Armstrong, Dennis, Kirkwood, Ransom, 
ley, Dorsey, McCreery, Saulsbury, 
—— Enstia, McDonald, Sannders, 
z roth, Ferry, Me Millan, Spencer, 
‘ameron of Pa., Gordon, Matthews, eller, 
Cameron of Wis., Grover, Maxey, ~ Thurman, 
—. Hereford, Merrimon, Wallace, 

onover, Howe, Morgan, Withers. 
Davis of Illinois, Johnston, Oglesby, 
. ABSENT—14. 
Batle Harris, Jones of Nevada, Voorhees, 
ae Hill, Kellogg, Whyte. 
Garland ; Tngaite, Bhs _ 

’ & 
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nt, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and read the third 
ment, orat 


ILL. I suggest to the Senator from Tennessee to have | of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. MORRILL, } which w 


| 
| 
| 


the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the custum- | 


| and very interesting position. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The next question is on the amendment 
I ( ill be reported 
for information. 


Mr. MATTHEWS. I would inquire whether the next question is 


IDENT. That change will be made. The resoln- | not on the amendment proposed by the Senator from Colorado, { Mr. 


CHAFFEE. ] 

_The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is not. That is a substitute for all. 
The amendment of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] covers 
a portion of the resolution which the amendment of his colleague 
(Mr. EDMUNDS] proposes to strike out. It will be reported for infor- 
mation. 

Mr. MORRILL. For the purpose of accommodating my colleague 
I withdraw my amendment, so that it may take its place next after 
his amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That transposition will be made. The 
question then is on the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont, (Mr. EDMUNDS, ] which will be reported for information. 

The CuteF CLERK. The Senator from Vermont (Mr. EpMuNDs] 
proposes to amend the resolution by striking out after the word “ in- 
terest,” in the fourth line, the words: 

At the option of the Government of the United States in silver dollars of the 
coinage of the United States, containing 412} grains each of standard silver; and 
that to restore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said 
bonds, principal and interest, is not in violation of the public faith nor in deroga- 
tion of the rights of the public creditor. 

And in lieu thereof inserting: 

In gold coin or its equivalent ; and that any other payment, without the consent 
of the creditor, would be in violation of the public faith and in derogation of his 
rights. 

So that, if amended, the resolution will read: 

That all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued under 
the said acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, 
in gold coin or its equivalent; and that any other payment withont the consent of 


+ aa would be in violation of the public faith and in derogation of his 
rights. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the interesting thing about this 
business at this present moment is that the Senate has just declared 
by a rex, mm ¢ that it is not fit to make this a joint resolution, but it 
is fit to keep it asa concurrent resolution expressing merely the opin- 
ion of the two legislative bodies of the Government; so that as it 
now stands it is a resolution which the Senate proposes to adopt, if 
the House of Representatives concurs in its adoption, expressing the 
opinion of the Senate; that is to say, that this body, which has been 
supposed to be one of the co-ordinate branches, thinks it is wise and 
safe and lawful to have an opinion merely provided the House of 
Representatives is willing that it should have an opinion. That is 
what we have just voted, which I think is a very admirable com- 
mentary upon the nature of this proceeding. That is exactly what 
itis. We have solemnly declared that we ought not to turn this into 
an effective act and declaration of the Government, but it is merely 
an opinion of the Senate which we think we shall entertain if the 
Honse entertains a similar opinion, and if the House does not enter- 
tain a similar opinion then we have no opinion at all! 

I congratulate the Senator from Ohio upon the masterly strategy 
with which he has managed to put us into this very extraordinary 
I used to have the impression that the 


| Senate might have an opinion, just a mere opinion upon a point of law 


or any other thing, without sending it over to the House for its concur- 


| rence and approval, or signature, or whatever you like to call it; but 


inasmuch as a majority of the Senate has decided that we have not 
any such right we are now called upon to express our opinion and 
state that we have an opinion if the eon has one, and if it has not, 
we have not! Let us consider that. 

What I am going to say, Mr. President, is substantéally to the very 
point proposed by the Senator from Ohio in his proposition, and that 
is, the state of the law, although, of course, incidentally, in ascertain- 
ing what is the state of the law, it is necessary to recur to history 
and to contemporaneous circumstances, as every tribunal does and 
must in order to ascertain the true interpretation of the laws, and if 
I happen to be a little prosy I hope nobody will mind it. 

The first thing to which I call the attention of the Senate is the 
circumstance that from 1792, when the first coinage act was passed, 
to 1834 there was no change, so far as the statute gees, in the rela- 
tions between gold and silver. The double standard existed, fixed 
originally, as far as the ingennity and the knowledge of the Congress 
of 1790 could do it, upon the theory of exact equivalence. Not the 
hundredth part of a cent was left out of the account when the coin- 
age act of 1792 fixed the relation of gold and silver at 15tol. It 
was not thought by the wise founders of this Republic and the philo- 
sophic statesmen and financiers of that day, on any side or of any 
party, if there were parties, that there could be a double standard 
that should be useful and just to the people, unless that double stand- 
ard represented exact equivalence. It continued, so far as the stat- 
ute went, 15 to 1 until 1834. Then Congress passed an act diminish- 
ing the quantity of pure gold in the gold coins of the United States 
by a very large fraction (f do not go into details because it takes too 
much time) in order to produce again an exact equivalent in the re- 
spective values of gold and silver coins. That was the statate; it 
was passed for that purpose and for no other. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a 
question ? 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. With pleasure, 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I ask him if it is not a fact that the 
relation was made in 1%34 not for the object of producing an exact 
equivalency between the metals but for precisely the opposite object ; 
aud if the reports of two or three committees, and especially the re- 
port of the chairman of the Committee on Coins, Mr. Campbell 
White, were not that the trne relation between gold and silver was 
15.6 to Ll or thereabouts, and that in the face of the reports of the 
committees Congress made a relation of 16 to 1 for the purpose of 
driving out silver and making gold the predominating circulating 
medium of the country on account of the newly discovered gold 
wines of the South? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I respond according to the best of my informa- 
tion and belief that it was not the fact. It was the fact that it was 
contended by many in the discussion of that bill that an exact equiv- 
alent would be what my honorable friend states. It was contended 
by others that the exact equivalent was 16 to 1, if that was it, and 1 
believe it was, that they then made. 

Mr. MORRILL. Fifteen and ninety-eight hundreths. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I call it 16 in round numbers, for short, as that 
saves time. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. It was a little over 16. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Here is a difference at once. Some say 15.98. 
My friend from Nevada says over 16. Where these doctors disagree, 
in order to hit the medium I will call it 16 to 1, asa general statement 
of the proposition, 

I do not understand the history of that legislation as my honorable 
friend from Nevada does in respect to the purpose of it. I have 
read the debates with whatever care and attention J am capable of, 
and [T understand the concurrent result of the whole of the discus- 
sion, which was great, and of the whole of the reports, and they 
were numerous and exhaustive, to have been this simple proposition : 
that the lapse of time from 1792 to 1834 had gradually drawn the 
equivalence of 15 to 1 between gold and silver apart so that they 
were no longer equivalents at that ratio of weight, and that the 
highest interest of the people, rich and poor, high and low, great and 
sinall, demanded that they should be brought together, because with- 
out being brought together there would be two distinct currencies 
as long as they could stay together in the country in circulation at 
all, two distinct measures of value, more or less fluctuating, a state 
of things always disastrous to any people where there is such a dif- 
ference, 

The act of 1834 provided merely for the recoinage of gold at this 
diminished weight. That was the whole substance of it; and now, 
in order to prove what I have stated as to the history of that measure, 
I must ask the indulgence of the Senate for a short time while I read 
the evidence on which I rely. I will begin with the House debates 
of the 2ist June, 1834. On the 2ist of June, 1834, the House of Rep- 
resentatives proceeded to take up “ the bill concerning the gold coins 
of the Ur ited States,” which was passed into the act of 1834. Mr. 
Clowney, a member of the House and a representative of one of the 
views, which did not differ in point of principle, let me say again, 
said this: 

Owing to this circumstance— 


That is, “that gold is esteemed less valuable in the United States, 
as a coin, than in any other nation on the face of the globe ”— 

Owing to this circumstance, our gold, whether in the shape of coin or bullion, 
has for the last fifteen years, even in England where its standard value is con- 
siderably below that of most other nations, commanded a premium from 4 to 63 per 
cent. 

And that statement is borne out by the reports of the committees 
and the evidence which of course I shall not take your time to read : 

The inevitable consequences of such an ill-advised policy, or careless neglect in 
leg slation, have long since been expenenced in the entire banishment of gold, not 
only from cirenlation, but also from our country; and in the complete counterac- 
tion of its tendency to return in the course of trade. That these are serious evils 


none can deny, and, if so, all must admit the necessity and importance of the im- 
mediate application of an appropriate remedy. 


That was a time of great distress, as this present time is. The 
people, to whom we are so often referred, were uneasy; there was 
trouble; business did not gd on; failures were numerous; and as in 
all such cases everywhere, in all countries and in all times, a con- 
siderable body of the people, listening to advocates who are some- 
times supposed to look more to elections than to the philosophy of 
society, thought that any remedy that could be suggested which 
would have on the face of it more money was the thing that was 
demanded by the times. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt 
him? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With great pleasure. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I should like to ask the Senator where he 
can refer us to the history that times were hard in 1830, 1831, 1832, 
1833, 1834, and 1835, and if they were not regarded as flush times in 
this country and among the most prosperous times that the country 
has ever seen. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, if my honorable friend from Ne- 
vada wili take up the Journals of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in the years 1833 and 1634 down to the passage of this bill— 
I will not go on to the culmination in 1837—— 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Take the financial history of the country. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will take so much of bis ya)ys) 
time as is needful for that purpose to turn to the Journals of _ 
two Houses at that period and turn to the record of the ; Gheremia. Ps 
debates, I think I can state to him with great safety that he wi)! 
that the number of petitions coming up for relief from finan 
tress—and I use that term industriously, “ financial 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


ill find 
lal dis. 
; distress” 
How was it after the law was passed ? 
If my good friend will wait a moment | w 


: 9 a : Hi tell 
him. Iam now answering his first question as to tly condition of 
things in 1834. I say he will find the records of Congress are toon 
ing with petitions from the people of the various States for pejiu; 


from the financial embarrassments that then existed. And, Mr, Pro 

dent, L could spend your time from now until the 4th of March 4 
reading out of the records of the debates the presentation of such 
petitions and the discussions that arose upon them, and particular) 
from the then great West, which was far this side of what it is yon 
from the great valley of the Ohio, which was then the West —that 
valley into which somebody lately said, I suppose with a kin | of 
irony, that as from the water-sheds of the continent in these later days 
poured all the honorsand offices of the Republic. I do not believetha: 
part of it myself, of course. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. This is the first time I ever heard that 
there was financial distress in 1834. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It may be that these numerous petitioners from 
Ohio and Indiana and Kentucky and in fact from the whole country 
everywhere were entirely mistaken in stating their own grievances, 
I was too young at that time to feel financial distress myself partic. 
ularly. I have felt it since and feel it now, but at that time [ did 
not take much interest in the question. [Laughter. } 

Hence— 


Says Mr. Clowney, inspeaking of the conclusions of the committee— 


Hence they conclude that one metal alone can be made the standard of value in 


any country; that for this purpose public and mercantile convenience unite in 
favor of silver— 


Which ought to please my friend from Nevada, I am sure— 


that gold may and ought to becoined merely with the view to ascertain its finen 
and weight, and stamped by public authority with a value under its market j 
Sach, indeed, appear to have been the views of the Committee on Coins when they 
adopted in their original bill the ratio of 1 to 15.625, for which the gentleman fro 
New York | Mr. Selden] is now so strenuously contending. 

That such were the principles that governed the committee in recommending 
in the original bill now on your table, the proportion in the eagle of 1 to 15 62 
be fairly inferred from the express language of the report accompanying t | 
In the report they say: *‘ Your committee desire to raise the relative value of gold 
to silver, so as to approximate its estimate in general commerce and preserve si 
ver as the practical standard ; and to authorize the assay and stamping of domes 
tic gold in ingots, at the lowest charge.” 


or) 


y 
™m 


That, I submit to my honorable friend, is a sufficient answer to what 
he has just stated from his seat, that the object of the performance of 
1834 was to unsettle silver and substitute gold as the sole currency 
of the country. This gentleman goes on to say: 

The honorable chairman of the Committee on Coins has thought proper, for 


reasons satisfactory to his own mind, and I trust to this House, to change his 
grouud, 


Not to change his ground in respect to substituting silver for gold 
or gold for silver, but to change his ground in respect of the precise 
ratio of equivalence which ought to be adopted in the bill. Later on 
he goes on to say: 

From this brief history— 

After stating the relations of the coins in various countries, which 
I cannot waste your time in reading— 

From this brief history of the two metals, we have bnt little reason to apprehend 
any great change in their present commercial value, occasioned by a sudden 
increared difference in the quantities produced, and labor employed in their pro- 
duction. 

Which is an element that is often laughed at in these excitable 
times in the value of the bullion of these various metals, the respect- 
ive cost and the respective cheapness, to use such a phrase, of their 
production which enters into their value as it does into the value of 
everything else. 

From it we are also authorized to conclude, with the Director of our Mint, Mr 
Samuel Moore, in his letter to Secretary Ingham in 1829, that “it results from past 
experience, and is conformable to analogy, that the proportional value of gol! to 
silver must be progressively increased from time to time to elicit from the mines 
its present average relative production in weight or countervail its diminution 

Mr. President, how prophetic that was. How true. It is more than 
forty years since that report was made ; it was in 1829, almost fifty 
years ago; and from that day to this, marked at this moment by the 
settled relations of these commodities—I do not mean definitely settled, 
but the general average of them—this statement has turned out to 
be true, that the separation of these metals has been gradually, but 
steadily, widening, with exceptions in 1848 and 1549, when the ( af 
fornia gold mines were discovered and the silver ones in Nevada ha 
not been. As a general progress of events, they have been daily 


drawing apart in their relative value. 

Mr. ALLISON. In which direction? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In both directions, because if you made gold the 
standard, the silver has been going lower, and if you made silver 
the stand 
it was. 


Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I should like to ask the Senator from Ver- 


ard, gold has been going higher. I do not care which way 
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7 : : eanatest than they were in 1834 or 1835 or 1848. 
ir. EDMUMDS.. Very likely, Mr. President. 

Mr JONES, of Nevada. How could they, then, have gradually 
lrawn apart from that time on? : j : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Just for the simple fact which may be illustrated 
py the progress of all communities that are civilized. The United 
Sores {pom 1787 or from 1776 to this day have been gradually pro- 
on ssing, I take it, in civilization, in prosperity, in education, in every- 
Thing that goes tomake up a well-ordered nation ; and yet there were 
about four years in our history, from 1812 on, when we went back- 
ward; and there were four later years when we went backward. But 
of time, the progress of the country has not been such as I have stated? 
It is just so with this question. ; ; 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I call the Senator's attention to his re- 
mark that the relations between silver and gold have been gradually 


widenil 


were In 1R34. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Exactly. , 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I want to know what the civilization of 
this country has to do with the answer to that question? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It has exactly this to do with it—my friend will 
pardon me for saying it—it illustrates that it is a when there 
isa general current and movement in affairs, that there may be a 
temporary instant, a day or a month or a year or two years, when the 
apparent progress to those people who wear spectacles for near-sight- 
eduess is exactly the other way, like a child on the bank of a river, 
who stands by an eddy and looks and sees the sticks going up stream 
and says “ Ab! this stream, fora wonder, flows to the mountain-tops 
instead of to the sea!” This gentleman goes on again: 

In these views Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Baring, the most experienced and distin- 

ed financiers of the age, perfectly agree, They admit the fact, upon which 
the gentleman from New York — Selden} has so much relied, that, when the 
coins of the two metals are placed upon an equal footing in the payment of debts, 
.nge in their relative market value— 


Mark the words “ market value ”— 


| produce a change in their relative legal value, and that that metal which 
r pangees will drive the other from circulation and become alone the 
tical standard and currency. 


Phat was found to exist in 1834; gold was undervalued and it was 
lriven out by the silver: 


The trath of this theory has long since been clearly exemplified in the history of 
the monetary system of England and also in the monetary system of these United 
States. Although by our Constitution and laws gold is regarded as money and is 

a legal tender, the same as silver, in the payment of debts, yet, in consequence 
the vast difference in the value of gold at our mint, compared with its relative 
lue to silver in general commerce, it has long since departed from the United 
States, leaving silver the only metallic currency. In order to restore gold again to 
oar currency and keep it in cireulation, itis only necessary to raise its value in our 
coinage 80 as to correspond with its va'ue relatively to silver in general commerce. 
In the use of both metals,” says Mr. Baring, in his examination before the com 
mittee on coins in England, in 1828, “ one of two courses must be taken, either to 
leave them to chance "— 


mes tl 


Which my friend from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] in his observations of 
yesterday evidently has in his mind— 

to leave them to chance and give to the debtor the advantage of the option, as was 
the case under the old English system, or fix at once which is to be your standard, 
and adjust at given periods your other metal to it. If you want the advantages of 
the fixity of standard of one metal, with the facilities and conveniences of two 
you must take the latter course. The system of occasional adjustment has been 
practiced in France, and in these matters practical experience is worth all the 
theories of mere speculation. 

Thus, Mr. President, you will see, according to the opinions of these 
gentlemen, and they are typical—I only take these out of great num- 
bers of debates as typical of the statements of the question—that the 
fact that we are to Lose only one standard does not imply, as the or- 
ators in this body and elsewhere would have the people believe, that 
they are not to have a silver currency by any means, but that that 
silver currency, like the gold currency, is to be good for all it is worth, 
Just as their wheat and their corn and their wine and their oil and 
their whisky and their tobacco and their cotton is, and that every 
honest people ought to be satistied with a currency in metal, or in 
paper either, I may add, that is good for all that it is worth. If it 
passes for that, is given and received for that, then it is given and 
received as a true equivalent and representative of the commodities 
they produce and interchange. He goes on to say : 

In attempting to fix the value of gold at our mint, with the sole view of intro- 
other in the payment of debts, a due 


bullion in tl 


} . 
which we have the greatest commercial intercourse. 


involves exactly the reverse of that: that we 
the respective values of these two metals, but with these metals apart, 
wider apart than they have been before within our history, to declare 
that the fit basiness of this country is to make them equivalents by 
Statute when they cannot be made equivalents in the commercial 
waned, which is exactly, as I understand it, as if you were to declare 
'y statute that a bushel of potatoes shall be equal to a bushel of 
— at which, I take it, the farmers of the West who are now said 
mr rather contemptuously. They would say that the respective 
Values of corn and of potatoes did not depend upon anything that 


are to pay no regard to 





ducing it into cireulation with silver, so that the one may not be preferred to the | 
regard must be paid to the relative value of | 
1© great marts of the world, and moro especially in those nations with | 


This proposition of my honorable friend from Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] | 


© So eager for the silver bill and these silver propositions would | 
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in 1859 and 1860 the values of gold and silver were not much | 


| stand up and say that on the whole, taking the whole march 


Congress could say by law or by way of the opinion of the Senate, 
which is supposed to be a good deal better than a law for this present 
purpose, that is if the House is willing it should have an opinion—I 
think the farmers of the West would rather smile at that sort of 
proposition. It will not work in practice. The respective values of 
corn and potatoes would be exactly what they were before. Congress 
could neither bull nor bear the market in corn or potatoes, although 
it may doso for aught we know between silver and gold. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada, rose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Nevada is about to ask what hurt 
legislation doesthen. It would do none at all unless you were to say 
that a tender of a bushel of potatoes by the farmer to the working- 
man who had raised them was just as good for the workingman as 
the tender of a bushel of corn. That is the only hurt it does. In 
the markets of the world, in the interchange of the business of so- 


| ciety in respect of actual values, no amount of legislation can dis- 


y since 1834, except in 1548, when in one single year before | 
silver was demonetized, to wit, in 1872, they were as far apart as they | 





turb it except in the incidental way that a particular coin is wanted 
for a particular use, which makes it more valuable to a certain per- 
centage, undoubtedly ; but when you undertake to exercise the sov- 
ereign power of this Government by telling every workingman that 
at the option of his employer, the great corporation or the great cap- 
italist, he shall be paid in one metal rather than another, when that 
one metal will not buy him by 10 per cent. as much bread and meat 
as the other one, then, in my opinion, you have transcended the just 
province of upright legislation, and are exercising, however good 
your motives may be, the most wicked of civil tyranny. 

But I want to go on as rapidly as I can to show you, Mr. President, 
the exact grounds on which the act of 1834 was passed ; and all that 
I deduce from it is—which I wish the Senate to observe—that there 
was a universal concurrence on the part of everybody, on all sides, 
that it was essential to the justice of such legislation and to its pol- 
icy thatif the two standards were to stand they were to stand on 
commercial equivalence, and not upon forced equivalence imputed 
to them by legislation. But the same gentleman from whom I have 
been reading says: 

But, with a just ratio, your currency will not be affected by such fluctuations. 


Speaking of the fluctuations up and down between silver and gold 
which had oceurred before and which had finally driven the gold out 
of the market: 

Great fears have been expressed, too, about driving silver out of the country. I 
cannot believe, sir, that the trifling advantage given to gold— 


Mark that— 


trifling advantage given to gold, an advantage not equal to 1 per cent., will pro- 
duce any such effect. 

That was on the proposition of 16 to 1. 

Mr. ALLISON. Who made that statement ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This same gentleman, Mr. Clowney, and he made 
it for everybody. I have not picked out an easy passage, but only 
difticult ones in this debate. 

Mr. ALLISON. Do I understand the Senator to claim that in that 
legislation, fixing the relation at 16 to 1, the men who framed it 
undertook to fix the exact commercial relation between the two 
metals ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir; I do not say that. 

Mr. ALLISON. The remark approached to it. 


Just now you said 
there was only a difference of 1 per cent. 


The difference was in fact 


| J+ per cent. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator is vastly mistaken; it was one-six- 
tieth of one grain; 15.625 was the lowest estimate of the relation by 
the people a claimed that gold would be overvalued if you went 
up to 16, or 15.98 tol. The others claimed that 16 would do it; but 
they said “If it is not exactly right, if you have made gold worth too 
much by your law by putting it at 16 to 1, the fraction is so small, 
only the difference between 15.625 and 16, that these evils, which we 
all agree will happen if you get it too wide, will not have any ap- 
preciable effect. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now, allow me to ask a question ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLISON. The relation before this law was passed was 15 
to 1? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. 

Mr. ALLISON. That undervalued gold 6 per cent.? Now, they 
fixed the relation at 16 to 1, which overvalued gold 34 per cent. ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the Senator is as wide in his arith- 
metic as he can possibly be. The difference between the relation of 
15 to 1 and 16 to 1 is not exactly 6 per cent. 

Mr. ALLISON. I did not speak in exact terms. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The difference between 15.625 and 16 is not 4 
per cent. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very nearly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I continue: 

But, with a justratio, your currency will not be affected by such fluctuations, 
Great fears have been expressed, too, about driving silver out of the country 
cannot believe, sir, that the trifling advantage given to gold, an advantage not 
equal to 1 per cent., will produce any such effect. Neither of them would go out. 

This gentleman is now speaking to the claim which probably would 
be the mathematical average of all the countries in the world of about 
15.7. I forget his exact fractional figures. 

Neither of them would go ont, unless to pay temporary balances, and under the 
proposed regulations for our coin. 

. * . 
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The error is in assuming that 15§ is the just average ratio of gold and silver in 


at present existed, making a distinction on one side as much too wide as 
the markets of the world, while that average is within a fraction of 1 per cent. of 
































the value of bullion as a commercial article, both gold and silver 
: bullion, but it also settles the value as a commercial article of the 
wheat that the constituents of my friend from Iowa raise, and of the 
corn and of the beef that my own constitnents raise, to a very large 
lige degree. This is what this gentleman states. Now, look at the con- 
Pa sequence. It was taken at 16 to 1, the law passed in that way, and 
it only went from 1834 to 1853, when, from this slight overvaluation 
of gold, this mere thing that all the people who urged that particular 
ratio said would amount to nothing, everybody concurred in say- 
ing, Whigs and democrats, all classes of politicians and all sorts of 
statesmen, “ This ratio is wrong ; you have made your gold too valu- 
able; you have driven silver out of existence.” 

Now, l read in the same debate and out of the same book, the 
report of Mr. White, made in 1832, to which my friend from Nevada 
- has alluded, made two years before the passage of this bill, his first 
: ’ report. He deduces for the committee these four propositions : 


And thereupon the bill passed by 35 to 7, very possibly like that 
which may occur here. In the face of universal human experi noe 
while it was agreed that any substantial difference in the commerce; ij 
value of the two metals being carried into the law of the coing = 
would necessarily drive one of them away from the circulation ang 
deprive the people of the benefit of it and expose them to al! the 
evils of a coinge of that character, which were very much more far- 
reaching than most people supposed, in the hope, such as is expressed 
now, that if you only legislate, things will right themselves, eyey jf 
you do legislate out of proportion, Congress passed the bill. It went 
into operation, and long before 1849, when the gold dollar was coined 
and of course long before 1553 when the diminished silver coins were 
provided for, exactly the effect followed that had been pointed out jy 
the discussion of the bill as a result of departure from what 4)| 
parties then agreed was a fundamental principle in the coinage, tiyat 
is the absolute unit of values between the two metals according to 
the rulesof commerce. They did it, and precisely the result promised 
took place. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I should like to ask the Senator from Ver- 
mont if both metals at the time Congress made the change were not 
a legal tender, whereas we now propose that we shall make the value 
of the silver in our coinage comport with the value of gold, the sil- 
ver not being a legal tender? 


now existed on the other. All agreed that the true line was between he rath > h 
that proposed by my colleague, (Mr. White.) Pass the bill, and gold would imme- | mates. Why gentlemen should transcend the point which everybody gen on: _ 
diate . assume its just relative value, and whatever small difference might exist | the true line of value between the two metals, he did not know. “No one oun. 

5 would be immediately controlled by law and custom. on the true ye» tla 16 to 1, but all believed that it was between 15 and i¢ mses 
a ; : ° r. Ewing added that the gold had been debased by this bi : a 
iy Phat is the hope of my friend from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] that he “i * . * ay wom ee regretted 
ia pe stated yesterday. Pass the restoration bill, 16 to 1, and, although Mr. Benton said that the debasement was too trifling to be an object of exoe 
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' 4 . 
aa world is nearly 10 per cent.—am I right about that? oa wt oe ° . ° * 
Pes Mls Mr. ALLISON. I do not say to the contrary in London. Mr Webster replied that if it had been imagined that there would have been 
‘Su : Mr. EDMUNDS. Wel ie at bulli * f tl any evil it would not have been recommended. He referred to the various moa 
Hy : i Mr. EDMUNDS. ell, that is the great bullion market of the | of computing value, and the difficulty of coming to an accurate result. - 
nee world, is it not? I believe that the London market not only settles 
ee} 
Va | 
% ; 
3 
z 
9 


Ct hak Say er 
2 hate Te Pt, VERIO FS cet ee 
<a 


: 1. That gold or silver is the only sound, invariable, and perfect currency that 
: human wisdom has yet devised 


2. That every nation will possess its equitable and useful portion of the gold 
and silver ased as money if they do not repulse it from domestic circulation by 
substituting a different medium of exchange. 

3. That one metal may be selected with a certain assurance of finding in the 
metal chosen such proportion of the entire amount of the money of commerce as 
their exchangeable commodities bear to the total amount of merchandise pro- 


* duced Mr. EDMUNDS. Both the metals were a legal tender, and for all 
nat J 4. If both metals are preferred the like relative proportion of the aggregate | amounts. 
a 1 - amount of metallic currency will be possessed, subject— Mr. JONES, of Nevada. That is all we ask now, and if we do not 
oe : Now, mark this, Mr. President, which our experience has proved— get_a right proportion we can make it so by taking a number of 
; 2 f a : ‘ grains out of the gold dollar, as they did then. 
4 subject to frequent changes from gold to silver, and vice versa, according to the rs 


¢ variations in the relative value of theese metals. Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, yes, my honorable friend says all they ask 


now is to make both legal tender, and if that, as it did before, pro- 
duces ruin, then we can rectify the ruin and pile up the ashes and 
try to make things better. 

Mr. President, that is not the way to legislate, at least for me. It 
does not do for the man who is to make laws to say Oh, make them, 
and when it turns out, as according to human experience it infallibly 
will, that you will have produced ruin and distress in the community 
as far as such operations have any effect at all, then we will start 
again. 

oo JONES, of Nevada. DoI understand the Senator to say that 
the bringing in of gold as the principal medium of exchange in 1534 
produced ruin in this country 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I believe I have not said anything upon that 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Do I understand the Senator to say that 
this would produce ruin as that change did at that time ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; the Senator has misunderstood me. I have 
said that at that time as now, being a time of financial distress, the 
doctors of finance then, as the doctors of finance now, undertook to 
produce a remedy, or at least an alleviation, because no one thing is 
a remedy for every ill. My friend and I both agree to that. I pre- 
sume he does not suppose everybody will be rich in a minute if we 
pass this pending silver bill. I do not suppose everybody will be in 
the grave in a minute if we do. We both understand that. But 
being a measure of alleviation, as was ee. for that distress by 
bringing these two metals so near together that the people would 


Nevertheless, all this being pointed out, both the House and the 
Senate came to the conclusion that it was best to trust it to 16 to 1, 
although just as the Senator from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] and other 
Senators have said now, it may not be the best mathematical equiv- 
alent, yet the difference is so small that it will produce no effect ; 
but as I have said, it being adopted, the difference proved, although 
so small, to be so great that in less than twenty years it drove every 
dollar of silver out of circulation. 

Now I come to what took place in the Senate when exactly what 
would happen was pointed out by some Senators in a very brief de- 
bate, which I will ask your leave to read: 

On motion of Mr, Webster, the Senate proceeded to consider the bill to regalate 
the gold coins of the United States 

Mr. Webster briefly explained the provisions of the bill. He concluded by 
moving to strike out from the bill the lines making provision fur the gold dollar. 


That is worthy of note. Hethought and the Senate and the House 
thought that this difference betweon the actual relation in the mar- 
kets of the world of the two metals was so small that there would 
be no occasion or need for a gold dollar ; that a silver dollar, “the 
dollar of the fathers,” that delightful thing which we are now look- 
ing for so eagerly, would be the real thing to have, and there was no 
need of a gold dollar, and they struck it out; and it only took from 
1834 to 1849, just fifteen years, when leaving out the gold dollar from 
this bill, this gold ratio had driven your silver to death, crushed it 
out of sight, and you had to coin a new dollar for the small circula- 
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have the advantage of both, yet from the circumstance that they 
on. aie : ; were not brought near together, instead of this being an alleviation 
cai. Mr. JONES, of Nevada. A ninety-seven-cent gold dollar. it did not appear to do any good at all, and the same causes that were 
4 a Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish it had been worth a hundred. growing in the accumulation of financial disturbance and distress— 
4 ue S Mr. Webster briefly explained the provisions of the bill. the same causes that in every country and at all times will operate, 
i 4 Mr aie , a . . no matter what your legislation may be ; you may a or = 
: : . —— : i i _ ination in 1337, when 

5 + Das A great name in the valley ef the Ohio, as it is still, although it may aggravate the disease—produced » culmination | ; 


everything broke down. That is what I say. I do not say that the 
gold legislation of 1834 produced the final break-down of 157; I 
say that the medicine for the disease that was then offered and = 
to the patient, like the medicine that is offered now, had no tendency 
either to cure or to alleviate the disease. E 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I should like to ask the Senator from Ver- 
mont one more question. I ask him if every speaker in Congress and 
out of Congress throughout the country almost universally did not at- 
tribute whatever of depression in business and whatever of distress 
prevailed throughout the country at that period to the dispute be- 
tween General Jackson and the United States Bank, the removal, in 
other words, of the public deposits from the United States Bank, in 
1837 I believe it was? I ask if it was not universally attributed to 
that act of General Jackson, and if the friends of the bank did not 
get up petitions from every section of the country so as to bring 
pressure to bear on the President to prevent the consummation of 
that act? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why, Mr. President, the deposits had already 
been removed. Undoubtedly in a large degree what the Seuater says 


seems that descent has rather changed views in respect of financial 
questions— 
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Mr. Ewing said he had made up his mind to vote for the bill in deference to the 
opinions of others, although he was of opinion that the relative value of gold had been 
fixed too high. He adverted to what had been said on the subject of the value 
being placed at 16 to 1, and also to the various value of the foreign silver coins. 
He expressed bis apprebension that the silver would disappear from among us 
and that small notes would takeits place. While the States admitted the circula- 
tion of small notes, they would in three years constitute the sole circulation. 









Still, he would vote for the bill out of deference taghe opinions of 


others. Exactly what Mr. Ewing prophesied or expected, founded 
upon this difference, took place. 


Mr. Calhoun advocated the bill ina very few remarks. He thought that wher- 
ever silver was protected it would retain its plans, and where it was not protected 
— would take its place. He thought the bill safeand should give it his support. 

r. Sprague— 


A great New England name— 


said he could not vote for this bill. He believed it would throw the evils on the 
other side. We were creating the same disproportion between gold and silver as 
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ivht, is just, as it will happen in this country now, as it has done 
ve. that the stump orators and the newspapers, wherever they 
(of course nobody in this body then or now, but everywhere 
t here,) cry out that this particular thing that they do not 
yroduced the distress, and that this particular thing that 
they have aspecial interest in wishing for will be the true remedy. 

“That is human nature everywhere. I know some people (not in 
this body, of course, but somewhere else) who believe, or think they 
\, eve, or Wish or are willing that other people should think they 
ielieve, that the present financial distress in this country is owing 
to the fact that in 1873 the silver dollar was demonetized, although 
it was then at @ premium, in the interest of the bloated bondholders, 
&c., and that the true redress will be to — in a silver doilar 
which, aside from whatever it will be improved by its being made a 
subject of coinage, is only worth ninety cents, and that that will be 
the remedy ; but it will tarn out just as the performance of 1534 
did, only worse, because the discrepancy is 80 much wider. That is 
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before, 
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state it as proved by human experience. ; 

Then came the mint act of 1637, which I need not specially dwell 
ept to call your attention on this law question proposed by 
my friend from Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] to the somewhat significant 
circumstance that by the coinage acts of 1792 and 1834 the coins were 
stated to be of the value of one dollar, or two dollars, or five dollars, 
or ten, the silver dollar being in the coinage act of 1792 declared to 
be the unit, and all the others were said to be of such a value; that 
is, measured by the silver dollar, of course. Now, when you look at 
the coinage act of 1837, as I have no doubt my honorable friend from 
Ohio on my right (Mr. MATTHEWS] has studied it with great care 
before he offered this resolution, you find that the word “ value” 
is very significantly dropped out. No more “ value” for the demo- 
cratic party of 1837; no more “ value” for the whig party of 1537. 
It was not a party question any more than it is now, perhaps less, 
because they had discovered then, if they had not discovered it 


upon exc 


restricted circulation. 

Therefore, Mr. President, 1 beg Senators who are called upon now 
to pronounce the opinion of the Senate, if the House is willing, that 
this particular thing is a lawful thing to do, to bear in mind that 
forty years ago the laws of the United States ceased, by the coinage 
act of 1837, to impute values, either standard value or any other 
value, to a silver dollar or a gold dollar. They had found out that 
the word “value” related to the operations of men and society and 
commerce, and that the Constitution, as wise and as careful as it was 
to produce a free Government, had not embodied and could not em- 
body in the collective wisdom of the whole United States the capacity 
to add one cubit to the stature of the value of anything except in 
the incidental and merely fractional way that I have described. 

Now, Mr. President, we come down to the act of 1849, the gold-dollar 
act. If you look at the debates on the passage of that act, which I 
shall not spend your time to read, you will find that they were brief 
and small; bat the substance to be gathered from the debate is that 
there was a necessity for the gold dollar; again taking up in that 
particular act the word “ value,” but adding “or unit.” There wasa 


necessity for the gold dollar for the reason that there was no silver 
dollar. 


Mr. ALLISON. 
value? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not mean tosay anything except what I have 
said, quoting the words of the statute, that the gold dollar was to be 
of the value of one dollar or unit. That is what the act declares. 
do not mean to say that the gold dollar was made the exclusive unit 
of value, if that is the question of the Senator. I only mean to read 
to him and to others who seem to have an enthusiasm in favor of the 
white metal just now—I hope not on a “white line” exactly—the 
words of the statutes of the United States. The gold dollar was called 
for and was provided for by law (when they had refused to have it 
in 1534 because it was unnecessary) because it had become indispen- 
sable to the business operations of the community. The silver dollar 
of the fathers, of which there never had been very many, the few 
that they had, had long since disappeared. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ANTHONY) rapped with the gavel. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not mind the noise, Mr. President. I am 


Did the law make the gold dollar alone the unit of 


some of these laws forty 


ears ago, when I believe there were only 
about a dozen members o 


the Honse of Representatives present. He 


that me 
Wished to sto 


they did not care whether the interests of their constituents were 
protected or not. It has no application here, Mr. President, because 
that gentleman was an orator and I am not. 
want of interest there is in what I 
present the 
thinking men would indicate. 
o Next we come, Mr. President, to the act of 1853, and I want to ask 
® attention of my friend from Ohio on my right [Mr. MATTHEWS] 
and those who believe they are going to think as he does, if they do 


LL ee a a TE 


what it will do, and I do not state it as a matter of opinion; I only 


before, that no amount of law-making could give a value to this | 
metal at all except in the incidental way of making it useful for a 


I | 


only reminded of the observation of one of the people who debated | 


said he must attribute the want of interest to one of two things, either 
mbers had predetermined the matter in their own minds and 
p their ears either to clamor or to argument, or that 


I attribute whatever | 
‘ am saying to my incapacity to 
matter in the interesting light that its exact history to 
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dollar there. That act is found in the tenth volume of statutes, 
page 160, and it is worth considerable study, if anybody cares any- 
thing aboutit. When 1853 came the silver dollar had been long since 
gone, the silver half dollar had been gone, and the silver quarter 
dollar had been gone. Everything except the most minor of the coins 
had been swept away from the effect of the act of 1834, that had 
overvalued the gold in relation to silver. That, Mr. President, is 
demonstrated, so far as you can demonstrate any such thing, by the 
debates on the passage of the act of 1853, and the report of Mr. 
Hunter of the Senate thereon, which are here in this book that I 
have on my desk. 1 do not think that I shall weary the Senate by 
reading the debate, because whatever difference of opinion there was 
in respect to what ought to be done there was no difference of opinion 
on the part of any of the gentlemen who participated in the discussion 
as to the consequences that had been visited upon the people by what 
had been done by the act of 1834. 7 

That result was caused by what at first was a trifling difference 
between the legal relation and the real market value of these two 
metals and continued to increase by slow but certain steps until the 
gold coin overvalued had driven away from the people the silver coin 
entirely, great and small. It was not merely the dollar that was 
gone, it was every silver coin except the mere bits of pieces, so that 
the business of the country, so far as the means of having anything 
to exchange commodities with, was entirely at a stand-still ; the cur- 
rency actually atloat consisted of shinplasters of all kinds, tickets for 
soup at eating-houses, tickets for drinks at bar-rooms, and railroad 
corporations and municipal corporations were issuing little billets of 
one sort or another to take the place of the subsidiary coinage so 
necessary and useful to a people. That everybody agreed was the 
case. What then did Congress do? In the tirst place they said that they 
would coin half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, reduced 
in weight from 412} grains to the dollar to 384 grains—2s} grains less 
than before—a debased coinage on the old standard, and confessedly 
debased below the price of bullion. They did it with their eyes wide 
open and with a purpose, as they said, to make this commodity more 
valuable as a coin, considerably more valuable than it was as bullion, 
and they took a large seigniorage, as it is called, for the coining of it, 
so that nobody could sell it for bullion and make anything if he paid 
| for the coinage as he had to do. That was the first proposition. 

Mr. President, will somebody tell me why those wise men in 1853, 
whigs, democrats, statesmen, financiers, did not take some step to 
give us the silver dollar as well? Has anybody ever undertaken to 
say why they did not? I have not heard of anybody giving any 
apology or reason for leaving out of this coinage act the old silver 
dollar. Why, it was obvious upon the very principles upon which 
the act passed that if you continued to coin the old silver dollar of 
4124 grains it would be merely coining bullion and fixing its fineness 
for the foreign market or some other market, because it bad already 
gone from those very causes, as had the halves and quarters. What 
had you to do then? You might, as proposed in 1873, coin a dollar of 
384 grains, but that was unnecessary, because the gold dollar was 
| already provided for which had become, as the debates of 155: show, 
the actual, real standard of value as distinguished from silver. 

I repeat, Mr. President, that all parties, all debaters, all commen- 
tators at that time told yon the fact then existing, not an estimate, 
| not a prophecy, not a guess, but speaking of the actual occurrences 
of society, that the silver dollar had disappeared not only as an exis t- 
ing fact, a piece of coined metal, but that the silver currency had 
disappeared and had ceased to be a standard of real values in any of 
the practical operations of life. Did they undertake to disturb, as 
people wish oe now, that existing circumstance? Not at all. No- 
body proposed that at any ratio there should be another silver dollar; 
but they said: “We must have a subsidiary small coinage that pays 
a great many more debts in the course of a year than a large coin- 
age, just as the local tratlic of a railway carries a great mang more 
passengers in a year than the through business does.” 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. To put it right back where it was then 
is all that we ask. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ah! yes; but that was exactly what the people 
of 1853 said would be unwise and wicked. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. They did not touch it in 1853. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Exactly ; they did not touch it in 1853, becanse to 
use it in the manner my honorable friend wishes they said would be 
ruinous to the interests of the country. They said: “ We willhave 
this small coinage, and in order to have it just and honest to the peo- 
| ple whom we are called upon to govern and provide coinage for, it 
shall be only an enforced payment of debts to the extent of $5.” 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. The act did not forbid paying any amount 
of it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; they did not forbid paying any amount of it. 
That is perfectly true ; and if my honorable friend wishes to put the 
silver dollar with the halves into the act of 1853 he can have my vote 
todoit. Haveyoursilver dollar of 364 grainsif you wantit. Ifinmuch 
doubt, make it a tender to the extent of $5 just as they did the halves. 
By what sort of logic is it that it can be contended fora minute that 
a whole dollar ought to be any better, or can be any better, if it 
| is the same thing, than two halves of that dollar? Yet this proposi- 
| tion is to declare that the ancient silver dollar of 412} grains, that 
| had been found in 1853 to be wholly impracticable and which there 








Sot already, to what sort of state of law there is left about the silver | was no desire on the part of anybody to revive at that time, must 
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now be brought forward when it stands in a worse relation to what | was no immorality about it, because nobody was compelled to ta 

in IND3, as it is now, was the real standard of value, than the halves | his bullion to the mint and get it coined and pay gold for j W ve 

did then, and shall now be made a tender for all amonnts. the statute of 1453 said gold shall be the standard and any Seas - 1 
Ah, Mr. President, as my friend from Ohio on my left [Mr. Tuur- who 





wishes this subsidiary coinage must pay for it in gold, tiy 


MAN] says, “ that won’t do,” as a matter of logic; and J] cannot see | now proposes to say that your transactions and mine, Mr. eer 

TT that it will do asa matter of morals. They reduced as I have said | the transactions of the United States with the public credito; a _ 
Pa tu the weight 28.5 grains. They limited the legal tender to $5. What | rich or poor, shall be, by compulsion, measured by exact], oe Br 
ene did they provide next? They provided that in the minting of it “the | site standard. If this act of 1853 had read as the Senator wis), 7 : 
. at f Director of the Mint shall charge himself with the gain arising from | law now to read, it would have said that “ every citizen of the Uy, i 
B ; ; the coinage of such bullion into coins of a nominal value exceeding | States who has any gold coins is hereby commanded to briyo - ‘ 

{ i ; the intrinsic value thereof, and shall be credited with the difference,” | to the mint and change them to silver.” Then he would haye 9 ys. 
ae &c. Why did they not say “exceeding the intrinsic value thereof in | allel case. Yet I do not believe the Senator at that time would i Ss 

ae silver,” the very coin that they were coining ? I should like somebody ‘Cd have 





gone for that sort of thing, whatever he may do now. | tris; 


to answer me that question. Anybody who believes otherwise than | friend perceives the difference. ~ 


what I am now illustrating by this observation upon this matter, if 


he will look into the Congressional Globe, will see that where this 
act was reported by the Committee of Ways and Means of the House 


I must take time, Mr. President, after this suggestion of my frie, a 
from Ohio, to read you just an extract out of the report of that ey 
nent Virginian, Senator Hunter, upon this subject, made in 1s5 


intrinsic value, stopping there, but from the intrinsic value in silver 


i er es | Sen eee een ee 
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cs { of Representatives, they reported an amendment that the Director | this very bill to which I am referring: Tr 
; f of the Mint should charge himself with the gain arising not from the To afford— 
if ; : : ; He says— 
" dollars; and the House of Representatives with a wisdom which was Sie ntnniene thik hemtth te mein, patinth of tall anita eno ia i 
r . _ _ i . . . aa et ‘ ee s . : A Standard of value j 
greater—no, that w ould not be respectful—the House of Representa- | ;, proposed to diminish the quantity of silver in the half dollar and coins. — ie 
tives with a wisdom as great as that of the present House of Repre- | denomination by about 6.91 percent. The British government have a lopted a stil 
sentatives said, “No, we will not make the silver dollar a standard | greater seigniorage, and their experience seems to have proved the efliciency of {hig 
of the settlement of these accounts.” They rejected the amendment meer nme pe page peony ew apy ven Yoon “Dy panama for the smaller trays. 
ee reported by the committee, as appears by the record, which provided : eno : — 
Lk for inserting in this very act of 1853 the silver dollar as the standard Mark that, I ask my friend from Ohio and all other silver men— 
: = . . . . 
' : and measure of values of this coin in the settlement of accounts; | But if not made a legal tender—and it is not made so in Great Britain, except for 
: : and yet my honorable friends say that this dropping of the silver a ss -_ only Se Se a yarpeece. a —e it a legal tender at 
; a piesa nes a P : linn aaa atid ‘ such rates, es beyonce 8 bullion value, would debase the standard and expe! 
He { business as a standard of values to re gulate men’s transactions has the gold. ‘To secure the use of a silver coin in place of email notes for th 7 pel 
43 : been the work either of a sudden corrupt combination or fraud or of | transactions of commerce it is proposed to make this coin a le al tender for sums 
4 a misunderstood or not understood accident in legislation. Then they | not exceeding 85, and to receive it in payment of public dues. This, however, does 
ae. 4 did another thing, Mr. President, which is rather a commentary upon a oe _ aa =o ptm aeree a ey unless we were to ad 
+ i this silver notion. Just listen to section 4: FOE TD SAE CHES SP CRS EE OS SERED SA See aeeyes. 
mH ub 4 wet niah eebnnen : That, Mr. President, was an eminent Virginian, the chairman of the 
reas That is, the halves, the quarters, the dimes, and the half dimes re- | Committee on Finance of this body at that time, I believe. He goes 
re ies ' duced to the measure of 354 grains to the dollar, instead of 412}, the | 0? % Say as proof of this result to which he is coming: 
ce aa, t dollar of the fathers— As a proof of this, the demand for silver for exportation has not operated as yet 
be & ei a . a alii celta upon these smaller coins—that is to say, the dime and half dime, (the quarter, joo 
SE a : Phat such coins shall be paid out att - Mint in are 5 : has been partially exempted)—while it has swept the silver dollar and half dollar 
Lee For what? Silver coinage? Silver bullion? Not a bit of it— from the country. 
i :19 7 : . . . 
5 : § for gold coin at par. That is histestimony. I should be glad toread, but I shall not take 
% ; What was your standard of value then on the face of the statutes | up your time todo it, although I do not know but that I ought, the de- 
of the United States? 


Mr. JONES, of Nevada. The cheapest metal. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No matter whether it was the cheapest metal or 
the richest metal, the question now is what was the standard that 
the statute fixed as the measure of values by the very act; and that 
the statute answers for itself in explicit terms, that this standard 
value was to be gold coin, and that the people who took a hundred 
half dollars must pay in fifty dollars in gold to the Mint of the United 
States. That was the standard. Then they provided that these 
coins thus paid out might be received for public dues to the extent 
that they now are, and upon which my friend from Missouri [Mr. 
COCKRELL] commented in his speech a day or two ago. 

That was your act of 1553, which shows two things: first, by the 
progress of it, that the House of Representatives, the very point be- 
ii g made in the report of the committee, deliberately rejected the 
silver standard as the measure of the settlements under it, when it was 
proposed specifically for that purpose, deliberately declared that the 
measure and standard of operations under that act should be the 
gold coins of the United States at par, and the men who passed it 
told you, Mr. President, I repeat, upon all sides—no dispute about 
it—that gold was then as it had been for years before, the only real, 
true, actual, operative standard of values in the United States. 

That was the state of that act, and yet Senators say, “ Why, the 
law stillauthorizes us to go back again and upset what history and leg- 
islation have declared, and we may still with honor and in conformity 
to the statutes, althongh thirty years and more have passed since 
upon the face of the statutes themselves we have male the other 
thing the real, and in substance and effect the legal standard alone, 
because silver happens to be a cheap thing just now” 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Will the Senator from Vermont allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With great pleasure, sir. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. In 1853, the time of the passage of that statute, 
which was relatively cheaper, the gold coins or the silver coins, in 
dollars ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
tively.” 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Then I will put the question in this form: 
When the United States declared in that statute, as the gentleman 
reads, that the subsidiary silver coins were to be issued in exchange 
for gold, did they not make more money by taking gold in payment 
than they would by taking silver dcles in payment at the same 
rate? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Undoubtedly, Mr. President, they did. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Then the immorality of that legislation con- 
sisted in paying in the cheaper of the two. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 beg the Senator’s pardon; it did not. There 





I do not know what the Senator means by “ rela- 


bates in the two Houses of Congress upon the passage of this act of 1-53, 
the total effect of which is, without any quslidention that I ean find, 
without a hint on the part of any man of any party or any notion, that 
silver was still the real, substantial business or legal standard, (as a 
fact of values the truth was exactly the reverse ;) that it was not for 
the interest of the United States to undertake to make it so any 
longer, and that unless you kept a constant equivalent of market 
value you were only injuring the community in its business opera- 
tions and debasing your currency and driving one or the other metal 
out of use. That was the basis on which the silver bill of 1°53 was 
passed, This passed, as I say, so far as 1 can observe, without quali- 
fication, without dissent from any side, by a unanimous concurrence 
of opinions upon that basis; not that there were not some meu like 
the eae President of the United States, Andrew Jobnson, then a 
member of Congress, who contended that this debasing of the sub- 
sidiary coin would be injurious to the country and injurious to the 
workingmen, the laboring classes, for whom so much has been said 
now. There was a great deal of force in what he said, as there is at 
this very moment, where the workingman is compelled to take two 
half dollars for his day’s work, which are only worth at the present 
price of silver about eighty-four or eighty-five cents. That is exa tly 
the proposition which is now proposed to be applied, by this resolu- 
tion aol by the bill that is to follow it, to the silver dollar itself. It 
does not make any difference whether it is in two pieces or in one; 
the only difference between these half dollars and the silver dollar will 
be that the silver dollar contains a certain amount more of silver ia 
it and is worth so much the more, but still it is so far away from 
what its market value is in relation to gold that to that extent you 
still, inevitably, upon every operation of labor and of business every- 
where, impose this unjust burden and this unjust tax; and if the 
very men who now urge it, patriotic as they are, as I know, stay 10 
this body for ten years, they will be the first to hasten to reverse avd 
repeal it. 

Sons Mr. President, I come down to acts that more directly relate 
to the precise question involved ig this resolution. I have referred 
to this history of the silver dollar and of the coinage in order t 
show you that when the late civil war began and when the tre- 
mendous inflation from what were in effect forced loans of the pape! 
currency took place, the silver and the silver currency, except a4 
subsidiary one, had long since passed out of existence, and that the 
statutes that had been passed recognized upon their face and by their 
terms the existenceof that fact and arranged legislation accordingly. 
If I am competent to understand the effect of human language the 
succession of these acts that I have read, culminating in the act of 
1853, demonstrated the proposition. ; ; 

Now we come to the act of March 18, 1869, which is the first one 
mentioned in the resolution of my friend from Ohio. 





I may say in passing, as I turn to this act, that during the making 
c. 6 ‘war loans and before the legal-tender notes were issned and 
ee wpon the people—I do not condemn it; what may be done in 
on al hire distress it is not very wise afterward to turn around 
a a “you might have done something better”—but before the 
a e jder notes were forced upon the people, in order to carry on 
+, war large sums, millions upon millions, had been authorized to 
ie borrowed and were borrowed. When you turn to the debates 
spon the passage of those borrowing acts you will find that the 
‘ rman of the Committee of Ways and Means in the House, Mr. 
Thaddeus Stevens, in urging the House to pass the bills and in 
\olding out the prospect of repayment to those who should advance 
theit ea rings to support the Government, repeatedly, over and over 
‘vain, in deseribing in what sort of money the people who advanced 
their earnings—for all who did it were not capitalists, at least not in 
my country, and they were not in the country of the silver men; 
every man, and woman, and child, who had a dollar of any kind, 
from the bundred thousand of the banker to the mite of the widow 
wt it in—he told the country in those debates that these loans (lam 
a speaking of those before the legal-tender acts) were payable in 
wold. There was nothing new about it. That wise man and that 
wise Congress were supposed to know something of the history of 
this country and the history of its legislation, and that asa fact for | 
wore than fifty years, and by the distinct recognition of law for ten 
vears, if not more, gold had been the substantial, real, legal standard 
) é lune Ss. 
"Soin these debates, in urging upon Congress the passage of these 
Joan bills, he deseribes them as guaranteeing to be returned to the 
widow or the banker, no matter who, (for justice makes no distinc- 
tion between persons,) the payment in gold for what they should ad- 
vance to the Government. But that is merely in passing, as illus- 
trating how universal in every Congress and at all times down to | 
that period had become established the fact recognized in your laws 
that the gold coin was the standard of values and the practical legal 
tender alone of payment. 

Now I come to the act of 1869, which is the first act recited in the 
preamble of the resolution of the Senator from Ohio, Let us see 
what construetion it justly bears : 


An act to strengthen the public credit. 
. o *. 





‘ 


* . 

That in order to remove any doubt as to the purpose of the Government to dis- 
charge all just obligations to the public creditors, and to settle conflicting — 
tions and interpretations of the laws by virtue of which such obligations have 
been contra ted itis hereby provided and declared that the faith of the United 
States is solemnly pledged to the payment, in coin or its equivalent, of all the obli- 
gations of the United States not bearing interest, known as United States notes, 
and of all the interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases 
where the law authorizing the issue of any such obligation bas expressly provided 
that the same may be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver 
But none of said interest-bearing obligations not already dne shall be redeemed | 
or paid before maturity unless at such time United States notes shall be converti- 
ble into coin at the option of the holder, or unless at such time bonds of the United 
States bearing a lower rate of interest than the bonds to be redeemed can be sold 
at parin coin. And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith to make 
provision at the earliest practicable period for the redemption of the United States 
notes 1D Ccoln. 


That is the act. My honorable friend from Ohio [Mr. MaTtrHEws] 
says that that clearly implies an option of gold or silver, first, because 
it says “ coin,” which includes gold and silver, and, second, because 
the word “silver” is used ina later place. I believe I state it fairly | 
according to his description. Let us see whether you can draw that 
conclusion. “ Payable in coin.” “ Coin” imports not only gold and | 
silver dollars of 412} grains, but “coin” imports half dollars and 
half dollars of 284 grains to the dollar; “ coin” imports quarters and 
dimes, ten-cent pieces, three-cent pieces, which I believe exist ; 
“coin” imports the copper cent of the fathers and the nickel, as my 
colleague suggests. All that is “coin.” Now, says my friend, let us 
stick to the letter of this law. The law says we can pay in coin. 
Let us pay in coin composed of silver dollars of 412} grains. Why 
so? If we are going to stand to the letter of this act, why do we 
not say, man fashion, that we now give notice that we have the 
option of paying in copper, which has been coin of the United States 
and standard coin as long as the silver dollar has. 
Mr. MATTHEWS. As the Senator puts his statement in the form 
of an interrogation, perhaps he would like an answer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, certainly. 
Mr. MATTHEWS, Then the answer is plainly this, that nothing 
but gold and silver by law were legal tender for an amount beyond $5. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ah, yes, but, Mr. President, this is not a legal- 
tender act. There never was a legal-tender act in the world, except 
the legal-tender act for the United States notes, that said anything 
about the Government of the United States. The United States does 
not make legal-tender acts for itself; it makes them for its citizens, 
except in the one instance in the history of this country, that I trust 
will never be repeated, when it made its forced loanof United States 
hotes and said they should be a legal tender for all debts, public and 
private. My honorable friend cannot find in the history of the leg- 
islation of this country or any other, in my opinion—he is much 
more learned than I am—any statute, or enactment, or edict, or ordi- | 
‘ae which provides a legal tender to govern the honor and good 
ane the Government that makes the law, with the exception | 

ut i have named about this forced loan. That does not help him | 
out. This is not a legal-tender act; this is a public-faith act, and 
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my friend recites it as evidence that coin means silver dollars of 4124 
grains, and nothing else. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Will the gentleman allow me to put a question 
again in this connection ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Do I understand the Senator from Vermont to 
say that the true rendering of that statute is that the Government 
of the United States pledges its faith hereby to pay its entire public 
debt, principal and interest, in gold coin? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have not said that yet. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Do you say it? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am not going to tell you now. 
little while you will know. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. If you do say it, then answer me this: Why 
not say so in terms and put the word “gold” in? That is what I 
should like to have an answer to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should be perhaps discourteous to my friend 
from Ohio, or rather to that State (and I do not want to get into any 
quarrel with States after what we have seen here lately) if I said 
the probable reason was that some Senator or Member from Ohio 
drew the act. I suppose that the bill came from the Committee on 
Finance of the Senate, of which my friend’s predecessor was the 
chairman ; and while I pay the highest tribute to his capacity asa 
man of affairs and of finance, his skill in the mere technicality of un- 
dertaking to draw a statute, like a plea in abatement, to guard 
against some misinterpretation that some successor of his would put 
upon it, was perhaps not as great as that of my friend would have 
been if he had been here himself. That is what is thedifficulty about 
it. This statute was founded, as all statutes, when the Government 
is concerned, may safely be founded, in general language, upon a 
well understood history of public events and a well understood state 
of the law. 


Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Mr. President 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will pardon mea minute. It was not 
thought necessary, I take it, by the Committee on Finance to build 
up this statute in the same way that in a court of justice in the State 
of Ohio or Vermont my friend or I would a plea to the jurisdiction 
or in abatement, that should be certain to a certain intent in every 
particular and should exclude every possible conclusion that the hu- 
man ingenuity of philosophers and dialecticians could impose upon 
it. Now, then, I am ready to hear my friend from Nevada. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I should like to ask the Senator, if, as he 
supposes, some Ohio gentleman drew this act, what his own reasons 
were at the time in various speeches—and very eloquent speeches 
too—in stating that the public debt was payable in gold and silver 
coin, the ultimates of value? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not make any speech on that bill at all, but 
if [had made onueI have no doubt it would have been altogether 
eloquent, as anybody must see from the one I am making now. 
{Laughter.] In the year 1867 I did try to convince the Senate of the 
United States that the public debt of the United States was payable 
in coin, and although I have not read it for a great while—I am not 
so much interested in my own speeches as I am in other people’s—I 
have no doubt that in it I used the words “ gold and silver” over and 
over again. It would be perfectly natural that I shonld; and if I 
were to redraw this act, with my present opinions as to what the state 
of the law is, I should use the term “ gold and silver” exactly as it is 
used here, because in respect to a large part of the public debt, some 
part of it at any rate, silver is a proper payment. No man can deny 
it, and I never heard of anybody that wanted to deny it. Every in- 
terest coupon for less than $5 by a fair interpretation of all the stat- 
utes may undoubtedly justly be paidin silver. Every $1 bill that is 
presented of the United States legal-tender notes may, by a fair in- 
terpretation of all the statutes together, be paid in silver very likely. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Why? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why? Because taking all the statutes together 
as they ought to be taken upon public questions or private questions 
either, the public creditor has had fair notice and understanding that 
the coin in universal use as a fact, as an existing element in the oper- 
ations of society for small debts, isthe silver coin as well as the gold, 
and for the large debts it is not. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. As I understand the Senator, becanse the 
law permits it to be paid in silver where the amount is less than $5. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not say that. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. As I understood it was because the law 
permitted it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then the Senator did not understand what I 
said. It may be that what the Senator says is true, but I have not 
said that myself. 

Mr. BLALNE. 
question ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAINE. I understand the Senator to say that for all sums 
of interest on the public debt of $5 and under it is perfectly right 
and proper that the Government shall pay in silvercoin. Is that the 
statement ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, go on till you finish. 

Mr. BLAINE. A very large portion of the public debt—how large 
I will not pretend to say, but a very large portion—is held in one-lun- 
dred-dollar pieces of scrip whereof the interest is payable in two-and-a- 
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half-dollar coupons semi-annually. Do I understand the Senator 
from Vermont to say that that interest dueto people who havesmall 
savings that they have invested in the faith and honor of the Gov- 
ernment is payable in coin of the half-dollar species, of the 844; 
per cent. species which he has denounced here to-day, and that the 
man who is fortunate enough to have a bond of a thousand or ten 
thousand dollars can have gold for his interest? That is my ques- 
tion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think I understand the question, Mr. President. 
I do not know but that I could have understood it if it had not been 
more than half as long. 

Mr. BLAINE. I went on at your request. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. At my request! 

Mr. BLAINE. I had got through my question when I was re- 
quested to go on. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I will ask my friend to go on again if he 
is going on at my request. [Laugbter.] 

Mr. President, I should answer my friend’s question in the affirma- 
tive if the construction the Senator from Ohio puts on the laws is the 
correct one. 

Mr. BLAINE. But you have stated it absolutely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not at all. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. What is it on your construction ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If I can only have a chance among all of you, I 
will state what itis. A patient in the hands of so many doctors is a 
littledangerous. [Laughter.] Now] will tell my friend how it is on 
my construction. I may be entirely wrong, but I think in point of 
strict law if the legal-tender acts, as we call them, apply to the rela- 
tions of the United States and its creditors at all—— 

Mr. BLAINE. The gentleman said before that they did not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BLAINE. He said it was right in contravention of the public 
faith. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend from Maine will only be good enongh 
to wait a minute or two, it will be a great gratification to me, until I 
finish answering his question. [Laughter.] 

Now I will try to begin again, Mr. President. [Laughter.] I say 
that if the legal-tender acts, as they are called, apply to the relations 
between the United States and the public creditor, then I think I 
should be bound to say as a matter of strict law that the United States 
might pay its public creditors, where it owed them less that $5, in 
silver coin or any other thing that by its legal-tender acts is a legal 
tenderfor less than$5. My friend from Maine saysthat I have declared 
they do not apply. SoI have said, Mr. President, that they do not 
apply in the sense in which we are bound to exercise the public faith 
of the United States to our creditors who have no redress except in 
the honor and the fair-dealing of this Government. I therefore am 
not troubled in respect of what might be as between man and man, 
or between the United States and its creditors, if the legal-tender 
acts applied to us at all, as to what I should declare the law to be. 
The letter of the law is one thing; it is the letter that killeth ; it is 
the spirit that maketh alive, and that nation will be in a sad case 
indeed that resorts to a strict, literal, technical construction of its 
statutes to settle therelation of its duties as a sovereign power, against 
whom nobody can have redress except by appealing to its conscience, 
and answer it by such construction of statutes. That is my an- 
awer 

Mr. BLAINE. But I understood the Senator from Vermont—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now let my friend from Maine still wait a min- 
ute. That is my answer, and upon that answer we now come again 
to consider what is the honest import, in the sense in which I have 
described it, of this pledge of the public faith. My answer to 
that is that that honest import by this pledge of the public faith is 
that which Mr. Thaddeus Stevens expressed when he was borrowing 
this money, that it was payable in gold; and even if the letter of 
the statute declared, when construed as a court would construe it in 
law between private individuals, that a two-dollar-and-a-half or a 
five-dollar coupon holder may be paid in silver, I say it would be 
equally a violation of the honor and the good faith of this nation to 
attempt to do it unless the silver should be of equal value, and there- 
fore practically the same as gold. Now I will hear my friend from 
Maine. 

Mr. BLAINE. The gentleman, if I understand him, has either by 
a slip of the tongue or by a reconsideration of his ground changed 
his ground. I understand the Senator now to say that the two-dol- 
lar-and-a-half-coupon holder is just as absolutely entitled to his gold 


as the one-thousand-dollar-coupon holder. If so, I have no question 
to ask him. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
down. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. BLAINE. Yes. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Now, if the Senator from Vermont will allow 
one further interruption, I ask him whether or not in debate in 
1567 he did not use this language in reference to this identical ques- 


tion, that the whole debate on the original bill of 1863 did not—and 
now I quote— 





Very well, Mr. President, then my friend can sit 


Most plainly show that it was the expectation of all persons, and was treated as 
a matter of course, that the public debt of the United States would be paid in that 
commodity which is recognized by the universal consent of mankind as money, 
namely, gold and silver. 


| moment whether silver or gold or both were payable for thy. 


| 


JANUARY 95, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not know whether I nsed that } 
not; I will take it that I did. 


Ps aupuage ‘ 
The question then was of no Poss ; 


ble 


bonds 
, 


because silver and gold were substantially of equal values a; ; 
then existing relation except as to the subsidiary coins whic; Ih . 
described, and which do not enter into this element upon any a 
ciple of good faith, as my friend himself confesses by contininy j, 
the 412}-grains dollar. Whatever language I may have use| ea 
respect of the question as to whether this debt was payable in ayy, 
or in coin would not go far, I take it, to convince the Senate th: ;, 
was proved by that language that I thought then, as distinguis), d 
between silver and gold, that one or the other was the true thine 
because that was not the question which was then before the Sey a 
at all, There was then astrong party, headed by people from tho 
valley of the Ohio and the Mississippi, who undertook to maintain 
that the whole of this debt of the United States was payable in the 
very debt itself; that is to say, in greenbacks; and I undertook to 
show that it was not upon principles of honor and public fait) 
and that it was payable in coin by the true interpretation of th¢ 
statutes; and in showing that I have no doubt that I used over anq 
over again, as I believe I once said before, though I do not know, + 
terms “ silver and gold” as representing “ coin.” 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. If we had the right and the creditors 
expected it, how did we lose the option ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is just what we are coming to see. | io 
not say that we had an option then, because option depends, in the 
sense in which I am discussing it, upon the public honor and the 
public faith and not upon the literal interpretation of any statute, 

Mr. BLAINE. Before I accept my friend’s kind invitation or com- 
mand to sit down, if he will permit me I still want to make this mat- 
ter a little more specific before the country, because his words have 
great weight in the construction of a law, and because the constitu- 
ency that I represent hold a great many more hundred-dollar bonds 
than they hold thousand-dollar bonds. I still want it made specilic 
whether the Senator from Vermont believes that there is any more 
law or color of law for paying a two-dollar-and-a-half coupon in sil- 
ver coin than there is for paying a thirty-dollar coupon in silver coin, 
if there is any more colorable pretense of law or shadow of law for 
paying the one in silver than there is the other. I am largely on his 
side, and therefore I want him to keep entirely right, and in the 
things in which I do not agree with him I want to know why | am 
wrong. I want, to make my friend specific, to know whether he gives 
it out to the country that there is any colorable pretense of law for 
paying a two-dollar-and-a-half coupon in silver and a thirty-dollar 
coupon in gold. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President I am not like the Senator from 
Maine,a man of the country,at all. Iam talking to theSenate. Ihave 
nothing to do with the country in the sense of what this act means. 

Mr. BLAINE. The bondholders live in the country. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, the bondholders live in the country, but I 
live in the Senate, and I am endeavoring to convince the Senate and 
not the country that the propositions of law, in the light of public 
faith, contained in the resolution of the Senator from Ohio are not 
well founded. When I have done what I can to the elucidation of 
that subject my end will be accomplished, whether the country is of 
opinion that I think one thing or think another. But if my friend 
from Maine wishes to know what my opinion is as it respects the 
judgment of this body on this resolution, and not for buncombe, then 
I am quite ready to say, as I think I have stated most explicitly, that 
it is possible that by the letter of the statutes, if the statute of legal 
tender applies, which I do not admit and do not affirm as a mere 
matter of law, that construction might be put upon it. I repeat what 
I have said before, that in the present attitude of the history of these 
affairs the honor of the Government is just as much bound to pay the 
one-dollar man in a metal of real value and a metal of the real stand- 
ard of the operations of the country, as it is to pay the thousand- 
dollar man. Is that plain enough ? 

Mr. BLAINE. Yes, that will do. : 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, if I can begin again where I left off, that 
was the act of 1869. We come next to the act of 1870, which is the 
great act upon which this resolution is really founded. Let us look 
at that a moment. This is the next act that the Senator's resolution 
recites : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue, in a sum or 
sums not exceeding in the aggregate 


ue 


000,000, coupon or registered bonds of the 
United States, in such form as he may prescribe, and of denominations of 5, or 
some multiple of that sum, redeemable in coin of the present standari| value, at tie 
pleasure of the United States, after ten years from the date of their issue, co. 


Both my friends from Ohio say that at the date of the pe of 
that act the coins of the then present standard value included among 
them the silver dollar of 412} grains. First, let us see what had been 
done with the silver dollar of 4124 grains, whether any then existed. 
I have shown you, what everybody knew before, that, at the date of 
the passage of that act, there was not in a substantial point of \ wd 
any such silver dollar as 412} grains in existence; if was 4 oom 
dollar, but not an actual dollar, if it were possible at all. Then mar 

another thing which the Senator from Ohio [Mr. MatruEws] has i 
his resolution, and he has taken it out of this statute: “of the pres 
ent standard value.” What is “standard value?” Weight is not 
value ; fineness is not value. Value, according to human experience 














g, CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 557 


not go probably upon the literal theory that I have described. But 
let us come now to another part of this act that is of some practical 
consequence. These bonds were to be sold at not less than their par 
for coin. It was an act that was to go into operation as fast as pos- 
sible, and the bonds were to be paid out for cota. What kind of coin? 
Not British coins. Coins of the United States, except by arranye- 
ment; others could be taken by weight perhaps. But what kind of 
coins of the United States was it possible to have this act executed 
in? We all agree that there were no silver dollars of 412} grains. 
There were very few silver half dollars of 3384 grains to the two of 
them, and this act was a business act, an act to be practically carried 
into execution as a business affair. What kind of coin were the law- 
makers expecting the Secretary of the Treasury was to receive for these 
bonds? Something that did not exist and that everybody knew did 
not exist and had not existed for thirty years? Not at all. The 
statute expected that he would receive exactly that sort of thing that 
he did receive, the gold coins of the United States or their representa- 
tive equivalents. 

Now go a little further. We need not stand on that alone as a 
mere matter of law. Look at section 5 of this act of 1870, to which 
I beg the special attention of the Senator from Ohio, the author of 
this resolution. He will agree that every statute must be interpreted 
by all, every part of it. You cannot pick out a line here and a line 
there, but you are to read one section in the light of what another 
section says, so as to get at the honest meaning of the whole act 
together. We all agree to that. Now look at section 3d: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized, at any time within 
two years from the passage of this act, to receive gold coin of the United States 
on deposit for not less tan thirty days in sums of not less than $100, with the 
Treasurer or any assistant treasurer of the United States authorized by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to receive the same, who shall issue therefor certificates of 
deposit, made in such form as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, and 
said certificates of deposit shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding 24 per cent. 

or annum ; and any amount of gold coin so deposited may be withdrawn from 
deposit at any time after thirty days from the date of deposit and after ten days’ 
notice and on the return of said certificates: Provided, That the interest on all 
such deposits shall cease and determine at the pleasure of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. And not less than 25 per cent. of the coin deposited for or represented 
by said certificates of deposits shall be retained in the Treasury for the payment 
of said certificates ; and the excees beyond 25 per cent. may be applied, at the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, to the payment or redemption of such 
outstanding bonds of the United States, heretofore issued and known as the 5.20 
bonds, as he may designate under the provisions of the fourth section of this act, 

What does that provide? It says in this same act, upon which this 
resolution is founded, which in its first section speaks of “ coin” 
merely without description, as a means of carrying out this loan and 
of redeeming the bonds and notes by which this loan is to be made, 
that the Secretary of the Treasury may receive, not silver coin, not 
silver bullion, but “‘the gold coin of the United States,” the only 
metallic currency for such transactions that was in existence, and 
nothing else, and apply that to the payment of the debt for which 
these bonds were to be issued. Can it be said in the light of these 

two sections taken together that, because the old silver dollar of 4124 
grains was at that moment a legal-tender for all debts, therefore, by 
force of this act and the other fact that I have named, the United 
States has an honorable or a legal right to pay its debt in silver if 
that silver is not worth as much as gold? Iam unable to see it. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. The cheaper dollar. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend says “the cheaper dollar.” So be it; 
the question with me is not whether it is cheaper or higher, but what 
is the fair interpretation, to the public creditor and to the honest 
man, of that statute, taking it together, which speaks of “coin” in 
its first section and then in providing for the means of carrying it on 
excludes silver entirely and denominates “gold” as the coin which 
may be taken on deposit and 75 per cent. of it applied to these uses. 
My friend may say as a lawyer would in a court “why did we use 
the term ‘gold coin’ if ‘coin’ before meant gold?” The answer is 
perfectly obvious. The first section is an affirmative administrative 
section of what is to be received for the issue of these bonds, and 
the other provisions of the law in respect to payment would apply. 
When you come to the authority to citizens of the United States to 
deposit coin in the Treasury, if you had not said “gold coin” the 
silver half dollars, the old silver 412} grain dullars, any kind of coin 
would have been depositable under that act as an authoritative 
deposit. Therefore, in order to keep these deposits in the same kind 
of currency that the loan was to be made in and to be paid in, the 
act says to the Secretary, “ you shall not be authorized to receive and 
pay out for these bonds that you are to take up and transfer any- 
thing but the very kind of coin that is contemplated in the transac- 
tion, and you are therefore confined to gold coin to carry on the 
operation.” 

Mr. President, this is not a matter of imagination; it is a matter 
of plain statutory enactment that stands on the face of the very 
statute upon which my honorable friend from Ohio relies to show us 
that we may now pay silver when the very act he speaks of provided 
in the first instance for “‘ coin,” and then in explanation of what was 
meant by it and how it was to be done, excludes the silver coin from 
consideration entirely, and specifically commands the Secretary to 
carry on the deposit and payment operations in gold; and yet we 

; now turn around because silver has come to be worth very much less 

Now let us go to something that is of a little more practical conse- | from causes that it is unnecessary to refer to, no matter what they 
(uence, because even my friend from Nevada would not go upon his | are—-we now turn around and say “we can make a big operation 
theory in the payment of this debt, the literal theory, and I wouid | upon you by turning ‘gold into silver.” I donot think that is right. 


onerally, is supposed to be that which a thing will bring in the 
. irket of the world, or in the market of the place where it is to be 
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af MATTHEWS. That is market value, is it not? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, market value: 
Mr. MATTHEWS. What is “standard value,” if that be market 






a a 
vA. EDMUNDS. That is exactly what I should like to have my 
end tell us. . . : 
7 MM ATTHEWS. If the gentleman desires it, I will explain. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall be very glad to hear the Senator. ° 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I believe I will give my opinion. The word 
« etandard” there has reference to that which was fixed in the law, 
the value according to law; that is, so many grains of gold to consti- 
tute a dollar or 80 many grains of silver to constitute another dollar, 
both of which should be legal equivalents. That is what is meant 
yy “standard.” 

Mr EDMUNDS. If that is what is meant by “standard,” then if 
you turn to the act of 1853, the standard there upon which silver was 
to be issued was the standard of gold; and if that iswhat the Senator 
.ans by it I think I am for it. 

I do not contend, as a final opinion, that, taking this statute all 
together, the words “ standard value” there were intended to mean 
market value, by any means; but I say that those who live by the 
sword may sometimes perish by the sword, and if we are to put off 
upon the public creditor, because it has been suddenly found out that 
silver is very cheap, a debased coin or an overvalued coin, because 
the letter of the law says 80, then if we are to construe the law ac- 
cording to the letter, let us construe it all the way through according 
to the letter, and if you do construe it according to the letter you 
cannot squeeze out of “standard value” the words “ fineness ” and 
“weight.” And if my friend will look into the coinage act of Great 
Britain, on which this was founded, and some of the former coinage 
acts of the United States, he will find in the very acts themselves this 
very distinction made between standard of value and standard of 
weight and fineness. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. If “standard value” does not mean the 
weights, respectively, of the gold or silver coin, and means the mar- 
ket value, then I suggest to the Senator that we had better take 
measures to find out what the market value of gold coin was in 1870, 
and I think it will be proved that we shall have to take about 33 per 
cent. out of the weight of the gold coin in order to make payment 
now of any of our Tenth, because, if it means market value, cer- 
tainly the gold coins have advanced from 20 to 30 per cent., as meas- 
ured in all things, above what they would purchase in 1870. If that 
is what it means, I presume the country would be greatly the gainer 
by having the gold coins measured by the market value instead of 
by what is generally termed the standard value. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. So be it, Mr. President. If we are going to treat 
the public creditor, be he what he may, rich or poor, bond or free, on 
the Shylock principle—— 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. If that is what it means. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If that is what it means, the Senator says, treat 
him on the Shylock principle. That is to say, we are to deal with 
the people who have trusted to us in the use of our own gold exactly 
as my friend and I have both described it, upon the Shylock princi- 
= we are to take the letter of the statute without any regard to 
the spirit. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. The spirit of the statute, I suggest. 

_ Mr. EDMUNDS. The spirit of the statute was not the Shylock 
interpretation, as far as I have understood. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. If it means the market value, if the Sen- 
ator abandons the proposition that “standard value” means a certain 
weight of coin and relies on the market or commercial value, then I 
say to him let us find out what it was and pay in accordance with 
the terms of the contract. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand——- 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. If that is the Shylock principle, I am al- 

ways in favor of the Shylock principle. I am for doing exactly in 
letter and spirit as we agreed to do. 
_ Mr. EDMUNDS. “Letter and spirit” which my friend is for now 
is not Shylock. “Letter” is Shylock and “spirit” is something else. 
1 have not abandoned any proposition at all. I have only held up to 
the Senate for a minute or two the sort of results to which we were 
to come if we were to adopt the theory on which this resolution pro- 
ceeds from beginning to end; and that is that we are to pick out of 
the statutes of the United States one phrase here and another phrase 
there and say “that literally means this thing; now let us doit.” I 
have been endeavoring to convince the Senate that we have no right 
as between ourselves and our creditors to adopt any such theory of 
construction or interpretation, but that we are bound by a sense of 
— honor and public conscience, that the appeal is only to us 
to do what, according to the real truth, the real understanding and 
Justice of the case is, That is what I am trying to maintain, and I 
am ouly holding up to these brave silver Rinaldos the mirror in 
which they may see themselves if they stand on their own princi- 
ples of literal construction. That is all. 
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Mr. President, we come down now to the Mint act of 1873; and I 
shall be presently done. I have nothing to say on the question 
whether that act was passed through a misunderstanding or not; it 
Was passed, and an examination of the debates and of the printed 
bills shows most plainly that everybody who cared to understand it 
or who cared to pay attention to what was going on, both in debate 
aud in the printed bills, printed five or six or seven times and cir- 
culated everywhere among members, could have no question but what 
it was perfectly well anderstood. What did that act provide? It 
provided that the silver coins of the United States from that time 
forth should be so and so. It provided that the gold dollar should be 
the unit and standard of value. I am borrowing the phrase of my 
friend “standard of value” in his sense of it now, but that it should 
be “the unit of value” is the language of the statute. 1t did not say 
“ standard” because “ standard” is an inapplicable term. I do not 
make any point upon it, but merely to illustrate where we ran if we 
go into literal definitions. By that act the gold dollar was declared 
to be the unit of value. 

Now, can anybody say, whether the act authorizing the dollar of 412} 
grains was repealed or not, that from that time forth the gold dollar was 
not the unit of value? The statute in express terms declared that it 
was; but my friend says: “never mind; grant it; here is the act of 1870 
which says that this loan may be paid in money of the present stand- 
ard value, that is, the value of 1870, and the word ‘coin’ includes both 
metals.” Suppose it did, for the sake of the argument—I have endeav- 
ored to show it did not, but sappose it did—cannot the United States 
change its loan laws, its legal-tender laws, which you say apply, 
so a8 to affect any loans that it may make after it has changed 
them? 

The question then is—the act of 1870 saying that the loans then 
to be made might be payable in coin (without saying what kind) of 
the present standard value, and before the loan was made Congress 
providing that a particular kind of coin should be no unit of value 
at all, and after that we borrowing the money—whether the sever- 
est court of justice, Shylock justice, would allow the debtor to put 
the interpretation any more upon his first act, when he had made the 
second one, that he could pay at his optionthen? Ithink not. That 
is ny Opinion, 

But look at it in a broader view, Mr. President. Can it be said, 
when the United States has passed this act of 1870, providing for 
coin in its first section without definition, and in its fifth section to 
carry out the same act, naming gold coin as the only coin in which 
the transaction, so far as that part of it went, was to apply, and pro- 
viding that that very gold com thus received should be received in 
the payment of these old accounts, and then providing afterward 
(supposing there was an option in the first section) that that part of 
that coin which was composed of silver should no longer be the unit 
and standard of value, and then gues to the world and borrows money, 
that it can turn around on the cheapness of values and change back? 
Suppose that by the act of 1573 silver had been made the unit of 
value, although the act of 1870 had provided for gold, and then we 
went to the country and borrowed money on the basis of the silver 
unit of value, could the creditor turn around on us and say “ pay in 
gold still?” We should say, “ By no manner of means; when we bor- 
rowed your money we had changed the public laws of the United 
States, which in respect to public operations must be read together, 
and you know them all, so that you knew that so far as the indefinite 
word ‘coin’ in the former act embraced silver it had ceased to em- 
brace it by the operation of our later act, and you cannot turn around 
on us now and say you will have gold.” I think we should have had 
a unanimous vote in this body if this question had been reversed and 
silver had been made the standard, that the public creditor who had 
loaned his money after the passage of the act of 1873 had no right to 
demand gold of us at all. And yet, because the boot happens to be 
on the other leg, as the saying is, because silver happens to be down, 
we do just what we should condemn the creditor for doing, and 
would not listen to for a moment, by taking the attitude that he would 
have occupied if the case had been reversed. Mr. President, I do not 
think that is the law. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair.) The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, [ Mr. 
EDMUNDS. ] 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I call for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BUTLER, (when his name was called.) On this question I am 
paired with my colleague, [Mr. PatTerRson,] who, if present, would 
voie “nay” and I should vote “ yea.” 

Mr. COCKRELL, (when his name was called.) The Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. WHYTE] being detained at home by sickness tele- 
graphed me to pair with him to-day. Were he here,he would vote 
“yea” and I should vote, with great pleasure, “nay.” 

Mr. HARRIS, (when his name was called.) Upon this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar.] Ifhe 
were present, he would vote “ yea” and I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. PADDOCK, (when his name was called.) Without expressing 
any opinion in respect to the law involved in this amendment, but 
because | believe this legislation to be entirely premature, inoppor- 
tune, unnecessary, and if carried through of no binding force or 
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effect, productive of no result except additional disquietude 
of confidence, I shall vote “ nay.” 


The roll-call having been concluded, the result was 


and want 


t announced 
yeas 18, nays 44; as follows: ans 
YEAS—18. 
Anthony, Conkling, Kernan, Rollins 
Barnum, Dawes, McPherson, Sargent 
Bayard, Eaton, Mitchell, Wadleigh 
Burnside, Edmunds, Morrill, F 
Christlancy, Haulin, Randolph, 
NAYS—44. 
Allison, Davis of Illinois, Johnston. Oglesby, 
Armstrong, Davis of W. Va, Jones of Florida, Paddock 
Bailey, Dennis, Jones of Nevada, Plumb.’ 
Beck Dorsey, Kirkwood, Saunders, 
Booth, Eustis, McCreery, Spencer, 
3ruce, Ferry, McDonald, Teller, 
Cameron of Pa., Gordon, Me Millan, Thurman 
Cameron of Wis., Grover, Matthews, Voorhees, 
Chaffee, Hereford, Maxey, Wallace 
Coke, Hill, Merrimon, Jindom, 
Conover, Howe, Morgan, Withers. 
ABSEN T—14. 

Blaine, Harris, Lamar, Sharon, 
Butler, Hoar, Patterson, Whyte 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Ransom, 

Garland, Kellogg, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The next question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Vermont, (Mr. MORRILL, )} which wi] 
be reported. 

The Curr CLERK. It is proposed to amend the resolution by strik. 
ing out the words “are payable” in the third line and inserting 
lieu thereof the words: 

Will be payable if the silver bill shall become the law of the land 


Mr.MORRILL. Mr. President, I have proposed to amend the pream- 
ble and the resolution for what I conceive to be sufficient reasons. |) 
the first place it seems to me that it would be obviously proper if we 
are to give the opinion of the Senate of the United States upon what 
the existing laws are by a recitation of the specific clauses, that we 
should include the whole that bear particular relation to this subject, 
and I think that it is unfair to cull out and extract here and there 
from the statutes in order to convey an opinion that would not be 
warranted provided the whole statutes were recited that bear upon 
the subject. 

We tind not only that there are various acts entirely omitted, but 
that there are particular parts of sections included in this recital while 
other parts of equal importance, as those who agree with me suppose, 
are entirely excluded. Mr. President, is that fair? It would be as 
grossly unjust as it would be for a judge to decide after hearing only 
the evidence and argument on one side of the case. 

In relation to the resolution, it asserts that the bonds of the Gov- 
ernment are now payable in silver. I think that that has not been 
true since the legislation of 1873. They are not payable, according to 
the laws of the country now existing, iv silver. We have uo law 
authorizing the coinage of silver or authorizing its tender in dollars 
of 412} grains. Therefore it is illogical and it is not true to declare 
that the bonds of the country are payable in silver, and they will not 
be so payable until the silver bill shall have passed and become the 
law of the land; and, therefore, I propose to amend by provisions 
that meet the case. The Senator from Colorado [Mr. CHAFFEE] rec- 
ognizes that fact in his amendment, and instead of saying in his 
amendment that the bonds are so payable now, he proposes to show 
that it will not be a violation of public faith for the United States to 
pass a law making them so payable; or rather he uses these words: 

And to restore to its coinage sach silver coin as a legal tender coequal with gold 
coin is not in violation of the public faith nor in derogation of the rights of the 
public creditor. 

That is a proper mode of reaching that conclusion. 
violate existing statutes ; it does not violate truth. 

But, Mr. President, I did not propose to say anything at length on 
this subject, reserving myself to consider the subject when the silver 
bill shall be before us; and there is but one other point that I desire 
to call the attention of the Senate to at this present moment. 

1t has frequently been observed during the course of this debate, 
that these bonds were purchased and paid for in greenbacks wheu 
they were at a heavy Ebocane as compared with gold. Unquestion- 
ably that is true. There is hardly any government on the face of 
the earth which has not sold its bonds.in a time of war at less than 
their face value. Investors take the risk of the war. Many of te 
nations of the world have sold their obligations at a very large 53° 
rifice, and it is true that we were in such straits that we were co 
pelled to do the same thing; but it is not true as a whole that a large 
sacrifice was thus made. Only in the year 1864, in the months of 
Jun», July, and August, was our credit at the lowest ebb, but even 
then the 10.40 bonds were sold at a premium, and usnally after that 
all our bonds for a very large premium throughont. 

But, Mr. President, this resolution, from whatever motive started, 
can have no other effect than to damage the public credit of the 
country. I cannot conceive for what purpose it was introduc ed, and 
especially not when I look at the platform of the State of Ohio 


pb 


It does not 
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‘ed in 1876. I find that the State republican convention held on | substitute for his resolution was on account of the wording of the 
%h of March, 1576, among others adopted these resolutions in | latter part of his resolution, which I dislike: 





jlatform : | And that to restore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment 

rive national credit and honor must be sacredly maintained. of said bonds, gee oe and interest, 1s not in violation of the public faith, noi in 
-'\. recognize gold as a true standard of value and the only steady basis fora derogation of the rights of the public creditor. 

wing medium, and declare that — — ques will’. It rere al I propose to vote for the restoration of the silver dollar to its fullest 

cael Which, Without unpecessary lnjury to business Oo: 6, will ultimately equal- capacity: br : _ , s reac] ‘ . res , 

Hae se wof the coin and paper dollar. apacity ; but I dislike to say in the resolution that the reason why 


; eee . : . : | I vote to restore such silver dollar is for the purpose ef paying the 
| cannot conceive how it is possiblethat a republican Senator from | |, terest on the public debt and the debt itself in such silver dollars. 
1¢ 


the State of Ohio, in the face of that declaration made on the issues | | yote for the restoration of the silver as a measure of public policy, 
then pending in a great presidential election, could come here so | because it will be for the benetit of this country, not for the purpose 
coon after and propose the resolution which we are now considering. especially of paying the bonds of the United States and the interest 
Mr. President, if I were in favor of the silver bill so called, I cou® | 61 the bonds in silver, but because I believe it will be a beneticial 
not vote for this resolution and its preamble, and I am utterly un- measure to the country. My amendment is substantially the same as 
able to see how any Senator who has read these statutes can cast a | the proposition of the Senator from Ohio leaving out those words. 
vote 1 ae I hope that the amendment which I have offered But after the discussion that has been had upon this resolution I am 
will be adopted. aaa a disposed, with the consent of the Senate, to withdraw my amendment 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of the for the reason, as I said before, that this substitute is the same as the 
Senator from V ermont, {Mr. MORRILL. ] resolution of the Senator from Ohio with the exception of the words 
. _ THEWS called for the yeas and nays; and they were | 7 have just read. Therefore, with the consent of the Senate, 1 desire 
ordered. to withdraw my amendment. 
The Chief Clerk proceeded to call the roll. ; The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator has the right to withdraw 
Mr. BUTLER, (when his name was called.) On this questionI am | ¢)4 ymendment. The amendment is withdrawn. The question now 
paired with my colleague, (Mr. I ATTERSON, ] If he were present, he | j. on the original resolution. 
would vote “nay ” and I should vote “ yea. s : Mr. MATTHEWS called for the yeas and nays, and they were or- 
Mr. HARRIS, (when his name was called.) On this question I am dered. > . 
paired with the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Hoar.) Mr. WINDOM. Mr. President, I wish to say but a few words on 
Mr. HILL, (when his name was called.) On this question I am | this resolution. I voted for the amendment offered by the Senator 
paired with the Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. GARLAND. } If he were | from New York [Mr. CONKLING] and I have voted against all other 
present, - would vote “nay” and I should vote “yea” on this | amendments. I now intend to vote against the original resolution, 
amendment. f i ing J at vote Me this ri IY 
Mr. RANSOM, (when his name was called.) On the main question ane oo ENG a POLS: Hoenn oe ee POO 
Iam paired with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LaMar] to-day. ‘ 


l L ld vote this amend i hall I am opposed to these fruitless aun of sentiment. There is 

| ; y 4 D 5 é £ . . . . . ° 

ido net Lnew ew Se vee vo os ee endment, and I shall | yo necessity for them, in my humble opinion, in this body. If the 

BOS VO. previous question prevailed here and it were impossible for Senators 
The roll-eall was concluded. 


acaci : ; to express their opinion except by resolutions, as in some other bodies 

_ Mr. COCKRELL. I am paired with the Senator from Maryland, of which I have Son a aauien.’ could see some purpose in a resolu- 

[Mr. WHYTE. ] Were he here I presume he would vote “yea,” and I | tion of this character. But ina body of this kind, where every Sen- 

ehould vote ™ nay. ator may freely express his opinion whenever he pleases, it does seem 
The result was announced—yeas 14, nays 41} as follows: to me that barren resolutions of this kind are worse than useless. 


YEAS—14. I believe also that much of the discussion which has been had upon 
Anthony, Conkling, Kernan, Randolph, the silver and finance question for the last year or two has been ex- 
Barnum, Dawes, McPherson, Rollins. tremely injurious to the business interests of the country. If Con- 
~ ard, a Msi gress had confined itself to business legislation instead of discussing 
ews _— arr month in and month out, from one year’s end to the next, the subject 
NAYS—41. of finance, I think the business of the country would have been more 
Allison Dennis, MeOrcery, Saunders, prosperous, and certainly so far as my vote goes I shall vote against 
Sere, Dorsey, McDonaid, Spencer, the original resolution and against every amendment to it, except, 
Bailey Eustis, Me Millan, Teller, : . = r 4 ‘ a i Pi ee e : 
Beck Ferry, Matthews Thereem as I said, I voted for the amendment of the Senator from New York, 
Booth Gordon, Maxey, - Voorhees, because that seemed to give it a little vitality. If that amendment 
Cameron of Pa., Grover, Merrimon, Wallace, had been adopted it would have been a declaration of the Govern- 
Cameron of Wis., Hereford, Morgan, Windom, ment; but the Senate deliberately voted that down; at least it 
Coke Johnston, Oylesby, Withers. . : , OP 
Conover Jones of Florida, Paddock would have had some greater weight than it has now. The Senate 
bp ‘ : 


Davisof Illinois, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, deliberately voted down that amendment, and we merely propose 


Davisof W.Va, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, now, as stated by the Senator from Vermont, to express the senti- 

ABSENT—21. ment of the Senate upon these questions, provided the House of Rep- 
Blaine, Edmunds, Ingalls, Sharon, resentatives will pass the resolution. I see no good in it; Lseea 
Bruce, 


Garland, « Kellogg, Wadleigh, great deal of evilin this premature discussion; and therefore I shall 

a pecria, — Whyte. vote not only against the amendments but against the original reso- 
aaEEOS ill, atterson, ‘ tha j ; ee . 4 , ss : . 

Christianey, Hoar, Raneem. lution, and when the bill is presented I shall vote as I think the in- 

Cockrell, Howe, Sargent, terests of the country and an honest declaration of opinion put into 

_ “ac : stlhae . ire. ¥ > ge , s agains 5 res lu- 

So the amendment was rejected. practical effect require. For the present I vote against the resolu 


Ti. VIOR_DPPRe YAY : : tion. 
nb. acdianehen Ga ee oe ee — Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, there has been from time to time 
reported for the lefermetion oe oe ‘Be a eed which did > some little comment upon the great awkwardness presented by hav- 
effect the amendunant offered iad or part which did not | ing this subject prematurely before us, involving as this resolution 
The CHIEF CLERK It is akanod ‘oe a og —— does all the questions that are included in the silver bill proper and 
“is” and insert “if 2” end aver ake went * enaditen * 1 th 5 leet hi 7 a great many more, and thus subjects all Senators to some embarrass- 
toinser$: ’ Creditor, im the Zast ine, | ment from calling upon them to vote prematurely before they give 
7 or have an opportunity to give a full expression of their views, [ 
only want to say one word before I give my vote, which is against 
the resolution, and it is this, that I believe it is not strengthening the 
public credit nor the interest of the public creditor to deny that on 
the letter of the statute these bonds are payable in either coin. I 
could not vote for the declaration of the Senator from Vermont {| Mr. 
EDMUNDS ] because I do not believe that to be the plain letter of the 
law. 1 intend in my humble way to show if I can, when the silver 
bill comes up, that it is not to the interest of the United States to 
> renorte : : take advantage of the letter of the law—that is the ground I put 
a, Si Geeiatine eek all ether the myself on—but thatthe bonds are payable in either coin upon the 
resolving clause of 7 en : ; ai alter the | letter of the law seems to me to be just as plain as the alphabet. I 

g the resolution and insert: 


That all intend, as I repeat, to attempt to show that it is not the interest of 
the eal Tt of the United States issued, or authorized to be issued, under | this country to take advantage of that simple letter. 
said acts of Cons . > 


gress hereinbefore recited, are payable, principal and interest ; : 
ae are ( , a vable, I st, ake : . j ’ > ths an conceive 
at the option of the Government, in coin of gold or silver of the standard value I make another point, and I desire to show that I can conceive of 


a such bonds were issued; and to restore to its coinage such silver coin as a | 20 legislation that would be more unjustifiable, all cireumstances con- 
doe noe coequal with gold coin is not in violation of the public faith, nor in | sidered, than at this time and on any silver bill that is passed, to inake 
\ yoga . ms righte of the public creditor. a special exception of the public creditor. That I would not vote for. 
to the REPRE. Mr. President, I agree with the Senator from Ohio | I am opposed to the silver bill that is pending, in its present shape. 
in the re: ements made in all the recitals of his resolution as well as | I am in favor of a remonetization of silver ou a basis which I shall 
© reso‘ution itself. The reason I offered this amendment as a | myself have the honor to propose; but whatever bill is passed, 1 un- 


Will be detrimental to the economical interests of the Government and people. 

So as to make the resolution read: 

And that to restore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment 
of said bonds, principal and interest, if not in violation of the public faith, nor in 


derogation of the rights of the public creditor, will be detrimental to the econom- 
ical interests of the Government and people. 


The amendment was rejected. 
1 he VICE-PRESIDENT. The next question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. CHAFFEE ;] which will 
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dertake to say as having had a good deal of care in my legislative 
life in the protection of the rights of the public creditor, that the 
public creditor cannot afford to be exempt from the general opera- 
tion of the bill. Speakingsimply for the interest of the public credi- 
tor, [say that he cannot afford to be exempted from the general oper- 
ation of the bill. 

‘These are, in brief, the reasons why I shall vote against this resolu- 
tion, and I hope to have an opportunity to give them more at length 
on the discussion of the bill proper. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I have not occupied the atten- 
tion of the Senate with any assignment of the reasons which con- 
trolled my votes on the amendments to this resolution, and I do not 
now propose to give any reason for the vote which I shall give 
further than this: as I understand the resolution, it is reduced in 
substance tothe naked proposition whether the bonds issued by this 
Government are payable in silver coin as well as gold coin. Believ- 
ing not only from the best interpretation I can give the statutes 
that the bonds are solvable in silver coin of the standard value of 
July 14, 1870, but also believing upon the higher plane of equity and 
justice, that equity and justice which should always mark and dis- 
tinguish the dealings of a government with its creditors, that they 
are thus solvable, I shall be compelled to vote for the resolution of 
the Senator from Ohio. 

I do not say that I would have introduced that resolution. On the 
contrary I think it had better not have been introduced until legis- 
lation that was practical was had. But the question is submitted to 
us, and I as a Senator have to vote on the resolution, and I must vote 
in accordance with the dictates of my judgment, namely, that the 
bonds of this Government are solvable either in gold or silver coin of 
the standard value of July 14, 1970, and for that reason I shall vote 
for that resolution. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I desire simply to state that I cannot 
vote for the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio, because it 
aflirms that to-day the debt of the United States, principal and in- 
terest, is payable in silver coin dollars. There is no silver coin dol- 
lar. It has been destroyed by the act of the Government. How can 
you pay in silver coin to-day when the Government, the debtor, has 
explicitly stricken silver from the coinage? I concede that as a 
naked legal proposition, if the silver dollar to-day were a coin, the 
bonds, according to the letter of the act of 1870, would be payable in 
silver or gold at the option of, the Government. I believe if you 
should restore silver to the coinage, as was properly said by the 
amendment of the junior Senator from Vermont, [Mr. MorRI1,] if 
you should restore the silver dollar to the coinage, then under the 
letter of the contract and the law of the contract possibly, and I be- 
lieve truly, the bonds would be payable in gold or silver at the op- 
tion of the Government. Now, sir, whether silver should be restored 
to the coinage is a separate, independent, and distinct question. In 
my judgment it has no proper relation to the payment of the debt. 
My judgment as to whether it should be restored to the coinage de- 
pends on other and grave economical questions. 

I believe that the proper remonetization of silver would be of great 
aivantage to the country at this time. I believe it would aid in the 
great business of resumption, aid in a return to specie payments. I 
believe it would be a great benetit to the people in their present con- 
dition, Bul believe an improper restoration of the silver dollar to 
the coinage will be a hinderance to resumption, will be the worst con- 
traction of the currency this country has ever known, will inflict in- 
finite evil upon the country, will mock all the pains that seem now 
to be pretended to be remedied, and will absolutely impoverish the 
very poor and hunger the already starving. Therefore the question 
as to the remonetization of silver, whether I will vote to remonetize 
it or not, will depend altogether upon the terms in which that re- 
monetization is proposed. I believe that if you remonetize silver in 
any way that will make the silver dollar equal to the gold dollar, 
you will do a great thing for this country. I believe that if you re- 
monetize the silver dollar in any way that throws it into circulation 
as a depreciated dollar, you inflict an infinite calamity on this coun- 
try. I believe the silver dollar can be made equal to the gold dollar 
in any one of three ways. I believe you can increase the weight 
of the silver dollar and make it equal to the gold dollar. I believe 
you can limit the coinage perhaps, as in France, and make it equal 
to the gold dollar. I believe you can limit the legal-tender power of 
it and still make it equal to the gold dollar without increasing the 
weight. But 1 do not believe in the face of the manifest tendency 
of all great commercial nations of this day, I do not believe in the 
face of the great fact that silver is worth but ninety cents in the dol- 
lar to-day as compared with gold, that you can restore the silver dol- 
lar to equal value with the gold dollar by simply restoring it to the 
coinage with unlimited legal-tender power and unlimited free coin- 
age. 

I believe it will be a mistake, and one of the greatest mistakes 
ever made by the American Congress, to pass such a bill as the silver 
bill that came to us from the aenbe-et Representatives; nor do I 
approve of it even as proposed to be amended by the Senate Com- 
mittee on Finance. The amendments are not sufficient. 

I say, then, make the silver dollar in either form that I have sug- 
gested or in any other form, equal to the gold dollar, and I amready to 
supportit. I believe it will be beneficial to the Government; I believe 
it will be benelicial to the people; I believe it will aid in bringing 
about resumption. Ask me about a silver dollar, a depreciated dol- 


lar, ask me to throw again on this country a depreciated dollar th; t 
keeps everything uncertain! I cannot do it. I do not believe ann 
ever was a depreciated dollar that did not cheat some person Ores 
time it circulated, more or less. I believe as a rule, an almost yy; 
versal rule, depreciated currency always cheats the laborer. the a. 
ducer, and the consumer. I believe the money dealers speculate o; 
every depreciated dollar and every depreciated currency and take 
fortunes by it. P = 

I make these remarks because, as I say, I am in favorof the proper 
remonetization of silver, and not only in favor of it but would be 
glad tosee it done. I amutterly opposed to what I consider improper 
remonetization, and I cannot vote for the resolution before tye Senate 
because as I understand it it requires me to say that to-day these 
bonds are payable in the silver dollar when the silver dollar | 
own law is not a coin. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, in the spirit of the observations 
of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. SAULSBURY, ] that a declaration 
of this kind is not one that he would desire to make although |e 
may believe it to be the law, and in view of the fact that by a yore 
of the Senate already we do not propose to have this assertion have 
any effect except as a matter of opinion which will only encouraye 
speculators one way or the other instead of a decision by the sovyer. 
eign power which binds everybody, I move that this resolution be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
this resolution be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. MATTHEWS called for the yeas and nays; and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. President, I do not wish to make a speech. | 
may do so when the silver bill is before the Senate. _I rise now simply 
to say that I shall vote for the preamble and resolution of the Seu- 
ator from Ohio, because I believe that they recite facts which are 
true, legal propositions which cannot be successfully controverted, 
and suggest a policy which is both honest, wise, and just. I will not, 
however, go into the discussion now. 

Perhaps I may be pardoned by the friends of the silver bill for 
making one suggestion before I take my seat. It is made in the in- 
terest of the measure itself. 

I fear, and seriously fear, that the people are being led to expect 
too much from the remonetization of silver. I would caution its 
friends against making promises or exciting expectations which can- 
not be realized. If the bill becomes a law, it cannot and will not 
bring to the country the relief which is so anxiously songht, and I 
wish to place myself on record with that prediction. I wish to warn 
the country that large expectations built upon this measure are 
doomed to disappointment. 

The evils from which this country suffers are due to a long series 
of enactments and blame-worthy policies, of which this demouetiza- 
tion of silver was but a part. It is, however, one of the wrongs im- 
posed upon the people, and ought to be righted by re-establishing 
silver as money. Besides this act of justice the country will realize 
incidentally something of relief by checking to some extent that per- 
nicious policy of contraction, which I hope to show, not from mere 
theories, not from the dicta of doctrinaires, but from actual facts, from 
statistics, and from the records of history, is the prime evil and agent 
in the destruction of our prosperity. 

It will do another thing, which to my mind is worth something. 
It will give hope to the people, that at last their representatives 11 
Congress have awakened to a realization of their wrongs and have 
determined to call a halt to that system of legislation which has been 
in the interest of classes and not of the masses, and that henceforth 
we shall take a new departure, looking not only to the interest of the 
creditor but to the interest of the entire people. [Applause. } 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair gives notice to the galleries 
that if the applause is repeated they will be promptly cleared. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I believe there is a rule which requires the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and his attendants to arrest any person guilty of this 
sort of misconduct, and I hope the Chair will see that it is enforced. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will hereafter doso, 

Mr. PADDOCK. Mr. President, I desire simply to say, in a sing'e 
word, that when the proper opportunity is presented I shal! vote for 
the most liberal coinage and the fullest practicable use of silver; 
but, so far as this resolution is concerned, I consider it premature; 
it is simply placing the cart before the horse. When we shill lave 
authorized an increased coinage of silver, when we shall have passed 
the silver bill proper, it will be in order to consider the law and out 
duty in the matters treated of in this resolution. At this time I con- 
sider it auseless and fruitless performance. And it is because | think 
so that I shall vote against the resolution. ; 

If the law is as recited in the resolution the declaration thereot 
does not make it any the more so; if it is not the law, a concurrent 
resolution, which has not the force of law, cannot make it the law. 

I shall vote for the indefinite postponement as moved by the Sena 
tor from Vermont. : se 

Mr. EATON. As this is what I should think might be called, jndg- 
ing from the remarks of my friend from Georgia, { Mr. Goapos, } . 
class-meeting, I wish to say, as everybody is expected to give -_ 
reasons, that I shall vote for the motion of my friend from V —_ 
and for these reasons : Because the resolution introduced by my 1! a 
from Ohio is mischievous ; because it does not tend in any way to int he 
ence proper legislation ; because, if there be a contract between the 
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Government of the United States and any citizen of the United States 
wr any citizen of any other country, the courts are open to determine 
os it that contract Was ; and therefore, I say here, if this is a class- 
eeting, that I vote with my friend from Vermont to indefinitely 
post pone a resolution that points powhere, that is mischievous in al! 
MP yICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 
Mr. FERRY. What is the question, Mr. President. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is to postpone the resolution 


definitely. 
7 The Chief Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 


vote “nay” and Ishould vote “yea” on this motion. 

Mr. HARRIS, (when his name was called.) On this questior I am 
paired with the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar,] who, if 
bere, would vote “yea.” I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. HILL, (when his name was called.) I am paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. GARLAND.] If he were 
here, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “yea” on this motion. 
The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. COCKRELL. As before announced, I am paired with the 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WiyTE,] who, if here, I presume, 
would vote “yea” and I should certainly vote “ nay,” 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 43; as follows: 





YEAS—22. 

Anthony Conkling, Lamar, Rollins, 
Barnum, Dawes, McPherson, Sargent, 

Eaton, Mitchell, Wadleigh, 

Fdmnunds, Morrill, Windom. 

Hamlin, Paddock, 
Christianey, Kernan, Randolph, 

NAYS—43. 
Allison Davis of Illinois, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Armstrong, Davis of W. Va., Jonesof Nevada, Ransom, 
Bailey Dennis, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, 
Beck. Dorsey, McCreery, Saunders, 
Booth, Eustis, McDonald, Spencer, 
Bruce, Ferry, MeMillan, Teller, 
Cameron of Pa., Gordon, Matthews, Thurman, 
Cameron of Wis., Grover, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Chaffee, Hereford, Merrimon, Wallace, 
Coke Howe, Morgan, Withers. 
Conover, Jobnston, glesby, 
; ABSENT—11. 

Butler Harris, Ingalls, Sharon, 
Cockrell, Hill, Kellogg, Whyte. 
Garland, Hoar, Patterson, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question recurs, Will the Senate 
agree to the resolution? upon which the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BUTLER, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with my colleague, [Mr. PATTERSON.] If present, he 
would vote “yea” and I should vote “nay.” 

Mr. HARRIS, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] on this question. If he 
were present, he would vote “nay” and I should vote “yea.” 

Mr. HILL, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. GARLAND. ] 

The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. PLUMB. My colleague [Mr. INGALLS] is unavoidably absent, 


being detained by the illness of his wife. Lf he were here, he would 
vote affirmatively. 


from Maryland, [Mr. WHyTE.] Were he here, he would vote “nay” 
and 1 should vote with great pleasure “yea.” 
The result was announced—yeas 43, nays 22; as follows: 


YEAS—43. 
Allison, Bruce, Conover, Eustis, 
Armstrong, Cameronof Pa. Davisof Mlinois, Ferry, 
Bailey, Cameron of Wis., Davisof W. Va., Gordon, 
Beck Chaffee, Dennis, Grover, 
Booth, Coke. Dorsey, Hereford, 


Abstract of coinage of the Ll 


























Mr. BUTLER, (when his name was called.) On this question Iam | 
paired with my colleague, [Mr. PATTERSON.} If present, he would | 


Mr. COCKRELL. On this question I am paired with the Senator | 
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alia ee enn enn enn nn en ee nnn nee at 


Howe, McDonald Oglesby, Teller, 
Johnston } . MeMillan, Plumb Thurman, 
Jones of Florida, Matthews, Ransom, Voorhees, 
Jone sof Nevada, Maxey, Saulsbury, Wallace, 

| Kirkwood, Mertimon, Saunders, Withers. 

| MecCreery, Morgan, Spencer, 

| NAYS—22. 
Anthony, Conkling, Lamar, Rollins, 

| Barnum, Dawes, McPherson, Sargent, 

| Bayard, Faton Mitchell, Wadleich, 

| Blaine, Edmunds, Morrill Windom. 

| Burnside, Hamlin, Paddock, 

| Christiancy, Kernan, Randolph, 

| ABSENT—11. 

| Butler, Harris, Ingalls, Sharon, 

| Cockrell, Hill, Kellogg, W hyte. 

| Garland, Hoar, Patterson 


So the resolution was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The next question is on the amendment 
to the preamble offered by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS, ] which will be reported for the information of the Senate. 

The Carer CLERK. After the word “whatever,” at the end of the 
fourth paragraph of the preamble, it is proposed to insert : 


And whereas it appears from the records of the Mint that the total coinage of 
the silver dollar has been $8,045,838 ; and 
| Whereas the silver dollar of the United States had been long obsolete as any 
substantial part of the money of the country, and that which had been so coined 
almost entirely converted into other forms of metal, and did not exist at the time 
of the making of any of the existing loans of the United States, or those from 
which existing loans have been refunded ; and 

Whereas, by the provisions of the coinage act of 1873, passed on the 12th of 
February of that year, and of the Revised Statutes, enasiel on the Ist day of De- 
cember of that year, all provisions of law authorizing the coinage of such silver 
dollar were repealed ; at 

Whereas, since the passage of said last-mentioned acts gold coin, which by 
reason of the premises ioe been the only existing lawful coin tender and standard 
of value for all payments above the sum of $5, as it bas been the only one in fact 
for many years before, the United States has borrowed in gold coin from the 
people of this and other countries the sum of not less than $52,990,700, at a rate of 
| interest lower than that of any lean ever before made by the Government, and 
payable in coin; and 

Whereas the holders of all Government securities have a right te expect that, 
however much the United States may change its laws so as in fact to affect their 
interests favorably, it will never evade or repeal favorable legislation, either for 
the purpose or with the effect to make money at the expense of its creditors ; and 

Whereas, differing from the transaction of affairs between private persons, the 
_ creditors have no means of enforcing the payment of their loans, it is a 
duty of the highest obligation on the part of the United States to pay its debts in 
such a manner as to meet the just expectations of its creditors and to refrain from 
taking advantage of the cheapness of silver by reviving either obsolete coins or 
obsolete or repealed coinage laws, in order to provide for payments in silver; and 

Whereas the substantial —_ nt value of the silver in a dollar of 4124 grains is 
| only 92 per cent. of the value of a dollar of gold, it would also be unjust for the 
| law-making power. by new legislation, to compel all private creditors to receive 

from their debtors such a silver dollar at par in the payment of pre-existing debts, 

and equally unjust and even more cruel to compel the great number of citizens of 
| the United States who subsist upon the wages of daily labor to receive payment 
for their work in money either depreciated or debased. 





Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to modify my amendment in that part 
which says: 


And whereas, differing from the transaction of affairs between private persons, 
the public creditors have no means of enforcing the payment of their loans— 


By inserting before the word “ means” the word “ effectual ;” se 
that it will read: 


And whereas, differing from the transaction of affairs between private persons, 
the public creditors have no effectual means of enforcing the payment of their 
loans. 


I make this modification, as I suppose I have a right to do, in view 
of the fact that I think the law undoubtedly is that the public cred- 
itor whose debt is due may, as the law now stands, sue in the Court 
of Claims, but if he were to obtain a judgment he could not get a 
dollar of money until it should be the pleasure of the United States 
to pay it. 

And while I am up I wish to verify, so that the Senate will not 
vote against, the parts of this preamble which state statistical facts 
on the ground that they do not know them to be true. On the first 
clause in my amendment which says that it appears from the rec- 
ords of the Mint that the total coinage of the silver dollar has been 
$8, 045, 838, L read to the Senate a table prepared and sent to me by 
the Director of the Mint : 





Tnited States from 1793 to 1877. 


< mir | 
Half } Three 











‘ Trade- Dollars, | Half uarter | Twenty : 
Priced. | dollars. (4123 grains.)| dollars. | aoe. cent pieces. Dimes. dimes. cent pieces. 
careigietee ea nas pee 85 ‘cleat f - 
Sans to tes nq uentiatieninee wioea cece lececceceeecees| 1,430,517 | $393,598 50 $33, 569 50 $30,440 60 | $13,977 15 |. 
= WROD His oon eemmbngiedan tte aninsiinnete-cadh Peres a 1,000 | 41,740,488 09 | = 1,326,337 75 a ‘ 1, 151, 569 40 609, 385 00 | ....... 
ek ctcnaninnets ace nencecme cn gshneee ses | $24, 581, 350 | 6, 605, 321 | 76,735,454 00 | 33, 414,214 25 $270, 858 14, 959, 776 30 | 4,284, 284 75 | $1, 281, 850 20 
ee en Sey | oc) | | 94,581,350 | 8,045, 838 | 118, 869,540 50 | 34,774, 121 50 270,253 | 16,141,786 30 | 4,906,946 90 | 1, 281, 950 20 
Total silver at dati nsmmwahaasmesienes consent ni eta Conk sidhthanasteuidantpshaitibeddataitiads tltch 208, 872, 291 40 
eee ee se snahieae cassia tetrniia ith te aaniadi sabia 983, 159, 695 00 
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| 
And then tosave the time of the Senate on the other statement in | 
my amendment, which is the fourth of the recitals, that “ since the 
passage of said last-mentioned acts gold coin” bad been the legal tender | 
* above the sum of $5,” &c., so that— 


Statement showing the amounts of United States bonds issued under the acta of July 14, 1870, and January 20, 1871, prior to the 12th 
173, and subsequent thereto. 
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JANUARY 25, 


ees 

The United States has borrowed in gold coin from the veople of this ar 
countries the sum of not less than $592,990,700, at a rate aPiciren lowe >a 
of any loan ever before made by the Government, and payable in coj ) 





42D Lhat 
h— 


I submit a statement from the Secretary of the Treasury : 
day of Ve bruary, 











Funded loan, 181 o 


T —~ i 
' 
Acts. Rate of interest. | Redeemable. Amount 
n 
| suty 14, 1670, ana | : , : 
000800 58ns00es6en esses secoes secesoneovescocesessoececoseccepenseees | July 14, 1870, and | 5 per cent........ | After May 1, 181 200, 000, 00 
January 20, 1871. | , $200, 000, 009 





ISSUER SINCE FEBRUARY 12, 1873. oe 





UE mente DOOD... «ase csehinns ebhe wes yes ENE s RR eRONeEENEeLeS tdbdcennnennem \) 1C5 per cent....... After May 1, 1281 7h nd 
July 14, 1870, and! § May 1, $317, 494, 150 

Funded loan 1 I SOSeeones Cosson cece se snesconces coseescconenceceorcces sesees coeseeesersces | Sennery 20, ‘er 4 43 per cent cece After a 1, 191 200. O00 ( : 
PE, Gee ensebs cnvdhis nadensipese c0sane sense nénewunseseesén eos ob00eunsneqneunnes (4 per cent. ...... After July 1, 1907 75, 496. 530 
502 9m | 





LOAN Division, SECRETARY'S OFFICE, UNITED STATES TREASURY, January 7, 1878. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont modifies his | 
amendment. The question is on the amendment as modified. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I call for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have only this to say: I do not wish to detain 
the Senate. I suppose that it is a principle in ethics that we should | 
all agree to, that on a public and important occasion like this, if we 
are going to state the truth we ought to state all the truth, and that 
the selection of one or two facts as they are selected by the Senator 
from Ohio in his preamble and the omission of other facts that have 
a bearing on the subject which are equally true and equally well 
known is a suppression of the trath, Whatever may have been the | 
conclusion of the Senate in respect of what it declares its opinion to 
be, if the House of Representatives is willing it should have an opin- 
ion, the statement of the grounds of it ought to state the whole 
truth in respect of this indisputable history. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. COCKRELL, (when his name was called.) I am paired on 
this question with the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Wnyte.] If 
he were here, he would vote “ yea” and I should vote “nay.” 


Mr. RANDOLPH, (when his name was called.) I am paired on | 


this question and all questions of this character with the Senator | ONE San, Se Seing Vinee oh CRORES day of Sanaa, BOM, at nly 90:8 6 


from Virginia,[Mr.WiruErs.] If he were here, I should vote “yea” 
and the Senator from Virginia would vote “nay.” 
The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced — 
yeas 17, nays 43; as follows: 
YEAS—1!7. 





Anthony, Conkling, Kernan, Sargent, 
Barnum Dawes, McPherson, Wadleigh. 
Bayard Eaton, Mitchell, 

Burnside Edmunda, Morrill, 

Christiancy, Harlin, Rollins, 

NAYS—43. 
Allison Davis of Tlinois, Jones of Florida, Oglesby, 
Armstrong, Davis of W. Va., Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 
Bailey, Dennis, Kirkwood, Ransom, 
Seck Dorsey, Lamar, Saulsbury, 
Booth, Eustis, MecCreery, Saunders, 
truce, Ferry, McDonald, Teller, 
Cameron of Pa., Gordon, Me Millan, Thurman, 
Cameron of Wis., Grover, Matthews, Voorhees, 
Chaffee, Hereford, Maxey, Wallace, 
Coke, Howe, Merrimon, Windom. 
Conover, Johnston, Morgan, 
ABSENT—16. 

Blaine, Harris, Kellogg, Sharon, 
Batler Hill, Paddock, Spencer, 
Cockrell, Hoar, Patterson, Whyte, 
Garland, Ingalls, Randolph, Withers. 


So the amendment to the preamble was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The next question is on the amendment 
to the preamble offered by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. MORRILL; ] 
which will be reported for information. 


The Catrr CLERK. It is proposed to insert previous to the first 
paragraph of the preamble of the resolution the following : 


Whereas by an act to provide for the payment of outstanding Treasury notes: 
&e, approved March 2, 1861, it was provided that “it shall be at the option of 
holders of the Treasury notes hereby authorized by this act to exchange the same 
for the stock ‘herein authorized. at par or bonds, in lieu of which said Treasury 
notes we a lanes, and this option would be more appropriately restored than any 
other; anc 

Whereas it was provided by an act approved February 25, 1862, when duties on 
imported goods were received in gold exclusively, entitled ‘An act to authorize | 
the issue of United States notes, and for the redemption and funding thereof, and | 
for funding the floating debt of the United States,” that “ all duties on imported 
goods shall be > in coin or in notes payable ou demand heretofore authorized to 
be issued and by law receivable in payment of pubhe duties, and the coin so paid 
shall be set apart as a special fund, and shell be — as follows: 


* First, to the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and notes of the United 
States. 





| tender coinage for al he 
| of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, the 


“Second, to the purchase or paymentof 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the T 
States, to be made within each tiscal year after the Ist day of July, I-02. y 
to be set apart as a sinking fund, and the interest of which sball in like manner by 
applied to the purchase or payment of the public debt, as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall from time to time direct ;” and ’ 


hited 





It is proposed to amend also by inserting after the first paragraph 
of the preamble to the resolution the following words: 


By the same act, ‘‘to strengthen the public credit,” it was provided that the 
United States also solemnly pledges its faith to make provision at the earliest prac. 
ticable period for the redemption of the United States notes in coin; and 


It is further proposed to amend the third paragraph of the pream- 
ble by adding at the end thereof the following words: 


By the same act to “ provide for the resumption of specie payments 
coin was the only legal-tender coinage for all sums above $5, it was provided t 
* On and after the Ist day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasur 
shall redeem, in coin, the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding, on 
their pao for redemption at the oflice of the assistant treasurer of the 
United States in the city of New York, in sums of not less than $50 





when gold 
. 


al 





and 


It is proposed further to amend by inserting in the fourth paragraph 
of the preamble, before the word “ Therefore,” as follows: 

Soch silver dollars being on the 14th of July, 1870, valued at more than standard 
So that, if amended, the preamble would read : 


Whereas by an act to provide for the payment of outstanding Treasury notes 
&c., approved March 2, 1861, it was prov ided that “ it shall be at the option 
holders of the Treasury notes hereby authorized by this act to exchange the sam+ 
for the stock herein authorized, at par, or bonds, in lieu of which said Treasury 
notes were issued,” and this option would be more appropriately restored than any 
other; and 

Whereas it was provided by an act approved February 25, 1962, when duties on 
imported goods were received in gold exclusively, entitled ‘An act to author 
the issue of United States notes, and for the redemption and funding thereof, and 
for em the floating debt of the United States,” ‘‘ that all duties on imported 
goods shall be paid in coin, or in notes payable on demand, heretofore authorized 
<0 be issued, and by law receivable in payment of public dues; and the coin so 
paid shall be set apart as a special fund, and shall be applied as follows 

‘First, to the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and notes of the 
United States ; 

“Second, to the purchase or payment of 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the 
United States, to be made within each fiscal year after the Ist day of July, 12, 
which is to be set apart as a sinking fund, and the interest of which sball, in like 
manner, be applied to the purchase or payment of the public debt, as the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall from time to time direct ;" and 

Whereas by the act entitled ‘An act tostrengthen the public credit,” approved 
March 18, 1869, it was provided and declared that the faith of the United States 
was thereby solemn!y pledged to the payment in coin, or its equivalent, of all the 
interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where the law 
authorizing the issue of such obligations had expressly provided that the same 
might be paid in lawful money, or other currency than gold and silver ; and by the 
same act, “to strengthen the public credit,” it was provided that “the United 
States also solemnly pledges its faith to make provision at the earliest practicable 
period for the redemption of the United States notes in coin ;” and 

Whereas all the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued by the act 
entitled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 
14, 1870, by the terms of said act were declared to be redeemable in coin of the 
— present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coi 
an 

Whereas all bonds of the United States authorized to be issned under the act 
entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments, approved 
January 14, 1875, are required to be of the description of ponds of the l nite 
States described in the said act of Congress as July 14, 1870, entitled “An 
act to authorize the refunding of the national debt; and by the same a t, to pre 
vide “ for the resumption of specie payments,” when gold coin was the only iega® 

co above $5, it was provided that “on and after the Ist day 





United States legal-tender notes then outstanding, on their presentation to! a 
demption, at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States in the cily 0 
New York, in sums of not less than $50; and » 

Whereas, at the date of the passage of said act of Congress last aforesaid, to wit 


| the 14th day of July, 1870, the coin of the United States of standard value é ~_ 
| date included silver dollars of the weight of 4124 grains each, declared by the 4 


approved January 18, 1837, entitled “An act supplementary to the act entitled 


Tond trates ’” to bt 
| ‘An act establishing a Mint and vopelatiog the coins of the United States,’” to °° 
| a legal tender of payment, according to t 


eir nominal value, for any sums —_ 
ever; such silver dollars being on the 14th of July, 1870, valued at more than stave 






























































1878. 


Jollars, and being valued on the 14th day of January, 1878, at only 90, 
cents; Therefore. ' 

The amendment was rejected sri * a8 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The remaining question is upon the pre- | 
anble as moved by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. MaTTHEWs ] 
Mt EDMUNDS. Fearingthatsome Senators may have voted against 
. quendment to the preamble tbat I offered as a whole, because, after | 
crating two orthree well-known facts it then proceeded tostate opin- 
aoe | now move to insert after the word “ whatever,” in theexisting 
preamble, the words which will be a test (I might have given several 
others, but this will bea test) as to whether the Senate is willing to 
state any other facts except those which the Senator from Ohio 
chooses that it shall state. The words that I now move are em- 
praced in the third clause of the amendment to the preamble that I 
had the honor to offer before. 


ard gol 


} 
i 
1 
A 


the anu 


of —— of that year, and of the Revised Statutes, enacted on the Ist day of 
December of that year, all provisions of law authorizing the coinage of such sil- 
ver dollar were repealed, 
Instead of saying “enacted on the Ist day of December of that 
year,” although that is the legal efile et, in order to make it literally 
instead of substantially accurate I will say, “ taking effect on the 
ist day of December as of that year.” It was passed afterward to 
take effect on that day. 
Mr. ALLISON. The law took effect on the 1st of April, if the 
Senator wishes to give the date of the act. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator is vastly mistaken. 
Mr, ALLISON. I speak of the law with reference to coinage. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam not speaking about the coinage act of 1573, 
which passed on the 12th of February. 
Mr. ALLISON. And which took effect on the 1st of April. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I only recite what is the date of its passage, but 
when we come to speak of what the Revised Statutes prove as 
stated in this print, that it was enacted on the Ist day of Decem- 
ber of that year, Which literally is incorrect, although substantially it 
is true, because it took effect as of that day, so as to save the con- 
science of any Senator who would vote “nay” because it did not 
state the pen-and-ink truth, instead of the real truth, and in order 
to get the vote of my friend, I will say, after the word “ statutes” 
in the print, “taking effect as of the Ist day of December of that 
year, all provisions authorizing the coinage of such silver dollar 
were repealed ;” and on this amendment | ask for the yeas and 
nays. 
Mr. MATTHEWS. 
ment. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
ported, 
Mr. MATTHEWS. The amendment simply recites the fact that 
by the coinage act of 1873, passed on the 12th of February of that 
year, and the provisions of the Revised Statutes, which took effect 
on the Ist of December of that year, all provisions which authorized 
the coinage of such silver dollar were repealed. 
Mr. THURMAN, § Let us have it reported. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That being accepted, I ask for the yeasand nays 
on the preamble. 
Mr. THURMAN. I want tohear the amendmentreported. I want 
to know just where it comes in and what it says in the very words of 
the mover. 
- ALLISON, (to Mr. TauRMAN.) Let it go; it will not hurt any- 
wcy. 
Mr. THURMAN. I want to know what it is. 
I quite agree to it. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the amend- 
ment. 
The Cuter CLerK. After the word “whatever,” in the last line 
of the fourth paragraph of the preamble to the resolution, it is pro- 
posed to insert : 
_And whereas, by the provisions of the coinage act of 1873, passed on the 12th of 
February of that year, and of the Revised Statutes, which took effect as of the Ist 
day of December of that year, all provisions of law authorizing the coinage of such 
silver dollar were repealed. 
Mr. THURMAN. I hope my colleague will not accept that as an 
amendment to the preamble. I am not prepared to say that that is 
true, and it would require a very considerable examination to know 
whether it is true or not. It will be found to depend very much upon 
What scope the repealing clause in the Revised Statutes has. That 
repealing clause is a very peculiar one. It repeals all statutes which 
are either in whole or in part re-enacted in the Revised Statutes, and 
it makes It exceedingly difficult, requiring a great deal of time, to 
ascertain precisely what is repealed and what is not. I am not pre- 
pared now to vote that the coinage act of 1873 and the Revised Stat- 
utes, either singly or together, did repeal every act which provided 
ad the coinage of the silver dollar. I hope, therefore, that my col- 
ue Will not accept the amendment. There is no necessity for it. 
# us stand by his resolution and his preamble as he introduced it, 
and that is all that is necessary. 
_ Mr. MATTHEWS. If there is any gentleman who differs in opin- 
ton with me about the effect of the amendment, of course I do not 
js to embarrass the matter by accepting it. I regard the state- 
r, hee true in point of law, bat entirely immaterial and irrelevant. 
T that reason I was willing for it to come in as part of the pream- 


I am entirely willing to accept the amend- 


What is the amendment? Let us have it re- 


I do not know that 


ereas, by the provisions of the coinage act of 1673, passed on the 12th | 
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ble; but if there be any difference of opinion about the construction 
of law, I withdraw the assent for the modification and am willing 


| to take a vote upon its insertion. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will put the question to the 
Senate. Will the Senate agree to the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, [Mr. EpMUNDs,] just reported ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am sorry that the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
MATTHEWS] has withdrawn his assent. I did not know but that by 
the effect of his influence ic might get two votes at any rate. It 
states exactly what the statute says in terms as it was read yesterday 
in the debate that arose on what the honorable Senator from Ohio on 
my left [Mr. THURMAN] stated. Now, the Senator from Ohio on my 
left says he does not know that it is true as to the Revised Statutes, be- 


| cause it depends upon whetherevery one of the previous statutes which 


embraced these subjects is mentioned in the repealing clause of the 
Revised Statutes, if I correctly understand him. Suppose, if my 
friend is not in too mnch of a hurry, that we get the Revised Statutes, 
and let me demonstrate to him that they are mentioned; and then I 
take it 1 shall get his vote. If my friend will suggest that I shall 
get his vote if I prove that to him, then I will go on and prove it. 
If it will not do any good, there is no use in taking up time. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 will say in all frankness that it will not do the 
least bit of good. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

Mr. THURMAN. The preamble of my colleague is all that is nec- 
essary to the conclusion at which he arrives; and even if the fact 
were true, as alleged in the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, 
it would not alter the conclusion arrived at in the resolution which 
has been adopted by the Senate, of a majority of the Senate, as I 
think and believe. But as I said before, 1 am not prepared to admit 
the truth of the statement. Knowing very well the diligence ond 
accuracy of information of the Senator from Vermont, I should dis- 
like to doubt any proposition of law that he might state; but this 
matter of examining statutes and finding out what is the statute law 
of the land, every lawyer knows is a very difficult thing. No less an 
authority than Lord Coke said that he would be ashamed not to an- 
swer almost any question that might be put to him in regard to the 
common law, but that he should be ashamed if he were to attempt 
to answer off-hand any question as to what was the statute law. I 
therefore prefer not to take this horse into Troy; I do not like it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Inasmuch as my friend the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. THURMAN, ] whose opinion is so weighty in this body that I 
have no doubt it would leave me in a minority, states that the truth 
would not make any difference as to his conclusion, if 1 correctly un- 
derstand the scope of his remarks, I will not take the time to demon- 
strate to him what the Revised Statutes do contain upon that precise 
point, and will allow the Senate, with the consent of the House of 
Representatives, to leave out half the truth, and tell one-half of it, 
and draw a conclusion accordingly ; only I ask for the yeas and nays 
on my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
20, nays 38; as follows: 

YEAS—20 


Allison, Chaffee, Edmunds, Morrill 
Anthony, Christiancy, Hamlin, Paddock, 
Barnum, Conkling, Kernan, Rollins, 


Blaine, Dawes, McPherson Sargent, 
Burnside, Eaton, Mitchell, Wadleigh. 
NAYS—32, 
Armstrong, Davis of W. Va., Jones of Florida, Plumb 
Sailey, Dennis, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbary, 
Beck, Dorsey, McCreery, Spencer, 
Booth, Eustis, McDonald, Teller, 
Bruce, Ferry, Me Millan, Thurman, 
Cameron of Pa., Gordon, Matthews, Voorhees, 
Cameron ot Wis., Grover, Maxey, Wallace, 
Coke, Hereford, Merrimon, Windom. 
Conover, Hove, Morgan, 
Davis of Illinois, Johnston, Oglesby, 
NOT VOTING—I2. 
Bayard, Hill, Lamar, Sharon, 
3utler, Hoar, Patterson, Whyte, 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Randolph, Withers. 
Garland, Kellogg, Ransem 
Hartis, Kirkwood, Saunders, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, will the Senate agree to 
the preamble as proposed by the Senator from Ohio? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; aud the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BUTLER, (when his name was called.) I am paired with my 
colleague [Mr. PATTERSON] on this question. If he were present, he 
would vote ‘‘ yea” and I should vote “ nay.’ 

Mr. COCKRELL, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. WuytTr.] If he 
were here, he would vote “ nay” and I should certainly vote “ yea.” 

Mr. DAWES, (wheu Mr. HOAR’s name was called.) I wish to an- 
nounce the pair of my colleague, [Mr. Hoar,] who is necessarily ab- 
sent, with the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. HaRRIS.] My colleague 
would have voted “nay” and the Senator from Tennessee “ yea,” if 
they had not paired. 
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The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 42, nays 20; as follows: 





YEAS—42. 
Allison Davis of Llinois, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Armstrong Davis of W. Va., Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Bailey Dennis, Kirkwood, Saulsbury, 
Beck Dorsey, McCreery, Saunders, 
Booth Eustis, MeDonald, Spencer, 
Bruce, Ferry Mc Millan, Teller 
Cameron of Pa Gordon Matthews, Thurman, 
Cameron of Wis.., Grover Maxey, Voorhees, 
Chaflee Hereford Merrimon, Wallace. 
Coke Howe Morgan, 
Conover, Johnston, Oxleaby, 


NAYS—20 


Anthony Christiancy, Hamlin Paddock, 
Barnum Conkling, Kernan, Rollins 
Bayard, Dawes Lamar. Sargent 


Blaine, Eaton, Mitchell, Wadleigh, 


Burnside, Edwunds, Morrill, Windom. 
ABSENT—14. 

Butler Hill, McPherson, Whrvte, 

Cockrell Hoar, Patterson, Withers 

Garland, Ingalls, Randolph, 

Harris Kellogg, Sharon, 


So the preamble was adopted. 
The preamble and resolution, as adopted, are as follows: 
Whereas, by the act entitled ‘An act to strengthen the public credit,” approved 


March Is, 1869, it was provided and declared that the faith of the United States 


was thereby solemnly pledged to the payment, in coin or its equivalent, of all the 
interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where the law 
authorizing the issue of such obligations had qapremis yrovided that the same 
might be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver; and 

W bereas all the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued by the act en- 
titled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,’ approved July 14, 
1870, by the terms of said act were declared to be redeemable in coin of the then 
present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin: and 

W hereas all bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under the act 
entitled “An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,”’ ae ed 
January 14, 1#75, are required to be of the description of bonds of the United 
States described in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled “An 


act to authorize the refonding of the national debt; and 


W bereas, at the date of the passage of said act of Congress last aforesaid, to wit: 
the Mth day of July, 1570, the coin of the United States of standard value of that 
date included silver dollars of the weight of 4124 grains each, declared by the act 


approved January 18, 1837, entitled “An act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 
act establishing a Mint and regulating the coins of the United States,’ to be a 


legal tender of payment, according to their nominal value, for any sums whatever: 
Theretore, 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring therein.) That all 
the bonds of the United States issued, or authorized to be issued, under the said 


acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, at the 
option of the Government of the United States, in silver dollars, of the coinage of 


the United States, containing 4124 grains eac h of standard silver; and that to re- 


store to its coinage such silver coins asa legal tender in payment of said bonds, 
principal and interest, is not in violation of the public faith, nor in derogation of 
the rights of the public creditor. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 


ADAMS, its clerk, announced that the House had concurred in the 


amendments of the Senate to the bill (11. R. No. 542) to change the 
location and name of the Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illi- 
nois, 

The message also announced that the Honse had passed a bill (H. 
R. No, 2478) to amend certain sections of titles 48 and 52 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States, concerning commerce and navi- 
gation and the regulation of steam-vessels ; in which it requested 


the concurrence of the Senate. 


The message further announced that the House had passed the bill 


(S. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of material for the pub- 
lic printing and binding; with an amendment in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. THURMAN, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Thomas H. Bradley be taken from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Military A flairs. 


EXTENSION OF NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. MITCHELL submitted the following resolution; which was 


referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That 1,000 additional copies of Senate bill No. 238, providing for the 


extension of the Northern Pacific Railroad, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 2478) to amend certain sections of titles 48 and 


io) 


52 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, concerning com- 
merce and navigation and the regulation of steam vessels, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PURCHASE OF PRINTING MATERIALS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment of 


the House of Representatives to the bill (8S. No. 461) to farther regu- 
late the purchase of material for the public printing and binding. 
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The amendment was read, being to add at the end of the bill t] 
following proviso: oe 
Provided, however, That the purchases authorized by this act shall not in. 
term of six months exceed the sum of $50 for any particular article required. _ 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the amendment be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. - 
The motion was agreed to. 
COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 
Mr. ALLISON. The resolution of the Senator from Ohio being 


disposed of, I now move that the Senate proceed to the consi: 
of House bill No. 1093, known as the silver bill. : 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize 
the free coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore 
tender character. 

Mr. MORRILL obtained the floor. 

Mr. FERRY. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideratio, 
of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 37, noes 
8; and the Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive bys. 
ness. After twenty minutes spent in executive session the doors 
were reopened, and (at five o’clock and forty-five minutes p. m.) 
Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 25, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SESSION FOR DEBATE. 


Mr. DURHAM. There are a great many gentlemen who desire to 
_ upon subjects connected with the state of the Union, and | 
therefore ask unanimous consent that to-morrow be set apart for gen- 
eral debate only, no business whatever to be transacted. 

‘There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


IRON-MOLDERS’ UNION. 


Mr. BANNING asked and obtained unanimous consent to have 
printed in the Recorp the following memorial; which was referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor: 


1034 NorTH WELLS STREET, Caicaco 
January 22, 1878 
To the House of Representatives, United States Legislature : 

FELLOW-CITIZEXS: It having come to our knowledge that the Iron-Molders 
Union of North America, an association of workingmen legally organized for the 
protection of their mutual interests as laborers, and of which most of the branches 
or unions composing the association are already legally incorporated in their re 
spective States, has presented, or is about to present, to your honorable body a peti 
tion asking that the said asseciation be granted acharter for national incorporatio: 
therefore we, the undersigned citizens, representing over seventy thousand work 
ingmen, do hereby add our support and indorsement to the said petition, believing 
that a decision by your honorable body upon the question involved will be of vital 
importance to the entire nation. 

Respectfully, 
[SEAL.) THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
WORKINGMEN'S PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES 
Paiuir VAN PATTEN, Corresponding Secretary. 
OCEAN-MAIL STEAMSIIIP SERVICE, 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, sulmitted the fol- 

lowing resolution; which was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Posmaster-General be, and he is hereby, requested to furnish 
the House of Representatives such information as he may have relating to the 
ocean-steamship service of foreign countries. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POLICE COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, presented the 
petition of a large number of citizens of Washington City, protest- 
ing against the action of the commissioners of the District of Colum- 
bia in relation to a building for the police court of said city; which, 
together with the following preamble and resolution, was referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia: 

Whereas it is represented thatthe commissioners of the District of Columbia 
without authority of law, have leased, with the privilege of purchase, the prop 
erty in the city of Washington known as the Unitarian church, at the corner of 
Sixth and D streets, northwest, for the purposes of a police court, and are now ¢x- 
pending in the improvement of said property large sums of money without avy oA 

ropriations first made by law, and that such action of the commissioners has ne 
Coen governed by considerationsof duty to the public bat has been oppressive 4% 
to the great damage of property-holders in the neighborhood ; Therefore, : 

Resolved, That the legality and expediency of the action of the commission > in 
the premises be, and the same are hereby, referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for inquiry, and report by bill or otherwise. 

JOSEPHINE JAROSKI SUFFERYNSEL. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also presented the memorial of Joseph- 
ine Jaroski Snfferynski, heir at law of General Count Casimir Pulas- 
ki; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
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SAMUEL I. GUSTIN. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
‘ved a bill (H. R. No. 2692) for the relief of Samuel I. Gustin ; which 


as read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
ls and ordered to be printed. 
ARMY APPROPRIATIONS, 


Mr. RYAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
opg3) torepeal part of an act entitled “An act making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1876,” 
yroved March 3, 1875; which was read a first and second time, re- 


i tothe Committeeon Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


Cialis, 


apy 
ferre¢ 
NATIONAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORY. 


Mr. WADDELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 264) to establish and maintain a national savings depository as 
4 branch of the Post-Office Department; which was read a first and 
«cond time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


COMPENSATION OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. WADDELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. 
No. 2695) to regulate the compensation of postmasters, and for other 
purposes ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. é 
MINERS’ NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. HAYES. I ask unanimous consent that House bill No. 542, to 
change the location and name of the Miners’ National Bank of Braid- 
wood, Lilinois, together with the Senate amendments thereto, be now 
taken from the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. REAGAN. If it will lead to debate I must object. 

Mr. HAYES. The bill was passed by the House a few days since, 
and the Senate have made one or two verbal amendments which I 
desire the House to concurin. I think it will lead to no debate. 

There was no objection. 
and the amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 


Mr. HAYES moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendments 
were concurred in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 


laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


SETTLERS UPON HOMESTEAD LANDS. 


Mr. MORGAN (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2696) for 
the relief of settlers upon homestead lands ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 


ordered to be printed. 
MRS. BELL. 


Mr. WILLITS, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2697) granting a pension to Mrs. Bell, widow of William Bell, late 
private of the Seventh Michigan Volunteers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 


ordered to be printed. 
METRIC SYSTEM. 


Mr. MAISH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2698) to establish the metric system in the coinsof the United States 
of America and provide for and regulate the coinage, and a bill (H. 
R. No. 2699) to establish the metric system in the post-offices and 
custom-houses of the country; which were severally read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 


Measures, and ordered to be printed. 
REVISION OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. TIPTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2700) to repeal sections 3407 to 3417, both inclusive, of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and 


ordered to be printed. 
POSTAL TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. TIPTON also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution, with the accompanying petition: which were referred to 


the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads: 


h 
ot 


amendments are necessary, 
tion to telegraphs. 


PRESBYTERIAN HIGH SCHOOL AT IUKA, MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. MULDROW, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
a Presbyterian Male High School at Iuka, Mis- 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


No. 2701) in aid of the 


Sissippi ; 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
CHARLES SEELEY. 


a bill 
liente 


Vania Volunteer Infantry ; 
referred tothe Committee on 


(H. R. No. 2702) for 












The bill was taken from the Speaker’s table 


Kesolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads be, and they are 
hereby, instructed to examine the question and repert to this House by bill or 
herwise what legislation, if any, is necessary to carry out and enforce the pro- 
visious of section 5267 of the Revised Statiites of the United States, and also what 
if any should be enacted, modifying the laws in rela- 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the relief of Charles Seeley, late a first 
nant of the One hundred and ninety-eighth Regiment Pennsy1- 
which was read a first aud second time, 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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FRANKLIN INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2703) to extend the charter of the Franklin 
Insurance Company in the city of Washington; which was read a 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

LIGHT-STATION AT BELLE ISLE. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2704) to provide for the erection of a light- 
station at the head of Belle Isle, Detroit, Michigan ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2705) to authorize the commissioners of the 
District of Columbia to audit certain claims against the District and 
for funding the same; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to 
be printed. 









BOARD OF ITEALTH, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 2706) to further define and enlarge the pow- 
ers and duties of the board of health of the District of Columbia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
of Claims was discharged from the further consideration of the fol- 
lowing bills and petition; and the same were referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims: 

‘The bill (H. R. No. 2199) for the relief of Nicholas Bush, of Red- 
wood, New York ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 2317) for the relief of D. W. Knight, of Cheat- 
ham County, Tennessee ; 

The bill (H. R. No. 2181) for the relief of Robert Davidson ; and 

The petition of James F. Pierce, of Newton County, Mississippi, 
for compensation for property taken by the quartermaster of Gen- 
eral McPherson’s command. 

Mr. REAGAN. I demand the regular order. 

INVESTIGATION BY COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY. 

Mr. EWING. I ask the gentleman from Texus to yield to me for a 
moment. I rise under the direction of the Committee on Banking 
and Currency to ask unanimous consent that the resolution adopted 
by the House on the 22d instant, authorizing that committee to make 
a certain investigation, be printed as a public document for the use 
of the committee. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent to make a report from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. Lam directed by that committee to 
report back with sundry amendments the bill (H. R. No. 2117) to pro- 
vide for the distribution of the awards made under the convention 
between the United States of America and the Republic of Mexico, con- 
cluded on the 4th day of July, 1268, accompanied by a report in writing, 
and to move that the bill, as amended, and the report be printed, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. I make that motion. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE POST-OFFICE AND POST-ROADS. 

Mr. WADDELL, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution ; which was referred to the Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads be authorized 
to any two experts, for such length of time as the chairman of said committee 
may deem necessary, to assist in the investigation directed by the resolution of 
Mr. Woop, into the management of the Post-Ofiice Department. 

TIPTON B. COLLINS. 

Mr. FORNEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2707) for the relief of Tipton B. Collins, of Alabama; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

STEAMBOAT REGULATIONS, ETC. 


I ask the gentleman from Texas to yield to me 













































Mr. CRAVENS. 
for a moment. 

Mr. REAGAN. I cannot yield further; I insist on the regular 
order, which is the unfinished business from yesterday, 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to ask a parliamentary question. 
the unfinished business that comes up as the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. The unfinished business is the bill (H. R. No. 
2473) to amend certain sections of titles 48 and 52 of the Revised 






What ig 







ve 
Statutes of the United States, concerning commerce and navigation 
and the regulation of steam-vessels. That bill is a special order, and 
in consequence of being a special order, the Chair thinks that it comeg 
up to-day as unfinished business under the special order, which was 
made in the following terms : 


Made a special order for Tuesday, January 22, after the morning hour, and for 
three days thereafter. 
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The construction of this tarns somewhat on the question whether 
the 22d instant is part of those three days; whether the expression 
relates to the hour of bringing up tlre special order or the day of 
bringing it up. 

Mr. MILLS. I suggest that it does not include Friday, that being 
a day set apart by the rules for private business, any more than it 
would include a day set apart for business from the District of Co- 
lumbia Committee. The order, I hold, means three legislative days 
upon which such general business may be properly considered. 

The SPEAKER. At first sight the Chair thought that the bill 
would come up as untinished business; but, having carefully exam- 
ined Rule 56, the Chair is of opinion that should this bill be stripped 
of its special-order character it would not come up as unfinished 
business on Friday, which is private-bill day, but would go over until 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. REAGAN. It will require perhaps but a few minutes to com- 
plete this bill, and I think we had better finish it now. 

The SPEAKER. The House will resume the consideration of the 
bill. The pending amendment will be reported by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

:' Amend the section 80 that section 4414 of the Revised Statutes shall read as fol- 
owas 

Sec. 4414. There shall be in each of the following collection districts one inspect 
or of hulls and one inspector of boilers, who shall be entitled to the following sala- 
rica, to le paid somes under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury : 

In the — iets of New York and New Orleans, to a salary of $1,700 a year each. 

In the districts of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Buffalo, Saint Louis, Louisville, Cin- 


cinuati, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, Huron, 
and Galena, to a salary of $1,500 a year each 


In the district of Michigan to a salary of 8200 a year. 


in the districts of Mobile, Memphis, and Cleveland, to a salary of $1,200 a year 
cm h. 


In the districts of Willamette, New London, Norfolk, Charleston, Savanpah, 


Galveston, Albany, Wheeling, Nashville, Portland, and Evansville, to a salary of 
$1,000 a year each 


In the districts of Puget Sound, Apalachicola, Oswego, Burlington, and Saperior, 
to a salary of 8°00a yeareach. And in addition the Secretary of the Treasury may 
appoint in such districts where their services are actually required assistant in 
spectors, at a salary, for the district of New York, of $1,500 a year each, and for all 
other districts at a salary not exceeding $1,000 a year each; and he may appoint a 
clerk to any such board at a compensation not exceeding $1,000 a year to each per- 
son 80 appointed. Every inspector shall be paid his actual traveling expenses for 
transportation only incurred in the performance of his official duty, together with 
the actual expenses for transportation of instruments, which expenses shall be made 
out in detail and sworn to by the inspector who incurred the expense, 

The SPEAKER. At the time of the adjournment yesterday the 
question was upon the call of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
LOCKWOOD] for the previous question upon his amendment, which 
the Clerk has just read. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The question was taken upon agreeing to the amendment of Mr. 
LocKWOOD ; and upon a division, there were—ayes 34, noes 82, 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. LOCKWOOD called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered, there being 22 in the affirmative, not one- 
fifth of the last vote. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON. I wish tootfer an amendment, but I do not know 
whether it would be best to propose it as an amendment to the pend- 
ing section or to offer it as an independent section. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to answer that question. 

Mr. REED. I believe there is an amendment which I offered yes- 
terday which is first in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Lockwoop] 
had demanded the previous question on his amendment before the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Reep] offered his amendment. The 
Chair, however, will now recoguize the gentleman from Maine to offer 
his amendment 

Mr. REED. I move to amend by inserting after the word “Gal- 
veston,” in line 5of the pending section, the words, “ Portland, Maine ;” 
also to amend by inserting atter “ Galveston,” in line 7, the words 
“and the word ‘ Portland.” 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no objection to that amendment. 

Mr. REED. If there is no objection to it, then I hope it will be 
udopted. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. The object of the gentleman from Maine, I think, 
is to increase the salary of one of these officers, and judging from the 
vote already taken it is likely to be adopted. So far as Portland, 
Maine, is concerned, I find upon examination of the record that there 
are only forty vessels of the first class annually examined there for 
licenses, and that the rest are composed entirely of tugs, towing-ves- 
sels, and fishing-vessels. In addition to that, at the suggestion of a 
friend near me, I raise the point of order that the amendment is not 
in order, as it proposes to increase the public expenditures, and there- 
fore should first be considered in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct Rule 112 to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

All proceedings touching appropriations of money and all bills making appro- 
priations of money or property, or requiring such apprepriations to be made, or 
authorizing payments out of appropriations already made, shall be first discussed 
in a Committec of the Whole House. 

Mr. REED. The proposition in the pending bill now before the 
House for consideration is to insert the word “ Galveston” in a differ- 
ent place in sectjon 4414 of the Reyised Statutes from that which it 
now occupies. The etfect of that wonld be substantially to raise it 


from the twelve-hundred-dollar class to the fifteen-hundred-do 
class. That is the subject which the House is at present coysi,, 
ing. The amendment which I propose is entirely germane to the jj) 
I propose by my amendment to do what the bill itself Proposes to 
do, to add to the list receiving $1,500. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman say that the bill as it stanq 
proposes to increase salaries ? wer 

Mr. REED. It proposes to change Galveston from the twelye-yp. 
dred-dollar class to the fifteen-bundred-dollar class. I propose he auld 
Portland, Maine, to the fifteen-hundred-dollar class for the reason 
which I hope will satisfy the judgment of the House. The first gy)). 
division embraces the districts of Mobile, Memphis, and Cleveland 
with a salary of $1,500 each. The committee propose to add Galyes. 
ton to that list. Then they propose to strike Galveston from tly 
twelve-hundred-dollar class, and I propose the same with regard to 
Portland, Maine. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that so far as Galveston is cop. 
cerned, whatever is in the bill having been made a special order jy 
a suspension of the rules, it is not now subject to a point of order, 
The Chair, however, is of opinion that an amendment proposing to jy. 
crease a salary and take money out of the Treasury, in regard to which 
the rules have not been suspended, brings it within the operation of 
Rule 112 which has been read. The Chair therefore sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. REED. I would like to suggest the inquiry to the Chair 
whether any other rule was suspended except that which made this 
a special order. Were all the rules suspended when this bill was 
made a special order? 

The SPEAKER. That would not assist the gentleman, because his 
amendment would still be out of order. 

Mr. REED. Then undoubtedly the bill would be sent to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole and then I could present my amendment. 

The SPEAKER. That was for the gentleman from Texas to con- 
sider, not for the Chair. 

Mr. REED. Under the ruling of the Speaker the gentleman from 
Texas is not obliged to consider it, and therefore I direct my rewarks 
to the ruling of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not exactly understand the point 
which the gentleman is seeking to make. 

Mr. REED. The poiut I make is this: that the suspension of the 
rules, under which this bill was made a special order, was not such 
a suspension of all the rules as enables a matter which increases the 
expenses of the Government at Galveston to come in, and does not 
permit a matter to come in which increases the expenditures of the 
Government so far as Portland is concerned, I think the same rule 
ought to apply in the one case as in the other, and if the suspension 
of the rules was sufficient to bring in Galveston it was suflicient to 
bring in the whole subject. 

The SPEAKER. According to the construction of the rule for 
which the gentleman from. Maine contends, the Treasury might be 
depleted to an unlimited extent under this bill. 1t would let in 
everything. The practice has been that where a special order is 
made to consider a bill under a suspension of the rules what is in 
the bill shall not be subject to a point of order. But even if the sus- 
pension of the rules did not have that effect there was no point of 
order made against Galveston ; and it now comes too late, tle prop- 
osition in regard to Galveston having been considered. But in tue 
case of Portland the point of order was made against it immediately 
on its being read. 

Mr. REED. Does, then, the ruling of the Chair prevent the bill 
from being subject to amendment in order properly to classify this 
service ? 

The SPEAKER. It prevents the bill from being the subject of 
amendment in any way in which an amendment takes from the Treas- 
ury money. This is one of those rules which are devised for the pur- 
pose of protecting the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. REED. It seems that the Treasury is to be protected against 
Portland but not against Galveston. 

The SPEAKER. That is a question of equity for the gentleman 
to consider who made the point of order against Portland, and not 
for the Chair. H 

Mr. REED. Then I make the point of order in regard to Gal- 
veston. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman makes it too late. 

Mr. REED. In what respect ? 4 

The SPEAKER, Because that | of the bill has been considered 
and has been under discussion. ‘The time for the gentleman to have 
made the point of order would have been when the section was lirst 
read. 

Mr. REED. I move then that the word “Galveston” be stricken 
out. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. ; 

The ques‘‘on being taken on Mr. -REeEp’s amendment, it was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Maine that his object would best be accomplished by striking out the 
entire section, ; acd 

Mr. REED. Inasmuch as my amendment has been carried, if it 
please the Chair, I do not like todisturb it. [Langhter. } 
Mr. REAGAN. As has been suggested by the Chair, we may * 
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well strike out the section because that is all that is init. I move 
that the section be stricken out. 

“The motion was agreed to. ; ; 
Mr. HARRISON. I offer the amendment which I send te the desk, 
to come In as a separate section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

spc. 33. That pilots and engineers of all steam-vessels who shall be licensed as 


i )eations and entitled to the same privileges as other licensed oflicers of steam- 
a cols; and that none but citizens of the United States or persons who shall be 
actually and bona fide residents of the United States shall be licensed as pilots and 
engineers. 

Mr. HARRISON. The first part of this amendment may seem to 
be unnecessary. From reading the bill and the statutes one would 
think that pilots and engineers were sufliciently recognized as ofti- 
cers. But in some way, I do not know how, in the courts it has been 
held that they were not officers. During the Forty-fourth Congress 





was adopted on the steamboat and navigation bill. I have changed 
it, however, by adding a line, I have added to that part of it which 
said that “none but citizens of the United States shall be licensed 
pilots and engineers.” That seemed to awaken some objection. 
Some thought it contained a know-nothing principle, and, to ob- 


in the various associations, which number over fifty thousand, have 
by resolutions agreed to amend it so that it will make these licensed 
pilots and engineers bona fide and actual residents of the United 
States. They will accept what they can get, although it fall far be- 
low that which they wish. In accordance with this expression on the 
part of these oflicers, I have added to the amendment passed in the 
Forty-fourth Congress the words “or such persons as shall be bona 
fide and actual residents of the United States.” 

" Sir, we are always legislating to protect property. Almost every- 
thing that the pilot and engineer wears, his clothes, his boots, are 


he purchases from. Here, sir, over fifty thousand men come up and 
petition this House to protect poor men in the United States from 
being defrauded of their rights by foreigners owing no allegiance to 
the General Government, not abiding or residing among us, not liv- 
ing on our shores 80 as even to expend the salaries they obtain 
among our people. 

A large number of honest industrious men living in our lake ports 
are to-day idle, and have been idle during the past summer, while 
Canadians living across the line, encouraged by the greed of ship- 
owners Whom we have been aiding by exemptions from liability by 
the provisions of this bill, have been filling the places of our own 
people, taking from our own people the very net of their mouths, 


pilots and engineers, but we are told we should not protect our own. 
Sir, if there be a class of our citizens we should protect, it is the 
pilot and engineer of steamboats. Their deeds of daring have been 
sung in song and eulogized in prose—men who rarely have deserted 
their posts in hours of peril or those they are employed to protect. The 
pilot stands at the helm in storm or fog as long as hope lasts. And 
often when hope has seemed hopeless he offers his breast to the 
storm, a very protection to the lives and freight in the ship he is 
steering into port. 
And deep down in the hold of the ship, shut out from the light of 
day, shat out from the starlight at night, denied even the exhilara- 


tion of facing the storm-fiend—buried in a dungeon more dark than 
that of Chillon’s prisoner— 


A double dungeon-wall and wave 
Has made—and like a living grave 
Below the surface of the lake 

The dark vault lies— 


in these deep dungeons these daring engineers, cut off from sun- 
light or starlight, and even from the storm’s howl, standing with their 
hand upon the throttle while the water is creeping upon them inch 
by inch—wading in their very graves—rarely have deserted their 
posts of honor and peril until the very fires are extinguished and 
steam refuses to yield to their bidding. 

_ Sir, if any men in this land should be encouraged and protected it 
is the pilot and the engineer. 

The Association of Pilots and Engineers, numbering from fifty thou- 
sand to one hundred thousand men, sent resolutions here to the 
Forty-fourth Congress asking that a bill of this sort should be passed, 
and it was passed as an amendment to this steamboat and navigation 
bill; but it failed in the Senate. It has not been put in this bill by 
the present Committee on Commerce, and why I cannot tell, unless, 
Mr. Speaker, the owners of steamboats or ships wish to employ men 
from abroad instead of helping our own people. 

There can be no objection to this amendment, unless it may appear 
to be discriminating against’ men coming into this country to make 


pbb but this it does not do. This pilot association ask 
at afte 


United States,” Now, the rights of men who come here from abroad 


hecessary to become citizens of the United States, are not infringed 


an amendment almost the same as this was offered by myself and | 


iate this seeming objection, a large number of pilots and engineers | ~- : : : ; : ; 
viate this seeming ob) ’ s I . Scene gineers, it raises a question upon which the judgment of the House 
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euch are hereby declared officers of said vessels, and shall be subject to the same | 





protected in the manufecturer’s hands. The very steel of which his | 
implements are made is protected, but protected in the hands of those 


and are now spending it‘on their own shores. Canada protects her | 


and to become citizens of this country, and who take out the papers | 
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upon. Wesimply ask that citizens of the United States, spending 
their salaries among us, be protected, and men across the Canadian 
border shall not be employed in their stead. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask that the amendment be again read. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. FINLEY. I desire to offer an amendment to the amendment. 
I move to amend by striking out the words “and that none but citi- 
zens of the United States or persons who shall be actual and bona fide 
residents of the United States shall be licensed as pilots and en- 
gineers.” 

Mr. REAGAN. So far as the first part of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ilinois (Mr. Harrison] is concerned, recognizing as 
officers the class of persons named, we have had occasion to look 
somewhat carefully over the numeroussections of the Revised Statutes 
relative to this matter. We find that these persons in their official 
capacity are recognized by the statutes, and, although they may not 
be called officers, they are recognized as pilots and engineers, and 
their duties are prescribed and their liabilities are fixed under the 
law; so that it seems to me that that part of the amendment is un- 
necessary for any practical purpose. 

As to that part of the amendment which relates to excluding from 
these two branches of the American service those who are not citizens 
of the United States and to prevent them from being pilots and en- 





may be taken. My remembrance is that when a bill similar to this 
passed the House during the last Congress it contained a clause that 
this class of officers should be citizens of the United States, and in 


| that form went to the Senate; but the Senate Committee on Com- 


merce passed upon it, and one of the few amendments made to the 
House bill was to strike that part out. It was a question of doubt 
to the committee whether it ought to have remained in the bill as it 
finally passed ; indeed it was not reported by the committee ; but it 
was adopted on motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Harri- 
SON] who makes the motion now. The committee, acting on the 
former view and upon the view of the Senate Committee on Com- 
merce, omitted it from the bill. It is perhaps at least questionable 
whether we should go to the extent asked by this amendment. There 
are interests affected by it and we have hardly time to consider it 
now, and it seems to me that the amendment ought not to be adopted. 

Mr. FINLEY. My amendment, as the gentleman will notice, is to 
strike out from the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois all 
that part which makes the distinction between citizens of this coun- 
try and those of other countries. I am opposed toa bill which makes 
distinction in any manner between citizens of the United States and 
foreigners. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Doyou include Chinese ? 

Mr. HARRISON. I move to strike out the last word of the amend- 
ment for the purpose of making some remarks in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN. ] 

Mr. DUNNELL. I do not understand that such modification or 
amendment entitles the gentleman to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Strictly speaking there isan  wmendment to the 
amendment pending, and after the vote has been taken on the 
amendment to the amendment, then it will be in order to make any 
further amendment. 

Mr. HARRISON. Then can I take the floor to oppose the amend- 
ment to the amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman. 

Mr. HARRISON. We have lately, by an award of arbitration, 
voted to give England $5,000,000 and over; for what? To encourage 
our fishing-smacks and enable them to catch minnows on the coast of 
Labrador and Nova Scotia for the purpose of breeding seamen for 
the United States Navy. Sir, are we not to protect our citizens to 
enable them to become seamen here, and especially when it can be 
done at no cost ? 

What class of seamen are more valuable than pilots and engineers? 
You say we must not discriminate between foreigners and native 
citizens. I do not discriminate ; I simply ask that when a man comes 
to America he may be naturalized and then be protected in all his 
rights; and when he comes here and declares his intention to become 
w citizen he has all his rights; but I assert that he should not have 
the right, until he has so declared his intention or has chosen his 
home among us, to take the position in our American service of pilot 
and engineer, and thus deprive American citizens from being edu- 
cated into the seamen necessary to protect us in time of danger. It 
is no discrimination. We do not want to encourage foreigners to 
run our ships; we want to encourage our own people. Ido not care 
whether they are citizens or not, if they only come to earn their 
bread and take up their abode with us; but we know that along 
the lines of the lakes and rivers bordering on Canada are hundreds 
and hundreds of idle engineers and pilots. Their places are taken 
to-day by Canadians who owe us no allegiance, imenl no money with 
us, never protect us in time of danger, and we give them the right 
to be pilots and engineers, and this to the direct injury of our own 


| people, simply because men living under a cheaper government and 
r the words “ citizens of the United States” shall be added | 


the words “or such as shall be actual or bona fide residents of the | 


under circumstances in which our people cannot live are allowed to 
underbid them. 

We have exemptions exempting owners from ail sorts of liabilities. 
We make the pilots and engineers liable for everything, for every 
act of neglect or of willfal misconduct, Give him this protection, 
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and thus you make good engineers and good pilots. I do not think 
auy person can object to that as discriminating against persons of 
any other country. I have not yet become so loving to mankind 
that | am willing to legislate for other people. I want to legislate 
for our own people, whether they be native-born or have come to us 
from their own free choice. 

Mr. DUNNELL. The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Illinois, as amended by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. FINLEY, ]cannot 
perhaps be very seriously objected to, but, if the amendment is voted 
upon without the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, I think it 
is a very objectionable one, Lhardly think it is in harmony with the 
genius of our Government to declare that those persons who have 
come among us and declared their intention to become citizens of the 
United States shall not have an open door to all employments of an 
American citizen, We have in the State which I have the honor in 
part to represent forty thousand voters who are of foreign birtb, and 
twenty thousand of those voters are not yet naturalized citizens of 
the United States, 

Mr HARRISON. They are residents. A man must be a resident 
to enable him to properly declare his intentions. 

Mr. DUNNELL. They are residents who have declared their in 
tention to become citizens; but under the gentleman’s amendment 
they would not be allowed to enter this important branch of the 
service. 

Mr. HARRISON. You are mistaken. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Iam not mistaken. 

Mr. HARRISON. It does not exclude a man who has declared his 
intention to become a citizen and has taken steps to become such, 
for the first step in making a declaration of intention is the act of 
becoming a resident. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I direct your attention, sir, to the language of 
your own amendment. 

Mr. HARRISON. Those men who have declared their intention to 
become citizens of the United States and are residing here are not 
excluded. 

Mr. DUNNELL. The amendment is open to the objection I made, 
whatever the gentleman from Illinois may say. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I desire to say one word on this amendment. 
The simple practical fact of this whole matter is this, that all along 
upon the border during the summer season men who are not citizens 
of the United States, who are not actual residents of the United 
States, come to American ports and work during the summer season 
and then remove to Canada during the winter season. Now, I would 
have no objection, provided the same right was extended to Ameri- 
can citizens to visit Canadian ports to perform the same class of serv- 
ice there; but their government shuts their ports and the avenues 
of labor against us, and our men cannot go there and seek the same 
class of employment which their men come over and seek in ours, and 
for that reason I favor the amendment of the gentleman from I)li- 
nois, to limit these employments to men who are citizens or bona fide 
residents of this country. 

Mr. HUBBELL, I desire to offer an amendment to perfect the 
amendment of the gentlemau from Illinois. 

Mr. HARRISON. J will accept that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. It can be accepted as a modification. 

The Clerk read the modification proposed by Mr. HUBBELL, as fol- 
lows: 

Modify the amendment by inserting the following after the words “bona fide 
residents of the United States: ' * and shall have declared their intention to become 
citizens thereof ;"' so that it will read, if amended: “and that none but citizens of 


the United States, or persons who shall*be actual and bona fide residents of tho 


United States, and shall have declared their intention to become citizens thereof, 
shall be licensed." 


Mr. REAGAN. It should be “or” instead of “and;” so that it will 
read: “or shall have declared their intention,” &c. 

Mr. HARRISON. I agree to that. 

Mr. FINLEY, Then 1 withdraw my amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

The question was taken upon Mr. HARRISON’s amendment as modi- 
fied; and on a division, there were—ayes 82, noes 35. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRISON moved torcconsider the vote by which the amend- 


meut was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN. I now call the previous question upon the bill as 
amended. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I would like to offer another amendment to 
section 4404. 

Me. DUNNELL. We have passed over that section. 

Mr. POTTER. I rise to move to reconsider the vote by which the 
House yesterday refused to strike out section 31 of this bill, relating 
to section 4493 of the Revised Statutes. I hope the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] will not call the previous question until I can 
have time to submit that motion and to state my reasons for it. 

Mr. REAGAN. We have already devoted one day to that section, 
and I do not want to devote another day to striking it out. I there- 
fore must insist upon my call for the previous question, 

Mr. POTTER. Ido not ask the House to give another day to de- 
hating that section. What] claim is an opportunity to state a mis- 

















——— 


conception under which I and other gentlemen in this House voted 
yesterday against striking out this section, and which mise; ; 
arose in part at least from statements of the effect of this sec: 


made by the gentleman from Texas and by other gentlemey with 
his approval. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not think—— 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. The trouble is that the gentleman 
from Texas himself has entirely misconceived the law whic) }, 
quoted, and 1 hope my cplleague (Mr. PoTrer] will have time q). 
lowed him to make an explanation. ; 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not object to the gentleman stating his pis. 
conception of the law, but I must insist upon the previous questio 

Mr. POTTER. I donot want to state my construction of any jaw. 
but I say that 1 was misled and I was induced to adopt a statement 
which may have misled others by the statements which were pace 
by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] and by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] as to what was the condition of the law to 
be affected by the section in question, statements which I am satis. 
fied they made from misapprehension. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon seconding the demand for 
the previous qnestion. 

Mr. POTTER. I hope the previous question will be voted down. 

The question was taken upon seconding the previous question; an 
upon a division, there were—ayes 98, noes 78. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. POTTER called for tellers on seconding the previous question, 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. REAGAN and Mr. PoTtTer were ap- 
pointed, 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to say that, if the object of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Porrer] is simply to make a personal explana- 
tion, there is no objection to thaton my part. I donot want to open 
up the bill to amendment again. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to state what is the object 
of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Porrer. } 

Mr. ‘TOWNSEND, of New York. The gentleman only asks an 
opportunity to be heard. 

Mr. SAYLER. I object to any further discussion. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 98, noes 80. 

So the previous question was seconded and the main question was 
then ordered. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill. 

The question was upon orcering the bill, as amended, to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

Mr. REAGAN. I am informed by the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. HarRRIsON] that the change made in his amendment at my 
suggestion was improper. I therefore ask unanimous consent to re- 
store the word “and” for the word “ or.” 

Mr. DUNNELL. I object to any change*in an amendment that 
has been adopted. 

Mr. REAGAN. } will now yield to the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. PoTTEeR] for a few moments. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is now operating. 

Mr. REAGAN. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman have 
leave to make his statement. 

The SPEAKER. How long does the gentleman desire ? 

Mr. POTTER. Perhaps five minutes. 

There was no objection, and leave was accordingly granted. 

Mr. POTTER. I send to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have read 
what I have marked in the report of the remarks of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] on this bill yesterday. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


What is claimed is this: that precisely the same immunities and protections 
that are extended to vessels navigating the ocean and the lakes shall be extended 
to vessels navigating our great rivers. That is ull there is in that proposition. 
It is simply taking away the restriction of the seventh section of the act of |rol, 
when we first abandoned the common-law doctrine in this country. 


Mr. POTTER. I made a statement to the House yesterday of 
what I understood to be the effect of the proposed change of the 
Revised Statutes by section 4493 of this bill, without having the sec- 
tion before me, an understanding derived from the remark of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. My friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Fievp] has 
called my attention to the fact that the section of this bill then un- 
der consideration is not a provision extending to rivers the limita- 
tion upon the common-law liabilities of owners which had hereto- 
fore been enacted as to the ocean and the lakes, but it was a provision 
imposing an entirely pew limitation upon such liabilities, and hen 
Icome to look at the English law I find that the limitation upon 
the liability of owners imposed by the act of George III was 4 
limitation upon their common-law liabilities for damages to properly 
and nothing else; and when I come to look at the act of 1sol in 
connection with the kindred legislation as to steamboats which this 
section proposes to amend, I find that our limitation was a limitation 
upon damages to property on the oceans and lakes and nothing else; 8° 
that until now the law stands that owners of vessels upon the high 
seas and upon the lakes have the advantage of a limitation as to 
their liability in respect of damages to property, but that is all. But 
this section does not propose to extend that limitation of liability 
tothe rivers. On the contrary, this section about which we have 


so much discussion does not relate to liability for damages to prop 
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ry at all. It isa limitation as te the liability for injuries to per- 
con, fixed by the act of 1852. Its purpose is to limit the liability of 
~ «pers of steamboats on rivers for injury to persons to the amount 
of their interest in the vessel. So that we were not extending any 
ji;mitations heretofore made applicable to the ocean and lakes to riv- 
ors. butareimposing an entirely new and different limitation iv the in- 
terest of owners of steamboats upon rivers by which the common-law 
liability of the owners of those vessels alone for injuries to persons is 
+») be Jumited; a limitation not existing iu favor of owners of vessels 
on the high seas or lakes, and now for the first time to be created for 
-heir vessels alone, Having stated yesterday that I understood the 
effect of this section to be as it was stated by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. REAGAN] and the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. SAYLER] in 
his remarks just read from the Clerk’s desk, I desire to make this ex- 
planation of the misunderstanding into which I was led. 

Mr. REAGAN. I ask now for a vote. 
Mr. SAYLER. I desire two minutes to make an explanation in re- 
ply to the gentleman from New York. 
‘The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the gentleman from Ohio 
being allowed two minutes to make an explanation? 
(here was no objection. 
Mr. SAYLER. I say to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Por- 
rer} what I said yesterday, that emphatically and distinctly the 
purpose and object of this bill is to remove the restriction that is 
yow imposed upon the navigation of the western rivers, and that is 
not imposed upon all the inland rivers; that is not imposed upon the 
lakes and the ocean. The gentleman from New York was entirely 
mistaken in his construction. It seems to me when so good a lawyer 
as he is sat here all day yesterday and heard that section discussed 
be ought not to have been misled by me or anybody else. 
Mr. POTTER. Lask the gentleman from Texas to yield to me to 
allow the section to be read. 
Mr. REAGAN. I do not yield further. 
Mr. HOOKER. I desire to be heard for a moment. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas objects to further 
debate. 
Mr. HOOKER. Why object to further debate? 
Mr. SAYLER. Because we have debated it for three days already. 
Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman from Texas oblige me by 
withdrawing his objection to the change of the word “or” to “and” 
in the amendment already adopted of the gentleman from Illinois? 
] am now satisfied that the word “and” is the correct one. 
The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent the word “and” will be 
inserted in the amendment instead of the word “or.” 
There was noobjection, and the amendment was moditied accordingly. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. On that questien I call for the 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 174, nays 79, not 
voting 39; as follows: 
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NAYS—79. 


Aldrich, 
Leebe, 


Bicknell, 


Eden, 
Eickhoff, 
Ellsworth, 


Bisbee, Fort, 
Blackburn, Giddings, 
Blair Hale 
Boyd, Hanna, 


Bragg, 
Briggs, 
Brogden, 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 


Harris, Benj. W. 
Hartzell, 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
Herbert, 


Batler, Hiscock, 
Caldwell, W. P. Hooker, 
Chittenden, Humpbrey, 
Clatlin, Keifer, 
Cox, Samuel S. Keightley, 
Crittenden, Knott, 


Leonard, 
Lindsey 
Lox kwood, 
Luttrell, 


Sempson, 

Smith, William E. 
Sparks, 

Springer, 





Lynde Stone, Joseph C. 
Mackey, Stone, John W. 
Maisa Pipton 

Mayham low nsend, M. I. 
Mckenzie, Purner, 
Morrison, Veeder, 

Muller, Wait, 

Oliver, Walsh, 

O'Neill Warner, 

Potter, Watson, 

Powers, White, Harry 
Randolph, Williams, C. G. 
Reed, Williams, Richard 


Rice, William W. Wallis, Benjamin A 





























YEAS—174. 
Aiken, Davis, Horace House, Rea, 
Bacon Davis, Joseph J. Hubbell, Reagan, 
Bagley, Deering, Hunter, Rice, Americus V. 
Baker, John H. Denison, Hungerford, Riddle, 
Baker, William H. Dibrell, Ittner, tobbins, 
Ballou, Dickey, Jones, John S. Robinson, Milton S. 
Banks Dunnell, Jones, James T. Sapp, 
Banning, Durham, Jorgensen, oie 
Bayne, Dwight, Joyce, Scales, 
Bell, Eames, Kenna, Sextou, 
Beuedict, Elam, Killinger, Shallenberger, 
Bouck Ellis, Kimmel, Shelley, 
Brentano, Errett, Knapp, Singleton, 
Br wer, Evans, I. Newton Landers, Sinnickson, 
Bridges, Evans, James L. Ligon, Slemons, 
Bright, Evins, John H. Loring, Smalls, 
Browne, Ewing, Mauning, Smith, A. Herr 
Buckner, Felton, Marsh, Southard, 
Bundy, Field, Martin, Steele, 
Cabell, Finley, McCook, Stephens, 
ain, Forney, McGowan, Strait, 
aliwell, John W. Foster, McKinley, Thompson, 
alkins. Franklin, McMahon, Thornbargh, 
ampbell, Frye, Metcalfe, Townsend, Amos 
andler, Fuller. Mills, Townshend, R. W. 
annon, Gardner, Mitchell, Tucker, 
arlisle, Garfield, Money, ‘Turney, 
aswe ll, Garth, Monrve, Vance, 
halmers, Gause, Morgan, Van Vorhes, 
Clark, Alvah A. _ Gibson, Morse, Waddell, 
Clark of Missouri, Glover Muldrow, Ward, 
larke of Kentucky, Goode, Neal, White, Michael D. 
lark Rush Ganter, Norcross, Whitthorne, 
comer, Hardenbergh, Overton, Willams, Andrew 
Col b, Harris, Beery B Page, Williams, A 8. 
rs > Harris, John T. Patterson, T. M. Williams, James 
; onger, Harrison, Patterson, G. W. Williams, Jere N, 
Covert, Hart, Peddie, Willis, A. S. 
= x, Jacob D, Hartridg Phel Willits, 
a Hatcher, Pollard, Wilson, 
; eee Hayes, Pound, Wood, 
Cone Hendee Price, Yeates. 
Gmmings, Henry, Pugh, 
Davidson, Howitt, G. W. Rainey, 


Cutler, Lapham, Robinson, George D. Wren. 
Danford, Lathrop, Ryan, 

NOT VOTING—39. 
Atkins, Freeman, Ketcham, Starin, 
Bland, Hamilton, Pacheco, St: nger, 
Bliss, Harmer, Phillips Stewart, 
Blount, Haskell, Pridemore, Swann, 
Boone, Heunkle, Quinn, Throckmorton, 
Camp, Hewitt, Abram 5 Reilly Walker, 
Collins, Hunton, Roberts, Welch, 
Cook, James Robertson, Wright, 
Darrall, Jones, Frank Ross, Young. 


Douglas, 


Kelley, 
So the bill was passed. 
During the roll-call, 
Mr. HARTRIDGE stated that his colleague from Georgia, Mr. 

Cook, was detained from the House by illness. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Schleicher, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I rise to a privileged question. 

Mr. TUCKER. I rise to move that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the joint resolution 
which I reported the other day from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot move the House into Com- 
mittee of the Whole to consider specially that joint resolution, but 
he may raise the question of consideration as against private bills. 
The Chair in the mean time desires to recognize the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. SINGLETON,] who rises to make a report from the 
Committee on Printing, which he has a right to do at any time. 

MATERIALS FOR PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. SINGLETON, from the Committee on Printing, reported back 
with an amendment the bill (S. No. 461) to further regulate the pur- 
chase of materials for public printing and binding. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the Joint Committee on Printing 
to give permission to the Public Printer to purchase material in open 
market whenever in their opinion it would not promote the public 
interest to advertise for proposals and to make contracts for the 
same. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Printing was to add 
to the bill the following: 


Provided, however, That the purchases authorized by this act shall not in any 
term of six months exceed the sum of $50 for any particular article required 


The amendment was agrced to. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third reading ; and it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved to lay the motiou to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


Mr. SINGLETON also, from the same committee, reported back, 
with the recommendation that it do not pass, the bill (IL. R. No. 
1718) for the publication and distribution of a new edition of the 
Medical and Surgical History of the War; which was laid on the 
table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was laid on the table; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LABOR IN EUROPE AND AMERICA. 


Mr. SINGLETON also, from the same committee, reported back, 
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with an adverse recommendation, a resolution to print 800 copies of 
the report ou education and labor in Europe and America; which 
was laid on the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was laid on the table; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. TUCKER. I move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of tak- 
ing up the joint resolution (H. R. No. 90) reported from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, extending the time for the withdrawal of 
distilled spirits now in bond until July 1, 1878. I will say to the 
House that if they will agre@ to go into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union I will move that general debate shall 
not exceed ten minutes, so that it will not take up much time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee has demanded 
the regular order, which is reports from committees of a private na- 
ture. The Chair will submit the question to the House. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am willing to yield ten minutes to the gentle- 
man from Virginia for the purpose of having his joint resolution 
acted on. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia[ Mr. TUCKER] can- 
not move to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
for the purpose of considering the resolution, but when the House is 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union he can there 
move to lay aside the preceding business. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will yield with the understanding that it shall 
not occupy more than ten minutes, so that it will not take up much 
time. 

Mr. HALE. How can the motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole be made until after the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. A motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union is in order before or after the morning 
hour. 

Mr. HALE. Not on private bill day if the regular order is called 
for 

Mr. TUCKER. But the regular order is not called for. 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, yes it is! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is endeavoring to get at the disposition 
of the House in regard to business. 

Mr. MILLS. In order to test the disposition of the House, I move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. That motion is not in order until after the 
morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The disposition of the House can be tested on 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia. If the House desires 
to-day to proceed with private business of course they will vote 
down the motion of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. HALE. But is that motion in order after the regular order 
has been called for? To me it seems not. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the regular order of 
business being called for, it is the call for reports from committees of 
a private nature. The House must, of course, refuse to procked with 
the regular order if it agree to the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia, and the motion of the gentleman from Virginia is as con- 
venient a one as any other to test the sense of the House upon the 
subject. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I hope there will be no objection made to the 
consideration of that joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BURCHARD. If there is nv objection, I suppose I may say a 
word. 

Several Members. Regular order! 

Mr. FINLEY. What is the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 

rinia? 
" The SPEAKER. Technically the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia is that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, which in effect, however, lays aside the 
regular order of the House, which is reports from committees of a 
private nature. 

Mr. FINLEY. But I understand that the gentleman from Texas 
[ Mr. MILLs] moved that the House go into Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the gentleman from Texas 
to make that motion, but on a moment’s reflection he was aware that 
it was not in order to do that until after the call of committees for 
reports of a private nature during the morning hour to-day. 

Mr. BURCHARD., If this question in relation to distilled spirits 
is to be acted on at all, I think it should be acted on this morning. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken on Mr. TUCKER’s motion; and on a division 
there were—ayes 86, noes 71. 

Mr. HALE. I call for the yeas and nays. This is a sufficiently 
important matter to have a record of it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The qnestion was taken; and there were— 
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voting 42; as follows: 


YEAS—146. 
Aiken, Davidson, Hooker, 
Banks, Davis, Joseph J. House, 
Banning, Dibrell, Hubbell, 
Beebe, Dickey, Ittner, 
Bell, Durham, Jones, James T. 
Bicknell, Eden, Jorgensen, 
Blackburn, Eickhoff, Kenna, 
Blount, Elam, Kimmel, 
Bouck, Ellis, Knapp, 
Boyd, Ellsworth, Knott, 
Bragg, Errett, Ligon, 
Brentano, Evans, James L. Luttrell, 
Bridges, Evins, John H. Lynde, 
Bright, Ewing, Naish, 
Brogden, Felton, Manning, 
Buckner, Finley, Marsh, 
Bundy, Forney, Martin, 
Burchard, Fort, Mayham, 
Cabell, Franklin, McKenzie, 
Cain, Garfield, McMahon, 
Caldwell, John W. Garth, Metcalfe, 
Caldwell, W. P. Gause, Mills, 
Calkins, Gibson, Money, 
Carlisle, Giddings, Morgan, 
Chalmers, Glover, Morrison, 
Clark, Alvah A. Goode, Morse, 
Clark of Missouri, Gunter, Muldrow, 
Clarke of Kentucky, Hardenbergh, Muller, 
Clymer, Harris, Henry R. Oliver, 
Cobb, Harris, John T. Patterson, T. M. 
Cole Harrison, Phelps, 
Collins, Hartridge, Pollard, 
Covert, Hartzell, Pridemore, 
Cox, Samuel §. Hatcher, uinn, 
Cravens, Henry, Rea 
Crittenden, Herbert, Reagan, 
Culberson, Hewitt, G. W. Rice, Americus V. 

NAYS—104. 
Aldrich, Davis, Horace Keightley, 
Bacon, Deering, Ketcham, 
Bagley, Denison, Killinger, 
Baker, John H. Dunnell, Landers, 
Baker, William H. Dwight, Lapham, 
Ballou, Eames, Lathrop, 
Bayne, Evans, I. Newton Leonard, 
Bisbee, Field, Lindsey, 
Blair, Foster, Mackey, 
Brewer, Gardner, McCook, 
Briggs, Hale, McGowan, 
Browne, Hanna, eakinbs. 
Burdick, Harris, Benj. W. itchell, 
Butler, Haskell, Monroe, 
Cannon, Hayes, Norcross, 
Casewell, Hazelton, O'Neill, 
Chittenden, Hendee, Overton, 
Clatlin, Henderson, Page, 
Clark, Rush Hewitt, Abram S. Patterson, G. W. 
Conger, Humphrey, Peddie, 
Cox, Jacob D. Hungerford, Phillips, 
Crapo, Hunter, Potter, 
Cummings, James, Pound, 
Cutler, Jones, John 8. Powers, 
Danford, Joyee, Price, 
Darrall, Keifer, Pugh, 

NOT VOTING—42. 

Atkins, Frye, Loring, 
Benedict, Fuller, Neal, 
Bland, Hamilton, Pacheco, 
Bliss, Harmer, Reilly, 
Boone, Hart, Roberts, 
Camp, Henkle, Robertson, 
Campbell, Hiscock, Ross, 
Candler, Hunton, Schleicher, 
Cook, Jones, Frank Smalls, 
Douglas, Kelley, Starin, 
Freeman, Lockwood, Stenger, 





JANUARY 25, 


yeas 146, nays 10: 


4, not 


Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Sapp, 
Sasice 
Scales, 
nee, 
Shallenberge 
Shelley, sabi 
Bingleton, 
Smith, Willig 
Southard, =s 
Sparks, 
Springer, 
Steele, 
Stone, Joseph C, 
ae. 
‘ownshend, R. 
Tucker, me 
Turner, 
Turney, 
Vance, 
Waddell, 
Watson, 
White, Harry 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, A. §, 
Williams, James 
Williams, Jere N. 
vo Albert 8. 
illis, Benjamin A. 
Wilson, eas 
Wood, 
Wright, 
‘eates, 


Young. 


Rainey, 
Randolph, 

Reed, 

Rice, William W 
Robinson, George D, 
Robinson, Milton 8, 
Ryan, 

Sampson, 
Sinnickson, 
Slemons, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Stone, John W. 
Strait, 

amen 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton, 
Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M. L 
Van Vorhes, 
Walsh, 

Ward, 

Warner, 

White, Michael D. 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C. G. 
Willits. 


Stephens, 
Stewart, 
Throckmorton, 
Veeder, 

Wait, 

Walker, 

Welch, 
Williams, Richard 
Wren. 


So the motion to postpone for the present the consideration of 
private business was agreed to. 


During the call of the roll the following announcements were 


made: 


Mr. FRYE. Iam paired with Mr. Hunton, of Virginia. 
Mr. MAISH. My colleague, Mr. STENGER, is detained from the 


House by illness. 


Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. My colleague, Mr. Ross, is detained 
from the House by sickness. 
The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 
I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and I make that motion for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of the joint resolution in relation 
distilled spirits in bond. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. With the understanding that debate shall be 
limited to ten minutes. 
The SPEAKER. There was no such understanding. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. 1 think there was. 


Mr. TUCKER. 


The SPEAKER. 


If there was the Chair was not apprised of it. 


The Chair stated at the time that there could not be any condition 
attached to the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and declined to entertain the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] to go into Committee of the 
Whole on a particular bill or joint resolution. The only motion 10 
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—————— 


. the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the state 

nion. If that is agreed to, then the Committee of the Whole 
an lay aside any bill it chooses for the purpose of reaching any par- 

ticular pill. That is provided for in the rule. a 

“Mr. ELLSWORTH. Is it competent now to move to limit debate 

“the joint resolution relative to distilled spirits to ten minutes? 

ve SPEAKER. Under what rule? 

I do not know. 


ordetT | 


the U 


0 


on 


The 


Mr. ELLSWORTH. r 
" he SPEAKER. The Chair does not know, either. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. I wanted the Speaker to find out. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair agrees with the gentleman that there 
js no rule of that sort. { Laughter. } , 

Mr. TUCKER. The House will bear me witness that when I made 
the motion, I stated that so far as the friends of this measure were 
eoncerned they did not want to occupy more than ten minutes; and 
if there is any mode by which we can do so, I am perfectly willing 
now to limit the diseussion to that time. J i 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would entertain the motion that all 
seyeral debate on the joint resolution referred to be limited to ten 
minutes, pending a motion to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Would that be in order until that joint resolu- 
tion had been reached in Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. SAYLER. The House can limit general debate on all possible 
propositions, which of course would include this one. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I make the motion to limit debate to ten 

nutes. 

i HALE. This is a very important matter, involving some 
millions to the Treasury. There is no business of more importance 
than this to be considered to-day, and I trust that gentlemen will 
not seek to stifle a fair debate upon the merits of this question. Let 
the House go into Committee of the Whole in the ordinary way. 
There will be no disposition to prolong debate or to delay action 
more than is necessary. Letus havea fair presentation of the merits 
of the bill by those who are in favor of it, and let the opposition 
have a fair opportunity to present their objections. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole can rise at any 
time and ask of the House an order limiting debate. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly; there should be no limitation at present. 
Mr. SAYLER. There should be a limitation on the general de- 
bate; there ean be no limitation made now on the debate under the 
five-minutes rule. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I understand that the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue recommends the passage of this joint resolution, and 
that the Committee of Ways and Means unanimonsly recommend its 
vassage. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. That is so. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. That is satisfactory to me, and therefore I 
insist upon my motion. 
Mr. BURCHARD. If the gentleman desires to have an order lim- 
iting debate, I hope he will modify bis motion so as to allow one hour 
for general debate, a half an hour on each side. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. There is no reason in the world for doing that. 
This is private-bill day, and we want to get at private bills. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from indiana [Mr. CALKINs] rises 
to a question of order. 
Mr. CALKINS. I understand that a motion is pending to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. And pending that motion, the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. ELLSWORTH] moves that all general debate be limited 
to ten minutes on any bill in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. That motion is in order. 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend by making the limit one hour. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

_ The question recurred on the motion that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and being 
taken, there were—ayes 121; noes 39. 

So the motion was agreed to. 
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PAYMENT OF WAR DEBTS. 


Mr. MILLS. Before the House goes into Committee of the Whole, 
lask for two minutes to present a question of privilege. ° 

the SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. MILLS. On the th day of Januarydhe Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, through the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. BraGG,]} 
reported adversely the bill (H. R. No. 1583) to authorize and provide 
for the payment of all debts contracted by the Government in cer- 
tain States therein named since the close of the war, and I requested 
that it be carried to the Calendar. The Clerk made a mistake and 
entered on the Journal the order to lay the bill on the table. I ask 
that the Journal be corrected. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent the bill will go upon the 
Private Calendar in accordance with the request of the gentleman 
from Texas, [ Mr. MILLSs,] who had a right to ask that it should go 
there when the bill was reported. 

Mr. MILLS. I made the request at the time, and the gentleman | 
from Wisconsin agreed to it. 

rhe SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the bill in question will | 
take its place on the Private Calendar. | 

There was no objection. 
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not in order. 
bill in succession as it is reached. 





COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 
The House then resolved itself into Committee of the Whole House 
n the state of the Union, (Mr. CARLISLE in the chair.) 
The Clerk read the title of the first bill on the Calendar, as follows: 


“A bill (H.R. No. 2507) making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and for 
other purposes.” ; 


Mr. TUCKER. I move that all prior bills on the Calendar be 


passed over in order totake up the joint resolution (H. R. No. 90) ex- 
tending the time for the withdrawal of distilled spirits néw in bond 
until July 1, 1878. 


The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gentleman from Virginia is 
It is in the power of the committee to lay aside each 


Mr. DURHAM. Ido not ask the committee to proceed now with 
he consideration of the Military Academy bill. I move that it be 


laid aside for the present. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The Clerk read the title of the next bill on the Calendar, as follows: 


“A bill (H. R. No. 2686) making appropriations for fortifications and 
other works of defense, and for the armament thereof for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1579, and for other purposes.” 


Mr. TUCKER. I move that that bill be laid aside for the present. 
Mr. CONGER. That is not the bill next in order on the Calendar. 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis the next appropriation bill. 

The Clerk read the title of the next bill on the Calendar, as follows: 


“A bill (H. R. No. 257) granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 


ors of the Mexican and other wars therein named.” 
Mr. TUCKER. I move that that bill be laid aside. 
Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I desire to ask a question of the Chair. 


I wish to know if this bill is laid aside for the present whether or 


10t it will lose its place on the Calendar ? 
The CHAIRMAN. It will not. 
Mr. SAYLER. It does not affect the position of the bill at all. 
Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Then I have no objection to the bill 


being laid aside. 


The Clerk commenced to read the title of the next bill on the Cal- 


endar, as follows: “ A bill (H. R. No. 942) to authorize the Secretary 
of War” 





Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, how has the Clerk reached that bill? 


There was no vote on passing over the previous one. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I object to the bill granting pensions to the 


Mexican veterans being laid aside. 


Mr. BLACKBURN. I will say to the gentleman from California 


that that bill is made a special order for Tuesday. 


Mr. CONGER. I ask that the title of the pension bill be again read. 
The title was again read. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I make the »oint of order that that bill by 


a vote of the Committee of the Whole was passed over for the 
present. 


Mr. PRICE. No, sir; I objected to its being passed over. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. If that bill cannot be made a special order I 
object to its being laid aside. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I understand it has been made a special order 
already. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I believe I have charge of that bill 
and not the gentleman from California. I am perfectly willing that 
it shall be laid aside for the present. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope the committee will consider this pension 
bill now. 

Mr. BEEBE. I rise to a question of order. It is that the bill the 
title of which has just been read by the Clerk having been made a 
special order by the House it is not competent for the Committee of 
the Whole to take it out of the special order made. 

Mr. DUNNELL. What evidence is there of the bill having been 
made aspecial order? Isee nosuch evidence on the printed Calendar. 

Mr. SAYLER. It is very easy for the Clerk to determine that ques- 
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the bill has not 
been made a special order. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I supposed that was the case. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I can find no record that it has been made a 
special order. 

Mr. SPARKS. It has not. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I insist on the bill being considered now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question ison the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] to lay aside the bill the. title of which 
has been read by the Clerk. 

The question being put, the Chairman stated that in the opinion 
of the Chair the “ ayes” had it. 

Several members called for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 90, noes 64. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I call for tellers. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Is this a vote to lay aside whisky ? 

Mr. THOMPSON. No, it is a vote to lay aside pensions. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. LUTTRELL and Mr. TUCKER were 
appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 110, 
noes 69. 

So the bill was laid aside. 
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The Clerk read the title of the next bill on the Calendar, as follows: 





JANUARY 25 


“sy 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tucker) 


“A bill (H. R. No. 942) to authorize the Secretary of War to construct a | has occupied tive minutes. 


bridge across the Potomac River at or near the Three Sisters Island.” 

Mr. TUCKER. 1 move that that bill be laid aside. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The next business on the Calendar was the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 00) extending the time for the withdrawal of distilled spirits now 
in bond until July 1, ls73. 

Mr. TUCKER. I ask the Clerk to read the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, &c., That the time within which distilled spirits in distillery ware- 
houses are required to be withdrawn therefrom pursuant to the conditions of any 
warehousing bond taken within one year prior to the passage of th's resolution, 
upon the eutry of such spirits into such warehouse, under the provisions of sec- 
tion 3293 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, shall, on written request 
being made, as herein specified, be extended nntil and including the 30th day of 
June, 1878: Provided, That in each case of such extension there shall be indorsed 
upon or os to the warehousing bond a written request for such extension 
and acknowledging their liability under the terms of said bond for the pemod for 
which the said extension is granted, as if the sane were inserted in the body of 
said bond, to be duly executed by the principal and sureties of the bond and ac- 
knowledged by each of them before a collector or deputy collector of internal rev- 
enne, or some officer authorized to take the acknowledgment of deeds: Provided 
Surther, That the sureties on the said bond are, at the time of such request, satis- 
factory to the collector of the district, and, if not satisfactory, that an additional 
warehousing bond, with sureties satisfactory to the collector, shall be given. 

The CHAIRMAN. All general debate on this bill is limited toone hour. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I call for the reading of the report that accom- 
panies the resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that there is no report. 

Mr. TUCKER. In the one hour’s debate to which the considera- 
tion of this resolution is limited, the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
HALE] will have one-half of that hour at his disposal. I — to 
open the debate for only a short time and then will yield a part of 
my half hour to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. BURCHARD. ] 

Mr. Chairman, there is great agitation in the country at present 
upon the question of the reduction of the tax upon distilled spirits. 
What will be the action of the Committee of Ways and Means or 
what will be the action of the House or the Senate no man now can 
tell. in the mean time those who are interested in distilling spirits 
and holding spirits in bond now under a limitation for one year are 
in this extraordinary emergency: all the whisky that has been in 
bond for one year has now to be withdrawn from month to month 
during the period of this agitation on the prospect of a reduction of 
the tax. ‘There is a tendency to a reduction of price in the market 
and the consequence is that the distiller who withdraws his whisky 
from bond is compelled to pay ninety cents tax with the market fall- 
ing on him in view of the reduction of the tax, and the consequence 
is that he is required to pay so heavy a tax that it withdraws that 
amount of his capital to be bestowed upon a product that he cannot 
get asale for. Hence there is great danger that a large number of 
these distillers, from whom the Government obtains so large a reve- 
nue, may go down under the agitation of this question. The effect 
of that will be this, that so much capital is abstracted from their in- 
dustry in order to pay this tax that they will cease to distill anda 
great many of them now are talking of stopping their distilleries and 
many have already stopped. The result of a stoppage of these dis- 
tilleries will be that in the future there will be less whisky to be 
taxed by the Government and the revenues of the Government may 
be affected by the action of the House in refusing to pass this resolu- 
tion. On the contrary, if this resolution is passed we extend the 
time for whisky to be in bond only until the 30th of June next. The 
whisky will remain in bond, but the tax will not have to be paid 
during that period, and the amount of money that would be needed 
for the payment of taxes would be used in the manufacture of whisky 
and the business will go on and prosper and the usual revenue of the 
Government will be unaffeeted by it. This is a matter which con- 
cerns a large interest from which the country derives a large revenue. 

I went, on Saturday last, to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
for the purpose of laying the question before him. He agreed'with 
me that it was important that Congress should take action immedi- 
ately upon this subject that the Government depends upon so greatly 
for its revenue, and he suggested, and I entirely concurred with him, 
that he himself would draw up a resolution that would be satisfac- 
tory to him as protecting the Government and that I should offer it 
in the Honse. He did draw up the resolution. He sent it to me on 
Monday last; but I was detained from the House and my friend the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] offered it and had it 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. The Committee of 
Ways and Means instructed me to report it with only one amend- 
ment,andthat oneamendment is acknowledged on all hands to be more 
for the protection of the Government than the resolution as drawn 
by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. So that the whole ques- 
tion is shall we during the agitation of this question save from bank- 
ruptey and ruin, I will not say the “golden geese ”—for I do not wish 
to speak disreputably of this class of persons—but the “ golden geese,” 


I might say, who are to lay golden eggs for the Government, and | 


break down that interest ? 

Mr. PRICE. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. TUCKER. I cannot yield if it is to be taken out of my time. 
The gentleman can ask the question in his own speech. I propose 
now to yield to the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. BurcHarp.} I 
would before doing so inquire how much time I have occupied f 
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Mr. TUCKER. Then I yield for ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Iliinois, (Mr. BURCHARD,] and retain a part of my time under my 
own control, rs 

Mr. BURCHARD. I think it would have been better had the ques. 
tion been presented squarely to the House and to the committes 
whether there should be a redaction of the tax on distilled spirits: 
but the Committee of Ways and Means were not ready to report on 
that question, and, as has been said pending the discussion and agi. 
tation of the question of reduction, there is danger of financial ruin 
falling upon those who are engaged in the production of what are 
called table whiskies. This agitation does not affect those engaged 
in the production of high wines, alcohol, or other spirits that require 
rectification before they are put on the market; but in portions of 
the country the distillers are in the habit of keeping whisky two or 
three years in their Own possession or the possession of others who 
are engaged in a business that allows them to produce spirits, with. 
out going through the process of rectification; and they have under 
the law one year’s time during which their whisky can be held jy 
bond in a distillery warehouse, and at the expiration of that time 
they are required to withdraw from the distillery warehouse and pay 
the tax due. j 

From that time on they must either use their own capital or bor- 
row money upon the whisky while ripening for table use in order to 
continue their business. 

I have been informed by members of the House and by gentlemen 
engaged in the business that it is the custom of these distillers at the 
end of the year to make arrangements with bankers and capitalists 
to advance them a large portion or all of the money necessary to pay 
the tax while they continue to use their ordinary capital in purelias- 
ing material to carry on the production of spirits. In other words, 
if a house pays to the Government $1,000,000 tax a year it would 1 
quire less than $200,000 to purchase the necessary material and to 
pay their ordinary expenses; and it would require a distiller for ove 
year to employ but $200,000 or less of actual capital. But at the end 
of the year, after he has produced that value of whisky, he must ad- 
vance $1,000,000 in order to pay the tax, and that amount a large 
number of such distillers have to borrow. The whisky is not ready 
for market, but is carried by the distiller of fine whiskies and his 
creditor until fit for market. 

Now, pending the agitation of this question in Congress these gen- 
tlemen who have been carrying their spirits in bond for a year, and 
some of whom without action by Congress must withdraw it during 
the next month, cannot get the money necessary to pay the tax, for 
no capitalist will loan ninety cents per gallon on a product the cost 
of which without the tax is less than twenty cents, and which with 
the tax at fifty cents must sell for twenty or more under the tax of 
ninety cents now required to be paid. It will ruin some of the weaker 
distillers who depend upon borrowed capital to help them carry the 
tax. 

I regret the agitation of this subject. Iam for an early consider- 
ation of the question of reduction. I voted with the Committee of 
Ways and Means for an immediate consideration of this resolution, 
but preferred and favor a declaration on the part of the House against 
making any reduction. For one I am utterly opposed to any redue- 
tion of this tax. I dp not believe that the Government can afford it 

Last year we collected from distilled spirits about $51,000,000, a 
sum greater than we have collected for any other period from this 
source. The receipts from all sources of internal revenue, so far as 
they have come into the Treasury for the five months ending Decem- 
ber 1 of the present fiscal year, are less than they were during the 
corresponding months of the preceding year. Without this agitation 
and without postponing the collection of $5,500,000 from 6,000,000 

allons of spirits, now in bond, that would be affected by the reso- 
ution, the receipts from internal revenue will be from one to two 
millions less than last year. I do not think we can afford to make 
any reductions in this tax. I have here a statement of the amount 
vollected each year under the different rates of tax. Gentlemen 
have told you that with the tax at seventy cents or, as some say, 
sixty cents, or others fifty cents a gallon you can collect as much as 
from a higher rate. In that they are utterly mistaken. They are 
not sustained by the figures or the reports. Le 

I submit a statement ebtained from the Office of the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue that confirms my opinion : 

Statement showing the number of gallons of spirits distilled from materials 
other than apples, peaches, or grapes, on which the tax was returned 1 
this office, together with the amount of tax returned and the rate of (2 

per gallon, for the several fiscal years from 1863 to 1877. 











| 
Year end-| Total Number of gal- Amountof rev- | -potai amount 
ing June) — apuier lons at each | Rateof| nue returned 2 poten 
Se. gallons. 








rate. tax. | at each rate. 
1863 ....... 16, 149,954.00 | 16, 149,954.00 | $0 20 | $3, ame, oe 79 | $3, 229, 990 70 
con 403 os |§ 36, 963,595.00] 20 | 11,372,719 002) os gui wi 8 
mer sense 85, 295, 903.05 ]FO0 SSiezoses | 60 | 17,050,073 #35) 
(4 £28 ous. 8 20 | | 965, 705 16 | 
4.828, 523.83] — 60] 2 897,115 50 (| 15 995, 701 66 
TD ene | 16, 96, 780, 13 } dasa ia oo | 150 | 4 amr 00 15, 905, 7 
2 426,576.5 | 200] 4,853,153 00) | 





1878. 


Statement showing the number of gallons of spirits distilled from materials 
P other than apples, peaches, or grapes, §c.—Continued. 


























= ile _. | Number of gal- | , | Amount of rev- 

Year une | Petal number | “ons at each | Pte of | enue returned | Total amount 
- of gallons. rate. * | at each rate. ee 

| 

qq ee ~| 

06 ....-..| 14,599, 289.07 | 14,599, 287.07 | @2 00 |g29, 198, 578 15 578 15 

a 14 148,932.15 | 14.14%, 132.15 | 2 00 | 28 296,264 31 | 25) 298, 264 31 

8 . 6, 709,546.37 | 6, 709,546.37 | 2 00 | 13,419,002 74 | 13, 419, 092 74 
i. 95,561.43} 2 00 NO S00 OO Rdicn ‘aon: tnt 

1869 61, 188, 559.13 |$ 61 ger’ 997.7 | 50 | 30, 545,905 es 5 {8 735, 121 7 

1970 77, 266, 368.26 | 77, 266, 368. 26 50 | 38, 633,184 13° | 38,633, 184 13 

etl ons.) 59, #42, 616.96 | 59, 842, 66, 96 50 | 29/921, 308 48 | 29,991,308 48 

ae '| 65, 145,880.32 | 65, 145, 880. 32 50 | 32,572,940 16 | 32,572,940 16 
E a 14, 725, 943 12 50 | 7,362,971 562 . 

1873 ....-- | 62, 645, 154. 02 § ie 219; 210.9 70 | 33,753,447 62 §| 41, 116, 419 18 

one | 61,814, 874.07 | 61,814, 874.7 720 | 43,270, 412 29° | 42,970, 412 29 

| se Nae | ¢ 53, 948, 980. 00 70 | 37, 764,285 8221 ge psc . 

1875 .---- 62, 668, 709. 00 i &, 719,729.00 | 90 | 7,847, 755 62 5| 4% 612, O41 64 
: ee 1¢ 4,040; 504. 00 70 | 2.228.353 132] <p - 

WB wsicsss 57, 340, 471. 00 |) 53" 909) 967. 00 90 | 47,969,970 71 § | 50, 798, 323 64 
a 4 6 | 82,939.00 70 58,057 1721 2. coo x 

a 57, 016, 248. 00 | > 56 933° 309. v0 90 | 51,239,978 445 | 51, 228, 035 61 








~The above statement is made up from reports of collectors to this office on form 
® and shows the amount of tax actually returned during the several fiscal years. 
(See pages 118, 119, 120, Commissioner's report for 1474.) 

By act of July 1, 1862, the tax imposed on distilled spirits was 20 cents per gal- 
lon: by act of March 7, 1264, it was raised to 60 cents; by act of July 1, 1864, to 
$1.50; January 1, 1865, it was raised to $2; by act of July 20, 1868, it was reduced 
to 0 cents; by act of June 6, 1872, it was raised to 70 cents; by act of March 3, 
1875, it was increased to 90 cents. 

By the provisions of section 59, act of July 20, 1963, a tax of 10 cents per gallon 
in addition to the tax of 50 cents was imposed on all distilled spirits in warehouse 
at the time said act went into effect, to be paid when the same were withdrawn 
from warehouse. Twenty-four million three hundred and eighty-three thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-one and three-tenths gallons were subject to this tax. 

Section 56 of the same act provided that all distilled spirits in warehouse shall, 
within nine months after the passage of said act, be withdrawn from warehouse, 
and the taxes pald thereon. Section 1, act of April 10, 1869, extended the time of 
such withdrawal to June 30, 1269, but imposed an additional tax of 1 cent per gal- 
jon per month on such spirits as were not withdrawn prior to April 20, 1869. Five 
million one hundred and sixty-nine thousand five hundred and twenty-seven gal- 
lons were subject to this tax. 

Two million four bundred and ninety thousand and ninety dollars and forty cents, 
the amount collected under these two provisions, added to $30,735,121.71, give 
$33,225,212.11, the sum found opposite number 2 on page 119 Commissioner's report 
for 1874. 

OFFICE OF INTERNAL REVENUE, 

Washington. November 22, 1877. 
You may take an exceptional year, after the reduction had been 
made from $2 to fifty cents, asin the year 1870, when there was no 
large amount of spirits on the market, and when distillers thonght 
that the reduction of the tax would create an immense demand for dis- 
tilled spirits. Then you will find that the amount produced was some 
77,000,000 gallons. But the year after that the amount produced was 
only 59,000,000 gallons, but little more than the amount produced last 
year at a tax of ninety cents per gallon. The next year after that 
$52,500,000 were collected. Thatis,in 1871 there were about $30,000,000 
of tax collected, and in 1872, when there were no disturbing causes 
andthe normal amount of spirits produced, there were only $32,500,000 
collected. 
Now will the House make the reduction in this tax which is asked ? 
If so, a tax must be put on tea and coffee, or an additional tax on 
sugar or something else to raise the necessary amount. I do not be- 
lieve the House will vote for such a change. In 1874 the amount of 
tax collected at seventy cents per gallon was a little over $43,000,000, 
about $8,000,000 less than the amount which was collected last year 
at ninety cents per gallon. In 1872 at fifty cents per gallon theamount 
of the gallon tax was over $18,000,000 less than last year at ninety 
cents, 
_Ithinkthe House should stop this agitation, which not merely affects 
Kentucky and the regions where the finer qualities of whisky are 
pens, but upsets the business in the whole country. This 
ouse should say at once, and decisively, that they cannot and will 
not reduce the tax on distilled spirits. But if you compel these men, 
some of whom are opposed to a reduction, to withdraw their whisky 
from bond and pay the present rate of tax pending this agitation 
you will break up their business and destroy them. 
{Here the hammer fell. 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. TUC KER. How much time has been occupied on our side? 
The CHAIRMAN. Fifteen minutes. 
Mr. TUCKER. I now yield to the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. 
i who has a half hour that he can dispose of. 
Mr. HALE. 
_ others, This is by no means the first raid on the Treasury at the 
ands of @ majority of an economical House. If I have any previ- 
Sion it will not be the last by any means. It is simply an attempt 
- the part of a certain interest to take from the Treasury, or to 
cep from going into the Treasury, some millions of dollars which 
We are told from day to day is needed to be derived from the reve- 
oe the country in order to carry on the administration of pub- 
affairs, 

} The tax upon whisky was fixed years ago and now stands at ninety 
oye per gallon. There is no wide-spread dissatisfaction throughout 
the country with that rate of tax. 


I will not occupy all the time myself, but will yield | 
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It is generally accepted that the millions of dollars that are raised 
by this tax are raised wisely, and that if reduction is to take place 
it shall be elsewhere, where burdens bear upon and grind the people ; 
but it is believed by the people generally that this is a fair tax and 
should be continued in force. Now the whisky men do not believe 
They are in favor of, and are 
knocking at the doors of the Committee of Ways and Means and this 
House of Representatives for, a reduction of that tax. The boldest 
of them claim that it shall be brought down to twenty-five cents per 
gallon. Those less hardy and audacious claim that it shall be brought 
down to fifty cents per gallon. And this agitation raised by the 
whisky men, it is complained bere, has caused a fluctuation in the 
market and a reduction of price. And the parties who have raised 
the agitation and have brought abont the fluctuation and the un- 
certainty in the market by their greedy demand for reduction when 
other interests are taxed to death come in here and whine and com- 
plain because of this fluctuation that they have caused, and ask that 
they be allowed to withhold payment of the tax due from them until 
a tax bill can be passed that will reduce the rate of taxation. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, all the cireumlocution in the world may be used 
by my ingenious friend from Virginia who reports this bill, in his 
appeals to the House in regard to the hardship upon this class. But 
it all comes to this, that a tax settled by the people, and which we 
should look long and far before disturbing, is sought to be disturbed 
by the whisky interest, and resulting from that there is a fluctua- 
tion in the market; and they dare to come in here and urge the fluc- 
tuation they have themselves brought about in order to get a reduc- 
tion of the tax three, four, or five months in advance. Nothing 
can blink that issue. Nothing can change that issue. The purpose 
is to prevent their being obliged to pay that tax now until a lower 
rate can be established by a clamor upon Congress, and then it will 
be all put in at the lower rate. 

And who suffers? Not the whisky men. I have been—for from 
the beginning I have taken some interest in this question—I have 
been to the Internal Revenue Bureau in order to go into this matter 
thoroughly; and I have here a dispatch lately received from the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, in which he states that the 
amount of spirits that would be affected by the passage of this joint 
resolution would be six millions of gallons. This, by the way, is al- 
most entirely in a certain locality, a region largely in Kentucky, 
where the high-priced and fine whiskies are made; sour-mash whis- 
kies being made in Tennessee and in Virginia. By the law, which 
was made for all, and which obliged no man to go into the whisky 
manufacture, the whisky manufacturers a year ago, when they gave 
their bonds, agreed they would take out those six millions of gailons 
during the months of January, February, March, April, May, and 
June. And now what will be the result if this be postponed and a 
bill reducing the whisky tax is forced through? Why, the tax on 
this six millions of gallons at the present rate will be $5,400,000 that 
the suffering Government which gentlemen on the other side din into 
our ears early and late is in need of money will receive if we do not 
give a favor to this special interest. 

If in the mean time you allow them to hold this for six months or 
five months further and thereby throttle the machinery of the in- 
ternal revenue for collecting the whisky tax, and then pass a bill re- 
ducing it to fifty cents per gallon, what will be the loss to the Treas- 
ury? Two million four hundred thousand dollars will be taken from 
the Treasury and put into the pockets of the whisky men who have 
got this whisky now in bond. But if the bolder and higher flight is 
reached and the tax is reduced to twenty-five cents per gallon—and 
I sce by a paper published in Cincinnati, and I might have seen it in 
half a dozen others if I had looked over them, that is claimed and 
urged and demanded—you will have a loss to the Government of 
sixty-five cents per gallon, and $3,900,000 will be put into the hands 
of the whisky men who have given these bonds. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if that is done those $2,400,000 or $3,900,000 
that the Government loses must relentlessly be put upon something 
else; because another thing that we are told is that the revenues 
are short and we have no surplus. What will you tax, gentlemen, 
if you let these men wait five months longer and get the benefit 
of a law that lowers the rate on whisky? What will you tax to 
make up the deficit of $3,900,000 that has gone into the hands of the 
men who own this stock of whisky? For it must come from some- 
where. . 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. HALE. I beg the gentleman’s pardon ; I cannot yield at pres- 
ent. When I look over to the other side of the House I have in my 
eye many a man who is clamoring here about economy and the in- 
sufficiency of the revenues who has already voted for this on a stand- 
ing vote and who will be compelled to vote on the yeas and nays. I 
ask gentlemen of that class to pause, or else to tell me where this 
deficit is to be met. 

Mr. WILSON. Cannot this deficiency be raised by taxing the in- 
come of the country? 

Mr. HALE. Well, that is the remedy which the gentleman from 
West Virginia has. 

Now if I had time, which I have not, I would like to invite the 
opinion of a dozen gentlemen on the other side of the House who 
would tell you their panacea for supplying this deficit which must 
come by favoring the whisky interests. One gentleman from West 
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Virginia rises and threatens us with a renewal of the income tax. 
Another would want a direct tax on real estate; another would want 
to increase the tariff on iron, and so it would go, here and there. But 
over and above all, the whisky interests must be saved. The gen- 
tleman has said that these men are staggering under the burden rest- 
ing upon them and will be made bankrupt. I would deprecate that 
if it were useful. But to-day scores and hundreds of other interests 
are staggering under burdens. Are these men in any worse position 
who went into this business when the law fixed the tax at ninety 
cents? There are men who have gone into the iron interests and 
found a glutted market, and find starvation staring them in the 
face. Are these whisky men worse off than they are? Are they 
worse off than the men who invested in real estate three years ago 
in every city in the Union and find that they cannot realize one 
dollar on that investment and have ruin and despair confronting 
them? Are the whisky men who have gone into the business for 
profit, believing that they could make money by it, any worse off than 
scores of other interests which are asking for protection and getting 
none and no recommendation and no encouragement from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means? Yet, a resolution of this kind that was 
referred to the committee one day and reported back the next day to 
the House is sought to be forced through in violation of every rule of 
the House. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am free to say that I can hardly imagine any 
gentleman who would fairly consider this question and consider what 
we are asked to do, in the condition of the revenue and the condi- 
tion of other suffering and prostrate interests, who would like to 
make his record here, and now give favors prolonging the day for the 
payment of taxes to this interest, which ought at least to stand upon 
the same footing with every other interest of the country. 

Mr. Chairman, I might go on in the direction I have indicated, but 
other gentlemen hold the same views on this matter that I do, and 
I will now yield five minutes to the gentleman from Iowa, (Mr. 
PRICE. } 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Chairman, I think the presentation of this ques- 
tion to-day, under the circumstances, is an exhibition to the country 
that they will not be proud of. We have just, by a vote of this Com- 
mittee of the Whole, refused to consider a bill for the payment of 
soldiers and sailors who have risked their lives in defense of their 
country. That is one thing that has been done for the purpose of 
taking up a bill to relieve a particular interest in this country. The 
principal feature of the case is this: that it is class legislation in favor 
of a particular interest and against all other interests in the country. 
If gentlemen upon the other side, or those who advocate this meas- 
ure, can put a finger on a single point of general legislation in the 
history of the country similar to this, then | will say that they have 
some foundation on which to found an argument on that side. 

Substantially there are but four articles subject to taxation: 
whisky, tobacco, banks, and matches, The poorest woman or child 
in this city to-day, or in any other place in this Union, dare not buy 
a box of matches worth two and a half cents without paying a tax. 
If taxes assessed throughout the country are not paid by any other 
interest, you walk into the farmer’s field aud take his horses from the 
plow; you go into the merchant’s store and take the goods from his 
counter; and you go to a man’s cabin and if he has only one cow, you 
take that cow. These gentlemen have had a year to prepare them- 
selves for the payment of this tax. They understood, as has been 
well said before, just what they contracted to do when they went 
into the manufacture of liquor. They come in now and ask a little 
more than five months longer. During that time I presume no lob- 
byists would be here to get the tax on whisky reduced. Ob, no. No 
gentleman who has been here some years would think of anything of 
that kind. Sir, these lobbies, ample and spacious as they are, would 
be too small to hold the lobby which we would have here within 
thirty days for the purpose of getting this interest protected to the 
sacrifice of other interests. 

I asked the chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions to-day 
the prospect of reporting the pension bills to this House. He gave 
to me as one only of the reasons why they cou'd not be reported, that 
it would take $5,000,000 to pay the wounded soldiers of this country 
who risked their lives in defense of the flag and of the nation. And 
here it is proposed at one fell swoop to put $5,400,000 into the pock- 
ets of whisky manufacturers; those poor unfortunate down-trodden 
and depressed manufacturers, although we have no money to pay the 
soldiers and the widows of those who sacrificed their lives in defense 
of the country. Five millions of dollars is entirely too much to pay 
for that purpose, but $5,400,000 is a small pittance to give to the de- 
pressed whisky interests of the country. 

Another thing: the longer you leave the whisky in bond (I am 
justified by the history of the country in saying so) the less tax you 
will get upon it, It is a notorious fact that less whisky comes out of 
bond than goes in. Hundreds and thousands of barrels of whisky 
have gone into bond that have never come out. Barrels that went 
into bond full of whisky come out full of water, and of course no tax 
is paid on that. The only safety for the country in reference to this 
interest is to have this whisky taken out of bond and the tax paid 
on it as quickly as possible. And the higher the tax so much the 
better for the country. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 


Mr. HALE. I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from jj, 
(Mr. GARFIELD,]} a member of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I regret that I was compelled to be absent from 
the meeting of the Committee of Ways and Means the morning wh: 
this joint resolution was under discussion, and therefore I took = 
part in its consideration in committee. 

I appreciate all that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tyexg,) 
has said in regard to the serious effect upon the business of t}, coun. 
try of any threatened change in our revenue laws. Such a chan 
always produces a very serious effect. What he has said on thi, 
particular resolution is but one out of many examples of the seriogs 
effect produced when the manufacturers of the country are in antic. 
pation of some great and sweeping change, uncertain as yet jy; 
probable to come upon their various interests. ; ; 

I think, however, that no wise or just consideration of revenyp 
legislation can properly take out one from the whole mass of oy; 
industries and give it exceptional advantages, as this joint regoly. 
tion proposes to give to the manufacturers of distilled spirits, 1; 
this joint resolution be passed, and is followed up by a reduction of 
the tax on whisky, that will amount substantially to this: that )j 
the whisky now in existence and the tax upon which is suspended 
under the operation of this joint resolution until the Ist of July next, 
will escape the present rate of taxation and will pay only the reduced 
rate when it comes. That is the plain English of this joint resolution, 

Now there are certain classes of whisky products that will not—be. 
cause in their nature they cannot—avail themselves of this legislation, 
Those great manufacturers of ordinary high wines must sel! them at 
once, whether this joint resolution be passed or not. Therefore, a com- 
paratively small and exceptional class of manufacturers will be fay- 
ored by this legislation, and will pay upon what they are now man- 
ufacturing and what they have recently manufactured a smaller tax 
than the other manufacturers of distilled spirits will pay upon what 
they may manufacture during the same time. That will work a great 
relative injustice among the manufacturers of spirits themselves, 

I believe with the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tucker] that 
some relief ought to be given, but I think the relief ought to come 
in another way. Before we are through with the consideration of 
this subject we expect to have an opportunity to vote upon that other 
mode of relief. I think all gentlemen will agree in regard to the tax 
upon distilled spirits that only one rule should guide us. What is 
the maximum revenue that can be derived from that source? That is 
my guide in considering the question of tax on distilled spirits. 

I do not hesitate to say to the House that we have had an experi- 
ence which ought to teach us a great deal. We had a tax once of 
twenty cents per gallon; we had for a short time a tax of sixty cents 
per gallon, and for some years we had a tax of $2 per gallon. We 
found that we got less revenue when the tax was $2 per gallon than 
we did with any other rate of tax, except, perhaps, twenty cents per 
zallon, at which rate we received a little less than at $2 per gallon. 

‘hat shows that with the rate at twenty cents per gallon we were 
below the maximum revenue point, and that at $2 per gallon we were 
a great way above the maximum revenue point. 

When we were adjusting this tax a few years ago it was my opinion 
that about eighty cents per gallon was perhaps the highest point to 
which we could go; but the House and the Senate decided upon 
ninety cents, and that rate was adopted. This much ought to be 
said for the ninety-cents rate: we are collecting more revenue under 
it each year as the law is enforced. I have reason to believe, from 
my study of the subject, that we are more fully and more throughly 
collecting this tax each year. We are collecting over $51,000,000 a 
year upon it as the law now stands. The machinery against fraud 
is very carefully devised; and whether we could get more by putting 
it down to eighty cents I am quite sure no manu can tell with any 
certainty; but we are doing so well with the law as it now stands, | 
think the shortest way and the safest way out of our difficulty is to 
amend this joint resolution by instructing the Committee of Ways 
and Means, whatever changes they may make in the revenue laws, 
not to reduce the present amount of tax per gallon upon distilled 
spirits. That relieves all these gentlemen of uncertainty; that pr- 
tects the revenue against reduction; and that saves us from the 
charge of making a specialty of this one interest and favoring \t 
over all others. 

If we pass this bill why ought not the iron men to come here and 
ask favors? Why should they not come here and ask us to protect 
them against the dangers threatened by the proposed reduction of 
the tariff on iron? Why not the woolen and the silk men? Why 
not the tobacco and the cigar men? Why not the brewers and the 
great beer interest? Why not all the other, great interests which 
may consider that they are threatened? If we begin with this 
specific, partial, unequal mode of treating a great revenue law, we 
may never end it, and it will be a series of patches and plasters, and 
fixings-up which this House ought not to indulge in. 

There will be offered, when we come to the discussion under the 
five-minutes rule, an amendment which, if the House is willing t 
adopt it, will settle all this at once. I believe we oaght not to reduce 
the taxes at all, and therefore we ought not to puss this resolution. 

Mr. HALE. How much time have I left? 

The CHAIRMAN. Five minutes. ae 

Mr. HALE. I yield that time tothe gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. ConGER.]} 








1878. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


D719 


ESS 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Here the committee informally rose, and Mr. BaNNinG having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate was | 
communicated by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, informing the 
House that the Senate had vassed a bill (S. No. 608) authorizing and 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause the custom-house at 
Memphis to be constructed of Tennessee marble; in which the con- 
currence of the House was requested, 


DISTILLED SPIRITS IN BOND. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, it is known throughout the country 
that the Committee of Ways and Means, so far as we are able to 
penetrate the secret mysteries of their sittings and their purposes, 
are intending to propose to this House and to the country a reduction 
of the duties upon the products of our industry in many of the States, 
which would be much more dangerous, much more fatal to those in- 
terests than even the proposed reduction of the tax upon distilled | 
spirits. Sir, there is not a great interest in the United States but | 
stands threatened to-day with a greater evil than is impending over 
the whisky interest, and those engaged in those interests are trem- 
bling from hour to hour and from day to day in anticipation of the | 
revelations of the secret examination in the Committee of Ways and 
Means and their supposed intention to introduce free trade or a re- 
duction of the duties which now protect the various interests. 

Sir, the lambermen of the country in the three great lumbering States 
of the North and the lambering States of the South are trembling 
on the verge of bankruptcy. One of those great, strong lumber firms 
after another is yielding daily to the pressure. And, sir, all over the 
country the farmers, the producers of our wool, are awakening to the 
secret voice which tells them that their interests are to be attacked. 
That large portion of the people of the United States engaged in agri- 
cultural production, including especially the wool interest, are waiting 
to learn from hints and from suspicions that the reduction of the duty 
upon wool is to throw open to foreigners, in this hour of their trial, 
the markets of the United States to their loss and totheir ruin. They 
are appealing to Congress in advance—not to be paid beforehand, not 
to have laws passed beforehand relieving them—but to be protected 
as they have been. 

The salt-producing interests of the different States are threatened 
that their productions shall be thrown into the free list and come 
into competition with the world. 

Such, sir, is the case all over the land. There is no gentleman here 
on this floor but represents to a greater or less degree interests whose 
very existence is threatened if we may judge from the bills presented 
here and from the threatened action of the committee—threatened 
daily and hourly. But, sir, I will not stop, in the few moments I 
have, to enumerate these interests. 

There comes before this House a certain class of producers claim- 
ing pre-eminently the tender consideration of this House for their 
productions, the whisky interest of the United States; not those 
who produce alcohol and high wines; not those who produce spirits 
for manufacturing and commercial purposes, but, as the gentleman 
of the committee from Illinois has just told the House, those pro- 
ducers of table whisky, the producers of the whisky which men 
drink, the producers of the whisky which intoxicates, the producers 
of the whisky which makes the consumers stagger worse than the 
producers are staggering or can stagger. With what a wonderful 
appeal will this demand of the producers of table whisky for relief 
come to our constituents throughout the land! How will the tem- 
perance men, the red-ribbon men, look upon the Congress that will 
take upon itself not to relieve the manufacturers of alcohol and of 
high wines and of that class of liquors which is used for commercial 
and manufacturing purposes, but that undertakes to relieve and to 
stand by the producers of table whisky! 

_Sir, this House refused a moment ago and divided upon the ques- 
tion to consider on the day proper for considering it, and when we 
could reach the committee where it might be considered, the claims 
of soldiers and sailors for their pensions for services in the wars of 
the United States, for which thousands and hundreds of thousands 
of the good citizens of the United States have petitioned this House, 
not only this year but in Congress years before. That bill must be 
laid aside that whisky may comeup for consideration. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TUCKER. I now yield five minutes of my time to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN. } 

Mr. BLACKBURN, I protest against the effort that has been made 
by gentlemen on the other side of the House to divert the discussion 
upon this resolution to issues that are not involved. During the con- 
sileration of this joint resolution a gentleman has brought up the | 
question of the reduction of the tax on whisky. That is not in- 
volved, nor the question of the extension of time in which whisky | 
may be kept in bond, and their resort to that subterfuge only demon- | 
strates too clearly that they recognize the weakness of their position. 
It is not necessary for me to protest against their effort to infuse 








something of a partisan or political character into this discussion. 
One gentleman has attempted to do this. 
from Maine, [Mr. HALE. 


livering his lectures an¢ 
House 


I refer to the gentleman 
He may save himself the trouble of de- | 
reading his homilies to this side of the | 
upon what he terms their effort to make an unwarranted raid 


| action in this regard I am ready to defend him. 


upon the Treasury of the United States. The resolution which he 
assails was drawn up by his own efficient Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. Let him assail that official if he desires; and upon his 
The resolution comes 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, without objection from any 
member of that committee, either democrat or republican. 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Certainly, if it is not taken out of my time. 

Mr. HALE, Does the gentleman claim that this resolution origin- 
ated with the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, or was it not pre- 
pared in form when it was sought by the committee ? 

Mr. TUCKER. If my friend from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] 
will allow me, I will answer that part of it. : 

Mr. BLACKBURN, The gentleman from Virginia, a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, will answer for me upon that point 
as to his interview with the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 

This resolution affects an industry that is vital to the revenues of 
the country. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] comes from a 
State whose peculiar civilization will not permit this article to be 
manufactured upon its sacred soil, but whose Representatives in Con- 
gress have never yet found difliculty in voting to legalize its manu- 
facture and traffic in order to inflict a tax upon it for the support of 
the Government. But it is a fact that this industry furnishes to the 
internal revenue of the Government far more than half of the amount 
necessary to meet the interest on the national debt. He may not 
know it, but the State to which he alludes as the main beneficiary 
of the passage of this resolution pays more than five millions of rev- 
enue for the privilege of manufacturing whisky, while bis State pays 
$79,620 from all sources to the internal revenue. It may not be im- 
proper for me to remind him that since the repeal of the income tax 
all the New England States combined for all purposes pay less rev- 
enue than is paid upon this one article of whisky in that State to 
which he refers. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman would not surprise me if he stated that 
Kentucky paid twenty-five millions. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. No, sir; nor am I surprised at anything that 
comes from the gentleman from Maine whose modesty is proverbial 
and is here illustrated by his self-asserted custody of the revenue, 
coming as he does from a frigid, starveling State, that lives and feeds 
alone upon the industries of others, wrung from them by means of 
oppressive, unjust, and iniquitous tariff laws. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have informed the House, and 
I think I am entitled to assert that this resolution dees not pro- 
pose to decrease the revenue at all. It does not propose to release 
one single hold which the Government has upon the taxes which 
support it. It merely proposes to put a stop to the enforced collee- 
tion of the taxes until the 30th of June next; the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue believes it to be a fact, and every unprejudiced 
mind on this floor knows it to be the fact, that the agitation of the 
reduction of the tax has destroyed the maiket of the manufacturer. 

This resolution does not involve the question of reduction ; it does 
not involve the question of permanent extension of time in bond. It 
simply proposes, with the assurance of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue that the interests of the Government will not suffer thereby, 
to put a stay to the enforced collection of the tax frou now until the 
30th day of June next, in consideration of the destruction of their 
market by reason of the agitation of the question in this body. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. TUCKER. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. SAYLER. 

Mr. SAYLER. As a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means and as a Representative, in connection with my colleague, 
(Mr. BANNING, ] of a district that pays ten or eleven millions in rev- 
enue, I have of course taken very great interest in this matter. 
When this question was presented in the joint resolution introduced 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. BLACKBURN, } I took occasion 
to address a note to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. He has 
responded to me in such a frank and honest manner, although I do 
not believe he agrees with us as to the question of reduction, that I 
feel at entire liberty to present his letter to the committee. I ask 
that it may be read, and I thinkit ought to settle the question with 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] and with all the other gen- 
tlemen of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF INTERNAL REVENUR, 
Washington, January 21, 1878. 


Sm: I have your note of this instant in regard to the resolution introduced by 
Hon. J. C. 8S. BLACKBURN, making provision for extending the time for collecting 
the tax on spirits in bond until June 30, with a statement to the effect that you 
understand said resolution has the approval of this office. 

The question of reducing the tax on spirits has already largely affected the 
withdrawal of spirits for sale and is seriously affecting the business interests in- 
volved. It occurs to me as a very proper thing to do pending the discussion of 


| this question of reducing the tax to give distillers the option of allowing their prod- 


ucts to remain in bond. 
Very respectfully, 
GREEN B. RAUM, Commissioner. 
Hon. MILTON SAYLER, 
Member of Congresa. 


Mr. TUCKER. I now yield to the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
ELLSWORTH J three minutes of my time. 
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Mr. ELLSWORTH. I favored the consideration of this resolution, 
relying upon the recommendation of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue and the concurrence in that recommendation of every mem- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

I think now I understand the whole thing, and for myself I am 
totally opposed to this joint resolution. We are told here by a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means that the distillers who are 
ywreparing our table whisky are on the brink of failure, that they are 
Fikes to fail and will fail unless they are relieved. Now, sir, that is 
exactly what I want to see. [Laughter.] 

We are told that the country derives only $50,000,000 of revenne 
from the tax on whisky. That is a disgrace to the nation. I am 
opposed to relieving these manufacturers of a single dollar of tax. 
It is said that between four hundred and five hundred millions of 
dollars are paid yearly in this country for this very staff that ruins 
men, that blasts their lives, and from that the country gets the meager 
sum of $50,000,000 of tax. We had better directly tax our people and 
have them pay that amount, better a thousand to one. Therefore I 
say I understand this thing now. 

supposed that the Commissioner of Internal Revenue understood 
what he was about, that he understood the interests of our country. 
But this is not for the interests of the people of this country; it is 
directly against the interest of the poor laboring-men about whom 
we hear so much in this House. If we can destroy every brewery, 
every distillery of table whisky I shall be glad. If we can dry up 
every saloon in this country I shall be glad; especially if we can dry 
up the saloons under this House and under the Senate I shall rejoice. 
[Great laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I hardly think my time has expired; I want 
to talk longer. 

Mr. TUCKER. In closing this debate I wish to say that the gen- 
tleman from Michigan | Mr. ELLSworTH] would not have had any 
part of my time if I had known the speech he was going to make. 
{| Langhter.] The gentleman asked me to give him a portion of my 
time, and I have done so, and I do not think I am at all injured by 
his use of it. The gentleman is very much opposed to this joint res- 
olution, but is not at all opposed to the Government making a profit 
of this matter. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Yes, I am. 

Mr. TUCKER. Hold on. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Let me ask a question. 

Mr. TUCKER. Not now. The gentlemen on the other side have 
talked about class legislation. The gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. 
ELLSWORTH, ] the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. HALE, ] the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. GARFIELD, ] have all talked about class legislation. 
Sir, what is this legislation against tobacco and whisky but class 
legislation? You go down to the tobacco planter in Virginia and 
tell him that he shall grub and hoe his tobacco crop but shall not be 
allowed to sell one pound of his leaf-tobacco to anybody except a 
licensed manufacturer. 

Mr. PRICE. We do not tell him any such thing. 

Mr. TUCKER. Do notinterrupt me. You have had your time and 
shall have none of mine. You tell the tobacco planter that he shall 
sell to no one except a man licensed by Government to buy it. And 
what do you do with the whisky men? You put men to guard their 
distilleries, turn the key on their distilleries and put it in the pocket 
of a Government agent. And yet you say it is class legislation when 
the whisky men “dare”—to use the language of the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. HALE, ]—to come here and ask for relief. 

Does the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] tell the Heuse how 
much his State of Maine pays under the internal-revenue system ? 
In 1867 when taxation was distributed between incomes, cotton, to- 
bacco, whisky, all over the land, the State of Maine paid a little up- 
ward of $2,000,000 internal-revenue taxes; now she pays $100,000. 
New England paid $46,000,000 of internal-revenue taxes, and now she 
pays $4,000,000. Old Virginia, trodden down and blasted by the rav- 
ages of war, paid $2,000,000 upon her industries in 1867, and now she 
pays $8,000,000. The burden that New England has thrown off from 
ier shoulders has been laid down on the tobacco and whisky inter- 
ests of the South and the Southwest. 

Now I do not mean here to advocate any class legislation; but I 
claim here upon the ground of justice that if these people pay 
$50,000,000 a year, more than one-fifth of all the revenue of this Govern- 
ment, that is no reason why the gentleman from Maine [Mr. HaLr} 
shall say that we shall collect a tax of ninety cents when we have 
reduced it to fifty or sixty cents, and break up the very men who are 
paying this enormous revenue to the Government. 

ir. WAIT. I desire to ask the gentleman from Virginia one 
question ; will he yield for it? 

Mr. TUCKER. Certainly. 

Mr. WAIT. Let me ask him if the manufacturers of tobacco or 
distillers of whisky do not add the Government tax to the price of 
the article, and, when the article is sold in Pennsylvania, New York, 
and New England, do not the consumers pay the tax ? 

Mr. TUCKER. Holdon; I understand the question. Donot make 
it so long. 

Mr. WAIT. I wanted to make the question clear, and that is the 
reason why I made it so long. 

Mr. TUCKER. My friend is from Connecticut. 


Mr. WAIT. Yes, I am proud to say that I am. 

Mr. TUCKER. Suppose we were to put a tax of $10 upon it 
wooden nutmegs, would you get that tax as an addition to the Drie 
of the article if you sold them and the people were willing to jy, 
them? ¥ 

Mr. WAIT. Yes, if we found people willing to buy s0 valuabje , 
commodity, we should add the tax we had to pay the Governmen; S 
the manufacturer of tobacco or distiller would when disposing of 
his goods. - 

Mr. TUCKER. Yon asked the question ; I will give you an answer 
T ais is the point I make here: if tobacco to-day would rate jy the 
market at two cents per pound in the leaf you tax it twenty-¢ 
cents. , 

Mr. REED. They would have to pay that all over the coy 
and not in Virginia alone. 

Mr. WAIT. Will the gentleman from Virginia allow me one word? 

Mr. TUCKER. I cannot be further interrupted— 

Tray, Blanch, and Sweet-heart, see, they bark at me. 

[Langhter. } 

Mr. WAIT. The gentleman asked me a question; may I answer jt? 

Mr. TUCKER. No, sir. Now, the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Har} stated in an insinuating and insidious manner that there js g 
party in this House that are intending a raid on the Treasury, | 
want to ask him whether he includes me in any such party! ~ 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman asked me in a very forcible manner 
whether I intended to include him among those who design a raid 
upon the Treasury. I do not know but he represents the interes; 
engaged in that raid. 

Mr. TUCKER. I want to say to the gentleman from Maine, whey 
he intimates that I am one advocating any interest that is making q 
raid upon the Treasury, that I belong to no such party, and I know 
the gentleman’s insinuation was aimed at southern men on this side 
of the House. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Ring the southern bell, fire th; 
southern heart, and then we will have a row. [Great laughter and 
applause. } 

fr. TUCKER. I would say to my excitable friend from New York 
(Mr. TOWNSEND] who has snow on his head but a volcano in his 
heart—[ laughter }—the only instance that I know of where a voleano 
has snow on its top; I will say to my friend, for I so call him, as om 
relations have always been friendly, that when he talks of my firing 
the southern heart 1 would say to him more in sorrow than in anger 
that the fires of passion on the southern hearthstones have died out. 
[Applause.] No, sir; no, sir; the gentleman knows me too well to 
suppose that I would raise apy sectional animosities; he knows me 
well enough for that; and the gentleman need not talk about sound- 
ing the southern bell, because I know that if I even tinkled the 
southern bell I would fire the northern heart. [Applause. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

[Loud cries of “Goon!” “Go on!”] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time to which debate was limited was fixed 
by the House and the committee has no power to extend it. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the gentleman will be allowed to go on. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Lhope the gentleman will be allowed to goon; 
this is the first time that whisky has been up here. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House alone has power to extend the time 
for debate. 

Mr. TUCKER. I have said enough; I do not desire to goon. I 
ask that the resolution and amendment of the committee be now 
read. 

Mr. SAYLER. Let the resolution be read by sections for amend- 
ment 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer 
ica in Congress assembled, That the time within which distilled spirits in distil! 
ery warehouses are required to be withdrawn therefrom pursuant to the condi- 
tions of any warehousing bond taken within one year prior to the passage of this 
resolution, upon the entry of such spirits into such warehouse, under the provis 
ions of section 3293 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, shall, on written 
request being made, as herein specified, be extended until ana including the 30th 
day of June, 1878: Provided, That in each case of such extension there shall be 
indorsed upon, or appended to, the warehousing bond a written request for such 
extension, duly executed by the principal and sureties of the bond, and acknowl: 
edged by each of them before a collector or deputy collector of internal revenue, 
or some officer authorized to take the acknowledgment of deeds: Provided fur 
ther, That the sureties on the said bond are, at the time of such request, satisfac: 
tory to the collector of the district, and, if not satisfactory, that an additional 
warebousing bond, with sureties satisfactory to the collector, shall be given. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the amendment of the 
committee. 

The Clerk read the amendment of the committee, as follows: 

After the word “extension,” in line 14, insert the words “and acknowledging 


their liability under the terms of said bond for the period for which the said ex- 
tension is granted, as if the same were inserted in the body of said bond, to be. 


Mr. TUCKER. I now move that the committee rise and report 
this joint resolution to the House with the recommendation that it 
do pass. 

Mr. FOSTER. I have an amendment which I wish to offer, and 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
“That a reduction of the tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient.” 


ur 
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. CHAIRMAN. ‘The first question is on the amendment re- 
soa) fromm the Committee of Ways and Means. 
I TUCKER. I move that that amendment be adopted. 
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The CHAIRMAN. That is the question now before the commit- 
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fhe question was taken upon the amendment reported from the 
( mmittee of Ways and Means; and it was agreed to. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The question is now upon the amendment of 
ies ‘eptleman from Ohio, (Mr. Foster. } 

“Vi. TUCKER. As I concluded my remarks | called for the read- 
of the joint resolution. i 

“Vr, FOSTER. It strikes me that I am entitled to the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia moved that the 
Mi FOSTER. When? ; ; 

The CHAIRMAN. Some minutes since. : 

Mr. FOSTER. Is that the motion now pending ? 

Mr. TUCKER. If my friend will allow me 
Mr. FOSTER. Let me understand this matter. I have offered an 
amendment and I claim the tloor to speak on it. 

“Mr. TUCKER. I will say tomy friend from Ohio that before I 
vielded the tloor in closing my remarks I called for the reading of the 
int resolution, retaining my place on the floor. 

; Mr. FOSTER. You cannot do that. 

Mr. TUCKER. While the resolution was being read. 

Mr. FOSTER. You eannot do that in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. TUCKER. And as soon as the resolution was read I moved 
that the committee rise and report it to the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD. We went into Committee of the Whole with one 
hour allowed for general debate. That hour hasexpired, and we are 
now operating under the rule allowing five-minutes debate upon 
amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is what the Chair understands. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Under that rule my colleague, [Mr. Foster, } in 
his own right, offered an amendment and rose to debate it, and under 
«rules he is entitled to the floor for that purpose; and the gentle- 
nau from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] cannot take the floor until he ac- 
ires 1 again upon some amendment or motion, nor can a motion 
ie made for the committee to rise and report this joint resolution 
while amendments are pending or to be offered to it. 

Mr. WOOD. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD | would be 
correct provided the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TucKER] had 
yielded the floor before he made his motion. But he made the mo- 
tion before he yielded the floor, and it is for the committee to deter- 
mine what shall be done with it before any amendment is offered. 
The gentleman from Virginia moved that the cominittee rise and re- 
port this joint resolution to the House, and the Chair must submit 
that motion to the committee before any subsequent motion can be 
entertained. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] 
wade that motion there was an amendment pending and not dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. WOOD. If the amendment was offered before that motion 
was made, it would be the duty of the Chair to submit it to the 
committee, 

The CHAIRMAN. There was an amendment reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means. The Clerk will read Rule 60: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

No member shall ocenpy more than one hour in debate on any question in the 
House or in committec ; but a member reporting the measure under consideration 
trom a committee may open and close the debate: Provided, That where debate is 
closed by order of the House, any member shall be allowed in committee five min- 
utes toexplain any amendment he may offer, after which any member who shall 


first obtain the floor shall be allowed to speak five minutes in opposition to it, and 
there shall be no further debate on the amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] is en- 
titled to the floor on his amendment. 
Mr. CONGER. I desire the ruling of the Chair on the other prop- 
sition Which has been raised, that the Committee of the Whole can 
onder a bill to be reported back to the House while there are amend- 
ments to be offered to it. 
oa CHAIRMAN. The Chair will decide that question when it is 
raised, 
Mr. CONGER. It has been mentioned. 
lhe CHAIRMAN. It is not a question now to be decided. 
Mr. ROBBINS. I understand that this amendment is entertained 
subject to objection, and I make the objection that it is not germane 
to this joint resolution. 
Mr. FOSTER. That objection is too late. 
Mr. ROBBINS. No, it is not; I have sought to make the point 
of order before, but could not get it in because the Chair had not 
decided that any amendment would be entertained. 
the CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion that the amend- 
ment 1s germane, 

Mr. FOSTER. I have offered this amendment as a substitute for 
the original resolution. 
Bn SAY LER. I rise to a point of order, and will say that my col- 
wagae (Mr. F OSTER] is not entitled to the floor, and that the gentle- 
Han from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] was entitled to the floor to move 
that the counmittee rise for the purpose of closing debate on this joint 
solution. Of course we will then have to come back into Commit- 
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tee of the Whole, and there can be no stop made to offering amend 
ments; I will agree to that. But there is such 4 thing as stopping 
debate by order of the House, and that was the motion of the gentle 
man from Virginia, [Mr. TUCKER,] and I say he has a right to make 
that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Foster] was offered before the Chair heard any mo 
tion made by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TucKER] that the 
committee rise. The Chair therefore entertains the amendment and 
ee that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Fost:r] is entitled to the 
tloor. 

Mr. FOSTER. Now I hope I will not be disturbed further. I of- 
fer this amendment in the utmost good faith. We have had por- 
trayed to us here by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] and 
gentlemen on all sides of the House the distress that has been ocea- 
sioned to the distilling interest of the country by the introduction of 
this tax question before Congress. My object in offering this amend- 
ment is to settle that question. We have tried, as my colleague 
stated to the House, a number of grades of taxation, and found that 
ninety cents, the present rate, is productive of the greatest revenue. 
I undertake to say that to-day the taxes on bonded spirits are collected 
beiter and closer than they have ever been at any previous time in 
the history of the country. What is more, the condition of our rev- 
enue will not permit of the reduction that bas been proposed. What 
is more, I do not believe that the distilling interests of the country 
desire that any change be made. 

I think I can say safely that the honest distilling interests, not the 
speculating interests of the country, but the honest distilling inter- 
ests of the country will hail with joy the passage of this amendment. 

I ask, Mr. Chairman, if it is seriously proposed to reduce this tax, 
where is the sum by which you thus reduce the revenue to be made 
up? I put it to the other side of the House, if it is the purpose to tax 
to make up that reduction of the tax on whisky ? 

The gentleman fom Virginia [ Mr. TUCKER] and the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. BLacKBURN] boast about the amount of tax their 
States pay and taunt the poor little State of Maine with the amount 
she pays. The gentleman from Kentucky and the gentleman from 
Virginia will agree that the consumer pays the tax, and so far as my 
observation goes here it strikes me that the State of Maine pays as 
much of this tax as the State of Kentucky. [Laughter.] 

Mr.CLYMER. Yes,in proportion. Howisit withOhio? [Laugl® 
ter. 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman from Virginia put the question to 
my good friend from Connecticnt [Mr. Wait] and wanted to know 
if a tax of $10 were put upon wooden nutmegs who would pay it. 
The gentleman from Connecticut might have answered, the fools in 
Virginia who would buy them. [Laughter.] 

Now, sir, I have said all I desire to say on this subject, excepting 
that this question is affecting seriously this business interest, and I 
only state what I believe to be the fact when I say that this interest 
will hail with joy the passage of this amendment of mine. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I rise simply for the purpose, 
as it seems to me a very proper one, of calling back the attention of 
the House to what is certainly a departure from the manner in which 
any such question as this ought to be debated. Iam in exceeding 
great doubt whether this resolution ought to pass; but the reasons 
I would give for opposing it are such as pertain to questions of rev- 
enue and of taxation, and which for that reason only ought to be 
considered by the House. I would not favor the continuation of a 
heavy tax on spirits because I want revenue legislation to bring about 
temperance reform, as one honorable gentleman has seemed to argue ; 
for when I seek that reform I will put the measure in such shape as 
to make that issue direct. This is a revenue measure, to be consid- 
ered as such and as such alone, and I wish it to be understood that I 
will go forthe lowest tax that can be shown to produce the most rev- 
enue. That is the only principle I would apply to the discussion of 
this question. It is known that every measure introduced into Con- 
gress to modify this tax is made the occasion of speculation by dealers 
in the article taxed, who buy or sell as they think the tax likely to 
be increased or diminished. I think that our Committee of Ways 
and Means would do well to inquire whether there be not a way of 
testing this question, what is the minimum tax that will produce the 
maximum revenue. I believe that the position is an indisputable 
one that in matters of this kind the consumer pays the tax, and find 
no force in the argument that it is a special burden upon the State 
where the spirits are manufactured and the tax collected. The tax 
ought not to be so great as either to prohibit manufacture or to pro- 
duce so much fraud that honest work under it cannot be done. To 
bring our laws within these conditions is all that we have to do, view- 
ing the matter solely from the stand-point of revenue collection. 
This is the whole question in the North, South, East, and West. It 
is a question of getting money into the Treasury by a scheme that 
shall be right. For myself, I think the Committee of Ways and 
Means might perfect a scaling measure which would be perfectly sat- 
isfactory and successful in reaching the desired end. 

Suppose you start with a taxof ninety cents per gallon—my im- 
pression is that you could get more revenue under a tax of fifty cents— 
but suppose you start at ninety cents, and reduce the amount five 
cents per gallon for a given period, and if during that period the av- 
erage revenue increases reduce it again by a similar amount, and sa 
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on by a regular scale, until you find the point where the maximum of 
revenue may be got from the minimum of tax, accompanied by a min- 
imum of fraud. Letus find means by which this proposition may be 


tested, so that there shall be nospeculation from month to month upon 
the action of Congress; but everybody shall know that if the rate im- 


posed upon the business will give us more than a sufficient revenue we 


shall continue reducing the tax until we find the stopping-point to 


which I have alluded. In this way we shallsecure stable legislation, 
avoid the pressure for change, and have a system that commun sense 


will approve. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to move an amendment to perfect the text 
of the original joint resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is in order. 

Mr. BUTLER. Lest the Clerk should not be able to read it, I will 


read it myself and then send it to his desk. I propose to amend by 
adding the following: 


Provided further, That the tax on all such distilled spirits shall be paid upon the 


same assessment required by law at the date when the same spirits were placed in 
bound. 


Mr. SAYLER. That does away with the whole object of the joint 
resolution. 


Mr. BUTLER. It is said on the one side and debated on the other 


that there is no intent to make this a speculative measure ; that it is 
intended to relieve for the time being the manufacturer, and not to 
open the door for speculation upon the rate of tax which shall here- 
after be put upon distilled spirits. Therefore it is nothing more nor 
less than this: the manufacturers say, “‘ We owe the United States so 
much money for taxes, and we ask the United States to give us until 
the 30th of next June to pay it without interest.” And we say that 
in consideration of the state of the country we will do so. T propose 
that we shall also say that the manufacturers shall not, in addition 
to that privilege, have the right to pay us a different sum of money 
on account of our changing the rate of taxation from what they 
would pay now if we did not grant this extension of time. 

Now, if this joint resolution is not meant to alter the position of 
the manufacturer in that regard, if it is nota speculative movement, 
my amendment will cover the case exactly, and will be precisely 
what my friends opposite have said the resolution meant. I put it 
in words and do not propose to leave it to construction. I say to the 
manufacturers: “ Keep your whisky in bond; we will find you 
money to carry on your business.” Still I am very much afraid I 
would plead in vain for the United States to find money for six 
months to enable a New England cotton manufacturer to carry on 
his business. Still in this case I am willing to say that we will give 
money to these men to carry on their business. I think that is well 
enough; I do not object. We will forego the interest for five months, 
and at the end require them to pay us exactly what they would now 
pay us. Is not that fair and just? That ends all speculation, and 
these men can take out or keep in bond their whisky, not in the hope 
of changing the tax on it, because quoad that whisky no change of 
tax can take place. 

1 wish the Committee of Ways and Means would introduce a joint 
resolution providing that in regard to all subjects of taxation, while 
there is a consideration of the question of what the tax shall be, all 
yoods imported during that time shall be subject to the same tax, 
and none other than that which was imposed upon them at the time 
they were imported. ° 

Mr. GLOVER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, and I am very glad to do so. 

Mr. GLOVER. Dol understand the gentleman to say that under 
his amendment if this whisky is not withdrawn for the period of 
time mentioned in the joint resolution it shall nevertheless pay the 
tax of ninety cents a gallon, although at the end of that time Con- 
gress shall have passed a bill reducing the tax to fifty cents ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly, or even to ten cents. 

Mr. GLOVER. Then that would be a worse calamity than the one 
we seek to avert. 

Mr. BUTLER. Pardon me; then step up and state fairly what 
you want; do not say what you do not mean. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is precisely what we do mean. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not know whetherit would be worse or better. 
I say that the grounds which IT heard advanced for this joint resolu- 
tion (and T went over on the other side in order that [ might the 
better hear them) were that it was not intended to take any advant- 
age of a change of tax, but it was simply to give time to pay the tax. 
lsay that it is right. Ido not want anybody oppressed for time. 

Mr. SAYLER. The gentleman from Massachusetts has mistaken 
our position. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. If the tax is reduced, we mean that the manu- 
facturer shall pay that reduced tax. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I take the floor and yield my five minutes to 
the gentleman. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to have a careful consideration of this 
question. Ido not want to appeal to any passion or to any feeling ; 
I myself have none in regard to it. Onthe contrary I should be glad 
to give this relief to the whisky interest, provided it can be given to 
the manufacturer and not to the speculator. If the manufacturer 
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wants time and a rebate of interest only, we have money enoygs ;, 
the Treasury not paying interest to justify us in giving this pw of 
for six months. But if this is a mere speculative resolution jy Re 
of speculators who will buy the whisky in bond and hold it for spe. 
ulative purposes, then send a lobby with millions behind they, ¢, 
the purpose of lobbying through a decrease of the tax, they Oe ane 
Ido not want to be subjected to that temptation. [Langhter.) 

Mr. TUCKER. I think I can assure the gentleman—— P 

Mr. BUTLER. I was about saying when I was interrapted— 

Mr. SAYLER. I am always delighted to hear the gentleniay from 
Massachusetts, bat he has already spoken more than five minutes 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam going to speak ten. " 

Mr. THOMPSON. I yielded my tive minutes to him. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have five minutes in my own right and five min- 
utes which bave been yielded to me. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is not the rule, but directly contrary to th, 
rule. The gentleman has no right to occupy ten minutes on one sid 
of the question. The rule provides that there shall be tive minutes 
debate on one side and five minutes on the other. 

Mr. BUTLER. Well, Iam going to talk on both sides, 

Mr. SAYLER. The gentleman will not allow himself to be inter. 
rupted, and he can only speak by permission of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion that the point would 
have been well taken if it had been taken in time, but the gentlemay 
from Massachusetts proceeded without objection, and the Chairthinks 
that the point of order comes now too late. 

Mr. BUTLER. I was about to say that I am looking upon this as 
a business proposition. I have certainly no feeling about this mat. 
ter, but I wish that that rule could be established by the Committee 
of Ways and Means in all these taxes. We shall come very short of 
money. The whisky men will not take their whisky out of bong 
while there is a hope of getting the tax down to sixty cents; the 
woolen men will not take their goods out of bond so long as there is 
a hope of getting the tariff down; so with every interest. It results, 
then, that for the next six months we shall be without money, and 
that is now felt to-day; and one of the reasons for the great fal! in 
gold is because none is wanted forthe payment of import duties, 
substantially none whatever. And our revenues will come short, 
and our Treasury will have to borrow money to get on; whereas if 
you say to all interests, the whisky interest, the manufacturing in- 
terest, interests of all kinds, “ You shall not speculate on acts of 
Congress ; you shall not speculate on the hope of reduced tarit; 
when you take your goods out of bond the tax shall attach to them 
which attached to them when they were placed in the bonded ware- 
house or taken from shipboard ;” and if the bill which I have been en- 
deavoring to perfect passes, the whisky interest will receive tive 
months’ interest to make up for the difference of taxes. If, on the 
other hand, you mean to say to the whisky men, “ Keep your whisky 
in bond until the 30th of June next for the purpose of taking the 
risk of speculation—then I say it is unbecoming for the House to leg- 
islate in that direction. 

Mr. BANNING. Representing as I do (with my colleague Mr.Say- 
LER) the largest whisky-producing and tax-paying district in the 
country, I wish to call the attention of the House to the fact that the 
agitation of the question of the tax on whisky and the uncertainty 
attending its determination by Congress is unsettling values, destroy- 
ing the trade, and will, if it is not soon settled, deprive the Govern- 
ment of one of its largest and most reliable sources of revenue. It 
has already produced the greatest depression in the trade. High 
wines are now quoted at $1.03 pergallon; of this amount the Gover- 
ment gets ninety cents, leaving to the distiller only thirteen cents, a 
sum considerably less than the actual cost of production. The House 
can readily see how disastrously this condition of affairs must result 
if long continued. The distilling interest will be utterly destroyed, 
and this great source of revenue cut off. What the trade asks, and 
an intelligent consideration of the interests of the Government (e- 
mands, is immediate action. The passage of the pending resolution 
cannot harm the Government. It will be a relief to the holders. | 
hope it may pass, and that the ultimate question of the amount of 
the tax may be speedily settled. 

Mr. TUCKER. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
limiting debate. 

Mr. HALE. It can only be limited on the pending amendment. 
Mr. SAYLER. But the gentleman will agree that that will limit 
debate, althongh it will not cut off amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is a question to be determined hereatter. 
The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommitteeaccordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole on tie 
state of the Union had had under consideration the state of the ( aor 
generally, and particularly the joint resolution (H. R. No. 90) exten 
ing the time for the withdrawal of distilled spirits now in bond Ul 
July 1, 1878, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 
Mr. TUCKER. I move that debate upon the section and pending 
amendment be limited to one minute, and that the House go 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. A 
Mr. CONGER. I inake the point of order that that motion is not 
in order, because the House has not resolved to go into committee, 
where this debate is to be had. ’ : 

The SPEAKER. The motion is that when the House again resolves 




















f into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union the 
i,.yate shall be limited. 

“yr. CONGER. The Chair makes that motion. 

Mr, HOOKER. Pending that motion I move that the House 
"7 ie SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to state the question properly. 
The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CONGER] has stated that the 
Chair did not repeat the motion of the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. 
TUCKER ] correctly. : 

‘ir, CONGER. I made the point of order that the gentleman from 
Virginia moved to cut off debate without having made any motion 


to go into committee, and the Chair stated that he had made such a 
potion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was stating the question in the par- 
jiamentary Manner. ; 

Mr. CONGER. But my point of order was made before the state- 
went of the Chair. 

Mr. TUCKER. But the gentleman from Michigan will permit me 
to say that I made the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from Virginia moved that all de- 
bate be cut off in one minute without stating upon what subject, and 
without moving to go intocommittee. The Chair proceeded to state 
the motion over again but before that I had risen toa point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will rule 
Mr. TUCKER. May I be permitted to make one single remark ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. TUCKER. I beg to say that I am not as experienced in all the 
formalities of procedure in this body as is the distinguished gentle- 
wan from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] I think, however, Lam not mis- 
taken in saying that my motion, as uttered by me, was that debate 
on the section and pending amendments be limited to one minute, 
and that the House do now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the joint resolution. 

Mr. CONGER. I am willing to leave it to the hearing of the gen- 
tlemen present. 

Mr. TUCKER. I prefer to have it so left. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the best mode of settling the 
controversy is for the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] to re- 
peat his motion, or at least to make a motion that will be in order ; 
for if the motion of the gentleman from Virginia was as stated by the 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] it was not in order. The 
last proposition should be stated first. 

Mr. TUCKER. Well, I will now move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of resuming the 
cousideration of the joint resolution in relation to distilled spirits in 
bond; and pending that motion I move that all debate upon the reso- 
lution and pending amendments be limited to one minute. 

The SPEAKER. Pending these propositions the question is on the 


motion to adjourn, as made by the gentleman from Mississippi, [ Mr. 
HOOKER. ] 


tts 





IMPRISONMENT OF A MEMBER, 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, submitted a report in writing upen the resolution of the 
House, directing that committee to inquire into the parliamentary 
precedents and report whether there has been any invasion of the 
rights and privileges of the House of Representatives in the alleged 
arrest and imprisonment of ROBERT SMALLS, a member of said House, 
by the authorities of the State of South Carolina, and whether the 
detention of said SMALLs is legal and justifiable, and what, if any, 
action in relation thereto ought to be taken by the House; which 
report was ordered to be printed, and recommitted to the Committee 
ou the Judiciary, not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BLAIR. I desire to make a request of the House. 

Many Members. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion to adjourn. The 
Chair will state that the session of to-morrow will be for debate only 
= House as in Committee of the Whole, no business to be trans- 
acted, 

The motion of Mr. HooKER was then agreed to; and accordingly 
(at five o'clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petitions of William Stewart and others 
aud of Sprague, Warner & Co. and others, dealers in leaf and manu- 
fuctured tobacco, of Chicago, Illinois, against any reduction of the 
tax on manufactured tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
7 By Mr. BAGLEY: The petition of 77 citizens of Little Falls, New 
ork, against the reduction of import duties on manufactured goods 


—— the imposition of a tax on tea and cofiee—to the same 
nittee, 


By Mr. BAYNE: 
Allegheny C 
Allegheny C 
cerning the 


By Mr. B 


ounty, and of John J. Murray and 55 other citizens of 
ounty, Pennsylvania, for a commission of inquiry con- 
alcoholic liquor traftic—to the same committee. 

ELL: The petition of Elsey W. Lewis, of Cumming, Geor- 


The petitions of Reese F. Alsop and 34 citizens of | 
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gia, for compensation for property lost while in the service of the 
United States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of J. E. Sargent, F. F. Lane, Francis 
A. Faulkner, W. 8. Ladd, Nathaniel White, and 49 others, professional 
and business men of New Hampshire, against the repeal of the 
resumption act and for the maintainance of gold as the only legal 
tender—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. BOUCK: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, for an appropriation to complete the breakwater 
and entrance to the harbor of refuge at Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BRAGG: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BRENTANO: The petition of L. B. Otis, receiver of the 
State Savings-Bank; V. A. Twipin, receiver of the Fidelity Savings- 
Bank and Safe Depository; 8. D. Ward, receiver of the Merchants, 
Farmers and Mechanic Savings-Bank; and A. H. Horton, receiver 
of the German Savings-Bank, of Chicago, Illinois, for the remission 
of taxes on insolvent savings-banks—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. BREWER: Remonstrance of E. B. Sparks and 20 other 
citizens of Genesee County, Michigan, against the reduction of the 
duty on foreign wools—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petitions of A. P. Olyendorn and 44 other 
laboring-men of Manchester, and of S. Haines and 141 other laboring- 
men of Greenville, New Hampshire, against any reduction of duties 
which pane labor, and against the reimposition of the war tax on 
tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BUNDY: The petition of Morris L. Farrington, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky : Papers relating to the claim of 
Isaac Riseden—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of executor of John Preston, of 
W.W. Waggoner, of Louisa W. Prather, and of Rosana Deschenger— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petition of Joseph Greaves and others, of 
Paterson, New Jersey, against a change of the tariff laws, and against 
taxing tea and cottee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DENISON: Remonstrance of G. B. Buch and 130 others, 
against the reduction of any duties which protect labor, and against 
the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: Resolutions adopted at a meeting of sour-mash 
distillers, held in Moore County, Tennessee, favoring a reduction of 
the tax on spirits to fifty ceuts per gallon—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of wool-growers of Fenwick, 
Michigan, agaiast the reduction of the tariff on wool—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Remonstrance of 50 workers in window-glass, 
and of 45 workers. in window-glass, at Pittsburgh, Penusylvania, 
against any change in the tariff—to the same committee. 

By Mr. EWING: The petition of Joseph Brown and others, for the 
appointment of a standing committee of the House of Representa- 
tives on the improvement of the channel of the Mississippi River and 
its tributaries, with a resolution for that purpose—to the Committee 
on the Rules. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of W. B. Crawford and others, for 
the amendment of certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating 
to the transmission of obscene literature through the mails—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GARDNER: The petition of citizens of Felicity, Ohio, for 
a revocation of the tax on tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of William Hastings, of Brooklyn, 
New York, to be relieved from his allegiance to the Government of 
the United States—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of workingmen of Philadelphia, 
against any reduction of duties which protect their labor, and against 
the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of Scotton Broth- 
ers, manufacturers of hosiery at Higblandville, Massachusetts, that 
tariff duties remain unchanged until tharoughly examined—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of citizens of Saint Mary’s County, 
Maryland, for an appropriation to improve the navigation of the har- 
bor at Leonardtown—to the Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of E. 8. Ingalls, and other citi- 
zens of Menominee, Michigan, for the establishment of a United 
States district court in the upper peninsula of Michigan—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for au appropriation to complete the break- 
water aud entrance to the harbor of réfage in Sturgean Bay, Wiscon- 
sin—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JONES, of Alabama: A paper relating tothe establishment 
of a post-route between Monroeville, River Ridge, and Bell’s Land- 
ing, Monroe County, Alabama—to the Committee on the Post-Oilice 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: Eight petitions of farmers and wool-grow- 
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ers of Osbtemo, Saint Joseph, Kalamazoo, Branch, Van Buren, and 
Clinton Counties, Michigan, for the retention of the present duty on 
wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LEONARD: The petition of Julius Quentin, first lieuten- 
aut United States Army, for relief—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of Robert Downing and others, of 
Phelps, Missouri, for the passage of a pension law that will do justice 
to disabled soldiers—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PATTERSON, of New York: Remonstrance of the Seneca 
Nation of Indians against the passage of the bill making them 
United States citizens—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

by Mr. PEDDIE: The petition of citizens of New Jersey, against 
the reduction of the tariff on refined brimstone and against the reim- 
position of the tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. ; 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of the Kansas Horticultural So- 
ciety, relating to forest-culture—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. PUGH: The petitions of workingmen engaged in the man- 
ufacture of crockery and pottery-ware, at Trenton, New Jersey, 
against the reduction of duties which protect labor and against the 
reimposition of the tax upon tea and coifee—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


Also, the petition of R. Millington & Sons, manufacturers of pot- 


tery, at Trenton, New Jersey, that tariff duties remain unchanged | 


until thoroughly examined—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. QUINN: The petition of brewers and malsters of Albany, 
New York, relating to the duties on malted grain—to the same com- 
inittee. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH: The petition of Reuben Blevins, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. REA: Papers relating to the claim of Fred. Weddle—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of E. B. Winchester and others, for 
relief from license tax on masters, pilots, aad others—to the Com- 
inittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ROMERO: The petition of citizens of New Mexico, for pay- 
ment of Indian vouchers—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. SCALES: The petition of Hon, Lewis Haynes, of North 
Carolina, in behalf of himself and others, for salaries due them as 
members of the Thirty-ninth Congress—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of W. M. & C. Watkins, D. M. Heine, T. E. Cobb 
& Co., and other manufacturers and citizens of North Carolina, for 
a reduction of the taxon manufactured tobacco—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route between 
Wentworth, Stoneville, and Penn’s Store, North Carolina—to the 
Committee on the Post-Otlice and Po-t-Roads. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: Remonstrance of 79 workmen 
employed at the Susquehanna Rolling Mills, Colambia, Pennsylva- 
nia, against a reduction of the tariff aud against the imposition of a 
duty on tes and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STEWART: The petitions of citizens of Minnesota, for 
appropriations for a harbor of refuge at Grand Marais, for harbor 
improvements at the port of Du Luth, and for the construction of a 
road from Du Luth to Pigeon River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Minnesota, for an appropriation for 
the erection of a custom-house aud other Governmeut offices at the 
port of Du Luth—to the Committee on Pablic Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of the directors of the 
Michigan and Ohio Railroad Company, that certain lands, granted to 
the State of Michigan in trust, be conferred upon said railroad com- 
pany—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petitions of Galen Eastman and 38 others, of H. D. Weath- 
erman and 50 others, and of James EF. Albee and 20 others, all citizens 
of Michigan, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the board of supervisors of Ottawa County, 
Michigan, that certain lands granted to the State of Michigan in 
trust be declared forfeited to the United States and restored to sale 
or granted to some railroad company that will build a road—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of John P. Pleasants & Son, J. M. 
Holmes & Son, and 29 other dealers in tobacco in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, that the tax on leaf-tobacco remain unchanged—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WALSH: Papers relating to the claim of John J. Thomas— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WHITE: The petition of Major A. Gaddes, of Indiana, for 
relicf—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


ers, sour-masl distillers, of Tennessee, for a reduction of the tax on 
whisky—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of J. J. Bagley & 
Co, and Nevin & Mills, of Detroit, Michigan, against any change of 
the tax on tobacco—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of distillers and whole- 
sale liquor dealers of Louisville, Kentucky, for a reduction of the 
tux on whisky and for other relief—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of 8. V. Watkins and 57 citizens 
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of Allen, Michigan, and vicinity, for the protection of Wool-grower 
to the same committee. ’ = 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 26, 1878. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplaiy, p, 

W. P. Harrison. me, Sey 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. By order of the House the session of to-day js sy, 
debate only in the House as in Committee of the Whole, no busines 
whatever to be transacted. The gentleman from New York. Mr 
MayuaM, will occupy the chair for the day as Speaker pro tempore, 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, jy. 

formed the House that the Senate had passed and requested the op. 


currence of the House in a resolution relative to the payment of cer- 
tain bonds of the United States. 


OUR COUNTRY—ITS PERILS AND THEIR REMEDY, 


Mr. DURHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask the indulgence of the Hous 
while I say a few things as to the condition of the country ; the perils 
which surround us; what have been the principal causes of the stay. 
nation in business; and suggest some remedies for the same. 

This has been pre-eminently a period of rapid progress. Wonder. 
ful discoveries in science and useful inventions are of daily occur. 
rence, and numerous improvements in the labor-saving machines 
and in the methods of production are ever and anon enlarging the 
ability to supply and increasing the variety of the articles of coy. 
sumption and swelling the general current of trade. There is no 
country on earth susceptible of so high a stage of improvement, pro. 
ductions, and wealth, asours. Extending from ocean toocean, streteh- 
ing its magnificent zone through more than twenty degrees of |ati- 
tude, and over twenty-five hundred riles in length, there is an almost 
immeasurable extent of coast of ocean, lake, and gulf, and our in- 
land commerce, of lake, sound, and river cannot be excelled. Look 
at the great Mississippi! Rising in the centerof a vast continent, it 
winds its way like a mighty serpent around the obstacles which lie 
in its path, and bears upon its bosom the priceless commerce of its 
great valley to every part of the world. 

We have here every variety of soil and climate, with millions of 
teeming acres under cultivation, with boundless well-timbered forest, 
and new, virgin, uncultivated soil enough to support fifty-fold of our 
present population. 

There are inexhaustible mines of copper, lead, and zinc, as well as 
of gold and silver, those two great articles so essential to our wealth 
and by which all other values are regulated. Coal aud iron, those 
articles so useful and essential in peace and war, in manufacturing, 
and in the cultivation of the soil,and by which the wonderful com- 
merce on land aud sea is carried on, lie in inexhaustible quantities 
all over our land. 

We have left all other nations far behind in the construction of 
railroads. Scaling and overcoming the highest mountain ranges they 
carry our internal commerce to every section of our country, and, 
with the network of telegraph lines, carrying messages of business, 
so that we are quickly brought side by side in business transactions, 
and with the use of our labor-saving machines and the proper culture 
of our rich soils we can feed the starving millions of the world. 

Our mwanuiacturers have increased in number and improved in 
skill to such an extent that they can compete with those of any nation 
in the world. 

The result of all these things is to be seen in their splendid achieve- 
ments; for it is now csthinatel that the value of our annual products 
of the field and farm, the mines and manufactories, aud of the 
other productions of our people, amount to over $6,000,000,000. Nu 
nation on the earth can compare or compete with us. And yet we 
are susceptible of a still higher improvement in all the sources of 
wealth aud happiness and of a largely increased production. These 
blessings would have flowed to us ina much larger degree if prudent 
and wise counsels had prevailed within the last few years and if fed- 
eral legislation had not checked our progress. 

The picture I have drawn is true as to our material resources and 
the existence of the basis of untold wealth, happiness, and prosper 
ity. With this country and these resources and with proper legis 
lation all would have been prosperity and happiness. But what's 
the real condition of our country to-day? Failures and ruiu exist 


| everywhere, banks, railroads, merchants, &c., by thousands gos 
By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of John D. Tolley and oth- | ‘ ‘ ; 


into bankruptey. During last year there were eighty-eight hundred 
and seventy-two failures in the United States, with the liabilities 


| amounting to $190,669,936. This should cause all to pause and re- 


flect as to what has bronght it about. And yet, as appalling as this 
appears, it does not exhibit half the effect that I believe our unwise 
financial legislation has had upon the business interests of the coun- 
try. Look at the depreciation of the real estate of the county 
which has been going on for some time, and which is conceded to be 
at least 25 per cent.,and on the basis of the value of property!" 
1870 is $2,500,000,000. 
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The loss by the cessation of many of the industries of the country, | be sustained by the people at large, and is but an act of justice to the 
the depreciation of the value of stocks and bonds of the railroads | oppressed tax-payers of the country. The resolutions are as follows: 
ind the corporations cannot be estimated, but these, with the dimi- | wohereas p the ot titled “ ae aps 
; tion in value of personal property, are estimated at $5,000,000,000. } March 18 a _ oe al An ont to strengthen the pe ee. approved 
Most of the insurance companies, savings and other banks which | was thereby solemnly pledged to the payment i bee pony pene oe a 
vere created When the country was in a prosperous condition, and | iterest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where the law 
hich stood high in public favor, by reason of the shrinkage in the | ee —— st oa h obligations had expressly provided that the same 
calue of their securities and the disasters which have overtaken and Where oa the bonde of the United Ststes Y eens = — i —, 
overwhelmed many of their customers have been compelled to sus- | entitled ** An act to authorizo the refunding of the national debt.” apy roved July 
pend or go into bankruptcy. Over two hundred railroad companies _—— by the terms of said act were declared to be redeemable in coin of the 
have failed to pay the interest on their bonds, which amount to nearly a present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin ; 
20,000,000. Many of these have gone into the hands of receivers. | Whereas all bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under the act 
Rents have fallen off in the cities from 30 to 40 per cent., and in the | entitled “ An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments approved Jan- 
country nearly as much. At least one-half of the rolling-mills, found- uary 14, 1875, are required to be of the description of bonds of the United States 
aries, and furnaces are idle and those which are in operation are nearly a in the anid act of Congress apgrored July 34, 187%, entitled ™ An aot to 
all losing money. | Whereas at the date of the | rassaze of said act of | gre 8 resai i 
- Our commerce at home and abroad has been so paralyzed that it | the 14th day of July, 170, the coin of the t eee arene lant ey a 
has almost ceased to exist. Thousands of people are now leav ing a silver dollars of the Weight of 4124 grains each, declared by the act 
this country yearly to seok employment abroad, while heretofore tens teria ah cate 2 een —— [ee ae 
of thousands came here annually and found ample employment. tender of pay me nt, according to their seminal vaien, tn akan ith A 
American artisans are fleeing to other countries in quest of work. | Therefore, 
Sober, industrious, and competent mechanics are taking ship with an ee by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring therein.) That 
their wives and families and leaving behind them friends, home, aa eee a “ en to be — under the said 
country, and that starry flag they love so well, and for which many | option of the Government of the 1 nited States, in ie Dien atte icaed 
of them risked life and limb upon the battle-field, and setting their | the United States, containing 412} grains each of standard silver and that tore store 
faces toward the wide stormy ocean to seek not a fortune but a bare to of coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in payment of said bonds, prine:pal 
living which has been denied them here in the home of their adop- ainwikane ion of the public faith nor in derogation of the rights 
tion. Towns and cities and even States have been unable to pay the sn ; , : . 
interest on their indebtedness, because the people were unable to pay | »p It will be seen that there are three periods referred to in the above. 
their taxes. Many of the best business men have been going on in | The first is the act of March 18, 1869, “to strengthen the credit of 
their business at a loss, hoping for a change for the better. | the Government,” which is as follows: 
These misfortunes and failures have fallen upon not only the reck- | _, That in order to remove any douht as to the purpose of the Government to dis- 
less, extravagant speculator, but the prudent and wise have been i ere eens Srerere ae 1 Oe ee ting questious 
overtaken by this national calamity. Tho daily laborer, the man of | tracted, ik ishensley provided wad hes dared that the faiths of the United States to 
toil, the prudent man, who by long weary days, months, and years | solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all the obligations of 
of industry, who supposed he had at least a competency, now finds | the United States not bearing interest, known es United States notes, and of all 
himeclf utterly ruined. His business is at a stend-atill, and shenié tale | _ interest-bearing obligations of the Unite dl States, except in cases where the 
ate ho ant 16 wend aot balne halfitsvalne. Go withmote come | aw authorizing the inane of any sue ho ligation has expressly provided that the 
property x6 SOLE ( ing halt its vaiue 70 Withm Some | same may be paid in lawfal money or other currency than gold and silver. But 
of our great cities and I will show you thousands of idle men seeking | none of said interest-bearing obligations not already due shall be redeemed or paid 
employment but cannot get it. Many are in rags and poverty. Go before maturity unless at such time United States notes shall be convertible inte 
into the great mining districts. Men are out of employment and idle, outa at the option of the holde r, or unless at suc h time bonds of the United States 
oS ee om Te cee 4 . bearing a lower rate of interest than the bonds to be redeemed can be sold at par 
women are suffe ring, children are crying for bread, tramps fill the | in coin. And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith to make provision 
land, and the universal ery of hard times is heard. Destruction and | at the earliest practicable period for the redemption of the United States notes in 
waste are on every side, business stagnant, and energy and enterprise | °°" 
have ceased to actuate our people. Nothing like it has scarcely ever | This act was intended to define what was meant by the public 
been seen on this continent before. | faith as to the obligations of the Government then existing. The 
Now, what has caused this change? Why has the business of this | word “coin” is used. It does not say gold, but coin, meaning both 
great country been checked? Why has labor ceased to earn and re- | gold and silver. It will be remembered that there was a difference 
ceive its just reward? Why is it that capital reigns supreme and is | of opinion, in and ont of Congress, as to whether or not the principal 
fast crushing out the best energies of our people when it should foster | as well as the interest of all the bonds issued up to that time should 
and protect them ? be paid in coin or lawful money, as expressed upon the face of the 
I will give briefly some of the canses which have produced this | bonds. Hence the bondholders had the act of 1469 passed. 
result, so far as national legislation may have done so. Prominent | The second period is July 14, 1270, at the time the refanding act 
among these was the . we passed. ee we a issuing of 4 yen — 4} a 
DEMONETIZING SILVER. | and & per cent. bonds in lien of the 6 per cent. bonds then outstand- 
It isa matter of very little importance as to how silver was demone- | ing. This act declared that these 5, 4h, and 4 per cent. bonds were 
tized in 1873, whether falsely and clandestinely or not. A very large | redeemable at the pleasure of the United States after ten years from 
majority of the American people now condemn the act. It was event- | the date of their issue in coin of the present standard value, and bear- 
ually passed in the interest of the bondholder and the money power | i»g interest, payable semi-annually, in such coin. Whatcoin? The 
and has operated disastrously to the general interest of the people. | Coin then authorized by law, to wit: gold at its proper standard 
Ever since the first coinage act of our Government silver has been | value and silver of the standard value of 4124 grains to the dollar. 
a legal tender until the act of 1873. It mattered not whether the Now let us come down to the third period, to wit, the time of the 
debt was due to individuals or the Government, the same could be | Tesumption act, which was passed in January 1575. The third sec- 
paid in this coin, Our country had grown and prospered under this | tion of that act is as follows: 
system, but when those who had secured large amounts of the bonded And to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare and provide for the re- 
—— of the Government desired to further enhance their value — v emg A Pe th —— ho a —— ized to use weed eo 
wy > . sas oes hs * sve es, 1 time to time, in 16 reasury not otherwise appropriated, anc 
coun bp a ees oe a as ‘Iv issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less than par, in coin, either of the deser iption of 
uate anil i ailw . , . Pp ery wisely bonds of the T nited States described in the act of ‘ ongress approved July 14, 1870, 
made gold and silver legal tenders, one to be a check upon the other. | entitled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” with like quali 
This, too, seemed to be in harmony and accord with the most en- ties, privileges, and exemptions, to the extent necessary to carry this act into full 
lightened nations of the world. Such had been the long acquiescence offect, and to use the proceeds thereof for the purposos aforesaid. 
pe eens — —_ their beneficial effects upon the gen- 
rosperity of the United States that but few desired a change. 
I Venture the assertion that the clause of the coinage act of i873 
‘emonetizing silver was not understood or the same would not have 
passed either House of Congress. When the same was made known 
the whole country was astonished and amazed. 








This refers to the refunding act of 1270, and the bonds to be issued 
and sold under this resumption act were to be the same as any of 
those issued under the act of 1870. They were to be of the same 
tenor and effect and redeemable as said bonds, to wit, in the coin of 
the standard value in 1870. The conelusion is inevitable that, taking 
Decker os yw } all these acts together, every bond which can be issned under the act 
ia Op Congress I advocated the same bill which has | of July 14, 1870, or the resumption act of 1875, both of which contain 
: = yaa this House remonetizing silver, aud should it become | the words “in coin of the [then] present standard value,” is to be 
sania = effects will soon be felt by the great mass of our | redeemed in the coin of the United States of the standard value of 
oe “ lto some extent revive the languishing industries of | July, 1870, and not the value of coin when they may be issued. 

I do mae er : ; As before said, 4124 grains was the value of the silver dollar then. 

pee scribe to the idea advanced by the Secretary of the | The whole tenor of these acts was to make plain and explicit the 
he sn at ~ bonds of the country issued by it since the de- | character of these bonds and how they were to be paid. It was 
will bons - of silver must be paid in gold, but on the contrary it done to explain the full extent of the obligations of the Govern- 
aie to remonetize silver and then pay these bonds in either | ment and to secure the creditor in all of his rights. Hence we 
ape ane the option of the debtor. It would neither be repudia- | should not hesitate to restore the law as it stood in 1573 and make 
vote for he Violation of good morals so to do. I shall support and | the silver dollar of 4124 grains a legal tender, as it then was, in pay- 
pened th © preamble and resolution of Senator MATTHEWS, which | ment of the principal and interest of all the outstanding bonds, 

© Senate yesterday. The principle contained therein will! Silver has always and in nearly all countries been one of the 
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favorite coins and in more general use than gold. The table below, 


which I obtained from Dr. Linderman, shows what countries use | gold and silver separately. The table to which I refer is as follo 

















Nations under gold alone. Population. Nations under silver alone. Nations under gold and silver. Population 
| 

Greet Diitele scosceecsccssnesevsss i rt aes intanansanvuse he ND snenccbbecanenedbenndnnbeeens 5, 100. om 
GORDED s0snes encsdoecvenevevcesvosconess ee P MN in dcsckc sccnevansdsessaneeseccsue TE csebsounine saneoecbassnensceass | 1. #00 Ong 
DUAR a cedthguicerdoanieiwmuiceké 2, 000, 000 | Central America . .............----.20ee- Dn cicdebwatihihebedekeos secs: 38.100. Ow 
POUND ..n.05 asbneneupenreseseconescsues LE 2 EE nanesecusnbenades aanbubcacureene Ss oxctcvscsnnatiweteschbbewsiece 1.500 000 
‘Turkey in Europe and Asia............. OF 8 2 ee ere BORE . ccnavecevectacesesonteseosuceses. 26, 800. 009 
GG. cc dasncchiaGuedebe una pesininaae (pS Ne aera Se ata age SUNN 5 tik dnbeesencamabhnbhiaieiieensscb 16, 500. Oop 
DUNG. 6.55556 pice beekeluhe beucenientie I ad wersebviah Switzerland............ eee 2, 700, 00 
Argentine Republic ..........00...+-00- NN Rc ar ag ? 
RR ae 8, 000,000 | United States of Colombia.............. 
TE ieeeneue tj | Sai RN Aileen ae 
UREN ccnavvsthnsb\nevcseusense sacar eee ND 1 MR ca Cakes nue taba eabkene sn sencre> sons 
PIII xa000k006s vecwsersenees.cossese BGO, Gee F BN cacvesnnvenenenscoosccoveceeses 3, 700, 000 
Norway. DWE © CUED neneadevedbtesesatecsssocosse 1, 400, 000 
DE ca takcuscaankpsevieicecubacensdesayie 2, 100; 000 
SRR on cor cvnuvdococvesceeces ccoceseness 33, 000, 000 

DOE .ocnnce cnnnenvewessspessonconsve BED, GEO, GED fb ccccoccuneccccssecscudcncecccosscvcceses 876, 700, 000 








I have placed Egypt and Japan among the countries using gold; 
some of the statements place them among those using silver. It will 
be noticed that the United States is omitted from the table. She is 
now considering the question. Let us suppose she takes her old posi- 
tion among the nations under gold and silver. The table would be: 

Population under gold, 180,450,000; population under silver, 
876,700,000 ; population under gold and silver, 132,500,000. 

The bondholder cannot complain if he should be paid in silver, 
although it may have mianeeh depreciated in vain They, by 
class and improper legislation, have made the immense sum of over 
$700,000,000 over and above what was legitimately due them. The 
total amount of bonds issned and outstanding on the 30th of June, 
1869, was $2,656,603,955. Of this sum only three issues were payable 
in coin, to wit: 

There were of gold certificates of the act of March 3, 


PED hi none sche eb ue nceeds sonces ent nee cvessseeesnans $30, 489, 640 
Loan of same date, 6 per cont........ccceessccccccceee 75,000,000 
Ten-forties of March, 1564, 5 per cent..... (in eeeee 194, 567, 300 

St Ph TR tischl peieminetibe ad dann eo keine eae 300, 056, 940 


Deduct this from the whole amount above, leaves $2,356,547,015. 
This sum was payable in current money. 

Gold in March, 1869, at the date of the act to strengthen the credit 
of the Government, ranged from 31} to 324 per cent. premium; say, 
make it 30 per cent. on the above. Thirty per cent. on the above 
sum makes $706,964,104 as the increased value of the Government 
obligations by the act of 1869. This was really an act for the benefit 
of the bondholders and a great crime against the rights of the people. 

Now, let us pass to another cause of this terrible disaster in the 
land— 

THE RESUMPTION ACT. 

I believe this act has done more to destroy confidence among the 
business men of the country and to bring about a general stagnation 
of trade than anything which has occurred in late years. 

I have not been materially disappointed in its results, for I said in 
the Committee on Banking and Currency when that bill was before 
it, that while resumption was desirable at some future day and while 
it was desirable to make the purchasing power of the paper money 
of the country as great as coin, yet we could not force that result by 
a mere legislative enactment without great shrinkage of values and 
much distress to the people. I thought then it meant contraction, 
thus making the purchasing power of gold greater and greater, and 
the final result would be to give over the laboring class, bound hand and 
foot, to those who were fortunate enough to have accumulated wealth. 
low stands the matter under the operation of the act of 1874, author- 
izing the banks to retire their circulation, and the resumption act of 
January, 1575? The circulation of the country has gradually de- 
creased, I have a statement of the Comptroller of the Currency 
showing that there has been retired within that time up to January 


1, LS78: 


Oe NE init e nncwes nce nec nstdaoreesees ee--e- $31, 621, 065 
GE See RAR. oo nen sncenesssqnente banat Gieewelie 32, 056, 224 
Greenbacks in Treasury on deposit.................... 11, 780, 370 
RE BR Oise owen opts séanttnewenyoiesdas nceensenedts 75, 457, 651 


Thus verifying what I then believed would be one of the results 
of the resumption act, a contraction of the currency. 

l am not what is called an inflationist, but there should be in cir- 
culation at ajl times enough money to carry on the transactions be- 
tween man and man and the legitimate operations of general trade 
and commerce, I did not think at the ‘time the resumption act was 
passed we had too much money, but rather too little. At that time 
we had about $21 per head for each man, woman, and ehild, while 
now we have only about $18.25. From the best estimate I can gather 
they ack in Great Britain $25 per head, in Germany $23, in France 
about $43. 


Distribution of gold, silver, and double currency throughout the world. 
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both gold and silver as their standard of value and which one 


OWs: 








This is not all. This contraction must goon more rapidly during 
the present year unless that act should be repealed. It seems to me 
that the financial policy of those who have been in power since 1s] 
has been to — the laboring class and to make stronger the 
money power. I have never been able to see why the Government 
should have issued so many bonds. The legal-tender notes would 
pay any debt to individuals and the Government, except customs 
dues and the interest on the bonds. They were all the time regarded 
as good, and the faith of the Government was as much pledged for 
their payment as it was for the payment of the bonds. Much more 
of this currency might have been kept in circulation, thus cutting 
off the coin interest we are now paying. Suppose, instead of organ- 
izing the national banks, the $400,000,000 of bonds they are based 
upon had never been issued, but that legal-tender notes had been 
issued for that amount, then we would have saved annually $24,000, 
000 of coin interest, or $20,000,000, if they were 5-per-cent. bonds. 
Who will say that these legal-tenders, or greenbacks, would not have 
answered all the purposes of the bank-notes ? 

And why could not banking have been carried on with these as 
well as it is now with bank paper? and yet no more paper money 
would have been in circulation than under the present system. 
There were outstanding January 1, 1878, of bank-notes, $327,240.55. 
This is based on bonds amounting to $352,564,423, upon which we 
are paying annually an interest of about $21,000,000, We had in cir- 
culation at the same date $349,943,776 in greenbacks, upon which we 
are paying no interest. The one is as good as the other. The people 
are satisfied with the legal-tenders, although they are not good 
enough for the bondholder, And every snback that is retired 
under this resumption act is supplemented by some kind of a bond, 
upon which we have to pay interest in coin. 

It must be borne in mind that the transactions of this country 
have increased in a wonderful degree within the decade from 165 to 
1875, and more money is required than in former years. Although 
just emerging from a devastating war unbounded prosperity seemed 
to attend the people in all parts of the country where local self-gov- 
ernment prevailed, and there were very few failures then. ; 

Our annual products are now about $8,000,000,000, which require 
annually at least $60,000,000,000 of exchanges in checks, drafts, &c., 
in addition to the money in circulation, to answer the demands of 
trade and traffic, and we should be careful not to throw obstacles in 
the pathway of our national progress. 

It has been a serious question with men who should know whether 
the banks of the eastern cities can furnish money enough to remove 
the last crop from the West without drawing upon their reserves. 

Until the last two years the balance of trade has been against 8; 
that, with the interest we owed abroad upon our national debt, 
amounting to nearly $100,000,000 a year, has caused a constant drain 
upon the coin product of this country, so that it is utterly impossible 
to accumulate coin sufficient with which to resume in 1579, unless we 
increase the bonded indebtedness of the country by purchasing cola 
in the market. To-day we have not over $140,000,000 in the Treasury 
of the United States, and besides the export of coin is continually 
going on. é 

In 1875 the difference in the exports and imports of coin was over 
$71,000,000, in 1876 over $40,000,000, in 1877 over $15,000,000, Bat if 
we would repeal this resumption act, restore confidence among _ 
people, then the legitimate business of the country would revive a0 

10nest labor receive its just reward. 

It will not do to flatter ourselves that the hard times are nearly 
ended, that we have nearly gone through the crucible necessary . 
reach resumption. I fear we are but commencing to pass throug 
this terrible ordeal, and if come it must, I pray the country may 6" 
vive its awful shock. el 

In this connection I desire to say I have thought and reflect 
much as to the propriety of paying a part or even the whole of ens 
i toms dues in legal-tenders, and I am satistied the same should be done. 
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The whole object of resumption should be to have all the moneys 
in circulation of equal purchasing power, the greenback, gold, and 
silver. Nothing would bring about this result so fully as to receive 
these notes in payment of all dues to the Government. These notes 
are now a lega tender for all transactions as between man and man, 
and between the citizen and the Government, except the interest on 
the public debt and customs dues. Why not goa step further and 
«ay the Government shall take her own money in payment of any 
debt due and payable to her by the citizen. The distiller, the recti- 
fier, the manufacturer of tobacco, and all others paying revenue to 
the Government under the internal-revenue laws, pay the same in 
Jegal-tenders or in bank-notes, and there can be no good reason why 
the wholesale merchant shall not pay his customs in greenbacks also. 
We will have but little trouble to coin gold and silver enough to pay 
the interest on our public debt, the balance of trade being now in our 
favor. Repeal the resumption act, receive legal-tenders in payment 
of customs dues, and resumption naturally follows without the great 
shrinkage of values and general destruction of the industries of the 
sountry. 
' Another great cause of the depression in the industries of our 
country is 
OUR PRESENT TARIFF. 

Whatever may have been the views of our earlier statesmen as to 
a protective tariff or tariffs incidentally affording protection, because 
of the infancy ef our manufacturing institutions, I can not now see 
that this netessity exists. 
As I have said, by the improved machinery in use and tho superior 
skilled labor now employed in our manufactories they can compete 
with those of any other country. In all the various exhibitions at 
home and abroad where the products of our manufactories have 
come in competition with those of the world we have borne off our 
due share of prizes, and those articles in the main can be produced as 
cheaply here as anywhere in the world, yet we are paying an im- 
mense tribute to those manufacturers by reason of the very high tar- 
iff we have been paying for the last few years. 
By reason of this unwise policy there is but little demand abroad 
for a large amount of the useful articles that we can supply cheaper 
than other countries. We have by these restrictive laws said to the 
producer and artisan of other countries, “‘ we do not desire yon to 
sell your productions here.” By this means we say we do not desire 
to sell our productions abroad. At any rate, this is the effect of the 
policy. One of the most instructive illustrations of the evil effect of 
legislative restrictions on trade and commerce is to be found in the 
commercial relations of the United States with British North Amer- 
ica. In 1852 the estimated exchanges between the two countries was 
about $20,500,000. During the year 1854 there was a reciprocity 
treaty formed between the two countries with very slight import 
duties. The year after this treaty went into effect the exchanges 
were about $33,250,000, and they continued to increase until in 1365 
they amounted to about $34,000,000. We then repealed this favora- 
ble treaty and from that time to 1875 the exchanges only averaged 
about $58,000,000 a year, while both countries were increasing rap- 
idly in population and wealth. 
The manufacturing industries of this country are now in a languish- 
ing condition, and have been for three or four years, and it is mainly 
on oon of this restrictive policy of protection when they do not 
need it. 
Permit me to mention a few articles that are protected, and see how 
it has operated. 
Woolen goods are protected from 75 to 140 per cent.; common 
blankets pay 125 per cent.; flannel, pilot, and beaver cloths nearly 
100 per cent. Our importation in these things have fallen off to a 
wonderful extent, being only about $25,000,000 in 1877. And yet our 
mannfacturers of these ond are in an embarrassed condition. 

Under a revenue tariff the woolen products of the country had in- 
creased with wonderful rapidity. In 1850 the value produced here 
was about $43,000,000; in 1870 about $155,000,000, being over 300 per 
cent. This increase in twenty years is without a parallel, except inthe 
production of iron; but in 1877, under a protective system, these pro- 
duetions have fallen off to about $130,000,000. The business of these 
manufacturers is growing worse and worse every year, and the im- 
portation of these articles is less each year, showing that they have 
less each year with which to contend. 
There was imported of these goods in 1876 to the amount of about 
$47,500,000, while in 1877 there was only about $25,500,000. 
_ There is no country so rich in iron-ore as ours, none in which 
‘ron can be so cheaply manufactured. Under a proper system of 
duties this great industry increased with unparalleled rapidity. In 
Isl) the value of the production of iron in all of its forms in the 
United States was about $53,000,000 and in 1870 it had increased to 
the value of about $305,193,347, while under the protective principle 
it has fallen off to about $240,000,000, in 1877. Bar-iron is protected 
em than 50 per cent., and becanse the manufacturers are shut in 
"y this protective policy they sell none abroad and their founderies 
aud rolling-mills are closiyg up daily. 
ae oo We produced in forged and rolled iron about $128,000,000 
about $0 * 1877 only about $98 ,000,000. Of this we only exported 
Britai a0 000, and nearly all of that went to Canada, while Great 

‘tain, with her free trade, exports to foreign countries sometimes as 
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the present tariff on other industries. 
my argument is, if we restrict the trade in the productions of other 
countries we will be restricted in our own trade with them. 





country. 
States about forty-eight million dollars’ worth of clothing. And yet, 
with a large increase of population, in 1877 it only amounted to 
$85,000,000, and ont of this suin we only exported about $585,000. 
1860 the value of the wearing-apparel manufactured was about 
$58,000,000, and we exported about $525,000. 
about half as much as in 1870, but the exports were nearly as much 
in 1860 as in 1877. 
latter, ungler a protective tariff. 


duty thereon was only $79,144, a falling off of $312,252. 





much as $3,000,000 per month. I will illustrate further the effect of 





If you will bear in mind, 


The clothing business has almost reached perfection in this 
In this business in 1870 there was made in the United 
In 
The production was 
The former was under the revenue tariff; the 


I will iflustrate further. We imported in 1870, 8,220,545 dozens of 


spools of thread valued at about $1,122,447, and the duty collected 


thereon was about $391,396. There was very little thread manufact- 
ured in the United States at that time, but the manufacture of these 


articles began, and although they have been protected about 75 per 
cent. they are in a very crippled condition at this time. 


While 
725,346 dozen spools, in 1877, valued at $104,803, the 
Thus the 
Treasury has been robbed of this sum while the manufacturers seem 
not to have made anything thereby. 

Why multiply examples when the history of the country has shown 
as a general thing under the revenue tariff we have almost always 
prospered, while under the protective tariff the people and the coun- 
try have suffered. It has been estimated by competent judges that 


we imported 


the home industries of this country supply the people annually with 
manufactured goods to the value of $39 


100,000,000. Now; this for the 
last thirteen years has amounted to $39,000,000,000. During that 
time we have paid an average tariff of more than 40 per cent. on the 
dutiable articles. 

Now, if the tariff of 1857 had been in operation when the average 


tariff was very much less, our people could have purchased them tor 


$2,400,000 or 20 per cent. less than they now can be purchased. 

If these figures be true, we have paid annually to protect these 
home industries $600,000,000 over and above the tariff which went into 
the Treasury, thus making in the thirteen years $7,000,800,000. This 
is a grievous burden to the people, and they demand a reduction of 
the present high tariff. 

These are not all the bad effects of this tariff. 
falling off year by year and getting very low. 
below. 

There were collected of duties in the following years the following 
amounts : 


Our revenues are 
I give a few years 


es jemeeds ae deg aed ade daeae ‘Cuvvidussuadien - $212, 030, 72 

Mt ee ue cuated dete ae aeeae ppiisaias Gamadd ante 184, 556, 045 
a che sl bas aneend aeuees ocin eu -- 160,185, 382 
isa ales oid cade create aided ani o eae ocean Sxcareear ae 154, 271, 205 
a7 wren adh than Baas alc aeons dear ware ae eel 144, 922, 447 
PEs Pawn dda gadtsnene wake acnwostecons wOGKs wescee 128, 427,243 


This tariff has also almost destroyed our commerce. Under the 
commerce of 1857, until the war began, we were carrying about 66 
per cent. of the commerce to and from the United States, while the 
other nations were carrying 34 per cent. of the same; but in 1477 
our ships carried about 26 per cent. and the foreign ships carrried 
74 per cent. England under her free trade far outstrips us now in 
carrying this commerce, and her exports of manufactures are many 
times greater than ours. I give only one article for one year, which 
may be regarded as nearly an average one. In 1875 Great Britain 
exported cotton goods to the value of $.'58,858,565, while the United 
States exported only to the value of $4,990,695. 

In view of all these facts I will cheerfully support any bill pro- 
posing a reduction of the tariff, because the same will lighten the 
burdens of the people, produce more revenue, send abroad more of 
our products, and revive the commerce of the country. 

There is one other law upon the statute-books which produces dis- 
asters to the business interests of the country. I mean the 

BANKRUPT LAW, 

I do not believe there ever existed a time when one should have 
been passed, and if, as some supposed, after the war and after such a 
great panic or crash as there was in 1873, many henest, enterprising 
men availed themselves of its provisions and by that means were en- 
abled to start in honorable business again, yet. while this may be the 
case it opens a wide door to fraud, corruption, and perjury. It is but 
too often the case that men enter into large transactions and specu- 
lations, intending to fail. They proceed for awhile with a fair show 
of success. They have laid aside or given over to wife or child, or 
some other person for them, a large portion of other men’s money. 
They then fail, go into voluntary bankruptcy, or are forced into tle 
same. They profess to surrender all of their effects, ay, they swear 
falsely to secure a discharge from their debts, and when the discharge 
comes they assist in bankrupting others, while they have by fraud 
and perjury laid aside a competency for themselves, and they are by 
law placed in a position to deceive and swindle others again. It fre- 
quently occurs that good, honest men are refused credit because 
the dishonest resort to this law for protection. Once an estate gets 
into bankruptcy the bigger portion of it iseaten up in fees and costs, 
and the creditors get but little. I believe this law begets a lack of 
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confidence, thereby obstructing legitimate trade. It leads to corrupt 
practices, causes perjury in many cases, and is altogether immoral in 
its tendencies, and should be repealed. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, having given my views on the principal causes 
of the general stagnation of business, the great disasters and suffer- 
ing among the people, I will give my ideas of some of the remedies 
to be applied. 

First. Silver should be remonetized and the standard fixed at 412} 
grains to the dollar. The mines of our western Territories are rich 
and inexhaustible, inviting thousands of unemployed laborers to bring 
silver into coin, thus giving a new impetus to trade and commerce 
and adding to the wealth of the country, for every bar of this pre- 
cious metal mined and every dollar coined assist in regulating the 
proper values of the country and add to the general wealth and 
prosperity of the country. 

Second. The resumption act should be repealed. By so doing, con- 
fidence, which is so essential to a healthy state of business and which is 
now almost extinct in business circles, would be revived and the money 
which is now lying idle in the coffers of the bank or with individu- 
als will find its way into circulation, thus reviving all industries and 
trades in all sections of the country. When men are satisfied they 
will not have to pay their debts in gold and required at ruinous sac- 
rifices to raise the same, they will be inspired with new zeal to enter 
into the great business concerns of life, and although the Government 
must provide gold to pay the interest upon her bonds, individuals 
will know they can pay their debts as between man and man in the 
currency of the country. This repeal would infuse new life and 
energy in all kinds of business. 

Third. A portion or all of the customs dues should be paid in 
legal-tenders. Gold is now the standard of value. The object of 
resumption is to bring gold and the paper money of the country 
upon par, making the purchasing power of one as great as the 
other. Nothing will so completely accomplish this result as to re- 
ceive legal-tender notes in payment of customs. They are now a 
legal-tender for all debts between man and man and between the 
citizen and the Government, except interest on the bonds, and it 
should be for debts due by individuals for customs dues. The reve- 
nue dues of the distiller, rectifier, and tobacco-mannfacturer are paid 
in currency; the customs dues paid by wholesale merchants should 
be paid in greenbacks. 

Fourth. The present tariff should be so reduced and modified as to 
make the same for revenue purposes only, and not for protection. 
By this reduction and modification our ports would be measurably 
thrown open to the products of other countries, enabling the labor- 
ing classes to purchase many of the necessaries of life, and a much 
larger number of them than under the present system, thus lifting 
from them a heavy burden, while it would also increase largely the 
exports of the immense surplus of products of this country, thus 
reviving the general business and commerce of each and every part 
of the United States. 

Fifth. The bankrupt law should be repealed, because the same 
begets distrust in business cireles, thereby retarding the general 
business of the country, because the same is immoral in its tendency, 
leading to perjury and corruption. 

Sixth. A rigid economy should be enforced in the conduct of each 
and every department of the Government, thereby greatly reducing 
the enormous amount heretofore required to carry on its operations 
and thus lessening the taxes which now oppress the people. Hon- 
esty, capacity, and fidelity should be the requisites for official posi- 
tion. We should reject all useless and extravagant appropriations, 
and see that no more employés are upon the pay-rolls than are act- 
ually necessary to conduct the business of the Government. We 
shonld reorganize the Army and dispense with the large number of 
oflicers and reduce the Army to fifteen thousand men, which is now 
ample in time of profound peace. 

Mr. Speaker, two of these remedies this House has already passed; 
the residue I shall earnestly labor to secure during this session of 
Congress, and should we sueceed in securing all of them I feel that 
the whole country and all its industries will be revived and start ont 
afresh upon the bigh road to wealth and prosperity. 


REMONETIZATION AND FREE COINAGE OF SILVER. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I propose to offer some remarks npon 
the subject of the remonetization and free coinage of the silver dollar 
and the legal tender thereof. I do not propose to indulge in the plati- 
tudes and the clap-trap of financial theorists, because the question 
is too intensely practical to justify any one in attempting to allay 
or mislead the minds of the country with such philosophical disqui- 
sitions. 

The question is so vitally practical that it pushes its fibers into 
ae man’s pocket and sends its roots into all the channels of in- 
dustry. 

I feel deeply interested in this measure. I believe I can say with- 
out vanity that I was the first person to call the attention of this 
body and of the country, in January, 1875, to the remonetization of 
the silver dollar. I followed it up in the Forty-fourth Congress and 
pressed it with zeal upon the attention of the democratic party and 
of this House. I am here to-day to follow it up with equal zeal, and 
press it still further upon the consideration of this body and of 
the country, 


_ Mr. Speaker, it is very proper to know what is the gist of the, — 
tion before the country. The question is not whether we shal] i 
a bimetallic currency ; that question has been settled by the Cometh 
tution of our country. It is no longer an open question, be oo 
bedded in the Constitution, the organic law of the country. 
sir, it is idle for us to consume the time of this body 1 
country in such adiscussion. Beyond question the right was reserve; 
to the States to make gold and silver alegal tender. In consideratio 
of that reserved power to the States, the power was conferred jyy the 
States on the General Government to coin money and to regulate tho 
value of foreign coins, clearly showing that the General Government 
had assumed the obligation of domestic coinage, and also guaranteed 
the intlow of foreign coins. By these provisions the people supposed 
that they would be secure in all their money facilities, 7 

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, the important question arises out 
of these constitutional provisions, that the people as well as the 
States should have the power to make gold or silver a legal tender jn 
the solution of the debts of the States and in solution of the debts of 
private individuals. What was to be the extent of this tender? [t 
was to be commensurate with the wants either of the States or of the 
individuals; and if such right existed I should like to know why jt 
is that the question is agitated now and the right arrogated under 
the Constitution of the United States to demonetize silver at the ex- 
pense of the Constitution and the rights of the people? 

Sir, it is not an open question ; it is a question settled; and when- 
ever the Congress of the United States attempts to disturb that well- 
settled principle it overleaps the barriers of the Constitution dnd 
runs riot over the rights of the people and the States. I am sup- 
ported in this. Here is the argument of Mr. Thomas H. Benton, 
who was considered the father of the hard-money doctrine and called 
“Old Bullion.” If gentlemen are interested enough in the question 
here is his argument, and I shall only read a paragraph from it. | 
read from volume 1, page 444 of his Thirty Years’ View : 

Mr. Benton believed that it was the intention and declared meaning of the Con. 
stitution that foreign coins should pass currently as money, and at their full 
value, within the United States; that it was the duty of Congress to promote the 
circulation of these coins by givingthem their full value; that this was the design 
of the States n conferring upon Congress the exclusive power of regulating the 
value of these coins; that all the laws of Congress for preventing the circulation 
of foreign coins, and underrating their value, were s0 many breaches of the Con- 
stitution, and so many mischicfs inflicted upon the States; and that it was the 
bounden duty of Congress to repeal all such laws, and to restore foreign coins to 
the same free and favored circulation which they possessed when the Federal 
Constitution was adopted. 

If the fact be so, Mr. Speaker, I come to the important question 
and announce that the demonetization of the silver dollar was a 
breach of the Constitution, that it was destructive of the rights of the 
States, that it was an invasion of the rights of the people, that it was 
striking down one of the elements of legal tender for the solution of 
contracts in the United States. I, sir, stand here and propose to 
meet the question precisely as it is. I say, sir, that the demonetiza- 
tion of the silver dollar was a fraud upon the people of the United 
States by depriving them of one of their constitutional coins; that it 
was a fraud on the General and State Governments by lopping off one 
of their financial arms; that it was a fraud on the legislation of the 
country by an undue advantage in cutting off legislative considera- 
tidn ; that it was a fraud on the President of the United States, from 
whom the frand was concealed by the artful phraseology of the law, 
as shown by his Cowdry letter; that it wasa fraud on the mining 
resources of the country by depreciating the value of our vast silver 
mines; that it was a frand on posterity by an atteinpt to double the 
valuo of the public debt which goes to them by inheritance. 

I happened to be a member of Congress at the time of the passage 
of that bill. Its passage is not susceptible of vindication, notwith- 
standing the puerile apologies in its bebalf. It was passed by fraud in 
the House, never having been printed in advance, being a substitute for 
the printed bill; never having been read at the Clerk’s desk, the read- 
ing having been dispensed with by an impression that the bill made 
no material alteration in the coinage laws; it was passed without 
discussion, debate being cut off by operation of the previous question. 
It was passed to my certain information under such circumstances 
that the frand escaped the attention of some of the most watchful 
as well as the ablest statesmen in Congress at the time. It was 
passed near the closing days of the session, when in the bustle and 
precipitate rush of business it was most favorable for the conceal- 
ment of frand. It was passed without previous discussion or agita- 
tion before the people and without having been voted «pon by the peo- 
ple. Ay, sir, it was a fraud that “ smells to heaven.” It was a fraud 
that will stink in the nose of posterity and for which some pelsous 
must give account in the day of retribution, and God grant “that ne 
guilty man may escape!” 

I state furthermore, Mr. Speaker, that the attempt to hold the 
fraudulent advantage which has been secured by that legislation is 
indefensible, in my opinion, upon any principle of either law or 
morality. 

But, sir, we will notice now an apology or two for the passage of 
this act. We are told, sir, that under the law of 1834 gold was over- 
valued and forced silver out of the country. Then, sir, if gold had 
been overvalued it ought to have been reduced in value by appre 
priate legislation which would bring it to the equation of silly er ° 
that both metals should harmonize as a currency in the country © 4 
out resorting to the unphilosophic, unconstitutional mode of banish: 


ing im- 
Why, 
and that of the 
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ow the unoffending metal from the country. The error of the former 
Ne tion ought to have been corrected. To show the evils of that 
I eri I call the attention of the Honse to an extract from Mr. 
wo ’s valuable work on Metallic Currency in America: 


ori ‘iver coinage was always liable to exportation, for the simple reason 

“ ee nen PROPORTION OF SILVER. In ail conntries where the 
ee ‘luation prevails, the relative proportion of value between gold and sil- 

eae a at 1 to 15}, and the market value of silverin countries where it is not 

: — 4 vive on the average the same result. Inthe United States alone the 
st — was 1 part of gold to 16 of silver, (15 98*.37,) the proportion resulting 
a Eagle at 258 and the silver dollar at a grains. The dollar, therefore, 
_ aoe 34 (3.29) per cent. more silver than it ought to have contained accordin 
oan maioal vals. No wonder, then, that the dollar was rapidly exported an¢ 
eon one found inducement to bring silver to the mints for coinage. And let it 
on vd .pstood that the supply of gold had little or nothing to do with this. Long 
We eee discovery of gold in California, ever since 1837, has the effect of this 
ee an on the United States silver dollar made itself manifest. In exchange for 
eee foreigner need not have supplied gold; other commodities served the pur- 
. ae realizing elsewhere the large profit which the United States gave ty the 
coer of ber silver coin. Much that has been doubtfal, peculiar, and unsatis- 
po nal in the history of the United States currency between 1837 and 1850 owes 
;- oriin to this astounding mistake on the part of the Government, which must, 
om ery one ean see, have given rise to general disorganization of the currency 
a tod sappointment in the capacity of the country to retain metallic currency. 
I go f urther and say that it was the cause why America was obliged to make so 
larze a use of paper money, with all its evils of unequal interests, extravagant 
habits aud expenditare.—Seyd on Metallic Currency, pages 52, 53. 

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, they tell us that the old dollar 
was dead. Dead! Why, Mr. Speaker, if dead it needed no enact- 
ment. But if it was not for the time needed, the dormant right to 
it remained in the Constitution, as many dormant powers remain there 
to be called up and exercised as occasion may demand ; therefore 
the argument is without reason, and [shall proceed tu notice another. 
If it was dead then I suppose they enacted that it should be buried. 
and the funeral ceremonies were performed here under the act of 
1873, which was the winding-sheet of the old silver dollar—the old 
dollar of the fathers, with all its historic memories. Sir, they bore 
it away as in the case of a burial of old under circumstances which 
are familiar to every one: 

Not adrum was heard, not a funeral note, 
As his corse to the rampart we hurried. 
* * * * 





We carved not a line, and we raised not a stone 
But left him alone with his glory. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it ought to have been sufficient forthose who were 
apologizing for the demonetization of the old silver dollar to have told 
the truth about the old veteran that had stood and battled with all 
the financial storms of the Government from 1792 down to 173. 
Investigation shows it was not dead, but that it was alive. From 
the report of the Director of the Mint in 1876, pages 33 and 34, it ap- 
pears—and I have the table here—that for the last two years before 
its demonetization there was more of the old silver dollar coined at 
the American Mint than in any five years before that time. Here is 
the evidence: 

The following statement shows the silver dollars coined in the United States 
from 1792 till 1473; and that in 1872 and 1873 more silver dollars were coined at the 
United States Mint than in any five years from the commencement of the Govern- 
ment. It will be seen, then, that these reasons assigned for the demonetization of 
the silver dollar are pure fabrications. 

















Year. Number. Year. Number. 
DE ieh etatcds skepheessecsse 45, 000 
CE Fe nkchsidesniances tiie news 62, 600 
i tiialiine heen iainh ahee moines 47, 500 
nt i256 cendunwee ned bance 1, 300 
i i a ales coumdneseotenndens 1, 100 
ED Be cacbemencscdtobsceccoves 46,110 
8, 33, 140 
220, 920 i nein tation atiacmeesinn eae 26, 000 
dc snanh ocndmen sadinw din 63, 500 
TE asiueddee ceeckbassecekoee 94, 000 
cnet on celbbenens oe tticdbbe ees 
ED atin chenitindbaen tkicelentdad 288, 500 
si cieinnesennetentenias 600, 530 
EE cc radknun ddncepenemons 599, 500 
i vehiehenaduccsheseues te 1,750 
: Sl hinnianaokesmwen anawit 31, 400 
EE ee ne oc cue cunces annant 23, 170 
tt cninenandesnaseseansets 32, 900 
TET <. cinananawnebunee nonaed 58, 500 
SET Snbives vebssccctsboccces< 57, 000 
SET Rb accdecacns: ceotecegness 54, 800 
TT 231, 350 
ane panesneneninnensane 588, 308 
EES vous siuisoes on secnne nue 659, 929 
168, 600 }] 18728 ............ peceebevecite 1, 112, 961 
140, 750 || 1873, three months......... 977, 150 





. The true reason, Mr. Speaker, was to be found in another fact. 
_ rmany was attempting the demonetization of her silver. She 
thought she was becoming affluent in goid by reason of the Franco- 
rman indemnity and commenced the project ; and it was supposed 
that the apprehended engorgement of America with silver might re- 
‘nit in the depreciation of the American bonds. Hence we find the 
movement commences abroad and reaches to this country, and we 
lave the foreign bondholder uniting with the American bondholder 
and beseeching the Congress of the United States in a clandestine 
Manner; and the project for the solution of the dtfliculty was in the 
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demonetization of the silver dollar, because the bonds were payable 
in that coin. That would make gold higher and would make silver 
cheaper; it would make our bonds, if they succeeded in the demoner 
tization of the silver dollar, 1.20 to 1 of the face value of the hoya. 
The American statesman sees the bondholder siti. + “likea fale Mam- 
mon” amid his boxes of gold and bonds; he listen. _«7 iis siren song of 
national honor and his heart melts and the bogi; is granted, and the 
old silver dollar is buried out of sight forthe time, and the people, 
the hard-handedi people, upon whose broad backs all the industries 
of this countr) vest for thei? prosperity, get only the copper and the 
nickel and the subsidiary silver coins 7 per cent. light! 
leled American smartness ! 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I propose to offer some reasons why the silver 
dollar should be recoined. In the first place, the obligations of the 
Constitution require that it should be remonetized. 

Second. It is needed for general circulation to pay the debts, the 
taxes, and the judgments which may be rendered against pri- 
vate individuals. California, we are told, can consume and utilize 
$100,000,000 herself. 

Third. It is needed by the States for revenues to pay their bonds 
and other debts. The General Government has taxed State banks 
out of existence, expelled foreign coins, and deprived the States of 
facilities which they had from the foundation of the Government in 
the discharge of their obligations. Hence it is right that we see that 
this currency is restored to them. 

Fourth. It is needed by the banks for reserves, for deposits, and 
for a ballast against inflation, and for specie resumption if they ever 
reach that point. 

Fifth. It is needed for foreign trade with Mexico, South America, 
Canada, China, and all the other specie-using nations of the globe, 
forming two-thirds of the population of the globe. 

Mixth. It is needed to utilize our vast silver mines, to employ our 
mining labor, and to turn the silver streams inté the channels of 
trade. It isneeded for the encouragement of our languishing indus- 
tries and the employment of our starving laborers. 

Seventh. It is needed for national revenues, and to pay the national 
debt according to contract. 

The act of 1569 provides “for the payment in coin or its equiva- 
lent” of the notes, “and of all the interest-bearing obligations of the 
United States, except in cases where the law authorizing the issue of 
any such obligations has expressly provided that the same may be paid 
in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver.” 

Here the law defines that the word “coin” as used means “gold 
and silver.” 

The act of 1870 provides that the bonds issued under it shall be 
payablein coin, at its(then) standard value. Bothgold and silver had 
their legal standard value at the time, and the coin mentioned could 
have referred only to the legal standard coins of the United States, 
gold and si/rer. 

Then if it be lawful to pay in silver, there is no reason why it should 
not be done, though if were as plenty “as the stones in the street.” 
And it would be unjust to a distressed people to throw away the poor 
advantage of paying the publie debt in silver as well as gold. Mr. 
Seyd, in bis excellent treatise on Metallic Currency in the United 
States, page 50, says: 


Unparal- 


Iam convinced thatif America again introduced the free coinage of silver she 
would be enabled to retain many millions per annum, would be able to resume 
specie payments, and pay off her national debt much sooner. 


It is needed, in the eighth place, for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, as General Grant said, to aid in paving the way to it, and he 
was right for once. He was in favor of hoarding three or four hun- 
dred millions of dollars by the people, and the people must always 
have coin to sustain the solid specie payments of the country as I 
will demonstrate in another connection. 

Ninth. I propose to show that resumption, in its proper sense, is 
impossible in gold in the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, what are the requisites of specie resumption for a 
nation? I apprehend there is much disagreement upon this point: 
1 apprehend that there is much misunderstanding upon this subject. 
Now, sir, what is the rule? but before I enter upon the rule, I will 
make a statement with reference to the amount of outstanding eur- 
rency and obligations that have to be met in order to put the coun- 
try on what might be called a solid specie basis. 

The attention of the House is respectfully invited to a few figures: 
National-bank notes in cireulation November 1, 1477, 


as per report Comptroller Currency ..............-. $315, 881, 990 
United States notes, same date.....................-. 354, 490, 92 
Deposits in national banks, same date..... o knee Veews 691, 900, 000 
Deposits in State and saving-banks.................- 1, 377, 520, 000 

OUND ib id b call Whweds end ecesd Ghee rdbsaes 2, 719, 792, B82 


These large figures confront us in our road to resumption. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the point to which I wish to call the attention 
of this body particularly is this, that the rule of resumption, as 
has been supposed by many and as has been adopted by the United 
States, should be considered as3 to L; but, according to Amasa Walker, 
the rule in fact has been an average of about 4 to 1 and even greater 
in the United States. But this rule of 3 to 1 has been supposed only 
to apply to the circulation of the banks of the United States. It is 
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borrowed or pretended to be borrowed from the English rale upon 
. the subject.. I propose to call the attention of the House to the En- 
“sglish rule so that America as she has been indulging her imitative 
fa@nity will be disposed to give due consideration to the English 
rule whith bas been made imperative by statute as to specie pay- 
ments. I call the attention of the House to the work of Mr. Benton, 


1 


volume 2, pages 128, 129, who explains and quotes the English rule. 


Here is the rule: 
{From Benton's Thirty Yeats’ View, volyme 2, pages 128 and 129.) 


This is a point of great moment—one 2h which the public mind has not been 
sufticiently awakened in this country, though well understood and daly valued in 
England, The charters of banks in the United States are usually drawn on this 


principle, that a certain proportion of the capital, and sometimes the whole of it, 


ahall be paid up in gold or silver before the charter shall take effect. This is the 
usual provision, without any obligation on the bank to retain any pert of this 
specie after it gets into operation; and this provision has too often proved to 


be illusory and deceptive. In many cases the bunks have borrowed the requi 


site amount for a day and then returned it; in many other cases the proportion of 
specie, though paid up in good faith, is immediately lent out or parted with. The 
result to the public is about the same in both cases; the bank has little or no specie 


and its place is supplied by the notes of other banks. The great vice of the bank- 


ing system of the United States is in banking upon paper, upon the paper of each 


other, and treating this paper as cash. This may be safe among the banks them- 
selves; it may enable them to settle with one another and to liquidate reciprocal 


balances; but to the public it is nothing. In the event of a run upon a bank or a 
genera! run upon all banks it is specie and not paper that is wanted. It is specie 


and not paper which the public want and must have. 
. . . e 7 . * 


The true proportion is one-third, and this to apply to all the circulation and de- 


posits, except those which are special. This proportion has been fixed for a hun- 
dred years atthe Bank of England; and just so often as that bank has fallen be- 
low this proportion, mischief has occurred. This is the sworn opinion of the pres- 
ent governor of the Bank of England and of the directors of that institution. 
Before Lord Althorpe’s committee in 1832,Mr. Horsley Palmer, the governor of 
the bank, testified in these words: 

“The average proportion, as already observed, of coin and bullion, which the 
bank thinks it prudent to keep on hand, is at the rate of a third of the total amount 
of all her liabilities, including deposits as well as issues.” 

Mr. George Ward Norman, a director of the bank, states the same thing in a 
diflerent form of words. He says: 

“For a full state of the circulation and the deposits, say twenty-one millions of 
notes and six millions of deposits, making in the whole twenty-seven millions of 
liabilities, the proper sum in coin and bullion forthe bank to retain is nine millions. 
Thus, the average proportion of one-third between the specic on hand and the cir- 
culation and deposits must be considered as an established principle at that bank, 
which is quite the largest and among the oldest—probably the very oldest bank of 
circulation in the world.” 

The Bank of England is not merely required to keep on hand, in bullion, the 
one-third of its immediate liabilities ; it is bound also to let the country see that it 
has or has not that proportion on hand. By an act of the third year of William 
1V, it is required to a quarterly publications of the average of the weekly 
liabilities of the bank, that the public may see whenever it descends below the 
point of safety. Here is the last of these publications, which is a full exemplifi- 
cation of the role and the policy which now govern that bank : 


“ Quarterly average of the weekly liabilities and assets of the Bank of England from 


the 12th December, 1837, to the 6th of March, 1838, both inclusive, published pursuant 
to the act3 William IV, cap. 98.” 











Liabilities : 
Cincnlatiom .cocccvcccccvccccvevcsesccccecs ccccoscccsesescecccoupensces £18, 600, 000 
Deposits... cccccccccccccces cewccesccccccccssccccs cccevesessesecess 11, 535, 000 
30, 135, 000 
Assets: 
Securitios.... .......+- wer cue cece cceccccecccccces es coeccccccssesccs 22, 792, 900 
Bullion 


cccensccovcsccccecceccs eccccccccccccccsecsccccces coscescosccsces «610,015,608 








32, 807, 900 
** Lonpon, March 12." 


The proportion in England is one-third. The bank relies upon its debts and 
other resources for the other two-thirds in the event of a run upon it. 

So you tind, Mr. Speaker, that the ruie adopted by the Bank of 
England, or rather under the act of Parliament, was that one-third of 
the liability in coin and bullion should always be in the bank, and 
that when a run was made on the bank by the time it had exhausted 
that one-third it could, from its loans, collect the two-thirds re- 
mainder in coin from the country, so that it might be prepared to pay 
off all its liabilities to every individual who had a claim against the 
bank. That is the rule, and I propose now to apply that rnle to the 
currency of the United States and the currency and deposits of the 
banks, to see whether we can compass the much-coveted object of 
specie resumption, as it is called. 

Now, sir, what are the facts as to the amount necessary to start 
the resumption machinery? Let us see. Here are the outstanding 
United States Treasury notes in full, amounting to $354,490,892; one- 
third of the circulation of the national banks, $101,960,663; one- 
third of the deposits of the national banks, $230,633,000 ; one-third of 
the State and savings-banks deposits, $455,560,666 ; to pay the annual 
interest and sinking fund, $130,000,000; making $1,272,645,554, that 
is, to pay the outstanding Treasury notes of the United States in full 
and to pay one-third of the liabilities of banks, national and State. 
But it does not stop there, Mr. Speaker; but suppose by the English 
rule that the people hold two-thirds of the bank circulation and de- 
posits in gold which may be collected from loans while paying out 
one-third while a run is made on these institutions. Then the people 
in the United States, to support the Government and banks, ought to 
have in circulation two-thirds of the bank circulation, deposits, and 
annual interest on the bonds and sinking fund in gold, which would 
make in the hands of the people $1,656,877,992. Add to that $1,272,- 
645,554, which is supposed to be held by the banks, and you have the 
grand total of $2,929,523,546 required to put the United States upon 
the specie basis of the English government. 
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France has $1,200,000,000 of metal in her banks and in the 
and $520,000,000 of currency besides her deposits. Yet she e; 
venture to become specie-paying without detriment to herself. 1 
stead of resumption on the Ist of January, 1878, as contemplat “d > 
has instead recently issued $50,000,000 more paper currency. G 
many has $:300,000,000 of gold, and she is making an effort to at. 
a gold specie basis. But the coveted goal is far before her - 

Let us apply the facts and see how far the United States 
this specie resumption, as it is called. According to the report of t] 
Director of the Mint, we have in coin and bullion in this country 
$15,000,000 of gold. Understand that the proposition is to cae 7 
Of this amount of gold the Government holds $32, d the 


2,595,000 ¢ o 
banks hold $5,000,000; so that the Government and the caleaaea 


behind. 

Now let us take this $185,000,000 and subtract it from $2.¢ 
000, and we still have $2,744,000,000 to be provided in gold to enable 
us to reach the English specie basis. Whence is this to come? The 
Director of the Mint, in his report for 1874, page 20, uses the fol. 
lowing language. Will gentlemen now give me their attention ? I 
am using the argument and testimony of an adversary, Let us see 
what he says upon the subject of gold supply in the world and in the 
United States. Here is his language: 


country, 


» She 


is from 


129,000. 


[From Report of the Director of the Mint, June 30, 1874, page 29.) 

The opinion has often been advanced that the large amount of gold yielded by 
the mines of the United States and Australia has produced an engorgement in tha 
markets of the world. That such was the eflect during the first five years after 
these mines were opened and during which time the maximum production wag 
reached, and that a general advance in prices followed, may be safely admitted 
but the undeniable fact that leading countries, like the United States, Russia. Aus. 
tria, France, and Italy, are compelled to use inconvertible paper-money, not from 
choice, but because they have not suflicient coin for a specie basis, would appear 
to show conclusively that there is not too much gold, and especially as no one country 
appears to possess a redundancy. This fact, and particularly when it is considered 
that the annual production of gold is gradually decreasing, should dispel any fears 
which may be entertained of its future decline in value relatively to land, labor 
and commodities. : ; 

That is the testimony of a witness who is a gold bullionist, a man 
who is in favor of the demonetization of the silver dollar. We find, 
therefore, that there is no engorgement of gold, no redundancy of gold 
in Europe or America, and gold is on the decrease. The United States, 
Russia, Austria, France, and Italy are compelled to use inconvertible 
money for the want of gold. 

Then, what is the conclusion of the argument ? 

Where will you go in quest of your gold? Will you go to Europe? 
The countries there are in a scramble for it; it is not there. Will 
you go to your own mines? From them the flow of gold, like the 
fabled stream of Pactolus, flows only to bear the golden treasure to 
other shores, leaving but a little sediment in your own country as it 
flows through. 

An effort was made to introduce the gold standard into India; but 
Mr. Bagehot, an English writer and a gold bullionist, argued that it 
was impolitic and impossible. 

Our Government has found it impossible to introduce foreign gold 
into our country through the powerful medium of our national bonds 
with their large rate of interest. If anything can attract the gold 
from Europe it is the American bond. It is not to be introduced 
through the skill and management of the syndicate. But what is this 
syndicate? It is part English and part American—might be styled a 
compound of the British lion and the American eagle. Its prototype 
was a fabulous monster of the ancient Greeks, called a griflin, which 
had the head and wings of an eagle and the body of a lion, and was sup- 
posed to “ watch over minesof gold.” Itsimage wassometimesstamped 
on ancient coins. At present it is not active, but it is watching the 
issue of the silver bill. In plain English it is an association formed 
for the purpose of practicing a feat in financial hocus-pocus, by which 
they extract coin-interest-bearing bonds of the United States, under 
the acts of 1870 and 1875, in exchange for non-interest-bearing Treas- 
ury notes, without increasing the gold coin of the country a single 
dollar. But how can that be done P The Secretary of the Treasury 
gives notice that on a certain day he will sell five millions of bonds 
for gold for the purpose of redeeming legal-tender notes under the 
act of 1875. ee 
We will say that there are fifty banks and gold brokers, English 
and American, that have tive millions of gold on deposit in the vaults 
of the banks. They have also hoarded five millions of Treasury notes. 
On the day appointed they appear before the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and they propose to buy five millions of bonds if he will take 
checks for that amount of gold on deposit in the vaults of the banks. 
The Secretary accepts the proposition, knowing that the gold is never 
moved in large transactions. The bonds are exchanged for the gold 
checks; but just here the syndicate presents $5,000,000 of legal-tend- 
ers for redemption, and the Secretary exchanges the gold checks for 
the legal tenders. ‘The result of the transaction is the syndicate has 
the interest-bearing bonds and the gold unmoved in the vaults of the 
banks; the Secretary has the legal-tenders, which are carried to the 
destruction account and burned up; the people have lost their money 
from circulation and have gained a new burden in the interest 00 
the bonds. a 

The syndicate only repeats the process at as many calls as the See- 
retary may choose to make. The gold remains in the banks, the sy2- 
dicate holds the interest-bearing bonds, and the le al-tenders ~~ 
absorbed, and so the process is continued until the whole legal-tenders 














of the United States are “wiped out,” and $5,000,000 have done the 
whole Speaker, will the House permit me to tell a little anec- 
dote in illustration of this matter, which is said to have occurred to 
, western foresteT, & Man of celebrity in his day, the well-known 
Colonel Davy Crockett. Silence gives consent, and I will tell it. He 
went on one occasion, with a number of his jolly friends, to a grocery. 
He had a single coon-skin, which was currency in that day, with 
whieh he wished to buy @ quart of whisky. He laid his coon-skin on 
the counter and got his whisky. He asked what he should do with 
it, and was told to throw it into the loft, which he did. After they 
drank their whisky, the colonel went around and twisted the coon- 
ckin out of the loft with his ramrod, and, bringing it back to the 
counter, bought another quart of whisky. The coon-skin was again 
thrown into the loft and again the colonel twisted it out and again 
he brought it back and bought another quart of whisky. So he re- 
peated the process and they drank whisky the whole day upon a 
sinwle coon-skin, just as the syndicate are consuming the legal-tenders 
of the United States with the sum of $5,000,000 of gold which re- 
mains in the vaults of the banks. [Laughter.] But, Mr. Speaker, 
I have not time to dwell longer on that subject to-day. 

Again, the gold cannot be introduced through our commerce. There 
is a reported gold balance against us of $15,000,000, and to this should 
be added the carrying trade of the United States, which paid to for- 
eign vessels, according to Mr. Grosvenor, $60,000,000, and, according 


to the same authority, for smuggling, $50,000,000, making the true | 


balance of currency against the United States $125,000,000. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, while all Europe is in a scramble for gold, 
] inquire, whence is it to come, to put this country upon a specie 
basis? All the orifices are open for outflow from the United States, 
throngh interest upon our bonds held abroad, through interest upon 
State bonds, and through the private indebtedness of our people. 

Av, sir, Mr. MeCulloch, in 1°66, thought he could reach it in 1869. 
He pursued the golden phantom. So with Mr. Richardson, so with 
Mr. Boutwell, and so with Mr. Bristow. All pursued the phantom, 
and failed in the effort. 

Now, to change the figure, the present Secretary of the Treas- 
ury takes it up, and is going to force the camel throngh the eye of 
the needle, though he may crush every bone in the body-politic. 

No, Mr. Speaker, we will need all our mountains, both of gold and 
silver, to pay the interest upon our bonded debt, to pay the debt 
itself, and to furnish a currency for the people. 

Therefore resumption is impossible in gold. It will take ages to 
recover us from the Serbonian bog into which we have marched and 
to reach the solid road through a specie basis for our country. The 
little we collect of gold as it percolates from our foreign commerce, 
the little sediment lefe from the outflow of our mines, will never fur- 
nish us with that metal while the continent stands unless there is 
some other resource, 

Mr. Speaker, our country is in distress and staggering under the 
burden of its public debt. If we look for relief by payment in gold 
the debt will cling to us like the curse to the wandering Jew. While 
Germany and the Scandinavian states are demonetizing silver and 
our silver mines are unmeasured in their resources, now is our oppor- 
tunity. Now is the time to take the tide at the flood which “leads 
on to fortune.” If the occasion is lost, I here leave it on record for 


the eye of posterity that our public debt will not be paid in gold in the 
nert half century. 








1878. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 87 


” 





from the country for thirty years overspread the land and gave joy and confidence 

to all the pursuits of industry. 

But I do not stop there, Mr. Speaker. We have the testimony fur- 
nished by the Director of the Mint from his own tables and in astate- 
ment here compiled in decades, showing that the general average for 
the one hundred and fourteen years from 1760 to 1873 is 15.18; being 
15 and nearly one-fifth instead of the present standard which we have 
adopted, the ratio of 1 to 16. During the above period the ratio of 
the highest monthly average in the United States was 1 to 15, in July, 
1859, at which rate a silver dollar of 412} grains was worth $1.05} in 
gold. 

During this period there were but three years in which the ratio 
fell below 1 to 16; in 1809, when it was 16.25; in 1810, 16.15, and in 
1815, at the close of the British war, when it was 16.30. The ratio 
for the lowest monthly average in July, 1876, after it was demonetized, 
was 1 to 19.19, at which rate the dollar was worth &3} cents. 

Table showing comparative value of gold with silver by decades from 1760 to and in- 
clusive of the year 1873, being one hundred and fourteen years, being condensed from 
tables found in the report of the Direotor of the Mint for 1876, pages 46-47 

1760 to 1769 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 14. 506 

1770 to 1779 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... lito 14. 491 

1720 to 1789 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 14, 451 

1790 to 1799 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 14. 945 








1800 to 1809 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 14. 854 
1810 to 1219 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 15. 405 
1220 to 12829 (beth inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 15, #02 
1830 to 1839 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 15. 764 
1-40 to 1249 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 15. 877 
1850 to 1659 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 15. 400 
12860 to 1269 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 15. 446 
1870 to 1873 (both inclusive) gold compared to silver averaged as...... 1 to 15. 672 


The general average for the above one hundred and fourteen years is 15.1885. 
Thus, Mr. Speaker, you find from Mr. Benton and the testimony of 


| the Director of the Mint that we have shown by unquestioned an- 


thority that silver has maintained its uniform relation to gold for 
four hundred years ; and having maintained this relation, the charge 
is untrue that it is too variable in its value. Then, sir, if that argu- 
ment be answered, why the main argument is taken away from them. 
Besides all that, Mr. Speaker, its value did not fall until it was de- 
monetized. It did not cease to be coin until it was demonetized and 
until the prohibition was made by the Government itself. It was a 
direct assassination by national legislation, instigated by the con- 


| spiracy of European bondholders. So, then, this was only an apparent 


depreciation of it, superinduced by the means I have indicated. 
Another objection is that if remonetized it should be made of equal 
value to gold. Why, Mr. Speaker, I answer that the parties who 


| aided in the demonetization are estopped from interposing an argu- 


ment of that description. They will not be permitted to take ad- 
vantage of their own wrong. but the true answer is: Whenever it 
is remounetized, when the work which they undid is restored, it will 
be restored to the equation with gold itself. Ay,sir, the value was 
fixed in 1792 at 371} grains of fine silver, and it was made only 34 
grains light in the alloy in 18387. It has not only held its own, but 
was worth 5 percent.in 1860. Even the } per cent. of fine silver that 
was added to it in 1792 withstood all the financial vicissitudes and 
storms down to 1873. 

It was too fine to stay in the country. Our average was about 16 
tol. In other countries the average was 154 to 1, ours being 34 per 


| cent. more according to Mr. Seyd, to whose statement of this point I 


We are told, Mr. Speaker, that we ought not to remonetize the sil- | 


ver dollar, because it is too fluctnating in value. That argument 
has often been made before ; but is it truthful? I maintain that it 
is not, and 1 am supported in my judgment by the facts of history. 
I have an extract from Mr. Benton’s speech, who gave the history of 
currency in 1837 when it was under discussion. They arrayed all the 
facts from the time of the Ronian emperors down to the present time, 
and it resolved itself into the practical question, as he states in the 
extract—which I will not read but will furnish—that the silver dol- 
lar maintained its relation to gold for over three hundred years in 
silver countries, in Mexico, Spain, and South America. 


(From Benton's Thirty Years’ View, First volume, pages 469 and 470.] 


REVIVAL OF THE GOLD CURRENCY. 


A measure of relief was now at hand before which the machinery of distress was 
to balk and cease its long and crnel labors; it was the passage of the bill for 


equalizing the value of gold and silver and legalizing the tender of foreign coins 
ot both metals. 
. 


e *. * * * . 
The diffienlty of adjusting this value so that neither metal should expel the other 


had been the stumbling-block for a great many years; and now this difficulty 
seemed to be as formidable as ever. Refined calculations were gone into, scientific 


= there seemed to be no way of getting to a concord of opinion either from the 
a science, the voice of history, or the result of calculations. The author of 
ins View had (in his speeches on the eo taken up the question in a practical 
peat of view, regardless of history, and calculations, and the opinions of bank 
oMcers, and, looking to the actual and equal circulation of the two metals in differ- 
= countries, he saw that this equality and actuality of circulation had existed for 
a three hundred years in the Spanish dominions of Mexico and South America, 
Where the proportion was 16 to 1. Taking his stand upon this single fact as the 


practical test which solved the question, all the real friends of the gold currency 
800n rallied to it. 


® * * * . * 
The good effects of the bill were immediately seen. Gold began to flow into the 
epee d throu 


: ) ch all the channels of commerce; old chests gave up their hoards ; 
© mint was busy, and in a few months, and as if by magic, a currency banished 





light was sought, history was rammaged back to the times of the Roman empire, | 


call the attention of the House as giving the true reason why Amer- 
ican silver in part had left the country. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman’s hour has expired. 

Mr. EWING. Iask unanimous consent that the time of the gen- 
tleman be extended. 

Mr. DEERING. For how long? 

Mr. BRIGHT. I would rather not be limited, because I would 
thereby be forced out of the channel in which Lam following out 
my line of thought. 

Mr. DEERING. I object. 

Mr. EWING. I ask unanimons consent that the time of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee be extended for half an hour. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 will not trouble the House with reading the opin- 
ion of Mr. Seyd in relation to the high value of silver and the ocea- 


| sion for its leaving the country in part, but will embody it in my 
| remarks: 


The plea that no silver bullion was bronght to the United States, and that an 
actual stoppage in the coining of silver dollars took place, advanced as a reason to 
prove the indisposition of the Americans to use silver money, is quite false, for who 
indeed, I repeat, would bring silver to the United States mints when he could 
obtain 34 per cent. more for it elsewhere ! 

I maintain that these incongrnities in the American silver currency have done 
much harm tothe country. Besides the silver produced in the States, or which 
came from abroad and could not maintain itself, the vast treasures of Mexico have 
passed by instead of flowing in part into the United States for the development of 
her interior commerce, and for the formation of a solid basis to her international 
trade. And nowthe United States are in this remarkable position , that the richest 
silver deposits are opened in their own territories, producing vast sams of solid 
precious metal, which instead of serving herself as money all go abroad to swell 
the currencies of other nations, while the great Republic herself labors painfully 
under the weight of a depreciated paper currency.—Seyd on Metallic Currency, 
pages 5A, 55. 

But, Mr. Speaker, our contract was for standard valne of 1870. 
Hence we were not bound to keep it at an equation with gold so that 
we kept it within the limits of the contract. 
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Sut.” it will be said, “it does not matter much, for if we send 







































The reasons for a free coinage of gold are simple 
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or goods; we pay with it, and it thus turns the exchange in our | correspondingly increased. nage on the depositor the cost of production is 
favor.” I deny the truth of the mathematical meaning of this say- 


Second. The coining value of gold is lowered, whict nel i 
mint and encourage its export. er or the same reason Ca a — the 
Third. It is unjust to the depositor, as he pays the entire expense rs a 
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It should also be stated that, under the coinage act, the melting of t} 
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ver contained, or the “ fineness,” as it is termed in mint language 
ject of charge to the depositor, and will bring to the Treasury a su 
ing somewhat to that accruing from the coinage charge. 
new charge should be considered an additional argume 


ing. Supposing the silver was not produced, would not the United 
States import less, or rather be compelled to import less luxuries? 
And so if by the operation of the present laws silver were not driven 
away from the country but were to some extent permitted or encour- 
aged to remain in it, this resnlt would follow: the benefit of its 
present production would take two directions ; one portion of it would 
vo abroad, another portion would remain in the country for the en- 
couragement and development of the home industry. The direct 
unfavorable law of tenders, amounting practically to a forbidding of 
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the proper use of silver, creates an inequality whose influence is irre- | #®* bar Papen cay p= mg the same objection for the reason that a charge 
sistibly strong, destructive of neutrality, and therefore most injuri- 


ous, 


Again, the coinage of silver ought to be free because the coinage 
of gold is free and silver is the most used bythe people. The dis. 
crimination is unjust and oppressive upon the people. It is a tax to 
pay the expenses of the coinage on gold, as Mr. Sherman calls it “the 
money of the rich,” and is throwing a burden on the people. I 
it is unjust, and to show the prostitution of the mint in this particn- 
lar, first, we purchased under the act of 1875 silver bulllion with whic h 
to coin fractional silver to supersede the fractional paper currency 
We purchased it with gold-interest-bearing bonds. The people of the 
United States are paying now about $2,000,000 annually interest on 
these bonds for a subsidiary coinage. , . 

No only so, but according to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury the seigniorage which was collected for the coinage of silver 
for the last year, and covered into the Treasury, was $3,273,229, as 
also appears from the report of the Director of the Mint, making 
$5,273,239, which was thrown as a burden and tax upon the people to 
pay for the expense of coining “the money of the rich,” as stated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Sir, it isa burning shame upon the 
legislation of the country! Why will you doit? England does it! 
What does Mr. Seyd say on the subject? I will call attention toa 
few paragraphs: 


The third objection is, we onght not to fix a valne to operate 
twenty years hence. Why, Mr. Speaker, our obligation runs with 
the coatract. As we maintain, these bonds were payable in silver 
and some of them were running forty years hence, and the holders 
have a right to claim the standard value under the act of 1870. And 
they may run for centuries yet to come. Hence to restore the silver 
dollar is only providing one of the means for the deferred payment 
of the bonds. 

The fourth objection is, that we ought not to add to our depreci- 
ated currency. This was depreciated by law. It was not the depre- 
ciation of commercial considerations alone We propose to appre- 
ciate it by law and restore it to its original position. By making it 
a full legal tender it will spring at once to a par with gold. 

The fifth objection is, that England, Germany, and the Scandina- 
vian states have adopted gold as a sole legal tender, and we ought 
to follow theirexample. Ll answer they have no right to impose an 
obligation upon us to change our Constitution or to change our con- 
tracts, for we change our contracts when we contract our currency 
and destroy our silver. And whenever we adopt the example which 
has been inaugurated we cripple all our industries that they may 
reap the profit. I suppose they will want us to have a king next, in 
imitation of their example. 

The legal-tender coins of the United States are fixed by the Con- 
stitution. In Europe they are fixed by statutory law or the will of 
the sovereign. 

It. is impossible, sir, to abolish silver. Three-fourths of the nations 
of the earth use it—two-thirds of the population of the globe. If it 
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The expenditure of the Mint falls on the taxation; the expense for coining gold 
is consequently borne by all classes, although gold is used principally by the 
smaller number, the wealthier portions of the community. The mere assertion 
that the coining of gold is intended for the benefit of all classes does not, in face 
of the patent fact that the poor use it but rarely, meet the justice of the case. In 
England the extreme injustice of this matter becomes all the more glaring when it 
is borne in mind that tho British silver coinage, that upon which more than three 
quarters of the nation are dependent for their intercourse with each other, is 
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ao @ world to supply the deficiency occasioned by the destruction of ove | lation thus becomes restricted within narrow and unnatural boundaries—Seyd on 
AS of the great coins of the earth. So says Mr. Bagehot, the English | 4fetallie Currency, page 18. 
wa a writer on the subject, and who shows conclusively that there is not Let any member who votes to tax the coinage of the silver go and 
ai 8 gold enough in the world for a currency. tell his constituents that he did it to pay the expenses of coining 
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ae ay to have and maintain a home currency with its stability secured by | $5,000,000 are ground out of the poor and laboring men of the country 
PY a)! constitutional law. 4 per annum to favor the gold-mongers who get their coinage free of 
oh } ; The sixth objection is that it should be only made a partial legal | expense. Sir, that measure had a double object. 1t was not only to 
ae tender limited in the collection of debts. I answer this would demon- | favor the gold, but it was to drive silver out of the country, and a tax 
ins etize it in part, would make it a subject of speculation, and would | upon it always has this tendency. But what should be the policy of 
; cripple the United States and the State governments and the people | our country ? Why, sir, instead of driving it out of the country our 


in the collection of taxes and in the payment of debts and in all the 
commercial uses of money. 

Mr. Speaker, I will now call the attention of the House to another 
matter of grave consideration—the subject of the free coinage of 
be the silver dollar. The operations of the Mint at present are with 
Hey oppressive discriminations against the people. I maintain, first, that 
there ought to be free coinage of the silver dollar, because such was 
the policy of the Government from 1792 to 1853, a period of about 
sixty years. From 1853 to 1873 there was a charge of 4 per cent ; 
from 1873 to 1875 the charge for gold was } per cent. The act of 
1275 made the coinage of gold free of charge. In the second place 
I maintain, not only the policy of the Government, that it should be 
free, but because the expense ought to be borne by the country and 
; not by the depositor. The Director of the Mint, in his report for 
; 1873, gives the reasons why gold should be coined free, and his argu- 
ment is equally applicable to the free coinage of silver. 


policy ought to be that which was intended by the fathers of the 
country, to throw our ports open as wide as the gates of heaven and 
admit it from the four quarters of the globe, and give our own people 
the advantage of coinage and placing our currency upon the terra 
firma of a specie basis. Sir, the Constitution of our country has been 
violated by the policy that has been forced on and is ruining this 
country. 

Oh, but they tell us there is to be an Atlantic flood of silver in 
consequence of its demonetizationin Germany. Sir, in the language 
of a distinguished orator of the Revolution, “ Let it come. I repeat 
it, Let it come,” and we will roll back the silver billows upon them 
in payment of our national debt. 

Why, sir, we have a debt redeemable now of $660,000,000, and by 
the Ist day of January, 1881, we shall have a debt of $1,452,(00,000, 
according to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. And if 
we adopt proper measures in this era, they will galvanize our trade, 
our industries will spring from the dast, and again the march of 
prosperity will begin. Sir, France is not so delicate as the United 
States. When her ree. pH in part were payable in silver to Ger- 
many she did not scruple upon the point of honor when she fell short 
to go into Germany and purchase $20,000,000 of silver there and take 
it to her own mints for coinage to pay her own obligation with. 
France did not scruple to do that. It is time we were getting down 
from our stilts and showing some dint of pity for the bond-ridden, 
bank-ridden, movepely-sidiee, mortgage-ridden, tax-ridden, and pov- 
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[From report of the Director of the Mint, June 30, 1873, pages 13 and 14.) 
EARNINGS AND EXPENDITURES. 


* * * With respect tothe expenses of the mints, it shonld be stated that it never 
was intended that they should be self-sustaining, and that prior to 1853 no charge 
for the coinage of either gold or silver was imposed ; the evident intention of the 
framers of the original mint law having been to invite foreign bullion and coin to 
the mint for coinage. In the year above stated a law was enacted authorizing and 
requiring a coinage charge of one-half per cent. to be imposed, which continued in 
force down to the Ist of April, 1873, when the new coinage act took effect, reduc- 
ing the charge to one-fifth of 1 per cent. 
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And yet, sir, still we are told about bad faith. When they talk 
sbout bad faith we hurl the slander back into the teeth of the slan- 
jerers. We propose to pay according to contract. The bondholder 
sh ] have his pound of flesh, but we do not intend that his victim 
shall be bled to death in addition to that pound which the law gives 
My, sir, the bondholders have no right to complain. In the first 
nlace, we funded their debt and gave a double value. to it; in this 
way we gave a double rate of interest upon it and paid the interest 
in gold, making it now equal to 15 per cent. of the original value of 
the funds. In addition to that, under the act of 1569, at a time when 
the five-twenties and other bonds were payabl» in legal-tenders, they 
prevailed upon Congress to bullionize the debt and thus we gave them 
§500,000,000 more in value, They prevailed upon us to pass the act 
of 1x70 to secure coin at its then standard value and prevent its alloy 
or depreciation by the act of the Government. And by an amend- 
ment in 1871 they required the quarterly payment of the interest, 
making at this time a difference in their favor of $5,000,000 per an- 
num, the difference between the semi-annual and quarterly interest. 
In addition to that we passed the act of 1573 for their accommoda- 
tion, demonetizing silver and giving a contraction to the currency 
and an addition to the purchasing power of their capital which is 
now distressing the country. 

Congress passed the resumption act of 1875 to contract the currency 
and at the same time to avoid a stipulation in the act of 1569, which 
provided for the payment of the bonds in “coin or its equivalent.” 
That term “ equivalent” meant that whenever the legal-tender notes 
should be equal with coin, gold or silver, then the 5.20 bonds should 
be payable in such notes. And these bonds are now payable in legal- 
tender notes, because they are now “equivalent” to silver coin—even 
admitting, for the sake of the argument only, that they were not 
originally payable in legal-tenders. This explains the reason of the 
merciless war which is waged against the legal-tender notes. With 
a heart as hard as the adamant of the desert, the foreigu bond- 
holder would rather see every industry of our country strangled 
in the tightening folds of contraction and the whole land blasted 
with mildew than have his bonds paid in legal-tender notes. The 
bondholders are moving heaven and earth to get to gold resumption. 
Conscious of their power they have become insolent, intolerant, and 
abusive. They denounce all as financial dunderheads who dare to 
thwart their policy and defend the people against their boundless 
rapacity. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no enlightened financier that will contend 
that a forced resumption of specie payments can be of any practical 
advantage to the country. It will bring desolation and ruin in its 
wake. It will bring every industry of this country to its crutches. 
It is already making our great commercial cities financial grave- 
yards. It is emptying our shops and mills and blasting our fields. 
Millions of laborers are this day rolling in shoals fromone side of the 
country to the other, praying for wages and for bread. And after 
vainly trying every avenue of escape from misery and wretchedness, 
they wail out their despair in the language of Milton’s fallen angel: 

Which way I fly is hell! 

Resumption, so called, is tearing the very heart of this nation to 
pieces and throwing it to the vultures. When the bondholders are 
made to tremble on their throne of gold and bonds by the earthquake 
of popular discontent, they have no language of relief except “Give 
them the bayonet!” They would re-enact the appalling tragedy of 
English resumption from 1819 to 1823, when one hundred and sixty 
thousand landholders were reduced to thirty thousand, the description 
of whose horrors baffled the eloquence of the British Parliament and 
defied the graphic pen of England’s most eloquent historians. 

_ But there is another startling fact which lies in the path of resump- 
tion. When wereach resumption we will reach another conclusion : 
the national debt will never be paid ; not because it will be repudiated, 
but because the nation cannot pay it. It will bean inheritable burden, 
under which posterity will groan and swelter for ages. Such is the 
fate of England. 

A recent able English financial writer uses the following language: 

To us (says the author of The Bank Charter Act and the Rate of Interest, Lon- 
don: Simpkin, Marshall & Co., 1873) it is indeed a melancholy reflection and one 
withal worthy of grave pondering, that when the United States shall return again to 
@ convertible currency the liquidation of this national debt must cease. Our own 
sinking fund, devised for a similar object, we know ceased to receive any important 
payments after the abrogation of the bank-restriction act. No currency, doubtless, but 
m that was able lo SUSTAIN @ great war need be expected to LIQUIDATE ITS COST. 

Then, sir, when we reach resumption this country must pass un- 
der the yoke and be perpetually enslaved to the money oligarchy. 
For them our commerce will climb the liquid mountains of every 
sea to gather gold from every coast, to bring it back and empty it 
into the lap of the bondholder. Then will our Government reach for 
the “ Midas fingers” of taxation to rob the nests of the people’s earn- 
‘ngs to fill the coffers of the bondholder ; then, sir, will the shops and 
= ply the spindle and the loom for the benefit of the bondholder ; 
then will the farmer, converted into the vassal tenant, pursue his rug- 
ee ee fields yaa their golden harvests for the benefit of the 
ae t Tr; — will the miners delve like slaves to tear the golden 
Mint) rom the earth to enrich the nation’s lords; then will our 
“the oeare from the common good, coin gold, free of charge, 
Mint ‘oney of the rich;” and lastly, for them our armies will move 
’ overawe and quell the outbreaks of plundered and starving labor. 
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Let the nation’s creditors beware and moderate their extortions. 
They have already heard one roar of maddened labor sound like a 
trumpet-blast of propheey. Endurance has its extremity. Let them 
remember that the snowtlake is the nucleus around which congeals 
the avalanche of the Alps, which a sunbeam may loosen and send it 
plunging like mad thunder on the plains. Let them remember that 
their accumulating wrongs may rise mountain-high and stand out 
like Ebal, the Jewish mount of cursing, on which some avenging 
prophet may stand and loosen the nation’s curses on the authors of 
the people’s wrongs. 

But let us hope in the triumph of equity and justice. Let us inau- 
gurate an era of relief and reform by remonetizing the old silver dol- 
lar of our fathers ; repeal the resumption act and loosen up the coagu- 
lated currency in the money centers, and send it like vital blood into 
all the arteries and veins of commerce. Then will the land again smile 
with contentment and plenty, and the oceans blossom with our sails. 

REMONETIZATION OF THE SILVER DOLLAR, ETC. 

Mr. DEERING. Mr. Speaker, I am not unmindful of my own lack 
of experience as a member of tlris body, and it was not without the 
greatest hesitation and distrust that I decided to participate in this 
discussion. The great diversity of opinion, however, which I have 
heard expressed by the oldest and the ablest members has reassured 
me to some extent and has removed all doubts of the propriety of 
entertaining and expressing independent views. 

The science of money, sir, is one of transcendent importance, and 
is at this time engrossing the attention not only of our own people 
but of nearly all the civilized nations on earth. At no period in the 
history of this country has the public mind been more profoundly 
agitated over this question than at present. 

This extraordinary interest proceeds from the almost universal de- 
rangement and stagnation in business, from the tluctuations in the 
relative values of legal-tender notes as compared with gold, the de- 
monetization of silver in 1873 and 1574, and the generally unsettled 
condition of our financial affairs. 

M:. Speaker, it is undeniable that we are living at a period of 
very general prostration and depression in all our industrial and 
commercial interests, and a time of discontent and actual suffering 
among the laboring classes. ‘The ingenuity of our wisest and mest 
experienced statesmen has been invoked and exhausted in earnest 
efforts to discover the cause and to provide a remedy for this wide- 
spread distress and dissatisfaction. Among statesmen as well as 
among the people there is wide divergence of opinion both as to the 
cause and cure of existing evils, but all, 1 believe, are united in as- 
cribing to the great rebellion, and to those by whom it was organized, 
the chief blame and responsibility foe our troubles. Out of this 
primary disturbing cause, by which the channels of business and of 
finance were all changed and turned to new courses and methods, 
have grown a multitude of miner evils which now afflict and oppress 
both business and society. 

The cheapness and abundance of money after the return of peace 
had a tendency to originate a mania for embarking in visionary 
schemes and enterprises for building and manufacturing in excess of 
the demand, and on other people’s money, and especially was this 
trne of railroad ventures. It stimulated a desire to launch out into 
wild speculations, to build and live extravagantly, and generally on 
money not their own—money that was to be called in at an early day. 
Enormous public and private debts were contracted, and when pay- 
day came bankruptcy and ruin came also, These difliculties were 
greatly aggravated and increased by the demonetization of silver in 
1873 and 1874. Under the coinage act of 1873 the old silver dollar was 
dropped from the list of coins, and in 1874 a clause wus inserted in 
the revision of the United States statutes by which the legal-tender 
quality of those remaining in use was taken away. This movement 
was a surprise to the country. It came noiselessly, at a period 
of great depression, and our people were some time in recovering 
from their amazement and in fully realizing its consequences. From 
the earliest history of human civilization down to our own time sil- 
ver in some form had been almost universally recognized as the 
standard or measure of values throughout the world; not always in 
the form of coin, but among the iess civilized nations it was in pins, 
and blocks, and disks, of their own peculiar device, and used as a 
means of estimating values. 

In our own country the silver unit is older than the Constitution. 
It was adopted as the money of account in 1786, and the silver dollar 
was made to contain 375.64 grains of fine silver. When it went into 
operation in 1789, the Constitution recognized silver and gold as the 
lawful money of the country and conferred on Congress the power 
“to coin money and regulate the value thereof.” In 1792 the number 
of grains in the silver dollar was changed to 3714 of pure silver or 
4124 standard, and has so continued until 1873. This old dollar came 
down to this generation as a legacy from the founders of thé Govern- 
ment—the “dollar of the fathers” by which the possessions of every 
man were measured in value. This money had the confidence of the 
people, and the action by which it was dishonored and expelled from 
circulation was, as I believe, as unfortunate as it was mysterious 
and unexpected. To all those who had debts to pay, to all branches 
of trade and industry, to the hopes of the laboring classes, the 
effect could not be otherwise than disastrous, and intelligent business 
men very soon regarded the matter in this light. 

The fact was self-evident and the conclusion irresistible, that when 
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one-half the coin money in use was discredited and driven out of 
circulation the remaining half must be in greatly increased demand 
and proportionately dear; that the pressure of nearly all debts 
must be ithmeasurably increased, and that the creditor class would 
gain in equal ratio; that money would appreciate, and all other 
property, lands, their products, and all other commodities would 
decline. Such is the voice of experience and of history, and it is the 
voice of reason as well that the spirit of enterprise will stand still 
whenever it becomes evident that any money that men might feel 
disposed to put into permanent improvements would soon be worth 
much more if kept in gold, while the improvements would be con- 
stantly declining in value and consequently worth less, as would be 
the case if the single metallic standard should be persisted in. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us briefly consider the nature and origin of 
this innovation of the policy and usage of the Government, and by 
what motives those who originated and engiceered the scheme were 
governed. 1] maintain that the movement was in the interest of that 
class of capitalists whose operations and investments are in the stocks 
and securities of the world. In support of this view, I ask your 
attention to the report of the silver commission. This report says: 
“The policy of a general demonetization of one of the metals was 
first broached about twenty years ago; about ten years later a for- 
midable propaganda was organized to fasten that policy upon the 
commercial world.” The first agitation, sir, was when this creditor 
class took alarm at the new discoveries and enormous productions 
of gold in California and Australia and claimed that this metal 
would soon become so abundant as to nearly lose its value as money ; 
that their money and securities would go down, while other classes 
of property would go up. 

The capitalists of Germany were first and most seriously alarmed, 
and in 1857 gold was actually demonetized by that government. In 
1565, says the report, “this was changed into a movement for the 
demonetization of silver,” and the commission go on to say that “ the 
objects aimed at by both [movements] was through a disuse of one 
of the money metals to protect the creditor classes and those having 
fixed incomes against a fall in the value of money and a rise in gen- 
eral prices;” and further, that “the American movements to the 
same end, which seem to have been better understood in Europe than 
in this country, were commenced as early as 1862, and manifestly the 
real reason for the demonetization of silver [in Germany and the 
United States] was the apprehension of the creditor classes that the 
combined production of the two metals would raise prices and cheapen 
money unless one of them was shorn of the money function. In 
Lurope this reason was distinctly avowed.” 

Here, then, is the stimulating motive laid bare, and by an able board 
whose investigations have been thorough and impartial. The cred- 
itor classes in Europe and our own large cities have been for years 
co-operating in the effort to demonetize one or the other of the two 
coins, toestablish the monometallic standard, and to reducethe money 
volume of the world one-half. That the immediate managers of the 
coinage act of 1573, in and out of Congress, were actuated by pure 
motives and patriotic considerations is not for a moment doubted. 
That wide-spread disaster in financial affairs and increased burdens 
upon the masses must, as a natural sequence, succeed a movement 
looking to the general demonetization of either gold or silver, could 
not, however, long remain in doubt. These results soon became 
alarmingly apparent in the shrinkage of values of all commodities 
and the ultimate bankruptey of many dealers and enterprises where 
operations were based in part or whole on credit. Referring to the 
generally deranged condition of business in this and other countries, 
the report of the commission says : 

This distress dates with the law of the United States of February 12, 1873, and 
the law of Germany of Jaly, 1573, giving practical effect toa previous decree of 
that Empire of December 4, Is71, for the establishment of a single gold standard. 

In attempting to justify the action of 1873 and 1874, by which sil- 
ver was deprived of its money functions, speakers and writers urged 
the excessive productions of the metal; the great falling off in exports 
to India and China ; the probable accumulation of coin, and the dan- 
yer of its becoming so abundant as to lose its value and usefulness 
us money. It was not against silver that objection was directed, for 
silver was at that time worth more than gold, but the object was to 
reduce the quantity of coin money by discarding one or the other of 
the two coins. As I have said, gold was demonetized by the same 
interest in Germany in 1557. We now hear the same arguments 
raised in opposition to the restoration of silver to its rightful posi- 
tion. In answer to these objections I wish to read from Mr. Groes- 
beck, whose statements will be regarded as good authority on ques- 
tions of finance. He says: 


I have now noticed the three leading objections to silver. 
tion. 


1. Excessive produc- 
Thore is no excessive production. The production of gold throughout the 
world is greater than that of silver ; so, also, is its production in the United States. 
And the stock of gold in Europe and the West is more than twice as large as their 
stock of silver. 2. Recent demonetization of silver in Europe. This is confined 
to Germany and the Scandinavian nations, Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. The 
last three are unimportant. All of them are not equal in commercial importance 
to the State of New York. Remonetization by the United States will neutralize 
the effects of demonetization by Germany. 3. A decreased demand for it in Asia. 


The demand is fully restored, and may be relied upon to continue for at least a 
century. 


The facts are that, instead of decreasing, the demand in Chinaand 
India for the four years ending with 1875 exceeded that of the pre- 


vious four years by $30,350,000, the amount for the four years end- | tressed by the same misgivings as to gold from 1850 to 1860. 


ing with 1875 being $111,550,000 and for the pre 
$51,200,000, I append an authentic table: 


vious four years 


) i 
| Shipments of silver to India and China. 


Years. tbe 
From Eng- | From Medi 


| 
land. terranean. Total. 





7 initiate. 
£1, 650,000 | £1,910, 000 
2, 340, 000 4, 220, 000 





£3, 560, 000 
t 








1, 920, 000 300,000 | 2 2a, po 
x7 3, 650, 000 | 250,000 | 3° 900 dun 
Isi2 omieesepevecesessesescepes coceecveeess 6, 280, 000 250, O00 6, 530. 000 
ISTS 02222 eee eeeeereneeneceeeeeeceeee ree: 3, 360, 000 110, 000 3, 470. 000 
EEE cnnecotnnuanseusqncsocnnesensnenscess 6, 840, 000 930, 000 7, T70, 000 
SD cbdbils bebenecksnSescabbbibbdeet benses 4, 000, 000 540, 000 4, 540, 000 





This table was furnished to the English commission by Sir Hector 
Hay. 

In his report of November, 1877, the Director of the Mint speaks 
of the recent demand as unprecedented, and says: 


Within the last twenty-two months the export of silver to eas’ 
London and San Francisco has amounted to about $1445,500,000. 


The population and the commerce of the world are increasing, and 
at the same time demands for the precious metals, for ornamental 
and other kindred purposes, are continually multiplying, and the 
statistics show that even now the increase of metal in the world js 
not equal in ratio with the increase of population and of commerce 
and traffic. Does not this clamor concerning cheap money seem ab- 
surd in presence of these facts? The apprehensions of the same 
classes were not less disturbed twenty years ago in regard to gold, 
and are not in any sense realized. The danger of an oversupply of 
coin money is certainly very remote, and has no existence except in 
men’s imaginations. As bearing on this point, I quote from the Lon- 
don Economist, as follows : 

Probably if there was gold enough for all the world, it would be best there 
should be only a single standard of value throughout the world, and that one gold, 
But this is impossible. Some have doubted whether there is gold enough for the 


nations which now intend to use it; there certainly is not enough for all the 
world. 


tern nations from 


M. Rouland, governor of the Bank of France, said: 
The two together are necessary, by their quantity, to meet the needs of circu- 
lation. This necessity of the two metals, has it ceased to exist! Is it established 


that the sey of actual and prospective gold is such that we can now renounce 
the use of silver without disaster ? 


Baron Rothschild said: 

The suppression of silver would amount to a veritable destruction of values 
without any compensation. 

This is the logic of observation and experience. If, then, the one 
metal would provide but an inadequate supply, is it not clear and 
undeniable that the struggle among nations for its possession and 
control would always be sharp and continuous, and would force that 
single-standard coin up to ruinous rates as compared with all other 
kinds of property? History teaches that the strife for possession of 
coin has not unfrequently played a leading and important part in 
European warfare, and that this part of the struggle was the first to 
attract attention to approaching hostilities. With these facts in 
mind it seems to me unwise and absurd in a nation like ours, where 
new enterprises are mul.iplying and expanding, to turn our backs on 
the $3,000,000,000 in silver coin, or one-half of all the world’s actual 
money that is now in use, and this, too, when it is indispensable asa 
means of maintaining stability in money and in prices of property, 
as a shield to the debtor classes and a protection to the vast indus- 
tries of our country, against contraction and the ruinous premiums 
which the single-standard coin would command in times of war or 
other unusual excitement. 

In 1816 the silver coin was discarded by Great Britain as a lawful 
measure of values, and the precedent weighs heavily against the sin- 
gle-metal policy, for it is well known to those who have consulted the 
history of those events that this action was succeeded by disastrous 
panics, constant financial derangement for years, and by great dis- 
turbance and irregularity in banking and business interests. This 
was, I think, the first instance of demonetization. Silver was at that 
time the money of all the civilized nations on earth, and was in such 
favor and demand as to make it far more difficult to maintain the 
silver than the gold standard. England made gold the only lawtul 
coin because it was cheaper in relative value, but gentlemen here 
would persist in continuing gold as our single standard because 11 Is 
dear, or, as they allege, because silver is comparatively cheap. She 
was disturbed because silver was constantly flowing out of the coun- 
try, but our advocates of the single standard are disturbed by the 
apprehension that silver may flow into ours. France eagerly absorbs 
the silver that Germany and the United States make cheap and drive 
out by demonetization, and all her interests thrive, while in our coun- 
try and Germany all interests and industries languish and property 
declines in value. 

The opponents of remonetization insist that it would flood the coun- 
try with cheap money, because of the generous productions of out 


mines; but, sir, I have already shown that men were peediontty Sm 
eo 
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<ilver shall be again restored to its normal condition it will not be | that these obligations should be paid “in coin.” On the 18th of 
cheap We deny that it is cheap now, except as these laws have de- 


' March, 1869, another act was passed “to strengthen the public 
vraded it in importance as money. It issusceptible of proof that the 


credit” and “to remove any doubt as to the purpose of the Government 
purchasing power of silver is nearly or quite equal to what it was in | to discharge all just obligations to the public creditors,” and in this 
1-70. On this point @ distinguished speaker said recently : renewal of its faith and reiteration of its pledges the Government 
It can be demonstrated by an impregnable array of facts that silver can to-day again expressly provided for the payment of its obligations “in coin 
buy more of every other known product of human labor than it could in July, 1870, or its equivalent, not in gold. 
goid alot excepted : lands, Renane, saehe es eeeenaiae, Manenatey a spe The act of July 14, 1870, “to authorize the funding of the public 
thing bat gel aeescenred by the average price of the gence] commodities of the | 2°D¢, eine ee heads. Sate whieh the national Gots la now Seley 
v orkd, has silver depreciated the breadth of a hair. On the contrary, it has main- funded payable “ in coin ot the standard value of the United States 
taived its position. It can buy to-day more land, more houses, more machinery, | OD said July 14, 1870.” Now, sir, here is the law and here the con- 
more calico, rmaore cotton, more everything than it could in 1870, the same number | tract, plain, explicit, unmistakable. If they failed to read it or if 
of grains of the same standard and fineness. they put upon it an erroneous construction it ia uot cur felt bal 
But, sir, 1 would not make the silver dollar cheap; I would make | theirs. If they expect us to refrain from consistent and wholesome 
a dollar that in relative value when recognized and honored by the legislation for the relief of our suffering industries through fear that 
Government would be worth a dollar. ‘Lo this end the number of | It will not increase their profits, then we have only to say that the 
grains of pure silver and the limitations as to coinage should be very business men and the tax-payers at home are also to be consulted. 
carefully considered, and also the certainty of immediate apprecia- | We will do precisely what we promised to do. We will pay just 
tion after remonetization. I would not make its intrinsic value so what and all that we ever obligated ourselves to pay. To do less 
vreat as to drive it from the country or into the melting-pot, nor would be a base violation by the Government of faith and honor; 
would I make it so low comparatively as to expel the gold. Any | to do more would be an equally base betrayal of the interests of 
doubt of our ability to regulate this question will be dispelled when | our own people. ; ; : ; 
it is remembered that others, in this and other countries, have been Sir, we must keep sacredly in view both parties to this contract. 
able for ages to control this problemof relative values. ForoneI can | On the one side are those who hold and on the other side those who 
say that lamexpecting at no distant day to see the gold and silver | pay these obligations. On one side are the owners of Govern- 
and the greenback dollars each and all worth a dollar, all inter- | ment bonds and on the other are the tax-payers of the country—the 
changeable and all equally desirable. And accompanying this healthy farmers, mechanics, merchants, and all classes who actually produce 
condition of money, I expect to witness returning life, activity, and | by faithful industry what the world consumes. But, sir, the advo- 
prevailing prosperity throughout the country, in all our varied enter- | cates of remonetization do not, as some allege, propose to give to the 
prises and industries; expect to see the laborer again employed, and | country cheap money. We propose to coin a silver dollar that will, 
at good wages. We will still have our debased subsidiary half dollar when honored by the Government and made legal tender, be worth 
and other inferior coins, and I trust we will have these in greatly | @ dollar, and by this means to psotect the people against the injustice 
increased amount. In this respect we are far behind England, Ger- | aud avarice of those who would make the gold coin worth more than 
many, and France. England has $93,000,000 while our coinage act | @ dollar—worth a premium, as it has been since 1873. Is not this 
limits us to $50,000,000, or a little more than one-half. It is my own right ? Is it not just? If it be, then is the national credit in a bad 
opinion that of the inferior coins $100,000,000 could and would be | Way if it will not take care of itself. _ ; 
maintained at par in this country, and that we should after restor- | | Prior to and at the time of demonetization 412} grains of standard 
ing the silver dollar and making it a lawful tender, if our mints | Silver held the full value of the gold dollar, and I am of the opinion 
have that capacity, coin at least four millions of these per month that this dollar would again advance to this value if fully honored 
until the amount shall reach $100,000,000 or more. I would also | and protected by the Government. If not, the deticiency should be 
adopt the views of the Director of the Mint, and would give to the supplied. : : ; ; 7 : 
Government the profits to be gained from coining. He says “the | _At this point I desire briefly to notice another complaint of the anti- 
silver dollar should be coined and issued exclusively on Government | Silver men. They accuse the West of a purpose to defraud their 
account, for the reason that the Government as representing the creditors in the Eastern States and stigmatize them as repudiators. 
people, and not individuals, should realize the gain which would | The eastern press has villitied and derided the West. Their pulpits 
arise from its coinage.” have been conscripted into similar service, while capitalists have 
And, sir, I would also adopt the wise suggestions of the Secretary threatened to change the usual course of business and to bring our 
of the Treasury and of the Comptroller of the Currency with refer- | 20Ses at once to the gold grindstone. 
ence to issuing bonds of the United States in small denominations, | _The gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. BLarr] engaged ina 
and allowing these to be held by the national banks as a portion of tirade that seemed to me as unbecoming as it Was untair and unjust. 
their lawful reserve. On this point the Comptroller in his last re- He not only called the silver advocates hard names, but almost went 
port says: into a paroxysm of despair over imaginary losses his people were to 
suffer through our perfidy, and used this language: 


















If authority were given to the national banks to hold, in 4 per cent. bonds of a 
denomination less than $50, such portion of their reserve on deposit with their 
agents as they might think proper, it would result in a large investment by 
them in these securities; and the savings-bank depositor, if he should so desire, 
would then tind no difficulty in disposing of these small bonds among the twenty- 
ove hundred national banks, one, at least, of which is located in almost every vil- 
lage in the country. This policy would also have the effect of strengthening the 
available resources of the banks and of retaining in their hands a considerable 
portion of those idle funds which are new sent to their correspondents in the cen- 


tral cities, and are loaned by the latter, upon call, to dealers in speculative secu- 
niles, 


Millions of the hard-earned savings of the laborers of New Hampshire are loaned 
at rates of interest sanctioned by local laws all through the great valley garden of 
the West, and now they threaten us that they will repudiate the whole unless we 
will discount 8 per cent. of the principal. 

Now, sir, this is in substance the charge that is also made by the 
eastern press. It isa charge that is damaging to our integrity and 
honor, but fortunately it is heard and read with suspicion, as it only 
requires a moment’s reflection to satisfy those who are acquainted 
with the long loan system that repudiation in such cases would be 
utterly impossible. 

Sir, he has told this House and the country of the millions they 
have loaned in the West, and would perhaps have you believe it was 
sent there as an act of philanthropy or benevolence. He did not in- 
form the House that the motive was purely seltish, cold, and calen- 
lating; that they sent out their money because they could get their 
10 per cent. from the West and only 6 per cent. in the East. Every 
intelligent person understands that this money was invested with 
deliberate method and care, and with a purpose to exact not only “the 
pound of flesh” but in too many instances the warm blood of our 
struggling farmers with it. He knows that they demanded certili- 
cates and affidavits as to the value and title of property, and also at 
least three dollars in the way of mortgage security for every dollar 
loaned. And now, sir, I ask gentlemen to imagine if they can by what 
possible device or legerdemain process those farmers, thus firmly held 
in the merciless grip of the lender could, if they would, “ repudiate 
the whole debt” and escape? The whoie story is unreasonable. It 
is as absurd as most of their charges and taunts are unfounded. These 
outrages of which they complain have an existence only in their ex- 
cited and unsound imaginations. 

Most of this money went West when the greenback circulation was 
worth much less than now, but we do not complain. We will pay 
them fully and in good dollars. 

Sir, I deprecate the disposition manifested in the East to indulge 
in sectional jeers and threats and to arouse sectional antagonisms. 
At the same time I warn gentlemen here and those at home who make 
savage assaults and threats, against these attempts to menace and 
overawe the advocates of the double standard. All such efforts will 


This suggestion, if adopted, would provide a means by which a 
large amount of our national indebtedness would be scattered in 
small sums among our own people; would furnish opportunities for 
those who deposit in savings-banks to escape the risk of failures, 
Which so often occur of late, and would liberate a large amount of 
money for circulation among the people, which the national banks 
= keep on deposit in large cities for reasons named by the Comp- 
roller, 

But, sir, opposition is made to the dual standard on the ground 
that it would work an injustice to those who hold Government securi- 
ties; that it would be an act of bad faith and would injure our national 
credit. To my mind this objection seems far-fetched and utterly 
groundless, The day of maturity of most of these bonds is very re- 
mote. They are made payable in the far future, and it will be time 
to jump the stile when we get to it. A dozen important changes in 
these laws may be sooner made. One Congress may undo what anoth- 
er has done. The interest as it fallsdue should be paid in coin, at its 
valne at the time when the bonds were issued, according to contract. 

But, Mr. Speaker, we are not, as they would infer, by any means indif- 
ferent to theimportanceand the duty of standing by our national honor. 
We do not concede to our opponents any higher appreciation of the 
sacredness of these obligations than we claim for ourselves. But we 
‘lo differ as tothe facts. "Those obligations were issued in pursuance of 
law. All laws bearing on the question are and have been steted and 
discussed over and over. Under the act of February 25, 1862, the 
Ot bonds were issued, and the interest was made payable in coin. 

ter acts were passed in 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865, authorizing and 
providing for the various issues, and all these expressly stipulated 
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be worse than wasted. It will be well for them to remember that 
the productions of the West are likely to be as essential to the inter- 
ests of the East as their gold is to the West. They should remember 
that we may be able to live quite as long and as well without their 
gold as they can without our flour and pork and beef. We think 
they will be as much benefited as we by the practice of reciprocity 
and good feeling. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not my purpose to antagonize capital or to en- 
courage any spirit of hostility. Capital and the industries of the 
country are co-operative and the two interests are inseparable. Bat 
1 divide the owners of capital junto two classes: those who gamble 
in stocks and speculate on the fluctuations in money and securities 
and, secondly, those whose money circulates among the people and 
who seek investments in such active enterprises and improvements 
as will provide employment for labor and enlarge the bounds of in- 
dustry. All legislation that tends to stimulate and encourage the 
operations of this class of capitalists is in the interest of labor and is 
more productive of good results to the working classes than direct 
legislation. For labor to make war on this kind of capital is to turn 
ogainst a benefactor. 

Mr. Speaker, I have mentioned that the great rebellion was the 
original source of all our troubles. It concentrated the wealth of our 
country in the hands of a few, and it plunged not only the nation, 
but individuals, into this unparalleled era of debt. The four noted 
wars in this country and Europe since 1861 increased the indebtedness 
in the two countries nearly $9,000,000,000, The destruction and wast- 
age of property amounted to many billions more. The increase of 
individual and corporate indebtedness was enormous. Thousands of 
miles of railroads were built, and chiefly on credit, until the funded 
indebtedness of railroads in the United States exceeds $2,300,000,000. 
Cities went on madly in expenditures until the large cities of the 
country are owing upwards of $1,000,000,000; States, $400,000,000 ; 
national debt, two billions; on farms and warehouses the mortgages 
to insurance companies and savings-banks aggregate nearly a billion; 
debts of mining companies and corporations, not named, are immense. 

These debts, sir, are sapping the vitality of the Republic. Interest 
on debts is exhausting the profits of trade and the products of our 
farms. The funded indebtedness of the world now held in Europe 
and this country amounts to about $27,000,000,000, or nine-tenths 
of the estimated value of the entire property, real and personal, 
in the United States. Those who combine to produce fluctua- 
tions and who speculate on changes in values of these obligations 
are the parties a clamor against the restoration of silver as a law- 
ful tender. Money is not only the measure of the valnes of commo- 
dities, but also of debt and of labor, and I claim, sir, that if we would 
reheve the distress in the country, if we would make the payment of 
debts possible, and remove the hinderances to general prosperity and 
good feeling, we should make haste to remonetize silver, and to com- 
mence the coinage at the earliest moment practicable. I believe it 
would restore confidence among all classes and would tend directly 
and powerfully toward a general revival of business throughout 
the Union; that it would quicken the sales of property and would 
encourage the investment of money in actual improvements and per- 
manent pursuits; that, gold having been forced up to an unnatural 
value by the act dishonoring silver, the reinstatement of this coin 
would bring silver and gold together without injustice to any class, 
and would release the debtor and business man from oppression by 
giving them a choice between the two coins. 

1 believe it would greatly facilitate the movement toward resump- 
tion by providing the means with which to pay our legal-tender 
notes. Ido not propose here to discuss the resumption question, and 
still that is so nearly inseparable from this measure as to justify a 
word on the subject. In 1875 the continued derangement in busi- 
ness and the wild fluctuations in values of property, and of our 
greenback circulation, seemed to require of the Government an early 
return to its former practice of taking in its notes when presented 
and giving coin in their place. ‘Bhis, it was thought, would restore 
equality and steadiness in prices of all kinds of lawful money, and 
would give stability to valuesof property. Actuated by these views 
both parties in Congress united in passing the bill known as the re- 
sumption act, by which a day was fixed for redeeming the Govern- 
ment notes with coin. Even the most sanguine did not appear to 
anticipate reaching the desired haven of prosperity at a single bound. 

To climb up out of the chaos and confusion into which the war period 
had plunged the country mast be a work of time, and hence a day 
in the future was fixed in order to give opportunity for adjustment 
and preparation. Whilo I have regarded the principles embodied in 
the act as being in haymony with sound financial views, I have 
always looked upon the law in its present form as faulty and in some 
respects impracticable. Of the ability of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to commence and maintain resumption at the time fixed and on 
the single-standard coin, I have entertained very grave doubts, and 
hence the clause in the amendment introduced by me at the late 
called session, modifying the act and providing for a conditional ex- 
tension of time. Furthermore, I am unalterably opposed to any con- 
traction or reduction of the present volume of money, and conse- 
quently my amendment proposed to make the reissue of legal-tender 
notes after redemption compulsory on the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Iam aware of the fact that the present Secretary believes that 
such is already the spirit of the law of 1875 ; but, inasmuch as adverse 
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opinions were advanced during the discussion and in view of thy 
fact that the law is not entirely clear on this important point,a sod 
cessor might rale differently, and therefore the purpose to Peissys 
should be taken from the domain of doubt and discussion py thi 
explanatory or constructive clause. The greenbacks were adopted 
as one of the wise expedients for prosecuting a gigantic war. They 
proved a valuable auxiliary, but through causes that I need pot here 
enumerate these Government notes became unsettled and depreci- 
ated in value. At times they have fluctuated violently, and it ig of 
the highest importance that they be brought up to and saintained a; 
an equal and interchangeable level with coin through the process 
of remonetization of silver. I believe with an eminent gentleman 
who said recently that “ resumption must wait upon remonetizatioy,” 
Silver is to be a most important factor in getting back to specie pay- 
ments, to steady values, and to the era of good feeling, healthy 
condition, and universal prosperity in all portions of our country 
Let us lose no time in so modifying the resumption act as to make its 

rovisions entirely practicable and its execution feasible, without 
imposing additional hardships on the country or contracting the 
present volume of money. 

Let us return to the time-honored dual standard, from which we so 
rashly and so unwisely departed in 1573 and 1874. And then, after 
tirst making the silver dollar a full legal tender, let us commence and 
continue the coinage of this safe and popular money. And through 
this agency we may safely hope to establish stability in monetary 
affairs, to restore the confidence that has been so long and so se- 
riously impaired and unsettled, to call idle capital from its conceal- 
ment, and to set in motion the unemployed machinery and labor of the 
country. In fact we may hope to rescue a suffering people from the 
gloom and the perils of threatened bankruptcy and ruin. 

But, if we fail in these efforts to undo a great wrong and to pro- 
vide relief, then let those who speak for gold and who encourage 
the encroachments and avarice of the money power answer to the 
country for the injustice done and results that will follow. To fore- 
tell these consequences does not seem to me at all difficult. But | 
will not now venture further in my auguries of evil than to say that 
our industrial and commercial pursuits and enterprises must, in that 
event, continue as they long have been, rocking on the wave of doubt 
and uncertainty for an indefinite period. 


REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION ACT. 


Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, when the bill for the repeal of the re- 
sumption act was before us for discussion, I intended to address the 
House in opposition to its passage, but was prevented from doing so 
at that time by indisposition, and I avail myself of this my first op- 
portunity since that time to carry out that purpose. 

I send to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have read the bill as it passed 
this House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

An act to repeal all that part of the act approved January 14, 1875, known as the 


resumption act, which authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to dispose of 

United States bonds and redeem and cancel the greenback currency. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all that portion of the act approved January 
14, 1875, entitled *‘An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” which 
reads as follows, to wit: “And whenever, and so often as circulating-notes shall 
be issued to any such banking association so increasing its capital or circulating 
notes, or so newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to redecm tho legal-tender United Siates notes in excess only of $300,000,000, 
to the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so issued to any such 
banking association as aforesaid, and to continue such redemption as such circulat- 
ing notes areissued until there shall be outstanding the sam of $300,000 000 of such 
legul-tender United States notes, aud no more. And on and after the Ist day of 
January, A. 1D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, the United 
States legal-tender notes then outstanding, on their presentation for redemption 
at the othce of the assistant treasurer of the United States in the city of New 
York, in sums of not less than $50. And to enable the Secretary of the Treasury 
to prepare and provide for the redemption in this act authorized or required, he is 
authorized to use any surplus revenues, from time to timo, in the Treasury, not oth- 
erwise appropriated, and to issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less than par in coin, 
either of the descriptious of bonds of the United States described in the act of Con- 
gress approved July 14, 1870, entitled ‘An act to authorize the refunding of the 
national debt,’ with like qualities, privileges, and exemptions, to the extent neces- 
sary to carry this act into fail effect, and to use — thereof for the pur- 
poses aforesaid,” be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. JOYCE. The act of January 14, 1875, known as the resumption 
act, provides, among other things, for retiring our greenback cur- 
rency, by the issuing of national-bank notes, in the proportion of $°0 
of greenbacks to $100 of bank-notes, until there shall be outstanding 
the sum of $300,000,600 of such legal-tender United States notes and 
no more; and also provides that on and after January 1, 179, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem, in coin, the United States 
legal-tender notes, then outstanding, on their presentation for redemp- 
tion at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States in the 
city of New York in sums of not less than $50. a 

The bill just read at the Clerk's desk a the provisions of the 
act of 1875, to which I have referred, and if it becomes a law will 
leave the legal-tender debt of the country at its present amount and 
wipe out all provisions for its redemption at any time either near oT 
remote. 7 . —_ 

Mr. Speaker, believing that any question touching the national 
currency is at all times one of the most important that can possibly 
come before the people or be submitted to the consideration of ae 
gress, and more especially so pow when all business is unsettled an 
sluggish, when the material industries of the country are suffering 














from the effects of a vast inflation of the circulating medium and all 

he evils Which follow in its train, and when the people everywhere 
: oking to us for relief, Ihave attentively and patiently listened 
debates in this House upon the subject, carefully weighed 
and considered all the arguments pease eagerly and anxiously 
read everything I could find which has been written by wise men 
upon all sides and in favor of all theories, and from the whole mass 
have endeavored to extract the essence of truth and to come to acor- 
rect and honest conclusion. ‘ ! 

] desire to diseuss this subject in a manner which shall be entirely 
unpartisan and outside and above all party or political considera- 
tions, consequently I shall pick no quarrel with any man who may 
be so unfortunate as to differ with me and shall burl no epithets at 
those who, after equally laborious study and deliberation, have er- 
roneously arrived at a different result, 

After the months and years which have been spent in the disens- 
sion of this great question by the ablest men and brightest intellects 
in thisand the Old World and the volumes that have been written by 
sages and wise men from the days of Ricardo and Stewart down to 
the time of the gentlemen from Ohio and Kansas, [Mr. EwinG and 
Mr. Purtups,}] I am not vain and foolish enough to suppose or hope 
that I shall be able, after all this wealth of learning and flood of 
light, to present any new arguments or original ideas to enlighten 
tle House or instruct the country; but in the discharge of a duty 
which I owe to myself, my country, and the intelligent and patriotic 
people who send me here, I claim the privilege and the right to state 
the results of my investigation and the reasons which influence and 
compel me to oppose the remonetization of silver and also to vote 
against the repeal of, or interference with, the resumption act of 
January 14, 1875, unless it be to add to its force and power in order 
to render it still more effective and efficacious, 

Yet, sir, when I find, as I do in this case, that a large and respect- 
able portion of the American people do not agree with me upon these 
subjects, but hold and advocate doctrines directly adverse to what I 
believe to be right, a decent respect for the opinions and judgments 
of those men naturally leads a modest and unbiased man to not only 
patiently listen to what they have to say, but to re-examine and re- 
consider the grounds upon which he has planted himself, and not to 
set himself up on a pedestal of infallibility for the purpose of resist- 
ing and warding off all arguments and reasons which may be brought 
to hear ogaiuat bi chosen ition. 

] deem it exceedingly fortunate that these great moral and econom- 
ical questions have forced themselves upon public attention at this 
time for consideration and adjustment. It seems to me that the 
present is a most proper and appropriate time to discuss, decide, and 
dispose of them. The public mind and pulse are now comparatively 
calm and composed. e are now measurably free from angry and ex- 
citing topics, and cen goto work like sensible men and, if not already 
done, mature and escablish a financial policy and monetary system for 
this country which shall materially aid in restoring prosperity to the 
people and maintain the credit, the honor, and the integrity of the 
Government. 

The issnes are now distinctly and squarely before us, whether we 
shall redeem our solemn promises, pay our honest debts, and have a 
gold standard and safe, honest money, or whether we shall exile gold, 
repudiate our para ag rob labor of one-tenth of its honest dues, 
refuse to pay our debts, and have inflation with an unlimited issue 
of depreciated currency. 

_ These arethe important questions, improperly and unwisely, as I be- 
lieve, forced upon us, that the American Congress is now called upon to 
settle, and their gravity demands that we should approach them ina 
spirit of candor and fairness, with a sincere determination to adjust 
them honestly and correctly, because, unless they are settled in truth 
and justice our labors will be in vain, and they will speedily return 
to us, with divers other spirits more troublesome than themselves, and 
our last state will be immeasurably worse than the first. 

In the study and investigation of this subject of finance and in an 
examination of its history, we are struck with the remarkable fact 
that, in every country where it has been the subject of thought and 
discussion and on every occasion when it has occupied the attention 
or received the consideration of statesmen and legislators, it has 
always been decided and settled in favor of the gold standard or a 
wedium of exchange convertible into gold. 

To this rule there is, I believe, not a single exception in the his- 
tory of any civilized nation on the face of the globe. 

While it is true that nations have in times of dire necessity and 
extremest need resorted to the issue of paper promises, invested them 
with the sovereign power of legal tender, wok compelled the people 
to receive them in place of money, as this Government was compelled 
to do in 1862, yet the redemption of these promises and the restora- 
a of the specie standard have never been lost sight of or abandoned, 

ut as soon as the necessity which compelled the inflation has passed 
away these pledges or forced loans have been redeemed, and the Gov- 
erument has restored its circulating medium to its normal condition 
of soundness, and given back to the people, in the boon of honest 
money, a new pledge of national integrity and honor. 
his proposition was well oustathen bby the distinguished gentle- 
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man from Massachusetts [ Mr. LorinG] in his able speech upon this | 


subject. In commenting upon this point he said: 
It is a historical fact that, when ay nation bas been driven by the demands of 


VII——38 


edeve 


civil or foreign wars or by any great commercial crisis to resort to an inflated and 
irredeemable currency, its first business on the return of peace and prosperity has 
been to restore its currency to a sound specie basis as rapidly as possible, as the 
only way to arrive at permanent commercial prosperity. Itis war and inflation 
on the one hand and peace and a sound currency on the other. 

If further proof of this fact is required we have only to refer to 
the history of our own country at the close of the revolutionary 
war, when the whole power of the Government, under the guidance 
ot Washington and Hamilton and Madison, was invoked and exer- 
cised to redeem and pay the national debt, appreciate the currency, 
and establish a sound and stable standard of values. Aud the same 
policy, so wisely and justly inaugurated and pursued by the statesmen 
and patriots of this country, was adopted and carried out by both 
England and France at the close of the terrible wars which desolated 
and burdened those countries with debt from 1793 down to 1815, 

Now, sir, if we would prosper and thrive we must study not only 
our own but the history of other nations, and follow the beaten path 
marked out by the wisdom and experience of those who have gone 
before us. 

As a nation we cannot afford to become commercially isolated from 
the rest of the word, and if we would share in the benefits of inter- 
national trade and have a standing among the powers of the earth 
we must have the standard of values which has been fixed and estab- 
lished and is now used by the commercial nations of the world. 

The great point with this, as with all governments, is to have a 
sound, stable currency which shall be good the world over, not sub- 


ject to change or fluctuation by any act of Congress, and free at all 


times from the whims and vagaries of legislation and the capricious 
changes of political parties. 

The question as to what this currency shall be composed of is set- 
tled by the experience and convenience of mankind beyond all doubt 
or controversy. The verdict of the civilized world is that the com- 
mercial wants of the people demand coin and paper currency, with 
the paper always convertible into coin at the pleasure of the holder. 
This furnishes the people a universal circulating medium of equal 
value the world over, always at par with gold and as free from 
change and tluctuation as the everlasting hills from which the precious 
oreis taken. All wisemen and eminent financiers of the Old as well as 
of the New World, in every age and country, have been earnest sup- 
porters and advocates of this doctrine; and the commercial history 
of this country, as far as it has been written, shows that every Presi- 
dent of the United States, every Secretary of the Treasury, and every 
distinguished statesman of both parties, from the organization of the 
Government down to 1875, have all held that the only true standard 
of values is gold or a paper currency,convertible into gold at the 
pleasure of the holder. 

There is another reason, sir, why our people cannot afford to bear the 
burdensof an inflated currency and a depreciating circulating medium. 
The foreign trace of this country, imports and exports, amounts to 
the enormous sum of $1,500,000,000 annually, every article of which 
is measured by the gold standard, and in every fluctuation in the value 
of our currency, to which the price of all these articles are reduced, 
the loss falls upon us and not on the nations with whom we deal, 
And one of the worst features of this destructive policy is that the 
loss, in the case I have mentioned, falls at last with the most crush- 
ing weight upon the farmer and laboring-man. The importer, the 
jobber, the merchant, and the retail dealer can each add something 
to the cost price of the goods to protect them against loss by fluctu- 
ations in the currency, but the farmer cannot add a penny to tho 
price of his crops, and the laboring-man cannot charge a shilling ex- 
tra for his labor, because these prices are fixed and regu ated by the 
nations which live by the gold standard and deal in honest money. 

These facts, thus briefly alluded to, Mr. Speaker, demonstrate be- 
yond question that the policy I now contend for has been the settled 
rule and guide of all the civilized nations of the Old World whose 
trade and commerce have been worthy of the name and also of our 
own country down to 1862, when unfortunately, by the imperious 
necessities of war, we were compelled to cut loose from our moorings, 
and depart from the sound doctrine and settled faith of the fathers, 

The greenback currency was adopted and issued as a war measure 
and a forced loan upon the people, and nobody then claimed or inti- 
mated that there was any other warrant for it in the Constitution, 
or that it could be issued in time of peace. It was resorted to as the 
only means by which the nation’s Lfe could be preserved. It was 
used in place of money to purchase supplies and pay the men to 

mt down the rebellion and save the republic from destruction, 
len differed as to the necessity of issuing it, but all agreed as to 
the nature of the bills and what should finally be done with them. 
Every man who voted for them did so with reluctance, and secretly 
pledged his honor that as soon as the necessity ceased the paper 
should be redeemed and the country brought back tosound money. 
The same solemn pledge was stamped not only upon the bills but 
upon every law authorizing their issue, and the means provided and 
manner specifically pointed out by which they were to be redeemed. 

These promises were issued by the Government and the people 
gave their face value in labor or property with a fair understanding 
that they were to be redeemed at the earliest practicable moment after 
the close of the war. They were in fact so many promissory notes in 
which the Government promised to pay the holder the face value of 
each note in money on demand, which by every principle of honor 
and fair dealing we are bound to do. 
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The enormous productions of our country the past year deprive us 
of every excuse, and a refusal to redeem them or to make them equal 
in value to gold is nothing less than a willful repudiation of our most 
sacred and solemn obligations. 

These notes, which have always been afflicted with a two-fold value, 
one a paying and the other a —— value, were, as I have said, 
issued as money to aid us in putting down a needless and wicked 
rebellion, and the nature and extent of our responsibility in regard 
to them has been acknowledged and demonstrated from year to year 
since the war, not only by the declarations of Congress, but by the 
avowed purpose and determination of both political parties, pro- 
claimed in both State and national conventions, to devise some mode 
by which they could be redeemed or made equal in their purchasable 
value to gold. 

When the war ended we found ourselves groaning under the bur- 
den of an enormons public debt, bearing a high rate of interest, which 
self-preservation and self-interest required should as soon as possi- 
ble be refunded at a lower rate. Foreign capitalists, on whom we 
depended to take a large portion of our bonds bearing a low rate of 
interest, began to grow timid from the fact that indiscreet and fac- 
tious men had proclaimed that our bonds ought to be paid in cur- 
rency instead of gold. 

To obviate this difficulty, to save money to the people, and to re- 
store confidence in our securities in the markets of the world, as well 
as to carry out and fulfill what all honest men understood and knew 
to be a solemn obligation, Congress in 1869, declared— 

That the faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to the payment in coin, 
or its equivalent, of all the obligations of the United States not bearing interest, 


known as United States notes, and of all the interest-bearing obligations of the 
United States. 


And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith to make provision, at the 
earliest practical period, for the redemption of the United States notes in coin. 

The passage of this act had the desired effect ; our bonds and notes 
at once rose rapidly in value and, within one year, the bonds rose to 
par in gold making it practicable to commence the refunding of the 
6 per cent. bonds with 5’s, and under the stimulus of this new prom- 
ise of redemption the legal-tender note rose from seventy-six to 
cighty-nine cents. 

And, sir, the same reasons which existed then in favor of the pas- 
sage of that act are potent and convincing now against any act by 
Congress to depreciate our bonds, postpone redemption, check the 
wk of refunding, or shake the confidence then so wisely and justly 
established. 

There is to-day a balance of seven hundred and twenty-nine mill- 
ions of the public debt bearing interest at the rate of 6 per eent., 
and seven hundred and eight ‘millions at 5 per cent. 

Under the stimulus of the acts of 1869 and 1275 the Secretary of 
the Treasury has been able to refund the debt down to that sum at 
5, 4, and 44 per cent., and, sir, whenever these wild schemes of infla- 
tion and repudiation are abandoned and given up, and it is known 
and believed among the nations of the earth that we have ceased all 
legislative “ tinkering” with the currency, and that we mean to re- 
deem all our promises and pay our honest debts in honest money, he 
will tind no difficulty in refanding the balance at the same or a still 
lower rate of interest, thus saving millions of dollars which we are 
now compelled to pay to the holders of our bonds, and many of them 
fereigners, in gold. 

The greenback note bears upon its face the promise of the Govern- 
ment to pay a sum of money to the holder, but no time is named 
when the payment is to be made. This important omission, together 
with the fact that these notes have always been depreciated, has kept 
our currency in a state of constant vacillation and greatly aided in 
creating uncertainty and depression in the business of the country. 

The act of January 14, 1875, which provides that “on and after 
Jannary 1, 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall redeem in coin 
the legal-tender notes then outstanding,” was intended to remedy 
this defect in the contract, to appreciate these notes, and put in the 
form of legislative enactment, not a new contract, but what every- 
body bad always conceded and knew to be the true meaning and in- 
terpretation of the original obligation. 

All honest men will be glad to admit that the Government is just 
as much bound to pay its debts and redeem its solemn obligations as 
an individual, and the act of 1875 was nothing more than a declara- 
tion by the Government of its purpose and intention to do it, and 
tixing the time when the money was to be paid. 

At the time of the ge of that act, while men differed as to 
the time which should be fixed for the fulfillment of the contract 
and the payment of the debt, no one questioned the duty of the 
Government to fix some time and to pay it at the earliest practicable 
moment. And the time of redemption was finally put off to Janu- 
ary, 1879, because of the difference of opinion upon that point, to 
give time to arrange all the relations of debtor and creditor with 
reference to it and to enable Congress, in the mean time, to pass any 
additional act in aid of resumption, if found to be necessary. 

Since January 14, 1875, every man who has taken one of these 
greenback notes has received with it, as a part of the contract, the 
promise of the Government that it would be redeemed in coin at the 
time stated in that act. The course of trade also has been directed 
and contracts bave been made with reference to it, while vast inter- 
ests have beea acquired, exchanged, and released in view of the 
solemn pledge contained in it. 
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The object of the act was to appreciate the greenback and mo), 
it better and worth more, and ak has been its effect. roam 
constantly appreciating and growing better every day, 
is within less than 2 per cent. of gold. 

No reasonable man could ask or expect a more literal fulf 
the prophecy of the advocates of that measure or more ho 
cheering results; and yet, when we have almost reached t 
our hopes and are about to grasp the wreath of victory, we 
to repeal it, to repudiate our promise, to throw wide open 
gates of inflation, and leave the people without any assur 
the Government will ever redeem. 

The time has come when the vast business interests of t 
require and demand at the hands of the Government the restoration 
of a permanent monetary system and a uniform standard of values, 
The people want this question placed beyond all doubt ; they desire 
a respite from legislation; they beg of Congress to let the cup. 
rency alone. The business men long for rest from this agitation 
so that faith and commercial confidence may have time to retyry’ 
They believe that we have already passed the crisis of depression, 
that we have touched bottom, that a brighter day is beginning t 
dawn, that business is reviving all over the country, and that jt 
would be suicidal and fatal to all their interests if we should, by ro. 
pealing the act of 1275, revoke all we have done and go back to tho 
very system and policy we have been laboring so long to escape from 
They believe that the repeal of the resumption act would be a long 
step backwards, that it would tend to impair and destroy rather than 
to restore and build up, and that it would be construed as an act of 
bad faith on the part of the Government and would most injuriously 
affect the public credit among the nations of the world. : 

The President tells us, in his annual message, that the refunding 
of the national debt at a lower rate of interest, as now going on 
with the aid of the resumption law, will save to the people $20,000,000) 
annually, and more than three hundred millions before the bonds 
could all be fally paid if permitted to remain as they now are. 

Repeal that act and the refunding will immediately stop; the at- 
tempt to do it even has already had a very marked effect upon it, aud 
we shall be plunged into the vortex of uncertainty, virtual repudia- 
tion, and dishonor. 

But it is said by those who favor the repeal of the resumption law 
that we shall not have the gold to redeem on the Ist of January, 1-79, 
and that therefore we ought to repeal the act which fixes that date, 

Now, sir, with bank-notes and greenbacks almost at par; with sey- 
enty millions of gold already in the Treasury, and five millions being 
added every month; with thirty-five millions of surplus revenue av- 
nually to swell our reserve ; with one hundred millions as the yearly 
production of our mines; with the balance of trade to the amount of 
two hundred millions in our favor, drawing foreign gold to our shores 
and checking the exportation of our own; with our customs revenue 
sufficient to pay the interest on the public debt; with a wealth and 
abundance of crops far surpassing those of any other year since the 
foundation of the Government; with the business interests of the 
country rapidly adjusting themselves to this new order of things, 
and “a prudent economy prevailing in the public service and awoug 
all our people,” it seems to me that the conditions are favorable, the 
“7 propitious, and the prospects of victory reasonably certaiu. 

hy, sir, let the people once understand that their paper is at par, 
that they can have gold for their bills, and nobody would want it, 
nobody would have it. 

With the confidence inspired by this knowledge, together with 
the fact of the greater convenience of paper, every man who uses his 
money in his business and keeps it in trade would not present it for 
redemption, while those who would demand gold for the _——— of 
hoarding would be few in number and the gold demanded compara- 
tively small in amount. 

Under the old State bank system, where the bill-holders had little 
or no security, it ge only from 15 to 20 percent. in gold to keep 
their bills afloat and hold them at par, and in this case, with our 
great increase of banking facilities, and when every bill is amply 
secured by United States bonds, it would certainly seem that it could 
not require any more. 7 

Among all the able speakers upon this bill to which we have lis- 
tened no friend of the measure, from the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Ew1xG] down to his most bumble disciple upon this floor, 
has even attempted to inform the House aud the country what gool 
results are to flow from the repeal of the “ time clause” in the resuup- 
tion law. 

They claim, to be sure, that under the provisions of that act the 
volume of the omnes being contracted, and that our present 
distresses w out of the fact that we have a short supply of circu- 
lating medium, and yet they do not claim, or pretend even, that the 
re’ of that clause will increase the legal-tenders, the national- 
bank notes, or the fractional currency. 

If any beneficial results were like) 
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y to flow from the passage of 
this bill, these learned gentlemen would be able to point them out, 
and their neglect or inability to do so is conclusive evidence to ™Y 
mind that none are expected or possible. 

It is not, sir, a bill for the relief of the le and the settlement 
of this vexed and troublesome question of the currency, as claimed 
by its —egeee, but on the contrary it is a measure designed to 
float the democratic party imto power, and is “fraught with the 
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reatest evil alike to the credit and honor of our Government, at 
Coes and abroad, and to the labor, capital, trade, and commerce of 
7 

the or of currency, sir, is not the cause of business depression and 
hard times; we have an abundance of ‘money, and the rates of inter- 
est never 80 low as at present. Ww hat is now needed and required is 
4 sound and stable carrency—which, if this and the silver scheme are 
defeated, we shall soon have—which shall be equal to gold in its pur- 
chasable value, and then capitalists will have confidence and let it 
ont; now they hold it tight for fear of the success of these schemes 
and consequent fluctuation and loss. But = this bill and you de- 
stroy the confidence already acquired and leave us with three hun- 
dred and fifty-four millions of legal-tender notes, with no provision 
for their redemption or for making them convertible into coin at 
anv time either near or remote. 

While I am upon this point of a lack of currency, I would be glad 
if some of these gentlemen who advocate that doctrine with so much 
zeal would tell me what changes have occurred in our modes of do- 
ing business in this country during the last few years which has 
rendered necessary any great addition to the amount of our currency. 

In 1560 we had only about four hundred millions of paper and coin 
poth in cireulation,and yet nobody complained of adeticiency. Now 
we have at the lowest estimate over seven hundred and thirty mill- 
jons in actual circulation in the banks and among the people for 
business and trade; and this currency, composed of legal-tenders, 
bank-notes, and coin, is as convenient and safe as any that can be 
found in the wide world. In fact it only lacks one feature or ele- 
ment to make it perfect, and that it will have in a few months if 
Congress will let it alone, and that is equality with and exchangea- 
bility into gold. 

Any man knows who has given the least attention or study to this 
subjectthat the amount of circulating medium required in any country 
caunot be measared by the number of people, the extent of terri- 
tory, or even the amount of trade and business which is carried ou, 
“put by the nature, extent, and diversity of the industries of the 
country and the amount of capital actually required for their develop- 
ment.” No power on earth can determine this question. The legis- 
lature, as has so often been said, may fix and establish its quality, 
bot the laws of trade can alone determine the amount. 

It is also claimed by the inflationists that the panic of 173, fol- 
lowed by the depression of business and the crippled condition of 
our industries, is chargeable to the resumption act of 1875. 

In the tirst place, Mr. Speaker, that act was not passed until two 
years after the panic occurred, and besides it is an undeniable fact 
that when the panie strack us we bad more paper money in circula- 
tion than had ever been floated before by any country in the world. 
Neither the resumption act nor the contraction of the currency can 
be held responsible for the panic or the distresses which followed it. 
The primary cause was the dire necessities of the war, which com- 
pelled the Government to inflate the currency; which engendered 
speculation, extravagance, and dishonesty; changed a million men 
from producers to consumers; led to the contraction of enormous 
debts, national, State, municipal, corporate,and individual; and finally 
aneen in a financial crash, which was as natural as it was ap- 
palling. 

The gentlemen who are pushing this measure often refer to the 
financial history of England and France to prove that with the 
amount of gold which weshall probably have in the Treasury on the 
ist of January, 1879, it will be impossible for the Government to 
resune specie payments at that time. 

Now, sir, if we carefully examine the history of those countries 
aud compare their modes of trade and doing business with our own, 
we shall tind that they are so totally dissimilar that no argument can 
be drawn from that source against the position I have taken or in 
favor of the theories set up by the friends of this bill. 

In the first place there are no bank-notes in circulation in England 
below $25 and in France none below $20, all the circulating medium 
below these sums being in coin, while in this country we have in cir- 
culation two hundred and twenty-five millions in bank-notes below 
$20, which will enable us to resume the payment of specie with less 
coin than could either England or France, because these small notes 
are all used by the people in their daily business in lieu of coin and 
would therefore never be presented for redemption. 

Again, sir, in France they have really but one bank ; consequently 
there are no deposits, drafts, checks, or bank-accounts; but the busi- 
hess is all done and the balances in trade all paid by the actnal de- 
livery of cash from hand to hand; while in this country we have a 
bauk in almost every village and business center, through which 
probably 90 per cent. of all our business is transacted without asingle 
dollar in money passing between the ties, the balances being all 
paul and accounts settled by drafts, A eo and bank-credits. 

And Iam informed, sir, by gentlemen who are qualified to judge, 
that 'n the transactions at New York clearing-houne, which aver- 
‘ge & great many millions annually, only about 4 per cent. is done by 
‘ue actual delivery of money, the balance being all conducted and 
carried on through the banks. 
ae facts sufficiently demonstrate the proposition that England 
“ France, and especially the mentee, meee of necessity require and 


Use ore currency in i i 
than wede in this eieteee to the amount of business they do 


But, sir, there is another thing which we learn from the study of 
the financial history of those two countries which is particulariy 
pertinent to the issue before us, and to which I invoke the attention 
of the House, and that is the fact that— 

No nation has ever resumed specie payments after a forced suspension, except 
by force of a law fixing the precise day when resumption should take piace. 

After a period of wild inflation and suspension, followed by conse- 
quent prostration and distress, England, in July, 1319, passed an act 
fixing the Ist day of May, 1823, as the period for final and ultimate 
redemption, with a proviso that, if in the discretion of the governor 
and directors of the Bank of England an earlier day was thought 
expedient, then resumption might take place on the Ist day of May, 
1822. 

It seems that there were, at that time, a class of men in England 
not unlike the men in this country who are to-day clamoring for the 
repeal of the act of 1575. They were intlationists, disturbers of the 
financial peace of the eountry, who were willing to build their own 
political exaltation upon the poverty of the people and the ruin of 
their country; accordingly we find them, in April, 1521, bringing 
into Parliament a bill to repeal the resumption act; but there were 
sane men enough there, as I trust there are here, to save the country, 
and the House of Commons condemned it by a vote of 14] to 27. 

But those destractionists were persistent, as these men are here, 
and again in June, 1822, a second bill for the same purpose was 
brought in; but by this time the people began to see the beneficial 
effects of the law, as we do here to-day of our resumption law, and 
the House gave it an emphatic repulse in a vote of 192 to 30. 

These bills were both discussed by the ablest men in Parliament, 
and the record informs us that the same reasons and argaments were 
urged in favor of the repeal of the English act of 1819 that we hear 
to-day in favor of the repeal of our act of 1875. 

Now, sir, if gentlemen are so enamored of English history and ex- 
perience upon this subject and are so desirous of following the 
example of English statesmen, let them desist from their wild and 
fatal schemes of inflation and repudiation and join hands with the 
friends of honest money in defeating this measure and putting the 
currency and credit aud honor of this country beyond the reach of 
repudiators and demagogues. F 

France has been still more fortunate; she seems to be compara- 
tively free from inflationists; all her public men are blessed with a 
good degree of common sense, and when in 1874she passed an act to 
resume specie payments on the Ist of January, 1578, which, by con- 
tracting her paper circulation and pushing out her coin, practically 
took place as early as January, 1876, it was permitted to stand upon 
the statute-book and work out its legitimate results, while the people 
went to work with the assurance that no wild schemes of intlation 
or greenback heresy would be allowed to interfere witb trade or 
postpone the day of redémption. 

It has been said that the distress in England from 1821 to 1826 was 
the effect of the resumption act, but history denies the assertion and 
emphatically charges it to the short-sighted policy embodied in the 
corn laws. An ill-advised and impolitic act had been passed by Par- 
liament prohibiting the importation of wheat whenever the price 
fell below eighty shillings per quarter. 

The result was, as might have been foreseen, to raise the price of 
wheat and cause every acre of land in England, which could possibly 
be spared, to be sown with wheat, which in a short time flooded the 
eunchet, ruined the farmers, produced a stagnation in all branches of 
business, and threw thousands of laboring-men out of employment. 

No fair-minded man can ever object or take exceptions in the dis- 
cussion of a subject to any fair and legitimate argument, however 
powerful and conclusive, which may be brought to bear against his 
own cherished opinions and theories. And in this discussion I ac- 
knowledge that rule and cheerfully accord to every other man all 
that I claim in this respect for myself. 

But when I hear men who ought to be, and I believe are, convers- 
ant with the facts, talking seriously about ‘‘ bloated bondholders,” 
“cheap money,” “the poor man’s money,” and “one money for the 
bondholders and another for the people,” I can hardly force myself 
to the conclusion that they are talking as they believe, but am 
almost compelled to regard it either as the voice of ignorance or of 
the demagogue. 

Is it possible that men should be so deceived as to be given over to 
believe a lie? Isit not plain to every man that the Government 
does not manufacture money and give it away? That no man can 
obtain it unless he gives an equivalent in some form for it; “ either 
the labor of his hands, the product of his brains, or the fruit of his 
industry ;” that no matter how much money there is in the country, 
no man cau honestly obtain it unless he is possessed of securities or 
can give value for it? And if these things are at hand, one man can 
obtain it as handily and cheaply as another, because capital is no 
respecter of persons. Why, then, talk about cheap money unless it 
be for the purpose of deceiving and misleading the unwary and the 
ignorant? 

If these gentlemen, who I sometimes fear are actually insane upon 
this subject, whose insanity unfortunately now threatens the peace 
and prosperity of this conntry, and who are continually haunted by 
“shylocks” and “bloated bondholders,” really desire to know who 
some of these monsters are, let them go to the forty-four hundred 
and seventy-five savings-banks and private banks of deposit in 
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this country, with their two and one-half millions of depositors 
and their thirteen hundred and seventy millions of deposits. And 
when they have done that let them search out the seven hundred 
thousand men whose lives are insured for $350,000,000 in all the life 
insurance companies in this country. 

They will find that these deposits and premiums are mainly made 
and owned by widows and orphans and r laboring people who 
thus save from their hard earningsa few dollars annually to bridge over 
a dull season or to guard against want in case of disaster or sickness. 

This money thus deposited is invested by the managers of these 
institutions either in Government securities or loaned out on security 
to industrious and enterprising business men who have not sufficient 
capital of their own to carry on their business. 

‘These, sir, are some of the “ bloated bondholders” of this country 
while still others may be found among our small farmers, scatte 
throughout the country, many of whom have by industry and fra- 
gality laid aside a few dollars in Government bonds for a rainy day 
or for support when they shall become too old to labor. 

Under this hue and ery of “ cheap money ” and “ Wall-street dom- 
ination,” it is proposed to repeal the act of 1875, to indefinitely post- 
pone redemption, inflate and depreciate the currency, rob a 
people of their hard earnings, and leave them to be devou by 
speculators and gamblers; and for what? Merely for the benefit and 
eae of a few men and the temporary triumph of a polit- 
ica ty. 

That t e democratic party should advocate such a measure, threat- 
ening such results, creates no surprise or astonishment in my mind; 
but that republicans, who stand pledged in a thousand ways to fulfill 
the sacred obligations of the Government and to protect and main- 
tain the honor and integrity of the Republic should so soon forget 
the awful lessons of the war and join in this fatal crusade of repu- 
diation and dishonor, is most passing strange and unnatural. 

It can scarcely be wondered at that some of tho men whose treason 
to the Government made necessary the contraction of the enormous 
debt which now weighs so heavily upon us should be willing to avoid 
the burden and escape its payment; but where can those whose loy- 
alty never wavered and an bore the banner of the Republic against 
rebellion until it was furled in victory find justification or excuse 
for aiding and assisting in this unholy work? 

I have thus, Mr. Speaker, in plain and simple language, given some 
few of the reasons which have and will influence and control my ac- 
tion upon this bill. I believe that a depreciated and fluctuating cur- 
rency is one of the greatest curses that can afflict a people and that 
no nation can prosper which does not adopt gold as the only measure 
of values. e have, for the past seventeen years, been passing 
through this furnace of affliction, but are now, thank God, almost 
delivered; and if we are wise we shall in the last hours of this ter- 
rible battle stand firm, resist temptation, and under the banner of 
resumption, which we raised on the 14th of January, 1875, redeem 
the solemn pledges of the Government, maintain the honor and in- 
tegrity of the Republic, and bring prosperity and joy to all our people. 

Mr. Speaker, if time permit I should be glad to speak at some 
length upon the question of the remonetization of silver, but in the 
few moments allotted me I can only glance at it in the briefest man- 
ner. I will first call attention to the provisions of the act, which 
passed this House some time ago under the gag of the previous ques- 
tion, which cut off all debate, known as the “ Biand silver bill.” 
That act provides that there shall be coined, at the several mints of 
the United States, silver dollars of the weight of 412} grains troy of 
standard silver, as provided in the act of January 15, 1537, on which 
shall be the devices and superscriptions provided by said act; which 
coins, together with all silver dollars heretofore coined by the United 
States, of like weight and fineness, shall be a legal tender, at their 
nominal value, for all debts and dues, public and private, except 
where otherwise provided by contract ; and aay owner of silver bull- 
ion may deposit the same at any United States coinage mint or as- 
say office, to be coined into such dollars, for his benetit, upon the same 
terms and conditions as gold bullion is deposited for coinage under 
existing Jaws. 

As a fit companion and counterpart to the proposition to repeal the 
resumption act is this bill for the remonetization and unlimited 
coinage and legal tender of silver which I have just read. 

The former follows stealthily a covert and indirect road to re- 
pudiation, the latter marches with a bold and brazen front in the 
public thoroughfare directly to its consummation; one is a nauseous 
dose of national dishonor, relieved by a deceptive coating, the other 
is the poisonous drug, unmixed and unrelieved of its sickening odor 
und taste; one is a cowardly way of robbing the laboring poor of 
this country by lying in ambush for them, the other is the Sold and 
reckless manner of the highwayman, who meets his victim upon the 
road and démands his money or bis life. 

You may call this policy by soft names ; you may speak of it gently 
out of respect to the men who created and advocate it, but after all 
it is downright, bold, dishonest repudiation of a portion of the pub- 
lic debt of this country and the willful and malicious robbery of 
the industrious, hard-working people, whose patriotism and labor 
make it possible for us to exist as anation. It is a deep-laid scheme 
and deliberate plan to cheat the widows, the orphans, and the labor- 
ing poor, who toil for their daily bread, who have placed their small 
surplus earnings in savings-banks and life-iusurance companies, out 
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would amount to $900,000, or $28.50 to each depositor, on an ona 


In the savings-bank in my own town the deposits amount t, 


now in the State twenty-five savings-banks or institutions o 


$650,000, owned and deposited by three thousand persons. Ip ¢. 
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the case of the Rutland Savings-Bank the amounts deposited by me 
thousand of the depositors do not exceed $250 each, most of them 
being considerably below that sum; and Mr. Daniels informs myo 
that these depositors consist main}y of laborers, servant girls, 
orphans, and children. 
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Such, Mr. Speaker, would be the practical result of this silver bill, 
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And, sir, if this great wrong should be consummated, in view of 
what has already taken place in this House, what assurance have the 
public creditors of this country and those who hold our bonds and 


securities abroad that those who thus deliberately repudiate 10 per 


cent. of the public debt will not, when they shall deem it expedient 
tarn their backs upon the whole. ; 

It has been said during this debate that there are two classes of 
persons who are specially anxious that the silver bill should become 
a law: the miners, who desire to dispose of their silver for a good 
round price, and the men who are in debt, who want the currency 
in because that would raise the price of land and all commodi- 
ties and give them an opportunity to dispose of their property and 
pay off their debts in depreciated money. 

This may be true, sir, in respect to some sections of the country, 
but, in the State I have the honor in part to represent, we do not en- 


joy the luxury of silver mines, and, while many of our people are in 


debt, yet, thank God, they are honest and I am sure they would scora 
repudiation, whether by public act of the National Legislature or by 
the inflation and depreciation of the currency. 

It has been often said by gentlemen who oppose the silver bill, and 
has been nowhere denied by its friends, that the first injurious etiect 
of the remonetization and unlimited coinage and legal tender of that 
metal would be to draw to our mints the silver of Germany and all 
other countries which have demonetized it, and the more they sent 
us the less it would be worth. 

It is a law regulating the circulation of currency that good money 
can never be kept afloat alongside of poor, because the poor wiil 
always drive the good ont and assume supremacy. Consequently, if 
silver dollars are coined at 412} grains, they will at once drive al! 
the gold coin out of the country, because 412} grains of silver are 
not worth as much in the markets of the world as a gold dollar. 

England, France, Germany, Belgiam, and Switzerland have prac- 
tically adopted the single gold standard ; now, if we remonetize sil- 
ver and make it a legal tender for all sums and purposes, all our 

old will inevitably flow to those countries and their silver will come 
re, and we shall then have, in fact, a single standard ; but it will 
be a depreciated silver one. 

Such a silver dollar, like our greenbacks, would, as we have often 
been told, have two distinct functions in our currency and trade, ove 
@ paying power and the other a purchasing power; it would pay 4 
debt of one hundred cents, but it would only purebase ninety cents’ 
worth of bread or meat or clothes. And no law of Congress or execu- 
tive proclamation could change this relation, because 412} grains of 
silver would be worth only ninety cents, more or less, in gold in the 
markets of the world. 

As in the case of depreciated paper, so in this, the great weight 
of the burden would eventually fall upon the laboring-man. The 
fluctuations in this depreciated currency would raise the price of 
every article he was compelled to buy, while his labor would be the 
last article in the market to rise, as it always is. He could, to be 
sure, pay his debts in cheap money, but his loss in what he would 
have to pay extra for the necessaries of life would be four times what 


he gained. 

We hear much said about the wicked and corrupt demonetization 
of silver in 1873, but the record shows that, practically, silver dollars 
have not been in circulation since 1837 and since 1553 fractional 
silver coins have besn in circulation and a legal tender only for 
limited sum. Since 1792 we have only coined about eight millions of 
silver dollars in all, and every one knows, as a matter of written and 
traditional history, that during the whole period of our existence 4s 
a nation we have not had silver, of all kinds, enough in circulation 
to affect in any appreciable , one way or the otber, the volume 
of our national currency, aside from its convenience as small 
change, and in some cases as a reserve, its absence at any time would 
scarcely have been felt or noticed in our trade and commerce. 
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The law of 1873, then, which has lately created such a storm in 
some quartersof the country, was merely the declaration by Congress 
of a financial fact which had practically existed for forty years. 

| know it is claimed that the remonetization of silver, as well as 
the repeal of the resumption act of 1875, is in the interest of the labor- 
ing poor against the capitalist and the bondholder, _ 

Tu answer to this we say that it is neither good policy nor honest 
to legislate against or in the interest of any particular class of per- 
sons, which fact alone would destroy the influence of such an argu- 
ment and lead us to distrust the motive which prompted it. Again, 
we shall find on the slightest examination that the effect of such 
legislation would be exactly the reverse. 

If we should remonetize silver there is no doubt that a silver dol- 
lar would pay a debt of any kind of one hundred cents, but it would 
only purchase, as silver stands now, about ninety cents’ worth of any 
commodity. The mechanic and laboring-man in the shop, the mill, 
and the quarry would work all day for a dollar, and 412} grains of 
silver would pay him for his day’s labor; but when he should go 
to the store and ery to make his purchases of bread and meat 
and clothes and fuel for his family he would find to his sorrow that 
it had a purchasing power of only ninety cents and that he had lost 
ten cents on his day’s work. 

So it is in all the relations of labor and trade and commerce; 
while in some aspects it appears at first sight to favor labor, yet in 
the end the burden and loss come upon the poor man and labor goes 
to the wall. 

Again, as I have before said, the widows and orphans and labor- 
ing poor have in the banks and saving-institutions of this country 
$1,370,000,000, made up of their surplus earnings, which they, in their 
prudence and economy, have saved. Pass the silver bill to-day and 
their deposits could be paid to them in silver dollars, worth ninety 
cents apiece, and you have robbed them of $137,000,000. 

This hue and ery so lately raised in favor of the remonetization of 
silver is not a movement in favor of honest money and the rights of 
the laboring poor, but it is one raised originally by men who are to 
be pecuniarily benefited by it, and has lately been picked up by 
others who hope in this way to array labor against capital and, under 
cover of the storm they have raised, to ride into power. No sensible 
man can for a moment believe that the remonetization of silver 
would revive business or put an extra penny into the pocket of any 
laboring-man ; and had it not been for the present distressed condi- 
tion of the people, due entirely to the war and its consequences, we 
never should have heard one word against the act of 1973, and the 
silver bill would never have been dreamed of. 

It is true that Congress has several times attempted to regulate the 
proper relations between gold and silver 80 as to maintain both as a 
concurrent currency, but it has always proved a failure; the laws 
which govern and regulate their circulation are higher avd broader 
than national legislation; they have never circulated together upon 
an equality, in any age or country and they never can, because the 
necessary proportion cannot be kept up and the cheaper always 
drives the other out of circulation. 

These, sir, are in brief some of the objections to this double-stand- 
ard theory, and, sir, in the apt language of another let me ask, “ what 
will the remonetization of silver do for this country? Will it set 
the wheels of industry in motion? Will it relieve the distress of the 
country? Will it give employment to the thousands of idle men?” 
Or will it only fill the coffers of a few bankers and lucky men who 
own silver mines, and prove an additional curse to the poor. 

And, sir, more than this, such legislation as is proposed in the sil- 
ver bill and the bill to repeal the resumption act, would be an open 
and high-handed “ violation of the plighted faith of the nation to- 
ward its creditors; it would change the force and effect of private 
contracts ; it would unsettle values; it would work disastrous re- 
sults to trade and commerce, and be destructive of national pros- 
perity, national faith, national credit, and national honor.” 

However much we may differ, Mr. Speaker, as to the methods to 
be pursued in treating this subject, we are bound to believe that it 
is the desire and purpose of every member of this House to labor for 
the restoration of the credit of the Government and the establish- 
ment of a sound monetary system for our people. 

A somewhat careful study and examination of this subject and of 
the situation of the country have satisfied me that the legislation 
embodied in the two bills to which I have referred will not only fail to 
bring us the relief promised, but will be fatal to the very object we 
have been so long seeking to accomplish. Instead of legislation re- 
specting the currency, I believe the industrial interests of the coun- 
try now need to be guarded against it. 

_ The present condition of the business of this country is the inev- 
itable and legitimate result of the war and its consequences, and 
legislation, while it may mitigate it, can no more cure it than it can 
stop the whirlwind or suppress the volcano. The resumption law, in 
connection with the noble efforts of our people, is slowly but surely 
doing its work, and if we bravely wait a few months longer we sball 
——s reap a harvest, the of which was sown in 1369 and 1875 
y the republican y, with hope and confidence. 
‘ The distinguish: gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] never ut- 
— truer words than he did when he said that the storm-center of 
4s question is here in these halls, and that if we can get past this 


yours of the 15th instant awaiting me. 
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session of Congress without committing ourselves to the heresy of 
inflation the country will be safe. 


The truth is, the business men of this country stand in fear of the 


National Legislature ; and, instead of the meeting of Congress giving 
joy and exerting a healthful influence upon trade and commerce, the 
effect is the reverse, because everybody expects that a new onslaught 
will be made upon the currency or the tariff, and they only breathe 
free and go on with their business when they know we have adjourned. 


It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that the present is an exceedingly 


grand opportunity to change this feeling and convince the people 
that we are honestly seeking their good. This I believe we can 
most effectually accomplish by frowning down repudiation and dis- 
honesty in every form, pledging ourselves that we will not utter 
another word upon the subject of the currency upon this floor during 
the remainder of this Congress, driving every measure now before 
Congress relating to the subject out of the Capitol and keeping it 
out, and allowing the Secretary of the Treasury, aided by the laws 
now upon the statute-books and the people of this country, to go 
forward and complete the great work of specie resumption. 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt] in his truly able 


speech upon this subject a few weeks ago said that three things are 
required in order that a nation may be prosperous and grow in 
wealth: natural resources, labor, and capital; and he declared, what 
we all so gratefully and proudly acknowledge, that in our case there 
is no deficiency in any of these great elements of prosperity, and yet 
that there is one thing lacking, and that is the motive power that 
sets all industry at work, all the machinery of production in motion ; 
it is confidence. 


This, sir, and not the repeal of the resumption act nor the remon- 


etization of silver, is in my opinion the panacea for all our commer- 
cial and business woes; all that is now required to establish the 
credit of the Government, revive business, breathe a spirit of life 
and activity into trade and commerce, and start our country upon a 


career of prosperity and grandeur as yet unknown in the history of 
mankind. 


FINANCE. 
Mr. BLAIR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the fol- 


lowing letter from Governor Straw, of New Hampshire, written in 


reply to inquiries addressed to him by me as to the effect of the re- 
monetization of silver upon the interests of laborers, and designed 
to have been incorporated in my speech of January 17, but which 
was not received in season for that purpose, may be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There was no objection. 

The letter is as follows: 


MANCHESTER, New Hamrsuire, January 21, 1878. 
My Dear Sir: I returned from a business trip to Boston last night and found 
1 had intended to have answered earlier 
the letter you left at my office on your last visit, but a constant press of business 
must be my excuse. 

I shall try and make this letter as brief as possible, using only such details as 
will make the statements clear to you. 

Manchester, in 1875, according to our local census, generally conceded to be cor- 
rect, contained a population of thirty thousand people, who depend very largely, 
if not entirely, for their livelihood and prosperity, upon the avails of their labor 
and for articles sold to individuals and corporations owning the factories and 
shops that use the water-power of the river improved and used at this point. The 
custom is universal here to make these payments, due for labor and supplies, at 
the close of every month. 

These monthly payments are for labor to operatives and employés in and about 
the mills and shops, $300,000; for smaller supplies required for use in manufactur- 
ing, $200,000; making a total of monthly payments of $500,000, or a total yearly 
payment of fully $6,000,000. 

These monthly payments for wages and supplies will average to the operatives 
about $30 to each person, and for supplies consumed from $20 to $60 to each person 
who is paid. The operatives regularly employed in and about the mills and shops 
will number 10,000 individuals, and those persons who furnish supplies will num- 
ber 5,000 individuals, making 15,000 persons who are the recipients of these 
monthly payments, and great pains are taken to place the amount paid as near to 
the hands of the person whose labor is utilized as is practicable. 

The raw material consumed by our manufacturersof textile fabrics here amounts 
annually, of cotton, to 56,000,000 pounds ; of wool, to 2,000,000 pounds. This raw 
material is purchased and furnished to the factories by the several treasurers of 
the corporations, who are generally resident in Boston, and it is bought and paid 
for by them near where it is grown or where the producer finds its general market. 

At the present time the monthly payments made by the Amoskeag Manufactur- 
ing Company, the largest corporation located here, are a little above $200,000. 
They are made to 5,000 different persons and paid from my oflice or in the various 
rooms about the manufactories where the employés are at their work. These pay- 
ments are made in small envelopes, containing the exact sum of money due the 
recipient, any fractional part of $1 being in silver. In making one monthly pay- 
ment we require the use of nearly $2,500 for ——s this change for fractional 
parts of the dollar. This habit of using silver for change has prevailed here for 
months since we have been able to obtain it from the mint, and now our traders 
are constantly wishing to dispose of it for paper currency, that being the more 
available for making their payments. 

In fact, silver, so far as its use as currency is concerned in this neighborhood, 
has already become a drug, and if its use for making payments continues or in- 
creases, it will very shortly be disposed of at a discount in exchange for good pa- 
per money without regard to its legal value as silver coinage. Our manufacturers 
as a whole must be considered as governed by the ordinary motives that govern 
humanity the world over; their prosperity and perhaps existence, depends upon 
the profits that will accrue to them from their business, and should silver money 
become a legal tender and be put into circulation in sufficient quantities to be se- 
cured at a discount in the market, it will be always found and used by those who 
have a large number of small debts to pay often and at regular intervals. Herein 
consists the danger to the laboring class in the passage of the i y- “silver 
bill; the money which they are to receive is to be paid often and in compara- 
tively small sums. Silver, from the nature of the coinage, is a convenient and 
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ready money in which to make the payments due to them, while to use it for the 
larger payments required in the general business of the country it is an incon- 
venient and cumbersome coinage, so that almost of necessity in that part of our 
country where labor is largely employed and paid, and where the silver coinage is 
most likely to be used, there is nothing that can maistain the silver coins ata 
hicher value, when wanted in large sums, than that of an equal weight of miver 
bullion in the market. The proposed coinage of the ‘dol of our fathers” 
would give us coins worth about 10 per cent. less than our present legal-tender 
notes, and [ see no other result likely to occur from the passage of the “silver 
oi bill” than that the working population must expect to be paid in that coinage and 
ms F thereby suffer a loas of about 10 per cent. of their regular earnings. A poor pros- 
pect, certainly, for the citizens of New Hampshire and most of the other States of 
the Union, where they desire their population to be regularly employed. 


Yours, very truly, 
BE. A. STRAW. 
P. S—I had written thus when I received yotirs of the 18th instant. I hope 
this letter will answer your purpose and aid you in opening the eyes of those of 
our p ople that seem to have been closed by placing the silver dollar over them, as 
used to be the custom in the olden time over the eyes of the dead. 


Hon, H. W. Bratr. 


taking part and the rest being invested in the school fund py th 

State, and used to pay $5 a month to the wife of every soldier oie 
enlisted, such investment being perfectly safe, the State being a 
trustee for the fund; and at the close of the war Wisconsin stood : 
tax of $600,000 in one year, the year of 1865, when a tax of 1 mn 
cent. was by Congress put on all State currency, driving every Sthte 
bank out of existence and bringing us to a condition of almost aba’, 
Jute poverty, with wheat at only sixty cents a bushel on the Ist day 
of March of that year. 7 

We say the past has shown there is no such spirit in the West, po 
such spirit in the South. We are willing to be bound by the cop. 
tract. We are willing to live up to the contract, to its stri t letter 
and we would go further if it were necessary to preserve our credit 
unimpaired. We would let our debts and the interest upon them be 
paid in gold, for we are willing to take the silver and use it for oy: 
own proper uses for circulation. There is such a thing as thrift 
growing out of this principle. When a farmer can get $1.50 a bushe| 
for his wheat and he is in debt he will sell his wheat and use rye for 
bread. He will be willing to use rye and barley instead of wheat 
until his debts are paid and employ the most valuable product he 
has to pay his debts. If necessary to save her credit let the Govern. 
ment follow this example. As the gold received for duties on im. 
_— is by law set aside to pay the interest on the public debt let jt 

»e so used and let us have silver for actual circulation. Assurei|y 
we have come upon strange times when silver is denounced as dis- 
honest money, the same silver dollar that only back in 1573 was 3 per 
cent. above gold. 

There is another point I wish to advert to here. We are told that 
under the act of 1870, which provided for issuing the 5, 44, and 4 per 
cent. bonds, many of the bonds that have since been sold are in such 
a position that under the act of 1873 demonetizing the silver it would 
be wrong and unjust to compel those who had purchased those bonds 
to take silver in payment because the difference would be from 6 to 
8 percent. Let us look at this a moment. The West incurred her 
great debt during the war and took greenbacks for it. And if there 
is to be any distinction drawn in this matter it should be remembered 
that the East sent her greenbacks to us and we took them and paid 
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FINANCE AND CURRENCY. 


Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Speaker, the present condition of the coun- 
try, which leads men to follow the two Houses of Congress in all their 
debates, in all their movements, shows to us there has not been atime 
in the history of this country when every man—and I may say every 
woman—is so anxiously looking to Congress for relief. Already we 
have before us a class of people asking for the reduction of the tax 
upon tobacco. Already we have before us another large class asking 
that spirits shall be put in bond, that payment may be deferred. 
Already we have before us a proposition looking to the general 
revision of the tariff in some of its most important points, and with 
this and the great national question before us, namely, finance, we 
are to-day involved with more important questions than have agi- 
tated this country for the last decade. 

What, I ask, is the relief that is proposed? Speeches have been 
made here in one sense tending to array one section of the country 
against another. Remarks have been made which cause friction in 
all the various departments of our governmental system and among 
all the business interests of the country. These are entirely unneces- 
sary in heated times like these, when men are troubled, when men 
who have great interests at stake are tryiyg to find a solution for the 
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10 per cent. interest; and to-day they are to get them back in gold 

; ills with which their interests are afflicted. It is not to be expected | and we took them when they were worth fifty cents on the dollar 

4 that excitement will not to some extent prevail, and men will say | compared with gold. We are willing to pay them back with silver 

‘ things they may afterward regret. In this country I hope we shall and gold, however hard it may be. We wish to stand by the maxim 

oe never be obliged to come to accept the full effect of the axiom of of oue of the kings of England, and such also was the maxim of a 
nee Lord Eldon, in which he stated concerning political freedom, that to | king of Spain, that when money became depreciated and the debt 
i be durable the system of its administration must be such that it may | came to be paid ten years afterward it should be paid in moncy of 
j ' occasionally be parted with in order that it may be enjoyed forever. | the standard and fineness in existence at the date of the making of 


But it would seem at a time like this, when all the interests which 
cluster around this great nation are being gathered up to be adjusted 
at once, so far as they relate to taxation and to the finance, that we 
should be led by that clemency in spirit, by that meditative part of 
our nature, to reflect that what we do should be done calmly and 
what we do should be done as quickly as possible. 
+ Three months have already passed, and yet nothing, compara- 
tively, has been done to allay this feeling. The people of the great 
West feel as to the resumption question that all there is in it is, that 
on the Ist day of January, 1879, if resumption then takes place, 
three hundred or more millions of greenbacks must be redeemed, 
a> * aud they ask if they are to be redeemed, what is to take their place? It 
fe is true that they are to be retired on the basis of the act of 1875. One 
hundred dollars in national currency will be issued for every $80 of 
greenbacks retired. But under that act, before it shall have been con- 
summated by retiring the greenbacks entirely, the time fixed in the 
act which provides for resumption will have arrived and then green- 
backs must be retired—that is, what there are of them—for then f : , pppoe 
they will be redeemable in gold. and nothing else but gold, Let us see. The faith of this Govern- 
And stopping right here for a moment, they say this: If we are to | ment was pledged to pay its great debt in coin. Let us see whether 
have nothing to take its place, we know as a matter of fact that | it means gold or not. I read now from the act approved March 1s, 
gold will not cireulate as a medium ae the country as green- | 1869: 


the contract. The contract under which these bonds are soli is the 
law of 1870. The substance of that law is that they shall be paid in 
coin of the standard and fineness in existence under the laws at the 
date of that act. On the back of every one of those bonds is that 
provision. 

Now, what is the law of the case2 Every man who buys a bond 
or a public security of any kind is bound to know there is a law in 
existence which authorizes the issuing of that bond. He is bourd as 
a matter of law to know that the bond itself is good and valid, and 
not void. He is bound to know so much, but he is not bound to 
know that, in the preparing of that bond and in the various provis- 
ions by which the law provides for putting it before the public, 
every act done is in exact accordance with the law ; mere irregulari- 
ties which may be committed he is not bound to know, and they will 
not affect the validity of the bond ; consequently if he buys a bond the 
notice to him is that it is payable in coin of the standard and fine- 
ness fixed by law when the act of 1870 came into existence. 

But, say some, the acts which provide payment in coin mean gold 
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cee) 3 backs have done. We know that when those greenbacks are retired | That in order to remove any doubt as to the eae the po wtp 
beni & to that amonnt there will be nothing to take their place, unless un- | charge all just eatin nd tatinake canal ae rn aoe ebtiastions have 
om) 2 der the silver bill we shall commence its coinage again. Therefore | een contracted, it is hereby provided and declared that the faith of the United 
cee) | they say, “Although we are not soft-money men, although we are | States is solemul 


y pledged to the payment in coin, or its equivalent, of all the obliza: 
not absolute-money men, yet if the country can keep $300,000,000 | tions of the United States not bearing interest, known as United States see aoa 
or $350,000,000 of greenbacks in circulation in this country, and | of ll the interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cast 


; . : 2 “4 the law authorizing the issue of any such obligation has expressly provided that 
thereby avoid the necessity of buying gold at 3, 4, or 5 per cent. pre- | the same may be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver. 
mium with which to redeem them as we need them, why not keep | But none of said interest-bearing obligations not already due sball be redveme'l or 


: . . . » convertible 
them in circulation and save interest on that amount?” They | paid before maturity unless at such time United States notes shall be convert’: 

Wi £ ond : ait ti he holder, less at such time bonds of the Unitu! 
would be willing to limit them to $300,000,000 of greenbacks. They | Sue tesitan tear Se. of intennns them the bende te be redecmed can be cold 
would be willing to resume on the Ist of June next, if it were possi- 


a sur | at par in coin. Aud the United States also solemnly pledges its faith to wake prv- 
ble. We are resumptionists. We deny any charge that may be made | vision at the earliest practicable period for the redemption of the United States 


against the West that there is one particle of the spirit of repudiation | Potes in coin. 
resting in tbe breast of a single individual in that section of our Now, let us take the act of 1869. The words gold and silver are 
national Union, . used as synonymous with coin throughout the whole act. Read the 
I could prove this if time would permit. When the great war | act carefully, and can you say that the words gold and silver he 
burst on the country, when the great State of which I am a native | fully answer the word coin used before them, and where the wor 
had only an indebtedness of $50,000, it incurred an indebtedness of | coin is used after the words gold and silver that it does not answ«t 
$2,000,000 to raise its troops, to clothe them, to provide them, and to | to the words gold and silver used before it? If you undertake to 
put them in the front. These bonds were put on the market and | say that gold was meant by the act of 1869, let me remind you os 
their sale prevented in Wall street on the ground that Wisconsin | at that period silver was of the value of 3 per cent. above gold, - 
could not issue bonds for war purposes. Her own citizens therefore | if silver were so to-day, then the argument would be reversed an 
took care of those bonds by our bankers nobly stepping forward and | they would tell us that coin meant silver. The fact is, Mr. Speaker, 
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that the act means to use the word coin in the same sense it is used 
the Constitution, and which under the Constitution is the anthor- 
teed currency of the country, namely, gold and silver; for no one 
wil] contend that under the Constitution silver is not equally a legal 
tender W ith gold. ‘nae 

Mr. Speaker, there are a few propositions that to the whole coun- 
try seem simple, and one of these few propositions is this: The peo- 
Jo dind that of the $316,000,000 of the national currency represented 
iy bonds the six New England States have $112,000.000 ; I forget how. 
much the Middle States have; but the Western States have about 
e3(),000,000. They find that these six New England States have in 
currency $56 per capita; the Middle States $17 per capita; the West 
¢7 per capita, and the South only about $4. Phis, it seems to me, 
‘could at once show why a difference of opinion exists to-day between 
the East and the West. Another thing: In many instances we forget 
that there are great interests besides those of the bondholders. The 
argument has been made time and time again that the present bond- 
holder is to be paid in silver after its remonetization and thus lose 
from 6 to& percent. As to those who purchased 5.20 bonds worth 
€110 at $125 in gold, T will say that they purchased them with green- 
hacks at the time when gold and the product they sold, so far as the 
manufacturer was concerned, brought enormous prices. In the town 
where I resided on October 1, 1863, wheat was worth sixty cents a 
bushel and cotton goods were worth seventy cents a yard; Merrimac 
prints were fifty cents a yard and Sprague = forty-seven cents 

ervard. The West at that time had these high prices to pay; even 

coffee was as high as sixty cents a pound. I know of a case in which 
a farmer said he came into town and paid a bushel of wheat in ex- 
change for coffee, and put the coffee in his vest pocket and went 
home. The West had severe trials, but stood up to them with a 
bravery unprecedented. The greenbacks were then issued, and they 
were necessary to the very existence of the Government. The West 
then accepted the situation. They took them and purchased from 
the East what the East had to furnish them. Wheat that cost prob- 
ably, including transportation, not less than $1.25 per bushel could not 
buy two yards of cotton cloth at that time; in fact, but one yard in 
the fall of 1863. To-day we can buy ten yards of cotton cloth, ay 
twelve yards and in some cases fifteen yards for a bushel of wheat. 

Now, I have no doubt that the same state of things existed in the 
Southwestern States. Ihave no doubt in all these exigencies that 
everywhere throughout the 7 there was no endeavor to repu- 
diate one centof our public debt. In calling attention to these facts, 
I desire to remind these parties who tell us that the West is the 
“brawling communist of the prairie” that we are willing to pay the 
bond and the exact amount of the bond; but let them recollect that 
if they require the exact rendering of the bond we will cheerfully 
comply. We will ive them the pound of flesh, but in the cutting it 
they must not spill one single drop of blood. I might go further and 
say, if you are not satisfied with the law and appeal to our equity we 
will give you all any man can ask, for we propose to be honest and 
equitable in this matter and pay the debt not only as we agreed to 
pay it, but we propose to be morally honest in this matter and pay 
all that may be required to leave the public faith unimpaired. It is 
true that we obtained a good deal of our money from the East; it is 
true that to-day there are eastern mortgages on our farms in the 
West; but itis also true that the debts were incurred during the 
war, when we took greenbacks from you and paid you 10 per cent., 
and now we are to pay you interest in silver or in gold. 

These are the facts of the case, and when you talk about losing 
6 per cent., as the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. BLarr] 
stated the other day, that we may save $40,000,000 by reducing the 
whole volume of greenbacks in silver instead of gold, practically 
speaking there can be no such loss, for the gentleman admits that 
these transactions so long as the interest at least is paid will be 
extended for a series of years, that all the East requires is the interest, 
and when the principal is paid silver may be worth more than gold, 
or at least be its equivalent in value. We have in the histury of 
England an instance that occurred at the close of the seventeenth 
century, John Bristow placed before Parliament his method by 
which he provided for the appraisement of every acre of real estate 
in the realm, and on that appraisment currency was to be issued on 
the full value of the appraisal, his institution to be called the 
national land bank, which was to be one of the financial institutions 
of England. He was inquired as to how, when a bill was presented 
at the counter for redemption, it was to be redeemed. “Why,” said 
he, “the brokers in Lombard street have not guineas ready to pay 
with.” The reply was the Lombard carrency was redeemable in 
gold, and if the bill went to protest the reputation of the Lombard 
bank was ruined. 

And the only reply that he had to make then was that he would 
make these bills interconvertible. That is the very scheme that the 
absolute-money man and the greenbacker are to-day advancing for 
the purpose of inflating this country and bringing prices up to where 
they were in 1863, and making dried apples worth twenty-five cents 
& pound, coffee, fifty or sixty cents, and cotton cloth in proportion. 
. The next scheme brought forward was the celebrated scheme of 
Mr. Chamberlain. His scheme was to estimate for one hundred years 
the yearly value of the real estate of Great Britain, and upon that 
estimated value issue money and bank currency; if the yearly value 
of the estate was $1,000, to issue currency to that amount. He was 
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told that the fee-simple of the real estates in England was only 
worth twenty years’ purchase. While he admitted that that was the 
case, yet he undertook to show that he conld make it the full value 
of one hundred years’ purchase ; or, in other words, that twenty was 
five times infinity. 

And then, when King William of England was engaged in a war 
with Louis XIV, he asked Parliament to pass that bill because he 
was promised £100,000 in thirty days to carry on that war. Yet, in 
the next ninety days only £2,000 was subscribed, and the scheme 
fell through. That was the end of all the greenback-currency beresy 
that has infected England from that day to this. On the contrary, 
Parliament stepped forward and tacked on to the money bill that 
famous tonnage bil), which was in fact the corporate act of the Bank 
of England, and in ninety days £300,000 were subscribed, William 
was enabled to obtain means to carry on the war with Louis XIV, 
and from that day to this England has moved forward on the high- 
way of prosperity. 

Now what the West wants is this: they desire to pay their debts, 
and pay them honestly, but if we are to resume they desire to know 
what is to take the _— of the greenback for general circulation. 

We believe that by January 1, 1879, the national-bank currency 
will not be more than $340,000,000 ; and that amount is not sufficient 
to supply the wants of the country. Therefore it is that we want 
that silver shall step in and furnish the needed supply. 

Silver is one of the great products of this country. If America 
were like Germany and had no silver, then America might stand in 
the position of Germany. If America was in the position of those 
nations which have no great amount of these precious metals, then 
it might be the policy of America to take but one of these products 
and cast aside the other as worthless for money. But to-day we have 
silver mines that yield 36 per cent. of gold. We have mines of gold 
and silver unprecedented in the history of the world. It seems to 
me that to demonetize silver, when we have it as a product so great 
in quantity, would be just the same as if Congress should provide 
that we should not use for food or for purposes of manufacture a 
bushel of any grain but wheat. 

If Congress should enact that nothing but wheat should enter in- 
to the consumption of this country, and thereby should demonetize 
barley and rye and corn, then I ask if wheat would not at once ap- 
preciats and barley and rye and corn depreciate, because there 
would be no market for them f 

We have those twogreat products ofsilver and gold ; why not utilize 
them? Why not take silver and bring it into the position where it 
ought to stand, where it has always stood foremost as the coinage of 
every nation? In the early days, when the ignorant fishermen stood 
upon the shore of the sea of Galilee-and they had not one penny with 
which to pay the tax, and all that Cesar demanded was the amount of 
the tax, the Saviour of men stepped forward and bade one of them cast 
his net into the sea. He didso, and brought forth a fish from which he 
took the coin to pay the tax. Whatwasit? It was silver, not gold. 
[ Laughter. } 

Ministers of to-day tell us in their sermons that there are apples of 
gold in pictures of silver. Now I may like their theology, but 1 must 
say I do not like their financial principles. If they will keep in their 
place I will keep in mine. They are a very good thing in their place; 
I like them; I do not see how we can get along without them. But 
we must have money even before we can have ministers. [ Laughter. ] 
These apples of gold in pictures of silver are all a fine thing as given 
to us in the Inspired Word. But the same word also tells us in an- 
other place that if we will keep our integrity then as a nation we 
will ride upon the high places of the earth and our “ defense shall be 
the munitions of rocks.” 

We cannot act contrary to our conviction of what is right and 
wrong. We cannot be tempted aside for one moment for the reason 
that we came from those hills and vales of the East about which the 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. BLAIR] told us the other day. 
We now tell him that if the West has become dishonest then we were 
dishonest when we left the East. We went from Maine and New 
Hampshire and other eastern states and the rock-bound shores of 
New England. We were schooled in their schools; we obtained 
our teachings from their teachers ; we derived our principles of right 
and wrong from them. If we are wrong to-day then we were wrong 
when we left the hills and vales of our native States. 

But there is a glad era dawning on the country. Massachusetts 
and Maine are getting nearer together. [Laughter.}] They bave 
have already closed up the bloody chasm, and to-day, Mr. Speaker, 
in the language of Milton— 


The midnight moon serenely smiles o'er nature's soft repose; 
No lowering clouds distil the skies or ruffling tempest blows. 


We ask Maine and Massachusetts to shake hands, so that with the 
next-returning dawn of our natal day we may be able as usual to 
commence our orations at the battle of Bunker Hill; otherwise we 
may have to begin at the lawns of Princeton. 

Mr. Speaker, it is well to be reminded of the fact that the bond- 
holder is not the only man in this world, not the only one upon this 
continent to be provided for, but that the great business interests of 
the country are to be adjusted in a fair and honorable way. We 

yint to the fact, sir, of the shrinkage of values in the West. In the 
fast three years in Chicago the shrinkage ef values has been 100 per 
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cent., and we are told now that Boston owns Chicago. If so, we call 
upon Boston to protect Chicago, and not let ber be confiscated entirely. 
She is a noble city and has majestically arisen from her ashes. She 
has the honesty and the pluck; give her the opportunity to obtain 
a strength that is equal to her beauty. But it is inevitable, Mr. 
Speaker, unless you provide something in the next year, in the West 
and in the South there will be a shrinkage of values such as you have 
not before witnessed, taking into account that of the last three years. 
All we ask at your hands in this case, while we are willing to abide 
by the letter of the contract and willing even to go further, is that you 
shall make it your business to see to it that we have a currency, and 
that in safficient abundance to supply the wants of the coutry; be- 
cause you know, in moving our wheat from the great grain-producing 
portions of the West, where money has to be distributed to every little 
town and village along the whole line, it has to be sent by express, 
and in that respect business is not done as it is in New England and 
the great eastern cities, by exchange, where not a single dollar is 
moved from the vaults of the banks, where not a penny of currency 
is paid, but where exchange takes its place. In the West business 
necessarily is transacted in a different way, and the money, as I have 
already stated, has to be distributed from point to point. 

I remember reading an allegory some time ago which has so much 
siguiticance that I will venture to repeat it. A thousand-dollar bill 
lay upon the counter of a bank in a western city and a dollar bill 
lay beside it. The thousand-dollar bill said to the dollar bill, “ Do 
not approach me. My master takes good care of me. I am looked 
after with such extreme caution and such ceaseless vigilance that I 
am not allowed to be subjected to any influence of outside weather 
or temperature. I have been kept so closely that I have never 
been allowed to venture out and therefore never have caught a cold. 
What care I about you, you small, insignificant piece of humanity ?” 
Said the dollar bill to the thousand-dollar bill, “ I may be able to do 
some good while I am in existence.” At that time there stepped in 
a blind man asking for alms and the banker handed out the dollar 
bill. 1t was about fifteen months after this when one day the dollar 
bill was again laid by the side of the thousand-dollar bill on the 
banker’s counter. Said the thousand-dollar bill, “So you have re- 
turned.” “ Yes,” said the dollar bill, “ 1 have returned. I have been 
from Maine to California and paid debt after debt until in the ag- 
gregate I have paid debts to the amount of $1,000,000, while you 
have lain in the vaults of the bank and upon this counter, and valu- 
able as you are yet you have not been worth one penny to the body 
politic.” 

It is in this sense, when the people have even silver to circulate 
among them there can be no good ground of objection. Even the 
subsidiary silver circulating tolay cannot go abroad because of the 
demonetization inflicted by being only 384 grains, and why should 
we not have our silver-dollar circulation and have enough of it for 
our people to use to do their marketing, to pay the wages of the 
laborer upon Saturday night, and to let our people have it in their 
pockets, for the poor man does not feel poor under such circum- 
stances? When you have the thousand and hundred dollar bills laid 
away in your bank vaults, when you have your gold certificates laid 
away in the same place, when the great mass of the people have 
nothing but poverty staring them in the face, in view of all the 
debts they have to pay, why should they be refused the remonetiza- 
tion of silver in order that they may have currency in which to carry 
on their transactions? Why should they be refused the silver cur- 
rency when silver itself stood at 3 per cent. above par when, in 1873, 
it was demonetized ? 

There are other topics I would like to give a few moments’ atten- 
tion to; but I do not know how much time I have consumed. How- 
ever, I desire to say that while the great mass of the people West are 
in favor of resumption, while they are in favor of resumption, yet, 
when I was called on to vote, when the bill was up repealing the act 
fixing the date for resumption, I voted for it. 

I voted for it because I believe my constituents, ninety out of 
every hundred of the resumptionists in my district, believed it was 
unwise to fix any date for it. They believed that, under the act 
I have just read, the provisions of the legal-tender act itself are 
suflicient; that each legal-tender on its face states it is payable in 
money; that money is not promises; that the Government can pay 
those promises in money the moment it obtains the money to pay 
them with. I therefore made that sacrifice. I cannot say I regret 
it. lama new member, and I supposed a man when he came here 
should reflect the views of those he represents, especially when he 
knows what their views are on a certain subject. They are resump- 
tionists, I repeat it, and they stand by the act of March, 1569, and 
never will be moved from performing it to the strict letter—never, 
never. 

Now, a word in regard to this absolute money business. We are 
told by those who favor the issue of absolute money that they do not 
desire any promises to pay. What they desire is that this Govern- 
ment shall issue money ; shall issue a bill and say, this is $1, and shall 
there stop, and never make any provision for the payment of that 
dollar except that it is the dollar of the Government. It is the dol- 
lar of the Government; therefore they think that it should be good 
enough for us to use. They say to us, if you please, make the green- 
back convertible; issue 3.65 bonds for the purpose of making them 
convertible. 


RECORD—HOUSE. 








JANUARY 26, 






One point here. 


One notable fact which we forget is that national-bank currency 


possesses nearly a full legal-tender quality. It isa legal tender jn pax 
ment by the Government, except th pay- 
the debt itself. It is a legal tender in payment to the Government 
all cases except for customs. It isalegal tender as between t . 
themselves. It is a legal tender in payment by the bank 
depositors. The only instances in which it is not a legal tender is ; 
between the bank and a bill-holder, and as between individnals. 
is, therefore, so far a legal tender of reality that practically jt i 
gladly taken by every one. : ’ 


e interest on the public debt and 


he banks 
8 to their 


Why, Mr. Speaker, what a scheme that would be. To issue this 


absolute money and when a man had $10,000 of this money an« could 
not use it to advantage that he should be allowed to put it into the 
Treasury of the United States and receive for it $10,000 of 3.65 bong 
on which he would receive interest ; and. then when at the en< 
of six months he found he could make better use of his mone 


8 
1, say, 


tha 
he should be allowed to withdraw the currency and replace bask the 


bonds! I would bein favor of that if you would let every manufact. 
urer and every farmer in the country when he cannot get such a price 


for his products as he desires cover into the Treasury all of his wheat 
and other products and let them there draw interest until such tie 
as he got such a i for them as suited him; for a man who has 
money in the mar 


et isin that respect in the same position as tho 
farmer who has wheat which he wishes to sell. Such a system would 
be the most disastrous that could ever be adopted in any country, 


The Lord deliver us from the time when absolute money becomes ruler 
of this country! 


It is said governments do not continue to exist—that they are not 
immortal. That is the fact; but I think the adoption of such 
measure as this would cover them with an ignominy which might 
make them immortal in the annals of history. Consequently, let it 
never be said, especially of the American Government, that they 
issue absolute money, saying this is one dollar, and without any 
promise to redeem or to pay it. It would be as fatal to the best iu- 
terests of this country as any foreign war that could ever happen to 
her, because there would be one advantage in the war at least that 
it would give an impetus to all manufactures and commerce, and 
that while the blood of the nation was flowing, at least those who 
survived would have pay of money. This would be the picture 
that would be placed before us in such a case. 

I have not had time for reflection on this subject and I have to ask 
the indulgence of the House while 1 place before it in a somewhat 
incoherevt form what I desire to say on this question. In the preseut 
conjuncture of affairs in this country the question I think is easy of 
solution by two or three simple propositions. One of them is this: 
If we desire to afford temporary relief while this silver bill is pend- 
ing, let us pass a law making the volume of greenbacks, whether 
$300,000,000 or $350,000,000, interchangable with gold, and then let 
us retire them at leisure, when we find it is for the interest of the 
Government to do so, until the silver bill is perfected; until there 
can be brought about that unanimity on the part of both Houses of 
Congress to agree upon something that shall be permanent; that 
shall be of lasting benefit to the people of this country ; and that 
shall give an earnest of speedy restoration of confidence, for to-day 
through this broad country there is nothing but darkness. There is 
not even a streak of light to show the people of the country what 
the Congress of the United States proposes to do. 

Pending that, all the great interests of the country are, as it were, 
at a standstill. Firms are going down; banks are tottering ; every- 
thing is in a state of unrest; the business interests of the country 
are suffering to an unprecedented extent; and yet amid all these 
damages that are resulting to the people we have not in these three 
long months that we have been here provided the first particle of 
relief—anything to give even temporary relief until permanent relief 
can be given of such a nature that it will be not only for the present 
generation but for generations to come. s 

Now all we ask is to let us have this silver dollar. Let us have it 
at 412} grains, because if we fix it at 420 or 430 ins how soon will 
the time be when the Latin union, whose standard is 400 grains, would 
take ours and recoin it at a small expense, say one-half percent.,aud 
our silver would all leave the country? Within two years, perhaps, 
a large portion of it would be gone, because the Latin union would 
find our silver to be much more valuable than theirs. te 

We know as a matter of fact that to-day the dollar of 420 grains 's 
exported to Japan, and to-day it is made a valuable busivess to 
transport our trade-dollars to Japan where they are recoined, and we 
know that all the Asiatic nations use silver. 

We know that the exchange on Lombard street is in trouble to- 
day, and that Wall street, souks in its wake, is also in trouble. 
To control and fix the rate of exchange between London and eastern 
nations with whom they trade free to-day in consequence of the 
exportation of the trade-dollar London is obliged to send her exchange 
to San Francisco and from there send her silver in exchange tor 
oriental products. As I have said, I will not take up more time, but 
I wish to make one more remark, and it is this: Sir, when gentlemen 
say that the West seeks to deprive the East of their 6 or 5 per cent. 
avd that the West is in this sense dishonest, we desire to remind them 
that there is nothing in our minds which would lead us to take one 
siugle farthing from the East. 
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These forebodings of the fature if silver is remonetized that gold 
will leave them, that no more their doctrine will drop like the rain 
and distill like the dew; that “hope for a season bas bid the world 
farewell,” remind us of the wailings of the Widow Bedot : 

O, for a sight of Shadrach's face, 
To shine amid the gloom, 


And mitigate this lonesome place 
And shed a sweet perfume. 


Rut we say to those who have these forebodings, if they will come 
over and help us, 


The liquid drops of tears that you have shed, 
Shail come again, transform'd to Orient pear! ; 
Advantaging their loan, with interest 

Of ten times double gain of happiness. 


Let them be calm and quiet and stand by the West, and the West 
wil] stand by the East as it has done for the last twenty years, and 
then we shall all be right; and then the nation will stand upon a firm 
basis and move on as God intended it to move, to a higher destiny 
than that of any other nation, and say as of old, “Let the North 
give not up, and the Sonth give not back.” Among the nations of 
the earth America shall arise as the brightest jewel in earth's coronet. 


REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, since the vote of the Senate on yester- 
day on the resolutions of Senator MATTHEWS, it occurs to me the 
American people are well satistied that silver will be remonetized by 
this Congress and will become again, not only one of the coins of 
the country, but shall also be a legal tender for all debts, both public 
and private. That is my judgment, and I believe it to be the judg- 
ment of the American people, and the sooner the law is passed by 
this Congress and approved by the Executive the better it will be 
for the country. Property all over the country is depreciating in 
value day by day, year by year; property which three years ago was 
ample security is but scant security now for the loans then made. 
The people demand the enactment of a law restoring silver to the 
coinage, and they demand that that law shall be enacted imme- 
diately. The people understand this great question as well as we 
do,and the sooner the Congress of the United States understands this 
matter the better. I believe it to be for the interest of this country 
that this law be passed, and passed at once. It is the agitation of 
this question that is to-day depreciating the securities of the East, 
and the sooner the men of capital and the country understand this 
question the better it will be for them. 

I believe it to bein the interest of capital that the representatives 
of capital on this floor should understand that every day this question 
is agitated their securities are depreciating. Enact this law and 
confidence will be restored in the public mind. The values of prop- 
erty in this country depend to a certain extent upon confidence. 
But, say these gentlemen, the remonetization of silver will give the 
people no relief. The people of this country, and especially the peo- 
ple of the West, have an abiding confidence that the enactment of a 
aw of this kind will give them not only immediate but permanent 
relief. They believe that since the country prospered from the adop- 
tion of the Constitution down to 1873 it will again prosper if such 
legislation is had in this capital as will restore silver to the coinage 
and make it a legal tender. Then the abiding faith in the ability of 
the country to pay will be restored. The constitutionality of the 
demonetization of silver is not now a question. The time has gone 
by when it was proper to discuss the question as to whether that act 
was in violation of the Constitution or not. The time has gone by to 
discuss the question whether or not that act was enacted through 
any misunderstanding of Congress or not. Sufticient for this Honse 
aud the people to know that silver is demonetized, and sufficient for 
them to know that it should be restored. Every man in the country 
understands this question, and in my judgment eight out of ten favor 
the double rather than the single Standard of gold. The demonetiz- 
ation of silver took from the people an ability to pay; they demand 
that they shall be restored to that ability. 

_And then they demand in addition that all the machinery of the 
Government, every mint, every power known to the law shall be 
utilized for the purpose of furnishing to the people this money as 
rapidly as possible. In other words, the peo ie domsend the unlim- 
ited coinage of silver. The people do not understand that the silver 
coin of this country is an irredeemable currency. But they under- 
stand that every dollar of silver that is coined in this land adds one 
dollar to the material wealth of the people. 

Our Western States and Territories can furnish us the bullion. Let 
the law be so amended and enacted that the bullion can be coined 
into money. Let the Government issue its certificates for the bullion 
payable in coin, and then there will be no trouble in the minds of 
the people either of the East or of the West. 

There seems to be some misunderstanding between the ple of 
the East and of the West. There is no necessity for that. The West- 
era people are honest, and so regard the people of the East. There 
- Ho necessity in this country for a war between capital and labor; 
ora war between the debtor and the creditor classes. The American 
people are honest. The people of the West and the people of the 
South mean to pay every dollar they owe. 

h ine are not willing, however, to listen to the argument which 
ols that by the coinage of the silver dollar of 412} grains there 


will be a repudiation to the extent.of eight cents on the dollar; they 
are not willing to listen to such an argument as that. They have an 
abiding faith that if the silver dollar of 412} grains is restored to 
the currency of the country then silver and gold dollars will in a very 
short time be of substantially an equal value 

The people of the West are not only in favor of a gold and silver 
standard, but they are also in favor of keeping in circulation the 
$350,000,000 of United States Treasury notes now incirculation. These 
notes are a legal tender, and I for one never will vote for any law 
that withdraws from circulation the $350,000,000 of Treasury notes 
now in circulation until the interests of the people demand that this 
circulation should be retired. 

I belive these notes can be kept in circulation and made equivalent 
to coin. Whether they are to be day by day convertible into coin is 
a question that I will not now stop to discuss, but sutiicient for me 
to know that the $350,000,000 of United States notes can be kept in 
circulation and be equivalent to coin. That will give us the gold 
and silver producing power of the country, and in addition the 
$350,000,000 of Treasury notes. 

The country is now paying no interest on the $350,000,000, and I 
can see no practical sense, unless the people demand it, in taking up 
the $350,000,000 of Treasury notes and making it an interest-bearing 
debt, while it is now a portion of the non-interest-bearing debt of the 
nation, and when the people are willing and desirous that these 
notes should be continued in circulation. 

I have listened to the arguments on both sides of this question, and 
I have yet been unable to hear an argument in favor of the single 
standard alone that will stand the test of experienee of the people of 
this country for the last four years. 

The debts of this country, public and private, amount to substan- 
tially $8,000,000,000. How isit to be paid? In coinor its equivalent. 
The people of the West are not asking that they should be allowed 
to pay their debts at any rate less than the face value of the iadebt- 
edness. Neither are they asking that they should be allowed to pay 
their debts in a money that is not of par value. But what they ob- 
ject to is this: when they become indebted, when this great indebt- 
edness that is now hanging over the country was created, gold and 
silver were equally legal tender. They cannot understand, nor will 
the people of the East ever get them to understand, the justice of 
demonetizing silver and taking the silver coin of the country from 
the debt-paying power of the people. 

lam convinced that if the question of demonetizing silver had been 
submitted to the people and had been discussed and understood by 
them then as it is now no respectable number of men could have 
been brought together in support of that measure. In other words, 
it is my judgment that it was not only wrong but bad legislation. It 
has tended to depreciate the value of the very securities in which 
these men who are represented upon this floor favoring the single 
standard have invested their money. 

I believe that legislation which destroys and depreciates the value 
of property in any portion of this country is improper. I think that 
no law should be enacted by the law-making power of this Govern- 
ment that tends to depreciate your property or mine; that tends to 
depreciate property in any portion of this country. Whatever legis- 
lation is had should not only be for the benetit of the people as to 
their persons and personal rights, but it should be for the protection 
of the property which they have accumulated. 

It is a sad fact that the market value of property has depreciated 
all over the country ; that bonds and mortgages have appreciated, but 
all other property has depreciated. Land is worth in fact just as 
much to-day in the State which I have the honor in part to represent 
on this floor as it ever was, It is in a higher state of cultivation to- 
day than it has ever before attained. We can raise more corn per 
acre to-day upon the lands of Illinois than ever was raised before. 
There is an intrinsic value in the lands in every section of the coun- 
try that is as great as it ever attained before, even during the high 
prices of 165-66. 

The value of city property in the State of Illinois is as great to- 
day as it ever has been. But there is absolutely no market for city 
property in the State of Illinois, either in the city of Chicago, the city 
of Bloomington, the city of Peoria, the city of Springfield, or in any 
other city in the State. Why is this? I maintain it is becanse the 
demonetization of silver depreciated the market price of property day 
by day and because the people Jost confidence in their ability to pay. 
Aman who wants to buy a piece of property watches the opportunity 
for some man who is compelled to sell, and it is only in such an in- 
stance you can buy property to-day for less value than in 1865 or 
1866. The people of the West have faith in the value of their prop- 


erty. 

What the people of the West, and especially of the State of Illinois, 
demand is the remonetization of silver. I havean abiding faith that 
the remonetization of silver will work out the great problem of re- 
sumption, and when that question issettled contidence will be restored, 
the price of property will again beequalized, and former pricesreadily 
realized. Men who desire will find a market for their land, and men 
who desire will find a market for their city property and be enabled 
to pay their debts, with the last cent due for interest. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a question of importance to my people. It is 
of importance to the entire people of the West, and they demand im- 
mediate action upon it. It is this delay that is breaking up men day 
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by day. They have been holding on to their rer year by year 
in the hope they would be able to hold on until times would improve 
aud they be relieved from their embarrassment. But times are not 
going to improve in the West or confidence be restored until silver 
is remonetized. 

I believe it to be in the interest of capital, I believe it to be in the 
interest of the owners of property of my State, that this law should 
be passed at once. It is immediate action that the people demand. 
The people understand the question. Why, then, this delay?’ Why 
thus continue this questionf Why thus continue this agitation day 
by day when men day by day are going into bankruptcy for the very 
reason we are delaying its settlement here in the halls of legisla- 
tion? 

Let us enact this law ; let us restore the silver dollar of the fathers ; 
let us say to the people that 412} grains of standard silver shall bea 
legal tender for one dollar in the payment of debts both public and 
private in this country. I say the enactment of this law will restore 
contidence. It will add a value, a salable and marketable value, to 
the property of the people of this country. It will build up the 
ruined fortanes of men who have been able thus long to hold on to 
their property aud pay the coupons as they become due. 

If for expressing these sentiments Iam to be called “a bawlin 
communist from the prairies,” so be it. It is not proper that I shonld 
say in reply that these coupon-clippers and dove-traders of the East 
are undertaking to break down and crash the people of the West. 

I wish to discuss this question, Mr. Speaker, in the direct interest 
of the people. The people have some rights and they are entitled to 
consideration by the Representatives of this House. The right of the 
people is to have the dollar of the fathers restored to its original 
status in the law of the land. In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, we 
have aright to bave this question of resumption in some way set- 
tled, and although the settlement and proper adjustment of these 
two questions will satisfy the people of the West, yet, if this ques- 
tion is to be continued, I say to those men who are representing cast- 
ern districts they will tind in the Forty-sixth Congress adifferent class 
of men to deal with. If these questions are not settled, and settled 
at once, or before this present Congress adjourns, I say to those gentle- 
men that from the districts of the West and South will come a class 
of men who will demand, not only that silver shall be remonetized 
and that the resamption act shall be repealed, but that the national- 
banking law shall be repealed and the Government of the United 
States shall issue all the money to be in circulation in this country. 

It seems to me it is but a fair compromise they should yield to the 
demand of the western Representatives that tke silver dollar should 
be restored and this question of resumption settled. I will not say 
particularly how this question of resumption is to be settled, but 
what I demand for the people I represent is that the question shall 
be settled. As I have said, I will never cast my vote to have the 
$350,000,000 of Treasury notes taken up as lng as the interest-bearing 
debt of the nation is as large as it is and the people are demanding 
that Treasury notes should be left in their condi forcirculation. The 
demand of my people and of the people of the West is that the Treas- 
ury notes now -in circulation shall remain, and they object to the 
reduction of that amount one dollar. 

We demand simply that the amount of Treasury notes that are 
now in circulation should remain in circulation. We demand such 
legislation as will leave them in circulation. If the silver dollar is 
restored I believe they can be made day by day convertible into coin 
or be equivalent to coin. We are not here to demand, or, at least, 
Mr. Speaker, I am not demanding any debased currency. I want 
such a currency that when a man has worked and performed a day’s 
labor, for which he has received the agreed price of one dollar he 
shall know that he has a dollar at night. 

It is the settlement of these questions that the people are now 
demanding. The people understand their rights. They understand 
their wants. Now what they want is an adjustment of these ques- 
tions in accordance with just principles and they will be content. 
They are not asking for any violent legislation. They are simply 
asking that these questions shall be adjusted and settled so that men 
will be willing to invest their capital in trade rather than in bonds 
and coupons. Labor is absolutely without ability to procare any 
remuneration whatever. Men are standing idle because they are un- 
able to find employment. Why is it? Is it because of this unsettled 
state of the finances? What I demand is that these questions of 
finance shall be settled and withdrawn from the halls of legislation. 
Let it be settled in such a manner that capitalists and business men 
will understand just whattodo. With this unsettled state of finance 
men in my State are unwilling to invest their money even in cattle for 
any considerable length of time. Why? It is because the question 
of finance is so unsettled that they are unable to determine just what 
to do. It isso in all the avenues of business. Men are afraid to 
invest their money in any kind or characterof enterprise. Why is it? 
It is because of the want of confidence. I do not know, Mr. Speaker, 
whether it is a want of confidence in the integrity of Congress or a 
want of contidence in their ability to properly adjust questions that 
are to be determined. But they do understand that these questions 
of finance are being agitated here, and they understand that these 

uestions are being agitated from day to day, and they farther un- 
decsand that this Congress has the power and ability to enact this 
law whenever it so determines. 


Now what my _— demand and what I believe the people of 
the entire country demand of every friend of these seformnte S 
measures in the Congress of the United States is that we shall un 
and act at once. —— 

Mr. Speaker, this delay from day to day and from month to mont} 
is working a hardship upon the people until they are losing em, 
dence in their ability to pay. I say immediate action now wij| ee 
not only thousands of business men but enable farmers to saye (}, ' 
farms and enable the eastern capitalists, who have money invested 
in the West, at the proper time to get not only their principal jy; 
their interest. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that no delay will be had eit\, r 
on the part of this House or on the part of the other branch of Con- 
gress upon this question, but that such acts shall be passed, an 
passed at once, as will settle these financial questions and restors 
confidence in the public mind. 

Mr. CABELL. If no other gentleman desires to speak I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And accordingly (at four o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk 
under the rule, and referred as stated : ? 


_{ By Mr. CHALMERS: Memorial of the Legislature of Mississippi, 
‘for the relief of persons in that State whose timber has been seized 


by United States officials—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petitions of J. O. Goran and 63 others, and 
of John Nicol, William Boost, Eliza Wortze, and others, engaged in 
wool-growing and manufacturing, against the revocation of the duty 
on imported wool and woolen fabrics and against the reimposition of 
the tariff on tea and sugar—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CUTLER: Remonstrance of John Ryle and 160 others, en- 
gaged in the manufacture of silk at Paterson, New Jersey, against 
a reduction of tariff duties and against the reimposition of the tax 
op tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HANNA: The petition of citizens of Indianapolis, for a 
change in the tariff duties on sugar—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of workingmen of Indianapolis, against the re- 
imposition of the war tax on tea and coffee and for the proper protec- 
tion of the interests of labor—to the same committee. 

Alsc, forty-two petitions from citizens of Goodland, Attica, Saint 
Paul, Gosport, Spencer, Goshen, Bristol, Lexington, Sullivan, Car- 
thage, Vincennes, Williamsport, Ligonier, Rockport, Salem, West 
Lebanon, Newport, Union City, Shelbyville, Fowler, Richmond, New 
Harmony, Knightstown, Petersburgh, Winchester, Lebanon, Plym- 
outh, La Porte, Marion, Iudianapolis, Kendallville, Vevay, Tell City, 
Rushville, Edinburgh, Bloomington, Greensburgh, Fort Wayne, Plane- 
field, Brownsburgh, Greentield, Alexandria, and Evansville, State of 
Indiana, for the repeal of the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of Ann Maria Biscoe, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route between Cookeville and Celina, by way of Hilham, Teunessee— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of John Tweedy, postmaster at 
Danbury, Connecticut, for relief—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of B. C. Levi and other 
citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, for the immediate construction of 
the Texas Pacific Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petitions of H. M. Cowen and 66 others; 
of G. Carleton and 63 others, citizens of Hillsdale ; and of G. A. Peters 
and 19 others, citizens ef Washtenaw County, Michigan, for the pro- 
tection of wool-growers—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


IN SENATE. 


Monpa4y, January 28, 1878. 


Prayer by Rev. James D. BuTLeR, LL. D., of Madison, Wisconsin. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Friday last was read and ap- 
roved. 

7 PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a letter from the governor of 
California, transmitting a memorial of the senate of the State of Cali- 
fornia upon the subject of the policy and means of excluding ¢ hinese 
from the United States; which was referred to the Comuittee on 
Foreign Relations. : > 

He also presented the petition of Joseph Griffith, William Marray, 
and others, citizens of Remsen, New York, praying Congress to }Te- 
vide by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a comminsion 
of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which was referret 
to the Committee on Finance. and 

Mr. KERNAN presented the memorial of George S. W. Arthur an ; 
others, workingmen of Brooklyn, New York, engaged in the manu 











facture of paper, remonstrat ing against a reduction of the duties on 
: and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

ted the memorial of the New York City Attrition 


jmports 
coffee 5 
He also presen 


Mill Company, remonstrating against the further extension of the | 


jetters-patent of Eben Norton Horsford for an acid substitute for 
cream of tartar for culinary purposes; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents. ys ; 

He also presented the petition of Abner Devoe, George Haviland, 
and others, citizens of Gansevoort, Saratoga County, New York, and 
the petition of the Washington County temperance committee, pray- 
ing Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appoint- 
went of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traffic; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present five petitions, each praying for a law 
extending the time of limitation for obtaining arrears of pensions, 
one from Willard B. Bugbee, of Forest, New York; one from Henry 
Burns, of Palatine Bridge, New York; one from Mrs. Sophia Monett, 
of New York; one from Joseph Lobbe, and one from James Rourke, 
of Sageville, New York. I move the reference of these petitions to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DENNIS. I present the petition of M. W. Galt, Brother & 
Co., George W. Cochrane & Co., and others, citizens of Washington 
City, District of Colambia, setting forth that— 

The undersigned, residents and importers in the District of Columbia, having 
for years suffered the inconvenience of waiting the appraisement of our goods at 
the ports of arrival and the loss and breakage occasioned by the unpacking and im- 
proper repacking of our goods at such ports, most respectfully bat earnestly arge 
upon your honorable bodies that we may be allowed the privileges of more favored 
sections of our country in having goods forwarded to this port under immediate 
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Tuttle and others, manufacturers of carriages, of New Haven, Con- 
necticut, and the petition of A. C. Hendrick and others, citizens of 
Connecticut, praying for the extension of the patent granted to James 
D. Sarven for an improvement in carriage-wheels, dated June 9, 1857 ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Patents. 

He also presented the petition of Sarah Ross, of Connecticut, pray- 
ing for an amendment of the pension laws; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BARNUM presented the petition of W. H. Phillips and others, 
property-owners on square $82 in the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia, praying the passage of a law authorizing the property- 
owners On square 382 making improvements on their property to con- 
form to the building line established by law for the squares immedi- 
ately east and west of that square; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present the petition of E. S. McComas and 
others, citizens of Union County, Oregon, praying that Congress pass 
a bill now pending before the Senate providing for the building of 
the Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass Railroad, and for the loca- 
tion of the Northern Pacitic Railroad on the south side of the Colum- 
bia River to Portland, and for the extension of time for the construc- 
tion of the same as provided in the bill. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a like petition from R. M. Raffety and 
over one hundred other citizens of the State of Oregon, making the 
same prayer. I move the reference of this petition to the Commit- 
tee on Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a joint memorial of the Legislative 





transportation bonds, and to that end that you will amend sections 2990 to 2997 of | Assembly of the State of Oregon, in which they respectfully repre- 
the Revised Statutes, inclusive, so as to include the port of Georgetown, in the | > 


District of Columbia. And to this end your petitioners will ever pray. 


I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DORSEY. I present the petition of the Franklin Insurance 
Company of the City of Washington. It is very brief, and I will ask 
the Clerk to read it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be read, if there be no objection. 

The petition was read, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the Franklin Insurance Company of the City of Washington 
respectfully represents that by an act of Congress approved April 9, 1818, they were 
chartered for the purpose of insuring against losses by fire for the period of twenty 
years from the time of the passage of the act of incorporation ; that by an act ap- 
proved March 5, 1838, the charter of the company was extended for a further term 
of twenty years; that by an act of Congress, approved April 21, 1865, their charter 
was again extended fora further period of twenty years, which will expire on the 
9th day of April, 1878, on which day, if not provided for by Congress, the chartered 
privileges of this time-houored corporation will cease. To provide against such an 
event your memorialists now pray your honorable bodies to pass an act extending 
their charter for a further period of twenty years. 

In making this sorneen they have it in their power to state that the affairs 


of the company are in the most presperous condition, the result of a successful 
management of nearly sixty years. 


Praying your honorable bodies to pass the act for the renewal of their charter at 
an carly day, as in duty bound they will ever pray. 
DANL. B. CLARKE, President. 
CHAS. BRADLEY Seeretary. 


Mr. DORSEY. I present the petition of Joseph Whitmore and 
Charles E. Cameron, of Washington, District of Columbia, who have 
been dismissed from the police force of this District, praying that they 
may be replaced upon the force. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

_Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of M. V. Buckey and others, 
citizens of Washington, District of Columbia, praying that certain 
charges preferred against the police commissioners be investigated ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of W.J. A. Sullivan and a 
large number of other penne, residents of Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, who work with their hands in the manufacture of books, pray- 
ing Congress not to so reduce the tariff duties as to bring them upon 


a level with workmen in foreign countries. 1 move its reference to 
the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a memorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in favor of an appropria- 
tion to complete the breakwater and the entrance to the harbor of 
refuge in St n Bay, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of L. H. Long and others, citi- 
zens of Mason County, Kentucky, praying for a reduction of the tax 
on tobacco; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of W. J. Tapp & Cv. and other 
citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, remonstrating against a reduction 
f duties on foreign bagging and the reimposition of the war tax on 
= and coffee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

ir, EATON presented the petition of the New Haven Wheel Com- 
pany, Manufacturers of carriage-wheels; the petition of Brockett 





; 


sent “that, by the several acts of Congress in aid of the construction 


| of the Northern Pacific Railway, the Oregon and California Railway, 


and the Oregon Central Railway, the minimum price of the alternate 
sections of the public lands by the General Government within the 
limits of the railroad grants has been increased from $1.25 per acre 
to $2.50 per acre, while at the same time the amount which can be 
taken by any one has been reduced from one hundred and sixty acres 
to eighty acres, and by this increase of price and reduction of quan- 
tity a great injustice is done to the citizens who desire to becoine 
pre-emptors and homestead settlers upon said public lands; that a 
large proportion of the unsettled lands within said railroad belt is 
of the character known as grazing lands, which cannot be profitably 
purchased at $2.50 per acre nor profitably occupied in quantities 
limited to eighty acres; therefore the sales of said public lands are 
retarded and the country remains unsettled, to the injury of both the 
United States and the State of Oregon.” And they further represent, 
for the reasons above stated, that the State is embarrassed in making 
selections of the public lands to which she is entitled vader the vari- 
ous acts of Congress, inasmuch as by said acts she is required to ac- 
cept one-half the quantity of lands to which she is entitled, if selected 
within said railroad belt. They therefore pray Congress to so amend 
or modify the several acts referred to above as to authorize the sale 
of said lands at the usual minimum rate and in quantities of a qnar- 
ter section to any settler, and that the State may be allowed to select 
the lands granted her by the several acts of Congress at the minimum 
price of $1.25 per acre. I move the reference of the memorial to the 
Committee on Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present, also, a joint memorial of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the State of Oregon, in which they say: 

1, That the constitution of the State of Oregon provides that the northern bound 
ary of the State shall be “from the Columbia River up the middle of the main 
chennel of Snake River to the mouth of the Owyhee River.” ; 

2. That the act of Congress approved February 14, 1°59, admitting Oregon into 
the Union changes the northern boundary to read as follows: “ From a point on 
the Columbia River near Fort Walla Walla, where the forty-sixth parallel crosses 
the Columbia River ; thence east on said parallel to the middle of the main channel 
of the Shoshone or Snake River; thence up the middle of the maiu channel of said 
river to the mouth of the Owyhee River.” ; ‘ : 

3. That the northern boundary of this State, as fixed in her constitution, is a 
natural and convenient line, while the line substitnted in lieu thereof by said act 
of Congress, namely, the forty-sixth parallel, is an artificial line, aud one inconve- 
nient to the people living along said line, who, in many instances, own farws lying 
in both Oregon and Washington Territory, thus subjecting them to two jurisdic- 
tions in the payment of taxes and for other purposes. 2 

4. That it is the earnest desire and wish of the people of this State that the 
boundary lines of Oregon, as detined in her constitution and adopted by her citi- 
zens, shall be established as hor permanent boundary lines. Therefore your me 
morialists respectfully and earnestly request that said act of Congress, approved 
February 15, 1850, be so amended as to make the boundary lines of this State con- 
form to the boundary lines set forth in her constitation. 

I move the reference of the memorial to the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 

The motion was agreed to. 4 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a joint memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of the State of Oregon, in which they represent bricily, as 
follows: 

That there is no harbor or place of refage for ocean vessels on the Oregon coast 
south of Astoria, on the Columbia River. During the winter months no part of 
the ocean is more perilous or dangerous to our commerce than this part of the Pa- 
cific coast. Vessels caught in the terrible gales and storms which prevail here 
for a portion of the year, are driven about, cast ashore, capsized, or torn to pieces, 
thereby endangering the lives of many persons, and causing great destruction to 


& | property. ‘These vessels, this propeity, and these valuable lives could have been 
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tance of one bundred and fifty miles; that the Willamette Valley 
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saved had there been a port of refuge in which the vessels could have ridden out | and twenty thousand square miles of territory; that the C 


the storm in safety. The great loss of life and property caused by the destructive | the only river in the United States admitting deep sea-g. olumbia js 
- . - pean o 


iNZ Vessels 
8 month; 


gales, for years past, tell us plainly that we should have protection for our com- i . handred miles | . : 
merece from the General Government. Our trade and commerce are greatly and | 20d ocean steamers one hun¢ miles into the interior from 
rapidly increasing, and this highway upon the ocean is now one of the great high- that the channel of this river affords first-class facilities for the navie: 
ware of tne works. i mee —— = Oregon, is : =p al ~— to | tion of river steamers of large size, and for barge transportation for the 
sulld a breakwater for © protection of ocean vessels. © tavorabie location, ; , ; . e 
having a fine, first-class light-house to the north and third-class light to the south, distance of five hundred miles or mere, obstructed only by two Prine). 
defining its position clearly in the stormiest weather, the superior natnral advan. | Pal rapids and a few reefs and rocks, removable by ordinary engineer. 
tages, the abundance of rock and all kinds of material near at band required for the | Ing. The rapids at the Cascades of the Columbia River have aire: d 
work, make Cape Foul weather one of the most economical and available points onthe | heen surveyed, favorably reported upon by the military e nd 
north Pacific coast, embraced within the latitade mentioned, for a place of refuge and an a = cer riation has been made of $90 000 f. y eng 
for shipping during the storms that prevail for so many months on this coast. pPropras ’ or beginning the 
Whereupon, your memorialists pray that such steps may be taken as may be nec- construction of canal and locks to overcome the obstructions of the 
essary to procure a survey of Cape Foulweather, with a view to make it a point | rapids at said point. And surveys of the rapids called The Dalle 
at which to construct a port of refuge, and that all the aid be given it by the Gov- | have been made and favorably reported upon as feasible for j “ 
ernment of the United States, by ng neers or otherwise, that can be by it ment for canal and locks at a ilmited e om r improve- 
bestowed on such objects ; and our Representatives and Senators in Congress be anal and a mited expense, In comparison with 
requested to use all proper efforts to obtain the appropriation of an amount of | the great commercial advantages which will result from such jy. 
money necessary to be applied in surveying and building a breakwater at Cape | provement. That the commerce already developed on said river is 
Dombnentbaen, ‘vw had, -pemeamaaaa of the lives and property of those engaged in com- quite important, and every year increasing ata rapid rate. A very 
ene en ee ee ae great extent of country bordering upon the qn Columbia River is 
adapted for the growth of the cereals in the highest perfection, and 
no undeveloped region of our country offers better advantages to 
agricultural settlers than thisregion. The great problem to be solved 
in opening this country to early settlement and great productiveness 
is cheap transportation to the sea of the great future agricultural 
exports which will follow the occupancy of this country. The (o- 
iumbia River, when cleared of obstructions and opened to free nayi- 
gation, will furnish the channel for this cheap transportation.” The 
memoralists “therefore pray, in the interest of the future develop. 
ment of this country, as well asin the interest of the general com- 
merce of the United States, that Congress grant liberal appropria- 
tions for the opening and free navigation of the great Columbia 
River.” I move the reference of the memorial to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McDONALD. I present the petition of W. T. Fawcett and 
1,800 other citizens of Indiana, praying for the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law. I ask that the petition be read as it is short. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be read, if there he no 
objection. 

The petition was read, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, as follows: 












































ineers, 


I move the reference of the memorial to the Committee on Com- 
merce, P 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I also present a joint memorial of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the State of Oregon, in which they say : 


That the Alsea River, in Benton County, Oregon, is a river of considerable size 
and volume, and empties into the Alsea Bay, in said county and State ; that along the 
margin of said river, and also on and around said bay and in all the country drained 
by said river and its tributaries, there is an abundance of cherry, fir, ash, alder, 
maple, cedar, and other timber, valuable for shipment ; that there are also mills on 
said river and bay for the manufacture of said timber into lumber ; and your memo- 
rialists further rep) esent that there is at present a large settlement in the Alsea val 
ley and along said river te its mouth, and also on the Alsea Bay, and that there is yet 
land unoccupied and fit for cultivation; that the settlers in said valley, along said 
river, and on said bay, are engaged in raising stock, flax, grain, &c. Your memo- 
rialists further represent that the natural outlet to all this country is by way of 
Alsea Bay to the ocean ; that schooners are now entering and departing from said 
bay, and the said Alsea Bay is of sufficient importance to the citizensof that locality 
and to the State at large to require aid and attention from the General Govern- 
ment. Wherefore your memorialists pray that such steps be taken as may be 
necessary to procure the survey and buoying of the said Alsea Bay and the entrance 
thereto, and our Senators and Representatives in Congress are instructed to use 
all honorable means to procure an appropriation in money sufficient to survey and 
buoy said Alsea Bay, and entrance thereto. 


I move that the memorial be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a joint memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of the State of Oregon, in which they respectfully repre- 
sent that the Willamette River is of considerable size and volume, 
the chief tributary to the Columbia, in Western Oregon ; that during 
the greater part of the year it is navigable for steamers for the dis- 


To the members of the United States Senate : 

The citizens of Indiana whose names are hereunto affixed represent to your 
honorable body that the bankrupt law bas long since performed the work for wich 
it was created ; that it encourages idleness and dishonesty by an casy relief from 
honest debts; that it creates doubt and distrust, obstructs credit and prevents the 
investment of capital ; that it protects the faithless rather than the unfortunate; 
that the forced sales of bankrupt effects injure the paying trader ; that we beg the 
repeal of said law at the earliest practicable opportunity for commercial prosperity 
and integrity. 
embraces eight thousand square miles of the best wheat-producing 
land in the world ; and praying an appropriation to render the Wil- 
lamette navigable to the extent of one hundred and fifty miles dur- 
ing all seasons of the year. I move the reference of the memorial to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I also present a joint memorial of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the State of Oregon, in which they represent that 
the Siletz Indian reservation “embraces an area of 175,000 acres of 
land, much of which is suitable for cultivation ; that in the year 1855 
there were located on said reservation twenty-eight hundred Indians, 
and they have decreased in numbers since that time to less than six 
hundred ; that only a small proportion of the six hundred Indians 
till or improve any part of said land; that recently, by order of the 
General Government, a new agency, within the boundaries of said 
Siletz reservation, and near the mouth of Salmon River, has been 
established, on which the Nestucka, Salinon River, and Alsea Indians 
are in part located.” The memorialists “ further represent that this 
new agency is amply large enough to accommodate all the Indians 
on the Siletz reservation, and is well adapted to their wants, being 
neur the coast, where an abundance of game and shell-fish supply an 
easy and certain living. In view of the fact that thousands of acres 
of good land for agricultural purposes is lying idle, while immigrants 
from the East are seeking homes in Oregon,” they “‘ respectfully and 
earnestly ask that all the land, except se much as is necessary for 
the requirements of the new Salmon River agency, and that which 
is at present occupied by Indians, who have built dwelling-houses, 
barns, and improved their lands, and who express a desire to remain 
on said farms, be thrown open to settlement.” The memorialis 
therefore, “ urge upon your honorable body that a law may be 
at an early day for the extinguishment of the Indian title to the 
Siletz reservation, and for preparing the same for settlement.” I move 
that the memorial be refe to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I also present a joint memorial of the Legislat- 
ive Assembly of the State of Ore on, in which they represent, “ that 
the Columbia River, forming the boundary in part between tlie State 
of Oregon and the Territory of Washington, and draining the ‘ferri- 
tories of Idaho, Utah, and Montana, west of the Rocky Mountains, 
ranks among the rivers of the United States next in importance to the 
Mississippi, and is the largest river flowing into the Pacific Ocean from 
the American continent, its tributaries watering about two hundred 


Mr. HOWE preserted the petition of Philip Lawrence, of Iowa, 
praying for an amendment of the pension laws ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of William C. Shimoneck, late leader 
of the band of the Third Regiment United States Infantry, praying 
for an increase of pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I present the petition of Samuel G. Rice and 
over twelve hundred othe, citizens of New York, praying for the 
remonetization of silver and the repeal of the resumption act. | 
move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of W. L, Wolfe and others, 
citizens of Brooke, Indiana, praying for the remonetization of silver 
and the repeal of the resumption act; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. , 

He also presented the petition of William McGarrahan, praying for 
the correction of an error in the record of a certain patent of land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of banks and bankers of 
Charleston, South Carolina, in favor of the resumption of specie pay- 
ments and remonstrating against the remonetization of silver ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. ‘ 

Mr. WHYTE. I present the petition of Bishop A. W. Wayman, 
John H. Campbell, and a large number of citizens of Baltimore, 
Maryland, depositors in the late Freedman’s Savings-Bank, praying 
for Government aid to enable the commissioners of that bank to pay 
in full the amount of their deposits. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHYTE ye the petition of the State Temperance 
Alliance of sor and, officially signed, praying Congress to A ge 
by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a commission . 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Catharine Middleton, of Balt- 
more, Maryland, widow of a soldier in the war of 1812, pray!ng for a 
pension ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAILEY presented the ee of H. A. Bateman and a 
citizens of Dickson County, Tennessee, praying Congress to prov t 
by appropriate legislation for the appointment of a commissiod ° 





inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. or he om 

Mr. GROVER presented two petitions of citizens of l nion County, 
Oregon, praying for the passage of the bill now pending before the 
senate for the location of the Northern Pacific Railroad and the con- 
struction of the Portland, Salt Lake and South Pass Railroad ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Railroads. , 

Mr. INGALLS presented a petition of 1,365 citizens of Sedgwick 

County, Kansas, praying for the remonetization of silver and for the 
repeal of the resumption act; which was referred to the Committee 
yn Finance, 
"He a presented the petition of Mrs. Emma Faris and others, citi- 
yeys of Farisville, Ellsworth County, Kansas, and the petition of Mrs. 
Emma Ingersoll and others, of Empire, E‘lsworth County, Kansas, 
praying Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the ap- 
pointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the aleoholic liquor 
trattic; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Kansas City, Missouri, 
praying for the passage of a bill granting pensions from the date of 
disability or discharge ; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 

ons. 

’ He also presented two petitions numerously signed by citizens of 
Neosho County, Kansas, praying Congress to give prompt recognition 
to the claims of pensioners who are sufferers by the alleged unwise 
limitations of the pension laws; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of D. H. Dillon, John Hill, and other 
citizens of Quaker Point, Kansas, praying Congress to provide by ap- 
propriate legislation for the appointment of a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present the petition of certain work- 
men of the State of Illinois engaged in the manufacture of various 
articles, praying that the tariff may be preperly adjusted so that 
their labor may be protected, and they also remonstrate against the 
reimposition of the war tax upon tea and coffee. I move the refer- 
ence of this petition to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I also present the memorial of several 
hundred depositors of the Fidelity Savings-Bank of Chicago. I ask 
the Clerk to read the memorial. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be read if there be no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


To the Congress of the United States : 


We, the undersigned, depositors in the Fidelity Savings-Bank, of Chicago, Tlli- 
nois, having been informed that a large sum of money e been demanded from 
the said bank for back taxes said to due to the United States Government, 
which taxes were not demanded from the said bank in the days of its solvency, 
but now for the first time since it has become bankrupt, do solemnly protest 
against the payment of any such claim ont of the remaining assets of the said 
bank, which assets we believe to belong of right to us, and to be far from suffi- 
cient to repay to us the fruit of our hard work and painful economy; and do hum- 


bly patie the said United States Government that such tax may be abated and 
aubulied, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. This memorial will lie upon the table, 
the bill being before the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of R. G. Cornell and others, 
workingmen residing at Woonsocket, Rhode Island, engaged in the 
manufacture of print-cloths, remonstrating against a reduction of 
the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax 
on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I also present the petition of J. Herbert Shedd, 
N. F. Potter, and Jedediah Williams, the board of harbor commis- 
sioners of Providence, Rhode Island, praying an appropriation for 
the removal of obstructions to navigation at the entrance to that har- 
bor. I beg leave to call the attention of the Committee on Commerce 
to this petition. The Narragansett Bay is the natural entrepdt of 
the commerce of New England. It is the northernmost limit of nav- 
igation south of Cape Cod, and it is connected with all New England 
and with the northern part of the country by railroad communica- 
tious. The people of Providence can claim the assistance of Congress 
on the principle of the Government helping those who first help them- 
selves, They have already appropriated $100,000 for removing ob- 
structions from their harbor; and it would require but a moderate 
«ditional appropriation from Congress to render the bay navigable 


for vessels of large draught. I move the reference of the petition to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


The motion was agreed to. 


- JONES, of Florida, presented the petition of Louisa Kearney, 
of Georgetown, District of Columbia, praying remuneration for prop- 
aw destroyed by the military forces of the United States during the 
* war; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Z 7 PALLACE presented a memorial of printers and type-found- 
: . shiladelphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a redaction 
: _ uties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax 

— and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
re e = presented a memorial of tobacco-dealers of Philadelphia, 
tobues vanla, remonstrating against any change in the tax on 
a oe it is abolished; which was referred to the Committee 


Mr. BOOTH presented a memorial of citizens of California, remon- 
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strating against any extension of time for the completion of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad; which was referred to the Committee on 
Railroads. 

Mr. EUSTIS presented a memorial of Louisiana sugar-planters, 
praying Congress to pass a “ levee bill” on the basis of a report of a 
commission of engineers appointed to investigate and report a per- 
manent plan for the reclamation of the alluvial basin of the Missis- 
sippi River; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Charles J. Brockway, of New- 
buryport, Massachusetts, executor, praying payment of French war 
claims; which wasreferred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ROLLINS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 349) to authorize the commission- 
ers of the District of Columbia to refund a certain tax erroneously 
collected, reported it, with amendments. 

Mr. DORSEY, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the petition of George W. Wells and George M. 
Dutcher, citizens of the District of Columbia, praying an investiga- 
tion into the law protecting dealers in the sale of intoxicating 
liquors, reported adversely thereon, and the committee were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 319) for the relief of the Metro- 
politan police force of the District of Columbia, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 


PROTECTION OF DISTRICT RECORDS. 


Mr. HARRIS. Iam directed by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, to whom were referred the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the bill (S. No. 412) to punish embezzlement in 
the District of Columbia and to protect the records of said District, 
and for other purposes, to report them with the recommendation that 
they be concurred in. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the bill. 

The amendments of the House of Representatives were, on page 
1, line 6, to strike out the word “ improperly ;” on page 1, line 22, to 
strike out the word “improperly;” and on page 3, line 2, after the 
word “ who” to insert the words “ knowing such to be the property 
of the District of Columbia.” 

The amendments were concurred in. 


PURCHASE OF PRINTING MATERIALS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred the amendment of the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill (S. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of ma- 
terial for the public printing and binding, to recommend the concur- 
rence of the Senate inthe amendment. I ask for its present consid- 
eration. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the bill; which was to add to it the following 
proviso: 

Provided, however, That the purchases authorized by this act shall not in any 
term of six months exceed the sum of $50 for any particular article required. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


EXTENSION OF NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 
referred a resolution to print additional copies of Senate bill No. 23s, 
reported it without amendment ; and it was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That 1,000 additional copies of Senate bill No. 238, providing for the 
extension of the Northern Pacific Railroad, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE OF A BILL. 


Mr. DAWES. A few days ago I introduced a bill (S. No. 602) for 
the relief of John R. Bond, late of the United States Navy, with 
accompanying papers ; it was by mistake referred to the Committee 
on Claims instead of the Committee on Naval Affairs. I would like 
to have the reference changed if there is no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be entered. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Senate bill No. 265, to remit taxes on in- 
solvent savings-banks, was up for consideration in the morning hour 
at the last session of the Senate. Does that bill go back to the Cal- 
endar or will it come up in the morning hour to-day as unfinished 
business ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will first complete the reg- 
ular call of morning business. The introduction of bills is now in 
order. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 609) providing for the disposition of the public 
timber and timbered lands of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 610) to amend an act making appropriations for 
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the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, and 
for other purposes, passed March 3, 1575; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous couseut obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 611) to extend the charter of the Franklin 
Insurance Company of the City of Washington ; which was read twice 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. | 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 612) for the relief of John A. Torrence ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 613) to repeal section 2 of an act entitled 
“An act for the relief of General Samuel W. Crawford, and to fix the 
rank and pay of retired officers of the Army,” approved March 3, 1875; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. HARRIS (by reqnest) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 614) for the relief of M. Janet 
Burleson; which was read twice by its title, and, together with the 
papers on the files relating to the case, referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to intro- 
dace a bill (8S. No. 615) for the relief of the estate of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Patterson ; which was read twice by its title, and, together with the 
papers on the files relating to the case, referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 616) to establish certain post-roads in the 
State of Colorado ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. EATON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 617) granting a pension to Florence V. Moore ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, (by request,) asked, and by unanimons 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 618) for the relief 
of Frank P. Haywood, sr.; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 619) for the relief of Frank P. Hay- 
wood, jr., and Minnie M. Haywood, minors, by Frank P. Haywood, 
ar., guardian; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by ananimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill -(S. No, 620) to amend section 3 of an act entitled 
“An act authorizing the construction of a bridge across the Missouri 
River upon the miliitary reservation at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
approved July 20, 1863; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8S, No. 621) granting an increase of pension to George 
Prince; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 622) to reimburse the States of Kansas, Texas, Ne- 
braska, and Colorado for expenses incurred by said States for the 
United States in repelling invasions and suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims, 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. BURNSIDE, it was 


Ordered. That the petition of Mrs. E. W. Goldsborough, widow of the late Rear. 
Admiral Goldsborough, praying for a pension, with the accompanying papers, be 


withdrawn from the tiles of the Senate and returned to said petitioner at her own 
request, 


On motion of Mr. MCCREERY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Alexander M. Mayo be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


PENOBSCOT RIVER, BANGOR. 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to communicate to the Senate 


any report and plans of Pen t River, at I . Maine, mado by the engineer 
in charge since the last annual report of the Secretary. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BECK. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. Last Monday I in- 
troduced a resolution relative to the sinking fund, which was laid 
over one day under the rule. I gave notice that I would call it up at 
an early day, and I wish to do so this morning if Ican. I do not 
know whether I shall succeed, however. 

Mr. SPENCER. I hope that the Senator from Kentucky will yield 
to me this morning. There are only ten minutes left of the mornin 
hour in which his resolution could be considered ; and J presume it will 
lead to some debate, I desire to call up for dis’ 1 House bill No. 2479, 
for the removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Ar- 
kansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the public Trop- 
erty. There is immediate and great necessity for the passage of this 
bill. The Senators from Missouri will corroborate me in all that I 


say. The appropriation for removing obstructions from the Miss 
sippi River near Saint Louis has expired. There are five gna = ne 
which if the bill is not passed to-day or to-morrow will be wine” 
guard and liable to be destroyed. I do not think it will take _ 
minutes to pass the bill after it is read. I hope the Senate wil) ~ 
| ceed to the consideration of it. I move—— ya 
Mr. BECK. The Senator will allow me to say that as the Senate 
from Vermont (Mr. MoRRILL) desires to take the floor as soon as the 
| morning hour expires I shali not call up my resolution unti! to-n oi 
row morning. I will therefore wait; and I give notice that | shail 
call it up to-morrow. P 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI AND OTHER RIVERS, 


Mr. SPENCER. I now move that the Senate proceed to the cop. 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No, 2479) for the removal of obstructions 
from the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for thy 
preservation of the public property. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. _It appropriates $40,000, ty be 
expended, under the direction of the War Department, for the yo. 
moval of snags and other obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri 
and Arkansas Rivers, and for the preservation of the Government 
vessels in that service. 

Section 2 appropriates $6,000 for the purpose of opening the navi- 
ration of Red River above Shreveport, in the State of Louisiana, and 

eeping the navigation cpen and free from rafts, and for the purpose 
of preserving the vessels and boats of the United States employed in 
that work. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to inquire why a bill of this kind, 
an exceptional bill, should be brought forward now. Why does not 
this bill stand upon the same footing as all appropriations for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors ? i should like to have some ex- 
planation of it. I have no doubt nearly every Senator knows of 
improvements going on within the waters of his own State wher 
the people of the United States would be very much benetited by a 
limited expenditure. There ought to be some especial reason given 
for the passage of this particular bill at this time, and I should like 
to hear the reason. 

Mr. SPENCER. If the Senator from California had paid attention 
to what I said when I first asked the Senate to take up the Dill he 
would have understood the reason. This bill has beeu reported 
unanimously from the Committee on Commerce, The necessity for 
it is that the appropriations have expired, and it is necessary that 
this appropriation be made at this time in order to protect the Goy- 
ernment boats from being destroyed and to furnish watchmen for 
them. There is a letter from the Secretary of War, which the Sena- 
tor from Missouri [Mr. ARMSTRONG] will send to the desk to be read, 
and that will explain the immediate necessity of the bill. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I can inform the Senator from California that 
there are five snag-boats on those waters. The appropriation termi- 
nated and was expended last Friday, and there is no one now to take 
care of those boats excepting the officers, and each boat requires a 
crew. Now is the season of the year when most can be done in mak- 
ing the improvements there. At all events the property of the Gov- 
ernment must be protected. Those five boats have cost the Govern- 
ment over half a million dollars. The loss of one of them by fire or 
otherwise would incur a loss over twice as large as the whole appro- 
priation asked for. The letters of the Secretary of War and the Chief 
of Engineers present plainly to the Senate what is wanted, and it is 
wanted now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The letter called for will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

. War Derartmest, 


Washington City, December \\, 187. 
The Secretary of War has the honor to transmit to the House of Representatives, 
for the information of the Committee on Commerce, a communication from the 
Chief of Engineers, dated the 8th instant, calling attention to the necessity for 
a further appropriation for the improvement of the Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Arkansas Rivers for the current fiscal year. 4 
It will be seen from the report of the Chief of Engineers that after the 25th of 
January next there will be no funds left for the protection and care of the property 
belonging to the United States, valued at half a million of dollars ; the necessi(y 
for early patie esses fopeeee. 
it . 
nee — GEO. W. McCRARY, 
Seerctary of War. 
The SreaKER of the House of Representatives. 





OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, 
Washington, D. ©., December 8, 1877. 


Sm : I beg leave to invite attention to the existing condition of the work for the 
improvement of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas Rivers, for which an ap- 
priation of $100,000 was made by the river aud harbor act of August 14, lo. 
Br this sum $10,000 were required by the act to be expended for removing tLe - 
at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and $40,000 on the Missonri River, including a 
ments opposite Saint Joseph, Missouri, and at Nebraska City, leaving 60,00) \) 
— to removing snags from the Mississippi River, which has been expen | 
“he $40,000 required by 


the act to be ex on the Missouri River were allot 

To improvement at Nebraske Cit $15, 00 
‘o im e CE nee eee ee ancassccccecsese 

To improvement of the river ™ e Saint Joseph ......-------- or 10, 000 

For surveys at Omaha, Cou Bluffs, Plattsmouth, Brownsville, a0 5,000 

DEED, -oiite cau dimipanentr tipeneiadedr: epemminshenbe perce +*t*** <¥ 

and the remainder to working one snag-boat for one month and care of ee) 7 

uable y notin use. The whole amount app will be ee Ad 
the S02 ef dauary pext, and from that date there li be no funds left 
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protection and care of the property belonging to the United States, valued at half | been coined and the first effervescence has passed away, the emission 
en of dollars. 


: of silver far below the standard of gold; and when the people be- 
a milion ¢ ieee it to be my duty to submit the matter for con- | : : . > al as : te. 

Under these ciroumetanoes T fect that it be presented to Congress for the in. | Come tired of it, disgusted or ruined by its instability, as they soon 
nice —— * the Committee on Commerce, in tho ae that means may be provided | Would be, a fresh clamor may be expected for the remonetization of 
formation © 


fer carrying on the important work of removing obstructions from the rivers | gold, and another clipping or debasing of gold coins may follow to 


fe ; t . bring them again into circulation on the basis of silver equivalency. 
an ~ . 
7 The suin - omp.nte oO be somes Fon. qesmnptien ane pocssontion of the | In this slippery descent there can be no stopping place. The consol- 
wae se ‘reapectfally, your obedient servant, : ing philosophy of the silver commission may then be repeated, that 
_ 39 a2 A. A. HUMPHREYS, a fall in the value of either or both of the metals is a “ benefaction 
4 Brigadier-General and Chief of Engineers. | tq mankind.” If that were true, then copper, being more afyandant 
Hon. GEO. ¥. ie of War. and of lower value, should be used in preference to either gold or 


silver. The gravity of these questions will not be disputed. 
I could wish that some Senator, with more ability than belongs to 
me, was about to present the argument which duty compels me to 


Mr. SARGENT. I have no farther objection to the bill. 
; The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered | 





to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. undertake to-day ; and yet, truth must stand, in spite of the short- 
‘ CHARLES L. SCOTT. comings of avy of its supporters. It would be still more discourag- 


, : : ing to me, in viéw of the protracted discussion with which the coun- 
McDONALD. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- ae ae <a al ee ee 
B.. 2 i the bill (H.R. No. 2013) to remove the political disabilities try has been wearied upon tue silver question—no reference being 








: . : _ hi made to what occurred on the swift passage of the bill through the 
; of Charles L. Scots, of b frapy dd een Teenage Committee of the | Howse—if it were not true, as it has aun slalened, that, “ on all great 
, 1 be motion Ted es eider the bill : ' | subjects, much remains to be said.” Much has been said, of more or 
: Veer oa resected the Senate without amendment, ordered | !¢s8 moment, which may require some notice, or otherwise it might 
third reading, read the third time, and passed, two thirds of the | P¢ beld to be unanswerable. 
: to a third ee oes thereof. ’ Pp ’ If, as it seems, the highest support of the silver bill requires the 
l Senate voting in favor thereo denunciation and abrogation of all the financial measures of the Gov- 
. ORDER OF BUSINESS. ernment for the past fifteen years, lam utterly oblivious to its mer- 
i Mr. PLUMB. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of | its. If its support isto include organized hatred against any section 
the bill (S. No. 196) to further detine the rights of persons with | of our country, let it be forever a stranger and an alien from my 
, respect to homestead entries on the public domain. heart. If it is to be carried by the honest but fatal mistake that it 
t The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state to the Senator from | is to elevate the interests of labor, I shall contribute nothing to so 
: Kansas that there is but one minute left of the morning hour. terrible a delusion. Having little of that eloquence with which 
Mr. PLUMB. I will withhold the request to proceed to the con- | Pericles addressed an Athenian mob, I shall only speak to the sober 
f sideration of the bill at this time. sense of the American Senate. My views, most sincerely entertained, 
5 Mr. WITHERS. Is the bill reported from the committee ? will be given in a blunt way, I fear; but certainly not without some 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is reported. charity for “erring brethren,” equally sincere, who hold different 
a Mr. SARGENT. What committee reported it? | Opinions. Let us all remember— 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is reported from the Committee on 'T is with our judgments as our watches; none 
Public Lands, but the morning hour has expired. Go just alike; yet each believes bis own. 
a REMOVAL OF KICKAPOOS. If a change of any votes here is always hopeless and a change of 
i Mr. ALLISON presented a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, ee mr ne Ss too — _ = pe ae to ad » 
: addressed to him as chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, | P&Ue?t, ogy —- . ae — aoe, Sle ooh ene ball _ om the 
: recommending the appropriation of a certain unexpended balance Sens ' Gensted thronga or zs fallibility * aicsausnienteden 
: covered into the Treasury for the removal of certain Kickapoo Indians | '"*° sbild tik a a Els Ad? ra ” aa “es ne o; ib ied o 
a from Mexico to the United States who have hitherto refased to be | | ali aie ners —_ on ’ flew iia co oe a Ph ay ee 
removed ; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, | D®¢! that the co-operation of leading nations 1s absolutely necessary 
- ad ordered to be printed. to maintain silver, even at its present reduced valuation, or to give 
, * i | it any tolerable stability. As previous to 1569 only 4,477,130 of United 
COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. States silver dollars were ever coined in all our history and few or 
t The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- | none have been in circulation except as curiosities for nearly fifty 
I- tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the | years, to provide now for the emission of an unlimited amount as 
8 standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character. ublimited legal tender, in the face of the large depreciation of value 
a Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, the bill now before the Senate pro- | and in the face of large Treasury contracts under existing statutes, 
- vides for the resuscitation of the obsolete dollar of 4124 grains of silver, | would be an act of folly, and separated from fraud, as it seems to 
je which Congress entombed in 1834 by an act which diminished the | me, by a partition so thin as not to be readily distinguishable. Any 
I- weight of gold coins to the extent of 6.6 per cent., and thus bade a | meutal arithmetic will show that we may barter our good name with- 
ir long farewell to silver. It is to be a dollar made of metal worth | out even a fractional return of profit, by a little conscienceless smart- 
- now fifty-three and five-eighths pence per ounce, or ten cents less in | ness in the measure for paying debts that will never cease to plague 
f value than a gold dollar, and on January 23, awkwardly enough, | our country, if not to plague the inventors. To make large protits 
Ss worth eight and three-fourths cents less than a dollar in greenbacks, | by coining or by paying out money above its value would be going 
gold being only 1} per cent. premium, but, nevertheless, to be a legal | back to the dark ages, and to give that protit to individuals would 
tender for all debts, public and private, except where otherwise pro- | be favoritism as inexcusably gross as was ever practiced by the most 
vided by contract. The words seem to be aptly chosen to override | absolute monarchs. 
and annul whatever now may be otherwise provided by law. Be- Beyond supplying subsidiary coinage to a limited amount, until 
| yond this, as the bill came from the House, the holders of silver | the co-operation of other nations can be secured, it would appear to 
> bullion—not the Government or the whole people—were to have all | be a desperate hazard to do more than to issne silver dollars, worth 
a the profits of coinage and the Government all of the expense. ‘This, | in gold all they purport to be, or, if worth less, as a legal tender only in 
id but for the amendment proposed by the Committee on Finance,would | sums of a limited amount. This would not put the future under 
it have furnished the power to the enterprising operators in silver, | bonds to maintain forever an incalculable evil, if the silver standard 
7 either at home or abroad, to inflate the currency without limit; and, | should turn out to be an evil, and hereafter we could go further, 
'y even as amended, inflation will be secured to the full extent of allthe | should that be desirable. This would give to the country the ntmost 
silver which may be issued, for there is no provision for redeeming | amount of silver which meantime the mints could possibly coin. 
or retiring a single dollar of paper currency. Labor is threatened The leading position of the United States in the western hemi- 
with a continuation of the unequal struggle against a depreciated | sphere and the important share of the world’s business done by our 
and fluctuating standard of money. people subject the action of Congress to the review of our own peo- 
The bill, if it becomes a law, must at the very threshold arrest the | ple as well as to that of intelligent observers abroad. Politically, 
Tesumption of specie payments, for, were the holders of United States | commercially, and morally, American influence, active or passive, is 
notes suddenly willing to exchanze them for mnch less than their | recognized in nearly every quarter of the globe. The form of the 
he — value, payment even in silver is to be postponed indefinitely. | government, the economical policies pursued, the political doctrines 
or years United States notes have been slowly climbing upward, but | enunciated, are all destined to teach or warn, attract or repel, as 
= how they are to have a sudden plunge downward, ont in every in- | American examples. Broad as are our boundaries they do not limit 
= completed contract, great and small, the robbery of Peter to pay | the extent of our directing power; nor are we so far away and so in- 
be Paul is to be foreordained. The whole measure looks to me like a significant as never to feel the tread and the invisible sway of foreign 
4. fearful assault upon the public credit. The losses it will inflic: upon | nationalities. If they are on the march, we are bound to see whither 
the holders of paper money and many others will be large, and if | they are going, and our own movements, we may be sure, are not less 
- the bill, without further radical amendments, obtains the approval | observed. When, therefore, a measure is before us that may change 
00 of the Senate, it will give the death-blow to the cardinal policy of | our habits or that may involve the daily dealings and in some de- 
* tLe country, which now seeks a large reduction of the rate of inter- | gree the prosperity not only of forty-five millions of our own people 
= est Upon our national debt. Even portion now held abroad will | but which may touch the interests and provoke the action or counter- 
by Than in @ stampede to be exchanged for gold at any sacrifice. | action of a considerable portion of the civilized world, it becomes 
be 1 





mate result would be, when the supply for customs shall have | our duty to give the measure thorough investigation and to reject or 
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accept it only after deliberate scrutiny and ampleinformation. What 
we cannot mend we should not botch. Our example should not go 
down as foolishness among the nations, hereafter to be a reproach 
adhering forever to our own people. Our good name must be pre- 
served. 

The silver question in its various aspects, as involved in the bill 


before us, is one of admitted importance, possibly of difficult solution ; | 


and it is further embarrassed by not only the conflicting views of 
those entitled to some respect, but by the multifarious prescriptions 
intruded by a host of self-constituted experts and by all of the quack 
financiers of the land. Every crotcheteer and pamphleteer, cocksure 
“ there’s no two ways about it,” generously contributes his advice free 
of charge; but sound, trustworthy advice does not roam like tramps 
and oahiean comes uninvited. Many of the facts which surround the 
subject are perhaps of too recent occurrence to justify hasty and ir- 
revocable conclusions. The service of our own people, however, must 
be our paramount concern. Their intercourse with themselves and 
with the world should be placed upon the most solid foundation. If 
any have silver to sell it is comparatively a small matter, and yet we 
earnestly desire that they may obtain for it the highest as well as the 
most stable price; but not at the expense of corn, cotton, and wheat; 
and it is to be hoped, if any have debts to meet now or hereafter, 
that they may meet them with the least inconvenience consistent with 
plain, downright, integrity; but, from being led astray by the loud 
declamations of those who earn nothing themselves and know no 
trade but spoliation of the earnings of others, let them heartily say 
“Good Lord, deliver us!” 

We are the largest producers of silver, as well as of gold, and seek 
for both a permanent market, not an ephemeral nor a fickle one. 
Can this be realized by our separate, headlong adoption of a low- 
built silver standard; or will it not be more Tikely to be realized 
through the concurrent and possibly more scientific action of leading 
nations? The idea that by promptly coining silver dollars we can 
drive Europe to follow our example will work like driving an Irish 
pig, by contraries, and Europe will be sure to go off in the opposite 
direction. I am persuaded that an increased, fixed, and stable value 
to silver cannot be secured by our action alone, except for the moment 
or while we may be reckoned among its temporary purchasers; but 
if secured at all, which I am inclined to doubt, it must be secured by 
the combined action of Europe and America. Even this mode of 
advancing or maintaining the price of silver may have insuperable 
difficulties. If attempted by us alone it must surely turn out a 
stupendous failure, accelerating its ultimate declension in value in- 
stead of raising it, and the United States would swiftly become the 
common dumping-place where other nations, to free themselves from 
depreciated silver, would ship and unload their troublesome surplus. 
After that, with all room for it here exhausted, its further slide down- 
ward would proceed without let or hinderance, and without hope of 
future recovery. 

Unquestionably some part of the value of gold or silver accrues 
from the more or less universal use and acceptance of each as money. 
There is a large and steady demand thus created for the metals, 
their weight and fineness are fixed, and that isall the “ divinity that 
doth hedge” a legal-tender law. The omnipotence sometimes fanat- 
ically ascribed to such a law has no better foundation than the leg- 
endary virtues of the philosopher’s stone and cannot change the 
swarthy Ethiop’s skin nor the leopard’s spots. Only among savages 
can glass beaks be preposterously and successfully anything more 
than glass beads. Even the ancient Czar of Russia could not, when 
he tried it, make copper pass for the equal value of silver. 

Let me quote from a speech made here April 1, 1874: 

The value of gold is not affected by the stamp of Government. That is merely 
tho final and reliable evidence of its weight and fineness. 

These words came forth clothed with the high authority of the 
Senator from Nevada, [Mr. JoNEs,] and yet we have it now sug- 
— in some quarters and asserted in others that there is power in 
egal-tender laws to give to silver many times its present value or 
to sink gold even to the level of silver. We are expected to believe 
this, an also that neither the future product nor the value of the 
one could then be increased nor of the other diminished. But a holy 
alliance of all the governments of the universe to make the ratio 
of silver 1 for Lof gold, exchangeable pound for pound, would be 
as ineffectual as any decree ever issued by Sancho Panza while gov- 
ernor of the island of Barataria. Legal-tender of the present day 
must be in harmony with commerce, with seience, and with the 
overwhelming jadgment of mankind, or it will be ranked as a lame 
and limping subordinate, and made to stand aside for something more 
—= of an enlightened age in the chief transactions of the 
world. 

It may be asked, what then supports our legal-tender paper? Noth- 
ing but a reliance upon the public faith that it is a debt due, receiv- 
able for Government taxes, and soon to be redeemed or to be ex- 
changed for coins of intrinsic value. A debt may have value but it 
is not money. Should ee or brass, of which there is no suppos- 
able lack in any quarter, made universally a legal tender, there 
would nosuch value accrue to either as in the days of the early Greeks 
and Romans, when the base metals were less abundant, or as bas ac- 
cerned to gold and silver; and it admits of some doubt whether sta- 
bility and uniformity in the valuation of gold and silver, according 
to any recent ratio of a bimetallic standard, can be maintained, even 


by the co-operation of all the leading nations, when either 
overleaps the other in the quantity produced or in the quantity re 

quired for coinage. Wholly demonetize either metal, thereby regu. 
ing its consumption, and the arts, encouraged by genius, skilled a aad 
and wealth, though they be, would fail to employ it except at ; 
correspondingly reduced valuation. The overmastering condition - 
an approximation toward the restoration of silver to its former nob|s 
position, as the copartner of gold, everywhere dominant in the shape 
of money, is a concurrence of the major part of the enlightened ations 
in its more extensive use as a standard measure of value, upon a fixed 
ratio with gold, wisely adjusted and internationally and unaltera)|y 
accepted. but this concurrence of nations, however exalted in theory 

it is to be feared will be found in practice a long-postponed financial 
millennium. Asa last resort it may yet be well to try some energetic 
diplomatic expedients, in order, if possible, to effect this concurrence 
and avert the dethronement of silver from the remnant of sovereignty 
it now enjoys. : 

From whatever cause it comes, depreciation and instability in the 
value of silver are inexorable facts, and facts no more to be denied 
than a visible eclipse of the sun. It may be stoutly asserted that 
silver is stable and cannot be moved; meantime it has moved and 
perversely keeps moving, not only here and in London, but in Mexico 
and India. The mercantile world and the investors of capital, far 
from ignoring the facts, are, so to speak, scudding under bare poles 
sailing near the shore to avoid disaster; and statesmen in every 
quarter of the globe take note of the ominous aspects of the silver 
problem and would gladly find a remedy or an outlet for the appar. 
ent excess in the supply of what was once esteemed as one—but 
not the chiefest—of the precious metals. The knotty problem js 
vast and complicated, and though presented suddenly should not 
be suddenly decided. The fall in the price of silver, it is true, 
shrinks the inventory or the estimate of the world’s wealth, but not 

of the world’s actual property nor of its exchangeable value; and 

| those having no silver to sell are not even exposed to nominal! shrink- 

| age, unless they consent to buy it at too deara price or to have their 

| property measured by a false and flexible standard. The questions 
involved affect more or less all commercial nations, and all are study- 
ing how best to guard and promote their own interests. The British 
Parliament have had their report on the depreciation of silver; and 
Congress, as long ago as August, 1576, appointed a commission to in- 
vestigate and report upon this subject—though its members were 
charged, it is to be regretted, with miscellaneous duties of a compli- 
cated nature and of an almost impossible extent. It is, perhaps, to 
be lamented that the American habit of asking for special commit- 
tees or commissions has been, like that of too many who search the 
Scriptures, for the purpose of fortifying foregone conclusions rather 
than of ascertaining absolute truth. Evidence which supports agree- 
able doctrine, or doctrine already er})oused, is always welcome, while 
that which subverts or combats suca doctrine is regarded with sus- 
picion and dismissed as heretical, and when property J terests io- 
trude—which in this case, as we are the great silver-pro@tcing coun- 
try, they must intrude—it requires extraordinary self-denial and im- 
partiality to arrive at just and unbiased conclusions. Instead of 
acquiring more and more facts upon which to base new ideas, most 
men like to bring out and revamp their old ones. 

If this applies to committees or commissions and their secretaries, 
it also applies to individuals; and I shall not claim, in the examina- 
tion of this subject, to be wholly emancipated from previously ex- 
pressed opinions; but I feel sure that I am not fettered by any opin- 
ion, nor by any policy, that will not be honestly renounced the first 
moment when either shall be shown to be not in harmony with the 
future prosperity and honor of our whole country. The report of the 
commission, 80 recently laid upon our desks, was not presented iu 
season to be of practical service at the last session of Congress; and 
its conclusions, after a long incubation, are found at length to be in 
favor of nearly such a bill as that which suddenly burst forth and 
has come to us from the House, or of an unbounded issue of silver, 
and of making it an unbounded legal tender, though upon a new 
ratio, according to the views of some of the members of the commuis- 
sion, of 15} to 1 of gold, or of 16 to 1, according to the views of others. 
In fact the ratio seems to have been an impassable bridge to the com- 
mission. They agreed not to agree, four to three. Pap 

While I have respect for the ability of the commission and 
for their very able and elaborate presentation of the subject, includ- 
ing the essays of their clerks, they have yet failed to induce me to 
renounce my own opinions, only because I cannot disregard my 
higher obligations to what I conceive to be truth and to the welfare 
of the country. It will not be uncomplimentary to the majority of 
the commission to say that the main features of their report have 
astonished no one, because they have been in the main anticipated 
from the time when the commission was created. Their leauings 
were known ; for the most they were supposed to favor a dollar 
that should for more than its worth; and they found no occa 
sion to medily or surrender cherished opinions, but present agent 
and minority reports, conflicting, if not partisan, in their nature, a0 
therefore not carrying the prestige of united and undisputed au- 
thority. The majority seem to have determined to wholly onpplans 
our gold standard, which has had practically an uninterrupted and 
prosperous existence, excepting during the present paper |uterr: e 
num, for more than forty years, in r to make more roon for sil- 
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ver. To them the recent lower valuation of silver by the Old World 

» grievous wrong, Which all the silver-shielded knights of America 
oe called upon at once to redress. They will pardon me, I hope, if 
] suggest that in pushing the fortunes of silver, of which the world 
at present appears to have a surfeit, they seem to have adopted the 
main idea of the boarding-house keeper, who frankly avowed that 
her system vy “to find out what her boarders didn’t like and give 

» outy of it. 
‘ee of the report is pretty severely tested by what seems to 
be an exelusion of much testimony taken, which possibly would not 
wholly sustain the theory sought to be established by the majority; 
and especially by the omission of the testimony of the distinguished 
french economist, Henri Cernuschi, and of other eminent American 
experts, merchants, and bankers. We also miss the testimony of 
Mr. E. B. Elliott, which it may be presumed, like his paper presented 
to the Philosophical Society, went to show very conclusively that 
gold in recent years had largely diminished in its purchasing power. 
We do not miss, however, nearly one hundred pages of untranslated 
documents in the Spanish and other foreign languages; but these 
foreign viands, like the dinner spread by the stork for the fox, are 
in too long-necked bottles to satisfy the hunger of any save the 
“learned Thebans.” 

At the same time it will be seen that the testimony, taken by “Hon. 
Alexander Del Mar,” the deputy commissioner, of Mr. Robertson, who 
savs he has lived in San Francisco three years, and whose oceupa- 
tion, as he describes it, is “real estate,” is printed at full length. 
The leading questions propounded to this witness, as well as to 
others, seem to have been quite as heavily freighted with informa- 
tion to the witness as were the answers to the commissioner; and 
there arises some doubt whether the honorable commissioner and the 
witness were not by some sleight of hand at times dexterously trans- 
sed. The witnesses will feel the force of the handsome acknowl- 
edgment that they “evinced a love for truth in preference to mere 
pride of opinion.” Evidently something was too much for their pride 
of opinion. 

1 [ majority of the commission labor to show, among other things, 
that the “demonetization” of silver and the “decrease of the me- 
tallic supplies from the mines” have been the sole causes of the de- 
pressed condition of business and trade throughout the world; and 
they seriously maintain that “this distress dates with the law of the 
United States of February 12, 1873, and the law of Germany of July, 
1*73, giving practical effect to a previous decree of that empire of 
December 4, 1871, for the establishment of a single gold standard.” 

To most people it will be news that there has been a “decrease of 
the metallic supplies from the mines.” On the contrary, in no age 
have they been more prolific, and their exuberance was the eflicient 
cause for the appointment of the commission. 

It was bad enough, also, to be forgetful of recent wars, and the 
consequent lessened means of consumers, of overtrading, of rampant 
railroad building, and above all of inflated paper-money demoraliza- 
tion, the fruitful mother of gigantic as well as absurd and fraudu- 
lent speculations, ending always in utter collapse, to which the most 
of mankind are disposed to ascribe the financial distress through 
which we and many others have been passing. But the majority 
appear also to have been willing to make conspicuous their forget- 
fulness of the fact that in the United States there has been no with- 
drawal of silver from the money in circulation, as we have more in 
hand than in 1873, as well as the full enjoyment of that paper money 
which banished, not only gold, but even our silver change, more than 
ten years prior to the act of 1873. 

But admitting, what is not exactly true, that the distress bears the 
date of the law of February 12, 1873, yet the law had no more to do 
with the distress than with any snow-storm of that date. We had as 
much silver after as before that law, and merely abandoned theoret- 
ically what had been long before abandoned practically. Those who 
may have been inclined to aceept of the commission’s silver standard, 
will searcely accept as legal tender this standard of logic. Here, at 
least, where paper is and has been the sole current legal tender, there 
Was LO occasion to weep about any contraction in the supply of silver 
while its volume stood at zero and could not go lower. With the re- 
cent wrecks of paper inflation and instability afloat all about us, but 
at the moment when we had almost reached safe anchorage, where con- 
fidence was mustering the industrial forces of the country upon a 
solid basis, we are asked to embark upon another tempestuous voyage 
of combined paper and silver inflation and instability. Our pilots, 
before we bave recovered from recent sea-sickness and nausea, pro- 
pose, While all the storm-signals are in view, to hoist every sail and 
push out where old sailors dare not venture. 

The commission favor the remonetization of the silver dollar, but 
ofa dollar containing so little of present value that it would at once 
demonetize gold, and send more of that out of the country than can 
possibly be coined of silver in four years. They assume, indeed, that 
4 law of the United States will “establish exactly and permanently 
an equivaleney between them;” but they so significantly and with 
= unction proclaim that, “a fall in the value of either or of both 
‘ — inetals” has always “ proved a benefaction to mankind,” that 
cae not to perceive that their highest purpose will not be 
ona — without such a “ benefaction.” Surely they do not in- 
an ring about a rise in the value of silver, as that, in their esti- 

“tion, would be one of the greatest of disasters; and, let me add, 
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might deprive them of the support of all those who are enraptured 
with the idea of sponging or scaling debts. 

But whatever merits belong to the report, and I would not under- 
rate its bold, argumentative ability, equally belong to the bill before 
us, Which, if not the legitimate, is the adopted offspring of its au- 
thors. I must ask the indulgence of the Senate while I present some 
further reasons why, as I conceive, the bill unamended will not pro- 
mote the welfare of our people, and why it will not be creditable to 
American statesmanship. 

A stupid charge, heretofore, in the front of debate, has been made, 
and wickedly repeated in many places, that the coinage act of 1373 
was secretly and clandestinely engineered through Congress without 
proper consideration or knowledge of its contents; but it is to be 
noted that this charge had its birth and growth years after the pas- 
sage of the act, and not until after the fall of silver. Long ago it 
was declared by one of the old Greek dramatists that, “No lie ever 
grows old.” This one is as fresh and boneless now as at its birth, 
and is therefore swallowed with avidity by those to whom such food 
is nutritious or by those who have no appetite for searching the doc- 
uments and records for facts. Whether the act itself was right or 
wrong does not depend upon the degradation of Congress implied in 
the original charge. Interested outsiders may glory in libeling Con- 
gress, but why should its own members? The act may be good and 
Congress bad, and yet it is to be hoped that the latter has not fallen 
to the level of its traducers. But there has been no fall of Congress ; 
only a fall of silver. To present the abundant evidence showing 
that few laws were ever more openly proposed, year after year, 
and squarely understood, than the coinage act of 1873, will require 
but a moment. It had been for years elaborately considered and re- 
ported upon by the Deputy Comptroller of the Currency. The spe- 
cial attention of Congress was called to the bill and the report by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in bis annual reports for 1870, 1871, and 1872, 
where the “new features” of the bill, “discontinuing the coinageof the 
silver dollar,” were fully set forth. The extensive correspondence of 
the Department had been printed in relation to the proposed bill, and 
widely circulated. The bill was separately printed eleven times, and 
twice in reports of the Deputy Comptroller of the Currency, thirteen 
times in all, and so printed by order of Congress. A copy of the printed 
bill was many times on the table of every Senator, and I now have 
all of them here before me in large type. It was considered at much 
length by the appropriate committees of both Houses of Congress; 
and the debates at different times upon the bill in the Seuate filled 
sixty-six columns of the Globe, and in the House seventy-eight col- 
umns of the Globe. No argus-eyed debater objected by any amend- 
ment to the discontinuance of the silver dollar. In substance the 
bill twice passed each House, and was finally agreed upon and re- 
ported by a very able and trustworthy committee of conference, 
where Mr. Sherman, Mr. Scott, and Mr. BAYARD appeared on the 
part of the Senate. No one who knows anything of those eminent 
Senators will charge them with doing anything secretly or clan- 
destinely. And yet more capital has been made by the silver propa- 
gandists out of this groundles charge than by all of their legitimate 
arguments, 

I leave that act, so creditable to American statesmanship, though 
at the time urged by some of the very chieftains now clamoring for 
its repeal, “‘ who builded better than they knew,” to the silent vindi- 
‘ation of the consciences of all those who were then present, doin 
their full duty in the House or the Senate, and whose theories anc 
after-thoughts do not tempt them into a scuffle with truth. As a 
further matter of history it may be observed, however, that the silver 
dollar was dropped by Jefferson, who stopped its coinage in 1804, 
and it was most effectually demonetized by the act of 1834, under 
the lead of Old Hickory and Old Bullion—nicknames that have be- 
come historical and imperishable—just as gold is now to be demone- 
tized, namely, by a wrong adjustment of the ratio between the two 
metals or by a relative overvaluation of silver. 

It may be weil, first, to consider the probable cause of the recent 
depreciation in the value of silver; and especially whether or not 
that cause is likely to be permanent. The world’s entire stock of 
the precious metals received an increase from 1252 to 1875, inclusive, 
of $4,100,500,000 being now more than 60 per cent. greater than it was 
twenty-five years ago; and the present annual additions promise an 
enlargement of the present stock for the next twenty-five years by 
even a larger percentage. A fall in the price of any staple product 
often precedes an abundant harvest. It is the shadow of a coming 
event. An unusually large hay crop always diminishes its price. A 
large cotton crop has frequently been sold in the aggregate for less 
than a mach smaller crop of a previous or subsequent year. Quick- 
silver largely obtained in California and indispensable to the cheap 
production of silver, fell in price in 1575 from $1.55 per pound to 
sixty cents per pound; and this solely in consequence of an increase 
of thirty thousand tlasks over the production of 1874. This effect of 
production upon prices is the universallaw. It logically follows that 
silver, especially while widely divorced in Europe from its most 
potential legal-tender attribute, must be snbject to the same inflexi- 
ble law; aud when it is shown that the world’s stoek of silver with- 
in a brief time has largely increased, and that its annual production 
has been more than doubled since 1360, or has risen from $40,000,000 
to over $80,000,000, with some telling evidence that indicates a fur- 
ther increase in both North and South America, we know at least one 
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of the elements which must have largely contributed to its rapid 
depreciation. The volume annually required having been doubled, 
a sinking in value became inevitable. Years ago Humboldt declared 
that the mines of New Spain (Mexico) contained silver enough to 
deluge the world; and the world has been deluged, but the tlood 
seems augmented from unexpected sources. Silver once derived 
great value from its scarcity and cannot escape some degradation 
from its abundance. 

It is true that this might have been averted if new markets could 
have been found at once to absorb the range penn supply ; but, in- 
stead of that, many of the most important old markets have been 
abruptly closed, with no new outlet opening in any quarter and with 
Germany, not as formerly a considerable buyer of silver, but a very 
large, inconvenient, and obtrusive seller. Plenty of sellers makes 
silver cheap—will make anything cheap. Whether all markets have 
been glutted or not, the fact is obvious that, excepting the United 
States, there are now few heavy purchasers of silver, and even light 
purchasers have grown cautious and shy. Russia, Austria, and Italy 
cannot use much of either silver or gold, as they are unable at pres- 
ent to redeem their depreciated paper money ; and whenever they be- 
come able, they will be almost certain to make gold their standard. 
Their close commercial and political relations with the gold-standard 
nations of Europe hardly leave them any option but to follow their 
example ; and their present apparent preparation and their accumu- 
lation of a larger stock of gold, however moderate in amount, unmis- 
takably shows the point toward which they gravitate. The Bank 
of Russia recently held, or held prior to the war with Turkey, 
$150,000,000 in na and the Russian government now requires all 
duties on imports to be paid in gold. The most recent obligations of 
Austria have been made payable in gold. Holland, having lost her 
commercial glory and maritime prestige while adbering to silver, is 
now returning to the gold standard which has long given such luster 
to the commercial career of Great Britain. Denmark, Norway, and 
Sweden have done the same thing, and all of these nations have been 
steadily increasing their stock of gold. Our minister at Stockholm 
says: * The change of the monetary standard from silver to gold is 
considered as a great benefit for the country.” France has gold in 
great abundance and a limited stock of silver, which will remain 
limited,as the free use of silver in the ratio of 154 to 1 of gold 
would cause all her gold to be exported. That ratio, confronting the 
dead weight of silver, has become irksome and it is “let alone se- 
verely.” Unless silver rises or gold falls in value, the ratio of silver 
must be increased or it will remain only a token coinage. Large as 
the issue of paper money by the Bank of France may be, it holds 
nearly an equal amount of coin, or over $400,000,000, three-fourths 
of which is in gold; and it is to be noted that when resumption of 
specie payments took place on the Ist of January, 1878, less than 
$7,000,000 were withdrawn. Nobody frightened and nobody hurt. 
‘The transition here would be equally without a strain, but for the 
silver agitation, The silver-franc coinage, having been stopped, was 
no longer an embarrassment, and France may soon range herself 
theoretically, where she has practically, among the gold-standard 
nations, 

Other nations have also been re-enforcing their stocks of gold. 
Denmark has not only been exporting silver, but importing four 
times as much gold as she has sold of silver. In Germany $350,000,000 
aud over of new gold coins have already been struck, and very little 
more, it is supposed, will be required. Some gold has been and will 
be temporarily carried to the East by the present war—more than 
King Midas left there, according to the fable, by washing in the 
River Pactolus—bat it will not stay, for the reason that both the 
‘Turk and the Mascovite sorely need everything else more. They 
have parted with gold for powder; they must part with it for bread 
and blankets. 

From this outlook it would seem that Europe has almost deter- 
mined to cut loose from silver, with the exception of so much as may 
be required for subsidiary coinage, everywhere now largely adulter- 
ated or light in weight, and only kept in circulation at par by arigid 
limitation of the amount issued and of the amount allowed as tender 
on debts. Certainly any large market for silver in Europe for years 
to come must be hopeless, unless a fundamental change of policy 
shall soon oceur. Whether they need it or not they apparently do 
not intend to have it. This attitude of so many nations, which have 
heretofore given much of the value to silver by circulating it freely 
as money, it is to be greatly apprehended may tend to its ultimate 
permanent depreciation and instability, unless the wide-spreading 
abandonment of silver can be arrested by a convention of all the 
nations most deeply interested. The ponderous volume afloat is 
altogether too great to be immediately absorbed by one nation or 
perhaps by half a dozen nations. In the United States lightning 
was once drawn down from the skies with a kite; but single-handed 
iy most assuredly there is no “kiting” experiment by which the stable 
; value of silver can now be uplifted and maintained. 

Little aid can be expected from those nations which adhere to and 
practically use the silver standard, Their commerce is insignificant, 
and hardly amounts to a tithe of that of England alone. Compared 
with our own, their commerce is a bagatelle and their credit a satire 
and a snare. 

The ultimate diminution or stoppage of the great stream of silver 
flowing to India, and there for generations so mysteriously absorbed, 
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being conceded by some of the best English authorities 
successfully disputed by any other, and may be reckoned’ 
tional factor tending to aggravate the recent and presen 
tion. 

The recent demand for silver may in part be accounted for by t} 
loans which were secured, $17,000,000, in England, and S124 
more in India, in addition to large donations to furnish relief toth ¥ 
who were dying there of starvation; and the famine in Ma, ao 
Bombay it is estimated will require an outlay of more than $55,009 »), 
This, largely in borrowed silver, cannot remain in India, but has} , 
and must be swiftly exchanged for food; and the government of 
India are reproached for making such expenditures an addition ‘ 
their permanent debt, as they are doing, instead of including « famine” 
as a regular charge to be annually provided for. Ordinarily ti, 
annual imports of silver into India oe been $30,000,000, rl 
often more, or a large share of the former product of the whole wor,) 
This ravenous market, not yet cut off nor wholly cloyed, certainly 
shows that the “ hungry edge of appetite” is likely to be soon dulled: 
and that it will be permanently gone when no longer supported be 
the sharp demands of famine. The country is poor in everythin» 
but cheap labor. Even the nabobs are no longer “ incrusted wit) 
gold and diamonds,” and only the ancient splendor of the lion and 
the tiger remains to their principalities. 

Among the native population, softened by tropical heat and gy). 
jugated by unscrupulous power, there is little or no realized weal;}: 
they do not own the land they till, have no arts and few manufact. 
ures, and their trade mainly depends upon their yearly crops, and 
these depend upon a treacherous climate. Famiues there have jp. 
come both acute and chronic; and a famine leaves them without pe. 
sources, to perish by millions unless rescued by external help. Clive 
Hastings, and even Macaulay, going there unladen with riches, =. 
turn in affluence, as otber official oriental fortune-hunters of far less 
renown have done; but the unbreeched natives, two hundred and 
forty millions of them, are left naked and hungry. During our great 
rebellion, when cotton culture was almost suspended in the United 
States, even India cotton brought fabulous prices and was exchanged 
for millions of silver; but their cotton crop no longer figures as of 
unusual prominence. When great prices subsided their great crops 
also subsided. 

The new tribute falling due to Great Britain on account of interest 
upon the capital advanced for internal improvements, more or less 
non-productive, is a serious addition to previous burdens. This 
amounts to over £15,000,000, or to $75,000,000—almost as much as 
the interest on our national debt—which is to be annually drawn, 
without much hope of diminution, from the ill-paid toil of the Indian 
population, now restrained from Sepoy mutinies by a small but well- 
paid British army. After deducting the usual cost of their expensive 
government, with the addition of even their lean subsistence, if the 
natives of India have resources equal to this new demand it will be 
difficult to find any large remainder of trade left or of any surplus 
productions to exchange exclusively for silver. This tribute is now 
received by Great Britain through government bills drawn upon 
India, and supersedes pro tanto the shipment of silver. Until prices 
of Indian products rise, however, or while any cotton, hemp, linseed, 
opium, or indigo remains to be bought for rupees at something like 
the old rates, there is and will be a large speculative demand for sil- 
ver, especially if oriental simplicity fails to discover the revolution 
which has elsewhere occurred in the value of the idolized rupee of the 
fathers. So long as the premium on gold is treated as a sign that 
gold has risen in value and not that silver has fallen, India will be 
duped “in the cotton line and silver trade.” The margin of profit to 
be found in buying silver rnpees in England at one shilling and six- 
pence and of then passing them in India at two shillings sterling will 
soon disappear, however, and is altogether too great to last. The 
famine in food will create a famine in silver, and whatever is now 
going to India, and for which the natives part with even the thatch 
on the roofs of their miserable huts, must forthwith be sent away ou 
a mission for food. No healthy trade can rest on a basis like this, 
and it is already proving disastrous. Its sources will soon be ex- 
hausted. But as excessive as the speculative demand for silver has 
been recently in the East, its value has been all the time steadily 
sinking in the West. It must also be observed that Great Britain's 
average annual expenditure for foreign wheat is $250,000,000; an‘ 
for the coming year it will be, on account of the rise in cost, more 
than $350,000,000. Evidently the colonies of India are not coveted 
as a market for wheat or silver, but solely as a future market tor 
British manofacturers. 

For many years to come it is therefore more than probable that 
Great Britain must largely intercept the flow of silver to India by 
sending instead her manufactures or remittances of government 
bills. Indeed, it would be strange if the tide should not soon turn 
and flow outward. x 

I have dwelt upon the prospects of a fature market for silver in 
India because it has long been of such extravagant dimensions; but 
if hope is vanishing here it must grow more dim elsewhere. W ith no 
disposition to exaggerate the changed financial condition of India, it 
would yet be extremely unwise to expect the former regular and mar 
velous consumption of silver there so long as the annual seventy-five 
millions of tribute remain a foremost Indian obligation. Next to 
that appears the absolute necessity of the mother country—with de- 
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wing exports everywhere else—to monopolize colonial trade, and 
creas . ¢ 


¢ by internal improvements, extensive irrigation, roads instead of | 


sare tracks, With other appliances, civilization shall be disseminated, 
om atives are expected to appreciate other commodities much more 
: v aibest which will lead them to surrender some share of their 
—- hoarded accumulations of this metal. The colonies were con- 


‘oered and are retained for this and for no other purpose. It is the | 


fifteen millions 0 working bees in the English hive at home that 
anst be protected by the markets of India. F 

» coing farther east, it will be found that Japan has established a 
old currency and requires little silver. Turning to China, where the 
sroduct of silver is an unknown quantity, it appears that = silver is im 
ele help just now,” and according to our official information the 
West cannot look for aid in this quarter in redressing its deprecia- 
tion. Beyond this the diplomacy of Great Britain, France, and the 
United States has been directed, through rather formidable negotia- 
tions, toward finding a market there for other merchandise than 
either gold or silver, and with a success that promises a liberal en- 
largement of the China trade. Certainly silver has often been out- 
ward bound from China for years. While a moderate shipment of 
silver from San Francisco to the East may continue, a large diminu- 
tion from other ports is certainly as confidently to be expected. At 


the same time Australia, New Zealand, the Dominion of Canada, | 
and other British colonies, in South Africa, will inflexibly follow the | 


Jden standard of the mother country. 

If we look to the trade of Mexico or of South America we shall find 
these countries, “wherever a mule can go with quicksilver,” still en- 
vaged, as of old, in the production of silver; and their mines have 
nether diminished in number nor in yield. The labor of centuries 
has no more exhausted their mines than it has those of Spain and 
Hungary, or of Norway and Sweden. They still bring forth an an- 


yc 
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nual surplus to sell, with well-founded expectations of increasing the | 


same, and of course need not buy. 

On the whole, then, while the annual production of silver exceeds 
all former limits by more than 100 per cent. it is manifest that the 
usual markets have been overloaded or sadly curtailed. Under these 
cireumstances nothing less could be reasonably anticipated than asharp 


and remediless depression in the price and value of silver. This has | 


| 





already occurred; and though it may vacillate and even for the mo- | 


ment halt, the ancient level cannot be regained. From being itself 
once a standard measure of values, utilized, and holding at least a 
divided empire in the coinage of a large portion of the world, it has 
come to be a commodity as variable as to market price as tin or cop- 
per. It appears to be no longer clinging to gold, sharing equal for- 
tunes in the magical patronage of all commercial nations, but takes 


the subordinate position of replacing the wear and tear of token coin- | 
age for minor transactions and of cheaply and not less usefully sup- | 


plying the ordinary wants of the arts and manufactures. As coin— 
without a radical change in the policy of Great Britain, of Germany, 
and of the Latin nations—it is to be feared that it cannot be made to 
much exceed its value as bullion, except where the amount of coin 
issued is very narrowly restricted. Whether resulting from natural 
causes or by accident, a lower general valuation of silver, as a raw 
material or in any other form, is a fact accomplished, and its daily 
fluctuations are henceforth likely to be as coolly chronicled as the rise 
and fall of pig-lead or pig-iron. 

Beyond all dispute, the large increase in the production of silver 
and the change of the silver standard to that of gold: in Germany, 
with the threatened failure of the Indian market, have had a prepon- 
derant influence in the depreciation of its current value; but the 
depreciation and fluctuations now chronic need not be wholly ascribed 
to these facts, important as they may be. The amount of silver ex- 
ported in 1875 from the United States to England was less than for 
avy year since 1569; and Germany, up to April, 1876, had sold no more 
than $30,000,000 of silver—at a reported heavy loss—although from 
one hundred to one hundred and fifty millions more were then sup- 
posed to be waiting for a market. They have withdrawn over $230,- 
(0,000 of silver, a large part of which is yet unsold, and have issued 
much less than half as much of their new subsidiary coinage, and the 
remainder of their silver thalers will be rapidly withdrawn from cir- 
culation, if the most inflexible court in Europe does not reverse its 
poliey before it has been tried and overrule the “man of blood and 
iron,” the master mind if not of the age at least of Germany. 

The swift depreciation in the value of silver was no doubt aggra- 
vated by the nearly universal apprehension that its use as money 
Was to be hereafter largely circumscribed, and especially among 
European nations. France, when using gold freely, also furnished a 
large market for silver; and recently in four years absorbetl nearly 
one-half of the yearly product of the world, or about $167,500,000. 
sut France, to protect herself from a disastrous flood of silver, 
promptly ceased to coin her five-franc pieces, placing herself wisely 
in a“ waiting attitude,” and is no longer a buyer of silver to be paid 


for in gold at the rate of 1 to 15}, or any other price. She does not | 


a ou any terms to buy silver of her old enemy—the memory of 
Sedan is still too fresh; but single-handed she might not find it 
= to refuse the German monetary standard than it would be to 
re use German military tactics. True she paid the war fine to Ger- 
wany partly in silver, but that was prior to its great depreciation. 


silver coinage is entirely subsidiary and limited in amount. Ger- 
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many threatens the market with the remainder of an ancient stock, 
no longer required, whenever the gateways to the United States or 
any other shall be unbarred. The Latin states first limited and 
have now wholly stopped the coinage of silver. They are said to 
hold $600,000,000 in avn which may or may not be thrown upon 
the market. Switzerland, that Alpine republic, no less thrifty than 
hardy, has wholly abandoned silver coinage, believing it to be dis- 
honest to put in circulation a depreciated currency. They did not 
understand that this was merely a “sentimental emotion,” as the 


| report of our commission conveyed that information at a later 
| date. Holland, heretofore an exclusively silver-standard country, 


has passed laws which indicate the purpose of changing to that of 
gold, and is already a seller of silver. The gold product of Russia 
is large, and prior to its discovery in California amounted to more 
than one-half that of the whole world. Her exports of the precious 


| metals are large and constant. Russia, Austria, Spain, and Itaiy, 


will use for a long time to come little of either gold or silver except 
for the exigencies of war; and no nation can now wage a foreign 
war without an ample outfit of gold. 

The conviction therefore arising from the action of European com- 
mercial nations, that a great and permanent revolution in the old 
standard value of silver was progressing, if it had not already trans- 
pired, was justified and irresistible. Allegiance to its reign could no 
longer be maintained. At the very time when silver has been com- 
ing forth more abundantly than in all the ages past it has been prac- 
tically demonetized and tabooed in the places where it once enjoyed 
unstinted favor. The future price may waver one way or the other, 
but that it must finally settle at a much lower point no calm looker- 
on can doubt. Nothing less than international will and power can 
mitigate its fall. A single oar will not arrest the boat in the rapids 
of Niagara. 

Any attempt upon the part of the United States alone to stop this 
revolution by a taurine demonstration in the market, or by becom- 
ing the boldest and almost the only large purchaser of silver, would 
be as futile as Mrs. Partington’s attempt to mop up the Atlantic and 
as unprofitable as would be an attempt by a single soldier to surround 
the nomadic warriors of Sitting Bull. Large purchases or large with- 
drawals of silver bullion from market may no doabt temporarily or 
locally somewhat advance the price of silver, but not to stay ad- 
vanced; and if the United States shall inflate the pockets of the 
people with silver money far above its value, until they have neither 
inclination nor capacity for more, the price will then go down to its 


| predestinated level. The conclusion cannot be avoided that the 


present large annual supplies of silver will not, in any mode or man- 
ner now known, continue to be consumed at the old valuation; and 
the price of the entire stock, old and new, must stand,so long as 
Europe abandons its unlimited use as coin, where the world can still 
atford to use the whole of it. It will not lie idle nor be buried in 
napkins, but will be sold for the most it will fetch. 

By the table in the report of the British commission, the world’s 
production of silver from 1852 to 1875, inclusive, is set down at 
£241,490,000, and the shipments of silver to India and China for the 
same time at £199,450,000. Counting $5 to the pound, this would 
leave $211,700,000 for the entire consumption of Europe and America 
during the twenty-four years, or less than $9,000,000 annually. Is it 
possible, when the world is suddenly deluged with silver, for states- 
men to so overestimate our capacity as to soberly assume that the 
United States, without the aid of Europe, and with the uncertainty 
and confusion in the Asiatic markets, can absorb it all, or that it 


| can annually absorb $30,000,000 ? 


The United States cannot, any more than Mexico or South America, 
for any protracted period be expected even to furnish a market for 
its own vast domestic supply. A large share of it must find a vent 


| elsewhere and abroad. Even with our mints in full operation we 


could not annually coin the silver bullion from our own mines; bat 
were they all in operation, what would prevent the foreign stock of 
silver, now eagerly seeking a market, from competing with the Ameri- 
can production? Already it has been persistently knocking at the 
doors of the United States Mint and knocking down the price. The 
American mines are in their infancy and promise extensive future 
development. They are wondrously fertile and no doubt will be 
prosperous in their aggregate results; but no legislation,even by ex- 
cluding foreign silver, can give them protection against their own 
home rivalry so long as production largely outrnns consumption. 
Adequate protection unaided by any foreign demand or co-operation 
is impossible. 

The Consolidated Virginia mine in 1875, is reported to have pro- 
duced $16,916,006, and $16,646,177 in 1576, and to have paid in divi- 


| dends $1,080,000 per month, besides a large dividend of stock in the 


California mine. Various other mines appear to have been nearly as 
good. The California mine promises to be almost as good, and has 
also paid in dividends $1,050,000 per month for some time. The 
agents look to the coming year for “ great prosperity ” and “ unpar- 
alleled success.” The protits of some of these leading mines—pro- 
ducing silver at a cost of 1s. 6d. sterling per ounce—have been so enor- 


| mous that no doubt many bold operators are tempted to ventures 


which must be measured by losses rather than protits. Where there 


| are great prizes there will be many blanks; yet the number ot young 
Now she owes a debt at home but nothing abroad. In Great Britain | 


millionaires cropping out among the owners of silver miues is rather 
stunning to those who follow the slow processes of ordinary industrv. 
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It may be interesting to look at the facts detailed in regard to a few 
of these mines where the ore may be said to be fat, or exceptionally 
rich and large in extent, and which seem to justify the visions of 
mine explorers and to have made them more sanguine than even 


— 
Assessments | Dividends to 








. | 

Mine. | toend of 1875. | end of 1575. 
Consolidated Virginia #411, 209 | $14, 040, 000 
SON cea cautiRe,daceiddebbacdiinteset 1, 022, 000 | %, 030, 000 
Crown Point... --| 773, 270 | 11, Sex, 000 
Belcher .......+- 660, 400 | 14, 91, 200 


-_ —— a 4 


The capital upon which these dividends are based appears in each 
case comparatively like a huge pyramid inverted. The first cost of 
silver no longer bears any relation to its past nominal value. The 
whole value of the Crown Point and the Belcher mines is stated to be 
$50,000,000; and that of the Chollar Potosi $24,000,000, The Consol- 
idated Virginia at present reduces high grade ores only, and the agent 
claims they are of “ boundless extent.” 

According to the report of the State mineralogist of Nevada, if the 
rich bonanzas are no longer fonnd near the surface of the Comstock 
lode, new bodies of ore far wider in extent are obtained, and though 
inferior in richness will afford a much larger daily amount of silver. 
The product of the mines may therefore be even greater than in the 
early days of bonanzas, while the profits of working may gradually 
and sensibly diminish. 

Twelve millions in dividends, however, in one year, on alittle more 
than $400,000 of paid-up capital, shows at least one mine not likely to 
be abandoned for lack of reasonable profits ; and were the rich mines 
only to be worked, reinforced, day by day, as they are in Colorado, 
New Mexico, Arkansas, and elsewhere, by other mines almost equally 
rich, the prodnetion mast still be of surpassing magnitude. Cer- 
tainly the yield of silver in Nevada the present year will be a plump 
$26,000,000; and that of the United States not less than $39,000,000. 
There will be no diminution. 

It may be true that the valne of silver will stand at not less than 
the cost of production from the least fertile mine that continues to 
be permanently worked, But silver will not rise in value so long as 
the world’s stock largely exceeds the demand, for its price will then 
pay no heed to original cost nor to legislative enactments. Thus far 
there does not appear to be any diminution of foreign supplies in 
consequence of the extraordinary production of the Comstock lode. 
The cost of mining silver in the United States has been largely re- 
duced by the new and, for the purpose, admirable steam-crushing 
machinery, an improvement nearly as important in cheapening the 
production of silver as was the cut-nail machine in making nails or 
as the cotton-gin incleaning cotton. As much silver mining can now be 
done in one year as could have been done in twenty, ten years ago. 
‘There is also the further material advantage obtained in the process 
of reducing silver ore, through the comparatively low cost of Cali- 
fornia quicksilver, indispensable to the miners, which few other sil- 
ver-producing countries find se near at hand. 

These advantages are to some extent offset by ths cheaper labor 
employed in other countries; and the general yield of silver is likely 
to be larger rather than smaller for many yearsto come. The mines 
worked prior to the Christian era or the days of Cesar are still held 
to be inexhaustible; as are those which fired the zeal of the conquerors 
of Mexico and Peru, and nearly all the silver mines of the world 
appear about as productive to-day as when first opened, though 
newly discovered mines more fertile may affect their profits. Cer- 
tainly the millions of silver steadily flowing from Nevada, garnished 
with other and only less millions of gold, will not long wait for a 
better market or a more appreciative age. The miners are after it, 
splitting mountains in twain and probing earth’s innermost recesses, 
and mean to have it. If it were the treasure of Captain Kidd it 
could not escape their ardent pursuit, What has been produced, it 
is claimed, is as nothing compared with what will be. 

In all ages the value of the precious metals has been little above 
the average cost of production, until the opening of the mines in 
Nevada, supplemented by those of other surrounding localities ; and 
the profits of the mines, even in Mexico and South America, may ere 
long be angmented by American energy and American machinery, 
and certainly will sink below a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work 
before they will be abandoned to future enterprise. Already the 
Sutro tunnel is being reproduced in Peru, and Americans have greatly 
coveted the slumbering silver in the rocky Cordilletas of Northern 
Mexico which so long seems to have awaited their coming. The 
railroad in Peru approaches completion, tunneling the Andes fifteen 
thousand five hundred feet above the level of the sea to the silver 
beds of Cerro de Pasco, claimed to be able to produce more silver 
than all the mines in the world. The mountainous backbone of 
North and South America would seem to be stiffened with silver ores. 

The policy of making silver an unlimited legal tender, at anything 
above its real value, with the idea of elevating it to the par of gold, 
would result in national disaster, would flout the registered experi- 
ence of mankind, and is little less preposterous than it would be 
to attempt by legislative witchcraft to make the baser metals circu- 
late as money, high above their market value, by a mere legal-tender 


| tempted the result has been, the issue not only of a curren 
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declaration. The intense brilliancy of pure silver is undoubted ; } 

the policy of gathering up the world’s cast-off silver, assum), a aan 
its impending hazards at the present duil time, and of stam, : 
each of several hundred million pieces, “This is a do}lar.” a ae, 

toriously worth less, and when a heavy loss to somebody must f Dew 
their fabrication, would only be brilliant as a shining exagyora:, 
wholly unworthy of credit; and the device, “In God we trast pr 
to be stamped upon each coin, unless it has been tunningly eyes: 
by the present bill, suggests that such silver, after all, wills: ite 
special need of supernatural aid, and, of itself, is no more to } 

trusted than the “ heathen Chinee” whose sign reads, “ no chey:\,,. 
here.” Any metallic legal tender must be kept at or near the cost .; 
which it can be produced. If above this rate, then illicit or co, 
band coin is sure to be introduced, as the imitative art of coins. 
ing is not difficult, and cunning workmen, at home and abroad a 
not deficient in numbers or audacity. Any jury would be seluctent 
to hang the skillful and generous rascal who should make and vend 
just as good money a: the Government itself. The protits upon gyc} 
counterfeiting would be tempting and detection impossible. No sac 
ernment ever succeeded with an unlimited metallic legal-tender; ar. 
rency mnch above its intrinsic value; and whenever it lias heey os 
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ciated, not only a eurrency to be refused by all those havin ie 


power of refusal, but of a currency which creates adverse exe)ay 
with all the rest of the world. Where one poand of gold wil] byy iy 
the open market seventeen and a half pounds of silver, there js yo 
legislative alchemy in the conversion of silver into coin by which 
either fifteen and a half or sixteen pounds of silver can be exchanged 
for a pound of gold. ™ 

It is sometimes urged that Great Britain, to some extent perhaps 
our creditor—having trusted our merchants, States, cities, aud raj). 
roads—has a selfish interest which favors the maintenance of a gold 
currency at home and its retention in the United States; and that. 
as our great commercial rival, our policy should be to jealously ap- 
tagonize her interests. It should be borne in mind that silver was 
demonetized and a gold currency initiated as early as 1516, in accord. 
ance with the bullion report of 1510, and just at the time when Great 
Britain had become charged with an enormous increase of its public 
debt. The date certainly is not suggestive of selfishness. The war, 
also, of 1512 with our “national enemy,” once so called, had just 
closed, and such an enemy could not then be reckoned overmuch as 
our creditor, Nevertheless sentiment is wholly foreign to the ques- 
tion. Wecan neither sell hate nor buy friendship. Ancient pique 
should no more sway our policy than later affection. We are to be, 
or should be, guided by the broad, economical interests of our whole 
people. Their prosperity, happiness, and honor are the objects of 
our supremest concern, It is a matter almost of indifference what 
the national prejudices of England or any other country may be, as 
we know all wisely-conducted governments are likely to be controlled 
at last by what contributes most to the honor and welfare of theit 
people. It is easy to see that silver is now mainly an article of com- 
merce in the United Kingdom, where it is bought and sold as no 
longer precious, while it is money among the Hindoos, and that it 
may be quite important to England that silver rupees should, if pos- 
sible, retain their former value in India, The rentals of all their 
lands, the chief source of Indian revenue, are payable in silver, and 
the loss in consequence of depreciation has already amounted to 
many millions, 

The embarrassment of England, it is plain, would be greatly 
relieved by the restoration of the former value of silver, and espe- 
cially if it could be restored by and at the risk and expense of other 
nations. Say what we may, in spite of some tough provocations, we 
are all proud of our Anglo-Saxon relations, and, always excepting the 
imposition of the opium trade upon the Chinese, we do not wholly 
despise that statesmanship which studies the material interests as 
well as the glory of ations. Great Britain may be expected to pro- 
tect herself first and then her two hundred and forty million East 
Indians, if she can, but, while she has no separate control of the silver 
question, her interests are as deep and abiding as our own. We aro 
not hampered by colonial relations with India, which require us to 
assume the risk of the loss on the world’s present largely augmented 
stock of silver. Certainly we have no occasion to pull any English 
chestnuts out of the fire. What has been obtained from us in the 
Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta trade was mainly obtained in years 
prior to the depreciation, and they then as now exchanged Indian 
products only for our hard cash, But Great Britain is very likely to 
find that the value of silver in India will ultimately depend upon its 
value algo in America and in Earope. If that cannot be maintained 
without co-operation, it may be too much to expect that England 
will lead the way, however reluctantly she may lag behind. The gold 
sovereign, it cannot be denied, has an empire far broader than that 
of the silver rupee or “ the dollar of our fathers,” and Great Britain 
will be most unwilling to renounce her imperial control over the ¢- 
changes of the world by surrendering to any silver pretender. Our 
policy should be to show that we can waitand bide our time. 

The weight of the public debts of nearly all European nations is 
large, and that of Great Britain much larger than our own. ae 
or none, except our own, are growing smaller. It is impossible t 
British statesmen, any more than our own, should consent to any _ 
crease of the weight of their debts by adherence to or changes ° 


ges 








the standard of money. It never has been done. Their interests, as 
-el] as our own, in this respect have been bitherto promoted by the 
-ntenance of the gold standard, which has depreciated since 1850 
a extent of fully 20 per cent.; and their national debt of $3,900,- 
ae 0 is now of no more weight than $3,100,000,000 might have been 
» Inv. The depreciation of gold was slowly spread over a quarter of 
aaa tory and so imperceptibly as neither to jar nor jeopardize any 
: cael bat silver dropped like a shooting-star a greater distance 
a than two years, vexing the world with its downfall. 
The whole prodaction of gold from 1852 to 1875, among all nations, 
as stated by the House of Commons report, already referred to, was 
en72 145,000, or, for convenience, computing a pound sterling at $5, 
g 26).975,000; and that of silver was £241,890,000, or $1, 209,450,000; 
which shows an excess of gold to the amount of $1,651,525.000. It is 
thus very evident that there can be no deficiency of gold, the known 
nnual supply being more than equal to the annual demand, and that 


} 
wel 


a a further gradual depreciation of national indebtedness, based 
upon a progressive depreciation of the gold standard, may contidently 
wv expe ted. 

we should be compelled or should choose to retain the mono- 
metallic standard of gold, as it has practically existed with us since 
ix}4, there is no country where it could be maintained more buoy- 
autly or with greater facility than in the United States. Undoubt- 
edly it is destined to farther depreciation, but never to rapid depre- 
ciation. We are one of the very largest gold-producing countries, 
and even our so-calied silver ores literally present “apples of gold in 
pictures of silver,” as they contain nearly as many dollars of one 
metal asof the other. What reserves are yet to be brought forth from 
all of our gold-embroidered plains and mountains, extending from 
Canada to Mexico, who can foretell? Besides countless savages, they 
are known toconceal countless treasures of gold; treasures not to be 
embargoed by rough toil or rougher savage warfare. Millions are 
expected and millions are likely to be realized. That the explored 
and unexplored great mountain chains, whose glittering peaks loom 
up throngh the whole length of the Pacific coast, contain reserves of 
noslender magnitude adinits of little doubt; and they will ultimately 
be brought forth. Nevada, great as are her products, holds no mo- 
nopoly of the precions metals, and sturdy rivals, full-grown and 
eqnipped are already encamped on every side. 

Whether a single standard of gold shall continue practically in 
force or not for the next forty years, as for the last, 1t seems in- 
contestable that we have now more ability, with all of our known 
auriferous wealth, to uphold such a standard than we have ever had 
heretofore or than can be claimed by Germany or even by Great 
Britain, both being wholly barren of native gold. Two of our States, 
‘Texas and California, among the most prosperous of any in the Union, 
have tolerated no other money than gold. No crises overwhelm their 
well-founded industries ; few disasters happen to their trade; and 
they may well feel proud of their solid and uninterrupted prosperity. 
Storms may come and the winds may blow, but gold is the rock of 
their salvation. New York, the most populous State in the Union, 
has already provided by her own legislative action, happen what 
may elsewhere, for resumption of specie payments on the Ist day of 
January, 1879: all taxes and canal tolls are to be paid in gold 
and all contracts after that date are to be payable in coin. Is there 
any other State that assembles more legislative wisdom or that has 
a deeper interest in the general prosperity of the country than New 
York? Her voice gives forth no uncertain sound, though it may be 
stitled by the jingling of the silver bill. None of our States can main- 
tain an exclusive silverstandard without immense loss, but to the cot- 
ton, wheat, and corn growing States it would be a peculiar hardship. 
the prices of their products being wholly controlled by the price of 
the surplus exported, they have a direct interest in maintaining a 
money standard in harmony with that where our great staple crops 
find a market. 

The present stock of gold in the United States, amounting to not 
less, 1 am confident, than $200,000,000, and daily increasing, almost 
to the extent of our large domestic production, with the balance of 
trade, until very recently, long and immensely in our favor, makes a 
gold standard not only practicable but almost unavoidable. Within 
the last ten years we have received from customs nearly $1,800,000,000 
in gold, and bave actually sold for paper over $500,000,000 in gold at a 
protit of over $100,000,000. Our wheat and corn, cotton and petro- 
leum, will always command gold, as will our bonds. With our mints 
in active operation for six years we could hardly produce as much 
silver coin as the country now holds in gold. For resumption of 
specie payments in gold we are nearly ready; but for resumption in 
silver we have not the first dollar. Certainly we have the right to 
doa foolish thing, but it is our interest to do ‘a wise one. Can it be 
4 wise thing to banish gold? 

On this point let me once more quote from the conclusive speech 
Glivered in the Senate April 1, 1874, which deservedly won for the 
ae author great credit, and with which I cordially concurred 
a con aes now, though I have to regret that the sound argument 
a = ‘hat occasion, sparkling with truth and epigrammatic gems, 

“113 no more than the languid appreciation of the distin- 

ator from Nevada. I would not bring to my aid this 

upposed it would be disagreeable to the Senator nor if 
nish anything better of my own; but I feel sure if it 
aced broadside against his silver report he would tind it a 
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torpedo from which that report would be rescued with difficulty, 
and in ashattered condition. Let me quote something about gold and 
resumption : 


_It is flexible and self-regulating, and flows by natural laws wherever the exigen- 
cies of trade demand it. 
* . 


. - *. * . 


So exact a measure is it of human effort that when it is exclusively used as 
money it teaches the very habit of houesty. It neither dealsin nor tolerates false 
pretenses. It cannot lic. It keeps its promises to rich and poor alike, 

* 7 . . . * . 

When the people knew that gold was to be the currency of the country at any 
stated time each man would have his little amount of gold and it would flow into 
the country in a thousand Pactolian streams. There would be no donbt about it. 
The people would be ready. Gold will be found all over this country when you 
a banish it, when you permit it to circulate, when you give it its true fune- 

on. 

The anthor of that speech shonld not willingly let it die. Cer- 
tainly I do not want to state the case any stronger than it was then 
stated, more than three years ago, when we had perhaps a smaller 
fund of gold for resumption and considerably more outstanding 
greenbacks. 

I have attempted to show, as I believe truly, that the excessive 
production of silver, its demonetization in Europe, and the large 
falling off in the Jemand are conditions any one of which would be 
destructive to its stability, and when combined are sufficient to rev- 
olutionize its value. But the proposition to make silver an unlimited 
legal tender at the rate of 16 to 1 of gold does not mark the most ex- 
treme demand of the silver bullionists, who do not conceal the fact 
that they would prefer a ratio of 154 to 1; nor do they conceal the 
crowning measure which they regard as important to the entire 
success of bimetallism, or of the so-called and much-babbled about 
“remonetization of silver.” The final step, no longer beld in abey- 
ance, which is to give transcendent completeness to this policy, is a 
provision which shall open the way to absolute free coinage, or to 
authorize by law the owners of silver bullion to have it minted free 
of cost. The Government is to be called upon now or hereafter to 
abdicate not only its sovereignty but all the profits to arise from the 
issue of a cheap silver dollar, and for the sole benefit of private indi- 
viduals and private corporations, including foreigners as well as our 
own citizens. It is claimed that this freedom of coinage would at all 
times regulate the amount of coin in circulation in accordance with 
the wants of trade, and that every needy man would then tind the 
needed silver dollars in his pockets. Whether the coinage would be 
regulated by the amount in circulation or by the amount of market- 
able bullion on hand admits of very little question, and that little 
would be solved entirely in the interest of bullion-holders. It is very 
apparent, however, that, with free coinage minted and unminted 
silver would soon have, according to weight, the same value, and 
that value would be regulated not by the volume of coin, but by the 
volume of both. Silver bullion would be worth just as much before 
as after being fabricated into coin, whatever might be its denomina- 
tional value. The chief service of the United States miats would be 
like that of mills where all grists are ground free of toll, and they 
would become the special workshops of the owners of silver bullion, 
gratuitously manned and supported by the nation but controlled by 
anybody and everybody. The raw material would be furnished, but 
the Government would be called upon to manufacture it, not only 
without a large percentage of profit but at an actual expense of 14 
per cent.,or by an annual subsidy to the owners of silver bullion of 
from $500,000 to $730,000. 

Whatever possible and glimmering chance there might be of ele- 
vating a limited amount of silver coinage to the high plane required 
as a standard measure of value would be dissipated by the final con- 
summation of the new silver policy, which, being fully disclosed, has 
been found to include the extraordinary plan of elevating with equal 
pace the whole world’s fast-growing stock of silver. The wisdom of 
attempting to push this last part of the plan at the present moment 
may be disputed, but it is the fixed and essential part of the silver 
policy as avowed by its most potential advocates, and they appear 
about as positive in their new philosophy as was Comnté when he said 
he “could have made a better solar system than the real one” and 
declared he “ would have made it always moonshine at night.” They 
would evidently have it all moonshine. 

So far as I know, the free coinage of silver is a novel proposition, 
and practically unknown to any country. Mexico, the largest silver 
producing country except our own, subjects silver coinage to a duty of 
5 per cent., bullion being subjected to the same duty whether coined 
or not; and their laws, unless recently changed, subject all exports 
of silver to a duty of 7 per cent, 44 per cent. being for the Federal 
governnient and 2} per cent. for the States. 

Great Britain buys silver at the lowest possible prices, whether 
forty-six pence or fifty-four pence per ounce, and issues subsidiary 
coinage at the high nominal rate of sixty-six pence per ounce, 

France formerly charged one and a half francs for coining one kilo- 
gram of silver, nine-tenths fine, which was coined into two hundred 
francs, upon which the charge was therefore three-fourths of 1 per 
cent, but France is not now coining silver npon any terms, 

Venezuela requires a royalty of 10 per cent. ou ber mines and has 
forbidden the importation of silver coins. 

Russia returns to the owners of mines eighty-eight ninety-sixths of 
gold and eighty-three and a half ninety-sixths of silver, retaining, it 
will be seen, a very large percentage of profit. 
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Germany only coins silver on its own account, making one hundred 
marks out of a pound of silver. The gain is therefore about one- 
ninth part. 

It will thus be seen that most if not all other governments retain 
the control and protits arising from the coinage of silver, and our re- | 
sources do not warrant a policy less prudent. The seigniorage or 
gain derived from the purchase of silver bullion to the amount 
of $34,118,973.26, for the recent coinage of fractional coins was | 
$5,516,714.74, and that of silver dollars would only be diminished by | 
the difference of the alloy. This is enough to show the grand prize 
silver operators may be struggling after. 

The claim about a large consumption of silver in the arts deserves | 
a passing notice, and it has been very liberally estimated by the | 
Director of the Mint at $3,000,000; but the arts contrive to do much 
with little, or by offering plated ware as a cheap and elegant substi- | 
tute for solid plate. The wonderful malleability of metals, the beat- | 
ing of gold and silver into thin plates, has been known from the 
time of Moses and Solomon; and the later process of electro-plating 
and gilding by the galvanic battery shows the still more attenuated 
film with which other metals may be coated with silver or gold. One | 
and one-fourth ounces of silver will cover a surface a foot square 
equal to the thickness of ordinary printing paper; and gold may be | 
beaten twelve hundred times thinner than such paper; but by the 
galvanic process, plating and gilding becomes in comparison as thin 
as a mere wave of light. 

A set of silver tea-spoons weighing six ounces contains enough to 
plate on a German-silver base a tea set of six pieces vaiued at $100 
to $150, that will wear for a generation and be hardly distinguishable 
from a set of solid silver costing $500 to $600. Lower-priced ware 
like silver-plate or Britannia metal requires no more than three or | 
four ounces of pure silver to a similar set, and being sold for half 
the price of the better quality, its consumption is by far the most 
extensive. Small table-pieces, such as spoons and forks, are now also 
furnished so cheaply as to largely affect the trade in solid silver. 
Photography has, it is true, made some new demand for silver; but 
in the aggregate the consumption of silver in the arts cannot be sup- 
posed to have increased; and certainly the profits of burglars in | 
pursuit of solid plate it is known Have largely decreased. 

In France and England the official returns show that the manu- 
facture of gold and silver plate is less than it was fifty years ago. 
Chevalier says: 

The luxury of our days has democratic features; it is very calculating and 
economical. It is lavish of gilding and silvering, but requires tew massive articles 
iu silver and still fewer in gold. 

Statistics and Americans seem to have come into the world togeth- 
er, and there are no more determined followers of facts than the 
American people; but in all the wide waste of wordy theories and | 
disjointed precedents there are no facts which point to the success of 
asilverstandard. It exists nowhere as the auxiliary of power, ma- 
terial prosperity or moral elevation. Subject it to any strain, and it 
wabbles like a foot out of joint. When last tried, for eleven years, 
by Belgium, noted for its wonderful national thrift, it wasabandoned 
in disgust. The Belgians would not submit to having their trade 
and industries put in fetters even of silver. Another ae occurs 
in the history of Portugal, where the ratio of silver to gold was, in 
1800, 13.5 to 1; in 1822, 16 to 1; in 1835, 15.5 to 1; and in 1847, 16.5 to 
1. In 1854 Portugal got tired of these changes; legislation was too 
slow to follow the zigzag idiosyncrasies of silver, and gold was then 
made their only standard. 

The gold standard, it may confidently be asserted, is practically far 
cheaper than that of silver. I do not insist upon having the gold 
standard, but if we are to have but one, I think that the best. The 
expense of maintaining a metallic currency is of course greater than 
that of paper; but it must be borne in mind that a paper currency is 
only tolerable when convertible at the will of the holder into coin— 
and no one asks for more than that. A metallic currency is also sub- 
ject to considerable loss by abrasion or the annual wear; and it is 
quite important to know which metal, gold or silver, can be most 
cheaply supported. A careful examination of the subject conclu- 
sively shows that the loss is nearly in proportion to the length of 
time coins have been in circulation, and to the amount of surface ex- 

vosed, although small coins, being handled with less care, suffer most. 
The well-ascertained result is that it costs from fifteen to twenty- 
five times more to keep silver afloat than it does to maintain the 
same amount in gold. To sustain the silver standard would annually 
cost about 1 per cent. for abrasion; but that of gold would not ex- 
ceed one-twentieth of 1 per cent. This is a tronblesome charge for- 
ever to bristle up in the pathway of a silver standard. It must also 
be borne in mind that the mint cost of coining silver is many times 
greater than that of the same amount in gold. More than sixteen 
tons of silver are required as the equivalent of one ton of gold. Asa 
cold matter of fact, silver is neither the best nor the cheapest stand- 
amd. It is far dearer to plant and forever dearer to maintain. 

A double standard put forth by us on the terms now proposed 
by the commission or by the House bill would be so only in name. 
The perfect dual ideal of theorists, based upon an exact equilibrium 
of values, cannot be realized while the intrinsic value of citber of 
the component parts is overrated or remains a debatable question 
and everywhere more or less open to suspicion. A standard of value 


| ou debts. No one then pulled ont the hair of his head to cure ¢ 


| definitely expressed by Washington when he said: “There js 





linked to the changing fortunes of two metals instead of one, when 


combined with an existing disjointed and all-pervading confusion j 
the ratio of value, must necessarily be linked to the hazard of = en 
perturbatious and become an alternating standard in " 
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The bimetallic scheme, with silver predominant—larg 
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| a ratio that will leave nothing in circulation but silver, as a proj 


mode of providing a new and cheaper way of pinching 
the national debt; but a mode which would leave even a poss 
cloud upon our national credit should find neither favor nor toleray, . 
among a proud and independent people. _ 
The proposition is openly and squarely made to pay the pub 
debt at our option in whichever metal, gold or silver, happens ri a 
cheapest, and chiefly for the reason that silver already happens t 
be 10 per cent. the cheapest. In 1573, to have paid the debt in giver 
would have cost 3 per cent. more than to have paid it in gold, and 
then there was no unwillingness on the part of the present nop-en»,. 
tents to pay in gold. Silver was then worth more to sel! than to 


and pay 


LV 
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for the disappearance of the nominal silver option. Since that ¢; 


it has been and would be now cheaper nominally to pay in silver 
we had it; andtherefore we are urged to repudiate our former qc; 
and to claim the power to resume an option already once supposed to 
have been profitably exercised, of which the world was called y 


| to take notice, and to pay in silver to-day or to let it alone re 


row. I know that the detestable doctrine of Machiavelli was th it 
“a prudent prince onght not to keep his word except when he cay 


do it without injury to himself;” but the Bible teaches a differey: 


| doctrine, and honoreth him “who sweareth to his own hurt ay 


changeth not.” If we would not multiply examples of indiyidy,! 
financial turpitude, already painfully numerous, we must not tra 


| out conscience and sound morality from the monetary affairs of | 


nation. The “option” about which we should be most solicitous was 


an 


option left to the United States whether they will be respectable ang 
prosperous or contemptible and miserable as a nation.” Our national 


| self-respect would not be increased when Turkey, as a debt-paying 


nation, shall be held as our eqnal and Mexico as our superior. e 
credit of a great nation cannot even be discussed without some loss: 
it cannot even be tempted by the devious advantages of legal tec! 


| micalities without bringing some sense of shame; but to live, it must 


xo, like chastity, unchallenged and unsuspected. It cannot tak 


| refuge behind the fig-leaves of the law, and especially not behind a 


law yet to be made to meet the case. 

Waiving the discussion of the morality of the proposed equivocal 
legislation, it is not difficult to show that the actual results would be 
positively detrimental to the great enduring interests of the Govern- 
ment and the people. To begin with, it would cost one and one- 
fourth of 1 per cent. more to coin silver than to coin gold; aud 1 per 
cent. annually, or 10 per cent. every ten years, to maintain it would 


| be absolutely frittered away and lost. We are at present, and must 


be for a long time to come, a borrowing nation, not expecting to pay 
our debt speedily and in a lump; the premature threat of payment 
in silver is only destructive of our own credit ; we require a lower 
rate of interest for debtors and cannot afford to proclaim on the 
honse-tops, now and forever, that we will pay debts when they ma- 
ture in just the metal that happens to be of the least value, and in 
that which many other people may have discarded. The option, iv 
volving an unreal and pitiful cheese-paring at most, would cost 
vastly more than it would be worth. The uncertainty about the 
value of the medium of payment would have to be too largely dis- 
counted and compensated by higher rates of interest, and more days 
labor will be required to pay debts in silver, to earn any surplus, 
than to pay in gold. All borrowers, who have not silver now ou 
hand, will have abundant reason to deplore the passage of the silver 
bill. 

Sound economy dictates the funding of the present national debt 
at a much lower rate of interest, which can easily be done by keep 
ing our monetary affairs in a sound condition and our money stand- 
ard in harmony with that of the leading nations of the world, where 
it was practically when we commenced our borrowings on a large 
scale. Our 6 per cent. bonds were in the process of being rapidly re- 
tired and replaced by bonds bearing interest at 4 per cent., W hich the 
Bland bill has promptly arrested, and the gain to our Government, 
that would have relieved our people from millions of annual taxes, 
must be abandoned if the bill goes unamended by the Senate. The 
holders of our 6 per cent. bonds will rejoice should the silver bill pass, 
as that will deprive the Government of all power to substitute bonds 
paying 33} per cent. less interest. Is it not better financially, there- 
fore, to consider whether more vantage-ground would not be lost 
than gained by any premature optional devices? Public and private 
indebtedness hereafter contracted, it is clear, must be subjected tof 
more onerous terms whenever the measure of payment shall be lett '" 
the slightest doubt or when the omnipotence of Congress shall be 
successfully invoked to diminish the value of our own securities. 

At a time when our receipts from customs were exclusively 1" gold, 
as they have been for years and as they are now, the coin so to be 
received was solemnly pledged for the interest and the redemptor 
of the public debt. To snatch the gold away and substitute aoe 
might practiced asa nimble art, but an art in which I shou! 
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hope no skill would be shown by legislators in the land of Washing- 
ton and Jackson, of Marshall and Lincoln. | re ai Me 

To allow the duties on foreign importations to be paid in silver 
and then to use the silver in the payment of our public debt when- 
oats that metal in its checkered fortunes should turn out to be 
cheaper than gold, would not. only violate the true spirit of our pub- 
lietlebt contracts and the original expectation of all the parties— 
treating our creditors as they were never treated before—but would 
result, to the extent of the difference, in such a fluctuating reduc- 


tion of the tariff as would decimate the receipts of the Treasury | 


without diserimination and be a striking boon suddenly granted 
to foreign industry without any advantageous equivalent, unless it 


should be held advantageous to inflict a left-handed blow upon | 


American industry. Neither the Treasury nor the people are pre- 


pared to endure such a blow. Ad valorem duties are levied upon the | 


value of the merchandise at the last port or place from whence im- 
ported, With a silver standard it would become necessary to find 
ont the value of such merchandise in silver at the last port or place 
from whence imported, and if from a gold-standard country, any 
differences would have to be ascertained and adjusted. At every 
step the silver bill, grating harshly as it does upon all the principles 
of equity and sound economy, seems designed to set one’s teeth on 
edge, and that possibly may be esteemed by its admirers as among 
its chief attractions. 

To use depreciated silver in the payment of our pensioners and of 
our war creditors would be shaving them only to give the shave to 
later and less deserving foreign creditors eager to supplant our peo- 
ple by furnishing larger supplies of foreign products; and the Gov- 
ernment, proposing to receive, as well as to pay out, whichever metal 
becomes of the least value, would gain absolutely nothing by the 
dubious operation, but would have to levy new taxes to supply a de- 
ficiency in the means for the support of the Government. 

It is equally demonstrable that there can be no protit to the people 


arising from paying out silver above its real value, if they are first to | 


be compelled to receive it, as they would be, at a rate above its real 


value; and those who first receive a depreciated currency, not owing | 


debts where it can and will be promptly applied, would bear all the 
loss. The wages-receiving class could not avoid the very brunt of 
such a loss. 

It is true that the foremost among the silver-standard advocates of 
this dangerous preface to repudiation last year disclaimed any pur- 
pose of interfering with the past and present mode and manner of 
paying duties or of paying the public debt in gold; but, to pay in 
gold, the Government must have the gold, and, if its receipts were 
all in silver, it would be subject to the ever-recurring losses which 
must follow the saleof the one and the purchase of the other. France 
now pays its debts in gold, without any dread of being charged with 
“sentimental emotions ;” and there they pronounce it ‘ disloyal” to 
offer payment, even to their own people, in depreciated silver, although 
their double standard still nominally remains unchanged. The loy- 
alty or good faith of Americans should be as unimpeachable cer- 
tainly as that of the citizens of the French Republic; and loyalty to 
_ credit is everywhere, not only of the highest statesmanship, 
ut the very apple of theeye of a great people. Our own Constitu- 
tion provides that “the validity of the public debt shall not be ques- 
tioned.” Does that mean that 10 per cent. may be questioned but 


not the whole of it? Our Republic, having unequaled resources and | 


an tntarnished reputation, cannot afford to offer a precedent for re- 
pudiation, though veiled in the mildest form and urged in the most 
silvery tones, which the humblest individual cannot copy without a 
blush and which the smallest States cannot follow without world- 
wide degradation. 

The realized capital of the United States is limited to the savings 
of a single century, while that of Europe is derived from the inherited 
accumulations of uncounted ages. So long as our credit suffers no 


eclipse our people may even thrive as borrowers. We have little | 


overplus not actually needed as fixed or circulating capital to equip 
and keep our varied industries actively moving; we can practically 
use more than we possess; and yet even those who might invest in 
Government securities are often deterred by the half-decayed epithets 
which political slush-mongers fling into their faces. The holders of 
French and English securities are looked upon as bulwarks of state, 
honored by men of all parties as patriots. In 1876 the bolders of 
rentesregistered in France numbered 4,404,763. Why should American 
bondholders, among whom I am unable to be counted, far inferior in 
numbers and means, deserve less consideration and be made to stand 
in the pillory to be spit upon by those who seek and exact higher 


rates of interest upon all their own loanable funds? Our home cred- | 


itors have done nothing they were not earnestly entreated to do by 
the Government, and ought we not to blush that any foreigners have 
ever exhibited more contidence in the credit of our Government than 
some of our own people? So long as we are daily a hungry borrower 
- cannot afford to pocket borrowed cash and then kick the lender. 
‘or can we afford to borrow gold and pay in silver. 


_ But the House bill would not allow the Government to profit by 
its own de > 


mitted to buy silver and coin it on its own account. All the profit 


male by paying our creditors with a cheap dollar was to inure to | 


the operators in silver bullion, who were to have it coined free. The 





gradation of the money standard. It was not to be per- | 
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| old drama was to be changed, so as to read, “She stooped to let others 
conquer.” 

| It is my deepest conviction that it would be far easier to pay our 
| public debt in gold than to maintain a finetuating silver standard for 
| even ten years; and the facilities afforded for broader and safer en- 
| terprise to a people where the luxury of repose is unknown would 
| create wealth with immensely greater rapidity, if allowed to base 
| their credit system on a standard where gold should not be excluded. 
| That would inspire confidence. Silver men should beware of the 
tale which the decennial census in an era of silver may hereafter 
| unfold. No business, no industrious enterprise, can withstand the 
| present instability of silver. 

The labor of this country—nowhere worthy of higher respect—is 
entitled to be paid in the best money the world affords. The aggre- 
gate annual amount of the products of that labor is three times 
| greater than our national debt, and the medium of payment there- 
| fore infinitely more important. The payment of the debt is to be 
made but once, and then in a long series of years and in compara- 
tively small and fractional parts; but the labor of the country is to 
be paid continnously, day by day, forever; and this should invoke 
our greatest solicitude and most anxious attention. It cannot be 
deceived even by making up its receipts when its expenditures go up 
still higher. Any scheme, however bepetted, which should make sil- 
ver exclusively the standard money of workingmen, with pretended 
| claims to merit as such, would throw upon them the lion’s share of 
all losses that might attend its introduction or that might follow 
| from its instability and further depreciation, and also the needless 
suffering of being told, as the sufferers from the Spanish Inquisition 
were told, that it was all done for their good. If the victims are to 
endure the wrong they surely deserve exemption from grim irony. 

The savings-banks and other banks paying interest on deposits, 
notwithstanding the recent criminal defaults of some of their otticers, 
| are the American strongholds of those who by their labor have earned 
and prudently put away their little treasures against the day of need. 
| Altogether these amount to a sum of prodigious dimensions, possibly 

equal to that of the national debt, and far exceeding both the cap- 
ital and circulation of the national banks. A depreciation of the 
value of legal tender to the extent of only 1 per cent. would affect 
the value of these deposits by many million dollars; but a deprecia- 
tion many times greater is threatened. These are interests of a most 
numerous class—numbered by millions—the men of moderate means, 
not to be trifled with, and greatly deserving protection against any 
precarious standard of money. These men annually add more to the 
capital of the country than all of the so-called rich or the prodigals 
of the country put together. No lack of capital can be supplied to 
the destitute by the use of cheap paper or cheaper coin—cheap dema- 
gogues to the contrary notwithstanding. But the general diffusion 
of property in moderate holdings throughout the United States, few 
having too much or too little, is patent to the eyes of all observers ; 
the facilities to the industrious for the acquirement of property are 
unparalleled ; and the number of paupers, or of those who have no ac- 
cumulated and realized capital, is comparatively very limited. All of 
| our people regard their possessions as “ good as gold,” and they are 

rarely utterly empty-handed. They hold also nearly all of the United 
| States notes and all the bills of the national banks now in circulation, 
and do not want to lose 8 or 10 per cent. on this large amount by its 
sudden equalization with depreciated silver. The nation, though hav- 
| ing little unemployed capital, except when confidence is utterly broken 
| down, is not a pauper; the national banks are not paupers; land- 
owners, with the most abounding crops of the past century and their 
almost universal freedom from debts, are not paupers ; the merchants, 
with as many bills receivable as payable, are not paupers ; nor are the 
joint-stock insurance companies; and none of these ask for special 
favors; they ask for even-handed justice and for that policy which 
will secure to the industry, trade, and commerce of the country their 
; greatest prosperity. But labor is a large and perpetual creditor, 
never paid until after the work is done, though a constant creditor 
| for more than the whole annual interest on our public debt; and 
both wisdom and humanity require that it shall receive money of 
full value—bread,and not a stone. The silver dollar will furnish no 
man with work; it will only curtail its price. It will found no in- 
dustrial enterprises; or, if it does, they will be unstable and liable 
to ignominious failure. 

The argument relied upon in favor of a bimetallic standard as 
| against a monometallic seems to be that a single-metal standard 
leaves out one-half of the world’s resources ; but the same thing must 
occur with a bimetallic standard unless the metals can be placed 
and kept in a state of exact equilibrium, or so that nothing can be 
gained by the exchange of one for the other. Hitherto this has been 
an unattainable perfection. A law fixing the ratio of 16 or 154 of 
silver to 1 of gold, as proposed by different members of the commis- 
sion, would now be a gross overvaluation of silver and wholly ex- 
clude gold from cireulation. It will hardly be disputed that the 
two metals cannot circulate together unless they are mutually con- 
vertible without profit or loss at the ratio fixed at the mint. But it 
is here proposed to start silver with a large legal-tender advantage 
above its market value, and with the probability, through further 
| depreciation, of increasing that advantage by which the monometal- 

lic standard of silver will be ordained and confirmed. The argument 
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in behalf of a double standard is double-tongued, when in fact noth- 
ing is intended, or can be the outcome, but a single silver standard. 
The argument would wed silver and gold, but the conditions which 
follow amount to a decree of perpetual divorcement. Enforce the 
measure by legislation, and gold would at once flee out of the coun- 
try. Like liberty, gold never stays where it is undervalued. 

No approach to 4 bimetallic currency of uniform and fixed valne 
can be possible, as it appears to me, without the co-operation of the 
leading commercial nations. 
a and permanence may not be absolutely certain, unless the 
ate transcendent fickleness of the supply and demand subsides, nor 
unless the ratio of value can be adjusted with more consummate ac- 


curacy than has hitherto been found by any single nation to be prac- | met with the question of an irate wife as to why he came hon 
One-tenth of 1 per cent. difference will always exclude from | 


ticable. 
use one or the other metal; but here a difference nearly one hundred 
times greater has been proposed. The double-standard nations and 
the differing single gold or silver standard nations doubtless contrib- 
uted something to the relative equalization of values so long as they 


furnished an available market for any surplus of either metal, bat | 


this they are doing no longer. Silver, though not yet universally 


demonetized, is thrown upon the market in such masses and from so | 
many prolific sources as to be governed by the inexorable laws of | 


demand and supply. Its magic as coin, if it las not hopelessly de- 
parted, has been, like the retreating soldier, fearfully “ demoralized,” 
and Is passing to the rear. 
Whatever change may be made in our monetary standard will not 
give us the slightest advautage in the prices of any commodities we 
yoy or sell abroad. Foreign merchandise, whether dress-goods or 
iron, upholstery orsalt, champagne or hardware, must still be paid for 
upon the gold standard of prices ; but our own products, cotton, beef, 
corn, and wheat, will all be in the market, at the option of the pur- 
chaser, for either silver or gold, and will always be paid for in the 
cheapest currency. Commerce conducted on such a shifting basis— 
buying with the dearest and always selling for the cheapest—must 
manilestly be greatly to our disadvantage. The people with a cheaper 
currency always suffer most in exchange, whether buying or selling. 
The whole domestic trade of the country would also be equally ex- 
wosed to the instability inthe value of silver, lately so glaringly exhib- 
ited, with which greenbacks would be necessarily tagging behind, 
and prices of commodities would be increased or diminished in pro- 
portion to the daily risk. Labor alone—including that of salaried 
inipisters and judges—would be forced to accept the silver dollar of 
far Jess value than our present paper dollar, without higgling for any- 
thing better, and the wages of labor would not escape a silent and 
sinister but certain reduction. It would have to resort to the merci- 
less and futile remedy of strikes or give a dollar's worth of work for 
nivety cents in silver. 
‘The depreciation of metallic currency by inflation—and it is naked 
silver inilation, not the redemption of paper that is now proposed— 


operates rather differently upon our foreign trade from a depreciated | 


a currency, and is on the whole hardly less disadvantageous to 
some industries. Both put the worm into the bud of every new en- 
terprise. Both are destructive to the growth of domestic exports. 
But an inflation of a metallic currency not only inflates prices but 
by offering an exportable currency furnishes, so long as it is really 
inflated, a more profitable market for foreign merchandise. A depre- 
ciated silver currency, to the extent of the depreciation, will operate 
like paper inflation in swelling nominal prices; but it may be ex- 
ported unchanged and without further risk for whatever may be its 
mint or market value abroad. 

Although France paid her war penalty by no means altogether in 
coin, yet the payment was not made without the transfer of a colos- 
sal sum of coin trom France to Germany, where its effects in produc- 
ing sudden inflation were anything but favorable to the industries 
aud habits of the country ; but the heavy drain upon the French peo- 
ple, leaving them without the temptation and delirium of sheer spec- 
ulative employments, did not leave them without the more solid re- 
sources, under a protective tariff, of skilled labor and habitual econ- 
omy; and aseason of singular industrial prosperity has been their 
exceeding great reward. The coin that went to Germany could not 
withetand inflation and at once returned to France, whose financial 
afluirs were managed with much more astuteness than their military. 

When our resources shall be somewhat further re-enforced, our de- 
preciated paper being now almost at par, it will not be hazardous to 
attempt the issue of a metallic and increasing volume of currency, 
unless it is to be so debased itself or overvalued as to make it worth 
less than the current value of paper, and then an indignant people 
may feel that the less they have and carry of it the better. No very 
large amount of metallic currency can be expected to remain con- 
stantly and permanently in circulation, perhaps, without the with- 
drawal of small bills. Prohibit the circulation of all under five or 
ten dollars, as convenient as they are, then silver or gold naturally 
would fill the vacuum and the resumption of specie payments might 
not only be facilitated but maintained with little apprehension of 
interruption. There would then be no small bill-holders, always 
foremost in a panic, to present bills for redemption. The expe- 
rience of the world supports this view, and a suspension of specie 
payments where small bills are excluded is far less likely to occur. 
The difference between paper and gold in March, 1876, was 15 per cent.; 
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| in March, 1877, it was less than 5 per cent., and is now less 


| silver, and paper—the worst being the second best, but all wi), 


Even with that co-operation its accom- | 


| gold standard. 
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per cent. Resumption would seem to be not far off, unless , S 
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back to usher in a new era with a triple-headed legal tend eet 


apart and not on speaking terms. — 
The United States would make a clumsy and most unprofita| 
mistake by making silver, in the guise of a bimetallic standard 
practically an exclusive standard of value, unless at the same tin. 
other nations shall be first persnaded to unite in the same policy : 
and other nations just now appear very stubbornly to preter the 
We must wait for their conversion. There js po 

reason why we should move now, except that given by the man, w)), n 


} 
sle 


late at night, who answered, “ because all other places are shut up.” 
All other doors to silver certainly appear to be shut up. Even the 
nations nominally upholding the silver standard are nearly al] ysiye 
nothing but paper greatly depreciated. An enterprising people as we 
claim to be, and have some reason to think we are—having commerca 
in almost every port and harbor on the globe, and full of inventioy 
energy, and daring ambition—must use as money what the world 
every where accepts as money. No standard that is destitute of inter. 
national recognition can be of uniform value or be tolerated or 
long endured in the United States. In peace or war, in shop or field 
on land or sea, the best implements of service belong to us and should 
not be altogether alien from our standard of money. The natural 
aptitude of the American people for trade and commerce, the lead- 
ing position they are soon expected to occupy, would be repressed by 
withholding from them one of the cardinal business instrumentalij- 
ties or by depriving them of that kind of money which is good either 
at home or abroad, for wholesale trade as well as retail. We are 
bound to develop and utilize the full forces of the nation, and we 
should not wholly reject English, German, and French experience 
without some distrust of our own statesmanship. Our foreign ex- 
changes have been for many years, and must be for years to come, 
wholly regulated upon a gold basis. The cost of exchange is the ba- 
rometer which unerringly proclaims the depreciation of paper money 
and would just as surely expose the deficiencies of silver. A silver 
standard, or a bimetallic standard so adjusted as to banish gold from 
circulation, however acceptable to moss-covered, non-progressive 
communities, where their standard food may be rice and rats, and where 
women appear in the field and men do not appear at the ballot-box, 
cannot fullill- the requirements of the American people. They want 
and must have the best. 

To dispense entirely with the use of gold by the substitution of 
silver would be an economical blunder of the first magnitude, and 
we might with almost equal propriety dispense with railroads and 
go back to beasts of burden, or discard gunpowder and riiled cannon 
in order to “ rehabiiitate ” human muscles and wooden cross-bows. 

The idea sometimes broached that diversity of money standards 
is necessary to the preservation of diversity in the forms of govern- 
ment is too weak even to challenge refutation. The government of 
Great Britain is no worse for its gold standard and that of China 
and Mexico no better for their silver standard. 

The commerce of modern times is incomparably greater than in 
former ages or when it was rigidly confined to a system of barter; 
but the more recent extensive introduction of paper currency, bills 
of exchange, and bank-checks, convertible into cash at the will of 
the holder, those “ wagons through the air” according to Adam 
Smith, have largely superseded both the holding and moving of 
large amounts of a metallic currency. The electric telegraph traus- 
fers credits from San Francisco to London and from New York to 
Hong Kong more swiftly than by the incantations of a magician. 
Even the accounts-current among traders or offsets of sales against 
purchases greatly reduce the amount of money passing from hand 
to hand. It is only the small remainders due after the final adjust- 
ments of trade which must be paid in coin or its equivalent, or 
less than 5 per cent. of paper money and only half of 1 per cent. 
of coin, and it is manifest that commercial transactions of greater 
magnitude than those in earlier days may be, and are, conducted now 
without the intervention of as much gold and silver as was once 
required. Where a sound, convertible paper currency prevails it is 
so much cheaper as well as more convenient that it cannot and 
should not be supplanted by anything more expensive and ciflicult 
to handle. 

At the same time there has been a large augmentation of the stock 
of both gold and silver by which the coinage systems of most nations 
have been heavily re-enforced, and the standard of money, including 
convertible paper, by reason of this universal augmentation, beyond 
all doubt, has fallen'so much as to have undoubtedly diminished its 
purchasing power, whether of the gold or silver standard. Prior to 


| the time of Columbus the annual supply of both metals did not ex- 


ceed $3,000,000 ; and Humboldt estimated the annual yield of Eu- 
ropean and Asiatic mines in 1500 at not more than $5,000,000. The 
annual yield of gold alone is now over $100,000,000, or twenty times 
greater. The money of the world enormously exceeds all ancient 
bounds, at a time when less is actually required or handled iu busi- 
ness of a far wider extent. ; ‘al 

The fall in the value of gold, arising throngh the influx from Cal- 
ifornia and Australia, has been moderately estimated at 20 per cent. 
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and consequently something near that additional sum has been re- | 
agired for business, equal only to the former amount, but this has 
heen wuch more than supplied by the four-fold annual production of 
cold. more having been produced within thirty years than all the 
~ vious stock of the world, Even now the annual gold product of 
a world, our own country included, exceeds that produced of both 
wold and silver only a few years ago, and now exceeds that of silver | 
hy about $25,000,000, and the new demands for it which have sprung 
up. though restraining fluctuations of value within narrow limits, 
will not prevent a further diminution of its purchasing power. 

The stability in the value of gold seems to be only very slightly 
oflected by a large inerease or decrease of its volume in any particu- | 


jar quarter or at any moment of time. It is enough that it is to be | 
had when wanted, and it comes forth from any hiding-place, ready 
for service or ready to emigrate. It is cosmopolitan, but stays where 
most wanted. France is said to have brought into her circulation 
from 1350 to 1858 while slightly underrating silver, $600,000,000 with- 
out aripple in the money-centers of the world. This was an absorp- 
tion by France in eight years of nearly one-half of the whole world’s 
produc tion in the preceding three hundred and fifty years. The Bank 
of France, in 1874, inereased its stock of bullion, nearly all gold, by 
$110,000,000, without any disturbance of the monetary affairs of com- 
mercial nations, and in 1876 the bank added to its stock of gold 
450,000,000 francs, or about $100,000,000. There was exported from 
England to the Hanse towns in 1871, 1872, and 1873 over $80,000,- 
000 in gold, with no other effect than a trifling rise at the Bank of 
England in the rate of interest, which receded again in 1274. Eng- 
land receives and parts with about $100,000,000 annually in the ordi- 
nary course of trade, or as much as was held prior to 1800 by the 
whole kingdom. 

In fifteen years, from 1851 to 1866, $500,000,000 of gold went from 
the United States across the Atlantic and was met in Europe by over 
800,000,000 from Australia; but this unprecedented influx did not 
sensibly affect the market, while a much smaller movement of silver 
strikes it with paralysis. Even our silver commission admit that “a 
surplus of silver in the London market of even so small an amount 
as $10,000,000 might cause a serious depreciation in its value.” 

Germany, in changing her currency from silver to gold, created no | 
searcity of gold; but her difficulty has been to rid herself of super- 
abundant silver. Other European nations during the same time, avoid- 
ing silver, appear to have added to their supplies of gold. 

In the United States, within the last year, besides the payment of 
over forty millions of the public debt and an excess of $199,271,779 
of exports over imports, the quantity of gold accumulated has also 
largely increased—since May last to the extent of over $50,000,000— | 
notwithstanding the inherent difficulty of retaining much coin prior 
to specie resumption, The Government, in addition to its own stock 
of $106,093,505.30, nearly all gold, was on the Ist of January the cus- 
todian of $33,424,900 belonging to other owners. Our mints, having 
furnished $32,000,000 of outstanding silver coins, have been coin- 
ing gold at the rate of about four millions per month, or forty-four | 
millions for the year. 

These facts tend to show that gold carries a fixedness of value far 
superior to that of silver, and that great local movements of a gold 
currency may take place without grossly affecting its stability. In 
the mountain ranges of the world gold is almost universally distrib- | 
uted, and uot merely in placer-washings, but three-fourths of it is 
found in quartz of equal hardness, requiring equal labor, and yields 
almost an equal percentage of gold, which makes it superior to all 
other known substances for standard money. There is a well-ascer- 
tained and abundant reserve, a floating supply for all wants; and 
the golden tide ebbs and flows to and from a1 markets, just as it 
goes in and out of all crucibles, without perceptible gain or loss. 

In these respects silver must take an inferior rank, as the unerring 
sagacity of Hamilton long ago foretold, and its normal lack of sta- 
bility is made conspicuous by any deficiency, or by any surplus, or 
when it anywhere ceases to be supported by legal authority, or to be 
propped up by gold. Its greater pak in proportion to value shirks 
oeomotion and drags itdown. The pillars of its temple yield at the 
lightest touch of Bismarck or of any other modern Samson. 

In the space of a quarter of a century, when the silver mines of 
Potosi barely added annually $11,000,000 to the world’s stock, silver 
fell, according to Adam Smith, to one-third of its previous value, and 
according to Francis Bowen to one-fourth. John Locke, in 1690, 
claimed that silver had fallen in value seven-tenths since the time 
of Henry VII, in consequence of the amount poured in from America; 
and from his fall it has never recovered. Will silver now withstand 
the much preater pressure upon its market value? Nevada began with 
producing $2,000,000 in 186], and, steadily increasing, brought forth 
more than ten times that amount in 1876, and is now, as I am in- 
formed, bringing forth at the rate of $2,400,000 per month. The yield 
in Coloraflo this year is expected to be threefold greater than that of | 
Nevada jn 1861. The world will take note of these facts. With a | 
doubled upply and a diminished demand, why should silver fetch its 
ancient price? As coin, under any and all circumstances, the use of 
silver annong the leading nations will hereafter be likely to be mainly 
confined to minor transactions or to the fractions used for change, | 
unless, with the dash of a forlorn hope, concurrent national action | 
cau be puccessfully invoked to secure a more unrestricted circula- | 
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A parade of the stability of silver at some limited periods of time 
to justify the conclusion of future stability is to lose sight of its 
general and present actual instability and of the enormously ex- 


| panded commerce of modern nations, as well as of the rapidity of its 
| movements, which there is no longer power in silver to regulate, but 
| which must itself thereby be regulated. 


In point of fact not enough 
ancient stability in the value of silver can be claimed to hide or pal- 
liate its present characteristic instabiJity, and that is now what is 
dreaded and most needs to be abated. The ratio of silver to gold in 
the time of Alexander or of Cesar is of little consequence, whether 
standing at 8 or 10 to 1, or whether 11 oreven 12 to 1; and investiga- 


| tion will show not merely the vibrations, but the downward and 


steadily decreasing value of silver. We are by no means curious 
about the value of the “thirty pieces of silver” pocketed by Judas. 
They were no doubt the coins of his fathers. We are dealing with 
the question as it dawns upon us in the light of the last quarter of 
the nineteenth century, The Director ot the Mint last year, in a 
pene of marked ability, showed that silver was subject to ever- 
veginning and never-ending variations of value, and that the varia- 
tions recently had been rapid and of startling magnitude. 

In six mouths, from January to July, 1876, the value of silver fell 
15 per cent., so that seventy-seven more grains of silver would have 
been required to make a silver dollar of equal value with the gold 
dollar in July than in the preceding January. 

Dut it may be said that if silver fell in the fore part of the year it 
subsequently rose, and that, from forty-six and three-quarters pence 
per ounce in July—equal to seventy-nine and a quarter cents for the 
silver dollar—it advanced to fifty-eight and a half pence in December, 
or 25 per cent. in fivemonths. Whether this was brought about by a 


| combination to curtail production, or to withhold silver from the 


market, or otherwise, it only confirms the fact of its instability of 
value. A sudden rise is as hurtful to stability as a sudden fall ; and 
yet, if silver were to rise above gold the silver-tongued orators, like 
Peter, would deny their master thrice before the crowing of the cock, 
But it seems that in the next four months, or by March, 1877, silver 
again fell to fifty-three and a half pence per ounce. It stands now 


| at fifty-three and five-eighths pence per ounce, having fallen nearly 


4 per cent. since the passage of the House bill. Instead of being 
stable, it swings back and forth with the solemn perseverance of 
the pendulum, only it fails to regain its ancient consideration, Its 
fickleness, in the words of Shakespeare— 

Is like a German clock, 

Still a-repairing; ever out of frame; 

And never going aright. 

No one can complain that the owners of silver “borrow money 

rather than force silver on a weak and falling market,” as they admit 


| they have done, and do not choose to dispose of it at low prices; they 


have as much right to combine as other men; and the silver-crowned 
monarchs cannot be expected to refrain from exercising all of their 


| legitimate prerogatives, including the nominal valuation of tbeir sil- 


ver mountains; but the public has an equal right to refrain from 
submitting to exorbitant demands; and the right especially to re- 
frain from a perpetual contract to stamp and accept millions of bul- 
lion at 9 or 10 per cent. above its market value. 

The great fertility, followed unfortunately too often by the sud- 
den temporary barrenness, of some of the Nevada silver mines—as in 
the case of the far-famed Emma mine~immensely aggravates the 
perturbations of silver as a standard of value. 

The variations in price of silver-mining stocks as daily reported at 
San Francisco, are in some measure an index to the fluctuations which 
must occur in the price of silver itself. An increase or decrease of 
the product increases or decreases the selling price of silver bullion 
as well as that of the share-stock of mines. In the same month a 
share of a particular mining stock has been sold for $700 and then 
for no more than $47; another for $425 and then for $190; and 
another for $315 and then for $100, Sometimes the prices of these 
stocks mount upward with equal celerity. Fortunes are made or 
lost in the twinkling of an eye. It is impossible, however to bo 
regretted, that the product of the mines should not in such mutations 
of price in the capital stock have some sympathetic relationship. Tho 
opening of a new bonanza or the abandonment of an old one might 
be of small account, but the daily fluctuations of the stock represent- 
ing our silver mines appear to be inevitable, and such fluctuations 
cannot be indefinitely multiplied, as they are by speculative stock- 
brokers, without producing constant changes of value in the metal 
itself. A depreciated standard dollar would be bad enough, but its 
instability would be infinitely worse. 

If it were to be declared that a peck measure should hereafter be 
counted as a bushel measure, in process of time we might become 
habituated to it; but if the peck measure had also a movable bot- 
tom and sometimes held but six or seven quarts instead of always 
eight, it would prove an intolerable cheat. Silver, as it seems to me, 
has no longer the stability required to withstand the lightest breeze 
of the market-places, and will be bent or prostrated whenever ex- 
posed to any monetary storm at home or abroad. 

It is asserted by some rather imaginative logicians that silver has 
not fallen, but that gold has risen in value. As ludicrously unten- 
able as this assertion appears upon its face, it may not be wholly 
amiss to place once more upon record its conclusive refutation by 
showing that gold has not only not risen in value as to other com- 
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modities in general, silver excepted, but that it has itself fallen in I have failed of my purpose if I have not shown that there 
value and no longer wields the purchasing power it possessed twenty- | been so large an increase of the stock of silver as of itself ¢ ' 
five years ago. If this has been or can be shown, it will then ap- : 
ear that silver has not only kept equal downward pace with gold, | Fora 
Cnt that it has had such alacrity in sinking as to find relatively a far | disuse of silver coinage. I have indicated the advisability aa 
lower deep. taining the co-operation of other leading nations, in fixing nyo, 
That gold has not risen in value may be proven by a comparison, | common ratio of value between gold and silver, before em) 
wherever the gold standard prevails, of the prices of various leading | upon a course of independent action from which there could 
articles now, in uniform and constant demand, with the prices main- | retreat. I have also attempted to show that, even in the Joy 
tained years ago. For this purpose I refer to the laboriously and | pecuniary sense of profit, the Government of the United State 
carefully prepared table of the London Economist. Thisineludes for- | could not be the gainer by proposing to pay either the Sahin 
ty-five staple commodities and exhibits the variations from 1245 to | debt or the United States notes in silver; that snch a eee 
1276. From this very elaborate comparison it is clearly shown that | would violate public pledges as to the whole, and violates existing 
gold has diminished in purchasing power since 1850 more than 20 per | statutes as to all that part of the debt contracted since 1870 | 
cent. The depreciation of silver is therefore inherent and independent, | for which gold has been received; that the remonetization of ‘sil 
greatly surpassing that of gold, and by no means can it be charge- | ver means the banishment of gold and our degradation among pa. 
able to any advance in the value of the latter metal. tions to the second or third rank; that it would be a sw seni 0 
For several years after 1797, during the war with Napoleon, so | per cent. reduction of all duties upon imports, requiring the impo- 
much irredeemable paper money had been issued in Great Britain as | sition of new taxes to that extent; that it would prevent the = 
to create a marked difference between it and gold; and therefore | ther funding of the public debt at a lower rate of interest and in 
gold when exchanged for paper bore a high premium. Strange as it | to the present holders of our 6 per cent. bonds a great advantage: 
may now appear, it was then fanatically asserted that the paper | that, instead of aiding resumption, it would only inflate a current ¥ 
money, 20 and even 30 per cent. below par, had not depreciated but | already too long depreciated, and consign it to a still lower yn ‘A 
that gold had risen in value. Even some of the directors of the | that, instead of being a tonic to spur idle capital once more into ac. 
Bank of England, with other financial experts, adopted this wild | tivity, it would be its bane, destructive of all vitality; and that as 
opinion; and it was not fully exploded until 1810, when the cele- | a permanent silver standard it would not only be void of all stability 
brated bullion report effectually refuted the transparent absurdity. | aud the dearest and clumsiest in its introduction and maintenance 
But the same jugglery of words survives, and it is even now some- | but that it would reduce the wages of labor to the full extent of the 
times boldly assumed that silver has not fallen in value, but that | difference there might be between its purchasing power and that of 
gold has risen. This opinion may be honestly entertained, as it was | gold. 
formerly relative to paper and gold in England; but it will be as Should the bill become the law of the land, without fundamental 
honestly and swiftly discarded whenever intelligently subjected to | amendments, and the evils I have anticipated not be verified, there 
any patient examination of the facts. All the world must confess | is no one who would rejoice more than myself; but I cannot shut 
that gold buys less of the necessaries of life than formerly. A larger | my eyes to the teachings of those eminent men who have adorned 
number of dollars is required to build up a moderate independence. | our own history in the conduct of our financial affairs; and I can- 
When it shall be necessary to refute the assertion that a stone upon | not avoid the conclusion that, while we may coin dollars containing 
being thrown into a river does not sink or is not subject to the laws | as little silver as we please, yet they will not secure more than a 
of gravity and that it is the water which rises above it, then it may | local recognition, nor exempt us from frequent and great disasters ; 
be necessary to further refute the idea that gold has risen and that | and at last we shall have none of that money which represents the 
silver has not fallen in value, but not till then. combined wants of the poor and the rich not less than those of the 
The interests of the States and Territories producing gold are not | great commercial interests of the human race. 
less in amount than those which produce mainly silver. Nevada, a Mr. WALLACE obtained the floor. 
silver and gold producing State, claims now a population of fifty-two Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
thousand; and California, a gold-producing State, had a population The motion was agreed to; and (at four o’clock and twenty min- 
at the last census of five hundred and sixty thousand and probably | utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. : 
one hundred thousand more now. Both are States of unexampled 
enterprise and intelligence. The empire State of the Pacific, bordered 
by Oregon, a growing empire on the north, certainly should not be 
wholly ignored; and yet it is proposed to sacrifice that interest, - cee fe 
which hes given to it and to ee whale Pacitic coast perhaps its HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
rreatest historic prominence—that interest with which all of its : ss an a 
fodeutries, shennan, and affections are indissolubly interwoven— Monpaéy, January 28, 1878. 


without giving to any other State or Territory any real or permanent The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
benefit. The production of gold,even in Nevada, surpasses that of | W. P, Harrison. - 


other States, Let us try to take care of both silver and gold, andin | The Journals of Friday and Saturday last were read and approved. 
taking care of both to take care of nothing less than the whole SS sacha 
country. ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Certainly it may be questionable whether the interests of the The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at eighteen minutes 
silver-producing States and Territories would not be injured rather | past twelve o’clock. This being Monday, the first business in order 
than promoted by a solitary attempt here to remonetize the silver | }8 the call of States and Territories, commencing with the State of 
dollar. A more extensive and continuous demand will be needed, | Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference 
and we cannot afford to encourage the wider disuse of silver as money | to appropriate committees. Under this call joint resolutions and 
in Europe by opening here to its idle surplus even a temporary though | memorials of State and territorial Legislatures are in order. 
narrow market. If we would really restore silver to the monetary Mr. BANNING. I ask that by unanimous consent the call proceed 
systems of the world and prevent its further degradation, we shouid | until all the States and Territories are called. 
refuse to touch it until other nations are ready to join us. Theown- There was no objection. 
ers even of silver mines, unless largely in debt, which would not SALARIES OF PENSION AGENTS. 


often happen, will not be benefited so greatly as their ill-advisers Mr. POWERS introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 96) asking 
seem to anticipate by making silver an unlimited legal tender, as its | jnformation of the Secretary of the Interior as to salaries of agents 
exchangeable value cannot thereby be permanently increased. For | ¢o, yaying pensions; which was read a first and second time, referred 


them it might be far better to make at once and forever a larger de- | to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
mand for silver by courting concurrent action among nations or by : 


increasing the amount of pure silver in the coinage issued, so as LIGHT-HOUSE AND FOG-BELL AT BOOTH, MAINE. . 
to make it equal even now with the standard of gold. Suchastand-| Mr. LINDSEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2708) for the establish- 
ard would at least remove from it some share of the world’s repug- | ment of a light-house and fog-bell at or near the Hypocrites, eastern 
nance. It would be an honest dollar. entrance to Booth Bay, Maine; which was read a first and second 
To adopt any measure now with a provision for a subsequent con- | time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
vention of nations would be like committing suicide with a promise | printed. 
to send for a surgeon to make a subsequent post mortem a. ENLARGEMENT OF ARMY MEDICAL MUSEUM GROUNDS. 
Pass a silver bill with a ratio utterly discordant with gold, unsup- : : : : No. 97) au- 
ported by any allies in Europe, and a step will have been taken that ee aeeeenees & Sted epitive ( F- part of sub- 
cannot be retraced for generations to come, and if ever retraced the | + 92 ne 307 we heate Du trict of C lumbia for the purpose 
»rocess will be painfal, difficult, and expensive. The blunder will | poe Se Ser ae ms eure 
i ’ ’ of enlarging the grounds of the Army Medical Museum ani to se 


% practically incurable. : oes Saag : oad a first and 
It cannot be for the interest or the honor of the United States, | pene gem mae phy os A ee Salidiags and 
, 


while possessed of any healthy national pride, to resort to any ex- | : 

pedient of bankrupt governments to lower the money standard of | Grounds, and ordered to be printed. : 

the country. That standard should keep us “four square” to the EXTENSION OF MONEY-ORDER SYSTEM. Me 
world and give us equal rank in the advanced civilization and in-| Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2709) authorizing the 
dustrial enterprise of all the great commercial nations. | Postmaster-General to extend the money-order system to post-offices 
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a positive reduction of its value; and that this result has tele 


firmed and made irreversible by the new and extensive 
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not now recognized as entitled tobe made money-order offices; which | relief of the tobacco trade; which was read a first and second time, 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS LUCAS. 


Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2710) for the relief 
of Thomas Lucas; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 

THOMAS BUROUGHS, 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2711) granting a pension 
to Thomas Buroughs, late a private in Company G, First Vermont 
Cavalry Regiment; which was read a first and second time, referred 
tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PUNISHMENT FOR LARCENY. 

Mr. BUTLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2712) to amend section 
5356 of the Revised Statutes so as to change the punishment for lar- 
ceny; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

REORGANIZATION OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2713) to reorganize 
the courts of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TITEODORE C. RAY. 

Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2714) granting an 
increase of pension to Theodore C. Ray; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

WILLIAM G. LANGFORD. 

Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2715) to restore to 
William G. Langford the possession of a tract of land in Idaho Terri- 
tory ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES M. CUMMING AND OTHERS. 

Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2716) for the relief 
of James M. Cumming, Hamilton J. Miller, and William McRoberts ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. RYAN. 

Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2717) to grant a 
pension to Mary E. Ryan, widow of George Parker Ryan, deceased, 
late commander of the United States steamer Huron; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BUTLER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2718) to amend cer- 
tain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to the District of Colum- 
bia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MERCHANT SEAMEN. 

Mr. CRAPO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2719) to amend title 53 of 

the Revised Statutes, relating to merchant seamen; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


JOHN MURPHY. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2720) for the relief of John Murphy, of Chicopee, Massachusetts ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PENSIONS FOR LIEUTENANT-COMMANDERS, 

Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2721) to provide a pension 
for lieutenant-commanders in the United States Navy; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR AT NORWALK, CONNECTICUT. 


Mr. WARNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2722) making an appro- 
priation for oe the improvement of the harbor at Norwalk, 
in Connecticut ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR AT BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT. 

Mr. WARNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2723) making an 
appropriation for continuing the improvement of the harbor at 
Bridgeport, in the State of Connecticut; which was read a first and 
Sa ae referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 

» printed. 


AMERICAN GROCERY ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK. 


Posy MULLER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2724) for 

ro relief of the American Grocery Association of the State of New 

ork; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
TOBACCO TRADE. 


Mr. McCOOK (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2725) for the 





referred to the Committec of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 
JOIN M. BREDELL. 

_Mr. BENEDICT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2726) granting a pen- 
sion to John M. Bredell; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DANIEL VAN HORN. 

Mr. BENEDICT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2727) for the relief 
of Daniel Van Horn, assignee of James Van Horn, deceased; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

GRAND ISLAND A PORT OF ENTRY. 

Mr. BENEDICT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2728) constitut- 
ing the towns of Grand Island, Tonawanda, and Wheattield, in the 
State of New York, a port of entry and delivery; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
erdered to be printed. 

THOMAS ALLCOCK. 

Mr. HART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2729) granting a pension to 
Thomas Allcock, of Rochester, New York; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REVISION OF PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. HART also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2730)to revise, consolidate, 
and amend the statutes relating to patents and copyrights; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

DARIUS DAVIS. 

Mr. HART also introduced a bill (IT. R. No. 2731) for the relief of 
Darius Davis, of Charlotte, New York; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MULDA L. BARNARD. 

Mr. HART also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2732) granting a pen- 
sion to Hulda L. Barnard, of Albion, New York; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN L. MACAULEY. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2733) 
for the relief of John L. Macauley, assignee of William Bailey; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND BRAZIL. 

Mr. BUNDY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2734) to authorire the es- 
tablishment of steamboat mail service between the United States and 
the Empire of Brazil ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. 

Mr. LAPHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2735) in relation to the 
Congressional Library, and fixing the hours for opening and closing 
the same; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library, and ordered to be printed. 

FREDERICK W. POSTHOFF 

Mr. LAPHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2736) to pay Fred- 
erick W. Posthoff for stores captured by the United States forces at 
Lexington, Missoari ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MARIA L, LEE. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2737) 
granting a pension to Maria L. Lee; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

LIGHT-HOUSE SITES. 

Mr. CUTLER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2738) author- 
izing the Light-House Board to lease the shore and adjacent waters of 
the light-house sites ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

APPOINTMENT OF RECEIVERS. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2739) to amend 
section 5 of an act authorizing the appointment of receivers of na- 
tional banks, and for other purposes, approved June 30, 1876; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2740) to amend 
section 5182 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. DEERY. 
Mr. MACKEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2741) gragting a pension 
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to William H. Deery, of Company G, Second Penusylvania Volun- 
teers of Mexican war; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. WRIGHT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2742) to provide for a 
more economic and accurate survey of the public lands; which was 
read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET JONES. 


Mr. O'NEILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2743) granting a pension 
to Margaret Jones; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF CIGARS. 

Mr. BRIDGES introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 98) in re- 
lation to the sale of cigars; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ANN MARIA BISCOE. 


Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2744) granting a pension 
to Aun Maria Biscoe, widow of General George B. Biscoe, late major of 
Nineteenth Regiment Maryland Volunteers of war of 1812 ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


MAY FRANCES LEWIS. 

Mr. HUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2745) referring the claim 
of May Frances Lewis to the Court of Claims; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN B. SUGG. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2746) 
for the relief of John B. Sugg, of North Carolina; which was read a 
liret and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed, 

MRS, A. P. BELL. 


Mr. YEATES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2747) for the relief of 
Mrs. A. P. Bell, of Bertie County, North Carolina; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Poust-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


LIGHT-HOUSE, FORT MACON, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. WADDELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2748) to establish a 
light-house near Fort Macon, North Carolina, and to provide lights 
at the mouth of New River and in Cove Sound; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH BOST. 

Mr. STEELE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2749) for the relief of 
Joseph Bost; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

REGULATION OF APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. BROGDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2750) to equalize and 
regulate appointments to office and secure to all the States and Ter- 
ritories their equal and proper share of patronage in the civil service 
of the Government according to the population of each; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Reform 
in the Civil Service, and ordered to be printed. 

JERRY ROBLNSON. 

Mr. BROGDEN (by request) also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2751) 
granting av increase of pension to Jerry Robinson ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

M. R. CLARK. 
Mr. AIKEN introdueed a bill (H. R. No. 2752) for the relief of M. 


R. Clark, adjutant of the Palmetto Regiment in the late Mexican | 


war; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES B. GLASS. 

Mr. AIKEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2753) for the relief of 
the heirs of James B. Glass, a wounded soldier of the Palmetto Regi- 
ment in the late Mexican war; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed, 

ASSISTANT TREASURER, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. AIKEN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2754) to re-establish 
the oftice of assistant treasurer of the United States at Charleston, 
South Carolina; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

THEODORE C. RAY. 


Mr. RAINEY introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2755) granting an increase 
of pension to Theodore C, Ray ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, 
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ROBERT J. SMITH. 


Mr. HARTRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2756) to give th 
Court of Claims jurisdiction to hear and determine the ¢lyin 
Robert J. Smith, of Wayne County, Georgia; which was rea af : 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary os 
ordered to be printed. — 

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2757) to pro- 
vide for the survey of the Chattahoochee River in the State of 
Georgia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, a 


ARMS FOR THE MILITIA OF GEORGIA. 
Mr. CANDLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2758) to advance to the 
State of Georgia arms for the militia to the amount of $3,000; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili. 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
MARGARET A. SPENCER. 
Mr. JONES, of Alabama, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 27 


‘ : 2759) grant. 
ing a pension to Margaret A. Spencer; which was read a tirst and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
. © ’ 
and ordered to be priuted. 
HOMESTEADS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. SINGLETON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2760) to extend the 
time for proving occupancy of homesteads on the public lands in the 
State of Mississippi ; which was read a first and second time, refered 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

TIMBER SEIZURES IN MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. SINGLETON also presented a memorial of the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi in regard to the seizure of timber by United 
States marshals; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

EDWARD H. WILSON. 


Mr. ELLIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2761) for the relief of Ed- 
ward H. Wilson, of New Orleans, Louisiana ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
te be printed. 

SAMUEL G. CABELL. 

Mr. DARRALL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2762) for the relief of 
Samuel G. Cabell; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SCHOONER ROOSTER. 


Mr. DARRALL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2763) to change 
the name of the schooner Rooster, of Brashear, Louisiana, to the 
name of Louise; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORIAL JUDGES. 


Mr. LEONARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2764) providing that 
the judges of the supreme courts of the Territories of the United 
States shall hold their offices during good behavior ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LIMITING NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. LEONARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2765) fixing the 
number of Representatives in the Congress of the United States at 
one hundred and fifty members ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, and 
ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2766) to regulate 
the adjustment of pension cases; to authorize the appointment of 
pension surgeons ; to repeal sections 4744, 4771, 4772, 4773, 4774, 4779, 
4777, and 4785; to amend section 4776; and to limit the application 
of sections 4768, 4769, and 4786 of the Revised Statutes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee ov luvalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN M, STUTER. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2767) grant- 
ing a pension to John M. Stuter, bugler of Company I, Fourth Regi- 
ment Ohio Vounlteer Cavalry ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MARY A. ALLEN. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 276%) granting 
a pension to Mary A. Allen, widow of George B. Allen, late of Com- 
pany G, Fourth Michigan Cavalry; which was read a first and s¢ cond 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CATHARINE H. GALLAGHER. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2769) granting 
an increase of pension to Catharine H. Gallagher, widow of Coptais 
John Gallagher, late United States Navy; which was read a first an¢ 
second time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 











THOMAS M’GOVERN. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2770) granting 
a pm nsion to Thomas MeGovern, Company H, First Regiment West 
Virginia Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, referrred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


FUNERAL EXPENSES OF LIEUTENANT JOHN G. KYLE. 

Mr. MCMAHON introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 2771) for the payment 
of the funeral expenses of Lieutenant John G. Kyle; which was read 
a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
aud ordered to be printed. 


MATTHEW DOUGHERTY. 


Mr. VAN VORHES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2772) granting a 
pension to Matthew Dougherty, late a private of Company K, Sixty- 
second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NULLIFICATION OF PUBLIC-BUILDING CONTRACTS. 

Mr. SAYLER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2773) to 
ratify the nullification of certain contracts for public buildings; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

LYDIA A. MORRIS. 

Mr. GARDNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2774) granting a pen- 
sion to Lydia A. Morris, widow of the late John K. Morris, Company 
K. Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MISS AMANDA STOKES. 

Mr. GARDNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2775) granting a 
pension to Miss Amanda Stokes ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DECREES OF UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2776) 
for the enforcement of judgments and decrees of the United States 
courts in other districts and States than those in which they have 
been rendered; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY HAMILTON. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2777) authorizing Henry 
Hamilton, a deacon of the Christian church at Danville, Kentucky, 
to sue in the Court of Claims for property taken by the Union Army 
in the late war; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN C. HERNDON. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2778) for 
the benefit of John C. Herndon, of Maysville, Kentucky ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES U. T. CURD. 


Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2779) for the relief of 
James U. T. Curd, of Whitley County, Kentucky ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, andordered 
to be printed. 

J. 8 WADSWORTH AND OTHERS. 


Mr. CARLISLE introduced bill (H. R. No. 2780) to refund to John 
8. Wadsworth and others, of Pendleton, Kentucky, $300 each, with 
interest thereon from the 30th day of July, 1864, on account of the 
same having been illegally collected from them under color of com- 
mutation money, &c.; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ISAAC N. WEBB. 

Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2781) for the re- 
lief of Isaac N. Webb, of Harrison County, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

FRANKLIN SEMINARY. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2782) 
for the relief of the Franklin Seminary, of Simpson County, State of 
Kentucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


W. A. MELWAIN, 
5 CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
+783) for the relief of W. A. McElwain, of Franklin, Kentucky ; which 
was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ee 


EDWARD GREEN. 


onli. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
whee for the relief of Edward Green, of Barren County, Kentucky ; 


Ww 


ich was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
ar Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
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JAMES W. HERNDON, 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (TH. R. No. 
2785) for the relief of James W. Herndon, administrator of Peter 
Burr, deceased, of Simpson County, Kentucky; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ALLEN COUNTY, KENTUCKY. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
~786,) for the relief of Allen County, State of Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ALLEN BRADSHAW. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2787) for the relief of Allen Bradshaw, of Barren County, Kentucky; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, RUSSELLVILLE, KENTUCKY. 
Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
83) for the relief of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, of Rus- 
sellville, Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be priuted. 
A. DRAIN. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
2789) for the relief of A. Drain, of Allen County, Kentucky; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

C. T. AND T. R. EUBANK, 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2790) for the relief of C. T. and T. R. Eubank, of the county of Simp- 
son, in the State of Kentucky; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


27 


MRS. MARGARET G. LOVELL. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2791) grant- 
ing an additional pension to Mrs. Margaret G. Lovell, widow of the 
late General Charles 8. Lovell; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

J. R. MIDDLETON. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2792) 
for the reliefof J. R. Middleton, of Louisville, Kentucky ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee ou War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

B. F. GUTHRIE. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2793) 
for the relief of B. F. Guthrie, of Louisville, Kentucky; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES P. M’COLLUM. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (IT. R. No. 2794) 
for the relief of James P. McCollum, of Louisville, Kentucky; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HAMILTON T. FIGG. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (I. R. No. 2795) 
for the relief of Hamilton T. Figg, of Louisville, Kentucky; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PAY OF RAILROAD EMPLOYFS. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a bill (1H. R. No. 2796) to secure the 
pay of wages due to employés on railroads engaged in interstate 
commerce; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 


one 


MARY ANN HARE. 


Mr. ATKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2797) for the relief of 
Mary Ann Hare; which was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
DISCLOSURE OF TELEGRAMS. 

Mr. ATKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. ) to make the 
disclosure of private telegrams a misdemeanor in the District of 
Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

RUFUS P. WALT. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2799) for the relief of 
Rufus P. Walt, of Shelby County, Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ALSTON M. BOYD AND RUFUS P. WALT. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced.a bill (H. R. No. 2800) for the relief of 
Alston M. Boyd and Rufus P. Walt, of Shelby County, Tennessee ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
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ENOCH TAYLOR. 
Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (IH. BR. No. 2801) for the relief of 
Enoch Taylor, of Cincinuati, Ohio; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


JULIA ANN CARTER. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2202) for the relief 
of Julia Ann Carter, widow of Benjamin Carter, deceased ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred tothe Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM CLIFT. 

Mr. DIBRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2803) for the relief of 
William Clift, of Hamilton County, Tennessee ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

STEWART COLLEGE. 

Mr. HOUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2804) for the relief of 
Stewart College, of Clarksville, inthe State of Tennessee ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on WarClaims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CLARKSVILLEE LODGF F. A. M., NO. ®9. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2805) for the relief of 
Clarksville Lodge F. A. M. No. #9, of the State of Tennessee; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM TERRELL. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (HH. R. No. 2806) for the relief of 
William Terrell, of Clarksville, in the Stateof Tennessee ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOUN C. GILLUM. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (1H. R. No. 2307) for the relief of 
John C. Gillum, of Clarksville, in the State of Tennessee ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

DICK MUMFORD. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2808) for the relief of 
Dick Mumford, of Clarksville, Tennessee; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed, 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2309) for the relief of 
the Presbyterian church of Clarksville, in the State of Tennessee ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred tothe Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


WILLIAM A. AND ADELICIA CHEATITAM, 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2210) for the relief of 
William A. and Adelicia Cheatham, for money illegally assessed and 
paid to the Government under protest; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TAXES ON DISTILLED SPIRITS. 

Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2811) providing that in 
the collection of the taxes on distilled spirits the only allowance to 
the manufacturer shall be a half gallon for wastage and that no 
allowance shal! be made for fractions and corrections of volume ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


BETSY FRY. 

Mr. CALKINS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2812) for the relief of 
Betsy Fry, widow of Alfred Fry ; which was read a tirst and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

AARON II. MILLER. 

Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2813) for the relief 
of Aaron H. Miller; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ANN N. MORRISON. 

Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2814) for the relief 
of Ann N. Morrison; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

EBENEZER FARWELL, 

Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2815) for the relief 
of Ebenezer Farwell; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, 

JAMES W. TIMMONS, 

Mr. CALKINS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2816) for the relief 
of James W. Timmons; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MICHAEL KELLEY, 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2817) to 
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remove the charge of desertion from the military record of Mich» ‘] 
Kelley, late a corporal in Company K, Sixteenth Regiment Indians 
Volunteers ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 7 


G. AND J. W. GOFF & CO. 

Mr. BROWNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2818) for the relies 
G. and J. W. Gott & Co., of the city of Aurora, Indiana; which 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of W 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

CAPTAIN J. R. MADISON, 

Mr. HENDERSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2819) granting a 

pension to Captain J. R. Madison; which was read a first and sex ona 


time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 
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REFUNDING THE NATIONAL DEBT. 


Mr. LATHROP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2820) to amend the act 
entitled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt.” 
approved July 14, 1870, and to provide for issuing 4 per cent. lawfy]- 
money bonds ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


OBSTRUCTION OF INTERSTATE COMMERCE. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois, (by reqnest,) introduced a Will (TH. R. 
No, 2821) to punish the forcible obstruction of interstate commerce 
upon railroads; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY WALSH. 

Mr. HARRISON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2822) for 
the relief of Mary Walsh, guardian of Redmond Walsh; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN W. CHICKERING. 

Mr. HARRISON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2223) to authorize 
the restoration of John W. Chickering to the rank of first lieutenant: 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL JACOBS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2824) 
for the relief of Daniel Jacobs; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM E. TAYLOR. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (TH. R. No. 
2825) granting a pension to William E. Taylor; which was read a 
first and second time, ‘eferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ord :red to be prinied. 

JOHN Il. FARRELL. 

Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2826) granting a pen- 
sion to John II. Farrell, late a pilot on the United States steamer 
Moose, in the Mississippi squadron; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

RETIREMENT OF NATIONAL-BANK NOTES. 

Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2827) to retire the cir- 
culation of the national-bank notes, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FINLEY. I ask that the bill be read in fall. 

The bill was read, referred to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, and ordered to be printed. 


CIRCUIT COURT OF TITE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. POLLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2828) to amend section 
3 of an act entitled “An act to determine the jurisdiction of tbe circuit 
courts of the United States and to regulate the removal of causes 
from State courts, and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1575; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committce 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM II. MOORE AND ANN E, MITCHELL. 

Mr. COLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2829) for the relief of Will- 
iam H. Moore and Ann E. Mitchell, for depredations committed by 
Cheyenne Indians; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT SAINT JOSEPH, MISSOURI. 


Mr. REA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2830) to provide for the con- 
struction of a public building at the city of Saint Joseph, in the State 
of Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 

METROPOLITAN POLICE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. GLOVER (by request) introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2°31) to make 
certain changes in the organization of the Metropolitan police force 
of the District of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 








WITNESSES BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GLOVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2832) to amend sec- 
sng JOL, 102, 103, and 104 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
jonas s: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
tee on the Rules, and ordered to be printed. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr. GLOVER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No 2833) to 
mprov e and reform the civil service of the Executive Departinnents ; 
whic , was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee ou 
Civil Service Reform, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH I. POWELL, 

Mr. METCALFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2834) granting a pen- 
sion to Elizabeth I. Powell ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


mittee 0 


A. J. VANARSDALE, 


Mr. METCALFE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2835) granting a 
pension to A. J. Vanarsdale ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOSEPH GAILEY. 

Mr. METCALFE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2836) granting a 
pension to Joseph Gailey ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, aud ordered to be 
printed. 

HIRAM A, RICE, 

Mr. METCALFE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2837) for the re- 
lief of Hiram A. Rice ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES T. TISDALE. 

Mr. METCALFE also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2838) granting a 
pension to James T. Tisdale; which was read a first anc second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

GEORGE SHAW. 

Mr. METCALFE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2839) granting a 
pension to George Shaw; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILL A. E. TISDALE. 

Mr. GAUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2840) for the relief of Will 
A. k. Tisdale, of Prairie County, Arkansas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Comwmittee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

LOUISE VON PUCHELSTRIN. 

Mr. SLEMONS (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2841) for 
the relief of Mrs. Louise von Puchelstein, widow of Major Anton 
von Pachelstein ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN P. M’CAWN. 

Mr. SLEMONS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2842) to remove 
the political disabilities of John P. McCawn, of the State of Arkan- 
sas; Which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

TAKING TESTIMONY IN COURTS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2843) to 
provide for taking testimony for the courts of the District of Colum- 
bia; which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

MICHIGAN AND OHIO RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2844) to de- 
clare that certain lands granted to the State of Michigan in trust to 
aid in the construction of certain rai.roads have reverted to the 
Vaited States,and to donate the same to the Michigan and Ohio 
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M. F. Clark ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. CUMMINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2849) to equalize the 
bounties of soldiers who served in the late war for the Union ; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. SAMPSON, I ask that the bill be read at length. 

Ihe bill was read at length; and was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM D. OYLER. 

Mr. CLARK, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2850) for the 
relief of William D. Oyler; which was read a tirst and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

PATENTS. 

Mr. SAMPSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2851) to amend section 
48386 in relation to obtaining patents; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, aud ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES M. RUBY. 

Mr. BOUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2852) for the relief of 
James M. Ruby; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CATHARINE SULLIVAN. 

Mr. BOUCK also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2853) 
for the relief of Catharine Sullivan, of Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMODORE WILLIAM B. WHITNEY. 

Mr. LYNDE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2854) for the relief of 
Commodore William B. Whitney, United States Navy; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF STAMP ACT, ETC. 

Mr. CASWELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2855) to amend the 
stamp act and limit the use of stamps to checks drawn by a bank, 
and to repeal so much of section 3408 of the Revised Stututes as 
levies a tax upon deposits; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SECTION 2261 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. LUTTRELL (by request) introduced a bill (I. R. No. 2356) to 
amend section 2261 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TWELFTH KENTUCKY INFANTRY. 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (1H. R. No. 2857) for the relief of 
the members of the Twelfth Kentucky Infantry; which wus read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Attairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HERMAN NETTLEFIELD. 

Mr. STEWART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2858) granting a pen- 
sion to Herman Nettletield ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

AMENDMENT OF ARMY APPROPRIATION ACT, 1875. 

Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (IL. R. Ne. 2859) to amend an act en- 
titled ‘‘ An act making appropriations for the support of the Army 
for the fiscal] year ending June 30, 1576, and for other purposes,” ap- 
proved March 3, 1875; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


| printed. 


Kailway Company, and for other purposes; which was read a first | 


aud second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


JOSHUA T. FISHBURN. 

Mr. WILLITS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2845) for the relief of 
Joshua T. F ishburn, late of the Fifteenth Michigan Infantry ; which 
Was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM MARVIN. 
wit DAV IDSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2846) for the relief of 
liam Marvin; which was read a first and secoud time, referred 
to (he Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
JAPANESE INDEMNITY FUND. 
Mr. SCHLEICHER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2847) in relation 


to the Japanese 
time 


printed, 


M. F. CLARK. 
Mr. DEERING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2848) for the relief of 


indemnity fund; which was read a first and second | 


 Teferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be | to provide s building for the use ct the United States district aud 


| circuit courts, the post-office, internal revenue, and other United 


DISTRICT COURT OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
Mr. WILSON introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 2°60) changing the times 
for holding terms of the district court for the district of West Vir- 


| ginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
REPEAL OF RESUMPTION ACT, ETC. 

Mr. KENNA introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 99) relating 
to the repeal of the resumption act, remonetization of silver, and the 
legal-tender currency ; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to 
be printed. 

LEWIS J. BOYER. 

Mr. WELCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2861) for the relief of 
Lewis J. Boyer; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

COURT-HOUSE AT DENVER, COLORADO. 
Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2862) 


States offices at Denver, Colorado; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
aud ordered to be printed. 
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WAR EXPENSES OF KANSAS, ETC. 
Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2803) to reimburse the States of Kansas, Texas, Nebraska, and Col- 
orado for expenses incurred by said States for the United States in 
repelling invasion and suppressing Indian hostilities; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
TIMBER ON WESTERN PRAIRIES. 
Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2364) to amend the acts 
approved March 3, 1873, and March 13, 1874, to encourage the growth 
of timber on western prairies; which was read a tirst and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed, 


PRANSPORTATION OF JOHN J. MANUEL AND OTHERS. 


Mr. FENN introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 100) providing 
for transportation by the military authorities of John J. Manuel and 
two infant daughters from Camp Howard, Idaho Territory, to Har- 
per’s Ferry, West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Alfiuirs, aud ordered to be 
printed, 

ONDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Cha‘r will now recognize gentlemen who 
were not in their seats when their States were called for the introduc- 
tion of bills and joint resolutions. 

REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2865) to reorganize the 
Army of the United States, to consolidate certain of its statf de- 
partments, to reduce the cost of its support, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affurs, and ordered to be printed, 

PAY OF ARMY. 

Mr. BANNING also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2266) to regulate 

the pay and allowauces of officers and certain enlisted men in the 


Army; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 
COLUMBIA TURNPIKE ROADS COMPANY. 

Mr. TUCKER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2867) refer- 
ring the clann of the Columbia Turnpike Roads Company to the 
Court of Cla ms; which was read a tirst and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Ek. B. AND C. B. MEREDITH, 

Mr. TUCKER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2868) referring the 
claim of Elizabeth B. Meredith and Charles B. Meredith to the Court 
of Claims; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

LUMBER AND LOG INTEREST OF MISSISSIPPI, 


Mr. HOOKER presented a joint memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi, in reference to the lumber and log interest of 
that State 

Mr. HOOKER. Task that the joint memorial be read. 

The joint memorial was read. 

Mr. HOOKER. 1 move that the joint memorial be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and that it be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the memorial should go to the 
Committee on Public Lands, to which a memorial of a like character 
has already been referred this morning. 

Mr. HOOKER. The memorial proposes a speedier remedy than that 
furnisbed by the ordinary sittings of the courts. I think, therefore, 
it should go to the Judiciary Committee. I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The memorial, as the gentleman mekes that re- 
quest, will be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and will 
be printed, 

W. A. BENEFIEL. 

Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2869) for the relief of Will- 
iam A. Benetiel, of Sullivan County, lodiana; which was read a first 
aud second time, referred to the Committee on WarClaims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

WARRANTS TO MATES OF UNITED STATES NAVY. 

Mr. KIMMEL introduced a bill (I. R. No, 2870) to grant the mates 

of the United States Navy warrants; which was read a first and sec- 
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Virginia; which was read a first and second time, 


| sundry executive communications and other commuuicatio: 


| ernor of California, transmitting a memorial of the senate of 


| tee on Education and Labor. 


| oflicers be dropped from the rolls of the Army; which was referred 


ond time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to | 


be printed, 
HORACE WOODMAN, 

Mr. REED introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2871) for the relief of Horace 
Woodman; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

ESTATE OF WILLIAM LUCAS. 

Mr. MARTIN introdnced a bill (H. R. No. 2872) for the relief of the 
estate and heirs of William Lucas, deceased, of Jefferson County, 
West Virginia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT COURTS OF WEST VIRGINIA, 

Mr. MARTIN also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2874) changing the 

time for holding terms of the district courts of the district of West 
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referred to ¢ 


Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed, . 
ISABELLA SAMPLE, 

Mr. BAYNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2875) granting 4 » : 

to Isabella Sample, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; which wa. : 


is 


tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Rey, it do 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
BIGSBY FE. DODSON. 
Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill (fH. R. No. 2876) for the relief of p 


E. Dodson, of McLean County, Ilinois; which was read a (ir fo : 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensivys ; 
ordered to be printed. or 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The business of the morning hour having Je 
completed, under the understanding of the House, the Chai; ' 
ask consent of the House, at this time, to place before the [J 


HhOlse 


18 Lot of 


executive character. Is there objection? 
No objection was made. 
KICKAPOO INDIANS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Interior, concerning the desire of certain Kickapoo Indians, 
now located in Mexico, to return to the United States 


>; Which 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


CHINESE QUESTION? 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from t! 


the goy- 


State upon the Chinese question; which was referred to the Coumit 


ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the S« 
tary of War, transmitting a recommendation that certain medi 


re- 
il 


Acrret 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
WILLIAM JOHNSON & CO. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Seer 
tary of War, transmitting information in regard to the claim of \ 
iam Johnson & Co., of Luinois; which was referred to the ( 
tee on War Claims. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the See 

tary of War, transmitting an account of the receipts and expendi 


re. 


eS 
of the United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1574; which 
was referred to the Committee of Appropriations. 
REPAIR OF THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT BUILDING. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 


of the Interior, calling the attention of Congress to the necessity tui 
the repair of that portion of the Interior Department building dam- 
aged by tire September 25, 1877; which was referred to the Comuiitice 
on Appropriations. 

WRECK OF THE STEAMER ADDIE WALTER. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, relative to the wreck of the Steamer Addie 
Walter; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

CLAIM OF WILLIAM WARD. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting copies of all papers oa the tiles of the 
Quartermaster-General’s Office relating to the claim of William W ard, 
of Virginia; which was referred to the Committee on War Clatius. 





BUILDING AT POINT SAN JOSf, CALIFORNIA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting a report upon the building put up on Point 
San José reservation, California; which was referred to the Cou- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

INTEREST ON CURRENCY AND BONDS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with the House 
resolution in reference thereto, a statement of sums paid for interest 
in coin and currency upon bonds held by national banks; which was 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SURVEY OF GRAND MARAIS TIARBOR, MICHIGAN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting the report of the survey of Grand Marais 
Harbor, Michigan; which was referred to the Committee on Cour 
merce, 

FORT BROWN, TEXAS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, relating to the matter of the purchase of Fort Br wh, 
Texas; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


CRIMINAL PROSECUTION IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from Columbus 
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\Jexander, reciting the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of August 1, 1876, in reference to criminal prosecution in the District | 
Columbia, and alleging that the Attorney-General and the Soli- } 
oy General have not complied with said law, and asking that the 
‘oth of certain charges in support of said allegations be investi- 
vated: which was referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 





— ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the » had examined and foand truly enrolled a bill of the following 


title; when the Speaker signed the same: 


ty act (HL. R. No. 542) to change the location and name of the 


Mincre’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. EpeN was granted indefinite leave of absence on account of 
sickness in his family. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, asked and obtained unanimous con- 
wnt for the withdrawal from the files of the House of papers in the 
claim of Surgeon B.D. J. Irwin, United States Army, no adverse 
report having been made. 


DEAF AND DUMB ASYLUM, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment of JULIAN HarTRIDGE, 
of Georgia, and WILLIAM CLAFLIN, of Massachusetts, as directors of 
the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, District of Columbia. 


WRECK OF STEAMER HURON, 

Mr. YEATES. I ask unanimous consent to have read and printed 
in the Recorp a preamble and resolutions adopted at a meeting of 
citizens in my district in regard to charges made against them by 
Lieutenant Walton in relation to the wreck of the United States 
steamer Huron. And I will state that I know these people from 
whom these resolutions emanate, and I can say that the cry of 
distress so often heard upon that stormy coast has never yet been 
nuheeded by the people there and they have always been ready to 
risk their lives and property to aid those wrecked upon that coast. 
And I will further state that in my belief the report of Lieutenant 
Walton to the Secretary of the Treasury does that people gross in- 





: being no objection, the preamble and resolutions were read, 
as follows: 
Whereas charges in reference to the conduct of the citizens of Currituck and 
Counties, in North Carolina, living near the seacoast and who were pres 
1 the United States steamer Huron was wrecked, have been published as 
on from a report of one Lieutenant Walter Walton to the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States, which charges have been published by the press of 
the country and been made the subjectof unfriendly public comment; and 
reas these charges are derogatory tothe good name of the citizensof these 
es, to the Albemarle section, and to the State of North Carolina, and unjustly 
resent them to have acted as if devoid of the common feelings of humanity, and 
remained without contradiction now nearly two months: ‘Therefore, we, the 
ens of Currituck County and others adjacent thereto, in public meeting assem- 
at the county seat, do 
That the charges published as derived from the report of Lieutenant 
Walter Walton are unjust, unfounded, and untrue; that they are contrary to the 
ments published at the time of the wreck, contrary to the testimony of those 
ere present, and contrary to truth. 
Kesolved further, That we denounce the report as represented as a reckless libel 
the character of our people, and its author as deserving the indignant con- 
demnation of the public. 
Resolved, That we invite a full and fair investigation of all the charges. 
esolved, That the thanks of this meeting are tendered to the Elizabeth City 
Economist and to the Observer, of Raleigh, for the promptness with which they 
etand denounced the report ; and also to ITon. Robert B. Roosevelt, of New York, 
who was a visitor to our county and witnessed the scenes of the wrecked Hluron, 
for his card published in the New York Herald contradicting and denouncing the 
report of Lieutenant Walter Walton. 
R ed, That the press of North Carolina and of New York, Boston, and Wash- 
ngton be requested to publish these proceedings. 
W. If. COWELL, Chairman. 


P. H. MORGAN, Secretary. 
CURRENCY, SILVER COIN, ETC. 

Mr. HUNTON, by unanimons consent, submitted the following 
preamble and resolutions; which were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency: 

Whereas the people of Alexandria in common with the people of the Common- 
Wealth are desirous of seeing better times than have prevailed for the past four 
years, which pe yan a large number of our people of employment, and reduced 
oo valne of real estate to such an extent as to render it almost valueless ; and 
Whereas it is believed that the present condition of affairs results in a great 
asure from the withdrawal of currency from circulation, and being of the opinion 
that In consequence of the limited amount of gold and silver at present in the 
» ited States Treasury, and the banks, thut neither the Government nor banks will 
be abie to resume specie payment on the Ist day of January, 1879, as provided by 
det of Congress: Therefore, : 
pe itresolved, That with a view torelieve the people, and improve times, the people 
of Alexandria in publie meeting assembled declare that they are in favor of the 
Passage by the United States Senate of the bill known as the Bland silver bill, 
aud in this public manner take occasion to make known their views. 

_diesolved, lhat we are in favor of the issue by the Federal Government of the 
circulating medium, this course being greatly preferable to the national bank 
jucs which take from the earnings of the people at large the interest on three 

as (land fifty millions of bonds, less the tax paid by banks on cireulation. 
Resolved That in the event the issue by the Government of this circulating 
al ium shall be deemed unwise or inexpedient, that Cougress shall repeal the | 
o 10 per cent. on State bank issues (there being no tax on the issue of national 
en in order to the passage by the several State Legislatures of prudent | 

uk laws based upon their respective State securities at their market values. 
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Resolved, That acopy of these resolutions be sent to Hon. Erra Huyton, our 
Representative in Congress, and to Hon. J. W. Jounstron and Hon. R. FE. Witner 
Senators, with a request that they lay them before the House of Representatives 
and Senate. 


J. W. PETTIT. 
Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following; 


g; which 
was referred to the Committee of Accounts. 


Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund of this House the sum 
of $212.40 to J. W. Pettit for services rendered under the Doorkeeper in the Forty- 
fourth Congress. 


UNITED STATES AND BRAZILIAN STEAMSHIP LINE. 


Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to present 
at this time the memorial of John Roach & Son, concerning the estab- 
lishment of direct lines of steamship between the United States and 
Brazil; and I ask that it be printed in the Recorp and referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Otlice and Post-Roads. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I object to the printing in the Recorp. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on the Post-Onlice and 
Post-Roads. 

SUBSIDIES. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I move that the rules be suspended so 
that the House may pass the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That in the judgment of the Tlouse no subsidies in money, bonds, pub 
lic lands, indorsements, or by pledge of the public credit, should be g 
renewed by Congress to associations or corporations engaged in or pre 
engage in public or private enterprises; but that all appropriations ought to be 


limited to such amounts and purposes only as shall be imperatively demanded by 
the public service of the Government. 





Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Upon my motion I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. May I ask the gentleman one question ? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order on a motion to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Would it be in order to move a substitute for 
the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Then I move that the House adjourn, unless we 
can have the matter understood. I am an anti-subsidy man from the 
word “ go.” 

The SPEAKER. One motion to adjourn, pending a motion to sus- 
pend the rules, is in order. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Let us have a square vote on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken ; and upon a division there were—ayes 43, 
noes 71. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken; and there were 36 in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The affirmative being more than one-tifth of the 
last vote, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. 1 will withdraw the motion to adjourn, and let 
it come to a square vote on the resolution. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is too late now to withdraw the motion to ad- 
journ; the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. MILLS. There was but one side counted on ordering the yeas 
and nays; let the other side be counted. 

The question was further taken upon ordering the yeas and nays; 
and there were 96 in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. Upon ordering the yeas and nays there are 36 in 
the affirmative and 96 in the negative. The affirmative being more 
than one-fifth, the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I hope objection will not be made to with- 
drawing the motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will again submit the question. Is 
there objection to withdrawing the motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. BUTLER. There is objection. 

Mr. COX, of New York. It is only putting the question off. It 
will come up again next Monday. 

Mr. PAGE. I move to reconsider the vote by which the yeas and 
nays were ordered on the motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Upon reflection the Chair is of opinion that the 
gentleman from California [Mr. LurTre.i] has the right to with- 
draw his motion to adjourn, the roll-call not having been commenced. 

Mr. BUTLER. Very well; I renew the motion. 

The SPEAKER. That is the right of the gentleman. 

Mr. BUTLER. And I shall not withdraw it, either. I call for the 
yeas and nays on the motion toadjourn, Let us vote down all these 
conundrums. [Laughter.] 

The yeas and nays were ordered, there being—ayes 51, noes 5; 
one-fifth voting in the affirmative. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 24, nays 227, not 
voting 41; as follows: 


YEAS—“4 
sréntano, Frye, M iing Throckmorton, 
Burdick, Giddings, Muldrow Tueker 
‘abell, Goode, Moustler W hitthorn 
| Chalmers, Harris, Benj. W. j Williams, Andrew 
Culberson, Hooker, Schicicher, Williams, Jere N. 
Davidson, Kenna, Singleteu, Young. 


a 


John II 
William H. 


dwell, John W. 
well, W.P 

ilk ‘ 

impbell, 

undler 


tlemden, 


Alwah A, 
of Missouri, 
cot Kentucky, 
Kush 
lymer, 


ollina, 
onye4r 

overt 

ox, Jacob D 
x, Samuel S$, 
ipo 

ens 

itfencen, 
mmings, 
ithe: 
arrall, 


Banka, 
lair 
land 
Bliss 
Bright, 
Buckner, 
Camp, 
Col 
Cook 
Danford, 
Douglas, 


Durham, 
Dwight 

Fames 
Fickhoff, 


worth, 
rett, 
evans, I 


} 
} 
} 
I Newton 
Evins, John H, 
Ew 

Fel 

] 

I 

| 

I 

] 

I 

I 


Gartield, 

Garth 

Grau 

Glover, 

llanna 
Hardenbergh, 
llarmer 

llarris llenry R. 
llarrison, 

Hart 


irtridge 


ulerson, 
Henkle, 
Henry 
Herbert, 
Hewitt 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hubbell, 
Hunter 

Ilunton 
Humphrey, 
Ittner, 

James, 

Jones, Frank 
Jones, James T. 
Jones, John S 


Abram S. 
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Jorgensen, 
Jovee 
Keiter 
Keightley, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Killinger, 
Kuapp, 
Kuott, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Ligon . 
Lindsey 
Lan kwood, 
Luttrell, 
Ma key, 
Maish, 
Marsh, 
Martin, 
Mavyham, 
MeCook 
McGowan, 
McKenzie, 
McKinky, 
Mec Mahon, 
Metcalfe, 
Mills 
Money, 
Monroe, 
Moryan, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Neal 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
ONeill, 
Overton, 
vacheco, 
‘atterson, G. W. 
tterson, ‘T. M. 
ke ‘ 
Phelps, 
Phillips, 
Potter, 
Powers, 
Price 
Pridemore, 
Pugh 
Rainey 
Randolph, 
Rea 
Reed, 
lik illy, 


Rice, Americus V. 
Rice, William W. 


NOT VOTING—4L 


Eden, 

Ellis, 

Evans, James L. 
Fuller, 
Gibson, 
Gunter, 

Hale 
Hamilton, 
llarris, John T. 
Haskell, 
Hiscock, 


House, 
liungerford, 
Kimmel, 
Leonard, 
Loring, 
Lynde, 
Mitehe ll, 
Pollard, 
Pound, 
Quinn, 


Ross, 


So the Ilouse refused to adjourn. 
During the roll-call, 
Mr. BLOUNT stated that his colleague, Mr. Cook, was quite sick 


and unable to attend the House. 


Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 
Robinson, George D. 
Robinson, Milton 8. 
Ryan, 
Sapp, 
Sayler, 
Scales, 
Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Shelley, 
Sinnickson, 
Slemons, 
Smalls, 
Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, William E. 
Sparks, 
Springer, 
Starin, 
Stccle 
Stenger, 
Stephens, 
Stewart, 
Stone, Joseph C 
Stone, John W. 
Strait, 
Swann, 
‘Thompson, 
Tipton, 
‘Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M. I 
Townshend, R. W. 
"Turner, 
Turney, 
Vance, 
Van Vorhes, 
addell, 
alt, 
alsh, 
“arner, 
atson, 
felch, 
‘hite, Michael D. 
illiams, A. 5S. 
“illiams, C. G. 
Yilliams, James 
Yilliams, Richard 
i lis, Albert 8. 
illis, Benjamin A. 
Willits, 
Wilson, 
Wood 
Wright, 
Yeates. 


Sampson, 
Southard, 
Thornburgh, 
Veeder, 
Walker, 
Ward, 
White, Tlarry 
Wren. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, stated he was paired with Mr. Hiscock 


for the day. 


Mr. SAMPSON stated he was paired with Mr. SouTHarRD. 

Mr. LEONARD stated he was paired with his colleague, Mr. ELits. 
Mr. LUTTRELL moved todispense with the reading of the names. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
The vote was then announced as above recorded. 
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Cummings, 
Cutler 
Davis, Horace 
Deering, 
Dickey, 
Durham, 
Dwizht, 
Fames, 
Eickhof& 
Ewing, 
Felton, 
Field, 
Finley, 
Forney, 
Fort, 
Foster 
Franklin, 
Freeman, 
Fuller, 
Gardner, 
Gartield, 
Gause, 
Glover, 
Hale, 
lianna, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Harrison, 
Hart, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Haskell, 


Aiken, 
Atkins, 
Bisbee, 
bridges, 
Brogden, 
Bundy, 
Cain, 
Caswell, 
Chalmers, 
Clatlin, 
Cravens, 
Culberson, 
Darrall, 
Davidson, 
Davis, Joseph J. 
Denison, 
Dibrell 
Dunnell, 
Elam, 
Ells, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 


Banks, 
Blair, 
Bland, 
Bliss, 
Butler, 
Camp, 
Cole, 
Cook, 


Hatcher, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
Henderson, 
Henry, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, Abram §. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
Hunte r, 
James, 
Jones, Frank 
Jones, John 8. 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Keifer 

Ke ightley, 
Ketcham, 
Knapp, 
Knott, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Ligon, 
Linds« y, 
Lockwood, 
Loring. 
Luttrell, 
Lynde, 
Maish, 
Marsh, 


JANUARY 28, 


Mayham, 

McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKenzie, 
McKinley, 
McMahon, 

Mitcle ll, 

Monroe, 

Morgan, 

Morrison, 

Muller, 

Neal, 

Norcross, 

Oliver, 

Overton, 
Patterson, T. M. 
Phelps 

Phillips, 

Potter, 

Powers, 

Pric eo, 

Pridemore, 

Quinn, 

Kandolph, 

Reed, 

Reilly, 

Rice, Americus V. 
Roberts, 

liobinsen, Milton S. 
Sapp. 
Say er, 
Scales, 


NAYS—85. 


Evans, IT. Newton 
Evans, James L, 
Evins, John H. 
Frye, 

Garth, 
Giddings, 
Goode, 

Gunter, 
Harmer, 

Harris, Benj. W. 
Tooker, 

House, 

Hubbe ll, 
Hunton, 

Ittuer, 

Jones, James T. 
Ky ley, 

Kenna, 
Killinger, 
Landers, 
Leonard, 


Mackey, 


Manning, 
Martin, 
Metcalfe, 

Mills 

Money, 

Morse, 

Muldrow, 
O'Neill, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Peddie, 

Pugh, 

Rainey, 

Reagan, 

Rice, William W. 
Riddle, 

Robbins, 
Robertson, 
Robinson, George D. 
Schleicher, 
Sexton, 
Singleton, 
Sinnickson, 


NOT VOTING—31. 


Danford, 
Douglas, 

Eden, 

Gibson, 
Hamilton, 
Harris, John T. 
Henkle, 
Hiscock, 


Kimmel, 
Pacheco, 


Pazo, 


Pound, 
Nea, 
Ross, 
Ryan, 


Stone, Jo 
Swann 

Tipton 
Townsend 
Townsend, M | 
Townshend, R. W 
Turner 

Turney 

Van Vorhes, 
Veods z 

Wait 

Walsh 
Warner 
Watson 
Weleh 

White 


Young, 


Sampson, 
Sout! 


iard, 


Whitthorne, 
Wren. 


So (two-thirds having voted in the affirmative) the rules were sus- 


pended and the resolution passed. 


During the vote 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, stated he was paired with Mr. Hiscock. 

Mr. SAMPSON stated he was paired with Mr. SourHarn. 

Mr. BANNING stated that his colleague, Mr. SournHakp, was de- 
tained at home by illness in his fainily. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN stated his colleague, Mr. BLAND, was detained 
at home by sickness. 

Mr. BUNDY and Mr. ELAM moved to dispense with the reading of 


the names. 


Objection was made. 
The vote was then announced as above recorded. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] to suspend the rules and pass the 
resolution. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask the resolution be again read. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LEONARD. Is the question divisable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 176, nays 55, not voting 31; as follows: 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, 
informed the House that the Senate had agreed to the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to bills of the following titles: 

A bill(S. No. 412) to punish embezzlement in the District of Columbia 
and protect the records of said District, and for other purposes; aud 

A bill (8S. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of material tor 
the public printing and binding. 

The message further announced that the Senate had passed with- 
out amendments bills of the House of the following titles: — 

A bill (H. R. No. 2013) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama; and 5 

A bill (H. R. No. 2479) for the removal of obstructions from the 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preset 
vation of the public property. 


YEAS—176. 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 
Cabell 
‘aldwell, John W. 
‘aldwell, W. P. 


Aldrich, 
Bacon 
Bagley, 
Baker 


Blackburn, 
Biount, 
Booue, 


Clarkeof Kentucky, 
Clark, Alvah A, 
Clark, Rush 
Clymer, 

Cobb, 

Collins, 

Conger, 

Covert, 

Cox, Jacob D. 
Cox, Samuel 8. 
Crapo, 
Crittenden, 


John Tl 
er, William II, 


ih 
allou, alkins, 
inning, ‘ampbell, 
iy 


( ENLARGEMENT OF COMMITTEES. 
( 
( 
, ' ; ( 
ne brewer Candler, 
rig ‘ 
( 
‘ 
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Mr. GARFIELD. I am instructed by the Committee on Rules to 
offer the resolution which I send to the desk as a substitute for sev- 
eral resolutions referred to the committee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the following committees be increased in number to seven mem- 
bers, to wit: The Committee on Expenditures in the State Department, the Cour 
mittee on Expenditures in the War Department, ihe Committees ou Expenditures 


ebe, annon, 

‘arlisle, 
shittenden, 

la’ k of Missouri 


Lt 
Lh 
Lb 
B 
lk 
Bell 

Benedict, 
Bicknell, 


Buckner 
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the Navy Department, the Committee on Expenditures in the Post-Office De- 
ment, the Committes on Expenditures in the Interior Department. 
. Mr. GARFIELD. I will say only a word in regard to this reso- 
jution. All these committees consist now of five members each. It 
frequently occurs that the gentlemen composing those committees 
on sla OD larger committees that meet regularly, so that there is often 
 ditieulty in getting @ quorum. 
— il or sions making it permanently difficult to keep a 
working force on the committee. The Committee on Rules think it 
better to make the number permanently seven hereafter, and have so 
sported. 

’ Ihe resolution was adopted. 2 : 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I ask that Rule 134 be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rule 134. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


134, No person except members of the Senate, their secretary, heads of Depart- | 


ments, the President's private secretary, foreign ministers, the governor for the 
time being of any State, Senators and Representatatives clect, peens the Su- 
rome Court of the United States and of the Court of Claims, and such persons as 

by name received the thanks of Congress—March 15, 1867—shall be admitted 

in the Hall of the House of Representatives—March 19, 1860—or any of the 
rooms upon the same floor or leading into the same—March 2, 1865; provided that 
mbers of Congress who are not interested in any claim pending before Con- 
‘rea. and shall so register themselves, may also be admitted within the Hall of 
the House; and no persons except those herein specified shall at any time be ad- 
mitted to the floor of the House.—March 15, 1267. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that a practice has 
grown up of allowing the Speaker to permit gentlemen to come upon 
the floor in violation of the letter of the rule. 


man on this floor to-day by right or authority of the Speaker except 
at the request of a member. 


ex 


chair, he has not felt at liberty to break in upon the practice which 
is in his opinion at times vicious. But it is difficult for the Speaker, 
upon an appeal from a member, to refuse to admit a good ora distin- 


guished citizen from the district from whence the Representative | 


comes; and the Speaker would like, therefore, in view of tho fact that 


the gentleman from Michigan has directed the attention of the House | 


to this matter, which was done entirely without the knowledge of the 


Chair, that some action shall be taken by the members of the House | 


themselves in regard to it. 
Mr. GARFIELD. If the Speaker will allow me to make a remark 
at this point I may say, without divulging anything that is proceed- 


ing in committee, that the subject is now under examination by the | 
It isclear to my mind that we ought— | 


Committee on the Rules. 
and I say it now to challenge the attention of members to it—that 
we ought to provide some protection tc members of the House, espe- 
cially those on the outer circle of seats, against the constant inter- 
ruption which the present custom produces. I think on the other 
hand it is quite difficult, if not impossible, to carry out the absolute 
rule of exclusion without doing ourselves a wrong and sometimes 
causing ourselves great embarrassment. Hardly a session passes in 
which there are not distinguished people, perhaps members of the 


Parliament of Great Britain or of the Corps Legislatif of France, to | 


: : | the Senate in relation to the payment of Government bonds. 
whom we feel we ought in some way to show the courtesy of the | = ee ae 


chamber. I believe it is possible to make some rule by which some 


limited allowance of space shall be granted under the direction of | 


the Speaker for the accommodation of persons to whom it may be 
thought proper to show the courtesy of the hall. The limitation 


ought to be such as that the admission of these persons shall never | March 18, 1869, it was provided and declared that the faith of the United States 
we | was thereby solemnly pledged to the payment in coin or its equivalent of all the 
position to mix in the affairs of the House to the extent of interrupt- | 


crowd us, and so adjusted that they shall not be on the floor in a 


Ing them. 


lam told by gentlemen who sit on the outer row of seats that it | 


is sometimes absolutely impossible for them to hear what is going on 
in cCousequence of the buzz and noise, not made altogether by visit- 
ors, but by members conversing with people who are admitted on the 
floor under the custom which has prevailed lately. I make no re- 
lection on the Speaker, because he finds a custom which is old and 
growing, and it is scarcely possible for the Speaker to break a custom 
like that except by the help of the House. I believe very soon the 


ae will be able to report a rule for the consideration of the 
ouse, 


ee in 1857 when we moved from the old Hall to the present 
Al. 


keeping out all except those privileged. There is no way of modifying 
this rale to make it stronger. 


native but to enforce it. You cannot do anything to lessen the strin- 
gency of the rule. If distinguished persons come here from abroad, 
members of the English Parliament, or the French Chambers, or the 


It sometimes happens also that | 


There is no gentle- | 


| actestablishing a mint and regulating the coins of the United States,’ 
_ At that time it was the custom for ex-members and others to | 
come in here or to come into the old Hall and take the places of mem- 
bers, write letters at those places, and occasionally lobby. We under- | 


took time after time, in 1557, 1860, and in 1565, to enforce the rule option of the Government of the United States, in silver doilars, of the coinage of 





r | to its coinage such silver coms as a legal tender in payment of said bond 
It is the duty of the Speaker to enforce the rule; he has no alter- | 


actly as they treatus. Members of Congress are not necessarily en- 
titled to the floor of the British Parliament. No such privilege is 
given to members of Congress in these foreign bodies. Places wae 
assigned especially in the House for the accommodation of those gen- 
tlemen who claim this courtesy. All we have to do to stop the pres- 
ent turbulency in the House—this lobbyism right on the floor, at out 
desks, in the cloak-room, by whisky and railroad men, and all sorts 
of men who come here, is to enforce the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that he is quite aware 
of the fact that it is his duty to enforce the rule; but when a prac- 
tice has grown up to an extent which makes it cover almost all thie 
members of the House, it is very diflicult for the Speaker to execute 


| the rule, and the Chair thinks that the gentleman from New York, 
| [Mr. Cox,] when he occupied the chair as Speaker pro tempore, will 


recollect the difficulty he encountered in that respect. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I did not make the point of order for the purpose 
of reflecting at all on the administration of the rule by the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so understand. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I made no retlection on the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Neither did the Chair make any retlection upon 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. I merely wanted to say that there is no 
way of modifying the rule so as to make it stronger; the only way 
is to enforce it. 

Mr. HUBBELL. I raised the point of order because I find it, and 
many other gentlemen find it, almost impossible at times to pass 
from our seats to the cloak rooms, and the noise and confusion is so 
great at times that from my seat I cannot hear a single thing that is 


| being done er said in the House; and I felt impelled on my own re- 
| sponsibility to raise this point. 


I insist, as a member of the House, 
that the privileges of the floor should not be infringed upon so much 
as has been the case heretofore. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 


I desire to say a word on this subject. 


| After an experience of eight or ten years here, 1 am satisfied that 
The practice having grown up under | 
the administration of Speakers before the present occupant of the | 


when questions are before the House of no great public interest, or 
when some gentleman is speaking on a subject about which no per- 
son cares to listen, there isa general buzz all over the House among 
members, and if there were no persons at all in the rear of the seats 
no member could hear what was being said, because conversation be- 
comes general on the floor among members themselves. But, sir, 
when a question of public interest is up, or a gentleman is speaking 
whom everybody desires to hear, members upon the tloor, as well as 
persons in the galleries and those in the rear of the seats, are silent. 
lf you turn out all persons from the rear of the seats you will find 
that when a question arises that is of no interest to the members 


| generally there will be the same buzz of talking and the same cou- 


fusion will prevail that prevails now. I think the custom which 
allows the Speaker on the application of members to admit friends 
with whom they desire to consult or converse on the tloor of the 
House is a good one, and I presume that no member would ask for 
the admission of a lobbyist. I therefore hope that the Committee on 
the Rules will report no modification of the existing rule, or no 
change of the custom which has been exercised so well by the 
Speaker. 
PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 

Mr. EWING. I move that the rules be suspended in order to take 

from the Speaker’s table and concur in the concurrent resolution of 


Mr. GARFIELD. 
now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will first be read. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Whereas, by the act entitled ‘‘ An act to strengthen the public credit,” approved 


Pending that motion, I move that the House do 


interest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where the law 
authorizing the issue of such obligations had expr on provided that the samo 
might lo paid in lawful money or other curreney than gold and silver; and 
Whereas all the bonds of the United States authorized to be issued by the act 
entitled “ An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 
14, 1870, by the terms of said act were declared to be redeemable in coin of the then 
present standard value, bearing interest payable semi-annually in such coin; and 
Whereas all bonds of the United States authorized to be issued under the act 
entitled “* Anact to provide for the resumption of specic payments," approved Jan- 


| nary 14, 1875, are required to be of the description of bonds of the United States 


described in the said act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled “An act to 
authorize the refunding of the national debt;” and 
Whereas, at the date of the passage of said act of Congress last aforesaid, to wit, 


| the 14th day of July, 1870, the coin of the United States of standard value of that 
| date included silver dollars of the weight of 4124 grains cach, deelared by the act 


Mr. COX, of New York. The present rule of the House was adopted | 


approved January 18, 1337, entitled “An act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An 
"to be alegal 
tender of payment, according to their nominal value, for any sums whatever: 
Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring therein.) That 
all the bonds of the United States issued or authorized to be issued under the said 
acts of Congress hereinbefore recited are payable, principal and interest, at the 
tho United States, containing 4124 grains each of standard silver; and that torestoro 
3, principal 
and interest, is not in violation of the public faith, nor in derogation of the rights 
of the public creditor. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I would ask my colleagne whether he will not 


agree to fix some time for debate upon this resolution. 


Spanish Cortez, or the German Parliament, let them be treated ex- | “Mr. BUTLER. Oh, we do not waut to debate it. 
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Mr. GARFIELD. We have passed a House bill on this subject | 
without a word of debate, and it is now proposed to pass this resolu- 


tion through without a word of debate. Ido not propose to make 
any factious opposition to obtaining the sense of the House on the 
resolution, but I think we ought to debate it; but if my colleague 
refuses to allow any debate upon it, the House must take the respon- 


sibility. I will not insist upon the motion to adjourn, but this reso- | 


lution reaches far beyond the mere technical questions of law em- 
bodied in its terms. It will vitally affect the public credit; and I 
usk my colleague to allow debate. 

Mr. EWING. The bill to which my colleague refers passed the 
Ilouse, is now pending in the Senate, and it is well understood that 
it willecome back with an amendment, when debate on the whole 
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question can be had. 


Mr. FOSTER. 


an amendment? 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


en amendment ? 


Mr. EWING. 


The SPEAKER. 


I think it will. 


I prefer, therefore, to staud by my motion. 
Is it well understood that it is to come back with 


Does the gentleman want it to come back with 


The question is on the motion of the gentleman 


from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, ] that the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


not press the motion. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair did not so understand it. 
now ison the motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. EwinG] to 
suspend the rules and take from the Speaker’s table and concur in 


I did not renew that motion; I withdrew it, 
stating that if my colleague was not willing to allow debate I would 


the resolution of the Senate in regard to the payment of bonds. 


Mr. CUMMINGS. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 189, nays 79, not 


voting 24; as follows: 


Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Atkins 

Baker, John IL 
Banning, 
Layne, 

Bell, 

Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 
Llount, 

Bouck, 

Boyd, 

Bragg, 
Lrentano, 
Lrewer, 
Bridges, 
Bright 
Brogden, 

browne, 

Buckner 

Burchard, 
Burdick, 

Butler, 

Cabell, 

un, 

aldwell, John W. 
alhiwell, W. P. 
alkins, 

andler, 

‘annon, 

irlisle, 

swell, 


halmera, 
} 


lark of Missouri, 
lark, Kush 
lymoer, 

‘obb, 

ollins, 
songer, 

‘ox, Jacob D. 
‘ox, Samuel S, 
‘ravens, 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 
Cummings, 
Cutler, 
Davidson, 


fl i tl, st fl tl ln, te, tm, tt tm 


Racon, 

Bagley, 

Laker, William —. 
Ballou, 

Ranks, 

Beebo, 

Bisbee, 

JPilair 

Bricga, 

tundy, 
‘anipbell, 
hittenden, 
‘latlin, 

‘lark, Alwah A. 
old, 

overt, 

(Crapo, 

Davis, Tlorace 
Denison, 
Dwight, 


~_ i i 


arke of Kentneky, 


YEAS—189. 


Davis, Joseph J. 
Deering, 
Dibrell, 
Dickey, 
Dunnell, 
Durham, 
Elam, 

Ellis, 

Errett, 

Evans, James L. 
Evins, John LL. 
Ewing, 
Felton, 
Finley, 
Forney, 

Fort, 

Foster, 
Franklin, 
Fuller, 
Gardner, 
Garth, 

Gause 
Giddings, 
Glover, 
Goode, 
Gunter, 
Lianna, 
Harris, Menry R. 
Ilarrison, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Haskell, 
Hatcher, 
ayes, 
Hazelton, 
Henade reen 
Hlenkle, 
Ilenry, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
llooker, 
House, 
Hiubbell, 
Humphrey, 
Hunter, 
Hunton, 
Ittner, 

Jones, James T, 


Jones, John S. 
Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Ke lley, 
Kenua, 
Killinger, 
Kim 1, 
Knapp, 
Knott, 
Lathrop, 
Ligon 
Luttrell, 
Lynde, 
Mackey, 
Mamiuing, 
Marsh, 
Martin, 
Mayhain, 
McKenzie, 
McKiuley, 
Me Malwn, 
Metcalfe, 
Mills, 
Money, 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Mualdrow, 
Neal, 
Oliver, 
Paclicco, 
"aga, 
Patterson, T M. 
Patterson, G. W. 
Phe Ips, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Pound, 
Price, 
Pridemore, 
Randolph, 
Rea, 
Reagan, 
teilly, 


Rice, Americus V. 


Riddle, 
Robbina, 
Roberts, 
lwobertsog 


NAYS—79. 


Eames, 

Kickhoff, 
Elsworth, 
Evans, L. Newton 
Field, 

Freeman, 


Frye, 

Gariield, 

liale 

lardenbergh, 
Ilarmer, 

Harris, BenjaminW. 
llart 

hk ndee, 


Howitt, Abram S. 
llungerford, 
James, 

gone 8, Prank 
JOPlCOUSCH, 
Joyee, 


Kets ham, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 
Leonard, 
Lindsey, 
Lockwood, 
Loring, 
McCook, 
Morse, 
Maller, 
Norc ross, 
O'Neill, 
Overton, 
Peddie, 
Potter, 
Powcra, 
Pagh, 
Quinn, 

K liney, 
Reed, 


On that question I call for the yeas and nays. 


Robinson, Milton 8. 


Ryan, 

Sampson, 

Sapp, 

Sayler, 

Scales, 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Shelley, 

Slemous, 

Smalla, 

Smith, William E. 
Sparks, 

Springer, 

Sicele, 

Stephens, 

Stone, John W. 
Stone, Joseph C. 
Strait, 
Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Throckmorton, 
Tipton, 
Townsend, Amos 
Townshend, RK. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, 

‘Turney. 

Sanaa’ 

Van Vorhes, 
Waddell, 

Walsh, 

Welch, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael D. 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 8. 
Willits, 

Wilson, 

Wren, 

Wright, 

Yeates, 

Young. 


Rice, William W. 
Robinson, Geo, D, 
Schleicher. 
Sinnickson, 
Smith, A. err 
Starin, 

Stenger, 

Stewart, 

Swann, 

Voeder, 

Wait, 

Warner, 

Watson, 
Williama, A. 8. 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, James 
Williams, Richard 
Willis, Benj. A. 
Wood. 





The question 
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NOT VOTING—24. 


tenedict, Danford, Harris, John T. Ross, 
Blaud, pared, Hiscock, Singleton 
Bliss, Jouglas, Maish, Southard’ 
| Boone, Eden, McGowan, aes eine 
Camp, Gibson, Mitchell, Walker, * Artin I. 
| Cook, Hamilton, Monrve, Ward. ° 


So (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the rnles were su 
and the Senate preamble and resolution concurred in, 

During the roll-call the following announcements were made - 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. 2. 
is absent on account of sickness. If here, he would most ass 
vote “ay.” 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. My colleague, Mr. Soutnarn, is paired wit] 
Mr. Ross, of New Jersey, who is absent on account of sickness. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. My colleague, Mr. Buss, is detained 
from the House by reason of sickness. If present, he would yo; 
“no.” 

Mr. BLOUNT. My colleague, Mr. Cook, is absent on account of 
sickness. 

Mr. ‘TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. My colleague, Mr. Epen, is abs: 
by leave of the House, on account of dangerous illness in his fay) 
If here, he would vote “ay.” 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Iam paired on this question with My. 
Hiscock, of New York. If not paired, I would vote “ay.” 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I ask the gentleman to withhold that motion 
until I can withdraw my objection to the printing in the Recorp of 
a memorial which the gentleman from New York (Mr. Wintis] pre- 
sented this morning and desired to have printed in the Recor. 

Many Members. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion to adjourn. 


FIRST WESLEYAN COLORED CIILURCH, PHILADELPIIA 


Pending the motion to adjourn, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of 
the pastor and trustees and official board and members of the First 
Wesleyan Colored Church of Philadelphia, praying Congress to pro- 
vide means to reimburse said church for deposits lost by the failn 
of the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company; which was referred 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

The motion of Mr. ATKINS was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
four o’clock and ten minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


spended 


I AND, 
uredly 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk's desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By the SPEAKER: Resolutions of the dealers in manufactured 
tobacco, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any 
change in the present rate of tax on tobacco—to the Comuittee of 
Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of workingmen of Philadelphia, engaged in the 
manufacture of printing type, against any reduction in the taritdu- 
ties on type of foreign manufacture and against areimposition of thy 
war tax on tea and cotfee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. AIKEN: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Charleston, South Carolina, opposing the remonetization of silver—to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of Kellogg & Barnett and others, 
dealers in leaf and manufactured tobacco, of Chicago, against any re- 
duction of the tax on manufactured tobacco—to the Commitice of 
Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Best, Russell & Co. and other dealers in leaf 
and manufactured tobacco, of Chicago, of similar import—to the sate 
committee. 

By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of R. G. Cornell and 53 others, 
workingmen of Woonsocket, Rhode Island, against any reduction of 
tariff duties which protect labor, and against the reimposition of the 
war tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee. ; 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petitions of John Lloyd and 60 other workiug- 
men, and of Calvin Campbell and 33 other workingmen of Allegheny, 
Peunsylvania—to the same committee. a 

By Mr. BEEBE: The petition of workingmen of Newburgh, New 
York, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: The petition of citizens of Seymour, Indiana, 
of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: Eight petitions from citizens of Ifeury, 
Owen, and Shelby Counties, Kentucky, for the passage of the Texas 
Pacific Railway bill—to the Committee on the Pacitic Railroad. | 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of the Newport (New Hampshire) lem- 
perance Reform Club and of the Reform Club of Ashland, New Lamp- 
shire, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquet 
tratlic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. Be : 

Also, the petition of Frank W. Miller and 86 others, citizens o! 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, for a constitutional amendment pro- 
hibiting the States from disfranchising citizens of the United States 
on account of sex—to the same committee. ahs , 

By Mr. BOONE: The petition of citizens of the District of Columbia 
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that 


hureh, corner of Sixth and D streets, Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia for police court purposes, by the District commissioners—to 
« Committee for the District of Columbia. ; 

by Mr. BOUCK: The petition of citizens of New Holstein, Wis- 
eonain, for a reduction of the taxes on tobacco—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. : ’ a i 

,jso, memorials of the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, for 
+)» establishmnt of a post-roente from Friendship, in the county of 
\dams, to Liberty Bluffs, in the county of Marquette; for mail service 
from Eau Claire to Rice Lake, in Barron County ; for increased mail 
(cilities in the western portion of Oconto County ; for increased serv- 
ein the northern portion of Sauk County ; for the extension of a mail- 
route from the town of Berlin, in Marathon County, Wisconsin, to the 
townot Hamburgh, in said county; for the establishment of a mail- 
route from Barron, the county seat of Barron County, Wisconsin, to the 
village of Sand Creek, in Dunn County, Wisconsin, via Mooney’s Mills, 
sylvan Springs, and Sioux Creek; and for the extension of a mait- 
route from the town of Stettin, in Marathon County, Wisconsin, to 
the town of Rib Falls, in said county—to the Committee on the Post- 
Ofiice and Post-Roads. 

Also, memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, for right of way 
and a grant of land for railroad purposes to aid in building a road 
through Northern Wisconsin—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, memorials of the Legislature of Wisconsin, for a survey 0° 
Wolf River, from Lake Poygan to the mouth of Red River; also, to 
provide fish-ways to the dam on Fox River; for an appropriation to 
aid ina survey of the Saint Croix River, Wisconsin ; and for an ap- 
propriation to aid in the completion of the Sturgeon Bay and Lake 
Michigan Ship-Canal and harbor, and to extend the time for the 
completion thereof—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BREWER: Remonstrance of Newton L. Webb and 100 
other citizens of DeWitt, and of C. K. Carpenter and 68 other. citi- 
zens of Orion, Michigan, against reducing the duty on foreign wool— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BROWN: The petition of farmers and tobacco growers of 
Wayne County, Indiana, for a reduction of the tax on manufact- 
ured tobacco—to the same committee. 


+} 


By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of Joseph Taylor and 16 others, for | 


the repeal of section 3387 of.the Revised Statutes, relating to bonds of 
manufacturers of tobacco—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lowell, Massachusetts, against the 
reduction of duties on foreign goods—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Albert Curtis and others, manufacturers at 
Worcester; of H. O. Houghton & Co., and other publishers, of Cam- 
bridge; of A. C. Weswall & Son, manufacturers, of Newton Lower 
Falls; of Walton & Neery, and other manufacturers of Methuen and 
North Salem; of B. S. Hale & Son, manufacturers, at Lawrence; of 
L. W. Faulkner, manufacturer at Lowell; of Charles N. Bacon and 
other manufacturers at Winchester, Massachusetts, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the same com- 
mittee, 

Also, the petitions of Bridget Eagan, of Charles McMahon, of 
Wealthy Perkins, and of Mrs. Lynch, for pensions—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Dennis Ward, for reimbursement for moneys 
alvanced to the United States by his father, Colonel Joseph Ward— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of James C. Jewett, to be paid certain claims out 
of the Geneva award fund—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of steamboat owners and officers for an increase 
of the charge for a new license to $15, and for the redaction of fees 
or charges for renewals to $1—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Moses J. Kelley, post chaplain United States 
Army, forcompensation for property accidentally destroyed by fire— 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of citizens of Boone County, Ken- 
tucky, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Committce of 
Ways and Means. 

_By Mr. CASWELL: The petition of W. F. Bowd and 103 others, 
citizens of Waterloo, Wisconsin, for the passage of a bill restoring 
the silver dollar and making it a legal tender—to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, 

By Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey: The petition of John W. Vanhorn, 

for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
, By Mr. COVERT: The petition of Sylvester D. Tuthill and others, 
ior the extension of post-route 6623 via Port Jefferson, Mount Sinai, 
and Miller's Place, to include Rocky Point, New York—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

by Mr. CUTLER: The petition of the Good Templars of Harrison- 
ville, New Jersey, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
holic liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 





| 
| 
' 
| 


By Mr. DIBRELL: Papers relating to the claim of Charles Fair, | 


late lieutenant-colonel Fifty-fourth Regiment United States Colored 
Volanteers—to the Committee of Claims. 


by Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of Thomas Bennett and 80 others, | 


of Markato, Minnesota, that no redaction be made in the tariff on 
flaxseed—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Also, the petition of J. N. Davidson and 175 others, of Minnesota, 


an investigation be made of the purchase of the Unitarian | for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic— 


to the same committee. 

By Mr. EAMES: The petition of J. Herbert Shedd and others, har- 
bor commissioners of the State of Rhode Island, for an appropriation 
for the improvement of navigation in the port of Providence, in said 
State—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ELAM: Papers relating to the claim of Marie Eliva 
Metoyeo and others, for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of the Good Templars of Mon- 
tana Territory, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the wool-growers of Bloomer, Michigan, for 
protection—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of manufacturers of cotton-ties, of 
Pittsbargh, Pennsylvania, for an increase of the duty on hoop-iron 
imported for conversion into ties or imported as ties—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. FENN: Two petitions from citizens of Indian Valley and 
Upper Weiser, Idaho Territory, for an appropriation for a military 
road from Fort Boisé to Fort Lapwai—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. FREEMAN: The petition of employés of Shaffner & String- 
fellow, manufacturers, of Philadelphia, against any change in the 
tariff laws—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GARDNER: The petition of citizensof Bethel, Ohio, that a 
pension be granted to Lydia A. Morris—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Miss Amanda Stokes—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. GAUSE: The petition of Will A. E. Tisdall, to be reim- 
bursed the amount paid ont by him while agent of the Freedmen’s 
Bureau at Jacksonport, Arkansas—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr.GOODE: Papers relating to the claim of F. W. E. Lohman— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia: A paper relating to the establishment 
of a post-route from Oatsland to Rocky Mount, Georgia—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post*Oflice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HARRISON: The petition of the iron-molders of Chicago, 
for the incorporation of the Iron-Molders’ Union of America—to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. HART: The petition of citizens of Orleans County, New 
York, that a pension be granted Hulda L. Barnard—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: The petition of John H. Thies and 30 others, 
citizens of Randolph County, Illinois, against any reduction of duties 
which protect labor, and against the imposition of a tax on tea and 
cotfee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of citizens of Kansas, that the 
right of sufirage be granted to women—tv the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, at Alexandria, Virginia—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. HOOKER: Resolutions adopted at a mass meeting of citi- 
zens of South Mississippi, relative to the seizure of timber by United 
States officials—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petitions of George W. Roby and 300 citi- 
zens of Ludington, Michigan, and of W. W. Carpenter and other 
citizens of LeRoy, Michigan, that Congress do not interfere with the 
present tariff laws—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of Mary Francis Lewis, that she 
may be allowed to file a claim in the Court of Claims—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of James M. Downey, for compensation for five 
horses taken by the United States Army—to the same commitiee. 

sy Mr. ITTNER: The petition of citizens of Saint Louis, Missouri, 
for a reduction of the duty upon welded boiler-plates—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of William H. Cornell, late acting third assist- 
ant engineer United States steamer Winnebago, for prize-money— 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. JONES, of Alabama: Resolutions of the Mobile (Alabama) 
Board of Trade, favoring a revision of the navigation and tariff 
laws—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: The petitions of Henry Clausen 
& Sons and 36 other maltsters and brewers, of New York City, and 
of David Jones and 40 other maltsters and brewers of the same city, 
that a specific duty of thirty-five to forty cents per bushel be levied 
upon malt—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Ichabod Goodwin and 40 other owners of ves- 
sels, for an appropriation for the survey of Portsmouth Harbor—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Henry Kent and 160 others, citizens of Exeter, 
New Hampshire, against alteration of the tariff laws and against tax- 
ing tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: The petition of workingmen of Bangor, Mich- 
igan, of similar import—to the same committee. 

Ly Mr. KELLEY? The petitions of 31 citizens of Manayunk, Penn- 
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syivania, engaged in the manufacture of cotton and woolen goods, | 
and of 140 citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, engaged in the 
manufacture of worsted braid, against the reduction of any duties 
on foreign goods, and against the reimposition of the tax on tea and 
cotfee—to the same committee. 

by Mr. LAPHAM: Papers relating to the claim of Frederick W. | 
Posthoff—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. LINDSEY: The petition of Rev. J. A. Plummer and 142 | 
others, for an amendment of the Constitution prohibiting the several 
States from disfranchising citizens on account of sex—to the Com- 
inittee on the Judiciary. 

sy Mr. LORING: The petition of C. J. Brockway, of Newbury- | 
port, Massachusetts, for the payment of French spoliation claims— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

by Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of William McGarraghan, re- 
questing the correction of an errorin the record of a certain patent— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. LYNDE: The petition of Marshall & Ilsley and 200 other 
citizens of Milwankee, Wisconsin, against the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the Milwaukee Co-operative Association, for | 
a grant of public land and aid to enable its members to settle upon | 
the same—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Thomas O’Neill and other citizens, of Mil- | 
waukee, Wisconsin, for a reduction of tax on spirits—to the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of B. Leidersdorf & Co. and 800 other citizens, 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, asking a reduction of tax on tobacco from 
twenty-four to twelve cents per pound—to the same committee. 

Also, the resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, in favor of the extension of time for the construction of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad—to the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road, 

By Mr. MCMAHION: The petition of Henry McFadden, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of M. W. Galt and others, citi- 
zens of Washington City, District of Columbia, to amend sections 
2000 to 2997 Revised Statutes, so as to include the port of George- 
town, District of Columbia, that goods may be forwarded to that port 
under immediate transportation bonds—to the Committee on Com- | 
merce, | 

Also, the petition of Henry Altemeyer and other citizens of Bell- 
ville, Illinois, against a reduction of duties or reimposition of duty | 
on tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PUGH: The petition of workingmen engaged in the manu- 
facture of crockery, in Trenton, New Jersey, against the reduction 
of duties which protect their labor, and against the reimposition of 
the tax upon tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REA: The petition of Britton A. Hill and other citizens of | 
Missouri, for the repeal of the specie-resumption act, and to make 
greenbacks a legal tender for all debts and duties, and for the coin- 
age of the oldsilverdollar—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. RELLLY: Two petitions of citizens of Schuylkill County, | 
Pennsylvania, against the reduction of duties which protect labor 
and against imposing a tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of W. N. Lough and others, 
of the National Home, Wisconsin, that soldiers in the late war who 
have lost an arm below the elbow or a leg below the knee shall re- 
ceive a pension of $24 per month—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Levi J. Friel—to the 
same committee, 

By Mr. RYAN: A paper relating to the establishment of post-routes 
in the State of Kansas—to the Committee on the Post-Oftice and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SCHLEICHER: The petition of William D. Bohan, re- 
garding a claim against the Italian government—to the Committee 
on Foreigh Affairs. 

By Mr. SEXTON: Papers relating to the establishment of post- 
routes from Rushville to Saint Paul, via Moscow ; from Rushville to 
Knightstown, and from Saint Magdalene to Marble Corner, Indiana— 
to the Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SINNICKSON: Three petitions from the workingmen of 
Camden, New Jersey, engaged in mannfacturing, against the reduc- 
tion of duties which pr@ect labor and against the reimposition of 
the tariff on tea and cotfee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STARIN: The petition of Sidney Smith and others, of Saint 
Johnsville, and of William C. Eaton and others, of Mechanicsville, 
New York, against achange of the tariff laws—to the same committee. 

By Mr. STENGER: The petitions of 73 workingmen at Franklin 
Furnace, and of citizens of Chambersburgh, Pennsylvaria, of similar 
import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. STEWART: Papers relating to the claim of Herman Net- 
tertield for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of persons residing on a part of the abandoned | 
military reservation in Wilken County, Minnesota, that it be opened | 


to settlement under the homestead and pre-emption laws—to the 
Commiitee on Public Lands. | 














| against reducing duties on linseed oil—to the same committe. 
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By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of 70 citizens of s, 
Lake, Michigan, against any reduction of duties on foreign goods—t 
the Committee of Ways and Means. z 

By Mr. STRAIT: The petition of Charles Winzer and others of 
Minnesota, that the duty on flaxseed and linseed oil remain as now 
fixed by law—to the same committee. — 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York : Two petitions from citizens of 
Rensselaer County, New York, against reducing the duty on cork 
to the same committee. : 

Also, the petition of citizens of Washington County, New yY 


Wine 


ork 
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Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Maria L. Le 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TURNEY: The petition of millers, flour-dealers, and 
ufacturers, and dealers in self-raising or prepared flour, against 
extension of Horsford patent, as asked for by Senate bill No, 
to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. VANCE: Resolutions of the Norfolk and Portsmouth Cot. 
ton Exchange, favoring an appropriation for the improvement of 
North Landing River and Currituck Sound and for the erection of 
necessary light-houses to mark channels through said waters—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. VAN VORHES: Papers relating to the pension claim of 
Mathew Dangherty—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WALSH: The petition of E. Rosenheim and others, whole- 
sale liquor dealers, of Cumberland, Maryland, for a reduction of tho 
tax on whisky—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Rebecca T. Scott—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petition of the Second Re- 
formed Presbyterian church of New York City, for a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic—to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: Remonstrance of William J. Tapp 
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| & Co. and 66 others, engaged in the manufacture of jute, flax, and 
| hemp bagging, against a reduction of duties on said articles and 
| against the reimposition of the tax on tea and coffee—to the Commit- 


tee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Mann Sattenwhite and 200 other citizens of 
Louisville, Kentucky, for the passage of the Texas Pacitic Railroad 
bill—to the Committee on the Pacitic Railroad. 

Also, the petition of Maria A. Rousseau, for arrears of pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of Perry Knapp and 21 other citi- 


| zens of Wheatland, Michigan, and of W. K. Childs and 102 other 
| citizens of Ypsilanti, Michigan, for the protection of wool-growers—to 


the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILSON: The petition of Judge W. H. Soper and 130 other 
citizens of Sistersville, West Virginia, against a reduction of the 
tariff—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of citizens of New York, for the wind- 
ing up of the National Capital Insurance Company of Washington, 
District of Columbia—to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of John H. Mitchell, of Shelby 
County, Tennessee, for compensation for property taken by the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Wolff & Brown, for compensation for horses 
impressed by Colonel Thomas Moonlight, commander of the Colorado 
military district—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of distillers, recifiers, and wholesale liquor deal- 
ers of the fifth collection district of Tennessee, for a reduction of the 
tax on spirits—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of sour-mash distillers of Lynchburgh, Tennessee, 
of similar import—to the same committee. 





IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 29, 1878. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I present the memorial of J. B. 
Buck and 131 others, workingmen residing at Ludlow, in the State 
of Vermont, engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods, remon- 
strating against any reduction of the duties which protect American 
labor and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee. 
I move the reference of this memorial to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. ' . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present the petition of B. F. Lucia, purporting 
to have been a soldier in the late war, praying for arrears of pen- 


sion. I will state, as to this petition and three or four others wil h 


I shall present, that they were sent to me by a gentleman whom I 
do not know personally, a lawyer, and I do not know these s!gua- 
tures, but I have no reason to doubt that they are genuine; I pre 
sent them for what they are worth. , 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 





1878. 


Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of Jane Hall, of Essex 
County, New York, praying for arrears of pension ; the petition of 
Rose McNally, praying for arrears of pension; and the petition of 
Milo A. Everest, of Addison, Vermont, praying for arrears of pen- 
sion; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions, : 
~ He also presented a petition of citizens of Addison County, Ver- 
mont, praying for a change in the pension laws that shall provide for 
the payment of arrears of pensions that the statute of limitations has 
barred ; Which was referred to the Committee on Finance, _ 

Mr. DORSEY. I present the petition of Katherine Chase Sprague, 
the owner of an estate near this city, who claims that her property 
was taxed largely in excess of its value. Sho therefore comes to 
Congress for relief. I move that the petition be referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. ; 

Mr. DORSEY. I also present several papers in relation to the 
same case, and move their reference to the same committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROLLINS presented the petition of Frank W. Miller, Ann L. 
Jenness, and 86 others, citizens of New Hampshire, praying for a six- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution so as to prohibit the several 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. FERRY presented the memorial of George W. Roby and 203 oth- 
ers, workingmen of Ludington, Michigan ; the memorial of J. B. Lyon 
and 67 others, workingmen of Bangor, Michigan; and the memorial 
of A. D. Carpenter and 28 others, workingmen of Leroy, Michigan, 
remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports and 
against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of C. F. Mason and others, citizens 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, remonstrating against any legislation 
aflecting the duties upon imports which is not based upon a thorough 
preliminary investigation of the details; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of H. W. Beck and others, wool- 
growers of Michigan, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties 
ou imported wools; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WINDOM presented the petition of C. H. Morrill and others, 
citizens of Wisconsin, praying that the tariff duties on sugar and 
melada may be made uniform; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. MORRILL. I present the memorial of H. Whitmore and a 
large number of workmen of the town of Springfield, Vermont, en- 
gaged in the manufacture of woolen goods. They represent that— 
tad as the situation is here, we are advised and believe that it is worse in Eng- 
land; that wages are lower there and goods cheaper, and that such a redaction of 
our tariff duties as will open the American market to their wares is greatly desired 
by English manufacturers. While we sympathize with foreign workmen, we owe 
a duty toour own families. We do not want charity, we want work; and we 
claim as a right the home market for the products of home industry. 

lor these reasons they “remonstrate against any reduction of duties 
which protect our labor,” and they ‘also remonstrate against the 
reimposition of the war tax upon tea and coffee.” I move that this 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the petition of J. C. Van Demon and 
othermanufacturers of woolens, at Washington, Fayette County, Ohio, 
employing forty workmen, remonstrating against a reduction of the 
duties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of the Congregational church 
of Waltham, Massachusetts, signed by the pastor, representing two 
hundred and eighty members, praying Congress to provide by appro- 
priate legislation for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TELLER presented the petition of Messrs. Wolff & Brown, of 
Colorado, praying compensation for horses pressed into the service of 
the United States by Colonel Thomas Moonlight ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG presented the petition of William H. Cornell, 
late acting assistant third engineer on the United States steamer 
Winnebago, praying to be paid his share of prize-money arising from 
captures made by said steamer during the late war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PADDOCK presented the petition of J. H. Boyle, B. J. Thomp- 
son, and others, female cttizens of Hebron, Thayer County, Nebraska, 
praying for an amendment to the Constitution so as to prohibit the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
. sex; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 

lons, 

He also presented the petition of Robert W. Furnas, president of 
the State Horticultural Socicty of Nebraska, and Daniel H. Wheeler, 
secretary, and secretary of the State Board of Agriculture, and others, 
citizens of Nebraska, praying the passage of a law authorizing the 
“ppomntment of a commission to visit European countries to investi- 
gate the subject of forestr y; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial and resolutions adopted by order of 
the board of county commissioners of Knox County, Nebraska, against 
the passage of Senate bill No. 4103, to enable the Suntee Sioux Ludians 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


TLL LT 


O31 


to acquire homesteads; which were referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of the Unitarian church of North- 
ampton, Massachusetts, signed by the pastor, Rey. C. B. Ferry, pray- 
ing for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church of Rock County, Wisconsin, signed by the 
officers, praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor trafiic ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of the Good Templars of 
Minnesota, officially signed, praying for the appointment of a com- 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the memorial of C. E. Langford and 64 
others, workingmen of Fulton, Whiteside County, Illinois, remonu- 
strating against a reduction of the duties on imports and against the 
reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of F. C. Brown and others, 
citizens of Monroe, Iowa, praying for the appointment of a comumis- 
sion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McDONALD presented the petition of Alonzo Marshall and 
others, citizens of Indiana, praying for the appointment of a commis- 
sion of inquiry concerning the aleoholic liquor tratlic; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of W. M. Thompson and others, cit- 
izens of Wayne County, Indiana, praying for the extension of the 
Sarven patent for improvementin carriage wheels; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. WADLEIGH presented additional papers in the matter of the 
application of Edmund R. Bachelder praying to be restored to the 
pension list; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HOWE presented tho petition of the Cedarburgh Woolen Mills 
and other manufacturers of Cedarburgh, Wisconsin, praying that 
Congress will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties 
until after it shall have ascertained by official inquiry the condition 
of the industries of the country and that the nature of the proposed 
legislation is such as in the opinion of practical business men would 
best promote the restoration of general prosperity; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of the Good Templars of Clinton, 
Wisconsin, oflicially signed, praying for the appointment of a com- 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of W. F. Marchant and others, inter- 
nal-revenue storekeepers of the first collection district of Wisconsin, 
praying to be restored to their former compensation of $5 a day; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GORDON presented the petition of citizens of the counties of 
Emanuel, Johnson, and Montgomery, Georgia, praying that mail route 
No. 15319, from Battle Ground, in Johnson County, to Mount Vernon, 
in Montgomery County, be so changed as to connect with mail ronie 
No. 15353, from Swainsborough, in Emanuel County, to Hartridge- 
ville; and also for the establishment of a new post-road at Kea’s 
Mill, with Burrell C. Kea as postmaster; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a resolution adopted at a meeting of citizens of 
Floyd County, Georgia, in favor of the repeal of the resumption act, 
the repeal of the national-bank law, in favor of the remonetization 
of silver and making it a legal tender, and for the unlimited coinage 
of silver; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of the elders and members of the 
Presbyterian church of Dahlonega, Georgia, praying indemnification 
for certain damage done to their church in 1865 by a detachment of 
United States troops while being quartered therein; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WINDOM, from the Committee on Appropriations, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 52) for the relief of C. H. Frederick, late 
a lieutenant-colonel in the Ninth Missouri Infantry, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 325) for the relief of Thomas Poultney, 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Patents; which was agreed to. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF LIBRARIAN OF 

Mr. SARGENT. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred an order to print 500 extra copies of the report of 
the Librarian of Congress for his use, to report a resolution, and ask 
for its present consideration. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to; as follows: 


Resolved, That 500 additional copies of t) 
gress be printed, with covers, for Lho use of 


CONGRESS. 


snnual report of the Librartan of Con- 
the Library of 


Congress 
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PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION PAINTING. 


Mr. HOWE. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Lihrary, to | 
whom was referred the joint resolution (H. I. No. 83) accepting a 
painting tendered to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, to report 
it back and recommend its passage. 

The resolution simply accepts the painting known as “ Carpenter’s | 
painting of the signing of the proclamation of emancipation.” The 
resolution came from the House, passed there unanimously, and as it 
involves no expense on the part of the Government, being a mere 
acceptance of the painting, and inasmuch as it is proposed to make | 
the presentation on the 12th of February, it is quite desirable that 
there should be early action ou the resolution. I ask for its imme- | 
diate consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- | 
eration of the joint resolution ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I wish to state as one member of | 
the Committee on the Library, that I do not concur in this report. 
While I feel duly sensible, I trust, of the patriotic intentions of this 
very estimable lady, I do not think myself that the picture is one of 
acharacter in point of art that makes it appropriate to put it up in | 
the Rotunda or any other public place in the Capitol as an ornament 
to the Capitol or as cultivating the taste of the American people. | 
Therefore I do not concur in this report. I do not object to its pres- 
ent consideration if the Senate want it. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, of New York City, having tendered to 
Congress Carpenter’s painting of President Lincoln and his Cabinet 
at the time of his first reading of the proclamation of emancipation, 
the resolution accepts the painting in the name of the people of the 
United States, and tenders the thanks of Congress to the donor for 
her generous and patriotic gift. The Joint Committee on the Library 
are instructed to make arrangements for the formal presentation of 
the painting to Congress on ‘Tuesday, the 12th of February next; 
and the committee are tocause the painting to be placed in an ap- 
propriate and conspicuous place in the Capitol, and to carefully pro- 
vide for its preservation. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the joint resolution pass? 

The question being put, the Chair declared that the noes appeared 
to prevail. 

A division was called for. 

Mr. HOWE. Let me say one word, Mr. President. This resolution 
passed the Honse unanimously. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is no argument here. 

Mr. HOWE. That is no argument here, it issaid. It isa painting 
which was offered to the Government year after year at $25,000 ; it 
is a painting for which the donor has paid $25,000. The public and 
artists never agree about the merits of a ae but this is one | 
widely known,and it has been engraved and cromoed and distributed 
more widely probably than any painting that has been produced in 
this country. 

Mr. WITHERS. What is the character of it? 

Mr. HOWE. It is entitled “The signing of the proclamation of 
emancipation.” It was painted at the White House, in the very 
place where the act was performed. Historically it is correct un- 


doubtedly. It has the locus; it has all the merits that Da Vinci's} Mr. ALLISON. I ask an order for the printing of 500 additional 


painting of “The last supper” ever had, I guess, and is quite as com- 
mendable asa work of art. That never had any merit, I think,except 
its accuracy of details. I hope this Senate has not attained to that 
pitch of excellence in the matter of art to refuse the gift of a paint- 
ing which has sold in the market for $25,000. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the passage of the 
joint resolution. 

There were on a division—ayes 29, noes 6; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ALLISON and others called for the yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered; and being taken resulted—yeas 44, nays 7; as follows: 


YEAS—4. 


| to introduce a bill (S. No. 623) to amend section 993 Revised s: ¥t 
| of the United States for the District of Columbia, so as t i 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtain d, leave 


~ : : ; , . 0 hake t} 
22d of February a holiday within said District; which was re ne : 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District o; 
lumbia. , 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg to call the attention of my friend 4 
chairman of the committee to this bill, as I think it isa proper bil 
to pass. , r4 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous cons 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 624) to provide for p) 
nographic reporters in the circuit courts and district courts of +) 
United States; which was read twice by its title, and referred to t)) 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
introduce a bill (S. No. 625) to repeal certain acts and parts of 
relating to the taxation of the deposits of savings-banks ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MAXEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leaye to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 626) to repeal certain contingent land yvrants 
in the Indian Territory, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 627) to amend the act approved March &, 16x. 
restoring lands to market along the line of the Pacilic Railroads ay 
branches; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Coy). 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 628) for the relief of George W. Smith: which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. , 

Mr. MERRIMON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 629) for the relief of Sidney 
S. McLane; which was read twice by its title, and, together with th 
papers on the files relating to the case, referred to the Committee oy 
Military Affairs. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 630) for the relief of John E. Barrett: 
which was read twice by its title, and, together with the papers on 
the files relating to the case, referred -to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. BAILEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 631) in relation to captured and abandoned 
property ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 632) for the relief of William II. Corne!l; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


nt 


acts 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. MAXEY, it was 


Ordered, That the poner in the case of C. J. Whitney, formerly lieutenant col 
onel Sixth Cavalry, be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Mil 
itary Affairs. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 


copies of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of 
the standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character, 
with the amendments. The superintendent of the document-room 
tells ine the issue is exhausted. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it to be paid for in silver ? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Under the rule the order will go to the 
| Committee on Printing. Is there objection to its immediate consid- 
eration ? 
|} Mr. EDMUNDS. It must go to the committee by statute. 
Mr. ALLISON. It is merely the printing of abill. We frequently 
order a reprint of bills. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The statute is, as I understand it—the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing is not here—that any order for the 
printing of additional copies of any document must go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. Ido not know anything about it myself, only 





Allison, Christiency, Howe, Plumb, 
Autheny, Cockrell, Ingalls, Ransom, 
Armstrong, Davis of IIL, Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 
Bailey Dawes, Kirk wood, Sargent, 
Barnum, Dorsey, Me Donald, Saunders, 
Deck, Eustis, MeMillan, Spencer, 
laine Ferry, Matthews, Teller, 
Burnside, Grover, Maxey, Thurman, 
Butler, Hamlin, Mitchell, Wadiecigh, 
Cameron of Penn., Hereford, Morrill, Windom, 
Cameron of Wis. Loar, Paddock, Withers, 
NAYS—7. 

Coke Edmunds, McCreery, Whyte, 
Dennis, Hill, Morgan, 

ABSENT—25. 
Rayard, Faton, Kernan, Saulsbury, 
Booth, Garland, Lamar, Sharon, 
Bruce, Gordon, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Chaffee, Harris, Merrimon, Wallace. 
Conkling, Johnstor Oglesby, 
Conover, Jones of Florida, Patterson, 
Davis of W. Va., Kellogg lKandolph, 


So the joint resolution was passed. 












that the account cannot be passed if the order happens to be wrong; 
that is all. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I ask, as is frequently asked here, a reprint 
of the silver bill with the amendments, including the amendment 
that I offered several days ago relating to a monetary confereice. — 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will not help you any. You can have it 
reported in half an hour. 

fr. ALLISON. ‘That is done every day. Of course if the Senator 
from Vermont does not want light on this silver question I will con- 
sent to have the order referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It goes there under the rule. _ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Chair will allow me, I do want light on 
the silver question, and the more the better, and I think that is w hat 
the country needs; but I do want to obey the statutes of the United 
States at the same time. : 

Mr. ALLISON. It is the daily custom to reprint bills with amend- 
ments, 





Mr. EDMUNDS. So be it : ithe law is the same nevertheless. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed order goes to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 
7 APPOINTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 


Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 
jered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


i That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and it hereby is, instructed 
re and report whether since the 28th day of July, A. D. 166, any person 
jinted to any position in the Army of the United States contrary to 
-jsion of section 28 of the act of that date relating to the Amny, or con- 
» section 1218 of the Revised Statutes. 


PRESERVATION OF ORDER. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer the following resolution for reference: 

R / That whenever there shall be any disturbance in the galleries or corri- 
f the Senate, it shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms and his force and 
Capitol police under his direction forthwith to arrest any person guilty of 

eh disturbance and bring him to the bar of the Senate to be dealt with; 

Jaleo to clear the galleries in case of any noise or disturbance therein when 

ted so to do by the Senate or its presiding oflicer. 

Jl be the duty of the presiding oflicer of the Senate to cause this order to 

be fully enforced. 


| offer this to be referred to the Committee on Rules, as I see 
on looking at the Journal it is open to a good deal of doubt as to 
whether an old order made, just like this in substance, is still in 


«i 


apy 


a beet 





he resolution was referred to the Committee on Rules. 
THE SINKING FUND. 
Mr. BECK. If there is no farther morning business I call up the 
resolution submitted by me on Monday, the 21st instant. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution is before the Senate and 
will be read, 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas it is of the highest importance in the present depressed condition of the 
istries of the people that taxation should be reduced to the lowest point con 
it with a faithful discharge of the obligations of the Government and an ece- 
yomical administration of its affai and 

Whereas the Secretary of the Treasury in his estimates of the sums to be pro- 
vided by the present Congress includes $37,196,045.04 to be applied during the next 
fixeal year in the purchase of United States bonds under the provisions of the acts 
of February 25, 1862, and July 14, 1870, providing a sinking fund for the extinction 
of the national debt ; and 

Whereas the last Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual report to the Forty- 

rth Congress in December, 1876, showed that up to July 1, 1876, the literal com- 

pliance with the provisions of said laws from the time they went into effect re- 

iired the application of $433,848,215.37 to the purposes provided for in said acts, 
: ut $658,992,226.14 had been so applied, being an excess of $225,144,010.77 over 
the amount required by the law to be so applied up to that date ; and 


sists 








Whereas the present Secretary of the Treasury, in his report to this Congress in 
December last, after repeating the statements of his predecessor upon that subject, 
says: “On the same basis the amount of the sinking fund would have reached 


175.315,888.78 on the Ist of July, 1477, on which date the reduction of the debt, in- 
cluding acerued interest less cash in the Treasury since its highest point in 1865, 
mounted to $696,273,348.17, or $220,954,459.39 in excess of the amount required by 
law to be provided for that fund :”’ Therefore, % 

Le it resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That it is 
unnecessary and inexpedient either to maintain or impose taxes at this time for the 
purpose of providing for the $37,196,045.04 asked for by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ry in his estimates for the purpose of providing further for the sinking fund, and 
that the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed not to purchase any bonds 
for the reduction of the principal of the national debt till the further order of Con- 
gress; and that the committees of Congress having charge of the subject be, and 
they are hereby, instructed not to provide for the payment during the next fiscal 
year of any part of said sum in the adjustment of the taxation required for the 
maintenance and support of the Government. 


Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I introduced the preamble and reso- 
lution which have been read for the purpose of obtaining an ex- 
pression of the sense of the two Houses upon what I consider the 
most important question now before Congress, which is, how can 
we best reduce taxation to relieve the people in the present de- 
pressed condition of the business of the country consistently with a 
jaithful discharge of the obligations of the Government. 

The Secretary of the Treasury in his report to Congress last De- 
cember presents a rather gloomy exhibit in the following statement 
on page 0: 

The revensee for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, estimated upon existing 
mwa, Wi yO: 


From customs 





PUStOMIG. .......00 medvucbwesucscesssiee Miseve cvetene $133, 000, 000 60 
From internal revenue..... ° 120, 000, 000 00 
OA ID 0 GUNN BN a ean adn usinebasnaaamse eccecece 1, 000, 000 00 


From tax on circulation and deposits of national banks. -... 
From repayment of interest by Pacific Railway Companies 
From customs fees, fines, penalties, &c 


7, 100, 000 
1, 100, 000 


00 
00 








erom Customs Tees, fines, penalties, AC ....... 2. ccccccccccccccece 1, 000, 000 00 
Frem fees—consular, letters-patent, and lands.......... soscsccece 1, 750, 000 00 
l'rom proceeds of sales of Government BORED, cnacctcsncvecccens 500, 000 00 
l'rom premium on sales of coin................- ke ere ane 50, 000 00 
rom profits on coinage, &C............0.0. SHRM Edessebessuvaes 1, 000, 000 00 
From miscellancous s0urces........scccssescce--e-cecceece iecnnie - 2,750,000 00 

Total ordinary receipts .........ccc0..-.-eseee- enhenne --. 269, 250, 000 00 


ate estimates of expenditures, for the same period, received from the several 
“secutive Departments, are as follows : 
Legislative, 










— Sa idtllhcs Tiki dics degaitamintigteunke snes ‘ei 2 243, 256 16 
Jatic L sees eats ceerce 13, 285, 462 25 
Non beet 391, 800 00 





Foreign intercourse 1,214. 397 


coves 50 
piieery establishment. ... 31, 597, 270 68 
india coteblishment heb eceseneners 16, 233, 234 40 
Ne tan affairs........ » 5 415. 91 20 
ensions......... reewreec uns Reacts ehowcemcuece TIEIEIIEPIEE. ge’ 900! 000 00 

Amount carried forward ................. a —— 98,984,412 19 
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DS DRE IDNR skint titnvcusddesdsuunnennesos $98,924,412 19 
Public works 
Treasury Department ...... ... 5, O76, 675 90 
War Department.............. . 7, 953, O77 76 
Re DORs vn cdi cnesieseesas 2, 314, 231 00 
Interior Department ................. 526, 244 00 
Department of Agriculture................ 15, 70 00 
DE. tiduiiivistie Cabodabacetennue aameke &, 093, G72 72 
NINN < 24... a'u's easiness Kanes winnue was Edina valentine 15, 144, 585 22 











Permanent annual a eeeetinn: 
Interest on the public debt 








92, G80, R02 £ 
































Sinking fund...... asiaiiieihdi a aneieniants ngeoq dees es epee 37, 196, 045 04 
Refunding acts—customs, internal revenue, lands, &c.......-... 5, 045, 000 00 
Collecting revenue from customs. ...... tae eal eee 6, 500, 000 00 
I ciicodsientbeineneensseapackcsnakcacoteunnnednent 1, 161, 300 04 

Total estimated expenditures... ............-cccccecccceees 220, G88, 796 33 








Tt will appear that if Congress shall make appropriations based upon the for 
going estimates, including $37,196,045.04 for the sinking fund, there will be a deti- 
ciency at the close of the fiscal year of $11,438,796.32. 


He shows, however, that the estimates of expenditures for the next 
fiscal year exceed the expenditures for the same purposes for the last 
fiscal year over $13,000,000, and adds : 


Assuming that Congress will not increase the aggregate national taxation at a 
time when all industries are oppressed by the weight of local taxation, the Seere- 
tary recommends that the aggregate appropriations for the tiscal year ending Juno 
30, 1879, exclusive of interest and sinking fund, should not exceed $140,000,000, 
This will require the appropriations to be reduced at least $11,000,000 below the es- 
timates submitted above—a reduction that, in the opinion of the Secretary 
made without crippling any branch of the public service. 

Reduction in public expenditures cannot be secured merely by a reduction of 
appropriations. It must be accompanied by a careful revision of the laws which 
fix the salary and number of employés, by a reduction of the amount expended on 
— works now in progress, by postponement of all new works not indispensa 

le for the public service, and by judicious scrutiny of disbursements. 
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It will be observed that among the items of expenditure insisted 
upon are $37,196,045.04 for the sinking fund, which means for the pur- 
chase of the outstanding bonds of the Government so as to still fur- 
ther reduce the principal of the debt of the United States over 
$37,000,000 during the next fiscal year. My object is to try and sat- 
isfy the Senate that we are under no obligation either to maintain 
or impose taxes to pay this sum of money for the purchase of bonds. 
If we are not, I assume that Senators will agree that we ought not. 
It would be mere declamation, after the repeated presentation of the 
well-known facts, for me to urge the importance of giving relief 
whenever it is possible to an overburdened people. I shall there- 
fore only try to show how we can do it. The Secretary admits that 
Congress ought to reduce appropriations at least $11,000,000 below 
the estimates he presents, saying it is “‘ a reduction that, in the opin- 
ion of the Secretary, can be made without crippling any branch of 
the public service.” I think I could show how a reduction of over 
$30,000,000 can be made without injury or embarrassment to any 
branch of the service, and I would begin with the custom-house and 
internal-revenue services and the management of Indian affairs, but 
I will for the present confine myself to the Secretary’s estimates and 
the points set forth in the preamble to the resolution now before the 
Senate, 

If we obey the Secretary by striking $11,000,000 from the estimates 
he says there will be no deficiency in the revenue “estimated upon 
existing laws,” even if we provide for the $37,000,000 he asks for tae 
sinking fund. If we do not provide for that fund we can safely re- 
duce taxation to the extent of $37,000,000 and still have ample reve- 
nue for all the legitimate purposes of the Government, even if we 
make none of the reforms which the Secretary in his Ohio speech last 
fall showed could be easily made and which he avowed the adminis- 
tration had begun and intended to continue. The facts 1 have set 
forth in the preamble seem to me conclusive as to the right—and the 
duty is as urgent as the right is clear—to adopt the resolution, and, 
while I have decided opinions as to the subjects and objects to which 
the reduction should apply, Ido not now propose to urge my views 
on the committees whose duty it is to pass upon them in the first 
instance. If the authority and direction I desire is given to them, I 
hope to be able to urge my views hereafter so as to meet their ap- 
proval. Speaking of the sinking fund the present Secretary, in his 
last report, says: 

In the last annual report (page 10) my predecessor stated that, had the resources 
of the Treasury during each fiscal year, commencing with 162, been sufficient to 
make a literal compliance with the conditions of the sinking-fund law practicable, 
a total of $433,248,215.37 would have been applied to that fund July J, 1876, whereas 
the actual reduction of the debt, including accrned interest, in the 
Treasury at that date, amounted to $654,992, 226.44. On the same basis the amount 
in the sinking fund would have reached 3475 on the Ist of July, 1*77, on 
which date the reduction of the debt, including accrued interest, less éash in the 
Treasury, since its highest point in 1°65, amounted to $596,273,348.17, or $220,954,- 
450.39 in excess of the amount required by law to be provided for that fund 

The report to which Secretary Sherman refers is that of Hon. Lot 
M. Morrill, late Secretary of the Treasury, made to Congress in De- 
cember, 1867, in which he says: 

THE SINKING FUND. 

By the terms of the act of February 25, 162, it was provided that after the Ist 
day of July, 1862, 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the United States should be 
purchased or paid within cach fiseal year, to be set apart as a sinking fund ; also, 
that the interest on said fand should in like manner be applied to the par Mise OF 
payment of the debt rhe sixth section of the act of July 14, 1°70, also required 
that, in addition to other amounts to be applied to the redemption or payment of 
the public debt, an amount equal to the interest on all bonds belonging to the afore- 
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315, 888.7 

















































































































said sinking fund should be applied to the payment of the public debt. 
From the time when the act first named was to go into effect, until August 31, 
1865, the demands upon the Treasury for expenses inci t to the war were greatly 





and theretore 


in excess of the revenues of the Government 


there was ne surplus 
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income which could be applied to the extinguishment of the debt or the creation 
of a sinking fund, and consequently the law providing for that fund was during that 
period necessarily rendered inoperative. 

it will be noticed that the statute contemplated that a certain sum should be ap- 
plied with n each fiscal year to the account of the sinking fund. If the resources 
of the Treasury during each fiscal year, commencing with July, 1-62, had been 


Secretary of the Treasury shall from time to time direct: and thir 

the residue thereof to be paid into the Treasury of the United deen Ai 
when it was a well-known fact that neither Secretaries (| ant “i 
senden, nor McCulloch had ever opened a separate ; 


, Fee 
sinking-fy 












































ail 
| account or treated the public revenues otherwi an ; — 
suflicient to have made a literal compliance with the conditions of the law prac be used as the public e _ a Peregeenne . - l thes Wise than as funds to 
ticable, the account would at the close of the last fiscal year have appeared upon 2 os nO Pmaene 4 — we quired. ecretary Boutw ll first 
the books of the Department as follows: opened a separate account in 1569, but even that was a mere forn 
Amaranth for Geedk your 9008 ee actin: ideas g5, 550, 209 97 | he purchased bonds largely in excess of what he considered nena. 
DEE AE CHEE GUO on cicikcwedabdnewsonseuceeGbbbeassanrs 12, 14,090 52 | to place to the credit of the sinking fund, as an eXamination of ¢}; 
Li i Ci SOR MOU. .0s pntocksadoutnenss sepueaseasabonnsbhbe <0, 233,683 45 | finance report f 5, pe 502. wi r "The f, 7 = 
roamed for fiscal year 19668 le a ie eae el oe ae 30, 490, 707 15 oe re port for 1575, page 002, Ww ill show. The following exhibit 
SPD BENET + « ... cnceminensnecacbanenkubueeisinoseae 34, 080, 531 88 there appears: 
Amount for fiscal year 1868 ..................... weeeeneeeeeeeeseee 33, 736, 306 85 | Statement of 5.20 bonds purchased from May 11, 1869, (date of first per 
Mout seal year 156! 34. 638. 937 0: 4 ‘ A — ; J Sirst pur- 
Amount aoe Se - yent —_ nbeSS KU PRN n she see RES ROUEN OREN SER ETS 34, 63 933 = chase, ) to June 30, 1874, with cost in currency. : 
Appeknls Oi CneE MORE BONE. vnsénvencuvoeuscieosvuddctonwesssevaseve 36, 370, 257 59 aca _—* oe ~ 
ASRS Ser et PINE CED ciccepesecsrnpnpet cseeuevensrs scp eneeniben 36, 07, 573 43 | To June 30,| Cost i: 
RE EE Ge POND SEED o ccccedicnconcouwnspenssecésbovassussins 36, B59, 924 20 Lean. 1874. ; say 
RE SP EEE 5. nc encucteeunbikkniwediaiinssénuaparaunda 38, 012, 930 63 | 
ae ae Dinan of ain ace ac 30, 5.46, 019 66 eee es 
Amount for fiscal year 1876 . .....- 22.200 -seeee cree ee eeeeceeeeeeeeees 40, G81, 331 02 | Five-twenties of 1862,..................-.ceeeceeee- $56, 059, 350 | 862, 545, 367 99 
: oe ———. | Five-twenties of March, 1864.............ccccccece | 1, 119, 800 1, 307. 298 49 
EE cntccusnvodsnacnnintssen evaentesepeunqeenewneueenell 433, 848, 215 37 | Five-twenties of June, 1864......................... 43, 459) 750 ct Ran aan on 
On the 3ist of August, 1865, the public debt, as represented upon the books of | Five-twenties of 1865 ..................22.. cece eeee 36, 023, 2: 40. 19% OLS ag 
the Department, and shown by the public debt statement, reached its highest | Consols of 1865............-.....220-ceeeeeeseeee e--| 118,950,550 | 133, 440, 209 95 
point, namely NED SE nnnscscbanctuimenesacsevenncansxe e--| 62,846,950 | 70, 979) 851 oF 
Debt, less bonds issued to the various Pacific Railroad Companies, Consols Of 1808....0+-+-+0e0-eeeeereeeeee rene eeeenes 4,794,050 | 5,510,412 06 
and less cash in the Treasury oun wan tats .-- $2, 756, 431, 571 43 Total ei Ene - 
On June 30, 1876, the debt, including acerned interest, less bonds as Total ae ae Peete eee ae ee ee ee 323, 253, 800 | 363, O12, 332 71 
issued to the Pacific Railroad Companies, and less cash in the Purchased in last fiscal year..........-.-+ neeserey | 1, 096, 500 | 1, 204, 251 68 
ET FINE <0 akan kcunhke dipdnendeden aneeeabeseond ian scnneneen 2, 099, 439, 344 99 . . wee a — ~ 
: ae Pramened te Saks BR, BOB. coe isinns cnscusccccesses | 324,350,300 | 364, 276, 614 39 
Reduction of the debt............ St thebeneodenseneehesns 656, 992, 226 44 — - a _ aE ES 
The terms of the law of February, 25, 1862, required by the operations of asink- | Statement ¢ mount pure , r ginki pr . : 
iny-fund account that the public debt should be reduced in the sum of $133.54s,- . , f a 2 hased for sinking fund, (embraced in above 


215.37 between July 1, Ix62, and the close of the last fiscal year. A reduction has 


been effected during that period of $656,992,226.44, or $225,144,011.07 more than was 
absolutely required 


It can therefore be said, as a matter of fact, that all of the pledges and obliga- 
tious of the Government to make provision for tho sinking fund and the cancella- 
tion of the public debt have been fully met and carried out. 

Hon. William A. Richardson while Secretary of the Treasury pub- 
lished a book entitled Practical Information Concerning the Public 
Debt of the United States with the National Banking Laws Among 
other things he Says: 

The great revenues of the country in excess of the expenditures have enabled 
the Secretary to purchase bonds much more extensively than the sinking-fund law 


absolutely requires, and the debt has been more rapidly reduced than by the oper- 
ation of that fund alone 


Dut the sinking fund itself will extinguish the entire national debt in about 
thirty years, or soon after the close of the nineteenth century ; the exact time de- 
pending upon the price at which the purchases may be made in future. 

I think these statements from the last three Secretaries exhanst 
the argument in favor of the right and duty of Congress to cease to 
impose further burdens upon the people at a time like this for the 
purpose of reducing the principal of a debt bearing on an average 
less than 5 per cent. interest before it is due, when the holders not 
only do not desire payment but are anxious to have the time for pay- 
ment postponed, by taking money to pay it with from the people to 
whom the money so taken is worth on an average 10 per cent. Why 
should we be so anxious to pay the bonds in advance of our pledges 
and our obligations, with the enormous load of State, municipal, cor- 
porate, and individual indebtedness, contracted in prosperous times, 
at high rates, and, if you please, in an intlated currency, now to be 
met with a contracted currency and greatly depreciated property ? 
Are not our bonds high enough? Are public creditors suffering? 
Has their property in bonds, which are exempted from all taxation, 
general and local, fallen in price like the other property of the coun- 
try? Nobody will so assert; the reverse is true, Is their security 
diminishing? In ordinarily prosperous times the value of the prop- 
erty of the United States doubles in ten years, the public debt is a 
mortgage upon it all. Congress has the constitutional power “to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay thedebts * * * 
of the United States” to any extent and for any amount necessary. 
The same principles govern public and private transactions. If I 
own property worth $100,000 and owe $10,000, and I know that with 
ordinary care my property if I can keep it will be worth $200,000 in 
ten years, making the debt only 5 per cent. of what Lam worth in- 
stead of ten as it is now, I will surely let it ran and pay the interest 
only, and my creditor will ask no better security for his principal. 
That is the condition of our public debt now, as it relates to the people 
and their creditors, if Congress will only give them a chance to man- 
age their own affairs to advantage instead of depriving them of the 
means of doing so by the unnecessary exercise of its power of taxa- 
tion—with this difference in favor of delay, that in thirty years the 
present debt will be a burden of about 1} per cent. on the property 
of the people, instead of 74. as now. It is hard to determine what 
induced the Forty-third Congress to exhibit such zeal for the main- 
tenance of the strict letter of the law of February 25, 1562, which 
required that the coin collected by tariff taxation should be “set 
apart as a special fund, and shall be applied as follows: First to the 
payment in coin of the intersts on the bonds and notes of the United 
States ; second, to the purchase or payment of 1 per cent. of the en- 
tire debt of the United States, to be made within each fiscal year 
after the Ist day of July, 1862, which is to be set apart as a sinking 
fund, and the interest of which shall in like manner be applied to the 
purchase or payment of the public debt of the United States, as the 
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Five-twenties of 1862 .......... ° 
Five-twenties of March, 1264 
Five-twenties of June, 1864 
Five-twenties of 165 

Consols of 1865 
Consols of 1267 








” 

Consols of 1868..... ecosse Seecee ~00 
BE ves subsesahennses in cba ed nipehees pendiessucalberanees 050 
Purchased during year ...............- ecennces seccee seceecoscces 1, 096, 300 
Total purchased for sinking fund................-........ 142, 10%, 550 


It will thus be seen that bonds were actually purchased and paid 
for, not redeemed by conversion into bonds bearing a lower rate of 
interest under the act of July 14, 1870, to an amount exceeding 
$324,000,000, for which over $364,000,000 was paid in legal-tender 
notes and only $142,000,000 thereof credited to the sinking fund. I 
fail to understand by what authority $40,000,000 was paid as a pre- 
mium to purchase these bonds, unless iit was to maintain the sinking 
fund under the provisions of the act of 1862, and, if that was so, by 
what authority over $182,000,000 of the bonds so purchased have been 
withheld from that fund, and we are now called upon to impose aud 
maintain taxation to the extent of over $37,000,000 a year for a fund 
amply provided for for at least five years to come. I am glad to see, 
by a bill which I hold in my hand, that a very able Representative 
at the other end of this Capitol [Mr. SCHLEICHER, of Texas] is caus- 
ing an inquiry to be made into this question there. I agree with him 
that, even under the provisions of the act of March 1, 1569, which 
declare— 

But none of said interest-bearing obligations not already due shall be redeemed 
or paid before maturity unless at such time United States notes are convertible 
into coin at the option of the holder or unless the bonds of the United States beat 
ing a lower rate of interest than the bonds to be redeemed can be sold at par in 
coll— 
no purchases of bonds could lawfully be made with legal-tender 
notes, or with coin colleeted by tariff taxation for any other purpose, 
so long as the bonds purchased were not due, and none of the five- 
twenties are; though we have-the option to pay them after five years 
from date, the creditor cannot demand payment till after twenty 
years; hence their name, unless United States notes were at the time 
of the purchase convertible into coin at the option of the holder, 
which we all know has never been the case. It isnot pretended that 
the bonds purchased as stated in the reports I have read were bonis 
bearing a higher rate of interest redeemed and paid for by the sale 
at par in coin of bonds bearing a lower rate of interest, as provided 
for in the last clause of the act of 1869. Therefore, as I said, I see 
no legal way to maintain the purchases of so many bonds except to 
apply them to the sinking fund, and that is evidently what all three 
of the Secretaries, Richardson, Morrill, and Sherman, felt when they 
made the statements I have presented. That being so, our right and 
duty to reduce taxation to the extent of $37,000,000 and to instruct 
the Secretary of the Treasury and the committee as the resolution 
proposes seem to me to be very clear. Our constituents are not t 
blame, and should not suffer by any blunder or defect in the form of 
keeping accounts in the Treasury Department. The question for us 
to determine is, has the national debt been reduced 1 per cent. pet 
annum from the time it was contracted np to the present time. 1 
accordance with the provisions of the act of 1562? Have the people 








1878. 


furnished the 
obligations of that Fed 
where on this subject ; it is as applicable now as then: 

n ¢ following table of receipts in gold collected from 1861 to 1874 as customs 
jues, together with the amen of interest payable in those years, will be usefal 
as showing the large amount which the republican managers of the Adiministra- 
tiou bad in their hands to apply to the sinking fund if they had seen fit or deemed 
t nm ‘ essary 50 to do 
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, Interest Customs 
Year. obligations. receipts. 


$4, 000, 174 
13, 190, 324 
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From the above figures it will be seen that the total customs receipts for the 
fourteen years embraced in the table were $70,220,963 in excess of the entire in- 
terest obligations of the General Government for the same period, all of which 

wee excess, according to the construction now sought to be given to the law of 
|-2, was next applica>le to the payment of the sinking fund, as ample revenues 
were furnished from other sources of taxation to supply all the ordinary wants of 
the Government. In this counection the following table taken from the Finance 
Report of 1873, page 2, may be useful to prove more fully the truth of my state- 
ment on this subject: 
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$357, 542, 675 
377, 340, 224 86 
322, 865, 277 80 
309, 653, 560 75 


27 
32 
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$490, 634, 010 
405, 638, 083 
370, 18, 256 
411, 253, 477 


292, 177, 188 25 383, 323, 944 89 
277, S17, 962 67 374, 106, 867 56 
200, 345, 245 33 333, 7338, 204 67 
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2, 768, 8&2, B44 43 


, 227, 442, 194 82 


Collections over expenditures.........--.].- cocecccces nore 541, 440, 649 61 








It will thus be seen that, notwithstanding the enormous expenditures of the 


Government for the last seven years, the amount coerced from the people which | 


reached the Treasury was yet $541,440,000 greater. 
sum collected was in gold. 


There can be no pretense, in view of all these fects, that there was any lack of 
means to reduce the national debt even far beyonu what has been done. 


If Senators will take the trouble to look over the debate which 
took place in both Houses when the bill approved March 3, 1875, en- 
titled “An act to further protect the sinking fund and provide for the 
exigencies of the Government” was being considered, they will find 
that no such information as we are now placed in possession of by 
Secretaries Morrill and Sherman in the reports which by the Consti- 
tution and laws they are required to make was before either House ; 
if it had been, that act which imposed over $36,000,000 of additional 
taxation annually (indirectly in its tariff features by the restoration 
of 10 percent. additional protection over $50,000,000) would never have 
passed. As it was, with all the efforts to alarm Congress by the cry 
that the debt could not be refunded and that the faith of the nation 
was at stake, the bill was reported by a committee equally divided, 
and was laid on the table in the Senate by a vote of 30 to 29, and on 
reconsideration it passed by a vote of 30 to 29; while in the House 
under some new rule ingeniously arranged a substitute for the bill, 
which had been discussed and which could not pass, was pushed 
through, under the management of the present Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Dawes,] without consideration, in Committee of the 
Whole, neither debate nor amendments being allowed, by a vote of 
123 to 114. It is very evident from the debate in the House, in which 
the bill originated, that the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


More than half of the immense 


Means [Mr. Dawes] was grossly deceived by the Treasury officials | 


or somebody else. Among other things he said: 


Had we paid into the sinking fund each year, as the law required, an amount equal 


» the interest on the public debt for that year, to the interest upon the sinking 


—nees we have actually paid into that fand only §141,000,012.50. We have fallen 
- of the obligation which law imposed upon us in reference to that sinking 
| » the difference between four hundred and seventeen millions five hundred 
and fifty-six thousand and odd dollars and one hundred and forty-one millions 
twelve thousand and fifty odd dollars. 

=. NIBLACK. It is claimed upon the other side by those who hold the views of the 
feat eman from Massachusetts | Mr. Dawes] that the purchase of bonds from time 
- ie Was an equitable compliance with this provision of the law requiring an 
Mmount to be set apart each year for the sinking fund. 
gentleman his views on that subject. 


Mr. Dawes. There are those who believe that if we had paid of the public debt 


administration with the means to comply with the | altogether in the aggregate an amount equal to what the law required us to pay 


act? I quote from a former speech I made else- | 


nd, we should have paid into the sinking fund up to 1874 the sum of $417,556,056 ; | 


I desire to hear from the | 
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into the sinking fund, we have equitably discharged our duty in that regard. In 
reference to that I desire to say, to begin with, that the law is explicit, that we 
shall pay “each year,” year by year, so much into the sinking fund. And I desire 
to call the attention of my colleague upon the Committee of Ways and Means [{ Mr. 
Niblack] to the fact that the construction of the law does not relieve us from a 
violation of our obligations to the sinking fund. Al! the bonds we have purchased, 
including those which I have already stated were charged to the sinking fund, 
make a total of but $381,467,087.72, against 417,556,000, which the sinking fund re 

quires to-day at our hands. Therefore all we have done toward the reduction of 
the public debt, if it could with propriety be applied to the discharge of our obli- 
gations to the sinking fund and could with equity be considered sufticiently dis- 
tribted over all the years, would yet fall short of the requirements of the sinking 
fund by some $36,000,000. 

Mr. Beck. Is the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | Mr. Dawrs] 
officially informed of that fact, so that he can publish it in the Recorp? 

Mr. Dawgs. Iwill publish in the Reconp just exactly what the sinking fund 
required each year, together with just exactly what has been paid into the sinking 
fund and to the bonds we have purchased outside of the sinking fund. 
that answers fully the question. 

~ f Beck. Has that information been furnished by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury 

Mr. Dawss. I have the figures from the Treasury Department. The following 
table shows the requirements of the sinking fund cach year since its enactment 


iAcetd cvetedebieen decinen Eeebeshecwetcctessederseenne saaweeekeeed $11, 869 
) s 8 20, 002 
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276, 481 





BORA ccacneccace Aad tecesuereessercopeesecossoucesccsoseenets 417, 556, 000 56 


Total amount of bonds purchased on sinking-fund account $141, 012, 050 


| Amount purchased in excess of that required for sinking-fund account... 182, 241, 750 


Since purchases for that account commenced in 1869. ...............--. 323, 255, 200 
To this sum may be added other bonds redeemed to the amount I have stated 
Mr. Beck. I want to say to the House just now that there are 3400,009,000 and 

over of 7.30 bonds and 3 per cent. certificates also taken up and canceled that the 

Secretary of the Treasury has held back, in addition to the other bonds, if he has 

made the statement the gentleman suggests. 


linsisted then, as I do now, that the statements on which the 
chairman of the committee relied, and on which the House finally 
acted, were not true. We now know they were not, and if we had 
then known what three Secretaries, two of them officially, tell us are 
the facts, the bill would not have received any respectable support 
in either House. The statements from the Treasury Department on 
which the then chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means re- 
lied with so much confidence, goes far to prove what the Senator 
from West Virginia [Mr. Davis} has so often and so ably shown on 
this floor that the Treasury officials, relying on the ignorance of Con- 
gress, or on our inability to detect false statements, make such ex- 
hibits as suit their purposes. It was thendeemed important to force us 
to pass the sinking-fund bill, and a table was exhibited showing that 
up to 1874, the sinking fund required a payment of $417,556,000.56, 
Mr. MORRILL, in 1577, reports officially to Congress that it only re- 
quired up to 1874 $353,630,864.69, or $53,925, 135.87 less than stated as 
the true amount when the bill was up. If even that fact had been 
known it would not have been passed, as Mr. DAWES admitted that we 
were only $36,000,000 short of an equitable compliance with the law, 
and we now know that fund required really $54,000,000 less than 
the Treasury Department claimed that it did, while the payments 
were in fact hundreds of millions more than they admitted. The 
faith of the nation was as usual brought to the front with great 
power in that debate in aid of a false oflicial statement of facts. 

Mr. DawkEs said, page 1183: 


And, sir, the effect of a sinking fund npon the value of our bonds has been more 
pointedly than ever before brought to the attention of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Within the last month in his efforts to negotiate our 5 per cent. and 4} per 
cent. bonds in funding the 5.20 bonds. The fact that our sinking fund, instead 
of being $417,556,000 and on the way to pay tho entire public debt within thirty 
years, lacks almost two-thirds of that amount—the difference between $417,000,000 
and $147, 000,000—has told upon the credit of the nation and the value of her bonds 
within the last few months in the markets of the world to an aggregate amount of 
more than we ask you to raise by this bill. 


Again he said, page 1185, to show how the money could be raised 
and the amount required : 

Mr. Chairman, this tax upon whisky will yield $16,#40,000 ; the tax npon tohacco 
of 4 cents on the pound will yield $4,200,000; that.on sugar will yield $8,21:3,000 ; 
the 10 per cent. restoration will yield $8,000,000. The whole increase, therefore, by 
this bill will yield, Mr. Chairman, $37,750,000. 


Such were substantially the representations upon which the bill 
passed the House. I presented the facts then in substance as they 
are known now; but they were then officially denied. Others did 
so, but the majority followed their leaders. 

It was sent to the Senate and taken up on the 1st day of March, 
when Congress was compelled to adjourn sine die on the 4th. 
ator Sherman, in speaking of it, said : 

This bill comes to us with a very taking title. It is almost impossible for me to 
vote against a bill which is intended “to protect the sinking fund and provide for 
the exigencies of the Government.” But this bill also comes very much in the 
natore of a ‘stand and deliver or die.” We are obliged to take this bill without 
amendment—without the dotting of an ¢ or the crossing of at 


Sen- 
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That was true, as the Senator who had charge of it (Senator Mor- | the obligation extinguished by it, the Government, by whic} I 


RILL, of Vermont) had just said. I quote: 


And let me say to Senators that we are pledged by a public solemn declaration 
of the publie faith, invelving the honor of the nation, that we will every year de 

te 1 per cent. to a sinking fund; that is to say, that we will appropriate to that 
fund asum equal to the one-handredth part of the amount of the public debt. 
Unless we do that we sacrifice our honor, our pledged public faith, and we also 
deprive the Seeretary of the Treasury of all power of refunding $1,157,000,000 of 
public debt that now is paying 6 per cent. at a lower rate of interest. I regard it 
as extremely important that we should enable the Secretary to fund all of our re- 
maining debt at a lower rate of interest. Unless we furnish the funds to keep our 
faith, we shall be unable to fund the remainder of the public debt, whereby ion 
number of millions will be annually saved from now until the maturity of tho 
debt at a lower rate of interest than it now bears. That is the consideration which 
I press upon my own friends on this side of the Chamber as well as upon the other 
side of the Chamber. I do think that this is a bill that no Senator, no matier what 
his politics may be, can aflord to vote against. 


And he also told the Senate as the other House had been told. I 
again quote his language: 
before commencing an explanation of the bill, however, let me say that if the 
bill had been sabmitted to me for my own preparation as to what would be best 
I would most certainly have prepared a different bill from this. The bill does 
not suit me personally, and I presume every Senator could say as much. Ishould 
be much better satistied with eomething else, but I am satisfied (and so waa every 
member of our committee) that we cannot pass a bill here if we alter it even to 
the extent of a single word. Such is the condition of the business and rules of 
the House that further consideration there is impracticabk We must take this 
loll as it stands or nothing It is literally “neck or nothing.” 


From the debate in both Houses I am warranted in saying that if 


the now known facts had been then known the taxation imposed by | 


that bill never would have been imposed, and that it is our duty 
now torelieve the country from that taxation. I will not now answer 
the argument that we must each year and every year buy 1 per cent. 
of our bonds—that is sticking in the bark. Did we agree never to 
modify our tariff! laws? Could any Congress bind another not to do 
so’ War, embargoes, blockades, non-iutercourse acts, might at times 
cut off revenues from tarifls altogether. We made no contract with 
the bondholders. We gavea pledge to the country as well as to them 
that the debt should be annually reduced. The whole amount issued 
by the act of 1562, legal-tenders included, was only $650,000,000, We 
gave a general assurance by the act that we would so adjust revenue 
as to provide annually as soon as it was practicable—and it was not 
even attempted till after August, 1865—for a reduction of the debt 1 
per cent. from the date when it was contracted, so that its ultimate 
eXtinetion would be kept in view; and we have done it not only on 
the debt but upon all indebtedness, founded and floating, and are now 
$220,000,000 in advance of our promise, even upon that most liberal 
construction of the meaning of the word debt. It would be the sheer- 
est impudence for any bondholder to complain of want of faith on 
our part under such cirefimstances. I do not think any of them will 
venture to make such complaint. 

I observe that the present Secretary of the Treasury, on page 2 of 
his last report, shows that he did not apply the surplus revenue of 
the last fiseal year to the purchase of bonds, but used it to contract 
the currency, which was costing nothing and was much needed by 
the people. His statement, after giving receipts and expenditures, 


1s 


Leaving a surplus revenue Of .........2.-ceccceeeeees evccesescocces $30, 340, 577 69 


W hich was applied as follows: 
To the redemption of United States notes, &c £10, O71, 617 
fo the redemption of fractional currency i 14, 043, 458 
fo the redemption of 6 per cent. bonds for the sinking fund 447, 500 
To increase of cash balance in the Treasury............-. 5, 778, 002 64 


30, 340, 577 69 


The amount duo the sinking fand for the year was $33,729,833. 20, leaving a defi- 
ciency on this account of $38,380,255. 51 


But I will not stop to comment on that, as I only desire to present 
the question plainly. 

Che temptation is great to show how the increased protection of 
10 per cent. by that bill has diminished imports; how a few sugar re- 
finers have been enabled to swindle the Government by the way in 
which the sugar duties are arranged ; how the small producers of 
tobacco are compelled to take one-half or one-third of the real value 
of their little crops or get nothing for them, and how great dealers 
with immense capital and credit, like the Lorillards in New York, are 
swallowing upall the small and poor manufacturers in the producing 
regions; how the tax on distilled spirits increased the price to the 
consumer of all the drugs, perfumes, and other manifold products 
of industry of which alcohol forms an important part, and how the 
Saint Louis, New Orleans, and other great frauds were stimulated, ¢ 
the temptation to steal increased. But I said I would not now embar- 
rass the action of the committee by suggestions as to the proper sub- 
jectsof reduction. I have faith that they will make it in the interest 
of the people. A few words as to the sinking fund, and I am done. 

The only conditions in which a sinking fund can be economically 
collected and applied are either when revenue derived from taxation 
cannot be diminished or can be maintained without injury to the in- 
dustries of the people, or when interest is from any cause so low that 
money can be borrowed below the rate paid on the outstanding debt, 
and thus a conversion of obligations into the cheaper liabilities 
can be effected. Whenever money is borrowed, whether from the tax- 
payer or from other parties, when it is worth more or costs more than 


| circumstances is to give a false appearance of improvement 


| thus enable the people to produce wealth, which adds to (! 
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the people, becomes impoverished, instead of enriched or rel, he 
the transaction. The only effect of a redaction of debt unde; 
the body of the people less able to pay what remains. 
Congress as well as the Secretaries of the Treasury recooy} 
fact, notwithstanding the act of February 25, 1862, that dy “it 
war, When our debt was rapidly increasing, it would be the 
sham to pretend to devote 1 per cent. of our revenues to th 
fund, as that law required, and its provisions were cons 
wholly disregarded. What a contemptible farce it would | 
to be annually setting aside 1 per cent. on $1,100,000,000 in 1x02 
in 1°65 we had increased the debt to over $2,600,000,000! 
any country can do—and that this country has done—is to app 
surplus revenues it can raise without injury to its people to t! 


| ment of its debt. When war, prostration of industries, or apy 0; A 


calamity produced by foreign or domestic causes comes npon ys 
are required to stop payment of principal not due and cease 
tempt to reduce it till more prosperous times. If we have cou plied 
with our obligations equitably and fairly, nobody has a right to, 
mand technical or mere verbal accuracy in great affairs of state, | 


| certainly augment the wealth of the country in the most advantac 


and most available manner when we place at the disposal of | 
community a portion of what is now taken from it by taxation, 9 
L110 SOCUTILY 
of their creditors, especially when we cease to take from tle people 
money worth to them 10 per cent. to pay their own debts beari: 
per cent. We would be considered very foolish, especially if 
compelled to do so, to borrow money at 10 per cent. to pay otf a debt 
bearing 5. Taking it by taxation is the same thing, accomplisl, 
by the most costly and often corrupt instrumentalities. Therefore 
the whole question resolves itself to this: ought we to impose taxes, 
pay commissions, keep up costly and complicated machinery to 
coerce money from the people, worth to them 10 per cent., to creat: 
what we see fit to call a sinking fund, to pay off a debt not « 
which creditors do not want, bearing less than 5 per cent., when 
have already anticipated our obligations $220,000,0007 Oughi 
be expending all the energies of the Government to intlate thy 
of debts and contract the value of our means of payment, tha 
seems to have been the chief object of Congress for some years yas 
Ought we, beyond the point absolutely required, to fail to re« 

the first duty of legislators to relieve oppressive burdens, lish 
taxation in time of suffering, and thus secure an early restoration 
prosperity. 

I hope Congress will agree that our first duty is to do all poss 
to reduce taxation in our present condition; and I can see no beticr 
starting point than to adopt the resolution | have ollered. 

Mr. DAWES and Mr. MORRILL rose. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely wish to say that I do not desire to now 
take the time from the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. WaALLace] 
who is entitled to the floor on the order of the day, but before this 
resolution passes away from the consideration of the Senate I shall 
desire to submit some remarks upon it. 

Mr. DAWES. I rose merely for the purpose of saying that at som 
future time, without any desire to take the time of the Senator irom 
Peunsylvania now, I shall seek to be heard on this resolution. 


ro 


veto 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0. L. 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President of the 
United States had approved and signed the following joint resolu- 
tions on the 26th instant : 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 5) authorizing Rear-Admiral William 
Reynolds, of the United States Navy, to accept certain presents ten- 
dered him by the King of Siam; and 

A joint resolution (8. R. No. 15) tilling an existing vacancy in the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Grorcr M. 
Apas, its Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the reso- 
lution of the Senate tendering the thanks of Congress to the people 
of Maine for the statue of William King. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
concurrent resolution of the Senate declaring that the restoration of 
silver coin as a legal tender in payment of United States bonds, 
principal and interest, is not in violation of the public faith, vor 10 
derogation of the rights of the public creditor. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 542) to change location and name 
of the Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Llinois; and it was 
thereupon signed by the Vice-President. 

COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1893) to authorize the free coinage of the stale: 
ard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender character. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, in the consideration of this bill 
the questions that present themselves to my mind are: Shall ge d 
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alone be the measure of value, or shall we use both gold and silver? | 
Shall we “regulate the value ” of our coin by the commercial worth | 
ae silver bullion measured in gold coin to-day, or, retaining the rela- 
tive propor Liohs experience 
future? 

| ik se are the questions that present themselves to my mind in the 
consideration of the bill before us. Now, for the first time in the 


hictory of this country, we are urged by a powerful interest to adopt | 


the single standard, to recognize gold as the sole measure of value 
of the property of the country, and to place and keep silver in a 
subsidiary position, Otherwise stated, it is to add to the value of 
wold by debasing and disusing silver. From the beginning of this 
(Coverument its policy has been the reverse of that which this great 
interest now so earnestly urges upon us. Our measure of value has 
never been gold alone, nor silver alone, but always gold and silver. 
This policy had its foundation deep in the wise forethought of the 
men Who made a government for the people. Silver then, as now, 
was the money of the people. Its debasement as compared with 
wold marked a class distinction in their every-day life, and gave to 
those who toiled a money with less intrinsic value than that which 
was possessed by the man of wealth. To destroy the use of silver 
as money was to “lessen the quantity of the cireulating medium 
and provide a scanty instead of a full supply thereof.” Its tendency 
was, and it is, to increase the nominal value of money and tw lessen 
the wages of the people who toil? This doctrine, pushed to its log- 
ical conclusion, is, reduce the measure of value, lower the price of 
commodities, lessen the wages of the toiler. 

Mr. HILL. I do not want to interrupt my friend unless it is con- 
venient. 

Mr. WALLACE. Ido not desire to be interrupted, but I shall be 
glad to answer any question the Senator from Georgia may wish to 
put at the conclusion of my argument. 

Mr. HILL. My inquiry was simply this: Has anybody in the Sen- 
ate or anywhere else proposed to destroy silver as money? Is not 
the issue more as to the manner of remonctization? Does anybody 
propose to destroy it? 

Mr. WALLACE. My answer to the Senator from Georgia is that 
in the speech of the chairman of the Committee on Finance [Mr. 
Morrity] yesterday the single standard was urged, and it is the ar- 
gument of all who oppose this bill. The question before us is not 
gold and silver, but it is gold or silver, and we must meet that ques- 
tion manfally. 

Mr. HILL. I will say to the Senator that I have listened with a 
great deal of interest to the speeches that have been made here upon 
the subject, and I have never heard yet the position taken in this 
Hall that anybody wanted to destroy silver as money. 


OUR POLICY AND LAWS. 


Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, the relegation of silver as a full 
legal-tender money is its abasement and depreciation and disuse. I 
shall prove to the Senator and to the Senate before I sit down that 
the relegation of silver to a subsidiary position all over the world 
utterly destroys it as money. Against this sending of silver to 
a subsidiary position our whole history rises up in protest. Our 
experience and that of every other commercial people has been 
that the fuller and freer was the circulating medium of the people, 
if it was a sound and healthy one the better their condition, the 
more rapid their progress, and the broader and deeper was their 
development. Jefferson recommended the double standard and orig- 
inated the silver dollar as the unit of value. Morris, the financier 
of the Revolution and first Senator from Pennsylvania, recom- 
mended that the standard should be silver alone. Hamilton pre- 
ferred gold if a single standard was adopted, but counseled the 
double standard. Turning to the Constitution we find our power is, 
“to coin money and regulate the value thereof.” Following this 
comes the inhibition upon the States: they shall not “make anything 
but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts.” Taking the two 
together the wind of the framers stands out in plain light: “to coin | 
money” means to stamp upon both gold and silver their legal value. 
The legislation of the country has followed this line of policy and the 
Constitution. The act of 1792, reported by Robert Morris himself, 
made a silver dollar of 416 grains the unit, and directed that all of 
the accounts of the Government should be expressed in dollars, and 
amade all gold and silver coins authorized by it a lawful tender for 
All stims, 

The act of 1834 reduced the weight of the gold coins, and the act 
of 1837 reduced the weight of the silver dollar to 412} grains and the 
smaller silver coins proportionally. All were made legal tender for 
all sums. The act of 1849 authorized the coinage of a double eagle 
and, for the first time, of a gold dollar; which latter was to be of the 
value of one dollar—a silver dollar—or unit. The act of 1853 reduced 
the weight of the half dollar from 206 grains to 192 grains, and the 
sinaller coins proportionally. It took away from them their full ten- 
ler quality and made them a lawful tender for sums not exceeding 
>». Up to 1853, therefore, the silver dollar was the only unit of value; 
both metals were in full use and the only laws upon the subject were 
those which adjusted the relative value of the metals coined. The 
causes leading up to the legislation in the several years named are 
&\ven in the official reports of the times. In January, 1833, the Direc- 
tor of the Mint says “that from 1792 r 


has shown to be just, carefully try the | 


to 1821 gold and silver remained | 
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at par with each other, and that the first notice of a premium on gold 
measured in silver in this country appeared late in 1821.” It then ad- 
vanced to54 percent. Between 1821 and 1832 it ranged from 2to7 per 
cent. premium, and during the monthin which he was writingitstood at 
34 to4 premium. The relative value of gold to silver in the coins of 
that day was 1 to 15 by law, and he states the actual average rela- 
tive value covering a period of years at 15.65 to 1. Following this, 
in December, 1533, the same gentleman is most distinet and em- 
phatiec in his views as to the purposes of the proposed legislation and 
in regard tosilver asthe standard. He unequivocally recognizes and 
insists upon it. His language is: 

No purpose is presumed to be entertained of changing in any degree the stand 
ard measnre of value residing in our silver coins, the acknowledged basis of con 
tracts. To do this, by a diminution of the fine silver in those coins which consti 
tute the measure of value, would obviously produce to that extent a deteriorat 
of the metallic currency. Both gold and silver have during th 
Government been a general legal tender, while silver alone has been the standard 
of value familiar in our conception of price. Any moditication of the gold coinage 
will be safe which shall leave this standard of value undisturbed, and none could 
be contemplated without concern which would impair it. The design entertained, 
therefore, in the change of ratio now proposed is that silver shall remain the basis 
of our currency and the controlling standard of value; that gold shall be, as at 
present, a legal tender for all amounts, but estimated in such a proportion to silver 
that the former will be exported by a slight preference when occasional circum- 
stances shall induce the export of a portion of the national coins. 


bon 


t the 


existence of 


Acting upon this principle, the weight of the gold coins was re- 
duced—the eagle from 270 grains to 258 grains, and the others pro- 
portionally, while the fineness was reduced from 916% to 8994. ‘This, 
clearly, was an adjustment of gold to the silver basis, and not of sil- 
ver to gold. The act of 1837 was recommended by the Director of 
the Mint. Its purpose was to adjust the standard of fineness to round 
numbers. Gold was about 899} parts in 1,000, and it required no ap- 
preciable change to fix it at 900; but silver, standing at 892.423, 
required a change in the number of grains if it was made equal to 
900 parts in 1,000. This was done, and the silver dollar of 416 grains 
was made one of 412} grains. This left the value of the silver dollar 
precisely as it stood before. The addition to the fineness made up 
the 34 grains of weight taken from it. 

There was therefore no change whatever in the unit of value, the 
silver dollar, but the gold coins were by these acts of 1834 and 1537 
reduced in weight and fineness, so that the relative value of gold to 
silver adjusted by the act of 1792 at 1 to 15 was by this process ad- 
justed at 1 to 15.988, or nearly 1 to 16. This again demonstrates the 
basis of our system to be silver, with gold as its auxiliary. 

THE VALUE OF THE DOLLAR. 

During these four years, 1834 to 1837, the silver dollar was worth an 
average of 101.4 cents in gold and from 1537 to 1853 it ranged from LOL 
to 104. The quarter and half dollar were of equal fineness, and as a 
result of this undervalue it became difficult to keep silver coin in the 
country. Itwassoldasbullionand tledfrom us, France and Germany 
had a relative value of 1 to 15}, and our silver standing at 3 per cent. 
above this, made it profitable to export. It was to remedy this, and 
not to tend toward a gold standard, that the quantity of silver in the 
silver coinsless than one dollar was reduced by the act of 1853. The Di- 
rector of the Mint in his report in January, 19853, expressly states the 
necessity for such legislation, and instead of advising the gold stand 
ard, Mr. Hunter, chairman of the Finance Committee of the Senate, 
in his report March 9, 1852, emphatically asserts the necessity for 
the double standard of gold and silver. These were initiatory to the 
legislation of 1853. This was an end of the legislation on the sub- 
ject until the act of 1873; in it all, from beginning to end, the silver 
dollar of the original value maintained its place as the unit of value 
and base of our system, and the astonishing fact is presented that 
from 1792 up to and including 1873, the years 1509, 1510, and 1815 
are the only ones in which this dollar has not been worth more than 
100 cents in gold. The use of the word “coin” in our statutes dur- 
ing the war and since may be understood when we recall the lan- 
guage of the Director of the Mint in his report in October, 1861. He 
says: “The silver dollar as it now is has actually three values: 1. It 
is by law a dollar simply or 100 units or cents. 2. By the Mint*price 
of silver it is 103.98 cents, which is its true commercial value as coimn- 
pared with gold.” It was, when the war began, worth nearly four 
cents more than a gold dollar. 

AN HONEST DOLLAR. 

If gold was then the standard, why not say so in the statutes? 
Who required “coin” to be inserted? Perhaps in a review of the leg- 
islation and of the truth that this dollar, if coined, would flee from 
the country because of its actual value during all of those years, our 
friends will find some reason for their cry that it was obsolete, but 
can they give us any reason why “coin” was the word used? I com- 
mend to them the inquiry, was it not an honest dollar when our credit 
was pledged? From 1862 to 1873 the silver dollar of 4124 grains was 
above par in gold; when our credit was pledged it was an honest dol- 
lar, even in the sense in which our friends attempt to put the case. 

You say we have not coined a silver dollar for forty years. Why? 
It was your undisputed unit of valne; why not coin and pay it out? 
The answer is, it cost too much; gold was cheaper. Yet the Govern- 
ment that did this with its undoubted standard would, if your posi- 
tion be correct, be immoral and a repndiator to do in the other metal 
precisely what it has been doimg for forty years in gold. Would wo 
have heard any such argument if the gentlemen who own the debt 
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did not see an appreciation of their bonds in the use of gold alone? 
But there is another answer to the argument of non-coinage. In it 


we find a possible denial of the theory that gold will fly from us if we | 


It is the fact that while all the rest of the world esti- 
mated silver as 154 to 1 of gold our laws estimated it as 16tol., The 
difference is nearly 4 per cent., and necessarily when our silver was 
minted at that rate, more than it was anywhere else, the cupidity of 
the builion-dealer sent it to the melting-pot to make for himself the 
profit of the difference. If it had stood toward gold as silver did 
elsewhere, the equilibrium of the two metals would not have been 
disturbed. The answer to the cry that the cheaper metal flies, and 
the normal relation of the two metals is found in a universal rela- 
tive legal value. This is both possible and practicable. 


coin silver, 


THE CHANGE OF BASE. 


We now come to the act of 1873. It changed the base of our sys- 
tem from silver to gold. Up to that time we had the optional stand- 
ard; debtors could pay debts in silver dollars or in gold dollars. 
Contracts made on the faith of that law were changed and the cred- 


ence at the day of the change were permeated by it. The option of 
the debtor to choose the metal in which he would pay and the power 
of the Treasury to coin silver dollars were stricken out of existence. 
Kefore it, a debt payable in dollars could be paid by silver dollars; 
after it, nothing but gold would pay. Legal-tender notes were put 
upon arelation to gold alone, and not to silver ; and by this act, copy- 
ing the policy of Germany and obeying the wishes of Great Britain, 
both of which were creditor nations, while we are debtors, resump- 
tion has been delayed and much of the misery of the past four years 
been directly caused. But for the suspension of the coinage of the 
silver dollars caused by it the mints could have given us at least 
$100,000,000 in that period. Can it be said that this would not have 
aided us on our road to resumption? Is it common sense for a people 
seeking to resume specie payment to deliberately cut off one of the 
metals as an aid thereto? We were in a state of suspension, with a 
currency that had no metallic basis. We had the bullion; it was 
our own product. The people would have welcomed the silver coin, 
yet we deliberately closed our mints and cut off the supply of the 
very thing our necessities called for. Who dictated this policy? Let 
us look fairly into this legislation, see its purpose, its ultimate scope, 
and the end to be reached by those who originated it, and who now 
with pen and speech bitterly antagonize its repeal. 


THE EXTENT OF THE PROPOSITION. 


The proposition goes to the full extent of striking out of existence 
as full legal-tender money all of the silver of the world. It is the 
fruit of the Paris conference of 1867, by which, with deliberate em- 
phasis, the elevation of gold as the sole standard and the relegation 
of silver to a subordinate position were determined upon, Germany, 
influenced by an imperial political policy and from her attitude as a 
creditor, has been the leader in the practical movement. Shechanged 
from silver to gold and threw upon the world’s markets all of her 
surplus silver. France, her neighbor, was compelled to cease silver 
coinage or be the receptacle of all of that surplus. Other European 
nations upon a metallic basis were intluenced in like manner, and 
our act of 1873, with no such reason, swells the list that debases the 
white metal, Germany not only refuses silver but she demands gold 
and the same policy is urged upon us. Where is the gold to come 
from? What we have done the commercial nations of the earth are 
advised todo. This is the ground it is put upon here now. Whatis 
to be the effect of this? 

Mr. Goshen’s English Parliamentary committee of 1876 gives its 
effect in these words : 


It is obvious that if effect should be given to the policy of substituting gold for 
silver wherever it is feasible, and giving gold, for the sake of its advantages in in- 
ternat onal commerce, the preference even among populations whose habits and 
customs are in favor of silver, and thus displacing silver from the position (which 
it has always occupied) of doing the work of the currency over at least as large an 
area ap gold, no possible limits could be assigned to the further fall in its value 
which would inevitably take place. 


This is the report of a committee vested with specific power to in- 
quire as to the further fall of silver. This committee was writing in 
July, 1876, when silver had already fallen to 523. It had not been this 
low for acentury. 


WHERE I8 THE GOLD TO COME FROM? 


The total stock of gold money in the world is about $4,000,000,000, 
Russia, Austria, Italy, and the United States are using paper. ‘They 
require gold for resumption. By the doctrine of our opponents it 
is to be gold alone. They need eight hundred millions. How does 
this need affect the gold where it is now? It must be redistrib- 
uted. The demand for it for these nations necessarily increases its 
value wherever it may be. The quantity held by any nation must be 
decreased, and in decreasing the cirenlating medium you reduce prices, 
destroy commerce, and retard the progress of civilization. Nor do you 
advance it in the nation to which you remit the gold, for you intensify 
the commercial distress consequent upon the passage from paper to 
metal, youincrease thedifliculty of getting it,and cheapen commodities 
to buyit. Wefeel this most sensibly now. Westrike down silver. and 
in doing so increase the value of gold. We must have gold and we 
bankrupt our people to buy it with their commodities. 


| 


| 
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. : \ ‘ | countries than on anything else. If they elect to have gold, we must hay: 
itor got the option to demand pay in gold. All contracts in exist- | 


Seyd gives in 1876 the figures thus. Leaving out of view pape 
entirely, there are now in the world full legal-tender money: * 


Iu legal-tender silver in Europe and elsewhere ....... ow 


ln legal-tender silver in the East 






Total of legal-tender metalic money...................... 
Now if the legal-tender silver be demonetized, say 





The whole legal-tender money of the world is 


In these figures we may see the great stake that capital plays for 
It is dealing with economic questions over a vast field and the propo. 
sition needs to be thoroughly grasped to see its enormity. 

I do not assert this upon my own statement, but I quote from a) 
Indian writer, the officer of a bank in Bengal, Mr. Hector, writing j; 
1577, upon this subject. Let us see what he says: ny 

If the United States and France should decide upon a single standard of gol 


then silver would depreciate so much as to render it unfit to remain the m ieee 
of values in India. More, in my estimation, depends on the action of thos two 


i 
1 


ud 


too, let the cost be what it may. Whichever country takes the initiative ti 


| others must follow, and the three would be competing for gold together 


a 
eS 


I have not much faith in the unselfishness of nations any more than in that of jy 
dividuals. Each coun:ry will be guided by what it considers to be for its ow: 
mlyantage, without much regard for the consequences to its neighbors ; but here. 
what is for the common good is likewise for the good of each one concerned 

That the governments of India, France, and America should agree upon acon 
mon course of action is highly desirable in the interests of each. If nations wen 
influenced by considerations extending beyond their own immediate interests | 
might go further and say that the world at large would lose by the general demo 
etization of silver, and that, with the object of averting such a calamity, the agn 
ment for concerted action might be so extended as to embrace all the nation: 
Europe, or at any rate all those which have not a single gold standard. 


IM 


us of 


So both China and India, with their large and exclusively silver 
circulation, are driven to follow the programme of gold alone. If 
we diminish the legal-tender money of the world by two-tifths, we 
add to the value of the remainder by fully the same proportion, 
Reduce the measure of value by two-fifths and you add to the value 
of all money indebtedness an equal amount, or, what is the same thing 
you enable it to buy that proportion more of property or labor. Such 
a reduction will stop all public improvements, deprive labor of em- 
ployment, cause its value to decline, and wages, production, and 
consumption will all become less. The addition to the stock ot pre- 
cious metals, resulting from the gold discoveries in California and 
Australia and the silver in Nevada since 1848, has been the leading 
cause of the great stride in industrial development and progress made 
by the world in the last thirty years, and the disuse of as much as 
has been added, logically and necessarily turns us back. Are not the 
owners of capital taking a fearful risk in the adoption of this policy. 
In such an enormous reduction of money as will follow from its suc 
cess all prices must fall largely. Can mortgages be paid? Can cap- 
ital save itself? Public debts will become four-fold more onerous 
Taxes will be lessened upon property because its value falls, and in the 
consequent distress and confusion public faith may suffer. 

SUBSIDIARY COIN WILL FALL OUT OF USE. 


If silver be demonetized as lawful money can you use it at all as 
subsidiary coin? Here I meet the question of my friend from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Hitt.) It is not like our fractional notes, a promise to 
pay. Itis payment. The legal-tender quality you give it will span 
a moderate gap, and the people will accept it for the sake of con- 
venience, at its face value. But if silver falls to one-half the value 
of gold will the subsidiary coins pass at their face even as tokens? 
If it were redeemable by the Government or exchangeable at the 
mints for gold it could sustain itself, but that cannot be for many 
reasons if it does so fall, and as a consequence of relegating silver to 
the arts, as a result of its demonetization, you will compel your own 
people to reject it in the form of subsidiary coin. They will uot 
accept a coin as payment that is so debased as to be worth but one- 
half it proposes to be by law. The argument used by Senators that 
silver subsidiary coin is cheapened and may be used to defraud labor 
is intensified when you consider with how much more force it applics 
to an appreciated gold dollar than it does to a silver dollar, for if it 
takes two hundred and sixteen silver half dollars to buy $100 in 
legal-tender silver dollars it requires two hundred and thirty-eight 
silver half dollars to buy one hundred gold dollars. The gap widens 
between them very rapidly if you totally reject silver as fall legal 
tender. The result of such a system inevitably is that the wages of 
labor are paid in debased money while the profits of capital are paid 
in real money. This is one of the worst results of an exclusive gold 
standard. It serves to demonstrate the necessity, in justice to all 
classes, for full-valued metallic money, upon an equal basis between 
the metals. Sir, the people whom I represent want no system of 
coinage in which it takes fifteen ten-cent pieces to make a dollar. 

BUYING GOLD 18 IMPOVERISHING US. 

Is it the interest of this people to increase the value of gold, or 
what is its equivalent, further to decrease the price of articles meas- 
ured by it? It needs no other argument than our experience during 
the last four years to prove that the adoption of a gold standard 
inevitably produces this result. Are we ready, is it safe, to drive the 
wages of labor down to a pittance, even if that pittance be meas- 
ured in appreciated gold? Are lands and houses, mills and furneoss 
iron and coal, merchandise and commodities of every kind to be stil 
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further reduced in value, while money securities are increased by the | residue of the property of the world and that every extraordinary increase of the 
pene ‘rocess f Shall we reverse our ancient policy to such an end ? pupply a Laan of — h w pe ane any account, a an sed a 
white g ; benencié ‘Tec ) mia é urs. y ‘ ac i > ae a stana 
Are theories worth more than h salthy progress ? Are our merchants ard which ‘te auadnsite Gouteacting a wiveiiunis als on Oe ai Ie of Capital as 
and business men to be bankrupted in masses that we may redeem | against labor and productive energy is cramped by receiving less than a fair share 
ur paper in a single medium, while the contract provides for pay- | of the protit of its enterprise. Before the invention of substitutes for payments in 
~~ ‘in either? We are traveling to resumption in gold. We have | ©” and before the increased supply of specie from the discovery of America hu 
ment t é > . > | man history is full of the strifes between debtor and creditor and human legislation 
not one-third of the amount necessary to successfully sustain it. It | js rife with experiments to limit the encroaching and engrossing power of capital 
can only be obtained by buying if in other countries. Our people So much is the value of currency affected by the facility with which 1t may be 
will not agree to increase their interest-bearing obligations to obtain aa and — —_ enience of transportation, that there will always be difficulty 
it. The only remaining road is that which the Treasury is now 0 | notes with anything but gold, We require, then, for this reason, tive double starel 
e . . . e,e ® : g Zz . > « re, en, tor 8 reason, e double stam 
remorselessly pursuing, to reduce the price of all our commodities in | ard of gold and silver; but above all do we require both to counteract the tendency 
every market in the world, to the end that gold may tlow hither. | of the specie standard to contract under the vast increase of the value of the prop 
We are buying gold at the expense of the labor, enterprise, energy, | ¢Tty of the a hy —_ — eT _— any probable inc _— the 
‘ © 7 . afi ace. aie Slain dee precious metais, if both are allowed to swe 16 volume of currency! On the con- 
fortunes, and property of our people, and w ith heartless fatuity too trary, a more beneficial event for the trade, the industry, the moral, and political 
we seck to increase the price of the very article our policy deems | condition of the world could scarcely be imagined. Of all the gre at effects p ° 
vital to its wants. Was ever a more destructive and suicidal policy } duced upon human society by the discovery of America, there were probably none 
jnangurated ? Whose ends are served? Who profits by this? The | S¢ marked as those a about by the great influx of the precious metals from 
ue , . - New Wor » Old. E an i stry hi ) : g ) ede 
measure of value, the medium of exchange, the dollar of our system ae po et ps iene sil be semaine eienat a aoe 
is both gold and silver, and the use of both bridges with ease that ingenuity grew dull under the paralyzing intluences of declining profits, and capi 
narrow but deep chasm which separates the value of paper from that tal absorbed nearly all that should have been divided between it and labor. But 
if vold. We are not at resumption of specie payments, even if the | 4D 'crease of the precious metals, in such quantities as to check this tendency, 
credit of the Government does mark legal-tenders down to one and a eee tow mative —- rr panera aan ae a 
> ; > & ‘ > 0 ge © aL d aces OF a Che re © standard upon its side 
quarter premium. W here 18 the gold to redeem them? if we are to Instead of being repressed by having to pay more than it had stipulated for the 
find and maintain a coin basis for our paper, its quantity must be | use = a it was rae by ps ing less. — too, Ww = benetited, for 
Saat 2 ; spaper to beredeemed. England. emerging | 2©W demands were created for it by the new uses which a general movement in 
equal to the amount ¢ f the paper t wee le = d. Englan 1, emerging industrial pursuits had developed ; so that if it lost a little by a change in the 
from her great wars in 1516, had an inconv ertible paper currency. She | standard, it gained much more in the greater demand for its use, which added to 
sought to return to specie payments. Gold was then but three-fourths | its capacities for reproduction and to its real value. Property which had been 
of 1 percent. premium. She adopted the gold standard and rejected the | acquired by the strong arm, and accumulated in violation of the great laws of 
id of silver by the statute of 1816. Gold at once began to rise, and equity and trade, by an almost insensible transition was distributed more equally 
—. » a597 49012 1 part of 1819 it r: 1 ~ . 2on.q 7 | insociety. Nature, under the operation of this its great bankrupt law, as if by an 
during 1516, 1s17, 1818, and part or 1c it ranged betw econ « and 7 | invisible hand loosened the bonds of the debtor, which heretofore time had con 
per cent. premium. The graduation of the Peel resumption statute, | tinually tightened, and distributed to labor for purposes of reproduction and upou 
by which the price of gold was graded to a value in paper over sev- equitable terms capital which distrust and apathy had either locked up or ad 
eral years, extricated them in 1819, Will we have such an experience? ministered with a too sparing hand. New influences arose in society, and a pew 
al years, @3 Q J. ) suc >. : 


: . : “3 > - impulse was given to its movements. In the present stage of the world we may, 
History teaches. None so foolish as those who will not protit by her | pe; haps,no more expect any ovent to produce such rapid transformations in society. 


lessons. gut we might reasonably look for something like the same consequences from a 
If we compel the country to fill the narrow gap that separates us similar event. Any system, either of violence, or law, which distributes property 


from specie payment with gold alone we will find it deep enough to | Douinhtv industry, will in the end produce throes and couvalsiore is the bosom 
bury every producing and manufacturing interest in the land that | of society. Unless human skill, such as is rarely if ever known, intervenes to give 
must find an outside market for its commodities. With the misery a true direction to aifairs, or unless nature interferes through the silent operation 
that surrounds us on every hand are we ready for such a change of | of her laws to remove inequalities and repair injustice, violence is almost sure to 
our ancient policy? To get gold we must buy it abroad. To get | ° we to make a change, if it cannot apply a remedy. 
gold we must compete with the low prices of continental Europeand | Such is the language, full of lessons touching the history of the 
Great Britain in the world’s markets. To get gold we must lower the | metal, of the chairman of the Finance Committee of this bedy in 
prices of commodities, and to this task every energy of those who di- | 1553, defining the double standard, which in many quarters has been 
rect our finances and originate our policy—the men who own the | alleged to have been degraded then. 
debt—is directed. Gold cannot and it will not come in masses, but LET US BE WARNED. 
little by little, throngh the many avenues of business. Business too,| In view of recent events in my own State, and of the smouldering 
insensibly perhaps, but none the less surely, molded to that specific | fires of strife now being secretly fanned through organized effort, 
end. To get it we must offer a high price for it. This can only be | the language of the conclusion of this admirable picture seems al- 
done by low prices for what we sell, and to prevent it from running | most prophetic. All is not well. I wish I could say it were. We 
away again, prices must remain low. With such a certainty before | would be worse than fools to shut our eyes to the ills that confront 
us, will we still give our aid to increase its price? With all of this| us, Are my brethren on this side of the Chamber determined to 
process, painful and destructive as it is, will we reach resumptior in | drive us, as an organization, into the vortex of unlimited paper infla- 
1579? Can we accummulate the gold? The Treasury and the coan- | tion? We do not want this in Pennsylvania, and we pray to be re- 
try both well know that we cannot. lieved from the inexorable fate to which your policy condemns us. 
THE ROAD TO RESUMPTION BOTH SILVER AND GOLD. Why is it that we cannot meet upon the common ground of consti- 


a8 : : tutional money—of gold and silver? Are those who live east of the 

Whatis the remedy? Silver and gold, as mutual aids to each other, | gysquehanna . wedded to the policy of England in a single stand- 
open the door to resumption. We have another metal toaid gold. It | arq that no unity of action is possible? Is there any safer ground 
is constitutional and lawful money. It is coin within both the word | for the best interests of the whole people, for debtor and creditor, 
and the spirit of our laws. It isour own product. Its use increases | gor }yondholder and taxpayer, than a restoration of our ancient pol- 
the quantity of the medium of exchange. It is more easily accumu- | jcy of constitutional money—of gold and silver? Must we be driven 
lated than gold. It is desired by and is acceptable to the people. It | to strike the word silver from our vocabulary on the one hand, or to 
will, if gifted with the function of money, naturally flow to the treas- | embrace unlimited paper inflation on the other? If the use of both 
ury and to the vaults of our banks as a basis for circulation and will | metals in their normal field as measures of value be inflation then 
impart confidence to business and value to property. Our act of 1873 | we shall welcome the results that such inflation brings. In every 
deliberately rejects its aid. Who profits by this? Who sutfers from age of the world an increase in the quantity of the precious metals 
it! Can any reason be given why we shall commit this act of sui-| jas given an impetus to trade, to commerce, and to indastry. Under 
cile? A debtor nation, with our option plainly written in the law, | that stimulus labor finds employment and social development, prog- 
with morality and justice both upon the side of the people, a silver- | pegs in the arts and sciences, and the best interests of civilization are 
producing country, seeking a return to a specie basis, we yet deliber- promoted. Our starving artisans, our unemployed manufacturers, 
ately aid to strike out of existence one-half of the world’s measure of | oyr bankrupted merchants, the distress of labor, the penury of thou- 
value, to depreciate to that extent all of the property of the country, sands, the dismantled furnaces, and the closed factories that dot our 
and to appreciate by a like ag agueatiatne| actual indebtedness. State in every quarter, speak loudly of the imperative necessity for 

The Director of the Mint in his report in 1873 says: change of policy. Whether good or ill shall come from that change 
The adoption of a gold standard and demonetization of silver will be followed | our people will be content. If it be for ill they will be content, 
by an increase in the value of gold, or, what is the same thing, a decrease in the | because the policy of their fathers has been restored, and the meas- 
price of articles measured by it. ures of value have not been diminished. If it be for good they will 

No words of mine can give with equal force the results of this pol- | be contented in the knowledge that the prosperity that comes will 
icy and the reverse of it as given by Mr. Hunter in his report in 1452. | be of steady growth and will abide with them. 

I read from the report of Mr. Hunter. This report was quoted by The Senator from Vermont [ Mr. MORRILL] argues that we must fol- 
the Senator from Vermont (Mr.EpMUNDs] the otherday. Mr. Hunter | low where commercial nations lead. Is it wise to follow the lead of 
was then chairman of the Committee on Finance of this body. He | Great Britain and Germany? Both are creditor nations; we a debtor. 
Says: The example of the former, from 1816 to 1225, in changing her stand- 

But the mischief would be great indeed if all the world were to adopt but one of ard from silver to gold, does not commend itself to us when studied in 
the precious metals as the standard of value. To adopt gold alone would diminish | the light of the history of that period. No people ever suffered so in- 


Ge ope 7 eee as and the reduction the other way, should | tensely from the throes of financial distress as did hers, and many 
‘ver be taken as the only standard, would be large enough to prove highly dis- yund thinkers ascribe the misery of her people in those years to this 
astroustothe human race. Indeed a reference to the history of the precious metals sound th ary pool J 


reTry o¢ 3 4 »ehes » re rok te ig , ‘ 
an! the general course of human production can scarcely fail to convince us that very cause. Phe change from silver wo - | | in Germany should have 
there has been a constant tendency to appreciate their value as compared with the | ho encomiums from us. It was the selfishness of a creditor and the 
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far-seeing imperial policy of Bismarck that beheld unity and empire 
in gold and a single new standard and separate state policy in the 
continuance of silver and the old coinage. Like every other act of 
his statesmanship it was to add to the unity and power of the Ger- 
man Empire and to cause their necessities for money to bring famil- 
iarity with the new régime. 


BULK NO ARGUMENT. 


The argument of bulk is used; but the cost of transportation is 
based upon value and not upon weight. In the commerciz] world 
even gold is rarely handled. Checks, drafts, and bills of exchange, 
as representatives of gold and silver, are in universal use. What is 
needed is a sound basis in the banks and at the Treasury. The silver 
dollar or stamped bullion lying dormant there, gives vitality and 
power tothe paper based upon it. It loosens legal-tenders and it 
vives Vigor to bank-notes. These, under our syste, effectually per- 
torm the functions of a circulating medium naturally belonging to 
the metals. ‘The people prefer even your subsidiary coin to fractional 
currency and will do so as long as silver has value as money. The 
argument of bulk was of little moment in the many years in which 
silver money was the sole representative of our coin in the vaults of 
State banks. All that confidence needed was to know that it was 
there in sufficient quantity. Telegraphs, railroads, and express com- 
panies obliterate the difierence in weight. “Is it there?” is the vital 
question, 

USE SILVER AND YOU GIVE IT VALUE. 

It is argued that silver is cheap; that to restore it to full legal- 
tender quality will tend to destroy contidence and be immoral. A 
ninety-cent dollar, cheap money, cheats, repudiators, are some of the 
most moderate of the epithets bestowed upon those who favor its 
restoration. This is begging the question; itdoes not meet it. Cease 
to use an article even of commerce and you cause a fall in its price. 
You demonetize silver, stop its coinage, deprive it of the money func- 
tion, and then you say it is cheap. Your action has cheapened it. 
Give it employment; use it in its natural field as a measure of value; 
restore it to its real place as one of the bases of your financial system, 
and you add to its value. Cernuschi meets your argument thus: 

It isthe monometallists who are the authors of the depreciation which never- 
theless they point to as a proof of the unworthiness of the metal which they ery 
down. They resemble the people who having tied up the legs of a horse called out 
for him to be killed because he could not gallop. A sage who was passing by un- 
tied the ligatures and the steed tlew off. 

Our aim is not to pay in cheap money, but it is to restore the real 
measure of value, both gold and silver. We seek the use of the white 

netal as money. We denounce its relegation to the attitude of mer- 


chandise purely. We hope and believe that its use as money will 
make it equal in value with gold. It is you who cheapen it. We 
seek toappreciate it. Your action inevitably cheapens it. Ours as 
surely tends to its increase in value. You say that natural laws 
only can fix value, that legislation cannot regulate prices. This is 
true in part. The law of demand and supply operates upon the 


metals as upon every other commodity, but if your legislation has 
been unfriendly to the use of a commodity and that governs the 
quantum of its use such legislation has much to do with fixing its 
value, Congress cannot by law force up the value of silver, but it 
can restore it to its normal field; it can give it larger use; it can 
stamp it with power to discharge debts, and thus cause both the law 
of supply and demand and the power of the sovereign to aid its ele- 
vation to an equality with gold. 


GOLD NOT DRIVEN OUT. 

Sut itis said that the enactment of this law will drive out gold. 
Of course, if, as compared with gold, silver was overvalued and 
there was enough of it gifted with legal-tender power to perform 
the work of that character of money, gold would fly from us; but 
our needs for that character of money would be far in excess of all 
we could supply by silver dollars, and this fact would make the two 
metals in their legal-tender capacity remain with us, always pro- 
vided we produce and sell more than we consume and buy. So long 
as we have commodities to sell, those who buy them must pay for 
them, and, if our exports and imports continue as at present, the bal- 
ance will come to us in gold as before. It cannot come in silver un- 
less they buy our silver legal-tender dollars. If this follows, we 
have attained the desired end: their equality with gold. The gold 
standard is not the lever by which gold is retained in place. Eng- 
land, with a gold standard, during the ten months ending November 1, 
I-77 exported ninety millions of gold and imported sixty-five mill- 
ions, thus losing twenty-five millions in less than a year. France, 
with a double standard, during nine months of the same time, im- 
ported over eighty-tive millions of gold and exported twelve millions, 
thus gaining over seventy-three millions. On November 2, 1577, 
France bad in the vaults of her bank $459,000,000 of gold. The Bank 
of England on the same day had but $381,000,000, 

In the face of these figures is this argument to be sustained for a 
moment? And yet the English political economists, who see no 
wisdom in anything else but the policy of England, are quoted again 
and again to sustain the doctrine that the cheaper metal drives out 
the dearer. Let them answer the argument that Fratice and her fig- 
ures show to-day with an inconvertible paper money, with the re- 
ceipt of gold in this quantity, as compared with England with the 
double standard. 


Sir, the cause of the flight of gold from a country must be 
in something else than its money standard, if it be metallic, ang th 
world’s relative value is preserved, for, with the large gain of », ; 
made by France, it is stated as a fact that she absorbed in four y; = 
ending in 1876 about $165,000,000 of silver. She has never departed 
from the gold-and-silver standard. Her five-franc pieces one full 
legal tender to-day at the relative value of 15} to 1 of gold, ang - 
we find both gold and silver stay with her people. What stropve, 
argument for bimetallic money or for the standard she adopts ° 
there be? She has subsidiary coin in silver, and full legal-te 
money in both silver and gold, Our gold and our silver wi]! jo 
from us if we are extravagant and thriftless, if we buy and eg 
wear more than we produce and sell. Economy as a pe 
ductive energy are the anchors to the metals. 


th ly 
ta 
people and pro- 


MORE FLUCTUATION WITH SINGLE THAN DOUBLE STANDARD. 

The Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] argues that thero js 
more fluctuation when there is a double standard than when jt jx 1 
single one. Let me answer this argument with the words of Cor. 
nuschi: 

It is admitted without contradiction that the greater the bulk of the monotay 
mass the less strong the variations in the buying power of specie, when the: 
tary matter has suddenly contracted or expanded. . 

Suppose there were ten thousand tons of gold circulating in the whole world ; 
silver being everywhere demonetized ; and suppose that an additional s 
thousand tons were rapidly produced; what would happen? Gold w« 
tenth of its purchasing power. The same quantity of bullion would buy x tent 
only of what it would have bought before the appearance of the thousand fres) 
tons. But if the monetary mass be not only composed of the ten thousand tons of 
gold, but as well of the one hundred and fifty thousand tons of silver in get 
circulation, it is doubled. Thanks to the universality of the bimetallic 154 w: 
in exactly the same situation as if twenty thousand tons of gold or three [yundy 
thousand tons of silver were circulating. What takes place on the speedy app 
tion of the fresh one thousand tons or of a corresponding quantity of silver! 
monetary mass is simply increased by a twentieth, and consequently the diy 
tion in the purchasing power of money is a half less. When monetary production 
slackens this circulation in an inverse sense holds good. : 

Should it be objected that the bimetallic mass is exposed to the variations 
productions of both metals instead of to those of one, we wonld reply t! 
regularity is probable in the production of gold and silver, taken together 
the production of a single metal. 


THE DOUBLE STANDARD—wuy ? 
The first question, then, “ Shall gold alone or gold and silver be our 
measure ?” we unhesitatingly solve for the double standard, because: 
gold cannot be subdivided to suit the necessities of the people w! 


ated and maintained the double standard; the Constitution and la 
up to 1573 recognize and enforce this policy ; demonetization of silver 
by us leads to its total disuse; the total disuse of silver as money re- 
duces the measure of value and increases the value of money-indebt- 
edness; it will destroy its use as subsidiary coinage; it will give 
the world a scanty instead of a full circulating medium of intrinsic 
value. Bulk is no objection to the use of silver for deposit, as th: 
cost of transportation is based upon value and not on weight. Ex- 
perience teaches that the nse of the double standard with a universal 
relative value does not drive out either metal; its remonetization 
and use gives demand and value to silver and tends to equalize it 
with gold. As asilver-producing nation, it is to our interest to giv: 
it use as money. If we demonetize it, we discriminate against our 
own productions. Weappreciate gold by discarding silver, and legis- 
late to raise the value of the article we are buying. This is co! 
trary to the interests of our own people and demanded by no standard 
of morality. With a double standard there isless fluctuation in value 
than with asingle one. The use of both metals gives healthy pro- 
gress, basis for contidence, value to currency in paper, and a just 
measure of value. The use of but one strikes out of existence a large 
part of the world’s capital as a measure of value, and is prejudicial 
to the progress of civilization. The value of the dollar of 4124 grains 
has been steady from 1792 to 1873; its value in all those years has 
never been interfered with by legislation; it is implied in the word 
“coin” used inallof our statutes creating indebtedness ; its coinage 
was suspended not because it was cheaper but because it was dearer 
than gold. Duringallof the years when our credit was pledged as well 
as when the public-credit act of 1569 and the funding act of 1°70 were 
passed, it was above par in gold and was plainly implied in our con- 
tracts. There is nothing in our obligations to our creditors that im- 
pinges upon our right or power to retain the double standard. It is 
the only safe and sure path to resumption of specie payments. It is 
most unjust and inequitable for those whoown and control the meas- 
ures of values to seek to reduce the quantity thereof upon the ground 
that there is an oversupply of one of them. Those who own the 
debt have no right to dictate the terms of payment. Those who 
owe it and are to pay it, are to be consulted before the contract '8 
repealed. There is no foundation, either in morals or in law, for en- 
hancing the value of the debt, and it is neither just nor expedient to 
do so; and the exercise of the powerto adopt a gold standard awakens 
distrust among the people and tends directly to weaken the binding 
obligations of the public faith. 

THE SECOND QUESTION. 

If coin, then, is to mean gold and silver coin, if we are to have the 
double standard, how shall we regulate its value? Shall we reduce 
the gold dollar to the value of the silver dollar, or shall we increase 
the value of the silver dollar to that of the gold dollar by measuring 
silver bullion by gold coin; or shall we coin the silver dollar aud 
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t the practical question whether demand for silver and legal ten- 
in function will not cause the value of the two metals to approxi- 
a uns 

nate? 
on the funding act of 1870 we have no power to reduce the 

seht of the gold dollar below 25.8 — or that of the silver 
seller below 412} grains, nor can we debase their tineness without 
aou - 


violating our agreement with those who took our bonds on the faith | 


oe inereate the weight of the silver dollar to an equality in value 
with the gold dollar without allowing anything for the increase in 
value of bullion whieh will result from our use of it, or forthe value 
vdded to the coin by impressing it with debt-paying power, (if these 
do in fact exist,) and without clear proof of its necessity, would be 
manifestly unjust to the Government and the people; and if the 
wetals approximate, silver would fly from the country. past 

“ Shall the silver dollar of 412} grains be recoined? What is its 
nt status under the Jaw? Will the demand for silver conse- 
juent on its recoinage under this bill and the legal-tender function 
conferred by it, appreciate its value, and to what extent? 


prese 


WILL GOLD FLY? 


Mr. BAYARD. My friend from Pennsylvania, stating as he does 
one-balf of the proposition as I understand him, that the metal of 
silver if undervalued by our declaration will undoubtedly leave us, 


[should like to ask him if now, by remonetizing it and declaring | 


«pon its face a value which shall be under its real value, we shall 
pot lose gold. If we should make-a declaration of the value of the 
proposed silv er dollar of 412} grains which shall be over its value, and 
set it afloat at the same time with the relative value of silver over- 


established as to gold and the value of gold underestablished as to | 
silver, should we not necessarily lose the gold for the same reason | 


that if the silver was undervalued we should lose it? 

Mr. WALLACE. 
plain one. In the first place, the relative value is to be established. 
In the second place, to silver bullion is to be added the demand for 
That increases its value. 
the debt-paying power placed on the silver dollar, added to the value 
of the bullion, necessarily approximates it to gold. 
have decided the question as to whether these two powers given to 
silver bullion do not approximate it to gold, then the answer to the 
Senator’s question will have come, and I will agree to change their 
relative value. I do not agree, in the present state of the prices of 
commodities in this country, that with the whole of the Mint power 
of the country employed in coining silver dollars we could stop the 
jlow of gold to this country; but, on the contrary, gold will continue 
to flow to us. 

Mr. BAYARD. Itseems tome that my honorable friend rather begs 
the question in making his answer. Ie stated that the undervalua- 
tion of silver would cause us to lose it. I ask him if the relative under- 
valuation of gold will not operate in the same way; that is to say, 
when we set afloat the two currencies, of gold and silver, and we 
understate the reiative value of either, shall we not necessarily lose 
the one which we do undervalue? If it be silver, we lose it; if it 
be gold, we lose it. I ask my friend if that is not a proposition to 
which he assents ? 

Mr. WALLACE. I do not, and the answer is in the figures which 
I have already given—the Senator perhaps did not hear them—as to 
France, in which a conclusive answer is given to the Senator’s ques- 
tion, for it is clear that with a bimetallic standard there gold is not 
expelled, but on the contrary silver flows there, and they have more 
gold in that country than in England. 

Mr. ALLISON. Gold flows there ? 

Mr. WALLACE, Gold and silver both flow there. 

Mr. BAYARD. As I understand the standard of France, called to- 
day a bimetallic standard, is only nominally so. 1t is not true, as I 
understand, as a matter of fact, that it is so. 

Mr. WALLACE, As a matter of fact the five-frane piece is to-day 
in circulation with full legal-tender power in France. paying debts 
Just as gold does, remaining there a full legal tender ; and it is so in 
Somes : the silver thaler is a full legal tender there just as the gold 
mark 1s. 

Mr. BAYARD. I will not interrupt my honorable friend in the 
course of a prepared speech. There is time enough for us to discuss 
the question hereafter. I thought he was stating, as I said, but one- 
half the proposition, and I merely wanted to know whether he ad- 


coinage. 


witted the other half, that whichever way and in regard to whichever | 


metal the undervaluation by the stamp of authority is made, it is 


. that metal a decree of banishment and exile from the currency of 
ie Country. 


THE REAL ANCHOR TO GOLD. 


-ngland argue that; they argue it solely upon the ground of theit 


— practice and experience; but 1 say the practical figures, as | 
“vemoustrated in Franee and Germany and by our own experience | 


teal contradict and deny it absolutely. The test is simply whetber 
ae people with whom gold is to remain will sell and produce more 
oo they buy and wear and eat, If the view taken by the Senator 
- correct that gold is to fly from. us, then it necessarily follows that 
ve must have enough of this full legal-tender money of silver to be 
paid to us for the commodities that we produce and sell in the mar- 


Vu——41 


The answer to the Senator’s question is a very 


In the third place, the stamp of | 


When we shall | 


Mr. WALLACE. I fully admit that the political economists of | 


RECORD—SEN ATE. 


641 


kets of the world, to be returned to usin lieu of all the gold that would 
naturally and otherwise come tous. Doctrines based upon the ex- 
perience of a given nation, around which certain theories are built 
up, are not an answer to facts that exist in the living realities of the 
present day. 

NOT THE BLAND BILL. 

But, sir, in regard to this bill before the Senate. This bill is not 
the Bland bill. The free-coinage feature is out of it. Under that 
bill any one could take his silver to the mint and deposit it for coin- 
age free. A supply for yearsin advance might be lodged for coinage. 
By the Senate amendment it is provided that we shall buy monthly 
in the open market all the silver bullion we use, not less than two 
nor more than four millions of dollars each month. The difference 
between the price of bullion and the coin value of the dollar is protit 
or seigniorage to the Government. The value of this provision, to 
my mind, is in the regular monthly demand for bullion. We are a 
customer ready to buy, our vaults are not filled with bullion, and as 

months roll on this demand adds to the value of the raw material. 
DEMAND AND SUPPLY, 

The law of supply and demand applies to gold and silver bullion 
as to any other commodities. The annual supply of gold is about 
ninety millions of dollars; of silver about seventy millions, Lessen 
the demand for either as a commodity and its price decreases ; in- 
crease the demand and its price tends upward at once. If, therefore, 
a demand for silver to be vested with money function be created 
larger than before, the price of bullion must rise. If we coin annu- 
ally one-half of the world’s supply of silver, its rise in value is inevi- 
table. If silver takes the place of gold as money in any large degree, 
the demand for gold bullion is to that extent decreased. We thus 
see the law of demand and supply operating upon both metals to 
| cause their approximation. This, too, treated as mere commodities 

or merchandise, and not as money. It is this very law that has caused 
the evil we now seek to remedy. Germany, in her passage to impe- 
rial unity, substituted gold for silver. France, in self-defense, ceased 
coinage of silver for a time, and our act of 1573 had the same effect. 
This action necessarily lessened the demand for silver, and its market 
value has of course fallen. Its demonetization and non-use put it 
upon a par with other merchandise and adds to the value of its rival, 
gold. With all this it has not fallen as compared with other com- 
modities. It will buy as much land or wheat or labor now as it 
would in 1873, but gold will buy more. It is gold that has risen, not 
silver that has fallen. On the basis of the relative production of the 
metals silver is the more valuable, for while we get annually nine 
of gold we get but seven of silver. The arts and abrasion of silver 
consume about one-third of its annual product. China and India took 
from Great Britain last year nearly a year’s production. France will 
this year resume specie payments in both metals. Their demand is 
to be added to ours. The effect of this law of supply and demand is 
shown by the fact that the demand of Germany for nickel for coinage 
increased its price nearly 300 per cent. purely as a commodity. 
THE REAL QUESTION. 
The question before us is not, shall we make silver an unlimited 
legal tender, but, shall we coin silver dollars? What is the actual 
status of this coin? Its coinage was suspended by the act of 1873. 
There is no longer lawful authority to coin it. Notwithstanding this 
all of them that are in existence (if there be any) are legal tender 
for any and every debt, public and private, and this, too, at the rate 
of 4123 grains of silver, nine-tenths fine. They occupy the status of 
the five-frane piece of France in its coinage system. The dollar like 
the five-franc has never been debased. Neither the act of 1553 nor 
that of 1873 ventured to touch it. To order its recoinage and in- 
crease the number of grains of silver is to add to the mischief that 
drove it out of the country after 1837, and has kept it in banishment 
since. It was then undervalued 3 per cent., and now it is gravely 
recommended to add to this undervaluation upon the ground of the 
| depreciation of silver. If silver is to be disused by commercial na- 

tions this remedy will be valueless. We would be compelled to add 

to its weight at every session of Congress. If it is not to be disused, 
| and in this issue our voice is potential, then it is already too heavy 
| for the world’s relative value, 154 to 1. If silver remonetized retakes 
its normal attitude as half of the world’s currency, instead of in- 
creasing its weight our duty will be to reduce it so far as our out~- 
standing contracts will permit us to do so. 

THE EQUITY OF GOLD. 

But it is argued that the flight of the silver dollar during the war 
and since, because of its undervalue as compared with gold, practi- 
cally caused gold to be used, and that such use in equity compels us 
to repay in gold. 

The first answer to this is, that the creditor who gave us his gold 
for our bonds prior to 1273 accepted our offer to subscribe and took 
his option to pay in the cheaper metal—gold. He had the right to 
pay in either metal, but practically five-sixths paid in Treasury 
notes. Assume that he paid in coin, he paid, of course, in the cheaper 
metal—gold. Our bonds were sold as well in Germany and France 
| asin England. In the two former, silver was one of the standards 
of value, and during all of the years from 1462 to 1670 our silver 
dollar stood in the market in London at from 102} to 104} in gold. 

As a matter of course they did not pay in that kind of coin ; they 
| paid in the cheaper kind of metal. They had an option in payment, 
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and in return for their money we gave them an obligation payable 
in coin, thus expressly reserving to the Government the same option | 
they had just exercised. If silver occupied the same attitude now | 
that it did then, might we not still exercise our option and pay in | 
gold?) Did the purchaser pay a higher price by reason of his hope | 
to be repaid in gold? Manifestly not, for it was lower than silver. 
An equity cannot arise if it must base itself. npon the violation of 
au express provision in a contract unambiguous in its terms and 
plainly written on the contract, and the act of 1969 emphatically | 
declares payment may be made in gold and silver. 


THE ANSWER TO IT, 

But it is said that the act of 1873 making gold the unit of value 
and demonetizing silver estops us and in equity and good faith the | 
contract is changed as to those who paid gold for their bonds since 
1573, and this case is put; the Senator from Vermont,the senior Sen- 
ator, I believe, puts the case of one going to the-Treasury and buying 
his bond and paying in gold coin. The answer to any such alleged 
estoppel is: 

First. The act of 1870, under which the bond issues, gives no 
authority to any one to bind the Government to pay in one metal or 
todeprive it of its option to pay in either, but in plain terms enacts 
pr ecisely the reverse. 

Second. When the buyer came to look at the contract, whether it 
was in 1871 or 1875, it plainly expressed upon its face the option of 
the Government to pay in either metal of the standard value of 
July 14, 1870. No estoppel can arise upon such a state of facts. 
The buyer had full notice that our option was reserved. 

Third. On July 14, 1870, the silver dollar of 4124 grains, nine-tenths 
fine, was the unitof value of the money contracts of the Government. 

Fourth. If this doctrine be sound, what becomes of our sovereign 
power given by the Constitution “to regulate the value” of our 
coins? Does it not repeal the Constitution and deny our sover- 
eignty? 

Can it be that any chancellor, that any court of equity on the face 
of the earth, can cause an estoppel to arise on such a state of facts, 
the contract being unambiguous, express, and distinct, the law on 
which the contract is made being equally unambiguous and distinct ? 
Yet on the face of the bonds, when the man comes to pay his money, 
even if he pays in gold, he has full notice that the option of the Gov- 
ernment was reserved, Neither equity nor the equitable doctrine of 
estoppel can bind in any such case as this. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. At that point it seems to me to be pertinent to 
ask whether the option of the Government did or did not cease in 
February, 1873, and whether the act of the demonetization of silver 
or the dropping of the silver dollar from the list of the coins of the 
Government did not practically surrender that option? If it did, I 
ask whether the Government can now by its own act renew the 
option? That is a question to which I should like to have an 
answer. 

Mr. WALLACE. If the Senator from New Jersey had paid atten- 
tion to my argument he would have seen that I am meeting that 
very point. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Wes the creditor not bound to know as well 
that that coin was no longer a legal-tender coin; that by the act 
of February, 1873, the demonetization of silver had taken place, and 
that the bond from that time forward practically read that he should 
be paid in gold? 

Mr. WALLACE. I will answer the Senator by my fourth propo- | 
sition: If the doctrine enunciated in the question of the Senator 
from New Jersey be sound, then what becomes of our sovereign power 
given by the Constitution to regulate the value of our coins? 

Mr, HEREFORD. And the debt not due either. 

Mr. WALLACE. The doctrine of the Senator from New Jersey 
repeals the Constitution inevitably, for if we are not sovereign in 
vower to regulate the value of our coins we have nosovereign power. 

f the act of 1670, which was on the face of the contract when the 
man came to pay coin, had even in 1873 been changed by the power 
of Government on an express contract, still if the Government had 
the power to alter and change the character of the coinage in 1873, 
it has the same sovereign right to change it in 1878. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. May I ask the Senator, then, if under that sov- 
ereign peor we might not issue a dollar of less than 412} grains 
and make it a legal tender and pay our debts? Does he approve of 
that doctrine ? 

Mr. WALLACE. I have already answered that distinctly. I say 
that the plain terms of the contract distinctly specify that we are to 


| which we are to pay our debts? 


| have been tendered in payment. 





pay in coin of the standard value of July 14, 1870, and we have no 
right in morals to violate our contract; but, sir, the act of 1673 was 
no contract. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. It has been held by some of those who are in 
accord with the Senator from Pennsylvania that the Government in 
the exercise of its sovereign power could do just that thing, and 
therefore my question. 

Mr. WALLACE. Ido not agree with any gentleman who makes 
that assertion. Isay in the statute of 1870 the contract made was 
distinct and emphatic. We are to pay in coin of the standard value 
of July 14, 1870. 

POLICY AND EXPEDIENCY NOT WITH GOLD. 


But, sir, this doctrine 01 estoppel is put upon the high ground, too, 


of policy as a people, of expediency as a borrowing natioy 
to public faith. Our first duty is to be just to the peor le This 
involves and includes exact justice to all with whom the Goy omg 
ment deals, but it does not include a sacrifice of the me: a 
Government to pay a claim that has no foundation jy ei; 
morals. We have seen it has no foundation in the terms oj the 
tract. What foundation has it in morals? Are we morg!}y = 
to shape legislation so as to increase the value of a com) 
Gold is rising. 
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| a3 to continue that rise, because our debt is payable in gold? Jit 
bond gave notice that it was payable in silver, at our option, 2 
| silver was falling when the bond was bought, must we make | 


aud 
the difference ? Silver was falling from 1873 to 1877. No such os 
right exists in either case. Have we the moral right to enact a 
statute to change the character of the coinin which debts contrg, ted 
since 1573 were payable? This is the very thing that was done 
1873. As to all contracts in existence before that, silver coin ccn i 
The law gave the option to q ; 
But the act of 1873 denied this right and compelled payment ip go'y, 
If this was sound in morals why is it not sound to restore the ov 
to pay in either? 
LEGAL-TEXDER FUNCTION ADDS TO VALUE. 

The legal-tender function—the power of paying debt—our experi 
ence teaches us, is worth something, even when stamped upon paper, 
How much more valuable when this power of the sovereign is in. 
parted to metal of intrinsic value! We have the example of our 
subsidiary coinage, in which forty-two cents in silver passes currept 
for fifty cents; and that of England, in which bullion bought at 
fifty-five pence per ounce is coined and paid out at the mint at sixty. 
six pence. The total subsidiary coin in circulation in Great Britain 
is nearly $100,000,000, and its legal-tender capacity is only forty shjl. 
lings. ‘The British public, whose example as to the gold standard 
Mr. Bowen, of the commission, and those who follow him seek to have 
us imitate, actually take and keep in circulation, at a face value of 
one hundred cents for an actual value of eighty cents, more silver 
than all of our mints could coin in dollars in three years. This isthe 
power of legal-tender function even in capital-owning, labor-depress. 
ing, monometallic England. 

Seyd, writing in 1868, attributes the difference between the prico 
of bullion and of coin, which then was 6? per cent., exclusively t 
the effect of the legal-tender power given by law. Is there not just 
ground for the belief, then, that bullion appreciated by demand aud 
coin vested with debt-paying power will span the difference between 
gold and silver bullion as it exists to-day ? 

Germany, by her law changing from silver to gold, retained the sil- 
ver thaler as a legal tender because of an apprehension of danger 
from too sudden demonetization ; and while other silver at once de- 
preciated this protected coin retained its relative value to gold and 
passes current within the empire at 154 to 1, or one gold mark for 
three silver thalers. 

is the fact that for more than eighty years one hundred cents in 
silver were worth more than one bundred cents in gold of no value 
in gauging the future? Shall we add to the value of the 412}-grain 
dollar by increasing the quantity of silver therein without practical 
proof of the necessity, while eighty years of our own history have 
shown none suchto exist? The gap between the subsidiary coinage 
and the dollar is already wide enough. Our true path is to Jearn by 
experience the real relative value between the metals and then sup- 
ply a full-valued silver coinage and adjust the relative value as often 
as is found necessary. If we adopt the relative value fixed by the 
rest of the world this necessity will occur at very rare intervals. 


a, 


4€ Option 


MUST LEGISLATE TO REGULATE. 


This is one of the arguments for the single standard: that we must 
legislate to adjust the value between them, but from the very neces- 
sity of the case, from the character of the metals themselves, you 
must legislate as to their relative value even if you place silver in au 
exclusively subsidiary attitude. Gold will not measure the value of 


| even the necessities of a day’s existence in their many subdivisions. 


You cannot coin in gold the value of a peck of potatoes or a joint vl 
meat. You are driven to the white metal. It having a fixed value 
by statute ought of right to have its corresponding parts of the same 
relative proportion in value. It is the old maxim of * take care of the 
pence and the pounds will take care of themselves.” Tle necessities 
of the every-day life of our people must be cared for upon a just 
basis. You cannot and you dare not make a dollar in gold worth 
twenty dimes. You must legislate, and that legislation is not more 
important to the dollar than to the dime. 


COST OF RECOINAGE. 

If we increase the weight of a silver dollar to the value of one of 
gold, we widen the gap between the subsidiary coins and the unito! 
value. It would under such circumstances be indispensable to reco! 
the whole of it or the people would reject it, for the injustice and 
inconvenience of maintaining a coinage with 6o wide a variation 1 
proportional value are apparent to all. The cost of this recoinage 
no small item. 

WRONG TO ADD TO WEIGHT OF SILVER DOLLAR. 

The effect of adding to the weight of the silver dollar so 48 to 

equalize it as bullion with the present value uf a gold dollar would 
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jae by jast . 
Seer oe against the debtor, while the assets of the debtor as a 
creditor « pS 


‘hole have largely decreased in value. Silver as a commodity has 
aa anied the decline of property and exact justice would bring 
sil er ry money and gold as money to an ae upon a fixed ratio 
Se adopt the arbitrary price of go d enhanced by so many 
wud such unusual canses. It would be as just to add by a statute 
the percentage of difference that now exists between a gold dollar 
aud silver bullion to every mortgage, note, bond, or other evidence of 
indebtedness in the country as It would be to add such an amount 
of silver to the dollar so as to equalize it with gold. Every one would 
be shocked at such a proposal, yet this is precisely what the act of 
ix73 effected. It compelled the debtor, whether the Government or 
the individual, to pay more silver than he had contracted to pay. 


rather than 


added the difference between the silver dollar and the gold dollar to | 
every bond, note, mortgage, or other evidence of indebtedness in the 


country and it did it in the dark. That act was a secret manner of 
ypreciating gold. Our duty to repeal it is plain. 


a] 
THE CONCLUSION. 

To our second question, therefore, we reach the answer that it isthe 
safe path to recoin the silver dollar of 4124 grains and test the prac- 
tical question whether demand for si:ver and legal-tender function 
will not cause the value of the metals to approximate, because by this 
pill itself the law of demand and supply is made to operate to cause 
arise in silver bullion; that debt-paying power inevitably increases 
the value of a metal of intrinsic value ; that experience teaches that 
gold and silver gifted with equal power in this respect rapidly reach 
a common Value; that our own experience for eighty years shows the 


steadiness of this coin; that we must legislate as to the relations, if we | 


have a subsidiary coinage, and the inconvenience thereof is infinitely 
less than the injury resulting from disuse of silver; to increase 
the weight of a silver dollar widens the gap between it and the sub- 
sidiary coin and will drive us to the expense of recoinage; that add- 
ing to the weight of the silver dollar adds just that proportion to the 
value of all debts; thet to restore the dollar of 4124 grains is not in 
violation either of morals or law, and that neither expediency nor 
policy has any equitable ground in our past financial history to re- 
ect its Ccolnage. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
his seat ? 

Mr. WALLACE. Certainly. 

Mr. BAYARD. He affirmed just now that which I was very glad 
tohear: the duty and the sovereign power of the Government of the 
United States to regulate the value of these two precious metals. I 
can understand that word “ regulate” to mean but one thing, that 


May I ask wy friend a question before he takes 


you shall by regulating and coining money declare truly the relative | 


value of these two metals to each other ; that is to say, that so much | or disuse of so much of the gold bullion of the world as is replaced 


of silver shall be equal in value to so much of gold and vice rersa. 
That is the power of regulation. Now I will ask my friend whether, 
under the duty of regulation of value, you have the right in law or 
in conscience, in morals or in any domain recognized as respectable 
in human dealings, under the pretense of making a regulation which 
means the establishment of an equivalency between a given portion 
of one and a given portion of another, to state that which is not true 
at the time you state it: that 4124 grains of silver, for instance, are 


equal asa fact to 25.8 grains of gold when we know they are worth | 


10 per cent. less, 
THE POINT. 

Mr. WALLACE. Mr. President, the difference between the Sena- 
tor aud myself, and the answer to his question, is that he would reg- 
ulate the value under the Constitution between silver bullion as a 
commodity, as a matter of merchandise, and gold coin as full legal- 


tender money appreciated by the depreciation and debasement of | 
silver. while [ would regulate its value when I have tested the in- | 


crease in value that would be added to the white metal by using it 
asa coin and by putting upon it full legal-tender functions. When 
we shall have ascertained what the relative value or proportion be- 
tween the two metals is by using silver as money and by impressing 
upon it the debt-paying power, then we shall be in a position to ad- 
jast the relative value between the money, silver, and the money, 


gold; but if we undertake to regulate it now we regulate simply the | 


value between silver bullion, demonetized and depreciated silver 
bullion, and gold appreciated and stamped with debt-paying power. 
‘ Mr. BAYARD. W hy, Mr. President, the Constitution of the United 
States never was guilty of the absurdity of supposing that any gov- 
ernment, whether it be the government of a prince or the govern- 
nent of a democracy, can regulate the relative value of these two 
commodities. The prince or the government stamps upon his coin 
its positive value according to his law ; but the relative value of his 
coin must be given by the law-merchant; it must be governed by 
the markets of the world; and no writer upon this subject ever vent- 
ured to affirm the contrary of this fact. 

J had here C 
nda, (Mr. JONES ;] he quoted a line from Montesquieu’s Spirit of 
fae the effect that silver or metallic money would take its 
a alue from its function as money and not simply asa merchant- 
: © commodity. There is no question as to that. But if he had 
gone a little further he would have found that the power of a gov- 


*‘rument, whatever may be its form, is limited to the declaration of 


that proportion the value of all debts in favor of the 


It | 


| commodities, 
| far beyond senates or parliaments or the breath of monarchs. 


| commodity. 


| is not regulating the value of coin. 
| and regulate the value thereof ;” not of bullion, but toregnlate by an 


just now a work referred to by my honorable friend from | 


the positive value at which the coin shall be received; but as to 
establishing its relative value it is impossible that that shall be 
done. 

Therefore, there is no power given to the Government of the United 
States, and none was ever intended to be given to the Government 
of the United States, to establish the value of silver as a commodity 
or of gold as acommodity. The power given to them was “to coin 
money and regulate the value thereof.” The power given to them was 
to establish, define what was in the markets of the world the just 
equivalency between one portion of one of these metals and one por- 
tion of another of these metals, and then to stamp what value they 
placed upon either. But when they meant to regulate the value of 
the two, they never meant that one piece should in the markets of 
the world be worth more than the other when they by their coinage 
declared them to be the same. 

There could have been no such thing as giving toa government the 
power to regulate the value of commodities. The idea isabsurd. It 
is beyond the power of human government to regulate the value of 
Commodities will regulate their own value by laws 
But 
when the sovereign power of creating a coin in such subdivision of 
values as the interests and convenience of the nation may dictate, 


| and two metals are to be used asequivalents, every principle of justice, 


every principle of law as known and respected by men will compel 
you to stamp your coins with simple and precise truth, and no nation 
can afford upon any score, be it moral, political, or pecuniary, to depart 
from such a standard and to declare that two units of value, pro- 


| claimed by them upon their face to be equivalent, are not so in their 


relative and actual value. It cannot be, sir. My friend will excuse 
me; but he cannot find, either in this country or any other country, 
such a power given to government to regulate the relative value of 
commodities ; but they can regulate the value of their coins, posi- 
tively declare it, and when they use two metals and two diflerent 
units of value cut out cf these metals they must see to it that they 
do net state falsely when they dce'are that they are equivalents. 

Mr. WALLACE. My friend and myself do not differ as tothe power 
yiven by the Constitution, and he misapprehends me if he supposes 
T casala regulate the value of coin by regulating the value of the 
That is precisely what I said he was about to co, thet 
he would make the relative difference between gold coin and silver 
bullion without adjusting or estimating the debt-paying power and 
the use of the silver bullion when it comes into play as a power along- 
side of gold. Now, my argument is that by the gradual use of tle 


| silver dollar supplied by the Mint, the use of the metal as bullion in 
| accordance with the law of supply and demand will increase its value; 


that placing upon that bullion the legal-tender function, the debt- 
paying power, will also add to its value; and that the displacement 


by the silver bullion will tend to reduce the value of the gold bullion 
and increase the value of the silver bullion; and thus we shall have 
our coin regulated. Now, my friend says that we cannot regulate it 
save upon the market value of bullion to-day, gold and silver. That 
The power is “to coin money 


approximate relation the value between the two moneys; and we are 
to take into consideration all the facts and cireumstances surround- 
ing the two metals that we use as money. As I stated before the 
Senator would take the value of silver bullion as bullion and fix that 
as the actual value of silver coin as compared with gold coin with 
all its power of legal-tender function and displacement of silver, 
while I would take the silver bullion and give it use and give it debt- 


| paying power, and then place it side by side with the other metal 


and adjust the difference if any existed. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I do not propose at this time to 
make any extended expression of my views upon the question of 
remonetizing silver as proposed by this bill, but merely to repeat that 


| which I have said before, that I cannot contemplate the disuse of sil- 


ver as money without the gravest sense of apprehension of its conse- 
quences; and if it be in my power, withont disturbance to the busi- 
ness and the credit of the country to restore to the fullest possible 
| nse silver as a money, that effort shall not be wanting on my part. 
But as to this very question of the power of this Government Se tsese 
in use at the same time and as pretended equivalents a eurrency 
of silver which is overvalued in the markets of the world and acur- 
rency of gold which is undervalued as to silver, I answer it is abso- 
lutely beyond the power of human law to inveut such results. One 
or the other metal loses. No man will use a money which costs him 
more when he can get one which costs him less When the silver 
dollar was worth ove hundred and three cents in gold, who used it? 
No one used it except the bullion broker and the man who bought it 
for speculative purposes. It fled from this country because we at- 
| tempted to hold it to the value we had impressed upon it relatively 
to gold. 

That value was falsely stated; it was inaccurately stated. The 
gold dollar was worth one hundred cents, the silver dollar was worth 
one hundred and three, and as a consequence no man wonld use the 
one hundred and three when he could get along and for the same pur- 

poses use the one-hundred-cent dollar. Hence of course we lost the 
| undervalued coin. Now again, if we shall undertake when the sil- 


| ver dollar is worth ninety cents in gold and the gold dollar werth 
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one hundred cents in gold to put the two into circulation together, in 
the name of common sense and reason can we expect to keep one par- 
ticle of gold in the country? Is it not aplain result that if we lost 
silver because the silver dollar was three cents more valuable than the 
gold dollar we shall lose the gold dollars because they are ten cents 
more valuable than the silver dollars? The proposition, I think, has 
only to be stated to make its own irreversible answer. 

But, Mr. President, the logic of my honorable friend from Penn- 
sylvania does not seem to have included the fact that under this bill 
and proposition the values of silver and gold as commodities are to 
be wholly disregarded. No man denies that anywhere in the com- 
mercial world one ounce of gold is worth seventeen and three-fourths 
ounces of silver. Thatisafact. No one denies it; noone doubts it; 
no one will to-day gainsay it in or out of this SenateChamber. Now, 
that relative value existing, can you frame a coinage which shall be 
in disregard of it without losing wholly the coinage of that metal 
which shall be undervalued and in these proportions? In other 
words, if you say by stamping your 4124 grains of silver, “ This is a 
dollar, and equal to one hundred cents in gold,” do you tell the truth 
as to the world’s market? No. We know that that is based upon a 
proportion of sixteen ounces of silver to one ounce of gold. How can 
we in America aflix these false statements on our coin and declare 
that sixteen ounces of silver in America are equal to seventeen and 
three-fourths ounces of silver anywhere else? Why, sir, it is flying 
in the face of the truth, it is flying in the face of the world’s com- 
merce; and it is an idle, futile attempt to escape from the irrevocable 
laws of human dealings. We do not live in this world by ourselves. 
We are but one of a family, and ene of a family of nations. Our 
dealings must be accommodated to the stern facts of truth which 
surround us, and those who blink them or those who deny them can- 
not be considered wise. 

But, Mr. President, our coinage law as proposed by the bill brought 
here from the House is to give the United States no judgment what- 
ever at their Mint over this fact, that from some cause or from many 
causes silver has declined relatively in value to gold, so that it is 
held for purchase in the proportion I have mentioned, in any bullion 
market of the world. In the face of that fact, it is proposed that 
two men shall approach the Mint, the producer and owner of silver 
bullion and the producer and owner of gold coin, and that they shall 
ask the Government of the United States to stamp the silver and 
raise it 10 per cent. in value and to stamp the gold and raise it nothing 
in its value, Whois to gain by it? The answer is, the man who owns 


the silver gains his 10 per cent. and the mau who owns the gold gains | 


nothing. The Government, be it remembered, owns neither gold nor 
silver. The bullion is the property of the private citizen, and it is 
coined for him at the Government expense or at such a cost as fairly 
covers the actual cost of the transmutation from the form of bullion 


into the disk or shape of the money you may see fit to convert it into. | 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. President 

Mr. ANTHONY. Does the Senator from Massachusetts desire to 
go on to-day ? 

Mr. DAWES. Just as the Senate may desire. I am willing to go 
on or willing to yield if I can secure the floor, 

Several SENATORS. We had better adjourn. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam willing to conform to the wish of the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the Senator will give way, I shall move that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. ALLISON. 1 hope that will not be done at this hour of the 


day. That implies an adjournment. This is a very important ques- | 


tion, and I do not desire in any way to curtail the debate, but I wish 
it to proceed certainly for an hour or two longer each day. If the 
motion is persisted in, I shall feel obliged to ask for the yeas and 
nays. 


Mr. DAWES. I have waited with a great deal of patience for the 


running debate to terminate which the Senator from Iowa seems to | 


desire to protract. 1 am entirely willing to go on whenever I can 
have the tloor continuously. Perhaps I may as well proceed at once, 
now that I have the floor. 

Mr. President, it appears to me that many questions in relation to 
coin and currency which have been raised in debate may be deter- 
mined in the minds of Senators and still leave undetermined the ques- 
tion now before the Senate: Shall the bill under consideration become 
at this time the law of the land? It has reached its last legislative 
stage, having passed the other branch, and, after reference to a com- 
mittce by this body, has been reported back for tinal action here. It 
is to take effect immediately. Whatever change is to be wrought by 
it begins instantly upou itsenactment. It is apparent, therefore, that 
all its provisions are to be considered not as abstract propositions alone, 
but with earnest reference to the many exigencies and contingencies 
of the present time, 

It may be conceded, without impairing a sufficient argument 
against this bill, that silver has been used as money from the begin- 
ning of the use of the precious metals for that purpose ; that it is in 
its nature suitable for coin, and is one of the two metals mentioned 
in the Constitution from which alone legal-tender coin can be made, 


by the States at least. For the purposes of the argument, it may be | 


conceded also that a bimetallic standard of gold and silver is better 


than a single standard of either metal. All this may be conceded, | 


and yet the question is not answered, Shall this bill pass? 
It ismot my purpose, therefore, to follow Sevators, who have pre- 
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ceded me, into the broad and general field of debate which t}, . 
traversed with so much ability, but to confine myself to w} co 
to me to be controlling reasons against the passage of tj ee 
at this time, without stopping to inquire whether any Possible co 
tion of things could ever justify it. It deals with a subject a a 
which experiments cannot be safely made, and is of 4 natun thor 
the steps we take cannot be retraced. What is once done cayy.. 
undone, and the consequences alone are left to us and an ao 
ble. The slowest pace, therefore, by which we move is t} 
and we cannot tread on uncertainty without jeopardy, 
THE “ BLAND” BILL. 

What, therefore, is the bill as it comes to us from the } 
our concurrence, any amendment to which, in the eyes of its you 
ardent friends, mars its beauty and impairs its efficacy? Jt author. 
izes any man or body of men to-morrow, if this bill should pase = 
day, instantly on its passage, on his own account and for his oy, 
gain, and without cost to himself, to turn all the silver it is possihj, 
to command into dollars which shall be his, with power to dise)apoe 
every debt, public or private, within the limits of the United States 
and with power also in the private holder of it to add at oy, 

the volume of the currency of the country all that amount of « 
or any part of it, or to hold it over that volume in an yn 
hand, dependent solely upon his own will, caprice, or expectancy of 
gain. There is no limit to this power over the volume of the dyp. 
reucy except the limit to the power to gather in silver from the ; 
quarters of the globe for coinage. Even the capacity of the mints 1 
coin bullion would seem to form no practical limit, for certificates of 
the deposit of bullion are authorized by law and would at once form 
| a part of the circulating medium equal in value to the number of 
| dollars they would represent. I will read the law now applicable to 
gold bullion, and made by this bill applicable to silver bullion: 


The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to receive deposits of gold ex 


bullion with the Treasurer or any assistant treasurer of the United States : 
sums not less than $20, .nd to issue certificates therefor, in denominations of pot 
less than $20 each, corresponding with the denomination of the United Stat 
| The coin and bullion deposited tor or representing the certiticate of d 
be retained in the Treasury for the payment of the same on demand. 
cates representing coin in the Treasury may be issued in payment « 
the public debt, which certificates, together with those issued for coin and 
deposited, shall not at any time exceed 20 per cent. beyond the amount of coi 
bullion in the Treasury; and the certificate for coin and bullion in the Treas 
shall be received at par in payment for duties on imports —Jevised st 
section 254. 

Such power over the volume of the currency was never befor 
statute put in private hands. The public exigency that will 
the delegation to any individual of so extraordinary aud hitherto 
unheard of power must be great and not otberwise to be met. Wy 
therefore turn in search of it to a consideration of the present 

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY. 

What, then, is the condition of the currency at a time when it is 
| proposed by this bill to clothe private parties with power to add to 
| its volume at their pleasure in dollars whatever all the mints can 
| produce and in certificates of deposits of bullion, receivable by law in 
| payment of duties on imports and payable in payment of the interest 
| on the public debt, whatever it is in their power to gather? There 
| was afloat on the lst day of November in legal-tenders, national-bank 
notes, fractional currency, and fractional silver, $727,000,000; just 
about double the amount of coin and paper together in circulation in 
1860, when the war broke out. There was free banking in most of 
the States then, so that if more currency had been needed then 
would have been issued, There is free banking in all the States now, 
and if the wants of trade require more than we now have, banking 
institutions whose business we are told by the friends of this bill is 
exceedingly profitable, would push it afloat. ; 

But, instead, currency is at this moment seeking retirement be- 
cause it has nuthing todo, There have actually gone into retirement 
under laws of trade, and whose place any one under the free-bank- 
ing act could have supplied, if those laws would have tolerated it, 
$62,595,447 of currency since January 14, 1875. And the natioual 
banks had idle on deposit on November 1, in New York alone, over 
and above their required reserve, about $8,000,000 of currency lor 
which there was no call. And that, too, at the season of wovilg 
crops, when there is the greatest call for currency. ‘There have been 
times when there have been $30,000,000 of currency so idle. There- 
fore, whatever of stagnation there is in business, whatever waut o! 
| employment labor is encountering, or of suffering the poor are - 
periencing, scarcity of currency is not the cause. There is a plethora 
of currency to-day, and like the laborer it stands idle in the market- 
place waiting for employment. Figures cannot make demonstration 
clearer than this. And yet this bill proposes to add to this alreacy 
swollen and inflated volume many millions more, and not the least 
of the vices that lurk under its provisions is the fact that no mortal 
can tell how many millions. The very uncertainty that this bi! 
enacts will infuse ilself into all business, all trades and occupations 
as poison passes through the blood and stiffens and stills lite its! 
Just so far as it adds a dollar to the aggregate volume of the cl 
rency, it cheats and deludes the people with talse quantities aud vue 
expectations. , 

I cannot stop to argue the evils of inflation. If any one at t's 
| day disbelieves or doubts, he must be given over, I find it 1p ts 
| bill im its most insidieus and dangerous form, And theretore | 
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eccrine emanates 


it this time will be especially unfortunate and disastrous. 
thin a twelvemonth of the time fixed by law for resump- 


nassage 
We are Wi 
on, and s 
wn, by tarning the balance of trade and the current of gold in 
wn iredl hy these very elements, the difference between this currency 
f ours and the gold standard of the commercial world had come to 
sat jeney toward par. The course of events and the laws of trade 
were bringing paper equal to gold before the time fixed by law. 
rhe enddev, inevitable, uncertain addition to the volume of the 
repewate currency of the country which this bill enacts will at 
nat reverse all these causes and carry us further from instead of 
lrawing us nearer to resumption. 


a 


by contracting the volume of the currency as has been | 
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as well as by the growing confidence in business circles | 


», before this bill appeared, only about 2% per cent., with a constant | 


| metals and other methods in art and science. 


[his seems to be understood by many of the most zealous support- | 


ers of this measure, who are equally zealous in support of a bill in- 
Jefinitely postponing resumption itself, now upon your table, forlike 
renee with the House in its passage. 
who brought this bill here were hardly at the door before there came 


ais0 
aa act. They are twin sisters. — 
part of this bill requiring the retirement of an amount of greenbacks 
equal to the amount of new silver coin to be issued under it. If such 
a prov ision were attached to it, then the discussion would turn largely 
upon the quality of the currency to be substituted for United States 
notes under it. The zeal of resistance to such a provision forces 
upon me the conviction that it is the double purpose of its fathers, 
if not of all who support it, to inflate the currency and defeat re- 
sumption. 
THE UNCERTAIN COMMERCIAL VALUE OF SILVER. 

There are other objections to this bill equally conclusive against 
When it was reported, silver enough to make the dollar 

provides for could be bought for ninety-two cents. I believe it 
ean be bought now for ninety cents. The Government is to turn it 
into a dollar for the holder without charge, so that the bill proposes 
instantly and by force of an enactment to put eight or ten cents, as 
the case may be, with every ninety cents’ worth of silver any man has 
in his pocket, and that without the slightest equivalent; actually 
confers itupon him. That is not all. In conferring it upon the man 
who bas the silver the bill takes just the same amount out of the 
pocket of the next man, for he who parts with his property or his 
labor for the silver after it is thus turned into dollars by this bill 
wust part with eight or ten cents more of his property or work for 
the same ninety cents’ worth of silver than he will be obliged to if 
the bill does not pass. 

Nor does it in any measure rectify this wrong when it enables the 
wan thus compelled to pay ten cents more for every ninety cents of 
silver than it is worth, to pass it off to the next man for a dollar, be- 
cause sooner or later it must encounter the fixed standard of the com- 
mercial world and instantly drop to its real value, and each one 
through whose hands it passes makes provision agzinst the chance. 
Nothing can make a yard of cloth out of seven-eighths of ayard. No 
legal enactment has power enough to make it so. Calling it so by 
law is impotence. No matter how many hands it passes through 
labeled a yard, sooner or later it will reach the measure of the tailor, 
and the delusion vanishes at the touch. Every attempt to force, by 
law, a fictitious appreciation upon a depreciated value is sure to in- 
flict evil and wrong upon those compelled to use it, and most of all 
upon the poor, who, without capital, are at the mercy of every change. 

But the evils this bill will inflict are greatly aggravated by the 
uncertain and fickle character of the value itself. The piece of sil- 
ver which this bill enacts into a dollar does not stand fixed at ninety 
or ninety-two cents, as it is to-day by every other standard but this 
bill. If it were so fixed, every one compelled to take it as a dollar 
would know just how much his coin had been clipped or debased by 
the standard of the commercial world outside of this law, and gov- 
ern himself accordingly in all his transactions with it. 
piece of silver may be worth to-morrow ninety-four cents or it may 
not be worth but eighty-eight, and no human foresight can make 
certain which. Every business undertaking in this country, there- 
fore, which is to be completed to-morrow or at any tiwe in the fut- 
ure is by this bill launched at once upon the uncertainty that the 
value of the money to be paid or received in its fultillment is like 
the barometer, rising and falling with every puff of the atmosphere 
around it. Does anybody wonder, then, that healthy enterprise in 


ifs passage. 


face of such uncertainty will fold its wings and wait; that cautious | 


capital will take itself to shelter and security, or that deluded labor 
Will bear still greater burdens of idleness and want forced upon it 
by distrust and doubt enacted into law? Confidence alone is the 


atmosphere in which all human effort breathes and lives; distrust, the | 


mephitie gas in which it dies. 

Without stopping to controvert, but even admitting for the sake 
of the argument, that it was unwise to demonetize silver in 1373, 
when it certainly was much more stable in value than now, yet it 
seems to me that nothing can be more inopportune than this instant 


fall o 
} 


_ operation and without the slightest provision to protect the 
‘usiness or the credit of the country against its effects. No other 


Indeed, the feet of those | 


those bearing its handmaid, the bill for the repeal of the resump- | 
No provision wi!l be tolerated as a | 


| two metals as firmly in commerce to that ratio as possible. 
| be with limitation upon the amount to be issued and upon the legal- 
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many is doing the same as fast as she can find a market into which 
to push her useless silver. And no nation of the Latin union, a 
league of nations, which have by treaty fixed upon a relative ratio 
between gold and silver for a term of years, is either coining silver 
or inviting it intoits trade. France, the most important of these na- 
tions, has put an absolute stop to the coinage of silver and is wait- 
ing to exchange her vast stock for our gold as soon as this bill will 
enable her to take one dollar in our gold for that which is worth 
at home but ninety-two cents. All this time the mines of Nevada 
and elsewhere are increasing in production, and the use of silver in 
many ways outside of money is daily being superseded by other 
So plethoric is the 
market at this moment that a recent attempt by Germany to sell in 
London a few hundred thousand of her surplus silver caused it to fall 
nearly two pence in the ounce. 

Now, without any previous preparation or consultation with those 
nations still using silver with gold, and at a ratio between them fixed 
by treaty among themselves, we propose in this condition of the 
market to instantly remonetize silver here, and at a different ratio 
from any other in the civilized world. If we are to return to silver, 
it should be after preparation in concert with other great commercial 
nations who will fix with us a common ratio, and with us hold the 
It should 


tender power of the coin itself, neither of which exist in this bill. 
THE PUBLIC CREDIT WILL SUFFER. 

The passage of this bill will be at a terrible cost to the public credit. 
It makes the entire public debt payable in silver, to-day eight or ten 
cents below par in the markets of the world, and so tluctuating and 
unstable that no one can tell what will be its value to-morrow, much 
less what it will be in the future, when the bonds shall mature. 

The public faith has been pledged before the world to the payment 
of the debt of the nation in coin. When that pledge was made we 
had no silver coin and had had none for nearly thirty years. Gold 
was then our only coin. A large part of our indebtedness, the recent 
fives, the 44 and the 4 per cent. bonds have been issued since silver 
coin has been made unlawful. For all these bonds we have exacted 
their face in gold of those who took them of us. And now by this 
bill we propose to authorize ourselves to pay our own bonds in de- 
preciated silver. The holder of our debt having no power over tho 
Government to enforce its obligations in any court, relies solely aud 
implicitly upon its good faith for their fulfillment. A nation’s faith 
is as sensitive as the apple of the eye, and as sacred as a woman's 
honor. Suspicion that it will not be kept in spirit as well as letter 
will damn it. It is not that power is usurped to make our own debt 
payable in silver coin that complaint will be wade, for of the power 
under the Constitution no one will doubt. But it is the attempt of 
the debtor himself to make his own debt payable in a depreciated 
coin that did not exist when the debt was contracted, which before 
the world will be stamped as bad faith, and cannot be persisted in 
except by a terrible sacrifice which no nation can afford to make, 
The blot upon our honor gets its darkest shades frum the paltry 
profit of eight cents on a dollar which the debtor seems to make by 
the attempt. 

It is the loss of confidence that our obligations will be kept in the 
spirit as well as the letter that will shake the public credit. And 
when it comes to be known that anation in dealing with its creditors 
will resort to any make-shift that promises temporary gain within 
the letter of the bond, however wide from its spirit, then will its 
credit sink and carry down with it the power to borrow money at all. 
It is not by this line of policy, but the reverse, that our credit has 
been built up till our bonds have risen, even the four per-cents, above 
par. We have hitherto so resolved all doubts as to strengthen not 
weaken the credit of the nation. The statute of 1569 put an end to 
all doubt about the payment of our bonded debt in coin, although 


But the same | something might have been gained then as now by the payment of 


it in cheaper money. The statute of 1370 printed upon the face of 
the bond its express exemption from all taxation, national, State, or 
local. And the statute of 1875 pledged the faith of the nation that 
even the non-interest-bearing promises of the Government should be 
redeemed in coin by the Ist of January, 1°79. These statutes have all 
been declarations to the world that this nation was not in search of 
some new and easier way to discharge its obligations, but held itself 
up to the most rigid and stringent maintenance of its faith, accord- 
ing tothe spirit which inspired the obligation, whatever may have 
been its letter. It has been reserved for this bill to have discovered 
in the letter of the law an opportunity to discharge our indebtedness 
with a cheaper coin not in existence when that indebtedness was in- 
curred. The discovery will in the end prove a terrible sacrifice of 
treasure as well as of honor. 
THE CHEAPEST WILL BE THE ONLY MONEY. 


Gold is at one price and is a legal tender in payment of all debts. 


| Greenbacks are cheaper than gold and will also pay all debts except 
Berg! | United States bonds and duties. 
remonetization of it now when all the causes of its fluctuation are in | 


Silver is cheaper still, and if made 
a full legal tender no one when he can get it will purchase the dearer 
money to pay a debt when the cheaper will answer as well. The 


a t | inevitable result will therefore be that silver will be the only money 
civilized nation that I know of but this is at this time enlarging the | 


used. Gold will go to those countries that have use for it, and green- 


money function of silver. England has taken it away eutirely. Ger- | backs will go out of sight, for they have no other place te go to. In 
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this connection it is well to consider what will be the effect upon the 
commerce of the country to thus force upon it a currency and me- 
dium of exchange not at par with the gold standard of the rest of 
the commercial world. 

The United States are npon the threshold of a new industrial era. 
The development of our vast national resources has so far advanced 
and manufacturers have attained such stability and perfection in 
production, and labor and capital, waiting to convert raw material 
into fabrics, are so abundant that all eyes are turning to foreigu 


markets for relief. As in no previous period is American enterprise | 


seeking with its produets to compete with other nations in their own 
markets. If new ontlets for over-production can thus be found, eap- 
ital and labor will wake to new activity and national prosperity will 
receive a new impetus, Lvery effort should be made to remove all 


hinderances and impediments to the freest possible intercourse and | 


the closest commercial intimacy with all nations which consume what 
we produce. How unwise, then, to measure our values by astandard 
not known to them or uncurrent in their trade! How much,on the 
other hand,a common standard or common unit of value among great 
commercial nations would facilitate and stimulate intercourse, carry- 
ing our products into pew markets and thus building up industries 
at home! 

But this bill creates a ratio of value between silver and gold now 
in use nowhere else, confusing, perplexing, discouraging commerce. 
It drives out also the more stable and better metal sought after by 
all other civilized nations, and leaves commerce to struggle on and 
make its way, as best it may, with a cheap and fluctuating medium 
of exchange and measure of value depreciated in every market of the 
world below its statute value at home. 

These, Mr. President, are some of the reasons which constrain me 


to withhold my support from the bill as it came from the House. Nor | 


cocs the amendment proposed by the Committee of Finance, though 
improving the bill, remove these objectious. The improvements are 
slight, and I fear delusive rather than real. It is proposed by this 
amendment that the Government shall purchase the silver to be 


coined at its market value and coin it on its own account and for its | 


own profit, instead of coining it free of charge for the owner and for 
his gain, as provided in the House bill. 

That is, the Government pays ninety-two cents for a piece of silver, 
stamps it a dollar, and passes it off fora dollar, thinking it has made 
eight cents by the operation. That might be so if this ninety-two 
cents did not ever come back again and force itself back on the Gov- 
ernment in the place of a gold dollar. When that happens then all 
that has been made in the first operation has been lost in the second. 
Now, this very bill compels the Government to take for all the cus- 
toms duties, now payable in gold, some $160,000,000 a year, silver 
dollars made out of ninety-two cents’ worth of silver, and for which 
it can get back only ninety-two cents in no other way in the world 
but by forcing its own citizens to take it again for a dollar, they in 
turn forcing it back on the Government through the custom-house. 
But if either steps beyond our jurisdiction with it the delusion van- 
ishes, and it stands ont ninety-two cents only. Aud thus, what is 
made with one hand is lost with the other. 

Another provision of the amendment is what appears to be a lim- 
itation upon the amount of coinage in any one year. It provides that 
the amount of silver bullion thus to be purchased for coinage by the 
Government shall not be less than two million nor more than four 
million dollars’ worth each month. But the entire capacity of all 
the mints of the United States lies within these limits; and the lim- 
itation has no other practical effect upon the amount of coin to be 
produced under this bill except to remove the temptation to build 
new mints and enlist extra power in the work of turning cheap 
silver into dollars. Although [ shall vote for the amendment, I can- 
not vote for the bill after it shall have been amended. 

Iam opposed to the objects aimed at by its advocates, and it is of 
little moment to me what form of legislation they may choose for 
their accomplishment. The evils of inflation involved in this bill are 
— and deplorable. The utter disregard of that irreversible revo- 
ution which has come over the production, the value,and the use of 
silver, upon which the bill proceeda, renders rational support of it 
impossible. The attempt by its enactment to confer on silver a 
value which mankind refuses to recognize is so impotent that a mis- 
erable and inglorions failure waits on its folly. The pretense that it 
will furnish the debtor with cheaper means with which to cancel his 
indebtedness is too shallow to deceive even the most credulous of 
debtors more than for a moment. For whether the ninety cents 
which the Mint turns into a dollar shall belong to bullion-gatherers, 
as the Bland bill provides, or to the Government, as the amendment 
proposes, no debtor cau ever get hold of one of these new dollars 
with which to pay a debt without paying the bullion-owner or the 
Government the full face of it. 

He will need but one transaction in this “cheap” money to open 
hiseyes. ‘The delusion will then vanish and the authors of the de- 
ception will then encounter the curses of the deceived. The pome 
of this bill will hinder and obstrnet if not absolutely break down 
resumption a year hence; and he who believes that January 1, 1579, 
is a postponement of the fulfillment of the nation’s promises alto- 
gether too lovg for the nation’s honor and health, cannot with bis 
eyes open vote for it. And lastly, the spectacle of a great nation, in 
the vigor of undeveloped manblood and unmeasured wealth, seeking 


| ee, 
by such a bill as this something with which to pay its inde 
| to its own citizens cheaper than the money it borrowed of ty oe 
| counting up the total profit of eight cents on a dollar sayed in thts 
| liquidating with cheap money in the days of its security aud stro, ! 
its indebtedness of $2,000,000,000 contracted in the hour of jy. 
tremity and to save its life—such a spectacle is one abhorpey: » 
| national Lonor and destructive to nasional credit, involving natios 
| humiliation and disgrace. 


| Mr. President, the laws of currency and political economy, on whi.) 


bted; 


LExs 
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| this bill and kindred measures are making war, are older thay ¢),. 
| debate and the popular excitement which it feeds and is in tury §, 

by, and will control business and trade long after both shall have 
passed away and been forgotten. They are not heeded now, byt ; 


| time is sure to come when they will assert their dominion an 


| exact 


the penalty inseparable from their infraction. Ears now deaf ty thy 
voice of all history will be then unsealed. Eyes that will pot » a 
| see the unmistakable signs of the coming of that day will they \, 

opened. It must needs be that the heresies and delusions of 4), 
hour must come, but woe unto them by whom they come, Eyer, 
step thus far taken in the great financial struggle of this nation wi) 
itself to recover the ground lost by its first departure from those laws 
has its counterpart written in English history before resumption jn 
In21 and in that deplorable record ofthe rise and fall and ruin of th 
| French assignats. Statesmen were then as now frightened off the; 
feet by the hoarse cry of more, more, more, which gamblers iy tho 
rise and fall of values had lifted up demagogues to utter in the 
of distressed and hungry credulity. 

There was the speculator in greenbacks then; the Wall stree 
stock-jobber was born of the French dealer in assignats, avd the 
| English inflationist of 1818, 1619, 1820, has his descendants on this sidy 
the water making cornersin currency and coin. It is their craft thyq; 
isin dangerof destruction by resumption. Aud thedin and uproarhear| 
above the voice of reascn, the teachings of history, and the waruingypf 
experience are not the complaint of sober, earnest business, iutelli- 
| gent, enterprising industry, nor of hovorable, thrifty labor, but that 
of those alone who profit for the moment by playing with loaded 
dice at the game of tossing values. 

But be assured, sir, the day of these men is short. The end wil! 
surely come. The chapter in their lives and their work yet io be 
written here is already recorded in the ruin their prototypes in France 
and England brought upon their deluded followers. If we will uot 
| heed the warnings of history we will surely be taught the lessons of 

experience. The laws which govern currency and trade, old as civil- 
| ization and commerce among uations and individuals, cannot be set 
}at naught with impunity. Over the popular delusion and political 
| frenzy of the hour there reigns an inexorable higher law, wailing ou 
| the footsteps of all law-breakers: “The way of the trausgressor is 
hard.” 

| Mr. BURNSIDE. I desire to give notice of an wmendment that | 
shall offer to this bill in the interest of the laboring-men of the couu- 


ear 


j 


try. I ask to have it printed. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let it be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MCMILLAN in the chair.) The 
amendment will be read. 

The Cuier CLERK. It is proposed to amend by inserting after the 
word “ private,” in line 11 of section 1, the words: 

Amounting to sums over $500. 


Mr. WHYTE and Mr. CHRISTIANCY addressed the Chair. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. I do not desire to interfere with the Senator 
| from Maryland, but I wish to say something op this silver bill; [ 
| should like to get the floor. As it is getting late 1 do not cate to 
proceed this afternoon. ca. 

Mr. WHYTE. I would ask the Senator from Michigan to yield the 
floor to me that I may make a few remarks on this question, and I 
will yield to him at the close, so that he may have the floor to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. I will do so if the understanding is that I 
may have the floor certainly for to-morrow. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is desirable that we should have an executiv6 
session. If the Senator from Maryland wishes to proceed now I shall 
not interfere with him. 

Mr. WHYTE. I desire only to occupy the time of the Senate about 
twenty minutes. I prefer to speak now. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Very well. a 

Mr. WHYTE. Mr. President, throngh the kindness of my frien’, 
the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. CocKreLL,] during my temporary 
absence from the Senate Chamber, on Friday last, my position upel 
the declaratory resolation of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. MaTtugws} 
on this silver question was plainly indicated. Yet inasmuch as tie 
bill now pending before the Senate is merely the legislative exect’ 
tion of that declaration, I desire to submit a few remarks in genet! 
terms upon the question which is involved in this general debate. 
The proposition stripped of all unnecessary verbiage is, that it . 
not in violation of the public faith nor in derogation of the rights» 
the public creditor to pay the national debt in silver dollars, wort 
only ninety-two cents each in gold, and depreciated more than 6} 
per cent. below the paperdollar. And, farther, that inasmuch as (ve 
dollar of 412} grains of standard silver has now no existence 10 ol 

circulation as logal-tender money, aud as the act of coiuing it just + 
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the moment when the public debt is redeemable, and of shooting it 
from the mint, like grain from an elevator, into the coffers of the 
nblic creditor would throw some cloud over the cleanliness of the 
transaction, it is proposed to begin now the coinage of these silver 
Jollars and put them into circulation, so as to be ready to ava il our- 
selves of those technical advantages of the law in the redemption of | 
the public debt, which the Senator from Ohio and others think they 
have discovered. , 5 ss : 

Such a proceeding, I maintain, is not only a breach of the contract, 
as the parties on either side understood it, but, viewed from my 
stand-point, it is a fatal stab at the public credit and will put a foul 
plot upon the hitherto untarnished financial fame of our country. , I 
ave listened attentively to the special pleading of those learned in 
the law, have sat patiently at the feet of the financial Gamaliels; 
have learned wisdom from the scientists, and now may I say a few 
words as a plain man on behalf of those whom Mr. Lincoln used to | 
call “plain people.” It matters not that the proposition may be | 
sotbed in gorgeous rhetoric, like the autumnal leaves shaken from | 
the “Tall Syeamore of the Wabash” or incased in the hard iron tech- | 
nicalities of the law, according to the Ohio patent, the suggestion, 
when subjected to the microscope of honesty, is siinply to pay in | 
« clipped coin” the national debt, created in a time of sore distress 
for the maintenance of the Union. The proposal has this extent, 
yo more. Will the honest instincts of the people justify such a prop- 
osition? Would this be a compliance with the contract of indebted- 
ness, as the people understood it? I do not stop to criticise the 
various acts of Congress upon the subject. I shall accept that con- 
struction which puts it strongest in favor of this view of the law. 
The creation of a national debt, by legislation, differs from ordinary 
legislative acts. The proper construction of such a contract is not 
governed by the same rule which applies to the general acts of the 
Legislature, but by that canon of construction which governs 
in regard to constitutions or the organic laws of States, which are 
peculiarly the direct work of the people. Inu the interpretation 
of law, evidencing the terms of the coutract, creating a great national 
debt for the salvation of a republic, due regard must be given to the 
understanding which the people had of its force and effect at the time 
of its contraction. So, to ascertain the true construction of this con- 
tract, we must take into consideration the circumstances which existed 
at the time of its creation and what appears to have been the under- 
standing of the people when they indorsed it or when they consented 
to its extension at a lower rate of interest. a 

The great body of our public debt was contracted for the purpose 
of carrying on the civil war, and the money was borrowed upon the 
best terms attainable and at such rate of interest as was necessary to 
secure the required amounts. The loans thus obtained were neces- 
sary to the preservation of the Union. The contract was before the 
people, the public sanction was given to it, it was made and nego- 
tiated by the representatives in all the departments of the Govern- 
ment, and thus became a national act. The public creditors when 
these loans were negotiated were the actual lenders of the money, 
our own citizens as well as foreigners, and these securitics thus ne- 
gotiated have passed from hand to hand, and are now held by the 
representatives and legatees of the original holders; by national 
banks, savings-banks, trust companies, life-insurance companies, and 
others, including thousands of widows and orphans all over this 
land. 

These are to-day the public creditors, not the gold-sharks and 
pirates; not the retired capitalists living upon incomes; not the 
“bloated bondholders,” but the widows and orphans, who seek in 
Government securities at low interest the certainty of the honest 
payment of their loans. These are the people to whose dollars you 
propose to apply the national shears and clip eight cents each and 
drop it intothe Treasury pocket. It is true that the war debt was paid 
for in great measure with depreciated paper money; it is true that 
this money was used to buy shoddy at ruinous prices; it is true we 
did not get the full value of the face of the bonds and were sub- 
jected to the most onerous taxation by the creation of this great 
(lebt. None can deny that it is hard, very hard, to pay in full, “in 
coin or its equivalent,” such a debt for which we secured a depre- 
ciated currency. But this is the history of debt, public and private ; 
hor is it at all new to the people of this country. 


It is stated upon eminent authority that the Government during 
the war of 1812 gave— 


Certificates of stock, amounting to $90,000,0°0, in exchango for $68,009,090 in such 
bank paper as could be obtained. But the sum of $68,000,000 received by the Gov- 
erpment was in a depreciated currency, not more than half as valuable as that in 
which the stock given in exchange for it has been and will be redeemed. 


So that the loss to the Government between the real value of the 
money received by the Government and the actual value paid in re- 
Cemnption of the stock was about thirty-four millions, which, added 
so the twelve millions lost by the discount, made an aggregate of 
240,000,000, thus enormously increasing the debt actually created 
“pon the face of the certificates of stock. So that our “fathers” in 
Isl, who borrowed sixty-eight millions in depreciated bank paper, 
and gave eighty millions in bonds, laid upon the tax-payers nearly a 
double burden when they required them to pay that war debt “ ac- 
cording to our original metallic standard.” 

The public debt was at its highest point in 1866, for it then amounted 
to $2,773,236,000. Provision for the payment of the interest upon this 
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colossal debt and for the ordinary expenses of Government has laid 
burdens upon the people grievous to be borne, but they have met it 
with a courage and a fortitude as heroic as they displayed when, as 
soldiers North and South, they staked life in defense of what each 
side esteemed to be duty and honor. How did the people understand 
this coutract of indebtedness, and how did they expect it to be paid ? 
That the debt was to be paid “in coin or its equivalent.” Who can 
doubt it? Some thought it was payable in greenbacks where the law 
did not specify payment in coin. So in 1868 the democratic party in 
its national convention adopted this declaration as a part of its plat- 


| form: 


Where the obligations of the Government do not expressly state upon their face, 
or the law under which they wero issued does not provide that they shall be paid 
in coin, they ought, in right and justice, to be paid the lawful money of the United 
States. 

This was a concession to those financial heresies which have of late 
sprung up in the State of Obio. 

The people decided this issue against us by a popular majority of 
300,000 votes, and a majority of 134 votes in the electoral college, 
and thus General Grant came into power pledged to preserve the 
public faith and to the payment of the public debt in “coin or its 
equivalent.” 

The Forty-first Congress met on the 4th March, 1869, with a repub- 
lican majority of nearly 80 in the House of Representatives, as I 
remember, elected on the same ticket with General Grant. Then fol- 
lowed the act of March 18, 1869, which pledged the faith of the United 
States to the payment of the debt in “coin or its equivalent” except 
where otherwise specially provided. 

The congressional elections succeeding in 1870 resulted as before 
in the indorsement of this construction ot the contract with the pub- 
lic creditors. So the people set their seal of approbation upon this 
view of our obligation. 

“ Paper money” when at a discount of 25 or 30 per cent. was good 
enough for the bondholder, according to the strict constructionists 
of the new financial school; but “coin or its equivalent” was tho 
solemn decree of the people, to whose supreme will all of us must 
bow. 

“Coin or its equivalent.” What did the people understand by 
“coin or itsequivalent ?” Did they mean “coin” authorized by some 
obsolete statute, hid away beneath the legislative rubbish of half a 
century ago, like some Egyptian mummy laid away embalmed “in 
the asphaltic contempt of ages,” or did they refer to that coin which 
they saw with their eyes and handled with their hands and felt, 
like their own life-blood, running through the veins and arteries of 
their daily trade? What were the circumstances surrounding the 
people when the war broke out? Were silver dollars then known to 
the currency of the people? I do not deny that the legal, constitu- 
tional currency is “ gold and silver.” 

That Congress bas authority to make them both full legal tenders 
nobody questions. 

The express power granted to the Federal Government to coin 
money and regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coins, anid 
the prohibition against the States to make avything but .golkl and 
silver coins atender in payment of debts, shows conclusively that 
the framers of the Constitution contemplated that “ the money of the 
country should be gold and silver.” 

The wisdom of man has devised no eurrency more sound and per- 
fect, and the restoration of the finances of this country to such a basis 
ic a “ consummation most devoutly to be wished.” 

But the power to coin money is coupled with the power to regulate 
its value and so from time to time to alter and change the amount of 
pure gold or silver in the coins as to keep them intrinsically equal 
in value, soas to be changed from one to the other without loss, 
that thus the people migut use either species of coins at pleasure. 
Such would be the perfection of a currency, if it was attainable. 

The legislation of 1792 adopted the principle of using both gold and 
silver as money, and the report of the committee ot the Senate on 
coins in 1831 heretofore referred to gave the true reason and argu- 
ment for the use of these metals in these words: 

Each of the two metals is peculiarly convenient for purposes to which the other 
is not well adapted. 

Silver is divisible into pieces of small weight and small value, and is convenient 
for payments of moderate amount, but is very inconvenient when lirge sums are 


paid or transported. And these different advantages cannot be enjoyed without 
the use of both metals. 


And that is true financial wisdom which can so equalize the gold 
and silver coins of the country as to make the former the means of pay- 
ment in the larger and the latter in the smaller transactions of trade. 

This has never yet been thoroughly accomplished. To produce 
such a result I should be glad if I could contribute. 

No arbitrary ascertainment of the proper equilibriam of values of 
gold and silver will be permanent, of course; for it is likely to be dis- 
turbed by various causes, but this cau be regulated as seon as it is 
discovered that the cheaper coin is driving the dearer out of circula- 
tion. These changes have been made from time to time, sometimes 
without the sanction of law. 

The early operations of the Mint show that although the act of 
1792 fixed the silver dollar to contain 371} grains of pure silver, or 
416 grains of standard silver, yet that the dollar in 1795, as issued 
from the Mint, contained 373.6 grains of fine silver; in 1798 it con- 
tained 375 grains; in 1“(2 it contained 368.5 grains of fine silver. 
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Then upon the recommendation of Mr. Ingham, (then Secretary of the | Mr. President, history has already condemned the policy of the y, 


‘Treasury,) made in 1831, the weight of the silver dollar was changed 
from 416 grainsto 412} grains of standard silver by the act of 1837. 

This was that silver “ dollar of the fathers” which, in the first seven 
years of our coinage, changed in weight three times. Where was it 
in 1860, and since the war? 

Some tell us that the silver dollar was demonetized by a scandalous 
trick in 1573, but the senior Senator from Ohio denies this and lays 
the outrage at the door of the codifiers of the Revised Statutes in 
1-74; yet, in reality, the silver dollar had been practically demone- 
tized for half a century. The silver dollar authorized by the act of 
1792 was not coined from 1504 until 1537; its suspension from the 
coinage having been directed by Mr. Jefferson. 

The Committee on Coinage of the House of Representatives, of 
which Mr. Campbell P. White was chairman, in the report, March 17, 
18S, say “ that the silverdollar, the money unit, has ceased to circu- 
late.” And, again, in the report on silver coin, at the same session it 
is asserted “that the money unit of the United States or its concur- 
rent tender, ‘ Spanish milled dollars,’ is rarely, if ever, seen in circu- 
lation.” 

The act of June 28, 1834, reducing the standard of gold coinage 
over 6 per cent., dropped the silver dollar out of the currency of the 
country, and notwithstanding the act of January 18, 1837, uo one 
will assert with knowledge that from 1534 down to 1573 fifty silver 
dollars were received at any of the custom-houses of the country. 
Where, then, were these silver dollars with which the public cred- 
itor expected to be paid? Up to 1861 the whole coinage of silver 
dollars amounted only to $4,218,570. 

Mr. Pollock, the then Director of the Mint, in his report for 1861, 
says: “Silver dollars are no longer to be had or are very rare.” Up 
to 1873 they had reached in coinage only the sum of $8,045,838, while 
the gold coinage during the same period amounted to $316,905,788. 

it is asserted that there never had been used in the cirenlation of 
the country more than $1,500,000 of silver dollars. It matters not 
how many silver dollars had been coined and issued from the Mint, 
they did not circulate as currency, but went abroad for use in China 
and East India or found their way into the melting-pot. 

In 1553 the policy of the Government underwent a change. The 
act of February 21, 1853, while it utterly ignored the silver dollar, 
was passed with the very object of making but one metal the legal 
standard of value. The debates show it, and nothing is clearer than 
that the purpose was to “have the standard currency to consist of 
gold only and the silver coins to be entirely subservient to the gold.” 

Thus the currency stood in 1861. Not a single dollar of 412} grains 
of silver in circulation as currency anywhere, and how can any prac- 
tical man say that it was contemplated by the people, by lender or 
borrower, by creditor or debtor, that the debts, so created for the 
purposes of the war, were to be payable and paid in coins actually 
obsolete in character, foreign to the business world, coined only in 
such limited amounts as to be practically unknown to the people and 
either exported or melted for use in the production of works of art? 

No such delusion ever entered the minds of this people, and no such 
doctrine, in my judgment, will command their thoughtful approval 
now. lLconcur inthe conclusion of Dr. Linderman, supported as it is 
by all concurrent testimony, that— 


The general understanding at home and abroad has been that the money of coin 
payments in this country since 1834 was gold, and that when the word “coin” was 
uscd in connection with the financial transactions of the Government it meant gold 
ooiln, 


Believing this, I should be faithless to the dictates of fair dealing 
and honesty if I could add one jot or tittle to the passage of a measure 
which would impair the obligation of the Government to the public 
creditor. Differing from my colleague in this Chamber upon this 
subject and consequently speaking with great diffidence and with the 
highest respect for his opinions, yet I declare that I have no doubt I 
utter the sentiments of a large majority of the people of my State. 
They have been educated by the hardest taskmaster, a great and un- 
protitable public debt; but it has been in the highest school of finan- 
cial rectitude. To doubt their fidelity now to the sternest demands 
of an honest payment of the national debt would be to slander the 
living and bring reproach upon the memory of the dead. When, in 
1840, the citizens of Maryland fully ascertained their large indebted- 
ness, created for purposes of internal improvement which had realized 
none of the hopes and expectations of their projectors, they turned 
to its payment with indomitable courage, and by the imposition of a 
system of grinding taxation they earned for her a name for financial 
honor unsurpassed in brightness by that of any of her sister States. 

Financial missionaries may go among them teaching “damnable 
heresies” to which they are unaccustomed; brilliant orators for a 
moment may cloud with glittering rhetoric their clear-sighted vis- 
ion, but that native honesty which guides their public and private 
acta, like the sun obscured for awhile by the mists of the marshes, 
will surely appear more lustrous than ever. 

So much for the moral aspect in which I view this bill. 

I am not opposed to the coinage of silver dollars bearing a true re- 
lation in value to the gold dollar, provided the coinage is limited in 
quantity and the coin made a legal teptlen to an amount equal to the 
largest gold-piece coined at the Mint. This, Lord Liverpool, once 
Master of the Mint, declared to be the highest state of perfection to 


which, in his opinion, any system of coinage could be brought. But, ' 


| 


posed Vill. Itis only a new attempt to keep an inferior oj 
culation side by side with a superior one, 

I cannot but recall John Locke’s essay upon Mr. Lowndes’s pron 
sition for the amendment of the silver coins in England in gy; = 
Macaulay’s comments upon the condition of those times, when Brit 
ish financiers sought to drive out the clipped coin by good coin a, ; 
only succeeded in draining the country of the good and ke« ping th ; 
bad to vex and sorely distress the English people. On page 493 of 
the 4th volume of his history of England, Macaulay says: TT 

The evils produced by this state of the currency were not such as have genera 
been thought worthy to occupy a prominent place in history. Yet it may wel), 
doubted whether all the misery which had been inflicted on the English patio, 
a quarter of a century by bad kings and ministers, bad parliaments and bad jy), 
was equal to the misery caused in a single year by bad crowns and bad s| illings 

Mr. Lowndes, secretary of the treasury and member of Parliamen: 
for the borough of Seaford, was the leader of that party of finances 
in England of which the author of this bill is the leader here to-day 
and of his views and teachings let me give you an ideain Macaulay’, 
own words. : 

I read from page 503. Speaking of Lowndes, he says: 


He was not in the least aware that a piece of metal with the king’s head oy 
was a commodity of which the price was governed by the same laws which 
erned the price of a piece of metal fashioned into a spoon or a buckle, and that + 
was no more in the power of Parliament to wake the kingdom richer by cal] 
crown a pound than to make the kingdom larger by calling a furlong a mile, jy, 
seriously believed, incredible as it may seem, that, if the ounce of silver were d 
vided into seven shillings instead of tive, foreign nations would sell us their wipes 
and their silks for a smaller number of ounces. He had a considerable following— 

Lowndes evidently was the prototype of the one who jas the fol- 
lowing here to-day, though I do not apply the language to his fol- 
lowers which Macaulay used : 

He had a considerable following, composed partly of dull men who really be 
lieved what he told them and partly of shrewd men who were perfectly willing 
to be authorized by law to pay a hundred pounds with eighty. Had his arguments 
prevailed, the evils of a vast confiscation would have been added to all the other 
evils which afflicted the nation; po credit, still in its tender and sickly 
fancy, would have been destroyed ; and there would have been much risk of a 
general mutiny of the fleet and army. Happily Lowndes was completely refuted 
by Locke in a paper drawn up for the use of Somers." * * *  Flamsteed 
the astronomer royal, described the controversy well by saying that the point in 
dispute was whether five was six or only five. 

Mr. HEREFORD. If it will not interrupt the Senator, as he has 
refered to Locke on this subject, will hé allow me to read him 
about ten lines ? 

Mr. WHYTE. On the contrary I have read his work, and if my 
friend will take it home and reilect on it to-night he will be con- 
verted, 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will the Senator allow me to read this in this 
connection? 

Mr. WHYTE. Certainly. I have but a word more to say. 

Mr. HEREFORD. “One metal,” says Mr. Locke in his fifth vol- 
ume: 


“10 ¢ir. 
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t 





One metal, therefore, alone can be the money of account and contract, and the 
measure of commerce in any country. The fittest for this use, of all other, is sil 
ver, for many reasons, which need not here be mentioned. Ic is enough that the 
world has agreed in it, and made it their common money; and, 4s the Indians 
rightly call it, measure. All other metals, gold as well as lead, are but commodi 
ties. 

Mr. WHYTE. Precisely, and that is the reason why ‘ve came away 
from silver, because gold was the measure recognized by other nations. 

Mr. HEREFORD. My friend is quoting Locke as authority, and 
I commend him to what I have read. 

Mr. WHYTE. Sir, I am quoting Locke as authority. Would to 
God there was a Locke here to-day to stop the tide of this financial 
madness! 

Sir, I have done. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I desire at this time to submit an 
amendment to the pending bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be received and 
printed. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I hope the amendment will be read. 

Mr. WHYTE. The Senator from Michigan [Mr. Crristiancy ] was 
entitled to the floor. I yield it now to him as he yielded it to me. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Amend section 1 by striking out of lines 4 and 5 the words “ twelve and 4 half 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word “ twenty,” so as to read 420 grains. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President—— ; 

Mr. ALLISON. [ask the Senator from Michigan to yield to me 
fora moment. I now move that the amendments just offered to the 
pending bill—I believe there are two of them, one offered by the 
Senator from Rhode Island and one by the Senator from Wisconsiu— 
be printed with the original bill. =? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. To this the Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. ALLISON. And also the amendment proposed by myself some 
days ago. 

Mr. I AMLIN. Let the amendments be put in italics. _ 

Mr. SARGENT. Let all the amendments be printed with the bill. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ifthe Senator from Michigan will allow me, be 
having the floor, I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to. 








EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 
The VI ‘E-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message from the | 
P cident of the United States, communicating, in answer to a resolu- | 
of the Senate of December 10, 1877, information in relation to | 


tion of af » | 
oe Hi lands ceded to the United States by the confederate bands of | 
l : Ite Nation of Indians; which was referred to the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
Oy motion of Mr. PADDOCK, it was 
Orde That C. H. Frederick have leave to withdraw from the files his petition 


anid papers 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
After twenty-six minutes spent in executive session the doors were 
reopened, and (at five o’clock and eight minutes p. m.) the Senate 


adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 29, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W.P. HARRISON. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. SINGLETON. I rise toa question of personal privilege. On 
yesterday when the vote was taken on the resolution from the Sen- 
ate denominated the Matthews resolution I was absent from the 
Hall on the business of the Committee on Appropriations and my 
vote was not recorded. Had I been in the Hall, I wish to state, I 
would have voted in favor of the adoption of that resolution as 1 
had previously voted for the Bland silver bill. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


COMMERCE WITH BRAZIL, 


Mr. KILLINGER. I ask unanimous consent to withdraw the ob- 
jection I made yesterday to the printing of the memorial presented 
‘by the gentleman from New York in the ReEcorp. 

‘The SPEAKER. Is there any further objection to the printing of 
the memorial in the REcorD? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WILLIS, of New York. I now present the following memo- 
rial and ask that it be printed in the RecorD and referred to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

There was no objection and it was ordered accordingly. 

The memorial is as follows: 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives : 


The undersigned respectfully represent that in January, 1877, their attention 
having been called to the depressed condition of business throughout the country, 
and the great dissatisfaction among the laboring communities, brought about be- 
cause of the vast amount of idle capital, they made a careful examination of the 
subject and were convinced that the only remedy for this state of affairs would be 
the opening of new markets for those manufactured articles which, through the 
wedium of labor saving machinery, introduced by reason of the high price of labor, 
have during the last fifteen years been manufactured in the United States, largely 
iu excess of the home consumption, and are now flooding our markets while the de- 
nand for them is limited. 

Theimportance of direct steamship communication between the United States and 
Brazil, which would open the road to more extended warkets, presented itself to 
your memorialists, and they dispatched an agent to Brazil to study the wants of 
its people and ascertain whether or not it would be possible to divert to the United 
States a portion of the enormous trade of that country, and in this way revive our 
shipping and mannfacturing interests, and give employment to thousands of poor 
laborers by opening a market for our products, with which would come the reopen- 
uae = now idle factories, and a general revival of business throughout the 

nited States. 

It seemed, also, that this project if successful would open to our people new 
sources of trade with the teeming Argentine Confederation and other contiguous 
countries, and that by these new methods of communication and with an improved 
condition of our financial affairs we should be enabled to compete successfully 
with European manufacturers for a portion at least of the trade of these great and 
growing countries. 

The report of the representative of your memorialists was of so favorable char- 

acter that he was instructed to negotiate with the imperial government of Brazil 
for the immediate establishment of a line of first-class mail and cargo steamships 
between the United States and that country, it being believed that the Congress of 
the United States would join with the imperial government in the payment of a 
fair compensation for the transportation of the United States mails in first-class 
steamers. 
__ The result of negotiations was favorable, and by virtue of imperial decree No. 
612), dated November 14, 1877, a contract for a monthly line of mail steamships to 
ply between New York and Rio Janerio for the period of ten years has been entered 
inte between the imperial government and your memorialists, and itis the earnest 
desire and expectation of your memorialists to place the line in operation with the 
commencement of the coming May. 

Your honorable bedy can well understand that in order tu compete successfully 
for this trade the class of ships must be superior to anything afloat, and to that 
end ships are now being constructed which combine speed, great cargo capacity, 
and unsurpassed enger accommodation, and as the interests of our merchants 
on land demand t © carriage of their correspondence in fast mails, so also does 
this same requirement exist on water; hence the necessity for powerful ships with 
great speed and capacity, in order to make the time between Rio and New York 
4s short as between Rioand Liverpool. 

There are at the present time nine regularly established steamship lines which 
make semi-monthly trips between Europe and South America, and all are receiving 
compensation under long contracts for carrying the mails, the steamships employed 
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being large and powerful, first class in every respect, and with an average tonnage 
above three thousand 
Brazil has a territory of nearly four million square miles, and a population of 


| only about twelve million souls, but though sparsely peopled it has five important 


commercial cities of above thirty-five thousand inhabitants, as follows : 


Rio de Janerio ........... te bativn bine age dle eaedetbunitdin cee eee 400, C00 

AS 6c céuined secawe qauteeeauee sannbeeeene nateedeetabidiecebshin 150, 000 
IGS 5, daiticneiet <sied ded denk é Gunna dons wabtien bane ce eataeah <i 135, 000 
Diidaidbnadaddcestias eth ne tntebmnddiessentenbedact ade 40, 000 
I  ndaen itedetaneridiss ovuiae eden bi ebends ans tedvcansemeninantias 36, 000 


And the following figures will indicate their importance, being a statement show- 
ing the amount of general imports and exports of Brazil from 1870-'71 to 1875-'76: 
ET nt i ukintbeed tenmbineutekenine suka $471, 570, 859 50 
577, 041, 492 00 


Brazil amounted to 


eUSe ted vieweca deetedeuese . -. 274,148,500 00 
And the exports from the United States to Brazil amounted to only 


48, 853, 555 00 


A comparison of the foregoing statement will show the mere nothingness of the 
United States exports to Brazil, while the imports from that country indicate that 
we are the purchasers of more than one-half her entire exports. Instead of pay- 
ing for the same in products of our own, we are compelled to aend our gold coin to 
Europe in payment for Brazilian produce, and with that gold the supplies for 
Brazil are there purchased, every article of which could and should go from our 
own country and be of our own production, 

We beg that your bonorable body will give attention to the fact that there is no 
steam communication between the United States and Brazil and that a citizen of 
this country desiring to visit that empire must embark from New York and pro- 
ceed via Liverpool, Lisbon, and the west coast of Africa, reaching his destination 
after thirty-six days of travel, during most of which time he is under a tropical 
sun. A letter posted for Brazil must take the some course. the postage upon every 
one-half ounce being twenty cents, the larger part of which goes to the English 
ships which carry the letter to its destination. 

Asaresult of this condition of trade and communication, direct financial ex- 
changes between the United States and Brazil are unknown. No direct bills are 
drawn, but all the exchanges are settled through London, and there is not an Amer- 
ican banking-house in Brazil, nor a single New York banking-house doing Brazil 
ian business. 

Until recently acontract existed between the imperial goyernment of Brazil and an 
English company for the conveyance of the Brazilian mails at a compensation of 
$100,060 per annum to New York, (the steamers going thence to Europe,) but upon the 
presentation of the proposition of your memorialists the imperial government, in 
order to secure direct steam communication both ways, gave up the contract with 
the English company, and the contract was closed with your memorialists. 

Of course it is apparent that time will be required to divert this trade from Eu- 
ropean channels to this country, where it properly belongs. But it is possible 
to do it, and with a fair compensation from our Government for the mail service 
your memorialists will be enabled to establish the line or lines promptly—the shipg 
being now under way—with American-built and American-manned steamships, 
superior to any in the world; and New York, the greatest commercial center of 
North America, the great outlet for American manufactures, will be brought 
within nineteen days of Rio, while New Orleans, which drains the great valley of 
the Mississippi, will be equally near, these two ports combining to represent the 
great manufacturing interests of the Eastern and Middle States, and also the agri- 
cultural interests of the West and South. 

The undersigned therefore respectfully pray that provision may at once be mare 
by Congress for the transportation of the United States mails by their projected 
steamship line, at such compensation as sball insure its speedy establishment and 
permanent success. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN ROACH & SON. 

MorGAN Ikon Wonks, New York, Janvary 26, 1878. 


TEMPORARY CLERKS TRNASURY DEPARTMENT, ETC. 


Mr. DURHAM, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 2876) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
employ temporary clerks, and making an appropriation for the same; 
also making appropriations for detecting trespass on public lands, 
and for bringing into the market public lands in certain States, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. DURHAM. I give notice that after the consideration of the 
Military Academy bill I will call it up for action. 


CORRECTION, 


Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. I am recorded as not having voted 
on the resolution introduced by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
BAKER] against subsidies, when the fact is I did vote in the affirma- 
tive, and ask to have my vote so recorded. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. PAGE, I wish to state that if I had been present when the 
vote was taken on the resolution of the gentleman from Indiana 
against subsidies, I would have voted in the affirmative. 


METRIC SYSTEM. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 2877) to enable importers to use the metric weights 
and measures; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I have here two letters from Mr. 
James M. McKinlay on metric weights, which I move be printed, and 
referred to the same committee. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 


MODIFICATION OF CHINESE TREATY. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I ask unanimons consent, Mr. Speaker, to pre- 
sent a petition, signed by 10,149 laboring men of my district, in 
favor of a modification of the Chinese treaty, and ask it be read from 
the Clerk’s desk. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 
To the honorable the Senators and Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, citizens of the United States and of the State of California, 
respectfully represent 


Phat the presence of the Chinese in this State is a canse of great evil and of im- | read, after which I will give my answer to it. 


pending danger, which demands your earnest consideration. 

The well-known habits and mode of life of the Chinese need only be mentioned 
to be admitted 

They bave no wish nordo they intend to become, with us, a homogeneous people. 

They look forward solely to the acquisition of a competence and a return to 
China 

They live upon a few cents’ worth of rice per day, usually imported by their own 
merchants 


lL hey swarm together in large numbers in small rooms, thus saving rent, and at | 


the same time engendering loathsome diseases. 

They have no families to support; but, on the contrary, the lewd women owned 
and kept by them are a source of profit. 

They are natural thieves, and property is unsafe everywhere from their wily 
and ingenious machinations. 

‘They are persistent liars, whom no court of justice nor any resource known to 
our jurisprudence can control 

Their natures and training enable them to live cheaper than it is possible for 
white men with families to do. 

they usarp and monopolize every deparment of labor in onr country, whether 
suited to m ‘A or female, and they can and do fill every department of labor at lower 
rites of wages than white men or women can live upon, and are therefore employed 
by capitalists and manufacturers, 

As a consequence of this condition of things, thoneands of laboring-men and 
women in the bast who would gladly seek homes in California are deterred from 
coming to us; and the honest laborers of this State have been driven away, from 
their inability to support their families upon Chinese wages. 


There is another evil arising from the residence of the Chinese among us, not so | 


patent to casual observers, but of such magnitude as to cause a feeling of despond- 
ency for the future of our country. 

In every town of any magnitude there are dens of Chinese prostitution open to 
the youths of our land—to very young boys, who are enticed thither by Chinese 


women, and who, for a few cents, can —_ a loathsome disease, ruin their con- | 


stiiutions, and render themselves unfit to 


«come the progenitors of a healthy and 
moral race, 


‘Trouble with the Chinese has already begun, and it is not incorrect to say that, | 


however wrong the course adopted may be, the people, urged to desperation by a 
want of sympathy in and a disregard for their interests by the Government, be- 
lieve that something must be done to protect and save their families from present 
and future destitution ; and this belief, this desire to do something, is increasing 





ata rapid rate, and must inevitably bring about further collisions between the two | 


races, 

ro redress these grievances, to avert the danger which is surely impending, and 
to provide a happy and prosperous future for your suffering brethren is not only a 
wark of wisdom and good policy, but is an imperative duty required at the hands 
of those intrusted with the legislation and the administration of public affairs. 


We therefore petition that the Burlingame treaty be abrogated, or so modified | 


as to prevent the intlux of Chinese to these shores, and for such other and neces- 


sary legislation as in your wisdom may be deemed requisite to relieve us of the | 


blighting and deadly incubus now pressing upon us. 
And we will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c., &c. 


Mr. LUTTRELL. I move that the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DUNNELL. Does the reading of the petition at the Clerk’s 
desk carry all the names into the REcorpD. 
The SPEAKER. It does not. 
Mr. LUTTRELL’s motion was agreed to. 
RESUMPTION. 


Mr. BUTLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for leave to 
present two very short memorials from my district, and to make a 
remark or two in the nature of personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. On what subject? 

Mr. BUTLER. Both touching the silver bill. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BUTLER. I send up a petition which I ask may be read. 

The SPEAKER. How much time does the gentleman desire ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Five minutes will be all I want. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned citizens of Lowell, Massachusetts, engaged in manufacturing 
industries, respectfally represent to your honorable bodies that if you wish us to 
compete in the markets of the world for the sale of goods produced by our labor 
and skill and would help us to extend the commerce of the nation, we ask you to 
stand by the resumption act and maintain gold as the only legal tender to insure 
low cost of living with the low cost of production, and to enable us to compete for, 
and in the near future to command, the marketsof the world. It would be cruel in- 
justice tecompel us to accept poorer money for our work than is paid to our com- 
petitors in other countries. 


| of religion and natioual honesty deeply concerns every member ani interest, 


| within its bounds as well as elsewhere to a careful consideration of thy 


| these resolves to the Senators and Representatives of Massachusetts in Congr 


et 
the other laboring-men of the country cannot by any Possibility } 
made any worse off than now, and any change in the ‘tinancial mes ” 
ures of the country must be for the better. Let the event jus ca 
my action. 
I have also to present another memorial which I ask the Clerk i 


Luly 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Hype Park, Massactvserts. 
Resolutions passed at the meeting of the Norfolk Conference of Unitarian and 
other Christian churches, at Walpole, Massachusetts, December 23, 177 sei 
Wheregs, in the view of the Norfolk County Conference honesty is a vital pox 
nation; and Mt the 
Whereas the measure known as the B'and silver bill, in the opinion of th; 
ference, endangers the good faith and credit of the nation: 
Resolved, That this conference hereby expresses its alarm and regret at thy 
troduction and passage through one of the Houses of Congress of the said bij], 
Itesolved. That this conference earnestly invites the attention ofall the c!) 


Tehes 
f ir duty ip 
regard to this measure. . 


Resolved, That this conference expresses its hope that the national Senators a; 


| Representatives in Congress will see to it that the good faith and credit of the ya. 
| tion receive ro detriment. , 


Resolved, That the secretary of this conference be instructed to send a; op 


‘OSs. 


FRANCIS C. WILLIAMS,” 
Secretary of Conference 

The Norfolk conference consists of twenty-three churches in and near the city of 
Boston, including churches in Dorchester, Roxbury, Milton, Brookline, Quiicy, 
Dedham, and Jamaica Plain. , 

Hon. BexnJamin F. Burier, 

Washington, District of Columbia. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. Speaker, will you have the kindness to send 
me the Bible from your desk? [Laugbter.] 

The Bible on the Speaker’s table was seut to Mr. BUTLER. 

Mr. BULLER, (having marked a passage.) Will the Clerk do me 
the favor to read the passage which I have marked? 

Mr. WILSON. State the book and chapter 

Mr. BUTLER. The second chapter of St. John’s gospel. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

13. And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 

14. And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting : 

15. And whew he bad made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all oat of the 


temple, and the sheep, and the oxen ; and poured out the changers’ money, and 
overthrew the tables ; 


16. And said unto them that sold doves, take these things hence; make not my 
Father's house a house of merchandise z 


17. And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house 
hath eaten me up. 


Mr. BUTLER. After the rebuke of the Master I have no further 
word tosay. [Great laughter and applause. } 
The memorial and resolutions were referred to the Committee on 


Banking and Currency. 


Mr. BUTLER. That is signed by Hon. Mr. Cumnock and five | 


hundred and fifty-three others; all gentlemen of intelligence; all 
gentlemen whose voices should be heard; all manufacturers and 


workingmen, not speculators, who are speaking from their deepest 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I rise to a personal explanation. I ask the 
Clerk to read the passage which 1 have marked in this morning's 
Republican. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

NO MONEY FOR PENSIONS. 


During the debate in the House on Saturday on the question of extending the 
time for collecting the tax on whisky in bond to June 30, 1872, by which a large 
deticit would occur in the revenues of the Government, which would have to be 
imposed upon something else, Mr. Paice, of lowa, made the following statement, 
which was in no degree controverted, and hence may be accepted as true : 

* | asked the chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions to-day the prospect 
of reporting the pension bills to this House. He gave to me as one only ot the 
reasons why they could not be reported: that it would take $5,000,000 to pay the 
wounded soldiers of this country who risked their lives in detense of the flag and 
of the nation. And here it is proposed at one fell swoop to put $5,400,000 into the 
pockets of whisky manufacturers; those poor, unfortunate, downtrodden, and ue 
pressed manufacturers, although we have no money to pay the soldiers and the 
widows of those who sacrificed their lives in defense of the country. Five miliiens 
of dollars is eutirely too much to pay for that purpose, but $5,400,000 is a small pit 
tance to give to the depressed whisky interests of the country.” 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I now ask the Clerk to read the part of the 
editorial following which I have marked. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

But our purpose in referring to this subject was to call attention to the very Tr 
markable statement made on the authority of the chairman of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, that no pension bill can be reported at this session for the reasou 
that it will take $5,000,000 to pay the v ounded and maimed soldiers of this cuntry 


| and the widows of those who sacrificed their lives to save the nation. This way 


convictions. They believe that the passage of the silver bill will | 


be destructive of their interests and they have made known ina 
proper way that belief. Representing these my friends and neigh- 
bors and presenting their views in this public manner for careful 
consideration of the House, I unfortunately differ with them in 
opinion, and differing from them in opinion I must follow my own 
convictions however much I regret that they differ from those of 
my neighbors. I desire to have the test of this cerrectness by the 
event. If I am wrong I shall regret my vote in this matter more 
than any act of my life; but, being as instructed by my most con- 
siderate judgment compelled I feel like Luther, who said: “God 
helping me, I cannot do otherwise.” Differing with my constituents 
I would not dare follow my own convictions, were it not that I 
know many of them are laboring workingmen and in common with 


be regarded as a premonitory symptom of the approaching apti-pension Ciscase 
that is to come upon us under the gradual approach of the late insurgents to powrr 
This is the first time since the close of the war that any disposition to ignore the 
pensioners of the country has manifested itself, and this is not the beginning 0! 
the end, unless Congress shall promptly check the growing hostility to this just 
claim upon the Government. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I wish to say that the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Iowa on Friday last to my mind do not bear at all tle 
construction put upon them by the editor of the Republican. 0" 
that morning, among ether things, the gentleman asked me how 1 
was with the bill for arrears of pensions that was before the com- 
mittee of which Lam the chairman. | told the gentleman that that 
bill was being considered; that that bill had passed the last Con- 
gress—the Forty-fourth Congress ; that it was eminently just and 
proper and right, and that it had my full sympathy, and that it wae 
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fore the committee, and there bad been one or two meetings 


pow be . ; ; 
to consider it, and that it was being as fast as possible prepared to | 


report back to the House. I did remark that it would take a con- 
siderable amount of money, and that was one of the objections that 


might be urged to it; but in no sense did I say that the committee, 
or any member of this House, so far as I knew, objected to the bill 
on that account, or that this Congress was not in favor of giving to 
the maimed and wounded soldier his fullest rights under the law. 
And 1 here say, Mr. Speaker, that so far as I can know, and from the 
knowledge that I have of the benefits that are being given to this 
class of people, the maimed and wounded soldiers, there has been a 
greater disposition during the democratic Forty-fourth Congress, 
and thus far in this Congress, than I have seen manifested in pre- 
vious Congresses since the war, to give them what istheir due. I 
ask that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Price] be allowed a 
moment. 

Mr. PRICE. I think, Mr. Speaker, it is very safe to say that any 
person looking at the construction of the language I used on that 
occasion Will agree with me and the gentleman who has just spoken 
that the language I used on that occasion cannot bear legitimately 
apy such construction as has been placed upon it. 

| certainly intended nothing of the kind, for every sentence and 
word said to me in reply to my interrogatories to the chairman of 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions was entirely in accord with my own 
opinions and sympathies on theqnestion. I referred to it merely and 
entirely to convey this idea, that while we wanted $5,000,000 to pay 
the wounded soldiers of the country, and while it was a difficult mat- 
ter to get $5,000,000 out of the Treasury for that or any other pur- 
pose of the kind, the whisky men are endeavoring to keep $5,400,000 
out of the Treasury. That was the idea I intended to convey, and I 
certainly intended no reflection on the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions,nor on the chairman of that committee, whose kind expressions 
on the subject in the conversation which I had with him were entirely 
in accord with my own opinions. 


ACCOUNTANTS, ETC., TO COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC EXPENDITURES. 

Mr. HATCHER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be authorized to employ 
two expert accountants and a phonographer to aid in the investigations to be 


made by that committee, at a compensation to be fixed by the Committee of Ac- 
counts, 


BARKER, WILLIAMS & BANGS. 

Mr. HISCOCK, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
27+) for the relief of Barker, Williams & Bangs, and of Barker & 
Williams; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


ASSISTANT CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS. 


Mr. HISCOCK, by unanimous consent, from the Committee of 
Elections, reported the folowing resolution; which was read, and 
referred tothe Committee of Accounts: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
employ temporarily an assistant clerk at the per diem compensation of the clerk 


of the Committee of Elections, to be paid during such temporary service out of 
the contingent fund of the House. 


GEORGE A. IITALL. 

On motion of Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
on the Judiciary was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of George A. Hall for payment of services to the Guv- 
ernment as auctioneer in New Orleans; and the same was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

THE DIGEST. 


Mr. SAYLER, from the Committee on the Rules, by unanimous 
consent, reported back the following resolution with a recommenda- 
tion that it be adopted : 


Resolved, That there shall be printed for the use of the Mouse 2,00 copies of the 
Digest for the second session of the present Congress. 

Mr. SAYLER. I will state for the benefit of the House that the 
Committee on the Rules have under consideration certain modifica- 
tions and changes of the rules, and that they will be included in this 
volume that we propose to print. The present purpose is to have 
the first portion of the volume in shape for printing. 

Mr. REAGAN. Has the attention of the committee been called to 
the necessity of correcting the index to the present rules, as they are 
at present very indefinite ? 

; Mr. SAYLER. I will state to the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
REAGAN] that we are doing our best, or the best we can, to put the 
rules in.good shape. 


. _ " JITTER. Is this a unanimous report from the Committee on 
Lules 


The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands. 


The question was put; and upon a division there were—ayes 151, 
noes vo, 


So the resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. SAYLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 


tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to, 
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IMPROVEMENT AT LONG ISLAND. 

| Mr. BLISS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following resolu- 

tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to commnni 
cate to this House as soon as practicable what improvements, if any, are demanded 

by the interests of commerce along the south coast of Long Island, New York, be 

tween Rockaway Inlet and Coney Island Point, based on examinations and surveys 

already made by the Coast Survey or other Departments of the Government. 


! 
| 
| 


Mr. BLISS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


IEIRS OF JOUN BOYLE, 

Mr. ROBERTS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (HH. R. No. 
2879) for the relief of the heirs at law of John Boyle, deceased; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. TUCKER. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business is the unfinished 
business of Friday last. 

Mr. TUCKER. Iam willing that by unanimous consent the busi- 
ness which I call up shall be postponed until after the morning hour. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


SWAMP LANDS. 


Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Whereas the United States, by act of Congress of September 28, 1850, granted to 
the several States all the swamp and overflowed lands situated therein and unsold 
at the passage of said act, and in pursuance of said act issued patents to the State 
of Indiana (dated 24th of March, 1#53, in volume 1, * Indiana,” page *3, patent 
No. 4, Winnamae district) for all of fractional section 36, township 3x north, range 
10 wes’, second principal meridian ; also all of fractional sections 1, 12, 13, and 24, 
in township 37 north, range 10 west ; also the whole of fractional sections 18 and 19 
and the south half of section 7, township 37 north, range 9 west, in said State; and 

Whereas a portion of the area of some of said sections was and is now covered 
by tho waters of two lakes meandered at the time of the original survey by the 
United States and delineated on the plat of the official survey by which the lands 
were patented to the State of Indiana; and 

Whereas one of said lakes extends into the State of Ilinois, and was declared 
to be a ‘navigable lake” by the surveyor-general of the United States on the 
aforesaid plat; and 

Whereas the shores of navigable waters and the soils under them were not 
granted by the Constitution to the United States, but were reserved to the States 
respectively ; and 

Whereas the new States have the same rights, soveriegnty, and jurisdiction over 
this subject as the original States; aud 

Whereas the Commi:sioner of the General Land Office did, on the 12th of Jan- 
nary, 1876, approve of a resurvey of the beds of said lakes situated in the a‘ore- 
said fractional sections and other lands in said State, and has caused plats of said 
resurvey to be placed on the files of Lis office; and 

Whereas since said time has suffered and allowed certain scrip, called 
scrip,” to be located on some of said lands: Therefore, 

Beit resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested, if not incompatible 
with the public service, to furnish for the information of this louse the facts rela- 
tive to said survey of said lake beds, and whether patents havo been issued for 
any of said land, and what amount of “Sioux scrip” has been located on any of 
said land, and whether with tie consent of said Department, under what law said 
surveys were made, and by what authority said “ Sioux scrip" was located upon 
said lands, and under what law such location was sanctioned te said Department. 


Mr. CALKINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 


tion was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


‘Sioux 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 
Mr. BACON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2880) to amend section 4920 of title 60, chapter 1, of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 


VERLINDA DAVIS. 
Mr. BACON. I also ask consent to offer the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the papers in the case of Verlinda Davis be taken from the files 
aud referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The SPEAKER. Tkat resolution is not necessary; the reference 
can be made under the rules. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMpson, one of its clerks, in- 


formed the House that the Senate had passed without amendment a 


are resolution of the House of the following title: 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) accepting a painting tendered to 
Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask the gentleman to yield to me to offer a res- 
olution for reference to the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. It would not be right to yield to one with- 
out yielding to others, and I must insist upon the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the morning 
| hour will now begin at ten minutes past one o’clock, and reports of 
a public nature are in order from committees. 
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ADMISSIONS TO THE FLOOR. 

Mr. LEONARD. I rise to a question of order. 

Phe SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. LEONARD. I understand that on Mondays and during the 
last six days of the session the rules of this House may be suspended 
by a two-thirds vote; but on other days they can be suspended only 
by unanimous consent. Am I right? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the rules and go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole can be determined by a majority vote. 

Mr. LEONARD. Iam speaking of a question of order. I under- 
stand it to be a rule of this House that on to-day, except on a motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole, the rules can be suspended only 
by unanimous consent. 

I desire to say, then, that Iobject to the further suspension of Rule 
134; that is therule in regard to admissions to the floor of this House. 
I make this objection with a great deal of reluctance, but I have been 
compelled to do so in self-defense. 

I have endeavored privately to obtain at least a partial enforce- 
ment of the rule. I had hoped that the discussion which took place 
yesterday would have some good effect. It has had no effect what- 
ever. Lhave practically no seat on the floor of this House. Nom- 
inally I have a seat in the outer row; in reality I have a seat no- 
where. Inever approach the seat assigned to me that I do not find 
it occupied by some person who is not entitled to the floor under the 
rules of the House. If I happen to be so fortunate or unfortunate 
as to get into the seat myself, some visitor either occupies the adjoin- 
ing seat or leans upon the railing near me and whiles away an hour 
or two by chatting to me. 

You have stated, Mr. Speaker, on several occasions that no one not 
entitled to the tloor of the House has been admitted here unless in- 
vited by a member. 
find by reference to a note in the Digest to Rule 134, that on the 26th 
of January, 1833, the rule of the House was amended so as to admit 
to the tloor of the House “such persons as the Speaker or a member 
may introduce.” On the 10th of December of that very year the 
llouse, by an almost unanimous vote, rescinded that amendment. 


There is no such rule in existence at this time. There is no rule that | 
authorizes the Speaker or any member of the House to introduce | 
upon the floor any person not authorized by the rules of the House | 


to enter, 


Mr. Speaker, if you have been told that no persons have been ad- 
mitted upon this flo r who are not entitled to come in under the rules, 
except such as have been introduced by members, then you have been 


pared to substantiate my statement if necessary, persons march in 
upon the floor of this House every day who are not entitled to come 
in under the rules and who have no cards of admission; and yet 
they enter with the same facility that members do. Day after day 
J see them here. 

It was but a few days ago that I was approached by a man who 
had stencil-tools for sale, and I was obliged to purchase one in order 


Is there any authority for such invitation? I | 


| 


| 





to get rid of him. And a day or two before that an agent of some | 


illustrated newspaper came to me on the floor and wanted to put my 
picture in his paper for $25. [Laughter.] He stated that nearly 
every honorable gentleman on this floor had gone into that arrange- 


ment and that I was about the first greenhorn he had met who cid | 


not understand how such things weredone. [Laughter.] 1 mention 
these facts as showing how diflicult it is for those who are on the 
outer row to understand the business of the House during this con- 
tinual canvassing, peddling, huckstering, and lobbying on the tloor 
from morning to night. 

It is not the fact that no persons except the friends of members 
obtain admission on the tloor of the House. I see daily on the floor of 
the House the most notorious lobbyists, who are here plying their 
trade. I object to their further admission and insist upon the en- 
forcement of the rule. 

If it is to be modified, well and good; all I ask is the rule be gen- 
eral and that it be enforced. If there be any odium consequent upon 
asking for the enforcement of the rule then I am willing to shoulder 
it. Itis not pleasant to have to take such a thing upon my shoul- 
ders, it is not pleasant to ask that gentlemen be excluded from the 
floor who are gentlemen, and I have no doubt, if any member will 
rise and state on his own responsibility that a distinguished stranger 
is in Washington, the rules will be suspended and that distinguished 
stranger will be admitted to the privileges of the floor. What I ob- 
ject to is the absolate and complete suspension of the rule on this 
subject. We pay hundreds of dollars aday for keeping the doors of 


this House, when they might as well not be kept at all, for all the | 


good that is done. 

1 offer the resolution which I send to the desk, and in the mean 
time, Mr. Speaker, I insist that the present rule be not suspended. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that every gentleman 
who has a ticket issued to him has his name taken down, and that, 
together with the name of the member asking it, is a matter of care- 
ful record at the desk. It has occurred that members themselves 
have asked for persons to be admitted upon the floor whom the Chair 
subsequently found should not be here, and he has on many occa- | 
sions, not only ou bis own suggestion, but on the suggestion of the 
Doorkeeper of the House, revoked such passes, supposing the mem- | 
ber had been imposed upon. Now, to-day, notwithstanding what | 


was said yesterday, there have been twenty-five applications to the 
Speaker for passes from members, and here is the record of every ono 
of them. a 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Let it be read. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Speaker, I must say for myself that I cannos 
see what harm there can be in allowing our constituents who are jy 
this city to come near their Representatives. In my own view j; i 
a harmless thing, and a mau’s virtue must be very refined jyder,) 
who cannot stand such contact with his constituents upon this tio Sy 
[ Laughter and applause. } , 

Mr. LEONARD. I demand the enforcement of the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that the remedy for 
this evil, if it be an excessive one, rests exclusively with the 4 
bers themselves. The Chair has not to-day under the circunistaners 
felt that he should be justified in refusing to continue the pract 


mem- 


tice 


which has prevailed here for so many years. The Committee on 
Rules are now trying to furnish some relief in this connection. 

Mr. POTTER. Is it in order to have the resolution of the yentle- 
man from Louisiana read ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. LEONARD. I wish to say a word further. 

Mr. POTTER. Let us have the resolution read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recoguize in time the gentleman 


| from Louisiana, The Clerk will now read the resolution which the 


gentleman has submitted for the action of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be instructed to examine and report 
without delay what change, if any, is advisable in the existing rules in regard to 
admissions to the floor of the House. 

Mr. POTTER. I suppose, Mr. Speaker, that resolution, under tho 
rules, goes first to the Committee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like the House to take the re- 
sponsibility and test its disposition as to this subject. It is proper 
and due to the occupant of the chair that should be done, 

Mr. GLOVER. And I hope it will be done. 

Mr. POTTER. Before we have any action on the question pre- 
sented by this resolution I think we should have a report from the 
Committee on Rules, who it was said yesterday were considering the 
matter. The subject is one surrounded with difliculty. It will be 


| found almost impossible, 1 fear, to keep the doors of the House closed 


as strictly as the.rales provide, under the pressure of members ask- 
ing for admissions. On the other hand there are serious embarrass- 


|} ments arising out of the present condition of things. I served in 
very greatly misinformed. To my certain knowledge, and I am pre- | 


former Congresses, and during a portion of that time there were not 


| two hundred members in the House, and, although I am now seated 


on the extreme outer circle of the floor, I am inclined to think there 
has been less embarrassment in the occupation of our seats by stran- 
gers and less pressure from their standing about at this session thau 
at any preceding session in my experience. I occupy a seat in the 
Hall near the front door, and on the extreme outer edge of the tloor, 
well calculated to expose me to all of the embarrassments to which 
the géntleman from Louisiana has so feelingly alluded. But I trust 
we will not take any action on this subject now, but that the whole 
matter may be referred to the Committee on Rules, where it may be 
carefully considered with reference to the existing condition of things 
and in view of what the rule and practice have been; and when the 
committee reports we can then calmly and judiciously consider what 
should be done. Something, I agree, ought to be done to prevent the 
evils complained of-—— f 

Mr. LEONARD. Mr. Speaker, you say you want some action taken 
in this matter. What action is necessary? Have we not arule on 
the subject? I in ist on its enforcement. I see no difficulty at all. 
The rules cannot be suspended, but by unanimous consent, except on 
Monday, while this rule is being suspended all the time, and | object 
to that suspension. 

Now the rule, as I understand it, must be enforced under my objec- 
tion until it is modified. ; 

I did not quite understand the language of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. O’NELLL,] whether he wished to cast a slur upon 
me beeause I made an objection to the present practice and stated 
that I was not willing to be annoyed by every one who came into 
this Hall. If the gentleman is willing to acknowledge every one who 
comes from a distance and to meet him on this floor as his constitu- 
ent, he is willing to do a great deal more than [ am willing to do. 
This is not a personal matter. I am surprised that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, because, under my responsibility as a member, 
I have objected to the suspension of a rule of this House, should 
make a personal matter of it aud apparently seek to cast a slur upou 
me. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I have no desire to cast a slur on the gentleman 
from Louisiana. I have had the honor for some years to occupy 4 
seat in this Hall and I hope to continue to have that honor while I 
seek for it; and I have never known the day or the hour when it was 
not agreeable to me to see my constituents on the floor of this House. 
I hope that privilege will still continue to be extended to them. J 
kuow it has been the practice of the Speaker to extend those fact!- 
ties within a proper limit and I believe he has never overstepped 
that limit. : ; 

Mr. KENNA. I would suggest that some other convenient moce 
might be adopted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania for making 
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hig canvass if he desires to perpetuate the holding of his seat on this 


{ 
L 


} wv 
; Mr SAYLER. I move to refer this resolution to the Committee on 
Rules. Ido so for this express purpose, and I would like the mem- 
bers of the House to understand the purpose when they vote: the 
Speaker is perfectly right in saying that the responsibility of this 
utter rests with the members. Now, I shall understand if gentle- 
oon vote to refer this to the Committee on Rules that they mean to 
«ay that the Speaker shall continue his present practice unless that 
committee reports something different, which may or may not be. 
(nd I shall understand, if they vote against referring the resolution 
to the Committee on Rules, that this is a declaration of the House 
which will jastify the Speaker in refusing admission to the floor ex- 
cept in terms of the rule. It is with this object that I make the mo- 
tion to refer the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. 
tled. The Chair is only here to execute the voice of the House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The gentlemen who occupy the front seats in 
the Hall cannot realize the discomfort and annoyance to which the 
gentleman from Louisiana has alluded except in so far as they hear 
the noise and confusion in the rear part of the Hall. I think that 
the Speaker has been fair and just in his exercise of the privilege 
that custom has accorded to him, He cannot make any distinction. 
But there must be a limitation. 
by gentlemen who visit the city that all that is necessary for any 
individual to obtain an admission to the floor is to ask a member for 
acard; and in consequence of that our Hall in the rear has been 


me! 


thronged and crowded to the annoyance and discomfort of members | 
I think what has been said here | 


and the interruption of business. 
by the gentleman from Louisiana should not be permitted to occur. 
‘There ought to be some limitation. But as the rule exists now and 
as the practice is I do not see how the Speaker can well limit it. I 
hope, if there is to be any action by the Committee on the Rules, 
they will not give an unlimited privilege. 
all who occupy the galleries here on the tloor. The rule as it stands, 
it appears to me, is a very proper one and should be enforced. 

Mr. WADDELL. 
sent ? 

The SPEAKER. 
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. LEONARD] as raising a question of 
order. 


Mr. REAGAN. I cannot agree with the suggestion of the gentle- 


man from Ohio that we should vote one way or the other in order to | 


give instructions to the Committee on the Rules. I desire to say for 
myself that I believe we daily see enough to demonstrate the neces- 
sity of a return to the practice indicated by the rule itself. I feel 
like the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. O’NEILL.] I should be 
very glad to see my constituents here. 1] should be glad to see them 
upon this floor; but, Mr. Speaker, there is not room enough on this 


floor for all of our constituents, and we cannot indulge our kind feel- | 
ings toward our constituents at the expense of the public >usiness. | 
The rale as it stands seems to me to have been drawn with proper | 


care and to indicate the utmost limit to which we can properly extend 
the privileges of the floor, consistently with the proper discharge of 
our duties. 
comes to Washington goes to his Representative and tells him he 
wants a card to admit him to the floor. He knows it is the practice 
of the House to give such a card. The Representative cannot refuse 


it without giving offense. This new practice has gone on until if the | 
member applies to the Speaker for a card of admission and it is not | 
The practice | 


given the refusal would be construed as an aifiront. 
therefore has overdone itself, and we have an illustration of how it 
operates all around us every day. 


sury to secure a return to the enforcement of the rule will be taken, | 
and that this universal extension of the privileges of the floor to all | 


at the expense of the public business will be abolished. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have listened very attentively to what has 


been said by gentlemen sitting in the interiorof this Hall; but those | 


of us who are sitting upon the outside seats, living in what may be 
called the territories of this Hall, upon the ragged edge of despair, 
have not been able to hear everything that has been said. I assure 


you, sir, and the House, that the crowds that gather in here daily | 


create such confusion that it is almost impossible to hear anything, 
aud for one I protest against having this miscellaneous crowd ad- 
mitted into the Hall. Every day they congregate here in the narrow 
space behind me in what may be called the straits of this Hall, and 


be confusion is so great that I assure gentlemen who sit in the cen- | 


er that we can hear nothing. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state, without alluding at 
all to the gentleman from Missouri, that applications for admission 
to the floor are not contined to gentlemen who occupy seats in the 
center of the Hall, but embrace those who sit on the outer circle. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I suppose, sir, that 1 have asked for as many 
sich admissions myself, perhaps more than any one in the Hall; 
but such pressure is brought to bear upon us that there is no resist- 
ing unless some rigid rule is enforced by the Committee on Rules. I 
would consider it almost an insult to refuse to give a gentleman a 
pss upon this floor so long as it isthe prevailing custom to give such 
passes, The only way in which this nuisance can be broken down 
is by adopting a rigid rule in reference to admissions to the floor. 
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That is what the Chair would like to have set- | 


Of late it has become understood | 


If they do we will have | 


Is this discussion proceeding by unanimous con- | 


The Chair has recognized the resolution of the | 


But according to the present usage, any citizen who | 


I trust whatever action is neces- | 


( 


beded 


Mr. FINLEY. As I understand the resolution, there is no occasion 
for the Committee on Rules to recommend to the House any change 
of the rule. As I understand the situation it is this: notwithstand- 
ing the rigid rule that we now have, a practice has grown up and has 
been in force for some time, under which members have solicited and 
the Speaker has felt himself almost under an obligation to issue passes 
to whomsoever may desire to come upon the floor. Now, the object 
and purpose of this resolution, as I understand it, is to refer this matter 
to the Committee on Rules in the nature of an instruction to the 
Speaker or in the nature of an admonition, if I may so term it, tothe 
Speaker of the wish of the House; so that those who vote to refer 
this natter to the Committee on Rules, as proposed by the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. SAYLER,] vote substantially that they wish this 
matter to remain as it now is. 

Mr. PRIDEMORE. I am one of those who oceupy a seat which 
places me as nearly out of Congress as one can possibly be. The noise 
and confusion behind my seat does not arise exclusively from those 
| who are admitted under passes, but from members themselves. They 
| come here and talk and it is always pleasant. I can tell gentlemen 
| who sit further down what a relief it is when a gentleman is speaking 

on the remonetization of silver to have a little group come up and 
| talk. I hope that admissions to the floor will be left to the discretion 
of the Speaker. We are often called upon to give passes to distin- 
| guished men who have served the country in various capacities, and 

I think myself that citizens of the country are entitled, when they 
have the sanction of a member and of the Speaker, to have a place 
upon the floor of this Hall. I hope that the discretion of the Speaker 
will remain as it now is. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I never dreamed that the Speaker 
of this House has improperly abused the powers intrusted to his 
| hands in giving passes to men to come upon this floor. I have never 
| intended in anything I have said to so intimate, and never having 

dreamed or intended anything of that sort 1 trust that my remarks 
may not be construed as retlecting on the Speaker; but I do not 
intend to be condemned to eternal silence by the fear that some im 
| putation might be thrown upon the Speaker by my remarks. 
to discuss this matter upon its merits. 

The gentleman has said that there are distinguished ex-members 
of Congress who are entitled to the floor. There sre at least two 
hundred or two hundred and fifty. We stand not in the presence of 
posterity but of the past. We have two hundred ex-members of 
Congress standing here to see what we are doing. Now, if that 
so, the dignity of our position is vastly increased. They may be 
infinitely more respectable than the present members of Congress, 
but they do not precisely belong to that class of men. 

Now, what is the condition of things? I say nothing about the 
| more advanced members. I speak only for those of us upon the out- 

side periphery, the outer circle, who are outsiders, if not “outside bar- 
| barians.” The moment the least excitement occurs over two hundred 
men rush forward to look over the barriers, and it results in this that 
we cannot hear one word occurring in the lower portion of the Hoase. 
We go down in order shat we may hear, as I did a little while ago 
| when the Gospel was presented in the House by the gentleman from 

Massachusetts, [Mr. BuTLER,] [langhter,] and the gentleman from 

Tennessee very properly required that gentlemen should take their 
seats. I will not say there was any gnashing of teeth, although I 
believe that those who have teeth gnashed them; but we lost the 
| effect of the gentleman’s Gospel quotation. I believe that if the rules 
| are to be modified they should be so modified as to admit ex-members 
of Congress, ex-Senators, governors and ex-governors of States, and 
then we should get along very well. Iam willing to submit to all 
| the noise that ex-members of Congress and ex-Senators and governors 


Il want 


be 


| of States may make upon this floor, but let us not forget that there 
are habitués of this Hall whose features are so familiar to us that we 
may say of them as was said in the sacred text of the poor,“ they 
are always with us.” 

We know who they are, and before the session is over they know 
who we are. [Laughter.] Now, sir, I am unwilling to have my use- 
fulness as a member of Congress, if there be any usefulness in know- 
ing what is going on in this House, destroyed by the presence of the 
| crowds that collect here daily for no good reason. 

Mr. ITTNER. I desire to offer a resolution and have it read, and 
after that I desire to say a few words upon it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this House that Rule 134 be rigidly enforced. 


Mr. ITTNER. It is with all due deference to the Speaker that I 
offer this resolution. I can appreciate the difficulties under which the 
Speaker of this House has been placed in the past, owing to a custom 
that grew up previous to the time when he took the chair which he 
now occupies. 

In regard to the propriety of referring this subject to the Commit- 
tee on Rules, I think that is entirely out of the question. As has been 
remarked here by several members of that committee, this rule is now 
as strong as you can make it. I am disposed to believe that the rule 
cannot be improved upon. The question now is whether we will 
have the rule enforced or whether we will allow to coutivue in the 
future the custom which has previously prevailed. 

Ican appreciate the difficulties which members occupying the outer 
| rows of seats labor uader on this floor, in consequenee of the bustle 
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and confusion which are constantly about them; and, as has been 
remarked by members very often, the confusion upon the floor itself 
among members is greater than that which is produced in the lobbies 
and beyoud the outer row of seats. 

I think this question can be settled now and here. It is only 
whether this rule shall be enforced or whether the custom which has 
prevailed for so long shall be continued. I think a decided expres- 
sion of opinion upon the resolution I have introduced will relieve the 
Speaker from the difficulties which have surrounded him heretofore, 
and | hope the question will be decided here and now and that we 
will determine to enforce the rule. 

Mr. YOUNG. I have no desire to address the House on this sub- 
ject, and I should not say a word, except for a suggestion which oc- 
curs tome, I thought that the suggestion made by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER, }] that the whole question be referred to the 
Committee on Rules,was a very proper one. I discover now, however, 
that probably a different suggestion may strike the House more favor- 
ably. Ithink perhaps it may meet the favorable consideration of 
the whvule House that this question %e deferred until the next field- 
day, when members can discuss it to their own satisfaction and to 
the great enlightenment and benefit of their constituents at home. 

Mr. DURHAM. I move asa substitute for what has been oliered 
by other gentlemen that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Phe Clerk read as follows: . 

Resolved, That the rule in regard to the admission of persons to the privileges of 
the floor be enforced, and the Speaker is requested to discontinue the practice of 
issuing passes, which has been indulged in by common cousent. 

Mr. DURHAM. I have been, like many other gentleman who have 
spoken here this morning, so unfortunate as to be as nearly out of 
this House as it is possible to be and be a Representative on this 
floor. I am upon the great highway which leads from the lobby 
down into the Hall of the House. It is a notorious fact that there 


are at least a hundred men in this House, now behind that bar, who 
ought not to be here. 

A Member. That is so. 

Mr. DURHAM. And it is a notorious fact, too, that gentlemen 
who occnpy the outer row of seats have an eternal hum in their ears 
so that they cannot hear and understand what is going on in the 
House. Yet the very moment that any one of us comes down here 
in front, into “the settlement,” as it is called, in order to be able to 
uaoderstand what ie going on, some one raises the point of order, and 
he is obliged to go back to his seat; and wheu he gets back balf of 
the time he finds that seat occupied by some persou not entitled to 
the floor. 

I may say that this is my fifth year in Congress, and until the last 
ten days I never asked the Speaker for a pass, and I did 80 then only 
under peculiar circumstances. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman himself broke the rule. 

Mr. DURHAM. I did, and I admit it. I am not complaining of 
the Speaker; I am trying to relieve the Speaker of any dilliculty. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that. 

Mr. DURHAM. I think the House should relieve us on the outer 
row of seats from the difficulties which now surround us. I assure 
you, and J know I speak the sentiment of every gentleman who occu- 
pies a seat like mine, that we on the outer row there cannot hear or 
understand the business that is going on; and in justice to us I de- 
mand that the rule upon this subject be enforced. Ll now call the 
previous question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. _1 understand that the gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. SAYLER] has moved to refer to the Committee on Rules the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. LEONARD.] My point 
of order is that pending that motion to refer it is not in order to 
move an amendment to ora substitute for the original resolution. 

Mr. SAYLER. In order to give the Honse a tair opportunity to 
vote upon the several propositions which have been submitted and 
which bring the subject directly before the House, and relieve the 
Committee on Rules from the necessity of deciding this question, I 
withdrew my motion to refer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. IrtNex,) which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, It is the sense of this House that Rule 134 shall be rigidly enforced. 


Mr. LEONARD. I accept the amendment to my resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The amecrdment having been accepted by the 
gentleman from Louisiana, the question recurs on the substitute of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. DursaM,] which will be read. 

The Cierk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the rule in regard to the admission of pom to the priv leges of 


the floor be enforced, and the Speaker is requested to discoutinue the practice of 
issuing passes, which has been indulged in by general cunsent. 


Mr. LEONARD. LI accept the substitute. It is the same thing ex- 
actly. 

The SPEAKER. The House can settle that, as it has the choice 
between the proposition of the geatleman from Kentucky and the 
gentleman's ae as amended. The question first recurs on 
the substitute of the geutieman from Kentucky, [Mr. DurmuaM.] 
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The House divided; and there were—ayes 131, noes 69, 
Mr. YEATES demanded the yeas and nays. 


_The yeas and nays were not ordered, 26 only voting in the 
tive, not one-tifth of the last vote. 
So the substitute was agreed to. 


aflirma- 


The question recurred on the resolution as amended. 

The Honse divided; and there were—ayes 133, noes 72. 

Mr. YOUNG demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmatiye— 
yeas 155, nays 92, not voting 45; as follows: 


Aiken, 
Bacon, 

taker, John H. 
Bell, 

Jenedict, 
Bicknell, 
Bisbee, 

Blair, 

Blount, 

Boone, 

Bragg. 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 

Br inlges, 

Brizes, 
Burchard, 
Bardick, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, John W. 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Cannon, 
Carlisle, 
Caswell, 
Chalmers, 
‘hittenden, 
aflin, 

lark, Alvah A. 
‘larke of Keutacky, 
‘ymer, 

‘ole, 

‘ook, 

‘ox, Jacob D. 
sox, Samuel 5. 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 
Cummings, 
Darrall, 
Davidson, 
Denison, 


ee im 


Aldrich, 
Bagley, 
Baker, W. H. 
Banning, 
Bayne, 
Beebe, 
Blackburn, 
Bliss, 
Bouck, 
Boyd, 
Brogden, 
Buckner, 
Bundy, 
Calkins, 
Caniller, 
Clark of Missouri, 
Clark, Rash 
Cobb, 
Collins, 
Conger, 
Covert, 
Cravens, 
Cutler, 


Atkins, 
Ballou, 
Banks, 
Bland, 
Bright, 
browne, 
Butler, 
Cain, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Crapo, 
Danford, 


YEAS—155. 
Dickey, Killinger, 
Dunnell, Knapp, 
Durham, Knott, 
Eames, Landers, 
Ellsworth, Lathrop, 
Errett, Leonard, 
Field, Ligon, 
Fort, Lindsey, 
Foster Mackey, 
Franklin Maish, 
Frye, Manning, 
Fuller, Marsh, 
Gardner, McGowan, 
Garfield, McKenzie, 
Ganse MeMahon, 
Giddings, Metcalfe, 
Glover, Mills, 
Ilanna, Mitchell, 
Hardenbergh, Monroe, 
Harrison, Morrison, 
Ilartzell, Mularow, 
llatcher, Neal, 
Ilazelton, Norcross, 
Hendee, Oliver, 
Henderson, Page, 
Henry, Peddie, 
llerbert, Phelps, 
Hewitt, Abram S. Philips, 
Hewitt, G. W. Pollard, 
Hiscock, Votter, 
lionse, l’ound, 
Hubbell, Price, 
liunter, Rainey, 
Ittner, Randolph, 
James, Rea, 
Jones, J. T. Reagan, 
Joyce, Reed, 
Keightley, Reilly, 
Ketcham, Rice, William W. 

NAYS—92. 
Davis, Joseph J. Haskell, 
Deering, Hayes, 
Dibrell, llooker, 
Eickhoff, Humphrey, 
Elam, Hungerford, 
Ellis, Hunton, 
Evans, 1. Newton Jorgensen, 
Evans, James L. Kenna, 
Evins, John H. Lapham, 
Fwing, Lock wood, 
Felton, Martin, 
Finley, McCook, 
Forney, Morgan, 
Freeman, Morse, 
Garth, Muller, 
Goode, O Neill, 
Ganter, Overton, 
Harmer, Patterson, G. W. 


Narris, B. W 
larris, Heniy R. 
Harns, Jobo T. 
Hart, 

Hartridge, 


Patterson, T. M. 
Pridemore, 
Pugh, 

Quinn, 


Rice, Americus V. 


NOT VOTING—45. 


Davis, Horace 
Douglas, 
Dwight, 
Eden, 

Gibson, 

Hale, 
llamilton, 
Henkle, 
Jones, Frank 
Jones, John 5. 
Keifer, 
Kelley, 


Kimmel, 
Loring, 
Luttrell, 
Lynde, 
Mayham, 
McKinley, 
Money, 
Pacheco, 
Powers, 
Roberts, 
Ross, 
Southard, 


So the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

During the vote, 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, stated that his colleague, Mr. EDEN, 
was absent on account of illness in his family. ; 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts, stated that Mr. Jonrs, of New 
Hampshire, was absent on account of important business. 

Mr. DURHAM moved to dispense with the reading of the names. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to have read a part of Rule 2. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

27. The Doorkeeper shall execute strictly the one hundred and thirty-fourth aud 
one humlred and thirty-tifth ruies, relative to the privilege of the Hall. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read Rule 134. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Robbins, 
Robinson, George D 
Robinson, Milton 3. 
Ryan, ; 
Sampson, 

Sayler, 

Scales, 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Singleton, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, William E 
Sparks, 

Starin, 

Steele, 

Strait, 
Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton, 
‘Townsend, M. I. 
Turner, 

Turney, 

Van Vorhes, 
Waddell, 

Wait, 

Warner, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael D. 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C. G 
Williams, James 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 8. 
Willits, 

Wood. 


Riddle, 
Robertson, 
Sapp. 
Schleicher, 
Shelley, 

Slemons, 
Springer, 

Stenger, 

Stewart, 

Stone, John W. 
Throckmorton 
Townshend, hk. W. 
‘Tucker, 

Vance, 

Veeder, 

Walsh, 

Ward, 

Welch, 

Williams, A. 8, 
Willis, B. A. 
Wright, 

Yeates, 

Young. 


Stephens, 

Stove, Joseph C. 
Swann, 
Townsend, Amos 
Walker, 

Watson, 
Williams, Richard 
Wilson, 

Wren. 


134. No person except members of the Seuate, thetr secretary, beads of Depart 
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veg the President's private secretary, foreign ministers, the governor for the 
eine of any State, Senators and Representatives elect, judges of the Supreme 
al ‘he United States and of the Court of Claims, and such persons as have 
received the thanks of Congress, shall be admitted within the Hall of the 

; { Representatives, or any ot the rooms upon the same floor or leading into 


provi led that ex-members of Congress who are not interested in any 

vending before Congress, and shall so register themselves, may elso be ad- 
snitted within the Hall of the Honse; and no persons except those herein speci- | 
fied shall at any time be admitted to the floor of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The House having expressed its wish that this | 
rule shall be strictly enforced in the futare the Chair will cause to 
ve revoked after tu-day all passes; and he desires to direct the at- 
tention of ex-members of Congress who have supposed heretofore 
they had the right to come upon the floor without giving assurance 
ju the place provided under the terms of the rule that they are not | 
interested in legislation to the provisions of the rule just read and to 
the expression of the House thereon just given and that in obedience 
thereto they will hereafter have to register their names when they 
desire to come upon the floor, ae 

The Chair will state that the duty of the Doorkeeper is simply to | 
prevent the admission upon the floor of those not entitled to its 
yivileges. The Clerk will now read Rule 22. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

» It shall be the daty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to attend the House during the 
4 tings to aid in the enforcement of order under the direction of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. In so far as the body of this House is concerned, 
in obedience to that rule, the Sergeant-at-Arms, or some one for him, 
will take his usual place on the right of the Speaker when the House 
is in session, and will see hereafter that order is maintained upon 

he floor. 

' Mr. WRIGHT. IL rise to a question of privilege. I wish the Chair 
to state for the benefit of this House, exactly who are entitled to 
come upon this floor besides the members of this House. 

The SPEAKER. The rule has been read. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Does it exclude everybody but members of this 
House? 

The SPEAKER. It excludes everybody but those who are partic- 
ularly specified in that rule. It excludes every employé. It ex- 
cludes every clerk of a committee. It excludes every private secre- 
tary. It excludes every person not particularly specified. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Then all I have to say is it is all wrong. [Laugh- 
ter. ] 


CORRECTION. 


Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I am reported by 
the Recor as not having voted on the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BAKER] known as the anti-subsidy reso- 
lution. I did vote in the negative when my name was called, as 
geutlemen all around very well know. While my colleagues and 
myself are opposed to subsidies, and would have voted against the 


first clause of the resolution, we determined to vote “no” on account of | 


the last clause, which bears the construction of opposition to appro- 
priations for the improvement of rivers. 





The SPEAKER. The correction will be made. 
ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR. 


Mr. O'NEILL. I should like to inquire of the Speaker, before the 
House passes from the question of admissions to the floor, whether 


there is any place near the Hall of the House which can be used by | 


persons calling to see members of Congress, so that they may not be 
required to stand in the lobbies ? 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair will state there are two or three com- 
mittees in almost every available room. The Chair found it neces- 


sary to give up the usual room occupied by himself and go down stairs | 


in order that the Speaker’s room might be used for committee pur- 
woses, 

Mr. HALE. There is one serious inconvenience, Mr. Speaker, which 
I see at present, I think the action of the House was right in adopt- 
ing the resolution a while ago. 

fhe SPEAKER. It willsave the Chair a great deal of annoyance. 

Mr. HALE, There ought to be some large comfortable room, near 
here, where gentlemen who come to see members and desire to con- 
Verse with them may have an opportunity to retire for that purpose. 
sae cot The old Hall is large evongh for that purpose. 

aughter, 


Mr. HALE. At present there is only asmall room, and it certainly 


| its passage. 





is not large enough to meet the purpose for which a retiring-room is 
provided. The House has always, until this year, had the benetit of 
What is called the Speaker’s room, a large, handsome, spacious room 
in the rear of the Hall, which answered our purposes; but in this 
Congress that has been taken away and given up for other purposes, | 
and now the only room is one so small that it is like a hole in the 
wall, and certainly not fit for any such purpose. Following the 
action just taken, I do hope the question will be referred to some ap- 
propriate committee to consider what sheuld be done to remedy the | 
present inconvenience in that regard. 

lhe SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state to the gentleman that | 
there are two committees occupying the room immediately in the | 
tear known as the Speaker's room. 

Mr. HALE. If that room cannot be had let us have some good 
atge room somewhere for the purpose I have indicated. 


Mr. TUCKER. I suppose that would be a matter for new motions. 
Teall for the regular order, 


<ECORD—HOUSE. 


BUSINESS OF MORNING HOUR. 

Tae SPEAKER. The regular order being called, the morning hour 
commences at twenty-four minutes past two o'clock. The business 
of the morning hour is the call of committees for reports of a pub- 
lic character. The call rests with the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

There were no reports from the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency. 

ALBERT GRANT. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee of Claims, reported back 
with an amendment the bill (H. R. No. 504) for the relief of Albert 
Grant, and moved that the same be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and that the accompanying report 
be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WORKMEN ON POVERTY ISLAND LIGHT-HOUSE. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, from the same committee, reported back with a 
favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 622) for the relief of 
the workmen employed in the construction of Poverty Island light- 
house, Lake Michigan ; andthe same was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

ESTATE OF CHRISTIAN B. MORRISON. 

Mr. CUMMINGS also, from the same committce, reported a bill 
(H. R. Na. 2881) for the relief of Sarah Morrison, administratrix of 
the estate of Christian B. Morrison, deceased; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

RICHARD T. BYAN. 

Mr. CUMMINGS also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
(H. R. No, 2882) granting $2,000 to Richard T. Byan as compensation ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 


| of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 


report, ordered to be printed. 
WILL R. HERVEY. 


Mr. CUMMINGS also, from the same committee, reported back, 
with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 224) for the 
relief of Will R. Hervey; and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

SIMEON M. PRESTON. 
Mr. CUMMINGS also, from the same committee, reported back, 


| with an adverse recommendation, the petition of Simeon M. Preston, 


late collector of internal revenue, asking to be relieved from respon- 
sibility for amounts embezzled by deputies; and the same was laid 


| on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 
| 


JAMES FISHBACK. 
Mr. HENDERSON, from the same committee, reported bach, with 


| a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 2096) for the relief 


of James Fishback, late collector of internal revenue tenth district 
State of Illinois; and the same was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

JOHN W. DODD & CO. 

Mr. HENDERSON. The Committce of Claims have had also under 
consideration the claim of John W. Dodd & Co.,, of Indianapolis, In- 
diana, for relief, and instructed me to report a bill and recommend 
But I am informed that the matter has been provided 
for by the Committee on Appropriations. I therefore report back 
the petition, and move that it be laid on the table, and that the 
accompanying report be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MURPHY & GOOD. 

Mr. HENDERSON also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 2883) for the relief of Murphy & Good, of Indianapolis, 
Indiana; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN JONES AND OTHERS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, from the same committee, reported 

back with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 810) tor the 


| relief of John Jones, Randolph H. Ramsey, and William G. Sauterman; 


and the same was laid on the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 
SAMUEL H. CANFIELD. 

Mr. WARNER, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
2824) for the relief of Samuel H. Canfield, postmaster at Seymour, 
Connecticut ; which was read a first and second time, referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RICHARD HAWLEY & SONS. 

Mr. WARNER also, from the same committee, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. No. 621) for the relief of 
Rishard Hawley & Sons; and the sume was referred to the Com- 
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mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying was passed; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on ¢} 
report ordered to be printed. table. Q the 

MARY C. WEBBER. The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, from the same committee, reported a bill (H.R ; LIGHT-BOt oe AnD SaE-TOS SIGNAL. 
No. 2885) for the relief of Mary C. Webber; which was read a first On motion of Mr. HUBBELL, the Committee on Commerce 


. . . . Was 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H.R. No, 175 


° : ° W 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be | t® #Ppropriate money for the erection of a light-house and steat- 


printed. ay = Stannard’s oe Lake Superior ; — the same was referred 
a a al ' y » ACE 
LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. tomk = ct ceil eaeee rer and, with the accompanying 
Mr. REAGAN. f sit Chameahes Cor SE report, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. REAGA) Co 60 ) — ad back 
rR PA, SURES CRS VOREEIINS GR LOMERSESS, HNPTT: os & VESSELS NOT PROPELLED BY STEAM OR SAIL 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Chief Mr. HUBBELL. f aad ts ; : . 
of Engineers on the Louisville and Portland Canal; which was re- ar. »bELL, from the same committee, reported back the jj) 


committed to the committee, and ordered to be printed, not to be (HH. R. No. 1757) relating to vessels not propelled by steam or sail 
brought back on a motion to reconsider with amendments, and moved that the same be recommitted to ¢)¢ 
g d ‘ : th 


committee, and, with the accompanying amendments, ordered to he 


SOUTH PASS, MISSISSIPPI RIVER. printed. 
Mr. REAGAN also, from the same committee, reported back a The motion was agreed to. 
letter from the Secretary of War, accompanied by the report of the LIGHT-HOUSE AT LITTLE TRAVERSE BAY. 
Chief of Engineers relating to the work of Mr. Eads, at the South 


¢ Mr. KENNA, from the same committee, reported as a substitute for 
Pass, Mississippi River; which was recommitted to the committee, , 


t ' House bill No. 647 a bill (H. R. No. 2886) authorizing the constryetio, 
and ordered to be printed, not to be brought back on a motion to | of a light-house at Little Traverse Bay, Little Traverse, Michiva, 7 
reconsider, which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committes 
PIER-LIGHTS AT SOUTH PASS. on Appropriations, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to je 
Mr. REAGAN also, from the same committee, reported back the bill | printed. 
(IL. R. No. 1639) making an appropriation for pier-lights at the en- WOODRUFF SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION. 
trance of the jetties in the South Pass of the Mississippi River. Mr. KENNA also, from the same committee, reported as a substi- 
Mr. REAGAN. Ido not know whether it requires that I should | tute for House bill No. 2409a bill(H. R. No. 2837 )to recognize the * Wood. 
ask unanimous consent forthe immediate consideration of this; but | roff scientific expedition around the world,” and for other purposes 
I will make this statement in reference to the matter: the proper | which was read a first and second tjmea. , 
authorities have been notified that work has now stopped on the Mr. KENNA. 
Southwest Pass of the Mississippi River because the law provides 
that when the South Pass channel had been deepened to the extent 
of twenty-two feet the improvement of the Southwest Pass should 
discontinue, All the commerce of the Mississippi Kiver pow passes 
through the mouth of the South Pass, and as there are no lights at 
present on the jetties of the South Pass commerce is greatly ob- 
structed. It is absolutely necessary that these lights shouldbe estab- 
lished, and the appropriation needed for such lights is estimated at 
$10,000. This sum will be sufficient to build lights on the South Pass 
jetties and enable vessels to go in and out with safety. It is now 
very dangerous to navigation that these lights are not supplied. I] of the United Stetes be now or hereafter subjected to any expeuse ou 
send to the Clerk’s desk the communication on this subject from the | account thereof. . 
engineer secretary, and ask that it be read. Mr. CLYMER. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


I ask for its present consideration. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and empowers the Secretary of the 
Treasury to grant forthe purposes of the Woodruif scientific expedition 
around the world a register fora foreign-built steamship; provided that 
said steamship be approved by the Secretary of the Navy as suitable in 
all respects for the purposes of said eypedition. And there shall be 
maintzined thereon, without expense to the United States, a school 
with capacity for at least two hundred students, together with a com- 
petent faculty for the promotion of scientific and nautical knowledge, 
And it is further provided that in no case shall mercantile or com- 
mercial ventures form any part of said expedition, or the Government 


I make the point of order that the bill involves an 
expense to the Government, and must have its first consideration in 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE Lich -HovusE Boarpn, Committee of the Whole. 
Washington, November 24, 1877. SENN The bill exp > provide ‘ sither Ww no 
Sir: Referring to your letter of November 12. I have to say that the Light- Mr. KENNA. The bill expressly provides that neither now nor 


House Board, at its meeting of November 22, considered the matter of lighting hereafter shall the Government be involved in any expenditure what- 
the jetties at the South Pass of the Mississippi River, and while the Board is of | ever for this purpose. If objection is made on that ground I will 


the opinion that lights are necessary for safe navigation, it is powérless to act in | ask to have the report read; aud I will be very glad to have order 
the matter for want of the necessary appropriation. The Board is of the opinion uintained, so thi 2 amen cz ar j The re » \ 
that an appropriation of $10,000 should be made for such lights. It will require but maintained, so that gentlemen can hear it. The report sets out the 


a short time to establish them after an appropriation is made. object of the bill and its provisions. 
Very respectfully, The Clerk read the report, as follows: 
Peter C. Hatns, The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2409) to 
Centein Jaume B. Rave Engineer Secretary. recognize the Woodrnff scientitic expedition around the world, and for other pur 
aptain J AMP Ms . > back sai i yi i of 20 sud tha, th 
Care Mr. R. S. Elliott, 316 C street, Washington, D. C. poses, report back said bill with a substitute therefor, and recommend tha. the 


substitute be ye EM a 
-PAQAN The . - — The object of said expedition is stated as follows: 

Mr. REAGAN. There are a great number of vessels that now pass “The purpose of tho sapeditien is to visit points of general and special interest 
through these jetties, and a great necessity exists for present action | on a carefully considered route around the globe, to study the arts, ethnoloz) 
upon this subject. archevlogy, and present condition of the better-known countries, and the geog 

A MemBer. What are the terms of the contract for this work? raphy, geology, fauna, and flora, as well as the history and character of the peopie, 

Mr. REAGAN. 1 will state that the terms of the contract were of those less known, and to make collections in various departments of science 


. paying special attention to the collection of such specimens of natural history as 
that as soon as Mr. Eads had opened the channel of the South Pass | will add materially to the present collections in the National Museum, under the 


to the depth of twenty-two feet he was to be paid half a million of | direction of the Smithsoman Institution. An invitation has already been accepted 
dollars, and has recently received that payment, and the work is now oe meter Syd Lonenn and by the we of | \g Ma 
oe ee Qa "2 > e¢ s g euiture . 0 c e, prese’ Ive trom elr respective dep nen 
going on to the satisfac a - ae rume nt : — it eee to | for the purpose of making such special collections. It is also intended that those 
keep the jetties open to a depth o twenty-two feet unti a greater | who wish to study navigation and the various collateral branches, such as astroo 
depth can be attained. Now that the South Pass of the Mississippi | omy, meteorology, and the higher mathematics may have a practical opportunity 
River is of sufficient depth for navigation, vessels have ceased to go offered by this project; and it is sugges‘ed that the studies of manufac tering, 
through the Southwest Pass, but pass through the mouth of the river mining, and commercial interests attainable throughout the various parts of the 
Fr 


! . ; , world to be visited cannot fail to be of great importance not only to the student 
at South Pass, and there are no lights to guide them, which makes it | but consequently to the country at large.” 


very dangerous for vessels passing in and out of these waters. These | Such being the object of the expedition and the fact appearing that a vane _ 
lights cannot be established without an appropriation, but can be | sl! reapectasitable wherefor cannot be found under the America fag i> dened 
_— “ . ; cote » ante rhe s the: American registry shoul! 

with an appropriation of $10,000, I move that the bill be passed, | j,, granted to a foreign-built vessel, subject to the approval thereof by the secre 
and call for a vote on it at this time, tary of the Navy, as suitable for all the purposes ot the expedition, aud with the 
The motion was agreed to. further provision that mercantile or commercial ventures shall form no part of 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and “The tains has omitted from the proposed substitute the clause of the orig 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. inal bill which provides for a detail of ofticers from the Army and Navy to accow- 
Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was | pany said expedition, and forthe reason that such deiail cannot be made available 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the | or of material service to the Government without expense, and for the further 
table reason that such detail is rendered unnecessary by the fact that the Smithsonian 
"ae. . “ Tnstitution and the Agricultural Department have accepted invitations to ! \¢ 
The latter motion was agreed to. representatives accompany said expedition. The committee submits that it is 1: 
? sa Se expedient to subject details from the Army and Navy w the service of private 

CHANGE OF NAME. enterprises of any kind whatever. ; 
Mr ROBERTS, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back The committee has prepared its substitute with a view to encourage and toaid the 


>N ’ . object of said expedition in so far as the same may be dons without expense fo te 
the bill (H. R. No. 1928) to change the name of the steam-tug C. M. | ; ; 


Whittaker to Caroline, with a recommendation that it do pass. 





Government and without subjecting the officers of the Army and Navy to a 
service of individual enterprise for individual profit. The adoption of the subs 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and | tte is recommended. 


being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. Mr. CLYMER. Having heard the report, I withdraw my point of 
Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill | order. 








1878. 


Mr. WARD. I would like to ask the gentleman in charge of the 
pill whether or not it is intended that this expedition shall be fitted 
ont and supported by the American Government? I wish to say 
further, that I am surprised at the statement appearing in the report 
of the committee that no American vessel can be found to serve this 
expedition. For myself, 1 do not believe that there is any kind of a 
vessel that American enterprise and American mechanics cannot 
oapply ENNA. So far as I am informed, the American Government 
is to be involved in no expenditure whatever in connection with this 
expedition. The bill expressly provides that no expenditure of 
movey Whatever on the part of the Government shall be incurred 
yow or hereafter. It was the object of the committee in preparing 
the substitute to make it so plain and explicit in that respect as to 
jeave no room for question hereafter. 

Mr. WARD. Then I would ask the gentleman, who will pay the 
expenses of the expedition ? 

Mr. KENNA. I presume that the expenses of the expedition, if 
aid at all, will be paid by the parties who get it up. The name of 
the institution which proposes to get up this expedition is the Wood- 
ruff Scientific Institation. 

Mr. REAGAN. If my colleague on the committee [Mr. KENNA] 


will allow me, I will say that the expenses of the exhibition are to be | 


provided in this way: it is intended to take two hundred students 
and to charge each one $2,500 for the expedition. In that way, I 
take it, the whole expense will be covered. 

Mr. KENNA. I do not see that this Honse is concerned at all with 
any of the details that may or will enter into the conduct of this 
expedition, in so far as it is a private enterprise. The bill embodies 
the simple proposition to give an American register to a foreign- 
built vessel solely for the purpose of this expedition. That is the 
sum and substance of the bill. 

Mr. FRYE. 
built vessel fit for this ae can be found ? 

Mr. KENNA. I know of no better answer to that question than 
the statement of the fact that the system of legislation of this Gov- 
ernment for the last twenty years has driven American ships and 
American commerce from the high seas. 

Mr. WARD. If that is the case, then now is a good time to pre- 
yent any further extension of that calamity. 

Mr. KENNA. I do not understand that the refusal of an American 
regiater to a fureign-built vessel for the purposes set forth in this re- 
port can have any tendency whatever to accomplish the end which 
the gentleman suggests. I do not see that the visiting upon private 
enterprises, upon private individuals who are getting up an enter- 
prise in pursuit of knowledge, of the inequities that belong to legis- 
lation of the past can have any tendency whatever to accomplish 
what the gentleman indicates. 

Mr. FRYE. The gentleman does not answer my question as I 
asked it. What is there so peculiar about a steamship required for 
this purpose that no steamship owned by us now can be found to 
answer the purpose? What is the peculiarity of the vessel required ? 

Mr. KENNA. I cannot undertake to go into a detailed description 
of the vessel required for this expedition. 
judgment of the committee, based upon information before them, 
which is regarded as sufficient, an American vessel of a suitable 
character cannot be had. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. What is to be the charge to each student ? 

Mr. FRYE. Let me make a suggestion. It seems to me that this 
bill simply provides that a foreign-built ship, which is to-day de- 
cidedly below cost in the markets of the world, shall be sold here to 
4 private enterprise, and the promoters of that enterprise when they 
have finished their voyage are to have the privilege of reselling it. 

Mr. KENNA. If I may be allowed to do so I desire to make a state- 
ment in this connection. The committee provide by this bill that an 
American register shall be given to a foreign-built vessel for the pur- 
poses of this expedition. If the gentleman had given his attention to 
the bill when it was read he would have discovered that this Ameri- 
can register is to be used only for the purposes of this expedition; 
the register is to be granted for that purpose only. It is proposed to 
be granted in consideration of the fact, which is plain and apparent 
on the face of the bill and stated in the report, that it is asked for 
the promotion of scientific investigation. 

Mr. FRYE. What is to become of the vessel when the trip is over? 

Mr. REAGAN. Allow me to say a word. The committee were in- 
formed that the persons who were getting up this expedition had 
made a careful examination of American shipping and could find no 
vessel of the description required to answer the purposés of this ex- 
pedition. They inform us that if the expedition is desirable it should 
be put on foot at once and that they have no time to have an Amer- 
‘ean vessel built which would answer their purpose. Therefore, for 
the simple reason that they could find no American vessel now built 
suitable for their purpose and that they had no time to have one 
built, they ask an American register for this vessel. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the gentleman accept an amendment like this? 

Provided, That when the 
Tegister shall be surrendered. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 
hot get any vote from me. 


Vil 


If the gentleman agrees to that he will 
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Will the gentleman state why it is that no American- | 
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Mr. FRYE. I understand that. 

Mr. KENNA. Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to exceed what I 
regard as the limit of my powers by accepting any amendment. 

Mr. FRYE. I offer it, then, as an amendment. 

Mr. KENNA. I have brought in this bill by instruction of the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FRYE. I offer the amendment. 

oe SPEAKER. Does the gentleman demand the previous ques- 
tion 

Mr. KENNA. 1 do. 

Mr. LUTTRELL., I hope the gentleman will not demand the pre- 
vious question, but let me at least ask him one question. 

Mr. KENNA. What is the question? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. What charge is to be made for the students on 
board this vessel ? 

Mr. KENNA. That is a private transaction between the students 
and the owners of the vessel. If they fail as a business transaction 
to get up the expedition we cannot help it. This American register 
is _— only for the purpose of this scientific expedition. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. A friend on my left states the students are to 

ay $2,500 each. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is proposed by the gentlemen getting up the ex- 
pedition to take two hundred students for two years and to charge 
them $2,500 each ; but the Government has no connection whatever 
with that. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Will not the Government be called upon to pay 
the expenses ? 

Mr. REAGAN. We have expressly provided in the bill that the 
Government shall not now or hereafter be held responsible for any 
expense which may be incurred. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. It is a little suspicious, nevertheless. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask the gentleman from West Virginia to yield 
to me for tive minutes. 

Mr. KENNA. I will yield to the gentleman for that length of 
time. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Mr. Speaker, I cannot understand why there 
should be opposition to this bill. A few scientific gentlemen havo 
undertaken this scientific expedition, to last two years. It is wholly 
personal, provided for from the begiuning by themselves, out of their 
own resources, from their own funds. Besides, the expedition is in- 
dorsed by the presidents of our colleges and universities and by men 
of science throughout the country. It is indorsed by the presidents 
of Yale and Harvard and by the Smithsonian Institution. The ar- 
rangements have been made by those having the matter in charge, 
and it is proposed to start out early in thespring. They have looked 
over the market, so to speak, of American-built vessels and have 
been unable to find one to meet with their requirements in size, con- 
struction, and quality. They have found, however, one elsewhere to 
answer their purpose, and they now come to Congress asking for an 
American register. Certain gentlemen, always zealous in favor of 
American commerce in debate, but who never do anything practically 
in behalf of that commerce, and who have no proposition now to 
make, stand ready here to say now this expedition shall fail simply 
because its projectors will not buy a vessel they do not want and a 
vessel untitted for their purposes. 

Because that is so, Mr. Speaker, these gentlemen would prevent 
this expedition. A like opportunity will not happen for the next 
fifty years. Under these scientific gentlemen it will be rich in valu- 
able results. It must inevitably be so as the best talent in the coun- 
try is engaged init. The expedition is to be thoroughly fitted out 
with all the necessary appliances. They are to bring back the re- 
sults of their researches and investigations. We are to get contri- 
butions in the interest of commerce as well as the interest of science. 
‘the gentleman from the Agricultural Department is charged with 
the collection of statistics iu relation to the foreign markets of the 
world, 

It isone of the best propositions which hascome before this House. 
Gentlemen oppose it. Why? It costs us nothing—not a dollar from 
the Treasury of the United States. There was eliminated from the bill 
everything which looked like the detail of any Army or naval officer. 
Nothing is asked of us but to let these scientific gentlemen have an 
American register for the vessel which meets their wants. That is 
all there is of it. There is no needof alarm. We are not striking at 
American ship-building because the American ship-yards do not hap- 
pen to have the vessel they require for this expedition. If they had 
such a vessel, these gentlemen, as good Americans, would purchase it 
undoubtedly. There being no such vessel here, they have purchased 
elsewhere the one which meets their requirements, and come here 
and ask for this American register. There is no good reason to refuse 
it. 

Mr. WARD. Let me ask the gentleman from Minnesota what kind 
of vessel it is that American enterprise and American mechanics 
cannot supply. 

Mr. DUNNELL. American mechanics and American enterprise 
have not yet made, or do not have now on hand, the precise vessel 
these scientific gentlemen need for this purpose. 

Mr. WARD. What kind of vessel isit that they do want? 

Mr. DUNNELL. They know what kind of vessel they want. 

Mr. WARD. American mechanics can furnish any kind of vessel. 

Mr. DUNNELL. There is no doubt that American mechanics can 
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build any kind of vessel they want to build, but this vessel is wanted 
now, and the bill will be of little worth unless this privilege is | 
granted. 

Mr. KENNA. I yield two minutes to the geutleman from New 
York, [Mr. Cox.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. There can be no question that Congress 
has full competency to ow this bill. It provides for giving a regis- 
ter toaship, a peculiar kind of ship—a ship we cannot buy here and a 
ship that has not yet been built here—a ship for a specific purpose, a 
scientific purpose. Why, then, should gentlemen mix up with this 
questions about the navigation laws or about the tariff? It is a very 
plain question. It is proposed to give a register to a vessel for a cer- 
tain specitic purpose herein named, which is a very laudable purpose. 
Do gentlemen on the other side desire to raise the point that our 
navigation laws are infringed? We will meet them on that at the 
proper time, Our laws forbid us to bay abroad, and our tariffs for- 
bid us to build at home. What, then, can we do when a thing of this 
kind comes along? All we can do is to have this special legislation. 
I hope the Hlouse will pass the bill at once under the operation of the 
previous question, 

Mr. KENNA. I now call for the previous question. 





Mr. POTTER. LIask the gentleman to yield to me for a moment 
or two. 

Mr. KENNA. How long time does the gentleman want? 

Mr. POTTER. Five minutes. 

Mr. KENNA. Then | yield to the gentleman from New York five 
minutes. 

Mr. POTTER. There is no doubt, as my colleague says, that Con- 
gress has power to give to these applicants this relief. Congress has 
always power, when it imposes a tariff, to let any citizen Sing in 
goods free notwithstanding the tariff. Now, I am opposed to tariffs. 
I shall be very glad to see the time when tarifis are taken off ships 
and ships are allowed to come in free and the commerce of the country 
restored to our own bottoms. But just so long as we do impose a 
duty upon ships, just so long as we keep foreign bottoms from being 
sold without restriction to our citizens, just so long the law should 
be uniform and apply equally to every citizen. 

I do not know of any principle of justice or of any sound policy, 
when Congress has declared that there shall be a duty upon foreign- 
built ships, which would justify Congress in exempting from that 
rule » man who chooses to get up a private enterprise, whether it be 
called a scientific excursion or whether it be some other form of pri- 
vate undertaking. When a citizen comes to Congress and says “ let 
me bring in a foreign-built ship without paying the duty which is 
required of every other citizen,” Congress ought to refuse. For why 
is one citizen more entitled to such a privilege than allothers? And 
if this special privilege is accorded him because of the scientific na- 
ture of his enterprise and that enterprise should not happen to suc- 
ceed, what is to prevent his then selling the foreign-built ship thus 
brought in without duty and pocketing the benefit of the profit aris- 
ing from exemption from the ordinary tariff? That is an injustice to 
the rest of the people to which the gentleman from Maine has already 
alluded and which cannot, I think, be justified. 

The truth is, Mr. Speaker, legislation onght to be equal. Let us 
have free ships. [am for them when proper changes in existing 
laws are made. But so long as we require our citizens to pay duty 
on ships built abroad, let us see that all pay it. Because a man says 
he is getting up a private enterprise to go round the world in pur- 
suit of science, is that a reason why he should bring goods in free of 
the duty which is required to be paid by every one else? If we be- 
rin that class of special legislation where shall we stop? It isa 
Find of favoritism alike unjust and dangerous. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the gentleman from New York allow me to ask 
him a question ? 

Mr. POTTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FRYE. The gentleman from New York says he is in favor of 
free ships. Now, when wire-rope has a tariff on it equal to the value 
of the rope itself, which our shipbuilders have to pay, he is certainly 
not, under those cireumstances, is he, in favor of allowing foreigners 
to bring in ships free? 

Mr. POTTER. No, perhaps not, without such changes in the laws 
as would prevent our shipbuilders from being under such disadvan- 
tages as the gentleman suggests; but I did not mean, Mr. Speaker, 
to go into any tariff discussion now. Iam generally for free goods 
and against a tariff except that which will raise the most reve- 
nue in the way most readily collected. But whether we are for or 
against protective duties, so long as we have tariffs we should im- 
pose them on all alike, and should not let any man come here and try 
to persuade a committee that he has some desirable enterprise on 
foot which ought to be exempt from the general burdens. I have 
always held it a sound rale that no ship built abroad should be en- 
titled to come here and by special act and without paying duty get 
an American register, so long as foreign-built ships generally are ex- 
cluded from registry. I do not believe in legislation for individuals. 
It is partial and vicious, I believe only in general legislation ; legis- 
lation for public, not private, interests. When the time comes to 
take this restriction off all ships I shall be ready to favor it, but 
meantime when it is proposed to make a special exception in favor 
of a particular citizen, I am agaiust jt, 





Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will my colleague allow me ti 
him a question ? —_ 

Mr. POTTER. Certainly, if I have any time left. 

Mr. KENNA. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Ipqj., 
[Mr. HaNNa. nr 
Mr. HANNA. The gentlemen having charge of this matter aro, 
izens of my own district: General Daniel Macauley, a gallant go... 
and an active man, whom I have known for years, and Mr, Woodrat 
formerly a citizen of New York, who for years has been a resident oj 

Indianapolis. Now, as I understand, this substitute so changes ; 
original bill as not to make the Government responsible for the o. 
penditure of any moneys whatever. The simple question is whe+),. 
you will grant these two gentlemen the right to purchase a yo, 
suited to the wants and purposes for which they desire to use jt. 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to ask the gentleman a question rig; 
there ; why should these two gentlemen have this right more (), 
any other people in the United States ? 

Mr. KENNA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to answer that quest in, 
It is because we give advantages by this expedition for scientiii pur- 

ses, 

Mr. HANNA. Then why does the gentleman object to my amend. 
ment ? 

Mr. KENNA. I am not at liberty to accept any amendment, as {}y 
bill is reported from the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. HANNA. My feeling is to vote for the bill, and I do not ask 
this because it is in favor ofa gentleman residing in my district, \yt 
because it is reasonable. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. 1 will ask the gentleman from | 
diana what there is in the law to prevent these gentlemen fr 
chartering a foreign ship, taking her to a foreign port, and they 
bringing her back and letting her go ? 

Mr. HANNA. The chairman of the Committee on Commerce js 
more cowpetent to answer that question than I am. 

Mr. KENNA. We urge this bill because we do not propose to seni 
our Yankees abroad in pursuit of knowledge under a foreign flag, | 
insist upon the previous question. 

The question was taken; and on a division there were—ayes 1(\), 
noes 59. 

So the previous question was seconded, 

The main question was then ordered. 

The question was upon the substitute; and on a division there 
were—ayes 125, noes 85. 

So the substitute was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time 

Mr. KENNA. I demand the previous question on the passage of 
the bill. 

The question recurred on the passage of the bill; on a division 
there were—ayes 124, noes 56. 

Mr. WARD. Upon that question I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. POTTER. I call for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Porrer and Mr, KENNA were ap- 
pointed, 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 39, noes 146. 

So (one-fifth voting in favor thereof) the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I mo e to reconsider the vote by which the yeas 
and nays were ordered for’ the purpose of calling the attention of tly 
House to one point. 

Mr. CONGER. I make the point of order that the previous ques 
tion having been ordered, debate is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. CONGER. I object, then, to debate. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I do not see why I was not in order. _ 

Mr. TUCKER. I suggest to the Speaker that the morning hour 
has expired. 

The SPEAKER. But the previous question has been seconded. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to say a word only. bin. Fe 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from West Virginia yield! 

Mr. KENNA. For what purpose ? 

TheSPEAKER. To hear astatement from the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. KENNA. Can I do so without prejudice to the bill? ; 

The SPEAKER. The House is acting under the operation of the 
previous question. 

Mr. KENNA. Then'I do not see how I can yield. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can do it by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I object. ‘i 

Mr. GARFIELD. Then let the yeas and nays be taken; I with- 
draw the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. TUCKER. I call for the regular order. ; i 

The SPEAKER. Thisis the regular order; the House is operating 
under the previous question. a po 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 159, nays \”, 0" 
voting 34; as follows: 


| 

YEAS—159. 

| Aiken, Baker, William H. Benedict, Brewer, 
| Aldrich, Ballou, Blair, Bridges, 
| Bacon, Banning, Bliss, Briggs, 
| Bagley, Beebe, Bragg, Brogden, 


| Baker, John 1. Lell, Lrentano, Browne, 


avebs 
rittenden, 


nes, 


_ s, James L. 
Evins, John H. 
Ewing 

Felton, 

Finley 

Forney, 

Fort 

Foster, 


Bove ' 
aldwell, John W. 
sldwell, W. P. 


bittenden, 

lark, Alvah A. 
Clark, Rush 

larkof Missouri, 
Clarke of Keutacky, 
Clymer, 


Camp, 
Danford, 


Davis Joseph J. 


Franklin, 
Garth, 

Gibson, 
Glover, 

Goode, 

Hanna, 

Harris, Benj. W. 
Harris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 

llart, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Haskell, 
Hatcher, 
Hayes, 

Hendee, 

Henry, 
Herbert, 
Hubbell, 
Hungerford, 
Ilunter, 

Ittner, 

James, 

Jones, James T. 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 

Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Kenna, 
Ketcham, 
Knapp, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Leonard, 


Culbersen, 
Cutler, 
Davidson, 
Dickey, 
Durham, 
Errett, 
Evans, L. Newton 
Field, 
Freeman, 
Frye, 

Fuller, 
Gardner, 
Gartield, 
Gause, 
Giddings, 
Gunter, 

Hale, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harmer, 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
Hewitt, Abram S. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hiscock, 
House, 
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Lockwood, 
Loring, 

Mackey, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
Metcalfe, 

Mills, 

Monroe, 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Muldrow, 
Norcross, 
Overton, 

Page, 

Patterson, G. W. 
Patterson, T. M. 
Peddie, 
Phillips. 
Pellard, 

Pound, 

Price, 

; uinn, 

tainey, 

Rea, , 

Reagan, 

Reilly, 
Rice, William W. 
Riddle, 

Robbins, 

Roberts, 

Robinson, George D. 
Robinson, Milton 8. 


S—99. 


Humphrey, 
Ilunton, 
Jones, John 8S. 
Killinger, 
Knott, 
Landers, 
Ligon, 
Lindsey, 
Luttrell, 
Lynde, 
McKenzie, 
McKinley, 
Mitchell, 
Morse, 
Muller, 
Neal, 
Oliver, 
O'Neill, 
Phelps, 
Potter, 
Powers, 
Pridemore, 
Randolph, 
Reed, 
Rice, Americus V. 


NOT VOTING—H. 


Denison, 
Douglas, 
Eden, 
Hamilton, 
Henkle, 
Hooker, 
Jones, Frank 
Kelley, 
Kimmel, 


So the bill was passed. 
During the call of the roll the following announcements were made: 
I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Davis, of 
North Carolina, has been compelled to leave the House on account of 


Mr. YEATES. 


being unwell. 
Mr. COBB. 


Maish, 
Marsh, 
McMahon, 
Money, 
Pacheco, 
Pugh, 
Robertson, 
Toss, 


Sayler, 


Ryan, 
Sampson, 


Sapp, 

Selileic her, 
Sexton, 

Shelley, 
Singleton, 

Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Springer, 

Starin, 

Stephens, 

Stone, John W. 
Strait, 
Throckmorton, 
Tipton, 
Townsend, M. I. 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tacker, 

Turner, 

Vance, 

Van Vorhes, 
Waddell, 

Watson, 

White, Michael D. 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, Alpheus 8S. 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Willits, 

Wilson, 

Wren, 

Wright, 

Yeates, 


Scales, 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 
Slemons, 

Smitb, William E. 
Sparks, 

Steele, 

Stenger, 

Stewart, 

Stone, Joseph C. 
Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Townsend, Amos 
Turney, 

Wait, 

Walsh, 

Ward, 

Warner, 

White, Harry 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, James 
Willis, Albert 8. 
Wood. 


Southard, 

Swann, 

Veeder, 

Walker, 

Welch, 

Williams, Richard 
Young. 


I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. HAMILTON, 


has been confined to his room on account of illness since Friday last, 


and is now confined there, unable to be in his seat. 


My colleague 
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also desires me to state that if he had been in the House yesterday 
he would have voted against the motion to adjourn, pending the 
consideration of the subsidy resolution, and also would have voted 
for the resolution regarding subsidies and the Senate concurrent 
resolution in relation to the payment of Government bonds. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. SouTH- 
ARD, is absent on account of sickness in his family. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to amend the title so as to read: 

A bill to authorize the granting of an American register to a foreign-built ship, 
for the purpose of the Woodruff scientific expedition around the world. 

The amendment of the title was agreed to. 

Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the votes just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

Le latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and a joint reso- 
lution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same : 

A bill (S. No. 412) to punish embezzlement in the District of Co- 


a and to protect the records of said District, and for other 
JUTPOses 5 
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A bill (8. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of material for 
the public printing and binding; : 


A bill (H. R. No. 2013) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) accepting a painting tendered to 
Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
I now call for the regular order. 
I move that the House now adjourn. 


Mr. TUCKER. 
Mr. FINLEY. 


REVENUES OF THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Postmaster-General, transmitting the plan of A. Clif- 
ford Eskell for increasing the revenues of the Post-Oflice Depart- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on the Post-Oflfice and 
Post-Roads. 

COMPENSATION OF INSPECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting a copy of a letter from the Com- 
missioner of Customs, proposing an alteration of certain sections of 
the Revised Statutes fixing the compensation of inspectors of cus- 
toms; which was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


IMPROVED ILLUMINATING GAS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting the memorial of James Crutchitt, 
of Philadelphia, ofiering to place at the disposal of the Government, 
for use in public buildings in Washington, an improvement in the 
manufacture of illuminating gas; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


CORRECTION OF ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. REAGAN. In the enrolled copy of the bill (H. R. No. 2479) 
for the removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Ar- 
kansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the public prop- 
erty, in the phrase “to be expended under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War” the preposition “in” is used instead of the word 
“under.” I ask unanimous consent that the word “in” be changed 
to “ under.” 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

JOHN W. M’GEE. 
Mr. VAN VORHES asked and obtained unanimous consent for the 


withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers in the case of 
John W. McGee, no adverse report having been made. 
LEAVE TO PRINT. 

Mr. HOUSE asked and obtained leave to have printed in the Rrc- 
ORD, as a portion of the debates of the House, some remarks which 
he had prepared upon the subject of the tax upon tobacco. [See 
Appendix. } 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. FINLEY was granted leave of absence for one day. 


CLERKS FOR INVESTIGATING COMMITTEES, 

Mr. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ac- 
counts: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the severai Departments be 


authorized to employ a clerk for each committee, pending the investigations 
which said committees may institute under the rules and resolutions of the House. 


CALLING OF THE YEAS AND NAYS, 
Mr. STEELE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res 
olution ; which was read, and referred to the Committee on the Rules: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be instructed to inquire into the propri- 
ety of providing by rule that when the yeas and nays are ordered on any question 
the Clerk in calling the roll shall omit the given names of the members, except in 
those cases where there are more than one member having the same name. 


THOMAS W. SEGAR. 


Mr. CABELL, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on War 
Claims, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 520) for the relief of Thomas 
W. Segar, of Illinois, and moved that the committee be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that the same be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, not to be brought back into the House 
on a motion to reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

Mr. PAGE. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [ Mr. FINLEY, } that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. TUCKER. I suppose the unfinished business will come up to- 
morrow. 

The SPEAKER. It will. By unanimous consent it was agreed by 
the House that the unfinished business should lose none of its rights 
by reason of the intervention of the morning hour. 

The motion of Mr. FINLEY was then agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o’clock and ten minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
nuder the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petitions of R. W. McCready, and of H. 
W. Grubbs and 47 other employés of cork manufacturers, of Chicago, 
Illinois, against any change in the duty on corks—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BACON: The petition of Verlinda Davis, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BAGLEY: The petition of Little Falls Knitting Mill Com- 
pany of New York, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thor- 
oughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: The petition of Seymour (Indiana) Woolen 
Mills Company, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: Twopetitionsfrom citizens of Kentucky, for 
a reduction of the tax on whisky—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Owen County, Kentucky, for a re- 
duction of the tax on tobacco—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BLAIR: Three petitions of citizens of Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, for an extension of the Capitol grounds east, and 
for the erection of aCongressional Library thereon—to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. BOUCK: The petition of Oneida Indians, for relief—to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BROGDEN: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. 8. A. Car- 
raway—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CLAFLIN: Papers relating to the pension claim of Clara 
L. Attleton—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of C. W. G. Bryeer and other work- 
ingmen, of Fall River, Massachusetts, of similar import—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petitions of Waterhouse Brothers and other 
manufacturers, of Passaic, New Jersey, and of Hamilton & Boothe 
and other manufacturers, of Paterson and Newark, New Jersey, that 
tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly examined—to the 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of A. W. Blake and others, of Passaic, New Jer- 
sey, against any reduction of the tariff and against the imposition of 
o tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: Resolutions of the Legislature of 
California, requesting the construction of a new post-office building 
in the city of San Francisco—to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of California, for an extension 
of postal facilities in the city of Oakland, California—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DENISON: The petition of Lorenzo Streeter and 68 other 
workingmen, of Springfield, Vermont, against a reduction of tariff 
duties and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: The petition of Roane Iron Company and 
other manufacturers at Chattanooga, Tennessee, against any change 
in tariff duties until thoroughly investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. EAMES: The memorial of William Langhoff and others, of 
Providence, Rhode Island, against any reduction of duties which pro- 
tect labor and against imposing a tax on tea and coffee—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: Memorial of the State grange of Michigan, 
for the prevention of blackmailing on the part of patentees—to the 
Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of C. C. Baer and other tobacco 
manufacturers of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, that their interests may 
be protected in any new adjustment of taxes—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Gay and 64 other citizens of Allegheny 
County, Pennsylvania, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FENN: The petition of John J. Manuel, for military trans- 
portation for himself and family from Camp Howard, Idaho Territory, 
to Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, he having been wounded and his 
property destroyed by hostile Indians—to the Committe on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of 12 citizens of Andover, Ohio, 
against the reduction of tariff on woolen goods—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr.GAUSE: Papers relating to the claim of the Fourth Arkan- 
sas Mounted Infantry Volunteers—to the Committee on Military Af- 
tairs. 

By Mr. HARMER: Resolutions adopted at a meeting of tobacco 
dealers in Philadelphia, opposing any change in the present rate of 
tax on tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, two petitions from workingmen of Philadelphia, against any 
reduction of duties which protect their labor—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Memorial of the Kansas State Horticultural 
Society, on the subject of forestry—to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Edwardsville, Kansas, for the repeal] 
of the resumption act, and the remonetization of silver—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, 


By Mr. HOUSE: Papers relating to the claim of J. W, Lay 
to the Committee on War Claims. ; 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of Ellen G 8] 
ker—to the same committee. F " 

By Mr. KEIFER: The petition of John Purcell, 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: Two petitions of farmers of Mj, 
for the retention of the present iow on wool—to the Comm 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KIMMEL: Papers relating to the pension claim of Mp, 
Jane Moore—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, =F 

By Mr. KNOTT: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of Albert 
V. Conway, trustee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

By Mr. MARTIN: Papers relating to the claim of Allen (. Ham- 
mond—to the Committee on War Claims. we 

By Mr. MCGOWAN: Resolutions of the State Grange of Michigan 
favoring the building of a ship-canal across the said State—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the State Grange of Michigan, favoring the 
to protect purchasers of patented articles—to the Committe on 

atents. 

Also, the petition of the board of supervisors of Calhoun County 
Michigan, that the tariff be retained on raw wool—to the Committe: 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, tweive petitions from 795 citizens of Michigan, that the tari? 
be retained on raw wool and copper—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY: The petition of John Platt and others, work. 
ingmen of Salem, Ohio, against any reduction of duties which pro- 
tect their labor, and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PAGE: Resolutions of the Legislature of California, iy 
reference to a post-office building in the city of San Franciseo—to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of California, in reference to a 
free delivery of mail matter in Oakland, California—to the Comwit- 
tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of the Sea and Land Presbyterian 
chureh, of New York, for a commission of inquiry conceruing the 
alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of Hawkins, 
West & Co., manufacturers, at Dalton, Massachusetts, that tarit! 
duties remain unchanged until thoroughly examined—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 124 workingmen 
of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, against a reduction of the pres- 
ent tariff and against the imposition of a duty on tea and cofiee—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD: The petition of L. P. Marsh and 42 other 
citizens of Zanesville, Ohio, against the reduction of the duty on 
paving and flooring tiling—to the same committee. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of 8,500 citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, for a law preventing discriminations in freights by railroads—to 
the Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. WELCH: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of Louis 
J. Boyer—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: Memorialof the common council, 
of Racine, Wisconsin, for the establishment of a lake coast-light and 
fog-signal station on Racine Point, Lake Michigan—to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Also, memorial of the common council of Racine, Wisconsin, for 
an appropriation of $30,000 to improve the harbor at that place—to 
the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Robert Butcher and 48 other citizens of Ke- 
nosha County, Wisconsin, that the tax on tobacco be reduced from 
twenty-four to twelve cents per pound—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Also, the petition of residents of Racine, Wisconsin, for an exten- 
sion of north harbor pier at Racine, and that a light-house be built 
on the point north of Racine Harbor—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of Mrs. Margaret J. 
Lovell, for an increase of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Alexander Hoogland—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Gheens & Co. and other grocers and dealers in 
sugar in Louisville, Kentucky, for a change in the manner of 1mpos- 
ing tariff duties on sugar—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, January 30, 1878. 


Prayer by Rev. Tuomas G. App1son, D. D., of Washington City: 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MERRIMON presented the petition of T. A. Henry and others, 
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py of New Berne, Craven County, North Carolina, praying Con- 
a to make an appropriation for the purpose of purchasing a build- 
jug in that city suitable fora post-oflice, custom-house, United States 
jart-house, and other Government offices; which was referred to 
a Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I present also the memorial of seventy-three, I 


| think, ont of the eighty-two members of the Bar Association of the 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, I present the petition of between | 


one and two hundred citizens of Sistersville, West Virginia, praying 
that in the revision of the tariff no injustice shall be done the labor- 
ing classes and that no reduction shall take place which would injure 
that class of people. I move its reference to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. an 

Mr, OGLESBY presented the petition of Charles P. Choteau, sur- 
viving partner of the late firm of Choteau, Harrison & Vallé, of 
<aint Louis, Missouri, praying for the payment of a balance due for 
constructing the monitor Etlah; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. a ‘ : 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the petition of R. Harvey, Westley 
Canady, and other citizens of Davis City, lowa, praying for the ap- 
pointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traflie; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 5 

He also presented the petition of O. P. Shiras and others, citizens of 
Dubuque, lowa, praying for an increase of the pensions of oflicers and 
soldiers of the war of 1812; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


He also presented the petition of Nicholas Strile, residing at the | 


Soldiers’ National Home, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, praying to be rein- 


stated as a pensioner; which was réferred to the Committee on Pen- | 


sions. 

He also presented the memorial of K. J. Fleck and others, citizens 
of Clayton County, lowa; the memorial of J. F. Mayer and others, 
citizens of Clayton County, Iowa; the memorial of Charles I’. Gates 
and others, citizens of Scott County, lowa; and the memorial of 
August Hoase, remonstrating against the passage of the bill (H. R. 
No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar and 
to restore its legal-tender character; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of Charles | 


Doble and 124 others, workingmen, of Lancaster County, Pennsylva- 


others, citizens of Richland, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufact- 


ure of domestic goods; the memorialof Henry Holmes and 34 others, | 


workingmen, of Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of ingrain 
carpets; the memorial of Milton H. Mohr and 106 others, citizens of 


in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of glue, 
paper, &c.; the memorial of Matthew Smith and 64 others, working- 
men, of Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture 
of hoop-iron; the memorial of H. F. Glenn and 145 others, of Colum- 
bia County, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of railroad 
cars, &c.; and the memorial of George W. Stone and 222 others, of 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of pig-iron, 


&c., remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports and | 
against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which | 


were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented the petition of William Clark & Co. and 14 
other tirms of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, manufacturers of hoop-iron, 


praying for an increase in the tariff on hoop-iron; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. PADDOCK presented the peti‘ion of Charles P. Birkett, United | 


States Indian agent, praying to be reimbursed certain moneys ex- 
pended by him as Indian agent, as certified by the Second Auditor of 


the Treasury on an examination of his accounts ; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. FERRY presented a memorial of E. E. Palmer and others, of | 
Pentwater, Michigan, engaged in the manufacture of lumber, laths, | 


&c., remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports and 


against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I 
Garbanati, and several other citizens of the Territory of Wyoming, 
ov the subject of certain legislation taken by the Legislative Assem- 


bly of that Territory in respect of its judiciary establishment, growing | injury was the result of a fall while on picket duty in the night-time at Norfolk, 


out of the appointment of one William Ware Peck to be an associate 


justice in that Territory. The memorial sets forth that Mr. Peck, | 


being supported by and in sympathy with a large majority of the 
tax-payers and respectable citizens of the counties to which he was 
assigned, administered justice rather to the detriment of the gam- 
blers and saloou-keepers and other evil-disposed persons, and that 
through undue influence, thereupon, these persons got the Legisla- 
ture ot Wyoming Territory, under an act of Congress which is said 








‘» authorize the territorial Legislature to make such an assigninent, | 


to assign him to two counties of the Territory unorganized and un- 
inhabited, except by Indians; and they ask that Congress will take 
means to vindicate its own authority and the appointments of the 
President and the Senate, and to protect them ¢ gainst the operations 
of these other versons, Whom they consider to be injurious to the 
peace and g order of society. I move the reference of the memo- 
rial to the Committee on the Judiciary. 





| closed by the records of that office to another office. 


District of Columbia, referring to the bills now pending in Congress 
for the reorganization of the judiciary of the District, and setting 
forth that the efficient and expeditious administration of justice in 
the District req uires the passage of some bill of the character they 
have referred to. That matter is before the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and I move that this memorial be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of Edward F. Davis and 
over 600 citizens of Richardson County, Nebraska, praying for the 
remonetization of silver and its unrestricted coinage, and for the re- 


| peal of the resumption act and the act creating the national banks; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. WITHERS presented the memorial of Ephraim Ryan and 82 
workingmen, residing at Liberty Furnace, Virginia, engaged in the 


| manufacture of iron, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties 


on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and 
coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BARNUM presented the petition of the National Capital In- 
surance Company of the District of Columbia, praying that Congress 
take no action concerning the repeal of their charter until the com- 
pany can be heard on the subject ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MCPHERSON presented the petition of Hamil & Booth and 
others, manufacturers of silk, flax, &c., of Paterson and Newark, New 
Jersey, and the petition of P. Hayden and others, manufacturers of 
silk, &c., of Newark, New Jersey, praying that Congress will take no 
action concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall 


| have ascertained by official inquiry the condition of the industries 


of the country and that the nature of the proposed legislation is 
such as in the opinion of practical business men would best promote 
the restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of Peter Allen and others, working- 
men, of Paterson, New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture ofsilk, and 
the memorial of Charles A. Edwards and others, workingmen, of New- 


| ark, New Jersey, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on 
nia. engaged in mining, &c.; the memorial of W. E. Bishop and 40 


imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; 
which were reterred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. INGALLS. I present the petition of the register and the re- 


| ceiver of the United States land-oflice at Larned, Pawnee County, 
| Kansas, and sundry other citizens of that county, praying for an 
Aineyville, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of pig-iron; | 
the memorial of Robert Robinson and others, workingmen, residing | 


amendment to the homestead and pre-emption laws. I move its ref- 


erence to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CLERICAL FORCE. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask to have read acommunication from the Pension 
Office and a very brief letter, not in the form of a petition but in 
substance a petition, on an important matter, to be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the communica- 
tion, if there be no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

INVALID Division, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, PENSION OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 19, 1878. 

Sir: In reply to your inquiry relative to the increase pension claim No. 53175 of 
Leander Richards you are informed that it awaits a report from the Surgeon-Gen 
eral as to the injury to hip, who was called upon for the same December 4, 1877 

Owing to the lack of clerical force in that oflice a report will not, in its regular 
order, be received before March 1, 1879, when the furvher requirements in said 
case, if any, will be stated. 

Very respectfully, 
J. A. BENTLEY, 


Commissiwner. 


G. H. EsTabrook, ee. 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 


Worcester, January 21, 1878. 
Dear Sir: I received a circular from Washington this morning in the applica 


r | tion of Leander Richards for increase pension which I herewith inclose for your 
resent the memorial of Alfred G. Lee, Henry | 


perusal. ; 
Mr. Richards says you are acquainted with him and will do what you can to help 
him. 

He is certainly in a bad condition and needs the help afforded by a pension. His 
Virginia, which partially paralyzed his shoulder and injured his hip and back. 
Rheumatisin followed and he now is totally disabled and suffers much. It seems 
wrong to make parties wait as this circular indicates. Mr. R. says if he is to be 
helped he should like it before he dies; that he does not expect to live long any 
w 


ay. 
I will leave the matter in your hands with one additional statement, namely, that 
I have other cases who are put off in like manner. 

Hoping the Surgeon-General will be supplied with all necessary help, I remain 
| yours, 


G. H. ESTABROOK. 
Hon. G. F. Hoar. 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, it appears from this official communi- 
cation from the Pension Oflice that one step which is essential in 


| ascertaining the title of a soldier totally disabled to his pension re- 


quires a delay at least from the 4th of December, 1577, to March 15, 
1279, a period of some fifteen or sixteen months, on the ground that 
there is no clerical force sufficient to ascertain and report a fact dis- 


I can conceive 
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very few things which can be more disgraceful to the United States 
Government than the penury in making sufficient appropriations for 
the discharge of its duty to the invalid soldiers of the country which 
is disclosed by this official statement from the Pension Office. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I wish to say a word on this sub- 
ject. IT have a similar official communication received this morning, 
I think (1 am sorry it is not on my desk) from the Pension Office, 
which sets forth a similar case, except only it is a year older. It 
was sent to the Surgeon-General’s Office in 1576, and this pensioner 
(assuming that he has a good case, which of course I know nothing 
about) has been suffered to go hungry for just about two years now, 
as the consequence apparently—I have not made inquiry of the Sur- 
geon-General’s Office to know how it is, but as the apparent conse- 
quence of that great economy that a certain new political order of 
things is to bring to the people for the benefit of the defenders of 
the nation’s honor and of the tax-payers; and this is a very good 
instance of it. 

Mr. INGALLS. The papers filed by the Senator from Massachn- 
setts, and the remarks that have followed from that Senator and the 
Senator from Vermont, offer me the opportunity of making a few 
observations that are due to the Senate in behalf of the Committee 
on Pensions. We have before us at the present time a very large 
number of cases, original and by transmission from the House of 
Representatives. In the examination of those cases, it is necessary 


in the first place to ascertain the military history of the claimant; - 


in the second place, to learn from the Surgeon-General’s Office the 
medical history of the applicant, so far as his wounds and other disa- 
bilities are concerned. We cannot proceed a step further until these 
preliminaries have been complied with, in the first place the fact of 
service, and, in the second place, the fact of disability. The records 
of disabilities and of hospital treatment are in the office of the Sur- 
yeon-General; and in consequence of the parsimony, or frugality, or 
economy, or penury, as the Senator from Massachusetts defines it, of 
the powers that make appropriations, it is a fact that when a request 
is transmitted to the Surgeon-General for information touching the 
disability, or illness, or hospital treatment of any man who has been 
in the military service of the United States, it requires a period of 
sixteen months, in the regular course of the business of that office, 
before an answer can be obtained to the inquiry. That is to say, 
if to-day an application is made to the Surgeon-General for informa- 
tion touching the medical record of a soldier, it would emerge from 
the office and we should receive the information some time about the 
middle of the year 1879. As that soldier has stated in his letter, it is 
very desirable for him to obtain a pension, if he is to have it at all, 
while he lives. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Before he dies of starvation. 

Mr. INGALLS. Yes, sir. I believe that the beneficence of the 
pension department of this Government does not extend beyond the 
grave. Of course the survivors of a deceased soldier may receive the 
benefits of the pension law, but these men who have been wounded 
or disabled by disease of course desire to receive the benefits of the 
pension law while they are alive. This is one of the most crying and 
flagrant outrages and abuses, verging very close upon crime, that has 
left one department of this Government in the condition that it is in 
to-day, so far as one very important and very deserving class of citi- 
zens of this country is concerned, 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the Senator from Kansas 
if he means to say that when a communication is sent from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions to the Surgeon-General’s Office it requires sixteen 
months to get an answer from that office to the inquiry made by a 
Senate committee. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator does not understand me to say so. 
If he does he understands me wrongly. I say if the application fol- 
lowed the ordinary course of business. It is true that in the majority 
of cases we receive information, but the Surgeon-General advises 
us that it is to the displacement of cases of equal importance and 
equal merit; so that whenever we make an application for informa- 
tion, if we obtain it in less than sixteen months we do it to the det- 
riment of some man who is equally deserving. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Then I ask the Senator from Kansas—— 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Delaware will permit me—— 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Permit me to ask a question of the Senator 
from Kansas. I ask how long that has been the condition of things 
in that office ? 

Mr. INGALLS. It has been the condition of things for more than 
two years to my knowledge. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Then I have to say that the criticism of the 
Senator from Vermont, which attributed it to the economy of a cer- 
tain political party is not correct. The economy exercised by the 
democratic party in the curtailment of the clerical ferce of the De- 
partments occurred within two years; and if this condition of affairs 
existed prior to that time, it is not because of the economy exhibited 
by the democratic party. 

Mr. INGALLS. Iam not here for the purpose of making any par- 
tisan accusations. This goes far beyond that. Ido not say that it 
is the fault of the democratic party or of the republican party, but 
the difficulty has originated within the period when these evangels 
of reform have first begun their labors. I do not say that the re- 
sponsibility rests with one party or the other, but the cifficulty exists, 
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and it is a wrong, and as I said before, in my opinion it vercos . 
close upon a crime. one 

Mr. HAMLIN obtained the floor. 

Mr. WITHERS. Will the Senator from Kansas permit me \ 
a suggestion to himt OEEESS me Commas 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair has recognized the Ser 
from Maine. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I want to make a suggestion myself. 

Mr. WITHERS. Very good. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senatorfrom Maine has been on the floor fy 
some time. a 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will not occupy the floor a long while. I beljoy, 
it is my usual habit to be very brief. I want first to thank the So. 
ator from Massachusetts for inviting the attention of the Senate to 
the condition of things existing at the Surgeon-General’s Office. [ hays 
been provoked on several occasions myself to do it, but I did not seem 
to have the precise condition of things around me to lead me to do 
so. I have had precisely the same experience that other Senators 
have stated here, and I think I have done what I have yet heard no 
other Senator state. I went to the Surgeon-General’s Office myses 
feeling an interest in a particular case to which my attention was 
invited, and knowing personally the condition in which the soldier 
was and that he must receive his pension, if entitled to it, within q 
short period or surely he would receive it not at all. I took the pains 
to go to the office of the Surgeon-General and confer with him jp ro. 
lation to the matter, and subsequent to that period I have received 
some half dozen communications from the Pension Office, all narrat- 
ing the same condition of things, to wit, that the Surgeon-CGeneral js 
from twelve to sixteen months behind. The Surgeon-General told 
me himself that he used every particle of force he had in his office to 
use, and he was delayed only because he had not the force with 
which to do the work. 

I am not able to state when the law was passed; the chairman of 
the Committee on Pensions may; but it was deemed prudent and 
wise that this examination should be made by the Surgeon-General 
for the protection of the Government. I apprehend, however, it was 
never contemplated that it was to lead to a delay which should he 
almost a denial of justice. As the cases began to accunilate the 
delay began to lengthen; and if the delay be twelve monthis to-day, 
unless there be a remedy furnished, it will be eighteen months next 
year, because the accumulation of business far exceeds their ability 
to discharge the applications that are made to them. For the tirst 
six months, with a limite force, they might have reached the cases 
that had been referred to the office; but failing to keep up, the ac- 
cumulation increases, and if it were, as I think, only about twelve 
months behind at the last session of Congress, it will be eighteen 
months behind at this session. I hope the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions will give the matter his prompt attention. I know 
his promptness in all matters, and I think the country has a right to 
demand that a remedy shall be applied in these cases, and every borly 
will say that it is right. 

Mr. INGALLS. r. President, I desire to make one observation 
further upon this subject. At the present time there are pending 
before the Pension Bureau between sixty-nine thousand and seventy 
thousand unadjusted cases of claims for pensions. That number is 
continually increasing, and the pension department and the Commit- 
tee on Pensions are both subjected to continual censure for delay for 
which they are neither of them in any just sense whatever respon- 
sible. 

I have called the attention of the Senate to this matter upon every 
occasion when I could properly do so. 

There has never been an appropriation bill before the Senate when 
the subject of additional assistance to the Surgeon-General was under 
discussion that I have not asked that the clerical force might be given 
to enable this very important branch of the public service to be prop- 
erly administered, and I take this occasion to make these remarks in 
order to exonerate the Committee on Pensions from the seeming pro- 
crastination and delay that have in many cases characterized their 
action, but for which they are not responsible. : 

Mr. WITHERS. Mr. President, as a member of the Committee on 
Pensions, I wish to add a word to what has been said by the chair- 
man of that committee, and so well said, and also to say a word in 
defense of the political party with which I am connected from the 
quasi criticism upon their action in the line of economy. 

The accurate and full examination of the medical history of these 
pension cases is indispensable as a protection against frand. One 
reason why this accumulation is so progressive is that the decision of 
an application for a pension by Congress itself is no end of the case. 
These cases, when once rejected, come here again session after ses 
sion, are renewed, requiring the same character of investigation ! 
the Department, requiring the lapse of time to procure the necessary 
evidence of the history of the case; and thus it is that these acct 
mulations occur. 

My recollection is, so far as regards the economy that has been !0- 
angurated by the party with which I have been connected, as +f 
plied to the force of the Surgeon-General's Office, that no particle o 
economy in the way of cutting down employés in that oflice has 
occurred. 

Mr.EDMUNDS. May I suggest to the Senator, as I have no aout 
he means to be just in the defense of his party, that the course ust 
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\. when there were more clerks in the War Department, that if 
eine ne of its bureaus, the Surgeon-General’s Office, the Adjutant- 
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veney of help, other help was got within the same Department by 
ordering clerks to be detailed. Now this spasm of so-called but very 
false economy, in my opinion, has cut down the general clerical force 
of the War Department within the last two or three years toa very 
large degree, and it has had its effect upon the capacity of the Sur- 
«pon-General’s Office to get off the business. . 

*'Mr. WITHERS. The clerical force in the War Department has 
been eut down asa whole, but the clerical force of the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral’s Office, according to my recollection, and Tam sustained in it by 
the recollection of other members of the Appropriation Committee, 
was not reduced ; on the contrary it was somewhat increased, and 
for the purpose of facilitating the examination of these pension 
claims. To that extent, therefore, I wished to say a word in defense 
of the democratic party, and the policy it has pursued, from the criti- 
cisms made upon it on the other side of the Chamber. ad ; 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, I came in after this discussion 
commenced. I know nothing about any party aspects it has or can 
have, and in view of the interest that I think ought to be subserved, 
| care but very little. Asa member of the Committee on Pensions, 
however, there has reached me a volume of information from various 
nartsof the country that has impressed me most deeply of doing 
something to cure an outrage upon a most meritorions class of our 
citizens. There is such delay in regard to applications for pensions 
as amounts to a denial of justice by this Government—an absolute 
denial of What we pretend shall be extended to this class of citizens 
who are under our care. There is not a day that does not bring to 
we in my wail complaints well founded that I cannot respond to ex- 
cept by admitting that fact and saying to the writers that I have no 
power to assist them. I have gone to every place where these duties 
are to be performed, the Pension Office, the Surgeon-General’s Office 
vnd everywhere else, without the possibility of obtaining relief for 
these applicants; and I wish to say to the Senate this morning that 
this grievance has become so great that it would properly call for a 
committee of investigation to see whether these bureaus are doing 
their duty with the foree at their disposal, or whether they really 
merit and require a greater force. If they require more force, the 
Congress of the United States ought to give it to them without one 
moment’s delay and without any question upon the subject of econ- 
omy. There is no economy like that of doing exactly our duty by 
our own people. 

| have no practical remarks to submit this morning as to the mode 
of reaching this question ; but while listening to the suggestions 
made by others the thought came into my mind that this matter 
ought to be investigated. When the claims of pensioners are behind 
ayear anda half or two years in their examivation, the fact calls for 
an intelligent observation of the situation; and either the Committee 
on Pensions or a special committee ought to investigate the Pension 
Kureau and inquire as to the number of clerks, the force at their 
disposal, the condition of the business, whose fault it is, and so as to 
the Surgeon-General’s Office. We could thus see whether they need 
more assistance, and if they do, give it tothem; and if they do not, 
and are not doing their duty, let them be held to a strict accounta- 
bility, for this is an absolute grievance to my personal knowledge 
that onght to be redressed. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. Mr. President, in view of some remarks which 
dropped from the Senator from Indiana in reference to the action of 
the Pension Bureau and the Surgeon-General’s Office, I would say 
that Ihave had much experience in visiting those departments and 
looking after pension cases, and as far as my knowledge goes I feel 
that they are using due diligence and are using all the force in fact 
at theirecommand for the performance of the work which properly 
falls upon them. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If the Senator from Rhode Island will allow 
me, I wish to say that I have no reason to think otherwise than ac- 
cording to his statement, and had no intention of saying that they 
are not doing their duty fully. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I so understand the Senator from Indiana. I 
merely make this remark in view of the fact that I have been im- 
pressed with the belief that they are using the force to the best of 
their ability. I know of this evil probably more than any other Sen- 
ator, There is hardly any State of the Union from which some soldier 
‘loes not write to me daily on this subject, complaining of the delays 
in the settlement of their claims, and I think myself that if the matter 
was brought fairly before the two Houses of Congress members of both 
political parties would be willing at once to vote the necessary force 
required for the rapid prosecution of this work. These men should 
hot be delayed any longer in getting their just rights, and I am sure 
there is no Senator within the sound of my voice who is in the least 
lisposed to keep them out of their rights. I think a measure prop- 
erly drafted would meet the approval of the entire Senate. 

Mr. WINDOM. Mr. President, I wish to say a word in reference to 
the responsibility of the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate 
tor this condition of things. I have sent for the record showing the 
exact facts in the case and will have it in a few moments, I presume, 
| am quite certain it will be found on investigation that the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations have no share in this responsibility, 
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that they allowed for these two offices very nearly if not quite the 


| number of clerks recommended. 


1 want to say furthermore, in response to the remarks of the honor- 
able Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Witners, }that I chink the gentlemen 
representing another body who are charged with peculiar economy— 
and I have charged them with it myself perhaps as much as any- 
body—were somewhat more liberal with reference to these two oflices 
than to others. I think the cutting was not so severe either on the 
Surgeon General’s Office or the Adjutant-General’s Office; but I think 
he will find when we get the facts which I have sent for that even in 
these offices there was a considerable cutting below the actual num- 
ber required and even below the number reported by the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate. If 1 am wrong in that I shall cor- 
rect myself when the facts are received. 

The true explanation of the difficulty, I think, lies in the fact that 
there has been too severe cutting throughout the Department, that 
there are not clerks there to perform the duty and those needed were 
formerly assigned to duty from other branches. We have passed a 
provision in one of the appropriation bills authorizing a detail of clerks 
from other branches of the Department to perform the duties of the 
Surgeon-General’s Office and the Adjutant-General’s Office when re- 
quired; but the trouble is that the reduction of force has been so 
great in all the bureaus that there are no clerks to assign. I remem- 
ber that when we agreed to that provision I thought it amounted to 
nothing, and I believe that was the general impression, because there 
would be no surplus of clerks in any direction that could be assigned 
to that duty. 

I am extremely glad that the attention of the Senate has been called 
to this matter, and I hope the attention of the country will be at- 
tracted to it, so that when the next appropriation bill is before us 
we may allow to these offices all the force necessary. I was satistied 
that the force was deficient long ago, but I was unable through any 
efforts I could make to get it any larger than it is. I am satisfied 
that that was the feeling of all the members of the committee of the 
Senate of both parties; that they were anxicus to allow to these offices 
the full force necessary for the speedy transaction of their business. 
I want to say that that applies to every member of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, on both sides of this Chamber, and I 
think that, the attention of the country having been called to it, par- 
ticularly that of Congress having been called to it this morning, we 
shall have but little trouble in the next appropriation bill in having 
such an appropriation as will bring up this work as speedily as it can 
be done. I hope so at any rate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, my recollection as to 
the clerical force in the Pension Office and the Surgeon-General’s 
Office is the same as that of several other Senators who have spoken, 
that there was no reduction, no less number given them last year 
than they had had. I notice my friend from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNbDs] 
sniiling, but I want tosay a word now to him. I see from the House 
report in my hand, which I have sent for since this debate com- 
menced—I have not had time to put my band just on the exact place, 
but I know that I read it probably six months ago—the statement that 
one man, at least, by the name of Stiles, was detailed from the Pen- 
sion Office te act as secretary or clerk for the republican congres- 
sional committee located in this city, and for eight months, my ree- 
ollection is, the testimony states, the man drew his pay regularly 
from the Pension Bureau and did not perform a single hour’s work 
in the Pension Office. Another man, whose name I forget now, was 
away from the office several months—Caftrey, perhaps was the name 
and there were three in all, I understand, from the force detailed for 
the purpose of running what was known as the national congres- 
sional committee in this city. A friendsays, “of the republican party.” 
No one would ever think for a moment that it would be of any other 
party, so it was hardly necessary for me to say of what party it was. 
I know, as several Senators have stated, that the Pension Bureau is 
far behind what it ought to be in the examination of cases. 

The last report of the Coumissioner of Pensions will show that 
even last summer, and especially the summer before last, as every 
summer, there is a set of men, from one to five, detailed from that 
office to go out through the country, they say to hunt up fraudulent 
cases; but the testimony taken in this samo pamphlet, to which I 
have referred, shows that, instead of the clerks detailed from the 
office hunting up fraudulent cases, the papers come back as a rule 
just as they went ont, but these gentlemen go on pleasure excursions. 

I ain not speaking from any kuowledge of my owa; Lam speaking 
from the evidence taken by what is known as the Jenks committee 
of the House. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
ber and date. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Forty-fourth Congress, first session, 
Miscellaneous Document, No. 93, of the House. I agree that there 
should be more attention paid in the Pension Office to requests from 
pensioners themselves. I do not complain of the want of answers to 
anything I have sent, for they generally come pretty promptly; but 
the answer is generally, ‘“‘ We are sixteen or cighteen months behind ; 
we cannot examine cases as promptly as we should dv.” What Icom- 
plain of is that while that is the case, men are detailed from that 
office, as this report shows, for political purposes, and instead of 
working at their desks it is known that they are doing other work; 
and then in the summer details are made of gentlemen to go around 
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the country for the purpose, as they state, of hunting up fraudulent 
cases ; but very few are found of that class. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I should like to ask the Senator a question. I 
inquire whether he makes that charge in reference to that description 
of details against the present administration of the Pension Office ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Oh, no; not the present adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. PADDOCK. Or is it something antecedent ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Not the present officers of the De- 
partment. I do not think they have done it. This evidence was 
taken during the last Congress. 

Mr. PADDOCK. From the general and sweeping character of the 
Senator’s statement, the inference would be that it referred to the 
present administration of the Bureau. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have stated two or three times 
that this was in the Forty-fourth Congress, and I speak from the evi- 
dence in this pamphlet, not from my own knowledge. I know nothing 
of what was done last summer, but I believe the same details of clerks 
were made then to travel around through the country, and they were 
paid out of the Pension Bureau appropriations. It is a well-known fact 
that the man who went to Saint Louis in the whisky-fraud cases, a 
detective who went as it was said for the purpose of stealing papers 
or getting them in some way—I refer to the Babcock trial—was paid 
out of the funds of the Pension Office. We all know that to bea 
fact. Instead of the money appropriated for the office being ex- 
pended for the payment of clerks doing its work, it has been spent 
in other directions. I believe the chairman of the Committee on Pen- 
sions stated in the Senate not longer ago than last session that in 
his opinion one-fourth of the entire $28,000,000 appropriated to that 
Department was frandulently gotten out of it in some way by per- 
sons who were not justly entitled. From the examination I have 
made, Iam almost led to say that the chairman was pretty nearly 
right when he made that assertion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the Senator from West Virginia, 
in order to show that the wrongs to the soldier are not imputable to 
any lack of appropriations by Congress, says that here is a report of 
testimony taken by a committee of the House of Representatives 
which proves that one Stiles and some other people were detailed 
from the Pension Office in the year 1875 or 1876, or whatever the time 
was, for political purposes and were paid out of the public money. 
He says that no other party but the republican party would do that. 
It is not necessary to say that the democratic party would not do it. 
I think the Senator is perfectly correct about that. If the demo- 
cratic party, according tothe ancient history of the Government, had 
possession of the Pension Office, then there would be no such detail; 
it would be the regular work of the burean; nothing else would be 
done; and the history and the example of just this sort of evidence 
for the last twenty-five years before the war will bear out what I say, 
in round numbers. But that is a little wide of the mark. 

The Senator undertakes to excuse a palpable and gross violation of 
duty by Congress that has been pointed out over and over again in 
respect to these matters by showing, if it is shown, which this paper 
does not show, that certain abuses exist; but the committee do not 
say that the evidence convinces them that there is any such fact, but 
they have reported the testimony of a witness. That is all there is 
in this particular document. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator will allow me to say 
that I think on the first page he will see that the committee say such 
was the proof, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We shall see— 

Mr. Jenks, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the following 
testimony and statement. 

Well, here is the “ statement.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Now, will the Senator read that 
sentence and say what it ist 

Mr. EDMUNDS. “The pension service of the United States dis- 
burses annually $30,248,660.” 

That is the first statement, and then it goea on. As the Senator 
says he could not find the particular passage that he was looking for, 
1 do not know that I shall. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator just continue 
where he read from “ Mr. Jenks submitted ?” 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This must be what the Senator refers to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No; you have got a page too far 
ahead. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let mesee. I think this must be what the Sena- 
tor refers to: 


In the language of the late Commissioner, “ He and Stiles were so assigned, as 
that was customary, as understood by all parties, and hence was not considered 


improper.” 

That is, the statement was that inasmuch as the democratic party 
could not borrow the whole bureau like the republicans, they bor- 
rowed here and there a member of it. But, as I was saying, this is 
very wide of the point we have under consideration. 

The attention of Congress has session after session been called not 
only in respect of this particular Department but other Departments 
of the public service where the rights of citizens were involved to 
the fact that this so-called economy was cutting down the force be- 
yond the possibility of transacting the business of the Government 
in that prompt and efficient way that the public interest and private 
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republican Secretary, or two clerks or half adozen have been wroy,. 


fully taken out of the public service and applied to private ; é° 
poses and paid out of the public fands. I do not know whethe; aa 
is true or not. If it be true, I venture to say that it was the dune ob 
the House of Representatives on this evidence to have impeacl 3 
any Secretary of the Interior, any Commissioner of Pensions, o; ».,. 
other officer of the United States who was guilty in a single instar = 
of such conduct; and the fact that with such eminently patriots 
bodies as both Houses are nothing at all foll owed this statement gy, 
parently, furnishes pretty good evidence to me that when we ge 4 
the whole truth it would turn out to be different from this “x te 
ment,” as it is called. But I do not care whether it is or pot. That 
is not the point. If, as I say, any such thing occurred it onght t, 
have been punished promptly and severely ; but I do not see ¢] at 
that puts bread into the mouth of the soldier who is entitled to it if 
he has been wounded or diseased in the service of the country, and 
I do not see that it is an excuse to us for so reducing the force 
that what we have done amounts to leaving him to die in sorro 
and misery before his case can be disposed of. That is the point. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It will be recollected, Mr, Pres; 
dent, that I stated that there was in my opinion great delay and too 
much of it in the Pension Bureau. Ido not know whether it is tly 
fault of the bureau or whether it is the fault of having too few clerks, 
too little clerical assistance. I do not intend to answer that ques. 
tion, but 

Mr. SARGENT. Does not the Senator know that the force has 
been largely cut down within the last few years by Congress ! 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I thiuk not. 

Mr. SARGENT. I can show the Senator that it has been. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. My friend ought to be well posted, 
better than I, but I think he is mistaken in that. 

Mr. SARGENT. The record shows that I am not mistaken. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 1 have no objection to hearing it. 

Mr. SARGENT. In 1875 the force of the bureau was 159, al! told: 
in 1876, 169; in the bill for 1877, the estimate still being 169, it was 
cut down to 135; and in that for 1878 it was again cut down to 135, 
although the estimate was larger and the representations were that 
the extra force was absolutely needed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator tell us how much 
the reduction is? 

Mr. SARGENT. The difference between 135 and 169. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Since when? 

Mr. SARGENT. The present fiscal year and the last fiscal year. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. One hundred and sixty-nine. 

Mr. SARGENT. From one hundred and sixty-nine down to one 
hundred and thirty-five. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have not a word to say against 
the figures the Senator presents, but I think there must be some error 
in them. My impression is that there was no change there. 

But while we are on this pension matter let me say that the evi- 
dence to which I have pointed is positive on the point that there 
were three different men detailed from that office, notwithstanding 
that its work was so far behind, to do other service; and for eight 
months, at a salary of $100 a month, one man was paid who did no 
work whatever in the Department, but was detailed for the political 
duty I have spoken of. That fact cannot be got away from. 

Now, if more assistance is needed in that oflice upon investigation, 
let us grant it. The delay is great, too great; there ought to be more 
promptness; and I believe to-day, if the force in the Department 
was properly handled, we could in a great measure bring up the ar- 
rears. It has been the case for years, and yet we find each summer 
details from that office of men who travel over the country hunting 
up frandulent cases. ; 

Mr. WINDOM. Since I was on my feet before I have ascertained 
when the cut was made in that office, and I wish to give the facts to 
the Senate. As the Senator from California has just stated, the ap- 
propriation for 1876 was for one hundred and sixty-niue clerks for 
the Surgeon-General’s Office. For the year 1877 it was one hundred 
and thirty-five, a reduction of thirty-four. I think the Senate will 
remember how that reduction was made, I am quite sure the mem- 
bers of the Committee on Appropriations will when I refresh their 
recollection a moment. 

It will be remembered that the differences between the two Houses 
on the clerical force of all the Departments amounted to some twelve 
hundred or thirteen hundred clerkships. The committees of confer- 
ence were in session some six or seven weeks, and were unable to 
agree upon that subject. We could pass no bill, The session ¢& 
tended until the 15th of August. If 1 remember aright, after several 
conference committees had failed to agree, and it was evident that 
the bill could not pass at all unless a compromise was made, we 
adopted this device to bring about an agreement: we agreed that a 
certain deduction should be made 7 the aggregate clerical force 
in all the Departments, and the number which they were directed to 
reduce was handed to Secretary Morrill, then Secretary of the aye 
ury, formerly chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, and : 
was requested to confer with the other heads of Departments - 
ascertain how many they each could reduce, or what reduction = . 
be made in all the Departesenta. They did confer together, and they 
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oT al reduction was made; and in doing that, if I remember 


| that point. 


orizht, they did cut the Surgeon-General’s Office and the Adjutant- | 


General’s Office. It was during that contest, which will be remem- 
hered by the Senate very distinctly, that this reduction of thirty- 
five was made, and since then the force has not been increased. : 
“Mr. DORSEY. I will remind my colleague upon the Committee 
on Appropriations that the present Surgeon-General notified the 
committee at the time that it would be impossible for him to dis- 
charge the duties w ith the limited force allowed. 

Mr. WINDOM. Iam aware of that, but it was part of the agree- 
ment by which the bill passed. ‘ ; 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 

Mr. WINDOM. If the Senate will allow me a moment—I was cut 
off in the middle of a sentence. When the Senator from Arkansas 
arose I said there had been no increase since. That was not exactly 
true. There was an increase since that time, amounting to twenty 
details. Formerly nearly all the service in that Department was 
erformed by detail from the Army. We allowed twenty additional 
clerks to be made by detail from the Army at the last session. It is 
the only increase that has been made since the cut of 1876. 

The papers were referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Commissioner of Patents, communicating, in obedience to law, his 
anunal report of the transactions and condition of the Patent Office, 
with lists of patents and patentees ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Claims, reported a bill 
S. No. 633) for the relief of Robert Stevenson ; which was read twice 
by its title. 

‘He also, from the same committee, reported a bill (S. No. 634) for 
the relief of L. T. Green ; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committtee on Claims, to 

whom was referred the petition of Angeline Logan, of Van Buren, 
Arkansas, claiming compensation for services alleged to have been 
performed as laundress in a Federal hospital in Arkansas, submitted 
an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
committee were discharged from the further consideration of the 
vetition. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 199) for the relief of L. H. and G. C. Schneider, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam instructed by the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds to report a bill proposing an immediate appropria- 
tion of $20,000 for the continuation of the work upon the Capitol 
grounds, and I ask that it be referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, 

The bill (S. No. 635) for continuing the work of improving the 
Capitol grounds was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 


FREEDMAN’S BANK BUILDING. 


Mr. DAWES. I am also instructed by the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 557) 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase certain property 
of the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company for the use of the 
United States, and for other purposes, to report it back, and I should 
like to have it considered at the present time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid- 
eration of the bill? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. DAWES. I will state the reason—— 

Mr. COCKRELL, I shall object to its consideration this morning ; 
let it come up some other time. I want to examine the question. 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator from Missouri would allow me to 
state the reasons—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear reasons, so that they can 
be entered on the record. 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not know of any necessity for the immediate 
consideration of the bill this morning rather than within two or 
three days; but, if that will be sufficient for the Senator, I will state 
the reasons that render it necessary to act upon it very early, and I 
think that if the Senator listens to them he will not object to the 
consideration of the bill at the present time. 

The Senate is aware that the Senate committees are very much 
pressed for committee-rooms. There has been a trouble about the 
Senate for a good many years, increasing every year, to find accom- 
modation for the committees of the Senate ; and the Committee on 
1 ublie Buildings and Grounds were instructed by the Senate to make 
provision for the accommodation of the several committees who have 
tow no rooms at all and are unable to hold their meetings for the 
want of Tooms. There are nine committee-rooms belonging properly 
tothe Senate which are occupied by the Court of Claims. If the 


a - Claims were removed from them those rooms could be im- 
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would like to have this bill considered at an early day, for it includes 
If that will satisfy the Senator from Missouri to con 
sent to its consideration now, I will go on further; otherwise I will 
not. 

I will state at the proper time—it is not worth while to state them 
now unless the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill now, 
because all will have to be restated when this bill is considered—the 
reasons why it is eminently proper for Congress at this time to pur 
chase for the price named the property mentioned in this bill; but 
I will leave that, if the Senator from Missouri still objects, till some 
early time when I call up the bill. Ido not want to interfere with 
the time which belongs to the Senator from Michigan, [ Mr. Cuxis- 
TIANCY. } 

Will the Senator from Missouri still insist on further postpone- 
ment? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not want the bill acted on this morning. 

Mr. DAWES. Then I give notice tothe Senate that at a very early 
period I shall ask indulgence for the consideration of the bill prompted 
by a desire tofurnish increased accommodation for Senate committees. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill goes to the Calendar. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I ask leave to make a report from the Committee 
on Printing on a resolution which should be passed this morning. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved, That 500 additional copies of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the 
free coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore its legal tender character, 
with the proposed amendments, be printed for the use of the Senate 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GkorGre M. 
ApAMs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following 
bills; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1639) making an appropriation for pier-lights at 
the entrance of the jetties in the South Pass of the Mississippi River; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1928) to change the name of the steam-tug C. M. 
Whittaker to Caroline; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 2387) to authorize the granting of an American 
register to a foreign-built ship, for the purposes of the Woodrutf sci- 
entific expedition around the world. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a concur- 
rent resolution authorizing and directing the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives to correct an error in the enrollment of the bill (H.R. 
No. 2479) fur the removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the public prop- 
erty. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they 
were thereupon signed-by the Vice-President : 

A bill (S. No. 412) to punish embezzlement in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and to protect the records of said District, and for other pur- 
poses ; 

A bill (S. No. 461) to further regulate the purchase of material for 
the public printing and binding; 

A bill (H.R. No. 2013) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 
L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama; and 

A joint resolution (H.R. No. 83) accepting a painting tendered to 
Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 636) to secure service of process in United 
State courts in certain cases; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 637) for the relief of Joseph Rigby ; which 
was read twice by itstitle, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BARNUM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 638) for the relief of Perry P. Wilson; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 639) to authorize the Post- 
master-General to contract for ocean mail service; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 640) for the relief of Henson Wiseman ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 16) anthorizing the appointment of 
a commission of scientists to investigate and report upon the estab- 
lishment and location of an additional national observatory; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I submit in this connection a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and from Admiral Rodgers, Superintendent of the 
national observatory, and a number of professors, in support of this 
It is a subject to which reference was made at the time 
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eligible site in the District was considered, at which time I gave no- 
tice that I should at some futare time present this matter. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to have these papers printed. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I ask that the papers be printed, and that the 
resolution lie on the table for the present. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made. 

ERROR IN A BILL, 


Mr. MAXEY. The concurrent resolution which has just been pre- 
sented from the House of Representatives is to authorize the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills to change the word “in” to “ under.” It is 
necessary to put it on its passage. I ask that it be taken up and put 
on its passage at once, 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to consider the fol- 
lowing resolution from the House of Representatives : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring therein, ) That the 
Clerk of the House be authorized and directed in the enrollment of the act entitled 

An act for the removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, 
and Rod Rivers, and for the preservation of the public property,” to substitute the 
word * under" for the word “ in,” where it occurs in line 4, section 2 of the engrossed 
bill 

Several SENATORS. What does it mean? 

Mr. MAXEY ‘To make it read “under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War.” It now reads “in the direction of the Secretary of 
War.” 

Mr. SPENCER. Simply a grammatical error. 

Mr. MAXEY. It is a clerical error which ought to be corrected. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 

On motion of Mr. DORSEY, it was 

Ordrred, That the papers in the case of J. A. Stevenson be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Claims 

LAND IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Mr. VOORHEES submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That, if not incompatible with the public interests, the President be, 
and he is hereby, requested to inform the Senate how many acres of land in the 
Indian Territory have been sarveyed into sections and quarter sections, for what 
purpose said survey has been made, and how much land remains in said Territory 
not surveyed; also what amount of lands was owned by the several tribes of 
Indians ee to the treaties of 1°66, and whether the Indian title to any of 
such lands has been extinguished since said treaties were made, and, if so, to what 
extent and for what consideration. 

EMPLOYMENT OF A MESSENGER. 

On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, it was 

Ordered, That the select committee to take into consideration the state of the 
law respecting the ascertaining and declaration of the result of the elections of 


President and Vice-President of the United States be authorized to employ a mes 
seuger, 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Representatives were sever- 
ally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce : 

A bill (HL. R. No. 1639) making an appropriation for pier-lights at 
the entrance of the jetties in the South Pass of the Mississippi 
River ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1928) to change the name of the steam-tug C. 
M. Whittaker to Caroline; and 

A bill CH. R. No. 2887) to authorize the granting of an American 


register to a foreign-built ship for the purposes of the Woodruff 


scientific expedition around the world. 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the 
standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, I send to the desk an amend- 
ment to the silver bill so called, and ask that it may be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Michigan gives notice 
of an amendment to the pending bill, which will be read for infor- 
mation, 

The Cuter CLerk. The proposed amendment is to strike out all 
after the enacting clause of the bill and insert: 

That there shall be coined at the mints of the United States silver dollars of the 
weight of 434 grains troy, of the fineness of nine-tenths pure silver to one-tenth 
of alloy, with the devices and superscriptions provided by the act of Congress 
of January 14, 1°37, which shall be a legal condor at their nominal value for all 
debts and dues, public and private, except when otherwise provided by law or by 
contract. And the Secretary of the Treasury is cuthadient and directed, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to purchase from time to 
time silver bullion at the then market price thereof, not less than $2,000,000 per 
month nor more than $4,000,000 per month, and cause the same to be coined into 
such dollars. And any gain arising from such purchase and coinage shall be aec- 
counted for and paid into the Treasury as — under existing laws relative 
to the subsidiary coinage: Provided, That the amount of money at any one time 
invested in such silver, exclusive of such resulting coin, shall not exceed $5,000,000: 
ind provided further, That this act shall remain in force only one year from its 
passage, unless renewed or re-enacted by Congress. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. This amendment will be printed and lie 
on the table subject to the call of the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, 1 am net opposed to the in- 
troduction of the silver dellar into our currency. I am not opposed 
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to making silver a legar tender to any amount, in any way w) 
shall be equally just to the debtor and the creditor, and whi: 
same time will not make one of the metals expel the other 
culation. The argument which I am about to submit is one wh;.) 
was prepared some two weeks since in anticipation of an earl : 
close of the discussion on the resolution of the Senator from faa 
{Mr. MATTHEWS.] Since that time there has been much disens:.. 
and I have been anticipated upon many points, but as a whole it w 
be necessary that I should proceed in the order which 
nally arranged. 

Mr. President, we have heard this silver question argued here ts 
manner which seems to take it for granted that the stagnation of 
trade, the depression in business, the want of employment of Jal. 
ers; in short, that the hard times in this country since 1373. with all 
that this term implies, had been produced by what is called the do. 
monetization of silver in 1873, by the act of that year dis: ontinuit r 
the coinage of the silver dollar. And yet we all know; every man 
in the country who knows anything whatever of our currency at that 
time knows, that there were no silver dollars then circulating in oy; 
country, and, practically speaking, there had been none for more thay 
a quarter of a century ; that the dollar had been about as thorough]; 
demonetized by the coinage act of 1853 as by that of 1873; that ovr 
currency in 1873 consisted of Treasury notes or greenbacks and ta 
tional-bank notes secured by Government bonds; in short, of paper 
currency and of gold; the latter mainly confined to payment of ens. 
toms duties and interest on the public debt, the silver dollar being 
then worth more than the gold dollar and consequently driven out of 
circulation by it. So that the object of demonetizing silver at that 
time was not to make the people pay more, but rather to pay less to 
the bondholder. Why, even the small amount of subsidiary coin, 
which was as it is now of so low a standard as 3854) grains, nine. 
tenths fine, to the dollar, was then worth more than the Treasury 
notes, and had left this country or been hoarded away and practically 
ceased to be a part of our circulation. ’ 

At the time, therefore, of the passage of the act of 1273, it did not 
have and could not possibly have had the slightest effect in keeping 
the silver dollar or any other silver coin out of circulation in this 
country. But subsequent events, happening mostly in Europe, and 
partly in our own country, which were not foreseen or understood at 
the time and in no degree produced by the so-called demonetizing act, 
soon after, say about the last of 1874 or beginning of 1875, began to 
bring about a state of things in which this act, or rather the owis- 
sion to pass an act for coining silver and making it a legal tender, 
began to have an effect to keep it out of circulation ; and that effect 
has until quite lately continued to increase. 

But this effect occurring since the so-called demonetizing act of 
1573, produced by causes not then foreseen, was clearly at that time 
neither expected nor intended, and therefore all the discussion upon 
the question how that act came to be passed, whether it was fully un- 
derstood by the members of either House, or got through by inten- 
tional deception from any quarter becomes, in my opinion, utterly 
immaterial, utterly futile. But there was no surprise or imposition 
in fact, and the act had been fully discussed, as shown by the Senator 
from New Jersey the other day, and the Senator from Vermont. No 
one, at the time of its passage, without the spirit of prophecy 
and the power of foreseeing future events, could have then possibly 
foretold the effect which that legislation was likely to have upon a 
state of things which did not happen until long after its passage, 
and could not have been then foreseen. 

The subsequent events to which I allude are: First, the domone- 
tizing and calling in of the silver coinage in Germany ; second, the 
like demonetization in the Scandinavian states in 1574; third, the 
stopping of the coining of silver by the countries constituting the so- 
called Latin union, which, though nominally having the bimetallic 
standard, soon began to see the necessity of limiting the silver coin- 
age to the purposes of change or small payments, like our subsidiary 
coin, forwhich purposes (the convenience adding an element of value) 
it will always pass current, so far as needed for those purposes, be 
yond its market value as compared with gold ; fourth, the initiatory 
steps taken in Holland for adopting the single gold standard ; fifth, 
the Spanish royal decree of 1876, closing the mints of that kingdom 
against private depositors, and declaring the purpose of that gov 
ernment to demonetize it for all sums exceeding $25 ; and finally, the 
increased production of silver since the passage of the act of 1873. This 
last is the least and yet of some consequence. (See report of our 
monetary commission of 1876 and 1877, page 85.) 

These six causes operating together have since that date reduced 
the market value of silver as compared to gold by lessening the de- 
mand for silver, and at the same time raised the comparative value 
of gold by increasing the demand forthat metal. It is doubtless true 
that since the value of silver had from these causes been reduced con 
siderably below our old legal standard of value as compared with the 
gold standard, the coinage of the old silver dollar at the old standard 
and making it a tender in payment of all debts without limitation 
amount, or its coinage into dollars at any higher standard, so that 
it should still be worth less in the market at the standard fixed then 
the gold dollar, would have tended somewhat to increase the relative 
market value of silver and to diminish that of gold. 

Now it was only after thé comparative value had been reduce d to 
a considerable extent, so that it was as low or lower than the value 
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val tender for all amounts—can properly be said to have 
aperated at all to depress the value of silver here or to increase that 
(ee). For so long as silver was worth more in our market than 
the Treasury notes which were a legal tender the silver would not 
, ve eptered into our circulation if coined, but would have been 
ae by the greenbacks. But when the value of silver had be- 
= ime ‘reduced as low as or lower than our paper currency, the 
cael 1353 and 1873, or the neglect to pass an act for the coinage of 
siver at a standard above its real value, has doubtless operated, with 
‘he other six causes I have mentioned, to keep down the demand for 
nd the price of silver. Whether such a bill, fixing the nominal above 
the real value of silver, ought to have passed or ought now to pass is 
a question I shall presently discuss. ; ‘ er 

But the point to which I wish to call attention, and to which I invite 
an answer, is this: Since the depreciation of silver according to the 
admissions of our monetary, or more properly speaking our silver com- 
mission, (Who, Whatever other errors they may have committed, cannot 
ie accused of having admitted too much against their favorite silver, ) 
the depreciation in the value of silver as compared with gold since 
1-73 has been produced by six several causes besides our demonetiz- 
ing acts, some of which were in fact of earlier operation if not much 
wore effectual than those acts, on what grounds of common sense, 
upon what principle comprehensible by any sane mind, do the advo- 
cates of the silver dollar of 4124 grains, the old standard before the 
depreciation, insist that the removal of only one of the seven causes 
which produced that depreciation will bring it back to the same rel- 
ative value which it held before those seven causes had operated to 
reduce it, and this while all the other causes which also contributed 
to that depreciation are still in full operation to keep it down? 
Doubtless the repeal of the act of 1873 would remedy so much of the 
depreciation as was caused by that act, but no more. This was only 
ope of 8ix or seven causes which produced the depreciation, while its 
repeal and the remonetization of the silver dollar in this country will 
ouly remove the one single cause out of the whole number of causes, 
ind this cause did not even begin to operate till the other causes had 
brought silver far down below its old standard value, even down to 
or below the value of our paper currency. 

Those who belisve that the repeal of the act of 1873 and the re- 
monetization in this country will bring silver up to its old standard 
ascompared with gold before any of these causes began to operate- 
must be prepared to maintain that when the scales, previously stand, 
ing horizontally and at equipoise, are weighed down at one end by 
three several one-pound weights, and by as many half-pound weights, 
all resting upon*that end, the removal of a single one of the weights 
will cause that side of the balance or end of the scales at once to 
rise toa level with the other, bringing up with it all the other weights 
still resting upon it and thus restoring the equilibrium. This, to the 
sane mind, would seem to be either an absurdity or a miracle; but 
whether the one or the other, equally incredible, as it seems to me, 
to every man whose mental vision has not been somewhat bewildered 
by the silver mania. I should not think it strange that such a mir- 
acleor such an absurdity might be credited by that class of men who 
thought they had discovered a panacea for all financial ills and a 
source of overflowing wealth in the discovery of the self-acting and 
self-adjusting irredeemable greenback and interconvertible-bond 
system, by which Treasury notes not payable or expected to be paid 
at all except in bonds, payable only in the like notes which were 
never to be paid, but made a legal-tender for all dues, were to fur- 
nish a permanent and exclusive currency, put an end to all fluctna- 
tion in the money market, and prevent all financial embarrassment 
for the future, apon a principle just as clear as that which enables 
a snake, by beginning at the tail, to swallow himself; or as that 
which enables a man, by lifting at his own waistbands, to raise 
himself to the moon; or that other equally practicable principle which 
enables the miller, whose machinery is run by the water from a 
pond, to attach to his water-wheel a pump to be worked by it which 
shall throw all the same water which has run his mill back to the 
pond to be used over and over again ad infinitum. 

But, plansible as all this seemed to the inventors and some very 
sueere followers, some minds were unable to comprehend the prin- 
ciple, and settled down into the conviction that a belief in the effi- 
cacy of such a system of finance was the result of a diseased mind, 
« mental delusion, a monomania. And I fear there may be some 
reason to apprehend that the proposed silver bill, and the belief, if 
such belief exists, that the remonetization of silver here will at once 
bring it up to its former value, while most of the causes which re- 
(need its value are still in force, are but so many evidences that the 
old greenback mania has only changed its type and now broken out 
—_ in the form of a silver mania; a form of disease, I admit, some- 
What more hopeful than the former, which was all insanity, pure 
ees without lucid intervals ; while in the present form much 
=z . real and true is mixed up with some lingering delusions ; one 
; Which, unless I am myself deluded, (which is quite possible,) I 
ave just exposed. 
tity pO enema this silver mania which insists that the same quan- 
calieae ra Since its depreciation by six or seven causes, will be 
ills the cured by removing one of them, and sees a remedy for all 
“s that flesh is heir toin the administration of doses of exactly 412} 
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Treasury notes or greenbacks which were a legal tender, that | grains, seems to me to be a very peculiar disease. I cannot exactly 
1853 and 1273 so much complained of—or rather the neg- | call it the influenza, which I believe in the Italian language signities 


“influence ;” still it has some peculiar geographical characteristics, 
the causes of which are at present very obscure. Its intensity seems 
to be manifested very nearly in proportion to the proximity of the 
victims to the great bonanza mines. In the East it is by no meaus 
epidemic, and appears only in sporadic cases; but it increases in vir- 
ulence as we go West. Its first attacks seem to have been every- 
where upon the newspaper editors, not overburdened with either 
silver or gold, and therefore, by depletion, peculiarly liable to this— 
I had alinost said influenza, but that cannot be the type of disease, 
because that generally interferes with the powers of speech and re- 
duces the patient to silence ; but this certainly does not produce that 
effect. The diagnosis is not yet, in all things, entirely clear. 

From these editors and newspaper men it seems to have passed to 
the people, attacking with most severity those most deeply in debt; 
and, as Senators are but representatives of the people and bound to 
take any disease which affects ¢heir constituents, they have been com- 
pelled also to exhibit some of the symptoms by way of vaccination, 
out of respect to their constituents who have taken it in the natural 
way. The only comfortable feature about it is that it is a non-par 
tisan disease, attacking its victims with great impartiality, without 
reference to party afliliations. 

Mr. President, this disease, like other pests, such as the grasshop- 
per and the Colorado bug, seems to have originated in the West; 
and, so far as I can learn from the best standard works, this seems 
to have emanated from the Great Bonanza mines and to have spread 
thence to the East. But, asin the case of the Colorado bug, Lake 
Michigan seems to have protected the people of my State almost en- 
tirely from its ravages, while it passed on around the lake to Indiana, 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania. But the bug finally got over or around the 
lake and swept with rapidity and voracity over the entire lower pe- 
ninsula. And I notice with regret that this silver mania has finally 
got across the lake and is beginning to affect the people along the 
eastern shore, leaving as yet the people of Michigan generally unat- 
fected. I am deeply concerned, however, to notice that my col- 
league, who lives on the eastern shore, already shows strong symp- 
toms of the malady. Ido not know how soon it may attack me. I 
have already got so far that I can approve the administration of sil- 
ver in allopathic doses, but cannot see the propriety of homeopathic 
doses of only 412} grains. In this, perhaps, the attack has been more 
severe upon me than upon my colleague. I believe in going the whole 
figure, if any, and in the administration of full doses, or none. 

Finally, Mr. President, this silver mania, or monomania, is the most 
fatal of all diseases known in the books, except only the presidential 
fever, which produces still greater and more insane delusions. My 
chief concern just now is lest, with a few of the patients here, the one 
disease may run into the other. Either, pure and simple, is quite as 
much as one mortal can survive; both together will prove fatal. 
Such patients might do well enough if the presidential election were 
to occur this year, or possibly the next, before the bubble bursts and 
the delusion shall pass away; but 1-80; that is too late. Better 
take a friendly warning in time, and let theti delusions “take any 
shape but that.” 

But, Mr. President, returning to the sober consideration of the 
question before us, after the most careful examination which I have 
been able to give to the subject, after a careful consideration of all 
the known causes for the present depreciation of silver, and of the 
share which each has had in the result, I do not think that over one- 
quarter, certainly not over one-third of the depreciation has been 
caused by our demonetizing act or acts; nor would more than one- 
quarter, certainly not more than one-third of this depreciation be cured 
by remonetizing the silver dollar. The depreciation now, as compared 
with gold, is in the market about 9 per cent.,or say about +, allowing 
for cost of coinage, silver being worth about ninety-one cents on the 
dollar of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine. Now, 1 am inclined to be- 
lieve that the remonetization of this silver dollar in this country 
would bring the relative value of the two metals from 2 to3 per cent. 
nearer to each other, and soon make tke silver dollar, as compared 
with gold, worth from ninety-four to ninety-five cents on the dollar, 
but not more; for the vast amount of railroad and other corporate 
bonds issued in this country and payable expressly in gold will still 
keep up a heavy demand for that metal here. This is from two and 
a half to three and a half cents on the dollar less than the present 
value of the Treasury note or greenback dollar. 

Now this raises the main, practical question involved in this or any 
other bill for remonetizing the silver dollar or making silver a legal 
tender without limit for all debts. It is the question of fixing the 
standard of comparative value between silver and gold. And asthe 
silver dollar of the old standard had ceased to circulate or form a 
part of our coin more than a quarter of a century prior to the de- 
monetizing act of 1873, and practically since 1853, and has not had a 
legal existence since that act, the question is, at what ratio the 
standard of comparative value of the two metals the silver dollar 
shall be fixed; or, (unless we propose to change the standard of the 
gold coin,) what amount of silver shall be put into the silver dollar 
to make it equivalent in value to the gold dollar? 

Now this question is presented to us upon the same basis and to be 
settled upon the same considerations as if we were now fixing the 
relative value of silver to gold for the first time in our history. 

How, then, should the constitutional power and, if you please, the 
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constitutional duty, of regulating the value of our coins, under the 
provision authorizing Congress * to coin money and to regulate the 
value thereof,” be exercised ? Should it be by fixing an abstract and 
arbitrary value to gold without reference to silver or anything else; 
or a like abstract and arbitrary value to silver without reference to 
gold? This would be impossible if attempted. There is no conceiv- 
able idea of monetary value except as compared with some other 
kind or species of money, or the metal from which it is made, or 
some other thing essential to the gratification of human wants. 
Value, especially when used in reference to money, is always a rela- 
tive term, and implies a relation to the known or understood com- 
parative value of something else ; and without such a comparison the 
word dollar would convey to the mind no definite idea whatever, and 
would mean one amount as well as another; in other words, it would 
have no practical meaning. 

The Constitution recognizes the fact that gold and silver are proper 
material for money ; and when it authorizes Congress to regulate the 
value of money it simply gives the right to fix the ratio or standard 
of comparative value of gold and silver, as to each other; to define 
and fix the amount of each metal which shall constitute the dollar, 
the unit of value in the coin of each and the various denominations 
or classes of coin to be issued. This is all there is of the power to 
regulate the value of the money to be coined ; unless we are to sup- 
pose that the value of each metal should be regulated by a compari- 
son with some kind of property, or a day’s labor, or something of that 
kind. But this will hardly be claimed, as the price or value of these 
is so much more variable than that of gold or silver that no one sup- 
poses the value of the coin was to be regulated by them. 

Was it intended by the framers of the Constitution that Congress 
should, or expected that they would, proceed to fix this ratio of value 
between the two metals arbitrarily, without any reference to the ratio 
of value which each should, in fact, bear to the other in the market? 
Certainly not. No man in that convention of statesmen was so in- 
sane or weak as to suppose that the Congress of the United States 
could ever be so unwise or reckless. They doubtless believed, what, 
until this measure came up, I supposed all men thought they believed 
and intended—that in fixing the relative value of the two metals, 
they would fix it, for coins which were to be a legal tender for all 
sums, at the ratio which they bore to each other and were likely to 
bear in fact. 

True, as the whole power is vested in Congress to fix this compara- 
tive value, I shall not dispute that, as a question of legal power, an 
act of Congress would be valid which should provide that a coin 
containing only the amount of silver now contained in a ten-cent 
piece should be equal in value to a gold dollar at its present stand- 
ard, and should be a legal tender as such for all debts. I should not 
contend that the act was void on constitutional grounds, though I 
should denounce it as dishonest and despotic. The act might compel 
my creditor to take from me ten cents in payment of a dollar which 
1 owed him, but it could not compel him or me to sell anything he 
or I might have for that kind of payment. And if I could sink low 
enough in my own estimation to be willing to take advantage of my 
creditor and insist that it was right for me to pay him but ten cents 
for the dollar which I honestly owed him, much more if, in a legisla- 
tive body in making the law, when the question is not what the law 
is but what it ought to be, 1 should claim that it would be right or 
proper for me to aid in passing such a law to enable me and all other 
dishonest debtors to justify our dishonesty under the legal power 
conferred by such an act, and thus to encourage dishonesty, I should 
feel that all men would have the right to say of me that, but for the 
restraint of the law,I would be a knave and criminal. And what 
would be thus wrong in me as an individual would be as much greater 
a wrong in the whole nation as the whole nation is greater than I am. 

Mr. President, there is no constitutional, no human power which 
may not be abused. But shall we argue from this that it is right to 
pass laws with the intention to abuse the ro: Congress—so far 
as the question of power is involved—might to-day abolish any law 
upon the statute-book against murder or any other crime, and thus 
legalize it within the Federal jurisdiction ; most of the States, so far 
as their constitutions are concerned, might do much the same. But 
would this render murder, rape, arson, and other crimes innocent? 
They might pass laws on any subject which would be grossly unjust; 
but would this be right? Power to do right, unfortunately, in human 
affairs, involves also the power to do wrong. Shall wise legislators 
therefore insist that it is right todo wrong? And, worse still, to 
authorize wrong to be done, and to dignify it with the name and 
semblance of right f 

Mr. President, I cannot persuade myself that, but for the fact that 
it is supposed we may by the strict letter of law avail ourselves of 
the depreciation in silver to pay our Government bonds and interest 
at a profit to us anda loss to the holders, it would ever have occurred 
to any one that the standard of the silver dollar should be only 
4124 grains. Let us take heed that we do not in accomplishing this 
not very honorable feat cause a loss to our own people more than 
double the amount of what we gain over the bondbolders. 

To fix the standard of the silver dollar at 4124 grains when it is 
worth but ninety-one or ninety-two cents now; and when, from the 
causes tending to keep it down, it is not likely to be worth more 
than ninety-four or ninety-five cents, is just as gross'y unjust as it 
would have been when 412} grains were worth a dollar to have de 
based the coin so as to put bat 379.4 grains of the same metal into 
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often been resorted to by despots and sometime 
of all honest men, debased the debasers more than they di 
tification or even an excuse for such gross abuse 
of mankind. Precedents may be found to justify every 
human wrong. E 


as we must if we authorize its coinage and make 
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the dollar instead of 412} grains, and to have m 
tender for all debts. 
The passage of the present bill is, in plain English, substantial 
in my opinion, a debasement of the coin; an expedient whi hh 
iC as 


8 by their pliant legis. 
verdict of history and 
based the com 
Orming a jus- 


i i , |, such 8 of power, shi 
be warnings against their repetition in a free and enlig 


lic, founded upon and sustained only by the assent 


ade this a legal 


latures. But all such expedients have, by the 


Such precedents, borrowed from despotism, instead of f 


ruld 
htened repul- 
and good opinion 
y CONCElVable 
No, Mr. President, if we are to fix a standard for the silver dollar 
it a legal tender 


let us proceed as our fathers proceeded, to fix it at what we be er, 


lieve 


its true, actual, relative value as compared to gold. This was the 
principle upon which they acted. Silver was worth at least 
cent. more in the market, as compared with gold, th 


per 
an it is to-day, 
Had it been worth no more then than now, they would, upon the 
principle they adopted of ascertaining the actual ratio of value, have 


required the silver dollar to contain enough more silver to make it 


equal to a dollar in gold. 


But as the remonetization of silver in this country would probal 
bring the value of the two metals nearer together by 2 or possibly 3 per 
cent. let us make the dollar contain silver enough to be worth, at its 

resent value before remonetization, say ninety-seven cents. Then 
if the effect of its remonetization is to add 3 per cent. to its present 
comparative value the standard of the two metals will correspond to 
their actual relative value, and one will not expel the other, but both 
will circulate together. And as this would place the silver dollar on 
a par with the Treasury notes, which are now worth something over 
ninety-seven cents to the dollar, we should have silver, gold, and 
paper all of about equal value, and avoid the evils of a depreciated 
currency of any kind. 

I admit that the result which I have reached and the question 
what would be the proper ratio between gold and silver after the 
latter should have been remonetized? are matters only of calculation 
and of probability, and cannot be ascertained with entire accuracy. 
But we shall be likely to approximate much nearer to the true ratio 
and standard by seeking in good faith to ascertain it by reference 
to the relative values which the two metals do actually sustain to 
each other in the market, and which they are likely to sustain in the 
immediate future, than by arbitrarily adopting the old ratio when 
silver was worth 8 orY per cent. more as compared with gold than it is 
to-day and when six out of seven of the causes of the depreciation 
still continue and are likely te continue to keep it down. 

I may be in error as to the extent to which the remonetization of 
silver will raise its comparative value here; but I have in my calcu- 
lations been liberal to the silver, giving it the benefit of all doubts. 
And I think the appreciation from the cause mentioned is more likely 
to be under than over the 3 per cent. 

Now, the amount of silver at its present standard of fineness, 
(nine-tenths,) to make the dollar worth to-day ninety-seven cents, 
as compared with gold, would be a fraction over 435 grains; but as | 
wish to give silver the benefit of all doubt, I have in my amendment 
required only 434 grains. To make it worth to-day one hundred cents 
to the dollar would require the dollar to contain 448 grains and a 
fraction. The allowance I make for its increase of value by remon- 
etization here is a little over fourteen grains to the dollar; and this 
is a little more than I can find any sound reason for allowing; but, 
as I said, I resolve all my doubts in favor of the silver. 

I admit, Mr. President, because I think I know, that the present is 
a very unfortunate time to fix, by act of Congress, a specific and in- 
flexible standard of value as between silver and gold; because of 
the recent measures in other countries to demonetize silver, and the 
uncertainty whether this policy will be permanent or temporary. 

But this objection applies quite as strongly against fixing it arbi- 
trarily wrong, as against fixing it as nearly right as possible. Bat 
fix it as we may, and by the best lights we have, we run great risks 
of failing to hit the true ratio, though the nearer right we may hap- 
pen to tix it the better. But if we fail by 1 per cent. of hitting the 
true ratio between the two metals, the one whose ratio is fixed above 
its true comparative value in the market being the cheaper currency, 
and a legal tender, will expel the other from circulation by causing 
it to be Eeanted or exported ; and this effect will be the greater and 
more rapid as the standard fixed by law varies more from the actual 
market value. And whatever may appear upon the statute-book, we 
shall have practically but one kind of coin which will serve as the 
standard, the measure or representative of values. It is the market 
value which will govern, iu spite of all the laws of Congress. And 
it is that which will govern in spite of all the conventious between 
nations as to the amount for which either metal shall pass as money. 
Such conventions might have some effect in modifying, but they ee 
never overcome the higher and more controlling law of supply an 
demand. Could any convention among nations regulate the relative 
value which a cord of wood should bear to a yard of cloth, or — 
the great law of supply and demand continue toregulate the price o 
each in spite of such conventions ? ; + this 

And this brings me to the inquiry, what will be the effect = Bs -- ‘ 
act, should it pass and become a law, making the dollar of 4133 grain 


ily 
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« legal tender in payment of all debts and providing for so large an 
amount of its coinage ? 
" It will at once reduce the value of the Treasury note or greenback 
from ninety-seven cents and a fraction, which it has now attained, to 
inety-four or ninety-five cents on the dollar; for silver, being a legal 
reened for all debts for which the greenback is a tender, and also for 
duties on imports and interest on our bonds, which the greenback is 
not, the latter could not certainly stand higher, but probi bly would 
be lower than the silver, though possibly its greater convenience in 
handling might tend to compensate this difference in its legal-tender 
qualities. : . : ; 

It will at the same time expel from circulation and permanently keep 
out of circulation all gold coinage as effectually as if gold were ex- 
pressly prohibited by law. It will become a commodity, but will 
cease to be a part of our currency or a medium of exchange or meas- 
ure of values, for men in paying their debts will not generally pay 
in gold, which costs them more, when they can pay in silver, which 
costs them less. Our metallic legal-tender currency will be practi- 
cally silver only, and by that all values will be estimated. The bill 
will thus defeat the professed object of its friends: a double stand- 
ard and the circulation of the two metals side by side, the one not 
expelling the other, which never in modern times was and never can 
be secured, except when the standard fixed by law corresponds with 
the relative value in the market. Our metallic currency will be sil- 
ver exclusively, Whatever may be written in the statute, and we shall 
have to be ranked with those countries whose exclusive metallic 
currency is silver. 

But our enthusiastic sticklers for silver are not disheartened at 
this result. On the contrary, they appeal with an air of triumph to 
the fact that the very large majority of the population of the earth 
have an exclusive silver currency, and seem to infer from this a 
strong arguinent in favor of such a currency here. If this reasoning 
is sound, then upon the same principle and with equally convincing 
forcethey may alsoshow that heathenism, polytheism, Buddhism, if not 
also Mohammedanism, are superiors to Christianity, for the majority 
is vastly against Christianity ; that ignorance and degradation are 
better than education, enlightenment, and refinement, for, again, the 
overwhelming majority are ignorant and degraded. I see by the 
report of our silver commission that the population of the exclusive 
silver countries is given at weceeee 768, 944, 456 
While that of those having the double stand- 

ard is stated at 137, 300, 000 
And that of those with the single gold stand- 

ard at 


meee eee wee ee eeee 


92, 800, 000 


Making @ tabal OF. cncooscanescccesce 


«seeeee 230, 100, 000 


Thns the majority of the people using silver exclusive 
is made © sone conc cece cccs cocces cccccccccccs Sat O44, 456 
Now look, for instance, at the condition of the people using silver 
exclusively as to education, enlightenment, refinement, and general 
well-being; of progress in improvement in commercial and other 
enterprises, as compared with those having the exclusively gold stand- 
ard, or those having both silver and ould: 

Population 
76, 000, 000 
36, 000, 000 

4, 500, 000 

8, 000, 000 

2, 600, 000 

1, 300, 000 

3, 400, 000 

400, 000, 000 
237, 144, 456 


Russia 

Austria 

Egypt 

Mexico 

Central America.... . 
Ecuador 


Total.... 768, 944, 456 

Now of all this vast population using an exclusive silver currency, 
China and British India contain together 637,144,456, leaving for all 
the other exclusive silver countries only 131,500,000. 

Now, if it were proposed to the people of this country to change sit- 
uations with those of even Russia, Austria, Egypt, Mexico, Central 
America, Ecuador, or Peru, I think, after full consideration of the 
question, they would not be very impatient for the change. But it is 
with China and British India, and the toiling millions of those peo- 
ple, who constitute almost four-fifths of the people of the world, using 
an exclusive silver currency, that the significance of the comparison 
4ppears. Do the people of this country wish to bring about the same 
state of society, the same delectable condition of the laboring people, 
the same state of progress in science and art, of commercial prosper- 
ity and enterprise, or rather, the entire want of these, where a year’s 
earnings of a laboring-man are equal, say, toa month’s wages here, 
and but little more as compared with the wages of labor in any 
country in Europe having a gold standard ? 
Jo mean to say that the exclusive silver currency of those 
= i = the sole or even the main cause of all the evils afilict- 
— ind there. But what I do mean to say is this, that such a 
oa by well fitted to such a state of society, of popular degra- 
= ob, of utter absence of great business enterprise and activity 

hong the people; a people among whom—except at the large sea- 
ports upon the coasts—there are few, if any, large business trans- 


669 


actions requiring large sums at once; but the main demand and 
use for money are in small sums, to be used among the people, the 
producers, in the interior, where the productions of twenty men are 
scarcely equal to the production of one man here. And for such 
transactions silver is more convenient than gold because it is divis- 
ible into smaller sums without making the coins too small. But in 
the active, enterprising, and enlightened nations of Wedern Europe, 
and in the United States, where individual and associated enter- 
prises are undertaken and successfully carried on, which a few cen- 
turies or even one century ago could scarcely be effected by the 
power and resources of the state; where production, stimulated by 
improved machinery, is vastly increased and commerce and im- 
provement are brisk and progressive, requiring large sums in a single 
transaction and the frequent and rapid transfer of such sums; and 
where, if the currencyis to be exclusively silver, some single payments 
or transfers would require a hundred wagons or a whole freight 
train of cars, with a corps of guards to each for its safe transporta- 
tion, silver is not so well fitted as gold for a general, and certainly not 
for an exclusive, coin currency. Goldis far preferable for all large 
sums on account of its greater portability and easier safe storage. 
And in such commercial countries, to come back to an exclusive 
silver coin for currency would tend seriously to clog the wheels 
of commerce, to check progress, and to throw us back toward the 
sluggish and stagnant condition of a less active and progressive age— 
not to, but toward the condition of the present exclusive silver cur- 
rency countries, 

The best coinage policy, I think, for any commercial country already 
having specie payments or paper currency redeemable in specie on 
demand—which we have not but must have before we have pros- 
perity—would be gold for general use and legal tender for all amounts, 
and silver only for smaller transactions and a legal tender for small 
sums—say $5, $10, $20, or even $50 in any one payment. In this way 
we should avail ourselves of the peculiar conveniences of both, and 
this seems to have become the conviction, from experience, of the 
most enlightened and highly commercial nations, not excepting the 
countries composing the Latin union, which, while nominally hav- 
ing a double standard, limit the coinage of silver to accomplish the 
end I have just indicated. 

Another effect which the present bill will have, if it becomes a law, 
is to make every creditor, when the debt was contracted with refer- 
ence to payment in Treasury notes, lose from two dollars to three 
dollars and a half upon each hundred, as the silver dullar will be so 
far below the present value of the Treasury note; and the creditor, 
when the debt was contracted payable in coin, will lose from 3 to5 
per cent., the debtor being able to put so much into his own pocket 
which ought to go into the pocket of the creditor. Though the 
amount is not large the principle is the same, and the act justifiable 
only upon the same reason as if it were 50 per cent. instead of three 
or five. 

A great deal has been said outside of Congress by newspaper edi- 
tors, stump-speakers, and pot-house politicians in justifivation of the 
robbing of the creditor class, on the ground that these creditors who 
happen to have something due them from other people or from the 
Government—especially the latter, who are sneered at as “ bloated 
bondholders ”—because it is said they are a set of shylocks or vam- 
pizes, refusing to use their money in business, but sucking the life- 
bldod from the debtor class, the toiling millions: as if the people were 
all divided into distinct classes, the one consisting of rich money- 
lenders and the other of people compelled to live by their labor and 
to borrow. I deny that such is the fact. Our laboring population, 
whether mechanics, farmers, or day-laborers, are creditors to very 
large amounts if not collectively to greater amounts than the few 
prominent capitalists. 

They consist of all classes, poor and rich: the laboring-men and 
women who have invested in these bonds the hard-earned savings of 
their daily wages; the farmer who has invested the small surplus of 
his earnings, drawn from the earth by hands hardened with toil; the 
widow who has also invested in them the small pittance left as the 
only means of rearing and educating her children; the guardians and 
trustees of widows and orphans whose whole patrimony has been 
thus invested; the men of gray hairs, no longer equal to the man- 
agement of active business, who have sought them as a safe invest- 
ment for the support of their declining years. Are these the “ bloated 
bondholders,” the shylocks, against whom the popular indignation is 
to be excited and from whom a part of their savings is to be filched 
for the purpose of flooding this country with a debased coin and in- 
juring the credit of the nation ? 

But, suppose a large part of these bonds are held by men of wealth. 
In what code of law or morals has he been reared who thinks it is 
right to rob them because they happen to have more wealth than 
some of us any more than if they had less? There is a constant 
interchange going on, rich men becoming poor and poor men rich. 
But justice, simple justice is due alike to all, Most of our rich men 
have worked their way up from poverty by honest effort and indus- 
try. Shall they be punished for it? 

And if the line of distinction is to be drawn between those who are 
so rich that they may be robbed with impunity and those who are 
so poor that it would be wrong to rob them, where is the line to be 
drawa? How much must a man be worth to be ranged on one or the 
other side of the line? Can any laudable, just, or honest end be 
gained by attempting to excite the hatred of all grades of society 
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against each other, of every individual who may be worth less | 


against every one who may be worth more? Yet such seems to be 
the great end and aim of many outside of this Senate if we can judge 
from popular speeches and the public press. Of course I do not mean 
to say that any Senators here have lent their eflorts to any such pur- 
pose, and 1 trust they never will; for should Senators endeavor to 
array one portion of the community against another, to excite their 
passions and prejudices against property or the owners of property 
for the purpose of justifying a wrong to any of them, or to secure the 
passage of this or any other bill, or for any partisan or political pur- 


pose, intelligent and reflecting men might well begin to fear that in | 


the short period of our national history the race of statesmen had 
given way to aiace of politicians, and that the politicians were in 
canger of dwindling into demagogues 

Mr. President, there is one point in the financial policy of the Gov- 
ernment, or the action of Congress, upon which a former Congress 
has been most unsparingly denounced as repudiating contracts and 
as placing a most unjustitiable burden upon the people for the benefit 
of the bondholders—I refer to the denunciation of the act of 1869, 
“to strengthen the public credit,’ which pledged the faith of the 
nation for the payment of all the interest-bearing obligations of the 
United States and of all the Treasury notes in coin. This, it is 
urged, is a gross injustice to the people, becanse a considerable 
amount of the bonds of the United States were issued, as is claimed, 
payable in Treasury notes, and these were worth less than their face 
in coin; and that making these payable in coin was placing an unjust- 
ifiable burden upon the people of the nation. Let us calmly and hon- 
estly examine this grave charge, and see if it does not, upon a very 
brief analysis, end in a mere denunciation of the Government or of 
Congress for not wantonly and most unjustifiably breaking its faith 
with the holders of its Treasury notes—in other words, with the peo- 
ple of the United States by whom they were held and among whom 
they circulated as the money, and practically the only legal-tender 
money, in circulation. 

The argument made here, or rather the denunciation—for the ar- 
guiment was not visible while the denunciation was at least audible— 
was based (if it had any basis) upon one of two assumptions; either, 
first, that the Treasury notes were payable in some depreciated cur- 
rency or something less valuable than coin, or, second, that they 
were not payable at all and created no obligation for payment. Be- 
cause, if the Treasury notes were themselves payable in coin, then the 
payment of the bonds in theseTreasury notes would have been yiving 
tor the bonds the obligations of the United States to pay the amount in 
coin; Just as much and just as clearly as if the bonds were made pay- 
able directly in coin. It would have been changing the form of the 
obligation without changing the obligation itself. This is certainly 
true of the principal of the bonds, and the interest of all the bonds, 
even those whose principal is claimed to have been payable in green- 
backs, was payable in coin. And the bonds were not yet due when 
the act of 15G9 was passed. 

Now, Mr. President, I maintain that if any proposition of law is 
clear beyond dispute it is that the Treasury notes, being all issued 
on the credit of the United States, and containing on their face the 
promise of the United States to pay the number of dollars for which 
they were issued, were payable in coin, and not in other Treasury 
notes, or anything less valuable than coin. 

If 1 owe you a note of $100 and you ask for payment I cannot fy 
you by giving you another note of my ownof the same kind. Neither 
could the Government 80 pay its notes; and no one but the supporters 
of the interconvertible Treasury note and bond system, by which 
nothing was ever to be paid except by other paper which was never 
to be paid, would attempt to maintain that the Treasury notes were 
pay able in other Treasury notes. 

But this point does not rest upon my reasoning alone. It has been 
expressly decided by the Supreme Court of the United States; and, 
in Bank vs. Supervisors, 7 Wallace, 27, it was argued that, being 
issued as money and made a legal tender for debts of the Government 
as well as of individuals, they could when pr: sented to the Govern- 
ment be paid by other notes of the same kind, and that they did not 
constitute a debt payable in coin. But this reasoning is repudiated 
by the court, and by a unanimous opinion the court say, (page 30:) 


it is clear that these notes are obligations of the United States. Their name 
imports obligaiion. Every one of them expresses upon its face an engagement of 
the nation to pay to the bearer a certain sum. The doilar-note is an engagement 
to pay a dollar, and the dollar intended is the coined dollar of the United States ; 


a certain quantity in weight and fineness of gold or silver, authenticated as such 
by the stamp of the Government. 


Now, such was the decision of the court and such was the law be- 
fore the passage of the act of 1569. (The decision was made in the 
December term, 1868.) 

‘The aet of 1869, in pledging the faith of the nation for the redemp- 
tion of these Treasury notes in coin only declared an existing legal 
obligation ; it did not create one. 

Now, I can see how a man who was bitterly opposed to the issuing 
of these notes and the purposes for which they were issued might 
become so exasperated that he can never forgive the Government for 
having issued them, and might, in a like spirit of exasperation, op- 
pose any redemption or payment of the Treasury notes and denounce 
every measure of the Government recognizing that duty. I can at 
least see how he might thus denounce such recognition before the close 
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of the war and before these same notes had become the cir: ulatiney 
dium in all the States, as well at the South as at the North, for w. a6 
the productions and the property of the country were being «ai\,, 
changed, and in which they were being daily invested, and the [; ; 
of the people being paid. But how any one who thinks these | re = 
notes ought ever to be paid, as all Senators I think do, couly 9. 
nounce the Government for recognizing this duty of payment af A 
all these events had occurred, is beyond my power to conceive. “m 
yet it is against this recognition of the daty of paying the Ppeaa:. 
notes in coin that the whole force of the denunciation is ainyed zi c 
is aimless, ending in mere “sound and fury, signifying nothing.” p,, 
what would have been gained by having any of the bond payab ° 
in Treasury notes, instead of coin, if the Government were already 
legally boand to pay these same Treasury notes in coin? Not op. 
cent could have been saved to the Government by paying the * 
Treasury notes except by a gross violation of its own obligations to 
pay or provide for the payment of those notes. 

Mr. President, had the Government not recognized the duty of pa 
ing those notes in coin it would have deserved the denunciation from 
the people of the United States, which it has lately received from 
some of the Representatives of the people, or of States, for hay 
recognized that clear legal duty. 

Mr. President, when I prepared this argument some two weeks avo 
I knew nothing of a letter of the present Secretary of the Treasury 
written to Mr. Mann, which has been read here to show the ineoy 
sistency of the Secretary or that he had changed his mind. It was 
quite immaterial whether he had been inconsistent or not, and 
thought of offering any explanation in his behalf occurred to me j 
the preparation of my argument, But the chairman of the Financ 
Committee yesterday put into my hand the letter of the Secretary to 
him, dated January 26, the reading of which will show that I liad, 
without thinking of such an object or such a result and without ha 
ing had any communication directly or indirectly with him or kuow 
ing his views upon this point or he mine, completely vindicated his 
consistency without being aware of it and without a thought of any 
such purpose or result. 

I send the letter to the Clerk and ask that it may be read. 

This concludes all I have to say to-day upon the silver bill, or 
rather upon the amendment I have offered. But I shall have more to 
say before the argument upon the bill closes, and may otter other 
amendments. 

The Chief Clerk read the following letter : 


lly 


no 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January %, 1°73 


My Dear Sir: Your letter of the 24th instant is received. I have noticed t 
my casual letterto Dr. Mann, of the date of March 30, Lets, inclosing a spec 
by me, has frequently been used to prove that I have changed my opinion since t 
time as to the right of the United States to pay the principal of the 5.20 lx 
in legal-tenders. This would not be very important if true, but it is not t 
as I never have changed my opinion as to the technical legal right to redeem 
the principal of the 520 Sead in legal-tenders, but, as you know and cor 
rectly state, have alwa)s insisted that we could not avail ourseives of this kk 
right until we complied in all respects with the legal and moral obligations iu 
by the legal-tender note, to redeem it in coin, on demand, or to restore the right to 
convert it into an interest-bearing Government bond. The groundsof this opinion 
are very fully stated in the speech made February 27, 1868, referred to in the letter 
to Dr. Mann, and in a report on the fanding bill made by me from the Committer 
on Finance, December 17, 1867. If my letteris taken in connection with the speech 
which it inclosed, and to which it expressly referred, it will be perceived that my 
position then is entirely consistent with what it is now ; and time has proven that 
if the report of the Committee on Finance had been adopted we would long sin « 
have reached the coin standard with an enormous saving of interest and without 
impairing the public credit. a S oe 

iy position was that while the legal-tender act made United States notes a leza 

tender for all debts, public and private, except tor customs duties and interest of 
the public debt, yet we could not benestly compel the public creditors to rect 
United States notes in payment of bonds until we made good the pledge of Ln 
public faith to pay the notes in coin. That promise was printed on the face of 
the notes when issued, was repeated in several acts of Congress, and was declared 
valid and obligatory by the Supreme Court. F 

From the first issue of the legal-tender pote, which I heartily supported and 
voted for, I have sought to make it good, to support, maintain, and advanc 
value. It was in the earnest effort to restore to the greenback the right & 
converted on the demand of the holder into a 5 per cent. bond, and as soon as pra: 
ticable into coin, that I made the speech referred to, resisting alike the di man ot 
those who wished to exclude United States notes from the operation of tuning 
and the large class of persons-who wished to cheapen, degrade and ultimate!) p 
repudiate them. In all my official connection with legislation as to legal tend: 
notes, I have but one act to regret and to apologize for, and that is my acqtiese ee 
in the act of March 3, 163, which under the pressure of war and to promote the 
sale of bonds, took away from the holders of these notes the right to convert 
into interest-bearing securities. The right might properly have been sus| 
during war, but its repeal was a fatal act, the source and cause of all the fiuancia’ 
evils we have suffered and from which we cannot recover until we restore that 
right or redeem, on demand, our notes incoin. The specch I refer to, anc 
I have recently read by reason of the reference to it in the letter to Di 
will clearly show that I have not been guilty of inconsistency or a char 
opinion—the most pardonable of all offenses—but I then insisted, as I 1 nw 
that no discrimination should be made against the noteholder, but that wnt!» 
are ready to pay him in coin he should be allowed, at his option, to convert bis 
money into a bond at par. Until then our notes are depreciated by our wre nzfu 
act, and we have no right to take advantage of our own wrong by forens UP 
the bondholders the notes we refuse to receive. die 

This is the precise principle embodied in the act to strengthen the publ 
credit, approved March 1x, 1269. That act did notin any respect change te bose 
and meetl cbitgation of the United States, but expressly provides that none of | : 
interest-bearing obligations not already due shall be redcemed or paid bes 5 the 
turity unless at such time United States notes shall be convertible into coin oe 
option of the holder; and the act further “solemnly pledges the public faith ¥ 
make provision at the earliest practicable period for the redemption - — 
States notes in coin.” This is in exact harmony with the position I held w'« a 
wrote the letter to Dr. Mann, and that I now maintain, the primary prnciy 
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1 United States notes shall first be brought to par in coin before they 
I ed upon the pablic creditor in payment of his bond. 

eee act is the settled law, and whatevér any man’s opinions were before it 
— he would assume @ grave responsibility who would seek to evade its terms, 
: ‘+s quthority, or change its pa It has entered into every contract 
oe that time. It has passed the ordeal of four Congresses and two popu- 
tions for President. It cannot be revoked without public dishonor. So far 
wndbolder is concerned itis an executed law. Over $700,000,000 of bonds 
teen redeemed in coin under it, and the civilized world regards all the re- 
> aacovered Dy itssanction, and in their faith in it our securities have become 

vnd only in the markets of the world. , 
is not yet quite executed so far as the noteholder is concerned. His 
js not yet quite as good as coin. Congress has debated ever since its passage 
‘ st mode to make it good. The Senate in 1870 provided in the third section 
vio refunding act, as it passed that body, that ihese notes might be converted 
so 4 per cent bonds, but the House would not concur. Every body can now see 
that if this had been done these notes would now be at parin coin. Other expedi- 
~pta were proposed and finally the resumption act was passed and, if undisturbed, 
ca ww on the eve of execution, The promise made in 1562 and so often repeated is 
oe to be fulfilled. Agitation of collateral questions may delay it, but the obli- 
vation of public faith written on the face of every United States note and sacredly 
adwed by the act to strengthen the public credit will give us neither peace nor 
assumed prosperity until itis fulfilled. Public opinions may vibrate and men and 
varties may array themselves against the full fulfillment of these public promises, 
fut in time they will be fulfilled and I think the sooner the better. Pardon me 

for this long answer to your note, bat I have no time to condense it. 
Very respectfully yours, 


+ law 


t 


JOHN SHERMAN. 

Hon. Justin S. MorriuL, United States Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, if there is no Senator who proposes 
now to address the Senate, I will move that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

Mr. ALLISON. I trust that motion will not prevail. It is only 
half past two o’clock. If the Senator from Maine desires to test the 
question I will ask for the yeas and nays on his motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Oh, I do not want to raise any issue with the Sen- 
ator, but there is some business in executive session as important as 
this bill is, I think. a4 

Mr. ALLISON. I have no doubt of that, but it is well known to 
the Senator that when we come out of executive session we adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) Does the 
Chair understand the Senator from Maine to make any motion ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir, if we are to have the yeas and nays. That 
js so terrible to my mind that I shall withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
reported from the Committee on Finance, which will be reported. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which was to strike out, in 
lines 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, the following words : 

And any owner of silver bullion may deposit the same at any United States 
coinage mint or assay office, to be coined into such dollars, for his benefit, upon the 
same terms and conditions as gold bullion is deposited for coinage under existing 
lawa. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

And the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed, out of any money 
nthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to purchase, from time to time, silver 
bullion, at the market price thereof, not less than $2,000,000 per month, nor more 
than $4,000,000 per month, and cause the same to be coined into such dollars. 
any gain or seigniorage arising from this coinage shall be accounted for and paid 
into the Treasury, as provided under existing laws relative to the subsidiary coin 
age: l’rovided, That the amount of money at any one time invested in such silver 
bullion, exclusive of such resulting coin, shall not exceed $5,000,000, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER put the qnestion on the amendment, 
and declared that the noes appeared to prevail. 

Mr. ALLISON and Mr. SARGENT called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

_Mr. DORSEY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Dorsey. ] 

Mr. ALLISON. I shall not resist the motion. 
to my friend, the Senator from Maine—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is all right. 

Mr. ALLISON, For not yielding to him before, but I had supposed 
that it was the wish and desire of the Senate to finish at some time 
this silver question and thus reach other business. It was only with 
a view of pressing the consideration of this question actively until 
disposed of that I resisted the motion at half-past two o’clock to go 
into executive session and then adjourn. Now, I desire to give no- 
tice to gentlemen on both sides of the Chamber that, so far as I am 
concerned, I shall insist upon the disposition of this bill either to- 
morrow or next day, or at least that it progress daily until four or 
live o'clock in the afternoon. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. This is a bill which is regarded by the country 
as avery Important measure. The bill itself has been before the 
Senate during the present week. There are gentlemen here, I under- 
stand, who propose to discuss this question. I do not know that I 
shall do so, I will say to the Senator from Iowa that with the gen- 
eral purpose of the bill I am in harmony, but if he, as a friend of 
the bill, desires to press it, with some of the features that are now 
in if, it may be that it will not get as good a vote as he expects. At 
any rate, the question is one too important to be forced through the 
Senate without proper investigation and discussion. While I myself 
lo not know that I shall participate in the discussion, having under- 


mes that several Senators do desire to discuss the bill, I am not 
Willing that there shall be 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


I ought to apologize 


The question is on the motion of 


And | 


ral 


the Senator from Arkansas, that the Senate now proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After fifty-five minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were reopened, and (at three o’clock aud 
thirty-nine minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 30, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. Harrison. 
CORRECTION OF 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to direct attention to an irreg- 
ular motion submitted yesterday by the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. 
REAGAN, } and received througlr inadvertence. 

He moved by unanimous consent, and it was ordered by the House, 
that the word “ in,” where it first occurs in line 4 in enrolled bill H. 
R. No. 2479, be stricken out and the word “under” inserted in its 
— That is not in accordance with the practice of the House, it 
1aving been included in an enrolled bill. The Chair would suggest 
that by unanimous consent that portion be stricken from the Jour- 
nal, and a remedy can be sabes in the way which the gentleman 
from Texas will now indicate. Is there objection to striking out that 
portion of the Journal ? 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

The Journal, as amended, was then approved. 


JOURNAL. 


REMOVAL OF 
Mr. REAGAN. 
tion: 


OBSTRUCTIONS FROM MISSISSIPPI RIVER, ETC. 


I submit the following resolution, and ask its adop- 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring therein,) That the 
Clerk of the House be authorized and directed in the enrollment of the act entitled 
“An act for the removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, 
and Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the public property,” to substitute the 
word “ under" for the word “ in,”’ where it occurs in line 4, section 2, of the en- 
grossed bill. 

The concurrent resolution was adopted. 

Mr. REAGAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the concur- 
rent resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No, 2288) to repeal section 4716 of the Revised Statutes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PROHIBITING DESTRUCTION OF LEGAL-TENDER NOTES. 

Mr. HAYES, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
28389) prohibiting any further destruction of legal-tender notes and 
making such notes a legal tender for customs duties; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

UNIFORM DUTY ON SUGAR. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask unanimous consent, Mr. Speaker, to present 
in open House the memorial of McKindley, Gilchrist & Co., and 
twenty-three other firms, wholesale grocers, of the city of Chicago, 
in favor of making the duty on sugar at a uniform price per pound, 
without regard to color or quality, and to move that it be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means and the body of the memorial 
printed in the Recorp. 

Mr. FOSTER. I object to the printing in the Recorp. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

WOMAN’S RIGHTS AND TEMPERANCE, 

Mr. TUCKER. I move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
proceeding to the consideration of the unfinished business therein. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask the gentleman from Virginia to yield to me for 
a single moment to present a petition. 

Mr. TUCKER. I yield tothe gentleman from Maine for that pur- 
»08e. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask unanimous consent to 
present from my place on the floor of this House a petition, and to 
ask that the body of it may be read and ordered to be printed in the 
REcorD. The Judiciary Committee this morning listened for two 
hours to one of the ablest arguments I ever heard in my life by Mrs. 
Hooker, in behalf of the right of the women of America to vote ; and 
one strong point in her argument was that on the matter of temper- 
ance women would be found always on the side of the right. 

Sir, l have the honor now, and I do claim it to be an honor con- 
ferred upon me by respectable women who are here to-day, to present 
a petition which responds to the argument of Mrs. Hooker fully and 


any pressure in reference to this matter. | completely, a petition of thirty thousand women of America asking 
| that the Congress of the United States will legislate for their pro- 
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tection in the Territories of the United States and in the District of 
Columbia against the free sale of intoxicating liquors. 

This petition is presented on behalf of The Woman’s National | 
Christian Temperance Union, which has twenty-three State socie- | 
ties with thousands of local auxiliaries. The petition is nearly one 
thousand feet long and has the signatures of over thirty thousand | 
citizens of the United States, and is presented by Mrs. Annie Wit- 
tenmyer, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Mrs. Mary C. Johnson, of 
Brooklyn, New York; Miss Frances E. Willard, of Chicago, Llinois ; 
Mrs. Mary Rh. Denman, of Newark, New Jersey. 

I ask the petition itself, Mr. Speaker, may be read and ordered to 
be printed in the Recorb, and then that it may be referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. MILLS. The names will not be read? (Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. Only the petition. 

The Clerk read the petition, as follows: 

Petition for home protection, prepared by the Woman's National Christian Tem- 
perance Union. 
To the honorable membere of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled : 

Whereas woman, by the changeless nature which God has given her, and through 
the most sacred relationships of which that nature is capable, is the born conserv- 
ator of home and the most trusty and conscientious guardian of her children; 

Whereas, also, woman is the greatest sufferer from the liquor traffic, which is 
sanctioned and sustained by law, and does much to create the temptation, which 


nevertheless is not allowed to be the excuse for crimes which result from the use 
of intoxicating liquors; and, 


Whereas men, while claiming to represent our wishes and our interesta, have 


signally failed to pive us prohibitory laws: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That we as men and women hereby petition for the protection of 
home by the enactment of a law that no place for the sale of intoxicating drinks 
shall be licensed in any locality within the limits of the District of Columbia and 
of the Territories, without the consent of a majority of the voters and of women 
over cighteen years of age in that locality, such consent to be expressed by their 
signatures to @ petition for such license. 


The SPEAKER. Without objection the petition will be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. BUCKNER. It seems to me it should be referred to the Com- 


the revenue of the country. 


| people of the land, and especially of the laboring class 





The SPEAKER. The petition will be referred to the committee 
indicated by the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Frye,] who presents 
it, unless the gentleman from Missouri desires to test the sense of 
the House by an amendment in favor of another reference. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I will not move to amend. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to be per- 
mitted to make a statement in regard to my vote on the concurrent 
resolution as tothe remonetization of silver, commonly known as the 
“ Matthews resolution,” not to occupy more than two minutes. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I find, Mr. Speaker, that in the re- 
port of the Associated Press to the New York papers, as published in 
the Sun and Tribune—and probably in the other papers, I have not 
seen them, but in those papers which circulate widely in my dis- 
trict—I am recorded as having voted in favor of the concurrent reso- 
lution which came down from the Senate in regard to the remoneti- 
zation of silver. It is unnecessary for me to say to the House that 
I voted against that measure. 

And while I am on the floor I avail myself of the privilege which 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] took yesterday 
to make one single remark. He stated that he had voted for the 
measure because he thought that the condition of the workingmen 
could not be made any worse by its passage. I voted against it for 
precisely the opposite reason, because J thought that the condition of 
the working classes would be made far worse, bad as it is now, and 
in this particular way: that if carried into effect it will give the 
workingman a dollar which is worth less than ninety cents, in lieu 
of the dollar which he now receives worth nearly one hundred cents 
in gold, and that it amounts, therefore, by act of Congress, to a reduc- 
tion of wages of 10 per cent. to the wage-earning class of the United 
States. I am unalterably opposed to all such legislation, and if I 
may be permitted to quote Seripture, as did the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, I believe “ The laborer is worthy of his hire.” 

Mr. BUTLER. You never were so much mistaken in your life, 
however, about the value of a dollar. 

REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. PRICE. _ I ask unanimous consent to present a petition of 473 
citizens of Scott County, Iowa, asking for the remone:ization of sil- 
ver and making it a legal tender, and I further ask that the petition 
may be read. 

There being no objection, the Clerk read as follows: 


Davenport, Iowa, January 15, 1878. 
To our honorable Representatives in Congress : 


‘Lhe undersigned citizens of lowa would respectfully urge upon yon the impor- 
tance of the passaze by Congress of what is known as the “ Bland silver bill,” or 
some similar measure that will fully recognize silver coin as a standard of value 
of our pation and as a legal tender for all debts, public and private, except when 
otberwise stipulated by contract. 

We believe that as our national bonds are payable in coin of stanrdad value, and 
that when the law was passed under which the bonds were issued, silver and gold 





JANUARY 3) ) 





were the legal coin of the nation, and as the weight of a silver doll 


| grains, and the weight of a gold dollar. was 25.8 grains, our bonds onvl: +. 
in coin of the same weight—no more no less ~ a a aOR 
We further believe that the dollar earned by a laboring-man ough: to ) 
| Same purchasing power as a dollar received by the capitalist as interes: W. 
lieve that silver coin for the smaller commercial transactions of this a 


necessity, and that it must be the mediam of circulation of a vast n, : rity f the 


nd, i : ; and that any slat 
that would deprive it in the least of its commercial value would be wicked). , 


| and oppressive. lly « 


The petition was referred to the Committee on Banking 


and Cur. 
rency. 


TIMOTHY BAKER. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bi!) (1 
R. No, 2890) for the relief of Timothy Baker, of Saint Johns. Michi. 
gan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the ¢ on 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. ’ 

SHIP-CANAL ACROSS MICHIGAN, 

Mr. ELLSWORTH also, by unanimous consent, presented resoln- 
tions of the State Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, State of Mich 
igan, in favor of the building of a ship-canal across the State of Michi. 
gan; which was referred to the Committee on Railways and (a: 


ais, 
REISSUED PATENTS. 

Mr. BAGLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No 
2891) to repeal so much of section 4916 of the Revised Statutes as 
authorizes the Commissioner of Patents to include new matter or 
amendments in reissued patents; which was read a first and se 
oud time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to bye 
printed, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KNOTT. I ask unanimous consent 

Mr. ATKINS. Does the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tucker) 
waive the regular order? 

Mr. TUCKER. I do not waive the regular order. Gentlemen 
around me are impatient for it, and I therefore call up the untinishe: 





1 | business which is my motion that the House resolve itself into the 
mittee of Ways and Means, as what is asked would affect seriously | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the joint resolution H. R. No. 90 

Mr. BUCKNER. 1 desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. I wish 
to ask the Chair whether the consideration of this joint resolution 
cannot be postponed by the majority of the House until after the 
morning hour. I desire to preserve the morning hour, as it is the 
only time committees can make their reports. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that in this instance 
the House gave unanimous consent that there should be a morn- 
ing hour yesterday before the consideration of the resolution re- 
ported by the gentleman from Virg nia. The Chair really does not 
believe that a mere motion to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union is unfinished business. But the gentleman 
from Virginia derives his right by unanimous consent; therefore 
the Chair feels authorized to recognize the gentleman from Virginia 
to make the motion at any time, as is provided for under the rule to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I do not wish to antagonize the joint resolution 
of the gentleman at all; but I only wish to preserve the morning 
hour. Every committee in the House is interested in having the 
morning hour, and therefore I desire to postpone the consideration 
of the motion of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TuckrERr] until 
after the morning hour; and I should like to do so if it be in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say in reply to the geutle- 
man from Missouri (Mr. BUCKNER] that the determination of the 
question whether the House shall resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union depends upon the will of the major- 
ity of the House; if a majority desire not to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, but to proceed with the business 
of the morning hour, it is for the majority to say so. ; 

Mr. TUCKER. MayI be permitted to make a suggestion? On 
yesterday I yielded for a morning hour, and before the morning hour 
was called a question of privilege arose which consumed a little more 
than an hour, and then the morning hour took more than an hour, 
and at the close of that time it was too late to take up this measure; 
and I am afraid that if I yield further I will not be able to get up 
the measure at all. : 

Mr. BUCKNER. That difficulty cannot arise from my motion, be- 
cause the gentleman’s motion will necessarily come up at the close 
of the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour on yesterday consisted only of 
sixty minutes, but the trouble was that the previous question preva! led 
ona bill and amendments and several yea-and-nay votes being taken 
which involved an additional hour. The morning hour did continue 
until the disposition of the bill upon which the previous question 
‘vas ordered. The object of the gentleman from Missouri [ Mr. buck- 
NER] could be as well reached by a vote on the motion of the gentie- 
man from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] as by a vote upon his own motion 
to postpone the consideration of the joint resolution. If the Hous 
wants to postpone tho business which the pmenee from Virginia 
desires to call up, until after the morning hour, it can vote against 
the motion, and those who want to proceed immediately to the con- 
sideration of that business can vote for it. = 

The proposition pending when this subject was last before the 
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House was the motion of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. TUcKER] 
hat the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and pending that motion he made the further motion 
th + when the House did resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
he atate of the Union all debate upon the amendments should 
“ose in one minute. 

Mr Bl Re ‘HARD. Thopethe gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TucKER] 
will allow further time. ah 

Mr. TUCKER. I was going to say that I was willing to allow fur- 
= HALE. Does the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TucKER] mean 
to cut off both debate on amendments and on the original proposi- 
tion ¢ 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] can- 
not cut off five-minutes ebate on an amendment. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the gentleman will limit the debate on the pres- 
ent amendments to ten or twenty minutes. —— 

Mr. GARFIELD. I hope debate will only be limited on the pend- 

iy amendments. 

Ne TUCKER. I would like to know whether all the amendments 
that are proposed to be offered are now in. 

Mr. GARFIELD. As I understand there are one or two more amend- 
ments to be proposed ; but I shall have no other amendment to offer 
if the pending amendment prevails. 

Mr. HALE. I have no doubt that the leading amendments are all 
in; but it may be that some other amendments may be offered in good 
faith, and I believe I can say that there is no disposition to obstruct 
action upon this measure ; but we hope to get action on it, and that 
speedily. I think that if the gentleman consents to twenty minutes’ 
debate that will satisfy gentlemen upon all sides. For myself I only 
wish five minutes. 

Mr. TUCKER. I will modify my motion so as to limit debate to 
twenty minutes upon the original proposition and the pending amend- 
ments. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Can I now meve to postpone this matter until 
after the morning hour ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can attain his object by those who 
are opposed to the motion of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
TUCKER] voting it down. 

The question wastaken on Mr. TUCKER’s motion ; and on a division, 
there were—ayes 131, noes 24. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


TAX ON DISTILLED SPIRITS. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. CARLISLE in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the joint resolution (H.R. No. 90) extending the 
time for the withdrawal of distilled spirits now in bond till July 1, 
1878. 

The pending amendments were thet offered by Mr. BUTLER, as fol- 
lows: 


Provided further, That the tax on all such distilled spirits shall be paid npon the 


kame assessment required by law at the date when the same spirits were placed in 
bond, 


ci 


and the following, offered by Mr. FosTER as a substitute for the 
original resolution : 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lien thereof the following: 
“ That a reduction of the tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient." 


The CHAIRMAN. Upon this joint resolution and the pending 
ae debate is limited to twenty minutes by order of the 

ouse, 

Mr. TUCKER. As I understand, the time for discussion of the 
pending amendments has been limited to twenty minutes. I yield 
to the pane from Maine [Mr. HALE] and the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BuTLER] for ten minutes. 

Mr. HALE. Ihave as yet heard no answer given to my proposition 
of the other day that this is simply an effort on the part of a certain 
interest to take money from the United States Treasury or to keep 
money from going into it, and if the effort is successful it must involve 
taxation somewhere else. I then asked if any gentleman could tell 
ine, In case this favor should be granted to the whisky interest, where 
the deficit could be made up. To that I have had no answer. 

Certain gentlemen were somewhat moved or excited by what I 
said to turn upon my own State in reference to this matter. Now, I 
am 80 earnest and interested in opposing this measure that I deem it 
wise to pay attention strictly to the Dill and its merits and to take 
no time for the purpose of stepping aside and discussing questions 
of States and their position in reference to this subject. 

As already stated, this is simply a question of where we shall make 
up the deficit if this favor is granted to the whisky interest. Will 
you tax tea and coffee, upon every man’s table, in order to grant a 
favor to the whisky interest? Will you add to the tax on iron? 
Will you tax incomes? The money must come from somewhere. 

It has been replied by gentlemen on the other side that this is 
no raid upon the Treasury, that there is no design to take money 
from the Treasury, but that the only object is to grant a favor to 
this interest merely by giving them time for the payment of this 
e.. that is so, then there is an opportunity for the friends of 

‘ e 


one or both of the amendments now pending. If gentlemen who 
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asure to make their assertion positive and sure by voting for | 
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take the position that there is no raid intended upon the Treasury 
will vote for the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. BuTLeR,] then it will be settled surely and strongly that there 
is no intention to obtain the benefit of a reduced rate of taxation, 
but that when the whisky shall be withdrawn from bond it shall 
pay the tax that now rests upon it. 

It is also said that this has nothing to do with an attempt to reduce 
the rate of tax on whisky. If that be so, then let gentlemen vote 
for the other amendment, the ene submitted by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Foster, ] which states that in the opivion of this House 
there should be no reduction in the rate of taxation upon distilled 
spirits. If this is not the project connected with this demand and if 
there is no intention to take advantage of a reduction of the tax 
upon distilled spirits, then let gentlemen vote for the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio and the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. If those two amendments shall be adopted, I guar- 
antee that gentlemen will not be urged by their constituents or by 
this interest to force upon the House at this time of waning revenues 
a ge which will make the deticit larger than it is at present. 

fr. TUCKER. I now yield three minutes to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [ Mr. WHITTHORNE. ] 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I desire to make one or two remarks upon 
the original proposition as reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. As I look upon it, it is simply a business proposition and 
an act of justice to the citizens of this country. I assume, from the 
remarks of the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. HALE] the other day, that 
the estimate of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue is that in the 
course of the next five months there will be manufactured six million 
gallons of spirits to be put in bond, from which revenue is to be 
collected. Estimating it at that amount, then at ninety cents per 
gallon it will yield a revenue of $5,400,000. 

Now, considering this as a business proposition, it is proposed to 
suspend the collection of that amount of money for a period of five 
months. At the end of that time, if by chance Congress shall have 
reduced the rate of tax say 33 per cent., then the loss to the Govern- 
ment in revenue would be $1,800,000. Now let us look at the other 
side of the proposition. If during this agitation of the question of 
a reduction of the tax on whisky you enforce the collection of the 
present rate, then I submit to the business view of every gentleman 
on this floor that you will diminish the production during that period 
of time at least 33 per cent. Men will not risk their capital and 
labor in the production of an article upon which there may be a loss 
to that extent. Hence I assume that the diminished production will 
be 33 per cent. If that be true and a fair and reasonable estimate, 
there will be the same loss of revenue to the United States in either 
case. 

Supposing, however, that that calculation be wrong, then I submit 
that in enforcing the collection of this tax at this time you add the 
hazard of bankrupting many small industries of this country, and 
in doing that you destroy the agencies which will produce your rev- 
enue. In running that risk you will run more risk to the revenue 
than is involved in the proposition of the gertleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. TUCKER. ] 

We come, then, to the question of justice to the citizens of the 
United States. A man has embarked his capital and his labor in this 
industry ; by your action you are putting in peril his profit. Ought 
you todo it? Ought you not to be just to him? Onght you not to 
pause over a question that may involve him in bankruptcy, and, 
while involving him in bankruptcy, will also involve a loss to the 
Government? Looking at the measure, Mr. Chairman, in this aspect 
of it, I believe it is my duty to support the proposition submitted 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Now, then, sir, it is said by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Har] 
and others that here the Government is in a strait for means; that it 
is in need of revenue; that there is a threatened deficiency between 
the expenditures and the revenues of the Government of over 
$11,000,000. What is your Secretary of the Treasury doing now? 
Why, sir, he is retaining in his hands over $100,000,000 idle and un- 
employed, and the whole body of the commonwealth is paying inter- 
est on that sum. For what purpose is he doing it? That he may 
gratify another set of speculators in this country—capitalists, bond- 
holders. Let him turn that sum loose and relieve all the industries 
of this country. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TUCKER. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, I cannot believe that the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Foster] should 
be considered favorably by this House. I do not see there is any 
necessity for our expressing an opinion here as to whether it would 


| be expedient or inexpedient to reduce the tax upon distilled spirits. 


Thisresolution that is before this committee does not involve, as I have 
said before, a question of reduction; it does not involve the question 
of permanent extension in bond; and I do not see why this House 
should travel out of its way, in advance of any counsel by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to express an opinion as to whether the 
revenues of this Government are to be protected or injured by the 
reduction of the tax on distilled spirits. 

I say, sir, this tax as it stands to-day is a tax npon production as 
well as upon consumption, and I say the time has come for the policy 
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of this Government to be changed in burdening unnecessarily every 
article of human indastry and production throughout the land. We 
do not mean, nor do we ask, nor is it the purpose of this joint reso- 
lution, as we conceive, to loosen a single hold the Government has on 
the producer of distilled spirits for this revenue. We do not propose 
to reduce that tax by the terms or effect of this resolution; we do 
not propose a decrease of revenue; and I here assert what will be 
borne out by the resolution, if the resolution is adopted, that its 
effect will be to increase the revenue by starting manufacturing 
establishments which to-day are idle, to employ capital, to employ 
labor, and provide revenue that you will not now get and never will 
get until you remove the repressive band you have put upon this 
great industry. 

Its magnitude dannot be well overstated. It is not asked as a 
boon. Whatever mo ejudices may be cherished against this 
manufacture it has a right to stand before this Congress upon its 
merits as a revenue-paying interest. It has a right to be considered 
fairly as long as it is taxed even beyond the limits of fairness. If 
it be to decrease the revenue or if it be not to increase the revenue, 
if that be not the aim and purpose of this resolution, as suggested 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, supported by the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue, and borne out by the conclusions of com- 
mon reason, if it be not to add to the revenues of your Government, 
we will not ask its favorable consideration at your hands. It is an 
act of simple justice to an interest which to-day is paralyzed and 
destroyed by reason of this agitation in Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, rose. 

Mr. TUCKER. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman has had his five minutes, 
which is all he can claim under the rule. 

Mr. TUCKER. But I am entitled to five minutes while I have the 
floor. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I am entitled to five minutes, under 
the rule, if I get the floor. 

Mr. SAYLER. Not after the House has ordered debate to be 
closed. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not yet closed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman, my colleague, can only 
control his five minutes. 

Mr. TUCKER. We have only exhausted five minutes of the ten 
allowed on this side. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. In reference to the five minutes it is 
exactly as it is in reference to the hour rule in the House. Each 
meniber is given only tive minutes, and as my colleague has exhausted 
his five minutes and I now have the floor I hope I will be allowed to 
rroceed, 

' Mr. TUCKER. But I have not had my five minutes. 

Mr. ILARRIS, of Virginia. You have yielded your five minutes 
away. 

Mr. SAYLER. I rise toa point of order against the gentleman from 
Virginia. We have discussed this section under the five-minutes rule, 
as the House has ordered debate shall be closed in so many minutes. 
I say you cannot extend that under the five-minutes rule or under any 
other rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. That time has not expired. 

Mr. SAYLER. I understand that, but I understand that one-half 
of the time was to be controlled by the gentleman from Virginia, [ Mr. 
TUCKER, ] the colleague of the gentleman who rises to speak. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Harxis] who is now on the tloor claims 
that he has five minutes by right and I say he has not. 

Mr. TUCKER. I wish my colleague to understand that I am per- 
fectly willing that he should have any amount of time if sufficient 
time remained. 

Mr. SAYLER. Ihave no objection to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Harris] speaking. I have only an objection to its being 
claimed that he can speak now in his own right. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would have been through by this 
time with what I have to say if I had been allowed to go on. 

Mr. TUCKER, There were allowed twenty minutes of general de- 
bate on the pending proposition 

Mr. BURCHARD. Will the gentleman allow me to say that he is 
mistaken in saying “ general debate.” This is debate under the five- 
minutes rule. General debate was closed when the subject was last 
under covpsideration. And now the five-minutes debate, by order of 
the House, on the pending amendments, has been limited to twenty 
minutes, and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] has only 
five minutes on the pending amendments. That limitation does not 
apply to amendments which may be offered hereafter. 

Mr. TUCKER. Do I understand from the Chair that I have five 
minutes left? 

TheCHAIRMAN, The Honse limited debate on the pending amend- 
ments to twenty minutes. The Chair understood there was an ar- 
rangement made by common consent between the gentleman from 
Virginia | Mr. TUCKER] and the gentleman from Maine oe HALE] 
that they should each control ten miputes of the time. If that was 
not the understanding of the committee, then the Chair feels bound 
to rule that no gentleman can contro] more than five minutes. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Common consent cannot change the rule of 
the House. 
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I that I had 
a little tin 


Mr. HALE. I wish to say that I did not understan, 
the control of ten minutes of the time. I only wanted 
myself, and I supposed the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Br 
LER, } who had offered the amendment, would perhaps or soe 2 
minutes on the recognition of the Chair. But I did not undes... 
to control the time at all. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read Rule 60, 

The Clerk read as follows : 


@ 


60. No member shall occupy more than one hour in debate on any quostin 
the House or in committee; bat a member reporting the measure under eons. 
ation from a committee may open and close the debate: Provided, Vhat whyor.t, 
bate is closed by order of the House, any member shall be allowed, iy eo: 
five minutes to explain any amendment he may offer, after which any 
who shall first obtain the floor shall be allowed to speak five minutes in oy t 
to it, and there shall be no further debate on the amendment ; but thy ~. “ es ; 
lege of debate shall be allowed in favor of and against any amendment th spice 
be offered to the amendment; and neither the amendment nor an ame 
the amendment shal! be withdrawn by the mover thereof unless by the unanin 
consent of the committee: Provided further, That the House may, by the yur, 
a majority of the members present, atany time after the five minutes del, 
taken place upon proposed amendments to any section or paragraph of a bi!| ely... 
all debate upon such section or paragraph, or at their eloction upon the pe ud 
amendments only. 7 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Harris) js 
recognized. . 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The agitation of the questions inyolyed 
in this resolution as well as of those affecting the tariff where a pe. 
duction is proposed affects the whole of the interests of the country. 
For instance, if we propose to reduce the tariff it paralyzes the busi- 
ness of the country until there is a finality of the question. If we 
propose to reduce the taxes on any important article it paralyzes t)e 
business on which the tax is proposed to be reduced. ‘The Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means, foreseeing that, have offered a joint resolu. 
tion suspending the operation of the bonding law until June next, 
Why? Because if Congress should pass a law to reduce the tax it 
acts onerously on the manufacturer, and to that extent it suspends 
the purchase, it suspends the sale, and injuriously atfects the pro- 
ducer. The distiller will not buy grain. He cannot sell. No man 
will buy. This, therefore, is done to protect him. 

If Congress docs not mean to change the law, I think it is the 
bounden duty of Congress to say so. If you do not mean to reduce 
the tax, then adopt the sieanianenl of the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Foster.] And if you adopt that amendment it is notice to the 
trade that we do not mean to reduce the tax. Then the resolution 
of my colleague [Mr. TUCKER] becomes unnecessary; because that 
is one offered in the contingency that we mean to reduce the tay. 
Therefore, sir, I think it is well for the trade and well for the coun- 
try that the House shall express its opinion on the substitute of the 
gentleman from Ohio. If we vote down his amendment, thereby 
implying that we mean to reduce the tax, and then go on and finally 
fail to reduce the tax, you see how it will operate as a surprise to 
the country. Yousee how it leads the trade intoerrorsand mistakes, and 
therefore if we mean not to change the tax on distilled spirits, let us 
say so now. That is notice to the trade and notice to the world, aud 
no further legislation is necessary upon the subject. 

Mr. HOUSE. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Certainly. 

Mr. HOUSE. Do you want the House to say whether the tax shall 
be reduced or not, in advance of the report from the Comunittee of 
Ways and Means? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Certainly. There is not a gentleman in 
the House, I presume, who has not made up his mind whether he is or 
is not in favor of a reduction of the tax. If he is in favor, he will 
vote against the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. Fos- 
TER, ] and if he is not in favor of a reduction of the tax he will vote 
for it, and then the trade will know what they have to rely upon in 
the future. I am not hostile to the relief prayed for. On the con- 
trary, I favor a permanent law fixing the period for distilled spirits 
to remain in bond at two years instead of one. I only entreat the 
House, in the interest of the trade and the producer, to decide this 
question now and not leave it open. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire now to bring the attention of the commit- 
tee to the amendment which I have the honor to offer. I want to 

ive the relief which is asked for here, that when all trade is para- 
yzed, when there is an uncertainty whether there will be or bot 4 
reduction of the tax on distilled spirits, the Government shall step 
in and give time so as not to call the whisky out of bond. And 
while I am willing, nay, desirous to do that, I do not want the whisky 
kept in bond, and to have the Government find money to keep it in 
bond in order that somebody may speculate upon the question of 4 
reduction of the tax. That is the object of my amendment and | 
have heard nobody op it. Let us say to these men, we will give 
you time if you want it, and if you do not want it do not take it, but 
take your whisky now, or wait until the action of the two Ilouses; 
for let me remind the gentleman from Virginia that it takes the (wo 
Houses of Congress to do it, and no one can tell what the action mas 
be if a lobby is here. I say give them time until the 30th of June to 
withdraw their whisky, so that they may not have to pay the tax 
before that time; in other words, lend them money to keep it in bout 
and I shall be content, but not for speculative purposes. If thes do 
keep it in bond and the judgment of Congress is that they ought le 
pay the tax, let them when they take it out pay it precisely as they 
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aid now. Now, to show that I am not alone in this matter I send 
ek the Clerk’s desk, and ask to have read as a part of my speech, a 
: from a gentleman in New York engaged in the tobacco trade, 
ss - ae practical man, and in order to s 10W how far a practical to- 
ecco i rchant agrees with me, the Clerk will please read the letter. 


fhe Clerk read as follows: 













New York, January 26, 1878. 


Emboldened on the strength of your very able remarks yesterday on 
the writer takes the liberty to ask your further co-operation in 


estion, 


How Soaee would we be if either Congress let this tax severely alone or act 


t delay, either by a reduction or by a public declaration that no reduction 

eee lace. Otherwise all tobacco merchants will have to close up business. 

Trade isata stand-still. We cannot sell any goods, as everybody says tax will come 

iown. The tobacco factories are all as much as closed up, and the workmen out 

* epployment; and by furthering the end of this tax question you will save many 

—" .wkruptcy and starvation and will earn the thauks of the trade. 

i Very respectfully, your most obedient, ‘ 
e M. FALK. 








will take } 


BexsaMin Butcer, M. C., 


Tion Washington, D. 0. 


Mr. BUTLER. That is from one of the largest tobacco houses in 
Now York; from a gentleman I never saw. 

: {Here the hammer fell. ] a oe : : ; 

Mr. TUCKER. Ifthe House will give me their attention for five min- 
ntes, that is all I desire in ordertoexplain this wholematter. Mr.Chair- 
man in regard to the amendment as asubstitute offered by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. FosTER] I have simply this to say: the Committee 
of Ways and Means—and I divulge no secret that I ought not to di- 
v ulge—have under their consideration the modification of tariff duties 
as well as internal-revenue taxes. But no report is made from that 
committee, while they have this whole subject under their consider- 
ation, When a reduction on one article is dependent upon the reduc- 
tion that may bé made upon others. It is proposed now in this House 
tospring upon this resolution reported from that committee an amend- 
ment which takes from their hands substantially the decision of this 
question as a part of the whole scheme of their report, and to say to 
them “ We know better than you do in regard to this question, and in- 
struct you to eliminate from your consideration this particular prop- 
osition. 

Now I say to gentlemen on the other side and to my colleague, 
[Mr. FosTeR,] that much as I respect their knowledge and informa- 
tion, they cannot know as much about this matter as gentlemen who 
have devoted more than a month to the hearing of every one who 
comes here to talk about the reduction of taxes, and therefore I ap- 
peal to the House as a matter of courtesy to the Committee of Ways 


such spirits into auch warehouse, under the provisions of section 3293 of the 
vised Statutes of the United States, shall, on written request being made as Lereiu 
specified, be extended until and including the 23th day of June, 1378: 
That in each case of such extension there shall be indorsed upon, or appended to, 
the warehousing bond a written request for such extension, duly executed by tho 
principal and sureties of the bond, and acknowledged by each of them before a 
collector or deputy collector of internal revenue, or some oflicer authorized to taku 
the esknowien 

bond are, at the time of such request, satisfactory to the collector of the district, 
and, if not satisfactory, that an additional warehousing bond, with sureties satis- 
factory to the collector, shall be given. 


The CHAIRMAN. It will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
That the time within which distilled spirits in distillery warehouses are requires 


l 
to be withdrawn therefrom pursuant to the conditions of any warehousing bond 
taken within one year prior to the passage of this resolution, upon the entry of 


p> 
det 


Provided, 


gment of deeds: Provided further, That the sureties on the said 


Mr. FOSTER. I make the point of order that the gentleman can- 


not offer a substitute for a substitute. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it very clear that the gentle- 


man from Ohio (Mr. BANNING] might move to strike ont a part of 
the words of the substitute proposed by the other gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Foster] and to insert other words in their place. 
equally clear in the opinion of the Chair that he can move to strike 


It is 
out all the words and insert others. It is simply an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. BANNING. I think if I can get the attention of the members 
of the Committee of the Whole a few words of explanation will 
show the propriety of adopting my proposition. The substitute which 
I have offered is the identical resolution referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, except that it changes the date to the 28th of June 
instead of the 30th. And I offer it to avoid a vote upon the question 
of the amount of tax at this time. 1 desire to say only a word to the 
House on this subject. In the first place, it has been claimed here 
that the trade does not want this extension of time, that the manu- 
facturers do not want it. I say, representing as I do with my col- 
league (Mr. SAYLER] manufacturers who pay more than $6,000,000 
a year—more than $500,000 every month—that they desire this ex- 
tension of time. I have here a telegram from them asking for it, 
and I ask the Clerk to read it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

CINCINNATI, On10, January 28, 1878. 

We, the undersigned, urgently request your carnest effort in support of the bill 
extending time of goods in bond to Sate 30. 

James Levy & Bro.; Walsh & Kellogg; Maddux, Hobart & Co.; Elias Block & 
Sons; Mahr, Mahr & Co.; L. Levi & Bros. ; J. W. Gaff & Co.; W. W. Jonson & 
Co.; Fleischman & Co.; Edmund Dexter & Sous; P. Rohrer & Co.; Miami Dis- 
tilling Company of Hamilton, Ohio; Freiberg & Workum; Loffheimer & Lros, 

Hon. H. B. BANNING. 


and Means, as a matter of right and justice and to the due considera- 
tion of this question, that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio shall be voted down, and that we shall now take up the consid- 
eration of this report from the committee as a means by which relief 
shall be given to these parties pending the consideration by both 
Ilouses of Congress of this question of a reduction. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, on the subject of the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] I will call his at- 
tention to section 3293 of the Revised Statutes. Under that section 
when the distiller puts his distilled spirits into bond he exccutes a 
bond with sureties conditioned to pay the then existing tax upon his 
spirits. The quantity of the distilled spirits entered, and the rate of 
the existing tax, are recited in the entry and recited in the conditions 
of the bond. The bond which he executes at that time is, that at the 
end of the year he will pay the then existing tax upon the spirits. 
The resolution which the Committee of Ways and Means have in- 
structed me to report is a resolution which extends the operation of 
that bond to the 30th day of June, as if the “30th day of June” was 
originally inserted in its conditions. Therefore the only effect of this 
joint resolution is to accomplish the very purpose which the gentle- 
maui from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] proposes by his amendment ; 
that is to say, so far as this resolution 1s concerned the parties are 
not exempted from the payment of the ninety-cent tax, and they 
give their bonds to pay that tax on the 30th day of June. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. Then what objection is there to the amend- 
ment? 

_ Mr. TUCKER. It is a superfluity. If it means nothing, why put 
itin there? The Committee of Ways and Means, upon considering 
the resolution as originally drawn by the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, modified it upon my proposition so as to secure the Govern- 


Mr. BANNING. This resolution is for the relief of the men who 
have large amounts of whisky in bond, the price of which has been 
greatly reduced by the uncertainty of what action Congress will take 
upon the question of a reduction of the tax. It is for the relief of 
these men and not for the benefit of any ring of speculators, as has 
been intimated. 

I am afraid that the adoption or rejection of my colleague’s resolu- 
tion will not settle the question. 

Mr. FOSTER. Why not? 

Mr. BANNING. Because the question will still be pending in the 
House before the Ways and Means Committee, where it is now being 
considered. I think that committee will report at an early day upon 
the question of tax; then it will be well cubabdered in this House and set- 
tled. Itis avery important question—the amount of tax—important 
to the manufacturer and producer, and important to the country; I 
think of sufficient importance to be well considered in the committee 
and in this House. I think it due to the traders and producers, to the 
country, and to this House that it should be so considered. No man 
on this floor is more anxious than myself to have this question set- 
tled. The producers and tax-payers I represent want it settled. 
But, Mr. Chairman, I want it settled so that the trade will know it 
is settled, and that it will not again be changed by this Congress at 
least; and for this reason I have offered my amendment so as to 
avoid a vote upon the question of the amount of tax until the com- 
mittee reports upon it, which I am assured will be at an early day. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I hope the House will adopt the resolution 
extending the time for payment of the tax upon the goods in bond, 
and relieve the holders whose goods have so decreased in price by 
reason of the agitation of the question of change of tax by Congress. 





ment that the extension of time should be for the payment of the tax, 
the same as if the extension of time was in the original bond. The 
committee adopted my proposition and have reported it to this House. 

So far as this resolution is concerned, holding our hands from the 
decision of the question whether there shall be a reduction of the 
tax or not, leaving that question in abeyance, we simply say that 
pending this controversy, and in order to save the men who are pay- 
ing an enormous tax to the Government, from whom the Government 
receives so large a portion of its revenue, we will extend the time 
for the payment of the tax. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BANNING. I move as a substitute for the substitute of my 


colleague (Mr. Foster] and the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachnsetts (Mr. BuTLER] that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
Mr. FOSTER. 


I do not see how that can be done. 





{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. Chairman, my colleague has read some au- 
thorities from Cincinnati upon tlas question. I am not surprised. 
that manufacturers of distilled spirits, if they believe the tax is going 
to be reduced, should beg to have this extension in bond. But the 
gentleman does not, I think, represent the whole case when he says 
nearly the whole distilling interest of Cincinnati, by signing the tel- 
egram he has read, indicate that they believe the tax ought to bo 
reduced. I hold in my hand a letter written from the firm of John 
H. Gaff & Co., which, I am informed by gentlemen from Cincinnati, 
is the foremost firm of distillers and rectifiers in that city—— 

Mr. BANNING. Will the gentleman allow me 

Mr. GARFIELD. Not in my five minutes. 

Mr. BANNING. I wish my colleague to state exactly what are the 
facts. i 
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gram I had read, while the Gaff & Co. whose letter my colleague 
proposes to read are Indiana distillers. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Whatever statement the gentleman desires to 
make he can wake in his own time. Let me read this letter. The 
letter is as follows: 

Cixcrsnatt, O10, January 26, 1878. 

Dran Stn: I notice in the morning papers that “all the whisky men are in favor 
of reduction of tax, with the single exception of James W. Gaff.” This is not the 
case bere. Not less than one-half of the distilling capacity here are against reduc- 
tion, and three-fourths would be if they knew it would take sixty days to become 
alaw. The depression occasioned by the two or three months’ agitation of the tax 
would be very Tienstrous, as wines would decline greatly below cost of production, 
(selling now at least three cents below cost of manufacture,) and very few are in a 
yosition to curtail their production at this season of the year, their distillery pens 
being full of half-fattened stock, and to some will prove ruinous. 

Four-fifths of the whisky now in bond must be withdrawn in the next three or 
four months by reason of the expiration of the tax period, and any one who be- 
lieves the tax will be reduced thirty or fifty cents by the Ist of May would not 
withdraw and pay ninety cents tax, but would prefer for the Government rather 
to confiseate the whisky; and 1 predict the Government wonld become a large 
owner of Bourbon whisky in case the Committee of Ways and Means should rec- 
ommend a radical reduction of the tax and the House pass the bill. 

About two years since whisky tax was raised from seventy to ninety cents, 
against the protest of the entire producing interest. It was asserted it was abso- 
lutely aecessary to increase the tax, and, according to Secretary Sherman's report, 
itis the more imperative now 


made up by _ ing tax on income. The great commercial depression, as shown 
by vast number of failures and bankruptcies during the last year, indicate a very 
amal!l revenue from that source, although the tax would be a just ope. An increase 
of one or two dollars on beer would be more to the point, and should be done, as it 
will not increase the cost of collection ; but all of this will not meet the deficiency 
caused by reduction of tax on whisky 

I believe the Government needs an increase of the tax; at least I utterly fail 
to see how it can afford a reduction. Whisky is taxed less in this country than in 
any other, and being considered an article of luxury, why then reduce the tax 
on itand place it on necessaries of life? 

We have experienced a decline of 20 per cent. on the actual cost by the present 
agitation, and it is expected that Government should exbibit some stability in 
taxing any article for revenue, especially when a change in tax causes such results 
and losses to the manufacturer. I believe the tax as it is, is faithfully collected, 
except from the moonshiners in Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Carolinas, 
and the argument that more revenue could be collected from a less tax is simply 
absurd. . 


The argument that there would be more used with a less tax is ridiculons, as 
those who want to drink will have it 

Of course scarcity of employment leaves many without the means of procuring 
it; and to the argument that high tax is ruining the business, I would suggest too 
much competition, too long credit, and absence of commercial honesty and the 


facility with which whisky can be turned into money and the debtor pay bis debts 
under the present bankruptey law fully disprove that point. 

In conclusion I would say we desire no agitation or legislation, but if it must be 
reduced, let it be done gradually, say ten cents on the Ist of January, 1879, ten 
cents on the Ist of July, 1879, and sv on until the Government will cry enough, 
which 1 am satisfied will be before the first reduction is reached. This would be 
only in justice to these whe have free whisky on hand aging legitimately, and 
would allow them to realize in part the ninety cents already paid the Government. 

I would respectiully ask you to give the matter your kind consideration, and re- 
main, respectiully, yours, 


Cc. L. HOWE. 
Iion. James A. GARFIELD, M. C., Washington, D. C. 
Mr. SAYLER. Who signs the letter? 


Mr. GARFIELD. C. L. Howe. The arguments and facts stated 
cannot be gainsaid. As I stated in my remarks the other day, 
in the first place, I hope the House will vote for the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BuTLer,] which is an 
amendment to the main proposition, and in the next place, in 
order to meet the trouble suggested by my colleague [Mr. Ban- 
NING] if we pass the amendment of my other colleague, [Mr. 
Foster, } I will move, when in order, an amendment to that amend- 
ment to settle the question, in these words: “ That the Committee of 
Ways and Means be hereby directed to report no measure for the 
reduction of tax on distilled spirits.” This will give instant relief 
irom the agitation of which these gentlemen complain. But if we 
pass this resolution as the gentleman from Virginia has reported it, 
will not the effect be to relieve all whisky in bond from the pay- 
ment of tax? It is a well-settled principle of law that when by leg- 
islation we materially change the terms of a contract or a bond we 
release all the parties thereto. The effect will be to release the sure- 
ties upon these bonds and to relieve these distilled spirits from the 
payment of any tax whatever. 

I have on my table a letter written to one of my colleagues [Mr. 
TOWNSEND ] in reference to tobacco, which shows exactly the same 
state of facts. It is as follows: 

CLEVELAND, Omio, January 21, 1878. 

Dear Sta: We notice a certain element in the tobacco trade using all influence 
that is possible to be brought to bear upon the Ways and Means Committee favor- 
ing areduction of the tobacco tax from twenty-four cents to twelve cents. As manu- 
facturers we would respectfully ask that you use all your influence against said 
reduction and in favor of its remaining where it now is. It is our humble opinion 
that should there be a reduction by this Congress it would be for but one year, only 
to be disturbed and agitated at next session, much to the detriment of the trade. 
During the present agitation we are but working a little over half our capacity, 
when ordinarily this should be our busy season. Manufacturers have become 
accustomed to paying the present tax, and it so reaches the consumer that not one in 
five knows to what extent he is assisting the Government. While we admit that 
the present tax is high we know of none more cheerfully paid, and it is our opinion 
that were a reduction to be made it would not increase the consumption one pound. 

Could the present tax be fixed for say three or five years it would not only be a 
great relief to manufacturers and jobbers but would greatly increase the revenue 


to the Government. Respectfully yours, 
J. SCHRIBER & CO. 
Iion. AMOS TOWNSEND, Washington, D. C. 


{ Here the hammer fell.) 


; besides it will cost just as much to collect thirty | 
millions as it does fifty-six. It is suggested that part of the deficiency could be | 
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Mr. SAYLER rose. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendme; t 
hausted. ‘ 
Mr. SAYLER. I move to strike out the last word in the . } 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. I only want one 
for a minute, and then I will yield the rest of my time to the ae 
man from New York, [Mr. Cox.] ~~ GERtle. 
I want to say a word, Mr. Speaker, in regard to this matter, My 
colleague from Ohio, who has just spoken, speaks of the sentines:.. 
the men who manufacture this product. Now, I want to say tha . 
have personal information, from direct and immed a 


A ’ iate conve rsatioy 
with these gentlemen, as to what they desire. I want to say that 


¢ letter is opposed to a 
reduction of the whisky tax. He is connected with what is know, 


as the Gaff firm, a very large manufacturing firm. The dis rate) 
that I hold in my hand, which is precisely similar to the disnat h 

popes by my colleague, is signed by the firm of J. W. Gaff 
» Co. 

Mr. CONGER. Does the gentleman know the handy riting? 
iTanahies.) "8 

Mr. SAYLER. I will state tothe gentleman that I do know {J 
handwriting of the telegraph operator. I have received eh 
many communications from him. But what I want to say is thie: 
The proposition with which the Committee of Ways and Mees 
comes before the House is not a proposition as to wheiher the tay - 
spirits shall be reduced, kept where it is, or increased. It js simply 
a proposition that pending the discussion of this question, and until 
it is settled by Congress, the distillers who have large quantities jy 
bond, mainly because by the high tax we force it into the hands of . 
few rich manufacturers, shall be relieved from the necessity tempo- 
rarily of taking their whisky out of bond and paying ninety cents 
duty on it. ; ; 

Mr. CONGER. May I ask the gentleman a legal question? Wil] 
the provisions of a joint resolution preserve the validity of a statutory 
bond even if the parties to the bond signify their asseut to the change 
made by the joint resolution ? E 

Mr. SAYLER. I think so, unquestionably. 

Mr. CONGER. I think unquestionably not. 

Mr. SAYLER. Ido not understand how we are going to affect 
that feature of the question. It has been before my own mind. | 
was speaking of it yesterday. I think we are entirely safe so far as 
that point is concerned. It is a question fairly tobe considered; but 
I think there is no doubt about the fact that we preserve intact the 
right of the Government as to these gentlemen who have given the 
bond. 

Mr. CONGER. Willa mere joint resolution have this effect? 

Mr. SAYLER. It has precisely the effect of a bill. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio a question. 
In his opinion would the passage of this resolution bind the manu- 
facturer to pay the ninety cents tax up to the 30th of June, after the 
expiration of the twelve months during which the spirits actually 
remain in bond? 

Mr. SAYLER. Not necessarily. So far as the question is raised 
here that the distillers shall be forced to pay the ninety cents ou the 
30th of June, I say frankly I am opposed to it. 1t is an outrage; it 
is simply killing the goose in this country that lays the golden egg 
and destroying the industry that is very largely paying the revenues 
of this country. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. SAYLER. How much of my time ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Five minutes. 

Mr. SAYLER. It was taken from me by the other side. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman yielded some of it. 

Mr. SAYLER. I wanted to reserve part of my time to yield to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox. ] 

Mr. FOSTER. I offered this amendment of mine in the utmost 
good faith. The interests of the country demand that this question 
should now be settled. I am a little surprised at my colleagues from 
the Cincinnati district because their information seems to me sonie- 
what different from that of all the rest almost of the gentlemen on 
this floor. So far as my colleagues here on the right are concerned 
the sentiment is universal that they desire this question to be settled 
now. 

I yield to no one in courtesy to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
for 1 was once myself a member of that great committee. But the 
Committee of Ways and Means have brought this question into the 
House upon a proposition that looks at least to the reduction of the 
tax on whisky ; and I want to say to the gentlemen of this House aud 
to the other side, however much our democratic friends may desire 
a oe tax on whisky may be reduced, that is one thing they can- 
not do. 

And now I say, gentlemen, let us walk up to this thing like men 
to-day and settle it and permit this great industry to go on making 
money and prosperous. To-day a gallon of whisky cannot be mace 
and sold without the loss of ten cents a gallon, and if this agitation 
is continued three months, four-fifths of this industry will be ruined, 
as has been stated by the gentleman on the other side. I ask aud | 
appeal to gentlemen on the other side to settle the question now and 
to settle it forever. I ask gentlemen on the other side if they pro- 
pose to tax tea and coffee to make up the loss of this income if they 


IS ex. 


OW] 





ret 








1878. 


vince this tax. One gentleman says he proposes to tax incomes. | 
Th tisa mighty good thing, and I ask my democratic friends when 
A do this to pass a law so stringent and binding that democratic | 
wndidates for President will be compelled to pay the tax. 
Mr COX, of New York. I move to strike out the last word. The 
po tleman from Ohio (Mr. Foster] who has just taken his seat has 
Thrown out the idea that this side of the House is ready now by an 
= ndment to reduce this tax, and therefore he opposes that propo- 
ai by his amendment, that a “reduction of the tax on distilled | 
cpirits is inexpedient.” Therefore the gentleman puts the question 
to this side, “ How are you to make up the deficiency; by a tax on tea 
and coffee, or by a tax on Income ” Sir, when he puts that question 
he shoots away off beyond the mark; he hits nothing and nobody ; | 
he is irrelevant to this measure of the committee. The proposition 
here and now is not for the purpose of reducing the tax. The very 
amendment proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means is that 
the tax shall not be reduced upon the whisky in bond. Is there any 
ambiguity in the proposition of the committee ? What do the com- 
jittee report as an amendment to the joint resolution ? 

(nd acknowledging their liability under the terms of said bond for the period for 

h the said extension is granted, as if the same were inserted in the body of 
i bond, to be duly executed, &c. 

Whatconld the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER ] mean by this 
amendment but that the tax should remain as it is, that it should be 
paid by themen who executed these bonds, according to the law ex- 
isting at the time the bonds were exeented, according to the express 
terms of the bond itself. Did he mean otherwise? If I thought he 
did I would not vote for the resolution. 

But, sir, lam opposed to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio {Mr. Foster] for another reason. F It is an abstract expression 
of an opinion, which is premature, and if it were not so I would not 
agree to it, Whenever you raise the tax beyond a certain maxinium 
you are almost always sure to get less revenue. This is axiomatic. 
We got the lowest revenue when the tax was $1.50 and the highest 
when it was fifty cents. 

Mr. FOSTER. We get the highest now, much the highest. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Ido not know about this year. 

Mr. FOSTER. It is over $52,000,000. 

Mr. COX, of New York. There is then two exceptional years, just 
enough to induce a general proposition, which depend upon some 
figures. In 1864, when the tax was twenty cents, we had a revenue 
of $25,431,000. In 1865, when the tax was sixty cents for the first 
six months and $1.50 for the last six months, the revenue fell off to 
$16,000,000. In 1866 the tax was raised to $2, and then most inex- 
plicab_y to $29,000,000. This was the exception I referred to as so 
conspicuous. In 1867 they fell off. In 1868, the tax was reduced 
under the advice of such economists as David A. Wells and Commis- 
sioner Orton to fifty cents, and lo! it raised a revenue of $33,225,000. 
In 1870 the same tax—fifty cents—gave $33,000,000. In 1871 it was 
$30,000,000, but the tax had been raised to seventy cents, and in 1872 


it was $32,000,000. 
In 1876 it was $52,000,000. 
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Mr. FOSTER. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Sir, this thing, to speak generally, is like 
amachine, If you put too much pressure and power into a cylinder, | 
you break the machine or destroy the man whoruns it. After a cer- 
tain pressure, the very interstices and rivets of the cylinder become 
sluices for the escape of the power. 

The larger the tax, the larger the premium for fraud; and if gen- 
tlemen opposite must talk morality and temperance let them remem- 
ber that a high tax begets fraud while a low tax favors legislative 
temperance and morality. 

Mr. BURCHARD. In my own opinion the questions that have been 
just presented to the House by the gentleman from New York [Mr. | 
Cox] are involved in the vote to-day. We cannot avoid it. No 
matter if the Committee of Ways and Means has not considered the 
matter, it is impossible to avoid an expression of opinion at this time. 
The proposition is now here and the best thing for the country, for 
Congress, and for the distilling interest is to decide that you will not 
reduce the tax. I hope there will be a square vote upon the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. FosTER.] ‘The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. ed is not correct in his statement that the 
lowest revenue was derived when the tax was $2. The lowest revenue 
received was when the tax was twenty cents. 

But if you wish to collect from this interest $50,000,000 we cannot 
reduce the rate of the tax. The gentleman has selected the years that 
are no criterion. He has selected a year when there was an antici- 
pated reduction of the tax ; when there was an agitation on the sub- 
Ject as there is now. Men in the business would not manufacture or 
would not buy, and the result was that as soon as the tax was reduced 
there was an increased production of seventy-seven millions of gal- 
lons, and in the next year it fell to fifty-nine million gallons. This 
shows that there had Senin an overproduction in the preceding year. 
The gentleman is entirely mistaken in the figures if he supposes that 
4s much revenue can be collected from a reduced tax as by leaving 
it at the present rate. I believe that you can collect from distilled 
Spirits trom $75,000,000 to $80,000,000 a year if necessary, though I do 
hot now advocate an increase. Great Britain collects $75,000,000 or | 
950,000,000 on a two-dollar tax that amounts to more than double what | 
we impose, Let us, now that the question is up, vote for the amend- | 
ent of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Foster.} Let us also vote for | 
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the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, | Mr. BUTLER. ] 
It is a notice, and that is all there is of it, to the trade that we do not 
intend to reduce the tax. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN. I move to strike ont the iast word. I believe 
that this subject, and this particular question, in the present condi- 
tion of the country, is almost of supreme importance. I regard our 
present tariff and revenue laws as absolutely monstrous. 1 am sin- 
cerely and ardently in favor ef reforming those laws; but I lay it 
down as a fundamental principle that the condition of the country 
absolutely forbids any hope of any reform in either of those laws at 
this session of Congress. I can show a hundred letters from distillers 
of whisky, from manufacturers of tobacco, from manufacturers of 
chemicals, and from a hundred other industries, every one of which 
predicts a storm of resistance to any change in the tariff which un- 
der the existing state of things the Committee of Ways and Means 
can possibly recommend. I believe that we are far more likely to 
see to-morrow morning God’s sunlight in this dark hall, from which 
it seems to have been forever shut out, than we are to succeed in satis- 
fying the country in reference to this question. Good faith to the dis- 
tillers of whisky demands of this House that we should tell them so. 

There is implied in this resolution, and in the support given to it, 
a belief that the tax upon whisky is to be largely reduced. Sir, that 
is impracticable, absolutely impracticable, unless we are to set the 
wheels of our Government toward permanent bankruptcy or unless 
tea and coffee can be taxed to make up the deficiency. Sugar is now 
taxed nearly or quite 100 per cent. upon its original cost. You re- 
fuse to tax tea and coffee, articles upon which the tax can be col- 
lected more easily, with less expense and with less injury than any 

other articles of commerce. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLackBURN] and other gen- 
tlemen who support this proposition, and the distillers of whisky, 
expect a large reduction of taxation upon distilled spirits by the 30th 
of June next. They cannot get it. While Congress is so utterly 
confused, misguided, and misled upon the great question of national 
and international currency [laughter] there is no more possibility of 
reforming our tariff, which is fifty years old, and a great disgrace to 
our civilization and a disgrace to our commerce, than there is of do- 
ing any other impossible thing. Talk about reforming the tariff, 
when you propose to build a Chinese wall around the commerce of 
our country by an impracticable ane discreditable silver lunacy. 
(Laughter. ] 

I say this is a question of great importance, far-reaching in its 
effects. It touches the foundation of all we work for, hope for, and 
love in this country. Tell the distillers of whisky that they cannot 
have any reduction of tax unless you impose a tax upon tea and 
coffee, and then you may go before the country. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CABELL. It is curious what shape this discnssion has taken. 
The proposition recommended by the Committee of Ways and Means 
is simply to extend the time during which holders of distilled spirits 
in bond can withdraw those spirits from bond. Instead of discuss- 
ing that question we have here now a discussion upon the question 
of a reduction of the tax. Iam sorry that question has been brought 
in here, because it certainly is apparent that this House is not now 
ready to take action on it. 

We have had no report on the subject from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. The information which it is their duty to give the 
House, that information which their wisdom and investigation may 
enable them to supply, has not yet been brought forward to inform 
us of what should be done in regard to this grave and important 
question. For what are our committees instituted? Why do we put 
in their hands the great and important questions confided to them? 
It is because all the members of this House cannot unite in looking 
after each and every question of legislation. For that reason this 
grave question has been confided to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. That committee has brought in no report here upon the sub- 
jevt, and the endeavor now is to take the whole spirit-tax question 
from the proper committee and forestall its consideration there by 
premature action upon the part of the House. 

I say that the question of the reduction of this tax has been im- 
roperly, not designedly so, perhaps, obtruded into our discussions 
ere. This House should consider simply the question which has 
been presented to it by the report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Some gentlemen have intimated that it is almost imperti- 
nent for these “ whisky men,” as they call them, to come here and 
ask legislation for their benefit. Whisky may be in itself a bad 
article; it may have its deleterious effects upon the country. Gen- 
tlemen may have ideas too moral and too high to permit them to use 
it or to see it used by others. Still those gentlemen are of the opinion 
that it is a good article for producing revenue for the country, and 
they are content to have it used in that way, their moral objections 
to spirits to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Oh, yes; they are willing to tax this article. But how should you 
tax it? Certainly in that way which will produce the most revenue 
to the Government. Will you do that by insisting upon this onerous 
tax of ninety cents per gallon upon a prodact which when brought 
into the market will command a price of but little over a dollar a 
gallon? If this is a good subject from which to raise revenue, then 
why do you want to kill it, to destroy it as an article of commerce ? 
If that is your object, then say so; but do not undertake to say that 
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you tax liquor simply because it is an article from which revenue 


can be raised, when in fact you have another object in view. 


I wasastonishedto hear the gentleman from Illinois[Mr. BuRCHARD ] 
speak in reference to the tax on distilled spirits in the way he did. 


He stated awhile ago, in speaking of this matter, that the lowest rev- 


enue at any time collected by the Government was derived from a 


tax of twenty cents per gallon. That is true. But the gentleman 


from Tilinois ought to have coupled with that statement the state- 
ment of the fact that when the rate of twenty cents per gallon was 


imposed on this article it was when the tax was first imposed by the 
Government, in 1862, when this country was severed in twain, when 


there was in fact a wall of fire separating the two sections of this 


country. Isay to the gentleman from Illinois that the highest rev- 
enue, except during the last fiscal year, was obtained in 1570, when 
the rate of taxation was reduced so low as fifty cents. Since July, 
162, the rate of taxation upon spirits has been changed six times, 
and the records of the Internal Revenue Department will bear me 
out in the statement that whenever the tax rate was reduced the 
amount of revenue was increased, and whenever the tax rate was 
increased the revenue fell away. 

Iky the change of tax in 168 the receipts of the Government were 
largely increased. The average revenue for some years prior to that 
time had been abont $19,000,000. As soon as the tax was lowered to 
fifty cents from $1.50 the average receipts largely increased. In 
1570 the revenue receipts from that source had so largely increased 
that they amounted to nearly $56,000,000, a sum larger than was 
ever before obtained under any other rate of taxation. ‘The statistics 
of the Internal Revenue Bureau show it. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROBBINS. Mr. Chairman, there are one or two things which 
I, as a member of the Committee of Ways and Means, desire to say 
on this resolution. One thing that I do not wish forgotten is that 
the original resolution, if passed, will not of itself reduce the tax on 
whisky in bond. Unless further legislation is had, such whisky will 
have to pay ninety cents tax. So,if the House passes the resolution 
as originally reported, it will still be in the power of the House to 
prevent the tax on that whisky from being put below ninety cents, 
if such be its wish. 

Is it necessary, then, Mr. Chairman, for this House to-day to pass 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER, ] 
which says in effect that yon shall not reduce the tax on whisky in 
bond below ninety cents? Why not leave the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, now engaged in perfecting a measure of revenue, after look- 
ing over the whole field, to do whatever is wise and proper in this as 
in every other particular? Why tie their hands and say, You may fix 
the revenue system, both internal and external; but this one thing 
you must not do? Sir, if it isa wise and fair way to act in reference 
to everything else, why not permif us to perfect our report also in 
this respect f 

As to the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Foster, } 
to substitute for this a declaration that the whisky tax shall not be 
reduced, I willsay simply this: We are urged to vote for that in order 
to settle the question at once. We will soon vote on his proposition 
and we will settle the question equally well by voting itdown. By 
that means we will indicate our purpose to reduce the tax on whisky 
and declare to the country that we will sustain the Committee of 
Ways and Means on such a report. 

Mr. Chairman, why not leave your committee having this impor- 
tant subject in charge—I do not ask it merely as a courtesy to the 
committee, but out of respect to the great interests involved—why 
not leave the committee which, 1 may say, I believe, without any im- 
propriety, is now almost ready to report to this House a well-con- 
sidered and much-improved system of revenue, external and interpal— 
why not leave the committee free in all these matters to perfect their 
bill, and not say beforehand they shall reduce the tax on spirits? 
Why limit their action on this or any other item? If we can show 
the tax on spirits or anything else can be reduced and such reduction 
will not hurt anybody, not hurt the revenue, not oppress any class, 
what objection can there then be to it ? 

But we need not bring in now the question of reducing the tax. 
Why not allow these distillers the extension of time proposed in 
the resolution for payment of the tax? Their market being de- 
stroyed for the present by the agitation on this subject, why should 
we compel them to pay this tax at once, and thus force them to 
invest immense sums of money in taxes which they will not be able to 
realize upon until you have unfettered their market by final action on 
the revenue bill soon to come from the Committee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. HALE. To whom does the gentleman refer by saying we have 
destroyed their markets ? Who made this agitation about the tax, ex- 
cept the whisky men themselves? The Government did not cause 
this fluctuation in the market. The agitation was raised by the 
whisky men themselves. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I hope the gentleman will not take my time. 

Mr. HALE. I will not if the gentleman objects. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I say in reply to the gentleman from Maine this 
agitation has produced the destruction of the market. The agitation 
itself is caused by the oppression of the tax, and so long as the tax 
remains so abnormally high there will be agitation. 

Mr. HALE. They raised the agitation themselves by bringing in 
this proposition, 








_Mr. ROBBINS. I hope the gentleman will not make speeches i; 
time. He makes a great many more speeches in this House th I 
Mr. HALE. I will wait. - 

Mr. ROBBINS. This is the first time I have ever bee 
it is a wise policy on the part of this Government to tax 
own productions as much as it will bear without being yi; 
crushed. Jf that is the true principle of taxation,I have re tc 
learn it. Here is a tax upon one of the industries of this count “ 
and you say that the true principle is to increase the tax until the, 
business shows signs of death. That is not my view of the sub my 
My idea is that you should leave a margin of profit for eve 
pation; not load the horse down till you see his back is breaking 
before you take off some of his burden. a 

Should we, necessarily, tax spirits ninety cents per gallon becansa 
that will bring 352,000,000 revenue? It is by no means self-evide 
that we ought to exact that much revenue from that industry merely 
because we can doit. I think it well worth inquiry, at least, whet} = 
we may not adjust taxation upon that interest more fairly and enyi. 
tably, as compared with other subjects of taxation, so as to make the 
public burdens fall more equally upon all. Leave your Committe; 
of Ways and Means free to do this if they can. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. It is seldom, Mr. Chairman, that ] 
trespass upon the time or patience of the House, but it is very disi- 
cult to remain silent upon an occasion so solemn and affecting ag 
this. Sir, we have heard that foreign war has devastated the {air 
fields of Europe; that our stricken commerce has been swept from 
the ocean ; that a financial simoom has withered our trade and pros- 
trated our industries; that our national credit has been assailed and 
our national honor been tarnished ; that a spirit of communism js 
sweeping through the land, and that great want and actual starya- 
tion stand at our very doors; but that above all—above even usu 
tion, bayonet rule,and “ carpet-baggism ” itself comes this last blighit- 
ing, crowning, crushing curse, which, if this House does not iuter- 
poseits power instanter to prevent, will actually checkthe manufact- 
ure and consumption of whisky among our people possibly for the 
period of sixty days. [Laughter and applause.] Sir, I admire the 
frankness and candor with which the promoters of this legislation 
avow its purport and purpose. The gentleman from Virginia, { Mr. 
TUCKER, ] whose exact language I will insert in my remarks, says: 

There is great danger that a large number of these distillers, from whom t 
Government obtains so large a revenue, may go down under the agitation of 1 
Pore The effect of that will be this, that so much capital is abstracted fron 
their industry in order to pay this tax that they will cease to distill, and a 
many of them now are talking of stopping their distilleries, and many have alrea: 
stopped. The result of a stoppage of these distilleries will be that in the future 
there will be less whisky to be taxed by the Government and the revenues of the 
Government may be affected by the action of the House in refusing to pass this 
resolution. On the contrary, if this resolution is passed we extend the time for 
whisky to be in bond only until the 30th of June next. The whisky will remain 
in bond, but the tax will not have to be paid during that peried, and the amount 
of money that would be needed for the payment of taxes would be used in the 
manufacture of whisky and the business will go on and prosper and the usual rev 
enue of the Government will be unaffected by it. 


my 


n told that 
one of our 
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Mr. Chairman, it has been claimed during this debate that a tax of 
ninety cents per gallon upon whisky was in the nature of unfriendly 
and class legislation. Did mortal man ever dream that it was other- 
wise, or that this traffic was anything different from an unmixed 
curse, to be regulated and controlled simply because it could not be 
prohibited by law? Sir, temperance is no special hobby of mine, 
though I claim to be a temperate man; but does any one doubt, can 
any one doubt, from the petitions coming up here day after day, 
week after week, month after month, from all ranks and classes 
of the people, antl which are deposited in the “petition box” and 
decorously buried in the proper committee, never to see the light 
again, but asking that the manufacture and importation of distilled 
spirits be prohibited by positive law—does any one doubt that, left 
to the judgment and conscience of the nation, such a law could be 
passed in forty-eight hours? Why, then, is it not enacted? Why, 
sir, simply because experienced legislators recognize the fact that it 
is not a question resting in the reason and judgment of men, but it 
rests in their passions, appetites, propensities, and customs which 
are stronger than all law ; and, because they believe it cannot be pro- 
hibited by legal enactment they seek to regulate and control it as 
an unavoidable evil, believing that the attempt at positive prolibi- 
tion would only spread the evil and perpetuate the curse. 

Hence the rule of sound legislation is not what will foster and save 
this traffic from bankruptcy, but how high a tax will produce a max- 
imum revenue? A tax which gives the Government ninety cents 4 
gallon while the owner’s interest is but fifteen cents has been found 
to work the best, and there it should be maintained. But who ever 
claimed that this was friendly legislation? What claim has this 
trafic upon friendly legislation, a traflic that fattens on the bodies 
and souls of men, wrecks families, defrauds the revenues, corrupts 
public officers, and builds up colossal fortunes, while it is an ever 
consuming fire, eating up the substance of the people? 

Yet this is the interest which comes out from bond, its intrench- 
ments, and which asks us to make it the special pet and darling of 
protective legislation, while it sets itself above our iron interests, 
cotton interests, our woolen interests, our silk interests, our agricult- 
ural interests, our labor interests, and asks to be fostered and guarded, 


| though the heaveus fall. 








For one, sir, I hope notice will be given here and now that it is 
not proposed to take one dollar off the tax on whisky, but that it 
must rely upon its own merits to maintain the even tenor of its way. 

Here the hammer fell.) ; ; ; 

Mr. TUCKER. Before moving that the committee rise for the 
purpose of closing debate, I wish to say a word in reply toa remark 
of the gentleman from Ohio—I mean the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. 
GRPIELD, so many gentlemen from that State having participated 
this debate. As I understood the gentleman from Ohio, he said 
the provisions of this joint resolution would not bind the sureties. 
Now, | undertake as a lawyer to say to him as a lawyer there can be 
yo doubt upon that. I beg to assure the House upon that point, and 
the very proviso which the Committee of Ways and Means put upon 
the original resolution drawn by the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
eyue Was intended to secure that end. It is in these words: 

Prorided, That in each case of such extension there shall be indorsed upon, or 
ded to, the warehousing bond a written request for such extension, and 
wwledging their liability under the terms of said bond for the period for which 
ibe said extension is granted, as if the same were inserted in the body of said bond, 
to be duly exeeuted by the principal and sureties of the bond. 








Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would suggest to my colleague that 
he onght to correct the text. The word “their” seems to have no 
antecedent. Whose liability is it? 

Mr. TUCKER. It refers to those who come in afterward. 
it is good English. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
ties” understood, 

Mr. TUCKER. I think if my friend were on the bench, as he nsed 
to be, he never would so decide. I now move that the committee 
rise for the purpose of closing debate. 

Mr. SAYLER. I rise to a question of order. When we went into 
Committee of the Whole it was ordered by the House that the debate 
should close on the pending amendments at the expiration of twenty 
minutes. Now, I insist that if this order meant anything at all it 
meant that at the expiration of twenty minutes we should take a 
vote on the then pending amendments. I do not say that this cuts 
off subsequent amendments if the committee chooses to entertain 
them, but I do say if the order of the House means anything at all 
it means What it says, and means that a vote shall be taken upon 
the pending amendments at the expiration of twenty minutes. We 
do not want to rise now, but we want to vote on the amendments. 

Mr. POTTER. I wish to ask the gentleman from Virginia one 
I wish to ask him how, if these whisky producers give 
bonds to pay this tax, any extension of time is to relieve them from 
the tax in future? 

Mr. TUCKER. The gentleman from New York was not present 
during the early stage of the discussion on the joint resolution. We 
have got off that into the discussion of gold and silver, into a dis- 
cussion de omnibus rebus et quibusdam aliis. My friend would have 
heard if he had been here that there is nowin bond coming out every 
month a large amount of whisky on which these parties have to pay 
an enormous tax; and if they are compelled to throw their goods on 
the market in the present agitated condition of the market, they 
would be subjected to loss if thereshould be no reduction on the 30th 
of June next. 

Mr. POTTER, 

Mr. TUCKER. 
it may be. 

Mr. POTTER. Then the effect of this resolution is the same as 
- of the amendment of the gentlemanfrom Massachusetts, [ Mr. 

UTLER?} 

Mr. BUTLER. Only I somewhat more clearly say so. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
teman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BuTLER,] which will now be read. 

Mr. BuTLer’s amendment was read. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 108, noes 51. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. TUCKER. I desire to give notice I will ask for a separate 
vote on the amendment which fs just been adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BANNING] to the amendment in the nature 
of a substitute of his colleague from Ohio, [Mr. Foster.] The 
amendment will be again read. 

Mr. Bannina’s amendment was again read. 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to ask a question in regard to the effect of 
the amendment of my colleague. As I understand, it just reduces 
the time fixed in the original resolution by two days. 

Mr. R¢ )BBINS. I call for the regular order. 

Ph FOSTER. It is the committeo’s proposition reduced in time 

0 days, 

Mr. ROBBINS. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. BANNING. It is exactly the proposition of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, except shortening the time two days, which is done 
to evade a vote on the amendment of my colleague. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I ask that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Foster] be read. 

Mr. Foster’s amendment was again read. 

The question being taken on agreeing to Mr. BANNING’s amend- 


. at ae amendment offered by Mr. Foster, there were—ayes 72, 
S115, 


I think 


I think it means “principal and sure- 


question, 


But suppose there is to be a reduction f 
Then they are willing to meet the law, whatever 
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Mr. WILSON. I call for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Witson and Mr. HALE were ap- 


pointed. 


The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 91, 


noes 130, 


So Mr. BANNING’s amendment was not agreed to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is now on the adoption of the 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FosTER] as a substitute 
for the resolution reported by the committee. 


Mr. SAYLER. I ask that it be again read. 
Mr. FosTer’s substitute was again read, as follows : 
Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: That a reduc- 


tion of the tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient. 


The question being taken, there were—ayes 119, noes 102. 
Mr. SAYLER. I call for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SayYLer and Mr. Foster were ap- 


pointed. 


The committee again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 134, 


noes 95. 


So the amendment, in the nature of a substitute, was adopted. 
Mr. TUCKER. In the House I shall ask for a separate vote on 


Mr. FOSTER. I move that the committee rise and report to the 
Honse the joint resolution, with an amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 


the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 90) extending the time for the withdrawal of distilled 
spirits now in bond until July 1, 1878, and had directed him to re- 


port the same back to the House, with an amendment. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on concurring in the report of 


Mr. FOSTER. I move the previous question. 

Mr. SAYLER. I move to recommit the resolution as it 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. FOSTER. That is not in order. 

Mr. SAYLER. It is in order. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The previous question cuts off the motion to 


stands to 


recommit. 


The SPEAKER. Rale 47 provides that— 
Motions and reports may be committed at the pleasure of the House. 


Mr. FOSTER. But I submit that the previous question must be 
voted down first before the motion to recommit can be entertained. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has not been ordered. 

Mr. FOSTER. It has been demanded. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair directs Rule 132 to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The previous question shall be in this form: ‘Shall the main question be now 
put?” Itshall only be admitted when demanded by a majority of the members 
present; and its effect shall be to put an end to all debate, and to bring the House 
to a direct vote upon a motion to commit, if such motion shall have been made; 
and if this motion does not prevail, then upon amendments reported by a commit 
tee, if any; then upon pending amendments, and then upon the main question, 
But its only effect, if a motion to postpone is pending, shail be to bring the House 
to a vote upon such motion. Whenever the House shall refuse to order the main 
— the consideration of tho subject shall be resumed as though no motion 
‘or the previous question had been made. The House may also, at any time, on 
motion seconded by a majority of the members present, close all debaie upon a 
pending amendment, or an amendment thereto, and cause the question to be put 
thereon ; and this shall not preclude any farther amendment or debate upon the 
bill. A call of the House shall not be in order after the previous question is sec- 
onded, unless it shall appear, upon an actual count by the Speaker, that no quo- 
rum is present. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will also read a decision of the present 
occupant of the Chair upon this point given at the last session of last 
Congress. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

THURSDAY, January 25, 1877. 

On motion of Mr. Payne, by unanimous consent, the bill of the Senate (S. No. 
1153) to previde for and regulate the counting of votes for President and Vice- 
President, and the decisions of questions arising thereon, for the term commenc- 
ing March 4, A. D. 1577, was taken from the Speaker's table, read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Select Committee on the Counting of the Electoral Votes for Presi- 
dentand Vice-President ; 

And then 

Mr. Payne, from the same committes, reported the said bill without amendment. 

The House having proceeded to its consideration, 

On motion of Mr. Payne, by unanimous consent, 

Ordered, That debate on the said bill shall close at three o'clock p. m. to-morrow, 
and that debate shall bo limited to speeches of ten minutes each during the last 
four hours of the consideration of said bill. 

And then 

Mr. Payne moved to recommit the said bill to the said committee. 

Mr. ConGek made the point of order that, under the privilege given to take the 
said bill from the Speaker's table for reference to the said committee, the motion 
to recommit was not in order. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, on the ground that the motion to re- 
commit was in harmony with the request of Mr. Payne and that it neither con- 
ferred any additional privilege upon the bill nor deprived any member of any 
privilege ; that while the motion to recommit cut off amendments, the demand tor 
the previous question being pending would also cut off amendments. 


Mr. FOSTER. I would like to have Rule 42 read. It will be found 
on page 100. 

The Clerk read Rule 42, as follows: 

When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received but to adjourn, to 
lie on the table, for the previous question, to postpone to a day certain, to commit 
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or omend, to postpone indefinitely ; which several motions shall have precedence | 


in the order in which they are arranged; and no motion to postpone to a day cer- 


tain, to commit, or to postpone indefinitely, being decided, shall be again allowed |! 


on the same day and at the same stage of the bill or proposition. 


Mr. SAYLER. The ruling of the Chair does not conflict with that | 


rule in the least. 

Mr. HALE. The Chair has not yet ruled. 

Mr. SAYLER. I mean the ruling which has been read in the pres- 
ence of the House. I understand that the Chair has not yet ruled 
upon this question, or I would not be discussing it. If the previous 
question prevails, the House will be brought directly to a vote on the 
motion I have made to recommit the joint resolution. 

Mr.GARFIELD. But the rule which has been read prescribes the 
priority of motions, not the priority of votes. Now the motion of 
my colleague [Mr. Foster] for the previous question is before the 
House, no matter whether the House has acted on it or not, and the 
question is whether a motion to recommit has priority or not. The 
rule distinctly says that in the rank of priority the motion for the 
previous question shall have priority of the motion of my colleague, 
[Mr. SaYLeR.] There are but two motions which can supersede a 
motion for the previous question: a motion to adjourn or a motion 
to lay upon the table. 

Mr. SAYLER. Does my colleague mean to say that two motions 
cannot pend at the same time ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. No; bnt the House must first pass upon the 
motion for the previous question, 

Mr. SAYLER. The only thing that the rule prescribes is the order 


in which the vote shall be taken, and the previous question comes 
before a motion to recommit. 


Mr. GARFIELD. If the previous question is not ordered then the | Bragg, 


motion of my colleague [Mr. SayYLER] to recommit would be in order. 

Mr. SAYLER. Will my colleague say that a member could not 
make a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. GARFIELD. I said distinctly that that motion or a motion to 
lay upon the table would take precedence. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I call the attention of the House to a 
note attached to Rule 124, upon page 131. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

According to the practice, if the previous question on its passage be pending or 
ordered, a motion to recommit was, within the past fifteen years, not inorder. The 
latter clanse of this rule was adopted March 16, 1860, previous to which there had 
been no fixed rule in regard to the case therein provided for. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I take it that this motion to recommit 
cannot be made while a demand for the previous question is pending. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is what I say. 

Mr. COX, of New York. It has always been so ruled, and the 
Speaker can understand the general tendency of the rulings without 
further disenssion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FosTER] rose and 
was recognized by the Chair to demand the previous question. Sub- 
sequently the gentleman from Ohio on the right [Mr. SAYLER] moved 
to recommit the joint resolution. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
FOSTER] raised the point of order that the Chair could not, under Rule 
42, recognize the motion of the gentleman from Ohio on the right, 
(Mr. SayLer.] The Chair sustains the point of order under that 
ruling. 

Mr. FOSTER. All right. 

The SPEAKER. The remedy of the gentleman from Ohio on the 
right [Mr. SAYLER] is to vote against the motion for the previous 
question. 

The question was put upon seconding the previous question; and 
upon a division, there were—ayes 127, noes 97. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The question recurred upon ordering the main question. 

Mr. MILLS. Upon that I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SAYLER. Oh, I hope that we shall take the yeas and nays 
upon the main proposition only. 

Mr. MILLS. I withdraw the call for the yeas and nays upon or- 
dering the main question, but shall ask for them upon the adoption 
of the substitute. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I insist on the call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. FORT. Oh, do not filibuster. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. At the request of friends, I withdraw my mo- 
tion to adjourn. 


The question recurred upon ordering the yeas and nays upon order- 
ing the main question. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, forty-five members voting therefor. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 145, nays 111, not 
voting 36; as follows: 


YEAS—145. 
Aiken, Bisbee, Butler, Cox, Jacob D. 
Aldrich, Blair, Cain, Crapo, 
Racon, Boyd, Calkins, Crittenden, 
Bagley, Brentano, Campbell, Cummings, 
Raker, John IL. Lrewer, Cannon, Cutler, 
Raker, William I. Bridges, Caswell, Darrall, 
Rallon, Briggs, Chittenden, Davis, Horace 
Bayne, Browne, Claflin, Deering, 
Beebe, Bandy, Clark, Rush Denison, 
Benedict, Burchard, Conger, Dunnell, 
Bicknell, Burdick, Covert, Dwight, 
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Eames, Humphrey, 
Ellsworth, Hungerford, 
Errett, Hunter, 


| Evans, I. Newton  Ittner, 


' 
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Norcross, 
Oliver, 
O'Neill, 
Overton, 
"are, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Peddie, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Potter, 
Pound, 
Powers, 
Price, 
Pagh, 
Rainey, 
Randolph, 
Reed 


Rice, Wiliam W. 


Robinson, George D. 
Robinson, Milton §. 


Sapp, 
Shaltewhernee, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Starin, 


NAYS—111. 


Field, James, 
Fort, Jones, John 8. 
Foster, Joyce, 
Freeman, Keifer, 
Frye, Keightley, 
| Fuller, Ketcham, 
| Gardner, Killinger, 
| Garfield, Knapp, 
Hale, Landers, 
Hanna, Lapham, 
| Hardenbergh, Lathrop, 
Harmer, Lindsey, 
Harris, Benj. W. Lockwood, 
Hart, Loring, 
Hartzell, Marsh, 
Haskell, Mayham, 
Hayes, McCook, 
Hazelton, McGowan, 
Hendee, McKinley, 
Henderson, Mitchell, 
Hiscock, Monroe, 
Hubbell, ‘eal, 
Atkins, Dibrell, 
Banning, Dickey, 
Bell, Durham, 
Blackburn, Fickhoff, 
Bliss, Elam, 
Blount, Ellis, 
Boone, Evins, John H. 


| 


Bouck, 


Ewing, 
Felton, 


Brogden, Finley, 
Buckner, Forney, 
Cabell, Franklin, 


Caldwell, John W. Garth, 


Hunton, 
Jones, James T. 
Kenna, 
Kimmel, 
Knott, 
Leonard, 
Ligon, 
Luttrell, 
Manning, 
Mart in, 
McKenzie, 
Me Mahon, 
Metcalfe, 


Caldwell, W. P. Gause, Mills, 
Candler, Gibson, Money, 
Carlisle, Giddings, Morgan, 
Chalmers, Glover, Morrison, 
Clark, Alwah A. Goode, Morse 
Clark of Missouri, Gunter, Muldrow, 
Clarke of Kentucky, Harris, Henry R. Muller, 
Clymer, Harris, John T. Patterson, T. M. 
Cobb, Harrison, Phelps, 
Collins, Hartridge, Pridemore, 
Cox, Samuel 8. Hatcher, Quinn, 
Cravens, Henry, Rea, 
Culberson, Herbert, Reagan, 
Davidson, Hewitt, G. W. Reilly, 
Davis, Joseph J. Hooker, Riddle, 
NOT VOTING—36. 
Banks, Evans, James L. Mackey, 
Bland, Hamilton, Maish, 
Bright, Henkle, Pacheco, 
Camp, Hewitt, Abram 8. Rice, Americus V. 
Cole, House, Ross, 
Cook, Jones, Frank Ryan, 
Danford, Jorgensen, Sampson, 
Douglas, Kelley, Sexton, 
Eden, Lynde, Singleton, 


So the main question was ordered. 
During the roll-call the following announcements were made. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio. My colleague, Mr. DANFoRD, is detained at 
his home on account of sickness and I am paired with him upon this 
question. If he were here, be would vote “ay ” and I should vote" no.” 
Mr. COBB. I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. HAMILTON, is 
confined to his bed on account of sickness. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I am paired upon this question with Mr. 
Wituits, of New York. If he were here, he would vote “ ay” and I 


should vote “ no.” 





Stenger, 
Stowart 
Stone, Jo} nw 
Stone, J ho 
Strait 
Thompson 
Thornbuargh 
Tipton : 
Townsend, An 
Van Vorh 2 
Wait, 
Ward, 
Warner 
Watson 
Le Harry 
V hite, Michael ] 
Williama ag 
Williams. Andr 
Williams, CG 
Williams, Jay 
Williams 
Willits 
Wren. 


oseph ( 


8 


ew 


Richard 


Nobbins 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 
Sayler, 

Seak 8 
Schleicher 
Shelley 
Siomons, 

Smith, William Z. 
Sparks, 

Steele, 
Stephens, 
Throckmorton, 
Tux ke r, 
Turner, 
Turney, 

Vance 
Waddell, 
Walsh, 

Welch, 
Whitthorn 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 8, 
Wilson, 

Wood 

Wright, 


Yeates. 


Southard, 
Springer, 

Swann, 

Townsend, M. I 
Townshend, Kk. W. 
Veeder, 

Walker, 

Willis, Benjamin A. 
Young. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I am paired upon this question with Mr. Towy- 
SEND, of New York. If he were here, he would vote “ay” and I shouid 


vote “no.” 


Mr. RYAN. I am paired upon this question with Mr. Youna, of 
Tennessee. If he were here, he would vote “no” and I should vote 


“ ay.” 


Mr. SAMPSON. 1 am paired upon this 


nestion with Mr. SouTH- 


arp. If he were here, he would vote “ a and I should vote “ay.” 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 


I have been requested to state 


that Mr. Jonrs, of New Hampshire, is absent on account of impor- 


tant business. 


The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 
Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote by which the main ques- 
tion was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 


laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. AIKEN. What is the question now before the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is upon agreeing to the substitute reported 
from the Committee of the Whole for the joint resolution reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. ‘ 

Mr. SAYLER. Which is entirely different from the original propo- 


sition. 


Mr. FOSTER. Of course itis. (Laughter. ] 
Mr. SAYLER. And has never been discussed by the House at all. 


Mr. FOSTER. Oh, no; of course not, 
Mr. PRICE. Debate is not in order. 





(Laughter. ] 
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The substitute was read, as follows: 


Strike out a 
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Mr. TUCKER. 


ng 34; 


John Ti 
William H. 
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ackburn, 
nt 

we 

enutano, 


] 
] 
}k 
Lr 
Lr 
] 
J 


ner 

Cabell 
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Cla 
Clark of Missouri, 
Clarke of Kentucky, 
Clymer, 

tobh 

Collins, 

Cox, Samuel S. 
Cravens. 

( 


‘ulberson, 


Danford, 
Douglas, 


1 after the enacting clause and iusert: 
reduction of the tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient. 


On that I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
rhe question was taken ; and there were—yeas 146, nays 112, not 


as follows: 


YEAS—146. 


Deering, 
Denison, 
Dickey, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
Eames, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 
Evana, I. Newton 
Evans, James L. 
] ield, 

Fort, 

Toster, 
Freeman, 
Frye, 

Fuller, 
Gardner, 
Gartield, 
Hale, 

Iianna, 

Hard nbergh, 
Ilarmer, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Hart, 
Hartzell, 
Haskell, 
Hatcher, 
llayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
Hend rson, 
Hiscoc k, 
Hubbell, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
liunter, 
Ittner, 


James, 
Jones, John 8. 
Joyce, 
Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Ketcham, 
Killinger, 
Knapp, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Lindsey, 
Lockwood, 
Loring, 
Mackey, 
Marsh, 
Mayham, 
MeCook, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 
Neal, 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
O'Neill, 
Overton, 
Page, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Peddie, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Ponnd, 
Powers, 
Price, 
Pugh, 
Rainey, 


NAYS—112. 


Davidson, 
Davis, Joseph J. 
Dibrell, 
Durham, 
Kickhoff, 

Klam, 

Ellis, 

Evins, John IH. 
Ewing, 

Telton, 

Finley, 

Forney, 
Franklin, « 
Garth, 

Gause, 

Gibson, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 

Goode, 

Gunter, 

Ilarris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Ilarrison, 
Hartridge, 
Henkle, 

Tlenry, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, A.S. 


Hewitt, G. W. 
House, 

Hunton, 

Jones, James T. 
Kenna, 
Kimmel, 
Knott, 
Leonard, 
Ligon, 
Luttrell, 
Manni 1g, 
Martin, 
McKenzie, 
McMahon, 
Metcalfe, 
Mills, 
Money, 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Patterson, 
Phelps, 
Pridemore, 
Quinn, 
Randolph, 
Rea, 
Reagan, 


T. M. 


NOT VOTING—H. 


Eden, 
Hamilton, 
looker, 
Jones, Frank 
Jorgensen, 
Kelley, 

Ly nde, 
Maish, 
Morse, 


Pacheco, 

Potter, 

Rice, Americus V. 
Ross, 

Ryan, 

Sampson, 
Schleicher, 
Singleton, 
Soutbard, 


Reed 

Rice, William W. 
Robinson, George D 
Robinson, Milton S. 
Sapp, 

Sexton 
Shallenberger, 
Sinni kson, 
Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Starin, 

Stenger, 

Stewart, 

Stone, John W. 
Stone, Joseph C, 
Strait, 

Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton, 

Townsend, Amos 
‘Townshend, R. W. 
Van Vorhes, ° 
Wait, 

Ward, 

Warner, 

Watson, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael D. 
Williams, A. 8. 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, James 
Williams, Richard 
Willits, 

Wren. 


Reilly, 

Riddle, 

Robbins, 
Roberts, 
Robertson, 
Sayler, 

Scales, 

Shelley, 
Slemons, 

Smith, William E. 
Sparks, 

Steele, 
Stephens, 
Throckmorton, 
‘Tucker, 

Turner, 

Turney, 

Vance, 

Waddell, 
Walsh, 

Welch, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 5. 
Wilson, 

Wood, 

Wright, 

Yeates. 


Springer, 
Swann, 
Townsend, M. I. 
Veeder, 
Walker, 

Willis, Benj. A. 
Young. 


So the substitute was adopted. 

During the call of the roll the following announcements were made : 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. On this question I am paired with my col- 
league, Mr. DaNrorp, who is detained from the House by sickness. 
If here, he would vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 

Mr. MORSE. On this question I am paired with my colleague, 
Mr. Br TLER, who, if here, would vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” 

Mr. SINGLETON. Iam paired on this question with Mr. WILLIS, 
of New York. If present, i would vote “ay” and I would vote 
“no, 

Mr. SPRINGER. On this question I am paired with Mr. Town- 


am of New York. If present, he would vote “ay” and I would 
ote “no, 


_Mr. FOSTER. 
New York, is pai 
If present, Mr. 

Mr. 


nhessee, 


I have been requested to state that Mr. Potter, of 
red on this question with Mr. SCHLEICHER, of Texas. 
POTTER would vote “ay ” and Mr, SCHLEICHER “ no.” 


ue a If present, he would vote “no” and [ would vote “ay.” 
Mr. SAMPSON. I am paired with Mr. SouTHARD, of Ohio, who, if 
Present, would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.” 


? 


RYAN. On this question I am paired with Mr. YouNG, of Ten- | 


The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

The joint resolution, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. FOSTER moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution, as amended, was passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to amend the title so as to read: 

A joint resolution declaring that a reduction of the tax on distilled spirits is inex- 
pedient. 

Mr. BANNING. The amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
FOSTER] was “to strike out the enacting clause,” not to strike out 
the resolving clause. 

The SPEAKER. 
original title. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

A joint resolution extending the time for the withdrawal of distilled spits now 
in bond till July 1, 1878. 

The amendment of the title was adopted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. DURHAM. I move that the House now resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
considering the bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the year ending June 30, 1879. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had agreed to the resolution of the 
House of Representatives directing the Clerk of the House to change 
a certain word in the enrollment of the bill (H. R. No. 2479) for the 
removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and 
Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the public property. 

RED CLOUD AND SPOTTED TAIL SIOUX. 

Pending the motion to go into Committee of the Whole, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting estimate of 
appropriations in accordance with treaty stipulations for the Red 
Cloud and Spotted Tail Sioux; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

CAMP GOODWIN MILITARY RESERVATION. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, in regard to the disposition of 
the Camp Goodwin military reservation, Arizona Territory ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

CONDITION OF 


It is a joint resolution. The Clerk will read the 


PATENT OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Commissioner of Patents, transmitting a report on 
the condition of the Patent Office, with lists of patents and patentees, 
as required by section 494 of the Revised Statutes; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents. 

OCEAN-MAIL STEAMSHIP SERVICE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the IHonse 
a letter from the Postmaster-General, furnishing a tabular statement 
of the ocean-mail steamship service to foreign countries ; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF SAMUEL WARE. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, by unanimous consent, leave was 
granted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers 
aecompanying bill No. 97, introduced at the first session of the Forty- 
fourth Congress, for the relief of the heirs of Samuel Ware, no ad- 
verse report having been made. 

WILLIAM TI, SOMMERBY. 

On motion of Mr. THORNBURGH, by unanimous consent, leave 
was granted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the 
papers in the case of William H. Sommerby, no adverse report hav- 
ing been made. 

F. E. WOODWARD. 

Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 
2892) for the relief of F. E. Woodward, of Hardin County, State of 
Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

B. A. STITII, ADMINISTRATOR. 


Mr. KNOTT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2893) for the relief of B. A. Stith, administrator, of Elizabeth- 
town, Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY K. PURSEY. 

Mr. KNOTT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2894) for the relief of Henry K. Pursey, of the county of Meade, 
State of Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JEREMIAH JEFFRIES. 
Mr. KNOTT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2895) for the relief of 
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Jeremiah Jeffries, of Hardin County, State of Kentucky; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOUN P. M’CLURE. 

Mr. KNOTT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 225) for the relief of John P. McClure, of the county of Gray- 
son, State of Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM II. BROWN. 

Mr. KNOTT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 2-07) for the relief of William H. Brown, of the county of La 
Rue, State of Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. DURHAM. I now renew my motion that the Honuso resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for 
the purpose of taking up the Military Academy appropriation bill; 
and pending that motion, I move that debate be limited to twenty 
minutes, 

Mr. DARRALL moved that the House adjourn, but subsequently 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. HARRISON. I made the motion that the House adjourn. Some 
one elae made the motion from the other side of the House and with- 
drew it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana made the motion 
to adjourn, and was first recognized. 

Mr. HARRISON, I now move that the Tlonse adjourn. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Let me ask the Chair whether this takes preced- 
ence of the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. DURHAM. It is not my intention to cut out the morning 
hour. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and 
three minutes p.m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BAYNE : The petition of 120 workingmen of McKeesport, 
Pennsylvania, against any reduction of the duties that protect labor 
and against a reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BOONE: The petition of William H. Long and &3 other 
citizens of Kentucky, against the reduction of the tariff on iron and 
against the imposition of additional tax on tea and coffee—to the 
same committec. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of A. D. Thompson and 27 other 
citizens of Byron, Michigan, against the reduction of the duty on 
wool—to the same committee. 

iy Mr. BRIDGES: The petition of citizens of Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, against any reduction of duties which protect their 
labor—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BURDICK: The petition of Thomas Munroe and 35 other 
citizens of Dubuque, Iowa, for an amendment of the pension laws 
80 that officers of the war of 1812 may be pensioned as such—to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of 30 members of 
the senate of Kentucky, that the tax on whisky be reduced to fifty 
cents per gallon and that distillers be allowed to bond their whisky 
for three years—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Anna Godbold—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of 600 citizens of Altoona, Penn- 
sylvania, and vicinity, for an amendment of the homestead laws— 
to the Committee on Paoblic Lands. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of merchants of New York, 
for a reduction of the rates of duty on importations of linen goods— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DURHAM: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route from King’s Mountain to Monnt Olive, Kentueky—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Two petitions from 144 workers in steel in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, against any change in the present tariff laws— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of 40 manufacturers of and dealers in tobacco in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, that their rights may be fully protected 
in any readjustment of the tobacco tax—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petitions of J. S. Richards, jr., Levi Bridg- 
man, and other citizens of Dexter, Maine; of the Grand Division of 
the Sons of Temperance of Maine, and of the Woman’s Temperance 
Union of Washington, District of Columbia, for a commission of in- 
aniry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of the president and faculty of 
the Agricultural and Industrial University at Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
for the encouragement of education—to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 


By Mr. HANNA: The petition of Thomas F. Ryan, for relief from 
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a judgment rendered in favor of the United States and against hin 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. acai 
By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: The petition of workingmey of Lil 
erty Furnace, Virginia, against the reduction of any taritj daties 
which affect labor—to the same committee. E fies 

By Mr. HARRISON: The petition of members of the board of 
trade of Chicago, Ilinois, for the erection of a light-house and fi = 
signal station on Racine Point, Lake Michigan—to the Committee .., 
Commerce. ° 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of E. C. May, E. E. Palmer. a 1 
300 other citizens of Pentwater, Michigan, against any revision of t . 
tariff during the present depressed condition of industries—to {\, 
Committee of Ways and Means. : 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of the heirs of James Barnett for 
relief—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. a; 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of 177 citizens of New Yor, 
against any reduction of tariff duties which protect labor and against 
the reimposition of the tax on tea and cotfee—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KNOTT: The memorial of the Bar Association of the Djs. 
trict of Columbia, asking the passage of the bill to reorganize the 
judiciary of said District and facilitate the administration of jus- 
tice therein—to the Committeo on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LANDERS: The petition of Andrew Onterson and 13 
others, against any reduction of duty on paper—to the Committes of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LOCKWOOD: The petition of 250 laboring-men of Buffalo, 
New York, against any reduction of duties which protect labor and 
against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of New York merchants, for a 
redaction in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of citizens of Leeds, New York, 
for the remonetization of silver and the repeal of the resumption 
act—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. MCGOWAN: The petition of 25 citizens of Michigan for 
the retention of the tariff on wool and copper—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MILLS: The petition of the Houston Direct Navigation 
Company, for the repayment of $726.51 illegally assessed and col- 
lected from them—to the same committee. 

By Mr. O’"NEILL: Resolutions of dealers in manufactured tobacco 
in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, against a change in the 
present tax on tobacco until it can be entirely abolished—to the 
same committees. 

Also, the petition of merchants of New York, for a reduction in the 
rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the same con- 
Inittee. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Woodman, True & Co., and other 
merchants of Portland, Maine, against the repeal of the bankrupt 
law and for the amendment of the same—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: The petition of New York mer- 
chants, for a reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen 
goods—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STARIN: The petition of merchants of New York, of simi- 
lar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. TIPTON: Resolutions of the Illinois State board of agri- 
culture, favoring the establishment of a national bureau of agricult- 
ure—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the petition of J. W. Reford 
for relief—to the Committee on Patents. ' 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of citizens of Clin- 
ton County, Michigan, for the protection of wool-growers—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

By Mr. YEATES: Papers relating to the claims of Francis X. Neall 
and Samuel Ceas—to the Committee of Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 31, 1878. 


Prayer by Rev. F. A. Farry, of Brooklyn, New York. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of V. and A. Dunning and 
sundry other citizens of Whitneyville, Maine, manufacturers of lum- 
ber, protesting against the reimposition of the war tax upon tea and 
coffee and against the reduction of duties which protect their labor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. a 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 also present a resolution adopted by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Maine, in relation to the currency. I ask that 1 
be read, printed, and lie upon the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Tho resolution will be reported at length, 
if there be no objection. 
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The resolution was read, as follows: 


1s the people of the State of Maine believe in a sonnd currency, and that 
oney is sound unless it be upon a gold basis; that any attempt to displace 

ro as ipstitute silver or anything else in lieu thereof is fraught with every 
v eeable evil, dangerous to public and private credit, disastrous to business, 

-« to all classes, and especially to the laboring classes: Therefore, 

Phat our Senators and Representatives in Congress, in their well-di- 
forts to defeat the passage of any and all bills the tendency of which is thus 
wralize the eurrency, are butgiving voice tothe well-settled convictions of the 
wople of this State. 

" Mfr. HAMLIN. I wish to state that this resolution I believe was 
assed With but 8 opposing votes in a senate consisting of thirty- 
‘ne members, and with bat 21 opposing votes in a house consisting 
¢ ono hundred and fifty-one members. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be printed and lie 
upon the table, the bill being before the Senate. 
‘Mr. EATON presented the memorial of J. H. Carpenter and others, 
workingmen of Windsor Locks, Connecticut, engaged in the manu- 
facture of paper, and the memorial of William Jamieson and others, 
workingmen, of Middletown, Connecticut, engaged in the manufact- 
nre of cotton, linen, &c., remonstrating against any reduction of the 
jatics on imports, and against the reimposition of the war tax on 
tea and coffee; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. DORSEY. I present the petition of upward of 600 citizens 
of Hot Springs, a, a that a law be passed to continue 
the present commission. As the petition is very brief and relates to 
an important matter, I ask that it be read. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be read at length, if there be no 
objection. : . 
The petition was read, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, as follows: 
T» the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 
We. the undersigned, claimants and occupants of the Hot Springs Reservation, 
in the State of Arkansas, who have filed our claims before the United States com- 
ers appointed under act of March 3, 1877, (aud whose said claims have 
i duly docketed and numbered by said commission,) would respectfully repre- 
t. that it has been and is impossible for the commission with the aid and fac:l 
sallowed it to carry out the provisions of the law within the time granted. 
gh they have eee themselves industriously to their duties, yet it is clear 
iat their term of office will have expired before the work contemplated by 
ct can be completed. It is of the utmost importance to us as residents npon 
e reservation that the work now so well in hand be consummated according to 
he plans devised, and it is both easy and painful to realize the confusion, strife, 
and anarchy that would speedily follow an abandonment of the work before com- 
lection. Surely every consideration of success and safety points to the faithful 
secution to the end of the matters now pending. In this lies the only hope of 
trugglingcommunity. Thegentlemen composing the commission have labored 
and are laboring faithfully and intelligently in the discharge of their duties, and 
while they have carefully guarded the interests of the United States they have 
n to our claims and interests the most patient and earnest consideration. 
We therefore respectfully ask that such additional time as in the wisdom of Con- 
gress may seem absolutely necessary to complete the work contemplated by said 
act be granted them. And your humble petitioners will ever pray. 


Mr. BOOTH. I present concurrent resolutions of the Legislature 
of California, in favor of increased postal facilities to the city of 
Vakland, and move their reference to the Committee on Post-Oflices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to suggest to my colleague that no 
legislation is needed in that matter, but the power to accord the 
facility they ask resides with the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. BOOTH. The facilities they ask for are that they may have 
free delivery. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think that does not require legislation; it de- 
pends upon general legislation. I suggest to my colleague to with- 
draw the paper and present it to the Department, in which I will 
gladly assist him. 

Mr. BOOTH. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The paper is withdrawn. 

Mr. BOOTH presented the memorial of Benjamin Lake and others, 
grocery merchants, of San Francisco, California, remonstrating 
against the further extension of letters-patent granted to Eben Nor- 
ton Horsford for an acid substitute for cream of tartar for culinary 
purposes; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

lie also presented a concurrent resolution of the Legislature of Cal- 
ifornia, in favor of an appropriation for the erection of a post-oflice 
building in the eity of San Francisco; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

_ Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented a memorial of 75 work- 
ingmen of the second congressional district of Pennsylvania, a memo- 
rial of 400 workingmen of Philadelphia; a memorial of workingmen 
of Columbia, Pennsylvania; a memorial of workingmen of Sommer- 
Ville, Pennsylvania; a memorial of 75 workingmen of Pennsylvania, 
and a memorial of 1,133 workingmen of Philadelphia, remonstrating 
against any reduction of the tariff and against the reimposition of 
= {ax on tea and coffee; which were referred to the Committee on 

Inance, 

He also presented a petition of members of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, praying that Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel E. H. Leib, late 
captain Fifth United States Cavalry, be reinstated in the Army; 
Which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


th 


bounties to all persons who served in the military or naval service of 


the United States during the late rebellion; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. ; 


ri 


ed 
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He also presented a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, soldiers of | 
© late war, praying the passage of an act for the equalization of | 
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Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin, in favor of the enactment of laws for the improve- 
ment of the condition of the Oneida tribe of Indians, located on the 
reservation in the counties of Brown and Outagamie, in the interests 
of civilization and humanity; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented the petition of David Lamb & 
Co., and others, business firms of New York City, praying for a re- 
duction in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods to a single 
and uniform rate ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of Jasper Steele and others, work- 
ingmen of Steeleville, Illinois, engaged in the manufacture of wool- 
ens, remonstrating against any reduction of the duties on imports 
and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of G. M. Monteith, late of 
Company F, Tenth Regiment Vermont Volunteers, and the peti- 
tion of Rev. G. H. Von Dusen and other citizens of Jay, Essex 
County, New York, praying an amendment to the pension law ex- 
tending the time of limitation for obtaining arrears; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present a petition of 65 citizens of Ontario 
County, New York, praying for the remonetization of silver and the 
repeal of the resumption act. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KERNAN. I also present a petition of a like character from 
7 citizens of Erie County, a similar one from 95 citizens of Che- 
nango County, a similar one from 75 citizens of Greene County, a 
like petition from 34 citizens of Westchester County, one from 11 
citizens of Westchester County, one from 25 citizens of Saint Law- 
rence County, one from 64 citizens of Ulster County, one from 20 
citizens of Genesee County, one from 29 citizens of Jetferson County, 
one from 23 citizens of Lewis County, one from 11 citizens of Mon- 
roe County, one from 65 citizens of Oswego County, and one from 
60 citizens of Rensselaer County, each petition praying for the same 
thing as stated in the first one. I move their reference to the Com- 
initteo on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the memorial of Amos A. King and 
others, wool-growers, of Mason, Michigan, remonstrating against a 
reduction of the duties on imported wools; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALLACE presented a petition of citizens of Lawrence 
County, Pennsylvania, praying for the passage of a constitutional 
amendment separating Church and State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of the United States, 
praying for the appointment of a commission to inquire into the alco- 
holic liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also presented the remonstrance of workmen at the Washing- 
ton Iron-Works, in Pennsylvania, protesting against any change in 
the tariff laws and against the reimposition of the tax on tea and 
coffee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of William H. Long, H.R. Hutch- 
inson, and a number of other workingmen of Lyon County, Ken- 
tucky, praying that tariff duties may not be reduced, and remon- 
strating against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. INGALLS. I present the petition of Elisha M. Luckett, late 
second lieutenant Company B, Second Regiment Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers in the Mexican war, praying for back pension. The Com- 
mittee on Pensions have adopted the rule in no case to allow arrears 
of pension, but have under consideration a general bill upon that 
subject, and ] ask that the petition lie upon the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will lie upon the table. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of William Alexander, a 
citizen of Beanfort, North Carolina, a soldier in the Mexican war, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I present a memorial of the State of Indiana, 
which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled : 

Tho State of Indiana, for herself and the States of Pennsylvania, New York, 
Vermont, Kentucky, and other States in like condition, respectfully asks of the 
Congress of the United States the appropriation of such a sum of money as Con- 
gress may deem sufficient for the payment to the several States entitled thereto 
under the act of Congress of July 17, 1*61, entitled “ An act to indemnify the 
States for expenses incurred by them in defense of the United States,” and the 
joint resolution declaratory of the intent and meaning of said act, approved March 
8, 1862, of all costs, charges, and expenses remaining unpaid, actually incurred by 
said States respectively, for enrolling, subsisting, clothing, supplying, arming, 
equipping, paying, and transporting their troops employed in aiding to suppress 
the insurrection then existing against the United States, in whatsoever mauner so 
employed ; and that the said act of July 27, 1861, be carried into full effect accord- 
ing to its plain meaning and construction, without the aid of Treasury regulations 
to determine that meaning and construction. 

Very respectiully, 

[SEAL. J THE STATE OF INDIANA, 

By JAMES D. WLLLIAMS, 


covernor, 
Joun E. Nerr, 
Secretury of State. 
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Mr. VOORHEES. I move that the memorial be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was -greed to. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of the Essex County Green- 
back Club, of Newark, New Jersey, praying for the remonetization of 
the silver dollar, the repeal of the resumption act, and for other finan- 
cial reforms; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WADLEIGH presented the petition of Rebecca Miller and Au- 
gusta Miller, of New Hampshire, praying for a pension on account of 
the services of their father, Brigadier-General James Miller, in the 
war of 1512; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Governor B. F. Prescott and 
others, of New Hampshire, praying that a pension may be granted 
to Rebecca Miller and Augusta Miller, on account of services ren- 
dered the United States Government by their father, Brigadier-Gen- 
eral James Miller, in the war of 1812; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of Lucius Robinson, governor of 
New York, recommending that a pension be granted to Rebeeca 
Miller and Augusta Miller on account of services rendered by their 
father, General James Miller, in the war of 1812; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of George H. Schafer & Co. 
aml others, citizens of lowa, praying the repeal of the law requiring 
stamps on medicines and other proprietary articles; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. CONOVER presented a petition of citizens of Cedar Keys, Flor- 
ida, and vicinity, praying a farther appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the water approaches of the harbor of Cedar Keys inside the 
bar, to prevent the loss of the work lately done and now being done; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


Mr. BAILEY, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 251) for the relief of Henry 
M. Vance and Harry C. Chase, of Little Rock, Arkansas, reported 
adversely thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. MCMILLAN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Elisha Basse, praying compensation for dam- 
ages done his property near Brownsville, Texas, by United States 
troops during the late war, submitted an adverse report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed, and the committee were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 641) granting a pension to James M. Car- 
penter; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 642) to establish a post- 
route in Wisconsin; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. BARNUM (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 643) for the relief of Thomas 
Lucas; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

lie also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 644) for the relief of Dwight M. Hakes; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 645) for the relief of certain postmasters and 
late postmasters in the State of Kansas; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 646) to provide for the purchase of a suitable 
building for the use of the United States courts holden at Louisville, 
Kentucky; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


PROVIDENCE RIVER AND NARRAGANSET BAY. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish to the Senate any 
information in his Department relative to improvement of Providence River and 
Narraganset Bay, with an estimate of the cost of such improvement. 


HOMESTEAD ENTRIES, 


Mr. PLUMB. A few days since I asked for the consideration in the 
morning hour of Senate bill No. 196. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 196) to farther define 
the rights of persons with respect to homestead entries on the public 
domain. It provides that when a homestead entry of any tract of 
land shall have been canceled, and the cancellation thereof shall have 
been returned to the local land oftice, it shall be the duty of the reg- 
ister to cause written or printed notice to be sent through the post- 
oflice to the party who may have procured such cancellation, by pur- 
chase of a settler’s rights or otherwise, which notice shall set forth 
that said party will be entitjed to thirty days from the date thereof 
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to make application for the tract in his own behalf: and 
thirty days, no other application for the tract shall be 
the land office. 

Mr. PLUMB. There is necessity for the immediate passa ye of th; 
bill in order to the proper protection of parties who are cesipoys .¢ 
acquiring rights on the public domain. As the law now is, and a. + 
will be after the passage of the bill also, the entry of a piece of und 
for homestead purposes segregates it from the public domain and j; 
cannot be restored except after contest. The party who conte. 
must take the risk, as the law now stands, of some other person ¢ on 
ing in ahead of him and acquiring a right after the contest has been 
favorably decided. This bill simply provides, in substance, that after 
the contest has been decided adversely to the party making the irs: 
entry the land shall remain unoffered for thirty days in order to giv, 
the party who makes the contest, and who has been at the expense 
and trouble of showing proof that the prior entry was invalid. t 
come in himself and make the entry, which was his purpose and ob. 
ject in making the contest. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the report read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be read at length, 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Pury, 
from the Committee on Public Lands, January 23: ‘ 

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 196) to fur 
ther define the rights of persons with respect to homestead entries on the public ¢ 
main, have had the same under consideration, and submit the followin report 

The purpose of the bill is apparent from an examination of its provisions. It jx 
designed to remedy the hardship which frequently results, from the operation of 
tho law as it now stands, to the party who, by purchase of the right of a previous 
settler or by contest, secures the restoration ¢f a tract of land to the public domaiy 
and again subject to entry. Tho inducement to secure this cancellation or to ex) 
test the right of a person who has not complied with the law is the hope of secur 
ing the land for himself. This is practically prevented by the law as it now stands 
for, after the receipt of the notice of cancellation at the local land office, the first 
person applying is entitled to enter the land. ‘This bill, if it becomes a law, wi) 
give to the successful contestor notice of the success of his contest and thirty 
days’ time in which to avail himself of the privilege of applying to enter the land 
which, as the result of his act, h4s been restored to the public domain. 

The committee recommend the passage of the bill. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the Senator from Kansas to 
explain whether the effect of this bill will be to allow a homestead 
claimant whose claim has been canceled because he has not cow- 
plied with the homestead laws, by occupation and so forth, imme- 
diately after the cancellation to enter it again as a homestead, and 
so continue indefinitely from time to time and keep his hand on the 
same land without settling on it. 

Mr. PLUMB. The bill will not have that effect. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am very much afraid it will, Mr. President; 
but I am not sufficiently familiar with the subject to undertake to 
make any opposition to the bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. But one homestead entry can be made. One person 
can only make a single homestead entry, and the bill does not relieve 
the party from the penalties of that first entry. In other words, 
having made an entry he cannot make a subsequent entry without 
perjury, and of course that is punishable by law. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PEASLEY & M’CLARY. 


Mr. MITCHELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (8S. No. 364) for the relief of Peasley & McClary, of 
Nashua, New Hampshire. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay to Peasley & McClary, of Nashua, New Hamp- 
shire, $125, in fall compensation for their services in transferring the 
mails, and the route agent in charge of them, from the depot of the 
Worcester and Nashua Railroad to the depot of the Wilton Railroad, 
in Nashua, from the 2d day of December, 1867, untii the 1¢th of 
January, 1869. 

Mr. WITHERS. Is there a report accompanying the bill? 

Mr. MITCHELL. There is a short report, stating the facts. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Mirci- 
ELL, from the Committee on Claims, December, 1877: * 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the claim of Peasley & Mc- 
Clary, for transporting the mails and mail agent from the depot of the Worcester 
and Nashua Railroad to that of the Wilton Railroad, in thé city of Nashua, New 
Iiampshire, having considered the same, respectfully report that they find the facts 
of the case correctly stated in the report of this committee submitted at the last 
regular session, (January 27, 1875,) which is as follows, and which was adopted by 
this committee January 7, 1876 : : 

“It appears from the evidence submitted in this case that, in 1867, the mail route 
from Worcester, Massachusetts, to Nashua, New Hampshire, was extended to W il- 
ton, New Hampshire. This required the transfer of the route agent and the mails 
from the Worcester and Nashua Railroad depot to the Wilton Railroad depot. 4 
distance of about half a mile across the city of Nashua, and at the request of Mr. 
Burt, postmaster at Boston, who made provision for said extension, Peasley & - 
Clary pertormed this service. The connection between the trains was close, - 
it required them to be promptly on hand to insure the transfer. They performe: 
this service from December 2, 1867, to January 18, 1869, supposing the postmaster 
at Boston had authority to pay them. r 

“ Before the presentation of their claim to the Post-Office Department, more than 
two years had elapsed, and the unexpended balances had been covered into ° 
Treasury under the act of July 12, 1870, leaving no fund from which they could be 

id. 

“There seems to be no question that the service was faithfully performed and 
thatelaimants have not been paid. ‘Chey transferred the route agent and ome 
for one year one month and sixteen days, and they offered to settle with Mr Bur 
at $100 per annum, 


during the 
received at 
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wp report a bill to pay them $125, as a substitute for the bill (S. No. 821) referred 
2 yecommend its passage : . 
oi te port and its recommendations your committee fully concur, and here- 


Ip ee aud recommend the passage of the amended bill as reported by that 


é mumittee will farther state that this bill appears to have passed the Senate 
- regular session but one and been sent to the House, where no final action 


an hed upon it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to have the chairman of the com- 
mittee or the Senator having the bill in charge state to us whether 
this bill is approved by the Post-Oflice Department, whether there is 
any dispute with the Department as to biuaiined Giahan: snes Seaneh 
earned their money ? 


Mr. MITCHELL. There is no dispute. _ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And the only difficulty is that there is no appro- 
priation to pay them? : 

Mr. MITCHELL. The Department recognizes the fact that the 
service has been performed, and the only difficulty about it arises 
from the fact that the account was not presented in two years and 
there is no money in the Treasury to pay it. oe. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Department say the claim is right? 

Mr. MITCHELL. The Department say the claim is right and 
ought to be paid. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 


to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN A. SHAW. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of Senate bill No. 217, for the relief of John A. Shaw. It 
was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs in the Forty- 
fourth Congress, and passed the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committec of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Secretary 
of War to place the name of John A. Shaw on the rolls as first lieu- 
tenant of Company G, One hundred and twenty-second Regiment 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, as of the date of November 18, 1864, and 
with the same force and effect as if he had been duly mustered into 
service as a first lieutenant on the 18th day of November, 1564. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the report read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report will be read. 

‘The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Cock- 
RELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, January 22: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 217) 
for the relief of John A. Shaw, have duly considered the same, and submit the 
following report: 

Your « ania find that during the first session of the Forty-fourth Congress 
this committee, upon a bill for relief of said Shaw, precisely similar to the present 

|, made to the Senate the following report, to wit: 

Jolin A. Shaw, the petitioner, was a sergeant of Company G, One hundred and 
twenty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and on September 27, 1864, there was 
a vacancy in the office of first lieutenant of said company. On November 18, 1864, 
Richard Yates, governor of the State of Illinois, duly appointed and commissioned 
said John A. Shaw ‘ first lieutenant of Company G, One hundred and twenty-sec- 
ond Kegiment [.inois Volunteers, with rank from September 27, 1864.’ 

Licutenant Shaw immediately entered upon the duties of the otlice of first lieu 
tenant, and discharged and performed such duties faithfully and gallantly until 
his muster out, July 15, 1865. 

On the 16th day of December, 1864, near Nashville, Tennessee, Lieutenant Shaw, 
while gallantly leading his company, was severely wounded, from which he has 
never fully recovered. About April 1, 1365, he rejoined his company at Blakely, 
Alabama 

On April 22, 1865, he was duly mustered in as first lieutenant, to take effect 
February 1, 1865. 

“On account of his active service in the field and his severe wound received in 
such service, he was not able to be mustered in sooner, and consequently could not 
draw the pay and allowances of a first lieutenant from November 18, 1-64, to April 
2, 1565, the date of actual muster in, although there was a vacancy, and ho had 
been duly commissioned to fill that vacancy, and had faithfully and gallantly per- 
formed all bis duties. 

lis commission, with the certificate of muster in duly indorsed thereon, his 
own sworn statement, and the affidavits of his colonel and captain and the adju- 
taut of his regiment, accompany the bill, and clearly establish the foregoing facts. 

“ The attidavits of three surgeons also accompany the bill, and show the perma- 
nent injuries ineurred by reason of the wound. 

Lieutenant Shaw was a gallant, faithful, and efficient officer, and has not re- 
ceived the pay and allowances due therefor, on accouut of no fault or neglect on 
his part, and is unquestionably entitled to them. 
ms ommittce therefore earnestly recommend the passage of the accompa- 
ving bi 
_ Said bill then pending (S. No. 509) passed the Senate and was favorably reported in 
the House of Representatives, but no final action had. Your committee have again 
carefully reconsidered said ease and fully concur in the above report. : 

Your committee recommend that said bill do pass. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PROTECTION OF RIO GRANDE FRONTIER. 


Mr. MAXEY. I give notice that as soon as the consideration of the 
pending special order is concluded I shall ask the Senate to take up 
Senate bill No. 414, making an appropriation for the erection of suit- 
able posts for the protection of the Rio Grande frontier. The bill is 
reported from the Military Committee unanimously. Additional 
troops have been moved down there since this session began, and 
these posts are necessary. Hence I desire early action on the bill. 


J. A. HENRY. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of Senate bill No. 33. 


of Re yrotion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 33) for the relief 
Whole - Corbin and others was considered as in Committee of the 
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The bill was reported from the Committee on Claims with an 
amendment to strike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and hereby is, directed to pay the sum 
of $52, without interest, to J. A. Henry, for rent of one house in Little Rock, Ar 
kansas, from October 1, to November 30, 1x64, used for quarters for teamsters, 
under contract with the said Henry, at a monthly rental of $26 per month, and for 
which a voucher, duly signed and certified by the proper quartermaster, was given ; 
and the said sum of $52 is hereby appropriated to pay the same. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Tie report will be read. 

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. Cock- 
RELL, from the Committee on Claims, January 23: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 33) for the relief 
of J. A. Henry and others, have duly considered the same so far as the rights of 
Mr. Henry are affected, and submit the following report: 

Your committee referred the bill to the Secretary of the Treasury, with a letter 
asking for information and facts touching the claims, and received from the Acting 
Secretary the following answer: 

“TREASURY DEPARTMENT, November 1, 1877 

“Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th 
ultimo, inclosing a copy of a bill for the relief of J. A. Henry, for rent of rooms, 
and calling for such information as may be in possession of this Department touch- 
ing the same. 

“The Third Auditor of the Treasury states that the claim of J. A. Henry, iu his 
office, is for $52, being the amount of a voucher issued by J. G. Haskell, captain 
and assistant quartermaster, for rent of rooms from October 1 to November ‘30, 
1364. 

“ The claim was disallowed under provisions of act of Congress of February 21, 
1867, which prohibits payment of such claims 

“ The bill is herewith returned as requested. 

“ Very respectfully, 
“R.C. McCORMICK, 
‘Acting Secretary 
“Hon. F. M. Cockrett, 
* United States Senate.” 


Your committee addressed another letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, ask 
ing for the vouchers and papers relating to said claim of J. A. Henry, and received 
from him all the vouchers and papers, and among them was the following account, 
to wit: 

“No. 22 —The United States to J. A. Henry, Dr. 
“1864, December 19, at Little Rock, Arkansas, for rent for house, four 
rooms, quarters for teamsters of depot train, from October 1 to November 

30, inclusive, being two months, at $26 per month 

‘Amount, $52 

“ Tcertufy that the above account is correct and just; that the services were 
rendered as stated, and that they were necessary for the public service, as per my 
report of ‘ persons and articles’ for period above mentioned. (See October roll 
No. 582, and November roll No. 619.) 

J. G. HASSELL, 
‘Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.” 

The above account was on the usual blank, known as form No. 22, partly printed 
and partly written. 

The action of the Department upon said claim is shown by the following letter: 


“TREASURY DEPARTMENT, THInD AUDITOR'S OFFICE 
“October 29, 1877 
Respectfully returned to Hon. 11.8. French, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 
The claim of J. A. Henry in this office is for $52, being the amount of a voucher 
issued by J. G. Haskell, captain and assistant quartermaster, for rentof rooms from 
‘October 1 to November 30, 1864. The claim was disallowed under provisions of 
act of Congress of February 21, i807, which prohibits payment of such claims. 
The papers in the case are herewith transmitted 
“HORACE AUSTIN, Auditor.” 

The Quartermaster-General’s Department refused to pay the claim for the same 
reason, The actof February 21, 1867, (14 United States Statutes at Large, 47,) 
provides that the act of July 4, 1864, “shall not be construed to authorize the settle- 
ment of any claim for supplies or stores taken or furnished for the use of or used 
by the armies of the United States, nor for the occupation of or injury to real 
estate, nor for the consumption, appropriation, or destruction of or damage to pet 
sonal property by tho military authorities or troops of the United States when such 
claim originated during the war for the suppression of the southern rebellion in a 
State or part of a State declared in insurrection by the proclamation of the Presi 
dent of the United States dated July 1, 1462, or in a State which by an ordinance 
of secession attempted to withdraw from tho United States Government On 
April 2, 1866, the President, by proclamation, declared that the insurrection in the 
States of Georgia, South Carolina, Virgivia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi was atan end. Under said act of February 
21, 1867, the Departments have eines to pay any claims originating in the insu 
rectionary States from the beginning of the insurrection to the date of the Presi 
dent's proclamation declaring the insurrection at an end, whether such claims arose 
under contract or otherwise. And thus all persons whose just cleims are based 
upon an express contract between themselves and the proper officers of the Gov- 
ernment, made within the limits of the insurrectionary States within the period 
above named, are forced to appeal to Congress for relicf. This claim arose out of 
a contract between the claimant and the proper quartermaster, was duly signed 
and certified and reported, as required by regulations by such quartermaster, and 
claimant is certainly entitled to the amount specified in his said contract, $y. 

Your committee report a substitute for said bill, and recommend the passage of 
the substitute so reported. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the Senator from Missouri to 
inform us whether the committee made avy inquiry as to which side 
of the war this gentleman was on. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We did not, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I donot think the bill ought to pass, for 
although it is a very small matter it involves an important principle. 
The armies of the United States were in occupation of Little Rock 
apparently. Ifthis man’s real estate was the real estate of one of 
the enemies of the United States—speaking in the legal sense, of 
course; I do not want to harrow up anybody’s feelings—it was the 
business of the captain to take possession of it and quarter his troops 
in it, as he would use anything else that was enemy’s property ; and 
if he was in that category, then, althongh the quartermaster gave 
him a voucher, he is not entitled to his pay. It was one of the mis- 
fortunes of the war that fell upon him, being on the unsuccessful side, 
and that is the distinction I believe that bas run through all the leg- 
islation so far, Therefore it is important to know whether this prop- 
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erty was enemy’s property when it was occupied by the Army, when 
the teamsters slept in it, or whether it was not. 

There is another consideration, although I should dislike in so small 
a matter as this to put this gentleman to that trouble—this seems to 
fall, if this man was loyal, directly within the category of the juris- 
diction of the southern claims commission, and he ought to have 
gone there. If the point is that he could not succeed there because 
he wonld have to prove, as everybody else does before that commis- 
sion, that he adhered to the cause of the Union, then it is nog a very 
good reason to allow him to succeed here on that ground. 

So, Mr. President, I move that the bill be recommitted to the com- 
mittee for inquiry on that point. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr.COCKRELL. Mr. President, it did not come from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. It came from the Committee on Claims with 
a unanimous report. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My motion is to refer it to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It came from the Committee on Claims with a 
unanimons report, and it is in accordance with the law and the 
usages of this Senate; and it is not the first such bill by a very great 
number which has been unanimously — from that committee 
and unanimously passed by this body. It is a question purely and 
simply of contract between the Government and one of its citizens. 
It is not a case where the Government or the Army or any officer of 
the Army exercised the right in an insurrectionary district to seize, 
or take possession of, or use property. It is simply a case of contract. 
The Government official authorized by law contracted with this citi- 
zen to pay him so much for the use and occupation of his property, 
and it has been the uniform rule of the Committee on Claims (and 
that committee requires just as strict proof of loyalty as any com- 
mittee of this Senate, the Judiciary of the Senate not excepted) in 
cases of pure contract to allow the amount contracted by the Gov- 
ernment; and,as ] understand that committee, it holds that the Gov- 
ernment in the insurrectionary districts had the right to take and 
appropriate and use such property as was necessary for its purposes. 
‘The Army and the Army officers had that right; and they also had 
the right to doin a different way. They had a right to buy a man’s 
property and pay for it; and if the Government officers under the 
authority of law bought property and paid for it the Government 
cannot turn round and recover back what it paid. If the officers of 
the Government went and deliberately and iu pursuance of law and 
of express authority made a contract with an individual citizen rec- 
ognizing his allegiance to the United States inside of the lines of the 
Union Army to pay him for his personal property or to pay him for 
the use and occupation of his houses, it has been the uniform rule of 
the Senate and of all the Departments of the Government to recog- 
nize the binding foree and validity of that contract and to pay the 
contract price. 

The act of February 21, 1867, simply prohibited the Quartermaster’s 
Department from further considering claims in the insurrectionary 
States arising prior to the time of the proclamation of the President 
of the United States declaring that hostilities had ceased. For that 
reason the Quartermaster-General and the Third Auditor declined to 
issue a warrant to pay for this claim. Up to that time persons had 
been paid for all these claims, but after the passage of that act no 
payments have been made, and, as I understand, the southern claims 
commission has not jurisdiction in this matter. It is not a matter 
within the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, and the only relief the 
parties have is to appeal to Congress. I think, notwithstanding the 
objections of the distinguished Senator from Vermont, that the ques- 
tion as to whether this man was loyal or disloyal has nothing to do 
with this case. If the Government officials, if the Army officers had 
taken possession of this property, had seized this property, had gone 
into the possession of this property, and used it without first having 
made an express contract, the Committee on Claims would have 
required the very strictest kind of proof of loyalty. We have even 
rejected claims where the claimant deol himself loyal, because the 
Government had the sovereign power to take possession of and use 
property situate within the insurrectionary States without making 
compensation. This is not one of those cases at all; and certainly, 
by every principle of international law, by every principle of law 
governing this Government, and by every ——. of common hon- 
esty, this claimant is entitled to this pitifu sum of $52. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, it is with the very greatest possi- 
ble diflidence that I differ with the Senator from Missouri in respect 
of the application of his doctrine. I may admit the doctrine that he 
lays down, that, if a captain in the United States Army, in time of 
war, makes a contract with oneof the enemies of the United States 
to occupy his tavern as a place for his soldiers, the United States is 
bound to pay for it; I might grant that for the purposes of this case, 
although I should be a good deal inelined to say that the captaiu 
was exceeding his authority and that it did not help the matter; 
but, however that may be, the trouble with this case is, as it appears 
upon the face of the papers, that we have no evidence that such was 
ihe fact. All that appears is this simple voucher: 


No. 22.—The United States to J. A. Henry, Dr. 


1264, December 19, at Little Rock, Arkansas, for rent for house, four rooms, quar- 
ters for teamsters of dopet train, from October 1 to November 30, inclusive, being 
on Me! eT eee $52 00 


Amount, $52. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





EE 





| 


| 
i 


JANUARY 3] 
’ 


T certify that the above account is correct and just; that the service 
dered as stated, and that they were necessary for the public ore te : en 
report of ‘‘persons and articles” for period above mentioned. (Soo One! 
No. 582, and November roll No. 619.) Coder Poll 


3 Were » 


Captain and Aniaet ee, - 

That is the voucher which expresses the opinion and the officia) 
certificate of this officer that this man has a just claim for the 2 - 
pation of that property; but I respectfully submit that it },. 
tendency to show that there was an express previous contract { 
the hiring of these rooms that were occupied by the teamsters 7 
there was, then the argument of my honorable friend from Missouy; 
and nobody can state a case more strongly and ingenious, tl : 
he—would apply, and then we should be brought to face the abstract 
proposition upon which he rests, that in case of an express contract 
in advance of taking the property by an Army officer, made wit) a 
enemy of the United States on the spot, the United Siates js bound 
just the same as if the man with whom the contract had been mado 
was giving his adhesion to the cause of his country. But in this eqs 
in order to bring it within that rule, it ought to appear that this eon’ 
tract was made and that it was a prearrangement between the Qyar. 
termaster’s Department and this man, instead of being as every " \. 
itary officer knows in hundreds of thousands of cases where the 
Army was going or staying in the rebel country that the Army took 
what it could lay its hands on that it needed for the support of the 
Army, and very frequently gave vouchers for it without any referene 
to the question as to whether the person was loyal or disloyal, Jeay- 
ing that to be settled. The officers could not institute a court to try 
whether the man ought to be paid or not. They said, “We will take 
your property and give you something to show that we have taken 
it. Then if you turn out to be one of the particular people entitled 
to be paid, you will get your pay; otherwise you will not. 

Whether this was of that character or whether it was the case that 
my friend has argued of a contract or arrangement made with this 
claimant before the occupation took place, instead of a voucher cer- 
tifying the fact that we had used the property, I do not know ; the 
report does not state, and therefore the case does not come within the 
rule that the Senator has laid down. Perhaps it will if we have the 
further proof. Perhaps the two rolls, 582 and 619, referred to in 
the voucher, might throw light on it, but just as it stands I aw un- 
able to see that it falls within the Senator's rule at all. If it does, 
you can have plenty of such cases. I do not know but that tho 
United States would have to pay for General Grant’s occupation of 
the estate of Jefferson Davis. 1 think quite likely that some of the 
quartermasters gave vouchers to the oceupants of that estate to show 
what they had taken there. 

Mr.COCKRELL. Mr. President, if the Senator from Verinont were 
as familiar with that class of cases as the Senate Committee on Claims 
is, he would recognize at once a vast distinction between those cases 
where the officers of the Army in passing through a country took 
possession of property and used it and where in going into a city 
they went into possession of real estate and the improvements aul 
used and occupied it and left it. We have cases before ns now pend- 
ing where vouchers were given, but notin that form. That form No. 
22, that I have referred to in the report, is the form of contract and 
hiring. In that case a different voucher was given. I have one now 
pending before me from Pulaski, Tennessee, where I have required 
positive proof of loyalty because the voucher does not show that it 
was a case of contract. It shows occupation and use, that the prop- 
erty was used; but it does not show what the price was. It shows 
that there was a board of survey afterward to ascertain what the 
price should be. That is proof that it was not a contract, because a 
contract would have fixed the price. 

This voucher, form No, 22, is always given where there is a pre- 
vious contract and where the contract price is agreed upon, and it Is 
fixed in the body of the voucher. In other cases they give a certil- 
cate that they simply used or occupied certain property, and then 
you have to rely on subsequent proof to ascertain what the price 
should be. In the case that I have referred to—I believe the gen- 
tleman’s name is White, of Tennessee—the property was occupied 
for a long time, probably two or three years. He has got vouchers, 
but they do not show that they were issued under a contract. The 
price has to be ascertained from the report of a board of survey de- 
termining what the rent should be. In all these cases the Commit- 
tee on Claims requires proof of loyalty, in every one of them. Wo 
have reported half a dozen of them on vouchers of that kind. In 
those cases where the vonchers and the papers on their face slow 
that the whole thing was based entirely on a contract made in pur- 
suance of law by the officers of the Government and with a citizen 
within the authority and dominion and control of the United States, 
a fair, legal contract, the property to be occupied under it, the price 
agreed upon, and everything of that kind—in those cases we do not 
require proof of loyalty. ioe 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ° The Senator will allow me to suggest that if the 
committee had any other evidence of a previous express contract for 
the use of this property except this voucher I should like to have . 
stated what it was. As I suggested, possibly the two rolls mieaet 
to by the officer at the foot of this voucher might show that he ha 
made this on a previous arrangement which my friend thinks was 
made, which would pnt it on different ground, or they might show 
exactly the reverse, that he had occupied the property and that the 
price was settled afterward. Then the question we have been Gs 


! 
Hus ho 
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cussing would come in. Perhaps the Senator can give us informa- 
“6 at point. 
tion 0” OCKRELL- I think that I particularly, as one member of 
tl » Senate, have been in the habit of making just about as elaborate 
and full reports as any Senator, the Senator from Vermont not ex- 
io ted; but it has not been the usage of the Committee on Claims to 
ea nll the evidence which might be presented to them to the Sen- 
oe We have thought that probably, composed as it was of a ma- 
sorit? of men of unquestioned standing and character belonging to 
she political majority of the Senate, their conclusions and their de- 
cisions upon What the evidence was would have some little weight 
with the Senate, and that the distinguished Senator from Vermont 
would not require that that committee should report all its evidence 
to the Senate in order that he might see and read and consider it, 
and that he would be sat istied with its reporting its conclusions. 

" Now the committee find that this hiring was made under a con- 
tract, and as a part of the evidence of that contract they submit this 
certilicate Which was filed with the Quartermaster’s Department to 
show that the claim was filed there in time, that payment was de- 
manded, and the reason why the Department did not pay it. This is 
form No. 22. We thought the Senator from Vermont was too familiar 
with all the laws of this Government and with all their regulations 
pot to suspect that that kind of a certificate implied an absolute 
contract. We did not think it was necessary, therefore, that we 
should report the additional evidence. : 

In this case and in all these cases there is the affidavit of the party 
that a contract was made, and in some cases the affidavits of addi- 
tional parties. This is the form that was issued and given to the 
claimant showing the contract and the contract price. The quar- 
termaster makes his report to the Quartermaster-General. Heshows 


the articles he has bought, what articles he has paid for, what arti- | 


cles he has contracted for and not paid for; and be shows what prop- 


erty he has taken, if he deems it necessary, without making any con- | 


tract or without making any payment. Therefore they referred to 
that to identify this as a claim which the quartermaster recognized 
as a claim for which he issued a receipt, as a claim which he reported 
to the Quartermaster-General for settlement, and the evideuce shows, 
as I say, in all these cases conclusively that it is a matter purely of 
contract; and if the committee is not entirely satisfied that it isa 
question of contract and contract ouly, then it requires the strictest 
proof of the loyalty of the claimant. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour is expired. The un- 
finished business is the bill (HL. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coin- 
age of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-tender char- 
acter. 

MENRY M. STANLEY. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I ask the Senate to'allow me to call 
up the joint resolution of thanks to Mr. Stanley, I think it will not 
tuke a moment. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution (LH. R. No. 85) extending the 
thanks of Congress to Henry M. Stanley. 

The resolution is: 

Resolved, That, regarding with jast pride the achievements of their countryman, 
Henry M. Stanley, the distinguished explorer of Central Africa, the thanks of the 
people of the United States are comueali due, and are hereby tendered to him as 
4 tribute to his extraordinary patience, prudence, fortitude, enterprise, courage, 
and capacity, in solving by his researches many of the most important geograph- 
ical problems of our age and globo, problems of a continental scope, involving the 
progress of our kind in commerce, science, and civilization. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed unanimously. 


PROTECTION OF RIO GRANDE FRONTIER. 


Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, I believe I have as good an oppor- 
tunity now as at any other time to secure the consideration of the 
bill to which I called attention some time ago. Unless some one de- 
sires to speak to the silver bill now, I will ask that the morning hour 
be extended twenty minutes. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the extension of 
the morning hour for twenty minutes? The Chair hears none and 
it is extended. 

Mr. MAXEY. I move that Senate bill No. 414 be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 414) making appro- 
priations for the erection of suitable posts for the protection of the 
Rio Grande frontier was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to appropriate $200,000 for the purpose of erecting such 
military posts on the Rio Grande frontier as may be deemed neces- 
sary by the Secretary of War for the adequate protection thereof. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, during the extra session I presented 
to the Senate my views in full and stated the reasons why I thought 
the Rio Grande frontier ought to be protected by posts at certain 
pots. To that expression I desire to add nothing whatever. The 
resolution on which [ made these remarks to the Senate was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. What I desire now is simply 
2 the nature of a report unanimously from that committee. We took 
the testimony of General Ord, the commander of the Military Depart- 
- of Texas, and he stated that these ts were necessary and that 
ee for was the lowest possible sum with whicli he could 
eas he General of the Army, General Sherman, recommends the 

tue thing ; the Secretary of War recommends it; the President of 


the United States recommends it. Upon thisevidence, the commit- 
tee directed me to report the bill unanimonsly. 
I will add further that since this session of Congress commenced a 
| large number of troops have been ordered to the Rio Grande frontier 
by the United States Government, six companies of the Fourth Cav- 
alry, four companies of artillery, and the Twentieth Regiment of In- 
fantry, and these posts are necessary for the accommodation of the 
troops as well as the protection of the frontier. ask on this testimony 
that the bill be put on its passage. f 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there further business in the extended 
morning hour? If not, the Senate resumes the consideration of the 
unfinished business, which is the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize 
the free coinage of the standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal- 
tender character, the question pending being on the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on Finance, which will be read. 

The Cutkr CLERK. The amendment reported by the Committee 
on Finance is in section 1, line 12, after the word “ contract” to strike 
out: 

And any owner of silver bullion may deposit the same at any United States 
coinage mmt or assay office, to be coined into such dollars, for his benefit, upon 
the same terms and conditions as gold bullion is deposited for coinage under exist- 
ing laws. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

And the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to purchase, from time to time, silver 
bullion, at the market price thereof, not less than $2,000,000 per month nor more 
than $4,000,000 per month, and cause the same to be coined into such dollars. And 
any gain or seiguiorage arising from this coinage shall be accounted for and paid 
} into the Treasury, as provided under existing laws relative to the subsidiary coin- 

age: Provided, That the amount of moncy at any one time invested in such silver 
bullion, exclusive of such resulting coin, shall not exceed $5,000,000. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I should like tosubmit a suggestion 
to the friends of this measure as reported to the Senate. A number 
of members of the Senate desire to speak upon this very important 
question at large, and I think their speeches should be made before 
we proceed to vote scrialim upon the various amendments. There- 
fore, with no design to interpose the least delay to the prompt de- 
cision of this very important subject, as I understand no gentleman 
here is prepared to address the Senate upon the general question to- 
day, I would ask that the consideration of this bill be postponed 
until Monday morning, with the understanding that the vote is to 
be reached so soon as the legitimate debate upon the subject is fairly 
exhausted. I do not believe there is among the opponents of this 
measure the least desire to treat the question unworthily by inter- 
posing fictitious causes of delay, or in any way preventing a deliber- 
ate judgment of the Senate from being arrived at. It had been my 
| intention to have prepared such jucgment as I thought was due to 

the subject and to those whom I represent on this question before 
now; but circumstances beyoud my control compelled my absence 
from the city,and deprived me of the opportunity for the prepara- 
tion that I feel is due to the subject and due to myself. 

It is not a question of mere personal convenience. It rises far be- 
yond that. It is a question of a very grave sense of dealing with a 
subject so fraught with important consequences to the prosperity of 
the people and of all the people of the United States. 

I trust that there will be no objection to allowing this measure 
informally, without losing its place as a special order, to lie over 
until Monday morning, the debate then to be resumed upon it as 
heretofore. I make that motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Delaware moves that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have a substitute for the amendment of the 
committee to this bill which I propose to offer at the proper time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be received now and printed and 
lie on the table, subject to the call of the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is what I desire. 

Mr. BOOTH. I desire to submit an amendment to the bill which 
may be printed, and I ask for the information of the Senate that it 
be now read, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment of the Sena- 
tor from California will be reported. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to have the amendment of the Senator from 
Alabama also read for information. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be read after the amendment of 
the Senator from California. 

The Secretary read Mr. Boorm’s amendment, as follows: 

Add to the bill: 

Sec. —. That any holder of the coin authorized by this act may deposit the 
same with the Treasurcr or any assistant treasurer of the United States in sums 
not less than $10 and receive therefor certificates of not leas than $10, each, corre- 
sponding with the denominations of the United States notes. ‘Thecoin deposited for 
or representing the certificates shall be retained in the Treasury for the payment of 
the same on demand. Said certificates shall bo receivable for customs, taxes, and 
all public dues, and when so received may be reissued. 

The amendment intended to be proposed by Mr. MORGAN was read, 
as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “contract,” in the twelfth line of the bill as re- 
ported by the Conimittee on Finance, and insert the following: 


And the owner of any silver bullion may deposit the same at any United States 
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coinage mint or assay office in quantities of the value of not less than $100 in a| that then it will be co 


single deposit, and not to exceed the value of $100,000 during any calendar month, 
to be coined into such dollars. And the proper officer in charge of such coinage 
mint or assay office shall, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, issue certificates to such owners of silver bullion so depositing the 
same, in which certificates the weight of the bullion so deposited and its value at 
the then market price in legal-tender notes of the United States shall be stated ; 
and such bullion shall be coined into silver dollars of the weight and fineness 
hereinbefore prescribed. 

And the Secretary of the Treasury is required, within not less than thirty days 
nor more than ninety days after the date of such certificates, to pay or cause to be 
paid to the owner of said certificates the sum stated in such certificates, as the 
value of the bullion so deposited, in legal-tender notes of the United States or in 
silver dollars which are made a legal tender by this act, at the option of the Gov 
crument. 


And all the existing laws applicable to the assaying and minting of gold bullion 
and in reference to gains and seigniorage therefrom, except as berein otherwise 
provided, are made applicable to the coinage of silver bullion. And after.twelve 
months from the date of the approval of this act the coinage of silver bullion 
shall be regulated in all respects by the same laws that relate to the coinage of 
gold bullion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the consideration of the pending 
bill be postponed until Monday next ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I of course do not wish myself to 
urge a vote upon this bill to-day, but I want to guard against a dif- 
ficulty that I think I see may oceur on Monday if we simply post- 
pone the bill until that day. This bill has been pending in the Sen- 
ate since the 2lst day of November. It was made a special order for 
the 11th of December. It has been debated from time to time until 
the present moment. I know very well the importance of the Dill 
and the difficulty of preparation for its intelligent discussion ; and as 
a friend of the measure as now composed, including the amendments 
of the Committee on Finance, I am entirely willing that the oppo- 
nents of the measure shall have ample time to state their objections 
to it; but I think we should come to some understanding beyond 
what is stated by the Senator from Delaware, namely that we shall 
begin again this discussion on Monday. I think we should have an 
understanding as to the time when we shall commence to vote upon 
tne amendments and the bill. It seems tome that any understanding 
ought to include that as well. 

Mr. BAYARD. I will say frankly that I do not see how an under- 
standing can be had as to the hour or the day upon which voting 
shall commence and debate shall cease. Idonot know what amend- 
ments may yet be offered. I have heard suggestions of propositions 
from various Senators that might lead to very prolonged debate. 
}sut I will remind my honorable friend from Iowa of this fact, that 
in the debate upon the resolution introduced by the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] the consideration of this measure has been 
the chief topic. I had the honor to submit to the Senate some views 
of mine in opposition to that resolution, in which I expressly avoided 
touching upon the merits of this present bill. But that was not the 
view taken by the large majority of gentlemen who spoke upon the 
subject. Almost all the speeches that were made in the Senate upon 
the resolution of the Senator from Ohio have really been speeches 
upon the silver bill, so that the debate to that extent has been antici- 
pated and to that degree has been exhausted, and I have no idea that 
the debate upon this measure will be prolonged. 

If I were asked to give my opinion as to the time when the vote 
will be reached I should say early next weck. I do not see why the 
strong probability is not that we shall be voting on this question 
and coming to a decision by next Wednesday ; but I submit to my 
honorable friend that it would not be well and it is not needed that 
we should fix a day or have any understanding as to a time when 
voting shall commence and all debate shall cease. I do not think 
that the American Senate have often been called upon to take a step 
in regard to the government of the country more full of grave results 
than the one which we are now invited to take. Nay, further, I 
do not believe—and this is my jadgment only—that the step once 
taken can be retraced. If it be-the error that I think it is, I fear 
that it will be an irretrievable error, and therefore on the brink of it 
I do pause with great gravity and ask that, if the judgment of the 
Senate shall be in accordance with what seems to be the majority 
of the Chamber, it be taken with a deliberation that shall exclude no 
man from discussion and such fair preparation for discussion as the 
ease demands of him. That is why I do wish to treat this question 
as something far beyond a question of personal convenience or mere 
ordinary expedition of business. It is something far greater than 
that. 

So I ask my friend from Iowa for the reasons given that, unless 
some gentleman is now prepared and desires to speak to the Senate 
to-day, he should permit the discussion of this question to lie over 
until Monday. That simply means the hiatus of two parliamentary 
days, Thursday and Friday, because our custom is to devote Satur- 
day toother duties in connection with the Departments and business 
of our constituents. It is not generally a legislative day in practice, 
and therefore I ask that he will allow and that the friends of the 
measure will allow this reasonable suggestion to be adopted. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Delaware utterly misappre- 
hends my view if he supposes that I have any desire to interfere 
with the fullest discussion of this question. I desire that every 
Senator shall have an opportunity of discussing this measure as he 
may choose to discuss it, but the preparation for this discussion must 
begin some time and must end some time, and all I desire is that 
Senators may understand if this question is postponed until Monday 
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ntinued without interruption until we have 


reached a vote upon it. 

Mr. BAYARD. I agree to that. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not underrate the magnitnde ar 
of this question any more than does the Senator from | 
I trust I am acting here upon my conscience, as I believe he js. 
upon his, and therefore I want every Senator to have the Seninan —_e 
tunity that I expect to have myself for fally discussing this; a 
Now, then, if it is the general sentiment of the friends of ete 
and of those who are opposed to it that the discussion shal! aut 
poned until Monday, I of course shall interpose no obj - 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Without losing its precedence ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Of course. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall the order be entered that this} 
be postponed until Monday next without prejudice ? 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Mr. President—— 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Dlinois 
interpose an objection ? 

Mr. OGLESBY. I do. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Mr. President, I can say nothing either to-day or 
upon any other day that will be likely to add to the interest 
oe elicited in this great question. Nor do I believe anv 

onorable Senator upon this floor, after the maturest reflection, ji] 
be able to shed any new and hitherto undiscovered light upon the 
subject. The subject is almost as old as time, and it has fretted 
many nations as it is now fretting and agitating our own people. |r 
is a very grave and serions agitation. The public feeling is as deeply 
aroused upon this question of the recoinage of the standard silver 
dollar as it has been upon any question since I have been in this 
body. The public have thought deeply upon the question ,and I think 
Ishould be venturing a good deal of temerity if I were to dare to 
suggest that anything I should be able to say upon the subject this 
week or next week would affect that public judgment. It lias been 
debated here in one way or another for two years. This question in 
various shapes has been before this body substantially for two years, 
Public attention has been directed toward it by this body and the 
other body of Congress, by commissions appointed by them, by com- 
missions appointed to investigate the subject in Europe, and by pop- 
ular assemblies throughout the country. Senators have been debat- 
ing it here with a great deal of care and ability since the assembling 
of the extra session, and again since the coming together of the rey- 
ular session of this Congress. 

I do no more than state the solemn truth when I say that the pub- 
lic mind of the country is growing somewhat impatient before the 
apparent studied delay of the discussion and settlement of this qnes- 
tion. I do not like to be disagreeable any more than other Senators 
may wish to appear in that light in opposing this motion for delay ; 
nor do I wish to be understood as being better prepared than other 
gentlemen to vote on this question. 

I have had my troubles and my doubts upon it as other Senators must 
have had. The light has not always been shining upon me with such 
brightness as that I could from the beginning of the agitation see my 
way clear as to which path I should take; but I do believe that I 
have arrived at that point in which my conscience and my judgment 
are both set at rest. It is a responsibility that I as a voter and asa 
Senator upon this floor mast meet, either to vote for the recoinage of 
the standard silver dollar and to make it a legal tender again in pay- 
ment of all debts, or to vote against it. It has become a natioual 
question of absorbing interest ; and so deeply concerned are our cou- 
stituents in the subject that from day to day they give us no rest, 
ae _ crying inquiries as to the time when this question shal! be 
settled. 

Sir, the American people have been for more than three years in 
the throes of distress and despair. Poverty is perched upon every 
hill-top and high place over the country smiling at the distress of the 
American people; and so far as we are a legislative and deliberative 
body and so far as we can speak for this American people in this 
direction, we have up to this time given expression to no plan that 
may be considered as a relief or as an honest effort for relief to the 
people of the country. 

I do not know that I have arrived at the point where I believe that 
legislation by Congress can make times positively better or positive'y 
worse ; but I do believe as a member of this body that the time has 
come when it can say and ought to say what in its judgment should 
be done upon any one specific pending measure before it. And how 
‘much better shall I be prepared next Monday or shall any other gene 
tleman upon this floor be prepared to meet this question tnan now! 
I might possibly bring before the Senate and before the country 4 
speech upon the subject more carefully prepared, statistics more pre- 
cisely arranged, new thoughts that by myself had not been discov- 
ered before, but which other Senators might have had a hundred 
times over and cast away as worthiess and useless? So thiat pro- 
longed deliberation, while it may benefit in the sense of preparation, 
in my hamble opinion will throw no new light on the subject. 

We have all the facts there are to be gathered now as to the rela- 
tion of the value and the quantity of both the precious metals and of 
all metals. We know precisely to-day the amount of paper money *° 
have in the country. We know almost correctly the amount of ua 
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tional, State, municipal, and individual indebtedness in this country. 
We ‘know precisely the attitude of every government of Europe upon 
this question. Shall we know any better next week than we know 
this Thursday the estimate in which this question is held by the dif- 
wept vations of Europe? Shall we know any better next week or 


a week after next than we know now as to the amount of silver 
aa vold in bullion, or in metal, or in coined money that has been 


taken from the earth and putin circulation? Shall we know any 
better next Monday than we know this hour what is to be the future 
course of European nations upon the bimetallic or the single stand- 
orl? What new facts are there to be brought before this American 
; What new arguments are there to be produced except that 
myself to speak more intelligently upon it? That 


wople ? 
] might prepare 
would be all. 5 . 

Now, without wishing to detain the Senate, I only make these re- 
marks that I may not be thought by Senators opposed to the views 
that 1 entertain upon it to be captious or to appear to be unreasona- 
ble. Day after day the debate continued in this body upon the 
resolution of the honorable Senator from Ohio. It passed over to 
another branch of this Congress and was disposed of in a very 
brief time. The bill comes tous here on which we are to act as leg- 
jslators in making permanent provisions of law on the subject. It 
has been debated in one form or another ever since the special session 
began; it has been debated at this session, and when we get ready 
to seriously consider the amendments which are reported back to us 
by the Finance Committee of the Senate to the bill of the House, we 
are gravely asked, seriously asked, earnestly asked, and I think we 
are asked without any affectation, without any desire to put off or 
trifle with time, to postpone it longer. I do the honorable Senator 
from Delaware the justice to say that I do not think he wishes to 
trifle with the matter or with the Senate. I doubt not he feels all 
that he says; but if I give my consent to-day to put this debate off 
for an hour longer, [ shall feel that I am trifling with the feelings of 
the great body of constituency that Iin part have the honor to rep- 
resent upon this floor. 

Sir, I have no right to stand here and ask for time. The people of 
the State of Illinois will very correctly and very plainly say to me 
as their Senator, “ You have had time as long as we have had to con- 
sider this question, and we desire now that your body shall act upon 
it, that some rest may come to the mind of this American people, 
that we may see whether this National Congress is willing to respond 
to the earnest and intelligent wishes of the people upon this ques- 
tion.” Shall we halt? Shall we hesitate when the subject is fresh 
before us at this hour, when the bill, with its reported amendments 
aud other proposed amendments, is before us for debate, for discus- 
sion? Shall we put it off Thursday, Friday, Saturday, until Monday 
afternoon, that it may be again met at the point where we leave it 
off now, with no progress made? I hope the Senate will go forward 
to-day in deliberation upon and discussion of this question. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I am rather surprised at the heat 
displayed by my friend from Illinois in relation to this subject. He 
has claimed that it was impossible for any Senator to shed any more 
light upon the subject, and yet he has been irradiating and illuminat- 
ing the Senate himself for almost half an hour. 

Mr. OGLESBY. The longest speech I have made this winter. 

Mr. MORRILL. Nowit seems to me that it is assuming a good deal 
for any Senator to rise and say that there is no member here who can 
throw any additional light on this subject. Iam very sure that no 
Senator can speak without giving me some additional light. 

Again, Mr. President, the Senator seems to charge that there has 
been some studied delay on this subject. I must say myself that, 
if there has been the slightest obstacle or any purpose on the part 
of any Senator to produce any delay on this subject, I am totally 
ignoramt of it. 

But it seems to me that the Senator from Iowa who has charge of 
this bill was fair and proper in his proposition made to the Senate, 
and that was that the bill might go over for the accommodation of 
some six or eight Senators who are not prepared to speak to-day, 
with the distinct understanding that on Monday it will be taken up 
and proceeded with uotil the bill shall be disposed of. I have never 
known the Senate to refuse to yield in a matter of courtesy to asingle 
Senator, when asked for as it is asked for and sincerely on the present 
occasion. I know, as we have heard repeatedly from the Senator 
from Ohio who is not now present, [Mr. THURMAN, } that he desires 
to say something upon this bill. I understand that the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. BLAINE J also desires to discuss this bill, and I have heard 
of at least half a dozen more who desire to do so, perhaps not at very 
great length, but they wish to be heard. 

Now take the case of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. BAYARD. ] 
He bas been deprived of two or three days on account of the illness 
of some member of his family at home in Delaware, and therefore 
comes in to-day not prepared to go on. I should hope that no Sen- 
ator here would object to the postponement of this subject for the 
convenience of 80 many Senators ae really desire to say something 
and who have the impression that they can say something that will 
reflect additional light or will be beneticial to their constituents. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is moved that the further considera- 


tion of the bill be 


Ty postponed until Monday next. 
ae 


motion was agreed to. 
Vil——-44 
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FREEDMEN’S HOSPITAL INVESTIGATION. 
; Mr. SARGENT submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations, or its subcommittee, in investi- 


gating the affairs of the Freedmen’s Hospital, have power to send for persons and 
papers, administer oaths, and employ a stenographer. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 


Mr. SARGENT. I rise to move that when the Senate adjourns to- 
day it be to meet om Monday next; but prior to submitting thot 
motion I wish to make a remark, as I suppose it would not be in 
order to debate the motion. The principal business of the Senate 
now is before the committees. The Calendar is very thin. There is 
almost no business here. The business of the Senate will be very 
much facilitated by taking time in the committees, and, further- 
more, upon the silver discussion, in giving Senators the opportunity, 
which they cannot have if the Senate meets day by day, to prepare 
themselves to close that debate. For these considerations I move 
that when the Senate adjourns it be to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at one o’clock and forty-three 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, January 31, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. HARRISON. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

MERINO-SHEEP BREEDERS. 

Mr. JOYCE. I ask unanimous consent to present the resolutions 
adopted at the meeting of the Vermont Merino-Sheep Breeders’ Associ- 
ation, that they may be printed and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

There was no objection ; and the resolutions were received, read as 
follows, and referred to the Committee of Waysand Means: 

Ata meeting of the Vermont Mer'no-Sheep Breeders’ Association, held at Mid- 
dlebury, Vermont, January 28, 1878, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That this association, representing over one hundred and seventy regis- 
tered flocks of pure-bred merino sheep, scattered through eight different States of our 
Union, is fully persuaded that the substantial continuation of the present duties 
on wool and woolens is vitally necessary to the prosperity, if not the existence, 
of the wool-growing and wool-manufacturing industries of our country, and that 
their repeal or essential reduction would prove disastrous to not only those inter- 
ests but to nearly all others. 

Resolved, ‘That this association request the Senators and members of the House 
in Congress from Vermont to use all the legitimate means of legislation in their 
power to sustain the general provision of the present tariff, with perhaps some 
slight, moderate, modifications, . 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


ALBERT CHAPMAN, Secretary. 
REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Iask unanimous consent to present twelve 
petitions of several thousand citizens of New York State in reference 
to the silver bill. I understand that some thirty thousand citizens 
of the State of New York have petitioned the Senate already for this 
measure of remonetization of silver, &c., and that probably petitions 
from as many more are on their way here. I desire to say further 
that these petitioners do not represent any special class unless it be 
the laboring class, whose interests are bound up with this fiscal amelio- 
ration. 

I see that the Legislature of the State of New York has been engaged 
in instructing the Congressmen from that State as to their particular 
duties on this question. I have to say as tothat, that when that body 
reapportions the State and reconstructs itself according to the consti- 
tution of New York, it may teach me with more emphasis on this and 
other topics. I wili then cheerfully listen; but until then I shall 
pursue the course that I have pursued from the first, when I reported 
and spoke upon the subsidiary silver bill of last Congress. Since 
then I have been indorsed by an honest constituency of laboring-men. 
I voted for the Matthews concurrent resolution, declaratory of certain 
laws as to coin. I could not vote otherwise as an honest legislator, 
with a full understanding of the meaning of the law that coin in- 
cluded silver and that silver is silver inside the law and the bond and 
outside of the law and the bond. 

The petitions were referred to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, and ordered to be printed. 

INVALID PENSIONS, 
I ask unanimous consent to offer the following reso- 


Mr. WAIT. 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be, and they are hereby, 
directed to inquire into and report to the House what number of additional clerks, 
if any, are necessary to be employed in the Pension Bureau to enable that bureau 
to consider and decide within a reasonable time the applications of wounded and 
disabled soldiers and their widows and orphans for the bounties pledged to them 
by the Government. 

In connection with offering the resolution I desire to say a single 
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word if there be no objection, and it is this: that I understand by 


CHANGES OF REFERENCE. 
information which I have received from the Commissioner of Pensions 


Mr. CABELL, by unanimous consent, from the Committee > 


that it is impossible now, after an application is made to the Depart- | Claims, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 2392) for the relief t W ” 
iment to ascertain why a pension is not granted or rejected, for him to Alexander and moved that the committee be discharged { ~ Jeu, 
make the necessary inquiries and report to the applicant whether the | ¢yrther consideration of the same and that it be referred - ig tho 
pension isto be granted or not in less than twelve to eighteen months. aoe 


* sas . uw 
o r ae . 
1 am constantly receiving letters from my constituents, from the — Affairs, not to be brought back on a motion lo 
poor men who served in the Union Army and were wounded, and The motion was agreed to. 
from widows of soldiers who fell in battle or died from disease, and Mr. CABELL also, by unanimous consent, from the same com: 
orphan children of sach soldiers, to know when their pensions will be | reported back the bill (H. R. No. 2012) for the relief of oo 
paid. The Commissioner of Pensions assures me that the delay in | Smoot, of Washington, District of Columbia, and moved that the 
these matters is entirely on account of a want of clerical force to | committee be discharged from the further consideration of Pad - 
coable him to obtain the information that is required. It seems to | and that it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, not oo 
116 that justice to the brave men who periled their lives to save the | }roueht back on a motion to reconsider. Larder 
life of the nation, and to the widows and orphans of those of them The motion was agreed to. 
who fell in battle, demands that this evil should be remedied at} Mr, CABELL also, by nnanimons consent, from the same committee 
once, and a sufficient clerical force employed to enable the Commis- | reported back the bill (H. R. No. 1264) for the relief of certain tag 
sioner of Pensions to give the information to such applicants within | tractors for the construction of vessels of war and steam machinery 
a very short time after their inquiries are addressed to him. . and moved that the committee be discharged from the further eo, 
Mr. BUTLER. I desire to correct an error into which my friend | sideration of the same and that it be referred to the Committee or 
from Connecticut [Mr. Warr] has fallen, and that is concerning the | Nayal Affairs. not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider P 
want of clerical force in the Pension Office; the want . = — The motion was agreed to ; , 
but in the Surgeon-General’s Ollice, where they have to look up anc Ss 
yet the medical record of the soldiers wounded. The Pension Dilice . ORSEE OF BUSINESS. 
have got seventy thousand applications in the Surgeon-General’s de- | Mr. WADDELL. TI call for the regular order. 
partment which eannot be answered, and they are constantly pouring Phe SPEAKER. The regular order being called, the morning honr 
e in much faster than the clerical force now in the Surgeon-General’s | Commences at twenty-seven minutes past twelve o clock, and reports 
ss Oflice can answer them. I think it just to state that fact because | from committees of a public character are in order. The call rests 
i 
+ 
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ete 


there is some idea in the country that the Pension Office is to blame, | With the Committee on Public Lands. ; 

and that is not so. Mr. DUNNELL. I believe the call rests with the Committee oy 
Mr. ATKINS. The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized by a Commerce, is Bie ais ‘ 

statute to detail a force from any Department for the Surgeon-Gen- The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed by the journal clerk that 


Ml 


ee 
i 
5 Re 


oh cral’s Office, and in my judgment there is enough clerical force in the | the call rests with the Committee on Public Lands. The Committee 
Be Departments of the Government that can be spared for this work. on Commerce had one whole morning hour and the greater part of 
mi Mr. BANKS. We were notified last year that an increased force | another which count for two. The call rests with the Committee on 
aye in the Surgeon-General’s Office was needed for this purpose. Public Lands. 


The resolution of Mr, WAIT was agreed to. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
‘ On motion of Mr. ATKINS, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
of Appropriations was discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill (HL. R. No. 2486) extending the operations of the Light-Honse 


joard over the Illinois River, and for other purposes; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


There were no reports from the Committee on Public Lands. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION ACT OF 1876. 


Mr. WADDELL, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, reported back, with an adverse recommendation, the bil! (I. 
R. No. 1717) to repeal certain provisions of the act of Congress ap- 
proved July 12, 1276, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the Post-Oflice Department ;” and the same was laid on the table. 










| | RELIEF OF OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. POSTAL RIGHTS OF INMATES OF INSANE ASYLUMS. 

: % Mr. BOYD. by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution, Mr. WADDELL also, from the same committee, reported back, with 
eg (11. R. No. 101) amendatory of the joint resolution for the relief of | 20 adverse recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 2669) to proteet the 
ote certain oflicers of the Army, approved July 20, 1566; which was read postal rights of the inmates of asylums for the insane; and the sai 

; 4 a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, | W4S laid on the table. 
rhe Ft aud ordered to be printed. OPEN CORRESPONDENCE THROUGH THE MAILS. 
| THOMAS HALL, Mr. WADDELL also, from the same committee, reported back, with 
Mr. BLISS, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. | an adverse recommendation, the bill (IH. R. No. 2465) to facilitate open 
+ 2S0s) granting a pension to Thomas Hall; which was read a first and | correspondence through the mails and reduce postage thereon ; aud 
: second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and | the same was laid on the table. 
rei ' eee D. J. JONES SECTION 3896 OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 

2 Mr. VANCE, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. Mr. W ADDELL also, from the same comenittes, reported back, with 
a ©299) for the relic J cael : ia an adverse recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 2185) to amend section 
ws SGED) Sur the welled af DD. J. Zones; witeh was vead & Sect and anced 3296 of the Revised Statutes; and the same was laid on the table. 

fire time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | “~~ ‘ ; i 
: et be printed. PAY OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 
ie ‘APTAIN C. GARLAND. , . : oa 
cf] > annem : — ioe reer — : Mr. WADDELL also, from the same committee, reported back, with 
f if Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. | an amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 2133) to fix the pay of letter-carricrs. 
b PER No. 2900) for the relief of the heirs of Captain Cc. Garland; which The bill was read, as follows: 
ag was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
ug 


Be it enacted, de , That for the more equitable compensation of letter-carriers 
there shall be in all cities which contain a population of seventy-five thousand or 
more, two classes of letter-carriers, to be fixed by the Postmaster-General 

Sec. 2. The salaries of carriers of the first class, who shall have been in service 
at least ono year, shall be $1,000 per annum; and the salaries of the carriers of the 
second class shall be $800 per annum. In all cities containing a population of less 
than seventy-five thousand, and of twenty thousand and upward, there shall be 
one class of letter-carriers who shall receive a salary of $850 per annum. 

Sec. 3. Upon the recommendation of the postmaster of any city the Postmaster- 
General may establish a third grade of letter-carriers, known as auxiliaries, who 
shall be paid at the rate of $400 per annum. 

Sec. 4. Appointments of letter-carriers in cities having two or more classes shall 
be made to the class having the minimum rate of pay, and promotions from the 
lower grades in said cities shall be made to the higher grades, at the expiration of 
one year's service, one ertiticate of the postmaster to the faithfulness and etli- 
ciency of the candidate during the preceding year. 

Sec. 5. All laws inconsistent herewith are repealed. 


The amendment reported by the committee was read, as follows: 

Add after section 4 the following : . 

Provided, That no box for the collection of mail matter by carriers shall be placed 
inside of any building except a pablic building or railroad station. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I reserve the point of order on the bill. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to present a minority report. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Subject to the point of order. ; 

The SPEAKER. It will save time if the Chair at once decides the 
point of order. 

Mr. WADDELL. I would like $o make a statement. 


tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. VANCE also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
preamble and resolution; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary : 


W hereas grave charges of official misconduct in the administration of justice and 
in the management of the affairsof the United States district court for Western North 
Carolina have been made by the public press and by reports published to the coun- 
try, by individuals professing a knowledge of facts, which tend to show the truth 
of said charges; and 

Whereas the fair fame of the judicial department of the Government, the repu- 
tation of the parties implicated, and the great interest of the people of the State of 
— Carolina demand that the truth of these allegations be made known: There- 

ore, 

Resolved, 1. That the Judiciary Committee of this House be, and are hereby, 
authorized and instructed to fully investigate said chaeges and report the fact to this 
House, and also to report what legislation is necessary, if any, in the premises. 


2. And for this purpose the conuuittee is authorized to send for persons and pa- 
pe rs 
JOUN W. M’GEE. 


Mr. VAN VORHES, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 2901) to remove the charge of desertion from John W. McGee, late 
a private in Company D, Sixty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be priuted. 
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.SPRAKER. The Chair will first recognize the gentleman from | letter of the rule. The Chair therefore rules that it must receive its 





a wis to present the views of the minority. tirst consideration in Committee of the Whole. 
“Mr. WADDELL. Is the point of order that the bill should goto| Mr. WADDELL. I ask, then, unanimous consent that a day be 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | nion? fixed for the consideration of this bill. 
[he SPEAKER. The Chair presumes so. The gentleman from The SPEAKER. What day will the gentleman indicate ? 
Georgia reserves the point of order but has not stated it. Mr. WADDELL. I will say Tuesday next. 
Mr. WADDELL. Ido not wish to press the bill now and would Mr. BLOUNT. I object. 
pre fer if the House would fix an early day for its consideration. Mr. WADDELL. Then I will say Weduesday next. 
The SPEAKER. That has to be done by unanimous consent. Mr. BLOUNT. I object to that. 
Mr. WADDELL. I will ask unanimous consent for that purpose. Mr. ONELLL I hope the chairman of the Committee on the Post- 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman to do so | Office and Post-Roads [Mr. WabbDELL] will appeal to the spirit of 
after the views of the minority are presented and read. kindness of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] to allow a 
The Clerk read the minority report, as follows: day to be fixed for the consideration of this bill. 
Mr, CANNON, of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, to which The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that the bill is now in 


“Om 


committee was referred the bill (H. R. No. 2133) to fix the pay of letter-carriers, | as good a position as it canoecupy. It isin Committee of the Whole, 

begs leave to make a minority report thereon and recommends that the bill donot | where the House ean reach it at any time. 

pass ies . x Mr.O'NEILL. Going inte Committee of the Whole, which requires 
Mr. BLOUNT. The law as it now stands fixes the pay of the letter- | 4 vote so to do, is very uncertain. Fixing a day would give more 

carriers so that it shall not exceed the sum of $800. There is a pro- | ¢ertainty toits friends, who would be on hand. 


vision in this bill which to a certain class of letter-carriers gives a Mr. KILLINGER. Do not the majority control it as it is now? 
salary of $1,000 and this change of the law necessarily involves an The SPEAKER. It is within the control of the majority. 
additional appropriation from the Treasury, ; Mr. KILLINGER. You cannot do better than that. 

Mr. WADDELL. The gentleman is in error in saying that the law Mr. O'NEILL. A day certain would be recollected by the advo- 


at present fixes the salary; it does not fix itat all. It authorizes the | gates of the bill. They would be prepared. 

Postmaster-General toappoint letter-carriers, and then allows him to Some time subsequently, 

pay only as high as a thousand dollars a year. ; Mr. WADDELL said: I believe the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. 
Mr. BLOU Nr. If the gentleman will allow me I will read the BLOUNT] has discovered that he was in error in regard to this mat- 

statute law showing that the salaries of letter-carriers are now tixed | ter of letter-carriers, and will withdraw his objection so as to allow 


by law. | I refer to section 3566 of the Revised Statutes. _ a day to be fixed for its consideration. It is evident that there was 
Mr. O'NEILL. Allow me to make a suggestion. It is that the | 4 mistake on the part of the Chair and the gentleman from Georgia. 
chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads [ Mr. The SPEAKER. No mistake on the part of Chair, for he has been 


WappeLt] might be allowed to ask that a day be fixed for the con- investigating this subject for a week in order to ascertain if a point 
sideration of this meritorious measure, although I would prefer to go | of order would lie against this bill. " 

on with its consideration at once. Fixing a day will not commit any Mr. BLOUNT. “‘The gentleman from Georgia” has not discovered 
one to its support who may be opposed to its provisions. Iam anx- | that he was in error. However, as a matter of courtesy to the Com 
ious for the passage of the bill, and at an early day, for the carriers | mittee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads, 1 will withdraw my objec- 
deserve increased compensation. Their work never ceases, and the | tion to fixing a day for considering this bill. Ido not think it isright, 
people wherever the free-delivery system prevails are not only will- | joweyer, F 


ing for the increase of the salaries but urgently demand it at our hands Mr. HARRISON. You will find that it is right. 
as fairly earned by these overworked officials. The SPEAKER. Is there further objection to fixing a day when 


Mr. WADDELL. I am perfectly willing to have the bill consid- | this bill can be specially considered? What day does the gentleman 
ered in the House as in Committee of the Whole, if a day can be fixed | jpndicate? ; ‘ , 


for its consideration. . , ; Mr. WADDELL. Next Tuesday, after the morning hour. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to read the section of the Revised Statutes Mr. CONGER. To be considered in the House as in Committee 
to which I have referred. The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. | of ¢he Whole. 
WADDELL] says that the law does not now fix the salary of letter- Mr. WADDELL. And not to interfere with any appropriation 
earriers. bill. 

The salary of letter-carriers shall be fixed by the Postmaster-General, and shall} The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North Carolina asks that 


not exceed $900 per annuin, next Tuesday, after the morning hour, in the House as in Committee 


This bill provides that the salaries of letter-carriers shall not ex- | of the Whole, this bill shall be considered as the special order. 





ceed $1,200 a year each. Mr. SPARKS. Not to interfere with the appropriation bills. 
Mr. WADDELL. That is not the law now; you have the wrong Mr. CONGER. And with the right to offer amendments. 

law. The SPEAKER. That is usual. 
Mr. BLOUNT. It is the only law we have. Mr. WADDELL. Certainly; I do not wish to restrict debate or 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read Rale 112. amendment, ; — 
The Clerk read as follows : Mr. CONGER. I did not know how that was. I donot want it in 


All proceedings touching appropriations of money, and all bills making appro- | # Position where the gentleman could demand the previous question 
priations of money or property, or requiring such appropriations to be made, or | and cut off amendment. 
authorizing payments outof appropriations already made, shall be first discussed Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I object to making it a special order. 
in a Committee of the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Wap- 
DELL] and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUN?T] disagree as to Mr. WADDELL, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
a question of fact, as to what is the law. The Chair, without having | Roads, reported back, with an amendment, a bill (H. R. No. 2695) to 
the law before him, is unable to determine that question of fact ; but | regulate the compensation of postmasters and for other parposes, 
he is quite clear in ruling that this bill is subject to a point of order | with the recommendation that it do pass. 


COMPENSATION OF POSTMASTERS, 


under Rule 112. In the third section of the bill a new class of The bill and amendmeut were read. 
ollicers altogethér is provided for. Mr. CONGER. I wake the point of order that that bill should have 
Mr. WADDELL. Will the Chair hear me before he decides the | its first consideration in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
point of order? the Union. 
The SPEAKER. Certainly. The SPEAKER. For what reason? 
Mr. WADDELL, I have had my attention called to this third see- Mr. CONGER. It makes appropriation of money and changes the 
tion as one liable to give rise to a point of order. It provides for | law. 
classifying these oflicers. The Postmaster-General, under existing The SPEAKER. Changing the law only would not send it to the 


law, has that power and exercises it. He now has auxiliary letter- | committee. 

carriers and substitutes. The Postmaster-General in his report sets| Mr. WADDELL. I hope the gentleman from Michigan will speak 
forth the law and asks Congress to fix the pay of carriers or tomake | louder, as I cannot hear his point of order. 

an appropriation for him to pay them, for he has not money now to Mr. CONGER. My object is to have time properly to examine this 
do it. As to the statement made by the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. | bill, and for that purpose ask that it go to the Committee of the 
BLouNT] that $800 a year is the limit for salaries for letter-carriers, | Whole on the state of the Union. 


he will find that the average pay now, according to the statement of Mr. WADDELL. I am willing to fix a day for the consideration of 
the Postmaster-General, is over $000 a year, although the letter-car- | this bill in the House as in Committee of the Whole, as was doue in 
riers insist that it is not. the other case. 1 do not wish to press it now. 
Mr. BLOUNT. Does the gentleman say that is the law? Mr. CONGER. I will withdraw the point of order if a particular 
Mr. WADDELL. Iam stating what is the fact. day be fixed for the consideration of the bill, as in the other case, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it will hardly be maintained | with opportunity for debate and amendment. 
that the provisions of the third section of this bill do not require The SPEAKER. The Chair will say to the gentleman from North 
some appropriation to be hereafter made. It clearly provides by dis- | Carolina that the bill is as well off in the Committee of the Whole 
‘inet law for the establishment of a class of letter-carriers now un- | as it well can be, and that this assignment of special orders brings 
known to the service. Therefore the Chair is of the opinion that it | about great confusion in legislation. If the Chair will be permitted 
comes within the spirit of the rule, and not only the spirit but the | to give a little advice to the gentleman from North Carolina he would 
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suggest that allowing the bill to be referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union really facilitates early action upon it. 

Mr. WADDELL. If the Chair thinks it is subject to the point of 
order I am willing it should go that way. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would hold that this bill, under Rule 
112, in the first place, changes the existing law and requires appro- 
priations to be made different from what are now authorized to be 
made by law, and that it comes within the spirit as well as the letter 
of the rule. The rule, too, is a valuable one, because the purpose 
desired by the gentleman from Michigan is accomplished in wishing 
to have it fully considered. It was one of the reasons for the adop- 
tion of the rule that members might not be taken unaware upon any 
bill. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. One word, Mr. Speaker. If the gentle- 
man from Michigan, as well as other members, will be satistied to 
allow the chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads a few minutes in which to explain the provisions of the bill, I 
think the point of order will be withdrawn and action taken on the 
measure at this time. I think it does not change the existing law 
materially; in fact, not at all except as to fourth-class offices, and 
every day we fail to legislate a change in regard to that class of 
oflices costs the Government a great many thousands of dollars. I 
therefore ask the gentleman from Michigan to withdraw his point of 
order, and to let the bill be explained by the chairman of the com- 
mittee, and after that has been done [ am sure the House will be 
satisfied to let it pass. 

The SPEAKER. Full discussion of the whole question will be in 
order in the Committee of the Whole. There are now only seven 
bills in that commitiee, and it will be in the power of the gentleman 
from North Carolina to move to go into committee any day he wishes, 
so that practically his bill being in Committee of the Whole is ina 
better situation than if a special day were assigned for its considera- 
tion subject to the condition that it should not interfere with the 
appropriation bills. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not wish to prevent speedy action on this bill, 
but as it affects rural offices, third and fourth class offices, and as I 
have had no opportunity to examine its provisions, I do not wish it 
to be acted on until we have had time fully and fairly to consider it. 

The SPEAKER. Again under Rule 114, in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, it is provided that the bills shall be taken 
up and disposed of in their order on the Calendar ; but if objection 
is made to the consideration of the bill, a majority of the committee 
shall decide, &c. The gentleman will see at once it will practically 
facilitate the consideration and passage of the bill by allowing it to 
go to the Committee of the Whole. For if it be assigned toa special 
day and an appropriation bill comes up for consideration, which is 
exempted from the operation of the special order, the gentleman 
would be without a remedy, and his bill would be nowhere. 

The Chair sustains the point of order, and the bill and amendment 
are referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD, OHIO. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I am instructed by the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads to report back, with a favorable rec- 
ommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 1008) relating to the Cumberland 
road, in the State of Ohio, and to authorize the same to become a free 
road; and I ask that the report be printed and that the bill be made 
a special order for next Thursday after the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

The bill was read. It gives the consent of the United States to an 
act of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, passed April 6, A. 
DD. 1876, entitled “ An act to authorize the commissioners of the sev- 
eral counties in that State through which the national (Cumberland) 
road passes to take under their care and contro! so much of said road 
as lies within the limits of such counties respectively ;” and also to 
an act passed March 22, A. D. 1877, to amend section 3 of said last- 
named act, granting authority to said commissioners to make certain 
parts of said road a free road. 

In its second section, the bill grants the consent of the United States 
to the State of Ohio to authorize any portion of the Cumbertand road 
lying east of Springtield, Ohio, and in said State, to become, or to be 
declared, a free road. 

Mr. FINLEY. 1 hope the bill will be put upon its passage now. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I will be glad to have the bill put 
upon its passage at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has asked that the bill be made 
a special order for next Thursday, after the morning hour. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. i object. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. The bill is very simple in its character, 
and I think it may be passed at this time. 

Mr. CONGER. Should not that bill go to the Committee of the 
Whole? I think it is subject to the point of order. I ask that the 
report accompanying the bill be read. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The report will be read. 

The Clerk commenced to read the report from the committee accom- 
panying the bill. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York, (interrupting.) If the bill has 
been referred to a committee, why should time be consumed in read- 
ing the report. 


The SPEAKER. The bill has not been referred. The bill has been 
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read; and the gentleman from Michigan raised the point of ord 
upon it, and in the mean time asks that the report be read 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and that the report go wit} : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not yet decided whether it is - 
ject to the point of order. The report will be read and the point 7 
order will be reserved. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the 
follows: 


eT 


report, as 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. Townsenp, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roac 


is, submit: 
the following report: mitted 


(To accompany bill H. R. No. 1008.) 


The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, to whom was referred the };)) 
(H. R. No, 1008) relating to the Cumberland road, in the State of Ohio, and author. 
izing the same to become a free road, report as follows: = 

The bill under consideration (H. R. No. 1008) by its first section gives the conser 
of the United States to “An act to authorize the commissioners of the several} eo : 
ties of the State of Ohio through which the national (Cumberland) road passes “a 
take under their care and control so much of said road as lies within thy limits of 
such countics, aepeiete. “pues April 6, 1876 ; and also to an act passed M ach 
22, 1877, to amend section 3 of said last-named act, granting to said commissiv, arn 
the power to make a certain part of said road a free road. a 

The second and only other section grants to the State of Ohio the right general) 
to authorize any portion of the Cumberland road lying east of Springtield, Ubio, 4 
become or to be Ete a free road, = 

The amendatory act above referred to, of date of March 22, 1877,contains a pro 
vision authorizing the commissioners of a single county (Madison) in Ohio to dic 
pense with tolls on that part of the Cumberland road extending through it, and to 
cause the same to become a free road, “ provided the consent of Congress be ob. 
tained to such abandonment of tolls.” 

The act above mentioned of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, passed 
April 6, 1876, provided for the surrender of the control of the Cumberland road to 
the oopeeen of the commissioners of the several counties through which the same 
extended, 

Prior to April 6, 1876, all that part of the Cumberland road which had been fin 
ished in the State of Ohio, had been, under an act of Congress approved June 24 
1x34, placed under the management and control of the State of Ohio. 

The fourth section of the last-named act of Congress surrendered the finished part 
of the Cumberland road to the States, respectively, through which it passes, after 
the appropriation made by that act had been expended, and it also provided that 
the United States should not be subject to any expense for repairing the same 
(United States Statutes at Large, volume 4, page 6380.) 

The Cumberland road was laid out by the General Government west of Spring 
field, Ohio, to the State line, but it was never completed by it through that part of 
the State of Ohio, and in 1853 by an act of Congress was surrendered, absolutely 
and without condition, to the State of Ohio, and that State has long since yrantei! 
the right to private corporations to tinish and keep up parts of the same west of 
Springtield, and other parts of the same have been abandoned, or have become 
mere public roads under the general laws of Ohio. 

The bill under consideration in no possible way affects any private corporation 
or right, and by express terms only applies to that part ot the said road tinisled 
by the United States and laid out east of Springtield, Ohio. 

The United States has long since ceased to have any control over or interest in 
that part of the Cumberland road aflected by this act. 1ts maintenance and repair ts 
now of no more importance to the General Government than any other public roa 
of like character in the United States. 

It is of great importance to the people residing contiguous to that part of the 
road affected by the bill that the bill should become a law, and so that the road cau 
become, as other toll roads in Ohio are now fast becoming, free roads. 

The general policy in Ohio in relation toall pablic and improved roads is to make 
them free roads, maintained under general laws. 

The second section of the bill is so drawn as to render it unnecessary in future to 
apply to Congress for the consent of the United States to other and similar acts of 
the State of Ohio, which may be designed to give the right to the commission 
of any other or all of the counties in Obio through which the finished portico: 
the Cumberland road passes to.remove the toll-gates therefrom and make the same 
a free road, 

Your committee therefore respectfully report back the said bill and recommend 
its passage. 


Mr. CONGER. I withdraw the point of order. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I move the previous question on the 
engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 






PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported 
back, with a recommendation that the same be adopted by the House, 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish this House 

lans and specifications for the repairs of the post-oflice, revenue, and United 
States court buildings at Cleveland, Obio, with the estimated cost of the work 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI, AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. MONEY, from the same committee, reported a Dill (H.R. No. 
2902) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Mississipp!, 
at Memphis, Tennessee ; which was read a first and second time. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and empowers the Arkansas and 
Tennessee Bridge Company, a corporation organized and created 
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nnder and by virtue of the laws of the State of Arkansas, and the Ten- | ering the Military Academy appropriation bill; and pending that 
nessee Construction and Contracting Company, a corporation organ- | I move that general debate be limited to ten minutes. 

ized and created under qpd by virtue of the laws of Tennessee, jointly | Mr. BRAGG. I hope that motion will not prevail. It seems to 
to erect, construct, and maintain a bridge over the Mississippi River, | me that a bill making an appropriation of this kind should be con- 
from or near the city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, to or | sidered without a limitation as short as that which the gentleman 
near the town of Hopefield, in the State of Arkansas : provided that | desired. 

sail bridge is built with an unbroken or continuous span of not less The SPEAKER. A strict constrnetion of the rule requires that 
than five hundred feet in the clear from pier to pier over the main | tke bill should be first considered in the Committee of the Whole on 
channel of the river and is built in all other respects in accordance | the state of the Union before any limitation can be placed upon de- 
with the conditions and limitations of the act entitled “An act to | bate, but the practice of the House has been to allow such a motion 
establish certain post-roads,” approved July 14, 1862; that said | as this to be made. 

bridge, when completed in the manner herein specified and approved Mr. DURHAM. All I desire is to go along as rapidly as possible. 
by the Seeretary of War, shall be deemed and taken to be a legal The SPEAKER. When the House goes into Committee of the 
structure, and shall be a post-road for the transmission of the | Whole on the state of the Union the gentleman can move that the 
mails of the United States; but Congress reserves the right to | committee rise for the purpose of closing debate. 

withdraw the authority and power conferred by this section in 
case the free navigation of said river shall at any time be substan- , 
tially and materially obstructed by any bridge to be erected under | | Mr. CHALMERS, from the Committee of Accounts, reported the 
the authority given in this section, or to direct the necessary moditfi- following as a substitute for the resolution of the House of January 
cations of said bridge: provided further, that if said corporations | 29, 1578: 

shall at any time deem it necessary to construct a substitute for said Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Elections be authorized to employ an assistant 
bridge, between the same points, or in lieu thereof, said companies clerk for thirty days, at the same ¢ ompensation pet diem as is allowed the other 
may construct @ tubular bridge through the waters of said river or clerks, and the same to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House. 

a tunnel thereunder, so that the same does not in any wise interfere Mr. GARFIELD. I would be glad to hear what necessity there is 
with the navigation of said river ; and said tunnel or tubular bridge, | for the employment of this assistant clerk. I do not remember that 
when completed in the manner specified herein, shall be deemed and | the Committee of Elections has bad an assistant clerk heretofore. 
taken to be a legal structure, and shall be a post-road for the trans- Mr. CHALMERS. The chairman of the Committee of Elections 
mission of the mails of the United States ; but Congress reserves the | can state the reason better than I can. 

right to withdraw the authority and power hereby given, in case the Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The work before the Committee of 
free navigation of said river isat any time substantially cr materially | Electionsexceeds by a hundred per cent. what it has ever been before, 
obstructed by any tunnel or tubular bridge constructed under au- | and for the purpose of facilitating business subcommittees have been 
thority of this section, or to direct the necessary modifications and | appointed, but it is a physical impossibility for one clerk to perform 
alterations of the same: provided, that nothing in this act shall be | the entire duties. Formerly we had a messenger, but we have not one 
so construed as to repeal or modify any of the provisions of law | now, and under the circumstances we need au assistant clerk. 








CLERK TO COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS. 


which now exist in reference to thegprotection of the navigation of The question was taken on the resolution reported by Mr. CuaL- 
rivers or to exempt this bridge from the operations of the same. MERS; and it was agreed to. 
The second section provides that the said companies shal] also Mr. CHALMERS moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 


jointly have the right and power during and pending the construc- | lution was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
tion of said bridge, if desirable, to employ steamboats and suitable | laid on the table. 


water-craft in the transportation of materials, mechanics, and em- The latter motion was agreed to. 

ae abe necessary for the construction of said bridge between said HON. JOHN D. YOUNG. 

st Ss. : . ¥ ’ : 

I On motion of Mr. CHALMERS, the Committee of Accounts was 


The third section provides that this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 

Mr. CONGER. I would like to inquire at what place that bridge 
is to be constructed. 


discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 1024) 
for the benefit of Hon. John D. Young, of Bath County, Kentucky, 
and the same was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


The SPEAKER. At Memphis, Tennessee. ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. CONGER. From what committee is the bill reported ? Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 

The SPEAKER. From the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- | the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. 
Roads. No. 2479) for the removal of obstructions from the Mississippi, Mis- 


Mr. CONGER. This bill authorizes the construction or a bridge at | souri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preservation of the 
a point lower down than has ever been authorized by Congress be- public property ; when the Speaker signed the same. 
fore. I ask that the bill be aguin read. : st aac alain ia 

The bill was again read. HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION. 

Mr. CONGER. I make the point of order that that is a private bill. The SPEAKER, by unanimons consent, laid before the House a 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is not well taken. Committees letter from the Secretary of the Interior, recommending the extension 
are allowed to report private bills on public bill-days, but not public | Of the duration of office of the commissioners appointed in charge 


bills on private-bill days. The Chair directs Rule 51 to be read, of the Hot Springs reservation. . 
The Clerk read Rule 51, as follows: The SPEAKER. ‘The bill will be referred to the Committee on 


the Judiciary. 
51. As soon as the journal is read, and the unfinished business in which the . TTR “he : trinated i . » wi "6 
House was engaged at the last preceding adjournment has been disposed of, re- Mr. POTTER. That bill, originate d in the House with the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


ports from committees shall be called for and disposed of; in doing which the S50) , _ . . 
Speaker shall call upon each standing committee in regular order, and then upon Mr. SAYLER. My impression is the bill came from the Committee 
select comeeeaee and if the Speaker shall rot get through the call upon the com- | on Public Lands. 

ttees p a asse. ~ sine » € » ne mg * . rr. 7 * ‘ s TT 
mittees before the House passes to other business, he shall resume the next call The SPEAKER. The recollection of the Chair was at fault. The 


where he left off, giving preference to the report last under consideration: Pro- : ; ‘ : : 
vided, That whenever any committee shall have occupied the morning hour on two Chair will cause the communication to be read and the House will 
days, it shall not be in order for such committee to report further until the other | then make such reference as it desires. 


committees shall have been called in their turn. The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. CONGER. I believe the morning hour has expired. DEPARTMENT OF THE IN epee, Ort ace OF THE SECRETARY, 
The SPEAKER. Not quite ashington, D. January 30, 1878. 
e Sir: The second section of the act approved March 3, 1877, (19 Statutes, 377,) 


oT ACAN : : ; 

. Mr. REAGAN. I desire to submit an amendment. There 1s noth- ‘in relation to the Hot Springs reservation in the State of Arkansas.”’ authorizes 

Ing stated in the bill with reference to the tolls to be paid. I desire | the President of the United States to appoint three persons as a board of commis- 

to inquire whether the law to which reference is made prescribes any | sioners. . : 923 

rate of toll; or does the bill leave unlimited power to the corpora- | ,, The sixteenth section of said act declares that said commassioners shall hold 
: s I their offices for the period of one year from the date of appointment. They were 


tion to charge such tolls as they desire to charge? appointed on the 30th of March last. 
Mr. MONEY. There is nothing in the bill about that at all. The amount of labor to be performed by the commissioners renders it simply 
impossible that their work should be completed within one year. To suspend it 


Mr. REAGAN, I wish to say only that this is a very serious mat- | i er a a on, ae a tae weg 
ter to ar iz g ‘ , * in its unfipished state would be greatly to be deprecated. lave therefore the 
ower o ——— = construction and especially of = bridge with honor to recommend that Congress extend the time one year longer, though I am 
pe o charge unlimited tolls, but I trust the attention of the com- | pot at all sure that the utmost diligence can finish the work in that time. 
mittee will be called to that subject. The necessity of early action in this matter, in order to prevent a suspension of 
Mr. CONGER. This bill lacks so many of the safeguards and pro- | the labors of the commission, is evident. 


visions in reference to the bridging of the Mississippi River that I Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ©. GUNURE. Senetere. 


think it requires more consideration than we can give it now. I be-| Hon. S.J. RANpALt, 
— ne hour has expired. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
16 § c i ire i > Even : : 
over. AKER. The morning hour has expired, and the bill goes Mr. POTTER. I move that the communication be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DURHAM. I movethat the Honse resolve itself into Commit- A. L. H. CRENSHAW. 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of consid- The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
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ry of War, transmitting certain papers relating to the claim of A. 
L. H. Crenshaw, of Missouri; which was referred to the Committee 
on War Claims, 

CHAMP CARTER, 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting information in regard to the claim of 
Champ Carter; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


ESAU PICKRELL AND HEIRS OF WILLIAM H. EDES. 


Mr. POTTER, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (11. R. No. 
2003) for the relief of Esau Pickrell and heirs of William H. Edes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

NEZ PERCE INDIANS. 


Mr. FENN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
24) to provide for ascertaining and reporting the expense incurred 
by the Territory of Idaho and the people thereof in defending them- 
selves from the attacks and hostilities of the Nez Pereé Indians in 
the year 1577, and for other purpeses ; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR 1873. 

Mr. BLOUNT. lam directed by the Committee on Appropriations 
to ask an order from the House to have printed the manuscript re- 
port of receipts and expenditures for 1573. Those reports have been 
printed for every year except that one. 

There was no objec tion, and it was so ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPsoN, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had passed without amendment 
a joint resolution of the House of the following title: 

Joint resolution (HL. R. No. 85) extending the thanks of Congress 
to Henry M. Stanley. 

The message also annonnced that the Senate had passed and re 
quested the concurrence of the House in bills of the following titles: 

A bill (S. No. 196) to detine the rights of persons with respect to 
homestead entries on the public lands; 

A bill (S. No. 217) for the relief of John 1. Shaw ; 

A bill (S. No. 364) for the relief of Peasley & McClary, of Nashua, 
New Hampshire; aud - 

A bill (S. No. 414) making appropriation for the erection of suitable 
posts for the protection of the Rio Grande frontier. : 


LEWIS REHR. 


Mr. KILLINGER, by*unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 2005) for the relief of Lewis Rear; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed, 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The motion of Mr. DURHAM was then agreed to. 

The louse accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. BLACKBURN in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
and will take up for consideration the bill (1. R. No. 2507) making 
appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1°79, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DURHAM. 1 ask that the first and formal reading of the bill 
be dispensed with. 

The CHAIRMAN, That requires unanimous consent. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. DURHAM. I will oceupy but a very few moments in explain- 
ing this bill. It isin the usual and general form, with the excep- 
tion of one or two matters at the end, which I will explain in a mo- 
ment or two. The estimates as sent to the Committee on Appropri- 


ations called for $530,415.76, The amount appropriated last year for | 


the support of the Military Academy was $256,604. The amount re- 
ported in this bill is $272,155, being a reduction of $14,449 from the 
amount appropriated last year. I believe that, so far as the commit- 
tee have been able to ascertain, the amount appropriated last year 
was satisfactory to the managers of that institution, with the excep- 
tion of some additional appropriations which they ask to be made 
for the water supply and for other purposes. 

If gentlemen will examine the second page of this bill they will 


find there that only $150,000 is appropriated for the pay of the cadets, | 


three hundred and ten in number. I will say that the bill does not 
propose to decrease the amount now allowed by law to each cadet, 
that is $540. It isa remarkable fact, however, and I state it to the 
committee, that not quite one-half of those who enter the Military 
Academy pass through all the examinations and graduate. If any 
member desires the exact figures on that subject, if he will turn to 
the last report made by the Board of Visitors to that institution, he 
will find that up to 1°76 the percentage of those who graduated was 
52, while for 1°76 there was perhaps OL per cent. 

rhe result of that is that, instead of having at the institution all 
the time three hundred and ten students, there are very frequently 
uot more than three-fourths of that number there. Hence the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations have come to the conclusion that the gross 
sum appropriated by this bill for this purpose, to wit, $150,000, is 
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| ample to support the cadets through all the time they are there, ¢} 
| is, four years. If one cadet is there all the time he will draw S54u ; 
year; if only half the time, he will draw hglf that amount. “| ..° 
authorized by General Schofield to say that in his opinion 


t 


. I ala 

of $150,000 will be ample for the support of the cadets. That will 

make a reduction of some $17,000 from the amount appropriated Jaa: 
year for that purpose. - 

Mr. CONGER. Does the gentleman make allowance for those wo 
are reappointed? As soon as a vacancy arises there is a reappoint 
nent. 

Mr. DURHAM. But some time intervenes from the occurrence o¢ 
the vacancy to the reappointment, from the time one cadet goes oy: 
and another comes in. We therefore believe that $150,000 wil] |, 
ample for this purpose. I will say that of the appropriation os 
$167,000 made last year for this purpose nearly $11,000 was covered 
back into the Treasury. As I have already remarked, Geney,| 
Schofield believes that $150,000 will be ample to support the cadets 
during the next fiscal year. 

There were several other items of appropriation asked for by the 
officers of the institution, one of which was for drainage. The Board 
of Visitors that examined that institution report that the drainage js 
very imperfect, and that an appropriation of $13,000 should be mace 
for that purpose. The Committee on Appropriations believe that 
$5,000 is sufficient to supply drainage for the institution, and I |p. 
lieve that General Schofield is reasonably well satisfied with tha; 
sum. One-half of the drainage has already been completed, $0, 

| having already been appropriated for that purpose. 1 believe it js 

ja fact, too, that the Academy is in a very healthy location, thong) 
they do need, however, some additional drainage ; and cousequent|, 
the Committee on Appropriations recommend that $5,000 be appro- 

| priated to continue the system of drainage at that institution. 

A hospital has been commenced there upon a very magnificent 
scale. We think that is not necessary. I do not know really the 
amount that has been expended in merely putting up the walls for 
that hospital. . 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. About $70,000. 

Mr. DURHAM. I am told that about $70,000 has been appro- 
priated for that purpose. No appropriation has been made for thie 
purpose within the last two years. While admitting that it is desir- 
able to finish a portion of the hospital, yet I ask the Committee on 
Appropriations to bear with me while I mako one statement. This 
is the first general appropriation bill reported from the Committe: 
on Appropriations. Those of you who have examined the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury have found that he charges us that we 
must be economical in our appropriations or we cannot run the Gov- 
ernment upon the revenues now coming in from various sources. 
The Secretary estimates that if the revenue for the coming year is 
not more than it was for the last year there will be a deficit of some 
$11,000,000. It is not improper for me to say that the Secretary of 
the Treasury came in person before the Committee on Appropriations 
and charged us that we ought to be economical in these matters. 
Henee, starting out with this, the first general appropriation bill of 
the series of appropriation bills, we have been guided by the reéon- 
mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, and are trying to bring 
the appropriations for the coming year within the revenues that will 
be received. Consequently in this appropriation bill we decline to 
go beyond what is necessary, or to make appropriations for a largo 
hospital building when they can do reasouably well with a smaller 
appropriation. 

Mr. CONGER. The question I wish to ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky is whether in his opinion the Committee on Appropria- 
tions would have made more extravagant appropriations if the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury had not reported to them the fact of this 
deficit of $11,000,000 ? 
| Mr. DURHAM. Certainly we would not have done so. The gen- 
| tleman from Michigan cut me off before I had finished my statement! 
in reference to the hospital at West Point. I wish him to understand 
| distinetly that the Committee on Appropriations in this bill have 
| cut down all appropriations to what they believed to be absolutely 
| requisite and necessary to carry on efliciently the operations of this 

institution. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I might state in this connection that there 
has been a great deal of extravagance in nearly all the appropriation 
bills which this House must cut off and which the country demands 

| shall be cut off. : 

In regard to this hospital the committee believed that perhaps 
the walls were being injured and that they ought to be protecicd. 
We therefore have made an appropriation in this bill of $300 for the 
| purpose of a temporary roof to this building so that it may be pre- 
served. No doubt the building will some time have to be finished if 
this institution is kept up, but for the present the majority of tie 
committee came to the conclusion to recommend that we should do 
nothing more than preserve the walls and save the building from 
injury and decay, and therefore, as I have already stated, we have 
recommended the appropriation of $800 for the purpose of a tempo- 
rary roof, 
| T believe, sir, I have nothing farther to say in the way of general 

explanation of the provisions of this bill. I might add, however, 
that according to the statement of the general who has this insti(u- 
| tion in charge an additional supply of water is very desirable there. 
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«recommended by him that we should expend §50,000 for the 


It ee of securing that additional water supply. It is true, I be- 
ee that in very extraordinarily dry times they may have to haul 
“verle water to supply the institution, but keeping in view the fact 
t] while this thing may oecur rarely, nevertheless nearly all the 
while they have an ample supply of water there, that while it might 
1. desirable to extend the water-mains four miles, as suggested by 
sha superintendent, to cost, according to the estimate, $50,000, we 


ot believe it was a matter of absolute necessity to increase the 

resent supply of water, and therefore have not recommended any 
uch appropriation. es 
Mr. CONGER. Perhaps the gentleman will inform the committee 
sether the Committee on Appropriations have in this bill made an 
appropriation for the cartage of water which may be demanded to 
srovide the necessary supply for the instituiion. 

Mr. DURHAM. We have made ample appropriation, all the insti- 
tution will need under the present circumstances. 
Mr. BLOUNT. If the Chairman will allow me—— 
Mr. REAGAN. I hope the gentleman from Kentucky will yield to 


( 
& 


wl 


othe CHAIRMAN. To whom does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. DURHAM. I yield to my colleague on the committee, the 
eontleman from Georgia. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Let me suggest to my colleague on the committee 
in this connection that the Committee on Appropriations at the last 
Congress were informed there never had been any trouble about the 
supply of water until the previous year during the whole history of 
this institution. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Illinois. Let me ask the question whether 
the professors of this institution are Army officers? 

Mr. DURHAM. Army officers are detailed under the law for this 
duty, but we will come down to that portion of the bill after a while. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are two new propositions in the bill. 
In the first place it was a of the majority of the committee, 
and I believe it is the general sense of the country outside of Army 
circles, that there are too many officers now in the Army. This in- 
stitution is for the purpose of educating young men for oflicers of 
the Army—to prepare for war by educating young men to fill the 
positions of Army officers. That unquestionably ismght. Now there 
are civilians who very frequently, through favoritism, and I do not 
pretend to say worth és entirely ignored—bnt there are civilians who 
are very frequently through favoritism promoted to the positions of 
Army officers when the cadets of the institution are left out and have 
no employment. 

Mr. McCOOK. Will the gentleman from Kentucky allow me to 
ask him upon whaf basis that opinion of favoritism in the appoint- 
ment of civilians is formed by the committee ? 

Mr. DURHAM. I simply heard it stated that civilians have been 
promoted to Army positions. 

Mr. McCOOK. But are not they regularly appointed, and do not 
they have to undergo a severe examination toshow their competency ? 

Mr. DURHAM. Does the gentleman from New York suppose there 
is no favoritism in this world ? 

Mr. McCOOK. That is too general a question to need an answer. 

Mr. DURHAM. But wait until I finish my statement. 

Mr. McCOOK, I have asked a pertinent question and if the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky cannot answer it, very well. 

Mr. DURHAM. It was believed that civilians should not be put 
into the Army so as to increase its expense; that, when we had an in- 
stitution to cducate young men for the purpose of becoming Army 
oflicers, it was a serious question with the committee whether or not 
civilians should be appointed, except on extraordinary occasions and 
because of extraordinary events, to the exclusion of cadets. I applied 
to the Secretary of War to know how it ought tobe. I sought in- 
formation of the Adjutant-General of the Army, and the second clause 
in this bill was at my suggestion drawn up by the Adjutant himself, 
General E. D. Townsend. It was from him I gathered the fact that 
civilians have been put into the Army, who were not as competent as 
cadets to discharge the duties of Army positions. 

Mr. McCOOK. I do not dispute the statement that they are per- 
haps not 9s competent as those who have graduated ; but I simply ask 
thg gentleman whether those who are appointed from civil life are 
not subjected to a severe examination by a board of officers. 

Mr. DI RHAM. Unquestionably. The committee will see, if this 
second section is adopted, so long as there are graduates from that 
stitution and so long as there are cadets ready to graduate, they 
must be appointed to these places rather than civilians. ; 

Now, I want to say, and I believe I speak for the committee, that 
they have no hostility to civilians coming into the Army. But we 
must look at the circumstances of the case. We are training young 
men to be warricrs or to know how to conduct battles in any war in 
whic h we may be engaged; and we presume that those educated in 
the Military Academy know their business and must know it better 
than civilians do. And we make this provision that as long as cadets 

enough graduate they shall be appointed to the place of second lieu- 
tenant rather than civilians. 

I wish now to say something about the third section of the bill. I 
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believe it is admitted that there are too many officers in the army, | 


and if we can cut down the nu 
have made 


( mber of officers, why then we shall | tion of the bill, and then in 
one step in the line of economy. And consequently 1 am ! tleman whether there is any constitutional provision with reference 
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indebted to my friend from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. CLYMER, ] on the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and who was upon the subcommittee which 
prepared this bill with myself, for this third section. 1 will read it 
before commenting upon it fora moment. It is as follows: 

Sec. 3. That hereafter, when under existing law a cadet 
to represent a congressional district at the United States Military Academy at 
West Point, and such appointee has been matriculated therein, no other appoint 
ment for such district or at large shall bo made during the term for whieh 
cadet was appointed if a vacancy should occur therein for any cause other 
death or physical disability. 

Now I refer the Committee of the Whole, and each member of it, 
to the statement made by the Board of Visitors to the Military Acad- 
emy last June. As 1 remarked awhile ago, you will find in their 
report that up to the year 1876 only 52 per cent. of the persons 
appointed cadets had graduated. In that year 61 per cent. of them 
graduated. Now why has thisoccurred? There was a responsibility 
placed upon me and upon every other member in the selection of 
cadets. I will state what have been the resuits of my own observa- 
tion and experience upon that subject. 1 had my favorite. I did 
not select anybody, however, whom I did not suppose to be compe- 
tent; but until I adopted the system of competitive examination I 
never got a boy tostay in that institution. When 1 did that, when I 
had the candidate subjected to a rigorous examination by compe 
tent professors in the different colleges of my section of the coun 
try, I did get a boy who seems to be progressing very well. 

The idea of the committee is to make the members of Congress 
more careful as to the character of the young men they send there 
not only in point of intellect, but in point of morals also. And this 
section provides that if any boy from any cause other than physical 
disability fails to continue at the Military Academy his place shail 
not be supplied during the term for which he was appointed. ‘The 
second object, Mr. Chairman, is by this means to cut off the caus 
Unless we get the very highest order of talent to go there to fill 
these places, if only 30 or 40 and even up to 50 per cent. of those 
who are sent there graduate, the result will be that there will not be 
so many graduates as you require; for, mark you, every cadet in 
that institution is a member of the Army according to law. There 
will not be so many ofticers to be supported, and consequently there 
will be a reduction of the force. 





is appointed at large or 





} 
such 


than 


Mr. HANNA. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question ? 
Mr. DURHAM. I will hear the gentleman. 
Mr. HANNA. Would not the provision of this section be inequi 


table? I understand the theory is that the various congressional 
districts as well as States shall have a fair and equal representation 
in the Military Academy. Now,if you put in a provision that on 
account of the misconduct of any cadet the district from which he 
comes shall be cut off from representation until the expiration of the 
term, is not that inequitable for the reason that duiing the samo 
period that district is called upon to contribute its quota of taxation? 
Certainly the people of the district are not responsible. 

Mr. DURHAM. The gentleman can discuss that under the five- 
minutes rule. 1 donot regard that as inequitable. You have had your 
chance to have your young man put in and he has been putin. Heo 
has matriculated and has passed the first examination. If ue be- 
comes physically incompetent by reason of sickness or otherwise, you 
do not lose your representation from your district. But if be turn out 
to be a drunkard, neglects his duty, or declines to study, does wrong 
and drops out, it is his fault and is the fault of the district, not of 
anybody else. 

Mr. HANNA here addressed a remark to Mr. DurtmAM which was 
inaudible from the knocking of the Chairman’s hammer. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not permit the gentleman from 
Kentucky to be interrupted without his consent. 

Mr. CONGER. I call time on the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not understand that debate is 
limited. The Chair understands that Rule 57 must be observed, and 
that when a member rises to speak he must not address the membei 
in possession of the floor, but must address the Chair and be recog- 
nized before he is permitted to speak. 

Mr. CONGER. Was not the time limited for general debate? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was not. 

Mr. CONGER. 1 understood it was. 

Mr. CALKINS. Willthe gentleman from Kentucky allow me—— 

Mr. DURHAM. I decline until I have finished my statement. 

Mr. CALKINS. I want to eall the attention of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. DurnHAM } to a section of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Mr. DURHAM. I will yield to the gentleman for that purpose in 
a moment; but I prefer to conclude my statement now. There are 
two provisions incorporated in the bill and you will see the object of 
it. lam instructed to say that General Schotield desired the amend 
ment put in and approved of it; that the Secretary of War approves 
of it, so that the committee do not originate a measure distasteful 
either to the commandant of that institution or to the Secretary of 
War. They both authorized me to state upon this floor that both 
these provisions are wholesome in their character and ought to be 
adopted. Iam now ready to answer the gentleman from Indiana, 
{ Mr. CALKINS. } 

Mr. CALKINS. I want to refer the gentleman to the second sec- 
that ex tion I desire to ask the gen- 
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to the appointment of officers than that contained in section 2 of 


JANUARY 3), 





— 


For pay of three instrnctors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry tact 


Shy: 7 ‘ . io oe . ee tics, in addi. 
article 2 of the Constitation of the United States, which I will read | 0” te pay as first lientenants, $1,500. : 


with the gentleman’s permission : 


He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make 
treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nomi 
nate, aud, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint embas- 
sadors, other public ministers and consuls, jadges of the Supreme Court, and all 
other officers of the United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise 
sey ided for, and which shall be established by law; but the Congress may by 
aw vest the appointmentof such inferior officers as they think proper in the Presi- 
dent alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of Departments. 





Now I want to ask the gentleman this question 
Mr. DURHAM. What page is that on? 
Mr. CALKINS. On page 16. Now 1 want to ask the gentleman 


from Kentucky whether the appointing power of all officers is not | 


vested in the President, or whether this section of the bill is not in 
conflict with the Constitution of the United States that I have just 
read, because it authorizes the President to appoint except in certain 
classes. 

Mr. DURHAM. The President is, of course, restricted by this law; 
but in the absence of the law then he would not be restricted. 

Mr. CALKINS. If it is competent to restrict him in the case of 
these cadets, then you might as well restrict him to any class of 
officers. 

Mr. DURHAM. 
ters, is he not? 

Mr. CALKINS. 


He is restricted in the appointment of postmas- 


I asked the gentleman a question. 
Mr. DURHAM. And I answered the gentleman by asking another. | 
Mr. CALKINS. I say that it is unconstitutional to deprive the 

President of the right of appointment. 

Mr. DURHAM. That is a difference of opinion between the gen- 
tleman and myself. 
Mr. CALKINS. Well, I ask the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 





DvuruaM] who is right in this matter ? 

Mr. DURHAM. I think that I am right and the gentleman is 
wrong, if you leave it to me to decide. 

Mr. CALKINS. 
man. 


Mr. DURHAM. 


That is the answer I expected from the gentle- | 


I believe, Mr. Chairman, that I have made all the | 
statement necessary in regard to this bill. 

Mr. FINLEY. I wish to ask the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
DURHAM] a question. I desire to inquire of the gentleman what is 
the difference between the appropriation and the estimate of the pay 
of cadets? 

Mr. DURHAM. I stated that at the beginning of my remarks. 


The estimate was $167,400, and the amount appropriated by this bill 
$150,000 


Mr. FINLEY. 
Mr. DURHAM. 
Mr. FINLEY. 


j 
j 
| 
| 
| 
Then the difference is about $22,000. | 

Oh, no; it is $17,400. | 
I desire to call the gentleman’s attention to this | 
single item, and I rise tomakean inquiry. 1 notice that the estimate | 
for the pay of cadets is $150,000, 

Mr. DURHAM. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FINLEY. I would inquire of the gentleman why that change 
is made, and whether the estimate for the pay of cadets is too 
much? 

Mr. DURHAM. I will explain it again. I stated heretofore that 
an appropriation of $167,000 would give $540 to each cadet. 

Mr. FINLEY. What was it before? 

Mr. DURHAM. The reduction is made on the idea that they are 
all the time going away from the institution and new ones are coming | 
in to take their places. There is no necessity for any larger appro- 
priation. The superintendent reports that last year there was a sur- | 
plus of $11,000, and that he believes that an appropriation of $167,000 | 
is ample, and will give every cadet who stays in the institution $540 | 
a year. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to make a suggestion. I have no speech to 
make, but in looking over this bill I find some things to which I must | 
object. | 

Mr. CONGER. Before this discussion can be had on the bill I wish | 
to reserve the points of order ; I wish to reserve points of order when 
the bill is read for amendments. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that all points of order 
are reserved. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to make points of order on the second and 
third sections of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
tions for amendment. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to call the attention of the committee to 
two features in the bill in lines 8, 9, and 10, which are as follows: 


,* 


That cau be done when the Dill is read by sec- | 


For pay of three professors, at $3,500 per annum each, $10,500. 


IT also call attention to the provisions of the bill further on, as 
follows: 


For pay of six professors, at $3,000 per annum each, $18,000. 
For additional pay of professors for length of service, 87,000 


For pay of one instructor of practical military engineering, in addition to pay as | 
first lieutenant, $906 


For pay of one instractor of ordnance and science of gunnery, in addition to 
pay as first heutenant, §900. 


‘or pay of eight assistant professors, in addition to pay as first lieutenants, | 
$4,000 


| Point, and auch appointee has been matriculated therein, no other appointm 
T | Py 


| made that there are a great many more officers now in service than 


For pay of four assistent instructors of tactics, commanding 
tion to pay as second lieutenants, $2,400 

For pay of adjutant, in addition to pay as first lieutenant, $300. 

For pay of one master of the sword, $1,500. 

When the bill comes up for consideration by sections I 
to strike out these several paragraphs. I shall do so for this reas, 
these officers are furnished their quarters; they are furnished ¢} 
rations ; they are furnished their stationery; they are at no expense: 
they are paid a compensation higher than that which is paid gener. 
ally in similar institutions of as high a grade throughout the count. 
Their service is not harder than the services of officers in the fie\) 
who have to endure the march, lie in tents at night, and encony. 
ter all the hardships of the open field. I have not been able to undey 
stand why it is that gentlemen who have positionsof ease and comfors 
and are supplied with every convenience of civil life and such as the 
demands of the easiest service require should be paid this addition») 
amount above the ordinary pay of other officers of the same rank. 

The gentleman who reports this bill [Mr. DurHAM] has shown jn 
his report the commendable effort of the committee to reduce expend- 
itures. He stated to us that the committee have been warned \y 
the Secretary of the Treasury to reduce expenditures to the lowect 
standard. One of the ways of reducing expenditures is not to pay 
unreasonable salaries, salaries not demanded by the necessities of tho 
case, not to do that which of itself is inequitable and unjust to other 
ofiicers of similar rank who have harder service to perform and who 
do harder work. That is all I have to say upon that point until tha; 
portion of the bill is reached for amendment. 

I have an observation or two to make in relation to the third sect 
of the bill, which provides— 


companies, in ad 


shall Move 


ieir 


100 


That hereafter, when under existing law a cadet is appointed at large or to 
represent a congressional district at the United States Military Academy at West 





a. 
such district or at large shall be made during the term for which such card 


| appomted ifa vacancy should occur therein for any cause other than death t 
| physical disability. 


I concur very fully with the gentleman who reports this bil! from 
the Committee on Appropriations in the suggestion which he | 


Dds 


is required. I will act with him in any direction that will reduce 


| the number of supernumerary officers in the Army. The Govern- 


ment has for its object not merely the paying of men for their own 
comfort and convenience; but so far as the country is concerned its 
object is to provide for the public defense at the public expense, anid 
not to make an eleemosynary institution of any branch of the Gov- 
ernment. I wish, therefore, to make another suggestion as to the 
mode of reducing the number of cadets than the one contained in this 
bill. 

The remark made by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CaLkins} 
was one which I had intended to make, and having been made by 
him it perhaps is not necessary that I should repeat it. It is this; 
that these cadets are appointed and distributed through the country 
by congressional districts, except the ten appointees at large by the 
President for very good reasons. If a cadet should be appointed, 
and from misconduct on his part should forfeit his right to remain a 
member of the Military Academy, that ought not to be visited npon 
the people of his district asa penalty. It is inequitable and unjust to 
say that a whole congressional district, and of the young men in that 
district who might aspire to that position, should be punished by ex- 
clusion for his fault. It seems to me that a fairer and better mode 
of reducing the number of cadets can be provided. 

When that portion of the bill is reached I shall propose—and | 
refer to it now for the purpose of ipviting attention so that if the 
amendment I propose in this hurried manner be imperfect others who 
agree with me may submit a more perfect amendment—I shall ofler 
as a substitute for the third section a provision that hereafter as va- 
cancies occur in the cadetships in the Military Academy at West Point 
each alternate vacancy shall remain unfilled for the remainder of the 
academic term. In that way there will be in the future but one-half 
of the number of cadets, either at large or from congressional dis- 
tricts, appointed to the academy to fill vacancies. I shall also pro- 
pose that the several cadetships shall be arranged in classes b and 


|2asthe vacancies occur; vacancies in class No. 1 to be first filled, 


and then in their order vacancies in class No. 2 to be filled by ap- 


| pointment, such ———— to continue to be made in that order. 


We perhaps now have three hundred cadets in the academy. We 
have but a small number in time of peace, and we have a much 
greater number of officers than is necessary to officer that Army. This 
matter has grown ap from accidental causes. The continuance ol 
these officers in command has doubtless sprung from a generous aul 
kindly motive. When our large Army was disbanded there were 
many gallant and faithful officers that it seemed hard to dischaige 
from the service. More than were required by the public necessiites 
were retained in service on account of their gallantry and the distin- 
guished services they had rendered in behalt of their country. li, 
however, that is a reason for retaining in military service more than 
is required by the Army for the public defense alone, then there are 
thousands of others as brave, in many cases as skillful officers, who 
might claim to be retained upon the muster-rolls because of their 


| gallantry and the distingnishea services they have rendered their 
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‘antry. It does not seem to me, therefore, to be a just ground for 
- osing an unnecessary burden of taxation upon the country, when 
cary interest of the country is suffering. ; . 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to ask the gentleman if he will accomplish 
) 


st Point ? 
° Mr EAGAN. I will answer the gentleman from Georgia by call- 
o» his attention to the second section of the bill as now pending, 

Pieh seems to me to cover the difficulty to which he refers, and will 

t be interfered with by the substitute I offer. It is there provided 
+» that second section that appointments of civilians to be second 
hontenants in any of the regiments of the Army shall only be made 
when more vacancies exist in the Army than will be required in the 
esignment of the next graduating class of cadets at the United States 
M itary Academy. ; : 

I might supplement that by stating that if the number of gradu- 
ating cadets should not furnish officers enough for our Army then it 
would be competent to appoint civilians to those positions, and it 
would not only be competent but it would be right and necessary 
yoasibly to do so. 

Mr. BLOUNT. This second section in the bill only refers to the 
next graduating class of cadets. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is not to be presnmed if we have one hundred 


more than one hundred and fifty officers annually to fill vacancies in 
the Army. 

Mr. BLOUNT. But I will remind the gentleman that this provis- 
jon only applies to the next graduating class. 

Mr. CALKINS. I wish to ask the gentleman from Texas this ques- 
tion, whether he objects to those officers who may be worn out, scarred, 
torn, wounded for Jife, remaining on the Army roll because as he 
alleges the Army is not an eleemosynary institution ? 

Mr. REAGAN. 
numerary officers upon the roll disqualified by wounds or because of 


their physical condition from serving, who are placed in a situation | 


where it becomes the proper duty of the Government to take care of 
them, I would place them upon the retired list at sufficient compensa- 
tion, but I would not incumber the active roll of the Army with a 
large class of supernumerary officers whether they are qualified or 
disqualified for duty. I think we onght to have an active and effi- 
cient Army, but one only sufficient, economically administered, for our 
purpose, and not put upon the rolls those unnecessary to the public 
service. 

Mr. CALKINS. Then I have misunderstood the gentleman from 
Texas. He did not put it upon the economical basis at first, as I 
understood him that these men ought to be mustered out from eco- 
nomical considerations. 

Mr. REAGAN. I say the number should be reduced to what is 
required for the proper discharge of the duties. 

Mr. CALKINS. As the gentleman now states it he only wishes offi- 
cers kept upon the Army roll sufficient in number for an economical 
discharge of the duties. 

Mr. REAGAN. Inall governments after great wars, where officers 
and soldiers have been wounded, provision is made for their future 
care and support. It has been done by oar Government, and I have 
no objection to that course being pursued toward these officers. I 
am only objecting that the Army organization now is not proper be- 
cause of the large number of supernumerary officers. 


Mr. DURHAM. I yield for ten minutes to the gentleman from 
Wisconsin. 


Mr. BRAGG. 
gone over by the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] addresses 
itself favorably to my consideration. I intended and had prepared 


narpose by cutting down the number of cadets to be educated at | 





In answer to that I will say if there are super- | 





Mr. Chairman, a portion of the ground which was 


an amendment to this bill to reach in a measure the excesses of which | 


he complains in this bill now under consideration. 
surprised, however, to hear the Committee on Appropriations prove 
they were economical by showing what had been asked of them and 
how much they had been able to cut down, instead of showing clearly 
that what they had made appropriation for was actually necessary ; 
that the amount appropriated was a sum proper to be paid for the 
discharge of the duties to be performed. If I may be permitted here 
tosay it, their rnle of economy was something like the old Irish 
woman who applied at the store to buy a pair of stockings that cost 
only eighteen pence; but the keeper of the store, knowing she would 
chatf on the price, asked a dollar, when she bid half a dollar and he 
let her have them, and she went off crowing she had cut him down. 
Th it is about the measure of economy, it seems to me, on which the 
Committee on Appropriations have framed this bill. We have heard 
the m explain why it is they do not furnish a hospital for cadets, why 
itis they have been niggardly in appropriating to supply them with 
Water, why a proper appropriation, as requested by the Superintend- 
ent of the Point, has not been made to improve the barracks so as to 


inerease the comfort of the institution ; but they have not explained | 


Why it was their economical tendencies have been confined to those 
matters which go exclusively to the benefit of the cadet himself ; 
that is to say, economy, as nsual, commences by stopping up the little 


— —— the big ones are passed over without paying any atten- 
lon to them, . 


I was a little | 


priations of several appropriations here which to my mind not only 
seem wholly improper but upon which the committee, notwithstand- 
ing there may have been heretofore a precedent to warrant them, 
should at once have laid their hands and have established the rule 
that if there be such a precedent it is more honored in the breach 
than in the observance. On page 2, line 13, I find this item : 

For additional pay of professors, for length of service, $7,000 

What does that mean? Some gentleman who has staid there 
holding Army rank until he has grown gray, who has been so thrifty 
that while employed in teaching cadets at West Point he has pub- 
lished a series of mathematical works and got the Government to 


| adopt his system of mathematics and has sent his books broadcast 


through the world to be sold, and from which a large revenue shall 
be derived to him. Is it meant that the length of service of such 
men shall entitle them to additicual pay of $7,000? If the professor be 
competent, as I have no doubt he is, to discharge the duties of his posi- 
tion, why not come ont boldly and state that his services are worth 
so much per annum, so that we may see bow his salary compares with 
the salaries of other gentlemen who are engaged in the like business 
who are equally scientific and have reputations equally world-wide 
with those who are teaching at West Point? Why should we give 
them a salary of so much a year and then under cover of giving addi- 


im ! | tional pay for length of service add so many thousand dollars more? 
and fifty cadets turned out from the Military Academy we will need | 


I see the gentleman of the Committee on Appropriations is turning 
to the statute, perhaps to prove that at some former time some Con- 
gress might have done worse yet. But if we are attempting to make 
corrections let us do what is right in the premises irrespective of 
what precedents may bave been established. 

Now let us look at the next class: 

For pay of one instructor of practical military engineering, in addition to pay aa 
first lieutenant, $900. 

Will the gentleman tell us what the pay of a first lieutenant of 
engineers is, including commutation of subsistence and quarters? I 
do not know and I do not know of anybody else that does know, 
unless you find the man himself or go to the pay department and 
find upon what grade his subsistence and quarters are commuted. 
Why should a lieutenant of engineers stationed at West Point, draw- 
ing full pay as lieutenant and commutation of rations and quarters, 
doing a little service in the way of teaching and dancing, a german at 
the hote!, and during the holiday season going to Saratoga or some 
other watering-place, drawing more pay than the first lieutenant 
who has been engaged in warfare with the hostile Sioux? Have we 
such an affection for the institution at West Point that we must pay 


| more to this instructor for teaching than we pay to the soldier who 


goes with his musket and fights the battles of his country? 

I would ask the gentleman who has reported this bill, still farther 
on the subject of the pay of the different professors, if it be not a fact 
that these professors who receive $3,000 a year, and to whom this 
bill proposes to give $7,000 for additional services, have not elegant 


| homes built for them by the Government, in which they live and 


take their ease and comfort without any expense whatever to them- 
selves except for their own subsistence. 

At line 17 ara these items : 

For pay of one instructor of ordnance and science of gunnery, in addition to pay 
as first lieutenant. $00. 

For pay of eight assistant professors, in addition to pay as first lieutenants, 
£4,000. 

For pay of three instrnctors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry tactics, in ad- 
dition to pay as first lieutenants, $1,500. 


I would like to know from the Committee on Appropriations why, 
if pay is to be given extra to first lieutenants, it is not given by the 
same measure to all? Why one officer should receive more pay than 
another officer of the same grade? They may draw more pay in the 
regular line of theirduty. When they draw their pay as first lien- 
tenants of the Army they draw according to the grade to which they 
belong. But when we are to make additional compensation to them 
for being professors why not make it to them with equality ? 

Then there are these items: 

For pay of four assistant instructors of tactics, commanding companies, in addi- 
tion to pay as second lieutenants, $2,400. 

For pay of adjutant, in addition to pay as first lieutenant, $300. 


Now I want to know whether or not, when the Government has 
educated these lientenants, when it is their duty at the call of the 


| Government to serve the Government in whatever place may be as- 


signed to them, when they, throngh favoritism, or for some other rea- 
son, may be selected and assigned to duty at West Point, where they 
do no field duty at all,a premium should be offered to these gentlo- 
men who live in the pleasant places at West Point and flirt most ele- 
gantly with the ladies who visit there during the suinmer. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DURHAM. I give the gentleman notice that I will undertake 
to satisfy him as a military gentleman as to all these points when we 
have the debate under the five-minutes rule. 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman give me five minutes more ? 

Mr. DURHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. BRAGG. As the gentleman has reminded me that I am on the 
Military Committee I beg to say a word on that subject. 

Mr. DURHAM. I said nothing about the Committee on Military 


Now I desire to ask an explanation from the Committee on Appro- | Affairs; I said that you were a military gentleman. 
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Mr. BRAGG. Iam not a military gentleman, but I am a member 


of the Military Committee of the House, and as a member of that | 


committee Lenter my protest against the Committee on Appropria- | 


tions absorbing the duties and powers of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, providing how cadets shall be appointed and of what the 
Army shall consist. 

Mr. DURHAM. I understand now where the shoe pinches. 

Mr. BRAGG, I desire to say that when we come to the second sec- 


tion of the bill—a committee as jealous of its rights as the Committee | physical disability, there shall be no appointment for that diet 


on Appropriations, which will not allow the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories to recommend even the purchase of a law library, should be 
chary of trenching upon the jurisdiction of another committee—I shall 


call attention to rule 87, and it will be seen that the constitution of | 


the Army and all that belongs to it pertains to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. The Committee on Appropriations have gone to 
work and made provision for fortifications for the defense of the 
country. Sir, this Committee on Appropriations is very much like a 
huge sponge, that absorbs everything that comes neogr it. 

Mr. DURHAM. Lask now that we proceed with the consideration 
of the bill under the five-minotes rule, and that by unanimous con- 
sent the general debate be closed upon it. 


ider t 
Mr. CONGER. The gentleman has occupied his hour and dis- | laws of the land? ” 


tributed it among his friends, and now he seeks to cut off further | 


debate. 
Mr. DURHAM. I have allowed that side to be heard. 
Mr. CONGER. IT have not heard any one speak on my side. 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not in the power of the committee to cut 
off debate. 


Mr. CONGER. I wish to ocenupy a short time. 
The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair understands the gentleman from 





Michigan to object to the proposition of the geutleman from Ken- | 


tucky to limit debate. 
Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, I have sought the floor not because 
I desire to oceupy the hour to which I am entitled myself or much of 


side of the House, and upon the other, that members might desire to 
say something in advance rather than under the five-minutes rule. I 
assumed the floor for myself for the purpose of yielding it to others 
who desire to speak upon this subject, 


I take occasion to call the attention of the Chair to the fact that | 


points of order were reserved upon this bill, and I propose to mako 
the point of order upon sections 2 and 3 which are liable to a point 
of order as new legislation. 


Of course [ cannot anticipate what the ruling of the Chair may be 


upon this point of order. That this is new legislation will of course | 


be admitted by every one, but whether it comes under the other pro- 
vision of the rnle, that it is in the direction of economy and reform, 
if thatis in the rule and therefore admissible, I cannot of course 
anticipate what the ruling of the Chair will be upon that point. I 
propose, therefore, to address any remarks which I shall make to 
those two subjects and those only. 

Mr Chairman, I have noticed with no little anxiety what has 
seemed to me, and what has seemed to other members of the House, 
and what has seemed to the country so far as we may judge by the 
comments in the newsprpers and conversations of our friends—I 
have seen a regular, determined, systematic attempt on the part, as 
1 have thought, of those who controlled the legislation of this House 
to reduce, wherever the opportunity comes, our present Army organi- 
vation, in numbers. There is scarcely a bill introduced touching the 
Army, either by the Committee on Appropriations or by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, referring to the organization of the Army, 
but what seems to point to a reduction of the regularly authorized 
Army of the United States under its present law, and that not directly, 
and that not by a bill introduced for the direct purpose of diminish- 
ing the regular Army, but introduced in bills of all kinds and in all 
maoners and shapes. Our friends did not permit the Committee on 
Military Affairs to report a bill here for the reorganization of the 
Army, but the Army is to be reduced by mining and sapping, by 
working under it so as to weaken its strength in one direction ; by 
failing to provide for tLe support in another direction. The provis- 
ions of sections 2 and 3 of this bill are in fartherance and in con- 
tinuation of what I assumed to be the determination on the part of 
our friends on the other side of the Honse to avail themselves of every 
opportunity, dirsetly or indirectly, to accomplish by direct meaus 
and indirect means the reduction of the Army below its regular law- 
ful standard. 

I assume that that is the object of gentlemen upon the other side 
of the House, simply to come in accord and in furtherance of that 
object. Section 2 prevents throughout all this broad land any civil- 
ian, however worthy he may be, however meritorious he may be, 
from being appointed to the lowest grade of officer in the Army, so 
as to cut down the officers of the Army. It provides that among all 
the twenty million men in the United States—young men, old men, 
ex-soldiers of the war, or civilians—no man shall enter the Army 
even as a second lientenant. In this respect that section changes 
the existing law, and when the proper time comes I shall insist upon 
the point of order that it is not in order. 

And not satisfied with cutting off from the chance of entering the 








military profession all the old men and the young men, the warriors | 


and the civilians not now in the Army, as they propose to do by sec- 


| DURHAM] says that 48 per cent. of these appointees do not final! 
it, but because it has occurred to me by questions asked upon this | 
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tion 2 of this bill, they have introduced section 3, which ia 
the people of any district in these United States from hayiny , a 
sentative in the national Military Academy, it may be for 7 
years and three hundred and sixty-two days of the four years, 
term. What does that section provide? It provides that . 
under the laws of the United States any congressions| distric ss 
receive an appointment to the Military Academy, if a yacay.. : 
for that district, unless the appointee is removed by deat), 


Soft 


for the unexpired portion of the term; that is, from the very ¢.. 
may be, when the appointee was admitted into the institution, 
Now, do gentlemen desire, without a change of the law, ex; 
to the spirit and provisions of the law which distributes toc, 
pointees among the people of the nation and into every concro 
district—do they wish to deprive the young men of their distros. 
an opportunity to be appointed? Because of even the bad coy, 
of the appointee or becanse of his inability to pass his first ex, 
ination when he has been there but a few months, do gentlemen wx 
to deprive the young men of their districts for the remain, 
four years of the opportunity of receiving an honorable appoint; 
in an honorable profession and an honorable education under 


contrary 
' ' 


} : 
wrott 





The law establishing the Military Academy was intended to eons 
the benefit of it as far as may be upon all the people of the Up; 
States equally; to give at least one chance in every four years for yyy 
aspiring young man in any district to obtain an appointment to t} 
institution and receive an education and enter one of the honor; 
professions of the country. Section 3 of this bill is contrary to , 
existing law of the land, in violation of it, in violation of the piv 
of the congressional districts, in violation of the rights and als 
the expectations and hopes of the young men in those conyressi 
districts. , 

What will be the result? The gentleman from Kentucky [\, 


ay 


graduate. I tell him that a far larger percentage do not get throu, 
the first year. I cannot give the number, but I venture to say that 
60 per cent.do not pass the second year. More than half of thes 
districts, then, would be unrepresented for two years or for thn 

years; and perhaps two-thirds of all the districts in the United States, 
under the operation of such a law as this, would be or might be w 

represented for one or two years of the four years of the term. 

The ohject of permitting the President to appoint ten cadets from 
the country at large was that if there were peculiar cases of merit 
and worth, if there were peculiar reasoos for appointing particular 
persons as cadets to West Point, there should be a power lodged 
somewhere to give those meritorious persons an opportunity to enter 
the Army. For instance, officers of the Army have no abiding home, 
no continuing city. Their duties require them to be in service in the 
field. They cannot, if they would, have their children residents of 
any district. They cannot have an opportunity for their appoint. 
ment to West Point even if they were such residents. So if thes 
appointees at large should fail to pass their examination or there 
shall be vacancies from any other cause than death or physical disa- 
bility, these ten appointments must each wait a period of four years, 


| or so much as remains of that term, before the places can be filled. 


I hardly believe that gentlemen of this House will dare to cat oi 
their constituents, the young men they represent, without any reason 
and for no cause, from the privilege of at least having one of their 
number sent to West Point by direct appointment, or by competitive 
examination, or in whatever way the member representing the dis- 
trict may choose to make the nomination. I do not believe they will 
vote here to cut off the chance and destroy the hope of any young 
man of their district for three years or two years or even one year, 
when he might receive an appointment otherwise, because of the 


| failure of his more successful opponent before. The votes upon that 


provision will show, however, unless the Chairman shall rule the sec- 
tion out of order upon the ground that it is new legislation. 
Before I close I desire to ask some gentleman to tell me why it is 
that this persistent attack is made upon the Army. It cannot lv 
from old hostility; it cannot be from rivalries of the past ; it ean- 
not be because gallant gentlemen here have met gallant officers of 
the Army upon the battle-field and have either won or lost a battle. 
I am happy to know and I am happy to say that these constant !n- 
sidious attacks upon the Army of the United States do not in the 
main come from those gallant but misguided soldiers of the conte: 
erate army. There is no rivalry, there is no hostility, there Is 10 
remembrance of old battle-fields, there is no remembrance of vic- 
tories or of defeats to prompt the officers of the confederate army 
to renew upon the floor of this House the old combats, the old as- 
saults upon an enemy, which were proper in time of war. These 
attacks, I am happy to say, do not come in the main from those 
gallant and, as I before said, those misguided men who were engage 


| in battle against their country. 


What is the object, then? Is it political? What, then, is the ob- 


| ject of these constant attacks upon the Army? Is it retrenchment : 


Is it reform? Why this continual undermining course; why Up" 


| the appropriation and all other bills these attacks upon the Army, ') 


destroy its numbers and weaken its power? Why not, as my frien’ 
from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG ] very properly remarked a few mouien's 


| ago—why not let the committee which has charge of military atlurs, 
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‘ittee which has charg? of legislation regarding the size 
tribution and the rules and regulations of the Army, prepare 

i |, present it to the House, and ask for judgment upon a meas- 
-» presented openly and publicly. ; ' 
‘Tcannot tell, sir, and I have studied with all the industry and with 

he care L could; I have made private inquiries and I have made 
: iblie inquiries, hoping that some gentleman would enlighten this 
House upon that proposition, why it is that the fierce and rampant 
jemoeracy are attacking in all these ways and by-ways the Army of 
‘ie Upited States. I have heard snggestions and I could tell some 

velysions to Which I have come in regard to the object lying at the 
iortom of this uniform, continued, determined effort, acquiesced in 
hy all, but pushed by a few; and I had thought some time I would 
ake the suggestion, Which might be corrected if I were wrong, as 
to what I believed to be the underlying motive of all this action. 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the gentleman allow me one word ? 

Mr. CONGER. Not now, but before I close I will. I had thought 
on the proper occasion I would inquire of my friends with the candor 
which so distinguishes me, [langhter,] trusting to the candor and 
frankness which so distinguish them, to tell the House, if they admit 
shic continued determination to reduce the Army by all manner of 
nett to tell the House what are the underlying plan, object, and 
notive. 

Mi, CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman from Michigan permit 
me to answer him? 

Mr. CONGER. I invite all gentlemen to answer me. 
gentlemen to answer that proposition. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will state the reason. 

Mr. CONGER. But not now, [Laughter.] 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will give it to you now if you want it. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman will fall infinitely short of doing 
instice to the subject, if he takes five or ten minutes out of my time 
0 do it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will answer you in a moment. 

Mr. CONGER. As this debate is not limited, opportunity will be 
given to any gentleman to answer the question. 

Now, sir, Lhave said there were supposed to be reasons for this con- 
duct, there were supposed to beunderlying motives, and I had thonght 
some time I would ask my friends if there were any such motives, and 
if there were to tell them to the House and to the country, and if 
there were not, if the supposition was incorrect, then to ask why it 
‘ommittee on Military Affairs are not permitted to report a bill; 
ifour democratic friends think our Army is too large or the 
number of cadets too large, they do not permit that committee to 
report a bill for the purpose of its reduction in a regular an | legiti- 
mate way, and let it be considered in the House, and then,if the House 
thinks the Army is too large, let it reduce it in the properand regular 
way, and not by amendments to appropriation bills. 

I will not now suggest what some think may be the reason for this 
action. I will let it develop and let my friends answer if there be 

ny motives proper to present to the House for a reduction in the 
Army in this roundabout way. 

Mr. SPARKS. I wish to ask the gentleman a simple question, and 
very respectfully, whether or not he has heard from any of the Army 
that they object to these provisions of this appropriation bill. 

Mr. CONGER. I will say I have not consulted with any of the 
oflicers of the Army. 

Mr. SPARKS. I would say to the gentleman from Michigan that 
my information is to the effect that the officers of the Army are in 
perfect harmony with the Committee on Appropriations in reference 
to the provisions contained in this bill. 

Now let me ask the gentleman one other question. 

Mr. CONGER. Let me answer that one first. 

Mr. SPARKS. I thonght you had answered it. 

Mr. CONGER. Ihave not. I have no doubt and I think no man 
has a doubt as to the first proposition in section 2, that officers of the 
regular Army desire to keep the control of the Army so far as possi- 
ble within the number of those educated at West Point in the regu- 
lar line. Why, sir, it is notorious that from the beginning these 
civilians, even my venerable friend at my right hand [ Mr. BuTLER] 
Who is preparing now to talk on the subject, have been the objects 
of some jealousy. I am not saying it to awaken any old hostilities. 
Hut it is so continually, and when the gentleman tells me that the 
Adjutant-General would desire that all who enter the Army should 
enter by that strait and narrow gate at West Point I have no doubt 
itisso. It is natural it should be. But, sir, 1 do not belong to the 
Army. I am a civilian. I belong to that class who may desire a civil- 
ian should enter the Army if the occasion presented itself, and par- 
teularly if the service he might have rendered showed he was deserv- 
ing of such a position. 

Mr. SPARKS. I concur with the gentleman in that view; but 
the gentleman is a friend of the Army or is speaking for the Army. 

Mr. CONGER. Not at all. 

Mr. SPARKS. I so understood him and I simply put to him the 
{nestion whether he had learned that any of the Army officers had 
objected to these two sections. x a 

Now my second question is this: The gentleman from Michigan 
Seems to be partial to the Committee on Military Affairs and against 
this miserable Appropriation Committee. 


I invite all 


4} 
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Let me ask if he has heard | and Sherman. 
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of any Army officers opposing the action of the Military Committee 
on this subject ? 

Mr. CONGER. Ihave already told the gentleman I have not been 
in communication with Army officers on any of these questions. And 
I desire tosay to the gentleman from Illinois that my opinion of the 
Committee on Appropriations is much higher than his. Why should 
he denounce them as an indifferent and insignificant committee—a 
miserable committee? I thought, sir, of calling the gentleman to 
order for that attack on them. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPARKS. I think the gentleman ought to answer my question. 
I think I have always been respectful to the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, and I shall certainly be so always. I do not desire to bandy 
words withhim. I simply asked him a question whether or not he 
had heard that the Army oflicers objected to the action of the Mili- 
tary Committee. 

Mr. CONGER. I answered that by saying I Hd not been in com- 
munication with the Army officersat all. I thought that covered the 
whole ground. Ispeak for what is the interest of the cadets, and what 
is the interest of my district and every other district. I speak as a 
civilian and a member of Congress. Now, for what earthly purpose 
should you desire to prevent the appointment of here and there a civil- 
ian to the lowest grade of rank in the Army, a second lieutenantcy ? 
And, unless to cut down in all possible ways the numerical force of 
the Army, why should you desire to take charge of the appointment of 
cadets in this way and keep the power of appointment away from 
particular districts for three years, for two years, or even for one year? 
Why should you interfere with the operation of the law as it now is, 
except to reduce the Army? It cannot be for the purpose of economy 
or retrenchment; because if that be the object it could be carried so 
far as that we should not have any West Point at all and that we 
should not have any army at all. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Will the gentleman yield me a few minutes? 

Mr. CONGER. How much time have I left? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thirty minutes. 

Mr. CONGER. I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
BUTLER] ten minutes. 

Mr. BUTLER. I may desire perhaps more than ten minutes, but I 
will get through as soon as I can. 

I desire to address to the committee some business suggestions. I 
am not here at the present moment to stir up any memories either 
pleasant or otherwise, but I am here to speak as a business man on 
these two propositions: first, that no civilian shall be appointed as 
long as the number of vacancies are not equal to the number of the 
graduating class. The second proposition is that, if any one ap- 
pointed fails from any cause, other than death or physical disability, 
his place must be vacant for the remainder of the fouryears. I want 
to consider these propositions together because I have a different 
view of West Point from what these propositions seem to indicate. 
My idea is that West Point shonid stand between this country and a 
large standing army; that in this way we should be training as great 
a number as possible of intelligent oiticers to the art of war, who 
would yo into the business of life, after they got their training, ont- 
side of the Army, would acquire business habits, business thought, 
business energy and enterprise, and would be ready to spring to arms 
and form the nucleus of instruction of the volunteer force of the 
country whenever the country should need their services. I do not 
look upon the training at West Point as valuable only in fitting offi 
cers to go into the regular Army. Our Army in time of peace is not a 
nursery for officers who have nothing to do and plenty to get, and 
who have too much time for idleness, which debauches young ofli- 
cers of the Army, and you cannot help it. The best of those educated 
there leave the Army and go into civil life. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I ask the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. BUTLER] whether he considers that chasing Indians in 
the Territories debauches our young officers. 

Mr. BUTLER. Chusing Indians! Sometimes the Indians chase 
them and then they are a little hurt. [Laughter.] But when they 
chase the Indians they are never hurt. Iam not speaking unkindly 
nor do I wish to speak unkindly of the officers of the Army; bat I 
am speaking now upon business, and do not care for jokes. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. The gentleman will pardon me, 
I rather thonght he was reflecting unkindly upon the hardest worked 
men in the Union, the young officers of the Army. 

Mr. BUTLER. There is not one-third of them engaged in service 
against the Indians. One hundred and twenty-five of them are try- 
ing to escape the gout in this city, for they have nothing to do. 
{Langhter.] I am not making an attack upon this man or that man, 
but I am talking about the system. Some men’s minds are so con- 
stituted that they cannot understand that a system can be attacked 
without an attack being made upon individuals under that system. 

I was saying that I look upon West Point as a school of instruction, 
so that whenever we have occasion for the United States militia, which 
we have not now, althorgh the Constitution calls for it, whenever 
we have occasion for that militia there shall be officers to command 
it. I was saying that the best men leave the Army asarule. Why 
dol say it? Notin the way of anattackupon them. But I pointe: 
to the fact that when a war came the men who came to the front were 
men who had left the Army and gone into civil life, men like Grant 
They had left the Army and gone into other businesses 
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and had acquired a knowledge of life outside of the Army. How was 
it with gentlemen upon the other side; who were their best men? 
Their president was a man who had left the Army and gone into civil 
life, and he became the representative man of that part of the nation. 
I say, then, that the education that these men receive at West Point 
is a preparation for them to enter the service when they are called 
upon to do 80, 

Sir, I have a son at West Point. Do you suppose I am going to let 
him remain in the Army, to go into garrison life, with nothing to do 
but to lay a lump of sugar on the table and bet whether a fly will 
first light upon his lamp before it will light upon the lump of sugar 
of one of his comrades? [Laughter.] No, sir; not if I can tind 
him any other employment. Why do I send himthere? Simply be- 
cause it seems to me that in the next generation there will be war, 
as there has been in all past generations, and I want to stamp him 
with the patent oF nobility, so that when he steps into war he shall 
not be looked down upon as a civil general or oflicer. 

Now, then, we come to the second proposition to cut off the number 
of these young officers. I call the attention of my friend from Ken- 
tucky to this fact, for Iam speaking now of business. Here you have 
an appropriation for professors and for all their expenses to educate 
three hundred young men. You know that only about one-half of 
these students stop until the end of the term and if you do not put 
any new cadets in their places you will have in four years a corps of 
men as professors, about one professor to ten students. That is not 
economy as I understand it. 

Mr. CLYMER, There is one professor to five students now. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then you will have one professor to one student 
in four years. 

Mr. CLYMER. We propose to get rid of the professors. 

Mr. BUTLER. Have you made any provision for that? 

Mr. DURHAM. I will say to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{[Mr. BuTLER] that we want to see how it operates before we move 
in that direction, 

Mr. BUTLER. It is easy to make the calculation for the last five 
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| of Wellington is credited with saying that he must have “ yey; o 


| still more exclusive, still more hedged about by special priviley, 


years. Can any member of the committee tell me the number who by | 


death or disability fall out? 

Mr. CLYMER. About 38 per cent. more, I think, fail to pass their 
examination than those who fall out by reason of death or physical 
disability. 


Mr. BUTLER. Then 38 per cent. of the seats will be vacant for | 
four years or certainly nearly one-half of the seats will be vacant. | 


Now, is it well to have those empty seats? Is it not on the whole 
better to keep those seats filled for the purpose of turning out men 
at the expense of $540 a year, young men tit to command our troops 
hereafter and who may go into civil life? 

I speak to you, gentlemen, on a business proposition between man 
and man, is it not better to keep the ranks filled all the time? For 
the young man who is educated there gets a good foundation, a good 
education for any business in which he may embark. A young man 
so educated is ready for his country’s service when his country calls 
him. 

I have no feeling against West Point or against West Point officers. 
The most gallant and noble fellows that ever stood on foot or faced 
acannon’s mouth who served with me were West Point men. No 
better than civilians so far as everything went but education; but 
better in that education, lL agree. Now I want to see just as much of 
that education diffused over the country as possible, and as few reg- 
ular soldiers in the country as possible. The places of the soldiers 
can always be better supplied than in any other way by enlistment 
when there is a cause for enlistment that calls for the best blood of 
the country to come forward and bear its burden in face of the 
enemy. 

Mr. CONGER. I now yield to the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
PHILLIPS] for five minutes, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. There could be no beiter evidence of the impro- 
ny of incorporating such legislation as this into an appropriation 

»ill than is afforded by this debate. I have the greatest respect for 
the Committee on Appropriations; it is the hardest worked commit- 
tee in the House. Ido not wish to burden them with labor which 
does not legitimately belong to them. Therefore I fully sympathize 
with the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BRaGG] in what he has 
said about leaving the subject of the organization of the Army to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. I understand they have that subject 
before them, and will include not only what refers to the organiza- 
tion of the Army but any change of law which they may desire to 
report to this House affecting West Point. That is the legitimate 
function of the Military Committee, and I shall be willing to believe 
them competent to perform it, at least until I see their report. 

The duty of the Committee on Appropriations is to bring in a bill 
making appropriations for the existing academy at West l’oint. In 
that bill they have presented new propositions, which caused this 
whole debate. What are the two provisions which have led to this 


| of the citizen, and the genius of our people ; and that West Point, 
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discussion? First, that no civilians, or others than West Point grad- | 
nates, shall be commissioned as officers in the Army until it shall | 
have been ascertained that the next graduating class does not con- | 


tain a suflicient number to fill all the vacancies—which may be a 
year, and is a virtual prohibition, and gives West Pointers an exclu- 
sive right to be officers in our Army. The other proposition is to 
reduce the number of cadets at West Point, and proposes to do so by 


| some provision by which at least 50 per cent. of all the appointmeuts 
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a mode unfair to the country at large, unbusiness-like, and uncer: 
These propositions cannot properly be considered here in eon... 
with this appropriation bill. We have not now the time no... 
bill the place. They involve too much of other matters, lj ; { wh 
will yet come before us legitimately, and the best thine oo 
Committee of the Whole can do is simply to strike out s ctions » 
3. Istate that as a business proposition which must commer dl its 
to every one. : 
The American Army to-day is, and always has been, the qos: 
tocratic army in the world, the only army where a private ms zi 
cannot be raised from the ranks by reason of faithful seryjoo ) 
reason of bravery in the field. To-day it is proposed in tho }, 
sections to make imperative law of that which heretofore has \, 
almost as imperative. on 
Now by law the President of the United States may appoint ay 
vate soldier because of gallant conduct; he may appoint a salons 
soldier and promote him for meritorious action in the service. Ti. 
has been done, and should have been done far oftener than jt }).. 
But this provision of this bill will for the future prevent even thy. 
very small amount of promotions of this character which have hors. 
tofore taken place. In the American Army there is a wall of aday in 
about the private soldier; there is a law inexorable as fate to preve a 
his promotion; no good conduct can pierce that wall; no brave action 
in the field can elevate that private soldier to official position. \ 
herited this aristocratic idea from the British government. The Dy, 


that t), 


ion 


men” for officers, and by gentlemen he meant the sons of privilezed 
classes. That goverment has been ob]:ged to discard some of its aris. 
tocratic machinery, and it was not quite so bad as ours, for jy, i; 
worst estate commissions were sold to any buyer, and bad as th: 
was it was more democratic than our plan. Our Army places were 
given by favoritism, utterly ignoring merit in the Army. It is pr. 
posed by this bill to make it still more exclusive, still more privileved, 
and that we shall retain the old exclusiveness, made by this measur 


derogation of the principles of a republican government, the rights 


whatever may be its merits, shall stink with aristocracy even worse 
than it has always done. 
Mr. McCOOK. Will the gentleman allow me to make a sugges 
tion ? 
Mr. PHILLIPS. Certainly. 
Mr. McCOOK. Do I understand the gentleman to say that there 
are no officers in the regular Army who have been taken from tho 
ranks? 
Mr. PHILLIPS. I say that if this second section becomes law 
there practically can be none. 
Mr. McCOOK. I understand the gentleman to speak of the aristo- 
cratic character of the Army. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. I appeal to the Committee on Military Affairs 
which I understand is considering a bill upon this subject, to report 


of the officers of the Army shall come from the ranks of the regular 
Army. Ifit be necessary, educate them after they have proved their 
merit by selection, but let good behavior make the position of pri- 
vates in the regular Army respectable. To-day a respectable Ameri- 
can citizen can hardly be induced to enter the Army as a private. 
Open the doors of preferment for good conduct; make the officers 
educate the private soldier in company schools. Make the Army 
respectable by removing the firmament of brass, so that merit cau 
rise, and believe me we will find merit. Toward that end I ask this 
House to strike out these two sections, I appeal to the Committee 
on Military Affairs to bring in a bill which shall provide that private 
soldiers can be raised to the ranks for good and faithful conduct, 
and thus give us an Army with hope in its breast, a respecta)\ 
Army, an Army which recognizes no privileged class as having claims 
above real merit, and an Army not unworthy of our Government. 

{Here the hammer fell. } . 

Mr. CONGER. I now yield to the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TOWNSEND] for five minutes. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I will not oceupy five minutes. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] told us that he 
had no time for jokes. Now, I hope he meant only a joke when he 
spoke of young officers getting the gout by hanging around the city 0! 
Washington. I rise simply for the purpose of saying that I have 
been three years in the city of Washington, and, with the exception 
of the lieutenants who were connected with that portion of the 
Army stationed at the arsenal in this city for a short time last wil 
ter, i have never met a lieutenant in the city. Our young office rs 
are not here; they are in active service on the frontier. When you 
look over the lists of the killed and wounded in the actions that 
have occurred with the Indians on our frontier, you will read the 
names not only of our dearest and our best but of our youngest. 

Mr. CONGER. I now yield to the gentleman from Connecti! 
(Mr. Warr. : 

Mr. WAIT. I wish to say that I trust the second section of t 
bill, which if it becomes law will prevent the appointment of civil 
ians as officers in the Army, will not prevail. One of the finest 0" 
cers in the Union Army during the late war was General Terry," 
my own State, the hero of Fort Fisher. Te was a member ol the pro 
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1878. 
. he wastaken from his profession and appointed to an 
and distinguished himself in every position which 
No braver man, no better officer, no more brill- 
and’ capable leader commanded during the late umortunate 
vcle in this country. Yet this section would exclude the appoint- 
nt of such a man as General Terry. 


tir. CLYMER rose. . | 
Mr, CONGER. I believe I have two minutes of my time left, and 


cield them to the gentleman from Pennsylvania who desires to be 
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ofice in the Army 
be was called to fill. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has but one minute of his time 
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, Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, it is not bad taste, 
I ipprehend, for me to say the Committee on Military Affairs of this 
House have had this subject under consideration, and I presume it 
Joes not transgress the rules of the body for me to say that I am in- 
«rneted to test the sense of the House on this very second section, 
and am only waiting for the proper moment to raise the question of 
onlen suggested, anc in case that is decided against me, overruled as 
not well taken, I propose to ask the majority of the House to vote 
the section down. I now give notice that at the proper time, when 
we reach the second section, I will first raise the point of order that 
it is not in order to this bill, and if that point be overruled that I 
will then ask the majority of the committee to vote it down. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] ; ; . 

Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Chairman, the committee will bear me witness 
how rarely I attempt to occupy its time or that of the House, and I 
would not doso now but for the fact that in the last Congress it was 
my duty as a member of the Committee on Appropriations to take 
charge of this Military Academy appropriation bill, when I gave it 
caretul attention, and this year, as a member of the subcommittee to 
which it was referred, it again became my duty to examine it. Hav- 
ing thus acquired some knowledge of the subject, I propose brietly to 
reply to some of the criticisms made by the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin {Mr. BraGG] and to answer the friendly objection of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] to the sections of the bill 
relating to appointments in the Army and to the Military Academy. 

First, as to the criticisms of the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr. 
BraGG, ] that the committee has been saving where they should have 
been liberal and extravagant where they should have reduced ex- 
penditure, I make reply that upon examination of the bill it will ap- 
pear that in nearly every estimate of importance we have granted sub- 
stantially what has been asked for, save the appropriations demanded 
for the continuance and completion of the new hospital, and an en- 
tirely new one of $50,000 to supply the post with water from a lake 
in the vicinity. 

The hospital, Mr. Chairman, was commenced, as I remember, under 
an appropriation made in 1873, when the country was ery in 
the height of prosperity, when its resources were deemed ine xhaust- 
ible and its revenues were overflowing, and when in all matters 
touching the Government its improvements and expenditures there 
was general and prodigal extravagance. Then it was, and under 
those circumstances, that this hospital at West Point was projected 
and its foundations laid on a scale as tosize and appointments ample 
in my judgment for a population of ten thousand people, when the 
records will show that at no previous time has the average number of 
sick persons at the post requiring hospital treatment exceeded seven. 
The report of the Medical Director of the Army, made prior to 1873, 
states that the hospital at West Point was ample in its accommoda- 
tions and well adapted to its purposes. Suddenly in that era of ex- 
travagance it dawned upon some one, whom I may neither name nor 
blame, that a hospital grand in size, ornate in structure, with every 
appointment for convenience, and with all the latest improvements, 
was needed; and,in accordance with the suggestion, the required 
appropriation was secured, and the building was commenced upon a 
magnificent scale. It has already cost over $40,000, and more than 
double that sum will be needed to complete and furnish it. 

Having thus stated the case, and in view of the fact as reported by 
the Medical Director that the old and existing hospital is all that is 
needed by the institution, or at least that it will answer all its real 
needs, I ask this committee whether it was not the duty of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, at this time when we are admonished to 
garner and husband allour resources, todecline to recommend any addi- 
tional expenditure for a purpose not demanded by the necessities of 
the post, and to defer further appropriations therefor until better 
times dawn upon us? Tell me, gentlemen of the committee, was it 
our duty, is it yours, to go on with this unnecessary expenditure at 
this time, or as prudent husbandmen should we not only do that re- 
quired to preserve the portion of the structure already built from the 
destructive influences of time and the weather and wait until better 
ines to complete it, if it is ever really needed ? 

Mr. HANNA rose. 
Re a. In amoment. The other estimate of importance 
a ee : y the bill is that for an increased supply of water for 
th a “t. 4+ am not insensible, Mr. Chairman, that it is the duty of 

1 7overnment to provide this necessary of life in sufficient quantity. 
wae years the suggestion of the commandant of West Point 
ditean e could get an ample supply of water by throwing an ad- 
That sie — the stream which furnishes the existing supply. 
$15,000 ougl t sufficient, and the cost would not have been over 

»,000. But with new men come new measures very often. The 
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new commandant wished to magnify his office, a pardonable feeling 
perhaps when we have the ability to indulge it, and proposed to go 
four miles off into the hills back of West Point, where there isa lake 
of beautiful and pure water, and bring it to supply the post. 


in wishing to carry out so desirable a project. 
that the cost of that would be $50,000, 
that amount when in all these years your sons and the sons of your 
neighbors have gone there and have never found real cause for com- 
plaint? 
cessity for this improvement, to say we will postpone it to some 
more convenient season? 


ruption with what I have to say at this moment. 
to the last two sections of the bill, my friend from Michigan [ Mr. 
CONGER] seems to see some covert intention in both of them to re- 
duce the Army, possibly to do away with it altogether ; and he would 
raise suspicion against the integrity of the motives of the gentlemen 
on this side of the Chamber. 
sir, I am here to answer frankly I trust, truly I hope, that we have 
proposed them from the most upright intentions and because we 
have conceived them to be for the general welfare and best interests 
of the Army itself. 
the Army of the United States is so great that the Army is like an 
inverted pyramid, and it is possible that some of these days on ac- 
count of the very weight of the superstructure the whole organiza- 
tion will be destroyed or so greatly reduced that it will be a mere 
skeleton of its former self. 
wholesale and relentless methods. 


in line and staff upon the active list 2,183 commissioned officers, 
have one general, a lieutenant-general, three major-generals, fourteen 
brigadier-generals—nearly a brigadier-general to every regiment in 
the Army. We have sixty-seven colonels, or two and one-half colonels 
to every regiment in it. 
three and one-half to every regiment. 
forty-two majors, or nearly ten majors to every regiment. 
twenty-nine aides-de-camp. 
captains, or nearly three to every company in the Army. 
forty adjutants, who are extra lieutenants. 
mental quartermasters. 
lieutenants, or nearly three to every company. 
dred and forty-five second lieutenants and thirty-four additional sec- 
one lieutenants. 


TOL 





If, sir, we had unbounded resources at command, I should join him 
But, sir, he estimates 
Are you prepared to spend 


Or was it our duty again, when there was no pressing ve- 


Now, gentlemen of the committee, I appeal to you. Do not allow 


your individual opinions and judgments, framed upon information 
which cannot be so extensive and accurate and full as that possessed 
by the Committee on Appropriations; do not, because you may think 
this might possibly be a good thing, insist upon doing it immedi- 
ately, when in the judgment of that committee which is charged to 
examine the whole tield of expenditure, there is no immediate or press- 
ing necessity for it and that forthe present if may be dispensed with. 


Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. CLYMER. Not at present. I prefer to go on without inter- 
Now, with respect 


I do not know if he intended it. But, 


It is, sir, a fact that the number of officers in 


Great abuses are sometimes remedied by 


For an Army of twenty-five thousand men we have 
We 


Look at it, sir. 


We have eighty-six lieutenant-colonels, or 
We have two hundred and 
We have 
We have five hundred and ninety-one 
We have 
We have forty regi- 
We have five Lundred and eighty-eight first 
We have four hun- 


These figures are from the last annual Army Regis- 
ter—that for 1:77—and I believe are strictly accurate. 

Mr. CONGER. Does that include the retired list ? 

Mr. CLYMER. No,sir; on the retired list there are three hundred 
and ninety-eight officers in addition, making a total number of ofli- 
cers belonging to the Army of the United States of 2,571; so mons- 
trous a number in proportion to the whole strength of the Army that 
it cannot and will not be endured. It is from no dislike to the Army 
that I support these propositions. Sir, I glory in its deeds; I glory 
in its memories: and I pray God its future may be as rich in re- 
nown as has been its past. But I want to preserve it from itself. 
A free people are ever jealous of a great military establishment, and 
will not tolerate or endure it when those in command have outgrown 
in numbers all the necessities of the service or the possible needs of 
the country. 

Now, then, what will be the effect of this first provision? Sir, ten 
years ago I would not have proposed it. Ten years ago there were 
young men who had served on every battle-field of the Republic with 
honor and distinction, and it was right and just that they should have 
the opportunity to obtain these appointments. But, sir, the young 
men of those days have become the middle-aged men of the present 
and would not enter the Army as second lieutenants. We have there- 
fore provided fhat no one shall be appointed to a second lieutenantcy 
unless those who are about to graduate from the Military Academy 
at West Point will not fill all existing vacancies. It has been com- 
plained that the assertion that appointments have been made through 
favoritism was unjust and unfounded. Does my friend on the other 
side deny that ? 

Mr. McCOOK. If the gentleman refers to me, I affirmed and I 
know that the men are subjected to a severe examination. 

Mr. CLYMER. I have heard that the appointing powers complain 
that they cannot resist the importunity of members of Congress, of 
Senators, and others of influence for the appointment of persons as 
officers in the Army to the exclusion of the very men you educate 
for those positions. Thus it is, Mr. Chairman, that the Army has 

increased in size until it is overgrown; that it is so heavy at top that 
it is in imminent danger of being crushed by its own weight. 

Now, then, Mr. Chairman, in regard to the second proposition, 
which is that after young men have been appointed from districts 
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or at large, and after they have matriculated at the institution, if 
they are dropped from the rolls from any other cause than death or 
physical disability, vacancies shall not be filled during the term for 
which they were appointed, 

] grant you that if this be the law it imposes a severe penalty for 
the honor or favor done to the person appointed to West Point. There 
is no higher favor that any one can receive ; it is an admission to the 
best educational advantages that can be conferred in this country. 
It gives social distinction and all that men most prize, and I would 
have the recipient value it according to its high importance. I would 
have the young man when he goes to West Point understand that he 
bears with him the honor and credit of the congressional disirict 
which he represents; [would have him mindful of the boon conferred 
upon him, that he be so studious and so devoted that he would not 
be dropped from the rolls except by reason of death or physical disa- 
bility. Trust him, place him in a positionof high honor, gather around 
him the eyes and the interests of his whole congressional district, and 
he will be equal to the occasion. Gentlemen of the House will not 
»#ppoint young men to these places who are not worthy of and fit for 
them. You will not make appointments for mere political purposes ; 
you would only appoint a young man after a competitive examina- 
tion, who has proved that he is sound in mind and sound in body, and 
you will send him there to uphold the honor of your district and to 
compete with all other districts for place and position in the lists of 
this the mother of our Army. Who will object to that? Who can 
object to it? He has won his place by a competitive examination, 
and should be able in body and mind to hold it, and he will hold it. 
And I venture to say if this rule be adopted there will not be 48 per 
cent. of the students dropping out for causes disgraceful and discred- 
itable to a student. If we enforce this rule it will work no hardship 
to anybody, while it will open the door to a career of glory to those 
who can graduate under the circumstances. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. CLYMER. 1 yield for that purpose. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Why it would not be unjust, where a class 
of thirty applicants for cadetships were examined, to say that if the 
one that was successful should, by reason of misconduct, be after- 
ward dismissed, would it not be an injustice tothe other twenty- 
nine, who had also been examined for the place, to say that this 
vacaney should not be filled for four years? 

Mr. CLYMER. It would be disgraceful to the student and a mis- 
fortune for the distiict, but that case is not likely to occur more than 
once in any district. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. When a cadet is appointed by a member of 
Congress and sent to West Point is he not examined by Army officers, 
and if they allow incompetent men to enter is not the fault theirs? 

Mr. CLYMER. I would execute the rule in relation to admissions 
to West Point vigorously and inexorably, and then we shall have a 
better class at West Point than ever. 

The committee after calm and careful consideration have recom- 
mended both these measures, and I may say that they received the 
approval of the commandant of the institution, a trained soldier, and 
not only that but they have received the approval of the Secretary 
of War, in whose calm and good judgment all who know him will 
contide, Sir, if the Army is to be reduced you have to commence 
somewhere. I propose to begin where they enter. These proposi- 
tions have commended themselves in my deliberate judgment, with 
no other desire on my part but to promote the public good and save 
the Army from itself. I state to gentlemen that there is growing up 
in all this land a distaste for this huge organization, and the people 
would like to see it reduced to its old proportions. 

Mr. HANNA. I desire to ask the gentleman a question for informa- 
tion. I observe that the bill provides so many thousand dollars for 
the pay of professors; then there is a provision which provides for 
the pay of instructors, and the language is “in addition to their pay 
as first lieutenant.” My question is, are these instructors officers in 
the regular Army holding the rank indicated in the bill? 

Mr. CLYMER. They are. 

Mr. HANNA. Then I would like to know why these officers engaged 
in this particular service are better paid than those who are in service 
in the field. 

Mr.CLYMER. I will say thatat the first session of the Forty-fourth 
Congress this question was fully discussed, and a decision was arrived 
at unanimously as to what should be the pay of these officers. The 
present Committee on Appropriations do not propose to disturb the 
existing law. A law passed in 1573 gave additional pay to the officers 
occupying these posts. It was done as a matter of public policy. 
The young men occupying them are put to additional expenses in 
their mode of life and something was thought to be due them as a 
recompense for the performance of duties requiring high culture and 
unusual proficiency in the respective branches which they teach. If, 
however, the committee deem it best to cut off this additional recom- 
pense I for one will not resist it. 

And then it was shown very clearly in the discussion at that time— 
I do not know but what the same reasons obtain to-day—it was 

shown very clearly that, considering the expense and cost of every- 
thing at West Point, the amounts proposed were quite as small as 
these gentlemen should receive. They are cut off from all the com- 
mutations which officers in the field receive, commutations for ra- 
tious, for horses, and matters of that kind. This sum is a sort of 
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commutation in gross, for the privileges of which they are depr 
by reason of being in service at West Point. : on 

Mr. BRAGG. Did the committee compare the amount allowed » 
fessors and assistant professors at West Point with the pay whic = 
given in colleges for professors of the same grade and teachin, .. 
sone measure the same branches? _ 

Mr. CLYMER. I will say to the gentleman that that subjec; y 
very fully discussed and illustrated in the debate which took y)._ 
in the Forty-fourth Congress. 

Mr. BRAGG. Iam asking whether the Committee on A 
tions of this Congress have considered that point t 

Mr. CLYMER. Unquestionably they have, and the } 
West Point receive less in proportion. 

Mr. BRAGG. Professors outside of West Point receive $3, 
year each, together with a house to live in. ve 

Mr. CLYMER. We know that professors of the first rank and class 
at Harvard, at Yale, at Princeton, and other places are allowed ; ach 
a house to live in and asalary of from $4,000 to $5,000 a year. | coy, 
ceive that the number of officers at West Point as professors is yag:|y 
too great. I made a calculation last year and it showed that ther, 
was one professor at West Point for every five or five and a half sty. 
@nts. That is not the fault of this Committee on Appropriations o; 
of this Congress. They are ordered there by law and we cannot pre. 
vent it. 

Mr. BRAGG. What is the pay of a lieutenant in the Army? 

Mr. MCGOWAN. I would like to inquire of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYMER] for what reason a cadet is allowed ty 
drop out of his class, besides the reasons assigned in the bill ? 

Mr. CLYMER. They are discharged for misconduct, for wan of 
scholarship, and divers other causes. 

Mr. MCGOWAN. Are they allowed to resign? 

Mr. CLYMER. I believe so; under certain conditions, 

Mr. MCGOWAN. Are they ever turned out without their own yol- 
untary act? 

Mr. CLYMER. Yes; they are frequently put out for misconduct, 
for failure in studies, frequently for acts of their own aud from 
which they could readily abstain. It is to prevent such instances as 
these 

Mr. McGOWAN. From which one of these causes come the greatest 
number of vacancies in the classes? 

Mr. CLYMER. I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. MCGOWAN, I would suggest that there should be a law ain- 
ing only at those going out voluntarily, instead of those who are dis- 
charged for misconduct. 

Mr. CLYMER. I have endeavored to state the reasons which act- 
uated the Committee on Appropriations. I have no motive except 
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what I believe is for the best and lasting good of the Army. I now 
yield to the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Porrer.} 

Mr. POTTER. I always differ from the recommendations of the 
Committee on Appropriations, and particularly from the views of wy 
eloquent and honorable friend from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. CLyer,} 
with reluctance. But it seems to me that the third section of this 
bill, which provides that a vacancy in the Military Academy for any 
congressional district shall not be filled until the expiration of the 
term for which any candidate from such district who may have entered 
the Military Academy was appointed, even though he fails to remain 
there, is a mistake. The only reason that has been given for this 
provision is that it may compel the Representatives who nominate 
young men to the academy to resort to the system of competitive 
examination. It seems to me that in urging a resort to that system 
gentlemen overlook the fact that the competitive examination they 
desire is but a preliminary examination. When a young man noil- 
inated to West Point has passed the competitive examination required 
by his Representative he must yet pass the for:nal official examina- 
tion required by the West Point authorities before be can enter them. 

1t so happens that during the past eight years 1 have never made 
an appointment to West Point except by competitive examination. 
It so happens, also, that I am, as I think, especially well situated to 
select a ‘nas of gentlemen competent to conduct such an examina- 
tion, because several of the prominent private military schools in oar 
State are within my district. These schools are conducted by gentie- 
men who are, some of them at least, themselves graduates of West 
Point. A general officer of the Army, of very high rank and chare- 
ter, referring to one of these schools, said to me that he regarded it as 
without exception the best school for boys in the United States. Nov 
I have had the advantage of selecting the committees who kindly con- 
ducted the competitive examination for me in my district from the 
principals of these schools, but I am by no means sure that aiter a 
the best selection among the candidates for the nomination we 
secured by these examinations. 

It never occurred to me, until I was called upon last sammer te nor 
nate a young man to West Point, that there might be some question 
about the advantage of this method of selecting a candidate. Bat noes 
morning a gentleman, himself a graduate of West Point anc su! = 
quently a distinguished soldier in the confederate army and one ae 
laterserved with distinction in this Honse as well, happened to coun 
into my office as I was selecting a committee to conduct such an exsa 
ination. He said to me, “What are you doing?” I replied, ° i 
having a competitive examination for a nomination to W est worl 
He then said, “You are making a mistake.” “Why!” I inquire 
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= .” he answered, “ you are about to do first what they do over 
eee | dobotterat West Point. The young man is to be examined | 
ee eel of bis attainments in geography, arithmetic, and other | 
‘ hes of learning by your committee and to be selected for his 
ve ecieney in these respects ; then he must pass a similar examina- | 
snd one that will be better or at least as well conducted at W est 
The authorities there will take care that he does not get into 
idemy Without possessing in a suflicient degree proficiency in 

ei inches of knowledge. What you ought to do is to select a 
ae man with reference to his physical capacity, with reference to 


young 


i. moral qualities, with reference to his race and descent and char- | 
| 
| 


l 
Point. 
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and temperament and to all those other qualities which go to 

a good soldier, and which are outside of mere scholastic ac- | 
tness in which he must have besides to get into the | 
~ademy, aud Which fitness the military authorities will ascertain and | 
en re without any reference to the result of your competitive ex- 

vmipation.” “If you do that” he continued “you will get a better 

yaa men than you will under the system of competitive examina- 

hae? I then asked him what was the judgment of other Army ofli- 

cers on this question and he replied that so far as his observation 

went he thought they were beginning to feel that the competitive 

examination system had not worked well and that as a rule a better 

class of nen had been admitted before the system was adopted. 

“Now, 1 do not mean, Mr. Chairman, to say the position this gentle- 

man took was the right one, but I state his views that the committee 

may see there is something to be said worth consideration on that 

side of the question as well as on the side of the recommendation of the 
Committee on Appropriations. It seems to me, then, we ought to leave 
the law as to this matter as it is now; that is, to leave the authori- 
ties of the Military Academy to impose whatever restrictions upon 
admission to the Academy they may deem proper and necessary, leav- 
ing it to them to adopt the best system of examination according to 
their judgment, and then, if notwithstanding their scrutiny an in- 
competent or unworthy young man gets Into the Academy leave the 
vacancy created by his removal to be again filled; not punish the peo- 
ple of the district by the unfortunate selection made for them by 
continuing a vacancy for the residue of the four-year term, nor 
seek to maintain a school only half or two-thirds full. 

Ido not mean by anything I have said to condemn the practice of 
competitive examination for nominations to the Military Academy, 
nor even to discourage it. All I claim is that it is not so certain—since 
the candidate selected must immediately after pass through a simi- 
lar but independent examination conducted by the military authori- 
ties—that it is the only good method of selecting a candidate that we 
ought to punish the district in which it is not adopted as this section 
proposes. For that is the reason for this section assigned by the 
gentleman from Kentucky in reporting the bill. Indeed, if it were 
certain that candidates should be selected for noraination only by 
preliminary competitive examination, then I contend we should se- 
cure that examination by providing directly for it, and not by a cir- 
cuitous and punitory section like this. 

As regards the other section under discussion, Mr. Chairman, that 
absolutely forbidding the appointment of civilians to the Army, I 
am opposed to that section also, because it takes away entirely the 
diseretion now vested in the President and Secretary of War, a dis- 
cretion which I think they might well be allowed to retain. It is 
true the bill provides for nothing more than has, I understand, been 
the rule in the War Department for years past. It has, I believe, 
been the settled rule there not to appoint officers to the Army from 
civil life so long as any of those educated at West Point remained 
unassigned to any duty. But this rule still left it so that when an 
exceptional case was presented the President m‘ght take it into con- 
sideration, and if he saw fit exercise the discretion reposed in him. 
And there are exceptional cases when it seems to me the discretion 
should be left to him to be exercised. I have a case in my mind 
now that seems to me to be of that class. Itis the case of a young man, 
the son of a gentleman most prominent in the republican party, and 
in its early days its chosen candidate for President, a gentleman who 
served his country with distinction, first as a pioneer on the Pacific 
coast and afterward in the Army. On his mother’s side this young 
wan is the son of a woman whose acquirements have made her an 
orhament to society wherever she is known, and who is the famous 
daughterof one of the most distinguished democrats who ever graced 
this Hall and that at the other end of the Capital. This young man, 
thus allied to two generations of patriotic and most distinguished 
citizens, entered West Point, and was serving there creditably. At 
the second inauguration of President Graut he was required to be on 
duty during that bitter cold day so many of us remember, and con- 
tracted an illness from expésure then which compelled him to resign 
trom theacademy. By birth, by education, by natural fitness, he was 
especially fitted to oceupy the position of a cavalry officer in the 
Army,and after recovering his health applied to be appointed a second 
lieutenant; ane yet, under the provision proposed by this section, he 
will be prevented from entering the Army at all. As the provision 
. eee exception, if it becomes a law it will cut off all exercise 
by the F. resident of any discretion whatever. For these reasons I 
in ined to think these two sections of the bill ought not to pre- 
—_ word now upon the point of the excessive number of officers 

our Army suggested by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
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CLYMER.] He says that we have ten or twelve majors to every regi- 
ment. Now we all know that is a very unnecessary number of majors 
for any regiment. But for all that I hope we are not to be asked to 
make the Army large enough to furnish a full command for all the 
ofiicers in it? Most fortunately, sir, this country is widely separated 
by great seas from the other great nations of the world and protected 
by the oceans on either shore can securely get on without a great 
standing Army. But while thus secure, it seems a wise provision 
nevertheless that year after year we should educate a class of young 
men so as to fit them for command in time ot war. As the gentleman 
from Massachusetis [Mr. BuTLER] gaid, great wars do not come gen- 
erally but once in a generation, and the generation which has once 
witnessed, as ours has done, the horrors and the losses of a great war, is 
wisely reluctant to go through them again. But other generations 
will come on with the restraint of no such experience. At any rate 
this nation cannot hope altogether to escape the necessity of taking 
up arms at some time, and it seems therefore wise in a great country 
like this liable at some period to be engaged in a great war, that we 
should maintain some condition of preparation for war; and by edu- 
cating young men for the position of oflicers in the Army we do this 
with far less expense than by keeping up a great standing Army, 
and do it without any danger to the liberties of the people. It is a 
system that has worked well with the country heretofore. At the 
beginning of the late war we had but a small Army, but we had a 
disproportionate number of educated officers and we found them 
most useful then. Is there any gentleman in view of that experi- 
ence who would be willing to cut down the number of officers to be 
educated at West Point—ofiicers who will constitute the nucleus with 
which to form a great Army should one hereafter become necessary. 

In my judgment, sir, while it would not be wise nor proper to in- 
crease the number of enlisted men in the Army, we should go on, as 
we have wisely done in the past, educating young men at West Point 
to be officers, however disproportiored their number may be to the 
number of enlisted men in the Army. It is, as I think, alike the 
best, the cheapest, and the safest way of maintaining the means of 
creating, When necessary, a great army, while avoiding the expense 
and burden and danger to free institutions which a great standing 
army involves. 

Mr. CLYMER. 
Georgia. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I have not risen for the purpose of 
discussing the merits of this bill. My opinion is it will be mach 
more intelligently discussed when we reach the five-minutes debate. 
I have risen simply for the purpose of replying to certain suggestions 
made from time to time in the way of attack upon the Committee on 
Appropriations. So far as I am concerned individually and so far as 
the members of the Committee on Appropriations are concerned, we 
are not jealous of the subjects which may be considered by other 
committees. If gentlemen were correct in this, then we would be 
only belittling ourselves and be deserving of the contempt of the 
House and of the country. 

We are told, too, that we are absorbing the business of other com- 
mittees. How has this been accomplished? Under what rule are 
we proceeding and what is the purpose of the committee? Why, 
sir, it was simply because we found for many years in every Depart- 
ment of this Government there had been waste, extravagance, dis- 
honesty, and that we could not, unless we attached reform to the 
appropriation bills, compe! their consideration at the other end of 
the Capitol. Why, sir, for many, many years since the war this ex- 
travagance continued, and continued until seeing the handwriting 
on the wall during the Fort y-third Congress certain reductions were 
made amounting to $29,000,000. 

And great credit was claimed for that. They had waited until the 
elections had indicated the popular alarm before this was done. The 
Forty-fourth Congress assembled and adopted this rule, and under 
it, and under it alone, by taking matters connected with the Army, 
by taking matters from the Committee on Indian Affairs and various 
other committees, where reforms were needed, and ingrafting them 
upon appropriation bills, they were enabled to come into this House 
and propose reductions amounting to $40,000,000. When you come, 
sir, to consider the bankruptcies in this land; when you come to con- 
sider the hundreds of thousands of tramps treading from one end of 
our territory to the other; when you come to consider the paralysis 
of business; when you come to consider the popular discontent, in- 
voking the Army of the United States to preserve the peace and the 
honor of the country, can these gentlemen not see in this House and 
in this committee something broader, something grander, something 
more attractive than mere talk about the Committee on Appropria- 
tions attempting to absorb the business of this House ? 

What, sir, was the opinion of the last House? Attacks were made. 
They came from the other side daily and hourly. The attempt was 
made to infect this side of the House with a feeling of jealousy, and 
thereby to thwart the lofty purposes we had of meeting the demands 

| of a distressed people for relief. But thanks to the public spirit of 
the Forty-fourth Congress, true to the instinets of reform which 
brought them here, true to the people whom they represented, they 
hurled back the efforts to excite their jealousy, and man to man they 
stood by that committee under these assaults—assaults amounting 
even to insults—and by so doing they made the reductions which 
have been made. 1 do not wonder, sir, that gentlemen on the other 


I yield five minutes now to the gentleman from 
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side of the House are continually attempting to excite that feeling 
now which they attempted to excite before. The majority of this 
House on this side is small. The bope of gentlemen on the other side 
is by strategy to accomplish what they could not accomplish at the 
polls: the defeat of the popular will. And it remains for this side of 
the House to make its record whether or not they are to be diverted 
from their purposes and from the record made by the Forty-fourth 
Congress. This is all, sir. 

I regret very much that the gentleman fpom Wisconsin [ Mr. BRaGG] 
should have seen fit to join in the ery against the Committee on Ap- 
propriations. The time will come, if we cannot rise above concep- 
tions of petty jealousy, when not d single committee of this Hlouse 
will be supported in what it proposes to do. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CLYMER. How much time have I left? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has eighteen minutes of his hour 
remaining. 

Mr. CLYMER. I extend the time of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman will understand that debate is not 
limited. 

Mr. CLYMER. I do not wish to limit the gentleman. 

Mr. BLOUNT. It may be by the help of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin, in making a little fight as to what committee shal] consider 


this or that subject, and by gaining some followers, for it does not | 
take many, to turn us over to the enemy now; and gentlemen on the | 


other side may by this means bring us to the point where not a single 
committee can rally around it this side of the House for the purpose 
of enacting any measure in the interest of economy and the interest of 
benefiting the publie service. Sir, there is no need of concealing it. 
Gentlemen understand on both sides of the House why this rule was 
adopted ; and it is a question now whether we propose to abandon it 
or Whether we propose by a technicality to prevent the success of 
reforms by ingrafting it on appropriation bills. Sir, the gentleman 
will find before he gets through that the Committee on Appropria- 
tions in dealing with these questions have invariably availed them- 
selves of the advantage of the opinions of other committees. In re- 


yard to the Army bill and the various other important bills, the gen- | 


tleman will find himself and other members of the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs deferred to and in all probability their recommendations | 
adopted. It is no worthy effort, sir, to get possession of this or that | 


subject, but it is a high effort to reduce the expenditures of this Goy- 
erninent, 

The gentleman from Wisconsin refers to the professors and asks 
why it was we did not attempt to cut down the professors, why we 
left them alone with their high salaries and made an effort in rela- 
tion to the cadets. 

Mr. Chairman, you can well remember, having been a member of 
the last House, how this whole matter was fought over in this com- 
mittee, how the reductions * 90k place, and how we failed by obstruc- 
tions at the other end of the Capitol. The committee have not 
seen fit in every instance to renew this fight. They can well under- 
stand that there is some discontent like that of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, and the existence of that feeling disarms them of their 
power to do this and many other things. We cannot hope for that 
measure of success which we had when we had a full working 
majority. 

Now, sir, I do trust, when the gentleman is so enraged at the Appro- 
priations Committee, that he will at least have consideration enough 
for this side of the House to come and whisper to them what his dis- 
content is and thereby give them an opportunity to consider his sug- 
gestions, rather than wait and spring upon us upon this floor like an 
enemy. This, sir, is the character of these attacks. We are open to 
them. In reference to every matter of reform we have trenched 
perhaps on the duties of some other committee, but I undertake to 
say there are more bills reported back from the Committee on Appro- 
priations with the request that they may be relieved from their fur- 
ther consideration than from any other committee in this House. 
Leing the money committee there are efforts to send to it claims and 
all manner of things which we have avoided. 

During the last Congress we were nearly overcome here because 
we refused to entertain certain appropriations from the Treasury 
Department amounting to $500,000. We brought it back into the 
House and it was fought bitterly by members on this side as well as 
upon the other side of the House. Gentlemen say that these reduc- 
tions by the Committee of Appropriations are without proper know!]- 
edge of such matters, but intormation that has come to the Commit- 
tee of Appropriations at this session proves that claim to have been 
without foundation. And so, whenever there is an attempt on our 
part to get rid of business that does not come legitimately before us, 
we are taunted on the other side. I do hope and trust that these 
attacks made upon the committee will rest upon some better ground 
than has been presented so far. 

Mr. BEEBE rose. 

Mr.CLYMER. I will yield to the gentleman from New York a por- 
tion of my time. 

Mr. BEEBE. This institution is in my own district, and I prefer 
to speak in my own time in regard to this appropriation for it. 

Mr. CLYMER. Then I surrender the rest of my time. 

Mr. BEEBE. I very much regret that my esteemed friend from 
Georgia, (Mr. BLOUNT,] a member of the Committee on Appropria- 
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tions, manifests so much sensitiveness as to differences of Opinion wis 
reference to reports from that committee. Now, I have profound .. 
spect for that gentleman and for the other gentlemen composi “cing 
Committee on Appropriations. I have great respect for their i, : 
ment, and I know they are laboring with a sincere and earnest i = 
to reduce the expenses of the Government in all legitimate ote 
But during the last Congress I found occasion, as did other mem)... 
| upon thisside of the House, frequently to differ fromthe results brone : 
before us in the shape of bills and reports from various com)it;.,. 
| I remember that in one notable case, when a very important matt, 
was brought up, although there was then a democratic majority a 
seventy, the report of the majority of the committee was defeates 
Now, it is no disrespect to a committee nor to the members of it 
the House does not concur in their reports. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I hope the gentleman will allow me to interrny: 
him. I do not object to the House differing with the Committes,, 
Appropriations at all; but when an assault is made upon that com. 
mittee I hope it will be made upon the merits of the measure reported 
by the committee instead of by the insidious attack asserting tha; 
that committee is absorbing the duties which belong to other com. 
mittees. 
Mr. BEEBE. Let it be distinctly understood in what I may gay 
that I have no design or desire to reflect upon the Committee = 
Appropriations. I find before this House for its consideration tho 
pending bill, and Iam naturally led to examine the provisions of 
the bill. I find it contains many provisions that meet my heariy 
concurrence and others in which I cannot conenr. ; ; 
Now, sir, Iam one of those who believe in West Point Academy. 
I would not care if the Government had several such institutions: 
but I would limit them in their expenditures to the lowest possible 
sum and pursue the plan suggested by the gentleman from Massa. 
| chusetts [Mr. BUTLER] and approved by my honored colleague from 
| New York, [Mr. Potrer.] I would have the gentlemen wel! edu. 
cated at this institution and, after graduating, would have them go 
out into the country, not relieved entirely from the military depart- 
ment of the Government, to work in the various walks of life, but 
under obligation to report from time to time their places of residence 


i 


| to the Secretary of War, so that if occasion called for it we wo 
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have a sufficient number of officers ready to discipline and command 
a large army of troops. 

But, sir, I would not have such institutions managed as this one 
at West Point is. I do not believe there is any necessity for sey- 
enty-eight professors and teachers, as is the case at West Point, to 
instruct three hundred students. I do not believe that every four 
| cadets need an instructor. I believe you could divide this instruct- 
| ing force so as to furnish two or three institutions with professors 
and do just as great or greater benefit than is now rendered at this 
institution as it is at present managed. 

Now, why is it that there are seventy-eight instructors there, one to 
every four to be taught ? Does the same proportion hold in any « 
lege in this country? I take it that it does not. The Committee on 
Appropriations or any other committee cannot find any educational 
institution in the civilized world that has that proportion of teachers 
to the number of students. 

Mr. HAZELTON. Who would determine the number of professors 
at West Point? 

Mr. BEEBE. I suppose that the Congress of the United States or 
the regulations of the War Department could fix the number of pro- 
fessors. Sir, there are other matters in this institution to which | 
object, and I do it in all kindness, because whatever local benetit 
there is inuring to the community in which the institution is located 
comes to my own constituents; but I do not believe that the pro- 
fessors detailed from the Army for service at West Point should re- 
ceive additional pay, as I find here provided in this bill, as follows: 





For pay of one instructor of practical military engineering, in addition to ps 
first lieutenant, $900. 5 
For pay of one instructor of ordnance and science of gunnery, in addition to pay 
as first lieutenant, $900. ; 
For pay of cight assistant professors, in addition to pay as first lieutenants 
4,000. 


For pay of three instructors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry tactics, in acc 
tion to pay as first lieutenants, $1,500. ; 

For pay of four assistant instructors of tactics, commanding companies, in alu 
tion to pay as second lieutenants, $2,400. 
For pay of adjutant, in addition to pay as first lieutenant, $300 


Now, what is the law in regard to the pay of a first lieutenant ? He 
receives $1,500 a year if he is not mounted and $1,600 if he is mouvted 
If he has been in service five years he receives 10 per cent. additional ; 
if he has been in the service ten years, 20 per cent. additiona’. Nov, 
let us give this question a little practical, attention. I say that the 
officers who are upon the frontier service should receive as much ps) 
or more than those who occupy these positions at West Point. If you 
will look at the schedule of officers upon the roll at West Point, ol 
tailed for duty there, you will find it not infrequently the case that 
a professor has been in service but three years, while au assistan' 
professor has been in service eight or ten years. — It is said in expla- 
nation of this that perhaps the professor has evinced great aptues 
for the line of instruction to which he has been assigned. a 
good ; if that be sv, then let me ask gentlemen who suggest this » 
ditional pay for the professor, if it costs that young oflicer, ho _ 
haps has not been in service more than two or three years, avy more 












at West Point than it costs the assistant professor who has | 
service for perhaps ten years. If not, whete is the justice or | 

riety in poring She sum of $900 additional to the junior officer 
thus detailed? Is his service as arduous, is it as dangerous, is it beset 
with as many hardships, are there as many privations attending it | 
as is the case with the officer in actual service on the frontier? I 
wy if there is to be any additional pay it should be given to that 
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oficer Who is upon the frontier in constant service, exposed to danger, 
exposed to the inclemency of the weather, exposed in every way to 


those dangers and discomforts which an officer bas to encounter who 
js upon the frontier engaged in the defense of pioneers against hos- 
savages. : 
7 obic ct to all this class of items which proposes to give additional 
pay to the oflicers detailed for service at West Point. Is it any more* 
exp psive for an officer to live at W est Point than it is for any one | 
of my constituentsimmediately inthe neighborhood? OrangeCounty 
is not a very expensive place to live in. Iam told that it is near 
New York City. Granted; youcan purchase everything at New York 
that enters into the consumption of a family certainly much cheaper 
than you can anywhere else. Except in the single matter of rent, 
New York City is one of the cheapest places in the United States to | 
ve in. 
’ Now, if you furnish buildings, quarters, &c., to these officers—and | 
you will find in this bill provision made for these officers, even down 
to the carpeting for officers’ quarters—if you furnish all these items, 
then why cannot an officer live as cheaply at West Point as he can 
apywhere else ? 

Again, I object to another thing. Ido not believe that we ought 
to teach these young gentlemen dancing or singing at the expense of | 
the Government of the United States. If my friends of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations will bear with me kindly for a moment I 
will ask why, with all their boasted spirit of economy, with all their 


labor and industry in that direction, it was found necessary to pay | 
more now toa professor to edueate these cadets in West Point in | 


music than it was two years ago? By the provisions of this bill 


the pay of the teacher of music is fixed at $1,080 a year; two years | 


ago you paid him $900. Why is it proposed to raise his pay now to 
¢1,0n0 a year? Are the cadets to be made to sing any more sweetly ? 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. 
music for instruction of the band. 

Mr. BEEBE. Oh, no; I take it it is not for that. This bill appro- 
priates for the pay of the Military Academy band the sum of $5,990 ; 
that is an item by itself. If it be to instruct the band, then I say let 
us have a band already instructed. It certainly is not for the leader 
of the band. When an objection was made to this item I understood 
from a member of the Committee on Appropriations that it was for 
the instruction of the cadets in the way of recreation for them. 
Whether that be so or not, I say there is no necessity for any such 
increased expenditure. If $900 was enough to teach music two years 
ago, or to teach the band even, which was made so classic by my 
friend from Illinois [Mr. HARRISON] some years since, then $1,080 is 
too much now. 

There are other objections to this bill. 


PotrER}]—I do not believe that where a cadet has failed to pass his 
examination and enter West Point his district should lose the ben- 
elit of the cadetship. I, in common with every other member of this 


House who has had occasion to nominate or to suggest a nomination | 
for appointment at West Point, received from the Secretary of War | 


a circular advising the adoption of the competitive examination sys- 
tem. I did as so advised, but I believe that that system was objec- 
tionable in many respects. 
of the opinion that it is not free from objections. 


Let me suggest one thing. When a boy who has had no advantages, 


who has educated himself, who is seventeen years of age, which is 
the minimum age, enters a class at West Point and comes in contact 
with graduates from Princeton, from Harvard, from Yale, or from 
any one of the leading educational institutions of the country, such 
graduate being perhaps twenty-two years of age, what chance has 
that poor boy ? T beliove this whole matter has advantages and dis- 
advantages to be considered carefully and calmly. 

I believe each district should have at least one appointment in the 
Military Academy at West Point. But I believe this country will 
find it a rather expensive proceeding, unless they guard that institu- 
hon against the efforts at snobbery and aristocracy which are very 
‘pt to spring up there. A colleague of mine named as the successful 
candidate in a competitive examination a young colored man who 
Was thereupon appointed as a cadet from his district to West Point. 
That cadet complained that he was ill-treated by the other cadets. 
He said the officers of the Academy behaved well toward him, but 
on account of the ill-treatment of the other cadets he was driven to 


send in his resignation, or rather to accept a failure in the January | 


examination, although he could have passed, because he could not 


fight against the incipient snobbery and aristocracy there. Let us | 
send these young gentlemen to West Point as the average citizen | 
Let us give them what is necessary for their | 


sends his son to school. 
health, what is requisite 
essential to the 


Let the 


req for the improvement of their intellects and 
Ir instruction ; but let us give them nothing more. 
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| itely furloughed, with the understanding that in case the country 


| sideration the bill (H. R. No. 2507) making appropriations for the 


| bill be closed in one minute. 


| fornia. 


Perhaps it is to teach instrumental | 


| tion be read. 


I do not believe, and in this | 
Tam happy again to be in accord with my colleague from the West- | 
chester district, immediately across the river from West Point, [ Mr. 


I have watched its operations, and am | 


m understand that West Point is not a place for pleasure, but | 
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a place for study. Let the institution be restricted in this way, and 
then let us have as many cadets as the interests of the country, 
present and future, may require. Itis not necessary that every cadet 
graduating at West Point should be retained inthe Army. Let snch 
of those who graduate most creditably, as are needed, be retained in 
the service, and let such as are not needed be discharged or indefin- 








shall at any time need their services they will be required to respond 
to its call. 

Mr. CHALMERS. 
closing debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under con- 






I move the committee rise for the purpose of 









support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1579, and for other purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. DURHAM. I move the House resolve itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and pending that motion 
I move that all general debate in committee on the Military Academy 
I hope the House will consent to this 
80 we may close the genera) debate, and then I will move to come 
back into the House again. 

CALIFORNIA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I rise to a question of privilege. I am 
directed by the Committee of Elections to submit a report on the con- 
tested-election case from the fourth district of the State of California, 
and I give notice that I will call it up for consideration and action 
on next Tuesday. 1 now ask that the resolutions accompanying the 
report be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is not entitled to a seat in this House as Repre- 
rentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of Cali 
fornia. 

Resolved, That Peter D. Wigginton is entitled to a eeat in this House as Repre- 
® ntative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional districtof Cali 


















Mr. WAIT. I beg leave to submit the views of the minority of the 
Committee of Elections on the same subject, and ask that the resolu- 







The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is entitled to a seat in this House as Repre- 
sentative from the fourth congressionat d:strict of California 

Resolved, That Peter D. Wigginton is nt entitled to a seat in the Forty-tifth 
Congress from the fourth congressional district of California. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I move that the report of the commit- 
tee and the views of the minority be printed and laid on the table, 
to be taken up for consideration on Tuesday next. 

Tbs motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In this connection I wish to present a separate 
opinion, signed by inyself, in reference to the vote in Monterey 
County and to the voters mentioned in the report of the majority. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman sign the majority report? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I did; but I find the contestant has received 
two more votes in Monterey County than the majority concede to 
him, and I wish to give my reasons for that opinion. I move it be 
printed with the majority and minority reports. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. DURHAM. I now move to go into committee, and pending 
that motion I move all general debate be closed in one minute. 

Mr. PAGE. And pending that I move the House adjourn. 

Mr. DURHAM. I hope the gentleman will withdraw that motion 
till we can close debate in committee on the Military Academy bill. 

Mr. PAGE. I withdraw my motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. It is not necessary to go into committee to close 
general debate. 

Mr. DURHAM. Then I will only move that all general debate in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union be closed on 
the Military Academy bill in one minute after its consideration shall 
be resumed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DURHAM moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION, 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found truly enrolled a joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 85) extending the thanks of Congress to Henry M. Stanley ; when 
the Speaker signed the same. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. BUNDY, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of absence 
for four days, on account of important business. 

FILLING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair announces the following appointments 
on committees authorized by the House to have additional menibers: 

Mr. TURNER, on Expenditures in the State Department ; 
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Mr. Bunpy, on Expenditures in the State Department; 

Mr. PripeEMorE, on Expenditures in the Navy Department; 

Mr. WILLiaMs, of Oregon, on Expenditures in the Navy Department; 

Mr. CLark, of Missouri, on Expenditures in the Post-Oftice Depart- 
ment ; 

Mr. McKINLEY, on Expenditures in the Post-Office Department ; 

Mr. Dickey, on Expenditures in the War Department ; 

Mr. REED, on Expenditures in the War Department ; 

Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, on Expenditures in the Interior De- 
partment; 

Mr. Pounp, on Expenditures in the Interior Department. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, (at four 
o’clock and thirty-six minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of merchants of New York, fora 
reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the 
Committee of “Vays and Means. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: Fifteen petitions from citizens of Franklin, 
Shelby, Henry and Scott Counties, Kentucky, for the passage of the 
Texas Pacific Railway bill—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of J. 8. Atherton and other citizens of 
Knox and Stark Counties, Illinois, for the remonetization of silver— 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

by Mr. BREWER: The petitions of W. M. Stitson and 42 other 
citizens of Unadilla, Michigan, and of E. Waite and 35 other citizens 
of Pentonville, Michigan, against reduciug the duty on foreign wool— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of workingmen of Fulton, Mli- 
nois, against reducing duties which protect their labor—to the same 
committes, 

By Mr. CAIN: The petition of druggists and manufacturers of 
Charleston, South Carolina, for a reduction of the tax op spirits—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of New York merchants, for 
a reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey: The petition of William G. Cum- 
mins and other dealers in tobacco and cigars, for a drawback in case 
au act is passed reducing the tax on manufactured tobaccoand cigars— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Missouri: The petition of citizensof SalineCounty, 
Missouri, for an appropriation for the improvement of the Missouri 
River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky: Five petitions of citizensof Bracken 
County, Kentucky, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Also, two petitions of M. M. Mathews and others, of Sharpsburgh, 
Kentacky, that tariff duties which protect labor remain unchanged— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. CONGER: Papers relating to the claim of Mary Locke— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. COX, of Ohio: The petition of dealers in manufactured to- 
bacco, at Toledo, Ohio, for an allowance of drawback—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: The petition of Henry Galt and 47 other citi- 
zens of Cedar Keys, Florida, for an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Cedar Keys—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, memorial of the Legislature of Florida, for the erection of a 
light-house at Punta Rassa, Monroe County, Florida—to the same 
committee, 

By Mr. DENISON: The petition of merchants of New York, for a 
reduction in the rates of duty on importation of linen goods—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Pennsylvania: Three petitionsof workingmen 
of Richland, Pottstown, and Shohacken, Pennsylvania, against any 
reduction of duties which protect their labor, and against the reim- 
position of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of citizens of Ashtabula County, 
Ohio, that a pension be granted to Moses D. Willsey—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HARMER: Four petitions of workingmen, of Philadelphia, 
against the reduction of duties which protect their labor and against 
the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: Resolutions of the Three States Tobacco As- 
sociation, of Cairo, Illinois, favoring a reduction of the tobacco tax— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. HENRY: The pone of Mallalien & Bros., manufacturers, 
at Millington, Maryland, that tariff duties remain unchanged until 
thoroughly investigated—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of William Homer, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: Joint resolutions of the Legislature of Wis- 
consin, favoring the construction of a light-house and fog-signal on 
Stannard Rock, Lake Superior, and the construction of a light-house 


at the mouth of the harbor of Menominee, Wisconsin—to th. ¢,, 
mittee on Commerce. - 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of Samue 
well—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of merchants of New Yo) 
reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LEONARD: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of 
George Baldey—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MACKEY: Papers relating to the claim of John C. Me(oy. 
nell—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of W. W. Halls, Walter Warman 
and other citizens of Dayton, Ohio, for the reduction of the tay 9; 
tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and Means. ; 

Also, the petition of Dr. Manning, E. B. Shultz, and other citizens 
of Montgomery County, Ohio, against the reduction of the tariff ang 
against the imposition of duties on tea or coffee—to the same coy). 
mittee, 

By Mr. MORRISON : The petition of Henry Huhn and other citizens 
of Bellville, Illinois, for the encouragement of rifle-practice—to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of Captain John D. Yerkes, for ay 
increase of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: The petition of P. Hayden and other manufaet- 
urers, at Newark, New Jersey, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of N. H. Clark and 33 other citizens 
and workingmen of Middletown, Connecticut, against any reduction 
of the tariff that will affect their labor and against any duty on tea 
and coffee—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: Papers relating to the claim of Nicholas J 
Bigley—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Papers relating to the claim of Elisha £, 
Rice—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. STARIN: The petition of Stewart & Carmichael, and 91 
others, against reducing the duty on flaxseed and linseed-oil—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the pension claims of Nancy 
Franklin, Daniel E. Freeman, William A. Henderson, Anson B. Sams, 
and Wiley G. Woodey—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of E. N. Horsford for an ex- 
tension of a patent—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. VAN VORHES: Papers relating to the petition of John 
W. McGhee for the removal of the charge of desertion—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WALSH: The petition of Nancy M. Baird, of Cumberland 
Maryland, for the removal of her political disabilities—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York: The petitions of M. J. Smith, 
W. G. Cady, and other citizens of Clintonville, New York ; and of J 
H. Signor, Simeon Washburn, and other citizens of Saranac, New 
York, against any change in the tariff laws—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Also, the petitions of John H. Lunt; of Henry M. Renell; of W.C 
Watson and 13 others; of George Dunham and 50 others, citizens of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for an amendment of the pension laws— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of W. C. Heall and 
other citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, for the passage of the Texas 
Pacific Railroad bill—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Nay, for relief—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, February 1, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. I desire to make a motion that when the 
House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday next; and in 
covnection with this I ask the House to indulge me for one moment 
while I make a single remark. I am induced to offer this motion be- 
cause at the instance of the Committee on Naval Affairs the torpedo 
boat Alarm will go down the river with the view of certain exper!- 
ments being made with torpedoes, and it is the desire of that vom 
mittee as well as the Secretary of the Navy that as many members 
of the House as possible should go on that trip, the Secretar) and the 
committee having agreed that in the future of naval warfare this 
element of destruction or of safety will form a most important mat 
ter for consideration. I hope the House will agree to the motion. ' 

The question being put, the Speaker stated that in the opinion 0 
the Chair the “ ayes” had it. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I ask for a division. - 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 129, noes 26. 
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So the motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. WHIT THORNE moved to reconsider the vote by which the | 


motion was agreed 60 ; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
DEPOSITS OF SAVINGS IN A POPULAR LOAN. 


Mr. PHILLIPS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
», 2006) to promote the deposit of savings in a popular loan, and to 
" 0 ide ° 
ee y: which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 
JOHN H. CHILDS. 


| sent these charges to the House. 


107 


I should be false to myself and false to the duty that I owe to th. 
House if I refused to accede to the request made and decline to pre- 
In addition to the sworn state- 


| ments made there are two others which I hold in my hand, but which 


for funding national debts in home bonds convertible into | 


I will not send to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to inquire what the gentleman 
desires to do in relation to the question of privilege. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. J desire to present certain statements 
and also to have read certain aflidavits, and I will follow that up by 
the submission of a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Is it a past or present officer of the House to 


| whom the gentleman’s resolution refers ? 


Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 


No, 2007) for the relief of John H. Childs, of Lexington, in the State 
of Kentucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

W. C. YOUNG, SR. 

Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 2908) for the relief of W. C. Young, senior, of Lexington, 
in the State of Kentucky ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


LAFAYETTE ARDERY. 


Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 2909) for the relief of Lafayette Ardery, of Paris, Ken- 


| by law. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. A present officer. The first document 
which I hold in my hand, and which I shall not ask to have read, is a 
statement showing that the officer to whom I refer has placed upon the 
rolls of the House sixty-three men in excess of the number authorized 
I have their names here upon this paper with the rate of 


| wages they were entitled to provided that they had been authorized 
| to be employed. 


tucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


J. W. LOUTH. 
Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 2910) for the relief of J. W. Louth, of Frankford, Ken- 
tucky: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
NEAL LARY. 
Mr. BLACKBURN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 2911) for the relief of Neal Lary, of Paris, in the State of 
Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
W. W. NESTLE. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 2012) for the relief of William W. Nestle, of Gratiot County, 


| existing committee of the House. 


Mr. WADDELL. Will the gentleman have that paper read so that 
the House can judge of it? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have no objection to this being read ; 
but as it is only a statement containing the names of sixty-three 
men employed by the Doorkeeper of the House in excess of the num- 
ber authorized by law, I do not care to take up the time of the House. 

Mr. WADDELL. I hope the gentleman will not object to having 
it read. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 
it read. 

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to submit to the gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. BAKER] who proposes to make this movement, if it would not 
be better that a resolution be introduced raising a committee to in- 
vestigate this matter, or that his resolution be referred to any proper 
It is suggested by gentlemen all 


Not at all, if the House desires to hear 


| around me that if the papers are read in the House they will go to 


| been investigated and reported on by a committee 
| not desire to be misunderstood. 


the country and probably or possibly make at least an improper im- 
pression upon the country, and in justice to the party to be investi- 
gated these charges ought not to go to the country until they have 
Now sir, I do 
I have no objection to an investi- 


| gation of these charges; but it strikes me that that is the best mode 


Michigan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the | 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
CATHARINE ITZENHOUSER. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH also, by un:nimous consent, introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 2913) for the relief of Catharine Itzenhouser, of Montcalm 
County, Michigan; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask unanimons consent that the 
States be called for the introduction of bills for reference. 

Mr. MILLS. Lobject. This is private-bill day, and I hope it will 
be devoted to private business. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This is private-bill day and objection day. 


: I can- 
not yield for other business, and at the 


roper time will make the 


on the Private Calendar. 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand the gentleman from 


Tennessee [Mr. BriGut] to demand the regular order ? 
Mr. MILLS. 
the regular order, 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas demands the regular 


from committees of bills of a private character. 


CHARGES AGAINST THE DOORKEEPER. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I rise to a question of privilege. A few 
days since a gentleman well known to me, a former officer of this 
House, presented certain statements in writing which, if true, in 
volved charges of grave if not of criminal dereliction of duty on the 
part of an officer of this House. 


desired that I should, these papers, in consequence of the fact that I 


| to a past or present employé of the House. 


of proceeding, and that the resolution and the accompanying papers 
be referred to the proper committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was in some doubt, and hence he in- 
quired of the gentleman whether this question of privilege related 
The decisions of the 


| House run to this extent, that the alleged misconduct of a present 


employé or officer of the House constitutes a question of privilege. 
Mr. HUNTON. f never doubted that fact, but I think that the 


| fairest mode of investigating these charges would be to have the 
| whole matter referred to the proper committee, with all the papers 
| in the case. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. In volume 4, part 4, of the CONGREs- 
SIONAL RECORD, in the case of Fitzhugh, this whole question was 
fully discussed. I desire to say that I used every effort to avoid 
being the instrument of bringing this matter before the House that 
I could in justice to my own sense of what was right and proper. I 


| had no feeling of ill-will toward the Doorkeeper of this House, a gen- 
motion that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole | 


tleman with whom I am not acquainted. In making so grave an in- 


| quiry as that I propose to make in the resolution I sent to the Clerk’s 
| desk, J feel it my duty as a member of this House, and the country 


| will understand it, and I want it so understvod by the country, that, 
If the gentleman from Tennessee does not, I demand | 


having opposed the investigation of men by wholesale and without 
any definite charge being made, I have acted in this matter consist- 


| ently and as I thought proper on the oaths before me, constraining me 
order, which is the announcement of the morning hour for reports | 


to this course, and that this matter should be presented to the House 


| and to the country. 


I refused to entertain, as it was | 


did not believe that any member of this House ought to be a party | 


to the dissemination of any charges affecting 
this House or any citizen of the country ant 


(uiry made to be credible and reliable men. The gentleman went 
away and I supposed the matter would there drop. 


either the officers of | 
ess the charges were | 


proved on oath and unless the affiants should be ascertained on in- | committee shall inquire whether the office of Doorkeeper ought not 


On the day before yesterday, however, that gentleman returned | 


with certain sworn 


this House should bring the matter to the attention of the House. I 


said to him that Icould not even then consent to do it unless he | 


could give me reference so that an inquiry might me made and I 
might be able to ascertain whether or not the gentlemen who had 
a to the affidavits were probably truthful and reliable. Since 
Vs n I have made such inquiry, and as the result of it I am persuaded 
an these affidavits are made by men who are entitled to credit when 

“ir statements are made upon oath. In that condition I felt that 


statements and requested that I as a member of | 


If these charges are untrue, definite and specific as they are—if 
they are untrue, the vindication of the gentleman, and I hope he will 
be able to vindicate himself, will be more clear and triumphant if 
he succeeds in disproving the charges that are alleged in these affi- 
davits. I do not wish to delay the time of the House by the reading 
of these names and of the amount of wages paid to those who were 
put upon the roll in excess of the number provided by law. All that 
[ desired to have read was thesworn statement making specific charges 
which I propose to follow up bya resolution reciting the charges 
and then asking that the whole question may be referred to a com- 
mittee for the purpose of investigation. I propose, also, that the 


to be abolished, and the duties confided to some other officer of the 
House ; but that is a question which I will not enter upon now. 

Mr. SPARKS. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] has ex- 
hibited a great desire to be kept out of this matter ; he seems to re- 


| gard it as compulsory upon him, and he wants to parade some afli- 


| keep out of it. 


davits before the House; but he bas made every effort possible to 
Now, sir, I do not know precisely what the gentleman 
is driving at. If there is any officer of this House—— 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I believe I have the floor. 
Mr. SPARKS. The Chair recognized me 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have not yielded the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman had better submit his resolution, 
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Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I will do that, and then send up the 
aflidavits and have them read; after which I will yield to any gen- 
tleman who desires to make any inquiry. 

Mr. SPARKS. I was recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I was on the floor. 

Mr. SPARKS. The gentleman was on the floor, but he quit talk- 
ing and the Speaker recognized me. 

The SPEAKER. There is no occasion for any controversy in regard 
to the right to the floor. The Chair simply suggested that the reso- 
lution should be offered as a basis of consideration and perhaps of 
action. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I offer the resolution which I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas it is alleged that John W. Polk, the Doorkeeper of the House, has em- 


ployed sixty-three persons in the service of the House in excess of the number 
authorized by law ; and 


Whereas it is alleged that men have been employed by said Doorkeeper who 
were not borne on the roll of the employés, and that others have been continued in 
service after they had been dismissed and dropped from said roll; and 

Whereas it is alleged that the said Doorkeeper has been guilty of corruption and 
malfeasance in office, requiring employés under him to pay to other employésa 
part of the salary to which they are entitled by law, as a condition of their ap- 
pointment or retention in office ; and 


Whereas it is alleged he is interested in claims and bills now pending or about 
to be brought before the House for action: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be, and it is hereby, directed to inquire 
into the several matters and things so as aforesaid alleged against the Doorkeeper, 
and to report at any time to this House whether said Doorkeeper is guilty of any 
of said alleged acts, and whether the office of Doorkeeper ought not to be abolished 
and the duties thereof assigned to the Sergeant-at- Arms; and the committee is 
authorized to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 1 now ask the Clerk to read 

Mr. SPARKS. I desisted in my remarks only to hear the resolu- 
tion read, 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have not yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair ruled that there was nothing before 
the House upon which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] 
had a right to speak, and therefore suggested that he submit his 
resolution. 

Mr. SPARKS. I suggest to the Chair that I was before the House. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. What were you doing? 

Mr. SPARKS. I was speaking at the time. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution having been submitted, the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] is entitled briefly to submit any 
remarks he may deem appropriate. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. As a part of my remarks, I now ask to 
have read the affidavits which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. SPARKS. I shall object to the introduction into this debate, 
or the publication in the RECORD, of any testimony bearing upon this 
case. The gentleman has made acharge. Now I want that whole 
matter to go before a committee duly authorized to consider the sub- 
ject and charged with its investigation. When they have reported 
we will then see whether or not the gentleman from Indiana has 
charged correctly. Certainly he ought not now to interject his er 
parte evidence into this matter. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to say, Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I insist that I am entitled to the floor, 
and, as a part of my remarks, I ask the Clerk to read the affidavits 
which I send up to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. MILLS] desires to speak to the question of order or pro- 

riety. 

Mr. MILLS. I approve the anxions solicitude of my friend from 
Indiana [Mr. BAKER] for the purity of the public service. I think 
this body ought by all means to keep its eyes and ears open in order 


to see and hear all infractions of law and everything that would dis- | 


grace our public service. I am very — to see an awakening on 
that subject on the other side of the House. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. The gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. MILLS. I remember that a few years ago, when perhaps the 


gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] was not a member of this | 
House, I was upon an investigating committee. I remember that it | 
was charged that a distinguished officer of this Government had been 


instructed by the Administration to place one or two thousand hands 
on the rolls of the Charlestown navy-yard more than were authorized 
by law; and they were put there, as was then said, for the purpose 
of defeating the one gentleman from Massachusetts { Mr. 
BANKS} who was a candidate for election to this House. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I insist that the gentleman is not in 
order. 

Mr. MILLS. That charge was investigated and the result reported 
to this House. The committee reported that that infraction of law cost 
the Government over $80,000. I never knew the party of which the 
gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. TOROS is a distinguished member to 
prefer charges against that individual, or to ask to have him removed 
from the high position he held under the Government. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Indi- 
ana as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I ask this statement be read as a part of 
my remarks. 

The CLERK, (proceeding to read.) “I charge John W. Polk ”—— 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a question of order. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Are these papers introduced as a part of t! 
olution f — 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. They are. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then I have no objection to their being 
they are a part of the question tobe voted on. Otherwise I _o : 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I wish that paper read and als» +)..." 
os in my hand as part of my remarks on the resolution I ha 
offered. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Let me ask the gentleman from Ind; 

a question. —— 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have the floor and will proceed 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Have these affidavits been pp, 
to Mr. Polk for his inspection and response ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot rule on the impropriety of the 
gentleman reading these affidavits. He states that he introduce 
them as a part of his remarks, and the Chair does not see any way t. 
prevent a member from introducing er parte statements, °° 

Mr. MILLS. I cannot hear what is going on, and hope order y 
be preserved. r 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I call for order so I may ask the gentleman frou 
Indiana a question. - 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I decline to be interrupted. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I wish to know—— 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. On the Chinese question: tip 
heathen Chinee. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I ask the Clerk to read, as a part of my 
remarks, the paper I have sent to the Clerk’s desk. " 

The Clerk read as follows: 

I charge John W. Polk, the present Doorkeeperof the House of Representati 


with being cognizant of and interested in bills now before or to be introduced ip 
present Congress. 

In proof, [ was offered by J. W. Polk, in consideration of my sending hi ; 
resignation as clerk, an interest in the several bills as aforesaid, by which. as \. 
said, I could make more money than I could by the position and salary of cler} 
This offer was made me in person by the said Polk at his residence, on the evenine 
of December 31, 1877. 
| I further charge John W. Polk with having alarge amount of money due him | 
| 


FEBRUARY L, 


a 


Tead if 


i presented 


lobby tervice from parties who had the contracts for paving Pennsylvania ayer ; 
during the past year, and that the payment of this money is now dependent o 


future appropriations by Congress, which makes him interested in aiding sve} 


further ea islntion and appropriations by the present Congress, of which he is 
Doorkeeper. 

In proof of this charge, I name II. A. Silver, of Mexico, Missouri, who is inter 
| ested with Mr. Polk in the matter, Mat Taylor, of the city of New York, and Gen 
eral Averill, of this city, as witnesses. 
| 


INGHAM CORYELL 

T also charge that H. A. Silver, above named, told me that Mr. Polk, in consider 
ation of Polk disappointing him in giving him (Silver) a position under him, 1 
him (Silver) substantially the same offer he (Polk) made me, and refer to said S 
ver as a witness in proof. 


INGHAM CORYELL 
JANUARY 28, 1878. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 29th day of January, 1#78 
ZACH. B. BROOKE, J. 1 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Now, Mr. Speaker, I present this pape 
as a part of my remarks, and ask that it be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


I, the undersigned, (Mark A. Dnuffy,) was appointed and sworn in as assistant 
superintendent of document room in the Doorkeeper’s department, House of Rep 
resentatives, two days after the commencement of the extra session of Congress 

at a salary of $2,000 per annum. In a few days after Mr. Polk sent Mr. Donay 

his assistant, tome, saying Mr. Polk was greatly embarrassed on account of 4 
| member of Congress from Illinois to whom he said they (Polk and Donavin) wer 
| under great obligations and who insisted on having Mr. Bacon retained in bis ol 

position. I refused giving up my position, and continued to do so for some days 
| Mr. Polk and Mr. Donavin continued importuning me, and their promises were s 
many that they would make my salary in any other position equal to €2.000 per an 
num, and that I should be kept on the roll as long as they continued in oflice 
told him I did not see how they could hovestly do it, and when 1 was told the mar 
ways I then put them down as dishonestly inclined and carefully watched their 
movements. 

I told Mr. Polk that I was not satisfied to giveupmy placeand wanted Mr. Douavin 
to accompany Mr. Polk and myself to my Representative’s room. We went, ani 
Mr. Polk explained that he would make my salary all right; that he would now 
make my salary $1,600, and to make it up to #2,000 wennl put on a laborer, for 
yerforming such work. I could hire a darkey at $10 or @15 per month. He 
had previously offered me the position of chief clerk in tolding-room, salary ¢ 

rannum. Mr. Donavin said he was authorized to offer me the positionof file clerk 
n document room, salary $1,400, or janitor at $1,200. It finally came down to position 
of messenger, taking chargeof west side of floor, Houseot anata. Tasked 
Mr. Polk how I was to get $1,600 in a twelve-hundred-dollar position. He sai 
Mr. Bacon of document room was to pay me $200 and Mr. Payne of folding-room 
was to pay me $200 per annum each, and he would see that they paid it in add vanes 
He (Polk) afterwards said oa refused to pay in advance, stating that death might 
carry them off before the expiration of the year, so he said he would compel the = 
to pay me monthly, which he did by paying me $33.33 each for two months, or #6 ” 
in nit When I said, “ Suppose they refuse further payments,” he (Polk) said" )—a 
them, I will discharge them immediately.” When his bill was sent to commit! * 
giving only $800 for long and $400 for short session of Congress to messengers, 
asked him where I wasto come in. Hesaid he would have the distribution, aud * It 
I can’t fix it in any other way I will ‘double up.’ I asked him for an explanation 
of ‘double up,” as it was a new word to me, and he said that he could put other 
names on the roll and that I could draw the money. s ; 7 

I told him that his bill was a bad one and would not pass ; said he “it will pass, 
for I bave a corner on Congress in the shape of appointments, and thes mest vee 
cumb tomy wants.” I thought that, as he was a creature of Congress, I could m 
see how the creature was greater than the creator. ; “ 

He told me he could not now explain all, but he and Donavin could get anything 
through they wanted, particularly so from the Committee of Accounts. hot 

Mr. Polk collected (so he informed me) from Payne and Bacon for the a oe ; 
November and told me to collect in the future, as it would not look well — 
him collect. On Tuesday following the recess of Congress I called upon Mr. Say 
for the second morfth’s money. Mr. Payne told me that Mr. Polk told un oe be 
pay me. I then immediately went over to Mr. Polk’s office in bis house an‘ 
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« had humiliated me. He said “‘there is your money,” and handed me ail | 


& 
| _ Many of the above served in December up tothe recess on the 15th, and are there- 
| money in this case was not the trouble; honor and manhood had | fore entitled to pay up to that time. 


owith it. afterward left for home, where after five days’ time he (Polk) 

, letter stating that it became an a eeneatag & remove me from 
saaltion he Doorkeeper’s department ave since been to see him to | . PAYED we : r . : 
position in A atom Se my case, but he invariably evaded having much con- Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Now, Mr. Speaker, I call for the previous 

vy on the subject. - | question upon the preamble and resolution which I have offered. 
inder my hand this 22d day of January, 1878. | The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say to the gentleman from 
| Indiana that, if he understands the reading of the resolution cor- 
ZACH. B. BROOKE, J.P. | Tectly, it is proposed to have the Committee on Rules examine into 
Phe readingof this paper wasinterrupted several times by langhter. } | odie ty 5 an Chair has conferred with the gentleman from 
\ir. BAKER, of Indiana. I send a brief statement to the desk to be | G®0TS!4 | Mr. STEPHENS, ] who is a inember of that committee, and it 
oe ‘art of my remarks. is deemed impossible for the Committee on Rules to perform this 
r = - See read as follows: service. The present occupant of the chair is already occupied to the 
iil full extent of his time in the discharge of the duties of the office 

mploved under the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives, United hich he occupies. And the Chai ld é 
crotee_ as messenger, from November 1 to December 10, 1877, and have received WAICD He OCcupies. _ nd the Chair would suggest that some other 
— ment for the same, and as J understand on no roll in that department. committee than the Committee on Rules be designated for theexam- 
a HARRY C. ACTON. ination of this subject. 

January 30, 1878. Mr. BANKS. In support of the suggestion made by the Chair I 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Now, Mr. Speaker, in order to complete | beg leave to say to the House that the Committee on Rules was not 
the memoranda that were handed to me, I ask the Clerk to read as | appointed for any purpose of this kind; it has néthing to do with a 
part of my remarks the first paper that I sent up to the Clerk’s desk. | subject of this character. It would be more appropriate to refer this 
* The Clerk read as follows: matter either to the Committee of Accounts or to the Committee on 
Extra force paid by appropriation of $3,840. ep eg ee Canela. I hope the gentleman from Indiana 

rr . a ae rill change the reference. 5 
Z | | Mr. FINLEY. I rise to a question of order. I submit that this 


Harry C. Acton, of Maryland, performed duty from November 1 to December 10, 
and bas received no pay, and his name is not on any roll. 


MARK A. DUFFY. 
to before me this 29th day of January, 1878. 


Swern 


matter is substantially referred to the Committee on Public Expend- 
itures. The House has adopted this resolution : 
Remarks. Resolved further, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be instructed to 
investigate and inquire into the matters set forthin the foregoing resolation in the 
| legislative department of the Government, except in so far as the Senate is exclus- 
ively concerned, and particularly in reference to the public printing and binding, 
and shall have the same authority as is conferred upon other committees aforesaid. 
— ] I would suggest that this matter will properly go before the Com- 
Charles Kyle 55 20 $18 13 | November 1 to 30. mittee on Public Expenditures. 
W. H. Holt . ~ = ont > : The SPEAKER. That is a question for the House to determine, 
he ons t 5:0| 8833) 181: and not for the Chair. 
W. H. Whalen............] 5 § 333) 18 Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I desire to say that I have no feeling at 
W. H. Stringfield ---| 65:20) 8333) 18 13 | North Carolina. all with refesence to the direction that this resolution shall take. 
be D — eee : 3 3: 7 . I agree with the gentleman from Ohio that substantially this mat- 
J.T. Blackiston.... 520) 8333) 18 L ter has been directed to be investigated by the Committee on Public 
J. D. Edwards ..........-. S 3 33 | 16 1: Expenditures, but so far as the House and the country are advised 
E. 8. Dougherty. ....----+- 33 33 | ° 3 | New Jersey. the Committee on Public Expenditures has made no very remarkable 
AO AR eee Be 3 3 - 3 | West Virginia. progress in that direction. I desire to say further that I propose to 
W. H. Mowbray 5 3 3 18 1% give this matter the direction indicated in the resolution from the 
Samuel H. Bell-. 520) 8333) 181: : fact, in a former Congress when a gentleman occupying the same 
J. B. Duberry.. | 8s . ‘ pee. position was under investigation, the question was referred to the 
: ob agg wrest sees - $+4 3| Louisiana, Committee on Rules as being the most titting reference where the 
George P. Gillam BS 333) 181 inquiry could be best made. So far as that part of the resolution 
Jeeno S. Harris... : + 3 | Tennesnee. which relates to the continuance of this office is concerned, which 
oe : oe a 3 | New Jersey. has given us so much trouble and perplexity, it ought to be investi- 
November 12 to 30. gated, and for that reason I drew the resolution as I did. !}ut, sir, 
W : | November 22 to 30. I desire to say, in view of the suggestions which have been made by 
EH. Bailey q 
E 


Name. 


Amount paid. 
Amount unpaid 


Amount due. 


: November 15 to 30. the Speaker and by the gentleman from Massachusetts, that I should 

Pr schell 2 20 | ne so a be entirely content to have the investigation go on in some other direc- 
Jacob Rice 6 | November 2 to 30. tion, for I think the interests of the House require that this mattershall 
E 8 Derata PE Maca asc al November 2 to 30 be thoroughly investigated until the bottom facts are exposed, what- 
e flickey G } 


| October 16 to November 30. | ever they may be. For that purpose I move that a select committee 
H. M. Rogers October 16 to November 30. Me . 


James Baumer “| 97 October 16 Lo Necember3o, | Of five be appointed, to be designated by the Speaker, and upon that 
Superintendent of passes. | Motion I call the previous question. ; 

No such office. The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. McManoy, | from 
be ae. 24, | : 8 13 | hn : - - the Committee of Accounts, desires to be heard, and also the gentle- 
Harry Patton. | 6320] 3 3: 3 | November 1 to.30. | man from Tennessee, ee 
G. V. Hebb | November 15 to 30. Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Then I will yield to the gentleman from 


J.G. White, page. . October 15 to November 36. | Tennessee; but I would like first to know how much time I have 
G. E. Chapman, page ..... : | 18 | October 15to November 30. | Jeft, 


Tilia i pom eee : ‘ 
Fro Desa page : 5 00 | ee : oe The SPEAKER. The gentleman has twenty-five minutes. 
W. G. Davis, page ....... November 1 to 30. Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Then I yield five minutes to the gentle- 
T. G. Bryan, page 50 | October 16 to 31. man from Tennessee. 
oe Ford, page 5 15 00 November 1 to 31. Mr. WHITTHORNE. This resolution of the gentleman from In- 
Stinson Apdusa pea a 5 * = [e : ~ diana goes further than the mere organization of the House and its 
E. H. M. Lively, page . .- 5 15 00 | November 1 to 31. employés. If I understand his remarks, he not only charges the 
on Lamb, page ¢ 5 : November | to 31. present occupant of the position of Doorkeeper with what I regard a 
Bad. Dongen : ae oe very serious offense, but that of lobbyism or being interested in con- 
Frank Augur, page 35 5 00 | November 1 to 30. tracts depending upon appropriations to be made by the House. I 
George H. Brent, page. ... November 1 to 30. would like to see that subject thoroughly and fully inquired into. I 
— ay anny * +++. November 1 to 30. would like to see the resolution broad enough, not only to cover the 
R H. Paxton aoe" 50 | oe oon | case of Mr. Polk, but of every other gentleman engaged in the busi- 
R. J. Cordella, laborer *. ny November 7 to 13. ness charged. 
James Spiller, laborer * : .| November 1 to 16. It is a question which should be considered, not by a committee of 
Fe eswarts, Page. “s | November | to 20. | five, but by a committee larger than that. Its scope should be en- 
Linton Carey page « puvemer 3 $028. | larged. I have tosay for Mr. Polk, who bears an honored name, 
W. H. Pim, page* ... | November 16 to 30. | that I have known him as a man for years and do not believe him to 
W. H. Douglas, page * . .. | November 1toDecember3. | be dishonest or corrupt. 1 should be surprised if any evidence should 
John Kelly, page 81 52 Messenger to committee | be produced to that effect. I believe he is the victim, or sought to 
Sixty-three names "3, 800 32 room Waysand Means. | have been made the victim, of a foul and deliberate conspiracy. I 
‘ . | hope that the result of the investigation will prove that fact. It is 
* Paid in full. , —~ | due to him that the matter shall be impartially and fully considered, 
Paid as above $3, 209 38 for these charges affect not only his position as otficer of this House, 
On hand 39 6a | Dut asa gentleman among gentlemen. If he were my dearest friend 
___. | I would not screen him from the fallest investigation, and if guilty 
Appropriated .......... Sipe Dentubhn Gad catonnagcnebarabendcves ne 3,40 00 | I would punish him. But [ inyite on his behalf the fullest investi 

















The above sixty-three names are over and above the number authorized by law. | gation, and I trust that the gentleman from Indiana will permit an 
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amendment providing that this subject shall be referred to a com- 
mittee of seven members to be appointed by the Speaker. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I agree to an increase of the number of 
the committee to seven. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. The resolution of my friend from Indiana 
| Mr. BAKER] should be made broad enough to cover all the charges 
that are made in his affidavits or in the papers which he has sub- 
mitted as a portion of his remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Indiana now yield to 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. McManon?] 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. The gentleman from Missouri represent- 
ing the district from which Mr. Polk comes [ Mr. ee desires 
that I shall yield to him. I will first yield to him, and then if I 
have any time I will yield to the gentleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there is a great propriety in 
the gentleman from Ohio being recognized. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I am disposed to allow all to be heard, 
so far as my time will permit. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Do I understand the gentleman to yield to me? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I will yield to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri (Mr. FRANKLIN] and then to the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. | 
McMaution, ] if I have time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has thirteen minutes left. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I cannot yield five minutes to each. I | 
will yield three minutes to each of those gentlemen, and they can 
determine in what order they will speak. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I shall vote on this matter for the fullest inves- 
tigation that can possibly be had. I think that, considering the 
limited time which has been occupied in the debate of this matter | 
so far, the previous question should be voted down, so that more may | 
be said upon a subject which concerns so highly not alone the honor | 
of any particular member in this House but the honor of the House | 
itself. 

The great evil that this Honse is suffering from, and must suffer from | 
for all time to come unless there is a change of the law, is the pres- | 
ent method of appointing these officers, and the right which any 
officer of this House has to dismiss any man employed under him 
without even a moment’s notice. We have here a large number of 
employés; each particular man under the command and order of his | 
superior officer. What is the result? The result is perhaps that | 
members of Congress who have friends unprovided for are all the 
time working to have their friends provided for. In that way we 
have here constantly a succession of officers and employés, by the { 
operation of the power and intluence which it takes a man of more 
than ordinary strength to resist. 

I understand that in the communication which was read, and of 
which I heard but a part, allusion is made to the Committee of Ac- 
counts. It is stated that the Doorkeeper was able to getanything he | 
wanted out of that committee. Well, his wants must have been very 
few and easily satistied up to this time. If there has been any one | 
thing upon which the members of that committee have been unani- 
mously agreed, without regard to party, it is that the Doorkeeper | 
should have nothing allowed to him that was not authorized by law. 

The gentleman from Indiana had read alist of the names of those to 
whom iwoney had been allowed. If he will turn back to the Recorp | 
he will find that the Committee of Accounts unanimously reported that | 
resolution without any recommendation to the House, and the House 
unanimously adopted it. We broughtit in merely for the purpose of | 
enabling the House to pass upon it. We did so for the reason that | 
the Doorkeeper in his inexperience, and in what the committee then 
thought was the goodness of his heart, had made promises and pledges 
to men who were put upon duty and who actually did perform duty 
under the impression that they were properly appointed ; and when | 
at the end of the month they came forward to get their money they 
found that they were not on the roll. 

The Committee of Accounts thought that the House should have 
an opportunity of saying whether it would father the things which | 
had been done by the Doorkeeper, as we considered in the goodness | 
of his heart, or whether they would refuse to pay these men who had | 
been so ek mre and who had actually performed service. When | 
we brought in that matter the House unanimously agreed to assume 
the debt and pay these men; and I confess that 1 was somewhat 
surprised at the time that they did so. 

I desire to make this suggestion: We have a Committee on Reform | 
in the Civil Service. I do not know exactly what it is or what it | 
means; but I think the foundation of all our troubles is to be found 
in the very fact that our officers have no definite time during which | 
to hold their offices. You never can tell, for instance, what the | 
Doorkeeper’s roll is until it is made out at the end of the month. It 
may be that on the roll at the end of the month will be found the 
name of A B, when C D has actually done the work during that 
month. I introduced into the Committee of Accounts a resolution, 
which that committee reported to this House and had referred to the 
Committee on Rules,directing that committee to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing that the rolls should be made out at the begin- 
ning of the month and that no man should be discharged during the 
month except for cause. I would be willing to go further even than 
that and to say that when a man once has been appointed an officer 
or employé of this House,whether he be page or any other, he should 
keep his place until discharged for proper cause. In that way you 
would have civil-service reform in its proper sense. 
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| abroad in the air for more than a month. 
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I hope this matter will be referred to the Committee on (jx 
Reform, because that committee has been constituted for th 
eration of this particular subject. I desire to say furthe 
all the associations I have had with Colonel Polk, I believe tia: 
has been actuated by good intentions; and if he has falley into er 
it has been because of his easiness of disposition and gooduess of 
heart. _ 

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to say that I think the suggestion of mw, 
colleague [Mr. MCMAHON] is a good one. I do not believe th, ~ 
should multiply committees if we can avoid it. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. The suggestion meets my inc] 
and I will therefore modify my resolution so as to have this 
referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service; and | fy; 
ther modify the resolution so as to strike out that portion of it whic) 
directs an inquiry as to whether or not the office of Doorkeeper 
should be abolished. That will make my resolution one of inye. 
gation only. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Mr. Speaker, it seems proper I should say a won| 
touching the matter now before the House, as I think not only the 
honor of the House of oe is involved in this question 
but the honor of the gentleman who is arraigned upon these charves 
which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] has just caused to 
by read. I stand here to say for him that he courts investigation 
into these charges, that it matters little to him or to the delegation 


ll Service 
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ination, 
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| of the State from which he comes to what committee these charges 


are referred for investigation. We care not to what committee jt js 
referred ; all we ask, and I ask for him, and all he desires is a ful), 
fair, and free investigation of this whole subject in all its bearings 
I did doubt, Mr. Speaker, the propriety of the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. BAKER] introducing these affidavits at this stage of 
the proceeding, but he has chosen to do so, and made them part of 
his remarks. It was his right and he has introduced them, had them 


read at the Clerk’s desk, and in this way causes them to be made a 


vart of the record. I think, however, it is unfair to an officer of this 
Iouse, whose honor is as dear to him as that of any man npon this 


| floor, that ex parte statements of this character should be injected in 
| the gentleman’s speech and go to the covntry without any opportu- 


nity for reply. 

I have no fear of the result of this investigation so far as the Door- 
keeper is concerned. I know the office he fills is one of the most 
difficult that pertains to the organization of this House. It is one 
continually subjecting its occupant to annoyance, and I say now, 


(knowing him well, that in my opinion when these charges are al] 


thoroughly investigated he will come out with his honor asa man 
and as an officer of this House unscathed and untarnished. I feel 
that he is secure in his defense. His vindication will follow just so 
sure as the day follows the night. Itis well, perhaps, the investiga- 
tion should take place, for whisperings of like character have been 
Disappointed men, men 
who did not receive perhaps what they thought they were entitled 
to at his hands, have been burdening the air with all sorts of rumors. 
Speaking for him I say now that I am glad, as I believe the delega- 
tion of the State from which he comes is glad, that at last this matter 
has been brought to the attention of the House. Referit toany commit- 
tee, to the Committee on Rules, to the Committee on Civil Service 
Reform, to the Committee of Accounts, to a special committee, if you 
please, or to any one of the standing committees, for I have that con- 
tidence in the honor of every gentleman upon this floor to believe 
they will give the matter a fair and impartial hearing. 

I have said, sir, that it is difficult to perform the duties of this 
oflice— 

Mr. SPARKS. Allow me to say a word. I think this should prop- 
erly go to the Committee on Public Expenditures, of which the gen- 
tleman’s colleague is chairman, but I understand he does not wish it 
to go there. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. It matters not, as I have already stated, to what 
committee it goes, as I believe the investigation will be fairly made, 
and that is all we ask. 5 

The Doorkeeper of this House, Mr. Speaker, has some rights. His 
honor is as dear to him as your honor is to you or the honor of any 
other member is to him. Affidavits and ex parte statements never- 
theless have been allowed to go before the country without any op- 
vortunity whatever being afforded to Colonel Polk to answer them. 

Vhen all the things touching this matter have been heard, when all 
the evidence is in, and the case is closed, it will be found, in my 
judgment, that he has performed the duty of this perplexing office 
to which this House has called him in a mauner not only creditable 
to the House and the country, but creditable to himself as a man of 
honor. y 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I believe that I have now seven minutes 
left, and, if so, I desire to occupy them myself. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE rose. . a 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I do not wish further to be interrupted. 
I was entitled to thirteen minutes and surrendered six, and there- 
fore am entitled now to the remaining seven minutes. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I desire to withdraw the amendment Thave 
proposed, as my —— has been accomplished, and to act wit the 
gentleman from Indiana. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, that if - 
result of this examination shall be such as to vindicate complete y 
the character of the Doorkeeper of this House, there is no mau on 
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this foor who will be more gratified than myself, as I recognize the 
fact that a good name is the most valuable heritage any man can 
ie with reference to a remark that was made by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. McMauon } when the matter of appropriating $3,840 
for the purpose of payin employés who were “ upon the roll, in 
excess of the number aut orized by law, that the Committee of Ac- 
counts reported to this House a bill for that_amount without any 
recommendation, thus perchance leading the House to believe that 
amount had been recognized by the committee and procuring its 
passage, I have this to say, that I think it is a course of practice on 
the part of committees much better kept in the breach than in the 
arvance. 

Teoen to say further that in addition to the $3,840 that have 
already been appropriated for the purpose of meeting this expense, 
as nearly a8 I can estimate, it will require at least $3,000 more in 
order to pay the deficiency that this House ought to pay to these in- 
nocent men who were in no fault themselves and have performed 
their duties faithfully and zealously and are to-day in need of their 
pay. Iam willing, for one, to vote to pay them. They ought to be 
aid. 

1 now call for the previous question on the preamble and resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. BLAIR rose. 

Mr. McMAHON. Willthe gentleman from Indiana not yield to 
the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. BLair,] a member of the 
Committee of Accounts? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Have I any time left? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has two minutes of his time re- 
maining. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 
man from New Hampshire. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not desire to occupy more than a minute. I 
understood the geptieman from Indiana to make some reflections on 
the action of the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Only hypothetically. 

Mr. BLAIR. Hypothetical reflections are the most objectionable 
of any. The Committee of Accounts, of which I am a member, ex- 
amined this matter and came to the conclusion stated by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. MCMAHON, ] that the Doorkeeper had in excess 
of the number anthorized by law set various men at work about this 
House who had rendered service and ought to be paid. We would 
not recommend the payment of these men without the knowledge of 
the House that the expenditures had been incurred in excess of the 
provisions of the law. We carefully drew our resolution, discussing 
it among ourselves, believing it was equitable, but that we could do 
nothing more than report the resolution with the statement from 
the chairman of the committee that we would not recommend its 
passage. Accordingly the chairman of the committee simply re- 
ported the resolution for the purpose of bringing the whole subject 
before the House. That is all we did. When we did that and noth- 
ing more—and no man on earth was more astonished than I that it 
went through without objection from any source—when we did 
that, and when the gentleman from Indiana says he thinks these 
parties ought to have been paid and is in favor of making an addi- 
tional appropriation for paying them more, I ask him what other 
course would he recommend to the Committee of Accounts than what 
we took if the payment was right? We simply reported a resolution 
without recommending its passage. What else could we have done 
on the gentleman’s own theory of equity and right ? 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

— ROBERTS. I ask the gentleman from Indiana to allow me a 
word, 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I must now insist on the demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Then let the previous question be voted down. 

a WRIGHT. I ask the gentleman from Indiana to allow me a 
word, 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I decline. 

_ The question being taken on seconding the demand for the prev- 
lous question there were—ayes 93, noes 106. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I call for tellers. 

Mr.GARFIELD. If all that is sought is more time, I hope the 
demand for the previous question will be withdrawn. 

Mr. FRANKLIN, That is all. 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, and Mr. WriGut 
were appointed. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Pending the vote by tellers I would like 
by unanimous consent to make a suggestion. 

Several MEMBERS. No, no. 

Mr. KENNA. I demand the regular order. The gentleman from 
Indiana would not let any one else make a suggestion. 

a he House again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 74, noes 
te. 


I will yield then a minute to the gentle- 


. “4 the House refused to second the demand for the previous ques- 
on, 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. RoBERTS] is 


recognized. 


Mr. ROBERTS. _Mr. Speaker, when this matter was first intro- 
duced for the consideration of the House this morning it was done 


in an extremely modest, reluctant, hesitating, almost doubting man- 
ner. But I very soon discovered that it was a matter of love’s labor 
instead of one of hesitation and doubt. 

This debate has illustrated one thing: that certainly in so far as 
the gentleman from Indiana is concerned he desires now to place the 
responsibility of his assent to the appropriation of $3,840, to pay this 
extra force, on some other shoulders than his own, when he is quite 
as responsible for it as any one else here. When that matter was 
brought before the House and a resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts for their consideration it was considered by a 
full committee, the republican members present acquiescing in and 
assenting to exactly what was done. Now, what was done? The 
resolution was intrusted to me to be reported to the House, and I re- 
ported it, as I then stated, without any recommendation whatsoever 
and for the sole purpose of testing the sense of this House. It now 
appears that it did not test the sense of the gentleman from Indiana. 
Now, sir, I have to say in connection with this matter that it is one 
certainly to be regretted. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Will the gentleman allow me—— 

Mr. ROBERTS. No, sir; I deeline to be interrupted. I treat the 
gentleman just exactly as he has treatedme. These are grave charges, 
involving an officer of this House, a gentleman who, if he has dis- 
charged his duty faithfully and properly, is entitled to the protection 
of the House. If he has failed to do that he is entitled to the con- 
demnation of the House, which I trust he will receive in that event; 
but when the claim for pay of employés of the House is made a ques- 
tion of party consideration, and not in the interest of the public, then 
I beg to go a step beyond the Forty-fourth Congress, and say that in 
the preceding Congress, which was republican, they appropriated 
$100,000 for the folding-room of the House, which in previous years 
amounted to sometimes $100,000 and sometimes to $80,000! 

Sir, the economy in public expenditures which seems to prevail in 
the State of the gentleman from Indiana is an excellent thing, if it 
does not go down into parsimony. In the last Congress resolutions 
were introduced here in countless numbers for the pay of extra force. 
In former Congresses they had upon the folders’ roll men who did 
not act as folders, but who were used for every imaginable purpose, 
as doorkeepers, as clerks, as messengers, or for any other purpose. 
We have had no such opportunity as that. In the last Congress 
many additional employés were required, and they were generally 
paid under resolutions of the House; but on one or two occasions res- 
olutions were not passed, and a subsequent indorsement of the House 
was required in order that they should be paid. Identically the 
same thing has been done in the present Congress. This is no novel 
subject. It is in conformity with the practice of the House for thirty 
years. The resolation which passed the other day was first offered 
by me as an amendment to an appropriation bill. It had been re- 
ferred to the Committee of Accounts, and it was then reported back 
to the House and the House unanimous‘y assented to it, and it is now 
too late a day for the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BAKER] to char- 
acterize the committee which reported it in the manner he has done. 

I have only to say this, that, so far as my observation has gone, 
the most perfect harmony has existed between the members of the 
committee in reference to these questions. No matter has been taken 
up except when the republican members were present. There has 
never been an important measure passed by the committee when all 
the republican members were not present. There has not been, I am 
proud to state, the slightest political consideration entering into the 
duties of that committee. So far as this matter is involved, I have 
but one word to say for Mr. Polk, and that is, if he has been using 
the Committee of Accounts improperly I desire him to be thoroughly 
investigated ; and I desire further that every member of the com- 
mittee shall be thoroughly investigated. I think I may state, in re- 
gard to all the members of the committee, that we have been actuated 
by a desire to do our whole duty, and having done it, I trust we shall 
receive the consideration of the House without political bias. 

Mr. MCMAHON. I would ask the gentleman if any matter con- 
nected with the Doorkeeper’s department ever passed the Committee 
of Accounts, except this appropriation of $3,500 to fill up deticiencies? 

Mr. ROBERTS. Not one thing that I can recall. All these appro- 
priations were agreed upon when all the republican members of the 
committee were present, and when we reported we reported the mat- 
ter to the House. I for one was careful to state, as clearly and ex- 
plicitly as it conld be done, what was the object of the bill. I say, 
therefore, that it is very cheap political capital that the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] desires to make out of this measure. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Will the gentleman yield to me now? 

Mr. ROBERTS. I will, with pleasure. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I want to ask the gentleman whether or 
not, at the time he reported the matter to the House, he understood 
that the appropriation asked for was for the purpose of paying for 
services which had been rendered without any authority of law? 

Mr. ROBERTS. If the gentleman had paid any attention to the 
resolution he would have found that there was full notice in the res- 
olution of what its purports were—he would have understood what 
it was for. If it is possible to have the resolution read now, I would 
ask to have it read to show that the resolution states the purpose for 
which it was intended. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I do not desire to be understood as mak- 
ing any reflection on the committee. I would say, so far as I am per- 
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sonally concerned, that I happen to be so unfortunately seated in the 
Hlouse that I confess I did not hear the resolution when it was read 
and did not get the fall sense and import of that appropriation of 
83,200. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Then the gentleman has no right to come in now 
and plead ignorance of what took place in open House. The resolu- 
tion was explicit in its terms, and I will now ask for its reading. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has sent for the resolution. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I now yield to the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, |Mr. BLair,] my colleague on the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to say only one thing in addition to what I 
have already said. The only thing I was inclined to resent was what 
I understood to be an intimation by the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 
BAKER] that the Committee of Accounts had misled the House. They 
did no such thing and designed no such thing. The Committee of 
Accounts in this matter were unanimous. In reply to the last ques- 
tion that was put to the chairman of the Committee of Accounts [ Mr. 
ROBERTS ] as to whether that committee understood that that resolu- 
tion covered expenses in excess of those authorized by law, I have no 


hesitation in saying that it was so distinctly understood, and that was | 


the only reason why we did not make a report recommending the pay- 
ment, becanse the expenditure was additional to that authorized by 
law; yet it was something which ought equitably to be paid. The 
question whether the House should be concluded legally we thought 
should be left to the House and discussed by the House. 

Mr. ROBERTS. LI now yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Wrignrt.] 

Mr. SAMPSON, I would like toask the genileman a question. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Very well. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I wish to understand whether the Committee on 
Accounts, when investigating this subject, came to any determina- 
tion as to whether these employés were or were not authorized by 
law; whether the Doorkeeper had the power under the law to em- 
ploy these men, messengers, &c.,in the manner he did; whether that 


to any conclusion in relation thereto. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I will answer the gentleman by stating that it is 
just as easy forthe gentleman himself, or for any other member of the 
House, to ascertain whether or not it was an extra force not author- 
ized by law, by simply referring to the appropriation bill which fixed 
the number of employés of this House. Of course any persons em- 
ployed in addition tothose authorized by the appropriation bill are un- 
authorized bylaw. That matter was under consideration, and of course 
the Committee of Accounts understood that this was an extra force, 
not authorized by law. It was so stated to the House by my friend 
from Illinois [Mr. Forr] when this matter was under consideration. 
He said that these resolutions were reported from time to time for 
the payment of persons who were employed without authority of 
law, and that they were paid out of the contingent fund of the 
House simply from the fact that the services had been rendered. 
The Committee on Accounts was of the opinion that the Government 
could sustain the loss better than these parties could do it; and for 
that reason they reported the resolution. I now ask to have the reso- 
lution read. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Another thing to which I would like to call the 
attention of the gentleman: did the committee, or the chairman of 
the committee, so inform the House at the time this resolution was 
presented ? 

Mr. ROBERTS. I ask to have the resolution read; perhaps that 
will enlighten the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

On motion of Mr. Ronerts, from the Committee of Accounts, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to pay out of the contingent fund a sum not to exceed $3,800, for expenses 
incurred in the employment of an extra force in the reorganization of the Door 
keeper's department, for the special session of the Forty-fifth Congress, and that 
said sum shall be paid out subject to the approval of the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. ROBERTS. In that connection I desire to say that the word 
“force” would indicate a force authorized by law ; the words “extra 
force” would indicate a force that was outside of the law. That 
there may be no doubt about this matter I send to the Clerk’s desk and 
ask to have read from the Recorp some remarks that were made at 
the time the resolution was reported. The gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
GARFIELD] made an inquiry in respect to this very matter, when it 
was under consideration, and my colleague on the committee, the 
gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. BLarr, ] replied to that inquiry. 
1 ask that those remarks be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. Ronerts. I desire to report from the Committee of Accounts a resolution 
for present action. The resolution has been considered by the Committee of Ac- 
counts, and T report a substitate for the oneon the same subject which was referred 
to that committee, and which fully explains itself. I am instructed to do this 
without any recommendation from the Committee of Accounts, and do it for the 
purpose of testing the sense of the Honse upon this subject. I will state, in addi- 
tion to what I have said, thatit is for the purpose of paying men who have actually 
been employed in this House and rendered service, but who have never received 
any compensation for it. 

The Clerk read the substitute. as follows: 

* Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed to pay out of the contingent fund a sum not exceeding $3,240 for expenses 
incurred in the employment of an extra force iu the organization of the Doorkeeper's 
department for the special session of the Forty-tifth Congress, and that said sum 
shall be paid out subject to the approval of the Committee of Accounts.” 





The substitute was agreed to; and the resolution, as amended. was adoni. 
lopted 


Mr. hopes moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution Was ado 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table pred ; 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
* *. . - . . . 
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Mr. Garrietp. Allow me to inguire of the gentleman from New H 
[Mr. Biatn) if these payments are for services hitherto rendered - i 
those services authorized by law or is this resolution intended to 
deficiencies t 

Mr. Biain. These men rendered services not in accordance with any spe, 
law, but the services were made necessary by the necessities of the Hous: ot y 
resentatives. Most of these services were rendered during the last vacation T 
first two named in the resolution, Mr. Bell and Mr. Stewart, have been for may. 
years paid under resolutions similar to thi; they have never been upon an\ ‘roll 


ampshire 
and, if so, were 


make up some 


Qc 
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I presume both of them are known to the old members of the House. They wi 
hitherto been paid at the rate of $2 a day, and we have cut them down to $i 504 
day. 


The others named in the resolution are, with perhaps one exception, common 
laborers, and the services they have rendered have been chiefly in repairs 
Capitol. Instead of paying them at the usual rate of $2 a day we cut them down 
togladay. We have reduced them to starvation prices, and it is my belief that 
every one of them is hungry at this moment. I think there is nothing in this peas, 
lution to which any gentleman in this House would have the slightest objection if 
he knew the merits of the case. 

Mr. FORT. I know that the gentleman wishes to be correct. The 
remarks which have just been read by the Clerk were made in connec. 
tion with another resolution entirely. I know the gentleman does 
not wish to mislead the House. 

Mr. ROBERTS. 1 do not desire to mislead any one in regard to 
this matter. 

Mr. FORT. The remarks of the gentleman from New Hampshire 
(Mr. BLarr] were made in connection with another resolution to 
which I myself objected. 

Mr. ROBERTS. What was said was while another resolution was 
pending, but it was a resolution of exactly a like character with the 
one which I reported. It was a resolution to pay men who were not 
on the rolls of the House and who were a part of the extra force, 
If the remarks were applicable to them they were applicable to any 


of the 


, . . : | in like position with them. This subject was under consideration at 
question was investigated by the eommittee, and whether they came | 


the time; it was just before the holiday recess. The subject was 
familiar to all present, and I think the assent of the Honse which 
was then given should not be gone back upon or denied at this time. 

Mr. FORT. Those remarks were not made upon the resolution in 


| reference to the $3,800 which was to pay for employés during the 





special session, an extra number of employés. 

Mr. ROBERTS. The gentleman will allow me to correct him. 
What he has said is not exactly correct. The resolution was to pay 
exactly as the others. It only extended over the time. I now yield 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I have not much to say on this sub- 
ject, but there are some things, however, connected with it which I 
wish to bring to the attention of the House. 1 apprehend there is 
liberality—I will not use the word liberality, but I will say justice— 
I apprehend there is a sufficient sense of justice on the part of this 
House to employ force sufficient to discharge the duties which will 
aid labors and necessities of members. Gentlemen, | know, upon the 
other side will not object to that. So far as my experience has gone 
in Congress it made no odds what political party had the preponder- 
ance here, | know that has always been the disposition and pleasure 
of the House, to pay its employés an honest and fair remuneration ; 
and so it ought to be. 

Now, I am told by the four servants we have in our cloak-room, and 
who have been there since last October, the four colored men who 
brush our coats and wait upon us from the time we go into the cloak- 
room until we come out again—I am told that they have not received 
one penny for the months of December and January. They are always 
there, ready and willing todo our bidding. And why? Becanse they 
do not are to be upon the roll. There is but one course for us to 
pursue, and that is to stay out of the cloak-room and brush our own 
garments, or else pay our servants, whom we employ, to do it for us. 
This fact, I presume, is not known to many members of this House. 
These employés come here early in the morning and stay until the 
last member has departed from the House. Polite, obliging, and 
obedient, and yet they have been all the time without pay, and are 
to-day without pay, while they have themselves and their familics 
to support. It isa marvel how. This is wrong and treating these 
poor fellows badly. If the roll is not sufficiently large then increase 
it. But to get man’s labor and then repudiate him because his name 
is not on the roll is gross injustice. Talk about reform in cutting 
down the wages of labor in this House and then evade the contract 
because they are not on the roll. That is saving at the spigot and 
wasting at the bung, to use a homely phrase. We ought to have 
a force sufficient to discharge the duties which are necessary to be 
done in this Hall. All that is necessary for our convenience and com- 
fort and for this service, let the men who do it be paid for it and 
paid liberally. : 

I will now refer to a fact within my own knowledge, relating to 
the patronage of the House. I had an appointment made here 1 
October—a messenger. That one appointment is all that I have had. 
I was informed that this was my share of the House patronage. ‘That 
man was assigned to the duty of waiting upon one of the committees 
of this House, discharging his duties faithfully, and I am paying his 
salary. I paid his salary for the month of December last and he 
comes now and tells me that the Government cannot pay him, and 
he wishes me to pay his salary for the month of January. 1 am now 
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to pay his salary for the month of January. Why? Because he is 


sot on the roll. The Government can better pay its laborers than I 
po It is an imposition on me without reason. I went before the 
( ommittee of Accounts with a certificate signed by the chairmen of 
eine two committees that he waits upon as a messenger. It has been 
jown that he discharged the duties, but as he is not on the roll I 
have been told that he cannot be paid. His payment is transferred, 
therefore, from the Government Treasury to my pocket. (Laughter. ] 
“Now, gentlemen, do not let us look on the compensation of our 
omployés ina small way. Let us not take a picayune view of the 
cybiect. Iam told the Senate has double the number of employés 
for its sixty or seventy members that we have with our three hundred 
members. I am told furthermore that they pay them much more 
liberally than we do. You cannot talk about economy when you re- 
fuse to pay the wages of the laboring-man. That is no economy ; 
that is not the way in which to reach retrenchment. If our force 
ought to be increased let it be increased. We are told some forty or 
fifty who are attending to duties about this House are not upon the 
rolis and therefore cannot be paid. Hence you receive the labor of 
the workingman and through a technicality, that his name is not on 
the House roll, refuse him his wages. The laborer is worthy of bis 
pire, and he ought to have it. 

Now, as to the position of Colonel Polk; let me state that there is 
an article in the creed of one at least of the Christian societies that 
there is such a place as purgatory. There is a purgatory, at least so 
far as Polk is concerned. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX, of New York. That has been abolished. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WRIGHT. I know that Beecher has said there was no hell, 
bunt I do not understand hell and purgatory are synonymous terms. 
[Laughter.] Purgatory is a place where you get scorched moder- 
ately, and cleansed and purified. There are some who go a little 
further; and that is hell. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SAYLER. That is to say, they go further and fare worse. 

Laughter. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Yes; precisely so. They go further and fare worse, 
[langhter,] unless the theory of Beecher is correct. His authority 
at least should be sound as far as purgatory is concerned. In this 
he has had some experience. 

I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, there certainly has been a purgatory in 
the vicinity of this Chamber, and I know that Colonel Polk has been 
in it up to his armpits. [Laughter.] He isa good-natured man, 
promising too much and doing too little. [Laughter.] One day he 
I am willing to appoint this man you ask for,” and the next 
day, a superior influence being brought to bear upon him, he says he 
cannot doit. What is he to do, keep his promise or obey the superior 
influence brought to bear upon him? According to the old idea the 
man who has least power and influence to sustain him must go under. 
{Laughter.] That is the reason, I presume, that I am now paying 
the salary out of my own pocket of the man I supposed I had ap- 
pointed. [Laughter.] Iam going before thisCommittee of Accounts, 
and I want them to treat fairly the claim I have against the Govern- 
ment. It isasmall matter with the General Government and of some 
magnitude tome. I have got the proof of the service of the man I 
recommended for appointment, and I believe this Government is just 
as able to pay itsemployésasIam. And I hope this House will have 
the generosity to give me relief. 

I do not believe, Mr. Speaker, that Colonel Polk is a dishonest man. 
I believe he has attempted to please everybody ; and everybody 
knows what a terrible job it is to please everybody. It cannot be 
done. And for those who have been disappointed to come in and 
present their affidavits does well enough to make a subject for 
(lebate, but it does not amount to anything serious. 

There is an indirect reference made to myself as to something that 


says °° 


passed between Mr. Polk and Mr. Donovin and some one else in my | 


presence. It is nothing, I believe, very serious. If they want me 


before the Committee of Accounts, I can go and swear to what I | 


know. Ido not think it will diminish my reputation or throw any 
material light on the subject. But I suggest in all candor it is due 
to the dignity of this House, to the character we would wish to be 
preserved for ourselves to employ men enough to discharge these du- 
ties and to pay them well. I believe we get something like $13 a day; 
Whereas a man with a big family employed as a laborer gets one dol- 
larand a half a day. I believe a man who gets one dollar and a half 
a day for his labor is abont as good as the man who gets $13 a day. 
When J say this I know there are those who will sing out ‘‘dema- 
gogue.” If not by any member of this House, it will be by the gen- 
Uemen sent by the newspapers under the influence of money, it will 
be done by you men up there, [looking up to the reporters’ gallery, } 
a those of you who represent the subsidized press. [Great 
augchter. 

(he SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right only to address the 
members of the House through the Chair. 

Mr. W RIGHT. I am addressing the members; but I was only 
8W itching off in the neighborhood of the Speaker. [Great laughter. ] 

— SPEAKER. The gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. W RIGHT. I will when order is restored. 

The SPEAKER. The House will come to order. 


Mr. WRIGHT. Now, Mr. Speaker, the man who advocates the | 


payment of a dollar a day to the man who brushes our coats ought 


hot to be called a demagogue; and yet I suppose I must go through | 
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that ordeal again. I have gone through it so often that I am re- 
minded of the old saying about the eel being skinned so long that 
the time comes when it is not sensitive about itany longer. So Lam 
not sensitive about the word “demagogue.” [Laughter.] What do 
I care about the slang “demagogue.” God bless me, I stand here 
past middle life. [Laughter.] I have nothing to expect in the fut- 
ure, although they do talk about giving me something. But 1 do not 
want anything. pone: | 

A MEMBER. What about being governor? 

Mr. WRIGHT. They talk about the governor business? Mr. 


Speaker, I would not cross the Hall to be governor, and if it comes, 
it will be without my asking. 
or not at all. 

Mr, BRIDGES rose. 


Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania yield to 


It must come to me asa free offering, 


The SPEAKER. 
his colleague ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Yes, sir; I certainly will. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I ask my colleague whether the man to whom he 
has referred was discharged by Mr. Polk without any cause being 
assigned for it? 

Mr.WRIGHT. He does not seem to have been discharged; heis sim- 
ply working without pay. My worthy colleague and myself entered 
Congress about the middle of the century; we were then both of us 
young men, and good looking men too. [Langhter] And now he and 
I, who are certainly entitled to some of the patronage of this House, 
find ourselves somewhat disappointed. There may be a better day 
in reserve for us both. I hope so. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I wish tosay to my colleague—I want to know 
from you whether the Doorkeeper did not place you in a false posi- 
tion by discharging your man without any cause, as he discharged 
my man without assigning any cause ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Iam not willing to admit that my man is dis- 
charged [Laughter.] I would like to know from my worthy friend 
from Pennsylvania if in the mean time he has been footing the bills 
of the man whom Mr. Polk discharged. If he has not, he has not come 
up to me in point of personal sacrifice. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I have paid no bills in the mean time. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Now, Mr. Speaker, so far as Colonel Polk is con- 
cerned I do not rise here to be his accuser. Of course he has not 
gratified me in things I wished he would have done. ¢1 am not here 
as his accuser. I believe the poor man has done the very best he 
could, for never was mortal man pressed by applicants for place as 
he has been since he has been in the position of Doorkeepet. The 
time was—and you all know it—when the corridor which leads to his 
office in the basement was so thronged with people that you could 
not absolutely work your way through; and he has told me on re- 
peated occasions that he almost wished he was dead rather than be 
in the position he was, with men, women, and children, half clad, 
begging for the appointment of pajes or of laborers. The man has 
gone through a tremendous siege, [laughter,} almost as bad as Gen- 
eral Moreau had in his retreat through the Black Forest. He saved 
his army. I hope Colonel Polk will his reputation. [Laughter. } 

Mr. Speaker, let us meet the question like men. Let us employ 


| men enough to do the duties of the House and pay them, and let us 


not employ men to discharge public duties here without being paid. 
There should not be any politics in if. It is merely a question with 
regard to the domestic economy of this House, and there should be 
no objection to the payment of these men whom we employ for our 
convenience to aid us in discharging our duty as Representatives. 
It ought not to be a political question. There 1s no politics in it. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Has not the Doorkeeper made this a political 
question and refused to put a republican on the roll? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Has it not always been customary for the Door- 
keeper to appoint his political friends? 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. But you say that that thing should not be. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I believe it has always been customary for the 
party in power to take the spoils of office. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. But yousay that it is not right, that if should 
not be a political question. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I hope the gentleman will not deny us the poor 
privilege of having the patronage of the House when you on the 
other side have the patronage of the whole Government. It might 
be out of order for me to inquire into your right and title. 

Mr. FRYE. If with only the patronage of this House at the dis- 
»0sal of Mr. Polk he is so overwhelmed, if the corriders are so fall of 
Lenere applicants, in heaven’s name what will you do when you 
obtain possession of the Government of the United States with eighty 
thousand offices ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. We shall only be treading in the illustrious foot- 
steps of those who have gone before us. I do not say that the Gov- 
ernment should be extravagant. We have here only one hundred 
and thirty appointments—I think about that—but whatever the num- 
ber may be that is the only patronage that we have under the Govy- 


| ernment; while we ought to have, considering that we elected our 


presidential candidate by a quarter of a million majority, control of 
the entire Government, if justice had been done. I may say further 
that we have about one-half of the namber of men employed here 
now that were employed during the last two Congresses under repub- 
lican rule. 


But this question is out of place. We mnst take things as they 
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are, and not as they should have been. The point now is, shall we! Mr. ROBERTS. Will the gentleman call the 
pay the laboring-men a fair compensation; and why ought we not | House to that particular part of the re 
to have as many as are necessary for the discharge of the various | such conclusion ? 

duties of this House of Representatives. Mr. SAMPSON. I see that the gentleman has not paid strict ; 

We should have more legislation, and I know that the good sense | tion to my remark. I wanted to know if the Committee of A, atten. 
and judgment of this body will not stop to cavil about the expenses | had investigated the question of the necessity for this sateneees % 
and to have the necessary and proper number of employés that the | Mr. ROBERTS. And then you goon and say that if we d ooo. 
House necessarily wants. do so we dealt unfairly by the House. ? one 

As to the charges against Colonel Polk, he will have his day in Mr. SAMPSON. I say that the House had theright to depend 1 
court, and I trust that he will be able to fully show that he has acted | the committee, to believe that the committee had iny estigated 4 
properly in the discharge of his duties as an officer of the House. question of the necessity and propriety of this outside sery 4 

Mr. ROBERTS. In view of the investigation which is probable, | When the resolution was offered here, coming from the Senmiae, 
it would be perhaps improper in me to undertake to say anything in | of Accounts without any intimation given to the House that th. 7 
regard to certain facts within my knowledge, which should be betore | considered this extra service unnecessary, the House had the rig); 
the investigating committee; yet I will state that from time to time | to suppose that it was necessary. And I will further say that if _ 
grave complaints are made that the property of the Government in | committee now will inform the House that that service was her = 
this Capitol is taken, and no one seems able to account for it at all. | sary, for one I will be satisfied with the action of the committer. _ 
1 believe, therefore, that the Doorkeeper was justified in placing per- Mr. ROBERTS. One might very reasonably suppose, from al): 


‘ attention OL thy 
solution which leads to 











: : , ; . 7 all th 
sons in charge of the various committee-rooms. Owing to these | has been said here this morning, that when this subject was i 
complaints that were made from time to time in regard to property | sented to the House by the resolution which I reported bef 


. . . . . . ore the 
taken from these committee-rooms, these various appointments have | recess, it was entirely a new question, and that no member und 


been made. We have, it is true, a Capitol police, but it is not, I am | stood anything at allinregard to it. The factis that this question had 
glad to say, made up of democrats entirely. been discussed in the public press of this city and elsewhere for a; 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I desire to ask the gentleman aj leasta month. It wasa constant subject of conversation among 


5 em. 
question. 


bers, and not only among members but among all others who jad 
Mr. ROBERTS. I yield for a question. any interest in connection with it. When it came before the Hous 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Did I understand the gentleman | I do not think I need hesitate to say that it came here with {,)/ 
to say that the republicans have not been able to get upon the track | knowledge of almost every member of what the resolution wag ip. 


of these thieves? tended for. 
Mr. ROBERTS. I cannot understand how the gentleman could Mr. SAMPSON. The gentleman does not seem to understand my 
have thought that I uttered a sentiment of that kind. question. I see that the resolution also provides that these accounts 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Icertainly thought that hecould not. | shall be subject to the approval of the committee: so that even after 

Mr. ROBERTS. I said this: that the property of the Government | the passage of the resolution the committee had power to determine 
had been taken from time to time out of the various committee-rooms, | upon the necessity for this service. 
such as valuable clocks, pitchers, &c., and, in pursuance of what he Mr. ROBERTS. Exactly so; and the committee passed upon that 
supposed he had a right to do, Mr. Polk undertook to place men in | service. 
charge of the committee-rooms as messengers. I stated in the same Mr. SAMPSON. Now, I want to know whether the committee, 
connection that we have a Capitol police, but I am happy to state | either before or after the passage of the resolution, found that the 
that itis not made up exclusively of democrats; but even the vigilant | service was necessary. I say that if the committee has passed upon 
republicans upon that force have not been able to find out who steals | the question and found the service to be necessary, then for oue I am 
the property of the Government. I am reminded that two-thirds of | satistied. If they have not, and it has been paid for without being 
this force are republicans. I desire to state that when this matter | so passed upon, it seems to me that the House has not been fairly 
first came before the House it appeared an honest effort to investigate; | dealt with by that committee. 
it finally comes to a question of political capital, charging extrava- Mr. ROBERTS. In regard to that, I desire to say that in so far as 
gance upon an officer of the House, and I desire to say that the pay | I am individually concerned I can say that I thought the service was 
of the Doorkeeper’s assistants averages about $300each year. In the | absolutely necessary. 

Senate the pay of each employé in the same department averages Mr. SAMPSON. But did the committee as a committee pass upon 
$1,000 a year, and whenever we undertake to get down to $500 for | the necessity of this service? 

each then we can play quits with the Senate. I desire now to call Mr. ROBERTS. That I cannot undertake to say. So far as the 
the previous question. committee was concerned, the matter was fully discussed in the com- 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to inquire whether or not the Committee | mittee-room, and the committee directed me to report the resolution, 
of Accounts have had under consideration the question of how many | as I did. I want to say that so far as I am concerned I believe the 
employés are necessary to discharge the duties that have to be dis- | resolution was right and proper, because the service had been ren- 
charged. dered. 

Mr. ROBERTS. We have had that matter under consideration, Mr. SAMPSON. It would seem, then, that the committee as a com- 
but I think that it is a matter that does not properly belong to the | mittee never have passed upon the necessity of this service. 
Committee of Accounts; it properly belongs to the Committee on Mr. MCMAHON. The gentleman from Iowa entirely misconceives 
Appropriations. I now insist upon the demand for the previous | the spirit in which that resolution was brought into the House. It 
question. was not for the purpose of passing upon the question of the absolute 

Mr. DUNNELL. I voted against the demand for the previous | necessity of the force in question, but for the purpose of testing the 
question in order that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. RoBrrts] | sense of the House upon this question in part: whether, if an officer 
might have a chance to be heard. He has been heard, and the gen- | of the House had employed a person and put him to work, and when 
tleman from lowa[Mr. SAMPSON] desires to be heard for a few mo- | the time came for his payment it was found that he was not in a posi- 
ments, and it is not fair that the gentleman from Maryland shall now | tion to draw his pay, because his employment was not directly author- 
insist upon the previous question. ized by law—whether in that case the United States would insist upon 

Mr. ROBERTS. 1 withdraw the demand for the previous question | the rule of law that he should get no pay unless he was on the roll, 
in order that the gentleman may be heard. or they would pay him the money as a person entitled to it because 

Mr. SAMPSON, I wish to inquire of the gentleman from Mary- | of his services, although he may have n misled. That, I think, 
land, who is chairman of the Committee of Accounts, if they have | was the spirit in which the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
investigated the question whether this was necessary service or not. | BLAIR] looked upon this resolution. 1 know that was the spirit in 

I think the House has a right to expect of that committee that | which I looked upon it, although I did not vote and probably would 
they shall examine the question of the necessity of the service and | not have voted for it as a naked question of law. fon 
whether it was authorized by law. If it was not authorized by law, Now, could we as members of the House of Representatives fail to 
then of course the only reason that could be urged for the payment | meet obligations which had been imposed upon us informally and not 
was the necessity for the service. according to law by an officer of the House who had employed more 

Now, it seems to me that the House had the right to rely upon the | men than the law authorized? I think that answers the ques 
committee's advice in relation to the necessity of this service, and we | tion. y : 
had a right to suppose from the resolution reported that the service Mr. SAMPSON. The only objection I have is that in fairness to 
was actually necessary. When the ebairman of the committee as- | the House the Committee of Accounts ought to have stated that fact 
sures the House that they have investigated this question and come | to the House. I observe that this resolution was passed just before 
to the conclusion that this service was necessary, I for one am satis- | the adjournment for the Christmas holidays. We all know how 1" 
tied ; otherwise I shall feel that the House has not been fairly dealt | is here just before such an adjournment. There is great panera, 
with by the Committee of Accounts. and not always is it possible to understand what is being done. : 

Mr. ROBERTS. I did not hear the last remark of the gentleman. | find that this resolution was introduced and passed just before the 

Mr. SAMPSON. As I understand the theory of the organization of | holiday adjournment, and I think the House evidently did not un 
the House, and of its committees, they are appointed for the purpose | derstand the purpose of the resolution. a 
of investigating and reporting to the House. The House had a right Mr. MCMAHON. The gentleman must have been very neglige n 
to believe, from the manner in which this resolution was reported, | of the public business if he did not discover the purpose of the eee 
that the Committee of Accounts had investigated the subject and | lution at the time, or if upon reading subsequently the oe 
tound that the service was rendered and was necessary and proper. | in the Recoxp and the statements in the public press he failed to 
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giseover that something was done that at this late day he does not 


= ‘SPEAKER. To whom does the gentleman from Maryland | 


i? 
~ ROBERTS. I yield now for one minute to the gentleman from | 
onnsylvania. 
' Mr. ULYMER. Mr. Speaker, this discnssion has wandered so far 
from its original purpose that I may be permitted to supplement 
what is said here by a statement which will illustrate what is the 
economy of this House, if it exists. It is this: that during the 
Forty-fourth Congress there was spent in the payment of employés 
hy the Senate the sum of $176,907.80. 
“Mr. DUNNELL., _ 1 wish to suggest—— 

Mr. CLYMER. I decline to be interrupted. During that period 
the contingent expenses of that body were $103,418, making the gross 
expenditure of $230,325.80, or at the rate of $3,688 for each Senator. 
During that same period of time the House spent for clerical force 
g]53,649 and for contingent expenses $122,303, making the gross sum 
€5,053, or only at the rate of $1,013 for each member. I wish this 
comparison made between the two bodies. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for one moment. 

Mr. ROBERTS. If I have any time left I will yield to the gentle- | 
man for one minute. 

Mr. SAYLER. The gentleman has no time, and cannot yield with- | 
out losing the floor. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Then I do not yield, but insist on my demand for 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ; 
and under the operation thereof the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXPUNGING THE RECORD. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I now move the House go into Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, I ask the gentleman to yield to me for a 
moment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes the gentleman from Michigan 
will be heard. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I now move that the affidavits 
read from the Clerk’s desk in this case be omitted from the published | 
RecorD. I do this because I believe in fair play, and not as a demo- | 
crat or republican and not taking into consideration whether we | 
have fair play on the other side or not. I believe in fair play. I | 
believe it is unjust, I believe it is wrong, I believe it is an outrage 
upon any man to have ex parte affidavits brought here and placed | 
upon our records to go all over the country. 1 have practiced law | 
too long not to know how ex parte affidavits are obtained. Mr. Polk | 
may be guilty of all that is dena against him, and he may not be. | 
I recollect that we had an honorable Speaker of this House charged | 
with outrageous offenses, and I remember, too, those charges were 
disproved and that he was sustained by the House. 

The SPEAKER. Unanimously. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Yes, by every member of it; and that may 
be the result here. At all events it is time enough for these black 
charges to be placed upon the record against Mr. Polk when he has 
been convicted after a fair hearing. For that reason, sir, and for 
none other, 1 move the ex parte atlidavits be expunged from the 
printed Recor of our proceedings. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan moves that the 
aflidavits read from the Clerk’s desk this morning be expunged from 
the printed Recorp of the proceedings of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The House has ordered the affidavits to be ex- 
arg from the Recorp of proceedings, and the clerks will obey the 
order. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I wish to know, Mr. Speaker, whether 
the order just made strikes from the remarks I made this morning the 
documents I had read as a part of those remarks. 

The SPEAKER. That was the motion which was carried with but 
one dissenting voice. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order! 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I move to reconsider the vote just had 
by which that order was taken, and I submit, Mr. Speaker, that a 
mewber who speaks and is in order-—— 

Mr. MONEY. Did the gentleman vote in the affirmative ? 

The SPEAKER. There was no record, but the gentleman himself 
know 8. It does not matter, however, as the Manual says that where | 
4 vote is not taken by yeas and nays, and consequently no record 
made of each member's vote, it is the well-settled practice to permit | 
any member to move @ reconsideration. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana, therefore, is in order in moving to reconsider. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish to know | 
whether any one has the right to strike out any speech made by any 
member of the House, and it was for that reason I moved to recon- | 


sider the vote just had in order that the question may receive the 
direct judgment of the House. > 

I want to have it understood by the country whether a bare ma- 
jority of this House has the power when a member, who is entitled 
to speak and entitled to be protected in his rignt to speak, has made 
a speech and insists that that speech shall go into the RECORD, where 
under the rules of the House it has a right to go, whether a bare ma- 
jority of this House, when that speech has been written out, has the 
right to suppress what the member has said. I want the country to 
know whether or not a majority on the floor of this House can sup- 
press the speech of a member who has spoken on any subject and 
whose remarks have been in order, when he insists that what he has 
said shall remain upon the record. 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? Were these documents read here your sentiments ? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have stated that these documents were 
a part of my speech and the foundation of my resolution. 

Mr. SPARKS. Do you indorse them? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I shall not answer the gentleman. I re- 
peat again that these were sworn aflidavits which | presented to the 
House ; that I went and inquired of a gentleman on the floor of this 
House in reference to the character of those afliants, and I became 
satistied that what they had testified to was true; and that in conse- 


| quence of that, without professing to have any knowledge about it, 


and stating that I regretted the necessity which compelled it, | dd 
feel that it was my duty as well as my right to incorporate those 
affidavits as a portion of my remarks. 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I shall not yield. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Let the gentleman from Illinois 
sit down. He has been worrying the gentleman irom Indiana. Let 
him go on. 

Mr. SPARKS. I have not worried him at all. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana has a right to the 
floor without interruption. 

Mr. SPARKS. I am not interrupting him. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I hope the gentlman, then, will take his 
seat and quit talking. 

I say, Mr. Speaker, whether I indorse the sentiments which are con- 
tained there or not is entirely irrelevant to the discussion. I stated 
at the outset that these men who made these affidavits were strangers 
to me but notwithstanding they came under the sanction of an oath; 
and that as they involved a grave charge against a high elective ofti- 
cer of this House, I felt it my duty before using those aflidavits to 
inquire from those who knew these men personally with reference to 
the question as to whether or not these men were entitled to be be- 
lieved when they put their statements under the solemn sanction of an 
oath, and I received such information as satistied me, Mr. Speaker, that 
what they hed said was stated by men who were entitled to be be- 
lieved, and consequently I felt it to be my right, as | felt it to be my 
duty, to incorporate those as a part of the speech I made in sustain- 
ing the resolution which I offered to the House, and I insist here that 
no member on this floor and no majority on this floor has the right to 
expurgate the REcorp or to mutiliate the REcoRD, or has the right 
to put the gag on the mouth of a member and say by resolution what 
sentiments a member shall utter on the floor of this House. 

I am answerable to my constituents. I am answerable tomy God. 
And if I have said anything that was not in order to this House in 
regard to that, I acknowledge my subjection to the rules of the House. 
But so long as I am in order, se long as what I have said is right and 
proper and within the rules, I am here to protest solemnly and em- 
phatically that I will not in silence submit to have my mouth gagged 
and what I have said stricken from the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires at this point to say that he 
recognized the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. ELLSwortu } to make 
the motion at that gentleman’s solicitation ; that the gentleman pre- 
ceded the motion by a statement which led the Chair to believe 
that there was a disposition on the minority side of the House, in the 
spirit, as was stated, of fair play, that that motion should be submit- 
ted to the House. Now, after the remarks of the gentleman, which 
were loud enough to be heard in every part of the Hall, the Chair 
did not hear any objection from the gentleman from Indiana, nor did 
the gentleman from Iudiana, so far as the Chair was able to see, rise 
to make any objection. The Chair therefore entertained the motion. 
But the Chair thinks that the position taken by the gentleman from 
Indiana now with so much vehemence is the correct one, that the 
House cannot eliminate from the remarks of a member what has been 
permitted to be made part of his remarks in order. The Chair sup- 
posed this was done by general consent, and when the vote was 
taken there was, so far as the Chair could distinguish, but a single 
negative vote, which was given by the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. TOWNSEND. } 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I did not happen to be in my seat when 
the motion was made. ‘The very instant I learned the fact that this 
matter was pending, just as the vote was being had, I came within 
the range of seats, and at the very first moment that I could do so 
I rose in my place and objected. I yield now to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. } 

Mr. YEATES. I rise to a point of order; and it is that no gentle- 
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man on this floor has a right to cause the Clerk to read his speech ; 
if he does not speak extemporaneously he mast read his speech him- 
self. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order if correct comes too late. 

Mr. YEATES. He had no right to have read by the Clerk that 
part of his speech sent up to be read. 

Phe SPEAKER. It is an every-day practice. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I wish to say only this, in addition to what has 
already been said by the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. BaKEr, } that 
the decision of the Chair just made is manifestly just toall concerned. 
In my long service here I never knew but two instances in which the 
House struck from the Recorp what had been said, and then it was 
done upon the point of order that the words were unfit to be spoken 
in the House. In one instance, when I was a member of the Com- 
mittee on Rules, we were instructed to determine whether the speech 
of a member should be erased from the Recor, from the fact that 
the member had applied words improperly to a member of the Senate. 
The committee considered that speech, and decided that certain sen- 
tences, if they had been delivered in the House—for it was a written 
speech, printed by leave—would not have been in order. 
there is no case in which anything spoken in order has been stricken 
from the record. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will recollect that in that case, 
and it was in the case of a gentleman from Ohio, it was done by a 
majority vote. The ground taken was that the words, if uttered in 
open House, would have been objected to as out of order. It was not 
a similar case to the present, because there was a controversy in the 
resent case, and the affidavits presented by the gentleman from 
Sations {Mr. BAKER] were admitted by the Chair as being in order. 

Mr. SAYLER. The Chair has made his decision, and it is in con- 
formity with previous rulings, and I think that we had better go on 
and do some other business. 

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a question of privilege. 
reading of the latter clause of Rule 65. 

The SPEAKER. Before that is done the Chair wants to say that 


I call for the 


he understands the feeling which prompted the gentleman from | 


Michigan to make this suggestion, one entirely creditable to him, but 
the Chair thinks on reflection that when the action of the House has 
been taken that action ought toappear on the Recor. It is in justice 
to the gentleman from Indiana and in justice to the House that the 
Record shall show why this committee was raised and this investi- 
gation ordered. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I insist upon my motion to reconsider, 
if the Chair rules that my remarks cannot be printed in the REcoRD. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled that where remarks are made 
in order, it is not in order or in the power of the House to eliminate 
them from the Recorb. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is unquestionably right. 

SMOKING IN THE HALL. 

Mr. ATKINS. LI rise to a question of privilege. 
tion of the Chair to the last clause of Rule 65. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Smoking is prohibited within the bar of the House or gallery. 

The SPEAKER. This rule is known to members as well as to the 


Chair, and the Chair hopes that members will obey the injunction of 
the rule, 


I direct the atten- 


EXPUNGING THE RECORD. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. At the request of many members I will 
not insist upon my motion to reconsider, but will yield to the gentle- 
man from New York, [ Mr. TOWNSEND. } 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As the matter now stands the 
House has voted a vote of condemnation against the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Baker] for the remarks which he has made in the 
Hlouse this morning. It seems to me that no gentleman upon the 
other side of the House can wish to pass a vote of condemnation upon 
a gentleman for presenting a matter like the gentleman from Indiana 
presented this morning within the rule and which he properly dis- 
cussed before the House. It seems to me that the House ought not 
to let it appear that it intended such condemnation. 

Mr. SPARKS. What is before the House f 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I move to lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. COX, of Ohio. 
the action taken by the House in regard to documents before it must 
not refer to documents before it in order, and not to a part of the 
speech of any gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairdesires to state that if anybody denied 
the right of a member vo have his speech undisturbed on the Recorp, 
he would have recognized that the House had no right, by a majority 
vote, or by the votes of all the members except the gentleman him- 
self, to expunge it. 

Mr. SAYLER. The decision of the Chair is right, and therefore 
the motion to reconsider is entirely unnecessary, because the Speaker 
decided that what was done by the House was impossible action, and 
there is now no necessity for the motion to reconsider. He can accom- 
plish nothing by the motion. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I would say in reply to the gentleman 
from Ohio that unless the action I propose be taken it would appear 
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that this House intended to heap censure on my head for introducine 
these affidavits. "8 

All I want in reference to this matter is simply to have it know, 
to the country whether or not a majority or all the members of this 
House except myself believe that a member who has spoken a, 
subject of vital importance to the House, and has spoken wit}yiy 1. 
rules, is deserving of censure by the House. Any one who shall wie 
against the reconsideration will be understood by the country ond 
can be understood in no other sense, as voting to rebuke the member 
who introduced this subject-matter of investigation, and who made 
a speech in order on that subject. I now call the previous question 
on the motion to reconsider. : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the gentleman will allow me, | 
desire one moment. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Certhinly. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I trust the House will vote unani- 
mously for the motion to reconsider, The decision of the Speaker jg 
right, and the gentleman from Indiana is right. Let us re: onsider 
that vote of the House, and the Speaker's ruling will prevail. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana[ Mr. BAKER ] moves 
to reconsider the vote by which the House ordered that the atlidayits 
presented by him as a part of his remarks should be excluded froy, 
the Recorp. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I desire to say a word. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. About how much time does the gentle- 
man want? 
[ Mr. ELLSWORTH. A minute and a half, perhaps three-quarters, 

Laughter. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I made the motion I did innocently. I was 
relying upon the honor, candor, frankness, and the respectability of 
the republican party here, to keep these affidavits from going into 
the Recorp. That was what I was doing. I talked with my triend 
from Indiana (Mr. BAKER] about the matter, and I talked with other 
members about it. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 
did I not decline ? 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I understood from you that it could not very 
well be done; but I did not understand that you was opposed to it 
if it could be done properly. That is what I understood. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. The gentleman entirely misunderstood 
what I said. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. If I was mistaken, very well. I have the ut- 
most respect for the honorable gentleman from Indiana. I wonld 
wish to censure him in no way. He brought in his paper properly ; 
he made his charges properly ; he came before the House jionorably. 
1 do not intend to censure him in any possible way. My only object 
was, not to injure him, but to save another man from injury, if pos- 
sibly he should prove to be an innocent man. Every man on earth 
ought to be willing todo that. Every republican ought to be willing 
to do it. We claim to be honorable men; let us be so. It cannot in- 
jure the gentleman from Indianaif by consent these affidavits are 
left out of his remarks. The idea is an absurdity that it cannot be 
done. It can be done just as well as to leave them in. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. There is nothing to jnstify the 
action of the gentleman from Indiana[Mr. BAKER] except the papers 
upon which he set his action in motion. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. His word is sufficient. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I deny the statement of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. TOWNSEND.] Charges have been made here; the 
remarks of gentlemen on this floor have indicated more or less what 
they were. The people can understand what they please in relation 
to what these affidavits may be. The special charges in full may be 
left from the Recorp for the benefit of this man, if possibly he be 
innocent. Now, why not do it? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I am very happy to see that the gentle- 
man from Michigan is so exceedingly tender hearted, and so exceed- 
ingly sensitive in reference to people who are charged with offenses. 
I trust that the generous heart which seems to beat in his bosom may 
swell to such an extent that he will be induced to move to amend 
the whole system of jurisprudence which we now have, so that when 
a man is to be arraigned on a criminal charge it shall be unlawful 
to wound his sensitive nature by putting the charges, althongh sworn 
to, on the public files of the courts, as they are now put, subject as 
they now are to be published from one end of the country to the other. 

I have taken the ordinary, proper, fit course in this mat'er; that 
is, to make known to the world the grounds on which the accusation 
rests. Itisa right that Mr. Polk is entitled to, aright that the mea’ est 
criminal in the land is entitled to, to have the charges which are pre- 
ferred against him put in writing, sworn to, made publicly, so that 
he can confront them in the ordinary mode of trial which is provided 
by law. 

“I made these affidavits as part of my remarks without any purpose 
to do injury to anybody. I have said, and I repeat it again, that | 
felt constrained to present this matter before the House and the 
country. If it shall turn out, and God knows that I hope it may 60 
turn ont, that this man is innocent, then he will receive his vindica- 
tion when his innocence is made known, and his vindication will be 
as wide-reaching as the charge which has been made. 


The gentleman asked me the question; 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I desire 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. How much time does the gentleman 
’ 
= COX, of New York. Is the gentleman through ? 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, I am not through. ; 

Mr. COX,of New York. When the gentleman is through I will 
take the floor. . 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 
for a remark. , . 

Mr. COX, of New York. I was about to make a motion which per- 
haps the gentleman will not yield to me to make. I was about to 
move to lay upon the table the gentleman’s motion to reconsider. _ 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. But I have already demanded the previ- 
ous question on my motion to reconsider. — 

Mr. COX, of New York. But I have a right to make the motion to 
lay upon the table nevertheless. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Not after I have demanded the previous 

a»stion. 
™ ct )X, of New York. Oh, yes, sir; I beg tosay to the gentleman 
from Indiana if he yields the floor to me that in making the motion 
to lay upon the table the motion to reconsider there ‘s no imputation 
meant to be cast upon him at all. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have not yielded to any such motion to 
lay upon the table. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 

emark. 
° The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the gentleman from Indi- 
ana to yield to the gentleman from New York to make a few 
remarks. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. 
a motion. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Now I think the gentleman from Indiana 
is unnecessarily excited about any imputation being cast upon him. 
He is not on trial here now. Weall accord to him honorable motives, 
in trying to purify this House. I think he has acted on fair motives 
so far as I ean discover. But what is the real effect of this business 
of striking out from the Recorp the papers which were read this 
morning from the Clerk’s desk? We know, whether these letters or 
affidavits go into the REcORD or not, they haye already gone, by 
having been read in the House, on the wings of the wind to the press 
all over the country, and we know, too, that one hundred thousand 
people read what is sent out by the reporters in the gall:ry where 
one reads the proceedings published in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
Now, the time of the House has been taken up too long already by 
this discussion, and therefore I propose to cut off all further debate 
by moving to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. But I have demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. COX, of New York. The motion to lay upon the table is equiv- 
alent to the previous question. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. To allow that motion to lay upon the 
table to come in it strikes me would simply be a greater and more 
grievous outrage. : 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana has moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the House directed that the aflidavits 
submitted as part of his remarks be eliminated from the Recorp, 
and pending that the gentleman from New York has moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. On that I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Several MEMBERS. Oh, no! 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Well, then I withdraw it for the 
present. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I have demanded the previous question. 

lhe previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Does the motion to lay on the table take 
precedence ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so rules under Rule 42. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have withdrawn the demand 
for the yeas and nays on the motion to lay on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 61, noes 145. 

So the House refused to lay on the table the motion to reconsider. 


‘The question next recurred on the motion of Mr. Baker, of In- 
diana, to reconsider. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The House having reconsidered the vote, the 
question recurs again on the motion of the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. ELLsworti] that the affidavits read in the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana this morning be expunged from the printed 
Re ORD of the proceedings of the Tecaes. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I now raise the question of order 
whether that motion is in order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order and rules 
the motion out. 


Hot TOWNSEND, of New York. Then there is nothing before the 


_ The SPEAKER. The motion having been ruled out, there is noth- 
ng how before the House. 


And I will yield to the gentleman now 


Iam not making a motion now, but a 


Yes, to make a remark, but not to make 


PRIVATE CALENDAR—OBJECTION DAY, 


Mr. BRIGHT. I now move that the House go into Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, this being objection day, and I 
hope there will be no objection to entertaining the motion at this 
time without regard to the morning lrour. 

There was no objection. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, (Mr. YEATES in the chair.) 

: The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the first bill on the Calen- 
dar. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The bill (H. R. No. 1895) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoff 
man. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This is objection day and that is not the first bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that it is objection day. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. But this bill is under discussion in Committee 
of the Whole House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The practice has been under the rules to begin 
with the Calendar where the committee left off on the preceding 
objection day. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed by the journal clerk 
that the bill the title of which has just been read comes up as the 
unfinished business, and that although this is objection day it must 
first be disposed of. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Oh,no, that cannot be so, for on objection day 
no discussion is in order and a single objection prevents the passage 
of any bill. That bil] to which the Chair refers is before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House under discussion and goes over to the 
next private-bill day, other than objection day. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read Rule 113. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

113. The rules of proceedings in the House shall be observed in a Committee of 
the Whole House, so far as they may be applicable, except the rule limiting the 
times of en but no member shall speak twice to any question until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read Rule 56. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

56. The consideration of the unfinished business in which the House may be en- 
gaged at an adjournment shall be resumed as soon the Journal of the next day is 
read, and at the same time each day thereafter until disposed of ; and if from any 
cause other business shall intervene, it shall be resumed as soon as such other busi- 
ness is disposed of. And the consideration of all other unfinished business shall 
be resumed whenever the class of business to which it belongs shall be ia order 
under the rules. 

Mr. BURCHARD. But that refers to unfinished business from the 
last objection day, and not business which is before the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar on the ordinary private- 
bill day, when discussion is in order. This is objection day, and un- 
der the rules a single objection can prevent the passage of any bill 
being reported to the House or its being laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the Clerk read now the resolution in rela- 
tion to objection day? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read Rule 129. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

129. On the first and fourth Friday of each month, the Calendar of private bills 
shali be called over, (the chairman of the Committee of the Whole House com- 
mencing the call where he left off the previous day,) and the bills to the pussage 
of which noobjection shall then be mate shall be first considered and disposed of.— 
January 25, 1839. But when a bill is again reached, after having been once objected 


to, the committee shall consider and dispose of the same, unless it shall again be 
objected to by at least five members.—March 16, 1860, May 8, 1874. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed by the Clerk that this 
was the pending question when the Committee of the Whole last 
had the Private Calendar under consideration. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I submit to the Chair that this will be the pend- 
ing question when we again reach the class of business to which this 
bill belongs. This is not that class of business. This is objection 
day, while that bill was the unfinished business on consideration 
day. 

Mr. FINLEY. 
objection day. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If that be so then it is in order. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. My colleague is mistaken. On objection day 
bills are not considered. A single objection causes them to be passed 
over. 

Mr. BURCHARD. It has been the practice on objection days to 
resume the consideration of the Calendar at the point where the 
committee left off on the preceding objection day. Now, both the 
bills No. 1895 and No. 129 had been objected to; and to-day the Clerk 
should commence with the next item on the Calendar, the petition 
of Francis B. Thompson, of Illinois, late of the Fifteenth Illinois 
Volunteers, for relief. I have no care about this except as to the 
matter of order. I am merely stating what has been the practice. 

Mr. FINLEY. I desire to say to the gentleman that I think he is 
in error as to the day on which we were discussing this bill. I think 
it was on objection day. 

Mr. BURCHARD. We cannot discuss bills on objection day. 

Mr. CONGER. As I understand the rule, it requires the Clerk on 


I believe this bill was the unfinished business on 
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objection day to commence calling the Private Calendar where he 
left off on the previous objection day. Now, if the record is referred 
to it will be shown we had passed the bill referred to and the next 
bill undér objection, and we should commence now with the bills on 


the Calendar which were not reached on last objection day. I recol- 
lect that objection was made to the next bill. ; 
Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a question of order. It is that 


we cannot hear a word that is said. 

The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen are requested to take their seats 
and cease conversation. The Chair will maintain order if the mem- 
bers will assist him. 

Mr. CONGER. I will repeat what I was saying on this point of 
order, a8 I may not have been heard. I think the rule requires the 
Clerk to commence the call, to-day being objection day, where it was 
left off on the last objection day. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That is right. 

Mr. CONGER. This bill which is now called, No. 1895, the second 
one on the list, and the next bill had been called and objections were 
made. The third bill on the Private Calendar was called on the last 
objection day and it was passed over under objection. Such is my 
recollection. The record should show where the Clerk stopped on 
the last day. I ask the Chair to consult the record and ascertain 
where the call should commence. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If I understand the position of this question, this 
bill was called on the last consideration day and during the pendency 
of the consideration of that bill the committee rose. That bill can- 
not be considered again until the next consideration day in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, when it will come up as unfinished business. 
To-day being objection day, all the bills upon the Calendar are liable 
to be called, from the point where we left off last objection day, and 
cannot be displaced by any bill which was left unfinished during 
consideration day. The rule, as I understand it, requires that the 
call should commence where upon the last objection day it was sus- 
pended, and should continue in that way to the end of the Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order, and the 
Clerk will proceed to the next business on the Calendar at the point 
where the committee left off last objection day. 

Mr. KEIFER. I rise to a question of order. I submit that the 
Clerk should cal] the first bill on the Calendar, being the bill (H. R. 
No. 1994) for the relief of the Bartholomew County Agricultural So- 
ciety of the State of Indiana. As I understand, when that bill was 
called on a former day objection was made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that that bill was ob- 
jected to, and the committee has now reached a point further on in 
the Calendar. 

Mr. FINLEY. The bill to which the gentleman from Ohio refers 
(H. R. No. 1984) was read on the last objection day, and was objected 
to. I make the point that it cannot be read now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has so decided. 


FRANCIS B. THOMPSON. 


The first business on the Calendar was the petition of Francis B. 
Thompson, of Illinois, late of the Fifty-sixth Illinois Volunteers, for 
relief, reported adversely by the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The Clerk commenced to read the petition. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Lobject. It is unnecessary to occupy time in 
reading the petition. 

WILLIAM C. SNYDER. 

The next business on the Calendar was tbe bill (H. R. No. 536) for 
the relief of William C. Snyder, of Illinois. 

The bill and report were read. 

Objected to by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama. 


DWIGHT A. BARRETT. 


The next business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 1947) 
granting a pension to Dwight A. Barrett, late private Company E, 
l’orty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Dwight A. Barrett, late 
private Company E, Forty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer 
Infantry. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

GEORGE M’COY. 


The next business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 142) 
granting a pension to George McCoy. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of George McCoy, some 
time acting assistant surgeon United States Army at Emory Hospital, 
Washington, District of Columbia. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of Dr. 
George McCoy, some time acting assistant surgeon United States Army, and the 
bill (HL R. 142) granting a pension to George McUoy, report as follows : 

it appears from the evidence that the petitioner was a contract surgeon, attached 
to Emory Hospital ; that, while riding in a buggy from bis residence in the city of 
Washington to the hospital, {he vehicle was run into by a street car, the petitioner 
thrown from his seat, the pole of the car striking him in the right side and back, 


producing a spinal injury from which he has never recovered. There is me 
as to the injury, the claim being rejected by the Commissioner on the aie : : 
the disability was not contracted in the “line of duty as contemplate ape See 
4693, Revised Statutes.” There is no doubt that this Tosielon is in accordan 2 
the strict letter of the law, but in dealing with those who served the country i 
the rebellion it is in the power of Congress to consider equity as well a ae 
this case the equity is on the side of the petitioner. It is shown that. a’ th cn - 
tached to the medical corps of the hospital, the Government failed to ft ough - 
the necessary accommodations or quarters. This compelled him to go to ani. ; - 
his residence for meals and rest at night. and from 


A _ It was while on one of these misai, 
that the accident occurred. In view of this it seems no more than just that th ; 


prayer of the petitioner should be granted. The committee therefore nr port back 
the petition with the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. os 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be re 
favorably to the House. 


MRS. R. C. MAXWELL. 


The next business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 30; 
granting a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Maxwell, widow of the late 
Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One hundred and ninety-fourth Ohio Voly; : 
teer Infantry. , 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mrs. Rebecca (. Max 
well, widow of the late Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One hundred ona 
ninety-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (IT. R. No. 305 
peeneing © peacian to Mrs. Rebecca ©. Maxwell, widow of Obadiah ©. Maxwell 
ate lieutenant-colonel Second Ohio Volunteers, and colonel One hundred and n mety 
fourth Ohio Volunteers, have had the same under carefu) considerat 
make the following report: 

Mrs. Rebecca C. Maxwell is the widow of the late Colonel 0. C. Maxwell. who 
entered the service on the breaking out of the rebellion asa private in Company |} 
Second Ohio Volunteers. He was soon promoted to a captaincy in said reviment 
and on the 31st day of December, 1862, to the lieutenant-colonelcy of the same rev 
iment. He was a most gallant and efficient officer, and served in the armies of the 
Potomac, Ohio, and Cumberland. He was at the first battle of Bull Run, Perry. 
ville, Stone River, and Chickamauga. He was severely wounded at Perryville. a 
ball fracturing lower third of left fibula, from which he never entirely recovered 
At Stone River a fragment of a shell grazed front of thyroid cartilage, contusing 
front of right shoulder and injuring head so that he was unconscious for more than 
twenty-four hours. At Chickamauga he received a terribly severe gunshot wound 
below right nipple, ball passing through the body and out of right back. This 
always affect him, causing hemorrhages at frequent intervals during his life 
and frequent paroxysms of pain so excruciating as to make life almost unendura 
ble, and seriously coating the normal condition of his mind. His last wounds 
were received in Septem ver, 1°63. On account of them he was honorably dis 
charged the service February 1, 1864, and soon after placed onthe pension-rolls. Ke. 
covering to some extent from his disabilities, and the war still being in progress, his 
patrioticand restless spirit took him back into the service, when he was commissioned 
colonel of the One hundred and ninety-fourth Ohio Volunteers, and at the c'os 
of the rebellion he was honorably discharged with his command. On re-entering 
the service he was suspended on the pension-rolls, but subsequently, his wounds 
greatly troubling him, upon medical examination, he was again placed upon the 
a. From the testimony given, be at all times afterward seems to have 
een a great sufferer from his wounds, at times the pain very excruciating, and at 
others causing a despondency so great that his sanity was affected. On the 6th 
of December, 1872, he committed suicide, when his constitution had been so broken 
down and his whole nervous system so shattered that there can be no doubt that 
he was in a state of mental aberration. His wife, who isin poor and needy circum 
stances, asks for a pension. The Pension Bureau refuses it because “it is not sat 
isfactorily shown that death is traceable to the wounds incurred in the service 
From a careful examination of the case the committee have no doubt that the deaih 
of Colonel Maxwell is traceable to his wounds received in the service. He was aman 
of perfect physique when he went into the service, of a pioud and gallant nature, 
with an organization fine and sensitive. The testimony is abundant of lis constant 
and at times most painful suffering from his wounds, so great as to deprive him 
of rest and sleep—never, the latter part of his life, resting a night through—and 
that bis mental condition from despondency, caused by suffering, was so great as 
to make him at times insane; and your committee have no doubt that was his con- 
dition at the time he committed the rash deed.. At most, in his wounded and suf 
fering condition, he could have lived but a few years, Then, at his death there 
woul be no question about giving his wife a pension. Your committee therefore 
report back the bill and recommend its passage. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 


THOMAS CRAWFORD. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
467) restoring the name of Thomas Crawford, a soldier of the Mexi- 
can war, to the pension-roll. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Secretary of the Interior 
is hereby authorized and required to restore to and place upon the 
pension-roll of the United States the name of Thomas Crawford, of 
the State of Indiana, a soldier of the Mexican war, whose name was 
stricken from said roll upon his enlistment in the United States Army 
during the late war against the rebellion ; and that said Thomas Craw- 
ford be paid the same sum and under the same limitations that he was 
paid before his name was stricken from said pension-roll. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask for the reading of the report 
accompanying the bill. 

The report was read, as follows : 

That Thomas Crawford was regularly enrolled on the pension-roll of the United 
States on the 30th day of July, 1848, on account of a gunshot wound received in 
the line of his duty as a private in Company K, Second Regiment United States 
Infantry, in the Mexican war. Although his wound still disabled him, he enlisted 
in the late war on the 28th December, 1863, in Company B, Thirteenth Regiment 
Indiana Cavalry ; he was accepted and mustered in, according to the testimony of 
Major Stout, by whom he was enlisted on account of his military knowledge and 
experience, but never was able for actual service. In the capacity he was enlisted 
for he did bis whole duty well, but in long marches he was necessarily dropped 
out, and leftin the hospitals. At the muster-oat he was not with the reciment, 
and hence appears on the muster-out of the company as deserted, this being on the 
18th November, 1865. On this account the Pension Bureau decline to restore his 


dispute 


ported 


ion, and beg to 
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ne totheroll. This, we think, is no sufficient ground for refusal to restore his 
pam’ to the pension-roll. His desertion, if it were true, would previ nt his obtajn- 


ion if his application was on account of injury received in the last war; 

la certiticate by right for his services in the Mexican war, there is no 

erpvision of law that desertion, even if it existed, which is by no means admitted 

te the claimant in this case, should work a forfeiture of a prior right. A right to 

«sali pension is as distinctly detined a legal right asa right to a farm or 

pe ee chattel, and unless there is distinct legal ground for forfeiture there 

= Ee no forfeiture by implication ; hence your committee would report back the 
pill, and recommend its passage. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 


BRIDGET T. HOPPER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
194%) granting a pension to Bridget T. Hopper. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Secretary of the Interior 
be, and he is thereby, authorized and directed to place on the pension- 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Bridget T. Hopper, widow of Edward C. Hopper, late a cap- 
tain of Company G, of the Fifth New Jersey Volunteers. 

Mr.HARDENBERGH. That bill passed the last House unanimously. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

BENJAMIN C. WEBSTER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1949) granting a pension to Benjamin C. Webster. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is thereby, authorized and directed to place on the pension- 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Benjamin C. Webster, late a private in Company F, Eighth 
Regiment Maine Volunteers. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 


ELIZABETH D. STONE. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. No. 
1950) granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone. 

The bill was read, It provides that the Secretary of the Interior 
be, and he is thereby, authorized and directed to place on the penusion- 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Elizabeth D. Stone, widow of Brinton Stone, late an acting 
ussistant surgeon in the United States mai i 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

REUBEN J. CHEWNING. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
742) granting a pension to Reuben J. Chewning. 

The bill was read. It provides that a pension be, and is hereby, 
sranted to Reuben J. Chewning, late private in the Fourth Regiment 
Minnesota Infantry Volunteers; that the Commissioner of Pensions 
be, and is hereby, instructed to place the name of said Reuben J. 
Chewning on the pension-roll. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

J. H. DUNCAN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (I. R. No. 
1966) for the relief of J. H. Duncan, postmaster at Elberton, Georgia. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place to the credit 
of the fund for the Post-Office Department, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, on money-order account, the 
sum of $98; and the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Oftice De- 
nen is directed to place the like sum to the credit of J. H. 

Juncan in his account as postmaster at Elberton, Georgia, it being 
the amount of surplus money-order funds mailed by said postmaster, 
July —, 1877, for deposit with the postmaster. 

Mr. SMITH, of Georgia. I ask for the reading of the report in that 
case, 

The report was read, as follows: 

That they find from the evidence before them that said Duncan did, on the 23d 
day of July, 1877, remit for deposit with the postmaster at Atlanta, Georgia, by 
registered poche, the sum of $98. They further find that the express-train which 
carried said package was in part destroyed by fire on the 24th of the same month, 


an the mail car was destroyed, said package being destroyed with all the other 
mail matter on said car. 


Nothing appears in the facts to indicate any negligence or default on the part of 
said Duncan, and the special agent for the Post-Office Dervartment recomme nding 
that said Duncan be allowed a credit for said loss, your committee report the ac- 
companying bill for his relief and recommend its passage. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. There isa blank in the bill, and I 


move to fill that blank by inserting the words “twenty-four ;” so that 
it will read “ July 24, 1877.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 
WILLIAM C. SNYDER. 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I withdraw my objection to the bill 


st No. 538) for the relief of William C. Snyder, of Illinois. 
there being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
fav orably to the House. 
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MARY FEARON AND JESSIE CROSSIN. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
2138) to pay Mary Fearon and Jessie Crossin, exeecutrices of Samuel 
P. Fearon, deceased, for certain registered United States bonds. re- 
deemed by the Government on forged assignments and power of 
attorney. 


The bill was read. It provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Mary Fearon and 
Jessie Crossin, as executrices of Samuel P. Fearon, deceased, late of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, or to the legal personal representatives of 
said Samuel P. Fearon, deceased, the sum of $4,000, with the lawful 
interest which would have accrued thereon from the date of the last 
payment of interest to the legal personal representatives of said Sam- 
uel P. Fearon, deceased, upon the following certificates of registered 
stock of the United States, redeemed or assigned upon forged power 
of attorney and forged assignment, namely, No. 2081, act of March 
3, 1864, for $1,000, and Nos. 3424, 3425, 3426, 3427, 3428, and 3429, act 
of February 23, 1562, for $500 each, the property of said estate, the 
said payment of principal and interest to be made according to the 
terms and stipulations of the said original certificates. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I object to that bill. 

Mr. TUCKER. I appeal to the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
withdraw that objection. I will state that this bill is in behalf—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is out of order. 


Mr. TUCKER. But I am appealing to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I will hear the report read. 

The report was read, as follows: 


Upon full examination of the evidence furnished to the committee, they are sat- 
isfied that the registered bonds named in the resolution belonged to the late Sam- 
uel P. Fearon, of Philadelphia; that after his death, in 1864 or 1865, letters testa- 
mentary were granted, on probate of his will, to Mary Fearon and Jessie Crossin, 
his executrices, October 10, 1865; that, under asupposed power of attorney from Mary 
Fearon and Jessic Crossin (said to have been signed and sealed in presence of Will- 
iam Wallace and J. R. Edmunds, and acknowledged before Thomas Randall, an alder- 
man and justice of peace, as by a certificate signed and officially sealed by him ap- 
— toacertain John V. Creely, of Philadelphia, formerly a member of Congress 

rom said city, six registered bonds for $500 each, numbered from 3424 to 3429, issued 
under the act approved February 25, 1862, and redeemable at pleasure after April 
30, 1867, and payable May 1, 1882, were assigned July 5, 1871, by said Creely, attor- 
ney, to the Secretary of the Treasury, in trust for the United States; said assign- 
ment being executed in presence of George Eyster, assistant treasurer of the United 
States at Philadelphia; that the said power of attorney was forged, never having 
been signed, sealed, or acknowledged before said Randall, as he himself now testi- 
fies; that a certain other registered bond of the United States, numbered 20-1, for 
$1,000, issued under act of March 3, 1864, dated June 8, 1864, redeemable after Feb- 
ruary 28, 1874, and payable March 1, 1904, was assigned to Amanda Walliza, and a 
new certificate issued thereupon; the said assignment on the back of the certifi- 
cate issued to Samuel P. Fearon, deceased, being sigued with the names of Mary 
Fearon and Jessie Crossin, executrices, écc., August 27 1869, in presence of Abra- 
ham Stewart, notary public, in the city of Philadelphia; und, lastly, that the said 
supposed power of attorney to Creely, and the assignment on the certiticate for 
$1,000, No. 2081, were undoubted forgeries. 

It is clear that, unless some gross negligence on the part of the executrices estops 
their claim, the Government is still a debtor to them for the said certificates, though 
payment has been made to others, because they were not legally authorized by the 
executrices to reccive the same. 

As these certiticates have been on the books of the Treasury redeemed, or as- 
signed to others, it is deemed better to pay to the executrices the amount of the 
same, with interest, according to the terms of the contract and the laws regulating 
their payment. 

The committee therefore report a bill in lieu of the joint resolution referred to 
them, which they recommend do pass. 

The facts of this case justify the committee in presenting some further views 
and recommending further action. 

It appears that the forgeries committed in this case were certified by a notary 
public in the case of the one-thousand-dollar certificate, and by an alderman and 
justice of the peace in the case of the power of attorney under which the six bonds 
were transferred. 

No legislation has prescribed the form or mode of assignment and transfer of 
such certificates, nor the persons before whom to be acknowledged. The loss to 
which the Government is subjected suggests the possible need of legislation. 

It is true the Secretary of the Treasury has on the back of these certificates =. 
scribed a form, and the parties before whom the acknowledgments thereof shall be 
made. These parties are a United States judge, district attorney, or clerk, or col- 
lector of customs, United States Treasurer or assistant, an American minister 
abroad, United States consul, or a notary public—the seals of the last two being 
required to be attached. 

Though in the case of the six bonds aforesaid the assignment by the feigned 
attorney was acknowledged before the party designated on the back of the certifi- 
cates, the forged power of attorney was acknowledged before an alderman or jus- 
tice of the peace. It was a departure from the requirements prescribed to — 
the assignment of these bonds by an attorney under a power not acknowledged 
before parties designated; and the assignments were therefore invalid according 
to the Terme prescribed. These assignments were made to the Secretary, for the 
use of the United States, and conveyed no title; nor were they in form as prescribed 
by the Secretary himself. 

But beyond this there are serious evils in the forms prescribed. The forgery in 
each case arose from the notary and alderman taking an acknowledgment when 
they did not identify the parties making them. This leaves the door open to con 
stant frauds upon the Government. 

Your committee, upon inquiry, find that since this case has come to the know!l- 
edge of the Department other regulations have been made by the Secretary which 
seem to guard sufliciently against the recurrence of such frauds; and, as others 
may suggest themselves, he is free to adoptthem. The committee therefore think 
it is better to leave the regulation of assignments to the Secretary without further 
legislation. 

Your committee further report that the fraud and forgery committed by Creely 
were done through the negligence of the notary and the alderman. Whether their 

| conduct makes them liable to any judicial action isa proper subject at least of 
inquiry. Whether any has been taken against them or Creely, whose guilt appeais 
| to he clear, your committee are not informed. It is said that Creely is supposed 
to be dead, but, if so, his estate is responsible to the Government 
The bond No. 2031 was assigned from hand to hand, ani among the assignees 





: 
i 
i 

i 

4 

i 
4 
: 
: 
t 

. 


ag 


Sener 


owe 


en oe 


720 


in the course of its transfer appear the names of Sailer & Stevenson, who assigned 
to Jay Cooke & Co. Whether a loss accruing to the Government from a forged 
assivument, under which these several assignees claimed and obtained new certiti- 
cates for the same stock from the Government, creates a liability to the Govern- 
ment, on their part, is a question of suflicient importance to suggest such legal in- 
quiry by the og ers of the Government as will lead to a remedy for the loss, if 
remedy there be 


Your committee therefore report another resolation, requesting the Secretary of 


the Treasury to institute any legal proceedings he may be advised is proper in the 
pretiises, 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


Mr. HAYES. Let me ask if this is a unanimous report from the 
committee ? 

Mr. TUCKER. It is. 

Mr. HAYES. If the report is a unanimous one I will make no 
objection. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I objected to the bill before the 
report was read, and now since I have beard the report read I am sat- 
istied that it is one of those cases that we ought to look into more 
carefully, especially as the committee have made suggestions which 
require consideration. I object to the consideration of the bill. 


JAMES J. WARING. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
251) for the relief of James J. Waring, of Savannah, Georgia. 

The bill was read. It provides that the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to refund to James J. 
Waring, of Savannah, Georgia, the sum of $390.01 in gold, out of 
auy money in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appro- 
priated, on account of said amount having been paid by the said 
James J. Waring on a portion of the steam-plow machinery imported 
by him, which was ordered when the same was duty free, but a por- 
tion of which did not arrive in the United States until after duty was 
established on the same. 

Mr. HAYES. I call for the reading of the report. 

The report was read, as follows: 

It is a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to refand to James J. War- 
ing the sum of $°90.01, gold. 

The committee tind, after careful examination of the case, that Mr. Waring went 
to Europe to examine there certain steam-plow machinery used for the cultivation 
of the soil, with a view of importing the same to this country should he find it to 
bo as represented. 

In 1672 Congress passed a law (United States Statutes at Large, page 273, section 
7) that fora term of two years from that date steam-plow machinery adapted to the 
cultivation of the soil might be imported by any person for his own use free of duty. 

On the strength of this and on the faith of the Government that no duty would 
be exacted Mr. Waring purchased one of these stcam-plows and ordered it shipped 
to his address at Savannah. The manufacturers completed part of his order and 
shipped it tohim, which Mr. Waring received and entered free of duty. 

By a series of unexpected delays, he which Mr. Waring was in no way responsi- 
ble, the remainder of the machinery to complete tho steam-plow, and without which 
the fret consignment was wholly worthless, did not arrive till after the expiration 
of the time allowed by law for free entry thereof; therefore Mr Waring was com- 
pelled to pay duty on the last shipment, which he did under protest in order to be 
able to complete his steam-plow. 

Lhe committee are therefore of the opinion that the relief asked for should be 
granted, and that the bill (IL. R. No. 251) authorizing such relief should be passed. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 


EXECUTORS OF JOHN 8. MILLER. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
535) for the relief of the executors of the estate of John 8. Miller, 
deceased, 

The bill was read. It provides that the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue be, and he is hereby, directed to credit Barbara Miller, John 
8. Miller, and William H. Miller, executors of the estate of Jolin S. 
Miller, deceased, with the amount assessed against them for deficiency 
in the production of spirits at their distillery at Sterling, Illinois, 
during the months of April, May, and June, 1876, the said assess- 
ments being based upon an excessive estimate of the producing ca- 
pacity of their distillery, forced upon the said executors over their 
protest and in opposition to the written opinion of the collector mak- 
ing the survey; provided that the Conmnissioner of Internal Revenue 
shall be satisfied that the said executors have paid the legal tax upon 
all spirits produced at their distillery during the said months. 

Mr. DEERING. 1 object to the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. HAYES. Let the report be read. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows : 


The facts in relation to the case are substantially as follows: 

rhe distillery of the petitioners has been, and now is, being operated upon a 
fermenting period of seventy-two hours. The surveyed producing capacity had 
been fixed at fourteen quarts of spirits to the bushel, and the distillery had been 
opr rated for a considerable length of time under that arrangement. 

On the 10th day of February, 1876, a new survey was made of the distillery, 
under orders from the Internal Revenue Department, and the producing capacity 
was increased to sixteen quarts per bushel upon the same fermenting period, and, 
under protest, the petitioners continued operating the distillery wader the new 
survey 

it appears from sworn statements on file in the Internal Revenue Office that the 
vetitioners would not have accepted this new survey but for the reason that they 
vad madoa contract to feed a largo number of cattle, and had they failed to farnish 
the necessary slop from their distillery they would have been unable to fulfill said 
contract, and would have become liable for heavy damages. 

The asseesments mentioned in the petition for the months of April and May, 
1876, for a deticiency in production, are the sum of $10,388.44, and for the month of 
June, 1876, the sum of $1,728.66, amounting, in the aggregate, to $12,117.10. To 
abate these assessments the petitioners filed the usual applications in the Internal 
Revenue Department, and, upon investigation, the committee are satisfied that it 
was impossible for the petitioners to run their distillery upon a fermenting period 
of seventy-two hours with the surveyed capacity of sixtcen quarts to the bushel, 
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ce 
so as to make a sufficient amount of spirits to avoid a deficiency ass asmer 
«fore alluded to, the committee believe the petitioners accepted the oo 
willingly, and because of their liability to damages in the event they failed : 
nish slop for a large namber of cattle. F “- 

In reply toa communication from the committee to the Commissioner of Int 
Revenue, asking for information relative to this case, the Commissioner ow 
that— 4 - 

“Distilleries working upon a fermenting period of forty-eight hours ar. 
veyed upon a producing capacity of sixteen quarts to the bushel. Thix differ ae 
of a reduction of one quart at distilleries fermenting in seventy-iwo ements 
them about upon an equal footing with distilleries surveyed at sixteen quarts 
a fermenting period of forty-eight hours.” , 

Again the Commissioner says: 

“Having become satisfied that the surveyed capacity of the petitioners’ aig 
lery, as accepted by them, was in excess of what was a reasouable producti 
said distillery, but having no authority in law to abate a tax legally asseau< I 
came to the conclusion that their case was one that merited relief by legislatio 
and, as stated in said petition, I authorized the collector of their district to S 
pend the collection of the tax for a period of six months, to enable the petition... 
to appeal to Congress for relief. lam satistied that they paid the taxes rex aired 
by law upon the spirits produced by them, and the spirits so produced we suff 
cient in amount to protect them from an assessment for deficiency, had th: surves 
been made upon the basis of fifteen instead of sixteen quarts to the bushel ; 

In conclusion, the committee are of the opinion, after having car fully exam 
ined the facts of the case, that the petition of said Barbara Miller, Joba S \un 
and William H. Miller, executors of the e+tate of John S. Miller, deceased, sho, id 
be favorably considered, and do recommend the passage by the House of }i!) il 
R. 535, introduced for their relief. 


Mr. DEERING. I insist on my objection. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. BURCHARD said: I understand the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. DEERING] withdraws his objection to the bill (H. R. No. 535) 
for the relief of the executors of the estate of John 8. Miller, deceased 

The CHAIRMAN. If no further objection be made, the bil! wi}! je 
laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

No further objection being made, the bill was laid aside, to be 
reported favorably to the House. 

Mr. HANNA. I do not think we are making much progress in the 
business on the Private Calendar; all the bills seem to be objected 
to. I move that the committee now rise. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the committee rise and report to the 
Honse the bills that have been laid aside for favorable action. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being, on a division—ayes 47, 
noes, 53. 


and, 
ny 
fur. 


JOHN WITHERSPOON AND JAMES SUFFELL. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
342) for the relief of John Witherspoon and James Suffell, of Ken- 
tucky, reported adversely from the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I move that this bill be laid aside, to be reported 
to the House with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 


OLD DOMINION STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (1H. R. No. 
1272) for the relief of the Old Dominion Steamship Company. The 
bill appropriates $171.74, to pay the rane of general average, 
as shown to be due from the United States per average-adjuster’s 
statement, in the case of the steamship Hatteras, disabled on a voy- 
age from New York to City Point and Richmond, Virginia. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1272) for 
the relief of the Old Dominion Steamship Company, having had the same under 
consideration, beg leave to make the following report : : 

This is a claim arising from disaster to the steamship Hatteras, caused by col 
lision in 1867, resulting in a general-average contribution of 4.0445 per ceni., in 
which all the parties in interest (except the United States Government) signed the 
average bond, and the owners ard underwriters interested, to avoid the expense 
necessarily attending the landing and storing of the cargo and the cost of wages 
and provisions until the replacement of the ship in her original position just prior 
to the disaster, agreed by compromise to accept the sum of $5,000 in lieu of a much 
larger sum which weald have accrued from the former mode of procedure. Th: 
interest of the United States was represented by merchandise shipped in New 
York by General Rufus Ingalls, quartermaster, consigned to Captain J Q Whit 
assistant quartermaster at Seeeeene Virginia, consisting of eight cases of 
clothing, forty-nine cases boots and shoes, five cases of linsey, and seven cases 
and six bales of dry goods, of the cost value of $11,660 50, on which was assesse' 
at the rate of 4.0445 per cent., $471.74. This mode of settlement is sanctioned and 
governed by long usage and custom, and has the force of numerous precedents, and 
is by far th most economical plan of determining the liability of each party to cou 
tribute to the partial sacrifice of each individual interest for the benetit of the 
whole. It was promptly accepted by the owners, shippers, insurers, and consignees, 
except the United States Government. The statement and adjustment made by 
Johnson & Higgins, average-adjusters, accompany the papers in the case. Your 
committee are of opinion that the proportion assessed to the Government, amount 
ing to $471.74, should be paid, and they therefore recommend the passage of the 
accompanying bill, H. R. No. 1272. 


There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 


favorably to the House. 
RICHARD HEATER. ° 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
2139) making appropriations for the payment to Richard Heater, ex- 
ecutor of John Heater, deceased, late of Loudoun County, Virgil, 
of the sum therein named for value of stores and supplies taken and 
used by the United States Army. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania. I object to that bill. 

Mr. FOSTER. I think that bill should be discussed. — 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the bill will be passed 
over. 

BROTHERTOWN INDIANS. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 





jected by the Brothertown Indians. 
“The pill authorizes the Commissioner of the General Land Office 


to give full title to the Brothertown Indians of all the township of 
A 


Jand, containing 23,040 acres of land, lying on the east side of Win- 
ebago Lake, in the State of Wisconsin, which, by the provision of 
= tueat y made with the Menomonee Indians, on the 17th day of Feb- 
no 1831, and ratified on the 9th day of J aly, 1832, was reserved 
os the use of the Brothertown Indians, and which, by a subsequent 
treaty with the Menomonees, bearing date October 27, 1832, and rati- 
fied the 13th day of March, 1833, was further secured to the Brother- 
town Indians, the right to have the same partitioned, divided, and 
held by them separately and severally in fee-simple. 

The second section authorizes the Commissioner of the General 


said township which are now unpatented to Laton Dick, sr., Lucius 
s, Fowler, David Fowler, and Orrin G. Johnson, residents of Broth- 
ertown, Calumet County, and State of Wisconsin, and members of 
the Brothertown tribe, in trust for the Brothertown Indians; pro- 
rided, however, that said lands, or any part thereof, shall be sold 
by said trustees whenever a majority of said Brothertown tribe shall 
petition for the same ; such sale to be made at public auction, and to 
the highest and best bidder in cash therefor, after first giving sixty 
days’ notice of such sale by advertisement in some newspaper pub- 
lished in Calumet County, State of Wisconsin; such advertisement 
to state the time and place of sale, the terins of sale, and a descrip- 
tion of the land to be sold, and provides that the said trustees shall 
distribute and pay over the proceeds arising from such sale or sales 
to the Brothertown Indians, according to the former usages, customs, 
and regulations of said tribe. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WILSON. It is very manifest that there is not a quorum in 
the House at this time. I move that the committee now rise and re- 
port to the Honse bills which have been favorably acted upon by the 
Committee of the Whole. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 64, 
noes 44. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. No quorum has voted and I call for tellers. 

Tellers wereordered ; and Mr. WILSON and Mr. Fort were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 81, noes 46. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. YEATES reported that the committee had had under 


consideration the Private Calendar, and had directed him to report | 


sundry bills to the House with various recommendations. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the title of the first bill. 

The Clerk read the title, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. No, 1894) for the relief of the Bartholomew County Agricultural 
Society of the State of Indiana. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that this bill has been 
— to be engrossed, and the question is upon the passage of the 
Mil, 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. This bill was not considered in 
Committee of the Whole to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that this bill comes over 
from the last Friday on which private bills were considered. 

Mr. FINLEY. My recollection of that bill is that I made an objec- 
tion to its consideration, and it has not since been acted upon. 

The SPEAKER. There need be no dispute about it; the record in 
the Journal will show. 

_Mr. DUNNELL. When this bill was before the House the last 
time a report was promised; and I am not willing to vote upon*it 
until the report has been had. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read from the Journal the pro- 
ceedings of December 7, 1877, which will show the situation of the 
bill, about which there seems to be some doubt. 

Mr. STEELE. I now move that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman to make 
that motion ina moment. The Chair desires to have the Journal 
read in regard to this bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

DECEMBER 7, 1877. 


a motion of Mr. Bricnt the House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
Howse ; and after some time spent therein the Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Bi iy HARD reported that the committee, having bad under consideration the Private 
alendar, had directed him to report bills of the following titles, with a recom- 
mendation that the same do pass. 
* * * * ° ™ ™ 

Mr. Burcnarp further re 
ation a bill of the House o: 
relief of the 


had directed 
pass, 

' , hen Mr. BexJamin W. Harris objected to the present consideration of the said 
‘ re SPEAKER having entertained the said objection, the said bill was recommit- 
e« to the Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. HANNA. In order that members of the House may vote intel- 
Vil 46 


orted that the committee, having had undor consider- 
the following title, “A bill (H. R. No. 1894) for the 
Bartholomew County Agricultural Society of the State of Indiana,” 
him to report the same, with a recommendation that the said bill do 


No, 1135) to authorize the issue of a patent of certain lands in the | 
prothertown reservation in the State of Wisconsin to the persons 
srt 
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ligently on this bill, which is of interest to our State, if the report 
of the committee is here I ask that it be read. 

Mr. BURCHARD. This bill having been recommitted to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and not having again been considered by the 
Committee of the Whole, it is not now before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is back in Committee of the Whole, 
according to the Journal. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. If it is back in Committee of 
the Whole, it has not been acted on to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands. 
informed in regard to the condition of the bill. 

Mr. STEELE. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Before the question is taken, I would like to 
ask where the bills will be left which have been reported from the 


The Chair was mis- 


| Committee of the Whole to-day, should the House now adjourn. 
Land Office to make and issue a patent of all the lands contained in 


Will they come up as unfinished busines#? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole would come up as unfinished business on the 
next day when this class of business shall be considered. 

The motion of Mr. STEELE was then agreed to, upon a division— 
ayes 96, noes 39; and (accordingly at four o’clock and thirty min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday next. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of workingmen of Philadelphia, 
against any change in the tariff which would interfere with their 
labor interests and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and 
coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BELL: The petition of 80 citizens of the District of Co- 
lumbia, protesting against the action of the commissioners of said 
District in the purchase of the Unitarian church, corner of Sixth and 
D streets, for police-court purposes—to the Committee for the Dis- 


| trict of Columbia. 


By Mr. CONGER: The petition of John McKay, J. E. Day, and 35 
other citizens of Romeo, Michigan, for the protection of wool-growers 
and other industries—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of New York merchants, for a reduction in the 
rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petition of Hugh Brosnahan, Aug. Sem- 
mindinger, and 151 others, of Fort Lee, New Jersey, for Government 
aid in settling upon public lands under the homestead laws—to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of New Brunswick Hosiery Company and others, 
against any change in the tariff—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. DENISON: A paper from G. W. Harding & Co., of the Lud- 
low Woolen Mills, of Ludlow, Vermont, relative to a change of the 
tariff—to the saine committee. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH : The petition of J.S. Minor and 140 others, 


| of Alpena Michigan, against any reduction of the tariff on foreign 


lumber—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petitions of 27 wholesale dealers in tobacco, 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, that if the tax on tobacco is reduced, a 
draw back equal to the reduction may be allowed for all tobacco on 
hand on which the tax has been paid—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of 360 workers in iron, of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, against any change in the present tariff—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina: A paper relating to the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from Greenville, by way of Fork Shoals, Fuir- 
view, and Lickville, back to Greenville—to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. FORT: Papers relating to the pension claim of Miriam V. 
Kinney—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of Charlotte E. Myers, for an increase 
of pension—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of the millers and flour dealers of 
Evansville, Indiana, against the extension of the patent of Eban 
Norton Horsford on an acid substitute for cream of tartar—to the 
Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. GAUSE: The petition of citizens of Phillips County, Arkan- 
sas, for the encouragement of education—to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: The petition of Lonis P. Staleuss and others, 
to grant a pension to John H. Ferrell—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, resolutions of the State Horticultural Society of [linois, 
favoring the appointment of an additional Cabinet officer, to be 
known as the Secretary of Agriculture—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Resolutions of the Illinois State HorticnIt- 
ural Society, favoring the establishment of a Department of Agri- 
culture, and for a Secretary of the same—to the same committee. 

By Mr. JAMES: The petitions of G. H. Van Dusen, Thomas Craw- 
ford, Dennis Kelley, L. Fortune, A. Shatraw, and James A. Hagar, 
and others, of Clinton County, New York, for the amendment of the 
pension laws—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: Two petitionsof farmers of Berrien County, 
Michigan, that no change be made in the tariff on wool—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

by Mr. KENNA: The petition of citizens of Wayne County, West 
Virginia, for certain currency and monetary reforms—to the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. KIDDER: Papers relating to the petition of Lieutenant J. E. 
Macklin for relief—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

iy Mr. LANDERS: The petition of the American Knife Company 
and other manufacturers of pocket cutlery; against any reduction of 
duty on same—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

by Mr. MCGOWAN: Two petitions from citizens of Michigan, for 
the retention of the tariff on wool and copper—to the same committee. 

ty Mr. MORGAN: The petition of J. J. Humphrey and 500 other 
citizens of Barton and Vernon Counties, Missouri, that the present 
tariff on flaxseed and linseed oil be retained—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of the Iinois Horticultural So- 
ciety, for a national department of agriculture—to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of manufacturers, commission mer- 
chants, and jobbers of the tobacco trade, in Philadelphia, for the re- 
duetion of the tax on tobacco from twenty-four to twelve cents per 
pound, and suggesting a rebate—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PEDDIE: The petition of the Cigar Manufacturers and Job- 
bers’ Protective Association of Newark, New Jersey, for a reduction 
of the tax on manufactured tobacco and domestic cigars—to the same 
committee, 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana: The petition of James D. Farrell 
and 120 other citizensof Middletown, Indiana, that the duty on flax- 
seed and linseed oil remain unchanged—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SAPP: Two petitions of citizens of Montgomery County, 
Iowa, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SHELLEY: The petition of James A. Whalen, for com- 


pensation for damages sustained by reason of the action of United | 


States officials—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petitions of Charles Knapp and 
14% other citizens of Plainwell; of E. Hancoone and 163 other citi- 
zens of Ionia County; and of L. M. Leslee and 52 other citizens, of 
Wayland, Michigan, against any reduction of the tariff on foreign 
wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

sy Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of workingmen, 
at Troy, New York, that tariff duties may not be reduced—to the 
same committee, 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petitions of Alonzo H. Gale, 
Edwin A. Merritt, Butler G. Noble, William Smelt, and James M. 
Thomson, for refund of income tax—to the same committee. 


IN SENATE. 
MONDAY, February 4, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and ap- 
proved, 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting an abstract of the militia 
force of the United States, as required by section 232 of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I move that the communication lie 
upon the table for the present and be printed. I may have some re- 
marks to submit upon the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of Rev. Horace G. 
Day and Rev. M. Witherill and others, citizens of Schenectady, New 
York, praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, 

Mr. FERRY presented the memorial of J. R. Hall and eleven other 
firms, manufacturers of Bay City, Michigan, and the memorial of A. 
I’. Fletcher & Co. and thirteen other business firmsof Alpena, Michigan, 
remonstrating against the modification of import duties without a 
thorough investigation into manufacturing interests; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of A. R. Cavener and other work- 
ingmen, of Michigan, engaged in the manufacture of lumber, and 
the memorial of Catherine L. Ward and 53 others, of Luddington, 
Michigan, engaged in the manufacture of lumber, protesting against 
a reduction of the tariff; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, 

He also presented the memorial of Henry Bennett and 118 others, 
farmers and wool-growers, of Michigan, remonstrating against any 
reduction in duties on foreign wools ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


Ferrvary 4. 


He also presented the petition of Canfield & Wheeler and ot} 
business firms of Manistee, Michigan, praying for an appropr — 
of $30,000 for the improvement of the harbor at that place . ace 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 7 ¥aiee 

He also presented the petition of the common council of Ma, kins 
Michigan, praying the passage of a law by Congress authoriy Dg th. 
purchase of certain public lands in the Mackinac National Park f . 
purposes of public burying-grounds and cemeteries; which y - 
ferred to the Committee on Pablie Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of 8. B. Gilmant & (Cy of 
Bangor, Maine, and a large number of others engaged in nay; rat A 
praying for an additional appropriation for the improvement of the 
harbor at Bangor; which was referred to the Committee on Com 
merce. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of Jo} 
Kiimel and 59 others, workingmen of Pittsburgh, Pennsy|vania my 
gaged in the manufacture of window-glass; the memorial of W L 
King and 360 workingmen of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, engaged i 
the manufacture of iron; the memorial of D. R. MeClintick and 1s 
others, workingmen of Potter's Mills, Centre County, Pennsylyay): 
engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods; the memorial of Thomas 


. e : c ; 1as 
Dale and 15 others, workingmen of Centre County, Pennsylyani; 


engaged in the manufacture of woolen fabrics; and the meioria] of 
John Evans and 117 others, workingmen of McKeesport, Pennsy|- 
vania, engaged in the manufacture of fine stamping iron and tip. 
plates remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on jmports 
and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coflee; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented resolutions of the city council of Erie, Pennsy)- 
vania, in favor of an increase in the efliciency of the life-saying 
station at Erie Harbor; which were referred to the Committee op 
Commerce, 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I also present the petition of 
nine firms in Pittsburgh, engaged in the manufacture of iron, employ- 
ing 3,460 workmen, protesting against any alteration in the tariif, 
which I ask to have read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be read at length, jf 
there be no objection. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States and the 
House of Lcpresentatives in Congress assembled 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, engaged in mani 
respectfully petition your honorable bodies that before you engax: 
to modify the tariff of duties now imposed upon imported articles you \ 
fully investigate the condition, prospects, and needs of the manufacturing interest 
of this country and their relation to the other industrial interests of the uat 

Since the absolute free trade sometimes urged upon this country is utterly 
possible here and in fact exists nowhere except among savages, who have no 
tionality to uphold, the only practical questions concerning tariff legislation relate 
to the selection of articles which shall be subjected to import duties, and to the rates 
and manner of levying those duties. These questions involve an immens 
plexity of interests ; they do not call for heated or partisan treatment, but rather 
tor a studious and dispassionate examination of facts. 

The most thorough mode of obtaining the requisite information would proba}! 
be by means of a measure, heretofore recommended to Congress, creating a depart 
ment of industry, comprising bureaus of agriculture, manufactures, and com 
and having atits head a secretary of industry, who should be a Cabin: 

It would be the duty of such adepartment to be constantly advised of the condi 
and needs of the industries of the people, and its official reports and recommenda 
tions would tend to found legislation atlecting the great industrial interests of the 
country upon a basis of facts and experience, and to deprive that legislation of th: 
crude and experimental character inevitable when measures of such complicated 
detail have to be framed amid the pressure of business during a session of Con- 
gress. If, in your wisdom, you deem so comprehensive a plan as this unsuited to 
the present moment, we ask that the Bureau of Statistics, under direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, shall be authorized and directed to take the testimony 
of the representatives of all industrial and commercial interests effected by revis 
ion of the tariff laws; or, should that not be deemed the best form of conducting this 
investigation, that you will, acting with the President of the United States, create 
and appoint a Government commission of competent and just men to discharge 
this duty ; and that you defer action until the evidence so taken is laid before you. 
~Most European governments, as you are doubtless aware, treat this branch of 
legislation as one not to be governed or determined by general theories, but by a 
careful survey of the industrial status and prospects of their respective countries 
and have ordered such investigations before modifying their fiscal policies. Such, 
for example, were the Belgian enquéte, which reported in 1842; the French enquete, 
preliminary to the negotiations now pending tor the renewal of the commercial 
treaties with Great Britain and Germany ; and the semi-official inquiry conducted 
by the German Handelstag in 1275 and 1676, with regard to the renewal of existing 
commercial treaties. ; 

Permit us to suggest to you some of the reasons which appear to us to justily 
the continuance of the existing protective policy : - ; 

1. The policy of fostering our domestic manufactures by protective dutics was 
firmly established sixteen years ago, after a long and varied experience of the 
effects both of that policy and of the policy called free trade ; under its operation 
manufactures have ees introduced in variety and extent without paralle! in our 
earlier history. The centennial international exhibition showed how great and 
solid was the progress in this direction which had been achieved ; our Europeat 
visitors declared emphatically that if we went forward as we had been doing, in 
improving machinery, reforming methods, and developing the skill of our werk 
meu, Europe would soon have everything to fear and nothing to hope frem our 
competition. The industrial and financial independence of our country, without 
which political independence is robbed of half its value, is now so nearly attain d 
that almost every needful manufactured article can be supplied at home, and the 
balance of trade is turned in our favor. Not only are we conquering ourown huge 
home markets by supplying consumers cheaper than foreigners could, but a grate 
fying export of manufactured goods is springing > i a 

We submit to you whether it would be wise and businesslike to adopt legista- 
tion which might put a stop to this progress, destroy a large part of what has been 
effected, and throw upon coming generations the needless task of rebuilding our 
industries. It is our deliberate judgment that such would be the effect of 4 gen 
eral removal or lowering of duties at the present time, as it has always previously 
been the result of similar measures. And we ask your attention to the patrioue 
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e by the free-trade convention which was held during the present 
New York, that “due regard must be paid to the security and 
of tl large and important interests which have grown up under the | 
*) fiscal policy which the United States have maintained during a period 
Se rious that in this matter the interests of the laboring classes are as 
oe Se ike as those of their employers. During the present stagnation of busi- 
: aan 4 stablishments have been forced to —— operations, leaving their 
= ca idle and penniless, while many are carried ov at a loss, chietly to farnish 


] 

declaration mac 
rat Saratoga 

rT art ose 


erroneous ( 


ment and a livelihood to their workmen and to keep their working force 
part “ ntil the return of better times. To deprive manufacturers of their pres- 
ij ypon the home market would be to compel the further closing of estab 
roe ate ‘with reduction of wages and diminution of employment in others. In 
ade recent unhappy experiences, we need not dwell upon the dangers which 
ght ensue, but will ask you to consider whether, with the low prices at which 
ey all sorts of manufactured goods are furnished by our home manufactures, 
4 the consequent low price at which foreigners are forced to supply the goods 
‘sell here, there is any pressing or immediate necessity for offering greater 
jvantages to the products of foreign workmen, and consigning corresponding 
- 0 hers of our own people to enforced idleness, thus converting honest workmen 
eo the intammable material which demagogues use for their selfish and destructive 


rhe agricultural interests of the country could not fail to suffer immensely 


from the working of any policy which would cripple our manufacturing industries. 
and rapid extension of the area of farming during ie past two decades 

has been made possible only through the equally rapid growth of the classes who | 
ore ot employed in farming, but are consumers of the farmer's surplus. Ot the | 
«heat and other grain shipped from the Mississippi Valley, only about one-fifth is 
cept over the sea, and the remaining four-fifths are consumed by the population of 
our Atlantic States. T hough at present our agricultural products are sustained by 
the accident of a great foreign war, the experience of lei and 1657 justifies us in 
pn ieting that any permanent check to the manufacturing interests of the country 
must be fe ved by a great diminution of the home demand for breadstuatfs and 
other crops, and consequent injury to the agricultaral classes. 

4 Not the least important consideration is the inevitably disastrous effect upon 
the national revenue of any sudden or sweeping change in the tariff. While it is 
pot the sole or direct purpose of protective duties to produce revenue, they have 

been the most abundant source of income to the nation—a souree peculi 
arly desirable, since a large portion of the amount received is necessarily paid 
wolately by the foreign producer. Allow us to recall the fact that it was the 
revenue produced by a protective tariff which paid off the debt of the revolu 
tionary war and that of the subsequent war with Great Britain, leaving a surplus 
in the Treasury which was divided among the States. ‘The fear of concentrating 
too great wealth in the hands of the General Government was among the principal 
reasons Which were successfally urged for the repeal of that tariif; yet only six | 
years later, under a free-trade policy, the Secretary of the United States Treasury 
was obliged to apply to European money-lenders for a loan to pay the ordinary ex- 
penses of Government, and was refused. 

' In the general depression of trade and distress which prevail throughout the 
this country necessarily partakes, and the industries we represent have en- 
much more than an onal share of that distress. Believing this to be inevi- 
we have borne it without complaint, but we should feel very differently con 
g disasters deliberately invited, and we vehemently protest against any hasty 

islation which would destroy a great part of the nation’s substance and power of 

recuperation for the advantage of no one but the nation’s shrewd and wary foreign 
rivals. ; 

Your petitioners therefore respectfully but most earnestly protest against any 

lation affecting the duties upon imports which is not based upon a thorough 

jinary investigation of details, onl 

mmediately undertaken. 


The petition was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORRILL. I present the petition of Horace Fairbanks, gov- 
ernor of Vermont, who prays that Congress will make an appropri- 
ation of such sum of money as it may deem suflicient for the pay- 
ment to the several States entitled thereto, under the act of Congress 
of the 27th of July, 1861, to indemnify them for expenses incurred 
in defense of the United States during the late war; and that “the 
said act of July 27, 1861, be carried into full effect according to its 
plain meaving and construction and without the aid of Treasury 
regulations.” I move the reference of the petition to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

_ Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented proceedings of the annual meet- 
ing of the Illinois State Horticultural Society, in favor of the estab- 
lishment of a Department of Agriculture and its representation in 
the presidential Cabinet; which was-referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

He also presented the petition of the First Presbyterian church of | 
Peotone, Ilinois, signed by the pastor au.l officers, praying for the 
appointment of # commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of the State officers and 
other citizens of Nebraska, praying for an appropriation by Congress 
to linprove the navigation of the Missouri River at and near Omaha 
and Conneil Bluffs; which wasreferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the memorial of W. 8. Kimball and 
others, workingmen of Clinton, Michigan, engaged in the manufact- 
ure of woolen cassimeres, remonstrating against a reduction of the 
duties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
and coffee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of Alexander Schmidt and 130 
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others, citizens of Detroit, Michigan, in favor of stopping the sale or 
grant of any of the public lands of the United States to either indi- 
viduals or corporations, but reserving such lands as the common 
Property of the nation, to be improved and used by individuals in 
a parcels and at a low cost, so as to prevent, as far as possible, 
' growth of a landed aristocracy in the United States; which was 
me to the Committee on Publie Lands. 
en - I present the petition of M. M. Robrer and a large 
hood of “ ler citizens of this District residing in the neighbor- 
sities dine saltimore and Ohio Railroad depot and its track, along 
‘Teun streets in this city, praying that the track may be removed, 


as also the depot. I move 


Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I present also the petition of the president of the 
Mason Machine Works of Taunton, Massachusetts, and several other 
large manufacturing establishments in that city, praying that Con- 
gress take no rash measures in reference to the tariff. 1 move that 
it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of the Congregational church 
of Franklin, Massachusetts, signed by the pastor, praying for the ap- 
pointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MCDONALD presented the memorial of George F. Penn and 
290 others, citizens of New Albany, Indiana, remonstrating against 
a reduction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of 
the war tax on tea and coffee ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition of John G. Morgan, late 
surgeon in the Army, setting forth reasons for his being entitled to 
I move its reference to the Commiitee on 


its reference to the Committee on the 


Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING presented a memorial signed by several individ- 
uals and firms in the city of New York, dealers in flour of various 
kinds, remonstrating against the extension of the patent for the nse 


| of acids and other combinations in the raising of bread; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Patents. 


He also presented the petition of manufacturers at Philmont, New 


| York, praying for the creation of a Department of Industry ; which 


was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition signed by numerous merchants of the 
city of New York, prayiug for a reduction in the rates of duty on the 
importation of linen goods; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Finance. 


He also presented the memorial of A. G. Belden & Co. and other 
manufacturers of chemicals, &c., at New York City, and the memo- 
rial of the Little Falls Knitting Mill Company, manufacturers of kuit 
goods, remonstrating against hasty or ill-advised tariff legislation ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented twenty-eight petitions signed by citizens residing 


| in various counties and cities in New York, praying for a consolida- 
| tion and revision of the pension laws; which were referred to the 


Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. CONKLING. I present also a large number of petitions—pre- 


| cisely how many I have not counted—signed by a great number of 


petitioners, assigning reasons and making arguments 
tion of the tariff in various respects. 


aga‘ust a reduc 
1 move their reference to the 


| Committee on Finance. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of William Coventry II. 


|} Waddell, praying for a reduction of postage to one cent per ounce 


on both written and printed matter, foreign and domestic; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also several petitions, one signed by a 
large number of residents, both men and women, of the city of Brook- 
lyn, New York, another signed by the officers of the Second Street 
Methodist Episcopal church, of New York City, and a third signed 
by the officersof the Fourth Unitarian Society of the city of New York, 
all praying legislation touching the alcoholic liquor traftic. I 
their reference to the Committee on Finance, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of Henry W. Hill and others, 
workingmen of Worcester, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufact- 
ure of woolen and cotton goods, protesting against the reduction of 
tariff duties and the reimposition of the tax on teaand coflee; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also presented the petition of the Second Unitarian Society of 
Athol, Massachusetts, signed by the pastor, representing one hundred 
and thirty subscribers, praying for the appointment of a commission 
of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the memorial of John C. H. Cobb and 
others, workingmen of Ohio, engaged in the manufacture of pig-iron, 
remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports anid 
against the reimposition of the war tax upon tea and cotlee; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of the Board of Trade of 
Providence, Rhode Island, in favor of a fair payment to the Pacilic 
Mail Steamship Company and of an equitable and liberal compeusa- 
tion for carrying mails from the ports of New York and San Fran 
cisco to ports in South America, the Sandwich Islands, Australia, 
and New Zealand; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented aresolu*on of the Board of Trade of Providence, 
Rhode Island, against the passage of the bill for the remonetization 
of silver; which was ordered to lie oa the table. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a memorial of the Board of Trade of 
Portland, Oregon, in which they say 


move 


Whereas a bill has been introduced into Cm 6 


far the free coinage of silver 
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and making it a legal tender to an unlimited amount, therefore this board most 
respoctiully protests against the passage of this bill, believingit to be detrimental 
to the best interests of our common country and that the increased rate of interest 
that will have to be paid by the Government will greatly overbalance any advan 
taye derived in profit from the adoption of silver payments to an unlimited extent. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will lie on the table, the 
bill being before the Senate. 

Mr. EATON. I present the memorial of John Shippen and 70 others, 
of Pottsville, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the passage of the 
Bland silver bill, so called. I ask that it be read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The paper will be read, if there be no 
objection. 

fhe memorial was read, as follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the subscribers, citizens of Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, 
respectfully represents and suggests to your honorable bodies to amend the Bland 
silver bill, so called, or to enact a substitute for it, as follows, to wit: 

Make the silver coins to contain 430 grains of standard silver, more or less, so 
as to give an intrinsic value to the silver dollar equal to the gold dollar, and make 
it a legal tender for not over 820. Then gold becomes the single standard of values, 
and still silver dollars will have the same purchasing power as the gold dollar 


This is our objective point; and we mostearnestly and respectfully pray your hon- 
orable bodies to pass a law to that effect. 


The memorial was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. CHAFFEE presented the memorial of C.C. Robins and others, 
citizens of the United States, in favor of placing the telegraph lines 
under the control of the Government, and for cheaper telegraphic 
facilities; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oftices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of Rev. C. Burgess, H. H. 
Moore, and other citizens of Silver Creek, New York, and the petition, 
signed by the pastors, of the Presbyterian, Reformed, Baptist, Meth- 
odist, and Protestant Episcopal churches of Catskill, New York, pray- 
ing for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented a petition signed by sundry manufacturers of 
the city of New York, debuing that they employ six thousand men, 
praying that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and that the nature 
of the proposed legislation is such as in the opinion of practical 
business men would best promote the restoration of general pros- 
perity; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented thirteen petitions, signed by aconsiderable number 
of citizens of New York, praying for an extension of the time for 
obtaining arrears of pension; which were referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of 90 citizens of Ontario County, a 
petition of 39 citizens of Madison County, a petition of 36 citizens of 
Cattaraugus County, a petition of 73 citizens of the city of Cohoes, 
Aibany County; a petition of 54 citizens of Duchess County, a peti- 
tion of 71 citizens of Cattaraugas County, a petition of 13 citizens of 
Steuben County, a petition of 79 citizens of Franklin County, a peti- 
tion of 6 citizens of Ontario County, a petition of 41 citizens of Scho- 
harie County, a petition of 47 citizens of Schoharie County, a _peti- 
tion of 62 citizens of Queens County, a petition of 53 citizens of 
Schuyler County, New York; a petition of 22 citizens of Albany, New 
York; and a petition of 20 citizens of the sixteenth ward of New 
York City, praying for the remonetization of silver and the repeal 
of the resumption act; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. GROVER presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of Port- 
land, Oregon, remonstrating against the remonetization of silver and 
making it a legal tender; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BOOTH presented a memorial of citizens of California, mill- 
ers, flour dealers, &c., remonstrating against the extension of E. N. 
Hlorsford’s patent for an acid substitute for cream of tartar for culi- 
nary purposes; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of Anson Mills, praying com- 
pensation for the occupation of his property, upon which Fort Quit- 
man, Texas, is located; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of B. K. Davis and a large num- 
ber of other citizens of Owen County, Kentucky, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the tax on tobacco; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. BECK. I have a petition of the American Association of 
Breeders of Short Horn Cattle, from which I should like to read, be- 
cause Ido not know whether it goes to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, the Committee on Commerce, or the Committee on Finance. 
The petition sets forth “that at a meeting of the association held at 
Lexington, Kentucky, on the 3lst October, 1877, it was unanimously 
resolved to petition the Congress of the United States and the Par- 
liament of the Dominion of Canada to abolish the duties imposed by 
them on live stock, other than thoroughbred imported into the United 
States and into Canada from either country.” They then go on and 
give the reasons why it ought to be done. The petition is signed 
oflicially. I submit the question whether the petition shall be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks the petition s} 
| to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. BECK. I think so. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so referred, 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of the American Breeders of Shor 
| Horn Cattle, praying Congress to appoint a commission to de ae 
| method of preventing the importation from foreign countries of , ; 
| tagious and other diseases among cattle, and for other 
which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Sophie Bockleman, yiq _ 
of Henry Bockleman, late a private in Company K, Seventeent) Reo 
ment United States Infantry, praying for a pension ; 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of Joseph Hughes, Hiray 
Ellis, and others, citizens of Jasper County, lowa, praying for the 
| appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the aleg\o); 
| liquor traftic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WADLEIGH presented the petition of the Reform (), 





a 
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> Which was 


: : ; ib of 
Ashland, New Hampshire, officially signed, praying for the appoint- 
ment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 


traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the memorial of J. W. Grove and = 
others, workingmen of Danville, Pennsylvania, remonstrating agains 
a reduction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of 
the war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of the Good ‘Templars of Dany 
County, Wisconsin, officially signed, praying for the appointment of 
a commission of inquiry concering the alcoholic liquor tratti 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of M. J. Leavitt and other 
citizens of Peotone, Illinois, praying Congress to provide by appro. 
— legislation for a commission of inquiry concerning the aleolwlic 
iquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

He also presented the memorial of 'T. R. Cook and others, citizens 
of Chicago, Illinois, engaged in the manufacture of corks, remon- 
strating against a reduction of the duties on imported corks; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a memorial of the Legislature of Min- 
nesota urging Congress to grant an extension of time for the com- 
pletion of the Northern Pacitic Railroad ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Railroads. 

He also presented the petition of C. R. Griggs, E. J. Hunton, and 
a large number of other citizens of Anoka County, Minnesota, asking 
Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for a comission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BRUCE presented a petition of merchants of New York, pray- 
ing for a reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen 
goods to a singl-, and uniform rate of duty on all varieties of that 
merchandise ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WINDOM presented the petition of Randolph Schmeeke, grand 
worthy templar, of Minnesota, and T. E. Yerxa, grand worthy recorder, 
of the Good Templars of Minnesota, officially signed, praying for the 
appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcololic 
liquor traffic ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WINDOM. I present a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Minnesota in reference to the improvement of the Red River of the 
North. It is very brief, and I will ask the Secretary to read it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be reported at length, 
if there be no objection. 

The joint resolution was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, a8 follows: 


; Which 


A joint resolution requesting Congress to appropriate money for the improvement 
’ of the navigation of the Red River of the North. 


Whereas Government surveys have demonstrated that the navigation of the Re d 
River of the North may be so improved by a proper system of locks and damsthat 
steamboats may ply during the entire boating season between Breckinridge av 
intermediate points in Minnesota and Dakota and Winnipeg in the province «t 
Manitoba; - ee Re 

Whereas a vast and rapidly increasing commerce is maintained on said river be 
tween the people of the United States and of said province ; and as 

Whereas the commercial interests of said State, Territory and province impers- 
tively demand increased carrying facilities and cheaper modes of transporlauen: 
Therefore : a 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota, That our Senators ane 
Representatives in Congress be requested to use their influence to cooune emt a 
appropriation for the improvement of the Red River of the North as will 7" Dy P 
essary at the different points indicated in the survey thereof, by a system 0} lors 
and dams sufficient to maintain the permanent navigation of said river, _— 1 
further sum as will be necessary to defray the expense of surveying th Red River 
from Fergus Falls to Breckinridge. . 4 “~ 

Resolved, That the secretary of state forward a copy of this resolution to cach ¢ 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

Approved January 25, 1878. ©. A. GILMAN. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J. B. WAKEFIELD, 
President of the Senate 


Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of Pierce B. Hawkins, a 
Warren County, Kentucky, praying indemnity for money expen . 
| on behalf of the United States for horses alleged to have been Pied 
| into the service of the United States during the late war; Wl 
| was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
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sls0 presented the memorial of D. Hillman & Sons and others, 
trating against any legislation affecting the duties upon im- 


«hich is not based upon a thorough investigation of details; 
) was referred to the Committee on Finance. | 
Mr. EATON. I hold in my hand certain resolutions passed by the 
‘yeral Assembly of Connecticut. Phey are not addressed to this 
pody, but being @ matter of general interest I beg that they may be 
nm uj and lie upon the table, They are very short. 
1 he VIC E-PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be reported, if there 
be no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, JANUARY Session, A. D. 1878. 

(House joint resolution No. 11.) 


He 


wie 


(rel 


Concerning public credit. 


Resolved by this Aase mbly, That we condemn any attempt to postpone the time 
‘ an e resumption of specie payment now peers by the act of Congress 
a solved, That we disapprove any legislation which shall in any way tend to 
remudiate any portion of the public debt; that we are opposed to the Bland bill 
‘a, called) now pending before Congress. 
od, That we request our representatives in both branches of Congress to 
the measure, 

Resolved, That the secretary be re 
to each Senator and Representative 

Approved January 30, 187s. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolutions will lie upon the table, 
the bill being before the Senate. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MAXEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was | 
referred the bill (S. No. 104) amending section 1661, title 16 (The 
Militia) of the Revised Statutes of the United States, reported it with 
amendments; and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to 

s printed. 

“— also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 694) for the relief of William H. Needham, late second lieu- 
tenant of Company D, Twenty-second Regiment lowa Infantry Vol- 
unteers, reported it without amendment; and submitted a report 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(IH. R. No. 1142) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of Company 
E, First Batallion, Thirteenth Regiment of United States Infantry, | 
reported it without amendment; and submitted a report thereon, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 17) amending the laws granting pensions to the 
soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812, and their widows, reported 
it with amendments; and submitted a report thereon, which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from ihe same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 198) amending the laws granting pensions to the soldiers and 
sailors of the war of 1812, and their widows, and for ether purposes, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 


(go ca 





et to forward a copy of these resolutions 
rom this State in Congress. 





tion of William B. Whiting, praying to be allowed a pension, sub- | 
mitted a report accompanied by a bill (S. No. 647) granting a pension | 


to William B. Whiting. 
The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
e printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 413) to increase the pension of Laurena C. P. Haskins, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. Lask to have the bill placed on the Calendar, 
with the adverse report of the committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made. 

Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 323) granting a pension to the widow of the 
late Commodore Benjamin J. Totten, United States Navy, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

_He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Jane Dulany, widow of the late Colonel William Dulany, 
United States Marine Corps, praying to be allowed arrears of pension, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was agreed to, and the 
= were discharged from the further consideration of the 
etition. 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (8S. No. 82) for the relief of Gustav A. Hesselber- 
ger, reported it with amendments, and submitted a report thereon ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BOOTH, from the Committee on Patents,to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 148) to confirm the term, for the period of seventeen 
years from the date of its original grant, of the patent of Thomas A. 
Weston, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to | 
spect of | 


whom was referred the bill (S. No. 58) to prevent abuses in re 
the mileage of district attorneys of the United States, reported it 
with an amendment. 

Mr. MERRIMON, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 542) to provide for the convey - 


| the bill 


ance of the low grounds in the city of Washington, under the provis- 


| ions of the actof Congress, chapter 96, approved May7, 1822, reported 


it with an amendment. 

Mr. KERNAN, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
H. R. No. 1891) for the relief of the Eagle and Phanix Manu- 
facturing Company of Columbus, Georgia, reported it with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 89) for the relief of the officers and pri- 
vates of the Fourth Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers, reported adversely 
thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. . 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 573) for the relief of the officers and privates of the Fourth 
Arkansas Cavalry Volunteers, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 1104) for the relief of John Pulford, reported it with an 


| amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to 


be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, reported an amend- 
ment to the bill (S. No. 265) to remit taxes on insolvent savings- 
banks; which was ordered to be printed, and lie on the table. 


COLONIAL 


Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a resolution to print and bind copies of the 
Colonial Charters and Constitutions, to report a substitute by way 
of amendment, and I ask for its present consideration. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The substitute will be considered as the 
original resolution, and it will be reported by the Secretary. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution as amended, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That there be 
printed and bound in leather 5,400 copies of The Colonial Charters and Constitu 
tions of the United States, compiled under the direction of the Senate. of which 
960 copies shall be for the use of Senators and the Vice-President, and 2,500 copies 
shall be for the use of Representatives and Delegates, and the remaining 1,940 
copies shall be distributed by the Public Printer, as follows: To the Secretary of 


CHARTERS AND CONSTITUTIONS. 


| the Senate 50 copies, of which one copy shall be for himself, one copy for each of 


the standing committees of the Senate, one copy forthe room of the Oflicial Reporter 
of the Senate, and the remaining copies for the library of the Senate, and to the 
Clerk of the House 75 copies, of which one copy shall be for himself, one copy for 
each of the standing committees of the House, one copy for the room of the offi 
cial reporters of the House, and the remaining copies for the library of the Honse ; 
to the Librarian of Congress 66 copies,of which one copy shall be for himself 
five copies for the Library of Congress, and shall not be taken therefrom ; ten 
copies for the law library, and fifty copies shall be for exchange with foreign 





| governments, under the direction of the Joint Committee on the Library, as pro 


vided in the joint resolution approved March 1x67; tothe President of the 
United States 3 copies, of which one copy shall be for the library of the Executive 
Mansion ; to the Department of State 55 copies, of which five copies shall be for 
the use of the Department, and fifty copies shall be for transmission to United 
States legations and consulates-general abroad; to the Treasury Department 10 
copies; to the War Department 6 copies, of which one copy shall be for the 
Military Academy at West Point; to the Navy Departwent 6 copies, of which 
one copy shall be for the Naval Academy at Annapolis; to the Department of 
the Interior 535 copies, of which ten copies shall be for the Department; one 
copy for the State library of each State and the executive library of each Ter 

ritory; one copy for the designated depositary of public documents in each con 

gressional district, and the remaining copies of the 535 shall be kept by the Sec 

retary of the Interior as a reserve, from which he may supply newly created 
offices; to the Post-Office Department 6 copies; to the Department of Justice 
125 copies, for the use of that Department, the Chief-Justice and justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, the judges of the circuit and district courts 
of the United States, the Court of Claims; the Assistant Attorney-General, and 
the Solicitor; to the Department of Agriculture 2 copies; and to the Smithson 
ian Institution 1 copy; and 1,000 copies for sale by the Public Piinter at the 
cost of printing and binding, under such regulations as he may prescribe, under 
the direction of the Joint Committee on Printing, 


The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 


| 


CONSULATE AT OMOA AND TRUXILLO. 


Mr. CONKLING. Iam instructed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations to report back favorably House bill No. 1454. In making 
the report I beg to say that the committee acted upon the bill more 
than a week ago. There are reasons, known to the chairman and 
the other members of the committee, why it should receive the 
prompt action of the Senate; and having been overlooked by mis- 
take, I venture to ask for its present consideration, after the Senate 
shall hear it read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 1454) to change the name of 
the “consulate at Omoa and Truxillo.” It changes the name to the 
“consulate at Ruatan and Truxillo.” 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY ACCOMMODATIONS. 


Mr. HOWE. The Joint Committee on the Library of Congress, to 
whom was referred so much of the President’s message as relates to 
furnishing additional facilities for the Library, have directed me to 
report a bill containing only two short sections, and to ask its passage. 

The bill (S. Na. 645) to constitute a commission to consider and 
report a plan for providing enlarged accommodations for the Library 
of Congress, was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. HOWE. I ask for the present consideration of the bill. 

The bill was read a second time at length. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration 
| of the bill at this time ? 
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Mr. MORRILL. This is a very important subject and I should 
much prefer to have the bill printed so that I can examine it and see 
exactly what it means. I am as desirous as any Senator to have fur- 
ther accommodations for the Library, but when a plan is adopted for 
that purpose I desire it to be the best plan and one that will be a 
continuing benefit to the country for the next century. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill goes over under objection. 

BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. DAWES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No, 649) regulating the authentication and use of 
proxies in meetings of shareholders in national banking associations; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 650) for the relief of certain postwasters and 
late postmasters in the State of Arkansas; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post- 
Roads. 

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 651) to amend section 4400 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, relating to steam-vessels ; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 652) to establish a post-route in Rhode 
Island; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HOAR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 653) for the relief of Annie E. Newton, late 
postmaster in Fayville, Massachusetts; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 654) to authorize the na- 
tional university to increase the number of members of the board of 
regents, to fill vacancies caused by death, resignation, or otherwise, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 655) to incorporate the National Pacitic Rail- 
road and Telegraph Company; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 656) for the relief of A. L. Shotwell; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BAILEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 657) for the relief of certain postmasters in 
‘Tennessee; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 658) to authorize the restoration of Michael 
O’Brien to the rank of first lieutenant in the Army; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 659) for the relief of Josiah H. Pillsbury; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post- 
Oflices and Post-Roads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8. No, 660) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Alexander Repine; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WADLEIGH (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. No. 661) granting a pension to 
Johanna Nay Page; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (S, R. No, 17) supplemental to a joint 
resolution in relation to the international industrial exposition to 
be held in Paris iv 1878; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. If there be no objection, and I think it likely 
there will be none, I ask to have the joint resolution acted upon now. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be read and then 
the Chair will ask if there is objection to its consideration. 

The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to its present consid- 
eration ? 

Mr. WHYTE. I object. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. 1 move that the joint resolution be printed and 
laid on the table, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 18) authorizing Lieutenant 
Theodore B. M. Mason, of the United States Navy, to accept a silver 
medal from the King of Italy; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Mr. CHAFFEE submitted the following resolution ; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, requested to 
communicate to the Senate copies of all papers in his Department relating to the 
seltioment of the accounts for the transportativa of the Second Regiment of In 
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| fantry from Saint Louis to San Francisco, via Denver, in the mont! 
1877. i 


MAIL FACILITIES WITH SOUTH AMERICA. 

Mr. FERRY. I desire to have an order for the printing of 9, 
ments submitted before the Senate Committee on Post-Oflices © 
Post-Roads relative to increased postal facilities in southery ¢;.,. 
and for the establishment of steamship mail service between +] 
United States, South America, Central America, and the West ce : 
I move that these arguments be printed and referred to the ( on ais 
tee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads., om 

The motion was agreed to. 


ites 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS, 

A message from the President, by Mr. O. L. Prupen, one 
secretaries, announced that the President had this day approved and 
signed an act (S. No. 412) to punish embezzlement in the District os 
Columbia, and to protect the records of said District, and for othe, 
purposes; and an act (8. No. 461) to further regulate the pure 
material for the public printing and binding. 

COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired, and thp 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumes the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the standar| 
silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character, upon which 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] is entitled to the tloor. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Delaware allows me to offer ay 
amendment to the bill which I ask to have read and printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be printed and lic 
upon the table subject to the call of the Senator from Kentucky, 

Mr. BECK. I should like to have it read. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be reported at 
length. 

The Cuter CLERK. It is proposed to strike out the amendment of 
the Committee on Finance to the bill and insert : 

And the Secretary of the Treasury is directed out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated to purchase from time to time silver bullion att 
market price thereof not less than 3,000,000 per month or as much more as can |y 
coined at the mints of the United States, and cause the same to be coined int 
dollars ; and any gain or seigniorage arising from this coinage shall be acc 
for and paid into the Treasury as provided under existing laws relative to s 
iary coinage; Provided, That whenever the market price of silver bullion j 
that it cannot be purchased by the Secretary of the Treasury as herein provi 
at less than par with legal-tender notes of the United States, he shall give 
notice of that fact, and then any citizen of the Umited States who is the ow: 
silver bullion may deposit the same at any United States coinage mint or ass 
ofiice to be coined into such dollars for his benefit upon the same terms and ev: 
tions as gold bullion is deposited for coinage under existing laws 

Sec. 2. That hereafter all the silver half dollars, quarter dollars, and ten. 
pieces coined at the mints of the United States shall contain the same rela 
quantity of pure and standard silver as the dollar authorized to be coined by 1 
act, to wit, the half dollar one-half, the quarter dollar one-fourth, and the t 
piece one-tenth part of 4124 grains troy of standard silver. 


OT his 


hase of 


b-ceat 


Mr. BECK. The Senator from Delaware has allowed me a few mo- 
ments to explain what I mean by the amendment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, the object of the amendment I have 
offered will, I hope, be obvious to Senators who take pains to read it. 
In the first place it differs from the amendment of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Finance in this, that it directs the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in as peremptory manner as I knew how to draw it, to coin not 
less than $3,000,000 per month and the maximum of the coinage isto 
be limited only by the capacity of the United States mints to coin; 
in other words, they are required to coin silver dollars as rapidly as 
possible. 

In the second place, I desire so long as silver bullion can be pur- 
chased for less than par in legal-tender notes that the people of the 
United States shall have the benefit of the seigniorage or gain and 
that it shall not go to private individuals. 

In the third place, so soon as silver bullion shall be at par with 
legal-tender notes of the United States, then I want the coinage of 
the silver dollar to be placed upon precisely the same footing that 
the coinage of the gold dollar is now placed by law; and I propose 
that, for the double purpose of endeavoring to make the legal-tender 
notes of the United States convertible into a coin that is receivable 
for all dues, public and private, to give it the same use as gold, and 
thereby endeavor to keep the notes of the United States as nearly as 
possible at par with gold; and next, by allowing private individu- 
alsto have this coinage done the silver coin thuscoined will be brought 
into circulation more rapidly when owned by private individuas 
than it will be if held by the Government, because the coin while 
held by private individuals is of no value to the man who owns It 
until he parts with it, while the Government might hoard it and a 
hostile Secretary of the Treasury might throw impediments 1 the 
way of its circulation. ee: 

The fourth idea is that this coinage shall be confined to citiz¢ ns of 
the United States. I do not want any foreign government or the 
citizens of any foreign government to have any dealings with our 
mint or by any possibility cause any complications to arise growls 
out of contracts with them. I want our dealings to be with ourown 
citizens, and if foreign governments send bullion to our citizens we 
still deal with our own people and have our complications, f ay 

| arise, at home. 

Mr. MORRILL. May I ask the Senator frem Kentucky how he 
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money? Why did not the Legislature of Connecticut, in the resolu 


tions read here at the Clerk’s desk to-day , When it talked about h 
money and the national faith, why have they not kept good faith 
with that class of people for whoin they call themselves the specia 
guardians, and whose interest is said to be at the bottom of all the 
resistance to the silver dollar, and allow them to retain a fractional 
currency, Which is about equal to gold, instead of foreing debased 


» obviate the difficulty of a foreigner employing a citizen 
i States to do the business in his name ? 

Mr. BECK. Isay in the amendment that any citizen of the United 
States who is the owner of silver bullion may deposit it at the mint. 
1 eared less about whether he was the bona fide owner than I did 
‘act of our not dealing with foreign governments or citi- 
t make our citizen the owner of it for all the pur 


roposes t 


the Unite 


nest 
vl 
l 
] caret 
about the f 


yeus. They mus 









poses of our law, and our dealings should be with him, and not with | coinage upon them in itsstead? Has there been one utterance heard 
them. anywhere; has there been a manly protest uttered against that sub- 

I want to say a few words about the second section. It proposes | stitution of debased for good money, whereby thirty-odd millions 
ihat all the half dollars, quarter dollars, and dimes of the United | of money, which was by law required to be made as good as gold 


States shall have the same relative intrinsic value as the silver dol- 
lar has. That seems to me obviously just, the conditions w hich re- 
quired a debasement of the fractional silver coins in 1553 having 
passed away and a contrary condition existing ; and it is upon that 
subject that I wish to be heard for a few minutes, by the courtesy of 
the Senator from Delaware. Such injustice has been done by the 
very administration and its indorsers who are now crying out so 
loudly for good faith, honest money, and the rights of the widows 
and orphans, the laborer and the poor, that I think it ought to cease 
or they should give the poor as bonest money as they demand. We 
had until lately over $40,000,000—the law authorized $50,000,000—of 
fractional currency, (see section 3572 of the Revised Statutes,) and 
section 3074 provided that the fractional currency— 

Shall be exchangeable by the assistant treasurers and designated depositaries 
for United States notes in sums of not less than 8s; and shall be receivable for 
wastage and revenue stamps, and for all dues to the United States, except customs, 
in sums not over $5. 

In other words, that fractional paper currency being redeemable 
in greenbacks, or legal-tender notes, was of equal value with legal- 
tender notes. Those legal-tender notes have to be redeemed in coin 
under existing law on the Ist day of January next; so that every 
dime of that fractional currency would have been redeemable in gold 
at the option of the holder on the Ist day of next January. What 
has becomeof it? The Secretary of the Treasury telis us that he had 
bought up over fourteen millions of it for redemptiou during the last 
tiscal year, and there is about as much bought up during this year, 
He has given usadebt statement, issued on the sist of January, 
1x73, in which he shows that there is only $17,000,000 of it outstand- 
ing, perhaps one-fourth of that lost or destroyed during the long 
years it has been in existence, and he shows that he is now holding 
jegal-tender currency in the Treasury for the redemption of this 
fractional currency to the amount of $10,000,000, which he has with- | 
drawn from circulation for the purpose of getting in what remains of 
it. Therefore, it is all substantially withdrawn; and he shows further 
in his debt statement, which I hold in my hand, that there are now | 
outstanding, all coined within the last year or two, $33,254,356.35 of 
fractional silver currency. In other words, he hus managed to with- | 
draw all the fractional currency which was becoming as good as gold, 
aud to substitute for it a fractional silver currency. ‘lhe Director of 
the Mint in his report shows that be has in the last year issued over 
seventy million pieces of fractional silver coin to the value of 
$19,387,035, and that the year before last be issued $12,994,452.50 of 
fractional silver currency, making $32,351,407.50 in the last two 
years, and he adds this: 


The total [silver] bullion purchased, 28,.707,634.57 fine, or 31,897,371.73 standard | 


ounces, costing $34,118,973.26, will produce, at the coining rate of $1.244168 per 
standard ounce, fractional silver coins to the amount of $39,685,688, and give a 
seigniorage or gain of $5,566,714.74, 

Think of it, the profit thus made by this coinage of $5,566,714.74 is 
more money made by this debased coinage which has been issued ip 
lieu of the fractional currency than has been paid in the last eighteen 
months by the bankers for all the circulation of the people given to 
the two thousand national banks whose managers are making so 
much trouble now about the standard silver dollar which we propose 
to issue, 

it will be remembered—and that is the ground of complaint—that 
this silver currency is7 per cent., some say 8—the Senator from Penn- 


sylvania [Mr. WaLLacr] called it 8, others have called it 7, but it is | 


between 7 and 8 per cent.—debased below the silver dollar of 4124 
grains that we propose to issue. 
Mr. BAYARD. About five. 


Mr. BECK. The Senator from Delaware says about five. Well, | 
call it five. The Senator from Pennsylvania called it eight the other | 


day, and Tread a speech of a gentleman in the other House who 
called it seven; but call it five. The fractional currency, whatever 
form it assumes, was and is emphatically the money of the poor; it 
is the money of retail; it is the money in which the laborer receives 
his daily pay. Over $30,000,000 of this fractional currency, as good 
as gold, and which was obliged to be paid in gold—to which the 


within ten months from this time, has been withdrawn from cireula- 
tion by your Secretary of the Treasury, and legal-tenders now with- 
held from circulation to reedeem what little balance remains, and a 
debased currency of nearly forty millions, 5 per cent. below the stand- 
ard silver dollar is placed in the hands of the poor or is held by great 
corporations all over New Jersey and New York and New Engiand, 
and paid to their laborers every night, with which they have to goto 


market to buy bread, sugar, coffee, aud the other necessaries of life, 
when they have agreed to pay an honest dollar for the day’s work 
they have obtained. 

Not a word has been heard from them on that subject; but when 
the proposition is to reissue the old standard dollar, which is the 
dollar of their own contract, and which the bondholder agreed to 
take for his principal and interest, then the ery of good faith is 
raised and we are called, I do not know what—repudiationists, luna- 


| tics; well, it is not worth while to enumerate, but we are called 
everything that is vile by the metropolitan press and the other hired 


scribblers, because we will not longer submit to extortion. I want 
to restore the fractional coinage to the same level of the original 
silver dollar as there is no danger of its leaving the country until it 
is at least above par with gold. The men who are now clamoring 
against the restoration of the silver dollar had been silent while this 
change from redeewable to debased currency was going on, and 
while the Director of the Mint and Secretary of the Treasury were 
gatherifig in, absorbing, and destroying money as good as gold, and 
issuing money that was 13 per cent. below gold, and putting it into 
the hands of these poor people whom you are now so clamorous 
about protecting. Oh, no. The people are not deceived by rhetoric 
or denunciation ; the country understands the facts and the motives 
of the bondholders, for there is a great deal of common sense in the 
country, more than many great men are aware of. They are not 
easily deceived, they do not look to bondholders and great corpora- 
tions to protect them. Sparrows do not get under the wings of 
hawks when they want protection. 

Now, however, when the change in the coinage laws is likely to 
hurt them, when they want their gold still further appreciated, and 
the value of all property still more depreciated, so that they can buy 
it at a still lower price, indeed at their own price, as they only can 


| get gold, then the ery of good faivh is raised and their anxiety for 


the poor becomes intense. Ask the presidents of national banks and 
savings-banks, those benevolent gentlemen who work for nothing 
those philanthropists who are looking for their reward in Heaven, 
who hold on to the money of the poor so tenaciously that very often 
of late they have run off with what they had or failed, as we say 
in the West, full-handed—ask them why they did not during the 
last two years and a half, when this thing was going on and this 
debased money was being paid to these poor people who were mak- 
ing their deposits with them, 13 per cent. below gold, and fractional 
currency, nearly equal to gold, was taken from them and destroyed 
by this just and patriotic Government, why they did not complain? 
I can answer the question. They did not because it did not touch 
their pockets, and as long as it did not they cared not. I said I 
would not take more than five minutes from the Senator from Dela- 
ware, but I have taken longer than I expected to make this some- 
whatrambling statement. 1 thank the Senator for his courtesy. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator from Delaware will give way for 
a single moment I wish to say a word or two in reply to the Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. President, I am learning something new every day, and the 
Senator from Kentucky has made such rapid progress in denunci- 
ation of a debased coinage that I shall hope to see him within a 
week or two joining the rest of us who believe that we ought not to 
issue a debased silver dollar. 

Now, Mr. President, what are the facts in relation to the fractional 
| currency and the silver coinage? The fractional currency had be- 
| come so ragged and so dirty that people were willing to surrender it 
| for almost anything, and we could not get a proposition through 
both Houses to print anything more of the fractional currency. 
Therefore it was necessary to substitute something instead; and let 


| 





laborer was entitled—has been withdrawn in the last two years and 
a half from circulation, and a debased currency 5 per cent. lower than 
the standard silver dollar has been substituted for it and circulated 


everywhere among the laborers of the country, and none of the bond- | 


holders, money corporations, ortheir organshave complained. Now, I 
ask, why should not that money be made as good as any other money? 
Why have all the gentlemen, the bankers, the boards of trade, 
the chambers of commerce, the presidents of savings-banks, the elo- 
{ent gentlemen on this toor and at the other end of the Capitol, 
been erying out so loudly for good faith, national honor, and honest 


me say that the practice of the United States in relation to the sub- 
sidiary coin coincides with the practice of nations the world over. 
| No country issues subsidiary goinage at its full value for the plain 
reason that they do not wish to be subject to the expense of recoin- 
age as it is an expensive article to coin in the first instance and it is 
| al expensive article to maintain. But the facts are that while we 
issued something over $40,000,000 of fractional curreucy and supplied 
the country to the full extent of all its wants for change, when it 
came to a position where we issued silver currency to the amount of 
| somewhere about $30,000,000, it was found that the vacuum was filled 
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and that it was a drag; and now becanse people are not willing to 
submit to taking the silver coinage the Senator from Kentucky de- 
ounces it as debased. Why, sir, 1 take it that there is no country 
that has ever issued silver coinage for change for subsidiary purposes 
atitsfull value. At the present moment the amount of silver coinage 
that is afloat in Great Britain is something a little less than a hundred 
million dollars. They issue it at sixty-six pence per ounce and buy 
it for fifty-three and three-fourths pence at the present day. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I ask for the reading of the pending 
bill as reportedl by the Committee on Finance. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill as reported by the Committee 
on Finance will be read at length. 

The Cuter CLERK. The bill will read, if amended as proposed by 
the Committee on Finance: 

That there shall be coined, at the several mints of the United States, silver dol- 


las of the weight of 4124 grains troy of standard silver, as provided in the act of 
January 1s, 1837, on which shall be the devices and superscriptions provided by 
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| dition and dangers, the wisdom of the men who founded this ( 
| ment grows more and more manifest, and in nothing is it clearer {| 
| when they sought to imbed in the rock of the Constitution, 
| tion of money to coined precious metals of gold and silver as hay; 


said act; which coins, together with all silver dollars heretofore coined by the | 


United States of like weight and fineness, shall be a legal tender, at their nominal 
value, for all debts and dues, public and private, except where otherwise provided 
by contract. And the Secretary ot the Treasury is authorized and directed, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to purchase, from time to 
time, silver bullion, at the market price thereof, not less than $2,000,000 per month, 
nor more than $4,000,000 per month, and cause the same to be coined into such dol 
lars. Aud any gain or seigniorage arising from this coinage shall be accounted for 


and paid into the Treasury, as provided under existing laws relative to the sub- | 


sidiary coinage: Provided, That the amount of money at any one time invested in 
such silver bullion, exclusive of such resulting coin, shall not exceed $5,000,000. 
Sec. 2. That immediately after the passage of this act the President shall in- 
vite the governments of the countries composing the Latin union, so called, and of 
such other European nations as he may deem advisable, to join the United States 
in a conterence to adopt a common ratio of legal tender as between gold and silver, 
for the purpose of establishing, internationally, the use of bimetallic money, and 


securing fixity of relative value between those metals; such conference to be held | : ore . ; 
curing of re or in the United States at such time within six monthaas | between nations ; and therefore it is, that any nation which enters ihe 


at such place, in Europe or in the United States, at such time within six months as 
may be mutually agreed upon by the executives of the governments joining in the 
same, Whenever the governments so invited, or any three of them, shall have sig- 
nitied their willingness to unite in the same, 

Phe President shall, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint 
three commissioners, who shall attend such conference on behalf of the United 
States, and shall report the doings thereof to the President, who shall transmit 
the same to Congress 


Said commissioners shall each receive the sum of $2500 and their reasonable ex- 


pay such compensation and expenses is hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


See. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act 
are hereby repealed, 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, a careful, prolonged, and conscien- 
tious examination of the measure now before us, has but contirmed 
my apprehension that a crisis has arrived in our affairs,in which the 
step now contemplated, will be found to lead the American people 
into still greater suffering and disaster than they have yet experi- 
enced, We have reached that point of our painful but hopeful jour- 
ney back to specie payments and normal values when a single false 
step or blunder may lose our people the fruits of all their past suffer- 
ings and present patient endurance. I fully appreciate the present 
distress of our people,and am anxious to strain every nerve to procure 
their speedy relief, and will omit no effort that may possibly assist 
them; but just in proportion to my perception of their present dan- 
gers and distress, is my sense of the necessity of courage and fidelity 





to oppose all measures which, according to my clear convictions, will | 


only revive and intensify in greater severity and wider extent, the very 
evils and sufferings from which they now seek relief. And there are 
no troubles which so permeate the daily affairs of men, and destroy 
the happiness and deteriorate the character of a people, as those 
which accompany a false and disordered system of money—the cur- 
rency of a people, which has so close and controlling a relationship 
to capital and wealth in the mutual exchanges of mankind, and 
upon which the value of labor and of all commodities ultimately 
depends, 

No historian of the last two centuries, no statesman of our own or 
any other country, but bas borne testimony tothis truth ; and, in the 
growth of commerce and multiplication of transactions which the 
wonderful development of natural science has bronght about in our 
day, the need for a commercial and industrial people of the most con- 
venient, stable, and universally acceptable money and measure of 
values and exchanges grows more and more imperative, and the con- 
sequences of its absence more and more disadvantageous. 

| have been a careful auditor and reader of the debates of Congress 
and the discussions in the public prints, and it has been with a sense 
of profound sorrow, that 1 have seen a subject, which from its very 
nature demanded serenity and calm intellectaal treatment, subjected 
to the heats of passionate declamation until it has become clouded 
with unworthy and hostile suspicions, and stained with crimination 
and recrimination. Nay, sir, that sentiment which we as citizens of 
this great Republic should especially dread and discourage, which is 
80 peculiarly dangerous and fatal to our system of united States, as 
a short and sorrowful retrospect will warn us, the sentiment of sec- 
tional animosity and antagonism, has been appealed to, and I fear 
sometimes too successfully for the welfare of us all, to control a ques- 
tion in regard to which there is and can be no sectional or local ad- 
vantage. A wise arrangement of our finances will benefit and bless 
every human being in every State and every corner of every State in 
the Union ; and the bitter fruits of unwisdom must be eaten by all 
classes, all races of our population, and no portion of the country 
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may hope to escape. The good or evil effects may apparent], 
sooner on some than on others, but will sooner or later wit}; ; oak os 
and impartiality reach us all. ee 
I propose nothing to-day but a candid expression of judgment unor 
the proposed measure, and shall not intentionally comment unkindly 
or disrespectfully on those who differ from my methods of reasoning 7 
the conclusions at which I shall arrive. A distinguished states... 
of our own time has said, that one of the greatest moral dangers tha 
can visit the polities of a self-governed country is having oe 
question insincerely dealt with. That danger at least I shal! ool 
Tested by our own experience and by the light of our present ‘oan 
rovern- 
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intrinsic value of their own, with no dependency upon the solyenc, 
of any credit, whether individual or public. It was the simple but 
all-important rule and principle, that value should be given for yalye. 
and labor, being the great creator of valnes, should receive its pro- 
portion. How essential does such a proposition seem in a ( 


rovert- 


| ment that was intended to be popular in form and popular in its yer, 


essence! Such money, having intrinsic value, was the best, becayss 
it had the universal acceptance of the world, and had possessed this 
at all times of its history. It could never, therefore, become redund- 
ant; and if it had that single virtue, in addition to its chief fanctioy 
of money, to be also a commodity of intrinsic value, that would canse 


| it to flow to and from points of demand and supply, and thus regn- 


late its own volume by natural laws unembarrassed by the sciolisis 


| of legislation. 


Its function was and is to measure values, to balance exchanges, 


world’s great field of industrial competition suffers infinite disadyan- 
tage whenits money is not everywhere acceptable at its full, relative, 
nominal value,in regulation of its exchanges and in payment of the 
debts of its citizens, without discount, deductions, or brokerages caused 
by its want of real value and its fluctuations from a stable standard. 

It is plainly for the interest and advantage of the American farmer, 


pensen, 00 bo apgeoved by the Gasvetary of Ghnte; ond the amount messenary to | mechanic, and producer of every class, to have the best tools for his 


trade, a currency of fixed, accepted value, which gives him simple 
and direct communications with those markets whose prices fix his 
rewards for all he produces, avoiding the profits of middlemen and 
the confusion of varying calculations, and just as improved agricult- 

ural machinery enables the farmer to make larger crops at less cost 

of productien, soa stable currency that will circulate everywhere, 

and retain a fixed value everywhere, is a necessity to prosperous com- 

petition in the struggle for the commercial supremacy which is going 
on in the family of nations. 

Why, sir, brought closely together as the nations of the world are 
under the great invention and application of steam ; informed as we 
are from moment to moment of whet is passing at all quarters of the 
globe; how close and important becomes the competition to which 
we are subjected, and how close is the calculation that shall turn 
the scale in favor of profitable industry or unprofitable idleness? 

Eminent authority has told us that the trade in cotton cloth, that 
fabric most extended in its use among all the nations, can be and 
will be controlled by the excess in cost of production of one farthing 
per yard; and the nation that can secure the mauufacture at that close 
calculation will find itself'a humming hive of industry when those 
who shall fall short in capacity to supply even at that small diflerence 
in price will find their looms idle me their workmen in poverty and 
despair. Modern invention in labor-saving machinery is presenting 
to us of the present day the great problem of distribution of produc- 
tions as almost equal in importance to production itself. 

Here in the United States, with a labor-saving machinery and a 
skilled labor unsurpassed by any in the world, we have reached, say the 
statisticians, a productive power equaling the wants of one hundred 
millionsof people. Our home markets give uscustom for forty millions. 
Where shall we find markets for the other sixty million? It must 
be in foreign markets, or we shall find a glut of production here at 
home that will bring disaster and ruin to all who are engaged in 
manufactures. And is not this equally true in regard to our vast 
agricultural products? Are we not to-day becoming the granary 
and gardén of the world far, far beyond the consumption by our own 
population? And the question arises, how shall we distribute this 
valuable surplus, and how shall we compete for the control of the 
markets where this surplus must fiud its way ? 7 : 

Mr. President, I hold that the great mistake, the terrible mistake 
of those who had charge of this Government in 1562, was the resort 
to the issue of irredeemable paper money by the Government and in- 
sisting that it should be received as legal tender forall existing debts, 
public and private. Sir, this has been called a Government of limited 
powers; but if the ingenuity of definition can describe an act of 
more unlimited, arbitrary, and merciless power than that, it has s° 
far been out of my capacity to see it. I hold that our sufferings t- 
day in this land—and I do not in this comparison underrate the an- 
guish, the sorrow, the distress that an internecine war created—but 
our present sufferings are chiefly caused by the results, and are 2 nec: 
essary sequel, to that terrible departure from wisdom in finance and 
overthrow of constitutional limitation upon congressional power. 

What do we mean by “ war prices,” which are vainly sought to be 
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ntained long after war has ceased ? What caused war prices, and | 
+arethey? In the first place, the diversion of productive industry 
the creation of values to that of destruction. War drives labor 
ation of production, and thereby, of course, production | 
ned, prices are increased, under the rule of supply and 
But that was not all. That would have been enough to 
te sudden emergency; but the trouble would have soon ceased 
oo the eause had ceased. But to-day this nation groans under the 
wfiect of having resorted to false and fictitious measures of value in 
- : = insactions. Never was worse money, or more fatal to a people, 
thes the paper which is issued by Government and made irredeema- 
ile. The temptations for its excess are obvious and irresistible, and 
they proved themselves so in our experience in 1262. Having no 
intrinsic Value, how could money that had intrinsic value compete 
with it? Will men ever give value when they can procure their needs 
without it? The answer 1s that when the cheaper money of paper 
was created by law, gold and silver, the valuable money of the | 
world, was banished from our circulation and use, and feom that day | 
to this, (with the exception of the subsidiary use of silver coin begun | 
about one year ago) gold and silver have been relegated to the cate- | 
vory of mere merchandise, commodities, and have not served as money | 
or measure of value in the United States. ; 
What was the consequence of this issue ? Depreciation in its pur- 
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chasing power followed the shadow of discredit. One citizen found | 


himself in possession of a large amount of paper money growing in 
discredit and depreciating in value. He knew that in itself it had 
no value, that in itself it contained no intrinsic security; and so it 
became the creature of hopes and fears and fluctuated with those 
emotions. Being insecure, the holder of this currency desired to con- 
vert it into commodities of value or to get something that had value 
in itself, real or personal property. He sought the owner of this 
property having intrinsic value, and between the desire of one to get 
rid of that which he distrusted, and the unwillingness of his contract- 


ing party to receive that which he also distrusted, the result was to 


fix the price of the property in question, at a high rate in this false 
and discredited measure of value. That is “war price.” Every man 
having it wanted to get rid of this currency; each man having prop- 
erty preferred to retain it as having value in itself, and between the 
two there was a false and exaggerated measure. That was a “war 
rice. 

Mr. President, can such things be sustained? Is it not manifestly 
beyond the power of human legislation to sustain a false value when 
the excitement and its cause have passed away? Shrinkage is inevita- 
ble: the normal value must be reached, and no contrivance of an can 
create values except according to that divine decree that came with 
his creation. It can be produced only by labor; and by the sweat of 
his face alone shall man create values or eat bread. Acts of Con- 
gress making things of no value legal tender for things of value, are 
but shifts and contrivances which in the end are doomed to disap- 
pointment, as history tells you they always have been. 

The fixing of high prices at home closed foreign markets to all our 
productions and manufactures, and the result was a glut in our home 
markets which was followed by a fall in prices and ruin to those who 
were engagedinthe production. Sir, we drove gold and silver out of cir- 
culation in 1862, and, with the exception of the use of subsidiary coin 
in 1x76 and 1877, both metals have since been merchandise only. Now, 
under the operations of the laws of commercial exchanges, by force 
of our power of production under the beneficent presence of peace, 
the United States have gradually increased the balance of trade in 
their favor, and the credit of their Treasury demand notes has grown 
nearly to a par with gold until there is but a transparent barrier be- 
tween the demand note, the certificate of indebtedness of the Gov- 
ernment, and the gold coin recognized everywhere as the standard 
of value. I have good authority for saying, that, but for the pres- 
ent agitation caused by the introduction of this measure, the minor 
gold coins of our country would by this time have made their ap- 
pearance as money and the Treasury notes would have been exchanged 
tor them, and very soon for gold coin upon demand in all denomina- 
tions, and so all doubt, uncertainty, and tluctuation would have ended. 

Why, sir, it seems to me that we are in the position of travelers 
who after a long and weary journey have nearly reached the top 
of the mountain which formed the great barrier between us and 
aland of plenty. We can almost see, nay, we can see, the fertile 
slope of prosperity that stretches now beyond us, when here comes 
this ill-timed, ill-omened new cause of trouble in the sudden discov- 
ery that silver has reached the lowest price ever known in the his- 
tory of the world. The authority for that statement is Mr. Ernest 
Seyd, of London, one of the most forcible, certainly one of the most 
impressive advocates for the remonetization of silver throughout the 
World, one of the strongest advocates for the use of both metals as a 
standard of value, and he makes this declaration at page 67 of his 
late pamphlet upon the causes of the fall of the price of silver. 

Now that silver has reached the lowest point known in the history 
of the world, that moment is taken advantage of to construe the 
wording of the act under which certain bonds and obligations of the 
Gove rnment of the United States were issued, to insist at once upon 
a declaration that it is proper and right and honest that, in the hour 
of this extreme depression, it shall be brought in as a means of pay- 


tan of certain public debts. This was embodied in the resolution 
Je 





honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. MatrHews] that I have | was the cause of the remarkable fall ia the price of silver which we 


already discussed, and do not propose now to repeat it. Some rea- 
sons I gave were satisfactory then, as they are now to my own mind, 
and to which as yet I have failed to hear any reply whatever. I hold 
that those bonds were the obligations of this great Republic, and I 
know they have but one security—no property, no possibility of co- 
erced collection—only one thing and nothing more, the sentiment of 
honor of the people of this country. It may be deemed a mere ab- 
straction ; but those who so consider it have read the history of the 
human race to very little parpose. Give me but the sentiment of 
honorable obligation in the hearts of a people and I will ask no better 
or other security for the payment of all their just debts in full. It 
will be found indeed “ the cheap defense of nations.” 

Now, sir, this bill proposes to coin pieces of silver of a standard 
nine-tenths fine, weighing 412} grains, and to call them dollars and 
units of value in the American currency, and make them unlimited 
legal tender fur all debts. This is called in debate, a restoration of 
the silver dollar, “ the dollar of our fathers; ” and yet it seems to me 
that the consequences of such an act can scarcely be comprehended 
or it would not be so unhesitatingly urged. Can we be unmindfal 
of the combined action of the leading nations of the world since 
the United States ceased to use gold and silver as a double standard 
for their money ? The same writer I have cited makes this very 
sensible remark, that “so long as the United States remain on the 
paper basis, they cannot themselves judge of the practical effect of 
these resolves for the future.” 

I believe there is good sense in that. If our people had eontinued 
upon the metallic basis, no such law as this could have been sug- 
gested. It is because it is presented theoretically to our people, who 
being still on a paper basis and not in a condition to appreciate it, 
that this ery which we hear all over the country, and which has been 
so echoed upon the floor of both Houses of Congress, is heard at all. 
Controlled by a policy which has been gradually but steadily adopted, 
the gold valuation was begun by England very nearly a hundred 
years ago. In 1784 the English government limited payments in 
silver to £25; in 1816 they reduced that to £2 or forty shillings; 
and other nations have followed in their track, the last accession by 
formal proclamation being the consolidated Empire of Germany. 
Chili had long since adopted the sole valuation of gold; the vast 
colonial governments of Australiaalso. Holland has already stopped 
her silver coinage and is preparing for a gold valuation. France 
is preparing for the same thing and has stopped her coinage of silver 
absolutely, and by a unanimous vote of her assembly, within the last 
month. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him a 
moment to ask him a question upon that point ? 

Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator would let me get through my 
remarks I would prefer it. However—— 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Upon that point I wish to know whether the 
Senator’s information is not inaccurate ; whether the vote the other 
day in the French assembly was not simply to restrain the coinage 
on private account and not on government account? I have the 
authority of the London Economist for saying that it was only to 
restrain the coinage on private account and not on government ac- 
count. 

Mr. BAYARD. Oh, no, Mr. President, the Senator does not appre- 
hend the facts. Under the monetary treaty between the four Latin 
countries, so called, the public coinage of silver was restrained by 
agreements made between them annually. But I will read to the 
Senator the telegraphic dispatch of the 29th January, referring to 
the proceedings of the French parliament: 

The senate on Monday unanimously approved a bill renewing the temporary sus- 
pension of the obligation of the French mint to coin any silver taken thither. Dur- 
Ing the discussioa M. Léon Say, minister of finance, said that the measure was 
made necessary by the American situation, international commerce with India, and 
the condition of the German money market, and that the Latin monetary standard 
would have to be discussed and settled hereafter. In this view M. de Darien, the 
eminent statesman, senator from Cautal, agreed, while urging a speedy adoption of 
a gold standard. 

But Belgium and Switzerland have given no uncertain note of 
preparation in this case. Already Russia and Italy and Austria, who 
are under paper systems, still recognize the necessity of this prepar- 
ation, so that the duties upon imports in Russia are now made pay- 
able in gold, and the interest upon her foreign debt is payable in 
gold ; and that is the case with Austria. The result of this combined 
demonetization, and preparation for continuing the demonetization 
of silver, has created a great fund of silver coin and bullion which 
may be swollen, according to the testimony of this earnest bimetallist 
and advocate of silver, to the enormous amount of two bundred 
million pounds sterling, or a thousand million American dollars, which 
will await a favorable market, and this bill proposes it shall be the 
United States. 

Mr. President, the act of February 12, 1873, has been denounced, al- 
together unjustitiably, as the cause of the decline in the price of silver. 

Bishop Latimer in one of his sermons told of an old man who alleged 
Tenterden steeple was the cause of Goodwyn sands, because betore 
the steeple was erected the sands were not known. Just as reason- 
able is the post propter hoc argument, that beeanse in 1573 the Govern- 
ment of the United States simply recognized as a fact, that we never 
actually were under a double metallic standard of values in the 
United States, therefore you are to say that that law passed in 1873 
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have since witnessed, This law of 1873, under which the gold unit 
of value was adopted, was enacted only after a careful preliminary 
examination of the proposition as unusual as it was commendable. 


Why, Mr. President, | hold in my hand a letter from the Secretary | 


of the Treasury to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, pre- 
sented on the 29th of June, 1870, and referred to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed, which 
discloses this fact, that the recommendation for the discontinuance 
of the coinage of the silver dollar and the adoption of gold as the 
sole standard of valuation was submitted to the most intelligent 
and competent persons to speak with authority on the subject; and 
here are on the various pages of this document, which was placed 
in the hands of every member of both Houses of Congress, which 
was distributed as a public document, was thus announced in ad- 
vance, that opinions were taken upon it, that it was considered, and 
after that (as was shown by the Senator from Vermont the other 
day) the bill proposing this change was eleven times printed by the 
Congressional Printer and passed upon by committees of both Houses 
of Congress from 1570 to 1273, when it became the law. 

The laws of coinage of the United States from 1792 to 1873 will 
disclose the fact that while there was nominally a double standard, 


in reality it never was maintained and practically did not exist. Per- | 


haps at the risk of tedium I had better recite shortly the history of 
the United States coinage. It is not long. There have been but six 
acts of Congress which touch the subject since the foundation of 
the Government. In 1792 was our first act; and 416 grains of silver, 
at a standard of fourteen hundred and eighty-five parts of pure 
silver and one hundred and seventy-nine parts of alloy, each to 
be of the value of a Spanish milled dollar; as the same was then 
current, became the unit of value in the United States. There 
was free coinage for both metals. Both were full legal tender for 
their declared value when of full weight, and when of less, in pro- 
portion. The same act authorized the gold eagle as a unit, of 270 
grains standard gold, and the alloy of gold was fixed at eleven parts 
line and one of alloy. Part of that alloy was provided to be of silver. 

From 1792 to 1834 there was no alteration whatever in the stand- 
ard or in the ratio of values between these two coins, and I wish now 
to call the attention of the Senate to some remarkable features to be 
found in the record of the Mint from the beginning of the Govern- 
ment until the 30th of June, 1577. Lrefer to the tables at page 23 
of the report of the Director of the Mint for the present year, and 
it will be found that from 1792 until 1505 there were coined of silver 
dollars less than one million and a half; from 1805 to 1835 there was 
not coined one. Not a single dollarof the unit and standard of value 
was coined from L804 until 1835. The history of that may perhaps 
be curious, but it does not disturb the force of the fact which I have 
stated and the inferences which are irresistible, the fact being that 
the silver unit did not practically exist under the coinage of the 
United States; that there were bat fifteen hundred thousand dollars 
prior to 1904, and that not one was added to the coinage from that 
time until 1835 and then one thousand were coined in 1836, none 
coined in 1837 or Is3s. In 1839 three hundred dollars were coined. 

Mr. WITHERS. Will it interrupt the Senator too much to call 
his attention to the fact that, although no dollars were coined, very 
many millions were coined in parts of dollars, halves and quarters, 
of the same standard value precisely ? 

Mr. BAYARD. That is certajnly a fact, and the several amounts 
will be found in the tables referred to; but I am only speaking of 
this coin of 416 grains, the silver dollar, which has been so clamored 


for. Why, Mr. President, we have not beard anything about the “half 


dollar of the fathers.” The talk and, not to speak disrespectfully, the 
bosh of “the dollar of the fathers” has been rung over the country, 
and I want the American people to know that from 1804 to 1835 their 
fathers did not coin a single one, and no one will deny that fact. 

Mr. WITHERS. I would ask the Senator if two half dollars did not 
make a dollar then? 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam answering the Senator that his cry has not been 
for the half dollars of his fathers. All this ery has been for “ the dol- 
lar of the fathers.” It is that coin which has been discussed and clam- 
ored for. I will give the Senator the full history of the half dollar. 
There is no fact that I desire tosuppress or avoid. Iam perfectly sat- 
isfied that when the people of this country shall understand this ques- 
tion they will see under what a condition of wild misunderstanding 
this so-called public sentiment has proceeded, The history of the non- 
coinage of the silver dollar was published the other day, I think at 
Philadelphia, whereby it seems that Thomas Jefferson, then the Pres- 
ident of the United States, whose democracy I believe is unimpeach- 
able, gave an order to the superintendent of the Mint that, learning 
that the dollars were being taken off by foreign depositors and that this 
Government was put to the expense of coining silver with no benefit 
to its own people, the coinage of silver dollars should be stopped. It 
was a simple direction, given by the President without legal author- 
ity, controlling the operations of the Mint, but it was followed for 
thirty-one years, and after Mr. Jefferson was in his grave the order 
continued to be obeyed and the dollar was not coined. Now, why 


was it not coined? If there had been a demand for it would it not | 
have been coined? If the same clamor we hear to-day for this dollar | 


had existed then, would it not have been coined? Oh, no, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the fractional coins, the halves, the quarters, and the dimes, the 
Spanish and Mexican coins, supplied the want of the country, aud 


| the reason it did not stay in circulation, the reason why it 
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less to coin it, was because it had been undervalued, and hee 
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the silver coins of Europe were stamped at a higher value th an th 
silver coins of America, aud of course the silver coin of Ameri . . oe 
where it was most appreciated and flowed from this country. _ 

Mr. ALLISON. May I ask the Senator a question ? - 

Mr. BAYARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is there not to be found also an additional] reasor 
in the fact that by all our laws from 1793 to 1227 the silver doll aa 
Mexico, the Spanish silver dollar, the French crowns and five-f; ve 
pieces were full legal tender in our country for the payment of all 


| debts, public and private, and that our own silver dollars from +) e 


Mint were exported and these dollars took their place 
country ? 
Mr. BAYARD. I have no doubt we had to avail ourselves of for- 


in our own 


| eign coinage; but that does not militate against my reasons. W), 


was it that our dollars went abroad and we could not keep thei’? 


Will not my friend auswer at once because they were underyalyed? 

Mr. ALLISON. Because these other dollars took their place. Ties: 
new dollars were more valuable for exportation. But it is also a fact 
that all the gold coinage went out of the country, and our circulation 
during that period was almost exclusively silver. ; 

Mr. BAYARD. Here comes the admission that I am glad to haye 
made by the honorable Senator. He says that the silver dollar could 
not be retained in circulation, and that foreign coin did come in ay, 
take its place. Now,laskhim why? It was because we undervalued 
it in our legal ratio to gold, and because foreign coin of a less bullion 
value was cheaper. Is not that the case? 

Mr. ALLISON. And a full legal tender. 

Mr. BAYARD. What has that to do with the fact? If the Amoer- 
ican silver dollar had not been undervalued in our coinage it would 
have staid here. It was because foreign coin was cheaper, and our 
Government allowed it to come in, and the people to use it because our 
own currency flowed away from us. Is not that the case ? 

But, Mr. President, a glance at this table will show further that 
the amount of silver dollars coined from the year 1839 to 1553, was 
utterly insuflicient to be considered as an important part of the cir- 
culation of the country, amounting to less than $1,100,000, or not to 
quite $79,000 per year. But in 1834 there was an attempt to rectify 
the mistake, to restore an equilibrium in bullion value between the 
standard unit of silver and the standard unit of gold. They had 
been erroneously stated, for you may stamp your coins at what valu 
you please but their currency will be controlled by the amount of 
bullion they contain, and not by the stamp of the Government. 

In 1834 one grain and eight-tenths of gold were taken from the gold 
unit, the eagle was reduced to 258 grains and the dollar necessarily to 
twenty-five and eight-tenths. But a section was carefully inserted 
that, whereas the gold coin had been debased by taking from it a 
portion of its bullion value, therefore the old coins should not be 
deprived of their intrinsic value which should be allowed the own- 
ers in exchange for the newer coins at the mints. The act of 1537 
fixed the standard of both gold and silver anew and at the same rate 
of nine-tenths fine, and also fixed the weight of the silver-standar 
dollar of 4124 grains, which was the equivalent of 416 grains at the 
standard of 1792. A free coinage for the benefit of depositors of 
both gold and silver was authorized under that act. 

And here, in response to my friend from Virginia, I would say that 
under the laws of 1792 and 1834 the fractional coins were oi the same 
standard with the unit or dollar itself, and up to 1853 this continued, 
so that two half dollars contained as much standard silver asa whole 
dollar, and four quarters as much as a whole, and so of ten dimes, and 
soon. Up to 1853 the value of the fractional coins was proportioned 
to the value of the unit, which was the dollar. But in Lsos it was 
found that there had been still an erroneous adjustment of the rela- 
tive value of the two units, and that silver had been undervalued 
then as related to gold, at twenty-five and eight-tenths grains, aud that 
sixteen parts of silver to one partof gold was giving too much silver, as 
compared to that which other nations were establishing as the ratio 
and proportion between the two metals. A most intelligent aud use- 
ful member of this body, a distinguished predecessor of my honorable 
friend from Virginia, considered this question with his usual care aud 
ability. Some of his reasons are worthy of consideration at this time. 
I read from the report of Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, of the 9th of March, 

852, from the Committee on Finance, page 8. In speaking of the 
absence of silver coin from this country and of the necessity of legis- 
lation in order to restore its presence here, he says: 

This state of things was probably brought about, in part, by the appreciation of 
silver beyond the mint price under our law. The silver coin left us and stimula { 
importations from the places where it went. Gold did not immediately rep! sce it 
in circulation ; indeed, for the purposes of small change, it could not; and the bar ks 
were thus tempted to issue notes to supply the vacancy in the currency. i ad ts 
market and mint prices of silver corresponded in the United States we should proba 
hare seen nothing of all this. Although it is possible that the first effects o! a lars 
influx of specie might be an increase of bank paper, yet this is an evil which the 
laws of trade would soon correct. Should, however, the present state of things con 
tinue in relation to silver, we sball not only lose the advantage of the more abune 
ant of the precions metals, for the Pa of a standard, but we must love 
the specie standard entirely in the smaller exchanges of society. It is deusGe 
whether the dollar gold piece can maintain its place in circulation, and smatler va 
ues in that metal can hardly be used for coins. This vacuum must then be su] 
by bank-notes of the very worst kind, the notes of smaller denominations 5! 
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is the value of currency affected by the facility with which it may be counted 
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its convenicner of transportation, that there will always be dilliculty in sup) lying 
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» of small notes with anything but silver, or that of large notes with any 
old 

“Pet haps this might be read appropriately in reply to the comments 

the honorable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck, ] made before I 
commenced my remarks, in which he denounced the issuing of silver 
coins for the reason set forth in this report twenty-five yearsago. He 
jenounced it as a fraud upon the people of this country that, instead 
of fractional paper currency, they should have a silver currency of a 
standard proposed by Mr. Hunter, and adopted by the American Con- 
vress twenty-five years ago. ‘ 
~\Mr. WITHERS. I ask my friend to read the sentence following 
the one he last read of Mr. Hunter’s report, as he regards him as high 
authority on the subject. ; ; 

Mr. BAYARD. I will read it with pleasure: 


We require, then, for this reason, the double standard of gold and silver, but 
ve all do we require both to counteract the tendency of the specie standard to 
tract under the vast increase of the value of the property of the world. 

Does my friend wish me to read further ? 

Mr. WITHERS. That is the point I] wished my friend to read. 

Mr. BAYARD. Isuggest tomy honorable friend that when I was dis- 
cussing not the question of the double’standard, to which I shall pres- 
ently allude, and which I trust to do with a candor that will satisfy 
lim, it was scarcely in the line of what I was trying to say that he 


should introduce a subject which it seems to me was then out of place. | 
Certainly, I did not design to | 


Mr. WITHERS. I will apologize. 
impute to the Senator any want of perfect candor in his mode of dis- 
cussing the question; but I must insist that my interruption was not 
so much out of place as the Senator from Delaware indicates, inas- 
much as the whole tenor of his argument was to show that a mono- 
metallic standard, and that of gold, was tLe best for us; and as he 
was quoting my distinguished predecessor as authority I thonght it 
perfectly pertinent and proper to call his attention to this authority 
which he was quoting, in favor of a bimetallic standard. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I will not object to what my hon- 
orable friend has stated; but I think if he had waited a little longer 
he would have found that I was approaching, after a fashion of my 
own, the very subject which he requested me to read. Another fact 
would seem to be implied, that I was reading but a portion with a 
suppression of the rest. 
authority against the propositions of this bill, because Mr. Hunter 
recognized, while ardently desiring the adjustment and maintenance 


of a double standard of value, the great difficulties that attended it, | 
aud in fact the impossibility of doing it, except with the co-opera- | 


tion of those nations, who are our associates in the grand march of 
industry and commerce through this world. At page 10 of this re- 
port he Says: 


lo afford the country the benefit, to some extent, of both metals as a standard 
if value, it is pregenen to diminish the quantity of silver in the half dollar and 

ius of smaller denomination by about 6.91 per cent. The British government 
have adopted a still greater seiguiorage, and their experience seems to have 
proved the efficiency of this measure for furnishing metallic coins in sufficient 
quantities for the smaller transactions of society. But if not made a legal tender— 
am! it is not made so in Great Britain, except for small sums—it can only circulate 
for such purposes. To make it a legal tender at such rates, rates beyond its 
bullion value, would debase the standard and expel the gold. To secure the use 
of a silver coin in — of small notes for the minor transactions of com- 
merece, it is proposed te make this coin a legal tender for sums not exceed- 
ing 8, and to receive it in payment of public dues. This, however, does not 
secure the full benefit of the use of silver as a currency unless we were to 
aljust its legal value to that which it bears in the market, but as no relation be- 
tween the market values of the two metals has so developed itself as to promise to 


law. Whenever the relation between the market and mint values of gold and silver 
shall ) 


should be a readjustment of the mint values of these metals. In the mean time, how- 


ever, the course of our commerce and the convenience of exchange would scer to 
require some new provisions in rel tion to bullion. Gold has become an article of 
e\port; movements of the precious metals from one country to another are now 
nore frequent and active, and these are regulated— 

I call the Senator’s attention— 


regulated by the value of the metals, not as coin, but as bullion. For all such pur. 
poses it would be a convenience to trade and a saving of the expense of coinage 
to ¢ Ove rnment if the bullion were cast into bars, either of fine metal or of stand- 
ard tiveness, at the option of the depositor, for a moderate compensation. 

And again: 

5 ’ great a dimiration in the amount of silver will undoubtedly preserve a sup 
py of coin for the smaller transactions of society; but if it approached more 


pearly the true bullion value the silver coin would be much more eillicient as a gen- 
eral cirewlating medium. 


4 (uarter of @ dollar would probably be retained in this country even with their 
present amount of silver. The expense of coin.ng a given value of silver into 


mand for them gives them a higher currency value than that assigned by law. 
rf proof of this, the demand for silver for exportation has not ——— as yet upon 
~ ae smaller coins—that is to say, the dime and half dime, (the quarter, too, tes 
ven partially exempted)—while it has swept the silver dollar and half dollar from 


the country, 

Why, Mr. President, what “ swept the silver dollar and half dollar 
from the country” according to the testimony of that learned and 
able Senator? _ A difference of 3 per cent. between the value of Amer- 
an corvemay in silver and the currency of the standard established 
'y Europe in silver. If 3 per cent. will sweep a coin relatively un- 
dervalned, what will 10 per cent.do? If Mr. Hunter’s reasons were 
sound, and no one can doubt it, for they were those of common sense, 


experience, and admitted fact, if he could not retain his silver dollars | 


aud half dollars because he had undervalued them 3 per cent. rela- 


Now I shall presently use Mr. Hunter as an | 


| to 1873 there were but eight million of such dollars coined. 
| testimony of Mr. Hunter shows you that all of those coined prior to 


| Now, what else appears? 
| from the Senators then here from Nevada a silver coin weighing 420 


| tageous trade with oriental countries. 
| gentlemen who petitioned for such coinage knew the opinion men 


be permanent, it might be dangerous to attempt at present to disturb the existing | 


promise a reasonable degree of stability, there can be little doubt but that there | 


Indeed, the American coins of a less denomination than | 
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tively to gold, I put it to all sensible men, how can we retain gold 
coin when we undervalue it 10 per cent. relatively to silver? 

But at page 12 Mr. Hunter continues. After deciding upon this 
resolution of agreeing to reduce its mint value so that it should be 
lower than its bullion value, he says: 

The great measure of readjusting the legal ratio between gold and silver cannot 
be safely attempted until some permanent relations between the market values of 
the two metals shall be established. 

So it seems that in 1853 there were no “ permanent relations ” be- 
tween the values of gold and silver bullion and it was thought wiser 
to await events, and in the mean time to proceed practically upon the 
single standard of gold. 

That was Mr. Hunter’s judgment in 1852. The same reasonings 
applied to our own time, will show that there must be an adjustment 
between the relative values of these two metals, before the attempt is 
made to coin them into equivalents, for, if there is not, that which is 
undervalued will not remain in the currency of the country. 

So, then, in 1853, that which my friend from Kentucky has denounced 
in most vigorous, but at the same time most unjust and mistaken, lan- 
guage as being a fraud upon the people was deliberately and, as I 
believe, wisely and honorably enacted by the Congress of the United 
States, and that law is in existence to-day; and lct me say not only 
in existence to-day, but in the year 1877, which has just closed, more 
than double the amount of silver half dollars was coined under it 
than in any year preceding, and almost as many as in the eleven 
years from 1862 to 1873. 

To-day there are $45,000,000 of half dollars and quarter dollars and 
fractional silver coins in circulation, of the standard fixed by the law 
of 1853; so that the people of this country have not been deprived 
of that silver coinage at least, there has been no demonetization of 
silver of such description at least. Nay, it might as well further be 
said that while the dollar of 4124 grains was stopped, first, as we have 
seen, for thirty-one years by a mere letter of President Jefferson, and 
nobody asked for and nobody sought to get one, and after that it 
was coined up to 1873 in comparative limited quantities, but from 


| 1862 to 1873 not one ever was seen in circulation or touched the hand 


of any American, except he was the owner of the silver bullion from 
which he had it coined. 

But is there anything just or substantial in this suggestion to the 
American mind, that there has been wrong done to the people, that 
they have been deprived of some special property and advantage by 
the dropping of this silver dollar of 412} grains from the list of their 
coins?) The record shows that in the history of the Government prior 
The 


1853 were “swept out of the country,” together with the half dollars. 
That under an application which came 


grains of standard silver, called a trade-dollar, was petitioned for 
and its coinage allowed, for the purposes of convenient and advan- 
I do not know that those 
who have considered the question abroad had of their application 
and of the act of our Government. Perhaps it might be curious to 
show the opinion of foreign experts on this subject, when Mr. Seyd, 
the ardent bimetallist and silver advocate, in writing of the coining 
of the trade-dollar, says: 

A more mischievous and wanton proceeding than the coinage of this piece, di 
rectly injuring the silver-mining interests in the de based price, canuot well be 
imagined. 

That was his view. But I refer to the fact of this coinage for 
another purpose and with another view. It is to show to the Senate, 
and it is to inform those out of the Senate whom my words may reach 
or affect, that since 1873, 20,705,400 trade-dollars have been coined at 
the mints of this country under the authority of Congress. I refer 
to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury for the present year, 
at page 23: 

That is to say, nearly four times as many dollar pieces of silver in the last five 
years as of dollar pieces during the eighty-one years previous 

Was this demonetization of silver? 

Mr. COCKRELL. That covers from the Ist of July, 1477, to the 
Ist of January, 1278, I suppose. 

Mr. BAYARD. The table of the Director of the Mint gives the 
coinage up to the 30th of June, 1877, of trade-dollars at $24,581,350 ; 


| and the report of the Secretary of the Treasury gives the figures 
sualler coins is much greater than into the large, and when coined the great de- | 
As | 


from that date up to the time he made his report, the first Monday of 
December of the present session. So we find that, if there had been 


| the use and demand by the people of this country for this coin there 


was no reason on earth why it should not have been gratilied to an 
extent four times as great as at any other period of our history prior to 
the alleged demonetization of silver in 1873. 

Now, Iamaware that the trade-dollar was included in our list of coins 
only to the 22d of July, 1:76. The act of 1°73 made it a coin of the 
country, gave it a debt-paying power to the extent of 55 in any one 
payment. The act of 1876, section 2, providing for the use of silver 
coimage, took from it any legal-tender power and declared 

That the tra/le-collar shall not hereafter be a legal tender 
the Treasury is hereby autherized te limit from time to 
to such an amouut as he may deem safficient to mee 


and the Secretary of 
time the coinaye thercof 
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Nevertheless there has been a practical free coinage of trade-dollars 
at our mints for the owner of any silver bullion, and we have some 
reason to know that they have taken advantage of it. Within the last 
thirty days one million and a half of trade-dollars have been brought 
from the Pacific coast into the Atlantic States. They bave been sold at 
a profit to the owner of the bullion of 3 per cent. net. They have been 
subjected to an additional commission of 2 per cent more, and 5 per 
cent. above its value, I mean now above its actual and intrinsic value, 
has been paid for by this community to some private speculators in 
bullion ; $75,000 profit has been made by the transportation and sale 
and introduction into our currency of trade-dollars which cost the 
owners of the bullion about ninety-two or ninety-three cents and 
which cost the people who get them one hundred cents. Here I hold 
in my hand the two dollars, ope struck as an illustration lately at 
4124 grains and the other struck not by way of illustration but upon 
speculation of 420 grains. 

The four-hundred-and-twenty-grain dollar has given to the broker, 


to the dealer in bullion, an unlawful profit of $75,000 upon that amount | 


of the issne, and who has paid it? Has any laboring-man been the 
gainer? It has cost him tive cents every time he received such a dol- 
lar. I took some of them in change. You may say there was not the 
right to compel me. There is that law of convenience which forbids 
a wan in the smaller dealings of life to stop to question and haggle 
over an unsettled currency. That is one of the minor troubles, but 
certain it is that the people of this country, so far from being de- 
prived of that which was of value and use to them by ceasing to coin 
dollars at 4124 grains and giving them a mint value of one hundred 
cents when they had a real value of but ninety—so far from their be- 
ing wronged by it, they have been only wronged by the introduction 
of a dollar of 420 grains which has been injected into the veins of the 
business of this country and put into circulation at a nominal value 
of one hundred cents, when in fact worth but ninety-six or less. 

In February, 1873, when the law omitting the silver dollar was 
passed with all the deliberation and circumspection to which I have 


the half dollars, and they were increased in value one and eight- 
tenths grains. By the statute of 1573, the one-dollar gold piece of 


25.8 grains was declared to be the unit and standard of value and | 


a full legal tender, The silver coins were then provided, and two 


The object of thus slightly increasing the value of these fractional 
coins of silver was to make the half dollars a bullion equivalent of 
the five-frane piece of the Latin union. The object was to produce 
interchangeability, and to create as far as we could a correspondence 
between our silver coin with the silver-standard coin of Europe. 
Such is the present condition of our silver coin. 

Remembering the lesson of 1853 and the history of our coinage prior 
to that time, apd the results of our legislation as depicted by Mr. 
Hunter, I ask what will be the result if we shall passa bill coining 
legal-tender dollars, not at the ratio of sixteen parts of silver to one 


part of gold, but at the ratio of seventeen and three-quarters parts of | 


silver for one part of gold, wholly disregarding their relative bullion 
value, which, as Mr. Hunter says, will always control their mere mint 
value? Lask what will necessarily follow? If this thing shall be 
done, if asilver coin worth to-day in the world’s markets ninety cents 
shall be issued by our mints as if worth one hundred cents, and the 
compulsory obligation to take it as a legal tender for all debts accom- 
pany it, what must be the necessary consequence? If 3 per cent. 
undervaluation of your silver coin swept it from your country prior 
to 1853, what will 10 percent, undervaluation of your gold do in 1878? 
Sir, sach a measure may be called a decree for the remonetization of 
silver, but it is more certainly a decree for the demonetization of gold. 

That is the first result. It cannot be avoided. If all the lessons 
of history, if all the methods of reason can teach us anything, then 
that result is inevitable. No man will use the more expensive instru- 
ment. If the dollar of ninety cents shall enter your currency as full 
legal tender, the dollar of one hundred cents will be useless; it will 
go where it is most valued. 
in a flood to this country from Europe. Already demonetized, it is 
held by the parties who own and control it, simply waiting for a mar- 
ket, and the market of the United States will certainly be open to 
them. Do gentleman say, “ Yes, but the coinage will be conducted 
for the benetit of the Government wholly, and the mints will not be 
open for coinage on private account, and the amount must be lim- 
ited to four or five millions of dollars a month.” I say to such per- 
sons there are certain laws in this country which seem to have been 
overlooked. 

Section 3506 of the Revised Statutes provides that— 


The superintendent of each mint shall receive and safely keep, until legally with- 
drawn, all moneys or bullion which shall be for the use or the expenses of the 
mint. 
the keeper of all bullion or coin in the mint, except while the same is legally in the 
hands of other officers ; and shall deliver all coins struck at the mint to the persons 
to whom they shall be legally payable. 


of the charges or deductions, if any, of all which he shall give a detailed memoran 
dum to the depositor; and he shall also give at the same time, under his hand, a cer- 
tificate of the net amount of the deposit, to be paid in cojns or bars of the same species 


of bullion as that deposited, the correctness of which certificate shall be verified by 


the assayer, who shall countersign the same, and in all cases of transfer of coin 
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| No, so-and-so was issued, is so many thousand so many hundred do! 


: : e | their valuations. 
silver half dollars were decreed to contain not 484 grains, as they | seems to me it must, according to its present provisions and adjust- 
had contained since 1553, but 355.5 grains, or five grams silver. | ments of value, we shall take our rank with the Asiatics. 


Then what follows? Silver will come | 





He shall receive all bullion brought to the mint for assay or coinage ; shall be | 


From the report of the assayer and the | 
weight of the bullion, he shall compute the value of each deposit, and alsothe amount | 
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or bullion, shall give and receive vouchers, stating the amount and character .¢ 
such coin or bullion. T 
Mr. President, I hold in my hand two of the forms of certificates 
the deposit of silver bullion under this law. The first paper i. 1 a 
ceipt dated at the assay office certifying the receipt from — ,). 
owner, of a deposit of silver bullian, for assay or weighing, weiyhj,,, 
so many ounces, the net value thereof to be ascertained, and paid to 
the said depositor or order, agreeably to law. : 
here obtained is after the assay has been made. 
Certificate of silver deposit No. , payable as follows. 
And then follows the description of the bullion which he has de 
ited, in silver bars or silver dollars or gold dollars or gold bars, This 
certifies that the net amount of a deposit of silver bullion made it 
this assay office on the — day of , by — 


the 


The next certis 


ale 
Pos- 


U 


, for which receipt 


lars, payable to the said depositor or order, as per memorand 
the return of such receipt. 

That may be filled up for any amount or any number of amounts 
of separate deposits of silver bullion by any one. Any foreigner, any 
American, no matter who, who presents his bullion at the assay office 
has a right to receive a certificate of deposit for so much of sijyor 
valued at so much in dollars. With these papers, which he may 
transfer by simple indorsement, special or general, what have we? 
Do I state the case too strongly when I say that this works an abso. 
lute revolution of the whole theory under which mints were esta). 
lished and for which they were intended? They were intended to 
coin metals ; they were intended to certify their weight and fineness, 
and no more; they were intended to protect honesty against dis- 


ul on 


iver 


| honesty ; but they never were intended to become banks of unlimited 
| paper issue. 
| they will be, should this country be opened by this bill asa receptacle 
| forall the vast hoards of demonetized silver in Europe. 


Yet that is precisely what they are to-day and what 
Already trade- 


dollars may be coined for any owner of bullion. Prince Bismarck 


‘hit ) | has the same legal right to have trade-dollars coined at the mints of 
referred, when the opinions of experts had been received and pub- | 


lished, there was another slight alteration made in the standard of 


the United States as I have. 

No, Mr. President, I would state to my associates upon this floor, 
I would state to all to whom my opinion shall be conveyed, that the 
very best hope that can be had of the workings practically of this 
measure is to put the American people upon a silver basis for all 
In other words, if this bill shall operate as it 


Are we 
ready for that? Why, sir, if even that was the case and we could 
procure stability of values, there would be something comforting at 
least in that result. The great thing for honest dealing is not to 
settle present contracts ; it is to fix future contracts; it is to give the 
unknown future certainty and to so fill the possibilities of justice. 
It is the want of fixity in the future that makes capital timid and 
which to-day deprives this country and the people of this country ef 


| that confidence which is essential for the restoration of their pros- 


perity. But even if upon a silver basis, passing by the fact of its 
cumbersomeness, passing by its inconvenience in counting and trans- 
portation, passing by the fact that we must turn our silver money into 
merchandise whenever we approach an international transaction, yet 
I cannot pass by the fact that silver will not be a stable standard, but 


| that as in the past so in the future it will fluctuate in its relation to 


the world’s standard of value, which is gold. 
Why, Mr. President, what a curse is this element of fluctuation 
and uncertainty of values. Owing to fluctuations in paper money 


| there has been taken from this country in every year of the last 


decade more than it would have cost us to resume actually at any 
day during that period. It may be accepted as an axiom capable of 
demonstration that all losses which arise from a fluctuating currency fall 
upon the producing classes of the country whose currency it is. My friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR] the other day put that statement in the 
form of a forcible apothegm when he said that every production of 
the people whom he represented, and chiefly cotton, the great staple 
of the Southern States, produced gold for every man except him whiose 
labor brought it into existence. It is not only cotton ; it is corn, to- 
bacco, wheat, coal, whatever may be the commodity to which haman 
labor is addressed for production. In America allof them have their 


| price fixed in the gold standard of the English market. 


I stood a year or more ago in that wonderful scene of activity, the 
corn and grain exchange of the city of Chicago. I saw a large nut- 
ber of excited, quick-witted, keen-eyed, vigorous business men buy- 
ing and selling enormous quantities of grain at that great center. 
What was the dial upon which their eyes were fixed when a purchase 
or sale was to be made? Upon a large blackboard stood marked at 
intervals of every hour the price of American grain fixed in gold in 
the city of London. When the farmer of Minnesota or Wisconsin of 
Michigan or Illinois came to ask what he could get for his product 
the factor consulted London and then, and then only, informed hin. 
Talk to me about our not recognizing our relations to the other na- 
tions! Where could there be a more practical illustration than your 
grain markets afford? Talk tome about our setting up a standard of 
values that shall not be affected when they come in contact or cotll- 
parison with the standards of other nations! Why, sir, it is not rea 
sonable, it is not just, it is not true. Therefore 1 repeat that if we 
shall choose that metal as our standard which fluctuates tn Its ree 
tions to the standard used in the market where the prices of our prod- 
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aniael fluctuation will be borne by every producer in our country. 
1 believe it can be shown that every year that we have delayed the 
resumption of specie payments, and a return to the standard value of 
the world, has cost this country more than would actual resumption 
at any time during those years. — we z 

Mr. President, the remonetization by the United States of silver 
single-handed and alone will not restore its value to an equality with 


gold, nor I fear prevent a further decline. Indeed, I have the strong- | 


est apprehension that the best we could expect would be to retain 
these metals at their present relations of value, because if other 
nations shall release their silver it will inevitably cause a fall in the 
rice of that metal which unaided we cannot prevent. 

people of this country of this arbitrary declaration of values in dis- 
regard of other nations, and the stamping of our coin at a rate which 
we know is in contradiction of its intrinsic bullion price. If the 
yresept relative values of the two metals, as it is now proposed to 
declare them, shall be carried out in this country, what will be the 
result? At once 10 per cent.—for such is the margin between the 
two, perhaps @ fraction more—but 10 per cent. is stricken from the 
value of all the paper money how in existence in this country, 


because itis very obvious that no mogee currency, no money of credit, | 
The | 


can be more valuable than the metal into which it is reducible. 
stream cannot rise higher than its source, and the promise to pay in 
a certain metal cannot be more valuable than the metal in which it 
is to be paid. 
United States their value of 93 per cent. as compared with gold? It 
is the belief and confidence of the community, the owners of the cur- 
reucy, that they will be paid in gold within a short period, and that 
they will approximate and be fully worth their face, because they 
will be convertible into gold. 
resumption in silver is any nearer at hand than in gold. The hopes 
which may keep our paper currency within 2 per cent. of gold now 


2 per cent. of silver when silver should be declared to be the standard 
of value. But the truth is that the reduction in the value of the 
paper currency seems to me the smallestinjury of all. 1 know it will 
enter the pockets of every man in the community. I know it will 
take from every man 10 per cent. of the value of the money which 
he has. That is unavoidable, and that seems to me to be the smallest 
part of this unwise measure. It not only atfects that which he holds 
to-day, but it affects every contract of every nature except those few 
which are expressly exempted by their terms, the great body of the 
contracts of this country, contracts for the delivery of products at a 
certain price. Take, for instance, the contracts for the delivery of 
last year’s crop of cotton or of corn or of wheat or of tobacco, con- 
tracts which were made in dollars and will be paid in dollars worth 
ninety cents, at a loss to the farmer and the producer of just that 
sum. Nay, sir,every investment in the country which is not by its 
terms expressly excluded from this operation, must be shorn just so 
much of its principal and its interest. Every bond, every mortgage, 
every dower of a widow, every portion of an orphan will be paid in 
precisely so much less. 

We have had a system in this country of over-extended life insur- 


ance, but still one that embraces a vast body of our fellow-citizens | 


who demand our sympathy, our consideration, and our protection. I 
ain informed that there are policies of life insurance representing the 
hard earnings and savings of a most meritorious class of people, to 
the amount of $2,000,000,000. This measure will take from the widow 
or the orphan 10 per cent. of what it was intended they should re- 
ceive. The fire-inserance policies of this country represent a still 
larger amount, and $5,000,000,000 is represented as being under pro- 
tection of policies against fire throughout this country. Therefore, 
every man whose farm buildings, or whose homestead, or whose com- 
modities are protected by fire insurance should recollect that a loss 
by fire will deprive him under this law of 10 per cent. of that which 
he hada right to expect. The savings-banks of this country, con- 
taining the results of thrift and self-denial, of industry and economy, 
hot of strong men only, but of weak women and industrious chil- 
dren, amounting to $1,000,000,000, are now in institutions paying low 
rates of interest, and all of them to be subjected to the shears of this 
most unjust measure, 

I have spoken of the dower of widows, of the pensions of the vet- 
erans of our wars, to their widows, to the maimed, and to the crip- 
pled—all these are to be diminished, and in the same proportion ; 
aud, last of all, the holders of the bonds of the Government of the 
United States. Now, we have struck precisely the object of horror 
that has been held up to the American people and of constant denun- 
ciation, that this measure is to be justified because there is a debt 
amounting to about $1,700,000,000 which can be forcibly and arbi- 
trarily diminished to the amount of 10 per cent. That, it seems, is 
the great point of attack; that is the great justification. In order to 
strike 10 per cent. from those obligations in the hands of their pres- 
ent holders, this bill has been justified or sought to be justified. 

| have not heard an advocate of this measure on the floor of the Sen- 
ate launch his anathemas against any creditor half so fiercely and re- 
lentlessly as against Lhe bondholder, and it is to strike off $170,000,000 
from his debt that we would strike down all else ; and where one bond- 
holder lost his 10 per cent., it is not going too far to say that one thou- 


; ; | 
+s are fixed, then every loss in the shape of brokerage or insurance 


| given to the Senate. 
But, Mr. President, I wish to consider the consequences to the | 


But it is not to be supposed that a | 


| degree of bias growing out of personal pecuniary interests. 





sand homes of American laboring-men would feel still more harshly 
the pinch of poverty and the greater privation and suffering that will 
follow. Who hold these bonds? About one-half of them are held 
abroad by foreigners, and they have nothing, if it be nothing, but 


American honor and faith to protect them. They have no votes, and 


| they have no representatives, and they have no influence here, and they 


have no remedy. They have no security except that contained in 
whatever there is of honor in the American promise. And it seems 
that the letter of the contract according to the belief and construction 
of a great many Senators provided for its cptional payment in a me- 
tallic coin which has lost more than 10 per cent. of its value since the 
contract was made. But on this head my views have already been 


Mr. President, in this country a system of national banks exists 
and they are the chief holders in the United States of the bonds of 
the Government. Have Senators retlected for a moment how it came 
that all the banking capital in this country has been founded upon 
bonds of the United States? Wasit a voluntary subscription? Did 
the stockholders of the banks or their officers go forward voluntarily 
and subscribe to those bonds? I remember it well. By a very inge- 
nious and thoroughly successful stroke of policy, they were told to 
“subscribe to our bonds, for, if you do not, you go at once out of 
business,” and that was secured by putting a tax of 10 per cent. upon 
all the circulation of banks who did not arrange themselves under 
the Federal law and subscribe to the bonds of the United States. I 


| ‘ will not stop or stoop to consider with what intention or what object, 
Nay, further; what gives to the paper issues of the 


or whe was the original holder and subscriber to these bonds. Per- 


| haps the motive that led to their subscription was as pure and patri- 
|} Otic as ever influenced a human heart. 


Perhaps it was as full of 
greed and dishonest desire. That does not matter. The fact remains 
that according to the act of Congress the whole banking capital of 
the United States was compelled to array itself under the forms of 
subscription as guarantors of the credit of the Government; and now, 


rren ith sold now | having driven these men into this investment, it is proposed to shear 
would be very fortunately maintained if it sufficed to keep it within 


them in the same way that the foreigner is tobe. But let it not be for- 
gotten that the banking capital of the United States to-day almost 
wholly, with the rare exception of State banks of discount and deposit 
here and there, is based upon the bonds and credit of the United 
States Government. The stock of the banks of course depends upon 
the security of the bonds. It does not stopthere. The business of the 
country, the accommodation to the borrowers, all the circulation has 
this ultimate dependence upon the credit of the bonds which lie at 
the foundation of security for every bank in the country. You can- 
not strike down that interest without striking men who never saw a 
bond, who never owned a bond of the United States Government. 

If a bank is crippled can it continue accommodations? And if it 
cannot who shall suffer? If stringency and distrust shall mark at 
once our business, who shall suffer? The men engaged in business, 


| and not simply the banks,which are the instruments and the instru- 


mentalities for distribution and discount and of currency. Ob, no, 
sir. A blow so blindly leveled will reach objects it never was in- 
tended to strike; it will prostrate interests of which we now can 
have but slight comprehension. For better or for worse, the fate of 


| the banking capital of the country is rooted in the prosperity of the 


communities in which the banks are organized. 

Now, sir, few men in the country can speak on this subject with less 
Neither 
a bond of the United States nor a share in the stock of any bank ever 
belonged to me, nor had I a particle of interest in any of them; nor 
among those who own chiefly this bonded debt have my associations 
or connections been. The political party to which I belong does not 
embrace the wealth of the country, but, on the contrary, it has been 
my fate, my duty, and my honor to follow the standard of a party 
that has been politically arrayed against the grant of unjust privi- 
leges to special classes in the United States, so that when I speak of 
these banks, and when I detail the manner in which they have their 
interests interwoven with those of the entire community, it is quite as 
much and perhaps more out of consideration forthe community, for the 
feeble and unprotected individuals throughout the land, who are not 
considered in this wholesale and sweeping measure, rather than for 
any body of aggregated capital, powerful by reason of its corporate 
and combined influence. 

Sir, let me note another result of this bill. Instantly the revenue 
upon imports will be diminished 10 per cent. This bill proposes that 
silver, and not gold, shall be received at the custom-honse. Of course 
there is a reduction of revenue at once of 10 per cent. upon the 
whole amount of imports. 

Then there comes another fact, that while you may shear 10 per 
cent. from the interest which your foreign bondholder expected to 
obtain, there is nothing in the bond which has been so critically and 
sharply construed that compels him to retain it; and I say now, 
Senators, that one of my gravest apprehensions of the results of the 
passage of this bill is the return from Europe for sale in the United 
States of a large proportion of the United States bonds now held 
abroad. 

Reason as you may here about your rights in regard to insisting 
on the letter of this law, I tell you that the verdict of the commer- 
cial world will be, that you treat those creditors unjustly when you 
pass such a measure as is now proposed. The reasons for that I have 
heretofore given, and I shall not them; but if that be their 
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feeling, then remember there is another factor not so measurable, but 
equally powerful and dangerous, the factor of distrust, the 
betrayed confidence, the factor of fears which cannot, as I say, be 
measured, but which influence men potently even if in an undetined 
degree, which may them to feel that, if 10 per cent. can be 
taken trom them because of an emergency in financial affairs, per- 
haps the diminution may be 50 per cent. when another emergency 
shall arise, and they may well fear that some future Senator from 
Ohio may come here with some new construction to declare that the 
right to stamp money falsely to the amount of ten cents’ debasement 
is not munch exceeded by stamping it at 50 per cent. 
for, Mr. President, this measure is a debasement of the coin of the 
United States. It would be no worse, but rather better if you took 


cause 


two grains of gold from your standard dollar and said that those 23.8 | 


grains should represent the 25.8 grains. You would in fact be giv- 
ing your creditor just as much in gold as to-day you propose to give 
him in silver, and at the same time there is enough in such a propo- 
sition to shock the confidence of any man. 

Now, Lask if we had no public debt would this thing be done ; 
would we commit this assault upon the property of our own people ? 
And if we would not, in the name of simple justice and honesty ought 
we to stab ourselves in order to strike down somebody who has been 
guilty of trusting us? Can we afford on the coldest and lowest basis 
of calculation to do such a thing as this now? 

Sir, there has been sometimes in this debate an assault not simply 
upon one form of accumulation, but upon all. Capital has been de- 
nounced on the floor of the Senate as a monster, tearing its gains from 
the very heart of industry and oppressing all its debtors. 

Surely, Mr. President, this is unjust. What is capital? It is but 
the accumulation of labor. The very highest instincts of humanity 
are exercised in procuring and amassing it. It is the glory of our 
institutions, and nowhere have I ever heard that more resoundingly 


pronounced than on the tloor of the Senate that the institutions of | 


this country offer no impediment to the poor man or the poor man’s 
son rising to place and power and property ; that all the avenues are 
thrown open to him; and does not this Senate Chamber itself pro- 
claim the fact? How many men who hold their seats hero to-day, 
how many of those men who have held seats here in times gone by, 
have known youths of poverty struggling a, gaint adverse fortune 
and who have triumphed and have gained place and gained fortune 
and power by the liberal, generous, equitable institutions of Ameri- 
can Government, Sir, the people of this country are not downtrod- 
den, The history of this country proves by the men who have been 
your Presidents, your rulers, yes, your millionaires to-day are men 
who started at the lowest round of fortune’s ladder and have had 


their upward path impeded by no obstacle whatever. 


Why, sir, there is not an apprentice in the land who does not hope 
to become a journeyman; there is not a journeyman in the land who 
has not his visions of becoming an emp rloye rof men; there is not an 
employerof men whois notstraggling daily to better his condition and 
to place himself in a position of independence pecuniarily. What be- 
comes of the virtue of thrift whi i" we so commend; the virtues of 
self-denial, of self-control, and of industry? They are all meant for 
one purpose, to lift men beyond the risk of temptation and place them 
where every good man would wish to be, in a condition of being able 
to help others less able or fortunate than himself. The man who 
overvalues money is simply unwise, but the man who undervalues it 
cannot be said to be wiser. 

It seems to me that, by assaults general and undefined but ever 
violent upon capital, we are making war on the virtues which cre- 
ate it and we are teaching ill examples to those whom we invite 
to cultivate and practice those virtues. Who shall be benefited, 
therefore, by these assaults upon capital; who shall be benefited 
by a law which seems to have for its chief recommendation that 
it cuts off a certain percentum of the accumulations of labor? Is 
it the laboring-man or the farmer or the mechanic? It cannot be, 
because as they are paid so they pay. Each man becomes a creditor 
as well as a debtor, and it is a certain fact that every laboring-man 
in the country when he has performed his day’s labor is a creditor, 
and if he be not paid by the day but is paid at the end of the week, 
then he is simply a creditor for a larger amonnt. It cannot be that 
the laboring class are the debtor class. On the contrary, as I say, 
there is not a day in the year when the sun goes down when they are 
not the creditors of capital for the amount of their wages for that 
time. Now, are they to benetit from this bill? Surely not, because 
they will be paid in this dollar of lessened value. 

So I say, considering the great fact that each man in the com- 
munity sustains the relation of creditor as well as debtor, that if he 
can pay his debts in this depreciated money he will be paid himself 
in the same money, nothing can be made of it that I can understand, 
excepting that ac lass of people who having purchased property at 
exaggerated prices and finding it now shrinking r in value may have 
an opportunity of scaling their debts to the injury, the injustice of 
their creditors; but I can see no other class aided in any way, because 
it is plain that the number of yards of cloth in this country is not 
increased by cutting off two inches of the yard-stick, and it is just as 


debasement; | 
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factor of | 





reasonable to say you make men richer by giving them a dollar of less | 


value than the one they had before, for the dollar 
value as the yard-stick is the measure of cloth. 
Dut, Mr. President, can you resume specie payment in silver any 


is the measure of 


| are of silver. 


| and more to coin it, and let me here ask is there any reason y 


| in sad distress by reason of the disorder of their currency, the 


Freprvary 4, 


better than in gold, becanse if what I have said is true yor 
have both? On the Ist of February of the present vear the lex 
mate and the most authoritative which Lhave been able to find 
the amount of gold coin and bullion in the United States 

000,000. The amonnt of silver coin and bullion was $50,000,000 
included $45,000,000 of the subsidiary coinage. The total annua 
duction of silver and gold altogether in the United States jx 


ninety millions, of which fifty millions are of gold and fort 


l Cant 


pra 


at S]* 


al 
Now, leaving out the fact that the expense of rfc 
silver is according to the authority of the Director of the Mi) 
four times as great as of gold, let me ask upon what reasonaly|; 
it is supposed that we can resume better with fifty millions of jj 
than we can with nearly four times fifty millions of gold? Is 
indisputable that resumption must be delayed, and that if it je 
possible to resume with gold with this large amount in the cons: 
it is still more impossible to resume with silver in a much s 
qui antity. You must wait until enongh is coined and put 
Treasury afterward. It costs just as much to hoard silver as ¢ 
gold is kept ont of circulation because it is 2 per cent. higher t 
paper, silver should come into circulation when it is 2 per ce 
higher than paper. The same amount of premium that keeps 
from circulation with paper would keep silver from ¢irenlation, 
as I have before shown, paper must hold the same relative relat 
of value to silver, when it is once made convertible into silver 
the promise to convert it into silver, as it is into gold under th 
ise to convert it into gold. 

Now in regard to the donble standard, I do not propose 
time to fatigue the Senate or myself by considering this exceed 
difficult problem. It is known to the Senate that for many years 
has bafiled the investigations of men who are trained for the « 
eration of such topics, that on either side of this question, the si 
or the double standard, there stand arrayed strong intellects a 
earnest hearts differing widely as to the feasibility of maintaini 
double standard. When the English people in 1691 found thems 


© pro 


not subject it to the violent test of poprvlar discussion. 
were ; opinions there were, as many 


Plans t 


as there were men. But 


, | in the ealm, philosophic intellect of two of her greatest n 


scholars, her philosophers, she found the avenue of escape an 

It was not to the noisy demagogne ; it was not to the ambitious » 
ticion; it was to the calm minds of John Locke and Isaac Ne 
that this great question was relegated and by the suggestions of Lock: 
chietly was it decided. 

Locke, in his essay upon the value of money, which from the t 
he wrote it until now has been accepted as containing trath eno 
to guide the considerations of this subject, declares, at page 11,1 

Two metals, as gold and si'ver, cannot be the measure of commerce bot! t 
in any country; because the measure of commerce must be perpetua ‘ 
invariable and keeping the same proportion of value in all its parts, “But 80 
one metal dees, or can do itself: so silver is to silver, and gold te gold. A 
of silver is always of equal value to an ounce of silver, and an oun. of g 
ounce of gold; and two ounces of the one, or the other, of double the v: 
onnee of the same. But gokl and silver change their value one to anot 
supposing them to be in value as 16 to 1 now, perhaps the next month: t 
as lojor 15f tol. And one may as well make a measure, v.g. a yard, w 


lengthen and shrink, as a measure of trade of mat rials that have not alw: 
tled, invariable value to one another. 


One metal, therefore, alone can be the money of account and contract 
measure of commerce in any country. The fittest for this use, of allo 
ver, for many reasons, Which need vot here be mentioned, It is enous) t 
world has agreed in it and made it their common money, and, as the Indians 
call it, measure. All other inetals, gold as well as lead, are but commodities. 

Commodities are moveables, valuable by money, the common measure 

Gold, though not the money of the world and the measure of commerce, nor fit t 
be so, yet may and ought to be coined to ascertain its weight and fineness 
such coin may safely have a price as well as a stamp set upon it by public aut! 
the value set be under the market price. 

For he knew that if the value put upon the gold was orer the mar- 
ket price it would drive out the corresponding pers ul which had been 
undervalued proportionally. That which Locke contributed to this 
most important question was accepted by the genius of Mirabeau in 
the legis'ation of the French Republic. “After “the standard in 1™ 
the Latin standard, so called, of 15} to 1, was adopted by Fran 
they have maintained it until now. 

Mr. President, at this time this question is undergoing ~ most 
careful and elaborate examination in Europe. Not now ouly, but for 
years past it has agitated that small circle of profound thinkers who 
are continually stndying causes rather than effects. There is before 
me an address to the King of Holland from the Society of The Nether- 
lands for the Promotion of Industry, which recognizes this fact, 
that Holland had been prosperous under a silver standard, but that 
under the late legislation of leading governments of E Urepe, to use 
the words of this society, being forced to “ chi inge its monetary leg 

° ! 
lation,” most unwillingly were they yielding to a pressure on tis 
subject which they could not av oid, and they say in cone eoen: 

We nevertheless admit the possibility that every effort for a gener: alu 
standing may fail, and that it may therefore become necessary to give up al 
of secing the double standard with a uniform * yortion between the intr 
value of gold and silver money generally adoptec f such should prove t 
case the Society for the Promotion of Industry, without entering into details, % 
ures to express the opinion that it would be then desirable to put an end to 


present transitional state of our monetary system, and to adopt definitively U 
standard. 


This is not done voluntarily ; it is the result of the overpower 





1878. 


aS enn who has this bill in charge, that I think he will agree 
«ith me, and that he will so state to the Senate, that unless there 
shall be a correspondence between the adjustment of the relative 
“veg of these two metals under the laws of the United States and 
‘nfluential number of foreign nations, we shall become necessarily 
nation upon a silver basis only; that in order to maintain a double 
en lard we must have co-operation to that end; and that this is 

» admission of the strongest and most decided advocates of the 
ionble standard in the United States.as well as in Europe. 

[ sav in the presence of one who has conscientiously studied this 
question with as ardent desire as I am actuated by, to prevent the 
jemonetization of silver—I say in his presence, that there can be 

rd no respectable authority that will tell you that, without co- 
eration and what they call “ general understanding” between the 
eading commercial nations of the world, can the relative values of 
these two metals be permanently fixed, or fixed sufficiently to justify 
the erection of a double standard in one country, and that in our pres- 
ent condition, if the undervaluation of the silver dollar of 16 parts 
to 1 of gold prior to 1873 swept from us our silver, a fortiori the uuder- 
valuation in 1878 of gold 10 per cent. relatively to silver will sweep 
from us our gold still more rapidly and just as certainly. Is there a 
doubt of the truth of that proposition? There can be none. 

It would perhaps be an affectation, a parade of examination, to 
read the list of those whom I have consulted on this subject, men of 
known authority, who have illustrated the whole of the last century, 
and many of them who are the controlling minds of this, who say that 
nothing but the common consent of leading nations can suflice to 
maintain an aceepted, agreed relative value between the two metals 
of gold and silver and their use as equivalents as a standard. There- 
fore, | shall with great pleasure vote for the section moved by my 
honorable friend from Iowa, proposing at the earlicst moment an in- 
ternational conference on this subject in which tho United States 
shall be represented by the broadest and most acute minds which we 
canemploy. In my judgment it should be done at once. There is 
not a day to be lost. It should have been done long before this, be- 
cause I cannot look without a great degree of apprehension upon the 
cessation of the use of this great and excellent material for money, 
the silver metal of nature as money by the people of the world. It 
isa vast-problem. I think it has been stated by Mr. Seyd in lan- 
ruage that may hardly be considered extreme as— 

\ qnestion of human, intelligent decision for good or evil, and this problem falls 

head with far greater weight than any problem that has ever occurred 
« history of commerce and civilization. 


va 


‘ 


Sir, when an intelligent man of high character has made this sub- 
ject the study of his life and he can present such grounds for grave 
apprehension of danger from discontinuing the use of one of these 
netals, it seems to me that we should give his counsels weight, and 
should pause for the reasons given by him, and for other reasons that 
will suggest themselves to our less well-informed minds; before we 
should definitely agree to abandon that for the use of money which has 
had thesanction ofall timesand of allcountrics. But do not let us sup- 
pose that by our passing a law single-handed and alone, without the 
co-operation of those with whom we are in association in industry 
aml commerce, we can fix a standard which shall be maintained 
abroad and here, Gentlemen might just as well tie up the vane, the 
weathereock, and fix it in a certain direction, and believe that the 
wind will forever blow from that point. The relative value of the 
two metals must be justly fixed, otherwise one of them will be lost 
from the circulation in which they are sought to be placed. 

Therefore I say I shall vote with pleasure for this amendment of 
the honorable Senator from Iowa, and in the mean time I shall be 
most willing to see coined freely this doliar of 412} grains, provided 
it shall not be used in a way to disturb our measures of value and 
account. In other words, as it is of lower bullion value than the 
dollar which we call it, we shall give it a limited power in the pay- 
ment of debts. 

In the meantime and while this process of coinage is going on we 
can propose the co-operation and general agreement of other nations 
toa ratio between the metals. If the amount is limited to a legal 
tender of $10in any one payment, so as not to interfere with gold pay- 
ments, then when this commission shall have made its return to us, 
when we have by treaty established some means of fixing and main- 
tuning a double standard by force of the combined legislation of 
other nations with our own, then we shall be in a condition to take 
advantage of any result that may follow. If we have undervalued 





the coin we shall call it in and stamp it with the value that shall be | 
agreed on. If we have overvalued the coin then we shall simply add | 


to it, eall it in and stamp it according to the new arrangement. 

lu either case we simply should have added to the currency of our 
©wn country, and for amounts which we have the power to control 
and for payments which will not interfere with the great business of 
exchanges between our own and other countries. It will be an hon- 
cat currency of intrinsic value, and should it be that experience shall 
show us that we shall have to give it up asan international currency 


ft ef ] . . . . 
A till will be of use for our own people within our own boundaries. 


¥ ¥, not be in any degree inconvenient or excessive. 


‘ay, further, if the people of this country shall find that this disk, 


nd the quantity that would be coined within time to ascertain this | 
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sion of neighboring legislation which that country was unable to larger than those which they have been accustomed to, shall be needed 
~ And here I will say, in the presence of my honorable friend | in vast and increased amounts for their domestic uses, so be it; but 


| 
| 


do not let the producing classes of this country—and when I say them 
I mean the laboring classes, for labor alone produces—do not let them 
suppose that they will not be at a serious disadvantage, when they 
are dealing with a measure of values that shrinks up in distortion 
the moment that it touches the standard of those nations with whom 
they deal. 

Mr. President, there is a clear advantage in resuming in gold as 
soon as it is possible. It procures for us a certainty, a simplicity in 
our dealings. In the first place, the banks of this country have a 
very large amount of gold as their reserve, which, at present, they 
are unable, owing to the premium on gold, to exchange in their 
clearing-house arrangements. The premium upon gold ceasing to 
exist, at once the necessity of hoarding it will cease, and it will flow 
to and fro, making the exchange of balances between the banks far 
more easy and bringing renewed facilities to those who are the cus- 
tomers of the banks. This will give at once an increase to the vol- 
ume of the currency of $200,000,000. With this addition to the vol- 
ume of the currency which has value in every hand, another thing 
will come: it is the confidence that capital will then feel in respect of 
the fixity of future contracts; then will come the era when men will 
loan at low interest at long dates, convenient dates, which those who 
have agricultural enterprises particularly need. 

It will come then freely, because the owner of the money will feel 
sure that he will receive that which he lent according to the same 
measure. It will lower the rate of private interest, it will lower the 
rate at which the debt of the United States can be refunded. The 
figures have been placed before the country, showing the large amount 
that will be annually saved to the people of this country by refund- 
ing the debt at a lower rate. We all know that refunding has been 
arrested for the present; that whereas we are paying to-day very 
nearly an average of 6 per cent. upon our present loans, we could have 
readily gone on to refund the whole at arate of 4 percent., and should 
the debt of this country continue even for thirty years for which the 
bonds run, refunding for what then remained due would take place 
at the rate of 3 per cent. All that has been arrested by the untimely 
and ill-omened agitation of this silver question. 

By resuming on a gold basis, we should not only prevent our bonds 
from coming back upon us from Europe and breaking down the mar- 
ket for all securities and producing a panic, the result of which no 
man can fully measure, but we should encourage other capital to 
come to us from Europe. It was only the other day that I saw in a 
newspaper of the South the proposition that the hovorable Senator 
from Georgia, not now in his seat, [Mr. GORDON,] should be sent 
abroad for the purpose of procuring loans of capital from European 
sources for the purpose of developing the resources of the South. Sir, 
such a result is most devoutly to be desired ; but I wonld say to my 
friend and to those who propose to send him that it will be utterly 
idle to propose to the owner of any capital an investment the measure 
of value of which shall bea fluctuating commodity. One thing capi- 
t:j will and must have, certainty, security; and that being given, 
then the money becomes cheap because interest is low. Bad security 
means high interest, and good security means cheap money; and 
every man knows that who has ever enjoyed good credit. 

Benefit to public credit is benefit to private credit. Confidence will 
fill the atmosphere that surrounds all transactions; the creditor will 
feel more secure, and be more easy and liberal with bis debtor, and 
the productive industry of the country will thrive in connection and 
with the ready aid of the capital of the country. Tariff reformation 
comes in an important element to unfetter the trade of this country, 
and let us deal more directly and more upon the principle of reciproc- 
ity with those countries whose prosperity is so consistent with our 
own. All this it seems to me plainly within sight; and I ask shall 
the adoption of this unwise measure turn us back? As I said, it may 
enable some overburdened holder of unimproved lands or other un- 
productive real estate to scale his debts ; but where it helps one such 
man, it will bring new privations unto thousands of homes; and I 
say candidly that I fear that this measure will preve but the entering- 
wedge of renewed discredit and depreciation of onr currency. As you 
shall diminish the purchasing power of the currency you create neces- 
sity for the increase of its volume, and there lies the danger which it 
seems to me necessitates a renewal of the events and legislation of 
1864, and 1865, and 1866, and a reinflation of paper issues, the weaker 
in credit the greater in amount; and a reinflation of paper issues of 
this Government means national bankruptcy and nothing else. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. ALLISON. I understand the Senator does not desire to go on 
this evening. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at four o’clock and eleven minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 
sent to make a report at this time from the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from 
Georgia later in the day. It has never been usual to interfere with 
the morning hour on Monday. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Ionly desire to have some testimony 
taken before the committee ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman immedi- 
ately after the call of States and Territories for bills and joint reso- 
lutions. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That will do. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. I rise to a question of privilege. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman subse- 
quently. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH. I will not raise it now, then. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


twelve o’clock. This being Monday, the first business in order is the 


call of States and Territories, commencing with the State of Maine, | 


for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference to ap- 
propriate committees. Under this call joint resolutions and memo- 
rials of State and territorial Legislatures are in order. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. I ask by unanimous consent the call proceed 
until all the States and Territories are called. 

There was no objection. 


WILLIAM M. NICHOLS. 
Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2914) granting a pension to 
William M. Nichols, of Maine; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PERFECTING TITLE IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2915) to perfect the title 
to certain real estate in the District of Columbia; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS FLYNN. 


Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2916) for the relief | to reduce the tax on brandy made exclusively from apples, peac! 


of Thomas Flynn, of Georgia, Vermont; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. HENDEE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2917) to authorize 
the commissioners of the District of Columbia to audit certain claims 
against the District and for funding the same; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

MINITT BARBER, 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2918) for the relief of Mi- 

nitt Barber, first lieutenant United States Infantry; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


JULIA TH. OWEN. 
Mr. BLISS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2919) granting a pension to 


Julia H. Owen; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT CASES. 

Mr. BEEBE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2920) to amend the act 
entitled “An act to facilitate the disposition of cases in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and for other purposes,” approved Feb- 
ruary 16, 1875; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MARIETTA MATTISON. 

Mr. BAKER, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2921) for 
the relief of Marietta Mattison; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

LEASING UNOCCUPIED GOVERNMENT PROPERTY. 
Mr. CUTLER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2922) au- 


thorizing the Secretaries of War and of the Navy to lease unoccupied | 


real estate belonging to the Government of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER WORRELL. 
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| pension to Jane E. Slamm, widow of Levi D. Slamm, late 
| master in the United States Navy; which was read a first ay 








Mr. WARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2923) for the relief of Alex- 
ander Worrell; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


HEIRS OF WILLIAM R. DOWNING. 
Mr. WARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2924) for the relief of 
the heirs at Jaw of William R. Downing, deceased, late captain and 
assistant quartermaster United States Volunteers; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


FEBRUARY 


J. C. EATON. 

Mr. BAYNE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2925) for the ; 
J.C. Eaton; which was read a first and second time, ref; 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 

ANN A. BUCHANNAN, 

Mr. BAYNE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2926) for the reioe 

Ann A. Buehannan, of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania: w} 


€lief « 


rred to the 


‘ 


| read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on li ; 


Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
MICHAEL 8. CORL. 
Mr. WATSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2927) to restore to the 
pension-rolls the name of Michael 8. Corl; which was read ff 


and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pens), Ree . 
ordered to be printed. 


HATCH & CO. ET AL, 
Mr. ROBERTS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2928) for the relieg , 


| Hatch & Co., Hatch, Lond & Co., and H. 8. Vanderbilt; which y . 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at six minutes past | 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations, and ordered to be printed. = 
JANE E. SLAMM,. 

Mr. ROBERTS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2929) granting a 
a ] Ly 
: : : ‘lL se 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordey, 
to be printed. 

CLAIMANTS AGAINST UNITED STATES. 

Mr. CABELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2920) for 
the relief of claimants against the United States who have gone j 
bankruptcy; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY G. THOMAS. 

Mr. GOODE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2931) to remove the polit 
ical disabilities of Henry G. Thomas, of Virginia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Jud 
and ordered to be printed. 


TAX ON BRANDY FROM APPLES, ETC. 
Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2092 


ha 


les 


or grapes to thirty-five cents; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered t 
be printed. 

0. G. FOARD. 

Mr. STEELE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2933) for the relief of 0 
G. Foard, of North Carolina; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed 

CHARLES 8. KELLER. 

Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2934 
for the relief of Charles 8. Keller; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to |x 
printed. 

COTTON ARMY WORM. 

Mr. SHELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2935) for the appoint- 
ment of a commission to investigate the origin and best means of 
destroying the cotton army worm; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be 
printed, 

GEORGE R. WHITEHEAD. 
Mr. MANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2936) granting a pen- 


| sion to George R. Whitehead ; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES IN LEGAL-TENDER NOTES. 

Mr. SOUTHARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2937) to authorize 
the payment of customs duties in legal-tender notes ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT CINCINNATI. 

Mr. SAYLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2938) making a partial 
appropriation for the custom-house and post-office at Cincinnatl; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

; JAMES A. FARREN. 

Mr. McMAHON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2939) granting a pen- 
sion to James A. Farren; which was read a first and second tine, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


JAMES ROUNSTELL. 
Mr. McMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2940) granting 4 
yension to James Rounsfell, Company K, One hundredth New York 
caters which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
PHILLIP LEVASSEUR. 
Mr. MCMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2941) granting 4 
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n to Phillip Levasseur, Company H, Twelfth Missouri Cavalry ; 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on | 
| ; ] Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CIRCUIT COURTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. NEAL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2942) supplementary to the | 
+ entitled “An act to determine the jurisdiction of the circuit courts | 
of the United States, and to regulate the removal of causes from State 
courts, and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1875; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 
and ordered to be printed. ° 

JOHN BYSELL. 


Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2943) authorizing the 
goeretary of the Interior to place upon the pension-roll the name of 
john Bysell, late private Company H, Sixth Regiment Ohio Volun- 
tet Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. | 


ivy, 


JACOB PARROTT. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2944) granting 
ay increase of pension to Jacob Parrott, of Hardin County, Ohio ; 
:s ch was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM PRITCHARD. 

Mr. BOONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2945) for the relief of Will- 
iam Pritchard, Crittenden County, State of Kentucky; which was | 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM 8S, HUDSPETH. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2946) 
for the relief of William S. Hudspeth, Simpson County, Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

W. P. HENDRICKS. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
247) for the relief of W. P. Hendricks, of Franklin, Kentucky ; which 
was reada first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL HATFIELD. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
2945) for the relief of Samuel Hattield, of Simpson County, Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


ASHBURY DAWSON. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
2049) for the relief of Ashbury Dawson, of Simpson County, Ken- 
tucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


LOGAN M. DISHMAN, 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, alse introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2950) for the relief of Logan M. Dishman, of Simpson County, Ken- 
tucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

A. G. WILLIAMS. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2951) for the relief of A. G. Williams, of Barron County, Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

VOLNEY 8. BOISSEAU. 
Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
252) for the relief of Volney 8S. Boisseau, of Simpson County, Ken- 
tacky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


J. W. M’CLENNAHAN. 
_ Mr.CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2953) 
for the relief of J. W. MeClennahan, of Franklin, Kentucky ; which 
pice read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
GEORGE W. DICKEY. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
2954) for the relief of George W. Dickey, of Franklin, Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSHUA E. LOGAN. 
? Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
ex) for the relief of Joshua E. Logan, of Logan County, Kentucky; | 
whit h was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


DR. JOEL C. FRAZIER. 
Mr CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2956) for the relief of 
» estate of Dr. Joel C. Frazier, deceased, late of Harrison County, 
entucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. | 
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J. H. 
Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2957) for the relief 
of J. H. Martin, of Harrison County, Kentucky; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


MARTIN. 


D. L. ADAIR. 


Mr. McKENZIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2958) for the relief of 


; Which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 
THIRTY-NINTH REGIMENT KENTUCKY 
Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2959) for the relief of 
certain soldiers of the Thirty-ninth Regiment Kentucky Infantry ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


INFANTRY. 


MRS. SARAH HAMILTON, 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2960) for the relief 
of Mrs. Sarah Hamilton, of Floyd County, Kentucky ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

JARVIS JACKSON. 

Mr. TURNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2961) for the relief 
of Jarvis Jackson, of Laurel County, Kentucky; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. MARY A. WEATHERBY. 
Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2962) for 
the relief of Mrs. Mary A. Weatherby, of Louisville, in the State of 


Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


| Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


JACOB KLATTER. 
Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2963) 
for the relief of Jacob Klatter, of Jefferson County, in the State of 
Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


| Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


H. 8. SAUNDERS. 
Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2964) 
for the relief of H. S. Saunders, of Jetferson County, in the State of 
Kentucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
L. C. TORREY. 
Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2965) 
for the relief of L. C. Torrey, of Louisville, in the State of Kentucky ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MARTHA NEWMAN. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2966) 
for the relief of Mrs. Martha Newman, late of Louisville, in tho State 
of Kentucky, now of Saint Lonis, Missouri; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


JAMES MOORELAND, JACKSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE. 

Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2967) granting a pension 
to James Mooreland, of Jackson County, Tennessee, late private Com 
pany K, Fourteenth Tennessee Volunteers, Mexican war; which was 


| read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT BY DIRECT VOTE. 
Mr. RIDDLE also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 102) 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution so as to elect the Presi 


| dent and Vice-President by direct vote of the people, and providing 


for the second election from the two persons receiving the greatest 
number of votes if neither received a majority of the votes cast in 
the first election; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the select committee on counting the electoral vote, and ordered to be 
printed, 
D. P. ROWE AND BROWN & CROWELL. 
Mr. DIBRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2968) for the relief of 


D. P. Rowe and Brown & Crowell, of Morristown, Tennessee ; which 


| was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways 


and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
MELVINA INGLE. 


Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2969) granting a 
pension to Melvina Ingle, widow of Joseph H. Ingle, late Second 


| Illinois Light Infantry; which was read a first and second time, re- 


ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 
JAMES WOOLSEY. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2970) granting a 
pension to James Woolsey, First Tennessee Cavalry ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed 
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T. C. FINNIE. 
Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2971) for the relief of T. C. 
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JOHN C. HARGRAVE. 
Mr. POLLARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 2936) 


gTanting ; 


Finnie, of Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee; which was read a] pension to John C. Hargrave; which was read a first Pos 


lirst and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and | time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be printed, 


ordered to be printed. 
RECEIVERS OF RAILROADS IN TITER SEVERAL STATES. 

Mr. SEXTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2972) making receivers 
of railroad and other corporations appuinted by the United States 
courts amenable to the process and judgments of the courts of the 
several States through which said railroad is being run and operated, 
or in which said other corporations are doing business; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary, and ordered to be printed. 

E. P. TULEY. 

Mr. BICKNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2973) for the relief of 
Ek. P. Tuley, of New Albany, in the State of Indiana; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PHILIP TRAPP. 

Mr. EVANS, of.Indiana, introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 2974) for the 
relief of Philip Trapp, of Logansport, Cass County, Indiana; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM REYNOLDS. 

Mr. HAMILTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2975) granting a pen- 
sion to William Reynolds, late a private in Company G, Thirteenth 
Regiment Indiana Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 


DISABILITIES UNDER SECTION 1214 REVISED STATUTES. 
Mr. HAMILTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2976) to cover 
existing disabilities under section 1214 of the Revised Statutes; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES MAIIEN, 


Mr. HAMILTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2977) granting a 
pension to James Mahen, late a private in the Twenty-third Battery 
of Indiana Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed, 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Mr. KNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No, 297%) for the improvement 
of the channel of the Mississippi River between Saint Paul and New 
Orleans; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

JOUN P. GREGSON, 

Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2979) for the relief of 
John P. Gregson, of Illinois; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

L. WHITNEY. 


Mr. HAYES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2920) for the relief of L. 
Whitney; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed, 

WILLIAM COGSWELL. 


Mr. HAYES also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2981) granting a pen- 
sion to William Cogswell, late captain of Cogswell’s Independent 
Battery of Light Artillery, Illinois Volunteers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


J. H. AND R. F. SHUGART. 


Mr. SPARKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2982) for the relief of 
John H. Shagart and Robert F. Shugart, late of Company G, Twenty- 
first Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Comm.ttee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JAMES CULLINANE. 

Mr. METCALFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2983) granting a pen- 
sion to James Cullinane, father of the late Timothy Cullinane, pri- 
vate in Company E of the Second Battalion Eighteenth Regiment 
United States Infantry; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensious, aud ordered to be 
printed. 

ANDREW JOMNNSON. 


Mr. POLLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2984) granting a pen- 
sion to Andrew Johnson, of Half Rock, Missouri; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on lnvalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


BRIDGE AT LEXINGTON, MISSOURI. 

Mr. POLLARD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2985) to authorize 
the construction of a bridge across the Missouri River at or near 
Lexington, Missouri; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


of John G. Leefe, first lieutenant Nineteenth Regiment of | 
United States Army; which was read a first and second time. pes 





















to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 


relief of Samuel A. Lowe; which was read a first and second 1 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


David Bruner, of Missouri; which was read a first and second tj , 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed’ 


of Harvey J. Hughes ; which was read a tirst and second time, refey 


County of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, to transfer certain laud-indey 
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JOUN G. LEEFE, 
Mr. POLLARD also introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2987) for th, re] 


ef 
I 


lantry 
» Telerpy ] 


SAMUEL A. LOWE. 
Mr. ITTNER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 292s) 


or the 


ine, 


DAVID BRUNER. 


Mr. BUCKNER introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 2989) for the re}j f of 


HARVEY J. HUGHES, 
Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2990) for the relies 


to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 7 
TRANSFER OF LAND CERTIFICATES. 
Mr. HATCHER introduced a bill (IL. R. No. 2991) to authorize the 


nity certificates and to provide for the location of the same; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Conuuittee o1 Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


FEES OF CLERKS AND MARSHALS. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2992) to 
reduce the fees of clerks and marshals of the United States courts: 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee oy 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. ~ 


CITIZENSHIP TO INDIANS. 

Mr. GUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2993) to invest certain 
Indians with citizensuip; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 
RICHMOND L. SHAW, 


Mr. HUBBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2994) granting a per 
sion to Richmond L. Shaw, of Hart, Oceana County, Michigan; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

STEPHEN L. GEORGE. 

Mr. KEIGHTLEY introduced a bill (H.R. No. 2995) allowing a pen- 
sion to Stephen L. George, Jate a private of Company A, Nineteenth 
Regiment Michigan Infantry Volunteers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, aud 
ordered to be printed. 

INDUSTRIAL HOME SCHOOL, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2990) 
for the relief of the Industrial Home Schooi of the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Cow- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, aud ordered to be printed. 

3ONDS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. MILLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2997) to make bonds here- 
after sold by the Government payable, principal and interest, in gold, 
silver, or legal-tender notes of the Government; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


H. V. PHILPOT. 

Mr. GIDDINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2908) for the relief of 
H. V. Philpot; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

MARIA COULTER. 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2999) granting a 
pension to Maria Coulter, widow of the late Andrew Coulton, of Com- 
pany A, Nineteenth Regiment lowa Volunteer Infantry ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensivns, and ordered to be printed. 

AUGUSTA ASMUSSEN. 

Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3000) granting a pension 
to Augusta Asmussen, widow of Charles A. Asmussen, major and as- 
sistant adjutant-general of volunteers; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, aud 
ordered to be printed. 

ARMS FOR COLLEGES. 

Mr. BURDICK introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 103) author- 
izing the Secretary of War to issue to colleges small-arms and pie 8 
of field artillery in certain cases; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 
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JURISDICTION OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
"MMINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3001) to enlarge the 
ion of the Court of Claims, and for other purposes; which 
oad a first and second time. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. I call for the reading of the bill in full. 
The bill was read in full, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
aud ordered to be printed. 

DUDLEY BUCK. 

Mr. SAMPSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3002) granting a pen- 
sion to Dudley Buck, formerly sergeant in Company D, Thirteenth | 
Regiment lowa Infantry Volunteers; which was read a first and sec- 
ae _referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 


Mr. Cl 


saict 


cary, 


ond tie 
to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE HARBOR OF KENOSHA. : 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3003) 
making an appropriation for continuing the improvement of the har- 
por of Kenosha, in the State of Wisconsin; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE HARBOR OF RACINE. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
9004) making an appropriation for continuing the improvement of 
the harbor of Racine in the State of Wisconsin; which was read a 
{irst and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 


ordered to be printed. 


a 


J. C. ALBERS. 

Mr. POUND (by request) introduced a bill (IT. R. No. 3005) author- 
izing the commissioners of the District of Columbia to ascertain the 
amount of damage the property of J. C. Albers has sustained, and to 
pay the same ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee forthe District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed 


CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. POUND. also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3006) to authorize 
the commissioners of the District of Columbia to audit certain claims 
against the District of Columbia, and for fanding the same; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

TRANSFER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 


Mr. LUITRELL presented concurrent resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of California, favoring the transfer of Indian Attairs 
to the War Department; which were referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


t 


CHINESE TREATY. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also presented concurrent resolutions of the Leg- 
islature of the State of California, praying for the modification or 
abrogation of the Burlingame orChinese treaty; which were referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE SACRAMENTO AND FEATHER RIVERS. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also presented concurrent resolutions of the Leg- 
islature of the State of California, asking an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Sacramento and Feather 
Rivers; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

APPRAISER’S STORE IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

Mr. DAVIS, of California, introduced a bill (IL. R. No. 3007) making 
@ partial appropriation for the construction of an appraiser’s store in 
San Francisco; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 


a 


PRESIDIO RESERVATION. 

Mr. DAVIS, of California, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3008) to 
cede to the city and county of San Francisco a portion of the Pre- 
sidio military reservation; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 

Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3009) to authorize the pay- 
ment of a balance due to the Pacitic Mail Steamship Company ; which 
Was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads and ordered to be printed. 

FORFEITURE OF PUBLIC LANDs. 

Mr. PAGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3010) to forfeit certain 
public lands granted to aid in the construction of a railroad and tele- 
graph line from the States of Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific 
coast; which was read a first and ‘second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee ou Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM MINTO. 

Mr. PAGE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3011) for the relief of 
W iHiam Minto; which was read a first and second time, referred to | 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


ANNIE W. OSBORNE. 
Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (II. R. No. 3012) granting a pen- 


sion to Annie W. Osborne, widow of John W. Osborne, late hospital | and second time, referred to the ¢ 
steward of the United States Army ; which was read a first and sec- | and ordered to be printed. 


ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 


of the State of Minnesota, asking an appropriation to improve the 
Red River of the North; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


State of Minnesota, praying Congress for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the Red River of the North; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


State of Minnesota, praying Congress to grant the extension of time 
asked for in which to complete the Northern Pacitie Railroad ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 


Mary J. Leigh; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


of C. H. Blecken; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


State of Minnesota, praying Congress to grant the extension of time 
asked for in which to complete the Northern Pacific Railroad; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 


the State of Minnesota, praying Congress for an appropriation for 


sary at the different points indicated in the survey thereof by a 
system of locksand dams sufficient to maintain the permanent navi- 
gation of said river and such further sum as will be necessary to de- 
fray the expense of surveying the Red River from Fergus Falls to 
Breckenridge; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Benjamin P. McDonald, of Kansas ; 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


( 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


Elijah M. Hart; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


to Elizabeth J. Ballard, of West Virginia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


sion to Charles A. Cobb, of West Virginia; which was read a first 






IMPROVEMENT OF THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH. 
Mr. DUNNELL also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 






Mr. STEWART presented « joint resolution of the Legislature of the 






NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. STEWART also presented a memorial of the Legislature of the 







MARY J. LEIGIL 
Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3013) for the relief of 







Cc. H. BLECKEN. 
Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3014) for the relief 








NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. STRAIT also presented « memorial of the Legislature of the 








RED RIVER OF THE NORTH. 
Mr. STRAIT also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 







he improvement of the Red River of the North as will be neces- 













BENJAMIN P. M’DONALD. 
Mr: HASKELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3015) for the relief of 


which was read a first and second 







HIRAM C,. HENDERSON. 


Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3016) for the relief of Hiram 
’. Henderson; which was read a first and second time, referred to 







ELIJAH M. HART. 
Mr. WILSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3017) for the relief of 








ELIZABETH J. BALLARD. 
Mr. KENNA introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3018) granting a pension 












CHARLES A. COBB. 
Mr. KENNA also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3019) granting a pen- 








and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 
UTE INDIANS, COLORADO. 


Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3020) 
authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to negotiate with the Ute 
Indians for the extinguishment of their title to all of their reserva 
tion in the State of Colorado and for the removal of said Indians to 
the Indian Territory, and a bill (II. R. No. 3021) authorizing the 
Secretary of the Interior to make certain negotiations with the Ute 
Indians to extinguish their title to a portion of their reservation in 
the State of Colorado; which were severally read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 













RAMON SALAZAR. 

Mr. ROMERO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3022) for the relief of 
Ramon Salazar for Indian depredations; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 








SCOLLY LAND GRANT, NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. ROMERO also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3023) to confirm the 
of New Mexico; which was read a first 


mittee on Private Land Claims, 





Seolly grant in the Territory 
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DAKOTA AND MONTANA RAILROAD, 

Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R, No. 3024) to incorporate the 
Dakota and Moutana Railroad Company; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HENRY ELLING. 

Mr. MAGINNIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3025) for the relief of 
Henry Elling, of Virginia City, Montana; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee ou the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL PARK, WYOMING. 

Mr. CORLETT introduced a bill (HL. R. No. 3026) for the survey of 
the northern boundary of Wyoming Territory and to fix the northern 
boundary of the National Park; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER 


The call of States and Territories has been con- 
cluded, 


In accordance with the practice heretofore, the Chair will 
now recognize those gentlemen who were not in their seats when their 


States were called for the purpose of introducing bills and joint res- 
olutions for reference, 


MASON SHIPMAN, 
Mr. HUNTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3027) for the relief of 
Mason Shipman; which was read a first aud second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


Kk. HEINEMAN, F. PAYSON, AND G. H. MORGAN, 


Mr. MORSE introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 3028) for the relief of Emil 
Heineman, Francis Payson, and George H. Morgan ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING, BOSTON. 

Mr. MORSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3029) making an ap- 
propriation for the completion of the post-otlice and subtreasury in 
the city of Boston; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

APPOINTMENT OF CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT JUDGES, 

Mr. ELLIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3030) in regard to the ap- 

pointment of cirenit and district jadges of the United States; which 


was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


STOCKHOLDERS OF NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. ELLIS also introduced a bill (H, R. No. 3031) anthorizing the ad- 
mission of certain proof in cases wherein the stockholders in national 
banks are sued; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

REGULATION OF STEAM VESSELS. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD introdnced a bill (H. R. No. 3032) to amend sec- 
tions 4402, 4404, and 4414 of Title 52 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, concerning the regulation of steam vessels; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
meree, and ordered to be printed. 


BUFFALO CREEK CUSTOMS-COLLECTION DISTRICT. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3033) to re-estab- 
lish and fix the boundaries ef the customs-collection district of Buf- 
falo Creek, in the State of New York; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed, 


CUSTOM-HOUSE, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 
Mr. HOUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No, 3034) for an advance ap- 
propriation for work on custom-house at Nashville, Tennessee ; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Appro- | 


priations, and ordered to be printed. 
ESTATE OF C. B. CLASKEY, DECEASED. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3035) for the relief of 
the estate of C. B. Claskey, deceased; which was read a first and 
secomd time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

J. M. MEICLE. 

Mr. HOUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3036) for the relief of 
J.M. Meicle, of Clarksville, in the State of Tennessee; which was 
read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. SHELTON. 

Mr. VANCE introdneed a bill (H. R. No. 3037) for the relief of Mary 
E. Shelton: which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


ELL H. JARRETT. 


Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3038) to amend an act for | 


the relief of Eli H. Jarrett, approved March 3, 1873; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 
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JAMES V. TWEED. 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3039) for the re 

| James V. Tweed ; which was read a first and second time. 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be pr 
NANCY E. AMMONS, 

Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3040) to amena a 
act granting a pension to Nancy E. Ammons; which was r da sin 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pens 
ordered to be printed. 


lief of 
relerred 
inted, 


DR. C. E. TUPPER. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3041) for the re ief 
of Dr. C. E. Tupper, of Patnam County, Ohio; which was pead 


first and second time, referred to the Committee on War C]ai 
ordered to be printed. 
. 


ada 
ls, and 


JOHN HIPP, 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3042) for the 
relief of John Hipp, postmaster at Timberville, Ohio; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post. 
Office and Post- Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

E. G. DE WOLFE, 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3043) for the 
relief of E. G. De Wolfe, postmaster at Findlay, Ohio; which was 
| read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Otiice and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
LAWRENCE K. STROUP. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3044) granting 
an increase of pension to Lawrence K. Stroup, late captain Company 
I, Thirty-tirst Ohio Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

GEORGE W. ANDREWS. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3045) granting 
a pension to George W. Andrews, late private in the One hundred 
and eleventh Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


SCUPPERNONG RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. YEATES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3046) to widen, deeper 
and clean out the channel of Scuppernong River, in Tyrell Count 
North Carolina; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ HOMESTEADS. 

Mr. COVERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3047) to amend section 
2304, chapter 5, title 32, of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
in reference to the soldiers’ and sailors’ homesteads ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lauds, 
and ordered to be printed. 

J. 8. KENDRICKS. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3048) for the relief of 
J.S. Kendricks, administrator of Amanda Goggin, Pulaski County, 
in the State of Kentucky; which was read a tirst and second time, 
referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES P. FLOYD. 

Mr. DURHAY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3049) for the relief 
of James P. Floyd, Pulaski County, in the State of Kentucky ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FOUNTAIN F. STIGALL. 
Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (I. R. No. 3050) for the relief 
of Fountain F. Stigall, of Somerset, county of Pulaski, Kentucky ; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
Cc. R. ALLEN. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 3051) for the r lief 
of C. R. Allen, of the county of Anderson, in the State of Kentucky; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committe 
on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JANE MOORE. 

Mr. KIMMEL introduced a bill (H. R. No, 3052) to grant a pension 
to Jane Moore, widow of Stephen H. Moore, captain of First Balti- 
|} more Volunteers in the war of 1812; which was read a first 
second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensivus, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. ANN C. LANMAN, 

Mr. WAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3053) granting a pension 
| to Mrs. Ann Cornelia Lanman, widow of the late Admiral Josepli 
Lanman, of the United States Navy; which was read a first on 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, au 
ordered to be printed. 





E. G, ALLEN. 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3054) for the re- 
| lief of E.G. Allen, of Marion County, Ohio; which was read a first 
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i cacond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
and secon ’ 
to be printed. 

CURRENCY. 

Mr. POWERS presented resolutions of the Legislature of the State 
f Ma ne relating to the currency; which were referred to the Com- 
: ‘ttee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

i . . © . 
EDUCATION IN STEAM-ENGINEERING, ETC. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3055) to pro- 
D ote the knowledge of steam-engineering and iron-ship building 
i ong the students of scientific schools and colleges in the United 
St ston: which was read a first and second time, reterred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. KEIFER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3056) to amend section 
‘757 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to pen- 
sons: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

LUTHUR HALL, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3057) for 
the relief of Luthur Hall, which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL C. LARRABEE. 

Mr. McGOWAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3058) for the relief of 
Daniel C. Larrabee ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JACOB F. RUTH. 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3059) 
grinting a pension to Jacob F. Ruth, late a private in Company I, 
Fifth Regiment Heavy Artillery Volunteers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

FRANCOIS CAZEAU. 

Mr. BANKS (by request) introduced a bill (H. R No. 3060) for the 
relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Francois Cazeau ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. ° 


DECORATIONS FROM KING OF HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 


Mr. COX, of New York, introduceda joint resolution (H.R. No. 104) 
authorizing Captain William M. Wherry and Captain William E. 


Hopkins, of the Army, to accept decorations from the King of the | 


Hawaiian Islands; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. DURHAM. Has the morning hour expired? 
TheSPEAKER. Ithas. The Chair desires to say there are anumber 
of gentlemen who wish to present House resolutions and concurrent 


resolutions for reference and others who wish to present memorials | 


from citizens. There is really very little opportunity offered under 
the rules for such purposes, and if the House is content the Chair 


will now recognize gentlemen who desire to make such references. 
REMOVAL OF NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 
Mr. COX, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to have the 


Senate bill in relation to removing the Naval Observatory taken from 


the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. I object. 
Some time subsequently, 
Mr. COX, of New York, said: The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 


WHITTHORNE] withdraws his objection, and I move that the bill (S. | 


No. 493) to appoint a commission to ascertain the cost of removing | point of order. 


the Naval Observatory be taken from the Speaker's table and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I object. The bill properly belongs to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. FRANKLIN subsequently withdrew his objection. 

Uhere | being no further objection, the bill was taken from the 
Speaker's table, read the first and second time, referred to the Com- 
— on Naval Affairs, not to be brought back on a motion to recon- 
sider, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. DURHAM. I move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to resume the con- 
sideration of the Military Academy bill. I make this motion because 
the Committee on Appropriations are very desirous of getting along 
with the public business. : 


to the proposition which he made a few moments ago to the House. 
The ¢ hair desires to make a statement. He recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentueky to make the motion to-day for the reason that he thinks 
¢ Is bound to recognize a gentleman who proposes to suspend the 


rules on this day for public business—for the consideration of au appro- | of it. 


The SPFAKR | moving to suspend the rules. 
he SPEAKER. The Chair would understand that as an objection | 
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priation bill, for instance—in preference to gentlemen who desire to 
suspend the rules for a House expression of opinion or for what might 
be termed an individual expression of opinion. He further decides, 
however, that the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky requires 
to-day a vote of two-thirds to carry it. 

Mr. DURHAM. There are several gentlemen around me who de- 
sire simply to refer some bills. If I can temporarily withdraw my 
motion or yield to them for that purpose I am willing to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can withdraw his motion but it 
is not the practice to allow a gentleman to yield to any one pending 
a motion made by such gentleman to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HOOKER. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOOKER. It has been the usage, I believe, for the Speaker to 
take down the names of those members who wished to move a sus- 
pension of the rules on Monday. As I understand, the business of 
the House has proceeded under that usage during the whole of the 
session. 

The SPEAKER. Such has been the uniform practice. 

Mr. HOOKER. I think, therefore, that it is now the regular order 
toallow those gentlemen whose names are on the list to ask for action 
by the House on their several propositious in the order to be indicated 
by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that he has made a list of 
gentlemen in order of application who desire to move to suspend the 
rules, as is the practice, and he has uniformly adhered to that list in 
such order. When gentlemen have not been present or have not 
availed themselves of the privilege to which they were entitled by 
the placing of their names on the list, he has vacated their rights. 
He has also denied to members the right to exchange places on the 
list. No favoritism, therefore, can be charged in any way what- 
ever. But the Chair has at the same time always recognized the prior 
right of motions to suspend the rules for the consideration of appropria 
tion bills, and in fact the rules themselves give the preference to the 
consideration of those bills. In the interest of the dispatch of public 
business, the Chair feels himself bound to recognize a gentleman who 
rises to move a suspension of the rules for the consideration of an 
appropriation bill, requiring, however, two-thirds to carry such sus- 
pension. 

Mr. HOOKER. I desire to say in response to what has been stated 
by the Speaker as to the point of order that for my part I have not 
made an exchange of position with any one—— 

The SPEAKER. Certainly not. 

Mr. HOOKER. Nor have I been absent on any occasion when I 
had an opportunity of placing before the House what | desired under 
a motion to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Hooker] 
is next in order on the list. 

Mr. HOOKER. 1 hope the House will vote down the proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to say a word on this point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER. The rules contemplate that the Committee on 
Appropriations shall have a certain privilege on all days. 

The SPEAKER. Ey a majority vote. 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir; by a majority vote. They also contem- 
plate that members for other purposes may have a certain privilege 
on Mondays. 

The SPEAKER. By a two-thirds vote. 

Mr. CONGER. As the Chair states, by a two-thirds vote. That is 
the only day upon which members may be recognized by the Chair 
for other purposes which may be equally important—— 

Mr. DURHAM. I thought I would test the sense of the House as 
to whether gentlemen want to go on with the public business. If 
they will not I will withdraw my motion to suspend the rules and 
will wait till to-morrow. 

Mr. CONGER. I had not finished what I wished to say on the 
The Chair decides that that has been the custom. I 
was not aware, and I do not remember that the point ever came 
distinctly before us, that the Committee on Appropriations had a 
prior right to be recognized on Mondays. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Appropriations has an even 
right. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair, if I understood him correctly, seemed 
to speak as to what appeared to him to be his duty in this respect, 
namely, to give the first recognition to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

The SPEAKER. Only in so far as the Chair felt that the public 
business had a prior claim to be considered in preference to private 
business. 


Mr. CONGER. Then I wish to make another remark in response 


| toa remark which fell from the Chair, that it is proper for members 


to present requests to the Chair to be recognized for the purpose of 
As long as | have been a member of 
Congress I never yet learned that any such custom prevailed, and I 
never have known that I might avail myself of a regular succession 
among other names for that purpose. lam glad the Chair has an- 
nounced it, for certainly if, in my long service here, I had not ascer- 
tained that such custom prevailed, new members cannot be aware 
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The SPEAKER. Perhaps the measures in which the gentleman 
has been interested have been so manifestly right that he did not 
need to have a two-thirds vote; but it is exactly in the line of fair- 
ness that gentlemen should apply for recognition for this purpose; 
otherwise the Chair might exercise his choice or select gentlemen 
for special objects of legislation. This custom relieves the Chair of 
all the charges of favoritism, or being in favor of one class of legisla- 
tion over another. 

Mr. CONGER. I did not question the propriety of the custom, 
but I never heard it publicly announced before. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair is glad to announce it now. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam glad the Chair has done so. 


TIMBER DEPREDATIONS. 


Mr. HOOKER. I understand that the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Durnam] has withdrawn his motion to go into Committee of 
the Whole, and I ask to be recognized as first upon the list. 

I offer a bill and I move a suspension of the rules for the purpose 
of putting it upon its passage; and after it has been read I shall ask 
the indulgence of the House to say a single word explanatory of the 
motives which prompted me to offer the bill. 

The SPEAKER. What is the exact motion of the gentleman? 

Mr. HOOKER. That the rules be suspended and the bill passed ; 
and after the bill has been read I shall ask unanimous consent to be 
heard for a few moments. 

fhe SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the rules and pass a bill is 
not debatable. 

Mr. HOOKER. But I may be heard by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can move to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of considering the bill. 

Mr. HALE. If the gentleman asks unanimous consent to be heard 
I trust it will be understood that an opportunity to reply will be 
given. 

Mr. HOOKER. I have no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Mississippi that he move to suspend the rules for the purpose of con- 
sidering the bill at this time. 

Mr. CONGER. That will simply give the gentleman the benefit of 
a majority vote instead of a two-thirds vote. 

The SPEAKER. No; it will require a two-thirds vote to suspend 
the rules to consider the bill. After the bill is once up for consider- 
ation the gentleman will of course be entitled to one hour. 

Mr. CONGER. But he may then move the previous question and 
by a majority vote may cut off reply. Ido not know the nature of 
the bill, but unless there be some arrangement made to divide the 
time our proper course must be to vote against the motion to suspend 
the rules. 

The SPEAKER. To meet it at the threshhold. 

Mr. HALE, The gentleman from Mississippi has indicated a will- 
ingness to divide the time. 

Mr. CLYMER. In order that we may vote intelligently on this 
proposition | would like to know, for one, what the proposition is. 
What is the nature of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has ordered the bill to be read and has 
only been deciding the points of order that have been raised in the 
interim. The bill will now be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill to authorize a special term of the circuit and district court of the United 
States for the southern district of Mississippi. 

Whereas the Government of the United States, acting through the agents of the 
Interior Department and through the Department of Justice, have caused to be 
acized a large amount of logs and lumber, on the Pascagoula, Escatowha, and Revil 
Rivers, and other streams flowing into the Mississippi Sound, and have stopped all 
the great milling interests on the southern coast of Mississippi, upon which some 
fifteen thousand people, directly and indirectly, are dependent for their daily liv- 
ing, and who are now suffering for actual subsistence ; and 

W hereas some seventy-odd suits have been instituted, on the affidavits of the 
agents of the Interior Department, alleging that all of the logs and lamber in the 
vossession of the parties sued were obtained by depredations on the public timber 
{inet belonging to the Government of the United States in the southern district of 
Mississippi; and 

Whereas, under said seizures and suits, all the great mills bordering on the 
atreams before named have been stopped and standing idle since November last, 
when said seizurea were made; and 

Whereas the writs in said suits are made returnable to the May term of the cir- 
cenit court of the United States for the southern district of Mississippi; and 

W hereas the delay of investigation and trial must prove destructive to this great 
commercial interest, amounting, coastwise and foreign, to between three and four 
millions of dollars per annum, and besides throw large numbers of laborers, white 
and colored, out of employment; and 

Whereas the litigants in said canses will be compelled to travel two hundred 
anid tifty miles to the place of holding court now provided by law, and be at ex 
pense of a large number of witnesses ; aud 

Whereas the parties whose property has been so seized and held since Novem- 
ber last are willing to submit the adjudication of their rights to the Federal judge 
and Federal district attorney, simply demanding a speedy adjustment of the rights 
of the Government of the United States and their own rights under these suits 
and seizures, and a release of their mills and restoration of the property rightfully 
belonging to them, according to the law and the evidence : Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress aasembled, That a special term of the districtand circuit court 
of the United States for the southern district of Mississippi shall be holden at 
Scranton, Jackson County, Mississippi, to begin on the second Monday in March, 
AD. 1878, and notice of said session of said courts shall be published for a period 
of ten days in a newspaper at Jackson, Mississippi, and at Scranton, in Jackson 
County, where the said special term is author ised to be holden. 

Sec. 2 Said court shall have full power and authority to try all suits so instituted 


reprvuary 4, 


transfer all papers and records pertaining to said suits for lumber 
charcoal and turpentine to the sieee tixed by the first section of 4) 
of same. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the district attorney of the southern ajc 
Mississippi, and the marshal of said district, and the clerk of the said dic. 
circuit court of the United States, to attend said court at the point : 
first section of this act, and issue and execute all process for witnesses 
attorney shall attend and prosecute said causes as if the same were t; ' 
place now designated by law a 

Sec. 4. That said conrt shail have power to continue said court in session ¢.. 
period of sixty days, if said causes shall not be disposed of prior thereto. 
canses not finally disposed of shall be continued to the regular term of th. 

Sec. 5. That this act shall be in force from and after its passage. me 


DAI iT the 


ane aa 


Mr. FORT. Is the consideration of this bill in order at this time? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Hoo, 
moves to suspend the rules for the purpose of considering this 
this time. 

Mr. FORT. The rule requiring it to go to the Committee of thp 
Whole ? : 

The SPEAKER. To suspend all rules. 

Mr. HOOKER. I would like to make asingle remark to the Honse 
before the vote is taken. 

Mr. BURCHARD. Let the gentleman make the motion to suspenq 
the rules and pass the bill, and then ask consent for an opportunity 
to explain it. ” 

Mr. SAMPSON. I object. 

Mr. CONGER. As I understand this motion it is to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of introducing this bill and having it consid. 
ered at this time, I hope that will be done. 

Mr. FORT. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order pending a motion to sus. 
pend the rules. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Hooker; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 109, noes 61; not two-thirds in 
the affirmative. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. HOOKER called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 145, nays 97, not 
voting 50; as follows: 


KER] 
bill at 


YEAS—145. 

Aiken, Davidson, Hooker, Riddle, 

Atkins, Davis, Joseph J. House, Robbins, 

Beebe, Dibrell, Hunter, Robertson, 

sell, Dickey, Hunton, Ross, 

Benedict, Eames, James, Sayler, 
Bicknell, Eickhoff, Jones, James T. Scales 

Bisbee, Ellis, Kenna, Schleicher, 
Blackburn, Ellsworth, Kimmel, Shelley, 

Bland, Evans, James L. Knapp, Singleton 

Bliss, Evins, John H. Knott, Slemons. 
Blount, Ewing, Landers, Smith. William E 
Boone, Felton, Ligon, Southard 
Bouck, Finley, Lockwood, Sparks 

bragg, Forney, Luttrell, Springer, 
Bridges, Franklin, Mackey, Steele, 
Brogden, Frye, Manning, Stephens, 
jrowne, Fuller, Martin, Stewart, 
Buckner, Garth, Mayham, Throckmortor 
Cabell, Gause, McKenzie, Townshend, hk. W. 
Caldwell, John W. Gibson, Mc Mahon, Turner, 
Caldwell, W. P. Giddings, Metcalfe, Vance, 
Candler, Glover, Mills, Waddell, 
Carlisle, Goode, Money, Walker, 
Chalmers, Gunter, Morgan, Warner, 
Claflin, Hamilton, Morrison, Whitthorne, 
Clark of Missouri, Tanna, Morse, Williams, A. 8 
Clarke of Kentucky, Hardenbergh, Muldrow, Williams, Jere N. 
Cobb, Harris, John T. Norcross, Willis, Albert 5. 
Collins, Harrison, Page, Wilson, 
Conger, Hart, Patterson, T. M. Wood, 
Cook, Hartridge, Phelps, Wren, 
Covert, Hartzell, Powers, Wright, 
Cox, Samuel 8. Hatcher, Pridemore, Yeates, 
Cravens, Henry, Rea, Young. 
Crittenden, Herbert, Reagan, 
Culberson, Hewitt, Abram 8. Reilly, 
Cutler Hewitt, G. W. Rice, Americus V. 


NAYS—97. 


Aldrich, Cummings, Keifer, Sampson, 
Bacon, Danford, Keightley, Sapp, 

Bagley, Davis, Horace Lapham, Sexton, 

Baker, John H. Deering, Lathrop, Shallenberger, 
Baker, William H. Dunnell, Lindsey, Smalls, 

Ballou, Dwight, Marsh, Smith, A. Herr 
Banks, Errett, MeCook, Stone, John W . 
Bayne, Wield, McGowan, Stone, Joseph C. 
Blair, Fort, McKinley, Strait, 

Boyd, Foster, Monroe, Thornburgh, 
Brentano, Gardner, Oliver, Tipton, 

Brewer, Garfield, O'Neill, Townsend, Amos 
Briggs, Harmer, Overton, Townsend, M. L 
Bundy, Harris, Benj. W. Patterson, G. W. Van Vorhes, 
Burehard, Hayes, Phillips, Wait, 

Buridick, Hendee, Pollard, Ward, 

Butler, Henderson, Pound, Watson, 
Calkina, Hiscock, Price, White, Harry 
Campbell, Hubbell Pugh, White, Mic hael D. 
Cannon, Humphrey, Rainey, Williams, ©. G 
Caswell, Hungerford, Randolph, Williams, li: bard, 
Chittenden, Ittner, Reed, Willits. 

Clark, Rush Jones, John S. Robinson, George D. 

Cole, Jorgensen, Robinson, Milton 8. 


in said court at Jackson; and it shall be the duty of the clerk of said court to | Cox, Jacob D. Joyce, Ryan, 
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NOT VOTING—SV. 
Evans, I. Newton Lynde, 
Freeman, Maish, 
Hale, Mitchell, 
Harris, Henry R. Muller, 
Haskell, Neal, 
Hazelton, Pacheco, 
Hepkle. Peddie, 
Jones, Frank Potter, 
Kelley, Quinn, 
Ketcham, Rice, William W. 
Killinger, Roberts, 
Leonard, Sinnickson, 
Loring, Starin, 


Stenger, 

Swann, 
Thompson, 
Tucker, 

Turney, 

Veeder, 

Walsh, 

Welch, 

Williams, Andrew 
Williams, James 
Willis, Benjamin A. 


Alvah A. 


Eden 
So (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the rules were not sus- 
vended. 

ealad the call of the roll, 

Mr. BELL said: I desire to state that my colleague, Mr. Harris, 
was unexpectedly called home yesterday on account of serious ill- 
ness in his family. hae 

Mr. HOOKER. I ask leave to have this bill referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, with leave to report it at any time. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I object to giving the committee leave to report 
at any time. 

Mr. HOOKER. 
on the Judiciary. 

There being no objection, the bill (A. R. No. 3061) was received, 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE 


Then I ask that it be referred to the Committee 


PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of the United States was 


communicated to the Honse by Mr. PRUDEN, his Private Secretary, 


who also informed the House that the President had approved and | 
signed bills and a joint resolution of the House of the following 


titles: 
An act (H. R. No. 542) to change the location and name of the 
Miners’ National Bank of Braidwood, Illinois; 


An act (H. R. No. 2013) to remove the political disabilities of | 


Charles L. Seott, of Wilcox County, Alabama; and 


A joint resolution (H. R. No. 83) accepting a painting tendered to | 


Cougress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson. 


VENTILATION OF THE HALL. 


Mr. YOUNG. Task consent to submit a report in writing from the 
committee on ventilation of the Hall, and move that it be printed, 
with the accompanying documents, and recommitted to the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BUTLER. Not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is under the impression that the com- 
mittee has the right to report at any time. If not, then the point of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts will be considered as applying to 
the report. 

here being no objection, the report, with the accompanying pa- 
pers, was ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 


INVESTIGATIONS. 

Mr.GLOVER. I move that the rules be suspended, so that the 
House shall now adopt the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That, to avoid unnecessary expense in the attendance of witnesses, 
the Committeo on Sapenmieeas in the Treasury Department be, and are hereby, 
authorized to send subcommittees to such points as they may find it advisable, to 
take testimony there instead of bringing the witnesses to Washington; also, that 
sail committee have leave to sit during the sessions of the House, and report at 
any time for the purpose of printing and recommitment. 


The question was taken upon the motion to suspend the rules; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 97, noes 91. 

Before the result of this vote was announced, 

Mr. GLOVER called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, there being 40 in the aflirmative; 
more than one-fifth of the last vote. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I desire to ask a question. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order pending a motion to sus- 
pend the rules, 


The question was taken ; and there were—yeas 137, nays 108, not 

voting 47; as follows: 

YEAS—137. 
Caldwell, John W. Dickey, 
Caldwell, W. P. Durham, 
Candler, EFickhoff, 
Carlisle, Ellis, 
Chalmers, Evins, John H. 
Clark of Missonri, Ewing, 
3 Clarkeof Kentucky, Felton, 
Blair Clymer, Finley, 
Bland, Cobb, Forney, 
Bliss, Cook, Franklin, 
Blount, Covert, Fuller, 
Boone, Cox, Samnel 8. Garth, 
Cravens, Gause, 
Crittenden, Giddings, 
Culberson, Glover, 
Cutler, Goode, 
Davidson, Gunter, 
Davis, Joseph J. Hamilton, 
Dibrell, Hardenbergh, 


Aiken, 
Atkins, 
Bagley, 


Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 

Hart, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Hatcher, 
Henry, 

Hewitt, Abram S. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Herbert, 
Hooker, 

House, 

Hunton, 

Ittner, 

Jones, John 8S. 
Jones, James T. 
Jorgensen, 
Keiter, 

Kenna, 


Beebe, 
Bell 
Bicknell 
Blackburn, 


Backne r, 


Cabell, 


Kimmel, 


| Knapp, 


Knott, 
Landers, 
Ligon, 


| Lockwood, 


Luttrell, 
Mx ke A 
Manning, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 


| McKenzie, 


Me Mahon, 


} Mills, 
| Money, 
| Morgan, 


Aldrich, 

Bacon, 

Baker, John H. 
Baker, William H 
Ballon, 

Banks, 

Bayne, 


Bisbee, 


| Boyd, 


Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Browne, 
Bandy, 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 
suiler, 
‘alkins 


‘ampbell, 
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Morrison, 
Morse Shelley, 
Muldrow, Singleton, 
Patterson, T. M. Slen 
Phelps, Smith 
Pridemore, Southard, 
Rea, Sparl 
Reagan, I 
Reilly, 

Rice, Americus V. 
Riddle, 

Robbins, 
Robertson, 

lioss, 

Sayler, 

Scalea, 


Schlei her, 


ons, 


Pp 
Steele 
Stenger, 
Stephens, 
Throckmorton, 


Tucker, 

Turner, 

Vance, 
NAYS—10e. 


Humphrey, 
James, 


Cummings, 
Danford, 
Darrall Jovyee, 
Davis, Horace Keightley, 
Deering, Lapham 
Denison, , Lathrop 
Dunnell, Lindsey, 
Dwizht, Loring 
Eames Marsh 
Ellsworth, McCook, 
Errett, McGowan, 
Field, McKinley, 
Foster, Mitchell, 
Fry Monroc 
Gartner, N 
Garfield, 
Hale, 
Hanna, 
Ilarmer, 


rcross, 


William E. 


Townshend, R. W. 


Waddell, 
Walker, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, A. S. 
Williams, James 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 5. 
Willis, Benjamin A. 
Wilson, 

Wood, 

Wright, 

Yeates, 

Young. 


Reed, 

Rice, William W. 
Robinson, Milton S, 
Ryan, 

Sampson, 

Sapp. 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Stone, Joseph C, 
Stone, John W 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton 

Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M. 1. 
Van Vorhes, 
Wait 


| Cain, 
| Camp, 
Clark 


} Crapo. 


|} Evans 
| Evans, James L. 





‘annon 
‘aswell, 
‘hittenden, 
laflin, 

‘ark, Rush 
ole, 

‘onger, 

sox, Jacob D. 


Harris, Benj. W. 
Haskell, 

Hayes, 

Hendee 
Henderson, 
Hiscock 
Hungerford, 
Hunter, 


age, 

‘atterson, G. W. 
yard 
ound 
wera, 


Walsh, 
Ward 
Warner, 
Watson, 
White, Michael D. 
ice Williams, Richard 
lainey, Willits, 
indolph, Wren. 
NOT VOTING—47. 
Ranning, Fort, Lynde, Starin, 
Benedict, Freeinan, Maish Stewart, 
Gibson, Metcalfe, Strait, 
Harris, Henry R. Muller, Swann, 
Hazelton, Neal Thompson, 
Henkle A lrurney, 
Hubbell, Veeder, 
Jones, Frank otter WwW 
Kelley, Puch 
Ketc n, Quinn 
Killi Roberts 
Leonard Robinson, Geo. D 


et bed eed ed td edd dae 


Alvah A. 


Collins, 


Peddie, 
Phillips, 
] 


Douglas, 
Eden, 
Elam, 


leh 

White, Harry 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C. G. 


I. Newton 

So (two-thirds not having voted in the aflirmative) the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules, and the resolution was not passed. 

During the vote, 

Mr. COVERT stated that on all questions of this character his 
colleagne, Mr. QUINN, was paired with his other colleague, Mr. 
KETCHAM. 

Mr. PUGH said he was paired with Mr. TurNEY; otherwise he 
would vote in the negative. 

Mr. O'NEILL stated that his colleague, Mr. FREEMAN, who, if pres- 
ent, would vote in the negative, was paired with Mr, Harris, of 
Georgia, who would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. STRAIT said he was paired with Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey, 
who, if present, would vote in the aflirmative, while he himself 
would vote in the negative. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts, stated that he was paired on all 
party questions with Mr. Jones, of New Hampshire. 

Mr. BRAGG announced that Mr. BANNING was paired on all polit- 
ical questions with Mr. WuiTr, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. COVERT and Mr. COX of New York stated that Mr. MULLER 
was paired with Mr. Camp on all political questions. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, announced that his colleague, Mr. 
THOMPSON, was confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. WAIT moved to dispense with the reading of the names. 

There being no objectior, the motion was agreed to. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3062) to amend the judicial system of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

J. D. REYMERT. 
Mr. HUMPHREY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 


| No. 3063) for the relief of the bondsman of J. D. Reymert, late re 


ceiver of public moneys at Hudson, Wisconsin; which was read a 
first and second time, referred tothe Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. SINGLETON, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 3064) making appropriations for the consular and 
diplomatic service of the Government for the year ending June J0, 
1879, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, 
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referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
made the special order for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALE. I give notice that I reserve on this bill all points of 
order. 

INCOME TAX. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Sparks, ] the 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. BUCKNER, ] and the gentleman trom 
Missouri, [Mr. CLARK, ] next on the list to move to suspend the rules, 
not claiming their privilege,they of course lose it, and the Chair will 


therefore recognize the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCMAHON] who | 


is the next after the gentlemen named on the list. 
Mr.McMAHION. I move tosuspend the rules and pass the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution : 


Whereas, in the present condition of public distress, it is important that the 
wealth of the country should bea: a fair proportion of the burdens of taxation 
Pherefore 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be, and are hereby, instructed 
to report a bill imposing a graduated tax upon the excess of income above a rea 
sonable minimum to be tixed by law, and that said bill be reported at the earliest 
practicable moment 


Mr. MCMAHON demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative— 


yeas 165, nays 89, not voting 38; as follows : 


YEAS—165 
Cutler, Hubbell Riddle, 
Darrall Hunter, Robbins 
Davidson Hunton Robertson, 
Davis, Joseph J. Ittner Robinson, Milton 8. 
nell Deering Jones, James T. Ryan 
burn Thibrell Jones, John S Sampson, 
Dickey Jorgensen, Sapp 
Dunnell Keightley Savler, 
Durham Kenna Scales, 
Ellis Kimmel Schleicher, 
Elisworth Knapp Shelley 
f Evans, James L Knott Singleton, 
trentano Evins, John H Landers Slemons 
brewer Ewing Ligon Smith, William E 
! Felton Luttrell, Southard, 
Finley, Mackey Sparka, 
Forney Manning, Steele 
Fort Martin, Stephens, 
Franklin Mayham Stewart 
McGowan, Stone, John W. 
McKenzie Stone, Joseph C, 
“ Mc Mahon, Strait 
ihiwell, John W i ’ Metcalfe, Throckmorton 
sldwell, W. P. ddings, Mills, Townshend, R. W. 
ilkina ) ; Money Tucker, 
andler vile Morgan Turner 
annon, Gunter Morrison, Vane 
irlisle Hale Muldrow, Van Vorhea, 
iswell Hamilton, Oliver, Waddell, 
halmers Hanna, Page Warner, 
‘ark of Missouri, Harris, John T Patterson, T. M. Welch, 
larkeof Kentucky, Harrison Phillips, White, Michael D. 
lark, Kush Hartridge, Pollard, W hitthorne, 
lymer Hartzell Pound, Williams, A. S 
roby Haskell Powers, Williams, Jere N. 
] Llatcher Price, Willis, Albert 8S. 
lina, Hayes, Pridemore, Willits 
ook Hewitt, Abram S. Rainey Wilson, 
ravens llewitt, G. W. Rea, Yeates. 
rittenden Herbert, Reagan 
ulberson Hooker Reilly 
umminga, Liouse, Rice, Americus V. 
se 


Aldrich, Dwight, Ketcham, Sexton 
Bacon, Eames Lapham Shallenberger, 
Bagley, Eickhoff, Lathrop, Sinnickson, 
Baker. John Errett, Lindsey Smalls, 
Baker, William H. Field, Lockwood, Smith, A. Herr 
Ballou Foster Loring, Springer, 
Dayne l'reeman, Maish Stenger, 
Benedict, Frye Marsh, Swann, 
Risbee, Gardner, McCook, Tipton, 
Bliss Gartield, McKinley, Townsend, Amos 
Boyd Hardenbergh, Monroe, Townsend, M. I. 
Diidges Harmer, Morse, Wait, 
Butler Harris, Benj. W. Neal, Walker, 
Campbell, L art Norcross, Ward, 
Chittenden, Hendee, O'Neill, Watson, 
Clatiin Henderson, Overton, Williams, C. G. 
Conger Henry Patterson, G. W. Walliams, Richard 
Covert Hiscock Phelps, Willis, Benjamin A. 
Cox, Jacob D Humphrey, Reed, Wood, 
Cox, Samuel 8, lHlungerford, Rice, William W. Wren. 
Danford James, Roberts, 
lavis, Horace Jovee tobinson, George D. 
Denison, Keifer, Koss 

NOT VOTING—3s. 
Banks, Evans, 1. Newton Muller, Turney, 
Banning, Harris, Henry R. Pacheco, Veeder, 
Bundy, Hazelton, Peddie, Walsh, 
Cain Henkle, Potter, White, Harry 
Camp, Jones, Frank Pugh, Williams, Andrew 
Clark, Alvah A. Kelley Quinn, Williams, James 
Crapo Killinger, Randolph, Wright, 
Douglas, Leonard Starin, Young. 
Eden, Lynde Thompson, 
Elam, Mitchell, Thornburgh, 


So (two-thirds not having voted in favor thereof) the rules were 
not suspended, 


| with my other colleague, Mr. CAMP. 


| last week in my efforts to do a friend a kind act—I call him a fri, 


| sire that Mr. Polk shall bave a chance to be heard, and, before hy 
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February 4 


During the call of the roll the following announcements w, 
Mr.WRIGHT. Iam paired with Mr. CRapo, of Massach setts, | 
he were present, he would vote “po” and I would vote « ay! “sf 
Mr. PUGH. Lam paired with Mr. Turney, of Pennsylvania If 
he were present, I would vote “no.” I donot know how he would vot : 
Mr. BELL. My colleague from Georgia, Mr. Hanns, is als: “ry s 
countof sicknessinhisfamily. If he were present, he would yore « 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I am paired on all questior ~ 
this character with Mr. BANNING, of Ohio. I desire also to state t} > 
my colleague, Mr. THOMPSON, is confined to his room by illness 
Mr.COVERT. My colleague from New York, Mr. MuLLEx, js 


re Made: 


lae- 


paired 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
DOORKEEPER OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. DUNNELL. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. ELtsworr) 
has risen to a question of privilege. How much time does the coy 
tleman desire ? = 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. Perhaps ten minutes. Not over that 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Minnesota [ Mr. Dry. 
NELL] yield for that purpose ? 
Mr. DUNNELL. On a question of privilege I do. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I ran into a little tronble } 


here 


notwithstanding he was an entire stranger to me, for I claim to | . 
friend to every man. I refer to the charges brought in here agajys; 
Mr. Polk, our Doorkeeper. 

What I did in reference to those charges on Friday last I did 


| the interest of fair play, fair dealing, and kindly conduct toward thy 


Doorkeeper—the same that I would manifest toward any member of 
this House or any other ofticer of it. 

I believed then and I believe still thatit was unjust to place upon the 
records of this House the aflidavits that were brought in here against 
Mr. Polk. I believed then and I believe still that they might have 


been kept properly from the Recorp without any injury to a 


body and without reflecting upon the character or conduct of the 
honorable gentleman from Indiana who brought them here. 


| therefore I was in favor of so doing. The House recognizing th 
| themselves when the question was first put voted almost unanimou 


to keep those affidavits from the REcorb. 
I do not desire now in what I propose to do to reflect in any m 


| ner whatever upon the conduct of the gentleman from Indiaua { Mr. 


BAKER] whom I respect as I have already stated here. But I do de- 

uu 
heard, that he shall have an opportunity of saying to his friends, to 
this House, and to the country, wherever the RECORD goes, ani it 
goes everywhere over our land, that he is not guilty of this charge, 


8 


| that he isan innocent man, and that these charges are untrue. There- 


fore I come here to-day with a statement from Mr. Polk wherein he 


| pleads the general issue to this indictment. I will say also for th 


| action upon my part, but I took the trouble to see him, to have an 


benefit of Mr. Polk and his friends that he has not solicited this 


interview with him, and to state to him what I thought was his just 


| right in this matter and what ought really to be done; and I said, if he 
| so desired, I would present his statement contradicting the aflidavits 
of these men who have come here with them before this House. 


I believed when those aflidavits were read, and I believe stil! from 
the character of the statements, that they are untrue. I must either 
come to this conclusion or believe that Mr. Polk, the man whom the 


| democrats of this House have selected to that honorable position, is 
| an idiot. No man with his senses, no man who knows what he is 


doing, no man who ought to be permitted to travel around the coun- 


| try and take care of himself would make such statements as are 


charged upon him in those affidavits. A man who would do that 
needs a guardian. He should be taken care of. For my own part ! 


| do not believe those charges. I send to the desk the statement of 


Mr. Polk, to be read as part of my remarks. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
To the honorable House of Representatives of the United States: 
I, Joun W. PoLk, Doorkeeper of said House of Representatives, realizing fully 


| the importance of a faithful discharge of the duties and responsibilitics of t! 


sition I have the honor at this time to oceupy, and feeling deeply grieved beca 
of the serious charges made against me by Ingham Coryell and Mark A. Dutl 
printed in the Recory of February 2, instant, and fearing my good name 

has been the pride of my life thus far) may be injnred if these charges, whi ’ 
now been scattered all over the land, are not denied or contradicted in some 

I do therefore, under the obligation of my oath of my office, deny emphatically and 
fully every charge contained in either the affidavit of said Coryell or Dutly which 
in any manner reflects upon my honesty in connection with said office of Doorkeepet 
of said House of Representatives, or in any manner connected with the disc harg 
of the many and diflicult duties of said office, and say that the whole number ot 
said charges are untrue and without any foundation in fact. And I do most ™ 
spectfully and earnestly request of the said House of Representatives, who 

cer and servant I am, that my official conduct and character may be investig 
and examined to the fullest possible extent; and I hereby assure the Hou 
when the facts are all laid open to the view of the House and the country I shall 
have no fears for my own good name—which is worth more to me than the position— 


| and that the condemnation of the House and the country will fall upon other heads 


| 


than mine. All of which I respectfully submit. : 

Hoping and trusting that condemnation of my conduct as an officer of the Tou: 
will be held in abeyance until the facts of the case shall be made to fully and fairly 
appear. 

, JOHN W. POLK 
Doorkeeper House of Representatires. 
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- fow. It has been quietly intimated to me by some of my friends 
ut | was injaring myself in this trausaction. Now, sir, for that I 
 pothing at all. Tam not very much of a politician, and I do 
. care to be either; but Iam opposed, and I ever will be, to in- 

ioe anywhere and everywhere. I have sworn to be that, and I 
id not injure any man or reflect upon his name in any possible 

~ unjustly for the purpose of building up the political party to 
| belong. If it cannot be sustained in any other way than 

+ let it go down. 
foe] this, sir: that in this House and in the Congress of the United 
»s qore than one man has been seriously injured by charges that 


ci 


brought in here in something like the way that these come here | 


ww. [realize perfeetly well the injury that was done to our late 
<neaker, who now sleeps the sleep that knows no waking, by charges 
shat were brought in here wrongfully. I remember, too, that then 


he was in failing health. He was on his way to the other shore, and 


[can realize something of the fact that that hastened his way to the | 
These very charges which pained him, which troubled | 


rit land. 

1 m whi h made his life, or the remaining part of it, wretched and 

a were in the end shown to be without foundation, and his 

» was left without any stain upon it. Yet in this country of ours 

lay there are men who believe those charges made against Speaker 
Kerr, and they ever will. 

When these things are brought against a man and sent over the coun- 


miserable, 


» broadcast some minds can never be relieved of the influence made | 


ov them. Sol felt that it was the duty of this House to permit Mr. 
Polk to place on the record this answer that he makes, that it might 
keep company W ith these charges against his character and which 
will say toevery man to whom those charges go that they are untrue, 
bat they are falsehoods. Now having placed his plea on record, as 
every man has aright to do in a court, that record will go with the 


other. and I trust that the judgment of the House and the people will | 
be held in abeyance everywhere until Mr. Polk shall have a fair and | 


honest | 


waring. The name of a man,if he be anything in human so- 
ciety, if he have any social place among men, is his most valued pos- 
You recollect what the Bard of Avon said: 


session. 


Who steals my purse, steals trash: "tis something, nothing; 
Iwas mine, ‘tis his, and has been slave to thousands ; 

But he that filches from me my good name, 

Robs me of that, which not enriches him, 

And makes me poor indeed. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I would like to have the indulgence of 
the House for a moment or two in reference to the matter which has 
ist been presented to it. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. About three minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to allowing the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. BAKER] three minutes’ time? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, if the Doorkeeper of the 
House shall sueceed in establishing his defense and acquit himself 
of the charges that have been preferred against him, no one will feel 
more gratified than I sball. I want to say, however, in reference to 
the general subject of making charges against men that I agree very 
largely with what has just been said by the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. ELLSWORTH, ] that they ought not to be made unless there 
issome solid foundation on which they can be made. 


During the Forty-fourth Congress and thus far in the Forty-fifth | 


Congress, in which I have served, I have never observed that when 
aman, Whether he occupied a high or low position, was to be stabbed 
'y charges affecting his official mtegrity, it had ever been thought 

portant either that the charges made against him should be put 
in the shape of affidavits before or that the affidavits should be 


} 
t 
il 


scrutinized by the party that brought them forward; nor have I | 
ever known the House to be so exceedingly delicate in regard to the | 
integrity of men who belonged to the opposition of the majority of 


this House as to require or permit that even their statement under 
oath should be heard in advance of an investigation to be made. 
Never, I think, Mr. Speaker, in the history of the House, whichever 
party has had control of it, was it heard that when an investigation 
h ul already been ordered by the House, when a man was arraigned 
on definite charges and specifications, when these charges and speci- 
feations had been prepared, as now, withsworn affidavits—I say, 


never before was it heard that the party thus accused was permitted, | 


the face of the House and the country, through the mouth of a 
member, to put his reply to the charges on the record of the House 
in advance of an investigation. 

1 am not making these remarks for the purpose of complaining of 


the course that is being pursued by the gentleman from Michigan. 
I hope that the 


and that they shall not be stabbed in their reputations, which are as 
vear to them as the reputation of our Doorkeeper is to him, until the 
“ame care 1s exercised which is being exercised in this case, and I 
hope that there 


to come here as Mr. Polk has come, through the mouth of a member, 
and like him s 


lightning thronghout the 


country his defense in advance of his trial 
being had. 


. | 
ELLSWORTH. Now, Mr. Speaker, to add a few words, and 
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Ihe SPEAKER. How much time does the gentleman from Indiana | 


same rule of action that is now observed in regard | 
e the Doorkeeper of the House, who is a democrat, will be observed 
'n reference to men who belong to the same party to which I belong, | 


will be a rule established that they shall be permitted | 


pread upon the record and send upon the wings of the | 


re 


I have no objection to this proceeding, and I trust that the defense 
of Mr. Polk will be put upon the record and that it may turn out 
that he will be able to sustain it by proof. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move that the statement presented by the gen- 
tleman from Michigan, (Mr. ELLsworrn,] in behalf of the Door- 
keeper of the House, be referred to the Committee on Civil Service 
Reform. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BOILER EXPLOSIONS, 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House the 
| following message from the President of the United States: 
To the Senate and House of Repres 
A commission appointed under act of Congress approved March 3, 1873, entitled 
“An act to authorize an inquiry into the « 
has addressed a report of progress made to date the 
Treasury and of the Navy, which has beer 
The commission also present a copy of 
they say was mislaid and did not reach tl 
fully submitted for the information of C 


mses of steam boiler explosions 
reof to the Secretari 
by these office 
bruary 27, 1877, w 


Phese reports are respect 


sof the 
1 transmitted to me 

report dated Fe 
e Departments 


rs 
iich 
rk. B. HAYES 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, February 4, 1878 

The message was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FORT. I now renew the motion that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to lay before the House 
some executive communications. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 

The SPEAKER. 
adjourn. 

The question was taken ; 
noes 7h 

Mr. SPRINGER. I eall for tellers. 

Mr. FINLEY. Ieall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 17 members voting there- 
for, not one-tifth of the last vote. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw the call for tellers. 

Mr. OLIVER. I renew the call for tellers, 

Tellers were not ordered, only 16 members voting therefor, not one- 
fifth of a quorum. 

So the motion to adjourn was agreed to; and accordingly (at three 
o’clock and thirty-two minutes p. m 


I call for the regular order. 
The regular order is the vote upon the motion to 


and on a division there were—ayes 121, 


the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
inder the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of Theodore Strack, 
| sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. AIKEN: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Walhalla, by way of Reid’s Mill, Keowee, Fort George, 
Fall Creek, Jocame, Flat Shoals, back to Walhalla—to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Ur. ATKINS: Memorial and resolutions of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change and citizens of Nashville, Tennessee, asking for the remone- 
tination of silver—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of New York merchants, for a 
reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BEEBE: The petition of workingmen of Saulsbury Mills, 
| New York, against the reduction of duties which protect their labor 

and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and cofiee—to the 
same committee. 
By Mr. BELL: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Jefferson to Jug Tavern, Georgia—to the Committee on 
| the Post- Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BICKNELL: The petition of 300 workingmen of New Al 
bany, Indiana, against the resumption of the war tax on tea and 
| coffee and against the reduction of tariff duties which protect their 

labor—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Greenback Club No. 1, of the city of New Al- 
bany, Indiana, for the remonetization of the silver dollar, the repeal 
of the resumption act, and other financial reforms—to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of Mrs. Mary D. Gibson, for 
relief—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Lexington, Kentucky, for the pass- 
age of the Texas Pacific Railway bill—to the Committee on the Pa- 
cific Railroad. 

By Mr. BLISS: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of Jere- 
miah Phelan—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of Harvy Fleming and 65 other 
citizens of Clarkston; of H. A. Wyckoff and 114 other citizens of 
White Lake; of Perry E. Smith and 375 other citizens of Farming- 
ton, and of John Grimes and 140 other citizens of Williamston, 
| Michigan, against reducing the duty on foreign wool—to the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRIDGES: The petition of New York merchants, for a 
| reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. BROWNE: The petition of W. W. Frybarger, late chief 
of Maryland artillery, that his pension date from the time of his dis- 
i charge from the service—to the Committee on | 


for a pen- 





ivalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of Eliza H. Owens, for compensation 
for property taken by the United States—to the Committeeot Claims, 

Also, the petition of 12 citizens ol California, Missouri, against a 
change in the tariff laws—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of certain citizens of Massachusetts, asking a 
drawback in case of a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the same 
committee, 

Also, the petition of Lorenzo P. Blood, for compensation for prop- 
erty taken by the Government during the war—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Patrick Clark, guardian, asking a pension for 
the minor children of John Clark, Company D, Twenty-third Regi- 
ment Veteran Reserved Corps—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the Essex County Greenback Club of Newark, 
New Jersey, praying for the passage of the silver bill and the repeal 
of the resumption act—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petition of Thomas J. Shaw and 258 others, against the 
remonetization of silver and the repeal of the resumption act—to the 
same committee, 

Also, the petition of W. T. Salmon and 222 others, against the 
remonetization of silver and the repeal of the resumption act—to the 
same committee, 

By Mr. CANNON, of Utah: The petition of James Dunn, Henry 
A. Dixon, John R. Twelves, and W. C. A. Smoot, of Provo, Utah Ter- 
ritory, that there be no change made in tariff laws by which the 
duties on foreign woolen goods shall be reduced and against the reim- 
position of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. CONGER: Papers relating to the claim of Mary A. Locke— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. COX, of Ohio: The petition of persons raising flaxseed in 


the West, that the duty on linseed oil may not be removed—to the | 


Committee of Ways and Means, 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petitions of the New Jersey State Temper- 
Alliance; of the officers and members of the Thoroughfare 
Methodist Episcopal church of Gloucester County, New Jersey ; of 
Thomas H. DeMott and other citizens of Englewood, New Jersey ; 
and of the Good Templars of Clayton, New Jersey, for a commission 
of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor tratlic—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petitions of Geametli & Gazzem, and other manufactur- 
ers, at ———-——-, New Jersey, that tariff duties which protect labor 
remain unchanged, and for the removal of the duty on tea and coffee— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Allen & Dunning and other mannfacturers 
and dealers in tobacco, of Paterson, New Jersey, for a reduction of 
the duty on licorice paste—to the same committee. 

by Mr. DANFORD: The petition of J. B. Jamison, against a change 
of the present tariff on wool—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of William Lee and 101 others of Saint Clair- 
ville, Ohio, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: Resolutionsof the Legislature of Cal- 
ifornia, favoring a transfer of the Indian Bureau to the War Depart- 
ment—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of California, opposing Chinese 
immigration—to the Committee on Edueation and Labor 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of California, favoring the im- 
provement of the Feather and Sacramento Rivers and the erection 
of a post-oflice building in Marysville, California—to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

By Mr. DIBRELL: Papers relating to the pension claim of Eliza- 
beth Fulks—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of James M. Allison, for a pension—to the same 
committee, 

Also, resolutions of the Merchants’ Exchange of Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, favoring the remonetization of silver—to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petition of A. B. Keel, guardian of Maggie A. Nobles and 


Daniel G. Nobles, that they be granted a pension—to the Committee | 


ou Invalid Pensions. 

ty Mr. DWIGHT: The petition of tobacco and cigar manufact- 
urers of Broome County, New York, that they be allowed a drawback 
in case the tax on tobacco is reduced—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New 
Orleans, relating to the repeal of the tariff on sugar—to the same 
committee, 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of wool-growers of North Star, 
Michigan, against the reduction of the tariff on foreign wools—to the 
same committee, 

Also, the petition of manufacturers of lumber and salt in Saginaw, 
East Saginaw, Bay City, West Bay City, Michigan, against the re- 
duction of the tariff on foreign salt and lumber—to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of 64 workers in glass of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, against any reduction in the duties on glass— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of six manufacturing firms of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, against any change in the existing tariff—to the same com- 
mittee, 
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By Mr. FELTON: Papers relating to the establishment o¢ , 
routes froin Summerville, by way of Raccoon Mills and Posters.” 
| to Alpine, Georgia—to the Committee on the Post-Office ana P, ” 
| Roads. yl acas 
By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of J. 8. Morrow and 67 +) 
| Ashland County, Ohio, for a retention of the present tariff ¢y, 
| linseed and linseed oil—to the Committee of Ways and Means 
| 


TS, of 


Also, the petition of the Christian Temperance Union of W, . 
County, Ohio, for a commission of inquiry concerning the aj, sho ’ 
liquor traflic—to the Commiitee on the Judiciary. = 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-ronte ¢, 

| Mansfield to Haysville, via Mifflin, Ohio—to the Committes 

| Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

| By Mr. GAUSE: The petition of Mrs. Georgia M. Erwin ana y : 
Sue J. McGavock, for compensation for property taken by the Upi: ) 

States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. ; 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of 1,182 citizens of Missonn 
Illinois, for the improvement of the Mississippi River—to the ( 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr.GOODE: The petition of Hamberger & Brothers and oth 
for a drawback in case the tax on tobacco is reduced—to t 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of workingmen of Jopsoy 
City, New Jersey, against a reduction of tariff duties which protec 
their labor—to the same committee. , F 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of Mason Mp. 
chine Works Company, Whittenton Mannfacturing Company, ayq 
Cohasset Mills Company, of Taunton, Massachusetts, that tari 
duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the sams 
committee. 

Also, the petition of William Hibbert and 10 other workingme, 
and women of Walpole, Massachusetts, against a reduction of tarif 
duties which protect their labor—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Deborah Vinal, for a pension—to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. HARRISON: The petition of workingmen engaged in the 
manufacture of machinery, against a reduction of tariff duties wt 
protect their labor, and against the imposition of duties on tea a 
cottee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HARTZELL: Papers relating to the claim of Thomas W 
Segar—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCHER: Resolutions of the Patrons of Husbandr 
Madison County, Missouri, favoring the remonetization of silver, thy 
repeal of the resumption act, and the substitution of greenbacks for 
| national-bank notes—to the Committee on Banking and Currency 
| By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the claim of John R. Bo 


to the Committec on Naval Affairs. 
By Mr. HOOKER: The petition of citizens of Jackson, Missis 
sippi, for the removal of the tax on deposits in banks—to the ( 
mittee of Ways and Means. 
By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of B. E. Gault, for compensation 
for property taken during the late war—to the Committee on War 


Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: Three petitions of farmers of Cass, Saint 
Joseph, and Bangor Counties, Michigan, that the duty on wool be 
retained—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KENNA: Papers relating to the pension claims of Mrs. 
Elizabeth J. Ballard and Charles A. Cobb—to the Committee on ln- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. KIMMEL: The petition of Assistant Surgeon Thomas Ow- 
ens, for relief—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petitions of Rev. 8. Kristeller and other 
citizens of Smithtown Branch, New York; of the Grace Metho- 
dist church, of Newburgh, New York; of the Free Baptist churcl, 

| of New York City, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
| holic liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

| By Mr. LORING: The petition of John W. Curtis and others, 
| of Wareham, Massachusetts, that living bees may be transported 
through the mails—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
| Roads. 

By Mr. LYNDE: The petition of Cedarsburgh Woolen Mills Com- 
pany and other manufacturers at Cedarsburgh, Wisconsin, that tari 

| duties remain unchanged until thoroughly examined—to the Com 
| mittee of Ways and Means. 
| 
| 


Claims. 
By Mr. JOYCE: The petition of Merritt Barber, for relief—to the 


Also, the petition of G. G. Stromb and others, for the repeal of 
the bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. MAGINNIS: The petitions of citizens of Custer County 
| Montana, and of Miles City, Montana, against the movement to sex: 
regate that county or any part of it from the Territory of Mont _ 
for the purpose of forming a new Territory in the Black Hills—t 
the Committee on the Territories. . 
By Mr. MCMAHON: The petitions of John Downey, Charles Fer- 
tiz, John Schmidt, and James Berningham, for pensions—to the Com- 
| mittee on Invalid Pensions. : 
Also, the petition of Frank Damourne, for commutation-money— 
to the same committee. F 
Also, the petition of Robert Quinn, for a pension—to the Commit 
| tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
| Alsc, the petition of Hiller & Brennan and other manufacturers 
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tizens of Montgomery County, Ohio, for a reduction of the tax 
veg to twelve cents per pound—to the Committee of Ways 


nel Mc ans. 


ene Mr. MORRISON : The memorial of the State Board of Agricult- 
-\¢ Jilinois, fora national Department of Agriculture—to the Com- 

soe on Agriculture. ; , P in 

~ By Mr. PAT PERSON, of New York: The petition of Mrs. Reuben 

rp Fenton and 310 other ladies and gentlemen of Jamestown, New 

York, asking for female sutfrage—to the Committee on the Judi- 


By Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado: The petition of William D. 

{rnett, proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States relative to juries and corporations—to the Committee on Re- 
f vm in the Civil Service. oie 
" By Mr. PRICE: The petition of citizens of lowa, for a change of 
the tariff rates on grain between the United States and Canada—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. : 

By Mr. RAINEY: The petition of Theodore C. Ray, for an increase 
of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROMERO: A paper relating to the establishment of cer- 
tain post-routes in New Mexico—to the Committee on the Post-Oilice 

nd Post-Roads. 

~~ Mr. RYAN: The petition of citizens of Sumner County, Kan- 
«as. for the remonetization of silver—to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

” Ry Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of Wampum Cement 
and Lime Company, of New Castle, Pennsylvania, against any change 
in the present tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: The petition of John H. Barrett, for relief— 

the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: The petition of wholesale dealers in to- 
haceo and cigars in Burlington, Iowa, for a drawback in case the tax 
on tobacco is reduced—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petitions of O. M. Sherburne 
and 35 others and of Daniel J. Mull and 25 others, citizens of Ottawa 
Connty, Michigan, that certain bonds granted the State of Michigan 
in trust for railroad purposes be conferred on the Michigan and Ohio 
Railway Company—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of D. D. Halcomb and 83 other citizens of Kent 
County, Michigan, against any reduction of the tariff on foreign 
wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating tothe pension claim of the minor 
children of Ephraim J. Ammons—to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 

Also,the petition of Joel Cloud and other citizens of Burke Coun- 
ty, North Carolina, for the abolition of the western district court 
of North Carolina—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

by Mr. WATSON: The petition of John Gallespie, fora pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petition of citizens of Chi- 
cago, for a lake-coast light and for signal station on Racine Point, 
Lake Michigan—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the officers and members of the Wisconsin 
State Teachers’ Association, for the enlargement of the scope of the 
National Bureau of Education—to the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

By Mr WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of Bumberger, Bloom 
& Co, and other citizens of Kentucky, for the passage of the Texas 
Pacific Railroad bill—to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 

Also, papers relating to the claims of J. P. McCallum, B. F. Guthrie, 
and Hamilton T. Figg—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of George King and 59 other citi- 
zens of Monroe County, Michigan, for the protection of wool-grow- 
ers—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of W.S. Kimball and 57 other workingmen, against 
any reduction of duties which protect their labor and against the 
reimposition of the war tax on tea and cofiee—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of American breeders of short-horned 
cattle, to abolish duties imposed upon certain live stock—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of American breeders of short-horned cattle, for 
a commission to investigate the contagious diseases of stock—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 


IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, February 5, 1878. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
CAUSES OF STEAM BOILER EXPLOSIONS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following mes- 
age from the President of the United States; which was read: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


The commission appointed under the act of Congress approved March 3, 1873, 


entitled ‘An act to authorize inquiri: 
has addressed a report of progr: 
rreasury and Navy Departments 
cers 


ses of steam-boiler xplos 
reof, to the Seer sof t 
n transmitted to me by these 
The commission also present ; py of a report dated February 
which they say “was mislaid, and did wh the President.” 


These reports are respectfully submittes r the information of Cor 


hk. B 


gress. 
ILAYES. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, February 4, 1278 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The message, with the ac companying 
communications, will be referred to the Committee on Commerc e, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to present one hundred and twenty distinct 
petitions from citizens of the United States, more than twenty-one 
years of age, and of both sexes, in all signed by 6.261 persons, pray ing 
for an amendment of the Constitution to extend suffrage to women. 

The petitions were received, and referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, as follows: 

The petition of Robert J. Wallcut and Mary A. Walleut, of Boston, 
Massachusetts, and 20 others ; 

The petition of Sarah E. Laton and Peter Faneuil Jones, of Boston, 
and 18 others ; 

The petition of William W. Merrick and Charlotte H. Weatherby, 
of Boston, and 32 others ; 

The petition of George A. Davy, of Boston, and 33 ethers; 

The petition of Agnes Frith, of Boston, and 10 others; 

The petition of Lizzie 8. Drake and Mary A. Burrell, of Boston, 
and 12 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. George Clapp, of Boston, and 16 others ; 

The petition of Elizabeth G. Hedge and M. Sunderland, of Boston, 
and 44 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. M.G. Fletcher and George A. Hardy, of Boston, 
and 54 others ; 

The petition of Rev. J. H. Wiggins, of South Boston, and 217 others ; 

The petition of F. H. Sargent and Blvira Frish, of Athol, and 53 
others; 

The petition of Ebba F. Winslow and William F. Mitchell, of Lynn, 
and 60 others ; 

The petition of G. G. Farman, of Lynn, and 38 others; 

The petition of Benjamin Percival, of Lynn, and 25 others ; 

The petition of Anne Ek. Ladd and W. Norcross, of Lynn, and 100 
others; 

The petition of C. W. Biddle and E. K. Weston, of Lynn, and 54 
others; 

The petition of Thomas Glass, of Plympton, and 5 others ; 

Tho petition of F. D. Bingham and Jane L. Straw, of Hyde Park, 
and 30 others ; 

The petition of H. B. Wyman and Emily B. Willie, of Hyde Park, 
and 47 others ; 

The petition of William B. Stone and 8. W. Beals, of West Brook- 
field, and 92 others; 

The petition of Annie P. Adams and C. P. Thompson, of Milford, 
and 206 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. Eben §&. 
Provincetown, and J22 others ; 

The petition of William H. Burnham, of Essex, and 39 others; 

The petition of Mrs. Louise 38. 
others; 

The petition of John B. Austine and David A. Bemes, of Warren, 
and &2 others; 

The petition of Mrs. Ruth C. Thomson and George H. 
Southbridge, and 94 others; 

The petition of Harriet Stow and Louisa M. Alleott, of Concord, 
and 29 others; 

The petition of Rev. J. F. Lovering, of Watertown, and 45 others ; 

The petition of Josephine 8. Acton, of West Acton, and 3 others ; 

The petition of William J. Bowditch and Charles K. Whipple, of 
Brookline, and 1 other ; 

The petition of Lewis Ford and Sarah E. Packard, of Brockton, 
and 233 others; 

The petition of William R. Perkins, of Nantucket, and 83 others; 

The petition of Grace L. Richardson, of Gloucester, and 4 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. C. H. Gould and E. J. Cogswell, of Lexington, 
and 27 others ; 

The petition of H. H. Stearns, of Woburn, and 33 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. Sarah J. Newton, of Arlington, and 42 others; 

The petition of Sarah E. 8. Rollins and Joseph 5. Hallett, of Barn- 
stable, and 62 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. Lois A. Staples, of Uxbridge, and 17 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Cobb, of Westborough, and 149 
others; 

The petition of Mrs. M. B. Huckins and E.C. Lincoln, of Brewster, 
and 56 others ; 

The petition of Lydia C. Hussey and Nellie M. Libbie, of Bitterica, 
and 31 others; 

The petition of Elizabeth Dean, of Chelsea, and 46 others ; 

The petition of Dr. Joseph H. Carty, of Chelsea, and 10 others ; 

The petition of Mrs. Mary Wall and James C. Sherman and 84 
others, of Cleveland, Ohio; 

The petition of Eva J. Darrall and H. 8, Edwards, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and 33 others; 


Smith and Anna J. Hutchinson, of 


Hills, of Cambridgeport, and 2 


~~ 


Miller, of 
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The petition of Mary J. McIntyre and Charles M. Coombs, of Cleve- The petition of J. Arthur Greene, of Waterford, Maine. an. i 
land. Ohio, and 27 others; others ; ny ORS 16 
The petition of A. L. O. Stone, of Cleveland, Ohio, and 16 others; The petition of M. Daly and Emely A. Emerson, of Fountain ass 
The petition of Mrs. Mary Dunbar, of Cleveland, Ohio, and 63 others; | Minnesota, and 15 others ; i 
The petition of Mrs. Ruth M. Wood, of Cleveland, Ohio, and 14 The petition of Sarah B. Stearnes, of Duluth, Minnesota. a) 1 99 
others ; others ; a a 
The petition of Daniel R. Tilden, of Cleveland, Ohio, and 44 others; The petition of Mrs. L. Hazen and Mrs. Mary Walters, of Medfor. 
The petition of Mrs. Julia A. Arnold, of Willoughby, Ohio, and 252 | Minnesota, and 28 others ; : a een 
others ; The petition of Mrs. L. Harford, of Saint Johns, Michi 
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The petition of Mrs. Harriet E. Davis, of Steubenville, Ohio, and 36 
others; 

The petition of Mary M. Wyatt, of Hinckley, Ohio, and 15 others ; 

The petition of Andrew B. Jester, of Pickaway County, Ohio, and 
80 others; 

The petition of B. C. Gilbert and Sarah England, of Columbiana, 
Ohio, and 96 others ; 

The petition of Benjamin Carman and Phebe Cottle, of Ohio, and 
107 others; 

The petition of Lizzie A. Decker, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and 27 others; 

The petition of Simon Barnard, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
10 others ; 

The petition of E. D. Burleigh and E. C. Wilkinson, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and & others ; 

The petition of Rebecca 8. E. Harrops, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, and 20 others ; 

The petition of A. Harrison McLane, of Pennsylvania, and 88 oth- 
ers, 

The petition of Auna Essex and 8. §. 
sylvania, and 14 others; 

The petition of Annie T. Hamilton, of Kennet, Pennsylvania, and 
146 others ; 

Phe petition of Charles Snell and Eliza J. 8. Clark, of Brady, Penn- 
sylvania, and 15 others; 

The petition of Edith Pennock and William Darlington, of Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, and 73 others ; 

The petition of Martha L. Hinds, and William R. Jenkins, of Knox- 
ville, Tennessee, and 51 others; 

Che petition of Mrs. Anne Nolbrook and Mrs. Annie Thompson, of 
Utah Territory, and 2 others; 

The petition of James Rock and Elizabeth B. K. Lucia, of Ver- 
gennes, Vermont, and 31 others ; 

Phe petition of Alpheus Goodwin, of Craftsbury, Vermont, and 40 
others; 

The petition of Mrs. R. L. Palmer and C. Griswold, of Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin, and 64 others; 

The petition of Seth Higgins, of Palmyra, Wisconsin, and 51 others ; 

The petition of Herman Snow and 38 others, of San Francisco, Cal- 
ornia ; 

Che petition of Maria Solter and 23 others, of San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia; 

The petition of Mary B. Smith and 51 others, of Oakland, Cali- 
fornia; 

rhe petition of Mary E. Crowley and 19 others, of Antelope Springs, 
Colorado; 

The petition of B. B. Wadsworth, Z. 
Denver, Colorado ; 

The petition of Mrs. Lucy A. Keith and 19 others, of Stamford, 
Connecticut ; 

The petition of Mary A. Wright, E. D. Butler, and 19 others, of 
Wethersfield, Connecticut ; 

The petition of Sarah M, Thomas and 9 others, of Lebanon, Con- 
necticut; 

The petition of Rev. J. Burton, of Hartford, Connecticut ; 

The petition of J. B. McGrew, Anna E. Fleming, and 7 others, of 
Dublin, Indiana; 

The petition of Mrs. F. Fountain, Ella Hyatt, and 85 others, of 
Dublin, Indiana; 

The petition of D. J. King, John Simmons, and 41 others, of Dub- 
lin, Indiana; 

The petition of Sarah Greene, Melinda Osborne, and 94 others, of 
Dublin, Indiana ; 

The petition of Emily W. Spencer and 75 others, of Avilla, Indiana; 

The petition of R. T. Brown, T. H. Goodwin, and 10 others, of Dub- 
lin, Indiana; 

The petition of William M, Robinson, Elizabeth McRae, and 45 
others, of Frankville, lowa;: 

The petition of Mrs. M. F. Kilbourne, J. W. Pert, and 42 others, of 
Creston, lowa; 

rhe petition of Mrs. E. 8S. Lamb, M. 8. Crace, and 90 others, of 
Algona, lowa; 

‘Lhe petition of Samuel Baker, of Wheaton, Illinois, and 55 others ; 

. he petition of H. Louise Burper, of Chicago, Illinois, and 20 
others; 

The petition of Harriet P. Hine and Emeline A. Prescott, of Bow- 
donham, Maine, and 69 others ; 

The petition of A. Crowell and Esther Douglass, of Brunswick, 
Maine, and 96 others; 


The petition of Mrs. Oliver Dennett, of Portland, Maine, and 2 
others ; 


Grandin, of Meadville, Penn- 


A. Russell, and 16 others, of 





gan, and 07 
others ; 


The petition of Lucian Reed and Lucy M. Seely, of Mason, Michi. 


| gan, and 58 others ; 


The petition of Mrs. M. A. Packer and J. R. Pray, of Hartford, Michi. 
gan, and 39 others; 

The petition of Mrs. E. B. Maybin, of Morenci, Michigan, and ¢; 
others ; 

The petition of Mrs. M. J. Clapp and U.T. Towsley, of Kalan 
Michigan, and 35 others; ; 

The petition of John A. Fraser and George A. Douglass, of Mich; 
gamme, Michigan, and 220 others; 

The petition of Isaac P. Rose and Mrs. Ruthela Adams, of Mi: hi 
gamme, Michigan, and 86 others; 

The petition of Rebecca N. Hazard, of Kirkwood, Missouri, and 5 
others ; 

The petition of Alice H. Grubb, of Kirkwood, Missouri, and o~” 
others ; p 

The petition of Melinda Watson and William Bailey, of Baltimore 
Maryland, and 44 others ; : 

The petition of Emmeline Walter, of Carson City, Nevada, and 43 
others ; 

The petition of Aaron M. Powell and Jane E. Capron, of New York 
City, and 45 others ; 

The petition of Sophia Curtis Hoffman, of New York City ; 

The petition of Elizabeth Schoonmaker, of New York City, and % 
others ; 

The petition of Anna Oliver, of New York City, and 36 others; 

The petition of T. H. Sherman and Sarah M. Hallock, of Maribor 
ough, New York, and 18 others; 

The petition of Elizabeth Oakes Smith, of Chittenango, New York, 
and 17 others; 

The petition of Henry A. Slack and Cary Rushmore, of Albany, New 
York, and 13 others ; 

The petition of Emma Sandland and William B. Wadsworth, of 
Brooklyn, New York, and 21 others ; 

The petition of Mary Meteyard and C. Hamilton, of East Ham- 
burgh, New York, and 92 others; and 

The petition of John Thompson and Mrs, C. 8. Pond, of Saratoga 
Springs, New York, and 106 others. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of William H. Dunbar, of Ashley 
Falls, Massachusetts, and the petition of Lucelle Boldue, of Massa- 
chusetts, praying for an amendment of the pension laws ; 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of Daniel C. Ruthern and 
24 others, citizens of Charlestown, Vermont, praying for the repeal 
of the limitation in the pension law ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of L.G. Whitcomb, of Vermont; the 
petition of Alfred Duquett, of Vermont, and the petition of Rose Me- 
Nally, of Vermont, praying for the removal of the limitations on the 
pension laws; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of W. H. H. Buck, of Middlesex, 
Vermont, praying for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of H. G. Holmes and others, 
and the petition of Thomas J. Allen and others, citizens of Wiscon- 
sin and soldiers in the late war, praying for the early passage o! the 
bill known as the arrears-of-pensions bill; which were reterred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of certain masters, mates, pilots, 
and engineers of the United States, holding certificates of compe- 
tency, praying an amendment of the act of April 17, 1574, to authorize 
the employment of certain aliéns as engineers and pilots so as to Te- 
quire such aliens applicants for renewal of license to show that they 
are permanent citizens of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the memorial of James McBurney and 
others, workingmen of Mechanicsville, New York, engaged in the manu- 
facture of linen thread and twines, and the memorial of James MeNart 
and others, workingmen of Newburgh, New York, engaged in the 
manufacture of woolen and hair goods, remonstrating against a - 
duction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the 
war tax on tea and coffee; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


which 


Mr. President, I present a petition signed by . 
large number of men whose names will be familiar to you, as they are 
well-known citizens of the State of New York, known, many of —_ 
for the liberality with which they have long been accustomed ” 
respond to appeals of humanity and charity. The memorial sets 
forth this dispatch : 

Appalling famine raging throughout four provinces of North 


China. Nine 
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ple reported destitute. Children daily sold for food. Foreign relief 
ijs to America and England for assistance. Requests you to form 


yericab rest 


STAHEL, 
United States Vice-Consul. 


ToA.A Low. 


The memorialists proceed to narrate, as far as they understand them, 
s showing appalling destitution in China, and they make two 
ons, Which I will read : 

memorialists further respectfully suggest the appointment of a com 
» the residents of China who shall act in concert with the United States 
and distributing relief should such a purpose commend itself 
honorable body. 


the fact 

suggest 
And yout 
ssion 1 
jister in procuring 


« wisdom of your 


Again: 
And your 


w suggested, because it is well understood that the honorable the Secretary 
1s SUR 


ef committee, collect funds, and deposit with agent Hong Kong | 


| 


= 
é 


AD 


childish. The distress has been all over the world, in Germany more than in our 
own country ; and yet Germany had its milliards trom France. No, sir; cheap 


money, inducing bubble speculations, building unnecessary reads, stimulating an 


| overproduction of everything, this thing of a debased currency is what produced 


| Office box to be prima facie evidence of dishonesty. 


memorialists feel that they can with propriety urge such action as | 


+ State bas in charge a deposit of money which was received from the Empire of | 


va in the year 1456, as an indemnity for the spoliation of American property 

ithe factories at Canton were destroyed ; and it is also understood that all 

‘claims on the fand in question have long since been met, and that none other 

y arise; and that the accumulations of interest have swelled the amount origin- 

iv lodged with the Secretary of State to the very large total of six or seven hun- 
thousand dollars. 


st 


I have ventured to be thus explicit in presenting this memorial be- 
cause of the high respectability of those by whom it is signed, and 
peeause of the extraordinary and lamentable condition of things to 
which it invites the attention of Congress. I move its reference to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I have received for presentation 
alarge number of petitions signed by citizens of many counties iv 
the State of New York, the names of which Ido not stop to read, 
all praying the remonetization of the silver dollar of four hundred 
and twelve grains and a half. Observation of these petitions shows 
that they are all printed in one and the same form and are the prod- 
uct of organized effort. The Senate is not unfamiliar with such 
eflurts. We saw an instance when petitions were prepared in Wash- 
ington printed and sent out far and wide demanding the abolition of 
the franking privilege. The fruit of that effort has been to confer on 
every clerk, from the head of a Department down, the power to send 
matter free through the mails, and to leave Senators to pay from 
their own pockets postage on letters and communications wholly 
public in their character—a result which I question in respect of its 
being beneticial to the exchequer or conducive to the convenience of 
the people. 

hese petitions seem to be the reflex of a like endeavor. They do 
not represent the opinions and convictions of a majority of the peo- 
ple of the State of New York. The Legislature of that State by en- 
actment has determined some time ago that after this year taxes and 
debts shall be rendered in par money, in coin; and the Legislature 
of New York has just now with much unanimity declared that gold 
is the standard, the true standard, of exchanges and of final satisfac- 
tion. The people of New York look with deep apprehension upon 
any experiment exposing the finances of the country to fresh disturb- 
ance and vicissitude. 

One of these petitions comes to me with an addenda, a note follow- 
ing the printed matter and preceding the signatures, which note is 
signed by sixty-odd citizens of Montgomery, in the county of Orange, 
and it seems but fair that this variation of the text of the regular 
edition should be heard by the Senate : 

Sir, after consulting with many townsmen, the above tissue of sophistry and 
falsehood is returned to you with the assurance from us, citizens of Montgomery, 
Orange County, New York, that we look with contempt upon those who are en 
deavoring not only to destroy the credit of our country but to force upon us a 
debased currency to serve their own selfish ends, and regard them as a nearly 
equal mixture of idiot and knave. J 

I trust nothing in this is disrespectful. 


teler to any of those who listen to it. 
excepted.” 


Ido not understand it to 
* Present company is always 


We werkingmen want one hundred cents not ninety cents for a dollar; we do 
not want to be paid a pound of metal worth $14.40 tor every $16 we earn, nor to 
have forced on us as astandard of value a meta: which is a mere commodity like 
Wheat or iron, &c., and subject to the same fluctuations. 3 

With gold at 1014 or 102 nearly one year before the date set for redemption your 
talk of * ruin todebtors,” “ rendering houseless and homeless millions,” &c., is blat- 


Ant nonsense and worthy of the author of the above printed matter. It would do 
perhaps in the slums of New York City— 


There is a highly disrespectful allusion— 


bat hot among the intelligent yeomanry of the Empire State. 

Resumption at the time set, sooner if possible, is asked for by every honest man 
4 the United States. Above all things we need to restore contidence and set busi 
hess once more actively running, is a settled positive standard of value in itself 
lutrinsically valuable.” "Lis men with immense iron and coal fields to dispose 
. With tons of silver to sell, who want acheap currency. Gold now is 102. With 
ee of this or any similar bill—the most villainous outrage ever attempted 
~ perpetrated on a free people—gold will go to 110 or higher, every article we 
sous sare © 10 per cent., while the purchasing power of our dollar will fall 
the tr ade-d pe cents. _ To-day, with $5 as the limit to silver as a legal tender, 
—— ne ollar of 420 grains is worth in New York but ninety-eight cents, while 
oy igs 1undred-and-twelve-and-a-half-grain dollar, the one you would force upon 
is, 8 worth much leas. . 


There has not been any scarcity of money, (so called.) 


Rend The banks and indi 
viduals have 


get it ata] > plenty of it, and any who have aught to sell or to pledge for it can 
a ae = rate of interest ; and were you to succeed in this infamous s¢ heme 
Unless a. )Lver a8 unlimited as dust, we poor men could not get one dollar of it 

‘ess we have labor or the product of labor to sell. 


To talk to intelligent men of “ the hard times being caused by contraction " is 





the hard times 

One hundred million dollars in gold is all the Government needs for resumption. 
Forty or tifty million dollars will meet the rush, as all the people wish to know is 
that the gold, something intrinsically valuable, is there 
but for daily use the greenback or rational-bank note 
to gold, is what we want. 

The rush for silver lasted but a short time, and now from onc end of the land te 
the other it is cursed for its weight, its inconvenience, and its tinctuating value. 

In conclusion we deem the hiding of a man’s name under an address to a post- 


We therefore protest against 


the passage by Congress of any act making silver anything more than a subsidiary 
token of limited tender, 


forthcoming if desired ; 
equal in purchasing power 


I deemed it fair to these sixty-odd petitioners who wrote their own 
petition should be heard as well as those whose sentiments are ex- 
pressed by the print. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
bill being before the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present another petition, signed by a large 


The petitions will lie on the table, the 


| number of residents of the county of Cortland, New York, praying 


Congress to enact a law for the remonetization of the silver dollar 
by increasing its weight and making it equal to a gold dollar, and 


| making it a legal tender to the amount of $1,000, or other reasona- 


ble sum. 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present the petition of several hundred 
masters, mates, pilots, and engineers of the United States, praying 
Congress to amend the law for the employment of certain aliens as 
engineers and pilots, so that the applicant for license shall take the 
oath of allegiance, and at each renewal shall satisfy the inspector 
that he is residing permanently in the United States. This prayer is 
stated to be in consequence of many persons being employed in the 
merchant marine service who live and own property in the British 
provinces, and who never pay taxes for the support of the United 
States Government, but simply declare their intentions and never 
become citizens in order to avail themselves of the act. 
reference to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAILEY. I present a memorial of the Merchants’ Exchange 
of the City of Nashville, Tennessee, in favor of the coinage of silver 
dollars of standard value, and to provide for the same freedom of 
coinage of silver as is now accorded to gold. Inasmuch as this memo- 
rial is expressed in language that is respectful, temperate, moderate, 
and evincing a thoughtful earnestness, and is in significant contrast 
with the one which has just been read by the gentleman from New 
York, I ask that the Secretary may read it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be read, if there be no 
objection. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled 

The Merchants’ Exchange of Nashville, believing that the action desired will be 
approved by experience, is sound in judgment, equitable in law and morals, and 
calculated to promote the best and highest interests of mankind, protecting right 
without inflicting wrong, do, therefore, respectfully ask for the suggestion made in 
this memorial your most earnest consideration 

The fact that so large a part of the wealth of the civilized nations is invested in 
bonds and other securities having a fixed rate of interest, and the further fact that 
all the financial legislation of Congress for years past has been of such a character 
as to largely increase the value of those investments at the expense, depreciation, 
or destruction of all other values, in connection with the manipulations and demands 
of European capital, encourages, if it does not fully justify, the belief that the 
money power of the world is determined to further increase the value of its invest 
ments by the destruction, through demonetization of silver, of nearly one-half of 
the metallic circulation of the world, forgetful or regardless of the fact that it will 
immensely depreciate the property of those who have to bear the burdens of tax- 
ation necessary to pay the interest on those securities, and that the burden will be 
aggravated by the necessity of an increase in taxation proportionate to the depre- 
ciation of their property. 

But few of the advocates of silver claim the rightto pay in either coin from an 
expectation or desire to effect a saving by paying: n a depreciated eurrency, for it 
is too evident that an untrammeled restoration of silver will make it again, as it 
ever has been, the equal of gold, but the right is asserted, and should be main 
tained, in order to save to the world a circulating medium absolutely necessary to 
the prosperity and welfare of its people. 

At no period in the world’s history has greater development or progress been 
made than during the time it was utilizing the benefits conferred by the gold prod 
ucts of California and Australia. Its expanding commerce and increasing indus 
tries gave its growing population remunerative employment and comforts hitherto 
unknown, os various other ways promoted the civilization and advancement 
of the human family. If there had been any thought then of demonetizing either 
metal, gold would have been the sufferer, but the solicitade was that the supply 
would be inadequate to the rapidly increasing wants, and the gold production 
having now declined to the alarming extent of 50 per cent. it is manifest that 
the discovery of more productive silver mines was most opportune and their rapid 
development necessary to meet the absolute requirements of multiplied industries 
and increasing commerce and population, and adds another to the frequent illus 
trations that the hidden resources of nature are developed just at the period and in 
the proportion best calculated to meet the requirements and promote the interests 
of society. 

That the apprehensions of disastrous inflation from the increased production of 
silver are unfounded is evident from the fact that itis governed by law as fixed 
and absolute as that which controls the supply and demand of other products, be 
sides it is even extremely doubtful whether, considering the immense decline in 
gold production, the additions of silver will be sufficient to meet the growing wants 
of the world, But admit it will exceed the required amount and that values ap 
preciate, a very slight advance would demand such additions to the volume of cir- 
culation as would effectually check the tendency to | 
within reasonable and healthy hmits. { 


I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on 


I move its 


flation and retain values 
and advancement must 
If th 


Continued 
be sustained by a constantly increasing supply 
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of metallic currency. advo 
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cates of gold are sincere in their fears of inflation from the additions of silver— 


emall when duly estimating the world « requirements—how can they look npappalled 
upon the destructive contiaction and depreciation that will follow the demonetiza- 
tion of silver, by which more of the world’s cireulating medium will be displaced 
in a short period than has been added to its volume in both gold and mlver in the 
past two hundred years’ And notonly does it destroy the additions of the past, but 


leaves ever increasing Wants to be met by the limited and constantly declining | country and that the nature of the proposed legislation ape 


production of gold 


| over twelve hundred workmen, praying that Cx ngress wil] 


Lhe probability of the abandonment of silver has unsettled values, and all na- | 


1 are struggling with a depression that is rapidly and surely destroying their 
vitality Already the growth in wealth with some of them has ceased and sub 
sistence upon past accumulations has begun. And the increase in this pressure 
and the evils of this financial depression will be in proportion to the period of its 
existence ; for the influences being continually set in motion will act and react 
upen cach other with ever-increasing force until all the interests of agriculture, 
commerce, abd Manutactuics are uttealy prostrated, and if unchecked will bank 
rupt and pauperize a large portion of the world’s population bow solvent and in 
the enjoyment of a fair share of the comforts of life 

Lo the bumblest comprehension it would be plainly irrational and inhuman to 
force the world’s population, regardless of its present and prospective increase, to 
subsist on 60 per cent. of the food heretofore necessary to sustain them in health 
aud comtort; but it would not be any greater violation of the laws of bumanity 
than it would be of the principles of political economy to expect its industrial and 
commercial life to be maintained in a vigorous apd prosperous condition after the 
depletion of its life-blood 40 per cent. by the withdrawal of silver. In the first 
instance, famine and pestilence would eflect ap equalization, and those left would 
have an abundance of food, and in the event of the demonetization of silver the 
sume inexorable law of equalization, working through the rapid decay of trade and 
commerce and universal shrinkage, would soon reduce values to a point where the 
gold circulation would be abundantly sufficient to effect the exchange of the world’s 
depreciated commodities ; but the destruction of values would be enormous, and 
it will be wonderiul if the recoil from the shock does not sweep away those inter- 


| the Committee on Finance. 


| tucky, signed by the governor thereof, asking such appropri 


ests which have hitherto profited by rather than suffered from the general depre- | 


ciation 

lf the wheat-producing countries of Europe should endeavor to make the pro 
duction of that grain more valuable by compelling their people to abandon the use 
of our corn we ceriainly would be justly chargeable with national lunacy if we 
aided them with our co-operation by destroying not only our surplus but entire 


He also presented the petition of Waterhouse Brothers and ot} 
manufacturers of woolens, &c., at Passaic, New Jersey al s 


» &Mploy 
; . . ; 1 take 
action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it g| 


ascertained by official inquiry the condition of the industries of 3 


il as 


the opinion of practical business men would best promote 
toration of general prosperity ; which was referred to the (\ 
on Finance. 

He also presented five petitions from different organizations, cit 
zens of New Jersey, praying for the appointment of a commission of 


: : ; aaa : n of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic ; which were referred to 


the reg 


UM tee 


’ 


Mr. BECK presented a memorial of the Commonwealth of Key. 
will reimburse Kentucky and other States the sums of money expended 
by them under the acts of Congress during the late civil war: whic 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of Maria J. Streeter, widow 
of Henry R. Streeter, late a private in the Eighty-tifth Regiment of 
Iinois Volunteers, praying that she be granted a pension ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BOOTH presented a concurrent resolution of the Legislature 
of California, in favor of the transfer of the management of Indian 
affairs from the Department of the Interior to the War Department; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented a memorial of J. B. Smith and 70 


1 


| other citizens of Michigan, remonstrating against any reduction of 


production of the latter grain. Nor will the world, in its honest opinion, regard | 


us any leas so if we not only consent to, but actually assist them in, the destiuction 
of silver, for its displacement from the volume ot the world’s circulation will so 


greatly enhance the value of gold and so immensely depreciate the value of our | 


products as to entirely destroy all hope of specie resumption for years to come, 
Alieady the European powers are competing strongly for a supply of gold equal 
to their necessities, but then the competition will be intensified into a struggle, 
which, if it does not wreck their fipancial systems, will at least leave us wholly at 
their mercy for years to come 

We have everything to gain aud nothing to lose, much to hope for but nothing 
to fear from the restoration of silver. Its demonetization by Germany was a death- 
blow aimed at the commercial and industrial life of France. but it paralyzed the 
nation that dealt it more than the intended victim ; and what was meant as cruelty 
to France became a calamity to the world. Germany unsettled the value ot silver, 
but, if our Government will only be true to its people in the protection of their 
rights, Germany will be compelled te reverse her action by restoring silver to an 
equality with gold, which is all that is necessary to insure its previous usefulness 
and stability. But it is a strange delusion to suppose that she or any other power 
will take astep in that direction if the United Statos, the world's largest producer, 
abandons it as a legal tender or suitable measure of valne. Let Congress, how- 
ever, restore silver to its rightful position and explicitly declare that all our obli- 
gations will be paid in either coin, as we may elect, and the capital invested in our 
securities will promptly become the earnest advocates of silver and energetically 
demand its remonetization ; and under the influence of a power so skillful and 
potent, not Germany alone, but England, already smarting under the injury in- 


the duties on foreign wool; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MAXEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (8S. No. 26) to donate a portion of the military res- 
ervation of Fort Harker to the State of Kansas for the establistiment 
of an educational or charitable institution, avd to open the remainder 
of said reservation to settlement, reported it with an amendux 
and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to be printed 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred a letter 
of the Secretary of War, inviting the attention of Congress to the 
subject of commutation of quarters, fuel, and forage in the Revised 
Statutes and recommending an amendment thereof, submitted a re 
port thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 662) to amend section 1270) 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to fuel, forage, and quarters of otli- 
cers of the Army. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 


nt 
lil, 


| ferred the bill (S. No. 285) granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone, 


tlicted upon her India interest by the disturbance of silver, will soon be ready to wel- | 


come its complete remonetization 

its recognition by Congress must be complete and untrammeled or its value and 
consequent usefulness will be seriously impaired; and any restriction as to the 
amount for which it shall be a legal tender will inflict a grievous wrong upon labor 
and establish class legislation ipimical to the principles of our Government. 


reported it without amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 


| (S. No. 244) granting a pension to Frederick Banker, a private in the 


Capital aud labor each bave duties to perform and rights that should be protected, | 


and it is the highest and most sacred duty of our Government to protect each from 
the unjust encroachments or exactions of the other ; and 


late civil war,submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 132) granting a pension to Joseph Grigsby, submitted an ad- 


| verse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill 


Whereas, through the established relations of value existing for years past | 


between gold and silver, the people have acquired rights that should be scrupulously 
guarded, and any abridgment or impairment intlexibly resisted, justly leaving the 
results to those who bave wrongfully been the aygressors in the movement to 
destroy the usefulness of silver as a stable and reliable currency : Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That we respectfully, but most earnestly, urge apon Congress to 
repeal the act prohibiting the coinage of silver dollats of standard value, and to 
yrovide for the same freedom of coinage of silver as is now accorded to gold, and 
bs appropriate action publish to the world their determination to retain silver as a 
legal tc alles and measure of value. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will lie on the table, the 
bill being before the Senate. 

Mr. SARGENT. I wish to call attention, now that we have heard 
both sides at very great length, to Rule 14, with reference to the 
reception of petitions, which provides that— 

A brief statement of its contents shall be made by the Senator or presiding 
officer presenting it. 

That is all the rule contemplates. It certainly is not intended by 
this rule, or any rule of the Senate, or by common sense, or the con- 
venience of the Senate, or the cost of such things, that the whole 
morning hour shall be taken up in reading four-paged or two-paged 
printed communications with reference to these matters. I call atten- 
tion to it, and I trust the presiding officer will see that the rule is 
enforced hereafter. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The reading of these papers of course is 
by unanimons consent. 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of 
the City of New Brunswick, New Jersey, in favor of granting subsi- 
dies for mail service between the United States and South American 
ports; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

He also presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of Trenton, 
New Jersey, in favor of the establishment of a department of com- 
merce; Which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


was postponed indetinitely. ; 
He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 286) granting a pension to David Torpey, submitted an ad- 


| verse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill 


Was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred thie peti- 
tion of William Kearney, praying to be allowed a pension, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and th: 
committee were discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of John B. Dunbar, praying for a pension, submitted an adverse 
report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Post-Ofiices and Post-Roads, to 
whom was referred the bill (8. No. 596) to regulate the compensation 
of postmasters, and for other purposes, reported it with amendments 

Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 62) appropriating $-\"” 


| to defray expenses of transferring the remains of Pancoast Loose, 4 


deceased soldier, reported it without amendment, and submitt da 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. am 
Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) to authorize the See- 
retary of War to issue certain arms to the Washington Light Infant- 
ry, of Charleston, South Carolina, reported it without amendinent. . 
He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bi 
(S. No. 215) to authorize the Secretary of War to issue certain — 
to the Washington Light Infantry, of Charleston, South a _ 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration; wit h was 
agreed to. : . 
Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (8. No. 162) for the relief of 
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James Clift.submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered | 
ae printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

" He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
< No, 23) for the relief of Major and Brevet Colonel Joseph B. Col- 
ey late of the United States Army, submitted an adverse report 
thereon; Which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was postponed 
inde ely 

oe the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
H. R. No. 119) to remove the charges against Lieutenant Charles 
Wilkinson, late of Company K, One hundred and second Regiment 
Peunsylvania Volunteers, on file in the War Department, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. Z 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Nicholas Vedder, late additional paymaster United States 
Army, praying to be allowed a credit of $1,500 in the settlement of 
his accounts for an alleged over-addition in the payment of troops, 
and also to have refunded to him out of the Treasury the sum of 
&j.500, being the amount alleged to have been stolen from him, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the committee were discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition. P i‘ 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of W. B. Mann, J. W. Forney, and other citizens of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, praying that an allowance be made to Mrs. Catharine 
T. Campbell, on account of the shooting and killing of her son by 
the provost guard in 1865, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed, and the committee were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the petition of Robert W. Furnas, president of the State 
Horticultural Society, and other citizens of Nebraska, praying the 
passage of alaw authorizing the appointment of a commission to 
visit the different countries of Europe to investigate the subject of 
forestry, asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Agriculture; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of the American Association of Breeders of Short-Horn Cattle, 
praying for the abolition of duties on cattle other than thorough- 
bred imported from Canada into the United States, asked to be dis- 
charged from its farther consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Finance; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 

H. R. No. 1474) further to suspend the operations of section 5574 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States, title 72, in relation to 
guano islands, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 262) to authorize the President of the United 
States to promote and retire First Lieutenant David I. Ezekiel, of the 
Fourth Regiment of Infantry, United States Army, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill 
was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. WALLACE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 106) to authorize a long bond 
for the investment of savings, to report it with an amendment. I 
shall take the first opportunity to call this bill up for consideration 
before the Senate. 





BILLS INTRODUCED. 


_ Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8S. No. 663) granting a pension to William H. H. 
Buck; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

_ Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 664) for the relief of. Frank A. Page; which 
be read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 

fairs. 

Mr. SPENCER (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 665) to protect witnesses at 
United States courts; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHAFFEE (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 666) for the relief of certain 


late postmasters of Colorado ; which was read twice by its title, and | 


referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 667) for the relief of certain post- 
tasters in the Territory of New Mexico; which was read twice by 
_ -— and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
wads, 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 668) for the relief of certain post- 
masters in the Territory of Utah; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 669) fer the relief of certain late 
pouunanters in the Territory of Dakota; which was read twice by its 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 


and referred to the Committee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads. | 
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duce a bill (S. No. 670) to establish a post-road in Colorado and New 
Mexico; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Oftices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BOOTH (by request) asked, and by unanimons consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 671) for the relief of certain 
citizens of the United States and occupants of lands within one mile 
of the military post of Camp Independence, Inyo County, California ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask leave to introduce a bill, and as it is very short 
I should like to have it read at length. : 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
672) to pretect the United States against fraudulent claims; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read the second time at 
length. 

‘The bill was read the second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That no claim shall hereafter be allowed by the accounting 
officers under the provisions of the act of Congress approved June 16, is74, or by 
the Court of Claims, or by Congress, to any person, where sach claimant or those 
under whom he claims shall willfully, knowingly, and with intent to di fraud the 
United Siates, have claimed more than was justly due in respect of such claim, or 
poeuners any false evidence to Congress or to any departinent or court in support 
thereof, 


Mr. ALLISON (by request) asked, and by unanimonusconsent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 673) for the relief of certain post- 
masters and late postmasters in the State of lowa; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying petition, referred tothe 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam requested to intreduce a similar bill, and do 
so knowing nothing about its merits. I would suggest to Senators 
introducing these bills, which seem to be quite voluminous, that they 
be referred to the committee without the order to print, and they 
may be printed afterward if the committee request it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made if there be no 
objection. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
674) for the relief of certain postmasters and late postmasters in the 
State of California ; which was read twice by its title, aud referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CONOVER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 675) for the protection of subcontractors 
in carrying the mails; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 676) for the relief of 
certain postmasters in the State of Pennsylvania; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and 
Post-Roads. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. By request, withont committing myself for 
or against the measure, I ask leave to introduce a biil. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 677) for the relief of certain postmasters in Michigan; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post- 
Ottices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Under the same circumstances I ask leave, with- 
out previous notice, to introduce a bill. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 678) for the relief of certain postmasters and late postmasters of 
the State of Illinois; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yesterday a bill was laid upon my table by an 
attorney of this city requesting me to introduce it. I did not then 
introduce it. I see that a number of other bills of the same character 
have been introduced ; and now, at his instance and by request, with- 
out committing myself for or against the bill, directly or indirectly, 
for I know nothing about it, I ask leave to introduce it. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
679) for the relief of certain postmasters and late postmasters in the 
State of Missouri; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
| to introduce a bill (S. No. 680) for the establishment of a certain mail 
route in the State of Oregon ; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 681) to provide for the payment of Loyol P. Brown, 
administrator of the estate of Darius B. Randoll, deceased, for cer- 
tain improvements relinquished to the United States for the use of 
the Nez Pereé Indians; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MERRIMON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 682) to reinstate Thomas 
H. Lawrence as a third lieutenant in the United States Revenue Ma- 
rine; which was read twice by its title, and,with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KERNAN (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 6°3) for the relief of the 
| American Grocers’ Association of the City of New York ; which was 
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| 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HEREFORD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave | 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 684) for the relief of William Smith; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. SARGENT, it was 


Ordered, That William Rutherford be authorized to withdraw his papers from 
the tiles 


On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and petition of citizens of Oregon for the Portland, 
Dallas and Salt Lake Railroad, on the tiles of the Forty-second and Forty-third Con- 
gresses, be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on Railroads. 


Mr. CONOVER. I offer the following order: 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Turner Merritt be taken from the files of | 
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

There has been an adverse report in the case, but there is some addi- 
tional evidence, which I now offer with the order. 

The order was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMB, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of William W. Spiers be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Ordered, That the papers in the claim of Alexander Repine be withdrawn from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

CLERICAL FORCE, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer the following resolution and ask for its 
present consideration ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations be, and it is hereby, instructed 
to report as soon as may be a bill making adequate provision for the employment 
of such additional clerical force in the Pen-ion Office and in the office of the Sur- 


geon-General as shall be necessary to accomplish —— the necessary exami- 
nation and reports in those offices in connection with applications for pensions. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Does the resolution positively in- 
struct the committee or is it a resolution merely referring the subject 
to the Committee on Appropriations? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It instructs the committee to bring inabill. We 
can pass the bill or not after it is brought in. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand that part of it very 
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| standard of fineness as the larger coin; and following the 





well, but I have a word to say on the subject of instruction to the 
comnittee. I think the resolution might as well be printed and go 
over until to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall try to call it up to-morrow, Mr. President, 
and see who is the friend of the soldier, if he has any friend here, 

COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired, and the 

Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumes the consideration of | 


speedy adoption of a gold standard. 





the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the standard 
silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character, upon which the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. EaTon ] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I ask the Senator from Connecticut to yield to 
me for a moment to make a statement in reference to an interruption 
that I made yesterday of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. BAYARD. ] | 

Mr. EATON. With great pleasure. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Yesterday, Mr. President, T understood the | 
Senator from Delaware who addressed the Senate to make a state- | 
ment respecting recent legislative action in the republic of France 
prohibiting the absolute coinage of the silver five-frane piece. I 
questioned the accuracy of that statement and inquired of the Sena- 
tor if he felt quite sure that it extended any further than a prohibi- 
tion against the coinage of the five-franc piece on private account ; 
and I understood him to say that it was an absolute prohibition not 
only on private account but on public account. I now wish to call | 
the attention of the Senate and of that Senator especially to the au- 
thority which I had in my mind for raising the question which I took 
the liberty of doing. I hold in my hand the London Economist of 
January 19, 187s, the latest number of that periodical which has ap- 
peared in this country, and which is regarded, I believe,as very high 
authority on questions of that character, and on the sixty-sixth page | 
I find the following statement which I suppose refers to the matter 
in controversy. Itis in an article under the head of “ Foreign corre- 
spondence—F rance—from our own correspondent,” and dated in Paris | 
the 17th of January: 

In the senate on Saturday the minister of finance laid on the table a bill to pro- 
long the right of the government to limit or suspend the coinage of silver five-franc 
—— for private individuals. The law was voted in August, 1876, and would 
ave expired at the end of the present month. It is very probable that had the | 
expiration of the law escaped the attention of the minister the silver deposited at | 
the Bank of France would have been immediately sent in to the mint for coinage | 
before the government could obtain an extension of the law from the chambers. 

So that, on the authority of this paper, I was right in stating my 
belief that the matter referred to was simply a suspension of the right 
of individuals to have coined at the French mint silver bullion into 
live-frane pieces for their benefit. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, in 1865, I believe, at the time the 
so-called Latin union for monetary purposes was formed between the 
states of France, Belgium, Italy, and Switzerland, and in which 
Greece I believe was afterward included, the French government 
called in all its subsidiary coin that had theretofore borne the same 
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course of 


the Government of the United States under the act of IR it 
based this subsidiary coin about 6 percent. in order that it should | , 
retained in circulation, and that of course was coined only on sore 
ment account. No private citizen could bring his bullion to the n ‘ 
and have it stamped at a false value or have it gain by the ry 
ment’s stamp, because the exercise of the public authority in decla; 
ing the value of the subsidiary coin positively was of course fo; the 
public benetit, and not for private benefit. But in 1567, whey 1); 
union was formed, one of the stipulations, as I understand, betwee, 
those governments parties to this treaty was that year by year tho 
commissioners of the several governments meeting in council should 
settle how much of silver, legal-tender silver at the rate of 151 y, 
cent. of silver to 1 of gold, should be put in circulation and coined 
sach member of that confederacy. 

So that if France had the power of coining legal-tender five-fraye 
pieces limited by treaty stipulation, it was impossible that her 


govern 


is 


per 
by 


| mints should be opened to free coinage for private purposes; and to 


say that an unlimited coinage and a free coinage of silver existed jy 
France since the formation of the Latin union would be in the face 
of the stipulations of that union itself, because each member of it was 
limited to a certain amount of silver. And let me say that Belginiy 
in the last year, although authorized to issue a certain number of 
millions of francs, did not do so, becanse they knew that unless they 
controlled the emission of their silver, it being cheaper relatively 
than gold, it would drive the gold out of circulation, and therefoy, 
they would not let silver pass into circulation with the gold. 

Now, the date of the honorable Senator’s information, | think, was 


| the 19th of January. The extract which I read in answer recited a 


telegraphic dispatch dated in Paris the 29th of January. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. That refers to the passage of the bill of which 
this refers to the introduction. 

Mr. BAYARD. I will read it precisely. It will speak for itself. 4 
telegraphic dispatch of January 29, from Paris, says : 

The senate on Monday unanimously approved the bill renewing the temporary 
suspension of the obligation of the French mint to coin any silver taken thither 
During the discussion, M. Léon Say, minister of finance, said that the measure 
was made necessary by the American situation, international commerce with | 
dia, and the condition of the German money market, and that the Latin monetary 
standard would have to be discussed and settled hereafter. In this view M. De 
Parien, the eminent statesman and senator from Cantal, agreed, while urging the 

You will observe the first line of tnis dispatch is, “renewing the 
temporary suspension of the obligation of the French mint to coin 
any silver taken thither.” 

Mr. ALLISON. Taken thither by whom? 

Mr. BAYARD. Taken thither by any one. Therefore I said that 
there was no free coinage in France, and that to-day the gold coinage 


| of France could not be continued nor their gold keep in circulation 


if they did not regulate the supply of silver in opposition to it; and 
I may say that France has been saved from the troubles consequent 


| upon this false adjustment of relative values of the two metals by 
| remaining ona paper basis. That paper basis was removed on the 


Ist of January, 1578, and the last three weeks in that country have been 
prolific of trouble to them on this account, so that they are resorting to 
an enormous depletion and reduction of their paper money, I believe to 


| the amount of five hundred million francs, $100,000,000; and why? 


It is because they propose to bring as little into competition with 
their gold, at the rates at which they have undervalued it, as possible, 
for it will be found in vain, Latin union or no Latin union, monarchy 
or republic, democracy or empire; it matters not; the people of a 
country will never use the dearer money when they can obtain the 
cheaper; and unless, in setting the two currencies afloat, their rel- 
ative bullion value in the markets of the world shall be observed, no 
union and no law and no form of governmeut can escape the inevita- 
ble result: they will lose the money which has been undervalued. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President ; 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Just a moment longer, with the permission of 
the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. EATON. I will yield for a moment. It was to be but fora 
moment originally, but it has gone on fifteen minutes. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Mr. President, I had no controversy with the 


| Senator from Delaware upon the question whether there was or was 
not free coinage in France. The statement he made was that a! 


coinage of silver five-frane pieces had been prohibited by a recent 


| enactment. I questioned the accuracy of that statement and said 


that it was limited to coinage on private account. In reply to that 
he read the telegram which he has repeated to-day, and which I had 


| previously seen in the public newspapers, and which implies just 


what this statement in the London Economist expresses, and that's 
that it prohibits the coinage only of bullion that is taken to the miut 
by some person and not bullion ordered to be coined by the govern- 
ment. 

There has been no free coinage in France since the agreement he- 
tween the members of the Latin union to limit respectively the amount 
which should be coined by each nation. That is fixed by treaty or 
agreement, is fixed for each year, and under that the governm 
pledges itself neither to coinmor to permit coining beyond the amoun 
allotted to each member of the union. In order to carry out the st ip- 
ulations of that agreement, the French government have 4 — = 
force prohibiting individuals from going to the mint and demanding 
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in. eoinage of their ballion, and that isa temporary law which would 
os . ex yred according to this statement in the Economist next 
ee : a in order to prevent the restoration of that law author- 
nae ie coinage in behalf of individuals from interfering with their 
nt lirations as members of the Latin union, this bill was introduced 
i a French senate as stated by this correspondent in the paper of 
a 19th of January ; and itisnodoubt the same law which the Sena- 
a telegram announces the passage of, and is contined, and 80 stated, 
to the prohibition of the coinage of silver five-franc pieces for private 
individuals. : a ‘ : +3 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, if it be in order, I desire to offer an 
amendment to the bill before I proceed to its discussion. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ; The amendment will be received. 

Mr. EATON. I gave notice many days since that I would at a 
proper time offer an amendment regulating the value of the coin 
contemplated by the bill; and consequently, following what I regard 
as my constitational duty, equalizing its value with other well- 
known coins of the country, I the more desire to offer the amendment 
and the more desire its adoption, because while with my honorable 
friend from Delaware (Mr. Bayarp] I will vote for the amendment 
of the honorable Senator from Iowa (Mr. ALLISON] looking toward 


an international meeting on the silver question, I will not as, if I | 


understand him, he does, await the action of any such congress. 
Under the Constitution of the United States it becomes my duty 
when I consent to a new coinage to “regulate the value” of that 
coinage. I have no great confidence that such a meeting or con- 
gress, however wise may be its members, can equalize the values of 
metals. Commerce and the judgment of the world through its ac- 
knowledyed financial agents, can only determine the relative value 
of gold and silver. Therefore, as I best can with the lights before 
me, I propose to now do it by the amendment which I shall have the 
onor to offer. 

: To-day 4544 grains of standard silver equalize in value the gold 
nnit of the United States of one dollar. Undoubtedly giving the 
Government stamp to silver will appreciate its value somewhat. The 
trade-dollar of 420 grains sells in the market now from ninety-five to 
nivety-seven cents. I would make coin which shall be worth one hun- 
dred cents. Under my constitutional oath I would do it now. Iwould 
not wait for the action of a congress of nations, from which I expect 
but little. Great Britain now has in circulation $100,000,000 in silver. 
That silver performs its duty forty times a year by the estimate of the 
shrewdest business men of Great Britain. Therefore the volume of 
business on that $100,000,000 of silver is $4,000,000,000. In my judg- 
ment Great Britain establishes the value of her own coin regardless 
of the opinion of a congress for that purpose. 

Sir, for our own purposes now, I would so regulate this coin that 
it should be worth one hundred cents in gold, and under my oath—I 
answer for myself alone—I can vote for no other coin. It is a part 
of my duty when I make a coin to regulate its value. Believing that 
the Government stamp will appreciate the value of the bullion, 
I would have it contain 440 grains, allowing therefor 14} grains 
for appreciation; and I move, if I am in order, to strike out the 
words “ 412} grains” or any other figures that may be in the bill, and 
insert in lieu thereof “ 440 grains.” 

rhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be noted. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, the bill now before the Senate as pro- 
posed to be amended by the Committee on Finance of this body is, 
in my judgment, defective, faulty, and should not receive the assent 
of the Federal Legislature. ‘The advocates of the remonetization of 
“the silver dollar of the fathers,” as it is fondly called, assign just 
two reasons in behalf of their claim for favorable action at the hands 
of the Senate, namely: 

First. That there should be a bimetallic standard; that both gold 
and silver should be regarded as equal factors in all the business re- 
lations of the Government and people of the United States. 

Second. That silver being a large and unquestionably valuable 
production of the United States, it should receive the stamp of Gov- 
ernment authority, and by such act the Government would greatly 
relieve the pecuniary distress which now undeniably envelopes the 
people of all the States of the Union. 

Now, sir, are these claims true? First, is the assertion that there can 
be a double standard of value, two units, sustained by the commercial 
experience of the civilized world? In the course of my remarks I 
shall address myself to this question and solicit the attention of those 
Senators who do me the honor to listen to me. Second, is there any 
foundation, in fact, for the claim that the additional coinage of that 
almost mythical token, “the loved dollar of the fathers,” to the full 
capacity of the mints of the country, four millions per month, would 


of the States now suffer? 


An intelligent discussion of these two claims demands in my judg 

ment a full investigation into the financial condition of the country, 

~ causes which have produced the present lamentable situation in 
1e 


legislation is necessary to remedy the same. 
_ Mr. I resident, catch terms “dollar of the daddies,” violent adject- 
Ives can have no weight in a discussion of this character. We are 


here the representatives of the States, to take care of the interests of 
the people 


That legislation which sustains aud maintains the high honor of the 
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monetary affairs of the people of the country, and what course of | 


of the States in their federative and individual capacity. | 


United States, and such only, will receive the intelligent assent of 
the people of every section of this country. Such financial legisla- 
tion as will satisfy the educated and intelligent minds of Kentucky, 
Georgia, and Ohio (and by this term I mean the thoughtful, well- 
considered opinion of the people of those States) will satisfy the edu- 
cated opinion of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New York; and for 


| this simple reason, that such legislation as protects the financial rights 


and interests of New York and New England will necessarily protect 
the rights and interests of the people of every other section of this 
country. 


Bat, sir, high over all and above all, the intelligent, thinking, re- 


flecting people of the United States demand the maintenance of pub- 


lic faith, the upholding of the Federal honor; and that man, that 


| statesman, will terribly fail who permits the clamor of unthinking 


demagogues and unretlecting partisans to form his rule of action in 
dealing with the vast and imperious question of public faith. 

Mr. President, in proceeding to the discussion of the important 
question of regulating the finances of this country, I beg to be un- 
derstood by the Senate and by the country that in no sense do I 
stand as a partisan, and I shall not advance for the consideration of 
the Senate and the country any principles partisan or political in 
their character. ‘Therefore, I may well say that this problem of the 
currency, this question of the finances of a great country, should 
never be forced into the arena of politics to become a foot-ball to be 
kicked about at the mercy of partisans aud demagogues. It is based 
upon the science of political economy, having for its guide the wide 
commercial experience of all peoples engaged in the production and 
exchange of commodities necessary to the existence and luxuries of 
mankind. And there ought not to be among intelligent minds any 
ditference of opinion as to what should be established as the founda- 
tion upon which to erect the extended operations of the commerce of 
the world. I venture to say that I shall not be contradicted by any 
man of intelligence and character when I assert that nowhere else 
in the civilized world, if the United States is to be made the excep- 
tion, is there to-day any doubt upon the subject. Propound the 
question to the statesmen and financiers of Great Britain, of France, 
of Germany, of Holland, *‘ What shall be the basis of your commer- 
cial operations, the pivot upon which move and turn all of your 
varied and manifold industries?” The uniform answer from all those 
countries will be “It is not an open question; it has been settled by 
the experience of a hundred years; and the man and the financier 
who would seek to disturb what is so thoroughly established would 
be regarded as a lunatic or a fool. There can be but one basis, the 
precious metals.” Such would be their answer. 

Again, hard money, gold and silver, is the currency of the Consti- 
tution of the United States. I find no power in that instrument—I 
speak with great deference before the honorable Senator from Illinois, 
{ Mr. Davis }—which authorizes Congress to issue either redeemable or 
irredeemable “‘ promises to pay.” That body, by the terms of the 
organic law, cau, and that only, “ coin money and regulate the value 
thereof.” Iam aware that, under the pressure of our terrible civil 
conflict, the Administration then in the control of the Government 
thought it to be necessary to issue several hundred millions of paper 
promises to pay, legal-tender notes, so called,and declared that these 
bits of paper should be good to discharge any or all the indebtedness 
then existing between the citizens of the United States. Sir, so per- 
tinent and proper are the words of another upon this point that I 
quote from the pen of a distinguished citizen of New York: 


At an early stage in our civil war the majority in Congress, then occupying the 
place and function of the supreme legislative power in the country, assumed for 
themselves * the divine right of governing wrong,” not only in the face of a sound 
political science but in the face of those immutable moral laws not one jot or tittle 
of which, as the great Teacher of Galilee has told us, shall fail among men, even 
thongh the heaven and the earth may = away. In declaring printed bits of 
paper, in themselves intrinsically worthless, a legal tender for debts between man 
and man, they offended against truth by offering “ the unclean incense of a lie” in 
the high places of the land. By making these bits of worthless paper a legal tender 
for debts contracted before the possibility of such fraudulent device had ever 
entered the thoughts of men among us, they sinned equally and at once against 
reason, justice, and the Constitution. Against reason, for the very monstrosity of 
the measure has made it exceptional among the nations of the world ; against justice, 
for by it honest debts were partially repudiated ; against the letter of the Consti- 
tution which forbids ex post facto laws, and which in giving to Congress the power 
“to coin money and regulate the value thereof" plainly pointed to the precious 
metals alone. The iniquity of this measure was oleate seen and frankly acknowl- 
edged at the time of its enactment. The apology offered for it was that considera 
tions of reason, justice, and law must be postponed to considerations of an imme- 
diate expediency. 


Mr. President, I unhesitatingly assert that for the eighty years fol- 
lowing the adoption of the Constitution no eminent public man, no 


; | jurist can be named who claimed any such power as that which has 
in the least degree tend to remedy the evils under which the people | 


been asserted by the present Supreme Court of the United States. 


| While as citizens of the United States we yield to the decision of the 
| present Supreme Court and admit that for the time it has the full 


force of the pronounced law, so manifestly erroneous, however, is the 
action of that tribunal that no intelligent man will surrender to it 
his constitutional convictions, and I shall not, in the position with 


| which Connecticut-has honored me, govern my action by an opinion 


which in my deliberate judgment is so obnoxious to reason, to justice, 
and to the Constitution. 

Mr. President, while I deny the constitutional power of Congress 
to issue “ paper money ” I recognize the fact, and I d» not propose 


| to wage useless and foolish war against the former action of Con- 
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gress. Quixotic opposition to the system of paper forced on the 
conutry by the late terrible civil war would be as foolish as the cam- 
paign of Cervantes’s knight against the windmills. They are here ; 
the law is on the book ; the paper is issued ; it is in the form of legal- 
tender notes; it is in the form of national-bank notes. It is a fixed 
fact, and we must deal with that fact. And, sir, assuming the whole 
burden laid upon the industries of the people, wise, prudent, and 
sagacions statesmanship would seek to relieve them so far as legisla- 
tive action can have that effect. 

In 1860 the public debt of the United States, of all the States, of 
all the municipal bodies of the several States, of all the railroad and 
other corporate bodies, was considerably less than one thousand mill- 
ion dollars. To-day the indebtedness of the above-named communi- 
ties and corporations is estimated, and probably underestimated, at 
six thousand million dollars. I presume it is seven, but for the pur- 
poses of my argument I call it six thousand million. Thus we per- 
ccive that by the actual results of the late contlict and the mode 
adopted to prosecute it to a successful conclusion, five thousand mill- 
ion dollars was added to the debt of the people of the country in 
their above-named capacities. The people are annually taxed to pay 
the expenses of the Federal Government alone the sum of $300,000,- 
000, one hundred million of which is required for interest on the Fed- 
eral debt, and it should not be forgotten, Senators, that a portion of 
this taxation, and properly, because they are a portion of the coun- 
try, falls upon the people of the Southern States, who by the waste 
of war suffered to an extent perhaps greater in a pecuniary sense 
than ever before was inflicted upon a people. The absolute waste of 
war in the destraction of southern property can hardly be estimated, 
but | have never heard a well-informed man place the figures at less 
than four thousand million dollars. 

las the financial legislation of the country been prudent and wise, 
taking into consideration the condition of the material interests of the 
people, North andSouth? Laver thatithasnot. It has beeneminently 
unwise. Ithas permitted and urged aspirit of inflation which isruinous 
and dangerons to the common welfare of the people of the whole coun- 
try, Kast and West, North and South. Sir, when retrenchment ought to 
have been demanded aud insisted upon by Federal legislation, new 
projects were started, new public works undertaken, new offices cre- 
ated, and therefore new burdens added to an already overtaxed 
people. Following the unwise lead of Federal legislation, the States, 
the municipalities in the States, its creatures, corporate bodies, were 
equally unwise, Sir, the inevitable result was acrash. It has come; 
itis upon us. Inflated values in railroad stocks, in nearly all securi- 
ties, in the savings and trust societies, in the manufacturing estab- 
lishuents of the East, in the landed property of the West, have got 
to, or are rapidly going, to use a common expression, to * hard pan,” 
and the quicker we get there the better. The quicker we strike “ hard 
pan,” to use that expression, the better for the people of the country 
uid its institutions. It was a necessity of the unwisdom of past 
financial legislation, and this “inevitable” must be met as it best 
may be. I hope, pray, and trast that the wise statesmen and finan- 
ciers of the United States will meet this emergency as the statesmen 
and financiers of France met the terrible situation into which that 
country was hurled by her late Germanic conflict. 

Sir, France passed through one of the most disastrous wars known 
in history. Her monarch a prisoner, her armies defeated and cap- 
tured, her strongholds in the hands of her enemies as pledges, and 
two of her richest provinces torn from her bosom by the iron grasp 
of the German, compelled to pay tive thousand million francs as a 
war indemnity, what course was pursued by the men in charge of the 
material interests of France? Mr. President, let the Senate under- 
stand; let them remember—they do understand—no more assignats, 
no irredeemable promises to pay, no inflation; but with their eyes 
steadfastly tixed on the money of the world, the wise men of France 
faced the inevitable, and in less than four short years the paper of 
the Bank of France was redeemed in gold on the demand of the 
holder. Let the statesmen of the United States heed the lesson and no 
longer lag by the wayside involved in the meshes of pernicious finan- 
cial legislation, 

Having as briefly as possible called the attention of the Senate to 
the cause and the amount of the indebtedness of the country, Lnow 
propose to offer as succinctly as may be my opinion as to whether 
there is now in the possession of the people of the United States, or 
subject to their oniee, whenever value received in labor, merchan- 
dise, or the products of the earth is offered therefor, a sufficiency of 
coin and currency for the transaction of all the business of the 
United States. That I may make myself intelligible to the Senate 
and the country and base myself on a foundation of what I believe 
to be true and sound common sense, I shall submit to the country 
statements as to the business of Great Britain and of the United 
States, and also a comparison of the business of the United States 
from 1856 to 1860 and 1876 and 1°77, and the amount of coin and 
currency used in the transaction thereof respectively. 

But first, a word to my honorable friend the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Beck.] In a speech delivered in this body on the 10th 
of January, the honorable Senator from Kentucky said: 

Gentlemen aay there is plenty of money in the country. Of course thereis. There 
is ne safe man who dares borrow it; henee the enforced idleness of thousands of 
our most intelligent and industrious Jaborers ; hence the suffering of the people. 
Nobody can go into any business to-day with any expectation of making money. A 
man knows if he borrows $10,000 to«lay and gives a mortgage on bis farm worth 
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$29,000, the chances are that at the end of the year the creditor ; an har 
210,000 back by the sale of the twenty-thousand dollar farm omnes 2 nee tie 
into business, and hence money is idle, because all the uses of it are dr 1 oT 
is the condition we are in now, and it is because a repeal of the « - ~ 
laws as to silver woul. give at least partial relief that | propose to we ; 
looking in that direction, whether I like all its provisions or not. 

But I must hurry on. 











Mr. President, has not the Senator from Kentucky already hurried 
himself beyond the hope of any redemption from his financia) p an 
tory by any aid that he might receive from the “silver dollar of the 
fathers” or the “ mint-drops” of Benton and Jackson? What he * 
tered is undeniably true; no just man, no truthfal man, wil] de; ¥ it: 









Gentlemen say there is plenty of money in the country. Of course ther: 


Perhaps before the close of the debate the honorable Senator fro 
Kentucky will be kind enough to inform us in what particular tho 
coining of silver dollars will afford relief to a people now confessedly 
in distress, who are, as he says, afraid to borrow money of their neiv})- 
bors who have plenty to lend on the security of the twenty-thousand- 
dollar farm. Does the owner of this twenty-thousand-dollar fari ex. 
pect to borrow the silver money which his neighbor will hold iy ex. 
change for the paper which he now holdsand give security on his farm? 
Would he not lose the title to his real estate as readily and as quickly 
if he mortgaged it for silver as for paper? And perhaps the honoralle 
Senator will also have the kindness to inform the Senate and the coun- 
try how the people are to get possession of the loved ninety-cent “dol. 
lar of the fathers,” even were the capacities of the mints of the couy- 
try so increased that $100,000,000 could be coined in a month, uyless 
by giving therefor to the Treasury of the United States either gold 
coin, legal-tender notes, or notes of the national banks, so called. | 
yause for a reply. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I think I can answer the Senator: at 
least I can give him my view of it. I stated in that speech, and | 
repeat, that there is plenty of money in the country -—— 

Mr. EATON. If the Senator will pardon me, I do not want to hear 
all about that. What I suggested was that I would pause for a reply 
to a certain question, and 1 will state it again. I do not want a 
speech interjected into mine about anything else except what I ask 
for. If the gentleman will attend to that point, I shall be glad to 
hear him, but otherwise not. I will repeat my question. Perhaps 
the honorable Senator will also have the kindness to inform the Sen- 
ate and the country how the people are to get possession of the loved 
ninety-cent “ dollar of the fathers,” even were the capacities of th 
mints of the United States so increased that $100,000,000 could be 
coined in a month, unless by giving therefor to the Treasury of the 
United States either gold coin, legal-tender notes, notes of the na- 
tional banks, so called? I pause for a reply to that. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I must be allowed to auswer in my own 
way—— 

Mr. EATON. Not by me. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BECK. I must answer 

Mr. EATON. No;-I beg your pardon. If the gentleman chooses 
to reply to that question he is at liberty to doit; but he is not at 
liberty, with my permission, to go back and repeat his speech. He 
can take another day for that, and I shall be delighted to hear him. 
It will be all he will want to do inaday. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BECK. Ido not propose to answer in the way dictated by the 
Senator from Connecticut. I aim obliged to answer in my own way 
or not to answer at all. 

Mr. EATON. Very well. 

Mr. BECK. Now my answer is this; I am ready to give it, and I 
will give it clearly and distinctly to that proposition : that the indus- 
tries of the country have been so depressed by the forced resumption 
act and by appreciating the price of gold and depreciating the price 
of property, and the continued fall of everything that a man touches 
except the bondholder, that no business can be conducted and no 
mau can go into business and make anything. That is growing out 
of the distress of the country. If, however, that appreciation of gold 
is stopped and the business of the country is allowed to revive, then 
the ee money will be obtained from the Treasury by men who are 
engaged in those industries; it cannot be obtained otherwise. 

Mr. EATON. If that is an answer and the gentleman is satisfied 
with it, 1 hope his constituents will be. [Laughter.] Mine would not 
be. But, Mr, President, in this little admission of the honorable Seua- 
tor from Kentucky lies the whole marrow and pith of the great ques- 
tion now under consideration by this Senate—the whole of it: 


Gentlemen say there is plenty of money in the country. Of course there is. 


Ah,is itso? If it be truae—and it is true; the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky avers it to be true and I will so establish the fact that 
there shall be no doubter, no carper—I ask, in the name of common 
sense, which I trust has not entirely departed from among us, 10 the 
name of common honesty which I believe yet governs in the affairs 
and minds of my fellow-countrymen, what effect would the repeal of 
the coinage law have in operating to the relief of the community 
which now has over two hundred million more dollars than it either 
can or dare use? That is the point. I will not object to the rep al 
of the coinage law; I recognize silver as one of the constitutional 
metals from which Congress may “ coin money and regulate the \ alue 
thereof.” Ay, Mr. President, “ regulate the value thereof, ard by 
and by I will make farther suggestions as to this clause in the Cov- 
stitution. 














































































































| said that I would prove or endeavor to prove beyond a doubt that 
shere was money enough in the country to carry on the business of 
the country. Should I be able to do so, then the addition of silver | 
coin, supposing the capacity of the mints of the t nited States to be | 
{our millions per month, in two years might result in our hav ing one | 
jundred million silver dollars in circulation among the people. ‘I hat 
to me would be a subject of rejoicing because it cannot be placed in 
circulation at all except by the withdrawal or forcing out of cir- 
culation of $100,000,000 of “paper promises to pay, issued in my 
indgment in violation of the Constitution, and for the plain reason | 
that on the Ist day of January, 1678, there was coin in circulation 
and awaiting circulation, greenbacks and national-bank notes in cir- 
culation and awaiting circulation, greatly in excess of the require- 
ments of the people of the United States. 


Now, Mr. President, I proceed to show what was the amount of | the mind of the political economist and the business man alike ought 


coin and the amount of currency in circulation and awaiting circula- | 
tion on the Ist day of January, 1878: 


Legal-tender notes.....-- oiasantlhses eek ile esl ed pi sities - $349, 943,776 00 | 


Fractional currency ..----.------- Seen cecces cocce - 17,764,108 90 
ede CHU ccunniae wean theiatiened dwn Kbapes danas - 38,056,820 22 
Gold coin, (estimated) ... 00 .--. eens eoeee .cenmene 40, 000, 000 00 
National-bank NOteS 2.000 cccccs conc ccccce cece cece $21, 672,505 00 


Making in all ..........-. Rite ieeiaen iad 767, 437,210 12 


More than $767,000,000 with which to transact the business of the 


7 ple of the United States! At the present rate of gold there would | 


eon a gold basis—and I desire the Senate to notice it—more than 


750,000,000 of purchasing power. Ah! indeed, sir, well may my hon- | 


orable friend from Kentucky say “there is money enough.” 

Lut, sir, this does not by any means state the case particularly 
enough. I have said that there are in the hands of the people of the 
United States for the transaction of their business gold and silver 
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| Think of it for one moment! It is the credit of that wonderful 


| markets of the world, are to-day, this very day, performed on a coin 
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and coin, to transact the business of Great Britain twenty days. 











people, based as itis upon her single standard of gold, that gives her 
the supremacy among all the nations of the earth. 

With a commerce larger than all the rest of Europe combined, a 
shipping interest in numbers and tonnage nearly half of all employed 
by the civilized nations of the earth, with a business exceeding that 
of the United States in the proportion of more than 4 to 1, yet, Mr. 
President, all the transactions of this wonderful people, all their 
ramified business, all their money exchanges, which control the money 








basis of $40,000,000 and a paper issue of $227,220,175, a little over 


$700,000,000. Seven hundred and seven million dollars control and 
govern the world, and yet in the face of this great fact, which to 







to be conclusive of the question, honorable Senators urge an increase 
in the circulating medium of the United States with great earnest- 
ness and doubtless from the purest motives. Sure I am, sir, that my 
| honorable friends will not deem it offensive when I say that they in 
their very earnestness, in their very great desire to improve the con- 
dition of the people whom they represent, ignore and trample under 
foot those common-sense principles of finance which absolutely con- 
trol the commerce of the world. 

It is proper to state in this connection that it is estimated, and I 
presume with entire correctness, that 95 per cent. of the transactions 
of Great Britain are performed by meansof bills of exchange, checks, 
and drafts, and but 92 per cent. of the business of the United States 
| is so transacted, as I have already stated; also that the territory 
| of the British Islands in comparison with the United States is small; 
consequently her population is more compact, and, therefore, less 
| actual money is needed in the daily business of her people than is 
required by the people of the United States. Undoubtedly that is 
true, so far as one-half of our people are concerned, but not to a 































coin, legal-tender notes, fractional currency, and notes of national 
banks of the purchasing power of more than $750,000,000 in gold. 
But more than 92 per cent. of the business of the people of the 
United States is transacted without the payment of one dollar either 
in coin or currency, whether a ninety-cent dollar or a hundred-cent 
dollar. Therefore, in truth and in fact, for the transaction of barely 
* per cent.—mark it, Senators—for the transaction of barely 8 per 
cent. of the business of the people of the United States, there is in 
hand the vast amount of purchasing power of more than $750,000,000 
in gold. More than 92 per cent. of the business of the country is 
performed by the use of bills of credit and the various media of ex- 
change without the intervention of one dollar in coin or currency, as 
] have observed. 

There are in the savings-banks of New Jersey, New York, and New 
‘nyland, eight States, to-day, this day, more than $125,000,000 in 
gal-tender notes and national-bank notes, lying absolutely idle— 
absolutely idle, seeking employment. To-day, sir, in the city of New 
York alone, outside of her savings institutions, $50,000,000 are idle in 
the market ; in Boston, $20,000,000; in the State of Connecticut more 
than $30,000,000, I do not speak of Providence, Rhode Island, one of 
the great money centers of the country, nor of Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Maine, or Massachusetts. Verily there is money enough. 

Now, Mr. President, I propose to compare the business of the British 
islands with that of the United States, and ask the attention of Sen- 
ators, as in my judgment a mere statement of the facts will be de- 
structive to the illusion that the people of the United States require 
for the transaction of their business more coin or currency its repre- 
sentative. Great Britain is by far the greatest commercial and 
manufacturing country in the community of nations. She is truly to- 
day the commercial mistress of the seas. Her chief city is the great 
money center of the world. The price of stocks and bonds in her 
exchange determines their value in the marts of the world. Her 
great manufacturing centers fix the price of every article exported 
from the United States. The traveler on the continent of Europe 
with notes of the Bank of England in his pocket can command there- 
for a premium in exchange for gold. A Bank of England note in any 
andall capital cities and commercial centers of the continent of Europe 
commands a premium in the gold of that capital or that country. 
Every man knows it who has been in Europe; every man knows it 
who reads with regard to these matters. 

And why? Why is this trae? Because, for more than sixty years 
her statesmen and financiers. have unfalteringly and unflinchingly 
maintained the financial theory which the experience of two hun- 





dred years determined to be true, to wit, that the precious metals | order or good government. 1 assert, and I defy contradiction here or 


constitute the only safe basis for the currency of a people, and gold 


is the chiefest thereof. On this subject in Great Britain there is | than $300,000,000 of coin and currency afloat in the hands of the peo- 
scarcely a diversity of opinion among her statesmen, her financiers, | ple and awaiting employment at their hands in excess—mark the ex- 
a her merchants. She has for | pression—in excess of the amount so in hand and awaiting circula- 
sixty years held fast to the faith and has proved it to be true. Gold, | tion on the 1st day of any January in any year before the great civil 
and gold only, is the standard of the world. The single standard of | conflict. 
gold for more than sixty years has controlled the financial theory of Has there been any increase of business to warrant it? The amount 
Great Britain, and through her has formed the commercial basis of | of circulating medium, gold, silver, and bank-notes, for ten years 
the whole world. Talk about a donble standard! The magnitude | previous to the war varied from $250,000,000 to $475,000,000, It never 
of the commercial, manufacturing, and financial operations of Great 
Britain seems almost incredible. I hardly dare state it on this floor; | of coin and paper the entire business of the country was transacted 
but it is more than $100,000,000,000 every year. There is not gold | with the greatest ease. And let it be remembered by Senators that 
world, coined and uncoined, in bars | the mercantile marine of the United States was greater in the num- 


her manufacturers, her bankers, an 


aud silver enough in the whole 





greater extent than half; and it will be remembered that the volume 
of her business is four times greater than that of the United States. 

Now, sir, can any reflecting mind believe, with these facts before 
him, that the Senator from Kentucky erred in the slightest degree 
when he said there is money enough in the country for the needs of 
the people of the country ? 

Mr. BECK. I did not state it that strongly. I did not say “enough 
for the needs of the people of the country.” 

Mr. EATON. I did not pretend to quote exactly; but I can quote 
exactly. My friend said this—I read from his speech : 












Gentlemen say there is plenty of money in the country. Of course there is. 





Well, of course if there is, there is plenty of money, there is enough 
for the needs of the people of the country. 

Mr. BECK. Now, Mr. President, 1 hope the gentleman will not try 
to misqnote me. 

Mr. EATON. I certainly will not. 

Mr. BECK. I said there was plenty of idle money, because the 
more idle people there are the more idle money there is ; and it is be- 
cause people are not allowed to work and are starving and begging, 
instead of making money, that money is lying idle, because no man 
dare borrow it, because no man can make any money out of it when 
he does borrow it. That is what I said, and I have a telegram here 
from New York, in the papers of this morning, about ten lines long 
showing it to-day. I will read it: 










New York, February 4. 

If aid does not come soon to the starving poor of Hoboken, many will perish of 
starvation. Thereare five hundred and ninety-six destitute families, with a total of 
two thousand six hundred and cighty-two souls, entirely dependent upon charity 
for support. Poormaster Lewis says he knows of forty famiiesin the Third ward, 
only two heads of which have employment, and that for only three days a week at 
eighty-five cents per day. 

Mr. EATON. Enough of that. 

Mr. BECK. If these people could work, there would be no idle 
money. 

Mr. EATON. How many silver dollars at ninety cents to the one 
hundred would it take to relieve those people when they cannot get 
any of them? That is a conundrum the gentleman can answer if he 
pleases. 

Mr. BECK. It is a conundrum, but I will not interrupt the Sena- 
tor. I will wait until he is through, and then I will explain. 

Mr. EATON. I now desire to show the Senate and the country by 
a comparison with ourselves that this cry of more coin, more cur- 
rency, is a crime against the people and not in the interest of good 

















elsewhere, that on the Ist day of January, 1878, there were more 










for any year exceeded the last-inentioned amount. On this amount 
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ber of ships and I think also in tonnage than that of Great Britain | 
in the year 1560, while now, alas, our flag is virtually driven from the | 
seas, and Great Britain, France, Germany, Holland, and the free | 
cities control the carrying trade of the world. I mention the un- 
pleasant and dishonoring fact simply to show that the $75,000,000 or | 
$100,000,000 then in use and necessary for that industry alone has | 
been diverted to other business. 1] agree that other important indus- | 
tries have been increased, but not in such immense volume as the | 
shipping interest has decreased. 

Thus the Senate will see that the entire business of the country was 
performed for the ten years before the war on a circulating medium | 
averaging not more than $350,000,000, but a good deal less; I call it | 
for the purposes of my argument $350,000,000; while on the Ist day | 
of January, 1278, the amount was more than doubled, more than | 
$760,000,000; and yet because of a change of values, which follows 
inflation as certainly as night follows the day, because of commercial 
and financial troubles that follow a violation of the laws of trade as 
physical pain follows a violation of the laws of nature, these new 
doctors of the financial body-politic ery, like the daughter of the 
horse-leech, “ Give, give, more coin, more currency.” 

Now, Mr. President, unless I am greatly mistaken I have sneceeded 
in showing to the Senate and the coantry beyond successful contra- 
diction that there is to-day more coin and currency in circulation 
than the legitimate business demands of the people of this country 
require. Nor, sir, can there be any doubt of the soundness of that 
principle of political economy which has been announced by all able 
writers on the subject, “that whenever and wherever there is a re- 
dundancy of the circulating medium for the necessary commercial 
and financial purposes of a people, inflation will inevitably ensue; 
property of all descriptions will be pushed to overvaluation; costly 
and unnecessary public and private undertakings will be proceeded 
with, to use the overplus of said medium ;” after which, as one writer 
aptly remarks, the * business sirocco will overtake that people.” Sir, 
the business sirocco has overtaken this people, and the question to- 
day is, How can this people be relieved from their own errors? If 
Congress can perform any proper duty, enact any constitutional laws 
which will effect, or have a tendency that way, an object so necessary 
and desirable, then and at once should Congress move in that direc- 
tion. Honorable Senators say pass this “silver bill” and the people 
will be relieved in a greater or less degree. No Senator has under- 
taken to show in what manner the passage of this bill and the coin- 
age in the course of two years of one hundred million silver dollars 
will effeet the desired object. Perhaps from this sweeping assertion 
my honorable friend the Senator from Kentucky should be excepted. 
Speaking of the law demonetizing “the dollar of the fathers,” the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky says, and J] will quote him accu- 
rately, for 1 have pasted on a sheet of paper this part of his speech: 

Is it not good faith to the people that we should repeal it? I hold my allegiance 
to be good faith to all the people of this country, good faith to the tax-payer; and 
when lam acting in good faith to him I am acting in good faith to all thecreditors 
of the country. But Lnever will seek to perpetuate any law that has broken 


down all industries, contracted the currency of the country, and brought upon us 
the miseries that we now see 


Mr. President, I confess my profound astonishment at language of 
this character used by the Senator from Kentucky. Does be mean 
what he says? Does he mean the country to understand that the 
law leaving the silver dollar out of the coinage “has,” as he says, 
* broken down all the industries of the country and brought upon us 
the miseries we now see?” Is it possible that my honorable friend 
would make an averment of this character on the floor of the Senate 
and send it broadcast over the country ? 

Mr. President, let us look closely into this horrible act of Congress 
which so affected all the industries of forty-five millions of people ; 
Jet us see what was done under this law, what amount of coinage 
there was the loss of which worked such dire eflects upon a great 
and stalwart people. Why, sir, from the organization of the Gov- 
ernment until 1870, for eighty-two long years that the original coin- 
age law was in full operation, just 4,709,495 silver dollars were turned 
out of the mint, not enough coin—mark it, Senators, mark it, my New 
England friends—not enough coined “dollars of the fathers” in 
eighty-two years to form the specie basis required by the law of Con- 
necticut for the banks of that little State in 1540 or 1860, A mere 
statement of the fact is a sufficient answer to this tocsin of alarm 
which was so loudly sounded by the honorable Senator. 

I will not undertake to say how the fact was in Kentucky, but I 
do not believe in the whole blue-grass region from 1840 to 1570, one 
single “dollar of the fathers” could have been found unless per- 
adventure a pocket-piece of that peculiar character had been pre- 
served by some beautifal daughter on account of the death of some 
long-lost friend. Sir, the demonetization of the dollar had no effect 
upon the condition of the people of the United States in 1873. There 
were pone in circulation. The dollar did not form in any sense, either 
extensive or limited, the base or the credit of any corporation or of 
any individual in the United States; and I challenge denial here or 
anywhere. There was not a man that ran a pea-nut stand in the 
United States who based his stand on the silver dollar. There were 
none. Why, sir, “the dollar of the fathers” had gone into the melt- 
ing potof the sons, and it was used in works of adornment, of luxury, 
and of art; and 1 beg to say right here that we have heard enough 
about this “glorious dollar of the fathers.” Let us now have the 
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dollar of the son that weighs something like one hundred cen; 
gold. a 

But, Mr. President, I do not disparage the value of silver 
the two great money metals of the world. I was not a yo ber of 
this body when the law was passed which dropped “ the dollar of ; ‘ 
fathers” out of the coinage of the United States. Perhaps | es i 
not have so voted had | been a member of the Senate in 1k73 7 6 
cline to the opinion that I should have kept silver in the evi \ 
all events, while I have no idea that the coining of one hi 
million or two hundred million silver dollars—and it requires f¢ 
years to mint the last-mentioned sum—would relieve the people ee 
the distress brought upon them by the redundancy of circu) : 
dium during the 'ast dozen years, yet I have no objection 
the experiment. The purchasing power of silver is great 
it is well known what that power is when compared wit 
paper, its representative. 

The other day I ventured to ask a question of the honorable & 
ator from Ohio [Mr. MaTTHEWs] when he was engaged in the dis. 
cussion of his resolution. That is reproduced by the Senator fro 0 
Kentucky with an air of triumph as though the answer to my ques- 
tion by the Senator from Ohio contained matter of importance to the 
consideration of the value of silver. Let me read from the speec . 
the Senator from Kentucky: 


as one of 
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As was well said by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Matrnews} the other dey 
has silver fallen in comparison with? Will it not buy more land, more calico por 
of anything than it ever did before? It isonly in comparison with gold that it ba 
ae aes in comparison with property. But I cannot forbear quoting his own 

“Mr. Eaton. Has it not depreciated in the purchase of every product at } 
and abroad? Can you buy the same amount with the same number of graiy 
silver that you could with the corresponding degree of some other meta! | 

‘Mr. Matrnews. Has the Senator finished his question! 

“Mr. Eaton. I have 

“Mr. Matruews. ThenT anewer, and it can be demonstrated by an impreena 
array of facts, that silver can to-day buy more of every other known p t of 
human labor than it could in July, 1870, gold alone excepted ; lands, houses, stock 
of merchandise, machinery, labor, everything but gold; here, elsewhcre 
in Europe, throughout this whole continent, nowhere, measured by the aver 
price of the general commodities of the world, has silver depreciated the br: 
ofa hair. On the contrary, it has maintained its position. It can buy toda 
land, more houses, more machinery, more calico, more cotton, more everything t 
it could in 1870, the same number of grains of the same standard and fineness 


an 


Sir, the Senator from Ohio did not answer my question, but, like a 
lawyer and a very good one as he doubtless is, he begged the issue 
by dodging the question. The question referred simply to the pur- 
chasing power of silver as compared with gold. The answer of the 
Senator from Ohio admits in its fullness the claim in my question, and 
proceeds to state that silver will to-day purchase more of any article 
of commerce or of the product of human labor than in 1570. Now, I 
assert that the purchasing power of silver to-day is not as great in t! 
United States, in France, in Great Britain, or in Germany as the paper 
currency of those respective countries. Comparison in currencies is 
the true criterion by which to arrive at a correct conclusion, and not 
the assumption of the honorable Senators from Ohio and Keutucky 
that silver will to-day, when values are reduced, purchase more of 
any given product than in 1870. 

But, Mr. President, silver is one of the money metals of the world. 
Tables have been produced here to show that in China and India it 
is the standard money of seven hundred and twenty-five millions of 
people—more than half the people of the world. True, those people 
do not object to silver on account of its weight. They prefer it to 
gold, as most other grown men and women would whose labor com- 
manded less than ten cents a day. Gravely in the Senate of the 
United States has an argument sought to be drawn from the fact that 
seven hundred and twenty-five millions of people prefer silver to gold 
when the wages of their labor are but five or six or eight cents aday. 
They could not have gold. They donot use much silver. I have seen 
their currency. It is brass with a hole in it, put on astring. Their 
standard is silver. But, sir, the standard of commerce, the standard 
of the great commercial nations of the earth is gold and gold alone. 

Honorable Senators speak of a double standard where the two 
metals have the same unit of value. Among such nations are classed 
Russia, France, and the United States. Sir, is it true in any proper 
sense that for fifty years there has been a double standard either in 
France, or Russia, or the United States? Theclaim isnot well founded, 
and cannot for a moment be sustained before any body of intelligent 
and deliberative men; and why? Because the great commercial fact 
is against the claim. Calling a metal astandard metal does not make 
itso. That fact is determined by the force and power of the lawsof 
trade. You cannot legislate a standard; it cannot be done; it is an 
absurdity to talk about it. You may call it a standard, but it falls 
to the earth and is trodden under foot the very moment the true 
standard of commerce approaches it. Things had better be looked at 
as they are, not as we would like to have them. ’ 

Silver has been money in Russia, in France, and in the United 
States ever since the organization of the governments of all those 
respective countries ; but for the past sixty years it has not risen (0 
a standard in either of those countries. I am not talking about what 
the legislation of Russia or France or the United States has been I 
am talking about the great, well-known commercial fact that is 
known to all sensible men on the footstool of God. Ever) —w 
knows it. Talk about a double standard in the United States wen 


e 
if 
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na was not silver enough in the United States to make pocket- 


. [ mean, because charity schools are always respectable in char- 
ter. 


United States is concerned. I hope it will, and no act of mine 
will prevent it. It may become the standard money, but it is not 
and, as I before remarked, has not been for fifty years. By 
examining the records of the Mint of the United States it will be 
learned that the amount of gold coinage since 1792 is $983, 159,695, 
nearly one thousand million dollars; while of the silver of this 
~lorious “dollar of the fathers” up to what is called the day or year 
of demouetizing it there had been coined just $8,045,838. A beauti- 
ful commentary this fact is upon the claim that silver has been con- 
sidered a standard alike with gold. 

~ Why, sir, all over Europe, in every commercial nation of that con- 
tinent for the past fifty years, the gold sovereign of Great Britain 
has determined the price and controlled the value of every article 


the 
the 


I Ww, 


produced for commercial purposes from the earth, the loom, the work- | 
shop, the forge, and the spindle. Honorable Senators may speak of | 


the gold standard as being the standard of kingly governments. It 
‘« the standard of commerce, and however much we may wish that 
the fact were different, it will not change until we, the representa- 
tives of the people, so legislate as to place this country where it be- 
longs, in the commercial lead of the commercial nations of the earth. 


we 
Man 
| 


I 
ing the coinage of “the dollar of the fathers” of 412} grains of 
standard silver. One class represented on this floor especially by the 
Senator from Kentucky, insists that it will make cheap money, that 
it will save to the suffering people of the country 8 or 10 per cent. in 
all their transactions with each other, and especially in paying the 
bonded debt of the United States. Another class, championed in the 
Senate by the honorable Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN, ] insists 
with equal power that the coinage and placing in circulation of the 
aforesaid dollar will at once, as if by magic, equalize the value of 
the silver and the gold dollar and both will be standards in the eyes 
of the commercial world. 

Now, sir, somebody is wrong here. Both classes cannot be right ; 
and both may be wrong, as I have no donbt they are. I confess my 
astonishment when Senators in whose opinions on general subjects I 
have great confidence boldly and doubtless honestly assert that, by 
putting a Government stamp of a dollar upon a piece of metal which 
is worth in the markets of the world but eighty-nine cents, immedi- 
ately at once in those same markets it becomes of the value of one 
hundred cents. Sir, the claim is simply amazing. It is not true. 
Sound common sense, every principle ot finance and of trade teaches 
its absurdity and falsehood. As well might we put the Government 
stamp upon a pound of pig-iron and claim that it would have in the 
eyes of commerce in the marts of the world the value of a double 
eagle of gold! 

Nor is it true that values are cheapened. No, sir; no, your metal 
only is cheap. Whenever it passes from hand to hand in the pur- 
chase of commodities or for the payment of labor, some one is swin- 
dled; some citizen is robbed. The bonanza man, the producer and 
seller of silver bullion, receives a benefit at the expense of the labor- 
ing class and the tax-payers of the country ; and should this debased 
coin—I do not believe it can or will be—be forced upon the public 
creditor, then will the fair name of the Federal Government be be- 
smirched and the public faith receive a blow the effects of which 
will be fatal to our credit in the world’s markets, affecting not only 
the public credit but the credit of corporate bodies and individnal 
citizens. No more re-funding of the public debt at a lower rate of in- 
terest, and thus the saving of millions and tens of millions, yes, hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars, which might be saved to an over-taxed 
people by the acts of the Federal Legislature, is simply rendered im- 
possible. Time will not permit a full examination of this interesting 
point; therefore I make my own, for the purposes of my argument, 


the remarks of John W. Ellis, esq., of New York, an eminent financier | 


a city, made to the Senate Committee on Finance in November, 
ids 


I shall confine my remarks on this occasion to placing before you certain figures 


and calculations which I have made with respect to the economy of carrying the | 


public debt. Without discussing the question now before the community as to 
whether the bonds are payable in gold or silver it will be my aim to show that the 
ee ae considerations of expediency and self-interest, without regard to the 
Ones 

principal of the bonds in gold. You will all probably admit without discussion 
that no person, firm, corporation, or government can afford in any way to depre- 
hate its own credit. The good faith which this Government has already shown 


in continuing to pay its interest in gold, whether legally so payable or not, has 
already improved 


6 down to4 per cent. 


deemable * 


from 90 to oon ‘at 3 per cent. These consols have a market value, varying 
fore thay te per cent., according to circumstances. 
re, that the highest credit which any government 
that tt money at about 34 percent. There are experienced bankers who believe 
have ain =trneesinary development «f the resources of this country which we 
sal tm ased and which promises to continue if we continue the same course of 
paymenta, may reduce the interest of our securities to 34 per cent., or in the long 
Ful possibly to 3 per cent. This, however, it is not necessary to discuss, and I will 


_ Then Coe as its minimum power of borrowing of the American Union. 
save ad 


cau continue its funding operations as at present, on the supposition that if the 


saces for a respectable charity school! [Laughter.] Respectable in | 


} Annual interest on same ee 
ae | Amount of 5 per cent. bonds outstanding 
Acie . . i 

| have no doubt that silver will always be used as money so far as 


wre are, Mr. President, two classes in the ranks of those demand- | 


y or integrity { i . j > , intere | ; = . 
erity of the matter, require us to continue to pay the interest and | upon the exercise of another power, namely, “the regulating the 


its credit to such an extent as to reduce its annual interest from | 
The debt of Great Britain is carried in the shape of irre- | 





It may be estimated, there- | is passed determining its weight by regulating the value of the bull- 


can command enables it to | 


© a table showing the amount to be gained provided the Government 


silver bill is passed and the principal and interest of the bonds are made payable 
in silver its fanding operations will cease. 1 will now read you the figures 
Amount of 6 per cent. bonds outstanding .... -.-- $72), 000, 000 


“ $43, 740, 000 
708, 000, 000 


Aunual interest on same 35, 400, 000 


79, 140, 000 
57, 420, 000 


21, 660, 000 


* 649, 800, 000 


If the bonds should not be funded and principal and interest should be 
paid in silver, and the relative value of gold and silver should con- 
tinue as at preset, say, a difference of 8 per cent., the saving to the 
Government on the interest payments would be about - 196, 000, 000 

And on the principal would be about 115, 000, 000 


Total, not compounding interest 311, C00, 000 

You will see that these figures are very large and extremely suggestive. The 
cumulative power of an interest account is not appreciated by those who are not 
accustomed to investigate it or make up the figures, but when this interest account 
comes to be compounded the result, if placed before you, would furnish you with 
very startling tigures even at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum compounded for 
thirty years. 

Should our creditors in Europe become dissatisfied, large number of these bonds 
would be sent home, and while, as is often said, ‘‘ we should be taking from them 
avery good thing, yet, when the business of this country is active and capital is 
needed to carry on its regular operations, the amount that will have to be diverted 
from these operations to carry the bonds coming from Europe might be very em- 
barrassing to this country; and it is frequently a very good thing for a new and 
enterprising country to be able to have Sone igners supply the capital at so low a 
rate of interest as 4 per cent., leaving our own capital free for more active opera- 
tions. 

Soon after the conclasion of our civil war there were long discussions in Con- 
gress as to whether our bonds were payable in “ greenbacks” or gold. The very 
discussion of this question beyond a doubt inflicted aninjury upon our bonds from 
which it took us some time to recover. If that question had never been raised our 
funding operations would unquestionably have begun much sooner than they did, 
and we should have saved a much larger sum of money than we have saved. I 
have no doubt, to-day, that if Congress were to declare specifically that our bonds, 
principal and interest, were and must be payable in gold, not only past but future 
issues, great gains would result to the country from these funding operations, and 
important economy result in the management of our finances. In other words, 
the Government of the United States can no better afford tha. any corporation or 
individual in the slightest degree to throw any taint upon its own credit. 


I desire that there shall be no mistake here, and therefore I say 
again that I have no objection to the coinage of a silver dollar; not 
because I believe, even should we use such a term in legislation, that 
it will become among the commercial nations of the earth an equal 
standard with gold ; not because I believe it will be used to pay either 
the bonds or the interest on the bonds now or hereafter to become 
due and payable by the United States; but irrespective of any opinion 
which I may entertain upon the two last-mentioned propositions, 
though not looking for the same degree of benefits to accrue to the 
industries of the country of which other Senators seem so confident, 
yet I have no objection to the coinage of a silver dollar. Congress 
possesses the constitutional power “ to coin money, regulate the value 
thereof and of foreign coin, and fix the standards of weights and 
measures ;” and under that power Congress may or may not authorize 
the coinage of the silver dollar. Under that clause of the Constitu- 
tion, gold, silver, copper, nickel, platinum, one or all or a mixture 
thereof may be coined and the value of the coin so minted may be 
regulated by Congress. Of the power I entertain no donbt. That its 
exercise by Congress is discretionary and not imperative I am equally 
well convinced. 

I am not authorized to believe that Congress proposes to drop the 
metal gold from the coinage of the United States. Gold is certainly 
the standard of the commercial nations of the civilized world. There- 
fore Congress will retain gold as one at least of the metals from 
which a unit of value shall be established. That I regard, then, as 
a settled fact. Congress will not drop the gold metal from its coin- 
age or change in any manner the number of grains establishing the 
gold dollar a unit of value. That it has regulated; that it has 
determined upon; and thus 25.8 grains of standard gold is the gold 
unit of value for a dollar. To-day there is no silver dollar. In 1873 
it was dropped from the coinage of the United States, and thereafter 
there was in fact no such coin known to the country as a silver 
dollar. It is now proposed that Congress proceed to the exercise of 
a conceded constitutional power and cause to be coined another unit 
of value, namely, a silver dollar. Should Congress determine that it 
will exercise that power, the power of coining, it must first determine 


value thereof,” that is, the number of grains of standard silver which 
such unit of value shall contain. There can be no escape from tho 
proper and legal exercise of the constitutional power conferred upon 
Congress “to regulate the value” of the coin which Congress pro- 
poses to mint. There can be no coining of a silver dollar until a law 


ion and determining the number of grains and the standard of the 
silver which such dollar shall contain. The words used in the Con- 


| stitution have a definite technical meaning, and that meaning, as I 


understand it, must govern me in my course on this important point 
of legislative action. 

“To regulate the value thereof.” What is the meaning of the 
word “regulate” as used in this connection? Does it not mean to 
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adjust by some inflexible rule, to equalize with some other article, so 
that the two may be made equivalents in value? For example, sup- 
pose there never had been minted any money except subsidiary coin 
from the metal known as silver, and in the opinion and jadgment of 
Congress it became necessary that a dollar should be coined; I beg 
to ask how would Congress regulate the value of that new coin? 
Assuredly Congress would ascertain how many grains of silver of a 
certain standard tineness would be equivalent to the unit of value 
called the gold dollar, and that would be constitutional action ; that 
would be “regulating the value thereof” and making it exactly the | 
equal of another acknowledged unit of value. This is a new ques- 
tion. A Jaw is sought to be passed ordering the coining of a new | 
coin, a silver dollar which shall be a legal tender for the payment of 
any and all debts of every kind and description whatsoever. Now I 
beg to ask my honorable friend the Senator from North Carolina, | 
{| Mr. MeERnRIMON,] who well knows how deep my regard is for him | 
personally and how highly 1 estimate his candor and fairness, were 
this a new question and were he required as he is to regulate the | 
value of this new dollar of silver, would he not immediately ascer- | 
tain how many grains of silver of the required or a certain standard 
would be equal in value to the 25.8 grains of gold which form the 
unit of valine, the gold dollar? 

Mr. MERRIMON. 1 am very frank to say that I should experience 
very great embarrassment about that. I should first want to know 
exactly how much monetizing silver would appreciate that coin, and 
then in the next place how much the increased demand for silver coin 
by remonetizing it in this country would increase its market value in 
the world. That is the difficulty I have had about all this question | 
before the Senate. I have no desire to see a coined dollar that will 
drive the gold dollar out of the country; very far from it. I desire | 
to see gold and silver both circulate and constitute the basis of our 
paper circulation, for that is all it will accomplish really in the end, 
so that we may have a paper circulation that will be equal to coin, 
either gold or silver. ‘The difliculty with me now is to know exactly 
what the weight of the silver dollar ought to be. No one has told 
me; no one seems to be able to tell me. We cannot tell except by a | 
brief experience. We must first know how much the remonetizing 
of the silver dollar will appreciate it. Then in the next place how 
much will the increased demand by remonctizing silver in this coun- 
try increase the value of silver bullion in the markets of the world. 

Mr. ALLISON. May I interrupt my friend just there a moment? 

Mr. MERRIMON,. Of course. 

Mr. ALLISON. Can we not derive some knowledge from the ex- | 
perience of other nations? France has now in free circulation a large 
quantity of silver worth 34 per cent. less than the silver dollar we 
propose here, 

Mr. MERRIMON. I was just going to say that before our silver 
dollar was demonetized it was worth more than the gold dollar. Cir- 
cumstances have occurred since that perhaps have changed tempo- 
rarily the market value of silver in the world. One of those cireum- 
stances was the demonetization of silver in this country. Another 
was the demonetization of silver in Germany. But if we remonetize 
it, how far that will appreciate the bullion value of silver I think is 
a very debatable question. I have come to the conclusion, and most 
conscientiously and after much reflection, that we ought to remone- 
tize our old dollar, and if we tind that it has not the effect to appre- 
ciate that dollar to the value of the gold dollar and to appreciate 
the value of silver bullion in the markets of the world, then after 
some expericnce Wwe must correct our error ; and we can only get at 
it in that way. 

W hat I desire to see is this: a silver coin and a gold coin interchange- 
able, so that this country with the overwhelming amount of debt 
that we owe, taking the Federal Government, the State governments, 
the county governments, the corporations, aud the people, may have 
the benefit of the widest volume of money to revive our industries, to 
restore business contidence and prosperity. 1 shall take occasion in 
a day or two, if 1 have the opportanity, to express my views pretty 
fully upon this snbject. I say this much now in reply to the question 
of my friend from Connecticut, 

Mr. EATON. lam obliged to my friend. Iconfess that we are all 
easily mistaken. I looked in answer for a little statement. How- 
ever, upon this point 1 cannot permit myself to entertain a doubt. 
Therefore it was that | offered my amendment that this dollar con- 
templated in the bill now’before the Senate should contain 440 grains. 
1 had in my mind the same idea which my friend from North Carolina 
has suggested, that there was a certain appreciative power in the 
Government name and stamp, and that I would give the benetit of to 
silver. If that receives the sanction of the Senate—— 

Mr. MERRIMON. lunderstand my friend to admit the possibility 
of a double standard. 

Mr. EATON. No, 1 do not; there never has been one and never 
will be one. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I understood my friend to say that he was rot 
opposed to remonetizing silver. 

Mr. EATON. 1 am not opposed to the making of asilver dollar, but 
that cannot change my opinion of the fact that there cannot be a double | 
unit of value. I beg most respectfully to differ from Mr. Jefferson or | 
anybody else who entertained an opinion of that character. Other | 
Sevators may laugh; but I goveru myself by wy own opinion ; and | 
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I do not believe the civilized world has ever seen a donble gi = 
They have seen what they called double standards, but tho , 
not so. One drives the other out. To-day, this very day =i 
talk about the donble standard of France. There is no co 
ard of France. The standard of France to-day is the gold soye), 
of Great Britain. Let me tell Senators that if I am in Paris ;,, 
with a hundred-thousand-dollar draft on London, I get the vol, 
of France at a discount. It is not worth as much as the gold ¢ : 
Great Britain. ree 

Mr. ALLISON. Will my friend allow me? 

Mr. EATON. Most certainly; with the greatest pleasure, 

Mr. ALLISON. That depends surely on whetherexchange is jp fay, 
of London or in favor of Paris. It is very often in favor of Paris oy 
is just now in fact or was a few days ago in favor of Paris, so that 
British sovereign would not be worth as wuch as a French napolon, 
hat is true. ie 

Mr. EATON. I did not know that. 

Mr. ALLISON. It is true. 

Mr. EATON. Very likely, if my friend says he knows it to be try, 
It is one of those miracles that have happened once in fifty years, and 
will never happen again. : 

Mr. President, the people in part represented by me on this floor 
are largely opposed to the principle of the double standard. The, 
believe as I do that gold is the standard of the commercial world. gyi) 


aud 


vO 


A, 


| that it should be the single standard to govern the vast transactions 
| of this great people. They believe that the original bill is faulty and 


defective in principle and would not fail to work great mischief to 
the whole people of this country ; that as it came to this body it was 
a double frand upon the industrious men and women of the United 
States; that it proposed to rob them of ten cents in every one hundred 
cents which they earn by their labor and their industry, and not on|y 
to defraud them but to secure the avails of the crime to the holders 
of silver bullion. They do not believe, nor do I, that the dollar wa 
dropped from the coinage of the country by any fraudulent acti 
upon the part of Congress. Had it not been so dropped from the 
coinage, common honesty would to-day have demanded at our hans 
that its value should be regulated. 

What, sir, pay the laboring man and woman of Connecticut and 
New York and Virginia and North Carolina and of every other Rtat 
a false, absolutely false token for the product of his or her hands! 
Out, I say, out upon all such fraudulent action against the hard 
working man and woman of the United States; and, sir, upon thy 
false and specious plea that this base moncy is not to be paid to the 
“dear people” but to the “bloated bondholder!” Does any Senator 
believe, does any intelligent man in this broad land believe that any 
of the bonds of the United States will be paid cither in gold orsilver? 
They will be paid, when paid, in the products of the earth, the loom 
the spindle, the workshop, the furnace, and the mine, those products 
to be valued by the determination of laws which govern the trade of 
the commercial world, and a poor financier is he, in my judgment 
who entertains any other opinion. Therefore, sir, 1 say no debased 
coin for the people of my country. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator answer me one question ? 

Mr. EATON. I will try. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do you pay them now in depreciated silver 
coin? 

Mr. EATON. No. Iam glad the Senator asked me that question. 
Ithank him. Last month a friend of mine residing in the county of 
Hartford, who has perhaps fifteen hundred people working for hin, 
whose pay-roll is $40,000 a month—something of a pay-roll—went down 
to New York, and there bought forty thousand trade-dollars, for which 
he paid ninety-seven cents each. He took them up to his office and 
paid them out to his workmen at ninety-seven cents. That is the 
way we do business—at ninety-seven cents, just what they cost him, 
and he lost the cartage himself; and next day—mark it—the very 
next day they had a public meeting, over which a clergyman pie- 
sided, and they begged him respectfully not to bring any more ot 
that trash there, but to pay them in bills. Ismy friend answered! 

Mr. COCKRELL. Not answered. Do they pay their debts there 
in the depreciated silver coinage, in the half dollar containing 15 
grains instead of 206} grains, which is by your law a legal-tender in 
payment of all debts not exceeding $5? 

Mr. EATON. Well, I will answer that question. If I owed my 
friend from Missouri $10.50 he would be very lucky if he got a ten- 
dollar greenback from me and fifty cents of that debased coin, tor 
that would be just the way I should pay him; but I should not go 
drumming around to get twenty-one debased half dollars in order to 
pay him the debt which I owed him—ten dollars and a balf. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator from Connecticat permit me 
to read what one of his postmasters says about the currency (i re? 

Mr. EATON. Ihave no objection. [am in no particular hurry. 

Mr. COCKRELL. He writes as follows: 
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Care Vixcent, New York, June 14, 1870 
Sir: Will you have the kindness to inform me on what terms and con litior 
your Department will redeem the bronze and nickel cents now in circuilat ‘ 
In my business here as postmaster they have accumulated on niy hands sin 
or three years. I cannot exchange them with individuals. ‘Too many ccut 
in circulation already. Iam obliged to take them from others in selling post 
siamps, but they will not take them from me. 





1873. 


“What am I to do unless the Department will redeem them? I am willing to pay 


ress charges. 


ex 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JNO. H. MOORE. 

S. BouTWELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

p. S$ —I have also too many bronze two-cent pieces and five-cent nickels. 

: redeem them also ? 

To the same effect is the letter of the firm of Holley & Shelden, of 
Iindson, New York. This is dated Jane 11, 1570. 

Mr. EATON. Have you got anything later? (Laughter. } 

Mr. COCKRELL. I will read this: 

We pay several hundred to the Government yearly in licenses, special taxes, and 

vome tax tor doing business, still the Government officers will not take a dollar 
their own pennies in payment for said taxes. We cannot even buy postage- 

na with them ; the postmaster refuses to sell over one stamp and receive pen- 
yment. 


Hon. GEORG E 


Will 


‘ 
atart 


pies 1 P * * * - * 


Is there no way by which we can dispose of pennies? The country is flooded 

i all kinds, large and small, making it very unpleasant to do business. We are 

d to handle ‘hundreds of dollars weekly in pennies, and we find great diffi- 

ity in getting rid of them again. In this section of the country, mechanics are 

compelle “to take two or more dollars weekly in payment for their services, and 

have to go begging around to the stores to dispose of them as the merchants are all 
overrun ‘with them. 


And of that depreciated nickel and copper coinage over $12,000,000 
have been issued by this Government—over seven hundred and sev- 
enty million separate pieces, and they are now paid to your mechanics 
and laboring-men all over the country and stamped by the Govern- 
ment with legal-tender power—the five-cent nickel up to the amount 

of $l. That law stands upon your books; and that is the kind of de- 
preeiated currency in which you pay your mechanics and laboring- 
men. 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I cannot see with what object the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri opened his batteries upon me in that 
way With regard to a transac tion ten yearsago nearly. I beg to say 
this: I believe I heard him read it, I have not any doubt upon that 
subject, but I do not believe that what he read istrue. At all events 
] am free to say this—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. That is published by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Mr. Boutwell. 

Mr. EATON. That doesnot make ittrne. [Laughter.] My friend 
from West Virginia (Mr. Davis] would insist that that ought not to 

vive any currency to it whatever. [Laughter.] Icare nothing about 
that. Was that post-oflice in my State, sir—Connecticut ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I said Cape Vincent, New York, and Hudson, 
New York. 

Mr. EATON. I beg your pardon. My friend from New York will 
take care of that. That State is altogether too large for my ambi- 
tion. [Langhter.] I thought that there could be nothing of that 
kind in the good old “land of steady habits,” the State of Connect- 
cut. 

But there is one thing certain I desire to say to my friend from 
Missouri, and that is that I have learned this, being a great many 
years older than he, and he being a good scholar will learn it by the 
time be arrives at my age—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I hope I shall learn a great deal. 

Mr. EATON. Aud that is, that it takes a great many wrongs to 
make a right; that because this Government has issned debased coin 
it does not follow that it should not stop the issne of debased coin. 

Sir, when the workman in the mills of New England, or on the 
broad prairies of Missouri, or in the cotton-fields and cane of the 

South, earns with the sweat of his brow a dollar, do not cheat and 
defraud him by giving him ninety cents, with a poetical assurance 
that it is a “dollar of the daddies.” [ Laughter. } 

Mr. President, in certain sections of the country demagognes are at 
work striving to array labor against capital. It will fail, sir, 80 cer- 
tainly as good government remains among men; so certainly as intelli- 
gence maintains its force and power in controlling the actions of man. 

What is capital? Capital is the accumulation of labor. Thrift, 
ehergy, sagacity, and foresight enable the laborer to accumulate and 
add to his store. Good government protects him in his efforts to 
accumulate. Good government will also protect his accumulations. 
That government which fails to protect the person and property of 
the citizen cannot exist with a free people. Nowhere, in no coun- 
try, under any form of government, are the people, the laboring, 
toiling people, safe in their persons, where property is not also safe 
and protected. Such is the history of all peoples. Here, sir, in this 
favored land, the persons of all are safe. The broad mantle of the 
Coustitution is over all. Thank God, person and property are both 
protected, first by State and second by Federal power. I do not per- 
mit myself to have any fears as to the future of our country, of our 
people. Sir, as one of the ople, I have faith in the people. 

Agraris mism and communism willneverfind afoothold in the United 
States. Appeals against classes and sections have been heretofore and 
doubtless will again be made, but confiding as I do in the good sense 
of the people they pass by me as the “idle wind, which I respect not.” 

The press informs us that a distinguished citizen of Ohio said the 
other day, in a speech delivered in his State, that New Jerse »y, New 
York, and New England must be left out in the cold. 
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Ten millions of people, intelligent, energetic, brave and devoted to | 


the best interests - t 


marily disposed of. 


e people of the whole country, were thus sum- 
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New Jersey, the home of my friend, [Mr. RANDOLPH, | every square 
mile of its soil sacred by revolutionary memories; New York, the 
empire State of the Union, with its five millions of people all devoted 
to the Constitution of the country, on whose soil was fought the 
great pivotal battle which made us a people, and Vermont and New 
Hampshire, proud and great in their memories of Bennington, of Allen 
and Stark, and Maine and Massachusetts, then the very cradic of 
freedom, and little Rhode Island, the home of Greene, the second 
Washington, and of Perry; and my own brave old C ommon we alth, 
invade a. again and again during the days that tried men’s souls, but 
never an enemy slept a night on her soil except the sleep of death— 
all these people are to be left out in the cold. 

Other Senators will speak for their own States. I have only to say 
for Connecticut on her untarnished banner was inscribed two centu- 
ries ago in words of living light, Qui transtulit sustinet. Her sons 
reverently believe to-day as thei ir fathers did that that Almighty 
hand which transplanted will sustain. Sir, the six hundred thousand 
people of Connecticut calmly await the future action of Ohio. 

Mr. President, it was with profound sorrow that I listened to the 
speech delivered in the Senate a few days since by the honorable 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. VooruEEs,}] whom I do not now see in 
his seat, which I regret. I do not attack or arraign the motives of 
any honorable Senator on this floor. No one but He who governs the 
universe knows the motives which move the heart of man. But, sir, 
of the effect, if any, which the principles therein enunciated may be 
the cause, I most unde niably assume the right to speak. I do not 
question the right of the Senator to vote for the coinage of a dollar, 
so called, w hich is worth but nine ty cents; but in my jadgment the 
effect of the positions assumed by the honorable Senator will be to 
array class against class, labor against capital, section against sec- 
tion. Ido not say this is the design of the honor: uble Senator, but 
such of necessity in my judgment is the effect of his speech. Let me 
read what he says: 

Associations of capitalists, engaged in obtaining mortgagesat 12 per cent. interest 
on western farms, on account of the scarcity of money in that section, are not only 
striving to make all such mortgages payable in gold a year hence, but they are 
threatening those in pecuniary distress that they shall have no farther favors at 
the same rates unless they agree in advance to pay gold in return for greenback 
loans. The power of money in the midst of times like these is very great, but I am 
much deceived in the people if they have not turned at last in detiance and bold 
warning upon their oppressors. 

What other effect can language like this have upon the debtor class 
at the West ? Why did not the honorable Senator have the frankness 
to say where, in what section, the creditor class resided ? 

Sir, the creditor class, that terrible fellow the capitalist, resides at 
the East, in New Jersey; perhaps in New York; it may be in New 
England; perchance in Connecticut. Is not the effect of language of 
this character to array the debtor and the creditor class, the East and 
the West, against each other—class against class and section against 
section? 

The Senator says “The people have turned at last upon their op- 
pressors.” Sir, when western gentlemen, in order to build up the 
industries of their section, to add to their wealth and the value of 
their lands, approached the capitalist of the East for his needed sup- 
plies, nothing was said about oppression, no flings at the sordid 
hoarder of money. No, sir; no. One person or one thousand persons 
desired money, individuals and corporations East had it to loan. 
Fair trades were made. All parties were then satisfied, and I under- 
take to say that they are satisfied to-day. 

The Senator speaks of 12 per cent. interest, and that the capitalist 
threatens to foreclose unless that is paid in gold, and no more favors 
even at that high rate will be granted except payment be made in 
gold. Money has doubtless been loaned at that rate, but I happen 
to know where the East has loaned the West, not only millions and 
tens of millions and fifties of millions, but hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars, at a much lower figure. I do not accuse the Senator with mis- 
representing the facts so far as he knows them; but he is not in full 
possession of the facts. I know whereof I speak when I assert that 
the associated and individual capital of Connecticut to the amount of 
hundreds of millions of dollars has been poured into the lap of the 
West and no payment of the principal has ever been asked and is not 
desired to-lay, either in gold or silver or greenbacks or national-bank 
notes. All that is demanded is the interest in any circulating me- 
dium. And that is not all; some five or six insurance companies 
located in the city of Hartford, Connecticut, my place of residence, 
have loaned at the West some sixty millions of dollars at 5, 9, and 10 
per cent. Sir, the number of loans was 11,403. 

In some cases, mark Mr. President and Senators, the companies 
have been forced to take the property upon which loans had been 
made, because it was not worth the amount loaned upon it. In other 
cases, and I desire the Senator from Indiana to make a note of it, 
these hard capitalists, when the owner of the property thought he 
could pull through the difficulty by a reduction in the rate of interest, 
agreed to be paid by the contract between the parties. Sir, the rate 
has been reduced. One fact like this will outweigh the rhetoric of 
the Senator. 

Further, sir, three gentlemen appointed by the governor of the 
State of Connecticut, men of high character, the chairman Judge O. 
S. Seymour, late chief-justice of the supreme court of Connecticut, a 
man with no superior in the try as a jurist and gentieman, 
report all these facts to the Legislatuie of Conuccticut, which report 


coun 










ease ey 































































































gp 8" 
<n ree LerTeT Pree nT 


















































































































































eee oe 











2 
— 
























































A Se PRENSA RA OE 


























































































































760 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


I here hold in my hand, and that committee have advised all these 
insurance companies in all proper cases to reduce the agreed-upon 
rate of interest, so that the western debtor may continue in the pos- 
session of his property, his homestead, his roof-tree under which is 
gathered his great treasures, his wife and children. Ah! Mr. Presi- 
dent, these creditors, having thus acted without the advice of these 
honorable gentlemen, willsocontinuetoact. Oppressors of the people 
of the West! Sir, thus does the plain truth override and overshadow 
the poetry and sentiment of my honorable friend from Indiana. 

Redundancy of the circulating medium, an overweening desire to be- 
come speedily wealthy by the use of said redundancy, has overcome 
the better jadgment of the people East and West. Values have been 
pushed to a before-unheard-of point and consequently great suffering 
ensues. The penalty is now being paid for the commission of finan- 
cial crime, and let it be met as brave men should meet misfortunes. 
Harsh and bitter language is not only useless, but it does marked in- 
justice to the eastern capitalist, breeds bad blood between the two 
classes, and does not cement friendship between the sections, which 
in my jadgment is so very desirable. 

Menace or threat does not become the Senate Chamber of the United 
States, and while the honorable Senator from Indiana disavows in 
advance the use of menace, he says: 

Sir, 1 have no word of menace to utter on this floor, but, in behalf of every 
laborer and every owner of the soil whom I represent I warn all such as value their 
investments that when these doctrines of despotism are sought to be enforced this 
tair laud will again be convulsed in agony and the fires of liberty will blaze forth 
again, as they did a hundred years ago, in defense of the natural rights of man. 


Again I must be permitted to say that the honorable Senator is 
unfortunate in the use of his vocabulary. A plain man like I am, 
unused to rhetoric, would, but for the disavowal, be of the opinion 
that the Senator’s constituents, unless the silver dollar of the fathers 
was immediately authorized by Congress, and the four other points 
which the Senator demands be at once adopted, would proceed to 
dishonor their plighted word, repudiate their honest debts, forswear 
their contracts, and strike for their mortgaged farms, God, liberty, 
and their native land. I have no fears of any such terrible conse- 
quences, 

The North, South, East, and West are bound together by the Con- 
stitution of the Union and the glorious memories of the past. The 
band of brotherhood will not be broken. The East will in the future, 
asin the past, with no niggard hand from its accumulated wealth 
assist the labor and landed interest of the West. 

The honorable Senator from Indiana reads the history of the world 
far differently from myself. One of us is profoundly mistaken when 
speaking of the wishes, desires, and movements of what is called 
capital. He speaks of it as arrogant and aggressive in spirit and 
action. In my judgment directly the contrary is the truth. Capital 
is now, and always has been, and always will be, timid and conserv- 
ative. Capital is and must be ever found on the plane of quiet, 
demanding peace, good order, avoiding everything looking like or 
verging toward revolutionary or reactive measures. 

So long as the great presidential straggle of 1876 dwells in the 
minds of ourselves or those who come after us the great fact will be 
admitted by all intelligent men that the conservatism of capital, its 
fear of contention, its desire for quiet, was one of the great elements 
which conspired to place you, sir, in the chair, the duties of which 
you perform with great fidelity and to the satisfaction of every mem- 
ber of the Senate. 

No, sir, no; capital is not arrogant, is not aggressive, but submits 
to wrong, acquiesces in great political mistakes, rather than face the 
consequences which a determined adherence to right might bring upon 
its owners and votaries. 

Of course it will be understood that I speak of aggregated and 
associated capital, and not of the purse-proud individual who in his 
little corner undertakes by the misuse of wealth, very likely ill-gotten 
and shoddy, to exercise control in the obscure hamlet where he may 
happen to reside. 

Mr. President, I hope I may be permitted as a life-long friend to 
say one word to my southern friends on this floor. What I say will 
be said in the best spirit in the world, as you well know. Broken in 
all your material interests by the terrible waste of war, until recently, 
by what I am compelled to say was unwise Federal legislation, you 
were not permitted a voice in your own government. Happily, all 
that ischanged. Of right you now have the power which should 
ever be exercised by free States. The ravages of war are to be over- 
come. Your new system of labor has become familiar, and what is 
now required to build up your great industries is capital. The labor 
you have. Cotton, tobacco, rice, are your staples and the necessaries 
of civilization. In the bosom of your soil teem coal and iron. The 
water-power of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia 
is unrivaled inthe country. With capital and skilled labor the waste 
places in your noble States would be builded up and the wilderness 
would bud and blossom as the rose. Maryland, New York, New Jer- 
sey, and New England have the capital and the skilled labor. Be it 
our duty so to legislate that each section of the country will perform 
its full share in repairing the disasters which have overtaken us all. 

What is now necessary for the common weal is confidence, confidence ; 
not attacks upon capital, not burning rhetoric against the accumula- 
tions of the North and East, but that appeal of good brotherhood 
which will assist in building up what the industries of the whole 
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country demand, sublime confidence in the integrity of the people 
the North, East, West, and South. No more threats, no more me 
Threats and menace do not become the people of any section of ti), 
broad land. It can have no effect upon the section which J represe 
except the effect to scorn the men who use it. 

Sir, brave men do not fear menace; honorable men will not indy 
in that cheap commodity ; it is not as valuable as silver bullion. | 
us have no more of it. Pass your debased silver bill, if it so 
you; but no more threats; they merit and receive scorn 
only. 

Mr. President, the ase of Connecticut are an intelligent, a bray 
an industrious and a law-abiding people. They have vast interests ;\).! 
pendent upon judicious and correct Federal legislation, and I show), 
be false to them, false to those interests and to the generous contidey 
bestowed — me, without regard to party lines, by the people of 
my State; I should be false to my own honor, if I failed to denow 
in fitting terms every congressional attempt to attack their right, 
their interests, and their integrity. The bondholders, as they are {\jy. 
pantly called, of Connecticut are the hard working men and women 
of the State. 

There are on deposit inthe savings-banks of that old Commonwealth 

$80,000,000, sixty millions of which is the property of the toiling 
veople of the State. They are the bondholders of Connecticut in a 
arge degree. Fourteen million dollars are held in bonds by the 
savings-banks of Connecticut alone. They demand at my hands that 
I should defend their integrity and honor. The accumulated capital 
of the State of Connecticut, the results of toil, personal labor, and 
unflagging industry reaches beyond question to a very large amount, 
It has been used with a free hand to build up the interests of other 
sections of our common country. 

As it has been in the past so I trust it may be in the future; but, 
sir, that end cannot all will not be accomplished by false and por- 
nicious Federal legislation, or by wicked and slanderous denuncia- 
tion in the high places of the land. Let there be peace; the war 
between sections is over; every State of the Union has its full rep- 
resentation on the floor of Congress. The war is over, but the im- 
mense debt in a great degree consequent thereon, hangs over us like a 
funeral pall. For many a year yet the tax-gatherer must be met, and 
his demands must be liquidated. Then, sir, like a band of brothers 
let us encounter the great ills that surround us. Let us have faith 
in each other, inthe common honesty which has been the commercial 
glory of the American name. Contidence, faith, honesty! A holy 
trinity which will redeem us from the financial sins of tie past. 

I will not at this time, and on this bill speak of the legal-tender 
notes, or of the notes of the so-called national banks. Properly a 
discussion of their future will arise upon the question of a repeal of 
the bill known as the resumption act. Had I been a member of this 
body at the time of the passage of that bill I would not have given it 
the sanction of myvote. Inmy judgmentthe time had not then arrived 
to announce when the payment of specie would be resumed. There 
was nothing in the financial horizon of 1875 to warrant Congress in 
saying that specie payments should be resumed in 187. What my 
action shall be on the question of repeal is quite another matter, and 
upon that I will be heard whenever the measure comes before the 
Senate. 

Within the last ten days paper has been within 1} per cent. of gold. 
And, in my judgment, but for the unwise action of Congress upon 
the silver bill, the country, the commercial men of the country would 
have resumed specie payments before the Ist day of March, 1579, by 
the operation of those great laws of trade which, instead of legisla- 
tive enactments, have absolute power over all financial operations. 
In my judgment the discussions upon this bill, and the bill itself, 
may have had an unfortunate effect upon the great and desirable 
matter of a resumption of specie payments. The attempt at false 
and impolitic legislation by Congress can only bring evil upon the 
great industrial and commercial classes of the country. ; 
The proposition to make a coin of ninety cents’ worth of silver into 
a unit value of one hundred cents can certainly have no other etlect 
than to delay the time when the paper issue would be worth its face 
value and the commercial honor of the country stand in the eyes of 
the world sound and unimpeachable. se 
But of that I will not farther speak. However we may differ upon 
the number of grains of standard silver necessary for a unit of a dol- 
lar, upon one thing I trust we will not differ: no more unconstitu- 
tional currency; no more irredeemable promises to pay, when there 
is to-day a large superabundance on the market. 

Mr. President, what can Congress do to assist the people of the 
country ? We can retrench the expenses of the Federal Government. 
If necessary we can cut down the Army and Navy. Where now two 
cadets are sent to West Point, and two youths to the Naval Academy, 
let there be one for each of those institutions. I am sure that we 
should with that curtailment have young men enough for the demands 
of the Army and Navy. Above all, let the Congress wisely legislate 
in the opening of new avenues of trade and commerce. Let Congress 
discriminate in favor of the American shipping interest, and in tw: lv ° 
months that great industry will be placed where it was 1n 1500. 
Change our absurd navigation laws and permit American capital to 
purchase ships on the Clyde and elsewhere, and give them Ane an 
registers. So legislate that the capitalists, that much-abused class, 
the enterprising American merchant, will open lines of steam commu 
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cation from the ports of New York, Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
. rfolk, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, New Orleans, and Galveston, 
aa our Pacific ports, with all the ports of Mexico, Brazil, and the 
East. 


It is a burning shame to our country that we export to Brazil but | bered that the density of silver is no greater than it has been for a 


g> 000,000, while the volume should and may be $75,000,000. ; to Mex- 
ico but $0,000,000, when it should and ought to be $25,000,000. We 
can undersell our great rival England everywhere if we will but ex- 
ereise the intelligence which of right belongs to the American name. 
To-day the eutlery of Connecticut rivals Sheffield and Birmingham 
at home in their own market. And shame, shame to us all, England 
and France ship to Brazil more than half of her breadstuffs, nearly 
all of the butter and cheese which she consumes, her boots, shoes, 
hats, and various agricultural implements, light woolens, and cotton 


cloths, all of which should be furnished by the people of the United | 


States. Let us bestir ourselves as men should and the trade of Brazil, 
the great East, the golden Ophir, Mexico, and the islands of the seas 
will be ours. Sixty million dollars in gold—my friend from Ken- 
tueky said $100,000,000—in freights alone will come into the pockets 
of the American ship-owner which now are given to Great Britain, 
France, Holland, Germany, and the free cities. 


Let Congress do this, sir, and in less than twenty-four months the | made into the coin, equal to the payment of the world’s indebted- 


volume of our exports—our cotton, tobacco, pork, beef, lard, butter, 
cheeve, and our breadstuffs, with the products of our looms, forges, 


and workshops, the precious metals, the gold and silver of California, | 


Colorado, Nevada, and Arizona—will exceed by $200,000,000 the vol- 
ume of our imports. 


our great commercial centers, and the safe and true basis of our finan- 
cial system will be attained with the full development of the manifold 
industries of our people. 

Mr. HOWE. 
of conviction—— 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator from Wisconsin allow me just one 
noment ? 

Mr. HOWE, Let me finish my sentence. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to know if the Senator from Wisconsin will 
allow me to say a word before he begins? 

Mr. HOWE, Ido not know how longa time the Senator wishes to 
oce upy. 


Mr. BECK. Not over two minutes. 


while the Senator from Connecticut put categorical questions to me 
which he seemed unwilling that I should answer in my own way, 


and each time sought to prevent me from answering, he had ample 
time and avowed that he was in no hurry to allow the Senator from 
North Carolina and the Senator from Missouri to interrupt him as 
long as they re I was not aware of any reason why that dis- 
crimination should be made, especially as I had no desire to interrupt 
him, and only interposed because he put questions to me which I 
thought I should answer. I now want to say to the Senate and to 
the Senator from Connecticut that I shall seek a very early oppor- 
tunity to answer the questions which he was so unwilling to allow 
me to answer to-day. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, only that courage which is born of 
conviction would induce me to present my own views immediately 
succeeding the very able and the very eloquent speech to which the 
Senate has just listened. Sir, it isnot my purpose to-night to attempt 
to persuade any one else how to vote. My object is as briefly as pos- 
sible to explain my own vote. I do that in the presence of the Senate 
because your rules require it to be done here; but my object, I con- 
fess in the outset, is to make myself intelligible if I can, rather to a 
few constituents of my own for whose judgment I have great respect 
but whose views on the question now before the Senate do not cor- 
respond with my own. From some of those constituents I have heard 
within a few days. 

; Mr. President, if the millions comprising the people of the United 
States had just been scattered over the country, if we had no coin- 
age, ho currency, no organized industry, no commerce; and if we 
had contracted no debts, public or private, then we should be quite 
at liberty to adopt such system of finance, such system of currency, 
to adopt such medium of exchange, to accept such standard of value, 
whether single or double or quadruple, as we might think best cal- 
culated to open up the future before us. That is not our condition. 
We have a coinage and a currency and a commerce and a productive 
industry,and we have contracted an enormous, almost an incalculable 
indebtedness. Therefore it seems to me that the primary condition 
to all change in our coinage should be that we do not cripple our 
business energies, that we do not shackle our industry, that we do 
hot fetter owe commerce, and above all, that we neither appreciate nor 
depreciate outstanding securities by whomsoever issued. 

The only change proposed by the bill before the Senate is to reintro- 
‘ce Into your coinage a dollar to be composed of 412} grains of 
standard silver. To this measure varions objections have been and 
are urged. It is said that silver is too heavy for money. Factories, 
‘treet cars, hotels have been employed as sample-rooms, where the 
missionaries of the gold interest have exhibited large sums of silver 
coin In order to create a popular disgust at its weight. Mathema- 
‘cians have been employed to transpose your public debt from dol- 
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And then, Mr. President, the unerring and inev- | 
itable laws of political economy, which govern trade and finance as | 
absolutely as the Creator of the universe governs the moral and the | 


physical world, will place gold, silver, and paper alike in value in all | the bonds of the United States will not be made to turn white at the 


Mr. President, nothing but the courage which comes | 


I wish simply to say that | 
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lars into tons, and one political economist of a somewhat poetic 
temperament has suggested that if silver isto be used as money a 
wheelbarrow will be found the most convenient porte-monnaie. Lt is 
not to be denied that silver is heavy, but then it should be remem- 


great many years, and the world has always used it until recently as 
money, and so far as I know the latest discoveries have found no 
people anywhere who employ the wheelbarrow for a porte-monnaie. 
I suppose if the sum of our public debt were to be counted out at 
one time and paid over to one man in silver dollars, it would embar- 
rass him somewhat to put it in his pocket and take it away. So it 
would embarrass him if it was paid in gold coin, and it would be 


just as embarrassing for the debtor to pay in silver as for the creditor 


to receive it ; it is as difficult for one to handle as for the other. 

Mr. President, the simple truth is that your debt never will be paid 
in gold or silver coin, no matter what your contract may say, no mat- 
ter what your laws may say. Your debts never will be discharged in 
either of these coins, for the simple reason that the coin does not exist 
with which to pay them. We dispute about a great many proposi- 
tions in political economy; but about this there can be no dispute, 
that the world does not hold the coin, nor the bullion which can be 


ness. Your debt,sir, must be paid in commodities much heavier than 
either gold or silver. Instead of paying in silver at something more 
than the dollar to the ounce, you must pay largely in wheat at one 
or two cents to the pound; you must pay largely in hay at from $5 
to $10 per ton; you must pay in iron; you must pay in cotton; you 
must pay in the heaviest and the bulkiest commodities. That is the 
way payment is to be made practically, and I hope those who hold 


idea that they are to be compelled to lug off the principal of their 
debts in silver coin. The question before us is, not what shall be the 
weight of the commodities in which we pay our debts, but what shall 
be the standard by which those commodities shall be weighed. 

Again, sir, it is objected that to reissue a silver dollar is to reintro- 
duce a double or at least an alternative standard of value. It seems 
to me, that consequence is inevitable, and if seems to me that such 
consequence is to be deprecated; but mutability in the standard of 
value seems to be inevitable whether you employ one or both of the 
so-called precious metals in it. Before coinage gold and silver both 
are mere commodities and are valued as such; when coined into 
money they do not cease to be commodities although they become 
something more. Before coinage they have only an exchangeable 
value; when coined they require a tale value also, but they do 
not thereby lose the other, the commodity value. The tale value 
is controlled by statute; the exchangeable value is regulated by the 
relation which the volume of the metals bears to the volume of other 
commodities. The former is as immutable as the law; the latter 
fluctuates with every change in that relation. As the volume swells 
values rise; as the volume shrinks values fall. At one time the com- 
modity value will control the movement of coin; at another the tale 
value. While the latter dominates coin is anchored to the statute 
and courses through the channels of trade in the country which 
stamps it. But whenever in Siberia or Siam a silver dollar will buy 
more than a dollar’s worth, it straightway assumes the character of 
a commodity and it goes on the wings of trade to the uttermost parts 
of the earth and is bartered for whatever promises the most prolit. 

If we would have a national standard of value which is inflexible, 
we must construct it of some material which is above or below the 
influence of international trade and of accidental production. Noth- 
ing is more subject to all these influences than what we call the 
precious metals. Every new mine that is opened, every old one 
exhausted, almost every steamer which sails to a foreign port or 
arrives from a foreign port, elevates or depresses our standard of 
value. A standard of measure marked upon the shoot of a locust all 
would think objectionable because too changeable, and yet such a 
standard of measure is far more suitable than a standard of value 
composed of what you call the precious metals. 

The bill before the Senate contemplates the coinage of not less 
than twenty-four millions of silver annually. Undoubtedly your 
standard of value will vibrate under the influence of the measure, 
but the vibrations will not be more violent than they are now; in 
all probability will be less. If the silver displaces the same amount 
of gold, then the volume of coin will fluctuate just the same as now, 
If it be added to the gold coinage it will swell the volume year by 
year, but diminish the fluctuations from year to year. 

In 1847 our gold coinage was forty millions; the next year it was 
three millions. In 150 it was nine millions; two years later it was 
sixty-two millions. In 1860 it was sixty millions; in 1864 it was 
twenty-one millions. If twenty-four millions of silver had been 
coined each year the volume would have been swelled just so much 
each year. But the vibration from year to year would have been 
much less extreme. In the first instance, instead of from twenty 
millions to three millions, the fluctuation would have been from 
forty-four to twenty-seven millions; in the second instance, instead 
of from nine to sixty-two millions, the fluctuation would have been 
from thirty-three to eighty-six millions, and in the last case, instead 
of from sixty to twenty-one millions, it would have been from eighty- 
four to forty-five millions. 

The fixed and determinate sum of silver added yearly to the in- 
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definite sum of gold would give to our standard of value one element 
of stability, whereas now it has not a single element of it. But so 
long as we adhere to a standard of value which rises and falls, and 
sways to and fro with all the vicissitudes of mining, and with every 
fortune of tickle commerce, it hardly seems worth our while to sub- 


mit to great sacrifices in order to guard against the intluence of | 


twenty-four millions of coined silver annually. 

Again, it is said that— 

Every consideration which justifies and requires the use of a precious metal as 
the basis of business * * * seems also to justify the use of both; * * * pro- 
vided always that the ase is universal, or nearly so; but that the remonetization 
of silver by the United States, at this present time, would be followed by such a 


depreciation in its value as to furnish a reason against the adoption of the plan by 
the rest of the world. 


This proposition more briefly stated is that the double standard of 
value is best, but if we adopt the double standard without the con- 
sent of other nations we shall depreciate the value of silver and de- 
stroy its popularity, and in the end defeat the desirable object of 
recoining it. 

Sir, there are but few propositions which arise upon which political 
economists are entirely agreed. On this one, however, they may be 
said to be very nearly unanimous, to wit, that monetizing a metal 
may appreciate but cannot depreciate its value. If the market value 
of silver bullion be a dollar an ounce, silver coins will be worth a dol- 
lar an ounce, although the statute may stamp them acent each. The 
author I quote, who is a dissenting member of the silver commission, 
is, so far as 1 know, the only one who impeaches the truth of this 
proposition. There are also very few questions, political or econom- 
ical, upon which Americans are wholly agreed; but the author just 
quoted is, I believe, the only one who does not hold that the power 
“to coin money and regulate the value thereof” is by our Constitu- 
tion conferred upon the Congress of the United States, and not upon 
‘a congress of nations. If that is so, I submit this Congress had 
better continue to exercise that power, and not attempt to abdicate 
it. If we coin money at all we had better coin the best, so far as we 
can ascertain what the best is. If the bimetallic coinage is the best, 
as this authority insists, we can afford to adopt it, althongh some 
other countries adopt the worst. Tifty years ago, Great Britain, as 
an “independent movement,” adopted for herself that worst policy 
of asingle standard. Great Britain still survives. Encouraged by 
that precedent, cannot we trust ourselves now, independently and 
alone if need be, to the best policy? 

Another objection, and the only serious one, is that this is an attempt 
to depreciate our coinage and to pay our debts at a discount. This 
objection fills the mouth of every opponent of the pending bill. It 
is urged on every side, earnestly and often offensively. The pending 
measure has been stigmatized as “dishonest finance.” Its friends 
are denounced as “currency quacks.” The bill is said to be “ perfid- 
ious” to the pledges given in respect to the public debt. An analy- 
sis of society has disclosed the fact that its rascals have combined in 
support of remonetization, and now exult in view of the fell blow 
they are about to strike at the public credit, while the pure and up- 
right in heart are gathered into the ranks of the opposition, mourning 
the decadence of public virtue, and like the Ephesians before the 
gospel reached them, “ having no hope,and without God in the world.” 

it was recently announced that a western city had been placed on 
the black-list because at a public meeting held within its limits the 
coinage of silver dollars was recommended. And so when some of 
its citizens tried to borrow money in New York they were told that 
money could not be trusted in the home of such a heresy. A metro- 
politan journal, which has been distinguished for its zeal in the 
cause of civil-service reform, only a few days since called upon the 
President to abandon that great cause; to snatch from the life of his 
perishing countrymen that water of life which has been gushing 
trom order No. 1; to forego for the present all effort to ingraft upon 
the civil service such blossoms of reform as Theodore Roosevelt, and 
Colonel Fitzsimmons, and Michael J. Waldron; and fora time to use 
his post-oflices and collectorships in calling the besotted devotees of 
remonetization to the worship of the one only trne metal. Surely we 
must be hardened sinners indeed if we can withstand such abundant 
means of grace. 

Taking the place assigned to me, among the rascals, meekly, I nev- 
ertheless feel moved to remark that, strictly speaking, the question 
is not whether we shall keep or break the promises we have made to 
the public creditor. In form, at least, the qnestion is rather what is 
the promise made to the public creditor. There is a difference of 
opinion, real or pretended, as to whether we have or have not prom- 
ised to pay our debt in gold. It seems to me the more charitable 
thing to assume, pending the debate, that the difference of opinion is 
real and not pretended. 

Of course we promised to pay gold or we did not. Only one of the 
disputed theories can, by any possibility, be correct. But it is quite 
possible that both may be honestly believed ; and I repeat that dur- 
ing the discussion I think it more generous, if not more just, to assume 
that both sides are honest in the opinions they avow. But I do not 
at all insist upon this predicate. If it will be a comfort to any one 
who opposes the bill to feel sure that whoever is wrong in this great 
dispute is willfully wrong, I am quite willing to concede it for the 
sake of the argument. It makes the debate far more momentous. 
The question is then bo longer one involving mere money, but one 
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involving morals as well. 
gains but character. 

If we have actually promised to pay in gold, those of ns w) 
pose to pay in a cheaper metal are trying to settle at a dises, 
But if, on the contrary, we really promised to pay in coin of a 4 
standard, those who would enforce payment at an appreciated st 


The side which loses must forfe; 
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If judgment goes avai, 
us, We must consent to wear the brand of repudiators; }ut if jr a 
ment goes against the other side, they must wear that of marajideorn 
Undoubtedly, if I refuse to pay you, sir, ten cents which I hones 
owe you, I do you a great wrong; but if you, having more physical 
strength than I, put your hand into my pocket and take tey eon: 
out which I do not owe you, there are moralists, or there used t 
who would hold even that to be improper. 

Before, however, I consent to be assigned to the category of a ro. 
pudiator I must be permitted to state what the terms of contract 
were when our debt was contracted. Every man, before he yyy. 
chases a bond, whether issued by the United States or any State, or 
by any municipality within a State, first looks to see whether the 
agents issuing the bond have authority of law for issuing such q 
bond as is offered to the market. It is therefore not only fair to as. 
sume, but impossible not to believe, that every man who holds a bond 
of the United States knows precisely what the authority was for issy- 
ing it. At the beginning of every month the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury publishes a statement of the items constituting the public debt: 
and referring to the act which authorizes each item. Referring to 
the last statement issued it will be seen that a little more than 
$783,000,000 of our bonded debt was authorized by the act of July 14, 
1870, as amended by the act of January 20, following. There is not)- 
ing ambiguous in the terms of that act. Every bond anthorized \y 
it is, by words, as apt as could be selected, made payable not in golil 
but in “coin;” not in “coin” generally, but in “ coin” of the they 
“standard value.” All the rest of our bonded debt was issued under 
different acts of dates prior to Jaly 14, 1870. 

A dispute had existed upon the question whether some of those 
earlier bonds were not legally payable in lawful money. That dis- 
pute was settled by the act of March 18, 1869, by which it is “ declared 
that the faith of the United States is solemnly pledged to the pay- 
ment in coin, or its equivalent, of all obligations of the United States 
not bearing interest, known as United States notes, and of all the in- 
terest-bearing obligations of the United States, except in cases where 
the law authorizing the issue of any such obligation has expressly 
provided that the same may be paid in lawful money, or other cur- 
rency than gold or silver.” 

Such was the contract between the United States and its creditors 
as it stood on the 14th of July, 1870. All bonds issued under the act 
of that date were payable in coin of the then standard value. All 
other bonds were payable in any other coin which the United States 
might see fit to issne from its mints. 

But it is now said, or at least insinuated, that since 1870 a new 
contract has been substituted and that by the terms of the new con- 
traet we have agreed not to pay any silver, but to pay exclusively iu 
gold. In other words that we have contracted not to pay coin but 
in something 10 per cent. better than coin. 

I do not forget the suggestion that payment in gold now is said to 
be no better for the creditor than payment in coin in 1570. I know 
how industriously it is argued that gold has not advanced but that 
silver has declined, and that it is the decline of silver, not the advance 
of gold, which occasions theexisting difference between the exchange- 
able values of the two metals. At this moment I do not stop to dis- 
pute the truth of these assumptions. I simply ask, has the contract 
been changed? Must the public debt now be paid in gold, and is 
such payment 10 per cent. better than payment incoin? If so, when, 
where, and how was that change made ? / 

An alteration so impertent should not be made ina corner ; it should 
not be made in the dark; it should not be the result of indirection, of 
accident, or of trick. Two hundred millions should not be taken from 
the pockets of the people by mere legislative sleight-of-hand. Ifthe 
contract has been so changed, we should expect to find the alteration 
made openly, publicly, and for a good consideration; above all we 
should expect it to be made plainly. It should not be the oflice of 
laborious interpretation to deduce an alteration in the contract which 
makes the burden of it two hundred millions heavier than it was as 
made. Where, then, is this disastrous alteration to be found? 

Mr. President, the detective police has been employed for months in 
pursuit of that amendment; submarine lawyers have goue down in 
diving-bells fathoms a into old statutes in search of the new con- 
tract ; parliamentary archwologists have excavated whole mountains 
of mouldy debates to uncover it; and yet the whole combined force 
has failed to discover any such alteration. Not only have they utterly 
failed to show us that alteration of the contract, but even those who 
are most confident it exists are not at all agreed as to where it is to be 
found. Some by blasting have thought they uncovered it in the very 
heart of the “coinage act of 1873;” others by boring claim to have 
struck it in a crevice of the Revised Statutes. Such an amendment 
ought not to be lodged in either place, and I am glad to say for the 
credit of our legislation that I do not find it in either of those places; 
not the ghost of it. ; ian 

A great deal has been said of the origin of the coinage act of 1873. 
It has been charged to stupidity, to conspiracy, to {raud, as well as 
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to the opposites of those inspirations. Sir, I have nothing now to 

cay of the parentage of that act; but I have this to say of its effect. 

It does not, in my judgment, have the least possible effect upon either 

of the acts under which our bonded debt was contracted. It does | 
aot change a word or a syllable either of the act of March 18, 1869, 

or of the act of July 14, 1870. It does not take a word ont of those 

acts. It does not add a word to either of those acts. As we have 

already seen, the former act simply commands that the debt pre- 

7 ously contracted shall be paid in coin, while the latter commands 

that the debt issued in pursuance of it shall be paid not merely in 

coin, but in coin of the standard value then existing. Among the 

coins then existing and recognized by law as an unlimited tender for 

debt was a dollar containing 4124 grains of standard silver. It has 

id, carelessly no doubt, that such a coin was then obsolete. 

That is a mistake. Those dollars were then annually issued from 

the Mint. Over a million were issued in 1872. Over $900,000 were 

jssned in 1873 before the coinage act took effect. Now, what is there 

in the act of 1873 which conflicts at all with either of the acts just 

referred to? It was the sole purpose of those acts to fix the relation 

between the United States and its creditors. It was the sole purpose 

of the act of 1873 to regulate the mints and coinage of the United 

States. That act does not refer to the debt, it does not refer to the 

creditors of the United States. It does not directly or indirectly al- 

lude to either of them. The fifteenth section does indeed enumerate 
the silver coins of the United States and does omit from that enumera- 

tion the dollar containing 4124 grains, and the seventeenth section does 

declare that “ no coins, either of gold or silver, or minor coinage shall 
hereafter be issued from the mint other than those of the denomina- 
tions, standards, and weights herein set forth.” But neither of those 
sections refer to the debt nor to those holding the debt. They are 
commands issued to the directors of the mints. I think myself the 
eflect of the two sections is to declare that the dollar of 412} grains 
shall no longer be coined; but, as was said a few days since by the 
Senator from Ohio, neither of those sections affect in any way the 
character of the silver dollars already issued. Whatever potency 
they had when issued they continued to have after the act of 1873 was 
passed. They had always been, and they still continued to be, legal 
tender for any and every debt, whether owned by the United States 
or by any individual in the United States. Not only is such the true 
construction of the sections referred to, but it is the express declara- 
tion of the sixty-seventh section of the same act. That section de- 
clares that— 


t 


been 82a 


This act shall not be construed to affect any act done, right accrued, or penalty 
incurred under former acts. 


If, therefore, 4124 grains had been made into a silver dollar, that 
remained a silver dollar. If the right had theretofore accrued to pay 
a dollar’s indebtedness with such a coin, that right still survived the 
act of 1973. If the act of 1873, instead of enumerating the coins 
thereafter to be issued from the Mint, had merely directed that there- 
after no new coin should be issued, I take it no man, certainly no 
lawyer, would have insisted that such a provision at all affected the 
pre-existing obligations of the Government to pay its whole debt in 
coin, or at all affected the rights of the creditors of the United States 
to have their whole debt so paid; and if those rights and those obli- 
gations would have survived an expr3ss command to the mints not 
to issue any more coins of any description, certainly the right and the 
pe must both survive a-mere prohibition to issue one partic- 
ular coin, 

This construction is confirmed by reference to the repealing clause 
of the act of 1873. That clause does not repeal in terms any portion 
of the act of March, 1869, or of July, 1870. It does not refer directly 
or indirectly to those acts. It does not, in terms, repeal all other acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent with its provisions. The repealing clause 
is more restricted than that, and merely repeals ‘All other acts and 
parts of acts pertaining to the mints, assay offices, and coinage of the 
United States inconsistent with the provisions of this act.” 

Indeed, sir, the new contract contended for could not have been 
effected merely by the repeal of any portion of the acts of 1869 and 
1x70. Possibly you could abrogate the old contract by repealing 
ae acts, but to make a new contract something should be added 
to them, 

Those acts required payment in “coin.” What is wanted now by 
the opponents of this bill is to find an act which inserts the word 
“gold” before “coin.” Such an act has not been discovered. 

It has been said in the course of this debate that the Revised Stat- 
utes took a step toward demonetizing the silver dollar in advance of 
the act of 1873. Section 3586 does indeed declare that “ the sil- 
ver coins of the United States shall be legal tender at their nom- 
inal value for any amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment.” 
lat section does seem to include by its terms all the silver coins, 
whether issued from the Mint before the coinage act of 1273 or sub- 
sequently thereto, and dollars as well as subsidiary coins, and it is 
true that the Revised Statutes do repeal all prior acts upon the sub- 
Ject of coins and of legal tender; but it is expressly provided that 
the repeal of said acts “shall not affect any act done or any right 
accruing or accrued.” 

There are, therefore, two reasons why I think the public creditor 
has no right to insist that the Revised Statutes changed the cbliga- 


tion of the debts he owned: first, because that code declares its pur- 
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pose not to affect any act already done or any right already accrned— 
the rights of the creditors and the rights of debtors stood after 
that enactment just as they stood before the enactment—and, sec- 
ondly, because it was the whole purpose of that revision to leave not 
only rights but to leave laws precisely as they had been. The re- 
visers were not anthorized to make anv change in the law, but to 
preserve the law precisely as it stood. The assent of the two Houses 
was given to the code upon the assumption that the law had not been 
changed. The very title proclaims the book to be “ An act to revise 
and consolidate the statutes of the United States, in force on the Ist 
day of December, A. D. 1873,” not to put a new act into force. 

If there is an alteration in any of its provisions it is so clearly a 
mistake, so clearly the result of inadvertence, that a public creditor 
could not in conscience take advantage of it, and a private creditor 
would not be allowed to take advantage of it. 

I conclude, therefore, that there is an utter failure to show any 
alteration in the contract made between the Government and its 
creditors by the acts of 1569 and 1870. As that obligation was then 
so it is to-day, so far as the obligation is created by statute. 

If the creditor insists npon payment, not in coin but in gold, he 
must stand upon the equity of his claims, and not upon the law of 
the land. 

What, then, are the equities npon which such a claim can hope to 
stand? One is that the creditor came to the rescue of the Govern- 
ment in its distress. When the Government needed money, money 
which could not be raised by taxation, then the capitalist advanced 
it; advanced it liberally, bountifully, and should therefore be paid, 
not niggardly, but generously. 

Two or three considerations somewhat impair the weight of this 
equity. First, it is to be observed that the capitalist did not exactly 
jij to the rescue of the Government when it needed money. When 
the Government needed money, money could not be borrowed at home 
or abroad. Not abroad, for it did not suit the political purposes of 
foreign lenders to loan the Republic money. Not at home, for it did 
not suit the convenience or the ability of our own capitalists to sup- 
ply the amount needed. The best that capital proposed to do for the 
Government was in the offer of the banks to loan the Government 
their own notes. Those notes were not money and were not by any 
possibility to be converted into money. The Government was there- 
fore driven to the alternative of issuing its own notes. It did issue 
its own notes. It declared them a legal tender for debt, and being 
legal tender they found their way, as money does, into the vaults of 
the capitalists. They took the notes as the soldier and the farmer 
and the manufacturer took them, because they were compelled to 
take them; and they exchanged them for the bonds of the United 
States because they preferred to have the obligations of the Govern- 
ment, which promised interest as well as principal, and named a spe- 
cific time of payment, rather than to hold the obligations of the 
same debtor, which name no time of payment and which promised 
no interest for forbearance. 

When, therefore, the capitalist took the bonds of the United States 
he consulted, as it was his right to consult, his own interest. I mako 
no point upon the fact that they dealt with the notes as money until 
the volume was so swollen and the values of all other commodities 
were so enhanced that the bonds of the Government were deemed 
the best property on the market. I make no point upon the fact that 
they did not pay in gold for their bonds, and did not pay in notes for 
them until the notes had fallen far below the par of gold. The sim- 
ple fact remains that they did exchange United States notes for 
United States bonds. They did assume the risk, whatever that was, 
of the Government paying the bonds. War cannot be prosecuted 
without some one incurring some risk. 

Of course, before we stop building monuments to commemorate the 
various heroisms displayed during the late war we shall erect one at 
least in memory of the daring exhibited by the capitalist who ac- 
cepted United States notes as the conscript put on the United States 
uniform, because he could not help himself, and who, when he could 
not find anything better in the market to buy, exchanged the notes 
for interest-bearing bonds. But does this heroism give to the doughty 
capitalist an equitable claim on the Treasury? Must it be paid for 
in cash ? 

Others besides the capitalist assumed risks. Farmers and mechan- 
ics accepted the same notes in exchange for their food and their fab- 
rics. They can get no bounty, for they hold no bonds. A million 
volunteers stepped into the ranks of your armies. They assumed 
some risk! Three hundred thousand fell there! No compensation 
can ever be made here for the risk they assumed. More than one 
hundred thousand were disabled in that service. They ask even yet 
that the pensions promised them may bear date from the time of their 
disability, and as yet we have not responded to that modest request. 
The survivors in that struggle have thought the Government could 
afford to distribute a bounty among them of $25,000,000 or $50,000,000, 
We have not acquiesced in that request. These soldiers will hardly 

acquiesce in paying a bounty of two hundred millions to capital be- 
cause of its daring. 

By the sweat and the blood of that soldiery, by their sufferings 

an their sacrifices during the war, by the patient toil and hardy 
enterprise which they and their companions in labor have exhibited 


since the war closed, the public credit has been gradually lifted, 


until now every dollar represented by your debt, oven if paid in the 
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whitest silver ever issued from the Mint, has double the power in 
every market that any dollar invested in the old bonds ever had. 

fhe air is filled with complaints that the public creditor is to be 
paid but ninety cents on a dollar; that the public debt is to be scaled 
down. If the assertion were true, which it is not, the public creditor 
ought to be glad to get even ninety cents on a dollar, considering 
the terms upon which he purchased, considering what untold sacrifice 
has been made to raise his purchase up even to ninety cents on the 
dollar. If it were not unconstitutional for capital to be grateful, 
the purchaser of your bonds who gets even ninety cents upon the 
dollar ought to devote a handsome portion of that as a thank-offer- 
lly. 

It has been said that a stronger equity still is presented by those 
who have bought the bonds of the Government since the act of 1873 
was passed. The act of 1573 did say that the dollar of the fathers 
should no longer be coined; but the act of 1573 imposed no sort of 
restriction upon the anthority of any succeeding Congress to coin 
money. The creditor may have referred to that act to see what met- 
als were then recognized in our coinage; but he was bound also to 
look at the Constitution, which Constitution grants to Congress and 
to every Congress the unrestricted authority to coin money and to 
regulate its valne, Congress might have contracted to pay its cred- 
itors in gold dollars and in gold dollars of 25 or of 250 grains and suc- 
ceeding Congresses might have been bound by the contract, but it is 
not in the power of one Congress by contract to restrict the authority 
of any succeeding Congress to coin money. It may be urged that it 
is a hardship for him who has purchased a bond upon the supposition 
that he was at some future time to be paid its face in gold to be told 
now that he will be paid in silver. The hardship is not great. If 
the quotations can be relied upon there is not a bond issued by the 
United States now on the market which cannot be sold for a pre- 
mium. The most that any holder can say in derogation of the pro- 
posed measure is that if Congress shall agree to it he will not make 
as much as he hoped to make from his purchase; no man can say 
with truth that he will lose a dollar by his purchase. 

I am therefore unable to see anything in the bill now before the 
Senate which either impeaches the good faith of the Government or 
impugnsits sense of justice. It fulfills itscontracts to the very letter 
and it meets every demand that justice can urge against the Govern- 
ment ; so, if the question be one involving public faith, the bill pre- 
serves that faith both with the people and their creditors. It lays 
upon the former no burden which they have not assumed and yields 
to the latter just what they bargained for. 

But, in point of fact, sir, no such question is involved in the bill 
before the Senate. The issue is not whether we shall pay ninety or 
one hundred and ten cents on the dollar of the public debt. If the 
bill becomes a law the creditor will receive one hundred cents on the 
dollar; if it fails to become a law the creditor will receive no more 
aud no less than one hundred cents on the dollar. 

Sir, we have no authority for saying that 412} grains of silver are 
worth intrinsically less than 25.8 grains of gold. The former, I grant, 
brings less in the English and in the German markets than the latter, 
because England and Germany both proscribe silver and patronize 
gold. The silver brings less in our own markets. We have trans- 
muted both into commodities, and accordingly we value both as we 
value our wheat, according to what they will bring in other markets. 
We cannot regulate the price of either metal in foreign markets ; 
we can regulate the price of both in ourown markets. Restore both 
to the rank of money, and while they remain money they will have 
precisely the same authority. If you wish to send either abroad 
it will go not as money bat as a commodity, and you will always 
naturally send whichever is most capable in the market to which 
you remit. 

Mr. President, I do not regard the demonetization of silver as an 
attempt to wrench from the people more than they agreed to pay. 
That is not the crime of which I accuse the act of 1573. I charge it 
with guilt compared with which the robbery of two hundred mill- 
ions is venial. 

The pending bill does not promise to the aah cheap money. 
Every man who gets asilverdollar will pay for it the value of a gold 
dollar. He will pay whatever the bullion price may be to the miner, 
and the balance he will pay to the Government for coinage, always 
assuming, as 1 cannot doubt, that the amendment reported by the 
Committee on Finance will be agreed to by the Senate. Thepending 
bill will not lower our standard of value but preserve that standard. 
Sir, these are the reasons why I would remonetize silver: First, be- 
cause silver is an American product, and I am unwilling to legislate 
against such a product, no matter where itisfound. That, however, 
is a minor reason. Lf all the bonanzas in all the Nevadas were in the 
middle of the Pacifie I should still insist upon the remonetization of 
silver. 

Sir, the world grew old, populous, productive, and commerce was 
born when the world had for a currency only gold and silver, together 
with such accessories as Virginia tobacco, Indian wampum, Grecian 
cattle, Carthagenian leather, and other like barbaric contrivances 
could supply; but the quickening energies of civilization outgrew 
all (hese simple resources. Bills of exchange, promissory notes, bank- 
checks, bank-notes, and other forms of credit supervened. As popu- 
Jation increased and spread over the surface of the earth, as produc- 
tion swelled, as machinery came to supply the want of mannal labor, 





as the steamboat and the railway became common carriers 
nessed lightnings drove the old couriers from their old beats +) 
ume of credit was intlated. I shall not exhibit in figures ¢),.. , 


growth of this production, this commerce, or this credit. The fen: 


and | 


are within reach of every Senator. Only one item I submit. ie 
The debts contracted by different nations already ageror te t] 

fabulous sum of nearly $23,000,000,000, and this is exclusive of all 

indebtedness contracted by the States composing this nat a 


s on ._? : oe on, and 
exclusive of all municipal, corporate, or individual indebtedness 


The enormous mass almost staggers belief. One obligation has 1» 
strained the growth of this debt. The law of every country has 





sistently tied its credit to its legal-tender issue. With few exceptions 
the legal-tender issue is constituted of gold andsilvercoin, 4} he | = 
has said everywhere, substantially, “ promise what you pleas, iy t 
take care to promise no moneys which you cannot redeem ip gold und 
silver coin, or in commodities measured by those coins; not by op: of 


them, but by both of them.” Such was the condition of the World 4 
few years ago: national debts aggregating nearly $23,000,000 (ug - 5), 
ternational trade three times as great; domestic production, intern il 
commerce, and private debts absolutely immeasurable in volume. 
The circulating medium which moved this mass of business ay] 
resolved this fabric of debt was coin—gold and silver coin. 

The stock of coinin the whole western world was estimated in 1879 
at $3,700,000,000. Of that sum $1,275,000,000 were estimated to | 
in silver. 

About that time the conspiracy seems to have been formed to with- 
draw from that circulation the silver in it ; that is, nearly one-third 
of the whole stock. But when you expel one dollar of coin from the 
circulating medium you compel the retirement of all bank issues 
based upon it, and you shrink the value of commodities measured 
by it. 

I shall not detain the Senate by narrating the growth of this con- 
spiracy. A large part of Europe is already init. France, it is said, 
joined it since this debate commenced. The practical question be- 
fore us is, shall the United States become a party to it? For one, I 
decline. 

Sir, this is not contraction; this is strangulation. This is not a 
question of heaping burdens upon the labor and enterprise of the 
people. It is an attempt to paralyze that labor and that enterprise. 
It is not a proposition to add 10 per cent. to the obligation of tho 
publicdebt. It is a deliberate effort to blast 33 per cent. of the ability 
of the people to pay the debt. 

If the laws of the commercial world had from the beginning recog- 
nized barley and wheat to be grain, and contracts had been made to de- 
liver 22,000,000,000 bushels of grain, and then if half that world should 
combine to prohibit the use of barley and to demand the delivery of 
wheat alone upon all grain contracts, I think the monstrous claim 
would startle the conscience of even our tinancial metropolis. But 
that measure would be merciful in comparison with the one which 
confrontsus. That would leave the capacity to produce unshackled. 
This strikes a fatal blow at that capacity. 

Gentlemen rather tlippantly characterize the friends of the pending 
bill as the victims of a “silver mania.” It is a mania which lias pos- 
sessed the world for thousands of years, and cannot now be dispelled 
by a sneer. 

The honorable Senator from Michigan the other day, yielding for 
one delicious moment to the play of that exuberant fancy, which if 
not so sternly repressed would often, I fear, impel him into the domain 
of poetry, spoke of the measure as a “ pest.” He traced its origin to 
the West, and classified it with the grasshoppers and the Colorado 
bugs. Sir, I do not complain of this language; I assume that it was 
quite parliamentary ; but I doubt if it was well considered ; and let 
me say to that honorable Senator, and to all honorable Senators, and 
to all honorable gentlemen everywhere, that the West is not likely 
to faint even under such withering sarcasm. The West does not feel 
compelled to go to Wall street to study ethics. The West knows her 
obligations and keeps them as well as other portions of this country 
or of the world. She is not so old as the East and is not so rich as 
some portions of the East. She has fewer millionaires, thank God, 
and fewer paupers as a consequence, but she will venture to submit 
her business morality to jadgment at the Great Assize beside that of 
her sister States, no matter where they may be located. 

Sir, this is not an issue between the East and the West. It is an 
issue between productive effort and fixed capital. I say it isan issue 
between those who depend upon production for making capital and 
those who rely upon investing the income of earned capital in pro- 
duction. These are the two classes who hold up their hands to you 
to-day, and from the East as well as from the West—for on this ques- 
tion there is no East and no West and no North and no South—the 
welfare of all States and all countries is involved in it; and I must 
be allowed to add you cannot put the energies and enterprise of this 
country in the pillory you are trying to erect and be sure of public 
content. Andshould the people lose their temper under the exasperat- 
ing influence of financial experiments their movements are likely to 
resemble nothing less than the flight of grasshoppers. The simple 
truth is the people of the West and the people everywhere believe 
you are trying to alter their contracts, and they object to it. They 
are as sincere in that belief as the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance is in his. If they are in error, point out to them their error; 
but you cannot convince them by vilifying them, by suborniug 
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aluminate them, or by hiring caricaturists to make 
It is all the more difficult to convince them because 
They are right. As to the law of the case, 
ares the law; and the Senator from Michigan, 


newspapers to ¢ 
faces at them. 

. y i oT -.. 
they are not in erro 
the Colorado beetle decl 
bed ire not dispute the law as they lay it down. As to the justice of 
the case. any beetle can interpret that more accurately than some have 
‘ote rpreted upon this floor. | 
~ Mr. President, the highest duty of this Government is to do exact 
just 
contrat 
them as made. 


‘ts, not to impair them, not to enlarge them, but to enforce 
If it fail in this duty it is dishonored and disgraced. 


tat beyond this it owes a duty to civilization and to mankind, and 


in my judgment the time has come to assume that duty. That duty 


is to give notice immediately and emphatically to the world that the 


United States will be no party to the atrocious attempt to shrivel 
enterprise to the standard of a single metal, that with our consent 


nent as he is, both as jurist and statesman, does not declare it, and | 


ice to its citizens, debtors and creditors alike; not to mutilate | 
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production shall not be manacled, that without our protest labor | 


shall not be emasculated. 

We are vociferously told that the President will veto the pending 
pill. To that effect I will believe no tongue but the President’s. 
But if I had access to his ear I should not hesitate to tell him it was 
his duty not to thwart but to aid the friends of the bill in passing 
it, and toapprove it when passed, and that it was his duty also, be- 
fore the ides of March have come, to instruct every one of his min- 
isters abroad to make early and earnest representation to the several 
governments to which they are accredited, that the dearest interests 
of millions now everywhere languishing in adversity, and of other 
millions which every succeeding generation must add, that the 
welfare of the world, if not its peace, demands the prompt remission 
of all efforts to ostracise either of the precious metals from the stand- 
ardof value and from the medium of exchange. I believe one-half 
the effort, tosay nothing of the money, expended to bring this coun- 
try into the great conspiracy, would explode the conspiracy. But if 
other governments should prove deaf to these representations we 
could still show the suffering of all lands that there is here still a 
home for the oppressed where a generous soil and just laws await 
them, and where capital and labor are secured in their equal rights. 

But we are told the cheaper metal will drive out the dearer and 
gold will be banished from our circulation. Silver will not drive 
out anything. Silver is not aggressive; it is so much like the apos- 
tle’s description of wisdom that it is “first pure, then peaceable, gen- 
tle;” its opponents admit that it is too “easy to be entreated.” I 
believe it is “full of merey and good fruits,” and I know it is “ with- 
out partiality and without hypocrisy.” Put a silver and a gold dol- 
lar into the same purse and they will lie quietly together. If the 
owner wishes to part with one he can part with either. Neither will 
go abroad unless the owner sends it, and he will not send it unless 
le gets something he would rather have in exchange for it. That 
does not impoverish the owner nor injure any one else. 

But the gold, they say, will all disappear and we shall be deluged 
with silver. Sir, let us not be frightened by terms. “Be deluged 
with silver?” 1 admit the last deluge which visited the world was 
wet, uncomfortable, and destructive; but a deluge of silver is quite 
another affair. That is dry and so dense that the weakest swimmer 
could keep on the surface without the aid of an ark, and it would be so 
great a novelty that I would be glad to be visited by such a deluge. 

But, again, it is so heavy to handle it! Then do not handle it. 
Accept the proposition moved by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
BLAINE;] let your mints stamp bars instead of coining dollars; let 
the Treasury hold the bars, issue certificates for them, and then you 
will have a paper circulation not merely representing coin but actu- 
ally convertible into coin at the pleasure of the holder. But gold 
will not vanish in the presence of silver. 
presence of greenbacks, not even when greenbacks were worth less 
than forty cents on the dollar in gold. ‘Tbe world has had all the 
gold it found absolutely necessary. 

But after all we are asked why not put into the silver dollar the 
present commodity value of the gold dollar? I answer, for many 
and most commanding reasons. First, debts, public and private, are 
contracted aggregating thousands of millions. Each dollar is pay- 
able by 412} grains of silver. You have no right to compel the 
celivery of 440 or 454 grains for each dollar. That is filching; only 
a few bundred millions, to be sure, but it is filehing. 

Secondly. Putting in that quantity of silver would make the meas- 
ure a felo de se. The great object I aim at is to restore silver to that 


standard by which you measure the labor and the products of the | 


world and to that medium by which you exchange the products of 
the world, and therefore I ask you to coin it into money once more. 


You say—yes, if you are allowed to put more into a dollar than can | 


© procured for a dollar. Who does not see that silver cannot be 
coined upon such terms? Daily we are told by the opponents of the 
bill that when the coinage act of 1273 was passed silver dollars were 
hot coined because 412} grains could not be afforded for a dollar. 
This nation and other nations denounced silver as money, and it fell 
in the market. Now yon generously offer to restore it at 454 grains 
to the dollar, 1 

for a dollar in gold; we demonetized it; we can now buy, you say, 
404 grains for a gold dollar. So you will consent to remonetize sil- 
Ver at that ratef Suppose once more all existing contracts for dol- 


It has not fled from the | 


When silver was money we could not get 412} grains | 





NATE. 


| lars were, instead, contracts for so many bushels of grain; that grain 


had in 1873 been recognized by commercial nations to inelude both 
barley and wheat, and both had commanded substantially the same 
price in the markets. Suppose, then, we had degrainetized barley ; 
had enacted that it shonld not be deliverable on grain contracts. Of 
course the demand for barley would thereby greatly diminish; its 
price would decline. As the demand for wheat would correspond- 
ingly increase, its price would rise. Suppose we had watched the 
rise of wheat and the fall of barley until two bushels of the latter 
would only buy one of the former. Suppose there came to us then, 
as there would be sure to come, a cry like that we hear now, “the 
world cannot produce the wheat to fill our grain contracts; barley is 
abundant, and for it there is little use. In the name of merey re- 
grainetize barley.” Can any one who knows the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance conceive that he would respond 
to such a demand, “ Yes, we will permit you to deliver barley for 
grain once more, provided you will deliver two bushels for one ?” 

I insist that silver shall be restored to the medium of exchange; 
but I am told that the two coins must be of equal value not only in 
our market but in all markets. Well, I say the first step toward 
equalization of the two is to remonetize both. When you have done 
that, I will agree to a convention of representatives from the com- 
mercial nations to establish a common relation. There can be no 
question that the general recognition of silver as money would dem- 
onstrate that the ratio fixed by the pending bill is too high rather 
than too low. But I will not consent to build a“ lean-to” upon our 
coins so often as the malign legislation of any foreign government 
may succeed in discrediting the metal of which they are composed. 

Mr. President, since the adjournment on Thursday last a petition 
has been received here from certain bankers in my own State. One 
of them has favored me with a copy of the petition. I know the 
signers. I know them to be gentlemen of high character whose in- 
structions I would be very likely to follow upon questions of this 
character. What I have said this afternoon I have said more by way 
ef explaining my course to this portion of my constituents than for 
any other purpose. In the letter which accompanies this petition my 
correspondent says that the petition was sent to my honorable friend 
from Vermont, the chairman of the Committee on Finance, because 
it was feared that neither my colleague nor myself would indorse the 
petition. The fear was well-grounded so far as I am concerned; but 
I think the Senate knows that not only I but other Senators almost 
daily lay on your table petitions which the Senator presenting cannot 
indorse. But my correspondent says: 

This silver business seems pretty hard. We have bonght and sold United States 
bonds since 1863 and 1°69, and Government has received gold coin every time, and 
now to compel people to take less is hard. 


Of course that statement is true, or my correspondent would not 
have made it; but it is one of the most extraordinary financial state- 
ments, I think, which has been made during the course of this debate; 
and this debate will be memorable for the extraordinary statements 
it has elicited. These bonds which my correspondent says he sold, 
and for which the Government has received gold, were issued under 
the acts of March 3, 1863, of March 3, 1264, of March 3, 1-65—all ex- 
cept those which were issued under the act of July 14, 1870. Every 
one of these loans was purchasable by the law in United States notes, 
and during the year 1863, of those notes it took $145.20 on an average 
to buy $100 in gold. During the year 1864 it took $203.20 of those 
notes to buy $100 in gold; during the succeeding vear it took $157.70; 
during the next year, $140.90; during the next, $165.20; during the 
next, $139.70; and during 1869, $133. 

I say in view of the fact that those bonds might have been paid 
for with those notes it seems a very strange thing that they should 
have been paid for in gold which was worth so much more. But it 
is not to be supposed that an honorable banker would make a state- 
ment upon a grave question of this kind as within his own personal 
observation and knowledge that was not absolutely correct. 

The petitioners assign several reasons why we should refuse to pass 
this bill. I allude to just one and shall only expend a word upoh 
that. They say: 

While the Government may have a technical right to pay a certain portion of its 
obligations in silver, we yet believe that an enforcement of this right would bea 
violation of the spirit of the contract with damaging results far in excess of the 


possible benefits, and to also cast a stain upon oar commercial integrity and which 
it would take generations of time to wipe out. 


“A technical right” to pay debts in silver coin. How came that 
technical right to arise? What technical right is there about it or 
what chance for technicality? Either the public creditor has agreed 
to take silver or we have agreed to pay gold, one of the two. If the 
last is the case, you must pay gold; and, if the first is the case, no 
creditor has a right to talk of our taking advantage of a technicality. 

When the farmer promises to deliver the crop on a hundred acres 
of wheat and tenders it he should not be accused of skulking under 


| a technicality because he declines to accompany the delivery of the 


crop with a deed of the land. 

If we take advantage of the technicality we are told it will be 
accompanied by “damaging results far in excess of the possible 
benefits, and it would also cast a stain upon our commercial integ- 


| rity and which it would take generations of time to wipe out.” 


ne word and I have done. The commercial integrity of this 
country, Mr. President, is not likely to suffer so long as the people 
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pay just as they have agreed to pay; and the commercial integrity 
of this country never caa survive that time when the Government 
undertakes to wrest from the pockets of the people more than they 


have agreed to pay. I plant myself on the law and the justice of 


the contract and I will guarantee the integrity of the country so | 


long as the country stands by its contracts, 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I desire to offer some observations 
on this bill, but it can hardly be expected that I shall do so at this 
late hour. 

Mr. HEREFORD. If the Senator yields to me, I shall move that 
the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. TELLER. I desire to offer an amendment to the pending bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Davis, of West Virginia, in the 
chair.) The proposed amendment will be received and ordered to be 
printed. The Senator from West Virginia moves that the Senate 
adjourn. 


‘The motion was agreed to; and (at five o’clock and twenty-five | 


minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TurEspAy, February 5, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. DP. HARRISON. 

rhe Journal of yesterday was read in part, when 

Mr. KNAPP said: I ask unanimous consent that the farther read- 
ing of the Journal be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. If there should be any errors in the Journal—— 

Mr. ATKINS. How will we know what corrections to make, if the 
Journal is not read? It is not usual to dispense with the reading of 
the Journal, and I object. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the Journal, which 
Was approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

The SPEAKER. There are a number of gentlemen present who 
have matters which they desire to have disposed of by the House, to 
which, so far as the Chair is able to judge, there will really be no ob- 
jection. Yesterday the Chair asked that such gentlemen might have 
an opportunity to present their matters, but the House at that time 
seemed to be unwilling. The Chair now renews the request that he 
be allowed to recognize gentlemen who desire to present concurrent 
resolutions, House resolutions, and memorials from citizens and cor- 
porations, to which there can be no objection for reference. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the proposition is to introduce these matters 
for reference only, I have no objection. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule, there is really very little chance 
for these matters to come before the House. As they are subject to 
unanimous consent, the Chair thinks it is not an improper request to 
make. 

Mr. BEEBE. Will it involve debate ? 

The SPEAKER. Not to involve debate or voting. 

There was no objection. 

MINT AT CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. STEELE. I present the memorial of the Board of Trade of 
the City of Charlotte,in the State of North Carolina, asking for the 
re-establishment of the branch mint at that place. I ask that the 
petition be printed in the Recorp without now being read. 

Mr. FOSTER, I object to the printing in the Recorp. 

The memorial was received and referred to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

SUBCONTRACTORS OF STAR ROUTES. 

Mr. MONEY. I ask unanimous consent to present and have 
adopted at this time the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas the Postmaster-General in his annual report recommends that a law 
be enacted giving subcontractors upon star routes @ lien upon the compensation 
due to contractors from the Department: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster-General be directed to furnish the House a list of 
all contracts upon which payments were made at the close of the quarter ending 
June 30, 12877, upon power of attorney, together with the name of the original con- 
tractor, the attorney to which payment was actually made, the date of the power 


of attorney, the original pay upon which the contract was let, and the increase 
and curtailment of the same, with their dates and causes. 


Mr. GARFIELD. Let that go to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, to examine and report whether such information 
should be called for. 

Mr. MONEY. If I could be allowed one moment to state the ob- 
ject—— 

Mr. HALE. I thought this consent was for reference only; I 
thought it was the understanding that there should be uo debate. 

The SPEAKER. The understanding was that consent should now 
be given for the presentation of House resolutions and concurrent 
resolutions and petitions and memorials of corperate bodies and citi- 
zens to which there would be no objection, no vote to be taken ex- 
cept by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. I think the understanding was that the consent was 


given upon the idea that everything that came in should )e ¢ 
erence, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has his remedy by merely ma}, 
an objection. ii roo 
Mr. MONEY. If I can get nothing else, I ask that the reso)y 
| be referrred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post IR : 

No objection was made, and the resolution was referred 
ingly. 


or ref- 


oads, 
accord. 
REFORMED ALPHABET AND ORTHOGRAPHY. 
Mr. STONE, of Iowa, presented the memorial of N. E. Dawson, 5 
surlington, Iowa, setting forth a plan of a reformed alphabet 4 
orthography, and suggesting measures to extend a knowledve 
over the nation ; which was referred to the Committee on Ex) 
and Labor. 


f 
l 


fj 
of it 


icalion 
BRIDGE ACROSS SAGINAW RIVER. 

Mr. HUBBELL. Iam directed by the Committee on Comm aa 
to report the preamble and resolution which I send to the ( 
desk, and ask that it be adopted at this time. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas the Congress of the United States has heretofore appropriated larga 
sums of money for the improvement of the navigation of the Saginaw River | 
the State of Michigan; and , 

Whereas it is proposed by certain parties in the city of East Saginaw to « - 
struct a bridge across said Saginaw River within the limits of the said city of F 1st 
Saginaw and near a bridge already built across said river, which it is all: ri 
obstruct the navigation of said river: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, requested to inf 
the Ilouse of Representatives whether said proposed bridge will if bui 
obstruction to the navigation of said river. 


lerk’s 
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ged will 
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it Cause an 


There being no objection, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. HUBBELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resoly- 
tion was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ASSISTANT SERGEANTS-AT-ARMS. 

Mr. LIGON, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Committee on Reform in the Civil 
Service: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms is hereby empowered to appoint five assist 
ants, whose duty it shall be to preserve order in strict conformity with the ru 
the House on the floor, in the galleries, and the surrounding lobbies ; the said as 


ants to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House of Representatives, the sal- 
ary of the same to be fixed by the Committee of Accounts. 


EDGAR HUSON. 

Mr. DWIGHT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3065) for the relief of Edgar Huson; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CONTINGENT LAND GRANTS, INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Mr. KNAPP. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a resolution of 
the House directing the Committee on the Judiciary to obtain certain 
information in regard to certain bonds alleged to have been issued 
by certain railroad companies on certain contingent land grants of 
the lands of the Indians in the Indian Territory. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and the same is hereby, in 
structed to ascertain, at its earliest convenience, whether or not the railroad com 
panies referred to by the acts of the Thirty-ninth Congress, approved, respective 
July 25, 26, and 27, 1866, and entitled, respectively: “Au act granting lands to the 
State of Kansas toaid in the construction of the Kansas and Neosho Valley Railroad 
and its extension to Red River,’ ‘‘An act granting lands to the State of Kansas to 
aid in the construction of a southern branch of the Union Pacific Railway and te! 
graph from Fort Riley, Kansas, to Fort Smith, Arkansas,” and ‘An act granting 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line from the States of 
Missouri and Arkansas to the Pacific coast,’’ have issued bonds of any kind pred 
icated upon the conditional land grants on the lands of the Indians ot the Indian 
Territory claimed by said companies under said acts. And if it be ascertained that 
such bonds have been issued, then itshall be the duty of said committee to ascer 
tain in whose possession the bonds are, and for what purpose. And the said com 
mittee, in the discharge of its duties under this resolution, will be authorized ! 
call for persons and papers, and, when necessary, to compel the attendant i 
nesses in its investigation, and to report in full the result of such investigation to 
this Honse during the present session of Congress. 


The resolution was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
CHARGES AGAINST LIEUTENANT TURNER, TENTH CAVALRY. 


Mr. BRAGG, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, requested to furnish 
this Louse for its information— ’ 

1. A copy of any and all charges and specifications, if any, which have been 
preferred against Lieutenant-Colonel Shafter, Twenty-fourth Infantry, statioue: 
at Fort Clark, Texas, and at what date such charges and specifications were pm 
ferred, and what action has been taken thereon, and at what date and by whom 
such action was taken, but if no action has been taken the reason therefor 

2. Whether charges and specifications were not preferred against Lieutenant 
Turner, Tenth Cavalry, after he preferred charges against Licutenant-Colone! 
Shafter, and while an application from the Committee on Military Atlairs was 
pending for the attendance of Lieutenant Turner before that committee anc oy 
reason thereof whether said Turner was not prevented from attending as requested 
by the Committee on Military Affairs. : a 

3. That the Secretary be, and he is hereby, requested to furnish copies of all 
charges and speciiications preferred against Lieutenant Turner, Tenth Cava'ry, 
with the name of the person or persons preferring the same, and if a court-marva! 
has been had thereon, a copy of the record of the court and of the ev idence taken 
therein. 

4. That the Secretary be, and he is hereby, requested to furnish all letters and 
written communications or endorsements reeeived by him from the General of the 
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‘ « the request of the Committee on Military Affairs for the attend- 
yy contenant Turner, Tenth Cavalry, before that committee, and also that 
» this House whether or not the General of the Army, since the request 
» Committee on Military Affairs for the attendance of Lieutenant Tur- 
fenth Cavalry before them as a witness, with knowledge that such re- 

aces pending, did not direct charges and specifications to be preferred against 
; Turner for addressing @ written communication to the Vice-President of the 


el states. And whether a court martial has not. been ordered to try said Tur 
seen such charges, aud when it was ordered. And whether the request of the 
v ad Committee has not been complied with to enable said court-martial to 
eet and try said Turner upon the charges so directed to be preferred. And 
whether the General of the Army has not expressed his purpose to have said Tur- 


wr dismissed from the Army before he can be heard as a witness before the Mili- 
ta Committee of this House. 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
Jaid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVIGATION TO PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. EAMES, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
Jution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to communi- 
cate to this House, as soon as practicable, what improvements, if any, are demanded 
hy the interests of commerce for the improvement of navigation to the port of 
providence, Rhode Island, based on examinations and surveys already made by 
the Coast Survey or other departments of the Government, together with the esti- 
mated cost of such improvements. 


REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. EAMES. I also ask unanimons consent to present a preamble 
and resolutions of the Providence Board of Trade, in relation to the 
remonetizing of silver, which I move be referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency, and printed in full in the Recorp. 

Mr. CLYMER and Mr. FOSTER objected to printing in the Recorp. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 


COMPENSATION TO PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 


Mr. EAMES also, by unanimous consent, presented a resolution of 


the Providence Board of Trade in favor of the application of the 
Pacitic Mail Steamship Company for a fair and liberal compensation 
for the conveyance of the United States mails; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


EXPENSES OF SOUTHERN CLAIMS COMMISSION. 


Mr. SHELLEY. I ask unanimous consent to submit for present 
consideration the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish this TTouse 
a detailed statement of the expenses of the southern claims commission, from its 
orgwmization to this date, showing by item the amount of salaries paid to commis- 
rs, clerks, special agents, special commissioners’ fees, witness fees, traveling 
expenses, attorneys’ fees, and rents, fael, stationery, servants’ hire, and all other 
mutters which may be necessary to inform this House accurately of the cost of 
maintaining said sonthera claims commission. 

Mr. BUTLER. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts object to 
the refsrence of the resolution ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I do unless the word “ directed” be substituted for 
the word “requested.” The Secretary should be directed. 

Mr. SHELLEY. I will modify the resolution by substituting the 
word “directed.” 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts object 
to the passage of the resolution as modified ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not. 

here being no farther objection, the resolution was adopted. 

_Mr. SHELLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
ti m — adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table, 


Phe latter motion was agreed to. 






REPORT OF UNITED STATES ENTOMOLOGICAL COMMISSION. 


Mr. HASKELL, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
concurrent resolution ; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed 10,000 copies of the monere of the United States entomological commis- 
sion, 6,000 copies of which shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 
3,000 for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the commission. 


CREATION OF EDUCATIONAL FUND. 

Mr. GOODE. I present the memorial of the National Educational 
Association, in favor of the creation of an educational fund from the 
proceeds of the sale of the public lands, and for other purposes, and 
ask that it be printed in the RecorD and referred to the Committee 
on Edueation and Labor. 

Mr. FOSTER. I object to the printing in the Rrcorp. 

: — memorial was referred to the Committee on Education and 
zavor, 
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, by unanimous consent, from the Com- 
mittee on the Pacific Railroad, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3066) ex- 
tending the time to construct and complete the Northern Pacitic Rail- 


oni which was read a first and second time, recommitted to the 
committee on the Pacific Railroad, and, with the accompanying re- 





—— 


port, ordered to be printed, not to be brought back on a motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. MORRISON. I ask unanimons consent to present a report of 
the views of the minority, and I ask that the report be printed. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

PREMISES OF CIGAR MANUFACTURERS. 

Mr. HAMILTON, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of 
George Reiter and other citizens, cigar manufacturers, of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, in regard to the construction to be put upon section 3357 of 
the Revised Statutes as to what constitutes premises or apartments 
of a cigar manufacturer; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 


Task that the petition be printed in the Recorp. 
Mr. FOSTER. 


I object. 

TAX ON FLAXSEED-OIL, ETC. 

Mr. HAMILTON also, by unanimous consent, presented a petition 
of H. C. Arnold, F. T. Waring, John Studebaker, and other citizens 
of Wells County, Indiana, in relation to the tax on flaxseed-oil, &c. ; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Task that the petition be printed in the Recorp. 

Mr. FOSTER. I object. 


HOMESTEAD ENTRIES ON PUBLIC DOMAIN, 


On motion of Mr. RYAN, by unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 196) 
to further define the rights of persons with respect to homestead en- 
tries on the public domain was taken from the Speaker’s table, read 
a first and second time, referred to the Comwittee on Public Lands 
and ordered to be printed. 

RIVER FRONT AT VICKSBURGH. 

Mr. CHALMERS. I ask unanimous consent to submit the follow- 
ing resolution for present consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to furnish 
this House with all the information in his Department touching the destruction of 
the river front at Vicksburgh, Mississippi, and the estimated cost for preserving 
the same. 

Mr. FOSTER. Let that be referred. 

Mr. CHALMERS. The information is in the hands of the Secretary 
of War, who desires to communicate it to the House. 

Mr. FOSTER. I withdraw the objection. 

There being no further objection, the resolution was adopted. 

RIVER COMMERCE OF CINCINNATI. 

Mr. DUNNELL, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the report of the Secretary of War 
on the resolution of the House of Representatives, passed March 2, 
1877, on the best methods, by harbors of refuge or otherwise, of pro- 
tecting the river commerce of Cincinnati from floes of ice in the Ohio, 
reported back the same with the recommendation that it be printed 
for the use of the House and of the Committee on Commerce. 

There being no objection, the report was ordered to be printed and 
recommitted. 


DEPOT OF BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. COOK. I present the petition of several hundred citizens and 
property-owners of the District of Columbia, praying for the removal 
of the depot of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. I ask 
that the petition be read and that it be referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

The petition was read, and was referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

THOMAS J. POWELL. 

Mr. THORNBURGH, by unanimous consent, (by reqnest,) introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 3067) for the relief of Thomas J. Powell, of Knox- 
ville, Tennessee ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ALLOWANCE OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. BRIGHT, by unanimous consent, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 3063) for the allowance of certain claims 
reported by the accounting oflicers of the Treasury, and moved that 
the same be recommitted to the committee. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a first and second time, 
recommitted to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


TAX ON MANUFACTURED TOBACCO. 

Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of 
William Stewart and 24 other firms of Chicago, wholesale dealers in 
manufactured tobacco and cigars, asking that if an act be passed 
reducing the tax on said articles suitable provisions be made by 
which said dealers shall be paid a drawback by the Government 
equal to the amount that their property is depreciated by such re- 
duction in the tax; which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

FREDERICK F. B. COFTIN. 

Mr. CABELL, by unanimous consent, moved that the Committee 
on War Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 2416) for the relief of Frederick F. B. Coffin; which 
was agreed to, aud the same was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 
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ABRAM V. MILLER. 


Mr. CABELL also, by unanimous consent, moved that the Com- 
mittee on War Claims be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 2551) for the relief of Abram V. Miller, late 
lieutenant of Company E, One hundred and eighty-fourth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was agreed to, and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

JAMES M. SMILEY. 


Mr. CABELL also, by unanimous consent, moved that the Commit- 
tee on War Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 2456) for the relief of James M. Smiley; which was agreed 
to, and the same was referred to the Committee on Military Atfairs. 


JAMES T. DODSON, 


Mr. CABELL also, by unanimous consent, moved that the Commit- 
tee on War Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (HL. R. 2337) for the relief of James T. Dodson, late of Company C, 
One hundred and twenty-second Illinois Infantry; which was agreed 
to, and the same was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

WALTER CRAWFORD. 


Mr. CABELL also, by unanimous consent, moved that the Commit- 
tee on War Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (HL. R. No. 2381) for the relief of Walter Crawford, late second 
lieutenant of Company H, Fifth Michigan Volunteer Cavalry; which 
was agreed to, and the same was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

THOMAS F. ALEXANDER. 


Mr. CABELL also, by ananimons consent, moved that the Commit- 
tee on War Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill (HL R. No. 521) for the relief of Thomas F. Alexander, of Illinois; 
which was agreed to, and the same was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

TERRITORY OF LINCOLN. 

Mr. WELCH, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3069) to provide for a temporary government for the Territory of Lin- 
colu: which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Territories, and ordered to be printed, 


FAMINE IN CHINA, 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I send to the Clerk’s desk two peti- 
tions, one from New York City and one from Boston, in regard to the 
famine in China, and [ ask to have them read, and, if not objected to, 
to be printed in the Recorp. 

The Clerk read the petitions, as follows: 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Conaress assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of New York, respectfully ask the attention of Con- 
gress to the following telegram, received on the 26th instauat, from Shanghai, viz : 

To A. A. Low: 

Appalling famine raging thronghout four provinces, North China 
jon people reported destitnte; children daily sold for food. Foreign relief com 
mittee appeals to America and England for assistance. Requests you to form an 


American relief committees, collect funds, and deposit with agent, Hong Kong 
Bank 


Nine mill 


“STAHEL, 
“ United States Vice-Consul.” 

Tho existence of this wide-spread calamity in the northern part of China, often 
referred to of late in correspondence from that empire, is confirmed by the fore- 
going dispatch 
Your memorialists respectfully represent that the enggested appeal to private 
varity for the means to mitigate the sufferings of nine millions of people who 
are eighteen or twenty thousand miles away, and fast dying for want of food, if 
adopted would lead to but slow and small results, more especially at a time when 
pecuniary distress is so prevalent throaghoat our whole country ; that the evil re- 
ferred to has attained such enlarged proportions that it can only be met in any 
adequate measure by the prompt and vigorous action of the National Government, 
in the spirit if not in precisely the same manner as like calamities have repeatedly 
been met in India by the government of Great Britain or that of its dependency. 

And vour memorialists respectfully appeal to Congress, as the representative of 
a Christian community and for the sake of a suffering people, to appropriate a sum 
of money large enough to give effective aid in supplies of rice and other food, to 
relieve the destitute poor in the four provinces of China which are now being des- 
vlated by famine 

And your memorialists farther respectfully suggest the appointment of a com- 
mission from the residents of China, who shall act in concert with the United 
States minister in procuring and distributing relief, should such a purpose com- 
mend itself to the wisdom of your honorable bodies. 

And your memorialists feel that they can with propriety urge such action as is 
now suggested, because it is well understood that the honorable the Secretary of 


~} 
ct 


State has in charge a deposit of money which was received from the Empire of | 


China in the year 1856 as an indemnity for the spoliation of American property 
when the factories at Canton were destroyed; and it is also understood that all 


just claims on the fund in question have long since been met, and that none other 


ean arise, and that the accamulations of interest have swelled the amount origi- 
nally lodged with the Secretary of State to the very large total of six or seven 
hundred thousand dollars 

And your memorialists indulge the hope that Congress will heed the cry that 
proceeds from the famwished millions of China, and deem the present a proper oc 
casion to give back the money to which our Government has no rightful claim, and 
which hitherto it has never been willing to appropriate to national uses. 

Justice and mercy will thus go hand in hand to bless the distressed heathen em- 
pire, while reflecting hover on our Christian land, so favored by Providence with 
fruitful fields and bountifal harvests 

And your memoriaiists will ever pray. 

New York, January 28, 1378 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 
The undersigned, gitizens of Boston and vicinity, respectfully ask the attention 
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of Congress to the following telegram, received on the 26th instant, from Sha, 
viz a 
“To A. A. Low: 

“ Appalling famine raging throughont four provinces, North 
ion people reported destitute; children daily sold for food, (i. , : 
food ) Rereien relief committee appeals to America and England fi 
quests you to form an American relief committee, collect funds 
agents, Hong Kong Bank. 
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| charity for the means to mitigate the sufferings of nine millions of peopk 
eighteen or twenty thousand miles away, and fast dying for want of 
adopted, would lead to but slow and small results, more « specially at a tin 
| pecuniary distre «s is so prevalent throughout our whole country ; that th 
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been met in India by the government of Great Britain or that of its deper 

And your memorialists respectfully appeal to Congress as the represent Ses 
a Christian community, and for the sake of a suffering people, to approp: 
sum of money large enough to give effective aid in supplies of rice and uther f 
to relieve the destitute poor in the four provinces of China which are poy 
desolated by famine. 

And your memorialists further respectfully suggest the appointme: 
mission from the residents of China, who shall act in concert with the ( ! 
minister in procuring and distributing relief, should such a purpose comm: 
to the wisdom of your honorable bodies. 
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And your memorialists feel that they can with propriety urge such actior 
now suggested, because it is well understood that the honorable the Sox . 
State has in charge a deposit of money which was received from the Emir, 
China in the year 1856 as an indemnity for the spoliatioa of American p 
when the factories at Canton were destroyed; and it is also understoo | th 
just claims on the fund in question have long since been met. and that non: 
can arise, and that the accumulations of interest have swelled the amount 
nally lodged with the Secretary of State to the very large total of six or sey 


| 
3 
) 
| dred thousand dollars. Pare 
And your memorialists indulge the hope that Congress will heed the ery tha 
ceeds from the famished millions of China, and deem the present a proper o 
to give back the money to which our Government has no rightful claim 
hitherto it has never been willing to appropriate to national uses 
Justice and mercy will thus go hand in hand to bless the distressed heathen 
vire while reflecting honor on our Christian land so favored by Providen 
Fruitfal fields and bountifal harvests. 
And your memorialists will ever pray. 


and which 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I consider this the most appalling 
calamity that has occurred in modern times. Nine millions of people 
are in a state of starvation and children are daily sold for food. What 
measure of relief an American Congress can grant under such cireuw- 
stances it will be for the Committee on Foreign Affairs to judge; but 
it is well known to this House and to the country that there isa fund 
in the Department of State amounting now with its accumulation of 
interest to over $1,000,000, to which the people of this country have 
no just claim. That money should long since have been returned to 
China; it should longsince have been sent back without condition, aud 
now it should be returned without condition. In the presence of 
this great calamity, which dazes the charity of the civilized globe, 
it seems to me this is a most fitting opportunity to make this return 
in the most graceful and officious manner possible under any cou- 
ceivable circumstances. 

I move that the petitions be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and be printed in the Recorp. 

Mr. FINLEY. I object to them being printed in the Recorp. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I hope the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
FINLEY] will not object. 

Mr. FOSTER. I have objected so far this morning to the printing 
of memorials in the Recorp, and I have done it in the interest of 
what I think is economy. I made an estimate upon this subject, and 
it led me to believe that the cost to Congress for printing these moe- 
morials in the RecorpD amounts to from $30,000 to $50,000. I tind it, 
however, a very ungracious task to object to the printing of these 
memorials, and I therefore withdraw all the obiection I made this 
morning to the printing of petitions and memorials. 

Mr. FINLEY. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. COX, of New York. If there be no objection, I would like to 
say a word, at the request of my colleague from New York, [ Mr. Hew- 
1rt.] This is the most terrible disaster that ever occurred upon our 
star. Nine millions of people are starving, and an American Congress, 
representing a people in constant communication with China, draw- 
ing a great trade from China, opening an immense commerce with 
that nation, it seems to me, should not be entirely indifferent to the 
situation of that empire, according to the latest news. 

What an American Congress can do in relation to affording assist- 
ance to that people is a problem that I shall not attempt to solve; 
whether we have the power to render assistance or, having the power, 
ought to render that assistance is a matter for the House or the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to determine. But one thing we cao 
do. We have the Chinese indemnity fund in our own possession, 
and we have examined that question again and again, and the Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Affairs have reported upon it and decided that 

without any possible doubt we have no right to that $1,000,000 and 
its accumulation. — 
We are to-day simply the custodians of the Chinese fund. If the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs should report a bill transferring this 
money to China, we might not, perhaps, direct the mode in whi h it 
‘should be distributed ‘in order to relieve this great and terrible 
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famine; but we could at least give some evidence of our own equity 


nd of our feeling toward that country which is now suffering so 
a h. I know it may be said by gentlemen that our first duty is at 
home; that we should look after our own suffering. Our laborers are 


now suffering; business is paralyzed and distress prevails every where. 
It is almost impossible to alleviate oar own domestic distress. But 
surely when it comes to the dispensation of a fund like this belong- 
ing to China, we may ask the good will of the House toward the 
bill which may be presented. Let us not, as Burke saitl, pity the 
plumage and forget the dying bird; let us at least try to be at once 
ust and merciful. 

The SPEAKER. I 
memorials presented by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Hewrrr. } 

There was no objection. The memorials will be found above. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I ask consent to say a word on this question. 
(After a pause.) I have no objection, if this Government is in- 
debted— 

Mr. FOSTER. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. WRIGHT. 

ouse. 

* he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there was no objection until 
after the gentleman had begun his remarks. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I stated that if we were indebted in any way to 
the Chinese government it is our duty to pay that debt; I do not 
stand here opposing that. But I find by reference to the memorial 
that a plea is made in it for individual contribution; to that part of 
it [do object. We are told thatthey have famine in China. I assert, 
sir, that we have faminein thiscountry. I say, and I repeat it with- 
out fear of successful contradiction, that we have at this moment two 
millions of men out of employment in this country. If there is any 
individual or legislative charity to be bestowed, we ought to look at 
our own household first, to protect our own people first. We are not 
in a condition to give public or private charity so long as we have so 
great suffering at home among our own people. I challenge denial 
of this fact. We all know it to be so. It exists to an alarming ex- 
tent, and the number is daily and hourly increasing. Want and 
extreme destitution are in all parts of this land. Crime is increas- 
ing, crime committed through want. Our charitable institutions are 
filled; our penitentiaries are being enlarged. They require more 
room to accommodate people whose poverty has led them to com- 
mit crime, 

So far as regards the repayment of this money to China, let it be 
repaid, That is a duty. So far as regards individual charity, let 
charity begin at home first. God knows there is occasion enough for 
the exercise of it in this country at this moment. It is not only the 
disarrangement of business that troubles us; it is not only the lack 
of employment in this country, but there is absolute want. 


Is debate in order? 


I insist that I had the unanimous consent of the 


through this land. There is not a gentleman on this floor who does 
not see it every day of his life, as he walks from his hotel to this 
Chamber. He is surrounded by that class of people who are in ex- 
treme poverty. 

Before we met here at the called session the cry throughout the 
land was that Congress ought to do something for popular relief. 
That was the expression enunciated everywhere by the press; it was 
the expression of public opinion everywhere, that Congress should do 
something in the way of relief. Now, let me ask the gentlemen who 
compose this Chamber whether they expect to adjourn and return to 
their homes without doing something for the alleviation of the suf- 
fering people of this land. It must necessarily be done; we dare not 
go back to our districts without at least an effort to do something. 
lf it should be small even, there should be a disposition to show a 
willingness on our part to make some effort to meet the pressing neces- 
sities that are uponus. They arereal; they arenot imaginary. That 
“something,” which we severally pledged ourselves to do, must be 


grant relief to famishing people in other lands, while misery and 
poverty pervade their own country. The suffering we have at home 
demands our first efforts, and let us meet it like men. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I call for the regular order of business. 
we have had stump-speaking enough for one day. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for—— 


CONSUL-GENERAL AT SHANGHAI, CHINA. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I rise toa privileged question. 


I think 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs a communication from 

John C, Myers, asking an investigation of the administration of affairs 

in the office of econsul-general at Shanghai, China. 
Mr. CONGER. That re 

and it cannot be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

that point at the time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


who insisted upon that reference is now satisfied that the subject 
should be t 


I made 


cnartmant. There is no objection on either side to change the ref- 
“hee, 


Is there objection to printing in the ReEcorpD the | 


The Chair thinks not under the understanding. | 


ference was made by unanimous consent, | mission of the mails of the United States; but Congress reserves the 
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sented by the Chair to the House under a request for unanimous con- 
sent to do so, aloug with other communications. 

Mr. CONGER. And I at first made objection, and then withdrew it. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That is correct. 

Mr. CONGER. If the object of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
SPRINGER] is simply to change the reference, not to have it again 
brought back by a motion to reconsider, I have no objection. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is all I ask. 

The motion to reconsider was then agreed to; and the communica- 
tion was then referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the State 
Department. 


Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 


| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 








| Chief of Engineers. 
Of course | 
the business occupations are paralyzed, but individual want stalks | 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order has been called for. 

Mr. WADDELL, The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Foster,] who 
objected to the publication in the Recorp of the memorial presented 
by my colleague [Mr. STEELE] in reference to the re-establishment of 
a branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina, has withdrawn his objeo- 
tion. I now ask that the memorial be printed in the Recorp. 

The SPEAKER. Objection having been withdrawn to printing in 
the RECORD the several communications which were presented this 
morning, the Chair will again ask for objections to such printing. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I renew all the objections made by my col- 
league, [Mr. Foster. ] 

The SPEAKER. Objection is still made. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. DUNNELL. I will withdraw my call for the regular order of 
business, to allow the chairman of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia to make a report. 

Mr. SAYLER. The gentleman cannot withdraw his call unless he 
does it absolutely. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

The regular order being called, the morning hour commences at 
thirty minutes past one o’clock, and the first question in order is the 
unfinished business of the last morning hour, a bill (H. R. No. 2902) 
to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Mississippi at 
Memphis, Tennessee, reported from the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads, by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. TOWNSEND. } 

Mr. MONEY. Mr. Speaker, this bill does not ask for any appro- 
priation of money whatever, but only the privilege to build this bridge 
across the Mississippi. It provides that the carriage of Government 
supplies, troops, mails, &c., shall be subject to the provisions of the 
act of June 14, 1862, The provisions are such as are approved by the 
It asks for no special privileges, and as I presume 
there can be no objection to its passage, I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. CONGER. I rise to debate the question, but before doing so 


| I ask that the bill be read. 


The bill was read. It authorizes and empowers the Arkansas and 
Tennessee Bridge Company, a corporation organized and created un- 
der and by virtue of the laws of the State of Arkansas, and the Ten- 
nessee Construction and Contracting Company, a corporation organ- 
ized and created under and by virtue of the laws of Tennessee, jointly 
to erect, construct, and maintain a bridge over the Mississippi River, 
from or near the city of Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, to or 
near the town of Hopefield, in the State of Arkansas: provided that 
said bridge is built with an unbroken or continuous span of not less 
than five hundred feet in the clear from pier to pier over the main 
channel of the river and is built in all other respects in accordance 
with the conditions and limitations of the act entitled “An act to 
establish certain post-roads,” approved July 14, 1862; that said 
bridge, when completed in the manner herein specified and approved 


1 | by the Secretary of War, shall be deemed and taken to be a legal 
done. The pledge must be redeemed. Congress cannot, nor dare not | 


structure, and shall be a post-road for the transmission of the 
mails of the United States; but Congress reserves the right to 
withdraw the authority and power conferred by this section in 
case the free navigation of said river shall at any time be substan- 
tially and materially obstructed by any bridge to be erected under 
the authority given in this section, or to direct the necessary moditi- 
cations of said bridge: provided further, that if said corporations 
shall at any time deem it necessary to construct a substitute for said 


| bridge, between the same points, or in lieu thereof, said companies 
; I call upthe mo- | 
tion to reconsider the vote whereby the House several days since re- | 


may construct a tubular bridge through the waters of said river, or 
a tunnel thereunder, se that the same does not in anywise interfere 


| with the navigation of said river; and said tunnel or tubular bridge, 


when completed in the manner specified herein, shall be deemed and 
taken to be a legal structure, and shall be a post-road for the trans- 


| right to withdraw the authority and power hereby given, in case the 
| free navigation of said river is at any time substantially or materially 


referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the State | 


Mn SPEAKER. The statement of the gentleman from Michigan | 


Tt. CONGER]) is correct in this, that the communication was pre- 
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obstructed by any tunnel or tabular bridge constructed under au- 
thority of this section, or to direct the necessary modifications and 
alterations of the same; provided, that nothing in this act shall be 
so construed as to repeal or modify any of the provisions of law 
which now exist in reference to the en of the navigation of 
rivers or to exempt this bridge from the operations of the same. 

The second section provides that the said companies shall also 
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jointly have the right and power during and pending the construc- 
tion of said bridge, if desirable, to employ steamboats and suitable 
water-craft in the transportation of materials, mechanics, and em- 
ployés necessary for the construction of said bridge between said 
~Ollits. 

The third section provides that this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 

Phe SPEAKER. The bill is on its engrossment and third reading. 
The geutleman from Mississippi demands the previous question. 

Mr. SAYLER. Lask the gentleman from Mississippi to withdraw 
that demand so as to allow me to enter a motion to refer this bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. It is a 
measure of s0 much importance that it should have full consideration 
and discussion. 

Mr. MONEY. Ido not know that I will object to its reference to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union if that be the 
wish of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. I believe I claimed the floor before the reading of 
the dill, and if there is to be action taken now I want to be heard. 

Mr. MONEY. Ido not desire to press action on the bill now but 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


Feprvary 5, 


——. 


law in consequence of some such motion as this. When it }yas ) 
reported by one committee to the House, upon the suggestion of ros 
gentleman it was sent to another committee, and in the hurr... 
business it has been overlooked altogether. aaa 
Now, it is a very important matter for the city of Memph 
I reside, aud for the district which I represent, that thjx bri 
should be constructed. I have no desire myself to hurry the yp, “= 4 
through. I am willing that it should be fully investigated be aie 
member of the House. I quite agree with the gentleman from jo)" 
igan that it is a measure of too much importance to be harried 
through with too great haste. I have not the slightest objection to 
its being referred to the Committee on Commerce but for the pte 
that in all probability, if it takes that course, it will not rege) i. 
consideration of the House during the present session. On the other 
hand, if it is seut to the Committee of the Whole I presume that 4)) 
the suggestions which my friend from Michigan might desire ¢, 
make, or any amendments he might desire to offer, might be offer d 
there just as well as if the bill went to the Committee on Comny: 


8, Where 


ree 


| That is the only objection I have to urge to the bill taking the dipec. 


will agree to its reference to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union. 
Mr. CONGER. I wish to amend that motion by moving its refer- 


ence to the Committee on Commerce, which from time immemorial | 


has had the consideration and examination of all questions concern- 
ing the bridging of the Mississippi and other large streams. That 
committee is better prepared to report what measures are proper to 
protect the navigation of those rivers and furnish suitable facilities 
for crossing them than any other committee or the Committee of the 
Whole House, 

I desire, Mr. Speaker, to state before that motion is put that I 
myself and other gentlemen of the House were mistaken in regard to 
any general law controlling the bridges over the Mississippi which 
would meet this case. I had thought there was a general law the 
reference to which in this bill would subject the bill to certain con- 
ditions, but I find I was mistaken in reference to the extent of the 
geveral law. No one can of course doubt for a moment that a prop- 
osition to bridge the Mississippi River any lower down than it has 
been already bridged is one of the most important questions affect- 
ing the character of the navigation of the rivers of the West which 
can be presented to this House, and while I am not opposed to some 
bill for that purpose I do desire it should have the investigation of a 
committee which by its practice and its position and its duties has 
examined that subject with more care than any other committee or 
inember of the House had the time todo, I therefore desire that 
this bill may be referred to the Committee on Commerce in the first 
place, and not to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MONEY. I oppose the motion of the gentleman to refer the 
bill to the Committee on Commerce. I am willing it shall be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. I take it 
for granted that the Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post-Roads, 


. . . i 
to whom this was referred, and from which it was reported last 


Thursday in the morning hour by the gentleman from Ohio, had as 
much time and perhaps as much capacity as the Committee on Com- 
merce, and I say this with all deference to the gentlemen composing 
that committee. They have examined into the subject and reported 
the bill now pending, accompanying it with letters from the Chief 
of Engineers and from General Belknap, the former Secretary of 
War, and Mr. McCrary, the present Secretary of War. While there 
is no general law regulating the building of bridges over the Missis- 
sippi, yet this bill subjects its provisions in terms to the conditions 
imposed in the act of July 14, 1562, concerning bridges over the Ohio. 
It. subjects the construction of this bridge to the regulations provided 
in that act in reference to height and span. Everything that could 
be asked for is contained iu the bill, and Ido not see why it should 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi the Chair under- 
stands to withdraw his demand for the previous question. 

Mr. MONEY. I do, and agree to the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. CONGER. And I move its reference tothe Committee on Com- 
merce, 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule the question will first be taken 
on the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. SAYLER. I have no objection personally to the reference of 
the bill to the Committee on Commerce, but the gentleman from 
Mississippi having yielded to me to move it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, I deem it due to him 
and the House that the majority should give expression to its feeling 
on that question. 

Mr. CONGER. I think it will facilitate his object in passing some 
bill for bridging the Mississippi River and satisfy the minds of many 
men interested in that subject by allowing it to be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. I think it will sooner be reported and 
sooner, if at all, pass the House. 

Mr. YOUNG. If the gentleman from Michigan will allow me, I 
desire to make a suggestion. This measure has been before every Con- 
gress for the last ten or twelve years and has ouly failed to become a 


tion indicated by the gentleman from Michigan. My apprehep. 
sion is that with the immense amount of business already before 
that important committee they would not have the opportunity of 
examining and reporting this bill back during the present session 
I hope, therefore, my friend from Michigan (Mr. ConGeR] and my 
friend from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] will be content to let this bill o 
to the Committee of the Whole, where we shall be very glad to je. 
ceive any suggestions or to consider any amendments which eithe; 
one of these gentlemen may choose to make or offer. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I wish to say to the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. YOUNG] that it seems to me he cannot be correct in his conclu. 
sions as to the report on this measure from the Committee on Com. 
merce. The experience of this committee in connection with the bills 
which it has already reported will enable it in a very short time to 
take up this bill and put it in the form which the House insisted the 
bill ought to have which passed here only a few days ago. The 
business of the Committee ou Commerce will not now prevent an 
immediate action upon this bill, and the committee insist that it is 
proper it should have this bill in charge to perfect it. 

Mr. MONEY. Let me say to the gentleman that the amendment 
he refers to has been put in the bill. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Itis a singular fact that the bill comes before the 
House not printed. We are unable to see the bill in print. I insist 
that it ought to go to the Committee on Commerce. It can he passed 
more quickly if it is referred to the Committee on Commerce and is 
reported back from that committee than if it is referred now to the 
Committee of the Whole. The gentleman need have no fears about 
delay. 

Mr. YOUNG. Ihave no apprehension in regard to that beyond 
what I have expressed. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ihave nothing to say about the special reference 
of this bill, whether to another committee or to the Committee of 
the Whole. But I want to say this, that if the bridge is to be con- 
structed under the law which relates to such structures on the Ohio 
River, it is necessary that it should be higher and the spans wider 
than on the Ohio River, because of the difference in the boats that 
run upon the two rivers; the boats upon the Mississippi having higher 
chimneys and being larger vessels than those that ran upon the Ohio. 
This makes it indispensable that the height of the bridge should be 
greater and that the span should be broader than upon the Ohio, 
That ought to be made a feature of the bill, whether by another com- 
wittee or by the Committee of the Whole. 

Another point is that there is nothing in the bill which makes any 
reservation as to the rate of toll to be paid by individuals or com- 
panies passing the bridge. The bill leaves it purely and simply a 
monopoly of the worst possible character. It will be found very dif- 
ficult to control the matter if provision is not made in the law under 
which the structure is made to give Congress the power to regulate 
the amount of tolls and charges which should be imposed upon the 
bridge. 

I do not care whether it goes to the Committee on Commerce or 
not, but I wish to say that these and possibly other points ought to 
be considered and that the bill ought to be printed. 

Mr. SAYLER. The bill will be printed all the same whether it is 
referred to the Committee of the Whole or to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly. The question is first on the mo 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] that the bill be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask for a division. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 91, noes 81. 

So the motion was agreed to. oe 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, in- 
formed the House that the Senate had adopted a concurrent resolu- 
tion for the printing of 5,400 copies of The Colonial Charters of the 
United States, compiled under the direction of the Senate; 10 which 
the concurrence of the House was requested, 
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“he message farther announced that the Senate had passed with- 
‘qmendment the bill (H. R. No. 1454) to change the name of the 
1 Truxillo. 

HENRY C. BALDWIN. 

On motion of Mr. WADDELL, the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads was discharged from the further consideration of the 
1) (IL R. No. 2273) for the relief of Henry C. Baldwin, of Alabama; | 
od the same was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

JOHN C. BASKIN AND A. CARROLL. 


On motion of Mr. WADDELL, the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of John C. Baskin and A. Carroll, mail contractors, for relief ; 
and the same was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

JEREMIAH DARLING. 

On motion of Mr. WADDELL, the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Jeremiah Darling, asking pay for carrying United States 
inails over route No, 9497; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


T 
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HENRY C. SHALLCROSS. 


On motion of Mr. WADDELL, the Committee on the Post-Office | 


and Post-Roads was discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Henry C. Shallcross, asking extra compensation for 
services as mail carrier; and the same was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

BENJAMIN BEST. 

On motion of Mr. WADDELL, the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Benjamin Best, for refanding excess of postage paid above 
lecal rates, $450; and the same was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

G. H. GIDDINGS. 

On motion of Mr. WADDELL, the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of G. H. Giddings; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


CHAUNCY M. LOCKWOOD. 


On motion of Mr. WADDELL, the Committee on the Post-Office | 
and Post-Roads was discharged from the further consideration of | 


the bill (H. R. No. 773) for the relief of the heirs of Chauncy M. Lock- 
wood, and the same was referred to the Committee of Claims. 
POST-ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. WADDELL. While I am upon the floor I desire to give notice 
to the House that the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads 
are preparing the general post-route bill, and will be obliged if gen- 
tlemen would bring in their post-routes as promptly as they can. 

ELIZA BAYARD ANDERSON. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, by unanimons consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No, 3070) granting a pension to Mrs. Eliza Bayard Ander- 
son, widow of the late General Robert Anderson, United States Army ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS W. COLLIER. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee, from the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads, reported back, with a favorable recommenda- 
tion, the bill (H. R. No. 2291) for the relief of Thomas W. Collier; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and the report ordered to be printed. 

W. T. CATES. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee, also, from the same committee, 
reported adversely upon the petition of W. T. Cates, late postmaster 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and moved that the committee be dis- 


charged from the further consideration of the same, and that it be 


laid npon the table, and the report printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


SAMUEL R. ATTWELL. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee, also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 3171) for the relief of Samuel R. Attwell, 
late postmaster at Winchester, Virginia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 


Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 
TIMBER DEPREDATIONS. 
Mr. KNOTT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 


With a substitute, the bill (H. R. No. 3061) to authorize a special 
term of the circuit and district courts of the United States for the 


southern district of Mississippi. 
The Clerk read the substitute, as follows : 


A bill to authorize a special term of the circnit conrt of the United States for the 
southern district of Mississippi to be held at Scranton, in Jackson County. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
special term of the cirenit court of the 


America in Congress assembled, That a 
United States 


in Jackson ( 
and the clerk 
be published 


for the southern district of Mississippi shall be holden at Scranton 


in anews 


Scranton, at least ten 
bonds, and recoguizan: 





oupty, Mississippi, to begin on the second Monday in March, 1878, 
of said court shall cause notice of said special term of said court to 
paper in Jackson, Mississippi, and also in a newspaper in 
days before the beginning thereof, and all process. writs, 
ces which relate to any suit or suits pending or which may 
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be instituted in said court in behalf of the United States against any party or par- 
ties for or on account of any lumber, logs, charceal, or turpentine, or growing out 
of or on account of any alleged depredation upon, or timber ent or taken from 
any of the public lands of the United States in said district, shall be considered as 


be 


| belonging to such special term, and such suits shall be then and there tried and 


det rmined as if they had been brought, and such writs process, bonds, and recoy- 
nizances had been issued and taken with reference and made returnable to sach 
special term l of sail court shall have power to continne 


And the presiding judge 
such special term from time to time until said suits shall be determined if in his 


jadgment the ends of justice may so require. 

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, the facts which render this legislation 
not only proper but pre-eminently necessary will be stated by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Hooxer, ] who is far more familiar 
with them than I am myself, and who has asked me to yield to him 
ten minutes to be heard upon this question. I desire briefly to say 
that there are pending in the circuit court for the southern district of 
Mississippi over seventy suits in behalf of the United States growing 
out of alleged depredations upon the timbered lands belonging to the 
| United States lying in that district against parties who reside from 
two hundred to two hundred and fifty miles from the place where 
the regular terms of the court are held. The pendency of these suits 
has paralyzed, as I am informed, to a very great extent, if not en- 
tirely, a most important interest in that State; and the object of this 
bill is simply to afford those whose business has thus been interfered 
with the opportunity of having a speedy and convenient trial of the 
matters in controversy between the United States and themselves. 
They do not seek to evade justice, but simply ask that it shall not be 
delayed. 

The object of the bill is to afford them not only a speedy trial, but 
a cheap trial. It simply requires the session of the court of the 

United States to be held in their immediate vicinage, instead of re- 
quiring a large number of litigants brought into court by suits of 
| the United States with their witnesses, at great expense, to attend 
the session of the United States court two hundred and fifty miles 
from their homes. 

Certainly there can be no objection to this proposition, for it does 
not entail a single cent of additional expense to the Government, 
while it will afford a very large class of citizens of the country, who 
are equally with others entitled to the protection of the law, aspeedy, 
convenient, and cheap trial. 

It may be said that the authorization of this court to be held in 
the immediate vicinity of where the depredations are alleged to have 
been committed will lead to the impaneling of partial juries, juries 
| whose sympathies and prejudices will be in favor of the defendants. 
In answer to that objection, if any such should be urged, I have to 
say that this bill does not prevent venires coming from any other 
parts of the district. If the court shall have any ground to suspect 
any unfairness in the summoning of a jury from the immediate dis- 
trict, it can order jurors to be brought from other parts of the dis- 
trict. I cannot myself conceive of any valid objection to this bill, 
and I hope that it will be unanimously passed. I now yield ten 
minutes to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Hooker. ] 

Mr. DUNNELL. I would inquire if this bill is asked for by the 
Department of Justice? 

Mr. HOOKER. The bill which has been reported from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary this morning as a substitute for the bill which 
I had the honor to introduce yesterday, and which the House declined 
to consider by a two-thirds vote, meets substantially all the require- 
ments of the people interested. 

The original action taken by the Department of the Interior in 
this matter was begun under what is known as a writ of sequestra- 
tion. The Department sent two agents of the Government for the 
| purpose of protecting the timber lands of the Government, a very 
proper thing for it to do, and which no citizen of Mississippi desires 
it shall not do. These two agents, Carter and Bartlett, went to Mis- 
sissippiand under this writ of sequestration there was ageneral seizure 
of the lumber and logs belonging to the mill men in that region of the 
country upon the rivers which debouch into the Mississippi Sound, the 
Pascagoula, Escatappa, and Pearl. 

When the attention of the court from which this writ issued was 
brought to it by a motion to quash the writ the motion was sustained 
by the court, the writ of sequestration was quashed, and all the seiz- 
ures made under it were to that extent relieved. After that the Gov- 
ernment, through the Department of Justice, instructed suits to be 
instituted, predicated upon the affidavits of the agents of the Interior 
Department, alleging that the lumber and logs in the possession of 
the parties named in the affidavits were cut from the Government 
timber lands, and that they were depredators upon the public lands 
of the Government, and that all the property in their possession was 
Government property. Under these affidavits some seventy-five or 
eighty suits have been instituted in the circuit court of the United 
States for the southern district of Mississippi. Since these seizures 
in November last the large milling interests lining the coast and the 
rivers Pascagoula, Escatappa, and Pearl, adjacent to where they flow 
into the Mississippi Sound have been stopped and are now idle. ‘The 
hands have necessarily been dismissed and this great interest has 
absolutely been prostrated to the extent of stopping the entire mill- 
ing interest on the coast. 

That the Government, under the penal statutes which have been 
in existence for many years, should pursue the depredators upon the 
public lands, the people of Mississippi are as much in favor of as any 
one. But unfortunately, in the course of procedure originally insti- 
tuted by the writ of sequestration, and under the replevin suits which 
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have been instituted upon the affidavits of the agents of the Interior 
Department, they have seized alike the property of the innocent and 
of the guilty. If there be guilty ones there, no man in Mississippi or 
in all that region of country desires that he shall be shielded from 
pnnishment. What they ask by the terms of this bill is a speedy 
adjudication both of the rights of the Government and the rights of 
individuals. They desire, if there be property there which belongs 


| ploy attorneys and undergo the extraordinary ex 


to the Government of the United States, an early adjudication which | 


shall so pronounce. 


When I was upon that coast last season I saw at a certain point | 


twenty-seven mills in active operation. 
immediately before the reassembling of Congress I could not see 
smoke arising from one single chimney. 
that vast carrying trade, which from 1872 to 1576, as shown by a me- 
morial which I had the honor to present during the last Congress, 


period amounted to $15,000,000—all of that trade, both coastwise and 
foreign, had gone. The demurrage which these men had to pay for 
the vessels broke up many of them. 


conduct these operations there, but absolute want and destitution 


have fallen upon the unfortunate laborers who were in their employ- | 


ment, and whom they are no longer able to employ after their mill- 
ing operations were stopped. 

What this bill proposes, the substitute reported from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, is merely that there shall be an early adjudication 
of the question both in the interest of the Government and in the 
interest of the people. I have received numerous petitions from the 


being a seizure of Government property it is a seizure of individual 
property. It may be said that this cannot be avoided, when you are 
undertaking to pursue depredations upon the public lands. But I 
respectfully submit that when the Government undertakes to invoke 
the penal statutes as against a citizen or a class of citizens, it is the 
duty of the Government as also it is the duty of the individual in 
the affidavits which he makes to be specific as to the charges, both 


with reference to the parties who commit it and the offense that is | 


committed. 
In this instance these whole business interests have been prostrated ; 
the vessels have been driven from the trade to Pensacola and Mobile 


by these mills, which have been absolutely stopped since their 
peizure. 

Now, it seems to have been supposed there were arrests of the per- 
son under these seizures; but thatis not so, as it was a seizure of the 
property itself and necessarily a stoppage of the entire industry and 


the bankruptey of the capitalists who were engaged in it as mill men | 


and the utter prostration of the laborers who were employed to carry 
on the milling operations. This bill simply proposes that a special 
term of the court shall be holden on the sea-board for the purpose of 
giving speedy trial and release of this interest from the oppression 
under which it has been suffering. 

Now I come to what has been said by some of the gentlemen on the 
opposite side when this matter was under discussion yesterday—I 
mean privately to myself—that the jury who will be assembled and 
impaneled to try the question would be of the immediate vicinity 
and therefore interested in favor of the parties against whom the 
Government was litigating. In answer to this [ can only say that in 
the practice of the Federal courts in my own State, the Federal judge 
indicates to the marshal from what counties of the State he shall im- 
panel his jury, ordinarily taking the counties alternately until ex- 
oa and then beginning again, jurors in no instance being sum- 
moned from more than three or four counties. So if this bill passes, 
as I trast in the relief and interest of these people and in justice to 
them as well as to the Government it will, the Federal judge under 
your Federal] statute and the practice which prevails there will be 
able to order bis marshal to direct the jury to be impaneled from any 


sparsely settled and where these trials will occur. 

The petitions and memorials I have had the honor to present to 
the consideration of the House in the silent way in which petitions 
and memorials are presented, by being dropped into the box, have 
never asked or desired anything except a speedy and impartial trial, 
and so anxious have they been, so pressing has been their interest, 
so overwhelming the disaster upon them that they have even ex- 

pressed their willingness to leave this question to be decided by the 

\ederal judge and the Federal district attorney, without the inter- 
vention of a jury. All they desire and what their necessities abso- 
lutely demand is speedy, prompt, and decisive action. 

I must be allowed to say, Mr. Speaker, when I have applied to the 
Department of Justice—to the Attorney-General—and when I have 
conversed on this subject with the Secretary of the Interior they 
have listened to me and expressed the desire on their part there 
should be an early adjustment of this matter; but how it should be 
accomplished and in what form they did not precisely know. I had 
submitted myself a proposition that this matter should be left to 
referees or commissioners; but impressed with the conviction that 
that also would involve still greater delay, and probably raise the ques- 
tion whether or not the suits now in the Federal courts could be thus 
disposed of, I resorted to the other method of asking that a special 


When I visited that place | 


All the vessels which had | 


| the right to order special terms in criminal cases at diflerent px 
To-day there is not only serious disaster among the capitalists who 


| places as they may designate for the trial of civil causes. 
| nothing unusual in the bill presented, nor can I apprehend any possi- 


| the committee. 
parties whose property has been seized, showing that so far from its | 


| tered all over the country. 


| put within my boom. 
county in the State, and not from the immediate vicinity, which is | 





term of the court should be ordered to sit in the immediate yici, 
and near where many of the litigants reside who are unable to. 


tr 
0 €m- 


pense of transport 
ing Witnesses some two hundred miles. ‘This is all the bil] y) a 


Mr. CALKINS. I do not wish to antagonize the bill, but | ¢ 
know whether this would not be a dangerous precedent t 
passing the bill, and whether other parties might not come in op t);. 
same plea of poverty and ask the court should be migratory, and 
to their immediate locality to try their cases. ar 

Mr. HOOKER. In answer to the gentleman, I will say that j; 
case with the same state of facts which exist here, instead of | . 
bad precedent it would be a good one. Under the law the judge . 
now authorized to hold special term of the court at the places author. 
ized by law, and all this bill provides is to authorize the holding of 


go 


ia 
ele 


| a special term of the court in this immediate vicinity. 
amounted to from $3,500,000 to $4,000,000 a year, and during that | 


_ Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, in response to the question propounded 
just now by the gentleman from Indiana, let me remark that the cir. 


cuit courts of the United States now under the genera] provision 


ive 


uts 


where their usual terms are held whenever the interest of justice may 
in their judgment require; and in several of the circuit courts they 


have also by general provision the right to order special terms at such 


So there is 


ble danger to the rights of the United States or to any litigants in 


| providing there shall be a speedy, convenient and cheap ad inistra- 


tion of justice under the law. I will yield now to my colleague on 

The SPEAKER. For how long? 

Mr. FRYE. Five minutes will be enough. 

Mr. KNOTT. I will yield to him for that time. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to make one or two practical suggestions in 
relation to this bill now under consideration, and in doing so I have 
in view the interests of the Government rather than the interests of 


| men who have pilfered from the Government. 


Let me illustrate. There are down in that section of country some 
twenty, perhaps, or twenty-five mills. They are owned by men scat- 
Mill-owners go down and make a con- 
tract with twenty different men for one million logs each to be 


hauled into their boom or into their river so that we may go iuto 
and elsewhere for the purpose of freightage no longer to be furnished 


their boom during the next logging season. Now, those twenty 
men who have made contracts with the mill-owners to produce those 
logs within a given time go and get their logs wherever they please, 
and the mill-owner, who may not be there except by an agent, bas not 
the slightest knowledge where these logs come from. Now, it turns 
out that two of the men with whom I have made a contract for my 
lugs for the season have gone and pilfered two hundred thousand 
logs from the Government lands ; they have hauled those logs down 
the river and floated them into my boom. Now, the Government of 
the United States by means of its informers and officers has ascer- 
tained a fact which I have not ascertained. It has ascertained the 
fact that one of the men or two of the men I have contracted with 


| have taken two hundred thousand logs from the Government lands 


and transferred them into my boom. I have in that boom four mill- 
ions of logs. Only two hundred thousand of the four millions have 
been taken from the Government lands, and I do not know that the 
two hundred thousand nor do I know that any logs perhaps have 
been taken from Government lands. 

Now what takes place? The Government goes into court and shows 
that two hundred thousand logs have been taken from Government 
lands and have been floated within my boom. Immediately the Gov- 
ernment, under the law having the right to do it, puts ils grasp 
upon my whole four millions of logs, shuts down my mill, and com- 
pels me to the burden of proof to show what two hundred thousand 
logs have been taken from the Government lands and have been put 
within my boom. It is shown that two hundred thousand have been 
And now I am compelled to assume the bur- 
den of proof and tosummon witnesses—as gentlemen who are lawyers 
here can readily conceive to an almost innumerable number—to prove 
the logs that have been put in there from Government lands in order 
to save my four millions of logs. I conceive it may take one hundred 
witnesses to satisfy even myself, much more the jurors who are to try 
the case, where those two hundred thousand logs came from. 

Now, sir, if you compel those hundred witnesses to go two hundred 
and fifty miles to attend a court which at the same time has jurisdic- 
tion of all other cases coming before it, I might have to keep my 
witnesses there a whole month’s time, awaiting the trial of other 
causes. Why, sir, as a mill-owner, I had better give the Government 
my four millions of logs and shut up my mill at once. 

Now let me refer to another point. If I, as a mill-owner, have to 
go into that court and be two years in having the case determined 
whether or not I have taken Government logs, the result will be this : 
One-third of my logs are lying in the woods—have not been hank d 
to the river—and the bark is on the logs; one-third are lying in the 
river with the bark on; one-third on the ground waiting to be sawed, 
with the bark on. Now, sir, practical lumbermen, and I happen te 
be the president of a lumber company, and am compelled to indorse 
its notes, and therefore may be considered a practical lumberman— 
every practical lumberman knows that if you allow the logs to lie on 
the ground one year one-third of the value of all of your logs has dis- 















din that one year. The borers have taken out one-third of 
she value of your logs. Let them lie there two years and you will | 
not have ¢ ne single stick of merchantable lumber in your whole four 

ol The Government of the United States has lost its two hun- 

ined thousand logs by borers, and the mill-owner has lost his three 
‘jlion eight hundred thousand by the borers. 

Now, sir, 1 believe that justice can best be done by a speedy trial 

saving this lamber to the Government or to the mill-owners, one or the 

other—I say justice to both parties can be better done, even by going 

right down into the vicinity, as gentlemen say, of the lumber thieves, 

and trying the cases there provided they can be tried in six months’ 

time so that the shackles may be taken off these mills and the lumber- 

men allowed to manufacture the logs into merchantable lumber to 

be sent to the markets of the world, than can be done by holding 

your courts two hundred and fifty miles from the vicinity. Then the 

lvnited States marshal taking his jurors precisely as he would take | 
them, selecting them precisely as he would select them if you held 

court at Seranton—justice I say would be better done than by com- 

pelling these cases to be tried in the regular term of the United 

States courts. 

Sir, in justice to the United States and in justice to the mill-owners 
who may be entirely innocent of any crime whatever, I voted yester- 
day for the bill of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Hooker, } 
and I shall vote more gladly for the bill of the committee, for this 
bill perfects the proposition which the gentleman offered to the House 
yesterday. 

Mr. BLAIR. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. Is there 
no provision of law by which lumber seized in this way should be 
delivered by filing a bond and giving a receipt to the Government ? 

Mr. FRYE. My own impression is that as against the Government 
that cannot be done. 

Mr. BLAIR. Is there no difficulty that might possibly arise from 
locating the trial of the cases in the immediate vicinity of these mill- 
owners? 

Mr. FRYE. Why, Mr. Speaker, the fundamental principle of law 
is that all men shall be tried by jurors selected from their own vicinity. 

Mr. KNOTT. I would inquire how much of the morning hour is 
left ? 

The SPEAKER. Seven minutes of the morning hour. 

Mr. KNOTT. I yield three minutes to the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [ Mr. JONES. } 

Mr. JONES, of Alabama. I simply desire to say that I represent a 
portion of the country affected, and from what I know of the condi- 
tion of the people there I am satisfied that some such measure of relief 
as is proposed by this bill is absolutely necessary. We had an appeal 
made to our feelings this morning in behalf of nine millions who are 
suffering and starving in China. I confess that the appeal made to 
me by fifteen hundred people in Southern Mississippi and in Southern 
Alabama is stronger than that made to me by the people in China. 
In consequence of the delay in the settlement of these suits among 
the people of that section of the country, many of them have been 
reduced to bankruptcy, the mills have been stopped, and the people 
are reduced to destitution and starvation. 

The regular term of the court is held at Jackson and it will not be 
held until May next, and the refusal to pass this bill would act as a 
denial of justice to these people and a denial of justice would be dis- 
astrous to their interest. I know that under the general law a 
United States judge may hold a special term of court at any time for 
the trial of criminal cases; but he would be compelled to hold the 
court at Jackson. This bill allows him to hold it at Scranton where 
the parties are. There are seventy-odd of these cases, and each man 
interested will have to go himself and take with him from twenty to 
thirty witnesses two hundred and fifty miles to Jackson. It would 
be very oppressive to them, and therefore this bill provides that the 
court shall be held at Scranton. 

The Government simply has to make out a prima facie case against 
these men and after that the defense must prove their property, and 
therefore they will be compelled to take their witnesses two hundred 
and fifty miles. Instead of that this bill provides that the court 
shall be held at Scranton, and thus do away with this unnecessary 
expense and trouble. This bill provides a measure of relief for these 
people, and it does the Government no harm at all. I venture to say 
that there will not be a conviction in one out of these seventy odd 
cases. 

Mr. KNOTT. I move the previous question. 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to be heard upon this question. 

_ Mr. KNOTT. The morning hour has nearly expired and I must 
insist upon the demand for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The bill would come up as unfinished business in 
the next morning hour. 

Mr. FOSTER. I hope the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. KNoTT] 
will not attempt to gag this down the throat of the House. 

Mr. KNOTT. There are a great many other measures which the 
Committee on the Judiciary desire to report. 

Mr. FOSTER. I had a promise from the gentleman that he would 
yield me some time. 


_, Mr. KNOTT. I would cheerfully yield tothe gentleman from Ohio 
if I could do so. ‘ 


The SPEAKER. If the previous question be sustained, then it will 
carry the bill beyond the morning hour. 
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Mr. KNOTT. 
thon. 

Mr. FOSTER. I hope the gentleman will, after the previous ques- 
tion is seconded, parcel out the hour he wili be entitled to. 

The question was taken on seconding the demand for the previous 
question; and on a division there were—ayes 126, noes 23. 

So the previous question was seconded. — 

Mr. KNOTT. I will now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Fosrer.} 

Mr. FOSTER. I want half of the time that remains to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, (Mr. Knorr.] I propose to take half an hour, 
and then parcel it out among the opponents of the bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. I cannot yield to the gentleman for half an hour. 

Mr. DENISON. I move to reconsider the vote by which the previ- 
ous question was ordered. 

Mr. KNOTT. Can that be 


Then I insist on the demand for the previous ques- 


done while I am on the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is in order. 

Mr. KNOTT. Then I yield to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Fos- 
TER] for half an hour. 

Mr. DENISON. In that case I will withdraw the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. FOSTER. LI yield ten minutes of that time to the gentleman 
from Maine, { Mr. Have. ] 

Mr. HALE. Undoubtedly the Committee on the Judiciary has 
carefully considered the details of this bill, and its effect in the at- 
tempt of the Government to collect damages or to seize its property 
where it has been wrongfully taken from the Government lands. 
What I wish to say here now is in relation to the manner in which 
the Government has sought to enforce its rights. I am glad to per- 
ceive that there has been no claim made upon the other side, or if 
there was I failed to hear it, of oppression or tyrannical proceeding 
upon the part of the Government. 

The fact is that throughout the States of Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Louisiana there are tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands, and 
for aught I know, millions of acres of Government land, largely tim- 
bered land. For years such has been the law and such the difficulty 
of bringing these lands into market that there have been no sales to 
amountto anything. There was an experiment made in 13.56 by which 
these lands were made subject to the homestead law, with the belief 
that they would be largely settled by the freed colored population. 
That belief and expectation were not answered. 

Then afterward, three years ago, new legislation was had by which 
these lands were left in such condition that, with some curing subse- 
quent legislation which is now urged, they may be put on the market. 
But in the mean time these lands have lain open to public plunder, 
and have not been in the condition where they could be sold. 

One result of that has been that here and there broad and large 


trespasses have been committed on these lands. I do not suppose 


| that in the communities where these trespasses have been committed 


it has been looked upon as a very heinous crime. Undoubtedly the 
result has been there as it would be everywhere, that aftera while it 
has not been considered any very bad proceeding for contractors who 
are furnishing logs to mill-owners to go on the Government lands 
and fill their contracts by cutting logs from those lands. How much 
knowledge the mill-owners have of these proceedings any gentleman 
can judge when he knows that this course of proceeding has continued 
for years. Undoubtedly when these logs were seized many logs were 
mixed with them, confused with them, to use a term familiar to law- 
yers, which had not come from Government lands, and they also for 
the time were seized. 

But I wish to enforce here the proposition which the investigation 
will carry out and sustain, that there has been no attempt to oppress 
anybody. The course of the Government has been careful. The 
Government has not sent down an agent to at once go into the yards 
of mill-owners and seize everything he found there without investi- 
gation. 

When it was determined by the Government to put a stop to these 
trespasses, agents were sent down in order to inquire and ascertain 
what was the extent of the trespasses; not to seize the property, but to 
report to the Department. Ineach case that has been done. The testi- 
mony taken hy the agents, who were instructed to proceed with care, 
has been submitted by the Department to its solicitor, who was asked 
to decide as a matter of law whether or not any process would lie, and 
whether or not sufficient facts were obtained to justify any proceed- 
ing. Not only that, but the Department has been so careful in car- 
rying out its action that it has referred the whole matter to the 
Attorney-General at the head of the Law Department of the Govern- 
ment. That officer of the Government was asked to re-examine the 
papers and to state whether he believed the facts and the law jastified 
the process. After that examination he directed his subordinates, the 
district attorneys and the marshals in the respective districts where 
the trespasses were alleged to have been committed, to further inves- 
tigate, and if they believed that there were sufficient grounds, to put 
the matter in the courts of final resort both for the Government and 

the citizen. 

I do not believe that more care conld have been observed or that 
the rights of the citizens conld have been better protected. At least 
those who undoubtedly suffer as my friend trom Mississippi [ Mr. 


| HOOKER] has portrayed here, and whose sufferings I am desirous to 
| relieve, are brought into the courts which are made for all citizens. 
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Phe point made by my colleague, (Mr. Fryr,] that the property | 


that any one objects that they shall have a speedy Mr. FRYE. He has brought actious in replevin. 
bail is required in a replevin writ? 


Mr. FOSTER. I do not know; but, as I understand, the Secretar. 
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itself, to whomsoever it shall go at last, will be made comparatively 
worthless by a long delay, is a point which interests the Government 
as the citizen who is pursuing his right to bis private prop- 
As to the matter of detail and securing a speedy trial, 1 do not 
know that any one objects to that; for one, 1 do not. 

Mr. HOOKER. Let me ask the gentleman a question in reference 
to a statement which he bas made and which I do not think is par- 
ticularly pertinent to this bill. Do I understand the gentleman to 
say that the agents of the Interior Department advised the Law De- 
partment of their intention to get out, under aflidavit, a writ of 
sequestration and seizure, or that they referred the matter to the 
Attorney-General for his opinion, or that the Attorney-General said 
such process could be got out under the common law in the United 
States circuit court of Mississippi? 

Mr. HALE. I understand on this matter of sequestration that the 
kind of writ was wrongly selected, and that that was done by con- 
sultation with the district attorney and the marshal, the agents 
of the Law Department of the Government; that whatever mistake 
there was they participated in it. I may be wrong in that, but it is 
my impression. I will say to the gentleman from Mississippi, that the 
original writ of sequestration was taken after advisement and con- 
sultation with the district attorney and that it was not the act of an 
irresponsible person or of a mere scanning or scrutinizing agent of 
the Interior Department. 

Mr. HOOKER. I will do the district attorney the justice to say 
that he was not there when that writ was taken out. He is a good 
lawyer and if he bad been there it would not have been allowed. 

Mr. HALE. These parties went to the district attorney’s oflice, as 
T understand it, and acted in accordance wit the advice they received 
there, whether from his subordinate or from the district attorney 
himself I do not know. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I do not object to giving these parties 
who claim to be aggrieved by the action of the Government every 
reasonable and proper facility for an early hearing of their cases. 
What are the facts? As has been stated by the gentleman from 
Maine the Secretary of the Interior has instituted not only in Missis- 
sippi and in othersouthern States, but in all of the States of the Union, 


as wel 


ert) 


au system which is to prevent depredations upon the public timber of 


the country. Ie has so far had forty-five suits and has won in every 
single case. He now comes to Mississippi and his agents have made 
their reports to him and the Department believes that not one single 
log in any one single boom of these seizures but belongs to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

Mr. HOOKER. Do I understand you to say that is the opinion of 
the Interior Department ? 

Mr. FOSTER. As 1 understand it, such is the opinion of the In- 
terior Department. 

Mr. HOOKER. Ido not understand it to be so. 

Mr. FOSTER. I believé that is the opinion of the Interior Depart- 
ment. The gentleman from Maine draws a deplorable picture of 
these people, and especially of that friend of his who has a million 
feet of his own with a few million of feet which belong to the Gov- 
ernment in his boom. Every one of these gentlemen, let me say to 
the gentleman from Maine and to the gentleman from Mississippi, is 
to-day able to secure bail. The Department receives one mill-owner 
as bail for another, and that being so they ars not prevented from 
going on with their business, and, so far as I am able to learn, the 
smoke is going up out of these chimneys of which we have heard so 
wuch this worning. 

Why is this haste demanded? Why not let these suits take the 
course taken in regard to other depredators? Why not let these 
timber depredators take the same course given to other depredators 
elsewhere in the Union ? The Secretary of the Interior says to us 
that if we will let bim alone, that if we will sustain him, he will 
stop these depredations, but not only that, but he will put millions 
of money into the Treasury of the United States on account of the 
seizures already made, 

My objection to this bill, Mr. Speaker, is that we may be interfer- 
ing with the Secretary's operations and with the operations of the 
law officers of the Government. If gentlemen will bring here a prop- 
osition which meets the approval of the Attorney-General and of 
the Secretary of the Interior, | am willing to vote for it. 

Mr. HOOKER. Does the gentleman from Ohio state that in Mis- 
sissippi, in the cases to which I have referred, bail is allowed to be 
taken of one of these mill-owners for another ? 

Mr. FOSTER. 1 understand that the Secretary of the Interior has 
ofiered to take bail of one mill-owner for another; is not that trae ? 

Mr. HOOKER. I understand the gentleman to say that this busi- 
ness is going on and that not a single one of these chimneys has been 
stopped f 1 wish to say to him that not a single chimney had the 
smoke issuing from it in January, when I left. 

Mr. FOSTER. Why do not they give bail, as the Secretary of the 
Interior says he will take the bail of one mill-owner for another ? 

Mr. FRYE. What kind of actions has been commenced against 
these mill-owners? 

Mr. FOSTER. Actions in replevin; but in this respect, as I am 
not a lawyer, I may not be exactly correct. 





of the Interior has offered to accept the bail of one mill-owne for 
another. Iask the gentleman from Mississippi whether that is not go? 

Mr. HOOKER. 1 will say that the marshal of the district y.);,,. 
the seizures refuses to take one mill man as bail for another. oe 

Mr. FOSTER. I decline to be interrupted any further, 

Mr. HOOKER. If the Secretary of the Interior has given gy 
directions, then the marshal has not followed them. . 

Mr. FOSTER. My position in reference to this bill is that we are 
undertaking to interfere with the action of the Secretary of the a 
terior and the law officer of the Government, who tells us they eq 
put millions upon millions of money into the Treasury on acc: 
timber now seized and stop these depredations hereafter. ‘Phe spo. 
retary estimates that more than $40,000,000 of timber has been sto) h 
from the lands of the Government in the last twenty years, Wh, 
I desire is to have this bill so framed as to meet the wishes and de 
sires of the law officers of the Government. The democratic side of 
the House particularly, who are clamoring for reduction, who 
clamoring for economy, cannot afford by the passage of this bil] 5 
paralyze the arm of the Government which is seeking to put these 
millions into the Treasury of the Uuited States. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio has declined to be jn- 

‘rrupted. Does he yield to the gentleman from Georgia? 

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I simply wish to know, Mr. Speak: 
whether the gentleman thinks that the officers of this Governme 
could possibly complain of the bill now under consideration. (¢ 
they ask anything else but a speedy and fair trial and justice ? 

Mr. FOSTER. We do not object, Mr. Speaker, to a speedy trial 
I do not object to anything that the law officers of the Government 
willagree to. But Ido object, Mr. Speaker, to transferring the 
where these trials are to be held into the very home of the timber 
thieves, if there are such, and I apprehend there are. And as my 
friend from Maine—I do not say it offensively—has stated, the crime 
of stealing timber is not looked upon as a very heinous one—— 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. With the permission of the gentle 
man from Ohio, I will ask him another question. Has the judge the 
right to have the jurors summoned from distant counties, as has been 
stated by the chairman of the Judiciary Committee [ Mr. Knorr} and 
other gentlemen? 

Mr. FOSTER, I suppose he has. But why take the case there? 

Mr. MONEY. I wish to ask the gentleman a question. Does he 
brand all the people in that section of the country as thieves? 

Mr. FOSTER. I do not—only those that steal timber. And I 
qualify that. 1 know how it is in my country. I was raised in a 
wooden country and know that people do not regard the taking of 
pubiic timber as a very heinous offense. But undoubtedly some 
people of Mississippi have taken public property and these trials will 
disclose the fact. 

Now, why not allow these cases to take their regular course? 
What better are timber-thieves, if there are such, than any other 
kind of thieves?’ Why should this House intervene to give relief to 
this class of criminals more than any other?) Why not do the same 
for any other class of criminals who may be subjected to an enforce- 
ment of the laws? Why not adopt this course with the whisky 
thieves and the custom-house thieves? Why not take up your courts 
to a distillery, for example, and there try your case? There is as 
much sense in the one case as in the other. I now yield to the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. TOWNSEND. ] 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have buta word to say as to the 
measure before the House. I have no particular hostility to the men 
charged with crime here. Ido not think, because they are charged 
with this crime, that they should be put beyond the rules that preva! 
in regard to every other man who is charged with crime. 1 «lo not 
see why in this case men charged with this crime should have special 
favor. It is a very suspicious fact that this bill requires that they 
should be tried in a particular locality where they can all conven- 
iently come together. It is a very ticklish thing to deal witha ci ime 
of this kind prevailing in a particular locality. Men get dreadfully 
excited about it. 

I will tell you how it was up in my country. We had what was 
called an anti-rent feeling, and we found there that men who hai coni- 
mitted crimes on the land supposed to belong to Stephen Van Kenssa- 
laer could not be convicted by a certain other class of men. I giv 
the credit to the gentleman who reported this bill to believe that he 
knows that there are cases in localities where men otherwise high!) 
respectable get prejudices ; and for that reason I do not believe it's 
wise legislation to send these cases for trial into a neighborhood 
where prejudice will necessarily be rife. I do not look upon these 
men as being sinners above the rest of the Galileans—perhaps they 
are not sinners at all; but they are asking that the Government shall 
tuke these cases into a locality which, if it be not better than ot her 
parts of God’s creation, is full of prejudices. As I understand this 
bill, it proposes to compel the Government to try the cases there In 
other cases if the Government in the trying of a particular case Hines 
it is impossible to get a jury not imbued with local prejudice, 1! has 
a right to move the court to try the case elsewhere. 
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understand that this bill is designed to compel the Government, 

hatever be the state of things, to try these cases there. If that be | 
y believe it to be bad legislation. I believe we should be making | 
: istake to compel the Government, if upon experiment they find 
they cannot get a jury unaffected by the local prejudices—to compel | 
them to go on With the trial and sacrifice all the great interests of | 
the country that are involved in these prosecutions. For that reason, | 
or for these two reasons, I am opposed to the bill. 

Mr. FOSTER. How much time have I left ? 

fhe SPEAKER. The gentleman has six minutes left of the hour 
for debate. 

Mr. KNOTT. 
ing tl ie? 
of he SPEA KER. The Chair understood the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Knorr] to yield the balance of his time to the gentleman 
rom Ohio. 
7 Afr. KNOTT. I yielded one half hour. 

The SPEAKER. That is all the gentleman had. 

Mr. KNOTT. 1 thought I had more. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that the gentleman had an hour 


Does the gentleman have the whole of the remain- 


in all. The gentleman from Kentucky had himself, either in his own 
speech or in yielding the floor, occupied half an hour. The gentle- 


man has not the right to two hours, nor over one hour under rule 
and practice thereunder. ; ; 

Mr. KNOTT. My understanding of the rule is that after the pre- 
vious question is seconded the member reporting the bill from the 
committee has one hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair ruled otherwise in the last Congress. 
The gentleman can see how unfair such a construction of the rule 
would be. The gentleman would thus have an hour and a half in his 
own right on this bill; and he will bear in mind that one of the com- 
plaints made by the gentleman from Obio was that the minority | 
had not been heard at all. 
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Mr. FOSTER. I will give the gentleman from Kentucky the bal- 
auce of the time. He evidently labored under a mistake. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. 1 wish to ask the gentleman a question 
for information. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky has five minutes 


left. 

Mr. KNOTT. I have not time in five minutes to yield to the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I am not seeking to antagonize the bill 
at all. 


Mr. KNOTT. I am aware of that. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I would like information on certain points 
or otherwise I shall be compelled to vote against the bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. In the five minutes which I have still remaining un- 
der the ruling of the Chair I simply desire to say that neither of the 
gentlemen who introduced the bill in the first instance nor the com- 
mittee which has reported this substitute has made any assault directly 
or indirectly on the Department of the Interior, upon the Department 
of Justice, or upon apy other Department of this Government. I am 
free to say that I presume that the heads of these Departments have 
endeavored to discharge all their duties fairly, faithfully, honestly, and 
according to the best of their abilities for the best interests of the Gov- 
ernment. 

So far as the objection urged by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
losTER] to the passage of this bill is concerned I have this to say: 
I have as high an estimate of the ability and honesty of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior and the Attorney-General of the United States 
as any gentleman upon this floor. But this is an independent depart- 
ment of the Government. The legislative department of the Govy- 
ernment has a right to pass a Jaw which in its judgment is just and 
proper, without asking either the advice or consent of these execu- 
tive oflicers. And, sir, when it comes to this, that a Representative 
of the people must go to the Attorney-General or to the Secretary of 
the Interior, and— 


With "bated breath, and whispering humbleness— 


say, Fair sir how does this bill suit you? we had better disband and 
go home. The simple question here is whether the United States can 
aflord to deny to its own citizens a fair, a speedy, and an impartial 
trial when it will not cost the Government one single, solitary cent. 

Mr. REED. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. KNOTT. Certainly; with pleasure. 

Mr. REED. Is it not a universal principle of law to remove trials 
from places where excitement exists? And does not this bill, in de- 
fiance of that principle of law, propose to send these cases to the very 
place where local and disturbing influences exist ? 

Mr. KNOTT. On the contrary, if the gentleman will read the 
statutes of the United States he will find that the cireuit courts of 
the United States have the right to remove the trial of criminal cases 
nearer to the vicinage of the crime, and in several circuits they have 
the right of Temoving a trial in civil causes. 

Mr. HOOKER. In answer to the objections made by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. FOsTER] and the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
TOWNSEND,] I beg to refer to the existing laws in reference even to 
, ses—and this is a quasi-criminal proceed- 
) against the property and persons charged by the Government— 


trial of strictly criminal eg 
ing 





which will be found in sections 662 and 802 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States: 
662. The Supreme Court, or, when that court is not sitting, any circuit justice or 


cireuit judge, together with the judge of the proper district, may direet special 
sessions of a cireuit court to be held, for the trial of criminal causes, at any con 
venient place within the district nearer to the place where the offenses are said to 
be committed than the place appointed by law for the stated sessions. 

802. Jurors shall be returned from such parts of the district, from time to time, 
as the court shall direct, so as to be most favorable to an impartial trial, and so as 
not to incur an unnecessary expense, or unduly to burden the citizens of any part 
of the district with such services. ‘ 


[ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. FIELD. I desire to ask the gentleman from Kentucky a ques- 
tion. It is this: Whether these are actions in replevin or actions in 
rem, and also whether the bill has been so drawn that the suits brought 
and returnable in May can be defaulted at a special term in March, 
to be established by this bill, and whether defaulted or tried at this 
special term the sureties upon the bond already given will be held? 
I also ask him, if they be actions of replevin, whether the bonds that 
have been given in behalf of the Government, who is the plaintiff in 
replevin, or by the defendants, who are the defendants in replevin? 

Mr. KNOTT. Well, | apprehend that under no circumstances does 
the Government give bond in a case of any kind. 1 call the previous 
question. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Asa Representative from Mississippi I would 
like to say a word upon this question. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Kentucky has 
expired and the question is, “ Shall the main question be now pat?” 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I desire to ask unanimous consent that 
the time be extended for ten minutes [cries of “ Regular order!” ] 80 
that the gentleman from Mississippi may be heard, and some other 
member upon this side. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was bound to recognize the demand 
of the gentleman from Kentucky for the previous question. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. But I am asking that by unanimons 
consent the time be extended ten minutes that the gentleman froin 
Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] may be heard, and that I may be per- 
mitted to ask the chairman of the Judiciary Committee or some 
other member two or three plain simple questions. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection ? 

Mr. MCMAHON. I object. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Asa member from Mississippi I would like to 
say a word. 

Mr. KNOTT. I cannot yield. 

The question was taken upon ordering the main question ; and on 
division there were—ayes 86, noes 85. 

Mr. REED. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; forty-two members voting in favor thereof ; 


> 








} and Mr. REED and Mr. KNotr were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 118, noes 69. 
So the main question was ordered. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read athird time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
The question was upon the passage of the bill. 
Mr. DWIGHT. I call for the yeas and nays upon the passage of 
the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken ; and there were—yeas 140, nays 102, not 
voting 50; as follows: 
YEAS—140. 
Aiken, Davis, Joseph J. Jones, James T. Rice, William W. 
Atkins, Dibrell, Kenna, Riddle, 
Beebe, Dickey, Kimmel, Robbins, 
Bell, Durham, Knapp, Roberts, 
Benedict, Eames, Knott, Robertson, 
Bicknell, Eickhoff, Landers, Ross, 
Bisbee, Evins, John IL. Ligon, Sayler, 
Blackburn, Felton, Lock wood, Scales, 
Bland, Finley, Luttrell, Schleicher, 
Bliss, Forney, Lynde, Shelley, 
Blount, Franklin, Mackey, Singleton, 
Boone, Frye, Maish, Slemons, 
Bouck, Fuller, Manning, Smith, William E. 
Bragg, Garth, Martin, Southard, 
Bridges, Ganse, Mavham, Sparks, 
Bright, Giddings, McKenzie, Springer, 
Brogden, Glover, Mc Mahon, Steclo, 
Browne, Goode, Metcalfe, Stenger, 
Backner, Gunter, Mills, Stephens, 
Batler, Hamilton, Money, Stewart, 
Cabell, Hardenbergh, Morgan, Swann, 
Caldwell, John W. Harris, John T. Morse, Throckmorton, 
Caldwell, W. P. Harrison, Muldrow, Townshend, R. W. 
Candler, Hart, Norcross, Tucker, 
| Carlisle, Hartridge, Oliver, ‘Turner, 
Chalmers, Hartzell, Page, Turney, 
Clark of Missouri, Haskell, Patterson, T. M. Vance, 
Clarkeof Kentacky, Hatcher, Pound, Waddell, 
Conger, Henkle, Powers, W hitthorne, 
Cook, Henry, Pridemore, Williams, A 
| Covert, Herbert, Rainey, Williams, James 
| Cox, Samuel S. Hewitt, G. W. Rea, Williams, Jere N. 
| Cravens, Hooker Reagan Willis, Albert 8. 
| Crittenden, - House, Reills Wilson, 
| Culberson, Huuton Rice, Americus V. Yeates, 
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Aldrich, 
Bacon, 
tagley 


Raker, John 1 


Baker, William H. 


Ballou 
Banks 
Rayne 

Blair 

Boyd 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Bundy 
Burchard, 
Burdick, 
Calkins 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Caswell, 
Chittenden, 
Clark, Rush 
Clymer, 
Cobb, 
Cole, 


NAYS—102. 


Crapo 
(‘ummings, 
Catler 

Danford 

Davis, Horace 
Deering, 
Denison, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 

Errett, 

Evans, I. Newton 
Evans, James L. 
Fort, 

Foster, 
Freeman, 
Gardner, 

Hale, 

Harmer, 

Harris, Benj. W. 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee 
Henderson, 
Hiscock, 


Hungerford, 
Ittner, 
James, 
Jones, John 8. 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Killinger, 
Lathrop 
Lindsey, 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 
Mitchell, 
Morrison, 
Neal 
O'Neill, 
Overton, 
Pacheco, 


Patterson, G. W. 


Peddie, 
Pollard, 
Pugh 
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Robinson, George D. 
Robinson, Milton 8. 


Ryan, 

Sampson, 

Sapp, 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Stone, John W. 
Thornburgh, 
Tipton, 
Townsend, M. I. 
Van Vorhes, 
Wait 

Ward 

Watson, 

Welch, 

White, Harry 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, Richard 


Willis, Benjamin A. 


Willits. 


Hubbell Randolph, 
Humphrey, Reed 
NOT VOTING—DO. 
Banning, Ewing Loring, Townsend, Amos 
Cain Field Marsh Veeder, 
Camp Gartield, Monroe, Walker, 
Claflin Gibson, Muller, Walsh, 
Clark, Alvah A, Hanna, Phelps, Warner, 
Collins, Harris, Henry R *hillips, White, Michael D. 
Darrall Hewitt, Abram 8. Potter, Williams, Andrew 
Davidson, Hunter Price, Wood, 
Douglas, Jones, Frank Quinn, Wren, 
Eden, Kelley Starin, Wright, 
Elam, Ketcham, Stone, Joseph C. Young. 
Ellis Lapham Strait, 
Ellsworth, Leonard, Thompson, 


Cox, Jacob D. 


So the bill was passed. 

During the call of the roll the following announcements were 
made : 

Mr. STRAIT. I am paired with Mr. Clark, of New Jersey. 

Mr. LEONARD. Iam paired on all political questions with my 
colleague, Mr. Evtuis. As I do not regard this as a political question 
and shall vote differently from most of my party, I vote “ay.” 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I do not regard this as a political 
question. I am paired with Mr. BANNING, of Ohio, on all political 
questions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. FRANKLIN.) The gentleman must 
decide that matter for himself. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I do not consider it a political 
question. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

Mr. KNOTT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. DURHAM. I now move that the rules be suspended and the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of 
proceeding with the consideration of the Military Academy appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask the gentleman to yield to me 
for a moment. 

Mr. DURHAM. I will do so. 


GOLOID DOLLAR, METRIC SYSTEM, ETC. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I am directed by the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures to report the testimony taken before 
said committee of Dr. Linderman, Director of the Mint, of Mr. Ecfeldt, 
an officer in the Mint, and of Dr. W. W. Hubbell and Colonel E. B. 
Elliott upon the subject of coinage generally and especially upon the 
coinage of the goloid dollar; also upon the subject of the establish- 
ment of additional branch mints as well as the general establishment 
of the metric system, and a letter from Samuel Barnett, of Washing- 
ton, Georgia, upon the latter subject, and to move that the same be 
printed and recommitted. 

The motion was agreed to; not to be brought back upon a motion 
to reconsider. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

Mr. DURHAM. I now renew the motion to go into Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Before that motion is put I desire to give notice 
that I propose to-morrow to call up the contested-election case of 
Wigginton rs. Pacheco, of the fourth congressional district, Califor- 
nia. 

The motion of Mr. DURHAM was then agreed to. 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 

(Mr. BLACKBURN in the chair.) 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole will now resume 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 2507) making appropriations 


FEBRUARY 5, 


for the support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ey,;, 
June 30, 1°79, and for other purposes. iii 

Mr. CLYMER. How long is it proposed that general debate gy.) 
continue on this bill ? — 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all general de} 
this bill has been limited to one minute. 

Mr. DURHAM. Debate having been so limited I wil! y 
one minute and ask that the Clerk now read the bill ) 
for amendment. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, and read the follow ing: 


For additional pay of professors for length of service, $7,000. 


ate upon 


“lve that 
Y paragraphs 


Mr. DURHAM. Iam instructed by the Committee on Approp 
: . +7 . propria- 
tions to move to strike out the paragraph just read. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

_ For pay of one instructor of practical military engineering in addition to pay as 
first lieutenant, $900. : 

Mr. MAYHAM. I move to strike out what has just been read. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not desire in any way to antagonize th 
bill. It appears to me, however, there is no good reason why a liey. 
tenant who is appointed or detailed by the President of the United 
States, or in whatever way he may be appointed to do this special 
duty, is entitled to more pay than a lieutenant who is doing duty in 
the field. On the contrary it seems to be an invidious distinction 
reward services not more arduous, not more laborious, and certain)y 
more pleasant and less hazardous and dangerous of the lieutenant at 
West Point, while the man in the field is compelled to confront perils 
and endure hardships which are not suffered by the officer on duty 
at West Point. The distinction is an unjust one. And in view of 
that fact and for the purpose of promoting harmony even in the 
Army, for the purpose of satisfying officers in the field that equal 
justice will be done to all those holding like positions, this proposi 
tion of the fifteenth and sixteenth lines ought to be stricken out, [ 
hope, therefore, my motion will be adopted. 

Mr. FINLEY. Iwould like to know whether it is in order to move 
to amend the amendment of the gentleman from New York by strik- 
ing out not only lines 15 and 16 but all down to and including line 29, 
providing for additional pay to one instructor of ordnance, to assist- 
ant professors and instructors of cavalry, to assistant instructors of 
tactics, and to pay of adjutant? 

The CHAIRMAN. That portion of the bill has not yet been read 
by the Clerk, and the gentleman’s motion is not in order. 

Mr. DURHAM. Mr. Chairman, this matter was carefully consid- 
ered by the Committee on Appropriations, and it was concluded to 
give this additional pay to this professor of practical military en 
gineering. I know, as has been stated by the gentleman from New 
York, that it looks as though an officer employed at West Point asa 
professor should not have more pay than officers of the same rank in 
active service out in the field; but gentlemen will bear in mind that 
officers in active service get their rations, get feed for their horses, 
and a good many things which the officer at West Point does not get. 
The pay of a first lieutenant, according to section 1261 of the Revised 
Statutes, is only $1,600 when mounted and $1,500 when not mounted. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. DURHAM. Not now, but wait till I am through with my 
statement. Adding $900 to $1,500, a first lieutenant only makes 
$2,400; and it was considered by the Committee on Appropriations 
that $2,400 for a professor at West Point, without any other perqui- 
sites, was only sufficient to secure the services of a first-rate in- 
structor. 

Mr.MAYHAM. Let me ask the gentleman whether a professor at 
West Point who is also first lieutenant in the Army does not draw 
rations or receive commutation for them ? 

Mr. DURHAM. That is not the understanding of the committee, 
but that all he gets isin money. The officer of course has quarters 
and fuel and lots of things of that sort. 

Mr. MAYHAM. Is there any exception in the Army regulations 
between those stationed at West Point and those serving in the tield 
in reference to drawing rations? 

Mr. DURHAM. The pay of professors at the Military Academy, as 
the committee understands it, is specific, no more and no less. So 
far as a lieutenant in the Army is concerned our understanding is 
that he receives so many dollars and has besides so much in the way 
of rations, forage, &c. 

Mr. BRAGG. Let me ask the gentleman from Kentucky whether 
the system of rations has not been abolished altogether. Is there 
such thing as rations allowed to officers? 

Mr. DURHAM. They receive commutation for forage, which is the 
same thing. 

I wish to state furthermore that, if it is desired by the House to 
strike out this addition of $900 to the pay of the first lieutenant 
acting as professor at West Point, it will be agreeable to the commit- 
tee. If it be the judgment of the House that a professor at West 
Point should only receive $1,500, so be it. The Committee on Ap- 
propriations, however, after examining the question, believe that 
this $900, making $2,400 in all, is no more than a sufficient compen- 
sation for an officer stationed as professor at West Point. 

Mr. BRAGG. In reply to the suggestions which were made by the 
gentleman having this bill in charge it seews to me there is no ground 
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hatever for the Committee on Appropriations to make the recom- | 


Ww . \ . ° . 
srendation they make, and for this reason, Mr. Chairman, this lieu- 
+enant who is attending to duty there has been a student at West 
‘ a ‘ 

Point. He has been educated at the expense of the Government. 


The man he is and the fitness he possesses in order to teach there he 
has learned at the expense of the Government contracting to enter 

to the service of the Government as an officer, and the Government 
has the right to assign him to a command in the field orto detail him 
for duty to this pleasure resort at West Point, where he shall dis- 
charge the duties of teacher from four to six hours a day and escape 
the fatigues and risk of the frontier. Now the Government, having 
assigned him to one of the “ soft ” places under the Government, it 
ceems to me, ought to be sufficient to satisfy one whose service be- 
longed to the Government, without our attempting to heap upa 
bonus on him for the service that he performs. The Committee on 
Appropriations seems to have forgotten that in times like these, 
when values have shrunk more than 50 per cent. all over the country, 
these gentlemen who have heretofore, since 1872, received this bonus 
ought to commence to bear the burden of the hard times that are 
upon us as Wellas the rest of the community. 

“Mr. CLYMER. I move to strike out the last word. 
| offer this formal amendment in order to present some facts to the 





committee, which possibly will guide them in determining this mat- 
ter. I will premise by saying that if it is the judgment of the com- 


mittee that these extra allowances should be taken from these pro- 
fessors, I, as an individual, will not resist it. I wish the committee, 
however, to have the facts, and after they have the facts they can 
determine with justice what oaght to be done. There are, sir, I think 
some sixteen first lieutenants employed as instructors in various | 
departments at West Point. To some of them the amount of pay is 
over $3,000. Their pay would be $1,500 as first leutenants. Then 
there is the $900 additional, which itis proposed to pay them. These 
two sums make $2,400. Then they get 10 per cent. upon their pay 
for each five years of service in the Army. The highest amount 
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received by them is $3,288.53; and that is because the gentlemen 
who receive that amount have been so much longer in service than 
others of like rank. The remainder of the first lieutenants employed 
at West Point receive, under the provisions of this bill or of the 
former bill, which was precisely like it, the sam of $2,584 each. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Will the gentleman yield to me 
for a question? 

Mr. CLYMER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Do the $1,500 of which the gen- 
tleman speaks include all that is allowed to the lieutenant for rations 
and everthing of that sort ? 

Mr. CLYMER. No, sir; the rations and other allowances are in 
addition to the $1,500 depending upon which arm of the service the 
ofiicer belongs to. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Then he has to bny his rations ? 

Mr. CLYMER. They are taken from him Iunderstand. As I have 
said, some of these first lieutenants receive $3,288 apiece and the rest 
$2,554 each. Thesecond lieutenants receive some of them $3,088 and 
the remainder of them ranging from $1,92% to $2,068. 

Now, then, the committee have a general idea of the range of sala- 
ries paid to these assistant professors. I confess that possibly these 
gentlemen would be able to live upon the amounts due them from 
their Army pay without anything additional. Going to West Point, 
as I understand the law, they are deprived of rations, allowances for 
fuel and lights, and commutations for horses and things of that kind; 
and in my own judgment I do not think the pay we propose to give 
them is excessive. As to that the committee may differ in opinion. 
But I have thought it due to the committee that something like a de- 
tailed statement should be made in order that an accurate judgment 
without prejudice or feeling might be arrived at. 

Mr. REAGAN. I shoul bas liked that the members of the Com- 
mittee had been more specific in stating whether the officers detailed 
for duty at West Point were or were not allowed commutation for 
rations. 

Mr. CLYMER. We cannot make the statement more specific for 
the reason that quarters are furnished those officers at West Point 
aud that fue) is furnished ; so that there is no specific allowance 
Some . there would be if they were in the field or on regular service 
in the line. 

Mr. REAGAN. If there be no special law on this subject the ex- 
planation still does not meet the question presented. If these officers 
are not excluded, on assignment to duty, from the receipt of com- 
mutation for forage and quarters, and we are shown no law and no 
positive statement that they are not, I believe we are not warranted 


in nape they receive those allowances, as that is the general | 


rule when officers are assigned to special duty in this or any other city. 

However that may be, Mr. Chairman, when we come to consider 
the compensation of officers of the Army, we find that they get their 
quarters furnished free of charge, their fuel free of charge, their 
Stationery free of charge, &c. These, too, are positions free from the 
hardships of service in the field and its dangers and exposures in 
every way. It does seem to me an unjust and invidious distinction 
made between those occupying positions of favor and comfort and 
ease and other officers of like rank in more difficult and dangerous 
Service. It does not seem to me to be just. It appears to me more- 
over that whenever we get bureau oflicers in a place where their 
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force and influence are concentrated we begin to accumulate favors 
and augment favoritism for their benefit. It is not right. We ought 
to make our legislation just. We ought not to subject ourselves to 
the imputation of having any favored class without a just reason for 
it, and I hope that this whole class of provisions for extra pay, begin- 
ning with this one, will be stricken out. : 

Mr. HAYES. I want to ask the gentleman one question. Is there 
really any difference in the pay of these first lieutenants who are de- 
tailed for duty at West Pcint and those who are upon the frontier in 
actual service, when we take into consideration the commutation for 
rations? 

Mr. DURHAM. It is hard to tell. Ido not know what the com- 
mutation amounts to. We give these gentlemen $900 in addition to 
their regular pay and we also furnish them with fuel, lights, and 
quarters at West Point. 

Mr. SPARKS. It seems to me, sir, that the committee have fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of all former committees, and I state that as a 
fact. The gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. BRAGG, ] it seems to me, 
makes an objection here which is not well founded. These lieuten- 
ants who are detailed for services as teachers are not on ordinary de- 
tail. They are selected on account of competence as professsors and 
teachers, and there is a great deal in that. I would submit to any 
gentleman who knows anything about the conduct of the higher 
schools and seminaries of learning, that there is a great deal in the 
selection of men for these particular duties. Now the question occurs, 
are these men paid exorbitantly for their services. We piace their 
salaries, as I understand, at from $2,400 to $2,500 perannum. Is that 
exorbitant pay for aman who teaches in an institution like this? If 
not, we ought to pay them that. I am not the especial apologist for 
these officers; Iam not their champion upon this floor, and do not 
propose to be; but I say that if you strike at the pay of these teach- 
ers and insist that they shall come down to the pay of a lieutenant, 
you may readily run this institution into the ground. If that is what 
the gentleman from Wisconsin means it would be better for him to 
say so at once, 

I do not propose to do that. I am inclined to think that perhaps 
there are too many teachers employed at this institution, more than 
we ought to have. I do not know this, but I am apprehensive that 
that is the fact; but as to the amount paid to each teacher, I am satis- 
fied that you cannot get competent teachers to discharge these duties 
for less than you pay these men, and I apprehend that when you 
take into consideration the commutation that is given to those who 
are serving in the field their pay will amount really to what these 
men who are detailed at the academy get. But I hold to this point, 
and this is the gist of my argument, that you select men especially 
for this service, and if the menu are thoroughly competent to dis- 
charge the duty of teachers at this institution they are entitled to 
more than the men who can only fight well. 

Mr. BEEBE, There seems to be a misunderstanding on the part 
of the House as to the exact pay received by these gentlemen who 
are detailed for duty at West Point. Now, my understanding is— 
and it is in accord with the understanding of some members at least 
of the Committee on Appropriations—that a lieutenant or any officer 
detailed for service at West Point receives in all other respects just 
exactly as much as if he were in service on the frontier, in commuta- 
tion and all other perquisites. The gross pay is just exactly as much 
at West Point as it would be if the officer were on the frontier. This 
provision is in excess of that; it is proposed to give them this in ad- 
dition to their pay. That is the real state of the case. If the House 
is willing that it should be done, then they will retain these provis- 
ions in the bill; if it is unwilling that it should be done, if it feels as 
I do, I shall be in accord with the House. I believe that an officer 
detailed for service at West Point should receive no more than if he 
went out on the frontier. I think you should not make this discrim- 
ination in their favor. Now, that is the whole state of the case in 
this regard. We give these gentlemen more than we give to other 
officers. Do they merit more? We give them, bear in mind, more 
than the dollars and cents provided for their pay, because we provide 
them with quarters, &c., in addition. Now, 1 submit to the sense of 
fairness, I submit to the judgment of those gentlemen who would 
have the Army conducted without any discrimination or favoritism, 
whether it is not better to make this institution at West Point one of 
duty, and not of pleasure. 

Gentlemen tell me that West Point is a watering place; there are 
elaborate hotels there ; there are opportunities for social life there. 
I say that the Army of the United States has nothing to do with 
that, and I repeat that the institution at West Point should not be 
made a field where the incipient seed of snobbery sown in fertile soil 
will fructify. I believe the gentlemen detailed for service at West 
Point are a great deal better off than those upon the frontier, and 
the eligibility of these positions will lead officers of the Army to 
strive for detail for service at this point. 

There are now seventy-eight of these favored gentlemen, not all 
| lieutenants, but officers detailed from the Army. There are seventy- 
eight instructors and professors. A gentleman near me shakes his 
head, but I have before me the Army Register, and I have counted 
up the number and I find that there are seventy-eight. Now let us 
pay them no more than we would pay them if they were in active 
service confronting the enemies of the country. Give them so much, 





| but in my judgment they are not entitled to more. 
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I merely rose to correct what I believe to be a wide-spread misun- | an extra ration, commuted at thirty cents, is allowed our officers 
| 
| 


derstanding on the part of the House. These gentlemen at West 
Point get just as much inevery other regard as they would if they 
were in the field. They get 10 per cent. additional after five years’ | 
service and 20 per cent. after ten years’ service. If you do not give 
them enough, then increase the pay all round. Do not discriminate | 
or make any matter of favoritism in this business. 

Mr. RIDDLE. The gentleman from New York [| Mr. MaymaM] with- 
draws his motion to strike out in order that I may offer an amend- 
ment to add to the paragraph what I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That no rations or quarters shall be furnished and that no commutation 
be allowed for the same, 


Mr. BEEBE. That will not do at all. 

Mr. BUTLER. That will not do. 

Mr. RIDDLE. That will make the compensation specific. There 
seems to be a misapprehension here as to what isthe pay of these ofli- 
cers. If my amendment is adopted, their pay will be $2,400 a year 
and they will be allowed no rations, no fuel, no quarters, and no com- 


mutation for the same. They will get a round sum in money of $2,400 | 


a year without any allowances whatever. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the Government collect rent of 
them for the quarters they occupy? 

Mr. RIDDLE, That isa matter they can arrange among themselves. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Iunderstand the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. RippLE] to say that they shall have no quarters. 

Mr. RIDDLE. They will not be furnished quarters. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. If they are not to be furnished quar- 
ters and must live there and do live there in quarters which belong 
to the Government, is the Government to charge them rent for those 
quarters ? 

Mr. RIDDLE. I think the Committee of the Whole has the right 
to know from the Committee on Appropriations what will be the 
‘ ompensation ot these officers. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The compensation of an officer at 
West Point is exactly the same, nothing more and nothing less, as 
the compensation of an officer on duty on the frontier, except that 
you make an extra allowance for reasons which I hold to be good, 
but which the House may hold to be bad. No officer in the service 
of the United States, either on the frontier or on duty at West Point, 
is entitled to rations. 

Mr. RIDDLE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. RIDDLE. Are not these oflicers on duty at West Point, em- 
ployed there in instructing these young men, considered as on post 
duty ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I cannot answer the question of the 
gentleman. 

Mr. RIDDLE. If they are considered as on post duty, then every 
gentleman who has ever been in the Army knows that they are enti- 
tled to commutation, 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. They are not entitled to commuta- 
tion at West Point, because they receive quarters and fuel in kind. 

Mr. RIDDLE. If we can be assured of that beyond the possibility 
of a doubt, then I think the Committee of the Whole will be justified 
in supporting this bill, but not otherwise. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. That is the law and that is the 
yractice. 

Mr. RIDDLE. There seems to be a difference of opinion on that 
subject. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. That is because there is ignorance 
of the law and ignorance of the practice. 

{ Here the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Tennessee 
[ Mr. Ripp.e ] has expired. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not desire to take a part in this debate, but I 
do desire to state what is the exact fact as I understand it. Having 
been twice in my life on the Board of Visitors to West Point I have 
had occasion to examine this matter. 

An ofticer of the Army at West Point has a right to the same com- 
mutation for fuel, quarters, forage, (if a mounted officer,) and rations 
and longevity rations as an oflicer of the Army elsewhere. An oflicer 
of the Army elsewhere always takes these things in commutation, in 
money, where they cannot be furnished him in kind. Of course an 
officer on the plains, who is picking up buffalo chips with which to 
boil his tea-kettle, takes his commutation for fuel in money. An offi- 
cer at West Point is furnished with quarters by the Government. 
He might commute if he chose, but his quarters furnished by the 
Government at West Point are generally better than his commuta- 
tion would give him. But in everything, with the exception of quar- 
ters, he is precisely like any other officer, and his pay is precisely the 
same, in the absence of special act of Congress. Whether it is wise 
to give these scientific gentlemen who are detailed for duty at West 
Point more or less is for the Committee of the Whole to determine. 

But 1 want to say one thing upon another paragraph which I do 
not think is understood. I understand that the paragraph allowing 
additional pay for oflicers for length of service has been stricken out 
of this bill. All officers of our Army have what is known as an in- 
crease of pay for length of service, called longevity rations. That is, 


| nations of the world give older and faithful servants more thy 


every five years of service. That gives the older officers of ¢}), oo 


| of the same rank a larger pay than the younger officers, t j« 


the ground that the older officers generally have families, and 4 
do the younger ones. It is for that reason that it is viven ti 
ofticers of our Army. - 

But the professors at West Point are not technically officers of 
Army, and they have no longevity or other rations, and tl], a 
there is this provision to them in lieu of any increase of pay, T)\: 
pay was fixed in view of an assimilated rank when they came tly, 
and then this is given to them, the same sum as has heretofore lou’ 
given to them for length of service. We have some professors , 
West Point who have served twenty years at the same nomi; 
they went there with, and they have always had this additiona) »,,., 
to make up for the want of longevity rations which the officer of t), 
Army gets. 

I submit to the committee whether it is not quite fair that a ma) 
| who has served for twenty years should have some addition to his pa 

over a man who has served only one year. But that is outside of tij 
present question, and I shall ask for a vote, if I am in the House whey 
this comes up, on striking this provision out. : 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DURHAM. Mr. Chairman,I wish to say to the gentlema, 
from Massachusetts that I apprehend he is a little mistaken in his 
last statement. Section 1836 places professors at West Point on ex. 

actly the same footing with Army officers, and consequently they are 
entitled to longevity pay as Army oflicers. ? 

Mr. BUTLER. That is new; that is since my time; and, if they 
have, that ends the matter. E 

Mr. DURHAM. It is so. 

Mr. FINLEY. The motion to strike out the lines 15 and 16 is not 
now pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York withdrew it. 

Mr. FINLEY. SoI understand, and I wish to renew it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rules it is in order to perfect a par- 
agraph proposed to be stricken out before the question is taken on 
the motion to strike out. 

Mr. FINLEY. I understand that. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I move to strike out the last word. 
The statement made by the gentleman from Massachusetts is un 
doubtedly correct as to the matter of rations and quarters. There is 
no allowance made to the officers at West Point for quarters or for 
fuel unless they hire quarters or use fuel not supplied by the Goy- 
ernment; and in that particular they are exactly upon a par and in 
precisely the same situation as officers serving elsewhere. 

In regard to the proposition for paying the professors at West 
Point for length of service I entirely agree with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts that an injustice had been done by the action of the 
committee. By the law the professors at West Point have assimilated 
rank, and that assimilated rank entitles them to pay for length of 
service. It is their legal right, but when they go to the Treasury and 
demand their legal right, they are told no appropriation has bee: 
made by Congress to defray the charge. And this appropriation of 
$7,000 is the sum inserted in the West Point bill for the purpose of 
enabling the officers of the Treasury to pay the amount to which 
these professors are entitled for length of service under the provisions 
of assimilated rank. 

Mr. BUTLER. You are right exactly. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I wish to ask the gentleman from New York 
whether anything is accomplished in the direction of retrenchment 
simply by striking out that provision of the bill which gives to these 
professors additional pay for length of service, leaving the statute 
which authorizes the payment of this sum still in force ; and whether 
a deficiency bill will not be necessary to pay the money ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I will reply to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, it has been repeatedly held in opinions of the Attorney- 
General of the United States that where a salary is fixed by law and 
Congress fails to appropriate the money there remains a valid clain 
against the Treasury for which the person to whom the debt is due 
may go to the Court of Claims and enforce his right. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Of course that is the law. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. While I am upon the floor I will add 
one other thing. It is objected that these gentlemen who are assigne'! 
to West Point receive under the terms of this bill and under the 
terms of bills heretofore passed an allowance which they would not 
get if they were serving on the frontier. It is true, and it is In Ac- 
cordance with the law which runs through human nature. But few 
officers of the Army are competent to perform thisduty. For example, 
take the one which is covered by the amendment now before the 
committee, the instructor in practical military engincering; how 
many men in the Army are competent to give instruction in that 
very difficult branch of the military art? It is the very highest ordet 
of talent known in the military service. Take the recent war ve 
tween Turkey and Russia, happily brought to an end, as I learn to- 
day, and the operations before Plevna were held at bay until that 

| master of military engineering Todleben came down and brought to 
bear his genius and his skill and his great acquirements, and then 

Plevna fell. And if there be a man in this country, if he be in the 

Army of the United States or out of it, who can go to West Point 


tha 


} 
al pay 














78. CONGRESSIONAL 


I 








ive this class of instruction with more skill, with more ability, 






and ¢ H e 
a more success than any other man in this country, the sum you 
: » him is so insignificant in comparison with the value of the serv- 
j . that it ought not to be taken into account. 





[Here the hammer fell. ] ; 

Mr. DURHAM. I ask for a vote on this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Discussion on the amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I withdraw the amendment so that the gentleman 

mm New York [Mr. MAYHAM] may renew his original proposition. 
“Mr. MAYHAM. I renew my motion to strike out the paragraph. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to strike out the last word. ie 

| do not think, sir, that there is any danger of the Military Acad- 
emy suffering at the hands of Congress. All the legislation in rela- 
tion to that institution has been characterized not only by kindness 
hut by extreme liberality. In regard to the cadets, up to 1864 they 
never were paid higher than $360. In 1864 their pay reached $500. 
In 1*67 we made it somewhere over 3500, W hen it was proposed in 
the last Congress to reduce the amount from that high figure there was 
creat complaint made, about the attempt to take from those poor 
hovs the sum of money which had been allowed them, although it 
had been far in excess of all appropriations prior to 1867 and although 












was being given to all the officers of the Army. 






at that for one moment. 
the sum of $3,500 in money; then they have a house to live in; 






eiguborhood of $5,000 in all, if there be a legitimate and fair calcu- 
ition made as to what is the pay of these professors. 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman allow me to make a suggestion 
ust there ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. InamomentIwill. Icannot now. In addition to 
that, Mr. Speaker, what have these gentlemen got. They have what 
yrofessors do not have in any other institution in this country—when 
ey have grown old in their honored positions they are pensioned by 
s Government, going out on two-thirds of their pay. Where is that 
great privilege allowed in any other institution in this land ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Columbia College, in the city of New 
York, pensions its own professors. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iam very glad to hear it. 
That is the tirst instance I have heard of. Take Harvard, a literary 
institution known to us all. The salaries there run from $2,000 to 
$4,000 a year, the highest being $4,000, and the professors have no 
perquisites. Now, as regards these lieutenants employed as instruct- 
ors, they get their $1,500; then they get in addition to that their 
homes, their fuel, their medical attendance free, and they get their 
hay-forage, their grain-forage, and their straw-forage ; and in addi- 
tion to all this they get $900. Without this allowance they get $2,400 
in money, being $400 more than the subordinate professors at Har- 
vard get. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. It seems to me that very erroneous 
statements have been made as to the salaries of officers of the 
Army and the salaries of professors. The other day my friend from 
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It is an unusual thing. 














officers of the Army were. The gentleman is on the Military Com- 






they are clearly stated in a table attached to the Army Register. 






Army now and has not been since the law of 1870. 






give him in a military post. 






and who have quarters furnished in Government buildings. 







buildings. But there is never a money commutation paid. 
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Mr. BLOUNT. 


single suggestion. 








quarters, have to pay for them. 







in kind. 
Mr. BLOUNT. 






He gets his fuel in kind and his forage in kind. 
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| now have it in the bill before us. 
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the addition was made at the time when an additional compensation | 


Now, sir, in regard to the question of salaries of officers, let us look | 
In the first place to start with they have | 


then they have their fuel, then they have their hay-forage, their | 
crain-forage, and their straw-forage, amounting to somewhere in the | 


Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] said he did not know what the salaries of 


mittee, and it seems to me it should not have taken him a great while 
to ascertain what the salaries of officers of the Army are, because 


I wish to say that there is no such thing as commutation in the 
Every officer is 
entitled to quarters under existing law, and where the Government 
has provided no military buildings or quarters he is entitled to an 
assignment of quarters equal to what the law and regulations would 
This is simply to put him upon an 
equality with all other officers of the Army stationed in garrison 
When 
an oflicer is ordered to a place where regular quarters are not pro- 
vided, he is furnished with a certain allowance of rooms in private 
The 
otlicer takes his quarters in kind—never any allowance in lieu of 


If the gentleman will allow me, I wish to make a 

I think the gentleman is correct, but I desire to 
say, when I made the statement I did, it was in regard to professors 
outside of the Army, in other institutions, who, when they have 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. And there is no commutation of 
forage. The officer is entitled to have so much forage and no more, 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. An officer in the Army, who is 
mounted and in actual service, gets a certain amount of forage for 
his horse, and if he does not use that forage for his horse he is not 
entitled to commutation in money. I was surprised to hear the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts talk about commutation 
as distinct from pay. Anything the officer gets besides the actual 
y law is.simply what he gets in kind if he is entitled to 


This whole subject of the pay of the professors at West Point under- 
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went thorough discussion in the last Congress, and was settled as we 


I know from acquaintance with 
many that have been there that it is with great reluctance the assist- 
ant professors take these places at West Point, simply because they 
cannot afford to live there. And that is the simple question, “ Do we 
pay more than is necessary to supportthem in a respectable way?” If 
we do, let us cut it down. If we do not, let us maintain them in the 
position they are intended to occupy socially or otherwise. Why, 
sir, West Point is, in the judgment of all men who know, the most ex- 
pensive point to live in in the United States. In winter it is per- 
fectly isolated and in summer all their suppliescome by boats. There 
is no market there at all. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CLYMER. I move to strike out the last word. The proposi- 
tion to pay this additional sum to these officers detailed for duty at 
West Point can only be defended upon two grounds. The first is that 
the literary or scientific merits of the individual entitled him to this 
consideration on the part of the Government; his fitness for the posi- 
tion to which he is detailed, which is a ground which should com- 
mend itself to the good judgment of every gentleman here. The other 
| ground is the increased expense of living at West Point, which is also 
to be judged of. But back of this and beyond all this there is a sub- 
ject which the Committee on Appropriations was not prepared to con- 
sider, and that is the enormous number of professors crowded into this 
institution when they are not needed. It isastartling fact that fifty- 
| seven instructors receive as pay in addition to quarters $168,394, while 
the whole cost of supporting the cadets is only $167,400 ; making the 
pay of instruction of these cadets $994 in excess of their support. Now 
I am willing, if it be the judgment of this committee, to reduce the 
amount of pay in any way that we can; but I think the better plan 
would be to reduce the number of teachers. 

It is constantly objected that the Committee on Appropriations is 
attempting to legislate, and I think it wasin a great measure the fear 
of that objection that prevented them from laying their hands on 
this institution and reducing the number of professors. To the gen- 
| tlemen who compose the Com mittee on Military Affairs of the House 
I would recommend this as a field for retrenchment and reform. 

It is strange that the cost of instruction should amount to $170,000, 
while the support of the cadets is nearly $10,000 less. Now, there is 
something radically wrong in this, and while Iam not prepared to 
say what would be the right course to be pursued, yet we all agree 
that the number of professors is too great considering the number of 
students in the institution; one professor for every five and one-half 
stridents. 

Mr. GLOVER. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. As these 
professors are Army officers, would their pay be any less anywhere 
else than at West Point? 

Mr. CLYMER. It would not be less; but we grant them additional 
yay. 

: Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Not to all of them. 

Mr. CLYMER. No; there are nine professors who are civilians, 
and one would think that with an additional force of a few Army 
officers there would be a staff ample for the instruction of three hun- 
dred and ten students. I think that this excess of professors is an 
abuse that ought to be corrected after calm consideration, for I trust 
that there is no member here who would do anything to mar the 
usefulness of this institution, which has done such noble service in 
| the past and of which we have such hope in the future. 

Mr. DURHAM. There ought to be some limit to this debate. 

Mr. BRAGG. I made a motion some time ago upon which I sup- 
posed I was entitled to the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin could have been 
heard whenever he sought the right to be heard. 

Mr. BEEBE. I ask that the gentleman from Kentucky allow mo 
to say a word or two. 

Mr. BRAGG. I believe I had the floor to move to strike out the 
last word, and upon that motion I am entitled to be heard. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman had not the floor to make that 
motion. To whom does the gentleman from Kentucky yield ? 

Mr. DURHAM. I will yield to either of the gentlemen. I do not 
propose to assign the floor. 

Mr. BRAGG. The time for debate upon the former amendment 
was exhausted when the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYMER } 
took the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognized that fact, and asked the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania if he had an amendment to offer, and 
he moved to strike out the last word. The Chair would state to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin that there has been no debate upon any 
amendment, except pro forma amendments, for the last half hour. 
| Mr. DURHAM. I will now yield the floor first to the gentleman 
| from New York, [Mr. BEEBE. ] 
| Mr. BEEBE. I want, Mr. Chairman, to say a word as to West 

Point being so fearfully out of the world. You can go to New York 
City from West Point by two or three lines of railroad in two or three 
hours; the Hudson River Railroad, upon the opposite bank of the 
river; the short-cut branch of the Erie Railroad, which is within a 
distance of five miles. If the gentleman had had occasion to travel 
over that road as often as I have he would know that the road is a 
| passably good one. 
At West Point they have the advantage of buying their supplies in 
| bulk, and they avail themselves of that advantage. As to the privi- 
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the professors the gentleman from Massachusetts will 
he list at the end of the Army Register that they 


te tl} 


t just as much as those in the service elsewhere. 
hatever else yon give them yon give them asagratuity. Yon fur- 
nish them there with their quarters in kind. The gentleman from 


Massachusetts, [Mr. BoTier,] who has been on the Board of Visitors, | 


states what we all must know to be the fact, that nowhere else can 


they get for the amount allowed in commutation as good quarters as | 


is furnished them there. 

As to these gentlemen being detailed for duty at West Point because 
of their supposed great aptitude and ability as teachers, with all def- 
erence to my distinguished friend who sits before me, [Mr. HEWITT, } 
let me ask how is it that these lientenants all at once develop such 
wouderful proficiency? If the ideais to have the greatest skilled 
talent, then, let me ask, why not take older officers who have had 
much more ex penence ? 

[ Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BRAGG. The gentlemen who seem to be arguing so strenu- 
ously for this increase of salary entirely overlook the original start- 
ing point. They forget that these are our officers, educated at our 
expense, subjected to our orders, and obliged to go wherever we may 


send them. They are not the representatives of wealthy aristocratic | 


} 


colleges or classes. They are the representatives of the people of the | 
United States in an institution, however, which is attempting to | 


build up a blue-blooded aristocracy in the land which looks down 


upon the common people as inferiors. It is putting forward men who | 


go upon the staff and who take to this high honor at the expense of 
the men who are in the field sustaining and supporting the flag of 
the country and protecting the lives of the citizens who are defense- 
less upon our frontiers. 

I for one say that these men, so long as they are in the service of 
the United States, shall abide by the law as it was fixed for their 
rank without additional pay. As I have been alluded to frequently 
in this debate npon one side of the House and the other as “the 
gentleman from Wisconsin,” let me say to the gentleman from Mich- 
igan [Mr. WILLtaMs] that he cannot tell what the pay of a lieutenant 
is. I say tothe members of this House that the Army list which I 


have here does not show what that pay is. It was only yesterday | 


that I addressed a communication to the Paymaster General asking 
what commutation ofiicers were allowed. I received an answer that 


none was allowed, not a dollar, but that their pay was as it stands | 


upon the pay-roll. 

Now, when I am met by such an answer as that, I discover the cat 
has another hole through which it gets into the Treasury. So I went 
around to the Quartermaster-General’s Office, and there I found that 
thousands and thousands a month were given in commutation of 


quarters, and that the lieutenants and captains and majors and colo- | 


nels, all the way up to major-generals, were paid commutations. 

Now the intention of the law was to send these men who are hanging 
about the Capitol lobbying to build up the Army back to the Govern- 
ment barracks, where they should bear the hardship of the service and 
discharge the duty of soldiers, and not be here as lobbyists. But 
they evade the law, and throngh the Quartermaster’s Department 
they get the benefit of their regular $18 a month. 


And nobody ean tell what else they get, unless they are sufficiently | 


familiar with the subject of drawing pay from one branch of the 
Government and another to be able to follow them around from one 
oflice to another, and then foot up the total of what they get under 
one pretext and another. Nobody knows so well how to figure out as 
those who have studied the Army regulations of the staff from their 
youthful entry into service until they have reached the sere and yel- 
low leaf, when they are not fit for active duty or for anything else, 


to dry up the heart-blood and leave a man nothing but a manikin. 

{ Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. DURHAM. I move that the committee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 
No. 2507) making appropriations for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and for other purposes, 
and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. DURHAM. I do not propose now to ask the House to go back 
into Committee of the Whole. But I move that when the House shall 
again resume consideration in Committee of the Whole of the Mili- 
tary Academy appropriation bill, all debate upon the pending para- 
graph and amendments thereto shall be limited to ten minutes. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

URCILLA FONDREW. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 


ter from the commissioners of claims, with an accompanying report | 


on the claim of Urcilla Fondrew, of Lafayette County, Mississippi; 
which was referred to the Committee on War Claims. 


MILL REFUSE IN FOX RIVER, WISCONSIN. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting a communication from Major Houston, of | 
the Corps of Engineers, in relation to the deposit of refuse from mills, | 


he same priv ileges as officers of the regular Army. | 
d before, the gentlemen detailed for this service at West 


| that Department forthe fiscal year ending June 30, 1877; whic! 
| referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


| a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report of the Ad 


| on Military Affairs. 


| a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting recommendati 
| Major Houston and Chief of Engineers of a provision in bill appropri- 
| ating money for improvement of Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, to pur- 
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&c., in the Fox River, Wisconsin; which was referred to ; 
mittee on Commerce. 
FORTRESS MONROF, VIRGINIA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the & 
of War, transmitting a recommendation for an appropriation { 
new barrack buildings at Fortress Monroe, Virginia; wh), 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

CONTINGENT FUND, DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Hoy. 
a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, 
requirements of section 193 of the Revised Statutes, stater, 
the expenditures of the contingent funds of the several by; 


nts of 


Lich w 


W. H. CURRAN. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the 


tant-General in the case of W. H. Curran, assistant surgeoy Tw, 7 
tieth Kentucky Volunteers ; which was referred to the Commit 


LlLee 


HENRY E. WILKINSON. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report of the Adjy 
tant-General in the case of Henry E. Wilkinson ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 
IMPROVEMENT OF FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


DS of 


chase real estate ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
METROPOLITAN POLICE. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse 
a letter from the Attorney-General, transmitting a communication 
from the board of Metropolitan police, presenting reasons for an in- 
crease of said force; which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 
BREVET APPOINTMENTS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the report of the 
Adjutant-General on House bill No. 938, relating to certain brevet 
appointments; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
DUTIES ON SUGAR. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in regard to the difliculty 
of collecting the duties upon sugar prescribed by schedule G of the 
Revised Statutes ; which was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 
MILITIA FORCE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting an abstract of the 
militia force of the United States, as required by section 232 of the 
Revised Statutes; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


MYROM M. LOCKWOOD. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse 
a letter from the Secretary of War, relative to the losses sustained by 
Myrom M. Lockwood, of Deer Lodge, Montana, in the recent Nez 


q | Pereé war; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
except to serve as a monument to show what continued hope will do | 


DEFICIENCY IN PENSIONS CONTINGENT FUND. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


| a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, submitting a copy of a 
| jetter from the Commissioner of Pensions, relative to a deficiency of 


$6,000 for the contingent expenses of that Bureau ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 


LOUISIANA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—ELAM VS. SMITH. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


| testimony in the Louisiana contested-election case of Elam vs. Smith; 


which was referred to the Committee of Elections. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. WILLIAMs, of New ¥ork, by unanimous consent, was granted 


| leave of absence for the remainder of the week, on account of impor- 


tant business. ; 
Mr. Harris, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, was granted in- 
definite leave of absence, on account of serious illness in his family. 
JOHN M’CABE. 
On motion of Mr. MCMAHON, by unanimous consent, leave was 
granted for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the papers 


| in the case of John McCabe, no adverse report having been made. 


INTERNAL-REVENUE OFFICERS. 
Mr. BURCHARD, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint res- 
olution (H. R. No. 105) authorizing the Secretary of the pond 
to pay certain officers of the internal-revenue service the amount du 
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. heir service as such officers previous to taking the oath of office ; | 


t 


«hich was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


CATHARINE BOWERS. 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous consent, introduced 


a bill (H. R. No. 3072) granting a pension to Catharine Bowers, widow | 


of a soldier of the war of 1512; which was Tread a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. : 

And then, on motion of Mr. SAYLER, (at four o’clock and forty- 
five minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated: 


By Mr. BALLOU: Resolutions of the Providence Board of Trade, 


in relation to the remonetization of silver and the inflation element 
in the Bland silver bill—tothe Committee on Banking and Currency. 
Also, memorial and resolution of the Providence Board of Trade, in 


relation to the application of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company for | 


the conveyance of the United States mails from New York and San 
Francisco to various countries in Asia, Central and South America— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 


By Mr. BAYNE: Resolutions adopted at a meeting of citizens of 


the fourth ward, Allegheny, Pennsylvania, denouncing the proposed 
modification of the tariffand urging the imposition of duties on scrap 
iron and old rails—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Christ. Schwab and 72 other workingmen of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, against any reduction of duties which pro- 
tect labor, and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and 
coflee—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of H. B. Smithson—to the Com- 
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BLAIR: The petition of Rev. William E. Orvis, Rev. T. P. 
Stevenson, and Rev. John S. Inskip, representing Christian press of 
Philadelphia, praying for a commission upon alcoholic liquor traffic — 
to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

By Mr. BLAND: Papers relating to the establishment of post routes 
from Lebanon to Mountain Grove by way of Sunnyside and Astoria, 


Missouri; from Mountain Grove to Saint Leger, Missouri; and from | 


Crocker to Linn Creek, Missouri—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 


By Mr. BOONE: The petition of D. Heilman & Sons, relative to a | 


reduction of the tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BOUCK: The petition of citizens of Green Lake, Wiscon- 
sin, that lands be granted to soldiers—to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petitions of O. H. Lockwood and 17 other 
citizens of Wacousta, Michigan; of Hon. C. M. Wood and 60 other 
citizens of Pinckney, Michigan; and of Dexter White and 72 other 
citizens of Northville, Michigan, against reducing the duty on wool— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of manufacturers of tobacco, for 
a reduction of the duty on licorice-paste—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of Reuben Thomas, George 
White, and other citizens of Newman, Illinois, for a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of citizens of Hopewell, Penn- 
sylvania, that no reduction of duties on foreign goods be made by 


the present Congress and that the war tax on tea and coffee shall not | 


be reimposed—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. CLAFLIN: The petitions of the Methodist Episcopal church | 


of Enfield, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, and of the Congrega- 
tional church of East Douglass, Massachusetts, for a commission of 


inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic—to the Committee on | 


the Judiciary. 
By Mr. CONGER: The petition of A. F. Fletcher & Co., Albert 


any general reduction of tariff duties and for the protection of the 
industrial pursuits of the people of the United States—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, 

By Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina: A paper relating to the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from Kittrell to M. E. Parrots, Granville 
Pasa — Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 

ost-Roads. 

By Mr. FIELD: The petition of the South Baptist church of Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alco- 
holic liquor traffic—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of dealers in tobacco in Findlay, | 


; 1 . 
Ohio, for a drawback in case the tax on tobacco is reduced—to the 
Same committee. 


By Mr. FRYE: 
of Norwood 
Athol, Mass 
bardstown, 
chuse 
sachu 
liquo 


» Massachusetts; of the Methodist Episcopal church of 
achusetts; of the Methodist Episcopal church of Hub- 
Massachusetts; of the Baptist church at Athol, Massa- 
tts; and of the Methodist Episcopal church of Coleraine, Mas- 
setts, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
t tratic—to the Committee on the J udiciary. 


| tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly investig 


| change in tariff duties which protect their labor 


The petitions of the First Congregational church | 
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3y Mr. GARDNER: The petitions of Shuler and Benning 
manufacturers at Hamilton, Ohio, and of J. C. Van Deeman ; 
other manufacturers at Washington, Fayette County, Ohio, 


vated—to 


the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HAMILTON: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route from Columbia City to Roanoake, by way of Land and 
Saturn, Indiana—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: The petition of J. C. Godsey, James 
H. Foster, and other citizens of Gurgis Island, Virginia, for a com- 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trattic—to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: The petition of Sabin Trowbridge, post- 


| master at Lee Center, Illinois, for relief from responsibility for post- 


age-stamps stolen by burglars—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HENKLE: The petition of Archibald White, executor, &c., 
for compensation for property taken and used by the United States 
Army—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of citizens of Ludington, Michi- 
gan, against any change in the tariff laws—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: Papers relating to the pension cla 
Henry Hadley—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the petition of Arcalous Wyckoff for an 
extension of a patent—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. KIDDER: Papers relating to the claim of Henry Mehring— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

sy Mr. LAPHAM: Papers relating to the pension claim of George 
Young—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LINDSEY: The petition of James Johnston, for an amend- 
ment of the act granting him a pension—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LORING: The petition of the First Universalist church, of 
Salem, Massachusetts, for a commission of inquiry concernin ) 
alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of J. W. Caldwell, of Webb City, 
Missouri, for relief to the labor producing class—to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of the Highland Congregational 
church, of Boston Highlands, Massachusetts, for a commission of in- 
quiry concerning the liquor traffic—tothe Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NEAL: The petition of workingmen of Ohio, against 


m of 


ye the 


any 
-to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. : 

By Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado: Two petitions from citizens of 
Southwestern Colorado, that Congress take steps for the extinguish- 


| ment of the right of the Ute Indians to their reservations—to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. POLLARD: The petition of Daniel Proctor and others, of 
Proctorsville, Missouri, for the remonetization of silver and 
purposes—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. POWERS: The petition of Henry H. Haskell, for a pension 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. REA: The petition of workingmen of Saint Joseph, Missouri, 
against any reduction of duties which protect their labor, and against 
the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of certain dealers in manufactured tobacco and 
cigars in Saint Joseph, Missouri, that a drawback be allowed all such 
dealers in the event of a reduction of the tax on 
bacco and cigars—to the same committee. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Portland Star Match Company, of 
Portland, Maine, and others, against the repeal of the tax on matches—- 
to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Churchill & Melcher and others, dealers in to- 
bacco in Portland, Maine, for a drawback in case the tax on 
is reduced—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: A paper from the Merchants’ Exchange of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, urging upon Congress the remonetization of silver— 


other 


manufactured to- 


tobacco 


| to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 
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ack & Co.,and 12 other lumbering firmsin Alpena, Michigan, against 


By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of the First 
Congregational church, of South Hadley Falls, Massachusetts, for 
a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor tratlic—to the 


| Committee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of William P. Shinn, 
against any reduction of the present duty on Portland cement—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. SINGLETON: The petition of 2,226 citizens of Mississippi, 
that the cotton tax be refunded—to the same committee. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: The petition of Maria Coulter, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of Elisha Reynolds and 
58 other citizens of Kent County, Michigan, against any reduction of 
the tariff on foreign wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Sneeringer, Taylor & Co. and 14 
other firms of Baltimore, Maryland, that, if the present tariff bill 
should pass reducing the tax on tobacco, they be la draw- 
back—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of the State Temperance Alliance, of Maryland, 
for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic— 
to the same committee. 
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By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of men engaged 
in flax-raising, a 


Oo to the same committee. 


gainst reducing the duties on flaxseed and linsced- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


By Mr. TUCKER: Papersrelating to the claims of Dr. W. 8. Morris | 


and Mrs. Eliza J. White—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. VANCE: Papers relating to the claim of Samuel H. Flem- 
ming, for carrying United States mails—to the Committee of Claims. 


| in the Senate met with a response of the most enthusiast, 


By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware: The petition of 45 workmen, of | 


Wilmington, Delaware, against any alteration of the tariff laws—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petition of John Grimsley 
and other citizens of Oregon, forthe repeal of sections 1775 and 3293 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of the Board of Trade of the City of Portland, 
Oregon, protesting against the passage of the bill making silver coin 


an unlimited legal tender—to the Committee on Banking and Cur- | 


rency. 
By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petition of citizens of Ke- 
nosha, Michigan, for the erection of a lake-coast light and fog-sigual 


station on Racine Point, Lake Michigan—to the Committee on Com- | 


merce, 

Also, the petition of B. F. Goss and 55 others, citizens of Pewaukee, 
Wisconsin, for the repeal of the baukrupt law—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: Papers relating to the claims of 
L. C. Torrey, Mrs. Mary A. Weatherby, H. 8. Saunders, Mrs. Martha 
Newman, and Jacob Clotter—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petition of the Lexington 


Avenue Methodist Episcopal church, New York, for a commission of | 


inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of citizens of Memphis, Tennessee, 
for protection against the changing current of the Mississippi River— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the memorial of the city council of Memphis, Tenressee, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 


IN SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, February 6, 1878. 


Prayer by Rev. Joun P. Newman, D. D., of Washington City. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of J. E. Packer and 8&1 others, 
farmers and wool-growers,of Michigan, remonstrating against any 
reduction in the duties on foreign wool; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of the Methodist Episcopal 
church of Natick, Massachusetts, signed by the pastor, praying the 
appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present the memorial of a large number of per- 
sons residing in Albany, New York, remonstrating against the proposed 
change of duties on corks. If 1 might hope to attract the attention 
of the chairman of the Committee on Finance, I would remark that 
these memorialists show, among other things, that women are en- 
gaged largely in the manufactureof block cork, and that it is proposed 
by a bill promised elsewhere to impose a duty on block cork of 30 per 
cent., which according to these memorialists and according to my 
belief, would be fatal virtually to the manufacture of cork in this 
country—— 

Mr. DAWES. That is on the raw material. 

Mr. CONKLING. Iam speaking of the raw material which manu- 
facture is carried on now upon a margin so narrow that it is very 
difficult to compete with imported cork, and I mean now the wrought 
and not the raw material. I move that the memorial be referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also a memorial signed by working- 
men residing at Green Point, Long Island, New York, workers in 
china-ware, remonstrating against changes in the tariff which they 
point out. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present also several petitions, one from Ellis, 
Knap & Co. and others, of the city of New York; one from Alvah 
Hall & Co. and others, of the city of New York; and one from D. 
W. Odiorne and others, of the city of New York, manufacturers of 
various wares, deprecating rashness in the attempt to revise the 
tariff. Imove their reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of the Lexington avenue 
Methodist Episcopal church of the city of New York, signed by the 


pastor and oflicers, praying the appointment of a commission of in- | 


quiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred to 
the Committee ou Finance. 





| otism of the President and his earnest desire to promote the 
| of the nation, views, with just alarm, the position taken by h 


FEBRUARY 6, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. There was an immense meeting of ¢}, 
zens of Chicago held on the 13th of December last, to express 
opinions on the silver question. Upwards of tive thousand 
were assembled, workingmen, business men, and capitalists, and 
sentiment uttered in favor of the passage of the measure now 


t} 

their 
de 

pene 


hatur 


By some oversight of the ofticers of the meeting, the procees 
were not transmitted for presentation to Congress until the presi aa 
time. The preamble recites at length the grievances under whic th 
people suffer, and is followed by a number of resolutions. 2 

The first resolution adopted declares that the demonetization of th. 
silver coinage was a change in our monetary system so grave and 
radical that it should not have been ventured upon, even under tho 
most favorable circumstances, until after a full discussion of jts 
its before the people. 

The second resolution declares that the measure was accomplished 
not only without discussion before the people, but without thei; 
knowledge even that it was pending before Congress. 

The third resolution says that the passage of the act gave the bond. 
holders an advantage, to the injury of the people, to which they ars 
not entitled under the contract. : 

The fourth, while expressing confidence in the integrity and patri- 


Wellare 
: . ? . lin on 
this question in his late message. 


The fifth, while denying that the holders of bonds have any right, 


| legal or equitable, to demand payment in gold alone, insists that the 
| Government cannot with due regard to the rights of the people waive 
| its option to pay in silver or gold. 








The sixth declares that the proposal to pay the bondholders exely- 
sively in gold, and at the same time to use silver as a legal tender to a 
small amount for other indebtedness, would be partial class legisla- 
tion of the very worst description. 

Finally, this mecting calls upon Congress to repeal the demonetiz 
ing act and to restore the silver dollar to its rightful place in our 
currency. 

Accompanying these resolutions, extracts were sent to me froma 
speech delivered in the Senate January 27, 1869, by Mr. Sherman, and 
also extracts from speeches delivered by Mr. Webster and Mr. Clay 
in the Senate, and reported in volume 1, pages 419, 420,of Benton's 
Thirty Years in the United States Senate. It was desired that I 
should have these extracts read at the Clerk’s desk; but as I under- 
stand it would not be in conformity with the rules of the Senate, I 
do not ask that these papers be read. I move that the memorial bo 
laid upon the table, inasmuch as the measure is before the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, presented the petition of J. S. Armstrong 
and 135 other citizens of La Salle County, Illinois, praying for the 
restoration of the silver dollar toits former standard ot 412} grains, 
with its unlimited coinage and full legal-tender character, and also 
praying for the repeal of the resumption act; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a letter of the Secretary of State, addressed 
to the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, transmitting 
a copy of a translation of a note from the Russian minister in this 
country, and a copy of an authorized translation of a patent which 
the Emperor of Russia has been pleased to confer on Lieutenant F.V, 
Greene, of the Army, who accompanied the Russian army during the 
late campaign as an observer; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of the New York Button Com- 
pany and other manufacturers of Luttons, &c., at New York City, 
employing a large number of workmen; the petition of Harvey & 
Ford, of New York City, employing over four hundred workmen; 
and the petition of J. B. Sheffield & Son, of Saugerties, New York, 
employing one hundred and eighty workmen, praying that Congress 
will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until atter 
it shall have ascertained by official inquiry the condition of the in- 
dustries of the country and that the nature of the proposed lk sisla- 
tion is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best 
promote the restoration of general prosperity ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Finance. a 

He also presented the petition of the Second Street Methodist Epis- 
copal church, of New York City, signed by the pastor and oilicers, 
praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerns 
the alcoholic liquor traflic ; which was referred to the Committee ot 
Finance. . 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of David Lindsay and * 
other workmen employed at the Augustine Paper Mills, in New Caste 
County, Delaware, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties 
on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea anu 
coffee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 1 

Mr. BAILEY presented the petition of Porter, Taylor & Co. and 
others, wholesale dealers in manufactured tobacco, of Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, praying that, if Congress shall at the present session reduce 
the tax on manufactured tobacco, suitable provision be made for the 
payment to them by the Government of a drawback equal to the 
amount which the present stock is injured by the reduction of te 
tax ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. i ond 

Mr. McPHERSON presented the memorial of Fraucis R, Hill auc 
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others, of Jersey City, New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture of | 
o] and steel goods, and the petition of John Ryle and others, of | 
_New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture of silk, remon- 

against a reduction of the duties on imports and against the | 


which were referred 


steel 
Paterson 
atrating > 

reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; 
to the Committee on linance. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I desire also to present a resolution of the | 
Board of Trade of the city of New Brunswick, New Jersey, favoring 
ranting of subsidies for mail service and to aid in the develop- 
sont of commerce and the encouragement of steam communication 
le tween the United States and the South American states. I should 
like to have it read by the Secretary. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from New Jersey asks unan- 
mous consent for the reading of the resolution indicated. The Chair 
hears no objection. 4 

The paper was read, and referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


as follows: 


the } 


Rooms OF THE BOARD OF TRADE OF THE Crry oF 
NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY, 
January 28, 1878. 
Drak Sin: At a meeting of this board held January 16, 1873, the following reso- 
s were unanimously carricd : 
hereas the development of American manufactures during the past decade has 
such that in many branches the production is much greater than the demands 


for home consumption ; and ; s 
Whereas the various South American states offer an extensive and contiguous | 
market for our products which would be immediately available but for the lack of | 


lar and frequent steam communication ; and 

Whereas England, France, and other nations t'nd it profitable to assist by subsi 
dies for mail service numerous lines of steamers between South American ports 

those of their respective countries: Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this board the same principles which govern the 
establishment of mail-routes throughout the States and Territories of the United 
States by which routes are sustained which would otherwise be unremunerative 
d also be recognized in building up and sustaining our foreign commerce; 
to the end that this very important subject receive the attention it deserves: 


and t 


re 


al 
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It is E 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to our Senators and Represent- 
atives from New Jersey.” 
Hon. Joun R. McPurrson, 


United States Senator from New Jersey. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of 49 
workingmen of Donegal, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania ; the memo- 
rial of 200 employés of William Simpson & Sons and the Eddystone 
print-works, of Chester, Pennsylvania; and the memorial of 75 em- 
ployés of the woolen mills at Irvington, Delaware County, Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports and 

ainst the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of Governor Garber, Secre- 
tary Tzschuck, and sundry other citizens of Nebraska, praying that 
one section of public land be donated to the agricultural society of 
Harlan County, Nebraska, to further the interests of that society ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the memorial of A. W. Jerome and 17 
others, working men of Paxton, Illinois, remonstrating against a 
reduction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of 
the war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the memorial of workmen at Cook’s 
Mills, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties 
on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and 
cofiee; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, in favor of the extension of the mail-ronte from 
the town of Stettin to the town of Rib Falls, both in Marathon 
County, Wisconsin, which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Oilices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of the establishment of a mail-roate from Barron, the county 
seat of Barron County, Wisconsin, to the village of Sand Creek, in Dunn 
County, Wisconsin, via Mooney’s Mills, Sylvan Springs, and Sioux 
Creek; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads, 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in 
favor of the extension of a mail route from the town of Berlin in 
Marathon County, Wisconsin, to the town of Hamburgh, in that 
Petite is was referred to the Committee on Vost-Oilices and 

OST-hoads, 

Mr. BRUCE presented the memorial of the Legislature of Missis- 
‘ppl, in favor of the passage of a bill remunerating certain citizens 
ot Mississippi, mill-owners and log-men, for damages sustained by 
them on account of the seizure of certain lumber and logs in the 
lumber district by agents of the United States ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
_ Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Claims, towhom the sub- 
ject was referred, submitted a report accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
be.) for the relief of N. Boyden. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HEREFORD, from the Committee on Claims,to whom was 
relerred the bill (S. No, 235) for the relief of Joseph Kinney, admin- 
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istrator of David Ballentine, of Missouri, reported it without amend- 
ment; and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BRUCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the petition of Mary Emma Baptist and Daisy Baptist, praying to be 
allowed a pension, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by bill 
(S. No. 686) granting a pension to Mary Emma Baptist and Daisy 
Baptist, minor child. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WHYTE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
recommitted the bill (S. No. 18) for the relief of the Albemarle and 
Chesapeake Canal Company, reported it without amendment; and 
submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHYTE. I am instructed by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 18) authorizing 
Lieutenant Theodorus B. M. Mason, of the United States Navy, to 
accept a silver medal from the King of Italy, to report it back, and 
ask to be discharged from its further consideration, and that the 
same be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. It was 
inadvertently sent to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made. 

Mr. SARGENT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 632) for the relief of William H. Cornell, re- 
ported it with an amendment ; and submitted a report thereon, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 429) for the relief of Isabella R. MeGunnigle, widow of Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Wilson McGunnigle, submitted an adverse report 
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was post- 
poned indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 495) for the relief of Thornton A. Jenkins, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill 
was postponed indetinitely. 

Mr. McMILLAN, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred the petition of Mary A. Blackwelder, of Bradford County, 
Florida, praying compensation for cotton taken by the military au- 
thority of the United States under the captured-and-abandoned 
property act, reported adversely thereon and asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration: which was agreed to. 

































BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8S. No. 687) granting a pension to W. IL. Bagley; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. G38) to reduce the cost of mail service on 
the Pacific coast; which was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The bill is very short, and as it is a matter 
which if passed should be acted upon at once, I ask that it be read, 
and then I still desire to say a word upon the subject. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill the second time at length. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Oregon asks for the 
present consideration of the bill just introduced, 

Mr. MITCHELL. No, Mr. President, not that. I simply desire to 
say a word for the purpose of calling the attention of the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads to the character of the bill and the 
importance of speedy action. 

Under the regulations of the Department the time within which 
bids under the recent call for proposals should be filed with the Sec- 
ond Assistant Postmaster-General expired on Saturday last at three 
o'clock p.m. The usual time for a letter to reach the Post-Oflice De- 
partment in this city from the central portions of Oregon and from 
Washington Territory is eleven days. By reason of obstructions in 
the overland route, perhaps bad roads along the stage lines in Oregon 
and Idaho and Wasaington Territories, | am now receiving letters 
written from the 12th to the Isth of January. They have been de- 
tained beyond the usual regular time from seven to ten days. The 
consequence is that most persons bidding on mail routes in Oregon and 
Washington Territory and Idaho Territory have been prevented from 
getting their bids here in proper time; in fact their bids are arriving 

now, and have been since the time closed, and will probably arrive 
during the next four or five days. 

The object of this bill is simply to extend the time ten days, or some 
reasonable period, within which to tile bids in reference to routes in 
the State of Oregon and the Territories named. The preamble recites, 




















and I believe it is the fact, that no proposals for any of these routes 
have yet been opened by the Post-Otlice Department. Of course that 
is a matter that the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads would 
look into. 
but to allow all persons to have a fair show; that is all. 


The object of the bill is not to interfere with any person, 
I move that 
| the bill be referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SAUNDERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 689) to establish a mail route in the State 
of Nebraska; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 
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Mr. SAUNDERS. I should like very much for the Senate to take and doing no other business than receiving deposits to be loaned or invested for +) 
from the table the joint resolution (8S. R. No. 17) supplemental to a | *°* benefit of the ae. making such deposits, without profit a 
the banks, if such bank has paid the lawful tax upon the average 
business or mercantile deposits ; but nothing in this section shall be « 
extend said exemptions to deposits hereafter made 
ago bility of such deposits to taxation. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will continue the call under Mr. BECK. I should like to hear some explanation of that amend 
the rule for bills and joint resolutions, and at the conclusion of morn-| ment. It may be all right, but there has been so mn h lewislation 
ing business the motion of the Senator can be entertained. about savings-banks that I should like to hear this measure exy)» a 

Mr. KERNAN. At the request of the representative of the New Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. 
York Indians, I wish to introduce several bills. bill as introduced by me. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. Mr. BECK. I see no difficulty about the original bill, put tl 
690) to amend an act entitled “An act to authorize the Seneca Nation | amendment I desire to hear something about. rr , so 
of New York Indians to lease lands within the Cattaraugus and Alle- Mr. MORRILL. The amendment simply proposes that certai; 
gany reservations, and to confirm existing leases,” approved February | banks, or for instance I will illustrate by taking a single case iy \, “ 
19, 1875; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- | Hampshire, where a savings-bank had received savings de osite i. 
mittee on Indian Affairs. the amount of a million and a half of dollars and had also don a | 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, | business to the extent of $22,000 in the ordinary commercial col 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 691) to amend an act entitled “An | style; that is to say, they allowed depositors to ‘make deposits oan 
act to provide for the sale of certain New York Indian lands in Kan- | check them out, for which they received no interest, but for b ' h 
sas,” approved February 19, 1373; which was read twice by its title, | they paid a tax under the approval and instructions of the assess: - 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. of the district and under the rulings of two Commissioners of thy In- 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, | ternal Revenue. Subsequently the present Commissioner of Inti rnal 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 692) to provide a settlement with the | Revenue construes very properly the law to be that a bank in o; 
Six Nations of New York Indians for unexecuted treaty stipulations ; | to be entitled to the exemptions of a savings-bank must do only a 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on | savings-bank business. These banks have done a mere trifle of )yjsi- 
Indian Atfairs. ness outside of their regular savings character, and now under the 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to | law the Commissioner of Internal Revenue rules that they must go 
intreduce a bill (8S. No. 693) to authorize the commissioners of the | back three or four years and pay tax on the million and a half of 
District of Columbia to audit certain claims against the District, and | savings deposits, and this tax, it will be seen, must come out of fresh 
for funding the same; which was read twice by its title, and referred | and later depositors in no way interested at that time, the banks 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. having no capital. Besides, the Government has already received 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave | every dollar that they would have received on the deposits had the 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 694) to incorporate the National Security | business been done by national banks; that is, they paid the tax on 
Life Insurance Company of Washington, District of Columbia; which | the deposits over and above the amount that was really savings 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Dis- | deposits. 7 
trict of Columbia. Mr. BECK. Mr. President, the reason I called attention to the sub- 

PAPERS WITMDRAWN AND REFERRED. ject ae ae been a great deal of legislation relative to 
E siceed : savings-banks which had not been wise. While a member of the 

On motion of Mr. MERRIMON, it was ; : Committee of Ways and Means of the other House under the distin- 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of the widows and heirs of Roderick Shel guished Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. DawEs] we had very in- 
ton and others be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee : . . : 
on MMiliters A@biré genious and labored arguments by the representatives of savings- 

On motion of Mr. HEREFORD, it was banks secking exemptions of every sort and upon every pretense. 

Crdieed., That the wanese be the ance a8 Renown Loken, Belewstent Gales ot We passed a law, which is a part of the Revised Statutes, giving them 
Odd. Fellows, No. 25, West Virginia, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, no all the privileges we thought them entitled to. But in 1574 another 
action having been taken thereon law was passed to relieve a single bank presenting peculiar | 


or Compens 
joint resolation ip relation to the international industrial exposition 


to be held in Paris in 1578, which was introduced by me a few days | 


or in aby way to affect the .. 


: u explained, 
I can give an explanation of the original 


2 me a CN A Ge a angry: A in 6a 


der 


hard- 
On motion of Mr. INGALLS, it was ships, which has been construed in such a way as to exempt deposits 
eae Nea Cinlinidie nee Oot elite ies made in all institutions calling thémselves savings-banks when they 
the ps pers filed by him in conne ‘ tion ¥ ith S« nate Dill No. 31, Forty fourth Con- | Were actually used for commercial purposes and protits and were as 
gress, a bill to carry into effect the tenth article of the treaty with the Pottawat- | much the subjects of taxation as the deposits in any other banks. 
omie Indians of February 27, 1867 Mr. MORRILL. Let me say in reply to the Senator from Kentucky 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. that there is but one instance of that kind, and that is a very large 
bank holding an immense amount of deposits of poor people, aud the 
; stockholders merely put in, as I understand, $100,000 for the security 
I’. KING, one ot its clerks, announced that the House had passed the . : . , a oe . : 
’ es ; : , of the depositors, and they were to bear all the risks of the deposits 
ae ion tthe . = eens aes poquested the con- and not receive any compensation unless there was sufficient to re- 
currence oO 1 Henave : : . : sg: , 
; : . munerate the savings depositors in addition to any dividend that 
A bill (HI. R. No. 1008) relating to the Cumberland road in the State . : ? 
. . might be declared on the stock. 
of Ohio, and to authorize the same to become a free road ; Mr. BECK. } ee 
, . ce : : a Pg Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I rose more for the purpose of reading 
A bill (H. R. No, 3072) to authorize a special term of the cireuit and | ¢,. pe } . x - a oe + ee . - is oe al Rev nue 
listrict courts of the United States for the southern district of Mis- | °"" Che sapere of Mr. Pratt while Commissioner of Internal Kevenuc 
si ippi, to be held ut a nnehet = Jackson County: iad ams” | in 1875~76 a statement of the evils that had grown out of this sort 
BISSIP PI, U4 ” eld ¢ ecri ( J UCKAE ‘ , ane et aladt ak e 2 at - ; ay 
A ‘oint resolution (H. R. No 90) declaring that a reduction of the of legislation than to make an en at. I will read from it, and 
a Rees i - , not reply to the Senator from Vermont, as I do not want to engage 
in the argument of this question. After stating the large amount 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. that was received from national banks and the large amount that 
The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had was received from banks and bankers not national, collected under 
signed the following enrolled billand joint resolution; and they were internal-revenue laws, the Commissioner proceeds to Say: 
thereupon signed by the Vice-President : - I have been thus particular in calling your attention to the laws regu 
A bill (H. R No. 2479) for the removal of obstructions from the taxes upon national banks, and upon banks not national, and bankers, for th: 


; . . o ; pose of presenting forcibly the exemptions on deposits in savings-banks. It is 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for the preserva- | provided that the deposits in associations or companies known as provident insti 
tion of the public property ; and tutions, savings-banks, savings-funds, or qretageneenees, paving no capes 
7 int resolatio . BR. No. 85) extending the thanks of Congress | Steck and doing no other business than receiving deposits to be loaned or invests 
t a M "St =— R ; rp ling the thanks of C Ero for the sole benefit of the parties depositing, without profit or compensation to the 
U e DL. OLE *y. 


INSOLVENT SAVINGS-BANKS. they have invested in securities of the Uuited States, and on all deposits not ex- 
rr : ceeding $2,000, made in the name of any one person. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I should like very much to test the sense 


' Congress, by act of 18th of June, 1874— 
of the Senate upon the bill (8. No. 265) to remit taxes on insolvent The act I complain of setting aside the provisions of the Revised 
savings-banks, which was reported from the Finance Committee some 


time ago and was called up by me last week. A te 

een me edup by me on week. . n amendax ut Was | oxtended this creanption from taxation to deposits in such institutions as were 
; Senator from New Hampshire, [ Mr. ROLLINS, } which | then existing, doing business only as savings-banks, and recognized as such by the 
was referred to the Finance Committee and has been reported by | laws of their respective States or by Congress. Theexemption from taxation was to 
them. 1 move that the bill be taken up. be the same as with deposits in ae heving - — = gh in 
The as agree * ¢ Se ; ; fact, they had a capital stock or bond for the additional security of their depositors. 
W te Agente ae yl ed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the In fact, the law iene a dividend of 8 per cent. on the stock in providing t at 
’ onsideration of the bill (S. No. 265) to remit | the excess of profits above this dividend should be divided among the depositors 

taxes on insolvent savings-banks. . and besides provided that interest at the rate of not less than 4} per cent. be pa 
The amendment reported from the Committee on Finance was to = onnmn to the depecionss, - _ “ae good, if necessary, from the capital stock 

‘tas an: : . . . ° This is the present condition of the law. is 

insert as an additional section the following : The inte sneb-tere nue act of June 30, 1864, exempted savings-banks from all taxa 

That in making farther collections of internal-revenue taxes on bank | tion where they had no capital stock and contiagl their business to receiving 40 
deposits no savings-bank, recognized as such by the laws of its State and having | loaning deposits for the benefit of depositors only, doing no other business of bank: 

no capital stock, shall, on account of mercantile or business deposits heretofore re- | ing. “ing 
ceived, upon which no interest has been allowed to the parties making such depos- The act of March 3, 1865, struck out this exemption, and, of course, left sa‘ inge- 
its, be denied the exemptions allowed to savings-bauks baving no capital stock ' banks liable to taxation upon their deposits. But Congress, on the 13th af Jus, 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. THropoRE 


tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient. 
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association or eogny. shall be exempt from tax on so much of their deposits as 
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ving the subject under consideration, subjected to taxation all depos 
t institutions, savings-banks, and savings-institutions where th« 
any one person amounted to $500 or upward. 
v law, a8 seen, the deposits made by any one person are not liable 
they exceed $2,000, and this exemption, instead of being confined to 
having no capital stock and doing no banking business, is now, by 
lation, extended to classes of institutions bearing kindred names hav 
| stock and making dividends. 
this legislation are seen in the appended table, which exhibits the 
sits held by banks and bankers other than national in May, 1875, 
ite average amount of the same during the six months previous, in 
States and Territories, taxable under the internal-revenue laws, and 
tage of the taxable amounts reported for said six months as compared 
ti amounts held during May last. 
observed from the footings of this table— 


erage amount of capital held by these banks and bankers 
1) in May, 1875, was . 8200, 316, 098 
ive amount of their deposits in the same month was.. 1, 346, 014, 813 
f capital and deposits in the same month was 1, 546, 330, 911 
ymount of the taxable capital and deposits of these banks 
wkers during said six months was only 


of 
ep 


780, 494, 076 


more than three-fourths of a million of dollars, while the amount of 
11 capital and deposits of these same institutions was, in round numbers, 
» be apparent from the table how my poe | this taxation is distributed 
«States. Thus, upon a given amount of capital and deposits, the tax on 
1.as compared with Massachusetts, is as 10 to 1; on Michigan, as com- 
the same State, as 16 to 1; on Virginia, as compared with Vermont, as 
city of New York, possessing taxable capital and deposits $50,000,000 
: inc, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut com- 
nays a tax three times as great as those States, while these same States, 
: capital and deposits three times as great as California, pay about one-half 
tax thereon that is paid by California. 

t these figures for your consideration and for such use as you deem 

nako in your report to Congress— 


Ml 


This is the report of the Commissioner to the Secretary of the 
wury— 

s single remark, that, if deposits in these so-called savings-institutions 

ight a proper subject forexemption from taxation where they are employed 

protitable results, it wero better to return to the rule adopted by Con 

in66, when deposits made by any one person in excess of $500 were sub- 


ed to taxation. 


That report of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue shows upon 
its face that he regarded the making exemptions of that class of 
ings-banks as wrong. The depositors in sixteen States of this 
nion—I will not take time to go over them now—my own among 
them, have been paying taxes on every dollar deposited, while in a 
certain set of States, those named by the Commissioner more espe- 
ally, they haveebeen paying only upon a small fraction of their 
Therefore I desired to call the attention of the Senate to 
s report of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and to the great 
equality and injustice that he shows so satisfactorily grows out of 
t, and to ask if it would not be well to pass the bill of the Senator 
m Illinois pure and simple, because I see nothing wrong iu that, 
it provides simply for a clear case of insolvency, and allow the 
general subject of the taxation of national banks and the deposits of 
national banks and of savings-banks to await general action which 
will come up in the Committees on Finance of both the House and 
Senate when it can be more carefully considered. 

I thought there was enough in this report of Mr. Pratt to make it 
proper to call the attention of the Senate to it, and I hope that no 
bill will be passed going beyond the simple proposition first intro- 
duced until further consideration can be had. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to say in relation to the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire and agreed to 
by the Committee on Finance, that it is simply a question of equity. 
The Department ruled under two Commissioners that these banks 
liad already paid all the taxes they ought to pay. They had that in- 
formation. This present bill does not propose anything more than to 
relieve this million and a half of purely savings deposits for some 
years past from the taxes that would be imposed under the rulings 
of the present Commissioner which it will be seen by every Senator 
would be grossly inequitable as it would tax a million and a half for 
having received $28,000 of other deposits, upon which all the tax has 
ulrealy been paid, and the tax now claimed is to come out of a new 
aud different class of depositors. The equity of the case was so strong 
that the Committee on Sinanee agreed to grant the relief asked, with 
this provision that it was not to operate hereafter to allow them to 
coutinue that kind of business, but merely to cover the past. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Mr. President, am I to understand the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance tosay that this amendment touches 
but a single bank ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Two or three banks. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. What will be the aggregate amount of taxation 
released to them if the bill passes as proposed to be amended ? 

Mr. KOLLINS. Only a very few thousand dollars. 

Mr. MORRILL, It is but @ small amount. I do not know how 
much the sum is precisely, but it would amount perhaps to five or 
SIX thousand dollars which would come out of these later depositors. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I have some very decided opinions in relation 
to this matter of the taxation of savings-banks, and when this 
amendment was first offered I supposed it reached to the future as 
Well as the past ; but I find it does not. It only proposes to release 
certain banks from taxes which are found to be due from them and 


uupaid which they supposed they were not to be called on to pay. 
Mr. ROLLINS. * That is all. . - 


Ti ——50 


posits. 


-_ _- 

iSo 
Mr. KIRKWOOD. If the amount is so small as is suggested by the 

chairman of the Committee on Finance, I have vothing to say about 

it. I supposed it covered a much larger amount of money than that. 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh, no. ; 

Mr. ROLLINS. It merely corrects an error. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I wish to interpose an objection here 

to the passage of this amendment, not because it involves a trivial 

amount of money, but because it is wrong 


in principle. 1 do not 
care to defend the principles on which deposits in banks of any kind 


are taxed. My view of what should be the law in that respect is 
perhaps best expressed by the bill introduced by me the other day to 
tax the deposits in all banks. But I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that this exemption from taxation of deposits in 
savings-banks is a very unwise and unjust discrimination against 
capital in other portions of the country; that is to say in portions of 
the country where no savings-banks, so called, exist. 

Mr. ROLLINS, Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him for a 
moment ? 

Mr. PLUMB. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I desire to call the attention of the Senator from 
Kansas to this feature of the amendment, that it does not propose to 
exempt the banks from taxation hereafter. It is merely to correct 
an error. The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has reversed his 
decision and now rules that all deposits in savings-banks should pay 
tax, having heretofore ruled that only the special deposits should 
pay the tax the same as though they were in national banks. This 
merely covers the past, has no application whatever to the future, 
and can do no wrong. The Government has collected every dollar 
that it taxed. 

Mr. PLUMB. That does not go tothe principle. The principle is 
just the same whether it is a tax on a million and a halt or on one 
hundred and fifty millions. The principle is wrong. It is an invid- 
ious distinction which has existed for a number of years against the 
capital of certain sections of the country and upon the theory that 
the capital thus favored was not engaged in commercial business, 
which is simply a distinction without a difference. The money de- 
posited in these savings-banks is used just as much for commercial 
purposes as the deposits of national banks or of other banks or bank- 
ers In any other portion of the country. The mere fact that a bank 
does not issue bills of exchange and does not hold its deposits sub 
ject to check, is in no sense an alteration of the character of its busi- 
ness. It is what it does with its money that atfects the character of 
its business. It lends money for commercial purposes; and the com- 
mercial and manufacturing interests of some sections of the country 
are fed and fructified to-day by these deposits while the interests of 
certain other sections of the country are actually oppressed by the 
taxation put on money used for the same purposes in those sections. 
The gentlemen seek simply to relieve these banks from something 
which the strict construction of the law now imposes on them, and 
I say that construction ought not now to be relieved against 

Mr. ROLLINS. I simply suggest that the bank was allowed to do 
this busivess owing to the decision of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. 

Mr. PLUMB. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Now we seek to relieve the bank from the wrong 
which has been done to it, and the Commissioner recommends that 
this amendment be adopted. 

Mr. PLUMB. The Commissioner of Internal Revenue may hold 
two opinions on this point. Certainly he held a different one to me 
verbally. 

I desire to say further that if the Government is going to rectify 
all the errors it has made, I propose that it shall reetify the error by 
which patents have been issued to a thousand people of my State and 
subsequent ruling of the Department has taken those patent titles 
away from them and turned them adrift. There is no question of 
error about this so far as that part of it is concerned, ur less Congress 
is going into the business of relieving against all errors of the execu- 
tive branch of the Government, of every member of it. That would 
be a business which I imagine Congress would draw back from. 

I desire to call the attention of the Senate to just exactly how this 
rule works, which is upon the statute-book and which is observed in 
reference to the taxation of deposits in banking institutions in this 
country. I have before me the Report of the Commissioner of Inter 
nal Revenue for 1277, and I tind that there are of deposits in the 
banks in the United States, exempted from taxation, in the bauks 
called savings-banks, $773,369,300. I find that in the State of Massa- 
chusetts the deposits with banks and bankers other than national 
banks are $238,877,000, and of that amount only about twelve millions 
are taxed, showing an exemption in that State alone of $226,63%,000. 
No wonder money is cheap in that section of the country. Of this 
$773,369,300 $620,000,681 is in the States of New York, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Maine, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New Jersey, 
while in the States of Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Geor 
gia, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Mississippi, Michigan, Ne- 
braska, Nevada, North Carolina, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, West Virginia, and Wisconsin every single dollar of deposits 
is taxed. In the State of Pennsylvania, out of $91,000,000 of that 
character of deposits, eighty millions are taxed. Inthe State of Ohio, 
out of $33,000,000, thirty millions are taxed. In the State of Lli- 
nois only two or three millions are exempted, and by reason of the 
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failures which we are now seeking to ameliorate the effects of to 
these people in Chicago there will not be a single dollar taxed. 
the State of Missouri there is about $100,000, The efiect of it is that, 
with the exception of the States that I have named within which the 
exemption exists, less than $50,000,000 applies to the remaining States 
of the Union. 

Mr. President, there is no more reason why the capital that goes 
into manufacturing in Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York 
should be exempt from taxation than the capital that goes into the 
beef and into the pork and into the corn of Missouri, Kansas, Indiana, 
Illinois, and Iowa, Some years ago I was in the town of Middletown, 
that has one of the oldest banks in New England, the Middletown 
Savings-Bank, carrying deposits amounting to $6,000,000, The treas- 
urer ot that institution, now dead, told me that over a million dollars 
of that was loaned to manufacturing establishments in the town of 
New Britain. The manufacturing interest of this country and the 
mereantile interest congregated on the sea-board carry the bulk of 
this capital without any tax, while the western portion of the coun- 
try, that is obliged to borrow its money, not only borrows that money 
at high rates of interest but pays a tax on it after it gets it. More 
than ali that, this is paid on what iscalled a commercial deposit, when 
by reason of that fact it ought to exempt more than the savings-de- 
posit; and why? Because it pays taxes two or three and sometimes 
four times over. For instance, a bank in Kansas or Missouri carrying 
a current deposit of over $100,000 is required by law and also as the 
dictate of a sound business policy to keep a certain portion of that in 
the banks of Saint Louis, Chicago, and New York, as a part of its re- 
serves, as part of the capital that it keeps for an emergency to draw 
against bills of exchange. It is taxed in the bank in Kansas or Mis- 
souri; it is taxed in the redemption agency at Saint Louis, and at 
Chicago, and at New York; so that it is subject really to two, three, 
and sometimes even four taxations, while this capital, which as I said 
is engaged in commercial business as purely and solely as that, is not 
taxed at all. It makes a difference of 1 or 2 per cent. in amount. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has exp.red and the 
bill goes over as untinished business 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I should hope that the Senate would dis- 
pose of the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope we may have a vote this morning. 
can get it in five minutes. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Hlinois. 
who is entitled to the floor on the order of the day, to allow this 
subject to be disposed of now. It will certainly not take over tive or 

ten minutes, 

Mr. THURMAN. I will yield if it does not lead to further debate. 

Mr. CONKLING. I venture to appeal to the Senator from Olio to 
hear me for a moment. 
which is matter of considerable interest to the Senator from Illinois, 
he has been waiting an opportunity for some time to call up. I am 
satistied that a few moments’ consideration will dispose of it; and 
therefore I hope the honorable Senator from Ohio will allow it to 
continue informally. If it runs for any length, he can at any moment 
resume the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. If it runs over fifteen minutes I will give 
way. If it gives rise to any lengthy debate I will yield. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator from Ohio will give way, in case 
the bill shall cause any further debate, I will demand the regular 
order myself. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
hour. 

Mr. CONKLING. If it takes any considerable time, I will demand 
the regular order myself. 

Mr. THURMAN. I might just as well at once say that there is no 
use in going on with it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 

BILL RECOMMITTED. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the joint resolution (H. R. No. 55) to 
authorize Medical Inspector Thomas J. Turner, United States Navy, 
to accept a diploma of the Order of Kamehameha from the King of 


the Hawaiian Islands be recommitted to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


The motion was agreed to. 


We 


I hear Senators about me say it will take an 


Very well; let it go over until to-morrow. 
The bill goes over until to-morrow. 


HNOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1008) relating to the Cumberland road, in the 
State of Ohio, and to authorize the same to become a free road, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

The bill (LL. R. No. 3072) to authorize a special term of the circuit 
and district courts of the United States for the southern district of 
Mississippi, to be held at Scranton, in Jackson County, was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 90) declaring that a reduction of 
the tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance, 

MILITIA OF 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
lating to the militia of the States. 


THE STATES. 
There is on the Calendar a bill re- 
I have here a communication from 


I will appeal to the Senator from Ohio, | 


This bill which is under consideration and | 


In | 





the Chief of Ordnance on that sul 
and Jaid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ject, and I move that it be pri 


ed 
i 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the cons 
tion of the bill (H.R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinave «4 | 
standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender characte I Sti 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I shall employ no rhetoric to-do. 
I shal] appeal to no passion, to no prejudice. I shallattack noma. 
class of men. I shall assail no one’s motives, nor waste the time. 
Senate in vindicating my own. I shall endeavor to speak practical 
upon a practical subject and answer, as best I can. the pre ei 
objections that have been made to this bill and state some of +) 
reasons why I give it my support. I shall speak plainly. 1 sha!) je 
as plain, and I fear as dull, as a pike-staff; for I have no ambit\: as 
make what is called a great speech. I want to get down to the bys 
ness aspects of this bill, to consider it fairly and justly, and to « . 
sider the objections to it in the same spirit; and when I shal] | 
stated the convictions at which I have arrived, after long and | t| 
careful study, my task will be completed. And I promise the s 
that I will not weary its patience, ior I shall speak brictly. 

Mr. President, silver and gold have been the metallic money of the 
world for thousands of years. They are also the money of our Coy 
stitution. They were the metallic money of the colonies and after 
ward ofthe United States from the Declaration of Independence ti] 
silver was demovetized, by mistake and without the knowledve of the 
people or Congress, by the enactment of the Revised Statutes 
i+74. Both metals are suited to perform the function of mons 
and silver does perform that function among a large majority of the 
human race, Silver is especially suited for small transactions, and 
may therefore be properly called the money of people in humbk 
circumstances. 

It follows from these premises that the burden of proof rests on 
those who insist that silver should be demonetized. I therefore pro 
ceed to consider the prominent points that have been made by ¢ 
demonetizers and to answer them as well as I am able to do: 

1. In the first place, it is said that to rehabilitate the dollar of 412: 
grains would defraud the public creditor. But, Mr. President, this 
cannot be true, for the contract is to pay in either gold or silver of 
the standard value of the United States on July 14, 1570, when th 


an or 


Ime Of the 


ave 
DK 


hal 


| silver dollar of 4124 grains was full legal tender, with the right of 


unlimited coinage, and it is simply impossible that a party perion 
ing his contract (entered into by both parties to it with full know! 


| edge of its terms and effect) can thereby be guilty of fraud or dis- 


honor. In the second place, I reply that both Houses of Congress 


have, by overwhelming majorities, decided that no such fraud would 


| be perpetrated by paying the public creditors in silver dollars of 4124 
|} grains, and I therefore feel authorized to assume that for all the y 


poses of this debate that question has been definitely settled. Int 
third place, if remonetizing silver will bring it toa par with gold Un 
public creditor cannot lose. Whether it will have that effect I will 
consider further along. 

II. It is said that to coin the silver dollar of 412} grains and make 
it full legal tender would defraud individual creditors who have loaned 
money or sold property to other individuals since silver was demone- 
tized; that is, since June 22, 1474. 

1. Mr. President, this is a great mistake. Every creditor of the fore- 
going description is compellable by law to receive greenbacks in pay- 
ment unless his contract expressly provides for payment in metalli 
money, and these exceptional cases are not affected by the bill under 
consideration. Now, no one, I think, doubts that if the coinage of the 
dollar of 412} grains be restored and it be made full legal tender its 
value will be at least equal to that of the greenback. Hence no 
sible injury to the individual creditor such as that above supposed 
can occur. He is compellable now to receive payment in greenbacks 
and he cannot lose by receiving payment in silver dollars equal i 
value to greenbacks. 

2. If,as has been asserted, the average duration of individual debts 
in the United States is about two years—I think it is less—thien it Is 
easy to see that the passage of this bill cannot injure uny considerable 
number of creditors, if indeed it should injure any; for it Is certain 
that in the next two years not over fifty millions of silver dollars could 
be coined and neorly every such dollar would be absorbed by the 
payment of customs duties and would be used for nothing else. 

Il]. It is argued that if this bill pass silver will be a less valuable 
currency than gold and will expel gold from the country, in accord- 
ance with what is called Gresham’s law, namely, that the less val 


pos- 


ill- 
able currency drives out the more valuable. And hence several amend- 
ments have been offered to increase the number of grains in the sily er 
dollar so as to make it an equivalent, as it is said, of the gold dollar. 
1. This objection to the bill rests upon the assumption that the sil- 
ver dollar of 412} grains, if made full legal tender, will be of less 
value than the gold dollar. : : 
But is this assumption trae? The relative value of silver and gold, 
if the silver dollar of 412} grains be coined and the gold dollar re- 
main at 25.8 grains, will be 15.98 parts of standard silver for 1 part of 
standard gold. But in France and the other states of the Latin union 
the relative value is 15} of silver to 1 of gold. So that as compar d 
with those states we undervalue silver; and yet the silver five-tranc 
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ece is equal in value to the gold five-franc piece, and there is more 
Jd in France than in England and Germany together, though Eng- 
ee dl has long since demouetized silver except as a subsidiary coin, 
and Germany has decreed its demonetization, though she has not 
fully exe uted her decree. : ; ; 

| know thatit is said that the reason why silver coins and gold coins 
are at par in France and the other states of the Latin union is be- 
cause they have ceased to coin silver, But they have a stock of sil- 
ver coins that we cannot for years acquire ; that is, it will take years 
for us to acquire an amount equal to theirs, and if they can now main- 
tain a par between silver and gold, at the ratio of 154 to 1, why 
cannot we maintain such a par at the ratio of 15.98 to 1? Noth- 
ing is more certain than that the depreciation in the market value of 
silver bullion is the result of the demonetization of silver by Ger- 
many and the United States and the efforts being made to demon- 
etize it in the Latin union states. 

Remonetize it in the United States and it seems to me that the 
probable effect will be to put a stop to its demonetization elsewhere, 
even if it does not bring about the readoption of the bimetallic stand- 
ard in those countries that have adopted, improvidently as I think, the 
single gold standard. It is not correct reasoning to treat silver sim- 
ply as a marketable commodity, simply as bullion. Such reasoning 
loses sight of the value that results from the function of nroney and 
the full legal-tender quality. If the greenback, which has no intrinsic 
value, no cireulation outside of the United States, and is but a lim- 
ited legal tender even here, is yet within less than 2 per cent. of par 
with gold, why should not silver money, which has intrinsic value 
and which circulates over the greater part of the globe, if endowed 
with the full legal-tender faculty, rise to a par with gold, especially 
if we rate the metals at 15.93 to 1, while most other nations using 
both give but 154 for 1? 

One reason why greenbacks have been and are depreciated is the 
fact that they have not been receivable in payment of customs duties 
or of interest on the public debt. But make the silver dollar of 4124 
grains full legal tender and it will be receivable for both these pur- 
poses, and it must closely approximate, if it does not reach, a par 
with gold. I believe that it will reach that par. 

But suppose it does not, and suppose Gresham’s law to have its 
effect, to what extent would gold be expelled from the country by 
silver? Manifestly only so far as silver supplanted it. Three hun- 
dred millions in gold could not be driven out by an issue of fifty 
millions of silver—the utmost effect could only be to expel fifty 
millions of gold whose place would be taken by silver—and the 
volume of metallic money would remain the same. But would the 
iifty millions of gold be expelled? Not unless three hundred millions 
was all the metallic money tbat the country needed. If it needs 
three hundred and fifty millions, (and it needs more than that to 
safely and certainly maintain specie payments, ) the gradual addition 
of fifty millions of silver to three hundred millions of gold would not 
drive gold out. But in truth we have not the half of three hundred 
millions of gold, and when we consider how slow will be the process 
of coining silver dollars we will find that we are in no immediate 
danger of losing our gold. 

If gold be expelled it will not be so much by a silver currency as 
by our small notes. The one and two dollar notes tend to expel both 
gold and silver, while the five and ten dollar notes drive gold out of 
circulation. Gold circulates largely in England and France, but the 
Bank of England issues no note of a less denomination than £5 ($25) 
and the Bank of France now pays out no note of a less denomination 
than 100 franes (nearly $20.) Those who argue against this bill be- 
cause they want a gold currency—not a mere standard of value, but 
an actual, free, and customary circulation of gold coins—lose sight of 
the fact that we never have had and never can have such a circula- 
tion while we continue to use small notes of either the banks or the 
Government. 

Metallic money is said to have two faculties, namely, that it is a 
standard of value and an instrument of exchange. I shall not go into 
the much-disputed question of its merits and demerits as a standard 
of value, or whether it is possible to establish any such standard that 
will be invariable; but it is obvious that to serve as an instrument 
for the exchange of property or services it must circulate. Bat it 
will not circulate, except as subsidiary coins, in any country that 
uses small paper money. Whether the people of the United States 
will ever give up the use of small notes I do not venture to predict ; 
bat, if they will not, they must agree that, with us, metallic money 
shall be shorn of one of its functions, that of a circulating medium. 

The important bearing of this fact upon the bill before us and upon 
the question of resuming and maintaining specie payments I shall 
presently endeavor to explain. 

1V. In direct opposition to those who say that the dollar of 412} 
grains if coined and made full legal tender will expel gold from the 
country another set of reasoners say that it is silver that will go out. 
Their reasoning is, that money flows to that country where its pur- 
chasing power is the greatest, and that as silver is undervalued in 
the dollar of 4123 grains as compared with its valuation in the states 
of the Latin union it will leave our country and flow into those 
States. And so it undoubtedly would tend to do were those states 
to open their mints to an unlimited coinage of silver five-frane pieces. 
But willthey doso? I think not. I think they will neither do that 
nor will they demonetize silver. I think that France, for instance, 
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dare not demonetize silver. But I expect that she will coin it to but 
a limited amount so as to preserve its par with gold. And if that 
shall continue to be her policy we will be in little danger of losing 
our silver. 

V. Another objection to the bill—the opposite of that last consid- 
ered—is that if it become a law we will be tlooded with silver; that 
Germany will pour her surplus silver upon us and our mines will 
produce so much that we will have more than we know what to do 
with. 

I havenofearsfrom Germany. It issaid thatshe haseighty millions 
to spare. Suppose it were all poured into the United States, I think 
that we could absorb it without injury. But will it be? Certainly 
not, as it seems to me. I do not believe that Germany can spare 
eighty millions of her silver. But if she could, the greater part of it 
would be much more likely to go to Asia and to Russia, Austria, and 
Spain, to say nothing of the Latin states, than to come to us who 
undervalue silver as compared with the rest of the world. 

Nor do I think that we have anything to fear from an excessive 
product of our mines. I have not been considered an intlationist, 
but I know of no valid reason against enlarging our specie basis, and 
if we are to have and maintain specie payments it must be enlarged. 

VI. Another objection to the bill is the well-known argument against 
bimetalism. It is said that bimetalism is incompatible with an un- 
varying standard of value; that to have such a standard we must 
use but one metal; and that, for several reasons, gold is preferable 
to silver. And the most gloomy pictures have been drawn of the ruin 
that will befall our country if we return to bimetalism. 

I shall not, Mr. President, go into an extended discussion of the bi- 
metallic and monometallic theories, about which so much has been 
said and written and upon which such opposite opinions are enter- 
tained. I prefer to rest upon a few facts that cannot be disputed 
and which seem to me to be a sufficient answer to the objection. 

I premise, however, that it is by no means certain that the stand- 
ard of value is less variable in monometallic than it is in bimetallic 
countrics. An absolutely unvarying standard of value is an impos- 
sibility; and the thinkers who have endeavored to discover such a 
standard have never been able to find it in any one thing. Neither 
gold or silver, nor any annual product of the earth or of human in- 
dustry, nor the wages of labor, (once insisted upon as the best stand- 
ard,) have been found to solve the problem. And hence it has been 
argued, with no little zeal, that the average price, or the average 
cost of production, of a number of commodities, some say as many as 
twenty, must be taken to find astandard of value even approximatively 
correct. 

I merely glance at these speculations of ingenious men and rely 
upon the judgment and experience of mankind, who for thousands 
of years have considered and found gold and silver to furnish the 
nearest possible approach to an unvarying standard, and the safest 
though not the most convenient instrument of exchange. I am con- 
tent to rest upon this experience, which has been full, ample, endar- 
ing, until something better shall be discovered, should that event 
ever take place. But now, in answer to the gloomy forebodings we 
have heard, the predictions of ruin should this bill become a law, I 
wish to appeal for a moment to the teachings of history. 

Mr. President, has there ever been, so far as we know, a more 
prosperous country than were the United States from 1789 to 186117 
Did any nation ever exceed the progress we made in population, 
wealth, education, refinement, and the general well-being of the 
people, in those seventy-two years? And yet during all that period 
we had bimetalism; for we gave no preference to gold over silver, 
or to silver over gold. Those metals fluctuated then as they have 
done since, and probably ever will do, but no American statesman 
of that period thought of demonetizing either. Great Britain had 
set the example of demonetizing silver as early as 1816, and adopted 
the single gold standard, but neither the American people nor the 
American Congress thought of following that example. 

And now, Mr. President, let us turn to Europe for a moment, and 
what do we hear? The wuilings of thousands of laboring men, 
women, and children thrown out of employment; the cries of anguish 
of thousands of other men who but a year ago were rich but now are 
bankrupts; in a word, the same notes of sorrow that so afflict our 
ears in our own distressed land. But from what countries do they 
mainly come? From two, sir—from two—from gold, monometallic 
England and gold, monometallic Germany ; while bimetallic France, 
the land of silver as well as gold, enjoys a prosperity hardly exceeded 
by that of any people on the earth. 

Among the gloomy predictions that have been uttered in this de- 
bate is the assertion that if this bill pass our foreign commerce will 
be disjointed and the national credit be destroyed. 

Our foreign commerce disjointed! Why, sir, have we not carried 
on the business of this country for the last sixteen years upon an 
inconvertible paper currency, and has our foreign commerce been 
destroyed or disjointed? Do we not import all we need? Do we not 
export more than we ever before exported? Is not the balance of 
trade in our favor? And if all this be true with a home currency of 
inconvertible paper money how can any man who has the faculty 
of thought seriously believe that our condition would be worse with 
an ample basis of metallic money to support our paper issues ? 

The national credit destroyed! How destroyed ? 


By complying 
to the letter with our national obligations 


; by paying precisely as 
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we promised to pay? Sir, when silver was demonetized it was worth 


more than gold. We seemed to have elected to pay our obligations 
in the cheaper metal. Did that destroy the national credit? 

England, in 1816, adopted the single gold standard when gold was 
cheaper than silver. Did that destroy her credit, did that humiliate 
and degrade her in the eyes of the civilized world? 

No, Mr. President, the United States need no such prop as the 
single gold standard to support their credit. The resources of this 
country are too great and too well known, her fidelity to her obliga- 
tious has been too well proved, for her credit to suffer by her return 
to her ancient, constitutional, and w ee policy. And, for one, 
I long for the day, which I am too old ever to see, but which will 
come, When our obligations, national, State, municipal, and corporate, 
will be held at home and not abroad; when there will be no annual 
drain of the resources of America to impoverish our people and en- 
rich foreign nations. 

“Our bonds will be returned from Europe if we pass this bill,” cries 
an alarmist. No, sir, they will not be returned ; or if they be to some 
small extent, or even in great amonnts, they will soon be recalled. 
The telegraph says this morning that $6,000,000 are on their way 
from England. They will be getting back there very soon, whether 
this bill pass or not; for were every one of them payable in silver 
coin, and were the depreciation of silver to continue, the interest 
npon them would be greater than any equally safe European public 
stock affords. But, again, they will not be returned unless they can 
find purchasers in the United States. Suppose they do find such pur- 

shasers, will not every one of you, Senators, congratulate yourself 
that our public debt is held at home? Will not every one of you re- 
member that a principal reason why England can endure her immense 
indebtedness, why France can live under hers, is that English debts 
are held by Englishmen and French debts by Frenchmen? And will 
you not hail the day when American debts shall be held by Ameri- 
cans and by Americans alone? 
REASONS IN BUPTORT OF THE BILL. 

I have thus, Mr. President, endeavored to answer the principal 
objections that have been made to this bill. In doiug so, I have 
necessarily indicated some of the reasons that induce me to give it 
my support. I wish to enlarge a little upon some of those reasons 
and to briefly state one or two more. Then my task will be done. 

1. Mr. President, the people of the United States have been so long 
accustomed to & paper currency and it has been found so convenient 
that it is not reasonable to suppose they will ever discard it. Indeed 
it is not probable that, for many years to come, they will even con- 
sent to the disuse of small notes. Ourcurrency then will continue to 
be almost wholly paper money, and the problem to be solved is upon 
what basis shall it rest. Shall it consist of Government issues rest- 
ing upon the public credit alone or shall it rest upon a specie basis 
and be convertible into coin at the will of the holders? All those 
who oppose this bill are in favor of the specie basis, and it is to them 
that I address myself when I express the opinion that we cannot 
maintain a paper currency convertible at all times into coin, unless 
we employ silver as well as gold for its base. 

We all know how often suspensions of specie payments have 
occurred even when both silver and gold were legal tender, and 
how can we doubt that they would be moro frequent and of longer 
duration should we have gold alone? There is more silver coin than 
gold coin in the world and yet in many countries specic payments 
are not maintained. How much more diflicult would it be to resume 
and maintain such payments should the use of silver legal-tender 
money be discontinued? As long as both gold and silver are used, 
we will have the whole stock of both metals throughout the world 
to draw upon. Continue the demonetization of silver and we will 
have less than half that stock to resort to. 

Mr. President, I may be greatly in error, but it does seem plain to 
me that, if we refuse to make silver, equally with gold, a full legal 
tender, the idea of a specie-payiug paper currency in the United 
States will ere long be abandoned. Under our old State-bank sya- 
tem specie payments were too often a delusion. Make nothing but 
gold legal tender, as the most of the oppouents of this bill contend, and 
they will be more of a delusion than ever. And it will not take 
much time for the people to discover it and to come to the conclusion 
that a promise that is made only to be broken, and with great loss 
and talnciag to them, ought not to be made at all. 

I do therefore most carnestly maintain that every opponent of an 
irredeemable currency, every friend of a specie currency or a specie 
basis, ought to insist upon the full and complete remonetization of 
silver. In no other way, as it seems to me, can specie payments be 
maintained, and I must freely confess that this will not be enough to 
prevent suspensions from time to time. Whether our paper currency 
shall consist of Government issues alone or bank issues alone, or partly 
of one and partly of the other, we will need a larger coin basis than 
we have ever yet had in order to avoid suspensions; and not only that 
but also other safeguards that it is not necessary to speculate upon 
to-day. 

2. Another reason why I support this bill I have already men- 
tioned, namely, that if it become a law its tendency will be to put a 
stop to the demonetization of-silver in other countries. 

We hear it said by very many persons that silver money is a good 
thing, but that in order to use it to advantage and without loss its 
relative value to gold must be permanently established and must be 
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the same in the chief commercial nations of the world, and +) 
attain such a regulation of value and make it permanent a te 
between those nations is indispensable. a 

Sir, I do not deny that such a compact, if faithfully exo, 
would be of immense advantage, but I do not fear to assert. 
we povipens the remonetization of silver until such a compact 
made, it will never be remonetized. The only way by which you : 
induce the nations to negotiate upon the subject or to come to ek 
mon agreement, whether by treaty or otherwise, is to rance on, 
country alongside of the bimetallic states. Let the commercia) wy Ls 
know that we do not intend to discontinuc the use of silver and ot), : 
nations, strengthened by our example, will continue to use jt. a, d 
may in time como to a general understanding with you what sha l be 
its relative value to gold. ee 

3. Another consideration, it seems to me, deserves the earnest ot 
tention of the Senate. The United States is the greatest silver. oa 
ducing country in the world. It is one of the great products of our 
country. Many millions of dollars and the labor of thousands of 1p; . 
are employed in its production. ’ 

Now, it does seem to me that to destroy or to cripple this ind: 
would be not only bad policy but also cruel injustice. I sh 
it to the Senators from the silver-producing States to speak at Jarze 
upon this theme, if they shall see fit to do so, as I hope they w 
but I cannot help making my earnest though it may be a feeble yp 
test against the destruction of a great American industry without jy 
cause or wiso motive, as I firmly believe, and to the great injury of a 
large body of enterprising capitalists and a far larger body of weri- 
torious laboring-men. 

Mr. President, I shall not detain the Senate longer. I have endoay- 
ored as briefly as I possibly could to state my reasons for supporti 
this bill and to answer as well as I could most of the objections that 
have been urged against it. I am vory well aware that I have done 
it quite feebly; but, sir, it was a duty that I owed to myself, to my 
constituents, and perhaps to the Sevate, to express my opinions. J 
now surrender the floor. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, I concur with the distinguished 
Senator from Ohio who has just taken hisseat, [Mr. THURMAN, } that 
we should decide this question without appeals to prejudice or pas- 
sion. It is a very important question in reference to the prosperit 
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of thiscountry. We are, inmy judgment, to settle now, by our action 
upon this measure, what is to be the currency, what is to be the 
standard of values, for this great producing, manufacturing, and 
commercial country. I shall not now discuss the correctness of the 
assertion made by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN, ] that our 
action on this measure, if it shall be in the direction which he be- 
lieves right and wise, will not tend to injure the credit of the Goy- 
ernment and that it will not have the effect to send our bonds home 
from abroad. 

Earlier in the debate when the resolution as to paying the Govern- 
ment bonds in the silver dollar of 412} grains was under cousidera- 
tion, I expressed my judgment on that question. I must coucede, as 
the Senator from Ohio says, that the vote of Congress has been « 
trary to my opinion; nevertheless I havea strong conviction that that 
vote and this measure, if it is adopted, will be detrimental to the 
credit and the best interests of the country. Sir, I should be very 
glad if we had the surplus wealth to hold all these bonds at home, 
but ours, as compared with the European world, is a new couutry, neod- 
ing for its development capital, and the cheaper we can get capital 
the more rapidly will the resources of our country be developed and 
the more prosperous will be our people. If we could get all these 
Government bonds taken and held abroad at 4 per cent. and thus be 
able to supply capital to our own manufacturing and industrial eu- 
terprises at 5 or 6 per cent., it would tend largely to the development 
of our resources and the pope of our people. But if our action 
shall bring home our bonds for sale and our capital shall be invested 
in them, where are our manufacturers and our enterprises to develop 
our resources to find the cheap capital which they need and which is 
so essential to the prosperity of our country? 

I cannot concur with the Senator from Obio that our action on the 
bill before us in accordance with his views will not affect our credit 
abroad and bring home our bonds. Why, sir, he concedes that the 
passage of the Satthows resolution by Congress, asserting that it 
was legal and just to pay the Government bonds in silver dollars of 
412} grains, is already bringing our bonds home for sale by millions ; 
but he says they will return again to Europe. I fear not. That 
vote in favor of the Matthews resolution stopped at once the further 
funding of our debt at 4 per cent. instead of 4}, 5, and 6 per cent. 
interest, at which itis held. That mere vote by Congress, w ithout 
the certainty that the pending bill would become a law, is bringing 
back the bonds; and if this bill shall become a law I fear they wilt 
continue to come and the capital which should be loaned to aud in- 
vested in our home enterprises will be absorbed in the bouds. 

But, sir, I did not rise to discuss that subject. I concede that the 
practical question before us is, What is wise for our country now and 
in the future as to its currency ? , 

Mr. President, it is urged upon Congress, by petitions and by argt- 
ments here, that the passage of the bill pending as it came from the 
House will afford relief from commercial and business embarrassment 
and distress which are now pressing heavily upon very large num- 
bers of persons in almost every walk of life. If I could believe this 
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trne it would be a very persuasive argument with me. Large 
re of business men are embarrassed and failing ; all over the 
‘ry mechanics and laboring-men are out of employment. 
sir. [sympathize most sincerely with all these, and especially with 
mechanic and the laborer, the men who have been accustomed 
to provide for their families by their daily labor, and who have been 
for months and are now seeking employment in. vain, while their 
families and those dependent upon them are suffering pinching want 

. degree rarely known in our country. There is no sadder spec- 

lo than that of large numbers of honest sober mon, ready and 

ling to work, suffering for the want of employment. 

But, sir, after the most careful examination that I have been able 
to vive to the subject, after listening as I have with respectful atten- 
tion to all that has been urged in favor of this measure, I am of the 
opinion that if adopted it will not bring relief to the business in- 
terests of the country. It is a step in the wrong direction. In my 
‘ndement this measure will neither remedy present evils nor prevent 
; I venture now the prediction that if 


re 
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their recurrence in the future. 

is bill shall become a law as the Honse passed it, or substantially in 
that form, and be carried into effect, those now suffering from the 
depression of business will find it brings no relief. They need other 
remedies than the enactment of a law authorizing the owners of silver 
bullion to take it to the mint and have each ninety dollars’ worth of 
it coined for them into $100 of legal-tender money. 

Sir, a sound, stable currency and a correct, unchanging standard 
of values, a currency and a standard at par with the currency and 
the standard measure of valnes of the commercial world with which 
we have intercourse, are essential to the present relief and the future 
prosperity of this country. A depreciated, fluctuating currency and 
a changing measure of values are unmitigated evils to a country and 
people jike ours. There can be no permanent business and commer- 
cial prosperity in a country where they exist. 

Sir, we have the lessons of wisdom on this subject in onr own re- 
cent experience and history. The bankruptcy and the want of em- 
ployment which now prevail in the conntry are the result of a cur- 
reney and a standard of values to which I fear we shall return if the 
pending bill shall become a law. Under the supposed necessities of 
the late war the Government introduced a paper currency not con- 
vertible into coin and made it the money of the country. Although 
the Government promised that at the carliest practicable day this 
paper shonld be redeemed in coin it depreciated and finctuated from 
day today. When the war closed, more than twelve years ago, we 
had not, unfortunately, the wisdom and the firmness to return to the 
honest currency and standard of values from which we had departed 
inder the stress of that conflict and its expenditures. Few men now 
doubt that, with economy and firm statesmanship in adapting our 
laws and our means to that end, we might aecollly, compared with 
twelve years which have elapsed, have returned to a sound currency 
based upon and convertible into coin. 

What was done? During these twelve years we have had a finct- 
ating, depreciated paper currency which inflated the prices of 
cverything that we produced, everything that wedealt in. This has 
lwen seriously, disastrously detrimental to the permanent prosperity 
of the country. I know that during a part of that time it has been 
claimed by some that we had the best currency in the world; but 
what is the condition of the business interests of the country to-day 
and what at aies them to their present embarrassed and depressed 
condition 

The evils the people of this country are suffering to-day have not 
been produced, as claimed by some, by forced contraction of the cur- 
rency. Had we at the close of the war proceeded by wise legislation 
and a jndicions and economical financial policy to restore our currency 
to a specie basis the country would not be in the condition that it is 
ind has been in since September, 1873. Let ns look for amoment and 
see daring what part of this period there has been any contraction of 
the eye currency. When Mr. McCullocl: was Secretary of the Treas- 
ry he advised that there was but one way that led to permanent pros- 
perity, and that was to return to the currency and standard of values 
of the commercial world, and in 1866,on the 12th of April, Congress 
enacted a law authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury— 

To receive any Treasury notes or other obligations issued under any act of Con- 
cress, whether bearing interest or not, in exchange for any description of bonds 
‘thorized by the act to which this is an amendment; and also to dispose of any 
‘eseription of bonds anthorized by said act, cithor in the United States or else- 
Where, to such an amount, in such manner, and at such rates as he may think advis- 
able fi r lawful money of the United States, or for any Treasury notes, certificates 
“t indebtedness, or certificates of deposit, or other representatives of value which 

‘en or which may be issued under any act of Congress, the proceeds thereof 


to be used , tiring 'T ; ; 
: Ay oa only for retiring Treasury notes or other obligations issued under any 
act ol Congrese, 7 











have be 


Y He was authorized to use means to redeem and retire Treasury notes 
iat were circulating as currency. Congress limited him ; Congress 


| 
2 ; —_ it should not be done too rapidly, and hence that law pro- | 
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That of United 


coled wit 


: States notes not more than $10,000,000 may be retired and can- 
HID Six months from the passage of this act, and thereafter not more than 


#4,000,000 in any one month. 
From that time, April, 1866, until February 4, 1868, less than two 
ears s Secretary (jj . ; . > illi 
a , the Seere tary did redeem and retire about forty-four millions 
© legal-tender currency of the country. Bear in mind no serions 
usihess disasters wero caused by this contraction of the currency. 


| easily and speedily. 
| went on until September, 1873, when there was a collapse of the 


During 1866 and 1867 we were gradually bringing our country back 
to a sound currency. But on the 4th of February, 1868, Congress, 
unwisely in my judgment, passed another law, which I will real, 
that put an end to this contraction of the paper currency, namely : 
That from and after the passage of this act the authority of the Secretary of 


the Treasury to make any reduction of the currency by retiring or canceling 
United States notes shall be, and is hereby usp nded; but nothing herein con- 
tained shall prevent the cancellation and destruction of mutilated United States 
notes, and the replacing of the saine with notes of the same character and amount. 

And from that time on until 1875 there was no authority to redeem 
and cancel the Treasury notes used ascurrency. In September, 1873, 
after the collapse and crash in businegs, there was an issue of green- 
backs to the amount of $26,000,000. After the act,of February 4, 
1868, put a stop to any progress toward a return to asound currency 
by an means, then again began the wild speculative schemes 
to make money without labor and withont producing anything of 
real usefulness or value. There was no overproduction of cotton and 
corn, and tobacco and beef, and all the other products which industry 
and labor produce. But this depreciated and fluctuating currency, 
which after the law of 1868 seemed to be fastened permanently upon 
the country, unsettled business, diverted large numbers of onr people 
from legitimate industry, and produced and stimulated into activity 
all sorts of schemes, companies, and corporations for making money 
Speculation, inflated prices, and extravagance 


paper-currency bubble, and speculative schemes and legitimate busi- 
ness and industries all went oom in common ruin. 

Sir, there came upon our country in 1873 the evils which sooner or 
later are inevitably caused by a depreciated fluctuating currency. 
It has been claimed that the prostration of business, the effects of 
which we are and have been suffering ever sinco September, 1873, 
was caused largely by the act demonetizing silver. Is there any 
truth in this? Why, sir, that act was passed in February, 1873. The 
collapse in business camo in September, 1873. 

Did that act cause the prostration of business? Certainly not. 
When that act was passed we had unfortunately neither gold nor sil- 
ver coin in circulation; we were doing business on this paper currency 
which some mon had become wedded to because it caused inflation 
of prices and aseeming prosperity. They seemed to believe that con- 
trary to the experience and history of every other country these in- 
flated prices and this apparent prosperity would continue. 

The act demonetizing silver, which is now sought to be repealed, 
did not have the slightest influence in causing the wide-spread disaster 
that befell us in September, 1873, and from which we have not yot re- 
covered. Those who, elsewhere, urge that the law demonetizing sil- 
ver caused the business disasters of 1873 almost in the same breath 
insist that the act was secret and that the people did not know of it 
for two years after it was passed. 

Sir, the system of a depreciated fluctuating currency and a changing 
measure of values broke down in the hands of its friends. It was not 
affected by any hostile legislation. 

Mr. COCKRELL. May I interrupt the Senator from New York to 
ask him what the value of two half dollars containing 385.8 grains 
of silver now is in the New York market? Is it not authorized coin 
having limited legal-tender power? 

Mr. KERNAN. I cannot tell you exactly, but I can tell what I 
suppose itis. You refer to the present silver currency ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. The present half dollars. 

Mr. KERNAN. I suppose the two half dollars, although, as the 
Senator says, of less intrinsic value than the dollar of silver proposed, 
have more purchasing power than thatdollar. Why? It is because 
we must have small coin for making change in the business of the 
country; and its usefulness as change and its limited legal-tender 
function make its purchasing power almost equal to gold. I sup- 

ose that is the reason, because it is needed as chang» and because 
it is limited as legal tender to $5. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The trade-dollar sold on Monday in New York 
for ninety-seven cents. It contains 420 grains of standard silver. 
The two silver half dollars containing 385.8 grains of standard silver, 
being an authorized coin, having limited legal-tender power, sold for 
ninety-seven and a half cents, being aoe cent more valuable 
than the trade-dollar, and the trade~lollar could be taken to the mint 
and coined free of charge into two of the half dollars, and have a 
surplus of 34.2 grains of silver left. 

Mr. KERN I always yield to my good-tempered friend and hear 
what he says, though it is rather an argument than a question. Ile 
speaks of the trade-dollar selling. Does he want the state of things 
of which the laboring men begin to complain, that they are paid in 
silver dollars worth less than one hundred cents cach? They com- 
plain of being paid in the trade-dollar both because it will not pur- 
chase a full dollar's worth and because it is an inconvenient coin. I 
do not know accurately the value of the trade-dollar in the market. 
I had supposed it was worth ninety-five to ninety-seven cents ; I am 
intamaed that it is bought by parties at these prices, and they force 
it off in these distressed times upon the laborer who must take it at 
par although he cannot buy the worth of a hundred cents with it. I 


| am not willing to make silver dollars legal tender to an unlimited 


amount which will be even 3 per cent. below the standard coin of the 
commercial world. 
Mr. COCKRELL. 


I dislike exceedinyly to interrupt the Senator 
By i 
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Mr. KERNAN. I will yield for a question ; but I do not want to 
stop to answer my friend’s arguments. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Only a statement, not an argument. The two 
silver half dollars of 385.8 grains weight being worth 97} cents in 
currency, that makes them to-day equal to 95.58 cents in gold. In 
other words, two silver half dollars containing 335.8 grains of standard 
silver are worth to-day in the New York market 95.58 cents in gold. 

Mr. KERNAN. Very well; now is that all? 

Mr. COCKRELL. If the silver dollar of 412} grains was made an 
unlimited legal tender at the same ratio would it not be worth over 
one hundred and two cents? 

Mr. KERNAN. It would not be worth it infact. There is no doubt 
about that in my opinion. The half dollars now are redeemable as I 
understand it én greenbacks, and we have pledged the Government 
to redeem the greenback in gold “at an early day, and this certainly 
has an effect on the value of the half dollars. But make the dollar 
of 4124 grains a full legal tender and a very different state of things 
will exist from that which exists as to the subsidiary coin, which is 
a legal tender for « limited amount only and is needed for change, 
and is redeemable in legal-tender notes which, as the law is now, are 
to be redeemed in gold at an early day. 

Sir, the act of January, 1875, which pledged the Government to 
return to a sound currency and a sound standard of value in Jan- 
uary, 1879, did not cause the prostration of business which exists, 
and its repeal should not be claimed on the ground that it brought 
this misfortune on the country. Why, sir, the prostration of busi- 
ness came in 1873. It was wide-spread. The leer of 1575, passed 
nearly a year and a half after the collapse, did not cause that col- 
lapse. Therefore it was not forced contraction or the fear of forced 
contraction that broke down your business and your industries and 
put the business and laboring men of the country in the condition 
they are to-day. They have the sympathy of every man in the 
country who has a heart in his breast. It is my desire, so far as I 
can, to give a vote for measures which will not add to their dis- 
tress, but which will tend to restore confidence and revive business ; 
which will give to capital and labor remunerative employment, 
and which will prevent in the future the ruinous failures and disas- 
trous breakdowns in business which we experienced in 1873, and 
which we are suffering from yet. Whoof all men in the country need 
most for their prosperity an honest measure, an honest scale, an hon- 
est standard of values, an honest dollar? It is the farmer, the me- 
chanic, the day-laborer, the dealers who are constantly buying and 
selling. They want an honest yard-stick, an honest measure of val- 
ues, an honest scale, and not one that varies constantly from day to 
day—an honest dollar worth a hundred cents. 

I submit that the history of our own country since 1868 is an ad- 
monition to us to endeavor to return to a sound, stable currency at 
par with the currency of the commercial world. We will deal at a 
yreat disadvantage if we adopt a policy that gives us a depreciated, 
iluctuating currency and standard of values. To the extent that they 
are depreciated and fluctuate we are the sufferers. These defective 
implements for doing business are injurious to the permanent pros- 
perity of the country which uses them. 

Again, would the passage of the bill passed by the House and sent 
to the Senate restore prosperity to the country? The bill is as fol- 
lows: 


That there shall be coined, at the several mints of the United States, silver dol- 
lars of the weight of 4124 grains troy of standard silver, as provided in the act of 
January 18, 1837, on which shall be the devices and superscriptions provided by said 
act; which coins, together with all silver dollars heretofore « anal by the United 
States of like weight and fineness, shall be a legal tender at their nominal value 
for all debits and dues, public and poate, except where otherwise provided by 
contract; and any owner of silver bullion may deposit the same at any United 
States coinage mint or assay office, to be coined into such dollars for his benefit, 
upon the same terms and conditions as gold bullion is deposited for coinage under 
existing lawa. 


How is that bill, if it become a law, going to benefit the business 
man, the laborer, the mass of our people employed in different avo- 
cations? It simply authorizes men whe may hold silver as bullion, 
a commodity now worth only ninety cents for 412} grains in the 
markets of the world, to take that commodity in any quantities they 
please to the Mint of this Government, where it is to be coined for 
them into dollars of 4124 grains each, which by this law are made 
legal-tender dollars for all debts, public and private. How is this 
going to benefit the community? It is a great speculation for the 
man who can have his silver turned into coin and made legal tender 
in our country; he makes ten cents on every dollar coined at the 
present market value of silver. He may use the money to pay his 
debts and thus make ten cents on every dollar, if the price of silver 
continues as it has been recently and is now. If a party wants to 
borrow money for business purposes he must borrow these cheap, de- 
preciated silver dollars on the same terms as though they cost and 
were actually worth one bundred cents each. I cannot see, therefore, 
how this measure will aid in any way in restoring business prosperity. 

The silver dollar created by this bill is not to be given to the peo- 
ple. They must obtain it as they obtain other money, in the same 
way in which they can procure the legal-tender Treasury notes and 
bank-notes, which to-day are worth 5 or 6 per cent. more than the 
silver bullion contained in these proposed dollars. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from New York allow me to 
ask him a question ? 
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Mr. KERNAN. Certainly. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask the Senator if his whole argument 
that point is not based upon the assumption that the present re lat 
value of the two precious metals is to continue hereafter the a... 
it is to-day; whether, if the silver dollar can become the equivalent 
of the gold dollar, the whole foundation on which his argument a i 
is not taken away from him, and whether the argument whic hy a 
now making against the bill would, under those circumstances, }, 
legitimate argument ? re 

Mr. KERNAN. That is an entirely fair question. The argument 
is based upon the idea that silver bullion will continue to jo cael 
less than gold. In another part of the remarks that I shall have t),, 
honor to address to the Senate I shall endeavor to satisfy 1), friend 
that if the silver dollar appreciates to within 3 per cent. of gold thy 
silver dollar, if this bill becomes law, will drive every bit of ¢ 
of this country. If my friend now or at any time before {) 
upon the bill can satisfy me that by remonetizing silver, as 
by this bill, it will reach par with gold and stay there I will { 
measure; but my conviction is that silver will continue depreciated 
as compared with gold and to fluctuate at from 89 to 95, more or Jess 
in the future as it has during the past two years or more. - 

But I was speaking, when interrupted, as to how this measure could 
revive business and give relief to the country. Is there a want of 
money in the country now that we need to coin cheap money? 
at all. It is conceded by gentleman on both sides that we have now 
a great abundance of currency, and all of it is now worth 3 or 4 per 
cent. more as compared with gold than the silver dollar would be to- 
day coined under this bill. It is not for the want of legal-tender 
money or currency that our people have been or are now in trouble. 
It was conceded by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck,] in his 
discussion with the Senator from Connecticut [ Mr. Eaton } yesterday, 
that we had in 1873, and have now, an abundance of money for 
all the business of the country. How, then, with that money now 
lying idle, will we by coining and giving to this silver dollar a legal- 
tender value greater than its intrinsic value afford relief to the coun- 
try? Why should we coin depreciated silver dollars under the pre- 
tense of aiding our business men or laborers? 

Mr. President, we do not need this silver dollar to revive business, 
We do not require it as a remedy for the distress existing among the 
honest intelligent business men, laborers, and mechanics of the coun- 
try. What we need, in my judgment, is a restoration of confidence, a 
restoration of a sound currency, and an honest measure of values, 
Then the business of the country will revive and be carried on free 
from such disasters as occurred in 1873, and from the consequences 
of which the country is still suffering—such disasters as every people 
have endured who have had for any considerable length of time a 
depreciated and fluctuating currency. 

Sir, I am opposed to this bill because it will not give the country a 
stable currency and standard of values at par with that of the com- 
mercial world, and will tend to continue the evils we have been and 
are suffering from. If we can have a currency consisting of silver 
and gold coin of equal or substantially equal intrinsic value, so they 
will circulate together, I am in favor of it, and will gladly favor such 
legislation as will attain this result. 1 am willing to unite in any 
legislation which shall utilize silver as a coin as much as can be done 
without putting the country on a depreciated currency as compared 
with ail. the standard of the commercial world. But the bill now 
before the Senate does not even propose to give us a gold and a sil- 
ver dollar of equal intrinsic value. 

The silver dollar proposed by this bill would not be of equal value 
with the gold dollar. It would be worth from 6 to 10 per cent. less 
than the gold dollar, as the price of silver has been for a considerable 

veriod. 

This bill does not proceed upon the basis that we are to make a 
silver dollar equivalent in value to the gold dollar, according to the 
relative values of these metals in the markets of the world at this 
time, or as they have been since leading commercial nations of Eu- 
rope have euatirely or partially demonetized silver. 

If we coin these dollars to-day of 412} grains of standard silver, we 
are coining a dollar depreciated from 6 to 10 per cent., according to 
the fluctuations of the price of silver below the gold coin. So long 
as this silver dollar is depreciated 6, 8, or 10 per cent., or even 3 per 
cent., below the gold coin, it will drive the latter from circulation 
and out of the country. 

I admit that if the remonetizing of silver in this country would 
bring this silver dollar to par with our gold coin then the two would 
circulate together, bat I cannot believe that this will be the result. 
So long as the silver dollar is intrinsically cheaper by 2 or3 per cent. 
than the gold coin, the cheaper coin will remain here and the gold 
will be exported. Everybody will pay debts and do business with 
the cheaper legal-tender coin. The intrinsically cheaper silver dollar 
being full legal-tender money will exclude the gold as certainly as 
the legal-tender Treasury notes excluded both gold and silver from 
circulation. This always has and always will be the practical result. 
The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. HowE] stated yesterday, as I un- 
derstood him, that silver would not ostracise gold. He is entirely 
mistaken if he believes that the silver dollar proposed by this bill and 
the gold coin will at the present price of silver circulate together. 
The cheaper silver coin will certainly take the place of and exclude 
the gold. 
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Therefore I insist that the practical effect of this bill will be to 

monetize gold in this country as effectually as we could do it by 
wt of Congress, unless silver bullion shall rise in price in the mar- 
ket so that the silver contained in the dollar shall be equivalent in 
value to the gold contained in the gold dollar. We can not make 

4125 grains of silver equivalent in value to the gold in the gold dol- 
lar by act of Congress. I think the best evidence we have to guide 
a proves that the silver dollar authorized by this bill will be at 
jpast from 3 to 6 per cent. in value below the gold dollar, and there- 
fore we Will practically demonetize — old. We will not have as our 
earrency gold and silver coin ; we will have silver only. Our stand- 

ind or measure of values will not be gold and silver, but silver alone. 
"Assuming as I do that the depreciation of silver bullion below gold 
will remain at least from 3 to 6 or 8 per cent. after we have remone- 
otized silver by the passage of this act, and that the depreciated sil- 
ver dollar will exclude gold from circulation, then the legal-tender 
Treasury notes will occupy the same relation to the silver dollar which 
they now oceupy to gold coin. The silver dollars will be the coin 
with which the Treasury notes are to be redeemed whenever they are 
redeemed, and the Treasury notes will therefore be depreciated in 
value below the silver dollar instead of being as they are now nearly 
at par with gold coin. We willthen have a currency consisting of 
silver dollars depreciated in value below gold coin and legal-tender 
Treasury notes, or greenbacks as they are called, of less value than 
silverdollars. Should Congress repeal the resumption act and fix no 
time when the Treasury notes are to be redeemed or convertible into 
the silver coin, they would at once fall considerably below the silver 
dollar, and as they are by law a legal tender for all debts cxcept 
where the debts are expressly made payable in coin, and except for 
duties on imports, the Treasury notes would become practically the 
legal-tender currency or money of the country, and the silver dollar 
would be excluded from general circulation. The silver dollar worth 
only ninety or ninety-five cents in gold will be driven from circula- 
tion by the inconvertible legal-tender Treasury notes as quickly and 
certainly as was the gold coin when that was the coin with which the 
Treasury notes were promised to be redeemed. Thus we will have, 
if this bill becomes a law, as our only coin and measure of values a 
depreciated and fluctuating silver coin consisting of dollars of 412} 
grains. And should the resumption act be repealed we will have as 
ourcurrency the legal-tender notes inconvertible into any coin at the 
willof the holder and depreciated below and fluctuating more than 
the silver dollar. Inmy judgment such a currency and measure of 
values would be seriously detrimental to the business and prosperity 
of the country. 

Mr. President, it is said by the friends of this measure that if we 
remonetize silver by the enactment of this proposed law silver bullion 
will rise in the market so that the silver dollar of 4124 grains will 
hecome and remain equivalent in value to and at par with the gold 
dollar. Iam convinced this will not prove correct. The full legal- 
tender quality impressed on this dollar will not bring it to par with 
gold so long as the market price of silver bullion is below the market 
price of gold. The fact that the United States have remonetized 
silver will not raise its price to that of gold so long as the principal 
nations of Europe adhere to the policy which they have been and are 
pursuing as to their coinage and standard of value. The opinions of 
eminent writers on this subject which have been referred to and read 
by Senators in this debate, prove, I think, that no one commercial 
country can in the present state of things maintain the double stand- 
ard, The report and conclusions of Professor Bowen, one of the mem- 
bers of the silver commission appointed by Congress in 1866, con- 
curred in by Mr. Gibson, also of that commission, are to the same 
effect. I will read some of the conclusions of that report, namely : 

Summing up, the following are presented as the conclusions of this report 

1. The great changes which have taken place during the last year in the relative 
value of the two precions metals are attributable almost entirely to fluctuations in 
the market price of silver, since the prices of commodities generally, reckoned in 
gold, have been comparatively stable. 

2. These fluctuations indicate a considerable f21l in the value of silver, which 
has been produced by three causes: 1. By the great productiveness of the silver 
mines in the Comstock lode, which within a few years have doubled the average 
annual product of that metal for the whole world; 2. Bya great diminution, within 
the last tive years, of the demand for silver to be exported to British India; 3. By 
the demonetization of silver, within the same period, by Germany, Denmark, Swe- 


den, and Norway, and the limit put upon the coinage of it by Holland, France, and 
the other states of the Latin monetary union. 

3. These tlactuations prove that silver has become entirely unfit for use as a 
standard of value; and this action of Germany and other European states shows 
that they have become aware of this unfitness, and have altered their systems of 
coinage and legal-tender accordingly. 

4. The question whether the three causes here alluded to have permanently de- 
preciated the value of silver is one which does not at present admitof a determinate 
— r. Vague estimates and uncertain theories aflord no safe grounds for legis- 
lation 
_ > The so-called double standard is an illusion and an impossibility. Tho pro- 
longed attempts made both by France and the United States to estabtish such a 
standard have been complete failures, causing much confusion and inconvenicnce, 
necessitating frequent changes of legislation, and resulting only in the alternate 
establishinent of one or the other precious metal as the sole standard. 


Professor Bowen has had for years a high reputation for learning 


on the subject. He had no motive to come to a conclusion one way 
rather than the other on this question. He attributes the deprecia- 
Hon and fluctuation in the price of silver as compared with gold 
largely to the demonetization of silver within a few years by Ger- 
many, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, and the limit within the same 
period put upon its coinage by Frauce, Holland, and the other States 
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of the Latin monetary union. There can be no doubt, I think, that 
these countries will adhere to their present policy, especially if the 
United States authorize an unlimited coinage and legal tender of 
silver, and thereby enable them to get our gold for their silver. Be 
assured they will adhere to the gold coin and standard in that event 
and leave us the silver. The information which I get is that France 
is pursuing a policy to get rid of its surplus silver with as little loss 
as possible, and to accumulate and retain gold and reach the gold 
standard as soon as they can. Do gentlemen really believe that our 
Government by authorizing the purchase and coinage of forty or fifty 
millions of silver a year will bring the market price of silver up to 
that of gold? Ido not believe it. I believe that if we pass this 
bill our gold will go to other countries, and this country will become 
the receptacle for the silver of other countries as well as for the large 
products of the mines. 

If the bill is passed permitting free coinage, parties will come with 
cheap silver, purchased at a price far below the price of gold, and 
have it coined into dollars, which by our law are made legal-tender 
money the same as a gold dollar. They will make money, but silver 
will not rise in price materially. 

Mr. Bowen says: 

3. These fluctuations prove that silver has become entirely unfit for use as a 
standard of value ; and this action of Germany and other European states shows 
that they have become aware of this unfitness, and have alt red their systems of 
coinage and legal tender accordingly. . 

In view of this, is it not wise for us at least to approach the estab- 
lishment of the policy which will be inaugurated by this bill with 
slow steps? Is it not wise that we should experiment and move 
slowly in that direction? We can undoubtedly utilize silver to many 
millions of silver dollars by limiting the legal-tender quality and by 
making these dollars a substitute for the one and two dollar green- 
backs and bank-notes. If we limit the silver dollars in that way and 
make them receivable by the Government to the amount of the legal- 
tender limit, they will, like your subsidiary currency, have a pur- 
chasing power equal to gold. No one will be defrauded by them, for 
they will purchase as much as a gold dollar. 

I shall be willing in this or some other mode to utilize silver as coin. 
ButI am not willing to do so to the practical exclusion of gold coin, 
which I believe will be the effect of the bill before us if it becomes a 
law. 

The country has suffered and is suffering from the evils of a disor- 
dered and depreciated currency. We have borne all the hardships 
of coming back to the true standard of values. Thelegal-tender paper 
currency is nearly at par with gold. In my judgmeut it would have 
been substantially at par with gold to-day but for the efforts which 
are being made to make this silver dollar an unlimited legal tender. 
The uncertainty which exists as to the effect of this measure should 
have weight with us and induce us to move cautiously. Mr. Bowen 
says: 

4. The question whether the three causes here alluded to have permanently de- 
preciated the value of silver is one which docs not at present admit of a determi- 
nate answer. Vague estimates and uncertain theories afford no safe grounds for 
legislation. 

5. The so-called double standard is an illusion and an impossibility. The pro- 
longed attempts made both by France and the United States to establish such a 
standard have been complete failures, causing much confusion and inconvenience, 
necessitating frequent changes of legislation, and resulting only in the alternate 
establishment of one or the other precious metal as the sole standard. 

I respectfully submit to Senators that it is not safe or prudent to 
pass this bill on the assumption that the remonetizing of silver in this 
country will raise the price of silver so this dollar will be the equiv- 
alent of a gold dollar. Professor Bowen and many other learned and 
able men think otherwise. If they are right and this bill becomes a 
law we will have a depreciated and fluctuating currency and measure 
of valnes as compared with the enlightened commercial world. 

Mr. President, if, as I believe, this bill will demonetize gold in effect 
and give us only depreciated silver dollars as our legal-tender coin, 
the measure will not afford relief to the country. It will not restore 
confidence. It will not tend to encourage business enterprises and 
productive industries. It will render capital still more timid than it 
isnow. It will wrong a large class of creditors who will unjustly be 
compelled to receive their dues in a currency worth less than that 
which we now have. At this time the depositors in savings-banks 
are entitled to be paid in a currency worth within 2 per cent. of a 
gold dollar. There are owing and due to the depositors in the savings- 
banks of the State of New York alone at this time over $300,000,000, 
This class of persons are not speculators; they are industrious people 
of moderate means, and are entitled to be paid in dollars worth a 
hundred cents each. 

The effect of adepreciated, fluctuating currency is always injurious 
tothe laborer. Asa rule almost every article of necessity or use rises in 
price sooner than labor under the influence of a depreciated currency. 
The price of labor is the last thing to be inflated and rise by such a 
currency, and falls sooner than the price of almost anything elso when 
business depression comes. The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. How] 
argued that if the free coinage provision of the bill was stricken out 
and the Government purchased silver and coined it the Government 
would receive the worth of the gold dollar for each coined. This is 
one objection I have to the bill. The Government will purchase 
silver at ninety to ninety-four cents for each 4124 grains, coin the 
same into dollars made a legal tender, pay to its laborers and 
sailors and soldiers these dollars as the equivalent of a gold dollar, 


mane 








mplanerr eer t 


LIOTTA 










































































792 


_ - oo 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





February 6, 





Cor- 
individuals who employ men at daily or monthly 


The same will be the case as to laborers all over the country. 
porations and 
wages will pay them in this cheap silver dollar. The laborer will be 
compelled to receive them for his labor as full dollars, at one hun- 
dred cents each. In fact, they will not purchase one hundred cents’ 
worth, cach, of that which the laborer must purchase for himself and 
his family. The trader will receive them as dollars, but he will be 
compelled to charge enough more for what he sells to make up for 
the depreciation of the silver dollar. The employer pays his laborer 
in a silver dollar worth only from ninety-two to ninety-six cents, 
according to the gold standard of the world. This dollar has not the 
purchasing power of a gold dollar, and when the laborer goes to buy 
with it he can only get from ninety-two to ninety-six cents’ worth of 
the article he needs. The man who sells regulates his price by the 
gold standard. 

Sir, the country is now suffering the evil consequences of a depre- 
ciated fluctuating currency. Through great sufferings we have snb- 
stantially reached a sound currency. In my judgment if this Bland 
bill becomes a law the country will have again a depreciated and 
fluctuating currency and a changing standard of values, and our 
business and people will have to endure again the distressing conse- 
quences they invariably cause, 

Pardon me if I make one other suggestion, and I make it with entire 
respect for those who differ from me as to this measure, Have you 
no fears that there is something beyond this measure against which 
the people of this country should be guarded? When silver and gold 
were nearly equivalent in value and there was not this difficulty of 
the difference in the price of gold and silver which we now meet 
there were a large number of citizens, many of them of intelligence 
and ability, who were then zealous and I doubt not honest advocates 
of an irredeemable paper currency, a currency which was not based 
upon or to be convertible into either gold or silver coin. 

l observe that now, when silver is depreciated below gold, is not 
worth as much as the greenback in gold,the most of these advocates 
of a paper currency are urgent and active advocates of the Bland 
bill, and I fear if the measure is adopted it will practically restore in 
the country an irredeemable paper currency. Repeal the resumption 
law, make this silver dollar an unlimited legal tender at a depre- 
ciated value, which will expel gold, and silver will become what 
gold is now, not practically in circulation as coin, but a commodity, 
and we will have an irredeemable and inconvertible paper currency. 
I ask Senators whether we should not legislate cantiously, so as to feel 
step by step our way in reference to the coinage of silver dollars as 
an unlimited legal tender, and avoid all danger of getting back to an 
entirely irredeemable paper currency. I hope I am in error, but I 
have sometimes been disturbed lest this should be the result of the 
legislation which during this session is pressed upon Congress. 

Thoroughly convinced that the currency of our country should be 
coin at par with the coin of the commercial world and paper con- 
vertible into that coin at the will of the holder, I am opposed to any 
measures Which endanger our accomplishing that purpose within a 
reasonable time. 

Conscientiously velieving that this bill will not give the country 
a currency consisting of gold and silver coin of equivalent value and 
circulating together, but that it will on the contrary give us at the 
best a depreciated fluctuating silver currency not at par with the cur- 
reney or standard of values of the commercial world, I cannot vote 
for its passage. 

I am in favor of the amendments by the Finance Committee. If 
there is to be coinage of silver into dollars which are not the equivalent 
of gold dollars, which do not cost and are not worth one hundred 
cents each, the Government should purchase the cheap silver and 
make the profit on its coinage for the Treasury. Owners of silver 
which in the market is worth only about ninety-one ortwocents should 
not be allowed to have the Government coin it for them into legal- 
tender dollars for one hundred cents each. The profit on making and 
issuing depreciated dollars should inure to the whole people, and not 
to a few producers or purchasers of silver bullion. 

If the silver dollar is to be made a full legal tender for all debts, 
it should contain more silver than 4124 grains. It should be an 
honest dollar, Conceding that the remonetizing of silver in this 
country may cause it to appreciate somewhat, I do not think there 
is any prospect that a dollar of 412} grains will be worth more than 
ninety-two or ninety-three cents as compared with a gold dollar. I 
am in favor of amending the bill so that the dollar to be coined shall 
contain silver worth in the market now at least ninety-six cents. 
We should make it as nearly as we can, having regard to its fluctua- 
tions in price, the equivalent of a gold dollar in real value. 

But I suggest again that at this time, while the price of silver is 
80 greatly depreciated and fluctuates so widely as compared with 
gold, instead of passing any law which makes a silver dollar a full 
legal tender, we should utilize silver as coin in subordination to gold. 
We shonld retain the golc standard of values, using silver as a lim- 
ited legal-tender coin. I am willing to fix that limit at a reasonable 
amount. In this way a large amount of silver dollars could be made 
useful as a part of our coin for doing business; and persons wishing 
to hoard them would be supplied with all they wished. If experience 
proves that we could wisely enlarge the legal-tender limit of the sil- 


ver dollar it could readily be done without disturbance to business 


or Vales, 


Thus, legislating by the light of ourown experience, we relioy, 


ness men from apprehension and we avoid the danger of ieee 
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ted and fluctuating currency. Wein this mode wil! utilize «il ae B 
part of our coin as rapidly as we find it safe and advantageons +.) 
so. If pursuing this cautious policy we find we can by arrangemes, 
with other leading commercial nations or by our own . 
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legislation and policy, establish and maintain a currency of 


silver coin equivalent in value and circulating together, no oy, \ 
object to it and it can be readily adopted. But should this |, 
come a law and should the result be that it pats upon the ; 

not a currency of gold and silver, but of depreciated silver ; si vd 
depreciated paper, this will entail great evils, and we can they rety : 
to a sound stable currency and standard of value only after ops: 
business losses and serious distress among our people. ~ — 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, I venture once more to 
pass upon the time of the Senate for the purpose, first, of expo ‘ 
some fallacies or what seem to me to be fallacies, but which have 
been urged here at various times and in different ways in suo - 
the silver bill, so called, and, second, for the purpose of submitti; 
substitute for that bill, upon which I shall ask a vote at the pr 
time if the amendment I have already offered shall not be adonted 

One of the fallacies, or which seems to me to be such, has been fre. 
qnently assumed here as the basis of much of the reasoning we have 
heard here in favor of the bill; and I find the same fallacy, in q }, 
glaring form, made the basis or woven in with the reasoning of ¢} 
majority report of our monetary commission, a report with much of 
which I agree, a report which it must be acknowledged shows creat 
ability in more ways than one. It shows great labor and researc) 
and these with reference to a sole purpose, that of remonctizing silyer 
at a standard above its market value. A report not only eminent for 
the ability of its arguments to this end but for the ability with which 
it overlooks fallacies necessary to its conclusions and ignores argn- 
ments which it could not explain or answer, and containing just enough 
of truth to render its errors plausible to those whose aversion to lalo- 
rious investigation or want of time to spend in it impels them to ac- 
cept the opinions of others, instead of attempting to form correct 
opinions of their own—a report which assumes to state with as much 
unqualified positivenessand exactness sums or amounts which, at most 
can only be the result of the very loosest estimates, for which no cer- 
tain or reliable data exist, as if all the data upon which they depend 
were clearly ascertained by unquestioned proof. 

I do not intend to say that there was any intention to misrepre- 
sent or conceal facts, but that the report is the production of an 
earnest advocate (one or more) of the remonetization of silver at a 
higher rate than its real value; and that a zealons advocate of one 
side of a question, and whose whole energies have been devoted for 
years to that one object, is apt, even unconsciously, to give undue 
weight to, and to distort facts which he thinks may sustain his own 
theory, and too little weight to those which operate against him. 
One soon comes to believe what he ardently wishes to be true. We 
are all liable to this error. But I shall not here,in a single speech, 
attempt to review that report, and only allude to it as contai in 
a somewhat modified and diluted form the germs of the fallacy quite 
generally assumed here as the truth, in arguments in favor of this 
bill. I allude to the assumption that the stagnation of business, 
the difficulty of laborers to obtain employment, the shrinkage of 
values, in short, the hard times since 1873, have been mainly ow- 
ing to the want of a sufficient volume of currency in the country 
and that other cognate fallacy—that the silver bill will cure theso 
evils and give prosperity to the country. This cognate fallacy has 
been so thoroughly and clearly exposed by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, the Senator from New Jersey, and the Senator from Vermont, 
{ Mr. MORRILL, ] that I should only show my own comparative weakness 
by attempting to add force to their exposition. I shall therefore 
confine myself for the present to the main fallacy, namely, that an 
insufficient volume of currency has been the cause of the general 
distress and hard times in this country. 

If the supporters of this theory simply meant to assert that thero 
has not been a sufficient amount of currency—such as it was—green- 
backs and national-bank bills, in the hands of the masses of the peo- 
ple, and actually circulating among them, or invested in business en- 
terprises, to give employment to labor and to enliven the activity of 
business; if this were all they meant by an insuflicient volume of 
currency, I should have no controversy with them. This would be 
merely stating the results of other causes of general depression. But 
the history of the controversy in and out of Congress for the ! 


’ 








last 
three or four years, as well as the shape given to it here and now, 
forbid any such interpretation of their meaning and compel us to seo 
and know that their complaintis that there has not been sufficient vol- 
ume of currency in the country, or sufficient amount of Treasury notes 
authorized to be issued or left subject to the calls of business; or that 
the national banks should have been less stringent in their issues, of 
that more silver coin should have been issued, &c; and that if more 
Treasury notes had been issued—to use their hackneyed phrase, “com- 
mensurate with the demandsof commerce and business,” the distress of 
the country would have been relieved; businessenterprises would have 
been undertaken ; laborers employed, and prosperity restored to the 
country. It is just here and in this theory of finance that the fall acy 
lies ; and it is just here and in this aspect that the actual facts touch- 
ing and constituting the true financial condition and business of tie 
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ntry actually confront and demonstrate the fallacy and falsehood 
the theory. 
If this theory is correct, then it follows that the amount of the 
ke then outstanding were all in use and circulation, and 
ore were called for to supply the deficiency ; that the national 
inks had issued all they were allowed to, and there was still a 
mand for more. 
" Now, the exact contrary of all thisisthe truth. Never in the his- 
tory of this country was there so much, nor even one-half so much 
eurn lving idle in the banks, and in the hands of bankers and 
eanitalists, anxiously, clamorously, seeking and ae to be used 
yd pot in circulation, as during these same hare times ; and never 
‘ean the demand for its use in circulation comparatively so small. 
The fact that if was not used and did not enter into the circulation, 
was not because the bankers and other holders did not wish to have 
it used and circulated; for their interest clearly lay in its use and 
cireulation, but because business men, for entirely other causes, did 
not wish to and would not také and use it. The rates of interest 
fell: the terms upon which bankers ought to get the currency out 
were as easy as ever before when the solvency of the borrowers was 
clear or the securities good. But here lay the real and immediate 
A state of things had been produced, and was then and 
still to some extent existing, which made business men, men of 
enterprise, timid and cautious; unwilling, owing to the uncertain- 
ties of the situation—the dread of the effect of various wild schemes 
of financial legislation—to embark in any great enterprises, or even 
to continue those they already had in hand, and which they were 
compelled to reduce and get out of as fast as they could, lest, on 
account of such uncertainties—while they might be making a nom- 
inal profit—they should be really incurring great and unknown 
No great enterprises could therefore be undertaken; and 
those already undertaken were abandoned at the first practicable 
moment; and the toiling millions, owing to these and many other 
causes—among which one of the most prominent was the improve- 
ment in labor-saving machinery—fonnd little demand for their labor. 
Mr. President, this was a state of things for which neither the issue 
of more Treasury notes nor any other increase in the volume of cur- 
reney, Without a return to specie payments, would have brought a 
remedy. If more had been issued they could not have been kept in 
cirenlation when those already issued could not. They would have 
with the others into the hands of the banks and bankers, just 
ws the silver dollar would, and would not have circulated amony the 
people, unless the Government should have done what the greenback 
and silver advocates seem to have made many of the people believe 
he Government ought to and will do—send to each individual in the 
nation his aliquot proportion of the greenbacks or silver pieces, with- 
out requiring anything in return, as the Agricultural Department dis- 
tributes garden-seeds, except that it shall be absolutely impartial and 
niversal, But whatever impression may have been created outside, 
link no one has yet, in this Hall, advocated such distribution as 


} ] 
opstacie. 


Now, what were the real causes which produced this state of 
things in the money market, and the depressed condition of business 
enterprises; in short, the distress among the people, or the hard 
times? The immediate causes were merely the combined results of 
ill the antecedents to that state of things. These antecedents, the 
real causes, are too numerous to be stated and analyzed in a single 
speech. I can only touch—and briefly touch—a few of the more 
prominent. The causa causans, the fruitful mother of all the other 
causes, was the terrible war which for more than four years swept 
over the country, taking from productive occupations millions of 
men from all parts of the Union, who were engaged for between four 
and five years in destroying and consuming the property, the wealth 
and capital of the nation, of the people, and sweeping away the ac- 
cumulations of years of prosperity, instead of producing and creating 
wealth; so that, without reference to the debt entailed upon the 
nation, the nation, as a whole, had become poorer by thousands of 
iuillions of dollars than immediately before the war. In the North, 
it is true, where the direct ravages of war were less and the prices 
were greatly augmented, as well by the increased demand created 
by the war as inflated by the immense issues of Treasury notes in 
Which they were paid, was kept up an appearance of prosperity which 
was toa great extent fictitious, and consisting in drafts upon the 
tutare for which the pay-day must sooner or later come. Inthe South 
almost everything in the shape of property, except the naked face of 
the earth, had practically disappeared, and had to be recreated by 
the slow process of labor and production. And, fortunately or un- 
fortnnately, the North and the South, all sections of our common 
country, are so linked together in commercial relations that it is vain 
‘0 expect one portion can long remain prosperous while a large part 
of the Union is depressed and poor. 

ut, in addition to the direct destruction and consumption of prop- 
erty and capital by the war, came necessarily, and, as I think, right- 
uly, an immense debt, the mere interest of which, drawn by way of 
taxes directly and indirectly from the productions of labor, constitutes 
4 formidable burden and causes an immense drain upon our resources. 


For one, Mr. President, looking at the situation immediately after | 


) ‘ 

the war, I did not expect, and could not see how any man could, a 
prompt restoration and steady continuance of the same high state of 
Mosperity as befure. I thought I saw that a period of revulsion, of 


| that it was kept off so long. I could 


just as unreasonable to expect 








terrible depression, must soon come from the causes I have men 

tioned ; and I never could see how any man could suppose it could 
be avoided. My wonder was not that it finally came in 1873, but 
not see (though popular de 

lusion, prompted and stimulated by hope, thought it did see) how 
the farmer, for instance, whose means had been accumulating for 
years by a small excess of income over outgoes, until a considerable 
income had been accumulated, could, after some calamity which 
compelled an expenditure of all his accumulations, and after being 
compelled to anticipate the income of many future years by debts 
upon which he was to pay interest yearly and ultimately to prov ide 
for the principal, be quite as prosperous as he was before ; or, except 
by great frugality and industry, or some fortunate accident, avoid a 
crash in the end. 

And in the case of the farmer I thought I saw the ease of the na 
tion—which is but the aggregate of our population—and that it was 
the nation to avoid a revulsion by 
any other kind of means than the farmer could in the case I have 


just put; and these were that the people composing the nation 


shonld cut down expenses and by increased frugality and economy, 
and increased industry in the production of values, gradually over- 
come the depression ; that business men and men of enterprise ought 
to avoid all speculative schemes and doubtful enterprises, limiting 
their business to strictly legitimate objects, and avoiding the creati 
of any debts which they could not readily and certainly meet. But 
exactly the opposite of this was the course actually taken. The large 
fortunes suddenly made during the war had kindled an inordinate 
desire for becoming rapidly rich, without much regard to the means, 
and a reckless spirit of extravagance in expenses pervaded the whole 
people. The immense amount of the Treasury notes issued and in 
circulation at the close of the war, and the hundreds of millions of 
United States bonds afloat in the market, which really constituted 
the debt of the nation, the debt of the whole people, soon began to 
be looked upon as the capital of the nation and its people. The un 
natural stimulus of such an inflation of the currency encouraged a 
reckless spirit of speculation, and drew men into the undertaking of 
numerous and gigantic enterprises far in advance of the legitimate 
demands of healthy business. 

Railroads especially were projected everywhere ; not only to meet 
the present wants of commerce, but with the sole idea of creating 
business where it did not exist; running hundreds of miles through 
forests or prairies or deserts without an inhabitant, and depending 
upon future settlements to furnish business to the roads. The exist- 
ing trunk lines were loaded down with the branches which they un 
dertook to construct, and which would not pay running expenses 
then, and some of which do not to-day, and finally the Northern Pa- 
cific Railroad, that abortion of the last decade, which should only 
have been undertaken in the next generation, was projected and 
commenced. All these roads issued bonds and stocks which were 
thrown upon the market, and large sums were invested in them. 
They bought and speculated in each others bonds and stocks, treat- 
ing them as so much reliable capital. The iron manufacturers en- 
larged their works and machinery to mect the increased demands 
which so many roads were expected to require. Some of the iron 
companies also issued bonds and stocks. They sold their iron in 
large quantities for the bonds and stocks of these railroad compa- 
nies, and went on enlarging their works and increasing their produc- 
tion. This is but a sample of all the other great business enterprises 
of the day, all of which were carried on largely upon credit; and all 
had come to look upon each other’s stocks and bonds, and frequently 
upon their own liabilities, as so much actual capital; as they had 
before looked upon the debt of the nation as the capital of the na- 
tion; as if the day of payment was never to come. 

All kinds of business were buoyant, brisk, lively, and apparently 
prosperous beyond example in the history of the world. Labor was 
in demand and wages high; prices were inflated, purely fancy and 
almost fabulous, “and all went merry as a marriage bell,” for the 
time—and the multitude were so short-sighted as to suppose such 
a state of things could endure forever; as if the real prostration 
caused by the war could be finally got over in this pleasant way. 
Now this, in my opinion, then and now, was exactly the period of dis- 
ease, instead of health in the body politic, which had been excited 
and stimulated into an unnatural and feverish frenzy of exaltation, 
far above the healthy and normal equilibrium of its powers, A state 
of intoxication and unnatural exhilaration sure, inevitably sure, to 
make the patient sink as far below his normal condition as the stim- 
ulus had raised him above it; a state 


on 


in which all men saw visions, 


| dreamed dreams, and built air castles, and took them all for reality 


and sober truth. 

But just in this stage of the disease, when all seemed gold that glif 
tered, there burst forth in New York, like a clap of thunder in aclear 
sky, the dismal shriek, “The Northern Pacific Railroad has col- 
lapsed; Jay Cooke is a bankrupt!” And in a few hours this cry had 
been carried over the wires to every corner of the Union, bringing a 
chill to the hearts of thousands who had invested their treasures in 
its bonds and others directly or indirectly connected with that en- 
terprise. And at once the holders, not only of 
holders of all the bonds and stocks of other abo 
(for all were more or less connected with anc 
others.) bewan to tremble. 


these bonds, but the 





q 


eRe eS tie , 
ATES TE ee 


A et IG LT hte Peter oe PPT 


ROR EEF CA Te 


~ 


+ meet 


PO OR ome pt gee ee 


ESTEE INS I | EA 
=. 


~ 


at nS hk signed aaa 


PEE 


ISS 


Pe ea 


PRELIM I 


eee 


7 Rf 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


The people began to open their eyes; and down went, one after an- 
other of those abortive railroad projects. All stocks and bonds felt 
the shock ; and through the whole series one knocked down another, 
like a set of blocks set up by children for amusement. All the bright 
visions had been dissipated, and a congestive chill succeeded the fever 
of exaltation which had preceded it. AJl began to open their eyes 
to the fact that debts were not capital; and distrust took the place 
of contidence. All then saw that, like insects, they had only been 
lifted into the region of imaginary prosperity upon a hollow bubble, 
by the explosion of which they had been sunk deeper into the mire 
than if they had never clung to its glittering film. Down went the 
iron men with millions of the worthless bonds of such companies in 
their hands and with large stocks of iron for which there was no de- 
mand; and all dependent upon them or connected with them went 
down with them. Works were stopped or greatly reduced in effi- 
ciency. Laborers before employed in the various railroad projects 
and at the forge were thrown out of employment, and the stocks of 
iron would only sell at reduced prices. 

This is but asample. All other great business enterprises took a 
similar course ; and the people woke up to the fact that all were in 
debt and none could pay. And capital, always timid, shrunk from 
undertaking or continuing business enterprises which gave employ- 
ment to laborers; and the hard times were upon us. Such, in brief, 
were the causes of the hard times and distress by which the country 
has been afflicted, and not the want of a sufficient volume of cur- 
rency, Which business and enterprise would not venture to use, had 
it been issued. Whatever the amount of currency not resting upon 
a solid and reliable specie basis might be in such a state of doubt 
and suspicion, it would have gone into the banks or the hands of 
capitalists who dare not use it in business; as the blood in a chill 
shrinks back to the heart. 

Still, in spite of all these obstacles, confidence would long since 
have been restored and business enterprises resumed their normal 
condition, but for the wild financial schemes of bankrupt debtors, all 
of which schemes consisted in running still more deeply in debt, or 
paying only in empty promises which were never to be fulfilled; like 
the greenback theory of finance, started first by the iron manufact- 
urers and taken up by decayed politicians and sought to be forced 
upon the Government. 

But this insane declusion had already been so thoroughly exposed 
that the country had ceased to fear it, and all things were working 
upward before this bill of ill-omen came into the Senate. Confidence 
was being rapidly restored; the Treasury notes had risen to ninety- 
seven or ninety-eight cents in gold, and would soon have been at par 
with gold, when specie resumption would have been practically accom- 
plished—no one wishing the specie when the Treasury note should 
be able to command it and worth the same amount. Such, but for 
this silver bill, would, in my opinion, have been the result long before 
next January; but for this ominous silver bill, by which a debased 
coin is to be made a legal tender in the payment of all debts and 
demands, both of the Government and individuals. This, as it will 
reduce the greenbacks to the level of silver and drive all gold from 
the country, will, in my opinion, put off for years the resumption of 
specie payments, even in the proposed debased coin, and compel us to 
travel again over the same toilsome road we had already gone over, 
and leave us five or ten years hence further from real, honest resnump- 
tion, than but for the passage of such a bill, we would be to-day. 

We shall never have a condition of things in which capital will 
seek investment in large business enterprises, creating a demand for 
labor and securing living prices to laborers, until we get back to 
specie payments upon a fair and proper basis; so that paper shall be 
based upon coin and redeemable in it at the option of the holder, 
nor until the coinage of the country shall have the real and substan- 
tial value for which it is made a tender. And, being a commercial 
nation, that value must correspond with the market value in the 
countries with which our trade is principally carried on. 

Doubtless the making it a legal tender for amounts above its real 
value may, by creating a greater demand for it, make it pass here at 
home, in matters of purchase and sale, slightly above its real market 
value, and but slightly, except for mere change in very small sums, 
But this slight additional value, which is wholly fictitious, will cease 
at the national boundary, going only at its market value beyond. 
And for any large sums, there never was a greater fallacy than to 
suppose that the coining of silverand the law declaring its standard 
value, can make it pass, as a medium of exchange, in matters of pur- 
chase and sale, to any considerable extent, even 1 per cent. above its 
bullion value, adding the cost of coinage. Such has been the ex- 
perience of the world, and sach it will betothe end. Money in large 
sims must be an equiralent as well as a measure or representative of 
value. And to hold otherwise would be to hold thata piece of leather 
or wood, having a Government stamp of value upon it, would be 


just as good as gold or silver stamped with the same value. It is not 


the stamp, but the value of the metal stamped, which gives it circu- 
lation and makes it a representative of value. 

The fact that our fractional or subsidiary coin, which is a legal 
tender to the amount of $5, passes readily at its nominal value, 
though of so low a standard as 385.8 grains to the dollar, does not 
prove that the same rule would hold as to large sums. It is the ne- 
cessity for small change and the convenience of this subsidiary coin 
for that purpose, which give it an element of value beyond the real 
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value of the metal in it. By common consent, all being wi] 

cept it for its convenience in small or trifling sums; it pass nen . 
among all and without actual loss to any—the difference 
small transactions being but a mere trifle. But if offered jy 
of large sums on a purchase, say, of $100 or $1,000, the 
very serious, and no man feeling any confidence that others would be 
likely to submit to such a loss will consent to submit to such : “e 
himself. The experience of the world shows that, in large sums o.,, 
will not pass readily at a value materially above the cost of }y, 
with the cost of coinage added. 

The Senator from Ohio upon my left, [Mr. THURMAN, ] usually « 
accurate and sound in his reasoning, seems to me to have fallen }; ra 
a fallacy the other day, when he broadly laid down the | san 
that, because the depreciation of silver was caused by its demoyor; 
zation therefore its remonetization in this country (for such was the 
meaning and effect of his argument) would bring it up to its oiq 
standard value before its depreciation. 

Now, this would be sound reasoning enough, perhaps, if tly 
cause of the depreciation was the demonetization in this co, 
alone. In fact, the argument assumes that our demonetizing 
were the sole cause of the depreciation ; and without this the ar n 
ment would be a transparent fallacy. But such is not the truth, as 
I endeavored the other day toshow. Its demonetization in Germany 
in the Scandinavian states, initiatory measures to the same end in 
Holland and in Spain, and the limiting and almost entire stoppage of 
silver coinage by the states comprising the Latin union—all these 
contributed to demonetize and depreciate the value of silver; and al] 
of these taken together contributed certainly much more largely thay 
demonetization here, and more than twice as much. How, then, cay 
remonetization here, while all the other causes continue to operate 
bring the silver up to the same relative value it held before ? 

Mr. President, another fallacy demands notice. Almost all th 


supporters of the pending bill who have spoken upon it here and all 
those who have spoken against it have asserted that silver had since 
1873 largely depreciated, and have assigned for that depreciation its 
demonetization in Germany and other countries of Europe, as well 
as here, as its chief cause; and unless the laws of nature and of 
commerce have recently undergone a radical change, such deprecia 
tion has taken place and from this cause; since it is clear that such 
demonetization must have diminished the demand for silver, while 
its production was increasing, and therefore by the law of supply 
and demand the price in the market must necessatily fall. , 

I do not say that the whole difference in the ratio of value between 
gold and silver which has taken place has been cansed by the depre 
ciation in the value of silver. On the contrary, I admit that the de 
monetization of silver, while it lessened the demand for, and dimin 
ished the market value of that metal, did also, at the same time, 
increase the demand for and therefore the market value of gold. 

But, notwithstanding it is so evident and so generally admitted 
that the demonetization of silver, by checking a demand for it, 
reduced its price and increased the demand for and the price of 
gold, the argument is now started that the whole effect of the demon- 
etization of silver was to leave silver exactly where it was, and to 
elevate the price and value of gold: as if the decreased demand for 
one would not lower its price, while the increased demand for the 
other would increase its price. This has been several times inti 
mated in the course of debate here, and I understood the Senator 
from Wisconsin yesterday in a part of his speech so to intimate, 
though when he came to illustrate his position by his grain compari- 
son, of a bushel of wheat and a bushel of barley, he seemed, uncon 
sciously perhaps, to adinit that the “degraivetization” of the barley 
did depreciate that, as well as increase the price of wheat. 

But to sustain the idea that silver has remained stationary while 
gold has gone up it has been several times asserted that silver, since 
what is called its demonetization, would purchase and will now pur- 
chase just as much as it would before its demonetization. In other 
words, that its purchasing power has not been affected, while that of 
gold has been greatly increased. And this position has been inti- 
mated, though not formally announced in a speech, by the author of 
the majority report of our silver commission, as well as by several 
other advocates of this bill. Now, if this is so, if silver would, all 
along since 1873 and will now purchase just as much as it would be- 
fore, it would not prove nor tend to prove that silver has not depre- 
ciated, unless it can be shown that property has not depreciated in 
price as measured by some fixed, permanent, and reliable standard of 
comparison. For if property has thus depreciated, then it would take 
less to buy it; and the fact that just as much can now be bought with 
the silver as before would only prove that if silver had not depreci- 
ated it would now purchase considerably more than it does to-day. 
On the other hand, if prices of property have not depreciated then 
the bitter complaints of such depreciation so constantly made are all 
false. Any one may select that horn of this dilemma which best suits 
his taste. a 

Now, it is worthy of notice that the author of the majority report 
of the silver commission, as well as the Senator from Wisconsin and 
most of those who maintain this singular proposition, that gold has 
not depreciated, admits the laws of supply and demand as governing 
—. And as this proposition, that silver has not depreciated by 
essening the demand for it, sets the laws of supply and demand at 
detiance, the burden of proof is certainly upon them to establish @ 
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sconosition so contrary to those laws. To sustain their argument, 
the » must find some fixed, prominent, and reliable standard of com- 
arson, and show that, with reference to that, the price of silver has 
! ot depreciated. They cannot take silver as such standard of com- 
parison, because to take this would be merely to reiterate the propo- 
sition instead of proving it. It would be simply assuming as true 
the very thing to be proved. They will not, of course, take gold for 
the standard of comparison, for that, they say, has gone up, and I 
admit it has gone up, just as silver has gone down. Will they take 
vreenbacks? They also have gone up, as all admit. Where, then, is 
the standard by which they can prove a proposition so contrary to 
J] the known laws of supply and demand? Will they take property, 
and, if so, all kinds of property ; and, if not, then what species of 
sroperty f 

mil a n know that the price of the different kinds of property is 
aflected by different causes ; some temporary, for a single season, as 
corn or Wheat or oats. Some seasons the one or the other or all of 
them have nearly proved a failure, and the prices have been high. 
When the seasons have been favorable and the crops large, the prices 
have been lower, and so of other property. Will they take the prices 
of labor? These also tluctuate with supply and demand. No com- 
parison Upon W hich any reliance can be placed, as at all satisfactory, 
can be found. 

Now, what isthe fact? Why, almost all who have spoken in favor 
of this bill, certainly all who have complained of contraction and 
that there was a deficient quantity of currency, have complained, 
and bitterly complained, of the immense shrinkage of values and 
the terrible reduction of prices; and the originator of the silver or 
monetary commission, and the author of its majority report, reiter- 
ates this complaint over and over again. I have not kept the list or 
taken down the words of the other advocates of this bill, who have 
taken this view, and complained of the falling prices and shrinkage 
of values; but I call attention toa few of those contained in the 
report to which I refer, and which are made the basis of much of the 
reasoning of that report in favor of remonetization of silver. 

still another fallacy, Mr. President. The Senator from Wisconsin 
[Mr. Howk] yesterday took the ground that there is no possibility 
of paying the debts of this country, publie and private, in coin; be- 
cause there is not gold and silver enough in the world. He argued 
this point as if a eet be paid in a gross sum and asif the coin 
once used in paying a debt was, in that payment, extinguished and 
could never be used again. And, if such were really the case, no one 
could deny his conclusion, But, first, all the debts are not to be paid 
at once in one gross sum, but they are becoming due in parcels each 
year and for a long succession of years. And, second, the same coin 
which has paid one debt in the morning is capable of paying ten, 
fifteen, twenty, thirty, or even fifty debts of the same amount in the 
same day. Andin the course of thirty years, or even less, $200,000,- 
000 are capable of paying all the debts of the world, public and 
private, if only kept in brisk circulation ; so that there need be no 
fear that there is not gold and silver enough in the world now to 
pay the debts of the world. 

Again, the Senator from Wisconsin says, gold and silver have two 
kinds of value, the bullion value and the tale value; the first gov- 
erned by the market, the last, being coin, by the statute. 

Now if, as from his argument he seemed to wish us to infer, he 
means that a gold or silver coin has, in fact, whatever value the 
statute may declare it to have, so that it have the statute quantity, 
and be made a legal tender, though this may fall largely short of the 
market value of bullion with the cost of coinage added, and if he 
means to apply this to large sums and not merely to purpose of mere 
change, I deny it. And the history of the commercial world for the 
last tive hundred years, at least, sustains the denial. It may pass ut 
its face in the payment of debts, because the creditor is compelled vo 
take that or nothing; but in purchasing power it witl never be much 
above its bullion value with the cost dasenas mlded. 

One more fallacy, Mr. President. The Senator from Wisconsin argued 
that silver, though it should be worth less than gold according to the 
respective standards, as compared with the market value, will not 
keep gold out of circulation, but that both would circulate together. 
Few Senators have been so bold as this in the course of this debate. 
But he proceeds to prove it, and how? Why, with an air of triumph 
and apparent conviction he refers to the fact that even with a paper 
gteenback cireulation gold has not been driven out of the country. 

No, Mr. President, gold has not been driven out of the country. 
But why? Because of one little fact that Senator forgot to mention. 
And that fact is that all duties on imports—an immense sum every 
year—are by law required to be paid and are paid in gold; which 
ho an expects will be the case under this bill. And yet, with this 
law, that Senator well knows the gold has never gone into general 
circulation, but has been used, and necessarily used, almost exclu- 
sively in payment of such duties to the Government, and by the Gov- 
‘rument, in paying the interest on the public debt. Some, it is true, 
has been paid by corporations on gold Seeda issued by corporations, 
but it has formed no part of our general currency in ordinary busi- 
hess transactions, and never could while the greenbacks are a legal 
tender and worth Jess than gold. Neither can silver, though a legal 
tender, while it is worth less than gold. 

Mr. President, I am as anxious for the resumption of specie pay- 
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ments as any man can be, upon any fair and reasonable basis. But I 
want a specie, as the basis of that resumption, which shall be worth 
as much, at least, as the paper currency we now have, which is not 
convertible into specie on demand and is yet worth over 6 per cent. 
more than the coin into which only it can be converted when this bill 
shall become a law. This kind of resumption is a loss to the whole 
country and to the whole people. And all that loss, with all the 
losses to flow from a disturbed and fluctuating currency, will fall in 
the end upon our laboring population, the producers. 

But, now, Mr. President, since it must be quite evident to every 
candid and intelligent man that the present is a very inopportune 
time to attempt to fix the relative value of silver to gold, owing to 
the operation of so many causes to disturb that relation and the un- 
certainty whether those causes will be permanent or temporary, or 
whether these disturbing causes will increase or diminish, and any 
attempt we might make to fix that relative value must result in a 
more or less distant approximation to the true ratio; and since, if we 
fix the standard of silver too high as compared with the relative value 
of the two metals in the market, the silver, being the cheaper 
currency,will expel gold or keep it out of circulation at the very time 
we need it quite as much as we do silver; and especially as,in the 
commercial and financial history of modern times, it has been found 
impossible to fix by law any permanent ratio of value between the 
two metals, so that a greater or less demand for the one or the other 
will increase or diminish, by turns, the relative value of the one as 
compared to the other, thus causing the hoarding or exportation of 
the more valuable according to the market, and the use of the 
cheaper only in circulation for the time being, thus encouraging and 
creating disturbances and speculations in the money market, which 
always operate to the benefit of the capitalist, who can observe and 
study and make himself master of the situation, while all the loss 
ultimately falls upon the laboring people, who have not the time 
to study the question or to observe or profit by such fluctuations 
in view of all these considerations, let us see whether some plan 
cannot be adopted by which all the evils caused by the thuctuations 
in the market of the relative value of the two metals may be ren- 
dered harmless, and each be made a legal tender without limit, and 
by which both can be made to circulate together at all times, with- 
out one having any tendency to drive the other out of circulation ; 
and all this without rendering it necessary to call in the old coins 
already out, or in any respect to alter the coins already authorized 
or others to be authorized. 

All this can be done by leaving the gold coinage, as it is, the legal 
standard and a legal tender, at its present standard value, making 
all our silver coinage and even stamped bullion a legal tender at the 
comparative value which they shall bear to gold in the market; in 
other words, its real value. 

This would be one, and in my opinion, the only perfect mode of 
exercising the constitutional power of “regulating the value of 
money,” so far as our own coinage is concerned. And as this wouhl 
adopt the real and the relative value of each it would certainly be 
a proper exercise of the power; unless we are to hold that Congress 
can only regulate the value of the coin by placing the one or the 
other metal above or below its real value; for such will always be 
the result of fixing them at an arbitrary ratio. 

Upon this point I read from a part of an argument which I made 


here June 29, 1876, upon a similar (but not in details the same) plan; 

A law of this kind adopting the market value at all times of silver coins as com- 
pared to gold would be substantially just in principle to all parties and under all 
circumstances. It could not be unjust even to creditors who had contracted ex 
pressly for gold, because they would receive silver of equal value with the gold, 
and convertible iito gold at their option, and without loss in the same market ; but 
if thought best, contracts expressly for gold, especially with public creditors, might 
be excepted. I am strongly inclined to believe, indeedg am entirely satistied, that 
an act of Congress simply adopting the principle of market value of silver as com- 
pared to gold, and making the silver a legal tender according to that value, would 
ce unobjectionable and in every way practicable im all great centers of business 
and in all the marts of trade. Al! business would readily adjust itself to this 
standard. But for the people generally, not accustomed to deal in money or to 
receive or pay it often or in large sums, and who, therefore, would not be well 
posted as to the market value or the data and modes of ascertaining or calc ane 
the value upon that standard, some frequent and authoritative determination anc 
declaration of such market value of the various silver coins should be made upon 
which they could rely and upon which they could make their own calculations. 
This would involve the necessity of having such authoritative determination and 
declaration made and published at comparatively short periods, to keep up with the 
fluctuations of the market value. And, as already shown, Congress could not thus 
determine and declare this by law oftener than once in a year at the most. But 
great fluctuations might take place within the year. And to prevent great disturb 
ances and speculations in the money market and great injustice and inequality, 
especially in the payment of large sums—if silver is to be made a legal tender for 
sit amamaaans more frequent adjustment of the nominal to the real or market 
value would be required, a sliding scale graduated to much shorter tems than 
years.—Congressional Kecord, Forty-fourth Congress, first session, volume 4, part 
o, page 4227. 

This plan would just as effectually prevent any inordinate demand 
for gold, or any increase in its relative value in the market, and 
reduce its present comparative value, and prevent any depreciation 
of the value of silver, as any law fixing the just ratio between silver 
and gold could accomplish the same end. Perhaps some better plan 
of ascertaining the true relative value, from time to time, might be 
suggested. But that the principle is correct | have no doubt what- 
ever, and I believe all bimetallic countries will yet come to adopt 
the principle in some form. 
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Mr. President, in suy port of that proposition I send to the Chair a 
substitute for the present bill, which Lask to have read 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MircireLy in the chair.) The 


roposed amendment will be read 


lhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 

lar, and in certain cases silver bullion, a legal tender 
r and Ilouse of Representatives of the United States of 
Phat there shall be coined atthe Mint of the United 
ht of 4124 grains each, nino-tenths pure silver 
vices and superscriptions provided by the act of 
Lhe amount of such coinage shall not be less than 

nor i i — millions per month 
2. That the gold coinage of the United States shall remain as at present a 
ndard and measu f value and a legal tender in payment of all debts, public 
i private, at its nominal standard value; but that ie and after the —— day 
in the year Is7%, the subsidiary silver coins of the United States, of all 
dl mninations less than #1, shall be a legal tender for all sums not exceeding 
#10 in any one payment, except as hereinafier provided ; and from and after the 
dat t aforesaid, the silver dollars herein above provided for, together with th« 
silver coins now authorized by law, and silver bullion in bars duly 
my of the United States mints, or at the United States assay office in 
with a stamp showing their weight and fineness, as hereinafter pro 
rether with the trade-dollar, so called, shall be a legal tender in payment 
aceording to the market value as ascertained and declared in the man 
nafter provided of such silver coins and bullion as compared with gold at 


duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, the Treasurer 
Director of the Mint, not morethan five nor less than 

vy of each calondar mouth to determine and declarc 

coins and bullion, which shall be taken as the valuc 

calendar month, according to such market value, which 

: to the market value of bullion, with the cost of coinagi 
case of coins, but not in the case of stamped bullion And in 
such market value, they shall, upon the best information they can 
t the average market value as compared with gold at London, Paris 
1 Europe, and at New York, Philadelphia, and San Francisco, in the 
and upon such determination they shall forthwith transmit to every 
staut treasnrer of the United States, and to cach collector of customs and of 
rnal revenue, and every receiver of public moneys of the United States, such 
termination, giving, according to such value, the value of each of the silver coins 
cents and mills, rejecting fractions of a mill, and of the value of bullion per 
eo troy; and they may use the telegraph for such transmission of their deter 
viion, and shall do so when more than two days would be required for trans 

um by the regular course of mail. And they shall also cause such determina 

to be published in at least one of the daily newspapers in the city of 
neton, and in a daily newspaper, if any, and if not then in some tri 
semi-weekly, or weekly newspaper in tho principal commercial city 

f the States and Territories. And such determination of such values 

wh value as between all private persons o1 
ies as well as between the United States and any other parties. And all 
ors and persons authorized by law to receive money on the part of the United 

s shall, for the calendar month next ensuing, receive such silver coin and 
stamped bullion at the value so determined. They shall also keep a record of 
all its determinations; and a certified copyof such record for any month, signed 
by any one of them and authenticated by the seal of the Treasury Department 
which they are hereby required to give upon request, shall be conclusive evidence 


ot wh value 


i. hat the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to exchange, at 
yption of any holder, in sums not less than $100, any of the ailver coinn herein 
nuwle a legal tender, at their nominal value, for any equal amount of United 
4 notes at their nominal value, which notes shall be retained and canceled 
not again replaced by other notes. And all United States notes redeemed un 
this act shall bo held to be part of the sinking fund provided for by the exist 
law, the interest to be computed thereon as in the case of bonds redeemed 
er the act relating to the sinking fund 

>». ‘That any owner of silver bullion may ak posit the same at the minta, to 

en at its market value as ascertained and publicly announced from time 

1s aforesaid, to be paid for either in silver dollars, or in gold coin, or in 

tod States notes, or bullion for the coinage of such silver dollars may be pro 

din the mode provided for as to other silver coins by section 3526 of the 
ined Statutes of the United States 


snc. 6. That it shall be lawful for the mints at Philadelphia, San Francisco, and 
reson, and the United States assay office in New York to issue to depositors of 
ilver bullion certiticates therefor, which certificates shall be payable at the plac« 
of issue to the depositor or his order in fine silver bars, bearing the stamp of the 
mint or assay office issuing the same, the fiveness of the bullion and its weight 
in troy onnes 3 woll as ‘" value, as last ascertained, as hereiabove provided. 
Lut no certificate shall be fssued for less than one hundred ounces; and any dif 
ference of fractions shall be settled for in silver coin, at such rate as may be deter- 
iined from time to time as aforesaid 


Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, it will be seen from that bill 
that, instead of my being opposed to silver, I am in favor of its un- 
limited legal tender, in any way which shall be fair to debtor and 
creditor and which will prevent one of the metals from expelling the 
other from circulation ; and fairness as between creditor and debtor 
is secured by that bill, and one metal cannot possibly drive the other 
nut 

Now, if those who are in favor of the silver bill are really in earnest 
and have got the standard high enough—those on our side think they 
have not—here is a principle upon which all might unite. 

Mr. President, there is still another plan which would tend to pre- 
vent fluctuations between silver and gold, if the standard were fixed 
hy act of Congress as nearly as possible according to the true ratio. 
Then any fluctuation in the market value affecting the ratio to any 
extent not over 14 per cent. (which is the cost of coining silver) could 
bo mainly, if not entirely, overcome by a law which should require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to redeem the coin of either metal in that 
of the other at its nominal value, at the option of the holder and in 
sums, say, not less than $100; and the Government in such case could 
lose nothing more than the cost of coinage. But this plan could not 
be applied to the dollar of 4124 grains, as the loss to the Government 
wonld be too considerable 


iteal St 


conclusive evidence of et 


Phe other plan, therefore, which T have just explained, seems to | 


me the only one which would make it proper to issue a dollar of 4124 
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grains; for under this plan, which might be made equally 
to any coin, it is not very material what the precise amount 
in the dollar may be. 


| 
For the sake of bringing about a speedy resumption of sp 
| 


ments I am willing to support the issue of silver dollars. to } 
| a legal tender to any amount at their actual value. | pref 
I have just explained, the sliding seale; but Iam not uny 


rti 


support any bill which shall fix the standard at or near what | 
it ought to be, based upon a calculation of the market valy 
cost of coinage. And here I wish to say that after fixing 24 
the other day, on reflection and looking over the caleulat 


wa 


} 
looking at the quotations, I am inclined to think that it shoy! 
instead of 34 grains, about 29. : 
Mr. ALLISON. Had you not better modify your other amendy 
Mr. CHRISTIANCY. ‘That can be readily done. = 
But because, as I have already said, this is a very unfortunate ¢ 
to attempt to fix an exact standard ratio in number of 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


iT 
any attempt to do so would be based upon probabilities on] 


little better, so far as regards the immediate future, t} 
guess—and therefore, ten chances to one, likely to be wrong 
attempt must be a mere experiment, which may or may not 
well, I think common prudence should induce us to make t 
temporary in its character, and confine its operations, so far as 1 
the requirements to coin the dollars, to one year after its pas 

The experience of one year under any such act would e: 
better to fix a permanent standard. 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President 

Mr. RANSOM. I ask permission of the Senator from Maine, a 
hope the Senator will not object, that I nay introduce three 1 
tions. They are short and all on one subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolutions will be rec 
this time, if there be no objection. 


lub 


THE NORTH CAROLINA COAST. 
Mr. RANSOM submitted the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That tho Secretary of the Treasury be, andl he herob 
report as soon as may be tho present condition and state of efi 
saving service on the coast of North Carolina, and in what respect the s 
judgment needs increase or improvement in order to make the same of t 
est bencfit. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy bo, and he hereby is, directed t 
as soon as may bo any information relative to the disaster of the Murer 
affect the improvement and security of navigation on the coast of North ( 
and in what respects in his judgment greater improvement and security 
attained. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce bo, and it hereby i 
take into consideration the expediency of se improving the inland 1 
tween the waters of Norfolk Harbor and Currituck, Albomarle, and 1 
and also the Cape Fear River, as to furnish a safer and better chant 
between tho States than those now existing. And that said committe 
to report by bill or otherwise. 


The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. RANSOM. I present to the Senate, Mr. President, three reso- 
lutions, distinct in form but intended to accomplish a common object 
and benetit. They are separated because they must be considered hy 
ditferent Departments of the Government. These resolutions have 
been suggested by the recent melancholy loss of the Huron and the 
Metropolis on the coast of North Carolina. The end which I propos 
is of so much general importance that I have thought it proper to 
invoke to its consummation all the legitimate powers of the Govern- 
ment. That end, sir, is no less than the conquest of the perils that 
prevail upon the coast of Hattcras in my own State. I do not under- 
rate the inagnitude of the work which dares to confront the terrors 
of that angry beach. I know that these dangers are the combined 
forces of the sea, the wind, and the shoals in their deadliest shapes. 
But I appreciate the power of this Government exerted for a purpose 
of unmixed beneficence. I appreciate the unmeasured capacities of 
science and the engineer’s skill. I appreciate the advantages of steam, 
of the telegraph, and of all the astonishing improvements in the art 
of navigation. I appreciate what must be the result of the concen- 
trated light of this grand age fixed and steadily held upon these fow 
miles of coast-line, and I have faith that this dread curse to our ships 
and to the ships of all the world will dissolve under it. We now read 
the storm as it rises from the ocean or the mountains a thousand miles 
ahead of itsmarch; we trace the hidden currents of the seas from one 
continent to another; we penetrate the waters of the world with the 
telegraph ; and our graceful yachts, rowed by brave men, fly like sea- 
birds across the Atlantic. But here stands Hatteras—unconquered— 
the great destroyer of vessels and sailors, an ocean Blue Beard lead- 
ing to the chambers of death the white-winged brides of the sea. Here 
in almost our sight, within two hundred miles of this Capitol, in the 
face of all the world, still unshorn of any of his terrors, undisturbed 
in his cruel empire, stands this Triton of the storm powers. Around 
him are the wrecks of three hundred years; the sands at his feet are 
the dust of our fellow-men; the waves upon his bosom are the w ind- 
ing-sheets of the dead; and his bleak-headed beach it seems Is to be 
the eternal monument of desolation. His dark trophies hav been 

| gathered from every land, from the poor Indian’s canoe of bark to the 
| proudest ships of our Navy with the stars at its mast-head ; from Nor- 


] 
i] 


way to Cape Horn, from China to the Thames, all sails have patd his 
' tribute of property and of life. 
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The propositions which I submit to the Senate are designed to en- 
Vict all the necessary and appropriate capacity of the Government in 
»}] its branches to overcome this great obstacle and danger to com- 
I ought not to degrade this question by discussing 
it in the light of cold economy; but I will say that thus considered 
the loss in mere property values on that storm-cursed coast amounts 
yearly to a sum suflicient, if properly used, to make improvements 
that would permanently secure safe navigation around or behind the 
capes. Who can estimate the aggregate loss of what in the last hun- 
dred years has gone down in that restless abyss? We employ our 
valiant Army to hold the Indians on the plains in their peaceful res- 
ervations and we patriotically and wisely expend annually twenty- 
five millions of money for this. But what are the raids of the savages 
to the rage on the capes of Hatteras? We pay out a half million of 
Jollars for a noble war-ship to protect our commerce and our honor 
abroad,and on her first voyage, in an hour after she leaves her port, she 
goes down under the currents of that coast with her burden of young 
and gallant life. Her engines, her compass, her armament, her ma- 
riners, her flag are bafiled all on the boundaries of Hatteras. 

The first resolution is addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury 
because the life-saving service is under the authority of that Depart- 
ment; the second is addressed to the Secretary of the Navy because 
that Department must take a deep interest in what so nearly con- 
cerns its welfare and honor; and the third resolution is to be referred 
to the appropriate committee of Congress for the exercise of what- 
ever legislation in any way may conduce to the general purpose. 

From the reading of the resolutions it will be at once seen that I 
purpose to leave no means untried to accomplish this great improve- 
ment. I know not, sir, what mysterious spell of ruin presides over 
the sad precincts of that devoted spot on the border of my State. It 
may be the hidden currents of the sea still defying human care; it 
may be some eccentric impulse of the Gulf Stream in its world-round 
orbit; it may be the ever-shifting impediments of the land rising up 
against the waters; it may be some strange confluence of the winds 
of heaven breaking the beautiful laws of harmony; but be it what 
it may we know that it is the chance of shipwreck, of death, and of 
sorrow, and for one, recognizing that all the forces of nature are sub- 
ordinate to human power rightly directed, I propose that this Govern- 
crnment shall not relax in its duty until Hatteras Light shall be a 
beacon of safety—not the wreckers’ signal. 

Before I take my seat I desire to say a word in reference to certain 
reports that have gone abroad reflecting on the good name of some 
of our people in that portion of North Carolina in connection with 
the loss of the Huron. These reports ascribe to some of our people 
gross neglect of duty, and the most criminal and infamous violation 
of the laws of hospitality and humanity. When I first read these 
statements in common with all others I was shocked at the alleged 
brutality. But,sir, I could not believe they were true; they were so 
repugnant to the well-known habits and character of that people. 
J f lt it to be my duty to examine the statements and determine if 
possible their truthfulness. I have ascertained that they are without 
foundation; wanton, reckless, malicious, wicked fabrications or the 
grossest exaggerations and distortions of some individual or excep- 
tional instances of wrong. They have been voluntarily denounced 
as false by gentlemen of the highest character, who were present and 
participants in those scenes, some of them citizens of other States. 
And very recently at a large public meeting of the good citizens of 
Currituck County, the dined scene of their outrages, attended also 
by gentlemen of the surrounding country of the highest intelligence 
and character, these statements have been justly stigmatized and 
branded as calumnies and slanders without mitigation. The pro- 
ceedings of that meeting have already been read in the House of 
Representatives by the able and faithful Representative of that dis- 
trict, and have been printed in the Recorp. They are the truthful 
and manly expressions of a good people justly incensed at a great 
wrong. Among the gentlemen ie participated in and addressed 
that meeting were those who bore witness to their good name. Sir, 
I know the people who live on that sea-and-wind-ridden beach. As 
in all other communities there doubtless are among them individuals 
whose actions all good men condemn; but as a community, asa peo- 
ple, they are honest, truthful, virtuous, and humane. I believe that 
the people of Currituck County, North Carolina, in all the qualities 
that constitute honorable men and good citizens compare favorably 
with the people of any county in the Union. However unnecessary 
it may be, sympathizing as I do in their sensibility, it gives me a 
heartfelt pleasure to bear my testimony to their eminent virtues as a 
people. I hope the Senate will pardon these allusions. 

Mr. President, I ask that the resolutions be considered separately. 

The resolutions were considered seriatim, and agreed to. 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS, 


Mr. BLAINE, Mr. President—— 
Mr. TELLER. If the Senator will yield to me a moment I will 
state that yesterday I offered an amendment to the pending bill. I 
desire to withdraw it soas not to incumber the bill, and I will pre- 
sent it in a different shape at a different time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is withdrawn. 
P Mr. HAMLIN. With the consent of my colleague, I move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 


meres and life. 


Ve 


| confine those already coined to the purposes for which they were intende« 


sideration of executive business. After twenty-seven minutes spent 
in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at four o’clock and 
fifty-two minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, February 6, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. Harrison. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


ADMISSION THE FLOOR. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, submitted 


the following resolution; which wasread, and referred to the Commit 
tee on the Rules: 


To 


Resolved, That the rules of this House be so amended as to extend the pri 
of the tloor of the Llouse to the commissioners of th« 
time being. 


es 
District of Columbia for the 


CHEROKEE NATION OF INDIANS, 
Mr. CRAVENS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 


preamble and resolution, which were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs: 


Whereas it appears by a report of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the House 
of Representatives, Miscellaneous Document No. 18, Forty-tifth Congress, first 
session, that ‘‘a considerable portion of the educational fund of the Cherokce 
Nation of Indians is annually diverted to other objects” and that 
half of the children are growing up in ignorance ;" and 

Whereas it appears that, although “the entire fund of said nation amounts to 
over $2,500,000," the interest of which is annually paid to said tribe, th« nation 
has incurred a debt of several hundred thousand dollars, whose evidences in ditto 
ent shapes are sold from twenty-five to fifty cents on a dollar ;”’ and 

Whereas it appears that “an expenditure which sometimes reaches $25,000 per 
year is made for the support of delegates at Washington ;"’ and 

Whereas it appears from the same report that ‘ the Chickasaw Nation expends 
over $46,000 for education, but refuses to make any appropriation for the education 
of part of said tribe ;” and 

Whereas it appears from the sam¢ report that ‘all of the tribes of the Indian 
Territory have large funds held in trust for them by the United States, the inter- 
est of which is annually paid to the nations,” and that “no accounts are over fur 
nished to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of the manner in which the money 
is expended, nor are any accounts published in the nation: Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs bo, and is hereby, instructed to 
make an investigation into the manner of the distribution of said funds, and 
whether any portion thereof has been and is being exponded in the support of the 
delegates at Washington, and, if so, how much, and the effect the annual appropria 
tions in behalf of said Indians have had in regard to their real advance in civiliza 
tion ; and said committee shall have power to send for yx sand papers and to 
correct such abuses as may be found, and report by bill or otherwise. 


TRADE-DOLLARS. 

Mr. PEDDIE. I ask unanimous consent to offer for reference to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency the preamble and resolu- 
tion which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


nearly one 


raon 


Whereas the coin known as the trade-dollar is being refused by the post offices 
( 


and national banks and only taken by the merchants and brokers at a 
8 or 10 per cent., causing great inconvenience and loss among the peop! 
tore 

Be it resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instrneted to stop the further 
coinage of the trade-dollar and that he will use every effort within hi 


COU 


t of 
lhere- 


Py ion. 

The SPEAKER. To what committee does the gentleman propose 
to refer this resolution ? 

Mr. PEDDIE. To the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

The SPEAKER. it properly belongs to the Committee on Cojnaga, 
Weights, and Measures. 

Mr. PEDDIE. Very well. I desire to make an explanation. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. PEDDIE. I ask the permission of the House that I may make 
an explanation. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 


What is proposed to be done with the resolution ? 
The SPEAKER. 


It is offered for reference. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Debate would not be in order. 

Mr. PEDDIE. I ask unanimous consent to be allowed two minutes 
to make a statement. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Very well. I do not object. 

There was no further objection. 

Mr. PEDDIE, I understand that this trade-dollar was never in- 
tended to be put in circulation in our country. It was coined 
expressly for exportation to those countries where silver is used. 
Now, sir, about a week ago an order was issued to the postmasters 
throughout the country not to receive the trade-dollar, as it was not 
a legal-tonder and consequently would not be received at the national 
banks. Notwithstanding this dollar is a better dollar than the 
Government silver dollar, yet on account of the issuing of this order 
it is subjected to a discount of 8 or 10 percent. This isa great hard- 
ship and occasions inconvenience and distress to our workingmen. 
These dollars are sent by kegs and boxes to Wall street and sold at 
adiscount. A great injustice is thus inflicted upon the people. I think 
the Government of the United States ought not to issue any dollars 
which they will not take themselves, and I hope the House will take 
this into serious consideration and not allow the people to be wronged 
in this way. 
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Mr. BRIGHT. That trade-dollar was demonetized by the joint 
resolution of 1876. We have nothing to do but remonetize the trade- 
dollar and it will be all right. 

The preamble and resolution were referred to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

IMPROVEMENT OF SAINT CROIX RIVER. 

Mr. POUND, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

] lred, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, requested to transmit 

this House, at his earliest convenience, so much of the letter of his predecessor 
addressed to the Forty-third Congress, bearing date February 8, 1875, as re lates to 
the examination and improvement of the Saint Croix River in the States of Min- 
neseta aml Wisconsin, together with such renewed and other recommendations 
aud other papers relating thereto as he may deem proper. 

SCHOONER C. & C. BROOKS. 
Mr. BLISS, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
IL. R. No. 106) referring to the Court of Claims the claim against 
the United States for damage done to the schooner C. & C. Brooks; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY COMMISSION, 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, introduced a 
joint resolution (H.R. No. 107) authorizing the President of the United 
States to invite an international mopetary commission, to consider 
and recommend a uniform ratio or relative valua‘ion in the coinage 
and legal tender of gold and silver; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
ures, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE BARBER. 


Mr. DAVIS, of California, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(Hl. R. No. 3074) to provide for the payment of salary due George 
Barber, formerly assistant light-house keeper at San Benito, Califor- 
nin, deceased ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

CHANGES OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. BRIGHT, by unanimous consent, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back the following petitions and bills, and the committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of the same and they 
were referred to the Committee on War Claims: 

A petition for the relief of Miss Amanda Stokes ; 

A petition of Charles Fair, late lieutenant-colonel Fifty-fourth 
United States Colored Volunteers, for relief; 

The bill (H. R. No. 2600) for the relief of Alfred Hunter, of Ver- 
sailles, Indiana; and 

Phe bill (H. R. No. 2514) to refer the claim of Hiram W. Love, of 
the State of Lowa, to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. BRIGHT also asked unanimous consent that the Committee of 
Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. 
Rt. No, 2150) for the relief of E. W. Blackinton, postmaster at Black- 
inton, Massachusetts, and that the same be referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT also asked unauimous consent that the Committee of 
Claims be discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. 
K. No, 2175) for the relief of Julia E. Seeley, postmistress at Great 
Darrington, Massachusetts, for stamps stolen from her office, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post- Roads. 

The SPEAKER. These bills belong to the Committee of Claims, 
and it is the duty of the Chair to direct the attention of the House 
to the matter because the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads is asking to be discharged from the consideration of claims of 
similar character. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Permit me to say that these are reported back by 
request, and that the Committee of Claims has no objection to taking 
jurisdiction of these bills and reporting upon the merits of the claims. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the change of reference 
will be made. 

Mr. HALE. I object. 

Mr. BRIGHT, Then I withdraw the papers. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE HARBOR OF SAN LUIS OBISPO. 

Mr. PACHECO, by unanimous consent, presented a joint resolution 
from the Legislature of the State of California, asking an appropria- 
tion of money from the General Government for the improvement of 
the harbor of San Luis Obispo, in the suid State; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


IMPROVEMENT OF TILE HARBOR OF CRESCENT CITY. 


Mr. PACHECO also, by unanimous consent, presented a joint 
resolution from the Legislature of the State of California, asking for an 
appropriation for the general improvement of the harbor of Crescent 
City, Del Norte County, in the State of California, and also asking an 
appropriation of $10,000, to improve the navigation of Smith River, in 
said county and State; and the same was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MOKELUMNE RIVER. 


Mr. PACHECO also, by unanimous consent, presented a joint reso- 
lution from the Legislature of the Stete of California, asking for an 
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appropriation of $20,000 from the General Government for +}, 
provement of the navigation of Mokelumne River; which w 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. MULDROW, by unanimous consent, introduced a bi!) ILR 

No. 3075) to make the Department of Agriculture an Executiy, De 

partment of the United States Government ; which was read 

and second time, referred to the Committee on Agriculture, 
dered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSOURI RIVER. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I ask unanimous consent to present resolutions 
from the Board of Trade of Kansas City, Missouri, asking for ay »), 
propriation for improving the Missouri River, and I ask that ti. 
resolutions be referred to the Committee of Commerce and be printe| 
in the Recorp. R 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missonri [Mr. Fraxgriyy) 
asks that the resolutions be printed in the Recorb. Is there objec. 
tion? . 

Mr. FOSTER. I object. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
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HEIRS OF HENRY MALLERY. 


Mr. EVANS, of Indiana, by unanimous consent, introduced a }j)] 
(H. R. No. 3076) for the relief of the minor heirs of Henry Mallery, 
deceased, late a private in Company A, Twentieth Illinois Voluy.- 
teers ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Coy. 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY A. GIBSON, 

Mr. WARD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (II. R. No, 
3077) for the relief of Mary A. Gibson, and for granting her a pensio 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. ; 


POSTMASTER AT PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND. 
Mr. LANDERS. I hold in my hand the petition of J. H. Kendric} 


and 67 other citizens of Providence, Rhode Island, asking for investi- 
gation into the charges against Charles R. Brayton, postmaster at 
said city, and I ask that it be read, as it charges gross misconduct o 
the part of this postmaster at Providence. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let it be referred to a committee, but do not let 
us cumber onr RECORD with it. 

Mr. LANDERS. I move that the petition be referred to the ( 
mittee on Civil Service Reform. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I think it should go to the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman marked upon the back of the pe- 
tition that it should be referred to the Committee on Civil Service 
Reform. 

Mr. EAMES. It may just as well be sent there as anywhere else. 

Mr. BUTLER. And better too. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Civil Service Re 
form. 

Mr. LANDERS. I also present three affidavits that I wish to ac- 
company the petition. 

The aflidavits were referred to the committee. 

TESTIMONY ON MEXICAN RELATIONS. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER, by unanimous consent, snbmitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be authorized to have the « 
dence taken by them in the investigation of Mexican relations under the several 
resolutions of the House printed, as also their report on the same. 


WRECK OF THE STEAMER METROPOLIS. 


Mr. COX, of New York, presented the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to investigate the 
cause and circumstances attending the wreck of the steamer Metropolis and the 
conduct of the life-saving service in connection therewith, and also to examine 
and report upon the necessity of legislation to prevent unseaworthy and improp 
erly laden vessels from going to sea. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I would like to make a statement in ref- 
erence to this resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. — 

Mr. COX, of New York. I would not ask the attention of the 
House fora single moment if this object were not more precious than 
the taxation on tobacco and whisky, inasmuch as the recent disaster 
might have been avoided and the loss of life prevented. A bill upon 
this subject is now pending before the Committee on Commerce, 
which has had some consideration. The investigation proposed by 
this resolution would tend to throw some light upon the necessit yof 
the adoption of some measure by Congress. But Congress 1s scolded 
by the public press a good deal and harsh criticisms have been mae 
upon the life-saving service, and an investigation is due to the trade, 
to those who build and own ships and to the men who go down to 
the sea in ships. . 

I hope that a subject of this importance will receive the attention 
of the committee, a most admirable committee it is ; that the chair- 
man of the committee will give his attention to it. I hope this res- 
lution will tend to some prompt and decisive action on this most Ml- 
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ortant matter. I thank the House for giving me their attention 
upon this subject. 
? WOMAN SUFFRAGE, 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 ask unanimous consent to submit for adoption at 
this time the resolution I send to the Clerk’s desk ; aud then I ask 
consent to say a word as to its object. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the Speaker shall adjourn the House at three o'clock this after- 

son, and immediately after give the use of the Hallof the House to Mrs. Isabella 
1 -ocher Hooker, for the purpose of delivering an argument upon the constitutional 
ebt of all women citizens of the United States to vote upon the same terms as 
meu, and invite members to attend and take part in this ceremony. 

Mr. EDEN and others objected. 

Mr. BUTLER. Object to what ; to the resolution or to the speech ? 
The resolution isa good one; the speech may not be a good one. I 
ask that it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Is there 
objection to that ? ; 

Chere being no objection, the resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

MARGARET M. CARRIGAN, 


Mr. BACON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
9073) granting a pension to Margaret M. Carrigan; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. HARRISON. I rise to a privileged question. I am not dis- 
posed to use the privilege of the House for the purpose of refuting 
anything that appears in a newspaper relating to myself only; but 
when a newspaper article attacks a committee of this House, and 
particularly one over which I have the honor to preside, and mis- 
jeads members on this floor, I feel it my duty to correct it. I find in 
a morning paper an article headed “The Polk Investigation, which 
jooks very much like a star-chamber proceeding.” Inter alia, it pro- 
ceeds to state that— 

rhe solemn committee sits with closed doors and only permits information to 
leak through the key-hole Do these gentlemen intend to mix a nice lot of white- 
wash in the dark or are they engaged in a conspiracy to rnin the character of an 
innocent man, that will not bear the light of day? Both of these constructions have 
been placed upon their action in excluding representatives of the press from the 
sacred precincts of their high court of inquiry. 

I wish merely to state for the information of this House that the 
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service, now making this investi- 
gation, at its first meeting held to investigate this matter, resolved 
that its investigation should be open to the public. We have ex- 
cluded no one. We cannot admit all of the press because the room 
is not sufliciently large. If the door has been closed, it was to stop 
a hole to keep the wind away and not to exclude any one. We were 
willing to admit any one requesting admission; but no one has asked 
for admission and been refused, and there have been persons present 
who were not members of the committee. There is no disposition to 
anything like secrecy. Everything will be open and no one gentle- 
man on that committee is disposed to act otherwise than to do fair 
and equal justice to all the parties interested. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman tell us from what paper he 
has read? 

Mr. HARRISON. You can read it. It is in the Washington Post 
of this morning, the so-called organ of the democratic party in Wash- 
ington, which, if it had been as industrious in ascertaining the truth 
as it has been in promulgating a misstatement, would not have been 
led into this error. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. What authority has the gentleman 
for saying it is the organ of the democratic party ? 

Mr. HARRISON. 1 take that back. 


REFUND OF TONNAGE TAX. 


Mr. WILSON. I have been directed by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs to report back with amendments House bill No. 1118, to amend 
section 2931 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, so as to al- 
low repayment by the Secretary of the Treasury of the tonnage tax 
W here it has been exacted in contravention of treaty provisions. 

The bill, as proposed to be amended, was read, as follows : 

Be it enacted, de., That the provisions of section 2931, of chapter 63, title 34, of the 
Revised Statutes shall not apply to cases of the payment of tonnage tax on ves- 
sels where the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the Treasury shall be satis- 
fied that the exaction of such tax was in contravention of treaty provisions; and 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall draw his warrant for the refund of the tax so 
illegally exacted, as is provided in section 3012} of said statutes: Provided, how- 
ever, That no claim shall be considered or paid under the provisions of this act for 
payments made prior to the Ist day of June, 1862. 

Mr. WILSON. I am instracted by the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs to ask that this bill be considered at this time. 

= SPRINGER. If it will give rise to much discussion I must 
Object. 

Mr. WILSON. It will not take more that three or four minutes. 

Mr. GARF IELD. I give notice that I must call for the regular 
order after this bill has been disposed of. 

Mr. WILSON. For the last eight years our collectors at the port 
of New York and at other ports have been collecting tonnage dues 
from the Norwegian line of steamships and the Belgium and perhaps 
other lines of steamships; and the Committee on Foreign A fairs are 
uuanimously agreed that such collections have been made in direct 
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violation of existing treaty provisions between this Government and 
those governments. This report is concurred in by the Attorney 

General, Secretary of State, and the Secretary of the Treasury. A 
similar bill was reported unanimously by the committee of the Senate 
at the last session, and it passed that body without a dissenting voice. 
I now call the previous question. 

Mr. CONGER. What is the amount involved in this bill? 
is the amount which would be refunded under it? 

Mr. WILSON. It is ascertained that some $6,400 have been col- 
lected from the Norwegian line of steamers in violation of treaty obli- 
gations, 

Mr. CONGER. In reference to the payment of tonnage duties in 
violation of treaty obligatious, the gentleman makes his bill relate 
back to 1862. 

Mr. WILSON. It relates back to 1862. 
offered in the Senate. 
to 1862, 
House. 

Mr. CONGER. I venture to say there will be thousands of cases 
under that law sent to the Treasury for repayment of tonnage duties. 

Mr. WILSON. I did not hear the gentleman. 

Mr. CONGER. I judge from my knowledge of small cases upon our 
northern frontier thousands of cases will be brought to the Secretary 
of the Treasury for the refund of tonnage duties claimed to have 
been paid in violation of treaty stipulations. This bill proposes in 
the discretion of two officers and their examination they shall have 
the authority to draw from the Treasury without any consideration 
by any court or by Congress this money. The gentleman finds but 
six or seven thousand dollars due. I venture to say it will amount 
to hundreds of thousands of dollars between 1862 and now where it 
is claimed tonnage duties, either in part or in whole, have been de- 
manded and paid in violation of the spirit of the letter of treaties. 
I have had occasion to examine the question somewhat and it seems 
to me this is giving broad authority upon a subject which is very 
little understood by the House. 

Mr. WILSON. I cannot speak as to the amount. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Will the gentleman from West Vir- 
ginia allow me a moment ? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. This particular matter—and I hope I 
may have the attention of the gentleman from Michigan a momen t—— 

Mr. CONGER. Certainly. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. This particular matter was before 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the Forty-fourth Congress, and 
I was chairman of the subcommittee which had charge of it. I in- 
vestigated the amount of claims which had been presented in the 
State Department. I found, as the gentleman from West Virginia 
has stated, the amount was comparatively small. I venture, how- 
ever, a suggestion to the gentleman from Michigan and to the gen- 
tleman from West Virginia, that all difficulty in the case will be 
cured by limiting the applicstiou of the bill to claims already pend- 
ing before the State Department. 

Mr. CONGER. I understand this bill authorizes the consideration 
of claims which have been presented to the Secretary of the Treasury 
for refund of tonnage duties since 1562. 

Mr. WILSON. I will correct the gentleman. The Secreary of 
the Treasury, Mr. Bristow, has reported to this House he was clearly 
satisfied the money paid by the steamship company was in violation 
of treaty obligations. In that he was sustained by Mr. Fish, Secre- 
tary of State, and also by the opinion of the Attorney-General. He 
was also sustained by the unanimous report of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs of this House, and by the unanimous report of the com- 
mittee in the Senate, which body passed a bill similar to this one. 

Mr. CONGER. That was a special case; but the gentleman now 
provides a general law. If he will limit it to $7,000, or $10,000, or 
$20,000, I will go with him. 

Mr. WILSON. We cannot do that for the obvions reason that the 
bill provides for changing a section of the Revised Statutes. The 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] is in error when he supposes 
it was a special bill that passed the Senate. It was the duplicate of 
this bill. 

Mr. CONGER. Unless the gentleman makes a limit, in my judg- 
ment it will cover hundreds of thousands of dollars 

Mr. WILSON. The bill should pass just as it is. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman to make a limit. 

Mr. WILSON. In point of time it is limited to 1562. Tht commit- 
tee amends the section of the Revised Statutes so as to make it gen- 
eral in its operation, and it cannot be limited in amount. If these 
parties had given notice within ten days there would have been 
no necessity for the intervention of Congress. . 

Mr. CONGER. I know that; and it is because of the laches of 
these parties they are now permitted years afterward to make these 
claims when they might have protected themselves if they had been 
diligent in time. 

Mr. WILSON. These parties have been demanding this refund 
for years at the Treasury Department without success. I now de- 
mand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The amendments of the committee were agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then read. 


What 


It had no limitation when 
Mr. CONKLING proposed it should date back 
We have adopted that provision in the bill before the 
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Mr. BUTLER. I ask that the section of the Revised Statutes of 
which this is amendatory be read. 
Phe Clerk read as follows: 


e entry of any vessel, or of any merchandise, the docision of the 

oms at the port of importation and entry, as to the rate and 

be paid on the tonnage of such vessel or on such merchan 

ible costs and charges thereon shall be final and conclusive 

ms interested therein, unless the owner, master, commander, or 

ve 1, in the case of dutics levied on tonnage, or the owner, im- 

yuee, or agent of the merchandise, in the case of duties levied on 

or the costs and charges thereon, shall, within ten days after the 

ent and liquidation of the duties by the proper oflicers of the customs, 

llin cases of merchandise entered in bond as for consumption, give notice 

i riting to the collector on each entry, if dissatisfied with his decision, set- 
ting forth therein, distinetly and specifically, the grounds of his objection thereto, 
|, within thirty days after the date of such ascertainment and liquidation, 

I he Secretary of the Treasury Tie decision of the Secretary 

| be final Y l, or merchandise, or 
ves, shall be liable to duty accordingly, unless suit shall be brought 

lays after the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury on such ap 

wy duties which shall have been paid before the date of such decision on 
easel, or on such merchandise, or costs or charges, or within ninety days 
the payment of duties paid after the decision of the Secretar No sui ll 


und conclusive; and such vessel, 


tains din any court for the recovery of any duties alleged to have been « 
r illegally exacted until the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury 
been first had on such appeal, unless tho decision of the Secretary shall 
ol] more than ninety days from the date of such appeal in case of an entry 
port east of the Rocky Mountains, or more than five months in case of an 
ry west of those mountains 

Mr. BUTLER. Would the point of order lic that this appropriates 
money and therefore must have its first consideration in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole? 

Mr. WILSON. The point of order comes too late. 

Mr. CONGER. Task the Chair if the point of order made by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts comes too late. 
rhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. But- 
LER] raises the point of order that this bill takes money out of the 
Treasury. The Chair believes it does. The amount he cannot state; 
but it certainly takes some money out of the Treasury, and if the 
point of order had been taken in time the Chair would have ruled 
that it was well taken and that it would carry the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to call the attention of the Speaker to the 
fact that the title of the bill gave no notice that it would take money 
from the Treasury. 

The SPEAKER. The whole bill was read and then the discussion on 
the bill took place, And gentlemen will remember that the bill was 
brought before the House by unanimous consent, the request for 
which was very distinctly made by the gentleman from West Vir- 

nia and repeated by the Chair. The House was not certainly off 

guard with reference to this bill, for it was read at length. 

Mr. BUTLER. It should be understood that many hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of these claims are sixteen years old. 

Mr. CONGER. The Speaker will remember that he asked for con- 
sent and while that was pending and no objeetion having been made 
the bill was ordered to be read, and I supposed the usual custom 
would have been followed of asking consent after its provisions were 
understood from the reading. However I do not insist on the point 
of order now, as I think it is rather too late. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order is too late. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to make one remark. Under the statute as 
it now exists the Secretary of the Treasury alone has the power to 
pay the money out of the Treasury without regard to any legislation 
if the protest is filed in ten days and the appeal is taken. The only 
object of the bill is to give those parties who have been compelled to 
pay the dues improperly the benefit of waiver of those ten days’ 
notice, If the Government has got into its possession money belong- 
ing to other parties by fraud, accident, or mistake, I say that the Gov- 
ernment is bound, is in honor bound, to refund it. 

Mr. CONGER. Let me answer that. The law as it now stands 
gives ten days within which to file a protest and ninety days to begin 
a suit and findaremedy. The present bill takes away from that class 
of cases all the advantages of the present provisions of the law. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move to recommit the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks he should now admit this motion 
under the circumstances of the unanimous consent being obtained, as 
fair to all sides. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I hope the gentleman from Massachusetts 
will waive that for a moment until I havea chance to say something. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is now prevailing. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to reconsider the vote by which the pre- 
vious question was seconded and the main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. It has already been partly executed. The amend- 
ments of the committee have been agreed to under the operation or 
the main question, as the gentleman trom Michigan will recollect. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chair simply asked if there were objections 
to the amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that,in the absence of objection, 
the amendments would be considered as agreed to. The motion of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts is allowed as fair. He moves to 
recommit the bill 

Mr. CONGER,. I wish to ask the Chair if we cannot reach my 
motion by reconsidering the vote by which the amendments were 
adopted ? 
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The SPEAKER. The bill is now under the operation of {} 
vious question. 

Mr. CONGER. My point is that we may follow back the 
steps we have taken. Before we can reach the reconsideratj 
vote ordering the main question, we can retrace the stens 
already taken by reconsidering them. : 

Mr. BURCHARD. The main question will exhanst itself on 
engrossment. F 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise for the purpose of calling up a privileg 
question the contested-election case of Wigginton rs. Pacheco, — 

The SPEAKER. There is a question already before the ]| 

Mr. SPRINGER. This is something of higher privilege thay ¢ 
question before the House; and when this bill was reported | 
tinctly stated that if it should provoke discussion I would 
the contested-clection case. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman was not entitled to give ¢ 
to the reporting of this bill conditionally. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I claim the floor on a question of higher 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been ordered 0) 
grossment and third reading of the bill, and it cannot now ly 
rupted. 

The Chair was in some doubt whether the motion to reco) 
pending the operation of the main question, was in order; and }y. 
was also in doubt as to the power of the gentleman from Michigan 
to move to reconsider the vote by which the amendments wer 
to by the House, becanse of the fact that the main question was 0; 
dered up to the engrossment and third reading of the bill. Af 
that the operation of the main question would be exhausted, and t] 
the gentleman from Michigan or the gentleman from Massach 5 
would certainly have a remedy by moving to commit the bill i 
allowed. 

Mr. CONGER. My right will be preserved ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will preserve every right of the gon 
tleman and will recognize him when he can properly do so. 

Mr. SAYLER. Then the Chair rules that the motion to reco: 
cannot be made pending the operation of the previous questio: 

The SPEAKER. Not strictly pending the operation of tho 1 
question, and not until that has been exhausted. 

Mr. SAYLER. That unquestionably has been always the ruli 
of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. That has been the uniform ruling hereto 
The remedy, however, is very plain. The moment the operati 
the main question is exhausted then the Chair will recognize th 
motions, as they are both privileged motions, but they should p: 
the demand for the previous question. The question is on the engr 
meut and third reading of the bill as amended. 

The bill, asamended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 1 

Mr. WILSON. I move the previous question on the passage of 
bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the bill be recommitted to the 
mittee. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I wonld like to know if debate is in order 
upon this motion? 

The SPEAKER. It is on the motion to commit. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I would like to make an explanation to 
House, I have been on a subcommittee of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs together with the gentleman from West Virginia, [| Mr. Wu 
SON, ] and have therefore paid a great deal of attention to this mat 
ter, and I would like to say to the House that the only effect of this 
bill is to change that feature of the existing law which demands that 
the protest shall be made within ten days after the payment of tl 
taxes, and then excludes all further demands after the ten days hav: 
passed. The only purpose of the bill is tochange the law in that pai 
ticular where treaties are concerned. Let me illustrate it. 

There is a treaty with the Norwegian government which contains 
a provision that if hereafter a treaty in regard to the duty on vessels 
more favorable than that made with the Norwegian government shal! 
be made with some other power the Norwegian government shall 
be entitled to all those sivilemee which the new treaty grants. Such 
a treaty has been made with Belgium, and the Hanseatic League 
is entitled to the privileges conferred by those treaties upon thoi 
going into operation. The Norwegian government was entitled to 
all the privileges granted by those treaties. ; 

The Secretary of State failed to give these powers notice of it, and 
they did not get notice, and certainly every gentleman will admit 
that they could not receive notice in ten days. When they did get 
notice a year or two afterward, they put in their claims, and now 
the question is whether the tax should be refunded. No one wil! say 
that these European governments could receive notice in ten days 50 
as to comply with the law. This limitation of ten days was intended 
to apply only to the payment of ordinary taxes and not to payments 
made under treaties, because it is impossible for foreign governments 
to comply with the requirements of the law. ae 

In the second place the present law gives the entire jurisdiction to 
one oflicer alone, the Secretary of the Treasury. We improved it by 
adding to him the Secretary of State, and hereafter, instead of leay 
this matter to be decided exclusively by the Secretary of the l'reas- 
ury, we propose that it shall be decided jointly by the Secretary of the 
Treasury and Secretary of State. 


Call 


privileg 
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UTLER. I do not desire to antagonize this bill if there is no 
cor in it, but it seems to me that there isa great deal of danger in 
I belie ve that it relieves for sixteen years the statute of limitation 
1 class of claims, and it applies to the tonnage of every ship that 
-pyer come into our ports and paid tonnage dues. 
tonnage dues Within ten days a protest can be made and then the 
marty may yo into court and prove his case, if he has any, but here 
|| provides not only that the ten-day limitation shall be ex- 
ended to sixteen years, but instead of sending the party to the 
ourts it sends him to the Secretary of the Treasury to adjudicate 
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; oa other. There is frequently a clause in a treaty that a par- 
ticular nation shall be treated as the most favored nation, and there- 
fore all nations when they come in and make a new treaty with us, 
when they think there is a treaty more favorable to some other na- 
tion, insist on having the rights under this new treaty that are 
granted by that treaty with the favored nation. 
~ We are asked to go back and give them sixteen years in which to 
press their claims. I should be little inclined to give them any 
right in the future, but I do not desire to vote for a proposition that 
will take unknown thousands—hbundreds of thousands—of dollars 
out of the Treasury. Norway will not get much, but Russia, ’rance, 
ud England all have claims of this sort; and Russia to a very large 
amount. 
Now, unless the gentlemen will show me that they have examined 
the matter and can tell or can give any evidence from either the 
State or Treasury Department how much these claims amount to or 
will amount toif you go back sixteen years, I am not willing to 
yote for the bill. Very few of these claims are filed in the State De- 
partment, because it is not the business of the State Department to 
dea] with them, excepting diplomatically ; but they are filed in the 
Treasury Departineut and a great many of the claims have not been 
filed because there was no use in filing them, but they run back to 
the year 152. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. They will come thick enough 
when they have a chance, 

Mr. BUTLER. These claims will come up under a number of treat- 
ies and 1 do not know how much they will amount to. Now,if the 
friends of the bill have taken the pains to examine the matter and 
can give me some idea of what they will amount to, I shall be glad. 

Now I have no objection to passing a claim in the case of a given 
ship, but L object to making the rule general, and in an economic 
louse whose motto is “economy” I object to opening the door of 
the Treasury without knowing how wide we open it. That is a thing 
which I eannot conceive the propriety of doing. 

I would not antagonize the able Committee on Commerce if they 
had yot that information; if they had applied to the Secretary of 
Stote, the Secretary of the Treasury, or anybody else and obtained 
the information. Coming from a commercial State I know that this 
isa very important matter and that a very large amount is involved. 
lam afraid of it without more investigation, and therefore I have 
moved to recommit the bill to the Committee on Commerce, not for 
the purpose of killing the bill, but in order that they may come in 
with a report showing the amounts. 

The SPEAKER. ‘This bill is reported from the Committee on For- 
eign Aflairs. 

Mr. BUTLER. What on earth has the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs got to do with this bill? What right have they to consider 
matters relating to the Treasury and involving private claims? I 
am sure I am against it, without any offense to the gentlemen on 
that committee. Whenever I find a bill out of the track where it 
belongs 1 know it has got out of the track for some reason, and I 
always want to know what that reason is. I now yield to the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Porter] for a few minutes. 

Mr. FOSTER. Before the gentleman yields I would like to ask 
him a question. 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. FOSTER. Does not this bill propose to make a permanent 
ae appropriation in payment of this class of claims for all time 

0 comet ° 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly it would, except that the Secretary of 

the Treasury has ruled that there can be no permanent appropriation 
except for the purpose of paying the interest on the public debt. 
_ Mr. POTTER. y motto is not “first for economy ;” it is “first for 
Justice.” If the Government has taken tonnage duties from any im- 
porter that it ought not to have exacted them from, then we ought 
to provide for paying such exactions back to the persons from whom 
they were wrongfully taken without reference to the question whether 
aa be large or small. It is always good economy to do 
ustice. 

My objection to this bill is not that it provides for returning ton- 
hage dues improperly collected, even if the amount so taken be great, 
but that it provides ‘for the determination of some of the most diffi- 
cult and embarrassing questions arising under the treaties ard laws 
by the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the Treasury alone; 
aud then the bill further provides for the execution of their deter- 
ene without any review or appropriation by Congress, and to 
Whatever extent they may adjudge to be due. Now, that is an ex- 


traondinary measure of legislation, and I am not prepared myself to 
Vole for it now. 
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I happen to know of claims in the State of New York amounting 
to many thousands of dollars, which have gotten into the hands of 
claim agents, in regard to which it is said large sums of money could 
be obtained if the Treasury Department could be induced to look at 
them in the same light that the holders of the claims looked at them 
Their claim was that there had been some subsequent treaties made 
more favorable to the importer than the treaty uuder which the ton- 
nage dues were paid. 

My recollection is, that vessels came here from the Spanish West 
Indies during the existence of a treaty with Spain by which vessels 
from those islands were entitled to the advantage of the most favored 
nations, and that notwithstanding asubsequent treaty with the Hawa 
iian government by which its vessels were exempted from tonnage 
duties, the Government exacted such duties from those vessels from 
Spanish ports. Now I may be wrong in this, and have confused ton- 
nage dues with duties on sugar; but in either case the question isone 
of the effect of treaties. 

Now, if we are to have a question of that delicacy and importance 
and all kindred questions which may have arisen in the last seven- 
teen years determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, plus the Sec 
retary of State, and paid to the extent they determine, then we aro 
making them a court of the highest importance, and are also giving 
those officers the power to execute their decree by taking the money 
they find due from the Treasury without Congress knowing anything 
further about it. It seems to me that this issomething we ought not 
todo. Certainly not without a fuller understanding of what the claims 
are and under what treaties they arise. 

Mr. BUTLER. I now yield to the gentleman from Michigan [Mr 
CONGER] for five minutes. 

Mr. CONGER. I called attention to this bill hastily because, with- 


| out having any knowledge of its preparation or presentation here, I 


saw at once that it would embrace a class of cases now arising con- 
tinually, not only upon the ocean but upon our inland lakes. 

Gentlemen may remember that, by the terms of the treaty of Wash 
ington, British vessels may take products, merchandise, freight in 
transit from one port of the United States to another pert of the 
United States through Canada. By the treaty of Washington British 
vessels may stand on the other side of any point of land across which 
merchandise has been transported through a foreign country, and 
those vessels may take that merchandise and carry it into any port 
of the United States and into every port of the United States acces- 
sible from those waters, without the payment of any tonnage duties. 
They may rival onr vessels in the carrying-trade business. Under 
the provisions of that treaty they may carry on the coasting trade in 
violation of our navigation laws. 

I have not thought so before, but I see by the provisions of this bill 
that they may avoid even the tonnage dues. Every privilege and 
every provision given to American citizens can be avoided by that 
one treaty. Now, how many other treaties may be brought to bear 
on this question; how large an amount may be looked up since L362 
to be drawn from the Treasury for refunding tonnage dues under 
those different treaties I cannot tell. But lventure to say that claims 
will come in by the hundreds of thonsands. 

I agree with the gentleman from New York if these have been ille- 
gally exacted they should be restored in some way if presented in 
the proper time. The law now provides ten days for making pro- 
test if one has suspicion he has been called to pay improper duties, 
and ninety days after the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to bring his action against the collector, making at least one hun- 
dred and cighty days within which to right himself and bring his 
action. That is a liberal law; it is liberal enough. 

Let this go back to the committee: \et them examine it, let them 
take the range of the treaties, let them tell this House, as the gentle 
man from Massachusetts says, how many hundred thousands of dol 
lars in the last fifteen years can be brought up as claims for refund of 
tonnage dues. 

Sir, the American ship-building interest and the American shipping 
interest are under a pressure of laws and restrictions to-day which 
crushes them everywhere on the ocean and on the lakes. The treaty 
of Washington put the final blow to our lake navigation, as every 
shipper there knows. Iam not in favor of opening the door wide 
whenever there is an opportunity for the reclaim from the public 
Treasury of money of the nation when we have already given away— 
dissipated, almost—every protection given to our shipping interest. 

Mr. BUTLER. I now yield the floor to the gentleman having 
charge of the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. 
courtesy. 

Mr. KENNA. Before the gentleman from West Virginia proceeds 
I hope order will be restored, so members in this part of the Hall 
who desire to do so may hear what is going on. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen in the aisles and in the areas will 
resume their seats. 

Mr. WILSON. Now, Mr. Speaker, first as to the question put by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts as to the proper committee. This 
matter was referred by the Treasury Department to this House, and 
as it involved the construction of a treaty the Speaker thought, and 
with propriety, too, that it should be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, that committee being the one to which this House 
refers all questions touching our relations with foreign governments. 


I thank the gentleman fromm Massachusetts for his 
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Mr. CONGER. 
Mr. WILSON. 


What does the gentleman say ? 
That inasmuch as the question referred involved 


the construction of a treaty, I take it the Speaker was correct in 
referring it to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
he question has been raised as to whether or not moneys have | 


} 


been improperly collected from the citizens or subjects of Belgium. 
I will read for the information of the House the second article of our 
treaty with that kingdom in the year 185s: 

Steam-vessels of the United States and of Belgium engaged in regular naviga- 
tion between the United States and Belgium shall be exempt in both countries 
from the payment of duties of tonnage, anchorage, buoys, and light-houses., 

Mr. Speaker, the object of the bill now under consideration, as I 
have said, is to so amend section 2931, chapter 6, title 34, of the Re- 
vised Statutes as to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to re- 
fund to owners of foreign steam-vessels tonnage taxes which have 
been, or may hereafter be, collected in violation of treaties between 
the United States and foreign governments. 

That section of the statutes makes the decisions of the collector 
of customs at the port of entry, in regard to such taxes, final and 
conclusive, unless the owner of the vessel taxed, or one of certain 
other persons mentioned, should give the collector, within ten days 
after the ascertainment and collection of the tax, notice of dissatis- 
faction with his decision, stating distinctly the grounds of his objec- 
tion, and within thirty days after such ascertainment and collection 
appeals to the Secretary of the Treasury. It provides that the decision 
of the Secretary shall be tinal unless suit be brought within ninety 
days after he shall render it. 

This section, Mr. Speaker, refers to that class of cases where the 
Government, by its officers, has the legal right to exact and collect 
tax dues, and is intended to cover and provide against excessive and 
erroneous assessments. The construction that it has received at the 
‘Treasury Department makes it go further, and, in the opinion of the 
Secretary, prevents him from refunding such tax dues where notice 
has not been filed, notwithstanding they may have been collected in 
direct violation of treaty provisions existing between this and other 
gyovernments, 

The question before us arose in this wise: Between July 4, 1871, 
and August 23, 1873, the revenue officers of the United States at the 
port of New York exacted and collected from the Norwegian line of 
steamers, then engaged in regular navigation between the United 
States and the Kingdom of Sweden and Norway, and owned by sub- 
jects of that kingdom, tonnage taxes to the amount of $6,447.60. On 
the 2d of October, 1872, and before the whole amount had been col- 
lected, Mr. Stenersen, the minister of Sweden and Norway to our Gov- 
ernment, made a formal demand upon Mr. Hamilton Fish, then Sec- 
retary of State, “to cause the necessary steps to be taken” by this 
Government for a refund of the sum so paid up to that date, on the 
ground that its exaction and collection “ were in violation of our 
~reaty of commerce of 1827.” This demand gave rise to correspond- 
ence between Secretary Fish and Secretaries of the Treasury Bout- 
well and Bristow ; but no conclusion having been reached by the 25th 
of November, 1874, Minister Stenersen then addressed to Mr. Fish the 
following letter: 

[Translation.} 
Mr. Stenersen to Mr. Fish. 
LEGATION OF SWEDEN AND Norway IN THE Ustrep States, 
Washington, November 25, 1874. (Received November 27.) 
SECRETARY OF STaTE: The government of the king having been informed 
graph of the contents of the note which you were pleased to address to me 
minder date of the 13th ultimo, I have the honor in obedience to its instructions, 
Mr. Secretary of State, herewith to inclose to you a list of the sums which have 
been paid as tonnage dues at New York by the steamers of the Norwegian line, 
said sums forming a total of 86,447.60, and I beg you to be pleased, in accordance 
with the principle enunciated in your note aforesaid, to cause this amount to be 
refunded, through this legation, to the steamship company in question. 


Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the reiterated assurances of my 
highest consideration. 


Mr 
’ 


by tele 


0. STENERSEN. 
Hon. HAMILTON Fis, 
Secretary of State, &c., Washington. 


Further correspondence between the State and Treasury Depart- 
ments resulted in the whole matter being sent to the Speaker of 
this House, on the 5th of January, 1876, for such action as it might 
see fit to take. Nothing was done here until the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs directed me to report the pending bill with amendments 
and the recommendation that it be passed. 

Mr. Speaker, I have given this complex question most thoughtful 
consideration, and I am gratified to state that the report submitted 
to the House was unanimously agreed to by the committee of which 
I have the honor to be an humble member. 

It satisfactorily appears that the Norwegian line of steamers did 
belong to subjects of the Kingdom of Sweden and Norway, and that 
‘he said tonnage taxes were collected. If they were not collected in 
violation of treaty obligations the claimants are not entitled to relief 
at our hands ; if on the contrary they were so collected, then it is the 
unanimous opinion of your committee that the money should be re- 
funded. “The right to such refund depends upon the terms of the 
treaties existing between the two sovereigns.” On this point I quote 
trom the report of the committee : 

rhe second article of the treaty between the United States and Sweden, of April 
17x, is as follows 

Che king and the United States engage mutually not to grant hereafter any par- 
ticular favor to other nations in respect to commerce and navigation which shall 


J 


not immediately become common to the other party, who shall enjoy ¢} 
freely, if the concession was freely made, or on allowing the same ¢o; 
the concession was conditional.” "se 

And the eighth and seventeenth articles of the treaty |, 
United States and Sweden and Norway, of July 4, 1- 
lows: 
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ARTICLE VII OF THE TREATY OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY oF 1897 

The two high contracting parties engage not to impose upon the na tior 
tween their ne territories, in the vessels of either, any tonnage ora), s 
ties, of any kind or denomination, which shall be higher or other than thou. 4. 
shall be imposed on any other navigation, —— that which they h 
themselves, respectively, by the sixth article of the present treaty. 

ARTICLE XVI OF THE TREATY WITH SWEDEN AND NOKWAY oF 1597 

The second, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, tw. 
teenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, ninetecnt 
first, twenty-second, twenty-third, and twenty-tifth articles of the tr 
and commerce concluded at Paris on the 3d of April, 1783, by the pleni 
of the United States of America and of His Majesty the King of Swede 
with the first, second, fourth, and fifth separate articles, signed on ihe ‘sa 
by the same plenipotentiaries, are revived, and made applicable to all the cou, 
under the dominion of the present high contracting parties, and shal) 
sale force and value as if they were inserted in the context of the present trpay 
it being understood that the stipulat‘ons contained in the articles above cited 
always be considered as in no wanner affecting the conventions concluded by «i: 
party with other nations during the interval between the expiration of t)y 
treaty of 1783 and the revival of said articles by the treaty of Commerce and , , 
gation concluded at Stockholm by the present high contracting parties on the 41) 
of September, 1616. sa 

Thus it will be seen that by the second article of the treaty of Apri 
3, 1783, between the United States and Sweden, the two high coy 
tracting parties mutually agreed not to grant thereafter any parti: 
lar favor to other nations in respect to commerce and navi 
which should not immediately become common to the other party; 
so that if, after that date and before Sweden ceased to be a distijet 
kingdom, it or the United States granted to a third nation any war. 
ticular privilege with respect to commerce, then the other bec. 
ipso facto and at once entitled to enjoy that privilege. 

This was a treaty stipulation between the United States and Swe- 
den and it of course expired with the separate existence of the Jatt: 
sovereign ; but when Norway and Sweden became one kingdom, by 
a treaty concluded between that kingdom and our Government : 
the 4th of July, 1827, that second article of the treaty of 1723 with 
Sweden, with other of its articles, was revived and made to apply to 
all countries under the dominion of both high contracting parties, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, has the United States granted any such favor 
as is mentioned in the second article of the treaty of 1723, since the 
4th of July, 1427, to any sovereign power other than the Kingidlom of 
Sweden and Norway? If so, it follows necessarily that that kingdom 
became immediately entitled to enjoy that favor. In answer to this 
question I need only point to the fourth article of the treaty of J) 
4, 1858, between the United States and the Kingdom of Belgium. 
is as follows: 
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Steam-vessels of the United States and of Belgium engaged in regular na 
between the United States and Belgium shall be exempt in both countries irom t 
payment of duties of tonnage, anchorage, buoys, and light-houses. 

Thus have we granted to Belgium a particular favor in respect to 
commerce, and one of the most important character. It exempts 
steam-vessels of that kingdom engaged in regular navigation betwee 
it and the United States from the payment of tonnage and other 
dues. From what I have said, and the treaties I have quoted, it will 
be seen that a similar exemption attached to similar vessels engaged 
in similar navigation between the United States and Sweden and Nor- 
way. Such are the vessels of the Norwegian line of which I have been 
speaking. Therefore the tonnage taxes which were collected from 
them should not have been collected. 

Notwithstanding that plain and unmistakable provision of the 
treaty with Belgium, our collector of customs declined to exempt the 
vessels of that kingdom from the taxes mentioned in that treaty as 
not to be collected ; and it was not until after a protest had been 
filed and an appeal taken, that the minister from Belgium succeeded 
in obtaining a refund of the amount collected. 

I stated that the taxes exacted from the Nowegian line were col- 
lected between the 24th of July, 1871, and the 23d of August, 1°75. 
For this statement I relied upon a letter of Secretary Bristow. | 
find, however, upon a careful examination of the statement furnished 
by the collector at New York, that Mr. Bristow was mistaken. It 
appears that several items of such taxes were exacted and collected 
after the 23d of August, 1873, to wit, in October, 1873, July, 1974, and 
August, 1874, . s 

Up to the date of Mr. Stenersen’s demand the revenue officers ol 
this Government and the officers of the Norwegian line seem to have 
been in ignorance of the existence of the treaty obligations in ques- 
tion. The payments of tonnage after that date were made under 
protest. That ignorance, however, does not impair the right of those 
from whom the money was improperly and unlawfully taken to have 
it returned. If this Government came into the possession of money 
by fraud, accident, or mistake, in violation of a treaty its honor is 
pledged to respect, no American would hesitate to make restituion. 
The perpetuity of the Government depends in large measure Upon 
its strict and honorable observance of its obligations, as well to 1's 
citizens as to foreigners. 

I am pleased to be able to gtate, Mr. Speaker, that the 
State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney-Genera 
concur in the opinion arrived at by the committee. 


Secretary of 
1, all 
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[hope it may be the pleasure of the House to adopt the amend- 


ments proposed and to pass the bill as amended. 


The object of the amendments is to restrict the Secretary of the | 


Treasury from refunding such tax dues in any case unless the Secre- 
easur! ° ° ° oes ° 
tory of State shall coneur with him in the opinion that such exaction 
tary Ole ‘ . ° . ° . ore . 
collection were in violation of treaty obligations. The Secretary 
ane . [ 
of State st ae ; ; ; 
~) woverpments can Open negotiations or communicate with this 


Government, and then he is the custodian of treaties of the class I | 


jave spoken of and the duty devolves upon him more than any other 
: Gicet of the Government to see that the provisions of such treaties 

re 0 ced. 
" ie h as it is now suggested by friends around me that they 
wish to examine the question more carefully because of its novelty 
and difliculty, 1 now move that the bill be referred to the Commit- 
te eof the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam content with that. — 

Mr. HALE. That is the best place to consider the matter. 

Mr. ATKINS. L onse 
recommitted to the same committee from which it came. 

The SPEAKER. 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union shall take preced- 
ence. 
jn order. 


Mr. WILSON. If my friend from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] insists 


npon having the bill recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Af- | 


fairs, 1 have no objection. I desire the House thoroughly to under- 
stand the matter. I withdraw the motion to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ATKINS. Then I move to recomwmit it. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is my motion, which I have not withdrawn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
recommitted; and also moved that the motion to recousider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the report accompanying the bill be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NOTICE OF ACTS OF GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3079) to provide means for giving 
oflicial notice of the acts of the Government, and to provide for the 


advertisement required by the several Departments of the Govern- | 
ment; which was read a first and second time, recommitted to the | 


Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—WIGGINTON 
Mr. SPRINGER, 
ton rs. Pacheco, from the fourth congressional district of California. 
] ask the clerk to read the resolutions reported by the committee. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is not entitled to a seat in this House asa 


Kepresentative in the Forty-tifth Congress from the fourth congressional district 
of California 


olved, That Peter D. Wigginton is entitled to a seat in this louse as a Rep- 
California” in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have been requested to make an announce- 
ment as to the time when the previous question shall be called in 
this ease. Ithink the debate upon it need not extend beyond five 
o'clock; and I desire at that time, unless there are special reasons on 
the other side of the House for continuing the debate further, to move 
the previous question. 
the members favoring the report of the majority of the committee 
there are but two speeches to be made so far as has been reported to 
me, and we propose to give an equal amount of time to the other 
side that is occupied by this side of the House. 

Mr. WAIT. lcan hardly agree to the time which the gentleman 
names for the limitation of this discussion. I am not aware how long 
atime I may want myself. There are other gentlemen who propose 
to speak here in favor of retaining Mr. Pacheco in his seat here as a 
member of this body and we may desire to go over the two hours 
Which the gentleman from Illinois proposes to give to us. I think, 
therefore, we had better not at this time limit the debate to the time 
which my friend from Ilinois intimates. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do not desire to press a vote on this question so 
long as any gentlemen on the other side of the House desire to speak 
upon it. In other words, I desire a reasonable time should be given 
to the discussion of the case. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let the discussion drift for the present, and it 
will be seen after awhile how it should be limited. 

_Mr. ATKINS. I would suggest to the gentleman from Illinois that 
ive o’clock is an unfortunate hour for taking the vote. I would sug- 
gest that some hour be fixed to-morrow for taking the vote. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have been requested to fix an hour to-morrow 
at which the vote should be taken. As I have no desire to press an 
early vote I will state that at two o’clock tc-morrow I will move the 
previous question; and as I do not desire to occupy the time after 


VS. PACHECO, 


he only medium through which the representatives of for- | 


I hope the gentleman will consent to let the bill be | 
The rule provides that the motion to refer to the | 


If that is voted down, the motion to recommit will then be | 


I call up the contested-election case of Wiggin- | 


I will state on this side of the House among | 


| the moving of the previous question the vote will be taken at once 
| after the main question is ordered. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask the Chair that we may have order while we are 
engaged in the discussion of this very important matter. 

The SPEAKER pro t mpore, (Mr, EDEN.) 
order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In the opening argument of this case, I will 
briefly state the issues presented by the reports of the majority and 
minority of the Committee of Elections. 
| members, and their attention. 

When this case was presented to the Committee of Elections it 
| embraced two parts: the first relating to the prima facie rights of the 
parties, and the second to the merits of the case. So far as the prima 
Jacie part of the case is concerned, I tind myself in the condition of 
a hopeless minority of one, and not having been able to induce any 
of my colleagues on the committee to join with me in a separate 
report I have simply printed my views as an addendum to the report 
of the majority of the committee; and if any member of the House 
is sufiiciently interested in that subject to give my separate opinion a 
| casual consideration at any time in the future, I shall feel obliged to 
him; but asthe matters therein discussed are not now in issue in the 
case it is not necessary to refer to the subject further. 

Upon the prima facie question, the committee have reported that 
the contestant is not entitled to the 2 disputed votes claimed by 
him in the county of Monterey, and upon this view of the case the 
sitting member has counted for him 19,104, while for the contestant 
were counted 19,103, being 1 majority for the sitting member; and 
upon that 1 majority the supreme court of California directed in a 
mandamus proceeding a certilicate to be issued in this case. The 
suit in the supreme court of California involved the question as to 
whether two votes polled at San Lorenzo precinct, in Monterey 
| County, California, should be counted for the contestant or not. The 
| supreme court held and issned a mandamus accordingly that the 
| vote should be counted in the manner which the clerk had first cer- 
tified to the secretary of state, and upon that mandate a certilicate 
was issued to the sitting member. He has been returned here by the 
small majority of 1. Hence in the consideration of the questions 
raised in reference to the legality of certain voters it became very 
important to consider carefully every case presented. The evidence 
presented to the committee, going behind the returns to the merits 
of the case, involved the right of thirty-two persons to vote who did 
vote at that election. It also involved a question as to some of the 
precincts, whether they should be thrown out or counted. But noce 
| of the precincts have been thrown out by the committee; all have 
In reference to the thirty-two persous whose 
votes are alleged on the one hand to be legal and on the other haud 
to be illegal, the committee have agreed intheir report as to twenty- 
two, leaving only ten voters in question. Upon those ten votes, 
about which the committee are divided, this case now presented for 
the consideration of the House must be decided. Therefore | will 
briefly call attention to the law and the facts of each individual case. 

Four of these persons, namely, Charles Watterman, Moses Atkinson, 
Joseph A. Scott, and Charles Gilbert, are alleged by the contestant 
to be illegal voters and to have voted for the sitting member. The 
committee are of the opinion that these four persons were non-resi- 
dents and illegal voters of the precincts in which they voted and that 
they voted for the contestee. Six other persons, namely, Jesus Yorbe, 
Thomas O’Mara, Thomas §S. Methvin, George M. Clark, Gustave C. 
Perret, and John Peterson, are alleged by the contestee to have voted 
for the contestant, that they were illegal voters, and that their votes 
should be thrown out. 

The first voter in question, Charles Watterman, voted at Maytield, 
in Santa Clara County. Six or eight months before the election he 
joined a traveling circus company, sold out his interest in the hotel 
business in the town, and departed, alleging that he wanted nothing 
more to do with the people of Mayitield and that he would leave the 
town “for good.” This I hold is equivalent to a declaration that he 
left without the intention of returning. On the morning of the elec- 
tion he returned on the train, voted for the sitting member, and then 
left the town the same day. Your committee were of opinion that, 
having left Maytield with a declared intention not to return, or as- 
serting that he left the town “ for good,” which clearly indicated no 
intention of returning, he was a non-resident of the precinct at the 
time he cast his vote. There is no doubt as to the person for whom 
he voted, nor can there be any doubt it seems to me as to his being 
a non-resident at the time he voted. A man’s residence is that place 
to which, whenever he is absent, he has the inteation of returning. It 
cannot be contended that Watterman had any such intention. 

The next voter to be considered is Moses Atkinson. He voted at 
Mayfield, in Santa Clara County. This voter rented a ranch two 
miles from Mayfield, upon the other side of a creek which was the 
dividing line of the county. [le stated in his evidence that he lived 
in San Mateo County, but had voted in Santa Clara County, because 
he had slept in that county more than in the other. Under the law 
of California—and I think it is the law everywhere—if a person goes 
into an election-precinct for a temporary purpose, having a home 
elsewhere, he retains his residence where he lives, and does not ac- 
quire a residence where he is only temporarily employed. He was 
held by the committee to be a non-resideut, and his yote was thrown 
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I ask the indulgence of 





| been allowed to stand. 
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out. In this view of the case I fully concur. He voted for the sit- 
ting member, 

Phe third case was that of Charles Gilbert. He resided for thirty 
days preceding the election at the house of Alvah Mitchell, and he 
voted at Poway precinct, in San Diego County. He had no right to 
vote in that precinet, for the reason that he did not live in it. It is 
proven in evidence, 1 think conclusively, that the house where this 
voter lived was not in the precinct where he voted. There is some 
question as to the person for whom he voted, but, by the rule applied 
by the committee in other cases, it was held by a majority ot the 
committee that he voted for the sitting member. Under the laws of 
California it is diflienlt to determine except by the evidence of the 
voter himself for whom he voted. The law of that State requires 
that the tickets must be folded at least one hundred feet from the 
polling-place, and it must not be unfolded or exhibited within that 
space; 80 that it becomes a difficult question to determine how a 
person voted in that State. The law was made for the purpose of 
making it difficult to ascertain how a person voted and to give the 
opportunity to the voter in all cases to keep his ballot a secret. 

Nhe evidence in reference to this voter is that he avowed himself 
at all times to be a republican; that he asked for a republican ticket ; 
that he took one, folded it up carefully, and went toward the polls, 
where he cast his vote. A witness who was also a republican testi- 
tied that it was his honest belief that he put that ticket in the box. 

The same rule has been applied to other voters in cases where their 
politics was well known and avowed, where they had asked for re- 
publican or democratic tickets at the polls and had started for the 
polls with those tickets. 

In the absence of any evidence contradicting these facts, it is held 
by the committee that it is established by a preponderance of the evi- 
dence that the voter had voted for the person whose name was on 
the ticket he had taken at the time of casting his vote, it being the 
ticket voted by the political party of which he was a member. This 
disposes of three of these persons whose right to vote is questioned. 

The next person alleged by the contestant to be an illegal voter 
and to have voted for the sitting member was Joseph A. Scott. 

This voter lived at Lyon’s station, in Los Angeles County, in the 
month of August preceding the election. Three months betore the 
election he formed an intention to change his residence and move to 
the adjoining county, and he went in the month of September to the 
place where he voted in Ventura County, to rent a house, but he was 
unable to find one. Returning to Los Angeles County he remained 
there with his family until about ten days prior to the election. He 
then moved into the precinct in which he voted. 

The law of California requires that a voter should reside in the 
precinct in which he votes for thirty days next preceding the elec- 
tion. The mere intention of the voter to change his residence at 
some future time, if he do not actually change it, does not make 
him a resident of the precinct to which he intends to remove here- 
after. The law of California is this: “The mere intention to acquire 
a new residence, without the fact of removal, avails nothing.” Hence 
under the law of California he was a non-resident of the precinct in 
which he voted. There is some dispute as to whom he voted for, but 
under the rule applied by the majority of the committee, and which 
was observed in the case of Gilbert, it was held by the committee 
that he voted for the sitting member. He was an avowed repub- 
lican, and was “voted” by those who worked in the interest of the 
republican ticket. His deposition was taken in the contest as to his 
residence and it appears from his own evidence that he was a non- 
resident of the precinct in which he voted; he was not even asked 
for whom he voted. It seems to have been a conceded fact in the 
case that he voted for the sitting member His vote having been 
shown to be illegal, he was bound to state for whom he voted, if the 
question had been asked him. If there had been any doubt as to the 
person for whom he voted he could have removed that doubt, when 
ou the stand as a witness, 

We now come to consider the votes cast for the contestant, which 
are alleged by the contestee and the minority of the committee to be 
illegal. The first voter on my list is Jesus Yorba. He voted in San 
Diego County and was a resident of Los Angeles. There can be 
scarcely any doubt as to his non-residence. The matter of contro- 
versy as to him is in regard to whether he voted for the sitting mem- 
ber or for the contestant. The majority of the committee are of the 
opinion that it is not proven for whom he voted. He was a demo- 
crat in polities; but it was proven that he also was what is called 
there “a native Californian,” that is, of Spanish extraction. That 
class of voters as a rule voted for the sitting member, and by reason 
of that fact there was a great difference in the number of votes given 
for the sitting member and for other persons on the same ticket with 
him. 

Therefore, in this case, the presumption that Yorba, being a demo- 
erat, voted the democratic ticket is disproved by the further fact 
that the class of voters to which he belonged, who were democrats, 
voted for the sitting member. The question is left in doubt; it is 
not known for whom he voted. One witness testifies that he believes 
he voted for the sitting member ; another witness testifies that Yorba 
had been a democrat and that he took a ticket from a man who was 
a democrat and who was supporting the contestant. It would be 
doing great injustice to the contestant to assume that those demo- 
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erats who were known as“ native Californians” had yoteq — 
because the fact is the contrary. Therefore the comm tte ies x 
opinion that they could not deduct Yorba’s vote from the eo) 
votes, for the reason that it is unknown for whom he y t 


burden of proof is upon the sitting member to show, not oy) 


itesta 


| Yorba was an illegal voter, but also that he voted for the , nine 


He is not required to do this beyond a reasonable doubt. jy: 
preponderance of the evidence. But the evidence as to he a \ ’ 
voted is about evenly balanced. Nothing is proven. ™ 

The next voter in question is George M. Clark. There js yo a, 
about this person being a legal voter and there is no doubt th, 
voted for the contestant. Those facts are conceded on bot) 
The question raised iu regard to him is this: He wrote his ow), 
upon the bottom of the ticket that he voted and voted it in tha: w., 

Now, it is contended by the minority of the committee that dus 
the law of California this vote should be rejected because of the ¢.,, 
which I have stated. The present election law of Californ 
made for the express purpose of affording the voter an opport 
to cast a secret ballot. The origin of this law is well known I 
former case of election contest in this House the defect in the thes 
law of California at that time was shown, and hence the enactiye of 
a new statute to cover similar cases. oi 

Gentlemen will remember those tickets which were exhibited }ye 
some time ago called “ tape-worm tickets.” They were printed w 
a small piece of paper four or five inches long and only a balf-j), 
wide. These small tickets were given toa certain class of voters 
as they were put into the ballot-box the employers of the voters ; 
easily tell whether such tickets were voted ornot. Hence the sec 
of the ballot was practically destroyed. That induced the passa: 

a very stringent law in reyard to marked ballots. 

Inu regard to five or six ballots not now in issue, because the co; 
mittee all agree they should be counted, the judges of election wrot 
upon the back of the tickets before they were cast the words “( 
lenged, challenge disallowed,” and then the name of the vote: 
the names of one or two of the inspectors were written on the ticket 
The contestant insisted that those tickets came within the 
the law of California which provided that any ballot “ found 
ballot-box bearing upon it any mark or devices by which it co 
distinguished from other legal ballots should be rejected with a 
contents. These ballots were “found” in the box, having such marks 
upon them; and if the letter of the law is to prevail the ballots mus 
be rejected. But the committee were of opinion that the ma 
placed upon these tickets by the judges, without the cousent per 
or at least without the desire of the voters, could not disfranchis: 
voters although the indorsement brought the tickets within the k 
of the law which required them to be rejected. So in Clark’s 
his name was written on the inside. The law of California in ret 
ence to such indorsement is as follows: 
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When a ballot found in any ballot-box bears upon it any impression, dev 
or thing, or is folded in a manner to designate or impart knowledge of th 
who voted such ballot, it must, with all its contents, be rejected 

The mark must be intended to designate or impart knowledy: 
the person who voted the ticket; it must carry that knowledy: 
the face of the ticket. I hold that the fact that the name of a) 
ticular person is written upon a ballot is not in law presump' 
that that ballot was voted by the person whose name appears up 
it. Such a presumption has never been indulged in by the courts 
On the contrary, it is presumed that a man does not vote for litiuse!! 
If your name, Mr. Speaker, should be found upon a ticket in a 
box at a precinct where you had voted, it would not be presume 
the judges of election that you had cast that ticket. 


By the law of California it is provided that where two names for 


the same office appear upon a ticket, the one in print and the ot! 
in writing, the written name shall stand and the printed name sha 


be counted. Soin this case, as Clark’s name was written at the bottom 


of the ticket underneath the last name on the ticket, the presumpt 
according to the law of California, is that the person who voted 
intended to vote the written name for the last office indicated on t 
ticket in lieu of the printed name just above it. This voter then | 
nothing upon his ticket to indicate the person who voted that tick: 
The case does not come within the letter or spirit of the law, and h 
vote must stand. But, aside from this view of the case, if does 
appear in the evidence that Clark’s vote was counted by the 
spectors of the election. And there is nothing to justify this Ilous 
in deducting one vote from the sitting member on account of Clarh 
vote. 

It cannot be presumed, Mr. Speaker, that the Legislature of a 
fornia intended this law for the purpose of catching unwary vol 
and disfranchising them upon the slightest pretext of irregular 
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It was made to protect the voter and not to entrap him or disirai- 


chise him. 


‘Thomas O’Mara is the next voter on my memorandum. This vols, 


it is alleged by the minority of the committee and by the sitt 
member, voted upon some other name upon the registry, ave | 
question at issue was as to whether he was the person whose 
was registered or not. Being a question of personal identity, !t 


passed upon by the judges and his vote was received. We were’ 


the opinion that the judges of the election, on a question of perso’ 
identity, were better qualified to determine whether the voters 
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person Whose name was on the registry than we could do at 
distance merely upon depositions. ence we are of the opinion 

« vote must stand. ; 
" The next voter is Gustave C. Perret. There is some question as to 
whether this voter was naturalized or not, and it is not certain for 
«hom he voted. It is nowhere stated that he was a democrat, and 
‘ aniy evidence as to the person for whom he voted is that he was 
cen in the company of democrats shortly before he voted ; that he 
‘ot a ticket from a democrat, but the witness did not know whether 
he voted this ticket or not. It is not stated by any one that he voted 
tie democratic ticket; it is not stated by any one that he cast a 
allot with the name of the sitting member upon it. The evidence 
hom he voted is too vague to warrant us in throwing out his 


the re al 


for W 
"The next voter is John Peterson. He voted for the contestant. 
Peterson Was naturalized the day before the election in San Fran- 
and he took along with him a man by the name of Hanna as 
hic witness. Hanna testified before the district court of California 
that he had known Peterson in California in 1857. That was true, 
and upon his evidence and upon the testimony of the person claim- 
ine his naturalization papers the district court issued papers to him 

“regular form. There is no question as to the regularity of the 
napers or the jurisdiction of the court or as to the competency of the 
. idenee upon which this naturalization paper was issued. 

But the sitting member calls this voter and takes his deposition in 


cisco, 


the case 
was there only temporarily and returned again to his mother country, 
and did not come back until within five years previous to the time 
of his naturalization papers being issued, which evidence, if given 
at the time the papers were issued, would have induced the court to 
refuse to issue them. But as this witness must have sworn before the 
court to facts differing from those which he testified to in the record, 
and as the evidence adduced before the court was suflicient for the 
court to act upon, and which it did act upon in giving him his natural- 
ization papers, the committee were of the opinion those papers could 
not be attacked collaterally, and especially so by a witness who was 
required to perjure himself in order to attack his own naturalization. 

On a casual examination of this case I was of the opinion the pa- 
pers could be attacked collaterally, but after examining the cases cited 
in the authorities, I can find no case where naturalization papers have 
been attacked in a collateral proceeding, where it appeared that the 
court had jurisdiction and all the proceedings before it were regular. 

There is but one other voter then in question, and that is Thomas 
H. Methvin, and as this voter is held by a majority of the committee 
to be a legal voter and also there is doubt as to the person for whom 
he voted, I need not discuss it further except to say that as to his 
right to vote I differ with the majority of the committee. LI also dif- 
fer with them as to a voter by the name of Pratt. He voted for the 
sitting member and Mr. Methvin voted for the contestant. There is 
some question as to Methvin’s right to vote. I applied a very strict 
rule of law to him as I did to the other persons whose cases I have 
ited. 

I will state to the House that I have examined all the disputed 
points in this case with great care and have endeavored to treat each 
one of the persons whose right to vote isin question with perfect 
fairness and in a judicial manner. I know that it is impossible for 
all the members of this House to give to these cases of contested elec- 
tions that attention which courts give in the decision of questions of 
this kind. When we reflect that the Committee of Elections has 
now before it printed records which aggregate over six thousand 
pages of printed matter, being twice as much in amount as has ever 
been submitted to the Committee of Elections before, and when we 
consider that these cases and these records must be carefully exam- 
ined, it will be readily seen what an amount of time will be required 
by the committee in the examination of these cases. It is therefore 
impossible for all the members of this House to give that attention 
to these cases which I know they would desire to do if time would 
permit. Therefore they must take these cases to some extent upon 
the findings of the committee. 

Mr. BRIDGES. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I wish to know whether the first voter to whom 
¢ referred as having left the precinct in which he lived was a mar- 
ried man with a family and whether he took his family with him 
When he said he was going to leave the precinct. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is a very proper question for consideration, 
and Tam glad the honorable sveliinen from Pennsylvania has asked 
i. That voter was a single man. He had been engaged in the hotel 
business in the town of Mayfield. He sold out his entire interest to 
his partner, and made some remarks with regard to the citizens of 
th it town not complimentary by any means, and said he intended to 
leave Mayfield “ for good.” 

Mr. REED. Will the gentleman allow me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. REED. The testimony shows that the witness who testified 


t 
St 


} 


in Tegard to his leaving “for good” afterward had the words “ for | 


Goud 2 stricken out of the record. 
7 Mr. SPRINGER. That was not in this case, 
siven lv the case of Pratt, whose right to vote is sustained ly the 


,and he testifies that when he was in California in 1557 he | 
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tion committee, except myself. The evidence will be found on 
| page 36 of the record. 

I have therefore brietly referred to the ten voters in question. 
| these ten voters are counted in the 1 


if 
nanner indicated by the majority 
of the committee they will elect the contestant by 4 majority. If 
they are counted in the manner recommended by the minority of the 
committee they will elect the sitting member by 6 majority. 

Mr. PAGE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him one question? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PAGE, I see it stated in the report that there were two broth- 
ers who voted in San Diego County for Mr. Pacheco. The majority 
of the committee report that as their names were not on the great 
register, as required by law, their votes must be stricken off. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
to those persons. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
point. 

Mr. PAGE. Does the gentleman not know, or did it not appear in 
evidence before the committee, that probably 10,000 votes are polled 
every year in California that are not on the great register? They 
vote there by transfer. A man may be on the great register in one 
county, and may want to vote in another county where he has a legal 
right; and he gets his certificate of transfer and goes with it to the 
poll an hour, perhaps, before his vote is polled. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That may be true, but that is not this case. 
The evidence shows that the names of these parties were not on the 
great register at the time of the election nor for a year previous. 

Mr. PAGE. Might they not have been registered in some other 
county? 

Mr.SPRINGER. They could not have voted in the county where 
they were not registered, unless they had brought a certilicate of 
registration and had their names entered previous to the voting. 

Mr. PAGE. But their names in that case would not appear on the 
great register. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It appears that two of the brothers were regis 
tered and two were not. ‘The two who had their names on the regis- 
try-list were absent and did not appear on the day of the election, 
but the other two did; they appeared and cast their votes instead of 
their brothers. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Then the entire committee is agreed upon this 
state of facts—both the republicans and the democrats. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. There three voters mentioned in 
the record that are not referred to as in dispute and to those I desire 
for one moment to call the attention of the House, and then I am 
through. Two persons by the name of Smock—Smock I believe is 
the name—and enother, whose name is unknown, voted at Bakers- 
field for the sitting member. The depositions in the contest were 
taken in regard to these three persons within the time prescribed by 
law and as a part of the evidence to be submitted to this House ; 
but the depositions were lost in transitu between the post-oflice in 
California and the Clerk’s office at this House. The loss of these 
depositions was not discovered until the House met in October last. 
The contestant endeavored to have the evidence in relation to these 
voters retaken or the loss of them accounted for. Hence he tele- 
grapbed to his attorney at Bakersfield, California, that the deposi- 
tions had not arrived, and requested him to take them over again. 
He did so; but the depositions when retaken were er parle and wit! 
out notice to the other side. The de ponents of these depositions 
were the respective attorneys of the contestant and the contestee at 
the time of the taking of the original depositions. The attorney for 
the contestee and the attorney for the contestant both made ex parte 
affidavits that these three persons had voted and that the evidence 
taken showed that they were illegal voters and had voted for the sit 
ting member. But your committee were of opinion that this evi 
dence, being er parte, could not be used for the purpose of throwing 
out the votes in question, but that if the case shonld tnrn upon the 
rights of those three persons to vote it would be sufficient ground for 
the House to order a retaking of those depositions. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Did not the attorney for the contestee admit 
that two of those three voters were as you describe them? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have stated that the attorney of the sitting 
member at the time the original depositions were taken submitted 
an ex parte deposition, in which he states that two of the parties in 
question were non-residents of the precincts in which they voted, 
and that they voted for the sitting member, or that the best evidence 
was to this effect. 

But we have left ont of the case those 3 votes, and I merely refer 

to this fact that while the majority is small we have allowed the 
| contestee all that a strict construction of the law would give him. 
The conclusion to which the committee has arrived is that in this 
district, which is one of the largest in the United States, there was 
in the main a fair and free election, so far as the evidence in the case 
goes. There were 19,100 votes cast upon either side. The district 
is almost twice as large in population as a majority of the districts in 
the United States; it covers a vast area of territory, being the south- 
ern part of California. 
| Out of this large vote of 38,000 there are but thirty-two persons who 
voted at that election whose votes have been called in question. 
| There could not be much margin in the matter as to how we might 


The committee agree unanimously in reference 


Both the majority and the minority? 
Yes, sir; the entire committee agree upon that 





are 








OO EG A Leen 


S06 CONGRESSIONAL 


report, in regard to the rights of these respective voters. After care- 
ful examination we have agreed that twenty-two of these persons 
should be counted in the manner in which they have been returned 
by the returning officers, or rejected in the manner pointed out in the 
reports of the majority and minority of the committee. This leaves 
only 10 votes in question in the entire district. 

In a previous argument upon this case on the prima facie right of 
the sitting member, at the opening of the special session, I made some 
remarks in regard to the vote of San Lorenzo precinct and what I 
believed to be a frand on the part of the clerk in certifying the vote 
of Monterey County. I desire now to state that nothing has been 
found in the record that casts the slightest doubt as to the fairness 
and integrity of the sitting member in this case. In fact I may say 
the same thing in the case of the contestant. But that affair in San 
Lorenzo precinct looked suspicious, and upon it 1 commented with 
some severity at the time, but as far as the sitting member is con- 
cerned, he was in no way responsible for the clerk’s conduct and in 
no way concerned inthe matter. The committee have found his case 
fairly and honorably conducted in every respect. 

Mr. NEAL. Will the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SprinGER] 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. NEAL. I desire to ask the gentleman this question: I under- 
stand that the committee rejected the vote of Gilbert because, being 
a republican, it was presumed he had voted for Mr. Pacheco, I under- 
stand that Mr. Jesus Yorba was not supposed to be a democrat be- 
cause he was a native of California, and the committee presumed 
that he had voted for Mr. Pacheco although they do not know how 
he voted. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I stated that it isin evidence that democrats 
known as native Californians generally voted for the sitting member, 
being of the same nationality, and that it could not be assumed that 
such democrats voted for the contestant in the absence of other proof 
than this. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will answerthe gentleman with pleasure if I can. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Is there anything in the record which shows that 
the native Californian voted for the sitting member ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. There is. At the top of page 106 of the record 
you will tind it so stated by a witness named Johnson. 

Mr. THORNBURGH. Is not that denied by the other evidence ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. We have the record before us, and it shows the 
facts to be as I have stated them. 

Mr. NEAL. Will the gentleman yield to me for one question ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly, for a question. 

Mr. NEAL. I would ask the gentleman whether the courts of Tli- 
nois decide cases upon presumptions without evidence ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have asserted nothing of the kind. The vote 
of Yorba was allowed to stand, it not having been proven for whom 
he voted. 

Mr. WAIT. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the minority of the commit- 
tee 1 move to amend the resolutions reported by the majority of the 
committee by striking out of the first resolution the name “ Romualdo 
Pacheco,” and inserting in lieu thereof the name “ Peter D. Wiggin- 
ton ;” and also to strike out of the second resolution the name “ Peter 
LD). Wigginton” and insert in lien thereof the name of “ Romualdo Pa- 
checo.” If those amendments shall be adopted the resolutions will 
read : 

Resolved, That Peter D. Wigginton is not entitled to a seat in this House asa 


Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district 
of California 


Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is entitled to a seat in this House as a Repre- 
sentative in the Forty-tifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of Cal- 
ifornia 

Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Elections, v hich has had the con- 
tested-election case in the fourth congressional district of California 
under consideration, comes before the House with three separate 
reports. 

The majority of the committee, in the report which they have sub- 
mitted to the Llouse, would give Mr. Wigginton the seat now occu- 
pied by Mr. Pacheco on two grounds. They say in the first place 
that there were 12 votes illegally cast for Mr. Pacheco in different 
precincts in the district, which should be deducted from the aggre- 
gate vote returned for him by the supervisors of the county, and 
which vote the county clerk transmitted to the secretary of state. 

They say further, that even deducting from the number of votes 
returned by the board of supervisors to the secretary of state as hav- 
ing been given for Mr. Wigginton 6 votes which were cast by men 
that all agree were not entitled to the elective franchise, and correct- 
ing an error made in La Graciosa precinct, where Mr. Wigginton was 
given a vote which should have been counted for Mr. Pacheco, still 
Mr. Wigginton has four majority over his competitor, and is there- 
fore entitled to a seat in this House. 

Mr. Wigginton having received, as they contend, 19,097 votes, and 
Mr. Pacheco 19,093, the first-named gentleman is duly elected, if the 
facts in the case sustain that claim. 

One member of the committee, Mr. SPRINGER, of Illinois, presents a 
minority report, in which he claims that, after the supervisors of Mon- 
terey County had canvassed the votes of the various precincts in that 
county and had ascertained and declared the result and the same 
had been duly entered on the records, the clerk unlawfully and cor- 
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on 
ruptly and withont the knowledge of the supervisors altered 4) 
number ascertained and declared by the board to have her “ _ - y 7 
the contestant from 9-8 to 986, and by such alteration, wer —s 
additions to be made to or deductions from the vote of ¢; 
date, changed the result in the congressional district 
Pacheco by 1 majority, when in truth and in fact Mr. 
elected by that majority. 

But the gentleman from Ilinois [Mr. SPRINGER] now states ¢) 
standing alone as he does, he is not disposed to press the el oe 7 
Mr. Wigginton to the two additional votes in Monterey County ,) 
I will occupy but a few moments in what I feel required to a 
garding the same. I need but refer to the certificate of the ela B 
board in San Lorenzo precinct in that county to establish the ¢ 
that the contestant received 27 and not 29 votes in the pre - 
therefore 986 and not 988 votes in the county: 


r 
ere ther ne 
ther ea; | 

and elected M; 


Wigginton Was 


Cincet, and 


Names of persons voted for, and for what office, containing the number of 
Sor each candidate. ’ 
Representatives in Congress—Romualdo Pacheco, P. D. Wigginton 
We hereby certify that Romualdo Pacheco had fifty-one votes (¢ 
sentative to Congress, and P. D, Wigginton had twenty-seven ( 
resentative to Congress. 


=4) Votes for Jt 


8S. W. STEDMAN, Inspector 
C. P. LOGWOOD, Judy 
HENRY COCKS, Jy 

Board of Evet 


Tomas G. MARTIN, 
W. HL. BInGAaMAN, 
Clerks. 

The tally-lists, copies of which have been examined by the cor 
mittee, correspond with the certificate of the board of election, ‘| 
clerk of the board of supervisors, when the returns of San Lorey 
precinct reached the county seat, in making bis rough notes of tly 
canvass made a mistake and put in the column of returns 29 instead 
of 27 votes for the contestant. He subsequently corrected this error 
I will read to the House a part of the deposition of the clerk, which 
fully explains the mistake and the correction: 


After the board had opened all the envelopes and counted all the votes as + 
tally-list therein contained they directed the clerk to foot up the foot as th: 
appeared on the tabulated statement kept by said clerk. After footing th: 
and ascertaining the result of the vote on county oflicers, after passing an or 
declaring the county officers receiving the highest number of votes for the « 
which they had been voted duly elected, directing the clerk to issue the pr 
certificates to them, the board adjourned sine die. At the time the board adjourn 
as aforesaid, the vote stood, on the tabulated statement kept by the said cler! 
San Lorenzo precinct, P. D. Wigginton, 20; and for the said P. D. Wiggint 
the county, 98. That about one hour after the adjournment of said board, anv 
fore the pencil-minutes and tabulated statement kept by the clerk had been | 
cribed to the minutes of said board, Mr. St. John, a member of said board, ret 
to the office and stated to me that he thonght a mistake had been made in the 
for Congressman ; that Mr. Scott and Mr. Carter only had 986 votes for Mr. \ 
ginton. We lookedover the figures which I had made and found that they had be: 
added correctly. I then gave to Mr. St. John a copy of my figures of the vot 
Congressman, and suggested to him that be compare the same with the tig 
the vote as the same had been kept by Mr Scott, and saidthat he would in that» 
find ont where or in which precinct the difference was, and if there was a1 
we would correct it in the morning. 

After supper that night I wrote up the minutes and transcribed the stater 
made in pencil to the minute-book. On the morning of November i4 Mr.J. | 
Leigh and myself were in the clerk's office. Mr. St. John came in and stated | 
that the difference in the figures was in San Lorenzo precinct. I got the tall 
from San Lorenzo precinct and Mr. St. John, Mr. Leigh, and myself exami 
same. Wefound that Mr. Wigginton had only received 27 votes, whereas the ta 
lated statement and the minutes as they stood then had allotted to Mr. Wig 
29 votes in said precinct. The tally-list was in all respects regular. The 27 was 
in marks, in figures twice and written twice. 

We all three felt fully convinced that Mr. Wigginton had received in the precinct 
only 27 votes and the clerk had made a mistake in putting down 29. I then and 
there changed the vote as entered on the minutes from 29 to 27 and the total 
from 988 to 986, and thereafter and on the same day the chairman of said 
signed the minutes. 


And yet the contestant is apparently attempting to reap a benefit 
from the error of the clerk and obtain such advantage by overriding 
the evidence. 

But the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER, ] who prepared the 
majority report of the subcommittee, very fairly and properly makes 
one important concession in the report now by him aloue signed and 
submitted, and that is that the vote of Thomas Scott Methvin, which 
as he admits was probably thrown for Mr. Wigginton, should be 
rejected ; the proof being that at the November election he was not 
a resident of the county in which he exercised the right of sutlrage. 
I shall allude to this fact in another connection. 

Four of us, however, members of the committee, after as we bx lieve 
avery careful examination of the facts in the case and the principles 
of law that should guide and govern ns, come to an entirely difieren! 
conclusion from that to which our associates have arrived. 

The majority contend that there were twelve persons who voted 
illegally for Mr. Pacheco. We cannot and do not concur with the 
majority so far as regards Charles Watterman, Moses Aikinson, ( harles 
Gilbert, and J. A. Scott. We insist that these men were legal voters 
and that their votes were properly counted for the contestee. 

We, the minority of the committee, claim further that six persons 
whocast their votes for Mr. Wigginton, namely, Jesus Yorba, Thoues 
O’Mara, Thomas H. Methvin, George M. Clark, Gustave C. Perret, aud 
John Peterson, were not legal voters at that election and there re 
their votes should be deducted from the aggregate vote returned as 
given for the contestant. : Y 

If we are right in our claim, and the admitted error in La Graciosd 
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recinet is corrected, then Mr. Pacheco is clearly elected a member 
is body by 6 majority over his competitor. 
Now | will proceed to consider the testimony as to these several 


of this 
classes OI yvovrers. 
: ive their votes for the contestec. 
i whieh I have named them. : 

The first of these electors was Charles Watterman of whom the 
eentieman from Ilinois [Mr. SPRINGER] spoke in the opening of his 
remarks to the House. Charles Watterman we claim was legally en- 
titled to vote at this election on the 7th of November, in the State of 

ifornia. 

What are the facts in regard to him? How did he stand in that 
State and in that precinct? He lived there in the town of Mayfield, 
in Santa Clara County, some five or six years. His name was on the 
wrand registry there, which enumerates the names of all men in that 
precinct entitled to vote. He kept a public hotel for five or six years 
iu that very town of Mayfield. He was a single man, and I thank 
my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. es for putting the question 
to the gentleman from Illinois which called to the attention of the 
House the fact that this voter was a single man. He was a single 
man, he had no family, and therefore when the gentleman from Penn- 
svylvania inquired of the gentleman frem Illinois whether when Wat- 
terman closed up his business and left the place he removed his family 
with him he had to answer that as he was a single man of course he 
had no family to remove. He had been keeping this public house at 
Maytield, in Santa Clara County, but he sold out his business and went 
off temporarily with a cireus which passed through the town, in the 
capacity of a driver to one of the wagons. He visited several places in 
Oregon and California, and then he came back to Maytield, claiming 
it as his residence, and he was allowed to vote. 

The gentleman lays great stress upon the evidence offered by one 
of the witnesses called by the contesting party, Mr. McKibben, and 
also upon the testimony offered by a man by the name of Jenkins. 
Well, what does Jenkins say? He says that after Watterman had 
sold out his hotel business, he told him (Jenkins) that he had noth- 
ing farther to do with Mayfield; that Mayfield might go to thunder; 
that he had nothing more to do with it or its people. According to 
the recollection of this witness, Watterman was going to leave May- 
field for good and all, and he did leave. Who was this man to whom 
he made this declaration? They had prior to that time been partners. 
There may have been some unpleasant business relations between 
them, and Watterman’s mind may have been disturbed, and in the 
thoughtlessness of the moment he may have made remarks of a char- 
acter which in fairness ought not to be considered as showing what 
was his intention. Idle words dropped by him at such a time ought 
not to be taken to show that he had decidedly resolved not to come 
back to Maytield and make that hishome. I beg to call the attention 
of the House to a rule of law familiar to every member of this body 
who has ever practiced at the barof any court in any State. I quote 
from Starkie on Evidence, section 825: 


I will take them up in the order 


Of all kinds of evidence, that of extra judicial and casual declarations is the 
weakest and most upsatisfactory; such words are often spoken without serious 
intention and they are always liable to be mistaken and misremembered, and their 
meaning is liable to be misrepresented and exaggerated. 

A hearer is apt to clothe the ideas of the speaker, as he understands them, in 
his own language, and by this translation the real meaning must often be lost. A 
witness, too, who is not entirely indifferent between the partics, will frequently, 
without being conscious that he does so, give too high a coloring to what has been 
said 

The necessity for caution cannot be too strongly and emphatically impressed 
where particular expressions are detailed in evidence which were used at a remote 
distance of time, or to which the attention of the witnesses was not particularly 
called, or where misconception was likely to arise from their situation and the cir- 
cumstances under which they were placed, or from the prejudice of the witness 
especially if his object was to extract an admission for the purpose of the cause. 

Such evidence is fabricated easily, contradicted with difficulty. In cases of this 
kind the conduet of the parties and those facts and circumstances of the case which 
are free from suspicion are frequently the safest and surest guides to truth. Evi- 
dence of this nature is of the very weakest kind, where it is doubtful whether the 
party making the admission kuew his legal rights and situation. 


_ In the foot-note it is stated that a learned judge, (now no more,) 
in summing upon a trial for forgery, informed the jury that the pris- 
oner in a conversation which he had had with one of the witnesses 
had said, “I am the drawer, the acceptor, and the indorser of the 
bill.” While the learned judge was commenting on the force of these 
expressions, he was, at the instance of the prisoner, set right as to 
the statement of the witness, which was that the prisoner had said, 


“I know the drawer, acceptor, and the indorser of the bill.” Had the 
Witness, and not the judge, made the mistake, the consequences might 
have been fatal. The prisoner was acquitted. Had not the judge 
been corrected at the instance of the prisoner the man on trial, as the 
law of England then was, might have died upon the scaffold. 

Now let us go further. Let us take two of the witnesses called by 
the contestant in this case, McKibben and Ladd. How did they 
testify in regard to this man’s place of residence, whether it was at 
Mayfield or elsewhere? They both assert that when the question was 
put by the attorney of the contestant, did he say he gave up his resi- 
dence at Mayfield? that he made no declaration of that kind; that 
he never expressed to the people of Mayfield that he was ever going 
to leave that place permanently and establish his home elsewhere. 
Not a single witness was bronght to show that he said he was going 
to seek a home away from there, or that he proposed to establish him- 


First, in respect to the six voters who the majority 
-ed were not entitled to exercise the right of suffrage and who | 


self in business in any place but where he then was residing and to 
prove that his name was improperly entered on the grand record of 

| voters in the town of Mayfield, Santa Clara County. 

There is another witness whose testimony bears with telling effect 

| upon this question, and I think settles it; and he is a witness called 
by the contestant. He is a man by the name of Ducker. He said 
that at the time this man sold out his hotel property and went with 
a circus as the driver of a wagon he claimed Mayfield was his home, 
and that when he came back and asked to vote he alleged that his 
name was then on the grand registry, and that the oflicers of the 
town, who knew him well and what were his intentions, and that he 
was a permanent resident of that town, unanimously permitted him 
to vote, 

In the light of all this evidence, I ask this House if they will strike 
off that vote, if they will deny this man’s right to vote, if they will 
disfranchise him, or if they will deprive Mr. Pacheco of his seat in 
this House upon evidence like that ? 

I come now to another man. I will take up the case of Moses At- 
kinson, who the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] claims was 
not entitled to vote within the limits of the precinct where he exer- 
cised that right. What was ke? He wasasingle man; his business 
was that of going from county to county or from town to town with 
his team in the prosecution of the businessin which he was engaged, 
being that of baling hay. The evidence shows that prior to this 
election he had voted in Maytield, and the gentlemen on the other 
side say he should have voted in San Mateo County. And why? Be- 
cause they say he had hired a ranch there and lived there and there 
kept his teams used in his business. 

How was this man situated? His name was on the great register 
of his district, placed there by public officers who set him down as 
a resident of the precinct in which he veted. He had been about 
there for two or three years. True, he hired this ranch and for atime 
was engaged in the prosecution of agricultural pursuits. But what 
did he do in the very spring of the year prior to this election? He 
rented his ranch to his brother and his brother took immediate pos- 
session of the premises and moved there with his family, and contin- 
ued in possession and lived there with his family at the time of the 
election in November. Wien Moses Atkinson rented his ranch he 
went to Mayfield and boarded at a hotel there. 
at the hotel in the place where he voted. The legal authorities 
there put his name on the register. When they heard the evidence 
in regard to his right to be so recorded they permitted him to ex- 
ercise his franchise, knowing the facts of the case; the officers being 
two men of one party and two of the other, and they had no hesita- 
tion in saying that he was a legitimate elector within that precinct. 

Now, Charles Ducker, who seems to have been quite a prominent 
witness on the part of the contestant and to have done a very re- 
spectable amount of swearing in this case, iscompelled to admit that 
Atkinson told him on the night of the election that he claimed his 
residence to be in Mayfield because he slept mostly there. There is 
that declaration of the man himself on the very night of the election 
speaking of this matter of residence, and the witness says that he 
distinctly claimed that his home was there at the hotel where he 
ordinarily passed his nights. 

To what does the witness Scott testify? E. C. Scott, a resident of 
Mayfield, testifies to a fact which has a most important bearing on 
the right of this man to vote at that precinct. Scott swears that he 
put up a barn in Mayfield in the summer or carly fall of 1876; that 
he kept his horses there ; that he lived in all probability at the hotel; 
and that he went out, as I judge from the evidence, from this central 
point where his implements used by him and team were to prosecute 
his business as a presser of hay. 

Can the House disfranchise Atkinson on this evidence? When not 
one solitary witness has been produced, or one single spark of testi- 
mony offered to show that this person claimed a residence anywhere 
else ; when not one man dares swear to his having a home anywhere 
but in Mayfield, or being registered in any other precinct, will the 
House disfranchise this mun and deprive Mr. Pacheco of the vote of 
an elector onso flimsy a ground as that on which the majority of the 
committee rest their case ? 

I cannot believe that this House, meaning to act fairly and to look 
at all the evidence in the case, as the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
SPRINGER] has said from a judicial stand-point, can deny to Mr. 
Pacheco the right of having this vote counted for him. 

But I come to another one of the four votes that my friend from 
Illinois [ Mr. SPRINGER] spoke of, which according to his claim should 
not be allowed to be counted in behalf of the sitting member. I refer 
to the case of Charles Gilbert. What is the claim of the majority in 
their report with regard to him? They claim that Gilbert lived over 
what they believed to be the county or precinct line; that he made 
his home with one Alvah Mitchell. And they say the evidence goes 
to show Mitchell’s house was over the line and not in the district 
where this man voted. 

Is that the evidence, clear, undisputed, and indisputable? Why, 
one man says whom they called upon that he could not tell where the 
line was. Another says he believes by some recent investigation the 
line was changed and Alvah Mitchell’s house thrown out of the dis- 
trict, whereas prior to that time it had been within the district. But 
not a single public record is produced; not a single map is shown to 
the committee; not a particle of evidence is brought forware to 


His home there was 
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clearly prove that Alvah Mitchell’s house was not within the limits of 

the district. 

There are also other facts developed by the testimony on which 
weight may properly be laid in order to show that this man had the 
right of voting there at that time, and one of them isa fact that one 
of the contestant’s witnesses swears to: that prior to this time for a 
long while Alvah Mitchell himself had year in and year out cast his 
vote in that district for whoever were the candidates on the demo- 
cratic ticket, which he supported. 

There is then, I say, fully as much probability that the majority of 
the committee are mistaken in looking at this evidence when they 
claim that this house was without the limits as that Iam mistaken 
when I claim that it was within the limits of the Poway district. No 
witness swears, no particle of evidence was produced before the com- 
mittee showing that Gilbert was registered anywhere else or that 
prior to this time he voted anywhere else. He voted here and here 
only. It was only at this time a challenge was made against this 
man as to his exercising the right of suffrage. 

But beyond that, I insist, and the minority of the committee make 
the claim, that if the question of residence is a doubtful question and 
if the charge is established that the voter was not a resident of the 
district in which he voted, there was not one spark of evidence 
brought before the committee to show that he voted for Mr. Pacheco. 

There is a man by the name of Reetzke who has been alluded to. 
It is claimed by the contestant that Reetzke was a republican ; that 
Gilbert took a republican ticket from this man, and that the infer- 
ence is that he put it into the ballot-box. A certain witness swears 
that Gilbert took a republican ticket and walked toward the poll 
with it in his hand, and from that incident alone is the inference 
drawn that he put it into the ballot-box. That is all there is of it; 
but this took place one hundred feet from the poll where the vote 
was to be cast. No one knows what he did with the ballot. He 
might have thrown it away or he might have had about his per- 
son another ballot containing the names of the opposite ticket, and 
there is no evidence at all that will warrant the House in deciding to 
strike off that vote except the alleged fact that this man was a repub- 
lican and simply asked for a republican ticket and took one in his 
hand. By the law of California he could only take it one hundred 
feet from the place of voting. Now what right have you to presume 
that this man cast that vote? 

The majority of the committee propose to strike out the vote of 
Charles Gilbert from the number counted for Mr. Pacheco because he 
lived at Alvah Mitchell’s. Who was Alvah Mitchell? He was adem- 
oecrat, and this man Gilbert had lived with him for many months. I 
have stated the grave doubt that exists whether the residence of 
Alvah Mitchell was outside of the precinct in which Gilbert voted ; 
but upon this point, that it is not proved for whom he voted, the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Georgia [Mr. CANDLER] agrees with the 
minority of the committee. If there had been a recent survey of 
the county line the board could have known it and ruled upon the 
question, but there had been none. The evidence is clear that Alvah 
Mitchell prior to this election was held to be a resident in the Poway 
district. 

Sir, there is not evidence enough in the case to warrant the Honse 
in throwing out this vote, for there is no testimony distinctly showing, 
as the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. CANDLER] agrees, how he voted. 

But | pass to another case, that of Joseph A. Scott. Where did 
this man come from? He was a man who came from the East and 
was in the employ of the California Steam Oil Company, as super- 
intendent of their works. This company had two places of business, 
one at Andrew Station, in Los Angeles County, and the other at 
San Buenaventura. He had to superintend two works, one in Los 
Angeles County and the other in San Buenaventura, where he was 
registered. 

I assert that there is not one single witness, mark you, that swears 
that that man was not a resident of the precinct. The man, D.C. 
Scott, undertakes to testify that the voter did not move his family 
into that precinet until within thirty days before the election, and 
that therefore it is claimed he had not a right to cast a vote in that 
precinct, 

Another witness was called, also by the contestant, a man by the 
name of Edwards, and he swears that this man had been intending 
to locate there for some time. The fact is proved that this Mr. J.C, 
Scott came from the East and from out of the State. He was not 
moving from one county in the State to another. He came there to 
find a home, and who knows as well as he himself what his intentions 
were at that time? I beg leave to trouble the House by reading here 
from the report some of the evidence that bears upon the case. I 
read from the evidence of Scott himself to show what his intentions 
were when he moved his family there. I read as follows: 

Question. Are you keeping house in San Buenaventura! 

Anawer. Tam 

Q. How long have you been housekeeping in this place ? 

A. It was early in November, 1876—about the Sth and 10th of November, 1876. 
T can’t say positively what day 

Y Migae i not have been later than the 10th of November—between the 10th 
and the loth 

A. No, sir; I now think that it was on the 3d of November, 1276, that we com- 
menced to keep house. We paid rent from the Ist of November. 

Q. Where was your family living up to the 3d of November, Is761 


A. They were living part of the time at Lyons Station and part of the time at 
San Buenaventura. 


2 


ees 
Q. When did you remove your family from Lyons Station to resid: permanent 
in San Buenaventura? —— 
A. I first brought my wife and family in the early part of Augnst. 197 
the 10th, I think; it might have been the 15th; I am not sure abont thy 
thought at that time that I might perhaps leave them here and make this ; olen 
| but I concluded to return with them for a week or so. Then I didn't bey 
family again, I think, about the 26th of October, but returned myself Soyt,> 
14, to secure a house, in order to bring my family. - ile 


»} 


He had at first no particular location in the State, but he can, 
the precinct in which he voted in the month of September, more t),, 
thirty days before the day of the election. He had his family x, = 
ing at the hotel in that precinct. He was seeking a home, anid | «iy 
that when he came into the State of California and located first 4 
| this precinct more than thirty days before the election he showed ¢}).; 

he had selected it as his home, and when he came there it was 
to carry out the already formed purpose to make this place 
which he had selected before. 

Now let me say further to gentlemen that if they will take the pec. 
ord or the reports of the committee, both majority and minority, ¢}., 
will find that not one single witness swears how this man vos, 
whether for Mr. Pacheco or for Mr. Wigginton. There is not » 
spark of evidence on that point. I do not know that any oneswea, 
even that this man Scott was guilty of the enormity of being a rey,\). 
lican; not one of the many who were called. If Mr. \\ iggrint 
wanted to prove that fact he could have called him if he saw tit, ay 
proved in that connection, if he was a non-resident, that he voted for 
Mr. Pacheco. The onus was upon the contestant to show whether 
this man was a resident or a non-resident, and the onus was also upon 
him to show that he voted for his opponent, Mr. Pacheco. Yet 4 
majority of the committee propose to stand here and guess that 1 
man Scott voted for Pacheco and not for Wigginton when ther 
was not produced before the committee one single scintilla of ey;- 
dence going to prove how he voted. The gentleman from Louisiana 
[ Mr. es agrees with the minority that this man’s ballot should 
not be stricken from the aggregate vote. 

I have said that there are six persons who the minority claim voted 
illegally, who cast their votes for Mr. Wigginton, and we insist that 
their votes should be deducted from the total returned as cast for him, 
Those persons are Jesus Yorba, Thomas O’ Mara, Thomas H. Methyin, 
George M. Clark, Gustave C. Perret, and John Peterson. I do not 
know that I pronounce the names correctly. If I do not, I do not 
think that fact should affect thiscase. I will call the attention of the 
House to the evidence applicable to the case of each. 

I first begin with the case of Jesus Yorba. 1do not know anything 
about him, his reputation or his social position. 1 take it, from the 
name he bears, that he may have been some prominent California polit- 
ical saint who was brought forward to vote for one party or the other. 
It is conceded by the majority that he was not a legal voter, not hay- 
ing resided for thirty days prior to the election in the precinct where 
he voted. The majority claim that the evidence is conitlicting with 
regard to whom he voted for; that there is some doubt whether he 
voted for Mr. Pacheco or Mr. Wigginton. 

I now come back to my friend from Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER, ] to bor- 
row a weapon from his armory and meet bim upon the ground of 
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probability and presumption, upon which he put the other case. He 
argued very adroitly that this man was governed by the blood that 
flowed in his veins; that, belonging to the same nationality with 
Mr. Pacheco, there was every presumption and every probability that 
he voted for him. The gentleman from Illinois does not claim that 
there was any other evidence in the case as to that fact. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him! 

Mr. WAIT. Certainly. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do claim that there was evidence that the vot- 
ers of the nationality to which Governor Pacheco belonged voted tor 
him. 

Mr. WAIT. Where is that evidence ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is found on page 106 of the evidence, and is in 
the deposition of Mr. Albert J. Johuston. I read from that evidence: 

Question. Do you know from common report how the native Californians, as a 


class, voted in the fourth congressional district of California for Congressman 
November 7, 1876 ? 


Answer. They voted, as a class, for Governor Pacheco. 


Mr. WAIT. Common report. 

Mr. SPRINGER. He gives that upon his own information, not 
upon common report. ; 

Mr. WAIT. Very well; whether he stated it upon his own informa 
tion or whether he based the statement upon common rumor or report 
that native Californians voted for Pacheco upon the ground that the 
same blood coursed through his veins as through theirs—I do not 
misrepresent the gentleman at all—it is the most naked presumption 
upon which the majority of the committee seek to remove a mau here 
and give his seat to his political opponent. : 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me again to interrupt 
him? 

Mr. WAIT. Certainly. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The majority of the committee propose to allow 
the votes of these six persons to stand; we do not throw them out at 
all. You desire to distranchise them. : 

Mr. WAIT. How do you propose that his vote shall be counted! 

Mr. SPRINGER. We do not know how it should be counted. i 
vote went into the ballot-box and we want it to stay there, whether 
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the one party or the other. The gentleman thinks that his vote 
— on for the contestant and he wants to throw it out. 

Mr. WAIT. Exactly, and there is where we differ. The gentleman 
cw his case is a Very weak one, and he does not attempt to show 
‘hat this man did vote for Mr. Pacheco. The majority of the com- 
= ste ‘dodge that question by saying that they will agree to let the 
vote stand not knowing how he voted. Now, we on the part of the 
inority claim that the evidence goes to show that this man Yorba 
voted for Mr. Wigginton. W ith whom did he go to the polls? His 

timate and boon companion, with whom he went to the polls, was 
a man by the name of Angle Smith. Who was he? He was a prom- 
inent democrat, a distributor of votes, and as the gentleman knows 
an active partisan in that precinct. That was the company that 
Yorba was in. ; 4 s 

Now in regard to this matter of nationality and blood, I say that 
this man associated with Angle Smith, a democrat, who was his daily 
companion, and who really brought him to the polls and, as We some- 
“yoted him” there. There is every presumption on our 


times say, 


side of the case that he voted as his democratic companion, Smith, 


TT tical from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] means to be fair, I knew. 
Let me say to him that there is another presumption that bears for 
us. Although the evidence was given by one witness—I agree that the 
veptleman states it fairly—that many native Californians voted for 
Mr. Pacheco on the ground that he was of the same race as themselves, 
vet there were other native Californians there who voted against Mr. 
Pacheco. Why? Because, although native Californians, they felt 
hostile to Mr. Pacheco because, as one witness states, Mr. Pacheco 
had changed his religious faith from Catholicism to Protestantism. 
I hat is another presumption going against the claim of the gentleman 
that this man voted for Pacheco. 

Who is this Angle Smith who accompanied Yorba to the polls? 
He was himself a half Californian. His parentage was American on 
the one side and native Californian on the other. Therefore if blood 
and race are to have any effect, if it is stronger than water and more 
wwerful in its influence, it is natural to suppose that this man would 
governed here by other influences just as well as that Smith would 
yote the same as Yorba. 

Another witness testifies in this connection that this very Angle 
Smith who accompanied Yorba to the polls was not only a democrat, 
active as a partisan, but that very day was engaged there at the 
polls during the time of the election in circulating the votes of his 
party, the democratic ticket bearing upon it the name of Mr. Wig- 
rinton. 

. But I will go on further. I come to another of these six voters 
whose case my friend from Illinois has commented upon. I come to 
that of Thomas O’Mara. Thomas O’Mara was, as I claim, a sort of 
make-up, dead beat, tramp, and frand. [Laughter.] 


and accomplishments that go to constitute a fraudulent and corrupt 
elector ready to vote for any one who would hand him a dollar, 
whether a trade-dollar or the “ dollar of his daddies.” [Laughter. } 
We have the testimony of a man by the name of Robinson in regard 
to this elector O’Mara, and what does he say? He says that he chal- 
lenged him. Why did he challenge him? I ask the House. He chal- 
lenged him because Mr. Robinson, who bad resided in that district 
eight years and who was familiar with the men who were residents 
there, who knew them personally, who knew who had the right to 
exercise the privilege of voting—he challenged this man ip the first 
place because his name was not on the grand register and further 
because he had never enjoyed the light of his countenance until that 
blessed moment when he marched up to the polls to vote. He chal- 
lenged then and there to preserve the ballot-box from contamination. 

What name did this interesting itinerating individual give at that 
time before the board which was to decide upon his right to vote or 
not? He gave the name of either John or Patrick Mara; Robinson 
said he could not remember whether it was John or Patrick that he 
asserted had been bestowed upon him in baptism. The name upon 
which he appeared at the polls and voted was the name of another 
man, the name of Thomas O’Mara. He voted on the name of Thomas 
O'Mara and the record against the name of Thomas O’Mara was that 
he was registered that particular year as being only thirty-five years 
of age. Yet, the witness Robinson swears when this man, John or 
Patrick Mara, faced him and he looked upon his countenance and 
upon his head, which like mine probably was somewhat whiteved 
by time, that in his opinion he was more than sixty years of age. 
Crab-like, of course, he had been traveling backwards and had knocked 


oit some thirty years or more of his age; that is, from sixty and up- | 


ward he had gone back to thirty-five, and from being Patrick or Jolin 
Mara, as he had first stated, he was suddenly metamorphosed from 
an old man into a young one, and he resolved himself into Thomas 
O'Mara. He was clothed with a new name, and I do not know what 


other habiliments he bad obtained that fastened upon him the out- | 


ward and visible indications of youth. 
A Member. Perhaps a clean shirt. (Laughter. ] 
Mr. WAIT. It is suggested that perhaps he was disguised and 


alorned by aclean shirt. But transformed he apparently was in some | 


Way and by the aid of a little hard swearing he was allowed to walk 


ip to the polls and permitted to vote in the name of ‘Thomas O'Mara 
who was absent or dead. 


He certainly | 
embodied in his person, as far as I can judge, all those qualifications | 





For whom did he vote? I can answer that inquiry, I think. Where 
did he come from when he marched up to the pois, this venerable 
man of sixty years of age, who swore that he was the man who was 
registered at the time as only thirty-five? He came from the stand 
where aman by the name of Roeder stood all day distributing tick- 
ets with Wigginton’s name on them; not spiit tickets, not tickets 
printed to accommodate any particular candidate by having bis name 
printed or pasted thereon, but the regular democratie ticket. The 
evidence shows that Roeder never swerved from the path of party 
duty during the whole day at that stand, but distributed only the 
democratic ticket. This venerable tramp came from that stand 
where he obtained his ballot and marched up to the polls and voted. 

The inquiry has been made, for which candidate did he vote? 
What was his statement when he went to that stand? He said that 
he was a good democrat and wanted to vote the democratic ticket. 
If gentlemen admit that declarations deliberately and publicly made 
are entitled to any consideration; if associations, national or political, 
amount to anything, every presumption is that he voted for Wiggin- 
ton and not for Pacheco. 

I come now to the case of another voter—to Thomas S. Methvin. 
That man, as we claim, left the State taking his family, not leaving 
any home or homestead or a single article of furniture ; 
came back he claimed this to be his home. He went to Arizona, and 


for what purpose? Let me quote from the testimony of a witness 
called by the contestant : 


Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation. 

Answer. John Saviers. My age is tifty-tive I reside at Pleasant 
Ventura County, California. I am a farmer by occupation. 

Q. Did you act in any official capacity in Pleasant Valley precinct at the last 
November election ; and, if so, what ! 

A. I was one of the judges of election 

Q. Did you at that time know Thomas Scott Methwin, or Methvin ? 

A. I did know a man by that name. 

Q. Did he vote at that election ? 

A. Yea, sir. 

Q. How long had he resided in this State, and in Pleasant Valley precinct, im 
mediately preceding the day of election ? 

A. To my own knowledge it could not have been more than twenty days. I 
cannot say positively whether it was twenty, forty, or sixty days; but 1 don’t think 
that it was over twenty days 

Q. Do you mean twenty days in the precinct or in the State? 

A. I mean both. 

Q. Do you know of Methvin residing in the State before that time; and, if so, 
whether he left the State, and where he went to, if he did leave the Stat 
about what time he left? Tell allabout it in your own way 

A. In the summer of 1874 or 1275 he left to go to Arizona to make that his home, 
80 he told me before he went. Previous to his leaving for Arizona he must have 
been in that precinet for three or four years 

Q. Did he make any statement, in answer to his vote being challenged, about 
how long he had been back in this State from Arizona 
vit or otherwise? 

A. He made an affidavit, claiming a right to vote upon the ground that he re- 
served the right to retarn 

8 In that affidavit did he state that it 
and make it his home at the time that he 

A. He did not 

Q. When he left this State to go to Arizona did he take his property with him 
or did he leave it at his former home in Pleasant Valley? 

A. He left no property that I know anytbing about. 

Q. Had he any home or homestead or house in Pleasant Valley during the time 
that he was in Arizona? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he move his family to Arizona when he went himself? 

A. He started with his family, but 1 do not know where he took them to. 

Q. Did he take up any land or purchase any while he was in Arizona! 

A. Personally, Idon't know 

Q. Did you hear him, or any one that was in Arizona with him, say anything 
about that if so, what ! 

(Question ohjected to on the part of contestant, on the growad, first, that the an 
swer sought would be only hearsay ; second, that in regard to title to real estate 
mrole evidence is inadmissible; third, because the evidence is immaterial and 
irrelovant.) 

A. He said himself on the examination respecting his right to vote that he had 
not taken up any land or claim. Mr. Hicks the next day after the election told me 
that he would swear that Mr. Methvin had located a mining claim and that he 
(Methvin) cou'd not leave Arizona till the return of some $550 from San Francisco 
as pay for his claim, 

«. Did you ever hear Methvin state what he was doing in Arizona durin 
time that he was there! Lf so, state what he said about it 

A. I don't recollect that he ever did tell me what he followed in Arizona 


but when he 


Valley, in 


, and 


and, if so, was it by aflida- 


was his intention to return to this State 
left the State to goto Arizonal 


the 
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On the redirect examination this witness was asked what I look 
upon as a very pertinent question, and that has a very important 
bearing upon the question before the House. Iquotefromtheevidence: 

Q. Did he not refuse to swear that when he left the State to go to Arizona that it 
was his intention to return to this State ? 

A. He refused to answer the question, only that he reserved a right to return 

What is the law with regard to that? I claim the law to be this: 
that it is not enough that a man reserve the right to return to his 
precinet or county in order to claim that to be his home. It is nec- 
essary that when he left the place where he had resided he left it with 


| the intention, the animus revertendi, 1 repeat it, the unconditional in- 


tention of coming back again, and that intention must be fixed defi- 
nite and clear. Now, did this man say here, did he give any evidence 
anywhere that the animus revertendi existed from the beginning, that 
a tixed intention of coming back was in his mind at all? No, sir; 
instead of that he only reserved to himself the right to return. 

Let us now examine and learn what is the law of California. The 
law of California is clear on this point and all-controlling in this case, 
It prov ides, section 1239, subdivisions 6 and 7 

6. If a person remove to another State 
dence s his residence in this State 


with the intention of making it his resi 


he lose 
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7. If a person remove to another State with the intention of remaining there for 
an indefinite time, and as a place of present residence, he loses his residence in 
this State notwithstanding he entertains an intention of returning at some future 
period. 

if this man even had, as he says, entertained an intention of re- 
turning at some future time, if,as he says here, he reserved the right to 
return if he had a mind, that at some future time he would go back, 
that does not held him within the meaning of this law, for it says 
the man loses his residence unless a fixed purpose is entertained by 
him to come back again at the time he moves out of the State. 

But with regard to the case of Methvin, my friend from Illinois 
[Mr. SPRINGER] and my friend from Alabama [Mr. WILLIAMS] who 
were with me on this subcommittee, both of them, in the report which 
they made, settled the case, as I look upon it, with respect to this 
voter. In speaking of Thomas Scott Methvin, what do the two dis- 
tinguished gentlemen, my clear-headed friend from Illinois and his 
adroit associate with him on that subcommittee, the gentleman from 
Alabama, say? I will read to the House what they deliberately de- 
clare in their report which they made as a subcommittee, and if it 
does not settle the case of Mr. Metitvin then I do not understand 
what sort of testimony the House demands to determine whether a 
man is au elector or not: 

Thomas Scott Methvin voted at Pleasant Valley precinct, in Ventura County. 
Aun effort Was made to prove that he was a non-resident of the State and precinct, 


and that he voted for Mr. Wiggiaton. The voter was challenged on the ground of 
non-residenee, and he awore his vote in 


Che legal status of this voter is in considerable doubt. It ia not clearly proven 
that. he was a non-resident, nor is it certain that he voted for the contestant. The 
depositions of three witnesses appear in the record relating to this voter, (Rec., 
pp. 129. 130, 131, 132.) John Savier testifies that Methvin left California in 1874 
or 1875, “te go to Arizona, to make that his home, so he told me before he left;” 
that he thought he had been back not over twenty days, but it might be torty or 
sixty davs. He further testified on cross-examination. 

* * ° ® 


. * * 


These witnesses were all called by Mr. Pacheco and none were called by Mr. Wig- 
ginton The first witness was a republican and the other two were democrats. 
‘The evidence is very nearly balanced, and the case of this voter is by no means 
free from doubt. The opinion at the polla was divided, the democrats urging 
Methvin's right te vote and republicans insisting that he had noright to vote. The 
judges of the election were undoubtedly right in receiving his vote. His own oath 
that he had gone to Arizona for a temporary purpose was all the evidence before 
them, and upon this they could not do otherwise than as they did. But there is 
additional evidence before the committee. If Saviers is to be believed, and we 
have no right to question the truth of his statement, Methvin left California to go 
to Arizona to make that place his home. This evidence is not to be overcome by 
what Methvin swore to before the judges. If the contestant had desired to reply 
to this evidence he should have taken Methvin's deposition in the contest, as re- 
quired by the statute, and then the other side could have cross-examined him. 

lenee we have the right to assume that the voter left the State without the inten- 
tion of returning and that he was not a resident of the State at the time he voted. 
it is not clearly proven for whom he voted, but we think the weight of evidence is 
in favor of the allegation that he voted for Mr. Wigginton. At least the contestant 
has made no effort to prove the contrary. We shall therefore hold that Methvin 
was not a resident of the State of Calitornia at the time he voted and that he voted 
for the contestant. 

A most impartial decision and in accordance with the facts. A 
more righteous one has net been rendered by any tribunal, legal or 
political, since the day when Noah moved out of the ark. 

I thank the gentleman from Illinois and the gentleman from Ala- 
bama for the statement they have so fairly and honorably made in 
this report, submitted as members of the subcommittee. And, as J 
say, if that does not fix the status and the residence of this elector, 
then no evidence was introduced before the Committee of Elections 
of any weight whatever to establish the like fact with regard to any 
person whose right of suffrage is a matter of dispute. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me one word ? 

Mr. WAIT. Certainly; or two if you choose. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I still hold to the opinion expressed in that state- 
ment, and have dissented from the majority of the committee in refer- 
ence to this voter. And my reasons for that dissent are those that 
have been read by the gentleman from Connecticut. Applying the 
same rule laid down there to the voter Watterman and to Pratt it 
made them non-residents; and applsing the same rule as to whom 
they voted for to Scott it showed that Scott voted for the sitting 
member; so that the rule I applied there and in the other cases is the 
same, and in my judgment it is right. 

Mr. WAIT. Sufticient unto the day is the evil thereof. With re- 
gard to those cases I have already commented upon them. But now the 
gentleman from Illinois very fairly and liberally says that he and 
the gentleman from Alabama, as members of this subcommittee, did 
agree that the claim which I now make was substantially proved 
there by the evidence and they feit as fair men and as honest men 
claiming to do justly in this case that they were bound to report as 
they did. 

Now, with regard to Methvin and his political relations he always, 
as one witness testified, claimed to be a democrat, and there is one 
little piece of evidence which fays in nicely here and is telling upon 
that fact, and that is that when he came forward te vote his vote 
was challenged by republicans and that the democrats surrounding 
the polls advocated and urged his right to exercise the elective fran- 
chise. Can the House doubt, then, to which of the two candidates 
he gave his vote? 

Then there is another of the six electors, a man by the name of 
Clark, who wrote his name upon his ballot. 

{llere the hammer fell. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I yield my time to the gentleman from Connect- 
icut, [Mr. Wait. ] 





and he had not been naturalized. The majority of the commit; 





The SPEAKER pro tempore. How much time does the g 
yield to the gentleman from Connecticut ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. All he wants, if it takes all my time. 

Mr. WAIT. Thank you for the courtesy. I will endeavor to om 
dense what I have to say further in this case, and soon come t,. 
close, =o 

As I was remarking, this man Clark put his name upon bis ba)),> 
for the express purpose of showing to a man named James Met : 
with what party he had voted. ‘The law of California js explicit 
upon that point, that if there be any writing of that kind, wiy < 
ballot is found in the ballot-box, bearing an impression upon it - 
writing upon it, that ballot is to be rejected. This man Clark wrore 
his name upon his ballot, as the evidence is, deliberately and for a 
purpose, and therefore, as 1 understand the law of California. )jx 
vote should be stricken out. There is no controversy but that jo 
voted for Mr. Wigginton. 

There was another man, a man by the name of Gustave C. Perro; 
he was challenged because his name was not upon the grand reg 


entleman 


ister 


say that there was some doubt whether he had been naturalized a 
all, but his papers show when he had been naturalized. There js yy, 
legitimate evidence proving that Gustave C. Perret had been paty 
ralized before his vote was cast. He was challenged in the first place 
because his name was not on the grand register, and then also be. 
cause he had not been made a citizen according to law. 

The majority of the committee seem to doubt as to whether he had 
been naturalized, at least to have some question as to the time whey 
he was naturalized. The evidence shows clearly that he was pot 
naturalized until December 2, 1876. He was not therefore a natu 
ized citizen of the country at the time he exercised the right of the 
elective franchise. He was allowed to vote as acitizen when he had 
not yet acquired that privilege, and therefore we claim that his vor: 
should be stricken ont. There is no dispute but that he was a demo 
crat and gave his vote for the contestant. 

As to the case of John Peterson, it is as clear as noonday that he 
obtained his papers by fraud or perjury. He lived in Redwood for 
four years prior to the day of election. He was born in Sweden and 
came temporarily to California in 1858, when he was seventeen years 
of age. Hewas atthat time one of the crew of avessel,and when the 
vessel sailed he left California and continned the voyage, tirst to Eng- 
land and then to Denmark. In his evidence he gives the name of the 
vessel in which he sailed and the name of the captain of it. There is 
no evidence that at that time he even intended to return to this conn- 
try. He returned tothe United States in 1867 and came to California 
in 1868. He never atany time took out his first naturalization papers 
from any court, but he got a friend to swear that he had come to the 
country before his majority, and thus he obtained his naturalization 
ees. He was not entitled to vote, and therefore his vote should 
ye stricken from the count. There is no dispute about his political 
relations and that he cast his vote for Wigginton. The rule of law 
applicable to this case is laid down by McCrary in his work on elec- 
tions, that parol evidence is competent to prove fraud in instances 
like this, and Peterson’s vote must be rejected. 

I feel compelled by the time I have consumed to bring my remarks 
to aclose. I believe I have gone over the list of voters whose votes 
have been questioned on one side or the other. If I am correct in 
the conclusions I have come to, and these six men had no right to 
vote and their votes should be stricken out of the count, and that 
the men had a right to vote whose votes are disputed and who voted 
for Mr. Pacheco, not only is the majority for Wigginton effectually 
wiped out, but the sitting member holds his seat by 6 or & majority. 

i leave the case here. I have occupied more time than I originally 
intended, but the case is a very interesting one and I cannot but be- 
lieve that the sitting member is entitled by the law and the evidence 
to remain in the seat which he has occupied from the opening of the 
session of Congress until the present time. All the weight of evi- 
dence is in his favor; every principle of law, so far as it is controll- 
ing, tends to sustain his claim, and I cannot entertain a doubt that 
he is entitled to remain here and be recognized as a member of this 
Honse. 

He came here fairly elected by 6 votes at least over his competitor 
in the contest entered into with deep interest in that district where 
he had a complimentary vote of nearly two thousand more than his 
associates upon his party ticket. I believe that public interest and 
public integrity demand that we should recognize his claims, and cut- 
ting loose from all party ties continue Mr. Pacheco in the place which 
all must admit that thus far he has ably and honorably filled. 

I have occupied more time than I should have done in discussing 
this question, but I take more than usual interest in the case hecause 
I conscientiously believe that the right of the sitting member Is ove 
of which he cannot be deprived by any evidence produced before 
the committee. I trust, sir, that in the consideration of this ues- 
tion we shall ignore all mere political and party considerations, look- 
ing only to what is just and right between the sitting member and 
the contestant. I thank the House for the indulgence which it has 
shown me. 

Mr. HISCOCK. How much of my hour remains? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. EDEN.) Ten minutes. s 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. LeoNand} 
is now entitled to one hour. 
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Mr. LEONARD. L y 
». heneh I will yield to a motion to adjourn. 
ree HISCOCK. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr SPRINGER. I think we had better go on now. 

Mr. BANKS. Has the time been fixed for taking the vote on this 

{ mf? 

Mr “SPRINGER. I have stated that I will move the previous 
euestion to-morrow at two o'clock. If we adjourn now it will crowd 
the debate to-morrow. y . 
The question was taken on the motion to adjourn ; and it was not 
vreed to; upon a division—ayes 14, noes 56. 
“Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. No quorum has voted. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It does not require a quorum to de- 
a motion to adjourn. 


a 
‘ 


termine 
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As I see that many of the judges are not upon 
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at the jail from time to time. A few days before the election Juan 
Parris came to Ventura to aid in obtaining his brother's release. In 


| this he seems to have been successful, for Pedro got out of jail about 


that time. Both the brothers voted for Pacheco at Ventura. That 
these votes were illegally cast seems to me too clear for argument. 
James Quails did not reside at Saticoy, where he voted on the day 
of election. He was a floating character, and the nearest he came to 
having any residence was with one Randolph, for whom he worked 
but who did not reside outside of Saticoy. 
I am also satisfied that Moses Atkinson did not reside at Mayfield, 


| where he voted, but at his ranch in San Mateo County. 


| ter. 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. We can inquire if there is a quo- | 


rum present. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. 
thing in order is a call of the House, 2nd I move that there be a call 
if the Honse. 

* Mr STEPHENS, of Georgia. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. LEONARD. I renew it. 

The motion for a call of the House was not agreed te 

Mr. POTTER. I move that the House now adjourn, 

lhe SPEAKER. 


Let us adjourn. 


If there is no quorum present then the only | 


The two Ortegas who voted at Campo were not on the great regis- 
It is urged, however, that the great register itself is the best 
evidence of this fact and that it was not produced. The legal eusto- 
dian of this record swears that he examined the roll with a view of 
ascertaining whether the Ortegas were on it or not, and that he found 
after careful scrutiny that their names did not there appear. Now, 
it is true that where a record is said to contain a certain recital, a 
copy of or an extract from the record is the best evidence of the fact 
in question. But where it is asserted that there is no record of a 


| certain fact, the proof is properly made by parol or by a certificate to 


| appear, if it existed at all, is the proper witness to call. 


there is a quorum present or not it can be done upon the motion to | 


adjourn. 
The question was taken on the motion to adjourn; and upon a divis- 
ion there were—ayes 24, noes 86. 

Mr. POTTER. That is not a quorum. 

he SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make that point? 

Mr. POTTER. Ido not. 

Mr. LEONARD. Ido not care whether I speak on this case or not; 
I am perfectly willing tolet my time go. But if Lam going to speak 
to a court I want a quorum of the judges present. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I call for tellers on the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken; and there were 38 in the affirmative. 

So (the affirmative being one-fifth of a quorum) tellers were ordered ; 
and Mr. GARFIELD and Mr. LUTTRELL were appointed. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I understand that the gentleman from Louisiana 
[Mr. LEONARD] is ready to go on, and therefore I ask leave to with- 
draw my call for tellers. 

The call for tellers was withdrawn, and the motion to adjourn was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. LEONARD. I have not been able to arrive at the conclusion 
which has been reached by either the majority or the minority of 
the Committee of Elections. I deem it due to myself, therefore, that 
Ishould give my own geasons for the conclusion at which I have 
arrived, 

As regards the contest concerning the San Lorenzo precinct of 
Monterey County, an examination of the evidence satisfies me be- 
yond a doubt that the merits of the dispute are with the contestee. 
Whether the supreme court of California did or did not err in regard 
to the principles which it laid down in the mandamus proceedings, 
I will not attempt to decide. As the judges were interpreting the 
law of their own State, they must be presumed to have interpreted 
it correctly. Certain it is that the tally-list of the poll at San Lo- 
renzo showed that Wigginton had received only 27 votes; and if the 
return did in fact show, as it is claimed that it did, that he received 


20 votes, then the return itself was erroneous, and now that the | 


merits of the contest are being passed upon, the error should be cor- 
rected, even though the House should be of opinion that the original 
record should have prevailed as regards the prima facie case. 

Proceeding now to the examination of the cases of the few indi- 
viduals who, it is alleged, cast their votes illegally either for the con- 
testant or the contestee, (a course of proceeding which I think by no 
means a safe one in the decision of this case, but which I accept be- 
cause it has been xecepted by both parties to the controversy,) I reject 
of those who voted for Pacheco the vote of Thomas B. Lanhardt, 
which is conceded to have been illegally cast. 

As regards the vote of William Pratt, 1 think the weight of evi- 
dence is that he had permanently left Mayfield, where he voted, be- 
fore the election, ont that he merely happened to be there on that 
day. iis vote must therefore, according to the provisions of the 
State law, be rejected. 

In respect to the voteof F. C. Kelly, an enlisted man in the Army 
of the United States, I cannot coincide in the views of the minority 
of the committee. The law of California is positive that a person 
must not be held to have gained residence by reason of his presence 
while employed in the service of the United States or while kept in 


if this be trne, then the residence was gained by virtue of his pres- 
ence there in the Government service. Kelly’s family was with himat 
Campo, but in the terms of the law itself his was a “ temporary estab- 
lishment ;” for, as a soldier, he was liable to be ordered away at any 
moment. This vote, in my opinion, was manifestly illegal. I am 


equally satisfied as regards the votes of Pedro Parris and his brother 


Juan Parris. The former was brought to Ventura precinct charged | 


With an infamous offense and lodged in jail. His family followed 
him to Ventura in order that they might conveniently call upon him 


| in the precinct. 


that effect, and the keeper of the office in which the record should 
It 


Is not 


) | necessary to offer in evidence all the books in the recorder’s office to 
If gentlemen desire to test the question whether | 


show that they do not contain a certain deed. 

J. A. Scott who voted at Ventura had not resided the required time 
He actually went thither only eleven days before 
the election ; he had decided to remove some months earlier, but the 


| text of the law declares that “the mere intention to acquire a new 


residence, without the fact of removal, avails nothing.” 

These votes, making ten in all, are the only ones which I am satis- 
fied were illegally cast for Pacheco. It is claimed that Charles Gil- 
bert, Charles Watterman, and F. W. Hoffman, did not reside in the 
precincts in which they voted. I do not think that this allegation is 
as substantiated as it should be, beyond a reasonable doubt, and 


| these votes onght therefore to be rejected, 


| thing different from that which he really said ? 
| not, as they did not. 


| otherwise now? 
| the voter’s declarations afterward, cannot be considered. 


It is urged that Pacheco is entitled to the vote of Pablos Rios, 
which was counted for him, for presidential elector, and not as Rep- 
resentative. At first blush it struck me that this position was cor- 
rect, bnt upon further consideration I became satisfied that it was 
not. There was no obscurity in the ballot. Pacheco was actually 
voted for for presidential elector. Could the election oflicers from 
an inspection of this ballot have decided that the voter meant some- 
Certainly they could 
The vote was therefore properly counted by 
the board; and if it was properly counted then can it be counted 
What the votes did really mean, as indicated by 
His inten- 
tion must be ascertained by reference to his ballot. 

The vote of Pacheco stands, therefore, by reckoning as follows: 

Vote as returned, 19,104; add the one vote in La Graciosa, to which 


| it is conceded he is entitled, making 19,105; deduct 10, and there re- 
| main 19,005, 


| been more clearly proved. 


The vote of Wigginton presents much less difficulty because most 
of the illegal voting with which his adherents have been charged has 
Thus the votes of Doran, Marks, Geddens, 


| Keys, Methoin, Brophy, and Peterson seem to me to Lave been so 
| plainly illegal that 1 do not deem it necessary to review the evidence 


in regard to them. A vote was counted for Wigginton at La Gra- 
ciosa precinct which it is conceded should have been counted for 


| Pacheco. 


As to the votes of Yorba, O’Mara, and Perret I do not think it has 
been conclusively established that they voted for Wigginton. In 


| order to prove that an elector who voted illegally cast his vote for a 


| must be proved beyond all reasonable question. 


| The vote was fairly and honestly cast for Wigginton. 
| obscurity whatever in the ballot. 


, vote was counted. 
a prison. It is asserted that Kelly’s actual residence was at Campo; | 


particular candidate and to reduce the vote of the candidate on 
that account, it is not sufficient to raise a doubt on this pointor even 
to produce a considerable evidence of proof in its support. The fact 
Any other doctrine 
would be dangerous in the extreme and would lead to greater evils 
than those which the rejection of such votes seeks to cure. 

The question as to the vote of George M. Clark, whose name was 
written on the bottom of his ticket, is a delicate and complicated one, 
and I have not been able to resolve it with entire satisfaction to my- 
self in the absence of any judicial interpretation of the somewhat 
singular provision of the California law bearing upon the subject. 
There was no 
If it is to be rejected it must be 
by virtue of a purely technical and arbitrary rule. 

It is claimed by the contestant that there is no evidence that Clark’s 
On the contrary, the evidence satisfies mo that it 
wascounted and that it was counted for Wigginton, and it is this very 


| fact which induces me finally to decide that it was rightly counted. 


The oflicers of the election are presumed toknow the law of theirown 
State and their acts in all cases of doubt ought to be considered 
lawful and valid. 

The vote of Wigginton therefore stands as follows: Votes as re- 
turned, 19,103; deduct 8 votes and there remain 19,095, which is pre- 
cisely the vote of Pacheco. 

The conclusion at which I have arrived, therefore, is that the sit- 
ting member, Romualdo Pacheco, is entitled to L vote more than was 
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allowed him by the count of the State board of canvassers, making 
his total vote 19,105; and that there should be deducted therefrom 
10 illegal votes, leaving 19,095. That from the vote of Mr. Wig- 
ginton as returned there should be deducted 1 voteimproperly counted 
for him and also 7 illegal votes, leaving him 19,095 votes. 


Thus by my review of the testimony I find that there was a tie | 


vote, that neither the one nor the other of the claimants is entitled to 


a seat here, that there was no election, and that a new ballot is nec- | 
I therefore move as a substitute for the resolutions reported | 
by a majority of the Committee of Elections the resolution which | 


essary. 


send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved 


a seat in this House from the fourth congressional district of California. 


Mr. LEONARD. 


rived at a very extraordinary and eccentric conclusion. I am free 


to confess that I could have probably arrived at some other conclu- | 


sion equally well. I could have given either the contestant or the 
contestee the benefit of more than one doubtful vote in this case 
without doing violence either to the law, the evidence, or to my own 
sense of fair-dealing. But the fact that one can arrive at the conclu- 


sion at which I have arrived just as well as atany other goes a long | 
way to convince me that the resolution which 1 have offered is the | 


only one which the House can safely adopt. 


it we must be satisfied that that gentleman has proved his case by a 
preponderance of testimony. Ido not admit that there is any pre- 
snmption in favor of the sitting member. The State authority de- 
cided in favor of the contestee; but the entire question here is an 
open one. New pleadings are submitted, new evidence adduced, and 
each of the claimants must establish his own case. 

The testimony of the contestant is sufficient if taken by itself to 
destroy the prima facie case of the contestee. Hence that prima facie 
case having once been destroyed can no longer be invoked as a muni- 
ment title. Each of these gentlemen is therefore required to 
prove his case. Has either one of them done sot 

Now, sir, a contested-election case cannot be assimilated to a suit 
in a court of justice by a plaintiff against a defendant to oust him 
from the possession of a piece of property. 
must recover upon the strength of his own title; and if he fail to es- 
tablish his case the defendant will remain in possession of the prop- 
erty because no one has shown a better right to it. The judgment of 
the court must be either for the plaintiff or for the defeudant. But 
that is not so in a contested-election case. 

Three hypotheses present themselves. 


The judgment may be in 


favor of the contestant or it may be in favor of the contestee, or in | crees? Of what use is it for you, gentlemen of the minority, to expect 


favor of neither; and this latter hypothesis is entitled to just as 
much weight and consideration as either of the other two. And in 
doubtful cases it is the only jadgment which can properly be ren- 
dered. 
case he must be nonsuited. So in this case if both these claimants 
fail to make out their cases they must be both nonsuited. I claim 
that is the proper judgment in this case. 

Now I ask you, Mr. Speaker, lL ask you gentlemen upon my left, 
judges of a court of justice, I ask you whether you are satisfied be- 
yond a reasonable doubt from your review of the law and evidence 
in this case that Peter D. Wigginton is entitled to a seat on the floor 
of this House? I ask you, gentlemen upon my right, whether you are 
satisfied from an examination of the law and evidence that Romu- 
aldo Pacheco is entitled to this seat ? 


Mr. HANNA. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question? 
Mr. LEONARD. Certainly. 
Mr. HANNA. Do I understand the Committee of Elections in ap- 


plying the rules of evidence in this case to hold that the rule applica- 
ble to criminal cases is also applicable to civil cases? 

Mr. LEONARD. I stated no such thing. 

Mr. HANNA. But the gentleman states that in proving the title 
of either claimant members must satisfy themselves beyond all reason- 
able doubt rather than by preponderance of testimony. 

Mr. LEONARD. What, sir, is the question before the House? In 


a case between plaintiff and defendant the plaintiff must make out | 


his case by preponderance of testimony. 

Mr. HANNA. Preponderance of testimony is one thing, and beyond 
a reasonable doubt is another and different thing. 

Mr. LEONARD. If there is a piece of property in the hands of a 
court of justice and the judgment may be in favor of one of two 


property in the hands of the court must make out his case beyond 
reasonable doubt. 
Mr. KEIFER. 


That is not the law anywhere in any court. 
Mr. LEONARD. 


I say it is the law. In civil cases, where there 


are only two judgments possible, if the testimony is evenly balanced | 
If there are three judgments pos- | 
sible, a judgment in favor of either one or the other claimant or a | 


the plaintiif must be nonsuited. 


judgment in favor of neither, and there is a conflict of testimony 
between the claimants, I say neither is entitled to judgment unless 
he makes out his case over the other claimant beyond a reasonable 
doubt, 


Mr. KEIFER. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 
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The her Romualdo Pachee rete »’. Wiggint is entit] to | £. > . > . 

That neither Romualdo Pacheco nor Peter T igginton is entitled to | You are not bound to decide in favor of Wigginton or of Pache. e 
; , | prima facie case of Pacheco has been destroyed by the evidence 
Gentlemen will probably think that I have ar- | 


| such doctrine. 


In that case the plaintiff 


If the plaintiffin an ordinary action fails to make ont his | 





| district are evidence. 


| Wigginton. 








E 
4 
4e 


FEprvary 6, 


Mr. LEONARD. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Mr. KEIFER. Let me ask the gentleman from Louisiana y 
he finds any rule applying to civil cases in this or any other oy, 
which justifies him in making that statement. 7 

The distinction is broadly drawn between the testimony in ¢ 
and in criminal cases. Such is not the rule, as I understand it. y, 
the civil law in the gentleman’s own State. It is not the rule w\,;,), 
applies in the Supreme Court of the United States nor in tu 
States of the Union, so far as I am aware. 

Mr. LEONARD, It is easy for the gentleman to make 
and it is as easy for me to ask him to produce his books. I stayq | : 
the proposition I have made, and I say it is a reasonable and fai 
proposition and the only one which can be fairly applied to this eas 





any of | 


assertior 


IS Case, 
ihe 


duced by Wigginton; taken by itself the contestant’s testiny " 


sullicient to destroy the prima facie case of the contestee, 

That will not be denied. Therefore these parties must interplead 
for this seat. I have made the assertion before and I make it . rain 
that where several parties claim a piece of property which is int). 
custody of a court and regarding which there is a contlict of test 
mony and where there is testimony going to show that one is oy. 
titled to it and testimony going to show that another is entitled to 
it, that among those several claimants no one whose claim js yo: 


my is 


_ | made out beyond a reasonable doubt is entitled to judgment. 
In order to give the seat to either one of the gentlemen who claim | 


I have been told it was my duty in a doubtful case like this to yote 
with my party; and I have surprised and apparently pained a num- 
ber of gentlemen for whom I have been accustomed to entertain 4 
high degree of respect when I told them that I should obserye yo 
Sir, I am not satistied that either of those gentlemen 
has made out his case in this court, and therefore I will not give judy 
ment to either one of them. As I understand the Constitution of 
my country the House of Representatives is now sitting as a court 
of justice and each member of this House is a judge acting under 
the sanction of his official oath. And am I to be told that it is 
duty in such a case to cast my vote asa judge with my party because 
forsooth the vote which I shall thus cast will be advantageous to 
me and to others of the same political proclivities. Sir, if so foul a 


| doctrine as that is to be applied in a court of justice let the mean 


ness of the deed at least be acknowledged and understood. There is 
no necessity of adding hypocrisy to villainy. If the judges of this 
court are to vote according to their party proclivities, let us have an 
end of all this farce of a trial and judgment. 

Of what use is it for you, gentlemen of the majority, to permit cor 
tested-election cases to be tried here if you have nothing to do but to 
sustain the report of your committee and blindly to register its di 


quality yourselves; if you intend to vote in every case for your party 
associate in the vain hope that some few members on the other side 
will be fairer than yourselves and permit you to win a partisan vic- 
tory? 

Sir, it is not possible to decide in favor of either one or the other of 
these claimants without rendering a judgment which we are not sure 
isjust. If we decide in favor of either Mr. Wigginton or Mr. Pacheco 
we not only give to that gentleman in whose favor we decide some- 
thing which we cannut be sure he is entitled to, but we also run the 
risk of doing his opponent an irreparable injury. By giving this seat 
to either one or the other of these gentlemen we may cause a wrong 
which we cannot mend. By giving it to neither we merely cause de- 
lay that certain justice may be done at last. It is impossible for us 
to decide between these claimants in view of all the contlict of testi- 
mony, the doubt and uncertainty that hang over this case. The caso 
ought therefore to be referred back to the people of the fourth con- 
gressional district of California, who will be sure to decide it rightly. 

Mr. TIPTON. Iask the gentleman from Louisiana to yield we 
some time. 

Mr. LEONARD. I yield the gentleman five minutes. 

Mr. TIPTON. I understand that the sitting member is entitled 
prima facie to his seat. I understand before it becomes the duty of 
this House to unseat him and seat the contestant in this case it isthe 
duty of the contestant to satisfy this House, not by proving beyoud 
a reasonable doubt, but at least by proving by a preponderance of 
the evidence, that he is entitled to his seat. Until he shows to thie 
satisfaction of a majority of the members of this House that he and 
not the sitting member is entitled to the seat, the sitting member 1s 


fairness at the hands of your opponents if you do not display t! 


| entitled to hold the seat. 
claimants or in favor of neither, I say that the party who claims the | 


Now there is only one chance in thirty-eight thousand that the gen- 
tleman from Louisiania is right upon this question. One of these 
men or the other, in my judgment, is undoubtedly entitled to the 
seat. A careful examination of the testimony in this case discloses 
in my judgment that Mr. Pacheco is entitled to the seat. He is ¢: 
titled to it first because he has the prima facie right to it. Ideny the 
assumption of the majority of the Committee of Elections that the 
declarations of men who voted at the election in this congression:! 
I deny another proposition assumed by tle 
committee, or a majority of the Committee of Elections, that we can 
assume that one man voted for Mr. Pacheco or that he voted for Mi 
The burden of proof is upon the contestant to show, °s 
I stated a moment ago, to the satisfaction of this House, that le is 
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a 1 to his seat. Now the question is, has he done that? If he 


has not done that, then the sitting member is entitled to the seat. 
"Mr. LEONARD. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. TIPTON. Yessir, 

Mr. LEONARD. My position ts this: it is the duty of the contest- 

ant in the first place to make out his case. But Mr. Pacheco having 
only ove majority, suppose the contestant shows that tive votes cast 
for Mr. Pacheco were cast illegally, his majority as returned by the 
poard being only one, has the contestant then not destroyed the prima 
facie case? 1s not that an end of his muniment of title ? 
“Mr. TIPTON. No, sir; it is not for that reason. It may be that 
the proof offered by the sitting member, as shown _by certain votes 
or the contestant, were also illegal, and that is a reply to that 
It is a pure question of evidence, a question as to where 
the preponderance of proof rests. 5 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to ask the gentleman one question. He 
stated that the burden of proof was on the contestant. That rule 
might apply in the consideration of the prima facie case, but that 
js not in issue now. That question was decided by a majority of the 
committee, and they then passed to another question, and that was 
the right of individual voters to vote; and as we consider the right 
of the individual voter the burden of proof is not upon one person or 
another, except that the presumption of law is that the voter who 
casts the vote was a legal voter. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The presumption of law, then, according to the 
gentleman, is that each man who voted intended to vote in the way 
in which the votes were recorded ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The presumption of law is that each person who 
voted was a legal voter, and when it is denied that the voter was a 
legal voter then the burden of proof rests upon the party who seeks 
to strike off that vote. 

Mr. HANNA. Is not the burden of proof on the contestant all the 
way through? Must he not prove to the satisfaction of the House 
that he received a majority of the votes of the qualified voters of 
that district? 

Mr. SPRINGER. 

Mr. HANNA. 
arty. 

Mr. SPRINGER. There isno burden of proof on the sitting mem- 
ber or the contestee after the question has been determined upon the 
prina facie right. "The question as to whether John Smith or Samuel 
Jones was entitled to vote is a question which must be settled by 
evidence. It is a well-settled principle of law that every man who 
votes is presumed to be a legal voter and had the right to have his 
vote recorded, and the burden of proof is upon the person who at- 
tempts to discredit a vote, whether he be the sitting member or the 
contestant. 

Mr. TIPTON. I answer the remark of the gentleman by stating 
that the sitting member is prima facie entitled to retain his seat un- 
less the contestant can show by the preponderance of proof that the 
contestee is not entitled to the seat. 

Mr. SPRINGER. There are four persons in issue who voted for the 
sitting member whom the majority of the committee insist should not 
stand as counted, and there are six persons who voted for Wigginton 
whom the minority of the committee insist should not be counted as 
counted by the judges of the election. We leave the burden of proof 
upon the other side to show that those six persons should not be 
counted while the majority only dispute the votes of four and as to 
these the burden of proof is upon the contestant. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Does my colleague claim that the Com- 
mittee of Elections, before the House has taken action, has power to 
shift the burden of proof back and forth ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The committee have stated no such absurdity. 

Mr. CANNON, of lilinois. Then I misunderstood my colleague. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The Committee of Elections have laid down no 
uew rules of law. 

Mr. TIPTON. As I understand the gentleman, he undertakes to 
shift the burden of proof because the supreme court of California has 
decided that 29 votes in the San Lorenzo precinct should be counted 
in favor of Pacheco, and because the committee has decided that the 
supreme court of California ruled rightly, and that because the par- 
tiles go into a new question offering evidence as to certain alleged 
illegal votes, thereby the burden of proof is changed. I deny that 
this is a law controlling the House or any court of the country. It 
never was the law and never will be. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I know my colleague does not desire to misrep- 
resent me. I did not say that because the supreme court of Califor- 
nia had decided a certain way the burden of proof had been shifted. 
I stated that the whole question rested upon the right of certain per- 
sons to vote and that the burden of proof rested upon the party who 
denied their right to vote. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Allow me to make a statement which I think 
may facilitate the studies of gentlemen. I say for myself that I have 
not studied this question but I have made a little study during this 
debate, and I think the statement of it if printed in the Recorp in 


cast 1 


question. 


That is not the rule. 
You cannot shift the burden of proof upon the other 


the morning will aid and benefit those of either side who may care | is on the contestant to show that those votes were illegal, and that 


to read it. I proceed to give it. 
The vote in this congressional district was 19,103 for Wigginton and 
19,104 for Pacheco, The committee are unanimous in declaring that 








| stricken from the count of 
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1 vote in La Graciosa precinct shonld be transferred from Wigginton 
to Pacheco; that leaves the count 19.102 for Wigginton and 19,105 for 
Pacheco. So far the committee were nuanimous; they also unani- 
mously agree that 5 votes proved to have been illegally cast should 
be taken from Wigginton’s vote, reducing him to 19,097. 


The ma- 


jority assert and as I understand, at least by silence, the minority 


concur to the extent of 8 votes that should be taken from Pacheco 
for similar reasons. I may say, then, that virtually the committee 
unanimously agree that 5 illegal votes should be subtracted from the 
vote of Wigginton and & from that of Pacheco. If we will stop on 
the margin of unanimity the result will be Wigginton 19,097, Pa- 
checo 19,097. 

We have now exhausted the category of unanimity. It seems to 
me that this House will waste its time to listen to one word more on 
any question back of that line. We now enter the circle of ditfer- 
ences. The majority of the committee assert that not merely 8 but 
12 votes should be subtracted from Mr. Pacheco as illegal votes. To 
that statement the minority of the committee say no, not 12 but &. 
The minority contest 4 of these votes. The 4 votes that they con- 
test are the votes of Charles Watterman, Moses Atkinson, Charles Gil- 
bert, and J. C. Scott. 

The minority and the majority of the committee are not divided 
partywise on these 4 votes. Mr. ELiis, who was a member of the 
conunittee at the time this report was made, says that he does agree 
that the votes of Watterman and Scott should be deducted as ile- 
gal votes. Mr. CANDLER, of Georgia, says that he does not agree 
that the vote of Mr. Gilbert should be deducted. In other words, as 
to 3 of these 4 contested Pacheco votes party lines are broken. We 
ought to be thankful that at least judicial criticism does not always 
run in the groove of party. Therefore there are four parties voting 
for Pacheco about whom there is a difference not on party lines. 

There is one other point of difference and that is all. The minority 
assert that the majority did right when they deducted 5 votes from 
Wigginton’s count as illegal votes. They insist, however, that the 
majority ought to have deducted 11 votes. In other words, they 
move that 6 votes more be stricken from Wigginton’s count as illegal. 
Those 6 votes are the votes of Yorba, O’Mara, Methvin, Clark, Per- 
rett, and Peterson. 

Now we have the reduction of all the contested points into this 
simple compass; should the 4 votes have been stricken from Pa- 
checo’s count? Let us look at the testimony and determine that 
matter by to-morrow morning. I do not know; | have not read the 
testimony. Sheuld the 6 votes have been stricken from Wiggin- 
ton’s count, as the minority claim, or not stricken from it as the ma- 
We have the names here. Letus try once for all if we 
can set down toa plain question of law, which I presume will not 
cover more than twenty printed pages, in regard to these 10 voters. 

Now, if we decide that any 5 of those 10 voters ought to be 
either one of these claimants then we 
have the matter narrowed down to 1 vote. We need read over the 
testimony in regard to only 6 of these voters, if we come to the con- 
clusion that 6 should be counted either way. 

That is a very small matter to ask of us as judges. I pledge myself 
that between now and the time I am called upon to vote I will at- 
tempt to read the testimony in regard to at least a majority of the 
10 voters referred to. Until that time I do not know how I ought 
to vote or how I shall vote. For my part I do not now want to hear 
any discussion in reference to anything but those 10 voters. 

Mr. TIPTON. I rise more immediately for the purpose of express- 
ing my dissent from the doctrine that Mr. Wigginton or Mr. Pacheco 
is to maintain his right to a seat in this House, not by a preponder- 
ance of the evidence, but that he must satisfy the House beyond all 
reasonable doubt that he is entitled to the seat. In other words, I 
contend that the law is that that party is entitled to a seat in this 
House who shows his right to it by a preponderance of the evidence. 

As stated by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr.GaRFLELD, ] this ques- 
tion is narrowed down to a very small compass. If the four votes 
given by Watterman, Patterson, Gilbert, and Scott are to be counted 
for Mr. Pacheco, that will give him 19,101 votes, and will leave for 
Mr. Wigginton 19,097. Unless some of the votes that are contended 
for should be withdrawn from Mr. Pacheco, he is entitled to his seat by 
a majority of four votes. The question is as stated by the gentleman 
from Ohio, and there can be no dispute about that. It is narrowed 
down to a few witnesses in regard to the names in dispute. 

I have not studied the question with a view of discussing this evi- 
dence before the House. I had not intended to speak on this ques- 
tion. I simply rose to express my dissent from the doctrine which I 
understood was attempted to be maintained by the gentleman from 
Louisiana, [Mr. LEONARD. } 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I hope we will now adjourn. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Before we adjourn, as we will probably do shortly, 
I desire to restate the position which I endeavored to state in regard 
to the burden of proof in reference to these disputed votes. It is 


| alleged that four of the voters in dispute voted for Mr. Pacheco, and 


that they are illegal voters. It is admitted that the burden of proof 
they were given for the sitting member. 

Mr. TIPTON. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. TIPTON. Is it not true that each of these men who voted at 
the election now in dispute before the House was a prima facie legal 
voter? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Six of the persons in question, it is alleged by 
the sitting member, were illegal voters, and that they voted for the 
contestant, and as to these six persons the burden of proof is upon 
him. That is what I have stated in regard to the rale of evidence 
which governs in this case. Each case is to be decided by the pre- 
ponderance of the evidence, and not by the rule governing in crim- 
inal cases, Which requires that the evidence should be so clear as to 
be beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Mr. LEONARD. I believe, Mr. Speaker, I have whatever remains 
of the hour. 

The SPEAKER. There are thirty minutes remaining of the hour 
which the gentleman from Louisiana is entitled to. 

Mr. MILLS. I move the House adjourn, 


WILLIAM LUCAS, 


The SPEAKER. Pending the motion to adjourn the Chair will 


lay before the House several communications from the Executive De- 
partments. 


There was no objection. 

TheSVEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting papers in the claim of Will- 
iam Lucas, of Jeflerson County, Missouri; which was referred to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

ANSON MILLS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting papers in the claim 
of Anson Mills; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Ailairs. 

LAKE MICHIGAN SHIP-CANAL. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report of Major H. 
M. Roberts on the improvements of Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan 
Ship-Canal and Harbor; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, 
JAMES WILSON. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report of the Adju- 
tant-General on House bill No. 472, for the relief of James Wilson ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


ENROLLED BILL, 


Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that | 


they had examined and found truly enrolled an act (H. R. No, 1454) 
to change the name of the consulate at Omoa and Truxillo; when 
the Speaker signed the same. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. SMITH, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, was granted in- 
detinite leave of absence on account of serious illness in his family. 
CHARLES F. CARR. 


On motion of Mr. MORSE, by unanimous consent, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal from the files of the House of the Forty-third 
Congress the papers relating to the claim of Charles F. Carr; and 
the same were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

IMPROVEMENT OF OHIO, MISSISSIPPI, AND MISSOURI RIVERS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, I have been requested by the 
Committee on Railways and Canals to move that that committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 1907) 
for the improvement of the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri Rivers, 
and to move that it be referred to the Committee on Commerce. I 
introduced the bill myself and had it referred to that committee, 
during the contest between the two committees, under Rules 79 and 94. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the change of reference, the 
bill not to be brought back under a motion to reconsider? 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

CRIMES ON INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. BICKNELL, by unanimous consent, the same 
committee was discharged from the further consideration of a bill 
(H. R. No. 1193) to extend the jurisdiction of the district and circuit 
courts of the United States for the punishment of crimes over Indian 
reservations within the limits of any State or organized Territory ; 
and the same was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. In both cases not to be brought back by a motion 
to reconsider. 

And then, on motion of Mr. MILLS, (at four o’clock and thirty min- 
utes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 


innder the rule, and referred as stated: 


By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of Mechanics’ Type Foundery 
Company, at Chicago, Illinois, that tariff duties remain unchanged 
until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of workingmen of Chicago, Illinois, against any 


reduction of duties which protect their labor, and against the 
| imposition of the war tax on tea and coflee—to the same come it = 
By Mr. BACON: The petition of Ethridge Fuller & Co. and ake” 
in 1elation to the tax on tobacco—to the same committee, i 
By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of 125 eniployés of iron manuf. 
urers of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, against any reduction of _ 
duties which protect their labor and against the reimposition of the 
war tax on tea and coflee—to the same committee. 
By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of J. W. Greene and 7 othe 
in tobacco, of Nashua, New Hampshire, that a drawback be 
all such dealers in the event of 2, reduction of the tax on m:; 
ured tobacco and cigars—to the same committee. 
| By Mr. BRIGHT: Papers relating to the claim of William Brind|p— 


r dealers 
allowed 
Anufact- 


to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of 100 citizens of Pike County 
Missouri, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of Cook’s Mills, Pennsyly 
against any reduction of duties which protect labor and against the 
reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: Four petitions of workingmen of Brook- 
| lyn, New York, engaged in the manufacture of licorice paste, bicar- 

bonate of soda, and boxes, and of workingmen of Green Point, New 
| York, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLAFLIN: The petition of eleven dealers in tobacco, of 
Newton, Massachusetts, for a drawback in case the tax on tobacco js 
reduced—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLYMER: The petition of William D. C. Murdock, for the 
payment of the balance of a claim for wood taken and used by the 
United States Army—to the Committee on War Claims. ; 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of N. M. Barton and 60 other citi- 
zens of Hadley, Michigan, against the reduction of duties on wool 
and woolen goods—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: The petitions of citizens of Almond, 
New York, for the remonetization of silver and the repeal of the 
resumption act—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petitions of Ellis, Knapp & Co. and other manufacturers, 
of New York; and of D. W. Odiorne and other manufacturers, of 
New York City, that tariff duties remain unchanged until thoroughly 
investigated—to the Committee of Ways and Means. , 

By Mr. DENISON: Resolutions of the Vermont Merino-Sheep 
Breeders’ Association, favoring the retention of tariff on woo! and 
woolen goods—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of the Minnesota Temperance 
Union, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
| traftic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| By Mr. EDEN: Thepetitions of Thomas Jeffries and Eleanor Jack- 

son, for pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of John C. Landreau, for relief—to 

| the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
| By Mr. EVANS, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Mrs. Mary Ann 
Edelen, for an increase of pension—to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

| By Mr. FIELD: The petition of Silas Pierce & Co., and 52 other 
firms, of Boston, Massachusetts, to be paid a drawback in case tho 


ania, 





—— 


tax on manufactured tobacco is reduced—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petitiou of E. Keen, jr., & Co., and other deal- 
ers in tobacco, of Lewiston, Auburn, and Rockland, Maine, of similar 
import—to the same comunittee. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH. The petition of Winter & Ball, and 
other manufacturers, at Jersey City, New Jersey, that tarifi duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the same con- 
mittee. 

Also, the petition of New York merchants for a reduction in the 
rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HAYES: Papers relating to the establishment of post-routes 
from Vermillionville to Tonica, Iinois; and from Minooka to Na Au 
Soy—to the Committee on the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of W. M. Tomlinson, and 
other citizens of North Urban, New York, against the passage of the 
Bland silver bill and similar legislation—to the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency. 

By Mr. HUNTER: The petition of the State Grange of the Patrons 
of Husbandry of Indiana, that 6 per cent. be fixed as the legal rate 
of interest—to the same committee. ; 

Also, the petition of John B. Dowd, postmaster at Rockville, Indi- 
ana, to be relieved from liability for certain stamped envelopes which 
were stolen from his office—to the Committee of Claims. ae 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of Daniel William- 
son—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: The petition of 120 farmers of Kalamazoo 
County, Michigan, that the present duty on wool be retained—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of 217 workingmen of Philadel- 
phia, against any chanze in the tariff laws reducing duty on foreign 
goods—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MAGINNIS: Memorial of the Legislative Assembly of Mon- 
tana Territory, asking the establishment of a branch mint at Helena, 


_—— 








1872. 
erritory—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 


Montana T 


Measures. 


4]s0 memorial of the Legislature of Montana for a land grant in aid 
if : railroad from the line of the Union Pacific Railroad to Helena, 
Montana Territory—to the Committee on the Pacitic Railroad. 
: By Mr. MAYHAM: The petition of J. B. Sheftield & Son, manu- 
facturers, at Saugerties, New York, that tariff duties remain un- 
changed until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways 
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Macedon ; of Elizabeth Schomaker, Mrs. J. 8S. Clarke, Mrs. William J. 
Cunningham, jr., M. F. Wood, and cther citizens of New York City ; 
and of Jane DeForest Hull, C. Eva Preston, Charlotte A. Coleman, 


| Sarah Olmstead, and other citizens of New York City, New York, of 
| Similar import—to the same committee. 





aud Means. a eas one . , 
: By Mr McGOWAN: Three petitions from 488 citizens of Michigan, 


for the retention of the tariff on wool—to the same committee. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of workingmen of Philadelphia, | 
avainst the reduction of the tariff upon carpets and against the re- | 
- osition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the same committee. 
as Mr. PATTERSON, of New York: The petition of manufactur- 
ers of Olean, New York, to be refunded for loss of stock in case of a 


reduction of the tax on manufactured tobacco—to the same com- | 


= Mr. RANDALL: The petition of Wright Brothers & Co. and 


other manufacturers of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the same com- 


pittee. aie bce ‘ 
‘i Bs Mr. REILLY: The petition of citizens of Schuylkill County, 


Pennsylvania, for an amendment to the Bland silver bill, so as to 
make the silver dollar equal to the gold dollar and to contain 430 
grains, more or less—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of E. H. Heywood | 
and others, of Massachusetts, for the repeal or modification of sections | 
1785, 3874, 3493, 5389, and 2491, United States Revised Statutes—to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Henry W. Hill and others, workingmen of 
Worcester, Massachusetts, against a change in the tariff—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of M. H. Spaul- 
ding & Co. and others, of Massachusetts, dealers in manufactured 
tobacco, for the consideration of their interests if a reduction of tax 
is made—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SMALLS: The petition of the town council of Beaufort, | 
South Carolina, that Port Royal be made a naval station—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Henry J. Rodgers, for compensa- 
tion for the use of the Rodgers code of signals—to the same com- 
mittee, 

Also, memorial of the Board of Trade of Baltimore, Maryland, 
praying for the rebuilding of Cape Henry light-house, and enlarging | 
the scope of its light—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, memorial of underwriters, ship-owners, agents, &c., of similar | 
import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON : Papers relating to the claims of Will- 
iam Beddo, E. C. Fuller, John Hensley, and A. J. Henson—to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. WARD: The peionnet 200 workingmen of Chester, Penn- 
sylvania, and of 75 workingmen of Irvington, Pennsylvania, against 
u reduction of tariff duties—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: Papers relating 
post-routes from Triune, via Arrington, to Rock Hill, and from Les- 
ter’s to Minneford, Tennessee—to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WOOD: Memorial of the Ladies’ Memorial Association of 
Augusta, Georgia, to be relieved from paying duties on certain marble 
and statues to be brought from Genoa, Italy, to be used in erecting a 
monument to the memory of their honored dead—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE, 


By Mr. BALLOU: The petitions of Anna W. Spencer, a citizen of 
Warwick, and of Catherine Cornell Knowles, a citizen of East Green- 
wich, Rhode Island, for the removal of their political disabilities— 
to the Committee of Elections. 

Also, the petition of Caroline Wilford, Anna W. Spencer, Anson 
Williams, George Nichols, and 32 other citizens of East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island, for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising citizens of the United States on 
account of sex—to the same committee. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petitions of Aurelia E. Holmes and Mrs. 
Amy C. Moore, citizens of Lebanon, Michigan, for the removal of 
their political disabilities—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BRIDGES: The petition of Anna C. Keplar, Kate Lockman, 
Jacob G. Presler, B. F. Trexler, and other citizens of Allentown, Penn- 
s)lvania, for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the sev- 
eral States from disfranchising citizens of the United States on 
account of sex—to the same committee. 


a Mr. COX, of Ohio: The petition of Ella D. Clarke Jennie B. 
10m as, 


to the establishment of | 


By Mr. DUNNELL: The petitions of Susan D. Cady, Rhoda Lowe, 
C. P. Lamson, Charles A. Cady, and of Helen E. Farmer, C. W. Tay- 
lor, H. B. Thayer, Chandler Persons, Jay J. Sargent, and other citi- 
zens, of Spring Valley, Minnesota, of similar import—to the same 


committee, 


Also, the petition of Susan P. Cady and Laura M. Allen, citizens 


of Spring Valley, Minnesota, for the removal of their political dis- 
abilities—to the same committee. 


By Mr. DWIGHT: The petition of Mary E. Stone, Oliver A. Wood, 


QO. C. Stone, Otis E. Wood, H. J. Ogden, and 23 other citizens of Dry- 
den, and of Mr. K. A. Benchley, Addie McGowan, Joseph Sinton, J. 8. 


Briggs, M. D., Mrs. J. 8S. Briggs, and 165 other citizens of Ithaca, New 
York, for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the several 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of Daniel Flower, E. M. Flower, 





| A. D. Wade, Mrs. E. Reede, and other citizens of Lake County, Ohio, 


of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GARTH: The petition of Annie B. Robertson, P. Holmes 
Drake, Viney Bearsley, and other citizens of Huntsville, Alabama, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HANNA: The petitions of Rhoda B. Meaninck, Mary Wil- 
son, P. F. Hall, E. L. Pare, and other citizens of Reno, and of Thomas 
Atkinson, Francis Atkinson, Eleanor Pierce, and other citizens of Ox- 
ford, Indiana, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HART: The petitions of Cornelia Gardner, Louise H. Fish, 
Julia Barker, Amy Post, and other citizens of Rochester, and of Char- 
lotte Largdon Ames, Mary Sherburne Cooper, Eliza M. Snow, and 
other citizens of Rochester, of similar import—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. HENDEE: The petition of Sarah M. Perkins, Ann Maria 
W. Chase, and Willard Chase, citizens of West Concord, Vermont, of 
similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of W. Putnam, Mary Aex, Philip 
S. Moxone, W. R. Wells, and 38 others, citizens of Mount Morris, New 
York, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of Mrs. M. A. Stratton, Mrs. J. 
E. Waite, R. 8. Stratton, R. J. Smithe, and other citizens of California, 
of similar iinport—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of 5. P. Duncan, Theresa Massey, 
Stella Fisk, William H. May, Lewis Blair, and other citizens of 
Galena, Missouri, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PATTERSON, of New York: The petition of Jane Knight, 
Harriet Nelson, Willism B. Martin, C. D. Mitchell, and other citizens 
of Busti, New York, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Mrs. C. L. Jones, Susan k. Smith, 
L. Rk. McIntosh, A. J. Dayton, and other citizens of East Haddam, 
Connecticut, of similar import—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: The petition of Emma Barr, a citizen of Hol- 

yoke, Kansas, for the removal of her political disabilities—to the 
| Same Committee. 
By Mr. POUND: The petition of Mrs. W. W. Ames, Mrs. H. Perry, 
| William Wilson, W. W. Ames, D. D., and other citizens of Menomonee; 
of Harriet Wirz, Mrs. D. 8. Harrington, Asahel Wirz, 8. E. Barber of 
Tainter; and of Mrs. M. H. MeCarty, Mary Van Allen, LB. B. Downs, 
| L. S. Wilson, and other citizens of Dunn, Wisconsin, for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution prohibiting the States from disfranchising 
citizens of the United States on account of sex—to the same com- 
mittee, 

Also, the petitions of Mrs. James Corning, of Mrs. E. M. Drake, of 
| Mrs. L. 8. Mason, citizens of Dunn; and of Mrs. Kev. W. W. Ames, 
of Menomonee, praying that their political disabilities may be re- 
moved—to the saine committee. 

By Mr. ROSS: The petition of Ann H. Connelly, Mary B. Leggett, 
| Anna N.S. Anderson, John H. Shotwell, and other citizens of Rah- 
way, New Jersey, for an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States prohibiting States from disfranchising United States citizens 
on account of sex—to the same committee. 

By Mr. STEWART: The petition of Sarah B. Stearns, M. Peyton, 
and others, of Duluth, Minnesota, of similar import—to the samo 
committee. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of Cora E. Williams, for 
the removal of her political disabilities—to the same committee. 

By Mr. TUCKER: The petition of Orra Langham, of similar im- 
port—to the same committee. 
| By Mr. TURNEY: The petition of Sadie P. Hamilton, Mary Mark- 
inson, and others of Greensborough, Pennsylvania, for an amendment 
to the Constitution prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 





lar import—to the same committee. 


By Mr. COX, of New York: The petitions of Avis Satterlee, Mel- 


vina Whitford, D. R. Stillman, John M. Mosher, Ira A. Place, and | 


~- citizens of Alfred; of Sarah Rathbone, Elizabeth M. Brown, 
1. Boughton, Timothy Howland, R. 8. Merrell, and other citizens of 





» C. 8. Watters, and other citizens of Toledo, Ohio, of simi- | 


United States citizens on account of sex—to the same committec. 
By Mr. WILLITS: The petitions of Mrs. D. W. C. Wisner and 37 
| other citizens of Fayette, Hillsdale County, Michigan, of Mrs. H. 
R. Gardner and 26 other citizens of the same place, and of Eliza Jane 
Christie, of London, Monroe County, Michigan, for the removal of 
their political disabilities—to the same committee. 
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IN SENATE, 
THuRsDAY, February 7, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
‘The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was real and approved. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. THEODORE 
PF. KING, one of its clerks, announced that the Speaker of the House 
had signed the enrolled bill (IL. R. No. 1454) to change the name of 
the consulate at Omoa and Truxillo; and it was thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of the 
First Presbyterian church of Easton, Pennsylvania, signed by the 
pastor and officers, praying for the appointment of a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the memorial of M. W. Cooper and 
67 others, citizens of Michigan, remonstrating against a reduction of 
the duties on foreign wool; which was referred to the Committee on 
}inance. 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of the Congregational church of 
Foxborough, Massachusetts; the petition of the Congregational church 
of West Stockbridge Centre, Massachusetts ; the petition of the Bap- 
tist church of Beverly, Massachusetts; the petition of the Congre- 
gational church of West Barnstable, Massachusetts ; the petition of 
the North Evangelical church of Newton, Massachusetts; the peti- 
tion of the Methodist Episcopal church of Springtield, Massachusetts; 
the petition of the First Baptist church of Westminster, Massachu- 
setts; the petition of the Second Congregational church of West 
Springtield, Massachusetts, and the petition of the Village church of 
Medway, Massachusetts, praying for the appointment of a commis- 
sion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor trafiic; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of the Presbyterian church of 
Lafayette avenue, Brooklyn, New York, Theodore L. Cuyler, pastor, 
praying the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traflic; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of the Congregational church 
of Entield, Massachusetts; the petition of the Baptist church of 
North Uxbridge, Massachusetts ; the petition of the Congregational 
church of Littleton, Massachusetts; the petition of the Methodist 
Episcopal church of West Quincy, Massachusetts ; the petition of the 
Virst Congregational church of Ware, Massachusetts, and the peti- 
tion of the Methodist Episcopal church of Blandford, Massachusetts ; 
praying for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning 
the aleoholic liquor traflic; which were referred to the Committee on 
}inance, 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I present the petition of a large number of citi- 
zeus of the Territory of Washington, residing in the counties of King, 
Clarke, Kitsap, Whatcom, and Cowlitz, representing that under the 
organic act of the Territory, passed in 1853, no banking corporation 
is allowed to exist, nor can any branch of a foreign banking corpora- 
tion be opeued or established in that Territory, and that in conse- 
quence of this unnecessary restriction the citizens, trade, and com- 
merece of that Territory are compelled to pay excessive rates of in- 
terest, varying from 14 to 24 per cent. per year, while the citizens are 
also compelled at great inconvenience to go into and borrow moneys 
from banking corporations in the adjoining States of California and 
Oregon and the colony of British Colambia. They therefore petition 
Congress for the passage of a law repealing that section of the organic 
law of the Territory which forbids the establishment of any branch 
or agency of a foreign banking corporation in the Territory. I move 
that the petition be referred to the Committee on Territories. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DENNIS presented a petition of merchants of the city of Bal- 
timore, Maryland, representing that they are compelled to sustain 
considerable loss by being forced to receive from their customers the 
subsidiary silver coin and have to sell the same at $ to 1 per cent. 
discount, and praying the enactment of a law requiring the Treasury 
Department to exchange United States Treasury notes for silver coin 
whenever called upon by holders of the same; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of Traill Green, Thomas F. 
Miller, and other citizens of Gaston, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of Howard, Pennsylva- 
nia, manufacturers of iron, remonstrating against a reduction of the 
duties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
and coffee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MCPHERSON presented the petition of W.N. Ogboro and other 
citizens of Smith’s Landing, New Jersey, and the petition of the Con- 
cordia Lodge of Good Templars, of Glassborough, New Jersey, praying 
the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traflic ; whieh were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WHYTE presented the memorial of Clement D. Hill, of Prince 
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George’s County, Maryland, praying to have refunded to }; as 
the Treasury of the United States, certain moneys, the presseds of 
the sale of certain lands in the State of Maryland sold in nea . 
of a decree of the United States district court for the eg 

. ° 4 Urit 0 
Maryland ; which was referred to the Committee on Claims ; 

Mr. SAULSBURY presented the petition of the officers and in 
bers of the Walola Lodge of Good Templars, of Wilmington D la 
ware, praying for the appointment of a commission of iiquiry ¢,,. 
cerning the alcoholic liquor tratlic ; which was referred to the Coy, 
mittee on Finance. = 

He also presented the petition of Emma G. Neilson, praying 
allowance tor commutation to the estate of her father, a chay i 
the Army in his life-time ; which was referred to the 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. ALLISON. I present a resolution adopted by the Liber] 
League of Florence, Iowa, favoring an amendment to the Constity. 
tion so as to separate completely Church from State, 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 present the petition of Horatio N. Stoliker 
the petition of Thomas Wilson, and the petition of A. N. Tilden and 
several others, citizens of Vermont, on the subject of the pension-law 
limitation, which has been so often referred to. I move that these 
petitions be committed to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented the petition of the Congregational chureh of 
North Carver, Massachusetts; the petition of the Congregation,| 
church of Wellesley, Massachusetts; the petition of members and 
officers of temperance societies of Attleborough, Massachusetts : the 
petition of the First Congregational church of Hopkinton, Massachy- 
setts; the petition of the Baptist church of South Framingham, Mas- 
sachusetts; the petition of the Baptist church of Hopkinton, Massa- 
chusetts; the petition of the First Congregational church of Prescott, 
Massachusetts; the petition of the Congregational church of East 
Taunton, Massachusetts; and the petition of the Second Baptist 
church of Beverly, Massachusetts, praying the appointment of a com- 
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FERRY presented the memorial of L.J.Van Lenven and 9 others, 
workingmen of Gratiot County, Michigan; the memorial of James 
Falconer and 68 others, workingmen of Casnovia, Michigan; and th 
meworial of George Hopkins and 66 others, workingmen of Bea: 
Lake, Michigan, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on 
imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and cotlee; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

IIe also presented the petition of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
of Chieopee, Massachusetts; the petition of the Union Congregational 
chureh, of Groton, Massachusetts ; the petition of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, of Oxford, Massachusetts ; the petition of the Con- 
gregational church, of Wayland, Massachusetts ; the petition of the 
First Baptist church, of Somerset, Massachusetts ; and the petition of 
the Baptist church, of Rowe, Massachusetts, praying the appoint- 
ment of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
trafic; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
DISTRICT BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution to print extra copies of the report of the board of 
health of the District of Columbia, reported it without amendment, 
and the resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That 1,500 extra 
copies of the report of the board of health of the District of Columbia for the year 
1877 be printed for use and distribution by said board. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
¥ Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 695) to amend section 2289 of the Revised 
Statutes, and to repeal certain sections relating to the growth of tim- 
ber on the public domain and the provisions of law governing pre- 
emption entries ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 696) for the relief of settlers on lands within rail- 
road limits; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

CLERICAL FORCE, 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer the following resolution and ask for its 
present consideration ; and I ask the attention of the Senator from 
West Virginia, [Mr. Davis, ] if he will be kind enough to listen to the 
resolution, which is similar to one I offered a day or two ago, only 
changed a little: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations be and it is hereby instructed 
to inquire whevber there exists adequate provision for the prompt examination 
report, and action in pension cases in the Pension Bureau and in the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral’s Office, and that said committee report thereon by bill or otherwise as soon 
as may be. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion. 7 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I suggest to the Senator from Ver- 
mont whether it would not suit his purpose just as well to request 


an 
) 
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fe committee a discretion in the matter. It is quite unusual in this 
ody, as 1 believe, to instruct a committee to do any particular thing ; 
lag it would answer, as I think it will, the purpose of the Senator 
a as well, L suggest that he make that change in the resolution. 

"Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I respectfully submit that it is 
onysnal in this body to request a committee to do anything, but, on 

-. eontrary, it is usual and universal to command it to do something. 

ommittee to which I have the honor to belong, in all resolutions 

are sent to it is “instructed to inquire and report.” That is, ac- 
cording to the best of my recollection, the universal phrase. There- 
fore | must insist if it is agreeable to the Senate—and if it is not they 
can vote it—upon having a vote on the resolution as it stands. 

Mr. WITHERS. I will inquire of the Senator from Vermont if 
the general phraseology is not to instruct a committee to inquire and 
report as to the expediency of the proceeding, not to direct the com- 
mittee positively ? ‘ ' 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why, Mr. President, will the Secretary be kind 
enough to read the resolution again? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, the second reading 
of the resolution strikes me very differently from the first. There 
was, as you are aware, a good deal of confusion here, and I did not 
hear the precise language, but supposing it to be similar to the reso- 
lution offered by the Senator from Vermont a day or two ago, I be- 
lieved that it ought not to pass. In its present form I do not see 
the same objection to it, though I think it might be put in different 
language, 80 as to request the committee instead of instructing it. 
However, I shall not object to it myself in its present form. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I changed the form though not the substance, as 
l understand it, from the original resolution, in order to meet the 
tender susceptibilities of anybody who was touchy upon the subject. 
lam glad it is growing to be satisfactory as it is growing to be un- 
derstood. But while the subject is under consideration I want to 
refer to the report of the Surgeon-General on this subject of the defi- 
ciency of clerks, and so forth, which was alluded to the other day. 
In the report of the Surgeon-General for the fiscal year ending the 
uth of June, 1877, page 9, is the following: 

It is my duty to call attention to the fact that the efficiency of the Pension di- 
vision of this office has been seriously impaired by the reduction of clerical force 

we in July, 1s74, and October, 1876. The number of clerks and stewards em- 

ed in the division during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874, was ninety-four. 
[hey searched and sent out replies in 18,535 cases, leaving only nine hundred and 
nty-five on hand unanswered at the close of the fiscal year. In other words, 
ivision was then only about three weeks behind its work, which was satis- 
factorily discharged without unnecessary delay. The reduction of force, which 
wok effect July 1, 1874, diminished the number of clerks sixty-six— 
Phat was from ninety-four to sixty-six— 


das the number of demands for information did not diminish, the work began 


) fall steadily behindhand. July 1, 1276, the number of cases remaining unan- 
swered was 12,919; nevertheless October 10, 1876, anotber reduction of clerical force 
went » effect, still farther diminishing the number of clerks to forty-six. The 
ine e result, in spite of the most strennous efforts, has been the very large 
number of cases now reported as awaiting action. 

Congress at its last session authorized the Secretary of War to detail twenty 
enlisted men for clerical work in this office. This act went into effect July 1, 1877. 

he assistance thus afforded will certainly be very considerable, as will undoubt- 

appear in the report for the next fiscal year; but it is my duty to po nt out 
that this additional force is not sufficient to meet the exigencies of the case. All 
that can be hoped is that if the number of demands on the office continues about 
the as the average number received annually for the last seven years the 
rof replies will approximate the number of demands made, so that the divis- 

ion will not fall much further behindhand in its work. 

It is eleven or twelve thousand cases, they say. 


But it cannot recover the lost ground with the clerical force now allowed; and 
every consideration of justice and economy makes it so desirable that it should do 
so that I earnestly recommend the employment of fifty additional clerks of class I 
for ong a time as may be necessary to enable the division to dispose promptly 
of the work now in arrears. ; 


aa is all I wish to say, Mr. President. That gives the history of 
the reduction. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. As the number of employés in the 
“urgeon-General’s Office has been referred to probably it would be 
well to say that the office last year had one hundred and fifty-five 
clerks with the twenty enlisted men detailed to that office. The esti- 
mate was for one hundred and sixty-seven clerks, but twelve greater 
than the actual number allowed. Therefore the fact is that the Sur- 
geon-General’s Office last year was given the number of clerks which 
it has now, within twelve of the number asked for. The estimate 
the present year for 1879 is one hundred and seventy-two, though 
ii the report which the Senator from Vermont read the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral speaks of fifty which would be added tothe number he has now, 
ir stead of one hundred and seventy-two as his estimates called for. 
Itisa fact that in the Pension Office, which is also covered by the 
r solution, last year three hundred and thirty-eight clerks were appro- 
priated for and the estimate was for three hundred and thirty-nine 
— within one clerk of what the Pension Office asked for. There- 
_ neat see the justice of these two offices now complaining 
pes ley are so far behind in their work, when in reality, taking the 

‘0 offices together, there were appropriations made last year for the 


oa it fiseal year within thirteen men of what the two offices asked 


1 referred the other day to a practice which has existed in regard 
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to a good many clerks formerly, but not at present, as from informa- 
tion I have I judge that the abuse has ceased under the present ad- 
ministration, and probably all the work is being done that can be 
done with the force on hand. That I cannot answer for; at least I 
know nothing of it; but it is a fact in evidence that two years ago 
from the Pension Office a gentleman by the name of Stiles, I believe, 
who is now appointment clerk in the Interior Department, was de- 
tailed from the Pension Office to do service in a political committee 
in this District, and also a gentleman by the name of Caffrey, I think. 
The report made in the House, called the Jenks report, contains the 
evidence of it, and shows further that the pension officer said it was 
done believing there was no harm in it, as it was usual to detail men 
from that office for political service. 

However, I do not desire to go into the details of the Pension Office, 
because the bill will come along before a great while and then will be 
the time to talk of these matters. Perhaps this inquiry may bring 
some information; but the fact stands that during the present year 
the two offices, the Surgeon-General’s Office and the Pension Oftice, 
received within thirteen clerks of what the heads of those offices 
asked for in the estimates. ° 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not a very accurate way of putting it, 
that the two offices have within thirteen of what they asked for. If 
one needs fifty and has not got any, and the other has got all it needs, 
that does not help the work along any, inasmuch as both offices must 
proceed independently. The fact that there is a surplus of force, if 
that is a fact, in the Pension Office, would not help the poor soldier 
an atom if there was a deficiency in the Surgeon-General’s Office. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. But the Senator will recollect I stated 
that in one oftice there was but one clerk and but twelve in the other 
below the number asked for, so that there cannot be the deficiency 
the Senator refers to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator would only look at the estimates a 
little more closely he would find that under the admonition that those 
offices had had in the Congress before they estimated for just about 
what the previous appropriation had allowed. Then the upshot of 
the business is, according to the explanation of the Senator from West 
Virginia, taking it to be accurate as to Stiles and the misdoings of pol- 
iticians in the Pension Oflice, which I do not believe—of course I be- 
lieve the Senator, he will understand me, but I think he is mistaken 
as he would find if he had all the facts—the result of the performance 
has been that in order to punish or rectify the mistake of some poli- 
tician or two who got out of the Pension Office and went astray, ten 
thousand poor pensioned soldiers, or rather those who ought to be 
pensioned, or a great number, probably—some of them would be re- 
jected no doubt—have been crucified as a method of rectifying this 
wrong in the Pension Office. If my friends over the way can stand 
that sort of justice, perhaps the rest of us can. 

Mr. INGALLS. Before this resolution is acted upon I wish the 
Senator from Vermont would consent to an amendment directing the 
committee to inquire and report further upon the propriety of trans- 
ferring the pension business to the Department of War. I have never 
been able to understand the reason why the business of paying the 
pensions of this country was made an appendage of the Department 
of the Interior. The records both of the military history and of the 
medical history of every applicant for a pension are in the War De- 
partment. It is necessary in every case for the Department of the 
Interior to apply to the War Department for the preliminary infor- 
mation upon which a pension is to be granted. I believe that the 
efliciency of the Pension Bureeu would be very largely increased ara 
that it would be much more economically administered by being «ai- 
rectly transferred to that Department where it logically belongs. 
Without asking any action on the subject at present, 1 desire the Sen- 
ator from Vermont to consent to an amendment directing the com- 
mittee to report upon the propriety of this transfer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would be a question, Mr. President, that 
would more properly belong to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and the Committee on Pensions, of which my honorable friend is 
chairman. All that I wish to do now is to get the attention of the 
Committee on Appropriations tothe lack of funds necessary to attend 
to the business that by law is required to be attended to in order that 
these ten thousand wounded and sick soldiers can get their pension, 
assuming it to be due to them, if it turns out to bedue. Thatis what 
I wish to aceomplish now. What my honorable friend from Kansas 
has said is worthy of great consideration, but the Committee on Ap- 
propriations is not the proper committee, I think. 

Mr. WINDOM. I have no objection whatever to the passage of the 
resolution offered this morning by the Senator from Vermont, but on 
the other hand hope it may be unanimously adopted. The resolution 
offered day before yesterday I thought carried a little imputation or 
slight inference that the Committee on Appropriations might have 
neglected its duty in this regard. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It was not intended so. 

Mr. WINDOM. So regarding it, I should have opposed that reso- 
lution. I am too well aware, asI think all the members of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate are, of the efforts that have 
been made to secure sufficient appropriations for these Departments 
to be willing that any inference of that kind should be made. I 
know that this commiteee is not responsible for any lack of force in 
those Departments. I know that the committee unanimonsly desire 
that this appropriation shal] be full and complete for all the Depart- 
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ments or divisions which have to do with the pensions; and if this 
resolution shall pass I think the inquiry may be of some use in pre- 
paring and arranging and presenting the facts upon that subject. 

Ishould like to have the Senator from Vermont include in his reso- 
lution the Adjutant-General’s Office, for there has been some com- 
plaint upon thatsubject also. I desire that the committee shall make 
a full investigation, so that we may know just where the blame lies, 
if any exists. I think that the Senator from West Virginia has 
stated the fact with reference to the number of clerks asked for, but 
I am also aware of the fact that it has been very difficult for those 
Departments to secure sufficient clerical force, and that they esti- 
mated somewhat the number that they thought could be obtained 
rather than the number needed in all cases. In this case I think the 
Surgeon-General really desired more force than that mentioned in 
his estimates. I hope that the whole question may be investigated, 
and for one Iam willing to undertake the labor so far as the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations is concerned. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. At the suggestion of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations I will modify my resolution by including 
the office of the Adjutant-General. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution is so modified. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. IL only wish to sayin reply to my friend from Min- 
nesota that nothing was farther from my intention in the resolution 
I offered two days ago than either to express or imply the slightest 
reproach or criticism upon the Committee on Appropriations of this 
body. Iwas perfectly well aware, as I supposed every other Senator 
was, of how they had struggled in respect to these matters and other 
kindred efforts that will come up by and by to have the appropria- 
tions made adequate to the absolute necessities of the public service ; 
and how in spite of their efforts and struggles, and backed by the Sen- 
ate, they have failed. I did not intend to impute the slightest want 
of diligence to any gentleman of the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It strikes me that the resolution 
should more properly go to the Committee on Pensions, though as the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations has made no objection 
I certainly shall make none. I have always understood that the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations was not a committee to inquire into the 
propriety of making new laws but to provide for executing those 
already existing. But if it is thought best to send the inquiry to the 
Committee on Appropriations instead of the Committee on Pensions, 
which undoubtedly ought to have more knowledge of the question, 
I shall not object. I only make the suggestion for the consideration 
of the chairmen of the two committees and shall abide by whatever 
they think best. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

INSOLVENT SAVINGS-BANKS, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I move to take up Senate bill No. 265, 
which was under discussion yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (8. No. 265) to remit 
taxes on insolvent savings-banks, the pending question being on the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Finance, to insert as an 
additional section : 

Sec. 2. That in making further collections of internal-revenue taxes on bank 
deposits no savings-bank, recognized as such by the laws of its State and having 
ho « — stock, shall, on account of mercantile or business deposits heretofore re- 
ceived, upon which no interest has been allowed to the parties making such depos- 
its, be denied the exemptions allowed to savings-banks having no capital stock 
and doing no other business than receiving deposits to be loaned or invested for the 
sole benetit of the parties making such deposits, without profit or compensation to 
the banks, if suc h bank has paid the law fat tax upon the average amount of such 
business or mercantile deposits; but nothing in this section shall be construed to 


extend said exemptions to deposits hereafter made or in any way to affect the lia- 
bility of such deposits to taxation. 


The question being put on the amendment, there were on a divis- 
ion —ayes 23, noes 17. 

Mr. COCKRELL called for the yeas and nays, and they were or- 
dered. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I do not want to debate this question at 
any length; but it seems to me that it is bad legislation to tack on to 
a bill such as that introduced by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
Davis.) He presented a case which seemed to me to be a fair one 
for relief. The committee’s amendment is going into a system appli- 
cable to a numberof banks—how many I do pot know and do not care 

-nearly all located in a certain portion of the country for remission 
of taxation. It is because of the sort of legislation now proposed 
that we are in the trouble set forth by the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue in the report I read yesterday. By the Revised Statutes 
we had provided that: 

The deposits in associations or companies known as provident institutions, sav- 
ings-banks, savings-fonds, or savings-institutions, having no capital-stock and do- 
ing no other business than receiving deposits to be loaned or invested for the sole 
benefit of the parties making such deposits, without profit or Sa to the 
association or ny shall be exempt from tax on 80 much of their deposits as 
they have invested in securities of the United States and on all deposits not ex- 
ceeding $2,000 made in the name of any one person. 

That was certainly going far enough jn the way of exemption from 
taxation. Five hundred dollars would have been better than $2,000, 
while deposits in any sort of bank were taxed. 

After that was enacted an act was passed on the 6th day of June, 
1374, which became a law without receiving the signature of the 
President, professing to be explanatory of the former act, which ex- 
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tended it so as to bring about the mischief which Commissioner Prats 
in his report set forth so plainly in the extract which I x ul a 
Senate yesterday. This amendment now is for the relief of gy» a 
those banks that are claiming to be thus exempt. It belons ; 
general system of legislation, which system I think was show, 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] yesterday to be altoowrs, 
wrong. Merely because certain banks in a certain portion of the po, 
try see fit to call themselves by particular names and do the busine 
that other banks are doing all over the West under other names ¢,, 
the same purpose, the result is, as shown by the Senator from Kyy. 
sas and as shown by the commissioner in his report, to exempt ne mie 
all that character of banking capital in the State of Massachyse: 
from taxation; to require the city of New York, for example, to a 
greatly more—although it has $50,000,000 less banking capital—t),,, 
live of the New England States pay; and to call from the comm .. 
sioner, in his report to the Secretary of the Treasury, the demand jo, 
its repeal. After setting forth, as I read yesterday, that Califoyy), 
paid a tax upon her deposits, as compared with Massachusetts, of | 
to 1; Michigan, as compared to the same State, 16 to 1; Vipyinia 
as compared with Vermont, 5 to 1, and so on, and that in certyi, 
States, while of deposits made in the banks there were not ovo; 
$1,546,000,000, there was tax paid on only $780,000,000, and the ex, cig 
tions were all in a particular part of the country, the Commission. 
in that report said: 

I present these figures for your consideration and for such use as you dem 
—— to make in your report to Congress, and with this single remark. ¢ 
deposits in these so-called savings-institutions are thought a proper subject 
emption from taxation where they are employed with such profitable results. j: 
were better to return to the rule adopted by Congress in 1866, when deposits made 
by any one person in excess of $500 were subjected to taxation. 


i 
) 
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I think this amendment to this bill ought to be voted down and 
the Committee on Finance ought to look carefully into the whole 
subject of taxation, so as to equalize taxation and do justice to |! 
depositors. There is no reason why sixteen or eighteen Western 
States should pay taxes on every deposit in their States while par- 
ticular States in New England are paying almost no tax at all, sim- 
ply because their banks have assumed a special form, while making 
profits and using their profits to pay dividends and percentage to 
the men who hold the stock or advance bonds. There is no reason 
why any correction such as this is called should be made or why any 
relief should be given until a change of system is made applicable 
to all parts of the country alike. If anything is done, then, there 
ought to be an amendmeut repealing the act of June 18, 1474, where 
all the mischief came in, for that act extended it so as to make this 
proviso: 

Provided, That all the profits of such savings-banks, lees the aforementio 
dividends on stock not exceeding at the rate of 8 - cent. per annum, aro d 
among the depositors, and that the capital stock is invested only in the sa 
class of securities as is used for investing the deposits, and that interest at t 


rate of not less than 44 per cent. be paid in all cases to their depositors, to bo mad 
good if necessary from the capital stock. 


That produced this state of case, as was proved before the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means when I was a member of it over and over 
again, that in order to avoid taxation on his deposits a man who had 
say ten in a family would deposit $2,000 in his own name, $2,000 in 
his wife’s name, and $2,000 in the name of every child from the old 
est down to the baby, and each deposit would escape taxation. While 
that capital was invested just as profitably as it was in any other 
banks which paid taxes it avoided taxation altogether. The result 
is that by ingenious management the banks that are carried on under 
this system get clear of taxation altogether, while all the other banks 
in the other sections of the country have to pay. It ought to be 
equalized, and no correction ought to be made here in this form, no 
overruling of the Department ought to be indulged in, in my opin- 
ion, until a general system is carefully considered and perfected, so 
that there shall be equality everywhere. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I sought the floor yesterday to second 
the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky. The Senator and myself, 
it so happens, have had some opportunity to know about the work- 
ing of these institutions, and I think he will recollect as well as my- 
self the origin of this law of 1874, which has caused all the trouble. 
I agree with the Senator that any bank or any association whereso- 
ever situated that does a banking business should pay this tax, and 
I am not desirous by any amendment that I may support to exempt 
any institution that does a banking business from paying the tax. 
But I desire that the Senator from Kentucky and the Senator from 
Kansas should ascertain the facts before they repeat the statement, 
which they have made without understanding exactly the facts, that 
such institutions in Massachusetts and in New England, as the a a- 
ator from Kentucky has stated to-day, have by any covtrivance What 
ever, or by any legislation whatever, escaped a penny of tax. | 

The Senator from Kansas yesterday read from a table in a finance 
report that $238,000,000 of bank capital was employed in Massach 
setts and only $12,000,000 of that paid a tax. That is a mistake of 
fact entirely. There is not one dollar of that $235,000,000 mints 
$12,000,000 that does one particle of banking business. It is uncer(” 
head of “ Banks and Bankers, not National Banks,” and that 's 0" 
there is about it. There are savings-banks in Massachusetts that have 
an aggregate deposit of $235,000,000 I think, or somewhere i) Uitt 
neighborhood. By the law by which they are established and by the 
universal practice of those institutions, not one dollar of that money 
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.» be used in anything pertaining to banking. They are called 
po vs-banks, and hence they get into that table. No one person can 
. ait in those savings-banks more than a thonsand dollars. I know 
‘els true, as the Senator from Kentucky says, that a man will deposit 
‘ his own name a thousand dollars and in the name of his wife or his 
hild another thousand dollars sometimes; but every dollar of it has to 
be kept absolutely from banking business. It is loaned either upon 
real estate or upon Government securities or the like, at a given rate 
of interest; and that interest, save what it costs to keep the office, 
is paid back to the person who deposits the money. It is designed in 
Massachusetts—and that is the grand feature of the whole thing 
whieh 1 commend to the Senator from Kansas—to save the wages of 
jabor ; aud an actual examination into every deposit making up that 
avgregate of $235,000,000 reveals the fact that 75 per cent. of it is the 
ueekly and monthly deposit of the laborer in Massachusetts; and 
the clause of the Revised Statutes read by the Senator from Kentucky, 
that such deposits should be exempt from the United States tax, is 
precisely upon the principle that when Congress enacted the income 
tux they exempted the small incomes of $1,000 or $1,500 or $2,000 
because it was the income of poor men. 

Besides this there is another table in the same book. When the 
Senator from Kentucky says that the bank capital of Massachusetts 
or New England is exempt from taxation he is led into error by this 
statement. There is another table which shows that there are many 
million dollars of proper bank capital in my State, and it pays a tax, 
as shown in this very book, of 3 per cent., and in this very table are 
compared the rates through all the States, and New England pays 3 
per cent., and no other section of the country pays more than 4 per 
cent. That is just the fair statement of that fact. 

I agree with the Senator from Kentucky that the law of 1874 was 
au unwise law. It arose, if he will remember, from the fact that there 
was one of these savings-banks—I do not know in what State it was 
situated—that made application for individual relief. It was a case 
of this character. Although its business was just as exclusively as 
that of these banks in New England the loaning of the aggregate of 
small deposits, yet in order to make the deposits more secure it had 
added a capital stock by the act which created it to the protection 
and guarantee of the deposits. That was taxed by the general law; 
and the parties coming to Congress for relief they could not get a bill 
through for their relief ; and then Congress, unwisely in my opinion, 
passed a general law for the benefit of that particular institution. 

Now, while I wish to have every dollar of capital engaged in bank- 
ing proper taxed, and taxed alike in New England and in the West, 
Ido not desire to have the idea thrown out that in the particular 
section of country where I live there is any disposition or any fact 
that will justify the allegation that they have exclusive privileges 
there. There is not a dollar of banking capital in New England to my 
knowledge—there certainly is not in the State which I represent 
here—that does not pay just as much tax as that same capital does in 
any other State except the difference between local taxation in one 
State and in another. 

lam with the Senator from Kentucky in a desire to have that law 
revised. J am not in favor of passing a general law to meet a partic- 
ular case, and the whole mischief alluded to by Commissioner Pratt 
grew out of the fact that when a bill for the just and proper relief of 
a particular institution—I do not remember where situated—failed in 
Congress, they passed that general law which worked the results 
that the Senator from Kentucky has alluded to. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, the Senator from Massachusetts has 
stated the exact fact as I recollect it, and I only desire to read the 
law so that the Senate can look over it. I think it ought to be modi- 
fied or repealed, and I think the Committee on Finance ought care- 
fully to consider it. In anew law, the amendment of the Finance 
Committee might perhaps properly be a part; but it ought not to be 
passed now. That law, where for a particular case a private relief 
bill could not be passed, secured the same result that was wanted in 
that one case to every other bank; and it is out of that that the 
— = Comunissioner of Internal Revenue points out have grown. 

iat law is: 


That all deposits made in institutions now existing which do business only as 
savings-banks, and are recognized as such by the laws of their respective States 
or by Congress, aro hereby declared to be exempt trom taxation the same as de- 
posits In savings-institutions having no capital although they have a capital stock 
or bond for the additional security of their depositors, and pay dividends thereon ; 
and no tax shall be assessed upon the deposits made in such institutions or col- 
lec ted of them on said deposits otherwise than as herein provided: Provided, That 
ull the protits of such savings-banks, less the aforementioned dividends on stock 
not exceeding at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum, are divided among the deposit- 
ors, and that the capital stock is invested only in the same class of securities as is 
used for investing the deposits, and that interest at the rate of not less than 4} per 
ceut. be paid in all cases to their depositors, to be made good if necessary from the 


capital stock. 
This act was received by the President on the 6th of June, 1874, 
and the following note made by the Department of State: 


fi _ foregoing act, having been presented to the President of the United States 
+ chi approval and not having been returned by him to the House of Congress 
oe hit originated within the time prescribed by the Constitution of the United 
States, has become a law without his approval, 

It is to get the consideration of the Committee on Finance to that 
ad and to the modifications which the Commissioner of Internal 
»evenne says ought to be made in regard to it that I desire the sub- 


Ject embraced in the amendment of the Finance Committee not to 
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be passed on now but to be carefully considered by them when 
they come to consider what modification, if any, they will make of 
this law, and for the time being to allow the bill presented by the 
Senator from Illinois to pass without any amendment. I may vote, 
when it is considered by the Finance Committee, for such a bill as 
they may present, perhaps embracing the same idea that this amend- 
ment presents now; but I do not think it is wise to put that legisla- 
tion on such a bill as that of the Senator from Illinois. That is the 
ouly objection I have to it. 
Mr. MORRILL. Whatever may be the merits of the propositions 
made by the Senator from Kentucky, this is a very small matter, 
and it is clearly an equitable claim for relief that should be granted. 
The Commisssioner of Internal Revenue is now in favor of it. For- 
mer Commissioners ruled differently, and now when a new ruling 
comes up certainly these few banks ought not to suffer from it. I 
hope this amendment will be allowed to pass, and pass as nearly 
unanimously as possible. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 28, 
nays 27; as follows: 
YEAS—22, 
Matthews, 
Me Millan, 
Mitchell, 
Morrill, 
Oglesby, 
Paddock, 
Patterson, 
NAYS—27. 
Coke, Ingalls, 
Davis of West Va., Johnston 
Dennis, Jones of Florida, 
Eustis, Kirkwood, 
Garland, Lamar, 
Grover, McCreery, 
Hereford, McPherson, 
ABSENT—21. 
Kellogg, 
Maxey, 
Mec Donald, 
Randolph, 
Ransom, 
Saulsbury, 


Anthony, 
Barnum, 

Blaine, 

Booth, 

surnside, 
Cameron of Wis., 
Conkling, 


Dawes, 
Dorsey, 
Ferry, 
Hamlin, 
Hoar, 
Howe, 
Kernan, 


Rollins, 
Sargent, 
Saunders, 
W adleigh, 
Wallace, 
Whyte, 
Windom. 


Allison, 
Armstrong, 
Bailey, 
Beck, 
Butler, 
Chaffee, 
Cockrell, 


Merrimon, 
Morgan, 
Plumb, 
Teller, 
Voorhees, 
Withers. 


Bayard, 

Bruce, 

Cameron of Pa., 
Christiancy, 
Conover, 

Davis of Lllinois, 


Eaton, 

Edmunds, 
Gordon, 

Harris, 

Hill, 

Jones of Nevada, 


Sharon, 
Spencer, 
Thurman. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the vote will be taken on this bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. The Senator from Maine, who is entitled 
to the floor, [Mr. BLAINE,] kindly consents to waive his right until 
this bill is disposed of. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be continued under con- 
sideration if there be no objection. 

Mr. ALLISON. Unless this bill can be disposed of without farther 
debate, I shall insist on the regular order. 

Mr. MORRILL. There will be no debate. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter of the Sec- 
retary of War, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 2xth ultimo, a copy of report and map of a recent ex- 
amination of the Penobscot River, at Bangor, Maine, made by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel George Thom, Corps of Engineers ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


FREEDMEN’S HOSPITAL INVESTIGATION. 


Mr. SARGENT submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations be authorized to have printed 
the testimony taken under the resolution of the Senate of January 24, 1878, in the 
investigation of the affairs of the Freedmen's Hospital. 

GUANO ISLANDS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. With the consent of my colleague I wish the Sen- 
ate would allow me to call up a bill which I am sure will not take 
five minutes ; if it does, I will not press it now. It is House bill No. 
1474. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 1474) further to sus- 
pend the operations of section 5574 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, title 72, in relation to guano islands, was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations proposed to amend the bill by 
striking out in line 6 the word “ten” and inserting “five ;” so as to 
read : 

That section 5574, title 72, of the Revised Statutes of the United States be, and 
the same is hereby, further suspended, as therein set forth, for the period of five 
years next from and after the passage of this act 

Mr. WITHERS. I should like to hear some statement about this 
measure. I cannot tell anything about the merits of the bill or what 
it is proposed to do about it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. In 1852 there were certain keys or rocks discovered 
in the Pacific Ocean by American navigators. Our Government se- 
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cured to those discoverers the exclusive right of taking the guano 
found there. It provided further that the guano should be imported 
only into our own country, but by the provisions of the original law 
the operation of this restriction was suspended for five years and the 
suspension has been renewed from time to time. Subsequently to 
that period a large number of keys or rocks have been discovered in 
the Atlantic Ocean and the same rights have accrued. The fact that 
guano is of much less price than it was at that time has, for the ben- 
efit of commerce, led Congress to suspend that section up to this time, 
and it is to allow the parties to take that guano to other nations as 
well as our own that it is desirable that there should be action upon 
this bill that they may know what they are to do with their vessels. 


It does not, I think, interfere at all or in any way with the price of | 


the article in our own market. I believe the bill Las the unanimous 
approval of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WHYTE. As 1 understand it this is ouly a conttnuation of a 
suspension already provided for by the Revised Statutes ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is all. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to make this inquiry of the Sen- 


ator from Maine, whether the passage of this law will give these | 


parties the right to take guano to other countries, they having se- 
cured their privilege by an agreement to deliver their guano in this 
country ; whether it will not have the direct effect to keep up the 


am opposed to the measure. If their privilege is based on their obli- 
gation to deliver guano exclusively in this country and the effect of 
the suspension of the operation of the law is to allow them to carry 
it away to the increase of the price in this country, then I am op- 
posed to the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The owners of these islands and keys have uni- 
formly taken it abroad and yet the price has fallen continuously, 
owing probably mainly to the discovery of vast numbers of them. 
Che impression of those best informed on the subject is that this right 
to carry the article elsewhere does not affect our market at all. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Personally I happen to know a little abont the 


| years, has not been nearly so great as was the over-supply of 
price of guano while that guano is taken to other countries? If so, I 


Second. What power, then, has Congress over gold and silver? 
has the exclusive power to coin them; the exclusive power naira 


t 
tO ree 


their value; very great, very wise, very necessary powers, fo 
creet exercise of which a critical occasion has now arisen, |} 
men may ditfer about causes and processes, all will admit ¢} 
a few years a great disturbance has taken place in the relative 

of gold and silver, and that silver is worth less or gold is w, rth * 


in the money markets of the world in 1578 than in 1873, whey ; 
further coinage of silver dollars was prohibited in this countr:. r 
remonetize it now as though the facts and circumstances of tly: 9... 
were surrounding us, is to willfully and blindly deceive oypsely,. 
If our demonetization were the only cause for the decline in tho y. 
of silver, then remonetization would be its proper and ettecty 1] 
But other canses, quite beyond our control, have been far mor p wee 
tially operative than the simple fact of Congress prohibiting its fur 
ther coinage; and as legislators we are bound to take cognizanes, 
these causes. The demonetization of silver in the great German | 

pire and the consequent partial, or well-nigh complete, suspensioy 
coinage in the governments of the Latin Union, have been the | 
ing, dominant causes for the rapid decline in the value of silyer 
do not think the over-supply of silver has had, in comparison wi; 
these other causes, an appreciable influence in the decline 
value, because its over-supply with respect to gold in thes: 


A 


Mi 
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of its 


with respect to silver for many years after the mines of California 
and Australia were opened ; and the over-supply of gold from those 
rich sources did not affect the relative positions and uses of the two 
metals in any European country. 

I believe then if Germany were to remonetize silver and the kine 
doms and states of the Latin Union were to reopen their mints, silyv 
would at once resume its former relation with gold. The Enropeay 
countries when driven to full remonetization, as I believe they w 
be, must of necessity adopt their old ratio of fifteen and a half of s 


| ver to one of gold, and we shall then be compelled to adopt the sam: 
| ratio instead of our former sixteen to one. For if we fail to do this 


price of guano. The first ton of guano I ever bought I paid $40.25 | 


for, the best Peruvian guano; and now yon cannot go into the mar- 
ket and buy any guano, adulterated as it is, for any such price. 
The prices of guanos according to the qualities, have not fallen, 
at least such has not been the experience of the people in my State. 
Now, if the operation of this proposed law is to give to the parties 
engaged in this trade the privilege of continuing the enhanced prices 
of guano in this country, then the interest of the farmers is that their 
wishes shall not be complied with. If they have secured their privi- 
leges by an agreement to furnish their guano in this country, I say 
let them abide by their agreement and let the guano come into this 
country, and let our farming communities have the benelit of reduced 
prices by reason of securing it in this country. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, I have the section of the Revised 
Statutes before me, and,if I understand the effect of this bill, it is 
to authorize parties who by that section are required to contract to 
deliver guano to “citizens of the United States or persons resident 
therein” for five years, to carry it to and sell it in foreign countries. 
I will read the section. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I did not suppose the bill would excite any debate; 
but, as it does, in justice to my colleague I must let the bill go over. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will go over for the day. 


COLNAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the 
standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character. 

Mr. BLAINE. The discussion on the question of remonetizing sil- 
ver, Mr. President, has been prolonged, able, and exhaustive. I may 
not expect to add much to its value, but I promise not to add much 
to its length. I shall endeavor to consider facts rather than theories, 
to state conclusions rather than arguments: 

First. I believe gold and silver coin to be the money of the Consti- 
tution—indeed, the money of the American people anterior to the 
Constitution, which that great organic law recognized as quite inde- 
pendent of its own existence. No power was conferred on Congress 
to declare that either metal should not be money. Congress has there- 
fore, in my judgment, no power to demonetize silver any more than 
to demonetize gold; no power to demonetize either any more than to 
demonetize both. In this statement I am but repeating the weighty 
dictum of the first of constitutional lawyers. “Iam certainly of opin- 
jon,” said Mr. Webster, “ that gold and silver, at rates fixed by Con- 
gress, constitute the legal standard of value in this country, and that 
neither Congress nor any State has authority to establish any other 
standard or to displace this standard.” Few persons can be found, I 
apprehend, who will maintain that Congress possesses the power to 
demonetize both gold and silver, or that Congress could be justified 
in prohibiting the coinage of both; and yet in logic and legal con- 
struction it would be diflicult to show where and why the power of 


we shall, as before, lose our silver, which like all things else seeks | 
highest market; and if fifteen and a half pounds of silver will buy as 
much gold in Europe as sixteen pounds will buy in America, the si! 
ver, of course, will go to Europe. But our line of policy in a 
movement with other nations to remonetize is very simple and very 
direct. The difficult problem is what we shall do when we aim to 
re-establish silver without the co-operation of European powers, and 
really as an advance movement to coerce them there into the same 
wlicy. Evidently the first dictate of prudence is to coin such ad 
en as will not only do justice among our citizens at home, but will 
prove a protection—an absolute barricade—against the gold mono-1 
allists of Europe, who, whenever the opportunity offers, will quickly 
draw from us the one hundred and sixty millions of gold coin still iy 
our midst. Andif we coin asilver dollar of full legal-tender, obvious!) 
below the current value of the gold dollar, we are opening wide our 


| doors and inviting Europe to take our gold. And with our gold 


flowing out from us we are forced to the single silver standard aud 
our relations with the leading commercial countries of the world an 
at once embarrassed and crippled. 

Third. The question before Congress then—sharply defined in the 
pending House bill—is, whether it is now safe and expedient to oiler 
free coinage to the silver dollar of 4124 grains, with the mints of the 
Latin Union closed and Germany not permitting silver to be coined 
asmoney. At current rates of silver, the free coinage of a dollar ce 
taining 412} grains, worth in gold about ninety-two cents, gives an 
illegitimate profit to the owner of the bullion, enabling him to take 
ninety-two cents’ worth of it to the mint and get it stamped as coin 
and force his neighbor to take it for a full dollar. This is an undue 
and unfair advantage which the Government has no right to give to 
the owner of silver bullion, and which defrands the man who is forced 
totakethedollar. Anditassuredly followsthat if we give free comag: 
to this dollar of inferior value and put it in circulation, we do so at 
the expense of our better coinage in gold; and unless we expect the 
uniform and invariable experience of other nations to be in some 
mysterious way suspended for our peculiar benefit, we inevitably lose 
our gold coin. It will flow out from us with the certainty and resist- 
less force of the tides. Gold has indeed remained with us in consid- 
erable amount during the circulation of the inferior currency of the 
legal tender; but that was because there were two great uses reserved 
by law for gold: the collection of customs and the payment of interest 
on the public debt. But if the inferior silver coin is also to be used 
for these two reserved purposes, then gold has no tie to bind it to vs. 
What gain, therefore, would we make for the circulating medium, | 
on opening the gate for silver to flow in, we open a still wider gate to! 
gold to flow out? If I were to venture upon a dictum on the silv 


| question, I would declare that until Europe remonetizes we cannot 


| 
| 
Congress over silver is greater than over gold—greater over either 
than over the two. If, therefore, silver has been demonetized, I am | 
in favor of remonetizing it. If its coinage has been prohibited, I am 
in tavor of ordering it to be resumed. If it has been restricted, I 
am in favor of having it enlarged. 


afford to coin a dollar as low as 412} grains. After Europe remove 
tizes on the old standard, we cannot atford to coin a dollar above 4 
grains. If we coin too lowa dollar before general remonctizat 
our gold will flow out from us. If we coin too high a dollar 
general remonetization our silver will leave us. It is only an equate 
value both before and after general remonetization that will preset’: 
both gold and silver to us, 

Fourth. Consider further what injustice would be done to every 
holder of a legal-tender or national-bank note. That vast volute 
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> money—over $700,000,000 of dollars—is now worth bet ween 
soht and ninety-nine cents on the dollar in gold coin. 
; it, who are indeed our entire population from the poorest 
S. wealthiest, have been promised from the hour ot its issue that 
the paper money would one day be as good as gold. Ti 
for the greenback is a full compliance with this promise and this 
livation, provided the silver is made as it always has been hith- 
o as good as gold. To make our silver coin even three percent. less 
sInable than gold inflicts at once a loss of more than twenty mill- 
«of dollars on the holders of our paper money. To make a silver 
lar worth but ninety-two cents precipitates on the same class a 
ince of well-nigh sixty millions of dollars. For whatever the value 
-¢ the silver dollar is, the whole paper issue of the country will sink 
+< standard when its coinage is authorized and its circulation be- 
reneral in the channels of trade. Some one in conversation 
th Commodore Vanderbilt during one of the many freight compe- 
tvions of the trunk lines said, “Why, the Canadian road has not 
enfiie ient carrying capacity to compete with your great line?” “That 
s true,” replied the Commodore, “ but they can fix a rate and force 
us down to it.’ Were Congress to pass a law to-day declaring that 
very legal-tender note and every national-bank note shall hereafter 
nass for only ninety-six or ninety-seven cents on the dollar there is 
“ ‘ta constituency in the United States that would re-elect a man 
that should support it, and in many districts the Representative 
would be lucky if he escaped with merely a minority vote. 
And yet it isalmost mathematically demonstrable that the same ef- 
fect will inevitably follow from the coinage of an inferior silver dollar. 
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Assurances from empirics and scientists in finance that remonetization | metal as a medium of exchange. 


former dollar will at once and permanently advance its value | 


ftlhy 
topar with gold, must go for what they are worth in the face of oppos- 

* and controlling facts. The first and instant effect of issuing any 
silver dollar that will pay customs dues and interest on the public 
debt will undoubtedly be to raise it to a practical equality with gold ; 


then the discount will come on the volume of the paper currency 
which will sink pari passu with the silver dollar in which it is made 

leemable. That remonetization will have a considerable effect in 
ucing the value of the dollar is beyond doubt, but not enough 


MiN 


to overcome the difference now existing—a difference resulting from | 


causes quite independent of our control on this continent. 

‘th. The responsibility of re-establishing silver in its ancient 
ind honorable place as money in Europe and America, devolves re- 
ally on the Congress of the United States. If we act here with pru- 
ence, Wisdom, and firmness, we shall not only successfully remonetize 

lver and bring it into general use as money in our own country, but 
fluence of our example will be potential among all European 

ns, With the possible exception of England. Indeed, our an- 
| indebtment to Europe is so great that if we have the right to 
pay it in silver we necessarily coerce those nations by the strongest 
of all forces, self-interest, to aid us in upholding the value of silver 
asmoney. But if we attempt the remonetization on a basis which 


isobviously and notoriously below the fair standard of value as it now | 


exists, we ineur all the evil consequences of failure at home and the 
positive certainty of successful opposition abroad. We are and shall 
be the greatest producers of silver in the world, and we have a larger 
stake in its complete monetization than any other country. The dif- 
ference to the United States between the general acceptance of silver 
as money in the commercial world and its destruction as money, will 
possibly equal within the next half century the entire bonded debt 
of the nation, 
money—the accepted equal of gold in the markets of the world. 
Remonetization here followed by general remonetization in Europe 
will secure to the United States the most stable basis for its currency 
that we have ever enjoyed, and will effectually aid in solving all the 
problems by which our financial situation is surrounded. 

Sizth, On the much-vexed and long-mooted question of a bi-metal- 
lic or mono-metallic standard my own views are sufficiently indicated 
inthe remarks I have made. I believe the struggle now going on 
in this country and in other countries for a single gold standard 
would, if successful, produce wide-spread disaster in the end through- 
out the commercial world. The destruction of silver as money and 
establishing gold as the sole unit of value must have a ruinous effect 
on all forms of property except those investments which yield a fixed 
return In money, These would be enormously enhanced in value, 
aud would gain 9, disproportionate and unfair advantage over every 
other species of property. If, as the most reliable statistics affirm, 
there are nearly seven thousand millions of coin or bullion in the 
world, not very unequally divided between gold and silver, it is impos- 
sible to strike silver out of existence as money without results whieh 
will prove distressing to millions and utterly disastrous to tens of 
thousands, Alexander Hamilton, in his able and invaluable report in 
1791 on the establishment of a mint, declared that ‘‘to annul the use 
of either gold or silver as money is to abridge the quantity of circu- 
‘ating medium, and is liable to all the objections which arise from a 
comparison of the benefits of a full circulation with the evils of a 
scanty cireulation.” 
full cireulation and the evils of a scanty circulation are both im- 
measurably greater to-day than they wer when Mr. Hamilton uttered 
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fo pay silver | experience of well-nigh ninety years has brought out no clearer state- 
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these weighty words, always provided that the circulation is one of 
actual money, and not of depreciated promises to pay. 

In the report from which I have already quoted, Mr. Hamilton ar- 
gues at length in favor of a double standard, und all the subsequent 


ment of the whole case nor developed a more complete comprehen- 
sion of this subtle and difficult subject. “On the whole,” says Mr. 
Hamilton, “ it seems most advisable not to attach the unit exclu- 
sively to either of the metals, because this cannot be done effectually 
without destroying the office and character of one of them as money 
and reducing it to the situation of mere merchandise.” And then Mr. 
Hamilton wisely concludes that this reduction of either of the met- 
als to mere merchandise (I again quote his exact words) “ would prob- 
ably be a greater evil than occasional variations in the unit from the 
fluctuations in the relative value of the metals, especially if care be 
taken to regulate the proportion between them with an eye to their 
average commercial value.” I do not think that this country, holding 
80 vast a proportion of the world’s supply of silver in its mountains 
and its mines, can afford to reduce the metal to the “ situation of mere 
merchand'se.” If silver ceases to be used as money in Europe and 
America, the great mines of the Pacific slope will be closed and dead. 
Mining enterprises of the gigantic scale existing in this country can- 
not be carried on to provide backs for looking-glasses and to manu- 
facture creatn-pilchers and sugar-bowls. A vast source of wealth to 
this entire country is destroyed the moment silver is permanently 
disused as money. It is for us to check that tendency and bring the 
continent of Europe back to the full recognition of the value of the 





t that condition will only last until the amount needful for cus- | 
tows shall fill the channels of its use; and the overflow going into gen- | 
eral circulation will rapidly settle to its normal and actual value and | 


Seventh. The question of beginning anew the coinage of silver dol- 
lars has aroused much discussion as to its effeet on the public credit ; 


| and the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Marrurws] placed this phase of the 
| subject in the very forefront of the debate—insisting, prematurely and 


illogically, I think, on a sort of judicial construction in advance, by 
concurrent resolution, of a certain law in case that law should hap- 
pen to be passed by Congress. My own view on this question can be 
stated very briefly. I believe the public creditor can afford to be paid 
in any silver dollar that the United States can afford to coin and cir 
culate. We have forty thousand millions of property in this coun 
try, and a wise self-interest will not permit us to overturn its rela- 
tions by seeking for an inferior dollar wherewith to settle the dues 
and demands of any creditor. The question might be different from 
a merely sellish stand-point if, on paying the dollar to the public cred 
itor, it would disappear after performing that function. But the 
trouble is that the inferior dollar you pay the public creditor remains 


| in circulation, to the exclusion of the better dollar. That which you 


| pay at home will stay there; that which you send abroad will come 
| back. 


The interest of the public creditor is indissolubly bound up 
with the interest of the whole people. Whatever affects him affects 
us all; and the evil that we might inflict upon him by paying an 
inferior dollar would recoil upon us with a vengeance as manifold as 
the aggregate wealth of the Republic transcends the comparatively 
small iimits of our bonded debt. And remember that our aggregate 
wealth is always increasing, and our bonded debt steadily growing 





But to gain this advantage we must make it actual | 


| market. 


I take no risk in saying that the benefits of a | 


less! If paid in a good silver dollar, the bondholder has nothing to 
complain of. If paid in an inferior silver dollar, he has the same 
grievance that will be uttered still more plaintively by the holder 
of the legal-tender note and of the national-bank bill, by the pen- 


| sioner, by the day-laborer and by the countless host of the poor, whom 


we have with us always, and on whom the most distressing effect of 
inferior money will be ultimately precipitated. 

But I must say, Mr. President, that the specific demand for the 
payment of our bonds in gold coin and in nothing else, comes with 
an ill-grace from certain quarters. European criticism is leveled 
against us and hard names are hurled at us across the ocean, for 
simply daring to state that the letter of our law declares the bonds 
to be payable in standard coin of July 14, 1870; expressly and ex 
plicitly declared so, and declared so in the interest of the public cred- 
itor, and the declaration inserted in the very body of the eight hun 
dred million of bonds that have been issued since that date. Beyond 
all doubt the silver dollar was included in the standard coins of 
that public act. Payment at that time would have been as accept 
able and as undisputed in silver as in gold dollars, for both were 
equally valuable in the European as well as in the American 
Seven-eighths of all our bonds, owned out of the country, 
are held in Germany and in Holland, and Germany has demonetized 
silver and Holland has been forced thereby to suspend its coinage, 
since the subjects of both powers purchased our securities. The 
German Empire, the very year after we made our specific decla 
ration for paying our bonds in coin, passed a law destroying so 
far as lay in their power the value of silver as money. 1 do not 
say that it was specially aimed at this country, but it was passed 
regardless of its effect upon us, and was followed, according to pub- 
lic and undenied statement, by a large investinent on the part af 
the German government in our bonds, with a view, it was unde 
stood, of holding them as a coin reserve for drawing gold from us 
to aid in establishing their gold standard at home. Thus, by one 
move the German government destroyed, so far as lay in its power, 
the then existing value of silver enhanced consequently 
| the value of gold, and then got into position to draw gold from ue at 
| the moment of their need, which would also be the moment of our 
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own sorest distress. I do not say that the German government in 
these successive steps did a single thing which it had not a perfect 
right to do, but I do say that the subjects of that Empire have no 
right to complain of our Government for the initial step which has 
impaired the value of one of our standard coins. And the German 
government, by joining with us in the remonetization of silver, can 
place that standard coin in its old position and make it as easy for 
this Government to pay and as profitable for their subjects to receive 
the one metal as the other. 

Lighth. When we pledged the public creditor in 1870 that our ob- 
ligations should be paid in the standard coin of that date, silver 
bullion was worth in the London market a fraction over sixty pence 
per ounce ; its average for the past eight months has been about fifty- 
, four pence ; the price reckoned in gold in both cases. But the large 
; difference is due partly to the rise in gold as well as to the fall in sil- 
ver. Allowing for both these causes and striking the difference, it 
will be found, in the judgment of many of the wisest men in this 
country, pertectly safe to issue a dollar of 425 grains standard silver ; 
ae one that, anticipating the full and legitimate influence of remone- 
tization, will equate itself with the gold dollar, and effectually guard 
against the drain of our gold during the time necessary for interna- 
tional conference in regard to the general re-establishment of silver 
as money. And when that general re-establishment shall be effected 
with a coinage of fewer grains, the dollar which I am now advocat- 
ing will not cause loss or embarrassment to any one. The miner of 
the ore, the owner of the ballion, the holder of the coin, and the 
Government that issues it, will all in turn be benefited. It will yield 
‘ a profit on recoinage and will be advantageously employed in our com- 
mercial relations with foreign countries. Meanwhile it will insure to 
; our laborers at home a full dollar’s pay for a dollar's worth of work. 

And I think we owe this to the American laborer. Ever since wo 
demonetized the old dollar we have been running our mints at full 
speed, coining a new silver dollar for the use of the Chinese cooly 
and the Indian pariah—a dollar containing 420 grains of standard 
silver, with its superiority over our ancient dollar ostentatiously 
engraved on its reverse side. To these “outside barbarians ” we 
send this superior dollar, bearing all our national emblems, our 
patriotic devices, our pious inscriptions, our goddess of liberty, our 
defiant eagle, our federal unity, our trust in God. This dollar 
contains 74 grains more silver than the famous “ dollar of the fa- 
thers” proposed to be recoined by the pending bill, and more than 
four times as many of these new dollars have already been coined 
as ever were coined of all other silver dollars in the United States. 
In the exceptional and abnormal condition of the silver market now 
existing throughout the world we have felt compelled to increase 
the weight of the dollar with which we carry on trade with the 
heathen nations of Asia. And shall we do less for the American 
laborer at home? Nay, shall we not do a little better and a little 

; more for those of our own blood and our own fireside? If you re- 
' monetize the dollar of the fathers your mints will be at once put to 
work on two different dollars; different in weight, different in value, 
; different in prestige, different in their reputation and currency 
ae throughout the commercial world. It will read strangely in history 
that the weightier and more valuable of these dollars is made for an 
ignorant class of heathen laborers in China and India, and that the 
lighter and less valuable is made for the intelligent and educated 
laboring-man who is a citizen of the United States. Charity, the 
adage says, begins at home. Charity, the independent American 
laborer scorns to ask, but he has the right to demand that justice 
should begin at home. And in his name and in the name of common 
; sense and common honesiy, I ask that the American Congress will not 
ha force upon the American laborer an inferior dollar which the naked and 
Bat famishing and degraded laborers of India and China refuse to accept. 
n} The bill which I now offer as asubstitute for the House bill contains 
three very simple provisions : 

1. That the dollar shall contain four hundred and twenty-five grains 

i of standard silver, shall have unlimited coinage, and be an unlimited 
' legal tender. 

; f 2. That all the profits of coinage shall go to the Government, and 
BS not to the operator in silver bullion. 

Bf 3. That silver dollars or silver bullion, assayed and mint-stamped, 
fake may be deposited with the Assistant Treasurer at New York, for 

t " which coin certificates may be issued, the same in denomination as 
United States notes, not below ten dollaps, and that these shall be 
redeemable on demand in coin or bullion, thus furnishing a paper 
circulation based on an actual deposit of precious metal, giving 
us notes as valuable as those of the Bank of England and doing 
away at once with the dreaded inconvenience of silver on account 
vf bulk and weight. 

I do not fail, Mr. President, to recognize that the committals and 
nvowals of Senators on this question preclude the hope of my substi- 
tute being adopted. Indeed I do not fail to recognize that on this 
question t am not in line with either extreme: with those who be- 
tieve in the single gold standard or with those who by premature and 
unwise action, as I must regard it, would force us to the single silver 
standard. Either will be found, in my judgment, a great misfortune 
to this country. We need both gold and silver, and we can have both 
only by making each the equal of the other. It would not be diffi- 
cult to show that, in the nations where both have been fully recog- 
RB nized, the most widely diffused, the steadiest and most continuous 
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prosperity has been enjoyed; that true form of prosperity y};,, 
reaches all classes, but which begins with the day-laborer whos +... 
lays the foundation of the whole superstructure of wealth. Tho “3 
clusively gold nation like England may show the most massive f 3 
tunes in the ruling classes, but it shows also the most helpless a 
hopeless poverty in the humbler walks of life. The gold and « = 
nation like France can exhibit no such individual fortunes ag a}, 
in England, but it has a peasantry that with their silver gayi, 
can pay a war indemnity that would have beggared the gold banker, 
of London, and to which the peasantry of England could not } wr 
contributed a pound sterling in gold nor a single shilling in lives ; 

The effect of paying the labor of this country in silver coin of 4) 
value, as compared with the irredeemable paper or as compared ; 
with silver of inferior value, will make itself felt in a single generat inn 
to the extent of tens of millions, perhaps hundreds of millions, jn +). 
aggregate savings which represent consolidated capital. It js +h, 
instinct of man from the savage to the scholar—developed in ehj\; 
hood and remaining with age—to value the metals which in all tongyes 
are called precious. Excessive paper money leads to extravagane, 
to waste, and to want, as we painfully witness on all sides to-day 
And in the midst of the proof of its demoralizing and destrycti:, 
effect, we hear it proclaimed in the Halls of Congress that “ the people 
demandcheap money.” Ideny it. I declare such a phrase to be a tota} 
misapprehension, a total misinterpretation of the popular wish, Tie 
people do not demand cheap money. They demand an abundance of 
good money, which is an entirely different thing. They do not want 
a single gold standard that will exclude silver and benetit those 4). 
ready rich. They do not want an inferior silver standard that wil! 
drive out gold and not help those already poor. They want both 
metals, in full value, in equal honor, in whatever abundance the 
bountiful earth will yield them to the searching eye of science and to 
the hard hand of labor. 

The two metals have existed side by side in harmonious, honorable 
companionship as money, ever since intelligent trade was known 
among men. It is well-nigh forty centuries since “Abraham weighed 
to Ephron the silver which he had named in the audience of the sons 
of Heth—four hundred shekels of silver—current money with the 
merchant.” Since that time nations have risen and fallen, races have 
disappeared, dialects and languages have been forgotten, arts have 
been lost, treasures have perished, continents have been discovered, 
islands have been sunk in the sea, and through all these ages and 
through all these changes, silver and gold have reigned supreme, as 
the representatives of value, as the media of exchange. The de- 
thronement of each has been attempted in turn, and sometimes the 
dethronement of both; but alwaysin vain! And we are here to-day, 
deliberating anew over the problem which cemes down to us from 
Abraham’s time ; the weight of the silver, that shall be “ current money 
with the merchant.” 

{As Mr. BLaIne resumed his seat there was protracted applause in 
portions of the galleries. ] 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Order! The Chair, assuming that the 
galleries are ignorant of the laws of the Senate, gives notice that if 
applause is repeated they will be promptly cleared. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Mr. President, I cannot expect to say anything 
that has not been already stated in some form by some Senator who has 
preceded me in this debate ; but since I have had the honor of a seat 
on this floor no question has ever been before the Senate in which the 
es feel so deeply interested as this. All classes, from the bond- 
i0lder down to the peasant, from the rich to the poor, are agitated 
and exercised about it. Knowing this, I feel it incumbent upon me to 
say something on the subject. I do not propose to undertake to go 
into a general discussion of the whole question, but only to speak 
touching a few particular points—nothing more. But before I pro- 
ceed to the bill itself I wish to say a word in behalf of the South and 
of the southern Senators. 

Of course it cannot have escaped the attention of any one that a 
portion of the public press, especially in the North, has been indi- 
cating that the South is ready at any time and will seize any oppor- 
nity to repudiate the public debt of the United States or to do any- 
thing which will tend to repudiation. That idea has been shared by 
persons friendly and persons unfriendly to the South. The honora- 
ble Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. EAToN,] who delivered so able a 
speech the other day, thought it necessary to give us a friendly ad- 
monition on this point. hough I know that his feelings are kind 
to the South, at the same time Fooueat help feeling that there lurked 
a suspicion in his mind that the southern Senators and southern 
people were not as sound on the question of national credit as he 
would like them to be. 

This is the way in which he spoke 

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I trust my friend from Virginia W ill 
draw no improper inference from my speech. He heard nothing 
from me indicating that under any circumstances the South would 
repudiate the public debt of the United States. 

r. JOHNSTON. I propose to quote from the speech. 

Mr. EATON. I shall be very happy to have him quote. 
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Mr. JOHNSTON. The Senator said: 


Mr. President, I ho 
to my southern trien 


He then added : 
No more threats, no moro menace. 


I may be permitted, as a life-long friend, to say one word 
8 on this floor. 











1878. 
Mr. EATON. In that connection ? ‘ 
Mr, JOHNSTON. It is part of the context, as I understand. 

Mr. EATON. In that connection ? 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Yes, sir. 

Threats and menace do not become the people of any section of this broad land. 


Mr. EATON. They do not. 
Mr. JOHNSTON. I continue to read: 


It can have no effect upon the section which I represent except the effect to 
wn the men who use it. 5 s : 

brave men do not fear menace ; honorable men will not indulge in that cheap 
it is not as valuable as silver bullion. Let us have no more of it. 
pass yout debased-silver Dill, if it so please you; but no more threats; they merit 
ive scorn, and scorn only. 


Sir, br 


commodity 
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Now. Mr. President, I wish to say in behalf of myself and my south- 

= colleagues that no people in the United States have the senti- 
went of national honor and national credit to-day more at heart than 
we have. We in the South have gone through the most terrible pro- 
tracted struggle that a people ever went through with adverse cir- 
cumstances. We do not propose now to have to go that toilsome 
‘ourney over again. We cannot afford that there shall be another 
‘inancial backset. We have got to the po at last in which day- 
licht is beginning to be visible. If we had no better motive, self- 
interest would forbid us to do anything which looks to discrediting 
the Government in any manner, shape, or form. The whole currency 
of the country rests on the faith of the Government; the national- 
bank notes are based on the bonds of the Government; the green- 
backs on the credit of theGovernment. If the bonds are depreciated 
or if the bonds are repudiated the whole currency goes at a single 
breath, and we should be put into a condition of financial ruin from 
which we could not recover for a quarter or half acentury. It is 
cheaper to pay the national debt than torepudiate it. Weofthe South 
know that, that our condition is indissolubly mixed up with that of 
our northern and western brethren. We know that we as much as 
anybody else are interested in the Government ; that if the currency 
we have got is taken away from us we are steeped in the very depths 
of poverty and distress, and that the destruction of our credit now 
would make it impossible for an indefinite time to have any circula- 
tion based upon faith. We know these facts, and if people are not 
willing to accord to us the _——_ of honor which would lead us 
to sustain the honor of the Government they should at least give us 
credit for discretion enough to know on what side our interest lies. 
We are now in the same ship with our fellow-citizens of the whole 
country, and we do not propose either to scuttle or to wreck it. So 
far as we are concerned it shall have a prosperous voyage. 

As I said at the beginning, I do not intend to go into an extended 
discussion of this whole subject but only to notice a few points of it. 
Silver is one of the productions of this country just as much as cot- 
ton, wheat, iron, petroleum, or any other of our great commodities. 
It is a thing produced here, dug from our own soils by our own citi- 
zeus, by their own labor and with their own means. It is one of the 
greatest interests of the country, and it is the duty of the people’s 
representatives, the Congress of the United States, to see that it 
shall have at least a fair chance and that its uses or values shall 
not be impaired. Silver has been money from time immemorial and 
in all countries. As the Senator from Maine [Mr. BLAINE] has just 
said, forty centuries have seen silver the money of all nations and of 
all people; and now, when it has been the money of al! nations and 
of all people, and when we have a greater quantity of it than any | 
other nation of the world, we are asked to adhere to a legislation | 
that impairs its value and restricts its uses and declares that it shall 
not be used as it has been for money. Suppose we should propose 
to legislate in the same way touching our other valuable productions, 
and to limit their uses; to declare by law, for instance, that cotton 
should not be made into calico, that iron should not be made into 
rails, that sugar should not be made into molasses, that grain should 
not be made into whisky, that pork should not be made into sausages. 
All of these articles have great value outside of these particular 
uses, but these uses give them a great additional value. So it is with 
silver. If we do not remonetize silver it will still be used as bullion 
and trade-dollars in the trade of the east, as fractional currency, 
and in the arts. But if we remonetize it we will give it that addi- 
tional value and additional use. We should not take any step which 
will impair the value of this great product or limit its uses any more 
than we adopt such legislation in respect to the other great products 
which I have mentioned. 

Mr. President, the opponents of this measure reason upon what 
seem to be contradictory grounds. One set of them say that remone- 
‘izing silver is inflation, and they argue that the evils which have 
been brought upon the country have grown from inflation. They 
tay adding to the currency is inflation, and that inflation is a bad and 
dangerous thing; that coining more silver would be adding to the 
currency, and therefore inflation, and therefore ruinous. On the other 
hand, it is said that so far from this being a measure of inflation it is 
'n fact a measure of contraction, because if we should coin silver the 
result would be that gold would be driven from the country, and, as 
there ‘s now more gold than silver, the result would be contraction 
ae oeaen, —_ Both these views are wrong. The remonetization 
be tae - d be neither inflation nor contraction. Inflation is an 

es 16 circulating medium of the country beyond its needs. 
An increase of the circulating medjnm keeping pace with the growth 
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flation. If such a doctrine was held good there should never be any 
increase of circulation under any circumstances; becanse, if every 
and all increase of circulation was inflation and if inflation is an evil 
thing, to be guarded against, it follows as a natural consequence that 
the circulating medium of every country should remain exactly sta- 
tionary. Whenever the attempt would be made to increase it, no 
matter how much needed, the reply would be, “ Why, that is infla- 
tion, and inflation is a bad thing; it will lead to ruin, and therefore 
you must not undertake to inflate the currency of the country.” 


But as our country grows in population, wealth, development, and 


business, it of course needs more currency. These things should all 
keep equal pace. If the currency gets beyond business and popula- 
tion it is inflation. If it falls short it iscontraction. Both these are 
to be equally avoided. But of the two inflation is better for the 
people, for while the effect both of contraction and of acollapse from 
inflation is disastrous, yet inflation gives birth to great and useful 
enterprises, Which remain to help the country long after those who 
executed them have been buried in bankruptcy. 


All the silver this bill can give will not be suflicient to inflate. It 
will be only enough, if enough, to keep up the equal ratio between 
business and money. 

And the opinions advanced by the other opponents of this measure 
seem to me to be equally erroneous. That gold should be driven out 
of the country by silver is a fallacy which I will presently undertake 
to refute. 

There is a great popular demand for the remonetization of silver. 
Rightfully or wrongfully the people believe that silver was demone- 
tized by fraud. I do not make the charge, but the people believe it, 
and that belief has been so deeply imbedded in the public mind that 
it will never be eradicated, but will be firmly believed by many as 
long as the country lasts, and will be one of the disputed problems 
when the history of the day comes to be written. Not only as a mat- 
ter of justice, and as the righting of a wrong, but as an act of policy 
and expedency the people demand that silver shall again be made 
money. It is not the part of statesmanship to fail to hearken toa 
great popular demand. When the people are so much disturbed as 
they are now their representatives should quiet the disturbance if 
fairly to be done. The people think that giving them silver money 
will better their condition and the passage of this or some such bill will 
at least have the effect of producing a better and more hopeful feel 
ing. The removal of a public grievance is of itself a proper thing, 
even if the grievance be not entirely substantial, and to this extent 
if no more, putting the coinage of the country back to where it was in 
1873 would have the good effect of producing upon the public mind a 
calming and soothing influence and a feeling of contidence, which all 
agree is a thing now to be attained if possible. 

snt it is said that if we authorize the coining of silver of 4124 
grains to the dollar the effect will be to drive gold from the country. 
I deny this utterly. The Senator from Delaware (Mr. Bayarp] and 
other Senators have dwelt very much upon this proposition. The 
Senator from Delaware especially quoted at length the report of my 
eminent predecessor in this body, Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, and he read 
at length from that report. The report of Mr. Hunter was partly a 
prediction, and although the result speedily falsilied the prophecy yet 
the Senator relies upon it. He quoted this language from the report 
of Mr. Hunter, made in 1852: 

To make it a legal tender at such rates, rates beyond its bullion value, would 
debase the standard and expel the gold. 

The Senator italicises the words “ would debase the standard and 
expel the gold.” 

The expense of coining a given value of silver into smaller coins is much 
greater than into the large, and when coined the great demand tor them gives 
them a higher currency value than that assigned by law. As a proof of this, the 
demand for silver for exportation has not operated as yet spon these smaller 
coins—that is to say, the dime and half div ©, (the quarter, too, has been partially 
exempted)—while it has swept the silverdollar and half dollar from the country. 

So much the Senator quotes, and then he adds: 

Why, Mr. President, what “swept the silver dollar and holf dollar from the 
country” according to the testimony of that learned and able Senator! A differ 
ence of 3 per cent. between the value of the American currency in silver and the 
currency of the standard established by Europe in silver. If 3 percent. will sweep 
a coin relatively undervalued, what will 10 percent. do? If Mr. Hunter's reasons 
were sound, and no one can doubt it, for they were those of common sense, expe 
rience, and admitted fact, if he could not retain his silver dollars and half dollars 
because he had undervalued them 3 per cent. relatively to gold, I put it to all 
sensible men, how can we retain gold coin when we undervalue it 10 per cent. rela, 
tively to silver. 

This report was made in advance of the measure which Mr. Hunter 
was then advocating. It wasa prediction of what would follow from 
that measure. If it can be shown by the actual result that the pre- 
diction was not verified but on the contrary was falsified, of course 
it would lose its whole value. We have the testimony of the present 
Secretary of the Treasury in his last annual report on page 22, ag 
follows: 


These difficulties in the adjustment of gold and silver coinage were fully consid- 
ered by Congress prior te the passage of the act approved February 21, 1553. By 
that act a new aad. it was believed, a permanent policy was adopte d to secure the 
simultaneous circulation of both silver and gold coins in the United States. Silver 
fractional coins were provided for ata ratio of 14.54 in silver to Lin gold, and 
were only issued in exchange for gold coin. ‘The right of private parties to deposjt 
silver bullion for such coinage was repealed, and these coins were issued from bull 
ion purchased by the treasurer of the Mint, and only upon the account and for 
the profit of the United States. The coin was a legal tender only in payment of 


——————— Ee 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































Re nh PD MOOR Pe 













































































debts for all sums not exces .%5. Though the silver in this coin was worth in 


the market 3.13 cents on the dollar less than gold coin, yet its convenience for use 
as change, its issue by the Government only in exchange for, and Segeeetiesens 
vertibility into, gold coin maintained it in circulation at par with gold coin. 





Thus it will be seen, Mr. President, that notwithstanding the 
prophecy of Mr. Hunter and the apprehension that because silver bull- 
ion was at that time 3.13 per cent. below gold, and that the silver 
when coined would be still worth less, the result did not verify the 
prediction. So far from being below par it was actually at par, and 
the reason is very obvious. Silver and gold have entirely different 
functions to perform. Silver when coined into fractional eurrency 
and dollars carries on the every-day transactions of life. It makes 
the change at the counter. It is the money in which the poor man 
receives his wages and buys his daily food. It circulates in the 
country remote from the cities. It fills the small channels. Gold, on 
the other hand, is the coin in which large transactions are carried on, 
with which goods are imported, Government bonds are bought, great 
speculations are made, and ships and railroads are built. These two 
metals thus flowing in degrees in different channels may well flow 
side by side, each answering its own purpose, yet be on a par with one 
another. It is for that reason that although silver bullion bought in 
large quantities in market may be below par, yet when coined into 
money it may and does circulate on equal terms with gold. The fact 
of coinage, the stamp of the Government, the mere fact that the Gov- 
ernment has said thatit is to be coined, the convenience and necessi- 
ties of the community, give it a value which it would not otherwise 
have. For these reasons silver will circulate at par with gold. 

And as to this a single example is better than all the theories, proph- 
ecies, and guesses which authors and public men may hazard, and we 
have this example now right before us. To-day in London, the great 
center of exchange of the world, silver bullion is selling for consider- 
ably less than gold; yet just across the narrow British Channel in 
France silver is circulating on a par with gold; and this in the coun- 
try of all others whose recent history develops the greatest wisdom 
and skill in finance. This and our own experience, as related by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in a condition of our affairs similar to that 
now existing, are powerful reasons for denying and disbelieving the 
statement that because silver in bullion in market is below par, it 
will still be under par when coined and circulated. It is not true that 
silver will drive away gold. Let us see what quantity of silver could 
be coined. While it is true that an inferior currency will expel a bet- 
ter one, it is also true that in order to do that the inferior currency 
must be equal in volume to the superior; it must be enough to fill the 
channels of trade. A small quantity of inferior currency cannot expel 
a large quantity of the superior currency, because the demands of the 
country, notwithstanding the difference in the two, will keep the supe- 
rior currency in circulation. The people must have it, and therefore 
it remains and will remain until the cheaper money grows into quan- 
tities sufficient to fill up all the channels of business. When that is 
accomplished, then I agree that the better money will vanish, but not 
till then. 

Then the question is, can the silver currency ever be made of suf- 
ficient quantity to expel the gold? It cannot. The whole annual 
production of silver in the world is estimated by some at seventy, by 
others at eighty, and by others at ninety millions of dollars. No 
estimates go, I believe, as high as $100,000,000. The production of 
silver in the United States is put down by Dr. Linderman at about 
$35,000,000, I believe. Of this $35,000,000, as weil as that mined else- 
where, a large quantity has to be retained in bullion and coined into 
trade-dollars for the Asiatic trade; another considerable proportion 
goes into the arts, and a great deal necessarily into fractional cur- 
rency. After all these needs are supplied, if all the silver that remains 
is coined into silver dollars and put into circulation here, it would 
not have the effect of expelling the gold. The amount we could 
annually coin of silver dollars would not be an amount exceeding the 
natural growth of the business of the country. 

The bill of the Senate committee limits the coinage of silver to 
$48,000,000, We could not coin that much unless we went abroad 
and brought bullion from Europe. The mines of this country do not 
produce that much. Every dollar that we could coin under this bill 
would be a sum not greater than the healthy increase of currency 
ought to be. A mere comparative handful of silver such as we could 
coin under this law could not expel the millions of gold that we have 
now in the country and what the present current of trade will at- 
tract. To expel the gold the quantity of silver would have to be 
great enough to take the place of the gold and to perform its func- 
tions. There is not silver enough to do that, and what there is goes 
not in the main roads of trade, but in the side-tracks. 

We have had for years past, ever since the beginning of the war, a 
depreciated paper currency which was in volume far greater than the 
gold, yet it has not driven away the gold. It is argued that thirty, 
forty, or fifty millions of dollars of silver will expel gold when a 
thousand millions of dollars of depreciated paper currency have not 
done it. If the universal rule, without exception, operating in all 
cases and in all countries, is that the inferior currency expels the su- 
perior, how is it that,with an inferior currency for the last seventeen 
years in bulk three or four times greater than gold, gold still re- 
mained? There are uses for the gold here which will bring it here 
and keep it here. Those uses will not be interfered with in the least 
by the quantity of silver in the country. Therefore gold will con- 
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tinue to come here and be used here after the passage of this 
it is passed, exactly as it has continued to be Lere and as 
here while the depreciated paper money of the country is in cin), 
tion and existence. . ee 
It is said that we must not coin silver because coining silver w 
enable us to pay interest on the public debt and enable us to oe _ 
toms in silver. But that cannot be. pay cue- 
The interest on our public debt is over a hundred millic 
lars. We may expect to receive from customs duties about nee = 
dred and thirty, one hundred and forty, or one hundred and fifty y, 
ion dollars. Adding these two together makes a sum of about go) 
000,000, ‘The whole production of silver of the United States for alj 
purposes is only $35,000,000. Deduct so much of this as goes to other 
uses and coin the balance into dollars, they would go but a won 
small way toward paying interest and duties. And once put as 
circulation and kept incireulation by the every-day demandsof |yusi. 
ness and leaving the remote parts of the country and scattered in 
every direction, they would be almost as hard to get together as drons 
of rain ; but if silver should be brought to par with gold, as I believe 
it will, it will make no difference if they are paid partly in silver 
The opinions of a great many scientific and learned men on this 
subject have been quoted here. I desire to read a few extracts from a 
work published by a man whom many on this floor appreciati 
highly and for whose opinion they have great respect. He has made 
this question astudy. Noman in the United States is better informed 
upon financial and economic subjects than he is. I refer to Mr. 
David A. Wells, who has published a pamphlet on The Silver Qnes 
tion, the Dollar of the Fathers versus the Dollar of the Sons. Those 
who oppose the recoinage of silver must respect the opinions of Mr, 
Wells, for he is one of their apostles. Let us see what he says on this 
very subject. He says: : 
Silver is now depreciated probably by reason of temporary causes. The drift 
— with political economists and those who have made the subject a stud 
that the present depreciation is not permanent, and has been produced mai 


the action of certain of the governments of Europe demonetizing it and forciny it 
sale as a commodity upon the world’s market. 
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He says that this depreciation is temporary only, not permanent, 
exists now and may be removed in the future, may not exist a year 
or two years or five years hence. He says further: 

As already pointed out, the principal cause of the present depreciation of sil 
has been the discarding and sale of its silver currency by Germany ; and as the 
great commercial nations of the world did not require this discarded silver, and 
would not purchase it for any purpose, depreciation has been the inevitable ¢ 
porary result. The foreign commerce of the East Indies, to which countries the 
German silver must ultimately be exported, is limited ; and these sections of t! 
world, however much they may want silver, cannot suddenly receive and pay for 
large quantities of it. They must pay for what they receive with their ex 
and these exports, with their limited foreign commerce, cannot be sudd in 
creased. But at the same time itis not improbable that the East, after a while, will 
absorb all the present apparent surplus diver of the West. 

At present the East seems to require annually at least $50,000,000 of silver, (for 
the years 1875-'76 the exports from the West to the East exceeded $75,000,000 ;) and 
the present annual demand for the arts exceeds $30,000,000. The present annual 
production of gold in the world excceds $90,000,000. On the other hand, the present 
annual ——— of silver probably does not exceed $70,000,000. There is tl 
fore nothing alarming in the present apparent abundant production of silver 


Further on he says: 


eT 


The recent depreciation of silver is, however, due to the recent action of the 
German government; and if any debtor, therefore, has now a grievance by 1 f 
the demonetization of silver, it is a grievance against the Gerinan Empire, a t 


against the Government of the United States. 


And still further he says: 


Now as to debts contracted when silver was practically demonetized. If we 
even admit that they are solvable in silver, but not at its market value at the time 
of demonetization, in what manner will the debtor be benefited by the privilege of 
using silver for his payments if a full remonetization of silver will restore this 
metal to its old status of about par with gold? The debtor, then, cannot show that 
he has experienced a grievance unless he can also show that silver has been per 
manently depreciated, and that the present depreciation is not transient, arising 
from fluctuations in its supply and demand, but from a permanent ability to pro 
duce silver relatively to gold cheaper than at any former recent period. The 
future relation of silver to gold, if the United States should fully remonetize sil 
ver, is to a great extent a matter of conjecture ; but the indications are that silver 
after the full action of our mints, would be restored to about par in gold. 


We have here the authority of one of the most learned and able 
men of our country expressing the opinion, if opinions are of any 
value, that the remonetization of silver would of itself bring it back 
to a par with gold. 

The opponents of this bill seem to look with alarm upon the fact 
that our bonds are returning from Europe. There is nothing that has 
given me more satisfaction than to see that very thing, One of the 
greatest evils we have labored under has been the fact of the immense 
indebtedness of this country to Europe, not a national indebtedness 
only, but State, municipal, and individual. This vast amount has 
made an annual drain upon us that has done as much as anything 
else to produce the present terrible condition of affairs. It has had 
the same effect upon us exactly that absenteeism had upon Ireland. 
In Ireland the estates were owned by people who lived in England or 
on the continent. The revenues of many of the largest estates 10 
that unhappy island were collected and sent away and spent out of 
Ireland, and of course impoverished and kept it impoverished. Phe 
payment of so much interest every year from this country to Europe 
will help to bring us to the condition of Ireland. Let the income of 
one country be spent in another, and one is reduced to poverty hile 
the other is enriched. 
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We have toiled year after year to collect interest. We have had to | 
tax the people to doit. The railroad companies have charged heavy 
hts and fares in order to raise the money to pay the interest on | 

‘hear bonds held in Europe. This has been a constant and most ex- | 
1 sting drain upon us, and the result is seen in the distress of the 
vople and the prostration of our great industries. Our bonds are 
+ woing to come back to us unless they can be sold or used here. 
Th ‘r holders will not send them back merely for the sake of return- 
ing them to this country, but they send them back because they know 
they can find a market or use for them here. Held here the interest 
will be paid here and spent here; held abroad the interest is paid 
abroad and spent abroad. They were drawn abroad in the beginning 
to make up the deficiency caused by the balance of trade being 
against Us. . 

“For many years the balance of trade was largely against us. We 
imported a great deal more than we exported. We had to pay for 
this great excess of importation in something other than our own 
We had to send not only gold but bonds abroad. Fortu- 

nately now the condition of things has changed. The balance of 
trade is now largely in our favor, and likely to continue so. We ex- 
port a larger amount than we import, and the same cause which took 
the bonds abroad is now bringing them back. They went abroad in 
the beginning to pay for imports ; they come back now to pay for ex- 
ports. It is the difference between buying and selling. Bonds are 
brought back to pay us for what we sell; they were sent abroad to 
pay for what we bought. So far, therefore, from regarding the return 
of the bonds as a calamity I regard it as a great blessing; as a thing 
that will tend as much as anything can do to the restoration of a good 
condition of things in the affairs of the country. 

The example of Germany in demonetizing silver has been very 
much relied upon here. It was said by the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[ Mr. WALLACE] that silver was not demonetized in Germany for com- 
mercial or financial so much as for political reasons. I agree fully 
with the Senator in that declaration. It was not alone because sil- 
ver was not useful or suitable for coinage, but because just before 
that time Prussia had added to it Saxony and other of the small states, 
each of which had been up to that time an independent and sovereign 
state, and each of which had its own coins. After these states were 
all brought into the German Empire the inconvenience of ditferent 
coins was very great; and that was one reason that actuated the Ger- 
mans. Butthe chiefest motive was that the German rulers, Bismarck 
and the Emperor William, desired not merely to unite these various 
governments in form but in substance. They knew very well that 
as long es a Saxon could jinglo Saxon coin in his pocket he never 
would forget his nationality, and that the mere possession of a na- 
tional coin was an appendage of sovereignty, and as long as a people 
had their own national coins so long would that people never forget 
their nationality. But take that away from them and give them the 
money only of the German Empire and they would cease to be Saxon 
and become citizens of the great German Empire in spirit as well as 
in fact. It was for the reason that all these diverse states might be 
brought together, that every emblem of their nationality might be 
blotted out, and that they might be made citizens not of Saxony, not 
of Bavaria, not of the smaller German states, but of the great Ger- 
man Empire, that silver was demonetized. A man is inclined to feel 
some allegiance to the government whose coin he uses and keeps, 
and it was upon a knowledge of this that the astute and sagacious 
Bismarck acted. We know that notwithstanding the vast indemnity 
which Prussia received from France this measure of the German goy- 
ernment has been attended with a financial distress equal, if not 
greater, than that existing here. And the present condition of that 
great and powerful empire, with an insignificant national debt and 
no heavy taxation on account of interest, is not one that commends 
its financial measures very strongly to other peoples. 

Mr. President, this silver question has been agitated now for two or 
three years. It has been very apparent to those who have observed 
currents of opinion and feeling that the people all over the coun- 
try, driven to it by the hard times, by their poverty, by their want 
of employment, have been demanding that we should return to the 
silver coinage. Notwithstanding that popular demand has grown 
and swelled until it now covers the whole country, North and South, 
East and West, has it had any injurious effect on the national credit? 
We have sold $490,000,000 of bonds within that time at 5 per cent., 
4} per cent., and 4 per cent., and to-day the people of the country are 
buying at the Treasury 4 per cent. bonds. And if the agitation of 
this question has caused the Secretary of the Treasury to endeavor 
to sell the bonds here instead of sending them by ship-loads to Eu- 
rope it has done a good thing. We may not sell so much, but smaller 
sales here are better than large ones abroad. 

Not many men buy Government bonds with the expectation of 
waiting until it is due and then collecting it. It is not in that way 
that Government stocks are sold and held; but they are bought for 
temporary investment; for convenience; for speculation. The pur- 
chaser buys the bonds more with reference to what they will bring 
whenever he may want to sell them than to their ultimate payment. 
The ({uestion of Government credit is one of ability and readiness to 
pay. The United States has done as much @s any other country has 
ever done to establish its credit. Nobody doubts its ability ; nobody 
doubts its readiness. ‘ : ? 


The statement that it is repudiation to pay a bond in the thing 


produc ts. 
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which it calls for, even if it has depreciated, certainly is not sound. 
No one can state to-day how much silver will be worth a year he 
or five years hence or thirty years hence. In the distant future, when 
some of our bonds become due, the fluctuations of trade or «a chanye 


in the quantities of the two metals produced may make silver more 
valuable than gold. We have no prophet wise enough to venture to 
predict to-day the relative value of these metals a decade hence. But 
if we issue our bonds and say on the face of them, “ We will pay this 
bond in the silver dollars of 4124 grains to the dollar,” it is fair, law- 
ful, and right to pay in that dollar, no matter how much appreciated 
or depreciated. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan]} who 
addressed the Senate on this subject spoke of the value of this money 
to the freedmen of the South. That was a good suggestion, and one 
that ought not to be overlooked in considering this question. Every 
map who has been in the South and mixed with the colored race 
knows that they have little appreciation of paper money, and that 
they do notunderstand gold. Silveris the only money that the colored 
race knowsmuchabout or wants. Go through the Southnow and take 
a silver quarter in your pocket and a gold tive-dollar piece, and you 
will find plenty of colored people who would take the silver quarter 
dollar in preference to the gold, because they know it, understand it, 
and can countand appreciate it. They know nothing about the value 
of gold, and do not appreciate paper. Right now in the southern 
country among five million blacks there is room for the absorption 
of a large amount of silver coin if Congress shall order its re-coinage. 
There it will go; it willtind a place there; it will be absorbed there ; 
it will circulate there; and stay there. And not only will it cireu- 
late there, but it is time the philanthropists and abolitionists who 
freed the negro should consider whether, now that he has political 
rights, he should not be given some material benefits. It would be 
giving them material benefit to teach them a proper appreciation of 
the value of money and a money that they can understand and 
want. Do this for the colored people and they, now in the main a 
thriftless race, will soon acquire habits of economy and thrift. They 
do not care much to work for paper money because they do not think 
it worth much. It is never hid away in stockings but is spent as 
soon as made. But tell a colored man or woman you will pay them 
in silver for their wages and they will work for you and save their 
money when earned. That the negro should become a good citizen 
all good people North and South desire. We have a more direct in- 
terest than the North has, because these people live among us, and 
it is a matter of the utmost consequence to us to improve them in 
every way and make them the best citizens that nature will allow. 

The negro has long enough been the subject of strife, of conten- 
tion, and the cause of bloodshed. The twosections North and South 
drew themselves up in contending armies about him, and now that 
he needs help so much, if any special benefit can come to him from 
this measure it is a reason with me for supporting it. 

If a place can be found where silver money will go and remain, 
where it will circulate and be out of the reach of brokers and specu- 
lators, and a portion of our people will be directly benetited by send- 
ing the money among them, then let us do it. 

The effect of the bill according to my idea will be to utilize to a 
greater degree than would otherwise be done one of the greatest 
products of the United States, to make that more valuable which 
would otherwise be less valuable, to remove from the minds of the 
people an idea that they have been defrauded in the passage of a 
law demonetizing silver, and to put it back where they want it, where 
they think it ought to be, and to supply more channels in the country 
with this coin, and thus to revive business, to restore confidence, and 
ultimately to bring the country back to a sound and safe situation. 

This silver dollar has been called contemptuously the dollar of our 
fathers. For one I have great respect for it because it is the dollar 
of our fathers. I am willing to say that I venerate our fathers. I 
venerate the Constitution of our fathers, the wisdom of our fathers, 
the patriotism of our fathers, and the virtnes of our fathers, and I 
also have regard for the dollar of our fathers, and having that I de- 
sire to see it again the coin of the country. 

Mr. EATON. Before my friend takes his seat I desire to call bis 
attention to a reference which he made to me. He bas used certain 
language here that I regret he felt compelled to use, if I recollect 
aright, and if 1 am wrong my friend will correct me. It is best to 
be right always. He was speaking of a charge that had been made 
against the South, that the South had no desire to pay its portion of 
the public debt, that the South was willing to repudiate the public 
debt; and in connection with that, if I am wrong my friend will 
correct me, and I hope I may be permitted to call him “my friend.” 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. EATON. In that connection my friend read this from remarks 
that I made the other day: 

Mr. President, I hope I may be permitted as a life-long friend to say one word 
to my southern fri ~ on this floor. 

He read that and stopped. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EATON. Why did he not read on? 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Mr. President, I had no purpose in the world to 
do injustice to the Senator. I can set the whole of that right by saying 
that I thought the Senator had mistaken our views on the subject; 
aud I noticed it with regret. 


ce 


Am I right? 
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Mr. EATON. Wait one moment. What southern Senators had 
spoken on this subject? My honorable friend from Delaware, [ Mr. 
BaYARD,] my honorable friend from Alabama, [Mr. MORGAN,] my 
honorable friend from Georgia, [Mr. H1iL.,] my honorable friend 
from Mississippi, (Mr. LAMAR. } 
threat or menace against the people of any other sections of the coun- 
try or the interests of the people of any other section of the country? 
Not one word. Now, sir, I profess to be what I have always been, a 
lover of the Constitation of my country. I have stood by the South— 
I am speaking now of times before the -var—when in my judgment 
measures were taken against that section of the country that were 
unconstitutional and unwise. Ay, sir, I stood by it until I suffered 
political and social ostracism, and I am not to be attacked on this 
floor by any Senator from the South without answering the attack 
at once. 

I said this, and it is proper that it should go to the people of Vir- 
ginia, for I have a great many friends in the State of Virginia: 

What I say will be said in the best spirit in the world, as you well know. Broken 
in all your material interests by the terrible waste of war, until recently, by what 
I am compelled to say was unwise Federal legislation, you were not permitted a 
voice in your own government. 

My friend from Virginia did not read that. 

Happily, all that is changed. Of right you now have the power which should 
ever be exercised by free States. The ravages of war are to be overcome. Your 
new system of labor has become familiar, and what is now required to build up 
your great industries is capital. The labor you have. Cotton, tobacco, rice are 
your staples and the necessaries of civilization. Inthe bosom of your soil teem 
coal and iron. The water-power of Virgima, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia is unrivaled in the country With capital and skilled labor the waste 
pee sin your noble States would be builded up and the wilderness would bud and 
ylossom as the rose. Maryland, New York, New Jersey, and New England bave 
the capital and the skilled labor. Be it our duty so to logislate that each section 
of the country will perform its full share in repairing the disasters which have 
overtaken us all 

That is what I said to my southern friends on this floor, coming 
fram my heart full of affection for that people. 1 repeat it. No 
southern man on this floor, so far as I know, has uttered one word of 
threat or menace—not one have I heard—and therefore if I have said 
anything in regard to threat or menace it has not been in reply to 
any southern member on this floor. If any southern member of this 
body has threatened or has menaced what I regard as the best inter- 
ests of my country, then what I said is applicable to him. That is 
certain; but in advance I take occasion to say that I have heard no 
such threat and no such menace from any Senator from the South. 
I desire this to go with the speech of my honorable friend, the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, to his people in Virginia. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Mr. President, I am very glad, indeed, that I 
misinterpreted the language of the honorable Senator from Connec- 
ticut. I knew that no man in the North had a more kindly feeling 
for the southern people than he had; and when I saw what I con- 
strued from the connection in which it occurred in his speech, what 
looked to me as something like unkindness toward us, I looked upon 
it ‘more in sorrow thanin anger.” Imade no charge against the Sen- 
ator. I merely meant toexpress my regret that a distinguished man, 
who had been so friendly to the South as he had been, should suppose 
that in the South anywhere there lurked any desire there to threaten 
or to menace or to repudiate. Iam very glad indeed that I was mis- 
taken. So far from having any feeling of unkindness toward the 
Senator, I certainly have none but the very kindest feelings for him. 

Mr HILL obtained the floor. 

Mt. MORGAN. The Senator from Georgia gives way, and I move 
that the Senate now proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
Hess. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After three hours and thirty minutes 
spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at six o’clock 
and thirty-six minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, February 7, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o'clock m. 
W. P. HARRISON. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DURHAM. I demand the regular order, and I do so because 
the Committee on Appropriations have two appropriation bills which 
they desire to get through this week. I cannot yield to anybody. 


Mr. JOYCE. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for the reference 
of a bill. 


Mr. DURHAM. 


I cannot yield to any one, 
order. 


I demand the regular 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—WIGGINTON VS, PACHECO. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for the House re- 

sumes the consideration of the report of the Committee of Elections 

in the contested election of Wigginton vs. Pacheco from the fourth 


congressional district of California. The gentleman from Louisiana 
{Mr. Leonarp] has thirty minutes of his time left. 


Had they uttered any words of | 
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Mr. LEONARD. I wish to say a few words myself and then ar 
one who wants it can have what time is left. , a oe 

I do not wish to add anything to what I said yesterday } 
to reply to one or two strictures which were made on my remar|-< 
gentlemen on this side of the House. I used the expression ; He. 
course of my argument, “ beyond a reasonable doubt;” and one or twe 
gentlemen seemed to take exception to that expression. Noy wh ‘ I 
meant to say was simply this—and I ask the attention of the goat ; 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Kr1rEr,] who seemed to be really indiv a. 
that I used that expression; I understand, however, that he aaa 
in a spirit of courtesy and I reply in the same spirit—the Position | 
take is this: that when a cause is before a court it must be decided 
as between the plaintiff and the defendant by a preponderance of 
testimony in all civil cases for the reason that the case must 
either for the plaintiff or the defendant. Therefore a preponderance 
of tes timony must carry the day. Butif three judgments are possi 
ble, for the plaintiff, for the defendant, or for neither, then it 1 quires 
a higher degree of proof to enable either party to obtain judgment ee 
not as against his opponent, but as against the world—than if the 
court was bound to decide in favor of one or the other of the 
claimants. 

Now, it is possible the expression “ beyond a reasonable doubt” is 
objectionable in a civil case on account of the technical meaning it 
has in criminal practice, but I do not think it is objectionable in a 
case of this kind, and Ido not retract it as applied to a case of con- 
tested election. I understand this to be a principle governing con- 
tested-election cases, that no one is entitled to a seat in this Honse 
unless he shall appear to have received a majority of all the votes 
cast at the election, or at least a plurality of all the votes, and that 
this House cannot give any gentleman a seat if there shall appear 
upon investigation to be a reasonable and well-founded doubt of his 
election. Isay that in this case there is a reasonable and well-founded 
doubt of the election of either one of these gentlemen, and that the 
House cannot safely give it to either. 

Another honorable gentleman excepted to the position which I took 
that there was no presumption in favor of the sitting member, and I 
am free to confess that that question is not altogether devoid of doubt, 

But when, as in a case of this kind, the contestant produces evi- 
dence which breaks down the prima facie case of the contestee—in 
other words, when the contest ant proves that the contestee did not 
in fact have as many votes as there are allowed him in his certificate, 
and those two parties then go about to see which can make up the 
larger number of illegal votes, 1 know of no principle that gives 
either one of those gentlemen in a contest of that kind any advantage 
over the other, and I do not see why either should have any advan- 
tage ; because, if the position taken by the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Turron] is correct, namely, that there is a presumption in favor 
of the sitting member running through the case, then, if the testi- 
mony beevenly balanced, the sitting member must be left in his seat. 
Now, it is impossible for the testimony to be more evenly balanced 
than it is when it indicates that the vote is a tie; but will any gen 
tleman attempt to say that if the evidence shows the vote was a tie 
the sitting member must therefore be left in his seat? And yet he 
would be left there, the testimony being equally balanced, if there 
runs through the case a presumption in his favor. Therefore I say 
that in a case of this kind the field is an open one; there is no pre- 
sumption of any sort in favor of either party, and if the House should 
arrive at the conclusion that it is impossible to determine who was 
elected, then I say the only safe position to take is that nobody was 
elected, or that at least we cannot tell who was elected, and that the 
matter must be referred back to the people. 

Now, the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. GARFIELD, ] who spoke late 
last night—I am sorry he is not in his seat—gave this House a very 
clear statement as to how this matter stood in the Committee of Ele 
tions. The gentleman stated that there were only 10 disputed votes ; 
that the Committee of Elections were unanimous except as regards 
10 votes. Yes, the Committee of Elections were unanimous except 
in that respect, but the litigants do not agree as regards all other 
votes except those 10, and | say that it is not safe to take the posi- 
tion that because the Committee of Elections have agreed to a certain 
state of facts therefore that state of facts must be presumed to be 
conclusive in this House though questioned by the litigants them- 
selves. 

Now, the Committee of Elections is certainly nothing more than a 
commission to take testimony and report upon it to this House. You 
might call the committee masters in chancery or auditors, to report to 
the court ; but will any gentleman attempt to say that because the 
auditors or the masters are unanimous as to a certain state of facts 
that state of facts must therefore be presumed to exist if it Is not 
admitted by the litigants themselves? Now, the very most that can 
be assumed for the Committee of Elections is that it is a lower court 
and that this House is an appellate court. : 

But if that be true can we safely assume that the judgment ot the 
lower court is conclusive and valid and binding in all respects 'n 
which the decision of that court is unanimous? : 

Every lawyer knows how often twelve intelligent men arrive at 
a verdict which appears upon examination to be utterly erroneous, 
and cannot eleven men on the Committee of Elections also arrive at 
an erroneous conclusion? I say that you cannot assume the fact as- 
serted by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, } that there are 


UE simply 


'v 


ZO 


two 














1878. 


disputed votes in this case. All the votes which are disputed 
ants to this seat are in question. I mention this state 
of facts to Show the real difficulties which surround this case ; that 
iot narrowed down to the question of 10 votes in order to show, 
what 1 believe every member will agree with me in heart, that it 
; impossible for us to say, after an examination of the case, who 
was elected, and that there is no safe course to take except to — 
the question back to the people of the fourth congressional distric 
I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from Ohio, 


but 10 
py the clain 


if is I 


of California. 

Mr. KEIFER. ] ! : oh 

‘vir. KEIFER. I rise for the purpose of disclaiming any purpose to 
be discourteous to the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. LEonarp.] | 
4s to the gentleman’s rule of evidence I may have been emphatic on 
yesterday, but I certainly did not intend to be discourteous. I am | 
Jad that the gentleman now disciaims that he intended what he said ; 
but ] want to say that I entirely differ with him as to the rules of | 
evidence that should apply in this case, _ ; , 

There are a contestant and a contestee in this case. First let it be 
understood that the contestee comes here under a certificate from the 
oficers of his own State, which certificate these officers were com- 
welled under a mandamus of the supreme court of the State of Cali- | 
fornia to issue. Now, that makes his title good, at least for the prima 
facie case if not more; it certainly ought to make more than a prima | 
‘facie ease for the contestee. Now, as I understand it, the contestant 
should overthrow that prima facie case by proof, a preponderance of | 
‘root. Now, how is it to be done? 

In the estimation of some gentlemen it is done by offering some 
kind of proof in the matter, and then the parties get upon a par and 
that is sufficient to infer that neither is entitled to the seat. Now, 
how do we get at this? I desire as an illustration to quote one single 
case as 2 means of overthrowing the claim of Mr. Pacheco. I find in 
the report of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] this sen- 
tevce in tht case of Charles Gilbert. I quote irom the report of the 
committee : 

A person cannot be compelled to state for whom he voted; and the Supreme 
Court of the United States has expressly decided that when a witness cannot be 
compelled to answer he need not be called. (6 Peters’s Rep., 352. 367.) But Mr. 
Pacheco might have called the voter, and if he bad not claimed his privilege, he 
conld have made it clear for whom he did vote. Mr. Pacheco not having done so, 
we may infer that Gilbert, if produced, would have corroborated the witness whose 
deposition is in the record. 


| would like to know where they find any law inthis country that | 


would allow a man to refuse to state before a committee of Congress 


or upon the witness-stand for whom he voted; but if there is such a | 
law, at least the contestant has never called this witness, and no rea- | 


son is given why he did not call the witness. On this state of case 
the majority of the committee reject Mr. Gilbert’s vote and deduct 
one vote from the number counted for Mr. Pacheco. 

Well, this testimony would amount to nothing in any court of 
justice ; it would not be received anywhere before any tribunal that 
has any regard for arriving at truth, for it is absolutely incompetent 
evidence. Upon this testimony Gilbert’s vote was rejected and 


counted among the votes that had been given for Pacheco, for it | 


appears that, because Pacheco did not call the witness to prove that, 
he did not vote for him. How many thousands of men were there in 


that district who were not called to swear how they voted? It is | 


conceded by the gentleman who presents this report that the testi- 
mony is not competent to prove for whom he voted; but because 
Pacheco did not call him to prove that he had voted for him he must 
be counted against him. On the other hand we might say with equal 
ropriety that Mr. Wigginton ought to have called him and asked 
iim for whom he voted. 

But the committee proceeded on the idea that Mr. Pacheco ought 
tohave proved that the man who illegally voted for him, as was 
alleged, did not vote at all, or otherwise the vote was rejected. That 


is as far as I desire to go. There are other examples of a like char- | 
| of the gentlemen who are parties to this contest; I trust I can speak 


acter, but I intend to stop here. 
Mr. LEONARD. Sup there is this case before the House: 


There is a reasonable well-founded doubt as to who was elected, and | 


ay at whether anybody was elected or not; what ought the 
ouse to do 

Mr. KEIFER. I should say that in this case there was a prima 
facie case for the contestee. If the contestant does not make out a 
case to overcome it, then the contestee being in his seat the House 
should not act affirmatively to put him out. 

Mr. LEONARD. Suppose there is a doubt as to whether he was 
or was not elected: should he be allowed to retain his seat? 

Mr. KEIFER. Yes; he is in the seat, and should not be removed 
unless a case is made out against him. 

Mr. LEONARD. That is a very singular doctrine, that when it 
appears in an investigation before this House that there is doubt 
whether a man is elected or not that doubt should be resolved in his 
favor. I say the doubt should be resolved in favor of the people, 


and that no man should be seated here as a Representative about | 


Whose right to a seat there is a reasonable doubt. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Lron- 
ARD] allow me to ask the gentleman from Ohiv { Mr. KEIFER] a ques- 
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Gilbert’s vote. 
suflictent to establish any fact in regard to it. 
his attention to a similarity in the evidence in regard to the vote of 


the evidence is similar. 
“Gilbert always told me he was a republican.” 
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He stated that there was no evidence in the record 
Now I desire to call 


Methvin, which by the minority of the committee is claimed to be 
illegal and to have been cast for the contestant. In both these cases 
Mr. Frederic Reetzke testified in this way: 
That is the evidence 
which I understand the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. KEIFER] to say is 
hearsay and ought not to be received anywhere. Do I understand 
him correctly ? : 

Mr. KEIFER. I say it is not competent evidence anywhere. Will 
the gentleman read on a little further, and read all that the witness 
says? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have stated the evidence as to whether Gilbert 
was a republican or not. Now, if the gentleman will turn to page 45 of 
the report of the minority of the committee he will there see what the 
witness states in reference to Methvin. It is claimed that Methvin 
was a democrat, and the evidence is precisely similar as to the poli- 
tics of the voter in the one case as in the other. Yet in the case of 
Methvin the minority of the committee say that the proof is suffi- 
cient. 

Mr. KEIFER. I have not looked at that matter particularly. I 
want, however, the gentleman to answer this question: Does he 
claim that the testimony of Reetzke is competent evidence before 
this House to prove anything ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I say that it is competent as to the politics of 
the voter. 

Mr. KEIFER. Do you give weight to this part of the statement ? 
I showed him the ticket with Pacheco’s name on it, and he took it, folded it up, 
and I did not see him take another before he voted. 

He says in another part of the testimony that it is his honest be- 
lief that he voted that ticket. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That part of the testimony is simply the opinion 
of the witness, and amounts to nothing more thanthe opinion of any 
other person. That is the opinion perhaps which the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. KEIFER] would entertain in such a case as this: if a well- 
known republican in his precinct should come to him and say that he 
wanted a republican ticket, and he should take one and go to tho 
polls and put a ticket in, the gentleman would be willing to swear 
that he voted that ticket. 

Mr. KEIFER. Iam not arguing about things outside of this case. 
I ask the gentleman if he considers that evidence of anything. 

Mr. SPRINGER. So far as his belief is concerned, it is not legal 
evidence. 

Mr. KEIFER. Is the fact that he was a republican evidence that 
he voted the republican ticket ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think it is. 

Mr. KEIFER. Then is it evidence that all the democrats in that 
district voted for Mr. Wigginton and all the republicans for Mr. Pa- 
checo? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Unless there are some other facts to show that 
a particular class of democrats did not vote for Mr. Wigginton. 
There is such a fact shown, and that is one of the elements by which 
we determine how these persons have voted. The books are full of 
examples of this kind, that hearsay evidence is competent to show 
how a man voted, if he makes a declaration beforehand as to how he 
would vote. 

Mr. KEIFER. 
be competent. 

Mr. LEONARD. I now yield the remainder of my time to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WHITE. } 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. How much time is there left? 

The SPEAKER. There are ten minutes left. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I have no desire to extend thisdis- 
cussion. I do not enjoy the pleasure of an acquaintance with either 


There is no such evidence as that here, even if it 


without prejudice or favor on this question. I am glad to know that 
the question is relieved of any peculiar legal complication. My sym- 
pathies, I confess at the ontstart, are with the sitting member, Mr. Pa- 
checo; not, I trust, because he happens to belong to my political 
party, but because he was so bedeviled at the commencement of this 
Congress in his efforts to obtain his legal right to the prima facie seat 
here. I am glad to know, however, that although he was pursued 
with the cord and the knife in his effort to establish his prima facie 
right to a seat on this floor, yet when the merits of the controversy 
are submitted to the Committee of Elections the legal question which 
originally obstructed his pursuit of his seat has not been passed upon 
at all; has not been seriously considered by the committee. 

In reading the history of this case I discover that Mr. Pacheco was 
returned elected in November, 1276, by 1 majority, he receiving 
19,104 votes and the contestant, Mr. Wigginton, 19,103 votes. For 
weeks and months Pacheco was denied the fruits of his victory. He 
was pursued from the lowest to the highest courts of California, 
the complaint being that when the votes of Monterey County were 
canvassed by the board of supervisors on the 13th November, 1876, 
and set down in pencil, Mr. Wigginton, the contestant, was given 


| 





tion? 


Mr. LEONARD. 


Certainly. 
Mr. SPRINGER. z 


I want to say one word in reference to a state- 


29 votes, whereas in point of fact he received but 27 votes. This mis- 
take being discovered before the tabulated statement was transcribed 
| to the minutes of the board, was corrected by the clerk from 29 to 27 


ment made by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. KEIFER] in regard to | votes in that precinet, giving the contestant a total vote in Monterey 
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County of 956 instead of 955 votes. This change was made with the | shows Watterman’s vote should not be thrown ont. The nex+ eos 
knowledge of the board and before the chairman thereof signed it. is Charles Gilbert. As to him it is alleged he voted iy Poy a 
This proper act has all along been the complaint against Mr. Pa- | cinct, Santa Diego County. I have my doubts as to the rieht 24 Me 
chee Phe courts of California properly and justly decided in his | Pacheco to the vote of Charles Gilbert, or indeed the right of is)... 
favo At the opening of the session he was denied his prima facie | party to that vote. ‘2 


right to a seat, yet when the contest goes before the committee, 
whose report lies before us, this San Lorenzo matter is lost sight of. | 


Fhe contestant gropes through the precincts of the district to dis- 
cover a few illegal or irregular votes such as occur at ordinary elec- 
tions in rural districts all over the country and rests his case upon 
them. 

Now, then, Mr. Speaker, the question reverts, how is this case to be 
decided? Mr. Pacheco has a prima faci right toa seatin this body : 
and, to start with, our sympathies should be with him, and the bur- 
den of proof to show that he is not entitled to the seat of course rests 
with the contestant, Mr. Wigginton. I am glad to know in this case 
there seems to have been no systematic fraud to influence this elec- 
tion by unfair and improper practices. No illegality or irregularity 
is to be found in the history of this proceeding so far as I can discover 
in the report of the committee, beyond a few illegal votes here and 
there, which are always to be found in elections in rural districts. 

First, I find the returns to be that Mr. Pacheco is entitled to 19,104 
votes and Mr. Wigginton to 19,103 votes. By turning to the report 
of the committee I discover, in La Graciosa precinct, Santa Barbara 
County, there is confessedly a mistake of 2 votes, 1 from Mr. Wiggin- 
ton and 1 to Mr. Pacheco, That is confessed in the report of the 
majority. Thus then corrected we have the return of the election, 
for Mr. Pacheco 19,105 votes and for Mr. Wigginton 19,102 votes, giv- 
ing Mr. Pacheco a majority of 3 votes. Thus we find the record as 
almitted in the report of the majority, which I have not time to dis- 
cuss in detail. 

In the report of the committee, immediately below the recital of 
things in San Diego County, it is stated that Pablo Rios voted at 
Wilmington precinct, Los Angeles County, with the name of Romu- 
aldo Pacheco on the list of presidential electors, manifestly showing 
that he intended to vote for Mr. Pacheco for Congress, but owing to 
irregularity or informality in the ticket it was not counted for Mr. 
Pacheco. This voter, Rios, says he intended and desired to vote for 
Mr. Pacheco. Clearly the equity of the case favors the counting of 
this vote for Mr. Pacheco, but the committee, for technical reasons 
alone, have deprived him of the benefit of this vote. This man seems 
to have been a legal voter. Clearly this vote justly belongs to Mr. 
The committee denies it to bim. 

This is another step, in my judgment, in favor of Mr. Pacheco. 
Then the question returns, Mr. Pacheco had on the face of the return 
corrected § majority. 


Dac he co. 


Phe majority of the committee, in passing upon the evidence en- 
deavoring to discover illegal or irregular votes, report 12 illegal or 
irregular votes cast for Mr. Pacheco, and they take them from the 
10,105 which I have stated the corrected returns gave him, leaving, 
after this deduction, 19,093 votes and Mr. Wigginton with 19,097 
votes. Twelve votes are taken from Mr. Pacheco, which leave him 
only 19,093, Vive votes are taken from Mr. Wigginton, which leave 
him only 19,097, electing Wigginton by 4 majority. 

Is this correct? This, sir, is a question of evidence submitted to 
this Congress in our mixed character of judges and jurors. I have 
followed the minority of the committee, and they concede that 8 of 
these illegal votes are properly deducted from Mr. Pacheco. In so 
doing, in a spirit of excessive fairness they have conceded more than 
the evidence warrants. Four of the 12 votes the majority of the com- 
mittee deduct from Pacheco the minority report contends should not 
have been deducted, Omitting this deduction of 4, Pacheco would 
have but 8 votes taken from his 19,105, which would leave him 19,097. 
This would make a tie, for the majority of the committee only claim 
10,097 for the contestant, Mr. Wigginton. The 4 votes the minority of 
the committee retain out of the 12 votes reported by the majority of 
the committee as illegal are Charles Watterman, of Maytield, Santa 
Clara County; Moses Atkinson, also Mayfield, Santa Clara County ; 
Charles Gilbert, Poway precinet, San Diego County, and J. A. Scott, 
Ventura precinct, Ventura County. It is printed J. C. Scott, but 
J. A. Seott was evidently intended. 

As to the legality of Mr. Watterman’s vote it all turns upon the 
evidence. It is not a question of fraud, but it is a question of what 
was the legal residence on the 7th of November of Charles Watter- 
man. It is unquestioned according to the evidence which has been 
reported in ertenso that Charles Watterman had his residence in May- 
lield precinct, Santa Clara County, prior to that time—that he had 
his residence there for years previous to that time; but because he 
attached himself to a circus and went out as a driver fora while they 
claim he lost his residence. 

Mr. Speaker, this question is to be tried and passed upon by us in 
our mixed character as court and jury by the weight of evidence. 
But I have not time to dwell iu detail and read extracts from the 
testimony, but 1 am clear in my mind from the testimony before me 
that Watterman never lost his legal residence at Maytield, but was a 
legal voter and had the right to vote at that election, and to have his 
vote counted for Mr. Pacheco. He was of legal age, was a tax-payer, 
an unmarried man, and came home specially to vote at that election. 
The board passed upon his right to vote and allowed it. Every in- 
tendment should be in favor of a legal voter's ballot. 








} 19,097 votes, 


I am inclined to believe that Mr. Giller lived 
with Alvah Mitchell, and although he had voted up to that ihe ee 
yt that precinct yet he was not then and there a legal resides, 
here is not sufficient evidence as to how Mr. Gilbert voted q , 
evidence does not show he voted for Pacheco, hence this vote ah, d 
not be taken from Pacheco. It should be deducted from the perc 
return, not lost to the sitting member. The minority of the commit. 
are right then in contending this vote should not be taken fro | 
checo. Sear 
The next of the four is Moses Atkinson. I have no time to dwo 
The evidence fails to show he was not a voter at Maviicld end 
Clara County. He was a legal voter there, or across the ereek. iy, S “ 
Mateo County. He was a single man; while in Mayfield lived a . 
hotel ; kept some horses, and had a stable at Mayfield. He was also 
a hay-presser in Mayfield, and he was on the great register there as . 
voter. He had rented land in San Mateo County, just across the 
creek from Mayfield. This land, or ranch, he had some one else to 
farm for him. The evidence shows he slept most of the time jy 
Maytield. Clearly Atkinson was an honest, legal voter in Maytield 


¢ 


and his vote should not be deducted from Pacheco. 

Then, as to the last of these four voters, J. A. Scott, the evicd 
is conflicting as to his residence in San Buenaventura long eno 
to give him a vote. He swears that was his residence. Be that as jt 
may, there is no sufficient evidence of his voting for Pacheco. [He 
does not himself say for whom he voted. This vote, then, should not 
be taken from Pacheco, but, if omitted at all, should come from the 
general aggregate. 

Thus, then, Mr. Speaker, the evidence supports the minority of the 
committee in retaining these 4 votes for Mr. Pacheco, léaving | 


nce 


n 


This, then, would leave them atie. But, sir, while the majority ha 
conceded the votes of John Doran, John Geddens, William A. Bro; 
Joseph Marks, and James A. Keys, five votes, should be lost to Wig 
ginton, contestant, yet the minority of the committee argue with great 
force, supported by the evidence too, Jesus Yorba, who is admitted 
an illegal voter; George M. Clark, Thomas O. Mara, Gustave C. Per 
ret, John Peterson, five more, should be deducted from Wigginton. 

Gustave C. Perret was not a naturalized citizen until December 2, 
1876, nearly a month after election. The evidence shows he voted 
for Wigginton. John Peterson voted for Wigginton and was frand- 
ulently naturalized. Why, sir, this man came to the United States 
from Sweden in 1863 to reside. He applied for naturalization the da 
before the election, in 1876. The court refused him because he had 
never previously filed a declaration of intention to become a « 
as the law requires. One of his witnesses insisted upon his going to 
San Francisco the day before election. He did go, and went to twelfth 
district court and found he could not get his papers before half past 
eleven o’clock that night. He got them that night. A man named 
John Hanna spoke tothe judge about getting them. This man Hanna, 
Peterson swears, was his witness. The judgeasked Hanna if he knew 
Peterson before in California? Hanna says ves, he knew him in 155s, 
when Peterson was under age, having been born in Is41. Peterson 
himself swears he saw Hanna first in San Francisco in 1570 or 157) 
This is the testimony of Peterson himself. Thus, sir, by fraud and 
perjury this man Peterson got a naturalization paper and certificate 
the night before election. He got registered and voted next day, 
November 7, 1876, for Wigginton. He swears he voted for Wiggin- 
ton. This vote was a fraud, and with the one Perrett before referred 
to should be taken from contestant, Mr. Wigginton. 

I cannot now pursue the argument further, Mr. Speaker. What I 
have said is sufficient to give the seat to Mr. Pacheco by at least two 
votes. I could successfully demonstrate, if 1 had afew moments’ time, 
that the votes of George M. Clark, Jesus Yorba, and others should 
still be taken from Mr. Wigginton’sreturn. 1 cannot pursue further. 
1 trust,sir, the members of this House will rise to the height of judicial 
impartiality and fairness and allow Mr. Pacheco to retain the seat his 
constituents and the laws of the country entitle him to in this Con- 
Tess, 

” The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock | 
has forty-five minutes remaining. / 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Speaker, in the fourth congressional district of 
California the canvass gives to the sitting member 19,104 votes and to 
the contestant 19,103, a majority of 1 for the sitting member. It is 
agreed on all hands that the mistake of the local canvassers in the La 
Graciosa precinct should increase the vote of the sitting member | and 
should take 1 from the vote of the contestant, which increases the 
majority of the sitting member to 3. To affect this majority 1! 's 
necessary certain alleged illegal votes should be rejected whicli it 
is alleged were cast for either the contestant or contestee ; and upon 
this question I say that whoever challenges a vote takes it upon hin 
to show, first, it was illegal and, second, it was cast for the person 
from whose aggregate vote he would take it; and upon the question 
of who is entitled to the seat prima facie and whether it can be 
doubtful who was elected this should be borne in mind. 

There can be no doubt one of these men is elected, except there 


a 


pa : : ; : . : ves 
The evidence | be a tie vote, and the preponderance of evidence is only involve l 
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when applied to an individual voter to determine for whom his vote 
a as cast and whether he was a legal voter. There were certain votes 
nast for these candidates that both reports agree were illegal, the evi- 
a e being beyond doubt upon that point, and uncertain, insufficient, 
-outlicting upon the point for whom they were voted. As to certain 
“iawal votes, We had no difficulty in determining for whom they were 
cast: the elector was put upon the stand and testified or else the vote 
was challenged and marked by the canvassers. , 

But there were certain other men that voted, and, I will assume at 
this point of the argument, illegally ; and as to whom there is a serious 
juestion, and a question which the House has got to pass upon: is 
there any satisfactory evidence whether they voted for the contestant 
eS eontestee? And at the outset it is wise to call attention to the law 
ofevidence that should guide us, Isuppose a contest of this character 
xin the nature of a quo warranto to test and settle a title to an oftice— 


a 


she contestant and contestee practically the parties, and the issues | 


hetween them not to be affected, their mghts not to be prejudiced, by 
what others may say “out of court;” the declarations of outside par- 
ties not under the obligations of oath and not on the witness-stand 
are not to be considered. Any other rule puts it in the power of dis- 


elute men, Without incurring any responsibility to the law for their | 


utterances, to change the result of any close election. 


[here are in all eight of these illegal voters. The reports from your 


committee disagree upon the vital question, for whom were those 
allots respectively counted? 


First I will take Charles Gilbert, who, the majority report alleges, 


voted for the sitting member. What evidence upon this point? 1 
will read it all: 


Gilbert always told me he was a republican ; he asked mo which were the re- 
in tickets ; he took one, folded it up, and, to my honest belief, putitin. * * 


* J only showed him the republican ticket, with Pacheco’s name oa it; he took it, | 


folded it up, and, to my honest belief, voted it. 


Now, it will be remembered, in this connection, under the laws of 
California no man could distribute ballots within one hundred feet 


of the polls. There is nothing in the case to show at what hour Gil- 


bert voted. Some time during the day he procured the ballot, a re- 
publican ticket. The witness assumed he voted it. There is nothing 
tending toshow it. No proof even that he marched directly from the 
place where he took the ticket to the polls. I say this evidence is 
entirely unsatisfactory. There is no semblance to substance in it, 
al 


from the majority returned for him by the canvassing boards of 
his congressional district. 


Next I take the case of Joseph Scott, a mechanic. I waive the | 


point of where he resided. I pass by that aud come directly to the 


question for whom he voted. He is another man whose vote has | 


been deducted from the canvassed vote returned for the sitting mem- 
ber. 1 will read the evidence: 


Qnestion. Do you know who voted Mr. J. A. Scott? 

(Objected to as incompetent and irrelevant and immeterial.) 

Answer. Colonel Heines and W. J. Williams are the only ones I noticed par 
ticulal 

\. Were those persons working that day to obtain votes for Mr. Wigginton o1 
Mr. Pacheco for member of Congress ? 

Objected to for the same reasons.) 

A. For Mr. Pacheco, 


Here, then, were twomen, the witness says, that voted Scott. What 
does he mean by that? It was not within their power, under the 
laws of California, to take him to the polls. They were canvassers 


there and the witness called on the part of the contestant says, with | 


reference to them, they voted him. He was seen in their company in 
conversation with them. It does not appear they led him to the polls 


or gave him the ticket he voted. But the witness saw this man | 


Scott in their company. 
Upon this evidence the majority in their report see fit to take from 


the aggregate vote returned for the sitting member the vote of Scott. | 


I say the evidence is entirely unsatisfactory ; it is not evidence that 
would be received in any court of justice, if it were a question against 
this man Seott on an indictment for illegal voting. I ask any mem- 


ber present if he would allow it to go to a jury without a positive 


instruction that it failed to establish the fact he voted and for whom. 


The next man whose vote has been deducted from the vote of the | 
contestee is C. Waterman. So far as he is concerned I shall confine | 


myself to the question for whom he voted, and I quote from the evi- 
cence ¢ 


(Question. Do you know whether he voted for Congressman at that election; if 
80, for whom ? 


Answer, He took the republican ticket and voted it entire. I can't say whether 
he altered it or not. 


2. Did you ever hear him say which ticket he voted that day, and whether he 

voted for Wigginton or Pacheco ? : 

A. He told me in conversation that he voted the republican ticket. 

7 . Did you on that day see the republican tickets that were being used for 
ters? 

A. I did, 


rhe testimony simply amounts to this: that the witness saw Water- 
wan take a republican ticket not within one hundred feet of the polls, 
and he believed that he voted that ticket. 
_ This evidence is entirely unsatisfactory ; it is precisely of the same | 
Class a8 that which has been adduced in the other cases to which I | aggregate vote of the contestant. 


have called attention. 
Next, Moses Atkinson; and in reference to this man I will take up 


anything about it; being a single man he mi 


crats as to whether Methvin should be allowed to 


d it isunjust and unfair to the sitting member to deduct Gilbert’s | 





first the question of his residence, and then the question for whom he 
voted. I quote from the testimony : 

Question. Can you say whether he did not live in Mayfield from the time 

v him in Maytield with his horses, in the latter part of the summer or early part 
of the fall, until election day? 

Answer. I can’t say positively, but I do not think he did. He might have lived 


here in Maytield two or three months before the election and I not have known 


vht have called this his home 

The evidence is, that at some period of his life he owned land or 
had an interest in land outside of the precinct where he voted; that 
months before the election he parted with that interest and then en- 


gaged in legitimate business in the village of Maytield. The majority 
| of the committee find his residence was not at Maytield and that he 


was an illegal voter. As to whom he voted for, the proof is of the 
same sort I have called the attention of the House to in the other 
cases, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, ‘hese are 4 votes which have been deducted from 
the aggregate vote given for the sitting member by the report of the 
majority, and I now desire to call attention to 4 votes challenged on 
the part of the contestee, alleged to have been deposited in the ballot- 
box for the contestant. 

The first is Thomas Methvin. I quote from the evidence : 


Question. Did you know that Methvin’s vote was challenged, and that there was 
quite a contest before the board of election between the republicans and demo- 
vote or not 

Answer. I heard some discussion among the members of the board upon his vote 
being challenged. They took his oath, and he swore that he only went to Arizona 
for a temporary purpose. Thatis as near as I can remember. The board, after 
swearing on took his vote. 

Q. Was there not considerable diseussion before the board by the republicans 
and democrats who were not members of the board, and did not each party urge 
their claims—the republicans that he had no right to vote and the democrats that 
he had a right to vote! 


This man came to the polls in company with democrats; his vote 
was challenged by republicans; both parties stood around him; one 
side insisted he should and the other that he should not vote. 

There is no other evidence for whom he did vote. It is simply from 
the facts I have cited that the minority of the committee concluded 
his vote should be deducted from Mr. Wigginton’s aggregate vote. 
Now, I say that this evidence is unsubstantial and unsatisfactory, 
but it belongs to the same class and is of the same species produced on 
the other side to reduce the vote of the sitting member. 

Mr. SAMPSON. I desire to ask the gentleman a question; and it is 
whether the last vote was received ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. It was not deducted from Wigginton’s aggregate 
vote. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Was the vote polled ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. It was challenged by the contestee as an illegal 
vote for the contestant but the challenge was not sustained. 

Mr. SAMPSON. Has it been rejected by the committee? 

Mr. HISCOCK. It has not. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It has been rejected by the minority of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HISCOCK. But it has been counted for the contestant by the 
majority of the committee. 

The point I make is, this vote, if controlled by the same character 
of evidence as in the other case, and the evidence is of the same char- 
acter, should be deducted from the aggregate vote of the contestant. 
I do not claim the evidence is satisfactory. I do not say upon such 
evidence I would deduct votes from the aggregate returned for the 
contestant. What I do insist is that the same law or rule of evidence 
should be applied to this case as to the votes deducted from the ag- 
gregate for the sitting member—that the evidence in all the cases 
should be weighed in the same manner and the same rule applied. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Does the evidence show (for I have 
not examined it all) that Thomas O’Mara was examined as a witness 
as to how he himself voted? 

Mr. HISCOCK. No, it does not. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Does the gentleman not think that 
his evidence would have been competent; that it would have been 
proper to ask Mr. O’Mara how he voted ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. No doubt it would have been competent. And I 
now come to the case of Thomas O’Mara. According to the record 
there is no donbt that he voted illegally. On this question I differ 
from the majority of the committee. O'Mara did not answer to the 
description of the man who was registered by that name. He was 
older, and the conversation held between him and the witness upon 
the day of election demonstrated very clearly that he was not enti- 
tled to be, had never been, registered and did not regard himself as a 
voter there, and it is claimed on the part of the sitting member that 
his vote should be deducted from the aggregate vote returned here 
for the contestant. What is the evidence with reference to the way 
he voted? The men who stood at his back were democrats; the 


| man who gave him the ticket was a democrat. And I say again that 


the same rules of evidence applied to his case as the majority have 
applied to the case of Scott require his vote be deducted from the 


Next in order I take the case of Jesus Yorba. It is hardly necessary 
to quote the evidence ; gentlemen have it before them in the reports 
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and without conflict. It is that Yorba declared himself a democrat 
upon election day and a supporter of Wigginton; was during the 
entire day in the company of one Smith, an active partisan, and can- 
vasser for the contestant. Of all the eight cases the evidence, such 
as it is and it is of the like character as in the others, is the most 


abundant to show to whom Yorba gave his ballot; and disregarding 


the law laid down in the first four cases, the majority report refuses | 


to deduct his vote from the contestant’s aggregate for the speculative 
cause that he was a native Californian, making a distinction in the 
degree of credit to be given different men’s declarations and in the 
signiticance of their acts depending upon their nationality. 

i now come to the vote of Gustave Perret. There is no question 
made but what he was an illegal voter, and it is claimed on the part 
of the sitting member that his vote was cast for the contestant. The 
evidence is he was voted by democrats, that he expressed himself to 
be a democrat, that he was found in the company of democrats. The 
same character of evidence fixed upon him his democracy and the 
fact that he cast his vote for the contestant, as fixes upon Scott his 
republicanism and that he voted for the sitting member. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Have you any evidence where it is stated that 
Mr. Perret was a democrat ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I have. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I would like to hear it. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will read it. I read from the testimony of John 
Brierly: 

Question. Who was the man that gave him his ballot, and what kind of ballots 
was he distributing at the time he gave Perret his ballot ? 


Answer. His name was J. L. Arpin. He was distributing straight democratic 
ballots at that time. 


QY. Do you swear that Perret voted the straight democratic ticket ! 

A. I have stated that I have no personal acquaintance with Perret, and know 
nothing as to how he voted, except that J. L. Arpin, who was working for the 
straight democratic ticket and distributing straight democratic ballots, was Pet 
ret's witness when he applied to be naturalized, and Arpin gave Perret his ballot. 


Mr. SPRINGER. That is all the evidence, is it? 

Mr. HISCOCK. That is all the evidence, and is substantially that 
the man who took Perret to be naturalized, who gave him the ballot, 
and with whom he associated was a democrat and a partisan of the 
contestant. 

Now, with reference to these men who it isclaimed on the part of the 
sitting member were illegal votersand cast their votes for the contest- 
ant, | say in all frankness that the evidence is unsatisfactory in deter- 
mining the point, but is of the same species as has been relied upon 
by the majority of the committee to deduct four votes from the ag- 
gregate vote returned for the sitting member. 

The best that can be done in this case, and what ought to be done, 
is to apply on both sides the same rules of evidence where the cases 
are precisely alike. I say if youdeduct four votes from the aggregate 
returned for Mr. Pacheco for the first four cases, then it is the duty 
of the House to deduct four votes from the aggregate returned for 
Mr. Wigginton for the last four; or, on the other hand, you should 
find it impossible to tell from the evidence for whom those eight men 
voted, and this I believe is the proper way to dispose of the question. 
I] say the same illegal unsatisfactory evidence is produced in each one 
of these cases, and I challenge any man on this floor to discriminate 
to his own satisfaction between them. 

This brings us down to the two remaining votes which it is claimed 
on the part of the sitting member were illegal and were cast for the 
contestant. One is the vote of Peterson. He voted upon frauduient 
naturalization papers. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] 
when he presented his report to the House agreed with the minority 
of the committee that the naturalization papers of Peterson were 
fraudulently procured, and that his vote should be deducted from the 
aggregate vote returned for the contestant. He has changed his posi- 
tion upon that question. 

I call attention to the evidence: 


Question. When you applied for naturalization at Redwood City the day before 


the last presidential election, had you first papers—I mean your declaration of in 
tention! 


Answer. No, I did not have them 

) Did the clerk of the court ask you for them ? 

A. Yes, sir 

). Did he refuse to naturalize you because you had not your first papers ? 
A Yes, sir 


) 
‘ 


4 


W hat cid you then do relative to getting out your papers ? 

A. Then I went back to my place here in Redwood City, where T had a saloon, 
aud one of my witnesses came along with me to my saloon and asked meif I wanted 
to go down to San Francisco, he would try to get the papers out forme. Then I 
said I did not care about going to the city if I did not get my papers in Redwood 
City. Se he said te me “Come along,” and he started off to San Francisco the day 
before the election 

Q. Did the clerk swear Hanna as a witness for you? 

A. Yes, sit 

Q. What did the jadge ask Hanna? 

(Objected to by Mr. Wigginton upon the ground tha‘ it is an attempt to show by 
the witness the record of the twelfth district court of this State, and that the same 
is irrelevant and secondary evidence.) 

A. He asked Hanna if he knew me in California under age. 

Q. What was Hanna's answer ! 

(Objection same as above.) 

A. He said he knew me in California in 1858, 

Q. When did you first ever see Hanna! 

A. Saw him tirst in San Francisco in 1#70 or 1871 

Q. Did - then get your papers from the twelfth district court ? 

A I dic ° 


What are the facts? Peterson was near the court; he never had 
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declared his intention to become a naturalized citizen and had ney 

obtained his first papers, and he did not come to this country , s 

his minority. 

He had applied to be naturalized and had been refused: a man wh. 
he has never seen before says to him, “I will furnish the requir, 
proof to establish that you are entitled to your naturalization eee 
I will go before the court aud swear that you were a resident | Baa = 
so early a period of your minority as to entitle you to naturaliz t Zs 
papers.” They repair to the court; the perjury is committe: a 
Peterson secures his papers from the court and upon them melee: 
There is no dispute about the facts. This man Peterson, upon a 
stand as a witness, testifies to them with great frankness. z 

It is said that there is no precedent betore the House for pejectin. 
such a vote as this. I ask the majority here if they will establish tie 
precedent that fraudulent naturalization papers, procured |), ita 
evidence from witnesses committing perjury, are to entitle men to 
vote and the right of citizens? There is no question that this ~ in 
was not entitled to citizenship, no question that his papers were fray, 
ulent; still you are told because there is no precedent in the t; uli 
tions of this House for rejecting his vote you will not reject and make 
a precedent. I supposed, Mr. Speaker, that this House had the power 
to go behind the records; that it has the power to take up the qnes 
tion, is such a man legally entitled to cast a ballot? But the tia jor- 
ity seem to think differently. They say of the naturalization paper: 
“Tt is fair upon its face, and we have not the power to challenge it. 
Concede we do that this man was not entitled to it: by rank perjury 
and a frand upon the court it was procured. Still, since we tind yo 
precedent for rejecting, we will not make one, and fraudulent natural 
ization papers are to bold good in determining the question of the 
citizenship of the voter.” I say that no majority can afford to do 
this; and it seems to me incredible that any lawyer will stand before 
the House and make an argument in favor of the position of the ma 
jority. Icannot congratulate my friend from Illinois [ Mr. Springer) 
that he has changed his mind upon this question. , 

There isa man by the name of Clark who voted, and I now desire to 
call the attention of the House to the law in the State of California 
upon this question : 


er 
ntry during 


When a ballot found in any ballot-box bears upon it any impression, devix 
or thing, or is folded in a manner intended to designate or impart knowledg 
person who voted such ballot, it must, with all its contents, 


of the 
© rejected 

The majority in their report have said in reference to that statute: 

It was intended to protect the voter in his right to vote a secret ballot. If ther 
was any doubt as to the letter of the law there can be none as to the spirit of 
There is no charge or suspicion of fraud, intimidation, or improper influcac« 
exerted over the voter. 

Now I call the attention of the House to the evidence of the 
witness; 


Question. If Clark said anything about it at the time he deposited the ballot 
tell me what he said. 


Answer. He came to the polls two or three times to vote; and when pear t! 
polls James McCoy took him away. He came again just before the polls closed 
and voted ; and then he said he had written his name on the ticket so that * old 
Jim” would know that he had not voted against his wishes. 

Mr. Speaker, we can imagine this scene. This man is brought up 
to the polls two or three times to vote. James McCoy on each occa- 
sion takes him from the polls. What influence is exerted over him 
we do not know. Finally, McCoy gets him entirely within his inilu- 
ence; and the man comes up, deposits the ballot with his name writ- 
ten upon it “ that old Jim would know that he had not voted against 
his wishes ”—thus coming within the letter and spirit of the law 
which excludes such votes. 

The majority report says the object of this act was to protect the 
voter in the exercise of his franchise; and here we have the law put 
entirely at defiance. It is shown beyond any question this man was 
under duress of James McCoy, in whose company we find him and 
whom we find taking him from the polls; that he was controlled by 
him, operated upon by such fear or inducements that he put his name 
upon the ballot, to the end his master might know that he had voted 
according to his wishes. Still the majority say: “ We will set at 
naught this statute of California; we will hold this ballot good; we 
will say that the State of California has no right to protect the voter 
in the free, untrammeled exercise of his rights.” 

How does this case now stand? If the contestant in this case takes 
his seat upon this floor he takes it by virtue of these 2 votes. The 
same rules of evidence governing the other eight cases I have re- 
viewed, we are narrowed down to the consideration of the 2 votes 
I am now calling attention to. If the contestant takes a seat upon 
the floor of this House, I say he takes it by virtue of a fraudulent 
vote upon fraudulent naturalization papers—papers procured by per- 
jury ; that he takes it by virtue of a precedent set by this House, 
that it will not go back of a certificate of naturalization issued by 
the court and inquire if the man who has it is legally entitled thereto 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Will the gentlemen let me ask him a question! 

Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Where is there any evidence that these naturali- 
zation papers were fraudulently issued? Do they not show upon 
their face their legality by having been issued from one of the «is- 
trict courts in the State of California? ; 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I suppose that is true of all naturall- 
zation papers. I am not aware that the naturalization papers issued 
by any court import upon their face they are fraudulent, but you are 
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k of them and take the evidence of witnesses as to the 
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es LUTTRELL. If they are frandulent why did not the contes- 


a go behind them and make proof they were fraudulent? 
“Mr. HISCOCK. The contestee did preeisely what the gentleman 
inquires W hy he did not do it. ‘ 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Did he call witnesses ? i 
Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly he did. ‘The man himself was put upon 
the stand as a witness, and gave the history of this whole transaction. 
He told how he went down to this place where the court was held, 
and after his papers were denied him, for the reason he came to Amer- 
ica after he was twenty-one years of age, and he had never declared 
jis intention to become @ citizen; that he was solicited by a man 
who said he would procure the papers for him, an absolute strange, 
to him it was, who offered to furnish the proof in the case, and fu 
nished the proof and swore to a deliberate lie for the purpose of pro- 
curing the naturalization. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Then I understand the gentleman to hold to the 
doctrine we should go back of certified documents of a court, or in 
other words, he holds that we should go behind the judgment of a 
court. Let me ask him whether he holds that position ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I propose to do in this case what has been done in 
all cases of fraudulent naturalization papers. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. When we wanted last winter to go back of the 
returns of the Louisiana returning board to show the enormous frauds 
upon which they were made why did the gentlemen on that side 
oppose it 80 earnestly 7 . ; 

Mr. HISCOCK. With reference to that question if the gentleman 
claims that an error has been committed in the past by another party 
[should expect he would set the example for better action in the 
future, and an error would not be quoted by him as justification 
of an effort to seat a member here upon fraudulent naturalization 
yape>rs. 
, Mr. LUTTRELL. Iam glad the gentleman is on the stool of re- 
pentance, and I hope he will stand by his assertion. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The question is not up here whether error was 
then committed. The reply I make tothe gentleman is that I sup- 
posed he occupied higher ground than to stand here asa malefactor 
justifying himself because some one else had committed a crime. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I do not occupy any such ground. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The question which the gentleman asked me as- 
sumes that he stands upon that ground and none other. He simply 
attempts to quote an error or what he alleges to be an error in the 

ast as justification of a crime here and now and upon this floor. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I wish to say that I am in favor of exposing 
fraud wherever it exists, and I challenge the geutleman for the first 
time to show when his own party attempted to expose fraud. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Iam glad I know the gentleman is in favor of 
exposing fraud. I ask him to join hands with me in putting upon 
the records of this House a determination that fraudulent naturali- 















vote counted. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. 
man on that side going with us to expose fraud anywhere. 
Mr. HISCOCK. 























naturalization papers. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I desire to see a fair contest. 
every vote canvassed fairly for either party. 

Mr. HISCOCK. These professions amount to nothing. 


them. It matters not what is said. 
contradicted—uncontradicted. 
tled to naturalization. 


unavailing to seat any man or to eject any man from his seat. 


my friends on the other side. 


passed for a very proper purpose ? 
Mr. Speaker, how much time have I left? 
Che SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. DURHAM.) Two minutes. 


yield me those two minutes. 
Mr. HISCOCK. 
from Virginia, (Mr. HaRRIs. ] 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 


the facts. 


































zation papers shall not procure for this man the right to have his 
Iam glad, too, at the prospect of any gentle- 


I ask that the result which has been returned to 
this House by the canvassing board of the gentleman’s own State 
in this congressional district shall not be overturned by fraudulent 


I desire to see 


The ques- 
tion here now is, was this a fraudulent naturalization? Iam aware 
people may make professions, but it is by their acts you are to judge 
The evidence of this case is un- 
1 repeat that this man was not enti- 


I say whether fraudulent naturaliztion papers are procured by false 
evidence or they are by no evidence at all, whether they are issued 
by the clerk without the sanction of the court—however they may 
be issued—it is the duty of the House to declare that they shall be 


I have endeavored, Mr. Speaker, to present the issue in this case to 

{ Aud the question, and the only ques- 
tion is, is one more majority worth enough to be purchased at the 
expense of the ratification of the fraudulent naturalization papers of 
Peterson and a disregarding of a statute of the State of California, 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman from New York to 
I yield the balance of my time to the gentleman 


Lest the argument of my friend from 
New York [Mr. Hiscock ] should deceive some of the members as to 
the naturalization of the voter he has last referred to I desire to state | 
In this case there was no pretense that the voter had not | 
been naturalized by a court of competent jurisdiction. It is conceded 

that before that court he proved he had been a resident of this coun- 

try live years and intended to be a bona fide citizen thereof and had | further support, unless they are challenged, and then the challenging 
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complied with the other requirements of the law; and therefore the 
court directed the clerk to issue to him the regular certificate of nat- 
uralization. 

Now, the distinetion which the law makes is this: that where fraud- 
ulent naturalization papers have been given up by the clerks of the 
court and the naturalization has not become therefore a judicial act 
it may be questioned collaterally and by anybody. But the author- 
ities all go to show that where it is a judicial act of a court before 
whom certain facts must be presumed to have been proven it is not 
even in the power of the man himself to gainsay the record after- 
ward, because if he could he might produce the whole mischief one 
way as well as the other. Suppose this voter, after having been 
naturalized, had been bribed where one vote turned the scale to come 
into the contested-election case and swear he had not been in this 
country five years when he had sworn before the court he had been 
here five years: what would be the result? The judicial proceedings 
would pass for nothing and the ipse dizit of men through the country 
would set aside the solemn records of our court. : 

The following is the statement of the law in McCrary’s American 
Law of Election, page 24: 





It is very true that the judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction in the 
matter of the naturalization of a citizen is as conclusive as its judgment in any 
other matter within its jurisdiction. 

It says it is conclusive. 


But it is always competent to show that the parties were not within the jurisdic 
tion of the court, and if the act of pretended naturalization was in fact the act of 
the clerk alone and not in any proper sense the act of the court, it would be a mon- 
strous doctrine to hold that the certificate bearing the clerk's signature and the 
seal is conclusive. Such a rule would permit the party who committed the fraud 
to protect hintself by his own fraudulent certificate. 


Mr. EDEN. In this case did the court have jurisdiction ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Yes, sir; the court had jurisdiction of 
the subject. It is presumed all the requirements of the law were 
complied with in respect to naturalization. 

Mr. HISCOCK. May I ask the gentleman a question ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Certainly. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I would like to know if the court can have juris- 
diction to naturalize a person who is not entitled to naturalization ? 

Mr. EDEN. I suppose the court determines that fact. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I repeat the question. Can the court have juris- 
diction to naturalize a person who is not entitled to naturalization ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The term “ jurisdiction ” does not refer 
to the person but to the power of the court to grant naturalization ; 
and the court of record is known to have a jurisdiction of the sub- 
ject with regard to naturalization. Therefore that cannot be ques- 
tioned. The term does not refer to the person but to the court and 
to the powers of the court. 

{ Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I yield to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. 
MILLS. } 

Mr. MILLS. I was struck with admiration yesterday evening at 
the consummate tact displayed by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
GARFIELD ] in making a statement of this case. It wasso fair and so 
plausible in its presentation that one could scarcely see with the 
naked eye the immensely large elephant that was concealed under 
the cover of a splendid sophistry. In his statement he invoked the 
principle of the civil law which extinguishes pro tanto one claim with 
another, and only leaves the balance as the subsisting claim to be 
subjected to the tests of litigation. This doctrine would be all well 
enough if the mutual extinguishment was determined by the same 
rule on each side and the rights equal. But suppose the rights on 
each side have not been equally met and the cancellation has been by 
strategy and not by right. Suppose we take a set of unsophisticated 
democrats who, in the simplicity of their hearts, agree to waive all ob- 
jection to marks on the ballots of five republican votes, and the repub- 
licans agree to it too, then those five are counted for Governor Pa- 
checo and belong to the lot that cannot be inquired into. Now, one 
of the democratic ballots with a mark on it comes before the com- 
mittee and the democrats propose to waive all objections to that one 
too, but the republican members fail to see it just in that light and 
object. That vote is to be contested, and ruled out eventually, while 
the five are comfortably beyond the reach of investigation ; and that 
is just the case in this controversy, and to that extent, if we agree to 
the proposition of my friend from Ohio; we give ourselves away. 

But, sir, narrow as that platform is, I am willing to stand on and 
test Mr. Wigginton’s claim by it. I will agree with him to close the 
door on all the controversy behind the 10 contested votes he names 
and determine the issue by the 10. Of these 6 are charged to Wig- 
ginton and 4 to Pacheco, and each objects to the vote of the other 
as illegal and maintains the legality of hisown. Before proceeding 
to examine these votes, I want to lay down the rule—a clear and well- 
known rule—by which the truth is to be tried. All lawyers know 
that all presumptions are in favor of the acts of officers and all pre- 
sumptions are in favor of life, of liberty, and of rights, civil, polit- 

ical, or other. The presumption of law is that every man is a qual- 
itied voter, that he resides in the proper place, is of the required age, 
and if an alien by birth that he has been naturalized. No presump- 
tion can be indulged against any of these rights. All these rights 
are sufliciently supported by these to be held and exercised without 
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party must affirmatively prove the fact that disqualifies, and prove 


it the doubt is banished and the presumption overturned. 


Now the first of the 10 is Jesus Yorba, and he is charged with vot- 
San Diego County while he remained a resident of Los Angeles 

Cx 1 What is the proof? He swears that he is a resident of San 
Diego County, was registered in that county, and voted there. When 


he offered to vote his right was challenged. The judges of election 
heard the testimony for and against him, and decided in his favor. 
Now, it must be shown that that court had no jurisdiction or that its 
judgment was procured by fraud. It must be proven that the man 
was not a qualified voter of San Diego County, and there is no testi- 
mony in the record that shows it. There is testimony that questions 
it. The 
days living in San Diego County, but he does not affirmatively prove 
that he was not a resident more than thirty days. ‘hat is the fact 
that disqualifies and it must be proven. There were circumstances 
to show that he had the residence sufficiently long to enable him to 
vote, but he did not need those circumstances. The law presumed 
that for him. His vote must be counted for Wigginton, and that is 
lof the 10, 

The next case is that of O'Mara, and it is charged that he was not 
naturalized, and that he falsely personated some one in his vote. The 
vitness relied on to prove these charges did not know him; said the 
man that registered was an old man, and this one was thirty-five or 
forty, and the man told him his name was Mara, and that he was 
satisfied that the man that registered was not the man that voted. 
lie was challenged; the judge heard the cause. He made affidavit 
of his citizenship and right to vote, and voted. Now, O’Mara’s testi- 
mony is positive, the witness’s circumstantial; but if it was as posi- 
tive as O'Mara’s it would only be one man’s oath against another's. 
The two cancel each other and leave the right supported by the pre- 
sumption. Every lawyer knows you cannot convict a man of per- 
jury on the testimony of one witness and for the reason just given. 
Phere must be in addition corroborating circumstances enough to 
overturn the presumptions in favor of the truth of the statement 
sworn to, But here there is only one witness without any corrobor- 
ating circumstances, and the right of O’Mara to vote still stands in 
the strength of the presumption. Well, that is 2 votes out of the 
10 that must be counted for Wigginton. 

lhe next man is Methvin; he lived in California; he went to Arizona 
and staid some months and returned before the election and voted. 
It is charged that by his removal he lost his citizenship in California 
and had not remained long enough after his return to acquire it again. 
Now, the law is that when a man removes from one domicil to another 
animo manendi he loses all the rights that belong tothe former. But 
if he removes from the former animo revertendi he holds all the rights 
of the former. Then the important question is what was Mr. Meth- 
vin’s intention when be went to Arizona? If it was to return to 
California he is still a citizen of California. A man does not forfeit 
his citizenship every time he leaves his home. If that were the rule 
we have all forfeited our citizenship at home and are not eligible to 
be voted for in our districts in the coming summer. Nor are we quali- 
tied to vote. If, therefore, Methvin left California with the intention 
of returning he held his citizenship every day of his absence as fully 
as before he left the State. What is the testimony? He said when 
he left California that he reserved the right to come back to his home. 
He was evidently going to see whether he could get a better home in 
Arizona than he had in California. He was going to look at the 
country. The fact of his intention is not left to be inferred from 
other facts, but he makes the declaration from his own lips that set- 
tles beyond all doubt that he retained all his rights in California. 
His right to vote is beyond doubt, and that is 3 for Wigginton out 
of the 10. 

The next is the case of Mr. Clark, who marked his ticket contrary 
to the laws of California, and it must be thrown out and lost. That 
is 4 out of the 10, and Wigginton gains 3 and loses 1, and here is where 
the cat got intothe meal-tub. Five republicans are in the same con- 
dition, but they are beyond the line of contest as our democratic 
friends agreed that they should be counted. If we go behind the 
platform of my friend from Ohio, Wigginton ought to have the five 
marked ballots cast for Pacheco thrown out, but I shall stand on the 
platform and let Clark’s vote go. 

Che next is Perret. He applied for naturalization and was refused 
on account of the insufticiency of the evidence. He had previously 
registered, and when the court refused to naturalize him his regis- 
tration was revoked. Subsequently he went before the court with 
such evidence as the court required, and the court granted his nat- 
uralization papers, and then he was re-registered and voted. That is 
his case, and it is a very plain one, and he is clearly entitled to vote. 
There is no place for doubt in his case as to his right. It is not 
necessary for him to invoke presumption. This is 5 out of the 10, 
and 4 of them for Wigginton. 

The next is a foreigner who came to the United States in 1868, and 
had remained ever since. A stalwart republican by the name of 
Hanna insisted that he should be naturalized and vote the repub- 
lican ticket, went with him to court and proved his residence, and 
aided him in getting his naturalization papers. He then voted the 
democratic ticket, and now it is charged that the witness swore he 
come here in 1858, which was false, and it is said that that vitiates 
the judgment of the court and renders his naturalization papers void. 


witness who supports the challenge saw him within thirty | 
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| zation papers, whichitdid. And the other fact, whether t 
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It is enough to say in reply that the fact testified was not may, 
at all. He had been in the country eight years, aud that : 
than the law required, and entitled the court to grant th 


Vas 


Lrue or f 


could not change his right or affect the determination of | 
But if he had been in the United States only one year and 
cured naturalization papers by false testimony before they 
annulled, there would have to be more testimony and stroy 
any in this case, : 

The judgment of the court imports verity, and when that j 
is invoked in support of a right claimed, it requires somet] 


than loose declarations of faise testimony to set it aside. Every yy 
sumption is in favor of its truth. The law isso jealous of our piel: 

life, liberty, and property that it hedges them about with pr in 

ons to secure their enjoyment. Nor will it permit us to be d 
of one of them till our adversary, by full and competent proof 
tear from about us every shred with which they cover and gua) 
Here are six out of the ten and Wigginton has five of the 
is thrown away; if the other four be given to Pacheco he is st 
feated. 

| Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SPRINGER. I understand the gentleman from Main 


VV 
HALE] desires to speak; 1 would ask him how much time hy s? 

Mr. HALE. Does the gentleman propose to have a vote ta 
two o'clock 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, or soon thereafter. Does the gentlemar 
want twenty minutes? 

Mr. HALE. Ido not want that much. 

Mr. BANKS. Let me have a few minutes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 1 will yield fifteen minutes to the gentler 
from Maine, [ Mr. HALE. ] 

Mr. HALE. The House probably does not want to listen to any 
more talk about this matter, and if the time had cleariy arrived fo, 


taking the vote it would be satisfactory to me to have it taken w 
out any more discussion. 


I] have my own way of looking at this case, and I will present now 
J : os I 


{ 


to the House what seems to me to be a solution of the questions 
volved. If any gentleman will take the trouble to look at page 14 
of the report of the Committee of Elections he will see there that 


the whole story is told. 

This is a close case, involving the application of well-known pri 
ciples of law to individual votes, and those votes not many in nan 
ber. It is important to determine how those principles shal! be ap 
plied to the individual cases, because the votes were so nearly ever 
divided between the contestee and contestant that the decision of 
single case may affect the right to this seat. 

Gentlemen will see upon reference to page 14 of the majority report 
that it is only claimed that Mr. Wigginton has 4 majority; that is 
that he has 19,097, and Governor Pacheco has 19,093 votes. Now it 
members will look at the bottom of that page they will see that ther 
are individual differences and statements of views by gentlemen com- 
posing the majority of the Committee of Elections which ex« 
from Mr. Wigginton’s vote and adds to Governor Pacheco’s vote more 
than enough to decide the case. 

The majority of the committee claim the seat for Mr. Wigginton 
by a majority of 4 votes. Now at the foot of the page Mr. CANbDLER 
Mr. SPRINGER, and Mr. Eis, of the majority of the committee, ind 
vidually, not jointly, exclude from Mr. Wigginton’s count the votes 
of Charles Gilbert, excluded by Mr. CANDLER; of Pratt and Methvin 
excluded by Mr. SPRINGER; and of Scott and Watterman, excluded 
by Mr. Etuis. Therefore there is at least the force of the opinion of one 
member of the committee in each of these cases to the eflect that 
those votes belong to Governor Pacheco. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman does not desire to mislead, I know. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly not. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Pratt voted the other way and is not estimate: 
by the rest of the committee at all. It was agreed by all the com 
mittee except myself that his vote should stand. 

Mr. HALE. Is it Pratt or Perret? 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is Pratt. 

Mr. HALE. I will say that, in going over this testimony and 
marking the points I desired to notice 1 supposed that the Pratt he 
referred to was really Perret. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is not. 

Mr. HALE. If it is not then that makes only one difference and 
leaves 4 votes that are to be taken from Mr. Wigginton and added to 
Governor Pacheco, which will reduce the vote of Wigginton ti 
19,097 to 19,093 and make the vote of Pacheco 19,097 instead of 19,195, 
leaving him a majority of 4 votes. ; 

Now, whatever force there is to be attached to the admissions and 
conclusions of these gentlemen of the majority of the committee In 
these cases, they are admissions to be applied one at a time to the 
different cases, and Governor Pacheco should have the benetit of 
them. That shows the inherent weakness of the case of Mr. Wiggin- 
ton, who is seeking to deprive of his seat the man who has the cer- 
tificate of the governor. Undoubtedly upon Mr. Wigginton Is the 
burden of establishing all the points necessaty to maintain his case. 
He rans across the fair minds of members of the Committee of Ilec- 
tions of his own party, who upon their own responsibility declare 
that certain votes which the report of the majorivy claims for hin, 
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nd wi are necessary to elect him, should not be counted for him, | in good time. 


ihe placed upon Governor Pacheco’slist. That conclusion is 
sioned by these gentlemen on the majority side of the committee, 
n fair investigation, and it elects Governor Pacheco. It is not 
she eonelusion of any one man; I am bound to be candid in the pre- 
notation of this case; but the conclusions of them all carry votes 
wongh to determine the result. The conclusions of three separate 
mbers of the committee upon some of the votes, if you give force 
any one, giving force to them all, carries from Wigginton’s list, as 
claimed by the majority, 4 votes, and adds to the aggregate count 
fi Governor Pacheco those 4 votes, and that will just reverse the | 
vpanits arrived at by the majority of the committee. 

“Mr. SPRINGER. Oh, no; I beg the gentleman to allow me to cor- 


h 
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ect him 
"Mr. HALE. I have only a little time, and as the gentleman will 
éollow me he ean correct me then. 
"Mr. SPRINGER. They are not taken off one and added to the 
other, but simply thrown out. 

Mr. HALE. In some cases they are added. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Oh, no. 

Mr. HALE. I have looked over the testimony in reference to these | 
several votes with some care, and trying to look at it judicially, giv- 

- to the other side the doubtful cases, I still reach the result of the 

ection of Governor Pacheco. By the returns hé has 19,104 votes 
uimitted; he gets 1 admitted in La Graciosa precinct, making 19,105. | 
His representatives, the minority of the committee, concede 8 frand- 

ent votes, which have been admitted, to be deducted. This leaves 
him 10,097. Then I come to the cases of Watterman, Gilbert, Atkinson, 
1 I have read the evidence carefully in regard to those cases; 
nd while in some of them the votes might be claimed for Governor 
Pacheco, yet, in order to be wholly fair, excluding them from his vote, 
we have left 19,093. I turn then to the votes which were thrown for 
Mr. Wigginton. He loses 1 in La Graciosa precinct, which leaves him | 
1.102. Five are admitted by the majority as fraudulent votes, leav- 
» him 19,097. Now, of those which the minority claim should be 
further deducted I have deducted the vote of Clark, who put in a 
marked ballot, stating as the reason that “old Jim might know that 
he had not voted against his wishes.” I do not conceive there could 
be any doubt that here was a case of a distinguishing mark put upon 
a ballot to give intelligence as to the character of a vote, and that this 
was contrary to the law of California. I also exclude O’Mara, who 
personated another man, he being sixty years of age and personating 
a man of thirty-four. The fact of such personation is undisputed. I 
exclude the vote of Perret, who was an unnaturalized citizen, who had 
not alegal certificate of naturalization. I exclude Peterson, who ob- 
tained a frandulent certificate by swearing falsely and by introducing 
a witness who swore falsely. I read from the evidence on this point: 


nd Scott. 


Question. Did the clerk swear Hanna as a witness for you? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 


Q. What did the judge ask Hanna? 

. . . * 7 * 
A. He asked Hanna if he knew ine in California under age. 
Q. What was Hanna's answer? 

. . . o . 7 o 
A. Tle said he knew me in California in 1858, 
Q. When did you first ever see Hanna? 
A. Saw him first in San Francisco in 1870 or 1871. 


It i sconfessed that the naturalization paper which he bore was 
based upon fraud and upon nothing else. If it is claimed here that 
the paper of a court issued upon an ex parte examination giving the 
right of citizenship to a man not entitled to it cannot in a contested- 
election case be showr to be a merely fraudulent paper and of no 
ae avail, it is more than I have ever heard claimed before on 
this floor. 

I also exclude Methvin, who lived in Arizona, who had moved there 
two years before and had noright to vote. In this position I am sus- 
tained (and I think it will have some force with the House) by the 
admission of the gentleman from Llinois [Mr. SprinGER] himself, 
who in his conclusion declares that the vote of Methvin should not 
be adinitted. 

_ By these exclusions I reduce Mr. Wigginton’s vote to 19,092, which 
is lower than Mr. Pacheco’s vote. Now, excluding all these four votes 
which it is claimed upon the other side should be excluded from Mr. 
Pacheco’s vote, the votes of Watterman, Gilbert, Atkinson, and Scott. 
(I do not admit that they should all be excluded, but I am excluding 
everything which may leave a doubt on my mind,) then the House, 
in order to unseat Mr. Pacheco must admit the vote of Clark who 
contrary to the law of California deliberately put in a vote with a 
mark upon it, which was clearly illegal; or the vote of O’Mara, who 
personated another man; or the vote of Perret who was unnaturalized ; 


or of Peterson who based his naturalization upon an admitted fraud; | 


orof Methvin who my friend from Illinois says should not be counted 
for Mr. Wigginton. One or more of these votes must be admitted 
by the House in order to exclude Mr. Pacheco, who holds the cer- 
Uleate of his governor, whose case has passed through the courts of 
( alifornia, and who stands here to-day as an admitted member with 
4 good title to the seat until somebody else proves a better. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS} 
desires to occupy the floor for five minutes. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, this case is interesting to the House be- 
©ause It Involves some considerations which may come home to us all 
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USE. 


The elections in country towns and small cities in dif- 
ferent parts of the country are so loosely conducted that if you sub- 
ject the proceedings at such elections to a critical examination, hold 
ing them, as the gentleman from Louisiana said yesterday, to the 
actual proof of an exact correspondence with the law, almost every 
member of the House will be ruled out of his seat. 


1oO! 


It is impossible 


| to judge of elections in that way if we are to approach anything like 


justice. We must allow something for the intention, the good faith 
of men, holding them merely to that line of conduct which good 
faith and justice require. 


In this case, taking the report of t! 


he majority of the committee 


| alone, which is all I have seen upon the subject, Mr. Pacheco should 


be allowed to retain his seat in this House: first, because the state- 
ments presented by the committee show that there is nothing clearly 
against him inthe narrow margin which is left and, secondly, because 
that tribunal which is most competent to consider and decide upon 
questions of fact in this case, the court of the State of California, has 
decided this case. That court, having the evidence before it, sitting 
in the midst of the people concerned, and where the law on the sub- 
ject was familiarly known, the judges themselves, as I understand, 
belonging to a different political organization from that to which Mr. 
Pacheco is attached, decided that he was elected. Now, how is it 
possible for this House upon the merest hearsay evidence, the merest 
presumptions both of law and fact, to deny the right of Mr. Pacheco 
to the seat which he occupies, when the supreme court of the State of 
California, upon a full examination made under the most favorable 
circumstances for ascertaining the truth, has decided that he is enti- 
tled to the seat ? 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Does the gentleman mean to convey the idea 
that the court in California acted on the full case ? 

Mr. BANKS. I have only tive minutes and I wish to state my own 
opinion ; and in my judgment, looking to the manner in which elec- 
tions are conducted in New England, in the Middle States, in the 
West, and in the South, upon the principles which the majority of 
the committee claim should control the House in the decision of this 
matter, Mr. Pacheco should be allowed to retain the seat which he 
now holds. The whole question has been decided by the court under 
circumstances best adapted to get at the truth and the court has 
sustained the right of the sitting member. 

Let me look for a moment at some of the votes in reference to 
which the majority of the committee report. Here is the case of 
Atkinson. He owned a ranch outside of the place where he claimed 
to live. He slept in another place. He claimed the place where ho 
sometimes slept as his residence, That is what the majority of the 
committee state, that he claimed that as his residence. He had the 
right to do it. When I was in South Carolina a year ago I was as- 
tonished to find that the people who lived in the cities nearly all 
owned or worked upon plantations outside of the cities. It was so 
in Charleston and Columbia and wherever I went. I found colored 
men living in Charleston working on plantations outside of the city 
in different precincts or parishes. The owners of plantations in dif- 
ferent parishes lived in the cities. They had the right to carry on 
plantations in one neighborhood and to live in another voting pre- 
cinct or parish. 

That is the condition of things which the case of Atkinson presents. 
He owned aranch in one precinct and claimed his residence in another 
where he occasionally slept, and he had the right todo it. His inten- 
tion and the fact of his living at a certain place are what control 
under the law of California. I do not therefore see how this House 
can decide that this man did not have a residence in Mayfield, as he 
claimed, and where he voted, for be had the right to vote there. He 
slept there; he was a single man; all his interests, all his inclina- 
tions were there. His business for some months previous led him to 
another place, but because that was so this House cannot rule him 
out from his residence at Mayfield where he voted. He was only 
absent temporarily from Maytield on business. It is precisely the 

ease in South Carolina and in my own country. 

I wish now to say a word about the vote of Gilbert. There is noth- 
ing to show that Gilbert voted for Pacheco. Frederick Reetzke tes- 
tified that he believed Gilbert voted for Pacheco, but that he knew 
nothing about it. He says that Gilbert asked him for a ticket and 
that he took one, folded it up, and put itin. Hesays that he showed 
him the republican ticket with Pacheco’s name on it; that he took 
it, folded it up, and to his belief voted it. Can this House assume 
that Gilbert voted for Pacheco on such testimony? Let us see what 
the committee say: 





In the absence of the voter’s own evidence, it would be difficult to prove more 
certainly than is done in this case for whom a person voted. A person cannot be 
compelled to state for whom he voted ; and the Supreme Court of the United States 
has expressly decided that where a witness cannot be compelled to answer he need 
not be called. (6 Peters’s Reports 367.) Bat Mr. Pacheco might have called 
the voter, and if he had not claimed his privilege he could have made it clear for 
whom he didvote. Mr. Pacheco not having done so, nor haying shown his inability 
to procure his deposition, we may infer that Gilbert, if produced, would have cor- 
roborated the witness whose deposition is in the record. Gilbert did not reside in 
the precinct where he voted, and his vote must be rejected. 


Of course it is well understood that the ballot is a sacred institu- 
tion, and that no man can be required to tell how he voted, and that 
no man can be required to produce a witness unless the law compels 
the witness toanswer. I have often takena ticket from the distrib- 
utor of tickets and folded it up and gone away, but when | came to 
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and when the vote was taken 

ear majority in favor of counting that vote for 
Mr. CANDLI R voted in the negative with the minority. 
another member of the committee, the gentleman from 
Hie adds to the report of the majority as ‘follows: 


CANDLER 


Gilbert was discussed, 


on of the 
uiterman. In these « 
counted for Pacheco 


gh the conclus majority 


ascs | 


except with regard to the cases of 
am of opinion that the votes were legal 


E. JNO 


to have been connted for Mr. Pacheco. But notwith- 
vling the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. ELLIS] so voted in the 
umittee against counting them, a majority was in favor of 
them Mr. Wigginton. Therefore, every single vote which 
the committee reported as having been given to Mr. Wigginton was 
given to him by a majority of the committee. Some 
were placed in a minority upon the committee desired to make these 
explanations as to individual votes to show how they stood. But in 
there was a majority of the committee composed of all 
rats or of democrats and 
Wigvinton by 4 majority. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of \ irginia. Very well, 

Mr. HALE Does the gentleman say that in the case of 
the uittee’s conclusion was to reject him, and that Mr. 
disagreed, and hel 
yinton’s vote? 

Mr. SPRINGER. 

Mr. 


ELLIS. 


Phey ought 


every Case 


demo republicans in 


Methvin 


com 


{that he ought not to be deducted from Mr. Wig- 


It was just the other way. 
HARRIS, of Virginia. As to that vote lam not prepared tosay. 


There were 2 votes on which it was supposed the whole election would | 


turn. I had heard the election would turn on 2 votes when it came 
here. I was not prepared to take those from Mr. Pacheco and give 
them to Mr. Wigginton because Mr. Pacheco had the certiticate of the 
judges, and I would attach to their record the same solemnity that I 
attach to the record of the court in the case of naturalization that it 
could not be assailed by collateral evidence. I counted those votes 
for Mr. Pacheco. But besides these there was still a majority of 4 
for Mr. Wigginton. 

Mr. HALE. As the gentleman has undertaken to correct me I de- 
sire to have this question of fact properly understood. 1 understood 
the gentleman to say that I was wrong in reckoning Methvin’s vote 
us one, in regard to which the gentleman from Illinois had dissented 
from the majority of the committee in favor of Mr, Pacheco. I under- 
stood from my reading of the majority report that the majority did 
not deduct Methvin’s vote from Mr. Wigginton, and that the gentle- 
man from Illinois | Mr. SPRINGER] did deduct it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. hat is correct. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 1 unde rstood that the gentleman from 
Maine, by his analysis of these addenda to the report, wanted to make 
the impression on the House that Mr. Wigginton did not have a 
majority of the committee. Now, 
majority of the committee in every single case ; and these dissenting 
members voted “no” in the committee as they would vote “no” in 
the House. 
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called at two o’clock to-day. 
regular order. 


Mr. SPRINGER. 


It is now afterthat hour. [¢, 
There was no order of the Honse that +), 
taken at two o'clock to-day. I intimated, how: 

two o'clock I would move the previous question. I now ma 
The previous question was seconded and the main quest 
Mr. SP i INGER. I believe that fifteen minutes of pn Ly ti 


or 


| I will not occupy the whole of that time. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I should like a few minutes. 
Mr. SPRINGER. As I desire to be perfectly fair with all s 
the gentleman from Ohio five minutes. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Was it not understood t] 
was to be taken at two o'clock? 

The SPEAKER. The understanding was that the | 
tion would be ordered at two o'clock. The gentleman from I 
[Mr. SprinGer] now takes his fifteen minutes of a former 

Mr. SPRINGER. I occupied forty-five minutes in the one: 
argument and I understood from a former ruling - the pres 
occupant of the chair that where a member submitting « 
fron: a committee occ upie s in his opening argument any iat 
an hour, that portion of the hour should i deducted from thy 
to whic h he would be entitled in the closing hour after thy 
question has been ordered. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. 
standing 


lat the 


pre 


I understood it was the distinet 
that the vote should be taken at two o'clock. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I understand that I have fifteen m 
yield five minutes of that time to the gentleman from Ohio 
GARFIELD. } 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, jy 
formed the House that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 25 
remit taxes on insolvent savings-banks; in which the concurrence , 
the House was requested. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed the f 
ing resolution; in which the concurrence of the House v 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring.) That 1 
copies of the report of the board of health of the District of Columbia for t 
1877 be printed for use and distribution by said board. 


Vas red l 


CUNTESTED ELECTION—WIGGINTON VS. 


Mr. GARFIELD. At the point where I left off consideration of 
case last night the whole question turned on whether four nx 
’acheco vote and whether any 


PACHECO., 


In regard to those four men the discussion has been quit 
have carefully noted every point in the testimony pelating gt 
one of those four men. And the first point is this: About 
single one of these four men is there any adequate proof whatey 
how they voted. And that is fatal to any proposition to subtract 
their vote from Mr. Pacheco. If they are to be thrown out they must 
be thrown out half and half, or else it is a case of confusion wher 
you cannot throw them out, and if there were nothing else in that 
case they must not be thrown out. But all the four are eo vi 
because they were alleged not to be legal voters of the 
Every one of the four was borne on the general register as ~ntith | 
to vote, and is so admitted by the adverse witnesses. Every one, or 
three at least, of the four were challenged and their right to vote 
tested by the judges and their vote admitted after a full statement 
of the case; and the grounds upon which it was proposed to reject 
them are of the most vague and uncertain kind. If I had time to go 
into them I think it absolutely demonstrable that the judges of « 
tion were right in refusing to reject these votes when they were chal 
lenged. So “much for the» 4 votes that a part of the majority of the 

committee wanted to take from Mr. Pacheco. 

Now, in regard to the other 6 contested votes, I have looked | 
the matter and I find that 3 of the 6, which the committce refused to 
substract from the vote of Wigginton, were persons who it is ackn 
In regard to one of them it is ackn 
edged by all that his naturalization papers were fraudulent aud false. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Not acknowledged by all. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I say that it is acknowledged by both sides of 


| the committee. 


Mr.SPRINGER. Oh,no; 
tion paper mentioned. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I have not stated that there was more tha! on : 
but I say that there was one, and that the only reason assigned b) 
the committee why they did not strike off that vote from Mr. Wig- 
It is claimed that to strike it out 
would be to impeach collaterally the judgment of the court of C 
fornia. Now, weare not bound by the judgment of the courts oi any 
State. If we were, there could be no contest in this case, for the 
supreme court of California has decided it. When a court ol 


there was but one fraudulent naturaliza- 


| has issued naturalization papers this House has the right to 1 
I wanted to explain that be had a 


whether those papers are fraudulent or not, and now gent! 
that we are estopped from refusing to count that fraudul nt 
because it would be collaterally ove ruling the decisions of t! 
In my judgment, as a matter of law, that ground is utterly un 
In the four cases to which I have referred, the in 
fused to strike out the votes of men who voted upon traudiiecn 





1878. 


aners pon merely technical grounds. 


. ease ought to stand as it stands in the House to-day. 


ululent voting. It seems to me that it is a great credit to that 
st te ind to that district. 
Tere the hammer fell.] 
Mr. SPRINGER. 
~ i 


» me their attention. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gar- 


»] has just stated that if we seat the contestant in this case we | 
I do not | 


wverride the judgments of the courts of California. 
rstand that there is a judgment of a court in California now 
wne before the House, in reference to this election, unless it be 
-indement of the twelfth district court which granted natural- 
son D ipers to one John Peterson. That is the only case that in- 
ves a revieW by the House of the decisions of the courts of that 


ste, and in that case it is insisted by gentlemen on the other side | 
it this House should constitute itself into a court of appeals and | 


erse the judgment of the twelfth district court of California 


eh granted the naturalization papers in this case. The jadgment | 


of the supreme court in the mandamus case is not now in issue, as the 
whole committee, with the exception of myself, have reported in 
favor of sustaining that decision. 

In reference to the naturalization of John Peterson the facts are 
these: Two persons appeared before a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion and gave evidence as to the right of John Peterson to be natu- 

voi. According to the evidence given the court was bound to 
rant him naturalization papers, and did so grant them. The evi- 
e was sufficient, and the papers were issued by a court of compo- 

nt inrisdiction, and the iSsuance of the papers was regular in every 
respect. The person who received those papers went before the com- 

«sioner taking testimony in this case and swore that when he (John 
Peterson) was in California in 1857 he was here only for a temporary 
pur If that fact had been known to the court at the time the 
court would not have granted the naturalization papers; but, upon 
the evidenee before the court, the court in good faith granted him 


rpose. 


his papers, and those papers cannot be attacked in a collateral pro- | 


ceeding 


| desire now to thank the distinguished gentleman from New York 
Mr. Hiscock] for the fairness with which he has reviewed the evi- 
dence in this case. He has stated that as to four persons alleged to 
he non-residents and who voted for the contestee and as to four per- 
sons alleged to be non-residents who voted for the contestant the 
evidence is about the same, and therefore if the committee counted 
them all it would make no difference. I thank the gentleman, also, 
for conceding the fact that the committee applied the same rule of 
evidence to republican voters as to democrats, for on yesterday it 
was intimated by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NEAL] that we were 
unfair; but now the statement comes from a republican member of 
the committee that we have treated the voters alike. As to those 
four voters on each side we may let them stand one way or the other, 
as contended by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. H1scock,] and 
it makes no difference: the four on one side will set off the four on 
the other. 

I come now to the question whether the votes of Clark and Peter- 
son should be thrown out; and in order to retain the sitting member 
in his seat you must throw ont both these votes. It is admitted by 
every one that Clark was a legal voter. No one on the committee 
denies that Clark was a legal voter and that he voted for the contest- 
ant; bat the question that arises is whether he did not invalidate his 
vote by writing his name at the bottom of his ticket. The law of 
California is that if there appears upon a ballot any mark or device 
which indicates or gives knowledge of the person who voted that bal- 
lot then it must be rejected. Will any gentleman upon this floor say 
that the mere fact of a name being written at the bottom of a ticket 
imparts knowledge of the person who voted that ticket? The fact 
imparts no such knowledge. The law of California was made to pro- 
tect the voter in his right to a secret ballot, and it cannot be invoked 
he Te for the purpose of disfranchising him upon such a flimsy pretext 
as this, 

In regard to the six voters who come within the direct letter of the 
law, having upon their ballots their own names written and the words 
“Challenged; challenge disallowed,” and the names of the judges 
Written upon them, by the strict letter of the law those tickets were 
illegal and should have been thrown out. 

Mr. WAIT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have very little time left. 

Mr. WAIT. Only a question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Very well. 

Mr. WAIT. Was not the evidence clear and distinct before the 
committee that Clark declared that he put his name at the bottom 


of that ballot for the very purpose of letting old Jim McCoy know 
how he voted ? 


Mr. SPRINGER. 
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I have no doubt, therefore, | 


+ to say, in conclusion, that it seems to me very remarkable | 
4 vote of 38,200 there were so very few cases of irregularity | 


I have but five minutes allowed me for the pur- | 
yf closing this argument, and I ask the gentlemen of the House | 





| Bliss, 





That is so; But I say that the law requires that | 


the ballot itself must impart the knowledge, not the voter afterward; | 


for any Voter, if he desires, has the right to say for whom he voted. 
Mr. WAIT. And did not McCoy go further, and say that he knew 


the handwriting of Clark, aud that when he saw the ballot with his | 


| 


835 


itthere; and that knowledge 


name on it he knew that Clark had put 
he had outside of the declaration ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is entirely immaterial. By that rule you 
might identify every scratched ballot in a box by showing that it had 
upon it the handwriting of the voter, and so throw it out. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. If my name was on a promissory note, 
would you say that I was an indorser or drawer of that note ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes; but if your name were written on a ticket 
voted in your voting-precinct 1 would not say that it proved that 
you voted that ticket yourself, 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SPRINGER. One word more, Mr. Speaker. If you will allow 
the two votes of Clark and Peterson to stand, they elect the contest- 
ant in this case by two majority. [Cries of “ Regular order!” ] 
tlemen need not be in such a hurry for a vote. lcert 
very liberal in allowing time to the other side. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. The 
main question has been ordered, and the first question will be upon 
the amendments proposed by the minority of the committee to the 
resolutions reported by the majority. The Clerk will read the reso- 
lutions as proposed to be amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Gen- 
iinly have been 


Resolved, That Peter D. Wigginton is not entitled to a seat in this House as a 
Representative in the Forty-lifth Congress from the fourth congressional district 
of California 

Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is entitled to a seat in this House as a Repre 
sentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of Cal- 
liornia. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Is there not another amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. There is another in the nature of a substitute 
moved by the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. LHoNarD, }] which will 
next be voted on. The Chair must request that order be preserved 
during the call of the roll. The Chair thinks that should be done, 
especially when the House is called upon by its vote to determine the 
right of a person to a seat here. And the Chair will further state 
that he makes this request at the earnest solicitation of the Clerk. 

Mr. PAGE. I call for the yeas and nays on the amendment of the 
minority. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 125, nays 137, not 
voting 29; as follows: 

YEAS—126. 
Ittner 
James 


Aldrich, 
sacon, 
Jagley, 

Baker, John TH. 

Baker, William H. 

Ballou, 

Bayne, 

Bisbee, 

Blair, 

Boyd, 

Brentano, 

Briggs, 

Brogden, 

browne, 

Bundy, 
Surchard, 

Lutler, 

Cain, 

Calkina, 

Camp, 

Campbell, 

Cannon, 

Caswell, 

Chittenden, 

Claflin, 

Clark, Rush 

Cole, 

Conger, 

Cox, Jacob D. 

Crapo, 

Cummings, 

Danford, 


Darrall, 
Davis, Horace 
Deering 
Denison, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
Eames 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 

Evans, I. Newton 
Evans, James L. 
Field, 

Fort, 

Foster, 
Freeman, 
Frye, 
Gardner, 
Garfield, 
Hale, 

Hanna, 
Hiarmer, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Haskell, 
slayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
llenderson, 
Hiscock, 
Hubbell, 
Ilunter, 
Ilumphrey, 
Hungerford, 


Pugh, 

Rainey 

Randolph, 

Reed 

Rice, William W 
Robinson, George D. 
Robinson, Milton 5S. 
Sampson, 

Sexton 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 
Smalls 

Smith, A. Herr 
Stewart, 

Stone, John W 
Stone, Joseph C. 
thompson, 
Tipton 

‘Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M. L 
Van Vorhes, 
Wait, 

Ward, 

Watson, 

Welch 

White, Michael D. 
Williams, C. G 
Williams, Richard 
Willits, 

Wren. 


John S. 
Jorgensen, 
Jovee 
Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Killinger, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Marsh 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe, 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 
Neal 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
O'Neill 
Overton, 
Page, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Peddie, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 

Pound 

Powers, 

Price, 
NAYS—137. 
Ganae, 
Gibson, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 
Goode, 
Crunter, 
Hamilton 
Hardenbergh 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Hart, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 
Iienkle, 
Ilewitt, Abram S. 
iewitt, G. W. 
Herbert, 
Hooker, 
House, 
Hunton 


Jones 


Aiken, 
Atkins, 
Beebe, 
Bell, 
Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 
Bland, 


Collins, Knott, 
Landers, 
Ligon, 
Luttrell, 
Lynde, 
Maish 
Manning, 
Martin, 

Mc Kenzie, 
Mec Mahon, 
Mills, 
Money, 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Patterson, T 
Pridemore, 
Rea, 


lovert, 

ox, Samuel S. 
ravens, 
srittenden, 
‘ulberson, 
sutler, 
Davidson 

Davis, Joseph J. 
librell, 
Dic key, 
Douglas, 
Durham, 
Eden 
Kickhoff, 
Elam, 
Evins, John IT. 
Ewing, 
Felton, 
Finley, Frank Reagan, 
Forney, James T Reill 
Franklin, tenna I 
Fuller, 
Garth, 


Blount, 
Boone, 
Louck, 
Bragg, 
Bridges, 
Bright, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, John W. 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Candler, 

Carlisle, 

Chalmers, 

Clarke of Kentucky, 
Clark of Missouri 
Clymer, 

Cobb, 


Americus V. 


»bins, 
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Turney, Williams, Jere N. 
Vance, Willis, Albert S 
Veeder, Willis, Benjamin A 
Waddell, Wilson, 
phens, Walker, Wood 

Swann Walsh Wright, 

Throckmorton Warner Yeates, 

Townshend, R. W. Whitthorne 

Tucker, Williams, A. S 

Turner, Williams, James 


NOT VOTING—2). 


} 


eco, Strait, 

ps, Thornburgh, 
tter, White, Harry 
linn, Williams, Andrew 
yan, Young. 

»y) 

ith, William E. 

tarin, 


J Hatcher, 
I r lienry, 
Benedict, Kelley 
[bre Ketcham, 
I Leonard 
Clark, Alvah J Lockwood, 
I Mackey, 


Harris, Henry R Mayham, 


RPL 


So the amendments of the minority of the committee were not 
agreed to, ‘ 

During the roll-eall the following announcements were made: 

Mr. BANKS. Iam paired with the geutleman from Connecticut, 
Mr. Puecrs, 


Mr. MACKEY. I am paired with my colleague, Judge KELLEY, 


who is confined to his room by sickness. If he were present, he | 


would vote “ay” and I should vote “no.” 

Mr. BELL. My colleague, Mr. Harris, of Georgia, is absent from 
the House on leave on account of serious illness in his family. If 
present, he would vote “ no.” 

Mr. HATCHER. Iam paired with the gentleman from New York, 


Mr. WILLIAMS. If he were here, he would vote “ay” and I should | 


vote “ no. 

Mr. HART. My colleague, Mr. BENEDICT, is paired with the gen- 
tleman from Iowa, Mr. BurRpICcK. 

Mr.COVERT. On this question my colleague, Mr. QUINN, is paired 
with my colleague, Mr. KetcHaM. Were Mr. QUINN here, he would 
vote “no” and Mr. KetcnaM, if present, would vote “ ay.” 

Mr. MAYHAM. On this question I am paired with my colleague, 


Mr. Srarin. If he were here, he would vote “ay” and I should | 


vote * no.” 

Mr. THORNBURGH. Iam paired on this question with my col- 
league upon the committee, Mr. ELits. If he were present, he would 
vote in the negative and I should vote in the affirmative. 


Mr. RYAN. On this question Iam paired with Mr. YounG, of Ten- | 
nessee, If he were present, he would vote “no” and I should vote | one 
Mr. SAPP. On this question I am paired with Mr. Smiru, of Geor- | 
via. If he were here, he would vote ‘‘no” and I should vote “ ay.” | 
Mr. BREWER. Iam paired on this question with the gentleman | 
from Maryland, Mr. Ilenry. Were he present, I presume he would 


vote “no;” IT should vote “ ay.” 


Mr. BURDICK. On all political questions Iam paired with the | 
gentleman from New York, Mr. BENEDICT. Were he present, I should | 


vote in the aflirmative. 
Mr. STRAIT. On this question Iam paired with Mr. CLark, of 


New Jersey. If he were here, he would, I presume, vote “no;” | 
should vote “ ay,” ° 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Iam not paired with any one on 


this question. I am paired, however, with General BANNING on all | 


political questions? I did not regard this as a political question; but, 
inasmuch as others it seems so regard it, I withdraw my vote. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the proposition of 
the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. LEONARD,] offered as a sub- 


stitute for the resolution of the committee. This substitute will be 


read, 
Che Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That neither Romualdo Pacheco nor Peter D. Wigginton is entitled to 


a seat in this Llouse from the fourth congressional district of California. 


The question being taken, the substitute was declared not agreed to. 

Mr. BUNDY called for the yeas and nays. 

On ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 13, not a sufficient 
number. 

Mr. LEONARD called for tellers on ordering the yeas and nays. 

rellers were not ordered, 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered and the substitute was not 
agreed to. 

rhe SPEAKER. The question now recurs on the resolution re- 
ported by the majority of the Committee. of Elections, which will 
be read 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That Romualdo Pacheco is not entitled to a seat in this House asa 


Representative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district 
of California 


Resolved, That Peter D. Wigginton is entitled to a seat in this House as a Rep- 


resentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the fourth congressional district of 
California, 


Mr. HENDERSON and others called for the yeas and nays. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 136, nays 19;, , 


voting 31; as follows: 


Aiken, 
tkins, 


t 


Bouck, 
tragg, 
iridges, 
right, 


I 

] 

( 
Caldwell, John W. 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Candler, 

Carlisle, 
Chalmers, 

Clarke of Kentacky, 
Clark of Missouri, 
Clymer, 

Cobb, 

Collins, 

Cook, 

Covert, 

Cox, Samnel 8 
Cravens, 
Crittenden, 
Culberson, 

Cutler, 

Davidson, 


Bacon, 

Bagley, 

Baker, John TI. 
Raker, William H. 


| Ballou, 


Bayne, 
Bisbee, 
Blair, 
tovd 
Brentano, 
Briggs, 
Brogden, 
Browne, 
Bundy, 
Burchard, 


Cain, 
‘alkina, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Caswell, 
Chittenden, 
Claflin, 
Clark, Rush 
Cole, 
Conger, 
Cox, Jacob D. 
Crapo, 
Cummings, 
Danford, 
Darrall, 


| Aldrich, 


Banks, 
Banning, 


| Benedict, 


Brewer, 
Burdick, 

Clark, Alvah A. 
Ellis, 


February 7 


YEAS—136. 


Davis, Joseph J. 
Dibrell, 
lickey, 
Douglas, 
Durham, 

Eden 

Kickhoff, 
Elam, 

Evins, John H. 
Ewing, 

Felton, 

Finley, 
Forney, 
Franklin, 
Fuller, 

Garth, 

Gause, 

Gibson, 
Giddings, 
Glover, 

Goode, 
Crunter, 
Hamilton, 
Hardenbergh, 
Ilarris, John T. 
Harrison, 
llart, 
Hartridge, 
Hartzell, 

Hk nkle, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hooker, 


Tlouse, 
Hunton 
Jones, Frank 


‘, 


t 


Jones, James Taylor 


Kenna, 
Kimmel, 
Knapp, 
Knott, 
Landers, 
igon, 
Lockwood, 
Luttrell, 
Lynde, 
{aish, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
McKenzie, 
Mc Mahon, 
Mills, 
Money, 
Morgan, 
Morrison, 
Muldrow, 
Muller, 
Patterson, T. ML 
Pridemore, 
Rea, 
Reagan, 
Reilly, 
Rice, Americus V. 
Riddle, 
Robbins, 
Roberts, 
Robertsog, 


NAYS—125. 


Davis, Horace 
Deering, 
Denison, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
Eames, 
Ellsworth, 
Errett, 
Evans, I. Newton 
Evans, James L. 
Vield, 

Fort, 

Foster, 
Freeman, 
Frye, 
Gardner, 
Garfield, 
Hale, 

Hanna, 
Harmer, 
liarris, Benj. W. 
Haskell, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
llenderson, 
Hiscock, 
Hubbell, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
Hlunter, 
Ittner, 


James, 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Keifer, 
Keightley, 
Killinger, 
Lapham, 
Lathrop, 
Leonari, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Marsh, 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe, 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 
Neal, 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
O'Neill, 
Overton, 
Page, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Peddie, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Potter, 
Pound, 
Price, 
Pugh, 


NOT VOTING—31. 


Harris, Henry R. 
Hatcher, 

Henry, 

Jones, John S. 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Mackey, 
Mayham, 


Morse, 

Pacheco, 

Phelps, 

Powers, 

Quinn, 

Kyan, 

Sapp, 

Smith, William E. 


Wood 
Wright, 
Yeates, 


Rainey, 

Randolpt 
Reed,’ 

Rice, William W 
Robinson, George D 
Robinson, Milton 8, 
Hampson, 

Sexton, 
Shallenberger 
Sinnickson 
Smalls, 

Smith, A. Terr 
Stewart 

Stone, John W 
Stone, Jose ph ¢ 
Thompson, 
Tipton 
‘Townsend, Amos 
Townsend, M 
Van Vorhes, 
Wait, 

Ward, 

Watson, 

Welch, 

White, Michael D 
Williams, C. G 
Williams, liichard 
Willits, 

Wren. 


Starin, 

Strait, 
Thoruburgh, 
Turney 

White, Harry 
Williams, Andrew 
Young. 


So the resolution reported by the majority of the Committee of 


Elections was adopted. 


- 


During the roll-call the following announcements were made : 
I am paired with the gentleman from Illinois, 


Mr. TURNEY. 


funeral of a friend. 


Mr. HATCHER. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 
vote “ ay.” 
Mr. MACKEY. 


| Mr. ALDricu, who left the House a few moments ago to attend the 


I am paired with the gentleman from New York, 


If he were here, he would vote “no;” I should 


I desire to announce, as I did on the former vote, 
that I am paired with my colleague, Judge KELLEY. 

Mr. BELL. My colleague, Mr. Harris, who is absent, on account 
of illness in his family, by leave of the House, would, if present, vote 
in the affirmative. 





Mr. COVERT. My colleagne, Mr. QUINN, is paired with my other 
colleague, Mr. KrTCHAM. f Mr. QUINN were here, he would yote 
in the affirmative and Mr. KercHamM would vote in the negative. 

Mr. MAYHAM. I desire to announce that I am paired with my 
colleague, Mr. STARIN, who, if present, would vote in the negative 
while [ would vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. THORNBURGH. I am paired with Mr. Ev.ts, of Louisiana, 
who would vote in the affirmative, if preseyt, while I would vote 12 
the negative. 














Mr.SAPP. On this question Iam paired with Mr. Smiru, of Georgia. | 


If present, he would vote in the affirmative while I would vote in the } 
ar* | 


negat 


was called home by reason of the death of a friend; and I have con- | 
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citizens of Venice, Michigan, against reducing the duty on wool—to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. CABELL: Papers relating to the claim of 8. W. Price—to 


i. BREWER. I am paired with Mr. HENry, of Maryland, who | the Committee of Claims. 


By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of citizens of Altoona, Penn- 


eepted to pair with him on all political questions. Ifhe were present, | sylvania, against reducing duties which protect labor, and against 
je would vote in the aflirmative and I would vote in the negative. the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee 


Mr. BURDICK. Tam paired on this question with Mr. Benepicr. | of Ways and Means. 


Mr. SYRAIT. I am paired with Mr. CLark, of New Jersey, who 

would vote in the affirmative, if present, while I would vote in the 
egative. 

. i, HART. I announce again that my colleague, Mr. BENEDICT 
js paired with Mr. BurDICK, of Iowa. 

~ Mr. MORSE. I am paired on this question with Mr. Powers, of 
Maine. If present, he would vote “no” and I would vote “ ay.” 
“Mr. RYAN. lam paired on this question with Mr. YounG, of Ten- 
pessee. If he were present, he would vote “ay” and I would vote 
“no. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I am paired on all political ques- 
tions with Mr. BANNING, of Ohio. This seems to be regarded on the 
other side as a political question, and therefore I withheld my vote. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

. The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I now move the oath of office be administered 
to Mr. Wigginton. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will come forward if present. 

Mr. WIGGINTON appeared in front of the Speaker’s desk, accom- 
panied by Mr. LUTTRELL, and was duly qualified by taking the oath 
prescribed by section 1756 of the Revised Statutes. 

TEMPORARY CLERKS, TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. DURHAM. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to move that the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. 
R. No. 2876) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to employ 
temporary clerks, and making appropriation for the same, and that 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should prefer to have that bill considered and 
passed at the present time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move the House adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 126, noes 81. 

Mr. DUNNELL demanded the yeas and nays. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 32, noes 171, not a sufli- 
cient number. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I demand tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BUTLER. I want it observed that it is not the republican side 
of the House that refuses to go on with the public business. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Tellers were not ordered ; and the yeas and nays were not ordered. | 

So the motion was agreed to; and accerdingly (at three o’clock | 
and forty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 








PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, | 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 
By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of Adams & Eldridge and 33 
other firms, dealers in and shippers of live stock, of Chicago, Illinois, 
against the passage of the bill limiting the transportation of live 
stock—to the Committee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. BLAIR: The petitions of C. L. Rose and 30 others, Thomas 
H. Rabe and 14 others, W. B. Negley and 15 others, 8S. P. Harbinson 
and 33 others, Jacob Stuckrath and 92 others, William E. Harrison 


and 66 others, William P.T. Jope and 45 others, J. Cain and 120 | 


others, John Fisher and 52 others, Charles Flocker and 64 others, 


J. N. Jordon and 15 others, H. G. Gebhart and 37 others, A. C. Shaffer | 


and 27 others, J. E. Andrews and 22 others, Jacob Stuckrath and 52 
others, Charles Flocker and 63 others, 8. P. Harbinson and 33 others, 
John Fisher and 52 others, J. Cain and 41 others, William P. T. Jope 
and 45 others, William E. Harrison and 66 others, W. B. Negley and 
10 others, in all 1,016 citizens of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, all 
for the appointment of a commission of inquiry into the alcoholic 
liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. BLAND: The petition of Henrietta Husmann, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
_Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route from 
Gainesville to Richville, Missouri—to the Committee on the Post- 


By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of citizens of Kenton County, 
Kentucky, for a reduction of the tax on tobacco—to the same com- 
mittee, 

By Mr. CONGER: The petitions of C. W. Squires and other citi- 
zens of Lockwood, Michigan, and of John Jones and 8&5 other citi- 
zens Of Sanilac County, Michigan, for the protection of wool-grow- 
ers—to the same committee. 

By Mr. COOK: The petition of citizens of Macon, Dooly, and other 
counties bordering on Flint River, Georgia, for an appropriation for 
the survey and improvement of said river—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route from 
Oglethorpe to Ellaville, Georgia—to the Committee on the Post-Oflice 
and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of the Baptist church, of West Bridge- 
water, Massachusetts, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traftic—to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Hinckley, of Barnstable, Massachu- 
setts, for the establishment of free trade instead of tariffs, and that 
taxation be based on hoarded possessions and not on the daily con- 
sumption of food and clothing—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
By Mr. CUTLER: The petitions of Ezra A. Osborn, Jacob C. Tay- 
lor, and other citizens of Middletown, New Jersey; of the Good 
Templars of New Jersey; and of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
of Smith’s Landing, New Jersey, for a commission of inquiry con- 
cerning the alcoholic liquor tratlic—to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petitions of Johanna Peterson, Katharine 
Karlsen, and other citizens of Charles City, lowa; and of Mrs. Es- 
tella Wilson, Esther Waldrow, and other citizens of the same place, 
for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of 8. A. Davis and 80 other citi- 
zens of Minnesota, for a revision of the pension laws—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DWIGHT: Papers relating to the pension claim of Marga- 
ret Mills—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of workingmen of Gratiot 
County, Michigan, against the reduction of the tariff—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of 500 workers in iron in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, against any change in the tariff—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. FELTON: Resolutions adopted at a mass meeting of citi- 
zens of Floyd County, Georgia, demanding the repeal of the resump- 
tion act, the repeal of the national banking system, and for the un- 
limited coinage of silver, making it a legal tender—to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of the stock dealers of Illinois, 
against legislation limiting transportation of live stock to certain 
palace stock-cars—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. FORT: The petition of A. W. Jerome and 30 other citizens of 
| Paxton, Illinois, that 10 change be made in the present tariff laws— 
| to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FREEMAN: The petition of Catharine Smith, for compen- 
| sation for property taken for the use of the United States Army—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of dealers and shippers of 
live stock, against transportation limitations—to the Committee on 
| Agriculture. 
| By Mr. HARMER: The petition of workingmen of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of woolen yarns, aguinst 
any change of the tariff laws or reduction of duties which protect 
| their labor and against the reimposition of the war tax upon tea and 
cotfee—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of George W. Hopkins and 200 
| other citizens of Bear Lake, Michigan, against any revision of the 
tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. JAMES: The petition of H. E. Kings & Co. and others of 
Malone, New York, for a drawback in case the tax on tobacco is re- 





Office and Post-Roads, 
by Mr. BRENTANO: The petitions of Genevieve G. Jones and Jane 


G. Jones, of Chicago, Illinois, for the removal of their political disa- | 


bilities—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of dealers and shippers of live stock, of Chicag6, 
Illinois, against limiting the transportation of live stock—to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

by Mr. BREWER: The petitions of A Owen and 68 other citizens 
of Shiawassee County, Michigan; of James B. Thurber and 50 other 
ciuzens of Brighton, Michigan ; of John W. DeWitt and 75 other citi- 


aeus of South Riley, Michigan ; and of Hon. F. G. Bailey and 65 other | 


duced—to the same committee. 
| By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of the Suffolk County Temperance 
Society of New York and of the Sixteenth Baptist church of New 
| York City, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traftic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Also, the petition of John B. Sherman and other stock raisers and 
dealers, against limiting the transportation of live stock—to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. MCGOWAN : Two petitions from 104 citizens of Michigan, 
that the tariff on wool may be retained—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 
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By Mr. McKINLEY: The petition of Phebe Painter, of Damascus, 
Ohio, for the removal of her political disabilities—to the Committee see a 
ou the Judiciary. commercial and so-called reciprocity treaties by this country wis, 

By Mr. MCMAHON: The petition of Calvin L. Hawes and other | foreign countries; which was referred to the Committee oj; ( 
citizens of Dayton, Ohio, against a tax on tea or coffee and against | merce. 
the reduction of the tariff—to the Committee of Ways and Means. Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of John B. Sherman and other | governor of Pennsylvania, praying in behalf of that State for agg 
stock raisers and dealers, against limiting the transportation of live | tional legislation to carry out the true intent and meaning of the aah 
stock—to the Committee on Agriculture. of Congress of July 27, 1861, entitled “An act to indemnity the s; - 

By Mr. MORSE: Papers relating to the claim of Charles F. Carr— | for expenses incurred by them in defense of the United Stat 
to the Committee of Claims. for such appropriation of money as may be necessary to pay the Stato 

By Mr. NORCROSS: The petition of the Methodist Episcopal | of Pennsylvania the balance due her and unpaid; which was refe; ; | 
church and Sabbath school of South Hadley Falls, Massachusetts, | to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor tratiic— Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of G. H. Carr and othe; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. workingmen of Fort Madison, Iowa, praying a careful examination 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of Anna A. Benton, Mary D. Stod- | before a revision of the tariff; which was referred to the Committes 
dard, and other citizens of West Branch, lowa, for an amendment to | on Finance. 
the Constitution prohibiting the several States from disfranchising Mr. ANTHONY. I present a memorial numerously signed by wor) 
United States citizens on account of sex—to the same committee. ingmen in Providence, Rhode Island, remonstrating against any 

Also, the petition of Fred. Dant & Co. and 31 other men and firms, | change in the tariff laws which will reduce the duties on for ign 


for a drawback in case the tax on tobacco is reduced—to the Commit- | goods, and which must have an injurious effect upon the industry iy 
tee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. REED: The petition of Elwell, Pickard & Co., and others, 
of Portland, Maine, publishers of newspapers, for uniformity of post- 
age rates on newspapers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads 

By Mr. RIDDLE: Papers relating to the claim of John O. Cage— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SAYLER: The memorial of Brown Brothers & Co. and 
others, of New York; of Drexel & Co. and others, of Philadelphia ; 
of Lee, Higginson & Co. and others, of Boston, Massachusetts, and 
of C. F. Adae and others, of Cincinnati, that permission be given to 
any and all persons or companies without preference to land tele- 
graphic cables on the shores of the United States—to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. SWANN: Papers relating to the claim of Jacob J. Flei- 
shell—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: Papers relating to the pension claim of 
Nancy Tipton—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of citizens of 
Shushan, New York, against a reduction of tariff duties—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of the Bar Association of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, for the reorganization of the judiciary of said Dis- 
trict—to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claims of Jeremiah Buckner 
and Joicy Elder—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the petitions of Eli H. Jarrett, Mary E. 
Shelton, James V. Tweed, and the heirs of Stephen Tipton and John 
H. Sams, for relief—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WELCH: The petitions of Mrs. Susanah A. M. Kendall, of 
North Bend; of Clara A. Brown, of Alexandria; and of Kate T. F. 
Cornell, of Alexandria, Nebraska, for the removal of their political 
disabilities—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WHITE, of Indiana: The petition of William Camne and 
other workingmen of Indiana, that noreduction be made in the tariff 
on woolen goods—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon : The petitions of Celia Olmstead, 
Emma Dustin, and other citizens of Canyon City, Oregon ; and of H. 
M. Coll, Mrs. John MeCartie, and other citizens of Humboldt Basin, 
Oregon, for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the sev- 
eral States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of 
sex—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Lucinda F, Proebstel, of Le Grande, Oregon, for 
the removal of her political disabilities—to the same committee. 
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| He also presented the memorial of Delos L. Filer and 7 others. «: 
| zens of Ludington, Michigan, remonstrating against the enterin. ;,, 
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which they are employed, and against any reduction of the duties 
which protect their labor, and against the reimposition of the tax oy 
tea and coffee which was abolished by the friends of the workinginay. 
I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.CONKLING. I present a petition signed by the faculty of ¢] 
medical department of the University of the City of New York ye- 
questing the passage of a bill for the relief of Dr. William A. Hay 
mond, late Surgeon-General of the Army. Knowing as I do som 
thing in regard to this petition, I venture to hope that the Committee 
on Military Affairs will give it an early and favorable considerati: 

I move that the petition be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition of a number of citizens of 
Goshen, New York, praying for appropriate legislation inquiring int 
the alcoholic liquor traffic, and a like petition from the Sixteent 
Baptist church, New York, which is signed by the proper ofticers. | 
move the reference of these petitions to the Committee on Financ 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present, also, a petition signed by citizens of 
Clinton County, New York, praying that those persons who did u 
apply for pensions within five years after the date of the discharg 
of the soldier for whose services a pension was allowed be so treate: 
by an amendment of the act as to enable them to enjoy their rights 
as they were. I move that the petition be referred to the Committ 
on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the memorial] of Charles Lyon and ot 

workingmen of Washington County, New York, remonstrating aga 
a reduction of the duties on foreign imports and against the rein 
sition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to 1 

Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Henry Bounty, of New York; t! 
petition of William Young, of New York; the petition of Eliza! 
McNaughton, of New York; the petition of James Elliott, of ) 
York; the petition of Polly Welch, of New York; and the petit 
of 1’. P. Blood and others, citizens of New York, praying for the « 
solidation of the pension laws; which were referred to the Committe 
on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Rev. T. G. Campbell and ot! 
colored citizens of the United States, praying the passage of « 
for the better protection of their race in their religious, civil, aud 
political rights, and the redress of their alleged grievances; whi 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented the petition of Alfred Richardson, lat: 
of Company A, Twelfth Indiana Volunteers, praying for a pension ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I present the petition of Jobn M. Bailey and 
others, citizens of Woonsocket, Rhode Island. I am informed and 
assured that the signatures to this petition constitute two-thirds ol 
the merchants and traders of that manufacturing town., They pray 
for the restoration of the silver dollar as it stood in 1873, betor 
was demonetized, and also for the repeal of the resumption act. | 
move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of T. B. Kelly, of Du Quien, 
Illinois, praying for the passage of a law compensating him for sery- 
ices rendered the United States Government as lieutenant 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 8, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 13th of December, 1877, reports of the 
Chief of Ordnance, the Adjutant-General, the Quartermaster-General, 
the Commissary-General of Subsistence, and the Paymaster-General 
on the subject of the militia of the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I move that that communication, 


with the accompanying papers, be printed and lie upon the table. 
The motion was agreed to, 


pay received for the same time as a private soldier; which was i 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. ; 

He also presented the memorial of N. Nelson and 186 others, work 
ingmen of Chicago, Illinois, remonstrating against a reduction of (he 
duties on foriegn imports and against the reimposition of the war | 
on tea and coflee ; which was referred to the Committee on Financ 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. WHYTE. As it seems hardly possible that a vote can be taken 
on the silver bill to-morrow, I move that when the Senate adjourn 
to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. FERRY presented the memorial of C. M. Slayton and 63 others, 
farmers and wool-growers of Grattan, Kent County, Michigan, remon- 


strating against apy reduction of the duties on foreign wool; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Marine Brigade from the 4th of April, 1863, to September 15, 1504, less 
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Mr. COCKRELL. I call the attention of the Senator from Iowa, | to give employment to any class of persons, but it merely contemplates 
who has this bill in charge [Mr. ALLISON ]}—— } an inquiry whether public work which is to be done in the summer 
At this point Mr. ALLISON entered the Chamber. ] _  ..._ | may not be hastened so that the families of the skilled laborers and 
Mr. ALLISON. I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion if it is | other laborers who are in great dis ind need at the present time 
sisted OD. ; may be provided for. It is a mere question of the time of making 
rhe yeas and nays were ordered ; and, being taken, resulted—yeas | the Government expenditure, and not of increasing it. 
92 yays 20 ; as follows: Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. My recollection is that at this ses- 
er YEAS—22. sion, or rather since we met here last fall, an appropriation of several 
* Conkling, Hill, Morrill, | hundred thousand dollars in addition to the regular appropriation 
= Davis of W. Va. _—_— Hear, Ransom, | has been made for the purpose now indicated in this resolution. I 
Bla Dawes, Ingalls, Sargent, | think [am correct in that. Itappearsto me fromthe reports which 
Ra Dorsey, Kernan, Saulsbury, rere hen received by the comn ete a be Conarven ; 
- Eaton McDonald, Wadleigh, | were then received by the committee and by Congress that that was 
Harun of Wis., Edmunds, Me Millan, Whyte, all that was asked for in advance of the regular appropriations. I 
Christiancy, Eustis, Mitchell, Windom. | am under the impression that the word “ instruct” is not jast as it 
NAYS—25. | should be. It is usual to make inquiries into such things. I have 
A Davis of Ilinvis, MeCreery, Teller, | no objection to the inquiry, however. 
Alison Ferry, Matthews, Thurman, Mr. HOAR. I understand that for some reason the public work 
Beck Garland, Maxey, Wallace, | is not resumed ; there may be a very good reason ; but it is a matter 
Cameron of Pa., Here ford, = an Withers. | of such importance to so many poor families that I am sure the Sena- 
Chaffee, , aoe ll Senin | tor will not object to the inquiry, which alone is what this resolution 
‘i ’ Kirkwood, Saunders, | contemplates. It simply instructs the committee to inquire, which 
- sean ici | I believe is the general form of such resolutions. 
: ABSENT—2. : | Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. There is no objection to the reso- 
Armstrong, Gordon, Kellogg, Randolph, ! lution, but I want the fact “1 that already tlecre aes a 
Genes, amar. Rollins, | ; ant act noted that already there has been an ap 





Hamlin, McPherson, Sharon, | propriation since we met here in the fall, in advance of the regu- 





Butler Harris, Paddock, Spencer, | lar appropriation, for the very purposes of which the Senator now 
Conover, — - —_ te Voorhees, | speaks; and if the money is not being expended, if the work is not 
Dennis . . 4 , going on, it appears to me it is not the fault of Congress, but of oth- 
So the motion was agreed to. ers elsewhere. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 
Mr. CHAFFEE, from the Committee on Territories, to whom was | PARIS EXPOSITION. 
} 


referred the bill (H. R. No. 1201) making an appropriation for the pur- | 
chase of a law library for the use of the courts and the United States | 
ollicers in the Territory of Wyoming, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
H. R. No. 789) to appropriate money for the purchase of a law library 
for the Territory of Dakota, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 205) granting an increase of pension to Will- 
iam Winans, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

lie also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Eliza Shelton and others, praying to be allowed a pension, 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Anna L. Robbins, widow of Eliphalet H. Rob- 
bins, late first lientenant of Company H, Third Massachusetts Cav- 
alry, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 697) 
granting a pension to Anna L. Robbins. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. DORSEY, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 611) to extend the charter of the 
Franklin Insurance Company of the city of Washington, reported it 
with an amendment. 


Mr. SAUNDERS. I move to take up Senate joint resolution No. 17, 
that was left on the table. I wish to take it up for action. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint resolution (S. R. No. 17) 
supplemental to a joint resolution in relation to the international 
industrial exposition to be held in Paris in 1878 was considered as 

| iia Committee of the Whole. It provides that in addition to the 
number of commissioners authorized to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent by the joint resolution approved December 15, 1877, he may ap- 
point eighteen additional commissioners, one to be taken from each 
of the States in which no commissioner authorized to receive com- 
pensation for his services has been appointed under that resolution. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. It will be remembered, Mr. President, that the 
resolution which was passed in relation to the Paris exposition au- 
thorized the appointment of twenty commissioners, who were to 
receive for compensation, expenses, &c., the sum of $1,200. ‘Twenty 
of the States have been represented by appointment under the reso- 
lution, and eighteen are without representation of such a character 
as to receive any pay and be able to afford to give any time to the 
business. Those States already provided for of course can have no 
reasonable objection to the others having an equal number to repre- 
sent them. My State, among others, was left out, and we have very 
good men from whom we could select to make an appointment to 
that place. I find that every State desires some one to specially 
represent its interests. As it may be that there are different kinds of 
business allotted to those already appointed, we have purposely left 

ad ; 3 out of the resolution any qualilicatious as particularly necessary, so 
Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to | that these commissioners may be assigned to such positions in the 
introduce a bill (S. No. 698) for the establishment of certain mail- | exposition as the commissioner-general may see fit. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


routes in the States of California and Nevada; which was read twice 1 do not want to make any lengthy speech on this matter, for I 

by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- | pelieve the liberality of those Senators whose States are already pro- 

Roads. vided for will lead them to say that it is right that there should be 
Mr. KERNAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to | 4 commissioner for each State. 

introduce a bill (S. No. 699) to amend section 607, chapter 6, of the Mr. WITHERS. I rise simply to say, Mr. President, that as I was 


Revised Statutes of the United States, entitled “Circuit courts organ- | able to understand the remarks of the Senator who presented the 
ization; ” which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- | resolution, this is a proposition for appointing a number of commis- 
mittee on the Judiciary. sionuers almost equal to the original number provided by the resolu- 

Mr. MCCREERY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave | tion which was passed, and we are asked to do it without any recom- 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 700) for the relief of the Louisville and | mendation having been received to that effect from those having 
Jefferson County Agricultural and Mechanical Association of the | eharge of the interests of America at the exposition, or without any 
State of Kentucky; which was read twice by its title, and referred | reference to a committee to examine and report upon the feasibility 
to the Committee on Claims. | or advisability of the proposition. If I am correct in that view, I 

Mr. KIRKWOOD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave will move the reference of the resolution to the Committee on 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 701) providing for holding the terms of Appropriations, who I think ought to consider it before it is acted 
the United States district court for the southern division of Iowa at | upon by this body. 





Burlington, in said division; which was read twice by its title, and | “yr. DAVIS. of West Virginia. I will say, in addition to what my 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | colleague on the committee has said, that the resolution necessitates 


Mr. MAXEY submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by | an appropriation of more than $20,000 in addition to the original 
him to the bill (S. No. 688) to reduce the cost of mail service on the appropriation to pay commissioners to the exposition. 


Pacific coast; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices Mr. ANTHONY. There should be an appropriation in the resolu- 
and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. tion if it is to pass, because the appropriation made for the exposi- 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN WASHINGTON. tion is very small inded, and to take from the general appropriation 
Mr. HOAR. I offer the following resolution: compensation for these additional commissioners would reduce it 
Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations be instructed to consider and within such limits as to inter fere w ith the objects of the measure. 
report whether the work on the public Dui dings in the city of Washington now The commissioners have $1,200 each, I think. 4 
suspended may be resumed forthwith so as to give present employment to the Mr. WITHERS. I want merely to call to the Senator’s recollec- 
Wworkingmen whose families are suffering from destitation. tion the fact that the amount re ported from the Committee on Ap- 


Mr. President, this is a resolution of inquiry. It does not contem- | propriations for that purpose was by the action of the Senate reduced 
plate the undertaking of new Government works at public expense | when the bill was submitted and acted upon here 
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Mr. ANTHONY. 


to have these eighteen additional commissioners. 
Mr. SAUNDERS. 


pose. There is no provision made as to exactly how that money s 





There were $175,000 appropriated for this ~~ 
iall 


Then it certainly should be increased if we are 


be applied except to pay the expenses of the commissioners with the 
other general expenses. If we want anything done there it is to ad- 


vertise our country. 


If we do not advertise our country in being rep- | 


resented there I should have opposed giving a single dollar. I think 


the amount was small enough myself, but if there is not sufficient 


out of that appropriation these additional commissioners can be pro- 
vided for in a general appropriation bill and the appropriation for 
them voted at the proper time. The amount would be about $21,000 


in addition to the appropriation already made. If that can come out | 
If not, we can provide for it in a general 
appropriation bill. Most certainly, if there is any use at all in our 


of the $175,000, all right. 


sending anybody to that exposition it is that our States, and our 


new States as well as the others, should be represented, and that the 
wivantages of our country should be told and made known to the 
Without such a resolution as is proposed some of our States 
will be left without any representation whatever, while others will | 
be provided for. I hope gentlemen will allow the resolution to pass, 
because I will see to it myself that the item is inserted in a general 


world. 


appropriation bill if an additional fund is necessary. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Theremarks of the Senator who has offered this 
resolution show very plainly that it is incontemplation to ask for an 
additional appropriation for the purposes of the exposition at Paris. 


Mr. SAUNDERS. I do not ask it at the present time. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I know this resolution does not, but the Sena- 
tor said if the $175,000 which have been appropriated are not sufti- 
cient an additional appropriation would be made. In my judgment 
we have already appropriated more money for such purposes than the | 
interests of this country require. To-day, while we have hundreds | 
of thousands of men out of employment needing the necessaries of | 
life, we, asthe representativesof theStates and the people, deliberately 
put our hands, not into our own pockets, but to take from the Public | 
Treasury the money which has been raised from the people by taxa- | 
tion and appropriate it to such objects as the Paris exposition. I op- 
posed the appropriation for the centennial exposition in this country | 
because I thought there was no constitutional warrant for such appro- 
priations; and with that record I should certainly be derelict in duty 
not to oppose any proposition of this kind as I did oppose the appro- 

When it is now proposed to require an additional 
appropriation, I rise in my phace and protest against anything that 
directly or indirectly can require an additional cent more from the 


tion of $175,000, 


Treasury 


Mr. SAUNDERS. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques- 
Did he support the resolution appropriating any money for 


tion? 
the Paris exposition ? 


Mr. SAULSBURY,. Idid not. I was opposed to the whole concern; 
and when you propose now to appoint tweuty additional commission- | 
ers who will have to be paid by an additional appropriation, I oppose 
yourresolution. This whole thingis wrong. If we were ascareful of 
the interests of the public as we are of our own private personal in- | 
terests in my apprehension there are a great many appropriations 


that would not be made. 


Mr. SAUNDERS. We are told sometimes that if we cast our bread 
upon the waters it may be gathered in an after-time. We have made 
this appropriation, not that it may come back in dollars and cents by 
any means, as I understand, but for the purpose of making known 
our industries and presenting our goods and wares at the exposition, 
so that the world may see what the United States is doing. I voted 
very cheerfully for an appropriation for that purpose, and I say now | 


even if it were required that I should vote $20,000 more in order that 


each of the States might be represented, I should very cheerfully do 


that. I hope they may use the means already provided so that it 
will not require an additional sum; but if it does, I say I can have 
no objection to it. 


Mr. CONKLING. I should like to inquire of the mover of this | 


resolution if it has been examined by any committee ? 

Mr. SAUNDERS. It was printed and laid on the table and put on 
the desks of all Senators the other morning. 

Mr. CONKLING. But it has not been referred to a committee ? 

Mr. SAUNDERS. It has not been specially referred to a commit- 
tee. LI will state to the Senator that, in conversation with many Sen- 


was not thought necessary to refer the resolution. I thought there 
would be but very little opposition to it, and I think so yet. 
Mr. CONKLING. I do not know which of the States are repre- 


sented in these appointments. That is not strange at all, because I | 


have very few sources of information on such subjects. It is net an 
agreeable thing for we, even to seem to interpose an objection to a 
measure in which the Senator from Nebraska obviously feels an inter- 
est; and yet I think I ought to suggest to him one or two objections 
to this resolution in this way. 

The joint resolution which became a law touching the exposition 
was the object of considerable attention in committee and on the 
part of others who acted in conjunction with the committee. It was 
matured with care and upon the supposition that it made suitable 
and adequate provision for the purpose in view. Now, immediately, 









before any experimental knowledge can have been acquired x} 


that the provision was not adequate, it is proposed, witho oe 

assent or knowledge of either of the committees of this body. + 
eighteen commissioners at an annual compensation of $1,200, [)., 
if I mistake not, amounts in the aggregate to $21,600. Obyion. 


the money is to come from some fund or some source, (Oj), 
| the men thus appointed accepting the commission and coing 


have upon the Treasury a claim as far as any citizen can hay, 
claim for the amount of this money. For the honorable s ; 


| 

say that this resolution exacts no appropriation is to ost pone and t ) 

| postpone by a mere form an inevitable question. It may be tho 

| $21,600 should be added to the appropriation already bespoken by ox: 

| legislation. Assuming that to be true, it may also be that its ¢ v0 

| tion to paying salaries to eighteen paid commissioners will tury oy: 
to be by no means the most useful or economical application of t * 
money, even if the money is to be expended. ¥ 

In short, I submit to the honorable Senator that he had better + 
this resolution go the committee which had in charge the origins) 
measure, to the end that that committee may aid the Senate, if pos. 
sible, in passing upon the question, first, whether it is advisable at 
this time to pledge the Government to the expenditure of mor, 
money than that already devoted to this enterprise, and, second 
whether this particular expenditure of money at this time is desira. 
ble. 

I judge from various instances of which I know that a good many 
persons qualified by character and experience to act in such capacity 
are quite willing to go without money and without price, are quite 
willing to expend the attention and labor which may be involved. 
from the interest and disposition which they feel. Now, if that \y 
80, it becomes a question in that aspect whetber it is wise or suital\; 
for us, sitting here as trustees administering funds not our owy. t 
pledge $21,600 for paying compensation for services which, for any 
we know, can be obtained witbout. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. The probability is that we could obtain the ser: 
ices of those already appointed as well without pay; but I am sure 
| many men whom it would be proper to send are not able to pay th 

own expenses; and it is for that reason I shall insist on the measur 
| When the original resolution was up on its passage I made a moti 

to this same effect, that one commissioner be allowed to each orga 
ized State. I was asked by Senators to withdraw that amendment 
for the time and to allow the joint resolution to pass as it was, |x 
cause there was an importance, it was said, attached to the passaye 
of it before the holiday recess. I then withdrew my amend 
the request of gentlemen, because they said probably other legisla 
tion would be had on this subject and I could then bring it in, and | 
felt that I was somewhat authorized to bring it in from that ren 
made that morning. The Senator from California [Mr. Sarcen 
will remember having requested me specially that I should witha: 
| it. The Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] also requested it 


| said that there would be other legislation probably, and I could t 
bring itin. I felt myself authorized to do it, and I feel now that 

| we are authorized to vote a cent for this purpose we are fully a 
ized to add this additional sum, so that eighteen States of this | 

| which now have no representation on the commission shall ba 

| right to be heard and seen there. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Senator how many of these con 
missioners are there now ? 

| Mr. SAUNDERS. Twenty of that class. 

| Mr.CONKLING. And does the Senator say that out of thirty-cig 

| States eighteen have been omitted altogether ? 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I do. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think there is a mistake as tot! 
number. As to the commissioners there are first twenty-four that 
| the President appoints, who are called honorary commissioners. Thien 

there is an additional twenty which makes forty-four, and in addi- 
tion to that each State nominates two, and the Government appoints 
| them, so that as the commissioners now stand there are probably three 
from some States. It is true as to the pay to additional members 


that there are but twenty to be paid, and some States must go unrep 


it 


| resented in that number. 





Mr.SAUNDERS. Let me correct the Senator from West Virginia. 
There are only twenty provided for that get any pay. __ 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Yes, twenty paid; additional com- 


| missioners they are termed. We all agree upon that. 
ators from those States which are represented, they seemed disposed | 


to allow each of the States to have a commissioner, and therefore it | 


Mr. SAUNDERS. ‘They are additional to the commissioner-g¢ 
eral. They are called additional, and the first twenty named are to 
get pay. The next are supplemental and get no pay. Now, we hay 
none of either kind except those who will be recommended by the 
governor. We get none of the twenty-four and none of the twent 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Does the Senator know that the 
State of Nebraska, for instance, has none? I have seen no list pul) 
lished. Nobody knows who are appointed or where they are located 
But instead of $175,000, as is supposed having been appropriated tor 
the purposes of the Paris exposition, the appropriation was $100," 
so that it is $25,000 less than is generally supposed. Now, if tlese 
eighteen additional commissioners are to be paid out of that appro 


priation it may be deficient. I am told by several gentlemen who 
are connected with the Paris exposition that the appropriation Is 


already short as to the manner in which they want the United States 
to be exhibited, so that it will be almost impossible to pay these men 









wut of the panne appropriation ; and hence an additional appropria- 
» must be made. 
| understood the Senator from Virginia to move that the resolution 
i. referred to the Committee on Appropriations. Aim I right in that? 
“Mr. WITHERS. That was my motion. : 
Mr. SAUNDERS. Mycolleague wishes to offer anamendment which 
may be ac ceptable. , ’ 
~ The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion to commit takes precedence. 
Mr. PADDOCK. Iam satisfied that the sense of the Senate re- 
oyires that this resolution should go to the committee, and perhaps 
+ ig wisest that it should be referred, because we may get a result 
mor speedily by that course. I had thought of presenting an addi- 
1] section providing for an appropriation, but I think I shall not 






lo 80. 

| desire, however, to state to the Senator from New York a fact 
which be does not seem to have understood, that the original bill re- 
oyired that the twenty who are to receive compensation should be 
distributed each to a particular State; that is, that each State was to 
have no more than one of those who should receive compensation. 
Therefore, it looks like a discrimination in favor of the twenty States 
which do each receive one to have compensation as against the other 
eighteen Which did not, cannot, and will not under the original act 
have any such commissioner. The embarrassment, the difliculty, the 
trouble, the annoyance of the case arises in, comes from the provis- 
ions and the construction of, the original bill by the appointing power, 
and there is just cause for complaint by the eighteen States which 
have no such representation and which operates as a discrimination 
wainst them. They indeed have all to bear their proportionate bur- 
den of taxation to pay these commissioners, and the newer States 
which have the greater interest perhaps in representation at the ex- 
position in respect of their agricultural interests are those which feel 
naturally most aggrieved, and our State is in that predicament. As 
wy colleague has remarked, we think we have a man who is better 
qualified than almost any man in this country, a man of national 
reputation as an agriculturist, and we are very anxious to have him 
appointed upon the commission ; but it did not seem possible to have 
it doue under the law as passed and under the circumstances in which 
the commissionerships were placed in respect of the proper distribu- 
tion in the judgment of the President and the others charged with 
that duty. 

I will state another thing. After a full conference with the com- 

ssioner-general he advises most earnestly and ardently that these 
eighteen additional commissioners should be provided for; and that 
wus the incentive practically to the introduction by my colleague of 
the resolution which he has offered. 

Ido not know but that it is best, as I said when I rose, that the 
resolution should go to the committee, but expedition is necessary if 

uything is to be done at all; and justice requires that the eighteen 
States, among whom there are some which most deserve representa- 
tion, should have their equal chance with the other twenty States. 
If there had been no such discrimination provided for in the original 

if the law had authorized appointments at large, this movement 
would not have been necessary and no objection would have been 
nade, 

On reflection, at the suggestion of my colleague who is the mover 
of the resolution, I send my amendment to the Clerk’s desk to be 
reported for the information of the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment cannot be received ex- 
cept by the assent of the Senator from Virginia, the question pending 
being on the motion to commit. 

Mr. WITHERS. I am perfectly willing to have the amendment 
referred with the resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
amendment. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I ask that the amendment be reported. 
dent there ought to be an appropriation. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be read for infor- 
mation. 

The Cuter CLERK. 
the follow ing: 


The Senator from Nebraska offers an 


It is evi- 


It is proposed to insert as an additional section 


That the sum of $22,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby ap- 
propriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry 
out the provisions of this resolution. 

Mr.SARGENT. Mr. President, when I urged upon the Senate some 
weeks ago immediate action upon the original bill the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] very warmly desired at that time to insist 
upon an amendment like that which he has now offered, and upon 
the persuasion of myself and some others he was induced to forego 
itand wait for a later time. We were just about adjourning that 
session of the Senate, and unless there should be immediate action 
upon the bill subsequent action would be too late to have the service 
eilicient or any decent representation of the United States at the 
Paris exposition, 

For this reason I have felt that I ought not to interpose any objec- 
tion whatever to the speedy consideration of this matter; but I did 
not think then and do not think now that this legislation is proper. 

do not look upon the appointment of these commissioners as patron- 
age to be distributed among the States. I have no doubt that each 
of the States which may by chance receive one of these appointments 
has other citizens than those appointed worthy and deserving and 
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who would be able representatives of the Government and of their 
States to the Paris exposition, and I have as little doubt that the 
eighteen States which cannot under the original law receive appoint- 
ments have men to bring forward equal in character and value to 
those who are appointed. But the object of the Government is to see 
that there is a decent, fair, judicious exposition of our products 
abroad. The States may be divided into classes, and the representa 
tion of them would be more appropriate in classes than they would 
be by taking each individual State. I think it would puzzle my in- 
genious friend from Nebraska to state wherein there is any difference 
whatever in the interestsof Kansas and Nebraska, and I might name 
in the group several other States. If it is the agricultural interest, 
then agriculture is the chief industry of each of these States, and any 
man who is thoroughly conversant with agricultural knowledge 
would be the one who would best represent those States together. 

Take the Pacific States: I think it would be very difticult for any 
man to say wherein that which would represent California would 
not represent Arizona Territory, Oregon, and Nevada. Our great 
prevailing interest there—the one which probably will make our 
principal display at the Paris exposition—is the mining industry. 
Of course we have agricultural industry; we raise vast amounts of 
wheat and we have a large market in Europe for our wheat; but it 
is not a specialty with us, not so much so as it is with many other 
States. Any one who represents fairly and reports fairly upon agri- 
cultural matters will suit our State in that particular; and so of each 
of this group of States. There will be but one, unquestionably, ap- 
pointed from the Pacific States. Idoubt if our people desire another. 
They certainly do not desire that the people shall be taxed for a large 
amount of money in order to gratify State pride. 

The amount appropriated for the general purposes of the exhibi- 
tion on the part of the United States Government is too small en- 
tirely. Iso thought at the time the bill passed. It would be very 
much better that the State of Nebraska and other States in the Union 
anxious that there shall be a proper exhibit of their products, to have 
this amount of $22,000, or even more, added to the sum appropriated 
in that bill for the general purposes of the exhibition and not go for 
salaries or to salaried officers. We have by the groups already pro- 
vided for ample officers, men who will report upon each branch of 
industry, and I suggest to the committee and to the Senate that any 
additional appropriation should not lie in the way of the appointing 
more men to go to Europe but in aiding exhibitors to send more lib- 
erally of their products. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The motion is to refer the joint resolu- 
tion and amendment to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 





MESSAGE FROM TIE 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Tiropor. 
I. KING, one of its clerks, announced that the House had passed the 
following bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 142) granting a pension to George McCloy ; 

A bill (HL. R. No, 305) granting a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Max- 
well, widow of the late Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One hundred and 
ninety-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 467) restoring the name of Thomas Crawford, a 
soldier of the Mexican war, to the pension-roll ; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 535) for the relief of the executors of the estate of 
John 8. Miller, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. No. 536) for the relief of W. C. Snyder, of Ilinois ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 742) granting a pension to Reuben J. Chewning; 

A bill (HL. R. No, 1135) to authorize the issue of a patent of certain 
lands in the Brothertown reservation, in the State of Wisconsin, to 
the persons selected by the Brothertown Indians; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1272) for the relief of the Old Dominion Steam- 
ship Company ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1947) granting a pension to Dwight A. Barrett, 
late private Company E, Forty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts Vol- 
unteer Infantry; 

A bill (IH. R. No. 1948) granting 


HOUSE. 


a pension to Bridget T. Hopper; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1949) granting a pension to Benjamin C. Webster ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 1950) granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1966) for the relief of J. H. Duncan, postmaster at 
Elberton, Georgia; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 54) authorizing the printing and dis- 
tribution of the memorial addresses on the life and character of the 
late Edward Young Parsons, a Representative from the State of Ken- 
tucky. 

Cc. W. STAGG. 

Mr. WADLEIGH, from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
reported the following resolution ; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the additional sum of $849.80 be paid ont of the contingent f 
of the Senate to C. W. Stagg, being the balance duc him for reporting testi 

} taken at Portiand, Oregon, under Senate resolution of March 17, 1877, to inves 
| gate charges made against Hon. L. F. Grover. 


ENTOMOLOGICAL REPORT. 
| Mr. PLUMB submitted the following resolution ; 





1 
ti- 


which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concer 


erring,) That there be 
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es of the report of the United States Entomological Commission 
ch shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 3,000 
© Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Commission. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 


he following bills from the Honse of Representatives were sever- 
ally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

A bill (HI. R. No. 142) granting a pension to George McCoy ; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 305) granting a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Max- 


well, widow of the late Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One hundred and | 


ninety-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 467) restoring the name of Thomas Crawford, a 
soldier of the Mexican war, to the pension-roll ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1947) granting a pension to Dwight A. Barrett, 
late private Company E, Forty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts Vol- 
unteer Infantry ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1948) granting a pension to Bridget T. Hopper; 

A bill (IL. R. No. 742) granting a pension to Reuben J. Chewning ; 

A bill (IL. R. No. 1949) granting a pension to Benjamin C. Web- 
ster; and 

A bill (IL. R. No. 1950) granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone. 

The bill (HL. R. No. 535) for the relief of the executors of the es- 
tate of John S. Miller, deceased, was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Phe bill (IL. R. No. 1272) for the relief of the Old Dominion Steam- 
ship Company was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Ihe bill (H. R. No. 1135) to authorize the issue of a patent of cer- 
tain lands in the Brothertown reservation in the State of Wisconsin 
to the persons selected by the Brothertown Indians, was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Phe following bills from the House of Representatives were sev- 
erally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on 
Vost-Oflices and Post-Roads : 

A bill (IL. R. No. 536) for the relief of W. C. Snyder, of Illinois; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1966) for the relief of J. H. Duncan, postmaster 
at Elberton, Georgia. 

Ihe joint resolution (H. R. No. 54) authorizing the printing and 
distribution of the memorial addresses on the life and character of 
the late Edward Young Parsons, a Representative from the State of 
Kentucky, was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired, and the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumes the consideration of 
the bill (HL. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the silver 
dollar and to restore its legal-tender character, on which the Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. H1Ly] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I fear that sensationalism, that sensa- 
tionalism which breeds licentiousness, is fast becoming, if it has not 
already become, one of the chiefest features of our American politics. 
We have had before us for two months a very plain, practical busi- 
ness question. I cannot imagine that any Senator or any citizen 
should have any desire whatever in connection with this question 
except to arrive at the plain, honest truth. It is certainly no occa- 
sion forrhetoric. There is nothing in the nature of the subject to enlist 
feeling. It is a question which eminently requires exactness in facts 
and clear strength in logic. That is all. It is a question upon which 
men ought to be able to differ without controversy. Yet, sir, either 
becanse of the debate in this body or for other reasons we see a 
great excitement growing up in the country upon this question; pub- 
lic meetings are being held; immense petitions are being sent in to 
this body, and perhaps a thousand newspapers are to-day engaged in 
the patriotic work of impressing the people of this country with the 
idea that one-half of the members of Congress have been bought 
up by the bullion-holders and the other half by the bondholder, 
with pow and then an exception of some gentleman, of extraordinary 
patriotism, who indulges in rhapsodical rhetoric to satisfy the people 
that he is the peculiar friend of “ the dear people ” and an exception 
to all the rest. 

In striking contrast with this is the disposition of this same subject 
which has been made in another nation during the time this debate 
has been progressing. The question of the continued suspension of 
the silver coinage came up in France but a few days ago, and in less 
time than perhaps it has required me to state the fact, the senate, 
representing a people proverbially excitable, absolutely disposed of 
the measure unanimously. 

Now, Mr. President, I shall deal with this question as I endeavor 
to deal with all questions that come before me. I shall speak my 
honest convictions, and I shall speak them as plainly as I know how. 
I shall certainly question no other gentleman’s patriotism and ar- 
raign no other gentleman’s love of truth and fidelity toright. I take 
my position with those who sincerely and earnestly desire the resto- 
ration of thesilver dollar to the coinage. I believe that the silver 
dollar ought to be recoined and remonetized. I am not influenced in 
that opinion in the slightest degree by an argument that fell from the 
Senator from Maine [ Mr. BLAINE] yesterday. ‘That Senator certainly 
entertained us with a most charming and beautiful speech, in much 
of which I agree, but he made a constitutional argument in the be- 


; | ginning, to the point that Congress had no power to demonet 
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ver, and hecalled to his aid the celebrated dictum of a very ee)olyr : 
constitutional lawyer, Mr. Webster. The Senator says: Sin 
No power was conferred on Congress to declare that either metal 
money. Congress has therefore, in my judgment, no power to demor 
any more than to demonetize gold ; no power to demonetize either ay 
to demonetize both. In this statement I am but repeating the weight 
the first of constitutional lawyers. ‘‘Iam certainly of opinion,” said 4 
| ster, “that gold and silver, at rates fixed by Congress, constitute the k 
of value in this country, and that neither Congress nor any State has aut! 
establish any other standard or to displace this standard.” 
Now, sir, what was Mr. Webster asserting in that? Only that tho 
| constitutional money of this country is metallic, and he intended to 
assert and did assert, what I trust every man in this country 
weigh, that there is no power in Congress to establish any othe; 
money than metallic money. Congress cannot, under the power to 
coin money and regulate its value, make a money of paper or of a 
promise to pay. The Senaror’s logic is as faulty as his opinion of ti; 
Constitution and of Mr. Webster’s view of it, of which also hy 


\ 


Congress has therefore, in my judgment, no power to demonetize silver ay 
than to demonetize gold; no power to demonetize either any more than to dk 
tize both. 


Therefore the Senator concludes that Congress is compelled to mor 
etize both and has no power to refuse to monetize either. I regret ¢ 
the Senator is not in his seat. How would his logic work?) Coy) 
has no more right to refuse to demonetize one ounce of silver ¢} 
another ounce of silver. Therefore Congress is compelled to monet 
every ounce of silver! Congress has no more power to demonet - 
ounce of gold than another ounce of gold. Therefore Concress js coy). 
pelled by the Constitution to monetize every ounce of gold! And 
conclusion to be derived from the Senator’s logic would be that ey 
ounce of silver and every ounce of gold in this country would he 
actually to be coined into money and that Congress would not be per 
forming its constitutional duty unless it did. Why, sir, Congress 
the power to coin money, and this power must be constrned, as ey 
other power, to be exercised wisely and according to the wants a 
needs of the country. It cannot make money of paper. It can al 
make money of metal—gold, silver, or copper—something of that kind 
and it must make just as much money of that kind as the wants and 
conditions of the country shall demand. Congress has power to «dk 
clare war; but does that mean that Congress is under constitut 
obligation always to keep the country in a state of war? If that 
the constitutional obligation of Congress for ten years it has be 
discharging its duty very faithfully. 

Mr. BLAINE. Do I understand the Senator from Georgia, then, to 
maintain that Congress has the right to declare that neither yold uor 
silver shall be money? 

Mr. HILL. I certainly think Congress has the power not to 
demonetize either gold or silver. 

Mr. BLAINE. Hasthe power not to do it? 

Mr. HILL. It is the same thing. 

Mr. BLAINE. I think Congress has the pees not to do a great 
many things. Does the gentleman desire his proposition to be put 
in that form, that Congress has the power not to do it ? 

Mr. HILL. The Senator can put it in any form he desires. 

Mr. BLAINE. No, I desire the Senator to put his proposition i 
own form. Il understand the Senator now to rest his logic on this, 
that Congress has the power not to do a certain thing. Is that it! 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir; I did say so. 

Mr. BLAINE. 1 understood the Senator to say so. As he referred 
to me, I shall be glad to have him state his position. 

Mr. HILL. I say this: Congress in coining money has the power 
to coin gold, or silver, or copper, either one, or all, or two of them. 

Mr. BLAINE. There is no issue on that. ' 

Mr. HILL. Very well; and it has a right to drop either from the 
coinage and not make it money. 

Mr. BLAINE. And it has the right ther. to drop all? 

Mr. HILL. If it is wise and proper to do so, it has. 

Mr. BLAINE. Then I understand the Senator to say that under 
the Constitution of the United States, in his judgment, Congress las 
the right to declare that neither gold nor silver shall be money in 
this country ? 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I do not believe myself it would be wise 
or anything but an abuse of power. 

Mr. BLAINE. Oh, no. I do not care about wisdom. That is not 
the point. We want to know what is the power. Expediency we 
will settle for ourselves. I want the Senator to define his constitu- 
tional view of the power of Congress. 

Mr. HILL. I have defined my constitutional view of the power of 
Congress, and I regret it does not satisfy the Senator from Maiue. 

Mr. BLAINE. I wanted to satisfy the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. HILL. That it is impossible for the Senator to do with his 
ideas of constitutional law. ee tes 

Mr. BLAINE. I want the Senator from Georgia to satisfy himse!!. 

Mr. HILL. If the Senator will take his seat I will endeavor to Go 
that. 

Mr. BLAINE. I still want, before I take my seat, if the Senator 
will permit me—— 

Mr. HILL. I do not permit the gentleman—— 

Mr. BLAINE. Will not permit what? 

Mr. HILL. Any further questioning on this subject. 
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Mr. BLAINE. All right. ; , 

Mir. HILL. I have simply said, what I repeat, that this power to 
= ey is like every other power in the Constitution vested in 
Congress, to be wisely exercised according to the wants and needs of 
. -ountry; and if Congress shall conclude in its wisdom that the 
» of one netal will furnish a sufficient standard of value for the 
antry Congress has the right to coin but one. If Congress believes 

+ it should coin both metals and that the condition of the country 
sania both metals, Congress has the right to coin both metals. 

“Mr. BLAINE. And the right to coin neither? — 

Mr, HILL. Certainly, if the needs and conditions of the country 
that it should coin neither ; but I cannot avswer an argument 
tutional in its pretensions which is absurd in its character. I 
ume that Congress will be wise ; I assume that it will exercise an 
admitted power wisely—that is all; and the Senator’s questioning 
has nothing to do with this view. I did not mean to criticise the 
Senator except to enter my protest against the idea that because 
Congress has the power to do a thing therefore it is compelled to do 
it. Congress must exercise its power wisely according to the wants 
ind needs of the country; and the act of Congress which strikes 
silver from the coinage or demonetizes silver, or any act of Congress 
which should demonetize either metal, must be admitted by every 
jawyer to be a constitutional act. Congress is responsible to the 
yr ople for the wise manner in which it exercises its powers. That is 


} 
all 


Now another thing. 
beautiful peroration. 
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The Senator from Maine gave us a most 
I must say that I have rarely heard anything 
in any assembly on any occasion more beautiful and interesting, and 
| assure the Senator I am not doing this now for the purpose of re- 
plying to his argument, which he seems to misunderstand, but for 
the purpose of emphasizing some points in which he himself would 
agree. The Senator said: 

The two metals have existed side by side in harmonious, honorable companion- 
ship as money ever since intelligent trade was known among wen. 

What I wish to say is that there has always been a condition of 
that companionship between the two metals. Never in any history 
of the world, in any country, pagan or Christian, despotic or repub- 
lican, either while revolution was raging or subsiding, while islands 
were rising or sinking, while empires were prospering or crumbling, 
did silver and gold ever keep company with each other except upon 
the inflexible rule of equality in value. The moment one metal be- 
comes depreciated the other metal flies away, and the moment a 
depreciated paper currency comes in sight both metals hurry to their 
hiding-places. The American Congress has done what the gentleman 
seems to think is so absurd; it has actually made a money of paper 

iven that money a legal tender which has practically for fifteen 
years demonetized both gold and silver. But, sir, they had a reason 
jor that, and I make no point on it. 
I favor the remonetization of silver, Mr. President, not because, 
therefore, of the constitutional point made by the Senator from Maine, 
but because I think its remonetization would be wise and proper in 
‘ 


and g 


lic present condition of the country. 1 believe, in the first place, the 
people desire it, and as there is no constitutional difliculty in the way 
| think the desires of the people ought to receive the respectful con- 
sideration of Congress. 1 think, in the second place, that a wise and 
proper remonetization of silver would add to the now too limited 
amount of metallic money in the country, and I think that we greatly 
need a proper addition to our metallic money. 

I think, too, that as silver is a product of our own country, that as 
we make as much silver as the rest of the world combined, it is proper 
that we should do whatever is well calculated to encourage its pro- 
duction and increase the demand for it. 

Then, again, I state to the Senate what was so much better said by 
the distinguished Senator from Alabama, [Mr. MorGAN, ] that in the 
country where I live there is a population, the negro population, who 
have a peculiar attachment to silver money. Naturally unthrifty, 
naturally disposed not to take care of their money, they ought to be 
encouraged to be frugal, and therefore I believe that to give them 
silver money will create the passion for hoarding it, keeping it, and 
as a necessary consequence to economize. I think for these and many 
other reasons that silver ought to be remonetized and the silver dol- 
lar ought to be recoined. 

But, Mr. President, I cannot support the bill before the Senate in 
the shape it came to us from the House. At this time I ask the Sen- 
ate to give me its attention while I undertake to state the reasons 
why I cannot support that bill. 

I believe that if the bill shall pass unamended it will enrich afew 
individuals; it will give no relief to the financial embarrassments of 
the country ; it will confuse values, prolong the present painful un- 
certainties of business, increase the want ot confidence which is con- 
tracting the circulation of money, will necessitate early additional 
legislation, and will finally take its place in history as the pickpocket 
billof American legislation. 

On the other hand, I believe a few amendments to this bill will 
avert all these evils, will secure an addition to the limited currency 
of the country, and will restore contidence and aid in the work of 
resumption. But in no event, whether amended or unamended, will 
it bring a tithe of the blessings the people are encouraged to expect, 
and it will not make one failure less in the catalogue of bankrupt- 
“ies. I oppose this bill because I favor all its 


| these two results is inevitable. 
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oppose all its real effects as I believe those effects will be found on 
experience to be. 

Mr. ALLISON. The House bill ? 

Mr. HILL. The bill as it came from the House. That is what I 
am now debating. The amendments I would make to the bill will 
be naturally suggested by the objections I shall state. There are 
some amendments already pending which will cover most of my ob- 
jections if adopted. 

In the first place, I object to the free-coinage feature. We do not 
allow the free coinage of the present fractional silver coin. Will some 
Senator tell me why the silver dollar should be admitted to free coin- 
age and fractional silver not? We are told by the Director of the 
Mint that during the year 1877 the bullion purchased for coining frac- 
tional silver cost $34,118,973.74; that that produced a coinage in frac- 
tional silver of $39,685,688, and gave a seigniorage to the Government 
of $5,566,714.74. Now to say that you will place the coinage of the 
silver dollar upon a different footing from the coinage of fractional 
silver, make one free and the other not, is to throw upon the Govern- 
ment all the expense of coining the silver and give the silver-bullion 
holder all the profits of its coinage. It is said that this is the case with 
gold; that there is a free coinage of gold. That is true. Why? Is 
it right to give the silver dollar free coinage because gold has free 
coinage? It is right if the condition of the two metals is precisely 
alike, but if the condition of the two metals is different then it 
wrong. 

Now, what is the condition of gold? It is at a premium; it is not 
in circulation; it does not seek circulation; it is in demand for ex- 
portation as bullion. But the Government needs gold, and it is very 
inportant to encourage its coinage ; and the Government to encour- 
age the coinage of gold may well allow it free coinage in the present 
condition of that metal. But do any of these reasons apply tosilver? 
Silver bullion is not at a premium. Silver bullion is at a very great 
discount. Silver bullion is 10 percent. below par; silver bullion will 
rush for coinage as soon as you make the law, because of that fact. 
It needs no encouragement from the Government to be coined. There 
will be a tendency in the rush of silver to displace the coinage of 
gold and to absorb the power of your Mint. The holder of gold 
bullion does not derive the profit from the free coinage of gold that 
the holder of silver bullion would derive from the free coinage of sil- 
ver. Now, when gentlemen tell me that silver ought to be put upon 
the same condition of coinage with gold, then I say you must first put 
silver upon the same condition of value or position before the country. 
Otherwise the argument fails. 

Then, again, the expense of coining silver is four times as great as 
the expense of coining gold. So we are informed by the Director of 
the Mint; and he tells us indeed that it costs no more labor or ex- 
pense to coin a twenty-dollar gold piece than to coin one dollar of 
silver. 

So you perceive that the metals do not stand in the same condition 
or in the same relation of valne in any respect ; and what might be 
wise to encourage the coinage of gold is not needed or wise to en- 
courage the coinage of silver; and I beg my friends to consider that 
there can be no excuse for this Government, under the pretense of 
relieving the people, to adopt a system of coinage that will put mill- 
ions of dollars into the pockets of a few private individuals, silver- 
bullion holders. It istheskill and the labor and the cost of the United 
States which convert this bullion into coin. There is no reason why 
the holder of bullion should get all the benefit of this skill and labor 
and expense employed by the Government. There is no reason why 
he should have any more than the market value of his bullion. Such 
a remarkable provision has never been made in any country that I 
know of under like circumstances. 

The next amendment which I think ought to be adopted to this 
bill is to limit the coinage of silver—the amount to be coined. The 
bill, as it comes from the House, is without limit. Now IL wish to 
call the attention of the Senate to the statistics of the Mint. The 
Director of the Mint says: 

With our present minting capacity we could, with a full working foree, coin sib 


ver-dollar pieces at the rate of $2,000,000 per month, and at the same time nan 
facture the necessary gold, trade, and fractional silver coinage. 


is 


Now, if you open your mints to the unlimited coinage of the silver 
dollar, giving the silver dollar free coinage while you give to frac- 
tional currency not free coinage, you see at once that you would have 
no silver going to your mints except for coinage into silver dollars, 
and the whole capacity of the mints would be employed in coining 
the silver dollar. Whatisthe result? The coinage of gold is stopped. 
You cannot coin gold with the present capacity of your mintsif you 
admit silver without limit to the coinage and with the privilege of 
free coinage. Every Senator can see that. 

Then you have to do one of two things, if you admit unlimited free 
coinage of silver: you have either to appropriate money and multi- 
ply your mints and increase your labor and expenses immensely, or 
you have to stop the coinage of gold and fractional silver. One of 
But will you increase your mints, and 
will you increase your labor and expense to relieve a suffering people 
in order to increase the amount of silver coinage for the benetit of 
silver-bullion holders? The country isin no condition at present, in 
my judgment, for large appropriations to increase the minting power. 

Then, again, we are told that if you employ the whole capacity of 


professed objects and | the mints as they now stand to coin silver dollars, the extent of that 
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capacity is to coin $50,000,000 per annum, while at the present coin- 
ing of gold and silver we can coin from eighty to one hundred mill- 
ions. You will lessen the amount of metallic money by driving off | 
gold in order to coin unlimited silver. That is not the way to relieve 
the people. 

Without these two amendments which are covered by the amend- | 
ment of the Finance Committee of the Senate you drive us to the | 
necessity of stopping the coinage of gold without any reference now | 
to the question of value between the two metals; you drive us to 
that necessity as a matter of physical capacity of the mints or you 
drive us to the necessity of increasing the mints by large appropria- 
tions in order to enable bullion-holders to have free coinage of silver 
dollars and make individual fortunes. I trust, therefore, that these 
two amendments will be adopted. They are embraced in the one re- 


ported by the Finance Committee of the Senate and, if adopted, I say | 


will greatly improve this bill. 


Now, Mr. President, I come to the main question that I think is | 


involved under this bill, and I shall discuss it as briefly as I can. 

I object, in the third place, to the unlimited tender power which it 
is proposed by this bill to give to the silver dollar. On the subject 
of the power of the General Government to make anything a legal 
tender, if it were an original question, I have my views. I think the 
power “ to coin money and regulate the value thereof” does not in- 
clude the power to make a legal tender, and I do not believe that 


Congress in fact has the power to make a legal tender of anything, | 
even gold and silver. Money is a legal tender; and Congress has | 


power to make money; but money becomes a legal tender not be- 
canse Congress says so, but because it is the law of the contract. 
When a man gives his obligation to pay dollars, his promise is to pay 


the stamped coin of the Government; and because dollars are the | 
stamped coin of the Government, and because the contract promised | 


to pay dollars, therefore he tenders what under his contract he prom- 
ised to pay, and for that reason it is a legal tender. But the legal- 
tender power, strictly speaking, is a different power. What is that? 


tender, and the evidence to establish a refusal, and the effect on the 
contract of the tender and refusal. 


Now, the evidence necessary to prove a tender, the evidence neces- | 


sary to prove a refusal, and the etfect of the tender and the refusal 
upon the contract, are questions for each State to determine for itself, 
not for this Government. If I give a man my note by which I prom- 
ise to pay him five bushels of wheat, if on the day that note falls due 
J tender him five bushels of wheat it is a legal tender. Why? Not 
because Congress has said wheat is a legal tender, but because it is the 
obligation of my contract. But the terms upon which the tender 
shall be made, and the evidence by which the refusal shall be proven, 
and the reasons for refusal, and the effect of refusal of the tender, are 
all questions which must be regulated by the statutes of the State, 
and each State for itself; and that is what we mean by the law of 
Jegal tender. 

But I pass that, becanse I see it has been the custom of the Gov- 
ernment to give this legal-tender power to gold and silver, and even 
to minor coins, and therefore I will assume, in deference to the prece- 
dents of the past, that the power to make silver a legal tender does 
exist; and if the power to make silver or gold legal tender does exist 
in Congress, then of course it follows that Congress has power to 
qualify that tender in any way it sees proper. 

Here comes the main point of difference between me and my friends 
here. I take it, from all the discussions I have heard in this body, 
that every man on this floor desires a silver dollar that shall be equal 
to the gold dollar; I mean equal in commercial value. I do not believe 
any Senator will stand up here and say to the country that he desires 
to coin a depreciated dollar, worth less than one hundred cents. The 
Government has issued paper money which has circulated at less than 
par value; but the Government never intended that should be so. 
it has issued all its greenback currency, and what is it? A promise 
to pay so many dollars. Here is the bill: “I promise to pay $5.” The 
Government never intended that that should be worth less than $5. 
Commerce makes it worth less; but when the Government comes to 
redeem it it must redeem it with $5. A very different thing is this of 
the Government putting its stamp on a coin and saying, “ This isa 
dollar,” when in point of fact the Government knows it is but ninety 
cents. In that case the Government coins a falsehood, and does it 
knowingly. Now, then, I say Ido not believe there is a Senator in 
my hearing who will get up before this country and say that he de- 
sires to coin a silver dollar which is really worth but ninety cents 
and make it pass for $1. In other words, you do not desire to coin 
debased money. We all agree upon this proposition, that 4124 grains 
of silver, which formerly made a dollar in silver, now only make 
ninety or ninety-two cents. There is no dispute here as to that prop- 
osition. Four hundred and twelve and one-half grains of silver are 
worth ninety cents. Why do you propose to coin it and call it a dol- | 
lar? Iam going to treat my friends fairly because I know they are | 
patriotic and honest. 
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| ninety cents, or ninety-two cents, will become worth a dollar. Tl 
| is your position. Dol not stateitfairly? Precisely; and if yo 

just wait with patience you will find that Istate ever ; 
| fect fairness. I do not believe that the remonetization of silver with 





Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 
Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to state distinctly that I made no such 





admission as he has stated. We do not admit that 4124 grains of | 
silver coined by law with legal-tender power are only worth ninety | 
cents to the dollar. On the contrary, we say that two silver half | 
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dollars containing only 385.8 grains sell to-day in the Noy Y 
market for 95.58 cents in gold. pore 

Mr. HILL. If my friend will just wait, he will be astonj. 
see how unnecessary his statement was. I am not Stating what; 
silver dollar will be worth after it is coined, for I know his oo = 
on that; but he starts out with the fact that is not proved "| e 
that the proposition is that 412} grains of silver, nine-tenths { e 
to-day, in commercial value, worth ninety cents. That is wt r 
said, us 

Mr. COCKRELL. As bullion. 

Mr. HILL. I said distinctly 412} grains, which represented a dol 
lar, which is not a dollar now; but we are talking about vies 
a dollar. As it now stands, we agree that in commerce it is wort) 
ninety cents, or ninety-twocents. Very well. Now, here is the dig, : 
ence. The Senators who support this bill as it stands, without nanos d. 
ment, insist that, if silver shall be remonetized and given this Joo). 
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tender power, then the 412} grains, which in bullion is worth j 
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unlimited legal-tender power will make it worth a dollar, If I be 
lieved it I would vote with you. Coining a silver dollar equal to a 
gold dollar cannot harm anybody. That is what my friend wants 
and what we all want. We will all vote for a silver dollar that i: 
equal to a gold dollar. What are we quarreling about when all agree 
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| that nobody can be harmed by that? 


Why do you say that in your judgment the remonetization of silyer 
by the passage of this bill will make ninety-two cents of silver wort) 
a dollar? I state your argument fairly. You say that the demone-. 
tization of silver is the cause of the depreciation of that money, and 
this singular logic has gone all over the country. You can find it 


a thousand newspapers to-day. Every time that we say that 4124 
| grains of silver are not worth a dollar we are met with the reply. 
It is the law which prescribes the evidence which shall establish a 


pny, 
“that is because the Government of the United States demonetized 
it; the United States has disowned its money, and therefore jt has 
depreciated in value.” Even the venerable Senator from Ohio [Mr 
THURMAN ] uses that argument, and uses it with a great deal of earn- 
estness. Now, gentlemen, if your premise be true; if it be true that 
the simple demonetization of silver or its being stricken from tl 
coinage of the United States is the cause of its present depreciat 
then your conclusion is correct, and its restoration to the coinage and 
remonetization would increase its value and carry it back; because 
if you remove the cause you remove the effect. But, in order to re- 
move an effect you must remove all the cause that produced it. Do 
you not perceive that your position, that the demonetization of silver 
by the United States is the cause of its depreciation, is itself an 


@ 
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| assumption? You do not prove that; you assume it. The newspa- 


pers of the country are filled with it and the whole country, there- 
fore, hold us up as intentionally keeping silver depreciated by retus- 
ing to repeal an act which caused silver to be depreciated. You hold 
the Government up as responsible for its depreciation. 

Is there any necessity for us to deceive ourselves upon this sub- 
ject? I think none in the world. In the first place, it seems to me 
illogical to say that the act of 1873 was the cause of the depreciation 
in silver as money, because silver at that time was not money, it was 
not in circulation. The act of 1873 did not destroy silver as a circu- 
lating medium in this country. Depreciated paper did that work. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from Georgia permit me to 
ask him a question just there? 

Mr. HILL. Certainly. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask the Senator whether the position that 
he takes, that to remonetize silver will not appreciate its value, is not 
itself a mere assumption; and in connection with that Task hi 
further question whether before our act of demonetization there lad 
been a depreciation in silver bullion ? 

Mr. HILL. If my friend will just wait he will be perfectly aston- 
ished to see how unnecessary his question is. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Answer me. 

Mr. HILL. What was your first question ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. My first question was whether it is not mere 
assumption—— 

Mr. HILL. I remember now. Yes, it is; but I do not intend to 
let it rest there as youdo. I intend to prove my assumption and you 
do not prove yours. That is the difference between us. I admit as 
far as I have gone it is a mere assumption to say that remonetization 
will not restore its value; but wait and hear my reasons for it. 

Mr. WALLACE. Will the Senator permit a question ? 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir, if it is necessary I will; but there are so many 
unnecessary questions put to me that I am almost afraid to yield. 

Mr. WALLACE. The power given is “to coin money and regulate 
the value thereof.” The question I want to ask the Senator is whether 
he will take a piece of silver of 412} grains, not coined as money, and 
regulate its value, or whether he will first coin the money and then 
regulate the value between the moncy silver and the money gol ? 

Mr. HILL. I will come to my remedies, and I will tell the Senato 
when I get to that point. I am now discussing the question 
produced the depreciation in silver, and I will be exceedingly obliged 
if gentlemen will let me goon and discuss the question I am discuss 
ing. 
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Then why do you say that the act of 1873 produced a depreciation 
. lyer as money When silver was not in fact money? How long 
fter its passage before that act ought to have had such an effect ? 
But, Senators, was the United States the only country that demone- 

oj silver? I have collated the facts on this subject and I invite 
ne atte ntion of the Senate to them. The United States struck the 
silver dollar from the coinage, as we all know, in 1873. We have 
hoard a great deal to the effect that Germany also adopted the single 
wold standard in 1873. That is true. Then, further, Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden demonetized silver in 1872-73, beginning the 
‘work in 1872 and completing it in 1873. Holland commenced the 
Jemonetization of silver in 1872 and completed its work in 1875. So 

re are five countries besides the United States which between 

-) and 1875 demonetized silver. That is not all. France, Bel- 
jum, Switzerland, Italy, and Greece, embracing the Latin monetary 
union, restricted the coinage of silver, and finally suspended that 
eoin in 1574. They did not destroy the legal-tender power of silver 
already coined. 


1x7) did. Here, then, are ten nations besides the United States, 
vreat commercial nations, embracing the greatest commercial nations 
of the earth, that demonetized silver about the same time the United 
States demonetized it. 

Lask my friends what right have you to say that the action of the 
United States alone out of eleven nations produced a given result ? 
If all these states had an agency in producing this result, I ask you 
what right you have to say the reversion of its action by the United 
States alone will restore the result and remedy the evil? You can- 
not say that. You cannot say that a result which is produced by the 


action of eleven nations will be remedied by the change in its action | 


of one of them. That is unreasonable. 

But in my judgment—and I am giving my opinion and no other 
man’s—it was not the demonetization of silver either by the United 
States or the other ten nations that alone produced the depreciation 
in silver. On the contrary, it is my opinion that the wisdom of the 
statesmen of those countries discerned coming events and they deter- 
mined for other causes to demonetize silver ; and now to those causes 
J invite the attention of the Senate. First, let us look at the produc- 
tion of silver. I wish Senators to direct their attention to this ques- 
tion as it affects entirely the depreciation of the metal. In 1861 we 
are told that the American product of silver was $2,000,000 ; by 1864 it 
increased to $11,000,000 ; in 1870 it increased to $16,000,000 ; in 1575 it 
increased to $32,000,000; and in 1877 it increased to about $40,000,000. 
Mark you. Up tothe time of the depreciation of silver the increase 
in the product of silver since 1861 in the United States had been 
1,500 per cent. by the statistics. The production of the world up 
to 1N6L had reached $40,000,000 per year. In 1875 it had reached 
$20,000,000, an increase of 100 per cent. That is the increase of the 
production, and this wonderful increase in its production seems to 
have culininated to its high point about the time silver commenced 
to depreciate. Let us look at the demand in the mean time. I will 
take only one country for a specimen. During the four years of the 
American war American cotton was cut off from Europe and the 
world. India cotton therefore came into great demand and rose to a 
high price and increased largely in production. What was the result? 
During the four years of the war the exportation of silver to India 
alone amounted to $67,000,000 per annum. 

Mr. BUTLER. From where ? 

Mr. HILL. From France and England. One year France itself 
exported $65,000,000. Therefore the great demand forsilver. It took 
$67,000,000 a year on an average during the four years of the war. 
During the four years succeeding the war, when our southern cotton 
was coming back into demand, thereby lessening the value and prod- 
uct of India cotton, and therefore lessening the power of India to 
take silver, the demand of India alone fell to $35,000,000 a year. 
demand fell in 1868, so Dr. Linderman tells us, to $8,000,000; in 
1-70-71, in twelve months thereafter, it fell to $5,000,000. In the four 
years after 1871, including 1875, the average exportation of silver to 
India was $10,000,000. So that, during this very period, when silver 
commenced declining, its product had risen since 1861 1,500 per cent. 
in the United States and 100 per cent. in the world, and its demand 
in one great silver country alone had decreased 85 per cent! So great 
was this decrease in the demand and its effect upon silver that, not- 
withstanding, in consequence of the famine, the demand for India 
and China greatly increased again in 1876, it had not the effect of re- 
Storing silver to its former value. 

Now, I put it to your candor, when the production of silver had so 
greatly increased, when the demand for silver had so greatly declined, 
both from the failure and inability to get it in the countries of the 
east, and when eleven countries had discarded it as money or stopped 
its Coinage, why is it, in the face of these great facts, that you in- 
‘ist upon saying that the depreciation of silver was caused by the 
(lemonetization act of 1873? Do you believe that the great increase 
in its production, the great decline in its demand had no effect upon 
its value? Do you not believe that they were somewhat causes in 
producing that effect ? If they were, I ask every candid Senator upon 
this floor to tell me why it is that you insist upon telling the country 


he ; : os : 
that the only cause of the depreciation of the commercial value of | 


~— was the act of 1873. Is it fair to make that statement? 
leven nations during this very period have discarded silver from 


They did not establish nominally a single gold | 
standard, but they stopped the coinage of silver, just as our act of | 








| and you inflict very great mischief upon the country. 


This | 


| ard. 
| standard. 


their coinage. Fifteen hundred per cent. increase in its production 
by the United States, 100 per cent. increase in its production in the 
world, and 85 per cent. decrease in its demand! Yet gentlemen tell 
me there is but one cause for the depreciation of silver. Looking at 
this question fairly, with a perfectly impartial :aind, I must come to 
the conclusion that the cause of the depreciation in silver is to be 
found not in the act of any one nation, but in the acts of eleven 
nations and in the fact of its greatly increased production and the 
great decline in the demand for it. I believe I am reasonable in the 
statement, and if I come te that conclusion are you justified or is 
any one justified in saying that but one part of the cause produced 
the whole effect ? 

Mr. BAILEY. Will the Senator permit me to ask him a question 
just in that connection ? 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAILEY. I understand the Senator to say that the position 
taken by the advocates of the silver bill on the floor of the Senate 
has been that the whole cause of the depreciated value of silver is 
to be found in its demonetization by the Government of the United 
States. Do I understand him to state that? 

Mr. HILL, I have understood that to be the position of half a 
dozen Senators on this floor, and I have seen it in a thousand news- 
papers almost. 

Mr. BAILEY. I speak of the discussion on the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. HILL. Oh, I do not say that all of you have said it. 

Mr. BAILEY. Ido not say so. 

Mr. HILL. Then you admit what I say, that the demonetization 
of silver by the United States did not alone produce its depreciation. 
I put you on one horn of the dilemma or the other. Do you admit 
that the demonetization by the United States alone did not produce 
the depreciation of silver? If you admit that, then I ask what right 
have you to say that the passage of this bill remonetizing silver will 
cure the depreciation and restore it to its former value? You have 
no right tosay it. You must find out the cause of the depreciation 
and remove the whole cause if you would remove the whole effect. 
I will state fairly that I believe the remonetization of silver by the 
United States will have some effect in restoring its value. I do not 
know how mucb, and therefore, as you will find directly, I am unwill- 
ing to adopt a measure which proposes simply to increase the weight 
of silver, because we cannot tell now exactly how much effect remone- 
tization will have in restoring its value. But that it will have the 
full effect of restoring its value I cannot believe. It may have a 
temporary effect, more apparent than real, and not by any means 
permanent. It may seemingly restore it for a little while, but it 
cannot last. 

Then I put this to Senators: As you do not wish to coin a depre- 
ciated money, as all the causes which we may reasonably say have 


| united in producing its depreciation cannot be removed by us, as we 


can only remove one, as we will in all probability fail to restore by 
the act of one nation the value of silver in equal value to that of the 
gold dollar, you see the hazard at once of passing this bill without 
any limitation upon it. If you do produce a dollar that is not worth 
a golddollar you see you derange the currency, you confuse all values, 
You admit 
that you ought to avoid that. Will it not be better, then, instead of 
risking this terrible evil upon the country at this particular juncture 
to avoid it if we possibly can? 

Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAXEY. If silver were at a premium of 3 per cent. in 1873 
when it was demonetized, is it necessary to bring it back to that 
rate in order to justify the recoinage of it? 

Mr. HILL. I must say to my friend from Texas that that is a very 
unnecessary question. I have said fifty times in language as strong 
as I can use that I would have a silver dollar equal to the gok 
dollar. 

Mr. MAXEY. 
Mr. HILL. 
other. All I want is equality. That is the condition of the compan- 
ionship of the two metals, as I said to the Senator from Maine. How 
may you avoid these disastrous consequences and yet give the people 
a silver dollar? You can do it, in my opinion, in either one of three 
ways. Youcan do it by increasing the weight. I prefernot to adopt 
that method. I say to my eloquent friend from Connecticut [Mr. 
EATON] and the Senator from Michigan [Mr. CuRIsTIANCY ] and the 
Senator from Maine, [ Mr. BLAINg,] who have already offered amend- 
ments to increase the weight of the silver doilar, that is a wise meas- 
ure, it is a proper remedy, but in my opinion it is not the best, and I give 
this reason for it, that you cannot tell now at what weight you should 
fix the silver dollar. If you were to fix a weight to-morrow that 
would be equal to gold, the next day it might not be and the same 
evil would occur. We must adopt some system, if we can, by which 
we can keep the silver equal to the gold dollar in purchasing power 


t 
It will be more than equal when remonetized. 
Ido not want either metal of superior value to the 


| and in commercial value. 


The whole difticulty of the double standard springs up when you 
undertake to equalize the dollar by weight. That is a very great dif- 
ficulty in the present condition of the country, when a majority of 
the commercial nations of the earth are discarding the double stand- 
I am not going into the question of the single and double 
I only say that out of thirty-three nations, not count- 
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ing the United States, fifteen have already adopted the single gold 


standard, ten have adhered to the single silver standard, and only 
t have the double standard of gold and silver; so that the tend- 

cy of the world is clearly to establish the single gold standard. At 

e I do not propose to discuss the single gold standard for this 
but for the reason given I prefer not to increase the weight 

verdollar. Then I propose to retain 4124 grainsof silver, nine- 

ne, asthe silverdollar. Ilow, then, will you prevent its depre- 
ciation? One way isto limit the coinage. That is not the best way, 
but that is a way, and you may have to cometothat. Whenever you 
limit the supply of an article you necessarily increase the value of 
that artiele. If you will limit the coinage of your silver when you 
get the proper limitation upon its coinage, it will fill the natural de- 
mand for it, and then of course you will increase its value. The fact 
stated by the Senator from Ohio that the ratio in France is only 154 
of silver to 1 of gold, and yet it is equal to gold in circulation as 
money, is true, but why ? Because France absolutely prohibited the 
increase of 


nthst 


those dollars. 

Mr. ALLISON. How many had they? 

Mr. HILL. Ido not remember. I suppose you know. 

Mr. ALLISON. Between $300,000,000 and $400,000,000, 

Mr. HILL. Very well; still France has stopped the coinage and 


she keeps silver at par. 
she keep her mints closed? Because, as my friend must admit, the 
French people know that if they do what you propose to do by this 
bill, reopen the mints or restore the unlimited free coinage of silver. 
her silver would go down in twenty-four hours and it would drive 
the other metal, gold, away, which isthe same thing. Whenever you 
depreciate one metal you drive the other away. That is an estab- 
lished fact. France stopped the coinage of silver to prevent that 
effect and retain her gold. 

I am willing for you to have silver; I am asilver man. I protest 
here and now against the constantly repeated arguments on this floor 
that those of us who cannot support this bill want to destroy all the 
silver in the country. We want to regulate silver so as to keep it 
equal with gold and thus keep both in the country. 
want, and then you can have as much of it as you please. 
ple ol 
large 


The exam- 

France proves to us that it is possible to have silver, and a 
amount of silver even, at less than 4124 grains, less than 16 to 
1, and it will keep at par, but it is done by a limitation npon the coin- 
age. There can be no other reason for it. Here you propose an un- 
limited free coinage. 

Mr. ALLISON. No. 

Mr. HILL. You do not. 
came from the House. 

But I believe the most effective way and the permanent way to keep 
the purchasing power of the silver dollar equal to the purchasing 
power of the gold dollar is to prescribe for silver an appropriate and 
litting place in the field of currency which will take it out of competi- 
tion with gold. 1 do not mean to make it alone in this country a sub- 
sidiary coin. Iam willing to compromise and get together and have 
accord on this subject, and make silver more than a subsidiary coin, 
but I would limit its legal-tender power. Why? For the very reason 
of the example you have before you. The Senator from Missouri has 
thrown it in our faces that two of the present half dollars are of less 
weight than 4124 grains and yet they pass at par. Why? Isit because 
the value of the silver in them is equal to 25.8 grains of gold? No, 
sir; but because of the limit in legal-tender power and because there 
is no other currency with which it comes in competition. 
very same reason your minor Coins pass at par. 
par and so the copper cent passes. 


I mean the advocates of the bill as it 


The nickel passes at 


and the nickel three-cent piece and the nickle five-cent piece? Be- 


cause they perform the function of change, the function of a money | 


which there is no other money to perform. . 
Soin England, Look at her case. England you say has demone- 
tized silver; but yet England makes coined silver a subsidiary coin 


and she gives the silver money higher legal-tender power than we | 


have done with our fractional currency. She makes it alegal tender 
for about $10. What is the result? England circulates from eighty 
to a hundred millions of silver and it is not equal in value to our 
silver dollar. She buys the silver bullion at 53 pence, coins it and 
puts it in cireulation at 66, thereby making 13 pence, or 26 per cent. 
nearly. 

llow does she do it? By simply limiting the legal-tender power, 
by simply giving silver a field in which it does not come into compe- 
tition with gold. What should you do here? Limit the legal-tender 


of the people. 


tender for $100, the people will have it for all the purposes they need 
or desire, and it will go just as much into circulation as if you were 
to make it an unlimited legal tender, and it will be just as valuable 


to the people and it will not drive out the gold from circulation or 
from the country. 


In thatevent I believe the silver dollar of 412} grains would have as | 


much purchasing power asthe golddollar. Thatis my opinion. Why 
not do it if we can thus avoid this confusion and all hazard and yet 
gratify the people? The people demand of you the silver dollar, but 
they do not demand of you a silver dollar that shall drive out the gold 


She closes down her mints, and why does | 


| even more, for a compromise. 


That is all I | 


| come to an honest standard. 
| circulation, each equal to the other, and a paper money convertible 
For the | 


They are not equal in commercial | 
value to gold or silver, but why is it that we all take a copper cent | 


from the country. They do not tell you in what way to giye 
the silver dollar; they leave that to your wisdom, and they ox; 
you to do it in a manner that will be wise and that will secure ; 
between the silver dollar and the gold dollar. The Senator foe 
Ohio said, and justly said, that the silver money is the money of 4. 
common people. That is true, and will the Senate take the hazey 
of throwing out to the country a money that is to be used ae a : 
common people which will be less valuable than the gold whi) : 
used by the rich people? Will that be justice to the laborine , 
will that be justice to the poor class? Ah, gentlemen, whey vo 
home and tell the people that you have passed a bill whic; 
them a silver dollar, and they find out that you have give 
silver dollar of less value than the gold dollar, they wil] \ 
know why you have thus discriminated against them. 

Both by our own example and by the example of England and 
the reason of the thing I think it would be wise to limit tly 
tender power of silver, giving it a place in the currency whic! 


l ty 
ch } 


y 
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th 
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| occupy without competition with gold, just as the minor coins oem 


a distinct field. Then silver will be always at par and have an « 
purchasing power with gold in the ordinary business of the cou): a 
and there will be no necessity to be constantly re-enacting 
keep silver and gold equal. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to ask hin 
whether he would favor the use of silverin the payment of the bond ' 
debt of the United States or the interest thereof? 

Mr. HILL. Iam coming to that directly, my friend. 
to deal with the bonds. 


aws to 


I am going 
My opinion is that the bonds ought to be 


| lifted out of this question, provided we can lessen taxation by j 


I am coming to that directly. I would give silver a legal-tend 
power for all payments in any one payment not exceeding $100, oy 
I am willing to do that, and I beliey: 
the country would accept it, and would be gratified by it. 1 believe 
it would preserve the value of the silver dollar without increasing its 
weight. I do not insist upon $100 as the limit; I will be reasonable 
on that. point. It is the principle I am after. I believe at last you 
have got to come to that. I believe that is going to be the result of 
all this confusion in the world about the single and double standard, 
It is not natural, it never was intended by nature, that silver should 
have the same extent of circulation that gold has. Who would think 


| of coining a twenty-dollar silver piece? No one; any more than you 


would think of coining a dollar copper piece. We will build ont 


| financial temple thus: we will have copper and nickel for the mud 
| sills; let us then make silver the basement, and let us make its super- 
| structure of gold. 


Give each its place. Give the copper and the 
nickel their place in circulation, silver its place in circulation, gold 
its place; and above gold let there be drafts, checks, and such paper 
money as you may see proper to authorize. 

That, I believe, Mr. President, is a solution of this question. I sul 
mit these views with diffidence because I admit that it is a very com- 
plicated and difficult subject in any view, but I believe that is what 
we ought todo. I do confessI do not contemplate with the slightes 
degree of pleasure the proposition that we are to multiply the depre- 
ciated money of this country, and prolong and increase the agonies 
of the people which result from that depreciated money. I want to 
I would have gold and silver both in 


into either according to law. Then I believe confidence will be re 
stored; then I believe business will revive; then I believe these fail 
uresand bankruptcies will begin to end; then I believe the laborer 
will begin to have bread and the naked will begin to have clothing. 
It isstrange to me, after the world has passed through so many revo- 
Jjutions and has so often felt the bad effects of a depreciated currency 
in producing first speculation and extravagance, then collapse, and 
then bankruptcies, that we will not see that it is precisely the ordeal 


| through which this country is now passing, and that there is no es- 


cape and no remedy for it until you get back to a sound currency 
But a sound currency in this country means gold and silver money 
equal each to the other, and a paper money equal to either. That is 
what it means, and nothing else. 

Give me good reasons for believing that remonetization alone will 


| restore silver to an equal value with gold and I will support the 


measure. But for the reasons I have given, with the plain history 
of the world occurring at the very time this silver began to depre- 
ciate, (for the greatest depreciation of silver occurred in 1876, when 
it fell 20 per cent.,) I am convinced that all these canses culminating 


just at that time, this demonetization by eleven nations, this great 
| increase in production and the 
power of the silver dollar, and give ample silver to supply the wants | 
I am willing to agree upon any reasonable amount. | 
My own opinion is that if you will make the silver dollar a legal | 


eat decline in its demand, combined 
to produce that wonderful result in the history of this country. Be- 
lieving so I am not willing, anxious as I am to be in accord with my 
friends on this subject, to take the hazard of driving the gold from 
the country for money that I believe will be more depreciated than 
the greenback, and that will pull the greenback down to it, and post- 


= resumption and continue this condition of uncertainty and 


1ardship and suffering among the people. 

Mr. President, I have taken so much longer than I expected that 
I shall hurry on. I have disposed of the questions that I think are 
before the Senate. I do not say that I will insist on all the amet d- 


| ments that I have suggested as indispensable before I will vote for 
| the bill. 


I never will vote for it as it stands. I am willing to com- 
promise. I believe that gentlemen who differ with me on this qucs- 
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are as honest and patriotic as lam. They are men whom I love. | position. The republican party took the contrary position, that they 
I sire to be in accord with you in all things because I know your | ought to be paid in coin. The people, 1 think very unwisely, decid d 
worth. 1 am willing, therefore, to unite with you to bring about any | in favor of the republican party. 
othod that will reasonably secure what we all say we want, equality Mr. VOORHEES. Will the Senator from Georgia allow me to cor- 
+ value between these two metals, and hasten the period of resump- | rect him? In the State of Ohio and the State of Indiana the repub- 
| will unite with you in anything that is reasonable to that | lican party took precisely the same ground that the democratic party 
ad: but do not attach your support to a bill which I think is mon- | did on that question by resolution in their State conventions. . 
«in its character; a bill that I think will relieve nobody but a | Mr. HILL. 
ullion-holders and will enrich them; a bill that will multiply | money. 
bankruptcies of this country, which will increase the sufferings; Mr. VOORHEES. Yes. 
‘ thiscountry, Which will postpone the resumption of specie pay-| Mr. HILL. That was right. 
‘ants apd the day of a sound currency. Do not plant yourselves in 
vorof such a bill and say you will not move aninch. Come; we 
: alltogether. Our people areinterested. They are suffering. We 
ieire to relieve them. Why cannot we have wisdom enough to 
lopt a proper measure that will avoid the evils on the one hand and 
ire the good on the other? 
Mr. WITHERS. Let us do it. 
Mr. HILL. Exactly. Now let us go to work and do it; but you 
cay, “this bill or nothing.” 
“}laving disposed of these questions that belong to the issue I want 
to make a few more remarks upon matters which have been intro- 
duced into the discussion which I think have no relevancy, but it is 








The position was that the bonds were payable in lawful 





Well Iam not going to get up a divi- 
sion in the party here now. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Oh, no. 

Mr. HILL. I am opposed to that; I say that position was taken; I 
know it was argued in the canvass. 

Mr. BUTLER. That position was taken in the national conven- 
tion. 

Mr. HILL. Very well. The people decided against the democratic 
party, and I think very unwisely. The act of 1369 was the first act 
approved by General Grant, who was elected, as I understand it, in 
response to what they considered and claimed to be the verdict of the 
people in that election. So that if the people have authorized this 
act, and it is an unwise act, let the people who authorized it complain. 
»roner that I should say something about them. In the mean time I accept it as the law of the land, without any fur- 

Mr. President, with all due deference to every man in my hearing | ther controversy about it. 
ind to every member of the Senate, I enter my protest solemnly Then, as to the act of 1870: the great purpose of the act of 1870 
‘inst two arguments which have been too often used in this Hall | was simply to re-fund our debt at a lower interest. It authorized the 
and which are used every day through the country. I know of no | re-funding of our debt into 4, 43, and 5 percent. bonds, chietly, I 
way of dealing with a question but with frankness and candor. I | believe, four percents. Nobody, 1 suppose, can complain of that; but 
yepfesent nobody but the people, and the Government, and truth. I | a great hue and cry has gone out to the country about the act of 1873. 
care nothing for bondholders, or creditors, or bankers, or any other | I am not going to defend that act or any of these acts; I am not re- 
class of people. I believe that legislation which is wise for one class | sponsible for them; but I am only speaking of what I think the 
js wise for all classes. The man who attempts to array in this coun- | proper remedy is. Senators, what difference doesit make ? Suppose, 
iry the poor against the rich, and those who are not bankers and | for the sake of the argument, that it was unwise to strike silver from 
bondholders against those who are, and talks abont legislation for | the coinage in 1573, suppose it was done surreptitiously, that does not 
the benetit of a class, is doing Herculean work to destroy the happi- | affect the question of restoring silver now or not restoring it. We 
and interests of all classes. must determine, not whether it was wise to strike it from the coinage 
It has been said, and it has gone over the country in a thousand | of 1873, but whether it is wise to restore it now. We should deter- 
fascinating forms, that the bondholder bought his bond originally for | mine this question not according to the condition of things in 1873, 
sixty cents in the dollar or less. I have one word to say on that sub- | but according tothe condition of things now. Suppose it wasunwise 
ject: when the Government first negotiated its bonds we were en- | to strike silver from the coinage in 1873 under the condition of things 
gaged in aterrible sectional war. One party to the sectional fight had | then existing, still if under the condition of things as they now stand 
possession of the Government. It was uncertain what the result | it is unwise to restore it with unlimited legal-tender power will you 
would be. The depreciation upon that bond was the result of that | do an unwise act now because you condemn an unwise act then? 
uncertainty. I confess myself that I was on the side that was against | That is bad logic and worse statesmanship. Pass this bill or not, 
the bondholder, and I was doing my very best, honestly and consci- | according to the present condition of the country. If it is wise now 
ntiously, to make the bondholder lose not only the forty cents he | to restore silver, let us restore it; if it is wise not to restore it, let us 
sought to make, but the sixty cents he paid for the bond. I say | not restore it. If it is wise to restore it with limited legal-tender 
frankly and conscientiously I do not feel that it is becoming in me now | power, restore it on terms, and let us prescribe the terms and do 
to raise a hue and ery against the bondholder because in spite of my | whatever is wise and best for the country. 
ellorts to the contrary he made a good bargain out of it. If he made rhere is another style of argument to which I wish to express my 
a good bargain it is not my fault. It was a fair fight and I took the | utter dissent. There are some who claim that under these laws as 
consequences. I hope no southern man willever urge that argument. | they exist the bonds are now payable in gold alone. In my judgment 
Tsay it with profound kindness. Then, again, every day it is said | that is a totally untenable position. It is true, I admit, that you 
that originally the bonds were payable in currency, that they were | cannot pay the bonds in what was not coin; but if silver is restored 
payable in lawful money. That is clearly true. I believe according | to the coinage that moment the bonds are payable in silver as well as 
to the original law the bonds were payable in lawful money, which gold because the pledge in the act of 1869 is not to pay in gold, is 
neant legal-tender currency. not to pay in silver, but to pay in coin, and both silver and gold are 

Now, Mr. President, while upon this subject I will say that the | coin. So the act of 1870 expressly says that this bond is redeemable 
credit of the Government is as dear to me asto any man. During in coin. Silver at that time was of as much value as gold, and the 
the war I was doing what I thought was right. When I surrendered | best way for everybody to meet this question is to meet it according 
I surrendered honestly. I belong to this Government; it is my Gov- | to the facts. There is not a judge on earth who would not hold that 
ernment and mine forever, and I intend to be just as faithful in all | “coin” in the act of 1569 and the act of 1270 meant gold and silver. 
respects to the credit of the United States as 1 would have been to | You may by virtue of your scvereign power have a right to strike 
the credit of the Confederate States if they had succeeded. It is my | either from the coinage; but if both are coined, then the bond is pay- 
country, and I am gratified to know that no southern man upon this | able in either, and that position is the true one, the correct one., 
floor has thus far uttered a sentiment to the contrary, nor doI be-| Gentlemen who are anxious for the credit of the nation do an 
lieve one will. injustice when they charge bad faith upon the Government simply 

Dut it is said these bonds were originally payable in lawful money, | because it stands up to its contract. There is no bad faith in exe- 
that is, in greenbacks I admit that to be true. You say it was a | cuting the contract. 
great wrong to change that law. Gentlemen, let us deal with per- There is another thing I wish to say which has not been said. It 
fect fairness and candor here. The law which originally authorized | is said increase the weight of the silver dollar before you pay it to 
the bonds to be payable in lawful money also authorized that lawful | the bondholder. Under the act of 1569 all bonds issued before that 
money to be funded in 6 per cent. bonds. Congress afterward re- | day, or which have not been refunded under the act of 1570, are pay- 
pealed that binding portion of the law. Now, if you will insist it | able in gold or silver at whatever is the standard value of silver and 
was right to pay the bonds in lawful money you onght to restore the | gold when the bond is paid. But that rule does not apply to the 
funding quality of the money in which you paid it. That would be | bonds t!at have been issued under the act of 1870, because that act ex- 
asingular idea. Where would be the gain and benefit of paying for | pressly says they shall be redeemable in coin at the standard value of 
a bond in lawful money when the man who got the lawful money | that day; that is, in silver of 412} grains, in gold of 25.8 grains. You 
could turn right around and demand another bond ? Isuppose, if you | cannot change that act by changing your coinage law. That is fixed. 
Will make greenbacks fundable in 6 per cent. bonds there is not a | You may pass my friend’s [Mr. EaTon’s] bill to make a silver dollar 
bondholder now but would take them for his bonds, because it would | of 440 grains; but the bondholder is not entitled to 440 grains. He 
be worth a large premium, and he would go immediately and fund | is only entitled to 412}, because that was the standard value in 1470. 
them in 6 per cent. bonds. Though silver may fall in commercial value to 50 per cent. on tho 

Mr. KERNAN. Greenbacks would go up then. dollar, still if the United States chooses to pay in that coin, she has 
Mr. HILL. Yes, greenbacks would go up to gold. I do not think | the legal naked right to pay in silver worth 50 per cent. so it con- 
that we ought to rail against that act of 1869 for anotherreason. Ac- | tains 412} grains. That is the trne constraction of the contract. Lf 
cording to my recollection, in the great presidential contest of 1868 | silver increases in value the bondholder can only get 4124 grains to 
the democratic party took the distinct ground that these bonds were | the dollar. If silver decreases in value the bondholder can still get 
payable in lawful money. That is my recollection of the great Obio | his 412} grains, because that was the standard value of the silver 
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dollar in 1270. That any lawyer or any judge on earth I believe will 
be « omy lled to say. 

Mr. BUTLER. Is it wise? 

Mr. HILL. The question of wisdom is another thing; and here I 
want to make a remark which I wish the country to hear. There is 
a vast distinction between the right of the bondholder and the policy 
and credit of the Government. This thing of charging every man 
who wants to maintain the credit of the Government with being on 
the side of the bondholder is not only unfair but,it assumes that the 
people whom such speakers represent are against the credit of the 
Government. My opinion is that it is the interest of all classes of this 
country, and of none more than the laboring classes, to maintain the 
very highest credit for the Government. 

Now how are statesmen to meet this question ? Here is a condition 
of things nobody anticipated at the time the law was passed. The 
object of the act of 1570 was to lessen the burdens of the people by 
funding the debt at a lower rate of interest. At the time of the pas- 
sage of both these acts, 1369 and 1870, silver was fully equal to gold, 
if not better. Therefore the word “coin” was used, which included | 
both silver and gold. But there has followed a condition of things 
which nobody had anticipated, which the Government did not antici- 
pate. The increase in the production of silver, the decline in the de- 
mand for it, the natural tendency of the commercial world to discard 
silver and adopt the gold standard, have carried silver below where | 
any of us thought it would go. Now, what is to be done in this situ- 
ation? I trust nobody on this floor will cater to a desire in anybody | 
to pay the bondholders as cheap as you can or, as the common saying 
is, cheat them as much as youcan. Deal fairly, deal justly, deal hon- 
orably. A government cannot afford to be anything else than hon- 


orable and just. The bondholder must be content with his contract | 


if the Government insists upon it. The Government must stand up 
to its contract. There is no bad faith when the contract is discharged 
according to its terms. 

Now, what will you do? I think this is the wise course for us to 
pursue. I suppose every gentleman will admit that under the pres- 
ent state of things, with the development made by this discussion 
that has been going on now for two months, there will be no more 4 
per cent, bonds negotiated. I do not suppose that any capitalist, 
when he learns that he is to be compelled to take silver at whatever | 
depreciation, at the option of the Government, and when there is 
such a clamor raised in the country to make him take it, will ever 
take a 4 per cent. bond under existing law. I do not suppose any 
man on this floor thinks he will. Now, then, what will you do? If 
the present laws remain as they are the result is the people must pay 


a high rate of interest. This generation will not pay the principal. 
You cannot expect this generation to pay the principal. I do not 
think we ought to require this generation to pay the principal; but 
this generation must pay the interest; and now is it not wisdom, is | 


it not our duty to adopt such a plan as if possible will procure a 

lower rate of interest for the people? We are told officially by the 

Secretary of the Treasury that if we can fund our existing debt in 

4 per cent. bonds we shall save $23,000,000 annually in interest to 

the tax-payers. Gentleman, you who cry relief for the people, you | 
who talk about an overburdened people, here is an opportunity to 
serve the people, serve them really, save them $23,000,000 annually. 
Hiow will you doit? The way is plain. Do not stand here trying to 
bring into disrepute the existing laws of the country; do not stand 
here abusing the bondholders and arraying class against class. Do 
this: remove the confusion and uncertainty which have grown up 
since the enactment of the present iaw, and say to the capitalists of | 
the world that the Secretary of the Treasury may negotiate a new 
bond payable in gold if they will take the bond at 4 per cent. 

We do not expect to see silver always less than gold. If silver de- 
preciates we cannot govern it by arguments. We expect to make 
silver equal to gold and our paper equal to gold. There is no harm, 
therefore, in making a new contract with a new law. It is a matter 
of business; it is a matter of common sense. The capitalist is ready 
to exchange a bond bearing 6 per cent. to avoid the dangers of silver 
fluctuation; but the capitalist is not willing to change that and take 
a low rate of interest and continue that risk of flactuation under ex- 
isting laws. He may for the purpose of a safe and secure invest- 


ment be willing to take a 4 per cent. bond if it is certainly payable | 


in gold, 

Now remove the doubt. Pass laws authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to enter into negotiations by which he shall refund all 
our debt in 4 per cent. bonds, and make them for that reason, to se- 
cure that consideration, payable in gold. Why not? You remove 
the doubt; you take the bond out of this whole question ; and if you 
do give him a bond payable in gold you simply do it for the benefit 
of the people by lessening the interest which the people have to pay. 
It is not forthe benefit of the bondholder that I am in favor of giv- 
ing this bond ; it is for the benefit of the people ; it is a question of | 
taxation. Twenty-three million dollars saved to the people is no 
sinall matter. I do not want to cheat the Government; I do not 
want to cheat the bondholder; but I am willing to make a new con- 
tract, because the value of the present one is uncertain to the cred- | 
itor and burdensome to the people. Now let both people and bond- 
holder be satisfied, come together in the spirit of honesty and candor, 
and let us make a new contract and remove the uncertainty which 
the bondholder dislikes, and remove on the other hand the burden of | 


| weaken? Sir, what means it when we hear speeches, and able 
| speeches, deliberate speeches, eloquent speeches, prepared speeches, 


ARY & 


interest which bears so heavily on the people, That is my ppo, 
tion. ’ 

Mr. President, I protest, therefore, against everything that te; 
bring the laws of the country into disrepute, and I protest en 
against everything that attempts to claim by interpolatio: 
for anybody under the law that he is not entitled to. 

Mr. President, I shall conclude what I have to say. I know whos 
I am going to say in conclusion is prompted by no feeling of Passio 
or prejudice. It is prompted by nothing but an honest pr 
offer in my place in this Chamber a warning to the countn 
evils which I think are entirely probable if certain courses are oo, 
tinued. My friend from Connecticut, [Mr. EATON, ] in a speech w} 
he made, remarkable for ability, eloquence, and patriotism rarely 
passed, uses these words: : 


) 
er 


1a le 


ITpose to 


y aga 


Agrarianism and communism will never find a foothold in the This, 
Appeals against classes and sections have been heretofore and doubtless y 
be made, but confiding as I do in the good sense of the people they pass 
the “idle wind, which I respect not.” P 


Stat 


These are noble words, worthy of the best men in the best ages of 
any country. Would I could feel as my honorable friend gs, 
feels. Would I could feel justified in believing there was no dy . 
of the evils to which he alludes; but, sir, I cannot do it. We 3) 
know that the passions of a people may be lashed into a fury whj 
no power can control. 
Sir, the people of the United States, we know by sad experie; 

have been persuaded to believe that it was a religious duty to destr 
by force a property recognized by the Constitution. Can my } 


1 


Vv 


| able friend the Senator from Connecticut read those lines of comp 


sory repudiation in the Constitution of the country, which he and I 
are sworn to support and will support, and not feel his contice: 


seeking to prove tothe country that all the laws which form the 
basis to-~lay of the credit of the Government were passed by fraud, 


bought through Congress for the purpose of making slaves of the 


| common people to a moneyed aristocracy? Sir, those words, “ pirates” 


“bloated money-holders,” “fortunate men living in ease on the labor 
of others,” “tyrants seeking to enslave the poor,” these are familia 
words in the vocabulary of American fanaticism and demagogism, 
and they have had their career of blood and waste and terror. For 


. 
[ 


| myself I stand here to rejoice in the recollection that on no occasion, 


under no circumstances, have I ever tanght either individuals or a 
people that there is any possible contingency which can justify the 
disregard of a solemn obligation of any kind. The first sin is not the 


| easiest committed, Tell me not that there is no danger of repudia- 


tion in this country—ay, no danger of agrarianism and communism 
and crusades against property, when the country has written all over 
it in letters of blood a chapter of history which tells of nothing but 
a crusade against property. 

Sir, there is but one patriotic course for men to pursue in the high 
positions of this country. Call back, if you can, the people to an 
honest, renewed recognition of the obligations of contracts and of 
covenants. Teach the present generation, teach all generations that 
unflinching fidelity to obligations, fidelity to constitutional obliga- 


| tions, and fidelity to contract obligations, through all trials and at 


any cost, is the purest religion, the wisest statesmanship, and the 
highest patriotism. 

Mr. WITHERS. Mr. President, I offer no apology for continuing 
this debate, already protracted through so many weeks. The mag- 
nitude of the interests involved, the intricacy of the subject itself, 
the contrariety and diversity of views to which Senators have given 
expression on this tloor, representing almost every conceivable shade 


| of opinion, justify, nay, I may say they demand the thorongh inves- 


tigation and discussion of this bill and the pending amendinents. 
The financial condition of our country is truly alarming and anom- 
alous. Possessing all the elements of prosperity, with a fertile soil, 
with genial climate, with bountiful harvests, with abundant capital 
(as we have heard asserted on frequent occasions during this discus- 
sion) for all the legitimate uses of business and of commerce, with 
the balance of trade largely in our favor, we find the country utterly 
prostrate ; capital, instead of being utilized, is hoarded ; production is 
virtually suspended ; business is every where paralyzed; valuesare con- 
stantly shrinking ; laborers, artisans, and mechanics are out of employ- 
ment; failures are increasing, and ruin, want,and beggary confronting 
us on every side. It is not remarkable under such circumstances that 
Congress should address itself with earnestness and zeal to the pa- 
triotic task of devising some remedy for these evils, of solving, if pos- 
sible, the difficult problems they present in such manner as will best 


| promote the interest and prosperity of our common country. It is 


the imperative duty of the hour demanding the most careful consid- 
eration and the wisest statesmanship. I assume, therefore, that Sen- 
ators of all parties and representing every shade of opinion have 
examined this question with an eye single to our country’s good, act- 
uated by no seltish purpose, prompted by no unworthy motive. 10 
such spirit would I approach it. . 

I will state by way of preliminary that my first impressions when 
this bill was presented were not favorable, especially as applicable 
to the bonds issued since 1873, which, upon a superticial examination 
of the question, I thought payable only in gold. During the pros- 
ress of this debate that opinion has been entirely changed, and 1 now 
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entertain not the slightest doubt that in law, in morals, and in equity 
HI the bonds w hich have been issued by this Government are prop- 
erly and legitimately payable in coin, as expressed upon their face. 
“We who advocate the remonetization of silver have, during the 
progress of this debate, been characterized at one time as “ coin-clip- 
pers,” at another as “ debasers of coin,” by some accused of desiring 
to sacrifice the obligations of national honor, by others of wishing to 


destroy the credit of the Government, and so on through all the gra- | 


dat 


ious of injurious aspersion, uttered sometimes by Senators them- 


selves, at others by so-called memorialists who so recently secured an | 


opportunity by the action of a distinguished member of this body, in 
wivipg Vicarious expression to the opinion that we were a combina- 
tion of half-idiots and knaves. 

Even my friend from Georgia [Mr. HILL] who has just taken bis seat 
characterizes as a “pickpocket bill” the bill which I, in common 
with a large majority of the Senate, stand on this floor and advocate. 
But, sir, 1 do not propose to emulate this example. You will hear 
nothing of “bloated bondholders” from me. 
this subject fairly and squarely from the common-sense and business 
stand-point and give to this Senate and to the country the views which 
impress my mind after the most careful consideration which I have 
been able to give to the subject. 

Prompted doubtless by professional instinct, I am led first to in- 
quire the causes of the troubles which now afflict us, for if we can 
ascertain these we may be able to apply a remedy ; for in diseases 
of the body-politic, as in those of the human frame, correct diagnosis 
is an essential preliminary to all successful treatment. As to the 
causes Which have produced the present condition of things, we find 
a great variety and divergence of opinions: overproduction; injudi 
cious governmental interference ; unnecessary and enormous expan- 
sion of an irredeemable currency and its attendant evils of reckless 
speculation; gigantic schemes of internal improvement constructed 
on the credit of the Government. Some believe that the substitution 
of national bank currency for the greenbacks plays no unimportant 


part, while others, the Senator from Mississippi for example, believe | 


that the depreciated currency in which the cotton producer is paid, 


beyond example in the history of the world. Labor was in demand and wages 
high; prices were inflated, purely fancy and almost fabulous. “and all went merry 
as a marriage bell,” for the time—and the multitude were so short-sighted as to 
suppose such a state of things could endure forever. 


One fact mentioned by the Senator from Michigan has scarcely at- 
tracted the attention it deserves. I allude to the utter destruction 
and impoverishment of the South as the result of the war. Manu- 
factures had never flourished in the South to any considerable extent, 
and northern manufacturers before the war found in the South their 
principal customers. While the war was in progress the want of the 
southern market was not felt, but as soon as peace was restored and 


the demand for manufactured articles required during the progress 
| of the war ceased, having no southern market for their wares, the 


I propose to discuss | 


mechanics and artisans of the North soon found themselves in a con- 
dition of financial distress. 


jut to resume our quotation from the well-considered and judi- 
cious argument of the Senator from Michigan: 


jut just in this stage of the disease, when all seemed gold that glittered, there 
burst forth in New York, like a clap of thunder in a clear sky, the dismal shriek 
“The Northern Pacific Railroad has collapsed ; Jay Cooke is a bankrupt! And 
in a few hours this cry had been carried over the wires to every corner of the 


| Union, bringing a chill to the hearts of thousands who had invested their treas- 
| ures in its bonds and others directly or indirectly connected with that enterprise. 


And at once the holders, not only of these bonds, but the holders of all the bonds 
and stocks of other abortive railroad projects, (for all were more or less connected 
with and dependent upon the others,) began to tremble. 


That is all literally true; but it strikes my mind that the Senator 
did not go deep enough into the subject to explain why this event 
occurred and why it brought such evil in its train. Had there been 
no antecedent change in the financial condition of this country, the 
failure of Jay Cooke or the bursting of the Northern Pacific Railroad 
bubble would have produced no such effect upon the country as fol- 
lowed it. But it is demonstrable that prior to that time the Govern- 
ment had committed itself to the policy of rapid contraction, and it 
had followed up that policy so rapidly that business men throughout 


the country everywhere became alarmed at the necessarily disastrous 


when his commodity commands gold all over the world, has much to | 


do with the present trouble. 

Some ascribe our misfortune to the injudicious and too rapid con- 
traction of the currency, by which values have been caused to shrink 
nnduly. I charge that the whole financial policy of the Government, 
including the demonetization of silver and the forcible-resumption 
act, has directly produced the present lamentable trouble. 


A majority of those who oppose the pending bill deny that the | 


Government is in any way responsible and trace to other causes the 
source of the evil. On this point I wish to remark incidentally that 
I dissent entirely from the doctrine that the Government is free from 
all blame. Those to whom the direction of public affairs has been 
intrusted should always be held responsible for the results of the 
policy they inaugurate, and in all republics the people will ever de- 


effects which would be produced on their investment; capitalists, 
with that sensitiveness for which they are so well noted, commenced 
the withdrawal of their capital, and why? Because by the legisla- 


tion of this country in enacting the laws of 1369 and 1873 they had 


indicated that the bonded indebtedness of this country should be paid 
in a manner different from that which was proposed at the time the 
bonds were issued. The law of 1869, by which bonds that theretofore 


| had been payable in lawful money, or in greenbacks, in other words, 


mand a strict accountability from their rulers whenever their finan- | 


cial or other policy shall result disastrously ; and this 1s right. 


his last speech hasso fully and forcibly given expression to the views 
of those who deny this governmental responsibility and substitute a 


different theory that I cannot perhaps do better than quote a few | 


extracts from his argument: 


The causa causang, the fruitful mother of all the other causes, was the terrible 
war which for more than four years swept over the country, taking from product- 
ive oecupations millions of men from all parts of the Union, who were engaged for 
between four and five years in destroying and consuming the property, the wealth 
aud capital of the nation, of the people, and sweeping away the accumulations of 
years of prosperity, instead of producing and creating wealth; so that, without 
reference to the debt entailed upon the nation, the uation, as a whole, had become 
poorer by thousands of milhons of dollars than immediately before the war In 
the North, it is true, where the direct ravages of war were less and the prices 


| Will he or any Senator answer me? 


were greatly augmented, as well by the increased demand created by the war as | 


inflated by the immense issues o 
kept up an appearance of prosperity which was to a great extent fictitious, and 
consisting in drafts upon the future for which the pay-day must sooner or later 
come. In the South almost everything in the shape of property, except the naked 
face of the earth, had practically disappeared, and had to be recreated by the slow 
process of labor and production. io fortunately or unfortunately, the North 
aud the South, all sections of our common country, are so linked together in com- 
mercial relations that it is vain to expect one portion can long remain prosperous 
while a large part of the Union is depressed and poor. 
e * * * . 7 * 
The large fortunes suddenly made during the war had kindled an inordinate de- 


Treasury notes in which they were paid, was | 


sire for becoming rapidly rich, without much regard to the means, and a reckless | 


spirit of extravagance in expenses pervaded the whole people. The immense 
amount of the Treasury notes issued and in circulation at the close of the war, and 


the hundreds of millions of United States bonds afloat in the market, which really | 
constituted the debt of the nation, the debt of the whole people, soon began to be | 


looked upon as the capital of the nation and its pore. fhe unnatural stimulus 


of such an inflation of the currency encourage¢ 
and drew men inte the undertaking of numerous and gigantic enterprises far in 
wivance of the legitimate demands of healthy business. 


a reckless spirit of speculation | which overspread the country in 1873. 


Railroads especially were projected everywhere; not only to meet the present 


wants of commerce, but wit 


the sole idea of creating business where it did not 
eXiat 


jst; ranming hundreds of miles through forests or prairies or deserts without an 
inhabitant, and Capnating upon future settlements to furnish business to the roads 
he existing trunk lines were loaded down with the branches which they under 
took to construct, and which would not pay running expenses then, and some of 
which do not to-day, and finally the Northern Pacific Railroad, that abortion of the 


last decade, which should only have been undertaken in the next gencration, was 
projected and commenced. 
. . 


. . . + + 
All kinds of business were buoyant, brisk, lively, and apparently prosperous 
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made them payable in coin. 

The Senator from Michigan, in a very ingenious argument the 
other day, undertook to demonstrate that the law of 1569 made no 
change whatever in the status of the bonds, and he attempted to 
prove it by an argument which appears to me as fallacious as any to 
which utterance has been given during the progress of this discus- 
sion. He argues that because the bonds of the Government, as orig- 
inally issued, were payable in greenbacks, and because the green- 


| backs were themselves payable in coin, therefore, things equal to the 
The distinguished Senator from Michigan [Mr. CHRISTIANCY] in | 


same thing being equal to each other, there was no change whatever 
in the value of the bond by making it payable in coin. 

This appears to be avery pretty theory, but let us see how it 
harmonizes with actual results. I ask by how much was the actual 
market value of the bonds enhanced by the legislation of 1569? 
By the amount of $672,000,000. 
That was the pregnant result which flowed directly from the legis- 
lation of 1869 by which the bonds of this country previously pay- 
able in greenbacks were made payable in coin. I submit in support 
of my assertion the following table, the authenticity and accuracy 
of which I have never seen challenged, showing the enhancement 
in value of the bonds of the different series issued during successive 
years : 


Six percents. Amounts Sold for gold. Profits. 


450 


1262 

1863 

Lst4 

1865 

1-66 

1867 

1862 ‘ 
Five percents 


$60 
160 
3=1 
279 
124 
421 
425, 
195, 


922, $44, 0:10 
101, 290 
186, 697 
202, 214 
Be, SU 
303, 215, 503 
312, #26, 323 
22, 957, 410 


1, 371, 424, 238 | 


649 
a4 
636 
090 


773 


$16, 951, 201 
59, 026, 694 
191, 594, 614 
71, 32, 060 
26, $22, 627 
118, 254, 047 
112, 617, 477 
72, 182, 140 


Qx7 
292, 
746 
914 
469, 
443 
136, 


250 | 
1d) 
400 
550 
ROO 


550 


551, 460 


| 

} 

j 

| 

2, 059, 975, 700 | 


Here, now, in my opinion, is the primary cause of the financial ruin 
I do not say that it was the 
sole cause, but that it was one of the principal causes, for I concur 
with the position taken by the Senator from Georgia that no single 
cause can be looked to as accounting fully for all the troubles we now 
suffer, but they resulted frow a concatenation of events which in the 
aggregate must be considered and for each of which a remedy must 
be suggested before we can expect to correct the evil. 

Following upon this was the additional contraction caused by the 
act of 1873 demonetizing silver, thus reducing at once by abont one- 
half the capacity of the country to pay the bonds, depreciating 
largely the value of the silver, and as a natural consequence en- 
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hancing the value of gold, all of which inured directly to the inter- | 


est of the bondholder and added from & to 10 per cent. to the value 
of the bonds. These things naturally excited apprehension and 
alarm in the minds of the people and capitalists everywhere, and so 
it needed but one single spark to fire this whole train, and this was 
found in the bursting of the Northern Pacific bubble, the loss of 
confidence everywhere, the general bankruptcy and ruin which has 
overspread our land. 

Mr. President, the bill under consideration, which I believe is to 
be an important factor in restoring the prosperous condition of 
our country, has been assailed most vigorously upon two grounds— 
objection to the legality of the proposed measure, and objection to 
its expediency. I shall have but little tosay with regard to the legal 
question ; first, because I am not myself learned in legal lore, and it 


is perhaps presumptuous in me to attempt a legal argument. But as | 


long as 1 have the Constitution before me I cannot fail to recognize 
the force of that provision which specities that gold and silver shall 


be the currency of this country, shall be the legal tender of this | 


country. I reeognize another fact, that the law of contracts must be 
held as applying to all the obligations of the Government, and when 
these bonds upon their face distinctly declare that they are payable 
in coin of a certain specitied value, it cannot be that payment in such 
coin is a violation of the contract. 

By the Constitution the power “to coin money and regulate the 
value thereof” is given to Congress in explicit terms ; and, standing 


upon that provision, I do not care to seek further to find an argu- | 


ment to sustain the proposition that Congress has absolute and entire 
control of this subject. I know my friend from Delaware [ Mr. Bay- 
ARD | says this power “ to coin money and regulate the value thereof,” 
if carried out in the manner proposed, would be to “coin money 
and falsify the value thereof,” but I cannot admit the soundness of 
his logic. Hlow is it possible for Congress to falsify the value of an 
article when the Constitution gives it the power to fix that value? 
Whatever value Congress puts upon it is the value, and it cannot, 
therefore, be talsitied by their action. 

As an abstract proposition, I hold that under the Constitution of 
the United States the whole question of what shall be a legal tender 
for debt is left with the States, and, although gold is now the sole 
standard by the laws of Congress, I believe that any State has the 
perfect right now to declare both silver and gold a legal tender 
within its limits, because the Constitution explicitly provides that 
this power shall rest with the States, and the phraseology of the Con- 
stitution is specific and conclusive. It does not say “ gold or silver,” 
but “gold and silver,” one with as much force as the other, and no 
power exists legally to dissolve this partnership between the two 
metals which has been created by the Constitution itself, the funda- 
meutal law of the land. 

It is said that at the time these bonds were issued after the demon- 
etization of silver in 1873 the holder had the right to expect payment 
in gold because silver did not exist at that time as coin. Iwill come 
to the discussion of the latter part of the proposition as to the non- 
existence of silver in a subsequent portion of the remarks I expect to 
submit. But no creditor has a right at any time to claim anything 
more than is specified in his bond. Shylock himself, who will live in 
all time as the prototype of his class, demanded his “pound of flesh” 
because it was so “nominated in the bond ;” yet these bondholders 
claim more than their bond demands, claim something not specified 
in the bond, claim the privilege to select of two alternative coins in 
which their bond must be paid the one which in their opinion is most 
valuable, asserting that the option is with the creditor and not the 
debtor. It is a well-known principle of law that no verbal under- 
standing can set aside the written words of a contract. Whena writ- 
ten contract exists, so far as my knowledge extends, it is held valid 
in every court of justice. 

I deem it unnecessary to add more on this branch of the subject, 
for the many able arguments of the Senators who have debated this 
question in its legal aspects seem to have established even in the 
minds of the opponents of the bill a conviction that the United States 
has an absolute legal right to pay the bonds in silver coin. My 
friend from Georgia [Mr. H1LL] who has just taken his seat added 
increased weight to this proposition. 

We next come tothe consideration of the expendiency of remonetiz- 
ing silver and making it an unlimited legal tender, as is proposed by 
this bill. But, say my triends, “Is it possible that you can favor a 
proposition to pay a dollar worth ninety cents in lieu of a dollar 
worth one hundred cents? This is the favorite formula. It is one 
which is taking, it is one which is best calculated to mislead the 
superticial thinker; consequently we find all through the country the 
demand, “Make the dollar in silver equal to the dollar in gold, and 
we are for it, but we cannot agree to a dollar which is worth less than 
a dollar in gold.” 

My friend from Connecticut [Mr. Eaton] adds another point to 
that argument by asking the question: “ How is it possible for the 
stamp of the Government to give to a piece of silver worth ninety 
cents value as a hundred cents?” I answer, briefly, by making it a 
legal tender for all debts. The tremendous effect of value of legal- 
tender power on currency is one which does not seem to be appre- 
ciated by these who oppose this proposition. Even my friend from 
Georgia, whose candid exposition of the arguments on his side of the 
question has struck me with such force, while admitting the possi- 


| able, failed, I think utterly, to realize the full force of thjs 
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bility that the effect of making it a legal tender would be 4 
Perhaps a few citations will refresh the minds of Senators sts 
subject and show that the imprint of the Government investi, 

legal-tender power an article intrinsically worthless has in the }))< 


| of more than one nation stamped it with an absolute intrins; 


equal to that of gold itself. Why, sir, look at the French eury, 
where three thousand millions of irredeemable paper was issued 
circulated side by side with gold, retaining the same value up 
close of the war and even down to the present time, simply b 
it was full legal tender for all dues whether public or private. 

Mr. KERNAN. Will the Senator allow me? Was there not ay; 


CC Ise 
LUse 


| of the Government to pay it in something at some time or othe 


sides paper ? 

Mr. WITHERS. Certainly, there was. 

Mr. KERNAN. A promise to pay gold or silver; and that mad 
valuable. 

Mr. WITHERS. Certainly it was. But it was irredeemable whe 
issued. It was because it was made full legal tender that it did , 
depreciate. Why contrast this with our greenback currency, wit} 
promise to pay and limited legal tender. Did not the Government here 
propose to pay the greenback in coin when issued? Do they , 
stand pledged to pay it either in gold or silver? And yet becay 


| lacked that one single element of being a legal tender for all pur 


the greenbeck has not yet appreciated tothe gold standard. I would 
call your attention to the issue under the laws of 1862 of $60,000,009 
of legal-tender certificates or demund-notes which were made legal] 
tender by the terms of the law for all purposes; and what was th, 
result in that case? It was that those notes remained at par all th: 
time with gold and they circulated side by side with gold all the 
time that they commanded a premium of 155 per cent. with g 

simply and wholly by virtue of their being made a full legal tender 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Will the Senator from Virginia allow me to 
mind the Senator from New York that the Government promised t& 
pay one dollar in the note which I hold in my hand, at no time or in 
anything, but simply “one dollar,” and yet this note is within tw: 
per cent. of gold. 

Mr. KERNAN. My friend from Virginia I understood to say t! 
all that made a strip of paper issued by the Government keep up w 
coin was the fact that it was made a legal tender. I do not th 
that isso. Try it; issue a piece of paper, stamp it with words say- 
ing it shall be a legal tender for all debts, issue it in large quantit 
and it would depreciate much faster than if it was made payab 
gold or silver, 

Now, to the Senator from Colorado I say that the paper originally 
issued promised to pay a dollar. In the original law authorizing 
there was a pledge that the Government would redeem it at the earliest 
possible day. But that paper, though it is a legal tender, is a pr 
ise to pay in coin at some time, pot in other paper; it has sunk ver 
low, but it has now appreciated to par as we draw near the da) 
the Government has pledged itself to redeem it. That is my 

Mr. WITHERS. My view of the case is this, that long antecedent 
to this time the bills which were issued under the act of July, I> 
which were known as the full legal-tenders, were of par valu: in 
gold all the time, that in the markets of the world they commande 
the price of gold, and as gold went up to LO, 20, 100, or 175 per cent 
premium those notes went up, step by step, pari passu. Why was it? 
Not because of the simple promise of the Government to pay at a 
unspecified time and in no specified commodity, but becanse th 
had the quality of being full legal tender for all obligations. Un 
limited legal tender in any commodity, I care not what it is, gives it 
a certain and positive additional value. That is seen in the green 
back which, although payable in coin and a legal tender except for 
customs and interest, has not attained the value in the market of 
full legal-tender notes because it is not a legal tender for all dues. 
The subsidiary coin about which so much has been said has demon 
strated the effect of legal tender still more clearly and unequivocally 
Being a legal tender for a limited amount, for sums of $5, it is yet 
invested with a vicarious value which it would not otherwise )0s- 
sess as compared with silver bullion and as compared with the trade- 
dollar, and although the one contains 420 grains and the other 3-4 
and a fraction, yet in the markets to-day the latter sells for a half 
cent more. I think it needs nothing beyond these examples to show 
the immense addition to the value of any commodity effected by 
making it a legal-tender. ; 

If the mere promise of the Government to pay and the additional! 
fact of being made a limited legal tender will invest a mere piece v! 
rag or paper with a value which now approximates so closely to that 
of gold, how can it be urged that the imprint of the Government 
upon a metal which in the commercial world to-day without such 
stamp, and in the face of all the pernicious and adverse legislator 
of which it has been the victim, by this nation and other nations, 
sells now at 8 per cent. discount, how is it possible to assert that that 
coin will not be largely appreciated in value if made a legal tendet 
for all debts, public and private? Now, as my friend from Connec- 
ticut said the other day, “I pause for a reply.” 

Mr. President, most of the Senators who have spoken in opposition 
to this bill have taken this position, that we were on the high read 
to prosperity, albeit the outlook was so gloomy ; that if we could only 
hold on a little longer all would be serene, bright, and beautiful ; that 
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we were just about entering upon an era of boundless prosperity, 
when these pestiferous silver men commenced agitating this subject, 
the effect of which has been to stop the funding of the bonds, to 
depreciate their value, to cause millions of them to be sent back to 
ns for sale, stop the process of equalization between gold and green- 
backs Which was rapidly going on, and to destroy all hope of this 
neoming prosperity. And we are again and again warned that we 
must reach hard-pan before any permanent relief can be expected. 

Mr. President, there are two methods by which hard-pan is reached. 
When the agriculturist year after year drives his plow through his 
fields and finds that the soil is being gradually exhausted of its fer- 
tility, if he wishes to restore it he drives it yet deeper or resorts to a 
subsoil plow and thus brings up a portion of the hard-pan and mixes 
it with the soil, thus adding fertility to that which was previously 
becoming barren. This isa judicious and advantageous way of reach- 
ing hard-pan. There is another way by which hard-pan is reached. 
And unfortunately the experiences of the past season furnished abun- 
dant illustration in my own and other States. Our rivers have been 
awelled by floods of unprecedented height: they have overflowed their 
banks; they have spread over the fields adjacent. As a consequence 
the crops were first borne off on the surging waters, next the houses 
aud barns were prostrated, and as the waters still continued to sweep 
in constantly increasing volume and with accumulating force, the 
earth itself became disintegrated deeper and yet deeper. 

When the waters receded the husbandman looks in sadness over 
his desolated lands. Instead of beautiful tields whose teeming soil 
filled with all the elements of fertility was ever prompt to respond 
to the skilled efforts of thrifty industry and bless with bounteous 
harvest the hand that tilled it, he sees naught but waste and des- 
olation. A sterile and barren clay, seamed and torn into unsightly 
gullies, alone meets his gaze. Hard-pan has been reached! and this 
typifies the experiences through which we are now passing as we 
progress toward a financial hard-pan. 

Ab, sir, let the accumulated and constantly accumulating bank- 
ruptcies, reports of which are coming in by every mail from every 
section of the country, illustrate and testify to the truth of the an- 
alogy which I have used. Permit me to call attention to the fact 
that these bankruptcies are not decreasing either in number ox 
amount. Year by year with swiftly accelerating progress they are 
chronicled, until in 1877 they aggregate the enormous number of 
eighty-eight hundred and seventy-two, representing $190,000,000 and 
upward. 

The following table, taken from the most reliable mercantile re- 
porter, will show the progress of bankruptcy in the leading cities 

LeU: 
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Progress of bankruptcy in the United States since 1869. 


| Number of | Failnres— 
bankrupts. Amount, 


$75, 054, 000 
8x, 242, 000 
85, 252, 000 

121, 056, 000 

228, 499, 000 
155, 239, 000 

197, 210, 922 

191, 117, 786 

190, 669, 936 


799 | 
501 
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52, 409 | 1, 396, 114, 644 


In the light of these facts I respectfully submit whether the asser- 
tion so oft repeated here, that equalization between gold and green- 
backs in value would mark the period of our financial distress and 
the commencement of an era of prosperity, is to be received with 
unquestioning credulity. 

It is fair to assume that if correct we should find that bankruptcies 
and failures will lessen as the currency and the coin approximate, 
but we find the contrary. 

Does not this story rather sustain the argument of those who be- 
lieve that a currency contracted beyond the demands of legitimate 
commercial uses is the evil from which we suffer ? 

My friend from Georgia, who I regret is not in his seat, ventured the 
prediction and assertion that the bill we propose will furnish no rem- 
edy and no relief. He asserted that the country would be benefited 
not one iota by the passage of the bill which we propose. The Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. Eaton] and the Senator from New York [ Mr. 
KERNAN] and the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR] and others 
have united in that prediction. They have all asserted that we could 
expect no relief through the agency of this bill, for my friend from 
Connecticut asks, “If you recoin these dollars, how are you going to 
getthem?” Heasserts—I am notone of those prepared now to dispute 


it—that the amount of capital now in the country is amply sutlicient | 


tor all the legitimate wants of business. This may be so, and still the 
theory of my friend from Indiana [Mr. VooruHEEs] be perfectly sound, 
that the present distress of the country is owing to the contraction of 


the currency—that the people have not got currency enough for the | 


wants of business and trade. 
These are not incompatible propositions. If the holders of money 
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hoard them for the purpose of buying gold in 1879 or for any other 
purpose, they are withdrawn from circulation, and they had just as 
well be burned so far as they serve any useful purpose in trade o1 
commerce. But, sir, it seems to me that this is hardly a fair proposi- 
tion. Silver has been the victimof oppressive and discriminating 
legislation in this and other countries which has reduced its valne 
below gold. Whether that be the sole cause I shall not pause to in 
quire, but it is admitted by the advocates of the gold standard on 
this floor that the unfaverable 
Europe has had much to do with 
my friend from Georgia suppose 
maltreated, abused, and starved 


legislation of this country and of 
the depreciation of the metal. Does 
that a man bound hand and foot, 
, fed with bread and water for three 
years, can be expected on being released from his bonds to rise and 
do a good day’s work? It is an absurdity. 

Here is silver, which has been legislated against by several of the 
most important nations of the world; its value thereby depreciated 
in the markets, and those who were instrumental in bringing about 
that depreciation now make of the result of their own act an argu 
ment against restoring if to its former status. I say the argument is 
unsound; I say the reasoning is fallacious; I say give us an oppor 
tunity to place it where it was before it was thus victimized, and 
then we can challenge the comparisons which they now institute to 
the disadvantage of that metal. 

But it is said that no two metals can ever exist as currency in jux- 
taposition ; and I believe my friend from Georgia, with his usual 
mental acumen, formulated the proposition somewhat in this way, 
that the two metals never co-exist, that there is always a difference 
in value, and the more valuable flies away from the depreciated. 
That has been accepted, I believe, by all who have opposed the bill 
on this floor as an axiom in finance, and yet it is evident from the 
experience of other countries that it cannot be so accepted without 
very important qualifications. 

But my friend from Georgia denounced the doctrine of free coin- 
age and with considerable ingenuity advanced the proposition that 
before we can have free coinage and before we can properly and 
legitimately coin silver as we do gold, we must approximate the 
value of the silver to the gold or rather identify the two in value. 
“ Place them in the same situation,” said he, “and if the conditions 

of the two metals are alike they should both be free. Put them in 
the same condition, and then we grant you that they may have free 
coinage.” 

Why, sir, I would point again to the financial history of France, 
a history so replete with lessons to all who desire to learn the true 
etfect of financial measures and the true financial policy of a nation. 
Look at France. There they have the bimetallic standard; gold 
and silver are both currency; gold and silver circulateside by side on 
an equality of value. Nay more, gold, silver, and bank-notes are on 
a parin France. If the axiom be an axiom, is it not apparent that 

| silver or gold, or one or both, should “take to itself wings and fly 
away ?” 
But, says my friend from Delaware, the reason the silver has not 
disappeared from France is because there has been a limit to its coin- 
age. Granted. It only shows this, that a great nation with wise 
foresight having secured an ample amount for all purposes of cur- 
rency has put a stop to its coinage temporarily rather than risk being 
deluged by aflood from Germany, where it had just been demonetized. 
It was a wise policy, as is proven by the fact that it stands at par 
to-day with gold; and gold has not left that country. Have we not 
a right to assume that under similar circumstances similar results 
would be developed here? Have we not a right, I say, to reason, 
taught by the experience of the French nation, that if we remonetize 
silver, if we reinvest it with its full power as a legal tender, if we do 
by all the provisions of legislation in our power put it side by side 
with gold, no disastrous consequences such as have been described 
will be experienced. 
Give us, then, free coinage and unlimited legal-tender power until 
our silver currency shall have reached such amount as is required by 
the necessities of the country, and if it shall then have been demon- 
strated that gold will be driven out or that silver will not approximate 
sufficiently in value to gold to make the present proportion of 16 to 1 
| the true valuation, I will join in the effort, either to suspend coinage, 
| readjust the value, or alter the weight, so as to remedy any evil which 

may have been developed. We believe that by this bill some relief 

will be afforded. It is not all theory, it is not a mere abstract prop 
| osition, it is not, as the Senator from Georgia declares, a mere asser- 
tion. No, sir, we prove it by actual historic example, the highest 
order of proof of which any question of this character is susceptible. 

The Senator from Georgia declares that too much importance has 
been attached to the act demonetizing silver in the effect prodaced 
upon this country, and I think my friend from Delaware concurred 
in the opinion; but they both, as I understand them, assume that it 
could have had no appreciable effect from the fact that, as they de- 
clare, there was at that time no silver in existence in this country; 
that the dollar, in other words, had no actual existence although it 
had a legal one, and therefore the practical effect of that measure 
was a nullity. 

Well, Mr. President, while it is possible that if their premises were 
admitted we might (though even then I should not be disposed to da 
it without qualitication) grant their conclusion, I deny the premises. 


lock it up in the vaults of the banks, if the holders of greenbacks | I say that in 1873 doNars of 4124 grains, legal-tender dollars at the 
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time this act was passed, did exist in this country. 
the official records of the Mint show the fact, because for the year 
1X72 and the three first months of the year 1°73 more silver dollars 
were coined than were coined in any five years, and I believe I might 
say any ten years, preceding. 

Mr. BAYARD. Was there one in circulation as currency ? 

Mr. WITHERS. Certainly there was. Nay more, 1 will answer 
that argument which has been repeated again here, that all the old 
silver dollars of 1852 had disappeared from the country, and all the 
half dollars, and a large number of quarters, which my friend from 
Delaware quoted. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I ask my friend one question, how it happened, 
then, that silver was 2 or 3 per cent. more than gold at that time? 

Mr. WITHERS. It happened because silver had been undervalued 
by the standard fixed here in 1834; but it does not necessarily fol- 
low that it had all fled from the country. On the California coast 
and west of the Mississippi, notably in Texas, silver always circu- 


I declare that 


Nations under gold alone | Population. | 


| 10, 000, 000 


Austria-Hangary 
2, 000, 000 


Costa Rica........0.. 
Argentine Republic 
China 

Colombia ... 
Ecuador 
Guatemala 
Honduras. .. 

India 

Mexico 

Nicaragua 

Peru 

Russia 

San Salvador 
Tripoli 

‘Tunis 


nd other British colonies in North! 
ica and the West Indies 000 
| 2, 000 

| 2, 000. 
000. 
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» 700 

100 

OO 


700 


000 
000 
000 
(wo 
000 
ooo 


t Britain 
iian Islands O00 
OOo 
ooo 
R00, O00 
300, 000 
400, 000 
000, 000 
, 500, 000 


Turkey ee 
nited States... 


Total 000 


I wish to show that this idea which is so persistently urged as an 
admitted fact in Hnance is contradicted by the experience of this 
country for the first seventy-five years of its existence. We have 

ld and silver both current; we had gold and silver with fixed val- 
ues, and although the law did not accurately adjust that value they 
still both remained current in this country withont any of the re- 
sulting evils so feelingly depicted by gentlemen in this debate. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will my friend be kind enough to state what 
amount of each coin wasin circulation during the seventy-tive years 
of which he speaks ? 

Mr. WITHERS. Now my friend puts a conundrum to me which it 
would require a slate and pencil to give an answer to. What I 
wanted was to establish the fact of their coexistent circulation. It 
makes no difference whether there was a million or two million or 
five million or fifty million. The fact exists, and so far as the alleged 
axiom is concerned it is conclusive as to its incorrectness. My friend 
can find out very easily by reference to the Mint reports what the 
precise amount of silver was. It is the mere fact that I wanted to 
bring to the attention of the Senate and the country that it was not 
an absurdity to suppose that a bimetallic standard could exist in a 
country ; that it was not an absurdity to assert that it was compati- 
ble with the highest degree of commercial prosperity, and I turn 
again to France as an additional illustration. 

Contrast the condition of France to-day financially with any na- 

! I challenge the 


tion which recognizes the single gold standard. 
comparison. See her just aftershe has paid out of her own resources 


two thousand milliards of francs as an indemnity to Germany ; after | 


all the expenses incident to a gigantic and unsuccessful war, her ter- 
ritory overrun, her capital city oceupied by her enemies, not only 
discharging this war indemnity, but has accumulated in her treasury, 
and has there to-day, 3,400,000,000 frances in gold and silver coin— 
an amount greater than that held by England, Austria, Russia, and 
Prussia combined. Contrast her condition then with that of Eng- 
land, of Germany, or of America, which recognize the single gold 
standard. When you have done that, I may possibly be prepared 
with another argument to meet another hypothetical case or another 
alleged axiom. 

My friend from Georgia, whose absence I shall never cease to regret, 
called upon me to know if it was possible that I—yes, he called upon 


me because he looked me in the eye—whether I or any other person | 


could assert on this floor that the demonetization of silver in 1873 
was the sole cause of its depreciation. I never asserted it, nor have 
I ever heard any other man on this floor assert it. This figment of 
an argument was created by those who advocate that side of the 
question in order that they might demonstrate how easily it could be 
brought down. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. In the absence of the Senator from Georgia, I 
think I can state his position by saying that it was not the sole cause, 
but that it had been stated upon the side now being advocated by 
the Senator from Virginia as one of the great causes. 


| time? 


| impossible, as the following table will demonstrate: 


Nations under silver alone. 
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lated. I do not mean to say that for commercial purposes jt 
tuted the currency of the country in any large sense: by: 
‘current money,” for it so happened that a few days only befo 
discussion commenced, and when the first declaration was made }, 
resolution of the Senator from Vermont that the silver dollar oe 
obsolete, I had received a silver dollar of 1798 in the regular ' 
trade only a short time before. I allude to the fact because yy 
I based a playful argument. When I showed it to some friends 
the other side I was offered 25 per cent. premium for it, so tha: 
silver dollar of the fathers actually commanded 25 per cent 
minum in this Chamber since the commencement of this debate 
Mr. BUTLER. Then that being the case, is it not impract 
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ticable 


that there shall be a double standard of the two metals at the 
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Mr. WITHERS. The experience I would say of about one-third of 
the commercial nations of the world would answer that it was pot 


hot 


Distribution of gold, silver, and double currency throughout the world. 


Population. | Nations under gold and silver. 


, 000 
, LOO 

, 000 | 

000 | 
, 000 
, 000 
000 
300, 000 
000, 000 
9, 300, 000 
250, 000 
700, 000 
j, 500, 000 

600, 000 | 
000 


Belgium 
Bolivia 


France .. 
Greece 
Italy 


Spain 
Switzerland ...... 
Cuba and Porto Rico..... 


762, 750, 000 


Mr. WITHERS. Now, sir, nobody denies that proposition. The 
Senator from Georgia admitted it to be one of the canses, but he sa 
he had seen it through the newspapers, though he never heard 
the Senate, that the cause of the depreciation of silver now as « 
pared with gold was on account of the demonetization act of 1+? 
alone. 

Now, sir, I propose to treat this question with the same degi 
frankness which marked the argument on his side, and I elain 
same right for myself that I accord to him and others of being 
ated by the strongest possible desire to arrive at a correct soluti 
this problem and to agree upon something which will afford the 
prospect of relieving our prostrate country from its present dep 
able condition. 

In that spirit, therefore, I say to him that I do not claim nor do! 
believe that demonetization by America alone was the sole cause of 
the depreciation of silver. I admit, as he claims, that other factors 
aided to produce the result. That the demonetization in Ger 
had something to do with it I have not adoubt. That the increased 
production had something to do with it, in view of the diminished 
demand, is clear; but the decreased demand was predicated upon and 
necessitated by the unfavorable action of Germany and this coun 
try; and though I do not pretend to claim that its remonetization 
would reinvest it with all its pristine power, that it would leap, lik 
Minerva from the brain of Jove, full armed and of absolute equality 
with gold, yet I believe it would be an initiatory step to bring about 
that result, and therefore I am anxious to see it tried. 

I believe that the remonetization of silver in this country would 
go far to redeem it in the eyes of the commercial world from the ban 
under which it now suffers. I believe our example would not be lost 
on Germany and other nations. England cannot be expected to go 
back on her policy. Why? Because it is the interest of England, the 
commercial interest of England, to demonetize silver and make gold 
the sole standard. English capitalists, English bankers, are no fools. 
They know very well where their interest lies. They have engineered 
the whole of this gold movement throughout the civilized world 
They did it because it is to their interest to make gold high, being 


i 


| large producers of that metal, and their interest to depress silver low, 
| a8 their colonies are large consumers of that metal. 


That accounts 
for it. I believe that if America by her legislation should ramone 
tize silver and invest it with full legal-tender value, it is more than 


| probable that there will be so large an appreciation in the value of 
| the metal that the German Empire wonld at once or very spect!) 
| follow the example of America, which alone would suffice to bring 


1 


silver up to a par with gold. Create a demand for it, that demand 
which was destroyed by unfavorable legislation, give us an op) 
tunity to utilize our silver product, and I venture to predict that at 
once they would consume all the production. ae s 
The Senator from Georgia quoted largely from the statistics of Dr. 
Linderman to show that there had been an immense increase 11 (ie 
production of silver from 1861 to 1875, both in this country and in 































sha world. But the production of gold increased in about the same 
rig, and yet there was no depreciation of its value, simply because 
remained a legal tender, and had a currency as well as a commer- 
vial value. It remained a legal tender, and has defied the utmost 
offorts of the producers of bullion to bear the market. It retains its 
{ull value for that reason, and for that alone. 

My friend says there are three different methods by which it is 
ble to equalize the value of this currency. The first is by in- 
the weight of the dollar. That has been suggested, 1 be- 
Neve, in a large majority if not all the amendments which have been 
nroposed to the bill; and while the subject is on my mind I will 
state briefly the objections to it. 

While it is true, as my friend from Georgia says, that the allegations 
of prospective enhancement of the value are merely assertions, I say 
that the arguments by which those assertions are supported are of 
suflicient dignity and importance to justify this country in making 
the experiment. Actual experiment is the only touchstone by which 
any tinancial theory can be tested, and when I point to the fact that 
the dollar of 412} grains for eighty years of our existence, side by side 
with gold, maintained a premium of 34 per cent., I say that which is 
amply sufficient to justify us in making the experiment to raise it 
again to the same value. 

But what would be the effect of the multifarious projects for in- 
creasing the weight of the silver dollar to 425 grains, or 434 or 440, as 
the case may be? If this appreciation in the value of silver should 
result from favorable legislation and its remonetization and its being 
made a legal tender, do you suppose there would be a single dollar 
of silver coined? Manifestly not; and, whether so intended or not, 
the practical effect of the adoption of these amendments providing 
for the coinage of a dollar of greater weight than it had when de- 
monetized would be in my opinion simply to insure that there should 
be no coinage of silver at all, which is a consummation devoutly wished 
by many. Thenit would be worth more in bullion than it would in 
dollars, and therefore nobody would think of coining it. 

But the limited coinage is anotrer project. There is no doubt that 
the limited coinage of silver would be a partial remedy for the evil, 
but it would be but a partial remedy. So with the limited legal 
tender which I have previously discussed : it would have affored par- 
tial relief only. If you in any way embarrass or restrict the legal- 
tender quality of silver, you do not put it upon an equality with goid, 

| therefore there would be no fair test of what it would be if placed 
on equal terms in the financial world. 

My friend was peculiarly unfortunate in one of his arguments and 
illustrations in reference to the effect upon coinage. He cited the 
example of England to prove that the effect of limited tender would 
be to use the metal for subsidiary purposes only, for purposes of 
change, and sought to draw from that an argument that it was the 
best policy for us to pursue. The premises from which he started 
was this, that the silver coin of England, with less legal-tender value 
than our coin and less intrinsic. value too, had a circulation of from 
$00,000,000 to $100,000,000, 

Now, if silver under these disadvantages has maintained a circula- 
tion to the extent of $100,000,000 in the great gold-standard country 
of the world and was there circulating side by side with gold at par, 
we can certainly claim that it will do as much here. Now, sir, give 
us this advantage, only we ask instead of limiting it to $10 to make 
itan unlimited legal tender, and we assure you that we shall have 
thereby doubled onr capacity to meet our bonded obligations, that 
our ability to pay will be increased 50 per cent., that the amount of 
currency in the country will be augmented, and thus some relief at 
least be given to our people. 

But my friend from Connecticut particularly wanted to know how 
people were going to get the silver dollar when it was coined, because 
it would be locked up in the banks with the other currency. My 
friend will recollect that the bulk of the currency, which is now 
deposited in the banks to the amount of untold millions, is locked 
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can get gold for it. Pass this bill remonetizing silver and making it 


vision has been made for their payment in silver as well and that 


au object in hoarding greenbacks for that purpose and will permit 
them to drift out into trade and go into the channels of business. 


179, six years, for instance, will have passed by and at 6 per cent 


years? 
Mr. WITHERS. If the people of Connecticut or any other State 
had looked at the value of the greenback as compared with gold 





up there on the idea that on the Ist of January, 1279, the holders 


a legal tender for all amounts, and these banks, which have been 
hoarding greenbacks till they can get gold for them, finding that pro- 


gold will be worth no more to them than silver, will no longer have 


Mr. RANDOLPH. Does the Senator from Virginia believe that it 
would be deemed profitable by the people of Connecticut, to whom 
he has been pleased to refer as a most fortunate people, to hoard 
their capital as he contends they have been doing in order to obtain 
for it gold on the Ist of January, 1879, when resumption shall take 
place? Does he not see that between 1873, when the hoarding be- 
gan, as he says, and the present time, or rather the 1st of January, 
. | what I know is a conviction which has spread far and wide through 
the amount lost would be 36 per cent., or more than one-third of the | out this great country, that the removal of this doubt affected by the 
value of the capital involved? Is there any advantage in the hoard- | legislation which is saggested would go far toward relieving this 
ing process equivalent to this immense loss of interest daring those | anxiety and that depression now prevalent among the people. 
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appreciate during all these years, coming nearer and nearer to gold, 
they would be apt to consider that this appreciation in value would 
of itself constitute good interest, and they could afford to permit 
them to remain, especially as thereby little risk of loss was incurred. 

Mr. EATON. My friend from Virginia has mentioned his opinion 
in regard to the locking up of capital in my State. I understand his 
opinion is this: that the capital is locked up in the banks for the pur- 
pose of buying gold for 1879. I beg to say to my honorable friend 
that while he is fully entitled to his opinion he has not quite as good 
a right to “ guess,” coming from Virginia, as 1 might have coming 
from a more eastern State. 

Mr. WITHERS. But I can “ reckon.” 

Mr. EATON. Yes, you can “reckon.” There has been offered for 
loan on good security more than $100,000,000 at 3 per cent. within 
the last six months, and I want to say to my friend from Virginia 
that if he or anybody else desires upon good, unquestioned security 
to borrow money he can get $50,000,000 in the city of New York to- 
day at 4 per cent. 

Mr. WITHERS. Unfortunately I cannot give the security. 

Mr. EAPON. Then you cannot get the money any more than you 
can get the silver dollar after it is coined. 

Mr. WITHERS. Oh, yes; we can work for the silver dollar. Work 
is security. “If you can do a good day’s work you can get a good 
day’s wage.” 

Mr. EATON. But my friend from Virginia should remember that 
when we speak of operations of this sort they are to be considered 
by what is given in the way of security. 

Mr. WITHERS. There is no question about that. To borrow 
money on favorable terms security is indispensable. 

Mr. EATON. I do not speak individually about my friend, but I 
simply want to say that there is no want to-day of currency or gold. 
There is not any “silver dollar of the fathers” except one that the 
Senator has and one that the Sergeant-at-Arms has; but I simply de 
sire to impress upon my friend this fact, and when I say it is a fact 
I know it is a fact, it is not a matter of opinion, it is not a matter of 
judgment, it is a matter of absolute knowledge, that you can go into 
the city of New York to-day and get $50,000,000 at 4 per cent. in- 
terest. There they are not locking it up to buy gold. 

Mr. THURMAN. Can you do that with a two-thirds vote in favor 
of the silver bill? 

Mr. EATON. Yes, sir. They are more ready to loan money now 
upon good security than they will be at the risk of repayment in the 
debased money by and by. 

Mr. WITHERS. I have no question, Mr. President, that what my 
friend from Connecticut says has a great deal to do with the matter. 
I do not believe that the remonetization of silver will of itself put 
in the market or utilize all this currency, but I believe it will have 
a tendency to do it. I believe that security is indispensable, but I 
believe also that when the Government by its legislation evinces a 
disposition so to legislate as to relieve the people of this country of 
their present depressed condition, that that of itself will impart con- 
fidence to them, whether the expectations of those who promote this 
legislation are realized or not. I believe that the very effort to do it 
will impart confidence to the people. The people will then see that 
the Congress of this conntry has recognized their wants, that they 
are working at the problem, that they are seeking to find relief for 
them. I believe that the very knowledge of that fact will tend to 
bring relief or go far toward producing it. 

If we have currency enough, if we have values enough, if we have 
labor enough—and God knows we have abundance and more than 
abundance—if we have all these waiting simply for currency to lub- 
ricate the wheels of business and put everything in motion, I say 
what now prevents that confidence except the fear that this Govern- 
ment will put its foot down on the tax-payers? It has been on the 
mind of many people in this country that the legislation of this 
country has been for the benefit of the creditors, and not of the debt- 
ors. This it is which is now depriving the people of that contidence 
in the Government and in its protecting power which they ought to 
have. 

My friend from Georgia asserts that this is a paradox; that there 
can be no such thing as legislation for the benefit of one class which 
does not benefit another. Mr. President, I believe from the bottom 
of my heart that I have as little of the demagogue in my composi- 
tion as any man that ever drew the breath of life, and yet I under 
take here on the floor of the Senate to declare my conviction that the 
legislation of this country since the close of the war has been uni- 
formly in the interest of the creditor and against the tax-payer, be- 
cause as you appreciate the value of the bond you increase the amount 
of taxation necessary to meet the interest on that bond. As you 
decrease the power to pay that bond you increase the value of the 
commodity in which that bond has to be paid; and therefore I assert 

















































































































My friend from Georgia, however, has a project different from that 
» | which has been suggested by others.” He, in common with I believe 
three-fourths of the Senators who have opposed this bill, is in favor 


when the act of 1873 was passed and saw that it was constantly to | of remonetizing silver. Only two or three Senators have taken ¢ 
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position on this floor out and out against the remonetization of silver, 
but they have some peculiar pet scheme or project by which alone 
they wish it to be consummated and by which alone they desire it to 
be effected. My friend from Georgia has one. It is to make silver a 
leval tender for a hundred dollars and for all sums under. 

I confess to a feeling of astonishment at the enunciation of the 
proposition, because he had just turned to usand with taunting finger 
and mandatory voice demanded how we could go before our con- | 
stituents and tell the honest workingmen of the country that we pro- 
posed to pay them in a dollar which was but ninety cents. Yet in 
the very next breath he proposes to remonetize silver and make it a 
coin of limited legal-tender value, which cannot be used in the pay- 
ment of the bonds of the country, but which could be used in the 
payment of the labor of the country. I thought the two positions 
were rather antagonistic. 

But, sir, in depicting all the various and wonderful evils which 
were to flow out upon this country, worse than ever escaped from | 
Pandora’s box when that unfortunate maiden lifted the lid, was one | 
enunciated with startling earnestness and repeated more than once, | 
namely, that it would bring all our bonds back from Europe, that the 
very agitation of this proposition had already started them back, and 
that they were coming in countless millions to flood our shores and 
precipitate upon us all the evils incident to depreciated Government 
bonds and impaired credit, and all the horrors of repudiation have | 
been painted in vivid colors by the opponents of this silver-remone- 
tization bill. 

Sir, I say, with the Senator from Ohio, that no greater blessing 
could come to this country, in my opinion, than the owning of the 
indebtedness of the country by the people of this country. I have 
no fears as to this influx of bonds. I know that the people who hold 
these bonds in Europe, in Belgium, England, Germany, or elsewhere, 
invested in them as a financial measure, forthe profit which it would 
bring them, and they will retain them if they find, as some of them | 
speedily will, that the effect of this measure will be to appreciate 
the value of silver, and by retaining them they can get more interest 
ou their bonds at home than they can get by sending them here, and 
especially if they are put upon the market at a high depreciation. 
Sir, the bonds are not due yet. There will be ample time to make 
your test by actual experiment of the result of the legislation which 
is proposed long before we shall have to pay these bonds. 

I believe that the capital of this country is amply sufficient to spare 
enough for the wants of trade and to invest the surplus in the bonds 
of the Government at 4 per cent. Lutter nothing but what is well | 
known to every Senator who hears me when I assert that no person | 
will make an investment in Government bonds except as a perma- 
nent investment. People do not invest in them for temporary use; | 
but when one wishes to make a permanent investment it is put in 
Government bonds, because they can collect the interest certainly 
and readily; and just as in England they invest in consols at 3 per 
cent. so our people would invest in our bonds at 4 per cent., being 
just 1 per cent. more, and the advantage to our people would be the 
same, and, if properly managed, there wonld be still a sufficient 
amount of currency to meet the legitimate wants of trade. 

Mr. President, I wish tosay a word or two in conclusion. My friend 
from Connecticut the other day called upon the southern representa- 
tives to pause and deliberate upon this question, to examine it care- 
fully, to realize the condition in which they stood, their ample re- 
sources but limited capital with which to develop them, and then to | 
decide for themselves whether it was not for their interest to main- | 
tain unimpaired the credit of the Government and thus to insure the 
speedy return of an era of prosperity. 

Sir, I had acted on that suggestion before it was made. No man 
has more than I thought of the deplorable difficulties in which we 
found our country plunged at the conclusion of the war. No man 
more fully than i realizes the want, and suffering, and destitution | 
among our people, their utter ruin and bankruptcy. No one more 
than I has studied to attain, if possible, by legitimate means their 
restoration to a modicum of the prosperity which they formerly en- 
joyed. 

I know the problem has been the study of all my friends upon this 
floor from the same section. Yet, with a full knowledge of these 
facts, I have come to the conclusion that the best possible means of | 
effecting that which we all so much desire, and which none more | 
than my friend from Connecticut wishes to see consummated, is to | 
remonetize silver, make it a full legal tender for all amounts, and 
then look to God and our own strong right arm for a restoration of 
that prosperity which we hope yet to enjoy. 

If I add another word it is because by an unfortunate miscon- 
ception of my colleague the sensibilities of my honored friend from 
Connecticut were, I fear, unpleasantly touched. I know the honest | 
purpose and generous promptings of his heart. I know the deep 
feeling of affection which he has always exhibited for our southern 
people, and I take pleasure here in testifying to him and to the coun- 
try that I believe the South has no stronger, truer friend than the 
Senator from Connecticut, More than that, I believe the people of 
the South owe him a debt of gratitude because he with a few others 
during all these recenstruction times, when the Constitution was for- 
gotten or torn into shreds and cast at the fect of adire political neces- 
sity, alone stood up as champions of the Constitution, and failed not | 
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| lating to the pensions of soldiers who have lost one hand and o1 
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to cry alond in defense of the principles of constitutional }ijou. 
They loved the people of the South because they loved the pri ‘ : 
of the Constitation. i 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, obtained the floor. 

Mr. WHYTE. If the Senator from West Virginia will yield to », 
I will move an executive session. 7 a 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. WHYTE. Isubmit the motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the en; 
sideration of executive business. After one hour and three minnie 
spent ip executive session the doors were reopened, and (at five o% 
and twenty-three minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
FRIDAY, February 8, 1878. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey 


MEMORIALS AGAINST SILVER BILL. 


Mr. WOOD. I desire to present a memorial from the Chamber of 


islation on silver, and also a memorial from the banks of New York. 
Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, relating to the same su 
which I ask by unanimous consent may be printed in the Rr 
and referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let them be referred to the Commit 


| tee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 


Mr. WOOD. Very well, let them be so referred. 
they be printed in the REcorpD. 

Mr. BOYD. I object to the printing in the REcorp. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Let the memorials then be ordered 
to be printed for the use of the House and of the Committee. 

Mr. WOOD. I make that motion and that they be referred to the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WARREN F. WOOD. 

Mr. JOYCE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (IT. R. No. 
3080) granting a pension to Warren F. Wood; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


I also ask that 


PENSIONS. 
Mr. JOYCE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No 
3081) amending chapter 73 of the act approved February 2=, 1*77, re- 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLICATION OF DECISIONS OF SUPREME COURT. 
Mr. JOYCE also, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
utility and expediency of anthorizing by law the publication in the Con 


RECORD, in certain designated newspapers in each State and Territory, or in s 
other manner as the said committee may deem best for the benefit and instruct 


| of the people, a brief synopsis, the points made by counsel, and the opinions 


court in each case tried and decided by the Supreme Court of the United St 


| each session of said court, and that said committee have leave to report by bill 


otherwise. 
DAVID STEELE. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
No. 3082) granting an increase of pension to David Steele, of Bay 
City, Michigan; which was read a first and second time, referred to 


| the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


THE LATE HON. EDWARD YOUNG PARSONS. 


Mr. EICKHOFF, from the Committee on Printing, reported back, 
with a favorable recommendation, the joint resolution (H. R. No.4 
authorizing the printing and distribution of the memorial addresses 
on the life and character of the late Edward Young Parsons, a Rep- 
resentative from the State of Kentucky. 

The joint resolution was read. It directs that 4,500 copies of the 
memorial addresses on the life and character of the late Edward 
Young Parsons, a Representative from the State of Kentucky, be 
printed, 1,000 copies for the use of the Senate and 3,500 copies for the 


| use of the House of Representatives; and that the Secretary of the 


Treasury have printed a steel engraving of Mr. Parsons, to accompany 
the same. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. . 

Mr. EICKHOFF moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
resolution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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ROAD FROM DULUTH TO PIGEON RIVER. Ss 


t 
nerce, reported back a petition for an appropriation for a road 
rom Duluth, to Pigeon River and moved that the committee be dis- 


Mr. DUNNELL, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on | 
irged from the further consideration of the same and that it be | ; 


io brought back on a motion to reconsider. 
The motion was agreed to. 
H. M. ROGERS. 
Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res- 
tion: which was read, and referred to the Committee of Accounts: 


olution 


states Infantry ; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
he Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York, by request and by unanimons consent, 
ntroduced a bill (H. R. No. 3093) to amend section 1556 of the Re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post-Otfice and Post-Roads, not to | vised Statutes of the United States. approved June 22, 1874; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
JOHN P. PLATT. 


Mr. POLLARD, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3094) grauting a pension to John P. Platt; which was read a first and 


hat H. M. Rogers be retained as special messenger on the floor of the | second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 


it the compensation heretofore paid, to be paid out of the contingeut fund 


( 
of t Liouse. 
JOHN MILROY. 
Mr. MULLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
“j=3) granting a pension to John Milroy ; which was read a first and 
| time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
red to be printed. 


at 


WILLIAM P. MARSHALL. 
Mr. EVANS, of Indiana, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 


i 


nany H, One hundredth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PIER HEAD-LIGHT AT TWO RIVERS. 


Mr. BRAGG, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
%)-5) for the erection of a pier head-light at Two Rivers, Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SAPP, by unanimous consent, (by request,) introduced a bill 

I. R. No. 3086) to aid in the construction of a military, commercial, 

nd postal rail highway from a point past Memphis, on the Missis- 
sippi River, to Jefferson, Austin, and San Antonio, Texas, thence via 
the military forts on the Rio Grande border for six hundred miles, to 
a point at or near El Paso; which was read a first and second tims, 
referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be 
printed. 

; JOHN ADAMS. 

Mr. BROWNE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
7) for the relief of John Adams, of Franklin County, Indiana; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


LAND AT WEST FRONT OF CAPITOL. 


Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported back the bill (S. No. 179) to an- 
thorize the taking of certain parcels of land for the public use at the 
intersection of Pennsylvania and Maryland avenues at the west front 
of the Capitol, and moved that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, not to be brought back 
on a motion to reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TARIFF ON SUGAR. 

Mr. ELAM, by unanimous consent, presented a joint resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, relative to the proposed 
reduction of the tariff on sugar ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

INCREASE OF PENSIONS. 

_Mr. CUMMINGS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 3088) to increase pensions in certain cases; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON EYE, EAR, AND THROAT HOSPITAL. 


Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3199) to incorporate the Washington Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospitals 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING, FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. CRAPO, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
8090) making an appropriation for the continuation of the work of 
construction of the custom-house and post-office at Fall River, Massa- 
chnsetts; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN P. HALL. 

Mr. BOONE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3091) forthe relief of the estate and sureties of John P. Hall, deceased, 
late collector of internal revenue for the first district in the State ot 
Kentucky; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


LIEUTENANT J. A. YECKLEY. 
Mr. LAPHAM, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3092) forthe relief of First Lieutenant J. A. Yeckley, Twentieth United 


lered to be printed. 
EDWARD D. JOHNSON. 
Mr. POLLARD also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 3095) granting a pension to Edward D. Johnson; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
MRS. ANN 8. STURDIVANT. 
Mr. STEELE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No: 


H. R. No. 3084) for the relief of William P. Marshall, late of com- | 3096) for the relief of Mrs. Ann S. Sturdivant, of North Carolina; 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
TARIFF. 

Mr. STONE, of Iowa, by unanimous consent, presented the petition 
of sundry workingmen at Fort Madison, lowa, remonstrating against 
any reduction of duties which protect labor and against the reimpo 
sition of the war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to present the memorial of A. D. Atkins, 
U. X. Griffin, and others, citizens of Yonkers, New York, asking Con- 
gress to provide by appropriate legislation for a commission of in- 
quiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic. As the body of the 
memorial is very short, I ask that it be printed in the Recokb and 
that the memorial be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOSTER. 1 object to printing it in the Recorp. 

The memorial was received, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

WILLIAM W. ANDERSON, 

Mr. CARLISLE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3097) for the relief of William W. Anderson, of Harrison County, 
Kentucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH L. YOUNG. 

Mr. POWERS, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3098) granting a pension to Joseph L. Young, late a private of Com- 
pany C, Eleventh Regiment, Maine Volunteers; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. JO. M. STEFFENS, 

Mr. REA, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3091) 
for the relief of Mrs. Jo. M. Steffens; which was read a first and see- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TAX ON INSOLVENT SAVINGS-BANKS. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I ask unanimous consent to have taken from 
the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
Senate bill No. 265, to remit taxes on insolvent savings-banks. 

Mr. EAMES. Ought not that bill to go tothe Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency ? 

Mr. BURCHARD. It relates to the tax on savings-banks, and in 
no way to currency. The subject is before the Committee of Ways 
and Means and they are now considering it. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker’s 
table, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee of 

| Ways and Means, not to be brought back by a motion to reconsider. 
MARY B, OVERMAN. 

Mr. O’NEILL, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3101) for the relief of Mary B. Overman, mother of Harry Overman, 
deceased, late second lieutenant Forty-tifth Ohio Volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES DAVEY. 

Mr. HARDENBERGH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 3102) for the relief of James Davey; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CONTRACTS IN WAR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting statements showing 
the contracts made by the bureaus of the War Department during 
the year 1877; which was referred to the Committee on Expenditures 
in the War Department. 
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DEFICIENCY ESTIMATES. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting estimates 
of deficiencies in appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1873, and for prior years; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

ESTIMATES FOR REAPPROPRIATIONS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting estimates 
of amounts for reappropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1275, and for prior years; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


OFFICERS’ QUARTERS, MADISON BARRACKS, NEW YORK. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 


a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting plans and estimates ported in full, for the reason that as a week has elapsed since +} 


for rebuilding officers’ quarters at Madison Barracks, New York; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 


AID TO GALVESTON INSTITUTE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Chief 
of Ordnance upon the bill (H. R. No. 720) in aid of the Galveston In- 
stitute; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


MARITIME JURISDICTION. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Chief 
of Engineers upon the bill (H. R. No. 2464) to declare and define the 
jurisdiction of the United States over the harbors and navigable 
waters of the United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 
GEORGE RITTER. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of Captain 
Amos Stickney, Corps of Engineers, on the petition of George Ritter, 
for relief for alleged injury by obstructions to navigation in front of 
his mills by the construction of a coffer-dam at Des Moines; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
RELIEF 


OF DISCHARGED SOLDIERS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Adju- 
tant General on the bill (H. R. No. 460) for the relief of discharged 
soldiers ; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows : 

lo Mr. Burpick, for three days, on account of important business; 
to Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts, for ten days from February 11; and 
to Mr. CABELL, for five days, on account of important business. 


SATURDAY SESSION FOR DEBATE, 


Mr. WOOD. Imove that when the House adjourns to-day itadjourn 
to meet on Monday next, unless some gentlemen desire to-morrow for 
debate. I would yield for such an amendment. 

Mr. FORT. I understand that quite a number of gentlemen desire 
to speak to-morrow. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is my understanding too. I suggest to the 
gentleman from New York that he change the motion so as to provide 
that the House meet to-morrow for debate only. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks that an agree- 
ment be made by which the House shall meet to-morrow for debate 
only, no business of any sort to be done. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the order just made; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TEMPORARY CLERKS, ETC. 

Mr. DURHAM, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported 
back, with an amendment in the form of a substitute, the bill (H. R. 
No. 2876) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to employ tem- 
porary clerks, making an appropriation for the same, and also mak- 
ing appropriations for detecting trespass on the public lands and for 
bringing into market public lands in certain States, and for other 
purposes; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
I call for the regular order. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order this morning is the 
unfinished business of Friday last. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. In the morning hour are not reports from the 
committees of a private nature the regular business in order f 

The SPEAKER. The House is now considering the unfinished 
business and the morning hour has not yet commenced. When the 
House adjourned on Friday last it had under consideration the report 
of the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar of sundry 
bills, and this being the next day for the consideration of that class 


Mr. BRIGHT. 
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of business they come up as a matter of course as the unfiniehea 
business. ce 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. When do we have the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. The merning hour comes up after these 
from the Committee of the Whole are disposed of. 

The first bill to be disposed of reported from the Committee of the 
Whole with a favorable recommendation is a bill (H. R. No. ” 
the relief of William C. Snyder, of Illinois. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Where do we strike the Calendar this morni, 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order, as the Chair has alpes 


stated, is the unfinished business of last Friday, being report from thy» 


report 


206) for 
r? 


Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar of sundry }j| apes tl] 
various recommendations. — 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is before we go into committee. 

The SPEAKER. Of course. The bills which have been reported 
from the Committee of the Whole the Chair will direct to 5 
last consideration the details of the bills may have escaped mem)! 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is right. 

The SPEAKER. In due caution the Chair has thought best the 
bills should be read in full. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is right; but I would ask the Chair whera 
we will strike the Private Calendar when we again go into Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. By reference to the Calendar the gentleman fro 
Ohio will see some twelve bills were reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on Friday last and the first bill in order is the bill (H. R 
No. 536) for the relief of W. C. Snyder, of [linois. The first 
which will come up after the morning hour will be a bill (1H. R. No 
1496) for the relief of George H. Giddings. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I thought the first bill in order in committee j 
the bill which was last under discussion there, being a bill (1. R. Ny 
1895) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman 
there may be some confusion, perhaps it would be well enoug! 
settle that question now. 

The SPEAKER. There have been several decisions in Committee 
of the Whole on that bill. 

Mr. FINLEY. If permitted, I can explain that matter. The bil! 
(H. R. No. 1895) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoflman 
was under consideration in the Committee of the Whole on Friday, 
January 19, and when the committee rose that was the untir 
business. I understand it to come over as the first unfinished ) 
ness when we go into the Committe of the Whole on the Private Cal 
endar to-day. 

Mr. GARFIELD. That is my understanding; that it is the first 
question in order when we go into Committee of the Whole to-day 

The SPEAKER. The occupant of the chair has nothing todo with 
the Committee of the Whole and the gentleman’s relief in the com 
mittee. The bill now before the House for consideration is the bill 
(H. R. No. 536) for the relief of William C. Snyder, of Illinois, which 
was favorably reported from the Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 
vate Calendar on Friday last. 

The bill, which was read in extenso, was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. EDEN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ers 


As 


1 to 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills, reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar with a favorable recommendat 
were severally read, and ordered to be engrossed and read a t 
time ; and being engrossed, they were accordingly read the third time, 
and passed : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1947) granting a pension to Dwight A. Barrett, 
late a private in Company E, Forty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry; 

A bill (H. R. No. 142) granting a pension to George McCoy ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 305) granting a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Max- 
well, widow of the late Colonel A. C. Maxwell, One hundred and 
ninety-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 467) restoring the name of Thomas Crawford, a 
soldier of the Mexican war, to the pension-roll ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1948) granting a pension to Bridget T. Hopper; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1949) granting a pension to Benjamin C. Webster; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1950) granting a pension to Elizabeth D. Stone; 

A bill (H. R. No. 742) granting a pension to Reuben J. Chewning; — 

A bill (H. R. No. 535) for the relief of the executors of the estate of 
John 8. Miller, deceased ; and ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1272) for the relief of the Old Dominion Steam- 
ship Company. 

3. H. DUNCAN. 


* A bill (H. R. No. 1966) for the relief of J. H. Duncan, post master 
at Elberton, Georgia, reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar with an amendment, was next taken 
up, and the amendment was concurred in; and then the bill, as 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
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JOHN WITHERSPOON AND JAMES SUFFELL. 


4 bill (H. R. No. 342) for the relief of John Witherspoon and James 
cel], of Kentucky, reported adversely from the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, was laid on the table. 


BROTHERTOWN INDIANS. 


\ bill (H. R. No. 1135) to authorize the issue of a patent to certain 
lands in the Brothertown reservation in the State of Wisconsin to the 
p rsons selected by the Brothertown Indians, reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar with a favorable 
recommendation, was next taken up. 

The bill authorizes the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
vive full title to the Brothertown Indians of all the townsbip of land, 
containing 23,040 acres of land, lying on the east side of Winnebago 
Lake, in the State of Wisconsin, which, by the provision of a treaty 
made with the Menomonee Indians, on the 17th day of February, 
1x31, and ratified on the 9th day of July, 1832, was reserved for the 
nse of the Brothertown Indians, and which, by a subsequent treaty 
with the Menomonees, bearing date October 27, 1832, and ratified the 
13th day of Mareh, 1833, was further secured to the Brothertown In- 
diaus, the right to have the same partitioned, divided, and held by 
them separately and severally in fee-simple. 

The second section authorizes the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to make and issue a patent of all the lands contained in 
said township which are now unpatented to Laton Dick, sr., Lucius 
S. Fowler, David Fowler, and Orrin G. Johnson, residents of Brother- 
town, Calumet County, and State of Wisconsin, and members of the 
Brothertown tribe, in trust for the Brothertown Indians; provided, 
however, that said lands, or any part thereof, shall be sold by said 
trustees whenever a majority of said Brothertown tribe shall petition 
for the same; such sale to be made at public auction, and to the high- 
est and best bidder in cash therefor, after first giving sixty days’ no- 
tice of such sale by advertisement in some newspaper published in 
Calumet Connty, State of Wisconsin ; such advertisement to state the 
time and place of sale, the terms of sale, and a description of the land 
to be sold; and provides that the said trustees shall distribute and 
pay over the proceeds arising from such sale or sales to the Brother- 
town Indians, according to the former usages, customs, and regula- 
tions of said tribe. 

Mr. EDEN. I would inquire of some member of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs why this bill provides for the sale of these Indian 
lands when it seems by the treaty made with these Indians the lands 
were to be partitioned among them? The only information I get is 
from the report, and the report says nothing about the sale of the 
land. From the reading of the bill the lands are to be sold, and I 
should like to have the gentleman having charge of the bill to ex- 
plain why these lands are to be sold when the treaty stipulation, so 
far as appears from the report, provides only that the lands should 
be partitioned. The only defect, as 1 understand, to be cured is to 
issue patents to a portion of the lands for which patents have not 
been issued. 

Mr. SCALES. This bill was reported from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. MORGAN. ] 

Mr. MORGAN. As I understand the purpose of this bill which was 
introduced by the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. WILLIAMS, | it is | 
this: The Brothertown Indians were granted by the Government in 
Is32 a township of land in Wisconsin. That land was in 1833 by law 
allotted and partitioned to the individual Indians of said tribe and | 
patents directed to be issued accordingly. In making this allotment 
and partition there were some fractional pieces of land lying on the 
lake shore, small fractional pieces of land that were not included. 
Now they propose to have these fractional pieces of land sold for the 
benefit of the entire tribe. They cannot be included at this late day 
in the partition made; and therefore they prefer to have the land 
not embraced in the allotment sold and the money divided. The land 
could not under the circumstances be well divided as it is only a small 
tract of land lying along the shore of Lake Winnebago. 

Mr. CONGER. How much? 

Mr. MORGAN. About one hundred acres; the land lying in differ- 
ent fractional pieces along the lake shore. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the gentleman will permit me I will ask hima 
question. Do the Indians agree that this shall take place? 

Mr. MORGAN. The Indians make the application and ask that 
this shall be dome; that certain men be appointed commissioners to 
sell the land; that the same be sold at public sale, and that the 
amount received therefor be divided among the Indians of that tribe 


U aoa to the regulations which are prescribed by the laws of the 
hited States. 





Mr BRIGHT. Will the gentleman allow me further to interrogate 
him? Did the committee consider the consent of the Indians to the 


sale of this property as obviating any objection under the treaty 
stipulations 


Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 
the township of land. 
have the same allotted, partitioned, and patented among the several 
individuals of the tribe. The land under consideration was inad- 
Vertently left out of the allotment and was therefore not patented. | 


Under the treaty they were entitled to 


Mr. CONGER. Then the provisions of this bill would allow per- 
sobs not Indians to buy a part of that township? 


| business outside of the limits of the District 


87 


Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. I will say that the Brothertown Indians 
are civilized Indians and are now citizens of the United States. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I understand the gentleman to say that they 
ask that this shall be done? i : 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir; the Indians ask for it. 
_ Mr. DENISON. Does anybody object to this sale being carried out 
in terms of the bill? , 

Mr. MORGAN. There has been no objection whatever. The mat- 
ter was pending before the last Congress and was reported on favor- 
ably. There was no objection whatever. 

Mr.EDEN. I desire to ask one question further. Under the treaty, 
when the land is divided have the Indians the right to dispose of it? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed 


RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr. EDEN. I move to reconsider the various votes by which bills 
have been passed this morning, and move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


OLIVER YAKE. 

Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3103) for the relief of Oliver Yake, of Sanilac County, Michigan ; 
Ww hich was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at ten minutes past one 
o’clock, and this being Friday, reports from committees of a private 
nature are in order. The call rests with the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

CHINESE INDEMNITY FUND. 

Mr. CRAPO. Iam instructed by the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
to report back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H.R. No. 
923) supplementary to the act entitled “An act to carry into effect 
the convention between the United States and China, coneluded on 
the 8th day of November, 1858, at Shanghai,” approved March 3, 1859, 
and to give the Court of Claims jurisdiction in certain cases. 

Mr. EDEN and Mr. BUTLER made the point of order that this was 
a public bill. 

Mr. CRAPO. 
dividuals. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will examine it; and he directs to be 
read the statement in the Manual in regard to the line of distinction 
between public and private bills. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The line of distinction between public and private bills is so difficult to be 
defined in many cases that it must rest on the opinion of the Speaker and the 
details of the bill. It has been the practice in Parliament and also in Congress to 
consider as private such as are “ for the interest of individuals, public compames 
or corporations, a parish, city, or county, or other locality Lo be a private bill 
it must not be general in its enactments, but for the particalar interest or benefit 
of a person or persons. A pension bill for the relief of a soldier's widow isa 
private bill; bat a bill granting pensions to such persons as a class, instead of 
individuals, is a public bill. Bills for the incorporation of companies, and w 
operations are confined within the District of Columbia, have been treated as | 
vate; but where such companies are authorized to have agencies and transa 
they are treated as publi bil 
granting lands for railroads have always been held to be public; while a bi 
authorizing the extension of a railroad into the District of Columbia, or conferring 
certain privileges upon such an incorporation, has been held to be privat 

The SPEAKER. 
bill; 

That any person or persons, or body corporate, holding and making any claim 
upon the balance of the fund usually designated and known as * the Chinese in 
demnity fund,’ under the control of the Department of State of the United States, 
and now oe for losses sustained by the plunder and destruction, in the 
year 1854, of the bark Caldera, and property on board of said vessel, may, at any 
time within twelve months after the passage of this act, &e 


Mr. CRAPO. 
and its cargo. 

The SPEAKER. The bill, however, would seem to be general in its 
character, allowing others than the owners of that bark to apply. It 
is a general bill in fact, to reach, according tothe statement made by 
the gentleman from Massachusctts, an individual case. 

Mr. EDEN. Is it not a bill to carry into effect the provisions of a 
treaty ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is a public bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. If the Chair will allow me, I will 
say that at the last Congress a similar bill was reported from the 
committee and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and passed as a private bill. 

The SPEAKER. It may have gone there by unanimous consent, 
but the bill is certainly general in its character. It 


The bill is in behalf of certain claimants, private in- 


as 
Ose 


t 
Is 
l 


The Chair finds the following language in this 


The parties interested are the owners of the Caldera 


relates to a 


| treaty, it refers to a fund under the control of the Government of 
Under subsequent acts they were entitled to |"the United States, and the direction and scope of the bill are in the 


line of a public bill. It does not suffer at all by being regarded as a 
public bill, for it will then be in order four days in the wee k, while 
if it is treated as a private bill it will be 
bill day. 


Accordingly the bill was not received 


in order only on private- 





SOS 


DANIEI 
from the ( 


SMALLS. 

Mr. MACKEY, mmmittee on Revolutionary Pensions, re- 
ported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 
1308) for the relief of Daniel Smalls, a soldier of the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed. 


| 
MARIA COULTER. 

Mr. MACKEY also, from the same committee, reported back the | 
petition of Maria Coulter, widow of Andrew Coulter, Nineteenth 
Regiment Iowa Infantry, war of 1561, and moved that the committee 
be discharged from its further consideration, and that the same be 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Phe motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. GARDNER, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
reported back the following adversely : 

A bill (H. R. No. 407) granting a pension to James P. Thompson, of 
McMinnville, Tennessee; and 

A bill (HL. R. No. 706) granting a pension to Henry C. Weatherby, a 
soldier in the war of 1512, 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that this last bill be referred to the Commit- | 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr.GARDNER. Lask that both bills be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the Private Calendar, together with the 
adverse reports. 

The SPEAKER. 
upon. 

? cordingly the bills were referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying adverse reports or- 
dered to be printed. 


That is a right which any gentleman can insist 


CHARLES SLAWSON. 


Mr. GARDNER also, from the same committee, reported back, with | 
a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 99) granting a pension 
to Charles Slawson. 

Mr. BUTLER. That should go to the Private Calendar. 

Mr. GARDNER. I think if gentlemen will hear the bill read they 
will not have objection to its present consideration. 

Mr. EDEN. I think it had better go to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the Private Calendar, 

Accordingly the bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed, 

REBECCA B. REMICK,. 
Mr. PATTERSON, of New York, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the | 
bill (HL. R. No. 1256) granting a pension to Rebecca B. Remick ; which 
was referred tothe Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar 


’ 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported back the following bills and petitions, the committee were 
discharged from their further consideration, and they were referred 
to the several committees indicated : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1641) granting a pension to Franklin Paine—to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. No. 676) to amend an act entitled “ An act granting 
pensions to soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812 and to the widows 
of deceased soldiers,” approved February 14, 1871—to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. No. 359) to extend the provisions of the act of Con- 
gress approved February 14, 1871, granting pensions to certain sol- 
diers and sailors of the war of 1812—to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. No. 1883) granting a pension to Zenas Herrick—to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

A bill (H. R. No. 1391) to equalize the bounties of soldiers who 
served in the late war for the Union—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

‘The petition of Thomas P. Kane for investigation of certain abnses 
and irregularities in the Pension Bureau of the Interior Department— 
to the Committee on Expenditures in the Interior Department. 

rhe petition of Nathaniel K. Smith, for a pension—to the Commit- | 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

A petition for equalization of bounties to soldiers, and a petition 
of citizens of Tennessee, asking Congress to pass the equalization 
act—-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

JOHN 8. HALL. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported back, 
with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 762) granting a 
pension to John 8. Hall, of West Virginia; which was referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be 
printed, 

MARGARET R. COLONY. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported back, | 
with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 2584) granting a | 
pension to Margaret R. Colony, widow of Major Josiah B. Colony, ' 
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| Captain Charles Naylor, of the Second Regiment Pennsylvai 


|} Company A, Fifty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteers ; 


| others; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on t 
| Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 


FEBRUARY 8. 


First Maryland Volunteers; which was referred to the ( ' : 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to bx printed : 
ELIZA A. SEMPLE. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also, from the same committee, reported | 
with amendment House bill No. 989 a bill granting a pens ' 
Eliza A. Semple; which was referred to the Committee of +) 
on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 


KATE ELIZA ROY. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also, from the same committee. a] 


aiso Te p rte 


bill (H. R. No. 3104) granting a pension to Kate Eliza Roy. wi: 


| J. P. Roy, late lieutenant-colonel in the United States Army - 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Commitie of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be printed. 


ABRAM V. MILLER, 
Mr. MACKEY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 1 nortes 


| back, with a recommendation that it pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1 » } 


granting a pension to Abram V. Miller, late lieutenant in Comps 
E of the One hundred and eighty-fourth Regiment of Pennsylya 
Volunteers ; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole o 

Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to b« printed 


JANE D. COTTEN. 
Mr. MACKEY also, from the same committee, reported back 
a recommendation that it pass, the bill (H. R. No. 719) grantiy 
pension to Jane D. Cotten; which was referred to the Committee o 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report 


| ordered to be printed. 


RUTH ELIZABETH NAYLOR, 


Mr. MACKEY also, from the same committee, reported a bil! 
R. No. 3105) granting a pension to Ruth Elizabeth Naylor, wido 


H 
f 


\ 
a Vol- 
unteers, in the Mexican war; which was read a first and secoud time. 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and. 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL W. MARTIN. 

Mr. MACKEY also, from the same committee, reported a bil] 
R. No. 3106) granting a pension to Daniel W. Martin, a privat 
which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the W! 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 


H. 


DANIEL CLARY. 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I am directed by the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions to report back, with a favorable recommendation 
the bill (H. R. No. 503) granting a pension to Daniel Clary. This 
bill passed both Houses during the last Congress, but failed to be« 

a law through some error in the enrollment. I ask that it be consid- 
ered now. 

Mr. EDEN. I think it had better go to the Private Calendar 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I hope the gentleman will not insist 
upon that point. 

Mr. EDEN. Very well; I withdraw the objection. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. BUTLER. Why should this bill have preference over all others? 
Let it go the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts makes the 


| point that the bill must go tothe Private Calendar, and as it contains 


an appropriation the point must be sustained. The bill will be so 
so referred, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 
LEMUEL L. LAWRENCE. 
Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, from the Committee on Invalid Pe 
sions, reported back, with a recommendation that it pass, the bill (ff, 
R. No. 524) granting a pension to Lemuel L. Lawrence, late second 


| lieutenant Company B, in the Sixth Regiment Illinois Cavalry Volun- 
| teers; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Pr 


vate Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


LOUISA J. GUTHRIE. 
Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also, from the same committee, reported 


back, with an amendment in the form a substitute, (IH. R. No. S17 
the bill (H: R. No. 2560) granting a pension to Louisa J. Guthrie and 


he 
¢ 


HUGH B. MACKIN. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also, from the same committee, reportec 

a bill (H. R. No. 3107) granting a pension to Hugh J. Mackin, late a 
private of Company A, Eighth Regiment United States \ oluntes rj 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commitice 


| of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany; 
| report, ordered to be printed. 


JAMES B. GILLESPIE. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also, from the same committee, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it pass, the bill (H. R No. mf 
granting a pension to James B. Gillespie, late a captain Company * 
One hundred and twentieth Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers ; 
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«hich was referted to the Committee of the Whole on the Private | The petition of Mary H. Moore, praying for a pension ; 
Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. A bill (H. R. No. 883) granting a pension to George Huston; 
ADVERSE REPORTS. | The petition of Victoria L. Brewster for an invalid pension ; and 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, also, from the same committee, reported | The petition of Dr. Mary E. Walker. 


hack adversely the following; which were laid on the table, and the 
mpanying reports ordered to be printed: 


JOHN B. TUCKER. 
D ‘ . Mr. RIDDLE also, from the same committee, reported back ad- 
4 bill (H. R. No. 302) to amend an act entitled “An act granting @ | versely a bill (H. R. No. 506) granting a pension to John B. Tucker. 
to A. Schuyler Sutton, approved June 4, 1872; Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to refer that to the Com- 
[he petition of the heirs of James Corbett, late private Company | mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
Hi, Sixteenth Michigan Infantry, for a pension ; and 
The petition of Rutha C. Thompson, for a pension. 


act 


pension 


The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and the adverse report ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL COMPTON. 


: MRS. JULIA H. TOTTEN. 

Mr. WALSH, from the same committee, reported back, with a| Mr. POWERS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 

recommendation that it pass, the bill (H. R. No. 127) for the relief | back favorably a bill (H. R. No. 2519) for the relief of Mrs. Julia H. 

of Daniel Compton, of Troy, Bradford County, Pennsylvania; which | Totten, widow of James Totten, late lieatenant-colonel and assistant 

was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calen- inspector-general United States Army; which was referred to the 

and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accom- 
MARGARET KENAH. panying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALSH also, from the same committee, reported back, with 
an amendment in the form of a substitute, (H. R. No.3109,) the bill (H. 
R. No. 1575) granting a pension to Margaret Kenah, widow of Patrick 
Kenah, late a private in company D, First United States Artillery ; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. A bill (H. R. No. 456) granting a pension to Robert M. Widney ; 


MARY M’NAMARA. The petition of Abraham Kirby, Company F, Third New Hampshire 
Mr. WALSH also, from the same committee, reported back, with | Volunteers, for an increase of pension ; and 
in amendment in the form of a substitute, (H. R. No. 3110,) the bill | A bill (H. R. No. 423) for the relief of William Bullard, of De 
(H. R. No. 1465) granting a pension to Mary McNamara; which was | Kalb County, Tennessee, late private Company B, Fourth Regiment 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, | Mounted Infantry Volunteers. 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


dar 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. POWERS also, from the same committee, reported adversely 
in the following cases; which were laid on the table, and the adverse 
reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1561) granting a pension to Sarah C. Palmer; 





FAVORABLE REPORTS. 
apple Mr. SINNICKSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
Mr. WALSH also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. reported back favorably the following bills; which were severally 
No. 3111) granting a pension to Julia W atkins, widow of James H. referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, 
Watkins, late captain Company B, Purnell Legion, Maryland; which | and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed : 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the | A bill (H. R. No. 97) granting a pension to William A. Miller; and 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, A bill (H. R. No. 1055) granting a pension to Samuel B. Robertson. 
ordered to be printed. ee y 
HENRIETTA STRINGHAM. ; ae. SLY Mt. LEVON 
Mr. WALSH also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H.R. Mr. SINNICKSON also, from the same committee, reported back a 





No. 3112) granting a pension to Henrietta Stringham, widow of Rear- bill ( H. R. No. 1886) granting a pension to Mrs. Emily H. Lyford, with 
Admiral Silas H. Stringham, deceased; which was read a first and | 2 Substitate, (H. R. No. 3113;) which was referred to the Committee 
second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private | ° the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the bill and amendment 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. | and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

FAVORABLE REPORTS. 

Mr. JOYCE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back favorably the following bills; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying 
reports ordered to be printed : 

A bill (H. R. No. 2173) granting a pension to Edwin F. Lewis, late 
acting second assistant engineer United States Navy; 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. WALSH also, from the same committee, reported adversely in | 
the following cases: 
The petition of Anna H. Nones, of Wilmington, Delaware, for a 
pension ; and 
rhe petition of Henry Theysohn, late corporal Company H, Fifty- 
sixth Regiment New York Veteran Volunteer Infantry, for his pension A bill (H. R. No. 1975) to amend an act granting a pension to Will- 


to date from the day he received his injur Vy. i \ fS Yar Mass s ~ " \ 5 
ne ane . Api Ay ie f ord, . é 0 , Massac ‘tts, approve May 9 
The SPEAKER. The petitions will be laid upon the table, and the | 1874 a ae, © enin month fassachuset — d *s 


adverse renor —_ sprinte | ; ee ea : - . 
a wa ports orde red to be printed. i | A bill (H. R. No. 531) restoring the name of Thomas W. Brown to 
Mr. WALSH. There are no written reports accompanying the pe- | po pension-roll ; 


tions. . f i t. No. 300 3 s relief ¢ Judley R. Fis f Bue . 
The SPEAKER. The rule provides that there should be written oo eer ee eon Nee ae ee ee remy ee eg 


ne ennes cases. ; : % ; A bill (H. R. No. 1809) granting a pension to William H. Shultis, 
aan? aan aty OF RIO. 1at is correct ; it does require written reports. | jate of Company K, Fourteenth Regiment, New York Volunteers ; 
The SI EAKER. The rule will be read. A bill (H. R. No. 844) granting a pension to Mary Martin, mother 
rhe Clerk read as follows: a : aE Knstin late « voieain! e Fi es 
by adoption of James R. Martin, late a private in the Fifth Regiment 
. And myenaver the report is adverse, the same shall be in writing and ordered to | Vermont Volunteers: and 
ye printer : "i . : ‘ : 
5 : : : . A bill (H. R. No. 2028) granting a pension to Isabelle Cassidy. 
Mr. WALSH. I will write out the formal written adverse report . ‘Canine , DAY 
to go with these petitions. : opeannnpenenee 
The SPEAKER. The petitions will be laid upon the table, and the | _ Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. 
alverse reports ordered to be printed. No. 3114) providing for an increase of pension to Charles H. Day; 
It was so ordered. which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
BURNLY D, SMITH. of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 


On motion of Mr. RIDDLE, the Committee on Invalid Pensions was | TP0rt, ordered ‘to be printed. 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 2595) ELIZABETH J. TOTTEN. 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension- | Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported, as a substi- 
roll the name of Burnly D. Smith, of Todd County, Kentucky, for | tute for the bill (H.R. No. 1564) granting a pension to Elizabeth 
services in the war of 1812; and the same was referred to the Commit- | Totten, widow of Commodore Benjamin J. Totten, a bill (H. R. No. 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 3115) granting a pension to Elizabeth J. Totten, widow of the late 
. . . Commodore Benjamin J. Totten, United States Navy; which was 
Mr. R . ee a read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
Mr. RIDDLE also, from the same committee, reported back favor- | on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
ably a bill (H. R. No. 439) granting a pension to Jonathan R. Tilman; | to be printed. : 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calender, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 









MRS. MARIA B. CRAIG. 


Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported, as a substitute 

ADVERSE REPORTS. | for the bill (H. R. No. 1363) for the relief of Mrs. Maria B. Craig, a 

Mr. RIDDLE also, from the same committee, reported adversely in | bill (H. R. No. 3116) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Maria B. 

the following cases; which were laid upon the table, and the reports | Craig; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

ordered to be printed : | mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- 
A bill (H. R. No. 2504) granting a pension to Harriet Leonard ; | panying report, ordered to be printed. 
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SAMUEL AND MARY F. MERCER. 

Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported back, with an 
adverse recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 828) granting a pension 
to Samuel and Mary F. Mercer; and the same was laid on the table, 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed, 

WILLIAM H. PARKER. 

Mr. JOYCE also, from the same committee, reported back, with an 
adverse recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 2175) for the relief of 
William H. Parker, late a private in Company F, Second New York 
Cavalry; and the same was laid on the table, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

ABRAHAM ALSTEAD., 


Mr. RAINEY, from the same committee, reported back, with a | 


favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 849) for the relief of 


Abraham Alstead, late a second lieutenant of Company A, of the Fif- | 


ty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; and the same was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed, 

A. M. TINSLEY. 


Mr. RAINEY also, from the same committee, reported back, with a 
favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 1044) granting a pen- 
sion to A. M. Tinsley, of Trousdale County, Tennessee, late of the 
First Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, in the Mexican war; and the 
same was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- 
endar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

SUSAN L. WATSON. 

Mr. RAINEY also, from the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. 
No. 3117) granting a pension to Susan L. Watson, widow of Adolphus 
kK. Watson, late pay director in the naval service of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

AMOS HIXSON. 


Mr. RAINEY also, from the same committee, reported back, with an 
adverse recommendation, the petition of Amos Hixson, for pension ; 
and the same was laid on the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM TRUETT, 


Mr. METCALFE, from the same committee, reported back, with a 
favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 3°7) for the relief of 
William Truett, late of Company H, Fifth Tennessee Cavalry, United 
States Volunteers; and the same was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

SAMUEL L. PAINE. 


Mr. METCALFE also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
(iH. R. No. 3118) granting a pension to Samuel L. Paine, late a private 
in Company D, Ninth Regiment of Maine Volunteers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and, withthe accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 


WORTHINGTON AND SIOUX FALLS RAJLROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 
2655) to authorize the Worthington and Sioux Falls Railway Com- 
pany, to extend its road into the Territory of Dakota to the village 
of Sioux Falls; and the same was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be-printed. 

JOHN I. THOMAS, 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee of Claims, reported a bill (H. R- 
No. 3119) for the relief of John I. Thomas; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, with the accompanying report, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIMS UNDER ACT OF JULY 4, 1866. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am also instructed by the Committee of Claims 
to report back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 
3008) for the allowance of certain claims reported by the accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department. Iask present action on this bill. 

Che bill is a very long one and contains a large number of names, 
and I suppose the members of the House do not desire to hear them 
read. I ask that the report be read. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, (Executive Document No. 31,) bearing date January 14, 1878, and 
containing a schedule of three hundred and forty-nine claims arising under the act 
of July 4, 1464, examined and allowed since January 17, 1877, amounting in the 
aggregate to $132,617.47, having had the same under advisement, beg eave to 
report the accompanying bill, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Your committee would state that they caused a careful examination to be made 
of the original written schedule of claims, and compared it with the printed doc 
ument No. 31, which was referred to the committee, and they found an error in 
the statement of the number of cases reported to the House, the true namber 
being 349 instead of 345. 

Your committee also find that the aggregate amount of these claims is $132,617.47 
instead of $131,406.35, as reported by the Secretary. In this connection it may be 
proper to state that the names of the claimants and the amount allowed each, as 


| ical error of the Department 
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stated in the accompanying bill, correspond exactly with the 1 
furnished by the Secretary. The difference in the aggregat 


E ist 


Claim No. 39,048, of John A. Thompson, of Jefferson County. Wee 1 
was reported by the Secretary as amounting to $9; but as the Third 


| the Treasury, in a letter addressed to the chairman of your committee. 


date than the Secretary's report, (which letter accompanies the papers 
that the amount should have been $109, your committee, on his recomme 
have so reported it in the bill. pa 

The committee would further state that they obtained the original » 
the Treasury ee and, without making them a part of this - 


them before the House for reference, should the validity of any one of | 


| be called in question. These papers, upon examination, were found to corres 


with the schedule of the Secretary. 

Your committee found it impracticable, consistent with other duties. to, 
the details of every one of the claims, and they have been constraine: 
their prima facie correctness, because they have been adjudged valid | 
termaster’s Department and allowed on review by the Third Audito; 
Comptroller. 

Finding no reason to impugn the judgment of those officers in relation ¢ 
claims, they feel warranted in recommending them to the favorabk 
House. 


action 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon ordering the bill to be ep. 
grossed and read a third time. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. This bill calls for a very Jaree ony, 
of money and I do not want to see it pass without knowing so . 
thing more about it. I raise the point of order that it contains 
appropriation and should receive its first consideration in Committ 
of the Whole. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It has been the custom of the House to pass bills of 
a similar character under a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain to-day a mot 
suspend the rules. : 

Mr. BANKS. I hope the point of order will not be insisted upon 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I am informed that these claim 
have been carefully examined, and I therefore withdraw my p 
order. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third ¢ 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BRIGHT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bil! 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on t 
table. ; 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EUGENE LEITENSDORFER. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, from the Committee of Clain 
ported back adversely the bill (H. R. No, 1083) for the relief of | 
Leitensdorfer; which was laid on the table, and the accompan 
report ordered to be printed. 

DAVID G. BURNETT. 

Mr. DAVIS, of North Carolina, also, from the same committe: 
ported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H.R. No. 
for the relief of the heirs of David G. Burnett; which was referr 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the acco 
panying report ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH B. CUSTER. 

Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee of Claims, reported a bill (II. R. 
No. 3120) for the relief of Elizabeth B. Custer; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole o: 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to lx 
printed, 


E. J. GURLEY. 

Mr. DICKEY also, from the same committee, reported back, with a 
favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 658) for the relief of E 
J. Gurley, of McLennan County, Texas; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompany- 
ing report ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPHINE C. OWEN. 


Mr. DICKEY also, from the same committee, reported back, wit 
favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 1243) for the r 
Josephine C. Owen, postmaster at Randolph, New York; which 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPOKTS. 

Mr. DICKFY also, from the same committee, reported adversely upon 
the following ; which were laid on the table, and the accompany ig 
reports ordered to be printed : 

A bill (H. R. No. 995) for the relief of Charles E. Pierson; and 

The petition of Charles H. Mason for relief on account of cigar-staips 
stolen. 

JAMES H. WELLS. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, from the same committee, reported adversely upon 
the following; which was laid on the table, and the accompany! 
report ordered to be printed: a 

A bill (H. R. No. 600) for the relief of the widow of James H. W« Ils, 

JAMES D. HOLMAN. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Iam also directed by the Committee of Claims to 
report back, with a favorable recommendation, House bill No. 290 f 7 
the relief of James D. Holman. I would like to have the bill consi¢- 
ered now. I think it will not occupy much time. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which objections 8 ll 
be in order. 
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rhe bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay $25,000 to James | the Private Calendar, all general debate shall be limited to one hour, 


Pp. Holman in fall for the value of his improvements taken by the | to be divided equally between the friends and the opponents of the 


i yited States and included within the military reservation at Cape 
Disappointment, in Washington Territory, the same to be in full of 
:|| claims for compensation and damages arising out of the appropri- 
ation of said property by the United States. 
“Mr. EDEN. That bill makes an appropriation and should receive 
its first consideration in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I think if the gentleman will allow me one mo- 
went to explain the bill he will withdraw his point of order. 

Mr. EDEN. I must insist upon the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The point of order having been made, the bill will 
he referred to the Committee of the Whole and placed on the Private 
(‘alendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the House now resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the business on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. HUNTON. Before that motion is put I ask nnanimous consent 
of the House that debate on the bill (H. R. No. 1895) for the relief of 
W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman be limited to thirty minutes. 
That bill is the unfinished business in Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I desire to make some remarks upon that 
hill which relate to the entire class of claims of which that is one. 
I think I will not have time enough should the debate be limited as 
the gentleman indicates. 

Mr. HUNTON. How much time does the gentleman want ? 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I think I shall want thirty minutes myself. 

Mr. HUNTON. Then I will ask that the time be limited to fifty 
minutes 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] asks 
unanimous consent of the House that the debate upon House bill 
No. 1895 be limited to fifty minutes when its consideration is next 
resumed in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr.CONGER. Iobject to any limitation at present. The commit- 
tee can rise at any time and ask for an order of the House limiting 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. 
of the Whole. 

Mr. GOODE. It was debated for two whole days. 

Mr. CONGER. Which shows that members take a great deal of 
interest in it, and have some views in regard to it. 

Mr. GOODE. And they have already expressed their views, too. 

Mr. CONGER. Some have and some have not. 

The SPEAKER. This bill has once been considered in Committee 
of the Whole, and discussed at length. The Chair is of opinion that 
the House can now limit general debate upon it. The rule says that 
debate shall not be limited by the House on any bill until it shall first 
have been considered in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CONGER. The Speaker made the proposition for unanimous 
consent, and on that I made the objection. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia asked unanimous 
consent, but he had the right to make the motion. 

Mr. CONGER. And unanimous consent being asked I had the 
right to object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not questioned that. 

Mr. CONGER. Then the Chair asks the House to put a limit which 
no member has yet moved to put. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia asked unanimous 
consent, the Chair repeated the request as made, but objection being 
made by the gentleman from Ohio as to the length of time then the 
gentleman from Virginia proposed to extend it from thirty to fifty 
minutes. Then the gentleman from Michigan objecting to the propo- 
sition for unanimous consent, the Chair understood that the gentle- 
man from Virginia wished to modify his proposition so as to make it 
a motion, which would be in order. 

Mr. HUNTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman had made a motion there would 
have been no conflict; but the gentleman did not make a motion, 
though the Chair assumed that he did. 

rhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia was standing on 
the floor and entering into an agreement with the gentleman from 
Ohio to change the time from thirty to fifty minutes. It is the duty 
of the Chair to facilitate business and to make suggestions to mem- 
bers in that connection. 

Mr. HUNTON. It is not my desire to stifle debate on this subject; 
but the bill has been debated two whole days in Committee of the 
Whole without arriving at a conclusion. I desire to accommodate as 
lar as ay be gentlemen who are desirous to speak against the bill, 
but surely an hour will be sufficient time in which to debate it. 

Mr. CONGER. I have no objection to that, if the time can be di- 
vided between the friends and the opponents of the Dill. 

The SPEAKER. Is 
divided equally ? 

Mr. HUNTON, 

rhe SPEAKER. 


This bill has once been considered in Committee 


Yes, sir. 
The question is on the motion of the gentleman 


from \ irginia, that when the House shall resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the bill, which is the unfinished business upon 





















it the understanding that the time shall be 


bill. 


The motion was agreed to. 
ELECTION CONTEST—ACKLIN VS. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 


DARRALL. 
I am instructed by the Committee of 


Elections to make a report in the contested-election case of Acklin 
vs. Darrall, from the third cougressional district of Louisiana. 
that the report be printed; and I give notice that on next Wednes- 
day I will call up the case for consideration. 


I ask 


The SPEAKER. The resolution reported by the committee will be 


read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That Chester B. Darrall was not elected and is not entitled to a seat in 


the House of Representatives from the third congressional district of Louisiana. 


Resolved, That Joseph H. Acklin was elected and is entitled to a seat in the 


House of Representatives from the third congressional district of Louisiana. 


Mr. PRICE. On behalf of the minority of the committee I ask to 


submit their views in this case. 


The SPEAKER. The resolutions proposed by the minority of the 


committee will be read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That Chester B. Darrall is entitled to a seat in this House as a Repre- 


sentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the third congressional district of the 
State of Louisiana. 


Resolved, That Joseph H. Acklin is not entitled to a seat in this House as a Rep- 


resentative in the Forty-fifth Congress from the third congressional district of the 
State of Louisiana. 


The SPEAKER. The report of the committee, together with the 


views of the minority, will be laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. THORNBURGH. The gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. 


Wait,] the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Hiscock,] and myself 
have signed neither of these reports. 
views in the case, and have them printed with the reports already 
presented. 


We desire leave to file our 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection leave will be granted, 
There was no objection. 
SAFETY OF THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. ROBERTS. 1am instructed by the Committee of Accounts 


to report back the Senate resolution which I send to the desk, with 
a recommendation that it be concurred in. 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That the officers 


having in charge the books and files now stored in the lofts of the old portion of 

the Capitol building shal' cause the same to be moved into the basements, or other 

places in the building safe from firs 

now in use, a liberal supply of fire-buckets be re ed in all portions of the Capitol 
] 


and that, in addition to the fire-extinguishers 


where there is danger from fire. And it shall also be hereafter the duty of the 


Capitol police to keep the fire-buckets well filled with water, and to make daily 
inspections of the building, with a view to take proper measures against damage 
from fire. 


Resolved, That the expense of carrying out the provisions of the foregoing reso- 


lution be paid out of the contingent funds of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in proportion to the amount incurred by either House for this service. 


Mr. ROBERTS. This work has been done; and the resolution 
merely provides for payment. 

The resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was concurred in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

NUNIS H. COVERDALE. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs a bill (H. R. No. 3121) for the 
relief of Nunis H. Coverdale; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calen- 
dar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ASA WEEKS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, also, by unanimous consent, from 
the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3122) to compensate 
Asa Weeks for his labor and expense in perfecting torpedoes, tor- 
pedo machinery, and the art of torpedo warfare for the sole and ex- 
clusive benefit of the United States, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF WILMINGTON AND SAN LUIS OBISPO HARBORS. 

Mr. WIGGINTON, by unanimous consent, presented concurrent 
resolutions relative to Wilmington Harbor, and to the improvement 
of the harbor of San Luis Obispo; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

W. H. NEWMAN AND L. A. VAN HOFFMAN. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I now move that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, (Mr. Yeates in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The House resumes consideration of the bill (H. 
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R. No. 1595) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman, | words, Alexandria being in the center of the operations of the Arn 
and the House has limited the debate to one hour. these Pioneer Mills, for storage-room, and the large and valua 
Mr. CONGER. I ask the reading of the bill before we proceed any | wharf belonging to the estate, for shipping supplies and in forwarqi,,, 
further, so we may know exactly what is the question under consid- | troops to Fortress Monroe, Acquia Creek, Harrison’s Landing vy; 
eration ginia, and other points on the coast, were required by the Goverppens 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be read. as a matter of military necessity from the time our Arm 
The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the | that place in 1861 until the close of the war in 1465. 
Treasury to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise The only inference warranted from the language used by the eo, 
appropriated, to W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman the sum of | mittee in their report presenting this claim to the House is that jt. 
$1%,430.67, in full compensation for the use of the Pioneer Mills, in | a claim growing out of the operations of the Army. But, in the ea. 
Alexandria, Virginia, by the United States authorities during the | ond place, the committee tell us this claim was presented to the W., 
late war Department and rejected because the act of February, 1867, pro}j)). 
Mr. WADDELL. I wish to inquire of the Chair whether, when we | ited payment of a claim created in a State in rebellion. No one w 
get through the pending case, the committee will then go back to the | claim that the act of February, 1867, prohibited payment of rent dye 
beginning of the Calendar to consider the cases pending at the first | upon a contract,and, had not the War Department found that it « 
session of this Congress and which are yet undisposed of, or whether | a claim “ arising out of the operations of war,” there would have bee 
we will have to go through the Calendar before going back to the | no warrant for its rejection. If it had been a claim for rent due ypoy 
beginning ? contract, the Wor Department would have been bound to pay ry 
The CHAIRMAN. The Calendar will have to be gone through with | The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] follows up the sugges. 
regularly before the cases to which the gentleman refers can be taken | tion first made, if I am not mistaken, by the gentleman from Virgin . 
up. (Mr. HunTon,] that “Alexandria was excepted by Mr. Lincoly’. 
Mr. GARFIELD. My colleague had the floor on this bill when we | proclamation, and was not declared to be in insurrection ;” but [ ¢)] 
adjourned, and is entitled to whatever of his hour remains. the attention of the gentlemen and of the House to the fact that the 
Mr. HUNTON. I was going to ask, with the permission of the | law of 1567 not only prohibited payment for stores and supplies and 
Chair, the agreement which was entered into in the House as to how | for the use and occupancy of real estate taken and furnished in the 
the debate should be carried on during the hour to which it has been | States in insurrection and rebellion by proclamation of the President 
limited. I do not propose now to speak to the bill itself. of the United States, but also in States which, by an ordinance of 
Mr. GARFIELD. I only wish to state that my colleague is entitled | secession, attempted to withdraw from the United States Govern. 
to the floor. ment. Alexandria was in a State that attempted to secede by ordi- 
Mr. HUNTON. The House, before going into committee, limited | nance of secession, and although excepted in the proclamation was 
debate on this bill to one hour, with the understanding that one-half | not excepted in the law. 
of the time should be given to the opponents of the bill and the other But further, if it had been a claim based upon contract, then the 
half to its friends. Court of Claims had jurisdiction and could have heard and determined 
Phe CHAIRMAN. That is the understanding of the Chair. it at any time within six years after the sameaccrued. The Court of 
Mr. HUNTON. Itis understood the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. | Claims since its organization has had complete jurisdiction to hear 
CONGER] shall control the thirty minutes in opposition to the bill. and determine all cases arising on contract either express or implied 
Mr. JONES, of Ohio. But I have the floor. with the United States Government. The acts restricting the juris 
Mr. CONGER. The gentleman bas stated perhaps correctly; but | diction of the Court of Claimsdid not restrict in any manner its gen- 
I think the gentleman from Ohio had the tloor when the committee | eral jurisdiction to hear and determine cases arising on contract. The 
rose, and under the rule he is entitled to the floor. I endeavored to | owners of the claim did not present it to the Court of Claims, that had 
acquire the right to one-half of the time for the purpose of speaking | jurisdiction if it were a claim arising on contract, but did present it 
against the bill. If the gentleman from Ohio is entitled in his own | to the southern claims commission as a claim “arising out of the 
right to the floor, I do not see how any agreement can take it from | operations of the war,” and it was rightfully rejected for want of 
him. jurisdiction because claims for rent and the use of real estate were 
Mr. HUNTON. The House has limited debate on this bill to one | held not to be included in quartermaster supplies by long-settled usage 
hour, thirty minutes of which are to be devoted to the friends of the } and construction. The report of the committee, the decision of the 
bill and thirty to those who oppose it. How this is to be arranged | War Department, and the conduct of the owners of the claim, ia this 
among those who opposed the bill is for them to determine. But the | case all converge in establishing the fact that this claim has no other 
House has limited debate to one hour, and I hope those who are op- | basis on which it can be placed than that of a claim “ arising out of 
posed as well as those who favored the bill will acquiesce in the decis- | the operations of war.” 
ion of the House. Such being the nature of the claim under consideration, I submit 
Mr. BURCHARD. The gentleman from Ohio had the floor at the | that the honorable gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SprinGer] does 
time the committee rose, and I presume under the rule he is entitled | great injustice to Mr. Tilden when he says he had no reference in 
to whatever of his hour remains. his celebrated letter to the class of claims to which this belongs. | 
Mr. EDEN. I believe the gentleman from Ohio made his speech | fear he has not given that close attention to the reading of the letter 
the other day and then yielded the floor. that it so eminently deserves. The claims to which he refers, after 
the CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the House has limited | speaking of southern war claims, have so many points of similarity, 
debate to one hour with the understanding that one-half of the time | so identically like the one under consideration, as almost to give rise 
was to be given to the friends of the bill and the other half to those | to the suspicion that these claimants must have applied to Mr. Tilden 
opposed to it. With that understanding the Chair recognizes the | for a certificate of loyalty before they applied for proof to Mr. Evarts, 
gentleman from Ohio for one-half of the time. and that he must have had this claim in his mind when he wrote that 
Mr. CONGER. If the Chair recognizes the gentleman from Ohio | part of the letter in which he says: 
as entitled to the floor,then he is entitled to what remains of his 


¥ occupied 


is 





: The danger to the National Treasury is not from persons who aided the rebellion 
hour. The Recorp will show how much time the gentleman occupied | but from claims of persons residing in the Southern States, or having prop y 


aiding 


he Ss ’ ‘ fore , » is entitle these States, who were, or pretended to be,or who for the sake o 
when this question was up before and how much he is entitled to claims now pretend to be, eval to the Government of the Union. Such cl 
we 5 4 > be even of loyal persons, where they are from acts caused by the operations of the 

The CHAIRMAN. But the debate has been limited by the House. | war, have been disowned by the public law of civilized nations, condemned by the 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman, as I understand, yielded, when he | Supreme Court of the United States, and only find any status by the force of speciti 
ocrupied the floor before, to a motion that the committee rise legislation of Congress. These claims have become stale and are often tainted wit! 

Mr. JONES. of Ol 7 l ak 3 altel ese aoe ~ fraud. They are nearly always owned in whole or in part by claim agents, dj 

Mr. JONES, 0 Oo. do not thin shail occupy more t 141 | speculators, or lobbyists who have no equity against tax-payers or the public 
twenty minutes and perhaps I may be able to finish in fifteen min- : . 
niet It is one of the same class of claims referred to by other distin- 

(he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio will proceed guished leaders of the democracy of the North during the congres 

d AUN. g é . A . . 7 > Ai onisher 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I was interrupted in the course | Sional as well as the presidential canvass of 1876. 2 er 

ES . ac 1 Tw A » Sneake fe, and Who 
of my remarks the other day by the controversy that sprang up as to | Colleague, [Mr. SaYLER,] once the Speaker of this House, ai tn the 
the proper interpretation and meaning of Mr. Tilden’s letter, from deservedly enjoys the esteem and confidence of his Le a 
which I quoted, and did not finish the argument I had commenced. | Northwest in an eminent degree, in reply to questions 4 8 ob = S 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] said the letter referred him on this subject, in a carefully prepared letter dated October» 
to “claims arising out of the operations of war,” and asserted that this A. D, 1876, said: 
claim is not of that class, but is one “for rent of property, which was i = aioe os = oO pene toca will vete against the payment of = 
nom ts sen > Utne ale éhutad ‘ - a ,y | and supplies taken or furnished to the United States Army, or of rent for the us 
. : he ov Gover len pd Now, - ener that the : a. _ 7 and occupation of property, including vessels, in favor of a citizen who was dis 
consi eration is in its esse nee anc su S ance no more and no 1€88 | loyal during the war. Indeed, I will go a little further than yours lf in . 
than a claim “ arising out of the operations of war. ’ This appears from | matter, and say that I am very suspicious of the great body of this class of cls 
the report of the committee accompanying this bill. The committee | a by = preteen ary. oe =. at Present — suet the 

; : ao ae a om against them. would cheerfully support a bi yroperly dra aga . 
set forth the manner in which the commissary of the Union Army | ;ecognition ot payment of this class of claims, and wall go further, and say that I 
seized the property on the 17th day of December, 1861, and assert that think such a bill ought to preclude the perpetual reintroduction into each new 
the Government required--not rented, but required—the use of “said Congress not only of these but of manifold other claims which have been pending 
Pioneer Mills, including a large and valuable wharf belonging to the | i# one Congress after another for the last ten years. 
estate, until the 25th day of August, 1865, and during all that time It has been said that the letter of Mr. Tilden cost him the! ol 
the owners thereof were deprived of the use of the same.” In other | dency, and it was predicted by the republican press of Ohio at the 
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time that Mr. SAYLER’s letter would cost him the Speakership of this 

jonse. I know nothing about the truth of these speculations, but I 
jelieve these letters won more support for the democratic party in the 
North than any other documents published during the campaign. 
According to the view I take of this question, it is not necessary to 
jiscuss the facts of this particular case. The report of the committee 
3 sewhat remarkable for what it does not state. For instance, it 
states the claimants “ never for a moment resided in a seceded State,” 
buat omits to state where they do reside. For anything that appears, 
ope of them may have resided in England, as has been charged, and 
they may (up to the time of the occupation of Alexandria by our 
troops) have been furnishing the confederate authorities at Richmond 
with flour at the rate of one hundred barrels a day and receiving their 
pay in exchange on London, as has likewise been charged, with how 
much truth we have no proper means of knowing, and so far as the 
validity of the argument I make against this bill is concerned it is 
immaterial. It is not my intention to detain the committee at this 
time by discussing the elementary principles of national law on the 
subject of the payment of war claims, but to simply call attention 
to the fact that the Government has never yet admitted its liability 
to pay the class of claims to which the one under consideration be- 
longs. No provision has been made by law for the payment of rent 
for use and occupation of real estate. 

4 claim was presented for rent for premises belonging to Mrs. 8. D. 
Willard, occupied and used for a hospital at Murfreesborough, Ten- 
nessee, aud after careful consideration it was decided by Quarter- 
master-General Meigs, as early as 1865 at least, that there was no 
authority for its payment and that such claims should only, if at all, 
be prov ided for by general legislation. The decision was approved 
and published by the War Department as a guide, and has been ac- 
quiesced in and followed by every Department of the Government 
It seems some such claims were paid in Nashville and some 
other towns before the attention of the Department was called to the 
matter and the practice corrected, but they were paid by subordinate 
ofticers under a misapprehension of their duties and without author- 
ity of law. The first act passed defining the position of Congress on 
the subject of claims was the act of July 4, 1864, restricting the Court 
of Claims and providing “for the payment of certain demands of 
loyal citizens for quartermaster stores and subsistence supplies fur- 
nished to the Army of the United States,” which act was extended 
in Jane, A. D. 1866, to the counties of Berkeley and Jefferson, of the 
State of West Virginia, and in July, A. D. 1866, “ to the loyal citizens 
of the State of Tennessee,” and in 1871 by the act establishing the 
southern claims commission to all the Southern States. Under the 
act of 1564, however, and its various extensions alluded to, it was 
held that “ rent for the use and occupation of real estate” was not 
included in quartermaster stores. I read extracts from the Digest 
of Opinions of the Judge-Advocate General, page 99, as follows : 

Ield that a claim for compensation for the use of a warehouse occupied by the 

ment for a certain period during the rebellion, at Vicksburgh, Mississippi, 

ot within the provisions of the act of July, 164, not only because such claim 

not one originating in a Joyal State, but because the use of a building, taken 
ession of by the Government in the enemy's country by the paramount right 

f capture, is not deemed as included in the term quartermaster stores as used in 
sact.—xviii, 506. So held of a claim for rent of a house in New Orleans, appro- 


riated in 1863 by the military authorities as a dwelling for certain families of sol- 
iers, such use not being in the nature of quartermaster stores.—xix, 428. And 
renerally that the occupation of real estate was neither quartermaster nor 
ibsistence stores in the sense of the act of July 4, 1x64.—xxvi, 51. Held that the 
use, for the purposes of an Army hospital, of the house and furniture of a citizen 
of Virginia, taken possession of and occupied during the war, was not quarter 
master stores, and that a claim therefor could not be entertained under the act of 


ls64. So of a house taken and used forthe same purpose in Mississippi.—xvii, 599 


js son 


since. 


The members of the southern claims commission, in their first report, 


say upon this question, (and of course they must have given it the 
most careful consideration :) 


Claims for rent and the use of real estate have been urged for allowance as quar- 
tertmasters a If rent be included in quartermasters’ s-pplies, then claims 
for rent by loyal citizens in the States not in rebellion should have been allowed 
under the act of July 4, 1°64; but the uniform usage of the Department under that 
act has heen to reject them as not being quartermasters’ supplies. The prohibitory 
actof February, 1867, provides as follows: “The act of July 4, 1864, shall not be 
construed to anthorize the settlement of any claim for supplies or stores taken or 
furnished for the use of or used by the armies of the United States, nor for the 
occupation or injury to real estate, nor for the nema. appropriation, or de- 
struction of or fordamage to personal property by the military authorities or troops 
of the United States, when such claim originated during the war for the suppres 
sion of the southern rebellion, in a State or part of a State declared in insurrection 
by the proclamation of the President of the United States, dated July 1, 1862, or in 
4 State which by an ordinance of secession attempted to withdraw from the United 
States Government,” &c. 

By the act of March 3, A. D. 1871, Congress established the southern 
calms Commission, giving it jurisdiction of such claims as might be 
brought before it of all citizens who remained loyal adherents to the 
cause of the Government during the war for “stores or supplies” 
taken or furnished during the rebellion for the use of the Army in 
‘tates in insurrection against the United States. This court had 
Jurisdiction to secure the attendance of witnesses on behalf of the 
Government and to send agents into localities to examine and cross- 
examine witnesses of claimants and in all respects to hear causes by 
trial in open court. But this court was never authorized to allow a 
Claim for rent for the use or occupation of real estate. The commis- 


sioners decided, and correctly too, that rent for use of real estate was | 


hot included in the term “stores and supplies;” and IJ affirm without 
tear of successful contradiction that no law has ever authorized any 


863 


Department of the Government, court, commission, or tribunal of any 
kind whatever to adjust, audit, allow, or determine any claim such 
as the one under consideration for rent for use and occupation of real 
estate rendered necessary by the operations of the Army in the South- 
ern States. The adjustment of claims growing out of the war has 
been attended with great ditliculty ; and in A. D. 1873, Congress un- 
dertook to shut the door even against claims for “stores and supplies” 
by a provision that claims not presented by March 3, 1873, should be 
forever barred. In 1874, however, the act of 1864 and the various 
amendments thereto were revived so far as to authorize the heads of 
Departments to receive and examine and consider the justice of such 
claims for “stores and supplies” as might be brought before them 
and present them to Congress; but the Departments are not author- 
ized to pay them. 

I will not now discuss the propriety of cutting off these claims by 
the application to them of these statutes of limitation. It is claimed, 
however, by some able writers that there is greater reason for apply- 
ing statutes of limitation to claims against the Government than to 
claims against private individuals. I am not going to argue the ques- 
tion as to whether the Government should now for the first time ad- 
mit its liability to pay the very large class of claims of which the 
one under consideration is a representative, namely, claims for use 
and occupation of real estate rendered necessary by the operations of 
the Army, but I insist that to pass private acts for their allowance 
would be to open the door to fraud, and would be in violation of what 
has hitherto been the policy of the Government on this subject 

The general policy of Congress in adjusting claims has always been 
against their payment by special acts. It was in pursuance of this 
policy that the Court of Claims and the southern claims commission 
were established. In confirmation of this, I read section 1060 of the 
act establishing the Court of Claims: 

All petitions and bills praying or providing for the satisfaction of private claims 


against the Government, founded upon any law of Congress, or upon any regula 


tion of an Executive Department, or upon any contract, expressed or implied, with 
the Government of the United States unless otherwise ordered by resolution 
of the House in which they are introduced, be transmitted by the Secretary of the 
Senate or the Clerk of the House of Representatives, with all the accompanying 
documents, to the Court of Claims. 


shall 


From this I submit it fully appears that it has been the policy and 
object of Congress to get rid of auditing the class of claims to which 
this one belongs, if as its friends claim it is based upon contract, 
either express or implied. One very able reason why such claims as 
the one under consideration should be adjudicated in court is set forth 
in section 1063 of the claims act, from which I read as follows. 


Whenever any claim is made against any Executive Department, involving dis 
puted facts or controverted questions of law, where the amount in controversy 
exceeds $3,000, or where the decision will! affect a class of cast 
dent for the future action of any Executive 
class of cases, without regard to the amount involved in the particular case, or 
where any authority, right, privilege, or exemption is claimed or denied under the 
Constitution of the United States » head of such Department may cause such 
claim, with all the vouchers, papers, proofs, and documents pertaining thereto, to 
be transmitted to the Court of « laims, and the same shall be there proceeded in as 
it originally commenced by the voluntary action of the claimant, &c. 


, or furnish a prece- 
Department in the adjustment of a 


The allowance of this claim will affect a class of claims and furnish 
a precedent hereafter to induce Congress to pass acts to pay rent for 
use and occupation of real estate during the war that have been 
heretofore rejected. These claims are numerous, and are to be found 
in almost every Southern State in the Union. If, however, they are 
to be allowed or audited at all, the reasons for sending them to the 
Court of Claims are too obvious for argument. It is true that sec- 
tion 1069 of the claims act limits the prosecution of claims to six 
years after the claim first accrues, bnt all that is necessary to take 
this claim to this court, if it rests on contract, is to repeal this limita- 
tion. Questions of fact, such as are necessarily involved in the proper 
hearing and determination of such a claim, cannot be satisfactorily 
ascertained except upon trial in open court by the oral examination 
of witnesses. So many popular ministers are preaching such a diluted 
gospel from our pulpits and so many bold, bad men, proclaiming infi- 
delity from our public rostrums that the bonds of society are loosening, 
and men subscribe affidavits and lift their hands and swear without 
the fear of endless punishment before their eyes, and the oaths they 
take add little or nothing to the reliability of their statements. For- 
tunately, however, for the administration of justice the passions and 
feelings that animate men photograph themselves upon the human 
countenance and vibrate in the tones of the human voice, so that we 
can judge of men’s truthfulness if we can see and bear them testify. 
But the human countenance and the tones of the human voice can- 
not be transcribed upon paper, so as to be included in an affidavit or 
embraced in a certificate. We must see the witnesses and hear them 
testify, and by cross-examination test their means of knowledge, to 
enable us to judge of their intelligence, fairness, and honesty. 

I insist, therefore, that if this claim is one of a class of claims that 
is wrongfully cut ont by the provision of the statute limiting their 
presentation to six years after they accrue, then the only proper aud 
safe course to pursue is toamend the general law and thereby avail 
ourselves of the advantages and security of an adjustment made by 
a proper court already established and clothed with full power to 
determine every question of fact and law. There can be no unfair- 
ness or injustice in this course, as to do so would be simply to put this 
class of claims through the same cru tests that other and 
that claims for “stores and supplies through before they 


Clalins, 
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were allowed and paid. It seems to my mind utterly unjust that we 
should refuse to acknowledge liability or to make provision for this 
class of claims, and after rejecting them in the Departments and 
other tribunals for the last twelve years, saying to the loyal appli- 
cant from Mississippi for pay for his warehouse,“Awaywith your claim;” 
to the loyal applicant from New Orleans for pay for the use of his 
dwelling, “Away with your claim ;” to the loyal applicant of Virginia 
for pay for use of his house and furniture, “Away with your claim,” and 
to loyal applicants generally from all the Southern States,“Away with 
your claims for the use and occupation of your real estate by the 
Army; we will acknowledge no liability ;” and then to a New Yorker 
or Londoner who applies through the door of the claim agent or the 
lobbyist, “* You shall have pay for the use of your mill seized in Alex- 
andria although your claim rests upon the same legal principle exactly 
as the others, and is no better if as good in conscience or in morals.” 
I believe in the elementary principle of international law that no 
government can successfully manage its affairs and ignore the require- 
ments of equal and exact justice among all its citizens, and I am 
against these special enactments for this reason as well as others. I 
have expressed my views on this bill because it is in the interest of 
claimants who do not reside in the South. My objection to the pay- 
ment of these claims by special acts is not sectional. Noone rejoices 
more than I doin a reunited Government, and I would not knowingly 
excite sectional prejudices or rivalries between localities except a gen- 
erous rivalry in devotion to the best interests of the whole country. 

Mr. HUNTON. I give ten minutes of the time which I control to 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. FINLEY. ] 

Mr. FINLEY. Iam at a loss to understand exactly the reason for 
the opposition to this bill that comes from the other side of the 
Honse. I know nothing about the bill. I know nothing about the 
claim. I know nothing about these men except as I read in the re- 
port of the committee. And it seems tome, Mr. Chairman, that if this 
was a contract entered into in good faith, as the committee say it was 
in their report, it is simply a question of good faith on our part 
whether we will perform the obligations of that contract on the part 
of the Government or not. 

Now, as I understand, Mr. Chairman, the committee report that a 
contract in this case was made and that there was but one condition 
attached toit. The Government, through its legally authorized agent 
in that behalf, made an arrangement or bargain, if we please to call 
it, with these men or the agent of these men for the use of that mill; 
and the only condition that was put in that contract as to payment 
was that the claimant should be loyal. Now, I understand from the 
report of the committee that that is unquestioned; that they were 
loyal, 

The committee tell us, Mr. Chairman, that this claim was first pre- 
sented to the War Department for payment, and that the same was 
refused. Why? Because the act of February, 1867, prohibited the 
payment of a claim created in a State in rebellion. What did the 
claimant next do? He went to the claims commission and there 
presented his claim for allowance and payment. The claims com- 
mission was appointed by a republican Congress to andit and pay 
for stores and supplies taken or furnished during the rebellion for the 
use of the Army. When he presented his claim there he was met 
with the objection that rent for real estate did not come in under the 
terms “stores and supplies.” I read from the report of the commis- 
sion on that subject: 

‘. Claims for rent and the use of real estate have been urged for allowance as 
quartermaster supplies 
If vent be inc Iuded in quartermaster supplies, then claims for rent by loyal 
citizens in the States not in rebellion should have been allowed under the act of 
July 4, 1864; bat the uniform usage of the Department under that act has been to 
reject them as not being quartermaster supplies. We think this usage must have 
been well known to Congress, and that the terms were used in the sense of their 
seitled construction. However just claims for rent and the occupation of land 
may be, if it had been intended to submit them to this board, they would have been 
named in express words in the act. Claims of loyal citizens at the North and the 
South must stand on the same basis and be governed by the same rules of con- 

truction 

Now, then, Mr. Chairman, after having been rejected in the War 
Department on account of the act of 1267, and having been rejected 
before the claims commission on occount of the act that I have just 
read, these gentlemen come to Congress with theirclaim. They make 
full proof before the committee of the contract. They make proof 
that they have conformed to the provisions of that contract in every 
word and in every letter. They show, Mr. Chairman, that this pay- 
ment was promised in good faith as they supposed, and that the Gov- 
ernment had the use and occupation of that property from the time 
of the making of that contract until the close of the war. And yet, 
when the claim comes here, Mr. Chairman, we are met with all kinds 
of objection from that side of the House. The gentleman from Ohio, 
{ Mr. JoNES,] in his argument before the House when this claim was 
up on a previous day, used this language after having had the letter 
of Mr. Tilden read. He says: 

I call attention to the fact that this action of the committee that reported this 
bill to the present House would open a door to this large class of claims ; and it is 
a little singular that now is the first time that one of this class of claims has ever 
found its way to the Private Calendar through the favorable action of a committee 
of this House. It is a little singular that right after the close of the presidential 
canvass, when votes were obtained by these professions of opposition to the payment 
of claims of this class, we find the other side of the House pressing such claims to 
an allowance 


Why, sir, if the gentleman had taken half the paius to examine 
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into the facts as he did to hunt up the letter of Mr. Tilden he 
have found that a number of claims of the same kind hay 
been presented to this House, but had been favorably acted upor 
the House. He would have found that this very claim was preset ‘ 
to the House. I have only to refer the gentleman to the remark. 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. FRY£] on this very bill. [ pegq- 

Allow me to remind the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. HunToN) that this js . 
new claim ; that is to say, it is no new precedent which is now being esta\ii..,.. 
Since I have been in Congress there have been passed two or three bills pa 
ground-rent in the city of Alexandria. I remember that I myself in the For. > 
Congress reported a bill from the Committee of Claims in favor of thx pa tof 
ground-rent in the city of Alexandria to a gentleman then residing in the st ate of 
Vermont. j 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. HUNTON] said: 

In several Congresses the bill was reported favorably, but it was not passed 


If the gentleman had taken a little more pains to inform himself 
on that subject he would have discovered that in 1871 a repubi “ 
Congress, through a commission appointed by it as its agent, not on), 
passed upon a large number of these claims, but actually paid 5,647 
of these very claims, amounting in the aggregate to $3,532,526.54, | 
call attention to the following statement, showing the amount of 
claims allowed and paid by that commission. 

First general report of commissioners of claims: 
Claims allowed in whole or part from March to November 30, 


would 
1 not only 


Second report: 
Claims allowed in whole or part for year ending , 
1272 see 1, 061 
Amount allowed 
Third report: 
Claims allowed in whole or part for year ending 
BEES -woensnnee 
Amount allowed ........... covececcecee 90b0sbheee sence unense 
Fourth report: 
Claims allowed in whole or part for year ending November : 
ee ° 
Amount allowed 
Fifth report: 
Claims allowed in whole or part for 
SR Cautie nes 
Amount allowed... 
Sixth report: 
Claims allowed in whole or part for 
1876 .. 


Amount allowed 


Claims allowed 1871 
Amount allowed 1871 
Claims allowed 1872 
Amount allowed 1872 


| Claims allowed 1273 


Claims allowed 1874 

Amount allowed 1574 

Claims allowed 1875 

Amount allowed 1675 .....ccccccccccccccccce 


| Claims allowed 1876 


Amount allowed 1876 ..... Seeseooucncncvevesocuceecesese — 


DUE ccscenccdcscevces erccesee eeccece Sees ccoceccoscccose 5, 647 


It was not until after a republican Congress through its ageii,a 
commission, had allowed and paid 5,647 of these claims, amounting 
in the aggregate to over three and a half millions of dollars—— 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. If the gentleman will allow me I will say 
that this commission to which he refers expressly decided 

Mr. FINLEY. I cannot be interrupted now. It was not until over 
three and ahalf millions of dollars had been paid by order of arepub- 
lican Congress that gentlemen on the other side became so virtuous 
about the payment of southern claims. It was not until they had 
raised the hue and cry in the presidential campaign of 1875, that if 
the democrats came into power they would pay these southern claims, 
that the letter of Mr. Tilden was published. That virtue never came 
to those gentlemen until they had paid over three and a half millions 
of these claims. 

Gentlemen urge as an objection to this claim that it arose during 
the operations of the war in a State in rebellion, and the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Jones] puts strength on the words in the report 0! 
the committee that the mill was needed for the Army and was 
seized, I believe he said. It has been shown, Mr. Chairman, that 
Virginia was not at that time in a state of rebellion and that this 
property was not seized or captured by the operation of war, but was 
obtained by contract. 

But gentlemen are treading on tender ground when they stand on 
this objection, for it is shown by the report of the southern « la ms 
commission, that was created, as I have stated, by a republican Con- 
gress to audit and pay claims for quartermasters’ supplies and stores, 
that claims to the amount of $344,168.20 were allowed and paid by that 
commission for tobacco captured and seized by Sherman on his march 
to the sea in the States of Alabamaand Georgia through the opera! ior 3 
of war, although those States were then in rebellion and althoug! (he 
commission had previously decided that tobacco was neither quarter 
masters’ supplies nor stores; but these claims, not arising on & cole 
tract as the one now before us, but being for tobacco captured au 
seized in the operations of war, were paid solely on the ground, as 
stated by the commission, that Sherman “considered tobacco heces- 
sary to make his army contented.” 
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Mr. Chairman, I am as much opposed to the payment of doubtful 
or stale claims as any member on this floor can be, and before I will 
copsent to vote for the payment of any claim of whatever nature, 
and especially claims arising during the war, I propose to be well 
-otistied that it is a just one and that we honestly owe it, as ] am in 
It is a clear case of a contract and promise by the Gov- 
erpment to pay for the use of property, as it appears to me; a just 
contract, that we have no more right to repudiate than any other 
eoptract; and I am surprised to see gentlemen who have talked so 
joudly and long about the sacred duty of the Government to keep its 
pledges to the bondholders stand here and advocate the repudiation 
of tbis small claim, arising in what appears to me to be just as bind- 
ing a contract. 

fHere the hammer fell.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. FINLEY. 1am sorry for it. 

Mr. HUNTON. I now yield ten minutes to the other side, to be 
controlled by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CoNGER. ] 

Mr. CONGER. I understand that ten minutes are yielded which 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. RoBinson ]} will oceupy, and | will 
reserve until later the fifteen minutes for this side. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. As I reported this bill by the unani- 
mous instruction of the Committee on War Claims it may be well that 
I should say something about it, something in regard to its merits. 

| think the speech of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. JoNEs } might 
very well apply to a case in point; but I do not understand that the 
case now before the House justifies the objections that have been 
urged against this bill by the gentleman from Ohio. I have surely 
no dispute to make with him about the position of Mr. Tilden upon 
the payment of warclaims. I have nodoubt my prejudice is as great 
against the payment of war claims proper as is that of the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

I contend that this is a just, meritorious, and equitable claim, that 
is due to citizens who resided in the city of New York at the time 
the valid contract was made between their agent and the Govern- 
ment. It may be well to state the facts as concisely as I can, so that 
the House may understand the nature of this claim. 

Previous to December, 1861, the city of Alexandria owned a piece 
of real estate. Previous to that time the city authorities leased this 
real estate to the claimants in this case for a ground rent of $1,720 
per annum. After this lease was executed the claimants, previous 


sali 
this case. 


to December, 1861, and previous to the war, erected upon this real | 


estate a mill property which cost them in excess of $140,000. In 
December, 1861, this mill property was in the possession of the agent 
of the claimants, who were then at their homes in the city of New 
York. A commissary of subsistence of the Army of the United States 
called upon their agent and demanded possession of this property 
for the use of the Government. The agent declined to give posses- 
sion of the property, but said that the owners would be willing to 
let the Government have it provided it would pay a fair rent for it. 
The commissary of subsistence replied that if the owners were loyal 
the Government would pay them a fair rent for the property ; that 
the Government must have it for the purposes of the Government. 
Thereupon the agents of the claimants delivered the key into the pos- 
session of the United States officer. 

Here was a contract fair upon its face, an undertaking, so far as 
this agent of the Government was concerned, to pay to these claim- 
ants a fair rent for the use and occupation of this property for the 
time the Government occupied it, which time is shown in this report. 

These claimants went first before the Secretary of War, and he 


rejected their claim for the reasons stated in the report, and which | 


it is not necessary for me to enumerate. They then went before the 
southern claims commission and presented their claim, and that com- 
mission decided (and I have the decision in my hand) that they had 
not jurisdiction of this claim under the act of March 3, 1871, because 
the phrase * stores and supplies” did not apply to the case that was 
then presented to them. As they say, they bad no jurisdiction over 
a claim for rent, and the claim in this case is rejected without exam- 
ination into its merits for want of jurisdiction in the commission. 

Mr. LATHROP. Why did not these claimants apply to the Court 
of Claims for payment prior to 1865? 

_ Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. I will answer the gentleman. The 
Jurisdiction of the Court of Claims was taken away, I believe, by the 
act of Jnly 4, 1864. 

Mr. LATHROP. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. 1 assert that it was never taken away at all. 
5 Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. I do not yield to all these gentlemen. 
This claim was presented tothe War Department for payment, which 
was refused because the act of February, 1867, prohibited payments 
of claims arising in States in rebellion. 


‘ir. FORT. Will the gentleman explain why the claim was not 
presented before 1367 ? 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. 
cannot explain anything of that kind. 

ont I OR t. Was this contract of which the gentleman speaks in 
iting 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. I do not understand that this Gov- 


ernent is so “hard up” that it must be bound in writing before it 
will acknowledge a contract. 


its uature, purpose, and extent, is clear and conclusive. 


VilI——55 


I was not prosecuting the claim; and | 


The evidence as to the contract, as to | 


Now, as I was going on to remark, the Government occupied this 
property from December, 1261, up to the time stated in the report, 
during all which period the claimants paid to the city of Alexandria 
$1,720 annually, as ground rent for the property. The amount they 
_ now claiming is about $3,800 per annum after deducting the 
$1,720. 

These gentlemen, as I have remarked, live in the State of New York. 
Their loyalty is shown by the witnesses, a number of distinguished 
citizens of the State of New York. They never resided in a seceded 
They present their 
There can be no doubt 


State; they never lived in the State of Virginia. 
claim as citizens of the State of New York. 
about their loyalty. 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 


Mr. CALKINS. 
tion? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. Certainly; I yield to my colleague. 

Mr. CALKINS. I understand the claimants here are the lessees, 
not the owners of the mill? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. 
but the lessees of the ground. 
which cost them over $140,000. 

Mr. CALKINS. And they were liable to persons who were in the 
South—— 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana. No, sir; the property belonged to 
the city of Alexandria—the realty, I mean; and they paid ground 
rent to the city of Alexandria at the rate of $1,720 per annum. 

{ Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HUNTON. I now yield fifteen minutes to be oceupied by gen- 
tlemen on the other side. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, this matter has perhaps been dis- 
cussed so that all gentlemen of the House have had their attention 
sufficiently called to it. But some cousiderations surrounding the 
first bill of this class acted upon by this Congress deserve, I think, 
close attention. Now, 1 have not heard from any one of the friends 
of the bill, not even from my friend from Indiana, [Mr. RoBINSON, ] 
who reported it, any sufficient reason why this bill should be taken 
out of the class of cases which we call “ war claims” arising in the 
seceded States for injury to or use of property by the Government. 

Whatisthiscase? How doesitstand here? Andon what grounds 
will members justify themselves in making this the precedent, the 
entering wedge for innumerable other cases that are to come after it 
involving willions of dollars’ worth of property? It is said there 
was acontract. Does anybody pretend that a commissary, an inferior 
officer of this Government had any right under the circumstances 
stated in this report to bind thisGovernment for years during the 
war by such a precedent as this? Nobody can pretend that. 

What were the facts? The Army of the United States marched 
from this city across the Long Bridge in the night-time, and by mili- 
tary strategy, unexpectedly to the enemy, they took possession of the 
city of Alexandria, captured it by force of arms, in active violent 
war—captured it with the blood of our officers shed there by the 
rebelenemy ; and an officer of our Army, the lamented and courageous 
Ellsworth, was shot by the rebels at the time of the occupation while 
undertaking to plant upon a house in that city the American flag. If 
ever a whole city—houses, mills, lands, the whole property, and peo- 
ple—was captured during war, active, violent war, the city of Alex- 
andria was so captured ; and it was never released from that military 
occupancy during the whole war. Having captured that property, 
having captured a great mill which had been used for grinding food 
for the rebel army, our Government took that property, as it might, 
and all other property, as it might, for its own uses; for under the 
laws of war it might have driven from Alexandria all the inhabitants 
and destroyed the city, or used it as it pleased. 

Mr. EDEN. I wish to ask the gentleman upon what authority he 
states that this mill-property had been used to supply the rebel army. 

Mr.CONGER. Istate it upon the same authority on which I would 
state that all property in the South was used, until captured by our 
armies, for the support of the rebellion. Does the gentleman Geny it? 

Mr. EDEN. The property was taken possessiou of before there was 
any rebel army to feed. 

Mr.CONGER. The property was taken possession of by the Army. 

Mr. EDEN. My friend from Michigan in the last Congress joined 
in a report in favor of this bill. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman knows, as I know, that that prop- 
erty was taken possession of there and forts erected for the protec- 
tion of the army that captured it. 

Mr. EDEN. I ask whether in the last Congress the genileman did 
not unite in reporting this bill? 

Mr. CONGER. I did not; and the record will not show it. 
| Mr. EDEN. Certainly the gentleman made no objection. The 
| report was unanimous; and the gentleman was a member of the 
| committee. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman knows that I never concurred even 
in paying for property taken to put in our fort there. 

Mr. EDEN. The gentleman never objected to this claim either in 
| the committee or in the House during the last Congress; and it was 
| reported unanimously. 

Mr. CONGER. Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman wants to make 
a personal issue with me. I tell the gentieman at the proper time 
and when I am not limited to fifteen minutes any personal encounter 
| he desires with me will be cheerfully met. [ Laughter.) 


They were the owners of the mill, 
They built the mill, the erection of 
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Mr. EDEN. Ido not seek any personal encounter with the amiable | 80 let some gentleman tell me what that letter shall contain 


gentleman from Michigan. [{Laughter.] 


Mr. CONGER. But the chairman of that committee, [Mr. EDEN, ] | 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


| 


who ought to guard against the payment of these claims if they are | 


not properly authorized by law, must not mislead gentlemen who 
are not members of the committee- 

Mr. EDEN. Why did not my friend guard against it in the last 
House when he was a member of the committee which reported it? 

Mr. CONGER. It did not pass the last House. 

Mr. EDEN. It was reported from the committee. 

Mr. CONGER. I know it. 

The CHAIRMAN, Gentlemen must take their seats and preserve 
order. 


Mr. CONGER. It does not matter tome. [Laughter.] 





The CHAIRMAN. But the Chair is determiaed to have order and | 


members must take their seats. 

Mr. CONGER. No, sir; I have said this property ina time of actual 
war and atime of violence was in the possession of these parties, and 
when our officers desired to grind grain in that mill they went to the 
possessors of the mill. The agent said they could have it if they paid 
for it. The officer simply said, “If the owners are loyal the Govern- 
ment will pay for it.” Ah, well, if the doctrine of military law pro- 
pounded by Commissary Bell in the presence of Mr. McKenzie, mayor 
of the city of Alexandria, is sufficient, let me say to the chairman of 
the committee, to bind the Government through all those long years 
of the destruction of millions and millions, untold millions of wealth, 
then let the chairman bring in bills which will be favored as coming 
in under the authority of Commissary Bell and Tilden’s letter; then 
action and efforts of this side of the House and the action of that 
side of the House cannot prevent the placing of a mortgage upon the 
United States which gencrations with the utmost industry and econ- 
omy and patient toil cannot pay off and remove. 

But, sir, there was no coutract—there was a mere passing remark 
of Commissary Bell of his own opinion of what the Government 
might do. He did not think there was any contract and they did 
not act as though they thought there was a contract. In this com- 
mittee they pretend there was a contract, and this report shows 
for the first time that they ever pretended to any such claim against 
the Government. They never did pretend to have any claim to a 
contract with the Government until after_1867. The claim, the re- 
port shows, was first presented to the War Department, and when 
lirst presented to the War Department they were told what was the 
law of 1867, which of course prevented its payment. These parties 
did not dream they had this claim. They ought to have presented 
it for annual payment when they paid ground rent, but they did not 
for a moment pretend they had any such contract with Commissary 
Bell. For more than two years after the war closed these gentlemen 
never dreamed of claiming under a contract with the United States. 
They never presented any such claim. 

Well, sir, that to my mind settles this whole question as to the con- 
tract. 

If they come in as other claimants with a claim which may be prop- 
erly paid by this Government as one of equity and justice, then let it 
be so presented. Onaformer-occasion Lasked, and it created a vast 
deal of excitement, for proof of the contract. The report plainly 
shows there never really was any contract. They never dared to pre- 
sent a claim year by year from 1561 until after 1867, and then they 
presented the claim in alump. It shows they paid thirteen or four- 
teen hundred dollars for ground rent and yet never thought of claim- 
ing the Government should pay their rent under the contract. 

Sir, | have said all I desire to say on this question so far as my 
view is concerned. If there were a legal, valid, existing contract 
made by an officer of this Government that conld bind the Govern- 
ment, lam the last one who would refuse to pay it and fulfill our 
contract, even though it was a hard one. But when the parties 
themselves did not regard it as a contract, and the report shows it 
was not a contract, then I say the case falls to the ground for lack of 
contract, 

l cannot tell exactly what shape these war claims are to assume. I 
was excessively surprised the other day when I called the attention 
of a gentleman on the other side who was speaking to Mr. Tilden’s 
let‘er, which met with the approval of tens of thousands of the great 
democratic party which sustained him and pressed him forward for 
election, and which, as has been already stated, did more to give him 
votes in the North than all other things put together—I was surprised, 
Isay, when my friend from Texas [Mr. MILLs] answered, and thought 
it asuflicient answer, that the same gentleman would not be the stand- 
ard-bearer of the democracy in the next presidential campaign. 

What does it mean, this little intimation? Does it mean that the 
standard-bearer of the democracy in the next campaign would not 
write such a letter, would not indorse such views? Does it mean 
that the democracy wish, by getting as many republicans as they can 
to go for this bill, to prepare for a different kind of a letter from a 
different candidate to satisfy the demands of southern democrats 
and those who have losses in the South? It seems like that. Was 
it a foreshadowing of what was to come? And do gentlemen mean 
to use this case as a tolerably good one for them to commit them- 
selves npon and commit their party upon and to commit the country 
upon? It seems this is brought in to pave the way for a very differ- 


| 





| tion ? 
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so let some of my democratic friends tell me how far they wi!] ; ug 
the phraseology and meaning of the Tilden letter to make it post, 
for the next campaign and how much in fact they do mean to ».. 
for this accumulated war claim. ai 


Mr. BRIDGES. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a oy, 


Mr. CONGER. The gentleman can get the floor in the time of the 

gentleman from Virginia. - 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Michigan fy, 
CONGER] has expired. at 

Mr. HUNTON. I yield to the gentleman from West Virginia, fy 
WILSON. wi 

Mr. WILSON. I yield one minute to the gentleman from Peyysy) 
vania, [Mr. BripGEs. } a 

Mr. BRIDGES. I wish to ask the gentleman who just now a) 
dressed the committee, the gentleman from Michigan, [ Mr. CONGER. 
whether I understood him correctly when he said there was 
tract made for the rent of this property ? 

Mr. CONGER. I did say that from the report of the committee jt 
appeared there was no proof of anything more than the asse; of 
Commissary Bell to the suggestion that these parties should be paid 
for this property by saying if the men were loyal they would be paid 

Mr. BRIDGES. Does the gentleman deny that Commissary pe) 
had authority to make that contract ? : 

Mr. CONGER. Ido most emphatically. I argue that such ba; 
gains as this could not bind the Government for this property millions 
of other property. 

Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I do not propose 
to discuss the facts in this particular case. I know very little about 
it, but I propose to say something upon the law. The principles 
volved in this question to a very large extent affect my people 
West Virginia. I confess I have been astonished that gentlemen 
the large intelligence of some who have discussed this question her 
seem to be so uninformed on the subject, and have so misconc 
and misstated the law. 

If I can have the attention of my friend from Ohio [Mr. Jonrs) 
just for a moment I think I can satisfy him he does himself and tx 
does his party and his State a gross injustice by the construction he 
puts on the law which practically repudiates that class of creditors 
who subsisted the Federal Army during the war. I say the position 
taken by my friend from Ohio in his argument, his construction of thy 
law—and I say it in all kindness—is a practical repudiation of t 
class of creditors who subsisted the Union Army daring the war. 
understood him to say that whatever this Government may pay 
only a gift, a simple donation. I do not understand an obligation 
between this Government and its creditors to bea simple donatior 
understand it to be an obligation of the highest character, and that 
if there be an obligation more binding and involving the honor of 
the Government more than the obligation to its bondholders, it is the 
obligation to this class of creditors whom our legislation of late years 
has practically repudiated. 

The wrong done this people calls loudly for redress; and at this 
late day this Congress can do no act that will more cover it with 
honor than by providing for the payment of the claims of that class 
of creditors who have been thus wronged. 

WHAT THE CONSTITUTION AND THE COURTS SAY. 

A MemBer. Read the Constitution of the United States on this 
subject. 

Mr. WILSON. We are all familiar with that fundamental princi- 
ple laid down in the Federal Constitution that private property shall 
not be taken for public use without just compensation. I understand 
my friend upon the other side to say there is no obligation. Well, if 
there is no statutory obligation, there is a higher and more binding 
and more honorable obligation in the Federal Constitution. I say 
also that it is one which has been adjudicated by the courts of this 
country, that it has been accepted by the Federal Government ; and 
the decision to which I refer, a decision of the Court of Claims, is 
predicated upon and sustained by the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

I read from the case of Grant ra. The United States, decided in 1565. 
(See volume 1, page41, Nott and Huntington Reports.) Grant was the 
owner of a mill in Arizona Territory in July, 1861. On the 15th day 
of that month upon the approach of the confederate army, by order 
of Captain Moore of the Federal Army, to prevent that property from 
falling into the hands of the rebels, he commanded his subordinates 
to seize the movable effects and to burn the mill. This was done. 

In the limited time I have, Mr. Chairman, I cannot read in detail 
the entire case towhichI refer. And I desire to say that the decision 
has been accepted by the Government and stands to-day unreversed, 
accepted as the law. ; 

The owner brought suit before the Court of Claims in this city of 
Washington, and that court, after a most elaborate argument, unanl- 
mously held that there was a liability on the Government; but there 
was a division as to the value of property. 

I can better answer here than elsewhere my friend from Michigan 
[Mr. ConGER] as to the existence of a contract. Here the prop ty 
was burned. My friend from Michigan laid great stress on the 
Alexandria case because there was no written contract, no verbal 
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ent letter from the next standard-bearer of the democracy. If it be | contract, no contract made by any man who was authorised to repre- 
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ont and bind the Government. I desire to say to that gentleman 
t the court in the case of Grant held very differently from him. 
J read from the decision of the court. 

S old in this ease that the property was destroyed by the rightful order of 
g otficer aud upon an urgeut and pressing necessity and to prevent 
fa\ling into the hands of the public enemy and those hostile to the United 

that it was @ taking for public use; and that the Government is bound 
>the Constitution to make just compensation to the owner. The legal duty 
aioe compensation raises an implied promise lo do so; and here is found the 
iction of this court to entertain this proceeding. 
* tt was thus held that where private property is taken for public 
nee the taking implies a contract when the party taking it has the 
right to take it or the right to destroy it. _ 
| have not time now to refer to the various writers on interna- 
tional law, but I will say that Grotius, Vattel, and even the later 
writers upon constitutional or international law, fix upon the Govern- 
ent responsibility in cases of this kind. It was in the power of the 
Government to take an appeal from the decision I have read from ; 
show failed to take the appeal, and afew years afterward that opinion 
. is aftirmed by the Court of Claims. I must call attention to one 
nt of the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States, by 


poi F ° ° . * 
Chief-Justice Taney, referred to and relied upon in Grant's case: 






ake 


t 


rbhere are occasions in which private property may be lawfully taken or destroyed 
vent it from falling into the hands of the public enemy ; also where the mili- 
. officer charged with a particular duty may impress private property into the 
slic service or take it for public use. Unquestionably in all such cases the Gov 
ernment is bound to make full compensation. 

This isthe opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have given the decision of a court established 
by law with a special view and for the purpose of deciding upon all 


claims against the Government which are founded upon acts of Con- 





rress, regulations of the executive department, or upon any con- 


tract express or implied. This court had full powerand authority 


to pass upon the case of Grant vs. The United States, just cited. 
They held that the taking and destruction of the property in ques- 
tion raised an implied promise to pay, an implied contract, and that 


therefore the Government became liable. 
This decision expounded the law correctly. 


in a few years the opinion iv this case was aflirmed. 
TING THE 
DICTION OF QUARTERMASTER AND COMMISSARY-GENERALS. 


KEsTil 


Congress, seeing that the liability thus imposed upon the Govern- 
went by the terms of the Constitution and existing laws would involve 
the payment of a large amount of money and to shut out a Jarge class 
By 
aims was restricted and 
declared not “to extend to or include any claim against the United 
States growing out of the destruction or appropriation of or damage 


of claimants, passed the act which was — July 4, 1864, 
this act the jurisdiction of this Court of C 


to property by the Army or Navy.” 


And by the second section of that act it was made the duty of the 
Quartermaster-General to examine “all claims of loyal citizens in States 
not in rebellion, for quartermaster stores actually furnished to the 
Army of the United States,” &c., and when the quartermaster was 
convinced of the justice of the claims, the loyalty of the claimant, 
and that the stores were actually furnished for the use of the Army 
it was made his duty to report the case to the Third Auditor of the 


Treasugy. 


The third section of the act conferred upon the Commissary-Gen- 


eral similar jurisdiction as to subsistence actually furnished. 


Mr. Chairman, I do not complain that the jurisdiction of the Court 
of Claims was thus restricted, nor do I complain that the Quarter- 
master-General and Commissary-General were restricted to allow- 


ing 
not in rebellion. I am quite content with this. 
is perhaps wide enough.” 


not been paid, and if the law shall 


for the payment of their honest demands against the Government 


that their claims have been practically repudiated. They are an hon- | 
orable class of public creditors; they fed the Union soldier and fur- 
nished him shelter and transportation ; they strengthened the sinews 
of war of the Government, and next to the gallant soldier who fought 
for his country, her liberty, and her laws should have been first paid ; 


but it has not been so. 
THE BONDHOLDER PROVIDED FOR AND THR SOLDIER AND THOSE WHO 
SUPPLIES NEGLECTED. 


_ While every act of Congress touching Government bonds has been 
in the interest of the bondholder the execution of the law has tended 
to defer and ultimately wear out and defeat the claims of the soldier 
and the citizen who fed or furnished him supplies. The ery comes 
up from all over the country from our maimed and wounded saldiers 
that their pensions have not been paid. The pension officer explains 
that he has not clerical force enough to keep up with the demands 
upon his office, and yet, to the disgrace of that Department. be it said 





Us The fourteenth article of the Constitution of the United States prohibits the 
nited States and each of the States thereof from assuming or paying any debt or 
States, 


wiation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United 
ud all claims for the loss or the emancipation of slaves. 


So well were those 
oflicers representing the interest of the Government satistied with 
the correctness of the decision that they did not take an appeal, and 


JURISDICTION OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS AND DEFINING THE JURIS- 


gand granting only claims to loyal claimants, citizens of States 
The scope of the act 
But what I do complain of and what my 
people complain of is that these just claims of loyal citizens have 
not be changed that they never 
can be paid; that this class of creditors have been appealing in vain 


FURNISHED 





SOd 
= 
that clerks in the Pension Office, and paid out of the pension fund, 
were for months at a time running about over the country in the in- 
terest of the republican party, its candidates for office, and doing no 
work in the office in which they were paid. The country will re- 
member that an agent, who was sent from this city in the interest of . 
General Babcock when he was indicted and about to be tried in 
Saint Louis for complicity in the whisky frauds, was paid out of the : 
pension fund. I was a member of the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
during the last Congress when these frauds were exposed. This much 
for the soldier. 

Now, sir, how has that other class of Government creditors fared 
who furnished supplies to the Army, turned over to the Government 
their horses, mules, wagons, grains, beef-cattle, and all the variety 
of supplies that an army marching through the country would re- 
quire? How has the system that conferred jurisdiction upon the 
Quartermaster-General and Commissary-General to pay these claims 
worked? I regret that I have not by me the report of the Commis- 
sary-General. A reference to the report of the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral will give some idea. In that one Department alone at the close 
of the last fiscal year 12,590 of these claims remained undecided ; 
they represent a little over $7,000,000 due to our loyal farmers and 
others who furnished the supplies. Why shall they not be provided 
for as well as the bondholder?* 

By what rule of justice or right is the bondholder to have his interest 
paid in gold every six months and this other more meritorious class 
creditor to get no interest at all? These supplies were furnished 
more than thirteen years ago, and yet the Quartermaster-General tells 
us that he cannot dispose of the cases on hand for thirteen years to 
come. These claimants are generally poor men, and in these times 
of contraction and depression it is a shame that mantles the cheek 
of this Government that no suitable provision has been made for a 
tinal disposition and settlement of these claims. Under the rules by 
which the Quartermaster is governed he does gross injustice in many 
cases; claims are rejected which in any of the courts of the country, 
in suits between man and man, would be sustained. Genera] Meigs 

| is not to blame. It is the system that works the wrong and the out- 
rage. He is an honorable man, who, I doubt not, desires to act hon- 
estly and conscientiously. He, too, sees the ineflicient workings of 
the system, and he is calling upon Congress to take the claims away 
from him, to provide some other tribunal where they can be more 
readily disposed of. 

Many cases where justice has been denied and honest claims have 
been rejected have fallen under my observation. I beg to be per- 
mitted to cite one. Major Bowen, a brave and gallant soldier, my 
neighbor and constituent, furnished the Army quartermaster with a 
span of horses to carry supplies for the Army into the interior of what 
isnow West Virginia. They were captured by the enemy, and not- 
withstanding his case has been proven with sufficient certainty to 
warrant and sustain the verdict of a jury in the case were it tried in 
court, his claim has been rejected and the Government to the extent 
of the value of that property has avoided the payment of a just 
liability. : 
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REMEDY THE EVIL. 
| Mr. Chairman, to correct these abuses, at an early day in the session 
I offered a resolution having for its object the removal of the claims 
about which I have been speaking from the Quartermaster-General 
and Commissary Departments to some tribunal now existing or to be 
created, where the trial of them might be facilitated so that honest 
and poor men should be paid the amount due them by this Govern- 
| ment. And on December 1, 1877, I offered the following bill in this 
House: 


FOR 















A bill to define the meaning of certain legal terms 


Be it enacted, dc., That the term loyalty, or loyal citizen, wherever used in any 
law of the United States, shall be construed to include any and all persons who 
voluntarily committed no act in aid of the late rebellion against the United States, 
and the term disloyalty, or disloyal citizen, wherever used in any statute, shall be 
construed to include and mean only those persons who voluntarily bore arms 
against the United States, voluntarily contributed money or supplies, or did some 
positive act in aid of the late rebellion, or held office under the insurgent govern- 
ment; and that the loyalty of each citizen shall be presumed until his or her dis- 
loyalty shall be affirmatively proven. 

Sec. 2. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act 
pealed. 









are here by re- 










* The congressional committee who revised and consolidated the statutes of the 
United States by accident or design, without authority of law, demonetized the 
silver dollars that had been coined before the 12th of February, 1#73. This was 
unauthorized and a surprise upon the country. It was, however, in the interest 
of the bondholders. 

That same committee dropped out of the statutes the acts of 1864, above referred 
to, authorizing the Quartermaster-General and Commissary-General to pay for the 

| supplies therein named. This was also unauthorized and a surprise upen the 
country and a fraud upon the rights of this classof creditors. The report of this 
committee was approved June 22, 1-74, and it was not until February 1s, 1475, that 
an act was passed to correct this error and supply this omission. If the committee 
had been content with the first omission in the interest of the bondholder it might 
have been attributed to mistake, but when they dropped from the statute-book 
the law providing for the payment of this other class of creditors it assumes the 
appearance of fraud. 

t quote from a speech by Senator HEREFORD on the reinonetization of silver 

arge of a 
n. Time 














“ Subsequently the laws of the United States were revised, being in ch 
committee of the House of which Mr. Poland, of Vermont, was chairman 
and again he assured the House of R ntatives that the revixion had in no 
respect changed any law in any manner whatever et in section 3606 of the 5 
vised Statutes we tind the demonetization of silver apply as well to the silver 

/ heretofore coined as that hereafter coined. Was that! ident or design! 
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The propriety of these two measures will be commended by every 
man who desires to see the honor of the Government vindicated and 
the claims of its honest creditors who gave it material aid in the 
hour of its need and peril paid off. 


MOTIVE FOR THE CHANGE IN THE LAW MISREPRESENTED. 
These are the views that actuated me, Mr. Chairman, in offering 
these two measures. Yet there is one man, at least, who differs with 


me, as will be seen by the following extracts taken from an editorial 
of the Gratton (West V irginia) Sentinel of December 22, 1877: 





Colonel WILson introduced bill No. 1749 entitled “A bill to define the meaning | 
of rtain legal terms his bill after detining what shall be the meaning of the 
terms “loyalty” and “‘loval citizen,’ as used in the laws of the United States, con 
‘ thus And that the loyalty of each citizen shall be presumed until his or 
her disloyalty shall be affirmatively proven The effect of such a law, if passed, | 


i be to throw open the United States Treasury to every southern man who 
tained any loss during the late wr, no matter how disloyal he might have been 

or how be sustained the loss. Under this bi!l he would be considered loyal, and 
the Government must hunt up proof of his disloyalty; would be compelled, if pay 

t be resisted, to send thousands of agents throughout the South to hunt up 





proof of the disloyalty of the claimant; proof that could only be obtained, if at all, 
from an element or claas of persons bitterly opposed to the Government or in favor 
of the Government paying them. It would cost any witness who resides in the 
South s lite to testify against such a claimant; it would be impossible. 

Colonel WiLsoN also attempted to have passed a resolution taking a large number 
of claims from the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments, where they lack 
suflicient proof of loyalty to establish them as proper claims against the Govern 
! 


ent 


and refer them to a select committee of the House, with authority to report 
a bill that will remove them from the departments where they are now suspended 
and send them to some other tribunal for adjudication. We repeat, the purpose 
of these measures cau only be to open the Treasury to thousands of claims ot dis- 
loyal persons in the South. claims tin which there is no merit, and, if there was, for 
which the Government, under any law of principle or right, is not and should not 
be maderesponsible It is estimated that the amount of such claims would reach 


#1, 200,000 000 —two-tbirds as much as our national debt. Those measures should | 


read, “A bill (or resolution to require the United States to pay all the damages sus- 


tained by any southern person during the rebellion 

I would not say, Mr. Chairman, that the man who penned that arti- 
cle is an ignoramus or a calumniator. 1 put upon it the more chari- 
table construction that he did not understand the subject upon which 
he was writing; that he had been misinformed as to the existing law 
and the changes proposed by me. 

Now, first, as to the bill to define the terms “ loyal citizen” and “ dis- 
loval citizen.” Happily for the country the day has passed when men 
are to be presumed guilty of any crime, much less guilty of treason. 
In the various courts of the country every man, immaterial who be is 
or with what he is charged, is presumed innocent, and is not to be 
convicted until his guilt is fully proven. The days of test oaths has 
passed away; men are no longer presumably guilty of treason to the 
Government. This principle has been again and again affirmed and 
reaffirmed in the highest courts of the country. I have not now the 
time to point out those cases and show their application, but, if neces- 
sary, I will do so in the future. 

Then why, let me ask, is any man, when he files a claim in the 
Quartermaster’s Department or Commissary Department, to be pre- 
sumed disloyal, guilty of treason, and required to overcome that pre- 
sumption? And yet such is the practical working of the present 
system. 

AMOUNT INVOLVED. 


And now, sir, as to the other point made by this editor, that the 
removal of these two classes of claims from these two departments is 
to open the door to disloyal claimants in the Southern States and 
take from the Government Treasury “$1.200,000,000.” If the editor 
had read the report of the Quartermaster-General he would have 
learned that there are less than $2,000,000 claimed in that depart- 
ment, and the amonnt claimed in the Commissary Department is very 
materially less than that. 


OPINION OF THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF WAR. 

Whatever the amount may be, the proposition to so remove these 
claims from those departments I am sustained by the recommenda- 
tions of the heads of both those departments and by the recommenda- 
tions of the Secretary of War and President Hayes. 

I am only seeking to accomplish what they both believe to be right 
and have urged upon Congress. The following extract from the report 
of the Secretary of War fully explains itself and vindicates the posi- 
tion : 

CLAIMS. 


Under the act of July 4, 1864, great numbers of claims for quartermaster's stores 
furnished to the Army in Seates not in rebellion have been filed. Eleven hundred 
and two such claims, amounting, as presented, to $1,808,228.84, were acted on by 
the rtermaster-General during the year. Of these, he reported favorably to 
the under the law, 460; his recommendation for allowance amount 
bout one-third the amount cla med ; 642 were rejected, amounting 
to $1,352,159 88 There rew ved on file for action, at the close of the year, 12,590 
claims. aggregat $7 39 50 


I concur with the Quartermaster-General in the opinion that some method of set- 
tling this greet mass of claims should be provided. I recommend that these claims 
be transferred to the commissioners of southern claims, or some other tribunal hav 


ing more time and better facilities for their consideration than are possessed by 
these officers 











In this recommendation the President fully concurs. 
Whatever else may be said of this Administration, to its honor be 
it said that both the President and his Secretary of War have evinced 


a commendable desire to have this class of claims adjusted, have them | 


speedily tried, and whatever the Government owes to be paid. 
PROPOSITION TO TRANSFER JURISDICTION BUT NOT TO ENLARGE IT. 
It will be observed, Mr. Chairman, that I do not, by the bill and 
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resolution offered by me, propose to enlarge the jurisdiction os 
tribunal to which these claims may be sent for adjudis ation it 


| 


| shall be sent to the Court of Claims or the district courts; f the . 

| States in the various States, or if a special commission may ce cr 

to try them, no claim can be paid except to “loyal citizens j eo 
not in rebellion” in the late war. 7 ee 


The district I have the honor to represent on this floor is », 


as largely interested iu this question as any other district a 
| United States. Within my knowledge many poor, loyal, hopes » 


are suffering from the want of money that this Government owe 
them. It is cruel and wrong to deny them a just compensation ¢,.. 
| their private property that has been taken for public use. It jam, 
fest that the present system is a wholly inefficient one. It anyo “v 
a denial of justice, and the honor of the Government requ 
the abuse should be corrected. 








OPINION OF SENATOR WILLEY. 
Upon this snbject I read a letter from Hon. Waitman T. Willey 
formerly a distinguished United States Senator from West \ F 
to Mr. P. Shock, who was then, as he is now, pressing | 
against the Government. Senator Willey was thoroughly iy 
with the honesty and justice of the claim. Republican as he wy 
is, I fully indorse his letter. It as as follows: 
MorGANTOWN, West Vireinia, Au 
Dear Str: I have received yours of the 12th instant, and re 
that the bill to which you refer has not yet passed Congress 


on the calendar of bills, and I have some hope that it 
Session 


ust 17, 1870 
egret to 

It is, | 

may be passed at 


There is in my opinion no more positive duty resting on Congress t 
ing provision for the settlement and pay ment of this class of clai 
| the matter may be delayed, I cannot 


selieve that the Government wil 


| and so unwise as not sooner or later to make ample compensation for 
and property furnished by or taken from southern loyalists for the us: ’ 

United States Army during the late war P ' 
Many of these claimants are filing petitions before Congress prayi 


of special bills for rehef. In this way many individuals have ubta 
Yours, truly, Ww. 


M. P. SHock, Esq. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. WILSON. I would be very much gratified, if it is agreeal 
to everybody, to have a little longer time. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I hope the gentleman will have leave to go 
on. I desire a little time myself. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole cannot extend 1} 
time fixed by order of the House for debate. Two minutes of that 
time is still remaining. 

Mr. HUNTON. I yield that two minutes to the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. TOWNSEND. ] 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the committee rise in order to extend 
the time for debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Town- 
SEND] is now entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I have noexcitement alv 
thing; I do not know anything about these men. I want to do jus- 
tice if Ican; I do not want to wake fish of one and flesh of anot 
I do not want to pay any claim for damages which occurred d 
the rebellion that the good sense of this country has not genera 
agreed should be paid. 

As I understand it, a policy has been adopted and pursued from 
the close of the war down until pow of paying for supplies taken 














it this 


t 
for the Army, although those supplies were taken in what were 


States, if they were taken by authority of officers of the Government 
under agreement that they should be paid for should the owner of 
the supplies prove to be loyal. I understand that that has been tho 
uniform practice of the Government. 

In this case I understand that it is proven that these men were loyal. 
I also understand that the highest military authority for takings 
plies said to these men that if they were loyal the use of this mill 
should be paid for. For myself, I am unable to see the ditierence be- 
tween paying for the use of the mill and paying for the flour that 
might have been ground in that mill. 

lf there had been fitty thousand barrels of flour there, and Mr. Conm- 
misary Bell had gone there and found it and had said to these wen, 
If you are loyal, you shall be paid for this flour; if you are not, you 
must whistle for your pay, and he had then taken the tlour under 
that agreement, I do not understand that any body would have doubt d 
but that it was the policy of the Government to pay for that flou 

Now here isa mill in which a great many times fifty thousand barie!s 
of flour were made for the Government. It really seems to we as 
though it is within the principle which we have adopted; it seems so 
tome. If I am wrong, then lerr certainly with good intentions: | er 
with the notion that I am not only to live up to what Tilden said 
and I did not believe anything in that when he said it; not on 
[Laughter.] I believed but very little in what others said approving 
what Tilden said. [Renewed laughter.) ; 

But this is what we did when I came into the Forty-fourth | 
gress, a very raw man in legislatioun—very ragy indeed, although old 


| in years. I looked with a great deal of care upon the doings of | 


gress at that time. I find that last year the Committce 01 War 
Claims reported a bill for the relief of Susan E, Willard. 1 

that bill passed the Committee of the Whole and passed the Hl 

I will read the provisions of that bill: 





That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized and directed 
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ent of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Mrs 
Willard, widow of the late Sylvester D. Willard, of New York, the sum 

so) in full compensation for use and occupation of City Hotel, and brick 

nee adjoining the same, and furniture therein, used for hospital pepene, 
eesborough. Tennessee, in the years 1863 and 1+64, by the order of military 

t ties of the United States. 

hat bill was reported unanimonsly. It passed the Committee of 
she Whole and the House unanimously and went to the Senate. In 
shat body it failed because it could not be proved that there was any 
wreemeut to pay. Here is an agreement, and it seems to me if we 
at with uniformity we must pay this claim. 

* (Here the hammer fell.] 
The CHAIRMAN, 

Ise has ¢ xpired. 
Mr. HUNTON. I hope the vote will now be taken. 

(he CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the bill will be laid 
aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I move ‘hat this bill be reported to the House 
with a recommendatiou that it do not pass, if that motion is in order. 

Mr. FRYE. Is debate in order on that amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN. If thatis to be regarded as an amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. If that motion is not in order, then I move 
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill. 

lhe CHAIRMAN. That is in order. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to say but a word—— 

Mr. BRIGHT. I rise to a point of order, that the time for debate 
upon this bill has been limited by the Honse aud cannot be extended. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Thatlimitation applied to general debate; but 
it does not interfere with the five-ininute debate upon amendments. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I make the point that the time for debate as fixed 
by the House cannot be extended by the committee even under the 
rivilege of amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House kas not cut off the five-minute de- 
bate which is allowed under the rule. 

Mr. HUNTON. I concede that the decision of the 
upon the point of order; but I appeal to gentlemen who oppose this 
bill that as the time for discussion asked on the other side was granted, 
there having been a first and second extension until their wishes on 
the suhject were satisfied, they should now let the committee come 
to a direct vote on the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Irise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
made a motion for amendment, am | not entitled to five minutes’ de- 
bate upon that motion ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 


down 


H 


The gentleman would have been, but he sat 
without claiming the floor; while the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. FRYE] rose and was recognized. 

Mr. HUNTON. I do not want to cut off the gentleman who is on 

floor ; 
irect vote on the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
open to debate ; five minutes for and five minutes against it. 

Mr. FRYE. “The gentleman from Maine” 
at all; he never in his life wauted to talk on this floor; he would 
rather talk anywhere else. [Laughter.] If the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. JONES] will waive his right to speak, I will waive mine. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. 
in that position, 
man stand on his. 

Mr. FRYE. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. 
whether Lam not entitled to five minutes upon the proposition. 

Mr. RANDALL. The motion of the gentleman from Ohio, as I 
understand, is to strike out the enacting clause, which is always re- 
garded as a test question upon the bill itself. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. 
acting clause, 


Mr. RANDALL. 


| Laughter. ] 


been held to be equivalent to a motion in the House to lay the bill 
on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I have been misunderstood in my motion ; it 
Was to strike out all after the enacting clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first motion made by the gentleman from 
Olio was not in order; he then modified his motion, submitting the 
proposition which is now pending. The gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
FRYE] will proceed with bis speech. [Langhter.] 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I desire to say only a few words in reply to 
What was said by the gentleman from West Virginia, [Mr. WILSON. } 

Phe CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Maine yield to the 
gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. FRYE. I yield to the 
(Laughter. ] 
Mr. JONES, of Ohio. 
th 


against young members saying anything in debate; but as I 
here tor the first time, and probably never may be here again, it 
perhaps well for me to assert my rights. 

Now 1 am satisfied that my friend irom West Virginia [Mr. Wit 
SON} desires fairly to reach the truth in this case; and I have no 
Other object myself in this discussion. But L aftirm, and I do not 
think it can be successfully denied, that the Cougress of the United 


ain 


's 


| 


| with the operations of the Army. 


The time for general debate allowed by the | 
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States has uever up to this time recognized the liability of the Gov- 
ernment to pay for the use and occupancy of real estate in connection 
I understand my friend from 
West Virginia to agree with me in that proposition. I expressly 
stated that I waived any discussion of the geueral qnestion as to 
what the Government might hereafter do, by general act of Con- 
gress, in providing some court for the establishment of these claims. 
Whether Congress shall admit the liability of the Government to 
pay this large class of claims is a question to be decided hereafter. 

Mr. WILSON. Let me state my proposition. The act of July 4, 
1°64, curtailed the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. The gentleman says that the jurisdiction of 
the Court of Claims was curtailed by the act of 1864. Now I ask 


| him as a lawyer (and I recognize him as a good one) to observe the 


fact that the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims has never been re- 
stricted by any of these enactments, either of 1864 or 1871, as to the 
decision of cases arising upon contract, either express or implied, by 
the General Government. 


Mr. WILSON. If the gentleman will allow me, I will read from 


the act to which I refer, the act of July 4, 1364: 


The jurisdiction of the Court of Claims shall not extend to or include any claim 
against the United States growing out of the destruction or appropriation of or 


| damage to property by the Army or Navy 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Certainly. I say the jurisdiction of the court 
was restricted as to what are called “ war claims” for stores and sup- 
plies or for the use or occupancy of real estate; but its jurisdiction 
was not restricted as to cases arising under contract. Does the gen- 
tleman say that the Court of Claims cannot determine a case like 
this arising upon a contract with the General Government? 

Mr. WILSON. I say that the Court of Claims had jurisdiction, 


| but the jurisdiction was taken away. 


Mr. JONES, of Ohio. That is where we disagree. I call the atten- 


| tion of lawyers to that act, and they will find that, while it restricts 
‘hair is correct | 


the jurisdiction of the court as to “war claims” it does not take 
away the jurisdiction to hear and determine cases arising upon con- 
tract. I say further that the act of 1871, establishing the southern 
claims commission, made no such restriction of jurisdiction. While 
this jurisdiction was restricted as to war claims, while it was restricted 


| as to stores and supplies, it was not restricted as to contracts, 
Having | 


I say further to my friend from West Virginia that the Congress 


of the United States has never yet conferred general jurisdiction 


} upon the Departments or upon any court, southern claims or other 


but after he has spoken I hope the committee will take a | 
The Chair understands that this proposition is | 


does not wish to speak | 


My motion is to strike out all after the en- | 


| paid claim against the Government of the United States of America, and 
That is equivalent to the motion to strike out the | 


enacting clause, which is*not debatable, for the reason that it has | 


wise, to hear or determine questions for the use or occupancy of real 
estate growing out of the operationsof the Army. I am right about 
that; LI know lam. I have looked into it and cannot be mistaken. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Chairman, I would not say anything about this 
bill if I had not been referred to in the course of the discussion as 
having favored it and once reported in its favor. 

The question of law raised by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. JONES] 
does not disturb me at all. Where a great Government like ours re- 
fuses to allow itself to be sued in four-fifths of all the righteous and 
just claims which may be brought against it, where it opens courts 


| allover the United States and then shuts the doors of those courts 
, I do not see the need of putting the matter | 


I prefer to stand on my rights, and let the gentle- | 


absolutely against a man who has a claim against it, it does not lie 
in the mouth of the United States to come into the House of Repre- 


| sentatives and hold out the bond to us and demand the letter of the 
Then, Mr. Chairman, I will say what I purposed to say. | 


I have submitted the parliamentary inquiry, | 


bond. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Does the gentleman from Maine assert that 
the Court of Claims has not jurisdiction over claims received under 
contract ? 

Mr. FRYE. I do not know whether it has or not, and it is soe long 
since I have examined the subject I dare not say. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, I do say this, that in my opinion this is an honest, just, and un- 


the United States of America have not gone into liquidation. What 
is the fact about it? Alexandria was captured early in the war, Shs 


| was restored to her normal condition and her citizens and the citizens 
| of the United States owning property there had just as much right 


| city of Boston. 


gentleman from Ohio five minutes. | 


}so much money as in those three years. 


to take that property and use it for their own business and their own 
benelit as citizens of the United States had to take property in the 
city of New York and use it for their business and benefit there. I 
say the proclamation of Mr. Lincoln satistied the people of the coun- 
try that within the city of Alexandria their right should be protected 
against every wrong-doer whatever, and they should be at liberty to 
pursue their occupations as harmoniously and as mach under the pro- 
tection of the Government of the United States as they could in the 
That being the case, these gentlemen living in New 
York, perfectly loyal, owning this property, had the right the next 
day after the proclamation issued to go down and take their mills 


} andcommence their flouring business and carry iton forthe next three 

Mr. Chairman, I am perfectly aware that | 

ae is great prejudice, especially on the part of old members of the | 
nse, 


years; and it is well known that there were no three years in the 
history of our country when these men in their own mills, exercising 
the rights guaranteed to them by this Government, coul:| have made 
Why did not they du it? 
Because the Government of the United States occupied those build- 
ings, because the Government of the United States took those build- 
ings, because the Government of the United States which owed these 


| men protection in all their rights entered the buildings and under the 


Coustitution it had the right to takethem. Now, I care not whether 
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they made a contract in writing or any contract whatever, there is away from paying it because technically there was no contra, 
that contract of implication, higher it ought to be with a great Gov- | whether in justice and right it ought to be paid. And I am f; 
ernment like ours, higher by far, that contract on behalf of the United | say that this claim is so honest on its face that I am afraid = we 
States of America to pay for all that it took from a loyal man, and | it. { Laughter. } 
that whatever is just and fair that loyal man should receive. For| It is upon that subject that I desire some information. Ed 
this reason, and for this only, 1 am in favor of the bill. as I have been in the West, from early youth, it is a litt) 
Mr. POTTER. Before the gentleman sits down, will he have read | to me that two or three loyal republicans living in the State of \ 
as a portion of his remarks a few lines froma decision of the Supreme | York from 1861 to 1877; with a republican majority of nearly . 
Court of the United States corroborative of the view he has just ex- : nae 
yressed ? republican heads of Departments; with the New York inflyen: 
Mr. FRYE. Certainly. | to sweep any one of the Departments or this House: with the S 
Mr. POTTER. 1 ask the Clerk to read what I have marked. too, of the present Secretary of State—1 say it seems to me c 
The Clerk read as follows: suspicions that with all this these loyal gentlemen, who have « 
The military officer charged with a particular duty may impress private property loyal and honest claim, have been unable to pass it when thei 
into they ce or take it for public use. Unquestionably in such eases the | friends were in power, and should now come and beseech us 
Government is bound to make full compensation to the owner, “(Mitchell vs. Har- | erates to do them justice. [Laughter. ] 
ee Mr. TUCKER rose. 
Mr. HUNTON. Debate is exhausted, and I ask for a vote. The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the amendment ¢ 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. The gentleman has called for a | amendment. 
vote, and I have an amendment on which I wish to be heard. Mr. HANNA. I withdraw it. 
Mr. HUNTON. I desire to move the committee rise and report the Mr. TUCKER. 1 move to strike ont the last two lines. J a) 
bill favorably to the House. ing to accept the challenge of the gentleman from Indian 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I hope my friend will allow me | discuss this as a lawyer. The Court of Claims has no jurisd 
to be heard. | this case because of the first section of the act of 1874. That «; 
Mr. HUNTON. Yes, sir; I will yield to hear the gentleman. The juriedicti othe £ Chal — 5 
Mr. TOW NSEND, of New York. It has been suggested by some of sguinsk te Dalsed Giaten arewing omer the ieaedon ee ann naa 
my friends at one time during this argument that I took the floor and | damage to property by the Army or Navy, &c. priation 
protested against the idea that the city of Alexandria at the commence- 7 
ment of the war was in a state of peace. My friends will bear me Sut that is not the question which I desire to direct attent 
witness I took no ground in regard to this bill whatever, because at | The question is, Does the Government owe this money? Is th 


? Go 
that stage of the debate I had not yet heard what was in the bill, ernment going to repudiate an honest claim or not? Are we to hea; 
Mr. HUNTON. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported 


arguments for maintaining the credit of the Government on al! 
favorably to the House. sions whenever the bonds of the Government are in question, a 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment pending. the repudiation of private claims which are based upon an equital 
Mr. HANNA. I move to amend by striking out -the last line. | and honest consideration? That is the question. I care for non 
What I have to say now I desire to say coolly and dispassionately, | these parties; I know nothing about them. I only know this, an: 
and as a lawyer, because I am apprehensive that by this vote this | wish to have this matter historically settled. I know that from 
House may commit itself in such a direction that gentlemen upon | time that Virginia went out of the Union by the ratification o 
cool and calm reflection will seriously regret their conduct. Now I | 23d day of May, 1861, of the ordinance of secession, from the morning 
appeal to every lawyer upon this floor whether or not, as shown by | after, the 24th day of May, until the close of the war, there was not a 
the report of the committee, there be such a state of facts as creates | confederate soldier inside of the city of Alexandria, except as a p 
a contract, a contract in law. So far as we are advised by the report | oner of war; not one. 
the facts are these : The Federal Government took possession of the city of Alexan 

On the 17th of December, 1361, more than sixteen years ago, a com- | and held it from that time up to this moment. 
missary by the name of Bellinformed the agent of the claimants that | Virginia was not formed then. rg 
the Government required the use of the claimants’ mill, to which the | ized as they called it, or the government of Virginia was restored by 
said agent replied that the Government could have it if it would pay | means of a government established at Wheeling in Jane, 1-61. Tha 
for it; and the commissary replied that if the owners were loyal they | government was recognized by the Government of the United States 
would be paid. and has been recognized from that day to this, except in a matter to 

Now, upon these verbal statements between a commissary of the | which I have not time now to refer. That restored government 
War Department and the agent of these claimants this House is asked | Virginia elected Senators and Representatives who occupied seats 
to decide judicially that there was a contract created by these declar- | upon the floor of each House of Congress. 
ations that is binding in law. Gentlemen think that created a con- In December, 1861, this contract was made. Gentlemen say it wa 
tract. If Mr. Bell, as a representative of the War Department, was | not a contract. Do gentlemen mean to say that this Government 
authorized to make a contract and these words created a contract, | bound only by a written, an absolute, an explicit contract? Ther 
then I want to ask gentlemen how it comes and how it happens that | have a decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, made 0 
either the agent of these claimants or the claimants themselves did | tober last, in the case of Clark rs. The United States. That was 
not day by day or month by month or year by year go to the War | case where a quartermaster hired a vessel down on the Rio Grande 
Department to have that contract executed and receive the fruits of | the year 1865, after the close of the war. He made a verbal contract 
it? I want to ask why it is that sixteen years are allowed to pass | which the Court of Claims and the Supreme Court held to be illegal 
hefore the legislative branch of the Government is called upon to | because the law required contractsto be in writing. Yet the Supre: 
first decide judicially that it is a contract and then to execute it? | Court allowed the claim upon the quantum meruit of the party and li 
As a lawyer, I have my opinion about whether we create a binding | that where the contract was executed on the part of the party hin 
contract. I will say this much: for all that appears in the report of | the Government was bound by the quantum meruit to pay the pi 
the committee there is no state of facts that creates a contract bind- | Now that is the law, and that is the law for this case. 
ing upon any Department of the Government, and every lawyer knows Mr. RANDOLPH. That is not a new law. 
it. There must be something binding above, beyond, outside of the Mr. TUCKER. There is no new law about it. 
report of this committee to create a contract that any Department of Mr. CONGER. That is the law in time of peace. 
the Government within the rules of law or within the rules of equity Mr. TUCKER. Time of peace! Was it not a time of peace when 
can be called upon to execute. Hence, well may the War Department | the Government took Alexandria and held it all through the war! 
have declined for sixteen years to recognize that as a contract. Mr. CONGER. I guess not. 

[ Here the hammer fell.] Mr. TUCKER. Does the gentleman say that as soon as the (ov- 

Mr. HANNA. Then Isimply say, as with a voice of warning, be care- | ernment got into Alexandria it could rob and hold all the property 
ful how yon commit yourselves by this bill. in Alexandria without paying for it? 

Mr. FRYE. LI would like toask the gentleman a question: Did not Mr. CONGER. I mean to say that it was held by military law. 
the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. HANNA] vote a week ago in favor of Mr. TUCKER. Does the gentleman mean to say that under the 
the proposition reported by a committee to pay for the use and occu- | Constitution of the United States, when that Constitution was ex- 
pation of agricultural grounds in the State of Indiana by the Army, | tended over any portion of the people of this country by conquest 
where there was no more contract than here ? and by removal of the rebels, the Constitution did not revive there 

Mr. HANNA. In the first place I did not so vote, and in that case | in full force ? 
there was a contract in writing signed by the parties and to be exe- This is not the claim of arebel ; it is the claim of a man who comes 
cuted in a court of justice. here as «loyal man, witha contract made by the Government throug 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. its commissary. Was not this a contract? The Government held 

Mr. HANNA. Andacontract on which the Government paid month | the property and the Government got the use of it. Is the Govern 
after month. Not so here. ment going to cheat the man outof it? That is the question. 

Ibe Chair rapped to order. { Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BRAGG. Lhave no care, so far as Iam concerned, whether there The CHAIRMAN. The time of tho gentleman has expired. 
was acontract between the Government and these partiesor not. The | Mr. HUNTON. Will my colleague (Mr. TUCKER] withdraw his 
only question with me is whether it is honest ad right for the Gov- | formal amendment ? 
ernment to pay this claim, not whether the Government can shrink Mr. TUCKER. I withdraw it. 
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Mr. HUNTON. I now move that the committee rise and report 
hie bill to the House with a recommendation that it pass. 
“The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment pending, moved by the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. JONEs,] to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause of the bill. ae 

The question was taken upon the amendment; and upon a division, 
there were—ayes 70, noes 80. 

so the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTON. I now move that the committee rise and report 
this bill to the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, Before the question is taken on that 
motion | merely wish to make one remark about a matter which I 
nk is not known to the House. 


ul . 
4 he CHAIRMAN. Debate is not now in order, 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Well, by consent; or I move to strike 
out the last word. 


The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in order, for there is a mo- 
tion now pending that the committee rise and report the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I merely wish to state—— 

Cries of “¢ rder! a 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Harrts) proceeding at this time? 

Objection was made by many members. 

The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. HUNTON; and upon 
a division, it was agreed to—ayes 86, noes 71. 

rhe committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. YEATES reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar had had under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 
1305) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman, and 
had directed him to report the same to the House with a reconmmenda- 
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tion that it do pass. 
I call the previous question. 


Mr. HUNTON. 


The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 
and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 


and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time. 
rhe question was upon the passage of the bill. 


Mr. HUNTON. 
bill. 


The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
Ohio. I call for the yeas and nays on the passage 


Mr. JONES, of 
of the bill. 


I call the previous question on the passage of the 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 94, nays 109, not 


voting 89; as follows: 
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] 
Cain 
Caldwell, John W. 
( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 


‘andler, 


arlisle, 

halmers, 
hittenden, 

lark of Missouri, 
‘larkeof Kentucky, 
‘lymer, ? 
‘ox, Samuel S. 


Culberson, 
Davis Joseph J. 
Dibrell, 


Aldrich, 
Bacon, 
Baker, William H. 
Ballou, 
Bayne, 
Blair, 
Bouck, 
Boyd, 
sragg, 
Brentano, 
brewer, 





Briggs, 
Bre len, 
Browne, 


Bundy, 
Burchard, 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Caswell, 
Clatlin, 
Clark, Rush 
Cobb, 

Cole, 
Collina, 
Conger, 
Covert, 


YEAS—94. 


Dunne, 
Durham, 

Eames, 

Eden, 

Elam, 

Ellis, 

Evins, Johu H. 
Felton, 

Field, 

Forney, 
Franklin, 

Frye, 

Garth, 

Goode, 

Harris, Benj. W. 
Harris, John T. 
Hatcher, 
Hewitt, Abram S. 
Hooker, 

House, 

Jones, James T. 
Jorgensen, 
Keifer, 

Kenna, 


Kimmel, 

Knapp, 

Knott, 

Lindsey, 

Loring, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
McKenzie, 
Metcalfe, 

Mills, 

Mitchell, 

Mort ison, 
Muldrow, 
Norcross, 
Oliver, 
Patterson, T. M. 
Potter, 
Pridemore, 
Rainey, 
Rea, 
Reilly, 


Rice, Americus V. 


Rice, William W. 
hiddle, 


NAYS—109. 
Crapo, Hunter, 
Cummings, Hunton, 
Cutler, lttner, 
Danford, Jones, Frank 
Darrall, Jones, John 8. 
Davis, Horace Joyce, 
Deering, Keightley, 
Denison, Landers, 
Dickey, Lathrop, 
Dwight, Lynde, 
Ellsworth, Marsh, 


Evans, I. Newton 
Fort, 
Gardner, 
Giddings, 
Gunter, 
Hamilton, 
Hanna, 
Hardenbergh, 
Hartzell, 
Hayes, 
Hazelton, 
Hendee, 
Henderson, 
Hiscock, 
Hubbell, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 


Mayham, 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 


Morgan, 


Robertson, 
Robinson, Milton S. 
Sayler, 

Scales, 
Schleicher, 
Shelley, 

Smalls, 
Southard, 
Springer, 

Steele, 
Throckniorton, 
Townsend, M. I, 
Tacker, 

Turner, 

Vance, 

Waddell, 

Walsh, 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert 5. 
Wilson, 

Wright, 

Yeates. 


Ryan, 

Sampson, 

Sapp. 

nian 
Sinnickson, 
Smith, A. Herr 
Sparks, 

Stenger, 
Stewart, 

Stone, Joseph C. 
Stove, John W. 
Strait, 

Tipton, 
Townsend, Amos 
Turney, 

— Vorhes, 


O'Neill, Vard, 
Page, Warner, 
Patteison, G. W. Watson, 
Peddie, Welch, 
Pollard, White, Harry 
Pound, White, Michael D. 
Price, Williams, C. G. 
Randolph, Williams, Richard 
sed, Willits. 
Robbins, 
Robinson, George D. 
83, 
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Bagley, Finley, Lapham, Slemons 

Baker, John HI. Foster, Leonard, Smith, William E. 
Banks, Freeman, Ligon, Starin, 

Banning, Fuller Lockwood, Stephens, 
Benedict, Gartield, Luttrell, Swann, 

Bland, Gause, Mackey, Thompson, 

Bliss, Gibson, Maish, Thoraburgh 

Bright Glover, Me Mahon, Townshend, R. W. 
Buckner, Hale, Money, Veeder, 

Burdick, Harmer, Mouroe, Wait, 

Butler, Harris, Henry R. Morse, Walker, 

Cabell, llarrison, Muller, Whitthorne, 
Caldwell, W. P. Hart, Neal, Wigginton, 

Clark, Alvah A. Hartridge, Overton, Williams, Andrew, 
Cook, Haskell, Phelps, Williams, A. 8 
Cox, Jacob D. Henkle, Phillips, Williams, James 
Crittenden, Henry, Powers, Willis, Benjamin A. 
Davidson, Herbert, Pugh, Wood, 

Douglas, Hewitt, G. W. Quinn, Wren, 

Eickhotf, James, Reagan, Young. 

Errett, Kelley, Roberts, 

Evans, James L. Ketcham, Sexton, 

Ewing Killinger, Singleton, 


So the bill was not passed. 

During the roll-call the following proceedings took place: 

Mr. BELL. My colleague, Mr. Harnis, of Georgia, is absent on 
account of sickness in his family. If he were here, he would vote 
“ay? 

Mr. BRIGHT. On this question Iam paired with the gentleman 
from Ohio, Mr. Monror. If he were present, he would vote “no” 
and I should vote “ ay.” 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. On this question I am paired with the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, Mr. GARFIELD. If he were here, he would vote in 
the negative and I should vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. FULLER. Iam paired on this question with Mr. WILLIs, of 
New York, who if present would vote in the affirmative, while I 
should vote in the negative. 

Mr. BAKE’, of Indiana. On this question I am paired with the 
gentleman from Maryland, Mr. HENKLE. If present, he would vote 
*“ay;” I should vote “no.” 

Mr. BREWER. Lam paired on all political questions with the 
gentleman from Maryland, Mr. Henry. As gentlemen on the other 
side have determined that this is not such a question, I vote “no.” 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lask the privilege of voting. I was not in 
the Hall during the roll-call. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think it is a privilege that I have, under the 
Constitution and the rules of the House, to vote. I was engaged in 
committee work at the time the roll was being called. 

The SPEAKER. There is a clause in the Constitution giving 
members the right to vote; but another clause provides that “ each 
House may determine the rules of its proceeding;” and that rule- 
making power has been exercised with reference to this question of 
voting. The Chair calls attention to Rule 29, with the note thereon 
as given in the Manual: 

No member shall vote on any question in the event of which he is immediately 
and particularly interested, or in any case where he was not within the bar of the 
House when the question was put.—April 17, 1789. When the roll-call is com 
pleted the Speaker shall state that any member offering to vote does so upon the 
assurance that he was within the bar before the last name on the roll was called.— 
March 19, 1869. Provided, however, that any member who was absent by leave of 
the House may vote at any time before the result is announced.—March 2, 1465 
It is not in order for the Speaker to entertain any request for a member to change 
his vote on any question after the result shall have oe declared, nor shall any 
member be allowed to record his vote on any question if he was not present when 
such vote was taken.— May 27, 1870. 

[As originally adopted, the word present was used in this rule where the words 
‘*within the bar of the House’ nowappear. The alteration was made on the l4th Sep- 
tember, 1837. By a decision of the House, at the first session of the Thirty-fifth 
Congress, (see Journal, page 337,) soon after its occupancy of the present Hall, the 
“bar of the House " was defined to be “ upon the floor of the Hall, and not outside 
of any of the doors leading into it.” And when interrogated as to his presence, 
every member must answer the question for himself.) 


Mr. FORT. I hope the gentleman will be allowed to vote. 

The SPEAKER. The practice upon this matter isunvarying ; and 
the Chair is unwilling to disturb a practice so long settled, unless 
authorized by some express action of the House. 

Mr. MILLS. Does the Chair decide that by a rule of this House a 
member can be deprived of his constitutional right to cast his vote ? 

The SPEAKER. This is a familiar question. The Constitution 
gives to every member the right to vote; but it also provides that 
each House may make such rules for its government as it may see fit. 
Under the rules and under the practice the gentleman from Missouri, 
not having been in the House during the roll-call, has not the right 
to vote. The Chair is unwilling to depart from the practice and the 
rule in this respect, though he is at all times willing to be guided 
upon thig and other_questions by the action of the majority of the 
House. 

Mr. SAYLER. In reply to the remark of the gentleman from Texas, 
[Mr. MILLs,] permit me to say that the rules do not take away the 
constitutional right of a member to vote. On the contrary, they 
simply prescribe the time within which he may vote. Now, does the 
gentleman from Texas mean to say that because a clause in the Con- 
stitution gives a member the right to vote therefore he might come in 
to-morrow or next week and vote upon this question? If we can fix 





yee eee 













sors 









































































872 


a limit so that a vote upon the question now pending would not be 
admissible to-morrow or next week, cannot the House with equal 
wropriety limit the time of voting to the period of the roll-call? And 
do not understand how the House can intelligently transact its busi 
ness without such limitation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will state to the gentleman from Ohio that 
I was here before the vote had been announced. 

Mr. SAYLER. Was the gentleman here before the last name on 
the roll was called ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I was not. 

Mr. SAYLER. ‘The gentleman was not within the Hall before the 
last name on the roll was called, and therefore under the rule is not 
entitled to vote. 

Mr. MILLS. The constitutional authority given to this House to 
make rules to govern its proceedings is subordinate to the authority 
granted in that instrument that every Representative upon this floor 
shall have the right to vote as the representative of his constituency. 
This House cannot make a rule that will limit a State of this Union 
entitled under the Constitution to thirty-three votes upon this floor 
to cast only twenty-two votes. It cannot establish a rule that a 
sinall State cannot be represented except under certain conditions. 
The authority to make rules is in subordination to the other provis- 
ion of the Constitution to which I have referred, that every Repre- 
sentative upon this floor shall be entitled to vote on all questions as 
the representative of hisconstituency. ‘The gentleman from Missouri 
is entitled, as the vote has not been announced, to cast his vote on 
this question, as he is present and asks to do so. I reply to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that so long as the question is not decided in this 
House a member representing a constituency has the right to utter 
its voice. That is the constitutional doctrine ; and if you can make 
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a rule of this House to strike down a constituency in this way then | 


you can by the rules of this House inaugurate and carry forward a 
revolation. 

The SPEAKER. It isthe duty of the Representative to be present. 

Mr. MILLS. You can punish him for not being present, but you 
cannot deprive his constituency of the right to vote. 

The SPEAKER. Although it interrupts the roll-call the Chair has 
heard both sides of this question. It is not a new question. It has 
been agitated during many years, and so far as the present occupant 
of the chair is concerned he does not mean to vary from the practice 
and rules of this House in this particular. Gentlemen know the rule 
and should be present to exercise the right they are sent here to ex- 
ercise according to the rules of the House. [Applause.] 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. As the request I have made is objected to I 
will withdraw it. 

Mr. MILLS. I hope the gentleman from Missouri will not with- 
draw his request, but will make the issue and insist upon his right to 
vote, 

Mr. WADDELL. It is not a matterof right but a matter of court- 
esy. My friend from Texas is altogether wrong and the Chair is alto- 
gether mght. I make the appeal to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania to withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER. The only grievance is toward the people the 
member represents. I say this impersonally. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I do not desire to be captious. I 
am opposed to this bill and I desire of course to so conduct myself 
as to defeat its passage. My colleagué, who was not here to vote, 
would vote against the bill, while the gentleman from Missouri would 
vote for it, so those votes may be considered as paired. 

Mr. WADDELL. When a gentleman of this House is absent at- 
tending to the business of a committee of the House it has not been 
customary to object to his voting, and I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 1 know my rights and must insist 
upon them. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I think the decision of the Chair 
is correct and I hope it will be sustained by every member of the 
House. It is only the fault of the members themselves if they are 
not here when their names are called. It is the business of every 
member to be here and answer when called. If not, they have no 
right to vote. 

Mr. MILLS. 
right to vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not entertain the motion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1am not bere to be lectured by the gentle- 
man from New York. It is a gratuitous lecture. I only wish tostate 
that I was engaged at the time in the committee-room attending to 
the business of my committee, and that I came here as soon as pos- 
sible to vote, but did not reach the Hall until after the last name on 
the roll had been called. 

The SPEAKER. Had the committee the right to sit during the 
sessions of the Honse ? 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. It had not, but as there have been complaints 
that the House was not getting along rapidly enough with its work, 
] was trying to exyolite the business as much as possible. [Langh- 
ter.] 

Mr. MILLS. Let me make one remark in addition. Since I was 
up before it has occurred to me that a question like this was pre- 
seuited fout yegrs azo, when p'yentleman,{ Mr: Braye, } now Senator 
froui tho State of Mgjitt, ut the otlicr cnd of the Capitol) occupied the 


I move that the gentleman from Missouri has the 


| Mr. McManon. 
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a 


I will read from the rules the note of t} 


Speaker’s chair. 
referred to: 


16 Case the . 


On a very important question taken December 9, 1803, on an amendment rn; 
(‘onstitation. so as to change the form of voting for President and Vi, «P ae 
which required a vote of two-thirds, there appeared eighty-three in the afin, 
aud forty-two in the negative. It wanted one vote in the atlirmative t 


constitational majority. The Speaker, eee) notwithstanding a pri 
the rule as it then existed, claimed and obtained his right to vote ; 
the affirmative, and it was by that vote that the amendment to the (y 
was carried. The right of the Speaker, as a member of the House, to vos, 
questions is secured by the Constitution. No actof the House can tak, i; 


him when he chooses to exercise it. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a similar case to the one now yy 

Mr. MILLS. But the Speaker, Mr. Nathaniel Macon, did cast his 
vote in defiance of the rule of the House which said that he shoy|y 
not do so, and he cast his vote as a Representative from the State of 
North Carolina. , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs the gentleman from Texas to 5 ad 
that case carefully and he will see that it is not at all analovy 
the one pending. e 

Mr. SOUTHARD. The point of order raised having been disposed 
of by the decision of the Chair, I demand the regular order. 

Mr. OVERTON. I inadvertently voted without stating that I wags 
not within the bar of the House when the last name on the rol] y 
called. I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will pair with you. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HANNA. I move to suspend the rule for ten minutes in order 
to give to gentlemen a chance to record their votes. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to move to suspend the rules 
to-day. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I have been requested by my colleagne, Mr. 
Cox, to state that he was paired on this question with my coll ague, 
If present, he would have voted “ no.” 

Mr. BLOUNT. My colleague from Georgia, Mr. Cook, is absent on 
account ot sickness. 

Mr. ATKINS. My colleague from Tennessee, Mr. YounG, is de- 
tained at his home by sickness. 

Mr.ALDRICH. I move that the reading of the names be dispensed 
with. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HUNTON. I change my voto so as to be entitled to make the 
motion to reconsider. I vote “no.” 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. CONGER and Mr. HUNTON rose. 

Mr. HUNTON. I move to reconsider the vote just taken. 

Mr. CONGER. I claim that the gentleman from Virginia has not 
that right. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia desires to make a 
proposition. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HUNTON. I move to reconsider the vote just taken, with the 
view of following that by a motion to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. FORT. I move to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia stated to the Chair 
that he desired to be recognized to move a reconsideration with the 
object he has intimated. The Chair informed the gentleman that he 
would recognize him; that he might ask that privilege of the major- 
ity, but that, if any gentleman made the motion to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table the Chair, in accordance with the uniform 
practice, would have to recognize that motion. 

Mr. FORT. I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois has the right to 
make that motion. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. ATKINS. I moved that the House do now adjourn. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman was not recognized for that purpose. 

Mr. ATKINS. Ihave noticed frequently that the Chair has put 
that motion without gentlemen having been formally recognized to 
make it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that he thinks he has 
stretched the rule already in favor of this bill by allowing the gentle- 
man from Virginia to make a statement and an appeal to the House. 
The Chair therefore does not think that it rests with any friend of 
the bill to complain of his conduct. 

Mr. ATKINS. I thought that if the Chair heard that motion it was 
his duty to put it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is quite willing to put that motion. 

Mr. FORT. I submit that the regular order is to take a vote on 
my motion. ; 

The SPEAKER. The same majority that would vote on the adjourn- 
ment would also vote on the other motion. 

Mr. POTTER. Is it not in order pending the motion to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table to move to adjourn ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hcy- 
TON,] having voted with the majority, moves to reconsider the vote 
by which this bill was defeated and the gentleman from Illinois moves 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. Pending that the gen- 
tleman from Termepses moves that tho Hous d6 now adjourn, That 
motion ts admissibld. 
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* \(r, ATKINS called for tellers. 
On the question of ordering tellers there were ayes 21. 


<, /one-fiith of a quorum not having voted in the affirmative) 


tellers were not ordered. 
1 call for the yeas and nays. 
On the question of ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 40. 


Mr. HUNTON. 


So (the affirmative being more than one-fifth of the last vote) the 


yeas apd nays we 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 9, nays 8, not 


re ordered. 


voting 118; as follows: 
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irich 
r, William H. 


Bland, 

Bliss 

Boone, 

Boyd, 

Bridcea, 
Buckner, 
Burdick, 
Butler, 

Cabell, 

Cain, 
Caldwell, W. P. 
Caswell, 
Chittenden, 
Claflin, 

Clark, Alvah A. 
Cook, 

Covert, 

(ox, Jacob D. 
Cox, Samuel S. 
Danford, 
Davidson, 
Douglas, 
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The question being taken on the motion to adjourn, there were— 


YEAS—£9. 


Elam, 

Evins, John H. 
Felton, 

Field, 

Finley, 

Forney, 
Franklin, 

Frye, 

Garth, 
Giddings, 
Goode, 
Hamilton, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Hatcher, 
Hewitt, Abram S. 
Hooker, 

House, 

Huuton, 
Jorgensen, 
Keifer, 

Keuna, 


Knott, 
Ligon, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 
Lynde, 
Mackey, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
Mayham, 
Mills, 
Mitchell, 
Morrison, 
Muldrow, 
DP orcross, 
Oliver, 
Patterson, T. M. 
Potter, 
Pridemore, 


Rice. William W. 
Riddle, 


NAYS—85. 


Conger, 
Crapo, 
Cummings, 
Cutler, 

Davis, Horace 
Deering, 
Denison, 
Dick« y; 
Eames, 
E|lsworth, 
Errett, 
Evans, I. Newton 
Fort, 
Gardner, 
Hanna, 
Hardenbergh, 
Hartzell, 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hiscock, 
Humphrey, 


Hungerford, 
Ittner, 

Jones, Jobn 8. 
Lathrop, 
Marsh, 
McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKenzie, 
Overton, 
Page, 
Patterson, G. W. 
Pound, 

Price, 
Randolph, 


Reed, 


Robinson, George D. 


Koss 

Ryan, 
Sampson, 
Sapp, 
Shallenberger, 
Sinnickson, 


NOT VOTING—1I18. 


Dwicht, 
E'ckhoff, 

Ellis, 

Evans, James L, 
Ewing, 

Foster, 
Freeman, 
Fuller, 
Garfield, 
Gause, 

Gibson, 

Glover, 

Gunter, 

Hale, 

Harmer, 

Harris, Henry R. 
Hart, 
Hartridge, 
Haskell, 

Hayes, 

Hendes, 
Henkle, 

Henry, 
Herbert, 
Hubbell, 
Hunter, 

James, 

Jones, Frank 
Jones, James T. 
Joyce, 


Keightley, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Killinger, 
Kimmel, 
Knapp, 
Landers, 
Lapham, 
Leonard, 
Lock wood, 
Luttrell, 
Maish, 
McKinley, 
Metcalfe, 
McMahon, 
Money, 
Monroe, 
Morgan, 
Morse, 
Muller, 
Neal, 
O'Neill, 
Peddie, 
Phelps, 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Powers, 
Pugh, 
Quicn, 
Rainey, 


So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. 


Nobbins, 


Robinson, Milton §S. 


Fayler, 

Scales, 

She lley, 

Springer, 

Steele, 
Throckmorton, 
Townsend, M. I. 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, 

Vance, 

Walsh, 

W hitthorne, 
Williams, Jere N. 
Wills, Albert 5. 
Wilson, 

Wright, 

Yeates. 


Smith, A. Herr 
Sparks, 

Stewart, 

Stone, Joseph C. 
Stone, John W. 
Strait, 

Tipton, 
Townsend, Amos 
Turney, 

Van Vorhea, 
Ward, 

Warner, 

Watson, 

Welch, 

White, Harry 
White, Michael D. 
Williams, «*. G. 
Williams, Richard 
Willits. 


Reagan, 
loberts, 
Robertson, 
Schleicher, 
Sexton, 
Singleton, 
Slemons, 
Smalls, 

Swith, William E. 
Southard, 
Starin, 

Stenger, 
Stephens, 
Swann, 
Thompson, 
Thornburgh, 
Veeder, 
Waddell, 

Wait, 

Walker, 
Wigginton, 
Williams, Andrew 
Williams, A. 8. 
Williams, James 


Willis, Benjamin A. 


Wood, 
Wren, 
Young. 


During the call of the roll the following announcements were made ; 
Mr. CHALMERS. My colleague, Mr. MONEY, was quite sick last 


night, and as I have not seen him here to-day, I have no doubt he is 
still confined to his room. 


Mr. MCGOWAN. My colleague, Mr. KEIGHTLEY, has been called 
from the House on account of sickness. 


Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. On this question I am paired with Mr. 
HENKLE, of Maryland. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Pending the announcement of the vote, 


873 


Mr. LarpnaM was granted leave of absence until Thursday next, 
on account of important business. 


FILLING VACANCY ON COMMITTER, 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. WIGGINTON to 
filla vacancy on the Committee on Public Lands. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

The SPEAKER. By order of the House the session of to-morrow 
will be for debate only, no business whatever to be transacted; and 
the Chair will be occupied by Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama, as Speaker 
pro tempore. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated; and 
accordingly (at five o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.) the House 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of type-founders of Philadelphia, 
New York, Boston, and other points, urging a careful investigation 
of the needs of the manufacturing interests of the country before ac- 
tion is taken on the tarifi—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ALDRICH: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Chicago, 
Illinois, for a liberal appropriation to complete the harbor already 
commenced at the entrance of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BAGLEY: The petition of C. Collins Merriam, secretary of 
the Lyons Falls (New York) Temperance Union, for a commission of 
inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BAKER, of Indiana: Papers relating to the claim of William 
F. Bryson—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BALLOU: The petition of 110 workingmen of Providence, 
Rhode Island, engaged in the manufacture of machinery, against any 
reduction of duties which protect labor,and against thereimposition 
of the war tax on tea and cofiee—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Abbie M. Mudge, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Augusta M. Richards, of Wakefield, Mas- 
sachusetts, for compensation for services rendered the oflicers and 
soldiers of the Union Army in New Orleans during the late war—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BREWER : The petition of Alonzo O. Miller and 90 other 
citizens of Bunker Hill, Michigan, against the reduction of the duty 
on wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRIDGES: The petition of shippers and dealers in live 
stock against transportation limitations—to the Committee on Agri- 
culture, 

By Mr. CLARK, of Missouri: The petition of Mrs. Maria Judd, 
Lina C. Meier, and other citizens of Norborne, Missouri, for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution prohibiting the several States from dis- 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex—to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: Resolutions of the Legislature of 
California, respecting the improvement of the harbor of San Luis 
Obispso; of the harbor of Crescent City; and of the Makelumne 
River, California—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. EDEN : The petition of D. D. Lewis and others, of Greenup, 
Illinois, against any reduction of import duties—to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ELAM: A paper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Homer to Collinsburgh, Louisiana—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office und Post-Roads. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petitions of the Baptist church of Marlborough, 
Massachusetts; of the Plymouth church of Framingham, Massa- 
chusetts; of the Second church of Dorchester, Massachusetts; of 
the Methodist Episcopal church of Millbury, Massachusetts; of the 
Congregational church of Tewksbury, Massachusetts; and of the 
First Congregational church of Attleborough, Massachusetts, for a 
commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GLOVER: The petition of 181 ladies and gentlemen of 
Adair County, Missouri, that the Constitution be so amended as to 
prohibit the States from disfranchising United States citizens on 
account of sex—to the same committee 

By Mr. HANNA: The petition of William Cline, of Clayton, Indi- 
ana, that he be paid $5,000 upon transferring to the Commissioner of 
Agriculture for distribution throughout the country a formula for 
compounding medicine for the eure of hog cholera—to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of citizens of Philadelphia, for the 
immediate repeal of the resumption act, the abolition of the bank- 
note issue, and the issue by the Government of full legal-tender 
money interconvertible with bonds payable in coin or legal-tencder 
paper; also for the remonetization of silver and the taxation of the 
property of the bondholders so that they shall bear theirshare of the 
public burdcus—to the Committve on Banking and Currency. 
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By Mr. HART: The petition of New York merchants, for a reduc- 
tion in the rates of duty on importations of linen goods—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, 

By Mr. HEWITT, of New York: The petition of Conrad Wagner and 
others, for a change in the revenue law relating to cigars—to the same 
committee, 


ty Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of Jay C. Morse and 1,000 other | 


citizens of Ishpeming, Lake Superior, against any change of the 
tarifi—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of 8. A. Brace and 200 other citizens of Michigan, 
against the reduction of the tariff on wool and other raw materials 
produced in this country—to the same committee. 

by Mr. JAMES: The petitions of George W. Ripley and others; of 
David L. Blow and Amy Otis, for the amendment of the pension laws— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of C. P. Clark and others, of Saint Lawrence 
County, New York, that if the tax on tobacco is reduced they be 
allowed a drawback on their stock on hand—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

by Mr. KEIGHTLEY: The petition of A. Jones and 50 others, that 
the duty on wool be retained as at present—to the same committee. 

by Mr. KIDDER: The petition of R. T. Walters and 57 others, that 
a pension be granted to Ira G. W. Chase—to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 


By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of Mrs. A. A. Haskell, for the 


removal of her political disabilities—to the Committee on the Judi- | 


cary. 

By Mr. MACKEY: The petition of citizens of Washington Iron 
Works, of Howard, and of Centre County, Pennsylvania, against 
any reduction of the present tariff duties and against the reimposition 
of the war tax on tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Also, the petition of officers and soldiers of the late war, of Centre 
County, Pennsylvania, for the equalization of bounties—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MAISH: The petition of Captain Clark H. Wells, United 
States Navy, for the difference of pay between a captain on shore- 


duty and that of a commodore, for the period he was in command of | 


the League Island naval station, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. MANNING: The petition of Fortunatus Jarratt, for com- 


pensation for property taken by the United States Army—to the | 


Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of Thomas Farrell, Edward 


Goodman, sr., and 125 other citizens of Clermont, Pennsylvania, for | 


the passage of an act to aid heads of families in the settlement of 
public lands under the homestead law by loan of $750 to each of them, 


such lands and all improvements thereon until the same shall be 
repaid to the Government—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POUND: The petition of all the members of the Milwankee 
Clearing-House Association, against the passage of the Bland silver 
bill—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of Harrison 
Gartield and others, that no change in the tariff laws be made preju- 
dicial to the interests of labor—to the Committee of Waysand Means. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petitions of M. B. Averill and 


citizens of Casnovia, Michigan; the former against any reduction of 
the tariff on wool, and the latter against any reduction of duties—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: Memorial of the governor of Pennsylvania, 
for additional legislation to carry out the true intent and meaning of 
the act of Congress of July 27, 1861, entitled “An act to indemnify 
the States for expenses incurred by them in defense of the United 
States,” and for such appropriation of money as may be necessary to 
pay the State of Pennsylvania the balance due—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of T. E. H. MeCroskey, for 
an amendment of the laws regulating the leasing of certain public 
lands known as school lands—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of William Baxter and 
74 other workingmen of Cleveland, Ohio, against any reduction of 
duties on foreign goods—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WALSH: The petition of John G. Sines and 48 other citizens 
of Garrett County, Maryland, that a pension be granted to John G. 
Sines—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WELCH: The petition of citizens of Nebraska, against 
leasing public lands west of one hundredth meridian—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: Papers relating to the claim of 
William D. Ingersoll—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of H. T. Jefferson and 
other citizens of Louisville, Kentucky, that the tariff on jute, jute- 


butts, and bagging remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 





| with every fanciful vagary or be blown about by every wind of « 


| gacity of the noble men who framed the Constitution of 17-7 and 
to be expended under rules and regulations to be prescribed by tho | 


Secretary of the Interior, the same to be and continue a lien upon | but a few leagues from the sea-coast, and only three millions of peo- 


| ple, it adequately met every demand and answered every requil 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, February 9, 1878. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m., and was called to order }y M 
Hewitt, of Alabama, as Speaker pro tempore. Prayer by the Chay. 
lain, Rev. W. P. Harrison. i 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. By order of the House the session of to. 
day is for debate only, no business whatever to be transacted. I 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. JOYCE] is entitled to the floor, 

PRESIDENTIAL TERM—CIVIL SERVICE REFORM. 

Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, on the 10th of December last I intro. 

duced in the House a joint resolution relating to the term of office of 


the President and Vice-President of the United States, which reaq 
as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and louse of Representatives of the United States 
ica in Congress assembled, (two-thirds of each House concurring ther l 
following be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States as an amendment + 
the Constitution of the United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of « 


fA 


| Legislatures, shall be valid as a part of the said Constitution ; 


ARTICLE XVI. 
From and after the 4th day of March, in the year 1885, the term of officv 


fo 


President and Vice-President of the United States shall be six years ; and ay per 
son having been elected to and held the office of President, or who for two years 
has held such office, shall be ineligible to a re-election. 

No subject, sir, of more vital and commanding importance could 
possibly come before Congress than a proposition to in any way alter 
or amend the organic law of the Republic. But when it becomes 
duty, as legislators, to consider this question, no vainglorious am)i- 
tion to become reformers nor apprehension of being branded as vis 
ionary bigots should deter us from a bold, manly, and independent 
discharge of it. 

While on the one hand we should not allow ourselves to run frant 


ir 


trine set in motion by scheming partisans and dissembling dema- 
gogues, on the other we should not shut our eyes to the glaring re- 
sults of time and experience and hug an obsolete delusion to our ruin 
for fear of being accused of innovations of removing the ancient | 


ind 


|} marks of the fathers, or because it is intrenched behind sacred and 
Also, the petition of Elias H. Sebolt, for a pension—to the Com- | 


long-established customs and primitive and venerated prejudices. 
In the organism of government, as in that of the individual, there 
are troubles which no human power can relieve and evils which are 
beyond all sublunary remedies. In such cases it is better that we 
should 
Bear those ills we have, 
Than fly to others that we know not of. 


At the same time that we admire and revere the wisdom and sa 


na 


readily admit that, with thirteen sparsely settled colonies, extending 


ment, yet experience has shown and demonstrated the fact that as 
we have advanced in wealth, in commerce, in manufactures, and in 


| population, and extended our boundaries from the provinces to tl 


Gulf, and from Cape Cod to the golden shores of the Pacitic, as we 
have progressed in the arts, the sciences, in civilization, and in the 
principles of human rights and genuine republicanism, additions and 
amendments to our Constitution have been constantly demanded, to 


| meet the growing wants and needs of the people and the continually 
60 other citizens of Ravenna, and of James Falconer and 68 other | 


occurring exigencies of the Government. 

In the infancy of our Government we experienced few or none of 
the difficulties and very dimly foresaw the dangers which now alarm 
and terrify many of the intelligent and patriotic people of this coun- 
try who now believe that, with the growth and additions of nearly 


| a hundred years, has sprung up and ripened a gigantic and over- 


whelming evil, in the shape of executive power and ah which 
may, in the hands of bad men, become dangerous, and not only jeopar- 


| dize all honest administration of the National Government, but de- 


stroy the very life and existence of the Republic. They believe that 
the spirit of centralization is bold, audacious, and aggressive, and, 
unless restrained and controlled in some manner, will eventually 
undermine and overthrow this majestic fabric of civil liberty erected 
by our fathers, and establish an iron despotism upon its ruins. 

Whether there is, in fact, at the present time, any we Il-grounded 
reasons for this fear of centralization and what are the causes of this 
anxiety in the publie mind upon the subject, we need not now stop 
to inquire, while the fact remains patent that such a fear does exist 
and that a large majority of the people of this country are agreed 
that there should be some limit fixed to the presidential term, by con- 
stitutional amendment, and have only left it for us to determine, as 
best we may, what that limit shall be. 

While I am convinced that the fear of present danger, at least, is 
greatly exaggerated and magnified by corrupt men, mainly for pos 
igal effect, yet I cannot be blind to the stubborn facts of history, the 
prodigious increase of executive power and patronage during the past 
tifty years and the almost universal demand of the people, whic . 
comes up from every section of our country, that we should furnish 
them with the weapons with which they may defend themselves aud 
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their posterity from the calamitous consequences of this growing 
(1 ever-increasing evil. 

Mr. Speaker, it is because, while I fully realize the danger, I have 
not been frightened by newspaper sensations, the wild ravings of 
pesotted demagogues, nor the disgusting how] of dissembling im- 
osters, about total depravity and instant annihilation, that I am in 
we of the discussion and settlement of this vexed subject at the 
yresent time; at a time when men can approach it, if they ever can, 
dispassionately, in a spirit of fairness, stripped of all partisan and 
litical bias, and give it that cool, deliberate statesmanlike con- 
sideration which the people desire and the magnitude and import- 
ance of the subject demand. 

During the last year of President Grant’s administration the bold 
and persistent assertions of a portion of the public press in regard 
to the imminent dangers of a “third term” thoroughly aroused a 
large body of the people of this country. 

And while they did not then and probably do not now believe 
that the Republic is in danger of immediate destruction or that the 
Executive will at some fatal moment throw off an assumed disguise 
and proclaim himself dictator, still I am satisfied that the great mass 
of the people are in sober earnest about this matter, and, whether 
there is, in fact, danger or not in the immediate future, they hon- 
estly believe there may be, and they desire to be protected by a con- 
stitutional amendment against an evil which they fear may some day 
overwhelm and crush them. 

Sir, the demand for a proposition of this kind, to be submitted to 
the people for ratification or rejection, comes to us in a manner and 
under circumstances which render it not only impolitic but impossi- 
ble for us to ignore it. 

In the discussion and determination of this question we should 
endeavor to forget all political creeds and divest ourselves of all party 
feelings and prejudices, to raise ourselves up to the level and dig- 
nity of American statesmen, give the subject the careful candid con- 
sideration it deserves, and then propose to the people what shall seem 
tous the best remedy for the evil they fear, remembering at the same 
time that the consequences of a blunder or a mistake may be both 
dangerous and destructive. 

Thus far in our history no amendments to the Constitution have 
been adopted, except those which were required to cure some radical 
and admitted defect in the original instrument or to adapt it to the 
changes caused by the rapid increase of our population, the unpre- 
cedented growth and development of our country, the abolition of 
slavery, and the emancipation and enfranchisement of four millions 
of hondmen. What is now asked in the amendment before us is not 
only aremedy for an existing wrong, but also a guard and protection 
against an evil which may come upon us in the future. It is there- 
fore, in my judgment, a long stride in advance of any line of conduct 
heretofore pursued with reference to this subject and can only be justi- 
fied upon the ground that it will correct the wrong, meet the exi- 
gency, if it ever arises, and, if it does not, will work no injury to the 
people or the Government. 

Not having myself partaken to the full extent of the general alarm, 
not fully believing that we have been or are now in any danger of 
immediate destruction from “ third terms,” and reserving to myself 
the right of review in case any proposition of amendment shall be 
submitted to the people, I proceed to the discussion of this subject 
upon the supposition that two-thirds of the members of this House 
have already determined in their own minds to come together and 
agree, if possible, upon some proposition touching this subject. Ifa 
proposed amendment is to be submitted it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that it should receive the most serious consideration, in order 
that it may as far as possible be so worded and framed as to remedy 
every conceivable form of the evil, commend itself to the judgments 
and consciences of the people, and secure their suffrages for its adop- 
tion. It should be one which we honestly believe to be right and 
which will, without possible injury, subserve the best interests of the 
people and effect the object it is intended to reach. While many en- 
tertain very serious doubts as to whether any amendment limiting 
the number or extent of the presidential terms is necessary or 
whether it would, if adopted, tend to correct any of the evils feared 
or complained of, I am frank to say that for myself I am absolutely 
and unalterably opposed to “third terms,” and also that the proposi- 
tion I have submitted and the one prohibiting a “third term” are 
the only ones which I could at any time be induced to consider, or 
which could in any event command my approval or assent or, as I 
believe, the approval and assent of the requisite number in this House 
or of the people of this country. 

As far as I am concerned personally, if an amendment upon this 
subject is to be submitted, while I have a very decided choice between 
the two I should be willing, if it could be done, that both these propo- 
sitions should be submitted at the same time, so that the people might 
choose between them and settle this vexing and annoying question 
forever, 

_But that cannot be done, and we must decide which of the two, if 
either, we will stamp with our indorsement and approval and send 
forth for the consideration of the people. 

In considering questions which affect the dearest interests of the 
people, and the integrity and welfare of the Republic, not only a de- 
cent respect for the opinions and judgments of others, but the voice 
of wisdom and safety would dictate that we should go back to the 


an 





— ARR SS _ 


origin of our Government, and to those great principles which underlie 
the whole superstructure of our free institutions; that we should com- 
pare the reasons and arguments of our fathers upon this subject with 
the history of the Government under the Constitution they adopted, 
and in the full blaze of all these lights let sound convictions and an 
honest judgment direct us in the path of our duty. 


If we go back to the origin of this question, we shall find that in 


the convention which framed the Constitution one of the most difli- 
cult and important subjects considered was that relating tothe num 
ber, election, and term of office of the Executive or Chief Magistrate 
of the Republic. 


Upon no otber question did men so widely differ and none provoked 


so much contention and discussion. Some thought the executive 
power should be vested in three men,some preferred two, while others 
contended that a vigorous government could not be maintained if 
more than one man was clothed with executive authority. As to his 
term of service, it was claimed on the one hand that to render bim 
perfectly independent of all perverse and corrupting influences he 
ought to hold his office during good behavior. On the other, it was 


as stoutly contended that in orderto guard against tyranny and des- 
potism the election of a Chief Magistrate should occur every two or 
three years. A large number of men in the convention favored a term 
of six or seven yeurs and ineligibility forever thereafter; and this plan 
was several times settled upon in the convention, but on reconsider- 
ation was each time defeated by those who advocated a shorter term 
with no restrictions as to the number. A portion of the convention 
earnestly contended for an election by the people, others as strongly 
advocated an election by the Senate or in some other equally undemo- 
cratic manner. The final result was that after long months spent in 
consultation and discussion, without the least prospect of harmoniz 
ing upon any plan, the whole matter, as a last resort, was referred to 
a subcommittee, and by them, in a grand compromise, settled in the 
form in which it was adopted ; and the report of that subcommittee 
embraced, not only the election and term of office of the Executive, 
but the whole original text of the Constitution. 

The reasons given and the arguments urged in favor of the one 
and the other theory regarding the election and term of office of the 
President, in that convention, have come down to us in its published 
reports, a careful study of which will clearly demonstrate to any man, 
not only the wisdom and sagacity of our fathers, but also the utter 
fallacy of attempting to construct the temple of liberty with the rnb 
ish of ancient democracies or to build up and run republican America 
upon theories and precedents drawn from monarchical England or 
the empires of the continent. But however that may be, it cannot 
fail to be profitable, as well as instructive, for us to briefly review the 
grounds upon which the wise men of that day intrenched themselves 
upon either side of that great constitutional conflict. 

The plan of ashort term and unrestricted right of re-election found 
a bold, able, and fearless champion in Mr. Morris, of Pennsylvania, 
who, in a speech of great power, in the convention, in opposition to 
the theory of ineligibility, inquired what effect such a policy would 
be likely to have upon the man who occupied that high position, to 
set up a constitutional barrier against his right to a re-election. Ho 
declared that, in his opinion, it would in the first place destroy tho 
great incitement to merit, which was public esteem, by taking away 
the hope of Leing rewarded with a reappointment. He was afraid 
that it might give a dangerous turn to one of the strongest passions 
in the human breast. The love of fame is the great spring to noble 
and illustrious actions. Shut the civil road to glory and an ambitious 
man may feel compelled to seek it by the sword. 

In the second place, said Mr. Morris, it will tempt him to make the 
most of the short time alloted him to accumulate wealth and provide 
for his friends. 

Judge Story,in his Commentaries on the Constitution, comes in and 
sustains the position taken by Mr. Morris, and gives us the very essence 
and cream of all the arguments urged in the convention in favor of 
that plan. He says, It was urged by those who supported the plan 
of Mr. Morris that men would fee] much less zeal in the discharge of 
a duty when they were conscious that the advantage of the station 
with which it is connected must be relinquished at a determinate 
period than when they were permitted to entertain a hope of obtain- 
ing, by their merit, a continuance of it; that a desire of reward is one 
of the strongest incentives of human conduct; and the best security 
for the fidelity of mankind is to make interest coincide with duty. 
Even the love of fame, the ruling passion of the noblest minds, will 
scarcely prompt a man to undertake extensive and hazardous enter- 
prises, requiring time and courage to mature and perfect, if they may 
be taken from his management before their accomplishment or be 
liable to failure in the hands of his successor. The most under such 
circumstances which can be expected of the generality of mankind is 
the negative merit of not doing harm, instead of the positive merit_of 
doing good. sl 

It was also argued in the convention that such exclusion would be 
a temptation to sordid views, to peculation, to the corrupt gratitica- 
tion of favorites, and in some instances of usurpation. 

That a selfish or avaricious executive might under such cireum- 
stances be disposed to make the most he could for himself and his 
friends and partisans during his brief continuance in office, and to 

introduce a system of official patronage and emoluments at war with 
the public interests but well adapted to his own. If he were vain 
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and ambitious as well as avaricious and selfish the transient posses- 
sion of his honors would depress the foriner passions and give new 
impulses to the latter Hle would dread the loss of gain more than 
the loss of fame, since the power must drop from his hands too soon 
to insure any substantial addition to bis reputation. 

On the other hand it was urged his very ambition as well as his 


avarice might tempt him to usurpation, since the chance of impeach- 


mt would searcely be worthy of thought and the present power of 


serving friends might easily surround him with advocates for every 

‘ of authority which would flatter his vanity or administer to 
their necessities ; 

Another ill effect of the exclusion, it was claimed, would be to 
deprive the community of the advantage of the experience gained 
by ar ble Chief Magistrate in the exercise of his office; that expe- 
rience is the parent of wisdom, and it would seem almost absurd to 
say that it ought systematically to be excluded from the executive 
aol ( 


It would be equivalent to banishing merit from the public 
( nsels, because it had been tried. 

What could be more strange than to declare at the moment when 
wisdom was required that the 
ibled to use it for the very purposes for which it was acquired ? 
Again, such exclusion might result in banishing men from the sta- 
tion, in certain emergencies, in which their services might be emi- 
neptly useful and indeed almost indispensable for the safety of their 





‘ tr Phere is no nation, it was argued, which has not at some 
period or other in its history felt an absolute necessity of the services 
of particular men in particular stations, and perhaps it is not too 
much to say, as vital to the preservation of its political existence. 
In a time of war or other pressing calamity the very confidence of a 
nation in the tried ability 


insure a triumph. Would it be 


Wise, then, to substitute in such cases 
norance lor ¢ xper 


ience, and to set public opinion and confidence 
oat and change the well-planned and firmly-settled course of ad- 
ministration? Or, as Mr. Lincoln once so aptly expressed it, “ is it 

ife to swap horses when crossing a stream ?” 





learned man, one should suppo 
sess the right to change a bad m 


lar merit ota 
Sach, Mi 


that it would be suflicient to pos- 
agistrate, without making the singu- 
good one the very ground of excluding him from oflice. 


Speaker, were the arguments used and reasons given for 
rt terms with no limit to the number, 





opposite view, favoring a longer term and ineligibility, was 
‘ in the convention with equal force and power by Mr. Mason, 


nia, Who said he had for his primary object, for the polar star 
ott pot il conduct, ti 


| ate considerations. 


possessor of it should no longer be | 


| ered, and which does not embody the united products of ou 


and integrity of a single man may of itself | judgments and the honest convictions of our hearts. 


| of the committee and the House, so that upon a report from t 


In such case, said a | 


| Congress and elsewhere. 





he preservation of the rights of the people ; 
that he held it as an essential point, as the very palladium of civil 
liberty, that the great officers of state, and particularly the Execu- 
ti should at fixed periods return to that mass from which they 

it first taken, in order that they may feel and respect those 


Le } 





I s and interests which are again to be personally valuable to 
1 Ile therefore concluded in favor of a longer term and that a 
St d election ought to be absolutely prohibited. 
Other members of the convention argued upon the same side in 
rt of the six or seven years theory and that the President ought 
to be eligible after one term; that the return of public officers 
1 » the mass of the common px ople, where they would feel the tone 
which they had given to the administration of the laws, was the 
best se 


urity the public could have for their good behavior; that it 
would operate as a check upon the restlessness of ambition and at the 
same time promote the independence of the Executive. It would 
prevent him from a cringing subserviency to procure a re-election or 
to a resort to corrupt intrigues for the maintenance of his power. 
Andon the other hand that the re-eligibility of the Executive might 
furnish an inducement to foreign governments to interfere in our 
elections, Which would intlict upon us all the evils which had be- 
trayed and desolated dismembered Poland. 

At the close of that memorable discussion, in that convention, as I 
have already remarked, the views of those learned and patriotic men 
were so divergent that no union of sentiment could possibly be arrived 
at, and the whole matter was closed by a compromise, in which no 
one man’s views obtained, and no one man’s theories were adopted, 
but the cream and essence of the whole were crystallized into that 
noble and sublime charter under which we have lived and prospered 
for well-nigh a century. 

From 17"7 down to the present time the Republic has cut her bright 
pathway through the world’s history under the four years’ rule, with 
no limitation upon the number of terms except the custom established 
by Washington, which has always been sacredly regarded and ob- 


served by all who have succeeded him, and until now no serious at- 
ten:pt has been made to change it. 


During that time we have had seven double terms, commencing 
with Washington and ending with President Grant; and I think no 
one will deny that the administrations of the illustrious men who 
have been favored with a re-election illumine the brightest pages of 
our history, and that, in nearly every instance, their second terms 
have been as renowned and distinguished as their first. 

Mr. Speaker, we can now hardly conceive of the terrible conse- 
quences which would bave resulted to this courtry if a constitutional 
barrier had stood in the way of Mr. Madison's second election, or | 
what would have been the condition of the Republic to-day if we 
had been compelled to vachange President Linvoln for 4 new man in 
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1804; and if such contingencies are liable to again occur. the, 
thing which can save us, in my opinion, from untold disast: ; 
be the double term with no third re-election, or a six or sey, n 
term which shall allow time for the completion of any w rk 
may have been begun or the settling of any pohey which ma 
been inaugurated. 

One thing is certain, that in the light of the history of this ¢ 
it is demoustrated beyond denial that, notwithstanding the y) 
cies of wise men and the evil forebodings of our enemies, our pre 
ent system, barring some ugly abuses which have grown up wit}; | 
erence to the subject of patronage, has been a grand and gor), 
success during the nearly one hundred years of our auspic 
wonderful history. The adoption, therefore, of the propositic 
introduced would work a vital change in our Constitution and 
legal machinery of the Government. 

Such a proposition involves the gravest possible quest 
instead of being done hastily invokes the most careful 


ous 


' 
Ai 


i 
ba 


and 


Ll am aware, sir, that Congress can only propose to the peop! 
several States an amendment to the Constitution, and that t 
ultimately to ratify or reject lies with them; but this does not 
least, in my opinion, diminish our responsibility or relieve 1 
great and solemn duty in originating and framing the propo 
be submitted. The sanction and approval of two-thirds of the 1 
bers of this House ought to, and no doubt would, have a wide 
powerful influence upon the people in the decision of the quest 
presented to them, and no proposition should be launched with t 
approval and sanciion which has not been duly and candidly « 


Now, Mr. Speaker, after some time and attention devoted t 
subject 1 was led to introduce this proposition for the conside1 
del \ 
mittee I might test the sense of the House upon this question 
change is to be made I greatly prefer this or the “third-term” pr 
hibition, to which I have before alluded, to any other which has 
been submitted. 
I have referred to the arguments and reasons pro and con wy 
important subject as I have gathered them from the discus: 





I do not stand here to argue that there is any immediate danger 
or that any change is imperatively demanded by the exigencies 
the case at the present time, but at the same time I cannot shut 1 
eyes to the fact that it is under our present system of unlimited « 
tions that executive power and patronage have assumed such \ 
and gigantic proportions, leading inevitably to corruption and 
honesty in all the Departments of the Government, and that 
sequence of this the people have become alarmed and are not 
demanding a higher standard of moral character and a mor 
accountability on the part of their public servants, but many of them 
are deeply anxious that a constitutional barrier shall be set to 
guard them and their children from any further inundation of evil 
from the same source. 


But, Mr. Speaker, this, in my opinion, is not all; and the question 
comes up whether, if we submit one of the propositions I have named 
to the people, and it is by them ratified and adopted, it will fu 
reach the evil of which the people complain and save them from the 
effects of the growth of a system they have reason to so mucl 
and dread ? 

A public sentiment has grown up in this country within a few 
years, and not without cause, resulting in a belief that the vast 
crease of patronage in the hands of the Executive will eventua 
unless checked, undermine the liberties of the people, destroy our 
republican Government, and rear upon its ruins a despotism more 
hateful and crushing than any before known in the world’s histor) 

During the administration of Andrew Jackson one of the great po- 
litical parties in this country promulgated the doctrine that “ to the 
victors belong the spoils,” and since that time it has been practically 
adopted and carried into effect by both parties. In every presiden- 
tial campaign for the last sixteen years both political parties have 
solemnly pledged themselves in national conventions to some sort of 
a system of civil-service reform. And notwithstanding this dangerous 
and corrupting system has been all the time in successful operation 
both of those parties have always held up their hands in holy horror 
and repudiated it in the strongest terms. These laudable and innocent 
pledges have sparkled each year with new brilliancy and infused a 
spirit of hope and confidence, as well as respectability, into each sue- 
cessive campaign. Orators and newspapers have set forth in glowing 
terms the beauties and millennial glories of the promised refor 
while the people have waited with anxiety and hope for the first faint 
glimpse of the political messiah. But they have waited and watched 
in vain. All those solemn pledges and fair promises, which were 








| intended merely to deceive the people and catch votes, stood at the 


beginning of Mr. Hayes’s administration unfulfilled and unredeem d. 
While these pledges have been repeated and the praises of civil-sery 
ice reform have been re-echoed from one campaign to another, the evil 
has continued to grow and expand until the people became alarmed 
at its hideous proportions and gigantic power, and demanded that at 
least an honest attempt should be made to correct the evil and re-es- 
tablish a faithful ang ectonumica) administration of the Government. 
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It is true that daring the last few years some faint and feeble efforts 
-ve been made in the direction of reform, but the men engaged in it 


+ oveeither had no heart in the work or have been driven from their 


i 











nosition by a set of political gamblers whose official lives depended 
non the power of patronage and the spoils of office. Under the guar- 
dian care of these men the cause of civil-service reform is fast becom- 
ing a by-word and a reproach ; but any man who would at any time 
have undertaken, or who would now undertake, the work in good 
faith and with an honest purpose would have had and would receive 
now the aid and sympathy of the best men in this country, for the 
»ople have always been in favor of it, and whenever they have 
; tiered their voice upon the subject have demanded it ; but corrupt 
men and demagogues, who seek theirown ends at the expense of honor 
and justice, have always been able to defeat it. 

Thus we have drifted along from bad to worse, amid hope and de 
spair, until the present time. I am aware that it is a great work and 
ove Which no timid or cowardly man would ever dare to undertake. 


It is a great evil which is to be rooted out, a great wrong which is 
to be righted. It is strongly intrenched behind age and prejudice, 
nd wealth and corruption, and personal interest and political ambi 


a 
tion. 

It is bold, defiant, shameless, and arrogant. The man who wages | 
war with it must have courage, will, judgment, discretion, and a 


lofty sense of honor, justice, and public virtue. 

He must be a man who has neither love nor fear for cliques, rings, 
or corrupt political combinations, and W ho dares to do right regard 
less of the consequences to men or parties. 

He must be a man who has no questionable ambitious designs of 
his own, Who does not seek his own or his party’s good at the expense 
of his country’s honor and prosperity, but who is devoted, soul and 
body, to the service of the Republic and the welfare of the people. 


One great trouble in regard tothis matter has been that while men | 


generally agree in the object to be accomplished and its absolute 
necessity they are very wide apart gs to the manner in which and as 
to the means by which it is to be consummated and the extent to 
which it should be carried. 

Some gentlemen talk as though civil-service reform would have 
it its force and accomplished its mission when a few thousand 
employésin the Government Departments in Washington arearrainged 
and disposed of. 

In my judgment this is a small part of the work, and of very little 
consequence as compared with that to be performed in other branches 
of the public service. This is not the way in which votes are bought 
and political services in campaigns paid for, ‘The men and women 
who receive appointments in these Departments are not generally in 
a situation to render political services to any one, and their friends, if 
they have any, are usually in the same condition. There is not the 
least danger that any one will become corrupted by anything they 
may receive for procuring the appointment of persons to any of the 
Government bureaus in Washington. 





In my judgment the only civil service required in these Departments 


is to keep a set of men in charge of them who have common sense and 


business capacity sufficient to manage a factory, a machine-shop, or 
No man is fit to hold the position who cannot on bis 


a marble-mill. 
own account and in his own Department inaugurate and establish a 
system of civil service rules which shall give eiliciency and stability 
tothe service. Let every Department of the Government be managed 
as acapable and prudent man would ran his own business—employ 


none but the best help; pay them a fair price for their labor; keep 
them no longer than they are profitable ; and when vacancies occur 
lill them from those below who shall show themselves able and worthy 
to fill the position ; hire no more than can be profitably employed, 
and let the new ones enter at the bottom and be promoted as they 
may deserve; employ no man or woman and discharge none at the 
solicitation of any man high or low, but let every one stand upon his 


or her own merits. 


If such rules were established and strictly observed, and everybody 
understood it and believed it, there would be no more trouble in 
managing the help in these Departments than there is in running a 


factory or a railroad. 


But the trouble comes in adopting a set of rules which are wise 


and good in theory but which in practice are neglected or entirely 
ignored. Men soou lose confidence in a system which recognizes one 
rule for one man and another rule for another. 


tive whose displeasure he fears or who it is deemed necessary to concil 
late. Or when he gives out to the country that he is reducing the 
help in his Department, when in fact the poor who are without politi 
cal influence are discharged to make room for those who come wit! 
# political pressure which he has not the moral courage to resist. 


Such conduct on the part of those who are invested with this 
power of appointment and removal brings reproach upon the cause 


and disgusts those who are honestly laboring for its success. 
here would seem to be no more difficulty in managing the cus 


Civil-service rules 
are brought into contempt when the head of a Department makes 
proclamation to the world that no man or woman is to be discharged 
trom office except for cause, and then in violation of that declaration 
discharges scores of poor men and women only to make room for 
some particular friend of his own or of some Senator or Representa- 


tom-houses and navy-yards in the country than in controlling the 
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| Departments at Washington 





honest and efficient 







a men at the 
| head of them whose only obligation is to do their duty, and who shall 
be free from executive and congressioual iniluence, and the business 
| of the Government will be economically and profitably conducted, 

none but worthy and industrious people will be employed, and no 





more of them than the necessities and demands of the service require. 
And in addition to this a rule never to be departed from in any of the 
Departments of the Government should be that other things being 
equal the preference should always be given to the soldier of the 
Union and to his widow and orphans. And, sir, in this, 1 feel 
contident that as long as the republican party is in power in this coun- 
try good, honest, capable, and efficient men who belong to that party 
can be found in every State in the Union to fill every position under 
the Government. The danger to the Republic arising from the in- 
creasing and corrupting power of Federal patronage does not, in 
my judgment, lie in the Departments I have named, but in the power 
of appointment and removal of the multitude of men engaged in the 
collection of the revenue, the disbursement of the public money, in the 
Department of Justice and in the post-offices. Heretofore it has been 
the practice to appoint and remove these officials on the recommend- 
ation or suggestion of the member of Congress from the district where 
the office was located. 

In this respect, Mr. Speaker, I am glad to say that there are en- 
couraging signsof reform. All that is requ is 
the adoption of some permanent system which shall remove these 
officials as far as possible from all executive and congressional intlu 


more th 


l 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ired, as it seems to me, 






ence and control and lodge the power of their appointment and re- 
moval where it can feel the weight and intluence of the pe« ‘s 
will. I believe that all officers of the Government should as far as 






practicable be clected at stated times by the people where they exer 
cise the functions of their office and who know their character and 
| efficiency, and where this cannot be done they should owe their ap 


pointment to their own merit and capacity as is the case in my State 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 









without exception so far as I am informed. 

If men in official positions perform their duties faithfully there can 
be no desire or purpose on the part of any oflicer of the Government 
to restrict their rights as citizens or to deprive them of the privileges 
which appertain to every member of society. And having estab 
lished a character for honesty and integrity in the public service, if 
they exert an influence moral or political in the community in which 
they live which is disproportionate to their numbers, there need be 
no fears, because springing from such a source it will be both legiti- 
mate and saving. 

There can be no doubt that the practice of allowing members of 
Congress and others to dictate appointments and removals of public 
oflicers has led to great abuses, and fair-minded men lave always 
condemned it. 

So well settled was this conviction in the public mind that the 
republican party was compelled at their national convention at Cin- 
cinnati in 1876 to place upon record their condemnation of it and a 
pledge to reform it in the following plain and forcible language, 
which I commend to President Hayes and every member of the party : 


















































5. Under the Constitution the President and heads of Departments are to make 
nominations for office. the Senate is to advise and consent to appointments, and 
the House of Representatives is to accuse and prosecute faithless officers. The 
best interest of the public service demands that these distinctions respects 
that Senators and Representatives who may be judges and accusers should not « 
tate appointments to office rl variable rule in appointments should have 
reference to the honesty, fidelity, and capacity of the appointees, giving to the 
party in power those places where harmony and vigor of administration require 
its policy to be represented, but permitting all others to be filled by pr 4 
selected with sole reference to the efliciency of the public service and the right of 


the country 


all citizens to share in the honor of rendering taithful service t ’ 

This declaration by the chosen representatives of the republic: 
party from every State and congressional district in the Union 
immediately followed by Mr. Hayes’s letter of acceptance, in which 
he said: 








Wa 








The tifth resolution adopted by the convention is of paramount interest. More 
than forty years ago a system of making appointments to offi grew up based 
upon the maxim ‘to the victers belong t spoils he old rule, the true rule, 
that honesty, capacity, and fidelity constitute the only real qualification for office, 
aud that there is no other claim, gave place to the idea that party services were to 
be chietly considered. All parties in practice have adopted this system. It has 
been essentially modified since its first oduetion It has not, however, been 
improved. At first the President, either directly or throngh the heads of Depart 
ment, made all the appointments; but gradually the appointing power, in many 








cases, passed into the control of members of Congress. The oflices in these cases 
have become not merely rewards for party services, but rewards for servi-es to 
party leaders. This system destroys the iz lepartments 
of the Government. It tends directly to extravagance ” 


dependence of the separate « 





md otlicial i 











It is a temptation to dishonesty; it hinders and impairs that careful n 
and strict accountability by which alone faithful and efficient public servic n 
be secured; it obstructs the prompt removal and sure punishment of the ur y 
in every way it degrades the civil service and the character of the Gover ent. 
It is felt. I am contident, by a large majority of the members of Congress to |! n 
~ | intolerable burden and an unwarrantable hinderance to the proper discharge of 
> | their legitimate duties. It ought to be abolished. he reform should be thorough, 
- | radical, and complete. We sbould return to the principles and practice of the 
, | founders of the Government, s ipplying by legislation when needed that which 
was formerly the established custom. They neither expected nor desired from the 
public officers any partisan service. They meant that public oflicers should give 
their whole service to the Government and to the people. They meant that the 
officer should be secure in his tenure as long as h j nal character remained 
untarnished avd the performance of | ities satisfa If elected, I all 
conduct the administration of the Government upon t principles, and all con- 
" | stitutional powers vested in the Executive will be « loyed to establish this re- 


' form. 
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| this was added the solemn declaration and pledge when | to a strict account for their acts anda faithful discharge of the ; 
sinauyul 1) address: of their several offices. er 


ion of the public to the paramount necessity of reform in our civil | The evidence of the ev il effects of this naturally corrupting 
y as to certain abuses and practices of so-called official need not be repeated; it is before our eyes and needs no con 
Ave to have the sanction of usage ir everal Depart- | argument to enforce the lesson it teaches or spur us on to sty 


vernment, but a change in the system of appointment itself ; a re- | efforts for its immediate and utter extinction. 


| be thorough, radical, and complete; a retarn to the principles and 


S . ‘ « « Mave § (rere . * « A Lliava . 
the founders of the Government. They neither expected nor desired | ,. 54 ha plan as I have sugge sted would at once relieve the Ex 
licers any partisan service They meant that public officers should tive from the terrible pressure of oftice-seekers, clear the s« veral | 


e~ 
© service to Lit 


{ 
1 be secur hist 


jovernmwent and tothe people. They meant thatthe | partments of the Government of the hangers-on for place, give t] 
enure as long as his personal character remained un- | jy charge an opportunity to attend to their legitimate dutic lt} 
nd the performance of his duties satisfactory hey held that appoint ffices with bess. vetent and honest mer move } aoe dutic 8, Hil the 
flice were not to be made nor expected merely as rewards for partisan | O4UCES ™ a COmpon - ae en, remove this prolific source of 

merely on the nomination of mewbers of Congress, as being entitled | Corruption, and prove a perfect millennium to members of both Houses 
pect to the control of sach appointments of Congress. 


th at bot tl ; great politic al om steed oon. whey ! apo the — Under the present system, in addition to the demoralizing influenes 
Pee calilioene ask olemaioaar ae Mg maton wont igs ed iden. | exerted upon every branch and Department of the Government sery. 
specific import with those I Lave Lere emp! l, must be accepted as | ice, the President and every head of a bureau are literally bored 

yument in behalf of these measures It must regarded as the | death, while it is absolutely impossible for members of Congress f; 

itical parties aro virtually pledged to give it their unreserved support some of the large States to answer the calls made upon them for » 

esident of the United States of necessity owes hia election to otlice to the | HONS and devote any considerable portion of their time to the ir leg 
party the members of which cherish with | imate and important duties. With a small number of States 

d as of essential importance, the principles of their party organ only ten or fifteen millions of people it was modest and endura)) 

e should strive to be always mindful of the fact that he serves his party but with thirty eight States, ten vast Territories, and forty-tive mi 


» serves the country best Mil 


berance of the relorm we seek, and in other inyportant respects a change of ions of people, it has become brazen and audacious, and is abso! 


1088 


to 


of the united voice and will of the whole country upon this su ject, and 


d zealous labors of a political 
Lute 
} 


tance, | recommend an amendment to the Constitution preseribimg a intolerable. 
« years for the presidential office and forbidding a re-clection 


y 


But, Mr. Speaker, the reasons and arguments I have urged for 
Mr. Speaker, whatever others may do or say there can be no room thorough and honest reform in the civil serv ice of the Gov rnment, 
for doubt that the present Administration and the republican party weighty and conclusive as they are, pale into insignificance when 
are bound by all these pledges and obligations to make an honest and compared with those which demand it on the ground of the degrad- 
desperate effort to reform wherever it can be done the civil service of | "8 and corrupting influences which the present system necessarily 
the Government and remove the evils under which we are now suf- | ¢ogenders and the dangers which seem to threaten us if it is allowed 
fering In order to do this it is not necessary, Ih my judgment, that to continue. $ . , 7 
the appointing power should ignore the opinions and recommenda- Whether this vast patronage is wielded by the President, the heads 
tions of any respectable citizen or to refuse information as to the of the Departments, or by members of Congress makes no difference 
character of an applicant for office from members of Congress even, | with the result ; and, without the slightest imputation upon any man 
but the point is that men should not be appointed to oflice or removed | °T setof men, I am compelled to say that it 18 equally corrupting and 
simply because some man may desire it, no matter who that man dangerous to the welfare of the Republic and the liberties of the 
may be. ; people, and that every honorable man and honest patriot ought to 
lhe great complaint has been not only that public officers received | JO™ heartily in any plan of genuine reform which offers a reasonable 
their appointment through tbe influence of members of Congress, but | Prospect of success. ; 
also that these oflicers have been in the habit of reciprocating such | | Thoroughly convinced as I am of the magnitude of the evil and 


f 
favors by manipulating and controlling caucuses and conventions in | the importance of a speedy cure, I will gladly join hands and heartily 
; } a 


' 


the interest of those who secured their appointment. | unite with any man in any and all reasonable and practical measures 
rhis, of course, has necessarily given occasion for suspicions of which shall cure or mitigate this terrible malady. or 
political trading and corrupt bargaining, which no doubt in many lor these reasons, among a multitude of others, I am willing. if 
cases have been well founded, has tended to destroy the influence of | thought best, to vote to submit either one of the propositions of 
legislators, impaired the efficiency of the service, and brought dis- | amendment to which I have referred, not because I believe either 
credit upon the Government. will effect a radical and absolute cure, but because I believe it to be 

The desire and purpose of PresidenéJIayes and his Cabinet seems | 2 Step in the right direction, which I trust will be followed up | 
to be to relieve Inembers of Congress and others from all participa- others, which I have only had time to hint at, placing a large sl 
tion in the appointment and removal of public officers, unless spe- | of this vast power of patronage in the hands of the people, where it 
cially called upon for their opinions, and to purify and strengthen the belongs and where it would be safe,and which would eventually 
civil service through which the Government is administered by rais- work a complete reformation and make it possible to have upright 
ing it above the dirty slough of party polities and placing it where it and faithful public servants and a more eflicient and honest adiuin 
will be conducted on business principles and inspired and controlled | tration of the affairs of the Government. 
by high and patriotic influences. 

A fair and reasonable compliance with such arule by every public a eae : ea 
oflicial will deprive no aed his rights or of his proper political in- Mr. CHIT TENDEN. _Mr. Speaker, it is said that all Srgemens 
fluence in the community, will in no manner weaken or impair the | %S#ust the silver delusion is in vain. I speak as believing truth to 
efliciency of a proper party organization, but on the other hand will be eternal. I oppose the Bland bill, because a clipped dollar is nota 
inspire the service with new life and insure to the Government a | good dollar; because the proceedings and arguments most influential 
class of honest and faithful public servants. | in promoting its success have been illusive and discreditable ; by cause 

Not only this, but as a question of party policy it is wise that we it 1s an extravagant gift to the producers of gold and silver bullion ; 
follow this coarse. fot F . because it is cruel mockery of the suffering people; because it re- 

We need to comprehend that to cecare honest, economies], and efficient adminis. | morselessly denies the aggressive and enlightened commerce of our 
tration day by day and vear by vear is not only one of the hizhest achievements of | COUNtry an international currency ; because it is revolutionary and 
tatesmansbip, since it involves a nation’s destiny, but that it 1s one of the most | Wholly impracticable as a standard currency. 
iccessful acts of party management, since among an enlightened peuple itis most The clipped dollar reverses the traditions and maxims of all hon- 

ire to gain for a party both Lonor and power orable commerce, antagonizes the underlying principles of all ou 

But, Mr. Speaker, I have already spoken munch longer than I in- | antecedent legislation, ard defies laws stronger than any legislation. 
tended to, and I will tax the patience of the House but amoment| If my points are truthfully made, we are on the edge of a fresh 
more. national calumity, which, unaverted, will involve our national integ- 

This whole subject has been wisely referred to a committee com- | rity! 
posed of gentlemen of this House in whom we have the fullest con- A mass meeting was held in the prond city of Chicago on the 13th 
tidence, and to them we look for the recommendation of such measures | day of December last, of national and international importance. 
as shall reform and purify the public service and remedy the evils I will read some of the head-lines or indices of an elaborate report 
of which I have spoken. of that meeting, as emblazoned on the following day in the Chicago 

The adoption of the amendment I propose might, and I believe | Tribune, which I believe claims to be the most influential republican 
would, tend strongly to check and mitigate the evils of our present | newspaper west of New York: 
system, but would never in my opinion completely eradicate themand 


; The Silver Dollar. 
eflect a permanent cure. This can only be done by striking at the root neni int ails Micon Atha este in Cian 
of the whole matter, and not by lopping off the branches. e 


=a } : ; Five Thousand Business Men Insist upon it in Mass-Meeting Assembled 

rhe trne remedy, in my judgment, would be to provide by consti- : . : : 

: ‘ : : : Silver Abolished through Concealment, Deception, and Fraud 

tntional amendment and by law for the election by the people at fete ine : . > 

; ; a : _ . aie ’ / | The Gilded Shylocks Denounced for their Insatiable Greed and Rapacity 
stated periods of a large class of Federal officers and a thorough and | insiccdh aeeeainiaeaicmnalh Misguided by I » Constitutions’ Advisers 
permanent system of rules for the civil service. — ee eee a. ae eee ee : . 

The President now has the appointment, directly or indirectly, of Speeches by Judges Lawrence, Booth, and Miller, William Bross, and others 
seventy or eighty thousand officials scattered over the whole country, 
with most of whom he should have nothing in the world to do, ex- | 
cept, perhaps, to issue their commissions when elected and hold them 


REMONETIZATION OF THE SILVER DOLLAR. 


- 


Here, Mr. Speaker, we have an indictment broadly supported by 
the resolutions and speeches of the occasion which, taken togt ther, 
are unequaled for bold and fierce denunciations of respectable meu 


Peeler abet eee dors 
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oa - . . . . . | 
py the proceedings of any previous mass-meeting in American his- | » 
. rv which has come under my observation. a" 


- ] propose to deal with the several specifications seriatim, and, first, | . 


redeemable in coin of gold or silver, is a flagrant attem 
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ancing the value of gold, and thus increasing the value of Government bonds ! 
making them payable gold onlv, when by the plain terms of the la € 

pt to enrich the 
rs beyond the terms of their contract at the expense of an already overburdened 







THE SILVER DOLLAR. | people 


No one intelligently objects to that. The honest silver dollar of | ; 
the Constitution can do no harm. It can never be convenient or cur- | « 
rent in active and large commercial transactions, until the leading 
yatious of Europe concur with us in the establishment of bimetallism ; 
put within certain limitations, controlled by natural laws, it is wholly 
unobjec tionable and will always be worth as much as an honest gold 
ioiar. What, then, is the disturbing question? Stripped of all dis- | ‘ 
ise it is simply this: Shall the Government of the United States 


t 


t 





legal 


Kesolved, That we urge upon our Senators and Representatives in Congress tho 
mmediate remonetization of silver, and that coinage be free and unlimited as that 
f gold, and of the standard value of the dollar of our fathers 

Resolved, That we look with profound alarm upon the efforts of European capi 
alists who own most of the bonds of the Governmentand corporations in Europe 
2nd America, to so control their payment in gold, only thereby etfecting a revolu- 
ion to their own profit and the destruction of a large part of all other property 

Resolved, That we dewand of Congress the immediate and unconditional repeal 
of the so-called resumption act. 


Mr. CHITTENDEN. It iseverywhere known, Mr. Speaker, that in 


ize and issue clipped coin? That is all there is left worth talking | the supreme court of intelligent public opinion hard words are always 


about of the silver dolar. In other times the venders on base coin | held to be the natural and necessary allies of error, and that such 
have been hunted to their dens, and, when captured, hurried to prison | words rarely help a just cause. 1 invoke a judicial and stern appli- 
and dressed in striped cloth. Now, honest men with whom we have | cation of the rule in this case. Whatever may be the immediate issue 


commercial relations throughout the civilized world hold their breath | , 


f this discussion, the importance of the subject enforces my appeal. 


and stand aghast, pending a proposition seriously entertained by the | we are rapidly making history of prodigious import. 


Congress of the United States that ninety cents’ worth of silver (more | 


It is no part of my work to characterize the mischievous utterances 


or Jess) Shall every where under our jurisdiction be legal tender for an | of the Chicago and Bloomington meetings, which have given such 


honest gold dollar. 


; : . : ; remarkable power and sweep to the public opinion of the West. My 
Mr. Speaker, I ask in all seriousness if any currency legislation can | ofijce is to set the truth avai 


ainst them, so that no public man in this 





be more discreditable than that proposition ? If Congress may do that, | eguntry who bas a good name to keep will venture carelessly to in- 


has it not equal authority for enacting that two cents’ worth of steel 
or copper shall be equal to a gold dollar ? 

The Constitution of the United States invests Congress with power— 
To con money, regulate the value thereof and of foreign coin, and fix the stand- 
ard of weights and measures. 

[his language is not ambiguous, It clearly implies and requires 
an intrinsic standard of value. If you coin various metals as unlim- 
ited legal tender, you must “ regulate” or fix ‘ the value thereof” by 
ope standard, A dollar, whether of silver or gold, must be as near as 
possible of equal intrinsic value, for precisely the same reason that a 
bushel measure, Whether of wood or brass, must hold the same num- 
ber of grains of wheat. 

Js there one clear-headed producer of wheat in all the West who 
will deny my proposition? Is there a farmer in the State of Ohio or 
any other State who will say that three and one-half pecks are an 
houest bushel? Will you buy sugar, tea, coffee, or nails, ten ounces 
fora pound? How, then, shall the Congress of the United States say 
that ninety cents are an honest dollar? If I have not given the true 
interpretation of the language of the Constitution on the subject of 
coining money it is as loose as a school-boy jargon and only worthy 
of equal respect. Any other reading of it retlects upon the common 
sense and common honesty of its authors. 

Fortunately, we are left in no doubt as to the true meaning attached 
to the words I have quoted by the framers of the Constitution. Sev- 
eral attempts have been made by Congress from time to time to “reg- 
ulate” the gold and silver coinage, but this is the first time that it 
has been seriously proposed to debase either. “The (so-called) infa- 
mous act of demonetization of 1573” itself clinches our argument. 

The silver dollar of 4124 grains was demonetized in 1873, not because 
it was worth less but because it was worth three and one-half cents 
more than the gold dollar. The gold dollar had long been the legal 
unit and measure of value, and in practice the only one. The silver 
dollar, with a higher bullion value, had ceased to circulate. It was 
plainly the duty of Congress to “regulate” again the value of its 
coin. It had either to diminish the value of the silver dollar or en- 
hance the bullion value of the gold dollar, or to demonetize one or the 
other. 

The total silver coinage for four years, from 1870 to 1873 inclusive, 
amounted to but $9,698,788.30. The gold coinage for the same four 
years amounted to $99,503,620. More than ten for ove! Such were 
the facts bearing upon the question at the time. 

It will be observed from these figures that to have demonetized 
gold would have been monstrous. 

As the silver dollar had for a long time ceased to circulate and as 
there were no signs of the approaching depreciation in its bullion 





Value, it is simply absurd to question the good faith of Congress in | 


the act of demonetization. There is not a shadow of reason for it. 
On the contrary it is safe to say that if the same state of facts existed 
to-day this Congress would repeat the act. And yet the Chicago 
meeting of five thousand, Judge Lawrence presiding and speaking, 
declared, on the 13th of December last, “silver abolished through 
concealment, deception, and fraud.” 

On the same duy of December the venerable Thurlow Weed, of 
New York, published a letter in the New York Tribune, (Horace 
Greeley’s paper,) in which he (Weed) repeated five times in the space 
of half a column that the 412}-grain silver dollar was “surrepti- 
tiously,” “secretly,” “fraudulently,” “stealthily” demonetized. 

Later, and more impressive on account of its associations, a mass- 
lieeting was held at Bloomington, Illinois, on or about the 2d of Jan- 
uary, which passed resolutions which I ask the Clerk to read. 

rhe Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That to destroy one-half of the money resources of the country by the 
demonetization of silver is a reckless disregard of the general welfare. To do this 


when forced resumption is in immediate prospect is an unparalleled outrage, men- 
acing disaster and ruin to the general business of the country, and to have carried 


dorse or repeat, here or elsewhere, such calumnies. 


It is an interesting chronological fact, as illustrating the existing 


| confusion and contempt for truth in the public mind and the force of 


lies persisted in, that two days prior to the great meeting at Chi- 
cago and the coincident publication of the Weed letter, that Mr. 
HENRY L. Dawes, of Massachusetts, and for eighteen consecutive 
years ending on the 4th of March, 1874, a member and leader of this 
House, gave to the public from his place in the Senate of the United 
States an exhuustive statement of the proceedings in Congress which 
ended in demonetizing the 4124-grain dollar. 

I ask the Clerk to read from the ReEcorb of December 12, 1577, the 
substance of his testimony. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The bill that demonetized the silver dollar was drawn in the Treasury Depart 
ment in 1570. It did not become a law till 1873. It was reported in this braneh in 
the winter of 1870 from the Finance Committee, and in the very first report and in 
the very first print of the bill the old silver dollar was demonetized and redue. d 
toa subsidiary coin containing only 3x4 grains. It was in pursuance of a report 
from the Comptroller of the Currency in which he recommended precisely that 
same thing in print. It went through various stages in that Congress, and in every 
stage it was reprinted, and in every reprint of it was contained the provision de 
monetizing the silver dollar. It did not become a law during that Congress. It 
was reported in the next Congress, containing that very same provision demon 
tizing or reducing to a subsidiary coin the old silver dollar of 412) grains; and 
when it passed this branch and went to the other Llouse it was reprinted again. In 
all it was reprinted twelve times, and I submit to the Senatorfrom Kentucky that 
in every one of those twelve en that bill the old do lar that had been there 
tofore coined was demonetized and extinguished. ‘The Comptroller of the Cur 
rency in his second report _— the subject called attention to the fact and gave 
the reason. When the bill was reported in the other branch for consideration 
there it was first introduced by a distinguished member from Pennsylvania 
Upon that occasion that member called the attention of the House to the tact that 
it demonetized the silver dollar. It went to the proper committee in the louse 
and was in due time reported and reprinted, and in that reprint was contained the 
provision that extinguished this dollar. 


Mr. CHITTENDEN. And now, to bury forever from the presence 
and utterance of fair minded men the calumnies of the Chicago and 
Bloomington meetings in respect to the demonetization of the famous 
silver dollar, I need only add that Mr. Thurlow Weed discovered anid 
publicly confessed his error two or three days after the publication of 
his letter; and whoever wants additional evidence will tind by con 
sulting the proceedings of Congress from 1870 to 1573 that Mr. KeLiry, 
of Pennsylvania, and other distinguished men of the House contirm 
beyond dispute the clear statement of Mr. Dawes. There were other 
utterances at the Chicago and Bloomington meetings which require 
attention: 

THE GILDED SHYLOCKS DENOUNCED FOR THEIR INSATIABLE GREED AND RAPACITY. 

Who are the Shylocks so denounced? I beg the gentlemen who 
have the honor to represent the city of Chicago on this floor to listen 
while I identify them. I know whereof I speak. 1 have them here. 
I hold in my hand the roll of these rapacious rascals! They are, 
name after name, the active bankers and business men, at home and 
abroad, who through the Chamber of Commerce of New York gave 
Chicago outright a round million of dollars in the hour of her deso- 
lation; the very same men who have subsequently loaned Chicago 
scores and scores of other millions, which have been hopelessly squan- 
dered and lost in Quixotic ventures! 

Mr. Speaker, | stop here to comment for a moment upon an occur- 
rence which took place in this House yesterday. The New York 
Chamber of Commerce, on whose behalf a respectful request was 
made by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, [ Mr. 
Woop, ] was refused the privilege of having its petition or its memo- 
rial upon this subject of the currency printed in the Recorb. [| 
desire to say of the New York Chamber of Commerce that it was 
approaching its centennial anniversary when the young gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Boyp,] who refused to allow its memorial to go 
|} upon the RecorD, was born. Little does the gentleman seem to 
| know of the history of that respectable society. The New York 





this measure by stealth was a swindle upon the people, which calls forth our severest 
condemnation 
diesolved, That the purpose of annibilating silver as money, and thereby en- 


| Chamber of Commerce is not a political institution. It was one of 
| the most efficient helps of the country in the earliest annals of our 
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revo] ry period. From that day to this its leading men have | Zeldo & Co., Havara, throngh Moses Taylor & Co., New York... 
been foremost in every patriotic, enterprising, and honest work for | J. & P. (oats of Paisley Scotland, from subscribers in Johnston a 
the advancement and development of the magnificent resources of | to the fund for the benefit of sufferers by the prairie fires 
1D } E it apni Ire’ | ohn & Hugh Auchincloss, New York, £200 at 10 per cent 

this country Its history is absolutely unimpeachable. I am sorry | i oa at 104 , hive noe Unie netavies 1 . 
for the inexperience and for the unwisdom of any member of this | Kunkelmann & Bro., successors to H ee & Co., Rheims, France . 
Cs ress, from the State of Illinois or from any other State, who, in ne an ee eee oreees 1 
view of the history of that institution, will stand up here and object | 4 c . —_ my = taped vues _ yy telegram 1 to Pastor, Walkinshaw 
to having printed int e RECORD its petition, its memorial, in respect- Contributions received by J. & W. Selig gman, New York, from the Fx 

t presenting to Congress and the country the practical ques- | change, Amsterdam, $565; same from Frankfort, §300 ; total e405, 

us involved in this controversy. : marys fa try $941.77. March 28, 1572, on account of Frank 

. or v.th, pola, é dh Te e Ssilv 6 

Phe roll includes subset ptions from trust and life-insurance com- _ mn of Dunte eee eee P Donald & Co Sie gla : 
} es and other corporate custodians of poor men’s money invested | Ellis & Co. and ‘lat & Co., of Amoy, China, through Charles W_ Ty 

Government bonds; but of the $675,000 credited to New York, a 0 nited States consul, and Elliott F. Shepard, New York, 

nel r £70,000 \ T a t » bull ao O° | OO, molel, Bt 11g... 22.2. 22 nee eee e neeeeee 
( mg 0x Oby Ms A. s : tewart, the balk was given by active | Bright & Co.. of England. through S B. Chittenden & Co. New York 
lit wen intimately connected with the commerce of our coun | Bar oness de Courval, of Paris through the New York Life Insurance: 
t vho now clamer with uncommon earnestness and unanimity for | and Trust Company, half for Chicago and half for the West 
the right to enjoy in common with al! their countrymen a gold stand- | Bunge & Co., of Amsterdam, through Burlage & Co., $410, gold, $453.5 
ard of currevey ready at hand tor use for Dutch a. fferers in Cuicago, 25 guilders, $10.90 464 4 
: v7 s = P. de P Suarez, of Lima, Peru ; 
Ido not deny that these contributors almost to a man believe that Princess de Noer, of Lautenbach, W iirtemberg, ‘by U nited States. Trust 2 
a gold standard and no other is practicable except by international Company, New York...... 4 
reement Why is it sof Simply because their business education — i Hage i - russia, throu; ch Herman _—— « Co., New York - = 
oe wr ; ss , } Nobles & lioare, of London, through Adolpbus Keppelman, 5) guineas ° 3 

d experience admit of no alternative, if they have been successful Jobn P. Thomassen, Bolton, Lincolns hive. England, eenan ee 7" 

l are thoroughly intelligent. Brothers & Co., New York, $250, gold ................ "3 ‘ > 
Beyoud th ssion, [ cannot be put upon the defense of these | James Fiora, Manchester, England, £50 ...... eee . 272 60 
pret 4s jaye: ble,” “rapacious” “ Shylocks.’ David Storer : ee London, tine rpool, and Glas ow, through F 
y 4 . ; > 7 . aay Spies & Co., OEP LOEE | siete nei deedalecietianet teeta s or 
I tind Mr. Speaker, that of the 31,0310 0 given to ¢ hicago in 1871 Tl homas Davison, Glasgow Scotland, through Brown Broth rs & Co. - 

and is72, through the New York Chamber of Commerce, $406,000 | New York ; ‘ 
were given from abroad The sources from which these thousands | Their royal hi; ghne sses Prince and Princess Henry, of tho Netherlands . 
‘ e are of special siguificance now, and a careful study of them will C Bu ch his — the minister resident at Washington, by R 
- . . . 5 age é Ne gil das J ‘ 
refresh and invig rate the minds of statesmen who think and speak Strahiheine & Me rz Rese gheeees Ln le & Co., New York 200 ¢ 
lightly of our commercial relations with other nations. The Baroness de Waechter, of Lautenbach, Wiirtemberg, through the 
l ask permission to print the names of these foreign contributorsas | United States Trvst Comp-«ny New York...... 2 
a part of my remarks, in the hope that some minds now shrouded in | wee Bunge, Cologne, Germany, through Burlage & Co., New 
} ; j or sober succccosese 00se00 — " 
ukness will discover on glancing over them and the nations included, | Nure mabery Ultramarine Works, Nuremberg. Germany, by Charles F 5 
at unless the time has come for us to forbid telegraphic cables and | ~ Zentgraf, through the New York Evening Post, half for Chicago and 
eamships to touch our shores and enter our ports, the silver lunacy half for Michigan .... eens : ; 2 
t be cured. * | Irvin Simonis, Verviers, Belgium, , through Charles Mali, New York, 
Boseten contributers A eee 2 
oo , Hieury Milward & Sons, Re dditch, Eng land, throu gh George A. Clark 
Mansion House relief committee, through the lord mayor of London, & Brother, New York nn eet ee ee ee ee ¥ 
Dr xel, Morgan & Co., New York W. Gilbertson & Co., Liverp ool, England, by N. L. Cort, New York, 

( I 4 I tt a ee $43,815 15 BE -cccne scdcwussews cee sereeererece-ee : l 83 
i, ee eee ee eee eee $8 5297 25 Friends in Edinbur; gh, Scotland, through W. E. Bartlett, £25 34e 

( er2 7 000 ae. Joes ee oats 38,015 32 Joshua Williams & Co, Aberdulais, Wales; Aberdulais ‘lin Plate 

October 2k I sl . ils ececac ee as Works, through Phelps, James & Co., of Liverpool, and Phelps, 
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Who are the “ bondholders” for the benefit of whom the “ people 


| 
are robbed f | 
orrhes are hard-handed working men and women of New York, | 
Massachusetts, and other States, whose deposits in the savings-banks 
are to a large extent invested in Government bonds. They are | 
widow, orphans, and unmarried women, whose all is invested in | 
ional banks. These are the real bondholders. Who are the people | 
Let me say here in parenthesis that I have discovered since 


nat 


robbed ? 


this paper was prepared that one of my servants, ten years in my 


employ, was the owner of $400 in Government bonds. He represents 
the class which will be most shamefully robbed by any law making 
clipped dollars legal tender for an amount exceeding $5. How shall 
we speak patiently of I resident Hayes, warped and misguided by in- 
terested bondholding advisers ? Is there one fair-minded and intelli- 
ept man outside of Chicago who is not pained by that foul asper- 
is ¢ Is there one who does not blush in reading it, in an influential | 
newspaper, as a part of the proceedings of a mass-meeting of “ five 
thousand business men,” assembled in one of the chief cities of the 
Upion to consider questions of the highest national importance? Is | 
it by such utterances that the suffering people are to be restored to 
rosperity ? Has anybody measured, can any man measure the 
frightful influence of the Chicago and Bloomington meetings upon 
current public opinion at the West? Does not the general distress 
influence and intensify the wild and passionate utterances of desper- 
ate men? How are we to meet them ? 

It is constantly and defiantly said that the people have taken the 
questions of silver demonetization and remonetization into their own 
hands; that they understand the whole subject and have proclaimed 
their edict, leaving Congress nothing to do but execute judgment. 

This House has twice acted as if that were true. Is it true? Do 
the people we the great problem; or have they first been | 
dazzled by the bright and attractive subsidiary coin which began to 
displace filthy fractional rags a year or two ago and then betrayed 
and misguided into their present alarming attitude ? 

Do the people know that we had on the 31st of October at least 
one hundred and seventy millions of gold in the country; that our 
mouthly product since that time has been nearly four millions; that | 
the silver agitation in Congress has shut out from the country at least 
twenty-five millions of trade balances, making in all two hundred 
and seven millions of gold on the Ist of February? Do the people 
know that we have not much more than fifty millions of silver in 
the country? Do the people understand and realize that this bill to 
remonetize silver demonetizes all the gold we now have, with all fu- | 
ture products, as explicitly and surely as if it in plain terms enacted | 
that? Do the people prefer fifty millions of silver to two hundred 
and seven millions of gold? Do we, ourselves, Mr. Speaker, two 
hundred and ninety-two representatives of more than forty millions 
of people, realize that but for this silver illusion more than two hun- 
dred millions of gold would have been injected into our currency by 
this time, fully eleven months before the resumption act becomes 
imperative ? 

As lawyers we may twist, turn, and split hairs over the exact legal 
significance of previous a forever, but as practical and in- 
telligent men, aiming for the welfare of the people we represent, we 
cannot ignore the fact without fearful responsibility that we have at 
this very hour within our reach gold enough for the establishment of 
asound currency. Why in tks name,of all the people do we refuse to 
inflate our currency on the instant with two hundred millionsof gold ? 
Why shall we refuse to accept another one hundred million ready for 
us during the year 1878? Whatshall be the consequences of such re- 
fusal? Can we plunge into a furnace of fire and not burn? Shall | 
aman melting under a tropical sun save himself by destroying his 
thermometer? Four or five hundred millions of our bonds are still 
held in Europe. Not one holder thereof ever received interest in 
silver. We have never paid interest in silver at home or abroad— 
never. In practicesilver hasnever been legal tender. We have coined 
in eighty-four years but eight million forty-five thousand silver dol- 
lars all told. Most of these were sent to Asiatic and semi-barbarous 
nations. Why sofewcoined? Clearly because they are inconvenient 
and burdensome. But it is said we had the right to pay in silver prior 
to 1873 and should have itagain. So we once had the right under the 
law to whip white men at the post, and this bill is a long step back- 
ward toward that barbarism! Moreover, concede the right. I do 
concede it in_a certain sense, what then? Burke’s answer to the 
ministers of George III in resisting their insane purpose to tax the 
American provinces beyond endurance is a lesson in season for us: 

Oh, miserable and infatuated ministers! Wretched and undone country ! Not to 
know that right signifies nothing without might ; that the claim without the power 
of enforcing it is nugatory and idle! What? Sheara wolf! Yes, but will he com- 
ply! Have you considered the trouble? How will you get this wool? 

Is it reasonable, Mr. Speaker, to expect that our foreign creditors | 
Will be suddenly transformed into loving and consenting saints? If 
We offer them silver clipped dollars for interest and principal of their 
bonds, will they not turn upon us, angry andexasperated, denouncing 
our breach of implied faith, and return to us our violated obliga- | 
tions? They are doing it now, as I speak, at the rate of half a mill- | 
ton a day ; what will they do when this bill shall have become a law? 
You say in triumph let them come, let us own our bonds at home. 

lave you considered? Can we pay five hundred millions in a day, 
in a month, in a year, in two years, without overturning and over- 
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| and in all the states of the Latin union if we remonetize it. 


| and bad faith! 


| to 25 per cent. premium. 


| exchanges are beyond the reach of Congress. 


| Pacific coast, wholly irrespective of silver. 


| ley,” * 


SSI 


whelming in fell disaster our commercial system? Why alli this loss 
and trouble in the interest of bullionists ? 

rhe bill as it passed the House on the 4th of November provides 
that— 

Any owner of silver bullion may deposit the same at any United States coinage 
mint or assay office, to be coined into dollars for his own benefit, upon the same 
terms and conditions as gold bullion is deposited under existing laws. 


What now are the terms and conditions in respect to gold bullion ? 
Negotiable certificates are issued at the Mint, in practice, te the 
owners of gold bullion three or four days after its deposit for its coin 
value. Such certificates are, of course, immediately available and 
equal to coin itself. , 

The amendment to the original bill, diverting the profit from the 
owners of the silver bullion to the Government, does not relieve it 
of monstrous wrong. 

We have here, Mr. Speaker, in this bill with all amendments, the 


| most startling inducement to wide-spread disastrous speculation in 


silver bullion ever framed as a project of law. 

We have seen already how the French senate on the day that the 
Matthews resolutions passed the House unanimously responded by 
action pointing directly to the demonetization of silver in France 
We 
also know that Europe is possessed of hoards of silver seeking a 


market at fully 10 per cent. below our gold-dollar standard. Let us 


| now keep in mind that the first issues of the clipped dollar (or the cer- 
| tificates therefor) will be available for duties at custom-house and 
| bear the same premium (less a brokerage) that gold coin bears, and 


inquire what that premium may be. 

The premium on gold, it would seem, must depend upon the action 
of the owners of our bonds held in Europe. They know as well as 
we do that our total stock of gold does not much exceed one hundred 
and eighty millions against their five or six hundred millions of 
bonds. We tempt, provoke, and alarm them by an act of revolution 
If in panic and anger they return to us even one- 
fourth of their holdings for prompt realization, gold may advance 
Who shall tell? 

In attempting to penetrate the unrevealed mysteries of this pro- 
posed revolution, we must keep it constantly in mind that our foreign 
Whatever Congress 
may do or omit to do, our merchants will keep faith with their cred- 
itors and pay their debts abroad in gold or its equivalent to the utter- 
most farthing. There is to be no scaling of their obligations by the 
“greedy,” “rapacious,” and “rascally” bankers and merchants of New 
York! They pay as long as they have a shot in the locker. The men 
in Chicago who ship wheat to them understand this. If they shall 
be compelled—as they surely will be, if issued—to ship the clipped 
dollars of the Forty-fifth Congress abroad, they will go for precisely 
what they are worth, and not by count. 

Again, the total premium on gold, now and in the future, whatever 
it may be, is a gift by Congress to the producers of that metal on the 
If there had been no 
Congress since last 4th of March, there would have been no gold pre- 


| mium now! 


If we assume for argument, and to illustrate for the instruction of 


| future generations the wisdom and scope of the silver bill which passed 


this House on the 4th of November last, 163 to 34, without a word of 


| debate, that the first million of clipped dollars issued will be worth 


in the displacement of gold at the custom-house 10 per cent. premium, 
that moderate figure will give to the silver bullionist under the orig- 
inal bill 20 per cent. profit. 

Twenty dollars on every hundred, $200 on every thousand, $200,000 
on the first million. 

How long will it take the silver bullionists of the Pacific coast and 


| Europe to deposit ten millions of their silver treasure in the several 


mints and assay offices of our country? Meanwhile, what premium 
are our Pacific coast friends to realize upon their monthly gold prod- 
uct of $4,000,000? Oh, men of the West and South! have you consid- 
ered that? Whose wool is that? 

I commend these questions to those who have unwittingly listened 
to volumes of eloquent nonsense, a formula of which, boiled down 
and succulent, 1 borrow for the occasion from an able weekly news- 
paper, published in that sea-side city graciously permitted to retire 
from the Federal Union by the distinguished gentleman from Ohio: 
goldites,” “gold-sharks,” ‘ money-kings,” “ gold-bugs,” “ dollar 
“frand,”’ “laboring-man,” “toiling millions,” ** Mississippi Val 
silver eagle, one wing in Gulf of Mexico, the other in Lake Supenor, tail in 
the Rocky Mountains; “bloated bondholders,” “coupon-clippers,’ “ sponge 
“bloodshed,” “anarchy ;” and the people from whom this comes are not French 
peasants, or Russian Muzhiks, or Parisian Jacobins, but Americans bred in the 
common schools and long used to self-government. 


“ 


“Gold plot,” ‘ 
of our fathers,” 


What more? Let me try to show briefly that this currency revo- 
lution means anarchy and qxtreme vexation in all our industrial and 


| commercial relations. 


The bill denies to the intelligent and out-reaching commerce of our 
country the civilized world’s standard of currency. The merchants 
of New Orleans and Boston, of Charleston and New York, alike resent 
it, as the farmers of the South and West would defy an act of Con- 
gress forbidding them to plow their fields with horses, requiring them 


to plow with goats and heifers! The combined military force of all 


| Europe would iguominiously fail in an attempt thus to degrade us. 
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Examine closer this clipped-dollar mania and see if we can discover 
the virns which threatens a fresh national calamity. 

In the first place its advocates demand that there shall be plenty 
of them. Three or four hundred millions have been spoken of. 
Enough are wanted to level up the intrinsic value of silver bullion 
in its relation to gold at least 10 per cent. throughout the world. The 
people have been encouraged to look for them as the children of 
Israc] gathered manna in the desert— 


’ it? 


eaving on the ground a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost, with twice 
I yevery sixth day 


No one pretends to explain the miracle! No one has honestly told 


| to accept the truth without further punishment. 
e dew that lay upon the face of the earth in the morning had gone up, 


the dreamers that they must have a poand of something, or a bushel | 


of something, or a day’s work to secure the coveted prize. No one 
has reminded the people carried captive by this most remarkable 
delusion that the Government cannot give its dollars away! How, 


have that at hand at this hour if Congress were wise enous 


then, are these new silver dollars to reach the people and with what | 


results ? 
Onl: 

use, Which will lead to universal disgust. The law which assures 

that is as fixed as the stars. The issue of clipped dollars will demon- 


etize all the gold product of the country, with absolate certainty, as | 


I have before shown. The exasperating reflection is that but for 
this unfortunate miscarriage of reason and uprightness we would be 


now at this moment in the enjoyment of a gold standard with more 


than $200,000,000 actually in hand. It will take four or five years to 
coin that many clipped dollars under the bill. 


backs, and bank-notes for money. The first-named will soon be- 
come, pay, is now while I speak, the most unpopular of all. Who 
wants it? Will the members of this House consent to receive 
clipped dollars from the nop a ag me from month to month? 


| porting our products in excess of our imports at the rate of two y 
as they displace an equal amount of other currency now in | 


FEBRUARY 9, 


nessee and other States propose to “scale” their obligatio; 8? 
not the Federal State the chief of sinners? ; 

The error repeated day after day in this House, that the ¢ 
now daily occurring result from contraction of the currency 
ingly disproved by reliable statistics showing that for the 
there were many more failures at the East than at the West 
The question arises whether our experience has made us w 


Liures 
1S SITik 
year 1577 
Or South, 


Ise ehou rh 


I would not speak in this place, Mr. Speaker, in this great ex; 
with unseemly assurance or self-assertion, but I cannot hel; 
ing with the courage of my convictions. Nocurrency device cay pow 
re-establish prosperity for us. Our next era of good times y sits for 
the restoration of confidence between labor and capital, which re- 
quires for its base an international coin standard of currency, Wa 


; ht 
accept it. , a 
We have at least $175,000,000 of gold in the country. We are ex. 


vency 
8 ¢ 
peak- 


ilil- 


ions (or more) per week. We are mining of silver and gold at least 
six millions per month, and there are eleven months before resyumy.- 
tion! Why, oh, why? Shall we commit hari-kari? 

In concluding, Mr. Speaker, let me appeal to the public opinion of 
the South and West to halt. Wait. Discard passion and prejudice, 
Re-examine your position. Resent and rebuke with just and honor- 
able defiance every imputation hurled against the representatives of 
capital at the centers of commerce. Drive from your presence 


| branded with shame, the men, wherever born and however: loquent, 
We shall have left when the bill is passed the silver doliar, green- | 


who through ignorance or wickedness seek to array labor against 


| capital. 


Not one of us will consent to do it, Mr. Speaker. Is there a servant | 
about this Capito] whose monthly stipend amounts to $50 who can | 


conveniently or safely receive his pay in silver coin? Not one. 
What will the saving-banks, the post-offices, the custom-houses, 
and great merchants do with it but cart it about at great expense? 
W bat will the farmer in the West or South do with his bag or keg of 
clipped dollars received for corn, cotton, cattle, &c., but dig a hole 
in the ground to hide them until at considerable cost and risk he has 
transported them to a place of safety? 


Do we not know that these practical questions have all been | 
worked out already on the Pacific coast? Do we not know that the | 


120-grain silver dollar is ouly worth about ninety-five cents at San 
l’rancisco to-day? Do we not know that speculators have already 


After seventeen years of abnormal strife, intensified beyond prece- 
dent by passion, valor, greed, steam, and electricity, storm-driy: 
buffetted, and scarred, our ship of promised peace, deeply laden with 
all precious and golden treasures, is sighted in the offing! She is able 
and waiting to come into port, through the straits of honest endar- 
ance, lighted by experience and sustained by the true American 
spirit. Shall we put out the lights? Will we obstruct the channel? 
Dare we remove the ship’s helm, leaving her crippled and helpless? 

I hear members of Congress say that they are themselves opposed 
to the silver mania, but that they will be burned in effigy at home if 
they vote against this bill. I think it better than the passage of this 
bill making the silver dollar of 412} grains unlimited legal tender 
that no member of this Congress shall ever be returned again. Woe 
shall all agree that there are no four hundred lives in our country | 


) 


| be weighed in the balance against the national integrity. We shall 


nuisance, and that the New York post-oflice, the subtreasury, and | 


great institutions in other cities already refuse to receive them ? 

It isto be remembered that with any such amount of dollars coined 
as is contemplated they must actively circulate in place of the paper 
money now in circulation. Three hundred millions of clipped dollars 
will divert, say, two hundred and seventy millions of real capital. 


Whose capitalisthat? Neither Government nor the people have any | 


such resources to remain idle and aimless. If coined, these dollars 
will tend to the chief cities, and in practice, when currency is wanted 
to move the crops, it will, as a rule, only be obtainable in the form 
of clipped dollars, to be transported in bags and kegs, under guard, 
everywhither. Who now shall compute the vexation, loss, and dis- 
credit of such a coin currency, absorbing so much real capital These 
evils will not all be realized immediately ; but they are the inexorable 


ing it the more frightful and wide-spread will be the attending dis- 
aster. 


agree, again, that there are no compensations in life for inefiaceable 
brought enough of them to our chief eastern cities to make them a | 


disgrace ! 

Mr. KENNA. Mr. Speaker, In view of the fact that the various 
questions connected with the currency of the country in every form 
are pending before the appropriate committees of this House, and in 
view of the additional fact that I go further in my madness than the 
“silver lunacy” to which the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Cutr- 
TENDEN ] has alluded, I ask to have read at the Clerk’s desk, as part 
of my remarks, a series of resolutions offered by me in this House on 


| the 28th of January last; and, with the permission of the House, | 


shall address myself to the propositions embraced in those resolutions. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Joint resolution relating to the repeal of the resumption act, remonetization o 
silver, and the legal-tender currency. 
Whereas the coin act of 1869 and the funding act of 1870 were twin measures of 


| aggrandizement, in the interest of the bonded creditors of the country, in utter 
practical meaning of the measure, and the longer we are in discover- | 


disregard of the rights of the country itself, and, while intended to make the na 
tional debt payable in coin, were also calculated to maintain indetinitely the 


| cial supremacy of the privileged few, and to increase and perpetuate in tho inter 


Once before has Congress matched its power with the forces which | 
oppose it in this conflict. I refer to the bill passed on the 16th of | 
June, L864, forbidding contracts for buying and selling gold. That | 


bill was repealed in sixteen days. The bill before us, if enacted, 
would be repealed with equal swiftness if it were possible to realize 
its evils as promptly as in the other case. 
What, now, Mr. Speaker, are the illusions which bewilder public 
opinion and in the judgment of many menace our national integrity ? 
We do not believe that our standards of uprightness have been 


and loss have impaired the average moral courage of the people. 

We have lately seen a statement, emanating from high authority, 
showing that the aggregate indebtedness of one hundred and thirty 
cities of our country increased from $220,000,000, in 1866-’67, to 
$644,000,000, in 1576; $424,000,000 increase in about ten years. 

It seems to me that fact, well digested, though but a drop in the 
ocean of our riotous living, will expose the secret of the outery for 
unlimited currency of some sort. To put it in half a line, it is the 
demand of ruined speculators. 


Our great balloon burst and came down in 1873, but we did not 


realize it at the time. The struggle has been continuous and tire- | 





less ever since for some device of currency to re-establish impossible | 


values. The House of Representatives of the Forty-fifth Congress 
has already invented fl{ty-nine currency bills! 1 only recall one 


which proposes in astraightforward way to liquidate the legal-tender | 


war debt of the Government. Why are we indignant that Minnesota 
and other States repudiate their debts? Why surprised that Ten- 


| are payable in the lawful money of the sogeeey. 


of that few the burdens of the masses: Therefore, 

1. Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That said acts be so far modified or repealed as to 
prevent the further assumption of gold and silver liabilities upon securities which 


And whereas the act of 1873, by which silver was demonetized, deprived the 
country of the advantages of silver as a means for the payment of debts made by 
the contract payable in silver or gold, and to that extent was a repudiation of 4 
contract as binding on the bondholder as on the country and the tax-payer: There 


| fore, 


2. Resolved, That the silver coin of the country, of the standard at which it 


| stood upon the passage of said act, be at once remonetized and restored to its func- 
permanently broken down, but we cannot deny that disappointment | 


tions as a coin current of the land. E 

And whereas the resumption act of 1875 means a fanding of the greenbacks 
into gold-bearing bonds on the one hand, or the turning over to the money changers 
the control of our currency afloat, with full power to prevent or provoke a panic, 
as their interests may suggest, on the other hand ; 

And whereas the said act has already contracted the currency to the destruc 
tion of the business of the country, and may further contract it to the destruction 
of its peace: Therofore, 

3. Resolved, That the said act be unconditionally repealed. : 

And whereas the national-bank system interposes the bondholder, with spe« al 
privileges and exemptions at the expense of the masses, between the wants o! the 

wople and the supply by the Government of the currency necessary to mect Lie 
Pettinate demands of the business of the country: Therefore, 

4. Resolved, That said national-benk system be speedily abolished. 

And whereas the legal-tender dollar of the United States is the best paper cur- 
rency the world has ever had, entitled to receive, and enjoying the full respect a! i 


| confidence of every element in the country save only the country itself: There 


fore, y 
5. Resolved, That the greenback currency be made a full legal tender, receiv able 
for all dues and demands, public and private, including imports and customs: 
And, finally, 6 
6. Resolved, That outstanding liabilities of the Government re deemable in law- 
ful money be so far redeemed as to supply to the wasting industries of the count’) 
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ved, labor employed, and prosperity restored within our borders. 


' Mr KENNA. Mr. Speaker, the youngest member on this floor, as I | 


aw, 1 have sought from my tirst entrance here to occupy as little of the 
time of this House as my convictions of duty would allow. On many 
questions of public interest I have been content to cast my vote, not 
in any way disposed to darken counsels by the multiplying of words or 


neediessly to protract debate. There are times, however, in the his- | 


tory of every man when a clear conception of duty presents no alter- 
native to his choice. Representing on this floor nearly two hundred 
:housand people, who are gravely concerned and entitled to be heard, 
| shall to-day offer their contribution to the appeal, which has swelled 
the heartsof the millions from the center to the circumference of this 
sreat Republic, for the right to live. I am not one of those who main- 
tain that when this Government executed its bonds and sold them at 
half value for greenbacks it gave a lien on the property, lives, bodies, 
aud souls of its inhabitants. 
+o concede that the laboring element of the country has no rights 
which the bondholders and money-changers, who, in person or by 
proxy, infest the daily walks of these lobbies, are bound to respect. 

| feel devoted to the integrity and honor of this nation. It is my 
country by the title which authorizes the fathers to transmit the 
earnings of their hands, the trophies of their battle, and the price 
of their blood to their children, in fact or by adoption, forever. I 
would not subtract one jot or tittle from the sum of its honest obliga- 
tions and I would not repudiate its honest liabilities to the fraction 
of afarthing. But, as I value its integrity and its honor, as I hold 
dear its standing among the men and the nations of the earth, I would 
see it rise above the venal service of the spoiled and putied and bloated 


few and stand in the performance before God and man of equal and | 
jnstice to every element of its population and to all the world. | 


exact 
Mr. Speaker, 
THE TIMES ARE OUT OF JOINT. 

Blessed with plenty, this country is filled with want. 
tinent undeveloped, four millions are unemployed. Abundant har- 
vests groan in their granaries for want of market, while the cry of 
hunger and desolation goes up from valley and from hill-top through- 
out the land. Factories and workshops are idle, while anxious arti- 
sansare knocking unheeded at their doors. Enterprise has laid itself 
down to die and the hour of its dissolution is at hand. Drear-eyed 
want, associated with visions of desolation and despair, stalks abroad 


in ghastly form, while the music of the money-changers’ revel is | 


mingled with the wails of desperation and death. As the artist can- 
not take in one sketch the continuous line of landscape that spreads 
itself out to his view, so must we fail with a single glance of the 
mind to realize the full measure of misery that oppresses the land of 
the cotton and the corn. 


There has just been handed to me by my colleague [Mr. WILSON] | contract between the Government and the holders were placed be- 


a paper with a dispatch from a city in close proximity to the district 
of the gentleman who has just spoken, [Mr. CHITTENDEN.} I read 
the dispatch, which I commend to his attention : 
FAMINE IN HOBOKEN. 

New York, February 8.~Three thousand people are suffering for food in Ho 
poken 

This ishappening within sight of New York from whence comes this 
concentrated outcry against the financial relief of the country. When 
our fathers lifted their bleeding country from the dust and made it 
free, they dedicated it to the happiness of generations yet to be born. 
But the ancient landmarks have been destroyed and the institutions 


of our ancestors have been defiled. The people no longer hold the 
helm of the ship of state. 


THE MONEY CHANGERS AND PIRATES ARE ON THE DECK. 

Look at the influences which control our legislation. We have aCon- 
gress certainly not below the average in morality, in devotion to duty, 
andin brain. Ifthe American people could depend upon the exercise of 
those qualities, unintluenced by outside pressure, undirected in the set- 
tlement of these grave questions by dealers and traftickers in money 
and securities, I venture the assertion that such honest solution as we 
mightattain would be accepted without complaint thronghout the coun- 
try. But while human nature is human nature these influences will not 
subside. Why, sir, it is well known that a great railroad company 
exercises unrestrained control over the Legislature of the second great 
State in the Union. That corporation enjoys and exercises in that 
State more than a veto power, and the monopoly that despises the 


idea of competition holds undisputed sway. It is also well known | 
that every ring swindle and job which looks to legislation either State | 


ornational for its promotion finds a way to reach the legislative pulse 
and to inspire to some extent the legislative heart. Sir, it is worse 
than folly to suppose that an act can be passed here to affect directly 
or indirectly the great interests involved in the bonds, currency, and 
metals of the country without the perceptible influence of that power 
Which organized — can always command. 

Members are reached through every available avenue. Petitions 
are signed by men who never read their contents. A single employer 
commands obedient co-operation on the part of a thousand employed, 
aud the laborer petitions, in present necessity, against his own future 
Wants. Constituencies are manipulated in the great money centers 
with the specious glare of torches and the strains of martial music, and 
in Massachusetts, even the churches, desecrating the temples which 


arrency to meet their legitimate demands, to the end that business may | 


| changer is here. 
| and in conscious power he invades these halls. 
| that shall control the destinies of forty millions of freemen and comes 


| glorying in their ownership in fee simple forever. 


Nor am I one of those who are willing | 


| of flesh. 
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ought to be dedicated to the service of God, divert their appeals from 
the Throne of Grace for mercy to the bar of this House for gold, 
Who can stand upon this tloor and say with truth that the cor- 
ruption which gold can buy has not tainted the very atmosphere 
which surrounds us? The voice of the husbandman is hushed, and 
the member who would sound a note in his behalf is denounced as a 
demagogue and aman of little mien. The appeal of the laborer is 
lost. He rises with the sun, to walk his weary way and, it may be, 
to lie down in hunger and distress. But the bondholder and money- 
With gilded livery herides the public thoroughfares 
He dictates the law 


down from Lombard and Wall streets to view the performances of 
this body as a herdsman would regard the cattle upon his hill-sides, 
Sir, the time has 
come to call things by their right names in this Hall as elsewhere, 
and, mingling a determined purpose with the “indiscretions” of 
youth, by the help of God, I propose to do it. 


WHERE THE COUNTRY 18, HOW IT GOT TNERF, AND HOW TO REDEEM IT 

are questions worthy indeed of a better day and generation than 
this. Where it is can be readily answered. It isin the hands of the 
goldmongers, horse, foot, and draguon. It got there through the in- 
fluence of a press subsidized to divert from real issues at the polls 
the minds of the unsuspecting masses. It got there through the un- 
seen mystic agency that could bring a Secretary of the Treasury to 
give the falsehood to every word and act of his past career and lead 
a President, fresh from the utterance that the greenback dollar was 
the best paper money the world had ever seen, to the bold abandon- 
ment of every act that would support the assertion. It got there by 
an agency that has caused empires to rise and fall and names and 


nations to perish from the earth: through that lust for gain that has 


|}enthroned gold as king of the universe and laid flesh and blood to 
With acon- | 


perish at his feet. The process was simple but awful in its grand 
details. The country was involved in war. The means for its pros 
ecution wasin the handsof the money-changers. They furnished those 
means upon terms. They exacted interest in gold payable twice per 
annum and exemption from taxation on their bonds. Upon these 
stipulations they lent to the Government, in the throes of revolution, 
its own depreciated currency and took back the bond for the pound 
Then it was, in the language of Senator Vooruers, that 
gold and silver cowered to the rear while the legal-tender dollar went 
to the front with the flag and staid there. 


THE ACT OF FEBRUARY, 12, 
originated the bonded indebtedness of the country. The universal 
opinion of intelligent men concedes that three-fourths of the bonds 
created by that act were payable in currency. The terms of the 
yond dispute. Language could not have been plainer, and the bold- 
ness was not found that would deny its meaning. With this prop- 
osition established, it is needless to follow 

THE VARIOUS 8UBSEQI ACTS 
covering a period of seven years. During all that time the 
mind was diverted from these issues. The revolution and 


ENT 
public 


its hor- 


| rors, the reconstruction of the South, negro suffrage, the restoration 


of the civil liberties of thousands of white men who were disfran- 
chised in the States, the recovery of the country from the shock of 
battle and the storms of war, all these and many other problems 

then of pressing importance—made it natural enough that matters 
of serious concern, but remote in their consequences, should be 
passed for the time. In the canvass of 156% the people allowed the 


| passions engendered by the war to be enkindled afresh and to lead 


them to yield aneasy trinmph to that organization which was already 
asserting its unholy demand for payment in coin. The resounding 
boom of civil conflict had scarce died out in the land when 

THE ACT OF MARCH, 1869, 
became a law. It created in express terms an obligation to pay the 
debt of the country in coin. Ignoring and despising a rule which 
has commanded the respect and veneration of mankind for centn- 
ries, it created, without consideration, a new contract with the bond- 
holder. It declared in effect that, unlike other mortals, he was exempt 
from the binding force of his obligations. It reduced to vassalage 
the mass of the American tax-paying public, and provided that the 
contract by which a large part of the debt of the country was made 
payable in currency should be repudiated in behalf of the holder of 
bonds. In order that the bonds expressly made payable in lawful 
money might also, beyond all cavil, be made payable in coin, and 
thus to consummate the triumph of aggression, 

THK FUNDING ACT OF 1870 
was passed. Its object was to fund the five-twenties, which were 
payable in currency, into 4, 44, and 5 per cent. bonds payable in coin. 
King Humbert did not succeed to the reins of government on the 
death of Emmanuel with greater assurance or boldness of front than 
did the money power assuine control of this nation when the purse 
of the public was surrendered into its hands by the two acts I have 
named. It would have enacted that specie payments should then be 
resumed: it had the power, but the time had not come. Gold and 
silver were both coin, clothed with all its prerogatives and receivable 
in discharge of the enhanced obligations. ‘The crop lay stretched 
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out, covering a continent; but the time for the harvest was not at | liation under the attractive guise of “national honor,” the « 


hand. The aggregate sum of the Government bonds was the pur- 
chasing power inthe hands of their holders, and while both gold and 
silver were available for their payment the property and labor of the 
country, in the absence of the resumption act, were tolerably secure. 
The gold and silver metals stood between that property and confis- 
cation; they stood between the industries of the country and stag- 
nation; they stood between the labor of the country and starvation. 
Phe bonds are a liability upon the money of the country and its prop- 
erty. To the extent, therefore, to which the money of the country 
available for their payment could be demonetized, the obligations of 
the property of the country would be increased; to the extent to 
which the volume of money, either by contraction or by the destruc- 
tion of its qualities, could be lessened, the value of property, activity 
of enterprise, and demand for labor would be reduced. I cannot for- 
bear a reference here to a passage in the report of the United States 
monetary commission, to be found on page 53 of their interesting vol- 
ume. It reads as follows: 


While the volame of money is decreasing, even although very slowly, the value 
of each unit of money is increasing in corresponding ratio, and property is falling 


in price. Those who have contracted to pay money find that it is constantly 


becoming 


g more difficult to meet their engagements The margins of securities 
melt rapidly away, and the confiscation by the creditor of the property on which 
they are based becomes only a question of time. All productive enterprises are 
discouraged and stagnate because the cost of producing commodities to-day will 
not be covered by the prices obtainable for them to-morrow. Exchanges become 
sluggish, because those who have money will not part with it for either property 
or services, beyond the requirements of actual current necessities, for the obvious 
reason that money alone is increasing in value, while everything else is declining 
in a ©. This results in the withdrawal of money from the channels of circulation, 
and its deposit in great hoards, where it can exert no influence on prices. This 
hoarding of money from the natare of things must continue and increase not only 
until the shrinkage of its volume has actually ceased, but until capitalists are 
entirely satisfied that money lying idle on special deposit will no longer afford 
them revenue, and that the lowest level of prices has been reached. It is this 
hoarding of money, when its volume sbrinks, which causes a fall in prices greater 
than would be caused by the direct effect of a decrease in the stock of money. 
Money in shrinking volume becomes the paramount object of commerce instead of 
its beneficent instrument. Instead of mobilizing industry, it poisons and dries up 
its life-currents. It is the fruitful source of political and social disturbance, It 
foments strife between labor and other forms of capital, while itself hidden away 
in security gorges on both. It rewards close-fisted lenders and filches from and 
bankrupts enterprising borrowers. It circulates freely in the stock exchange, but 
avoids the labor exchange. It has in all ages been the worst enemy with which 
society has had to contend. 


Understanding the force and effect of all this, realizing the full 
measure of his opportunity, the bondholder made his onslaught upon 
silver by 

THE ACT OF FEBRUARY, 1873. 


Mr. Speaker, there is serious dispute about the manner in which 
this act became alaw. Silver was the original unit of the country, 
adopted and sanctiened by the patriot fathers and handed down to 
us with the liberties they achieved. It is charged, and not without 
cause, that the bill which demonetized it was never read. That the 
crime of midnight assassination was thus preferred to open murder 
adds but little to the sum and substance of the mortal wrong. 
Whether it was the act of athief in the night-time or a highway- 
man in the sunlight of heaven, it was a spoliation of the people by 
the bondholder to the extent of every silver dollar on American soil. 
It will not do to say that it robbed them only of the difference be- 
tween the value of silver and gold. In private transactions that is 
true, but so far as the bonds are concerned, it absolutely destroyed 
silver as a means of payment. Nor can it be said that silver was 
assailed because it was of less value than gold, for at the very time 
of the passage of the act silver was higher in the market than gold. 


GOLD ITSELF WAS DEMONETIZED 


by Germany and Austria in 1857,and silver alone is the standard 
adopted coin of thirteen of the nations of the earth with nine hun- 
dred millions of population. More than three-fourths of the people 
of the civilized world use silver alone as a specie basis and yet we 
are told by the money power now that silver is a debased metal unfit 
for the hallowed hands of the usurers and the money-changers. Sir, 
it was demonetized to make money scarce, to make gold the only 
standard—gold, in which it is physically impossible ever to pay the 
American debt—and thus to perpetuate the payment of interest on 
bonds and their exemption from taxation forever. There isno eye to 
see, there is no voice to sound the depth of the iniquity of this fla- 
grant destruction of popular right. But the harvest was growing ripe 
for the gathering. 

First. The bonds payable in currency had been bought for fifty 
cents on the dollar. 

Second. The contract had been repudiated and they had been de- 
clared payable in coin. 

Third. The contract was again repudiated and they were declared 
payable in gold. 

Fourth. The panic of 1473 and kindred results of financial legisla- 
tion had paralyzed business, annihilated values, and laid prostrate the 
bleeding industries of the country. The money power, like a demon 
of darkness, bad cast its shadow over the land. Desolation and ruin 
had followed in the trail of its sriumphal march from the coin act of 
69 to the dreary winter of ’75, while around the altars of its deified 
gold flowed the crimson life-tide of American prosperity and peace. 
Then it was that with calm cruelty, with the devilish purpose of spo- 


mation was to be reached. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 have heard that there is a monster in th, 
of South America that winds its huge length about the body of 
prey and draws and contracts its coils until the victim in its ter; 
grasp, whether man or beast, is crushed and mangled unti! 
beyond defense; then the hungry serpent devours at its le 
unresisting form before it. Sir, the boa-constrictor and the anacoy, 
have their counterparts here. The coin act of 1869, the fundiy. . 
of 1870, and the gold act of 1873 performed the c 
while 
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THER RESUMPTION ACT OF 1875 

completed the task and laid resistless the paralyzed industries of for, 
millions of people for the process of devouring. Right vigorously hw. 
the fearful work been hurried along. The forced contraction of ty 
currency brought about by that act has borne its fruits. The », = 
erty, disaster, and destruction of values which have followed its op. 
actment are matters of ocular demonstration on every side. ‘The 
monetary commission, on page 56 of their report, have presented t 

views of the effect of ashrinking currency. They say in stro: 

Howsoever great the natural resources of a country may be, however gen 

climate, fertile its soil, ingenious, enterprising, and industrious its inhabit 

free its institutions, if the volume of money is shrinking and prices are falling 


merchants will be overwhelmed with bankruptcy, its industries will bx paral zed 
and destitution and distress will prevail. 


heir 


ig lertus 


But authorities do not stop here; they are abundant beyond my 
power to recite. William H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury 
an official report to Congress, speaking of currency, as early as j=20, 
said: 

All intelligent writers on currency agree that when it is decreasing in amount 
poverty and misery must prevail. 

At a much earlier period David Hume wrote as follows: 

The good nt of the magistrate consists only in keeping it, if possibly 
increasing; because by that means he keeps alive a spirit of industry in the nativ 
and increases the stock of labor, in which consists all real power and riches 
nation whose money decreases is actually at that time weaker and more mise 
than another nation which possesses no more money, butis on the increasing | 


I have endeavored to present—and with what imperfection I have 
done it 1 freely confess—the general line of policy which the money- 
changers pursued. With a voice as unequal to the task as a finite 
mind to an infinite wrong,I have endeavored to point out the course 
of the conspiracy and the evils which have marked its progress to 
success. The blighted homes, the blasted hopes, the withered ener- 
gies of men and women in every State and county and hamlet in the 
Union raise a monument as terrible as it is grand to the triumph of 
legal plunder and the glory of its spoils. To perpetuate this systen 
upon American soil is as impossible as to contradict the destiny 
that almighty God intended his creatures to fulfill. The oppression 
of American labor is an accomplished fact; but the holding it in 
bondage is as mad an undertaking as the changing the tides of the 
mighty deep. 

Sir, the winds and the storms may come, hurricanes may sweep 
over us carrying death and destruction on their way, the fates may 
combine and visit upon us their redoubled furies, but American man 
hood, resisting oppression as a thing of evil, will arise from its thrall- 
dom and reassert the power that bids it to be free. Sooner or [ater, 
and I believe the hour is nigh at hand, the intelligent mind of the 
country will bring relief. Measures looking to that end have gained 
strength with the march of our progress onward, And first among 
these is and must be 

THE REMONETIZATION OF THE SILVER DOLLAR. 


Such an act is not only an act of justice—it is an act of restita- 
tion as well. The bold crime that nnaianl it violated the best 
judgment of centuries. It had for its object no theory of sound 
policy and no reasonable pretext of public use. It was robbery 
plain and undisguised. On pages 157 and 158 of the third volume of 
the works of Alexander Hamilton, in his report on the establishment 
of a mint, in 1791, Mr. Hamilton says: 

To annul the use of either of the metals as money is to abridge the quantity 
of circulating medium, and is liable to all the objections which arise from a com 
parison of the benefits of a fall with the evils of a scanty circulation. * * * 


Neither could the exclusion of either of them be deemed in other respects tavor- 
able to commerce. 


In a letter to Mr. Hamilton, written in 1792, page 330, volume 3, 
of his works, Thomas Jefferson says: 


I concur with you that the unit must stand on both metals. 


And even Massachusetts, now so clamorous against silver that even 
her churches have petitioned Congress in opposition to the Bland 
bill, is committed to the double standard by an oracle who was wor- 
shiped by her in his day and whose words are in strange contrast 
with the memorial of the money-changers in the temple. Daniel 
Webster in his life-time declared as follows: 

I am certainly of opinion that gold and silver, at rates fixed by Congress, on 
stitute tho legal standard of value in this country, and that neither Congress tor 
any State has authority to establish any other standard or todisplace this stancaré 


Before the French monetary commission of 1869, their great ex- 
pert, M. Wolowsky, testified: 


If, by a stroke of the pen, they suppress one of these metals in the monetary 
service, they double the demand for the other metal to the ruin of all debtors. 
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M. Rouland, distinguished for his financial ability, and president 
of the Bank of France, made the following statement : 


We have not to do with ideal theories. The two moneys have actually co- 
| since the origin of human society. They coexist because the two together 
~, necessary, bY their quantity, to meet the needs of circulation. 


7 Baron Rothschild, whose name is a synonym the world over for his 
Jearning and ability as a financier, stated: 


iltaneous employment of the two precious metals is satisfactory and 

ono complaint. Whether gold or silver dominates for the time being 

F «always true that the two metals concur together in forming the monetary cir 

‘ation of the world and it is the general mass of the two metals combined which 

-ea as the measure of the value of things. The suppression of silver would 
sunt to a veritable destruction of values without any compensation 


au 


In giving his testimony before the Belgian monetary commission, | 


Professor Laveleye observed : 

Debtors, and among them the state, have the right to pay in gold or silver, and 
this right cannot be taken away without disturbing the relation of debtors and 
creditors, to the prejudice of debtors, to the extent of perhaps one-half, certainly 
of one-third. To increase all debts at a blow is a measure so violent, so revolu 
t that I cannot believe that the government will propose it or that the 
( rs will vote it. 


And after a full investigation by the monetary commission selected 
and appointed by the Congress of the United States into the finan- 
cial policies of all the world, after a thorough study of the grave 


question in the light of the experience of every age and condition | 


of man, that commission says : 


If the policy of chaining the industry and commerce of the world toa single 

netal be persisted in by the United States, Germany, and the other European 
itries acting in concert with them, money must still rise in value, and prices 

ist continue to fall. The depression in productive industry will become more 


I 
di athly and the number of idle laborers will indetinitely multiply. 


Mr. Speaker, these considerations would be overwhelming if not a | of men, they place an embargo upon investment in business or in en- 
dollar of silver were produced in the United States and if silver had | ( 
But | 
when it is remembered that the United States is the great silver-pro- | 


never been an element in the contracts of the Government. 


ducing nation of the earth and that its indebtedness of $2,000,000,000 
was created when silver was a legal tender for its payment, both the 
self-preservation which dictates the protection, enhancement, and use 
of our own product and the element of justice that enables us to 


maintain the observance of a contract in which our whole people are | 


involved make it clear beyond all rational dispute that silver should 
resume its functions as one of the legal tenders of the land. 
sir, if our Treasury should draw from the rich mines of Nevada until 
two billions of silver dollars could be counted out from its vaults, 
not a single dollar of all the vast sum could be paid to the bond- 
holder in discharge of his bonds. Add to these considerations an 
epitome of the evils its striking down entailed—the doubling in effect 
of the national debt, a corresponding decrease of all values, its tend- 
ency to perpetuate our bonded obligations by depriving the country 
of the means of their payment—and the sentiment of demonetization 
should be discarded as we would evoke from our borders a pestilence 
or a plague. 
THE REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION ACT 

is also demanded. We demand it because the resumption of specie 
payments will involve a further contraction of the currency, whose 
volume has already been reduced in defiance of justice and of right. 
We demand it because resumption, without the gold to resume, 
involves the funding of our greenback currency into gold-bearing 
bonds with exemption from taxation. We demand it because actual 


resumption is beyond the possibilities of human achievement, and | 


ad | which makes the bondholder a medium of supply and demand be- 
Sir, we either can resume | : 


Leave other debts public and private | 


pretended resumption is a lie and a fraud. 
specie payments or we cannot. 
entirely out of the question, the debt of the Government represented 
by the greenbacks is three hundred and forty millions. We have in 
the Treasury less than fifty millions of gold. Thelaw authorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue 4, 44, and 5 per cent. gold-bearing 


bonds. If specie payments can be resumed, it is plain beyond cavil | 
That way is to limit the amount | 


that there is but one way to do it. 
of currency to be redeemed per day, per week, or per month. 
the gold in the Treasury to the extent of that limit. 
per cent. gold-bearing bonds and buy back the gold. 
as before to the redemption of another installment of greenbacks, 
and repeat the process until you have done. 

_But when you have done, Mr. Speaker, what have you achieved? 
You have funded the greenbacks into gold-bearing bonds. You have 
destroyed the greenback currency of the people. You have contracted 
the currency $340,000,000 and added $17,000,000 interest per annum 
in gold to the sum of your obligations. When the ruin and distress 
which have followed a contraction of eighty millions are contem- 
plated the area of destruction that would follow this fresh diminution 
cannot be defined or its enormity conceived. But the resumptionists 
assure us that the greenbacks will not be presented for payment. 
They tell us the people will not want the gold. General EwINa, of 
Ohio, in his masterly speech on the subject said on this point : 

True, the masses will not. They never have wanted it in preference to green- 


Use 


Then issue 5 


backs, which they always have regarded as being, in the language of President | 
Grant’s message in 1873, “the best paper money they ever had.” But the people | 


generally will have no more to do or say as to the redemption and cancellation of 
their currency than they have had with the finance policy of the Government for 
the past twelve years; than they had with the establishment of the national-bank 
system ; or the funding of the $1,200,000,000 of interest-bearing Treasury notes; or 
tho passage of the infamous act of 1°69; or the rascally sleight of hand by which 
silver was demonetized ; or the enactment of that sum of financial villainies—the 


} resumption law 


| demands. 


Why, | 


| of destiny points us backward. 
| done must be the first of our great achievements. 


| be restored. 


Proceed again | 


| of 
| the people and their Government is akin to religious persecution, 


| logic that followed the act. 





RS5 


} 


gold rings in New York, 
lrope to Whom W ire ul 
redemption and destruction 
inters of the Treasury 


The national banks, the importers, th« 
the desperadoes of Wall street. th ' kir fE 


the oO yh gs 0 


cially enslaved, they will present th 


greenbacks for 
as fast as the gold can be paid over t! 
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Thus, Mr. Speaker, will the people in this, asin every other instance, 
be deprived of the control of their currency. If they do present the 
greenbacks, they force their funding into gold-bearing bonds. If 
they fail to present them the sharks and the Shylocks who for the 
last ten years have used the financial legislation of the country as 
an instrument of torture to the masses and a system of robbery for 
themselves will hold high carnival over the power in their hands to 
buy up and present or withhold the greenbacks, to reduce or increase 
the amount in circulation, and to spare or provoke a panic as their in- 


terests and their pastimes may require. Sir, the forced resumption 


| and consequent contraction and funding into bonds on the one band, 


or the power in the bondholder and money-changer to create a rush 
upon the Treasury with the attendant evils of a financial panic on 
the other hand, are the alternative misfortunes for which there is no 


remedy save by repeal. 


The coin act of 1869 and the funding act of 1870 did violence to 
the rights of the people. The one undertook, without consideration, 
to make coin obligations out of paper liabilities; the other funded 
currency bondsinto coin bonds. The tendency and object of both are 
to transfer all the securities of the Government into gold and silver 
The wrong they inflicted must, as far as practicable, be 
righted. If a modification will prevent a further consummation of 
their joint purpose they should be modified. If repeal be necessary 
to stay the torrent they should be repealed. Besides the direct evil 


| these measures entail by increasing interest, and annual burdens, and 


building up a moneyed aristocracy to revel and fatten on the miseries 


terprise and offer a profitable and safe asylum to timid capital. 

So enormous to the Government is the burden which exempts their 
bonds from taxation and pays them interest in gold, that the bond- 
holders have already been paid in gold, of principal and interest com- 
bined, a sum equal, in round numbers, to $300,000,000 more than the 
whole amount of their bonds. Such a system lays an embargo on 
the investment of capital in legitimate business. 

Who will invest his money in land and till it for 3 per cent. per 
annum when the falling rains of spring-time, the scorching drought 
of summer’s sun, or the blighting frosts of an early fall may de- 
stroy the product of his money and his skill and his toil, if he can 
place it beyond the reach of summer's suns or winter’s storms by 
investing it in bonds? Who will invest his fortune in ships that go 
down to the sea, and may be lost in its waves, if the same fortune can 
tind exemption from taxation and gold interest twice per annum in 
the bond which neither wind nor tide can drive from its safe moor- 
ings? And who, sir, will invest his funds in the employment of labor, 
with all its attendant cares and anxieties and a fluctuating market 
or no market at all for its product, when the Government in its bonded 
system advertises to the world a better investment than the arm of 
industry or the soil which Almighty God gave to man? Sir, the star 
The undoing of much that we have 
The resumption 
act, with itsattendant wrongs and hardships, should be repealed. The 
dollar of our fathers, with all its uses and its consequent values, should 
The 

NATIONAL-BANK SYSTEM, 


tween the people and their Government, should be abolished as hurt- 
ful to our institutions. It can be maintained by nobody but bond- 
holders. The deposit of $100,000 in bonds will draw from the Treas- 
ury $90,000 of national-bank notes. The bankerthen draws interest 
in gold from the Treasury on the bonds and interest from the people 
on thecurrency. Thus his profit isdoubled. The system is wrong for 
another reason; it leaves the bondholders to decide what amount of 
circulating medium the country is to have. That, Isubmit,is wrong. 


| Itisa power that cannot safely be intrusted to any class or set of men. 


It cannot especially be intrusted to a class of men whose interest 
will be to curtail and limit the circulation so as to command a higher 
rate for their loans and discounts and increase the purchasing power 
their stocks. Sir, the interposition of the bondholder between 


which the great Phillips described as a blasphemous interference 
between a man’s conscience and hisGod. The currency should come 
direct from the Government, without let or hinderance. 


But the power to emit the greenbacks is questioned. The gentle- 


|} man from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] argued that they were originally 


emitted in the exercise of a war power. Even, sir, if that were the 
case, if the necessities of war alone could justify the issue of the green- 
backs, the same necessity would commit the country to all the legal 
rhe liberation of the slaves was declared 
to be the exercise of the war power. And yet we all know with what 
exact detail every privilege that followed freedom has been guaran- 
teed and enforced. If the safety of the country in war linked the 
Government to the greenback system, the salvation of the country in 
peace must hold it there until the evils the system was designed to 
avoid shall haye been dispelled. But, Mr. Speaker, the issue of the 
greenback currency has not been based on the exercise of a war power. 


The Supreme Court of the United States has had this question in hand. 
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retext of tyrants. Speaking of Veazie Bank vs. Fenno, the court 


re this court avowed that it is the constitutional right of Congress to provide 
ency forthe whole country ; that this might be done by coinor lt nited States 
tes, or notes of national banks, and that it cannot be questioned Congress may 
titutionally secure the beneltit of such a currency to the people by appropriate 
lniatlon 
I do not antagonize General Ewing’s theory that a greenback dol- 
lar once redeemed is redeemed forever and must be destroyed. But 
I maintain the power in the Government as an original proposition, 
supported by the decision of the highest tribunal in the land, to 
issue new greenbacks whenever and to whatever extent the exigen- 
cies of the time, the business of the country, the wants of trade, and 
the welfare and happiness of the people may demand. I do not ask, 
nor does anybody ask, that the paper-mills shall be started and grind 
out currency until the air is filled with flutter and confusion. What 
® want is that the Government shall stop the folly of contracting 
® currency to the disparagement of the people and supplying its 
we by the increase of gold-bearing securities to its own inevitable 
iin. Ay, sir, we want, further, that the outstanding liabilities of 
he country, payable in lawful money, shall be so far redeemed in 
yzreenbacksas tosupply to thestarving millions the currency they need. 
And we want the greenback currency relieved of the ban which the 
law that created it placed upon it. It should be receivable for all 
debts public and private, so as no longer to stand dishonored by the 
power that gave it birth. It is worth more than silver now, sub- 
stantially as much as gold, and it will be better than either silver or 
gold whenever the Government makes it a full legal tender, thus 


giving it a full place among the paying powers of the land. Mr 
Speaker, 
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1 AM NO COMMUNIST 


l represent no communistic constituency. When the troubles of 
last July were started and gathered terror on their way, like some 
mighty conflagration, the railroad that rans two hundred miles through 
my district was the only grand trunk line from east to west that did 
not feel the shock. To the credit of its employés, be it said, not a 
mun left his post; not a murmur was heard. And more recently I 
have witnessed, in my own town, the organization of a military com- 
mand, composed half and half of the battled-scarred veterans of both 
the late contending armies, hand in hand, heart to heart, under the 
old tlag, to do and to dare for the common country of them all. 

Sir, the war is over in West Virginia. But, Mr. Speaker, the dnty 
of this hour would not be all performed if I failed on this occasion, 
not asa disturber but as a promoter of the peace, to point to the 
lesson Which history holds before us. Upon the authority of Thomas 
Jetierson, who the scene, we know that the line which 
marked the distinction between the rich and the poor, before the 
l’rench Revolution, was widened in that country until the wages of a 
year was less than twenty of our dollars. We know that the strong 
arm of military organization suppressed the volcano of popular im- 
pulse for a time, until finally, despising the paltry power of human 
restraint, it burst forth with a fury that shook the earth. Sir, I 
would have such an experience forever impossible on American soil. 

THE 


Was on 


AMERICAN LABORER I8 NOT A BLAVE. 


Iie is a man of noble instincts and patriotic impulse. 
country, he tights its battles, but he is fond of peace. 
passions are held in voluntary subjection the appeals of his manhood 
should not be ignored. 
paternalcare. Let the citizen realize that this isa Government which 
he is to love for its protection and not to hate for its wrongs. Let 
commerce be restored. Let drooping industries arise. Let men go 
forth to their harvests in peace and rejoicing in the land of the eagle 
and the dove. Let the swift wings of enterprise throw off their par- 
alysis and embrace the air. Unloose the fetters that have bound our 
country’s brain, and break forever the chains which hold in bondage 
the genius of the New World, a genius ordained under the providences 
of God to be free. 

Mr. BREWER. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire to take the time of 
this House in making any extended argument upon the silver ques- 
tion, a question which has for a long time attracted the attention of 
the people and occupied the time of the House. The argument for 
and against the coinage of the silver dollar and making it a legal 
tender for all debts, both private and public, seems to me nearly ex- 
hausted. I therefore only wish to state the conclusions which I have 
arrived at after attentively listening to or carefully reading nearly 
every speech which has been made in both Houses upon this perplex- 
Ing question. 


He loves his 


best interests of the country will be subserved by maintaining the 
single or gold standard, and they give many and strong reasons upon 
which they base their judgment; but we cannot overlook the fact 
that a large majority of the people, as well as a majority of their direct 
representatives here, believe that we should utilize the large silver 
productions of our country by coining the silver dollar and giving it 
again its legal-tender quality, and that the act of 1873 prohibiting 
the coinage of the old silver dollar was a mistake. It must be con- 
ceded that those who favor the coinage of the silver dollar with its 


legal-tender quality are divided, at least in the object they desire to 
iM complish, 
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While his | 


Let measures for his relief be dispensed with | 


| should be saved to the Government for the benefit of the peopl 


I know well a minority of this House believe that the | 


FEBRUARY {y 


decision will be found in the case of Knox rs. Lee, 12 Wallace, | of the silver dollar for the purpose of making a cheaper currey 
lhe court affirms the right, without resort to the subterfuge and | a cheaper money than we now have, while another class ¢, 


utilize our silver productions by making a currency which sha 
proximate and remain so near to the value of our present lega|-; 
currency that one can easily be exchanged for the other, “| wiju, , 
say that I am desirous of co-operating in perfecting some megcy,.. 
which shall carry out their views as above expressed. si 
In my judgment, should the so-called Bland bill become a Jay 
will inevitably operate in carrying out the views of that clas 
desire cheap money, and the enforcement of such a measur: 
cordance with the intention of its supporters will work great 
irreparable injury to all classes of our people. There are two y 
in which the coinage of the silver dollar with a legal-tend 
or quality can take place and thereby create a currency or , 
which the people will be able to use for all practical purposes, 
the same can be easily convertible into our present gold or greey 
currency without material inconvenience to any one. First, ) 
iting the amount of coinage of the dollar of the weight and ti 
provided in the Bland bill. Secondly, by increasing the weiy 
the proposed silver dollar. I believe we can float in this country 
from thirty to fifty millions of silver dollars of the weight of 4)4 
grains without any material inconvenience tothe people or the Govern. 
ment, and maintain the same at or near the value of the gold dolla; 
Hence I am willing to vote for any measure which wil! give the 
Government power to purchase silver bullion at its market value and 
coin the same into silver dollars of the weight above mentioned to a 
limited amount such as I have suggested, and should any measur 
presented here authorizing the coinage of the silver dollar to an unin 
ited amount but with such increase in its weightasin my judgment y 
make and maintain it equal in value to our present legal-tender coin 
or currency, so that the same may be easily convertible into g t 
greenback currency, then I shall gladly support such a measure. | 
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l 
1 ac. 


and 


r power 


" 


I 


voted against the so-called Bland bill, which was rushed through this 
House under a suspension of the rules without a moment’s considera 
tion, because there was no limitation in that bill and no one would 
have any power under it to control the limitation thereof except 
the silver producer, and should that bill become a law the Gov r- 
ment would be compelled to coin all the silver that should be s 
to the Government mints, whether such coined dollar was wort); tifty 
cents or one hundred cents in our present legal-tender money. Th 
power of controlling the amount of such coinage should never be sur 
rendered by the Government to the control of any one. The princi 
pal object of this measure seems to have been to make a cheap ci: 
lating medium, not for the benetit of the people, but for the benetit 
of those who are fortunate enough to be interested in the great silver 
mines of the West. Should that bill become a law, they can ta 
their silver bullion to the mints and for every ninety or ninet) 
cents’ worth of such bullion the Government, free of charge, 
them that which the farmer, the mechanic, the merchant, and laborers 
of all kinds must take for a dollar. The great hardships which such 
a measure would inflict on the people may not be readily seen by them 
now, but it would not be many months before it would be stamped 
by them as the grossest fraud that was ever perpetrated by any leg- 
islation in this country. 

I, for one, am not here to support any such legislation as t] 


at. 
Sir, the forty-five thousand voters in my district, and whom I have 
the honor of representing upon this floor, did not send me here to leg- 
islate entirely for the interests of the few men in this country who 
are interested in silver mining, but they sent me here to legislate for 
their interests and for the interests of the whole country. Ii we ar 
to coin the cheap dollar or the dollar of 412} grains, then clearly the 
ditference between the value of the bullion and the coined dollar 
There can be no man in this country who would not prefer to lave a 
silver coin worth one hundred cents in gold, wheat, wool, corn, ot 
labor, rather than one worth ninety cents in the same commodities. 
Why not then, I ask, give the people the more valuable coin, so long 
as it would cost neither the Government nor the individual any more 
than the cheap one? I believe the restoring of the legal-tender 
power to the silver dollar would increase its bullion value, as such 
coin could be used for paying customs duties and all debts, public or 
private, the same as gold, and for that reason a limited number of the 
dollars of 4124 grains could, as I said before, be easily converted into 
gold or greenbacks, but the number of such dollars which can 
coined and kept equal in valne to our present legal-tender money ho 
one can tell, except by an actual test. I, myself, can see no objection 
to leaving this question of limitation to the good judgment of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and then such coinage could be had as the 
necessities and welfare of the people demand it. Mr. Speaker, I 
voted against the so-called Bland bill for the reasons already given, 
and I shall at all times oppose its becoming a law, unless the same 
shall be materially amended by striking out the obnoxious features 
which I have mentioned. 

But, sir, I voted for the so-called “Matthews resolution” because the 
same simply affirmed a legal principle or proposition and one which I 
have not seen or heard successfully controverted by any person who has 
discussed the question. By voting affirmatively that the Government 
has the power or the legal right to pay the interest or the prin ipal 


} 
be 


t | of our funded debt in the silver dollar of 412} grains, I by no means 
A large number are in favor of the unlimited coinage | 


committed myself to its expediency, unless we can make such siivet 
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equal in value to that of the golddollar. I do not deem it expe- 

ent to foree on our own people a cheap currency, to their great 
¢yiment, merely because we have the legal right to pay the Govern 
‘ ept’s indebtedness in the same currency. I am now, and at all times 
chall be, in favor of maintaining the credit of the nation. The ne- 
cessity of 8o doing cannot be overestimated, and, sir, we can maintain 
it bY pay ing our public debt in either silver or gold if we make the 
«ilver dollars in such quantities or of such weight as will make them 
inter hangeable with each other. The coinage of two, three, or four 
hundred millions of the silv er dollar of 4124 grains, even with a legal- 
tender quality, must inevitably decrease its currency value to nearly 
that of its bullion value, and result in driving our entire gold coin 
from the country. In our legislation upon a question of such im- 
portance we should act not for the sole purpose of giving temporary 
relief to the people at the present time but should also have in view 


that which shall be for their lasting and permanent benetit. 
Mr. ALDRICH. 


js satistied with his success in his effort to annoy them I am. 
reply shall be only in a few plain words of truth and soberness. 
l desire here to acknowledge with humbleness of soul and with 


My 


most profound gratitude to the noble men and women all over the | 
land for their munificent and timely benefactions to Chicago in the | 


time of her dire distress while suffering from her unparalleled calam- 
itv; but I beg to assure the gentleman that we did not suppose that 
in accepting such bounty we had thereby sold our principles for all 
future time or for any time. 


Mr. Speaker, it is my good fortune to represent in part upon this | 
floor a community second to none in intelligence, thrift, and enter- | 


prise. Its growth in numbers and commercial importance is unrivaled 
in the history of the country. This community, in common with almost 
every other in the land, has become sensitive upon the subject of 
finance, and its views of what is just, wise, and expedient to be done 
in the present financial embarrassment of the country are decided 
and emphatic. Upon this subject my own views are, in the main, in 
accord with the views of a large majority, as I believe, of the com- 
munity I have the honor so to represent. 


It is not my purpose at this time to argue the question of the re- | 


monetization of silver to any extent, but brieily to express my own 
views in connection with the presentation of the proceedings of ¢ 


public meeting recently held in Chicago without distinction of party. | 


The eall for this very large meeting was signed by some twenty-six 
hundred individuals and business firms, more fully representing the 
intelligence, enterprise, property, and moral worth of the commu- 
nity than could happen upon any subject that had not taken full 
possession of the consciences and judgment of our business men. The 
meeting was not composed of the politicians or the drones, but of 
the active workers and producers of the community. 

A very large portion of the people there as clsewhere demand that 
the legislation of 1873 and 1874 demonetizing silver in fact shall be 
undone, and that silver shall be restored to its time-honored place in 
the finances of the country. 

Whether this legislation was accomplished with a full understand- 


ing of those who cast their votes for it or not is an immaterial ques- | 


tion now. One fact, however, is certain and material, that the people, 
who make and unmake Congresses, and for the protection of whose 
rights Congress exists, did not know nor understand what was being 


attempted to be done, and that from the hour the nature of this leg- 
islation was discovered they have deimanded almost as with one voice | 


in a large portion of our land that the step should be retraced. 

The legal effect of every general contract, public and private, made 
prior to the legislation of 1873~74, whereby the silver dollar was 
dropped from the coinage and its legal-tender character denied, was 
that the debtor should pay in gold coin, silver coin, or United States 
legal-tender notes, at the election of the debtor. The validity and 


obligation of a contract are determined by the law when and where | 
made, and are as essentially a part of the contract as though written | 


therein. 


it is against right and against morals by legislation to impair the 
obligation of a contract after it is made, and it is not less against 
right and morals by legislation to increase the burdens or obligations 
of a contract after it is made. 

In short, it is equally an offense against law and against morals to 
wrong a debtor as to wrong a creditor. 

The election of the debtor in what money he will pay (when more 
than one kind or species exist) is an unquestioned, substantial right, 
and by force to withdraw or abridge that right of election is to impose 
upon the debtor the performance of a contract which he never made. 

While silver stood as a part of the legal-tender coin of the country 
the debtor and creditor met upon an even footing; each took and 
understood they took all the accidents which might affect the com- 
modity value of the metals or either of them. The debtor could not 
pay In some commodity if money should become too scarce, nor could 


the creditor refuse payment in any money lawful within the terms | 


of the contract. The creditor knew that he was to accept perform- 

ance or payment in the money least burdensome to his debtor. 
Whether this right of election attempted to be taken away by 

legislation of 1573-74 was of any substantial value to the debtor is 


best shown by those who clamor for the retention of the legislation 
of ls73~7 
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Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from New York [ Mr. | 


CHITTENDEN ] has seen fit to attack the people of my city, and if he | character of silver coin would be an injustice, yea, an impairment 


money, or to prohibit the coinage of either or both. 


| of its merits before the peopk 


| burden of every individual 





4, that the silver dollar of 4124 grains would only be worth | 
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ninety-two cents in gold. The truth of this clamor I do not concede ; 
when this legislation shall be and the dollar of 4124 grains 
restored to its full legal-tender character, then and not till then shall 
we know the difference (if any) between the gold and the silver dol- 
lars as money. We know now the difference vetween the commodity- 
value of the 412} grains of silver and the money value of the gold 
dollar. With silver remonetized and gold demonetized (and we have 
as much right to demonetize one as the other) and reduced simply 
to a commodity, possibly, probably we should see a still wider but 
exactly reversed margin between the legal-tender silver dollars and 
the commodity value of the quantity of gold now pronounced a legal- 
tender dollar. Let this wrongful legislation be undone, gold and 
silver restored to their joint rightful and constitutional position in the 
finances of the country, and then if they require legislative action to 
adjust their relative value, it can be done understandingly, and with 
at least the knowledge of those to be atfected by the action. It may 
be said that to undo this legislation and restore the legal-tende1 


undone 


of the obligation of contracts entered into since the legislation of 
1873 and 1574. 

My reply to this is that gold and silver are the recognized money 
of the Constitution; that nothing short of an amendment of the Con- 
stitution can deprive either metal of its character as money. Con- 
gress has the sole power to coin them as money and regulate their 
value, but no power to prohibit the use of either or both metals as 
The States are 
prohibited from making anything but gold and silver coin a legal 
tender for debts, and upon Congress alone is conferred the right and 
imposed the duty of furnishing to the States and to the people this 
gold and silver coin in which debts may be paid. 

My jndgment is that the legislation of 1873 and 1874, whereby it 
was sought to deprive silver of its legal-tender« haracter and to with- 
draw it as a part of the money of the country, was not within the 


| constitutional power of Congress, and was morally and legally inetfie« 
| tual as stamping any character upon contracts. 


Believing fully in the policy of remonetizing silver and placing it 
in every respect upon an equal footing with gold as a part of the 
metallic money of the United States, and not caring to further argue 
the propriety or expediency thereof, I will now send up to the Clerk’s 
desk to be read as a part of my remarks the very explicit and care- 
fully drawn resolutions adopted by the immense meeting at Chicago. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas by act of Congress of April 2, 1792, provision was made for the coinage of 
a silver dollar of the value of the Spanish milled dollar then current, containing 3713 
grains of pure silver, to be the monetary unit of the United States; and although the 
standard weight of the said dollar, which was originally 416 grains, including the 
alloy, was in 1837 reduced to 412$ grains, yet the quantity of pure silver which it 
contained and its intrinsic value remained unchanged for a period of more than 
eighty years, during all of which time the silver dollar so coined continued to be 
the monetary unit and standard measure of values for the United States ; and 

W hereas silver and gold concurrently have constituted the basis of the monetary 
systems of all nations and peoples since the earliest period in the history of civil 
ized man; and 

Whereas silver coin has always constituted the chief and frequently the only 
metallic legal-tender currency in general use amoung the masses of the American 
people; and 

W hereas the business and credits of the whole country during almost th« 
period of the national existenc 
values: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the demonetization of the silver coinage of the United States was 
a change in our monetary system so grave and radical in its character 
tally affecting the commercial interests and rights of the people, especially those 
of the debtor class, that it ought not to have been ventured upon, even under cir 
cumstances most favorable, until after a full, thorough, and exhaustive discussion 
by which this most impor 
tant measure was precipitated upon the country, without one word of discussion 
either in Congress or out of it nal the obstinate pessistence with which the scheme 
is still prosecuted, in a time of unparalleled business prostration and disaster, and 
with the forced resumption of specie payments in immediate prospect, discloses a 
reckless disregard for the public welfare on the part of its movers which merits 
our severest censure and condemnation. 

Resolved, That we have the best of reasons for believing that the demonet 
of tbe silver dollar was accomplished through concealment and dec 
and crime; 


entire 
has been adjusted to this standard measure of 
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that in all probability not one man in this vast assemblage ot citiz 


cns 


| had the slightest intimation that such a measure was pending in Congress until 


many months after its passage, and whether our Representatives who voted tor 
the bill and the President who approved it were deceived or net, the people un 
questionably were, and we therefore demand its immediate and unqualified repeal 

Resolved, That one obvious purpose of the act demonetizing silver was to increase 
the value of the Government bonds, and correspondingly increase the publie bar 
den by securing the payment of those bonds in gold, when, by their terms plainly 
expressed on their face, they are “redeemable * in coin of the standard 
value of the United States on July 14, 1870,"' at which date silver dollars as well 


| as gold dollars were lawtul tender in payment of all debts, public and private; that 


in order to secure to the bondholders this advantage, to which they are nowise 


| entitled, the people have been clandestinely robbed of the legal-tender quality of 


one-half their metallic currency, thereby greatly enhancing the difficulty and the 
danger of the proposed resumption of specie payments, and unjustly increasing the 
etor in the nation as well as that of the nation at 
large. 
Resolved, That while we have full confidence in the integrity and patriotism of 
the President, and his earnest desire to fulfili the duties of his high office and pro 
mote the welfare of the nation, yet we view with just alarm the position taken by 
him on this question in his late message; and we have good reason to believe that 
his judgment bas been warped and misguided by the bad ccunnsels of his constitu 
tional advisers in the adoption of a line of policy which would give the bondholders 
an undue and unjust advantage, greatly to the detriment of the people 
searched in vain through his message for any word of true c 
gling masses by whose labor the money must be earned to pay these bonds. We 
regard his suggestion that by yiclding to the demands of the public creditors these 
bonds may be exchanged for others at reduced interest asa delusion. There are 
two parties interested in this question, those who are to pay as well as those who 
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e payment. We demand that justice, simple justice, be done to both 

the old time-honored standred measure of values The burdens of 

will then rest lightly upon the shoulders of a prosperous peopl but 
» hope of returning prosperity in the financial policy of the President and 
Vvisers 


ed, That the holders of the Government bonds not only have no right 
1 


or equitable, to demand payment otherwise than according to their express | 


terms, but the Government cannot with due regard to the rights of the people waive 
its option to pay in silver or gold, and restrict itself to payment in gold only; and 
t when the attempt to do this is made by legislating out of existence the whole 

er coinage of the country as legal tender, and at the same time depressing the 
value of one of its most important prodacts in the markets of the world, the con 

juences of this nefarious scheme are so far-reaching and disastrous that it calls 
for unmeasured denunciation 

Resolved, That the proposal to pay the bondbolders exclusively in gold, which 
their bonds do not call for, and at the same time to demonetize silver so far as to 
make it legal tender to some small amount for all other kinds of indebtedness, 
would be partial class legislation of the very worst description. We emphatically 
reject all such compromises The money that is good enough for the people is good 
enough for the bondholders. We demand that the silver dollar be restored to its 
full logal tender quality in the payment of all debts, both public and private, and 
we will be satisfied with nothing short of this ; and we pledge ourselves to vote for 
no man for Congress who is not fully committed in favor of this measure 

‘esolved, That we will resist the consummation of this wrong by all honorable 
means within our power We call upon both Houses of Congress to insist upon 
the repeal of the di mometizing act and the restoration of the silver dollar to its 
rightful place in our currency ; and, if the President shall by the use of his nega- 
tion succeed in defeating the bill, then we call on Congress wo appead a similar re 
pealing clause to the general appropriation bill, and stand by it to the last, with 
full contidence that the people will aasuredly stand by them 

Resolved, That we recommend toour fellow-citizens throughout the country who 


agree with us in sentiment, that they convene in mass meetings and take prompt | 


action on this question, and thus convinecethe powers that be, in Washington, that 
the people are terribly in earnest, that the exigency admits of no delay aud nocom- 
promise, aud that nothing sbort of absolute and unconditional surrender to their 
just demands w ill be accepted 
C. B. LAWRENCE, Chairinan. 
SAMUEL H. Kerroot, 
JOUN FORSYTHE, 
Secretaries 


Mr. ALDRICH. In conclusion, I call attention to an extract deliv- 
ered in the United States Senate some nine years ago by a gentleman 
then a distinguished Senator, and now occupying a most honorable 
position in the Cabinet of the President. I think this extract has 
been referred to before by some gentleman on this thoor, but it will 
do no harm to repeat it—wise words, fitly spoken: 

Since the earliest records of humanity, gold and silver have been employed as 
the equivalent for effecting exchanges. From Solon to our day, innumerable at 
tempts have been made to substitute something else as money, but in spite of all, 
gold and silver have maintained their exclusive dominion as the money of man 
kind Che gold in the shield of Achilles, the shekels that bought the fleld at Mac 
pbelah, the pieces of silver, the price of the blood of our Saviour, will be current 


coin when the completed history of nations now rising into greatness will be 
folded away among the records of time. 


Mr. HARRISON. Mr. Speaker, I find that my distinguished friend 
from New York, [Mr. CHITTENDEN,] the gentleman to whom the 
United States Government owes $10 and who has been so long striv- 
ing to obtain payment, the gentleman who mounted the desk not 
long since and showed the identical promise of the Government to 
pay him his debt, has thought fit in his speech to attack my city. He 
informed me yesterday that he intended to make a speech and to say 
something about my beautiful town. He asked me to be present and 
listen to him. I told him that I would, provided he would allow me 
to interrupt him. He insisted that he was a nervous gentleman and 
asked that I would not do so. As I am never much interested in 
speeches made for the Recorp, I preferred to read his speech after it 
should be published. 

I now say to the gentleman, if he is here, that while my people 
answer for themselves, and while they acknowledge the generosity 
of the world extended to them when they were in ashes, yet they do 
not feel that the rich men of New York who helped them in the hour 
of their need should now keep them from rising Phenix-like from 
those ashes in which they were laid. I say to the gentleman that I 
will read his speech, and if there is anything in it that requires 


answer I will avail myself of the kindness of the House { 
purpose at another time. I, however, make it arule never 
to speak for my constituents alone. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Speaker, I propose to state as briefly 
| sible some of the reasons which influence me in supporting t) 
remonetize silver and also that for the repeal of the resumption act 
| being so intimately connected they may properly be considered +, 
gether. . 
Gold and silver by common consent of mankind have been rec, 
nized from the earliest period of which history furnishes any aceny 
| and are still the measure of values, tested by their own int; or 
worth, the world over; and it is only in times of great emergence 
and overwhelming necessity that resort has been had to differs; 
measures of value. Financial distress and general bankruptey eg 
ever followed any departure from the world’s standard, gold a, d 
| silver. Alike they are the money of the Constitution of the | nited 
States, by the terms of which it is made the imperative duty of (yo). 
| gress to coin. 

Article 1, section 8, of the Constitution of the United States pro- 
vides that Congress shall have power “to coin mouvey and regulate 
the value thereof and of foreign coin, and to fix the standard of 
weights and measures ;” and section 10 of the same article denies qj] 
such power to the States, thus devolving upon Congress the exely. 
sive power of coining or creating money for the people. Without 
the action of Congress not one dollar can exist in the United States. 
Here and nowhere else resides the power to create what is called 
money and to regulate its quality. The power being vested in Cop- 
gress, the duty to exercise it becomes as imperative upon Conyress 
to coin both gold and silver as it is to coin either. If Congress can 
refuse to coin one of the metals it can refuse to coin both, and Jeave 
the people and the States with no money or commodity which can 
be by the States made a legal tender in payment of debts. 

Where is the warrant of authority for refusing to exercise this ex- 
pressly delegated power or to place any limitation upon the quantity 
to be coined. The power to regulate its quality or value is clearly 
expressed ; but nowhere can be found the power to limit the amount 
| or quantity of either of the metals fixed by the Constitution as the 
commodities out of which Congress is required to create money for 
the use of the people and which alone the States are permitted to 
declare a legal tender in payment of debts. If Congress may legally 
destroy one of these metals, it can destroy both. If Congress may 
legally refuse to coin one, it may refuse to coin both. 

But why should Congress refuse to coin silver, and why place a 
limit upon its debt-paying power? May not a State make silver in 
any amount, as well as gold, a legal tender in payment of debts? 
The prohibition in section 10, article 1, of the Constitution, by which 
no State can make anything but gold and silver a legal tender in 
payment of debts, carries with it the power to make gold and silver 
of the standard fixed by Congress a legal tender to any amount. 
When Congress, in the exercise of the powers conferred, coins gold 
and silver and fixes its value, its duty in this regard is discharged 
and the power to determine in what amounts either shall be a legal 
tender resides with the States. No such power has been conferred 
upon Congress or any Department of the General Government. 

History demonstrates the wisdom of our ancestors in selecting gold 
and silver as a basis of money. The cost of their production is and 
ever has been about equal to their value, and the production of either 
or both has no more than kept pace with the demands for their use 
as money and in the arts. 

Wayland (Elements of Political Economy) says: 

In order to render any substance available as a circulating medium the essential 
quality required is that it is universally desired as such. 

The following table, showing the distribution of gold and silver 
and the nations that use the double and single standard, will be found 
sufliciently accurate: 


or that 


if possib| 


aS Dos. 


* bill to 





The coinage of the world. 


Nations under gold alone. Population. | 
| 


Great Britain yous | 32,000,000 | Russia ............ecs000- 


Canada , 000,000 | Austria ... 

Australia ... , 000, 000 | Central America 

Portugal nner nhon , 250, 000 | Ecuador 

Turkey in Europe and Asi 9,500,000 | China 

Persia : , . _— 5, 000,000 | India 

Brazil 10, 000,000 | Mexico ...... 

Argentine Republic | 1, 00, 000 

Egypt ‘ | 8, 000, 000 

German Empire 41, 000, 000 | 

Sweden . se ae cee 4, 250, 000 

Denmark ........-. ee 1, 800, 000 
1, 750, 000 


Tripoli 
Tunis 
Holland 
Venezuela 


33, 000, 000 


180, 450, 000 | 
| 


} 
| 
2, 100, 000 


From which it will be seen that a very large proportion of the pop- 


— CC _ 


Nations under silver alone. 


Population. | Nations under gold and silver. | Population. 


saegndeeabiogn 87, 000, 000 Belgium 5, 100, 000 
36, 000, 000 | Bolivia 800, 000 
2,900,000 | France 36, 100, 000 
1, 300, 000 | Greece , 900, 00D 
425, 000, 000 | Italy .......- 26, 800, 000 
300, 000, 000 | Spain 0), 0 0 
9, 000, 000 | Switzerland 2, 700, CO 
4, 500, 000 | United States. .... 2, 0OU, UO 
2, 700, 000 | 
1, 200, 000 
2, 000, 000 
3, 700, 000 
1, 400, 000 


876, 700, 000 }. : 732. 500, 000 


| the double standard and it is the imperative duty of Congress to pro- 


ulation of the world use silver alone, and nearly as many use both as | vide for the coinage of both gold and silver upon the same basis, 


use gold alone. So, if universality of use proves anything, it is in 
favor of silver rather than gold. But the Constitution clearly fixes 


without limitations or restrictions upon either, and to regulate the 
| value of each and to make them conform as nearly as possible, so 





| 
t their purchasing power may be as nearly equal as practicable. 
, shonld silver be demonetized and driven from its position 
the side of gold, which it has occupied so long and so satisfactor- 
-? Has its production increased so as to render it unfit for money? 
rere are $40,000,000 more of gold mined yearly than of silver. The 
¢,!Jowing table shows the anuual production of silver and its increase 
" the United States: 


i 


+ wl 


| 

| 

$100, 000 | 

150, 000 

2 300, OOO 

590, 000 | 

, 408, 000 | 

, 625, 000 

3, 000, 000 

000, 000 

000, 000 

. 750, 000 
060, 000 

.a ‘ 32, 
Estimating the yield of 1876 and 1877 the sameas 1875, we find that 
the vield of our mines, since they began to pay for working, amounts 
to the sum of $250,000,000, less than one-half of our present volume 
of currency. The increase of $12,000,000 from 1870 to 1872 caused 
the alarm of those interested in making and keeping money scarce, 
which resulted in the act of 1873, whereby silver was destroyed as 

money. It will not do to say that the country was flooded with silver, 
that there was no demand for silver; for, in addition to the demands 

of our own people, there was a demand for it abroad, and provision 

was made for the coinage of the trade-dollar for the accommodation 

of our foreign trade ; and the Secretary of the Treasury says in his 

report: 


000, 0LO 


his provision was made at a time when such a dollar was worth in the markets 
din gold, and was designed for the use of trade in China where silver was the 
only standard. 

Then it was not because of increased production, not becanse it had 
ceased to be generally used, not because it had become unworthy of 
the position it had occupied by the side of gold for over eighty years 
of our national existence, that it was dishonored and dethroned. Some 
other cause must be found. And what is it? It is the natural con- 
tlict between those interested in making money scarce, and thereby 
increasing the purchasing power of that which they have in abun- 
dance, and of those interested in having money abundant and cheap. 
It is no new issue. It dates back as far as the first loan of money for 
income between retired capital and labor, between those who are labor- 
ing to acquire and those wishing to render more valuable that which 
they have already acquired. 

There can be no question that the destruction of one-half of the 
money in the country doubles the value of the remaining half. A 
party in debt would be compelled to sell twice as much property in 
order to pay his debts. How often do we hear it said, if the South 
would raise one-half the quantity of cotton it would bring the same 
amountofmoney. This, though not strictly true, illustrates the point. 
Itisupon the hypothesis that each pound would bring as much as 
two pounds with fullcrop. So with the bondholding or creditor class: 
adestruction of one-half of the money increases the value of their 
securities. The same amount of money will buy double the amount 
of property, but will not pay double the debt. Its debt-paying power 
is not increaszed—double the amount of property or labor must be sold 
in order to pay the debt. 

rhe legislation of Congress for the past fifteen years has been in 
the interest of the creditor class, encouraging investments in interest- 
bearing, non-taxable securities rather than the development of the 
resources Of the country, and its blighting intluences are seen upon 
every hand: our commerce driven from the sea, and with abundant 
crops, destitution, want, and financial distress in every part of the 
land. No people on earth are so overwhelmed with debt as the 
American people, and if we would legislate for the greatest good to 
the greatest number we must consider the circumstances and the 
facts as they exist. A line of policy that would suit England, the 
great creditor nation of the world, holding as she does the securities 
of every other nation and people, will not suit us. She may well 
afford to demonetize silver and destroy one-half of the money of the 
world, for she thereby doubles the value of the securities she holds ; 
while we as a nation and a people are in debt and interested in hav- 
ing money cheap and abundant, so that labor and property will com- 
mand a fair equivalent in the exchange of the one for the other, and 
in discharging our obligations in the same kind, standard, and quality 
existing at the time the contract was made. 

“But,” say the opponents of the remonetization of silver, “the sil- 
ver dollar you propose, 412} grains, is worth but ninety-two cents. 
You repudiate eight cents upon each one hundred of your indebted- 
ness. Make it equal to gold. You are destroying the credit of the 
nation. You are acting in bad faith with the parties who hold our 
ae You will increase the rate of interest and destroy con- 
lence, 

As well might the debtor say: “Reduce the gold standard down to 
the present market value of silver; gold has become inflated by rea- 
son of thedemonetization of silver, which became acommodity, thereby 
silver has shrunk less in value under the contraction than any other 


| 


commodity.” We propose to keep the contract as made in letter and | 
spirit. Four hundred and twelve and a half grains was the standard 
of silver at the time the pledge of the Government was obtained to 
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pay its bonds in coin, though originally payable in currency, and when 
demonetized was worth 102.12 in gold. Its destruction as money is 
the prime cause of the difference in value now. No other cause exists. 
Restore it as money upon the same plane as gold, relieved from all 
limitations as to coinage and debt-paying power, and there is every 
reason to believe the relative values will adjust themselves upon about 
the same basis held under similar circumstances before silver was dis- 
honored. If after a fair trial any considerable difference should be 
found they may be adjusted and bronght and kept as nearly together 
as possible, so that every kind of currency, whether of gold, silver, or 
paper, the representative of both, shall be of equal value; that what- 
ever bears the Government’s stamp shall carry with it the immutable 
pledge of the Government and be receivable by Government and people 
alike for all dues public and private. But let us see what the contract 
between the Government and its creditors is and who it is that refuses 
to comply with its provisions. The acts authorizing the issuance of 
bonds may be brietly stated as follows: 

The Secretary of the Treasury is empowered to issue, to a certain 
amount, coupon or registered bonds of the United States in sums of 
$50 or multiples thereof, bearing specified rates of interest, and “re- 
deemable in coin of the present standard value,” (1870,) and bearing 
interest in such coin, payable semi-annually, and redeemable after 
certain dates, at the pleasure of the United States. The 5.20 bonds 
issued under the act of February, 1462, are payable “ in dollars,” the 
customs duties providing for the interest to be collected “in coin.” 
The act of 1863 makes the bonds issued under its authority payable, 
principal and interest, “in coin.” The Revised Statutes of 1874 de- 
clare that they may be paid in either gold or silver coin. The standard 
legal-tender coin referred to in these acts consists of silver dollars 
of 4124 grains standard metal and gold dollars of 25.5 grains same 
standard. 

Here, then, is the contract to pay in gold and silver coin of the 
United States, and it is the right of the debtor to pay in either that 
suits hisconvenience and interests best, and here is the indorsement 
upon the bond which is direct notice to the bolder, in addition to 
the law under which they were issued, of which he is bound to take 
notice : 

This bond is issued in accordance with the provisions of the act of Congress, 14th 
July, 1870, and is redeemable at the pleasure of the United States after the Ist 
September, 1891, in coin of the standard value of the United States on said Mth 
ies, 1570. 

This language admits of no doubt that a certain number of gold 
dollars or a certain number of silver dollars of the then standard of 
the United States is agreed to be returned to the holder in full satis- 
faction for what was received by the United States at the time she 
parted with the bond. The act of 1869 is so explicit on this point as 
specially to recognize gold or silver as the species of coin or money 
embraced in former acts. This was an act for the purpose of re- 
moving any doubt or difficulties either in the mind of the bondholder 
or the public as to how the bonds were to be paid. And this, too, 
in the face of the fact that the Government had parted with them 
at from 40 to 60 per cent in gold. Upon whom rests the charge of 
bad faith? Upon those who favor the remonetization of silver of 
the standard it was when the pledge was obtained, or upon those 
who have obtained a pledge to pay them in exact accordance with 
the terms of the contract in gold or silver at its face value which 
cost them from forty to sixty cents on the dollar, and which has been 
rendered doubly valuable by the destruction of one-half of the debt- 
paying power of the people? 

If the fulfillment of a contract in letter and in spirit will have the 
effect of destroying the credit of the party that proposes thus to 
comply then the whele order of things, cause and effect, has been 
reversed. It can have nosuchefiect. No holder of a bond but knew 
the scope and effect of the law under which the bound was issued. He 
is bound to know the law, and his interest would prompt him to do 
so, and he by the indorsement upon the back of the bond had actual 
as well as constructive notice and is bound by it, and has no right 
to complain and will suffer no loss. 

It may be interesting to briefly review this anomalous legislation 
by which one-half of the medium of exchange and measure of values 
was destroyed and the remaining measure thereby intlated so as to 
cover all values. 

On the 27th day of May, 1873, Congress having agreed to adjourn 
on the 29th, and within less than forty-eight hours of adjournment, 
and in the hurry and confusion always preceding adjournment, and 
during which time it is in order to suspend the rules, Mr. Hooper 
called up the bill reported by the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures, and offered a substitute. He said: 

I desire to call up House bill No. 1427. Idoso for the purpose of offering an 
amendment to the bill in the nature of a substitutw, one which has been carefully 
prepared, and which I have submitted to the different gentlemen who have taken 
a special interest in the bill. * * * J move that the rules be suspended and the 
substitute put on its passage. 

Objection was made. Mr. Hooper said it was not necessary that 
the bill should be read, that it had been carefully examined by those 
desiring to examine its provisions. The House refused to allow the 
bill to pass in that way. He afterwards called it up and moved to 
suspend the rules and pass the substitute. 

Mr. Holman put the following question to Mr. Hooper: 


Mr. Hotman. Before the 4 


uestion is taken upon suspendir 
ing the bill, I hope the gent 


eman from Massachusetts 


g the rules and pasa- 
vill explain the leading 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOU} 


the existing law, especially in reference to the coin 


the small coinage of the country is intended to be 


And received the following re ply ; 


Mr. Hoorrr. T! 
does not require 


8 bill 


makes nochanges in the existing law in that regard. It 
the recoinage of the small coins 


The answer satisfied Mr. Holman and the House and the bill passed, 
and itis fair to presume that not a dozen members of the House, and 
those only seeking an advantage in favor of the retired capitalists, 
knew anything of its provisions. Mr. GARFIELD, then and now a 


leading member of the republican side of the House, in a discussion 
with Mr. Pendleton last fall, said: 


Perhaps I ought to be ashamed to say so, but it is the truth to say that, I at that 
time [passage of the reguiations demonetizing silver) being chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and having my bands overfull during all that time with 
work, I never read the bill. I took it upon the faith of a prominent democrat and 
a prominent republican, and I do not know that I voted at all There was no call 
of the yeas and nays, and nobody opposed that bill that I know of. It was put 
through as dozens of bills are 

f report of the chairman of the committee ; 


or 
the truch, that I have no knowledge about it 


therefore I tell you, becanse it is 


The President of the United States, although he had signed the bill, | 


for many months after did pot know that such a bill had passed, as 


appears from a letter written on the 3dof October, 1573, to Mr. Cowdry, | 


in which he used the following language: 


1 wonder that silver is not already coming intothe market tosupply the deficiency 
in the circulating medium * * * Experience has proved that it takes about 
$40,000 000 of fractional currency to make the small change necessary for the trans- 
action of the business of the country. Silver will gradually take the place of this 
currency further, will become the standard of values, which will be hoarded 

I estimate that this will consume from $200,000,000 to $300,000,000 
s species of our circulating medium. * * * Iconfess to a desire to 
d hoarding of money But 1 want to see a hoarding of something that 
is a standard of value the Silveristhis. * * * 

Our mines are now producing almost unlimited amounts of silver, and it is becom- 
ing a question W hat shall we do with it! 


and 
in a sinall way 
In time of toi 
see a limite 


world over 


anuswel 


then we will find otber markets 


Aud when it reached the Senate the course adopted in that body 
Was quite as Inysterious. 


Hon. John Sherman, chairman of the Committee on Finance, an- 
nounced that the bill substantially had passed the Senate of the 
lorty-tirst Congress; that it was not worth while to read it. See 


Congressional Globe, page 203, part 1, where he is recorded as fol- 
lows: 


Mr. Sureman. I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to whom was re 


ferred the bill (CH. R. No. 2934) revising and amending the laws relative to the 
mints and assay offices and coinage of the United States, to report it back with 
two or three amendments. This bill bas in substance passed both Houses, except 
that the 
was passed by the Senate at the last session of the last Congress, went to the House, 

d now, somewhat modified, has passed the House at this Congress, so that the 
bill has practically passed both Houses of Congress 
Finance propose the moditication of only a single section; but as this is not the 
same Congress that passed the bill in the Senate 
through the form of a full reading, unless the Senate are willing to take it on the 
statement of the committée, the Senate having already debated it at length and 
passed it. It would have to be 


sent allow it to pass without a formal reading 


It, however, was objected to and was laid over and came up again for 
debate. (See page 672, part 1, Congressional Globe.) But nowhere 
Was anything said about demonetizing silver. Mr. Sherman said: 


1 rise for the purpose of moving that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
the Miut bill, 1 will state that this bill will not probably consume any more time 
than the time consumed in reading it. It passed the Senate two years ago after 
fulldebate. It was taken up again in the House during the present Congress and 

wssedthere. Itisa matterof vital interest to the Government, and I am informed 
[ otlicersof the Government it is importantit should pass promptly. The amend- 
ments reported by the Committee on Finance present the points of difference be- 
tween the two Houses, and they can go to a committee of conference without 
having a controversy bere in the Senate about them 


Che following provision was stricken out: 


That the silver coins of the United States shall be a dollar, a half dollar or fifty- 
cent piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-five cent piece, and a dime or ten-cent piece ; 
and the weight of the dollar shall be 3=4 grains ; the half dollar, quarter dollar, and 
the dime one-half, one-quarter, and one-tenth of the weight 
of said dollar; which coins shall be a legal tender, at their nominal value, for any 
amount not exceeding & in any One pay mept— 


shall be, respectively 


And the following inserted : 


Phat the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half dollar or 
fifty-cent pieco, a quarter dollar or twenty-five-cent piece; and the weight of the 
trade-dollar shall be 420 grains troy 
and one half of a gram; the quarter dollar and the dime shall be, respectively, one- 
half and one-tifth of the weight of said balf dollar; and said coins shall be a legal 


tender, at their nominal value, for any amount not exceeding $5 in any one pay- 
ment 


You can form some idea of the manner in which the silver dollar 


was stricken from our coinage and its debt-paying qualities destroyed. | transact its business. The demand created by an attempt on the part 


Che next step in the programme was accomplisked in the revision 
of the laws, and all who were then members will recollect, and the 
record will show, that every assurance was given by those in charge 
of that work that no change was or should be made by them in exist- 
ing laws. General BurLer, when the work of the committee was be- 
fore the House, used the following language : 

I desire to premise here that your committee felt it their bounden duty not to 
ascertain, any* change of the law This embodies the 
© temptation, of course, was very great, where a law seemed to be 

to perfect it by the alteration of words or phrases, or to make some 
But that temptation has, so far as I know and believe, been resisted. We 


fay t} < 
ow, sO Taras they could 


as it i rl 


‘ 


lmperiect 
c 


baunge 


as my friend and I know, in Congress, on the faith | 


| were in favor of the single standard of gold I would vote to cor 


| world. 
I suggest here a solution which will | 
for some years, to put it in circulation, keeping it there until it is fixed, and | 


| What are confederate treasury notes worth ? 


Senate bill enlarged and increased the salaries of officers of the Mint. It | 


| territory we require at least B30 per capita, which would give a 
‘Lhe Seuate Committee on | 


I suppose it will have to go | 
read in full unless the Senate by unanimous con- | 


| capita, and Germany, $24 per capita. 





the weight of the half dollar shall be 12 grams | 


I. FEeBrvary 9. 


have not attempted to change the law 
different reading or different sense 
obsolete parts and 


na single word or letter 
All that has been done is to gt; 
to condense and consolidate and bring together stat 
materia ; 80 that you have bere, except in so far as it is human to ey 

the United States under which we now live. And it will be necessa; G4 
passes Congress, that it shall pass without any one undertaking to amend + 
as it stands in this revision; because, once beginning to amend the 
altering the law from what it is will lead into an interminable sea, jy , 
sball never find soundings and which will never finda shore. But if ther 
omission of any provision of law, the theory of this revision is that t) 
supplied ; and to that the committee desire to call the attention of the Li 


t} 


And Mr. Poland, chairman of the committee, made the follow, 
reply: 

As my friend from Massachusetts has said, the committee have endea 
have this revision a pertect reflex of the existing national statutes. Woe { 
that if anything was introduced by way of change into those statutes 
impossible that the thing should ever be carried through the House I 
titude of matters that come before Congress for consideration, if we | ndet 
perfect and amend the whole body of the national statutes there is ay 
expectation that the thing would ever be carried through either House of I 
and therefore the committee have endeavored to eliminate from this « ? 
that savors of change in the slightest degree of the existing statutes. 


Thus was the work of destroying silver as money and tearing 
from the position which it had held for eighty years in our nation il 
existence, side by side with gold, as a measure of values, accou 
plished. It was and is a fraud upon the debt-paying people and 
ought to be corrected without opposition and placed in the san 
sition it held before. 


The object of the silver bill is this and nothing more. 


po 


Even if I 
the fraud and restore the law as it was before the revision. But th 
increase of population, commerce, and the arts required both gold and 
silver. There is not sufficient gold to transact the business 
There never has been any currency or substitute for vold and 
silver that was not somewhere based on gold and silver that was 
worthy of the name of money for any length of time. What wa 
continental money worth after the close of the revolutionary war? 
What are the pape 
promises of Turkey worth to-day? The promises of governm 

never survive the governments that make them. Gold and silver, 
with the stamp of any government upon them, are worth just a 
much after the fall of the government that issued them as befor 
They survive all changes of government. The rise and fall of nations 
do not in the least affect their value, and experience has shown that 
safe and conservative banking will not permit of over 24 of pay 


| currency convertible into coin at the will of the holder to 1 of 


The highest estimate made of the quantity of gold inthe United Sta 
is $150,000,000. This would float a paper currency of only $450,000, 
an amount wholly inadequate, 

With a population of forty-five millions scattered over so vast a 
lation of $1,350,000,000. ‘To float the amount of currency necessary 
upon safe banking principles would require of gold (if we adhere to 
the single standard) $540,000,000, with but $180,000,000 now in the 
United States and with less than $60,000,000 subject to the control ot 
the Government. 

England has a money circulation of $28 per capita; France, $44 per 
Under the contraction policy our 
circulation has been reduced since 1866, as shown by the report of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, (December 3, 1877.) There are now in 
circulation, or were at the date of his report, of natioval-bank notes, 


§319,219,509; of greenbacks, $51,340,288 ; of subsidiary coin, +4 


| 000, making our entire circulation $710,559,797, an average of 315.5 


per capita for our population, a small fraction over one-third per capua 
in France, and but little more than half that of Engiand and Ger- 
many ; and if the resumption law is not repealed the legal-ten 

must be reduced to $300,000,000 and the national-bank notes in the 
same proportion by January 1, 1879, making a further reduction of 


| 100,000,000 of the present aggregate of circulation. 


The public-debt statement of February 1, 1878, shows in the Treas- 
ury $126,882,989.47, against which there are liabilities subject to pres- 
ent payment of $60,193,465.52, which leaves $06,689,523.95 coin. | 

It is worse than folly to attempt resumption upon the single stand- 
ard, and any attempt must for the reasons before stated prove a failure. 
It is not in the power of the Government to accumulate a sutiicient 
amount of gold in the Treasury before January, 157%), to redeem the 
greenbacks outstanding without absolute ruin to every industry of 
the country ; and esiien when greenbacks are redeemed in gold the 
national-bank notes, which are redeemable in greenbacks, must them- 
selves be redeemed in gold. Where isthe gold tocome from? [Every 
nation desiring a fixed and stable currency will at all hazards hold a 
suflicient amount of gold to float a volume of currency necessiry t0 


of the United States to accumulate such an amount of gold would 
as a matter of course enhance its value. All that this country has 
that will bring gold from Europe are the cotton and grain of the 
South and West. Gold being rendered scarce by this large demand, 
and the competition between governments to retain it, our products 
must sell for a very reduced price, and though the purchasing power 
of gold may be increased its debt-paying power is not, and the burded 
must fall upon the producing industries of the country. 
A further shrinkage in values is the inevitable result of the « 

traction policy relied upon to bring about resumption. The destruc 





f one-half of the measure of values fixed by the Constitution 
eh means should not and will not be submitted to by the people 
she sole aggrandizement of the retired capitalists and bondholders. 
One more turn of the thumb-screw by the money power will produce 
revolution and bloodshed. Our people are Jong-suffering and pa- 
sont, but there is a point beyond which patience ceases to be a vir- 
ee and that point has been reached. ; 
lhe financial policy and legislation of this Government in the in- 
terest of money-changers must be reversed and a new order of things 
‘nangurated, giving just and equal protection to capital and labor 
in the development of the resources of the country, and special priv- 
ileges and exemption to none. 
in developing mines, building railroads and ships, extending com- 
merce, 
duet of any great enterprise, with the risk of losing all, when he is 
offered the bonds of the Government yielding a certain rate of income 


with no probability of loss, relieved from all taxation, receiving the 


protection of the Government and contributing nothing toward its 
support, Sharing no part of its burdens? 

Under this contraction policy every inducement is held out to hoard 
money rather than to invest it. Money will enhance in value by lying 
idle in vaults more rapidly than by any sort of investment, while 
the shrinkage in values of property must continue so long as the 
volume in currency is being reduced. The only mode possible would 
be for the Government to sell interest-bearing bonds for gold with 
which to redeem the greenbacks, and the non-interest-bearing debt of 
the Government converted into interest-bearing, and the burdens of 


the people thereby increased at least fifteen millions annual gold inter- | 


est: the national-bank monopoly strengthened, the va ue of property 
lessened, and, as a result, property concentrated in the hands ot a few 
and the masses of the people bound band and foot to the money 
power, and a serfdom more intolerant than that of Russia inaugu- 
rated lere. 

] favor the remonetization of silver— 

First. Because I believe the Constitution of the United States makes 
it the imperative duty of Congress to coin both gold and silver upon 
the same basis, without limitation or restriction as to either, and to 
regulate the value thereof, and that the States have the right to de- 
clare the amount of the standard fixed by the United States which 
shull be a legal tender in payment of debts. 

second, Because the obligations of the Government are payable in 
gold or silver coin of the standard fixed by law at the time the con- 
tract was made. 

Third. Because the best interests of the country require the broad- 
est metallic base possible, with the use of both gold and silver, upon 
which to safely float a currency adequate to the business transac- 
tionsof the country, and that the dollar of 412} grains, being the law- 
ful standard at the time the contract was made, is just to all parties. 


rourth. Because the demonetization of silver was a fraud upon the | 


people. 
| favor the repeal of the resumption act because I believe it un- 
wise to have fixed a day at which the Government would resume 


specie payments; that a policy should have been adopted which | 
would bave gradually led to a sound and stable currency, free from | 


fluctuations; and because it is absolutely impossible for the Govern- 
ment, with the limited amount of gold at its command, to resume on 


the day named, and that the attempt to force resumption by means | 


of contraction will be ruinous to the best interests of the country and 
must result in the concentration of property in the hands of the few, 
as Was the case in England under a similar policy, and the masses of 
our people become the abject slaves of a moneyed aristocracy. 

lhe remonetization of silver and its free coinage upon the same 
plane with gold, the repeal of the resumption act, and abandonment 


of the contraction policy will do much to relieve the present dis- | else. 


tressed condition of the country; bat we should not expect too much. 
Relief will come slowly. The capacity of the mints is estimated at 
but $50,000,000 per year. It will require time for the life-giving 
blood to permeate and reach the extremities; time will be required, 
with proper treatment, before health and strength can reinvigorate 
the system after the terrible depleting and exhausting malpractice of 
the past fifteen years. They are certainly steps in the right direction, 
but should be followed up by a complete and thorongh reform in the 
tariff laws, by which every vestige of protection shall be eliminated 
and wisely and fairly adjusted upon a revenue basis; fostering en- 
terprises of national importance, by which commerce shall be devel- 
oped and an interchange of products and commodities made practi- 
cable; markets opened to them, so that we may sell for the best price 
possible all we have to sell, and buy in the cheapest warket such 
things as we cannot produce cheaper than others, bringing back 
gold and silver to cover the differences in the exchange and by our 
ehormous productions counterbalancing the outflow to meet the in- 
terest upon our debt in foreign hands; and by a speedy return to an 
honest and economical administration of the Government in all of 
its departments, the lessening of the burdens upon the people, the 
revival of the paralyzed industries of the country, which by the con- 
tra¢ tion policy and unjust and oppressive tariff laws are well-nigh 
destroyed. Then will general prosperity prevail through the whole 
country; and when, as a result, confidence shall be restored and the 
Precious metals, in obedience to the immutable laws of trade, shall 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


What capitalist will hazard his money | 


with all the anxiety, care, and attention necessary in the con- | 


| try. 
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come to us, as they surely will, in sufficient quantities to form a basis 
for a safe and sutticient volume of currency to transact the business 
of the country, resumption will come as certain as the day follows the 
night, and not in obedience to a statute fixing the day. 

To be lasting, the condition of things I have indicated must exist ; 
if forced in their absence, it cannot be permanent and lasting. 


CAPITAL AND LABOR. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH. Mr.Speaker, capital and laborshould be friends. 
There is no interest in all the land but demands that capital and la- 
bor should be on the best of terms, should be truly friends. And yet 
there seems to be a determined effort made by a very strong intluence 
here and out of here to antagonize these two great forces. ‘Thisought 
not to be, and cannot be with safety to our Government, with satety 
to our institutions. 

Labor is the great source of wealth in this as in all other lands, 
and the man who seeks to make them enemies—labor and capital—is 
an enemy to both, and an enemy to the great interests of the coun- 
He may not see what he is doing, but it is no less true that to 
array the one great force against the other is the surest way possible 
to injure both. What can labor do without the friendly aid of capi- 
tal? And what can capital do without the helping hand of labor ? 
What is the reason to-day that the cry of distress is heard in all the 
cities of our country? Why are men standing idle while their fami- 
lies are sutiering? Simply for the reason that capital has tled the 
field of enterprise. Simply because the capitalist has withdrawn 
from the great enterprises of the nation. And how can he be in- 
duced to enter the arena of business again? How can he be led to 
bring forth his hidden treasures and launch them upon the great 
works of the country now standing still and silent? Can it be done 
by making war upon him? Who does not know enough to know 
that it cannot be done in that way ? Who does not know enough to 
know that capital cannot be forced from the hands that own it? 
Who does not know enough to know that the man of means will not 
invest his money where he has no security it will be returned to him 
again with added interest ? 

It is as idle for labor to contest the grounds with capital as it would 
be to attempt to dam the Niagara with rushes. We are told on this 
floor that capital is the enemy of labor, and men, honorable men, 
here and in other places near us, have misused their eloquence and 
their wondrous powers to array these two great forces against each 
other. Strange spectacle in the American Cougress and a strange 
use for men to make of their great abilities! Almost every measure 
sought to be carried through the American Congress is made capital 
of in this unholy work of arraying the vast army of laborers in our 
country against the very best friend the laborer can have, against 
the very help he needs, and must have or starve. How is this, and 
why is it done? Even the Paris exposition bill could not be allowed 
to pass without raising the ery of oppression of the laborer, and the 
eloquence of the democratic side of the House, with few notable ex 
ceptions, was brought to bear upon the question and the suflerings 
of the poor portrayed in glowing colors, and the crushing intluence 
of the capitalist blazoned forth with all the force and eloquence of 
the most gifted and powerful orators on this tloor. And why so, and 
wherefore? Not because they expected to defeat the passaye of the 
bill methinks; not, methinks, because these orators desired to prevent 
the passage of the bill, but we are constrained to believe to make 
political capital for a coming political campaign. When we hearsuch 
men asthe honorable and eminent gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Cox] proclaim to his democratic friends that they must be on their 
guard or the republicans would steal their thunder, when addressing 
the House upon such a bill as the Paris exposition bill, then we con 
clude the object of his great effort was political capital and nothing 


And almost in the same breath we were told by pretended friends 
of retrenchment and reform that the class legislation of the repub- 
lican party caused the starvation of the poor laborer, and thereby 
caused the bloody and fearful riots of last summer, which startled 
the world, when the very men who worked such ruin and death to 
themselves and the people were receiving not less than $1 per day ; 
those who were receiving least; and yet it was claimed here they 
were in a state of starvation. 

Now, I have said before in this place that that cry was utterly ab- 
surd and without a grain of reason to base it on. I said then that 
men could comfortably subsist on sixteen cents per day for food only, 
meaning in its uncooked state, and I have been condemned beyond 
here for so stating; and even republican prints, among my own 
friends, have sought to apologize for the statement and have kindly 
volunteered the apology that I went further than | intended to when 
uttering the words. And I take this opportunity to repeat it, and 
to declare to my friends that | was fully aware of the extent of my 


| statement, and did intend every word I uttered as to the cheapness 


of living, and now add that thirteen cents per day will purchase in 
any market in the land food, in the uncooked state, that will com- 
fortably subsist a man. And in proof of this I state the fact that our 
soldiers on our western border are subsisted this very day, by con- 
tract, at thirteen cents per day per capita. And the 
has all and more than he can consume; no soldiers 
so well subsisted as the American soldier. 


American soldier 
in the world are 
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It is not the real necessaries that impoverish our people so much 
by far as the thousand and one luxuries that find their way upon the 
tables of our people and that add nothing to their real good or health. 
It is true that this very day in France the average cost of living, 
among the laboring population, for uncooked food, is not over nine 
cents per day each. Ido not say these things because I am no friend 
to the poor man, for if there is a man on earth whose tender sympa- 
thies go out to the poor man, here and everywhere, now and at all 
times, it is I, for 1 know what it is to be poor; I know what it is to 
work for my bread. I know what it is to work for much less than $1 
per day, too, and yet live in comparative comfort. So I know exactly 
what I am talking about, and fear no contradiction. I do not say 
these things because I would make the burdens heavy. I would 
gladly, yes, most cheerfully, do anything in my power to add to their 
comforts, and even to their luxuries; most certainly I would; but I 
would not in furtherance of this end counsel them madly to take the 
law into their own hands, and trample upon the law of the land and 
the rights of their fellows. I do not advise them to set in motion the 
infuriated mob that knows no law, no order, no fear, and that be- 
comes when once in motion the wild storm of destruction, that walketh 
in darkness and wasteth at noonday, blasting everything it touches, 
and leaving only blackened ruins behind and wasted and desolate 


cities. I do not advise them in my crazy zeal for the upbuilding of | 


some political party to apply the torch to the capital of the nation, 
nor to madly make war upon the man of wealth. I see only ruin in 
such a course for the poor man. Ido not advise the suffering thou- 
sands temporarily idle to murder the man that has the means to save 
them from want. I do not sound the cry “to arms,” and thus set the 
howling, maddened, suffering throng surging through the streets of 
our cities, burning the property of innocent men and wasting in 


sweeping rivers of fire the very means they need to keep them from | 


starvation and death. 


Such is the work of the demagogue, who cares more for his party | 


than he cares for his country. Such is the work of the man who 
cares more for political preferment than he cares for the best inter- 
ests of the poor man. Such is the work of the man who cares more 
for a re-election to Congress than he cares for all the suffering thou- 
sands in our land or any other. Some of these very men who sound 


the woes of the laborers to-day had no sympathy for the brave sol- | 


diers of the Union when fighting the battles of freedom and dying on 


the red tield of war to save the tlag our fathers loved. Some of these | 
men at such a time were loudest in condemnation of the greenback | 


money. Such men then sang another song than the silvery one that 
charms us now. Then the poor man and the poor soldier listened in 
vain for words of comfort and hope from these men who now claim 


to be their especial a and the disguise is all too thin to dupe | 


intelligent Americans. It will fail of accomplishing that which is 
sought. And I call upon the intelligent American citizen to think 
for himself and not be led astray and maddened by any such unholy 


ery. I call upon our people to remember who saved our country when | 
wicked and misguided men sought its ruin. I call upon our laboring- | 


men everywhere to remember who it was, when our country was in 
peril and in the throes of death, stood by the cause of freedom, how- 


ever dark the night or tierce the storm of war, and never faltered for | 


a moment in all the weary, bleeding years of strife. I call upon all 


true men to remember who supplied the greenback currrency in face | 


of the fierce and bitter opposition of the wild champions of that cur- 


rency now? Then their denunciation of the greenback was without | 


stint or limit. Now their fulsome praise of the same currency is sick- 
ening to contemplate, but then it was a measure of the republican 
party and the way of safety for the nation. Then it was the hope of 
the Union, the life of the nation, and the democracy condemned it 
everywhere and always. 

Then our soldiers must be fed and clothed and paid or retire from 
the field, and the national exchequer was exhausted of precious metals. 
And yet the great democratic orator of Indiana was loudest of all in 
denunciation of the greenback then, but now it is a gem of beauty in 
his eyes. Now he worships at the greenback shrine and can never 
sing its praises loud enough. Consistency, thou art a jewel! If these 
fiery orators have the real interest of the poor man at heart, why do 
they not point them to the fact that there is sufficient money squan- 
dered on luxuries, follies, and vices by themselves every year in our 
land to support in comfort and happiness every son and daughter of 
the laboring population of our country? Why do they not tell them 


of the eight hundred millions of money squandered in this young Re- | 


public every year for liquors and tobacco alone? Why do they not 
tell them that at least two-thirds of that vast sum is paid by laboring- 


men and employés? Why do they not help them to see the folly and | 


ruin of such waste of treasure, instead of firing their hearts against 


the men who by industry and careful living have saved their money | 


and now, by that means, have money to loan to aid those less provi- 
dent? Why do they not tell the laboring-men and all of our people 


that it is pot the class legislation that has disturbed our finances and | 


brought distress and want upon our people? Why do they not explain 


to them the folly of complaining of the times and of the scarcity of | 
money when the money paid out in this country in the short space | 
of three years for liquors and tobacco would liquidate our national debt 


and more? Whydo they not explain to the laborer the suffering and 


want at this very bour in lands where no republican party was ever 
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known? Why do they not point them to China, where men, 

and children are starving to death daily by the score ; to India. whyo.2 
they have been starving for years, and thousands have been barely }), 

ing upon two and one-half cents per day ? 

t is strange that these startling facts in the history of the worjq 
are never mentioned. It is strange that they are not informed 4} . 
there is no Jand wpon which the sun shines to-day where th, moor 
class are as comfortably situated as they are now and here—not o; i 
on the face of all the earth. And yet they are being taught that tho 
prudent, the industrious, and wise man, who has shunned the fo! * 

and vices of life in a measure, and have husbanded their ea; 

until they have a competency and more, some to assist the gre; 
terprises of the world, some to aid those less fortunate or less wise, are 
the enemies of the poor. And why is this? What reason for this 
condemnation of the man who saves his money and has the wisdom 
to gather and retain it while others cannot or will not? Do we not 
remember what moneyed men have done forus? Are we so destityte 
of gratitude as not to remember with the liveliest interest the remark- 
| able patriotism of the bankers of New York and other cities who cane 
to the rescue of the imperiled nation when the storm of war burst 
upon the country in its fury ? Shall weever forget ? Will the great 
grand West ever cease to remember with the tenderest gratitude the 
stream of fifty millions of yellow gold the bankers of the now abused 
East poured into the treasury of the beleaguered capital when we 
were moneyless and the world was startled at the cry of warand for- 
eign nations doubted the ability of the Union craft to outride the 
storm? And again in thirty days they poured in another fifty mil) 
ions of precious a yellow gold. And then again in thirty 
days another golden stream of fifty millions rolled into the lap of 
the nation, and our good President breathed freer and easier. 

Who did this? The Shylocks of Wall street ; the heartless money 
kings; the bloated bondholders; the miscreants that consume the 
earnings of the poor and produce nothing, as we are told on this 
floor. How wild and fanatical it sounds when the facts are stated, 
And the great West with its teeming millions are being educated to 
hate the men who came grandly to the front and risked the treasures 
they had been a life-time in accumulating; so that the young Repub- 
lic should not die. And not only did many of them risk their al) of 
earthly wealth, but bravely gave their lives to the great cause for 
which soldiers died or suffered more than death. And what havethese 
men of money done tothe West that they should hold them in such con- 
tempt? Havethey ever donethem aught but good? When thestorm of 
flame swept the beautiful city of Chicago from the shore of its crsytal 
sea; when Chicago, the magnificient city, the proud queen of the West, 
went out in flame and smoke and the civilized world was thrilled 
| with the great calamity, who was first to hear the cry of distress 
that swept over the land and world? Who opened the iron doors of 
safes and vaults and hurried on the great sums of money, so wuch 
needed at such atime? What did the Shylocks of Wall street do in 
such an hour? What did the bondholders of good old New England 
do to dry the tears of the sadly afflicted thousands who were homeless 
and penniless, cowering along the shore of the great lake where so 
lately stood the beautiful city they loved in all its maguiticence and 
glory, now a blackened, smoking waste? Did they not tly to the 
| relief of their afflicted brothers and sisters of the West? 

And when the aid came from a sympathizing world,aud money and 
valuables flowed in one grand river into the wasted city until the 
| disheartened people, who were so utterly despondent under the fear- 
| ful blow, were encouraged to hope again, who supplied the money to 

rebuild the city? Whose money reared the magnificent blocks, the 
Grand Pacific and the Palmer, the finest hotels in the wide world? 
Whose money restored the great city to a more queenly beauty than 
it ever knew before the wild storm of fire had swept over it with its 

ravishing flame? + 

Ask the Chicagoans to-day and they will tell: the needed funds 
| mainly came from the Shylocks of New England and New York. 
| And yet they are the enemies of the West, are they? The millions 
| of poor are to be fired against them, are they? What do you say, 
my peers? And these millions, North and South, are having their 
hearts fired against such men! And can it be that justice, that right, 
the eternal principle, a part of God, can justify such a course f 

Nay, verily, justice and truth demand a departure from such ad- 
vocacy ! 

And the poor man is being taught to believe that the demonetiza- 
tion of silver was an act of bad faith to him on the part of the repub- 
lican party, and that it was simply a cruel fraud upon the labor of 
the country—the cry itself one of the baldest and cheapest frauds 
of the age ever yet advocated by any demagogue, high or low, repub- 
lican or democrat. 

Why do these men that would fire the poor man’s heart against 
capital tell those they seek to enlighten that Thomas Jefferson, the 
great high priest of democracy, was the first man to demonetize silver, 
and that, too, when Chief Magistrate of the nation he honored and 
| glorified ? ; 

Why do they not tell them that silver remained demonetized for 
thirty years from the time Jefferson stopped the coining of the silver 
dollar of the daddies? 

Why do they not explain to their friends that the democratic party 
| in 1853, when in its glory, again demonetized it? Why do they not 
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roclaim the fact to the world that all the legal-tender silver dol- 
; 8 of the daddies ever coined in this country, from the organization 
.¢ the Federal Government, would not have paid the expenses of the | 
notion for three days at one time during the great war of the rebell- 
+ Why, Mr. Speaker, the truth is, and there can be no denial of 
the fact, t hat silver has never been the money of account in this coun- 
try. Never; it has never been practically anything but subsidiary 
eoin since about the year 1814. No man will claim it has who is in 
bis senses. s | 
Then why this cry of frand upon the republican party for its 
demonetization in 1873 ard 1874? To be sure we had gold and silver 
in the land until the boom of cannon sent it from our shores. We had 
till then gold and silver, but gold was the money of account and si!ver 
was used only for change, except in exceptional cases. Now, I am | 
aware that many of my constituents, possibly a majority of them, are 
silver men, but Leannot help that; I wouldif I could. Irespect their 
pinions always, but they cannot fashion mine. They are free men, 


Oo} 


and so am I and shall so remain. 

And so for the fraudulent silver dollar, worth but ninety cents, I am 
not in favor of it, not even to secure a return to this House. I am 
not waiting to see what political success requires. Other men can 
do that if they choose; I will not. This country cannot afford to be 
other than truly and nobly honest with her creditors at home and 
ber friends abroad, who have trusted in her integrity and her honor. 

If we were a creditor nation it would not be a matter of such vast 
importance what became of our national credit and honor, but then 
it would be sad enough to lose it; but now, when we must have the 
confidence of the money powers of the world, as we are the great 
borrower and must be for years, we must, for the financial interest 
of our people, rich and poor alike, maintain the national honor our 
fathers left us,and then we can procure money in the money markets 
of the world at a low rate of interest. It is the same exactly with our 
nation as itis with anindividual. The merchant who enters New York 
or Chicago or any of our great cities for the purchase of goods must 
have a good credit; he must be known as a man of honor and integ- 
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rity, if he would buy on time and cheaply; but if he goes there with | 


money to pay for all he buys it matters little about his character. 
We are poor and we are young; we have only half the wealth per 
capita that is found in France or England, and we are in debt toa 
vast amount compared with the indiviinual wealth in those countries. 
France has over eighteen hundred millions more wealth among her 
people than we have, and they are able to take care of their national 
indebtedness at home largely, and nearly the same is the truth with 
England. France has a larger national debt than the United States, 
and so has England, by far; but it is taken care of and carried by 
French and British subjects; so it is really no injury to them, as the 
interest these governments pay is paid at home and does not drain 
the country of the gold and silver. 

The case is reversed with us. Being young and poor and developing 
rapidly and making necessarily vast improvements that require the 
expenditure of large amounts of money, the unemployed treasure is 
not with our people with which to float our national debt, and there- 
fore there is, there can be, no alternative but our money, our gold, 
must be sent abroad every year to pay the interest on our bonds held 
abroad. So every consideration in the way of political economy de- 
mands of us that we so conduct our national affairs as to reduce our 
interest to the lowest possible amount. How can this bedone? Can 
it be done by discounting our national credit? Who does not know 


enough to know that the only way to accomplish the funding of our | 


bonds at low rates of interest can only be done by making our na- 
tional character for integrity above reproach and above suspicion. 
There is but one honest way, there is but one manly way, there is 
but one traly noble way for us, and that is to pay our debts with the 
only money we have treated as money of account for sixty years at 
least, and ever since we came to be one of the great powers of the 
world, and in fact before that time, for we were hardly such in 1512 
and 1814, although we did send the British lion flying over the sea 
soon after silver was first dishonored. We must do right though the 
heavens fall. That is the only way for a great nation to do just en- 
tering upon its career. It is all folly about expecting to obtain gold 
enough to pay our debts in full before resuming; there is no such 
necessity upon us. There is no nation on earth that could do that. 
There is not gold and silver coin enough in the world to pay the debts 
of England and France. What we need to resume is a reasonable 


amount of the best standard of value in the world—say $200,000,000 ; | 


and then our Government properly administered and our great inter- 


ests properly protected and we are safe, and then we will have an | 


honest dollar for the rich man and the poor man; they will stand on 
the same level, stand as equals. 

here are a few things our country needs just now for the benefit 
of all classes and all sections of our land alike. 

And first and most important of all we need to have good-will and 
harmony prevail within all our borders. The disturbed condition of 
our country isa very great hinderance to the revival of business. No 
man who is not asleep can doubt it. The money nerve is a very sen- 


sitive one. Money does not flow out from its safe retreat, when once | 


hidden away, unless it sees safety before it. Moneyed men do not 
ordinarily launch their treasures out on a stormy sea when the same are 
safely stored in a quiet harbor. And while the cry of war is reverber- 
ating through the land against the bondholder and the banker, and 
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| general amnesty bill. 


| year to prevent us from regaining what she helped destroy. 
| we sit still and behold the loss and do nothing, simply nothing, to 


93 
ere 
mob law is breaking forth and threatening destruction upon capital, 
money, capital will remain out of sight and will touch no enterprise, 
set the wheels of no mills in motion, build no railroads, deepen no 
rivers, build no canals, rear no cities, employ no labor, and you can- 
not help it. Legislation will not callit out; it will not come at any- 
body’s bidding. ~ You cannot force it; it will stay, and the poor may 
pray in vain for work; it will not come until the storm is past and 
the maddened waves are still. 

So I say we want peace, North and South, and we must have it, 
or prosperity will not come to us. One section must not war upon 
another or we can have no peace, no such peace as will give capital 
contidence in the stability of our Government. Harmony must prevail 





| in all the land, and then capital will cease to hide away; then the 


great West will wake to a new life, and the wheels of industry will 
again be set in motion; and the way to bring this good-will and har- 
mony in my opinion is to put away the disturbing intluences begotien 
by the late internal strife. So I would pass, as soon as may be, a 
There is no earthly reason why this question 
should be postponed. The few men in the South still under the ban of 
the Constitution should be set free. The continuance of that disa- 
bility is only a useless barrier to the general good-will the country 
needs, and a true statesmanship demands its removal. It is only a 
source of trouble, a breeder of ill-feeling while it remains, working 
no good to anybody. It may be politically unpopular; in some sec- 
tions of the North it will be; but that should not stand in the way 
a single day, a single hour. Wipe it out, and my word for it we shall 
be better friends, better neighbors, and the country will be the better 
for having done it; and I ask my republican friends to vote for the 
measure, 

We must have harmony, and we cannot afford to wait. Our cour- 
try cannot afford to wait any longer. Our country needs, labor and 
capital need, the early completion of the Northern Pacific Railroad 
and another transcontinental road below the snow line of our coun- 
try, and it should be built, even though the National Government 
should have to aid the building in a measure. The vast trade of the 
Pacific slope should not be tied to one great monopoly. Statesman- 
ship demands the construction of a southern railroad to the Pacific, 
and by aiding these great enterprises the idle thousands in our land, 
longing and praying for work, will rejoice in a new life and in a pros- 
perity that will make the nation glad, indeed, and laboring-men 
happy. The nation needs, labor needs, that we should regain our 
lost position upon the seas. When the great civil war burst upon us 
our sails whitened every ocean, lake, and river; our steamers and 
merchant ships plowed all waters and visited all lands. England, 
taking advantage of our unfortunate circumstances, aided in sweep- 
ing our commerce from the oceans, and now she pays $5,000,000 per 
Shall 


regain it? France pays nearly $5,000,000 per year in aid of her for- 
| eign commerce, and by this aid to the ocean steamship lines France 
and England control the markets of the world. Shall they be per- 
mitted to do so forever and this great country quietly submit? Shall 
English bottoms carry our mails across the ocean and we make no 
effort to prevent it? Is that the way to provide for the labor of our 
country? 

The history of our foreign commerce teaches a lesson that shonld 
be of use to us. It tells the whole story of itself. We are at a great 
disadvantage as compared with Great Britain in finding new markets 
for our manufactures, and this comes principally, in fact almost wholly, 
| from the superior facilities offered by a wise plan of postal steamship 
communication between England and other nations where she looks 
for trade. The intercourse thus opened by England, and maintained, 
carries with it all the necessities for building up an immense trade. 

We need only compare the trade of the United States and England 
with those countries with wh‘ch their steam postal facilities are near|y 
equal to see the whole subject. Take our neighbor republic, Mexico, 
lying close by our side. The Mexican goverrment pays for having a 
mail line of American steamers sapported between Vera Cruz and 
New York and Vera Cruz and New Orleans, also between Acapulco 
and other Pacific Mexican ports and New York, via the Isthmus of 
Panama, and from those ports to San Francisco. We are so far situ- 
ated as favorably as England to gain and hold the trade with that 
power, and what is the result? The result is, we divided the trade 
of that republic last year almost equally with England. England 
sold to Mexico $4,400,000 of manufactured goods and we sold in the 
same time $4,700,000. 
| Central America may be used as another illustration. Central 
| America has connection with England by two lines of mail steamers, 
| with the United States by one line; and out of $15,000,000 imports 
| last year, we supplied $5,000,000 and England $10,000,000. 


We find another valuable illustration in our trade with the United 
States of Colombia. We have two lines of steamers running there, 
and England has two. Of $38,000,000 of goods imported into that 

| country last year we furnished $4,000,000, and England the same. 

| The west coast of South America will give us another good lesson 
in this direction. Taking the west coast of South America, exclusive 
of the United States of Colombia, and out of $23,000,000 we sold 
$3,000,000, and England $20,000,000, and our three millions were largely 
made up of lumber, petroleur Why this difference ? 
There must be a cause for it, for these countries are our near neigh- 
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bors and the wide ocean separates them from England. Our com- 
munications with them tells the whole story. We are dependent for 
our connection with the west coast south of Panama upon a heavily 


} 


subsidized English line of steamers whose interest it is to build up | 


and strengthen the British trade with those countries and kill ours. 
To the east coast of South America we furnished $15,000,000, and 
England the vast sum of $55,000,000. And why this state of things? 


Why is it that England steals the trade from our very doors? Let | 


facts answer. With the east coast we had no communications what- | 


ever and England has constant communication by subsidized steam 
lines with China and Japan. Our communication by steam is about 
one-third that of England, and we sold those countries last year 
$10,000,000, while England sold them $30,000,000 

Do we need to carry these illustrations any further to demonstrate 
most clearly the failure of our country to compete successfully with 
England in our foreign trade? It is seen at once that where we stand 
equal our trade is fully equal to England, and where our communi- 
cation is small our trade is small in proportion. 

As a measure of wisest political economy, our Government shoald 


so encourage our mercantile marine as to build up and establish our | 


forcign trade. It is the truest wisdom financially. Our mails should 
not be carried over the waters of the world in British bottoms. Why 
should they? When our great national trouble came upon us Ameri- 
can ships were carrying to distant markets 100 per cent. more of our 
goods than British ships. At the close of the war British vessels were 
carrying over 100 per cent. more of our goods than American vessels 
were. And we have made no gain on these unpleasant figures since. 
llow can this be remedied? There is but one solution of this ques- 
tion. Extend the helping hand of the nation to our merchant marine. 

Phat will surely do the work. And the only question that admits of 
consideration before proceeding to give that aid is an economical one. 
Will it pay? Will the money return to us after few or many days? 
And we answer in the aflirmative, it will, and speedily, and in more 
ways than one. It will give us back our proud position on the seas; 
it will send the hum of busy life into every ship-yard in the land and 
give employment to a hundred thousand skilled and unskilled labor- 
ers, and thus the poor man will be blessed indeed ; it will employ ten 
thousand sailors and more,now waiting and watching on stinted 
allowances, aud thus gladden the hearts of thousands upon thousands 
more. And thus a market will be created at home that will more 
than repay to the country all the little aid required to work this 
change which would be such a blessing to the people of this land. 
The vew revenues we should gather from the vast increase from for- 
eign trade would doubtless doubly repay to the nation all the aid 
extended, 

But, you may reply, the country is opposed to subsidies; both po- 
litical parties have so proclaimed in their great political conventions. 

Does that conclude statesmen from doing what the needs of the 
country demand? I hope not. Do party platforms, gotten up to 
carry the votes of men upon whose passions the demagogue can 
practice his art of deceiving, utter the real sentiments of the intelli- 
gence of the vation always? Not by any means. Could the people 
everyWhere view this subject in its true light and realize the impor- 
tance of the measure the voice would come up here like the sound of 
muiny waters demanding the adoption of the measure, and the revival 
of business now prostrate or languishing would be bright with hope. 
I cannot but think the time has come when we can no longer with- 
bold a helping hand to our mercantile marine; that longer indiffer- 
ence will be acrime against the suffering workingmen, and thus a 
crime against the nation, for the nation’s weal is closely related to 
the welfare of labor and the prosperity of the laborer. The laborer 
cannot be despondent and suffering without injuring the national 
life and happiness. There can be no general, wide-spread prosperity 
when labor is depressed and the workingman disheartened. We need 
the help foreign trade will bring us and we need the building up of 
a national mercantile marine for the reasons above indicated and 
others that could be given if time allowed. 

Our constantly increasing capacity to become one of the leading 
commercial nations ought to excite our national pride. Our agricult- 
ural productions are the basis of our prosperity in a very large degree; 
they already exceed those of any other country on the globe and are 
rapidly increasing. In many ways our condition and our position is 
a controlling one. We have given respectability to labor as no other 
country has done in the world, and have increased its productiveness 
to a wonderful extent. We stand second to none in mechanical skill 
and industry. Our mineral wealth issimply fabulousand unexcelled on 
earth, and we are to-day supplying American iron to British workshops. 
Our coal-tields are of vast extent and almost beyond the possibility of 
exhaustion and near the surface, while the coal-beds in England are 
rapidly failing; but Great Britain looks steadily after her interests, 
and there is no sea or inlet where the vessels of her mercantile ma- 
rine do not penetrate. Shall we learn wisdom of the greatest com- 
mercial nation in the world? She snatches a large share of the trade 
from our very doors. As it now stands, a person from Rio de Janeiro 
desiring to buy goods in the New York market would beobliged to go to 
Liverpool and thence to New York, and, as a consequence, he does but 
seldom, if ever, go there, but buys his goods in Liverpool. And we 
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see. It is too plain to be misunderstood by any man. Th 

duty is clearly blazed, and shall we not walk therein? Stal) we , 
fuse to aid our shipbuilding interests and thus permit Great »);. 
and France to monopolize the carrying trade and the eon), 
traflic of the world? Economy answers no. The idle labore 
he sees the truth,will answer no, and we should say no as a nat 
This Congress should say no. We should not deceive ourselvo. 
be deceived by the cry against the republican party. Und 
all the evils from which this country are suffering to-day are {}), 
sult of our terrible civil war; the financial needs 01 the country w), 
confronted with the great crime of rebellion compelled the jssi, of 
irredeemable paper money and the creation of a gigantic debt, 'P)yi. 
great change in our financial affairs sent the precious metals fr 
country, and the substitution of paper money for the real, ay 
real, money of the world led to a vast and unparalleled iner 
wages, in wild and speculative enterprises, in illegitimate ay | 
advised undertakings, in the wildest extravagance—nationa!, yy), 
ipa), and individual—the world has everseen or will see. Mey - 
crazy to become rich in a day, and many did; and those who }yad 
lived moderately theretofore became suddenly discontented with t}y 
lot and imagined the day had come for them to leap at once into 
charmed circle of the millionaire, and they lost all care for econo, 
borrowed where they could, and grasped what came within { 
reach, and riotous living was the order of the day ; politicians « 
certain sort stooped to any dishonesty to obtain place and power 
sold their votes and their influence to the bighest bidder, seckiyy 
wealth and place at any cost to character and name, and thus came 
the Credit Mobilier scandal and many others we will not meut 
all proving the demoralizing influence of unlimited money or thi 
used in the place of money. 


This mania for wealth called for all kinds of extravagance, and 


8 nor 


nthe 
' 


an i 


| Europe flooded our markets and France stowed our warehouses 


millions upon hundreds of millions in value of goods we did n , 
and, to make our ruin more certain, the Government reduced « 
tariff 10 per cent. when it should have been advanced 20, and thy 
inadequate duties encouraged the importation of foreign goo 
we sent abroad hundreds of millions of gold and silver dollars to 
for that we did not need; and now we are reaping our reward; t! 
isall. The prices paid for labor rose to such a height that iu 
tion rolled in upon us from every quarter of the globe, and the 
ernment has failed to furnish employment for the millions ou 
flated prices and great wages called to our shores; and the problem 
is how upon us to provide for them. Was it the republican part 
that called to this country the five millions of laboring-men in t 
brief period of six or seven years? Was it the republican party t 
sent gold up to 255, and prices accordingly? By no means. 1 
party that repealed the Missouri compromise in 1530 sent gold in Iso4 
to 285. The party that attempted criminally and fraudulently to 
fasten the crime of slavery on Kansas and Nebraska in 1453 and iso4 
sent gold up to 285 in 1464. The party that fired on Fort Sum 
frightened gold and silver from our country and filled the laud 
depreciated paper and burdened the old flag with a national debt it 
can bardly carry and still float in its former beauty and glory. 1 
men who swept the South and its loyal thousands with that uw 
war upon the Union and crazed the southern people so that the bra 
and eloquent words of the eminent gentleman who sits in the area 
here, and many others, could not stay the swelling tide nor still the 
storm of war that rolled in such fury over the South—such meu as 
these made the war and made the inflated prices and made the 
national debt; and they need not shake their gory locks at us, we 
did not doit. But, sir, I fain would let such unpleasant matters of 
history sleep, and sleep forever, but it cannot be if honorable gent! 
men will persist in eternally flinging in our faces the baseless charg 
that the class legislation of the republican party (the grandest part) 
that ever had a being) occasioned the want and suffering at this time 
afilicting us. Let history speak and then we will be silent, but never 
more till then. We would rejoice to behold a disposition from all 
sections of our common country to let by-gones be by-gones, as the 
great democratic standard-bearer of 1876 advised, and then we could 
proceed quictly and impartially and dispassionately to meet the ne- 
cessities now upon us and which are so clamorously demanding ‘ 
attention. 

These necessities are mostly the result of a great national calamity, 
which we all regret now, I trust; but, in a spirit of kindness and 
with an eye to the utmost economy consistent with the suilerings 
and wants of the people, we should proceed to devise ways and meats 
to tide our poor peopie and laboring classes and business men, so Lat 
as may be, over this trying time in our history asa nation. It can 
do no good to stand and call each other pet names, and we should 
have wisdom enough to stop such foolery. 

So I call upon all good men and true, here and throughout our land, 
to give us a lift just now when we need it most, and let that aupleas- 
ant past, that bitter past, which only brings us sorrow when recalled, 
sleep, and sleep forever. We are here in our father’s house, and we 
will be glad and rejoice together if you will. Is not this the way o! 
wisdom? I think | know enough to know, if the tables had bee! 
turned through all the years of our national life and we of the North 





see this is also true of all South American ports. Shall it so remain? | had been in the South and you in the North under the same educa 
| tion as each have had in the past, you would have been fighting 0- 


‘That is the question. 
We cannot blind our eyes to the truth. 


We may not say we do not | der the Stars and Stripes in the late conflict, and we should have wet 
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many a red field of battle under the waving stars and bars 
other ensign of our devising. But this is all over now, and 
the path of duty should be plain to us, too plain for us to wander far 
sway unwittingly. 

There is no true statesmanship in inflaming the laboring populace 
against the capital of the country. The honest, the wise, the true 
statesman Will employ his wisdom and his eloquence in blending 


you on 


or some 


these two great and all-controlling forces into one great and united | 


movement, to lift the country out of the trouble that is now upon 
her, and in speeding the day of the deliverance of all our people 
from the sufferings they now endure. Such statesmanship will coun- 


«] bravery on the part of our heroic people in enduring the woes | the bleeding armies, that clothed the land in mourning and covered it 


that are unavoidable and in waiting patiently for the lifting of the 
cloud and the cheering light of day, which will surely come. 

The true statesman the country needs in the North and in the 
South, in the East and in the West, at such a time as this, will not 
flatter the criminal striker or mollify him with honeyed words. He 
will not encourage the bloody-handed mob in their insane and wicked 
attempts to wrest by fire and force from the hand of capital the earn- 
ings of a life-time of industry and economy. No,never. Such states- 
men will, in no uncertain sound, proclaim the criminality of such 
conduct, no matter who the actors, whether laboring-men or mer- 
chants, employés of merchants, or lawyers. 

Such wild attempts to crush out law and order as surged through 
the city of Pittsburgh last July, until that great city became the sport 
and plaything of an angry, besotted mob, and life and property were 
simply toys with which it played, and blood flowed in the streets, 
and the flames swallowed up millions of precious treasure the needy 


necessary, With the saber and the bullet and the cannon and the 
bayovet. And I would have a standing army to protect the innocent 
and the peaceful, the industrious and law-abiding; his home and his 
property must be sacred in the eyes of the law, and that law must be 
enforced, no matter whom it hurts. There is no other way of safety. 
Law must be maintained, and at any cost of blood or treasure; the 
life of the nation demands it, the best interests of all labor demand 
it, and every interest in human society demands it. There is no 
other way; and when the honorable gentleman from California [ Mr. 
LvuT?rRELL] asks, as he did when the Army bill was under discussion, 
of another honorable gentleman on this side of the House, “if he 
would keep a standing army to shoot down laboring-men ?” I answer 


unhesitatingly and unequivocally yes, shoot down laboring-men when | 


they become criminals and beyond the control of the law; shoot 


class of men who willfully and wickedly take the law into their own 
hands and trample upon life and property and the most sacred rights 
of wan; then they must be put down, and with the cannon and the 
sword if necessary. 

Ithink I have made myself understood. 
without any fear of political consequences. I hope the gentleman 
understands me. And I would employ still stronger language in 
condemnation of the men eugaged in the wicked riots of last sum- 
mer if I possessed the ability. There is no language too severe with 
which to characterize such miscreants, and the man anywhere who 
seeks to foment such wickedness and wurder is an enemy to the 
country in which he lives. 

Listen for a moment to this delectable language, taken from an 
important New York City paper: 

The telegraph brings us word that the Secretary of the Treasury has destroyed 
during the last month $1,396,512 of greenbacks, the only legal-tender money in cir- 
culacion. These greenbacks are daily selling for ninety-seven and one-fourth cents 
on adollarin gold. ‘This has all been done for the avowed purpose of getting rid 


of the best money that was ever made, and for the real purpose of robbing the 
people of that amount of money and giving it to the banks. 


And now please listen : 
Would not a brigand, a burglar, a horse-thief, a highway robber, a pickpocket, a 


hief, who would take one-half of that amount from the people, deserve to be im- 
prisoned for life, or hung by a mob to a lamp-post, or taken into a public square 


and shot? 


I have endeavored to 


Yet these legalized public robbers are robbing the people in this | 


way every month without anybody to molest them or make them 
afraid. What do you think of such language, my friends, sent out 
broadcast over our country at such a time as this, when ten thousand 
men are in a state of rebellion and disorder in our cities? What is 
the tendency of such violent and unfounded declarations? Is it not 
bloodshed and red-handed murder of the innocent citizen ? 
Just such appeals as that, I fear, have been raised in this House and in 
the other end of the Capitol. And it is full time honorable members 
of both sides of this House grew more careful of the language they 
employ when heated in debate. It is time we learned to care more 
lor our country, and its safety and welfare, than for any political 
party or the enjoyment of any political office. 

And in conclusion I have but a word to add. I love my country. 
I trust we all do that. And I ask my southern friends to let the 
everlasting and ever-recurring cry of republican class legislation pass 
away, and forever. It can only stir up bitterness here. It can only 
drift us away from each other and make our intercourse less pleasant, 
and the good we can do our country here of less moment ; and then 
we will proceed to the building of the waste places in our country 
and restoring the old-time friendship. 

I call upon the great West, with her millions swarming along the 


| Restore the tariff rates of 1465, and the work is done. 


| ment of your own. 


And yet | 
| any section. 
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father of waters and the great rich valley it drains, to make no war 
upon the East. She is your mother. Make up no mouths at her. 
You will degrade yourself in doing thus. But give your time and 
energies to the improvement of your mighty rivers, capable of tloat- 
ing the commerce of the world. Countenance no war of labor on 
capital. It willnotdo. All the interests dear to Americans forbid it. 

I have spoken very plainly. I will do so while I have aseat upon 
this tloor. So, I repeat, I do not charge upon the republican party 
the brood of woes that trouble us and under which the people stag- 
ger. It did not give them birth. The clash of arms, the rolling 
drum, the booming cannon, the blaze of battle, the crimson field, and 


over with graves did that. 
peace.” 
But you may ask, how will the ways and means be supplied by the 


But let that sorrow pass. “Let us have 


, Government to meet the added expenditure necessary to lift our suf- 


fering thousands to their feet and steady them there until the tinan- 
cial night is passed? That is a fair and legitimate question; and I 
will as fairly and frankly answer it according to the light I have. 
Then we were 


on the flood-tide of success, as you all proclaim. Then give us the 


| good old times of 1865 once more, and, my word for it, the old craft 


of state will sail triumphantly through the waves, and our people 
will be happy. 

But our southern friends tell us that is class legislation for the rich 
manufacturers of New England and Pennsylvania and New York. 
That is not true. I say to the South, withits sunny clime and fertile 


| lands, open wide the doors of your beautiful land and invite the cap- 
could ill afford to lose—such criminality must be put down, and, if | 


italist of New England to settle there, and save for you and him the 


| millions you fling away or send over the sea to feed and clothe the 


poor of England, and to increase, build up, and strengthen her foreign 
trade and her merchant marine to the degradation and discourage- 
And in less time than you dream your streams 
and rivers will swarm with busy life, and the hum of the whirling 
spindle and the click of the flying loom will make the South vocal 


| all over with their cheering music; and then a protective tariff will 


suit you, as it now does the manufacturers of the North and the 
wool-grower and wheat-grower of the West. 

The exhaustive process of sending your staple (cotton) abroad, if 
continued another century, will make the South a desert. Adopt the 
other theory and it will bud and blossom in unrivaled beauty, and 
the great State of Texas, containing more wealth undeveloped than 


| allof France, will in one short decade send her merchant ships to 
them down, or any other men, lawyers, merchants, or doctors, or any | 


every port, as she can feed almost countless millions when she fos- 


| ters diversity of labor and supplies a large market at home for her 
| people. 


The free trade folly must be abandoned. We have only to 
follow in the wake of old England, who now is endeavoring to lure 
us into her trap. 

For four hundred years she protected her industries by the most 
cruel and tyrannical prohibitive laws the world has ever seen, punish- 
ing the least infraction thereof by fines, banishment, and death, and 
continued until she grew so strong she could successfully defy the 
world, and she proudly and truly claimed to be the workshop of the 
world. Such is England. 

So little Belgium, only a little larger than Maryland—‘“ My Mary- 
land”—by the steady and unwavering protection she has afiorded her 
people from the nations around her, has increased her wealth beyond 
all calculations and kept her people at home, until she numbers them 
at five millions of happy and contented souls. 

And I challenge any man to point me toa nation which has become 


| impoverished and lost its power where it steadily maintained a thor- 


oughly protective policy, and I challenge any man to a time in the 
history of this Republic, save when some great war has disturbed our 
values, when we have not grown rich under a protective policy, and 
when we have not exhausted our national Treasury under tree trade 
when long continued. 

A practical demonstration of a theory is worth ten thousand times 
ten thousand theories unproved and resting on the conjectures of 
the dreamers of the schools. Give us the theory that has made us rich 
and fling away all such as makes us poor. 

There is, there can be, but one way for us to work ourselves out of 
our present troubles. We cannot do it by dishonesty. We cannot 
do it by sitting down and folding our hands in despair either, and 
growling at the circumstances surrounding us. We cannot do it by 
the censure and sounding condemnation of any body, any party, or 
We can only accomplish it by rigid and universal 
economy, nationally and individually, and economy should be the 
rule, and not the exception; and the rule of absolute honesty must 
be practiced. All swindlers must be condemned and, where found 
guilty, punished with a certainty that shall strike terror to the hearts 
of evil-doers. The Government must be economical and at the same 
time it must be generous. It must furnish work for the idle hands 
now folded in despair, so far as it may consistently, not doing so ex- 
travagantly and wildly, but savingly and carefully. It must, at this 
time of trial and distress, open its hand and feed the hungry, but in 
payment for services rendered in carrying forward to completion the 
public improvements already commenced, and in the making and 
building of others needed and necessary for the public good, and 
increasing our working forces in the various Departments, now far 


behind for the want of help. When we realize that there are over 
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twenty thousand letters unanswered by the Medical Department at 
Washington, inquiries from the Pension Office, and which must be 
answered before the poor soldiers who fought for the flag of the Union 
when assailed by its foes can obtain the dues from the country they | 
saved they are justly entitled to, can any man say it is economy to 
refuse such help as is necessary to hasten the relief to which these 
men areentitled, and when there aresuffering men and starving women 
and children erying for the food and shelter such work would give 
them? We should increase our Army by ten thousand men; yes, by 
twenty thousand. And we have the carefully expressed word of Gen- 
eral McClellan for it; that such acourse will be in the certain direction 
of national economy; and does he not know about as much about it 
as the civilians on this floor who never drilled a squad or fired a gun ? 
Why, the wisdom of the advocates in this House of an army of fifteen 
thousand men for this great rich country, with its thousands upon 
thousands of miles of hostile border to protect is absolutely ludicrous, 
and must be a source of merriment to the military men of the world. 
McClellan was undoubted authority a few years since, when the war 
for the Union over at Chicago was declared a failure. Why is his 
opinion of so little value now? Why do the honorable members on 
the other side give him no credit for wisdom to-day? He tells us it 
would be economy for the Government to maintain a much larger 
army. Does he know anything about it? General McClellan is thor- 
oughly educated, not only in theory as to the cost of asmall anda 
large army, but he has the practical knowledge necessary to enable 
him to give valuable advice in this direction, and yet his words are 
unheeded, when to regard them would be to give employment to at 
least twenty thousand men, thus relieving the country of that num- 
ber of idle and suffering men and thinning the ranks by twenty 
thousand of the tramps in the land, that are supported at the expense 
of the people, at a vastly greater cost than it would be to the nation 
to support them in the Army. 

Then, I say, increase our Army ; give the learned and experienced 
General credit for some wisdom. But, on the contrary, our demo- 
cratic friends say, cut the Army down yet smaller. Why is this? 
Can any man answer intelligently and not proclaim the fact that it 
isin the interest of political quackery? Can they reply without 
stating it is in the interest of a fraudulent cry of retrenchment and 
reform for political effect and that alone? And our democratic 
friends who refuse to increase the Army and refuse to give the de- 
sired and necessary clerical force in the Departments at Washington, 
so that the necessary work may be done for the interest of the suf- 
fering ex-soldiers of the nation, and who refuse to aid in making the 
necessary public improvements, are continually crying out against 
the republican party, charging it with the thousands of idle men who 
can obtain no work. 

You charge the republican party with the destruction of business 
and you ring the changes on the falling mercantile houses, and you 
do this in the face of the fact that more than double the failures have 
occurred in the Canadas during the last year that have transpired in 
the United States,in proportion to the population. Do you charge 
the Canada failures on the republican party? You see this charge 
will not bear inspection. 

he great trouble with the country is that labor is standing still. 
Nobody bids the laborer “ go work in my vineyard.” And why not? 
Becanse they have frightened capital from the field. Our people 
want work. It is not so much the amount of wages as employment 
they are praying for, or should be. Labor is paid better and higher 
wages in this country to-day than in any other on the globe, and better 
and higher wages than was ever paid in this country before, save dur- 
ing the war of the rebellion, when two millions of men were in the 
Army, and since the war, when the country was filled with cheap 
money caused by the rebellion. 

In 1850 the average wages of the male laborer, of all classes, was 
eighty-five cents per day; in 1560, $1.02; at the present time, about 
$1.39. And thus it is seen it is not the amount of wages per day that 
troubles us, but the want of work. Give the people work, then ; that 
is the great and overwhelming necessity that is upon us. And let 
every poor man who stands waiting for employment understand that 
the man who wars on capital is an enemy of labor, and that any 
political party that fails now to hear the cry of the laborer sweeping 
over the al and fails to send labor to the waiting workwen is an 
enemy of the poor man. Let the poor remember that capital is their 
only hope, and that while it remains hidden away and dares not come 
forth to send the ships over the sea or the spindles to whirling the 
poor will ery and pray in vain for help. 

History is only repeating itself in this country, as it is in others 
also. One financial extreme follows another as certainly as summer 
follows winter or as storm follows calm, and ever will; and com- 
plaining will not help us. It may supply a little capital for the 
political quack for the moment; that is all. O God! that men 
should be so few who dare to stand for the right and for the truth 
and so many who care more for party than for country. Give us | 
men who dare stand on higher ground than political success and 
party triumph. Give us men—politicians—who will go up on the 
high lands, where the clear, pure breezes play, up out of the political 
fogs and party miasmas and stand there and battle for the truth, for | 
peace, for harmony, and for political and financial honesty and honor, | 
and the sight will be refreshing to the people and the world. Then 
the Government will speedily extend a helping hand and life and 
activity will have a new and glorious birth. Our ship-yards will | 
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be scenesof industry, and our public buildings will goforward , 

to completion; our rivers will swarm with new life and the er... 
distress will cease. The eminent gentleman from Ohio {Mr. k = ae 
wailed forth a sigh here that was thrilling indeed. Saidhe: 


O God! that bread should be so dear 
And flesh and blood so cheap. 


It was an eloquently worded wail, but it is so deceptive 
shrewdly calculated to sweep on the wave of excitement avainst ea,, 
ital that I could not altogether admire the effort, notwithstandin. 
admired the eloquence and ingenuity of the honorable and dist; 
guished gentleman in his way of — it. 


and sé 


If he had said to th, 
almiring galleries, who cheered him so lustily : “My friends, we ayo 
in trouble ; you are in trouble. The great war of the rebellion th : 
the republican party and the Douglas democrats put down cayser) 
this trouble, and it all came upon us by our folly and wickedness. ay, 
there is no way out of this sea of woe but by working ont lik« : 
and enduring bravely the trials we must meet on the way :” a, dit 
he then had counseled in the able manner he is so capable of doy z 
a just and generous liberality by the Government in bearing or assist. 
ing the people to bear the heavy burdens of the hour, then a comine 
generation would sing his praises. But he did no such manly thine 
On the contrary, he went down to the pitifal task of manufacturiny 
political capital ont of the unfortunate situation bronght upon us by 
an unholy war upon the flag of our country. Will the world admire 
such a course by and by, when the mists have cleared away and men 
can see more perfectly than now? Ithinknot. The time is coming 
soon when all will see that honesty is the best policy for a nation as 
for an individual, whether in adversity or prosperity, and the so 


her 
that time arrives the better for us as a people. 


REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 


Mr. MAYHAM. Mr. Speaker, I have listened with deep interes 
the discussion on this floor of the grave and important financial, 
tions that now agitate the people of this country and in a grea 
or less degree occupy the attention of all classes of citizens; a 
can but feel a profound regret at the apparent effort to creat: 
public mind an imaginary antagonism between labor and capital ; ly 
tween the poor and the rich ; between the producer aud the consumer; 
between the creditor and the debtor. 

Such antagonism is, inmy judgment, alike unnecessary, unnat 
and unwise. It requires but little reflection to see and und 
that withont capital labor would be both unproductive and unr 
munerative; that without labor capital could not be advantage: 
employed; without the creditor the poor would be shorn ot « 
their chief resources for engaging in profitable business ; and withou 
the debtor capital would remain idle in the vaults of the banks o1 
safes of the rich. Thus it will be seen that each is mutually 
pendent upon the others for most if not all of its profits and a 
tages, and either would be paralyzed and practically powerles 
out the aid and assistance derived from the other. 

If these propositions be true, then sound political economy consist 
in a proper regard for the interests of both labor and capital, and 
unjust or invidious distinction by class legislation by which eithe: 
gaius a temporary advantage of the other can but result in ultimat 
injury to both by paralyzing or dwarfing the one or the other 
thus, directly or indirectly, weakening both. 

It isin view of the premises above stated that I ask the attentior 
of the House for a short time while I endeavor to apply these gi 
eral principles to the consideration of the proposition now pending 
before this House to remonetize silver; or, in other words, to dis« 
the propriety of restoring the country to its original redeemable 
power by re-establishing the constitutional coin of the country, which 
was weakened by the act of Congress of 1873, demonetizing silver 
In the discussion of this question I shall endeavor not to lose sight of 
the constitutional provisions which seem to be at the foundation o! 
our whole financial and monetary system as established by our fathers 
and incorporated in the organic law of the country, for I believe that 
in times of financial distress like the present, when the credit alik« 
of the country and individuals is in peril, when doubt and uncer- 
tainty hang like a pall over the entire people ; when in the uncertain 
and ever-changing light of the future the disastrous shoals and quick- 
sands are dimly seen looming up in the distance, upon which national 
and individual credit are alike imperiled, the only safe and reliable 
light to which we may turn as a beacon to guide us aright is t! 
great light provided in the Constitution, which at all times remai 
stationary, which no gust of passion, prejudice, or avarice can change, 
but in the light of which, if heeded, the financial pilot may steer lis 
precious craft into a harbor of safety and repose. 

The Constitution of the United States, section 8 of article 1, pro 
vides that Congress shall have power— 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin. 

Under this provision of the Federal Constitution, Congress as early 
as April 2, 1792, adopted a standard of value for silver coin, at that 
time authorized and coined as money; and at the same time esta 
lished a gold coin, regulating its value or the value of its unit or dol- 
lar. So that both these metals became standards of value, or were 
endowed by that act with certain equal purchasing power. From 
that time until the act of Congress of 1873, demonetizing silver, these 
coins of gold and silver floated equally current from hand to hance in 
the transaction of the ordinary business of the country not only, but 
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ve also the bases of redemption of all bank circulation, Govern- 
nt indebtedness, and individual contracts, and until the act of 
hruary 22, 1862, the only lawful money or legal tender in use for 
« payment and liquidation of all debts, public or private. 

In addition to the constitutional provision to which I have referred 
there is another which by direct implication makes gold and silver 
the only legal currency for the payment of debts. It is true that 
thie prohibition in terms is confined to the States, but its existence 
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| ness, it must be met in a like spirit, 


: and the question is one of suf 
ficient importance to challenge the careful and candid consideration 


| of every gentleman upon this floor. 


I assume for the purposes of this argument that these bonds should 
be paid in the legal currency or money of the country existing at the 


| time they were issued, and I will go even further than that, for the 
| purpose of this discussion, and concede that as to purchasers since the 


affords au irresistible and almost conclusive argument in favor of the | 


constitutional authority and guarantee of gold and silver coin asthe 
standard of value and redeemable power of the Federal Government. 
Section 10 of article 1 of the Constitution provides as follows: 


No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant titles of | ing to the conditions of the bond, and on the other hand the debtor 


mark or reprisal, coin money, emit bills of credit, make anything but gold and 
silver coin @ tender in payment of debts, &c. 


silver alike as the legal-tender coin of the country, without any dis- 
tinction or discrimination in favor of or against either; and under 
these two provisions of the Constitution the Congress of the United 
states has from the time of the adoption of that instrument exer- 
cised the power conferred by those provisions to coin money, both 
gold and silver, and make them the lawful money and legal tender 
in payment of all debts, both public and private. 

The power of Congress to exercise this right has never been doubt- 
ed: nor is the power at this time questioned by any person ; but the 
justice and expediency of its exercise at this time by Congress are 
strenuously denied; especially that of the remonetization of silver, 
so as to make it receivable in the payment of the principal and in- 
terest on the public debt. 
such a purpose is denounced by the bondholder or some of the cred- 
itor class as a partial repudiation of the public debt, and an act of 
bad faith toward the creditor class, 

If this be true to any extent, then it ought not to become a law, for 


this country cannot afford to repudiate or in any way to dishonor its | 1862, and the last January 20, 1871, and, that there may be no mis- 


just obligations; and [ do not believe that there is any sentiment in 
the country that favors one dime of repudiation. If there be any 
such sentiment it has not found an advocate on this floor, and if it 
did it would receive nothing but condemnation from me and the con- 
stituents whom I have the honor upon this floor to represent. 

But as the charge of repudiation is made with apparent serious- 


Debt bearing 


| Rate of 


Authorizing act. | interest. 


When redeemable. 


June 

Februa 
March 2, 1861 
July 17and August 5, 1861 
March 

March 

Mareh ‘ 

March 

March ‘ 

July 14, 1870, and Jan. 
July 14, 1870, and Jan. 
July 14, 1870, and Jan. 


5 per cent 
| 6 per cent 
.-- | 6 per cent 
6 per cent 
| 6 per cent | 
5 per cent 
6 per cent 
6 per cent.| 
| 6 per cent 


After January 1, 1874 


After June 30, 1881... 
After June 30, lx8l... | 
After March 1, 1874 
After July 1, 1870... 
After July 1, 1872.... 
After July 1, 1873.... | 
1891 | 
sae 


July 1, Ike5 
July 1, 1887. 
July 1, less. 
20,1871 | 5 per cent.| After May 1, 1881 
20, 1871.| 44 percent.| After September 1, 
20, 1871.| 4 per cent.) After July 1, 1907 


Total of debt bearing interest in coin 


resolution of March, 1°69, declaring that the bonds should be paid in 


the legal coin of the country, that they should be so paid, but further 
than than I will not go. 


That accords a full measure of justice to the public creditor, and 


| at the same time protects the tax-payer, who in this instance is the 


And the effort to remonetize silver for | 


When payable. 


| hand or extortion on the other; and is not this just and right ? 





debtor. On the one hand the creditor will be honestly paid accord- 


will be relieved from payment in terms more onerous and oppressive 


ae ; us | than that by the terms in which he agreed to pay. 
Here, then, we find explicit and unequivocal recognition of gold and | 


This will be equal and exact justice; not repudiation on the one 
Is 
there any good reason either in law or morals why the bond should 
be paid in a currency more valuable, of more purchasing power than 
that in which the contract was made? Shall the bondholder have 


| awarded to him by Congress any special immunities not given to other 
| creditors? Shall the public tax-payer be more oppressed in the pay- 


ment of these bonds than other debtors ? 
« For myself and my constituents I answer most emphatically, no! 


| But, Mr. Speaker, in determining this question let us not, under the 


influence of unwonted zeal, jump at conclusions or deal in assertions 
only. Let us go back to the time and history of the issue of these 
bonds and see whether there is anything so special, so sacred, so un- 
like other obligations as to place these securities on a higher plane 
or invest the holders of these securities with more exalted equities 
than other honest creditors. 

The chief, if not the entire, amount of these bonds were issued 


under acts of Congress, the first of which was approved February 22 


take as to the time of the passage of the several acts under which 
these bonds were issued, I call attention to an extract from thestate- 


| ment of public debt by the Secretary of the Treasury for the month 


of December, 1°77, in which the Secretary gives a detailed statement 
of the debt, bearing interest in coin, and refers to the various acts 
under which the bonds were issued. 


interest in Coin, 


Amount outstanding. 


Interest payable. rie —— —_ ees 


Registered | Coupon. Total 


| 
I 


| January and July.......| 
| January and July.......| 
January and July ‘ 
| January and July - | 126, 
| January and July sr oe 
March and September 
January and July 
January and July | 
January and July.....-. 
Fr. M. A. and N 50 00 
| M.J.S. and D 29. 200 OO 
J cae 59, 36 


$260, 000 00 


13, &2 


$260, 000 00 
18, 415, 000 00 

045, 000 00 
189, 321, 350 00 
75, 000, 000 00 
194, 566, 400 00 
116, 903, 350 OO 
310, 617, #00 00 
37, 465, 300 00 
508, 440, 350 00 
200, 000, 000 00 
70, 000, 000 00 


000 00 | 
000 00 
36, 250 00 
600 00 
J) OO 
ru 
70 
800 00 | 
000 00 | 
100 00 
300 00 


}, O00 00 
285,100 00 
00 |} 
00 
00 
K 


750, 500 00 


00 
00 


). O76 


700 00 


294, 115, 500 00 


| 
950 00 | 1, 721, 934, 450 00 
| 


From this statement it will be seen that the entire bonded debt of | struggled for the ascendancy for more than half a century, and the 


the country, the interest of which is required to be paid in coin, was | 


created under acts authorizing the issue of bonds before the passage 
of the act of February 21, 1873, which demonetized silver. 

At the time, then, of the passage of the laws under which all the 
bonded debt of the country was created, as well as at the time of the 


was within the very letter of the bond lawful money for its payment 
and redemption. 


Congress regulating the coinage of the country. In 1791 Mr. Ham- 


ilton, then Secretary of the Treasury under Washington, in his report | 


to Congress, urged a bimetallic standard of gold and silver, and uses 
this language : 


To admit the use of either and not both these metals as money is to abridge the | by an act of Congress approved on that day, and the weight of the 


quantity of cireulating medium of the world, and is liable to all the objections 


whic ; arise from the comparison of the benefits of a full with the evils of a scanty 
circulation. 


Mr. Jefferson, in commenting upon this recommendation of Mr. 
Hamilton, says : 


I concur with you that the mint must stand upon both metals. 


These great statesmen who were charged with the important duty 
of laying on a secure foundation the financial policy of this country, 
differing as they did upon many of the questions which arose during 
the first national administration, and to such an extent as to become 
the founders of two great political parties in this country, which 
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distinguishing features of which may still be traced in the political 
parties of to-day, agreed upon the important question of a dual 


metallic coinage and standard of values, composed of gold and sil- 
| ver, and their views were crystallized into form in the act of Con- 


| changed so that they stood 16 parts of silver to 1 part of gold. 


| gress of April 2, 1 
issue of the bonds, silver was legal coin of the country, and as such | 


792, which received the sanction of the: Father of 
his Country, by which the silver dollars of 416 grains and the gold 


dollars of 27 grains were declared equal in value and made the unit 


| of the United States currency, and were declared to be “legal tend- 
lo prove this needs but a brief examination of the various acts of | 


er in all payments whatsoever.” The ratio of gold to silver of this 
unit in weight was 1 to 15. This law remained unchanged until 
June 23, 1334, when the ratio or relative weight and fineness were 
On 
the Isth June, 1837, the relative weights were again slightly charyred 


silver dollar fixed at 4124 grains, in which it was again enacted that 
the coins of both metals, as established in that act, were legal tend- 


| ers in payment of all sums. 


Again, by the act of Congress of February 21, 1853, the relative 
weights were changed and the silver half dollar was reduced to the 


| weight of 192 grains and restricted as legal tender to sums of $5; but 


the weight of the silver dollar was not changed, and in none of these 
acts was the silver dollar demonetized or deprived of its legal-tender 
power, and that power was in no way abridged until the act of Feb- 
ruary 12, 1873, which as we have seen was long after the passage of the 


| acts under which the bonds were issued and long after these bonds 
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had been issned. The act of February 12, 157: 
ouly legal tender in coin for all sains above $5, created a silver trade- 
dollar of a given fineness at the standard weight of 420 grains, and 
made it a legal tender for all sums not exceeding $5 at its par or 
nou inal value. 

Thus we have briefly and hastily traced the policy of this country 
from its earliest existence down to 1873, a period of over eighty-one 
years, during all of which it has steadily and successfully sustained 
i bimetallic standard, and has maintained its credit at home and 
abroad, and although this nation has at times been called upon to 
defend its flag from foreign assault and internal conflict, it has never 
been called upon to defend its financial honor, nor has its credit ever 
in the slightest degree suffered when its basis of redeemable power 
has rested in gold and silver, 

Enough has been shown by this hasty review to prove without any 
extensive or elaborate examination of the relative value of these 


metals that there is no difficulty in adjusting by legislation from time | 


to time their relative values without any serious disturbance of any 
of the interests of the country, and at the same time retain and float 


same time the redeemable power of the country and greatly facili- 
tating that resumption so much desired by all, but about the time 
for Which there is such a wide diversity of opinion. But, sir, we 
are told with great emphasis and with apparent holy horror by the 
champions of the bonded interests of the country that the remone- 
tization of silver is a species of repudiation, and that all who favor 
tare repudiationists. Let us see, In what were these bonds by 
their terms payable? If we propose to pay them according to the 
terms of the contract, it is payment and not repudiation, and of that 
the holders cannot complain. 

The act of Congress approved Febrnary 25, 1862, authorized the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue $150,000,000 of bonds, known as 
tive-twenties, provided for the payment of the interest in coin, and 
at the same time directed the issue of a corresponding amount of 
legal tender notes and provided that the notes so issued should be 
a legal tender in payment of all debts, public or private, except 
duties on imports and interest on the public debt, which was re- 
quire d to be paid in com, 

Che act of Congress approved July 17, 1862, provided for the issue 
of bonds to the amount of $150,000,000 and provided for their pay- 
ment in coin, and the same is true of the act approved July 11, 18e2, 
for a loan by the Federal Government. 

The acts of March 3, 1863, March 3, 1864, and June 30, 1864, pro- 
viding for the issue of bonds in the aggregate to the amount of 
$1,500,000,000, each provide for payment in coin, and the act approved 
March 3, 1865, provides for a loan and the issue of bonds to the 
amount of $600,000,000 and makes them payable in coin or lawful 
money. It will be observed that in none of the acts authorizing 
these loans or the issue of bonds therefor are those bonds or the in- 
terest on the same required to be paid in gold coin, but the same is 
made payable in coin or other lawful money. 

Sir, What was meant in any or all these several acts by the word 
coin? Did it mean gold coin? The whole law of the country in ex- 
istence at that time, as well as the bonds themselves, forbid any such 
conclusion, It meant the legal coin of the country, consisting, as I 


have shown, ot gold and silver alike except when the law provided | 


for payment in “ other lawful money,” by which was meant legal- 
tender notes. 

l'o cover this latter class of bonds and to make all the obligations 
of the Government redeemable in coin, the act approved March 18, 
1nG9, which was the first act approved under President Grant’s ad- 
ministration, was passed. This act pledges the faith of the United 
States to the payment of all the obligations of the Government not 
bearing interest, known as United States votes, in coin or its equiva- 
leut, and the same act pledges the faith of the Government tothe pay- 
meut of all its obligations in coin. It will be observed that this act 
does not promise payment in gold coin, but only in the legal coin of 
the country. What was the legal coin of the country at that time? 
fhe answer comes back from the acts above referred to, gold and 
silver, each equal before the law. 

It follows, therefore, that payment in gold and silver is payment 
according to the laws under which the bonds were issued, according 
to the terms of the bonds themselves,and according to the act of 
April Ls, 1869, passed upon the specious pretext of strengthening 
the public credit. In none of these bonds, in none of these acts, 
have the people promised to pay gold exclusively; and to exact it 
now is not only a violation of the letter and spirit of the law and 
the bonds, but is a gross and flagrant violation of good faith and 
fair dealing toward the tax-payers. 

With these facts staring us in the face it will not do to insist 
that the restoration of silver to its redeemable power is a violation 


of the bond or repudiation of the rights of the bondholder. He | 


must be content with the fulfillment of the bond, with payment as 
therein provided, 

Sir, let us look for a moment at the effect upon the tax-payer pro- 
duced by the demonetization of silver. 1t has already been seen that 
payment of the public debt, principal and interest, must be made in 
the coin of the country. The withdrawal of all the silver coin from 


that purpose reduces correspondingly the redeeming power of the | 


3, made gold coin the | 


| power of the country. Is such a contraction just to the tax-paying 


these two metals side by side in all the banks and business of the | 
people, making them the standards or measures of value and at the | 
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the available paying resources of the Government, to that exte, 
the value or gees power of the remaining coin increases 
yet it will only pay dollar for dollar the amount claimed or « 

the bond. The bond will therefore be relatively as to t}, 
other property increased while the paying power of all othe; propert 
will be correspondingly diminished, when measured on|y | i, 
standard, and contraction in the face of our enormous debt 
carried beyond any former period in our history, by the withdraw. 
of about $200,000,000 of silver, which could be made available as eo;,, 
or bullion which is its equivalent, from the purchasing or redeenino 


ATV 
let 


Vaines of 


creditor class? Can it be justified upon the pretext that th, 
dollar since its demonetization has depreciated below par of vo), 
and the bondholder who agreed to take silver would not receive «. 
much as he would if paid in gold? 

Was it judicious while this debt, unprecedented in amount, rested 
like an incubus upon all the interests of the country except “i 
bonds, to demonetize and wipe out all the silver coin in the natior 
and at the same time secure to the privileged holders of bonds their 
principal and interest in gold? : 

Experience had demonstrated that gold and silver could safely anq 
properly form a bimetallic standard. The Constitution had provided 
for its establishment; laws had from time to time for a century heey 
enforced for its maintenance ; the wisest of statesmen, such as Hay, 
ilton, Jefferson, Washington, Jackson, Benton, Wright, and scores of 
others, had watched approvingly its operations and effects, and 


suver 
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| adequate reason had ever been given for its disuse. Not only had 
| ourown statesmen approved it, but the statesmen and bankers of the 


whole commercial world had signified their approval of its wisdoy 

Léon Fauchet, in discussing this question and the wisdom of the 
policy of Great Britain, says: 

If all the nations of Europe should establish a gold standard, the price of » 
would be raised and we should see produced in the commercial world a result 
lamentable enough. 

In the great monetary convention of bankers and merchants j, 
France in 1869, Baron Rothschild said : 

The simultaneous employment of two precious metals as standards of \ 
satisfactory and gives rise to no complaint, whether gold or silver dominat 
time being; it is always true that the two metals coucur together in for 
monetary circulation of the world, aud it is the general wass of the tw 
combined that serves as a measure of the value of things. The sup; 
silver would amouut to a destruction of value without any compensation 


In the same convention M. Wolzowski said: 

The sum total of the precious metals is reckoned at fifty milliards, one 
and one-half silver. If by a stroke of the pen they suppress one of thes 
in the monetary service they double the demand for the other wetal to the: 
all debtors. 

Sir, if the honest and faithful performance of the conditions of the 
bond demanded these sacrifices; if good faith require that they be 
made ; if the holder of these securities may, according to the terms 
of the bond, demand this, then would I yield to this demand, though 
ruin were its inevitable result. 

But, sir, it is not written in the bond, it is not found upon the 
statute-books, it is not in all the field of that wider and wore ex 
tended domain of morals or good conscience. There is, then, in this 
matter no conflict between the law, the bond, duty, or conscience. 
The demand of each may be faithfully preserved aud the just and 
legal rights of all parties faithfully and religiously protected by the 
remonetization, upon a proper standard of value, of the dollar of th 
fathers. 

Mr. Speaker, in view of the Constitution, the law, and the facts 
which cluster around and bear upon this question, I am constrained 
to vote for the remonetization of silver— 

First. Because I believe it one of the kinds of coin clearly contem- 
plated by and embraced within the provisions of the Federal Cousti- 
tution. 

Second. Because I believe it to be one of the kinds of coin contem- 
plated by the various acts under which the public debt was created 
and the bonds issued, and the public creditor, like the private cred- 
itor, has no right for his own personal advantage to insist upon terms 
more advantageous to him and more oppressive to the millions of 
tax-payers who are his debtors. 

Third. The tax-payer has a right to demand that the bond be paid 
according to its terms, as a just measure of partial relief frou the 
grievous burdens under which he suffers and toils. 

Fourth. Experience of all ages and countries demonstrates the 
feasibility, without injury to individual or public credit or incon 
venience to business, of bimetallic standards of value. 

Fifth. The inexhaustible miveral resources of this country in the 
precious metals, both gold and silver, gives this Government an ac 


| vantage over all other vations in the cheapness of its coin, and yet I's 


superior excellence in purchasing power in the markets of the world; 
an advantage which is in part lost by the demonetization of silver. 
Sir, in arriving at this conclusion I am not unmindtful of the tact 
that a large majority of my colleagues on this floor, in whose judg- 
ments I have great confidence, differ with me upon this subject, tv 
whose judgments I would most gladly defer did I not feel bound by 
the highest and most obligatory sense of duty in this matter to tollow 
my own convictions. 
ln doing so I yield to no man upon this floor in my desire to do 


by 
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-riet and impartial justice to all classes alike. I recognize in this 
viter po just ground for antagonism between capital and labor, be- 
oey the creditor and debtor—the bondholder and the tax-payer. I 


eve it to be the most sacred duty of the Government to pay all 


be hampered by unjust exactions. Its extent; the millions who derive 
from its growth, manufacture, and sale their entire support; the 
large income which it produces to the Government; its capacity for 
ty p large increase beyond the present revenue, all combine to confer upon 
its just obligations strictly in accordance with the terms of its con- | it such importance as to demand that, instead of being treated as a 
tract, and an equally high duty for the ga creditor to cheerfully — revenue plant it should receive the most judicious and partial 
accept payment upon the same terms. By observing this reciprocal | legislation. It is a vast industry, giving food and shelter to millions 
duty, the Government will maintain its credit at home and abroad | of men, women, and children engaged in its culture and manufactures 
and the bondholder will be secured in his claims against any and all | In its great importance to commerce, to the growth and prosperity of 
risk from the assaults of demagogues, who might, if just measures | the country, it is second in importance only to the cotton crop, and 
are not adopted to protect the people in their just rights, in an evil | in view of this fact it is the bounden duty of the Government in deal- 
jour appeal to the passions and prejudices of an oppressed people to | ing with this mighty source of revenue to sce that its rate of taxa- 
yuild up in this country a party which, forgetting or disregarding the | tion is the lowest which will least disturb its production and consump- 
honest obligations of the Government, will seize upon the pretext of | tion. 
nnequal or class legislation in the interest of capital, to start the cry of Itis estimated that in 1876 the tobacco crop amounted to three hun- 
repudiation, and in a revolutionary manner overthrow or repudiate | dred and eighty-one million pounds. This vast quantity, however, 
all the just obligations of the Government. If the just rights of all | furnishes no guide whereby to measure the possible production, for 
narties are scrupulously observed no such sad calamity can ever be | in 1860 the crop amounted to four hundred and thirty-four million 
forced upon the people of this country. The great popular heart | pounds. The report for 1877, of the Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
beats responsive to all the dictates of honesty and good faith, and the | nue, assuming to congratulate the Government upon the results of 
credit and honor of this nation will be preserved against all assaults | the existing law in relation to tobacco, asserts that the amount of 
of faction and demagogism so long as the Congress of the United | revenue from this source is, in round numbers, $41,000,000. 
States does justly between the people and avoids all class aud un- I refer to this statement merely to show what the effect of the 
equal legislation. present system is. Upon all principles of political economy the 
In times like these the highest duty of Congress is to guard sed- | quantity now produced should exceed that in 1860. We neverthe- 
ulously the rights of the people; their burdens are heavy, their | less find that the production has fallen off since 1860 to the extent of 
patience and endurance have been long and sorely tried. Want and | fifty-three million pounds. This establishes two propositions: first, 
destitution stalk abroad in ourstreets like pestilence that“ walketh in | that the general policy pursued by the Government toward the to- 
darkness and wasteth at noonday.” Labor is unemployed and capital | bacco interest has since the war tended to check its growth, and, sec- 
is idle and unproductive. The Government creditor is the only one | ondly, that it is an industry capable of extension far beyond its pres- 
sure of his interest and protected from taxation. Let us not by our | ent limits. 
legislation appear to give him any further immunity, but let us pro- The peculiar feature of the law upon which the commissioner 
tect him in all his just rights, and Jet us all hope that ere long the | felicitates himself is that which prevents the farmer from selling his 
cloud that lowers upon us may be lifted and the sunshine of prosperity | product to other than a licensed dealer. To this he attributes the 
and thrift again shine upon our land, anene new life to all our | increased amount of revenue. He says: 


industries and giving new impulse to the development of all those These results are believed to be largely due to those provisions of law which 
latent and undeveloped resources with which our beloved country, | were intended to give to the Government a general conteil over the movements of 
wore than any other, is blessed. : raw or leaf tobacco, regulating its sale, transfer, and shipment, and preventing its 
— being sold for direct consumption without the payment of any tax, and in cowpe- 

REPEAL OF TOBACCO TAX. ti.ion with manufactured and tax-paid tobacco, and in my opinion a continuance 


Mr. McKENZIE. Mr. Speaker, on the 29th of October last I had Seat said law is necessary to maintain the present amount of receipts 
the honor to introduce into the House of Representatives the follow- 
ing bill: 
A bill to permit the growers of tobacco to sell one thousand dollars’ worth of 


Now, the truth is that this revenue has been produced from less 
than one hundred and ninety-five million pounds of tobacco, and 
their own growth without a license so to do. estimating the er of 1877 a four hundred million pounds it fol- 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of lows that this burden has been imposed on less than half the quantity 
America in Congress assembled, Thatthe growers of tobacco be, and they are hereby, | Produced and that the remainder has been consumed, sold without 
sathonsed to est $0 canemmers tebacee of theirown growth or raising, one thousand | payment of tax, or exported. The effect of this is evident. Ata 
do lars’ worth without having first to obtain a license so to do, as now required | rate of taxation of twenty-four cents per pound, or assuming that 
as forty-one millions is the proper amount of revenue the crop should 
It is not my purpose, however, to limit myself in the discussion of | have produced, the industry has borne a double burden and a large 
this bill, in what I shall have to say to the House, to its featuresalone; | portion of the crop has been driven from the factories which would 
but to discuss, first, the magnitude of the tobacco interest ; secondly, | otherwise have handled it, leaving the burden of taxation to be borne 
the character of the tax ; thirdly, the principles upon which revenue | by the remaining portion. 
taxation is based ; fourthly, the question whether tobacco is purely a My object in this connection is to refer to the amount of revenne 
revenue-producing plant; fifthly, the necessity for a reduction ; and | derived from this industry for the purpose of showing how greatly 
lastly, the injustice done to the great planting interest as well as the | it is to the interest of the Government to promote its production. 
Government, by the restrictions placed upon its sale and by the tax When you reflect, Mr. Speaker, upon the millions who derive sup- 
iniposed. port from this great product and upon the opportunities afforded by 
Representing as I do one of the largest producing tobacco districts | it for the investment of capital and the employment it gives to labor, 
in the United States, and the question of the reduction in one form | that it furnishes two-fifths of the internal revenue of the Govern- 
or the other of the tax on this staple and the propriety of the repeal | ment; when you reflect upon the aid it extends to our shipping and 
of that provision of the revenue law, depriving farmers of their right | internal commerce, you will deliberate well when the question is 
to sell tobacco of their own raising, being agitated in various bills | propounded, hew can we foster this great industry ? 





before this body, I should consider that I had failed to truly represent As the culture of tobacco would in itself be a source of profit, its 
my constituents were [ to permita question involving 80 much tothem |} production must be increased but for the imposition of some burden 
to pass unnoticed by me. or of some restriction which limits and checks its growth. The bur- 


As one of the representatives of that great tobacco belt, the pro- | den which does oppress it is that feature of our governmental sys- 
ductions of which entitle it to rank second among the producing | tem which provides for the collection of an excise tax. From the 
sections of our country, I should feel that I was derelict in duty, not | year 1817 until the adoption of the present system of internal taxa- 
alone to the district I represent, but to the whole tobacco-producing | tion no such imposition had its place upon our statute-books. It is 
area of the country, were I to fail to raise my voice in support of some | a measure which has at all tifues and in all countries been regarded 
measure looking to a reduction of the present onerous tax upon this | with disfavor. On the only two occasions in our history when an 
great staple and the removal of restrictions upon its sale by producers. | excise law was adopted it was the outgrowth of a war which made 

Aside from the duty I owe to my own district, above that which I | an increase of revenue imperative. Only under such circumstances 
owe to the State of Kentucky, which produces nearly two-fifths of | have the statesmen of this Government ever ventured to enact a law 
the tobacco grown in this country, above that which ] owe to the in- | providing for the collection of an excise tax, and even under such 
terest of a section, I place the obligation which rests upon me, as one | circumstances it has met with such hostility as to provoke rebeilion. 
of the representatives of the whole people to advance the interests | Yet, Mr. Speaker, when you compare the features of those previous 
of a production second only in importance among the products of our | enactments with our existing law you will perceive how effort was 
soil. made in them to avoid oppression of any industry or product, whereas 

In the argument which 1 propose to make I will not speak simply | within the past fifteen years the articles upon which this tax has 
of the benetits to be conferred upon the producer, though gentlemen | been levied constitute the wealth, the lite-blood of the country. 
Will certainly admit that he should receive due recompense for his It is claimed that the same necessity which existed for the passage 
toul ; nor shall 1 speak solely in behalf of the manufacturer, whose | of the excise laws of 1791 and 1513 required the adoption of our present 
capital is invested in this production. On the contrary, I am desir- | revenue system, and that the necessity still exists. With this question, 
ous that the interests of the whole people shall be subserved by legis- | at this time, 1 have nothing to do, but in calling your attention to the 
lation which should tend to increase the production and at the same | character of this system of taxation, to the unfavorable light in which 
Ume guard the interest of manufacturers. it is regarded, to the fact that the producer now bears a burden which 

lhe tobacco interest is one of those which should receive the most | never before in our history was imposed upou hin, | trust that I shall 
careful consideration of the Government. Its productions should not | be able to show at least that if this system is to continue care should 
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be taken to prevent more injury to any industry than can be avoided. 
Above all must the law-maker avoid the destruction of any industry. 
tead of the luxuries which once were the objects upon which 
xcise tax was imposed it be now necessary to tax the products 

he soil, let it be done gently lest you blight and wither them. 
[ desire to call your attention to the following tabular statement 
h I take from the report submitted by Hon. J. R. TUCKER, and 

ch is based upon the Commissioner’s report for 1875: 


Proper propor 
| tion in 1875, 


Localities Actual in 1875 


theastern States 


$4, 003,155 13 | $19, 674, 380 
ie GS 5 acsonce 95, Or2, O21 95 


24, 120, 642 29 | 39, #08, 529 
western States , 45, 144, 364 71 43, 476, 694 73 | 18, 931, 507 
Middle States ... 22, 631, 406 18 26, 181,412 74 | 9, 490, 587 
cotton States 30, 104, 904 &1 2, 587, 246.11 | 12, 624, 637 
7, 477, 667 #9 3, 115, 922 80 } 3, 135, 796 

356, 14 96 ( 103, 665, 496 


rom an examination of this table, it is evident, that what were 
deemed proper subjects for an excise tax in 1567 have since ceased 
to be so in a largedegree. While the tax paid by the tobacco belt, 
which is more than one-fourth of the entire revenue derived under this 
law, has increased, that paid by every other section has decreased. 
Although the entire receipts are less than one-half of what they were 
in 107 that proportion of decrease has not been uniformly distrib- 
uted. New England pays but one-tenth of the amount she formerly 
did; the Middle States but one-fourth; the Northwest pays almost 
the same Phe removal of the cotton tax has relieved very largely 
the Southern States, but of the decrease of $144,000,000 the New 
England States and the Middle States receive or save the handsome 
sum of $114,000,000, 1t is hardly necessary to say more than that in 
1k6G the revenue derived from the income tax alone was 19.64 of the 
whole revenue, Whereas bow it is nothing. This,in connection with 
the removal of the tax upon bank-checks, bills of exchange, and 
many articles of luxury, have conspired to transfer the burden of 
taxation from those objects hitherto regarded as fit subjects for the 
imposition of an excise tax to those which, prior to the inception of 
the existing law, were not regarded as liable to such imposition, and 
even then and in 166 were not considered liable for the entire bur- 
den as they are now. 

In order to illustrate the changes which have taken place since 1866: 
the following extract from Mr. TUCKER’s elaborate report is presented , 


In 1866 the revenue from the tobacco tax was 3.97 per cent. of the whole internal 
revenue In 1876 it is more than 35 per cent In 166 the revenue trom liquors, 
distilled and fermented, was 11.03 per cent. In 1476 it was over 50 percent. In 1866 


the revenue from the income tax was 19.04 per cent. of the whole revenue. In 1876 
it is nothing 


This illustrates that the purpose of the law is changed, that it is 
unjust in its exactions, and that whatever necessity may exist for an 
excise law there is none for the excessive burden which has been 
placed upon tobacco. While the letter of the Constitution may not 
be violated by such discrimination against a section as this, it is vio- 
lated in spirit, and this is the more unjust as those who can least 
bear the burden suffer under its imposition, and those for whom a 
people’s woes have created wealth are relieved therefrom. 

When such a discrimination is made against a staple pfoduction 
it is a proper subject for inquiry whether it should be classed with 
those articles which are generally selected to create a revenue through 
the taxes imposed upon them. 

Only upon the presumption that tobacco is purely a luxury could 
it be so regarded, So far is this from being true that it is used 
to-day by two-thirds of the men of this country, and it would be 
illogical to speak of that which was so universally used by all classes 
alike only as a luxury. To quote the language of Mr. TUCKER, 
* Nothing can be called a luxury which supplies human want among 
all classes.” The burden laid upon it should be the lightest that 
can be with justice tothe revenue. The question should not be how 
large a tax will it bear, but how small a tax can be imposed upon it? 
While it is largely used by the wealthy it is also often the only 
solace of the poor man. 

I assert, therefore, that, being to such an extent an article of every- 
day and universal consumption, and being an interest the develop- 
ment of which is of 80 mach moment to our people and to the Gov- 
ernment, it is our duty now to decide how we can best foster it, and 
in waking the decision direct our efforts toward the solution of the 
question, how in justice to the other interests of this country can we 
best promote the interests of the producer, the manufacturer, the 
consumer, and the Government f 

Mr. Speaker, I will answer that question, not in the interest of 
my constituents alone, butin a spirit which I trust is that of an Amer- 
ican; and I shall say, and I hope that gentlemen will agree with me, 
that the tax on tobacco should be reduced and the restrictions upon 
its sale removed. 

The features of the law of which the producer complains are two 
in number: 

First. That which recognizes the payment of the specific tax of 
twenty-four cents per pound on manufactured tobacco. 


FEBRUARY 9. 


Second. The restriction set forth in article 6, section 3244 9; 
Revised Statutes of the United States, which reads as fo}lows 
Dealers in leaf-tobacco, except retail dealers in leaf-tobacco, as je, 
fined, shall pay @25. Every person shall be regarded as a dealer ip |; 
whose business it is, for himself or on commission, to sell, or ofler for 
sign for sale on commission, leaf-tobacco ; and payment of a special t 
in tobacco, manufacturer of tobacco, manufacturer of cigars, or any othe 
tax, shall not exempt any person dealing in leaf-tobacco from the payux 
special tax therefor hereby required. But no farmer or planter shall 
to pay a special tax as a dealer in leaf-tobacco for selling tobacco of his 
duction, or tobacco received by him as rent from tenants who have ; 
same on his land: Provided, That nothing in this section shall be cons 
empt from a special tax any farmer or planter who, by peddling or other 
leaf-tobacco at retail direct) y to consuwers, or who sells or assigns, cons 
fers, or disposes of to persons other than those who have paid a sper 
dealers or manufacturers of tobacco, snuff, or cigars, or to persons purch 
tobacco for export 
Dealers in leaf-tobacco shall sell only to other dealers who have paid a op 
tax as such, and to manufacturers of tobacco, snuff, or cigars, and to su ‘ 
as are known to be purchasers of leaf-tobacco for export . 


The producer objects to the payment of the tax prescribed be: 
of its disproportion to the value of the raw material, the aye, 
value of the latter being about six cents per pound, and the tax bei 
twenty-four cents per pound, equivalent to four hundred per cent 
the raw material. 

The producer has the same right to complain of this heavy bard 
as the consumer at large, for he is himself a consumer. But he ba 
aright above and beyond this in the depreciation in value of 
product. Whenever the tax raises the price of the manufactur 
article to a point where the demand for consumption would fal! of 
the selling price must be kept at a point where a loss would {a|! 
the manufacturer, and this loss must be shared by the producer. 
real value of this article is the price which is paid to the prod 
and the cost of manufacture with the legitimate profit there 
When the tax is added to this amount a new and fictitious value js 
imparted to it, which must lead to a decrease of the value of t 
raw material in the hands of the producer. Under these circum 
stances it is folly to say that the producer is not affected by this tay 

The restriction contained in section 3244, depriving the produc 
of the right to sell to other than licensed dealers, is, to say the leus 
of doubtful constitutionality. According to its provisions, the sma 
planter is absolutely prohibited in a large number of cases from s: 
ing or otherwise disposing of the fruits of his own labor, grown ; 
hisown soil. Under its provisions every person is regarded and tay 
as a retail dealer, who is defined by the law, to be one who sells | 
tobacco in quantities less than an original hogshead, case, or bal 
who makes a single sale of any quantity whatever, directly to co 
sumers, or to persons other than dealers in leaf-tobacco who hay 
paid a special tax as such, or to manufacturers of tobacco, suu 
cigars who have paid the special tax, or to persons who purchas 
original packages for export. In order tosecure the privilege of » 
ing his crop or any part thereof to any other than the three classes 
of persons specified in the act, the planter is required to pay tot 
Government a special tax of $500, and should his annual sales exceed 
$1,000, he nust pay in addition fifty cents for every dollar of his sales 
in excess of $1,000, 

A single line in the statute prohibiting the farmer under a heavy 
penalty from selling the product of his labor to anybody except re 
dealers, manufacturers, or exporters, would have been no more wh just 
or oppressive than this long and complicated provision ; in fact, it 
would have been less oppressive, because it would have been eas 
understood, and the cultivator of the soil, unlearned in the mysteries 


e@ 


| and intricacies of the law, and especially unused to the interpreta- 


tion of the revenue oflicers, would not be likely to become entangled 
by the obscure language of the act, thus inadvertently subjecting 
himself to the heavy penalties prescribed in the act. What cous 

tutional right has Congress either directly or indirectly to prohibit 
the cultivator and owoer of an agricultural product from selling | 
in the open market to anybody who will pay him the best price for ii 
What constitutional right has Congress directly or indirectly to 
declare that he shall not sell it at all? For that is the practical 
effect of this statute in a large number of cases. If the farmers 
crop is so small that the expense of transporting it by the ordinary 
means to the nearest authorized market exceeds the value of th 
product, which is the case in many instances, he cannot sell at all 
without violating the law and ineurring the numerous penaitics 
therefor. In the exercise of its constitutional authority to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, it is not denied that Cor 

gress may establish and enforce very stringent rules and regulations 
to prevent evasions of its enactments, to punish frauds, and to secu 

a faithful collection of the revenue; but it seems to me very ¢ical 
that it has no power to enact sumptuary laws in order to compel th 
citizen to put his property in a taxable form, and to compel other 
citizens to use the taxed article or to use none. The avowed o})}: 

and practical effect of the statute under consideration is to pt 
hibit the sale of leaf-tobacco for consumption, and thus compe! tx 
whole of that product to go through a certain process before | 's 
used by the people, a process which subjects it to a heavy rate o! 
taxation. If Congress can constitutionally do this, it can also, 10 « 

der to raise revenue by the imposition of tariff duties, provide, either 
directly or indirectly, that the people should consume none but im 
ported articles. This might be effectually done in the same way ts 
it has undertaken by this statute to enforce the consumption of nove 


? 
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anufactured tobacco; that is, by the imposition of such a tax 
oy all sales of articles, grown or mauufactured in this country, 
st it would be impossible for our domestic producers to euter the 
market at all, This would undoubtedly increase our importations 
| add very largely to our revenue. But it will scarcely be con- 
ded, Lthink, that this consideration would make such a law either 
expedient or constitutional. e oe 
Congress has imposed a heavy tax upon spirits distilled from grain 
wnd fruits, and derives a large annual Tevenue from that source. 
What would be thought of the constitutionality of a statute requir- 
ing the producers of corn, wheat, rye, barley, apples, peaches, and 
vrapes, to pay an annual tax of $500 to the Government in order to 
seeure the privilege of selling these articles to persons other than 
ers, retail dealers, and exporters? The whole country from 
to California would cry out against it with one voice; and yet 
the principle involved here is precisely the same in every respect as 
to all these products. I do not desire to appear as the special advo- 
cate of a manufacturing interest clamoring for a reduction, but | am 
ot able to see Why the interest of the producer and the manufact- 
ned should not go hand in hand. There is certainly no necessary 
antagonism between the manufacturer of limited capftal and the pro- 


tel 


aed 


ducer. 
disadvantageous totheother. The producer is dependent to a certain 
extent upon the manufacturer for a market for his crop. The manu- 
facturer is dependent upon the producer for the raw material. I cer- 
tainly do desire to appear as the representative of a constituency who 
ask that all restrictions upon the sale of the raw product shall be 
removed, and that any provisiou of law which restricts the sale of the 
patural leaf shall be repealed. 

An American Congress should certainly not deny to the farmers of 
this country the right to sell any product raised upon their own soil 
to whomsoever they please. A reduction of the tax will benefit the 
producer and manufacturer as well as the consumer and the Govern- 
ment, 

Low taxes will be followed by increased consumption. The in- 
creased demand following thereupon will enhance the value of the 
staple to the producer. The present ruinous system has excluded 
large numbers of independent buyers from the field. Competition 
among the purchasers having been thus destroyed, the producer is 
leit atthe mercy of a few large manufacturers and monopolists. To 
this fact may be ascribed the opposition of a few large eastern man- 
ufacturers. It is in the power of the latter to control the price of the 
raw material, and this power they use, so that all the profit which 
would result to the sealieune from having a large number of buyers 
competing for his crop goes into the hands of the large manufacturers. 
Restore this competition by removing the existing restriction, and you 
enable the producer to secure the highest price which the market 
will allow for his wares. If there be united with this relief such re- 
duction of the tax as will lead to increased consumption, the value of 
the raw material will be at once enhanced, thereby directly benefit- 
ing the producer and indirectly the Government, of which he isa 
citizen, The increased production would open up new fields of labor, 
wherein those who are now unemployed would find work at remu- 
nerative prices. Instead of the falling off in the number of factories, 
which has accompanied the increase of taxation, a fresh impulse 
would be given to manufactures ; new factories would rise through- 
out the land; legitimate doors would be opened for the investment 
of capital; labor, instead of being the drug it now is, would be in 
large demand; the competition between the dealers and between 
the manufacturers respectively would reduce the price of the manu- 
factured article, and thereby increase its consumption. 

Further, the manufacturer would be directly benefited by the ef- 
fect the reduction of this tax would have on the illicit trade in to- 
bacco. The motive to wrong-doing would be wanting. The whole 


| 


901 


ducer of the staple. When, Mr. Speaker, you finda tobacco manufact- 
urer who opposes the reduction of this tax, you will also find an 
enemy to this great industry. Outside of this class, however, you 
will tind the manufacturer of limited capital and the producer walk- 
ing hand in hand. You will find them asking this Government to 
promote the culture of this great staple by such legislation as shall 


| encourage its growth and at the same time sweep away the barviers 


Whatever will operate to the detriment of the one must prove | 


people would condemn as a crime violations of the revenue law. | 


Remove the thorn which this illicit trade has planted in the side of 
legitimate business, (and it will be removed if you reduce this tax,) 
and from the increased prosperity of the planting and manufactur- 
ing interest, from the new factories which will spring up, from the 
wealth which hands now idle will produce, from the increased con- 
sumption and exportation of the manufactured article, the entire 
country will learn that the interests of the producer and the manu- 
facturer are identical, and that the injury which strikes down the one 
cripples the other. In no way will the manufacturer be benefited 
hy the provisions of a law which deprives the producer of the legit- 
mate profits of his labor. 

There are men who, in times when a nation is struggling in the 
throes of starvation, can rejoice that the price of food has become 
such, that the quantity they, with their keen business foresight, have 
stored up will bring what they choose to demand for it; for the 
scarcity that has brought this about they can thank God. 

So, also, are there men who will rejoice at the existence of a law 
which, oppressing the producer and consumer, and preventing due 
production, will likewise rejoice at a failure or falling off of a crop 
Which makes their accumulated wares more valuable, even though 


—* and distress are the meed of those struck by the calamitous 
OW, 


, Such men, such manufacturers as these, whose country is their 
auk account, whose hearts are the hearts of Shylocks, have no iden- 
uty of interest with either the legitimate manufacturer or the pro- 


| tax on it the margin is wide. 


| per pound, tax twenty-four cents, 





within which the monopolists have hedged themselves. 

I do not think that it requires any argument to show that if the 
consumer can purchase that which he must have for an amount pro- 
portionate to the value of the article which he buys that he is bene- 
fited thereby. In order, however, to cement this union of interest 
of the producer, manufacturer, and consumer, it is proper that one 
of the most extravagant features of the whole system should be done 
away with. Assuming that it is a luxury, it exists in various forms, 
and between that enjoyed by the man of wealth and that of the poor 
man who uses the lowest grade and yet pays the same amount of 
More than this, it may be safe to as- 
sume that over half of the entire amount of tax paid upon tobacco in 
this country is paid by men whose annual income is under $500, 

The very poorest classes pay the highest percentage of tax in pro- 
portion to the cost of the raw material. The commonest smoking- 
tobacco, which is made entirely of stems flattened and cut, is taxed 
twenty-four cents a pound. This sells for about twenty-eight cents, 
and the total is made up as follows: Cost of stems one-fourth cent 
cost of manufacturing one-half 
cent per pound, profit of manufacturer two and three-fourth cents 
per pound; making nearly 10,000 per cent. tax on the cost of the raw 
material, Western stemmers, who formerly got from one to one and 
a half cents per pound for their stems, now throw them away, as they 
do not pay for prizing—throwing away twenty thousand pounds of 
stems out of nearly one hundred thousand pounds of the tobacco they 
buy. Ifthey got something for their stems they could pay the planter 
more for his crop. On the next grade the tax is still twenty-four 
cents on stock costing two or three cents, a percentage of 1,200 or su0. 
The monarchies of Europe do not lay so heavy a burden on tobacco as 


| thisGovernmentisdoing. The tax realized last year was about $41,000- 


000. England and France, with a debt each of about $4,000,000,000, 
realize from tobacco about $35,000,000, Spain about $27,000,000, 
Italy $30,000,000; and in order to realize this revenue these countries 
manufacture all the tobacco consumed, in their own government facto- 
ries. If a fair manufacturer's profit be added to the $41,000,000 of 
taxes realized from this staple in the United States it can easily be 
seen whata burden the consumer has to bear, and it is not unnatural 
that he should seek toevade it in every posgjble way, using the natural 
leaf, &c., thereby decreasing the revenue. 

The import duty on licorice should be abolished. This article is 
used almost exclusively on tobacco. This would create an outlet for 
export in competition with Canadian manufacturers, who have free 
licorice, and thereby give a fresh impetus to the trade. It looks ex- 
cessive to levy a duty of 10 cents a pound on this licorice, to put it 
on tobacco and tax it 24 cents again. 

Mr. Whitehead, of Virginia, speaking upon this point in the House 
of Representatives, (page 557, CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Forty-third 
Congress,) says: 

The effect of this internal-revenue law has been to drive the manufacture ot to- 
bacco into Canada, and a great deal of the manufactured article L believe 
gled across the line into Michigan, thereby underselling the men who manufacture 
tobacco in this country. In Canada there is no tax upon tobaceo, nor upon the 
sugar, licorice, or rum which enter into its manufacture ; there is entire exemp 
tion in favor of tobacco by the laws. These men from Canada come into our State 
every summer and buy tobacco for the purpose of shipping it to Canada for manu 
facture. One-half of 1 per cent. is deducted as internal-revenue tax, when the bills 
are made out, and that tax is paid by the farmer who raises the tobacco, and not 
by the buyer in Canada, who purchases it for shipment. ‘lhe Canadian manufact 
urer carries it to Canada without taxes. The result is that the Canadian manu 
factarer has, in effect, driven us from the markets of Mexico, and of the West 
Indies, and almost everywhere else in the world 

I come now to the last proposition I have enunciated, which is, 
that the Government and the whole people will be benefited by the 
reduction of this tax. Regarded purely as a question of revenue, the 
Government will derive direct benefit in an increase of revenue, This 
is upon the principle, to use again the language of Mr. TUCKER in his 
report, that “when an increase of rate decreases revenue it shows 
that the rate of maximum revenue is passed; becanse with every 
increase of tax there will be an increase of revenue until the maxi- 
mum revenue point is reached, and after that an increase of rate will 
diminish revenue.” That point has already been reached, and this is 
demonstrated unerringly by the reports of the Commissioner of Inter- 
nal Revenue, upon which the following statements are based : 
Estimated total for 1876, at 24 cents ro 122, f19 14 
Average annual total to March, 1575, at 20 cents. .- , 164, 005 24 
January and February, 1574, tax see .-. 3,815,145 00 
January and February, 1875, tax 20 cents.......... oe ccee 927, 705 00 
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32 cents 


Again: 


For 1875, for eight montha, at 20 cents 
For twelve months, same rate 


Compare this with— 


9, 580,114 48 


Revenue for 1876, nine months, at 24 cents 
Revenue for twelve months, at same rate 


19, 012, 107 14 
25, 349, 476 20 


Showing a difference in favor of the rate of 20 cents of 4, 230, 658 28 
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Again the Danville market furnishes us with additional proof : 
At 20 cents in January and February, 1874 Loline tees ... §3, 815,145 00 
At 20 cents in January and February, 1875 . 4, 927, 705 00 


Increase . ceececes 1, 112, 560 00 


Showing an increase of revenue. But observe the next change which 
followed almost immediately the increase of the rate: 

October | to March 1, 1874, at 20 cents $390, 174 30 
October 1 to March 1, 1875, at 24 centa.... .. suineuan a 341, 1s4 75 


Decrease sie neti ee ee ee 48, 989 55 


These tables, for the use of which I am indebted to the report of 
Hon. Mr. TUCKER, amply sustain the position I have taken ; but there 
is corroborative evidence in another quarter, farnished by the reports 
of the Commissioner, which I shall present for two purposes, one to 
show that the revenue is decreased by the existing tax, the other that 
this policy is driving dealers, and hence competition, from our mar- 
kets : 

From dealers in leaf-tobacco, year ended June 30, 1277 $97, 422 49 
From dealers in leaf-tobacco, year ended June 30, 1476 . 112, 962 96 


Decrease : 15, 540 47 


From dealers in manufactured tobacco, year ended June 30, 1877... $1, 595, 225 40 
From dealers in manufactured tobacco, year onded June 30, 1876... 1, 616, 318 85 


Decrease. ... tea 21,093 45 


The amount of decrease from dealers in leaf-tobacco is $15,540.47. 
Each of this class of dealers pays a special tax of $25, and this de- 
crease represents, therefore, the withdrawal from business of six 
hundred and twenty-one dealers in leaf-tobacco. 

The amount of decrease from dealers in manufactured tobacco is 
$21,003.45. Each of this class of dealers pays a special tax of $5, and 
this decrease, therefore, represents the withdrawal from business of 
forty-two hundred and eight dealers in manufactured tobacco. 

Combine the two and it is shown that in a single year forty-eight 
hundred and twenty-eight dealers in both branches withdrew from 
the trade. 

It becomes evident from ap examination of the above tables that 
the effect of the present tax is to decrease the revenue and to para- 
lyze trade. It is equally apparent that if we reduce the tax within 
proper bounds an increase of revenne will follow and fresh vitality 
will be given to trade and commerce. 

Since these statistics, however, have demonstrated that tobacco at 
the periods named was capable of supporting a tax of twenty cents 
per pound, I may be asked@jwhy we ask a reduction below that point; 
and to that question I shall make two brief replies: 

One that twenty cents in 1874 was of far less value in 1874 than it 
isto-day. Contraction of the currency has done its work, and that 
article which could have borne the burden of a tax in 1874 of twenty 
cents could with difficulty support the payment of a tax of sixteen 
cents to-day. 

My second reply is that, if sixteen cents to-day be the equivalent 
of twenty cents in 1874, it is nevertheless unjust and oppressive, this 
staple not being purely arevenue plant, to tax it to the utmost extent 
of its capacity while you leave untaxed the possessions and luxuries 
of the non-producers of material wealth. 

So much for the direct benefits which the Government receives. 
Its indirect benefits are far greater. The accumulations of the pro- 
dueer and the manufacturer are its mines of wealth and prosperity. 
‘To these material industries governments owe their stability, and to 
the accumulations produced by them they owe their progress and 
power. With the necessity upun us to increase our foreign exports, 
that our land may not be dramed of its gold; with the necessity ex- 
isting that new avennes should be opened tu unemployed labor; with 
the necessity before us that this terrible financial paralysis should be 
overcome, and safe opportunities afforded for investment of the cap- 
ital that now lies hoarded up in the vaults of the non-producers ; 
with the necessity to stimulate our internal commerce urging us to 
progressive legislation, we are appealed to to remove the yoke from 
the neck of this great industry. It has been shown that the existing 
tax is injurious to all connected in any manner with tobacco, except 
a few monopolists who have conspired to drive legitimate trade from 
our midst. It has been shown that the reduction of the tax will in- 
jure no person except the monopolist—no interest, either of individ- 
uals or of the Government. But beyond the merits of this appeal, as 
a question of policy, made by the toiling producer, there is involved 
in it a right, that justice shall be done to the overburdened people of 
one section of this great country, which to all fairminded men—to all 
patriots must be irresistible. 

In conclusion I may be permitted to say that while I have the honor 
to represent on this tloor a district more largely engaged in the pro- 
duction of tobacco than any other equal area in the United States, 
and while I desire most earnestly to see the farmers of my district and 
the whole tobacco-producing belt relieved from any restrictions upon 
the sale of their product, I nevertheless have attempted to discuss the 
whole question of the tobacco tax, in a spirit of fairness to every in- 
terest involved, endeavoring to do justice to the farmer, the manu- 
facturer, the consumer, and the Government. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, addressed the House. [His remarks 
will appear in the Appendix. } 
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JUSTICE TO THE DEBTOR AS WELL AS THE CREDITOR 
Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I have not trespassed upon ¢! 


this House very often since I became a member of it, nor do | jy be 
occupy its time very often inthe future. On this occasion, how, 

ask indulgence while I say a few things which have come into my, 

in regard to the question pertaining to onr national finances, | 4, 
aware that much has already been said on this question. It },., 
been discussed with signal ability and in all its various phases a 
in the public press, on the stump, in the halls of legislation, and oye, 
in the pulpit ; and it would seem that discussion, having taken gyeh, » 
wide range and having drawn into its arena so many able men, y 
have settled the question long before this. But, Mr. Speaker, ¢| 
question is one of such vast magnitude, of such profound depth, anq 
of such intricate and varied ramifications that even those who have 
given it the most thought and have studied it the most carefy||y 
have come to widely different conclusions and to-day hold a yarier\ 
of views as to what the financial policy of a great nation like onrs 
should be. This variety of opinion has resulted in much bitter con. 
troversy, and while from some it has called forth much of sound pea. 
soning and profound argument, from others it has called forth mych 
of bitter invective and despicable sophistry, unworthy both of those 
who indulge in them and the cause which they advocate. 

Far too many, in their zeal as champions of some peculiar idea, 
have allowed passion to usurp the place of reason, and instead of 
bringing forward facts to fortify their own positions or argume; 
to overwhelm and break down those of their opponents, they have 
contented themselves with heaping the most shameful abuse npon 
all those who happened to differ from them on this great question 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I regret exccedingly that this discussion has heey 
allowed to drift into such a vile channel of personal abuse and bit- 
ter denunciation. This great financial question is a question about 
which there may be an honest difference of opinion. Because one 
person’s investigations have led him to a conclusion different from 
that arrived at by another is no reason why the one should abuse the 
other or denounce him as a villain, a swindler, or a robber, a thing 
which has been done frequently in this discussion. 

In dealing with this question we should bear in mind that those 
who differ from us are just as honest, just as patriotic, and just as 
anxious to preserve the good name of the Republic as we are. The 
men of the East should not forget the fact that the men of the West 
are as conscientious in their actions and as sincere in their efforts to 
promote the national welfare as they are, while the men of the West 
should not fail to give credit to the men of the East for being act- 
uated by the same honorable motives and noble purposes which they 
claim actuate them. The fact is, this question is neither a sectional 
nor a party question. It is a question that rises above both section 
and party, and should be discussed without passion, without party 
bitterness, and without sectional prejndice. A question so far-1 
ing in its influence and so intimately related to the happiness and 
prosperity of all classes of our people should be disenssed only from 
the stand-point of genuine patriotism and true statesmanship and 
with an honest desire to know and to do that, and that only, which is 
best for the whole country. 

LET US HAVE THE OLD SILVER DOLLAR. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, at the very beginning of my remarks, I desire 
to say that Iam in favor of restoring the old silver dollar of 4124 
grains, nine-tenths fine, to the position which it occupied prior to 
1473. By this I mean that I desire not only to see the old silver 
dollar put in circulation without limit as to quantity, but I desire to 
see it made a full legal tender for all dcbts in all amounts. In say- 
ing this I not only give expression to my own views, but to the 
views of almost the entire population of the great West. The west- 
ern people to-day are shesiabely a unit in demanding the remoneti- 
zation of silver. In fact, not only from the West, but from all parts 
of the country, except those portions which pay worship to Wall 
Street and are under its influence, comes up the demand for the res- 
toration of the silver dollar to the place which it formerly occupied 
So earnest and wide-spread is this demand that I believe if put to 4 
vote to-morrow two-thirds of the people of this nation would cast 
their ballots in favor of remonetizing silver. 

Certain gentlemen on this floor may think this an exaggerated state- 
ment, but I believe it to be true. The people are fully awake in re- 
gard to this matter. They feel that their rights were most shame- 
fully disregarded when the act of 1873 was passed, and now they ask 
that their rights be respected by a repeal of that act. Shall this thing 
be done? Will the members of this Congress wake up to the demand 
of the people? If they do not, the people will be apt to wake them 
up at the next congressional election in a manner that may not be 
altogether pleasing to them; and when once they are awakened, get 
their eyes fairly open, avd look around, it will be only to discover that 
the people have passed on and left them in the rear to mourn overt 
the uncertainty of all human affairs with nothing to comfort them 
but the bitter thought of what might have been. 

THE CHIEF REASON FOR USING THE DOUBLE STANDARD. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in discussing this question, it may not be out of 
place to consider for a moment one or two of the more important 
reasons which have led to such a general use of both gold and silver 
as money, or, in other words, which have Jed to the use of the b- 
metallic standard. It isa fact well known to all who have studied 
carefully the money question that the general judgment and prac- 
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tice of nearly all nations, in all times, have been in favor of using 
oth of these metals as money at the same time and on an equal 
footing. There may have been an individual nation now and then 
whieh, for some peculiar reason, may for a short period have used 


hut one of these metals, but instances of this kind are so few and | 


unimportant that it may be said with truth that the nations of the 
world in all historic times have been practically a unit in this matter. 
Now, sir, What has led to this remarkable unanimity in regard to so 
in portant a matter as this ? 

One of the chief reasons is that the two metals when used together 
furnish a standard which is not liable to such frequent and violent 
fluctuations as is the standard furnished by either of the metals when 
nsed alone. Money is @ measure of values as well as a medium of 
exchange. It is that with which all other values are compared. 
Hence stability is one of its essential features. The common good 
demands that in selecting a measure of values that measure be se- 
lected which, while it peaeene certain other essentials, at the samo 
time approaches as nearly as possible to absolute stability. Of course, 
absolute stability in a monetary measure of values has never yet been 
obtained and probably never will be. Gold and silver even are liable 
to fluctuate for the reason that they are commodities as well as money 


and amount of production. But the experience of the world has 
demonstrated that these metals are the least liable to fluctuate of all 
known substances which are produced in suflicient quantities to sup- 
ply the world with money, and which at the same time possess those 
qualities that make them desirable for use as money. More than this 
way be said of them. When used together they furnish a standard 
wore nearly perfect than when used singly. Asis well stated in Sena- 
tor JONEs’s silver commission report : 


The fluctuations in the aggregate current supply of the two metals are leas fre- 
quent and less violent than are the fluctuations in the supply of either metal, and 
cousequently the flactuations in the value of the two, used together as money ander 
the donble standard, are fewer in number and less in degree than would be the 
fluctuations in the value of either of them. 


WHY WE SHOULD USE SILVER AS MONEY. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, passing by other general reasons which might 
be given in favor of using the double standard and simply referring 
to the fact that silver possesses all the fitness for money that gol 
has, that it possesses the same necessary qualities of indestructibility, 
divisibility, resistance to chemical changes, &c., I come to consider 
some of the reasons why we in this country should use silver for money 
upon the same footing that we are now using gold. When Hamilton 
and Jefierson devised the American system of finance they fully ap- 
preciated the necessity of having a measure of values which should 
be as nearly constant and invariable as it was possible to obtain. 
They recognized, what the experience of other nations had unques- 
tionably demonstrated, that such a measure of values could ouly be 
secured by means of the double metallic standard. 

Hence they gave us both gold and silver as money, each placed 

under the same restrictions and endowed with the same privileges as 
the other, and each equal to the other in all respects before the law. 
The system they established worked most admirably and gave gen- 
eral satisfaction. Not only was it indorsed by the people of their 
own time, but by our people generally from that time down to 1573, 
For the period of eighty years the two coins wrought side by side, 
and I challenge any one to prove that the silver coin did not perform 
its work and fulfill its mission as well as gold in every respect. 
Under the readjustment that was made in 1534, gold fell below sil- 
ver, and silver left the country. For forty years gold continued the 
cheaper coin; and in 1873, at the time the bill was passed demore- 
tizing silver, it was worth only about ninety-seven cents on the dol- 
lar ascompared with silver. Now, sir, during all these years did any 
one find fault with either of these coins? Did any one propose to 
strike one of them down because for a time it happened to be cheaper 
than the other? Not at all. 
_ On the contrary, there was general satisfaction with both of them. 
Our people bought and sold as freely as they do now. Contracts 
were made and debts paid always in the cheaper coin. As late as 
1*73 the man who was owing a thousand dollars would pay in gold at 
a discount of 3 per cent., and no one thought of objecting to it or de- 
nouncing it as dishonesty, robbery, or a violation of contract. In 
fact, the cheaper of the two coins was always used to pay debts from 
the time our financial system went into operation up to 1873, and the 
transaction was never considered as any other than fair and just. 
So abundantly satisfied were the people with the double standard 
that they felt indignant when two or three years after the passage of 
the act of 1873 it was discovered that silver had been demonetized, 
Had they been advised beforehand of what it was proposed to do 
they would have sent up such a strong and determined protest that 
ho member of Congress who had any regard for their wishes would 
have dared to vote in favor of such demonetization. 

Indeed, I am thoroughly convinced that if the matter had been 
clearly understood many members of Congress who voted for the 
measure would have voted against it. The truth is that this whole 
scheme was devised and manipulated in such a skillful manner as to 
deceive many members of Congress who were strong friends of the 
silver dollar. How readily such deception could have been practiced 
aby one can see by looking over the act of February 12, 1873. That 
act was gotten up with the design of regulating the details of the 
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| was a trick to deceive, and it did deceive. 


) : : | nothing is said about the old silver doilar in either of the above sec- 
gnd will, of necessity, vary somewhat in value, according to the cost 
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Mint. It was an act of extreme length, containing no less than sixty- 
seven sections. Being favorably reported to the House by the com- 
mittee, many members preferred to take what the committee said in 
favor of it rather than to read it through and ascertain for themselves 
what it contained. Under these circumstances it was easy to accom- 
plish what the enemies of the silver dollar desired. In one part of 





| the measure they introduced a section, which reads as follows: 


The silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half-dollar or fifty- 
cent - ce, a quarter of a dollar or twenty-five-cent piece, a dime or ten-cent-picce ; 
and the weight of the trade-dollar shall be 420 grains troy; the weight of the half 


| dollar shall be twelve grams (grammes) and one-half of a gram, (gramme ;) and the 


quarter of a dollar and the dime shall be respectively one-half and one-fifth of the 
weight of said half dollar; and said coins shall be a legal tender at their nominal 
value for any amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment. 


While in another part of the measure they introduced a section which 


| contains these words: 


No coins, either of gold, silver, or minor coinage, shall hereafter be issued from 


the Mint other than those of the denominations, standards, aud weights herein set 
forth. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I claim that there was method in all this. It 
It will be observed that 


tions. The name of that coin is studiously omitted, and no one would 
imagine, unless he studied the act carefully, that the silver dollar was 
in any way affected by it. Thus it was that many members of Con- 
gress were led to vote for the measure who deeply regretted their ac- 
tion as soon as they discovered what they had done. Now, sir, as the 
old silver dollar was taken away from the people by a trick and with- 
out their knowledge or consent, and as they now demand its restoration 
to its former place among our coins, I claim that this Congress should 
heed their demand and at once pass a law making that dollar a legal 
tender and providing for its coinage. 
A SILVER-PRODUCING NATION. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is another reason why we should remonetize 
silver. This country is the great silver-producing country of the 
world. Mr. JONEs, in his report, says that— 

It is the mines of the United States which have furnished the entire increase of 
silver which has occurred since 1860, and it is from these mines only, according to 
all appearances, that this increase can be maintained, or carried to still higher 
figures. 

Some idea can be formed of the immense quantity of silver this 
country produces when it is remembered that daring the tive years 
ending with 1875 the annual yield was nearly $24,000,000, During 
the two years ending with 1877 the annual production was somewhat 
larger than this, so that during these seven years beginning with 1870 
our mines yielded us an aggregate of 3163,000,000. Notwithstanding 
this immense yield our mines are far from being exhausted, and the 
prospect is that the coming seven years will witness as large ayield 
as that of the seven years just past. Being the producers of such 


| large quantities of this metal, would it not be sound policy to utilize 


it in every way we can and thus secure from it the greatest possible 
good ? 

This is the policy we adopt in regard to every other product of our 
mines, and why not adopt it in regard to this? Every new use which 
we can discover for any commodity tends to enhance its value. Silver 
is no exception to this general rule. Multiply its uses, and not only 


| do we add to its value, but we add to our own wealth as a nation. 


But more than this is true. As we increase the value of silver we 
enlarge tho field of labor. The higher price silver brings in the 
market the more eagerly will men flock to our mines to obtain it, and 
the more richly will they Le rewarded for their toil in digging it. 
Once remonetize it, and we not only stimulate labor at the mines, but 
we give labor to hundreds and thousands of men in shipping the raw 
material to the mints, in smelting it and making it into coin, in fur- 
nishing fuel and other things necessary to keep the mints running, and 
in a variety of other ways which will readily suggest themselves to 
every one. Thus, remonetizing silver will prove a direct blessing to 
a large number of our day laborers as well as making us richer every 
year as @ nation. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Speaker, it would be absolute folly 
to cast our silver away in the future as we are now doing and to say 
that it shall not be used as money on an equal footing with gold. 
Talk as we will, certain nations of the world must of necessity use 
silver as money. No one will claim that it would be wise to attempt 
to do the business of the world with gold alone. Why, sir, according 
to the most reliable estimates the total stock of gold in the world in 
1875, including coin, bars, plate, &c., amounted to only $6,000,000,000. 
The total stock of silver at the same time was estimated at only 
$5,500,000,000. Now if we suppose that one-half of these two metals 
is used as money, we have as the money of the world the sum of 
$5,750,000,000. This amount, if taken from gold alone, would con 
sume nearly the entire stock in existence. Does any thoughtfui nan 
need any hint as to what the effect of such a move would be? 

Why, sir, gold would go up and up antil it reached fabulous prices, 
while everything else would depreciate accordingly. As gould in- 
creased in value, property and labor would decrease, and the result 
would be that the rich would gradually become richer and the poor 
poorer, until at last all property would pass into the hands of the few, 
and the masses would be reduced to a state of vassalage worse than 
that of the dark ages. Now, sir, are we, in this large silver-producing 
nation, ready or willing to help forward thissort ofthing? Is not labor 
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already sufficiently oppressed in our land? Would it not be wisdom 


in us to lay aside all sectional differences and party feeling, come 
together as friends of the public good, and do what we can to assist, 
encourage, and protect the laboring classes rather than to heap addi- 
tional burdens upon them? I ask members to pause and consider the 
matter well before they give their vote against the old silver dollar. 
NO FEARS OF A SURPLUS OF SILVER 

jut, Mr. Speaker, I wish now to noticesome of the objections which 
are urged against remonetizing silver. One of the chief objections, 
and one that is given a prominent position in all the speeches of the 
gold men, is that silver is so abundant in the world that, if we re- 
monetize it it will flow in upon us in such vast quantities as to over- 
stock our market and thus make our silver coin comparatively worth- 
less. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am surprised that any class of men, pos- 
sessing the ability and general intelligence which these men possess, 


should attempt to break down the silver cause by such a weak and | 


groundless argument. The very fact that they seek to weaken the 
cause of their opponents by bringing forward such flimsy and trifling 
objections shows not only the weakness of their cause, but also the 
desperate straits to which they are reduced in order to find some 
means by which they may be able to bolster it up. No man who has 
taken the trouble to post himself as to the amount of silver in the 
world which would be likely to be thrown upon our market in case 


we should remonetize it has any fears of an overstocked market. | 


How much silver would we probably want in case we should remone- 
tize it? Of course, this is to a great extent a matter of conjecture. 
If we resume specie payments, we shall need a vast quantity. Mr. 
D. A. Wells, who is an advocate of the single gold standard, but who 
believes that “silver, after the full action of our mints, would be 
restored to about par with gold,” estimates that we will require not 
less than $300,000,000. If this be so—and I am of the opinion that 
this is a fair estimate—where is this vast quantity to come from? 
The gold advocates tell us that it is to come largely from the nations 
in Europe that have demonetized silver. Well, let us look and see. 
The only nations in Europe that have even partially demonetized 
silver and that would be likely to furnish any of that metal for our 
market are England, Germany, and France. Now, what can we ex- 
pect from these nations? We certainly cannot expect any silver from 


England, for that nation, having adopted the single gold standard as | 


far back as 1821, has none to spare. On the contrary, she is obliged 
to buy silver. Her subsidiary silver coin amounts to from $30,000,000 


to $100,000,000. Besides, she has a large trade with China and Japan, | 


and for this trade silver is a necessity. Hence, instead of shipping 
silver ont of the country, she is obliged to go into the market and 
buy it for her own use, 

France will certainly not have any surplus silver to dispose of. She 
has not demonetized silver, but only stopped coining it for a time. 
Every france of silver coin which she now has she will need for her 
own use. Even if she had asurplus, she wonld scarcely ship it to us, 
for if we remonetize on the old basis of 16 to 1 our standard will be 
about 3 per cent. higher than hers, so that she, having a standard of 
154 to 1, in exchanging her silver for ours would, as Mr. Wells says, 
sustain a loss of 3 per cent. in addition to commissions and expenses 
which would be 2 per cent. more, making a total loss on the whole 
transaction of not less than 5 per cent. Under these circumstances, 
it is safe to conclude that we shall get no silver from France. 

But how is it with Germany? It is true that this nation has 


Nations using silver alone, | Population. | 


87, 000, 000 | Belgium 

pesan — | 36,000,000 | Bolivia .... 
Contral America pusabeuse suse 900.000 | France .... 
Ecuador , 300, 000 | Greece 
China ppaeanabueennt : 425, 000, 000 | Italy 
Imdia .......-.. 300, 000, 000 | Spain ....... 
ED sanacdongena * 9, 000, 000 | Switzerland 
Peru ou ve , 500, 000 | United States. ......... 
United States of Colombia . 700, 000 
oa , 200, 000 
Tunis . —— oe . 000, 000 
Holland ; 3, 700, 000 
Venezuela i 400, 000 
Egypt . 500, 600 
Japan 33, 000, 000 


914, 200, 000 


It will be observed that I include the United States among the | 


nations that use both gold and silver, and I do this because I con- 
sider it almost certain that we shall come back to the double stand- 
ard in a very short time. Now, sir, when it is remembered that 
nearly every one of the nations mentioned in the above table which 
are designated as using gold alone actually uses a large amount of 
silver as subsidiary coin, we shall see that silver is a universal coin 
and is demanded to a greater or less extent by every nation on the 
globe. With this universal demand drawing the limited amount of 
silver dug from the nines each year in every conceivable direction 


adopted the single gold standard, but silver still circulates thur, 
will continue to circulate, as a sort of subsidiary coin, in qu in 
amounts. There are circulating in that country to-day aboy: re 
hundred millions of this coin. Ever since the act of 1873 «& u a et = 
ing silver the process of gathering up and converting the pa “ 
silver coin into bullion has been going on. With such a pro 208 con. 
tinued for over four and a half years it is fair to conclude that al) +), 
surplus coin has been gathered up, converted into bullion. and ao 

except what is contained in the $200,000,000 mentioned above. Now 
no one will claim that Germany can spare all of this $200,000 pi’ 
The law of 1873 which demonetized silver provided that silvers 
be coined to the amount of ten marks per capita. There is a fai, 
prospect that this will be increased to fifteen marks per capita, ]j 
the limit is fixed at ten marks there will only be left of the two hy». 
dred millions about ninety millions yet to throw upon the market 


If the limit is fixed at fifteen marks there will be left less than forty 
millions. ; 


nd 


Aare 


honld 
hould 


Of course the estimates made in regard to this matter vary consid. 
erably as tothe amount. The British silver commission concluded 
that, at the date of their report, July 5, 1876, the amount would ranoo 
anywhere from $40,000,000 to $100,000,000. Mr. D. A. Wells, in his re- 
cent discussion of the silver question, fixes the amount at $=0,000,(00 
and this doubtless is a fair estimate. F 

Now, Mr. Speaker, these three are the only European nations from 
whom we can expect any silver to supply our wants, and of these al] 
that we can get comes from Germany, and that nation can only giy, 
us $80,000,000. Thus this great bug-bear with which the gold men 
have been trying to frighten us has dwindled into absolute insignifi 
cance, 

But, they say, there are the mines of the world; what about the 
quantity of silver which they yield? Well, let us look at the pro- 
duction of the mines and see if we have anything to fear from that 
source. The fairest and most reliable estimates on the subject place 
the annual yield of all the silver mines in the world at not over 
$70,000,000. Now, it is estimated that about three-fifths of all t 
silver produced is used for plate, for ornaments, and in the arts. | 
us put the proportion so used at one-half. That will give ns for us: 
as coin, each year, the sum of $35,000,000. Now, Mr. Speaker, upon 
the supposition that all this $35,000,000 comes to us, together with 
all the $80,000,000 which Germany has to dispose of, does any one 
apprebend that our market will be glutted? It is said that with our 
present mint facilities we can coin about $50,000,000 per year. If 
this be so, my opinion is that we can coin each year more than we 
can possibly obtain from any and all sources. In other words, | 

t 


wt 


believe that the demand will be greater than the supply, and und 
such circumstances, why should any one fear an overstocked mark: 
or a depreciated silver currency ? 

But, Mr. Speaker, what I have said thus far has been said upon the 
supposition that all this silver, both from the mines and from Ger- 
many, will seek a market in this country. But, sir, such a supposi- 
tion is not within the range of probability, or even possibility. There 
are other nations that are just as much in need of silver as we are, 
and that will offer for it just as good a market as we will. I ask the 
gold men, who talk so loudly about an overstocked market and a 
worthless silver currency, to study the following table, and see how 
large a proportion of the world’s population use this metal as coin 


| and how extensive the demand for it must be: 


Distribution of gold, silver, and double currency throughout the world, 


Nations using gold and silver. Population. Nations using gold alone. Population 


, 100,000 | Great Britain ........... peaahsgnenes 
, 800, 000 
36, 100,000 | Australia..... 
1, 500, 000 | Portugal 
26, 200,000 | Turkey in Europe and Asia 
16, 500, 000 
2, 700, 000 aed 
45, 000, 000 | Argentine Republic 
German Empire 
Sweden 
Denmark 


Chili 


135, 500, 000 


all over the earth, why should we have the slightest fear that our 
| own market will be glutted ? 
| But, there is another very important thing for us to consider in 
| this connection, and that is the vast amount of silver that is de- 
| manded every year to meet the wants of the large Asiatic nations. 
| Why, sir, it would seem from present indications that it would require 
more than the entire production of all the silver mines in the world 
to supply the demand of these nationsalone. The immense quantity 
| that they have required for the past few years is surprising. rhe 


| Director of the United States Mint, in his report to the Secretary of 
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Treasury for the fiscal year ending with June 30, 1877, says that | our creditors by paying them in this coin? When the act demone- 
thin the last twenty-two months the export of silver to the | tizing silver w as passed silver was at 3 percent. premium as compared 
Fastern nations from London and San Francisco has amounted to | with gold. In view of this fact no gold man will claim that we should 
¢1 43,500,000.” Mr. J. Hector, deputy secretary of the Bank of Bengal, | have been wronging our creditors if at that time we had called in and 
has recently estimated that British India absorbed $820,000,000 of | paid in silver any and all bonds then due. Why, then, shonld these 
<ilver during the twenty years prior to June, 1875, in excess of her | men claim now that we are wronging our creditors if we pay them 
exports of that metal, or at the rate of $41,000,000 per year. These | withasilver coin that is worth just as much as it wasin 1873? When 
ures give some idea of what an extensive market there has been | we pay our creditors 412} grains of standard silver to-day they get 





fiorure 


for silver among the Asiatic nations. ty just as much value as they would have gotten in 1873 in the same 
But, notwithstanding the vast quantities that have been thrown quantity of silver. They lose nothing by the transaction. Even the 

npon the eastern market, that market has not been overstocked, but gold men must admit that we would have been doing full justice to 

the price, a8 compared with other commodities, has rather more than | our creditors if we had paid them in silver in 1873. ; 

held its own and is full as high to-day as it was in 1873. This fact is Where, then, is the injustice in paying them in silver to-day when 


it 





sufficient to show that there is still an open market there, and that | the silver to-day is equal in purchasing power to the silver of 18757? 
the demand for silver is as great now as at any former time. In fact, | Because gold alone of all commodities has advanced in price must we 
we have every reason to believe that this demand will increase as | pay in gold? This appears to be the doctrine advocated by the gold 
the trade of those nations with the civilized portions of the world | men. In other words, they would have us pay our debts, not accord- 
increases. There is certainly no prospect of this demand becoming | ing to the universal custom of the world in all ages, in the cheaper 
any less in the near future. David A. Wells says that “at present | coin, but in the dearer; if by some trick a law is passed giving one 
the East seems to require annually at least $50,000,000 of silver,” and | metallic coin a monopoly, thus doubling its value, we should pay our 
the concurrent testimony of all those who are in a position to know | debts in that coin, no matter whether we agreed to or not, and no 
is to the effect that silver will find as ready a market in that portion | matter if by paying in this high-priced coin we actually pay double 
of the world for years to come as it has in the years of the past. | what we agreed to pay. : 


Speaking on this subject, the silver commissioners’ report uses the Now, Mr. Speaker, I for one cannot appreciate such a high-toned 
following language : sense of honor as this. These men appear to think that the creditor 
l India} will continue to draw silver from the rest of the world rests upon | is the only person to be consulted in this matter. In their gushing 

the permanent conditions that it has no silver mines, while it abounds in commodi- | and unbounded sympathy for him they seem to forget that the debtor, 
tics which command the precious metals, and has a vast population, industrious ne , af i. oaneth on ¢ cla fen atavar » 
h. whose demand for silver for use as money is evidently increasing, and the people of this great nation, has any rights whatever. Now, sir, 


whose passion for both silver and gold for decoration, ornamentation, and personal | JUStiCe demands that in determining what is right and proper to do 
adornment is proverbially universal. | the interest of both of these parties should be consulted. In all our 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if these Asiatic nations absorb $50,000,000 per deliberations we should bear in mind that the debtor has rights as 
year, we have only $20,000,000 out of the $70,000,000 prodaced annu- well as the creditor. It will not do to consult only the interest of 
ally from the mines to supply the demand of all Europe, Africa, South | the one and trample upon the interest ol the other. When the people 
and North America for silver coin; and that, too, on the supposition | Of this nation through their Representatives in Congress gave those 
that the entire quantity is to be used as coin, and none for plate, for | Notes which the gold men now ¢ laim should be paid in gold, they re- 
ornaments, or in the arts. In view of these facts and figures, it is cer- served theright to pay those notes cither in gold orsilverat their option. 
tainly nonsensical for any person to talk about our market being In this right, sir, we, their chose n Repre sentatives to-day, should see 
overstocked and our silver coin being at a heavy discount, in case we | them protected. We should guard their interest with the same seru- 


should restore our silver coinage tothe place which it formerly occu- pulous care that we do that of their creditors. I claim that the peo- 
pied. ple, having reserved the right to pay their notes in either gold or sil 


THE CHARGE OF REPUDIATION. ver, at their option, do no injustice or wrong to any one if they pay 


Again, Mr. Speaker, the gold men are very much exercised for fear | those notes in silver. Indeed, I claim that by paying in silver they 
somebody is going to be cheated in case we remonetize silver. What! | flfill both the letter and spirit of the laws under which their notes 
they exclaim in horrified tones, are you going to wrong the nation’s | (the Government bonds) were given. In fact, their right to pay in 
creditors by paying them in a depreciated currency? Are you going | Si/ver is so clear that I cannot see how any intelligent man can dis- 
to set yourselves up as a nation of swindlers and repudiators? Silver, | PUte It. But as there are men who do dispute this right, I wish to 
they say, is worth in the market to-day as bullion only ninety-two | Cl! attention to the laws authorizing the issue of the Government 
cents on the dollar, and it would be an act of great injustice and | bonds. It seems to me thai these laws ought to settle this question 
wrong to compel our creditors to take coin made of such aglepre- | 88 te payment at once and forever. Let us see. ; 
ciated metal in exchange for the bonds which they now hold. Now, | According to Secretary Sherman's statement of the public debt of 
these gentlemen, in talking about this matter, seem to forget one very | the United States for the month of December, 1577, our outstanding 
important thing, and that is, that silver is worth just as much to-day. interest-bearing bonds are as follows: 
as far as its purchasing power is concerned, as it was in 1873, when | Loan authorized by act of February 8, 1861 suvawesusens .--. $18, 415, 000 


the act demonetizing silver was passed. In spite of the unfavorable ’ an oe : by a a ra 17 a August 5, 1661.........-. ns oa oe 

ceekat lS nal a A Tn Oe POR AC . S ~Ra ‘ a an authorized by act of March R63 cain etna e-e-- 75,000, 006 
legislation of Congress, silver has not depreciated at all. Gold, being | yo) authorized by act of March 3, 1e64 ...--..... 194. 566. 300 
given a monopoly, has increased in value, and silver, as compared | Loan authorized by act of March 3, 1-65 ...... eS ewcccecccece 464,925, 550 
with that coin on the basis of the old coinage, is to-day at a discount | Loan authorized by act of July 14, 1870... ......-. +--+ ++ eee ee eee es 783, 340, 350 


ofS percent. But, sir, when compared with other commodities, sil- Now, Mr. Speaker, let us look for a moment at the various acts 
ver has held its own, and its purchasing power to-day is as great as authorizing these loans and see what they say as to the payment of 


it was five year®ago. | : 5 ia tices fel 17; Ano 5 1R 
Speaking on this point, the report of Senator JonEs’s silver com- | the bonds. In the acts of February 8, July 17, and August 5, L>61, 
g § ’ ‘ Cun * there is nothing said as to what kind of money shall be used for pay- 


ae ? ing either principal or interest. This matter was left to the option 
In respect to the disturbance in the relative market value of the metals which | of the Government entirely, and had there been nosubsequent legisla 
followed the German demonetization of silver, it could be shown from a comparison | tion the } 1s issued under these ‘several acts might have been paid 
of prices in silver in 1873 and 1877 that that metal has more than maintained its | MUON the bonds Issued une } f at acts gb ha pa 
purchasing power over everything-except gold. In 1873 sixty pence in gold would | either in gold, silver, or legal-tender notes as the Government saw 
purchase an ounce of standard silver in London. In 1877 it only requires fifty-four | fit. 
pence to buy the same amount. | It is within the knowledge of all that fifty-four In the act of March 3, 1463, it is expressly stipulated that both the 
i will now buy, in England or in any other country, more real estate, more incipal and interest of the 1ed there xr shall be paid 
abor, aud more of the general commodities which the world deals in, except silver, | PTiNcipal and interest of the bonds issued thereunder shall be paid in 
than sixty pence would in 1873. The exchangeable value of an ounce of standard | ‘ coin. } / 
silver is therefore greater than it was four years ago. The act of March 3, 1864, says that the bonds, for which it pro- 
But we need not rely on the silver commission alone. There is an | Vides, shall be “ payable at any. period not more than forty years trom 
abundance of other testimony bearing on this same point. Senator | date in coin. > . 
MATTHEWS in his recent speech on the silver question says : The act of March 3, 1865, says nothing about the kind of money in 
It can be demonstrated by an impregnable array of facts that silver can to-day which the bonds issued under said act shall be paid. 
buy more of every other known product of human labor than it could in July, 1870, The act of July 14, 1870, provides for issuing 5, 44, and 4 per cent. 
fi na tn aa ee =. a a eet ee every- | bonds and says that said bonds shall be “ redeemable in coin of the 
ing but gold; here, elsewhere. In Asia, in Europe, throughou is whole conti- aaah snes ‘ a> ? eat 5 ain a eel cae 
hent, nowhere, measured by the average price of the general commodities of the present standard a alu )’ and the interest is made “ payable semi-an 
world, has silver depreciated the breadth of a hair. On the contrary, it has main- nually in such coin.” — ; . 
tained its position. It can buy to-day more land, more houses, more machinery, Now, Mr. Speaker, it will be observed that in every one of these 
an — a: erage = tore everything than it could in 1870, the same number | acts where anything at all is said about the kind of money in which 
moors a¢ B 2 ape ; . . Pre 
Teter the bonds shall be paid the word “ coin” is used, not gold. But let 
In replying to Mr. MatrHEws, Senator Eaton, himself an earnest | us look a little further. On the 18th day of March, 1569, Congress, 
advocate of the single gold standard, admitted what Mr. MATTHEWs | with the express purpose of settling all questions as to the payment 
had said, as far as this country is concerned, in the following words : | of the Government bonds, passed what is called “ an act to strengthen 
That it (silver] can buy more land in America to-day than it could in 1870 un- | the public credit,” which says: 
doubtedly is trae. That in order to remove any doubt as to the purpose of the Government to dis- 


Now, Mr. Speaker, if the purchasing power of 412} grains of stand- | Ch4rge all just obligations to the public creditors and t settle conilicting ques- 
=. tions and aneeegenetiens of the laws by virtue of which such obligations have 


ard silver is as great to-day as it was in 1870 or in 1573, (and no one | jen contracted, it is hereby provided and declared that the faith of the United 
aiter luvestigating the matter can doubt it,) what wrong shall we do | Statesis solemnly pledged to the payment in coin, or its equivalent, of all the obliga 
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ft United States not beariz 
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g interest, known as United States notes, and 

all t ntere wring obligations of the United States, expept in cases where 
the law authorizing the issne of any such obligation has expressly provided that 
the same may be paid in lawfal money or other currency than gold and silver 
But none of said interest-bearing obligations not already due shall be redeemed or 
paid before maturity unless at such time United States notes shall be convertible 
inte coin at the option of the holder, or unless at such time bonds of the United 
States bearing a lower rate of interest than the bonds to be redeemed can be sold 
at parincoin. And the United States also solemnly pledges its faith tomake pro 
vision at the earliest practicable period for the redemption of the United States 
botes In col 

Now, Mr. Speaker, can any intelligent person after reading this 
act donbt for a moment as to how our bonds are to be paid? This 
act says clearly and distinctly that they shall be paid in “coin.” 
Will any gold man tell me that the word “ coin,” as here used, means 
merely gold? Does he or any other man believe that those mem- 
bers of Congress who voted for this act intended that this word 
“coin” should mean gold and only gold? No man who has studied 
this question at all can believe that. Why, sir, in this very act the 
word “coin” is used as synonymous with the words “ gold and sil- 
ver.” That word means “ gold and silver” wherever it is used, not 
only in this act, but in all the several acts under which our bonds 
were issued both during and since the war. 

In fact, up to 1273 no one ever thought of its meaning anything 
else. When he saw the word “ coin” in these acts every man in- 
stinctively said to himself, “‘ That means gold and silver.” He never 
thought of dropping silver out of it and of associating it with gold 
alone. Why? Simply because gold and silver had always been 
the “coin” of the country. There had been no time during all our 
history when they had not stood side by side in our Constitution, 
upon our statute-books, and in our commercial and every-day life ; 
and knowing this, it never occurred to him that the word * coin” 
meant simply gold. Why, sir, silver had always been one of the 
coins in this country up to 1873. As far back as 1726, the congress 
of the Confederation passed an act whereby a silver dollar contain- 
ing 375.64 grains of pure silver was established as the “unit of 
account.” By the coinage act of April 2, 1792, the first coinage act 
ever passed under our present Constitution, one of the coins author- 
ized was a silver dollar containing 371} grains of pure silver. This 
was “the dollar of our fathers” and it continned to be one of the 
coins of the country until it was struck down by the law of 1873. 
During all the years of the war, when our bonds were issued with a 
pledge that they should be paid in “coin,” this silver dollar was 
recognized, both upon our statute-books and in our commercial and 
business transactions, as one of our legal coins. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in view of all these facts, how can any one say 
that the Government is disregarding its obligations and violating its 
plighted faith if it claims the right to pay its bonds in a silver coin- 
age of 4124 grains of standard silver to the dollar?) What more can 
justly be demanded of a government than to pay its debts according 
to contract? And yet these gold men tell us that it is repudiation 
and dishonesty for our Government, after having agreed to pay its 
bonds in silver, to assert its right to pay them in that coin. Why, 
sir, ever since the people began to ask the privilege of paying their 
bonds in silver, according to contract, we have heard nothing from 
these men but charges of repudiation and dishonesty. In their 
speeches, in their papers, and from their pulpits they have assailed 
those who favor remonetization and have heaped upon us all the vile 
epithets that imagination could invent. To hear some of these men 
talk one would almost be forced to the conclusion that the silver men 
were the worst set of vagabonds, swindlers, and thieves on the face 
of the earth. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I most sincerely regret the kind of talk in which 
these men indulge. Lam sorry that the question has become so much 
of a sectional question, arraying the East against the West and the 
West against the East in such bitter hostility. This question is one 
that should be discussed without sectional bitterness, without using 
vile epithets, or calling bad names. To those who charge the silver 
wivocates with being repudiationists and swindlers, 1 wish to say 
that the charge is wholly false. The silver men are as honest and 
true as any class of men either in this or any other country. They 
are as sensitive in regard to the national honor as are the men who 
eharge them with seeking to tarnish it, and have done as much in 
the years of the past, both during and since the war, to preserve that 
honor unsullied, as it was possible for any class of men to do. 

Why, sir, the people of the great State of Illinois, which I have the 
honor in part to represent on this floor, are practically a unit in favor 
of remonetizing silver. Will these gold advocates dare to come for 
ward and brand the people of that State as repudiationists and swin- 
dlers? No, sir; these people are honorable, and are ever willing to 
do what is fair and right. Never in all their history have they shown 
#ny inclination to wrong their creditors or to hold back from them a 
single farthing that was their just due. To-day they lift up one 
united voice and declare that never with their consent shall the cred- 
itors of this great Republic suffer the least injustice or wrong. In 
national as in State atfairs they are willing to live up to all contracts, 
both in letter and spirit. But while they are willing to do this, 
while they demand that the national crediters shall be protected in 
all their rights, they demand also that the people, who are the debt- 
ors, shall be protected in their rights as well. When the contract 
declares that the nation’s creditors shall be paid in gold, they say let 
them be paid in that coin; when the contract designates silver, they 


| under the act of July 14, 1870, and want to know if the ad 


| 
| 
| 


say let the creditor receive silver; but when the contract gay 
and when by every conceivable interpretation of law coin 
either gold or silver, they say let payment be made in eit}, 
silver, at the option of the Government. They fail to see. 
fair and unprejudiced man must fail to see when he comes to J» 
the matter in its true light, how a Government can violate jts 
or tarnish its honor when it lives up to its contract and does 
agrees to do. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the gold men are anxious about the bond 
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removetization are in favor of paying those bonds in silver, |, 


not speak for any one but myself; and speaking for myself [ wi}} .,, 
that Iam most decidedly in favor of paying those bonds in sijvor 
And this position I am led to take for the simple reason that the w, nl 
“coin” as used in the act of 1870 means either gold or silver, just 4< 
it does when used in the other acts which I have before mentioned 
The act of 1570 says clearly and distinctly that the bonds issued 
under it shall be “redeemable in coin of the present standard yalye-” 
that is, in coin which was standard value at the time the act wis 
passed on the 14th day of July, 1870. The coin of standard valye 
then was just what it had been for nearly forty years, namely, a gold 
coin of 25.8 grains to the dollar and a silver coin of 4124 grains to 
the dollar, each nine-tenths fine. If, then, we pay these bonds in gi}. 
ver of the standard value of 1870 we certainly live up to our agree. 
ment, and neither disregard the rights of the creditor nor bring dis- 
honor upon the nation. 

But, it is urged, did not Secretary Sherman publish a letter in which 
he said that these bonds should be paid in gold? Well, suppose that 
he did. Who is Secretary Sherman that he shonld attempt to over- 
ride law? What right has he to say that these bonds shall be paid 
in gold when the law says explicitly that they shall be paid in coin, 
that is, in either gold or silver? Mr. Sherman has no right or author 
ity to make such a statement. Mr. Sherman is only the agent of the 
people to carry out the law—to issue these bonds according to the 
terms of the law authorizing their issne. The question is, not what 
Mr. Sherman says, but what the law says, and the law is abundantly 
clear as to how the bonds shall be paid. 7 

But the gold advocates say that as we received gold for thes 
bonds we should pay them in gold. This might be a good arguinent 
for a repudiationist, but it is rather a weak one for the gold men. It 
proves decidedly too much for them. Once establish the principle 
that we are at liberty to pay our bonds in the same kind of money 
which was paid for them, and we can pay off all the bonds issned 
prior to 1870 in legal-tender notes. Do the gold advocates want this 
done? And yet this is just where their argument would land them. 
But, Mr. Speaker, the question is not what kind of money was re- 
ceived for the bonds, but what kind of money we agreed to pay them 
with. On this point the contract is abundantly specific, and if we 
adhere strictly to this contract we shall falfill our every obligation 
and preserve the nation’s reputation unsullied. To my mind there 
is no necessity for our Government’s performing anything more than 
is stipulated in the contract, or for its measuring its obligations by 
any standard of fictitious or sentimental morality simply for fear that 
some interested party may charge it with bad faith. It is sufficient 
if it lives up to its agreement, and no one has any right to ask it to 
do more. 

REMONETIZATION AND THE PUBLIC CREDIT. 

Again, we are told that remouetizing silver will so injure our credit 
abroad that it will be impossible for us to sell our 4 per cent. bonds. 
But why need any such result be feared? If the,money kings of 
Europe want our bonds, can they not do as they did during the war, 
buy them with the cheaper money? It is a notorious fact that 
when our bonds were put upon the market during the war these 
men exchanged their gold for greenbacks, worth only from forty to 
sixty cents on the dollar, and then took these same greenbacks and 
bought bonds with them, dollar for dolar. Now they can exchange 
their gold for silver, if silver is at a discount, and then buy bonds 
with that coin. If we remonetize, we shall be willing to take silver 
for these bonds, so that those who buy cannot lose anything by the 
investment, but have all the advantage that may accrue to them from 
silver appreciating so as to be at par with gold. 

But, Mr. Speaker, for one I am not as anxious as these men are to 
have our bonds taken by the money kings of Europe. In fact I do 
not want them taken by these men at all. I am one of those persons 
who desire to see our bonds disposed of in our own country, and to 
have our own people become the nation’s creditors. I am persuaded, 
sir, that a bond bearing 3.65 or 4 per cent. interest can be disposed 
of readily here at home among our own citizens. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I do not rely on my own opinion in this matter 
merely. I have here the opinion on this subject of a gentleman 
who is in a much better position than I am to judge of what the 
people need in this direction and what would probably be popular 
with them. In his last annual report, Secretary Sherman, in speak- 
ing on this subject, uses these words : 


The attention of Congress is called to the great value to our fellow-citizens of the 
organization of somo plan for the collection, safe-keeping, and profitable employ- 
ment of small deposits by the people. How far this can be done withont tren hing 
upon the proper functions of the State governments is a question of dithiculty ; yet 
it is important to secure if possible a general system throughout the | nited State 8. 
This can hardly be effected by the organization of a multitude of savings _ 
depending upon the fidelity, integrity, and skill of their officers, but the benetic 
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object of such banks might be secured by authorizing the deposit of small sums 
with any postal money-order oflice in the United States, and the issue of Govern- 
nent certificates, convertible on demand of the holder into 4 per cent. bonds of the 


pited States of such character, description, and amount as will enable and induce 
wrudent persons to convert their earnings into a public security of stable value. 
} he money thus received could beemployed in the redemption of outstanding bonds 
+a higher rate of interest. By somesuch system it is believed that the great 
¢ our public debt, reduced to its smallest possible burden, could be distrib- 
nted among our own people. With @ slight moditication of existing law this bene- 
t cial result would be secured. The deposits now held by savings-banks throughout 
the country amount to $243, 154,804, deposited by 2,300,000 persons, and mostly by 
deserving citizens, who thus wisely seek to preset ve small savings for future need. 
X» object could more strongly appeal to the considerate judgment of Congress. 
The heavy losses that have been sustained throngh savings-banks, whose funds 
have been ingeesteeaey loaned upon insnflicient security, have inflicted far greater 
injury upon the depositors than would a similar loss suffered by persons engaged in 
banking or commercial pursuits. The Secretary therefore recommends that au- 
thority be granted to issue certificates for small deposits, convertible into 4 per 
cent. bonds now authorized by law, the proceeds to be used solely for the redemp- 
tion of bonds bearing @ higher rate of interest and now redeemable at par. 

Thinking that some action should be taken in this matter by the 
present Congress, early in the extra session I introduced a bill into 
this House providing for a Government bond, the first section of 
which bill reads as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to issue, in a sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate 
$00,000,000, conpon bonds of the United States, in such torm as he may prescribe, 
{ jcnominations of $25, $50, $100, $500, and $1,000, in equal sums of each of 


and ina . a 
«id denominations, which bonds shall be redeemable in coin of the — stand- 
sear interest, 


after fifty years from the date of their issne, and shall 

ayable semi-annually in such coin, at the rate of 3.65 per cent. per annum; said 
bonds and the interest thereon to be exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties 
of the United States, as well as from taxation in any form by or under any State, 
municipal, or local authority ; and the said bonds shall have set forth and expressed 
on their face the above-sp: citied conditions, and shall, with their coupons, be made 
payable at the subtreasuries and national banks of the United States. 

Now this bill may not be just what is most to be desired, but Iam 
confident that a bond something like this can be provided, which 
will prove just what we need and which can be made to work in the 
interest of both the Government and the individual citizen. The 
wany failures of savings and other banks within the last few years, 
and the immense losses which have resulted therefrom to their thou- 
sands of depositors, have created a demand for a Government bond of 
this kind that will faspish to the people a means for the investment 
of their surplus earnings which shall be safe. Let the Government 
put such a bond on the market; let that bond be registered so that 
it cannot circulate as money ; let the people understand that they can 
invest their money in it, and then, when they want their money again, 
can present the bond and get both their money and the interest thereon, 
and I have no doubt that the great bulk of deposits all over the coun- 
try, especially in small amounts, will be invested in this bond. 
eral reasons can be given why such a bond is desirable. 

In the first place, as I have said before, it will furnish a safe invest- 
ment for the surplus earnings of the people. The losses on account 
of bank failures during the past few years, have fallen heavily upon 
all classes of our citizens, but more especially upon the day laborers 
who, in many cases, had all their surplus earnings deposited in these 
banks, and when the banks went down their little all was swept 
away forever. Such a bond as I speak of would offer to these people 
a means of investment which would prevent all such losses. Every 
day laborer who could get together $25 more than was necessary to 
meet the present wants of himself and family, could invest that $25 
in one of these bonds, feeling that his money was perfectly safe and 
that he could get it whenever he wanted it, together with a fair 
interest on it while so invested. 

In the second place, such a bond would be desirable, because it 
would distribute our immense debt among our own people. The aver- 
age deposits in this country during the past five years have reached 
about $1,200,000,000. Now if we suppose that half of this amount 
(which is a reasonable supposition) is invested in these bonds, that 
will give us $600,000,000. If the average amount of investment is 
$1(0, our bonds will be distributed among six millions of our people. 
These people will thus become pecuniarily interested in maintaining 
the credit of the Government. They will feel it incumbent upon 
them, as a matter of self-interest, to put forth their best efforts not 
only to build up and strengthen the Government, but to preserve its 
honor and good name unsullied. Such a bond, thus distributed, would 
bind the people to the Government so strongly that it would be im- 
possible for base and ambitious men ever to work its overthrow. 

Again, if $600,000,000 were invested in these bonds, much of that sum 
could be used by the Government in buying up 5 and 6 per cent. bonds, 
and canceling them. In this way we virtually fund our debt, or 
a portion of it, into a bond bearing a lower interest, and thus accom- 
plish all that could be accomplished by funding it into the 4 per cent. 
bonds authorized by the act of 1870, and at the same time we keep 
our bonds at home instead of sending them to Europe. How much 
of the amount invested in these bonds could safely be used in buying 
up higher-interest bonds is uncertain. If we suppose $300,000,000 of 
the $600,000,000 to be thus used, we shall save in interest each year 
on a 4 per cent. bond (provided the amount bought of the 5 per cent. 
bonds is equal to that of the 6 per cent.) the sum of $4,500,000, which 
18 Certainly an item worth considering. 

But there are other advantages to be derived from this bond. If 
the holder can present it at any time he chooses and get the money 
for it, it will serve as an effectual safe-guard against pauics, and if 
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the Government reserves the right to give out in exchange for the 
bond either gold, silver, or legal-tender notes, the bond becomes an 
equalizer of value between these three kinds of money. My idea is 
that gold, silver, and legal-tender notes should constitute the money 
of this country. I would have the gold coin as it is, the silver coin 
as it was, with 412} grains to the dollar and the legal-tenders as they 
are except to enlarge their legal-tender power and make them re- 
ceivable for customs duties. The following bill, which I introduced 
into this House a few days ago, expresses my ideas in regard to the 
legal-tender notes: 

A bill prohibiting any further destruction of logal-tender notes, and making such 

notes a legal tender for customs duties. 

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all that portion of the act approved January 
14, 1875, entitled ‘An act to provide for the resumption of specie paymenta,” which 
reads as follows, to wit: “And whenever and so often as circulating notes shall be 
issued toany such banking association so increasing its capital or circulating notes 
or so newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to redeem the legal-tender United States notes in excess only of $300,- 
000,000, to the amount of 80 per cent. of the sum of national-bank notes so issued 
to any such banking association as aforesaid, and to continue such redemption as 
such circulating notes are issned until there shall be outstanding the sum of $300- 
000,000 of such legal-tender United States notes, and no more,” be, and hereby is, 
eens that the volume of outstanding legal-tender notes shall not be reduced 
below the sum of $350,000,000; that under the operation of the act providing for 
the resumption of specie payments on the Ist day of January, 1879, the legal-tender 
notes shall not be canceled as they are received into the United States Treasury, 
but may be paid out in liquidajion of any and all claims against the United States 
Government, and shall be a full legal tender for all debts, both public and private, 
including customs duties, except in cases where payment is otherwise provided for 
by law or by special contract. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, with a circulating medium embracing these three 
kinds of money, each a full legal tender, and the Government having 
the right to pay in whichever it chooses, there would be maintained 
between them a perfect equilibrium which nothing could disturb. 

But how is the equilibrium between gold and silver to be brought 
about? The gold men say that it will be an impossibility to bring 
silver which is at present selling in the market at ninety-two cents 
on the dollar up to a par with gold. But, Mr. Speaker, my theory 
is that if the cause which produced the difference in the value of 
gold and silver be removed the two will speedily come together. 
When silver was demonetized gold was given a monopoly. Under 
such circumstances the demand for gold increased and its price went 
up. On the other hand, silver being discarded the demand for it was 
lessened, and of course it did not appreciate as rapidly as gold. Now, 
sir, deprive gold of its monopoly and it must fall in price. Put silver 
back in its old place and its p:ice will go up and the two will stand 
together. It is a well-known fact that the more uses a commodity 
can be made to serve the more valuable it becomes, other things being 
equal. Use, in fact, is what makes a commodity valuable. Every 
new use to which silver can be applied enhances its value. The gold 
men recognize this fact. The gentleman from New Hampshire [ Mr. 
Bair] said in his recent speech that the tendency of remonetizing 
silver in itself would be to make it more valuable. 

Speaking on this subject September 2, 1876, the London Economist, 
the special organ of the monometallists of England, says: 

If, at the present moment, America would become a silver country, the interest 
and principal of ber obligations would be paid in silver. The evil, of course, 
would not be what the monctary circumstances of the market would now suggest. 
Silver would not be at 52 pence per onnee if America was a country with a sole 
silver currency. So large a demand as her coin requirements would send up the 
price very rapidly—perhaps to its old amount. 

Speaking of our remonetizing silver, the London Standard of Octo- 
ber 20, 1877, uses this language: 

If the United States were to ‘nake silver legal tender for unlimited amounts it 
is certain that the bulk of the currency would be silver. A market would thus be 
opened not only for the production of the Nevada mines, but also for the surplus 
silver now held by Germany. The price would at once go up to its old level, and 
would probably be sustained at that point. For then France would decide also 
to retain the double standard. During the past two years the French Government 
has been watching events. M. Leon Say, the Jate finance minister, again and 
again declared that the Government would not abandon the double standard 
unless the fall in silver proved to be permanent; and every finance minister would 

robably follow the same policy. The determination of the United States. there- 

ore, to retain silver as a legal tender would decide France in the same way, and 
thus the value of the metal would be re-established. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, if we put silver back where it was prior to 1°73 
and thus rob gold of its monopoly, I cannot see why the two coins 
should not come together, especially if, as the Standard snggests, our 
remonetizing silver would lead France to retain the donble standard. 
It is impossible of course to predict what France may do in this mat- 
ter; but I believe that the action of the United States will have much 
to do in determining her course. I coincide most fully in the senti- 
ments expressed in the Senate a few days ago by one of the Senators 
from Tennessee, [Mr. BAILEY :] 

Mr. President, I believe that the Congress of the United States by prompt and 
decided action can arrest the movements looking to the demounetization of silver, 


and thereby prevent the consummation of what 1 can but regard as a crime against 


humanity, the destruction of one-half the money that belongs to mankind 
oT * * . * * 


Sir, we can arrest this movement. Our influence among the nations is commen- 
surate with our great population, our vast commerce, and advanced civilization, 
That influence thrown now into the scale will arrest the attention of the work ; it 
will check the movement of Germany, already brought to a halt; it will sustain 
the states of the Latin uniou in their struggle solong maintained without support. 
Our action will compel all people to reconsider this question and count the cost of 
such gigantic destructions of wealth and the means of creating wealth 


Now, Mr. Speaker, in view of all that I have said, who can doubt 
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that silver, if restored to its former position, will hold its own with | 


gold? Is there, in faet, any good reason why it should not? During 
the entire history of this nation up to 1573 it stood side by side with 
gold and was its equal in every respect. Give it again the sanction 
of the Government, make it a legal tender for all debts in all amounts, 
and there is nothing to fear. In France and other nations of Europe 
silver holds its own with gold in the proportion of 154 to 1. Why 


should it not do the same here when we coin it in the proportion of | 


16 to 1. 


GOLD DRIVEN FROM THE COUNTRY 


But, Mr. Speaker, we are told that gold will be driven from the 


country in case we remonetize silver. It would be interesting if those | 


who talk in this way would inform us where the gold is that is to be 
thus driven away from us. It is a notorious fact that there has been 
no gold of any consequence in the country since the first years of the 
late war, and there is but little here now. 

The drain upon us to pay the interest upon our European indebted- 
ness has been so great for the past few years that our exports of this 
coin have largely exceeded our imports. During the year ending 
June 30, 1877, our exports exceeded our imports by over $15,000,000 ; 


there was, and it should be driven away as these men say, what of it? 
It would simply go out of the country to pay our debts or to purchase 
something that we needed. We would get an equivalent for every 
dollar that we sent away, and hence we should suffer no loss. Our 
debts must be paid, and if we do not send our gold to pay them we 
will be obliged to send something else of equal value. This objec- 


tion, like many others that these men bring forward, amounts to | 
nothing, and only shows to what weak arguinents they are obliged 


to resort in order to bolster up their cause. 
REMONETIZATION A NECESSITY. 
Bat, Mr. Speaker, to my mind the remonetization of silver is not 
only right, but it is an absolute necessity. We are nearing the time 
fixed for the resumption of specie payments. There is now not the 


slightest prospect that the “resumption act” will be repealed. We | 


shall therefore be called upon, on the Ist of January, 15879, to 
redeem our legal-tender notes in coin. In order to be ready to meet 
this call and to make our attempt to resume a success we shall be 
obliged to call to our aid every resource possible, It will be exceed- 
ingly difficult, if not utterly impossible, to obtain gold sufficient for 


our needs. Silver can be obtained and we should certainly avail | 


ourselves of it. With its aid the attempt to resume can be made a 
snecess. Lagree entirely with the sentiments expressed by the Lon- 


don Standard when in speaking of the difficulties in the way of our | 


resuming with gold alone it says: 


It is nnquestionable that resumption could be effected much more easily if silver 
were made legal tender for unlimited amounts, and this not because a silver dollar 
at present prices would range lower in ees with gold than a paper dollar, 
but because there is not suflicient gold to be obtained with which to resume. At 
the present moment the demands of the German, French. and American govern- 
ments for gold for coinage purposes compel the Bank of England to raise its rate 


of discount to 5 per cent., even though trade is stagnant. If the United States | eB , : : 
coins were worth more as bullion than as coin, and consequently 


exposed to this drain and there will be constantly recurring crises. If, on the | went out of circulation into the melting-pot. In 1834 the gold eagle, 


determine on having only a gold standard, the gold markets will be perpetually 


contrary, this country puts silver on a level with gold, it will be spared the inces 
sant competition with European countries for gold, and the money markets of 
Europe will be relieved of a permanent strain. 

RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the gentlemen on the other side of this question 
talk a great deal about the rights of our creditors, the bondholders. 
In view of the proposition to pay these men in silver a distinguished 
gentleman in the Senate, [Mr. KERNAN, ] in the course of his remarks 
a few days ago, asked: “ Have these bondholders not the right to 
respond, ‘Is that fair to us?’” Now, Mr. Speaker, I am in favor of 
giving the bondholder everything that is justly due him. I would 
not wrong him in any particular. But, sir, there are others who have 
rights in this matter as well as the bondholders. ‘The people of this 
nation have rights and these rights should be guarded by the people’s 
representatives with the same care with which the rights of the bond- 
holders are guarded, When it is proposed to pay the bondholder in 
gold at its appreciated value, thus taking from the people the privi- 
lege guaranteed to them in the contract, of paying in either gold or 
silver as they desired, have not the people the right to respond, “ Is 
that fair tous?” I believe in dealing fairly and honestly with both 
parties and of giving to each all the rights to which he is entitled 
under the law. 

THE OLD CONTEST BETWEEN THE MONEY-POWER AND THE PEOPLE. 

And now, in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I wish to say that this contest 
in regard to paying our bonds is the old contest between the money 
power and the people. The money power of this country has had 
everything its own way for many years, and it imagines that it can 
have itsown way now. For years the money kings of Wall street, 


intluenced by the money kings of Europe, have dictated the financial | 


— of our Government, aud that, too, in their own interest. When 
say this, I say what every one knows to be true. When I say that 


the financial legislation of the National Congress, thus dictated, has | 
been directly opposed to the best interests of the great majority of | 


our people, I say only what history will record as fact. Why, sir, 


|} edness. It is estimated that the State, railroad, and corporation debt 
| of this country amount to between $4,000,000,000 and $5,000.10 i) 
| These debts were mostly contracted prior to the passage of the ; 


| the contract with their creditors? Was not the passage of th 
during the year ending June 30, 1876, by over $40,000,000, and during 
the year ending June 30, 1875, by over $54,000,000. In fact, there is 
. . >. > j 
practically no gold in the country to be driven away. But suppose 
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and 1875. Suppose these two acts remain in force, what wil] }, 
result? On the Ist of January, 1879, we resume specie payine); 
What follows? Simply that all the debts, both of our Govern» 
and our people, must be paid in gold at its appreciated valye_ 
whose interest is the legislation which made such payment o))\¢ 
tory? Inthe interest of the few who happen to be creditors a, 
against the interest of the many who are debtors. 

Why, sir, the act of 1873 deprived the people of this nation, at ono 
blow, of one-half their means to pay their debts. It struck dow) 
silver coin of the nation, and declared that the people shonld yo 
longer pay their debts in anything but gold, or its equivalent. at a 
monopoly price. To comprehend the magnitude of this wrony 
only necessary to understand the magnitude of the people's inde 
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1573. The people understood, when they contracted these debts, tha: 
they were to pay them in either gold orsilver. Now, sir, is there any 
justice in striking down the right which was guaranteed to them by 
of 1873 a direct violation of the sanctity of contracts? Since eat 
act was passed, gold has been gradually increasing in value, and al] 
other commodities have been decreasing. To compel people to pay 
their debts in a coin forced up as gold has been is an act of the most 
flagrant injustice. I do not wonder that the people have becone 
restive under the unjust burden that has been heaped upon them. | 
do not wonder that they are speaking ont in forcible and decided 
tones, demanding that the wrong against them be righted. They ask 
nothing unfair, nothing wrong, nothing that is not due them. They 
simply ask that the act of 1873 be repealed, and that the silver doj- 
lar of 412} grains be restored to its former place. As the represent- 
atives of the people, it is our duty to heed their demand. It is our 
duty to protect tbem in their rights—those rights which were guar- 
anteed to them in the contract with their creditors. Nothing more 
than this do they ask and with nothing less will they be satistied. 
REMONETIZATION OF SILVER—BIMETALLIC STANDARD. 

Mr. HASKELL. Mr. Speaker, the right of Congress to restore the 
silver dollar of 412} grains standard silver to its original place in the 
coinage of the United States seems to be no longer seriously ques- 
tioned, though a brief review of some of our earlier coinage acts may 
not be considered out of place here. The Mint act of 1792 was the 
law under which our coinage actually began, and contained this pro- 
vision: 

There shall be struck and coined from time to time, at the said mint, dollars or 


units, each to be of the value of aSpanish milled dollar as the same is now current, 
and to contain 3713 grains of pure or 416 grains of standard silver. 


By this act the silver not the gold dollar was made the monetary 


| unit; primarily, then, when in acontract the word “ dollar” was used 


it meant the silver dollar of 371} grains of pure silver. 
This act with reference to the silver dollar remained in force until 
1n37, when its weight was reduced to 4124 grains and its fineness was 


| increased. During all these years from 1792 to 1837 silver circulated 


to the almost entire exclusion of gold, for the reason that the gold 


which by act of 1792 had been made to contain 270 grains with its 


| fineness fixed at 916%, was reduced to 258 grains in weight, and the 


fineness was also reduced to 899.225. The fineness was again changed 


| in 1837 to 900, (9 parts pure gold to 1 part alloy.) (See Money and 


Legal Tender, Linderman.) From this date until 1573 the relative 
conditions of gold and the silver dollar which had existed from 1792 
to 1837 were exactly reversed; the silver dollar became worth more 
as bullion than as coin, and went out of circulation into the melting- 
pot, the premium on the silver dollar (measured in gold) about the 
date of its demonetization being 103.12. 

It will be noticed in this connection that in readjusting the ratio 
between gold and silver in 1837 the overweighted or most valu- 
able coin was reduced or sought to be reduced to the level of the 
cheaper coin or monetary unit, the silver dollar, and that in this the 
debtor interest was protected. We are now asked to increase the 
weight of the cheaper coin, if it is re-established at all, to the detri- 
ment of the debtor interest and the enhancing of the creditor inter- 
est, and that, too, when the public and private debtor interest is enor- 


| mously large. If in 1834 it was thought best for the general good not 
| to increase the burden of debt obligations, but rather to lighten them, 


how much more does the best interests of our debt-ridden people at 
this time demand that if any change is to be made in our coinage 
laws it be made in the interest of the debtor rather than that of the 
creditor? We do not ask this. We are not asking for the relief of 
the debtor interest as against the creditor, but for even and exact 


justice ; for the repeal of that act whereby (as it has since been proven) 


the debtor was discriminated against, and the restoration of that 
status which existed at the time the great body of our debts were con- 
tracted; but our friends who put themselves on record as in favor 


| of the single gold standardand legal tender insist that the ten billion 


of public and private indebtedness shall be allowed to increase indefi- 
nitely as the value of gold may increase and the difference between 
the gold dollar and the silver one (which was not only our monetary 


| unit but the measure of the value of our contracts) grows greater and 
look at that legislation, or a portion of it! Take the acts of 1873 | 


greater. 














And now since our anti-silver men are wont to denounce our argu- 
as weak and untenable, let me quote from one of their own 


ments a ; ; 
apostles that if perchance we “out of their own mouths condemn 
them” they may respect the logic by which it is done: 

ts payable in coin are in effect payable in commodities. A comed dollar 


ve 
3 re 1873 in this country was not an imaginary unit, but a physical actuality 
posed of 4124 grains of silver, or 23.8 grains of gold. In all commercial transac- 
umon honesty also requires that the dollar shall always be treated as a 
ylity, ¢. ¢., that its name shall always indicate a given fineness and weight of 
tal. A bushel is not an imaginary measure of capacity, a yard is not an im 
inary measure of length, a pound is not an imaginary measure of weight, and a 
‘liar ought not to be regarded in any sense as an imaginary measure of valuc 
debts payable in coin dollars are stipulated rights to specitic property and | 
h law and morals should be held equally sacred with property itself. Any 
‘nterference With the rights of contracts is only a form of theft or robbery. It is 
‘ye that there has never been any national law requiring that coin contracts shall 
navable in gold and silver coins of the weight and fineness established by law at 
time the contracts are made, but it is generally recognized nevertheless as a 
oral and constitutional obligation to pay in the same numberof grains of pure metal 
as the law required when a given contract was made. And it is time that Congress 
should act and proclaim that this hereafter must be the kuown, conceded, and 
recognized rule. There is no reason furthermore why this rule should not be ap- 
licable to all debts contracted when silver was a practicable legal tender, even if 
r is permanently depreciated and if its full remonetization will not restore it 
gold.— David A. Wellgin The Silver Question. 


Then he said: 

But conceding all this it would be expedient for the debtor to inquire whether 
he is to be the least benefited by the proposed full and unlimited remonetization 
of silver 

We will treat of this further on, after quoting another anti-“dollar- 
of-the-fathers” authority, (Dr. Linderman, Director of the Mint,) | 
who says on page 114 of his book entitled Gold and Legal Tender : 


On the 14th of July, 1870, an act to authorize the refunding of the national debt 
wasapproved, which authorized the sale, exchange, and issue of prescribed amounts 
5, 44, and 4 per cent. bonds, redeemable in “ coin of the present standard value,”’ 
t the “pl asure of the United States, after certain periods named, the interest pay 
able in such coin. Strictly construed the words “coin of the present stanton’ 
value’ as used in this act must be regarded as meaning the full lezal-tender coins 
which at the time represented the money of account; that is, all the gold coins 
lat the rate of 25.6 grains, nine-tentls fine, to the dollar, and the silver dollar 
grains of the same fineness 








to par W ith 


con 
of 412} 

Evidently thus far the law and the precedent are both on our 
side. “ But,” say our anti-silver friends, “ these holders of our bonds 
‘expected’ to be paid in gold.” To this I reply that our obligation to 
pay our public debt is a statutory obligation, and not one of “ expect- 
ation” or “supposition.” All are presumed to know the law, and the 
law reads “ coin,” of which fact none are better acquainted than those 
who bought our bonds. If, therefore, it was just to ‘the people,” one | 
party to the contract, to make their “ coin” debts payable in gold by 
the act of 1873, why is it not just to the bondholder to now compel | 
him to take just what his contract calls for? 

The real questions for us to determine are: Willit be GooD POLICY 
to remonetize and re-establish the old original dollar of 412} grains? 
What interests are benefited? What interests are injured? And do | 
the benefits outweigh the evils? There are evidently two sides to 
this matter. I can conceive that men may disagree with me on these 
questions and yet be neither thieves nor robbers. May I hope that 
the honorable gentlemen on the other side will accord to us the same 
integrity of purpose which they possess themselves ? 

Since no one can tell where the price of silver will finally settle 
when it shall have been restored to its old place in the coinage it be- 
comes necessary for us to look at the probable effect of ourlegislation 
with silver at a slight discount (measured by gold) and also with 
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vanced, until property has become a burden and taxes a nightmare. 
Restore the silver dollar, and prices will go back to the point from 
which they were unnaturally depressed by the workings of the act of 
ic73. Nor will producing property and the debtor interest be the only 
ones benetited; the private creditor gains as well; for it is out of this 
property and by the profitable use of this property of farms, mines, 
mills,and manufactories that the “ wherewithal” for the satisfaction 
of his debt is to be realized. But, says the poor debtor, who sees his 
farm or his factory about to fall into the hands of his creditor, “ He 
issafe ; he loses nothing; he gains.” Apparently he does at the time; 
but when he has taken this farm and that will and the other piece 
of property, his interest becomes the one of producing property, too, 
and unproductiveness and taxes haunt him as they now haunt you. 
What the money-lender wants for his debt is money generally, not 
property ; and if he does want money he wants the financial condition 
of his country to be such as that property in its present hands will be 
able to earn money. At least he ought to want that, for his true in- 
terest demands that. 

The public creditor, then, is the only one damaged if indeed he is. 
The great massof the people are benelited. The public creditor gets 
all his contract calls for, even if it be a little less than he hoped for. 
The people get only justice. And since this is a Government estab- 
lished for the benefit of the people primarily, it would seem like 
sound public policy to insist that if possible it should accomplish that 
for which it was ordained. ; 

It is charged that this act will drive gold out of the country. It 
may. If silver does not rise and gold fall so that the difference be- 
tween the two dollars is slight, it will drive gold out of the country 
in time undoubtedly, that is, if driving out of the country what 
we do not possess is possible. If it does we shall simply be in the 
condition we were in from 1792 to 1837. It is quite possible that by 
and by we may be compelled to readjust our coinage laws, but first 
let us go back to where we were before we plunged headlong into 
debt. Repair as far as possible the damage done to silver by the act 
of 1873. See first what the ratio of gold and silver will be when we 
cease to debase and dishonor it and then we may have some reliable 
data by which to fix the relative weight and fineness of the two coins ; 
have some sure foundation on which to build. But to ask a debt- 
ridden people to allow one of the two commodities which the Con- 
stitution says shall be received in satisfaction of debts dishonored 
and debased, and then thrust into the background, and the other 
commodity enhanced and overvalued and putted up, made the grand 
monetary standard of the nation with this fictitious value attached 
to it, is toask that which asensible people, conscious of their rectitude, 
will not grant. 

The low price of silver has been secured in large part by adverse 
legislation, not by over production, and yet we are asked to measure 
our coin by the over-valued gold dollar while this condition of things 
exists. 

Then we are charged with an attempt to inflate the curreney with 


silver, as if that were a heinous offense. Inilate with silver! Is not 
| silver a commodity? Is it not a fair representative of labor? Can 
we have too much of it? Is not a silver mine valuable? Can we 


have too many cattle, too much food, too rich soil, too tine a climate ? 
Can we have too much of any commodity which the people of every 
nation find conducive to their prosperity and well being, or too fa- 
vorable conditions for the production of such commodities? I would 

Which 


to God I could inflate the whole country with these things. 





silver at par with gold. If it settle at a price below par, (measured 
by gold,) I have no doubt that we shall be obliged to pay a somewhat 
higher rate of interest upon our bonds. We may not be able to con- 
tinue funding in four per-cents, for instance, unless adjusted to a silver 
standard. Thisis about the extentof theevil. If, on the other hand, 
as many of our wisest men believe, the re-establishment of the silver 
dollar raises it to par with gold, 1 do not see how that can be the re- 
sult; or,if the premium upon gold be as slight as it now is over 
greenbacks I do not see how it could be the result. Ihave said that 
an increase of the rate of interest on the public debt will be the only 
evil result. It may also lower slightly the price of our high-rate-in- 
terest bonds that now range at 10 or 15 per cent. above par, even in 
gold. Suppose it does! Are we to legislate eternally in the interest 
of the bondholder, utterly unmindful of our poorer citizens? Is it 
any part or parcel of good financial policy to keep our bonds up toa 
speculative value ? Is it not generally admitted to have been a wise 
act on the part of the Secretary of the Treasury, in which he placed 
our Government securities where poor men, unused to cat-like watch- 
ing of the stock market, could have an opportunity to invest their 
hard-won earnings in the bonds of their country at par? Even our 
four per-cents were by the management of our syndicate monopoly 
(no longer in existenee) quoted at 102. Sale or no sale, no man could 
buy of them at par, nor could he get them of hisown Government. 

I pause here to give Secretary Sherman due praise for his recent 
report in which he heartily favors the idea of a popular loan. 

In the event that silver does not rise to par with gold the loss to 
usin the interest account will be amply compensated for in the relief it 
will give to the private-debt interest. The only commodity that will 
be injuriously affected is the Government bond. Every other species 
of property will be enhanced in value. Farms, mines, mills, manu- 
factories, and every other producing interest have been depreciated 
vastly wore than the value of the legal-tender dollar has been ad- 





is better, to inflate with silver or contract with gold? When we 
have given that value to silver which this proposed legislation will 
give to it, if then it proves to ve an inflation of the currency, so be 
it; and let our people thank Heaven for the realization of that 
prophecy of President Lincoln, whe saw in the undeveloped mineral 
resources of the Nevadas and the Rocky Mountains a vast storehouse 
of wealth that was to furnish us the means of paying off our enor- 
mous debts. 

I have often been asked, “Of what advantage is # to our people 
who are not in debt, this restoration of the silver dollar of 412} grains? 
I reply that to admit that it will be of advantage to those who are 
in debt is something of an admission, and a recognition of the rights 
of the debtor is most just. But the double standard of value is of 
benefit to all in that, as against the single or gold standard, it pro- 
vides double the quantity of that legal-tender commodity in which 
civilized nations have declared a debtor is at liberty to satisfy his 
debt. Legal-tender coin is labor crystallized. Legal-tender coin is 
property realized. Legal-tender coin is wealth in suc form that it 
commands at will all those commodities which man may need for his 
convenience, pleasure, or profit. 

Mills, mines, farms, and factories may or may not afford their 
owners the means wherewith to purchase that which their pleasure or 
their necessity may demand. Whether they do or do not depends 
upon the varying conditions of trade and the necessities of those with 
whom they may deal for the peculiar commodities they may produce. 
But their products converted into coin possess the power of pur- 
chasing whatever the possesser may desire at all times and under all 
circumstances that can be foreseen. That legislation which tends to 
increase the volume of coin in circulation will facilitate the process 
of conversion of other commodities into coin. The world’s history 
shows very clearly that that people is the most prosperous, that that 
government is most easily maintained and protected, and that citi- 
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zen is most advantageously situated who possesses the most of real- 
ized proper tv. 

Again,I desire that silver should be remonetized, because we very 
largely control the market, because we can produce by the applica- 
tion of labor that which many other nations can procure only by the 
legerdemain of trade. 

Again, I object to a proposition which retains as legal tender only 
the one metal, gold, into which all property must be squeezed before 
it can be used in satisfaction of a debt; into which it must be con- 
verted before it can be made to purchase any other specific com- 
modity. Weare asked by our anti-silver friends to reduce the volume 
of legal-tender coin one-half. Just as it is undeniably true that 
small deliberative bodies are more easily made to yield to base pur- 
poses by corrupt manipulation than large ones, so is it true that a 
small volume of that metal by which the business of the country is 
managed and measured can be controlled by avaricious and corrupt 
speculators. Hence crises would come oftener and their effects would 
last longer than if we broadened the base upon which all commer- 
cial transactions are founded. Walter Bagehot, in the London Econ- 
omist, (although a faithful apostle of the single gold standard,) says: 

Probably if there were gold enough for all the world it would be best that there 
should be but a single standard of value (throughout the world, and that one gold. 


But this is impossible. Some have doubted whether there is gold enough even for 


the nations that now intend to use it; and there certainly is not enough for all the 
world 


So much in reference to the gold supply in the world, in which 
opinion Mr. Bagehot is sustained by all the leading authorities of 
continental Europe ; but in reference to his single standard theories 
which England established during the years of her celebrated “ bank 
restriction” or suspension of specie payments, no more fitting reply 
can be found than that which is contained in a recent speech in the 
House of Representatives by Hon. Jay A. HUBBELL, of Michigan, 
which I give below: 


Phe experience and practice of other nations in this particular are worth some- 
thing. In 1816, at the close of the long and mighty wars in Europe growing out 
of the French revolution, England, the avaricious creditor of the continental na- 
tions, established a single standard, that of gold, for her cains. Why should she 
not? It would greatly enchance ber profits and her wealth. : But was it just? And 
what has been the result! Frequent and violent commercial, banking, and mone- 
tary crises. Two hundred and twenty-three times in the twenty-seven years be- 
ginning with 1847 was the rate of iuterestin the Bank of England changed, and 
the range of fluctuation was from 2} to 10 per cent. It is now 2 per cent. In the 
one hundred and twenty-two years preceding 1816, the date of the ve pe of the 


gold standard, there were only sixteen changes, and the rate never fell below 4 or 


rose above 6 per cent. 


The gold and silver coin and bullion supposed to be in existence is 
variously estimated, but the following bas been stated as the approxi- 
mate amounts: 

Yor use in the arts and coin—gold 
For use in the arts and coin—silver 


$5, 800, 000, 000 
5, 600, 000, 000 


11, 400, 000, 000 
About one-half of this amount ($5,700,000,000) is coin, (coin and 
bullion,) of which is in use in the commercial world— 


Gold coin 
Silver coin 


(In western world) of coin in the East, mostly silver 


2, 600, 000, 600 
, 000, 000, 000 
, 100, 000, 000 


Total bieichnawiniikinne see 5, 700, 000, 000 


To demonetize silver in the whole world, then, according to this 
estimate, would be to abandon considerably more than one-half of 
our stock of precious metals used as legal-tender money. In support 
of the bimetallic standard as against the single gold standard I ap- 
pend the names of the following gentlemen, whose knowledge of the 
science of finance has never been questioned and who have coincided 
entirely in their opinions on this subject: Alexander Hamilton, 
Thomas Jefferson, Albert Gallatin, Thomas Benton, Daniel Webster, 
John C. Calhoun, of this country ; and of Europe Messrs. Wolowski, 
Courcelles Seneuil, Seyd, Léon Fauchet, Prince, Smith, Jevons, Cer 
nuschi, and Bounet. 

One of the most trifling objections that have been made to the 
re-establishment of the silver dollar is its weight and cumbersome 
nature as a evin, and visions of wheelbarrows and railroad cars for 
the transportation of coin from debtor to creditor seem to agitate 
and bewilder our friends of the o; position as they contemplate the 
probable action of Congress. I hear no complaints from them of an 
overabundance of minor coins, however, nor do complaints reach my 
ears concerning the annoyance of this portion of their currency 
from our English neighbors, and yet the tons of metal that can be 
absorbed by England or the United States in this subsidiary coinage, 
with hardly a thought of its enormous bulk, is somewhat surprising. 
The weight of the English fractional currency, according to Jevons, 
in bronze coin is as follows: 


Denominations. | Tons. a ae 
Pennies | 1,585 | 170,419,000 | £710, 082 
lalf pennies 164, 505, 000 342, 719 
Farthings | 5u, 594 55, 826 


ce . 2, 652 | 388, 518, 000 | 1, 108, 627 


The weight of the entire English currency is approximate} 


Paper currency 
Gold currency 
Silver currency... 
Bronze currency 


Total 


I feel perfectly satisfied that if silver is remonetized, notwithst Wn 
ing the immense weight of the metal in circulation, a great man, of 
our citizens may be found who, with a prospective change of posses. 
sion before them, can be induced to obey the scriptural injunction of 
“ Bear ye one another’s burdens.” 

I trust the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Buriey) 
will pardon me for plagiarizing his method of argument in this 0), 
case. 

Thus far we have dealt with this question on the ground of our 
adversaries, all the time consenting to their oft-repeated assertions 
that the four-hundred-and-twelve-and-a-half-grain dollar would not 
when remonetized have the purchasing power of the gold dollar or 
anything like it, that the enormous product of silver in the last few 
years had permanently depreciated it. I see from their speeches that 
several learned Senators are advocating dollars of 420 grains and 
dollars of 435 grains and every other kind of a dollar than the oj 
monetary unit by which we have measured our contracts for nearly a 
century, (for the old silver Spanish dollar from which ours was copied 
was the favorite coin of the colonies,) and I have set over against 
their cry of “ counterfeit dollar,” “debased dollar,” “ ninety-two-cent 
dollar,” the “pufted-up dollar,” the “overvalued dollar,” and the 
“dollar of one hundred and ten cents.” 

Nothing can be clearer, nothing seems to better established by a 
multiplicity of authorities than that when silver is discarded as 
legal-tender metal it confers an immense abnormal power on gold, 
and, if all discussion on this subject was at an end and the money 
gamblers of the world were confident that gold, and gold alone, reigned 
supreme, the rise in its market price would be sharp and decisive, and 
even as it is to-day who can answer this question: What is the rea! 
price of a gold-dollar coin? I urge remonetization to prerent, as much 
as it lies in the power of this Government, the inevitable future in- 
creased and fictitious value of gold under a single gold standard. 

I urge remonetization to prevent, if possible, at least so far as it 
lies in our power, the enormous, unnecessary, and cruel destruction 
of value when by demonetization ten, fifteen—ay, twenty per cent. is 
taken from the market value of five billion seven hundred millions 
of silver coin and bullion, every ounce of which is representative of 
accumulated labor. In addition to this sum of the mined metal, think, 
too, of the vast store of silver ore in our country ; of our western moun- 
tains seamed, ribbed, and belted with veins of untold treasure, that 
lack only labor’s magic wand to loose that in its flow it may bless 
and enrich the whole world. 

When I say legislation rather than ore production is responsible 
for the depreciation of silver, Ido not say that production is not in 
part the cause of the decline, but that legislation is the greater 
cause. A brief review of the legislation had in Europe and America 
will prove (to candid minds) my assertion to be true, I think. 

England went to the gold standard in 1816, and at once began to 
bid for gold sufficient for her larger coinage. The ratio which up to 
1509 had ranged at 1 to 14 and a fraction, with several sharp changes 
from that date to 1816 (owing to wars in continental Europe) rising 
once or twice to 1 to 16 and a fraction, was in 1816 1 to 15 and a 
fraction, and in 1817, the year succeeding her change to a gold stand- 
ard, the ratio settled at one to fifteen, and changed only a fraction 
from that time to 1873, notwithstanding the enormous increase of 
production in the epoch from 1862 to 1875, as shown in the following 
table (approximated) by Linderman : 

Year. Production 
1862. . £9, 040, 000 
1863 9, 840, 000 
1864. . e 10, 340, 000 
10, 845, 000 

12, 210, 090 

13, 050, 000 

14, 050, 000 

14, 300, 000 

Peeceservevescosccsos eos 16, 100,000 

In proof of which assertion I submit the following from a table of 
ratios, (by Linderman :) 

Year. Pure gold to pure silver 
) 13. 64 
15. 58 


4 


4 
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And also a table of fluctuations from 1820 to 1875, being the price 


| 


yer ounce of standard silver in the London market in pence, for each | 


year: 





| Fluctuations, 


Fluctuations, 
extremes. 


extremes. 


G04 to Sey 

ete | 
ong to 605 
60% to 60 
604 to 603 
Gg to SYZ 
592 to 60 
59 to 60 
593 to 598 
Sef to SOS 
SY to O04 
i083 to SYR 
5Y4 to 60 
604 to 504 
994 to G1} 604 to 614 
1g to obs cies : 6U§ to 594 
SUG to 61g : cecags 59% to Ss 
oF to 624 503 to 574 
60% to GIR 57§ to 525 
663 to 61 “we 54g to 563 to 52) to 50 
Go} to G24 1876 to December 5 av to a to 6° to 50 


623 
603 
| 603 
| 623 
603 
61 
| 61 
607 
| 
| 


5 
614 to 61Z 
623 to 60% 
614 to 603 
60g to 6O§ 
60 todbl 
604 to 60% 





Mark well the change, according to this table, which “came o’er 
the spirit of our dreams” (of finance) in 1573 and continued (as 
shown) in 1874, 1875 and 1876. The ratio of the increase had been 
nearly uniform, but the price fell from 603 pence per ounce in 1872 to 
47 pence per ounce in 1876, and is now about 54 pence per ounce. 
“There is arat in this meal” other than production, and it is legislation, 
for in 1873, Germany, enriched by the war indemuity France poured 
in golden showers upon her, forgot her Bible, which reads— 


Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labor. For 
if they fall, the one will lift up Lis fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he 
falleth ; for he hath not another to help him up.—Zecclesiastes, iv, 9-10— 


and tried the experiment of trading off her silver coin and buying in 
enough gold for her coinage, imitating England in 1816. The Latin 
union as it is called (formed in 1365 to fix the ratio of gold and silver 
and to avert the threatened fluctuation in the two metals, caused by 
the inflax of gold to Europe from California and Australia) composed 
of France, Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, and afterward Greece, iu self- 
defense restricted their coinage of silver, and the United States joined 
in the general onslaught upon this much-abused metal. The result 
is what the foregoing tables set forth. This union lasts, by the terms 
of its organization until 1880, and if re-enforced by the United States 
will have the power to retain its double standard of legal-tender coin. 
By the terms of its organization, also, none of the nations composing 
it can demonetize 6ither metal until 1880, which will give us time to 
confer with them, if we wish, as to the ratio which ought to exist be- 
tween gold and silver. The following extract from The American 
Almanac, by A. R. Spofford, Librarian of Congress, gives the condi- 
tion of their mint restrictions: 

By the terms of the monetary league between France, Belgium, Italy, and Switz 
erland, no government has the power to demonetize silver or change the common 
monetary unit (the five-franc piece) before the year 18380. The following table 


exhibits the maximum amount of silver money to be coined for each of the nations 
which are parties to the league in 1877: 





rovernments. | France, | Equalto— 


France .. 27, 000,000 | $5, 400, 000 
. 18, 000,000 | 3, 600, 000 
Belgium 5, 400,000 | = 1, 00, 000 
3, 600, 000 | 720, 000 
1, #00, 000 360, 000 


Demonetization by Germany, demonetization by the United States, 
restriction of silver coinage by the Latin union furnish the grand 
cause of the present low prices of silver, of which fact the tables 
quoted give conclusive evidence, since they show no material decline 
in that metal until hostile legislation was brought to bear upon it. 

One significant fact attracts my attention. By law of Congress, at 
the beginning of each year the Secretary of the Treasury is required 
to report the value of those foreign coins (in the money of account 
of the United States) which are monetary units or standard coins. 
He has done so this year, and reports the Spanish dollar at 99.8, two 
mills below the gold dollar of our coinage only. This Spanish coin 
Weighs 416 grains. He quotes the frane at 19.3, par with our gold. 
Over in the other end of the Capitol learned Senators are urging us 
to make silver dollars of 435 grains. Why? These two coins are 
full legal tender in the countries which use them as standards. 
Sent home, they possess the same paying power as the gold coins of 
the same denomination. They are quoted then at such a margin 
below our gold coin as it will cost to send them home, and that is all. 

The value of the bullion in the Mexican silver dollar does not 
exceed to-day ninety-five cents, yet its value as a coin is 99.8 cents. 
1 speak of this to show the untruth and deception of the following 
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quotation from a memorial recently sent to members of Congress by 
the committees of the banking associations of New York, Boston, and 


| Philadelphia : 


A silver standard will be as mischievous in the domestic as in the foreign com- 
merce of the country Its value will 


determined not by the uses to which it is 


put at home, but by the price of silver bullion as merchandise in London, the great 
market of silver for the world 


The present market price of the Mexican dollar stamps the above 
as utterly false and gives us a potent argument in favor of our posi- 


| tion, i. ¢., that remonetization by the United States will maternally 


raise the price and value of silver coin made a full legal tender by 
act of Congress. 

Now comes the question, “ Will legislation on the part of the United 
States fully restore the old price of silver ?” to which no one not gifted 
with the spirit of prophecy can make sure reply ; but when we have 
answered in the attirmative two other questions I am satistied to risk 
an affirmative on the first. These two questions are Can the world 
absorb the present production of silver? and Will the present un- 
usual yield be diminished ? 

To the tirst of these two subsidiary propositions I reply, the world 
has absorbed vastly more than production alone would have com- 
pelled it to. For proof of this let me refer to another table quoted 
from a parliamentary report by Dr. Linderman, Director of the Mint, 
in his book, Money and Legal Tender; and since the worthy direetor 


| isan able advocate of the single-standard theory, and heartily opposed 


to the restoration of the silver dollar, our friends of the opposition 
will I am certain not accuse me of unfairness in this and my wany 
other quotations from their own authorities. 

From 1872 to 1875: 
Total production ‘ ... £54, 700, 000 
Sold by Germany and Scandin &, 000, 000 


Exports over imports iu Ltaly anaes evece cee 8,000, 000 
Ex ports over imports in Austria ieaee 4,000 000 


Total 


74, 700, 000 


Taken by £9, 100, G00 
Taken by France . 33, 500, 000 
Taken by Russia wes ‘ ‘ 4, 000, WOO 
Taken by Spain and Portugal donee naaaee ead --- 4,000,000 
Taken by England 5, 000, 000 
Taken by United States 7, Guu, 000 
Taken by Japan and the East 7, 500, 009 
Taken by the East, other than India, 3, 000, OVO 


Total 73, 700, 000 

It seems in these years that the production was entirely disposed of 
and Germany, Scandinavia, Italy, and Austria had parted with a hand- 
some sum of their discarded silver besides. For the disposition that has 
been made of silver since the period jast named Il again quote from Dr. 
Linderman in his last report. He uses it, as it appears, to sustain his 
theory that silver is depreciated permanently, that is, I suppose, by 
production, but it answers my purpose to disprove that theory fully as 
well. He says: 

A circumstance which would appear to prove beyond reasonable doubt that the 
change in relative value of gold and silver is due chiefly toa depreciation or fall in 
the value of silver, is that within the last twenty-two months the export of silver 
to the eastern nations from London and San Francisco has amounted to about 
$143,500,000, and that under this unprecedented demand, including the copsumption 
during the same period of about $22,300,000 for the fractional currency in the United 
States, making together over $171,800,000, the average price of that metal has not 
risen abcve 54 pence against 60,5, pence, the average of Lx72. 

If silver had not really depreciated, this demand, which probably exceeded the 
entire gold coinage of the world for the same period, would have carried the price 
to or above the point at which it ruled before the German money system was 
changed. In the face of these facts, the assumption that gold has appreciated in 
value does not appear to be well founded. 


The doctor says the price of silver has not risen under the stimulus 
of this demand over 54 pence per ounce, which is true, but he fails to 
state that it has risen from 46} pence to that point; and when I take 
into consideration the fact that remonetization by the United States 
opens the door for the absorption of silver largely in excess of the 
amount Europe has to dispose of, and the further fact that the 
$143,500,000 of silver sent to the eastern nations in the last twenty- 
two months is largely more than double the production for that period, 
I believe I am fully warranted in my position relative to the first 
subsidiary proposition heretofore spoken of, which is that the world 
can absorb more than the present production of silver. 

Now, in reference to the second subsidiary proposition that is, Will 
the present unusual yield be diminished? Having begun to quote 
from the opinions of the Director of the Mint (Dr. Linderman) I find 
the habit grows upon me, and on this puint 1 submit also his testi- 
mony; which is as follows: 

It is impossible to state with any degree of accuracy how long this large rate of 
yroduction will be maintained. A gradual increase in Montana and Arizona may 
Be expected, and there is nothing to indicate a decrease in any bullion-prodacing 
State or Territory except in the State of Nevada, and that depends upon contin 
gencies which, to a great extent, must be a matter of conjecture only. Several 
mines in different localities in that State have, within the last year or two, been 
opened and are producing considerable bullion. But whether they and others 
which in the mean time may be discovered will yield sufficient to make up the de 
crease which sooner or later (unless some other ore bodies on the Comstock shall be 
found) must take place, ia somewhat doubtful 


The italics and brackets are mine. 
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I will now give the table of the world’s total production each year 
from 1°00 to 1577: 


Production 
Production 


OO, OOO 22, 000, 000 
900, O00 - 24, 000, 000 
400, 000 r oe 25, 000, 000 
no, 000 - 7 ee 25, 500, 000 
500, OOO 7 ve 2, OVO, 000 
200, 000 — 32, G00, 000 
00, 000 5 7 | 30, 000, 000 
400, 000 j 31, 500, 000 
400, 000 en 34, 000, 000 
500, OU | 39, 000, 000 
400. 000 Shines: tinainateebeeie 3x, 000, 000 
400, 000 pemiakdire 43, 900, 000 
300. OOO 5 | 40, 500, 000 
700, 000 : aa waa Te ea 40, 600, 000 
» TOU, 000 ST 40, 600, 000 
600. 000 tae 40, 600, 000 
300, 000 Teo ielelon ms 40, 600, 000 
200, OO Mi “_— 40, 700, 000 
100. 000 5 40, 700, 000 
400, 000 s 40, 700, 000 
G00, 000 5 aa anal 40, 200, 000 
00. 000 i a = 40, 200, 000 
> 700, 000 ) e 42 000 
000. 000 , patie inte iatenaes 45, % 000 
00. 000 3 47, 200, 000 
100, OOO a os 50, , 000 
200, OOO es aaa 52, 000. 000 
600, 000 sti6 50, , 000 
00, 000 inanes 54, 200, 000 
200, OOK ee 50, * 000 
000. 000 eit 47, 300, 000 
000, 000 eas oe 51, 600, 000 
000. OU 3 61, 000, 000 
000. O06 7 aan 65, 200, 000 
O00, UO 4 alates 70, 200, 000 
000, 000 4 aoa tia te . 71, 500, 000 
000, 000 BIS .. tine ha 70, 000, 000 
000. 000 x76 76, 000, 000 
20, 000, 000 ae 70, 000, OVO 


Grand total from 1800 to 1877 2, 741, 300, 000 


This table shows no increase since 1873. Production for four years 
has been virtually stationary. Absorption, however, has disposed of 
not only all that has been produced, but has made large inroads upon 
the amounts the various demonetizing and restricting countries have 
thrown upon the market. 

rhe increase in production since 1800 has been steady, and it has 
been a large increase, but has it increased any more rapidly than civ- 
ilization has spread? Has not also the demand for coin increased ? 
lias not also the demand for use in the arts increased? Will it not 
continue to be subject to an increasing demand in the ratio of in- 
creased production, if production does increase? Whocantell? But 
it is far more likely that a demand once made will continue even after 
production begins a decline. 1 so, prices would go up to restore the 
equilibrium ; they are rising now ; production has become stationary ; 
the demand is kept up. 

Now I will give the proportion which the amount of bullion from 
the Comstock bears to all other sources of supply (estimate for 1577 
from the Bankers’ Magazine) for the United States: 

Comstock lode 


Outside the Comstock 
Arizona 


sch etengisesecets #19, 000, 000 
11, 480, 000 
1, 200, 000 


Total 31, 680, 000 


A large percentage of the gross product of the Comstock is in 
gold, 

From the above it is clear to any one that the great increase in the 
world’s production of silver is due largely to the yield from this cele- 
brated lode, which is admitted by all to have reached and passed its 
maximum yield, for it is also admitted that there is no increase of 
production outside of the United States. With this exhibit and 
statement I answer the second subsidiary proposition, if not in the 
affirmative, by saying that the probabilities are strongly that way. 
And from the conclusions reached in reference to these two subsidi- 
ary propositions I believe I have given reason “ for the faith that is 
within me,” to wit: that legislation on the part of the United States 
will nearly if not quite restore silver to its old place and price. 

I desire now to refer to the oft-repeated assertion that silver fluctu- 
ates in price even under the most favorable circumstances with which 
legislation can surround it, and hence that it is less desirable for a 
standard on that score, if for no other reason. This I deny, and in 
proof of my position I give a table of Jevons, showing the variations 
in price of gold and silver bullion. Mark you, this is not the price 
of silver measured by gold, by which process it is easy to charge 
the fluctuations of both metals to silver alone, but it is the fluctua- 
tions of these two metals in their purchasing power measured by all 


other commodities, and is the only test that has a semblance 


: OL fair 
ness in it: 


Gold. | Silver. Year. 


100 100 | 1210 
100 103 | 111 
100 lll Isl2 
109 | 115 || 1813 
108 109 || 1814 
103 102 || 1#15 
103 105 || 1816 
103 109 || Is17 
103 10 iris 
103 106 || 1819 
103 105 lean 
103 106 Ini 

A study of the foregoing table will prove profitable, and cony 
me that gold has no superiority over silver in stability when 
monetary conditions are the same. 

I tind, therefore, that we have the legal and moral right to restore 
silver to its place in the coinage. 

I believe that the compensatory action of the bimetallic standara 
is a great preventive of crises and forms the safest measure of yalyes 
I believe that to cling to the single standard will enhance tly price 
of gold and increase the burden of our debts unwarrantably, | 
lieve that remonetization of silver will serve to stay the further 
depreciation of property and pave the way toa safe return to sp< 
payments so soon as the reviving industries of the country bring to us 
the means to do so. I believe that no man can foresee what the ex. 


Inces 


their 


act price-relative of gold and silver will be until we have astealie 


remonetized it; hence I urge as the most just, and safest action tly 


restoration, not of asilver dollar but of the silver dollar of 4124 grains 
When that is done a readjustment if necessary of the gold and silver 
coins can be intelligently begun, and not until then. 

I believe that we have nothing to fear from an increase in the pro- 
duction of silver, but that we, asthe chief silver-producing country, 
ought to stimulate rather than retard the production of this meta] 

I shall vote as I have voted, for the remonetization and re-establish- 
ment of the silver dollar of 4124 grains, and that so much bullion 
may be purchased by the Government from month to month for the 
coinage of this dollar as the capacity of our mints to coin may ind 
cate. The proposed amendment of the Senate, that not less t! 


buan LWo 


nor more than four millions per month be purchased, seems to me to 
be a just and wise provision, whereby the difference between the 
coin and bullion value of silver may be saved to the.Government 

In conclusion I desire to refer in brief to the manner in which this 
subject ishandled by someof the opposition. I quote from the speech 
of my friend from New Hampshire, [Mr. BLarr:] 


But there is one other form in which the proposition is put by the silver mé 
They decline to pay in gold, and say they will pay in silver or not at a 
their creditors will not receive ninety-two cents for one hundred they will « 
their property and break up society. Very well; proceed. Those wh 
the Mississippi Valley, turn it into a maelstrom will get as much grinding 
it and as little grist of good out of that mill as those who live on the outside of t 
destroying circle. The East may be robbed until she is hungry, but she earned 
the money which is developing the West and which held the South in the strong 
grip of national integrity, by generations of industry and habits of honest | 
Sbe has been able to exist and to lend. Should she lose her investments : 
through the knavery of her countrymen, she will still be able to dig an honest liv 
ing from her rocky hills. If she is paid any part of what she has lent, she » 
take what she can get, and hereafter the western repudiator will borrow w 
can get, and by the time his improvised anarchy has become settled and serene he 
will have a more lively sense of the obligation of contracts. 

Why, sir, one little city of seven thousand people, the city of Keene, in my dis 
trict, has $1,500,000 invested in the securities of the West. Millions of the | 
earned savings of th» laborers of New Hampshire are loaned at rates of interest 
sanctioned by local laws all through the northern belt of the great valley-¢ 
of our country and of the world. The great mass of this accumulation has c 
down to us from former genprations. It represents the toils and sacrifices of « 
fathers and mothers for two hundred and fifty years. We have lent it in 
faith to the owners of an agricultural El Dorado, compared with which ou 
rough and barren chance in life has been as the flinty rock to the gardens of t! 
Lord. We have lent it to our brethren and sons upon their own terms, secured, as 
we thought, by their honor and their property. With its use they have developed 
until they are America. In ten years they can double our development and a 
mulations for centuries. While they have still carried their loan they have 
than quadrupled their property by its use, and now they threaten us that they w 
repudiate the whole unless we will discount 8 per cent. of the principal. For thi 
there is no.excnse but the highwayman’s. The debtors of the West are not ca 
upon to pay their debt. They are only desired to pay their interest, manifest t! 
instincts of common honesty, and retain their loan as long as they desire. That 
they can do, and they will some time learn that their true friends were the eastern 
capitalists, and not the brawling communists of the prairie nor the upsprii 4 
representative of the new and solid South, with one hand clutching the key t 
Treasury and with the other lighting the fires of discord with the national 
which preserved to him in his own hour of madness a country and the privileges 
freedom. 

But I protest that these men do not represent the hearts and purposes of the 
American people. Our countrymen, North and South and East and West, are 
est, and will never knowingly perpetrate a wrong. They may be misled, aud I 
believe they are now misrepresented ; and, so believing, I appeal from the ma‘ 
ness and folly and demagogism of the present hour to the calm verdict of the 
swift-coming future. 


I am always willing to sing the praises of New England. I thank 
God for the civilizing and enlightening influences which have eman- 
ated from Plymouth Rock. I delight to own Vermont as my native 
State and to acknowledge that I learned my alphabet in Massa hu- 
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ste: and I am also proud that I learned republicanism and love of 
nerty and free institutions in Kansas in the troublous days of °55 
‘4, among these same men whom my friend denounces as the 
communists of the prairies.” It was these same “ brawling 

jists” whose brawny arms swung the sledges of “free speech” 

inal rights” on the anvil of public conscience and wrought 
shioned out of the iron of popular sentiment, with dextrous 
grand republican party which my friend delights to honor 

nt to as the power that preserved the integrity of the 


_mv friend, in my opinion you are wrong and most unwise. 
e stand here and urge you to accept in payment of the debt 
you that commodity which the law governing our 

stated we might pay you in if we ch nd when we tend 
t number 


upon the 


contracts 


of grains of pure silver which we 


agreed to 
maturity of our obligations, how and wherein 
highwaymen and communists? When we have 
pending measure, which insures to us only justice, if v 

silver dollar worth as much as the gold one, we shall not 

but we shall complain, and most bitterly, if we are com 

pay in dollars worth one hundred and ten or one hundred 

venty cents. 

.my friend, your good people of Keene did not lend us that 
y00,000 from pure philanthropy ; not so much from love of breth 
and sons as from love of 10 per cent. interest; not so much from 

:desire to improve our farms as a wish to re-shingle your barns. 
We have not quadrupled our property by the use of your loans—not 
much, my friend; not much. The name of your Keene (sometimes 
very keen) constituent in many cases graces the tax-rolls and ap- 
ement-lists where the hardy pioneer first wrote his; the pioneer 

is out on the frontier prairie now, “ homesteading” a place, that by 
and by, with God’s blessing, he hopes to make his own; and your 
Keene friend now has the privilege of quadrupling his property (if 
he can) by borrowing money at 10 per cent. of another constituent of 
yours, and paying for it with corn at fifteen cents per bushel in gold. 
Allthis is not to the point, however ; whether we have profited or not 
by your loan does not affect the contract, what is your due, that you 
| have, but we cannot afford to pay you more, and it has only 

a good-natured warning which we have given you, not to reach 
far, lest in the strain you let fall that you now have a firm hold upon. 


mble 
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RECORD—HOUSE. 


913 


One word as to the concluding sentences of this quotation. Whethet 
the western Representatives upon this floor are demagogues or not I 
do not know, but the charge of misrepresenting our people I indig 
nantiy deny, and I desire to state that of the forty or fifty newspapers 
published in my district, which has a voting population of about forty 
thousand, there is not one, I believe, that does not advocate the silver 
dollar of 4124 grains, nor of the hundreds of letters that have come to 
me is there one I now recall as urging objections to remonetization. 
There must be sincerity where there 
unanimity. 


some truth and 


Mi &0 is such 
You, gentlemen of the East, come here every session of Congress to 

protect by the maintenance of a tariff y 

You do this, you say, in the inter 

tellus truthful 

which labor 

material, by w l } | 

these products of toil, ar vy which hundreds and tl 

enabled to buy that food whi 


to produce in 


ur manutacturing interests. 
You 


3 by 


the “* American laborer.” 
sonlv a cunning pro 


} 
th 


i j;usands are 
h soil of the 
such abundanet t : so be it. 


West enables u 
Now we come he1 


and tell you of the vast minera urces of our far 


Territories, of the locked treas f that precious 
the world buys for coin and for the arts, and we ask y 
greatest possible value to it, tl 

land may be encourage 

gentlemen of the East, do not mistake 
and your brethren; we 
interest is largely 


wes 


tal 


mevai, W 


States 


' , } 
Ich ai 


mm tO giy 
» of the idle thousands o 


e 
f 
labor in its productio Nov 


{to expend them 


us ror enemics; we are your so! 
gladly ac the relationship; yout 
interest; if you cannot strike hands with us in 
the sentiments we express in debate upon this question, at least ac 
cord to us that integrity of purpose you claim for yourselves and that 
love of country and love of national honor that a common ancestry 
taught us before we left your 
prairies of the West. 

I do not know how much benefit the great mass of the people wil! 
derive from the remonetization of silver. I incline to the opinion 
that it has been by some largely overestimated, but I do believe it 
will check the decline in producing property. It is just; it will be 
beneficial to an extent; it wrongs noone; and, having decided upon 
the first proposition submitted in the old maxim, “Be sure you are 
right,” I desire much to see Congress obey the final injunction of the 
proverb “Then go ahead,” and that speedily. 


knowle dge 


our 


rocky hill-side homes for the smiling 


} 
tin abeyance since 


1871. 


{From Linderman’s Money and Legal Tender. 


Under gold system Population. 


32, 000, 000 
4, 000, 000 
‘ an suttuies 27, 000, 000 
Persia seenee seed maak 4, 400, 000 
Australia winion ‘ 1, 950, 000 | 
Cape and Canada...... base 4, 370, 000 
Brazil jirmenblanenheoands 10, 200, 000 
Argentine. : ie 1, 800, 000 
Joined 
Germany 
Denmark 
Sweden... 
Norway 
United States 
In abeyance : 
Holland 
France 
Belgium 
Switzerland 


Spain 
Greece. .. 
Roumania 
Colombia. . 
Venezuela. ... 
Chili 
Uruguay... 
Paraguay 

In abeyance 
Austria. ...... 
Japan 


, 100, 000 
, 800, 000 
, 300, 000 
, 700, 000 
, 600, 000 


3, 700, 000 
, 200, 000 
5, 100, 000 
, 700, 000 
26, 800, 000 


247, 720, 000 | 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN WAR, ETC. 


Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, governments, under all forms, in all ages 
and every type of civilization, have manifested in some way their 
appreciation of the public service of their citizens or subjects. 


in bronze, chiseled in marble, or colored on canvass, and thus distin- 
guished virtues and great deeds are preserved to history and trans- 
mitted to posterity. This tribute of admiration to greatness is cred- 
itable to haman nature, although its expression is often long delayed 
and frequently partial when bestowed. 

The highest evidence of right to public gratitude which the citi- 
zen of this or any country can give is the offering of his blood and 
his life to the Government in the defense of its liberty, the vindica- 
hon of its rights, and the honor of its flag. 

The Government of the United States has evinced its appreciation 


of the service of its citizen soldiery in providing by law, in the form | 
of pensions, a support for them when disease contracted in camp or | 


wounds received in battle or advanced age or physical infirmity ren- 
dered them unable to secure it for themselves. This may be regarded 
as the settled policy of the Government, the only exception to it be- 
ing in the case of the soldiers of the Mexican war and the Seminole, 


Under gold and silver. 


The 
achievements of statesmen and the triumphs of warriors are carved | the pittance granted to the heroes of the Revolution of 1776 was a 


| poor return for the heritage of freedom won by their valor on the 


Population Under silver system Population 


400. 000 , 000, 000 

400, 000 Egypt 500. 000 
, 000, 000 | Mexico 
2,900,000 | West In 
600, 000 | ¢ 
900,000 | E 
400, 000 
200, 000 


, 200, 000 

lies ‘ 600, 000 
entral America asées , G00, 000 
cuador...... a 30), 000 
Peru 400, 000 
} China 000, 600 


India 000, 000 
3, 000, 000 | 


000, 000 


} 


98, 800, 000 asecceaesce cae 717, 600, 000 
| 


commensurate with the merits or necessities of each particular case, 
or whether the pension in some particular instances may not be 
fraudulently obtained, are questions that I do not now propose to 
consider. There is no American citizen who does not now feel that 


tield and embodied by their wisdom in the Constitution. And there 
is no American citizen, I apprehend, who does not regret, since the 
death of the last of that band of heroes, that more liberal and just 
provision was not made by the Government for their comfort and 
support while living. But the opportunity to cancel that high obli- 
gation is now gone, and those who had it in their power to discharge 
it and failed to do so are left to the reflections which remorse alone 
can suggest, the never-failing penalty of neglected duty. 

The soldiers of the Mexican war and of the Seminole, Creek, and 
Black Hawk Indian wars, after waiting thirty years for the Govern 
ment to do them the same measure of justice it has its soldiers in 
other wars, in conformity with its established policy, and waited in 
vain, have at length appealed to that Government which they so 
faithfully served for that right which has been so long deferred and 
so persistently refused. These veterans pay without complaint theit 


Teek, and Black Hawk Indian wars. Whether the support is always | proportion of twenty-eight millions annually in pensions to the sol 


VilI——58 
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Army in the late war between the States. They 

their part of thirty-eight millions annually to supporta 
commissioned oflicers to guard the Texas border from 
mnditti whose country the Mexican soldiers con- 

taxes also to support the establishment at West 
public expense, of future officers of the 

, to be maintained, at the public expense, 


hibit such princely liberality in granting, in 
rf nit >t 
: . ; aso 
hineso into California to be sold into slavery, and $1,33 


| 


| the field. Norshould we forget the claims of those stri; 


Lhow the Government can aeny their claim | 


1@ Pacific Mail Steamship Company to trans- | 
500 to | 


‘ 
united States and Brazil Steamship Company, and $64,623,512 in | 


and thirty \illions of acres of the public lands to the Pa- 
Railroad, and yet be unable to pay a pension of $3 per month to 
hundred old men whose valor won an empire from a foreign foe 
and cast it, glittering with gold, at our feet, There is no difticulty 
in understanding how the Government became able to give so much 
land and money away: the soldiers recovered it for the Government 
But the difficulty consists in reconciling the conduct 

the Government, according to the standard of any nation, civilized 
vage, with right or justice, in giving the domain and treasure, 

ght with the blood of the brave, to soulless corporations, and 
ising to pay to the soldier that which in all other instances the 
ernment itself has recognized to be the highest obligation. If the 
of the people of this country could have found expression through 


few 
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in doing; as well in the disease of the hospital as in the strug] 
1 BEI of 
whose husbands and fathers fell either by disease or in battle ae 
were denied the sad solace of dropping on unmarked graye. ; 
foreign land‘ atfection’s last offering—the tribute of a tear. 
claim is sealed in blood and sanctified by the sorrows of widow 
and orphanage. Can any appeal to the justice or gratitude of 
Government be stronger than that which they urge ? 

But let us put this claim on another ground—on what thy 
would call a quantum valebant count—aand see how the questions s 
in that light. What has the service of these soldiers ay, 
Government in the increase of its wealth, the expansion of its do 
and the augmentation of its power? What are the results oj yew 
triumph? California, Colorado, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, New yy 
and Wyoming were conquered from Mexico. 

Look at California alone! That State now has a popu 
200,000, with an area of 158,981 square miles or 120,947,840 acres. 
than the combined area of New England, New York, and Pp, 
vania. In 1872, 3,670 vessels bore to the great commercial ey) 
of San Francisco 1,237,227 tons of commerce. The State pa; 
the Federal Treasury in customs duties alone, $3,184,481. Th, 
year she shipped in coin, bullion, gold dust, and the precious y 
319,049,048, and paid in taxes $9,000,000. The production of 
in that single State for a period of twenty-five years ending 


The 
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ut 


|} amounted to the enormous sum of $990,600,000. With 


forms of law, justice to these men would not have been denied in | 


past; and if it is now permitted to have utterance it will not be | countries of the East, unrivaled in the salubrity of he 


ived for a day in the future. 


l'o subject them to the humiliation of asking for a right so mani- 


festiy clear is itself an act of gross injust 


ice. A Government in 
for distinguished public service would have 


spired with gratitud 
magnuanimously sh yn if when the first occasion was presented. I 


do not propose to discuss the details of the bill reported to the House | 


and would prefer it if it were even more liberal in its provisions for 


l the committee. I shall certainly give it a most cheerfal support, 


the widows and orphans of the dead soldiers. What I propose is to | 


examine the ground upon which the claim for pensions is based, and 


ist, with all possible earnestness, upon its earliest recognition. 
Who are these men? What service have they rendered to the Re- 
public Kugaged in the peaceful pursuits of civil life, surrounded 


th domestic joys in the charmed circle of home, unused to the dis- 


{ 


ine of the camp, and untrained in the art of war, when their | 


ntry became involved in the war with Mexico, without a regular 
uy, upon its call for volunteers they came from the field, the coun- 

the oflice and the shop, unallured by the phantom of glory and 
ininspired by the god of ambition to respond to that call. The ardor 
of their patriotism superseded the training of discipline, and their 
lirst field developed volunteers into veterans—a community of citi- 
ens at home into an army of conquerors in Mexico. 


heir example taught the world that large standing armies, the 


instruments with which tyrants destroy liberty, are not necessary to | 


the security of free states; that while the genius of our system vests 
rv acknowledges power in the people, it rests for its support upon 
their affection. It demonstrated that the United States could impro- 
ise an army of citizen soldiers equal to any emergency of defense 

or conquest, of which trath the war with Mexico was at once the 
illustration and the evidence, and that while with the mercenary 

ir is a trade, with the volunteer citizen right is the object and pa- 
triotism the inspiration. Upon the close of the war, reversing the 
rder of transformation of citizen to soldier, from soldier back to citi- 

n, and equally a patriot as citizen or soldier, they resumed their 
places in civil life without a ripple upon the surface of society, the 
pride of the country and the admiration of the world. In all the 
world none could be found who failed to appreciate their patriotism 

ithe trophies of their valor, save the Government they so faith- 

lly served, whose honor they so signally vindicated, whose prowess 
they so gloriously illustrated, and to whose domain their heroism 
added an empire richer than all the Orient. 

If these men have accomplished nothing more than the demonstra- 
tion of a military prowess that placed the United States in the van 
of the greatest powers of the earth they would have been entitled to 

he gratitude of their country and their kind. The war with Mexico 
howed the possession by the Government of military resources that 
straightened the labyrinthean mazes and smoothed the rugged path- 
ways of diplomacy, discovering to the great powers of Europe other 
modes of settling national controversies with us than the last resort 
of kings—the sword. In considering this claim of the Mexican sol- 
diers upon their Government, their hardships and sufferings are not 
to be ignored. They were such as are incident to all wars, intensified 
by an unheathy climate. Suabjection to the restraints of a rigorous 
discipline, the weary march, the fearful contagion, the dreaded hos- 
pital, the anxious uncertainties of life in the hour of battle, the ab- 
sence of all comfort in bivouac, and unremitting toil, taxing every 
resource of physical endurance, and an absence that any bour might 
make final from loved ones at home—these were all borne with a 
resignation that never murmured and a courage that never faltered. 

The uniform that distinguishes the soldier is the garland that fes- 
toons him for the altar. Heroism is exhibited in suffering as well as 





advantages unsurpassed, agricultural resources suflicient whey 
developed to supply her own people and feed the famine-st; 
r clim: 
fertility of her soil, the richness of mines, the magnificence 
scenery, and the activity and enterprise of her people, sh 
not the envy, the admiration of her older sisters in the | 

But the wealth and greatness of this State does not ex 
consist in the richness of her mines, the extent of her com 
the value of her agricultural products. ‘Twenty colleges an 
sities adorn her hills and valleys, atiording superior advantages 
the higher cultivation of the arts and sciences. Two hundr 


one newspapers and periodicals, with a circulation of 94,10 
lighten the public mind upon all questions affecting their po 
social, and material interests. Sixteen hundred and twely 
invite her children to the fountain of knowledge, and near 
hundred libraries, numbering over two hundred thousand 1 
supply the means of continuing an intellectual cultivation 
the schools. Religious instruction is received at five hu 
thirty-two churches, accommodating 195,585 persons, and how 
these elements and instruments of progress and greatness | 
increased since 1872 I have no means of ascertaining. 

If we add to California the area, population, and wealth of ( 
rado, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, New Mexico, and Wyoming, we 


an area of over 937,275 square miles—an empire in extent, wealth 


and population in a high state of Christian civilization added tot 
Republic. These are the material results of the war with Mexico 
wrung by the valor of the men whose claim I urge from a foreign 
foe, on foreign soil, and cast at the feet of a hitherto ungratefal G 
ernment. Statesmanship had but little agency in this grand acq 
sition. Diplomacy only formulated at Guadalupe Hidalgo what bloo 
had purchased at Buena Vista and CerroGordo. What the future o! 
this immense empire will be time alone will reveal. Three States ar 
already admitted, and Arizona, Utah, New Mexico, and Wyoming 
vill soon add four more to the circle of the sisterhood, with und 
fined resources of wealth and elements of development, supplying 
home for unnumbered millions of free, active, enterprising, and happy 
people. 

These treasures eclipse the trophies of the famous legions ot 
Cesar. The Mexican veterans secured them from the public enews 
and presented them to their Government, and ask in return a com 
pensation in the form of a pension which one-sixth of the customs 
duties paid by California alone into the Federal Treasury would 
annually discharge. And they present as an indorsement of this 
claim the action of the Legislatures of fourteen States of the Un 
instructing their Senators and Representatives to support it. That 
patriotism is intense, indeed, that is not chilled by ingratitude s 
flagrant. If their claim rested on no other ground than the value o! 
their acquisitions it would be indisputable upon that alone; and 
posterity will be astonished that a right so clear and a claim so 
was not canceled without dispute and paid without delay. But the 
services rendered by the Mexican soldiers does not consist exclusively 
nor even mainly in the extent and value of material acquisitions 
National greatness does not depend entirely upon area of territory 
nor richness of resources. The type of civilization, the character 0 
the people, their respect for the rights of others and the courag' 
with which they maintain their own, the institutions which recov 
cile the largest liberty of the citizen with the most absolute ol 
ence to law, the affection of the people for the Government wil 
exacts their money for its support and their blood for its defense are 1a! 
greater elements of power than mere extent of dominion or numbe rs 
of population, Greece achieved more glory in the defense of. Ther 
mopyl« than Rome won in the conquest of Gaul. The most impor 
tant service those veterans rendered to their government is found = 
the position their valor achieved for it among the great powers © 
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yo world. It is true that American patriotism and prowess were 
sted and V indicated in the war for independence and in the war of 
» But these were defensive wars where heroism caught inspira- 


: from the spirit of liberty in the defense of homes, firesides, and 
tar [he great captains of Europe, aftecting contempt for free 
stitutions maintained by the affections of the people and defended 
itizen soldiery, predicted disaster to our arms in the invasion | 
SiC The strength of our republican system was on trial. 
terested monarchies of Europe and the East were the anxious 
rs, The men who now appeal to you lor justice, led by Scott 
or, were the arbiters of this great question. How gloriously 
ided it history has recorded. Victory mingled its light with 
rs that deck the flag on every field, from the firing of the first 


1 
imi 


Mexico. 


t 
t 


ait 


cs 


ital of their own, they were met upon its border by a force 
mes their strength in numbers, under the leadership of a chief- 


ilready famous in history, aroused by the incentive which the | 
With | 


usness of defending home and country can alone inspire. 
advantages for defense seldom found, and obstructions to 
ssive advancement rarely met, these heroic men with knightly 
licated their country’s chivalry, avenged its wrongs, and 
; flag in triumph in every fight and on every field from Vera 
the City of Mexico. 
cible alike in the skirmish of the chaparrel, the charge of the 
nd the assault upon the fort, the graves of more than ten 


hi 


i] patriotism. In a glorious Army like this, where every office: 
ry soldier was equally a hero, comparison is inadmissible. 

ven at this distant day the names of Clay, Harden, McKee, Zell, 
vgold, and Butler excite a pride, kindle an enthusiasm, and chal- 
eanadmiration constituting a heritage of national fame far more 
than the pension sought by their survivors or the empire 
yy their blood. Of each one of these it may be truly said 


i eve 
b 
i 
1) 
bile 
i 
} 


His was the hero's soul of fire, 

And his the martyr’s deathless name, 
And his was love exalted higher 

By all the glow of chivalry. 


So profoundly impressed were the people of Mexico with the prow- 
ess of our Army that they proposed to invest its commander with 
the chief magistracy of their republic. These men were as much dis- 

cuished for their moderation in victory as their courage in battle. 


y were at once the finest type and truest exponents of American | 
Since the war with Mexico the mili- | 


ns and American soldiers. 


acity of the United States for any emergency arising from 


en or domestic complications has ceased to be a question. If this | 
rhad been fruitless in other results the imperishable luster it shed 
non our arms would compensate its cost of blood and treasure and 


tle its soldiers to the justice they seek. Much that has been said 
ifavor of the claims of the Mexican veterans applies with equal 
to the brave men who served in the various Indian wars men- 

ed in the bill of the committee. Their military service may not 


been distinguished by as many battles nor as brilliant victories, | 


as large numbers, as that of the Army in Mexico. The results 
alth and domain may have been far less, yet their patriotism 
s identical, their sacrifices and sufferings were equal, and their 


{ 


ful military service rendered to their country in the hour of its neces- 
si Military merit, in the subaltern or the superior, is not always 
measured by the standard of success. The mode of 


) 


to ly 
LO | 


Wi 


Indian 
civilized nations. 
venir 


ui np 
) 
pri 


Its very nature imposes all the burdens, 
ces, dangers, and sufferings incident to all wars, without its 
le, pomp, and circumstance.” There is something thrilling in 


the grand array of opposing forces upon the same plane of civiliza- | 


tion, where the destinies of empires are to be determined upon a sin- 
gle field and the current of history changed from the event. The 
very 
peals to soldierly pride for the utmost display of skill and courage 


and stimulates the ardor of patriotism by adding the incentive of 
ambition. 


1 who fell by disease consecrate the line of march with mon- | for this purpose. 


: pension rests upon precisely the same foundation of faith- | 


fare is not governed by the code which controls the warfare of | 
incon- | 


ter of a century before. 


| trouble to show, 


| dull to appreciate, 
| the 


| State in the Union, the actual 


Palo Alto until it floated in triumph from the capital of the | can, Seminole, Creek, and B 


Invading a foreign country more than a thousand miles from | teen thousand and four hundred 


| from 


| shed upon our arms by their valor 


fact of opposing a foe of equal skill and upon equal terms ap- | 


Indian warfare includes all the hideous horrors of war without any | 


of its compensating mitigations. 
lifted tomahawk to the bivouac, the deadly shot from the secret 
covert upon the unsuspecting victim upon the march, the blazing 
house consuming the remains of slaughtered women and children, 
degenerate Indian warfare into horrible massacre or bloody assassi- 
nation. It was this kind of warfare in which the courage and patriot- 
ism of the soldiers were tested in the Seminole, Creek, and Black 
Hawk wars. They accomplished all that was attainable. 


The stealthy approach with up- | 


They con- | 


quered peace; they secured protection to the people; and they vin- | 


dicated the authority of the Government. They did more: they dis- 


charged with fidelity the highest duty they owed totheirGovernment; | and others for compensation for services performed and for supplies 


they have waited forty years for the Government to discharge its 
duty to them. How much longer shall they wait ? 


their graves stung with ingratitude, disappointed in their hopes, and 
suflering for bread? In the name of the American people, whose 
sense of justice is outraged at the delay, let us gladden the hearts of 


( How many more | 
in advanced age and extreme poverty will we allow to go down to | 


| and other citizens of Nevada, for 
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these gallant old soldiers as on the confines of the grave 
by according to them now 


th vhich they should have had a quar 
It seems to me that the Interior 


a basis 


De h 


tion utterly fallacious, that 
and that therefore it 
ensions. This logic that 
the country is too 
Bat it 
\fter 
Mexican 
several years and every 
the survivors of the Mexi- 
irs amounts to about thir- 
, including all that would be entitled 
to pensions under the provisions of this bill. 
The committee in its very able rey submits this. number 
nearest possible approximation to the truth. The com 
that $1,286,400 per annum would pay the pensions, and that 
amount would constantly decrease, as the average age of th 
ciaries is about sixty years. Compared with the resources of the Gov- 
ernment and the merit of the claim, the amount dwarfs into a trifle. 
If it were impossible to pay this amount could we not retrench some 
extravagant and useless expenditure—some subsidy 
prodigal waste t 


t 
himent, 


partinent has put itself to muc 
upon 
there at number of 
would require a large amount 
a debt should not be d 


OL ¢ 


was ore these soldiers, 


ischarged be 
even if the fact 


number is : 


t is large 


really true. 
is not true that the is su} 


t 


siulon 


posed to be 


most thorough 


investigat 
Veterans’ Association, covering 


by the 


lack 


rt 


Y as the 


} 
mittee shows 


this 
» benefi- 


1 


y—and save enough 
» discharge an honest obligation? But nos 

}y . t } + “Ur 
where retrenchment ought to be had, is ssary 


sven 
hese aged soldiers of the Republic have presented 


retren I 


‘ I 


Hoce 
The 
their claim. They put it upon the ground 

First. That it is the established policy of the Government 
ward in this way the service which they rendered. 

Second. They put it upon the ground of the value of these 
in the expansion of domain and tl 

Third. They put it upon the ground of the sacrifices they made 
the sui rings they endured for the public welfare. 

And, last, they put it upon the ground of the imperisha 


serv 
: 
é acquisition of material wealth. 


and 


ices 


l r 
And standing upon this founda 
tion of truth and justice they appeal to the American people, through 
their Representatives in Congre assembled, for jus long 
but never controverted. Shall they appeal in vain? 

linger in the consciences of men who refuse this 
plaint cannot come from the silence of tl 


I LUSL 


tice delayed 
W ill ho remorse 
claim because com 
grave? Can some future 
Congress relieve the present one from responsibility by granting the 
pensions when the beneficiaries are dead ? 
to do justice by granting the pension 
money by 


» 


Can the Government hope 
ind at the same time 
y waiting until nobody is left alive to accept it? 
the Government from injustice so monstrous a 
ful. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; a rdingly ( 
fifty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


save the 
Let us save 


lL re proac h so shame- 


+ 


d ace au 


and 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of James Nimick, for compensation 
for coal taken by the United States authorities at New Orleans dur 
ing the late war—to the Committee on War C! 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of the 
kee, Wisconsin, against the passage of 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of 
citizens of Highland, Michigan, : 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CARLISLE: The petition of J. 1 
tion for quartermaster stores finished the 
the Committee on War Claims 

By Mr. DANFORD: The pet of G. C. Vincent 
Harrison County, Ohio, against the reduction of 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of el w« 
burgh, Pennsylvania, agai 
com mittee. 

By Mr. HARRISON: Memorial of the Chicago Board of Trade, for 
an appropriation for the completion of the breakwater at the lake 
entrance of the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship-Canal in Stur- 
geon Bay—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petitions of H. A. Danville and other 
citizens of Bear Lake, Michigan, and of J. W. Ash and 100 other 
citizens of Ashton, Michigan, against the reduction of the duty on 
wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

McKENZIE: Papers relating to the claim of S. C. Vick 


at the Clerk’s desk, 


aims. 
national banks 
the Bland silver 


of Milwau 
bill—to the 
B. F. Davison and 15 other 
tinst reducing the duty on wool 

Kinney, for compe 
United States Army 


lsa- 
to 
iti 


on ind others, of 


the tariff on wool 


] 
co 


In gla 


the tarifl 


rkers ss Pitts 


ah 
to the 


ainst any change in same 


in 


By Mr. 
furnished the United 
Affairs. 

By Mr. OLIVER: The pet 


States Army—to the Committee on Military 
ition of Mrs. Kate Butt, Mrs. Mary Reid, 
imendment to the Constitution 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citi- 
zens on account of sex—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


an 


+f 
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IN SENATE. 


MONDAY, February 11, 1878. 
Prayer by Rev. SAMUEL C 

College, New Hampshire. 
Ihe ul of the proceedings of Friday 


. BartLett, D.D., president of Dartmouth 


Journ: last was read and ap- 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


DORSEY I present a petit 
of the Territory of Utah, w 
onstitution prohibiting the 
ited S account 
rens of Ia 
so the petit 
, District of Columbia, 


on very numerously signed by cit- 
arnestly pray an amendment to 
several States from disfranchising 
of sex; also the petition of Sarah L. 
rmington, in the Territory of Utah, 

Mary Shadd C he city 
tot I move the 
» the Committee on Priviles and Ele 


ho « 


tates citizens on 
s and others, citi 
une etlect; al 


ion of ary, oft 


he same ctlect 


Bruso, of South 


scott, of 


MATTHEWS pr ented the petition of Milan 


‘ 
, Ohio, and the pet 
Vv, Ohio, 


ition of John 
for an amendment of the 
re referred to the e on Pensions 
ited the petition of Ella D. Clarke, 
Panmmel, and 


yp tit 


South 
praying . pension 
R. Thomas, 
others, citi Toledo, Lucas 
Mary V. Griffith and Emeline G. 

alem, Columbiana County, Ohio, praying for an 
tut » United States prohibiting the 
ted States citizens on account 
ereferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 


Jennie 


zens of 


ion of 


ion of Che 


m disfranchising U 


ented a n 
1 ot ¢ 
manutacture 
fore! 


emorial of Henry Anderman and others, 
inal Dover, of Tuscarawas County, 
remonstrating against a reduction of the 
gn imports and against the reimposition of the war tax 
which was referred to the 
also presented the petition of J. 
rs, business men and firms of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the 
passage of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of 
the standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I present the memorial of the national banks 
and State banks and private bankers composing the Cincinnati 
Clearing-House Association, urging upon Congress the repeal of that 
portion of the national-tax act which imposes a tax of one-half of 1 
per cent. upon the deposits of the banks for reasons specified in the 
memorial. 1 move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of Mrs. 
Margaret Snowden, Miss Margaret L. Buckley, Frank Shoop, R. A. 
Hiskadden, and others, citizens of Freeport, Armstrong County, 
Pennsylvania; the petition of 8. P. Hamilton and others, citizens of 
Greene County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Rebecca Simpson, of 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania; and the petition of Cornelia H. Scar- 
borough, of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, praying for an amend- 


rriie 
of iron, 

tit on 
on tea and coftee ; 
He 


A. Simpkinson & Co. and 570 
othe 


ment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the sev- | 


eral States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of 
sex ; Which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. 

Mr 


Snow, 


HOAR. I present the petition of Emmeline B. Wells, Eliza R. 
and others, 2,962 men and 4,017 women, in all 6,979 persons, 
citizens of Salt Lake City and other places in the Territory of Utah, 
praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
prohibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citi- 
vens on account of sex. I move its reference to the Committee on 
Privile and Elections. 
Phe motion was agreed to. 


res 
5 


Mr. HOAR presented the petition of Mary Upton and others, citi- | 


ens of Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts, and the petition of Miss 
M. M. Allen and others, citizens of Lowell, Middlesex County, Mas- 
sachusetts, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Lucinda Hosmer, of Bedford, Mid- 
diesex County, Massachusetts; the petition of Ann F. Hosmer, of 
Bedford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts ; the petition of Hannah 
Hosmer, of Bedford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, and the peti- 
tion of Mariana Hosmer, of Bedford, Middlesex County, Massachu- 
setts, praying for the removal of their political disabilities; which 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
also presented the petition of Alfred Norcross and others, citi- 
Monson, Massachusetts, praying for an amendment of the 
pension laws; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented the petition of Lucena C. 
De Wolf, of White Water, Walworth County, Wisconsin; the petition 
of Mrs. E. M. Drake, of Dann, Dann County, Wisconsin ; the peti- 
tion of Mrs. James Cowing, of Dunn, Dunn County, Wisconsin ; the 
petition of Fannie D. Strickland, of Milwankee, Wisconsin; the pe- 


i 


He 


zens ot 


shane a 


varia 





tion of Mrs. Rev. W. W. Ames, < Menomonee, Dunn County, Wig, 
sin; the petition of Emeline L. Wolcott, of Ripce. Fond du ] 
County, Wisconsin; and the pe tition of Mrs. S. Mason. of D *i: 
Dunn County, Wisconsin, praying for an eee to the ( 
tution of the United States prohibiting the several States { 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex: 


| referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


| Michigan ; 


Mr. McMILLAN presented the petition of Sarah Burg 
M. Peyton, O. P. Stearns, E. G. Burger, C. P. Bailey, and ot) 
zens of Duluth, Saint Louis County, Minnesota, praying for 
ment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting th 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on aceou 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and E 

Mr. FERRY presented the petition of Lydia Struble, Ju 
John W. Darling, G. P. Doan, A. Fuller,and others, citizens of | 
Kalamazoo County, Michigan; the petition of Helen A. Stow: 
J. Gray, J. A. Steele, Myron Adams, and others, citize: 
the petition of Mary Harper Hunter, of Brady, 


hs or M 
Kalamazo 
the petition of Mrs.S. Carpenter, of Oregon, Lay . 
Michigan ; and the petition of Clarissa A. Richardson, of Brady 
mazoo County, Michigan, praying for an amendment to the Cons 
tution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
franchising United States citizens on account of sex: 
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
He also presented the petition of Mrs. Eliza Jane Christ 

don, Monroe County, Michigan, and the petition of Clara E 

of North Plains, Ionia County, Mic bigan, bra wing for the rem 


Ka 


whic] 


| Privileges and Elections. 


Ohio, engaged | 


Committee on Finance. | 


He also presented the memorial of J. N.Cupit and 41 ot! 
ingmen of Essexville, Michigan, and the memorial of ( 
hous and 58 others, workingmen of Packville, Michigan, re: 
ing against a reduction of the duties on foreign imports a1 
the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

r. ANTHONY presented the petition of Anna W. Spencer, of W 
wick, Kent County, Rhode Island, and the petition of Catharine ( 
nell Knowles, of East Greenwich, Kent County, Rhode Island 
ing for the removal of their political disabilities ; which were refern 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the petition of Anna A. Bento 
D. Stoddard, Rev. L. Jean, Louis A. Oames, and others, « 

West Branch, Cedar County, Jowa, praying for an amendme 
Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States fro 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which 


rw] } 
Wihicil 


| referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 





| rows, Charles H. 


He also presented the petition of Henry Owens and others, : 
of Iowa, praying for the establishment of a post-route from Solor 
Johnson County, Iowa, to Mechanicsville, Cedar County, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of Harriet A. Loughar 
Amity, Yamhill County, Oregon, and the petition of Lucinda |} 
Proebstel, of Le Grande, Union County, Oregon, praying for the 
moval of their political disabilities; which were referred to the Cor 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. H. M. Colt, Mrs. Jo! 
Cartie, John Powers, H. M. Colt, Franklin Dunshee, and other 
zens of Humboldt Basin, Baker County, Oregon, praying for 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting ( 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
of sex ; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and E! 
tions. 

Mr. EATON presented — petition of Mrs. C. 8. Jones, Susan 
Smith, L. R. McIntosh, A. J. Dayton, and ao, ‘citizens of Ea 
Haddam, Middlesex County, Connecticut, praying for an ameudme! 
to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several St 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; | 
was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections 

He also presented the petition of Willard Frink and others, «ii 
zens of Windham County, Connecticut; and the petition of Jose 
W. Briggs, of Sterling, Connecticut, praying for an amendment 
the pension laws ; which were referr. d to the Committee on Pen: 

Mr. SARGENT prese —- the petition of Mrs. A. A. Hi: es ll, « 

taluma, Sonoma County, California, and the petition of C la J 
Howard Nichols, of C alpella, Mendocino County, C alifornia, pe raying 
for the removal of their political disabilities; w hich were referred t 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. - 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. E. Markham, Julia A. ba 
Bryant, F. M. Crossett, and 42 others, citizens 0! 
San José, Santa Clara County, California, praying for an ame nd ment 
to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States 
from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; 


M 


which 


was referred to the. Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


jr. 


Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of Elizabeth Schomaker, _ 
J. 8S. Clarke, Mrs. William J. Cunningham, William J. Canninghat 
M. F. Wood, and others, citizens of New York City, — the 
petition of Jane De Forrest Hull, C. Eva Preston, Chi irlotte A. Cole- 
man, and others, cit:zens of New York, praying for an amendment t 
the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the sever: il States 
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om disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which 
~ ore referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
"He also presented the petition of Levi Miles, jr., and 73 others, cit- 

‘og of Delaware County, New York; the petition of Charles M. 

ind 40 others, citizens of Cattaraugus County, New York; the 
of 8. Sherman and 50 others, citizens of Otto, Cattaraugus 
New York; the petition of Charles Bishop and 7 others, cit- 

. of Suffolk County, New York; the petition of J. P. Betts and 
hers, citizens of Cayuga County, New York; the petition of S. 
hittaker and 37 others, citizens of Chemung County, New York; 
netition of John L. Whitmore and &5 others, citizens of Greene 
ty, New York; the petition of Henry C. Cooper and 36 others, 
us of Herkimer County, New York; the petition of J. Foreman 

] 145 others, citizens of Lima, New York; and the petition of E. 
x Thomas and 39 others, citizens of Warren County, New York, pray- 

> for the remonetization of silver and the repeal of the resumption 

:: which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of E. Carroll and others, citizens of 
( County, New York; the petition of A. Hathaway, of New 
York City; the petition of Alexander Goss and others, citizens of 
(linton County, New York; the petition of Joseph R. Blow, of New 
York City; the petition of Lewis Bell and others, citizens of New 
York City; the petition of Levi 8. Colby, of New York City; the 
tition of Horace Sheldon and others, citizens of New York City; 
‘he petition of Sarah E. Harris, of New York City; the petition of 
fl. D. Graves and others, citizens of Essex County, New York; and 
the petition of Oscar H. Hoyt, of New York City, praying for an 
»mendment of the pension laws so as to extend the time of limitation 
for obtaining arrears till the 4th of July, 1880; which were referred 
+o the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of the Union Bank of Colum- 
bia, South Carolina, signed by its president, praying for the repeal of 
section 3412 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, being sec- 
tion 122 of the national-banking act, imposing a tax of 10 per cent. 
:pon the amount of notes of any person or of any State bank or State 
banking association used for circulation and paid out by them; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of the town council of Beaufort, South 


tion at Port Royal, South Carolina; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the petition of Anna C, Keplar, Kate 
Lochman, Jacob G. Dresler, B. F. Trexler, and others, citizens of Al- 
lentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, praying for an amendment 


to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States | 


from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which 
was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the memorial of workmen engaged in glass-works 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the further exten- 
sion of letters-patent granted to Eben Norton Horsford for an acid 


substitute for cream of tartar for culinary purposes; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Patents. 
Mr. WALLACE. I also present resolutions of the Pennsylvania 
Legislature in favor of aid to steamship lines for carrying the mails 


to foreign countries. As they are brief I ask that the resolutions be | 


read. 


The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads, and read, as follows : 


Whereas the merchant marine of the United States has, by reason of the late 
war and other causes, become reduced to such an extent that the foreign carrying 
trade has passed under the control of other nations; and 

Whereas efforts are now being made to revive this important element to na- 
tional prosperity by our own citizens: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be requested 
to give their support and influence to such measures as will tend to restore Amer- 
ican Commerce, and especially to favor the making of contracts by the Post-Office 
Department for carrying the mails in American-built vessels, at fair rates of com- 
pensation, between the United States and those foreign nations with which it is 
desirable to promote commercial relations and which will co-operate with our Gov- 
ernment in the enterprise. 


Mr. WITHERS presented the petition of Orra Langhorne, a citizen 
of Lynchburgh, Campbell County, Virginia, praying for the removal 
of her political disabilities ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MCPHERSON presented the petition of Ann H. Connelly, Mary 


B. Liggett, Anna N. 8. Anderson, John H. Shotwell, John A. Liggett, | 
and others, citizens of Rahway, Union County, New Jersey, praying | 


for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit- 


ing the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on | 


account of sex ; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have been handed a petition, purporting to be 
from citizens of the State of Missouri, living in Kirksville, Adair 
County, Missouri, praying for an amendment to the Constitution pro- 
hibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citizens 
on account of sex. I see by the names to the petition that some of 
them are citizens of the State of Missouri, whose names I recognize. 
Under the heading of “women,” supposed to be the namesof women, 
I find the name of George Francis Train, and I protest that Mrs. 


George Francis Train is not a citizen of the State of Missouri. 
(Laughter. } 


honestly asked for except by those who would be benefited by 
Carolina, praying for the establishment by Congress of a naval sta- | 


| happiness tot 
|} and as in duty bounc 


The petition was referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 


Mr. BECK presented the petition of James Chism, of Kentucky, a 
soldier of the war of 1812, praying for an increase of pension ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. VOORHEES. I have a number of petitions from citizens of 
the State of New York. I present a petition, first of 156 citizens of 
Schenectady, Schenectady County, and as it is short I ask the Secre- 
tary to read this one. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It may be done by unanimous consent. 
The Chair hears no objec tion. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


To the honorable the Congress of the United States 


The undersigned citizens of Schenectady, State of New York, believing that 
some immediate action should be taken to relieve the distress which now afflicts 
the entire labor and business interests of the country, respectfully, but earnestly, 
petition your honorable body to pass the following laws } 

First. To remonetize silver coin containing the same amount and quality of silver 
it possessed in 1870, and provide for its coinage and issue without limit 
it a full legal tender for its face value in the 
private 

Second. To repeal the act by which the Goverr 
payments January 1, 1879 

We ask to have silver remonetized and reissued because the act by which it was 
demonetized was never discussed in Congress or by the public press, nor its effects 
understood or its passage consented to by the people; because it rendered un 
available one-half the material in which the payment of the Government debt had 
been pledged, and because it was unjust and unfair to the people to thus double 
the burdens of paying said debt by depreciating the value and destroying the power 
of silver for that purpose 

We ask to have silver remonetized in order to add to our present circulating 
medium a suflicient sum to relieve the wants of trade and requirements of busi 
ness,to give employment to millions of idle but honest people, and finally to give 
labor and private enterprise a fair and equal return with public and corporate 
debts, thereby affording all classes an opportanity to preserve their own as well as 
the public credit. 

We ask for the repeal of the resumption act because its enforcement would 
bankrupt every debtor in the land, and render houseless and homeless millions of 
people who, under more liberal legislation, might be saved from such distress; be 
cause resumption is impossible by the time specified in the act, as the Government 
is now the actual owner of less than forty millions of coin, while there is none in 
the banks or hands of the people for that purpose; and, finally 


making 


payment of all debts, public and 


iment 1s pledged to resume specie 


because it is not 
in increased pur 
chasing power of their incomes, and a corresponding decrease of all labor and 
other property values. 

Your petitioners find it difficult to choose language to express the importance 
they attach to these subjects. They deeply sympathize with the want, suffering 
and distress by which nearly all classes are now affected. They regard with ap 
prehension the disquiet and disorder so frequently manifested by reason of such 
want, and fear for all credits, when by neglect or partiality in legislation the peo 


»le shall come to regard their representatives as their enemies, or that any of their 
high public officers are in league with any combination at home or abroad to injure 
their interests. 

Sincerely believing that the passage of these laws will go far toward restoring 
business oreenely, allaying apprehensions of disorder, and bringing peace and 


re poe, we ask your immediate consideration and support of them, 
will ever pray 


Mr. VOORHEES. I offer alike petition from 35 citizens of the 
town of Orange, Schuyler County, New York; a like petition of 12 
citizens of Stony Creek, Warren County New York; a like petition of 
37 citizens of Seneca Falls, Seneca County, New York; a similar pe- 
tition from the town of Tusten, county of Sullivan, New York: a like 
petition of 26 citizens of North Salem, Washington County, New 
York ; a like petition of 34 citizens of Greig, Lewis Connty, New York; 


| a like petition of 23 citizens of Ohio, Herkimer County, New York ; a 


like petition of 47 citizens of Minerva, Essex County, New York; a 
like petition of71 citizens of Tonowanda, Erie County, New York ; alike 
petition of 11 citizensof Conenango, Cattaraugus County, New York; a 
like petition of 48 citizens of Boylston Center, Oswego County, New 
York; alike petition of 63 citizens of Oswego City, New York; alike pe- 


| tition of 60 citizensof Port Jefferson, Suffolk County, New York ; alike 
| petition of 10 citizens of Otsielie, Chenango County, New York; a like 
| petition of 14 citizens of New York City ; a like petition of 158 c‘tizens 


of Clayton, Jefferson County, New York ; a like petition of 73 citizens 


| of Cohoes, Albany County, New York; a like petition of 80 citizens of 


Wellsville, Allegany County, New York; a like petition of 22 citizens 
of Eagle, Wyoming County, New York ; and a like petition of 22 citi- 
zens of the town of Schodack, Rensselaer County, New York. I move 
the reference of all these petitions to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented a memorial of citizens of Richmond, 
Indiana, remonstrating against the removal of the duty on linseed 
and linseed-oil ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of Parker, Randolph 
County, Indiana, in favor of remonetizing silver and the repeal of 
the resumption act ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Thomas Atkison, Francis Atkison, 
Eleanor Peirce, Abigal P. Lindsey, Daniel S. Patterson, and others, 
citizens of Oxford, Benton County, Indiana, praying for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution, prohibiting the several States from disfran- 
chising United States citizens on account of sex ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented the petition of Caroline Wilford, Anna 
W. Spencer, Anson Williams, George Nichols, and others, citizens of 
East Greenwich, Kent County, Rhode Island, praying for an amend- 


| ment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the sev- 


eral States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of 
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referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 


SAUNDERS. I present the petition of Clara A. Brown, of 
Al dria, Thayer County, Nebraska, iving for the removal of 


il disabilities. Mrs. Brown sa in the close of her peti 

tion that she asks this t “because, first, it is her God-given right; 
d, that she is a tax-payer, and without representati 

is unjust;” third, she Sigs m opposed to licensing saloons to 


i 5 7 


make drunkards of my children without my consent.” I move the 
reterence of the petition tothe Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


The motion was agreed to 


SAUNDERS presented the petition of Mrs. Susanah A. Mc- | 


« Kendall, of North Bend, Dodge County, Nebraska, and the 
on of Mrs. Kat Ik. Cornell, of Alexandria, Thayer County, 
ka, praying for the removal of their political disabilities; 

were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
Mr. SAUNDERS. I present also a memorial of the Board of Trade 

Omaha and the Board of Exchange of Council Blutts, remonstrat 

the passage ol the prorating bill now before the Senate. 
reference to the Committee on Railroads. 
ion was agreed to 


CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Samuel Day, late 


‘ 


chaplain Eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, praying compensation | 
for mileage, quarters, and fuel while engaged in collecting vegetables | 


and sanitary stores for the Army under proper military orders ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
He also presented the memorial of Ansley A. Hunt and 66 others, 
sof Ingham County, Michigan, remonstrating against a reduc- 
the duties on foreign wool: which was referred to the Com- 
tt on Finance 


Mr. KDMUNDS presented the petition of Sarah M. Perkins, Ann | i 


Maria W. Chase, and Willard Chase, citizens of West Concord, Essex 


County, Vermont, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of | 


the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchising 
United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. MCDONALD presented a memorial of Kilgore, Shirk & Co. 
and 175 other citizens of Miami County, Indiana, praying that the 
ilax-growers be protected in maintaining the present tariff on bag- 
ging, jute, and jute-butts; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finances 

He also presented the petition of the members of the Society of 
Friends, of Monrovia, Indiana, asking Congress to provide by appro- 
priate legislation for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of H. Vickery and 70 others, of 
Hendricks County, Indiana, praying for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution, securing the right of suffrage to citizensof the United States 
disfranchised on account of sex; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. OGLESBY. Ipresent the petition of Genevieve Graham Jones, 
of Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, praying for the removal of polit- 
ical disabilities. Mrs. Jones seems to believe that she is unfairly 
denied the right to vote, and states that she is a tax-payer upon both 
real and personal estate, and feels that she has as much right to be 
heard at the ballot-box as men have. She is very earnest in the pe- 
tition, and I hope Congress will give to it the attention that the peti- 
tioner wishes in that regard. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the petition of Viola E. Hawks Archibald, 
Cornelia Steely, 8. R. Hawks, I’. M. Strean, and others, citizens of 
Walseka, Iroquois County, Illinois, praying for an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. PADDOCK presented a resolution of the Board of Trade of 
Kansas City, Missouri, asking for certain appropriations for the im- 
provement of the channel of the Missouri River; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PLUMB presented a memorial of citizens of Sumner County, 
Kansas, praying for the remonetization of silver; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs, R. A. Eaton, Kate Hanson, 
and 26 other women, citizens of Leavenworth, Leavenworth County, 
Kansas, praying for the removal of their political disabilities; which 
was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I have in my hand the memorial 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, remonstrating 
against the remonetization of a silver dollar to be composed of 412} 
grains. The rules of the Senate do not permit me to read at large 
this paper, as they would permit the joint resolution of a State Legis- 
lature to be read. I regret that, for although I am not sure that this 
memorial contains anything new; it would be strange if it did con- 
tain anything new on this topic at this day, but an argument which 
it presents and the premises on which that argument rests are stated 
80 clearly and so cogently that I cannot doubt that they would pro- 
duce an effect upon those who might listen to them. 

Mr. WINDOM. It can be read by unanimons consent. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Minnesota suggests to me that 
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the memorial might be read by unanimous consent 


very glad to have the consent of the Senate tor ad it, 

large as it seems to be because it is engrossed on ¢ rant 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? ‘Thy 

none. The Secretary will read the paper at length 


The Chief Clerk read as follow 


Chamber of ( 


w York respectiully represents to the Senat 
United States in Congress assembled that at 
ld on the 7th day of February instant the following 
ulopted and orderes 
ng been duly exec 
gress, namely 
W hereas among the powe 
llowing, namely 
To coin mone 
} 


standard of wel 


, reg 

and me 
nd a corresponding duty is implied in the grant o 
the value of money; and in pursuance of this power Cong 
reduce the weight of the silver dollar, then a legal t 
weight; and 

Whereas in the year 1873, during a temporary advance in t 
it being deemed inexpedient to re ust the relation of silver to gold 
the weight of the silver dollar, it was resolved as an alternative to 
age of silver dollars of the weight of 4124 grains, and thus gold beca 
standard of value in the United States, as practically it had bee: 

Whereas at the recent extra session of Congress the House of 
tives passed a bill known as the “ B:and silver bill,” which bill is no 
the Senate of the United States ; and it is the object of this bill tox 
dollar of the weight of 4124 grains a full legal tender for the dischar 
gations, public and private, as it seems to this chamber, in disregar 
mplied in the powers granted to Congress, and the enactment of s i] 
seriously disturb the confidence which has hitherto been felt at home auc 
the good faith of the United States: Now, therefore 


Be it, and it is hereby, resolved, That this chamber will, and does, 1 


¢ | remonst against the proposed law on the following grounds, nat 


First. That it is opposed to the spirit, if not to the letter, of the ( 
Second. That it is not possible to have two standards of velue in t 
States—one of silver and one of gold--when other nations are limits 
cause the metal disused by other nations will fluctuate in price 
uations will necessitate a constant change in the weight, subjectir 
false measure 

Third. That it is not right to make 4124 grains of silver a standard 
a dollar, whenat the present time 455 grains are but the equivalent 
lar, which remains as it has been for so many years, an accepted star 

Fourth. That it is not wise to separate ourselves from other civil l 
the world, by adopting a metal which must become our sole standard, a 
ject to unceasing tluctuation at home because it will always be subject t 
in other countries with which we have intercourse: ar he danger of f 
is aggravated by the prospect of increased supplies of silver from So 

Fifth. That gold is co yact, and convenient as a measure of valu 
dium of exchange, and silver is not 

Sixth. That it is inexpedient and unwise to force an exchang : 
gold, now in the United States Treasury for a like amount of bon 
under circumstances so prejudicial to the national honor and the na 

Seventh. That it is wrong to inflict on our rational banks, our sa) 
tions, and our life, fire, and trust companies, as well as our marine ins 
panies, a loss of 10 per cent., thus jeopardizing the interests involve 
institutions, and even impairing the security of those who hold 
tional banks, the failure of some of which is announced fro: 
action is to be deprecated because destined in the end to inj 
working classes, the widow, and the orphan. 

Eighth. That a law making silver 412} grains weight a dollar will 
defeat resumption in 1579, demonetizing from $150,000,000 to F20( 


not exported, which cannot be replaced with silver coin in less than fe 

And the chamber of commerce of the State of New York respectfully s 
to the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Cc 
sembled the foregoing as valid objections to a law the agitation of 
wrought most unfavorably upon the commercial interests of our cit 
recovery from the effects of the revulsion of 1873 by extending the di 
was before limited to individuals, corporations, and States, to the Unite 
Government itself 

And your memorialists pray that regard may be had to the 
sented 

New York, February 7, 1878 

Ss. D. BABCOCK, J 

GEORGE WHILson, Secretary. 

The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CONKLING. I presenta petition signed by 193 petitioners t! 
described: “Men doing businesson Broadway, New York, from Twenty- 
second to Thirty-second streets, embracing the names of more t 
three-quarters of all persons doing business on that thoroughfar 
tween said streets.” Not vouching for the accuracy of this des 
tion, I present the petition of these signers asking the remon¢ t 
of silver as proposed by a pending bill. I move that it lie upon 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. ; ah 

Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition of 128 citizens of Rocli 
ter, New York, in favor of the repeal of the bill promising the | 
ment of Government bonds, 5.20 bonds in coin, and favoring als 
repeal of the national-banking act, and likewise praying that gt 
backs be made a legal tender in all regards. I move its reteren 
the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. as cca 
Mr. CONKLING. I present a petition of 220 citizens 0! Buti 
Erie County, New York, praying the remonetization of silver as pr 
posed ; a like petition from citizens of Webster, Monroe County; an- 
other from those of East Bloomfield, Ontario County; still ar ce 
from West Sparta, Livingston County; one from Westkill, Gree ne 
County; one from Gilbert’s Mills, Oswego County; one from Babylon, 
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Snffolk County ; one from Stockton, Chautauqua County ; one from 
Sardit ia, Erie County ; one from the town of Haverstraw. Rockland 
C ; one from Euclid, Onondaga County; one from Humphrey, 
(Cattaraugus County ; one from Cold Springs, Cattaraugus County; one 

m Haleott, Greene County; and another from the citizens of the 
city of New York, all praying the remonetization of silver as proposed. 









Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama; the petition of P. Holmes 
Drake, of Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama; and the petition of 
Louisa L. Weightman, Amelia Jackson, and others, citizens of Wash- 

rton City, District of Columbia, praying for the removal of their 
politic al disabilities ; which were referred to the Committee on Privi- 
eves and Elections. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of Daniel Flower, E. M. 
Flower, A. D. Wade, Mrs. E. Beebe, and others, citizens of Lake 
County, Ohio, and the petition of Phebe Painter, a citizen of Damas- 
ens, Columbiana County, Ohio, praying for an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which were 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Henrietta J. Partridge, a citi 
zen of Whitewater, Walworth County, Wisconsin, praying for the re- 
moval of her political disabilities; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of William Emerson, late a 
private in Company A, First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, 
praying for a pension; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 



























sions. 

He also presented the petition of Eugene O. Sullivan, late sergeant 
in Company K, Eighteenth Regiment Missouri Infantry Volunteers, 
praying to be allowed a pension ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS. I have received from Mrs. Sara Andrews Spence 
a paper purporting to be the petition of Emma Barr, a citizen of 
Holyoke, Ellsworth County, Kansas, praying for the removal of her 
political disabilities. The paper bears nosignature, nor is it otherwise 
authenticated, and I doubt if it expresses the desire of any woman 
in the State of Kansas. I move its reference to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GROVER presented the petition of Celia Olmstead, Emma 
Dustin, M. Gundloch, W. H. Clarke, Sarah Hughes, Jennie C. Curry, 
and others, citizens of Canyon City, Grant County, Oregon, praying 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit- 
ing the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on 
account of sex; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I present the petition of sundry workingmen 
residing in Cleveland, Ohio, and engaged in the manufacture of 
twine and its products, remonstrating against any prejudicial change 
in the tariff affecting their interests. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of H. H. Fenton and others, 
workingmen residing at Mansen, Massachusetts, engaged in the man- 
ufacture of woolen goods, remonstrating against any change of the 
tariff laws which will reduce the duties on foreign goods and against 
the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BOOTH presented a concurrent resolution of the Legislature 
of California relative to procuring an appropriation from the General 
Government for the improvement of Wilmington Harbor, in Los 
Angeles County, California; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Maria Peters, of Fresno 
County, California, and the petition of Mrs. Henry S. Lake, of Santa 
Cruz County, California, praying for the removal of their political 
disabilities; which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. : 

Mr. WINDOM presented the petition of Helen E. Farmer, C. N. Tay- 










































amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 






tions, 






Allen, of Spring Valley, Fillmore County, Minnesota, praying for the 
removal of their political disabilities; which was referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. ° 







PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION. 





Congress, which was instructed by a 


lor, H. B. Thayer, Chandler Persons, Jay J. Sargent, and others, citi- 
zens of Spring Valley, Fillmore County, Minnesota, praying for an 


of sex; which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 


He also presented the petition of Susan D. Cady and Laurie M. 


Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, the Joint Committee on the Library of 
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joint resolution of Congress to 
make arrangement for the formal presentation of the painting tend 


ered to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson on Tuesday the 12th 


of February, has, in pursuartce of the resolution, ordered the painting 
to be placed in an appropriate and conspicuous place in the Capitol 
and provided for such presentation the following programme: 


The petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 7 I. The two Honses will meet in the Hall of the House at two o'clock p. m., Tues 
Mr. CONKLING. I present a number of petitions, seven in all, | day, (to-morrow,) when the ceremony shall take place 
merously signed by citizens of the State of New York, all of whom | 7 n. JAMES A. GARFIELD, of O ind the Hon. A. H. STErnENs, of Georgia, 
il re ‘ ® ‘ . . : . gis iake remarks appropriate to the oceasior 
ray for an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the several | *}yy yee remars rie te Es tn Th ht th 
pray . . ae es a : os 1@ Conor of the picture rs. MZ abeth 10oOmpson, Wilh her escort and the 
States Irom disfranchising citize ns on account of their sex. artist, F. B. Carpenter, to be privil ved to the floor of the House during the cere 
The petitions were referred to the Committee on Privileges and | mony 
Elections. ta l pon that order, perhaps it is proper to move now that at te i 
-ENCER presented the petition of Fr: 3’. McCar »f ee nOr, pornape it alr tap acne adehlanas aBS AS LCR al 
Mr. SPENCER pres¢ 16 | on Frank B. McCarty, of utes before two o’clock to-morrow in the afternoon the Senate shall 


adjourn. 
Mr. ALLISON. 
that to a recess. 


Mr. EDMUNDS 


I hope the Senator from Wisconsin will change 


It will be impossible to do anything after we 


|} return. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. We shall not be there over an hour. 

Mr. HOWE. A recess would be altogether more agreeable to me 
if I knew precisely how long the ceremony would occupy. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is a very large picture and it will take a good 
while. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOWE. For how long 1s the recess proposed ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Say one honr. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposition of the Senator from 
Wisconsin is that the Senate adjourn at ten minutes to two o’clock 
to-morrow in order that this programme may be carried out. 

Mr. HOWE. At the suggestion of Senators on both sides of me, I 
will modify my motion and move that at ten minutes before two 
o’clock to-morrow afternoon the Senate take a recess for the purpose 
of attending on these ceremonies, to reassemble at the close of the 
ceremonies. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to inquire if the order and this motion 
are not inconsistent. As I understand, the Senator has reported an 
order that the two Houses be present at two o’clock to-morrow in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives. Now he proposes that the Sen- 
ate shall, ten minutes before two, take a recess of an hour, which will 
of course prevent the Senate having any method of assembling as 
proposed by the committee. 

Mr. HOWE. Take a recess to attend upon the ceremonies in tho 
House Hall. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not understand how the Senate can take a recess 
of an hour and in the mean time be in session anywhere. It is amere 
formal criticism to be sure, but I suppose the order should be that 
the Senate proceed to the Hall of the House at that tune, should 
it not? 

Mr. HOWE. I will try one more modification. I move that at 
two o’clock to-morrow, in the afternoon, the Senate will repair to the 
House of Representatives to attend the ceremonies of this presenta- 
tion, and will reassemble at their close. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to that suggestien ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask the Senator from Wisconsin 


if the programme has been agreed upon by the joint committee of 


the two Houses? 

Mr. HOWE. The Joint Committee on the Library instructed the 
chairmen of the respective branches of the committee to make these 
arrangements, and these are agreed upon by the chairman of the 
committee 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
consin is that at two o’clo OrrTOW 
repair to the Hall of the House of Representatives ar 
yresenta n nies, and attheu 
Is there objection? The Chair 


objection to the suggestion ? 


? 


suggestion of the Senator from Wis 
he nate shall 
d remain there 
ion return to 
and it 


rhe 


Lo-II 


K 


aiternoon t mo 


during the tion ceremo eonclu 


this Chamber. 


so ordered. 


hears none is 


EULOGIES ON THE LATE MR. PARSONS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iam directed by the Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution (H.R. No. 54) anthorizing the 
printing and distribution of the memorial addr life and 
character of the late Edward Young Parsons, a Representative from 
the State of Kentucky, to report it with an amenument, an¢ L ask for 
its present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committe: 
proce¢ ded to consider the J int re which that 4,500 
copies of the memorial addresses on the life and «uaracter of the late 
Edward Young Parsons, a Representative from the State of Kentucky, 
be printed, 1,000 copies for the use of the Senate, and 3,500 copies for 
the use of the House of Representatives; and that the Secretary of 
the Treasury have printed asteel-engraving of Mr. Parsons to accom- 


asses on the 


of the Whole, 


t solution directs 


pany thesame, ; 
The joint resoiution was reported from the Committee on Printing 
with an amendment, to add after the word “same,” at the end of the 
resolution : 
lo defray the cost of which, th 
priated out of any moneys in tl 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I see tl 
f| ment for a special appropriati 
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chairman of the Committee on Printing whether the special appro- 
priation out of money not otherwise appropriated is customary. Is 
it usual to make such provisions in resolutions of this kind ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The amendment provides for payment for the 
engraving of a steel portrait at the Treasury Department, not for 
printing. The appropriation is to pay the expense of the portrait. 
The chief of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing has addressed a 
command applicable to that purpose 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, it is very ungracious to make any 

iggestion that would seem to interfere with the respect that is always 
due to the memory of the dead, but this subject of making appropri- 
ation for steel engravings of deceased members of either House has 
repeatedly been before this body, and in several instances previous to 
this the expression has been that the expenditure for this purpose 
0 ight to be discontinued Of course the matter of expense in any sin 
sle instance is comparatively small, but as the deaths in the course of 
a year or a session aggregate frequently a considerable number, it is 
L que stion of very serious importance whether the Senate ought not 
now to take some action upon this subject that should be an instruc 
tion to the Committee on Printing hereafter. Of course I did not pro 
pose to make any objection tothe engraving of a portrait of Mr. Par- 

1 did not know him personally and presume he is entitled to 
consideration, but I think that some action ought to be taken in 
order to ascertain whether it is the sense of Congress that these me- 
morial addresses should always be accompanied bereafter by a steel- 
engraved portrait at the expense of the Government. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I quite agree with what the Senator from Kansas 
has said. It is ungracious to make the objection to any pending 
case; but I think a resolution should be passed by the Senate, or a 
concurrent resolution of the two Houses, to discontinue the practice. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment re- 
ported from the Committee on Printing. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution wasreported to the Senate, as amended, and the 
umendment was concurred in. 

It was ordered that the amendment be engrossed and the joint reso- 
lution read a third time. 


The joint resolution was read the third time, and passed. 


} 
this 


PRINTING OF POST-OFFICE ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
2 motion to printthe letter of the Treasurer of the United States, trans- 
mitting a copy of the Treasurer’s account rendered to and adjusted by 
the Sixth Auditor of the Treasury for the fiscal years ending June 30, 
Is76, and June 30, 1877, (and I ask the attention of the Senator from 
West Virginia [Mr. Davis] to this report,) have instructed me to re- 
port it unfavorably and that it be indefinitely postponed. These ac- 
counts give no information whatever. They are merely statements 
of the amount of money paid and the individuals to whom paid. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, rose. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the report. 

I'he Chief Clerk read as follows: 

TREASURY OF THE UNITED STATES 
Washingtoxr, December —, 1877. 

Sin: The act of July 2, 1636, having been repealed, and the act of June 18, 1872, 
and the Revised Statutes of the United States not containing anything requiring 
the Treasurer of the United States to render copies of his quarterly accounts with 
the United States on account of the Post-Office Department to Congress, in com- 
pliance with the usual custom, I beg to transmit herewith a copy of the Treas- 
urer’s account rendered to and adjusted by the Sixth Auditor of the Treasury, for 
the fiscal years Which ended en June 30, 1876, and June 30, 1877 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant 
JAMES GILFILLAN, 


Treasurer United States. 
Hon. WnaiamM A. WHEELER 


Vice-President and ex officio President of the Senate of the United States. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand from the reading of 
the report and from the statement of the chairman of the committee 
that these accounts relate only to the Post-Office Department. 

Mr, ANTHONY. The accounts adjusted by the Sixth Auditor. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears vo objection, and the 
order will be entered in accordance with the report of the committee. 

PRINTING OF TREASURY ACCOUNTS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am also directed by the same committee, to 
whom was referred a motion to print the letter of the Treasurer of 
the United States, transmitting, in compliance with law, copies of 
accounts rendered to and settled with the First Comptroller for the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1877, and also a copy of the annual report 
of the Treasurer, to report unfavorably thereon, and I ask that it be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask that the report be placed 
upon the table. I shall have something to say on the subject. Iun- 
derstand it is a report from the First Comptroller, whose duty it is by 
law and has been for many years to make an annual report of the 
expenditures of the Government, together with the list of defanlters 
and other things connected with the Department, which has not been 
done. I am inclined to think that the report of the committee should 
not be agreed to until the matter is amply considered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. There was a very elaborate report made of all 
defalcation from the beginning of the Government down to the time 


letter to the committee, stating that he has no appropriation at his | 








SBRUARY 1], 
when the report was made, which was during the last Congress a9 
the Senate refused to print it. ” _ 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report of the committec 
placed in the Calendar. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will try to call it up soon 


ill be 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired 

Mr. KERNAN. I ask the Senate to take up House bill No 
reported from the Committee on Finance some days ago w 
amendment in which I believe the committee are unanimo 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. HILL] has to leave the city, and tly 
should be taken up now 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for informa; 
subject to objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the bill is read I beg to ask a questi 
my colleague. Is this the bill to which the honorable Senato; 
Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDs] objected on a recent occasion ? 

Mr. KERNAN. Yes, sir; and I called his attention to t! 
ment of the committee last Friday. 

Mr. CONKLING. Did the Senator from Vermont understa: 
it was to be taken up, or likely to be, this morning ? 

Mr. KERNAN. I told him I would get it up on Friday morning jf 
Icould. I do not understand that he objects to it. He asked me if 
we were satisfied in committee. I told him I believed all were, | 
called his attention to the amendment especially, and wanted to get 
the bill up on Friday if I could. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I believe I am entitled to the tlooy 
at 1 o’clock, having on Friday yielded for an executive session 
* The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator may call for the regular 
order on which he is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KERNAN. I ask the Senator from West Virginia to yield, an 
if this bill consumes any time after read, of course it can vo ove: 

Mr. DORSEY. I ask the Senator from West Virginia to yield 
twenty minutes of the morning hour. The morning business i 
tirely unfinished yet. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I shall yield for the consideration 
of the bill indicated by the Senator from New York, provided that it 
does not lead to debate, but I owe it to other gentlemen who ar 
follow me not to yield much time. I shall be brief, to be sure, but 
other gentlemen will follow me, and I owe it to them that I should 
not give away too much of their time as well as my own. 

Mr. FERRY. I desire to call the attention of the Senator from 
West Virginia to the fact that much of the morning hour has beer 
consumed to-day in the reading of petitions and other things, s! 
ting out regular morning business. I repeat the request of the Se: 
ator from Arkansas that the Senator from West Virginia yield ten or 
fifteen minutes of bis time for the purpose of concluding the morn 
ing business. It seems to me morning business should runcurrently 
with the session. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the extension of 
themorning hour for fifteen minutes for business legitimately per 
taining to the morning hour? The Chair hears none. Reports of 
committees are now in order. 


189] 
itl in 


lhe 


it 


to 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DORSEY. Iam instructed by the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 623) to amend 
section 993 of the Revised Statutes of the United States for the Dis 
trict of Columbia, so as to make the 22d of February a holiday within 
said District, to report it without amendment, and I ask for its pres 
ent consideration. It is a very short bill and will not take a winute 

Mr. WITHERS. That is not morning-hour business any more than 
the bill named by the Senator from New York. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report is morning-hour business 
The Senator asks for the present consideration of the bill just reported, 
which requires unanimous consent. Is there objection? 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I object. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 701) providing for holding the terms of the 
United States district court for the southern division of lowa at 
Burlington, in said division, have directed me to report the same 
favorably. With it I report as papers to accompany the bill letters 
signed by the delegation in both Houses of Congress. 

Mr. President, if I may be allowed, I wish to say that to-morrow 
morning, unless I interfere with some Senator, I will, as I intend: dl to 
this morning, ask that this bill be considered. Time is quite impor- 
tant. It concerns lowa. The Representatives from that State are 
agreed, and I think that no objection or discussion will arise. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will go on the Calendar for to- 
day. 

Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 320) amendatory of the act to in- 
corporate the Capitol, North O street and South Washington Rail- 
way Company, reported it, with amendments. 

He also, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the petition of Melvina A. Maltby, praying to be allowed a pension, 
submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 703) grant- 
ing a pension to Melvina A. Maltby. 


1878. 
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he bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 

printed 

Mr KIRKWOOD, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
red the petition of Grace Aikens, praying to be allowed a pen- 
cubmitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 704) 
ing a pension to Grace Aikens. 

Ihe bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 


or 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. By direction of the Committee on Pensions I | 


t back the petition of Mrs. Ellen Truesdale, praying for a pen 

on account of the death of her husband, General Truesdale, late 

« Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, unfavorably, and ask 

hat the committee be discharged from its further consideration. It 

«desired, | think, by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Wap- 

teIGH] to have it go on the Calendar. I wish to say that perhaps | 
, not concur myself fully in the report. 

~The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thereport will be placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. ROLLINS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 


whom was referred the bill (S. No. 595) to further define and en- } 


rye the powers and duties of the board of health of the District of 
mmbia, reported it with an amendment. 


PORTRAITS OF THE LATE SENATORS MORTON AND BOGY. 


Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
+o introduce a bill (S. No. 702) providing portraits to accompany the 
memorial addresses on the late Senators Morton and Bogy; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, this bill has the same object as the 
imendment reported by the Committee on Printing to the joint reso 

ition Which was passed for the publication of the memorial ad- 
iresses of Mr. Parsons of the House, and is to make an appropria- 
tion for portraits already ordered. Lask for its present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It appropriates $1,200 to defray the 
cost of engraving and printing the portraits of the late Senators 

Morton and Bogy, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, as ordered by concurrent resolutions of Congress. 

rhe bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
toa third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. CHAFFEE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 705) to authorize the payment of certain 
uichers for supplies furnished Indians in New Mexico and Arizona; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


Judian Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 706) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to 
make certain negotiations with the Ute Indians in the State of Col- 
orado; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MCDONALD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 707) for the relief of Mary A. Lord; which 
was read twico by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (8S. No. 708) for the relief of J. D. Butler; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 709) for the relief of J. A. Hodges; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 710) to authorize the Secretary of War to 
issue ordnance stores and equipage for the use of students in colleges 
and other institutions of learning where military instruction isgiven ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 711) to amend section 1059 of the Revised 
Statutes, in relation to captured and abandoned property ; which was 
real twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 

introduce a bill (S. No. 712) granting a pension to William Loudon; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 
_ He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 713) for the relief of Martin Clark; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
reterred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MCPHERSON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 714) for the relief of Joseph 
E. Moore; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

_ Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 715) to provide for a water-route to facilitate 
transportation between Lake Michigan and Lake Erie; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


‘’ > > . . . 
Ra CAMERON, of Wisconsin asked, and by unanimous consent 
0 


| House at the last session but was not 


| introduce a bill (S, 





tained, leave to intreduce a bill (S. No. 716) for the relief of Hutf 


Jones; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com 


mittee on Claims. 

Mr. EATON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 717) in furtherance of civil 
service reform; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 


|} Committee on Civil Service and Retrenchment. 


Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 718) granting a pension to Warren F. Wood ; 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that a bill of this kind passed the 


reached by the Pension Com 
mittee, and I desire to call their attention to it as early as possible. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 719) making an appropriation for the con 
struction of a steam-tender for light-hous« 
Columbia River; which was read 
the Committee on Commerce 

Mr. ALLISON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
No. authorize the Secretary of the Inte 
rror to deposit certain funds in the United States Treasury in leu of 
investment; which was read to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 721) to relieve Morgan’s Louisiana and Texas 
Railroad, formerly the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western 
Railroad, from certain conditions imposed by act of June 3, 856, 
chapter 42, section 3; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He 
duce 
read 

He 


duce 


and buoy service on the 


twice by its title, and referred to 


#20) to 


twice by its title, and referred 


also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro 
a bill (S. No. 722) for the relief of John W. Hickey; which was 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro 
a bill (S. No. 723) for relief of the sureties on the official bond 
of B. T. Beauregard, late collector of internal revenue, second dis 
trict of Louisiana; which was read twice by its title 


referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


, and 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSI 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. THEODORE 
F’. KING, one of its clerks, announced that the House had agreed to 
the resolution of the Senate of October 17, 1877, providing for the re 
moval of the books and files stored in the lofts of the old portion of 
the Capitol to the basements or other places in the building safe from 
fire. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. No. 3068) for the allowance of certain claims reported by the 
accounting officer of the Treasury Department 


; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 

On motion of Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the matter of the claim of William 5 
Washington, District of Columbia, be withdrawn from the files and 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Additional evidence is 
in the case, and I ask that the additional evidence take 
reference. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That order will be made. 

On motion of Mr. ALLISON, it was 

Ordered, That Alexander Crawford have leave to withdraw his petition and pa 
pers from the files of the Senate on leaving copies of the same 

On motion of Mr. WITHERS, it was 


Ordered, That Mrs. Auna E. Dixon be permitted to withdraw 
the files of the Senate under the regulations 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of John L. Buck, of Arkansas, in which 
there has been an adverse report by the Committee on Claims, be taken from the 
files and referred to such committee, with the testimony of Powell Clayton and 
Robert W.Johnson herewith submitted, which testimony was procured since such 
adverse report was made. 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE AMENDMENT. 
Mr. WADLEIGH submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the nse of the Senate 1,060 copies of the pro- 


ceedings before the Committee on Privileges and Elections in the matter of sundry 
petitions and memorials praying for a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message from the 
President of the United States, transmitting, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 6th of December, 1377, the corres- 
pondence of the minister of the United States at Paris with the State 
Department in relation to the Frauco-German war, &c.; which was 
ordered to lie upon the table and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of War, calling the attention of the Senate to a letter of his prede- 
cessor of the 16th of December, 1872, (published in Senate Executive 
Document No. 14, Forty-second Congress, third session, ) in relation to 
the Fort Fetterman military reservation, Wyoming Territory; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mitchell, of 
recommitted 


furnished 
the same 


the papers from 
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. R. No. 3068) for the allowance of certain claims reported 
ounting officer of the Treasury Department, was read twice 
ind referred to the Committee on Claims. 
EAGLE AND PHCGNIX MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


Mr. KERNAN. If the morning business is over, with the permis 

m of the Senator from West Virginia, I ask the Senate to take up 
House bill No. 1891, for the relief of the Eagle and Phenix Manu 
facturing Cc ompany, of Columbus, Georgia. 

Mr. DORSEY. 1 object to the consideration of that bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Arkansas objects to 
the present consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HILL. I will state to the Senator from Arkansas that I am 
compelled to leave the city, I think, to-night, and I prefer that the 
bill shall be considered while I am here 
any length of time. 

Mr. DORSEY. 
22d of February a holiday, and it was objected to on that side by 
several Senators 

Mr. HILL I certainly did not object to it. 

Mr. KERNAN. It was not objected to by me. 

Mr. DORSEY 1 withdraw the objection. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proces ded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Finance with 


an 
amendment, after the word “tax” 


in line 8 to insert: 


no part of its capital is employed in the business of banking, and said 
nues to be, as now, employ 


ed in the business of manufacturing 
nsert at the end of the 1 


iny tax or penaity wil 
circulating, or continuing in circ 


vill the following : 
ch may be hereafter meurred by issuing and 
lation, notes or bills or certificates of deposit, as 


currency, or as a stitute for notes, bills, or currency 


So that the bill would read: 


Eagle and Phenix Manufacturing Company of Columbus, Georgia, be 
y, relieved from the payment of the taxes heretofore assessed upon its 


tock as banking capital, or capital employed in the business of banking 

n all future similar assessments of banking tax, so long as no part of its 

s employed in t and said capital continues to be, as 
uployed in the business of manufacturing: Provided, That nothing in this 

all be construed to exempt said company from the payment of the tax upon 
deposits as required by law from savings-banks or savings institutions, nor from 
any tax or penalty which may be hereafter incurred by issuing and circulating or 
in circulation notes or bills or certificates of deposit as currency or as 


a substitute for notes, bills, or currency 

Mr. McMILLAN. What committee does the bill come from ? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I should like to have some explanation of the 
bill from the chairman of the committee. Ido not know what the 
purport of the bill is. 

Mr. KERNAN. This corporation has a capital of $1,250,000. It is 
all invested in manufacturing establishments of cotton and woolen 
goods. Under an amendment of its charter the company was per- 
deposits and issue certificates for them. It did so. 
It has paid tax on the amount of those deposits regularly, making 
returns down to this time, but during the last year it has been claimed 
that they were taxable on their capital as banking capital. They 
applied for relief as against that, and the House samell the bill on a 
written report, which is printed. The bill was before the Senate 
committee and upon consideration in the Senate suggestions were 
made that there was a defect in it, and I myself moved that it be 
referred back and examined by the committee so as to be amended. 
It was amended so as to obviate, I believe, fully any objection of that 
kind, and the committee directed me to report it again. The com- 
pany have no banking capital, but they are taxable on deposits, 
which are to some amount, not very large, as laminformed. 1 think 
there is no objection to the bill in its present shape. Their whole 


» business of banking 


mitted to receive 


capital is invested in manufacturing establishments and they pay | 


taxes on that property. The object of the bill is to relieve them from 
the section of the law which says that parties engaged in banking 
shall be liable to a tax on their banking capital. I think the bill, 
as amended, is entirely satisfactory to all the members of the com- 
mittee. The chairman examined it carefully and proposed these 
amendments; and we looked at the law. I might add further that 
I believe these deposits were received for the benefit of their opera- 
tives mainly. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
the full case. 
and it had a capital of $1,250,000. The company issued certificates 
of deposit, which were circulated, so far as the Committee on Finance 
“ould ascertain, as a currency in that neighborhood. Consequently 
they became liable to not only perhaps a tax on deposits but a tax 
on the issuing of the currency. I do not understand that it was 


It is right, perhaps, that the Senate should know 


proposed at any time to abuse the Government in the least by the | 


issuing of these certificates of deposit, and now it is proposed merely 


to relieve them from their past transgressions provided they will do | 


so ho more, 


Mr. KIRKWOOD. Does the bill relieve them from the tax on 


issuing the certificates of deposit or relieve them from the tax on | 


further de posits ? t 


Mr. MORRILL. It does not relieve them from that. 


I do not think it will take | 


I reported a bill a few moments ago to make the | 


» | we can examine it. 


This wasa manufacturing company of long standing | 
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Mr. KIRKWOOD. Only from the 
| cates? 
Mr. MORRILL. Yes. 
Mr. MCMILLAN. I think the bill had better go oy 
have an opportunity of looking at it alittle more careful] 
wish to delay the measure in its passage, but I do think 


have an opportunity of exam ining it a little more caref; 
can do at this hour 


Mr. HILL. I will say to the Senator from Minnesota that ¢) 
was carefully examined in the House, receiving the unanimous ¢ 
| sent of its committee. When it was reported from the Fina: 

mittee here, the Senator from Vermont suggested 
which was made in accordance to his suggestion, : 
| further objection to it. 

Mr. KERNAN. The bill was referred back to the com: 
| amendment upon his suggestion. 

Mr. HILL. The amendment was made in accordance with the s ig 
gestion of the Senator from Vermont, and there is no possible f oe 
objection to the bill. AsI am going away, I hope the Se: 
allow it to pass. The report is unanimous from the 
mittee. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. As I understand from the chairman of the Com 
mittee on Finance, this manufacturing company issued certificates ; f 
deposit to answer as a circulating medium, asa currency, and upon 
that currency they were taxed as a banking issue. Now, if they 
made use of their capital as a basis fora cire ulatin: g medium, issai 
their certificates of deposit which passed as a currency, I am unable 
tosee why they should not be taxed upon that capital usedas a basiot 
a circulating medium issued by the company itself. It seems to m 
that changes the whole character of the manufacturing com) pany 

Mr. WINDOM. It was not a legal tender. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. That makes no difference. The curre1 
by the national banks is not a legal tender, and I cannot see thi 
company is in any different position. I only ask, without expres 
any Opinion at present upon the matter, that the bill 


penalty 


eT 


ice Co 
in amendment 


urther 





iator will 
Finance Com 


vo over unt 


Mr. GORDON. 
a vote upon it. 

Mr. KERNAN. This bill only relieves them from being taxed on 
their capital, under the statutes, as the capital of a banking asso 
tion. It does not relieve them from any tax that may - or ha 
imposed on any notes they may have allowed to circula I 
under another section of the law, and the amendment guards against 
such a result. 

Mr. DAWES. I think the Senator from Minnesota does not quite 
understand the facts of the case. There is a clause in the charter of 
this company which has led to this discussion, but the amendment if 
adopted will leave this corporation just like every other corporation 
that has a savings-bank clause in its charter. Inasmuch as it has 
capital stock, it comes within the phraseology of the Revised Sta 
utes, although the savings-bank clause puts it precisely like every 
other savings-bank that does solely the business of a savings-bank 
loaning out the money that it receives on deposit. The savings-bank 
clause of this manufacturing corporation was attached to it to pro 
vide for a savings-bank for its operatives. It could not be done under 
the Revised Statutes without exposing it to this tax. It was not the 
design of the Revised Statutes to make any savings-bank th: ut did no 
bi unking business pay a tax on capital; but when it hasa capital stock 
the law covers that savings-bank and makes it pay a tax. It has been 
the custom of the Government to relieve any such bank as that, pro- 
vided it did solely a savings-bank business, and no banking or cur 
rency business. Now, there is a phrase in the charter granted to this 
manufac turing corporation in Georgia that would authorize them t 
deal in currency; but the amendment of the Finance Committee, if 
adopted, as the Senator from New York says, does not relieve them 
from any tax they are liable to on that account. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not for the past? 

Mr. DAWES. Not for the past, as I understand it. It w as drawn 
with the intention certainly of relieving the bill of that very objec- 
tion. Nor does it relieve them in the future if they indulge in th 
luxury of a banking business. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think the Senator is mistaken as to the past 

Mr. DAWES. I may be mistaken as to the past; but I am quite 
certain, and I have so understood the facts, that they have never 
made themselves liable to a tax in the past on account of the issuing 
of currency. Certainly I understand from the Internal Revenue Bu 
reau that the only tax they are liable for is for having done a sayings 
bank business because they had a capital stock. ‘Ihe Senator from 
New York farthest from me [Mr. KERNAN] will correct me if 1 am 
mistaken in that respect. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me 
to ask him whether or not under this clause in the charter from the 
State of Georgia this manufacturing company did issue certificates 
of deposit whic h answered and passed as currency in the community! 

-~ DAWES. I think they were authorized by their charter to do 

; but Ido not understand—I may be misinformed—that for any 
pentle n of this tax from which they desire to be relieved they were 
liable to pay it on account of those certificates. If there was any 

doubt about that fact I should be with the Senator from Minne- 
| sota; for, if they have been issuing certificates as currency, there is 


I hope that will not be done, but that we 


i 


Hat is 
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reason Why they should be relieved from the tax upon that; and 
» pot think any member of the Committee on Finance has ever 
yted to put this bill in a shape that would have that result. 
GORDON. The Senator from Massachusetts is entirely cor- 
n his statement. This tax was not imposed on account of any 
made by the company of their own certificates. 
McMILLAN. I have not heard the question answered which 
ddressed to the Senator from Massachusetts, whether this manu- 
ring company did, under its power in the charter from the 
Georgia, issue certificates of deposit or bills of credit which 
ere a currency among the people? 
,me, a banking company subject to taxation as such, and I see no 
why they should be relieved from a tax which has been im- 
nosed upon them by the Government, decided by the authorities to 


regsol 
eason 


| 
| 


| 
| 


If so, then they were, it seems | 


| actually deposited, in 
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of the charter; perhaps it will aid him. 
issue certificates for mo 


tion: 


It only authorizes them to 
This is the amendatory sec- 


ey deposited, 


That after the said capital sto 
said « 


perty shall have been so pledged, the 
sits to an amount equal to the amount 


1¢ dollars, which may be payable to 
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Mr. ALLISON. 


ter, but it seen 


no issue certificates except for 


} 
eposited 


Mr. President, I dislike to 
} 


interfere with this mat- 
ead to further debate, and I call for 


$ To be likely to 


| the regular order. 


ie correctly levied, and which, as I understand it, this bill attempts | 


y relieve them from. The Senator from Massachusetts has well said 
that | may not be fully informed as to the facts because this bill has 
ist been reported in the morning hour. 


Mr. KERNAN. Oh, no; I beg pardon. 


meus consent. 

Mr. McMILLAN. 
ve not had our attention attracted to it, and have not had an 
opportunity of examining it, and I do not know the effect of the bill. 


‘ ) 
ve ba 


It would be a very dangerous precedent to set to relieve from taxa- | 


tion a company which was really subject to the law and which should 
pay its tax. 

' Mr. GORDON. If the Senator will allow me just one word I will 
explain that part of the difficulty to his satisfaction, I think. The 


issues of which he speaks were taxed and the company paid the tax, | 


seven thousand and odd dollars. This tax is laid upon the company 
asatax upon its capital, its capital being used in manufacturing, 
and it is for that reason it asks the relief. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Does it still possess the power of issuing its bills 
of credit ? 

Mr.GORDON. Not atall. It does not claim any such power. 

Mr. McMILLAN. As I understand it the charter of the manufact- 
uring company is obtained from the State of Georgia, and how we 
can interfere with that power by an act of Congress here is more 
than I can perceive. 

Mr. DAWES. 

way, that the moment it indulges in that issuing of certilicates as 
currency that moment it is liable to pay the tax. That is the way 
the Committee on Finance propose to keep the Government tax upon 
currency intact against this very corporation. We provide that it 


a 


shall be relieved of this tax as a savings-bank, and inasmuch asit has | 
such a peculiar charter, which we cannot interfere with, the amend- 


ment expressly provides that it shall not be relieved the moment it 
undertakes to exercise those particular powers of itscharter. That 


is the way the Committee on Finance have undertaken to accomplish | 


thatend. They may have failed, but that is their purpose. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I confess that I am not satisfied with my present 
knowledge of this bill of the facts. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I want to vote for this bill if it 
isone that the Senate should adopt, and if it is not I want to see that 
my vote is not recorded in that direction. 


I tind, by asking the Secretary, that there is no written report, and | 


thus this bill takes its place with me as one of a considerable number 
in various stages coming from savings-banks and from other institu- 
tions asking to be relieved from certain classes of taxation. Although 


lam not sure that I understand this aright. I will endeavor to state | 


in a moment the understanding I have. 
Senator will set me right. 

I understand the Legislature of Georgia granted a charter to a so- 
called manufacturing company ; that, owing to the vagueness of that 
charter it could not be made to appear by its examination what power 
they had to conduct a banking business or to pursue their course as 
a money corporation. Subsequently by an amendatory act power was 
expressly conferred upon this corporate body to issue certificates of 
deposit and to do something more; but my purpose is sufliciently 
answered by mentioning that provision of the amendment. 
With this authority and with these franchises, this corporation con- 
ducted a mauufacturing business, manufacturing woolens I am told, 
and as part of its business issued paper called certificates of deposit, 
Which paper circulated as currency in the community. My honorable 
friend from Iowa [Mr. KIRKWOOD ] inquires did the certificates rest 
on Moneys actually deposited or upon something else. My under- 
standing 


rested —— 

Mr. KERNAN. Pardon me. I understand that the certificates were 
issued for the money deposited, and for nothing else. 

Mr. CONKLING. Now let me see if my colleague will say that 
alter I make a sugwestion. 
of deposit to those whom they owed and in cases where necessarily 
there could have been no deposit. One of our troubles bere is that 
there is no written report; but I am told by a member of the Com- 


If it isincorrect, I hope some 


mittee on Finance that it was stated and assumed that these certif- | 


leates had been issued to their creditors, to workmen, to employés, and 
to others. 


Mr. KERNAN. 


It was reported on the 4th | 
f February, went on the Calendar, and has been taken up by unan- | 


Well, it is called up in the morning hour, when | 


| and Congress relieved some ot those « 


Mr. CONKLING. 

Mr. ALLISON. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
it over 


Mr 
After 
I haver 


l + } * ' r > 
I ask any Senator who will answer me it 


et before: and while I look 


not true in fact 


that this company issued mployés and creditors these certifi 


cates ? 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President 

Mr. GORDON. If the itor will allow me 
with this matter, and I will take bat 
about the matter I think is this; in fact I am very well informed on 
it. During the panic this company did issue certificates which were 
out as circulation in the city ef Columbus, just as some of our rail- 
road companies did. 


Sel , [think I am familiar 


amoment of time. The truth 


That circulation was taxed, and the tax was 
paid, just as was done throughout some of the Northwestern States, 
ompanies. 
not relieved of that tax. It paid its tax of $7,000. 
Mr. McMILLAN. I know of no Northwestern State 
I should be glad to have any instance pointed out. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I eall for 
This can go over until to-morrow. 
Mr. GORDON. If the regular order is to be called up now, with 
the permission of the Senator from New York, I should like to have 


This company was 
that did that. 
the 


must regular order. 


| some understanding as to when this bill shall come up again. 


If the Senator will allow me, we interfere in this | 


Clothed | 


is that they did not rest upon deposits made at all, but they | 


Is it not true that they issued certificates | 


My colleague will allow me to read the amendment | bank that it is proposed to 


Mr. CONKLING. If it incon “les no Senator, I 
make one remark which will e but a mon 
care not to repeat it to the Ser ‘ 
charter which I have lirst time had an opportunity of 
reading. I am compelled to say that I do not understand it at 
my colleague who presented it ems to understand it. On the 
trary, as 1 read it, it fortifies the state of tact which I do not under 
stand the Senator from Georgia to d which I have 

told exists, and I think my colleague i Lreturn this 
book to him will agree with me. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
York wait until this bill eomes up again ? 

Mr. CONKLING. I shall not be three minutes now, and I will not 
trouble the Senate again. Thisact authorizes the company to receive 
deposits, and then, as my colleag eemed to read it, it authorizes 
the issue of certificates to the depositors re presenting the amounts 
respectively of the deposits. Not he will find when I send the 
book back to him. It authorizes the company to receive deposits and 
then it authorizes the emission of certificates not based in each case 
on the particular deposit at all, certificates which in whole shall 
not exceed the entire amount of ce posit 3. Now we see exac tiy how 
it came to be that issued to the creditors of 

to persons whom it owed, and they 


like to 
will 


should 
I 


and take 


ent, 


time, in regard to this 


how or the 
all as 
con- 
ivow, 


ana peen 


in & moment whe 


Will not the Senator from New 


but 


these certificate were 
the corporation, to the employe 3, 
circulated as money. 

I promised the Senator from West 
three minutes, and therefore I cease after naking one further 
remark. It turns out that hi issued these certificates and re- 
ceived all the advantage any corporation could receive from issuing 
like certificates, it is proposed by the unamended portion of this bill, 
| speaking not of the future to which the attention of my friend from 
Massachusetts was more especially directed, but speaking of the past, 
to exonerate it from all taxes whatsoever in that regard, as I 
stand. : 

Mr. President is that nght ‘re Was @ company with $1,250,000 
capital. These certificates floated upon the whole of it, were based 
upon the capital and credit of t! they were current and 
did their function as money. Now, can anybody tell why capital, ot 
the proper portion of it if it « be segregated, which represented 
these certiticates, should not be taxed as capital on which circulat- 
ing medium rested in the lowa or in the State of New Hamp- 

ms 1 if the facts are as I under 


shire or anywhere else? | ms to 
stand them, that this bill h too broad to do what the Senator 
| from Massachusetts suggested should be done a moment ago. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator from York—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think I must call for the regular 

order. There is no probability of an early vote. 

Mr. HILL. I think we s! a vote in a moment. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to have the Senator from New York 
| settle the fact with tl from Georgia, whether this corpora 
| tion has or has not paid all the tax that was ever assessed upon its 
currency. The Senator from New York is under the impression that it 
has not, and that this relieve it fre such tax. The 
Senator from Georgia [ Mr. GORDON | says that he understands that the 
| tax was all paid. It is only t t toasa savings 


Virginia that I would not exceed 
shall 
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Mr. HILL. Every dollar of that tax was paid. 
Mr. CONKLING. Where is the evidence of that? We have no 
report to show if 
Mr. DAWES. I understand the Senator from Georgia at this mo- 
ment to say that every dollar of the tax ever levied on currency has 
been paid, and they do not complain of that, and that was my under- 
dir » the committee. I certainly was not asked and I 
vill not vote to relieve them from any tax which they 
neurred in issuing currency; but if the Senator from West 


yiniais not 


too much annoyed I want to show in a moment just 

hat the trouble is 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator will excuse me 

Mr. DAWES. I have no right to interfere further 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I regret very much to interfere 
with the passage of this bill, but I feel that it is going to take more 
time than we at first anticipated, and other gentlemen are to follow 
me 


Phe VICE-PRESIDENT 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS 


The regular order is demanded 


rhe Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the 
standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender character. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, In presenting my 
views I shall be brief, endeavoring to state simply the conclusions 
at which I have arrived rather than go into details or make an argu- 
ment. If I should misstate any fact or proposition, I have no objec- 
tion to being interrupted. 

The bill now before the Senate proposing to remonetize silver and 
again make it a legal tender for the payment of all debts is in my 
opinion of great importance, especially to the agricultural, manufac- 
turing, laboring, and debtor classes. I think, in view of the benefit 
that may result from its passage after fair discussion upon its merits, 
it should be acted upon promptly, particularly as the country is in 
suspense, and until a conclusion is reached upon this most absorbing 
question business must in a measure be retarded and the future un- 
certain 
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THE SILVER DOLLAR. 


I find upon investigation that the silver dollar was a legal teyde: 
for all debts, public and private, and for any amount, from tl ies 
mation of our Government until the year 1673 or 1874. Ip 1709 ( = 
gress established a Mint. The money standard then was made o, ld 
and silver in the ratio of 1 to 15, and each made a legal tende; wit! 
out limit. By the acts of 1834 and 1837— a 


The ratio was fixed at near 

The weight of the gold dollar being 

The weight of the silver dollar being 

The act of 1873 made the present subsidiary silver coin in 
two half dollars, four quurters, or ten dimes 


The two former being legal tender forany amount and the lat 
$5 only, all of “‘ standard value,” or nine-tenths fine. 


DOUBLE STANDARD. 


Wien the “coinage act” of 1792 was passed it was a question long 
and carefully considered whether silver alone should be the standard 
of value or whether the double standard of gold and silver sho 
be adopted, and it required the united efforts of Hamilton and Jef 
son, and the approval of Washington, to include gold in the act and 
make the standard a double one. This would indicate that the found 
ers of our Government thought more of silver as a circulating medium 
than of gold. 

The double standard of gold and silver worked well from 179 to 
1873, not only in this country but in all others that adopted it, with 
but little change in the relative value of each and with no incon- 
venience to the people, either in trade, commerce, or general business 


dard 


POPULATIONS WHO USE BILVER. 


The people of the world who use silver as a standard are more than 
four times as many as those who use gold, and twice as many as use 
the double standard and the single standard of gold combined 

After careful research from the most reliable information I can ob- 
tain, I find the proportion to be as follows: 


The coinage of the world. 


Nations under gold alone Population 


Nations under silver alone. 


Population. | Nations under gold and silver. Populatior 





Great Britain — ' 32, 000,000 | Russia 
Canada . , 000,000 | Austria 
Australia 2, 000, 000 | Central America 
Portagal 250, 000 
Turkey “on sees 29, 500, 000 
Persia 5, 000, 000 | 
Brazil : 000, 000 | 
Argentine Republic 800, 000 | bianbece 
Egypt 000, 000 | Colombia 
German Empire — , 000, 000 | Tripoli 
Sweden 250,000 | Tunis 
Denmark : #00, 000 | Holland 
Norway 750,000 | Venezuela 
Chili 2, 100, 000 
Japan 33, 000, 000 

Potal 180, 450, 000 | 

| 


Recapitulation. 
Population under silver standard 
Population under gold standard 
Population under gold and silver standard 


«+-0+------ 876,700, 000 

180, 450, 000 
- 132, 500, 000 
312, 950, 000 


Making a majority in favor of the silver standard over both of the 
. 563, 750, 000 


others of 


The United States is omitted from the above estimate because 
their position is uncertain. 


ESTIMATE OF THE WORLD'S GOLD AND SILVER. 


rhe estimated amount of gold and silver in the world in 1548, when 
gold in California was discovered, was as follows: 


In gold-plate—bars and coin 
In silver-plate—bars and coin 


$2, 800, 000, 000 


Gold, in coin and bars 
Silver, in coin and bars 


2, 200, 000, 000 
Between 1848 and 1876 the production of gold and silver was ( 0 


Between 1848 and 1876 the production in gold was 
Between 1648 and 1876 the production in silver was 


Total coinage in United States, from 1792 to 1877, inclusive, was— 
| : ‘< . .. $983, 159, 695 00 
Silver...... meta ; 208, 872,291 40 


Mr. EATON. How much of that silver was legal tender? 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Nearly the whole of it was legal | 
| Coin in Bank of France more than banks of England and Germany 


tender, as 1 understand. I understand that ap to the act of 1873 the 
silver that was coined in the United States was a legal tender for all 
debts and purposes. I believe I am right in that. 

Mr. EATON. No, no. 


4, 000, 000, 000 | 
= = ae 
$1, 200, 000, 000 | 


87, 000, 000 5, 100. 000 
36, 000, 000 ; on 1, 800, 000 
2, 900, 000 > ebiledeaundeses | 36. 100, 000 
1, 300, 000 1, 500, 000 
425, 000, 000 aly 26, £00, ( 
300, 000, 000 | Spain 16, 500, 000 
9, 000, 000 | Switzerland 2 700. 00 
4, 500, 000 | 
2, 700, 600 | 
, 200, 000 
000, 000 
3, 700, 000 
1, 400, 000 


876, 700, 000 


. 90. 500. 000 


Mr. DAVIS, of Virginia. Well, up to 1853; and after that the do! 
lar, until 1873 or 1874. Is that not right? 

Mr. EATON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It has been found by actual expe- 


| rience that the double standard of gold and silver works well; one 


aids and corrects the other. It has been well said “that gold and 
silver are the two legs upon which trade, business and commerce 
walk, as the two legs of a person movethe body. Remove or cripple 


| either and you put the nation on crutches”—as has been our expe- 
| rience since 1873. 


BANKS OF ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND GERMANY. 

France, for instance, has had the double standard since 1803 and is 
the most prosperous of all nations, and even under the disadvantages 
of an expensive war and a disastrous defeat she raised and paid off an 
enormous debt in an almost incredibly short period. She had in her 
vaults on the Ist day of January last more coin (gold and silver) than 
England and Germany combined, and perhaps more than all the 
countries together that use the gold standard alone. ; 

The latest official figures of specie in the Banks of England, France, 
and Germany, are as follows : 


| December 15, 1877, Bank of France, coin and bullion, 


2,065,376,326 francs, equal to $413, 075, 2bo 
January 9, 1878, Bank of England, coin and bullion, 
£24,508,001, equal to 
December 27, 1877, Bank of Germany, in coin and bull- 
ion, 489,000,000 marks, equal to 122, 250, 000 


England and Germany together........ 2 244, 790, 005 
combined 225, 260 


The above official figures show that the Bank of France, under the 
double standard of gold and silver, had at the dates named more 





1878. 
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than three times as much coin as either the Bank of England or | to the fact that while France has the double standard Germany uses 
Germany under the gold standard, and $168,285,260 more than both | the gold standard alone. 


together. 
THE CONSTITUTION 

Mr. President, the Constitution recognizes “ coin,” and names gold 
nd silver as the money standard, and forbids the States from “ mak- 
r anything but gold and silver a legal tender for the payment of 
debts.” If Congress can demonetize silver, it can also demonetize 
ij. or both, and what then would become of the money known to 
| authorized by the Constitution, or what could the States make 
legal tender for the payment of debts?” We should be withont 
as a circulating medium, and the finances of the country would 
, more depressed condition than now; indeed no one can pre- 

the evil that would follow. 


THE BONDS. 


No one will question the fact that previous to the re-funding act 

of 1870 the Government bonds were all paid for in what is known as 

rreenbacks,” at an average in gold of between sixty and seventy 

ts on the dollar, and the bonds did not reach par in gold 
1873 


acts ol 


1869 and 1870 the Government lost and the holders 
of bonds gained largely, as is shown by the following table compiled, 
asl believe, carefully and correctly, showing the amount of bonds sold 
various years, the price paid when reduced to gold, and the profits 

e holders: 
Six per cents. Amounts seld. rold 


Sold for Profits 


£44, 020, 649 


101, & 
Tat 


>, 951, 801 
1, R54 59, Of 
: { 697, 636 594, 614 
746, 150 1, 090 5 
4,914, 400 
, 469, 550 
25, 443, 800 
5, 139, 550 


627 
3, 215, 
312, 826, 32 
22, 957, 410 


, 371, 424, 238 


2 617, 477 
, 182, 140 


|, 975, 700 


I'he profits to holders of bonds were $678,551,460 or about one-third 
rpational debt. The bonds by the act of 1869 were made pay- 
in coin, gold, or silver, and the obligation is the same in law and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| Germany demoneti 


1 dant it w 


| they vive ! 


until in | 


; hecessary 
; hation can 
} Ina 


| One depends for prosperity a eal 


1, G94 | 
2 060 | 
i about 
4,047 | 
| silver be coined and made a le 


, 051, 460 | 


It is a fact worthy of notice that our silver dollar coined previous 


to 1873 and as proposed by the pending bill—that is, the dollar of 
as compared with its valuation in 


4123 grains—undervalues silver 
France. That is, we give 16—or, to be precise, 15.98—in weight of 
silver for 1 in gold, while France gives but 154 for 1. 

It is said the friends of the gold standard in England and Germany 
assigned as one of the rea s for the demonetization of silver that if 
it had not been done money would have 1eap and labor dear. 
When California and Australia had produced large quantities of gold 

zed it, and in 1872 when silver more 
in turn demonetized and gold made the standard. 
don, Berlin, Frankfort, New York, an 
also the leading bankers 
want the gold standard a ed 
they are rich and have | ; 
the 


a 
become cl 


became abun- 
Lon- 
ioneyed centers, as 
orld, with Rothschild at their head, 
and labor for it, for the reason that 
umounts due them and the more value 
their wealth and profit. 


as 


d the other n 


loney 


CAPITAI 

In the discussion of thi uestion I do not find it necessary 
flect upon capital or labor. I am a friend of bot! 
word and kind feeling for each. By laws 
are and ought to be he 


to re- 
1, and have a good 
man cannot control they 
go hand in hand; they are 

» well and the other sick. A 
prosper for a long time when they 


I are at war; 
be arrayed against each r temporarily, but bad results ; 
sure to follow and continue 


Irienids 5 


to each other: one 


hot 


| their natural harmony is 


th upon the other. 


restol 
Phey sh 
support and uphold each other; and the sam 


to prote ction. 


Ley have equ il 
Our subsidiary coin of 385.8 grains to the dollar is worth in market 
ninety-six cents, while 4124 grains of 

grains more) is worth four or five cents less. 

ral tender and it 
value to the gold dollar of 25.8 grains. If 
silver to-day and then pass an act demonetizing gold, I believe their 


Ver bullion (or 26.7 
Let the 4124 grains of 


will become equal in 


} 
Sli 


you were to remonetize 


| relative values would soon be reversed. 


ty as if the bonds read payable in silver dollars of 412} grains or | 


gold dollars of 25.8 grains. 


Previous to February, 1873, and perhaps now, not only the bonds 


If we continue gold only reduces the 
amount of coin in circulation in this country and the world, and may 
influence other nations to follow the example. If remonetize sil- 
ver the other countries which have demonetized it may follow, and 
the countries which now use the double standard will be encouraged 


as our standard of money, it 


we 


} tO Maintain 1b, 


the United States, but those of States, corporations, cities, coun- | 


s, towns, and individuals, that were made payable in coin were 
ivable in gold or silver, and it is a violation of the contract now to 


‘ ) AND SILVI 


Mr. President, no country has yet or can, if it is on a solid or specie 


| basis, carry on its ordinary daily business transactions without the use 


say they shall be paid in gold alone or silver alone. We have noright | 
to make a change in the contract, either in favor of the creditor or | 


debtor. 
COINAGE ACT OF 1873. 


Various bills proposing to demonetize silver had been introduced 


in Congress previous to 1873, but they received but little or no atten- | 


tion. When the silver dollar was dropped from the coinage, in Feb- 
ruary, 1873, it was so disguised in a coinage bill that it received but 


little notice in either House of Congress or from the press of the ; 


country. It is said that the President who signed the bill was not 
aware of the now pretended demonetization of silver by that act 
until long after it became a law, and consequently there was not 
fair notice or discussion of the subject. But the effect of its passage 
was soon felt. 


try has not yet recovered. The immediate effect of its passage was 
to add to the value of gold and gold securities of all kinds, and con- 
sequently there was a shrinkage of all other values, and a general 
stagnation of business and great commercial distress. 


The following table shows the number of failures in this country | 


since and including 1871, the amount of liabilities, and the percent- 
age of bankrupts to the whole number of firms: 


No. of 
failures. 


Percentage of 
failures 


Amount of 
total liabilities. 


O15 
, 069 
5, 183 
5, 830 
7, 740 
9, O92 


1 firm 
1 firm 
1 firm 


in 163 5, 252, 000 
in 130 , 036, 000 
in 108 
1 tirm in 103 
lfirmin #3 
lfirmin 69 
lfirmin 73 


060, 000 
117, 000 
669, 000 


Ss e72 3 


, Bas 190, 
| 


This was under the single standard of gold. Now try the double 


standard of gold and silver, and the result may be a change for the 


better, 
GERMANY, ENGLAND, AND FRANCE. 

Germany decreed the demonetization of silver in about 1873, and, 
although she drew from France, as a war indemnity, the enormous sum 
of more than a billion dollars in gold, yet her finances are not in a 
healthy condition, while France is prosperous. Many attribute this 


The result was a stringency in the money market, | 
and in a few months a financial panic followed from which the coun- | 


, 499, 000 | 
239, 000 | 


| culating medium, and leave us 


of silver in some form. It is used to-day in England, Germany, this 
country, and, in fact, in all other countries, and we cannot get along 
without it, while gold is not used by a large majority of the people 
of the globe. 


England, a single-standard country, has silver ¢ 
circulation and general use amounting to..-..--. 

And it is a legal tender for £2, or $10. 

Germany is also a gold-standard country, and has in cir- 
culation silver coin amounting to 

France has in general use ot in 

I believe the United States can and ought to use to ad 
vantage silver coin amounting to fully . 


1). COO) 


100, 000, OOO 
silver coin more th: 200, OVO, OOO 


900. 000, 000 

It has been urged that the silver dollar should contain more than 
4124 grains, but the advocates of this theory 
amount. Some want 420, some 430, and some even as 150 
grains. There are several objections to this position. It would change 
the dollar named in the Government bond for one of greater value. 
It would increase the value of all State, county, corporate, and indi- 
vidual indebtedness, which would not be 
tract, but add to the burdens of 


are not agreed as to the 


ri h ie 


a violation of the con- 


and the 


ly 
only 


the Government increase 


| hardship of all debtors. 


It would make the silver of greater value than the gold dollar, and 
drive the silver dollar from the country, deprive us of its use as acir- 
with the subsidiary coins of 385.8 
grains to the dollar and the greenback dollar, both of less value. Our 
monetary commission have reported in favor of 154 to 1, which would 
make a dollar of lessthan 4124 grains. Again, the silver dollar when 
demonetized contained 4124 grains, and when restored it should be 
the same. If after a fair trial it should prove to contain too much 
or too little silver, it can be changed by Congress. 

There is more silver used in the world than gold, and if all the na- 
tions follow the example set by us and demonetize silver, more than 
one-half of the money of the world would at once disappear, and this 
would bring financial ruin and great distress on all lands and all 
people. 

EFFECT OF PASSAGE OF BI 

The principal point raised by the opponents of this bill which has 
weight is in my opinion the assumption that its passage would tend 
to drive gold out of this country 1 circulating medium. 1 do not 
thinkit will. Noonecan with certainty predict the effect it will have, 
but I think it will be productive of good, and is at least worth a fair 
trial. Ibelieveif silver should be remonetized and madea legal tender 


LL 
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! 
bill, it will take its former and natural place and | 
gold as heretofore and largely increase our coin } 


y are steadily approac hi x ear h other; the 
| will soon be worth a dollar in gold, and 


4} ee per 1 1) 
he belief that silver will be re 


il in resuming d 
y increase the 
vent violent and 


rokers or othe1 


mel 


i S30 000,000 pel 

amendment to the bill limit 

than $50,000,000 per annum; and 

bas a value the world over, it 18 
will be a redundancy in the country. 

In the discussion of this bill, its opponents have often, and with 
h emphasis, asked, “Are you going to coin 4124 grains of silver, 
it a dollar, and pay it to the laboring classes, when it is only 

rth ninety nuts?” To my mind there is a ready answer to this 
{ I believe that the dollar proposed by this bill will soon after 

re be « qual in value to a dollar in gold, and therefore bene- | 
| instead of working an injury to the laboring or any other classes. 
t ‘war silver coin, as proposed by this bill, was the 
ll purposes, and to-day our subsidiary coin of 385.8 


nuch less weight than the dollar anthorized by | 


urchasing power as a dollar in greenbacks, 
nong the laboring, business, and all other 
1 is heard from them. This being the case, | 
grains, with full le g il-tender power, and 
ight to be acceptable to all. 
l 


) 
ereLore Dore aluable, 

More than this,in E and Germany, both having the gold stand- 
ird, there i 1 circulation silver to the value of about $200,000,000, 
nd wured by gold is of less value than the coin proposed by this 

t it in general use among the laboring and business | 
ve hear no cry of injustice to the laborer. 

; discussion it would seem that the laboring classes have 

0 Jriends in those who oppose this bill. But in 1809 and 1870, 

bonds were made more valuable, and in 1873, when the sil- 

lar of 4124 grains was stricken down, not a word was heard 


ol 
man 


the class who oppose this bill about the laboring classes or their | 

i rest rhe fact is the laboring classes make no objection to this 

bill; four-fifths of them favor it; yet the money centers oppose it, | 
partly, as they claim, in the poor man’s interest. 

1 am in favor of restoring the silver dollar to its place, just as it was | 

previous to the act of 1873, which prohibited its turther coinage. 

Che fear expressed by some of inconvenience in the transaction of | 

siness, if silver should be remonetized and made a legal-tender, is | 

izecrated, because it is an admitted fact that all the larger business 

sactions are done through clearing-houses, banks, and by checks, 

but little money is actually handled, estimated at less than 5 per 

n the large cities. Vhat is most needed is a coin basis. 

tice requires that we restore silver to its proper place, and I 

re than two-thirds of the people favor the measure. By 

can do little or no harm to any one, and will largely 

money and wealth of the country and the ability of the 

t and the people to pay their debts and to resume specie- 


early ada 





ENGLAND AND GERMAN 
ieved by many that England, Germany, and New York 
ve used their combined efforts to appreciate gold and depreciate 
lver. Germany has pushed upon the market nearly all her surplus 
iver, and with the aid of England has succeeded in temporarily 
overstocking it, hoping thereby to influence the legislation of this 


aout 

Mr. President, the United States is the largest silver-producing 
country in the world, and certainly produces more silver than all 
Europe combined, This being the case, it is not economy nor is it 
the part of wisdom or statesmanship to refuse to make use of it as | 
money 28 contemplated by this bill and authorized by the Constitu- | 
tio 


England, with the gold standard, lost during the year 1277 


$27,540,000 in gold; while France, with the double standard of gold 
and silver, gained or added to her stock of gold $79,000,000 during 
that year 

rhe United States are gaining in coin and bullion, as the following 
figures will show 


Imports in| Exports in 
coin and coin 
bullion bullion. 


$20, 900, 717 $83, 857, 129 | 
15, 936, 621 50, 038, 691 


40,774,414 43, 134, 738 | 2, 360, 32 


| balance of trade in our favor argues an approach to a hea 
| tion, inasmuch as it shows we produce more than we co 


FEBRUARY 11. 


ee 


Coin in United States Treasury February 1, 1877 and 1878 


Coin in Treasury ...... 3 eossee-e-| S84, 477, 680 36 
Coin certificates.......... sone bien . 53, 313, 700 00 


scertiticates .. ° 33, 163, 980 36 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 

It is said that the agitation and probable passage of thy 
is causing our bonds held abroad. to return to this count: 
fore it should not pass. In my opinion the return of } 
entirely to a different cause. 

The official reports from the Treasury Department sh 
Exports in 1876 amounted to 
Imports in 1x76 amounted to... 


Excess of exports for 1876 


Exports in 1277 amounted to 
Imports in 1877 amounted to 


Excess of exports for 1877 
Exports over imports for 1876 and 1877 


Now, this excess of exports over imports must be paid to t] 
States by other countries, and this is being done partly 
partly by returning our bonds. 

The return of our bonds aud gold to this country b 


ne 


it is better that our bonds should be held at home and 1 
paid to our people. France is prosperous not withstandi 
public debt because it is held by her people. 

Although the balance of trade as between the United 
Great Britain has been in our favor during the past y 
exported to England $10,300,000 in gold. This may no 

ase if silver had been in use here as contemplated by 
now that it is believed silver is to be remonetized, gold 
are returning to us from England. 

Mr. President, for these and other reasons I belie, 
Congress owes to the whole people, particularly the labor 
and business classes, to pass this bill. It will utilize one of « 
products, and thereby add tothe general wealth ; it will ma 
known to the Constitution more abundant, and, in my op 
to relieve the present financial distress, aid in the reswinpti 
payments, help restore confidence, now so much needed 
beginning of prosperity so long a stranger to our people. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, few questions perhaps have bee 
before the Senate that have attracted so general interest in 
or elicited such earnest and able debate as the 


question! 
Senate. I do not hope to present any view of the question 
not been already presented. My only purpose in occupy 
the attention of the Senate at all is to place upon record ar 


those whom I more immediately represent some of the r 


| induce me to give to this bill my support. 


At the commencement of the discussion of this question, \ 
resolution which was ofiered by the Senator from Ohio | 
THEWS | and which has passed the Senate was under debate, tl 
sition was assumed that the bonds of the Government couk 


legally paid in gold or silver coin at the option of the Gover 


If I have anderstood the tenor of the debate recently, that p 

has been modified, anJ it is now claimed that there are equitabl 
siderations which entitle the holders of the bonds to payment 1 

coin alone ; and as this isa question which ought to be made perf 
clear to the minds of the American people, I shall not think it inap 
propriate to occupy a short time of the Senate in discussing 
proposition. Such is the honesty of the American people that howeve1 
anxious they might be for the remonetization of silver, if they could 


| be impressed with the idea that any injustice was to be done to any 


of the public creditors of the country they would scorn to avail ther 
selves of a legal right when the exercise of that right was prohil 
by justice to any creditor of the Government. 

It is now admitted by Senators who have spoken in oppos 
the recoinage of the silver dollar as a legal tender for the paym« 


| debts, that by the terms of the laws under which the bonds 
| Government were issued, they can be paid legally in silver do! 


containing 412} grains of standard silver, but they insist tl 

this can be done in compliance with the letter of the law 

be a technical fulfillment of the terms of the contract betw 
Government and its creditors, it would be inequitable, unjust, anc 
breach of public faith to do so. I shall not insist that the specif 
performance of a contract is at all times and under all circumstances 
the highest equity, but I do insist that the holders of our se¢ urities 
can have no just cause of complaint if they receive what they agreed 
to accept in payment of them. In certain cases it is right and proper 
that a party to a contract should have relief from his engagement. 
If he has entered into it under a misapprehension or in ignorance of 
facts, or has been taken by surprise or circumvented by fraud, he 
should be absolved from his agreement or have it reformed accord- 








uly 


any one 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


927 





to the demands of justice and right. But does any one say that 
~ holders of Government bonds purchased them in ignorance of 
fact essential to be known, or that they were taken by surprise 
nd hastily and inconsiderately invested their money in them, or does 


assert that they are the dupes and sufferers by a fraud prac- 


ticed upon them? No one will so affirm. They became the creditors 


a 





the Government voluntarily and freely, with full knowledge of 
the facts connected with the history and character of the bonds, 
ninfluenced by any consideration but a desire to profit by the ad- 
vantages Which the obligations of the Government offered for invest- 
ment. The terms of payment were specifically stated not only in the 
ww which authorized the issue of the bonds, but was impressed upon 
she face of the obligation themselves. I cannot see, Mr. President, 
equitable consideration that binds the Government to pay the 

creditors or the holders of its obligations exclusively in gold, 


2 whit h should take from it the option to discharge them in silver 





dollars. 
~ Several reasons have been assigned by those who oppose this bill 
shy it would not be right or honorable to pay the bonds of the Govy- 
1. It is asserted that it could not have been in the contemplation 
of the purchasers of the bonds that they would be paid in silver dol- 
rs. because there was at the time when the bonds were issued and 
t the time of the passage of the laws which authorized their issue 
but very little silver coin in the country. It is true, Mr. President, 
hatin 1870, when the re-funding act was passed, and for several years 
prior to that time, there was but little silver money in the country, | 
and if this had been the result of any depreciation in the value of 
ver or any disinclination on the part ol the people of the country 
to continue it as one of their coins because of such depreciation, it 
might have justified the expectation that its use as a coin would be 
discontinued and that the payments of the Government would be 
ade in sometbing else. But it cannot be averred that the scarcity 
f silver money resulted from either of said causes. Silver had not 
depreciated in value or been degraded in public estimation. At no 
ne in the history of the country was its purchasing power greater 
vould the people more gladly have welcomed its return into serv- 
ice. In fact its relative value to gold had been one of the causes 
vhich prevented its circulation among us. It was because silver dol- 
ws were Worth more intrinsically than gold dollars that there had 
been so few of them coined and placed in circulation. In the course 
ite comparison has been instituted between the amount of 








of this deb 
old coins issued from our Mint for the evident purpose of 
showing a greater demand and higher appreciation of gold than sil- 
De not Senators know that it was no lack of appreciation of 
he silver dollar that prevented the coinage of that money, but that 
the silver it contained was worth more for other purposes than fot 
coin? There was no period from the time the gold dollar was reduced 
to 25.8 grains that the silver dollar was not more valuable than the 
1 coin until it was demonetized by the act of 1873. And it was 
this greater value that prevented its coinage, and not the want of 
appreciation on the part of the people. 


rhe argument attempted to be deduced from a comparison of the 


Vel and 


amount of the coinage of the two metals to prove a preference on the | 


part of the people for gold and that it was the exclusive standard of 
value is unwarranted by the facts in the case and is misleading and 


deceptive. If the true facts had been stated the discrepancy in the | 


amonnts of the two metals coined would have been accounted for 
very differently, and candor would have compelled the admission that 
but for this greater value silver would have been coined in much 
larger amounts and been in much greater use among the people. But 
this was not the only cause that there was so little silver money in 
the country when the re-funding act was passed, and which it is now 
claimed justified the expectation that our bonds would be paid ex- 
clusively in gold. The issue of the greenback currency and its great 
depreciation drove both gold and silver out of circulation. That unwise 
and unconstitutional act which made the paper promise of the Gov- 
ernment a legal tender for all debts, public and private, except cus- 
toms dues and interest on the public debt, prevented the circulation 
of both the precious metals. They could not remain in competition 
with a money which had no intrinsic value, but which the people 
were compelled to accept as the equivalent of coin. Much of the 
silver that had been issued from our mints went abroad or went into 
the crucible and was used in the arts and mannfactured into plate or 


ornaments. It ceased to be coined because the owners of bullion | 


could not afford to have it made into dollars when it was more val- 
uable for other purposes. The money that was coined during the 
war and for some years before was coined from gold, because it was 
the cheaper metal for the purposes of coin. With these facts known 
to every one the argument in favor of gold coin drawn from the coin- 
age of the two precious metals is, to say the least, unsound—I will 
not say disingenuous and unfair. 

Now, Mr. President, because there was comparatively so little sil- 
ver coin in the country, for the reasons I have stated, at the time the 
bonds of tlie Government were iasued and sold, it is contended that 
it could not have been contemplated by the purchasers that they 
would be paid in whole or in part in silver coin, and therefore that 
it would be inequitable to pay them in such coin. 

Let me ask, Mr. President, did any one suppose that silver, because 
of its greater value in 1870 when the refunding act was passed, was 


| of the two metals is to remain as at present? 


always to maintain its superior value to gold and never return into 
the circulation of the country ; that the then condition of affairs was 
to continue torever, and that we were never to have relief from an 
irredeemable paper currency which excluded both the precious metals 
from contact with the people ? 
and more reasonable that it should enter into the contemplation of 
the purchasers of the bonds that they might and probably would be 
paid very largely in silver coin ? 


Was it not more rational to suppose 


rhe law authorized such payment, 


= 


and we possessed the richest silver mines in the world, yielding more 
than half of the annual production of the silver of the whole world, 
and I cannot understand how it should have escaped the expectation 
“ the holders of our securities that they might be paid in silver dol- 
ars. 


Another reason assigned by some who have opposed this bill why 


the bonds of the Government cannot now be paid in justice and 
honor in silver coin is that Congress, subsequent to the act providing 
for the refunding of the publie debt, struck the silver dollar of 4124 
grains from the coins of the country. 
by the terms of the contract, the statutes which authorized the bonds 
to be issued, and by the face of the bonds themselves, they may be 
paid in silver dollars, that the subsequent act of Congress, in drop- 
ping silver from the coin as a leg 


rhe argument is that while 


| tender, deprives the Government 





of the option, which it is admitted existed before, to pay in such 
coin, and became a pledge that its bonded debt should be discharged 
exclusively in gold coin. In the language of the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. RANDOLPH] and also of the Senator from New York, [ Mr. 
KERNAN, ] it is said the Government then made its election and is 
estopped by its own act from payment in silver. 


I cannot understand that mode of argument or concur in the con 


clusion which is reached. If the position to which I have referred 
does not limit the power of Congress over the subject of coinage it at 
least limits the authority to declare the money which it coins a iegal 
tender for its debts. It divests the Government of an attribute of 
its sovereign power. To coin money and regulate its value is one of 
the powers conferred expressly upon Congress, and is a continuing 


power which cannot be exhausted by its exercise nor forfeited by non 
user. Congress may, at its discretion, suspend from time to time the 
coinage of either or both the precious metals, and may take away 
from either or both the legal-tender character. But suppose it should 
do so, would that deprive Congress of the right forever thereafter to 
coin those metals and make them a legal tender for its debts? No 
one will so contend. Every person who held a bond of the Govern 
ment when silver ceased to be coined in 1973 and its legal-tender 
power was taken away, knew that Congress could at any time direct 
the recoinage of the silver dollar and invest it again with full power 
to pay all debts public and private. Sir, the demonetization of sil 
ver Was never intended as a pledge to the public creditor that he 
should be paid in 

being of the coinage of that metal, nothing more; and no equituble 
claim was given thereby to the creditors of the Government to have 


gold exclusively. It was a suspension for the time 


| the bonds they held discharged in any other mauner than was pro 
| vided in the bonds themselves. 


Again, Mr. President, it is said that to recoin the silver dollar and 
make it a legal tender for the payment of debts would be grossly 


} 


unjust and inequitable to all debtors, both public and private, be 


| cause it is alleged that the silver dollar provided in the bill is worth 


but ninety cents in the dollar. This whole argument is based upon 
the assumption that the relative values of the two metals is definitely 
fixed at the present ratio and must hereafter remain the same. If it 


| should happeu that silver should advance in price and the dollar of 


4124 grains become the equal of the gold dollar, then the whole argu 


; ment based on the assumption of present values would fall to the 


ground. This argument begs the whole question in dispute. How 
does any one know, or how can it be assumed, that the relative value 
Does the history of 
gold and silver in the past warrant such a conclusion? Certainly 
not. At no time in the history of the world prior to 1574 had gold 
been worth sixteen times more than silver. I am warranted in this 
statement by a writer whom I suppose to be informed on the subject 
I will read what he says. I read from a work published by Frederick 
A. P. Barnard. He says: 


About the middle of the t ith century, gold was worth in England only 






about ten times as much as tl & we of silver. A century later, the ratio 
stood as 124 tol The highest - er attained appears by the researches 
of E. B. Elliott, esq., statistician to the United States Treasury Department, to 
have been 15.83 tol, The same authority puts this ratio now 

The work was published in 1371- 
at 15.38 tol 


Therefore in the whole history of the world sixteen dollars of silver 
had not been worth less than « gold dollar up to cur act of demone- 


| tization, and yet it has been assumed in debate by every Senator who 


has spoken on the other side of this question that the present ratio 
of silver to gold is fixed and permanent. The Senator from Connect 
icut [Mr. Eaton] in the very able speech which he made seemed to 
treat it as a settled fact that silver stood in relation to gold as about 
ninety cents to the dollar. That was the assumption oi the Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. HILL] in the very able speech which he made here 
on Friday last, whereas the facts of history from the foundation of 
the world up to our demonetization was that gold never was worth 
| sixteen times as much as silve1 Because it has declined from cer 
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tain causes within the last three years it is assumed by Senators who 
have spoken upon this question that the true relative value of gold 
and silver is such that silver is worth about ninety cents to a dollar 
In gold 

Why, sir, such an assumption is unwarranted by the past history 
f the world ; and it is a mere assumption. When I put the question 
o the Senator from Georgia on Friday he was compelled to admit 
that it was an assumption 

Mr. EATON. Will my friend allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Certainly I referred to the Senator and am 
wound to hear what he has to say. 

Mr. EATON. The Senator will understand my question Did the 


demonetization of the silver dollar, or dropping it out of the coinage 


‘ 


1273, have the slichtest effect on the price ot slivel 

Mr. SAULSBURY I will say to the Senator from Connecticut 
hat before I am through he will hear my views upon that particular 
question 

Mr. EATON Phen I shall be satistied to wait. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I willtake occasion, however, to say now to the 

itor that his question 1s very pertinent. It isa question which 
to be considered by the Senate. If the present ratio ot silvel 

ad gold is to remain forever as it now . then I concede that the 
itor from Connecticut and those who support the views which 
dvocates are right, but if silver should return to its normal posi- 

m among the coins of the world, then I am sure that my good and 
honorable friend from Connecticut will concede without hesitation 
that the position which he assumes is wrong and erroneous. 

Mr. EATON. I shall whenever thet is shown. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The Senator from Georgia, when I propounded 
a question to him the other day, replied to me rather in a curt man- 
ner that I would be astonished if I just waited to see that there was 
no necessity for the question which I propounded. I have his remarks 
her I was astonished first that the Senator from Georgia to a plain 
and practical question made a curt remark which indicated his un- 
willingness to be interrogated, but I was astonished for other reas- 
ons. I was astonished that the Senator from Georgia should assum< 
that the views which he was about to express upon that question 
would carry conviction to the mind of every other Senator on this 
floor; but I was still more astonished at the unfair mode of argument- 
ation in which he indulged, because by reference to his speech this 
morning, which is the first time I had occasion to look at it, I find 
that he takes the quantity of silver produced in 1861 and deduces 
from that an argument that that was the ratio of production prior to | 
that time. Then he goes on very ingeniously, but lam bound to say 
very unfairly, to deduce a conclusion from the increased production of 
silver that that was one and perhaps the strongest cause for the de- 
cline in the value of silver at the present time. The Senator ought 
to have known that in 1861 this whole land was convulsed and agi- 
tated with the appearance of civil strife in the land, and that every 
interest, not simply the mining interest but every interest in this 
land, was in abeyance. But yet he took the production of that year 
as the basis in order to show the great increase of value in the pro- 
duction of the mines of this country; which was certainly a very 
unfair and disingenuous mode of argumentation. 

But, Mr. President, I will turn from this point. Too much of the 
time of the Senate has been consumed already in discussing the right 
of the Government to pay its creditors in the money provided by this 
bill. The bonds are not yet due, and their payment will be a matter 
more properly to be considered when the day of payment shall arrive. 
No one expects any large amount of the bonded debt to be paid at 
maturity. The Government in all probability will not be in a condi- 
tion to pay, and the creditor will not desire payment. It is therefore 
not a question in which the creditors of the Government are very 
deeply interested. 

The proper question to be considered is whe ther the passage of this 
bill will be best for the people of this country. It is a question of 
policy to be determined in reference to the whole interest of the Gov- 
ernment and people; not in reference to the interest of individuals 
or classes of men. Let us look at it in that view. It has been said 
that it will injure the credit of the Government to coin the silver dol- 
lar and make ita legal tender. Icannot concurin thatopinion. The 
credit of this Government has always been good, equal to that of any 
other country on the globe. Our large debt is certainly conclasive | 
evidence on that point. 

Mr. EATON. Will my friend permit me to interrupt him one mo- 
ment ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EATON. Has he examined to see whether that assertion of his 
iscorrect? Rentes in France last week were 7} per cent. higher than 
our bonds. The debt of France stood last week in London, the main 
money market of the world, 74 per cent. higher than the debt of the 
United States. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I have not examined to see what were the 
prices of rentes in France or of consols in England, but when I find 
the bonds of this Government at an advance of from 18 to 20 per 
cent., I take it for granted that no one can question that the credit 
of this Government is almost equal to the credit of any government 
on the face of the earth. 

Mr. EATON. “Almost;” I agree with you. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. In my opinion, I was going on to say before I 





| creating so large a debt the time will never come when any larg: 
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was interrupted by the Senator from Connecticut, it would } 
been much better for the tax-payers of the country if the ered a 
the Government had not been so good or had not been used so ron), 
There is no doubt that the exigencies of war justified a proy, ty 

the public credit, and there is as little doubt that it was 
wisely. A much heavier debt was incurred than there was 
sity for, and the burden of which will remain to tax ¢) 
and industry of the country for long years to come. 

Still I would do no act that could by possibility impaii 
of the country, and do not believe that the passage of thi 
have that effect. The credit of a government depend 
ability and willingness to pay the obligations which it i; 
may I not ask where is the country on the face of the « 
such unbounded resources as our own? We have an ext 
tory almost unequaled, with a rapidly increasing populati 
getic, enterprising, and industrious people. We are free fy 
complications which embarrass European nations, and b 
prudent action on our own part are secure from the afili 
tailed by foreign or domestic wars. 

Our soil is fertile and produces almost everything necessa 
subsistence and comfort of man. Our grain-growing tields 
ble of supplying a large part of the world with breadstutis, 
spindles and looms of Europe are dependent on the produ 
our Southern States. The very bowels of the earth in ever 
of our country are filled with mineral wealth, while our gold and 
mines are the richest in the world. With such resources, ou: 
to pay our liabilities will not be questioned in any quarte: 
globe, nor can our willingness to do so be doubted. The ho 
the Government securities at least will not question our willing 
to pay our debts. They well remember that after they had b 
our bonds with legal-tender notes, greatly depreciated, we voluntay 
in 1869 proclaimed our purpose to pay the bonds which they hel 
in greenbacks, as we might have done, but in coin; thus increa 
the value of their bonds at that time 20 per cent. Sir, the cre: 
this Government will not snffer by the remonetization of silve 
have no such fear and am alarmed by no such prediction. 

Nor will the passage of this bill be regarded as indicative of ad 
position on the part of the American people or of Congress to 1 p 
diate or scale down any part of the public debt. However muc! 
may have been divided in reference to the propriety or necessity 


of our people would willingly see the American name dishonored | 
a refusal of their Government to pay to the uttermost farthing ey 
dollar which it owes either to foreign or domestic creditors. The 


| may be an agrarian spirit—a communistic sentiment entertai 
| a few persons in every community—but such a spirit is of foreign 


extraction and will find, I hope, but little sympathy on American soi! 
Sir, the debt was created to sustain a war waged against our souther 
brethren, but I know enough of southern honor to feel justified in 

ing in the presence of southern Senators that no feelings of resentm« 
for wrongs suffered during or since the war can ever prompt th 
South to wish dishonor or assist in bringing reproach upon the Amer 
ican name. Our people have already cheerfully borne a heavy | 
den of taxation to sustain the credit of the Government, and w 
submit to whatever exactions may be necessary for that purpos 
hereafter. The world has witnessed their sacrifices and will be sl 
to question their honesty or distrust their Government. Senators who 
oppose this bill under the apprehension that it will touch the hon 
or harm the credit of the Government may banish their fears ; no such 


| results will follow. 


Mr. President, I cannot, in the short time I propose to occupy, hope 
to answer all the objections which have been raised to the recoinage 


| of the silver dollar, but there are one or two others to which I beg to 


refer. It has been urged as impolitic and unwise to establish a double 
standard in this country because England and Germany and one o! 
two other countries have only a gold standard. In my opinion, Mr 
President, we cannot follow England or Germany in this matter with 
any more propriety than we could adopt any other line of their 
domestic policy. The governments of those countries in the demone- 
tization of their silver coin were governed by economic considerations 
which have no application to us. Their circumstances and ours are 
entirely different. Their financial policy as well as their political 
action is doubtless controlled to some extent by their complications 
with other powers. To whatextent it may have been thus controlled 


} 


| in the establishment of a single standard it is impossible to say, but 


this we know, that scarcely any step is taken by any European gov- 
ernment that has not some relation and is not designed to havea 
direct bearing upon European affairs generally. Happily, as | hav: 
already said, we are free from those complications which surrou! 

the governments of the Old World and may shape very largely out 
financial policy as well as our political institutions without regard 
tothem. Weare and of right ought to be free and independent States, 
free and independent in the exercise of that policy, finan ial and 
political, which will promote our own interest and is best adapted to 
the circumstances which surround us. Weare a debtor nation owing 
a large debt to the people of other countries, the interest of w hich w ill 
require every dollar of gold which this country can produce or which 
it can command from importations of gold, while England and Ger- 
many, and especially the latter country, are annually in receipt of the 
very gold.with which we part for the payment of interest abroad. 
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with but a single standard in this country and the payment of our porti ire metal and al h other questions not less diffi 
oes st ex¢ lusively in gold, we shall be denvrived of that 1 Tal as a cul 1 sol n. would first ha + } determined The fact is that 
the circulating medium because it must be re ved for our | an international agreement m the relative values of gold and sil 
} creditors. Suc h, however, is net the case with En rland ol ve! would be at dec t} ost the same difficulty that 
Germany. Whatever debt either of th ‘ ic debt vould | ) na ter » bi tbout the unification of th 
vyment of their interest is peopl pag il 3 the \ ld I ] vait un 
among themselves. or ca ‘ : ax ' 
\ we are a silver-producing co Lines lver money in this cou 
of the silver produced in the 1 neit] The recoin of t] - 
: uy, Whose example in the demonetization of silver a legal tender will not 1 : ; O , 
as worthy of imitation, produces any considerable an contrary if made an eq lent the ne spDI 
| one believe that if England had possessed our silvet imating it in val t will i 1 
he 1 she dropped silver from hex coin: th: she wo ila ion of wold coin | j 
he single standard, or that German {sh d bee l mewl inp! | 
yr country would have dem dsily stablished | si ‘ undard. JT pre 
undard as the measure of vi Geru t v varture f 
bande ned the bimetallic standard was receivin br ( 1D co I do 3 
ts of gold in pay nt of the indemni s] would we ] 
of the war between tho countri Wh e tl lave t i Gold : of « . 
had upon her action in the demonetization « er ¢ it | « ffair | , ‘ 
course impossible to say, | it m ’ b iei Ll tl t t | 0) | ( f 
d been paying to France t large sums of money that she w on, and or two oth , | to circulate alto 
‘from that country her action would have been different i ‘ Ly i L« 1 i ! 
regard. I do not say that either England or Germany a | ! Che } ly 
in a dopting a le standard of It may] ’ ’ rold coin, d 
; of gold in those countries, draw othe Y ed Iver dollar will drive 
to them by reason of their relation as debtors, jusiified the ‘ out cil ! ir. Pre nu ith the interest and princi 
of silver from their coins, nor do I say that if we were sim 1) rf is} i i ! rean have any large am 
tanced, with no debits owing abroad, but mang in | ¢ s ol ul ee ess Iver is coined and mad 
of creditor to other nations and receiving irom t ] ( Lo extent to which thi 
large accessions to our gold coins, that it would be ise isa i relieve the draugh von the gold resources of the Tr 
i y their exan 1} ° But, in view of the facts to whi I ul In restoring to the p ple the coins of both the pre LOUS 
iulready referred and the difference in the respective conditi ! a i it possible that gold n should again reappeat 
e countries and our own, such a step on our part would be reulati f i to be the only coin authorized by law? Our ec 
ta cri less than §60,000,( , | the demand lipe n the Gov 
In tl ourse of the debate v ich has taken pla ‘upon th Squestion ernie nel e pet le of the « i com to pay interest on ob 
s been asserted that we cannot maintain a bimetallic standard i rati | abroad is est ited to amount to at least $100,000,000 
ountry without the co-operation of the leading powers of Europe; | With this large draught upon the gold resources of the country on for 
hat the result of any such attempt will be, in the language of 1] cign a unt, it would m toe ct any large admixture of 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. LAMAR, } to “ consolidate the currency rold inthe « vat f the intr We had as well look at 
of all Europe on a gold basis and remard America to the Asiatic réle | this matter fairly. todeceive ourselves. We must recoin 
that of those poorer countries of Europe that are condemned by | thesilver dollar with ender power to pay debts, foreign o1 
necessities to receive the rejected coin of the great commercial | domestic, or we are ssly and irrevocably to an irredeem 
ns.” I am fully aware, Mr. President, that several theoretic | able paper currency medium of exchange in the ordinary 
on monetary affairs have entertained this view and laid it | busin affairs of life. 
vith the dogmatism of law, but I have long since learned to dis If the interest alone payable abroad can only be discharged in gold 





theories and have become so skeptical as to doubt many facts | coin it will require all the productions of your gold mines and much 
edby seience. I prefer to “inquire for the old paths and walk | more to me: 







t th nand. Nothing will be left for the rede on 
erein.” Against these theories I antagonize the stubborn facts of | of the legal-tender notes of the Government. Resumption of i¢ 
istory and experience. For eighty years we maintained a double | payments for any length of time will be impossible. It is useless to 

standard in this country without “entangling alliances” with Eu- | talk about maintaining resumption with the outstanding greenbacl 
ypean powers in reference to our monetary system, and at the com- | and national-bank note circulation without the recoinage of the sil 
mencement of the late war when legal-tender notes became the cir ver dollarasa legal tender. I do not say that you cannot resume, but 
ulating medium we had more gold coin in the country than we have | I do say resumption cannot be intained without it. There isonly 


to-day. I believe it is estimated that we had at that time about | one of two ways in which specie payments can be maintained : the 
$210,000,000 or $215,000,000 in gold, and the estimate now is notexceed- | paper currency must be largely contracted or the coin of the country 


g$175,000,000 in gold, notwithstanding we have been coining forthe | largely increased. I know that very great reliance is placed upon 
last fifteen years large amounts of gold because silver was worth | the confidence of the country as a factor in the attempt to resume and 





more than gold, and the mints of the country have been almost exclu- | maintain specic payments. It is said that the people will not want 
sively confined to the coinage of the gold coin. coin if they know that they can obtain it on demand in exchange for 
Silver money had not driven gold out of the country, nor had gold paper money, and this probably 
vanished silver. Both maintained their status as legal tenders a1 edge that you have a de Lior all the gold you can command to 
performed their functions as money in all the affairs of life. This is meet interest payable abroad, and an outstanding paper circulation 
the testimony of experience, and I oppose it to the dicta of theoriz- | of nearly or quite $700,000,000, how is it possible that the people of the 
ing teachers and the speculations of scientific financiers. I do not | country can have contlidence? Recoin the silver dollar and increas 
maintain, Mr. President, that it is possible to keep in active circula- | your specie reserve, and resumption will follow without’ contraction 
tion at all time legal tenders of two distinct substances where there | and without any shock to the business interests of the country. 
Sgreat discrepancy in their intrinsic value. Our greenback circu- Let us look now to the details of ill under consideration. It 
lation has taught us that lesson. It banished gold and ver boti r the payment of all debts, public 
from cireulation. Nor do I maintain that you can determine deti- and private, silver dollars containing 4124 grains of standard silver ; in 
nitely at all times the relative values of the precious metals. They | other words, to restore tl! 
fluctuate in value as well as other things, and the history of the | try, with the sam¢ 
metals will show as great fluctuations in gold as in silver. The fact | before demonetiz tion. As the bill came from the House it provided 
is, the law of supply and demand determines very largely their value. for free coinage and allowed any owner of silver bullion to take it 


may be true. But with the know] 
‘ 
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proposes to coin, as 2 legal t der 1 





1c old silver dollar to the coins of the coun 


» paymentof debts which it possess¢ d 

















Not the demand for the purposes of money alone but for all the ] tot Mint and have it coined into dollars for his benefit upon the 
poses for which they are respectively used. This fluctuation cann same conditions that gold is coined under existing law. The Senate 
ve controlled by international arrangement, if that were possible, in | Committee on Finance has reporte:| an amendment striking out th 
relerence to the quantity of silver to be used in coin. The other free-coinage feature and providing for the purchase by the Gover 
uses to which the precious metals are applied would still affect the ment of bullion, not exceeding five millions of dollars’ worth at any 
relative values of the two metals. This is so obvious that I need one time, for the purpose of coinage, and fixing the amount of th: 
not discuss it further. But let me ask gentlemen who insist that we coinage at not less than two nor more than four millions of dolla 
can only properly have silver coin by the consent and concurrence | in ont 

of the leading powers of Europe, if co-operative action on their part for the amendment proposed by the committe: n 
18 possible. England, Germany, and some other states have no legal- n it it is wise and proper and iu harmony with the provisic 
tender silver except for small amounts, and it is not likely that they | of the Constitution which gives to Congress the power to coin m¢ 
would be parties to any such arrangement. Evenin countries where | and regulate the value thereof rhere is no just reason why the 
the double standard is in use there would have to be an agreement | speculators in silver bullion should derive an nta resul 
upon other questions, about which there is great difference of opinion, | from coinage, if any profits accrue therefror Any increased 


before any arrangement could be made for a common representative | imparted to silver from its conversi« ito vill be derives 
of silver money. The character of the coin, its weight, and the pro- | from the action of the Governm res t with that el 
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er, and not from anything done by the owner of the bullion. 
hould he make the profit, if profit there shall be 


ier expended time or labor 


Why, 
, When he has 
its conversion into coin nor done 
other act or thing which has imparted to it its increased value ? 

vill receive from the Government all that his bullion is worth in 

t condition, and it would be a gratuity, a subsidy, granted him 
the Government to give him the profit that would result from its 

ure into money And who would be the re« pient of this bounty ? 

the miner who digs and crushes the quartz and separates the sil- 

er from the rock in which it lies concealed, or washes it from the 
hill-sides or the bed of the mountain-gorgs Long before it reaches 
the Mint the reward of his labor will pass out of his hands into the 
possession of speculators in bullion rhe 
ada and other rich corporations and private capitalists will be, 
large ly, the holders of the silver bullion of the 
ldo not propose by my vote to give them the profits result- 
assage of this bill. The tree-coinage provision was 
inserted under the apprehension that the coinage of silver 
tarded by the Secretary of the Treasury, who is known to 

| to the bill Thave no such fear. If the Secretary desired 
nugatory ineflectual the law after it shall be passed, he 
© more easily under the House bill than under the amend 


the committee. By the 


are bow very 


latter he is required to have coined 

in $2,000,000 a month, while under the bill as it came to us 
requirement is made, 

MAXEY Will the Senator from Delaware permit me to inter 


} 


‘| ULSBURY Certainly. 

Mr. MAXEY he free-coinage clause of the House bill, upon which 
Senator from Delaware was speaking just now, I apprehend was 
d there simply to carry out the policy of the Government from 

very foundation Under the act of 1792 gold and silver bull 

a precise ly the same se igniorage, and so it stood under the 

4. Under the act of 1837 the seigniorage of } per cent. was dropped 

n both metals, and in lieu thereof the cost of separating the 1m 


purities from the ballion gold or silver was paid by the bullion 


holder 

By the act of January 18, 1837, the seigniorage was taken off of 
both gold and silver bullion, and so stands to-day, except as to sub- 
idiary coin. By the eighteenth section of that act the separation of 
the impurities which happened to be in either gold or silver bullion 
was paid for by the holder of the builion, whether it was gold or 


silver 


bullion in coinage, and never has been from the foundation of the 
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| time chiefly to the increased production of our mines and demo; 


| for the purposes of the arts. 


| struction of its legal-tender character the silver dollar would t 


| serious objection to commencing the recoinage of silver dollars y 


There is not the slightest difference between gold and silver | 


Government, except as to subsidiary coin limited since 1853 in tender | 


to do. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I am perfectly aware of all the facts stated by 
the Senator from Texas, but we are to-day shaping a policy for our- 
selves, and whatever may have been the reasons which influenced 
the action of those who legislated upon this subject a half century 
ago, they do not present themselves to our consideration. We are to 
determine this question upon the facts that are presented to us, and 
we are not to be guided in our action by that policy in reference to 
the coinage ef the money to which the Senator from Texas has re- 
ferred 

The most important question in reference to the details of this bill 
is whether 4124 grains of standard silver will make a dollar equiva- 
lent in value to a dollar in gold. This is a most important question, 
and one that should be considered fairly by every Senator, no less by 
the friends than those opposed to the bill. It cannot be desired by 
any that there shall be any material difference in the value of the two 
coins, and as close an approximation should therefore be obtained 
as possible. If silver money is intrinsically worth much less than 


gold coin for the same amount, it will, as experience has shown, | 


supercede it in business transactions, and if much more valuable it 
will retire from active circulation. The interest of the people of the 
country is td have both coins in their service, and therefore to have 
as near an approximation in their relative valuesas possible. Evenif 
both could be kept in circulation with any considerable difference in 
their values, it would be a misfortune if not a calamity to the coun- 
try. Nothing can be more afflicting to any people than a depreciated 
currency. It leads to inflation in prices, which sooner or later is fol- 


. . . . . . . . . | 
lowed by depression in values, bringing stagnation in business, and 


ending too often in bankruptcy and financial ruin. Many of the 
friends of this measure predict with great confidence that the dollar 
of 412} grains will become in a very short time, if not at once, fully 
equal to the gold dollar, 


its purchasing power. The legal-tender character of money will of 


course enable it to pay debts already contracted, but its inherent | 


value is an essential element in its power to purchase property. 
Those who oppose the bill differ widely from its friends in their 
estimate of the relative values of the two moneys and place their 


opposition mainly upon the ground that in their opinion the dollar | 


proposed in the bill 1s not and will not be equivalent to the gold dol- 
lar. Mr. President, I confess that I have not been able to arrive at 
any very satisfactory conclusion in my own mind upon the question 
in dispute, and believe it can only be determined definitely by ex- 
periment. All opinions upon the subject are but speculations; all 


not only in the payment of debts, but in | 


| ury in his annual report says that the silver dollar from 17 
banks of California and | 





reasoning may be at fault and results very different from what we | 


anticipate may be realized. I shall give my support to the bili, but 
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am not certain that the dollar which it proposes will prove eq; 
value io the gold dollar. If, upon a fair test, this shall Iy ane 
be the case the remedy can be applied and an additional quantity f 
silver added,and none will be found more willing than pyslr ., 
assist in correcting the error. In expressing this doubt, M; Pr 
dent, I do not wish to be understood as saying that I beliey 
quantity of standard silver named in the bill will not prove sut 
On the contrary, if I were to express any opinion upon th: 
upon which all opinions at best are but conjectures, it wor 
the number of grains proposed in the bill for the dollar w 
imate its value to that of the gold coin. 


ld be 
The Secretary of the 7 
12°74 was worth more in the market than the gold dollar and t), 
rector of the Mint attributes the decline in silver bullion xsi; 
tion in Germany and the United States. I am satisfied that «, 
tization in this country has had a more depressing effect 
bullion market than any and perhaps all other causes. T] 

the mines in Nevada bas increased, it is true, in the last few 

yx rhaps the percentage of silver produced as compared 
has also increased. Still the production of silver is less th 
gold in this country and far less in the world. I am not 
there has been any diminution in the uses to which silver 
except for coin, either in this country or in Europe, and cat 
fore, attribute the decline in bullion to a falling off in the «d 
The unwise act of demonet 
this country must be regarded as the principal cause of thy 


| sion in silver bullion. 


Germany had established the gold standard before we dropped s 
from our coins, and yet up to 1874 our silver dollar of 4124 grains wa 
worth more than our gold dollar. This fact it seems to me justit 
the conclusion that but for our act of demonetization and t] 


ue dé 


aay 


be the eqnivalent of the gold dollar or very nearly its equivalent 
If this conclusion is true it warrants the belief that the restoration of 
silver toits formercharacter as a legal-tender coin will at least approx 
imate its value to gold. Still I repeat that this is a matter which) 
reasoning can determine and must be broughi to the test of « xperi 
ment for solution. I would be willing to make the experiment wit! 
some increase in the number of grains in the dollar, but can se 
4124 grains, where we left off in 1873. Should we commence with to 
many grains inthe dollar it would be worth more for bullion than 
coin and would not be used as such. 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. HILL] suggests, and I believe that 
idea is concurred in by others opposed to this bill, that silver coin 


| should be restricted in its legal-tender character so that it could not 


be used to pay debts over a certain amount. To my mind sucha 
proposition would be very objectionable. In the first place it would 
lessen the value of the silver dollar by limiting its use and in the 
second place would discriminate between different classes of creditors. 
The small creditor would receive his debt in silver and the larg 
creditor in gold. I favor no such discriminations. The most serious 
objection to the plan suggested by the Senator from Georgia, however 
is that it would keep up the price of gold by preventing silver from 
being brought into competition with it as coin for the payment of all 
debts. 

I believe that the present discrepancy in the two metals has been 
caused partly by the depression of silver as a result of demonetization 
and partly by the appreciation of the value of gold, by removing silver 
from competition with it as money, and thereby creating a greate! 
demand for gold coin than there would otherwise be. If gold has an 
undue purchasing power, as I believe it has, the limitation on the use 
of silver money would perpetuate its increased value, and asa conse 
quence lessen the value of every species of property, for the simple 
reason that it would require more property to buy a given amount ot 
gold than if its value had not been thus increased. I would not lessen 
the quantity of gold in the coin, but I would impart to it by no legis- 
lation any additional purchasing power by excluding silver from the 
coin of the country or limiting its power for the payment of debts. 

At this point, Mr. President, I wish to call the attention of Senators 
to the idea which I have suggested, that by our act of demonetization 
we created a greater demand for gold, and have created an apprecia- 
tion of that metal. If, as I hope and as I believe, the passage of this 
bill will reduce the purchasing power of gold, it will add to the value 
of every species of property throughout this country. It was estimated 
by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. BLa1nr,] who spoke a few days ago, 
that we had $40,000,000,000 of property in this country to-day. 5up 
pose you reduce the purchasing power of gold but 1 per cent., that 


| moment you add $400,000,000 to all other property as compared Vv 


gold. 

Mr. EATON. That is your theory? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I speak of the theory: The theory is my ow 
which I believe. For instance, suppose my friend has a farm w 
$5,000 to-day in gold, and you reduce the value of the gold which h 


| holds 1 per cent., I ask whether, as compared with gold, his farm 1s 


not worth 1 per cent. more than it was before you reduced the pul 
chasing power of gold? If the effect of this bill therefore be to re- 
duce the purchasing power of gold 2} per cent., you will add, accora- 
ing to my theory, which I believe upon examination will be found to 
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ha correct, to the actual value of the $40,000,000,000 of property in 
ntry, as compared with gold, $1,000,000,000, sufficient to pay 
f the public debt. I commend this theory to the examination 
itor from Connecticut, who, I know, always gives to every 
which he examines careful consideration; and if, upon his 
tion, he can concur with me in opinion, I shall be very happy 
" so inform me. 
EATON. Now I suppose my friend is ready to give an answer 
estion I put some time ago. He said if 1 would wait he 
ver the question. It was how the demonetization of the 
has affected the value of silver. I have heard the argu- 
f my friend from Delaware with great closeness and with 
ttention, as Lalways hear everything that hesays, and he has 
answered the question. Now letme put it again. I wili not 
» question of that law, or speak of the reasons for it, or the 
of time that Congress had the matter in hand before the de- 
ation of thesilver dollar; but now I ask my friend once more, 
» him as I do know him to be a perfectly candid and fait 
tleman, were there any silver dollars in circulation at the time of 
dropping of the dollar out of the coinage, so that the value of 
could be affected thereby ? 
SAULSBURY. My honorable friend knows full well that ther 
one in circulation and he knows full well the reason there were 
He knows that almost from the foundation of this Govern- 
the silver dollar of 4124 grains had been worth more in the 
sets of the world than the gold dollar, and because of this in- 
sed value of the silver dollar the holders of bullion could not 
dito have it coined. It was not because, as I remarked, there 
lack of appreciation of the silver dollar on the part ol tin 
of this country; it was not because the people did not desire 
t it was because the silver dollar, which has been ridiculed as 
lar of the fathers” by the Senator from Connecticut in ] 
speech, was worth more than the gold dollar cle 
ry period when by a very unwise act it was demon 
» authority remained to coin it. 
And now let me ask the Senator from Connecticut how does he 
that but for the act of demonetization the silver dollar would 
not to-day have retained the place which it held prior to 1873 and 
n worth more than the gold dollar of which he is the advocate ; 
or how does he know that if it is now recoined and invested with 
the character of legal tender for the payment of all debts, it will not 
then become the equal and perhaps the superior of the gold dollar 
when invested with the power to pay debts ? 
Mr. EATON. Does my friend desire an answer? 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I have asked a question and am bound to take 
the answer, provided the Senator will not make it too long. 
Mr. EATON. Mr. President, one of those questions I can answer; 
he other would be a matter of conjecture. Any man who will read 
e history of the past fifteen years, the production of silver, its in- 
reased production, the decrease in the use of silver in the East, its 


demonetization in Germany and the Latin countries, knows the rea- 
' } 


Sel 


ki 


VJ 
il 


bee 


elge that we arrive at. When India consumed $65,000,000 silver a 
year, silver was then of value to be sent to India. When India con- 
sumes but ten millions a year silver must depreciate in value. Iam 
trying to answer the first question of my friend. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If my friend will make it as short as he can, 
I shall be obliged to him. 

Mr. EATON. I will stop now if you wish. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. No, go on. 

Mr. EATON. Another question was asked by my friend from Del- 
aware by the inspiration of my friend from West Virginia, how do 
I know that it will not become as valuable if 4124 grains are pro- 
nounced to be a silverdollar. I do not know it. I do not know but 
that a pound of pig-iron, if coined, and the United States stamp put 
upon it, could be forced upon a creditor to pay my debts and the 
debts of my friend from Delaware as of the value of a double eagle. 


I do not know that, but I know the sensible men of the world would | 


deny that any such stuff as that should be coined. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, the Senator from Connecticut 


and I reiterate that since 1534 and 1837 up to your unwise act of 
demonetization the silver dollar of 412} grains maintained its supe- 
riority to your gold dollar, and when you put the ban upon it by strik- 
ing it from your coinage you discredited silver in the markets of the 
world ; and I attribute myself much if not the entire depreciation of 
the silver bullion of the world to-day to the unwise act which struck 
it from our currency and made an impression throughout the civilized 
world that it was not to be again one of the coins of this country. 
Mr. President, this bill is regarded by those who oppose it as hos- 
tile to the interest of creditors, public and private. In giving it my 
support I am actuated by no such feeling, and do not believe it can 
militate against the interest or prejudice the rights of either debtors 
or creditors. Every man who holds the obligations of the Govern 
ment should be paid honestly and fairly, whether he is a citizen of 
this country or is the subject of a foreign power. I shall join in no 
attack upon bondholders or capitalists, but would guard their rights 
a8 carefully as those of any other class of men. I know that there 
are those who seek to inspire a prejudice against men of fortune and 
allect to regard them as the oppressors of the laboring-men and tax- 
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from competition with it as a medium of exchange. 


| mistake to suppose that gold has a permanent and fixed value. 
vby silver is not as valuable. Thatis an absolute, positive knowl- 
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need more, but would protect the rights of the one as sacredly 
of the other. Icannot believe that this bill \ 
it may prove t benefit to all 


1 do not 
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deep-s 
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tl 
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and counteract to some extent the effec th 


and the depreciation in the val 


restoration oi 


that confidence 
from 
ligation or enable men to realize inflation 
prices for what they have to sell. One beneficial effect I hope it will 


have a proper standard the price of gold, 
is insisted, measures all values. 


it will cancel no o 


, hamely, to bring down to 
which, it By our act of demonetiza- 
tion we not only lessened the demand for silver in this country but 
by our example discouraged its use for coin in other countries. The 
effect has been, as I have already stated, to depreciate silver in the 
markets of the world and at the same time to increase the purchasing 
power of gold by withdrawing silver from competition with it as part 
of the money of the world. The difference in the price of gold and 
silver bullion to-day, I repeat, results partly from depreciation in 
silver caused by demonetization and partly from increased value in 
gold resulting from greater demand for the purposes of coin. Just 
in the ratio in which gold has increased in value has property of every 
kind decreased, because it requires a greater amount of property to 
purchase the gold than before the advance in its value. It is a great 

Its 
value is determined by its purchasing power, and it is too obvious 
for denial that this is increased by the withdrawal of other money 
Now, the re- 
coinage of silver in this country will reduce the purchasing power of 
gold to the same extent that it was increased by our act of demoneti- 
zation, and just to the extent its purchasing power is decreased will 
the value of all other property be increased. To that extent, if no 
further, the passage of this bill will prove a measure of relief to 
debtors without affecting adversely the interest of creditors. In 
fact, whatever increases the ability of debtors to pay by enhancing 
the value of their estates increases the security for l 


the debts they 


| owe and becomes a mutual benefit both to debtors and creditors 


| this bill in the hope that it will lead to greater expansion 
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other , : ; manded by t of the cour i nal nment could constitutionally make ot} 
tr and th: i nfhi ) ( rol it th 8 ar i gold and silver coin a legal tender, for whatever power 
} may possess in this regard cannot impair 
the Constitution of the right of the Sta 
| silver coin a tender, and as long as that 
he exclusive power to coin money for their 


ro nment 


n bot! 


o be const 
both g 
purpose, ! rt he words, t the Constitution 
} +} ] ' ] 
hes the bimet 
subject 
is view i o full istai by contemporaneou 
ve no doubt on the su 
stand-point of policy a 
ding only the necess 
1easure of relief, itswisdon 
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The opposition to th ill remonetizing silver and re 
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alsa upon th 


upon First. That ! assa {f this bill would be a breach « 
hould | toward the 
Second. ' the clause providing for free coinage 
Third. T tt lollar of 4124 grains provided for 
arkets of tl it ninety-two cents in gold; 
will be expelled from ci 


prodnetion of silver t 


will be bad faith to the ere 
r to t t the bonds ir er, has, after an exhaustive discussion 
would b rf t lemn y ‘ ] ¢ vote of the two Houses of Co 
to-morrow in my opi 1most righteously. I will not consider is { 
then, Mr. Pre nt. ther t j ions I will consider briefly in their order 
is not my purpose to do more than, it u! stand it to be the desire of all if silver is remonet 
<plain the vote I will give on thi |. | the silver dollar shall be worth, as nearly as possible, one ln 


protracted discussion of the matter cents in gold, so that coin of both metals shall be exchangea 


x which has not been already better sa so that neither shall exclude the other from use and circulati 
my vote may be understood | major portion of the long discussion on this general sub 
ra right to know and understand my | over the best means of arriving at that result, some cont 
» conclusions from leading facts rather | 8 per cent. more silver should be added to the 4124 grains t 
letail. And it being germane to the | dollar from ninety-two cents, the present market price of bu 
and without elaboration to present | toone hundred cents, and the other side, myself in that numl« 
possession of the Senate for a repeal | ing that as in 1873, when silver was demonetized, the silvi 
resumption of specie payments i124 grains commanded a premium of 3 per cent. over gold, the pi 
‘ the bill as it came from the House, restoring free | depreciationof silver must result from thedeprivation of the fuset 
age and the silver dollar of 412} grains to full legal-tender | of money, of its purchasing and debt-paying power, and that a res 
circulating medium without limit or qualification. 1 de- | tion of these qualities, as provided in this bill, will restore 
| on a plane with gold, give it free coinage as existing | former value. Impressed with the conviction that silver i 
gold, and make it an unlimited legal tender as by | preciated below its value of 1873 almost solely by the legislatior 


rare the money of the Constitu- | degraded it from its rank as money, and gold, under existir 
ly prohibited tomake any other a tender | being entitled to free coinage, I desire to place silver on exa 
The National Government have the power “to | same footing, and leave no vestige of that legislative discrimi: 
lue thereof, and of foreign « = t! which has produced its depret iation, 
l bullion a coin prescribed if gold was paying seigniorage at the Mint I would favor « 
upon and call it a «ck , the sam ge on silver, but as none is made against gold, so 
to any money oth han | should be made for coining silver. A mint charge upon silv 
] cer none upon gold, is a tax upon silver to pay for free coinage « 
It is a brand of inferiority placed upon silver, when oar-ait 
highest interest of the country demands its equalization wi 
I ask attention to what Mr. Seyd, who has been often « 
this discussion, has to say of the English practice in this re 


Che expenditure of the mint falls on the taxation; the expense for « 

consequently borne by all classes, although gold is used prin 
smaller number, the wealthier portions of the community 
ld or silver, in the alternative th ; that the coining of gold is intended for the ben 
Inte powers clearly of the patent fact that the poor use it but rarely 

England the extreme injustice of this matte 
n mind that the British siive 
», and the other in the States to make gol ul gq t 1@ nation are depen 
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and silver for their ? Jf ber methods of doing it and at the same timeof favoring h 
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If one car »demonetized, gold-using classes at the expense of her common and | 

demonetized who use silver. The policy of this Government ought 

m of the Constitution to demonetize rically opposed to that of England in this regard. We desi 
iereby deprive the States and pe ople of vate silver from its present depression to an equality 

than it is to deprive them of silver when the gold, and we do not desire to favor the rich, who chiefly us 

L right to both gold and silver. Nor would the expense of the poor, who chiefly use silver, but that ric h 


be weakened if it were admitted that the hall have an equal and fair chance. Because I oppose any 








» npon silver which does not lie equally upon gold, I shall vote 





; the amendment proposed by the Senate committee to the 
Ho se bill, also against the amendment proposed by the honorable 
G, from Kentucky. Both are liable to the objection of hamper- 

d restricting silver coinage and of making it a source of spec- 
to the Government, while the coinage of gold is left free, 
trammeled, and untaxed. The policy of these amendments seem 

, me identical with the English policy described by Mr, Seyd, except 

it the seigniorage is somewhat larger in England than here. 

rhe power and right and even the justice of the Government charg 
for converting bullion into coin are freely admitted ; but the pol- 
>of imposing a tax on either is extremely questionable, while it 
eems to me clearly opposed to all reason and sound judgment to 
nlace the tax on that metal already depreciated, the value of which 
. re seeking to exalt, and leave the other free. Todo this as these 
ndments propose in substance is pregnant with the clear impli- 
hat the coinage of silver ought not to be encouraged as that 

sht, and is a legislative declaration of the inferiority of the 

dol ade by the same bill a lawful tender for public and private 
debt. it is argued in support of the amendment offered by the Sen- 
tor from Kentucky that as the dollar provided for by this bill can 


coined out of ninety-two cents’ worth of silver bought at the pres- 
it market price of bullion the Government can buy the bullion 
nd make the 8 per cent. profit on the coinage, and ought to do so. 
If those of us who favor the dollar of 412} grains are right in believ- 
hat its investiture with the money function and legal-tender 
will bring it to par with gold, then this argument is unsound, 
n with free coinage would rise with it to the full value of 
oined dollar. This is certainly the theory on which I support 
Mar of 4124 grains. Ii I did not believe it would rise to pal I 
vote to put more silver in it, for we certainly cannot be justi- 


for bul 














ied in m ng ninety-two cents lawful tender for one dollar. 

But it is said that whenever “the two metals come together,” as 
li ill after you give them an equal chance,” the coinage shall 
free. My objection is that the two metals are not given an “equal 


chanee” by either of these amendments, for both place silver under 
both discredit the silver dollar authorized by the bill, not 
hnically or literally, but in substance and spirit, by a discrim- 
n against and tax upon its coinage, thereby declaring dis- 
as between it and gold, a policy less friendly and less gen- 
to silver than to gold. The two metals cannot “come to- 
rether” when with one hand silver is held down while with the 
er gold is sustained. These amendments leave the whole subject 

‘r coinage under specific instructions, it is true, as to some 

, but in others, to his discretion, to the Secretary of the Treas- 
iry, Who is well known to be utterly and bitterly opposed to the 
bill, and which it would be unjust to say that to do this is to 

he lamb to the nurturing care of the wolf. I do not believe 
enforcement of the law, 


tha n 
1@ VAN, 


it a liberal interpretation and an earnest 
assed, could be expected. 
(he people, Mr. President, are profoundly earnest in their demand 
the remonetization of silver. I desire absolute law which shall 
secure that object, leaving nothing to any man’s discretion. The 
people demand a restoration of the old constitutional relations be 
gold and silver, and that they be equal before the law, and as 
uearly as they can possibly be made in value, and this, in my judg- 
if, can be secured only by free, unrestricted coinage. 
[ yield to no Senator on this floor in the desire for economy and a 


nt of the expenses of the Government in all its branches, 





curtail 


wd will go with him who goes furthest in that direction, but can 
see no economy in a policy which would take the risk of seriously 
endangering the efficacy of a measure of relief, for a great national 
(listress, for the paltry consideration to be derived to the Govern- 


ment from a tax on silver coinage. 
1¢ remaining objections to the bill will now be briefly referred 
to. The argument that the silver dollar of 4124 grains will be below 
gold standard, and, being cheaper, will be used in payment of 
is and thereby exclude gold from circulation, and that there will 
be an excess or, as it is termed, an “inflation” of cheap silver money, 
is based on the assumption that the existing depreciation of silver 
bullion arises from two causes, which will not be corrected by its 
remonetization in the United States: first, its recent demonetization 
in some of the European states, and, secondly, the excessive produc- 
tion of silver. 
A great deal of stress has been laid in this debate upon tie alleged 
t that the Latin union, composed of France, Belgium, Switzerland, 
ind Italy, to which Greece has since been added, are in the act of 
changing from the double standard of gold and silver to the single 
standard of gold. 
ris, Mr. President, so far as I can determine from information 
‘ssible to me, is an erroneous assumption. The only action taken 





ac 





act 


by the powers constituting this union giving color to the allegation 
consists in arestriction upon silver coinage to certain specified amounts 


foreach one of them perannum. And this was done solely as a meas- 
ure of precaution against an apprebended inundation of silver from 
the German Empire, then, not for financial but for political reasons, 
discarding silver and adopting the gold standard. 
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. When in 1873 the 
United States, the great silver-producing couutry of the world, fol- 
owing the lead of Germany, degraded silver from its power as money, 
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still the Latin union stood bravely by it and enjoyed unequaled pros- 
perity, while the gold-standard countries of Europe were in the throes 
of financial distress. 
Is it to be supposed after having clung to silver in the hour of its 
l the world seemed turned against it, that 
the Latin union, re-enforced by the power and prestige of the United 
States in giving value to silver of which the powers of that union are 
such imme holders will abandon and the prosperity it 
has secured them and court the ruin and distress which the adoption 
of the gold standard has brought upon Germany 
tion does violence to all nd common It is probable 
that France, the leading power in the Latin union, who, in addition 
to $600,000,000 gold holds $350,000,000 of si and through i 


to give her people a circulation of $ vita, While the gold stand- 


greatest ¢ epreciation, when 


nse silver now, 
Sach a supposi- 


reason a sen 





t isable 


14 per ¢ 


ard countries of Germany and England can give respectively only 
524 and $23, will abandon the source of her great prosperity for the 
hard times, shrinking values, and general depression of the two lat- 
ter? I cannot for one moment believe it, Mr. Presid With Eng 
land on one side and Germany on the other, with their gold, their 
money stringency, and their distress, France retains her gold andsilver 


and herunbounded prosperity. No, Mr. President, or the Latin 
union have demonetized silver, and we need not fear that they 

The only European states which have recently demonetize 
are Germany, Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. The three latter com- 
bined have only about a million and a half more population than our 
State of New York, and not half its commercia They 
are insignificant in the calculation. The population of the United 
States is to-day greater than that of all four of the European states 
combined which have demonetized silver In7l. It is a great 
leading fact, one ‘whic and challenges the attention of 


mice! 


(i Sly 





importan 


since 


} 


stands out 











all, that although the European states named had in 1871 declared 
their policy to demonetize silver and commenced the proce ind 
were steadily pursuing it, and had ll-nigh consummated it, and 
the production of silver was increasing then as now, ) in 1873, 
up to the time when demonetized in the United St t er 
dollar of 4124 grains was worth 103 cents in gold L after its de 
monetization by this Government depreciated at onee and rapidly. 
Demonetization in Germany had failed to effect a depreciation of the 


silver dollar and its value was fully maintained until the United States, 


supposed to be its stronghold because its produc tion is a ereat inter- 
est here, turned upon and sfruck down silver. 
From this blow silver fell when it had withstood German demone 


um over gold. 


Ame ri¢ 
entirely 


tization and commanded 3 per cent. premi So far as 
cause may be discovered by 


not European demonetization of silver has a 


an and 
produced 


reasoning back from etiect 


most 


its depreciation. That silver is lower than it would have been had 
Germany not demonetized it, is unquestionably true, but the facts 


i 


ll as to be almost 


pre 


bet nso sma 


show the German influence to have 
and if it were admitted 


in- 


appreciable, to have xviuced one-third of 





the present depreciation of, say, 12 per cent. from 3 per cent. premium, 
its restoration to coinage and legal-tender power by the United States 
would raise silver to par with gold. The process of remonetization 
vill have a double eftect, for while raising silver it will bring down 
gold which has a purchasing power 40 per cent. at least greater by 


reason of having had to perform the functions formerly performed by 
both gold and silver. While all othe 
an average of 40 per cent., and gold 
in value, silver bullion, a m 
only depreciated 9 per ce 


commodities have ited 
LHNCcreast 
without mx 
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If the stamp of the as has been well nd a 
bestowal of legal-tender money power upon it, can raise a bit of 
worthless paper tu wit! er cent. of par with gold, wh not 
the same process bring to par: of silver already intr lly 
worth ninety-two cents as | e? A greenbat bill for 0 is 
a promise by the Government the bearer twenty coin dollars, 




















not gold dollars, but gold or silver at option. If the gree DACK paper 
promise is within 2 per cent. of par with gold, why will) 1© twenty 
coin (silver) dollars, the thing promised, be par itself? It is said that 
the passage of this bill w bring greenbacks down belo: | r, as 
they are now below gold; but ill it not bring gold d the 
level of silver, and,if so, where is the difference? The uni illy 
shrunken values of prope dl labor, | the high purch wer 
of gold, can be attributed to no other cause than as eu uf- 
ficient circulation. When the volume of cirenlation sh en 
swollen by silver invested with full money power, th be a 
rebound from the present dept 1 and a¢ pond n 
gold. Silver, instead of being ine commodity, having become a 
measure of value, will be the most buoyant of all, and will 5] - 
ward while gold is descet My only fear is that the dollar p 
vided for by this bill will go above gold as it was in 1] 

The argument, Mr. President, that much of the ] it « i 
of silver results from its recent increased produ in 
supported by the facts. WI1 ! ver was demon i ed 
States the production of { tl tal had been ve ed 
over the average o1 V revi ul is ) i 1a 
its production since, al nour hatin l 
cient on any known rule o1 hich the 
experi nee of the past to | portans i its 
present depre ciation relatively to gold. fol 
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It may be the cheaper metal which remains 
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es ot 


lave been m ind an excess of gold, 
r, and the sup- 
growth of population, the trade, 
1. A law of nature seems to have 
ils together and to have denied pertect efficacy to 
cept Under the 
and uphold eachother. If gold is scarce 
If silver disappears, gold 
rhe people who have both to rely on can depend 
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new discover ilve 


ree, an uSsINess of 
met 
as money ex as co-operative Lorces 
they support 
becomes more abundant 
h certainty on the presence all times of one 


em. cor 


mpossible. 

on duty at home, but 
is silently performing its valua- 
ble , through a re vol f that left behind, and 
stand dy to « that immutable law of trade which, under 
cha nditions, commands its return home to the aid of a scarcer 
and « ¢ circulation. It is through this co-operative action of 
tho ls under the double standard that a sufficient circulation 
is assured for the demands of trade and commerce, for regular employ- 
ment and living wages to labor, for fair valuations in the transfers 
of property, and a safeguard is furnished, as far as human wisdom 
can devise one, against crises and panics and the loss and ruin they 
entail. No nation has ever divorced these metals except through bank- 
ruptcy, prostration, aud universal distress, and at the sacritice ever 
after of tinancial stability and commercial security. 
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starvation wages, and constantly recurring money crises are t 
paid by England for her single gold standard. 

It has been said of England, the leading gold-standard co 
the world, that she is “the peculiar seat of monetary crises, jy 
Egypt is of the plague, and Indiaof the cholera.” Between |< 
1574, a period of twenty-seven years, a high authority informs 
the rate of interest of the Bank of England has been cha) 
hundred and twenty-three times, with a range of fluctuation { 
to 10 per cent. Germany, following her lead for six years, lig 
struggling over the crushed and ruined fortunes of her people { 
same goal, not yet reached; while the splendid prosperity of F, 
with her double standard of gold and silver, though but yest 
under the heel of a conqueror and overwhelmed with the dires 
ities of war, is the wonder of the world. Not the United St: 
Germany alone, but the world has been plagued wit 
cial disturbance, which has brought suffering and woe upo 
of people since the demonetization of silver in 1873. 

There is not enough of gold alone to do the business of t 
and no violation of natural law, so plainly written in the hist 
the two metals, in discarding one of them, has ever failed to 
down upon the nations of the earth, but most heavily u 
offenders, that long train of evils and disasters consequen 
insuflicient and uncertain circulating medium. And, to 
phasis to this view, we must remember that statistics cl« 
steady decline in the aggregate yield of the two metals 
while the demands of growing population and commer 
higher development in the arts are constantly increasing 
seem to be a very plain proposition that a destruction of on: 
the coin of the world as money would double the value of 
half, would double the burden of debts, and thi 
property and labor one-half. 

Yet the argument most relied on to sustain silver demonet 
in United States is that the leading nations of Eur 
adopted the gold standard; an overwhelming reason to 1 
why we should not doit. If no other nation in the world had a 
the exclusive gold standard, and we were a creditor natio: 
the case with England when she adopted it, the argument 
much stronger ; but the greater the number who rely on 
sively, the greater the difficulty of obtaining and retaining 
cient amount for a safe and healthy circulation, and the gr 
danger of crises and panics. 

In our present condition of enormous indebtedness both 
ment and people, suffering from a constant drain of gold v 
out to pay interest debt, and the gre ilver-} 
country in the world, it does seem to me that to decrease o 
of paying, and in the same ratio increase our burden of d 
monetizing silver, is a folly so stupendous as not to be sus 
explanation by any of the ordinary methods of reason. 
nents of this bill declaim against silver inflation and cl 
money just as the same class groaned over gold inflation a 
gold money in 1856. Through the mercy of an overruli 
dence, bondholders and capitalists had not the power then 
fortunately possessed in 1473, else gold would have been det 
and the grandestera of human development and improvenx 
under the stimulus of cheap gold, then dawned 
would have been postponed we know not how 
nitely. 

I desire to see in this country, Mr. President, a safe, sound, 
tutional currency which will adjust the values of property 
and liquidate our vast indebtedness on a fair, conser 
reasonable basis. I believe that this bill as it ca from 
is the first and most indispensable step toward the atta 
that object. Ido not believe that 
of values will be the result, or that the dollar of 4124 grain 
a cheap dollar. The $40,000,000 of silver coin now in cir 
debased and will not be a legal tender in sums of over 55, a 
be calledin. The coining capacity of the mints of the Unit 
for both gold and silver does not exceed $50,000,000 per aunu 

If Germany shall unload her silver upon us, as Senators fe 
as I hope she will, it must be recoined before going into circu! 
It will be several years before the actual silver coin will pert 
the channels and arteries of trade, business, and commer It 
enter then gradually; there will be no plethora, no shoc! 
time will be ample for adjusting and fitting the business int 
the country to the change. If experience shall prove tha 
been mistaken in believing, as I do, that the great weight an: 
tige of this Government and people will neutralize the part 
monetizution of silver in Europe, and restore it to its former 
and value, being satistied that it cannot to any hurtfu 
to rise to par with gold, and that any shortcoming will be 
temporary, I still shall feel that in supporting this bill 
have been on the side of the best interests of the country. 
Mr. President, if I have to choose between two sorts of money, ' 
so searce and precious that honest toii cannot earn it, that hou 
and lands and cattle and horses and other property cannot 
changed for it except at half their real value, possessed by the f 
and beyond the reach of the many, and the other a little inflated 1 
its measurement of values, but accessible alike to all in the « 
business transactions of like and of sufficient abundance: 
the exe hanves of prope rty 


whole 
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or if you please a little more abundant than is absolutely necessary, | national-bank notes must be redeemed by the banks over their coun 
| would not hesitate to accept the latter, even thongh it were “cheap | ters on demand in gold or greenbacks, and greenbacks must be re 


“lver,’ as it is derisively called. In other words, I would choose | deemed at Washington and New York on demand in gold, thus mak 





slightly inflated values rather than the depreciation of 50 per cent. | ing the entire paper currency of the United States redeemable on 
, stressing the country. : demand in gold. 
I favor the remonetization of silver, Mr. President, because the Con- Let us analyze the proposition to resume or this basis; and, to be 


tion requires it, the people demand it, and the best interests of | liberal, suppose that by the Ist day of January, 1879, the amount 





he country will be promoted by it. It is the first step in the prepa- | of gold in the country, which of course ineludes that in the Treas 
of this country for resumption of specie payments, a subject to ury, is increased to $200,000,000, and that all of it is available. A 
1 | propose now to briefly advert. bank which issues $2.50 in paper for each $1 of gold in its vault is 
Neither gold nor silver has been in fact, except in small transac- | doing a re asonably sound and healthy business so far as its issues are 


s and to a very limited extent, the circulating medium of this | concerned. I say nothing of deposits, because they will not affect 
utry. The great mass of the business of the country has always | the general proposition. The extent to which any bank exceeds this 
heen done through the medium of paper exchanges. Until the sus- | proportion marks the hazard and risk of its operations. The Comp 
pension of specie payments in 1862 all the various forms of credit | troller of the Currency informs us in his report that the ratio of 
represented by paper, which passed and circulated from hand to hand | specie and of legal tender, which by the fiat of the Government stands 
n the transaction of the business of the country as money, were based | as specie to circulation of the national banks, for eight years past 
vold and silver, represented those metals, and were interconvert- | has been 45.5, a small fraction over 2 to 1. Still, suecessful but very 





ible with them. ‘The bulk and mass of the coin of both metals have | hazardous banking has been done on an issue of $3 of paper to $1 of 
been the banking basis of the country, locked in bank vaults as the | reserved redemption fund. Assuming, then, an issue of $3 to $1 on 
foundation and guarantee of solvency of the paper which constituted | the $200,000,000 of gold, and it gives $600,000,000 of paper. To this 


the real circulation add $50,000,000 of subsidiary silver coin authorized by law and nearly 


Lil 


The volume of paper thus doing the duty of money in the country | all now in circulation. This volume of $650,000,000 will give to our 
must, of necessity, depend upon the coin basis upon which it is pred- | population, estimated at forty-five millions, $14.20 per capita. 
} 


icated, Which guarantees its solvency and is held in readiness for its Chese figures, when compared with the per capita circulation of 
redemption. W henever the volume is inflated beyond a just propor- | England, France, and Germany, tell their own story of the ruinous 


tion to the coin reserves, the paper becomes unsafe, and contidence, | depreciation of property on the one hand and enormous appreciation 
so essential to healthy commerce and financial prosperity, gives place | of money rendered so scarce on the other, which must ensue. And yet 
to distrust. And, on the other hand, when the coin basis is too nar- | it is almost certain that, in this estimate, the gold basis is very con 
row to support the volume of paper necessary to do the business of | siderably above what it actually will be, while the issue of paper is 
the country, scarcity of money, with its long train of distressing evils, | dangerously large for the gold estimate 

of shrinking values, and consequent general disaster, inevitably en- The honorable Secretary of the Treasury in his late report, although 
sucs. Hence the necessity for a coin basis which shall be broad | strongly urging an adherence to the resumption policy, admits the 
enough to be fully adequate to the maintenance in the public confi- | more than possibility of a crisis, and recommends to Congress legis 
dence of a volume of paper currency commensurate with the wants | lation inadvance of resumption preparatory foracontingeney in which 
of the country. specie payments may have to be suspended. 

While other causes have centributed measurably to produce the In a@ specie-paying country, Mr. President, the amount of coin 
bankruptey, ruin, and distress now pervading this country, the prin- | held must, and always will as it always has, control the volume 
cipal, leading cause, one, too, which has aggravated all the others in | of circulating paper. Whatever may be the character of the paper, 
my judgment, has been the striking down by the Government of one- | whatever its device, however contrived, which purports to be based 
halt of the banking capital of the country in the demonetization of | on or redeemable in or which promises to pay coin, it is amenable to 
silver and a merciless contraction of the volume of paper circulation | an inexorable law which fixes the proportion of paper to coin which 
todimensions which shall conform it to the other half or the single | may be safely used. A paper promise to pay money redeemable under 
gold standard. By this process the value of gold has been nearly | the single standard of gold means gold dollars, and however circui 
doubled and the creditor and capitalist enriched, and in the forced | tous the road may be to the place where the actual gold ought to be, 
scarcity of money the burdens of the debtor have been enormously | it will be traveled, and if the gold is not there to respond, want of 
increased through the shrinkage in value of his property and means | confidence, suspension, and collapse will inevitably result. 
of paying. The laborer has fared even worse, for not only have wages The suspensions of great governments have usually occurred unde 
shared the general decline, but the demand for labor has fallen off | the pressure of great national exigencies—usually war and revolu 
until the laborer is fortunate who can find employment even at the | tions. It was one of these which caused the present suspension of 
reduced rates this Government. ‘To suspend in time of profound peace, as the hon 

No sensible man, who has money which is rising in value, will in- | orable Secretary apprehends we may have to do after the anticipated 
vest in property which is declining. To hoard money now isto make | resumption, will be most extraordinary and unusual. The confession 
the most profitable possible use of it. Hence the stagnation and | of its possibility, not to say probability, by this high official, of itself 
paralysis of trade and enterprise throughout the country. In 1866, | should condemn and arrest a further advance in execution of the re 
when the policy of contraction of the currency now progressing was | sumption policy if the many other unanswerable reasons for doing 
inaugurated, the paper circulation of the United States was, about | so did not exist. That the honorable Secretary’s apprehensions are 
as near as I can arrive at it, in the neighborhood $1,200,000,000. Esti- | well founded Ihave no doubt, and no greater calamity can befall the 
mating our population at this time to be forty-five millions, if we had | country, or one more destructive of that confidence so necessary when 
in circulation the same amount of paper now it would give about $26 | in the future it will be wise to attempt specie resumption, than to 
per capita. England has a money circulation of $28 per capita ; France | make a disastrous failure now. 

344 per capita, and Germany $24 per capita." Under the contraction But, Mr. President, if no such danger as this existed and success 
policy our circulation has been reduced since 1866, so that on the 3d | were assured, the restriction of the volume of circulation to six o1 
of December, 1877, the Comptroller of the Currency in his report says, | seven hundred millions wil be murderous upon the business inter 
there are now in circulation, or were at the date of his report: ests of the country, as is too plain from the evidences of distress 


Of national-bank notes .........---..-. -ceceee. on eet a 8319. 919.599 | around us now. ‘The people need money with which to make money 
Of greenbacks , ccteasaemalaacbedah . ashes ; 351, 340, 288 | to pay their own and the public debts. jusiness, enterprise, every 
Of subsidiary silver coin, say.........-...... : 40,000,000 | thing, needs the stimulus of a larger cirenlation. Twelve hundred 





. llior lh ‘an be healthfully and protitably absorbed without ir 
Making our entire cireilation...... e a 710, 559.797 | ion dollars can be healthtully and pro ny a » ! 


flation in the business of this country. Less will fail fully to vitalize 
An average of $15.35 p: capita for our population, a small fraction | its suspended energies, to arouse its dormant industries, and put in mo 
over one-third of the per capita in France and but little more than | tion the forces which should occupy the various fields open to active 
half that in England and Germany. And, it must be remembered, | enterprise, to employ the labor now idle, and develop the productive 
that contraction is still going on, and if the resumption law is not | capacities of the country. It would give our population an average of 
repealed that the legal-tenders, or greenbacks as they are called, | $26 per capita. Considering the population in 1866, when this amount 
must be reduced to $300,000,000 and the national-bank notes in the | was in circulation and contraction commenced, and its increased pro 
same proportion by January 1, 1679, making an additional reduction | portions now, it gives a considerably smaller per capita than it did 











of nearly or quite $100,000,000 of the present aggregate of the circu- then. 

lation. The latest report of the Comptroller of the Currency fixes Nor had reeuperation then commenced in the South. The ruin of 
the whole amount in public and private hands of gold, in coin and | the war had been followed by complete stagnation of all business. 
bullion, in the United States at $15,000,000. The corrupt plundering State governments warned capital away from 





sury that country, and very little money was in circulation in any of those 


The public debt statement of February 1 shows in the Trea 
It | States. Under changed conditions in that country, with good gov- 


oin, (but whether gold or silver is not stated,) $126,882,989.47. 





shows coin liabilities against this which may be presented for pay- | ernment, restored confidence, reviving industries, and renewed pro- 
ment on any day, amounting to $60,193,465.52, which, deducted from | ductiveness, it would, without having enough for prosperous busi- 





the coin, leaves $66,689,523.95. In his last report the Secretary of the | ness, absorb every dollar of the excess over a healthy circulation of 








Treasury seems to indicate $100,000,000 as the gold coin reserve upon the money at that time ry the cirenmstance mentioned 
which a resumption of specie payments under the existing law is | within the limits of the l State | poke ra would have been 


to be inaugurated on the Ist day of January, 1879. As I understand | relieved by the return of « erce a t tiou of confidence in 


the resumption law, it means that from and after the date named | the Southern States without retiring one dol {the cirenlation of 1866. 
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According to all the rales of s ul ar cousel 
President, $500,000,000 of gold are a necessa 
of $1.200.000,000 Where are wet 


‘ 1 
te tor a Vol 


of currence in the vast 








ply of gold to sustain such a circulation or even a smaller volume 
anyt ike equal to the Wants oL the country 

Of course, not having it ourselves, we must get it from those who 

} f ul will exchange it for something that we can spare. In 

ords, except the products of our own mines, which are not 

hu om rh to be a very important factor considering this sub 


cir average annual product having been for 
t 832,000,000, our sole rema 





{ 


nN resource Lo! 





he acquisitior 
our exports The last report of the Secretary o the Treas 

this to be t poor reliance, lot which he tells us that our 

‘ { past vear exceeded the imports | S166.5239.000, Te S 

at our exyports « i silver coin exceeded the irno- 

‘ 37 000 In respon toa Senate resolution in 1876, the 
‘ iry of the Treasury submitted a re rt containing among ofl 
th report of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics which stat 

! rom the 30th of June, 1845, to the same day in 1575, a period of 
twent ven years, the net coin product of our mines and the ue oi 





ports torether exceeded our coin exports only =405.670.000 


Dhese figures aré ifficientiv unpromising, but w 





ered that more than §100,000,000 of gold must be sent annu {4 
re countries, to hich our liabil i 


i ity is fixed and cert 





abou hich there is no « tine to pay interest on that portion 
of ebtedness of tl co ry in toreign hands, the utter im 
pract abilit ot specie 1 imption does seem demonstrated. ihe 
failure of one crop in the South or West (and crops do sometimes 
fail) would turn the balance « he export and import account against 
us and the Governme! would be compelled to sell bonds for 
the would bring in gold to yr Intere on the publie debt or sus 
pend payment The great gold standard countries of Europe f 
i . market for our exports In 1876 Great Britain alone receives 
=370,000,000 of the exports out of S500,000,000, chieily agricultura 
It is estimated tha inere ar 00,000,000 of gold in France, 
= 00 000 001 Germany, and 3650,000,000 in the British isles. Neither 
have more than they actually need; Germany not so much he 
‘ y half It is with these powerful nations that we must con- 
tt { do with which to enter upon and maintain specie pay- 
th the advantage on their side of being in possession of the 
ted And, Mr. President, they will keep it. We are depend- 
mC entirely on those countries for a market for our exports 


e bring gold, and the powerful tinancial agencies 


o nized there will always protect thos 


COUDTTrIES a 
f gold, and throw upon the producers of this country 





} 
CS O1 LOSS 


y could be possible to us u 





une he most favorable circumstances, which I do not for one 
ent believe, yet, with the first approac h « 
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London, Berlm, Paris, and An 

















1@ Vast interests in their keeping, while our people would be left 
he fury of the storm Hear what Mr. Boutwell, afterward Secre- 
( he Treasury, said in 1°74 of the probability of obtaiming 
ope even for United S onds, so highly prized for 
estment Referri to ropo to transfer $21,000,000 of 
old from London to this counta 
4 j ] i} t adil rT cun com 
the I l el 1 
ot tit I t l ) n 
pave pledge that the « \ 
Lit in the bonds of the U nite tate 1 we oil a 1@ Tha ot 
I We were compelled to « it was the inte t of t ‘ I 
ty ould do so. | “Se We I tt ( vl ¥ did wa the 
l \ i t I tes t cer ul fina pow of 
i i 1 it ov Pp icy } i ittllo mi OL ¢ V 
1 on ¢ tl continent « i an md 
‘ l« t l W l we 1 t | 1M should be 
w, the bonds of tl United States vy bo exe ded f tock 
é I ancial « Il e ar the 1 e gl t banks of Europe « Vv 
( 00 hn apecit Lhat specie isl l their 
ness and with reference to tl reat transac tween 
ries of the cx nent of Europe and ¢ v put 
dis] “zing the authors of these propositions, t! to 
waste time upon legislation lool n t dire Ol t known 
We recovered at Geneva a i against 1.000 
\ is claim w mat ng el I and Great 
I 1 the Gov ne! interpo ind dip] irangements 

x the State Department } opera. ing upe he I sury Department, s¢ 

the transfer of securities. and oided the transtf of coin In the pres 

‘ ot « lacts, 1s it to be as 1 ‘ 1 © can go into the mart 
h a of the we and purcha < it! ( ‘ I m four. three, ty or 
me hunds moilbic o ne yy ‘ 

Facts like these narrated in this extract speak vol es on thissub- 
ject, and show more plainly than any argument ec: as long as 
the efforts, singly or combined, of the great ba king institutions of 
kurope can prevent it, our gold 3s will not come from tha 
quarts hese lnstitutions contro ‘ circulation in Europ 

i 
to a vast extent, and a threatened drain of gold 1 er f » bring 
forth all the it By raising their discounts, ret 
dering moi ree, and el cheapening commodities, which 


they never fail to do when the « el 


tice, they preserve their gold, the sine qua non of their power and ex- 


requires at any cost or sacri- 





mber of years 





nder the single gold stand- 
miversity, the first 


neg of clouds portending tinancial disturbance, the great banks 


sterdam would proceed to take care 
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istence, and the only 

throughout Europe. 
It isa great stake to be fought over and struggled for, a 

odds are all against us if we madly and in defiance of a)}) 


preventive of ruin and universal bankryy: 


rhe +} 
ua the 





















all the 4 
tates of prudence and sagacity attempt specie resumption - a 
gold basis. But if, contrary to all reason and sound caleulaiion « 
should suceced in deriving trom the gold-standard countries of ‘fy 
rope, in which our surplus cotton, cereals, timber, petroleum, t = 
pork, beef, rice, &c., are arketed, the great mass of gold necesa, 
to maintain specie payments in the United States and keen 3 
would become scarcer and higher in those countries and ~ S 
greater purchasing power, so that the same amount of gold ther 
after would buy a larger amount of our exports. 

In other words, the prices of our surplus products woul rn 
duced to a still lower figure. And this injury would fal! almost en. 
tirely on the producers of the South and West, for our exports ary 
chietiy agricultural. Those sections have a paramoun est ir 
this question. Their products are exchanged for the gold whieh a 
nually pays the interest on the public debt, and are relic 5 
exclusively while continuing to do this; also to furnish go a 
for specie resumption. Any cause which creates an increased ck d 
for gold, such as resumption of specie payments in gold he ould 
do, inereases it purchasing powe! and in a corresponding ratio 
decreases the inarket value of their products, while its debt-paying 
power 1s not uuemented, 

rhe people of those sections have but few gold-interest-bearing 
bonds, but few fixed incomes, but little retired capital, to be: ree 
and made more valuable by the enhancement of gold and the redu 
tion of all other values. On the contrary they are oppr | 
debt, their houses and farms are mortgaged, and their taxes s 
onerous, While their products are not paying 1 per cent. « he cos 
ol production ind becoming lower daily. All these bur«k 
doubled if the project of specie resumption is not at once t l 
Che markets of the South and West have long been given over to 
manufacturing monopolies created by a protective tar é 
cludes all foreign competition, and now the products of their soil and 
lal ure soucht to be made the basis of a policy Whi 
riching others, would complete tl destruction. 


fhe choicest blessings of heaven, which have been shower 


these sections in climate and soil and in productions which feed and 
clothe a large proportion of the world, and which alone ‘ I 
gold from ita possessors if this great wrong is consummated, w 
been turned by the wit of man intoeurses. It is my tirm 


Mr. President, that a return to specie payments at this tin 


basis is utterly impracticable, much less is it possible on 

basis of gold, and that a persistence in the effort to do so i 
with infinite mischief and disaster to every interest ot 

lt it were poss ble for the effert to be successful it would i 
the financial system of Europe only to receive its disadvantage 
would subject the valuation of labor and property in this coun 

the will of halfa score of gold kings in Europe, ai 


led by bond 
lies in America 


to be elevated or depressed at their pleasure, ! 
wonld subordinate American interests to European domin 
We have seen a “corner” on gold and a “ black Frid 





a 





threw this whole country into consternation for the time, prodaced | 








a few reckless Wall-street speculators, aid should be warned of the 
danger of subjecting the vast interests of this country tot ) 
of a foreign combimation, tremendous in resources, unequaled in tinan 
cial sagacity, and unserupulous in the attainment of ends 

Lam one of those who believe, Mr. President, in hard mon ‘ 
and silver, or, what is the same thing, paper based on and recdes Li 
n gold and silver. Gold and silver are he money of the world. ( S 
of those metals measure values everywhere, are current every whet 
They survive the revolutions aud o®erthrow of governments which 
make and stamp them, and are equally valuable after as betore. Tix 
are intrinsically valuable because they represent the labor and skill 


sary to produce the:y, justas a bushel of wheat does. Irredeem 
able paper lmohey or promises to pay have ho intrinsic value and are 
only jocaleurrency. ‘They die with the corporations and governments 
which make them. They are usually the creation of revolutions and 
wars, alv ‘choice. What were Texas red 
backs worth after her successful revolution? What were the notes, 
issued under the authority of Congress during the American R« l 
tion worth after the Independence of this country was achieved 
What are confederate notes worth? 


ws of necessity, never of 





What are the greenbacks or redbacks or graybacks, or whatevet 
they are called, of Turkey now worth? All valueless, but 
and silver coin owned by those governments or coined and stam 
by them, wherever found, are as valuable as ever and current any 
where subject to discount for abrasion only. But while I favor 
earliest possible return to specie payment, I recognize the fact that 
this is not the time to inaugurate that policy. 

Staggering under a load of debt unprecedented in the anna 3 Ol 

tory as are this Government and people, with the wounds oz the 
rreatest war of modern times yet unhealed and its immense cestru 
tion unrepaired, one half of the country just fairly beginn 
recover from a desolation so complete and a social CG : 
upheaval so elementary and radical that reason, experience, ane 
philosophy confessed its future unfathomable, the whole bedy politic 
enfeebled and prostrated by the natural reaction from the high ten- 
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f nerve and sinew and fevered energy which bore it through | CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


t conflict of arms and the but little less wasting one not only 

















































T T Y , - > ~ 
grea . DUNNELL. Irise to a correction of the Journal am inco 
South but the whole country of parties and sections during . ‘ } eee eer Tey eJournal. I “eet 
spuuees ‘ 2 . 4 . . = I rey rted as hav ing present da petition for an appropriation 
trnction, this country is in no condition to bear the ills and f a. weeuaal ne intl ) Dp 
recoustru ee er coulis tana : ca pyla |} for a post-road from Duluth to Pigeon River, when the fact is I re- 
f « remorseless contraction and a hard, grinding resumption. ' a ties iets , : 
f : / ; l » porte at petition back from the Committee on Commerce and 
It needs repose and time to recuperate, to recreate its wasted sub- | yy, } AK e 1: ; ‘ , 
t n . . . c mover at committee | discharge: rom its further consideration, 
nd reproduce its lost values. It needs to be led back to the ‘or ; : 
: 2 | Mcamnn Aanaeked 4 ; ; ul the same be referré t Co ittee on the Post-Office and 
tional methods of finance departed tre e dire Post-] in cath ceil aia ; 
tering exige ~ fr a great fight or ist apps > re ae 5 } . 
tering exX1gencit ot grea ‘= for ™ phe SPEAKER. Phe Journal will be e« rected accordingly 
i easy stages over the least rugged pa by the least Phe. Journela were thi , : 
neans. True statesmanship would not rane the ° 
ind dwarfed the efforts of this people at recuperation by EGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 
them down to the Procrustean bed of a contracted and in Mr. JONES, of Ohio. I demand the regular order of business. 
t circulation, nor would it have attempted to foree the coun- Phe SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded the House 
attered material and financial condition through wreck | resumes the consideration of the unfinished business of Friday last, 
nd disaster to meet the great issue of specie resumpti Which is the motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fort) to] 
and disa > ] > t j tay 
went resumption can never be reached by the arbitrary con on the table the motion of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Hun 
J of a statute. rON] to reconsider the vote by which the House rejected a bill (H. 
fhe existing policy for resuming on an exaggerated estimate of R. No. 1595) for the relief of W. H. Newman and L. A. Van Hoffman. 
r 000 of gold, when not less than $500,000,000 are necessary, if Mr. HUNTON. I rise to’a parliamentary inquiry. Is it in order 
rried out will prove a snare and adelusion. The first breath of | for me to state that if » motion to lay upon the table is voted down 
the tirst wave of distrust, will sweep away the whole fabric | and the motion to reconsider is agreed to it will be followed by a 
f the country in ruin. When specie payments are safely | Motion to recommit the bill to the Committee of the Whole? 
the resumption must come through silver remonetization, a The SPEAKER. In case the motion to lay upon the table the 
s suflicient to guarantee the solvency of a paper circulation | Motion to ree msider the vote by which the bill was rejeeted does not 
to the business of the country, which one of the metals | prevail, then of course the motion of the gentleman from VY irginia 
e cannot give, through revived industries, increased productions, | come 3 up to reconsider the vote by which the bill was rejected. 
, resturation of prosperity to the States now impoverished, a renewal | Mr. HUNTON. If that be agreed to it will be followed by a motion 
of that system of exchange of products known as foreign commerce, | to recommit the bill to the Committee of the Whole. 
prohibitory tariff has well-nigh destroyed, and a systematic | The SPEAKER. In case the motion to reconside1 prevails it will 
rt for its extension, through increased and cheaper transportation | be in order for the gentleman to make that motion to recommit to 
for agricultural products, through the opening of new farms and new | the Committee ot the Whole. The question now pending is on the 
esand the establishment of new founderies and factories, through | motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table 
se and discriminating economy in the administration of the Gov- he House divided; and there were—ayes 104, noes &> 
I t which shall reduce expenses to reasonable and proper pro- | Mr. HUNTON demanded the ve ind nay 
\ portions, but foster wiéh a generous hand within constitutional limits Che yeas and nays were ordere 
enterprises of national importance, and especially those which will Che question was taken ; and it was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 
stimulate into activity the great producing capacities of the South; | 120, nays 119, not voting 47; as follow 
1 word, the power to resume must come from a general, national YEAS—1% 
prosperity whi hshallswell the volume of ourexports and turn back | Aldrich Con iit 7 
the outflow of coin. When resumption comes to us through these | Bacon Covert H bre Rvan 
agencies, and not until then, it will remain and abide with us. Bagley, — Cox, Jacob D Hungerford Sampson 
Mr. INGALLS. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- Baker voan HH 2 Crapo A tner Happ 
la: < “ei Baker, William H. Cumming J ; tor 
on of executive USI ae Ballou Cutler I Fran lenberge 
ir. McDONALD. Mr. President—— | Banning Danford lones, John S Sinnickson 
Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator from Indiana will give way, I move | Bayne Darrall, Jeyee, = Smit h, A. Hert 
/ that the Senate do now adjourn. a — 2 ae Horace ae te 
: “ : . . i acs ls eering Ketcham Starir 
Mr. INGALLS. I think my motion is pending. Bouck Readies Killinger Seeman 





| Mr. HAMLIN. A motion to adjourn takes precedence. Boyd Dickey Lander bn W 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SAUNDERS in the chair.) A mo- | Bragg Dwight Lathrop t oseph ¢ 


Brentano Ellsworth Maish str 


























tion to adjourn takes precedence. : Poa woe: 
Mr. INGALLS. I understand there are certain messages which it eg — — 
speak matt vane anit” — ' ms en rigg Evans, James | fayhar Phot 
is desirable should be referred; but in order to enable the Senator | Bro Fort McCook Vipt 
from Indiana to obtain the floor on the pending bill I will withdraw | Browne Foster McGowa i 
my motion. |, Burchard Fuller : 
7 ° 4 } DUraick (yi0Vel V 
Mr. MCDONALD. Mr. President—— | Butler Hal Vait 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana is recog- | Caldwell, W. P Hamilton V 
nized as entitled to the floor. Calkins ERRRM, ; 
* Mr. INGALLS. Now I move that the Senate proceed to the con- | &™ Hardenbergh - 
sideration of executive business. | ( D 
Mr. HAMLIN. Now, Mr. President, I move that the Senate do now | ¢ \ 
adjourn. ( LA ) G 
rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The first motion is that the Senate ; . ; I a Oy : : 
go into executive session ( Rec 
Mr. HAMLIN. No, the first motion is that we adjourn. ( 8 Robinson G ) 
Che PRESIDING OFFICER. The first motion was made by the TAYS—11 
Senator from Kansas. Aiket Knapp 
Mr. HAMLIN. But in the order of precedence the motion to adjourn | Atkin t I lilton 
is first to be put. Beeb I ! 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair was going to state that Bel ; Evil . 
that motion having been made, it is next moved that the Senate | 7 Ewir ; 
sdjourn. I Felt I 
Mr. INGALLS. I know this motion is not debatable, but I wish | Bl Kield : : 
the Senator from Maine would permit a very brief executive session on ae 
for special reasons. It will not require over five minutes at the ¢ Py | 
side, Lb I 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is not debatable. The | ! ; 
juestion is on the motion to adjourn. ri ; 
The motion was agreed to, there being on a division—ayes 21, noes | « ell, J \ 
17; and (at five o’clock and six minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned le ( 






HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonDAY, February 11, 1878. Culbersor H 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. | ! 


W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journals of Friday and Saturday last were read. 
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NOT VOTING—47 
Garfield Lockwood 
Harmer Lynde 
Harris, Benj. W Mackey Pucker 
Harris, Henry R Mc Mahon Walker 
Harrison Muller Ward 
Hazelton Norcross W hitthorne 
Henry O'Neill Williams 
Jorgense! Phelp Wil 
Keifer Pugh Wre 
Kell Quinn Wright 
Kin l Raine Young 


Lapha Robert 


Smith 


Willian 


Stenger 


Andrew 


liams, Richard 


So th 


e motion to reconsider Was laid on the table 
During the vote, 

Mr. CALDWELL, of 
detained at home by 

Mr. BELL. My colleague, M1 
account of sickness in his family, 
tive, 

Mr. PRIDEMORI lam re quest d to state that my colleague 
WALKER, is detained from his seat by | 

Mr. HARTRIDGE. 
House by sickness. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. On this question I am paired with the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD,] who, if present, would vote in 
the affirmative while I would vote in the negat 

Mr. TUCKER. Iam paired with the 
[Mr. LapuHaMm.] I would vote “ no’ 
he would vote “ ay. 

Mr. COLI Iam paired with Mr. 
political que , and not re 
the votes I have heard, 

Mr. BANKS. 
Mr. PHELPS 

Mr. HOUSI 

Phere 

Mr. HOI 

Mr. FRY! ] 
man from Pennsylvania, M1 


The vote w 


Pennesst said: My colleague, Mr. YOUNG, 
sickness 


H ARRIS, who is absent by leave on 
would, if present, vote in the nega- 


’ Mr. 
sickness in his family. 


My coll ague, Mi is detained from 


COOK, 


the 


ative. 
gentleman from New York, 
if he were here, and I presume 


KIMMEL, of Maryland, on all 


stions 
I shall \ 


Iam paired with the gentleman from Connecticut, 


ote * ay 


I ask leave to record my vote 


was no objec tion 


Sk. I vote in the negative 


withdraw n as 1 am paired with the 


vote, 


O'NEILI 


as then announced as above recorded. 


LINCOLN’'S 


Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to submit 

m the Joint Committee on the Library 
rhe Clerk read as follows 

J Committ« n tl ibrary having be 

1 Congress to mak« nuts for the 

mgress by ‘ lizabeth 

in pursuance 


EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. 


n instructed by the joint resolu 
ed to ¢ on Tuesday, the 12th of Feb 
red the painting to be placed in 
pitol, and provided for such pre 


10m pson 

iid resolution ord 

und conspicuous place it he ( 

lowing prograt é 

s to meet in the Hall of the House at two o'clock p. m. on Tues 

February the ceremony shall take place Hon. JAMES A 

», and Hon. A. H. Sreruens, of Georgia, will make remarks ap 

to the occasion ; the donor of the picture, Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson 

ort, and the artist, Mr. F. B. Carpenter, to be privileged the floor of 
iring the ceremony 


AKER. The ¢ 


to the Sena 


where 


liouse d 
The SPI 
communicate 
New Yor! 

Mr. COX, of New York 
the Library on the part of the 
matter to the Senate. 

Phe SPEAKER. The 


committer 


e the report made by the gentleman from 


Senate will communicate the same 


que stion 


rhe re port of the committee was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


rhe SPEAKER rhe 


past one o¢ loc k 


morning hour begins at twenty-five minutes 
This being Monday, the first business in order is the 
call of States and Territories, commencing with the State of Maine, 
for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference to ap- 
propriate committees. Under this call joint resolutions and memo- 
rials of State and territorial Legislatures are in order. 


PORT OF BATH, MAINE. 


Mr. FRYI 
port of B 
tim 
be printes 


097 of the 
ith, in the State of Maine; 


referred to the 


ction 2990 to 2 Revised Statutes, inclusive, to the 
which was read a first and second 
Ways and Means, and ordered to 


Committee of 


SECTION #24 OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3124) to amend section 
824 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT TO QI 


ARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3125) directing the Post- 
master-General to pay the Quartermaster’s Department $16,897.93; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

FORFEITURE OF LAND GRANTS. 
Mr. JOYCE introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No, 108) declaring 


garding this as a political question from | 


| be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL 


the following report | 


formal presentation of the painting | 


any other measure by which 


hair thinks it might be well, perhaps, to | 
Che chairman of the Joint Committee on |} 


s on agreeing to the report of the | 


introduced a bill (H. R. No, 3123) extending the privi- 


forfeited all grants or donations of public lands to railroad 
corporations where the conditions of the grant have been y 
not fulfilled, and appropriating said lands so f > rfeited to t} ae 
actual settlers and to education in the several States and Territ, 
as may hereafter be proviced by law, with protection to bona fig 
chasers; which was read a first and second time, referred to ¢) 
mittee on Education and Labor, and ordered to be printed 


( 


GOVERNMENT OF DISTRICT. 

Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3126) to ame) 
entitled “‘An act for the support of the Government of the [Djs 
of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1872, and { 
purposes,” approved March 3, 1877; which was read a first 
time, referred to the Committee for the District of Coluy 
ordered to be printed. 


JACOB 8S. LOWRY AND GEORGE L. GRAY 


Mr. BANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3127) for the relief of J 


S. Lowry and George L. Gray; which was read a first and seco) 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be pr 


DONALD M’KAY. 


Mr. FIELD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3128) for the relief of Dor 
McKay; which was read a first and second time, referred to the ( 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


RESUMPTION AND REMONETIZATION, 


Mr. EAMES. I present a resolution of the General Assemb]y 
State of Rhode Island in regard to the resumption of specie payment 
and the remonetization of silver. I ask that it may be read 

The resolution were read. 


Mr. EAMES. Iask unanimous 


consent that 


RECORD. 


the resolutic 


Mr. BUCKNER. I object. 

Mr. EAMES. Then I ask that it be printed in the usual form 

The resolution was ordered to be printed, age was referrs 
Committee on Bankig and Currency. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. BUCKNER said: I withdraw the objection to the p: 
the Record the resolution of the General Assembly of the St 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. FOSTER. I renew the objection. 

The objection was subsequently withdrawn, and unanin 
sent was given to the printing of the resolution in the Ri 
It is as follows: 


STATE OF ReopE ISLAND, &C., IN GENERAL Ass 


January Ses 
Resolution in regard to the resumption of specie payments and ot 
Resolved, (the honorable senate concurring herein,) That our Senators 
sentatives in Congress be requested to continue to use their best end 
mote any and all measures looking toward the resumption of specie pa 
the United States at the earliest moment possible and to resist any 
peal the law known as the “resumption act of 1875," and in particular 
the so-called Bland silver bill now pending in the Senate of the United S 
silver coinage may be made legal tender t 
ited extent; and that the secretary of state be, and he hereby is, directed 
copies of this resolution to the several Senators and Representative 
through the mail 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a resolution passed | 
Assembly of the State of Rhode Island, &c., January 31, A D. 1878 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the s 
State aforesaid, this 3lst day of January, A. D. 1878 
[SEAL.] JOSHUA M. ADDEMA? 
s ret 


GEORGE T. MARSHALL 


Mr. WAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3129) forthe relief of George 
T. Marshall, late collector of customs at Stonington Connect 


i which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 


on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
RESUMPTION 


Mr. LANDERS. I present resolutions of the General Assembly ot 
the State of Connecticut, with reference to the repeal of the resump- 
tion act and the Bland silver bill. I ask that the resolutions be read 

The resolutions were read. 

Mr. LANDERS. I ask unanimous consent that the resolutions may 
be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. LANDERS. Then I move that they be printed in th 
form and referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency) 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee on Bankit 
Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

The objection was subsequently withdrawn and unanimous 
sent was given to printing the resolutions in the Recorp. Tl: 
as follows: 


AND REMONETIZATION, 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT, OFFICE OF 


General Assembly 


SECRETARY OF 5 
January Sessic i.J 


House joint resolution No. 11—Concerning public credit. 
Resolved by this Assembly, That we condemn any attempt to postpont 
for the resumption of specie payment now provided by the act of ¢ 
Resolved, That we disapprove any legislation which shall in any way te! 
pudiate any portion of the public debt; that we are opposed to the Bland 
called) pow pending before Congress. 


Resolved, That we request our representatives in both branches of Congr 
oppose the measure 
































rT » secretary be requested to forward a copy of these res ions 
Senator 1 Representative from this State in Congress 
nuary 30, 1878 
ETARY OF STATE, 
State of Connecticut, 8s 
that the foregoing is a true copy of record in thi ‘ 
hereof I have hereunto set my hand and aflixed the seal of said 
a d, this 31st day of January, A. D. 1878 
DWIGHT MORRIS 
Secret fs 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING, ET¢ 
ILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3123 in 
the Government printing, binding, electrotyping, engra\ 
typing and lithographing: which was read a first and 
referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered to le 


LIEUTENANT T. B. MASON 
VILLIS, of New York, also introduced a joint resolution 
100) authorizing Lieutenant T. B. M. Mason, United States 
accept a medal conferred by the King of Italy for extin 
i fire in a powder-ship ; which was read a first and 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 


M. 





MARGARET MILLS. 


Mr. DWIGHT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3131) granting a pension 
Margaret Mills, widow of Madison Mills: which was read a first and 
i time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and o1 


red to be printed. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL P. T. SWAINE. 

McCOOK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3132) for the relief of 
nt-Colonel P. T. Swaine, Fifteenth United States Infantry; 
as read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 

itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE WASHINGTON 

MAYHAM (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3133) to 

provide a commission to report a plan for the drainage and sewerage 

of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, and for other purposes ; 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for 

t of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT COLUMBIA. 

MAYHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3134) prov iding for 

justment of claims against the District of Columbia, and for 

which was read a first referred to 


MI 


Oo! AND GEORGETOWN. 


LIstric 


Oo! 





' 
M 
en 


purposes ; and second time, 








Committee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
CHANGE OF NAME, 
Mr. CUTLER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3135) to 
e the name of the steam-yacht Lilla to Maid of the West; 
as read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
( merece, and ordered to be printed. 


GENESEE DISTRICT, NEW YORK. 
Mr. HART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3136) to amend section 
: {f the Revised Statutes of the United States, extending the 
ndary of the district of Genesee, in the State of New York, to 


ad a first and se« 


and ordered t 


e western line of Orleans County ; which was re 
, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


ba Tht 








SINKING FUND. 
Mr. MACKEY introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 110) in ref 
rence to the sinking fund provided for the paying of the national 





debt; which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. MACKEY. I ask that the joint resolution be read. 
lhe joint resolution was read, referred to the Committee « 


ud Means, and ordered to be printed. 
AMERICAN 

MACKEY also presented a joint resolution of Legislature 

of the State of Pennsylvania, in reference to American commerce, 

and moved that the same be referred to the Committee on Com- 

, and be printed in the REcorpD. 

here was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
rl} joint resolution 1s as follows: 


f W 


COMMERCE. 


Mr the 


merce 


IN THE SENATE, Januay 1,1 


merchant marine of the United States has, by 
become reduced to such an extent 
ed under the control of other nations 
efforts are now being made to revive thi mportant 
| prosperity by our own citizens; Therefore, 
olved, (if the hor That Senator 

requested to give their support and infiner 
tend to restore American commerce, and especially to favor the 





r causes 
and 


N 
i t se concuy oul nd Represent: 


ress be ce to su 








contracts by the Post-Oflice Department for carrying the mails in American 
vessels, at lair rates of compensation, betwee Uni st ltl 
eign 1 ns with which it is desirable to promote commercial relat I 





co-operate with our own Government in the er 





ill e« terp 
Extract from the journal of the senate 
rHOMAS B. COCHRAN 
Ci ( I 
IN THE House or REPREs! A 
he foregoing resolution and preamble concurred in 
WILLIAM ©. SHURLOCK 


Chief Clerk 
D. 1 


H f Representat 
Approved the 6th day of Februar 


A 
J. F. HARTRANFYT 


ch measures as 


making of 
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VE CHAMBI 
I Februar 1 
s I ffect t pur} t I have the honor t 
ward la I 8 
HARTRANF' 
He \. Mact 
} D. ¢ 
RAINEY sé ( BALI 
Mr. HARMER I et Rt. N 3137) for he relief of 
Rais Son & Archbald: whiel ul a first and second time, re 
ferred to the ¢ u ( Navy ‘ ad ordered to be printed 
ARREA NSION 
Mr. HARMER also introduced al H.R. No. 3138) to grant arrears 
of increase of ye to all pv ! o hav st a limb or limbs 
whi nthe s ce ot Unit Ss ce March 4, 1861; which 
W ead a firs Ll second time ferred to the Committee on Invalid 
Ve ons, and ore | 
‘ —\I i 
Mr. MITCHELL introd H. R.N 130) gra gy a pen- 
on to George Sn i val i vi i re 














AMERICAN COMMERCI 

Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, pr ted joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Penns nia, urging Congress to adopt 
measures to restore American co d espe illv to favor the 
carrying « foreign sin American-buil essels hich was re 
terreat to the Committee on Com ree 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT BALTIMORI MARYLAND 

Mr. SWANN int luced al ik. N 140) to provide for 
erection of suitable building ~ the post ‘ the cit 
of Baltimore, Maryland; which was read a first and second time, 1 
ferred to the Committee on P 1 ( ad Ground al, h 
the accompanying memoriais of the mayor and city cou lof Balt 
more, ordered to be printed 

Mr. WALSH introduced a 1 H. R. No. 3141) f e relief of I 
Stake, of Williamsport, Maryland ; wl was read a tirst and second 
time, referredto the Committee on War ¢ 1 ordered to be 
printed. 

Db. CASTI I 

Mr. WALSH also introduced re. eed 14 or the relief 
of ss. D. Castleman, of Geor ) ( . vhich was 
read a first and second time, referred to the ¢ nimnittee on War Claims, 
ind ordered to be printed 

MATI 

Mr. WALSH also intr mJ 143) fo elief 
of Matthew Summer which was rea lirst and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pens , and ordered to be printed, 

DISTRIBUTION ¢ EEDS, PLANTS, ET¢ 

Mr. PRIDEMORE introduced a | H. R. No. 3144) to provide for 
the distribution of seeds, plants, &c., and tor the reports in reterence 
thereto: which was reada fi ‘ cond time, referred to the Com 












Mr. HUNTON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3145) grant 
ing ®@ pension to Mary Sede . idow of S Sedg ick, a deceased 
soldier ; which was read a first and s ime, referred to the Com 
mittee on Invalid Pension ind ordercd to be printed 

? 
CHARLES I 1 ‘OTTSWOOD., 

Mr. GOODE introduce | H. R. No. 3146) to remove the polit 
ical disabilities of Charles I 1.8 swood,of Virginia; which was 
read a first d second me, 1 ( the Committee on t Judi 
ciary, and ordered to be printec 

ELL FARLA 

Mr. SCALES intr ( ! H. R. No. 3147) for the relief of 
Se bal , of H | th Car - which was read a 
first and second time, rete e Committee on War Clain ind 
ordered to be printed. 

HOMES! s INDIA 

Mr. SCALES (by r t da bill ( H. R. No. 3148) to allot 
] t eads to Indians: w read a first and second time, re 
terres e ( ( l 4 rs, and ordered to be printed 

\ ,> LN 
Ir. VANCE introduces H. R. No. 3149) granting a pension 
» Nancy Fran] >; whi I a first and second time, referred 
he Committee hi I 1 ordered to be printed 
Pil kb 

Mr. VANCI » Intre H. R. No 150) granting a 
pension to Joseph Ward d second time, 
reterred to tl Commi i I a rdered to be 
printed. 

WILLI j ! 
Mr. VANCI Iso troe ii ! Lol ranting a 
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pension to William Buchanan; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 


OnUN D PREF 
M VANCE also introduced a bill (H. R ‘Oo. 3152) granting a 
o John D. Stree h is 1 Latin ind second time, 
eferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
te 
I. G is 
Mr. VANC1 ) d dal H. R. } l for the relief of 
I. WH. Gree of N Caroli hich was read a first and second 
e. referred to t ( ee of Cla rdered to be printed, 
\M I I LEMIN 
Mr. VANCE also introduced a bill (IL. R. No. 3154) for the relief of 
Samuel H. Fleming, of North Carolina: which was read a first and 
econd time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be | 
printed 


MARION ARTILLERY, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Mr. EVINS, of South Carolina, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3155) to 
horize the Secretary of War to deliver to A. B. Rhett, T. Pine kney 
Lowndes, and others four Nay oleon grulis vith caissons and harness, 
now at Greenborough North Carolina, forthe use of the Marion Artil- 
ery of Charleston, South Carolina; which was read atirst and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 


e printe 


COLONEI 1OHN WINN, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (by request,) introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 3156) for the relief of the heirs of Colonel John Winn; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
vd ordered to be printed 


MARTHA A. ASHBURN, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 3157) for the relief of Martha A. Ashburn, of the District of 
Columbia: which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


COUNT C. PULASKL. 
| 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 3158) for the relief of the heirs of General Count C. Pulaski; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | 
i 
G. E. W. SHARRETTS., 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also (b request )introduced a bill (H. 
R. No 159) for the relief of G. E. W. Sharretts, of the District of | 
Columbia; which was reat tirst and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. | 
ALICE DE GROOT. | 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, also (by request) introduced a bill (H. 
R. Ne Lot to ret ] claim of Alice De Groot ct al., administrators | 
of William Hl. De Groot, deceased, to the United States Court of 
Claims: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 


mittee on the Jus uW il ordered to be printed. 


ARCHIE TUREET 


M IONES., of iu itroduced a bill (H. R. No. 3161) for the | 
relief of Archie Threet : w 1 was read a first and second time, re- | 
ferres he Cor ttee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


RT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. SHELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3162) to abolish the 
ion and to enlarge the jurisdiction of the 

Court of Claims, and for other purposes; which was read a first and 

second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 


to be printed, 


wnerm ciall comn 


AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 


Mr. SHELLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3168) to repeal 
sections 3412 and 3413 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE HARBOR. 

Mr. SHELLEY also intreduced a bill (H.R. No. 3164) to provide for | 
the permanent improvement of Mobile Harbor and to refund certain | 
moneys expended by the county of Mobile for said purpose ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMISSIONERS OF CIRCUIT COURT. 
Mr. SHELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3165) to regulate 
the appointment of commissioners of the cireuit court; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be prints ] 


(i. 


AGATHA O'BRIEN. 
Mr. HERBERT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3166) granting a pen- 
sion to Agatha O’Brien, widow of John P. J. O’Brien, brevet major, 
United States Army ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HERBERT. This bill is accompanied with a letter of General | 
Sherman, which I ask may be read and printed in the Recorp. 
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FEBRUARY 1] 
————_—— 

Mr. THOMPSON. Let it first be read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the letter, but was interrupted by 

Mr. FOSTER, who said: This is exceedingly interesting - ah4 I 
suggest that the further reading be suspended, Pees 

rhe SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object ? 

Mr. FOSTER. Ido; and I want to say that I have objecte, 
morning to the printing of some things in the Recorp, and hay; 
fended some very dear friends; but the printing of these t} 
about $50,000 a year. 

Mr. HERBERT. It will cost no more to finish 
than to print the gentleman’s objection. 

The SPEAKER. The letter can only come in by unanim 
sent. 

Mr. HALE. What has become of the morning hour 

The SPEAKER. This is consuming it. 

Mr. HALE. How did it get in? 

The SPEAKER. The reading has proceeded thus far by unanipo . 
consent. 

Mr. HERBERT. I submit that it is now too late to 











reading 


tion. ——T 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. The gentleman f; 
Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL] reserved the right to object after 1 


paper should be read. 
MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY BUILDINGS. 


Mr. HERBERT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3167) exemptiy 
municipal and county buildings used as such from levy and gale: 


which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committes 


| the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. HOOKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3168) to provide for the 
erection of a public building at Jackson, Mississippi, for 
the district and circuit courts of the United States; for a land 
to preserve the record of entries of public lands; an office for thy 
ister and receiver of the land office; for the collector of the int 
revenue ; for a post-office, and for other Government purposes ; w!] 
was read a first and second time, referred tothe Committee Pul 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


} 


eri 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD, 
Mr. HOOKER also presented a memorial of the Legislature « 
State of Mississippi in favor of the completion of a southern li: 


railway from the east bank of the Mississippi River, near the thirt 
second parallel of north latitude, to the Pacific Ocean; whic! 
referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

Mr. HOOKER. I ask unanimous consent that this memorial, 
is brief, be printed in the REcoRb. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Ohio wishes the Chair to 
understand that he objects to the printing in all these cases, the Chai 
will not annoy the gentleman and the House by putting the re« 

Mr. HOOKER. Do I understand the gentleman from Ohio to « 
ject ? 

Mr. FOSTER. Isthe gentleman specially anxious about this matt 

Mr. HOOKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FOSTER. Then I will not object. 

Mr. HOOKER. Then I hope the Chair will not invoke an obje 1 

Phe SPEAKER. The Chair does not invite objection, but supposec 


that the gentleman from Ohio had objected. 

Mr. HALE. During this call, ought any request for unanimou 
consent to be received by the Speaker? This is clearly a call for 
deiinite purpose, and many members reserve bills which they wish t 
introduce for this hour, rather than tronble the House at other times 
It seems tome that the time devoted to this call ought not to 
consumed in this way. 

The SPEAKER. The position stated by the gentleman from Maine 
is correct, but the Chair has allowed himself to ask unanimous con 
sent, as otherwise gentlemen might think the Chair was going out 
of his way to prevent the enlightenment of the House. But it the 
gentleman from Maine wishes the Chair hereafter to confine this hour 
strictly to the introduction of bills for reference, the Chair will i 
future at his suggestion refuse to entertain any request for unan 
mous consent for printing until after the hour has expired. 

Mr. HALE. I hope that will be done. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will govern himself according!) 

NAVIGATION OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. ROBERTSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3169) to improve 
the navigation and to afford protection and security to the shippu 
trade, commerce, and alluvial lands of the Mississippi River; whic! 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Levees 
and Improvement of the Mississippi River, and ordered to be printed 

LEWIS ALLEN. 

Mr. ROBERTSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No 3170) for the 
relief of Lewis Allen, of the State of Louisiana; which was r¢ ud a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

POLICY OF PRESIDENT HAYES. 

Mr. LEONARD presented a concurrent resolution of the General 

Assembly of the State of Louisiana, expressing satisfaction with the 
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tow of President Hayes; which was referred to the C 
ym in the Civil Service, and ordered to be printed 
IYDROGRAPHK 


mmittee 


SURVEY. 
ELAM presented a joint resolution (H. R. No. 111) providing 
, hydrographic survey of certain bayous and | 
3 read a first and second time, ref 
ree, and ordered to be printed. 


d lakes in Louisian 


rred to the 


SOLOMON ROBINALT. 
E, of Ohio, introduced a 
Robinalt, late private ¢ 
uteer Infantry, from the 

and second time, refer 

rdered to be print dl. 


R. No. 3171) to re 
, Forty-nint l Regim 
desertion; which wa 


Military 


ROBERT M’MURRAY. 
of Ohio, also introduced 
Robert McMurray, late second 
t Ohio Volunteer Infantr 
. referred to the Commit et 
DR. 


CHARLI rUPPER. 


E, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3173) for the 
irles E. Tupper, of Putnam County, Ohio, late a 0 
Vorty-lirst Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; which was 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
and ordered to be printed, , 


EDWIN HEINZEL. 


Mr. RICE, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3174) granting 
, pension to Edwin Heinzel, private Company B, Twenty-third New 
York Cavalry ; which was read lirst and second time, referr to 


he Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


WILLIAM SEARLES. 
Mr. NEAL introduced a bill (II. R. No. 3175) to au 
vy of War to remove the charge 
togrant him an honorable di 
| time, referred 


printed. 
i 


thorize the 
mn William Searles 
charge; which was read a first and 


Committee on Military Affairs, and 


eecre- 


} ion 1 
OL Ges lon ire 


to be 


WILLIAM THOMAS. 


bill (H. R. No. 3176) to authorize the 
, War to remove the charge of desertion from William 

ind to grant him an honorable discharge; which was read 
nd second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
red to be printed. 


also introduced 2 


1 orde 


JOSEPH CARTWRIGHT. 

NEAL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3177) to authorize the 
tary of the Interior to place upon the pension-ro]l the name of 
ph Cartwright; which was read a first and second time, referred 

the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
CUSTOMS DUES IN LEGAL-TENDER NOTES. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 112) 

king customs dues to the amount of one-fourth part thereof pay- 

able in United States legal-tender notes; which was read a first and 

second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 

dered to be printed. 


) 


DANIEL O, SMITH. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3178) for the 
relief of Daniel O. Smith, a private in Company D, Forty-sixth Reg- 

ent Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

INDIAN TRUST FUND. 

Mr. BOONE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3179) to authorize the Sec- 
of the Interior to deposit certain funds in the United States 
iry in lieu of investment; which was read a first and second 


ne, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed, 


JOHN M. HIGGINS. 
Mr. BOONE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3180) for the relief of 
i M. Higgins, Caldwell County, Kentucky ; which was read a first 
nd second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


CLERKS OF DISTRICT AND CIRCUIT COURTS. 


Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3181) limiting the com- 
pensation of clerks of the district and circuit courts where the same 
person holds both offices; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of 
Justice, and ordered to be printed. 


ESTATE OF THOMAS V. STIRMAN, DECEASED. 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3182) for the relief of 
the estate of Thomas V. Stirman, deceased, late of Harrison County, 
Kentucky ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

J. FP. KINNEY. 
Mr. CARLISLE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3183) for the relief 
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Mr. EDEN 
lands granted 


graph lines ; 


| Committee on 


Mr. MORRISON 
John C, Black, lat 
Infantry; which 


Committee 


colonel 
was read 
on Invalid Per 
SWAMP 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of li 
provide for the payment in 1 
| and overtlowed lands in Gall 
| first and second time, referred t 
| to be printed. 
| He also introduced a bill 
ment of the indemnity claim f 
counties of Richland, Saline, J 
Illinois; which was read a ti 


mittee of Claims, and o1 lt 


ered 
SARAH J. RUSSELI 
Mr. HARTZELL introdu 
sion to Sarah J. Russell and Ma 
Hiram G. Harpending, d 
first Regime: 
second tin 
ordered to be 


is Infan 


Mr. HARTZELL 
certain swamp lands to the 
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Mr. HARTZELL also introdu 
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which was read a first and second time, referred to 
ittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
WEBSTER C. SMITH. 


ARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3200) granting a pen- | 
h 


ter C. Smith; which was read a first and second time, re 


» the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
JOHN VAN BUSKIRK 
Mr. TIPTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3201) granting a pension 
to John Van Buskirk, late private in Company I’, Thirty-Ninth Regi 
ment Illinois Volunteers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
pr ted 
JEREMIAH SIMPSON. 
rIPTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3202) for the relief of 
ah Simpson; which was read a first and second time, referred 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
GEORGE FLOURNOY 


a bill (H. R. No. 3203) for 
Jasper County, Missouri; which 


ed to the Committee of Claims, 


JOHN K. HAYWARD AND OTHERS 
LOVER introduced ; i H. R. No. 3204) for the relief of 
Hayward, Ar well, and Goodwin O. Bishop, of Han 
uri, for transporting United States mails: which was 


referred to the Committee of Claims, 


NELSON A. MILES 
roduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
the Northwest: which was read a first 


ine, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 


i secon 
ordered to be printed. 


EIGHTH CAVALRY MISSOURI STATE MILITIA, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3205) for the relief | 


| directed to examine all the records and testimony on file in the Tr 


of certain soldiers of the Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Militar Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
HENRY DYE. 
Mr. BLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3206) for the relief of Henry 
Dye, late private Company B, Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry ; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War | nH. i 
| for holding the terms of the United States district court for t 
| ern division of lowa at Burlington, in said division; whic! 


4 laims, and ordered to be printed, 
JOSEPH A. YOUNG. 

Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 3207) granting a pen- 
sion to JosephA. Young; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

NATHAN STARK. 

Mr. ITTNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3208) for the relief of 
Nathan Stark; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 
Mr. GAUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3209) to extend the pro- 


visions of an act approved March 2, 1855, entitled “ An act for the 
relief of purchasers and locaters of swamp and overflowed lands, and 
for other purposes ;” which was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
CAPTURED AND ABANDONED PROPERTY. 

Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3210) to distribute to 
the several States the proceeds of captured and abandoned property 
remaining in the Treasury; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM PORTER. 


Mr. GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3211) for the relief of | 


William Porter, of Phillips County, Arkansas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM 8. AND ANNIE TURNER. 


GAUSE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3212) for the relief of 
liam 8S. Turner and Annie Turner, of Phillips County, Arkansas; 
1ich was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
ar Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
OSAGE INDIANS. 

Mr. GUNTER iutroduced a bill (H. R. No. 3213) to authorize the 
execution of a resolution of the national council of the Osage In- 
dians; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES MURPHY. 

Mr. SLEMONS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3214) for the relief of 
James Murphy, of Lake Village, Arkansas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Oflice and 
Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed 


| in the Territory of Utah;’ which was read a first and ss 
| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to ly 
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inieepciadaithdadaiiictsin ssn 


MARY L. MOORE, 

Mr. HUBBELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3215) for the 
Mary L. Moore, widow of Robert Moore, and guardian of 1 
son Arthur R. Moore; which was read a first and second ti; 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to he 


ne, refery 
SARAIL SPAULDING. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3216 


|} of Sarah Spaulding, of Bay City, Michigan; which was 1 
|} and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims. ; 


to le printed. 
CASES OF TOTAL DEAFNESS, 
Mr. ELLSWORTH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3217 


pensions in cases of total deafness: which was read a first 


| time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 


be printed. 
COURTS IN UTAH, 
Mr. MCGOWAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3218) to ame 
7 of an act entitled ‘‘An act in relation to courts and judi 


WILLIAM A. COULTER, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R.N 
restore William A. Coulter to his former rank in the Ar 
was read a ftirst and second time, referred to the Committe: 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printe ad. 

CLAIMS AGAINST THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan, also introduced a bill (H 
3220) to provide for the funding of certain certificates of 
ness and claims against the District of Columbia; which 


. : : | first and second time, referred to the Committee for the D 
on A. Miles for his gallant campaign | 


Columbia, and ordered to be printed 
TEXAN CLAIMS. 
Mr. MILLS, by unanimous consent, submitted the fol 


| lution; which was referred to the Committee of Ways a 


Be it resolved by the House of Repre entatives, That the Judiciary ( 


ment in relation to the claims of citizens of Texas under sectior 
May 18, 1872, and report to the House whether the Secretary of t 


| complied with the provisions of said law in the rejection of said claims, ar 
| said claimants are entitled under the provisions of said law to the pay 


claims for cotton seized by the agents of the Government after tl 
June, 1865, and that said committee be authorized to report at ar 
SOUTHERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF IOWA. 


Mr. STONE, of Iowa, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3221) pr 


a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Ju 
and ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. CUMMINGS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3222) to repeal s 
4717 of the Revised Statutes, and for other purposes; which wa 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid I’ 
and ordered to be pr inted. 

MARY SCHLAEGEL. 

Mr. BURDICK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3223) granting : 
sion to Mary Schlaegel, widow of Michael Schlaegel, deceased, 

a private in Company M, Sixth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunt 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committ: 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HORSES, ETC., LOST IN MILITARY SERVICE. 

Mr. OLIVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3224) relating to horses 
and equipmertts lost in the military service of the United States 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee « 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

D. W. DODSON. 

Mr. OLIVER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3225) for the r 
D. W. Dodson; which was read a first and second time, referre 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ROBERT V. BOGART. 

Mr. BRAGG introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3226) for the reliet 
ert V. Bogart; which was read a first and second time, referre: 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

REGULATION OF GAS-WORKS. 

Mr. BOUCK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3227) to amend an 
Congress entitled “An act regulating gas-works,” approved J 
1874: which was read a first and second time, referred to the ¢ 
tee for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR OF REFUGE, LAKE MICHIGAN. 

Mr. BOUCK also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3228) for the cot 
tion of a harbor of refuge at the ou of Sturgeon Bay ant Lake 
Michigan Canal; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

BENJAMIN BUCK. 
Mr. POUND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5229) granting a pension 
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» Benjamin Buck, late a private in Company G, Eighteenth Regi- | State of Nevada; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
t Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second time, | Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be RELIEF! 


ferret 
erred 


OF DISTRICT POOR. 
, SERVILE LABOR. | seliet eaee (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3244) for the 
7 , . ray reher o 16 poor in the District of Columbia and to improve the 
> . -— | > >? t i I 
Mr. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3230) to prohibit con- public grounds; which was read a first and second time, sia to 
Lol servile labor ; which W as read a first and os cond time, the Committee on Appropriations and ord red to be printed 
to the Committee on Education and Labor, and ordered to be | ’ . : 


CAPTAIN OF SCOUTS. 


WILLIAM V. B. WARDWELL. Mr. WELCH also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3245) to create the 
‘¢ . *1) > r oo ce r capt: Ss its: whicl ras reac irst an se ) i . 
Mr. DAVIS, of California, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3231) for the |} office of captain - cen; Was eer La first and second time, 
li | referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


f William V. B. Wardwell; which was read a first and second 


eferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs,and ordered to be printed. 


| ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE FROM COLORADO 
j > ’ "Dp ‘ 1 } > » . 
RELIEF OF CERTAIN SETTLERS IN CALIFORNIA. } Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, introduced a bill (HL. R. No. 3246) 


wer aa . ing the time f selection of Representatives to Conere : 
Mr. WIGGINTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3232) for the relief | sine i eae See ee the election of Representatives to Congress from 
tlers on certain lands in the State of California, and a bill (H. | , a » Fe- 
Pr. No, 3233) to confirm title in the settlers on certain lands in Cali- F 


of Colorado; which was read a first and second time 


ate ) 
t he Committee of Elections, and ordered to be printed. 


ot 
CHARLES ADAMS 
| Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
} 3247) for the relief of Charles Adams; which was read a first and seec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed, 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN NEW MEXICO. 


nia: which were severally read a first and second time, referred to 
« Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES H. DAVIDSON. 
Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3234) for the relief of James 
Hl. Davidson, late colonel One hundred and twenty-second United 


states Colored Troops; which was read a first and second time, re- . E ae : Se : 
ed tothe Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. Mr. area anaes bill (H. nae to contirm certain 
: sal A : private land claims in the Territory of New Mexico; which was read 
iR MBER. ’ ; 
GROwTs OF THRE: a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land 


Mr. STRAIT also introduced a bill (H. R. No. $235) to amend an | Claims, and ordered to be printed 
tentitled “An act to encourage the growth of timber on western 
rairies :”’ which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
ttee on Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY RESERVATION IN ARIZONA, 
Mr. SFEVENS, of Arizona, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3249) au 


cans : ras thorizing the Secretary of War to relinquish and turn over to the 
HASTINGS AND DAKOTA RAILROAD. | Department of the Interior a certain military reservation in the Ter- 
Mr. STRAIT also presented a memorial of the Legislature of the | ritory of Arizona; which was read a first and second time, referred 


State of Minnesota, asking for an extension of time in which to com- | to the Committee on Military Aftairs, and ordered to be printed 


the Hastings and Dakota Railroad ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
JOHN REED. 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3236) granting a pen- 

i to John Reed, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a 

first and second time, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SETTLERS IN MINNESOTA, 

Mr. STEWART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3237) for the relief of 

settlers on lands in Minnesota; which was read a first and second 

», referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 


DR. JOHN A. TONNER 

Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona, also introduced a bill (11. R. No. 3250) 
for the relief of Dr. John A. Tonner; which was read a first and sec 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WARREN HALI 

Mr. FENN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3251) for the relief of War 
ren Hall; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PROTECTION OF MONTANA FRONTIER. 

Mr. MAGINNIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3252) to provide for the 
building of a military post for the protection of the northern frontier 
of Montana; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. Gentltmen not present when their States were 
called will now be recognized. 

THOMAS PARRY. 

Mr. DANFORD introduced a bill (H. R. No, 3253) granting a pen 
sion to Thomas Parry, late a private in Company F, Thirtieth Regi- 
ment Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 


REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS OF LAND OFFICES. 

Mr. STEWART also (by request) introduced a biil (H. R. No. 3238) 
to regulate the salary, fees, and commissions of registers and receivers 
of United States land offices; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

SHIP-CANAL. 

Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3239) to provide for a 
survey of and estimates for a ship-canal with stone sides and bottom, 
from deep tide-water near the mouth of the Mississippi River to Saint 
Louis, Missouri, with branches to Pittsburgh, Chicago, Saint Paul, 
and Omaha; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

MIAMI INDIANS. 

Mr. HASKELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3240) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to pay from the money appropriated from 
the lands of the Miami Indians a certain order made by said Indians; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
l n Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


HORACE E. MULLAN 
Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3254) to restore Horace 
E. Mullan to his original position on the active list as a lieutenant 
commander in the Navy of the United States; which was read a tirst 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 
NEGOTIATION OF COMMERCIAL INSTRUMENTS 

| 

| Mr. HEWITT, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3255) to 


facilitate the negotiation of bills of lading and other commercial in- 


2a 





GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HARPER'S FERRY. struments, and to punish frauds; which was referred to the Commit- 
Mr. MARTIN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3241) authorizing the | tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed 
Secretary of the Treasury, by and with the consent of the Secretary | ADJUDICATION OF PENSION CASES 


of War, to cancel certain contracts for the sale of lots of land made 


Harper’s Ferry in the year 1869 bythe United States, to resell the Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Lask unanimons consent to present a letter 


+ f . . . 4 Feontier NnInissione f Pensior in regard to the adit 
same and sell or lease all other real-estate riparian rights now owned from J. A. Bentley, Comin one! : Pe : | reg ‘a ‘ ju 
Tni . , y 7 rs hi cation o eNSIOL SES vhic ! be referred to th mimit- 
by the United States at Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia; which was dication of pen eee ers ees : : ; » the Comrnit 
] 1 : : ‘ 1 Y ‘ ] NSONns nada orders to lye rrinted 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- | tee on Invalid Pensi , and ordered ] 


iry, and ordered to be printed. The motion was agreed to 


DAVID Hl. MYERS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. WILSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3242) granting a pension Mr. DAVIS, of Califor: I present resoiutions of the C! ber of 
to David H. Myers; which was read a first and second time, referred | Commerce of the city of sa rancisco, California idressec to the 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. members of the Cali ee ee et ee ee ae the Remon 

: etization of silver; and I ask the © printed in the Recorp, and 
rpwar : oe —— : al re referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. WREN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3243) for the relief of D. Mr. EDEN. I object to the printing in the Recorp 
0. Adkinson, postmaster at Virginia City, Nevada; which was read The resolutions were then referred to the Committee on Banking 
4 frst and second time, referred to the Committee on the Post-Office | ang Currenes 
and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. PRINTING TEST 

PUBLIC LANDS IN NEVADA. Mr. PAGE. I am requested e ¢ on Expenditure 

Mr. WREN also presented a memorial and joint resolution of the | the Navy Department to move the test ir tal by that 





Legislature of the State of Nevada relative to public lands in the | committee be printed for the use mittee. 
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y time; 
| supplies without tl 
' 


vhile those 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Here the committee informally rose; and the Speaker 
ommittee of Accounts. sumed the chair, nessage,in writing, from the Pre 


that the House resol his secretaries, who also informed the House that the P: 


tate of the Union aa approved a joint resolution and bill of the following tit! 
Academv bill. The joint resolution (TI. R. No. 85) extending the than 
» accordingly resolved | ZTe88 to Henry M. Stanley ; and 

of the Union, (Mr, | _. The bill (H. R. No. 2479) for the removal of. obstruction 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, and for 1 
of the bill vation of the publi property. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. United States was communicated tothe House by Mr. PRt 


t of the Mili- MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILI 
nd for other The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 
out lines15| Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I do not rise to oppose 
| ment, strictly speaking, but only to make an additional explar 
ion topayas | of what has been suggested by the chairman of the subcor 
When the bill was under discussion last week there seemed 
proposition is | Some misapprehension as to the precise nature of the $900 w! 
the clause under consideration are allowed to the ins 
rned the other | science of gunnery as to other instructors. That mis 
a ‘ h rere were anv ra- | induced me to get at the history of this allowan ce, an 
Army who micht be in active serv ‘rtainly under a misapprehensic non the subjec tT. 
ifessors who were emploved as instruct- | I find that in the law of 1812, which will be found in 


tes. I was laboring under | of the Revised Statutes, is the following provision : 





vho were in active service were Each assistant professor and each senior assistant instructor 


is in error in regard to that ques- | lery, and infantry tactics and the instructor of practical milita 
IPpose yas inno itly led into that error by a high nall Fecelve She pay Of & captain 
‘tlicer who said to me those who were in active service could | That is the law. That law was passed in 1812. Now, the 
ms from the quartermaster, and I took it for granted they | of this extra sum in the appropriation bill, which has gon 
tled to them year to year, is intended to provide the means for paying the 
for granted that he meant by that they were entitled t sum allotted to these instructors by reason of this provisio1 
Now I applied to General Townsend, inquiring whether | It is not the exact sum of $900 added to the law. It is m¢ 
rsons who are in the; employment of the Government, | usual provision of a sum large enough to cover the requir 
oflicers, such as lieut nts and capta an lonels, &c., | the law. 
it those v are in 1ctors the at | Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him aqui 
titled juisit Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Yes, sir. 


Mr. ATKINS. I desire to ask my colleague on the co 
these professors have been receiving the pay of captain a1 
added heretofore? 

irman, as I si Mr. HEWITT, of New York. They have not. 
nelusion t sf Mr. ATKINS. Then let us strike it out. 
ar pay of these lieutenant Mr. HEWITT, of New York. They have been receiving 
ntitled to, we say take your | captains only out of the regular Army bill. They have received 
iy of lieutenants because that bill provides for the pay of the Al 
il t of this sum of $900 they have received the difference bet 
his letter read in a1 nt, that a man | the pay of lieutenants and the pay of captains given to them by the 
upon the very same amount tl he can atute. I see that the Chairman of the committee is going to kn 
f the Army He illustrates it to me in | me out of time; but if some one would allow me a moment to ¢ 
those who are out on the frontier when | plete the statement I should be glad. ; 
and capture as much meat as will last | The CHAIRMAN. It is not within the power of the Chair or th 
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committee to extend the time to which debate was limited by the | Mr. BRAGG. I desire to move to strike out the last word. 

House. : The CHAIRMAN. Thatis notin order. Debate has beenexhausted 
Mr. RIDDLE. I make the point of order on this paragraph that | except upon the point of order. The Chair would say to the gentle- 
t is not authorized by existing law, and that it does not retrench | man from Texas that while he is perfectly willing to hear him further 





j penditures. : ; tote: he does not think that the decision of the Chair will be altered by a 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The answer to that is that it is with- | longer discussion. 

 coetion 1337 of the Revised Statutes, and therefore it is in accord- Mr. REAGAN. I would ask one question. Suppose an assistant 

an » with the provisions of existing law. , | professor as a lieutenant of infantry is paid one amount and suppose 

" Mr. RIDDLE. Why, then, is this appropriation necessary ? as a lieutenant of cavalry he is paid another amount? But the law 


Mr HEWITT, of New York. Because the law does not appropriate | says that he is to be paid the pay of a captain, so that it will be seen 
the money; it must be appropriated in an appropriation bill. that the matter is thrown into inextricable confusion by this provision. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remind gentlemen that debate Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Oh, no; there is no confusion about it. 
is not in order. The Chair, in view of the statute just cited by the The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not sustain the point of order. 
eptleman from New York, (Mr. HEWITT, ] does not feel warranted in Mr. DURHAM. I call, then, for a vote upon the amendment of the 
ralit y the paragraph out of order. | gentleman from New York, [Mr. M AYHAM. } 
Mr. REAGAN. I would like to have that section of the Revised Here the committee rose informally. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Statutes read. lew Youk, Iti ton 1337 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. It is section 1337. | The Speak — ; : 

} : = : 1e Speaker having resumed the chair, a message from the Senate 

The Clerk read sec 3 » Revised Statutes, as 8: oar +e ; 

he Clerk read section 1337 of the Revised Statutes, as follows by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had 


Each assistant professor and each senior assistant instructor of cavalry, artil- assed a bill of the following Ba 7 4 Se alice ai 
lery. and infantry tactics, and the instructor of practical military engineering, e S g title; in which he was directed to ask 
ry. : . the concurrence of the House: 


shall receive the pay of a captain. Tence ¢ . 
A bill (8. No. 702) providing for portraits to accompany the memo- 


al 


Mr. REAGAN. That law certainly does not relieve this provision | yjg) addresses on the late Senators Morton and Bogy 
: dar lhe aw ~mwido ‘ 2A Pon i " 7 5° : 
from the point of order. That law provides that these professors| The message further announced that the Senate had passed, with 


aud instructors shall receive the pay of a captain; but this is an | an amendment, a joint resolution (H. R. No. 54) authorizing the print- 
allowance of $900, and that, under Rule 120, cannot be admissible. ing and distribution of the memorial addresses on the life and char- 
The Chair will see that the question raised is as to an additional | acter of the late Edward Parsons, a Representative from the State 
allowance for such oflicer as is mentioned. of Kentucky. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The clause, if the gentleman will P 
examine it, provides that these officers shall receive the pay of cap- 
tains, and that pay is to come out of this $900. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would say to the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] that he does not understand that this practice, 
which has prevailed for years, does more than make an appropriation | 
necessary in order to carry out the provision of law which has been 
reported. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire one moment longer. 

Mr. DURHAM. If the Chair has decided the point of order, I ask 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union then resumed 
its session. 

Mr. BRAGG. Is it in order for me to move that the committee do 
now rise, with a view of moving in the House that it be recommitted 
to the Committee on Appropriations? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘That motion is in order if the gentleman desires 
to make it. 

Mr. BRAGG. I move that the committee rise for the purpose I 

| have just indicated. 


for a vote. | om : i ; ; Pa 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is willing to hear gentlemen on the | rhe question was taken on Mr. BraGG’s motion; and on a division 
oe eee — there were ayes 4, noes not counted. 


point of order. Does the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] desire cited deeetieehilintedieagi tects 
‘ 20 3 se rise. 
to goon? | M 'D x ae . 
. DPAQAW _ 3 . i” . r. DURHAM. I ask for a vote on the pending amendment. 

Mr. REAGAN. For a single moment only. The law provides that | 4, BRANNING. I desire to ask the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
each assistant professor and each senior instructor of cavalry, artil- DuriaM] a single question, and it is this: while he has state i tl 

: ay 7 ee Oe “hae a ee g } a rle stion, an 8 this: ule he has statec 18 
le oe ers the ae “Oat ame = oe | existing law I would ask him whether I am right in the understand- 
salary, and, i 2a 18 80, WOY adic us gow u pey Of & Capsain, | ing that the difference in the pay is $400, and not $900, as he has stated ? 
for it is nothing more or nothing less, and it is done without author- | ‘ir MEOUME: ts dsbets tn order noes ey . 

+ Ay wad to 1 ne) Oe ral gnc liga legislation by which ‘The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House debate upon the pending 
” * eee ee te oe , - oe .., | paragraph has been exhausted ; and the question is upon the motion 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. On the point of order let me say | . the anes san from New York (Mr uM ennaetd I allie aaah de 
that there can be no money taken from the Treasury except by virtue | penngeets — a ork | Mr. MayHaM) to strike out the 
of an appropriation bill. There are no continuing appropriations | The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 46 
except to pay the interest on the public debt and for one or two other winn e pr ry ; : os ’ 

items, and in accordance with the Constitution all provisions for the | ion ia lh iii ati tiniest 

Army must cease in two years. Now, the provisions of the statute | Mr REAGAN said: N ae 

ave that a Hentenant cervine in the cansclty of assistant professor Mr. REAGAN said: No quorum has voted ; I call for tellers 

ave Ss .@ I , 8 > on ee See Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Hewitt, of New York, and Mr. Rra- 

shall be entitled to the pay ot captain. He gets the pay of a lieuten- | GaN ware appointed : pe ae = Y seer 

ant under the regular Army bill, and this sum is appropriated in this | The committee again divided ; and the tellers reported that there 

bill in order to make up the difference between the pay of licutenant wienaaeed ae aaa 6a ’ aE ; 

aud captain as provided by law. In evidence of that I hold in my ims tiie teeiliioein Yims alien taal ‘tiie meek main tee 

hand the appropriation for last year, in which the sum of $400 was | The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill and read the following : 

appropriated to pay eight professors, and last year only $3,450 were | : s 5 ro . . 5° 

paid out of this appropriation, and $5,300 were paid into the Treas- 

ury. Itis not an allowance of $900; it isan appropriation of the sum Meh ioc ; 7 

necessary to pay the additional pay which is to be drawn. I now | . Mr. BRAGG. I move to strike ont the paragraph just read. I 

submit the following table : desire = say oe in my judgment a ee ae aa 

as . see not understand the organization of est Point nor the gradual in- 

Appropriation for the pay of the Military Academy for the fiscal year | orease that has been wade in the salaries of the professors there. I 

ending June 30, 1877. | am glad to know at last that there has been a party discovered who 

a: | 7 " | seems to have originated the idea that was elaborated by the gentle- 
Amount ap-| Amount | man from Kentucky a few years since [Mr. KNorr]in describing the 
| propriated.| disbursed. | narties who were engaged in running down buifalo in the city of 

er | Duluth. I never supposed that that party was composed of oflicers 


For pay of one instructor of ordnance and science of gunnery, in addition to pay 
as tirst lieutenant, $900. 





OR Ge OE NE co, can ancnccnaccevnssannca $14,000 00 | $13,375 03 | of the Army hunting for rations until I heard read the communica- 
St SE Oe ol ccaen bs invunessoeseouncs | 15, 000 60 15,000 00 | tion which the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. DukHAM] had read 
For en yt length SCAND. «001s ose evens _ BHO 00} = 6 430 70 | by the Clerk to-lay. 

or pay of instructor of engineering. ................. 900 00 | 600 00; * ape ra Netent wes lacad in chs . » Envineer Corps 
For pay of instructor of ordnance and gunnery......... | 900 00 | In 1812, West Point was placed in charge of the Engineer Corps. 
For pay of eight assistant professors, (additional). ...-.. | 4, 000 00 | 3.450 12 | Under the law of 1812 the officers and assistant instructor were not 
For pay of three instructors cavalry, artillery, and in- | | half in number what they are to-day. The pay of a captain at that 
k aa bo mes tae aa caaene 1,500 00 | 108 33 | time was $40 a month aud three rations. By one device and another 

or pa our assista’ f “ savairy, 2 ry, $137.5 

and infantry tactics vo ene a 2 400 00 | 2 341 61 | they increased it until they received $137.50 per month, and then 
For pay of adjutant, (additional)...............---...-- | 300 LO | 67 g9 | they added to that 33} per cent. and have also been placed in a con- 
- pay = ions es a 1, 500 00 | 1,500 00 | dition where they may be put on the retired list, and also have the 

or pay of teacher of music............... ae See 900 ©O | 900 00 | nenefit of longevity rations The salaries of » nmenfa > {li- 
For pay of three hundred and ten cadets.............. 167,400 00 | 156,615 00 ~ ( : —— 7 he salaries f the professors and o 
For pay of band... 11, 0u0 00 10, 923 54 | CeTS have been doubled since 1570. 


Lsspapieiaeiiensinin , The Committee on Appropriations have said that the salaries of 
Bal : 226,600 00 | £11,372 28 | these oflicers are not in excess of the salaries of similar oflicers in our 
M ANCE 1D CPEASUTY........- 0+. 200. - ee ene weer ee eee: [ieee eee eeeee 14,601 53 | colleges. I have here a report of Harvard College which shows that 


Balance in hands of ’ 2 gust ¢ 626 19 = . 
moet gaymentes, August 3....... nee ~ | in 1870 the salaries of professors there were increased to $4,000 a year, 





226, 600 00 | 226,600 00 | to insure a provision against old age; the salaries were raised from 
$2,400 to $4,000 a year. Under the regulations these officers at West 
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Point have the advantage of being placed on the retired list; there- 
fore the reason which actuated the faculty of Harvard to raise the 
salariesof their professors does not apply to these gentlemen at West 
Point. An assistant professor at Harvard gets only $2,000 a year, and 
the tutors get $1,000 each. 

N these gentlemen of the Committee on Appropriations who are 
preaching economy, and accusing me of trying to beat up recruits 
from among the republicans to vote against the democratic Commit- 
tec on Appropriations, propose to raise the salaries of tutors at West 


Point to $1,500 and $1,900 a year, and the salaries of the professors | 


to over $4,000 each, and also providing for an increase year after 
year in the way of longevity rations. 

I have here a compilation of all-the laws on this subject, which 
shows that every year since 1570 the salaries of these ofticers have 
been increased, and the number of professors at West Point has been 
enlarged. The salaries have never been increased by adding so many 
dollars to the sum then being received, but by inserting some gen 
eral phraseology in the Army bill which might apply to these officers 
and thereby enable them to get an increase of their Army pay. I 
have here, and I desire to call the attention of the Committee on 
Appropriations to it,and [ will whisper it in the ear of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. BLOUNT,] a statement which shows that in 
1860 a commission was appointed by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives for the purpose of providing for a reorganization of West 
Point. At the head of that commission was the late president of 
the southern eonfederacy; side by side with him stood Solomon 
Foote, a Senator from Vermont, and John Cochrane, a member of 
this Honse from New York. Upon that commission was the present 
Chief of Engineers of the United States Army, and Robert Anderson, 
afterward General Anderson, who represented the artillery. 

Phat commission reported that very many less instructors were 
necessary than appropriation is made for in this bill. They also re- 
port that the salary of the professors should be fixed at $2,200 a year, 
and that they should receive no additional pay or allowanee, and that 
an assistant professor should draw the pay of a captain in the Army. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

the CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. GLOVER. I take the tloorand yield my time to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. BRaGa. ] 

Mr. BRAGG, I thank the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. GLOVER] 
for hiscourtesy. In 112 the assistant professors at West Point re- 
ceived the pay of a captain in the Army. In 1*51 the salaries of the 
professors were fixed at $2,000 a year, and up to 1°70 the salary ofa 
professor at West Point was never above $2,240 a year; and an assist- 
ant professor received the pay of a captain of cavalry. 

Now, if gentlemen will turn to the pay-roll they will find that 
these oflicers for whom they are now providing by appropriations in 
this bill were assistant instructors, and received only the pay and 
allowances of the grade to which they belonged in the Army. Thus 
economy and retrenchment have been adding to their pay from year 
to year. While we shriek *“‘economy!” while we talk “ retrench- 
iment,” we are increasing the pay of these officers by the use of such 
words as these in the different Army and appropriation bills. 

In 1857 the pay of these officers was increased $20 per month. In 
1858 the senior assistant professor was allowed a salary of $137.50 
per month. In 1862 the salaries of these professors were $2,240 per 
unuum, and in 1867 their salary was increased by the addition of 
33% per cent. of their entire pay. That never was done by adding so 
many dollars and cents, as gentlemen will notice, but they were 
given additional rations for service, which was extended to the gen- 
eral officers and oflicers on the retired list. 

In 1570 first came the provision that for each ten years’ service as 
professor 10 percent. should be added totheirsalary, Then, in 1573, 
in the Revised Statutes, the salary of a professor was raised so that 
it should correspond to the pay of a colonel of engineers. Andit was 
also provided that all others should receive the pay of a lieutenant- 
colonel of engineers. That was in 1873; and when that was done 
their salary was raised from $3,500 to $4,000 a year. 

In that act they make an instractor of ordnance, gunnery, and 
engineering, and give him the allowance of a major. They then pro- 
vide that the assistant professors and senior assistant instructor shall 
receive the pay of acaptain. That is in 1873. In 1875, having made 
the entering wedge, they then provide that all men who stood as act- 
ing assistant instructors before should receive the same pay and allow- 
ances as an assistant instructor. By this series of legislative acts, 
step after step, second lieutenants, who do no business in God’s world, 
except two hours a day to turn out a battalion of cadets and drill 
them, are made to receive the pay of captains of cavalry; and this is 
the kind of provision that is made for the purpose of covering that 
expense. 

Now I maintain, Mr. Chairman, that it is our duty to bring this 
institution back to where it was originally; that we should allow to 
these gentlemen pay which shall be suflicient for a competence, and 
no more; that they should not constitute a favored class of people 
whose pay goes on increasing all the time, notwithstanding the 
groans and sufferings of the millions throughout the land who are 


| 


crying for bread. We must legislate for somebody else besides offi- | 


cers at West Point; and it is high time that we should take a step 


backward and restore these men to their criginal place in our peace | 


establishment. 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. DURHAM. Mr. Chairman, I feel very much grati( 
have the honor of serving in Congress with my distingui i 
(Mr. BraGG] who has just taken his seat. I feel the assura, 
whatever passes throagh his hands comes out perfect, and 
portion of the country can ever complain of it. Now my 1 
very consistent. He moved a little while ago that this }i}) 4, 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs—for what? Why 9 
want the bill to go to the Committee on Military Affairs? * 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman permit me to answer that 
tion ? 

Mr. DURHAM. Not now; the gentleman has had his ten mi; 
My friend now says that there are more professors at West Poi + 
are needed. Have the Committee on Military Affairs recti(jed ; 
in their military bill? 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman permit me to say in ansy 
his question, that we are making arrangements to give the Ary 
Mr. DURHAM. I did not interrupt the gentleman at all, 4 
must decline to be interrupted. My friend is so perfect in all his 
tions that I know when that military bill comes before the H 

will be so faultless that no human being can object to it. 

The gentleman undertakes to throw upon the Committee on Ann 


priations a responsibility that does not justly belong to then.  [), 
knows that the law fixes the number of these professors, and that t| 
Committee on Appropriations cannot regulate the matter except 
cut off the supplies. Now, if the gentleman does not intend to de 
gogue this question, let him bring in a bill to reduce the num\«; 
these professors, and not be continually harping upon the stateny 
that the Committee on Appropriations want to impose unnecessary 
expense upon the Government. ; 

That is all I have to say on that subject. As I said a moment ag 
the Committee on Appropriations have undertaken to appropriat 
what they believed right. It does not make any difference what j 
done in the field or what is done at West Point; if it costs more fo 
these men to live at West Point and discharge their duties than j 
they were in the field, then they should have a reasonable provis 
in that regard. Why, sir, without casting any reflection upon my 
friend from Wisconsin, I doubt whether he makes $5,000 at hom 
the practice of the law. 

Mr. BRAGG. The gentleman is entirely mistaken. 

Mr. DURHAM. LhopelIam. I suppose the gentleman will get so 
economical after a while that he will come in and want to have his ow 
salaryecutdown. Iam looking for that every day. We will see when 
the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill comes up 
whether the gentleman will move to reduce his own salary becauss 
itistoohigh. I apprehend, however, that in his estimation the salary 
will not be too much for his magnificent services. [Langhter.| | 
make these remarks in all kindness to my friend who has been dis- 
posed to criticise the Committee on Appropriations. I repeat that 
the committee regarded this appropriation as suflicient and no mor 
consequently they have reported it. This is all I have to say. 

Mr. BLOUNT obtained the floor. 

Mr. BRAGG. Wiil the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Dunnam 
allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DURHAM. I will with pleasure, 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have the floor. 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] allow 
me time enough to ask the gentleman from Kentucky a question? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I must decline to yield. 

Mr. Chairman, I cannot assent to the doctrine of my colleague on 
the committee [Mr. Duru AM] that the Committee on Appropriativns, 
in reporting a bill of this kind, are bound to follow the law as to the 
amounts that they should appropriate. On the contrary, the com 
mittee heretofore has not followed, and very likely will not hereafter 
follow, the law in that respect, but will report such appropriations as 
we deem the public service requires, and seek to have the law con- 
formed to such appropriations. It seems to me, therefore, that tho 
objection to the reduction of these salaries because it is not in accord 
ance with law cannot well come from our committee or from thie 
House. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. BraGG] takes occasion to call 
my attention to the action of a certain board in relation to the pro- 
fessors at West Point, by way of rebuking me as a member of thie 
Committee on Appropriations in regard to this proposed reduction. 
I am not amenable to those suggestions. During the last Congress [ 
took occasion to discuss this very subject and to urge the reductions 
that the gentleman is urging now. I felt bound then to take the same 
position that he now takes. 

It is alleged in regard to this very salary that it is more expensive 
to live at West Point than in the field. Now, if these gentlemen dil 
not have families there would be some reason in this statement; but 
having families, the fact of their assignment to West Point puts them 
in a more advantageons position in regard to economy of living. Au 
oflicer in the field must provide for himself there and must also pro 
vide quarters for his family elsewhere, keeping up two establish 
ments. But when an officer is assigned to West Point and is allowed 
quarters there for which he pays nothing, I submit that he is enabli ld 
to live more economically than if he were in the field. ; 

Why is it that gentlemen seem to think it a great deprivation when 
ofiicers of the Army are sent to this institution? It is a notorions 
fact they have been crowding into the Military Academy unit! it 
has become a great evil. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (M: 


ane 


eT 
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CLYMER] who took occasion during the last Congress to Saveatt- | 
vate this matter thoroughly and reported to this House has again 
stated what he then reported, that there was a professor to every 
five and a half students, and the result is not only to have these 
Army officers thrown in there unnecessarily, but growing out of 
that very fact other expenses have been incurred to be paid out of | 
the Treasury. Growing out of that very fact we are asked to fur- | 
nish additional hospital facilities. It is being urged upon us now 
that there are not hospital facilities enough at West Point, and yet, 
sir, the old hospital bas never been filled. On careful investigation 
it has been found that the reason for asking a new hospital is that 
these Army oflicers may have more quarters for officers stationed at 


that place. So the crowding in of these officers by reason of the 


favored positions and the increased saluries constantly adds new ex- 
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those professors are paid any too mach. I beg to differ with my friend 


| from Georgia, [Mr. BLoOUNT, ] who seems to have suddenly waked up 
| to the fact that the appropriation for these professors is too large. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I ask the gentleman if he refers to me as having 


, suddenly waked up? If he does I wish to say to him that if he will 


look into the debates of the last Congress he will find that I was 
waked up to this fact then. 
Mr. ATKINS. I have not read the gentleman’s speeches. I did not 


| feel it was necessary to do so. 


Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman would have known my position 
better if he had dene so. 

Mr. ATKINS. With all due respect to the gentleman from Georgia 
I wish to say that until the last day or two I was not aware that he 
was opposed to this feature of the bill. The bill was matured by the 


penses here and there,and therefore I agree with the gentlemen who committee, and if the gentleman from Georgia was opposed to it I 


seek to retrench all unnecessary expenses and reform this institution 
to what it ought to be. It has been favored beyond others, and while 
in times of prosperity I would not for a moment offend the liberal 
spirit of the country in its conduct toward this institution, yet at 


this time it becomes us here and in every other place to strike down | 
expenses which are unnecessary. Believing this, Mr. Chairman, be- | 
ing convineed of it in the last Congress and having had no reason to | 


change my opinion, believing it to be an abuse, I cannot consent 


was not aware of the fact. Therefore I used the words “ suddenly ;” 
and I think I was justitied in using that term. ; 

Mr. BLOUNT. I will ask the gentleman if he was not aware of 
my views as to this ten days ago? 

Mr. ATKINS. It was not until within the last two or three days. 
It was on last Saturday, perhaps, I learned from the gentleman the 
fact that he was opposed to this feature of the bill. 1 hope I havé 
| not hurt my friend’s feelings. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Not at all. 





here any more than at any other point to give my consent to appro- 
priations which I honestly believe are excessive and unreasonable. 
Mr. McCOOK. I move a formal amendment. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I have no disposition to take part in this de- 
bate, and especially since it appears to have resolved itself into a fam- 


ily quarrel between the Committee on Appropriations and my friend | 
from Wisconsin, (Mr. BkRaGG.] But there seeins to be so much differ- | 


ence of opinion in regard to the pay of Army oflicers, and especially 
iu regard to their status when stationed at West Point, that I have 
tuken the trouble to look it up. Section 1261 of the Revised Statutes 


establishes the annual pay of oflicers in the Army. In addition to | 
that they receive 10 per cent. for every tive years of their service ; | 
but in no event is that pay to exceed 40 per cent. of their annual pay. | 


This provision applies only to officers below the rank of brigadicr- 
general. 

What was said here in debate last week in reference to commuta- 
tion of rations was all a mistake. Oflicers are not entitled to rations 
and therefore are not entitled te commutation, neither are they en- 
titled to commutation for fuel or forage. Those they receive in kind 
according to law. 

So far as the officers at the Military Academy are concerned, there 
is a professor of mathematics, one of civil and military engineering, 


one of drawing, one of chemistry, one of geology, one of French, one | 
of Spanish, one of natural and experimental philosophy, and one of | 


law. The majority have served in different capacities for many years, 
the oldest of them for over thirty years. These professors have as- 
sistants, and, while they are subject to military law, they have only 


assimilated rank. When in service ten years they are entitled to the 


pay of a colonel, $3,500 a year; when less than ten years, that of a | 


lieutenant-colonel, $3,000 a year. In noeventcan the pay of acolouel 
exceed $4,500 a year or of a lieutenant-colonel] $4,000 a year. The 


assistant professors are all actual officers of the Army, who receive | 
pay of their actual grade in the Army, unless they are above the rank | 


of captain. When they are below that rank they are by section 1337, 
to which the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewitt] referred, en- 


Mr. ATKINS. I would not desire by any means to do so; and I 
hope if I have he will suppress them, because, as he is aware, our 
friends on the other side of the House are saying we are having a 
| happy family quarrel. [Laughter. ] 

My friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. BraGG,] whom I like, talked the 
other day about blue blood. I do not know in whose veins that blue 
| blood runs. But he was talking about these West Point professors and 
these West Point graduates and the military officers of the country 
who have graduated at West Point. Iam no particular defender of 
West Point; but my opinion is that red blood instead of blue blood 
has run through the veins of many of them and that it runs through 
their veins to-day. I think that red blood ran through the veins of 
such men as Grant, McPherson, Robert E. Lee, and Stonewall Jack- 
son, 

But, sir, we have been lectured. Ah! we have been lectured. I 
believe my friend has taught school in his time. We have been lec- 
tured here ever since this bill has been before the House; and the 
Committee on Appropriations has had his jibes and his criticisms and 
taunts. For one 1 have let them pass, and I will let them pass now. 
Such remarks amount to no argument and convince no one, so far as 
that is concerned. But the gentleman has made a motion this morn- 
ing, for which the very large number of four was recorded—not ex- 
actly recorded, but I believe four did manage to stand up and vote 
for his motion—to refer this bill to the Military Committee, of which 
he is a very prominent member. 

Now, the point I rose to make is simply this, and I call the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact, that this bill proposes to appropriate 
only for twenty-eight professors and officers of the West Point Mil- 
} itary Academy, whereas it is a fact known to the House that there 
are fifty-seven in the employment of the Government at West Point. 
By whose authority, may I ask the gentleman who fills such a large 
place upon the Committee on Military Affairs, who has been speak- 
ing for it all the time—by whose anthority are these extra twenty- 
seven men placed at West Point? Wedo not propose to pay for them 





titled to pay of a captain ef cavalry, and that is because it requires | in this bill. They are not provided for in this bill. Who sends them 


a degree of skill, learning, experience, and industry, which it is not 


| there? 


necessary to refer to in this House, to teach these important branches. | Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman allow me to answer his question ? 
Next in the list are senior assistants of tactics, three in number,| Mr. ATKINS. I will answer it foryou. It isdone by the military 


who are entitled to the pay of a captain of cavalry. At present the | authorities. And why has not the gentleman undertaken heretofore 
senior instructor of artillery is a major, and the senior instructor of | to correct that evil? 


cavalry captain of a cavalry; so that the only one to whom additional 


Mr. BRAGG. Will you allow me to ask you a question? 


pay can apply is the senior instructor of infantry who is a lieu-| Mr. ATKINS. I will allow you to answer mine. 


tenant. 


Mr. BRAGG. I will answer it. Those gentlemen stand as detailed 


Then come the assistant instructors of tactics, fonr in number who | acting instructors and assistant professors; and by the Committee 
are entitled to the pay of a captain of cavalry. The cadet corps is | on Appropriations of the next House, if it be composed of the same 


divided, as I understand, into four companies. The captains of thes« 


» | material as this, they will be converted into assistant professors and 
lose their acting professorships. 


companies assume the duties of captains in the field, and are respon- 
sible for the arms and accouterments of the cadets, and for that rea- | [Here the hammer fell.] 

son I assume are entitled to receive, and in my judgment should re- | Mr. ATKINS. Not only has the gentleman become a critic but he 
ceive, the pay of a captain of cavalry. All other assistant instructors | has become a prophet. 

of tactics and acting assistant professors receive precisely the pay of Mr. BRAGG. I desire to answer a question put to me by the gen- 
the rank they have in the Army, and no more. The instrnetor of | tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Duruam. } 

ordnance is also entitled to the pay of major, but the present instruc- The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman offer an amendment ? 

tor is a major, and therefore will receive no additional pay. Mr. BRAGG. I move to strike out the last word. 

As I said before, Mr. Chairman, I have no particular disposition to | The gentleman from Kentucky inquired of me why it was the 
interfere in this family quarrel. So faras I am personally concerned | Military Committee had not taken hold of this thing. Of what use 
I am inclined to believe the Committee on Appropriations cannot ap- | is it for the Military Committee to reduce the force at West Point if 
propriate too mach for this Military Academy to make it useful and | the Appropriations Committee, without consultation with them, shall 
eflicient; and therefore in conclusion I will say that it will atford me make appropriations, to run the factory for making more officers, 
great pleasure to voto for every item reported in the bill under con- | larger than mm the judgment of the Military Commitiee is necessary ! 
sideration. Shall we pass to-day an appropriation bill providing for twenty, 

Mr. ATKINS. I may be pardoned for making one or two remarks | thirty, or forty professors, and then send it to the Military Commit- 
with regard to this bill. I do not believe, Mr. Chairman, that this tee at some time in the future to say whether that number is sutii 
bill is extravagant in the particular which bas been charged by the | cient or too great? 
geutleman from Wisconsin, (Mr. BRAGG.] Ido not believe, sir, that | It was for that reason that I desired to refer it to the Committee 
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on Military Affairs so as to have all the questions considered and dis- 
pose dof in one bill. 

Mr. DURHAM. Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 

Mr. BRAGG. After I get through. 

Now there is another proposition to which I desire to refer. It was 
said that perhaps when the Army bill comes from the hands of the 
Military Committee it will be so perfect that there will be no objec- 
tion to it. Sir, in behalf of the Milrary Committee, I think I speak 
the sentiments of that committee, I think the principle of egotism 
which makes every member of a committee defend its own bills, 
whether right or wrong, has been too perfectly. absorbed by the 
members of another committee, which I need not name, for us to claim 
a part of it. [Laughter.} 


Now as to the next proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky, | 


[Mr. DurnaM,] will the gentleman from Wisconsin not vote to de- 
crease his own salary ? 
that he comes first and I shall follow him. Then upon the next prop- 
osition, as to whether the Committee of Appropriations shall be lec- 
tured, do not propose to lecture the committee, but I have my ideas 
as to the correctness of my views, when I find that committee going 
to what is termed the extravagant side of the House for support 
rather than relying upon the support of those upon this side of the 
House who profess at least retrenchment and reform. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I rise to a question of privilege. The extrava- 
gant side of the House is the side on which I sit, and we have been 
taunted by the gentleman from Wisconsin when we have not been 
introduced to his party. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. DURHAM. I do not intend that one assertion which the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin has made shall go unanswered to the House. 
The question I wanted to ask my distinguished friend was this: 
whether the Committee on Appropriations had appropriated for more 
men than were provided for by law. 
made; now let us hear the answer. 

Mr. BRAGG. No; but the law which you participated in making 
provides for more officers at this institution than are necessary, and 
the Military Committee desire to reduce the number. 

Mr. DURHAM. 


was a member of the Committee on Military Affairs; but I charge you 


with gross neglect of your duty in not having heretofore proposed | 


the reduction which you claim was necessary. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must inform the gentleman from 
Kentucky that it is not in order to address anybody but the Chair. 
Mr. DURHAM. 


addressing a more important person, but I call for a vote. 


The question was upon Mr. BRAGG's motion to strike out lines 17, | 


18, and 19, as follows: 
For pay of one instructor of ordnance and science of gunnery, in addition to pay 
as first lieutenant, 8900. 
And being put, on a division there were—ayes 56, noes 81. 
No further count being called for, the motion was not agreed to. 
The Clerk read the next clause, as follows: 
For pay of eight assistant professors, in addition to pay as first lieutenants, $4,000. 


Mr. REAGAN. I move to strike out that clause. 

Mr. DURHAM. I call for a vote. 

The question was taken on Mr. REAGAN’sS motion; and it was not 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read the next clause of the bill, as follows: 

For pay of three instructors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry tactics, in addi- 
tion to pay as first lieutenants, $1,500 


Mr. REAGAN. I make the point of order upon this provision for 
the pay of additional instructors. 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the point of order? 

Mr. REAGAN, That it is not authorized by law and is an increase 
of expenditures. 

Mr. DURHAM. It is authorized by law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to the gentleman from 
Texas that he cannot support the point of order under his construc- 
tion of the statute. 

Mr. REAGAN. Very well; then I move to strike out the clause, 

The question was taken upon Mr. REAGAN’s motion ; and it was not 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read the next clause of the bill, as follows: 

For pay of four assistant instructors of tactics, commanding companies, in addi- 
tion to pay as second lieutenants, $2,400. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to strike out that. 

The question was taken ; and the motion was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read the next clause of the bill, as follows: 

For pay of adjutant, in addition to pay as first lieutenant, $300. 


Mr. REAGAN. Upon that clause I make a point of order. I would 
like to see the law providing for additional pay of $300 for this adju 
tant. 

Mr. DURHAM. It stands upon the same footing as the other pro- 
visions and is provided for by law. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The gentleman from Wisconsin read 
the seciion which authorized it. 

The CHAIRMAN, Willthe gentleman produce the statute which 
provides for this? 


I can say to the gentleman from Kentucky | 


That was the insinuation he | 


I did not participate in this legislation, for I never | 


I beg pardon; I will not say that I thought I was | 
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Mr. HEWITT, of New York. 
Statutes. 

Mr. DURHAM. Section 1309 authorizes the employment of 
adjutant and section 1335 fixes the pay. : 
short. It is hardly necessary to read section 1309, which provides fc; 
an adjutant, but section 1335 provides— 


That the adjutant of the Military Academy shall have the pay of the adjutant of 
| a cavalry regiment. s 


It is section 1335 of the Ry vised 


: ; an 
I will read it, as it is vey 


That is $300 more than another adjutant receives, and $300 addeq 
| to $1,500, makes $1,800. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would be glad if the gentleman would call atten. 
tion to the statute which makes this adjutant an instructor of cay. 
alry; and even if he shows that it does, l would ask where provision 
| is made for this additional allowance? 

Mr. DURHAM. Here is the section. It is section 1261, which pro- 
vides that the adjutant of a regiment shall receive $1,800, and section 
1335 provides that the adjutant at the Military Academy shall have 
the pay of the adjutant of a cavalry regiment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Texas insist upon his 
point of order? 

Mr. REAGAN. Let me look at the section for a moment. 

Mr. BRAGG. While the gentleman is reading the statute I would 
like to know if he finds in the Revised Statutes of 1873 provision for 
any assistant instructors at West Point? 

Mr. REAGAN. I would refer to section 1261, which gives the adjn- 
tant of a regiment $1,800 a year, but it does not add $300 to thei; 
pay. This is an addition of $300 tothe pay of the adjutant employed 
| at this institution, and gives him, instead of $1,800, $2,100 a year, 
which is not provided for—I say again—by any law. It is simply an 
| augmentation. The law is that he shall receive the pay of the adju 
| tant of a regiment, and that pay is $1,800. It cannot be contended 
that this $300 is designed to make his pay up to $1,800. 

If the gentleman shows by the law that he receives anyhow $1,400, 
to my mind it is perfectly clear that if we add this $300 we raise his 
| pay from $1,800 to $2,100 a year. 

Mr. CLYMER. By law a first lieutenant not mounted is entitled 
to $1,500 a year, and by law also an adjutant of a regiment is entitled 
to $1,500 a year. By section 1335 of the Revised Statutes it is provided 
| that the adjutant at the Military Academy shall have the pay of au 
adjutant of a cavalry regiment, which is $1,800. Now, a lieutenant 
being appointed to the adjutancy at West Point and receiving as such 
lientenant the pay of $1,500 a year, by this bill an appropriation of 
| $300 additional is made for his pay. Under the Army appropriation 
| bill proper he receives his pay as first lieutenant, $1,500 a year; under 








| this bill he receives the $300extra, which is necessary to make up his 
pay to $1,800 a year. Hence this appropriation is in precise accori- 
ance with the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
CLYMER] send to the Chair the sections of the Revised Statutes to 
which he refers ? 

Mr. CLYMER. I will do so. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Clymer] 
has proved by bis reference to the sections of the Revised Statutes 
that the adjutant of the post at West Point is entitled to receive 
$1,800 a year. If you appropriate for him that $1,800, then you have 
just complied with the statutes, with the law fixing his salary at 
31,800. If you give in addition to that pay $300, then his pay will 
be increased to $2,100 a year. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. REAGAN. Inamoment. I do not ask gentlemen for argnu- 
ments; I ask them to do what this House has a right to expect them 
to do, to show the law which authorizes this officer to receive $0 
in addition to his salary. 

Mr. ATKINS. Allow me to read for the information of the gentle- 
man from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] the text of the bill now under con- 
sideration: “ For pay of adjutant”—which is $1,800 a year. 

Mr. REAGAN, That is not in the bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. But the law says it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Very good. 

Mr. ATKINS. Let me read on: “in addition to pay as first lieuten- 
ant, $300.” That is, in addition to the pay of first lieutenant, which 
is $1,500 a year. 

Mr. REAGAN. Thatis what I said; it is in addition to his pay—— 

Mr. CLYMER. I said precisely that. In the Army bill the appro- 
priation of $1,500 a year is made for the pay of first lientenant. by 
law the adjutant at West Point is entitled to receive $1,800 a year. 
By this bill we appropriate the $300 additional necessary to make the 
pay up to $1,800 a year. ; 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. During the last fiscal year the posi- 
tion of adjutant at West Point was for atime filled by a captain, 
| whose salary under the Army appropriation bill is $1,800 a year; but 
| he did not receive the $300 additional appropriated by the Military 
| Academy bill. Out of the appropriation of $300 made by that bill only 
| $67.x9 was used to pay for the time when a first lieutenant filled that 
position, and that was the difference of pay due to him. The pay of 
the adjutant at West Point amounted to $1,800 in the aggregate for 
the year, and no more, 

Mr. ATKINS. And no less. 
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Mr. HEWITT, of New York. And no less, 

Mr. REAGAN. I only say that if the law gives that officer $1,800 a 
year, Why should we appropriate for him in this bill $300 additional ? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The law gives $1,500 a year as first 
lieutenant, and $300 additional when he acts as adjutant of the post 
at West Point. 

Mr. REAGAN. The section of the Revised Statutes which was read 
here says that he shall receive $1,800 a year. 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. And for that reason we appropriate | 


here $300, because out of the Army fund he can get but $1,500 a year, 
and he must get the other $300 in some other way. 


Mr. FINLEY. In order to settle this matter I move to amend by | 





adding the words : 
The CHAIRMAN, A motion to amend is not now in order while a 
point of order is pending. 


Mr. FINLEY. I was not aware that a point of order was pending. | 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] has 
made the point of order that the appropriation contained in this para- 
graph is not authorized by law. The Chair finds by an examination 
of the Revised Statutes that the pay of an adjutant at West Point is 
fixed at $1,800 a year, and the pay of a first lieutenant in the Army 


is put at $1,500 a year. The increase proposed by the paragraph upon | 


which the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN} has made the point 
of order, in the opinion of the Chair, only provides the money neces- 


sary to comply with the law. Therefore the point of order is not sus- | 


tained by the Chair. 


Mr. FINLEY. I move to amend the pending paragraph by adding | 


the words: 


Provided, That the sum hereby appropriated shall not exceed the sum of $1,800 a | 


year 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I raise a point of order on that amend- | 


ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. This bill does not appropriate $1,200 
for this officer. This officer receives $1,500 a year as first lieutenant 
underthe Army appropriation bill, and this bill appropriates only $300. 

Mr.CLYMER. If the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. FInLey ] will per- 
mit me to suggest 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the point of order which the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hewitt] makes against the proposed amend- 
ment? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. My point of order is that it asserts a 
fact which is not in the bill, for the bill does not appropriate $1,800 
for this purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not understand that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FINLEY ] asserts anything ; it 
limits the appropriation to $1,500. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Yes; but it limits an appropriation 
of $300 to $1,800, 

Mr. CLYMER. If the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Fintey] will 
permit me, I will suggest an amendment which I think will accom- 
plish the object he hasin view. Itis toadd the words ‘‘ Provided that 
the sum paid to said officer shall not exceed 1,800 per annuin.” 

Mr. FINLEY. I accept that amendment. 





The question was then taken upon the amendment as modified; 


and upon a division there were—ayes 45, noes 42. 
Before the result of the vote was announced, 
Mr. CONGER said: No quorum has voted. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman make the point of order | | 


that no quorum has voted ? 
Mr. CONGER. I do not. 


The CHAIRMAN. If no further count is called for, the amend- 


ment is agreed to. 
No further count being called for, the amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following: 


| 
| termaster departments of this institution. Now, as there are three 


hundred students, this would make $30,000 saved by his practical 
economy; and in making this saving he has not deprived the stu- 
dents of a single dollar of their legitimate support; for he says that 
there has been no falling off in the quantity and variety of the food 
furnished. I take it, then, that there is opportunity to reduce this 
appropriation $30,000 on that score. 

Now let me call attention to some other items in the report of Lieu- 
tenant Mills. He states that during the year closing June 30, 1877, 
he paid out for “ dancing lessons” $995.40. I believe this bill makes 
an appropriation of about $1,000 for that purpose for the coming year. 
He says, moreover, that he paid out last year for “ entertainments” 
$1,282.22. Now, if the public money is to be expended in giving these 
students “ dancing lessons” I suppose it is perfectly legitimate to fur- 
nish them the opportunity of “tripping the light fantastic toe” at “en- 
tertainments.” 

I notice further in this report that Lieutenant Mills paid out last 
year $1,870.85 for “photographs and albums.” I presume that our 
| boys coming from the rural districts of this country and going to 
West Point, when they get on their bob-tail coats with brass buttous, 
must each sit for his photograph to be sent to his dulcinea or somebody 
else. [Laughter.] 

I observe further that Lieutenant Mills has paid out $90.35 for “ use 
| of dictionary.” 1 submit to the Committee on Appropriations that 
they had better insert in this bill a little appropriation for diction- 
| aries, 80 a8 to give one to each of the cadets. Ido not know what 

this item means ; but there it is in the report. I notice also that this 
| officer has expended $1,951.31 for *‘ barber, shoe-black, &c.” Now, I 
thought, Mr. Chairman, that the majority of the boys going to West 
Point were beardless youths, and | also believed that in a military 
academy the boys were taught to black their own shoes. 1 do not 
know what that expenditure means. 

This same report states further that this officer has paid out for 
miscellaneous items $349.75. Can any gentleman tell me what are 
“ miscellaneous items ?” 

Mr. BUTLER. Bricks! 

Mr. AIKEN. Some people are in the habit of carrying bricks in 

their hats; but cadets do not. [| Laughter. ] 
Mr. Chairman, I see, moreover, that there was an expenditure of 
$5,821.64 for cash paid to students. Yet this same report tells us that 
no student is authorized to draw money at any time until he gradu- 
| ates. This report states also that the accounts are kept so accurately 
that any student can see at any moment how his account stands, and 
that no student is ever allowed to spend one dollar except with the 
approval of the commissary. Yet this very same report says that 
‘*the cadets, with few exceptions, are out of debt.” Now, I ask how 
it is that a cadet can get in debt when he is not allowed to make any 
expenditure except through the commissary. If lam allowed, 1 want 
to call attention to some other matters in this report. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 
| Mr. BEEBE obtained the floor, and said: I yield my time to the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. AIKEN. ] 

Mr. AIKEN. This same report boasts of the education that our 
boys receive at West Point, and tells us that “the object of the dis- 
| cipline of the Academy is to fit men for soldiers in such a manner as 
not to unfit them for civilians.” Yet in this same report I read: 

Some surprise was occasioned by the discovery that no time is allowed on the 
hour plan for instruction in the departments of history, geography, and ethics, a de 
vartment especially created by statute. Indeed no direct training in the use of the 
‘nglish language is given during the entirecourse. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I cannot understand how any member of this 
Congress who reads this report and credits its statements can fail to 
| arrive at the conclusion to which 1 have come, that the West Point 
Academy is an incubus upon the people of thiscountry. Lf you were 
to publish it from the housetops to the tax-payers of this country that 
$275,000 of their money is annually expended in the manner shown 






For pay of cadet, $150,000; and no cadet shall receive more than at the rate of | ip this report of the board of visitors, I venture the assertion that in 


$540 a year. 


Mr. AIKEN. I move to amend the paragraph just read so that it 


will read: 


For pay of cadets, $100,000; and no cadet shall receive more than at the rate of 


$300 a year. 


I do not know for how long a time these cadets have been receiv- 


ing $540 a year, but I am satisfied that it has been for more than twe 


years past. I contend that the purchasing power of money to-day is 


less than thirty days this body would be tlooded with petitions from 
| the tax-payers of our land to put West Point up tothe highest bidder 
or to give it to the State of New York. 1 am bold enough to say that 
if such a petition were presented I for one would vote for either 
proposition. 
{ Here the hammer fell. } 

> Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Mr. Chairman, no doubt the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. AIKEN, ] coming from the State that he 





so much greater than it was two years ago, according to the report does, would be glad for the Government to give West Point to some- 


which was made by the disbursing officer at West Point on the 30th | 


body else. But West Point has vindicated itself in the history of 


of June last, that it is proper for Congress to make the reduction | this nation, North and South; and the people of the country will 


which I propose. 


Mr. Chairman, I hold in my hand the annual report of the Board 


never allow it to go to the hammer or to be closed up. [Applause.] 
Mr. HOUSE. I think it would better become the gentleman from 


of Visitors of the United States Military Academy. In that report I 
read that under the management of Lieutenant Mills, who is treas- 
urer of the academy, the mess bill of each cadet for every term of 
two months during the year closing on the 30th of June last had 
been reduced from an average of $40 to $29, making a saving in the 
commissary department of $11 during each term of two months. 
Now, it is reasonable to suppose that there has been an equivalent 
reduction in the quartermaster’s department; and if you will refer 
further to this report, which is too lengthy for me to read, you will 
find that Lieutenant Mills by his system of economy has saved an 
average of $100 a year for each student in the commissary and quar- 


| New York (Mr. Hewitt] to answer the arguments of the gentleman 
| from South Carolina than to make the ad captandum appeal of a dem- 
agogue, which slanders the Representatives of the whole southern 
people. [Applause. } 

Mr. WADDELL. Mr. Chairman, I feel it is necessary for some gen- 
tleman from my section of the country to vindicate West Point. I 
therefore ask to have read an extract taken from the Army and Navy 
Journal of last July, showing we have gallant officers in the Army. 

| The Clerk read as follows: 

The enlisted men of the Tenth Cavalry take the anthority torelate the facts con- 

cerning our military affairs and concerning our lieutenant, who, in charge of the 
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company, 4d 


.}._“ vO oo ese 


and then on the 


d there 
‘ venty 


charge on a body of se 
twer live men, saying 
sand Indians 
and take the 
gent 


I5th July, 1276, on the Rio Grande, make a 
hundred Indiaus, with a detachment of 
I will take my twenty-five men and Lean whip one thou 
Ican take my twenty-five men and march to Chihuahua, Mexico, 
capital if he wanted to The honorable and respectable and intelli 
is pow one of the bravest officers on the frontiers, and instead of 
a lieutenant he is entitled to the rank of acaptain. He is well worthy of the rank, 
for we have been out here for several years soldicring, and we oucht to know. Tle 
i man like George Washington, never afraid to do richt and always ready to dis 
charge the duties assigned to him. Gentlemen and fcllow-citizens, it is by kind 
solicitations that Iam tlattered with the honor to write a few words in the behalf of 
to whom honor is due, and 8» well disciplined to play his part on the fronticrs. 
i oung licutenant is always ready to discharge the dutics assigned to him; is 
ys ready with alacrity; he is the gallantest officer of Company I, Tenth Cav- 
well disciplined to defend and stand for our country's rights ile is 
the West. See him march forth on the battle though ho 
going to a place of amusement Why, he « ' t wo call death in 
face with @ smile, not fearing death. His very countenance appears as thouch 
hus bome is on the battle-field. Nodoubt ina few years he will be champion of the 
West Hear him give the gallant command and sce bis wen obeying; his honor is 
uuspeakable, especially by unlearned men, alihough IL know something of honor 
Leis aman that will deliver ingenuity to all parties that got fain his galiant mind 
lic is well aware that the person who w iti try to live upright to the golden rule 
gocs to make the brave mind, which never seems sad in the hour of peril, or even 
when death is near. Heis well qualified for the duties assigned tohim. Wake up, 
fellow-citizens and barefooted roosters; I say, wake up, and look upon your officers 
f the f Between you and the enemy, why not seck the pleasure of our 
country?) See him, like Stonewall Jackson, standing firm to the trust of his coun- 
try, climbing up higher and higher like our President, U.S. Grant, the hero of his 
country. He don't tell you to go to the front, he tells his men te follow him.— 
Army and Navy Journal, July 2a, 1277 . 
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{The reading of the above extract was interrupted several times by 
laughter. 

Mr. DURHAM. 
closes. It is none of my purpose, Mr. Chairman, to defend especial y 
this Military Academy, but simply acting as the organ of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations to defend such appropriations as are neces- 
sary to carry it on. My friend from South Carolina talks about 
dancing there, That certainly is not pertinent to any provision ip 
this bill, for such an item is nowhere to be found in it. I appeal in 
all candor to my friend why he put these things into his speech and 
threw them before the country as if they were contained in this 
bill? Why did he cite items about boot-blacks and things of that 
kind? They all came out of the pay of the cadet, photographs and 
all; every one of them is deducted out of the $540 a year provided 
for the maintenance of these boys. They cannot spend a dollar of 
the money themselves. It is spent there forthem. In addition to 
that, they have to save up two dollars every month in order to have 
£04 at the end of the term for the purpose of buying an outfit. 

Now, sir, last year we appropriated $167,000 in round numbers for 
the support of these boys. This year we believe $150,000 is all that 
is necessary. We believe that amount to be necessary, that it is 
enough, but not more than enough, and we therefore ask this Hlouse 
to make appropriation of that amount, because we do not believe 
anything less than that would be sufficient. Then as to the ques- 
tion whether the men sent out are good or bad men; they ought to 
be all good men. This institution established by law has unques- 
tionably turned out some of the brightest geniuses who have ever 
adorned the annals of this or any other country, and I say let us 
stand by it and not throw slurs upon it. [Applause. ] 

Mr. AIKEN. Will the gentleman having charge of this bill allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. DURHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. AIKEN. Does the gent!eman from Kentucky say it takes $540 
to pay the absolutely necessary expenses of a cadet at West Point? 

Mr. DURHAM. I say that is the estimate of the professors. 

Mr. AIKEN. Do you say none of these items I have read are taken 
out of that $540 ? 

Mr. DURHAM. I say they are all taken out. 

Mr. AIKEN. Then there is shown the ridiculousness of making 
such an unnecessary appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pending amendment. 

ir. AIKEN’S amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

For pay of the Military Academy band, 88,999, which shall be in full for the pay 
of the said band for the year ending June 30, 1879, any law to the contrary not- 
withstanding 

Mr. FINLEY. 
follow ing: 


& 
Prot i, That no assessment shall be made upon the cadcts in said Academy 
for the further payment of said band. 


Mr. CLYMER. It never has been made. 

Mr. ATKINS. If the gentleman from Ohio will yield to me, I will 
move the committee rise. 

Mr. FINLEY. I will yield for that purpose, still retaining my 
right to the floor. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Whole 


I move to amend that paragraph by adding the 


, 
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| jutant-General in regard to the extension of Winder’s Bui! 


I want to say a few things before this debate | os 
| on Appropriations. 





% 
FEBRUARY 11, 
following message from the President of the United States: whj.) 
on motion of Mr. Cox, of New York, was referred to the ( ommitte 
on the Library, and ordered to be printed. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


In compliance with the resolution of Congress entitled “A joint resolution acce t 
ing the painting tendered to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson,” approy ; 
me on tho Ist instant, I have this day caused a copy of the resolution to be delic 
ered to Mrs. Thompson. — 


ss Rk. B. HAYES 
EXECUTIVE Mansion, February 11, 1878. 


WINDER’S BUILDING. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Toyse 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Ad. 
ilding ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS BLAIR, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the request for 
relief from responsibility of First Lieutenant Thomas Blair, lifteenth 
United States Infantry ; which was referred to the Committee op 
Military Affairs. 

CLERKS IN SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
‘he SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report relative to 
detail of clerks from the several Executive Departments for duty in 
the Surgeon-General’s Office ; which was referred to the Committee 


MEDICAL OFFICERS ON DUTY IN WASHINGTON. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the num- 
ber of medical oflicers on duty in Washington; which was referred 
to the Committee on Expenditures in the War Department. 

GEORGE D. HILL. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Ad 
jutant-General in the case of George D. Hiil, captain United States 
Army,retired; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

DEFICIFNCY IN PATENT OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent. laid before the House 
a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a letter from 
the Commissioner of Patents, relative to a deticiency in the appro 
priation for printing and binding in said office; which was reierred 
to the Commitee on Appropriations. 

HEIRS OF 8. R. WORTHAM. 

On motion of Mr. MILLS, by unanimous consent, leave was given 
to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the case of the 
heirs of 8. R. Wortham, there being no adverse report thereon. 

PAT. O. HAWS. 

On motion of Mr. WELCH, by unanimous consent, leave was 
given to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the case of 
Pat. O. Haws, there being no adverse report thereon. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


MISSISSIPPI LEVEES. 


Mr.CHALMERS. Pending the motion to adjonrn, I ask unanimous 
consent to present a memorial from the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi in regard to the Mississippi levees ; and I ask that it may 
be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. BREWER. I object. 

VENEZUELAN MIXED COMMISSION CLAIMS. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I ask. unanimous consent to report, from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, for the purpose of having printed and 
recommitted, the testimony in regard to the Venezuelan mixed com- 
mission claims. 

Mr. FOSTER. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion to adjourn. 

The question being taken, the motion was agreed to; and accord- 
ingly (at four o’clock and forty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr. BACON: The petition of Lemuel Gibson, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BALLOU: Resolutions of the Genera] Assembly of Rhode 
Island, in favor of specie payments and in a to the repeal of 
the resumption act and any measure by which silver will be made an 


| unlimited legal tender—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 


on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under consid- | 


eration the bill (H. R. No, 2507) making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Military Academy for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1879, 
and for other purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
MRS. ELIZABETH THOMPSON. 
PF AKER, by ananimons consent, laid before the House the 


By Mr. BANNING: The petition of John G. Stafford, for compen- 
sation for work and labor done under a contract with District ot Co- 
lumbia officials—to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 234 discharged soldiers of Penusylvania, who 
served during the late war, for the passage of the bill for the equali- 
zation of bounties—to the Committee on Military Affairs. ‘ 

Also, the petition of distillers of Cincinnati, for Congress to declare 





1878. 


++ intention not to change the existing tax on whisky—to the Com- 
.ittee af Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of wholesale grocers of Cincinnati, Obio, for the 
jmmediate and unconditional repeal of the bankrupt law—to the Com- 
qittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BEEBE: The petition of Leon Happock, and of citizens of 
Fremont, Sullivan County, New York, for the amendment of the pen- 
sion laws—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petition of J. H. Merrell, of Washington, 
Pisirict of Columbia, to be relieved from certain alleged illegal tax 
assessments—to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of Blair & Atwood and others of 
Alton, Illinois, and of Burrell Brothers and others, for a drawback in 
case the tax on tobacco is reduced—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. BUTLER: The petitions of the Baptist church at Merrimac, 
of the Congregational church at South Hadley, of the Baptist church 
at Winchendon, of the Methodist Episcopal church at Turner’s Falls, 
of the Congregational church, Charlestown district, Boston; of the 
Methodist Episcopal church of West Warren, of the Congregational 
church of Raynham, of the Congregational church of Dunsiable, of 
the Congregational church at Natick, of the Memorial church of 
Georgetown, and of the First Congregational church of Lowell, Mas- 
eachusetts, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traflic—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petitions of Mrs. Mariann Hosmer and of Ann F. Hosmer, 
for relief from their political disabilities—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of I. Israel and 115 other citizens of Salem, Mas- 
sachusetts, for an amendment to the Constitution granting women the 
right of sufirage—to the same committees, 

Also, (he petition of G. De Rosset Lamar, for permission to present 
his claim as executor of Gazaway B. Lamar, deceased, to the Court of 
Claims for adjudication—to the same committee. 

Also, the petitions of Nichols & Fletcher, and others, manufactur- 
ers of tobacco, at Lowell, Massachusetts, and of Murray & Reed and 
others, of Burlington, Vermont, for a drawback in case the tax on 
tobacco is reduced—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Hogan Patrick, to be relieved from the charge 
of desertion—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Mary Callan, mother of James Callan, deceased, 
for the removal of the charge of desertion against the latter—to the 
ne committee. 


Also, the petition of Henry C. Richardson, for compensation for | 


property captured from him by the Nez Perecé Indians—to the Com- 
juitiee on Indian Aftairs. 

Also, the petition of Karl Heinzen and others, of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, concerning the public lands and their preservation for the 
people—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petitions of citizens of Deer Park, New York, and of John 
M. Bailey and 164 other citizens of Woonsocket, Rhode Island, for 
ihe remonetization of silver and the repeal of the resumption act— 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also, the petition of Moses G. Hall, president, in behalf of the na- 
tional workingmen’s greenback party, for the passage of a Jaw requir- 
ing the Secretary of the Treasury to redeem bonds and issue green- 
backs, which shall be full legal tender, in their stead—to the same 
committee, 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Sophia Low Hoole—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of Webster C. 
Webb, to be placed upon the muster-roll of Company G, Seventeenth 
Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, as second lieutenant—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

by Mr. CALKINS: The memorial of the mayor and councilmen of 
Michigan City and others, for the improvement of Michigan City 
barbor—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CANNON, of Llinois: The petition of Henry Ritter and 
others, for a drawback in case the tax on tobacco is reduced—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Ky Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky: The petition of Charles Tilts and 
other citizens of Bracken County, Kentucky, for a reduction of the 
tax on tobacco—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petitions of Norton Iron Works Company and other man- 
ufacturers of Ashland, Kentucky, and of Ashland Furnace Company, 
and other manufacturers of Ashland, Kentucky, that tariff duties 
remain unchanged until thoroughly investigated—to the same com- 
lnittee. 

_ By Mr. CONGER: The petition of Wallace Bailey and 50 other cit- 
izens of Fish Lake, Michigan, against any tax on tea and cottee—to | 
the same committee. 

By Mr. COX, of New York: The petition of Elizabeth Pierce, for a 
peLsion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

by Mr. CULBERSON : A paper relating to the establishment of a | 
post-route from Atlanta, Texas, to Tray Level, Louisiana—to the | 
Cominittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. | 

_ By Mr. DAVIS, of California: Resolutions of the Legislature of 
California respecting pensions for soldiers, sailors, and marines in the 
Mexican war—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of California, respecting the im- | 
provement of Wilmington Harbor—to the Committee on Commerce. | 


| 
| 
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Also, resolutions of the Legislature of California, requesting an in- 
crease of mail-service—to the Committee on the Post-Oftice and Post- 


| Roads. 


By Mr. DEERING: Two petitions of citizens of lowa, that the duty 
on linseed and linseed-oil remain unchanged—to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DURHAM: A paper relating tothe establishment of a post- 
route from Valley Oak, by way of Salem Store, Dabney, and Ander- 
son’s Mill, to Higin’s Station, on the Cincinnati Southern Railroad— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of C. W. Greene, William 
Long, and others, of Essexville, Michigan, workingmen, engaged in 
the manufacture of lumber and salt, against a reduction of the tariff 
on foreign lumber and salt—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Sarah Spaulding, of Bay City, Michigan, for 
relief—to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Indiana: The petition of citizens of Indiana 
against any change of the tariff on flaxseed and linseed-oil—to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FORNEY: The petition of Elijah M. D. Burriss, for com- 
pensation for property destroyed by the United States Army—to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GOODE: Papers relating to the war claim of Fannie E. 
Cooper—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of J. P. Cilley, David Howe, and others, 
for an appropriation to improve Lincolaville Harbor, Maine—to-the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HART: A paper relating to the bill to extend the western 
boundary of the district of Genesee, New York—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. HOUSE: The petition of A. F. Whitman, for an appropria- 
tion to pay a claim adjudged to be correct and just by the Solicitor 
of the Treasury—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: A paper relating to the establishment of a 
post-route from West Lima to Hillsborough, Wisconsin—to the Com- 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of the Milwaukee Clearing-House Association, rel 
ative to the silver-currency question—to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of G. W. Lewis, J. R. C. Lewis and 
H. L. D. Lewis, great-nephews of General George Washington,for an 
appropriation to purchase a large number of relics of General Wash- 
ington—to the Committee on Appropriations 

By Mr. JONES, of Alabama: A paper relating to the establish- 
ment ofa post-route from Grove Hill, by way ol Waite’s Store, Jack- 
son, Cherry’s Mill, and Partin’s Store, to Suggsville, Aiabama—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roaus. 

Ly Mr. JOYCE: The petition of F. K. Haven and &9 others, for 
the appointment of a commission of inquiry cencerning the alcoholic 
liquor traftic—to the Cominittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KEIFER: The petition of C. W. Bett and 8&6 others, of 
Piqua, Ohio, soldiers of the late war, for the equalization of boun- 
ties—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Rhodenhamel & Brother and 22 others, for the 
retention of the existing duty on linseed and linseed-oil—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of D. H. Sherman, Thomas 

Vheeler, Charles Dentor, Daniel McElwee, G. A. Knox, Ward Me 
Arthur, James Van Alstique, and 60 others, dealers and shippers of 
live stock in New York and vicinity, against the passage of the bill 
requiring the use of the patent Palace Stock-Car Company’s cars ip 
the transportation of live stock—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. KIDDER: The petition of O. W. Streeter, for compensa- 
tion for services rendered the United Sfates as a United States mar- 
shal—to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of R. M. Crawford, relative to timber culture—to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: Resolutions of Ferndale Grange Patrons of 
Husbandry, favoring the construction of a ship-canal across the 
Isthmus of Darien—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MACKEY: The petition of citizens of Bellefonte, Pennsyl- 
Vania, against any change in the laws imposing duties on imports— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MCGOWAN: The petition of 44 citizens of Michigan, for 
the retention of the existing tariff cn wool—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of Baily Donaldson, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petitions of Arthur Brintnall and 14 other citizens of 
Medina County, Ohio, and of Thompson Pierce and 28 other citizens 
of York, Ohio, against a reduction of the tarilf on linseed and linseed- 


| oil—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of John C. Black, late colonel 
Thirty-seventh Ilmois Infantry, for a pension at $50 per month from 
August, 1865—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr.MORSE; The petition of empleyés at the Boston navy-yard, 
for compensation for extra labor—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. OLIVER: Papers relating to the claim of D. W. Dodson— 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

By Mr. PAGE: Resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of San 


Francisco, California, communicated by telegraph, opposing the pas 
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sage of the Bland silver bill or the use of silver coin in any other way | Will. A. Coulter be restored to his former rank in the Army—to oe 
than as subsidiary coin and opposing the repeal of the resumption | Committee on Military Affairs. ; . 


act—to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS: Papers relating to the claim of Nathan Stark— 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. POLLARD: A naper relating to the establishment of a post- 
route from Ladle, Missouri, to Ringgold, lowa—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of Andrew Wright & Co., and others, for an exten- 


sion of the letters-patent covering Sarven’s patent wheel—to the Com- | 


mittee on Patents. 

By Mr. PRICE: Petition of citizens of the second congressional 
district of Iowa, that duties on flaxseed and linseed-oil remain un- 
changed—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Dewey street 
Baptist church,Worcester, Massachusetts, for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traflic—to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Newton & Co., and others of Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts, for a drawback in case the tax on tobacco is re- 
duced—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petitions of Mary Scolen, Captain 
Joseph Owens, and Augustus Lempp, for increase of pensions—to the 
Comumnittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Louis De Chutlerand others, for arrearages of 
pensions—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of John Bourke and George W. Andrews, for 
pensions—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Dr. Charles E, Tupper, for the payment of 
salary as assistant surgeon, Forty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer 
lnfantry—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of J. M. McCorkle, J. S. Henderson, 
John W. Manney, James E. Kerr, Kerr Craige, Charles Price, and R. 
A. Caldwell, esquires, against abolishing the Western North Carolina 
judicial district—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana: The petition of John W. Wright, 
for reimbursement on agcount of money loaned for the use of the levy 
court of the District of Columbia—to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: The petition of H. H. Fenton 
and others, of Monson, Massachusetts, that no change in tariff laws 
prejudicial to labor be made—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RYAN: The petition of H. M. Billingsley, late of Company 
I, Fourth Regiment Indiana Cavalry, for relief—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SAPP: Papers relating to the establishment of post-routes 
from Red Oak to Grant, Montgomery County, lowa; from Harlan to 
Westside, Iowa; from Shelby to Kegg Creek; and from Leland 
Grove, by way of Six Mill Grove, Mosquito, and Pigeon Creek, to 
Woodbine—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SAYLER: Petition of dealers in manufactured tobacco and 
cigars, for a drawback in case of a reduction of tax, and asking 
speedy action upon the question—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. SCALES: The petitions of John H. Dillon, Cyrus P. Men- 
denhall, Thomas Ruffin, John A. Gilmer, William S. Ball, Levi M. 
Scott, W. P. Caldwell, G. G. Scales, George H. Gregory, G. M. More- 
head, W. 8. Hill, John A. Barringer, J. T. Morehead, Robert R. King 
and John W. Payne, and members of the bar of Greensborough, North 
Carolina, against the abolition of the western judicial district of 
North Carolina—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of Charles Alford and 
54 other citizens of Ottawa County, Michigan, against any reduction 
of the tariff on foreign wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. THROCKMORTON: The petition of citizens of Grayson 
County, Texas, for the continuance of a mail-route from Gordonville, 
to Dexter, Texas—to the Committee on the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads. 

by Mr. VANCE: A paper relative to the establishment of a post- 
route from Webster to Highland by the way of Cullowhee, North 
Carolina—to the same committee. 

Also, the resolutions of the Pennsylvania Editorial Association, for 
an amendment of the postal laws relating to the classification of mail 
matter—to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Nancy Franklin—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WAIT: The petition of A. P. Sturtevant and others, citizens 
of Norwich, Connecticut, against certain changes in the tariff laws— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petitions of several savings-banks and savings societies 
in Connecticut, for the repeal of the law taxing the deposits in such 
banks and savings institutions—to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency. 

By Mr. WELCH: The petition of C. 8. Nettleton and others, of 
Nebraska, to prevent the leasing of lands west of the one hundredth 
meridian to stock-growers, as recommended by the President of the 
United States—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Alabama: A paper relating to the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from Clayton to Solomon’s Mills—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: The petition of John J. Bagley, 
C. M. Garrison, and other citizens of Detroit, Michigan, that Captain 





By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon: The petitions of citizens of p, k 
County, Oregon, and of Citizens of Whitman County, Washingto,, 


| Territory, for an extension of time to enable the Northern Pacis, 


Railway Company to complete its road—to the Committee op ; xe 
Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin: The petition of vessel-owner, 
and others, of Kenosha, Wisconsin, for the improvement of the h 
at that place—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: The petition of 2,500 citizens of 
Louisville, Kentucky, for the passage of the Texas Pacific Railroyd 
bill—to the Committee on the Pacitic Railroad. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of J. F. Weston—to the Commit. 
tee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Francis Timmons, for compensation for prop- 
erty taken by the United States Army—to the same committee, 

By Mr. WILSON: The petition of Jennie K. Moore, for payment 
of fees due her late husband, Thomas Elmore, late clerk of the dis. 
trict court of the United States for the western district of Virginia— 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of a post-route from De 
Kalb to Glenville, West Virginia—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WOOD: Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of New York, in regard to the improvement of the navization 
of Harlem River and Spuyten Duyvel Creek—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the petition of G. De Rosset Lamar, executor of Gazaway J. 
Lamar, for permission to bring suit in the Court of Claims for prop- 
erty seized by United States oflicials—to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of Thomas H. Webb, for compensa- 
tion for property taken by the United States Army—to the Commit- 
tee on War Claims. 
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IN SENATE. 
TUESDAY, February 12, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. ByRoN SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States; which was ordered to 
lie on the table : 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

In compliance with the resolution of Congress entitled ‘‘ Joint resolution accept 
ing a painting tendered to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson," approved by 
me on the Ist instant, Ihave this day caused a copy of the resolution to be de- 
livered to Mrs. Thompson. 

k. B. HAYES. 

EXSCUTIVE MANSION, February 11, 1878. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of Hannah Streets, widow 
of John W. Streets, late of Company B, One hundred and seventeenth 
United States Colored Troops, praying to be allowed a pension ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the memorial of C. L. Hawes and 
others, workingmen of Dayton, Ohio, engaged in the manufacture of 
paper, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on foreign im- 
ports affecting their labor and against the reimposition of the war tax 
on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committe on Finance. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Robert Grayson, of 
Michigan, praying for an amendment of the pension laws; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. I present the petition of Mrs. F. Lovinda 
Wright, Sarah E. Dart, ol others, of Lansing, Michigan, in favor of 
a constitutional amendment prohibiting the States from disfranchis- 
ing United States citizens on account of sex; alsoa like petition from 
Annie Weiur, of Oregon, Lapeer County, Michigan; a like petition 
from Mrs. Amy C. Moore, of Lebanon, Clinton County, Michigan; 
another from Aurelia E. Holmes, of the same county; another of 
similar import from Mrs. D. W. C. Visner and 37 others, of Fayette, 
Hillsdale County, Michigan; another from Mrs. H. R. Gardner and 
26 others, of Hillsdale County; and another from Agnes Ingram and 
others, of Adamsville, Beaver County, Utah Territory. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. These petitions will be referred to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Mr. President, I wish to say in reference to 
this subject that I hope the Committee on Privileges and Elections w ill 
take up the subject and report upon it. I think the petitioners are 
entitled to at least so much consideration. I will take this occasion 
also to express my own views upon the subject. Whenever I am sat- 
isfied that a majority of the ladies in any State are in favor of female 
suffrage, I have not the slightest objection to it. Until then I have, 
but I would rather—— 
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Mr. HOAR. 
a question f bs ‘i on . 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. Will the Senator allow me to get through ? 

Mr. HOAR. I merely wanted to ask the Senator a question. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. If the Senator pleases, I was going on further 
to remark that I think the State Legislature is the proper place to 
present petitions of this kind rather than Congress. That is all I 
want to Say. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the honorable Senator from Michigan 
if we are to understand him to say that in regard to that greatest of 
all questions of government, the question whether women should be 
admitted to the suffrage, he so recognizes the capacity of women to 
deal with questions of government as to propose to leave that ques- 
tion to them. I think that is a very important admission in favor of 
the petitioners, and one that the committee might well incorporate 
in their report. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. 


quences. 


I admit that it is so, and I accept the conse- 


Will the Senator from Michigan allow me to ask him | Stella Fisk, William H. May, Lewis Blair, and others, citizens of 
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Mr. McMILLAN presented a memorial of the Legislature of Min- | 


nesota, in favor of an extension of the land grant to the Hastings 
and Dakota Railway; which was referred to the Committee on Rail- 
oads. 

. Mr. SAUNDERS presented the petition of L. Brewer, J. H. Case, 
and 75 others, citizens of Clay County, Nebraska, praying for the 
adoption of the proposed amendment to the timber-culture act now 
pending before the Senate; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I present the petition of lawyers of Greensbor- 
ough, North Carolina, suggesting considerations why the western 
jndicial district of North Carolina should not be abolished, and pray- 
ing Congress not to pass a bill which is pending in the House for 
that purpose. I move its reference to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. THURMAN. I present certain resolutions adopted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Ohio, in favor of the passage of the Bland 
bill, so called. I ask that they may be read and lie uvon the table. 

The resolutions were ordered to lie upon the table, and were read, 
as follows: 


Whereas Congress passed an act, commonly known as an act to strengthen 
the public credit, ss March 18, 1869, changing about $1,600,000,000 of 5.20 
bonds from a greenback to a coin bond, which, at said time, included both the 
precious metals, gold and silver; and 

Whereas the said Congress in 1873, by an act, stopped the coinage of the silver 
dollar, and in 1874, in revising the United States statutes, demonetized silver, 
thereby endeavoring to make the national debt payable in gold. thus taking from 
the tax-payers of this country many hundred millions of dollars for the benetit of 
bondholders and capitalists of this and foreign conntries: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That, in the opinion of 
this General Assembly, all the bonds issued by the United States Government are 
payable, principal and interest, at the option of the United States Government, in 
silver @ins of the coinage of the legal standard of the United States as it stood in 
ir70, and that to restore to its coinage such silver coins as a legal tender in pay- 
ment of said bonds, principal and interest, is not in violation of the public faith 
nor infrivging on the rights of the public creditor. 

Resolved, That common honesty, true financial wisdom, and justice to the tax- 
payers of this country demand the immediate restoration of the silver dollar to its 
former rank as a legal tender for all debts, public and private. 

Resolved, That President Hayes and Secretary John Sherman, in their opposi- 
tion to the restoration of the silver dollar, do not represent the views nor wishes 
of the people of the State of Ohio on this vital issue, as is shown by the passage of 
a resolution by the Sixty-second General Assembly of Ohio, in its regular session 
of 1877, asking Congress to restore the said silver dollar, with only three negative 
votes in the house of representatives and but one in the senate, and the passage of 
a bill by the house of representatives of Ohio at the same session, making silver 
coin a legal tender for all debts and demands throughout the State of Ohio in con 
formity to the universal voice of the people of Ohio, irrespective of party. 

Resolved, That we approve of the B and silver bill, passed by the lower House of 
Congress, and that our Senators in Congress be, and they are hereby, instructed 
and our Representatives requested to support said bill without any amendments 
limiting free coinage. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit forthwith a copy of these 
resolutions to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

JAMES E. NEAL, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES W: OWENS, 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 
Adopted January 24, 1878. 


Mr. THURMAN. I present a petition signed by a number of gen- 
tlemen of all political parties praying for the repeal of the resump- 
tion act. This petition has been sent to me by a distinguished leader 
of the prohibition party, who announces to me that it would have 
been much more numerously signed and by persons of all parties if 
it had been more extensively circulated. 1 move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the memorial of John Platt and others, 
workingmen of Salem Township, Columbiana County, Ohio, engaged 
in the manufacture of iron and pottery, remonstrating against a re- 
duction of the duties on foreign imports and against the reimposi- 
tion of the war tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG presented the petition of James A. Wright & 
Sons and others, citizens of Saint Louis, Missouri, praying for the 
further extension of James D. Sarven’s patent for an improvement in 
carriage wheels ; which was referred to the Committee on Patents. 
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Galena, Stone County, Missouri; and the petition of Mrs. Maria Judd, 
Lina C. Meier, Ida F. Judd, B. F. Turner, A. W. Phelps, aud others, 
citizens of Norborne, Carroll County, Missouri, praying for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; 
which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the petition of Lucinda B. Chandler 
and others, of Cumberland County, New Jersey, praying foran amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; 
which was referred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

He also presented the petition of Winter & Ball and other mannufact- 
urers of Jersey City, New Jersey, employing five hundred aud four- 
teen workmen, praying that Congress will take no action cont erning 
a revision of tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by ofli- 
cial inquiry the condition of the industries of the country and that 
the nature of the proposed legislation is such as in the opinion of 
practical business men would best promote the restoration of general 
prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee on Finanee. 

Ile also presented the memorial of Samuel Williams and others, 
workingmen of Elizabeth, New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture 
of cordage, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on for 
eign imports, and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and 
cotiee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finauce. 

He also presented the petition of the Reformed church, of Middle- 
town, New Jersey, signed by the pastor; and the petition of the Good 
Templars of Woodbury, New Jersey, officially signed, praying Con- 
gress to provide by appropriate legislation for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traftic; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BARNUM | resented the petition of Mrs. W. B. Johnson, Hattie 
L. Button, F. J. Johnson, M. Wisewell, and others, citizens of Hart- 
ford, Connecticut; the petition of Anna M. Middlebrook, M. D., 
Carrie J. Taylor, W. Porter, A. Hunt, and others, citizens of Bridge- 
port, Fairfield County, Connecticut; and the petition of Mary F. 
Peck, Sarah S. Wetmore, Aaron Sanford, T. 8. Peck, and others, citi- 
zens of Newtown, Fairfield County, Connecticut, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitation of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
of sex; which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Mr. BOOTH presented a concurrent resolution of the Legislature 
of California, in favor of the passage of an act granting pensions to 
the soldiers, sailors, and marines who served in the Mexican war dur- 
ing the years 1846, 1847, and 13848; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also presented a concurrent resolution of the Legislature of 
California, in favor of an appropriation of money by Congress for 
the improvement of the harbur of San Luis Obispo; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of 
Chicago, Illinois, in favor of an appropriation by Congress to com- 
plete the breakwater at the lake entrance to the Sturgeon Bay and 
Lake Michigan Ship-Canal ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRUCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Nancy E. McClelland, praying to be allowed 
a pension, submitted a report thereon accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
724) granting a pension to Nancy E. McClelland. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed. , 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 3072) to authorize a 
special term of the circuit court of the United States for the southern 
districf of Mississippi to be held at Scranton, in Jackson County, to 
report’ it with an expression of the opinion of the committee that 
the bill ought not to pass, and with a written report. I ask that 
the bill may be placed on the Calendar, as I believe my honorable 
friend from Mississippi wishes to call the attention of the Senate to it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar 
with the adverse report of the committee. The report will be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER. I am instructed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 165) to reimburse the 
State of Texas for expenses incurred by said State in repelling in- 
vasions of Indians and Mexicans, to report it to the Senate and ask 
that the committee be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, and that the bill be referred to the Committee on Claims, 
it being the belief of the Military Committee that the subject prop- 
erly should go to the Committee on Claims instead of to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. 
if there be no objection, 

Mr. SPENCER. I am instructed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred a memorial of the governor of Penn- 
sylvania, a memorial of the governor of Kentucky, a memorial of the 
governor of Vermont, and a memorial of the governor of Indiana, 


That change of reference will be made, 


He also presented the petition of S. P, Duncan, Theresa Massey, | asking on behalf of those States an appropriation for the payment to 
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the States entitled thereto of unpaid balances of actual expenses 
incurred by them, respectively, for enrolling, arming, equipping, and 
supplying troops to aid in the suppression of the late rebellion, to ask 
that the committee be discharged from the consideration of this sub- 

,a that the memorials be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs whether the report he now makes includes also 
the memorial of the State of Ohio, which was embraced in the same 
resolution ? 

Mr. SPENCER. 
It should do so 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


It does, but I have not that memorial with me. 


They should all go together. 

Mr. SPENCER. All should go together. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The memorial of Ohio should go to the Commit- 
tee on Claims if the memorials of Indiana and Vermont and the other 
States go there. If the Senator is ready to report that also, I have 
nothing to say, but the subject ought not be divided up between the 
two committees, plainly enough. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will say tothe Senator from Vermont that the me- 
moria! to which he refers isin my possession and will be reported. The 
general order was to report all the cases. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

Mr. SPENCER. That was the general order. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The report of the Senator from Alabama 
will be regarded as agreed to, and the memorials referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. MAXEY, from the Comiittee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred a letter of the Secretary of War transmitting a copy of acom- 
munication from Major General Hancock, United States Army, sug- 
gesting an amendment of the one hundred and fourth article of war, 
in relation to the execution of the findings of courts-martial, submit- 
ted a report thereon accompanied by a bill (S. No. 725) to amend the 
one hundred and fourth article of war. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (8. No. 452) to provide for a commission of inquiry on 
the subject of the alcoholic liquor tratlic, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MORRILL. lam directed by the same committee, to whom was 
referred the joint resolution (H.R. No. 90) declaring that a reduction of 
the tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient, to report it without amend- 
ment. I give notice that I will ask the early attention of the Sen- 
ate, perhaps to-morrow morning, to this subject. 

Mr PLUMB, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 341) for the relief of Charles H. Moseley, re- 
ported adversely thereon, and moved that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed ; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
S. No. 401) for the relief of Charles H. Mosely, reported it with an 
umendment ; and submitted areport thereon, which was ordered to be 
printed, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 340) for the relief of William F. Grove, submitted an adverse 
report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was 
postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No, 28) authorizing the appointment of stenographers by the judge- 
advocates of the several military departments, reported adversely 
thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. PLUMB I present the views of the minority of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs on the bill (S. No. 26) to donate a portion of 
the military reservation of Fort Harker to the State of Kansas for 
the establishment of an educational or charitable institution, and to 
open the remainder of said reservation to settlement; and also sub- 
mit an amendment to the substitute proposed by the majority of the 


committee to this bill. I move that the views and amendment be 
printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 377) to authorize the restoration of Stephen 
O'Connor to the rank of first lieutenant in the Army, reported ad- 
versely thereon, and the bill was postponed indetinitely. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, I am instructed by a majority of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 172) to re- 
move all restrictions now existing in regard to enlistments of the 
colored citizen in any arm of the United States Army, to make a 
iavorable report and recommend the passage of the bill with an 
amendment. 

Mr. MAXEY. In connection with the report just made, I desire to 
state, as a member of the committee, that I do not concur in the 
report. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to say that I non-concur in the report 
as amended by the committee and concur with the Senator from 
‘Texas, (Mr. MAXEY. ] 

Mr. BAILEY, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred tbe bill (S. No. 328) granting a pension to Mrs. Esther A. 
George, reported it without amendment and submitted a report 
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
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| (S. No. 593) granting a pension to Margaret R. Coloney, ; 


adversely thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely, * 


He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the }) 
(S. No. 372) granting a pension to Adelia K. Clark, submitted ... 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, ang 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the ne 
tion of Isabella McGunnegle, widow of Wilson McGunnegle, late 
lieutenant-commander in the United States Navy, praying {or i 
increase of pension, reported adversely thereon, and the committ: we 
were discharged from the further consideration of the petition 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the pet 
tion of William McCartney, praying that his name be restored to tho 
pension-rolls, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which was ord: ae 
to be printed, and the committee were discharged from the 
consideration of the petition. 


“40d the 


fur ther 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leaya 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 726) for the relief of Henry E. Sizer; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims 

Mr. INGALLS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (8. No. 727) making an appropriation for the protec- 
tion of the navigation of the Missouri River near Atchison, Kansas: 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee oy 
Commerce. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No.728) providing for the liability of receivers 
of railroads in the State courts of the several States of the Union: 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8S. No. 729) for the rehef of Jane Polk, widow of Jolin R. 
Polk, deceased; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, asked, and by unanimons consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 730) to amend section 4414 
of the Revised Statutes; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MAXEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 731) to extend the commerce of the United 
States with Mexico, secure economy in the expenditures required for 
national defense, and to provide for the completion of a southern 
Pacific railway; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. MAXEY. In presenting this bill I desire to say that I do so by 
request, reserving to myself the right to examine and investigate 
its merits, and to act in future as that examination may point out to 
be my duty, without being committed to the bill. 

Mr. MATTHEWS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 19) in reference to the disap- 

yroval of an act of the Territory of Arizona; which was read twice 
& its title, and referred to the Committee on Territories. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSTON, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial and accompanying papers of the heirs of Will 
A. Graham be taken from the files and reterred to the Committee on Patents 

Mr.KERNAN. Iam requested to offer the following order; I think 
there has been no action on the papers referred to: 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Rollin White. and the papers in opposi- 
tion to the bill for tho relief of William Wheeler Hubbell, be taken from the tiles 
and referred to the Committee on Patents 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Has not that been reported adversely upon once 
or twice? All those orders are conditional, I believe, Mr. President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair makes them all upon the con- 
dition imposed by the rules; and the order asked by the 
from New York is made accordingly. 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


Mr. TELLER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (8S. No. 481) for the sale of timber on the public 
lands in the State of Colorado; which was referred to the Comuut- 
tee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


REPRINTING OF A BILL. 


Mr. PLUMB. On the 7th of February I introduced a bill (S. No. 
695) to amend section 2289 of the Revised Statutes and to repeal cer- 
tain sections relating to the growth of timber on the public domain 
and the provisions of law governing pre-emption entries ; which was 
misprinted. I now present a corrected copy of the bill and move that 
the usual number of copies be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THE SINKING-FUND. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I rise for the purpose of inquiring of 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] and the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] when it will be agreeable to them to have 
the resolution in relation to the sinking fund which I submitted on 
the 2ist of January and which was discussed a few days ago, taken 
up and further considered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator from Kentucky that pet 
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bans he had better postpone it till after the silver bill is disposed of, | man of the House Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. and 
. ry likely it will lead to a discussion of more than twenty-five or 


th rt minutes, and whenever it is taken up it ought to be disposed of. 
“Mr. BECK. I think that would be better myself. 
FEBRUARY TWENTY-SECOND. 

Mr. DORSEY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. No. 623) to amend section 993 of the Revised Stat- 

. of the United States for the District of Columbia, so as to make 
she 24xt of February a holiday within said district. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. What legal result will the declaration in this bill 
have? I want to call the attention of the Senator to this considera- 


tion merely—I have not heard of the bill before—that in some juris- | 


Jictions the existence of a legal holiday affects obligations as to the 
day of payment of promissory notes, and of course a legal holiday 
made within so short a period of time as the period intervening be- 


tween this aud the 22d of February ought not to affect the obliga- 


tion of commercial contracts this year. 

Mr. DORSEY. The intention of the bill is to make Washington’s 
birthday a bank holiday. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The section which it proposes to amend relates 
to bank holidays. 


Mr. DORSEY. Section 993, which is alluded to in the bill, is as 





follows: 
e following days, namely: The Ist day of January, commonly called New 
car's Day; the 4th day of July; the 25th day of December, commonly called 
Christmas Day; and any day appointed or recommended by the President of the 


United States as a day of public fast or thanksgiving, shall be holidays within 

District, and shall, for all purposes of presenting for payment or acceptance, 
r the maturity and protest, and giving notice of the dishonor of bills of ex- 

ye, bank-checks, and promissory notes, or other negotiable or commercial pa- 
be treated and considered as is the first day of the week, commonly called 
day, and all notes, drafts, checks, or other commercial or negotiable paper fall- 
ing due or maturing on either of said holidays shall be deemed as having matured 
on tbe day previous. 

Mr. HOAR. My point then arises, that it is certainly impolitic, if 
it conld be done constitutionally, to make a legal holiday of a day 
ten days hence which will alter the obligation of the promisors and 
indorsers on all promissory notes or bills of exchange. The statute 
certainly should not take effect until next year. 

Mr. DORSEY. 
Let the bill be so amended. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Add at the end, “this act shall take effect on the 
Ist day of March,” or whatever day may be suggested, to carry it 
beyond the 22d of February this year. 

Mr. HOAR. I would add at the end of the bill: 

This act shall take effect on and after the 22d of February next. 

Mr. DORSEY. That is sufficient, perhaps. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Wait a minute, Mr. President. It would be bet- 
ter to say the Ist of July or any time beyond the 22d of February, 
for the reason that if we say it shall take effect on the day named it 
would leave everybody in doubt as to what it meant. 

Mr. HOAR. I will say “on and after the Ist of January, 1879.” 

Mr. SARGENT. Is it not a solecism to say that an act making the 
22d of February a holiday shall take effect on the 1st of January? 
It seems to me in language it is a solecism. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think not. 

Mr. HOAR. I adopted the mode of accomplishing the result at the 
suggestion of other Senators, but it seems to me it is not liable to that 
criticism. The law takes effect on the Ist day of January, 1879, and 
from that time everybody governs himself accordingly in making con- 
tracts. 

Mr.SARGENT. If my friend will allow me, I suggest that it might 
do better to say that the section shall not apply to the next ensuing 


oO», 


221 of February. 

Mr. HOAR. I think that is much better. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Massachusetts so 
modify the amendment ? 

Mr. HOAR. Lwill modify it so as to add to the bill: 

This act shall not apply to the 22d of February, 1878. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in, 

_ The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
time, and passed. 

CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, if the morning business is concluded, 
] niove to proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 642. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 644) to constitute 
4 commission to consider and report a plan for providing enlarged 







accommodations for the Library of Congress was considered as in | 


Committee of the Whole. 

It constitutes the two chairmen of the Joint Committee on the Li- 
brary of Congress on the part of the Senate and House, the chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, the chair- 


I do not know that I have any objection to that. | 


the Librarian of Congress, a commission to consider the whole su 
of providing enlarged accommodations for the Library of Congre 
and to reporta plan for such accommodations, together with a i 
mate of the cost. The sum of $2,500, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, is appropriated for procuring such plans as the commis- 
sion may prescribe. 

Mr. MORRILL. I take it that the bill in its present form, asit in- 
eludes the whole subject, will not preclude this commission from re- 
porting distinctly upon a plan whether it shall be an enlargement of 
the present Library or a new building. Itis for “ enlarged accommo- 
dations,” but I take it that will not preclude them from reporting in 
favor of a separate building. With that 
objection to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOWE. I donot understand that the commission if appointed 
would be precluded from considering any plan that might be laid 
before them. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ss, 


understanding, I have no 


FREEDMAN’'S BANK BUILDING. 


Mr. DAWES. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the bill providing for the purchase of the Freedman’s Bank prop- 
erty. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 557) directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to purchase certain property of the Freed- 
man’s Savings and Trust Company for the use of the United States, 
and for other purposes, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

By its provisions the Secretary of the Treasury is directed to pur- 
chase for the use of the United States all those lots and parcels of 
ground, with the buildings and improvements thereon, situated in 
the city of Washington, on Pennsylvania avenue, between Fifteenth 
and Fifteen and a half streets, and belonging to the Freedman’s 
Savings and Trust Company, at a sum not exceeding $275,000, to be 
paid,and by him placed to the credit of the commissioners of the 
company on the books of the Treasurer of the United States for dis- 
tribution among its creditors upon proof of a perfect title and the 
execution to the United States of a deed good and suflicient in law, 
and in form approved by the Attorney-General. 

The further sum of $5,000 is appropriated forthe purpose of fitting 


up the rooms upon the first floor of the fire-proof building upon the 


| premises known as the Freedman’s Bank building, under the diree- 


tion of the Supervising Architect of the Capitol, for the use of the 
Court of Claims, and the removal of if and its records and papers 


| thereto. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I like to ask the Senator 
from Massachusetts a question. I have understood, though I have it 
not reliably, that the building has been offered for $225,000. IL sce 
$275,000 is named in the bill now pending. I should also like to ask 
the Senator if he knows the cost of the building as it now stands 

Mr. DAWES. The particular question directed to me by the Sena- 
tor from West Virginia, whether this building has been offered at 
$225,000, lam not able to answer. I do not think it can be so for 
this reason: as long ago as March 29, 1576, the Secretary of the T'reas- 
ury entered into a correspondence with the Supervising Architect 
and others upon the application of the chairman of the House Com- 
mittee, and at that time the price of the building and premises was 
$350,000, and I have a letter here from the Supervising Architect at 
that time, addressed to the Secretary in answer to a letter of Mr. 
DovuGtas of the House, urging very strongly the purchase of the 
building at that price. Some time since, when it became so absolutely 
necessary to provide further room in this Capitol, there was an effort 
made to find some place for the Court of Claims, that occupies nine 
of the committee-rooms of the Senate side of this building; the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds raade inquiry, and they 
found the price claimed for this building to be $325,000. Three hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars was the price at which it was 
put by the commissioners at that time. The committee entered into 
a negotiation with them, the result of which was that they have 
agreed to take the sum fixed in this bill, $275,000, if Congress will 
so pass the bill. And so I am quite certain that there has been some 
mistake about its ever having been offered for $225,000. It was es- 
teemed by every property-holder in the city acquainted with the 
value of that property to be exceedingly low at $350,000. It is now 
put at $275,000. It contains a good deal nfore ground, as the Sena- 
tor from West Virginia I think must be aware, than is covered by 
the building. It is one hundred and eighty-six feet on Pennsylvania 
avenue, going clear to the corner, embracing the brick building on 
the corner, and runs back on Fifteen and a half street one hundred 
and thirty-six feet. The lot is one hundred and eighty-six feet in 
front of the Treasury building, of which the F'reedman’s Bank build- 
ing occupies but about a third; I think a little less than a third. 
Then it goes to the corner, embracing a three-story brick building of 
considerable value, and then runs north on Fitteen and a half street 
one hundred and thirty-six feet. 

This letter of the Supervising Architect of the T: easury, addressed 
to Mr. Secretary Bristow, is somewhat long, giving a description of 
the property and urging the purchase of it for the use of the Treasury 
Department alone at that time, It is very evident that the Treasury 
must have more room, that it is continually being obliged to rent at 
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very high rates rooms on the other side of the street. 


other side of the street would be very glad indeed to invest in this 
yroperty, feeling assured as he does that the time is not very far Gis- 


| 
tant when the Treasury will be obliged either to buy it of him or to 
rent it at necessarily a very large rental, such as the Government is | 


obliged to pay everywhere, 
Ihe two upper stories of this building were rented originally to the 


Attorney-General’s Department for $17,000 a year. The rental has | 


been reduced somewbat this year, but the lease was for $17,000. One 
of the lower rooms was rented for $2,500; that makes $19,500, leav- 
ing one of the other rooms still unrented. The whole estate, building 
and all, is now offered for $275,000, the interest on which any one will 
see, at 6 per cent., is a great deal less than the rental, and at 4 per 
cent. much less still. So that as a matter of economy to the Govern- 
ment there can be no question about the propriety of purchasing this 
real estate. The necessities of the Government in the near future 
are such that any provident man would make provision early to meet 
those necessities, 

the Senate is crowded at this moment, It is impossible to accom- 
modate all of its committees. Several of them are without any 
accommodation at all and several others are with very meager and 
poor accommodations. Nine of the good committee-rooms in this end 
of the Capitol are oceupied by the Court of Claims and two on the 
side falling naturally to the House of Representatives are still occu- 
pied by that court. The House have got away from the court all of 
the committee-rooms they occupied on that side excepting two. They 
cannot give up any more of their rooms unless they move. They can 
by going into a lower room of the Freedman’s Bank building avail 
themselves of the library that is connected with the Attorney-Gen- 
eral’s Office, so that there would be no need of any additional appro- 
priation to provide them with a library. That would also have a 
very valuable safe there for the preservation of valuable records, 
which is coming to be a very important consideration in connection 
with that court. The loss of records in reference to claims, which 
time may obliterate or accident may put out of existence, would 
jeopardize the Government very much indeed. 

I think that a fair consideration of the whole subject must com- 
mend this measure to the Senate, 

Mr. BECK. 1 should like to ask the Senator from Massachusetts 
how far this purchase by the United States will facilitate the settle- 
ment by the commissioners of the affairs of the Freedman's Bank. 
Chat is very important to a very large class of very poor people. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 will state as I ought to do, for perhaps it is a fair 
cousideration upon the question of this bill, that it is evident that 
the conunissioners cannot make a final closing of the concerns of that 
bank until they dispose of this estate. When that is done, pretty 
much the whole outstanding matter of that estate will be in such a 
condition that they can close it up. There will be a few choses in 
action which they are trying to sell and a few unimportant matters, 
but lam informed by them that if this property could be disposed of 
they could at once make a dividend amounting, with that realized 
thus far, to about sixty cents on the dollar. The peculiar nature of 
that trust commends itself to the consideration of Congress, and so 
far as it would be proper for us within our legitimate sphere, it seems 
to me to be very desirable that we should enable those commissioners 
to close up the estate. ‘There are three of them at a salary. They 
have had charge of that matter for a long time. It is utterly impos- 
sible for them to close up the estate without first disposing of this 
property. Here this property is offered to the Government at what 
every gentleman in the city acquainted with real estate is free to 
say is an exceedingly low price. The United States need the prop- 
erty now. In the very near future it will be almost absolutely indis- 
pensable to the Government. I hope, therefore, the bill will pass. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator who has just taken his 
seat says that every well-informed man or property-holder of the 
District says that this building is low; cheap, in other words. I 
should like to know upon what he bases that opinion. 

Mr. MORRILL. I willinform the Senator from West Virginia that 
the Committee on Finance two or three years ago investigated this 
subject and found that the actual cost of it was about $320,000 or 
$325,000 ; and that committee at that time reported an amendment to 
a bill to take it at that price. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. When was it built? 

Mr. MORRILL. Only‘ few years ago. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. When? 

Mr. MORRILL. I think perhaps five years ago. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. There has been great change in the 
value of property in the last five years. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to add that the committee thonght 
the Government itself was so much involved in the establishment of 
this Freedman’s Bank that it ought not to make any money out of it, 
and if the Senator from West Virginia will look over this property he 
will be satistied himself that it is a great bargain to the United States 
at this price. It is needed for the accommodation of the Senate, as 
half a dozen committees every year for the last four or five years have 
been asking for rooms. Now they are doubled up, two committees 
in one room. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have no doubt the Government 
ought to have more room, but it ought to be such room as would be 


It is suggested | permanent. The question of buying a building here and t) 
that the gentleman who owns that very valuable property on the | using it for awhile and then patching it up or tearing it 


| 








| would be a good investment. Now, it is a very well-known fact ¢} 
| any property of that nature ought to pay 10 per cent. to get bac} 
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putting up a new one in its place, in my opinion, is not the trne no 


of economy. I understand this building was erected probably six 
eight years ago, and we all know that at that time things eos , 
more than they do at present. Perhaps it could be built for 40 », 
per cent. less to-day thanthen. It was also built of Seneca sandc, 
I believe. If that was the case—I do not know thatit Was—that may 
have added something to the cost. 

The Senator from Massachusetts speaks of its being, in the opi, 
of good business men, very cheap at this price. Still, nothing a 
appears on the record showing that fact or stating that to be so, It 
has not been examined that I know of, or, as has been stated, ag yor 
by any competent judge, to see whether it is worth the price asi, d 
or not. 

Again, the Senator calculated that at 4 or 6 per cent. interest thix 


¢ 
hat 


é | = 
fair investment for the capital. I do not know but what this build. 


ing is necessary for Government purposes; I am rather inclined to 
think it is; but the question with me is, is this the proper amount 
to pay? My information, though not reliable or not official, jas 
been that it has been offered at $225,000. If that be the case we 
certainly ought not to pay $275,000. I think that ought to }, 
examined into. The Senator from Massachusetts does not know 
whether itis a fact or not. It is a matter that ought to be inquired 
into. If there were no other objection, that would be enough to 
require that delay take place until that fact be ascertained. 

Mr. DAWES. In further answer to the Senator on that point, | 
know that there has been an effort on the part of the Government to 
purchase this real estate for three or four years, and it seems to me to 
be next to impossible that it could have been offered for the sum he 
has mentioned. I do not count the building as the value of the estate 
by any means. It constitutes a very small part. The property is 
one hundred and eighty-six feet one way and one hundred and thirty- 
six the other. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. May I ask my friend from Massa- 


| chusetts whether or not the lot runs from the present site of the 


building up to the corner next to the square ? 

Mr. DAWES. Up to the corner, including the building on the cor- 
ner, and then up the next street one hundred and thirty-six feet. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Up te e alley oes it go back 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virg Up to the alley? D t go back 
to the alley ? 

Mr. DAWES. It goes to the alley. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the Senator from Indiana will let us go on 
and finish this, unless it takes much time. I will not say another 
word. I ask to have two letters put upon the record from thie Se 
retary and the Supervising Architect as showing the basis for the 
measure. ; 

Mr. McDONALD. If the Senate is ready for a vote on this bill I 
have no objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection to the con- 
sideration of the bill being continued. The letters sent up by the 
Senator from Massachusetts will be printed in the REcorD, if there 
be no objection. 

The letters are as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
Washington, D. C., February 17, 187% 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th ultimo 
inviting my attent:on to a bill inclosed authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to buy certain property for the use of the United States, (H. R. No. 42*5,) and ask- 
ing my views as to the advisability of the purchase. L 

In reply I transmit herewith copy of the report of the 26th ultimo of the Sua 
pervising Architect, to whom the matter had been referred, and also copy of & 
report on the same matter, made by him to this oflice March 29, 1876, to which ref- 
erence is made. 

The property in question, which is now owned by the Freedman’s Savings and 
Trust Company, is conveniently located for public purposes, and can be used there 
for advantageously, as staved in the accompanying report. 

In my — the purchase of the property as proposed in the bill will be for the 
interest of the Government. 

Very respectfully, es 
CHAS. F. CONANT, 
Acting Secretary. 
Hon. B. B. Dovewas. 
Chairman Select Committee on the Freedman's Bank. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE Si PERVISING ARCHITECT, 
March 29, 1876. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference, of the letter 
from Hon. B. B. DouGLas relative to the purchase by the Government of the Freed. 
man's Bank property, opposite the north front of this building, and in accordance 
with your directions I have prepared an estimate of the value of the same 

The property extends one hundred and eighty-six feet ten inches on Pennsy!v& 
nia avenue, running eastward from Fifteen-and-a-half street; fronts one hundred 
and thirty-six feet on Fifteen-and-a-balf street, on a line running northerly from 
Pennsylvania avenue; and thence ninety-five feet four inches in a line running east 
erly parallel with Pennsylvania avenue; thence twenty-five feet in a line pat uilel 
with Fifteen-and-a-half street; thence ninety-one feet six inches in an easter'y 
direction; and thence one hundred and eleven feet in a line rupning southerly to 
Pennsylvania avenue, parallel with Fifteen-and-a-half street, as shown on the 
inclosed plat, and contains 24,121.83 superficial feet. . 

It is improved by a four-story building, with basement and Mansard stories, of 
fire-proof construction, excepting the Mansard roof. The building fronts sixty 
two feet six inches on Pennsylvania avenue, and extends back at right-angies 
thereto one hundred and cleven feet, and is valued at $176,255.66. 
The land is also improved by a large two-story frame building, and on the corner 
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¢ Fifteen 


and-a-half street and Pennsylvania avenue by an old brick building, with 

two stories and attic, fronting on Pennsylvania avenue thirty feet, and 

ack on Fifteen-and-a-half street forty feet two inches, with an L building 
ight feet by seventeen feet six inches, two stories high The value of these 
«s way be estimated at $2,000, and the value of the land, 23,121.83 super- 

"| feet, at $7, $161,852.81, making a total of $340,108 49, to which must be added 

‘cost of releasing leases held upon the property and of conveyance, amounting 

jout $10,000, or it will require an appropriation of $350,000 to make the pur- 

sea. should it be decided to be for the interest of the Government to do so. 

1c letter of Mr. DouG as is herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, 
: H. G. JACOBS, 


Acting Supervising Architect. 
Hon. P. H. Bristow, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to move to strike out the Jast clause say- 
ing that the lower floor shall be fitted up for the use of the Court of 
Claims. I do not object to the Court of Claims going there, but the 
universal usage has been to leave the adjustment of conveniences 
for the courts to the executive department in executing the laws, 
and if this clause be retained if might raise a question, as has been 
suggested if the building should happen to be burned down what 
else they could do. 

Mr. DAWES. Not the whole of the last clause, but only so much 
of it as refers to the Court of Claims. I should like to have the 
$5,000 appropriation left there for fixing up the building. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes. I only refer to the part fixing it as the spot 
for the Court of Claims. I have no objection to their going there, 
but it is better to follow the usual practice. 

Mr. BLAINE. May not that defeat the very object? 

Mr. DAWES. No; the Court of Claims are willing to go there, 

Mr. MCDONALD. I think I must claim my right to the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL. There will be no further debate. I hope the Sen- 
ator from Indiana will allow a vote to be taken. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. As I have made the principal objec- 
tion to the bill, I wish to say that lam done. lam convinced the 
Government ought to bave that or some other property, and I shall 
make no further opposition to it, inasmuch as the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts and the Senator from Kentucky say that the money is go- 
ing in a direction where it will benefit people who have been wronged 
by others heretofore. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont [Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS] proposes an amendment, which will be reported. 

rhe Cuter CLERK. The proposed amendment is to strike out of 
section 2, in lines 7,8, and 9 the following words: 


For the use of the Court of Claims, and the removal of it and its records and pa- 
pers thereto. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage of the 
standard silver dollar, and to restore its legal-teuder character. 

Mr. MCDONALD. Mr. President, after the exhaustive discussion 
that the bill under consideration has received from other Senators, I 
do not expect to throw any new light upon the questious involved in 
it; and yet the deepinterest the measure has excited throughout the 
country, and especially in my own State, makes it necessary that I 
should not be silent. 

Under ordinary circumstances the propositions involved would not 
probably call for such protracted discussion, and would certainly not 
attract so much of popular attention. The simple circumstance of 
restoring a coin that had been our unit of value for eighty years, and 
which without due consideration had been omitted in our coinage 
act, would not ordinarily be a matter of much moment; for the stand- 
ard silver dollar, which is the subject of this bill, is but one of a list 
ot our national coins. But at this time and under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances surrounding us, no question has attracted so much atten- 
tion or called forth so much discussion, both in and out of Congress, 
disclosing an almost irreconcilable conflict of opinion between the 
friends of the measure and its opponents. This is due in a great meas- 
ure to the financial embarrassment under which a vast majority of 
the people are laboring, and also to the fact that the step we are 
about to take is a most important one in connection with the re-estab- 
lishment of our financial system. 

It is now nearly sixteen years since Congress found it necessary 
under the pressure of the late civil war to authorize the issuance of 
circulating notes on the credit of the Government and to declare 
them to “be lawful money,” and to be “a legal tender in the payment 
of all debts, public and private, except duties on imports and the in- 
terest on the public debt,” and since that time this paper credit has 
performed all the offices of money among our people in all their pri- 
vate dealings. The volume of that paper circulation still outstand- 
ig on the Ist of February of the present year was $349,110,424. The 
Same necessities which had forced the Government to an issuance of 
this paper credit caused the establishment of the national banks, 
Whose paper circulation, based also mainly upon the credit of the 
Government, amounts at this time to about $320,000,000, making an 


aggregate volume of paper circulation of about $669,110,424. 
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| The effect of the introduction of this paper cnrrency into the chan- 
nels of our domestic trade was to retire from circulation both gold 
| and silver coin; and so completely had coin disappeared from 


Lue 
ordinary channels of trade and commerce among our people that when, 
in 1873, the standard silver dollar was omitted rrom our list of silver 

coin, and thereby demonetized, more than two years elapsed before 
the fact became generally known. For nearly sixteen years this pa- 
per credit has performed the oflices of money among our people and 
been the basis and foundation of our financial system; and so well 
has it performed that office that many insist that it should be made 
perpetual, and its volume from time to time increased as the real or 
imaginary wants of business may demand. 

On the other hand it is contended that there can be no safe and sure 
foundation laid upon which to rest the finances of a commercial 
country that is not based upon a currency of value as distinguished 
from a currency of credit, and that therefore as soon as it is practi- 
cable to do so, consistent with the interest and well-being of the 
whole country, there should be a restoration of the cvin currency to 
its proper place in our system, and that this coin currency should at 
all times thereafter be the standard and measure of the value of the 
circulating notes. In this last view of the question I fully coneur, 
and entertain no doubt that in due time this will be fully accom- 
plished and that there will be no difference in value between the coin 
currency of the country and the paper circulation, as the one will 
become convertible into the other at the will of the holder. In fact, 
under existing laws, if they shall not be modified or repealed, the 
Government stands pledged to the accomplishment of this purpose 
on the Ist day of January, 1779. 

In re-establishing our financial system upon a basisof a currency 
of value, the important question for our consideration is whether we 
will constitute that currency of both gold and silver, or whether sil- 
ver is to be omitted, except so far as it may perform the oflices of a 
subsidiary coin, and gold alone become our standard and measure of 
value. If no change had been made in our coinage acts, I think it 
safe to say that at this time no proposition would be made to change 
them. If the act of 1873, by which the silver dollar was in etlect de- 
monetized, had not been passed, no Senator at this time would pro- 
pose such a measure. But, it has been said, we must take the ques- 
tion as we find it—that we must deal with the present and not with 
the past. This may be correct, but, on the other hand, I insist that 
we have the right to choose to restore the bimetallic standard if we 
so elect, and that there is no legal or moral obligation standing in 
our way; that in restoring the silver dollar to the position if oceu- 
pied in our money system for eighty years, and down to and at the 
time thatevery public obligation outstanding against us as a nation 
was authorized, and to claim the option of discharging any or all of 
our obligations in that coin, if we so elect, does not infringe upon 
any law, impair any contract, or violate any moral obligation. So 
that, in my opinion, the sole question for us to consider is what in 
our judgment is it our interest as a people to do. 

Out of the many considerations which induce me to give my hearty 
support to this measure there are two which are so important and 
controlling as to render it unnecessary for me to discuss others. The 
first and most important of these is the wide-spread distress which 
springs from the long-continued depression in trade and business, con- 
sequent upon the loss of confidence and collapse of credit under the 
intinence of the financial panic of 1873. At no time since that panic 
set in have the people been suffering from the pressure and weight of 
their debts and obligations to as great an extent as at the present. 
This has resulted from the fact that during its continuance their ut- 
most efforts have enabled them to do but little more than pay the 
interest upon them—in many instances they have not been able to do 
this—while the continued depreciation in the value of their property, 
both real and personal, has lessened their ability to pay and increased 
the burden. 

In many sections of the country it is now questionable whether, 
under the most favorable conditions we can hope for in the future, 
there can be any escape from the embarrassments that surround the 
debtor class, except through bankruptcy; while it seems to me per- 
fectly clear that we cannot look for a revival of business or a resto- 
ration of confidence and a return of credit until the present indebted- 
ness shall be so far adjusted or disposed of as to relieve the debtor 
class from its intolerable burden. 

When the annual prodactions of the farm or the workshop are in- 
sufficient to pay the interest and provide for the principal of the 
debts which the people owe, and there has to be a resort to the en- 
forced sales of fixed property to liquidate them, general bankruptcy 
in such a community has already set in; for while real estate is val- 
uable from its permanent and fixed character and the security it fur- 
nishes in times of prosperity as a basis of credit for the owner, yet 
when the products of industry have all been swept into the vortex of 
debt and the substantial property of the country thrown upon the 
market by forced sales to liquidate the balances, it finds no purchasers 
but the creditor and has no measure of value but the mortgage debt. 

Take my own State in its present condition as illustrative of these 
truths. Blessed with the most productive of soils, rich in mineral 
wealth, and peopled by an industrious, fragal, and enterprising popu- 

lation, yet finds itself confronted by threatened bankruptcy and ruin. 
| It is true that for two years in succession we suffered from a partial 
failure of our crops, but last year was one of unusual plenty. We 
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cannot expect in the future to surpass in our productions the bounti- 
ful yield of last year. And yet when our people come to market their 
surplus, they find that their taxes and their interest on the debts they 
owe have absorbed it all, and the principal of the debt is left all un- 
touched; and such has been the depreciation in the value of their 
property that they can no longer look to it to materially aid them to 
extricate themselves. In my own city, the capital of the State, the 
largest inland city in the United States, and heretofore one of the 
most flourishing, this depression in business and shrinkage in value 
are every Where apparent, and it is within my own knowledge that real 
estate, sold a few years ago on the usnal terms of one-fifth in hand 
and the balance in one, two, three, and four years, is now being sold 
on foreclosures for the fourth and fifth payments, and finds no pur- 
chaser but the mortgagee. 

Nor are we of Indiana, as a general rule, in any worse condition 
than our neighbors in the Northwest, especially of the great State of 
Illinois. It is but a day or two since the following statement of the 
condition of Champaign County, one of the richest agricultural conn- 
tiee in Central Illinois, was published in the Indianapolis State Jour- 
nal, a paper by no means friendly to the measure under considera- 
tion: 


Unpana, Lior, February 2.—Examinations just made here of the debts on the 
real estate of Champaign County show a discouraging condition of property-own 
ers. ‘The real estate is mortgaged to eastern creditors to the amount of about 
$6,000 000, while its entire assessed valuation is leas than double that amount, be- 
ing $11,292,000. Half the value of all the lana is owned in the East and pays to 
the East an interest of about $600,000 annually, besides a tax of about $416,000 
total over $1,000,000. This is over $1.50 for every acre, and $22.50 for every man 
woman, and child in the county. Add this to the immense debt unsecured by 
land and consider that crops have been poor four years in successicn, and it can 
readily be seen why our farmers are almost bankrupt and scores of farms in every 


county are being sold under tru-t-deeds. 

This may be an exaggeration, but with all the allowances it is im- 
possible, Mr. President, for me to add anything to the picture thas 
presented of the deplorable condition of one of the garden spots of 
this great agricultural Commonwealth. In view, then, of the condi- 
tion of affairs, it seems to me that apy measure that teuds in any 
degree to uphold the value of property, or to prevent its further de- 
preciation, ought to meet the concurrence and support of all; and 
while I do not entertain the exalted views of many as to the beneli- 
cial effects of the measure upou which we are deliberating, yet I do 
entertain a strong conviction that by putting once more into the 
arteries and veius of our internal trade and commerce a sound and 
substantial circulating medium which is not only an article of value 
itself, but the basis of credit, we will do something toward the res- 
toration of contidence which alone can cause trade to revive and busi- 
ness to flourish, and thus enable the debtor class once more to move 
along under their burden of debt without being crushed by its 
Weight. 

I am equally well convinced that to refuse to do so, to attempt to 
return to a specie basis upon the single standard of gold, would so 
dishearten and discourage the debtor class of this country as to pre- 
cipitate what is now threatened: a universal ruin and bankruptcy of 
the country such as has not been witnessed in our history before, and 
which may end, possibly, in overwhelming alike the debtor and the 
creditor. It is not worth while now to speculate upon the causes 
which Lave led us into this condition of things, nor to consider 
whether during the season of apparent prosperity which preceded the 
resent crisis a wiser forecast or a greater degree of moderation, with 
ess extravagance, might not have avoided the accumulation of the 
debt and have averted the evils which now threaten us. Even if all 
this had been done when our people were in comparatively easy cir- 
cumstances it would have been found very difficult to return to a specie 
basis without greatly deranging our business for the time being and 
causing more or less suffering. Other nations who have passed the 
same ordeal through which we are now passing have found it s0; 
and there is nothing in our circumstances as a people to induce the 
belief that we can escape wholly the effects of a policy which for the 
time being necessarily tends to contraction and to consequent depre- 
ciation in values. 

Sir Archibald Alison, in his History of Europe, thus graphically 
depicts the effect upon the debtor-class in England of the attempt of 
that country to resume specie payinents, beginning with the year Isls 
and extending to the year 1821. Hesays: 

The effects of this extraordinary piece of legislation were soon anparent. The 

lustry of the nation was speedily congealed, as a owing stream is by tho sever 

arctic winter. The entire cirealation of England fell [I put it in dollars] 
$2,545,000 in 1818 to $142,757,000 in If21. The effects of this sudden and 

izious contraction of the currency were goon apparent, and they rendered the 
next three years a period of ceaseless distress and suffering in the Lritish Islapds. 
The discounts at the Bank of England, which iv 1210 had been $115,000,000 and in 
I-15 not less than 8103,000,00), sank in 1°20 to $23,560,000 and in 1621 to $13,610,000. 


rhe effect upon prices was not less immediate than appalling. * * * The rate 
ot wages fell one-half. 


I have always believed, Mr. President, that an enforced resumption 
of specie payment by legislative enactment would agyravate the 
evils incident to such a return, and that the only safe mode was 
throngh the gradual but certain processes of the laws of trade, which 
tend constantly to gravitate toward that point, and therefore I have 
always been opposed to what is known as the resnmption act now 
upon our statute-books, and sball vote for its modification or repeal, 
notwithstanding the near equation we have reached between the 
money value of our paper circulation and ite par value with gold, as 
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I feel confident that to continue that law and attempt t 
under its force and effect would be to cause such contraction in t 
volume of currency as to repeat in our own case the disasters : ; 
people of England suffered, and which have been so vivid), 
trayed by her historians. At the same time it seems to y 


clear that the measure undef consideration for the restoration o} ' 
silver dollar and its replacement in our system as a part of our ; 
rency of value is the door through which we must return to Sp 
paywents. 

The next most important consideration, as it seems to me, in fayo, 
the proposition to remonetize silver springs from the fact that w; 
itslargest producers; that of the seventy million dollars’ worth of si! y, 
bullion annually produced by the mines of the world more thay jy); 
of it is the product of the mines of the United States; two-thirds ¢) 
the remaining half is drawn from the mines of Mexico and Soy), 
America, so that seven-eighths of the annual yield of the silver mine, 
of the world are the product of the mines of North and South Ayer. 
ica. Silver and gold have been classed as precious metals as far bac: 
as the light of history reaches, and both have always been in go: 
form in use as money. 

Even now in.those countries where what is called the gold stana.- 
ard has been adopted silver continues to circulate and at this tine 
euters more largely into the business of those countries than it eve, 
has in the United States, and to-day England has in circulation s3 
in silver coin to one in circulation in the United States, notwit). 
standing it has nominally been demonetized there since 11); xo 
that we are not called upon to select some product that never has 
had any other value than a commercial value and give it a new char. 
acter and value springing from its use as money, but simply whether 
we will consent to the reduction of this important product from 
position as one of the precious metals to the mere condition of ay 
article of trade, and instead of measuring the value of other articles 
by it, measure and determine its own value by the uses it can be pat 
to as an article for manufacture, and in that manner eliminate from 
our circulating medium the thirty-six million dollars’ worth of silve 
which we annually produce, and by that means enhance the value 
of gold coin and increase the burden of all our indebtedness, public 
andl private. 

We are also large producers of gold, and of the annual yield of the 
gold mines of the world we furnish at least one-third. Beingt 
largest producers of both gold and silver is unquestionably a strong 
reason why we should re-establish our financial system upon t 
precious metals, yet it affords no reason at all why we should coin on! 
for circulation the forty millions of gold which our mines annua 
produce, and turn over the thirty-six millions of silver to the smelt 
ing pots of the manufacturer. But it is said that we cannot maintain 
the bimetallic standard for the reasons: First, that the vations with 
which we are most intimately connected in trade and commerce ut 
gradually adopting the gold standard, and that we must to lx 
accord with them in business follow their example. Second, that 
is impossible to maintain that equation between the value of the gol 
and the silver dollar which is essential to retain both in circulation, 

As to the first objection, it seems to me that it begins by begging tho 
whole question, for while it may be convenient that there shoul 
a uniformity of values between the different commercial countries, it 
is not essential that they should adopt the same circulating medium. 
As to the second, there has been no demonstration yet in the pra 
cal use of silver and gold coin circulating together in the same cla 
nels of trade to show that they will not bear a sufiiciently near rela- 
tion to each other in their money values as to practically form asing!e 
standard. At the time the silver dollar was demonetized it was wort) 
a half per cent. more than the gold dollar. The subsequent deprecia- 
tion of the silver bullion has undoubtedly been to a great extent the 
result of its demonetization and its loss of money value. Its restor- 
ation by the United States alone may not enhance its market value 
again, for a time at least, to what it was in 1873; but if by remoue- 
tizing it and giving it its former position in our financial system we 
reopen the mint market for two-tbirds or three-fourths of the annual 
yield of our silver mines, it seems quite clear to me that its market 
value will come so near to its money value, which by the bill under 
consideration is to be the same as gold, that it can have no serous 
effect upon the gold coin of the country, especially in that class of 
commercial transactions where gold from its greater value in propor- 
tion to its bulk finds ils appropriate sphere. 

In the business affairs of life these two precious metals, from their 
very nature, enter but little into competition with each other. | 
largest piece of silver coin that can be conveniently handled ist 
dollar piece, and consequently the silver coin necessarily hunts out 
the smaller channels of trade in which to circulate. The smallest 
gold coin that has been struck in this country is the gold dollar. 
This is a worthless coin for circulation, but few have ever been coined, 
and probably none will ever be coined in the future. The dollar ts 
our anit of value, and from 1793 to 1873 the silver dollar of 3712 grats 
of pure silver, representing 4124 grains of present standard silver, 
constituted that unit. 

In 1873 the gold dollar of 25.8 grains of standard gold was de- 
clared to be the unit of value, so that practically now we have a uit 
of value without any coin piece to represent it; and the restoration 
of the silver dollar would do no more than place us back where we 
were when the act of 1873 was passed ; and if, after we have made 4 
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fair experiment, it shall be found that silver has in fact permanently 
depreciated in value, it will be time enough to consider how far it 
may be necessary for us to readjust the standard between gold and | 
<ijver so as to make the dollar which passes into the hands of the | 
laborer in payment of his wages equal in all respects to the dollar 
which the merchant and the banker use in adjusting and settling the | 
palances of trade in large commercial dealings—for [ certainly do not 
want the laborer to be compelled to receive money of less value than 
that which commerce demands. 

But, Mr. President, it seems to me that there is an easy solution to 
this whole question. The sole power in this nation to provide for the 
eoipage of money and to regulate its value rests under the Constitu- 
tion in the Congress of the United States. The power has also been 
assumed to authorize the issuance of Treasury notes and to declare 
them as to all private dealings “lawful money and a legal tender” 
to any amount at the face value of these notes, but has withheld 
from them the quality of money in the payment of certain dues to 
the Government. Let the powers which are clearly conferred by the 
Constitution upon Congress to coin money and to regulate its value 
be exercised to restore the silver dollar with all the money power that 
it possessed at the time it was eliminated from the list of silver coins, 
and then to declare the legal-tender notes of the Gdvernment to be 
receivable for all dues to the Government and thus place our paper 
circulation and coin currency upon the same legal footing, and ina 
short time a practical resumption of specie payment will be reached. 

On rem the Government ought to receive its own promises 
to pay for all Government dues, and nothing but the dire necessities 
of the Government could sanction the discrimination that was made 
in the law authorizing the issuance of ‘Treasury notes against their 
receipt for duties upon Free [It was no doubt justitiable at the 
time, and its effect tended to the support of public credit and to 
retain a portion of our coin currency in the country, but the dis- 
crimination ought not to be continued after the necessity for it has 
passed away ; and so long as we keep faith with our public creditors 
by complying with the terms of our contract with them it is not a 
matter of any concern to them in what kind of money all or any part 
of our Federal revenues are paid. The Treasury notes are now re- 
ceivable for all taxes, State, municipal, and national, except import 
duties, and have been so receivable since their issuance was author- 
ized. 

Is it not time that they should be received also for tariff dues, and 
thus appreciate their money value by enlarging their money power ? 
Our financial legislation for the last ten years has been mainly in 
the interest of the bondholder, te strengthen the public credit as was 
said. Is it not time, Mr. President, that something should be done 
for the benefit of the billhbolderf The power to declare the paper 
credit of the Government a legal tender in the payment of private 
debts is, to say the least, a doubtful power. But the power to de- 
clare it receivable for all public dues is not only nuquestioned but 
is right and just in itself, and should not, in my opinion, be longer 
delayed. 

I have not attempted to discuss the many phases presented by the 
House bill and the substitutes and amendments offered in this body, 
but bave confined myself to the principles involved in them, being 
willing to express by my vote the particular form in which I desire 
to see them passed into a law. There are one or two questions upon 
which it may be well enough to express an opinion as céntrolling my 
action in the votes that I shall give. Ido not think that the free- 
coinage feature of the House bill should be retained or the principle 
of free coinage applied to the coinage of the silver dollar until the 
market value of silver bullion shall equal the money value of the 
legal-tender coin, and that whatever seigniorage or protit accrues by 
its coinage should be covered into the Treasury for the benetit of the 
Whole people. Unlimited free coinage seems to be a popular idea in 
connection with the remonetization of the silver dollar, but it must 
be because the operations of the measure are not clearly understood. 

I can see no reason why the bolder of the bullion should be entitled 
to receive the profits that would accrue from the diiference between 
the warket value of the bullion and the money value of the coin, so 
long as there was any difference; and wheu the market value of the 
bullion should equal the money value of the coin, have it in his power 
to either stop the coinage of the silver dollar or throw upon the Gov- 
ernment the expenses of its coinage. I think also that we should 
guard, if possible, against the imposition by the holders of foreign 
silver coin in those countries where silver has been either in whoie 
orin part demonetized. It is very important to us as a people that 
While we are laying anew the foundations of our money system we 
should make them as secure and stable and as free from fluctuation 
as possible, 

Yet, Mr. President, if a majority of the Senate should differ with me 
on these questions, I shall vote for the bill as it came from the House, 
aud shall trust to fature legislation to adopt such safeguards as may 
ve hecessary, believing the speedy determination of the question in 
a the principle to be more important than the perfecting of its 
acetals, 


Mr. President, the present condition of affairs is by no means 





eneouraging, and the difficulties that surround us can scarcely be | 


*xaggerated, “The industries of the nation have been congealed as a 
lowing stream by the severity of an arctic winter.” The cry of dis- 
tress and financial ruin comes up to us from all over the land, and 
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we cannot close our ears to it. Much is expected of Congress. The 
people are looking to it for the adoption of such measures as will 
arrest the downward tendency of business, and unfortunately it can 
do but little. Yet something may be done to inspire contidence in the 
future, restore hope and re-establish credit ané give time for the re- 
cuperative energy of the people to reassert itself and bring out the 
dormant resources of the country. 

It has been said that the present stagnation in business is not caused 
by a want of sufficient currency ; that money is redundant in the 
money centers and lies idle for want of employment. This may be 
true, for where but little business is being done but little money 
is required, nor can we expect it to be otherwise until there shall be 
an upward tendency in business affairs. No prudent man will invest 
to-day when the probabilities are that the investment will be less 
valuable to-morrow, or next week, or next month, than it is to-day; 
and what is needed at this time by the people is some assurance that 
the legislation of Congress will be directed as far as may be in favor 
of such measures as will tend to enhance the value of property rather 
than to enhance the value of money; and while it is impossible to 
avert all the evils under which the debtor class are at this time suf- 
fering, yet I believe that something may be done; that if Congress 
will pass the measure now before us and provide for its faithful and 
steady execution, and will also speedily repeal so much of the act of 
January 14, 1875, known as the resumption act, as tixes the day for 
the resumption of specie payment, and put a stop by law to any fur- 
ther contraction of the national curreucy for the present and there 
rest, and let the people rest, that much and very much will have been 
done to inspire hope and to restore contidence; and in that belief [ 
shall contribute what it may be in my power todo as one of the rep- 
resentatives of my State in this body to accomplish these ends. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I understand from the Senator from New Jer- 
sey that inasmuch as we have to take a recess in about ten minutes, 
it would be more agreeable to him not to commerce his speech till 
after the recess or to wait till to-morrow at the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate. I therefore suggest that he be entitled to the floor after the 
recess, as he has now taken the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MitcHett in the chair.) By 
unanimous consent it will be understood that the Senator from New 
Jersey is entitled to the floor on the reassembling of the Senate after 
the recess. 

Mr. ALLISON. As it is just ten minutes until the adjournment to 
the House, I suggest that we now take a recess until after the cere- 
mony. 

Mr. BAYARD. I rise to ask what the order made by the Senate 
yesterday in respect to an adjournment to-day was. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The order was that at two o’clock 
the Senate should proceed to the Hall of the House of Representa- 
tives, and after the ceremonies there return to the Senate Chamber. 

Mr. ALLISON. And not take a recess. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No detinite term of recess, simply 
a recess long enough to witness the ceremony. 

Mr. BAYARD. I beg pardon of the Chair. I understood the Chair 
to say that the order yesterday was that at two o’clock tiie Senate 
should adjourn to participate in the ceremonies in the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Proceed to the House, and when the 
ceremony is over there return to the Senate Chamber. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not understand that any recess was ordered. The 
order was that the Senate would repair to the House, and on its 
return reassemble here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the order. 

Mr. BAYARD. And that will be practically an adjournment until 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not the understanding. The 
understanding is that the Senate shal! return here immediately after 
the ceremonies are through in the House. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senate remains in session, but there is merely a 
change in the place of the session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. So the Chair understands. 


FREEDMAN’S BANK BUILDING. 





Mr. DAWES. I should like to ask unanimous consent at this time 
to reconsider the vote by which the Senate passed the bill for the 
purchase of the Freedman’s Bank property, for the purpose of get- 
ting at the amendment that was adopted striking out the provision 
as to the Court of Claims. I find on looking at the Revised Statutes 
that it is questionable whether the Court of Claims could be removed 
from this building without that provision. Therefore I should like 
consent to reconsider the vote ou the passage of the bill so as to reach 
that amendment and restore the clause to the printed form. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let the amendment be rejected by unanimous 
consent, 

Mr. DAWES. Well, any way that will reach the object. 

The PRESIDING-OFFICER. The Senator from Massachusetts 
asks unanimous consent to reconsider the vote by which the Senate 
this morning passed the bill (S. No. 557) directing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to purchase certain property of the Freediman’s Savings 
}and Trust Company for the use of the United States, and for other 

purposes. Is there objection? The Chair hears nove, and it will be 
| considered reconsidered, and also the third reading of the bill will bs 
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nsidered., 
nent 
Mr. DAWES. 
a yp. 
the dis 


The question before the Senate is now on the amend- 


o waking the removal of the Court of Claims dependent on 
retion ot the Executive. Otherwise they might be compelled 
to hold court there in case the building should be burned up. 

the PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EpMUNDs,] to strike out 
the words “for the use of the Court of Claims, and the removal of 
it and its records and papers thereto ;” which has been regarded as 
reconsidered, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DAWES. I now offer this proviso, to come in at the end of the 
bill: 


Provided, That the Court of Claims shall bold their sessions in the building if 
the President shall determine the same to be a suitable place. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 
aicndment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
again to the Senate. 

Mr. DAWES. The reason for reconsidering that amendment is 
this: if those words are stricken out, it is the opinion of the court 
that they cannot leave this building, that by the Revised Statutes 
they would be obliged to hold their court in this building if those 
words were striken out. Still it is not worth while to fix them by 
law to any particular building, and, therefore, | was about to add 
some words which would leave it about in this way: “Whenever the 
President of the United States shall direct, the said court shall hold 
its sessions in that building.” 

Mr. BLAINE. 
in for the Court of Claims any more than for the Supreme Court or 
any United States district court? Why not simply locate them 
there ? Are you going to provide for a fire that may happen forty or 
fifty years hence? Will not Congress be in session when they are 
then? 
here, 

Mr. DAWES. I confess if the Senator presses me for an answer, 
I can hardly give it. 

Mr. BLAINE. I should think the bill as the Senator originally 


reported it was just right, and I have no doubt we will pass it if he 
will let it alone. 


Mr. DAWES. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDs. ] 

Mr. WITHERS. 
to state that the proposition now pending to reject this amendment 
is made with the approval of the Senator from Vermont, at whose 
instance the amendment was offered? 

Mr. DAWES. The last amendment meets the approval of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, because the Senator from Vermont wanted added, 
if his amendment was reconsidered, some words which I proposed 
to ada, leaving it, after all, discretionary with the Executive whether 
the Court of Claims should go to that building or not. That was 
what I proposed to ofier at the end of the bill at the suggestion of the 
Senator from Vermont instead of the words which had been stricken 
out on his motion. But the Senator from Maine is opposed to those 
last words, 

Mr. BLAINE. I will state my idea, One of the great points to be 
gained is to secure for the Senate larger accommodations which are 
needed. There are nine very valuable committee rooms which the 
Senate will have theoceupancy of if the Court of Claims is removed 
from the Capitol. Now we provide in the Freedman’s Bank ample 
accommodations, which I understand they themselves have expressed 
in advance a desire to occupy ; and the President has his choice when 
he comes to sign the bill. Why should we put in a proviso that on 
top of all that they shall not go unless the President orders them 
to go? The President has the right tosay whether he approves the 
bill or not; but if be approves the bill locating them there let them 
That is the whole of it. I think the bill was precisely right as 
it was originally reported. Now it is suggested that if the building 
should burn down they could not hold court in it. Suppose they 
could not for a few days, the earth would not stop on its axis nor 
justice be suspended in the heavens. We could very soon provide 
another place for them. 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senate will reject the amendment striking 
out those words, then I will offer the words suggested by the Senator 
from Vermont and the Senate can pass upon them as it thinks best. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I think the bill as it was originally reported 
from the committee is proper in itself. We have to fix some place for 
the court, and I suppose Congress will be as competent to determine 
where the court shall be as the President of the United States. Now, 
the bill as reported from the committee secures of that building to 
the Court of Claims such parts as they may need. If afterward 
Congress shall think that some other use should be made of the build- 
ing, it will be competent for Congress to do so, 

Mr. DAWES. I think so too; buat if the Senate rejects the amend- 
ment I will, in good faith to the Senator from Vermont, offer the 
words I proposed, and the Senate may do what it pleases. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EpMuNps. ] 


The Chair will submit the question 


ovo 
go. 


Why is there any need of putting that contingency | 


The Court of Claims does not sit here when Congress is not | 


I will certainly let it alone if everybody else does. | 


Do I understand the Senator from Massachusetts | 
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If the Senate will reject the amendment, I will offer | ator from Vermont, I propose to add these words, which the s, 


I do not think it was understood that the other | 
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The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DAWES. Now, in conformity with the suggestion of thy. i 
can pass upon as it thinks wise. I move to add to the last line: 

Whenever the President shall direct the removal of the court to said yj li 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read t] 
third time, and passed. *: 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr Gronrc; M 
ADAMS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the )j}| (<) 
No. 702) providing portraits to accompany the memorial addresses ») 
the late Senators Morton and Bogy. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the joint resolution (I. R. No. 54) ay 
thorizing the printing and distribution of the memorial addresses on 
the life and character of the late Edward Young Parsons, a Rep; 
sentative from the State of Kentucky. : 

PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION. 

The message further notified the Senate that the Honse of Repre- 
seutatives was now ready to receive the Senate in the Hall of the 
House to attend the ceremonies of the presentation of the painting 
tendered to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of twoo’clock having arrived, 
in pursuance of prior assignment the Senate will now proceed in 
body to the Hall of the House of Representatives for the purpose of 
participating in the ceremonies of receiving the picture of the Sign- 
ing of the Proclamation of Emancipation. 

The Senate, preceded by ils Sergeant-at-Arms, and headed by the 
Vice-President and its Secretary, proceeded to the Hall of the House 
of Representatives. 

The ceremonies in the House Hall having been concluded, the Sen- 
ate returned to its Chamber at three o’clock and fifteen minntes ). 
m., and the Vice-President resumed the chair. 

COINAGE SILVER DOLLARS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumes the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to au- 
thorize the free coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore 
its legal-tender character, upon which the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. McPuerson] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. With the consent of the Senator from New Jer- 
sey, I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

Mr. BUTLER. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
for a few moments. 
referred. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw my motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the motion to go into 
executive session. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask for the yeas and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
21, nays 29; as follows: 


I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
I think we might have a short executive session 
There are some nominations that ought to lx 


YEAS—21. 
Tloar, 
Johnston, 
Kirk wood, 
Mitchell, 

Morgan, 
Raadoiph, 

NAYS—29. 

Davis of Dlinois, Kernan, 

Ferry, McCreery, 

Garland, Matthews, 

Grover, Morrill, 

Hereford, Oglesby, 

Howe, Paddock, 

Ingalls, Plumb, 

Jones of Florida, Ro.lins, 

ABSENT—26. 

McDonald, 

Me Millan 

McPherson, 

Maxey, 

Merrimon, 

Patterson, 

Ranson, 


Armstrong, 
jarnuum, 
Bavard, 
Lurnside, 
Cameron of Pa., 
Christiancy, 


Conover, 
Dennis, 
Dorsey, 
Eaton, 
Eustis, 
Hamlin, 


Sargent, 
Saulsbury, 
Saunders. 


Allison, 
Anthony, 
seck, 


Booth, 


Spencer, 
Teller, 
Voorhees, 
Wallace, 
Batler, Windom. 
Cameron of Wis., 
Cockrell, 

Coke, 


Bailey, 

Blaine, 

Bruce, 

Chatfee, 
Conkling, 

Davis ot W. Va., 
Dawes, 


Edmunds, 
Gordon, 

Harris, 

Hill, 

Jones of Nevada, 
Kellogg, 

Lamar, 


Sharon, 
Thurman, 
Waidlcigh, 
Whyte 
Withers. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. I renew my motion that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, a few days ago I had the oppor- 
tunity to address the Senate upon the pending question, but I was 
unable to proceed. I then determined not to delay or in any manuet 
interfere with the desire of the honorable Senator from Lowa | Mr. 
ALLISON] to reach the final action and determination of the Seuate 
upon this bill. In short, sir, I decided not to speak at all. The ques- 
tions of law and of morals have been elaborately and ably discussed, 
but my practical mind suggests to me that the only thing to be con- 
sidered is not whether this measure is true in law and right in morals, 
but is it best in policy? That is the question which concerns the indus- 
trial and commercial interests of the country, which, in so far as it's 






























in the power of Congress, it is the duty of Congress to protect, defend, 
and foster. Believing that the friends of this bill have suggested a 
nolicy inimical to the best interests of the country and have not 
stated the true cause of our present financial and business distress, 
and that the remedy they offer will aggravate rather than mitigate 
the evils they seek to cure, is my excuse for now asking the indul- 
gence and attention of the Senate, that I may present that portion 
of my remarks (which I intended to make) relating to this branch 
if the subject. 

The proposition has been repeatedly, boldly, and with much em- 
phasis, made upon the floor of the Senate and elsewhere, until the 
popular mind is almost convinced of its truth, that the demonetiza- 
tion of silver, withdrawing and withholding it from the currency, 
together with the fixing of a definite time for the resumption of specie 
payments, is the cause of all our wide-spread business disaster. If this 
assumption be true, a fearful load of guilt and responsibility rests 
upon those instrumental in shaping the policy of the Government 
charged with such dire results. That it is not true it is my purpose to 
show. 

What, then, cansed this universal prostration of industry, this de- 
struction of values, which has affected the whole people, transformed 
the honest and willing laborer into a beggar, and forced him to seek 
bread from door to door? Itcould not have been the demonetization 
of silver. The silver dollar did not exist, or at best it had no place 
in our currency. It could not have been the fixing of a definite time 
for the resumption of specie payments; that was not done until 1875, 
and the crash took place in 1873. It could not have been a want of 
sufficient cireulating medium, (called money,) forthe volume of that 
in 1873 and 1874 was greater than ever before. The circulation from 
1570 to 1873 increased nearly $53,000,000, and $29,000,000 more in 1374, 
with only a slight decrease in 1875 and 1876. Therefore the want of 
a sufficient circulation could not have preduced the disastrous results 
of which we complain. 

The true cause is here: the crash came upon us because we had 
reached a point in production far beyond the capacity of the people 
toconsume. This was true of every branch of industry except agri- 
culture, which according to the census of 1870 had not increased 1 
per cent. in improved acreage from 1860 to 1870, or 44 per cent. less 
than the increased acreage of improved land from 1850 to 1860. The 
agricultural interests of the country have suffered least, because with 
low prices the demand for their products was practically without 
limit. But, sir, the labor, wealth, and genius of the country ignor- 
ing or abandoning the field of agriculture as a process to wealth too 
slow for the spirit of the times, found occupation in other walks of | 
industry promising quick returns and larger rewards, and with an 
expanded currency of irredeemable paper floated on to wealth and 
happiness without any thought of the future. 

The abundance and uncertain value of the currency stimulated to 
an extraordinary degree the development of mines of coal and iron, 
the erection of smelting works and founderies, withall the appliances 
which inventive genius could devise to give production and supply 
equal to the demand which the insanity of the times seemed to re- 
quire. Railroads were built far in excess of the present or any possi- 
ble future needs. Warehouses and workshops were filled with the 
products of mechanical and manufacturing ingenuity and industry, 
for which no compensating markets could be found. Money without 
limit sought investment in wild schemes of speculation, and in the 
opinion of the laborer the millennium had surely come. 
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annual loss to labor of 54,000,000 days, or, counting 300 working days 
to the year, a throwing out of steady employment of nearly 200,000 
laborers, and with their families depriving more than half a million 
of people of the means of support. 

That we may understand the extent to which overproduction and 
extravagance in railroad building were carried during this period of 
inflation and speculation we need only turn to the record of the wind- 
ing up and reorganization of railroad corporations in the United States 
for the year 1577, which is only an ensample of preceding years. It 
appears from reliable statistics that the sales under foreclosure dur- 
ing the year covered 3,875 miles with bonds and debts amounting to 
$120,000,000 and a capital stock of $30,000,000. In addition to these, 
2,388 miles of road, with nearly $130,000,000 of bonds and debts and 
$126,000,000 cof stock, have been ordered to be sold, though the sales 
have not yet taken place. 

Proceedings have also been commenced against 5,409 miles of road, 
worth nearly one hundred and sixty-five millions of bonds and debt 
and one hundred and fifty-six millions of stock. This, sir, is the 
record for only one year. If the picture is black it is because the 
facts are black. In these foreclosure proceedings mortgages later 
than the first, as well as captital stock, are generally wiped out ab- 
solutely. Therefore, does any one pretend to say that an investment 
of $3,000,000,000 in unproductive enterprise, or its absolute annihila- 
tion through legal forms has no part in that aggregate which measures 
the sum total of our distress ? 

My own State furnishes some notable examples of the extent to 
which this branch of industry was carried. The tirst-mortgage bonds 
of some of our roads are selling for less than twenty-five cents on the 
dollar. 

Again : 

The production of pig-iron in the United States in 1870 (by the returns of the 
Steel and Iron Association) was 1,865,000 tons, and of rolled iron the same year, 
1,325,000 tons. In 1873 the product was 2,86%,000 tons of pig-iron and 1,966,445 tons 
of rolled iron. The foreign importation of pig-iron in 1870 was (coin valuation) 
$2,509,270 and of rolled iron $14,149,085, and in 1873 it was $14,847,281 of pig-iron 
and $27 218,258 of rolled iron. Thus from 1870 to 1873 the home product of pis and 
rolled iron was almost doubled and the foreign importation almost treble« rhe 
increase in the production of iron in the one year from 1871 to 1872 was greater than 
for the ten preceding years, and with the stoppage in railroad building it was of 
course far beyond the capacity of the peop.e to consume. 


Now, we will take the production of coal : 


The aggregate production of anthracite coal in 1870 was 15,552,380 tons and in 
1873 it was 21,629,950 tons. The increase in the production for one year, LS71 to 
1872, was 5,136,486 tons, being an increase in this one year equal almost to the en- 
tire increase of production for the ten years preceding 1570. The aggregate pro 
duction in 1874 was 1,880,885 tons less than in 17%, and the aggregate production 
in 1276 was almost one million tons less than in 1#74 


I again ask the attention of the Senate. Jpst here is an important 
point in this controversy : 


To mine anthracite coal and distribute to the consumer requires on an average 
about four days’ work per ton. The production of 1574 would therefore require 
7,523,540 days less than the production of 1873, and a corresponding reduction for 
the lessened product of 1876. In the production of iron it is estimated that five 
days work on an average is required to produce a ton of iron, including the labor 
of mining and smelting the ore. As the product of rolled iron alone in 1474 was 
126,885 tons less than in 1873, 634,425 days’ work less would be required in 174 in 
the manufacture of this single article. In the production of anthracite coal and 
rolled iron alone over 8,000,000 days less were required in 1s74 than in i873 


And now, sir, when we take into consideration the still further leas- 
ened product for 1876 and 1877, we find that decreased production in 
the-e two great branches of industry has deprived more than two 








I desire, Mr. President, to call the attention of the Senate for a few 
moments to the extent to which overproduction was carried in one 
or two of the great branches of industry in this country. I read from 
statistics furnished me by Hon. Galusha A. Grow, of Pennsylvania, 
whom I understand to be a good authority upon the question. He 
speaks with regard to the construction of railroads : 

For four years, 1865 (close of the war) to 1868 inclusive, we built 8,317 miles of 


railroad, which ineladed nearly all of the Pacific Railroad and its branches. The 
next four years, 1869 to 1872 inclusive, we built 24,305 miles, and for the next four 









hundred and fifty thousand people of the means of subsistence. 
Now we will take the importation of foreign merchandise to show 
what the extravagance of the people was during this period: 


The importation of foreign merchandise in 1870 (gold valuation) was $435,958, 408, 
or at the rate of $11.30 per capita of population, and in 1s72 the imports were 
$626,595,077, and in 1873 they were $642,126,210, or at the rate of $16.05 per capita, 
being 65 per cent. greater‘than the average for the twelve years immediate! pre 
ceding 1870. The amount per capita of foreign imports for twenty years preced- 
ing 1870 never exceeded $10 a year. The importation of foreign merchandise 
(coin valuation) for four years, 171 to 1874 inclusive, was $2,356,561,513, an amount 








years, including 1876, there were only §,866 miles built, a difference of 15,499 miles 
in four years. There were in 1873, in the United States, 70,651 miles of railroad, 
Which had cost almost $5,000,000,000— 


_And here is a point to which I wish particularly to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate— 


more than half of which amount retcrns nothing to the investors. Our railroad 
system had been extended till there was on an average one mile of railroad to every 
975 persons. All experience in railroading, wherever the experiment has been 
tested, proves that for a railroad to pay anything there must be on an average to 
the mile not less than 900 persons tributary to the business of the road. In Eng- 
land the average per mile is 1,916, and in France 2,940, and yet but few of their 
railroads pay. Railroad building in this country, therefore, ceased, or compara- 
tively ceased, in 1873, from sheer exhaustion in that line of development, having 
locked upin unproductive investment over $2,000,000,000. Its stoppage, in addition 
to leaving unemployed the labor that had been engaged in the preceding four years 
in building 24,000 miles of road, put an end for the time being to the great demand 
for iron, and with it the great demand for coal. Hence came the necessity for the 


reduction in the force as well as price of labor in all three of these great branches 
of industry. 


















Why do we then ask why the laborer is not employed when it is esti- 
mated in the average cost of construction of railways that 14,000 days’ 
labor are required to constract each mile of road and when we con- 
sider that 15,499 miles less road were built during the four years com- 
mencing with 1872 and ending with 1876 than during the four years 
ending with 1872, and at which time we were in active preparation 
for the crash and results which afterward followed? We then find an 
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exceeding the present national debt, and $130,577,305 more than the entre imports 
for eight years from 1858 to 1365, inclusive. 

Now with respect to municipal indebtedness : 

The municipal indebtedness of the country in 1875 was over a thousand millions 
of dollars; more than half otf which was contracted between 1865 and 1874 

Add to this the aggregate sum of all the minor industries, infinite 
in variety and character of production, scattered all over the coun- 
try, representing material, capital, and labor, governed by the same 
rules and subject to ’’ke conditions in respect to demand and supply, 
and the picture is indeed frightful. It is safe to assume that the 
aggregate loss of capital in the three great enterprises | have named 
gives no approximate idea of the losses sustained in all other depart- 
ments of industry and trade. 

The laborer and the skilled artisan, through this long period of 
apparent prosperity, found steady employment and abundant reward 
while extravagance unprecedented crept into all the domestic aflairs 
of the people. ; ; 

The wealth of the people, representing the savings of many years, 
together with all they could borrow, was locked up in commodities 
which overproduction, caused by an inflated currency, had created. 

The stoppage of railroad building from exhaustion and paralysis of all business, 
caused in part by that and by production beyond the capacity of consumption, 


filled the land with unemployed labor; while extravagance in creating indebted- 
ness crippled all individual and public enterprises 
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This, in my humble opinion, was the true cause of the panic in 
1873, with all the train of evils following in its wake. Can yon 
longer wonder why capital, profiting by the experience of the past, 
and without hope in the prospects of the future, alarmed for its own 
safety and security, withdrew from the field of labor and enterprise, 
impoverishing one and strangling the other? 


In all the experience of the past, the ingenuity of man has never been able to 
devise a plan by which a people, or an association of people, whose expenditures 
were in excess of their incomes (if continued) could be saved from tinal bankruptcy 
and ruin 

So much for the cause; the effect apparent and alarming—we now 
pass on to the remedy. The relief you offeris the bill now under con- 
sideration. If the causes which produce disease can perform its cure, 
I confess we are, seemingly, on the right road to recovery. If there- 
sults I have just described were caused or stimulated by a fluctuat- 
ing currency of uncertain value (which I trust no one will deny) how 
more certainly will acurrency more depreciated and infirm aggravate 
the disease and destroy utterly that confidence and faith so necessary 
to commercial and industrial success. Withacurrency so full of un- 
certainty there can be no permanent revival of business. There can 
be no prosperous trade when the thing produced must sell for less 
than the cost of production, Capital would continue to stand idly 
by while labor starved. Capital (made hopeful and bold as our legal 
tender had approached a stable standard of values) would again retire 
until the bottom is reached—until a dollar invested would promise 
more than ninety cents in return. 

If the knowledge which experience gives is any guide in the affairs 
of men, this bill enacted into a law will make silver the only stand- 
ard of value—the only coin currency in use. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in commenting upon the laws of 
coinage, most appropriately says : 


If the slight error in the ratio of 1792 prevented gold from entering into circu- 
lation for forty-tive years, and the slight error in 1837 brought gold into circula- 
tion, and bauished silver until 1e53— 

I believe the time of the fractional currency issues— 
how wore certainly will an error now of 9 per cent. cause gold to be exported and 
silver to become the sole standard of value. 

In 1792 gold had been undervalued and was bought up for expor- 
tation. The silver dollar by the act of 1534 was placed at too low a 
rate and was sent abroal. Thus our experience and the experience 
of the world teach that, owing to the fluctuation of the relative 
value of the two metals, their equality as a standard of value is 
entirely beyond the domain of law and cannot be made equal by any 
legislative enactments ; that sovereign power cannot violate the natu- 
ral laws of supply and demand without serious disturbance to the 
machinery of trade. The legislation, therefore, of 1573 was based 
upon natural laws, which ordained that the use of silver as a circu- 
lating medium should be limited to a subsidiary token coinage ; that 
short-legged silver conld not keep step with gold; and whatever 
nominal value legislation may give to gold or silver it would have 
no intluence on the price of any commodity in the open or world’s 
market. But, it is asked, if silver be remonetized and made legal 
tender concurrently with gold, where is the depreciated currency to 
be found? It is clear the debtor will be unable to get silver cheaper 
than gold, for who that has silver will part with it for less than its 
legal-tender value. The friends of this bill seem to be oblivious to 
the fact that, while the Government can fix the value of the silver 
dollar for the payment of debts, it cannot fix its value for any other 
purpose. People will part with silver at less than its legal value 
whenever they find that they cannot get the equivalent of its legal 
value in exchange for it. 

It is further said that the demonetization of the silver dollar, de- 
barring it from the currency, imposed an additional burden upon the 
debtor class; therefore, that restoring it to the currency will undo and 
repair the wrong done by its displacement. But, I ask, where is the 
injustice to the debtor class of 1573 in dropping the silver dollar from 
the currency? Was not the silver dollar at that time worth three 
cents more than the gold dollar; were the debtor class not conscious 
of that fact, and did they not avail themselves of their advantage to 
pay in gold? Was it any injustice to cither the debtor or creditor 
class in treating as obsolete a coin that had not been in circulation 
for nearly forty years? 

I think no sane business man would to-day insist upon paying his 
debts in gold coin when greenbacks, worth three cents less on the 
dollar, would honorably cancel the obligation. If, however, the re- 
verse of this were true, I respectfully ask can you right the wrong 
done to the debtor class in 1473 by correcting in 1878 the legislation 
which made that wrong legal? As has been truly said, “is it repa- 
ration of a wrong to punish the innocent creditor of to-day because a 
wrong was done to the debtor of five years ago?” It is therefore 
plain that by the act of 1873 no one was injured and no existin 
right impaired. Certainly it cannot be claimed that debts contractec 
since 1873 are payable in any other coin than gold; and if it should 
appear that silver is permanently infirm, it must be held that snch 
debts can only be liquidated in gold oritsequivalent. Wesay “must” 
because we assume that honesty is to be the supreme law of this land 
and dishonesty is not to be tolerated. ‘To act otherwise, would it not 
be plain, palpable, aggravating repudiation? Is it not also true that 
there is scarcely an obligation which existed when the act demone- 
tizing silver was passed (except perbaps the obligations of the Gov- 
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ernment) which has not since been paid or in some way liqui 
and new obligations, based upon the existing order of things, sub. 
stituted for them by the ever-changing conditions of business ? 

Judged in the light of business integrity and sound, judicious } 
ness policy, can we afford to perpetrate these little operations by, 
ward and forward, so as to take all the profits and give some)x y 
else all the risks without consequences which are more disustroys 
even to us than our victims? Such a doctrine would shame law and 
pollute morals, to say nothing of politics or economy. 

Long years before we nominally demonetized the silver dollar it was 
practically demonetized and banished from our territory. You now 
invoke Congress to remonetize it on the basis of 412} grains, which 
measured by our sole unit and standard of value, is worth ninety 
cents, and give to it adebt-paying power equal to the gold dollar. |; 
is asked whether we have not the legal and moral right to do xo. 
Not a lawyer, I will not question the legal right of sovereign power 
to do as it please; nor will I impngn the integrity of any Senator 
should he vote for this bill; but my question again occurs, is it best 
in policy? Would it be regulating the value of money as contem.- 
plated by the Constitution, as observed in practice, to remonetize 
the silver dollar upon any basis other than putting in the coin a yuf. 
— amount of silver to make it equal with the gold dollar jn 
value 

The cry which has been raised ever since the beginning of this 
controversy, that there ought not to be one money for the bondholder 
and another for the people is really and truly unanswerable. You 
say we gave the bondholders gold and paper to the people ; that the 
bondholder did not pay face for the bond, and silver, therefore, js 
good enough return. 

My answer ia, it was the misfortune and not the fault of the Goy- 
ernment that the bonds were sold at so low a rate or were ever issued 
atall. “But the fault lay, notin promising the bondholder gold, but 
in imposing irredeemable paper upon the people; and the remedy 
consists not in denying the bondholders that which we promised them, 
but in giving the rest of the community, that which ought never to 
have been taken away from them, a stable standard of value; or, in 
other words, what we are now trying to do and with your concur- 
rence we shall be able to do, make the greenbacks as good as gold. 
Were not the bonds of this Government, as were the bonds of the con- 
federacy, which had something to do with the necessity iu our case, 
based and valued in the financial centers of the world, and by those 
citizens not considered wanting in their loyalty and fealty to the Goy- 
ernment, on considerations of public confidence as to the honesty and 
ability of the Government in respect to said obligations? If the bouds 
were sold for Jess than par in gold it was what the speculative world 
thought of them. The value they placed upon the bond was the 
measure of their confidence. Their chance of defeat was equal to 
ours, therefore; our gain should not be their loss. 

To now invoke the sovereign power to scale the gold they loaned 
our misery would it not in the conscience of the commercial world 
be considered a bare cheat upon a confiding creditor to pay him in a 
dishonest measure of an inferior metal for money loaned upon the 
faith of the nation? Is it best (as I am discussing neither law nor 
morals) to pay the bondholders at home and abroad in a coin worth 
ten cents on the dollar less in all the markets of the world where our 
bonds are held than that unvarying standard upon which the value 
of the bond was based? Was not the bondholder led to expect, by 
the practice and all the traditions of the Government, in all its 
branches, that principal and interest would be paid in gold? 

For answer, you show me the contract, which declares that the 
bond is payable, principal and interest, in coin, that is, gold or silver 
coin, at the option of the Government. Granted. But has not the 
Government, in demonetizing silver by the act of 1873, exercised this 
option and thus notified the world that as to its obligations pay- 
able in coin it had elected to pay in gold coin. This phase of the 
question has been very ably and clearly stated by my colleague, { Mr. 
RANDOLPH.}] The language admits of no other interpretation than 
that a certain number of units of value, as specified in each bond, of 
the lawful gold standard or the lawful silver standard of the United 
States is agreed to be returned as a recompense for what was received. 

It is plain, therefore, that the Government has the option to pay 
in either gold or silver. The holderof the bond says “TI did not con- 
template receiving silver. You had nosilverto pay me with. It had 
been the long unbroken practice of the Government to pay in gold, 
and when you demonetized silver in 1873 you absolutely persuaded (he 
mind of capital thatcoin meant gold. By the exercise of your option 
electing to pay in gold you encouraged me to pay a high price for 4 
bond bearing a low burden of interest. Is it best (honor permitting 
that you now change your option ?” pe 

This is not all. Every man who has loaned his money to assist 10- 
dustry in all its branches, be he the poor laborer or the rich banker ; 
évery man engaged in business, whether in the counting-house, tic 
workshop, or upon the farm, has been led to expect a certain a 
steady increase of the value of our lawful tender toward the ¢ 
standard, and is as mach entitled to protection as the bondho! 
The savings-banks, life-insurance and trust companies are the agen! 
for the safety of deposits far in excess of the Government debt. The) 
are the agents of those who have not sufficient means to start business 
on their own acconnt. These institutions are the depositaries of the 
laborer for all earnings in excess of that required for food and clotli- 


dated, 
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ing, and their deposits are loaned by these institutions in aggregated 
gums to those great enterprises in which labor finds its employment. 
[he mite which the laborer loaned, together with his neighbor's mite, 
has given speed to the wheels of industry, made a greater demand for 
his labor, and thus enabled his capital to help the work of his hands. 
Again, to this same laborer (according to the census of 1870) is due at 
this hour $120,000,000. If you pay him in silver coin of 412} grains 
vou rob him of $12,000,000 already earned. As the political agents 
and trustees of these people, in the name of common right and com- 
mon honesty, shall they have no protection at our hands ? 

And what of the future? In my humble opinion the enactment of 
this bill into a law will drive gold from the country, make silver the 
gle standard of value, and then uncertainty and fluctuation will enter 
into all the affairs of trade. Capital will seek some other field for 
investment, or will refuse to make loans other than those payable in 
gold. The manufacturing industries of the country, owing to active 
competition, and consequently small margins of profit cannot in ad- 
dition thereto take the risk of a depreciation in the currency between 
the purchase of the raw material and the time required to market the 
goods. None who have means to loan could look with confidence upon 
the future ; therefore none who do business upon borrowed capital 
could count upon renewals of loans. The future would be one vast 
sea of conjecture, upon which we must sail without chart or compass, 
aud where capital, already timid from past reverses, would never 
venture. 

We cannot afford to have a cheap, fluctuating currency to measure 
the cost of surplus production while our commercial neighbors hold 
us to the better and dearer one on which to base the transactions of 
sale. To illustrate, by the use of an inflated or depreciated currency 
(for one is both, and both one) we are led to buy freely and pay high 
prices. This enables the European manufacturer to send hither his 
wares and sell them at a profit. Witness: the importation of foreign 
merchandise for four years from 1871 to 1874, inclusive, with depreci- 
ated money, were $130,877,303 (coin value) more than the entire im- 
ports for eight years, from 1858 to 1865, with a gold standard. In 
other words, with cheap money during the four years I have men- 
tioved our imports were more than $130,000,000 in excess of the im- 
portations for eight years under a gold standard. What do we give 
him in payment for his commodities? Possibly gold and silver, or 
its equivalent in cotton, tobacco, wheat, and pork. It being purely 
a question of barter, he fixing the value of his wares and we of our 
product, of what can we complain? The complaint is that we are not 
permitted to fix the values even of our own product. Who, then, 
tixes them, and by what standard are they fixed? Your answer can 


the London market; where their limited stable currency, and not our 
fluctuating one, furnishes the measure of values. They, therefore, 
take our products in payment at prices measured by their currency, or 
tuke our gold and silver coin by weight. It may be asked why we do 
not fix our own prices for our products. That we could do if the pro- 


duction did not exceed the home demand for it; but (if prosperous) | 


being largely in excess of home demand, the prices for it must be 
measured by foreign demand. 

Again, the standard of England is practically the standard of the 
world. All our exports of silver for payment of debts would of ne- 


cessity be sent there as merchandise and translated into gold before | 


the debt could be paid. It would have no greater stability than cot- 
ton or wheat or any other article of merchandise. It would contin- 


| 
| 





ually fluctuate and our own silver would aggregate the fluctuations in | 


the London market, so that the merchant could no more know how 
many dollars of silver (our valuation) would be required in the pay- 


ment of a debt than he would know how many bales of cotton would | 
accomplish the same purpose before the market price of the cotton | 
were determined. Silver, in all foreign markets, will cireulate only | 


at its purchasing power, and no one can be certain that its power 
will be the same in any two transactions. All this will be at the 
cost and to the injury of the producers, who are not exporters. But 


the exporter would demand upon every purchase a sufficient dis- | 
count to cover the possible risk of fluctuation in the value of the | 


money. All the losses which the producers have suffered in this re- 


spect from the fluctuating character of the Jegal-tender notes will be 
repeated and continued by the adoption of the silver standard. 
Nothing can be more abhorrent to the interest and ideas of socicty 
than widely differing standards, whether of value, extension, or quan- 
tity. The moment they cease to be uniform in quantity and value 
all - operations of production and distribution are brought toa 
stand. 

The business interests of the country require and demand a perma- 
hent monetary system, an unchanging standard of value. They long 
for rest from this persistent unwholesome agitation in Congress, which 
has 80 unsettled commercial confidence and faith. 
tinuance of that policy which experience proves tends to strengthen 
and not weaken the credit of the nation. Standing as we do upon 


the threshold of a new industrial era, with vast national resources, | 


with inventive genins perfecting and cheapening the cost of produc- 
tion in every branch of industry, now the granary, and with intelli- 


gence and pradence soon to become the workshop, of the world, we | 


must take no step backward. 
Therefore if we desire prosperity as an industrial and commercial 
nation, forced to depend upon a foreign market to take our surplus 





They desire a con- | 


| and they are hereby, earnestly requested to use their best efforts to carry out 


products, we must supply that product at the lowest possible cost, a 
cost that will meet on equal terms the world’s competition. In tho 
commercial world gold is king. Gold counts the cost, markets tho 
goods, and measures the margins of profit and loss. If we desiro 
prosperity we must obey commercial laws. 

Against this bill I am charged to remonstrate by a large majority 
of the people of New Jersey, who are opposed to repudiation, wholly 
or in part, and are of the opinion and firm conviction that this bill en- 
acted into a law will retard prosperity and accomplish the overthrow 
of national integrity. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do now ad- 


journ. 


Mr. SARGENT. I trust the Senator will withdraw the motion and 
allow us to have a few moments’ executive session. 

Mr. BAYARD. I withdraw the motion, if the Senator desires. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SARGENT. The Senator from North Carolina wishes to take 
the tloor upon the pending question, I believe. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I desire to occupy the floor to-morrow after the 
morning hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hoar in the chair.) The Sena- 
tor from North Carolina is recognized as entitled to the floor on the 
pending bill. Subject to his right to the floor, the motion of the Sena- 
tor from California will be put. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After two hours spent in executive 
session the doors were reopened, and (at six o’clock and twenty-five 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, February 12, 1878. 
The Honse met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. HARRISON. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 
CORRECTION—SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
Mr. HOOKER. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


RATLROAD. 
I observe from the Journal that the fact is recited 


| that I presented on yesterday a joint memorial of the Legislature of 


be found in the commercial center and clearing-house of the world, | the State of Mississippi in favor of the completion of a southern line 


of railway from the east bank of the Mississippi River, near the 
thirty-second parallel of north latitude, to the Pacific Ocean ; but the 
Journal does not state the further fact that the memorial was ordered 


| by the House to be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, and I ob- 


serve that it is not printed in the Recorp this morning. I rise to 
ask the Chair if it be proper to have the Journal corrected in that 
respect ? 


The SPEAKER. Such notices are not entered on the Journal; the 


| RECORD is the place where the correction should be made. 


Mr. HOOKER. The House did, as the Chair will remember, order 
the memorial to be printed in the Recorb. 

The SPEAKER. The House did so by unanimous consent. 
memorial will be printed in the REcorD. 

The memorial is as follows: 


The 


House concurrent resolution to favor the completion of a southern line of railway 
from the east bank of the Mississippi River, near the thirty-second parallel of 
north latitude, to the Pacitic Ocean. 


Whereas the Government of the United States has granted millions of acres of 
public lands and bundreds of millions of dollars to the construction and completion 
of a line of ra:lway for the benefit of the northern portion of the country from the 
Valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, along or near tho forty-third par- 
allel of north Jatitude, known as the ‘“ Union” and “Central” Pacific Railroads; 
which said railway line is owned by two corporations which are gigantic monopo 
lies, having control of all the railway freight and passenger transportation at their 
own prices from the Mississippi Valley to the Pacific coast; and 

Whereas the southern portion of the United States has no direct railway com- 
munication between the Pacitic and the Atlantic coasts, which is so essential to the 
purposes of travel and commerce and the development of the vast resources of this 
region of country: Therefore, 

SECTION 1. Be it resolved by the house of representatives of the State of Mississippi, 
(the senate concurring.) That the Congress of the United States, under proper legal 
restrictions, should adopt some measures which will secure the speedy construction 
and completion ot a southern line of railway, from the cast bank of the Mississippi 
River, as near as practicable along the thirty-second parallel of north latitude, to 
ships’ channel in the bay of San Diego, on the Pacific coast 

Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the entire line of said railway should be under 
the control and management of one company, so a8 to form a competing line of rail- 
way to the other lines which now exist, or may hereafter be completed, from tho 
Mississippi Valley to the Pacific coast, independent of and without combination 
with cal other railroad companies. 

Sec. 3. Be it further resolved, That our members of Congress from this State be, 
the 
purposes set forth herein, and that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted 
through the mails, without delay, to each one of them, by the secretary of state. 

Adopted by the house January 22, 1878. 

W. A. PERCY 
Speaker Sf the House. 
Concurred in by the senate January 24, 1578. 
h. O. REYNOLDS, 
President of the Senate, 
Approved February 2, 178. 
J. M. STONE, Governor. 
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A trne copy from the original on file in my office 


As witness my hand and the great seal of the State of Mississippi, at Jackson, 


this February 6, 1s7e. 
[SKAL. | KINLOCH FALCONER, 
Secretary of State. 
The Journal of yesterday was then approved. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DURHAM. I move that the rules be suspended and the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union to proceed with the consideration of the Military Academy 


appropriation bill. 


LINCOLN’S EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. 


Mr. POTTER. Before the House goes into committee I ask unani- 
mous consent to submit a resolution. There are one or two persons 
here who are descendants of the families of the Cabinet of President 
Lincoln at the time of the signing of the proclamation of emancipa- 
tion; and at the suggestion of several gentlemen I submit the reso- 


lution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the members of the families of the Cabinet of President Lincoln 
at the time of the signing of the proclamation of emancipation be admitted to seats 
on the floor of this House during the ceremonies attending the presentation to Con- 


gress of Mr. Carpenter's picture of the signing of that proclamation. 


The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. POTTER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 1 consider be laid 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
EULOGIES ON THE LATE MR. PARSONS. 


Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. I ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table for present action the joint resolution relative to 


the printing of the memorial addresses on the late Edward Young 


Parsons, with an amendment by the Senate. 

There was no objection; and the joint resolution (H. R. No. 54) 
authorizing the printing and distribution of the memorial addresses 
on the life and character of the late Edward Young Parsons, a Rep- 
resentative from the State of Kentucky, with an amendment by the 
Senate, was taken from the Speaker’s table. 

The amendment was read as follows: 

At the end of the joint resolution add the following : 


To defray the cost of which the sum of $600 be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The Senate amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment of the Senate was concurred in; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

THE LATE SENATORS MORTON AND BOGY. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I ask unanimous consent that the bill (S. No. 
702) to provide portraits to accompany the memorial addresses on the 
late Senators Morton and Bogy be taken from the Speaker’s table for 
present consideration. 

There was no objection ; and the bill was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and read a first and second time. 

The bill was read. It appropriates $1,200, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, to defray the cost of engraving and printing por- 
traits of the late Senators Morton and Bogy, under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, as ordered by concurrent resolution of 
Congress. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 


was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
VENEZUELAN MIXED COMMISSION. 


On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, by unanimous consent, leave was 
granted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs to have certain testi- 
mony taken in regard to the Venezuelan mixed commission printed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DURHAM. I now insist on my motion that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union and 
proceed with the consideration of the Military Academy bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. BLACKBURN in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The House resumes consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 2507) making appropriations for the support of the Mili- 
tary Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and for other 
purposes. The pending paragraph when the committee last rose was 
as follows: 

For pay of the Military Academy band, $8,999, which shall be in full for the pay 
of the said band for the year ending June 30, 1879, any law to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

The question was upon the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. FINLEY, ] to add to that clause the following : 


Provided, That no assessments shall be made upon the cadets in the said Acad- 
emy for the further payment of said band. 
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Mr. DURHAM. I am willing to accept the amendment if any gy¢) 
custom or practice has prevailed. eee 

Mr. BLOUNT. It is not an assessment at all; it is a mere y 
tary matter. I do not think it is a regular assessment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Ohio : 
pending, and it is the daty of the Chair to put it to a vote. . 

Mr. McCOOK. I will ask the gentleman from Kentucky what sre 
the facts in regard to this subject ? * oo 

Mr. DURHAM. The committee know nothing on the subject, and 
it is wholly indifferent to me. oa 

The CHAIRMAN proceeded to put the question and anno. 
that the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. FINLEY. I wish to say a word only. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to the gentleman from 
Ohio that debate is not in order while a vote is being taken. 

Mr. FINLEY. I was out at the time the amendment came up this 
morning and I wished to make a remark only. I now cal] for a 
division. 

The committee divided ; and upon a division there were—ayes 7 
noes 56. E : 

No further count being insisted upon, the amendment was pot 
agreed to. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill and read as follows: 

For Department of Law: 


For text-books and stationery and books of reference for the use of instructors 
$368. ‘ 


} 
olun- 


inced 


Mr. BRAGG. I move to add to the clause just read the following: 


Provided, That there may be commissioned in the same manner and placed on 
the same footing as other professors, and to be selected from officers on the retired 
list of the Army, a professor of law ; but the said professor shall only receive his 
retired pay and no other compensation whatever. fs 


Mr. DURHAM. I make the point of order upon that amendment 
that it is not in the interest of economy and is new legislation. 

Mr. BRAGG. Upon the point of order made I desire to say that this 
bill provides for the salary of nine professors, each of whom s)al] 
draw pay at the rate of $3,000 per year. The appropriation bill of 
the last Congress provided that a professor of law should be detailed 
from the judge-advocates of the Army, and in accordance with that 
law there has been detailed a judge-advocate of the rank of major to 
discharge the duties of professor of law. This ameudment is germane 
to the bill, and is in the line of economy for this reason: that the 
salary of a major when he is detailed, when he draws his pay proper, 
is $2,500, but when he draws his pay as professor of law he receives 
$3,000, This amendment proposes that the professor of law shall be 
selected from the retired list of the Army, and therefore it dispenses 
with the assignment of a judge-advocate with asalary of $3,000 a year 
and supplies his place with an oflicer who shall have no extra pay 
whatever. It reduces the expense provided for in the bill, therefore, 
precisely $500. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I desire to offer an amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order while the point of order is 
pending. 

Mr. DURHAM. In support of the po of order I would say that 
the judge advocate or professor of law, as was properly stated by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, is detailed from the number of judge- 
advocates. He is under regular pay, and consequently no appropria- 
tion is made for the law professor, because he gets his pay under a 
different head. Now the gentleman proposes to put in another indi 
vidual, if I understand his amendment correctly, and that will neces- 
sarily increase the expenses of the academy. ‘There is certainly no 
expense now 80 far as judge-advocate is concerned, and I do not un- 
derstand that it is in the line of economy, but directly in the oppo- 
site direction, by placing at the academy an additional person to 
have quarters and all sorts of things. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, finding that the amendment pr- 

poses to detail an officer from the retired list of the Army for the dis- 
charge of these duties, is not disposed to rule the amendment out of 
order or to sustain the point of order of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. 
Mr. BRAGG. Now, in support of the amendment I will say that 
the committee is constantly, in offering opposition, furnishing argu- 
ments to prove the ee I assumed in the ontset, that they had not 
carefully digested their bill. They provided for nine professors, aud if 
you strike from the list of professors from West Point this professor of 
aw you will see that there will be but eight, if you will retain the 
professor of law it makes nine professors that are provided for in this 
bill. Now, 1 submit that the limitation of the professor of law to an 
officer to be selected by the judge-advocates of the Army is not wise 
because the judge-advocates of the Army are gentlemen who are ap- 
pointed from civil life and are not presumed to be versed in military 
aw, and I take it that the school would be better served by a detail 
from the Army. But I desire to use the argument of the gentlemen 
of the committee themselves, and that is, that the system of educa- 
tion at West Point fits men better for the discharge of such dutics 
than they can be fitted at any otber institution in the country. 

They have taught civil and military law at that academy from its 
very outset. We have upon the retired list three hundred men, some 
of whom have studied law in the volunteer service and in civil life, 
andall who are from the regular Army have received their education 
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from their alma mater, and are much better skilled in civil and mili- 
tary law, if the arguments of the members of the Committee on Ap- 
yropriations are correct, than any outsider who has found his way 
‘nto the Judge-Advocate’s Department. Therefore I say there can be 
= more excuse for maintaining a Judge-Advocate’s Department, and 
not having the selection of this professor made from the three hundred 
vraduates at West Point on the retired list who are willing to serve, 
than there is—I do not know exactly what to say. Perhaps the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations will excuse me for saying there can be no 
other reason for it than to make a perch upon which some surplus 
indge-advocate may rest himself to plume his wing. 

“ Mr. RANDOLPH. I move to amend the amendment by adding to 
it that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That hereafter not more than one professor shall be employed in the 
military school at West Point to every twenty students. 

Mr. DURHAM. I am very glad my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. 
BRAGG ] has talked about a perch this morning. I rather expect, when 
we come to find out abottt the matter, that my friend himself has a 
desire to put some favorite in this office; there is a perch over on 
that side. 

I will venture the assertion now that there is a one-armed soldier 
in this Capitol, and immediately about this Hall, who has scarcely 
ever studied law at all, and yet who is an applicant for this very 
position, he being on the retired list. That very identical gentleman 
has been before the Committee on Appropriations and made his wants 
known. Now, I do not directly charge upon my friend from Wiscon- 
sin that heis — to get this man in there; but itis exceedingly 
strange that my friend, who professes to be a lawyer, wi!l turn out a 
judge-advocate whose duty it is to practice law and put in a retired 
oflicer, Whether he be a lawyer or not. I venture the assertion that 
out of the three hundred men on the retired list there are not more 
than ten lawyers among them all; and yet there cannot be a judge- 
advocate without being a lawyer. 

Now, if the gentleman can tell me what economy there is in the 
propesition he has submitted over and above the proposition of the 
Committee on Appropriations, I would like to know. The judge- 
advocate is paid under the regular Army appropriation bill; and the 
man whom the gentleman proposes to put in here gets three-fourths 
of his regular pay when he is on the retired list. They are both under 
pay. I now come back to my friend and say to him that he is again 
in the fault. Let him who pretends to be the leader of the Military 
Committee regulate the law on this subject, and we will make the 
appropriations accordingly. 

My friend is still unsatisfied after having delivered a lecture to 
this committee. The law provides that a judge-advocate shall be 
the professor of law. There was a proposition coming from the pro- 
fessor of law to allow him an assistant; it was said that he could 
have one of these retired officers for that assistant. The Committee 
on Appropriations were of opinion that one professor of law at West 
Point was amply sufficient, and that it was more appropriate for a 
judge-advocate to be the professor of law, and consequently we have 
retained the provision precisely as we found it. 

I cannot see how the economy advocated by my friend from Wis- 
consin comes in here; because the judge-advocate is under pay and 
the retired officer is under pay, and we make no appropriation what- 
ever for the professor of law outside of the pay which he gets in con- 
sequence of his position as a judge-advocate. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to say 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the amendment of the gentleman 
has been exhausted. 

Mr. BRAGG. There was an amendment offered to my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order for the gentleman to speak in op- 
position to the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BRAGG. In reply to the gentleman from Kentucky I desire 
to say that I had really hoped this morning that a young member of 
this House might be permitted to oppose a bill, even though it had 
been incubated in the mighty brain of the gentleman who defends 
and supports it before this House. I had trusted that as a legislator 
I might be permitted in my humble way to object to this bill, and 
that I might be permitted to say that a measure which was put 
through this Congress only two years ago, limiting the appointment 
of professors of law at West Point to four judge-advocates, four 
great lawyers who were to leave their profession in civil life and be- 
come stipendiaries of the General Government upon a pay of $2,500 
a year, was not a measure likely to give us a gentleman to teach civil 
and military law at West Point. 

Mr. DURHAM. May I ask—— 

Mr. BRAGG. 
cation at West Point. 

Mr. DURHAM. Will the gentleman tell how much—— 

Mr. BRAGG. And out of the three hundred men who are on the re- 
tired list we could have the benefit of the teaching which those men 
had received at West Point, and thereby save the oe of main- 
taining a judge-advocate for the purpose of teaching law there. 

Mr. DURHAM. Will the gentleman tell us how much the retired 
officer gets? 

Mr. BRAGG. 






























In regard to the other proposition which the gentle- 


man from Kentucky [Mr. DuRHAM] has submitted, if he will read any 
single elementary treatise upon martial law, or upon proceedings in 
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I prefer to trust the man who has received his edu- | 
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courts-martial, he will not find one respectable enough to be put even 
into a country lawyer’s office which was written by a judge-advocate. 
The best treatise prepared is one now in process of publication by a 
lieutenant of the line. When you come to courts-martial you will 
find that throughout the Army they detail officers who are not pro- 
fessors of law but officers of the line. You will find that there is not 
one court-martial in a hundred where one of these distinguished 
functionaries who sit around Washington presides over the court. 

When they need brains and skill and science they come to the 
line and make their detail of judge-advocates to attend to the court. 
When they need lobbyists they go to the butterfly brigade, who fly 
around this Congress to bring influence to bear to pass such legisla- 
tion as they want. 7 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Mr. Chairman, by reference to the 
Army list it wili be found that there are ten professors at West Point. 
By reference to the bill under consideration it will be found that ap- 
propriations are made for the salaries of only nine professors. 
18 no appropriation for the salary of the professor of law. He derives 
his compensation under the Army bill by which he is paid as one of the 
judge-advocates-general. He will draw that money whether he is as- 
signed to West Point or not ; and hence being assigned to West Point 
he renders a duty which imposes no additional expense upon the Gov- 
ernment, whereas if he is displaced some other man must be provided 
for at West Point, who will in some way or other, by additional quar- 
ters oradditional fuel, cause additional expense. Theerror of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BraGG] is that in counting up the pro- 
fessors at West Point he omitted one of them. He will find that 
there are ten. Hence his amendment does not tend to economy or to 
increased efficiency in the public service. 

Mr. BANNING. I offer the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment: 





There 


Provided, That there shall be commissioned in the same manner, and placed on 
the same footing as the other professors, and to be selected from the office's on the 
retired list of the Army, a professor of law: Provided further, That the said pro 
fessor shall only receive his retired pay, and shall receive no additional pay what- 
ever. 

Mr. Chairman, this is substantially the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. BraGG.] Its adoption will not cause 
one dollar of additional expense. It will take from the retired list 
an officer to do this service. Now,as my friend from Kentucky [Mr 
ed has seen fit to state that a gentleman is about this House 
seeking this position, I feel it due to the House, due to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, and due to myself to be perfectly frank. I have con 
sulted with the gentleman about this matter. Among the many ofli- 
cers on the retired list there is one gallant young soldier who has lost 
an arm—an officer who graduated at the Military Academy and who 
comes here 

Mr. ATKINS. 

Mr. BANNING. 





? 
' 


Did he lose his arm in the service 

Yes, sir; in the service. 

Mr. ATKINS. I know one who did not. 

Mr. BANNING. Are you not providing for the service now; and 
did you not say to us, and does not the Military Academy say to us, 
that a man is in the service from the hour he enters that institution ? 

Mr. ATKINS. I meant to ask whether this officer lost his arm in 
battle. I understand he did not. 

Mr. BANNING. Ido not want to beinterrupted. This young man, 
who is on the retired list, has served his country faithfully. His arm 
was torn away by the premature discharge of a cannon while he was 
in the service. He comes to us and says, “I would like service some- 
where; Lam receiving my retired pay; and I would be glad upon 
that retired pay to accept this position at West Point (where I was 
graduated) to do service for my country.” I ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky is it discreditable to this young soldier who has lost his arm 
that now, while he is receiving his retired pay, he comes and asks 
that he may be allowed to serve in this institution as a professor? He 
does not ask any additional pay, but merely to be permitted to labor 
and give to the Government that educated him, and now supports 
him as a retired officer, the benefit of that education. Is he not capa- 
ble? Is he not fit for the place? If he is not, then we had better 
close up the West Point Academy; for he is a graduate of that insti- 
tution. If he is not competent to serve as professor there then I say 
to the gentleman that this appropriation bill ought not to pass; for 
if the graduates of the Military Academy are not competent to fill 
such positions as that in question then it is more than idle for us to 
make the appropriation of money for the education of young men at 
that academy. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I say to this House, in the interest of economy, 
in the interest of justice, and having a regard to the welfare of that 
institution, here is an offer of service by a man whom we are already 

yaying, that would be of value to the service and ought to be accepted. 
My amendment authorizes the President to assign an officer to service 
at West Point from the retired list. We should encourage such an 
officer. This man says, “I have lost anarm in my country’s service; 
there is but little I can do; the Government is paying me; and if it 
is willing to accept my services in the institution where I was grad- 
uated for what it is now paying me, I will gladly serve there.” Will 
this House accept this offer? Isthere any reason why we should net 
accept it? I say to my friend from Kentucky that there is nothing 
concealed here; nothing buried up; and I thought from my inter- 
view with the gentleman the other day that he favored the proposi- 
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tion. And I am sorry to learn now that I wholly mistook his posi- 
tion 

Mr. McCOOK. The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. BANNING,] as I 
understand, asserts that the substitution of this one-armed soldier for | 
Lientenant-Colone] Gardner, the present professor of law at West 
Point, will be in the interest of economy. Now I would like him to 
‘ x lain to the satisfaction of the House how that can be. 

Mr. BANNING. 1 will doit. I say that it will not cost the Gov- | 
ernment one cent additional. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. How about fuel and quarters? | 

Mr. BANNING. I will answer that. 

Mr. McCOOK. I beg the pardon of the gentleman from Ohio ; but 
his statement is not an answer to my question. THe asserts that the 
substitution of this young officer will be in the interest of economy. 
I affirin that he cannot prove it. 

Mr. BANNING. I will prove it forthe gentleman. The economy 
consists in this: We have to pay this man whose arm is shot away 
and who is young, capable, and qualified. 

Mr. McCOOK. I concede that. 

Mr. BANNING. The judge-advocates are lawyers. Their service 
in the Army as lawyers under the title of judge-advocates has not 
unfitted them for the practice of their profession in private or civil 
life. Upon the contrary, it has been of great benefit to them. They 
have received good pay as judge-advocates and cannot complain if 
we dispense with their services and avail ourselves of the services 
of officers upon the retired list of the Army, who have been disabled 
in the service and for whom we must alwayscare. These officers are 
prohibited by law from holding any civil office, The economy of 
the amendment will consist in substituting such oflicers as we are 
in honor bound to provide for in place of high-priced officers who can 
be dispensed with without any injustice being done and with no 
detriment to the service, thereby saving the large salaries now paid 
to the latter. This I call economy. 

Mr. DURHAM rose. 

Mr. BANNING. I want to say to my friend from Kentucky that 
I do not think he has dealt fairly by me. I went to him and frankly 
presented this case, just as I present it now. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. DURHAM. Mr. Chairman, just a word of explanation to my 
friend from Ohio, who has charged me with not acting fairly toward 
him. I did act fairly toward him, for I told him that | would not en- 
tertain his ernie as it was undertaking to legislate for a partic- 
ular individual. That was my idea, sir, and consequently I could not 
agree to it as it was not in the interest of economy, and especially 
when I found it would be the means of incurring additional expense. 

I did not intend to allude to my friend in reference to this matter— 
it was a special matter of his own—but he has told the whole tale 
abent thisman. As I have said, [did not intend to allude to it. 

Just a moment farther, and I beg pardon for detaining the House. 
I desire to state when that young gentleman came before the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, or rather the subcommittee, I understood 
him to say distinctly that he never had been admitted to the bar asa 
practitioner, and for one I cannot agree to legislate for individual 
cases althongh I should like to accommodate this one-armed soldier 
as well as to accommodate my friend from Ohio, who if he has been 
misled by me I can only say I am sorry for it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. MAISH. 1 move to strike out the last word; and I do so for 
the purpose of stating that I did not understand the amendment of 
my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] as providing only for this 
one-armed soldier who has been so much talked about this morning, 
but that the selection may be made from the whole body of three hun- 
dred retired officers, and I doubt not among the number may be found 
one equally competent with the gentleman who now occupies the 
wsition. Ido not wish to be put in the position as a member of the 
Military Committee of favoring the appointment of this special indi- 
vidual. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not wish, Mr. Chairman, to state anything to 
disturb the growing harmony of my friends on the other side of the 
House, [langhter, } but it has seemed to me as if it would be proper 
to appeal to them to avoid these unseemly quarrels among themselves 
and go on with the public business somewhat. It is with much regret 
we witness any exhibibition of feeling between gentlemen so aaso- 
ciated together as we witnessed yesterday, and which seems to be 
growing upon us to-day. [Laughter.] 

But, sir, 1 do not consider even the effort to make peace among my 
friends so important as another proposition I will state. The entire 
body of the democracy, after long and careful investigation—I think 
after caucus consideration on the subject and much discussion in this 
House—came to the conclusion and solemnly announced it to the 
world in the last Congress that it was utterly unfit and improper, 
and I do not know but some said immoral, for retired officers of the 
Army to hold any position whatever while they were thus retired. 
Why, sir, they went so far as to deny the right of a retired officer of 
the Army to be the president of a temperance association. [Laugh- 
ter.) Itdid occur to me, perhaps, that hostility arose more out of the 
occupation than the position. [Langhter.] But they forbade their 
being officers of a banking institution, forbade their being trustees of 
villages, mayors of cities—in fact, the zeal of my friends heretofore 
on that side of the House ran so far in that direction that the em- 
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bodiment of their sentiments incorporated into the statnte-look fom 
bade their holding any place of trust or profit while they were on th. 
retired list. What new vision has appeared to these revelators of the 
will of the people? I can account for it on the part of my frieyg 
from Ohio, chairman of the Military Committee, because he has . 
friend to serve. I do not say that is the motive which prompts hj», 
I will state it is zeal for the public service, and yet I submit my frjey4 
from Ohio should not violate the great fundamental rule laid doyy jy 
the democracy in the Jast Congress, that it is unseemly for a retiy, 1 
officer to hold any position whatever by which he may gain honor or 
by which he may gain any addition in the way of money for hi:mse}¢ 
or his family. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, whether this particular proposition be right or 
wrong I will not discuss, bunt [ do love once in a while to fecal! tho 
wandering and erring democracy to the announcement of their priy- 
ciples made heretofore and embodied in law, and this is a departyre 
from and aviolation of what was asserted but ashort time ago by ¢| 
to be fundamental. Icall theattentionof gentlemen toit and ask theory 
to see whether the adoption of this amendment is not a violation of 
the recorded principles of the democracy upon that side. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CLYMER. 1 move to strike out the last two words. 

I object to the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. BANNING] upon two grounds: first it involves really an increase 
of expeuse. The professor of law is now one of the judze-advocates 
of the Army, entitled to the pay and all the emoluments of his rank 
as such. If we detail an officer on the retired list who is entitled to 
his pay and nothing more, that certainly increases expenditure to 
the extent of the amount required to furnish him with quarters and 
other privileges. Hence while I do not complain, I shall entertain 
the opinion that the Chairman may have been in error on the point 
of order raised by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Durnaq. } 

Again, I object to it because it is manifest that the amendment is 
intended to place a particular individual at West Point as professor 
of law. This I hold to be vicious legislation. Out of the judge- 
advocates of the Army it is presumable some one will be found who is 
fitted for that professorship. It is not at all clear that among the 
retired officers there is any one so suited. And it isa fact that the 
person who is sought to be appointed under the proposition of the 
gentleman from Ohio has never been admitted to the bar. Hence, 
sir, for these two sufficient reasons I am opposed to the amendment. 

In regard to the anxiety of the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
CONGER] regarding the want of unity on this side of the Hall, I wiil 
say to him that the position of this House in a former Congress was 
not that retired oflicers should not be assigned to duty, but it was that 
retired officers might not be assigned to civil duty and receive pay 
therefor in addition to their pay as retired officers. We did then con- 
demn and we do condemn now the practice which permitted a retired 
major-general of the Army to be a minister to Spain and draw his 
salary for both positions. We did object then and we do object now 
to a practice that would permit another retired general to hold office 
as a consul-general and to be the aid-de-camp or equerry to a private 
citizen of the United States. These things we do object to; the law 
is against them. The law says it shall not be done; and if we have 
objected to it we have done so because it is contrary thereto, even if 
the law was made by the side of the House to which the gentleman 
from Michigan belongs, thereby proving that some good may come 
out of Nazareth. 

I hope, Mr. Chairman, that the Committee will not adopt the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Ohio. 

{Here the hammer fell. ]} 

Mr. BANNING. There are three hundred officers on the retired 
list and the one concerning whom I speak is an officer who wants cm- 
ployment. The amendment does not provide for any particular man, 
but provides that the professor of law at the Acadmy may be selected 
from these three hundred. I refer to this only in answer to what 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. DurmamM] said. It will be for 
the President to select from all these three hundred retired officers 
one professor, and he shall not have one cent more pay than he now 
receives. 

Now, I want to ask my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CLYMER,} 
is there any law that requires that the judge-advocate shall bea 
lawyer? 

Mr. CLYMER. And I will ask the gentleman if ever there was 
any person appointed one of the permanent judge-advocates of the 
Army without being a lawyer? 

Mr. BANNING. 1 will answer the gentleman. Before the war we 
had one Judge-Advocate of the Army; and all the judge-advocates 
who tried the many men who were tried in the Army were oflicers 
detailed for that purpose. Then no such thing as a corps of judge- 
advocates had been thought of. Now I say there are graduates of 
West Point on the retired list. They have been taught the law of 
nations. They have been taught military law, and are better ready 
and better prepared to be professors in that institution than any cen- 
tleman who has been practicing civil law in the country. They 
have been educated for this purpose. Their education has been in 
that direction and they are the very men we want. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say that I am obliged to my friend 
from Michigan [Mr. ConcEr] for his speech. I hope he will stand 
by the amendment and help to put on a better footing these three 
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hundred retired officers who have served their country well and faith- 
énily, and who cangot, as he says, under the law hold any office at all. 
I hone he will stand with me and with this side of the House when a 
scorthy man in this position comes and says, “I am unable to labor. 
| have lost an arm, but I can fill a position at West Point, and I am 
willing to do it for what my country pays me for doing nothing.” 
And 1 ask the gentleman from Kentucky and every man upon this 
floor to take this proposition home to himself. We have to pay this 
man. Is it not economy, then, to receive his services when he offers 
em. 

: Mr. ATKINS. What do you do with the man you turn ont ? 

Mr. BANNING. He bas been educated like the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYMER] and yourself as a lawyer. He will go 
out aud resume the profession he practiced before entering the Army, 
carrving With him the advantage of his experience. 

i Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I do not regard this as a question 
of economy by any means. In my judgment, we ought to have ap- 
pointed in this position a gentleman who is learned in the law. Those 
of us who are lawyers at least understand what that means, and I 
doubt very much whether you can select from the Army a gentleman 
who comes within the definition of being learned in the law. 

Now, while the body of courts-martial may very properly be com- 
posed of gentlemen of the line of the Army, who, as the gentlemen 
from Wisconsin says, are acting in the capacity of jurors, you should 
have at the head of that jury a man eminently learned in the law. 
You cannot do that, I think, by this plan. I do not think that any 
man who has been for a number of years in the Army, employed in 
duty in the field or at a post, is qualified to administer the law as it 
should be administered in the grave questions that arise before mili- 
tary commissions or courts-martial. 

We must not talk about economy in regard to the administration 
of the principles of justice, and therefore I am opposed, although it 
might cost less, to selecting a man from the retired list who has spent 
all his life in the sérvice and putting him at the head of a body of 
men where a knowledge of law is an absolute necessity. 

Mr. BANNING. I withdraw my formal amendment. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I renew it. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I think the committee understand this question 
thoroughly and I must object to the withdrawal of the amendment. 

Mr. DURHAM. Then I call for a vote. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I move to strike out the last word from the 
substitute, for the purpose of saying that this side of the House are 
all retired, and therefore I hope that none on this side of the House 
will interfere with the little party that has commenced on the other 
side. We may goover tothe gentleman from Wisconsin and whisper 
“a little more grape, General Bragg.” 

Mr. CARLISLE. I understand that the gentleman proposes the 
very amendment now before the committee, to strike out the last 
word. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Well, I have said about all I desired to say, 
an which may be wrong, and I leave the question here. 

The question was upon Mr. BANNING’s amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. BRaGG. 

Mr. BRAGG. I make the point of-order on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that it is too late to raise 
the point of order on the amendment now. The Chair stated to the 
gentleman from Ohio that the point of order would be good if made 
at the proper time. 

Mr. BANNING. The amendment of the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin covers all that mine does and I am satistied with it, and for the 
purpose of expediting business I will withdraw my amendment to 
the amendment. 

The question recurred upon Mr. RANDOLPH’s amendment to Mr. 
Brace’s amendment; and being taken, the amendment to the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 


The question then recurred upon Mr. BraGa’s amendment, as fol- 
OWs: 

Amend by adding at the end of line 125, page 6: 

Provided, That there may be commissioned in the same manner and placed on the 
same footing as other professors, and to be selected from the officers on the retired 
list of the Army, @ professor of law; but the said professor shall only receive his 
retired pay and no other compensation whatever. 

The question was taken; and the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read as follows: 

For pay of librarian’s assistant, $1,000. 

For furniture for cadet hospital, $100. 

For now stone front-pintle platform for fifteen-inch gun, $950. 

For carpets for adjutant’s office, $80. 

Buildings and grounds: For repairing roads and paths, $500. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to strike out the first line, in order that we 
may have some explanation of it. 

Mr. DURHAM. 
cannot perform all the duties without an assistant; hence this pro- 
Vision is made. 

Mr. ATKINS. He is really the librarian ? 

_Mr. DURHAM. Certainly; althongh he is called the assistant 
librarian, he is in reality the librarian. 

Mr. REAGAN. It may be all right, but at the same time I think 


that ao provide for a librarian at a salary of $1,000 a year, that is 
enoug . 


The librarian has other duties to perform and he | 


There is a custom of having in all the Departments of the Govern- 
ment a chief of burean; that chief must have an assistant to do his 
work, and that assistant must have a chief clerk to do his work, and 
so you have to go down to the third or fourth of these men to get any 
one to do the work. It seems to me that it cannot be necessary that 
you should have both a librarian and assistant librarian to this insti- 
tution, 

The question was taken upon Mr. REAGAN’s amendment, and it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. STEELE. I move to strike ont lines 130 and 131. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to the gentleman from 
North Carolina that we have considered that part of the bill, and it 
is not in order to go back. 

Mr. STEELE. It was never considered at all. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was read by the Clerk, and when so read was 
liable to amendment. 

Mr. STEELE. I give it up. 

The Clerk senate the reading of the bill, and read as follows : 

For temporary board roof to preserve the walls of the hospital building, §800, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary. 

Mr. DENISON. I move on line 172 to strike out the words “ tem- 
porary board roof to preserve the walls of,” and to insert in lieu there- 
of “the purpose of completing and finishing.” I also move on line 
173 to strike out the words “ eight hundred dollars” and insert in lieu 
thereof “$85,000 ;” so that it will read: 

For the purpose of completing and finishing the hospital building, $85,000, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary. 

There has been a great deal said latterly about its being impossible 
to furnish labor for the poor, and I believe there are resolutions now 
before the House proposing that Congress shall furnish money to pay 
for the work done in the capital city of the nation. The nation 
has a building at West Point upon which has been expended about 
$75,000—if I am wrong in these figures some member of the commit- 
tee will correct me. Atevery term of Congress we are asked to expend 
a few hundred dollars to keep that building from rotting down. It 
is now proposed to expend $800 for the paves of putting boards 
over the building, and I suppose they will be unplaned boards so as 
to be economical. 

The building is one that should be completed, and I think abont 
eighty-four or eighty-five thousand dollars is necessary to complete it. 
When we remember how many men are begging for labor, and now 
when they can do for $1 a day what at other times would cost $5 a 
day, why not complete the building and pay the $85,000? 

Mr. DURHAM. Awordof explanation. In the original statement 
that I made in regard to this bill I stated that this building had been 
commenced, and that about $70,000 had been expended upon it. The 
estimate for completing one wing and the main building is $46,742. 
How the gentleman from Vermont gets the figures to $35,000 I do not 
know. I gave the committee the reasons why the Committee on Ap- 
propriations did not regard it as proper at the present time to appro- 
priate even the $46,000. We must reduce the estimates $11,000,600 
to bring them within the revenues of the Government. We did not 
believe it right to expend any larger amount of money upon this 
building. There is another reason why we should not do so, Gen- 
eral Schofield, who has charge of this institution, says that it cannot 
at present be determined whether the foundation of the building is 
defective or not, and it requires an engineer to examine it before that 
questioncan bedetermined. Hence the Committee on Appropriations 
came to the conclusion that by putting a board roof over the entire 
building now, when summer comes and the winter rains are gone an 
examination can be made, end after that we can appropriate a suffi- 
cient amount of money to finish the building. 

Mr. DENISON. Will the gentleman from Kentucky allow me a 
question ? 

Mr. DURHAM. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DENISON. I understand him to say that the sum of forty-six- 
odd thousand dollars will be sufficient to complete one wing. Am I 
right? 

Mr. DURHAM. 

Mr. DENISON. 
building ? 

Mr. DURHAM. We have no estimate of that; but if the gentle- 
man will turn to page 137 of the estimates he will see that the appro- 
priation asked for for completing and finishing one wing andthe main 
building is $46,748. 

Mr. DENISON. I modify my amendment by striking out “ $35,000” 
and inserting “ $46,749.” 

Mr. DURHAM. I hope the committee will not adopt that amend- 
ment, for the last reason I gave. We may go on and complete the 
building, and after that we may have to tear it down. For that 
reason I hope the committee will let the matter stand. Let us pre- 
serve the building as it now is, with a temporary roof, so that next 
summer the whole matter can be looked into and examined. 

Mr. DENISON. I move to strike out “$85,000” and insert ‘ $50,000.” 
It is suggested to me that in the case of a custom-house in Tennessee it 
was proposed that we should change the material and substitute some 
native marble, for which we had to pay $85,000 extra. We did it, and 
I did not hear a croak from any one that that was wrong. Now, 
when we ask to have this done, so as to give employment to people, 


Yes. 
How much will be required to complete the whole 
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to do a job that must be done at some time and which can be done 
now as economically as at any other time, objection is made. 

Mr. THORNBURGH. Will the gentleman allow me to make a cor- 
rection ? 

Mr. DENISON. Certainly. 

Mr. THORNBURGH. The proposition was to change from brick to 
marble, and not from one kind of marble to another kind. 

Mr. DENISON, 1 thank the gentleman for his correction; it makes 
my illustration all the stronger. We make a better building by 
changing from brick to marble, and save money at this time. 

The amendment of Mr. DENISON was not agreed to. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the first section 
of the bill. 

Mr. AIKEN. Before proceeding to the consideration of the second 
section of this bill, I ask the privilege of inquiring of the gentleman 
who has charge of the bill if lines 68 and 69 are not new legislation. 
Those lines are as follows: 


lor clerk to the disbursing officer and quartermaster, $1,200. 


Mr. DURHAM. I have no objection to answering the gentleman, 
but that part of the bill has been passed over and we cannot go back 
to if. 

The CHAIRMAN. It isonly by unanimous consent that the inquiry 
can be made, 

Mr. AIKEN. Ido not care to discuss the matter at all; I simply 
ask for information, and I hope the gentleman will not decline to 
give it. 

” Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I object to anything out of order. 
Mr. DURHAM. I will say tothe gentleman that this is not new 
legislation at all. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I object to any explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, debate is out of order. 

The Clerk read the following : 

Sec. 2. That appointments of civilians to be second lieutenants in any of the regi- 
nts of the Army shall only be made when more vacancies exist in the Army than 


il] be required in the assignment of the next graduating class of cadets at the 
nited States Military Academy. 


noe 


n 
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Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I raise the point of order that the 
section just read is new legislation and obnoxious to the latter clause 
of Rule 120, which is as follows: 


Nor shall any provision in any such bill [general appropriation bill] or amend- 
ment thereto, changing existing law, be in order except such as, being germane to 
the subject-matter of the bill, shall retrench expenditures. 


I submit that this section is new legislation and obnoxious to this 
rule, and therefore out of order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has examined the statutes carefully 
upon the subject. 

Mr. DURHAM. Has the Chair made up his mind on the point of 
order? 

fhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair would say 

Mr. CONGER. I move to strike out the section. 

‘The CHAIRMAN. There is a point of order now pending against 
the section, 

Mr. CONGER. I thonght the Chair had overruled the point of 
order, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is prepared to rule upon it. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. The Chair will hear me upon the 
point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. In anticipation of the ruling of the 
Chair I will subinit that I have also examined the statutes and can 
not see wherein this proposed section will retrench the expenditures 
of the Government. The Chair will observe that this section merely 
limits the Executive in making the appointments of second lieuten- 
ants in the Army to the graduates oF Vest Point. As the law now 
stands when a cadet has passed his examination and graduated he is 
a candidate for a commission in the Army. He is not under pay, but 
he can be assigned as a brevet second lieutenant, provided only one 
such assignment is made for each company of the different regiments 
in the Army. When a vacancy occurs then he is a candidate for the 
commission. Ile is not an expense to the Government while so 
assigned, and is upon the same basis as any other civilian. Conse- 
quently this is not a retrenchment of expenditures. 

Mr. DURHAM. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Certainly. 

Mr. DURHAM. Has the gentleman read sections 1213, 1214, and 
1215 of the Revised Statutes? 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I have, and I have them here, 

Mr. DURHAM. That is all I wish to ask. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I would be very glad to be informed 
by the gentleman if Iam mistaken. I have stated the substance of 
those sections correctly, so far as I understand them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has examined the statutes upon this 
subject and finds that the pending section of this bill, upon which 
the point of order has been raised, cuts off the power of assigning 
brevet second lieutenants to the Army, one to each company, and to 
that extent, therefore, in the judgment of the Chair, this section 
works a retrenchment of expenditure. The Chair therefore, after a 
careful examination of the law, has no hesitation in refusing to sus- 
tain the point of order. 





LL 

Mr. CONGER. I now desire to move 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee now rise. 

Mr. CONGER. I gave notice that I would move to strike ont the 
section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to the gentleman from Tey. 
nessee [Mr. ATKINS] that he is under obligation to recognize the 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] to make his motion, ’ 

Mr. ATKINS. I was not aware that the gentleman desired to p 
the motion. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to strike out this section and desire to }jp 
heard upon it. But I will give way now to the motion that the com- 
mittee rise, retaining my right to the floor. F 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resnmed 
the chair, Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Who}; 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bi!) i 
R. No, 2507) making appropriations for the support of the Military 
Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and for other pur- 
poses, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
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CARPENTER’S PAINTING, EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. 


Mr. BACON, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the wives of members of this House, who are prevented f; 
obtaining seats in the galleries, be admitted, during the ceremonies attending the 
reception of Carpenter's painting of The Signing of the Emancipation Prociana 
tion, to the floor of the House. 

Mr. BACON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COX, of New York, by unanimous consent, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution ; which was read, considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Clerk notify the Senate that the ——- of Representatives is 
now ready to receive the Senate in the Hall of the House & attend the ceremonies 
of the presentation of the painting tendered to Congress by Mrs. Elizabeth Thomp. 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I move that the House now take a recess 
until two minutes before two o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at one o'clock and 
forty-two minutes p.m.) the House took a recess until one o'clock and 
fifty-eight minutes p. m. 

During the recess Carpenter’s painting, The Signing of the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation, which, covered with the American tlag, had 
been suspended back of the Speaker's desk, was unveiled. 

The recess having expired, the House was again called to order. 

At two o’clock the Assistant Doorkeeper announced the Senate of 
the United States. Preceded by the Vice-President of the United 
States and accompanied by their Secretary and Sergeant-at-Arms, the 
Senators entered and took the seats assigned them. The donor of 
the picture, Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, with her escort, and the artist, 
Mr. F. B. Carpenter, also occupied seats on the floor. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT (who occupied a chair on the right of the 
Speaker) said: The Senate and House of Representatives have con- 
vened in joint session for the purpose of receiving, through the mu- 
nilicence of Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, of the city of New York, Car- 
penter’s painting, The Signing of the Proclamation of Emancipation. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. President, by the order of the Senate and 
the House, and on behalf of the donor, Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, it 
is made my pleasing duty to deliver to Congress the painting which 
is now unveiled. It is the patriotic gift of an American woman, 
whose years have been devoted to gentle and generous charities, and 
to the instruction and elevation of the laboring poor. 

Believing that the perpetuity and glory of her country depend 
upon the dignity of labor and the equal freedom of all its people, she 
has come to the Capitol to place in the perpetual custody of the na- 
tion, as the symbol of her faith, the representation of that great act 
which proclaimed “liberty throughout all the land unto all the in- 
habitants thereof.” 

Inspired by the same sentiment, the Representatives of the nation 
have opened the doors of this Chamber to receive at her hands the 
sacred trust. In coming hither these living Representatives have 
passed under the Dome and through that beautiful and venerable 
Hall which, on another occasion, I have ventured to call the third 
House of American Representatives, that silent assembly whose 
members have received their high credentials at the impartial hand 
of history. Year by year we see the circle of its immortal member- 
ship enlarging ; year by year we see the elect of their country in elo- 
quent silence taking their places in this American Pantheon, briig- 
ing within its sacred precincts the wealth of those immortal memo- 
ries which made their lives illustrious; and year by year that august 
assembly is teaching deeper and grander lessons to those who serve 
in these more ephemeral Houses of Congress. ; 

Among the paintings hitherto assigned to places within the Capi- 
tol are two which mark events forever memorable in the history of 
mankind, thrice memorable in the history of America. 

The first is the painting by Vanderlyn, which represents, though 
with inadequate force, that great discovery which gave to the civi!- 
ized world a new hemisphere. ; 

The second, by Trambull, represents that great Declaration which 
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panished forever from our shores the crown and scepter of imperial | and equality ofall men. Long before his fame had become national he 


power and proposed to found a new nation upon the broad and en- 
during basis of liberty. 

To-day we place upon our walls this votive tablet, which commem- 
orates the third great act in the history of America, the fulfillment of 
the promise of the Declaration. 

Concerning the causes which led to that act, the motives which 
inspired it, the necessities which compelled it, and the consequences 
which followed and are yet to follow it, there have been, there are, 
and still will be great and honest differences of opinion. Perhaps we 
are still too near the.great events of which this act formed so con- 
spicuous a part to understand its deep significance and to foresee its 
far-off consequences, 

The lesson of history is rarely learned by the actors themselves, 

especially when they read it by the fierce and dusky light of war, 
or amid the deeper shadows of those sorrows which war brings to 
both. But the unanimous voice of this House in favor of accept- 
ing the gift and the impressive scene we here witness, bear eloquent 
testimony to the transcendant importance of the event portrayed on 
yonder canvass. 
“ Let us pause to consider the actors in that scene. In force of 
character, in thoroughness and breadth of culture, in experience 
of public affairs, and in national reputation, the Cabinet that sat 
around that council-board has had no superior, perhaps no equal in 
our history. Seward, the finished scholar, the consummate orator, 
the great leader of the Senate, had come to crown his career with 
those achievements which placed him in the first rank of modern 
diplomatists. Chase, with a culture and a fame of massive grandeur, 
stood as the rock and pillar of the public credit, the noble embodi- 
ment of the public faith. Stanton wasthere,a very Titan of strength, 
the great organizer of victory. Eminent lawyers, men of business, 
leaders of States, and leaders of men completed the group. 

But the man who presided over that council, ie inspired and 
guided its deliberations, was a character so unique that he stood 
alone, without a model in history or a parallelamong men. Bornon 
this day, sixty-nine years ago, to an inheritance of extremest poverty ; 
surrounded by the rude forces of the wilderness; wholly unaided by 
parents ; only one year in any school; never, for a day, master of his 
own time until he reached his majority ; making his way to the pro- 
fession of the law by the hardest and roughest road ; yet by force of 
unconquerable will and persistent, patient work he attained a fore- 
most place in his profession, 


And, moving up from high to higher, 
Became, on fortune’s crowning slope, 
The pillar of a people's hope, 

The center of a world's desire. 


At first, it was the prevailing belief that he would be only the 
nominal head of his administration ; that its policy would be directed 
by the eminent statesmen he had called to his council. How errone- 
ous this opinion was may be seen from a single incident: 

Among the earliest, most difficult, and most delicate duties of his 
administration, was the adjustment of our relations with Great Brit- 
ain. Serious complications, even hostilities were apprehended. On 
the 21st of May, 1861, the Secretary of State presented to the Presi- 
dent hisdraught of a letter of instructions to Minister Adams, in which 
the position of the United States and the attitude of Great Britain 
were set forth with the clearness and force which long experience and 
great ability had placed at the command of the Secretary. 

Upon almost every page of that original draught are erasures, addi- 
tions, and marginal notes in the handwriting of Abrabam Lincoln, 
which exhibit a sagacity, a breadth of wisdom, and a comprehension 
of the whole subject, impossible to be found except in a man of the 
very first order. And these modifications of a great state paper were 
made by a man who but three months before had entered for the first 
time the wide theater of executive action. 

Gifted with an insight and a foresight which the ancients would 
have called divination, he saw, in the midst of darkness and obscur- 
ity the logic of events, and forecasted the result. From the first, in 
his own quaint, original way, without ostentation or offense to his 
associates, he was pilot and commander of his administration. He 
was one of the few great rulers whose wisdom increased with his 
power and whose spirit grew gentler and tenderer as his triumphs 
were multiplied. 

This was the man and these his associates who look down upon 
us from the canvas. 

The present is not a fitting occasion to examine, with any complete- 
ness, the causes that led to the proclamation of emancipation ; but 
the peculiar relation of that act to the character of Abraham Lincoln 
cannot be understood without considering one remarkable fact in 
his history: his early years were passed in a region remote from the 
centers of political thought and without access to the great world of 
books. But the few books that came within his reach he devoured 
With the divine hunger of genius. One paper, above all others, led 
him captive, and filled his spirit with the majesty of its truth and 
the sublimity of its eloquence. It was the Declaration of American 
Independence. The author and the signers of that instrument be- 
caine, in his early youth, the heroes of his political worship. 

I doubt if history affords any example of a life so early, so deeply, 
and so permanently influenced by a single political truth as was Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s by the central doctrine of the Declaration—the liberty 
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said: 


That is the electric cord in the Declaration that links the hearts of patriotic and 
liberty-loving men together, and that will link such hearts as long as the love of 
freedom exists in the minds of men throughout the world. 

That truth runs, like a thread of gold, through the whole web of his 
political life. It was the spear-point of his logic in his debates with 
Douglas. It was the inspiring theme of his remarkable speech at the 
Cooper Institute which gave him the nomination to the Presidency. 
It filled him with reverent awe when on his way to the capital, to 
enter the shadows of the terrible conflict then impending, he uttered 
in Carpenter’s Hall, at Philadelphia, these remarkable words, which 
were prophecy then, but are history now: 

I have never had a feeling a nee I that did not —_— from the sentiments em- 
bodied in the Declaration of Independence. LI have often pondered over the dangers 
which were incurred by the men who assembled here ona framed and adopted that 
Declaration. I have pondered over the toils that were endured by the officers and 
soldiers of the army who achieved that independence. I have often inquired of 
myself what great principle or idea it was that kept this confederacy so long 
together. It was not the mere matter of the separation of the colonies from the 
mother land, but that sentiment in the Declaration of Independence which gave 
liberty not alone to the people of this country, but I hope to the world for all future 
time. It was that which gave promise that, in due time, the weight would be 
lifted from the shoulders of all men. This is the sentiment embodied in the Dec- 
laration of Independence. Now, my friends, can this country be saved on that 
basis? Ifit can, I shall consider myself one of the happiest men in the world if I 
can help to save it. If it cannot be saved upon that a it will be truly 
awful. But if this country cannot be saved without giving up that principle, I waa 
about to say I would rather be assassinated on this spot than surrender it. 

Deep and strong was his devotion to liberty; yet deeper and 
stronger still was his devotion to the Union; for he believed that 
without the Union permanent liberty for either race on this continent 
would be impossible. And because of this belief he was reluctant, 
perhaps more reluctant than any of his associates, to strike slavery 
with the sword. For many months the passionate appeals of mill- 
ions of his associates seemed not to move him. He listened to all the 
phases of the discussion, and. stated, in language clearer and stronger 
than any opponent had used, the dangers, the difficulties and the 
possible futility of the act. 

In reference to its practical wisdom, Congress, the Cabinet and 
the country were divided. Several of his generals had proclaimed 
the freedom of slaves within the limits of their commands. The 
President revoked their proclamations. His first Secretary of Warhad 
inserted a paragraph in his annual report advocating a similar policy. 
The President suppressed it. 

On the 19th of August, 1862, Horace Greeley published a letter, 
addressed to the President, entitled “‘The prayer of twenty millions,” 
in which he said: 


On the face of this wide earth, Mr. President, there is not one disinterested, 
determined, intelligent champion of the Union cause who does not feel that all 
attempts to put down the rebellion and at the same time uphold its inciting cause 
are preposterous and futile. 


To this the President responded in that ever-memorable dispatch 
of August 22, in which he said: 

If there be those who would not save the Union unless they could at the same 
time save slavery, I do not agree with them. 

If there be those who would not save the Union unless they could at the same 
time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. 

My paramount object is to save the Union, and not eithe> to save or destroy slavery. 

If I could save the Union without freeing any slave, 1 would do it. If I could 
save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it ; and if I could do it by freeing some 
and leaving others alone, I would also do that. 

What I do about slavery and the colored race, I do becanse I believe it helps to 
savethe Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it helps to 
save the Union. 

I shall do less whenever I shall believe that what I am doing hurts the cause; 
and I shall do more whenever I believe doing more will help the cause. 


Thus, against all importunities on the one hand and remonstrances 
on the other, he took the mighty question to his own heart and, dur- 
ing the long months of that terrible battle-summer, wrestled with it 
alone. But at length he realized that saving truth, that great, un- 
settled questions have no pity for the repose of nations. 

On the 22d of September he summoned his Cabinet to announce his 
conclusion. Itwas my good fortune, on that same day, and a few hours 
after the meeting, to hear from the lips of one who participated the 
story of the scene. As the heads of the Executive Departments came 
in, one by one, they found the President reading a favorite chapter 
from a great humorist. He was lightening the weight of the great 
burden which rested upon his spirit. He finished the chapter, read- 
ing it aloud. And here I quote from the published journal of the 
late Chief-Justice an entry, written immediately after the meeting, 
and bearing unmistakeable evidence that it is almost a literal tran- 
script of Lincoln’s words: 

The President then took a graver tone and said: ‘Gentlemen, I have, as you are 
aware, thought a great deal about the relation of this war to slavery; and you all 
remember that, several weeks ago, I read to you an order I had prepared upon the 
subject, which, on account of objections made by some of you, was not issued. 
Ever since then my mind has been much occupied with this subject, and I have 
thought all along that the time for acting on it might probably come. I think the 
time has come now. I wish it was a better time. I wish that we were in a better 
condition. The action of the Army against the rebels has not been quite what I 
should have best liked, but they have been driven out of Maryland, and l’enn- 
sylvania is no longer in danger of invasion. 

‘* When the rebel army was at Frederick, I determined as soon as it should be 
driven out of Maryland, to issue a proclamation of emancipation, such as I thought 
most likely to be useful. I said nothing to an but I made a promise to my- 
self and (hesitating a little) to my Maker The rebel army is now driven out, and 
I am going to tulfill that promise. I have got you together to hear what | have 
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written down. I do not wish your advice about the main matter, for that I have 


letermined for myeelf Chis f say without intending anything but respect for any 
ne of m. | 


it Lalready know the views of each on this question. They have 

n heretofore expressed, and I have considered them as thoroughly and carefully 

*lean. What I bave written is that which my reflections have determined me 

If there is anything in the expressions I nse, orin any minor matter which 

of you thinks had best be changed, I shall bo glad to receive your sugges- 

ms. One other observation I will make. I know very well that many others 

c in this matter as in others, do better than I can; and if I was satisfied that 

public confidence was more fully possessed by any one of them than by me, 

i knew of any constitutional way in which he could be put in my place, he should 

ive it I would gladly yieldto him. But thongh I believe I have not so much of 

e confidence of the people as I had some time since, I do not know that, all things 

considered, any other person bas more ; and, however this may be, there is no way 

in which Tecan have any other man put where Iam. Iam here; I must do tho best 

] can and bear the responsibility of taking the course which I feel I onght to take.” 

rhe President then proceeded to read Lis cmancipation proclamation, making re- 

marks on the several parts as he went on, and showing that he had fully consid- 
ered the subject in all the lights under which it had been presented to him. 


The proclamation was amended in a few mattersof detail. It was 
signed and published that day. Tho world knows the rest, and will 
not forget it “till the last syllable of recorded time.” 

In the painting before us, the artist has chosen the moment when 
the reading of the proclamation was finished, and the Secretary of 
State was offering his first suggestion. I profess no skillin the subtle 
mysteries of art criticism. 1 can only say of a painting what the 
painting says tome. I know not what this may say to others; but 
to me it tells the whole story of the scene in the silent and pathetic 
language of art. 

We value the Trambull picture of the Declaration—that promise 
and prophecy of which this act was the fulfillment—because many 
of its portraits were taken from actual hfe. This picture is a faith- 
ful reproduction not only of the scene, bat its accessorics. It was 
painted at the Executive Mansion, under the eye of Mr. Lincoln, who 
sat with the artist during many days of genial companionship and 
aided him in arranging the many details of the picture. 

The severely plain chamber, (not now used for Cabinet councils, ) 
the plain marble mantel, with the portrait of a hero President 
above it; the council-table at which Jackson and his successor 
had presided; the old-fashioned chairs; the books and maps; the 
captured sword, with its pathetic history; all are there, as they were 
in fact, fifteen years ago. But what is of more consequence, the por- 
traits are true to the life. Mr. Seward said of the painting, “It is a 
vivid representation of the scene, with portraits of rare fidelity,” 
and so said all his associates. 

Without this painting, the scene could not even now be reproduced. 
The room has been remodeled; its furniture is gone; and Death has 
been sitting in that conncil, calling the roll of its members in quick 
succession. Yesterday he added another name to his fatal list; and 
to-day he has left upon the earth but a single witness of the signing 
of the proclamation of emancipation. 

With reverence and patriotic love, the artist accomplished his work ; 
with patriotic love and reverent faith, the donor presents it to the 
nation. In the spirit of both, let the rennited nation receive it and 
cherish it forever. [Applause on the floor and in the galleries. ] 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. President, there is but little left 
to say in the performance of the part assigned me in the programme 
arranged for this august occasion, As to the merits of the picture and 
the skill of the artist, my friend from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has dwelt 
at large. I can but indorse all he has so well said on that subject. 
Of the munificent gift of the donor, he has also left me nothing to 
add. The present of a twenty-five-thousand-dollar painting to the 
Government well deserves commendation. Few instances of this sort 
have occurred in the history of our country; I know of none. The 
example of this generous lady in the encouragement of art may well 
be followed by others. 

Mr. President, with regard to the subject of the painting I propose, if 
strength permits, to submit a few remarks: first, as to the central 
figure,d4he man; after that, as tothe event commemorated. I knew Mr. 
Lincoln well. Wemet in this House in December, 1347. We were 
together during the Thirtieth Congress. 1 was as intimate with him 
as with any other man of that Congress, except perhaps one. That 
exception was my colleagae, Mr. Toombs. Of Mr. Lincoln’s general 
character I need not speak. He was warm-hearted; he was gener- 
ous; he was magnanimous; he was most truly, as he afterward said 
on a memorable occasion, “ with malice towards none, with charity 
for all.” 

In bodily form he was above the average; and so in intellect; the 
two were in symmetry. Not highly cultivated, he had anative genius 
far above the average of his fellows. Every fountain of his heart 
was ever overflowing with the “ milk of human kindness.” So much 
for him personally. From my attachment to him, so much the deeper 
was the pang in my own breast as well as of millions at the horrible 
manner of his “taking off’ That was the climax of our troubles 
and the spring from which came afterward “unnumbered woes.” 
But of those events no more now. Widely as we differed on public 
questions and policies, yet as a friend I may say: 


No farther seek his merits to disclose, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode ; 
(There they alike in trembling hope repose,) 
The bosom of his Father and his God. 


So much I have felt it my duty on this occasion to say in behalf of 
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one with whom I held relations so intimate and one who personally 


| stood so high in my estimation. 


Now as to the great historic event which this picture rey 
and which it is designed to commemorate. 

This is perhaps a subject which, as my friend from Ohio has said 
the people of this day and generation are not exactly in a conditio, 
to weigh rightfully and judge correctly. One thing was remarkes 
by him which should be daly noted. That was this: Emancipati . 
was not the chief object of Mr. Lincoln in issuing the proclamatioy 
His chief object, the ideal to which his whole soul was devoted, was 
the preservation of the Union. Let not history confuse events. That 
proclamation, pregnant as it was with coming events, initiative as it 
was of ultimate emancipation, still originated in point of fact more 
from what was deemed the necessities of war than from any hare 
humanitarian view of the matter. Life is all a mist ; and in the dar 
our fortunes meet us. 

This was evidently the case with Mr. Lincoln. He in my opinion 
was like all the rest of us, an instrument in the hands of that Proy. 
idence above us, that “ Divinity which shapes our ends, rongh-hew 
them how we will.” I doubt much, as was indicated by my friend 
from Ohio, whether Mr. Lincoln at the time realized the great resu|t. 
Mark you, the proclamation itself did not declare free all the colored 
people of the Southern States; it applied only to those parts of the 
country then in resistance to the Federal authorities. If the eman. 
cipation of the colored race, which is one of the greatest epochs in 
our day and will be so marked in the fature history of this country, 
be a boon or a curse to them, (a question which, ander Providence, js 
yet to be solved, and which depends much upon themselves,) then, 
representing the Southern States here, I must claim in their behalf 
that the freedom of that race was never finally consnammated, and 
could not be until the Southern States sanctioned the thirteenth 
amendment, which they did, every one of them, by their own former 
constituencies. Before the upturning of southern society by the re- 
construction acts the white people there came to the conclusion that 
their domestic institution known as slavery better be abolished. 
They accepted the proposition for emancipation by a voluntary, un- 
controlled sanction of the proposed thirteenth amendment to tho 
Constitution of the United States. This sanction was given by the 
original constitnency of those States, the former governing white 
race, and without that sanction the thirteenth amendment never 
could have been incorporated in the fundamental law. That is the 
charter of the colored man’s freedom. Mr. Lincoln’s idea, as embod- 
ied in his first proclamation of September 22, 1862, as well as that of 
January 1, 1463, was consummated by the adoption of the thirteenth 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, and without 
that the proclamation had nothing but the continued existence of 
the war to sustain it, Had the States in resistance laid down their 
arms by the Ist of January, 1863, the Union would have been saved 
but the condition of the slave so called would have been unchanged. 
Upon the subject of emancipation itself it may here be stated, the 
pecuniary view, the politico-cconomic question involved, the amount 
of property invested under the system, though that was vast, not 
less than $2,000,000,000, weighed in my estimation no more than a 
drop in the bucket compared with the great ethnological problem 
now in the process of solution. 

Mr. President, as to this institution called slavery in the Southern 
States, many errors existed and many exceedingly unjust prejudices. 
Prejudice! What wrongs, what injuries, what mischiefs, what econ. 
able consequences have resulted at all times from this perversity of 
the intellect! Of all the obstacles to the advancement of truth and 
human progress in every department of knowledge, in science, in art, 
in government, and in religion, in al] ages and climes, not one on the 
list is more formidable, more difficult to overcome and subdue than 
this horrible distortion of the moral as well as intellectual faculties. 

I could enjoin no greater duty upon my countrymen now, North 
and South, as I atten a former occasion, than the exercise of 
that degree of forbearance which would enable them to conquer 
their prejudices. One of the highest exhibitions of the moral subline 
the world ever witnessed was that of Daniel Webster, the greatest 
orator I ever heard, combining thought with elocntion, when in an 
open barouche in the streets of Boston he proclaimed in substance to 
a vast assembly of his constituents—unwilling bearers—that they 
had conquered an uncongenial clime; they had conquered a sterile 
soil; they had conquered the winds and currents of the ocean; they 
had conquered most of the elements of nature; but they must yet 
learn to conquer their prejudices. 

1 would say this is to the people of the North as well as to the peo- 
ple of the South. 

Indulge me a moment — this subject of the institution of slav- 
ery, 80 called, in the Southern States. Well, Mr. President and Mr. 
Speaker, it was not an unmitigated evil. It was not, thus much I 
can say, without its compensations. It is my purpose now, however, 
to bury, not to praise, to laud, “ nor aught extenuate.” 

It had its faults, and most grievously has the country, North and 
South, for both were equally responsible for it, answered them. It 
also, let it be remembered, gave rise to some of the noblest virtues 
that adorn civilization. But let its faults and virtues be buried alike 
forever. 

I will say this: if it were not the best relation for the happiness 
and welfare of both races, morally, physically, intellectually, and 
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| 
wlitically, it was wrong; and ought to have been abolished. ‘This I | 
said of it years before secession, and I repeat it still. But as I have | 
said, this is no time now to discuss those questions. 
] have seen something of the world and traveled somewhat, and I | 
have never yet found on earth a paradise. The Southern States are 
poexception. Wherever I have been, I have been ready to exclaim 
with Burns— 
Sut oh! what crowds in every land 
Are wretched and forlorn ? 
* * . 


Man's inhumanity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn. 


It was so at the South. It was so at the North. It issoyet. Itis 
so in every part of the word that I have seen. The question of the 
proper relation of the races is one of the most difficult problems which 
statesmen or philanthropists, legislators or jurists, ever had to solve. 
The former polity of the Southern States upon this subject is ended, 
and 1 do not think it inappropriate on this occasion to indulge in some 
rewarks with regard to the future. Since the emancipasion, since the 
former roling race have been relieved of their direct heavy responsi- 
bility for the protection and welfare of their dependents, it has been 
common to speak of the colored race as “the wards of the nation.” 

May I not say with appropriateness in this connection and due rever- 
ence, in the language of Georgia’s greatest intellect, (Toombs, ) “They 
are rather the alle of the imighty,” committed now under a new 
state of things to the rulers, the law-makers, the law-expounders, and 
the law-executors throughout this broad land, within their respective 
constitutional spheres, to take care of and provide for in that com- 
plicated system of government under which we live. I am inclined, 
sir, so to regard them and so to speak of them—not in exceptional 
cases, but as amass. In the providence of God why their ancestors were 
permitted to be brought over here it is not for us to say, but they have 
a location and habitation here, especially in the South; and since the 
changed condition of their status, though it was the leading cause of 
the late terrible conflict of arms between the States, yet I think I 
may venture to affirm there is not one within the circle of my acquaint- 
ance, or in the whole southern country, who would now wish to see 
the old relation restored. 

If there is one inall the South who would desire such a change back 
Iam not aware of it. Well, then, this changed status creates new 
duties. The wardship has changed hands. Men of the North and 
of the South, of the East and of the West—I care not of what party— 
I would to-day, on this commemorative occasion, urge upon every 
one within the sphere of duty and humanity, whether in public or 
private life, to see to it that there be no violation of the divine trust. 

Mr. President and Mr. Speaker, one or two other reflections may 
not be out of place on this occasion. In submitting them I shall but 
repeat, in substance, what I said in my own State nearly twelve years 
What is to be the future ? 

During the conflict of arms I frequently almost despaired of the 
liberties of ourcountry both South and North. Warseldom advances 
while it always menaces the cause of liberty, and most frequently re- 
sults in its destruction. The union of these States at first 1 always 
thought was founded upon the assumption that it was the best in- 
terest of all to remain united, faithfully performing each for itself 
its own constitutional obligations under the compact. When seces- 
sion was resorted to as a remedy it was only to avoid a greater evil 
that I went with my State, holding it to be my duty so to do, but be- 
lieving all the time that if successful, for which end I strove most 
earnestly, after the passions of the hour and of the day were over the 
great law which produced the Union at first, “mutual interest and 
reciprocal advantage,” that grand truth which Great Britain learned 


ago. 
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after seven years of the revolutionary war, and put in the preamble 
to the preliminary articles of peace in 1781,would reassert itself, and 
that at no distant day a new Union soon would again be forined. 
My earnest desire, however, throughout was that whatever might 
be done, might be peaceably done; might be the result of calm, dis- 
passionate, and enlightened reason, looking to the permanent inter- 
ests and welfare of all. And now, after the severe chastisement of 
war, if the general sense of the whole country shall come back to 
the acknowledgment of the original assumption, that it is for the best 
interests of all the States to be so united, as I trust it will—the States 
still being “ separate as the billows but one as the sea”—this thorn 
in the body politic now being removed, I can perceive no reason 
why under such restoration, the flag no longer waving over provinces 
but States, we as a whole, with “‘ peace, commerce, and honest friend- 
ship with all nations and entangling alliances with none,” may not 
enter upon a new career, exciting increased wonder in the Old World 
by grander achievements hereafter to be made than any heretofore 
attained by the peaceful and harmonious workings of our matchless 
system of American federal institutions of self-government. All 
this is possible if the hearts of the people be right. It is my earnest 
wish to see it. Fondly would I indaden my fancy in gazing on such 
a picture of the future. With what rapture may we not suppose the 
spirits of our fathers would hail its opening scenes from their man- 
sions above. But if, instead of all this, sectional passions shall con- 
tinue to bear sway; if prejudice shall rule the hour; if a conflict of 
classes or of labor and capital or of races shall arise; if the embers 
of the late war shall be kept aglowing until with new fuel they shall 
flame up again, then our Jate great troubles and disasters were but 
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the shadow, the penumbra of that deeper and darker eclipse which is 
to totally obscure this hemisphere and blight forever the anxious 
anticipations and expectations of mankind! Then, hereafter, by 
some bard it may be sung— 


The star of hope shone brightest in the West. 
The hope of bevty. the last, the best ; 

It, too, has set upon her darkened shore, 

And hope and freedom light up earth no more. 


[Loud applause. ] 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The object for which the two Houses 
convened having been accomplished, the Senate will now retire to its 
Chamber. 

The Senate accordingly retired to its Chamber. 

.Mr. GARFIELD. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o’clock and 

fifteen minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of William H. Van Nortwick, of 
Jersey City, New Jersey, in reference to the tax on domestic spirits— 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BANNING: The petition of 28 banks and bankers, compos- 
ing the Cincinnati Clearing-House Association, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
for the repeal of the law imposing a tax upon deposits—to the samo 
committee. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of Faustius Villareal, for an inquiry 
to be made touching the letting of contracts for supplies at Browns- 
ville, Texas—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of John Van Patton and 150 other 
laboring-men of East Saginaw, Michigan, against the reduction of 
tariff duties and against restoring the duty on tea and coffee—to tho 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of P. 8. Buck and 55 other citizens of Fowler, 
Michigan, against reducing the duty on foreign wool—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. BRIDGES: Resolutions of the Pennsylvania Editorial As- 
sociation, relative to the classification of mail-matter and the rates 
of postage thereon—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads. 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of workingmen of Green Point, 
New York, against any change of the tariff that will be prejudicial to 
labor interests—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COOK: The petition of citizens of Washington, District of 
Columbia, for the removal of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad depot 
from its present location—to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: The petition of James Purcell and 
other citizens of the United States, against the extension of the time 
for the completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad—to the Commit- 
tee on the Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Hardin Connty, 
Kentucky, for the retention of the present duty on flaxseed and lin- 
seed-oil—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The proceedings of a mass-meeting in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, protesting against any change in the present 
tariti—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GOODE: The petition of Norfolk County (Virginia) Ferry 
Company, for compensation for the use of its ferry by the United 
States—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of Bettie F. Thomas, of Petersburgh, Virginia, 
for compensation for property destroyed by the United States Army— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARRISON: The petitions of Mr. Mathis and others, of 
W. H. Mentor and others, of H.E. Hunt and others, and of William 
Lundt and others, against reducing the duty on flaxseed and linseed- 
oil—to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HENKLE: Papers relating to the petition of Horace EF. 
Mullan, for relief—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HOOKER: The petition of citizens of Pascagoula, Missis- 
sippi, for the removal of the custom-house of the Pease River district 
from its present location at Shieldsborough to East Pascagoula, Mis- 
sissippi—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HUNTON: Papers relating to the war claims of William 
H. Taylor, John E. Febrey, and Anthony Ihms—to the Committee 
on War Claims. 

By Mr. JAMES: The petition of workingmen of Potsdam, New 
York, against reducing tariff duties—to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire: The petition of New York mer- 
chants, for a reduction in the rates of duty on importations of linen 
goods—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of maltsters, of Baltimore, Maryland, that a spe- 
cific duty of thirty-five or forty cents per bushel be imposed on malt, 
or that the duty on barley be reduced to five cents per bushel—to the 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of M. Sargent aud 70 others, of Belmont, New 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































enti gai 























co mgmt teres 

















pene Be 
































rt oat Tae 























saya s - 























































































































CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





FEBRUARY 13, 





j 
Hampshire, engaged in the manufacture of woolen and cotton goods, | catch the purport of the petition exactly, if he presents the petition 


| of laboring-men of New York protesting against the passage of tho 
| silver bill? 


against reducing the tariff on such fabrics—to the same committee. 

By Mr. MANNING: Papers relating to the war claim of J. R. 
Bowles—to the Committee on War Ciaims. 

By Mr. MILLS: Resolutions of the city council of Houston, Texas, 
requesting the passage of the Bland silver bill—to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. REA: The petition of citizens of Barnard and vicinity, in 
Nodaway County, Missouri, that a pension be granted to William 
Lett—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of Henry Willis and 
6,500 other citizens of Michigan, for an appropriation for the per- 
manent survey of aship-canal from Lake Michigan to some point on 
Detroit River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WILLIS, of New York: The petitions of Joseph F. Ellery 
and Selden E. Marvin, for the refunding of income tax—to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. C. A. Van Court, against the payment of 
any money for the submarine torpedo on the United States torpedo- 
boat Alarm until the right of ownership therein is determined, and 


disclaiming the right of all other persons—to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, February 13, 1878. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Byron SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the following communication ; 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Finance: 


Jensey City, February 9, 1878. 

Sm: Linclose to your care, as the presiding officer of the Senate, a paper ad- 
dressed to that body, which please do me the honor to have presented. The docu- 
ment, as you will perceive, relates to a highly important subject and contains 
irrefutable facts which ought to be in the possession of Congress—such facts in- 
deed as have not been supplied from any official source, nor will be, and yet are 
necessary to enable the Seetdeten for the people to act understandingly and 
wisely with reference to matters affecting the national revenue. My connection 
with the office of internal revenue at Wasbington during the carlier years of its 
existence and a constant oversight of the matters treated of until this time, enables 
me to furnish the present reliable exposition. 


I have forwarded a similar paper containing the same information to the House 
of Representatives. 


With sentiments of high esteem, I am, sir, very truly, yours, 


WM. H. VAN NORTWICK. 
Tion. WiLuiaAM A. WHEELER, 


Vice President of the United States. 


Mr. FERRY presented a memorial of Adam Haas and 54 others, 
farmers and wool-growers of Michigan, remonstrating against any 


repeal of, or reduction in, the duties on foreign wools ; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of John Van Patten and 149 others, 
workingmen of East Saginaw, Michigan, engaged in the manufacture 
of lumber and salt, remonstrating against the reduction of the duties 
on foreign imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MAXEY presented the petition of James Vance and William 
Vance, of San Antonio, Texas, praying compensation for the use of 
certain property in San Antonio, Texas, by the United States Gov- 
ernment, from September 1, 1°65, to April 30, 1866; and from Angust 
5, 1865, to August 20, 1866; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. DENNIS presented the petition of Nancy M. Baird, of Cum- 
berland, Allegheny County, Maryland, praying for the removal of 
her political disabilities ; which was sebeased to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. WITHERS. I present the petition of Joseph Owens, formerly 
a captain in the United States Army in the war of 1812, praying that 
his pension may be increased. I will state in this connection that 
this captain is now ninety years of age. This is an autograph peti- 
tion, and he represents that his condition is very destitute; that he 
requires the constant attention of another person, and has to pay 
$110 and receives $90 pension. I move the reference of the petition 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KERNAN. I present the petition of the New York Board of 
Trade and Transportation, signed by its president and secretary, and 
a large number of citizens of New York who are members of that 
board, praying that the bill to coin the silver dollar may not become 
alaw. They represent that silver is now being bought and sold by 
the money brokers at the rate of ninety-seven and ninety-eight cents 


for a paper currency dollar, and suggest the great inconvenience of | 


this coin, which is not available except at a discount, and fear that 
the heaviest loss falls upon the poor people. They set forth quite 
fully their views. I ask that the petition lie upon the table, as the 
bill on that subject is pending. 


Mr. WITHERS. Lask the Senator from New York, as I did not 
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| large number purporting to be members of that board, business ine), 
| in the city of New York. 


—- 


Mr. KERNAN. No, sir; I stated that it was the petition of tho 
Board of Trade and citizens of New York as a company and a y; 


ry 


Mr. WITHERS. I misunderstood the Senator. 

Mr. KERNAN. What I said was that they suggest that practica}}, 
now, and as they fear more hereafter, a heavy loss will fall upon the 
poor by a depreciated dollar. 

Mr. WITHERS. That isall. I thought the Senator said they fur- 
ported to be laboring-men. , 

Mr. KERNAN. It purports to be, and I so stated, a petition of 
the New York Board of Trade and its members, suggesting and i||ys 
trating their view that the passage of such a measure would {a|| 
heavily upon the poor people. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will lie on the table. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of the Sherman Lumber Com- 
pany and others, lumber manufacturers of Potsdam, New York, em- 
ploying over two hundred workmen, praying that Congress wil! take 
no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until after it shall 
have ascertained by official inquiry the condition of the industries of 
the country and that the nature of the proposed legislation is such as 
in the opinion of practical business men would best promote the res- 
toration of general prosperity ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the petition of William Winans, of Wash. 
ington, District of Columbia, praying for a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG presented the petition of George W. Fulton and 
others, masters, mates, pilots, and engineers of the United States, 
praying for the amendment of the act to authorize the employment 
of certain aliens as engineers and pilots, approved April 17, 1574, so 
as to require such aliens, applicants for renewal of licenses, to slow 
that they are permanent residents of the United States; which 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the memorial of D. F. Smith and 
others, workingmen of Bay City, Michigan, engaged in the manu- 
facture of lumber and salt, remonstrating against a reduction of the 
duties on foreign imports and against the reimposition of the war 
tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memoria) of John 
Smith and 48 other workingmen, of Conshohocken, Penns lvania, 
engaged in the manufacture of sheet and plate iron; the n -morial 
of J. B. Oliver and 400 others, workingmen, of Pennsylvau..; the 
memorial of A. Heine and 30 others, workingmen, of Phila: elphia, 
engaged in the manufacture of hosiery; the memorial of E. A. Simon 
and 66 others, workingmen, of Bedford County, Pennsylvania, eu- 
gaged in the manufacture of pig-iron; the memorial of James Thonip- 
son and others, workingmen, of Philadelphia, engaged in the manu- 
facture of steel ; and the memorial of Marcus Barker and 62 0: hers, 
workingmen, of Altoona, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture 
of bar-iron, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties oz. for- 
eign imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tediand 
coffee; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Wright Brothers & Co. and other 
manufacturers, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying that Congress 
will take no action concerning a revision of tariff duties until ‘ter 
it shall have ascertained by official inquiry the condition of th: in- 
dustries of the country and that the nature of the proposed legislation 
is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best pro- 
mote the restoration of general prosperity ; which was referred tw tlie 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of MacKellar, Smiths & Son and is 
others, business men and firms of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, engaged 
in the manufacture of type and employing fifteen hundred and forty- 
nine workingmen, remonstrating against any legislation affecting 


was 


| the duties upon imports that is not based upon a thorough preiim- 


inary investigation of details; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of Mrs. Kate Butt, Mrs. Mary 
Reid, O. Hambleton, J. F. Tilton, H. F. Murphy, and others, citizens 
of Nevada, Story County, Iowa; the petition of Clarissa Seymour. of 
Ottamwa, Wapello County, lowa; the petition of Mary A. Mills, of 
Des Moines, Polk County, lowa; the petition of Mrs. H. O. Stevens, 
Mrs. Angelina Dennis, Jerome Maynard, A. B. F. Hildreth, and others, 
citizens of Charles City, Floyd County, Iowa; and the petition of 
Sarah Coffin, of Ottumwa, Wapello County, Iowa, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on accou 
of sex; which were feferred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present the petition of several officers of the 
Army belonging to the Ordnance Corps, setting forth proceedings 
by which, in military phrase, they have been “ jumped.” I move its 
reference to the Committee on Military Affairs, and I beg to call the 
attention of the chairman of the committee to it. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of Sophia Vincent, of 
Plattsburgh, New York, and the petition of Lorinda Levey, of the 
State of New York, praying to be allowed arrears of pension ; which | 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of William Quail and others, work- 
ingmen of New York City, engaged in the manufacture of type and 
pnnting materials ; the memorial of N. Bovay and others, working- 
wen of Potsdam, New York, engaged in the manufacture of lumber ; 
and the memorial of William H. Gaylor and others, workingmen of 
Montgomery County, New York, engaged in the manufacture of car- 
riage and wagon springs and axles, remonstrating against a reduc- 
tion of the duties on foreign imports and against the reimposition of 
the.war tax on tea and coffee; which were referred to the Committee 
on Finance, 

He also presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of New York, in favor of an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of Harlem River and Spuyten Duyvil Creek ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of John Fischer and others, citi- 
zens of New York, remonstrating against the further extension of 
letters-patent granted to Eben orton Horsford for an acid substi- 
tute for culinary purposes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of J. W. McBride and others, 
citizens of Chesterfield County, South Carolina, praying for an ap- 
propriation to rebuild a court-house destroyed during the late war 
in that county ; which was referred to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations. 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MAXEY. I am instructed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred a resolution offered by the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. THURMAN] on the 14th ultimo, to report that the 
resolution embraces two substantive and distinct matters, the first 
of which I will read as the resolution is divided into paragraphs: 

First. To increase the annual appropriation for arming and equipping the mili- 
tia of the States and Territories to correspond with the increase in population 
since the passage of the act of A. D. 1808, such increase to take immediate effect. 

So far as that portion of the resolution is concerned, it has been acted 
upon by the Committee on Military Affairs, and a bill was presented 
by that committee through me covering the point raised in that para- 
graph. 

The other three paragraphs refer to a war claim of the State of 
Ohio against the United States, and it was the unanimous opinion of 
the committee that those claims were properly referable to the Com- 
mittee on Claims and, under the general order which was made yes- 
terday, I ask that the Committee on Military Affairs be discharged 
from thedurther consideration of paragraphs 2, 3, and 4, of this reso- 
lution sist that they be referred to the Committee on Claims, and 
that the) Committee on Military Affairs also be discharged from the 
further consideration of paragraph 1, because that is covered by the 
billaow pending before that committee. 

Tie VICE-PRESIDENT. An order to that effect will be entered. 

Ms. HAMLIN. There was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations a niemorial of citizens of New York, asking an appropria- 
tion'to aid in furnishing supplies of food, &c., to the destitute poor 
of the four provinces in China who are suffering by the famine now 
preva..ing in that country, and for the appointment of a commission 
of American residents in China to act in concert with the United 
States Ministers therein in receiving and distributing such supplies. 
The Committee on Foreign Relations have given to this subject a 
very iereful consideration. The evidence is very clear and convince- 
ing of the existence of a famine, and very severe indeed in its char- 
acter; but from the best evidence which the committee can obtain 
they are, I believe, unanimously of the opinion that it is utterly im- 
practicable to attempt to send supplies of any kind from this country 
to that. The supplies could not reach there within that period of 

ive which would make them available for the purposes for which an 

ppropriation could be made. It is not therefore a practicable thing 

»do. The next suggestion which was made to the committee was 
to make an appropriation, and generally to be made from what bas 
been'known and called as the Chinese indemnity fund. What isthe 
precise condition of that fund it perhaps may be hardly possible to 
state at this moment, but there is such disagreement about it and its 
cuaracter and what should be done with it that if disturbed at all 
fromthe Treasury Department, where it now is, it would lead to that 
discyssion and investigation which we have heretofore had upon it 
aud could not avoid. Therefore the committee believe that no relief 
measure originating in Congress could be made available within the 
veriodof time when it would be necessary, and that the relief would 

each from other sources those provinces long before relief could be 

furnished either in the one way or inthe other. The committee have 
therefore directed me to ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will lie on the table, the 
committee being discharged from its consideration. 


Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 720) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to deposit certain funds in the United States Treasury in lieu of in- 


vestment = ay it with an amendment. 
Mr. SARGENT, from the C 
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referred the bill (8S. No. 458) to authorize and equip an expedition to 
the Arctic Seas, reported it without amendment and submitted a 
report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the me- 
morial of Captain William Chandler, late of the United States Navy, 
praying to be allowed the difference in pay between the pay of a lieu- 
tenant commander and a commander in the United States Navy, sub 
mitted an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the committee were discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred a memorial of citizens of Wyoming Territory in relation 
to the condition of judicial affairs in that Territory, the proposed re- 
organization of the judicial districts therein, and the assignment of 
judges thereto, and praying the aid of the Administration to enable 
the judge of the third district to perform his judicial duties, reported 
a bill (S. No. 732) annulling an act of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Wyoming entitled “An act to provide for the organiza- 
tion of Crook and Pease Counties, and to provide for holding court 
therein,” approved by the governor of said Territory on the 13th day 
of December, A. D. 1377. 

The bill was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 18) authorizing Lieutenant 
Theodorus B. M. Mason,of the United States Navy, to accept a silver 
medal from the King of Italy, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 1989) to authorize Spencer F. Baird, assistant secretary of 
the Smithsonian Institution, to receive from the King of Sweden a 
diploma and medal constituting him a member of the Norwegian 
Order of Saint Olaf, the same being a literary and scientific organiza- 
tion, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The same committee, to whom was referred a let- 
ter from the Secretary of State of the United States, addressed to the 

| chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, communicating a 
copy of a letter-patent from His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, con- 
ferring upon Lieutenant F. V. Greene, of the Engineer Corps, United 
States Army, the Order of Saint Anne, third class, with its accompa- 
nying insignia, and requesting the necessary action by Congress to 
enable Lieutenant Greene to accept the same, have directed me to 
report adversely. It confers in terms, if the committee understand 
it, the title of knighthood. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The committee will be discharged. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No; let the report go on the Calendar. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 55) to authorize Medical 
Inspector Thomas J. Turner, United States Navy, to accept a diploma 
of the Order of Kamehameha from the King of the Hawaiian hands, 
reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (H.R. No. 47) authorizing Rear-Admiral John J. Almy, 
United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of the 
Hawaiian Islands, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the letter 
of the Secretary of War, recommending the passage of a law permit- 
ting William J. Wilson, assistant surgeon United States Army, to 
receive from the Khedive of Egypt a decoration of the order of Me- 
jidieh for gallantry in battle in the action near Gura, Abyssinia, Mareh 
7, 1876, reported a bill (S. No. 733) authorizing William J. Wilson, as- 
sistant surgeon United States Army, to receive from the Khedive of 
Egypt a decoration for gallantry in battle in the action near Gura, 
Abyssinia, March 7, 1876. 

The bill was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SARGENT. I shonld like to inquire of the Senator who has 
made the reports in the cases of the decoration of the Order of Ka- 
mehameha, conferred by King Kalakana of the Sandwich Islands, 
whether the committee accompany the bills with a written report? 

Mr. HOWE. There is a report, | think, from the House committee. 

Mr. SARGENT. lf there is such a report, I should like to inquire 
of the committee here whether that report states what acts of gal- 
lantry were performed by these persons, or what services were ren- 
dered to humanity, to authorize Congress, in view of the constitu- 
tional provision in regard to it, to consent that they shall receive 

these foreign decorations. I will inquire if that is discussed in the 
report ? 

Mr. HOWE. 
up for action. 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to make this request of the Senator, 
that these bills be not called up in my absence, as I desire to discuss 
them. 1 will endeavor to be present. 

Mr. HOWE. I will bear that in mind. 





I will endeavor to explain that when the bills come 


NEW YORK INDIAN LANDS, 


Mr. ALLISON. I am directed by the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 691) to amend an act entitled 
“An act to provide for the sale of certain New York Indian lands in 
Kansas,” approved February 19, 1873, to report it without amend- 
ment, and | ask that it may be considered at this time. It will take 
but a moment. 
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By unanimons consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. It extends the period within which 
the thirty-two Indians referred to in the act to which this is an 


amendment, or their heirs, are required to prove their identity in | 


order to entitle them to the benefits of the act, for two years from 
February 19, 1878. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Let the bill be reported again. 

Mr. ALLISON. I will explain briefly the bill if the Senator from 


West Virginia will listen. In 1873 an act was passed a 


sale of certain lands in Kansas to be divided among a portion of the 
Seneca tribe of Indians. These lands were to be sold within two years 
from the promulgation of a certain order by the Secretary of the In- 
terior and the fund was to be divided within five years from the date 
of the passage of the act, and in case it was not so divided at the end 
of five years the remainder of the fund was to be covered into the 
Treasury. There was some delay in promulgating the order. The 
lands have been sold, but the heirs, the persons entitled to the fee of 
these lands, have not yet been able to make the necessary proof 
before the Secretary of the Interior. The time expires on the 19th of 


this month, so that the fund will be covered into the Treasury on | 


that day unless these parties have further time within which to make 
proof. The object of the bill is simply to extend the time for two 
years. The bill is approved by the honorable Senators from New 
York and relates to the Indians in their State, and I think it ought 
to be passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It comes from the committee ? 

Mr. ALLISON. It comes from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and meets the unavimous approval of that committee. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DISTRICT COURT AT BURLINGTON, IOWA. 


Mr. CONKLING. Day before yesterday I reported a bill from the 
Conunittee on the Judiciary and gave notice that I should ask that 
it might be taken up yesterday for action; but I was detained from 
the Senate yesterday. It is a matter local in the State of lowa; I 
think there can be no objection to it; and if I may be allowed, I will 
ask now to take up Senate bill No. 701, which simply changes the 
place of holding a court, and contains no other provision. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (8S. No. 701) providing for holding the 
terms of the United States district court for the southern division of 
lowa at Burlington, iv said division. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARGES AGAINST LIEUTENANT WILKINSON. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I ask the Senate to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 119) to remove the charges against 
Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson, late of Company K, One hundred and 
second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, on file in the War Depart- 
ment. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for information, 
subject to objection. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection ? 

Mr. INGALLS. What are the charges ? 

Mr. WHYTE. We should like to know what these charges are. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the bill read again. 

The Chief Clerk again read the bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there a written report accompanying 
the bill? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir; I ask that the report 
be read. » 

* The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the report. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Cam- 
EFRON, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on Military Affairs, Feb- 
ruary 5: 

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
119) to remove the charges against Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson, late of Company 


K, One hundred and second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, on file in the | 


War Department, beg leave to report: 
‘That said Lientenant Wilkinson entered the Army asa private in the three 


months’ troops; that upon the conclusion of his term of service he enlisted as sec- | 
ond sergeant in the One hundred and second Pennsylvania Volunteers; that he | 


was promoted to be first lieutenant of his company and commissioned July 1, 1863, 
and continued as such until May 24, 1864. Having re-enlisted on the conclusion of 
his term of service aa a “ veteran,” he was, by existing law, entitled to a leave of 
thirty days; bnt, yielding to the necessities of the service, he remained on duty, 
while the officers of his regiment went home to enjoy their furlough. During that 
time he was ordered on picket duty, and immediately after reaching the post to 


which he bad been assigned he was put under arrest. Inquiring why his sword | 


was taken from him, his colonel, who ordered him under arrest, answered him 
that he knew of no reason for it. But a general court-martial convicted Lieuten- 
ant Wilkinson of “drunkeness on duty,” and he was cashiered. 

While awaiting the judgment of the court the battle of the Wilderness was 
fought. The captain of Lieutenant Wilkinson's compaby not having yet arrived, 
the lioutenant borrowed a sword and gallantly led his men during the first day and 
night, and the second day and until midnight of the second night, when the return 
of his captain enabled this gallant soldier toretire, utterly worn out, from the field. 


Irom this prostration his delicate frame never recovered, and he died. His wife | 


sought to bave the stain left on her husband's name by the sentence of the court- 
martial removed, and to that end filed a mass of testimony as to her husband's 
rood character, his freedom from intemperate habits, and his signal gallantry. 
But the War Department was unable to afford relief, and Congress alone can do 


82. Inreviewing the case, the Judge-Advocate-Geneial avers that bis character | 
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and habits were good, and his bravery conspicuous ; and suggestively adds that if 
the evidence submitted to induce a removal of the disgrace could have been py. 
| seuted to the coart, it is doubtful if the officer wonld have been found g ; 


uilty 


| he then recounts his action in the battle of the Wilderness, concluding wit), o..” 
words, “ conduct which it is believed would have justified his restoration to dy, 
without trial.” eT 


In such 2 case, the committee feel themselves impelled to report favorally o, 
| the bill clearing the memory of Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson from the odi,.. 
| resting upon it in the records of the Department, and 80 recommend the passa. 
| of said bill herewith submitted. _ 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, asin Committee of the Whole 
proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes the Adjutant-General 
to remove the charges against Charles Wilkinson, late an officer of 
Company K, One hundred and second Regiment of Pennsylya 
Volunteers, from the records of the Department. . 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the Senator who has charge 
of this bill whether it has been submitted to the War Department 
and whether the War Department agrees to what the committee has 
reported as the facts. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. The report is made up almost 
entirely from the report of the Judge-Advocate-General. The case 
| was presented to the War Department and examined by it, and ex. 

amined by the Committee on Military Affairs of the House as wel} 
as the committee of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suppose the intended effect of this is to give 
this lady a pension, to which I have not the slightest objection. ~ 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. It is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to the Senator whether the words “ ro- 
| moving the charge,” inasmuch as it appears that there was a sentence 
of a court-martial, would be quite enough. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I souk suppose so. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest whether it would not be better to add, 
“to cancel” or “set aside,” whatever the term may be, “ the finding 
of the court-martial,” so as to make it absolutely certain. = 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Very well. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. ‘That amendment will be made, if there 
be no objection. 

Mr. WHYTE. It seems that the word “ late” used in the bill refers 
to his late connection with the Army, and does not indicate that the 
man is dead. The bill does not show that the party is dead at all. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The report states that he is dead. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. The bill is just as it came from 
the House. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 
| The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MORRILL. I desire now to call up the House joint resolution 
| reported yesterday from the Committee on Finance, and which [ 
gave notice that I would endeavor to call up this morning. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Is the morning hour over ? 

Mr. WHYTE. Let us get through with the morning business first. 

Mr. MORRELL. I will yield to any morning business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The business of the morning hour has 

not yet been concluded. The introduction of bills is in order. 
| Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimois consent obtained, leave 
| to introduce a bill (8S. No. 734) for the relief of Alonzo Gesner; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committec on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8. No. 735) making an appropriation for the erec- 
tion of a light-house and fog-bell on Whale Rock at the entrance of 
| Narragansett Bay ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 736) for the relief of Henry C. Baldwin; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. INGALLS (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
| tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 737) to provide for the fund- 
| ing of certain certificates of indebtedness and claims against the 
District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also asked, and by nnanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 738) to promote the deposit of savings in a popn- 
lar loan, and to provide for funding the national debt in home bonds 
convertible into currency ; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Llinois, asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 739) in relation to appeals from the 
Court of Claims; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PADDOCK (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 0)- 
| tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 740) to authorize the Secre- 
| tary of War to relinquish and turn over to the Interior Department 
certain parts of the Camp Douglas military reservation in the Terr- 
tory of Utah; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
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introduce a bill (S. No. 741) for the relief of Christopher H. McNally ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

. PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

Ou motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of James Dix be taken from the files and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

SOUTHWESTERN PENSION AGENCY. 


Mr. DORSEY. I offer the following resolution and ask for its 
present consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, directed to report 
to the Senate at the earliest possible day the number of persons now on the United 
States pension-rolls in the States of Arkansas, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Loui- 
siana, Mississippi, South Carolina, Texas, and the Indian Territory; also the nun- 
ber of payments reported daily to the Commissioner of Pensions made to such per- 
sons by the pension agent from the 4th day of September, 1877, to the 3lst day of 
January, 1878, inclusive. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I should like to ask the Senator 
from Arkansas why he designates certain States. If the information 
is to be given at all, why not in regard to all the States? Half a 
dozen States and Territories are named and others are left out. 

Mr. DORSEY. I presume it would be rather a large undertaking 
for the Secretary of the Interior to report the names of all the pen- 
sioners of the United States. I allude to the particular States named 
in the resolution because they are in one district, and the State of 
Arkansas is in that district ; and I am informed by a large number of 
pensioners in Arkansas that the pension due in September has not yet 
been paid, and I want to ascertain why it has not been paid. 

Last summer the Secretary of the Interior abolished the pension 
agencies in several of these States, and designated the one at New 
Orleans to embrace all of them. I think the operation of that has 
been to prevent the pensioners in many of the distant States, not hav- 
ing communication with New Orleans, from getting their pensions at 
all. The object of the resolution is to ascertain what the fact is in 
that regard. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from West Virginia 
object to the consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No, sir; but I think the resolution 
ought to cover all the agencies or ought not to pass at all, unless 
there is some special reason why this agency should be selected out 
from all the agencies for special action. I think that if the Senator 
will ask the Secretary of the Interior he will get all the information 
that is necessary and asked for by the resolution. I should prefer if 
the information is to comne—though I know nothing about the pen- 
sion agents and nothing about the facte—that it should embrace all. 
If one agent is to be selected out from the others and asked why he 
has been derelict in his duty, if he has, I think the Senate ought to 
know whether others are notin the same way. I would say, how- 
ever, that if the Senator suggests that to his knowledge there ought 
to be an inquiry into this particular agent’s conduct, I shall with- 
draw all objection to the resolution. 

Mr. DORSEY. I have not any personal knowledge about it; but I 
have a very large number of letters from constituents of mine who 
are pensioners, and who tell me that they have not been able to get 
the pay which they should have received on the Ist of September up 
to thisdate. Now, that is a remarkable fact; and if that is true in 
regard to any of the other agencies, I think the same inquiry ought 
to be made in regard tothem. I should like to know why these pen- 
siouers have not been paid. 

In answer to what the Senator suggests about my writing a letter, 
&c., I can say that I have done so. I wrote to the Commissioner of 
Pensions and he replied that I could only get the information I asked 
for by addressing a letter to the pension agent at New Orleans. I 
thought I ought to have it without acinnne the pension agent at 
New Orleans. I thought the Department ought to address the pen- 
sion agent and ought to know whether the pensioners of the country 
are being paid or are not. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 


, 

I agree with the Senator that iz he 
has addressed a letter to the Secretary of the Interior or the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions and either of them declines to give the information, 


he ought to get it through this channel. That fact, if I had any 
opposition to the resolution, would relieve it. 

Mr. DORSEY. I want to say to the Senator that I did not state 
that they had declined to give me the information, but the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions said I could only procure the information which I 
asked for by addressing the pension agent at New Orleans, and it 
struck me that the Department here ought to have that information 
if the agent at New Orleans has it. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


TAX ON DISTILLED SPIRITS. 


ie, MORRILL. Now, I move to take up the House joint resolution 
No. 90. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution (H. R. No. 9P) de- 
claring that a reduction of the tax on distilled spirits is inexpedient. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, this is a House resolution, passed 
on January 30. It is deemed very important both to the revenue of 
the Government and to the distillers that early action should be had. 
1 am informed that the amount of revenue received by the Govern- 


ment in the present fiscal year thus far has diminished to the extent 
of $4,969,218.56, and by reason of the uncertainty about the action 
of Congress in relation to any reduction of the tax. But, the action 
of the House of Representatives in passing this joint resolution was 
so large and decisive as emphatically to settle that question for the 
present year at all events, and the distillers are being ruined as they 
assert by the fact that they are unable to distill and hold the large 
amount of spirits that they usually distill without realizing any- 
thing by way of return in sales thereof, and they will not be able to 
effect sales until the action of the Seuate is determined. I have 
letters and petitions from distillers urging that the Senate take ac- 
tion and pass this resolution. 

I do not think it necessary to discuss the resolution further. I sup- 
pose it must be obvious to all that it is important that we have 
prompt action on the resolution. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, this resolution affects very ma- 
terially two important industries in the State which I have the honor 
in part to represent, and I do not like to see it pass through here with- 
out any consideration at all. I learn that certainly a large portion of 
the members of the House do not regard it as conclusive of the voice of 
the House of Representatives, and they are not hopeless that tobacco 
and distilled spirits will be relieved in some measure of what is now 
certainly very onerous on those two industries. 

I believe I shall object so that I may consider by to-morrow whether 
or not the resolution ought to pass. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I hope the Senator will not object to the con- 
sideration of this resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think one objection does not carry it over as it 
was reported yesterday. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is not liable to one objection. 

Mr. MERRIMON. ‘Then I shall ask for the yeas and nays upon it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. What motion does the Senator make in 
relation to the joint resolution? It is before the Senate, and will 
remain unless disposed of till the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Ido not wish to interpose any captious objec- 
tion ; but I think this measure too serious to be acted upon without 
due consideration. I believe that the tobacco interest and the inter- 
est of distillation throughout the country are oppressively taxed and 
that the tax ought to be reduced. It seems to me unwise to pass an 
important resolution of this sort, as this is, without due considera- 
tion. If one objection will take it over, I will enter the objection. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. One objection will not do it, the Senate 
having consented to its consideration. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Then I ca)l for the yeas and nays. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Upon what proposition? 

Mr. MERRIMON. Upon the passage of the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third 
reading, and read the third time. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I call for the yeas and nays on its passage. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I desire tostate in a single word that I have some 
personal kuowledge of the importance of the early passage of this 
resolution. There is an establishment at Omaha iu my State which 
pays a revenue of $50,000 a month and has paid more than $40,000 a 
month for a year and a half or two years; and I know that that con- 
cern, which is one of the very strongest in the West, strong as it is, 
is nearly bankrupted by the incertitude of the situation at the pres- 
ent time. I believe that that is true of very many establishwents 
which ought to be sustained and encouraged at this juucture. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I desire to say to the Senate that I have 
been earnestly anxious that there should be a reduction of the tax on 
both whisky and tobacco, believing that the true revenue poiut was 
a good deal lower than that now fixed on each of these products; and 
I desire to say to the Senators from North Carolina and Virginia that 
tobacco is not involved in this resolution at all, and the reduction of 
the tax on it, if it is deemed wise to do it, is by no means affected or 
embarrassed by our action now. It is just as open ‘or cousideration 
hereafter as if this resolution should not be acted on. Indeed, [ 
think it occupies a better pesition by being thus disconnectec.. 

But while, as I said, I was anxious for a reduction of the present 
rate of tax, Iam now satisfied that the frieuds of reduction cannot 
at this session change the tax from the point where it now is. Such 
action was had by the House of Representatives some weeks ago as 
to satisfy me that there is no chance to reduce the tax on distilled 
spirits at this session of Congress, however desirable I may regard it. 
Upon a distinct vote, after two days’ discussion the present resolution 
passed the House by 34 majority. Now, the result is that large num- 
bers of distillers all over the country who have their distilled spirits 
in bond, and who have to take them out on the 5th day of each month, 
can absolutely find nosale for their products because the men whodesire 
them, whether to use them in the trades—and there are very many im- 
portant industries into which alcobol enters in a variety of forms as 
well as for consumption by being drank—are refusing to purchase as 
long as there is any hope of a reduction down to fifty or sixty ceuts. 
The result is that the men who have the spirits on hand are unable 
to make sales. The Government taxes are coming upon them every 
month. They are obliged to pay those taxes or have their spirits 
sold by the Government officials. They are on the verge of bank- 
ruptey, and very many of the best and largest establishments in the 
country will be obliged before the Ist day of June to go into bank- 
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That I know from information derived from them and from 
leading bankers in my own State and in other regions of the country, 
which the Committee on Finance have seen. 

I have a petition now before me, signed by some of the leading dis- 
tillers in Kentucky, in which they say that— 

rh 


ruptey. 


ire in bond in the State of Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and Maryland aboat | 
0) gallons of spirits which must come out of bond on the Ist of January, Ist 
ebrnary, Ist of March, Ist of April, Ist of May, Ist of June, and Ist of July, 
Is7m. in about equal monthly quantities. 

W hile our opinions are divided as to whether or not the tax should be reduced, we | 
are all agreod, in order to relieve the trade of the ill effects of the constantly recur- 
ring agitation of the qnostion, that if a change is desired by the Government and the | 
tax could be promptly reduced, without prolonged discussion, not to oppose reduc- | 
tion; on the other hand, if discussion of a reduction is to be prolonged—the discus 
sion being almost as injurious to trade as a reduction itself—we would feel obliged 
to oppose a rednetion to take effect at the end of the session, say about the Ist of 
July at which time the stocks now in bond will have been withdrawn, and it | 
is plainly to be seen the loss to holders will be almost equivalent to the whole reduc. | 
lion of tax 

I'he law now permits spirits to remain in bond twelve months. Foreign spirits are 
permitted, with a slight increase of duty at the end of one year, to remain in bond | 
three years. ‘Tobacco is permitted to romain in bond at the pleasure of the manu- 
facturer, no tax being exacted until withdrawn for consumption, and no good reason 
can be given why the fine whisky interest of Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Tennessee should not be permitted to hold its product 
in bend until ready for consumption 

We advocate the following changes in the internal-revenne laws: 

First. An extension of the bonded period permitting spirits to remain in bond 
indefinitely until matured and withdrawn for actual consumption. 

Second. The payment of the tax only on the number of gallons actually with 
drawn from bond, the allowance for shrinkage or natural waste not to exceed | per 
cent. of the original quantity upon withdrawals made within the first month ; § per 
cent. of the original quantity per month upon withdrawals made within the next | 
eleven months; § per cent. of the original quantity per month upon withdrawals 
made within the next twelve months ; 3 per cent. of the original quantity per month 
upon withdrawals made within the next twelve months; and no allowance to be 
made after the third year tho spirits may remain in bond. 

It may be urged the extensionof the bonded period will cut off the revenue tem 
porarily, which we do not think will be the case. The consumption of 60,000,000 
gallons now embraces about 52,000,000 gallons of high wines and the various grades 
of rectified and redistilled goods produced therefrom, and about 8,000,000 gallons of 
the fine drinking whiskies, produced in Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vir 
ginia, West Virginia, and Tennessee, and, as consumption of high wines, &c., would 
continue as at present, the only diminution or delay in receipt of revenue that 
might oceur, would be on the percentage of Kentacky, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Tennessee fine whiskies that might not be withdrawn | 
from bond until after reaching one year's age—the present bonded period. 

The present system of taxation discriminates against the fine ckisides of Ken- 
tacky, Fonsas lvania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Tennessee, which 
do not go into consumption until one to five years of age, as will be shown by the 
following statement: High wines, and product thereof, enter into consumption | 
immediately, or within afew weeks or months ; therefore reach the consumercharged | 
only with the tax of ninety cents per gallon ; whereas the Kentucky, Pennsylvania, | 
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Tennessee whisky, the tax being collected 
on original quantity, reach the consumer, the original quantity being reduced by 
evaporation and natural causes, at the end of the first year to 93 per cent. charged | 
with a tax of 96.77 cents; second year to 88 per cent. charged with a tax of 102.27 | 
cents; third year to 85 per cent charged w ith a tax of 105.c8 cents; fourth year to | 
84 per cent. charged with a tax of 107.14 cents; fifth year to 83 per cent. charged 
with a tax of 108.43 cents. If to this calculation there should be added the loss of 
interest on money invested in taxes, the discrimination will appear so great as to 
excite wonder that the Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, 
and Tennessee interest has been able to sustain itself at all. 

rhe principle that taxes should only attach to what is actually consumed is firmly | 
established in the legislation of the country; in witness whereof we cite the an- 
thority vested in the Secretary of the Treasury to abate taxes when property is | 
destroyed by fire or otherwise, both in customs and internal-revenue bonded ware- 
houses ; and no good reason can be assigned why a tax should be collected on a gallon 
of whisky that has evaporated when if that same gallon of whisky had been de- 
stroyed by tire in bond the tax would have been abated. | 

The magnitade of this discrimination can only be appreciated when compared | 
with the cost or ruling price in bond of high wines, say fifteen to twenty cents per | 
gallon, and, as the changed system we advocate does not in any way discriminate 
against the high-wine interest, as a measure of justice to the Kentucky, Pennsy)- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Tennessce interest we strongly urge 
its adoption 


f i 


The tax collected on distilled spirits now according to the report 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue brings in over $57,000,000, | 
a larger amount than was required for the net ordinary expenses of | 
this Government up to 1856; an amount larger than the gross expend- 
iture of the Government, including the debt and interest, with the 
exception of two years during the Mexican war, when it reached 
$60,000,000, up to 1854. This Government cannot afford to break down 
those industries which produce such immense revenues. Ifmen have 
to go into bankruptcy, as they will if this agitation continues, the 
Government revenues will be seriously reduced, and the men who 
produce the spirits will be unable to produce them any longer. It is 
because the House has by its action and by a vote, as I said, of 34 
majority determined not to reduce the tax, that it is obvious to my 
mind that any further effort or agitation is worse than useless. If it 
is reduced at all, it certainly cannot be before the end of along strug- 
gie at the very close of the session, when all the men engaged in the | 
trade or a large majority of them will be bankrupt. To prevent such 
disastrous consequences both to a large class of citizens and to the | 
Government, I am compelled to forego and give up my own ideas as 
to the true ratio of taxation and support the resolution. I wish it 
was worded differently, but I will not stand on that. I want to see 
the business of those people revived and restored, and this is the only | 
way I see to doit. We will hope from the justice of Congress the pas- 
sage of a law extending the time in bond till the spirits are sold for 
consumption, and for a modification of existing laws, so that the | 
amount put on the market shall alone be taxed. But these are sub- 
jects for future consideration. 

I laid before the Committee on Finance letters from a leading 


| pay them; the banks will not lend them money, 


| I said that $57,000,000 came from distillers. 


| $1,300,000 through the distillers of fruits. 


| subject. 


banker of my own town, saying that the Commissione 
Revenue had told him that he is bolding now largely 
of gallons on which the t 


r of Interna] 
over a million 
axes are past duc, and the owners cannot 
and nothing yt 
bankruptcy is staring them in the face; that 1,200,000 more gallons 


had to come out of bond by the lst of July. If the countr: 


under- 


| stand that there is to be no change, and I feel sure this resolutioy j¢ 


passed will give that assurance, then men will go on and make pnp. 
chases and those to whom I have referred will be saved: and the 
revenue of the Government will be saved. If they believe the avi. 
tation is still to continue, and the defeat of this resolution wil] coy. 
tinue it, then there will be no purchases of any consequence, ay 
those men will be obliged to go into bankruptcy ; the distilled Spirits 
they have produced will be sold under the hammer; the Govern. 
ment will certainly lose a large portion of its revenue, both now and 
in the future, for they cannot restore them for a long time to come 
It comes in this form: 
Fifty-one million dollars and a fraction is collected directly froy 
the tax on distillation ; five million dollars and odd from the dealers 
The aggregate is as | 


said $57,000,000. I repeat, believing that after the House has taken 


| the action it has, much as I desire to see the tax reduced, and belie: 


ing as I said that the revenue point is much below that now fixed, | 
still cannot afford to vote against this resolution when I know that 
it brings bankruptcy to my people, destruction to their business, and 
great loss to the revenue of the Government; therefore under these 
circumstances I am compelled to vote for it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I want to say, without entering into the discus. 
sion of this subject generally, that I am aware how the uncertainty 
of what is to be done here is affecting the industries mentioned 
throughout the country. But the passage of this resolution, in my 


| judgment, will not put an end to that, certainly as far as tobacco js 


concerned ; and I believe that the passage of this resolution will very 


| materially affect the success of the proposition to reduce the tax on 
| tobacco. 


It will be almost conclusive against it. 
opposed to it. 


If the time allowed, I should like to discuss somewhat in detail the 


Therefore I am 


| objection I have to a continuation of the present taxation upon dis- 


tilled spirits and tobacco. My people are very largely interested 
especially in the tobacco production and are very anxious that the 
tax should be reduced, and then they are anxious that the revenue, 


| which must be raised from some other sources if the taxation on 


whisky and tobacco shall be reduced, should go upon incomes. That 
is an important proposition that will require much consideration and 


| discussion. 


The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 

Mr. ALLISON. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator will allow a vote to be taken. 
I think there will be no more discussion on this resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Iowa calls for the reg- 
ular order, being House bill No. 1093. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let it be laid aside informally until we can just 
have a vote on this resolution. 

Mr. McCREERY. I desire to make a few remarks myself on this 

If it goes over until to-morrow, I shall do so. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution goes over. 


T. B. M. MASON, 


Mr. WHYTE. I ask the Senator from North Carolina who is enti- 
tled to the floor [Mr. MERRIMON] to yield a moment that I may ask 


| the unanimous consent of the Senate to pass a joint resolution re- 
| ported by the Senator from Maine this morning from the Committee 


on Foreign Relations in relation to Lieutenant Mason. It is simply 


| to allow him to receive a medal worth about $20 from the Italian 


government for saving an Italian bark that wason fire in the harbor 
of Callao. It was reported in the last Congress as far back as June 
20, 1876, and was lost merely by delay in the other House. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. R. No. 18) authorizing 
Theodorus B. M. Mason, of the United States Navy, to accept a sil- 


| ver medal from the King of Italy. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, ordered to be en- 


| grossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COINAGE OF SILVER DOLLARS, 


Mr. ALLISON. I insist on the regular order now, whatever it is. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The regular order is the unfinished busi- 
ness, which is the bill (H. R. No. 1093) to authorize the free coinage 
of the standard silver dollar and to restore its legal-tender value, 
upon which the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. MERRIMON] is ¢n- 


| titled to the floor. 


Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, on a recent occasion I endeavored 


| to show that the Government has the right in law and sound morality 


to pay its bond creditors in the old silver dollar of our mintage con- 
taining 412} grains of standard silver. After careful examination 
and much reflection, I do not for one moment doubt that the Govern- 
ment has such right and the creditor cannot reasonably complain if it 
should exercise that right. 

In my view, therefore, one supposed great obstacle in the way of 
the proposed remonetization of silver coin does not exist. Congress 
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is entirely free to take such action as may be best calculated to pro- | 
mote and secure the prosperity and happiness of the people. 

The simple question then is, is it wise and expedient to coin again 
the silver dollar and invest it with the legal-tender capacity to dis- 
charge all money obligations? That is the question. It is not ex- 
travagant to say that it is one of deep and thrilling moment. It is 
dificult to realize its magnitude and its importance to our own country | 
aud the world. It agitates the minds of every class and condition 
of society and stirs popular feeling to its profoundest depths. There 
is not a man, woman, or child in all the land, however high or humble | 
iy station, whose condition, whose material, whose every interest 
will not be materially affected for good or for evil by its decision. 
It forces itself upon us here and demands our judgment. How grave, 
how very grave the responsibility! And we cannot escape it—we 
dare not evade it. The eyes of the country and the world are upon 
us—they watch our action with deepest interest and intense anxiety. 
The question is too serious to be decided without due consideration. 
This long debate is not idle and fruitless. Let every suggestion, let 
every View, and every argument be fairly submitted and considered. 
Let our decision carry with it the weight of reason and truth and 
right. 

‘Mr. President, the question of what shall be the money, the me- 
dium of exchange, the standard of value of a people, is always ar 
interesting one. It is especially and intensely so at this time to the 
people of this country. Why, sir, what do we witness? We have 
lately emerged—no, we are still emerging from a desolating civil war. 
That war totally destroyed fully one-third of the accumulated wealth, 
and largely the productive energy of our country; it left us over- 
whelmed with a national debt of more than $2,000,000,000, with 
State, county, and city debts aggregating more than $900,000,000 ; 
with railroad and other corporation debts aggregating hundreds of 
millions of dollars, and an amount of private indebtedness fearful 
indeed, which cannot be estimated with any degree of accuracy. 
With such prostration, and this cloud of debtimpending and threaten- 
ing to ingulf the masses of the people with universal bankruptcy and 
ruin, it is proposed to demonetizesilver—nay, sir, this has already been 
done, and under such circumstances of great inadvertence, to say the 
least and best, on the partof alarge majority of Congress as to give rise 
to serious imputations against the good faith of those who were mainly 
iustrumental in passing the bill that accomplished so important an 
end. It is certain that this important measure had not, before it be- 
came a law, been agitated generally by the press, and not at all among 
the people. The people were not aware for a long while that so im- 
portant a change of the law had been made. The President who 
approved the bill has declared that he was not aware at the time he 
did so of this provision of the bill before him. And it will scarcely 
be denied now that if the proposition to demonetize silver had been 
discussed as one of so much gravity should have been it could not 
have passed Congress. 

Most of this vast burden of debt was incurred while gold and silver 
coin were the legal-tender money of this country. It was a substan- 
tial part of the contract creating this indebtedness that it might be 
discharged as readily and as much in silver coin as gold coin, and to 
say the most, in money certainly of no greater purchasing value than 
gold and silver coin at the time the debt was created. The two money 
metals, gold and silver, have been produced in this country in sub- 
stantially equal quantities in point of value and debt-paying capac- 
ity, and our facilities and means for obtaining silver are probably 
more favorable than for obtaining gold. This country is now, and 
has been for years past, the greatest gold and silver producing coun- 
try in the world; nevertheless the act demonetizing silver was passed, 
destroying substantially the debt-paying capacity of silver. By it 
one-half of our money metal is virtually abolished, silver money is 
abrogated, the Government, the several States, Territories, cities, all 
corporations and the people are deprived of their right to pay their 
debts in silver coin. 

By this destruction of silver coin, gold coin—in value, its purchas- 
ing capacity—is greatly appreciated, but it only pays the debts to 
which I have referred, dollar for dollar, and thus the creditor gets 
the advantage—the whole and a great advantage of the appreciation 
of gold. Not one debtor, but all of every class and grade suffer this 
loss in like proportion ; not one creditor alone, but likewise all, great 
and small, realize this unjust gain in like proportion. I may add 
here that the evils resulting from the demonetization of silver have 
been greatly aggravated by forced and too rapid contraction of our 
paper money in circulation and an attempt at forced resumption of 
specie payments since the late war. In August, 1865, the paper 
money of various kinds serving the purpose of making exchanges 
amounted to $1,801,790,656. This vast volume was contracted in three 
years $768,394,830. In 1873 it had been reduced to $746,689,994. This 
forced contraction was and has been in aid of the act providing that 
debts shall be solvable only in gold on the Ist day of January next. 
Without any adequate preparation for a return to specie payments at 
the time indicated, silver has been demonetized and the paper money 
has been contracted as I have siated. 

The natural result of this combination of operating causes is the 
general confusion of the finances of the country, the prostration of 
public and business confidence, the end of enterprise, the general sus- 
pension of industries, millions of laborers without employment, bank- 
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seriousness, if this country has not realized, is not now realizing to an 


| alarming degree all these evils? We see them—we cannot help seeing 


them—wide-spread. They fill the land with alarm and distress. Only 
those can laugh and mock at this general calamity who by one freak 


| of fortune or another have come to have and hoard gold and gold- 


bearing securities. By abolishing or abridging the use of silver, the 
value, the purchasing power of gold is increased, and those alone 
who hold it are profited, as I shall have occasion to make manifest 
before I take my seat. 

Mr. President, gold and siiver metals are peculiar in many respects. 
They contain properties in character and degree ditferent from others. 
Aud while each is different from the other, there are striking resem- 
blances, the one to the other, in many respects, and these are the 


| Same and substantially uniform in all times and wherever in the 


world the metals may be found. In respect to the quantity of each 
produced and the relative value of each to the other, in view of the 
purposes to which they have been devoted, there has been striking 
uniformity running through long periods of time. And all expe- 
rience and observation tend to show that these resemblances and this 
uniformity will continue and extend indefinitely in thé long future 
of time. It is true, indeed, that there have been fluctuations in some 
of the respects mentioned, and in the one metal perhaps as much as 
the other; but these have been temporary and local and have always 
disappeared as circumstances changed and demands for these metals 
in different and distinct places throughout the world came to be sup- 
plied. If there has been more or less of these metals at one time 
than another, their relations as to quantity and value have kept sub- 
stantially even pace. No other metals have the same or such prop- 
erties in quantity or degree, or relative supply. 

There never was too much gold, there never was too much silver, 
to supply the perpetual demand of mankind for them in every quar- 
ter of the world. Andif at times and in localities there has been 
too much of the one or the other, such surplus soon disappeared to 
supply a demand elsewhere, leaving the relations of the two met- 
als as before the temporary disturbance came about. The winds 
oftentimes drive the waves of the ocean into great mountains of 
water, but when the passing storm subsides the waters flow back 
to their wonted places and the uniformity of the sea-level still pre- 
vails; so temporary causes, local combinations of circumstances, may 
drive too much of gold or silver into one locality or country, but 
the universal, insatiable demand for the precious metals will soon 
swallow up the fluctuations produced by them, and their natural 
relations appear again. History attests the truth of what I have 
said. 

I present a table showing the fluctuations of gold and silver annu- 
ally since 1834, prepared by bankers in the city of New York, and I 
do not doubt that it is substantially correct: 
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The large fluctuation within the last three years is owing to causes 
to which I shall advert in the course of my remarks. 

The properties of these metals and the quantity of them supplied 
by nature suggested to mankind at a distant period in the past their 
peculiar fitness to serve the purposes of money—to make exchanges 
in the business transactions of men. For thousands of years gold 
and silver in some shape, generally in coin, have been the money of 
the world. I do not venture beyond truth when I say they are rec- 
ognized as money, as possessing essential value, as the media of ex- 
changes, by every organized people on the earth, whether civilized or 
heathen. For centuries past gold and silver coin, speaking in general 
terms, in about equal supply, have been the money of the world, 
Until within a comparatively recent period it may he estimated that 
half the business of the world was transacted in gold and the other 


ruptey, beggary, suicide, and crime. And I ask everybody, in all | half in silver, or paper money founded on them 
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In the oriental nations silver prevailed ; in occidental nations gold 
and silver prevailed. Both gold and silver made up the supply of 
money, fixed the standard of value, and determined the purchasing 
and debt-paying power of money,and they do the same to-day, and will 
continue to do so until the one or the other shall be generally demon- 
etized. The purchasing power is increased by diminishing the vol- 
ume of money; the debt-paying power is increased by enlarging it. 
The present annual production of gold and silver is about $200,000,000. 
Suppose that next year there should be no production of these metals, 
the natural result would be an increase in the purchasing power of 
money. On the other hand, suppose that next year the increased pro- 
duction should be $400,000,000, naturally the debt-paying power of 
money would be increased. 

On the same principle, if silver should be demonetized thronghout 
the world, the purchasing power of gold will be increased amazingly ; 
the gold in that case will serve the power of gold aud silver both. 
And just in proportion as silver is demonetized,in that proportion 
gold and its purchasing power as money is increased everywhere. 
The business of the world is done with, say, $8,000,000,000 of gold and 
silver. Suppose, instead of this, silver shall be demonetized through- 
out the world and the business shall be done with only $4,000,000,000 
of gold, is it not manifest the purchasing power of gold would be 
substantially doubled f 

In that case let us see how nations, States, corporations, and indi- 
viduals would be affected. 

For the last three-quarters of a century, the ratio between gold and 
silver has been practically 1 to 154. During that time, the present 
indebtedness of the world has been contracted. Much of this debt 
runs through a long period of time. It is immense. Any tolerable 
estimate of it could not be made. It represents many billions of dol- 
lars. And most of this debt has been contracted with the under- 
standing and engagement that it might be paid in gold and silver— 
both, or either—and in the ratio substantially just stated. 

Now, let silver be demonetized and establish gold only as money, and 
the purchasing power of gold will be almost doubled, and while those 
who own the wealth of the world would be enriched beyond measure, 
debtor nations, states, corporations, and individuals would be in many— 
most—instances absolutely ruined. An able English writer on this 
subject says: 


» 


vo doubt, if such a state of things were to happen, some countries would have 
to pass into liquidation and make a composition with their creditors, and ulti- 
mately matters will settle down everywhere, aiter excessive suffering and confa- 
sion, into a universal system of gold payments; but the necessary consequence 
would be that the metallic basis on which the business of the world was done 
would be immensely reduced. 1 would be as if the mines were shut up for sev- 
eral years. LTnstead of say fourteen hundred wmiliions of gold and silver to do the 
business of exchange, there would be seven hundred millions or eight bundred 
millions of gold, and a limited amount of silver as small change. Money values 


would fall greatly; national dobts like our own would press much more heavily, 


and a period of suffering and contraction of business would ensue similar to what 


the United States has experienced on coming painfully back from inflated paper 
toward specie payments. 


Lamentable as is the present condition of the people of this country, 
in the case I put it would be infinitely worse. A few—only those who 
own gold and gold-bearing securities, and all securities would be 
gold-bearing then—would prosper and become greatly enriched,while 
the millions of business and laboring people would experience calam- 
ities to which they are now comparative strangers. In truth, the 
consummation of ruin would then have come tothis people. In view 
of the vast volume of our national, State, county, corporation, and 
individual indebtedness, the sufferings particularly of the industrial 
classes of our people, the character of our productions, the condition 
of our industries and our commerce, it seems to me that the proposi- 
tion to demonetize silver generally, to say the very least, is the acme 
of folly and madness. 

The supposed state of things I have presented not only serves to illus- 
trate the logical effects of demonetizing silver, but it points to a pos- 
sible, nay a probable, actual state of things throughout the world in 
the not distant future. Silver has been demonetized by our own coun- 
try, and daily, Senators—many of them—advocate the single gold 
standard of value and point with zealous confidence to the supposed 
ideal advantages to mankind and particularly to our own people aris- 
ing from employing it in the future. England a great while ago and 
Germany lately, two other great powers of the earth, have likewise 
demonetized silver and have adopted the single gold standard. We are 
told that France will do so in the near future. Learned theorists in 
all parts of the world advocate this standard. Hundreds of newspa- 
pers in this and other countries advocate it daily, and we are told that 
resistance to it is idle, that it will and shall prevail. Circumstances, 
movements, acts, point to the striking fact, of which the —— 
of mankind should take notice, that the owners and directors of much 
the larger part of the organized capital of the world, demand and in- 
tend to establish in all lands the single gold standard. And to this 
end they seek to dominate, and do in large measure, the industries, 
the trade, the travel, the commerce, the press, the public men, and the 
legislation of all countries. 

It is a well-known fact that in Europe and in some of the eastern 
countries capitalists in large degree control the policies of nations 
and direct their fortunes. Give them what they ask, and they will 
set up and pull down empires; they will dictate the policies of na- 
tions; they will absorb the wealth of the world; they will hold and 
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direct the fortunes and destinies of humanity, and rule, as the, 
and their interests may dictate, all peoples. 

It remains to be seen whether the toiling millions of eart}. wi;). 
out whom wealth cannot be produced, will grant this demand, ‘{)\.. 
cannot afford to doso. If they shall, they will pass under a yoke {poy, 
which the struggles of centuries will not suffice to free them ayq 
their posterity for many generations to come. 

Let no one infer that I mean to encourage a spirit of lawlessness 
or violence; far from it; but I mean to say that the lawful powers 
of government, which may be justly and wisely used, shal! |e 
ployed here and elsewhere and in other countries to improve, lift j,) 
dignify, strengthen, and secure the condition of labor, and thus aver, 
effectually struggles of violence that in the course of unhappy events 
might come in the future. I am not an alarmist, but I do not deem 
it out of place here to say that the great rising public danger in this 
country at this time is the ever-iacreasing power and intluence o{ 
capital as concentrated and organized through great and multiplied 
corporations. Another occasion may better serve to enable me to 
point out how fearful is this danger. 

It may be that if all business transactions and obligations of men 
to pay money could be blotted out and society could start anew jt 
would be expedient to use the single gold standard of value, but this 
is practically impossible. Even in that case it might well be ques. 
tioned whether or not all the gqld in the world could practically 
answer the purposes of money. Indeed, human experience in qj! 
ages and the history of man, as well as the properties and reseim- 
blances and relations of gold and silver, tend strongly to show that 
in the economy of Providence both these metals were intended to 
serve alike the purpose of money. 

Although these views are general, they have a direct and important 
bearing upon the subject before the Senate, and it is not inappro 
priate here to advert to one or two other considerations that mak« 
it expedient that in this country we should remonetize silver. 

The production of silver is now one of the great industries of this 
country. Last year the product was equal to more than $33,000,000 
This is the largest silver-producing country in the world. Thousands 
of our laboring countrymen are engaged in it. They are entitled to 
our consideration and encouragement. I insist that it is unwise and 
unjust tothis class of laborers and this industry to depreciate silver by 
demonetizing it, and thus driving it from our shores when it may be 
turned to great and important advantage at home. The true policy 
of this country at all times, and especially at this, is to encouraye 
every industry and every class of laborers. Labor and the laborer 
are essential to the wealth, power, greatness, defense, and glory of 
peoples and nations, and that government is unwise and unjust that 
fails to recognize, encourage, aud dignify them by its policy and when- 
ever occasion will allow. 

It must not be forgotten that we have in the Southern States five 
millions of colored people who require millions of dollars to serve 
their business purposes; and the silver coin is especially suited to 
their wants and popular with them. It is simple, plain money—sul 
divided, easy to count. They are accustomed to it more in propor- 
tion than the white people. This is the money they received as gratui- 
ties when they were slaves. They understand and appreciate it, and 
will be more likely to take care of this than other money. Their 
money transactions are generally small, and silver coin will suit them. 
They alone will require many millions of it, and their wants and <e- 
mands as they improve in their circumstances will increase. The) 
must be cared for as well as the great and those who have large 
transactions. 

No intelligent person will underrate the importance of a return to 
specie payments. This great end ought to have been attained years 
ago, and without serious detriment to our industries or suilering 
among the people. But it seems to me that no adequate measures 
have been taken by legislation or otherwise to accomplish that pur- 
pose. It is, indeed, provided by statute that we shall resume specie 
payments on the 1st of January next. But how is this to be done? 
Where is the gold tocome from? It is manifest it is not in the coun- 
try now. And instead of letting it accumulate in the Treasury and 
banks and sending it among the people, it has been regularly, persist- 
ently sent out of the country, and any surplus in the Treasury has 
been sold from timetotime. One of the chief means employed to get 
back to specie payments easily, it seems, has been to demonetize sil- 
ver! Silver isnot money now—it is not specie—it will not pay debts! 
Mr. President, this plan was a great mistake, a fatalerror. To get to 
specie payments we must remonetize silver, give it debt-paying power, 
supply the people, the banks, the Treasury, with a resonable quantity 
of it as well as with gold. For more than fifteen years our peo)le 
have scarcely seen gold or silver; let them again become familiar 
with the precious metals, use them in their business, and then specie 
payments will be natural and easy. One great essential help to this 
will be the remonetization of silver. 

Mr. President, this country is identified with the precious metals 
by uncommon ties. The authors and founders of our system of gov- 
ernment understood and acted upon the great practical truth in the 
economy of human affairs that gold and silver were and must be tlie 
essential media of exchanges. These metals were the money and had 
been for hundreds of years of the conntry from which we sprang aud 
of all civilized countries ; they were the money of the colonies from 
their beginning ; they were indeed the only proper money ; they to- 
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gether made the standard, the measure of value, and contracts were | silver then it can destroy the right and power of the State to make 
nieasured and solved by them. gold and silver coin a legal tender in discharge of debts. The States 

Our Constitution is an eminently practical instrument; it was in- | may make gold and silver such legal tender. How can this be 
tended to provide for general purposes and to compass general ends— | if Congress can at will demonetize those metals? It has been held 


purposes and ends common and necessary to all the States and allthe | by the courts that Congress may declare gold and silver coin a 
people. It was framed in view of the vast diversity of circumstances, | legal tender. This has been questioned, but it has never been held 
the multiplicity of wants and necessities of society. that Congress can demonetize gold and silver. Suppose Congress 
lt was intended to establish and secure what the American people | should not designate any coin as a legal tender, could it be questioned 
might need incommon. Those who devised it well understood the | that a State has the complete right in that case to make gold and 
industrial, commercial, and business relations of men. They were | silver a legal tender? Plainly not. If the right and power in the 
well informed in the science of government and had practical knowl- | State exist then I ask whence the power in Congress to abridge or 
edge of the necessity for money—gold and silver—in making ex- | divest or divert them? 
changes. They well understood that gold and silver were the money It may be said that, after all, this objection to the power of Congress 
of commerce throughout the business world, with the certain prospect | is not practical, because Congress may refuse to coinsilver. This sug- 
that these metals would so remain indefinitely in the future. They | gestion is scarcely specious, for, first, the Constitution provides that, 
knew, too, the absolute necessity for some legal tender in discharge | whatever else may be, gold and silver coin shall be the legal-tender 
of all debts and money obligations. One of the great purposes of the | money. These may be justly styled the constitutional legal-tender 
Union was to establish interstate commerce and foreign commerce | money. Secondly, the States having the right or being required to 
common alike to all the States. An essential incident—element—of | provide such legal tender, then there is a manifest implied obligation 
such business intercourse is money, acommon, established measure of | and command resting on Congress to provide such coin, and, while 
values. How natural, then, that a provision for money—a money com- | Congress has the physical power to refuse to provide for the coinage 
mon to all the States, a standard of value of all the States—should be | of silver, it has no right to so refuse, any more than it has the right 
prov ided? And such money—the money of commerce, the money of | to refuse to provide for the organization of the judiciary, or the elec 
the Constitution—has been provided for in such way as to put it be- | tion of a President, or to exercise any power conferred upon it, or to 
yond the lawful authority and power of Congress, or any Federal or | refuse to discharge any duty enjoined upon it. 
State authority, under avy circumstances, to destroy or abandon it. Mr. SARGENT. Will the Seuator allow me to ask him a question ? 
I well understand the meaning, force, and compass of the language Mr. MERRIMON. I will. 
I have just employed and the substance of which I now repeat: the Mr. SARGENT. Suppose platinum should be discovered in large 
Constitution establishes gold and silver coin as the money, the essen- | quantities, (and it is a well-known fact that except for its scarcity it 
tial money of this country, and neither Congress nor the States can | would make a good money and it would be desirable to coin)—sup- 
lawfully abolish or abridge it as money. I ask the special attention | pose, I say, platinum should be discovered in great quantities so that 
of those who hear me to the very brief argument I now wish to sub- | it became exceedingly desirable to coin it, does the Senator hold that 
mit in support of this declaration. I believe my view is the correct | there would be no power under the constitutional provision for Cou- 
one, and I shall be glad to hear any one who can show the contrary. | gress to make money of platinum, coin it as such, and discontinue 
I pass by any question of the power of Congress to invest anything | the use of other metals? Or, further to illustrate, the Constitution 
other than gold and silver coin with a legal-tender capacity in the | gives power to Congress to maintaina Navy. A steam Navy was 
discharge of debts and all money obligations. However this may be, | unknown at the time the Constitution was adopted ; all our vessels 
gold and silver coin, and the one as much and in the same measure as | were sailing-vessels. Suppose that Congress should in its wisdom 
the other, are established and secured by the Constitution as the legal- | substitute entirely a steam Navy instead of the Navy known to our 
tender money of this country. Congress has no power conferred, in | fathers, I inquire whether the constitutional provision in regard to 
terms or by necessary or reasonable implication, to demonetize either | the Navy would prevent the employment of steam-vessels or of any 
gold or silver, and it may well be questioned whether the States sev- | other improvements which science might indicate. I use that simply 
erally have any such power. as an illustration of the other idea in reference to platinum. 
The Constitution provides that— Mr. MERRIMON. My first answer to the question propounded by 
The Congress shall have power * * * to coin money, regulate the value the Senator from California is that there is no limitation on the power 
thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures; * * * | of Congress, either in terms or by implication, to make ships for the 
to provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of Navy out of anything they choose. The Constitution does not pro- 
the I nited weaee. oe : vide that the ships shall be wooden ships; it does not provide that 
This is the only clause of the Constitution which confers power | they shall be iron ships; but if there were a provision in the Constitu- 
over the subject of coinage and coin, and, taken alone, plainly it con- | tion that required that the Navy should be made of ships of iron or of 
fers no power to provide a legal-tender pee in coin, The term | wood I apprehend in that case Congress would have no power to pro- 
“money” does not imply necessarily the egal-tender capacity, nor | vide otherwise. And so in reference to the first suggestion the Senator 
does the phrase “ to coin money.” This simply means to stamp with | makes, it will be observed that in the outset of this argument J ex- 
certain form and marks the metal as provided by law. Congress | pressly pretermitted the question as to the power of Congress to 
may provide a coinage that has no legal-tender capacity, as in the | make anything other than gold and silver a legal tender. 1 do not 
case of our minor coins of copper and the trade-dollar; nor does the | enter into that discussion at all. It is not necessary for my purpose 
phrase, “regulate the value thereof and of foreign coin,” imply to| now. I am free to admit that Congress would have power to provide 
confer the legal-tender capacity. This means to provide by statute | for the coinage of platinum. I do not doubt that at all. But the 
that a particular coin of a specified weight and fineness represents a | point I make is this: that the power to make gold and silver a legal 
fixed value, and this as much of foreign as domestic coins. Legal- | tender is either in the States or it is fixed in the Constitution, (and I 
tender capacity is not and never was, in this or any country, a neces- | think that is the better view;) and, whatever else Congress may 
sary incident to coinage of any kind. The clause of the Constitution | make a legal tender, it cannot demonetize gold and silver. They 
cited does not purport to confer such power on Congress. If it had | must remain, and therefore | said in the outset of my argument that, 
been. intended to confer such power generally, then the words “to | whatever may be the power of Congress over other metals, so far as 
provide that the same shall be a legal tender in payment of debts,” | gold and silver are concerned, the power is in the States to make 
or like words in substance, would have been inserte:l, so as to read: | them a legal tender, or else perforce of the Constitution they are a 
“Coin money, make the same a legal tender in payment of debts,” &c. | Jegal tender; and now I am going to show that Congress cannot «scape 
The power in Congress, if indeed it exists at all, to declare gold | the obligation to make them so. 





and silver coin a legal tender in discharge of debts, is conferred by If Congress will not provide silver coin, such refusal or neglect, if 
the clause of the Constitution just cited, taken in connection with | my viewis correct, will be a plain, gross, and criminal violation of the 
the clause which I will now read: Constitution. Congress has no right to exercise, or to refuse to exer- 

_No State shall * * ™~ coin money, emit bills of credit, make any but gold and | cise, its powers, arbitrarily, any more than acourt. To arbitrarily re- 
silver coin a tender in payment of debts. fuse to exercise a power is as gross a violation of the Constitution as 


Now, at and before the adoption of the Constitution the several | to pervert a power. Congress is bound tu exercise the power, to pro- 
States had absolute power over the subject of coinage, except to reg- | vide in a reasonable way and to a reasonable extent, silver coinage, 
ulate the alloy and value of coin struck by them, and particularly to | because silver, by the Constitution, is one of the legal-tender coins of 
designate what should constitute a legal tender in discharge of debts. | this country; and, if it will not, then there isa subversion of one of 
The Constitution, however, by the provision just cited limited this | the powers of the Government. 
power of the States so that they could only provide that gold and Thirdly. Suppose great quantities of silver coin should be brought to 
silver coin should be such legal tender. This clause seems to be man- | this from other countries, if this perforee of the Constitution should 
datory to the States, to imply that the States shall make gold and | not become legal tender, the States might make it so. Can this be 
silver such legal tender; but, if this is not so, it plainly, manifestly, | questioned? And because this is so, is it not plain that it would be 
implies that a legal tender must be provided, and that the States | the duty of Congress, in aid of the Constitution or the right and power 
shall make either gold or silver coin such legal tender. Before the | of the States, to regulate the value of this coin, to the end that the 
Constitution the power of the States was unlimited, now the power | several States, the country might use it as legal tender? ‘The notion 


is limited to gold and silver coin. that Congress may exercise such powers as that now under discussion 
If Congress can demonetize silver it can plainly destroy the power | as it will is false, fallacious, and fatal. 1 ; 
and right of the State to make silver coin a legal tender. If it can The suggestion that Congress may refuse absolutely in its discretion 


demonetize gold it can destroy the right and power of the State to | to coin gold or silver, or to regulate the value of coin and of foreign 
make gold coin a legal tender ; if it can demonetize both gold and ! coin, is shocking to the legal mind. But, it may be asked, who shall 
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be the judge of how much coin shall be made ? 
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Frankly, I say Con- 
but this does not imply an arbitrary exercise of this discretion. 
It means a reasonable exercise of it. Congress is bound to supply 
reasonably the demands and wants of the country. 

The early legislation of Congress on the subject of coinage and legal 
tender conformed with the Constitution and the view of it I have just 
submitted. Until 1853, all silver coins, of whatever denomination, and 
all gold coins were a legal tender in discharge of all debts, and as 
early as 1793 Congress passed an act regulating the value of foreign 
gold and silver coins. And the circumstances of the country in the 
past have not been such as tosuggest or require scrutiny of the powers 
of Congress over coinage further than to provide coin. 

It appears to me conclusive that either, first, the power to make 
gold and silver coin a legal tender in payment of debts is absolutely 
in the States, or if this is not so, then, second, by the tenor and spirit 
and perforce of the Constitution, such coins are such legal tender, 
and in either case, Congress has no power to demonetize either of 
these coins. 

But it is the duty of Congress, in aid of the power and rights of the 
States, or in aid of and in execution of the power of the Constitution, 
to coin both gold and silver in reasonable quantities to serve the pur- 
poses of legal-tender money. 

Congress, as early as 1792, made provision for a mint and coinage 
of both gold and silver. There were coins of both metals and of 
various denominations, some of the silver coins very small, and all 
these coins continued to be a legal tender for all sums until 1853, 
when silver coins less than $1 were made subsidiary coin and a legal 
tender for sums not greater than $5. Whether Congress had the 
power to so demonetize the small silver coins may be questioned, 
but it is not necessary now to do so. The silver dollar of 1792 con- 
tained 416 grains of standard weight, and the ratio between gold and 
silver was fixed at 1 of the former for 15 of the latter. This ratio 
was afterward changed by acts of 1834 and 1837, so that it was 
fixed at 1 to 15.988, substantially 1 to 16, and the weight of the silver 
dollar was. made 412} grains of standard silver. This dollar con- 
tinued to exist as a legal tender for all sums until 1873, when the act 
demonetizing silver became a law. Now we have no legal-tender 
silver dollar according to the accepted view of the powers of Con- 
gress, and silver coins of a less denomination than $1 are made sub- 
sidiary and a legal tender for sums not greater than $5. 

As I have before said, it has been alleged that the act so demone- 
tizing silver was passed surreptitiously. Ido not say so, but I am 
very sure that the people were not advertent to the bill which be- 
came a law when it was before Congress, and I do not hesitate to 
declare that in my judgment so much of the act as affected silver 
coinage was and is unjust, very unwise, and injurious to the people 
and the Government. The injury cannot be wholly repaired. It 
may be iv part, and I trust it will be. 

It is intended by the present bill to restore the silver dollar and 
invest it with full legal-tender power. Ought this to be done? I 
frankly say that the question is a grave one and not entirely free 
from embarrassment. My judgment, however, is that the silver dol- 
lar weighing 4124 grains standard silver ought to be restored and in- 
vested with full legal-tender power, and I will submit brietly some 
of the reasons upon which my opinion rests. 

This dollar had been the dollar of our Government for thirty-six 
years without exception or disturbance, nor was it suggested that 
the ratio betweeen gold and silver was unjust or unwise. Indeed, 
at the time it was abolished it was worth from 2 to 3 per cent. more 
than a gold dollar. 

In its relation to gold I believe it was the best coin in the world, 
excepting perhaps the Mexican dollar. It was in truth the pure, 
honest money of the people; they knew it; it suited their conven- 
ience; it was simple, certain; it was popular with the masses of men, 
and when they could get it, they treasured it. It is true it was not 
coined to the same extent the smaller coins were, but the latter were 
as good as the dollar down to 1853. The Mexican dollar circulated 
to a large extent in our country because our dollar was not so plen- 
tiful as the popular demand required. This money is well adapted 
in its nature, its durability, its certainty, to the transaction of the 
great bulk of ordinary transactions, especially outside of the great 
cities; it suits the country business. 

But, sir, a great and controlling reason why this dollar ought to be 
re-established in our coinage is, that the vast volame of debt, aggre- 
gating many billions of dollars, owed by our national and State gov- 
ernments, our corporations and people, were for the most part con- 
tracted with the understanding and engagement that the same might 
be paid by this dollar as well as by the gold dollar. I have already 
alluded to this view in another part of my remarks, and will not 
much enlarge upon it now. It was certainly understood by the 
creditor as well as the debtor that silver might be used as well as 
gold. 

It was not contemplated by any one that gold alone should be used 
in payment of these vast debts. It is right, just, and proper to pay 
all that we owe, but it is not just to the debtor Government, the 
debtor people, to force them to pay more than they owe by appreci- 
ating one kind of money and abolishing another of the same dignity, 
and which both creditor and debtor had in view at the time the debt 
was created. I have already shown the general effect of demonetiz- 
ing silver. Tous itmust be rainons. Our condition will grow worse 
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and worse if we persist in the course of legislation which has }., 

pursued uniformly since the war in favor of the public credito,—j,. 
deed all creditors free from debt, and those fortunate enough to oy, 
| gold and gold-bearing securities. 

It is said, however, conceding all I have said to be true, that jg 
silver is to be remonetized the dollar ought to contain more than 
412} grains of standard silver, because silver bullion has declined j, 
value in the markets of the world, so that a silver dollar of th, 

weight and fineness is not worth as much as a gold dollar by & oy 9 
per cent., and the consequence will be to drive all the gold in this 
country, coined and uncoined, out of it, except so much as may be 
used for manufacturing purposes. It is said that although ip js; 
this silver dollar was a legal tender and worth 2 or 3 per cent. more 
than a gold dollar, still the demonetization of silver in this county, 
and in Germany, and other circumstances, have caused the bullion price 
of silver to decline in value; but these and other causes have cause 
gold to advance in value by increasing the demand for it. Now, | 

frankly admit that ordinarily the cheaper coin drives out of circula- 

tion the dearer and better coin. If one owes a dollar and can pay it 

with a silver dollar worth really but ninety cents, he will do 0, 

rather than in a gold dollar worth a hundred cents; he will keep the 

gold and sell it either to the person who wants to send it abroad, or 

to be melted and used in manufacturing. 

If I were certain that a silver dollar containing 4124 grains would 

drive the gold out of circulation, I am free to say, I would insist upon 
making the silver dollar heavier by increasing the pure silver in i; 
I do not desire to establish the single silver standard of value, much 
less do I wish to drive gold out of the country. What I wish to do 
is to establish both gold and silver coin as the standard of value, to 
make these two coins so nearly equal in value as that they will be 
interchangeable the one for the other, so that this country may hay: 
a larger volume of money, a larger basis of coin to support a paper 
currency convertible always into coin, to restore contidence, to reviv: 
our depressed industries of all kinds, restore and enlarge our cow- 
merce, and expedite the development of our vast resources in all sec- 
tions of the Union, and be the better able to pay the debt, public and 
private, to which I have so often made reference. 

But I do not concede that the proposed silver dollar will be worth 
less than a gold dollar. It was worth more than a gold dollar when 
it was abolished, and while I am not certain beyond question that to 
remonetize it will restore it to equal value with the gold dollar or so 
nearly so as to make the two coins interchangeable, the one for the 
other, there are striking facts that lead me to believe that this de- 
sirable result will follow. 

We are constantly told that silver has depreciated, but that is not 
a true or fair way to speak. If silver has depreciated gold has cor- 
respondingly appreciated. Let silver be remonetized and thus appre- 
ciated te.a normal state and gold will depreciate to a normal state. 
If silver has gone down the same causes have made gold go up. 

I am aware that silver bullion has apparently declined in value, 
but the causes of this are local and, in my judgment, temporary. In 
1873 it was demonetized in this country, and so it has been in Ge 
many; and while this has a temporary effect to depreciate silver, that 
cannot last long, it seems to me that the surplus silver in Germany— 
we have none here—will soon be absorbed by the demand for it in 
several European states and India and China, and, I may add, in this 
country too, if the pending bill shall become a law. This country 
alone could take easily the $80,000,000 of silver Germany has to spare, 
if, indeed, she can spare any. The demand in the world for the pre- 
cious metals never was supplied. All the gold and silver in the 
world, if it were coined, could make but a small percentage of the 
exchanges that are forever going on. And until this shall be so—and 
there shall be a large surplus of gold or silver in that case—there can- 
not, it seems to me, be any permanent depreciation of one metal below 
the other, unless the plan projected to establish the universal gold 
standard of value shall unhappily prevail. 

Two things will tend powerfully to make the proposed dollar of 
4124 grains equal to a gold doilar: First, making it a full legal-tender 
in payment of all debts will cause it to appreciate here, and indeed 
everywhere. The legal-tender capacity adds materially to the value of 
the coin, not only in the country where it is made a legal tender, but 
everywhere. This is the addition of a capacity that is valuable in 
coin. I shall not be surprised to see this silver dollar in a very brief 
while within 1 or 2 per cent. of gold, perhaps quite equal to it. Sec- 
ondly, the remonetization of silver in this country will at once and 
continuously, for a long time to come, increase the demand for silver 
bullion, and this increase of demand will increase the price of the 
bullion in the market, and very considerably ; no one, not even the 
most experienced, can say exactly how much. I may add another 
consideration that will tend to enhance the value of silver bullion 
in the markets of the world. The project of establishing a univer- 
sal gold standard has within the last few years made such headway 
that this has no doubt to some extent depressed the value of silver 
bullion. If this country shall retrace its steps it will put a substantia! 
check upon that project, and thus the price of silver will in some 
measure be advanced. ; 

The coinage alone of the precious metals adds materially to their 
value. The stamp of Government fixing and indicating certain value 
makes the metal convenient, useful everywhere. This trath is well 
illustrated in the case of the Mexican dollar. It contains 41744 grains 
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troy, it has no legal-tender capacity in our country, and still it is 
worth here in gold 99.8 cents. This is a good coin and popular, and 
what else but the fact that it is coin gives it such increased value ? 


| know it has been said that France is looking to the demonetiza- | fied, because he, or some one for him, pays for goods purchased with 
PF as a , | American goods sold, and the balance of trade js largely in our favor. 
that direction. The suggestion is purely speculative, and not founded | But I do not intend to make an apology for cheap money, and do not 


B 


tion of silver, but France has done nothing, said nothing looking in 


upon fact. In fact, the double standard of value has saved France; 
it has enabled that country, within a comparatively short while after 
its late war with Germany, to pay the vast indemnity to Germany and 
return to specie payments, as we might, ought to have done easily, by 
a proper course of action, long ago. 

It isan unwarranted assumption that the silver dollar will drive 
gold out of this country and keep it from coming here. It is said so— 
repeated a thousand times a day—but no adequate or satisfactory 
reason is given for the declaration. And, on the contrary, we have 
before us a striking example that goes to show the contrary. The 
ratio between gold and silver in France is 1 to 154. In our country 
it is substantially 1to16. So that the disparity between gold and 
silver in France is greater than in this country. Yet in France sil- 
ver and gold are alike legal tender, and that country keeps in circu- 
lation from $300,000,000 to $400,000,000 of silver coin, and at the same 
time nearly double that amount of gold. In July last the Bank of 
France had $150,000,000 of silver ‘and $277,000,000 gold. Now, I ask 


why does this cheap silver coin not drive out the gold from France? | 


So far from it, gold and silver are interchangeable. It is said that 
France has stopped the coinage of silver—has thus limited the vol- 
ume. It has stopped the free coinage of silver, it is true; but the fact 
remains that gold and silver coin with the ratio of 1 to 154 both cir- 
culate and are interchangeable—the gold about doubling the silver 
in quantity. 

With free coinage, taking the full capacity of our mints, about 
$40,000,000 annually, it would take years to supply our country with 
silver as France is. Now, why should we anticipate results different 
from those experienced by France under like circumstances? It is true 
much of our public debt is abroad, while that of France is at home and 
owned by herown people. It issaid that half the people of that coun- 
try have money in the public funds. It ought to be so here, and we 
are told that our bonds are coming home. Let them come; let Con- 
gress provide for encouraging the masses of the people, those who 
patronize savings-banks and lose their money thereby, to invest their 
savingsin thesafesecurities of the Government, thus adding anelement 
of great strength to our system of government. But while we send 


gold abroad to pay interest on a part of the public debt, the balance | 


of trade is largely on our side with a certain prospect that it will in- 
crease and indefinitely in the future; we will soon bring in as much 
gold and silver as we may send out. I see no reason why we may 
not confidently hope for as good fortune as France has experienced, 
even if the silver dollar and gold dollar shall not come together and 
be interchangeable, as I hope they will. 

No just argument can be derived from the condition of the paper 
currency of our country since the late war for the purpose of show- 
ing the effect of a depreciated currency on the precious metals; and 
for the reason that gold and silver coins have been in circulation 
searcely at all. We have used them for only two purposes—to pay 
customs duties and the interest on the public debt. It cannot be 
said that we have bad any specie circulation. If the greenback and 
the gold dollar were together to-day we could not resume specie pay- 
ments, and for the plain reason, as every intelligent person knows, 
there is not a sufficiency of gold in the country to warrant it. Before 
we can successfully resume we must do as France has done, supply 
our Treasury, our banks, and the people with gold and silver in 
reasonable measure. 

Those who oppose the silver dollar make a lame effort to excite 
the laboring classes against it, by suggesting that if a man works for 
a dollar a day he will get but ninety cents. This is threadbare soph- 
istry and cannot deceive anybody. I trust the dollar will be worth 
one hundred cents, but suppose it should be worth but ninety cents, 
the laborer will know the fact, and when he works for nominally a 
dollar he will understand as readily as those who employ tais lame 
argument, that in fact he works for ninety cents and that is the price 
he in fact demands in the case put for his labor. If he intended to 
realize one dollar—one hundred cents in gold—for his labor, he would 
ask the nominal price of $1.10. This is not only so of labor, but every 
thing else, and while it is better and desirable, highly so, to have 
every dollar actually worth its face value, it is not fair or true to say 
that the absence of it, as in the supposed case of our silver coin, will 
prove ruinous to the laboring-man or any one else. 

It is, I repeat, of great importance in point of convenience to have 


money as good as the best in the world, but I am sure that sacrifice | 


and ruin do not necessarily follow the evil of a cheaper money, as is 
alleged. Take it, for the argument, that our money is cheaper than 
English money. If the cotton planter or the merchant in Charleston 
or Savannah shall sell his cotton in London, he sells for English 
money and he receives English money if he wants it; but, if he pre- 
fers, he can resolve English funds into Federal funds in the case I 
put and what has he lost ? Heonly receives a larger amount in propor- 
tion,of the cheaper money. If the merchant buys goods and pays in 
the cheaper money he pays more but advisedly ; he understands how 
to make allowances for differences in character and purchasing power 
of money, and this runs through all transactions. 
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If the New York merchant shall buy in London and pay cash, onr 
money, and ours is cheaper, then the price of exchange must be added, 
and in this there would be detriment; but this is greatly magni 


want it in the sense spoken of. I only wish to say that the suggested 
evils are magnitied. It is better to have cheaper money than idle, 
starving laborers and closed workshops and manufactories and dead 
enterprise. With cheaper money we can always get dearer money 
at its value. 

It has been suggested and urged zealously that the remonetization 
of silver will impair the credit of the Government, and therefore we 
cannot borrow money at 4 per cent. interest. Mr. President, I do not 
believe in the truth of this suggestion. Our 4 per cent. bonds are 
better, payable interest and principal in gold or silver, than the best 
European security. In those countries where our bonds are taken 
invested capital does not receive high rates of interest—less than 4 
per cent. Our bonds will be sought after; of this I feel the strong- 
est confidence. But, sir, if it shall be otherwise, our own country- 
men ought to take them—can, will take them. The money now 
invested in savings-banks can be more safely invested in small Gov- 
ernment securities, and they ought to be in every family in the Union 
if it were possible. In France it is esteemed a compliment to own 
government funds. Let it be so here. I wish that every man could 
feel and realize that he is not only bound to our system of govern- 
ment by the ordinary ties of government, but also that he has a 
direct pecuniary interest in it, embracing both the States and Federal 
Government. Then our system were omnipotent to preserve its own 
existence and shower unmeasured blessings on the people. 

Sir, lam not unfriendly to capital. I recognize and will always 
uphold and sustain its just claims. But it must recognize the just 
claims of labor. The interests of capital and labor are common each 
to the other, and each must deal frankly, fairly, and justly with the 
other. They must share alike in the earnings, the production of labor. 
If capital shall by way of interest or in any other way, absorb all the 
wealth that is made, then the laborer must remain poor and wretched. 
I believe that the exactions of capital have been too great in this 
country for a long while past. The industries of the country cannot 
afford to pay to capital 10 nor 8 per cent.; they cannot pay in my 
judgment more than 6 per cent., if that. It is of the last importance 
that capital and labor harmonize and co-operate, and there can be no 
substantial prosperity in the country without such harmony and co- 
operation. 

It is said, after all, how can remonetizing silver relieve the distresses 
of the people and restore prosperity? Sir, I will be frank—I would 
not deceive the people if Icould. I do not hope that the restoration 
of the silver dollar will bring complete relief or restore at once gen- 
eral prosperity, but it will in my judgment greatly help—it will be 
an important step in the right direction; it will execute in an im- 
portant respect, the Constitution ; it will give to the masses of peo- 
ple the money of the Constitution ; it will give to them money that 
has essential value—not a mere promise to pay, but actual money ; it 
will swell the volume of the precious metals, and create a basis of 
established money value upon which may rest a paper currency as 
good as gold or silver, everywhere within the limits of the Union ; 
it will help to prepare the country for the resumption of specie 
payments, and in my judgment it will arrest that unnatural and 
forced contraction of the volume of money which has in large de: 
gree created and promoted the evils that everywhere prey upon the 
country ; it will make our monetary system our own. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. Mr. President, the financial question is without 
doubt the most important subject that will interest Congress the 
I do not know that I shall be able to add materially 
to what has already been said on this subject of remonetizing silver 
and restoring it to its former position as a legal tender. Neverthe- 
less I shall beg the indulgence of the Senate while I present a few 
reasons why I shall oppose the amendments proposed by the different 
Senators and vote for the bill so far as its provisions in regard to 
remonetization are concerned just as it came from the House. 

If I for one moment could be made to believe that by supporting 
the bill I was in any way aiding in doing an act of injustice to those 
to whom our Government is indebted I would at once abandon the 
idea of giving even the semblance of support to the measure. But, 
sir, when I legislate simply to add to the currency of the country an 
additional amount of the same kind of constitutional coin that the 
law provided. for when these debts were created, I conceive that no 
wrong is being done, but that on the contrary, I would in thus leg- 
islating be increasing the means wherewith to meet these obligations, 


| thus making their payment the more certain. 


The amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON] 
proposes to make the silver dollar consist of 420 grains of silver, nine- 
tenths fine; and amendments of other Senators propose changes of 
alike character, but all fixing it at higherfigures. If 1 believed, sir, 
that the remonetization of silver of the same weight and fineness pos- 


| sessed by it before the act of Febrnary, 1473, was passed, would not 


have the effect to restore the silver dollar to its old position side by 
side with gold, I might be disposed to vote for his, or some similar 
amendment. But, sir, I do believe that the restoration of the old dol- 
lar will have that effect; and I further believe that the main reason 
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for the great decline in silver in the European markets has grown 
out of the fact that the United States have demonetized silver, aud 
out of the other fact that the United States had been producing more 


silver than in former years; and that, on this latter account, an alarm ver or gold would be used than would be necessary for the | 


was created upon the supposition that the world would soon be flooded 


with silver. And even now, sir, there is an idea prevalent in many | 


parts of Europe, that oursilver production is largely in excess of the 
real facts. 

If any one has any doubts about the demonetization act of 1873 hav- 
ing had much to do with the depreciation of silver in the markets of 
Europe, let him turn to the tables and figures showing the prices of 
silver bullion in London in prior years and there see when the de- 
cline took place. It is my opinion that he will at once concede the 


fact that that act was the primary cause of the decline. From the | 


year 1850 up to and including the year 1272 silver bullion was never 
less than sixty pence per ounce in the London market, and the aver- 
age price for those twenty-two years was a large fraction over sixty- 
one pence, which made our silver dollar during the whole of those 


twenty-two years a large premium over gold—the average premium | 


for the whole of that time being over 2 percent. But, sir, beginning 
with the year 1873, the year in which the act stoppivg the further 
coinage of the legal-tender dollar was passed, silver declined in the 
London market to the average price that year of a little over fifty- 
nine pence, and continued gradually to decline, until in 1876 it sold 
as low as fifty-three pence, and is worth now I believe about fifty- 
five pence. And now I ask if the United States Government can 
afford any longer to assist in bearing the market of her own produc- 
tion? Sir, I think not. 

rhe amendments proposed by several of the Senators to the effect 


that the silver dollar shall be made a legal tender for small amounts | 


only I will most certainly oppose with all the powers with which I 
am possessed. I want no more depreciated currency. In my opin- 
ion, sir, the greatest mistake that was made in all the financial acts 
of Congress was in not making the paper money receivable for all 


debts and putting it on an equality with gold. That very act, while | 


it probably saved its tens of millioas to the Government that it would 
have had to pay to procure gold with which to pay the interest on 
our national debt, cost the people hundreds of millions by the addi- 
tional price that was put upon all imported goods, 

Let us look at the operation of this system fora moment. When 


imported goods were received in New York the duties had to be paid | 
in gold, the merchant knowing that his customers from the country | 


would pay for the goods in greenbacks, which, asis well known, were 


at a large discount, amounting on an average for the last ten years | 


to more than 17 per cent. and in the last thirteen years on an average 
to over 23 per cent. 

Now all this additional cost was put a the goods before selling 
to the country trade; and when you add to this the percentage re- 
quired by the retailer it can easily be seen that a very large part of 
the cost of all imported goods was paid by the consumer to meet the 
discount on the paper currency. Then I beg of the Senate to give 
to the country no more depreciated currency, as it certainly will do 


tender. Let us not commit another mistake by creating a third dis- 
tinction of inequality in the currency of the Government, but make 


the silver dollar in all respects a legal equivalent of gold. Either | 


make silver equal to gold, so far as the law can do it, or blot it out 
of the list of coins of the country. What is right and proper for the 
retail dealer should be the same for the wholesale dealer. There 
should be no difference made in the value of the money circulated by 
the Government; it should be so regulated as to affect all interests 
alike. 

I believe, sir,in a return to specie payments at as early a day as is 
practicable. Had I been in Congress when the bill was passed, in 


February, 1875, fixing a day for a return to specie payments I would | 


not have voted for it, but now that most of the damage that such a 
law was calculated to do has already been felt, and severely felt it 
was, I am inclined to the opinion that it would be well to try and 


carry out the law, and to this end I want silver remonetized and | 
made a legal tender for all sums and for all kinds of debts; and with | 


this added to our stock of gold I shall feel safe in the undertaking. 
But if we have to provide for all our indebtedness in gold I shall 
have such fears of failure that I would, rather than risk it, favor a 
sepeal of that act. With gold and silver, both being legal tenders, I 
shall have no fears of the Government being ready to resume by the 
day fixed, January 1, 1879. 

The laws of the United States of 1834 and 1837, recognizing gold 
as sixteen times the value of silver, put the relative value of gold 
above that adopted by any other commercial nation, none other so far 
as I am informed making it higher than 15} to 1; so that I cannot 
see the necessity of the amendments of Senators to this bill giving a 
atill greater relative value of gold by increasing the number of grains 
in the silver dollar. Again, this increased difference would widen 
the distance between our ratio of the values of the two metals and 
that recognized by the Latin union, and thus make it more difficult 
for us to ever agree with the upion upon an international standard. 

It is my opinion, sir, if Congress were now to reinstate silver to its 
former legal-tender position, that no inconvenience whatever to trade 
would be experienced in consequence of the quantity that would be 
put into circulation. Neither gold nor silver would be used to any 
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great extent as a circulating medium, and especially in the ¢i;; 
les, 


. * All 
of currency used in making all exchanges, and no more of either « . 


; . ; MITPose 
of convenience in making small change. Most of the coin sealt “ 


into the vaults of the Treasury and of banks for the redemption of 
the paper money when demanded, and thus exchanges would zo : : 
without inconvenience or loss to anybody. —— 
I have no confidence in the remarks I so often hear made, that 
per cent. or 8 per cent. or any other large percentage would be 
depositors in savings-hanks, or by anybody else, if silver be remo, 
etized. Why should it be so, Mr. President? To-day the greenback 
paper dollar is worth ninety-eight cents in gold while a silver do}) ur 
is said to be worth about ninety-two cents. Why this differenen? 
Is not silver, that has an intrinsic and marketable value of pin: 
two cents without being coined, worth as much as the rag and |,ynp- 
black on which the greenback isstamped? It is this, Mr. Presiden; - 
The Government has indorsed the paper dollar and has said it s\\q}] 
be taken for all kinds of debts, “except duties on imports and inter 


10 
lost by 


| est on the public debt,” while this same Government has said by the 


act of February, 1873, that silver shall not be taken as a legal-tenider 
for more than $5 in any one payment! This, sir, is the reason why 
silver to-day is lower in the markets than greenbacks. : 

My friend from Michigan [ Mr. CHRISTIANCY ] admitted in his speech 


| the other day that silver would rise in the market up to, as he thought. 


ninety-five cents. Why limit it to ninety-five cents, when, if remo. 
etized, it would answer all the purposes of gold? Does he suppose 
that the business men of the country who are importing goods or 
who have debts of any other character to pay would pay gold when 
they could purchase silver, even at ninety-nine cents to the dollar, 
which would count to them one hundred cents? To suppose such an 
action is, I think, to very much undervalue the business tact and 


| sagacity of the people who have occasion to use large sums in the 


transactions of their business. Suppose, Mr. President, that in 1273, 
instead of demonetizingsilver,Congress had demonetized gold, and that 
to-day the silver dollar, as it was given us by the fathers, was the only 
money that would pay import duties and interest on the public debi, 
will any one pretend to say that to-day silver would not be worth 
more than gold? The fact is, the depreciation of silver is mainly due 
to the act of Congress in driving it out of existence as a legal tender. 
Then what is wanting to restore it to its former position? It is sim- 
ply nothing more nor less than to put it where it was found on the 
ist day of January, 1873. Let the Government remonetize silver to- 
day, indorse it and make it receivable for all debts the same as gold, 
and to-morrow the silver dollar will be worth more than greenbacks, 
and will be worth within a small fraction of a cent of gold, and all 
this fright that has been created with the depositors in savings-banks 


| and with others will have passed away as a dream ; and in doing this 


there can be no violation of a legal obligation or the abandonment 
of a moral principle. 
Even in London, the recognized center for regulating the values 


| of bullion, the best business men are taking a more hopeful and a 
if it limits the amount for which the silver dollar shall be a legal | 


more reasonable view, as I would think, of the effect of the change 
than many of our own people. As an instance of this, I present the 
following view of the situation, given by one of the leading bankers 
in London, and taken from a late number of the London Times. He 
says: 

Attentive consideration of the probable effect of silver remonetization in A mer- 
ica would probably do much to calm down any alarm that may have been raised 
by hasty talk about “repudiation’’ and the like. In the first place, it is necessary 
to separate altogether the “silver” men from the “soft-money” partisans of the 
agricultural States of the interior. ‘Lhis bill for the remonetization of silver has 
little or nothing to do with projects for the issue of unlimited paper, except so far 
as the passing of the measure might do much to render such issue useless. Repu- 
diation is a word that can in no sense apply strictly to the United States. Suppos 
ing it should decree silver as the sole lawful money to-morrow, and we doubt 
whether bondholders would lose much by the change. At the present price of sil- 
ver, say fifty-five pence per ounce, the loss to the bondholder would be much smaller 
than is commonly a If paid off at par in gold in New York, bis one-thou 
sand-dollar bond would be worth £206 4s. in London, and if paid in silver it would 
be worth £191 12s., a difference of £14 12s., or 74 per cent. only, and it is not fora 
moment to be supposed that the difference would remain so great for a single day 
were silver again ‘‘monetized."” We should probably see it at once jump. to fully 
five shillings per ounce, at which price the above loss would be nearly obliterat« d. 

It is not my purpose now, Mr. President, to enter into an inquiry 
as to why the act was passed demonetizing silver, but to deal with 
the question as I find it, and to do all I can to atone for the wrong 
done by using all honorable means to restore the law as it was before 
that act was passed. I have no doubt that there were many who 
thought from the rapid increase in silver bullion about the time that 
law was passed that silver would become so pay that it would be 
worth but little; but the increase in the silver production has not 
for the last few years kept pace with the increase that was realized, 
say from 1870 to 1873. In 1870 the whole product of silver in the 
United States was about sixteen millions, while in 1872, just the year 
before this demonetization act was passed, it reached the large sum 
of twenty-eight millions, and I have no doubt that this rapid in- 
crease had much to do with frightening some parties into the belief 
that their only safety consisted in dropping silver from the currency 
as anything more than a token. : 

But, sir, the result has shown that the great increase then realized 
was not to be kept up, for since that date the increase in the produc- 
tion of silver has been quite moderate, and not in the same propor- 
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tion to the increase in gold as compared with the years to which I | 
have allnded. Had the increase continued as shown, say, from 1870, | 
or a few years prior thereto, up to 1873, there might have been some 
cause for the fear of an oversupply; but, even had that been the 
ease, it seems to me that the United States should have been the last 
country to strike down its own industries and its own products. Who 
would have thought a few years ago, when silver was commanding 
a large premium over legal-tender paper, that in so short a time the 
mey power of the country would have been petitioning Congress 
repudiate silver and drive it out of existence as a legal-tender coin? 
my people demand the remonetization of silver, not only because 
it has heretofore been one of the legal and constitutional currencies 
of the country, but also on the sensible ground that it is a produc- 
tion of our own country, that this ore is found in abundance in our 
own bills and mountains, and that therefore ours should be the last 
Government to demonetize and destroy the legal value of silver or 
even lessen the amount and value of silver as an article of produc- 
tion. But even admitting all that can be said of the increase by the 
opponents of this bill, does any Senator believe that either England 
or Germany would have demonetized silver if they had been pro- 
ducers of it as we are? It seems to me, sir, a most unnatural thing 
that a government like ours should be the first to enact a law to 
cripple one of the most prolific sources of her wealth. 

Sir, this hue and cry about our being overburdened with silver if | 
this bill becomes a law is nothing more nor less than a scarecrow. It 
is all done to frighten the people, and I suppose to frighten the Senate 
too. Why, sir, if all the mints in the United States were put at work 
to-day in coining silver dollars and were run day and night they could 
not produce even so much as one dollar to each person in the United 
States before the commencement of the next session of the present 
Congress; and, while it would add to the circulating medium and ben- 
efit the business of the country, the amount could not be large enough 
in the next year, or by the accumulation of several years, to create a 
reasonable fear on the part of the creditors of the Government that the 
bonds to any great number would be paid in silver instead of gold. 
Then why should there be such a desire to limit the coinage and why 
a desire to limit the operation of the silver bill to one year’s time, as 
has been suggested? Can it be for the purposes of speculation? It 
is this continual tinkering with the finances of the country, this con- 
stant changing of the laws regulating the same, that has created most 
of the distrust, inaction, and suffering among the people. It is better 
far to make no changes in the law and endure the ills we have than 
to be continually changing the law or limiting its operations to short 
periods. 

Mr. McCulloch, the English author, whose writings on political 
economy and other kindred subjects stand deservedly high in the lit- 
erary and financial world, in alluding to the damage to trade and 
commerce arising from the frequent changes in the values of coin, 
Bays: 

Owing, however, to improvements in the arts and to the exhaustion of old and 
the discovery of new mines, the value of the precious metals is necessarily incon- 
stant, though, if we except the effects produced in the sixteenth century by the 
discovery of the American mines, it does not appear to have varied so much at 
other times as might have been anticipated. 

Great mischief has, however, been repeatedly occasioned by the changes that 
have been made in most countries in the weight and sometimes also in the purity 
of coins; and since the impolicy of these changes has been recognized similar and 
still more extensive disorders have sprung from the improper use of substitutes 
for coins. It1s indeed quite obvious that no change can take place in the value of 
money without proportionally affecting the pecuniary conditions in all contracts 
and agreements. uch, however, of the influence of a change depends on its direc 
tion. An increase in the value of money is, for reasons that will afterward lx 
stated, uniformly more prejudicial in a public point of view than its diminution. 
The latter, though injurious to individuals, may sometimes be productive of 
national advantage ; but such can never be the case with the former. 

The effect of demonetizing silver was to immediately advance the 
price of gold in the market, and the disastrous effect of the same has 
been felt throughout our whole country. But let silver be again 
made a legal tender and its value will increase, while gold, finding 
it has a competitor clothed with all the powers it possesses as a legal 
tender, will naturally decline until the two will come together with- 
out in any way disturbing the values or exchanges of the country. 

Pass this bill, sir, and at once increased activity will be seen throngh- 
out the land. Thousands will be encouraged to seek the gold and sil- 
ver mining regions ; an increased demand for labor will be realized ; 
hope will once more enter the hearts of many of our desponding peo- 
ple, and from that day forth I predict that prosperity will be read on 
the faces of thousands who are now in the “slough of despond.” Sir, 
if to-day it could be announced through the land that the silver bill 
had passed, it would send a thrill of joy to the hearts of more peo- 
ple than any one public act has done since the day when it was an- 
nounced that Abraham Lincoln had broken the chains that bound 
four millions of human beings in slavery. Not that they would ex- 
pect any immediate results; not that they would expect money to 
be showered upon them without it being first sought for and earned ; 
not that they would expect to find it in a cheaper dollar with which 
to transact their business; but, sir, it would be because the people 
would read in this act a disposition on the part of Congress to legis- 
late for the whole people, and not for special interests or special 
classes, as has, in their opinion, been heretofore done. 

They know Congress cannot legislate money into the pockets of the 
people, but that it can so legislate as to encourage the industries of 
the country, and thus give an opportunity to develop our mines and 
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put thousands of willing laborers to work in the various avenues that 
would by that act be opened up throughout the country. 


money and regulate the value thereof,” and in pursuance of this power 
| Congress did regulate the value of the silver dollar by legislating it 
out cf existence ; and what has been the result ? 
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The Constitution says that Congress shall have power “ to coin 







Distrust, inactivity, 
want, and poverty. Then let Congress be just to its constitutional 
powers; be just to the credit of the Government; be just to the ne- 
cessities and wants of the people, by restoring the coinage and value 
of the old silver dollar. Do this and the sleeping energies of the 
people will awaken, idleness and want will vanish, labor and in- 
dustry will revive, and prosperity will gladden the hearts and homes 
of the people. 

Mr. SARGENT obtained the floor. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator from California to give way to 
me for a moment. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will yield for a moment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to ask unanimous consent that on Friday 
the Senate will continue in session until this bill with its amendments 
shall have been disposed of. I think the debate has progressed long 
enough so that every Senator who desires to speak will have an oppor- 
tunity of speaking by that time. I have made careful inquiry and I 
think by that time every Senator who desires to speak will have had 
full opportunity to be heard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Roturs in the chair.) The Sen- 
ator from Iowa asks unanimous consent of the Senate that on Friday 
the Senate continue in session until a vote 1s reached upon the pend- 
ing bill and amendments. Is there objection ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I suggest to the Senator from Iowa that he had 
better fix an hour on Friday at which we shall commence to vote 

Mr. ALLISON. I will say to the Senator that it will perhaps be im- 
possible to fix an exact hour; but if we have an understanding now 
that on Friday we shall continue in session until this question is dis- 
posed of, I think every Senator will have full opportunity to express 
his views upon the bill and the amendments. 

Mr. DAWES. I have no desire to interfere myself with such an 
arrangement, but the Senate is so thin at this time that it is hardly 
fair to those who are absent to bind them by any such arrangement. 
Therefore, if the Senator insists on coming to that understanding now 
I should raise an objection on that account. 

Mr. ALLISON. If the Senator will observe, I think the Senate at 
this moment is fuller than it has been at any time for the last four or 
five days. There isa large number of Senators present, and surely 
we cannot wait until every Senator is here. 

Mr. DAWES. It does not quite answer the suggestion which I 
made to say that the Senate is fuller now than it has been some time 
before. The Senator will see that the Senate is now quite thin. I 
do not intend myself to ask the attention of the Senate any further 
upon the bill. I desire to submit before final action is taken a few 
remarks upon a matter connected with the bill, but of course I can 
do that at one time just as well as another, and I do not interpose in 
behalf of myself. The Senate will, I am quite confident, let me have 
a few minutes some time on Friday if I do not get a chance sooner. 

Mr. ALLISON. There is no doubt the Senator will have ample time. 
I trust the Senator will not object to the arrangement which | propose. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senate is filling up, and the suggestion which I 
made is losing its force every moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any objection to the under- 
standing that a vote shall be taken upon the pending bill on Friday 
before the adjournment ? 

Mr. ALLISON. And on the amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Aud upon the amendments. 
Chair hears no objection, and it is so understood. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, recently I received the following 
| telegraphic dispatch from San Francisco: 

SAN FRANCISCO, 

To the members of California delegation in Congress, Washington, D. C. 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
San Franeisco, February 9, 1 

Ae a meeting held on 6th instant the following preamble and resolutions were 
ac opted ; 


‘* Whereas the question of the REMONETIZATION of silver, which is now occupying 
the attention of Congress, is exening a vast influence upon the credit of our Gov 
ernment at home and abroad ; and 

“ Whereas the solution of it is destined to have a serious influence upon the pros- 
perity of the entire COUNTRY; and 

* Whereas the production of silver is one of the leading industries of this coast, 
and any measures tending to affect its demand or value cannot be regarded with in 
difference by our people; and 

* Whereas through all the fluctuations and changes in the currency of the coun 
try we have rigidly adhered to a solid coin basis and proved beyond question the 
soundness of that policy, we now look with alarm and disfavor upon any measure 
likely to disturb this sound system, and we believe any attempt to give a false and 
fictitious value to a coin by a stamp of the Government is unworthy of a great and 
wealthy nation, and will inevitably result in most serious consequences to the whole 
country; and 

‘* Whereas the gradual recuperative energies of the country and the act of Con 
gress fixing resumption on the Ist of January, (#79, are rapidly bringing the curren 
cies of the country to an equilibrium, we should regard as a great evil any attempt 
to postpone the consummation of that act : Therefore 

“ Resolved, tirst. That we view with alarm the proposed passage of the Bland silver 
bill, remonetizing the silver dollar of 4124 grains, with unlimited tender clause, as 
a severe blow at the private and national faith and at tho best interests of the 
country 
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“Second. That we view the proposed repeal of the resumption act as ill-adv' sed 
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and in the highest degree disastrous to the agricultaral, manufacturing, and com- | 


mercial interests of the whole country, a fatal step backward in our prosperity at 
home and financial credit abroad 

Third. That this chamber is opposed to any congressional action that will in- 
crease the legal-tender quality of silver coin or that will authorize its use otber 
than as subsidiary coin 

Resolved, That the secretary be ordered to telegraph the foregoing resolutions 


to our delegation and request them to use every effort in opposing the Bland silver 
bill 





JAMES PATRICK, 
President. 

HENRY MEL, 
Secretary.” 


I believe this dispatch expresses the general sentiment of the busi- | 
ness men of the Pacific States, and further that it is dictated by sound | 


sense and a due regard to national prosperity and public honor. 
BILL EMBODIES BAD MORALS AND BAD POLICY. 

I have no wish to defer the vote on this bill or to go over the ground 
so well covered by Senators who have opposed this bill. No Sena- 
tor’s vote can be changed by further discussion. I do not believe 
that any vote has been changed by all that has been said in several 
weeks past. Our minds are made up, and except in explanation of 
votes words are useless. I only hope that the majority of the Senate 
who draw such happy auguries from the passage of this bill may not 
be bitterly disappointed ; but I have no faith in such result. To my 
mind we are taking a fatal step backward, deranging the business of 
the country, robbing labor of its legitimate wages, the public creditor 
of his due, receding from real specie payments, banishing gold from 
the country, and debasing the coinage, all for fanciful fruits that will 


turn to ashes on the lips. I believe that this bill embodies both bad 


morals and bad policy. I represent in part a State which has a right 
to require of its representatives a scrupulous regard to national honor. 
In 1556 the supreme court of California decided that a State debt of 
California of $4,000,000 was unconstitutional. That debt had been 
improvidently incurred and the State had little or nothing to show 
for it. The Legislature submitted the question to the people of the 
State whether or not the debt should be paid, and the people at a 
popular election decided that it should be paid, principal and inter- 
est, to the last dollar. Representing such a people I cannot consent 
to scale down the public debt or give a doubtful vote that may tend 
in that direction. 
SILVER NOT DEMONETIZED FOR GOVERNMENT CREDITOR. 

I deny that silver was demonetized to favor the Government cred- 
itor, At the date of demonetizing, the dollar of 4124 grains was 
worth more than the gold dollar, and the apparent eftect of demone- 
tization, so far as any man could then foresee, was to compel the 
creditor to take his pay in the cheaper of the two metals. Now that 
silver has so fallen by the vast production of silver and its demoneti- 


and pay the public creditor in it, savors of indecency. The Govern- 
ment,and not the creditor, Congress, and not the bondholder, passes 
laws here and is responsible for the demonetization of silver. It 
seems to me that we seek to take advantage of our own wrong, if 
any wrong was done by demonetizing silver. One wrong done by us 
is the excuse for doing another, and the public creditor is to suffer in 
any event. This is not sound national morality, and it is not whole- 
some for a government to have its good faith and honor in the keep- 
ing of contracts even discussed. In that regard it should be above 
suspicion, 
TRUE NATIONAL FAITH. 





that the substitute was read at length by order of the Honse and 
part of it, by request, read twice, immediately preceding the ‘s, ‘ 
vote. That it was explained in the House as omitting er industria t, 
authorize the further coinage of the silver dollar, and for the a. 
that the greater value of silver than gold made it unprofitable to ; a 
it, is shown by a speech of Hon. Mr. KELLEY, of Pennsylvania, y ‘na 
cannot be accused by the promoters of this legislation of sinisty; 
motives, for he stands in the very forefront of their ranks. 
debate in the House, January 9, 1872, Mr. KELuey said: 


I wish to ask the gentleman who has just spoken (Mr. Potrer] if he knows of 
any Government in the world which makes its subsidiary coinage of {,)) , 
The silver coin of England is 10 per cent. below the value of gold coin, and. actir, 
under the advice of the experts of this country and of England and France. . = 
has made her silver coinage within the last year 12 per cent. below the valn, of 
gold coin, and for this reason: It is impossible to retain the double standard ‘ 
values of gold and silver continually fluctuate. You cannot determine this year 
what will be the relative values of gold and silver next year. They were 15 ts la 
short time ago; they are 16 to | now. . 

Hence all experience has shown that you must have one standard coin w) 
shall bea banal tender for all others, and then you may promote your domeati: 
convenience by having a subsidiary coinage of silver, which shall circulate iy ll 
parts of your country as legal tender for a limited amount, and be redeemable at 
its face value by your Government. But, sir, I again call the attention of th¢ 
House to the fact that the gentlemen who oppose this bill insist upon maintaining 
a silver dollar worth three and one-half cents more than the gold dollar, and wor: h 
seven cents more than two half dollars, and that so long as those provisions remain 
you cannot keep silver coin in the country. 


I should like to ask if there is any doubt whether it was nnder-. 
stood by Mr. KELLEY or the House in whose ears this declaration was 
made that the effect of the bill was to do away with the coinage of 
the silver dollar? 

Mr. PoTrer, in his remarks, referred to by Mr. KELLEY, had said: 

This bill provides for the making of changes in the legal-tender coin of the coun. 
try and for substituting as legal tender coin of only one metal instead, as hereto 
fore, of two. I think myself this would be a wise provision, and that legal-tender 
coins, excepting subsidiary coins, should be gold alone. 

Certainly here was a clear statement in the presence of the House 
of the meaning of that bill. Hon. William L. Stoughton, of Michi- 
gan, said: 

The silver coins provided for are the dollar of 324 grains troy— 

For this was subsequently substituted the trade-dollar, made to be 
shipped out of the country for the use of China and Japan or of our 


In the 


Jay 
i 


| citizens in dealing with those countries, to furnish a better market 
| for our silver and take the place of the Mexican dollar in its compe- 


tition with it— 


The half dollar, quarter dollar, an4 dime, of the value and weight of one-half 
one-quarter, and one-tenth of the dollar respectively, and they are made a legal 
tender for all sums not exceeding $5 at any one payment. The silver dollar as now 


issued is worth for bullion three and one-fourth cents more than the gold dollar 


and seven and one-fourth cents more than two half dollars, having a grecter in 
zation elsewhere, to remonetize it at a value less than the gold dollar, | 


trinsic and nominal value. It is certain to be withdrawn from circulation when- 
ever we return to specie payments and to be used only for manufacture and export- 


ation as bullion. 

In further evidence that it was fully understood that the bill dis- 
continued the coinage of the silver dollar of 4124 grains, is the fact 
that it was originally accompanied by a report from the office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency, which contained the following explicit 
statement: 


The coinage of the silver-dollar piece, the history of which is here given, is dis- 


| continued in the proposed bill. It is by law the dollar unit, and assuming the 


England made a contract guaranteeing to parties who were to lay | 


a submarine cable at the Suez Canal 4 per cent. on their investment, 


to commence when the first message was sent through the cable. The | 
cable was laid and several messages were sent through it, when itceased | 


to transmit them and became useless. When the question arose in 


Parliament as to the payment of the subsidy, it was objected that as | 


the cable did not continue to work the obligation of the govern- 
ment was canceled. Gladstone declared in debate that Great Britain 
could not afford te have the question discussed whether it kept its 
contracts, and the subsidy was unanimously voted. Such should be 


per cent. of the debt by paying in a debased coin does not compensate 
for the disgrace that attaches to the act. 

In a national point of view we lose by this scaling of the debt more 
than we gain by it peenniarily. We were rapidly refunding our debt 


from 6 into 4 per cent. bonds, saving millions thereby annually. The | 


funding has virtually been stopped by the action of Congress, and 
will never be resumed with such action by Congress. 


DEMONETIZATION NOT A LEGISLATIVE TRICK. 


The advocates of this species of remonetization have lashed them- 
selves into fury over the assertion that the silver dollar was unfairly 
and surreptitiously demonetized ; that a legislative trick was played 
in the interest of the Government creditor; that the bill was hastily 
pushed throngh Congress without reading in the House of Represent- 
atives, and under a suspension of the rules. It is true the bill was 
finally passed under a suspension of the rules, as was the silver reso- 
lution the other day, and as the promoters of this bill sought to pass it. 
Such process is not unusual or improper. But the bill was previously 
lengthily discussed, and although a substitute was finally adopted, 
that substitute was a copy of the original bill in every particular to 





which objection is taken. Furthermore, the record shows plainly | perateconclusion. It was during this whole time urged in his reports 


value of gold to be fifteen and one-half times that of silver, being about the mean 
ratio for the past six years, is worth in gold a premium of about 3 per cent., (its 
value being $1.0312,) and intrinsically more than 7 per cent. premium in our other 
silver coins, its value thus being $1.0742. The present laws, consequently, authorize 
both a gold-dollar unit and asilver-dollar unit, differing from each other in intrinsic 
value, The present gold-dollar piece is made the dollar unit in the proposed bill, 
and the silver-lollar piece is discontinued. If, however, such a coin is authorized, 
it should be issued only as a commercial dollar, not as a standard unit of account, 
and of the exact value of the Mexican dollar, which is the favorite for circulation 
in China and Japan and other Oriental countries. 


And that recommendation was followed by Congress. 
WIDE PUBLICITY GIVEN. 
Furthermore, five hundred copies of the bill had previously been 


| printed with this report, with wide margins for notes and comments, 
our national honor; and any pecuniary benefit gained by saving 10 | 


and a large number of copies were sent to persons in various parts of 
the country who had been connected with the Mint or whose sugges- 
tions, from their experience in matters to which the bill related, might 
be regarded as of value. One of the objects of the proposed measure, 
the discontinuance of the silver legal-tender dollar, was most explic- 
itly proclaimed at the outset, and the attention and criticism of the 
yublic invited and challenged in the most effective manner possible. 
Numerous replies were received. The bill was favorably reported to 
the House by Mr. KEizy, chairman of the Coinage Committee, on the 
9th of January, 1872; came up for consideration on the 9th of April, 
and was debated at length. On the 27th of May the bill was again 
called up by Mr. Hooper, a member of the committee, for the pur- 
pose of offering an amendment in the nature of a substitute, and was 
passed, as amended, by a vote of 110 to 13, the substitute being iden- 
tical, as I have said, so far as demonetization is concerned, with the 
bill which was discussed at length. The bill, after consideration by 
a conference committee, became a law on the 12th of February, 1575. 
Nearly three years elapsed from the introduction of the proposition 
demonetizing silver till its final passage. During the whole time every 
possible means were resorted to to give it publicity and to invite 
whatever opinion or criticism could aid in coming to a wise and tem- 
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by the Secretary of the Treasury. The bill was considered at length to the pillared Spanish-Mexican piaster, containing 25 grammes of 
by the Finance Committee of the Senate and the Coinage Committee | pure silver, should be substituted, and that the subsidiary coin should 
of the House a. five different sessions of Congress. It was re- | be subdivisions of the French silver coin of five-franes. 
peatedly read in full in both Houses. It was printed in full, with the | The National Board of Trade, which assembled in New York City 
amendments, by order of Congress eleven different times, and twice | on the 15th of October, 1372, only six months previous to the passage 
in addition in the reports of the Comptroller of the Currency. The | of the coinage act of 1873, after an examination of the subject con- 
debates on the bill in the Senate occupy sixty-six columns of the Con- | curred unanimously in the recommendation of the Chamber of Com- 
gressional Globe, and those in the House seventy-eight columns. merce. 
OPINIONS OF EXPERTS. On the 31st of December, 1872, a paper prepared by Hon. Samuel 

I hold in my hand a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to | B. Ruggles, of New York, giving the facts and reasons urged in favor 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, being Executive Docu- of the amendment proposed by the Chamber of Commerce and the 
ment No, 307 of the Forty-first Congress, second session, communi- | National Board of Trade, was printed for the information of the mem- 
cating a report of John Jay Knox, deputy comptroller of the cur- | bers of the chamber, and separate copies of this statement were sent 
rency, giving the correspondence of the Department relative to the | t0 the members of both Houses of Congress. My authority for this 
revision of the mint and coinage laws of the United States, which | 8tatement is the New York Tribune. 


letter was referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas- APPEAL TO THE RECORD. 
ures, and ordered to be printed, June 29,1870. And in this report, Never was a measure more fully, intelligently, and exhaustively 


laid upon the table of every member and Senator, as is the practice | considered. Can anything be more incredible than that, in the face of 
of Congress, is a full discussion upon this matter, containing among | all this, the assertion should be made, and perhaps believed by some, 
others thirty-nine letters from prominent men all over the country | that the bill in question was the result of a conspiracy, was surrep- 
giving their views upon that bill, and many of them expressly dis- | titiously worked through Congress, and that as a consequence it is 
cussing the question of the discontinuance of the coinage of the sil- | just to demand a restoration of the status in quo? I have shown that 
ver dollar of 412} grains. one of the principal managers of the demonetization, now eager for 

The preponderance of opinion was in favor of such discontinuance, | this bill, explained his and his committee’s reasons for their action, 
because that amount of silver was worth more than the gold dollar, | that silver was worth three and a half cents more than gold, and to 
and the silver dollar was out of circulation. Some of them were in | coin it was to banish it fromthe country. In that debate he also said 
favor of retaining it upon the ground that silver some time might fall | that his committee had taken extraordinary care by studying the bill 
and that it was not worth while to strike this unit from the currency. | line by line. I appeal trom the heated declarations of the present, 
But, at any rate, and that is the point I am making, the subject was | made to inflame popular passions or to excuse an act of questionable 
fully and broadly discussed. Thus, in a letter of Dr. Linderman, laid | faith, to these deliberate and unequivocal declarations, which are 
before Congress at that time, under the head of “ DISCONTINUANCE | part of the res gesta, and to the history of the transaction. 


OF THE SILVER DOLLAR,” (and I hold here the original print in my Certainly it cannot be maintained, in view of the fact that silver 
hand, and this is a caption in small capitals, calling especial attention | was thus at that time three and a half cents above gold and so de- 
to the matter,) he says: clared in that debate, that the bondholder conspired to demonetize 


Section 11 reduces the weight of the silver dollar from 4124 to 384 grains. Ican silver lest he should be paid in it, or that it is just to scale down his 
see no good reason for the proposed reduction in the weight of this coin. 1t would | debt now on the pretense that he sought to magnifyit then. If that 


be better, in my opinion, to discontinue its issue altogether. The gold dollar is ceili la peventance t naifiamam em ; g ad vers 
really the legal unit and measure of value. Having a higher value as bullion than legislation had any me rs, in reference to him, it was adverse to 
its nominal value, the silver dollar long ago ceased to be a coin of circulation; and | Lim, as he who runs may read. 


being of no practical use whatever, its issue should be discontinued. THE GOVERNMENT OPTION. 

On page 38, J. R. Snowden, formerly Director of the Philadelphia | I desire to say further in this connection that when it is said the 
Mint, under the head in small caps, as before, “‘ THE PRESENT SILVER | Government has the right of option and had that right of option 
DOLLAR SHOULD NOT BE DISCONTINUED,” says¢ from the start, and retained it under the declaration of 1869 that the 


I see that it is proposed to demonetize the silver dollar. This I think unadvis- | debt should be paid in gold or silver coin, by this act of Congress, so 
able. —e — ae > — - now = meee =o proper sense, but only | deliberately made, so fully discussed and thus arrived at, it exercised 
tokens. do not like the idea of reducing the silver dollar to that level. It is | : cam wiared that col " » cheaper stwoe 
quite true that the silver dollar, being more valuable than two half dollars or four | that option and dec lare d that gold was the cheaper of the two coins, 
quarter dollars, will not be used as a circulating medium, but only for cabinets | 20d it elected to pay the creditor in gold. 
and ——- to supply some occasional or local demand; yet I think there is no WAS THE BILL EXPLAINED? 
necessity for so considerable a piece as the dollar to be struck from metal which <DELAD , aS . ¢ ‘alif - 
is only worth ninety-four cents. When we speak of dollars, let it be known that Mr. HEREFORD. Would it interrupt the Senator from California 
we speak of dollars not demonetized and reduced below their intrinsic value, and | to ask him a question ? 
thus avoid the introduction of contradictory and loose ideas of the standards of Mr. SARGENT. No, not at all. 
value. i — ¥ Mr. HEREFORD. I desire to ask the Senator from California if 

On page 70 of the report under the head, again in small capitals, upon the 27th day of May, 1872, when the bill passed the House of 
“THE SILVER DOLLAR, ITS DISCONTINUANCE AS A STANDARD,” E. B. | Representatives, it was discussed at all? I will ask the Senator 
Elliott, who was applied to and to whom the bill was sent for his sug- | furthermore, if Mr. Hooper, who was chairman of the committee, did 
gestions, says: | not offer a substitute for the bill of the committee, and if it is not a 

The bill proposes the discontinuance of the silver dollar, and the report which | fact that the substitute which was then offered by Mr. Hooper never 
accompanies the bill suggests the substitution, for the existing standard silverdol- | wag printed until after it passed the House of Representatives? In 
lar, of a trade coin of intrinsic value equivalent to the Mexican piaster or dollar. other words, I ask if when that substitute was pending before the 


Now, I will not take up the time of the Senate by reading further | House of Representatives, it at that moment had been in print, and 
from this document. I have read specimens enough to show that the | if on the day that it passed the House of Representatives the ques- 
country was put upon its notice, that those who were supposed to be | tion whether it was demonetizing silver or not was in the most remote 
able to throw the most light upon it were notified with regard to it, | degree alluded to? 
and that they did discuss it, and the result of theirexamination was| Mr. SARGENT. My friend sticks in the bark. It is true, as I have 

' 








laid before Congress. said, that the amendment in the nature of a substitute passed under 
DISCUBSION BY THE PRESS. a suspension of the rules, which excludes further discussion; there 


Furthermore, the matter was fully discussed in the press. The | is no doubt of that. In the same manuer, as I said beforc, the silver 
Bankers’ Magazine of New York, which is more universally read by | resolution which we debated here for weeks passed the other day 
financial men than any other periodical of its class in this country, | through the House by a suspension of the rules without a word of 
published the full report of the deputy comptroller of the currency | debate. Will it be said hereafter that the House did not understand 
of April 25, 1870, in its number for July, 1870, in which it is twice | that resolution? Of course they understood it. It had been discussed 
mentioned that the bill proposed to discontinue the silver dollar; and | in effect weeks before. When the Bland bill passed the House the 
the editor of the magazine informed its readers that “copies of the | principles of the resolution were discussed in effect for several days, 
entire report, with tabular returns, will be supplied to subscribers | and the members had not forgotten their speeches nor the impression 
to the Bankers’ Magazine without charge.” The same magazine | created by those speeches when subsequently this resolution, embody- 
again, in February, 1871, printed extended extracts from the report | ing somewhat the same principle, passed under a suspension of the 
of the deputy comptroller of the currency of June 25, 1870, contain- | rules. 


ing his correspondence with several gentlemen, in which it is again What I do say is that the substitute which passed was in this par- 
twice mentioned that the coinage of the silver dollar was to be dis- | ticular exactly like the bill which had been discussed and printed a 
continued by the proposed bill. | short time before; that the bill originally presented to Congress, 


Nor is this all. The Chamber of Commerce of New York City, in | recommended by the Treasury Department, did demonetize silver; 
June, 1872, ten months before the passage of the coinage act of 1573, | the bill sent out to every part of the country and suggestions asked 
after examining and considering the provisions which discontinued | upon it die demonetize silver; the bill that was discussed demone- 
the coinage of the silver dollar, recommended, in a resolution trans- | tized it; the substitute which was proposed demonetized it; and it 
mitted to Congress, that the weight of the silver dollar should be | was distinctly understood by the House, if the speeches of a dozen 
made precisely equal to that of the five-francs silver coin of Europe, in | gentlemen calling their attention to it and the reports laid upon 
place of the dollar of 334 grains, which was provided for in the bill | their table with large captions calling their attention to the fact 
under discussion in Congress, that is to say in place of the dollar for | that it did demonetize it could enlighten them. It was distinctly 
which was substituted the trade-dollar. Mr. E. B. Elliott, in his printed | understood by those who voted for it that such was the effect of the 
letter of June 10, 1870,‘had previously proposed that a dollar equal | bill. 
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Mr. HEREFORD. 
fornia, I will reply to his statement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from California 
yield to the Senator from West Virginia ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Oh, certainly. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Of course I would not interrupt the Senator 
against his wish. He says that the original bill was discussed. I 
now ask the Senator from California if as a matter of fact when the 
original bill was up before the House of Representatives, of which 
we were both members, when Mr. Hooper, who had charge of the bill, 
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| 
It it will not interrupt my friend from Cali- 


| 
| 


| see? That has not been answered on this floor and it cannor 
| answered, and for that reason I say my friend sticks in the }, 


was asked to explain the bill section by section, which he did do, he | 


in explaining it section by section, proposing to tell the contents of 
it, referred to any one section or ever adverted to the fact that any 
section or apy number of sections had the tendency in the most re- 
mote degree to demonetize silver ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Does the Senator refer to Mr. Hooper himself ? 

Mr. HEREFORD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have not read his speech lately, and I do not 
remember it distinetly, but I think he did. I have, however, quoted 
copiously extracts from the speeches of other gentlemen who spoke on 
that occasion, pointing out the effect of the bill, reciting that it did 
demonetize silver and giving the reasons why it was policy to do so, 
particularly of Mr. KELLEY, also Mr. Stonghton and Mr. PoTTer. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I admit that Mr. Stoughton made a speech on 
that subject, and that Mr. KELLEy did; but when the gentleman who 
had charge of the bill, who was chairman of the committee, was asked 


section by section, for instance, saying that section first contained so 
and so, section 2 contained so and so, and so all the way through the 
bill, in explaining all of those sections he never intimated, (and I 
charge it knowing it cannot be gainsaid, having recently read the 
whole of it,) that any section, or the whole bill taken together at- 
tempted to demonetize silver in any respect whatever; and when the 
substitute for the bill that was discussed five or six weeks before 
then, on the day that I referred to 

Mr. SARGENT. The Senator is not making a speech, I trust. 

Mr. HEREFORD. No, sir. 

Mr. SARGENT. Then you are proceeding to make one. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I say that when the substitute was offered and 





up to that time it had never been printed and never was in print | 


until after it passed the House of Representatives. 

Mr. SARGENT. Now, Mr. President, the only reply I have to make 
to my friend is this, and I challenge him to an examination of the 
record. Of course I must speak from recollection, for I have not 
read Mr. Hooper’s speech for several years. I say to him that he 
will find in the speech of Mr. Hooper explaining the bill the state- 
ment that the bill did drop the silver dollar of 4124 grains from cir- 
culation, giving the same reasons therefor that Messrs. KELLEY and 
Stoughton did. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HEREFORD. He never intimated it. 

Mr. SARGENT. He said that the gold dollar was made the unit 
by the bill, and that the silver dollar was excluded for the future, 
and he gave as a reason that the silver dollar was worth more than 
the gold one and could not circulate with gold coin. If he did not 
state it, if 1 am in error in my recollection, and I feel sure I am not, 


| thisinferiorcoin; and Senators have seemed to promote this legislat iv 


| of the country. 
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being paid in a coin that was worth three or four cents on the do}|a; 
more than the gold dollar? Can that be said? If not, I ask wh, oa 
is the logic or reason in thus arraigning the bondholder when jy ,, 

ceived a disadvantage from that legislation so far as any man eo ld 


t be 


He does not get to the merits of the controversy. 

But the public creditor is not merely the bondholder. By paying 
your pensioners in depreciated silver you reduce their pittance by ¢\/- 
amount of the discount. The bonds themselves are the basis of t)\o 
credit of our savings-banks, which aggregate the little savings of 
the poor. Every laborer in the employ of the Government wil! fe. 
the effect of your legislation in reduced remuneration. Labor every. 
where throughout the country will be underpaid just so much as this 
debased dollar is worth less than an honest dollar. 

EFFECT ON LABOR. 


I have listened here to tirades against the bondholder as if to he 
a Government creditor is to be a criminal, and to arguments ¢} 


the 


effect of which was to show that it served him right to pay him 


e 


in 


nm 
because the creditors of Connecticut and New York would 


the West a coin of less value in payment of debts than the gold dol- 
lar or the greenback. Do Senators reflect that if they are correct 
in this, labor also is to be paid for its daily honest toil in that same 
inferior coin, and the advantage is given to capital of 10 per cent, 


get trom 
r 


oe | reduction of labor? If you are not deceived in your anticipations of 
to explain it section by section, and undertook to do so, taking it up ; 


gaining an advantage over the public creditor and eastern creditors 
how is the laborer to shield himself from the effect of your leyis|a- 
tion? Yet this seems to be the animus of the whole movement, to 
get cheaper, less valuable money, that these creditors must take; 
and we are told that if this is not done the people are to be trans- 
formed into raging communists. On what people is reliance placed 
to work these dire results? Is it on the laborers who are to be 


| pinched down in their wages, or the small farmer who must exchange 


his products for poorer money, or the artisan whose skill is to be paid 
for in this money invented for hated creditors? However much they 
may be deceived now, they will be the first and the last to suffer the 
effects of this clipped coin designed by this bill. 

It is cruel to allow the people to be deceived on this matter. It is 
unstatesmanlike and unpatriotic to follow their lead if it will be to 
their injury. Better that these Halls be emptied of their occupants 
than that were done. I doubt not that there is a strong sentiment 
in the country for the passage of this bill, and I doubt as little that 


| it will work serious harm to those who ask us for it, at least to the 


industrial classes, who constitute eighteen-twentieths of the people 
Thus by this legislation you take away from the 
laboring classes of the country a greenback currency that is now 
worth at least ninety-eight cents in gold and replace it with what is 
at least worth 5 per cent. less, and thereby rob them of 5 per cent. 
of their scanty possessions. No Government stamp, no human de- 
vice, can ever prevent debased money from falling to its true value 
as compared with other commodities. The silver dollar of 4124 grains 
may still be called a dollar, but the debasement not apparent on its 


| face will betray itself in the increased price of every commodity 


which the poor man’s family consumes, The error of the silver advo- 


| cates most insisted on is that the depreciation of silver is caused by 


for the matter comes back to me since the Senator referred to it, 1 | 


have piled here proof mountain-high that if my honorable friend, 
then a member of the House, did not understand it he should have 
understood it, I should have understood it, and every other member 
of the House, for there were the documents before us. It was a mat- 
ter that excited great interest in the press, and the speeches made 
in the House over and over again proclaimed this feature and justi- 
tied it.” 
WAS THE GOVERNMENT CREDITOR RESPONSIBLE? 


Admit all that is said about it; admit that the demonetization of 
silver at that time was done even in the manner that is here indi- 
cated, through the ignorance or inattention of Congress, let me ask 
how it shows that now we are justified in taking some steps admitted 
to be a hardship upon the bondholder by that fact. Will it be 
asserted logically that they were conspiring to prevent themselves 


*Mr 
give 
I'he silver dollar, which by law is now the legally declared unit of value, does 


Hooper, in explaining the bill section by section, used the following lan- 


about one dollar and three cents in gold, it cannot circulate concurrently with the 
gold coins 


. . . . * . 

rhe committee, after careful consideration, concluded that 25.8 tenths grains of 
standard gold constituting the gold dollar should be declared the money unit or 
metallic representative of the dollar of account. : 

. * * * . * 

Section 16 re-enacts the provisions of existing laws defining the silver coins and 
their weights respectively, except in relation to the silver dollar, which is reduced 
in weight from 412) to 384 grains, thus making it a subsidia: y coin in harmony with 
the 


them. The silver dollar of 4124 grains, by reason of its bullion or intrinsic value 


being greater than its nominal value, long since ceased to be a coin of circulation, 
anid is melted by manufacturers of silver-ware. It does not circulate now in com- 
mercial transactions with any country, and the convenience of those manufacturers 
this respect can better be met by supplying small stamped bars of the same 
standard, avoiding the uscloss oxpense of coining the dollar for that purpose, 


vot bear a correct relative proportion to the gold dollar. Being worth intrinsically | reason stand together. I believe, as I have said, that the effect of the 


silver coins of leas denomination, to secure its concurrent circulation with | 


| other. 


| value. Those causes are manifold. 


American demonetization and that our recoinage would restore its 
The vast yield of the Nevada, 
Arizona, and other mines, the demonetization by Germany, Holland, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Japan, and the closing of the mints of the 
Latin monetary union against the coinage of silver are the efficient 
causes. Mrs. Partington facing the ocean with a broom would aptly 
illustrate Columbia combating the world’s action by opposing an 
ofticial declaration that silver shall not be depreciated. 


STRANGE INCONSISTENCY. 


The advocates of this bill are strangely inconsistent with each 
Entirely inconsistent with the anticipations of cheap and less 
valuable money, to be foisted on the creditors of the country, is the 


| assumption made in this debate that putting the Government <ollar- 
| mark on 4124 grains of silver will make that amount of metal worth 


| a gold dollar. 





If it were certain that such would be the eilfect, the 
most of the advocates of this bill would not want it passed ; for they 
clamor for cheap money, not money as dear as gold. Who among the 
supporters of this bill are being deceived? Those who hold one of 
these propositions or those who hold the other. They cannot in 


bill will be to stamp less silver than makes an honest dollar as a «ol- 
lar, and that the stamp will not appreciably increase its value ; and 


| those who see in this bill a mode of reducing debts are correct in their 
| anticipations. 


Unfortunately by the same act honest labor is the 
greatest sufferer. 
THE EXAMPLE OF FRANCE. 

Over and over in this debate the example of France has been held 
out to us as carrying an immense silver currency without deprecia- 
tion, and it has been triumphantly asked, “ If France can maintain a 
silver picce at the rate of 15} why cannot we at a rate of 16 to I of 
gold?” The argument would be good if the fact were as assumed. 
In fact it is otherwise, and silver in France is at a considerable «is- 
count compared with gold. 
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The London Economist of January 19, 1878, as a matter of news, 


states that the Bordeaux Chamber of Commerce complains in a letter | 


to the Bank of France, which is published in the Economiste Fran- 
cais, “that while the convenient one-hundred-frane notes have been 
almost meet suppressed, the country has been flooded with five- 
frane pieces in silv 


er, which, though undoubtedly of great use in re- | 


tuil transactions”—I quote their language—“are not suitable to pay- | 


ments of any magnitude.” The bank 1s strongly entreated to con- 
tinue its notes in circulation, or, if these are to be withdrawn, to issue 
vold and not silver in their place. The chamber ask “if the Bank of 
France succeeds in substituting silver for £20,000,000 of notes, which 
is not called for by the public needs, if there is not danger that from 


that factitious cause there will result an excessive fall in the value | 


of the metal similar to that which has been occasioned during recent 
years by the demonetization of silver in Germany. Is it not to be 
feared (they say) that this new por apa om of silver will augment 
the difficulties which are necessarily involved in the maintenance of 
our bimetallic standard?” These men see in the inordinate issue of 
silver the same troubles that we anticipate, and speak from present 
experience when we reason from analogies. They also dispose of 
the idea that government coinage or stamp will avert depreciation 
of silver and destroy the value of France as an admirable illustra- 
tion of the beneficial effects of silver inflation. 
EFFECT ON THE PROTECTION OF AMERICAN INDUSTRY. 

One effect of the passage of this bill will be a reduction of the 

tariff 10 per cent. 


revenne by inducing larger importations of foreign goods. But I 
have observed during this session petitions from workingmen all over 


the country, in view of the movements for tariff revision, praying | 
that there may be no reduction, because it will discourage American | 
industry and transfer the business of our manufacturers, our wool- 


growers, our iron furnaces, &c., to foreign soil. I noticed such peti- 
tions presented by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCREERY] the 
other day. Pennsylvania has sent a great many. 
the subject have been held in that State. 


On Saturday last a grand tariff demonstration was held in Pitts- 


burgh. It was a meeting irrespective of parties, as the local papers 
declare, and showed deep feeling upon this question of vital interest 
alike to the workingman and millionaire. Fully fifteen thousand men 
walked in the procession along the streets, which were lined with 
numberless spectators, The Pittsburgh Commercial Gazette says 
of it: 

In point of numbers the demonstration was simply immense ; in respect to spirit 
and enthusiasm it was intense; in character, as influential as it was imposing; 
and as a representative assemblage it fittingly spoke for the brain and the brawn 
of every profession, trade, and business. 

The preface to the resolutions adopted at this immense gather- 
ing desgnates the localities from which it had assembled. 
clares that they are “the agriculturists, merchants, manufacrers, and 
workmen of Western Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio, West Virginia’”—I 


wish my friend would attend; these are his own constituents—“ and | 


Maryland, in mass convention assembled, representing all shades of 
political —— The resolutions of this great assemblage were 
unanimously adopted ; among others the following: 


Resolved, That reiterating our abiding faith in protection and its beneficial effects 
to the whole country we protest against any departure from its principles in the 
framing of our tariff laws. 

Resolved, That we deem it unwise, inexpedient and hostile to the best interests 
of the country to make radical changes in a law which an experience of sixteen 
years has shown to be highly advantageous to the welfare of the nation and to 
have been the largest factor in the development of our resources. 

Resolved, That a due sense of patriotism, a proper regard for the development of 
the resources of our country, and a becoming attention on the part of the Govern- 
ment to the welfare of all its citizens, require that the paramount object to be 
kept in view in all tariff legislation is the protection of the people and their con- 
cerns rather than any concessions to foreign solicitations or interests. 

Resolved, That upon this question the interests of employer and employé, of 
labor and capital, are identical. 

Resolved, That the proposed revision of the tariff must result in the curtailment 
of the quantity and variety of our products, and in imposing burdens thereon 
which cannot but bear heavily upon the class of men who by their skill and labor 


contribute to the production of these varied articles, and that it is neither wise | 


nor humane to take such a step as shall result either in the enforced idleness of 
thousands of laboring-men, or in the necessity of such wages as shall afford only 
the most meager subsistence to their families. 


ADVANTAGE TO FOREIGN COMPETITORS. 

These men evidently earnestly believe, and I believe it with them, 
that there is danger to our industrial interest by a reduction of the 
tariff proposed under the name of revision. They believe that Ameri- 
can labor is menaced by advantages that will be given to foreign 
competition. They plead for adequate wages, for the dignity and 
comfort of American labor, and deprecate its reduction to the con- 
dition of the foreign laborer. Asone of their speakers said : 

A people chained to the wheel of toil for such scanty recompense as starves body 
and mind can never reach that plane of culture and enjoyment upon which it is 


the right of all God’s creatures to stand, and up to which every sentiment of 
patriotism bids the American legislator to help. 


Imay be old-fashioned in my ideas, but such appeals reach my 


feelings, while my judgment approves the soundness of the conclu- | 
sions to which they arrive, that a reduction of the tarjff at the pres- | 


ent moment, when the country is just emerging from the greatest 
depression known to our history, is a serious obstacle thrown in the 
way of returning prosperity. 


| the American system of incidental protection of our industry. 
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I repeat that the effect of this legislation will be, just as soon as 
the mints can supply the silver coin to replace gold in payment of 
duties, a horizontal reduction of the tariff on all dutiable goods about 
10 per cent. Yet the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WALLACE, } in 
whose State this great demonstration was held, and the Senators 
from West Virginia and Ohio, whose constituents assembled there, 
argue elaborately for this bill which, so far as the tariff is concerned, 
could just as well read, “ All duties levied on manufactured articles 
shall hereafter be reduced 10 per cent.” I know this argument will 
recommend the bill to the advocates of free trade, to those who hate 
But 
to those who desire to have our manufactures flourish, our labor, 
skilled and unskilled, employed, this bill making a 10 per cent. under- 


| value dollar receivable in place of a gold dollar for customs should 


If all obligations of the Government are to be | 
paid in silver, this will not relatively reduce, it may increase, the 


Large meetings on | 


It de- | 


| effect of this measure. 


| they not ask for it? 


be an abomination. I call attention of Senators and their constit- 
uents who are opposed to an assault on American industry by an 
indiscriminate, horizontal reduction of the taritf to the necessary 
If they deny this effect let them answer the 
arguments of the friends of the bill who argue in favor of it on the 
ground that it will furnish a poorer kind of money, good enough for 
creditors. The poorer the money paid in duties the less the duty. 
Let those whose constituents are interested in pig-iron satisfy them 
that it is right to discriminate against pig-iron in favor of pig-silver. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
I will not interrupt him. 

Mr. SARGENT. Not at all. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 


If it 1s disagreeable to the Senator, 


The Senator has referred, among 


| others, to some of the constituents of my colleague and myself in 


West Virginia, and he has spoken of a meeting lately assembled in 
Pittsburgh. I would ask the Senator whether that meeting had one 
word to say about the dollar in any form or manner? On the con- 
trary, I would ask the Senator if it has not been shown here that the 
dollar of 4124 grains was worth more than the dollar in gold at the 
time it was demonetized in 1873? 

Mr. SARGENT. I cannot remember too many questions at a time. 
Let us have them one at a time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. There are at least twenty questions 
1 could put that the Senator should answer in connection with the 
debate now. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the Senator will reduce his questions to writing 
at his desk and hand them to me, I will answer every one; but of 
the two he has already put, I have already answered certainly the 
second. The first one is whether that meeting said anything about 
the silverdollar. They showed an entire lack of interest in this legis- 
lation by not asking for it. If the workingmen are for it, why did 
I have said that it is cruel to deceive the people 
as to the effect of this legislation. One effect, it cannot be denied, is 
to reduce the tariff, because, instead of paying gold, a high-priced 
money, for duties, importers can pay in a money which can be ob- 
tained 10 per cent. less; the necessary effect of which is to reduce 
the barrier against foreign competition 10 per cent. 

Mr. WITHERS. That is on the assumption that silver will remain 
depreciated. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think it will remain depreciated at least 10 per 
cent. I carefully expressed my meaning by saying that as soon as the 
mints are able to supply the silver to take the place of gold, this 
effect will be produced, and it will continue. The subject started by 
the second question of the Senator from West Virginia is that the 
demonetization of silver in this country had been the efficient cause 
of the reduction in the value of silver. Now, before it was demone- 
tized, and as a reason for its demonetization, it was worth 34 per 
cent. more than gold; but the causes which led to its fall were the 
fact that nearly the whole world ceased using it as money, and simul- 
taneously with that there came out from the mines of this country 
vast volumes of silver, working a depreciation. But if our remone- 
tization will produce the effect of rehabilitating silver, let the Sena- 
tor answer the argument of the Economiste Frangais, which I have 
already cited in my remarks, wherein it deprecates the further issu- 
anee of silver on the ground that it is being depreciated by overissue, 
although there is the government stamp and the government coinaye 
to operate to keep it from depreciation. 


Can our stamp have such a 
virtue ? 


Is there something that is so much more effective in the 


| American eagle that if put upon the coin it will keep it up, when the 


| insignia of France being upon it it nevertheless sinks ? 


Besides, what becomes of the argument of certain friends of this 
bill, that an inferior money is good enough for creditors, and a cheaper, 
less valuable money must be had, and will be furnished by this bill? 
Do not let us forget the considerations so recently urged and combated. 
Which horn of the dilemma shall we avoid? Will the bill produce 
money as good as gold as the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Wirnens ] 


| thinks, or the cheap, depreciated money to be paid to the Connecti- 


cut creditors of Indiana, as the Senators from Indiana think ? Let the 
friends of the bill choose, but let them inform us of their choice. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Now shall linterfere with the Sena- 
tor if I say a word? 

Mr. SARGENT. I should like to conclude my remarks; but I will 
yield to a question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The man appears to have 
found friends here. I have not heard of, and I venture to say there 
has not been, a single poor man in all this broad land who has entered 


poor 





a i A Ngo ss AAA AOE 


— 
SSS 


1 seedginee 


ne ee LR CN Ei OE a ee AL EIA 


Lae ON Le AY A ELLE + 


wren Be 


nee en aionre 


geek lS 


A a 


988 CONGRESSIONAL 


a protest against the remonetization of silver. I do not know of a 
single man. A single such petition has not been presented here, 


although almost every speaker and my friend just now has talked | 


about the poor man and referred to West Virginia. The truth is, so 
far as my knowledge goes, that nine out of every ten poor men cer- 
tainly, perhaps every one of them, is in favor of the measure, and 
the opposition comes from the opposite class, but 1 have nothing to 
say about those who own money. 
SUBSIDIARY COINAGE. 
But I will now ask my friend a question; I offer an apology for 


having made a sort of argument. I should like my friend from Cal- | 


ifornia to answer this: he says the stamp makes no difference in the 
coin; how is it that two half dollars containing 385.8 grains are 
worth to-day in the market between ninety-five and ninety-six cents, 
when 412} grains or nearly 20 grains more in silver are worth less? 
How is it now that the smaller amount of silver coin is worth much 
more than the larger amount in the form of bullion? 

Mr. SARGENT. For one very simple reason that the half dollar is 
coined on Government account solely; it is not as proposed by this 
bill that anybody can take silver to the Mint to be so coined ; and, 
furthermore, for the reason that it is only exchanged for greenbacks, 
and it must approximate somewhere near the value of greenbacks. 
That is one reason. But when you start a mill which will enable 
anybody who has an old tea-pot to go and coin it, and he is not com- 
pelled to give an honest gold dollar or an honest greenback for his 
dollar, what will be the depreciation? That is an argument which 
appeals to the Senator’s own common sense. Again, subsidiary coin 
is used only for change, and its convenience gives it circulation over 
and above its intrinsic value, as five-cent nickel which is intrinsically 
worth scarcely anything readily passes at its face value. As to those 
who have petitioned for this bill 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from California knows 
that the amendment of the Senate committee does not propose free 
coinage. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam talking of the bill before us. I admit that 
the free-coinage clause stricken out would remove some of the objec- 
tions to the bill. Make it an honest dollar, considering the present 
relative value of gold and silver, that is, make the dollar which you 
now stamp as a dollar equivalent in value to the gold dollar, and I 
will not object to the bill at all, except that it aims at an impossible 
double standard. You may remove some of the difficulties by paring 
down the House bill. You can remove them all by an honest remon- 
etization of silver, except those that will arise in future if the metals 
draw apart, either by the discovery or failure of mines, or by the 
varying financial action of the commercial world. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator yield to me? 

Mr. SARGENT. For a question, not for a speech. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Does not the Senator predicate his whole op- 
position to this bill on the present relative value of gold and silver? 

Mr. SARGENT. Not the whole. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The whole that I have heard. I ask whether 
he considers, in view of the history of the two metals in all the 
past, that it is a fair assumption that the present relative value of 
the two metals will continue in all future time? 

BIMETALLIC STANDARD IMPOSSIBLE. 

Mr. SARGENT. Idonot think it isa fairassumption ; and one rea- 
son why I think there should be a single standard, and that a gold 
one, is that it is impossible to maintain a bimetallic currency. I 
think that impossible. I think the history of the world shows it. I 
notice that writers in France, speaking of the present condition of 
their affairs, say that they find it difficult, almost impossible, to main- 
tain it, and they deprecate the withdrawal of the one-hundred-franc 
notes and the substitution therefor of silver, because it will make the 
task still more Herculean. 

But, in reply to my friend from West Virginia, I say that he would 
obviate the principal objection to this billin my mind by making an 
honest dollar. Let us start that, and then if by subsequent changes 
in the value of the metal it is found that to keep an honest dollar we 
must make another change in the coinage, then let us make that other 
change. 

WHAT IS AN HONEST DOLLAR? 

Mr. MERRIMON. What is an honest dollar f 

Mr. SARGENT. In my judgment an honest dollar is that which 
contains silver enough to come up to the standard of the gold dollar 
recognized by law. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Will you allow nothing for coinage and noth- 
ing for legal tender f 

Mr. SARGENT. I would not allow anything for either coinage or 
legal tender, for I believe the stamp put upon it is simply an indica- 
tion to the public, supposed to be reliable because made by the Gov- 
ernment which ought not to deceive, of the amount of metal which 
is contained in the piece of money; and this is true of all coins, ex- 
cept those little tokens or hickels which perhaps have very little 
intrinsic value and silver change. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Then I understand the Senator to say, putting 
it in another way, that coinage adds no value to the metal and that 
the legal-tender capacity adds no value to the metal. 

Mr. SARGENT. I say that it affects it so little that it is not worthy 
of consideration in fixing the contents of the dollar. This is illus- 
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trated by the fact that the moment the silver dollar got aboy, 
value of the gold dollar it went to the melting pot or abroad, 
Mr. MERRIMON. How do you account for the value of the Mes 
can dollar? oe 
Mr. SARGENT. Byits intrinsic value. When it is takento(),;, 
the Chinaman assays it and weighs it in his scales; the stamp ie of 
no account to him except as a certificate of weight and fineness, |, 
has found by long experience that the Mexican dollar is hones; \ 
coined and that it contains so many grains of metal, and he ther, 
fore, as a rule, goes by the stamp. Convince him that the stay p is 
erroneous and he will throw it out; he would have no further ex)... 
| fidence in it. It is because that stamp represents to him correct|y 
| the intrinsic value of the coin, which he tests from time to tiie y ith 
| the scales and by assaying. One difficulty we had in introducing the 
trade-dollar as a substitute for the Mexican dollar was to ge t the 
Chinamen fo have confidence in our stamp, not that it bad on it ay 
American eagle or “ In God we trust,” for they do not trust in Hiyy 
but that when those inscriptions were upon it it meant that it had as 


las 


| 
| many grains of silver as it purported to have. 
Mr. MERRIMON. But the trade-dollar is worth more than the 
pure silver. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


Mr. SARGENT. No, sir; not to those who use it. It is not worth 
the fiftieth part of a grain to the Chinaman for the stamp on it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Then why coin it? 

Mr. SARGENT. Because we have induced their confidence that a 
certain piece of metal of a certain shape and with a certain stamp 
contains a certain amount of metal intrinsically, and because if jt 
were a rude block unstamped they would put it through their pro- 
cesses in order to arrive at the value of each particular piece, whereas 
they take the stamp as honestly indicating the amount of it, and it 
facilitates trade with them. It is a certificate of the intrinsic value 
of the coin, which they accept because experience has shown that it 
is an honest certificate. 

Mr. MERRIMON. The Mexican dollar is worth 99.8 cents in gold. 
Here is a statement from the Treasury Department to that effect. 
Now we know that the pure silver in the Mexican dollar is not worth 
that much, 

Mr. ALLISON. There is one matter in connection with the Mex- 
ican dollar which perhaps ought to be stated. The Mexican dollar 
contains a small particle of gold. In addition to the silver contained 
in the coin their coinage of silver contains a small portion of gold. 
It is a rnder coinage than ours, and for that reason it is more valna- 
ble for the number of grains contained in a dollar than the American 
dollar of 420 grams, containing as it does a small per cent. of gold, 
which their processes do not fully extract. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President 

Mr. SARGENT. Now, Mr. President, with the consent of my friends, 
I will resume the thread of my argument. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Very well. 


BILL WILL BANISH GOLD. 


Mr.SARGENT. I object to this bill because it will banish gold from 
the country. The national Government will have no further use for 
it to pay the principal or interest of the debt, and will collect none at 
the custom-houses. Merchants will not need it to pay duties. It will 
be without employment, and will go abroad where it can find employ- 
ment. A piece of gold coin will not be found in use in any part of the 
country even in the Pacific States, unless it is held by our specitic- 
contract act, after this billis in full operation. The law is immutable 
that the poorer currency drives out the better. The necessity for coin 
for dues at the custom-houses, and by the Government to pay interest 
on the debt, has prevented our being stripped wholly of it when our 
greenback currency was depecciated. But these safeguards are re- 
moved by this legislation, and we are about committing the stupen- 
dous folly of deliberately expelling from the country its whole stock 
of gold coin. Who is to be the gainer by this insane act? Neither 
the Government nor the people of the United States. Germany and 
England and France may gain by such transfer, but we are fearfully 
the losers. It is easy by such a bill as this to expel gold; but by no 
bill that can be devised can it be called back again. A blow will 
have been struck at our prosperity, useless in every aspect, that it 
will take two generations of patient labor, economy, and self-denying 
legislation to recover from. 

HOW SOME EVILS MAY BE AVOIDED. 

Three evils, namely: the arrest of the funding of the debt at a lower 
interest, the withdrawal of protection to American industry by indi- 
rect reduction of the tariff, and banishing gold from the country, all 
three directly attending this legislation, may be averted by a simple 
amendment providing that the silver hereby authorized to be coined 
shall be a legal tender for all debts, public and private, except for cus- 
toms and interest on the public debt. If all that is desired is cheap 
money for the people, that will be the most effectual way to get it, and 
that object will be fully accomplished without an assault on the Gov- 
ernment credit and on American industry, except so far as the Jatter 
is injured by being paid for honest labor in clipped coin. All evils of 
any kind from this legislation, except those arising from bimetallism, 
may be avoided by remonetizing silver through a dollar of adequate 

| intrinsic value. The objection is not tosilver; it is that the majority 
would recur to an old coin which was worth as much or more than 
gold when it formerly was issued, but by changesin the relative values 
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of these metals is now worth much less. This old coin would be a | 
solecism. Its antiquity is its only recommendation. Not one of you, 
senators, if that dollar had not existed years ago, if called upon to fix 
the amount of silver in a dollar, would set it at 4124 grains. You 
would put it at much more, and ascertain how much to put in a dollar 
by a comparison of gold and silver in the market. The fall of silver | 
has made the old quantity inadequate, and ordinary business sagacity 
requires us to legislate accordingly. Such legislation canuot be had, | 
as I have said, because the greater number of the friends of this bill 
want a debased coin to pay public and private creditors. 

Who are to be benefited by this legislation? Not the Government, 
even in its power to pay its debts in depreciated silver coin, for by | 
this bill the silver bullionist makes all the profit between the crude | 
bullion and the coined dollar. The Government takes his raw mate- 
rial, manufactures it into dollars for him free of cost, and requires | 
him to furnish less metal than is necessary to make the dollar worth 
par. If the stamp of the Government enhances the price of crude 
bullion, as Senators insist, so that the inadequate piece of bullion 
becomes a dollar by virtue of the stamp, while without it it is worth 
but ninety-two cents, why give this enormous profit to the silver- 
producer, and without even charging the cost of the stamp? Why 
should not the Government buy this ninety-two cents’ worth of bul- 
lion and put the magic stamp on it and realize the enhanced value? 
Does it not look like inconsiderate action to put the Government, 
thus bound and blinded, to grind the mill of the speculator in silver? 

THE BILL KILLS CONFIDENCE. 

It would be difficult to show where any benefit can be derived by 
any class of the people except the class of silver speculators who are 
especially pushing this bill. It is admitted in debate here by those | 
in favor of the bill that there is money enough in the country; and 
there is. But that money does not readily go out to start new wheels | 
of industry because confidence is lacking in the stability and good 
faith of our financial legislation. In one Congress repudiation is ad- 
vocated, but is sternly met by a public declaration that the debt is 
payable in coin. Next came a more concerted movement for unlim- 
ited inflation of the greenback currency, which is only arrested by a 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


| Government and the people. 





presidential veto. Now comes this bill for the stamping of a debased 
dollar, and it is doubtful if even a veto will prevent its disastrous 
passage. Under this bill for remonetizing silver can be seen peeping 
out the snake’s eyes of greenback inflation. The congressional league 
calls itself the Silver and Greenback League. The prominent advo- 
cates of this legislation all over the country were and are yet the 
devotees of inflation. Senators who firmly resisted that demoraliza- 
tion are carried off their feet by this one. I warn them that they 
will next be again confronted with greenback inflation, pure and 
simple, and they must yield to it, or, resisting, forfeit the cheap pop- 
ularity pow gained by this concession to unsound finance. Under 
such circumstances of continual assault upon the public credit and 
opposition to a return to a specie basis—the normal condition of busi- 
ness—how can it be expected that confidence will exist? Old enter- 
prises falter, and new ones are rejected, because business men are dis- 
couraged and uncertain of the future. No, sir; it is not for want of 
money that the business of the country stands still, that laborers 
sutier, that farmers and manufacturers have poor markets. It is for 
want of confidence, and this bill kills confidence. 


PETITIONS OF POOR MEN. 


Mr. President, before I conclude I wish to make one remark with 
reference to the statement of the Senator from West Virginia, which 
I had momentarily forgotten, that no poor man has petitioned against 
the passage of this bill. I say to him that I know that is not cor- 
rect; that we have had petitions from various States, signed by poor 
men and speaking for poor men, deprecating the effect upon their 
wages of legislation like this. But whether they themselves under 
stand this question as statesmen should, or not, it is our duty to see 
that we protect their interests, and if the effect ie of throwing out a 
depreciated dollar in which they shall be paid their little savings 
which they have hoarded up in the savings-banks; of reducing the 
amount proportionably of the interest which shall be paid to them 
by savings-banks on account of the lesser amount paid to those 





savings-banks holding the bonds of the Government; if this canses 
a reduction of the tariff by which furnaces may be stopped or wool- 
raising be made unprofitable, any effect by which labor may be in- 
jured, it is our duty as statesmen to stand up, no matter what may 
” the undertow of opinions that sweeps in here to carry us from our 
eet. 

I do not believe in expediency legislation, in looking to see which 
way the wind blows from the people upon any of these measures, 
and subverting my conscience and judgment thereto. This isa ques- 
tion affecting national honor and the welfare of the people in every 
part of the country, not only of corporations but of laborers, and 
we ought to stand here judicially and fairly and examine the facts 
for ourselves, and legislate as shall be for their benefit ; and if the 
result is that their indignation, when we treat them judiciously and 
properly, carries us from these halls back into private life, we can at 
east take back with us a good conscience, a sense of duty well per- | 
formed, and I believe we can trust to the future for our vindication. | 

I have heretofore said little in this long debate. I have now spoken, | 
not that I hope to convince any Senator, but to discharge a duty to 
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my own conscience. I could do no less, for I look upon this legisla- 
tion as tending to stain our national honor by repudiating sacred ob- 
ligations. I believe it will disastrously affect American industry by 


| an improper and undiscriminating reduction of customs dues; that it 


will create a coin under the deceitful name of a dollar to underpay 
the wages of labor and the pittance of the pensioner; that it will dis- 
place a good and improving currency by a hopelessly debased one; 
that it will banish gold from the country; that it gives an uncon- 
scionable advantage to the speculator in silver at the expense of the 
For these and other reasons that I have 
named, and others that I have net taken time to discuss, I am opposed 
to the passage of this bill. But I trust the decisive vote will soon be 
taken. The uncertainty and delay attending this legislation is almost 
unendurable to the country, and only less mischievous than would be 
its passage. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada, obtained the floor. 

Mr. WHYTE. If the Senator from Nevada will give way I will 
move an adjournment. 

Mr. DORSEY. I hope the Senator will withdraw that motion to 
let us have an executive session for a short time. 

Mr. WHYTE. Very well. 

Mr. DORSEY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I ask the Senator to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. DORSEY. I withdraw the motion temporarily. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. It is understood that 1 have the floor for 
to-morrow. 

Several SENATORS. Certainly. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Mr. President, I did not desire to interrupt my 
friend from California [Mr. SARGENT] in the course of his remarks, 
and, therefore, I did not read what I propose now to read in regard 
to the manner in which the bill of 1873 became a law. I took occa- 
sion on the 14th of December last, just before the adjournment of 
Congress for the holidays, to submit my views on the subject of re- 
monetization of silver, at which time I referred at length to the man- 
ner in which it was demonetized. May 27, 1872, was the day on which 
the bill demonetizing silver passed the House. Mr. Kerr on that oc- 
casion said : 

I want the House to understand that it is attempted to put through this bill 
without being read. 

Mr. Holman also participated in that discussion, and so did General 
GARFIELD, of Ohio. The record shows that it was passed without 
being printed or read. At a subsequent time, when the question came 
up in the House of Representatives as to whether this bill was ever 
printed or laid on the desks prior to passing the House of Represen- 
tatives, Mr. Holman again participated in that discussion with a view 
to ascertain the fact whether the bill had ever been read or whether 
it had ever been printed or discussed, and upon that occasion (which 
will be found in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, volume 4, part 6, page 
5237, August 5, 1876,) Mr. Holman said: 

It— 

Meaning the bill demonetizing silver— 


It was never considered before the House as it was passed. Up to the time the 
bill came before this House for final passage the measure had simply been one to 
establish a Bureau of Mines; I believe I use the term correctly now. It came from 
the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. The substitute which finally 
became a law was never read, and is subject to the charge made against it by the 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. BLAND,] that it was passed by the House without 
a knowledge of its provisions, especially upon that of coinage 

I myself asked the question of Mr. Hooper, who stood near where lam now 
standing, whether it changed the law in regard to coinage. And the answer of Mr 
Hooper certainly left the impression upon the whole House that the subject of the 
coinage was not affected by that bill. 

I said a moment ago that at the time the original bill passed, Gen- 
eral GARFIELD also participated in that discussion, and I will read 
what he has said with regarl to the manner in which it passed 
through the House of Representatives. In a speech which that gen- 
tleman made at Springfield, Ohio, during the last fall, he said: 

Perhaps I ought to be ashamed to say so, but it is the truth to say that I, at that 
time being chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, and having my handa 
overfull during all that time with work, I never read the bill. I took it upon the 
faith of a prominent democrat and a prominent republican, and I do not know that 
I voted at all. There was no call of the yeas and nays, and nobody opposed that 
bill that I know of. It was put through as dozens of bills are, as my friend and I 
know, in Congress, on the faith of the report of the chairman of the committee; 
therefore I tell you, because it is the truth, that I have no knowledge about it. 


There General GARFIELD says it was put through upon the faith of 
the chairman of the committee, and Mr. Holman tells you that the 
chairman of the committee told him that that bill did in no way 
affect the coinage question. So then I say that beyond the possibil- 
ity of a doubt (and there is no disputing it) that bill which demon- 
etized silver, as it passed the House of Representatives, never was 
printed until it passed, never was read, never was discussed, and that 
the chairman of the committee who reported it, who offered the sub- 
stitute, said to Mr. Holman, when inquired of, that it did not affect 
the coinage in any way whatever. Not only that, but the President 
who signed the bill, in a letter to Mr. Cowdry, nearly a year after- 
ward, to which I referred in my speech of the 14th of December, 
showed by the language he used that he did not know that he had 
ever signed such a bill. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President—— 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ro.Lutns.) Does the Senator from 
Arkansas yield to the Senator from Massachusetts ? 

Mr. DORSEY. For a few minutes. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not intend to take up the time that belongs to 
the Senator from Nevada for his speech in the morning, and perhaps 
the Senate will indulge me as well at this time as any other in occu- 
pying its attention for a few moments upon a point which I alluded 
to in an earlier part of the day, and which has been brought before 
the Senate by the Senator who has just taken his seat, [Mr. HERE- 
FORD.] It seems that the idea that the bill demonetizing silver was 
in some way improperly put through Congress is one to which the 
advocates of remonetization cling with a tenacity which shows that 
it is a very great staple in the agitation of the present day. The 
junior Senator from Indiana, [Mr. VooRHEES, ] in the very able speech 
which he delivered the other day, put it in this form: 

Throughout all the financial panics that have assailed this country no man has 
been bold enough to raise his hand to strike it down; no man has ever dared to 
whisper of a contemplated assaalt upon it; and when the hour of its danger and 
destruction drew nigh, when the 12th day of February, 1873, approached, the day 
of doom to the American dollar, the dollar of our fathers, how silent was the work 
of the enemy! Nota sound, not a word, po note of warning to the American peo- 
ple that their favorite coin was about to be destroyed as money ; that the greatest 
financial revolution of modern times was in contemplation and about to be accom- 
plished against their highest and dearest rights! The tax-payers of the United 
States were no more notified or consulted on this momentous measure than the 
slaves on @ southern plantation before the war, when their master made up his 
mind to increase their task or to change them from a corn to a cotton field. Never 
since the foundation of this Government bas a law of such vital and tremendous 
import, or indeed of any importance at all, crawled into our statute books so fur 
tively and so noiselessly as this. Its enactment there wae as completely unknown 
to the people, and indeed to four-fifths of Congress itself, as the presence of a bur- 
giur in a house at midnight is to its sleeping inmates. This was rendered possible 
| ig because the clandestine movement was so utterly unexpected, and partly 

rom the nature of the bill in which it occurred. 


. . * . . 

But, sir, having pointed out the false pretenses under cover of which the Amer- 
ican silver dollar was eliminated from our money system, it yet remains to inquire 
into the real reasons for sach an act 

A distinguished member of the monetary commission, Hon. W. 8. 
Groesbeck, in an address which he delivered in New York before the 
American Bankers’ Association on September 13, 1877, used the fol- 
lowing language : 

In 1873 and 1874, I believe without a single recommendation from the press, or 
from boards of trade, or chambers of commerce, or from any other direction, and 
when, for the first time, our public debt had become heavy and burdensome, and 
private indebtedness was larger than ever before, and we were in a state of sus- 
pension upon a currency, amounting to morethan seven hundred millions ; in such 
an cxigenecy, and with the knowledge that we were richer in mines of silver than 
any nation on the globe, we threw our silver away and set up gold alone. 

Mr. Halsted, of the Cincinnati Commercial, who is the leading and 
persistent and unscrupulous advocate for the coinage of silver as ex- 
pressed in the House bill now pending in the Senate, in a published 
letter in the New York Nation of December 27 last says: 

I have advertised in vain for a member of Congress who can say that he voted 
for the demonetizatiorf of silver, knowing when he cast his vote what it meant. I 
have appealed to the press for an editorial article published in the year 1573 or 1874 
for or against the change from the double to the single standard ; and the conclusion 
is that po such article appeared in any American newspaper. 

The Chicago Tribune of January 19, 1878, says: 

The clause in the consolidated-mint bill stopping the coinage of silver dollars 
was furtively inserted; not one member of Congress in fifty knew of it; not one 
man in the thousand outside of Congress knew anything about it. 

And the distinguished Thurlow Weed, although when the evidence 
was placed before him in part as to the open and deliberate manner 
in which this bill was put before the public frankly withdrew the 
charge, has, it seems, come back to it afresh, unwilling to give it up, 
and has concluded on the whole that it was stealthily put through 
Congress. The distinguished Senator from West Virginia {Mr. HERE- 
FORD] has repeated to-day his charge that it went through Congress 
without Congress knowing what it was, and that it was never read 
in the House of Representatives. Under these circumstances, and be- 
cause I believe that much of the prejudice against that measure itself 
has arisen from the impresslon spread abroad among the people and 
insisted upon by the advocates of this measure that for some wrong 
end and in some dark corner and in some unusual way the bill was 
passed, it is due to those who were instrumental in its passage to 
spread upon the records of the Senate the evidence that shows, as I 
said on another occasion, that no measure of that importance for the 
last twenty years has been so spread before the public, so deliberately 
examined, and so commended to the public mind, the mind of the 
financier and the banker and the moneyed man, his opinion invoked 
upon it, and those provisions of it which demonetized silver criti- 
cised pro and con before it came before Congress, and after it came 
before Congress in the House of Representatives, in the Senate, and 
everywhere until it became a law. 

Sir, the bill in its rough draught, two years before it became a law, 
was sent by its authors to all the distinguished financiers and moneyed 
men of the country, and their opinion invoked upon its provisions. 
They replied in letters, some of them for it and some of them against 
it, some suggesting a dollar of 385 grains instead of 384, some pro- 
testing against the demonetization of the dollag at all; and all views 
which moneyed men familiar with the effect of such a measure upon 
the currency of the country were likely to entertain and entertain at 
this time were communicated to the Treasury Department on its in- 
Vitation with the proposed bill before them. The House of Repre- 


sentatives then took interest enough in the measure after this w 
done to call, by a resolution passed by the House, on the Secretar, of 
the Treasury to lay before the House of Representatives that corr, 
spondence. I holdin my hand the letter of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in response to that call, printed by the House of Represent iti 
at that time. The letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, add 
to the Speaker, bears date June 25, 1870, and is as follows : 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 25. |979 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a resolution of th: Hous 
of Representatives, under date of the 4th instant, directing the Secretary of +), 
Treasury— 
I ask Senators who think this was done in the dark to listen to 
resolution adopted by the House— 


“to furnish this House copies of all correspondence between the Department and 
ofticers of the different mints and assay offices, and other persons, touching a | 
and report submitted April 25, 1870, by the Secretary of the Treasury to th: 
nance Committee of the Senate, to revise the law relative to the mints, assay of}\ 
and coinage of the United States.” F 

I inclose herewith a communication from the deputy comptroller of the cur. 
rency, transmitting, as far as practicable, copies of the correspondence called fo, 
by the resolution. ai 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 


ives 


ressed 


the 


i 
Fi 


GEO. 8S. BOUTWELL, 


Secretary of the Treasy 
Hon. J. G. Biatne, a Re Sreenwy, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Then comes the letter of Mr. Knox, and then comes the entire cor- 
respondence. This is the heading to it: “Correspondence pertaining 
to the proposed revision of the mint and coinage laws of the United 
States.” I hold the printed document in my hand. If anybody de- 
sires to know whether it was concealed under anything else, if he 
will look to the manner in which it was printed in this book he will 
be entirely satisfied. I propose to read extracts from different letters 
in this book, both pro and con, submitted to the House of Representa- 
tives for their information nearly two years before the bill became 
the law. 

The first of these letters is that of Mr. James Pollock, Director of 
the Mint at Philadelphia. He says: 

Sec. 11. The reduction of the — of the whole dollar is approved, and was 
recommended in my annual report of 1861. 

As long ago as the year 1861 the then Director of the Mint, in his 
report to Congress, recommended the same thing. I am not discuss 
ing the propriety of the passage of the law, but the knowledge that 
those had who did pass it. 

Here is the first letter calling attention to that section of the bill 
which demonetized silver. Mr. Robert Patterson, of Philade]phia, 
who had for many years been connected with the mint service, pro- 
posed that— 

The silver dollar, balf dime, and three-cent piece should be dispensed with 


And his proposition was printed in this book with capital letters at 
the head in these words: 


Silver dollar, half dime, and three-cent piece discontinued. 


And these are the words, touching that matter, of Mr. Patterson, 
published in this book : 

The silver dollar, half dime, and three-cent piece are dispensed with by this 
amendment. Gold becomes the standard money, of which the gold dollar is the 
unit. Silver is subsidiary, embracing coins from the dime to half dollar. Coit 
less than the dime are of copper-nickel. The legal tender is limited to the ne« 
sit nee the case; not more than a dollar for such silver, or fifteen cents for the 
nickels. 

That is the proposition of Mr, Patterson touching this proposed 
furtive, burglarious attempt to demonetize silver! 

Hon. H. R. Linderman, who had before been Director of the Mint 
at Philadelphia, a recognized authority on such questions, now at the 
head of the Mint Bureau in the Treasury Department, opposed the 
substitution of a dollar of 384 grains for the dollar of 412} grains, and 
suggested the discontinuance of the latter altogether, and this para- 
graph was printed with a heading also in capitals, as follows: 

DISCONTINUANCE OF SILVER DOLLAR. 

Section 11 reduces the weight of the silver dollar from 412} to 384 grains. I can 
see no good reason for the proposed reduction in the weight of this coin. It would be 
better, in my opinion, to discontinue its issue altogether. The gold dollar is really 
the legal unit and measure of value. Having a higher value as bullion than its 
nominal value, the silver dollar long ago ceased to be a coin of circulation ; and, 
being of no practical use whatever, its issue should be discontinued. 

Whether that be sound or not it was signifying to the Congress 
of the United States, when the call was made upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury for this information, that there was in this bill the propo- 
sition to discontinue the use of the silver dollar. ; 

Hon. James Ross Snowden, of Philadelphia, was formerly Director 
of the Mint. In his letter of March 10, 1872, published in this book, 
he opposes the proposed discontinuance of the dollar in a paragraph 
which was headed in capitals: 

THE PRESENT SILVER DOLLAR SHOULD NOT BE DISCONTINUED. 

I see— 

He says— 

I see that it is proposed to demonetize the silver dollar. This I think unady is- 
able. Silver coins below the dollar are now not money in a proper sense, but only 
tokens. I do not like the idea of reducing the silver dollar to that level. Itis quite 
true that the silver dollar, being more valuable than two half dollars or four quar- 
ter dollars, will not be used asa circulating medium, but —_ for cabinets, and per- 
haps to supply some occasional or local demand; yet I think there is no necessity 
for so considerable a piece as the dollar to be struck from metal which is only wo. th 
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pinety-four cents. When we speak of dollars let it be known that we speak of dol 
lars not demonetized and reduced below their intrinsic value, and thus avoid the 
introduction of contradictory and loose ideas of the standards of value. 


Mr. George F. Dunning, formerly superintendent of the United 


States assay Office in New York, proposed that a silver dollar of 384 
grains should be retained, and that the section in regard to coinage | 


should read as follows. This is his proposed substitute for the section 
in the bill which finally became the law: 


SecTION 11. And be it further enacted, That the silver coins of the United States | 


shall be a dollar, a half dollar, a quarter dollar, a dime or tenth of a dollar, and a 
half-dime or twentieth of a dollar. And the standard weight of the silver coins 


shall be in the pen of 324 grains to the dollar; and these coins shall be a 
legal tender in all payments not exceeding $5. 


Mr. E. B. Elliott, the distinguished statistician of the Treasury | 
Department, wrote a very long letter in favor of the proposition as | 


it originally came. It is headed in the print of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, “ The silver dollar—its discontinuance as a standard,” in 
capital letters : . 

THE SILVER DOLLAR—ITS DISCONTINUANCE AS A STANDARD. 


The bill proposes the discontinuance of the silver dollar, and the report which 
accompanies the bill suggests the substitution, for the existing standard silver dol 
lar, of a trade coin of intrinsic value equivalent to the Mexican silver piaster or 
dollar. 

If the existing standard silver dollar is to be discontinued and a trade coin of 
different weight substituted, I would suggest the desirableness of conforming to 
the Spanish-Mexican, silver, pillared piaster of 1704, in preference to that author 
ized by the Spanish law of 29th, 1772, or by the Mexican law of 27th November, 
1867 

The first-mentioned of these coins, that of 1704, contained, as nearly as may be, 
according to English assays, a weight of pure silver equivalent to 25 grams. “The 
last-menuioned, that of 1867, and which is intended to be equivalent to that of 1772, 
contains of pure silver 24.441 grams. 
contains 24.056 grams (i. e., 3714 troy grains) of pure silver. 

In the year 1704, by proclamation of Queen Anne, based on assays at the English 
mint, the Spanish and Mexican pieces of eight (or dollars) were declared to be each 
of the value of 4s. 6d. sterling. At this time, and until the year 1816, sixty-two 
shillings could be coined from a troy pound of standard silver, #4} fine; conse- 
quently, the dollar of 4s. 6d. sterling was equivalent in value t» 3e6.71 troy grains, 
or 25.059 grams of pure silver. Of these dollars, there would, of course, be four 
and four-ninths in a pound sterling, (silver standard.) The sterling par of exchange 
from that time to the present day has been one pound sterling, equal to four dol- 
lars and four-ninths of a dollar, although silver has ceased to be a standard in 
Great Britain and has practically ceased to be a standard in the United States, gold 
taking its place. This dollar, divided into six shillings, became thenceforth the 
standard of lawful money in the American colonies of Great Britain. 

By act of the congress of the Confederation, passed 8th August, 17286, and by the 
ordinance of 16th October, 1786, a silver dollar was established as a unit of account 
although not coined, containing of pure silver 375.64 troy grains, (or 24.33¢ grams.) 
lhis unit differed—as has been clearly pointed out by Jolin Quincy Adams, in his 
able report as Secretary of State, in 1821, “on weights and measures "—from the 
true dollar of 1704 as defined by the proclamation of Queen Anne, by a deduction 
of 2 per cent. for estimated wastage in coining, and by assuming the fineness of 
the metal to be 3}, whereas the fineness of standard British silver was then, as 
now, +4}. 

Thad hee of 2d April, 1792, of the new Congress, which established the Mint of 
the United States, also fixed the contents of pure silver in the standard silver dol 
lar at 371} grains, (or 24.956 grams,) a reduction of 4 per cent. from the sta@@ftard 
established by proclamation in 1704, and of 1} per cent. from the dollar prescribed 
in 1746 by the congress of the Confederation. 

This dollar (unlike the preceding) is not based on the Spanish-Mexican dollar of 
1704, but on the Goonies Whextenn dollar of 1772, from which it was derived by 
weighing of a large number of such coins as found in actual circulation, and con 
sequently considerably reduced by abrasion, nearly 1.6 per cent., below the stand. 
ard at which they were issued from the Mexican niint. 

rhe weight of pure silver in the dollar has continued unchanged from that time 
to the present, although the standard weight of the coin itself, reduced by a with 
draw al of 34 grains of alloy, has been somewhat diminished. 

It appears, therefore, that the existing silver dollar, although professedly based 
on the Spanish or Mexican silver dollar, does not fairly represent any coin ever 
issued from those mints ; that itis merely a representative of the average of abraded 
Spanish-Mexican coins. 

The coins most in demand for oriental commerce were for many years the pil 
lared Spanish-Mexican piasters ; and such was their popularity that they continued 
to be preferred long after their intrinsic value had been considerably reduced by 
wear 10 Use, 
the old standard, to wit, one containing 25 grams of pure silver, is a subject which 
would seem to demand favorable consideration. 

It may be well here to call attention to the fact thatthe French silver coin of five 
francs contains, of standard gold nine-tenths fine, just 25 grams, which also is the 
weight proposed for two half dollars of the token or subsidiary coinage of the 
United States, in case that a metric coinage is adopted. (See Table III, pages 30 
and 31, Appendix to Report on the Mint and Coinage Bill.) The intrinsic value 
of the proposed subsidiary coinage would therefore be less by just one-tenth than 
that of the commercial silver coin here proposed. 


This bill, as 1 have said, was submitted to the National Board of 
Trade. These resolutions were passed unanimously by the National 
Board of Trade, consisting of representatives from nearly all the 
chambers of commerce and boards of trade within the United States, 
at its annual meeting in the city of New York, October 19, 1572, 
about four months before the bill finally became a law and some 
months after it had passed the House of Representatives; and a copy 
of these resolutions was sent to every member of Congress: 


Resolved, That the National Board of Trade of the United States, now assembled 
in the city of New York, after due consideration of the difficulties and the delays 
which have prevented thus far the unification or the assimilation of the gold coin 
age of the United States with that of any of the nations of Europe, deems it highly 
desirable for the increase of commerce and intercourse throughout the world that 
the necessary measures be taken, without loss of time, for unifying the silver dol- 
lar of the United States with silver coins of equal weight and quality in the other 
nations of America and in those of Europe, Asia, and Australia. 

Resolved, That this object, so important to the advancing civilization of the age 
may now be readily attained and without encountering any of the ¢ifliculiies expe 
nenced or apprehended in the unification of the gold coinage, by a slight amend 
ment of that portion of the bill now pending in Congress for the general revision of 


ihe coinage of the United States, which proposes to reduce the existing weight of | 


the silver dollar (412} grains) to 384 grains. , 
Resolved, That in view of the very important fact that such a weight for the 


| by side with the silver coins of those 


The existing silver dollar of the United States | 





| entire change in the manner of issuing th« 


The restoration, as a trade coin, of a silver dollar approximating to | 





United States silver dollar would allow it imn 
and without recoinage or other impedi nt ar 


tely to pass unchanged in name 


| bearing our national emblems side 
Suropean nations having a population now 
exceeding one hundred and twenty millions, reaching from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the western boundary of Turkey, and in view also of the strong probability that 
the same weight will be eventually adopted by all th« 


i 


i I oining nations of the world, 
the National Board of Trade hereby repectfully urges upon Congress the adoption 


of the amendment referred to of the Pr nding bill 


Resolved, That copies of these resolutions, duly authenticated, be transmitted to 
both Houses of Congress. 

The New York Chamber of Commerce unanimously passed similar 
resolutions on the 6th day of May, 1872, in these words: 


Resolved, That, in view of the bill now pending in Congress for revising the laws 
relative to the coinage of the United States, the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of New York respectfully requests the Senators and Representatives from 
said State to urge upon Congress the propriety and importance of exempting the 
coinage of gold and silver from all charges beyond the actual cost of retin nd 
coining and a small percentage sufficient to provide a fand for withdrawit om 
circulation and recoining the gold and silver coins of the United States whenever 
worn by use “below the standard weight and limit of tolerance prescribed or to 
be prescribed by law. 

Resolved, That tie chamber perceives with great satisfaction that the pending 


| bill provides that the gold dollar shall be “the unit of value” and that the silver 


dojlar shall hereafter be a legal tender only for amounts not exceeding 25, thereby 
— an end in the United States to the absurdity of a“ double standard " for 
egal money and establishing gold as the single and only standard. The bill fur- 
ther proposes to reduce the weight of the silver dollar (now 412} grains, at which 
it has virtually ceased to circulate) to 384 grains, being double the present weight 
of the half dollar and other subdivisions of the dollar. In view, however, of the im 
portant fact that by an addition to the proposed weight of 384 grains of only one grain 
and four-fifths of a grain, (being in money value less than half a cent) the weight 
of the new dollar may be established at 365.20 grains, practically the exact equi 
ponderant of twenty-fiveeven metric grams, that increase is strongly re commended. 
‘Twenty-five grams is the actual legal weight in silver, nine-tenths fine, of the five 
franc coin of France, Belgium, and Switzerland, of the five-lire silver coin of 
Italy, of the five-drachma silver coin of Greece, of the five-peseta silver coin of 
Spain, and is precisely equivalent to that of two florins of the new coinage proposed 
for Austria and about to be established. The new dollar of the United States, hav- 
ing a population of forty millions, with this metric weight would circulate side by 
side with the silver coinage of all those nations, having a population of one hun- 
dred and twenty-five millions. The wide-spread unification in silver thus estab 
lished, withont loss or inconvenience to the United States, and with a change so 
trifling from the existing subdivisions of its silver coin, would in its turn inevita- 
bly lead to the more important unification of the present varying gold coinage of 
the world. Itis in view of these facts that the deuar ventures to express the 
hope by the present resolution that the Congress and the executive authorities of 
the United States will not hesitate to adopt this weight of twenty-five metric 
grams, or 385.80 grains, for the new silver dollar, leading to results so important 
to the civilization of the age. 


These resolutions were sent toeach member of Congress; and they 
were published the next day after their adoption in the New York 
Times. The New York Bankers’ Magazine, which I have before me, 
in the July number, 1870, contained this bill and the original report 
from the Treasury Department recommending its passage. In Febru- 
ary, 1871, the Bankers’ Magazine in its first article was devoted to 
“The proposed revision of the coinage of the United States, as now 
before Congress,” reprinting the bill, and the comments and the rea- 
sons for it, and among others things said : 


The amendments proposed by the bill were as follows: 

“The new features of the bill now submitted are chiefly : the establishment of a 
Mint Bureau at the Treasury Department, which shall also have charge of the col- 
lection of statistics relative to the precious metals; the consolidation of the otlice 
of Superintendent with that of the Treasurer, thus abolishing the latter otlice, and 
disconnecting the Mint entirely from the oflice of assistant treasurer ; the repeal 
of the coinage charge, and authorizing the exchange of unparted for refined bars ; a 
reduction in the amount of wastage, and the tolerance (deviation in weight and 
fineness) in the manutacture of coin; requiring the token coinage to be of one 
material of uniform value, and to be redeemed under proper regulations when 
issued in excess, and the expense of its manufacture to be paid from specific ap 
propriations, and not from the gain arising in its manufacture, as heretofore; an 
silver (subsidiary) coinage ; discontiy 
uing the coinage of the silver dollar; limiting the amount of silver to be used as 
alloy, so as to make the gold coinage of uniform color; the destruction of the dies 
not in use annually ; requiring vouchers to pass between the different oflicers of 
the Mint in all transfers of bullion or coin; requiring increased londs from officers 
of the Mint, and authorizing each officer to nominate his subordinate before ap 
pointment; and also making it an offense to increase or diminish the weights used 
in the Mint.” 


In June, 1873, after the passage of the bill, the Bankers’ !fagazine 
contained a revision of the whole work in areport made to the Board 
of Trade of New York by Hon. Samuel B. Ruggles, in which he set 
forth the marked feature of the discontinuance of the silver dollar 
as then existing as a portion of the silver currency of the United States, 
and says: 


The bill, thus amended, duly passed the Senate. The House disagreed to the 
amendments, which led to the appointment of a committee of conference— 


Which he names— 


After much discussion in these committees the amendments in question were 
unanimously approved, and the respective reports of the committees were unani 
mously concurred in by both Houses, to wit, in the Senate on the 6th and in the 
House on the 7th of February, and finally passed, and the bill was approved shortly 
after by the President. Previously thereto, on the 3lst of December, 1872, astate 
ment prepared by the undersigned of the condition at the time of the meas 


| of the facts and reasons urged in favor of the amendment proposed by the Chan 


ber of Commerce and the National Board of Trade, and especially the importance 
of a preliminary unification of silver coin in greatly facilitating the eventual uni 
fication of the different coinages of gold, had been printed for the information of 
the members of the chamber, a copy of which is hereto annexed. Separate copies 
of this statement had alf been sent to each of the members of both Houses of 
Congress who consequently legislated on the bill with full knowledge and appre- 


ciation of all the objects, aims, and contemplated effects of the proposed amend- 
ments. 


This was in June, 1863, before any s raised, before any 
effect of the bill was known or felt, or before the relative price of 
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silver and gold had so changed as to make it at all desirable in the 
mind of any gentleman in Congress to have silver restored. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator from Massachu- | 
setts yield? 

Mr. DAWES. Iam nearly through, and then I will answer any 
question. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I did not know whether it would be convenient 
to the Senator to allow an interruption or not. If it is inconvenient, 
I will not interrupt him. 

Mr. DAWES. If I can throw any light on this subject by answering 
any question, it will be convenient for me to yield for that purpose. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I only wish to know whether I understand the 
Senator correctly in saying here that the character of the bill of 
February, 1873, demonetizing silver, was fully known and appreciated 
by the two branches of Congress when it was passed. I wish to know 
whether the Senator means to assert that. 

Mr. SARGENT. It is the object of his argument. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It may be the object of his argument, but he may 
not squarely assert it. I wish to know whether he does. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I want to have this matter entirely 
understood—— 

Mr. VOORHEES. So do I, 

Mr. DAWES. I have here some extracts from what was said in 
the House of Representatives when the bill was considered there. 

Mr. VOORHEES. While the Senator is looking for his notes, let me 
say this in reply to the drift of his argument, inasmuch as the Sena- 
tor from California suggests what the object of his argument is 

Mr. DAWES. I will answer the Senator now. I was looking for 
a pamphlet, one in the series. In the original print of the bill which 
was sent, as I have stated, to all the boards of trade and financiers, 
and which was originally reported to Congress, I want to call atten- 
tion to the last section. 

Mr. VOORHEES. When the Senator said he would answer my ques- 
tlon— 

Mr. DAWES. I will answer the question. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Does the Senator understand what my question 
is exactly ? 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, I understand it exactly. I did not want to an- 
swer it right at this point. That was all. 

Mr. VOORHEES. All right. 

Mr. DAWES. The lastsection of the bill as sent toall these boards of 
trade and as originally reported left no possible doubt thatthe plan and 
purpose of the bill—and I speak of this in reference to the statement 
of the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Hower] and the charge that this 
thing was actually completed in the Revised Statautes—the purpose 
and object of the measure from the outset was to do what has been 
done now, I have never said rightly or wrongly. That was its pur- 
pose, as | will show, if the Senate will listen to the last section of the 
first draught of the bill that went to all these people for their opinion, 
that came back, that was submitted to the House of Representatives 
with their comments, and was reported back :. 

Src. 71. « it further enacted, That this act may be cited as the “ coinage act, 
1870 and all t..c other acts and parts of acts pertaining to the mints, assay oflices, 
and coinage of the UV uited States are hereby repealed. 

The intention was to have the entire law in reference to the coin- 
age and currency that was in force after the passage of this act con- 
tained in the act itself, repealing everything else pertaining to coinage 
and mints and currency. That was the purpose. There is no ques- 
tion but that those who thought this a desirable act designed to codify 
the whole mint laws into one act; and that there might be no ques- 
tion whatever on that point they proposed to repeal every other en- 
actment pertaining to the subject. I have stated before that the 
bill—— 

Mr. VOORHEES. Does the Senator call that an answer to my 
question ? 

Mr. DAWES. That is no answer to the Senator's question. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I think not. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator is unduly impatient, certainly, for I 
told him I did not want to answer him right at that point. I have 
stated before that this bill was printed eleven times by order of the 
different Houses. 

Mr. VOORHEES. What bill? 

Mr. DAWES. The bill that passed the Congress of the United 
States. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The substitute offered by your colleague, Mr. 
Hooper, that was never read in the House and that contains the de- 
mouetization of silver? 

Mr. SARGENT. I think the Senator from Indiana assumes—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Massachu- 
setts yield? 

Mr. DAWES. LIintend to treat the Senator from Indiana fairly, 
and I know he does not intend to treat me otherwise. It was in fact 
printed thirteen times; and now I want to say that the provision in 
the bill touching the demonetization of silvers never was altered at 
all from the clause in the original bill. I now answer my friend. 
There is some question whether the substitute offered by my col- 
league was ever read in the House. There are those who reading the 
record think it was; Ido not think it was read; but when any gen- 
tleman says that the law demonetizing silver was never read in that 
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House he unintentionally conveys a wrong meaning. The origina) 
bill was read many atime. The substitute offered by my colleague 
and the bill for which it was a substitute, touching the demoneti, a- 
tion of silver, are word for word in totidem verbis, and while it canyot 
be true and I think the record shows that it is not true that the sy). 
stitute was read—— 

Mr. SARGENT. The record shows that it was read, and that part 
of it was read twice at the request of Mr. McCormick, of Missourj 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, there is some question about it. The Senaty, 
from Indiana (Mr. VoornEEs] and the Senator from West Virginia 
(Mr. HEREFORD] both insist that it was not read. 

Mr. VOORHEES. And you agree with us. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I understand the Senator from Massachusetts 
to agree with us. 

Mr. DAWES. I think with those two Senators that that substi. 
tute was not read. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Exactly. © 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator allow me a moment, as the Sen- 
ator differs from me on that point ? 

Mr. DAWES. I do not wish to be interrupted now; but what dif- 
ference does it make when the substitute contained the matter about 
which we are having this controversy ? That provision in the bil! 
about which and for which my colleague was arraigned as having 
done something stealthily is found in the substitute and in the orig- 
inal bill, both word for word the same, and that provision was read 
over and over again. 

When any one says that that provision was not read in the House 
of Representatives, because he thinks that the substitute was not 
read there, he does not tell the whole truth to the country, and mis- 
leads the country upon that point. Of course I do not mean to say that 
any Senator intends to mislead the country, but the Senator from 
West Virginia a moment ago, with the record in his hand, stands up 
here and says that the substitute never was read, when, if he had 
compared that substitute with the original bill clear back to the tirst 
point and run all through and compared it with the bill then pend- 
ing in the House of Representatives and for which it was a substi- 
tute, he would have found that the provision in the substitute demon- 
etizing the silver dollar was precisely the same in the substitute that 
it was in the original pending measure. 

Mr. SARGENT. Now will the Senator allow me one moment? 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator will allow me, I will now answer the 
Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. SARGENT. 1 do not wish to insist, but I should like to make 
one remark if the Senator will allow me. 

Mr. DAWES. I will before I sit down. 

Mr. SARGENT. Very well. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Indiapva is impatient to know 
Wha@pher I presume to say that the bill was passed by the House of 
Representatives having any knowledge of what it contained touch- 
ing the demonetization of silver. All I know about it is what the 
members of the committee having it in charge said to the House 
about it, and I pray the Senator from Indiana tolisten. Hon. WILL- 
1AM D. KELLEY, of Philadelphia, in discussing that very feature of 
the bill, reported once by him, then pending after a recommital and 
reported by another member of the committee—Hon. WILLIAM D. 
KELLEY, with a voice somewhat loud ; surely he does not speak in a 
low voice ; he speaks intelligently ; he speaks ably; he speaks clearly 
and speaks so that all except those who are deaf are sure to hear— 
Hon. WILLIAM D. KELLEY said this: 

It is impossible to retain the double standard. The values of gold and silver 
constantly fluctuate. You cannot determine this year what will be the relative 
values of gold and silver next year. They were 15tola short timeago. They are 
16 to 1 now. Hence all experience bas shown that you must have one standard 
coin which shall be legal tender for all others, and then you may promote your 
domestic convenience by having a subsidiary coinage of silver which shall circu 


late in all parts of your country as legal tender for a limited amount and be re 
deemable at. its face value by your Government. 


But, sir, I again call the attention of the House te the fact that the gentlemen 
who oppose this bill— 

There was opposition to the bill. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will my friend from Massachusetts allow me 
right there to ask him a question ? 

Mr. DAWES. Let me read through what Mr. KELLEY said— 

Bot, sir, I again call the attention of the House to the fact that the gentlemen 
who oppose this bill insist upon maintaining a silver dollar worth three and a half 
cents more than the gold dollar and worth seven cents more than two half dollars 
and that sv long as these provisions are in force you cannot keep silver coin in this 
country. 

Hon. CLARKSON N. Potrer who opposed the bill alluded to the 
same provision. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Now will my friend yield to mef 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 2 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will not the Senator from Massachusetts admit 
that when that speech of Mr. KELLEY was made, it was made upon 
the original bill and not upon the substitute which passed, and that 
it was made some five or six weeks before the substitute that finally 
became a law was before the House of Representatives at all? 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I will do that if the Senator from 
West Virginia, the next time he gets up to say this was stealthily put 
through Congress, will state that the substitute which he thinks was 
not read contained the same provision in it which the original bill 
had, and about which Mr. KELLEY was speaking. Mr. KELLEY was 
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speaking about the same provision in the original bill that was in the 
substitute. It is true that he spoke about this provision pending the 
original bill and not pending the substitute. 
from West Virginia wants me to state that I will do it, because truth 
requires that I should, and all I will exact in return is that he shall 
not omit to state any part of the truth the next time he feels 
duty to tell the country that this was not fully considered. 
Mr. HEREFORD. I still say that when it became a law it was not 
erstood. 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. 
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That was Mr. Potrer. Now what said Hon. Thomas McNeely, of 
[llinois, another member of the committee ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Iwill not interrupt the Senator if it is disagre« 
able to him. He and I have served long together, and we under- 
stand each other. He says I am impatient, but lam not. I willask 
the Senator if it is disagreeable for him to be interrupted to say so, 
and I will not interrupt him at all. But I want to ask this ques 


tion, whether it is not a fact that after the original bill had thus | 


been exposed by KELLEY and PoTTeER, and its true character com- 
menced dawning on the mind of Congress and the public mind, it 


was not pressed to final action, but a substitute that was not read | 


and that nobody knew contained the same provisions that were ob- 
jectionable in the original bill was put in its place and it was passed 
then without the slightest consideration, debate, or discussion. Is not 
that the fact? 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, nobody when the attention of Con- 
gress was called to these particular features objected to them at all. 


If the Senator will read the debates in the House on that occasion he | 


will understand that there was a controversy between Mr. POTTER 
and Mr. KELLEY over nickel. If the Senator has read the debates I 
appeal to him that when these members of that committee, one after 
the other, called attention to this feature no one from the beginning 
to the end objected to this feature. Now I want to read what Hon. 
Thomas MeNeely, of Illinois, said : 

Asa member of the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, having care 


fully examined every section and line of this bill and generally understanding the 
subject before us, I am satisfied that the bill ought to pass. 


Hon. Samuel Hooper, of Massachusetts, explained the section in this 
way: 


Section 16— 


Now I expect some Senator will get up and inquire if Ido not know 
that Mr. Hooper afterward introduced a substitute for this which 
was never read ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Well, why did he? 

Mr. DAWES. Not for the purpose of getting through Congress a 
section which had run through the bill in thirteen different prints, 
had met the universal approbation of all parties, against which not 
a syllable had been uttered in the House of Representatives, but for 
the purpose of modifying objectionable features touching the details 
of coinage, not touching the silver dollar in any respect ; and I defy— 
no, Ido not like to use that word—I submit to the Senator from In 
diana that he may search the record of this bill from the time it left 
the Comptroller’s office. in 1870 till the time it was made a law, and 
he will tind nowhere anything that justifies the charge that anybody 
having charge of the bill or having considered it officially anywhere 
differed with this provision of the bill. 

Mr. VOORHEES, Willthe Senatorfrom Massachusetts, then, while 
he is explaining everything else—and he is very fertile in explana- 
tions 

Mr. DAWES. I want to read something more, and then I will lis- 
ten to the interruptions of the Senator trom Indiana. I have de- 
tained the Senate much longer than I desired to do; but I propose to 
put upon the records of the Senate evidence to show the gross impro- 
priety of the attempt to make the American people believe that this 
provision of the bill of 1873 did not receive more than the usual con- 
sideration attached to measures of thatimportance. Isay it received 
more than any Senator can point to as given to any measure for the 
last twenty years. I want the American people to have these facts 
before them as an answer to this charge. Hon. Samuel Hooper ex- 
plained this section of the bill : 

Section 16 re-enacts the provisions of existing laws and defines the silver coins 
and their weights respectively, except in relation to the silver dollar, which is re- 
duced in weight from 412} to 384 grains, thus making it a subsidiary coin in hat 


mony with the silver coins of less denomination to secure its concurrent circula 
ton with them. The silver dollar of 412} grains, by reason of its bullion or intrin 


sic value nan greater than its nominal value, long since ceased to be a coin of | 
ni It does not circulate | 


circulation and is melted by manufacturers of silverware. 
now in commereial transactions with any country, and the convenience of the man- 
ufacturers in this respect can better be met by supplying small stamped bars of 
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I 
| ldo believe the members of the Congress which passed that bill 
| understood the scope and meaning and purpose of the provision. 
| the light of all this evidence, if any 


In 
Senator can point to a measure 
that has passed Congress in the last twenty years in reference to 
which so much pains was taken to enlighten the public and call for 
the criticism of the public by the friends of the measure in order to 
avail themselves of the benefit of those criticisms, I wait for any one 


| to tell me what that measure is. 


Mr. DORSEY rose. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from California desired to put a ques 
tion to me and I have kept him waiting. lam now ready to hear 
him. 

Mr. VOORHEES. You have kept me waiting longer. 

Mr. SARGENT. I did not exactly desire to put a question to the 
Senator from Massachusetts, but to make a suggestion. 

Mr. DORSEY. I yielded the iloor about an hour and a half ago 
to the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. HER FORD] to make a state 
ment, and out of that have grown two or three speeches. Now I will 
yield again for a moment to the Senator from California. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam much obliged to you. Itis a matter of very 
little consequence, so far as the object attempted to be made in this 
debate is concerned, whether a substitute which apparently passed 


resident 


| the House of Representatives came to the Senate, and subsequently 


went to acommittee of conference, was read or not. In other words, 
it is no exeuse for oppressing the creditors of this country on the 
ground that they then sought unfairly to demonetize silver, and that 
they ought not to be paid, because as silver at that time was worth 
more than gold they were obviously working against their own in- 
and such an inference is logically absurd. 

But I insist as the fact that the substitute was read in full in the 
House of Representatives. This is the history of the matter as shown 
in the Congressional Globe, word by word: Mr. Hooper, some weeks 
after the debate of 1872, wherein he had explained that the bill did 
demonetize silver—and I make this remark in reply to something 
that was said by the Senator from West Virginia, [Mr. HEREFORD} 
brought forward an amendment in the nature of a substitute and 
asked that it be put upon its passage under the two-thirds rule. 
Some one asked that it be read. Hesaid “it is long, and I hope not 
He insisted that it should be passed under the operation of the rule 
without being read. The yeas and nays were called npon the com 
plex proposition that the bill be passed without reading, and the 
motion was voted down. The record next says that the Clerk com 
menced reading the substitute. Some little debate occurred and ap 
parently the Clerk finished the reading. That is sustained by the 
further fact that Mr. M Missouri, said: 

I ask that the nineteenth section be again read 


terests ; 


Cormick, of 


Not “ be read,” but “be again read,” showing thatit had been read 
In other words, the House de voted down the prop 
osition to pass the bill without reading. The Clerk had started in 


once. iberately 
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nth section be “again read.” Yet with like 
pread upon the record has been attempted to be 
l that the in the House. 


iacts 
a quibble 


ubstitute was not read i insist, as a 


ter af recollection, that it was read in the House; 
rete! 


to the l 


debate they will tind that I was there attentively 


vatchit 


I think the Senator from Massachusetts is entirely mistaken when, 


with a record like that, he says the substitute was not probably read. | 


I say it was read, according to the record and according to my rec- 
ellection. 

Mr. DAWES. I did not say it was not probably read. 
of my own impression about it. I did not desire to enter into the 
controversy whether it was read or not, because it is utterly childish 
to make an argument about whether it was or was not read, when 
this provision had been read over and over again in the pending bill. 
It is utterly childish to undertake to build an argument against the 
manner in which it was done, by saying that the substitute was not 
read, when the very words in it were in the pending bill. 
I did not desire to enter into that controversy. 
however, was that it was not read. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, it is too late to-day to enter into 
any further discussion about this matter, and I shall not detain the 
Senate. I am not going to make aspeech. I only want to say that 
I do not propose to try to settle the controversy between the Senator 
from Massachusetts and the Senator from California as to whether 
the substitute was read or not. As I look at the Globe it was not 


read, and there was objection made to its being read by the member 
from Massachusetts, Mr. Hooper. 


Mr. SARGENT. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 

Mr. SARGENT. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 
wards read. 

Mr. SARGENT. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 

Mr. SARGENT 

Mr. VOORITEES. 

Mr. SARGENT. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 

Mr. SARGENT. Certainly, it does. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It does not appear soto me. At any rate, I will 
not take up time at this late hour. The Senator from Massachusetts 
agrees with me, and when I get him on my side I feel as if it was so 
much clear gain. All I desire to say is this: I know the ingenuity of 
the Senator from Massachusetts by long years of service with him in 
the House. His special pleading here this afternoon on this floor, 
however, cannot change the fact that this legislation took place 
without the knowledge of the American people. He has submitted 
accumulated testimony here upon the point that persons wrote letters 
to each other upon this subject, that bankers schemed about it, and 
that certain public officers considered the matter and exchanged views 
with each other; but that this question was discussed as it is being 
discussed now, that the American people heard it, or thought of it, 
or were advised of it, is simply not so; not one word or syllable of it. 

I reiterate every word that the Senator from Massachusetts read 
from the speech I made a few days ago. When the day of the destruc- 
tion of the American dollar drew nigh there was no sound or note of 
warning given to the American people of such a financial revolution. 
It seems, and I have learned that from the lips of the Senator here 
to-day, more than I knew before, that a bill was brought forward, 
according to his statement—and indeed I only have his statement for 
it; of course I accept it as true—containing a provision like that 
which is now the law, and when members like Mr. KELLEY and Mr. 
PorTrer and others discussed it, and its provisions became known, 
for some reason or other the Senator’s then colleague in the House 
moved a substitute in which it was not known that the same ora 
like provision was contained, 

Mr. DAWES. On what ground does the Senator say that it was 
not read f 

Mr. VOORHEES. On the ground of the Senator’s admission awhile 
igo that this substitute was not read. 

Mr. DAWES. I never admitted it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I appeal to Senators and to everybody who 
heard the Senator; and in the discussion which arose between the 
Senator from California and the Senator from Massachusetts, the 
latter did so admit it, and the Senator from California had no other 
purpose in rising than to antagonize the Senator from Massachusetts 
on that very point, and to prove that he was incorrect in his admis- 
sion that it was not read. When I asked the Senator why Mr. Hooper 
moved this substitute, if it was similar on this great question to the 
original bill, how did he answer me? He answered that he did it not 
for certain purposes, not for this and not for the other thing, but he 
did not answer why a substitute was moved which, according to his 
own admission, was not read and its provisions not made public. 

Now, sir, I am willing that this issue made by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts shall go to the country: whether in point of fact, as he has 
sought to make us believe here, the provisions of this bill demone- 
tizing silver were known or not. I ask him in that connection how 
he accounts for the fact that so able, so vigilant, so careful a legis- 


Therefore 
My own impression, 


Was he not overruled by the vote of the House ? 
But it was never read afterwards. 

How does the Senator prove that? 
Because it does not appear that it was after- 


The record saysthat the Clerk commenced reading. 
lt does not; I beg pardon. 

That he commenced f 
Why did he not finish, then ? 

I say he did. 
Would it not appear so if he did? 


f Missouri, asked | lator and attendant upon his public duties as JaMEs A 


| before his people in the last canvass in Ohio and candidly 

| edged that he knew not when this act was done; how he aceo 

; and if Senators | for the fact that aman charged with such important public duties. 
he, well known for his high ability and his close vigilance in the «; 

it, because I interjected some remarks as you will perceive. | charge of those duties, stood in a debate with Mr. Pendleton a 


Lonly spoke | 


just as it is made. 





a ; A. GARFIELD 
then chairman of the Committee on Appropriations in the House stood 
, Stood 
acknow] 
is 
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mitted that he did not know when it was done; that so far as ly ae 
it was not read or heard; that so far as he knew the yeas and 
were not called? Sir, such testimony as that is of the highest aja 
most important character. sii 

I ask the Senator to account for another thing. Never was a mor 
vigilant or watchful legislator than my colleague, Mr. Holman. ay 
he has borne similar testimony. Higher and stronger and aboy, 
them, and above all testimony of members and Senators, is tie tes: 
mony of the American people that they did not know this thing hag 
been done. Your President, nearly one year after he had signe 
bill, spoke of the relief that was to come to the country by the 
of silver in its increasing flow from our mines, and he did not ky 
that he had signed such a bill. 

The Senator from California says that it is absurd to say that th 
creditor class or the bondholding interest were seeking to demon: 
tize silver, because it was higher then than gold. That is a disingey 
uous argument, for the reason that everybody knows there was then 
a promised increase of silver, which was the motive for remonetizi; \r 
and thus lessening the specie or metallic basis to which we h 
eventually, in the estimation of Senators and perhaps of the country 
at large, to attain. 

I repeat, sir, that Iam willing for this issue to go to the country 
The public did not know and Congress did yo} 
know, with the exception of a very few, that this act was being don 

Mr.DAWES. Mr. President, I desire to be set exactly right in th 
matter of saying that I agreed with the Senator from Indiana and 
the Senator from West Virginia that the substitute was not read 
I said it was my impression that it was not read, and in that im- 
pression I agreed with those Senators, but that I did not desire to go 
into that controversy. I do not know whether it was read or not 
My impression is now with the Senator from Indiana and the Senator 
from West Virginia, that it was not read through. I went upon the 
ground, and I am not going to repeatit, that when a Senator stops short 
with simply stating that it never was read, and omits to state that the 
provision, which he says never was read by saying that the substituts 
never was read, had been submitted to Congress and read a do 
times, he does not tell the whole truth. 

The Senator from Indiana says that the public did not know any 
thing about this legislation. I called attention to the fact that th 
New York Chamber of Commerce and the National Board of Trade 
in open convention discussed and approved of it, and passed resolu- 
tions asking that it be done, and sent a copy of their resolutions to 
each member of Congress; and the action of the New York Chamber 
of Commerce, the very words of the resolution which I have read 
here, was published in the New York dailies the nextday. The Sena- 
tor from Indiana assumes to speak for the great public, and says that 
the public did not know that there was the slightest intention to di 
monetize silver. He brings up the fact that a distinguished member 
of the House of Representatives has been ‘ound who being absent 
from the House when it was passed or engaged in committee — 

Mr. HEREFORD. I beg pardon, General GARFIELD was present 
and participated in the discussion on the very day that the measure 
passed. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The record shows that he did. 

Mr. HEREFORD. And the record shows that he was there upon 
that day in his seat and participated in the discussion. 

Mr. DAWES. I cannot make these remarks if interrupted. Being 
absent, I repeat, from the House when the bill passed, or being en- 
gaged in the duties of a laborious committee, or otherwise engaged, 
he did not understand, as he does most of the legislation, this partic- 
ular, about which he was not called upon officially, as a member of 
any committee, to understand. There is no doubt about that. 

The Senator says that the President of the United States a year 
afterward had forgotten, if he ever knew, that it was in the bill that 
he signed. Thereis no question that it was inthe bill which hesigned; 
there is no question that he approved of the bill; and it is no part of 
my duty here to undertake to convince the Senate or the public that 
the President approved a bill without knowing its provisions. 

But, sir, the Senator from Indiana wants to know why it is that my 
then colleague offered a substitute if it was not to get this measure 
through. Why, sir, had my colleague the least difficulty in getting 
this feature of the bill through? The bill had been reported and re- 
committed twice before, discussed at different times, and in a previous 
Congress also, and nobody opposed this feature of the bill. Some did 
oppose the nickel feature ; some did oppose two or three other feat- 
ures of the bill, which threatened to swamp the bill. If the Senator 
will read the debates he will see that it was to get along with and 
harmonize these features of the bill that the bill was recommitted 
and finally a substitute passed. 

The Senator from Indiana has taken too much stock before the peo- 
ple in the charge that this measure was furtively put through Con- 
gress because somebody thought then that six or seven years hence 
silver was going to be cheaper than gold to be expected to take it 
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all back. 
material, the chief stock of the speeches that go to the country and 
inflame the public mind and delude the people has been that this 
measure was stealthily and furtively put through Congress, when it 
was proclaimed on the housetops and discussed in every assembly 
and convention where it was proper to discuss it. 

Mr. MAXEY. 
nterrupt him ? 

Mr. DAWES. 

Mr. MAXEY. 


Certainly. 
I will state to the Senator from Massachusetts that 


on the 9th of April, 1876, in this body, in reply to a question which 


I asked, Mr. John Sherman, then the chairman of the Finance Com- 

mittee of the Senate, declared that no law repealed the silver dollar. 

[That was three years after the pretended demonetization of silver, 
i the record shows the fact just as I have stated it. 


Mr. DAWES. That grows out of the difference between lawyers 


upon the construction of the Revised Statutes, and not upon what | 
was in the act, for the then Senator from Ohio explained the measure | 


and those features of it in this body before the bill became a law. 
There is no doubt when he ingrafted into that bill in the Senate the 
trade-dollar in the place of the dollar of 384 grains that he knew 
just what he was doing. 

Mr. MAXEY. 


Government, we had a right to recoin the “dollar of the fathers,” 
the very expression “dollar of the fathers,” and that occurred 
on the 9th day of April, 1876, as shown by the record. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam not to be led off from this testimony, accumu- 
lated as it is, which cannot be blown out of sight, by any side ques- 
tion or issue. 


this the dollar was extinguished or not. 


ng 


When I 
section of the original bill as it was sent here, different from that 
which passed, I showed that it was the intention of those who sub 
mitted the measure and who reported the measure to make it extin 
guish the silver dollar. 

Mr. MAXEY. 
not quoting Mr. John Sherman as a lawyer. I was quoting Mr. John 
Sherman as the chairman of the Finance Coinmittee, whose business 
it was to investigate and examine that measure and to report the bill 
to the Senate. Three years after that bill was reported to the Senate 
he declared that there was no law which repealed the silver dollar. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand from the Senator from California that 
that was the statement of the senior Senator from Ohio [Mr. THur- 
MAN] the other day in discussing the present measure. 

Mr. SARGENT. So I understand; a statement made by the Sena- 
tor from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN. ] 

Mr. DAWES. 
any further on this point. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 
he has evidently in an allusion to me spoken of an attempt to delude 
the people, perhaps successfully. 

Mr. DAWES. I beg pardon if the Senator supposed I meant that 
he intended to do that. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Of course I cannot misunderstand the Senator 


from Massachusetts as meaning to accuse me of desiring to delude | 


the people, but as having led them into a belief that the act of 1873 
had been furtively passed. If the measure had been openly passed 
and well known in its passage by the American people, how could 
they be deluded into the belief that it had been furtively done? If 


it was an open and public act, I should like to ask the Senator from | 


Massachusetts how the American people, knewing a thing to have 


been done, could be persuaded into the belief that it had been fur- | 


tively and silently and surreptitiously accomplished ? 

Mr. DAWES. 
of anything. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Ah! 

DISTRICT COURT AT BURLINGTON, IOWA. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I ask the consent of the Senate to move to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill (S. No. 701) providing for holding 
the terms of the United States district court for the southern division 
of Iowa, at Burlington, in said division, was passed, and that the bill, 
which I understand has gone to the House, be returned to the Senate. 
I merely desire now to enter the motion to reconsider and to have 
the bill returned. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The usual order will be entered. 

Mr. DORSEY. Now I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at five o’clock and forty minutes 
p.m.) the Senate adjourned. 
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The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
W. P. Harrison. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


I did not expect that the Senator would take it back. The 


| Mr. DURHAM. 


Will the Senator from Massachusetts permit me to 


Mr. Sherman stated that there was no law which | 
repealed the silver dollar; that whenever it was to the interest of the | 


I am not to be led off into a legal discussion as to the | 
proper construction of the Revised Statutes or whether previous to | 


read the conelud- | 


If the Senator will permit me, I will state that I was | 


I do not desire to take up the time of the Senate | 


If the Senator will allow me, upon one point 


The Senator ‘rom Indiana can persuade the people | 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 


I move that the rules be suspended and that the 
| House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to resume the con 
sideration of the Military Academy bill 

Mr. BANNING. 


Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment ? 
Mr. DURHAM. 


I yield to the 


ntleman. 


t 
Bet 


WAGES IN 
Mr. BALLOU. 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICI 


I rise to make a privileged re port from the 
} mittee on Printing. I report back, wccompanied by a report in writ- 
ing, the bill (H. R. No. 193) for the restoration of wages in the Gov 
| ernment Printing Office, and I ask for 

The bill was read vs 
Be it enacted, dc., That from and 
printers and book-bind 
the same as paid ther 
Src. 2 


Com 


its present consideration. 
, as folloy 


this act 


the wages paid 
nment Printing 


Office shall be 


rs employed int 

1 prior to March 4, 1877 

hat all laws or parts of laws incor 
tad 


peated 
Mr. EDEN. point of order that the bill involves an 
appropriation, because it increases the compensation of the employés, 
and must have its first Whole 
House 


Mr. SINGLETON 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois makes the point of 
| order that this bill involves an appropriation because it proposes to 
increase the compensation of printers and book-binders in the Gov 
| ernment Printing Office. The Chair sustains the point of order. The 
bill should have its first consideration in Committee of the Whol 
Mr. EDEN. I have no objec tion to the report being printed. 

rhe SPEAKER. The bill will be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and the report will be printe d and 
also the views of the minority. 

Mr. GOODE. Will the Chair allow me a suggestion? I have just 
come into the Hall. If I understan correctly, this bill does not 
propose any increase of « ompensation beyond what has been estimated 
for in the sundry civil bill passed in the Forty-fourth Congress 

Mr. EDEN. It make any difference what the estimates 
| are. This bill proposes to change the law and to increase the amount 

of compensation. 

Mr. GOODE. But the amount has already been appropriated. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes that fact. But the act to 
|} which the gentleman from Virginia alludes reduced the rate of com 
| pensation. This bill, by repealing that act, necessarily increases the 

compensation over the law now existing. 

Mr. GOODE. It does not call for any additional appropriation to 

meet its requirements. 
| The SPEAKER. It may. 

Mr. GOODE. The appropriation has already been made in the act 
passed by the Forty-fourth Congress. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The bill does certainly appear to increase the 
amount of compensation over and above that of the act of last session. 

Mr. GOODE. But the bill of last session was passed after the ap- 
propriation bill, which was based upon an estimate bigher than is 
provided for in this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not rest the question of order upon 
that. The Chair rests the question of order upon the naked fact, 
| which is not disputed, that this bill does increase the compensation 

paid to the employés of the Government. 
in that respect and therefore should 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EDEN. It increases the compensation of these employés while 
the compensation of everybody else is being constantly reduced. 

Mr. BALLOU. I ask that the reports may be read so that they 
may he printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest that it is not necessary 
| that they should be read, asfthe Committee on’ Appropriations are 

anxious to go on. They would have to be read again when tl.ey 
came up for consideration in Committee of the Whole. It is not 
necessary that they should be read in order that they may be printed. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, with the accompanying report and the views of the 
minority; which were ordered to be printed. 
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STATISTICAL ATLAS. 


Mr. SINGLETON, from the Committee on Printing, reported back, 
| with an adverse recommendation, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 94) 

authorizing the further edition of the statistical atlas of the United 
States ; and the same was laid on the table. 


DECISIONS IN RELATION TO PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. SINGLETON also, from the same committee, reported back, 
with an adverse report, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 72) authorizing 
the official publication of the decisions of the Interior Department 
relating to the public lands; and the same was laid on the table. 





REPORT ON IMMIGRATION. 


Mr. SINGLETON also, from the same committee, reported back, 
| with an adverse report, a resolution to authorize the printing of 2,000 


copies of the special report on immigration ; and the same was laid 
on the table. 


Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the votes by which the res- 
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were and also moved that the 


severally laid on the table; 
nsider be laid on the table. 
was agreed to 
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present consideration: 


VOLUNTEER OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 


l ask unanimous consent to offer the following 
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That in all matters relating to pay, allowance ik 
of officers and the Army of the United 
gulations shall apply without distinction for such 
or have been in alike to those who belong perma 

und to those volunteers, may be or have been com 
nto the military under the laws of the United 
ed period. But nothing in this act shall be construed as affecting 
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service of the 

Mr. KEIFER. I must insist upon my objection. 

Mr. BUTLER. I want toask the gentleman from Ohio a question. 
The Attorney-General is, under the Constitution and laws, to give 
opinions to the President and heads of the Departments ; but I in- 
sist that we have no right to require him to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is objected to. 


HENRY E. WILKINSON, 


On motion of Mr. REAGAN, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the further consideration of a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the Adjutant- 
General in the case of Henry E. Wilkinson; and the same was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITION 


Mr. CHITTENDEN. I ask unanimous consent to present and have 
printed in the RecorD a petition from 300 commercial firms in New 
York, representing $1,000,000,000 of commerce, and I will say only 
that it is in sympathy with the majority of this House on the cur- 
rency question. 

I would also state to the House that this is sent to me by the Board 
of Trade of New York, who are desirous that this matter should be 
brought to the attention of Congress. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Lobject; there istoo much capital in one pile. 


OF COMMERCIAL FIRMS OF NEW YORK. 


MISSISSIPPI LEVEES. 

Mr. SINGLETON, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of the State of Mississippi in regard to the Mississippi 
levees; and the same was referred to the Committee on Mississippi 
Levee S. 

JURISDICTION O1 


CIRCUIT COURTS. 


Mr. BLISS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3256) relating to the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the United 
States ; which was read afirst and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM H. MERRITT. 

Mr. CUMMINGS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 3257) for the relief of William H. Merritt; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


BREAKWATER AT THE ENTRANCE OF STURGEON BAY. 

Mr. BRENTANO, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of 
the Board of Trade of the City of Chicago, asking an appropriation 
for the completion of a breakwater at the lake entrance to the Stur- 
geon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship-Canal; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRENTANO. I ask that the memorial be printed in the 
RECORD. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I object. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, reported as a substitute 
for sundry bills and petitions a bill (H. R. No. 3258) to regulate the 
granting of pensions on account of deaths or wounds or injuries re- 
ceived or diseases contracted in the service of the United States since 
the 4th day of March, 1861, and for the payment of arrears of pen- 
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sion; also, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to restore to the 
roll of invalid pensions the names stricken therefrom on account of 
disloyalty, and to repeal sections 4709, 4716, and 4717 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I ask that this bill be referred to the Co; 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and made the sy 
order for this day two weeks after the morning hour, not to interfere 
with the appropriation bills, and to continue from day to day 
disposed of, ? 

Mr. WOOD. Ishall object unlessthe gentleman from Ohio wi]! 
except reports from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways and Means hay: 
right to report at any time. 

Mr. WOOD. For commitment; not for action. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Very well; I am willing to include reports 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HALE. All points of order upon the bill to be reserved 

The SPEAKER. They will be reserved. 

The motion of Mr. Rice, of Ohio, was agreed to without objecti 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, moved to reconsider the order just made: a: 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

Che latter motion was agreed to. 


BATH, MAINE, 


Mr. FRYE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res 
lution; which was read, considered, and adopted : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the honorable Secretary of } 
furnish to this House information as to the necessity of further improve: 
the “Gut i 
that purpose 


opposite Bath, Maine, and the amount of appropriation required f 
said locality having heretofore been surveyed. 


PETER SCOUDEN. 


Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. I ask unanimous consent to hav 
recommitted to the Committee on Military Affairs, House bill No. 461, 
for the relief of Peter Scouden, late acorporal of Company K, Twelftl 
Regiment Indiana Volunteer Cavalry, a resident of White County, 
Indiana, together with the report of the committee thereon. 
that report was made additional proof has been offered to the « 
mittee, by reason of which the report in all probability will 
changed. Therefore in justice to the applicant it isdeemed not mor 
than proper and fair that the bill be recommitted. 

The SPEAKER. The bill was reported adversely. 

Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. The bill was reported adversely. | 
made the report myself, 

Mr. CALKINS. I do not think there will be any objection to this 
request on either side of the House. 

Mr. CLARK, of New Jersey. Since the report was made additional 
proof has been offered to the committee, which had it been before i: 
the possession of the committee would doubtless have led to a dif 
ferent report. 

The SPEAKER. The bill ought to be before the House when action 
is taken upon it. Ifthe gentleman will procure it from the Clerk’s 
oftice the Chair will recognize him hereafter to make the request. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Lllinois, presented the following memorial 
from members of the bar of the southern district of Illinois; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary : 

To the Congress of the United States : 

We, the undersigned members of the bar of the southern district of Illinois, ré 
spectfully urge the passage of the bill introduced in the House of Representatives 
by Hon. R. W. TOWNSHEND, restraining the removal of causes from the State to the 
Federal courts, and repeal the laws now in force providing for said removal. 


Sine 


GOVERNMENT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3259) providing 
a permanent form of government for the District of Columbia; which 
was read a first and second time, recommitted to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


RECORDS OF THE WAR. 

Mr. EICKHOFTP, from the Committee on Printing, by unanimous 
consent, reported back a letter from the Secretary of War, in regard to 
the publication of the records of the war, and moved that the com- 
mittee be discharged from its further consideration and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DURHAM. I move that the House now resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the purpose of proceeding with the consider 
ation of the Military Academy appropriation bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let us have a morning hour first. 

Mr. DURHAM. We will get through with this bill ina little while. 

The motion of Mr. DURHAM was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
(Mr. BLACKBURN in the chair.) 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPRUPRIATION BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheCommittee of the Whole will now resume the 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 2507) making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 








1878. 
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30, 1879, and for other purposes. The pending question is upon the 
motion of the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] to strike out 
the second section of the bill, which will now be read. 

lhe Clerk read the following: 

Sec. 2. That appointments of civilians to be second lieutenants in any of the r 


iments of the Army shall only be made when more vacancies exist in the Army than 
will be required in the assignment of the next graduating class of cadets ‘at the 
United States Military Academy. 


Mr. CONGER. On a former occasion, while the general debate was 


proc eding upon this bill, I made some objections which I had to the | 


provisions of this section. The additional remark which I now wish 
to make is, (notwithstanding the ruling of the Chair, which of course 


{ cannot controvert here, that this section is germane to the bill and | 
in order although a change of law,) that even if it is a proper provis- 


ion of legislation in regard to the Army, all such provisions and 
changes of existing law should be embodied in a bill by itself, prop- 
erly reported, and not be thrust upon the House in an appropriation 
pill. Ihave stated my objections to this provision and do not wish 
to enlarge upon them. I hope it will be the pleasure of the House to 
strike out this section and the next section, and leave this bill in its 
proper shape as a bill making appropriations. I will not trespass 
longer upon the time of the committee now. 

ir. DURHAM. I desire to state to the Committee of the Whole that 
the Committee on Appropriations considered this question about ap- 
pointing civilians over those who are educated at the Military Acad- 
emy. We consulted with the Adjutant-General, the Secretary of War, 
and the superintendent of the Military Academy himself, all three of 
whom approved of this section 

This section is not introduced for the purpose of cutting out civil- 
ians wherever civilians may be necessary. It isone for the purpose 
of putting in the Army those who have been edtilited for the purpose 
at the Military Academy. In cases of great emergency as a matter of 
course the President of the United States has the right to appoint 
civilians to fill vacancies. 
oflice of second lieutenant that can be filled by appointment from the 
graduating class of West Point, the idea of the committee was that 
those who had been specially educated for that purpose should be 
appointed. 

Mr. CONGER. 
right here? 

Mr. DURHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. CONGER. Will not the provisions of this section apply to any 
graduate of West Point who has resigned his place in the Army and 
retired to civil life? Ifso, then it would prevent restoration to the 
Army of all those who in their present condition are civilians. 

Mr. DURHAM. I will answer the gentleman very frankly that 
the object of the committee is this: if there are enough of the next 
graduating class at the Military Academy to fill the vacancies then 
this section would cut out those who arenow civilians. The section 
speaks for itself. It was said by some gentlemen on the floor the 
other day that these civilians must be examined before they are put 
into the Army. The examination which a civilian undergoes when 
he enters the Army does not require that high order of competency 
which is required from the young men who graduate at West Point. 
In this connection I call attention to a letter from the Adjutant- 
General : 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, February 6, 1878 
Referring to our conversation this morning in regard to civilian appoint 
ments to the Army, I respectfully inform you that civilians undergo an examina 


SIR 


But wherever there is a vacancy in the | 





tion before receiving appointments, unless specially exempted by the President's | 


orders. These examinations are about equal in scope to those which candidates 
for admission to West Point have to pass to enable them toenter the Academy. In 
other words, civilian applicants are only required to exhibit the same qualitications 
to enter the Army as commissioned officers which the graduates of West Point 
exhibit before they enter upon their four years’ hard course of study which en 
titles them to a commission in the Army. 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
E. D. TOWNSEND 
Adjutant-General. 


Hon. M. J. DurwAM, 


Of Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives 

The object which we have been seeking all the while is to support 
the Military Academy in a decent manner, to have good instructors 
so that these young men may be taught all the various arts of war, 
so that when sworn in as lieutenants they may be more serviceable 
to the Government than men who have not been especially educated 
for the service. 

Mr. HAYES. Does not this provision make it absolutely impos- 
sible to promote any man who has served in the Army in the ranks 
on account of personal merit? 

Mr. DURHAM. It does not. It does not repeal the other section 
of the Revised Statutes at all. It simply requires that the positions 
of second lieutenant shall be filled by those who are graduates of 
the institution in preference to civilians. Its application does not 
extend higher than to second lieutenants. It does not prohibit the 
filing of any other position by the appointment of civilians. 

Mr. HAYES. Under this bill do not the graduates of West Point 
absolutely monopolize all the offices in the Army ? 

Mr. DURHAM. They do not. 

Mr. HAYES. As I understand, this provision makes it absolutely 
impossible to promote from the ranks any soldier who has won the 
right to promotion by his personal bravery. 





Mr. DURHAM. This does not repeal the other section of the Re- 
vised Statutes at all. It has reference to second lieutenants only, be- 
cause all are sworn in as second lieutenants that are needed, and some 
of them become supernumeraries. 

I desire to state in this connection that the Committee on Appro- 
priations have instructed me to move to strike out the third section 
of the bill; and when we reach it my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
CLYMER] will introduce a new one as a substitute. Thus the two 
sections will be in entire harmony with each other. 

Mr. CONGER. Under the law, can there be any appointment in 
the Army from civil life toany other position than second lieutenant ? 

Mr. DURHAM. Unquestionably there can. 

Mr. CONGER. No, sir. 

Mr. DURHAM. Was my distinguished friend from Massachusetts 
(Mr. BUTLER] appointed as a second lieutenant in the late war ? 

Mr. FINLEY. He was not in the regular Army. 

Mr. DURHAM. I understand that. 

Mr. CONGER. Under the law none but second lieutenants and 
brigaudier-generals can be appointed from civil life. 

{| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MAGINNIS. Mr. Chairman,I trust that this provision which 
has been incorporated by the Committee on Appropriations into this 
bill will be sustained, for several other reasons than any that have 
yet been mentioned; and I regret to find my friend from Michigan 
{Mr. CONGER] antagonizing it. Promotions from civil life for meri- 
torious conduct in the volunteer service where men graduated in the 
school of actual operations have already been made in almost every 
suitable case; meritorious promotions of this proper character are 
about exhausted ; and appointments to positions in the Army ought 
now to be made exclusively either from the graduates of West Point 
or from the enlisted men and non-commissioned offices 
ing in the ranks and file of the Army. 

As I understand it, this proviso does noi 
non-¢ omuissioned otheer 


rs actually serv 


prevent the promotion of 
or privates from the ranks of the Army ; 
but it rather removes the principal impediment thereto, which has 
been the filling up of constantly occurring vacancies by civilians who 
had as little claim for the positions as fitness to fill them. 

For many years past applications have been on file in the War Depart 
ment from extremely brave, worthy, meritorious, and competent non 
commissioned oflicers for commissions, which have been overslaughed 
and crowded out by civilians on account merely of the family connee- 
tions or politicaliniluence of the latter. Many mere political favorites 
have been assigned the places which should have been given to these 
non-commissioned officers. This is an abuse that ought to be stopped. 
Weneed by all possible methods to encourage the enlistment of a higher 
class of men in the United States Army ; and there is no more efiect- 
ual bar to this than thus shutting all chance of promotion from the 
ranks. One of the strongest objections to our present system of ap- 
pointment in the Army is, that West Point already shuts out too many 
men who might otherwise have enlisted in order to win promotion 
from the ranks. Under our present policy there is little incentive to 
ambitious young men whose tastes and habits, courage and enterprise 
fit them for soldiers, and who would be glad to enlist in the Army 
and fight their way up from the ranks to commissions if reasonable 
opportunity offered. For this reason, as well as for the reason urged 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. DurHAM,]1 trust that the 
position of the Committee on Appropriations may be sustained by the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAYES. I hope that the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Michigan will prevail. I am not in favor of building up an 
aristocracy of graduates from West Point. The fact that a man has 
graduated from that institution is no infallible proof that he will 
make a good officer. On the contrary I know that many such grad 
uates are not fit for military command the men who 
serve under them. I wish to make it possible in our Army for young 
men who have shown ih actual service remarkable bravery and fit- 
ness for command to be promoted. While I have great respect for 
the Committee on Appropriations and its severzl members, I am 
anxious to see some method adopted by which personal merit in the 
ranks shall be recognized in our Army. 

Mr. EDEN. Now, Mr. Chairman, it occurs to me 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman offer an amendment 
amendment? 

Mr. EDEN. I offer a formal amendment to strike out the last word. 
It occurs to me, sir, there is nothing in this section which prohibits 
promotion from the ranks; it only prohibits the appointment of civil- 
ians. The objection which has been made would have a great deal 
of force if promotions could not be made from the ranks. If the men 
educated at West Point are inefficient as the gentleman who last 
spoke would seem to indicate, probably we had better take steps to 
get rid of the institution entirely; but so long as we continue it at 
great expense and have graduates more than sufficient, as I under- 
stand, to fill all the vacancies which occur as second lieutenant, I can 
see no need of going outside and appointing civilians for merely polit- 
ical services and thereby entailing additional expense on the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. HALE. 


as as some ot 


to the 


so 


Lrise to oppose the formal amendment. Iam in favor 


of this section mainly, 1 am free say, because I believe if it is 
passed it will help the Army I do not believe in “ cutting and 
thrusting” into the Army of the United States. It is an institution 
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we ought to protect and guard instead of attack and assail. In 
the protection of the Army, one point of difficulty which is always 


met and tends to make it more or less unpopular is that it is over- | 


officered—many say that it is top-heavy—and that undoubtedly is the 
fac J privates are few ; the force is small; the country will not 


permit an increase ; very few want to increase it; but in the mean | 
ers are constantly re-enforced by graduates from West Point, | 


time o 


(i 
w) Military Academy we maintain, more than supplying the needs 


{ 
i 
of the Ar 


fre civ ife the objection to the Army being overoflicered is added 
to, and we are all the time making the evil which is its greatest evil 
greater from time to timein that way. The objection made that this 
section prevents promotion from the ranks has been answered already, 


that it is, on the contrary, in the direction of allowing promotion | 
from the ranks while it only restricts appointments from civil life. | 


It does not prevent the President appointing a meritorious private 
or corporal or sergeant from the ranks of the Army, but only the 
appomtment of civilians from « ivil life. 

But 


jut, sir, itdoes prevent the pressure upon the President which does | 


how ¢ and always has existed to get persons into the Army from 
civil life. 1am free to say here, and it is a serious consideration with 
me now, and in reference to the future, that it will be better for the 
oflicers of the Army that their ranks should be filled by promotion 
from the ranks of the Army or by regular graduates of West Point 
than that in a given emergency the Executive should be pushed and 
pressed from any given direction to crowd in civilians to fill places 
Which ought to be occupied by men whom we educate, Ido not 
want the present President to be submitted to private entreaty to fill 
these places which graduates of the Military Academy should have. 


I do not want any future President, I am free to say, pushed or urged | 


by individuals or localities to fill up vacancies in the Army, as they 
oceur, by appointments from private life when we are educating 
young men for that very purpose. For these reasons I am in favor 
of this section and hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Chairman, the objection 1 have to this section 
is that I object to all such legislation upon appropriation bills. It is 
not the proper place for it. The point made by the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. BRAGG,] a member of the Committee on Military 


Affairs, has not yet been answered. But this is not the proper place | 


for such action to be taken 
My next objection to this section of the bill is that there area 


great many of the graduates of West Point who have resigned and | 


are in private life, and this bill would prevent the President from 
reappointing any of them as second lieutenant. 
Mr. HALE. Why should a West Point graduate, who has left the 


service and thereby determined to take up the fortunes of civil life, | 


be allowed to go back in preference to men graduating from the 
academy and who have determined to make the Army their profes- 
sion for life? 

Mr. CALKINS. I can see no difference after a man has once grad- 
uated at West Point, and tried the life of a civilian awhile, and 
wishes to go back into the Army—I can see no difference between his 
claims to be recognized and those of the West Point cadet who has 
not resigned, There may be a difference and a distinction, but they 
do not occur tome. Beside that, the President should have the right 
to select the best men. 

The next objection I desire to urge to this section is the constitu- 
tional objection which I submitted the other day to the gentleman 


from Kentucky, [Mr. DuRHAM;] and I desire to carry it just one step | 


further than I did the other day. I had read from the Clerk’s desk 
the section to which I then referred. It is section 2, article 2, of 


the Constitution, which provides that the power is vested in the | 


President to appoint all otticers whose appointments are not other- 
wise provided for by law. 

Now, our friends on the other side often raise constitutional objec- 
tions against many things, but I find that when it comes to this 
power they are inclined to very liberally construe the Constitution. 
But I desire to carry my argument one step further. If itis within 


the power of this House to restrict the President to a certain class of | 


men, why may they not restrict it to the graduates of Yale College? 
Why may they not restrict it to persons of a certain State? Why 
may they not restrict that power to persons of a certain color? I 
have taken occasion to examine some authors upon constitutional 
law upon that subject, and I find that they are in harmony with the 
general doctrine that, where a power is lodged in the President to ap- 
point, it is not within the power of this House to take that power out 
of the hands of the President by direct or by indirect means. This 
section restricts the power to appoint by the President to a certain 
class of persons. They are the graduates of this college, a college 


known no more to the Constitution than any other college. These | 


are the three points I urge against the section. 
{ Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 1 desire to offer an amendment to | 


perfect this section before a vote is taken on the question of striking 
it out. Iam in favor of striking out the section, but if it remains I 
want to be added to it what I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Add the following to section 2 


Provided nothing herein shall prevent the appointment for a commission in the 
Army of meritorious non-commissioned officers or private soldiers. 


So when these officers are added to by appointments 


Mr. DURHAM. I will accept that. That is certainly right, ang 
there is nothing in this section which is intended to prevent it.) 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr,. Wayrp) 
| has possession of the floor. = 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I desire to perfect the sectio; 
fore a vote is taken on striking it out. I certainly think with tha; 
| amendment inserted it will be preferable to what it was before. Ag ] 
read it carefully it certainly seemed to me to tie the hands of the 
Executive against any promotion from the ranks of non-comy 
sioned officers. But, sir, 1 agree entirely with the gentleman wh, 
made the motion to strike this section out that the law should remaj, 
as it now is, and I submit if this feature is ingrafted on the law j: 
changes the history of the United States in this respect entirely, 

I remind gentlemen upon this floor that the history of the country 
| shows that some of the most conspicuous, some of the most brilliant 
oflicers that the United States Army has furnished to the country have 
been from civil life. I will not pause to recite in detail a catalogne 
of them. I could mention a distinguished officer of my State, lon 
| since called to his account, General Persifer F. Smith. I could name 
| that distinguished officer and late President of the United States 
whose grave to this day, to the shame of this country be it said, re- 
mains in asouthern State without a mark to designate the distinction 
it ought to have, or at least witheut a proper mark. I allude to Presi- 
dent Taylor, who was selected from civil life. I could multiply in 
stances from the late war from bothsides. I could name confederate 
officers who made a brilliant record. I could name most brilliant 
officers on the other side—certainly from the cavalry line of the 

service. 

I repeat, then, that I would leave this matter in the hands of the 
Executive of the n@yton, and I believe the public sentiment of the 

| country would be tid éafest corrective in the end. I am opposed to 

the section. 

Mr. BRAGG. I offer as a substitute for the amendment of t] 
gentleman from Pennsylvania what I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


oO 
~ 


ie 


Amend the second section by adding thereto the following : 

And no graduate of West Point shall be appointed a second lieutenar 
United States Army unless there is a vacancy to be filled, and all vaca 
be filled, first, by the graduates of West Point in the order of their gradua 
rank ; second, by non-commissioned officers from the line of the Army who, u 
examination, have been found worthy of promotion ; and, finally, from graduates 
| a military academy other than West Point 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman, in support of that amendment I 
sire to say that the purpose of it is first to relieve ourselves in a 
measure from the top-heaviness of the Army ; the practice now being 
to find some place to which every graduate may be assigned, eithe1 
as assistant instructor or under some other cover by which he shal! 
draw pay at once. This amendment proposes to limit the appoint- 
ment or assignment to duty of graduates unless the vacancies shall 
exist. I know that it may be questioned by some gentlemen who 
support this appropriation bill whether the statement of the assig 
ment of graduates be correct or not as made by me; but if they will 
turn to the report of the acting assistant professors and instructors 
at the West Point Academy they will find quite a large number as- 
signed to duty immediately after their graduation so that they shall 
be in a position to receive pay. The purpose of this amendment is 
| not to prevent their being assigned to duty, but to send them into 
civil life unless there shall be a vacancy. 

The second provision of this amendment secures to the non-com 
missioned oflicers of the Army the right to a promotion for distin- 
| guished services or for meritorious conduct when they shall be able 
| to pass an examining board which shall pronounce them qualitied. 
| That opens the door to secure in the Army what all officers of it are 
desiring to gain, and that is an improvement in the morale of the 
Army by making it a fixed fact that non-commissioned officers who 
are able to pass the examination may be promoted. 

The next provision in the amendment provides that those gentle- 
men cadets who are graduated at other military schools—which 
exist all over the land—shall be rated next in order. So that makes 
three classes of appointments that shall be made to fill vacancies in 
the Army, and will be made at all times, either from persons who 
have had actual experience in the Army, or from persons who have 
received such military education as partially at least to adapt them 
to the services which they undertake to perform for the Government. 

Mr. CLYMER. The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Waite] certainly is not objectionable, although 
in the opinion of the Committee on Appropriations it is not necessary 
| under the forms of legislation proposed by them in the bill, because 
the second section of the bill does not repeal section 1214 of the 
Revised Statutes, which provides precisely what my colleague from 
| Pennsylvania designs to accomplish by his amendment, and that is, 
the appointment of non-commissioned officers to these vacancies. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Then I understand from my col- 
league that the committee accept the amendment. 

Mr.CLYMER. I have said so, although I think it superfluous. In 
| regard to the substitute of the gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
BRAGG] I will say that the committee, after the discussion which 
occurred on the third section, determined to abandon it and propose 
| in lieu thereof a section which really effectuates the intention pro- 
| posed by the substitute of the gentleman from Wisconsin. For the 
| information of the committee, in order that our legislation may be 














harmonious and not made up of amendments and substitutes for the | years, and the law provides that when the 


propositions of the amendments, I will read what it is that the com- | b 
mittee propose as a third section if the second section be adopted : | 
e . | t 
Sec. 3. That only such number of the graduates of the United States Military 
Academy in any one year shall be entitled to appointment as second lieutenants 
Army as are required to fill vacancies of that grade existir Ist day | 2 
Jaly in each year, those entitled to appointment to said vacancies to be d 
wed by the academic board on the basis of their standing in their 


g on the 
eter 


graduating | © 





iss, and hereafter no supernumerary officer shall be attached to any company or 
of the Army, and all graduates of the Military Academy who are not ap a 
pointed to the Army under the provisions of this act shall be discharged upon the 


graduation of the class. 

li 

I will say to the committee that if the second section is adopted 
and if the proposition I have read be adopted in lieu of the third se« 


tion as it now stands in the bill, there will be a harmonious system, 


a 
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from civil life. 

service required. 
lieutenants ; 
} beyond what is actually necessar 


selves to remain in the 
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999 


y graduate they shail each 
e entitled to a lieutenancy. > 

Last year, before the graduating class came out of West Point, 
very then existing vacancy, but four or five, was filled by civilians 
The consequence was that when these cadets gradu 
there were lifty office in excess of what the 
Gentlemen will see that every now and then sec- 
nd lieutenants are appointed from civil life while there are a great 
1any supernumerary lieutenants that cannot be appoimted second 
and in that the expenses of the Army are increased 
I see no reason why we should 
admission to West Point pledge them- 
Army to be appointed as soon as they gradu- 
te ; that is, to be appointed to fill vacancies so as not to have so large 
number of supernumeral 1] 


t } 
ted last year some rs 


Wa 


ot permit those who upon 





y second leutenants. 

















approved of universally by the military authorities, that will do away Phe pending question was upon the amendment offered by Mr. 
with the great objec tion that now exists of the large number of offi- | BraGG. to add to the second section the following : : 
cers in proportion to the small number of men. It will provide that And no graduate of West Paint 11 : . = 
no more young gentlemen graduating at West Point shall be attached | vy ited States Army unless the re x ‘ anc Mo be fille ae and all om a s shall 
to the Army than is necessary to fill vacancies. be fied, first, by the graduates of West Point in the order of the ir graduating 
At present the process is this: that when a class graduates—say fifty | T= ; second, by non-commissioned officers from the tne of the Army who upon 
or sixty—if there be no vacancies they are attached under the law | oaen alle uals orn lcettaae Daisy fh iy egg and afterward from gradu 
as supernumerary lieutenants to the different companies in the Army. = ne ae my other than West Poin 
The law provides that not more than one shall be attached to « ach Mr. BRAGG. The proposed substitute for the third section of this 
company; hence it may be that there are two hundred more lieuten- bill, which has been agreed to by the Committee on Appropriations, 
ants in the Army than are needed, who are paid for rendering services | Mets the object I desire to reach by my amendment, with the single 
that are not needed at all. - exception of non-commissioned office With the opportunity of 
If, then, I say, the second section, as amended by my colleague from | ™OVing that amendment to the proposed substitute for the third sec 
Pennsylvania, be adopted and if the third section as proposed by the | ton of this bill, there no longer remains any reason for a vote on this 
committee in lieu of the third printed section be adopted, we shal] | 2®endment, and I therefore ask leave to withdraw it. 
have a harmonious system embracing all that is proposed by the gen- No objection was made, and the amendment was accordingly with 
tleman from Wisconsin. I think, therefore, that if this committee | d™@wn. ' 
would be pleased to sustain the gentleman having this bill in charge Che question the n reenrr d upon the amendment of Mr. Warr, of 
they will really accomplish what seems to be the great desire on all Pennsylvania, to add to the second section the following 
sides. ?, That nothing herein | prevent the appointment for a commissior 
I do not know that I can make this matter any more clear, but if | ye ee ed officers or private soldier 
any gentleman has not understood me I shall be glad to reply to any | The amendment was | 
question that may be propounded. | Phe question recurred upon the motion of Mr. CONGER, to strike 
Mr. HANNA. I have heretofore voted against any amendment not | Out the section as amended. 
approved by the committee, but under the law as it now stands gradnu- | Mr. KEIFER. I move to further amend section 2 by inserting 
ates from West Point are assigned as second lieutenants; that comes | after the word “ civilians 16 words “except such as are regulat 
as a matter of course. graduates of the United States Military Academy and who have be 
Mr. CLYMER. Supernumerary second lieutenants. | honorably discharged from the service ;” also to insert after the 
Mr. HANNA. They may be supernumerary second lieutenants or | Words “shall only be made ” the words “ in time of peace.” 
otherwise. Now, the fatal objection to that section is that it is an Mr. DURHAM. So far as the Committee on Appropriations are 
attempted limitation on the power of the Executive. Is that wise or | concerned they are willing to accept that amendment. 
necessary? Is it not better to leave the law in that regard as it Mr. FINLEY. Lask that the section as proposed to be amended 
stands? | be read. 
{Here the hammer fell. ] | The Clerk read as follow 
Mr. DURHAM. I yield my time to my colleague [Mr. CLYMER] of ~ — ——— oF an = ans, except such nave. re ane —_ ites * the 
. - . nite ‘ tes il ry CAAlt Vy and woo nave me IOnor ny ¢ BCT re irom 
the committee to answer the question. 1 the servic zs to a a ahead in anv a the ceuiemaaaie of sah Aver. ahall 


It is of course a matter for the sound judgment of | 
the committee. I can only say, in reaching the conclusion to be ar- 
rived at, our own action was guided by the highest military authori- | 
ties to whom we could refer, and also by our own judgment as to the | 
effect. I will state that General Townsend himself drew the section, 
and did it after consultation with the Secretary of War on the sub- 
ect. 

Mr. HANNA. Whenever we follow the suggestions that come from 
officers of the regular Army we find them all in the direction of giv 
ing a kind of exclusiveness to military ofticers, and we should be care- | 
ful in that regard. 

Now the fact that this section was drawn by an officer of the regu- 
lar Army will not commend it to my judgment, for the reason that I 
believe we are too near the recent struggle to be blind to the fact that 
there are civilians to-day who have military qualifications and worth 
equal with those who come from West Point. 

Mr. CLYMER. The policy of the section has been so well stated 
and illustrated by the gentleman from Maine that it would be wast- 
ing time for me to repeat it, but I wishtoremind the gentleman from 
Indiana that by this section we do not repeal the provision of law 
which provides that non-commissioned officers shall at all times have 
the privilege of appearing before the board and passing an examina- 
tion which entitles them to the position of second lieutenant. It does 
not repeal that provision of law ; that is specially provided for by the 
amendment of my colleague from Pennsylvania, [Mr. WHITE. } 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. There is a fact which is not 
erally known, and which ought to be known so that gentlemen may 
vote intelligently on this occasion. This section affects practically 
only six officers. As I understand it there are but six brevet second 
lieutenants now assigned as supernumeraries in the whole Army. 
The purpose of this section is mainly to reach those six officers. If 
any vacancy shall occur in the future, of course this section would 
apply to it; but at present there are but six officers to be affected by 
this section. 

Mr. CLYMER. I ask that we now take a vote. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan. It seems to me that none of the 
gentlemen have stated exactly the case of these graduates. When 
they are admitted to West Point they are required over their own 
signatures to pledge themselves to remain in the Army for eight 


Mr. CLYMER. 








gen- 


ade in time of ] 
assignment ol 
States Military Academy) 

Mr. KEIFER. I understand that the gentleman having charge of 
this bill [Mr. DuRHAM ] is willing thie amendment. Ido 
not desire to take up the time of the Committee of the Whole by 
speaking in favor of it, except to say that it may often be of very 
great importance to the Army in time of peace to appoint skilled men 
and military men, men who have graduated at West Point and who 
from misfortune or othe have left the Army after having 
graduated—it may be important to appoint them to places in the 
Army when they desire to return, being fully prepared to discharge 
the duties of officers in the Army. 

Let me say that in the proper exercise of their judgments the Sec 
retary of War and the President of the United States may very often 
make these appointments in anticipation of further vacancies occur- 


be nu eace when 1 vacancies exist in the Army than will 
next graduating class of cadets at the United 


only 


| be required in the 


to acce pt 


cause 


t 
t 


ring before the time when the graduating class at West Point may 
graduate, and there would be » objection to making the appoint- 


ments in that view. In other words, it will not affect the appoint 
ment of the next graduating class of West Point to fill places in the 
Arniy. 

Of course, it is quite obvious that the second branch of my amend 
ment, to insert the words “in time of peace,” is a very important one. 
This section should apply only to times of peace. In time of war, if 
| an exigency should be pressing, such a limitation as this might greatly 
| embarrass the President and the War Department 
| Mr. BRAGG. Will the man pt an amendment to insert 
| the word “and” after the phrase “in time of peace ;” so as to read: 
| “In time of peace and when more vacancies exist in the Army,” &c. 
This will limit the appointments to cases of actual vacancies. With 
the word “and” left out, t is no such limitation. 

Mr. DURHAM. That is right 

Mr. KEIFER. I have no objection to the modification, 
do not see its necessity. 


Mr. BEEBE. Will not tl 


+1 


nbit acc’ 


1eTe 


though I 


effect of the amendment be to preclude 


the appointment of lientenant in time of war when there are not 

more vacancies than will be filled by the ne wsignment from West 

Point? In other words, may there not be a necessity in time of war 
| for lientenants which you n t be able to fill? 
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Mr. CLYMER. No, sir; that very thing is provided for. 

The amendment of Mr. KEIrenr, as modilied, was agreed to. 

The question being takenon the wotion of Mr. CONGER to strike out 
the second section, there were—ayes 59, noes 45; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. DuruHAM and Mr. CONGER were 
appointed 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask that the section as nov 

The Clerk read as follows 





amended be read. 


Sec. 2. That appointments of civilians, except such as are regular graduates of 
the United States Military Academy who have been honorably discharged from 
the rvice, to be second lieutenants in any of the regiments of tl » Army shall 
only be made in time of peace and when more vacancies exist in the Army than 


will be required in the assignment of the next graduating sof cadets at the 





United States Military Academy : Provided, That nothing he shall prevent th 
appointment for a Commission tu the Army of meritorious non-commissioned ofli 
cers or privat ldier 
The committee divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 73, noes 77. 
So the motion of Mr. CONGER, to strike out the second section, was 


not agreed to 
The Clerk read the 


hat hereafter, when under existing law a cad 
resent a congressional district at the 


Point, and such appointee has 


third section, as follows: 
t is appointed at large or to rep 
United States Military Academy 


at West 
been matriculated therein, no other appointment for 


uch district or at lar all be made during the term for which such cadet was 
ypointed if a vacancy should occur therein for any cause other than death « 
physical disability 
Mr. DURHAM. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to move to strike out this section. My friend from Pennsylva- 


nia (Mr. CLYMER] will, by direction of 
section in place of this. 
The motion of Mr. DuruAM, 


} ; ’ ‘ 
the committee, offer another 


to strike out the section, w sagreed to. 


Mr. CLYMER. I move to amend by inserting the iollowine a the 
third section of the bill: 

Si . That only such number ! rad tates of the United States Military 
Academy in any one year shall be entitles ppoir ent as second lieutenants in 
the Army as are required to fill vacancies of of that grade existing on the Ist day of 


July in cach year ; those entitled to appointment to said vacancies to be determined 


by the academic board on the basis of the standing in the graduating class; and 
hereafter no supernumerary officers shall be attached to any company or corps of 
the Army dall endiaade sof the Military Academy who are not appointed un 
der the provisi« of this act shall be discharged upon the graduation of their class 


Mr. GARFIELD. 
amendment 
ad that il 
that it is not 


I desire to make a point of order upon this 
1 submit in the first place that it is general legislation, 
re is no economy apparent upon the face of it ; secondly, 
germane, because in so far as it relates to supernumerary 


sof the Army it properly belongs to the Army bill, and not to 
this bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
CLYMER | desire to be heard on the point of order? 

Mr. CLYMER. I scarcely deem it necessary to say anything. It 

ust be manifest upon the face of the provision that it will prevent 
a large number of gentlemen from being supported at the expense of 
the United States, and will thus reduce expenditures. 
the only rea 


ollicers 


This answers 
1 point of the objection urged by the gentleman from 


Ohio. 
fhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot sustain the point of order 
made by the gentleman from Ohio. In the opinion of the Chair, this 


amendment certainly looks in the direction of the retrenchment of 
expenditures 

Mr. GARFIELD. What does the Chair decide 
branch of my point, which was that a 
certainly not germane to the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. To what portion does the gentleman refer ? 

Mr. GARFIELD. That part which provides that supernumerary 
officers of the Army shall not be detailed to certain duties. That 
certainly does not relate to the Military Academy bill; 


as to the second 
portion of this amendment is 


it relates to 


the general regulation and command of the Army, and is not ger- 
mane to this bill. 
Mr. CLYMER. In reply to the gentleman from Ohio, I will say 


that he certainly would not have made the 
being germa if he had examined the 
provided that— 


When any cadet of the United States Military Academy has gone through all 
its classes and received a regular degree from the academical statt he shall be con 
sidered a candidate for a commission in any corps for whose duties he may be 
deemed competent. If there be no vacancy in such corps, he may, subject to th 
provisions of section 1215, be attached to it by the 
officer, by brevet of second lieutenant, until ; 


objection as to this not 


e statute on this subject, 





wherein it is 


President as a supernumerary 
» vacancy shall happen. 

li will thus be seen that it is perfectly germane for us to provide 
that here graduates of the Military Academy shall not be ap- 
pointed supernumerary second lieutenants. The law now provides 
that they may be so ap pointed ; we propose to repeal that law. 

Mr. CONGER. The fact that this provision is germane to some law | 


on the statute-book does not to my mind prove that it is germane to 
this bill. There is nothing in this bill in relation to officers after 


they have graduated. 
The whole « 


ybject is to provide tor cadets up to the time of their 
graduation. 


Now, sir, this goes beyond any provision or any appro- 
priation in this appropriation bill and undertakes to revise the gen- 
eral statutes in regard to the condition of officers or cadets after they 
havo finished their course at the academy. 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman will allow me—— 

Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman had been here to make his point 
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} as would not promote economy. 
corps or another corps, to one company or another company, i 
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more plain I would not have taken the floor. 
I yield to him. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Here is this clause that hereafter no super 
merary officer shall be attached to any company or corps of the Army 
That has nothing to do with the Military Academy. Any company 
of the Army means any company of infantry, or of artillery, or of 
cavalry, and any corps of the Army means the quartermaster vo; 
the commissary corps, or the ¢ ‘orps of Engineers. It means any one oj 
the half dozen staff corps of the Army. In other words, it isa prox, 
| sition referring to any supernumerary officer, not cadet officer, m " 
who have passed out of the academy or who never were there. [t j. 
a proposition to change the law in regard to the assignment of off 
Seannesae corps of the Army. It is clearly not germane to + 
bill. It is clearly a change of legislation and clearly such les gis te 


Whether men be assigned to 


As he is now present 


or 


, 18D 
all apparently in the direction of economy. 


Mr. CLYMER. Mr. Chairman, I still think there is no ground % 
tho point of order raised by the gentleman from Ohio, that this is 
germane to the bill, for we have done precisely the same thing 
adopting the second section. That is precisely the same character of 
legislation ; but if there should be a doubt in the mind of the chai; 
man of the committee of its not being germane I am willing to amend 
the amendment, so as to provide that hereafter no cadet shall be 








educated men beyond what the vecessities of the country call for, 
then we are extending special privileges to persons for their benefit 
and not for a public necessity. 
thing. 
edneate persons not to be employed in the public service. 
see we have a right toemploy the revenues of the country to educate 
persons for their private benefit upon the possible contingency that 
war in the future may arise, when their services may be r 
when with the number of educated officers which would be furnished 
by half the number of ¢ 


number of educated oflicers to answer all the purposes of having 


“ 


‘ 


strated that, however useful and meritorious the services of those 
educated at the military school may have been, we have still had 


I 


attached as supernumerary officer to any company or corps of the 
Army. That will remove the objection, if it be a valid one 
gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. CONGER. There is nothing in the bill referring to these per 
sons, call them by what name you will. After they have finished their 
course in the academy any provision in relation to them is not ger- 
mane to this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no doubt in his mind the object 
and purpose of the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania is to prevent the filling of vacancies in the grade of second 
lieutenant in the Army from ec ivil life, so as to leave them open for 
the assignment of graduates of the Military Academy under the law. 
While it may be true, as suggested by the gentleman from Ohio and 
the gentleman from Michigan, that the amendment tends toward a 
change of existing law, nevertheless it certainly is in the direction of 
econoiny. The Chair therefore overrnles the point of the gentleman 
from Ohio and decides the amendment to be in order. 

Mr. REAGAN. I offer the following substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


* of the 


Chat hereafter, as vacancies occur in cadetships in the Military Acaden 
West Point, each alternate vacancy shall remain vacant for one academic ter: 
that there shall be for the future but one-half the present number of cadets, whet 


at large or from congressional districts, appointed to said academy ; and that t 


several cadetships shall be numbered 1 and 2 as vacancies occur, vacancies No. 1 to 
be first filled, and then in their order vacancies No. 2 to be filled by appointment 
uch appointments to continue to be made in their order 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, there seems to be very general con- 
currence of opinion in the House that there are a great many mor 
oflicers than are necessary, and that under the law as it now exists 
we are likely to continue to have a greater number than is necessary. 
If that be true, and it seems to be contemplated as true by the original 
bill reported by the Committee on Appropriations, and also by the 
amendment as a substitute for the original section reported, it would 
seem to me the plan presented in my substitute, while not most per- 
fect, will reach a proper and intelligible basis for reduction of the 
number, It will be seen, provision is made for the reduction of the 
number to one-half, while undcr the amendment now proposed by 
the committee the same number would continue to be educated at 
West Point as heretofore, and when educated they would necessarily 
be assigned to duty as officers in the Army. I know the suggestion 
was made some days ago, and doubtless it may have some force in 
the minds of gentlemen, that if these graduates did not actually go 
into the milita wy service they might be held as a sort of reserve in 
civil life for a time of actua! war. 

I do not know but it would be a good thing if we were all edu- 
cated better than we are for all the contingencies of life. But I de- 
sire in all my public actions to recognize one of the great principles 
laid down in the Declaration of Independence, that we are to have 
equal political rights and that exclusive privileges shall be given to 
none. Now, if we supply this education so as to have a number of 


It does not seem to me to be a just 
Ido not see why we should or where we get the power to 


I do not 


required, 
adets we have now there would be a sufficient 
adequate staff corps and having a sufficient number of educate d 


fiicers for real service. 
When war does occur, our experience in several wars has demon- 


nany officers educated in civil life but who have not received a mili- 
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tary education who have made for themselves some of the most 


prilliant records that have adorned the pages of American history. | 


[ do not use this as an argument against military education, but for 
the purpose of showing that actual exigencies called out military 
“ It has done so in the past, and may do so and probably will 
do so in the future. I think, therefore, that we may limit the num- 
per of persons to be educated at West Point to the number required 
for the use of the Army. If there are too many, we ought to make 
provision for reducing them to the nnimber actually necessary. It 
there are not too many, the amendment wiil do no harm. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Iam in favor of the amendment submitted 
py the committee, or by my friend from Pennsylvania, {[Mr. Cry- 


renius. 


MER, ] and against the substitute submitted by the gentleman from | 


Texas, [Mr. REAGAN.] The proposition as made by the 
from Texas would be to visit the misfortunes or shortcomin Som 
appointee at the Military Academy on deserving boys in the district 
from which he came. I do not think that should be done. I do not 
think that the doors of the Military Academy should be closed for the 
whole academic year against a worthy person who may reside in a 
congressional district whose misfortune it is that the young man or 
boy appointed ahead of him has failed to pass his examination. 

But waiving that for a moment, I regard the proposition submitted 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania as one of the most important 
submitted to this House. It does away with the idea, or I hope will 
do away with the idea, that when we educate gentlemen for the mil- 
itary or naval service of the country thereby or therefrom they are 
to become pensioners on the Government for the balance of 
lives. 

We have educated them for performing one of the most important 
functions that belong to the citizens of the country. 


gentleman 


cs of 


their 


We have given 
them a naval or military education, and I say so soon as that is gom- 


pleted let them enter into the great body of their fellow-citizens and | 


perform the various duties which attach to citizenship. Then when 
the honor or the interests of their country demand their services it will 
be found fortunate that the country has educated them. And when 
they shall have closed their studies, and received the benefit of the 
special education from the Government at either Annapolis or West 
Point, let them feel not that they are then for the remainder of their 
lives pensioners of the Government, but that then they are to enter 
upon the higher plane of citizenship, and that the country having 
educated them, when the emergency arises requiring their services 
in the Army or in the Navy they will be found ready to respond to the 
call made by the country upon them. 

In this way you avoid creating a distinctive class in the country 
not in sympathy with the great mass of its laboring and tax-paying 
citizens. I would avoid that and start out upon a different line, the 
line suggested by the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. BUTLER] the other day. I was glad he made the suggestion, and 
I hope it will be appreciated by this House, and that the House, appre- 
ciating it, will agree to the amendment which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has proposed. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I rise to a point of order. It is 
that the amendment offered by the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. REa- 
GAN] changes the law and is not in the interest of economy. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is too late to make the point of order. 
amendment has been discussed at length. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Then I will say a word or two on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Texas. As I under- 
stand, it proposes a radical change in the manner of making appoint- 
ments hereafter to West Point. It breaks up in this summary man- 
ner the method now designated by law for each Representative in 
Congress to make an appointment or nomination from his district. 
If this amendment be adopted, it changes the law entirely. 
prepared in this summary manner to thus change a time-honored law? 
I for one shall not vote for a change made in this summary manner. 

Now, as to the amendment offered by my colleague, [ Mr. CLYMER, ] 
I think I shall favor that amendment, while I would prefer that it 


The 


ing it here, I think it is in the interest of wise policy. 


What does it 
propose ? 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

Here the committee informally rose; and Mr. BANNING having 
taken the chair, as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, 
by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had 
passed bills and a resolution of the following titles; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House: 


A joint resolution (S. No. 18) authorizing Lieutenant Theodorus B. 


M. Mason, of the United States Navy, to accept a silver medal from | 


the king of Italy; 

A bill (S. No. 551) directing the Secretary of the Treasury to pur 
chase certain property of the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company 
for the use of the United States, and for other purposes. 

A bill (S. No. 623) to amend section 993 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States for the District of Columbia, so as to make the 22d 
of February a holiday within the District of Columbia; 

A bill (8. No. 643) to constitute a commission to consider and report 
a plan for providing enlarged accommodations for the Library of 
Congress; 


/a month, and will certainly come within years, 
| every well-educated young militar 


| whole expense of the institution for the boys, 


Are we | 


| We do not need that number of men 
should come up as a regular and independent proposition; yet, find- | 


| a time when this nation shall 


| need these young men as officers he 
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A bill (S. No. 691) to amend an act entitled “‘An act to provide for 
the sale of certain New York Indian lands in Kansas,” approved Feb 
ruary 19, 1873; and 

A bill (S. No. 701 
States district court 
lington, 


The: 


to provide for 
for the 


in said division. 


holding the terms of 
southwestern division of 


the United 
lowa at Bur 


essage further announced that the Senate had passed, with 
an amendment, a bill (H. R. No. 119) to remove the charge 
Lieutenant Charles Wilkinson, late of Company K, One hundred 
and second Regiment unteers, on file in the War 


Dep irtment; nee of the House was requested 


against 


Pennsyivania Vo 


in which the concurr 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole or 
Its Session. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. When I was interrupted by the 
rising of the committee I was remarking, as the law now 
graduating class graduates all 
candidates for commissions, assigned to vacancies 
| who 


according to their grade, if any vacancies exist, and those for 
supernumerary otficers 


i the state of the Union then resumed 


is, When a 


those who graduate in that class are 


and they are to be 
no vacancies exist are assigned as 


vet or 
not exceeding one to each company. Now, the amendment ot nhs 
colleague breaks up that feature of the law and provides that upon 
graduation only those graduates shall be appointed 
to fill vacancies then existing. If 


the twenty vacancies are to be 


Vvuo needed 


are 
there are twenty vac 
filled by these g luates, and 
selections are made upon the basis of their graduation, as indi 
bv the board of commissioners, on the Ist of July of each vear. 

balance of graduates of fifty or 


then 
the 
ated 
Che 

hundred will relapse into eivil 
I think this is wise and proper and in the 
ulating young thei 


ancies 


one 


society. interest of stin 


nen to exert themselves in tucdies, so that 


may be competent for appointment 


Mr. BUTLER. I desire to say that the amendment presents 


| the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYMER] meets my h 


concurrence. I do not think it economy 
fessors and to keep up a large expenditure in 
on buildings and apparatus and everything 
expenses, only to educate a 

we may not want them. that at 
very little for a standing army at all 
militia would be an institution mor 

of our Government, but the time ma 


Llib 


; l 1 
oO keep a large corps 0 


he shay 
that 
few boys because at 
the present time we have 
I think a well-regulated 
accordance with the genius 
L year, ay, within 
when we shall want 


t OL Inve 

goes ti 

the present moment 
1] 

l believe 
use 
ein 
within 


y officer. Every generation has 
its wars more or less extended, and future generations ought to be 
better provided with educated military men than we were when out 
late war came. Therefore, as it onl about one-third of the 

the expense 1or the 
professors and other expenses being twice that sum, it seems to me 
clear economy to educate just as many as we can 
as we want for the present time 


ing engineers, 


costs 


not only as 
ivil lif 


those businesses 


man) 


and send them into ¢ iS min 


railroad engineers, and for all which 
a well instructed and educated man cando. Let me say that a 
man who goes to West Point and stays there one o1 gf 
a very considerable knowledge of tactics, and above all of military 
rules and subordination, whereby he becomes a valuable young officer, 
even if he does not go through the educational course. 
that he receives in the first 


oung 


two years gets 


The education 
two years 
fore as a matter of economy let us ¢ 
class, but as they 


is of 


lues 


great value; and there 
them, not as a pr! 
may go into civil life, and when 


called up for military service they will be prepared to answer 


of their country. 
I am opposed to the amendment offered by the ger 


vileged 
back une ire 


the call 


Mr. HAYES. n 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. CLYMER, | and in favor of the amend 
ment offered by the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN.] I take 
that position for two reasons: the first that I think we are gradu 
ating too many young men from the Military Academy at West Point 
as officers in our Army 10t at 
all. I cannot see any force in the argument made by the leman 
from Massachusetts,[Mr. ButTLer.] I do not believe that we as a 
nation ought to start up anything lile a charity school to educate 
people for whom we have 1 our Army whatever. 
that we are a peace-loving and a peace-abiding people. I cannot sec 
why we should look forward into the future and picture to ourselves 
ar and go to work 
in order that we may 

imaginary. If we do not 
Army, why should we 
the expense now of educating such young men? 

If we are to need such young men w 
vision all over the country by the private military schools that are 
springing up in almost every city in the land, where young men, if 
they want to fit themselves for positions in the Army, can educate 
themselves at their own expense, just 
eduy Therefore we 
and I say that we 


vent 


use lil 


I know 


be embroiled in a w 
at an enormous expense and educate persons 
have them for future use that ntirel) 

go to 


we are making abundant pro 


as the lawyer or the physician 
do not now in our 
not to go to the expense of edi ating 


ates himself. 
Army, 
thei. 

There is another reason wh lnences 1 [ 


need these men 
ought 


ime here a friend 
and retrenchment. the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
AN} has well said, his ame nm the 


ot economy 


REAG iterest of economy 
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and retrenchment. The total sum appropriated by this bill is some- 
thing over $272,000; nearly $275,000 for the purpose of carrying on 
thisestablishment at West Point. Why can we not limit the number 
of « ne-half what they are now Why not cut down the 
expenses under this bill so that they will not exceed $150,000 instead 


of $275,000? It seems to me 


adets to o 


that as a matter of economy we should 
y ork to limit the number of which have at our 
United States Military Academy. For these two reasons I favor the 
unendment offered by the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN. } 
Mr. SOUTHARD. I move to strike out the last word for the pu 
ose of saying that I most heartily concur with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] in what he has said in relation to this 
Military Academy and in reference to our Army. This Military 
Academy costs us, under this bill, over $250,000. The regular Army 
ts us each year between thirty and forty millions of dollars. 
Mr. McCOOK. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. Does he state that 
the regular Army costs bet ween $30,000,000 and $40,000,000 annually ? 
Mr. SOUTHARD. That is what I said. 
Mr. McCOOK., The gentleman is mistaken; it is not over $25,000,000. 
Mr. SOUTHARD. Gentlemen around me say $22,000,000 and §26,- 
000,000. It has been more in the recent past. No matter whether it 
be $22,000,000, $26,000,000, or 330,000,000, our true policy is to have 
a small nucleus of educated officers and a smallstanding Army. This 
nucleus of educated officers will be in existence when emergency 
arises and will be able to take our volunteer forces and crystallize 
them into an effective army. That is the policy which we should 
ue It will do away with the necessity of a large force continu- 


under pay. 


cadets we 


we attenipt to rely upon a standing Army, we have the evidence 
| history to show that it will sap the foundation of the liberties 
f the peopl We have the evidence 
within the last few 


of the history of our own coun 
years, and notably during the last presidential 
is to the tyranny and oppression of a standing Army in direct 
ry politi al machinery and controlling elections under the command 
of the President and his Cabinet. 

I am therefore in favor of keeping the Military Academy at West 
Point for the education of a small number of cadets. I am in favor 
the closest economy in expenditure and of the smallest num 
ber of cadets which will provide us with an educated class of officers 
in cases of emergency, Which are sure to arise. That will do away 
with that policy which we are gradually running into of keeping up 
t large Army in time of peace. An Army of twenty-five thousand 

1 in this country can be of no possible use. I venture to say that 

ipon the in our Indian service, there have 
not been ten thousand men employed on an average within the last 
six years. Yet we have kept up an Army of twenty-five thousand 
und more during all these years, at millions of expense, a large 
part of which has been used for the purpose of tyrannizing over the 
in the interior, controlling the local affairs of the States, and 
overriding the constitutional privileges which are guaranteed to the 
people 

| Here the hammer fe ll 

Mr. CONGER. It is so apparent that the object of our friends on 
the other side is to destroy the Army, that they are endeavoring to 
nibble it to death at all points at which they can approach it, that I 
need not enlarge upon that. Ihave repeatedly asked them to tell 


also of 


borders of our country, 


Then 


Peaomie 


i 
us what was the hidden motive that prompts them everywhere they 


»cut down the rank and the file, to ent down 
s, to cut down the Army. No man says a 
himself behind that beautiful ery of “economy.” 

Why do not gentlemen tell the reason that they want to destroy 
the Army My friend from Ohio [ Mr. SouTHARD] let out the secret a 
little way, to be sure, when he says that the Army has been used in the 
South at presidential elections. Ay, it was “used in the South.” I 
can divide the statement of the gentleman right in the middle, and 
the first part of it answers the whole question. The Army was “used 
in the South There lies the whole secret. Under pretense of econ- 
omy, under the pretense that we are now educating a special class, 
under the pretense that this Government ought not to pay money for 
the education of its young men for military purposes, this attack is 
now 

Sir, the 


can t the number of 


office! 


mad 
rishele 


great boast and pride and glory of the United States is 


that this Government from the beginning until now has turned into | 


the channels of the education of its children in all directions and in 
direction 
it could do so. 


every 


to the American people of the past and of the present and of the 
future was the setting apart of one-thirty-sixth of all the public 
domain in the great West for the education of its children. Another 
proud feature is that to almost every college in the country there 
have been given tracts of land to educate the citizens of those States 
for civil life. 


cate in the agricultural colleges of the land a particular class of peo- 
ple in this country. Yet the 
fact that the General Government, wherever it might constitution- 
ally do so, has opened the doors to the education of its sons and 
daughters everywhere and on all subjects, through provision for com- 
mon-school education, college education, university education, agri- 
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| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| establishment. 


word, but shelters | 
| militia never did give and never will. 


| arose obliged to call upon the central Government for aid ? 


| cause they were separate and apart from the militia. 
money, lands, conveniences of education, wherever | 
One of the grandest gifts made by a former Congress | 


| city ; 
More than that, it is within the memory and knowledge of us all | 
that lately a large amount of the public domain was given to edu- 


gentleman with a fall knowledge of the | 
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cultural education, scientific education, in every directioy 
been the pride and the glory of our land that so far as y 


| Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired 

Mr. BEEBE. Mr. Chairman, it was undoubtedly the idea of 4 
framers of this Government that its military strength should be { 
chiefly within the States and under the control of the varions s; 
organizations. Among the records of that period we find now}, 
an expression unfriendly to the organization of the militia. W 
find, however, emanating from the Father of his Country, the s 
injunction that “in time of peace we should prepare for war.” Ny, 
with all due deference to my friend from Illinois and my friend frop, 
Texas I must be permitted to say that in my judgment this ad 
was wise when it was given; and the history of the country from tha 
time to the present has continually confirmed its wisdom. 

Anything that looks to the education of the militia of the countr, 
I amin favorof. So farasregards a standing army under the contro] of 
the Federal Government in time of peace, Ionly want such a for . 
as shall be necessary to answer adequately the purposes of a peace 

Protect our frontier; guard the hardy pioneers; tak 


-y 
ye mil 


then have an educated militia, a militia ample as that of the St 
of New York proved itself to cope with organized bands that attempt 
to violate the statutes, the peace, and the dignity of the State. Ido yo: 
want any such miserable, weak militia organizations as existed jj 
other States of the Union, where the executives were compelled j; 
their alarm to appeal at once to the President of the United Stats 
for forces to protect the State against its own citizens. 

In the State of New York recently, in the county of Steuben, ay 
organization attempted to oppose the enforcement of the laws fort 
collection of taxes. The sheriff of the county, imitating some of 
*xecutives of some of the States last year, cried at once to the g 
‘rnor of the State; and the answer, prompt as the telegraph co 
convey it, was, “Sir, you must depend upon the posse comitatus in y 
county; you must exhaust the civil power of the sheriff befor 
power of the State can be brought to bear upon this question.’ 
in all these emergencies, I would have each State exhaust the 
of the State before calling for aid from the Federal Government 
and the power of the State onght to be something in fact, it « 


not to exist merely in name; it ought to be areality, not a contempt 


ble burlesque. We should have well-organized militia fore: 
the provision submitted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
of the happiest of which I can conceive in its adaptation to a 
that end. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Chairman, we have often heard it said t] 
the liberties of the people are in danger at the hands of a stand 
army. But, sir, we have here in this House many gentlemen who h 
been upon the field of battle, who although perhaps not educat: 


| the profession of arms have gone forth and done nobly in the 
| of their country or in the cause that lay nearest to their hearts 


ask whether any one of these gentlemen the moment he left pr 
life and entered the Army felt that his heart became at once chan 
from that of a patriot to that of a tyrant? I submit, then, whet 


| a free and educated people are in any danger from a standing art 


I say to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SouTHARD] that as a matt 
of history since the day that free speech and free edacation becaue 
a part of the institutions of the people a standing army has tended 
to bring to the people that true security which trained bands anc 
The fact is, Mr. Chairma 
that as we become more highly educated, as we ascend in the scale 
of civilization, we can have astanding army of one hundred thousand 
men without any peril to our liberties. During last summer if ' 
had depended upon the militia of the States where would the liber 
ties of this country have been? When the laboring class who | 
been oppressed became frenzied with excitement, and when the « 


| troversy was taken out of their hands by a class of people who were 


not laborers, were not the governors of those States where di 
In 
emergency, was not one company from our standing Army worth 
thousand of the militia of any State? 

Mr. BEEBE. No, sir; not in New York. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. 


sorder 


I 


Why was the regular Army thus efficient? He- 
The militia 
were commingled with the people; they were not trained to the etli 
ciency of the regular Army. I ask the gentleman from Pennsy|\ 
[Mr. CLYMER] whether his own city of Reading was not rescued | 
a small band of those who had been trained in the profession of 
arms, and ‘who stood there mountainlike and breasted the storm that 


| was pressing against them. 


Mr. CLYMER. The regular troops did not quell the mob in my 
it was a volunteer company from a neighboring county, under 
the command of General Reeder. , 
Mr. HUMPHREY. I know, Mr. Chairman, that the Marine Band 
or the Marine Corps or something of that kind was up there. 
Mr. CLYMER. They came after the fight was over. 
Mr. HUMPHREY. Did you not ask them to stay? 
Mr. CLYMER. We were very happy to see them ; but we had no 
| particular use for them. : 
| Mr. HUMPHREY. Did you not ask them to stay? 
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Mr. CLYMER. Ido not know that we did. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Iam informed that you did ask them to stay 
and that they did stay. ; 
Mr. CLYMER. 1 do not wish to disparage the services of the ré 

ir forces that came there; I simply wish to say that really the riot 

as settled by a volunteer organization. 

Mr. HOMPHREY. 

f time permitted I would prove it that a standing army is not 

we to the liberties of a free people. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HALE. 

my friend from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] is right, that there is a 

termination to cut down the Army, to strike at it, to impair its 
sefulness, to destroy it, on one side of this House. That gentleman 
as failed to get an answer to his question as to why this is so, as to 
what the motiveis. That any of us can judge, each man for himself 
It is aremarkable thing, Mr. Chairman 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to answer: 

Mr. HALE. I will yield to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. ATKINS. I wish to say for myself there is no such motive, and 
t isa false assumption on the part of the gentleman from Michigan 

Mr. HALE. What is the gentleman’s motive that he denies? 

Mr. ATKINS. I say it is a false assumption to say there is a hidden 
motive on the part of gentlemen on this side of the House to destroy 
the Army. 

Mr. HALE. But we listen day by day to speeches such as has fallen 
from the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SouTHARD;] we have bills re 
ported in that direction; the whole tendency is in that way; that 
way sets the current. No one need deny that, in reference to that 
side of the House one thing is certain, that within our late memory, 
nthe last year, when troubles I cannot now discuss in full were men- 
wing us and were upon the country, the executives of the States were 
frantic in their call upon the Army for protection to their citizens. 
It was not simply republican governors which did it, but Maryland, 
with her democratic executive, called upon the General Government 
for troops ; and West Virginia, by her governor, also called for troops, 
nd Indiana telegraphed for troops by her governor. 

Mr. COBB rose. 

Mr. HALE. I know the gentleman will say that no formal request 
ras made, but there were dispatches, for the thing is undisputed. 
Only a little while ago, in the troubles which were in Texas, and it 
vas found at last there was no invasion, but internal difficulty, the 


{rmy was frantically implored to interpose to save that State from 
iloodshed. 


troops have been withdrawn as a measure of reconciliation, 
ud the auswer to that measure of reconciliation, like every other 
easure of reconciliation which has been proffered, is the knife is 


ht to be put into the Army which has been left after the troops | 


have been withdrawn from the South. 
assaults made upon the force. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TURNER. I object, when the hammer comes down, to any 
emarks being reported which are made out of order. 

Mr. CHALMERS. 
n this disenssion, but I cannot sit by and listen without raising my 
voice in denial of the charges which have been made, that the men 


of the South are opposed to the Army and to this institution at West | 


Point. For one, sir, I shall cast my vote to encourage as far as possible 
the education of our young men at that institution ; but I regret that 
gentlemen will not permit us even to make comments upon the ex- 
travagance of the Army, or the extravagance of that West Point 
institution, unless we are to be denounced because we come from the 
Southern States. I had hoped, sir, the war was over. I believed 
this was a day of reconciliation. lam glad to believe that with some 
at least it is, and that this Government now can afford to do justice 
to its sons oy both sides, with the proud consciousness of its estab- 
lished supremacy and in the firm conviction that the fierce heats of 
battle and the heavy blows of contending armies have welded more 
closely together the golden links and the iron bands which bind us to 
each other, 

We of the confederate side came back to this Union bearing in our 
hearts no malice or lingering feeling of hatred or ill-will toward the 
gallant gentlemen who met us in manly conflict. I see here, sir, 
by my side, I see before me, behind me, all round me upon this tloor 
gallant men who faced death for the cause they believed to be right, 
and who in defense of the Union, in the perilous front of battle, won 
that imperishable honor which ever lingers in the hearts of a grateful 
people around the name of the soldier who did his duty in the hour 
of danger. With them we have no quarrel. We meet them here as 
gentlemen and as friends. We acknowledge their courage and endur- 
ance, for they conquered us. We acknowledge the justice of that rule 
which crowns the victor with the lAurel-leaf of fame. We are not jeal- 
ous that they are called the saviors of the Union while we are classed 
as unsuccessful rebels. We do not complain either, gentlemen, that 
your Federal dead sleep in national cemeteries, ornamented and beau- 


tified by all that art can give and wealth bestow; that their graves | 


are marked with “storied brass and monumental marble,” while our 
brethren sleep on the lonely hill-side and in the distant valleys where 
they fell, with naught to mark their resting-place, or else have been 


Well, sir, it is true as a matter of history, and | yield his time to the gentlem 


Mr. Chairman, I am afraid that the idea in the mind | 


| time I desire to repel the insinuations that 
Che gentleman from Ohio says that troops were used in the South. | 


There has been no return but | 


| will not be accepted; the general cor 
Mr. Chairman, I did not desire to take any part | 
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gathered together in poverty-stricken burial grounds, whose plank 
fences and rude head-boards stand in 


miserable contrast beside the 


| magnificent mausoleums of your Federal dead. 


{ Here the hammer fell. } 


Mr. DURHAM obtained the floor. 
Mr. BANNING I 


suggest that the entleman 


from Kentucky 


an from Mississippi. 
Mr. CALKINS. I ask unanimous cor 
gentleman from Mississippi be extend 

Mr. DURHAM. I 
sippi 

Mr. CHALMERS 


feelings as have been ascribed t 


time of the 


utleman from Missis- 
iirman, that we have nosuch 
! > us this floor. We have adopted 
in good faith the amendments to the Constitution. We have sub 
mitted to the painful ¢ f reconstri 
than the experime ft the unskillful sum 
breaks s may 


thing this Govern 


periment iction, 


more painful 
then 
have bowed 


who sets and 
We 


upon us and we are willing 


reonu 
that 
to every 


tured lim 


to forgiv: 


tution 


ana 


We 


forget. he destruction of our insti 


h of armies which left a 
iutiful land marked by 1 


} 
sldes alone 


ean torget the a lating n 


¢ mare 
ng track through o1 


nonu 

remained to point the 

once his mansion stood. 

nd to be treated as 

| have 

West 

asa southern man, as one 

to meet you on the battle-tield I never turned my 

you then and I do not propose now to turt 
And I Say 


you charge 


mental chimneys w 


hose bli 
contederate soldier to the 


We 


this Government 


spot where 
come here now asking for pe 
, and I for one,a 
cheerfully and cordially for yout 

I stand here a 


part of 
said before 


Point bill. 


shall vote most 


8 a Mississippiat vho tried 
his best back on 


1 my back upon you 
doing injustice 


us With entertaining such 


n de 


bate, you areé to our southern peopl 


when malicious feelings here 
to-day. 

Phe gentleman from Michig 
of the school lands given by 


poses 


nta sixth section 


or educational pul 
strom the 


tthe thirty 
this Gov 
I ask him whence came that | 

mother of States and statesmen irginik ve an 
to this Government, and this 1 
tleman himself 
have given back one 
nounce us of the South and hurl that in 
reant to all sense of honor in refe 
far as the amendment 


to be 


rood old 
land 
1 which the ven 
lives forms a portio f this gilt; a 


pire ih 
because they 
to cle 
were 
ls 
it seems to Ine 
. but 


been 


section out six the here 
Sli we 
rence to this Government 
before the House is concerned 


I shall vote for that amendmen 


stand 


our laces ret 


Vy a 


a wise one, at the 


siaime 


have hurled at my 


section of the country. 

Mr. CLYMER. 
before the « 
to it. 

There are two propositions. The on 
from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] as a substitute 
hereafter the number of cadets shall be 1] 
what they are now. I think from the te 
the committee on a former occasion 


[| Applause. ] 
So much has been said « 
omimittee that I desire 


to the 
ill the attention of ge 


<traneous 


matte! 
to rec ntlemen 
offered by 


for my 


the gentleman 
own provides that 
ned to just one-half of 
per generally evinced by 
and to-day that that | 


iess 


roposition 
iclusion being that 
and proper thing to do to educate these young men for a profession, 
the exercise of which in the future may be of vast benetit 
country. 

The proposition submitted by myself 
is admitted to be 
of oflicers in the Army of the Unite 
I illustrated by figures what that number was 
repeat the statement But i was 
excess of officers over the umber of me 
must be re’-ced in When tl 
to the House the section which has be« , the third section 
proposing to reduce that number of officers, it was evidently objec- 
tionable to the minds of most gentlemen of the 
too radical and might have worked injust 
one now proposed it seems to me is so fau 
commend itself to the mind of every person. It is just 
that when a class graduates at West Point so 
needed to fill existing vacancies in the Army shall be appointed sec 
ond lieutenants. The appointed are to be determined 
by their standing in merit in their respe and the others 
not needed shall leave the instituti back am the peo 
ple. That is a fair, an honest, a direct proposition ; and when my 
friend from Michigan charges me when I offered this with any design 
of destroying the Army I am sure that he does me individually great 
injustice,which I do not think he intends. When he charges that the 
Representatives of the South hereas a body would destroy this Army 
or this institution, I feel that he does them great injustice; tor, sil I 
cannot but feel that it n these the one at 
West Point and the one at Annapolis, that those who come from 
various parts of the country may receive that in 
hands of the Government which will fit them fo 
the occasion arises hereafter. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois hope that t i 
duced by the gentleman from P 
vail. 


itis a wise 


to the 


hat 


number 


sone calculated to cure w 
, & supernumerary 
States. Ona former 
I do not 


denied by 


an existing evil; that is 


occasion 
propose t« 
no one that the 


1 employed is too great and 


to-day. 
some wa e committee first reported 
voted out 
committee lt was 
The 
that it must 


inmany instances 
and so just 
[all this 


many of them as are 


persons to in 


ctive classes } 


n and vo nye 


is only i two institutions, 


struction the 
usefulness when 


endment intro- 
CLYMER] will pre 
Iam not a southern man; | am a northern tm yet I believe 
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with many who live in my own section that there is room for im- 
provement; in other words, that there is room for economy at West 
Point as well the military establishment generally. 
1 no enemy to the academy at West Point. I am in 
rt of school where military science may be taught in 


CONGRESSIONAL 


as in 
lavor ot 
this 


that a 


created in the 


eve might be devised by 
il schools of th 
this country for instruction 
West Point may be found unnecessary. But 
until such a plan is adopted West Point should be rved 

In passing upon the bill before us it is right, and it is our duty, to 
inquire whether the expenditures of this establishment in these days 
stress nay not be curtailed. So far asthe lights before me enable 
rd to this subject, 1 will say I believe that 
this expenditure can be reduced, and in saying this I am not con- 
trolled by politic al feeling, for I will say to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Hewitr] that all those who are opposed to excessive ex 
penditures at West Point do not hail from South Carolina. 

If he had with me in the city of Charleston, South C 
lina, on the Ist day of January last, he would have witnessed 
which would have convinced him that the men of the South to-day 
ire as loyal to the flag of the Union as the men of New York. Isaw 
marching upon one of the main thoroughfares of Charleston a body 
of over two thousand negro volunteer troops under the 

Che sidewalks were thronged with men and women ; 
men had worn the gray in the war, and they were 


plan vhich professorships 
’ dif lerent States and 


in arms and military 


might be 
| 


in the « 


norn 


olleges of 


science, and therelyy 


pres 


otal 


me in rega 


to learn my duty 


been aro- 


a scene 


Union 
of the 


many 
as liberal 


in commendation and applause for the good appearance and patriot- | 


ism of the colored volunteers as I have heard in the streets of Saint 
Louis and Chicago when white volunteer troops were marching under 
the same flag, and as good order and as perfect peace was found in 
Charleston during 
any city on similar occasions. 

Sir, Lam here to-day as one of the representatives of the people 
who feel that the time for retrenchment and reform. We 
believe, or at least I do, that an excresence has grown upon the Treas- 
ury of the United States at West Point, and I am in favor of placing 
the knife of retrenchment and reform to that excresence as well as 
to any that has grown upon the Treasury elsewhere. 

i examining the proportion of the number of Army officers in 
relation to the privates, I find that the number of Army officers to 
the privates is in this country larger proportionally than found in 
the army of any civilized nation on the globe. Official reports show 
that in the United States the proportion of commissioned officers to 
privates is one officer to seven men, and the aggregate pay of the 
commissioned officers of our Army is almost equal to that of all the 
private and non-commissioned officers. 

In some of the European armies the 
is as follows: 


has come 


proportion on a peace footing 


= 


rank and file. 
Great Britain, 
France, 


one officer to seventeen of the rank and file. 
one otlicer to twenty-one of the rank and file. 

Russia, one officer to twenty-two of the rank and file. 

Spain, one officer to twenty of the rank and file. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CONGER. i answer to the very serious inquiry which I have 
made day after day nobody responds except my friend from Penn- 
sylvania. I say that no one has responded to the inquiry whether 
these constant attacks are made upon the Army under the pretense 
that there are too many officers; under the pretense of economy ; 
under the thousand pretenses which have been presented here; no- 
body has responded to the question which the country asks, and 
which I have asked, except the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who 
has intimated a response, and what was his reply? Not a denial, but 
only an appeal to me whether I believe that he wants to destroy the 
Army; that is all—an appeal to me to say whether I believe he wants 
to destroy the Army. 

Sir, Ido not want to answer that question when it is put person- 
ally tome. But it looks as though that gentleman and his friends 
have some project that the people see and know exist, and they will 
not announce it here. 

Mr. CLYMER. “I do not know what it is. 

Mr. CONGER. Well, this is what the people of the North believe. 
I have made this inquiry thus far without success. The belief of the 
people of the North is that it is the object of the democratic 
this House, piece by piece, day by day, hour by hour, and bill by bill 
as they arise, to cut down the force of this Army, the effective force 
of officers and men, to the lowest possible stage to which they can 
bring the northern democrats to consent. I desire to speak plainly 
upon this matter. I will tell the gentlemen for what purpose it is: 
it is that when the Army shall be reduced to the lowest number of 
ofticers below the requirements of a nation of forty or forty-five mill- 
ions of people, at the proper moment, and at the proper time, and 
in the proper way—and if the time does not come they will create 
the occasion, which can well be done upon our frontier anywhere— 
that then there shall be a demand for an increase of the Army, and 
that then the appointing power may make places for ambitious mili- 
tary men who have left the Army. [Laughter on the democratic side 
of the House. } 


| the gentleman from Maine [M7 HALE ] assumed that these move: 


| in the destruction of the Army. 
| not a State in the Union that has more interest in the preservat ior 


the parade of the colored troops as I have seen in | 


| signed, 


arty in | 
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Mr. CLYMER. It is the first time that I ever heard of that. 
Mr. CONGER. Now, Mr. Chairman, that tender, delicate, off, 
nate laugh which arises from the other side of the House in pl ace o 
the broad, bold denial in words and action confirms the suspici on 

{ Renewed laughter.] That is the belief of half of the people of t 
United States to-day, and it is not to be answered by a laugh yo, 
this tloor. pe 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. REAGAN. Thisdebate has taken a wider range than 
pated in offering the amendment. 

I will explain some of the reasons for offering the amendyoey, 
We have a greatly larger proportion of officers in the Army thay , 
men, and we have no ple aces to which to assign these young ofj 

The Committee on Appropriations have indicated by their ori rit 
bill first, and then by their amendments, that there were more c; 
now being educated than were needed. Taking all these jae to 
gether, it seemed to me that if that was so, and many of the facts 
which I present no one will dispute, we had better limit our cadets 
to the number necessary for the Army proper. That was all. 

Upon that, the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] and 


a 


have for their object the destiaction of the Federal Army. | regret 
very much that no one who happens to be situated as I am with ye; 


| erence to antecedents can discuss a question on this tloor which relates 
flag of the | 


to the general interest of the country, as he owes it to. his constituent 
to discuss and to act on this question, without having his motives 
arraigned. 

I have no interest, my constituents and my State have no interest 


On the contrary, there is perhaps 


and support of an efficient and vigorous Army. I have no interest oy 
wish to see the West Point Military Academy destroyed. What | 
wish is to see it fulfill the functions for which it was originally 
the educating of young men to become officers of the Army 
I do not care to extend it beyond that, and to educate them for thei: 
own private, personal emolument and benefit thereafter, for we hay 
ample schools all over the country for that purpose. 

The very people I represent need troops; need an army ; and th 
ask for an army. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. HALE] made a: 
allusion to the action of the governor of Texas to which I desire to 
make a word of reply. He said that the governor of Texas had pra 
tically called for United States troops to settle an internal distur 
ance. There was a disturbance on the line of the Rio Grande, wh: 
we have hada great deal of trouble between the people of the Unite: 
States and the Mexicans across the border. It is true that distur 
ance arose from a local quarrel on this side of the river. It is equally 
true, and the gentleman from Maine ought to have known it, if li 
does not, that many more Mexicans from beyond the border, as is 


| shown by the evidence of State and Federal officers, were engaged in 
Imperial army of Germany, one officer to twenty-two men of the | 


that disturbance than were whites and Mexicans on this side of the 
river. When the news came to the governor he doubtless acted upor 
the idea that it was a part of the general disturbances of the border 
and believing it to be so, called upon the President of the United 
States to send troops there. 

Mr. HALE. The gentleman does not now claim that it was an in 
vasion ? 

Mr. REAGAN. I do not claim that it was an invasion, but it was 
a disturbance of the border, participated in by the people of the 
United States and by Mexicans ; in which disturbance a number of 
lives were cruelly and remorselessly taken, and the governor of Texas 
thought it was one of those cases, from its remoteness from the power! 
and authority of the State, being upon the extreme border, many 
hundreds of miles distant, which could be better controlled by th 
military power of the United States. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. 1 will say to the gentleman frou 
Maine [Mr. HALE] that the only reduction of the Army that has 
taken place within recent years was by the act of the Forty-third 
Congress, a republican Congress, when the Army was reduce “dl from 
30,000 to 25,000 men. 

I have been somewhat puzzled to find out the reason why the gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] has been reiterating his ques 
tions to this side of the House as to their motives in reducing th 
Army. I supposed that, according to his usual habit, it was a jok« 
I find, however, that he is in earnest. 

Now let me say to him that the demand for the reduction of the 
Army comes from the North and not from the South. It is the dem- 
ocratic party of the North who desire to have the load of taxation 
brought down to the lowest conceivable point consistent with the 
public s safety. Upon the Committee on Appropriations (I violate no 


| confidence in so saying) no member from the South has brought ina 


propos ition to reduce the effective force of the Army below the point 
which northern democrats thought was judicious and right. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 


| tion ? 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Certainly. 
ir. LUTTRELL. Has not the movement been led by men who 
fought in the Union Army, like my friend from Ohio, General BaN- 
NING? 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Yes; the movement has come from 
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his country. It is by them that it will be urged and by them it 


ve completed, until the burden of taxation is taken off the | 
ilders of labor. 

Now. having said this much, I will say that I list 
remarks of the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. 
reat admiration and with great interest. I though 
u areference to something which I said upon thi 

». Itisin reference to that that I dk | 

The ventleman from Tennessee, 

nlied to me in the hun of debate, seen 
tirely the language I used on occasion 
re now that the two sen ll be re 

louse in order that the exact phraseology may inderstood, 

say in advance that I have npared i rter’ 

otes with the language 


ened to the elo- 


CHALMERS } 
I detected 
floor 


tion. 


that 
tences sha 


to s short- 


b, and I find 


word has been al , even Lie li au tor the 
’ ot 


1 ‘ 
Clerk read as 


ant 


Ne 
\IKEN 


WIT! 
M 


ot 
coming from the State 
ent to give West Point to rebody els« But West Point 1 vindi 
the history ef this nation, North and South; and the people of th« 
never allow it to goto the hammer or to be closed up 
ia S I think it would better become the gent] 
to answer the arguments of the gx 


Applause 
man from New Yorl 
ntleman from South Carolina tl 
ad captandum appeal of a demagogue, which sl lers t 

f the whole southern people 


HEWITT, of New York. M hairman, I confess t I felt 
y aggrieved by the language of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
Mr. HousE,] and at the moment I rose and attempted 
in order to correct the misapprehension under which I saw that 
If there be anythin language which I used 
iat occasion that can be construed into any slandering of the 
sentatives of the South, ] would now cheerfully take it back. 
But I insist upon it that my motive was to defend the Representa- 
ves of the South from, as I thought, the slanders which had been 
flered against their good name. 
Mr. HOUSE. I am glad to hear the 
Mr. HEWITT] say to-day that he intended no reflection upon the 
presentatives of the South on this floor. The reply I made to him 
as based of course upon my understanding of his remarks. I un- 
stood that he did intend to retlect upon the motives of the gentle- 


tha 
to get the 
01 
r inthe 


was laboring. 


ember on this floor. If I had not so understood the gentleman from 
‘ew York, justice to myself as well as justice to him impels me to say 
t 1 would have made no such reply as I then felt justified in mak- 


In the relations between the gentleman from New York and | 


yself heretofore there has certainly been nothing that would in- 
cline me to say anything calculated to wound his feelings. But, sir, 
as I understood his remark, it was a reflection upon every southern 
wember here in the intimation that the opposition of the gentleman 
from South Carolina to West Point arose from the position of that 
State in the late war,I thought the gentleman intended to cast a 
reflection upon all who had acted upon the southern side. 

That was my understanding of the gentleman’s remarks and of his 
motive. Iam happy to know from his present disclaimer of any such 
motive that I misapprehended him. If I had understood the gentle- 
man then as I understand him now, I certainly should not have made 
the reply I did. 
sentatives from the South on this floor have equal rights with Repre- 
sentatives from the North. We are here by law; we have a right to 
be here. 
the other side of this House) was passed by themselves when they 
were in a very large majority. I think that southern Representatives 
should be permitted to discuss any question of public policy coming 


they participated in the rebellion. I know, Mr. Chairman, that the 
South went into the war. We went into it honestly. We fought 
like brave men while the war lasted; we have behaved like honora- 
ble men since the surrender. 


Mr. Chairman, the man who does not love the spot where his mother 
rocked his cradle is unworthy of a country. [Applause.] 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I suppose, Mr. Chairman, that my 
time has been exhausted by the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
HOUSE. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. 


also his own time. 

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gentleman from New York will be al- 
lowed any length of time he desires. 

Mr. AIKEN. I ask the privilege of saying a few words. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the time of the gentleman from New 
York be extended. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] that the gentleman from New 
York be allowed to proceed ? 

Mr. FORT. It occurs to me that it 
some business. 
other time and in some other place. 
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oval men, in the sense of loyalty during the war, as can be found | 


| gave another gentleman time ; 


| would be recognized and that the stron 
gentleman from New York | 
| these gentlemen, this country will bear me 


unparalleled efforts in 


} in South 
from South Carolina,and through him upon every southern | 
5 ‘ 


| never have been completed in this Hall. 


| pelled its renewal; but what was the Union without 


The law under which we are here (I will say in justice to | 


I do not deny nor seek to conceal that I | 
love the section from which I come and that I love her people ; and, | 


| Mr. GLOVER. 


The gentleman from Tennessee has exhausted | 
not only the remaining time of the gentleman from New York, but | 


is almost time for us to do | 
Let these gentlemen have their fight out at some | 
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minutes since 
uirly. 
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m to include a 1y othe 

than I do, from \ 
with these Re presentatives trom the 
true to this Union to-day as any set of men it 
for that reason that, after twenty yea 
tional rights it tl expense ostracism, | gay 


years of diligent exertion in the hope that those constitutional rig 


knov er th 


us country. 


defense of their co 
almost of clal 
its 
g arm of military power which 
had kept them in bondage would be withdrawn. 

And no matter what might have been the result of that struggle 
was due to our 
military 
siana and does not dominate 
hour of that tragic scene in 


robbed of their rights, if it 


Witness it 
the presidential campaign that the 
power to-day does not dominate in Lou 

Carolina. if in the ti 
which my party and my country we 
had not been that assurances that military domination 
should notwithstanding I was committed by every principle 
of honor and duty and obligation, and would have gone to death to 
finish that electoral count, I that it would 
We of the North fought 
We had fought for the | 


so al 


re 


were giveb 


have reason to believe 


for freedom for the South. nion and com 


freedom to the 


and I 


States, without freedom to the individual ? s secured ; 


| 1 ' 
confess when I heard I was a slanderer of the Representatives of the 


South my blood boiled, andit has taken twenty-tour hoursto getit back 
into a reasonable condition of salubrity. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to 
question. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


{ Laughter and applause. } 
tl from New York a 


ask the gentleman 


The Chair recognizes the gentleman from South 


| Carolina as entitled to the tloor. 
I made that reply because I believed that the Repre- | 


Mr. AIKEN. I ask of 
Mr. CONGER. I 
question. 


rhe CHAIRMAN. 


this House— 
wish to ask the gentleman from New 


York a 


The gentleman from Michigan is not eutitled to 


| the floor. 


Mr. CONGER. The time of the gentleman from New York was 


| extended in order that he might reply. 
up here without having it offensively thrown into their faces that | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair not 
from Michigan as entitled to the floor at 
tleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. CONGER. Then I desire to say 

[Cries of “Order!” on the democratic side of the House. } 

Mr. CONGER. Then I say that 1 object- 

I call the gentleman from Michigan to order. 
Mr. CONGER. And I demand that the gentleman from Missouri 
go to his seat. [ Laughter. } 

[Cries of “Order!’ ] 

Mr. CONGER. 1 wish to state, 

[Cries of “Order!” ] 

Mr. AIKEN. I do not desire to detain this House many minutes, 
| but I do want to be put right upon the record, as the gentleman from 
| New York has charged here that I have asserted 
i Mr. CONGER. 1 understood that I to 

question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not understand the gentleman 
from New York was allowed to proceed in order that he might be cat- 
echised by anybody. 

Mr. CONGER,. I make the point of « 

| given that he might continue h 
this side to answer. 

Mr. AIKEN. Let me have my 


can ask what questions he pleases 


the gentleman 
but recognizes the gen- 


recognize 
a 
all, 


\yb—_— 


was be allowed to ask a 


rder, unanimous consent was 
opportunity on 


is remarks witl ! 


nutes ar t the gentleman 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York was permitted 
to proceed by unanimous consent; but there was no condition at- 
tached 
his seat, and yielded the floor, and the Chair has given the floor to 
the gentleman from South Carolina, who is now entitled to it and 
will proceed. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman from New York had not taken his 
seat when I rose to ask him a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Michigan raise the 
point of order? 

Mr. CONGER. I do, and that is what I am stating. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order of the 
gentleman from Michigan, and asks whether he desires to take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair ? 


Mr.CONGER. But the Chairman hasnot heard my question of order. | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has heard the point of order as stated 
by the gentleman from Michigan, and he overrules it. 

Mr. CONGER. The Chairman said the gentleman from New York 
took his seat before IL asked the question. I appeal to the Chairman 
that before the gentleman took his seat I was proceeding to ask the 
question when interrupted by the Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair need not remind so good a parlia- 
mentarian as the gentleman from Michigan after the Chair has re- 
cognized the gentleman from South Carolina the gentleman from 
Michigan was pot on the floor and therefore in a position to ask a 
question. The tloor was given to the gentleman from South Carolina. 

ir. CONGER. But the gentleman from New York was on the floor 
when I rose first to ask the question. 

fhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to state to the gentleman 
from Michigan that he has overruled the point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. And the gentleman from Michigan desires to state 
to the Chair that he is perfectly satistied. [Great langhter.] 

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Chairman, it has been directly asserted here, 
without any qualification, that I had said I would vote to put West 
Point upon the block. Now that gentleman knows as well as he can 
know anything that he might as well take a single verse out of any 
chapter in the Bible to prove any doctrine as to make that assertion 
in regard to what I said. 
which cannot be answered. I proved by the figures and facts of a 
report coming from a body of men, two of whom are here now sitting 
upon this floor, who had examined the state of affairs at West Point 
and the very words I used, that there was great lack of 
economy in the administration of affairs there. And as one who ad- 
vocates true economy at home and here as well as elsewhere where 


asserted 


the people’s money is to be handled, I felt it to be my duty to say just | 


what 1 did, and the gentleman cannot answer; he cannot rebut it. 
But he gets up bere, proving that he is what the gentleman from 
rennessee asserted he was, and simply takes one sentence out of my 
speech to prove my position. [Applause. ] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have not a word to say against West Point; 
not one word, if it is properly conducted. I know West Point has 
made a record for itself. 
Davis, Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, Bragg, Joseph E. Johnson, 
Albert Sidney Johnson, Hardee, and a whole host of others, to show 
the value of West Point. And you who were friends of the Union 
cause can show me a line doubly long of noble gallant spirits who 
came from West Point that fought on the other side. I know what 
they were worth. I met them and measured steel with them; but I 
never saw the gentleman from New York there. 

Mr. Chairman, West Point has produced great men from both sides 
of the Potomac whose names will live as long as the people of this 
country are tree. But West Point has never produced an Esau. It 
has never produced a Benedict Arnold. It has never produced aman 
that would sell a Presidency. I hope the gentleman from New York 
has the intelligence to appreciate what I mean. 

Mr. Chairman, I never was taught at West Point, but, sir, I was 
educated where there was a well-organized militia; and my State 
taught every son born on her soil that she was their alma mater, and 
when she called they must be ready to shed their blood in her defense. 
I went outather call. I did not, like the gentleman, stay at home and 
pay asubstitute to go and help my country. No, sir; Iam no graduate 
of West Poiut, but I came from a State which has shown by her record 
that in war she is the bravest of enemies; and I tell you, my coun- 
trymen, in peace this land has no better friend. Nothing connected 
with her past history throws any slur on her record. And God grant 
I may always be what I have endeavored to be in the past, a worthy 
son of such a State. 

Mr. FORT. In the interest of harmony on the democratic side I 
demand the regular order. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York, rose. 

Many MempBers. Hewitt! Hear Hewitt! 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Will the Chair recognize me? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize no member until bet- 
ter order is restored. [After a pause.] The gentleman from Michi- 
gan, (Mr. ELLSWORTH. ] 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Is it in order to move to strike out the last 
word of the proposition under debate? What is the pending propo- 
sition ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is on the substitute of 
the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAN. ] 
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rhe gentleman from New York completed his remarks, took | 
| tleman from Michigan. 


|} and I have learned to distrust them. 


| “ There were brave men before Agamemnon.” 





I gave an argument in behalf of economy | 


I have only to point to men like Jefferson | 








| an officer in the Treasury Department. 


FEBRUARY 13, 


Mr. ELLSWORTH. I move to strike out the last word of the sub 
stitute, and yield my time to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Iam very much obliged to the oa 

I have received Grecian gifts in my tens 

I do not propose to prolong th; 
I only propose to say that I have known of brave mey 
There were brave per 
before the time of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Arxpy 
but I have never known one of them to come home from the war a) 
boast himself of his deeds of valor. Usually that is left to hist, 
and to that record I consign the gentleman from South Carolina 

I now request the Clerk to read the language of the gentleman f; 
South Carolina which I have marked in the RECORD as the langna 
to which I made my reply. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


discussion. 


If you were to publish it from the housetops to the tax-payers of this 
that $275,000 of their money is annually expended in the manner shoy 
report of the Board of Visitors, I venture the assertion that in less than t! 
this body would be tlooded with petitions from the tax-payers of our lay 
West Point up to the highest bidder or to give it to the State of New Yor 
bold enough to say that if such a petition were presented I for one would 
either proposition. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that I hay 
said no more than was due to the American people in the answe, 
which I made to that statement. I will occupy the attention of ¢ 
House but for one minute longer. If I understand the allusio) 
the gentleman correctly, he insinuates that somebody sold ont ¢] 
Presidency. Nobody North sold it out. 

A MEMBER. What is that? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Nobody North sold it ont. The pro 
osition to sell to me the Presidency was made to me, and I contemy 
tuously rejected it. 

Many Members. By whom? Name! name! 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Will the gentleman allow me to ask hi: 
question, as I gave him my time? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. The gentleman in his first remarks stated }y 
had assurances that the Army would be withdrawn. I want to know 
from whom he had those assurances. 

A MeMBER. Let it all come out. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Then after that I want to know who propos 
to the gentleman to sell out? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I do not desire to delay the py 
business, but if the House desires that some portion of unwritten his 


| tory shall be told 


Several MEMBERS. That is what we want. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. We have aright to demand the unwritten lay 
of the democratic party in full. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Well, so let it be. On one Sunday 
afternoon—I am afraid my voice will not be equal to the occasion; 
Iam suffering under a severe cold, but I will do the best I can—on 
one Sunday afternoon I was called upon at my house 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair understand from the committe: 
that the gentleman is proceeding without limit of time? 

Many MeMBeErs. Yes! yes! 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I repeat that I was called upon at 
my house by a gentleman who brought me an introduction from a 
most respectable source. I learned that he had called that day also 
in the morning when I was absent at church. He came again in the 
afternoon. After some preliminary conversation he said that he felt 
it to be his duty to communicate to me the fact that it would be pos- 
sible to secure the counting of the vote of Louisiana for Tilden. I 
told him that I was glad to learn that it was possible to procure so 
much justice. He said the counting of the vote depended mainly 
upon the action of one man. I asked him who the man was, and he 
told me J. Madison Wells, and said he “ Mr. Wells is in embarrassed 
circumstances ; he has applied for pecuniary assistance in other quar- 
ters, quarters where he had a right to expect it, and he has not yet been 

elieved ; he has authorized a friend of his and a friend of mine to 
ome to you and say that the vote of Louisiana will be counted for 
Tilden upon certain conditions.” I asked him what the conditions 
were, and he said, “money.” I asked him how much money. [Langh- 
ter.] I had got accustomed to ask how much. [Renewed laughter. | 
He said $500,000. I said I was not in the habit of carrying such an 
amount of money about me, and even if I did have it I should hardly 
consider it a proper use to make of that sum, to which he replied, “ Per 
haps a little lessmight answer.” [Laughter.] I said, “Are you author 
ized by Mr. Wells to come to me to make this proposition?” He said, 
“No, Lam not, but a friend of mine is.” Said I, “ You look like a re 
spectable gentleman; you bring me an introduction froma respectable 


| source: but you can hardly expect me to take the statement of any 


man that such a proposition can be made in this day and genera- 
tion.” “Yes,” said he, “I see the difficulty and I am prepared with 
evidence. This friend of mine is an official of this Government; he is 
I am not authorized to give 
you his name; I cannot give you his name, but he authorizes me to 
show you a letter from Governor Wells addressed to him, and I think 
that will be sufficient evidence for your purpose.” He took from his 
pocket a letter, and folded it down so as to conceal the address, and 
showed me the letter signed “J. Madison Wells.” As I had never 
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was genuine or not; but I read the letter. That letter has since 
been published and is now in print; it was put in the evidence taken 
fore a committee of the last Congress, and therefore it is not nec- 
essary for me to read it now. 

Mr. SPARKS. I have it here in the report of the Committee on 
the Powers, Privileges, and Duties of the House. 

Mr. BURCHARD. And the testimony of the witnesses examined 
is there also. 

Mr. SPARKS. I will read it. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. One moment if you please. 
about that. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I will yield to the gentleman from 
[Jlinois [Mr. SPARKS] to read the letter. 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. Read it after the gentleman gets 
through. 

Several MEMBERS. Let the Clerk read it. 

The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA t 


November, 20, 1876. 
Name cut out.) 
New Orleans 
My Dear Sir: You fully understand the situation 
ative thereto? 
Yours, very truly, 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. 
a question. 
Mr. COX, of New York. Who has the floor? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Hewitt. } 
Mr. COX, of New York. Then I object, under the rules, to the gen- 
tleman from Michigan [Mr. ELLSWORTH] proceeding. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewi1T] 
is not answering my question. 


Can you not advise me rel- 


J. MADISON WELLS 


Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am now answering the gentleman’s 


first question. I will answer his questions one at a time, and I do 
not yield now for any further questions. 

Mr. HAZELTON. We want that unwritten history. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. The time was given to the gentleman from 
New York through my courtesy to answer my question. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


of the committee. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. For the purpose of answering these questions. 
This side of the House would never have given him consent to be 
heard without that understanding. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan is out of order. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am answering the question which 


the gentleman from Michigan put to me, and the question was, who 


offered to sell the Presidency ? 

When I had read that letter I said, ‘‘ Yes, that will bear the con- 
struction you have put upon it, and undoubtedly it does mean that 
Mr. Wells wishes to sell out.” I wanted to know the name of the 
gentleman to whom it was addressed. Said he, “ I cannot give you 
that name; it would ruin him,” but said he, “I will give you my 
name; you have it already,I believe. I am a respectable man, and 
my name is Pickett.” He said he was a General or a Colonel Pickett, 
Ido not remember which, and he reminded me of the fact that he 
was the man from whom the Government had procured confederate 
papers. I confess that I personally had never heard of him. I then 
said, “ Sir, you say you come to me on behalf of a friend of Governor 
Wells, and that you believe that the vote of Louisiana was cast for 
lilden.” I then said, 1 believe so, and believing so, if J. Madison 
Wells would sell me the Presidency for a $5 bill I would not give it 
tohim. That was the answer he got. He then said tome, “You are 
right, sir; but I have reason to know that if you do not pay for it, 
there is an offer pending from the other side which will secure it.” I 
suid that that was not my affair. 
States is not to be bought or sold, and the man who attempted it 
would be consigned to infamy. And now I ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. AIKEN] to tell me by what right he turns upon 
me and accuses me of selling out the Presidency? I await 
unswer. 

Mr. AIKEN. I would simply say to the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Hewitt] that he has been off the track upon which I was trav- 
eling entirely. He has simply given us here published testimony that 
any man inside or outside of this Hall might have read for himself. 
I allude to the speech he made upon this tloor, when he said, speak- 
ing as if the gift of the Presidency were in his own hand, or the papers 
stated that he said so. ‘I would rather give up the Presidency than 
see one drop of blood spilled in the defense of democratic party.” 
That is what I say. I got that from the newspapers. I believed it 
then, and I believe it yet. [Great laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. ‘How pleasant it is to see kin- 
dred and friends agree.” [Laughter.] 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. So it seems now that on a mere news- 
paper paragraph going the rounds this immaculate and honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina infers that another democrat had sold 
the Presidency. He will be surprised to learn that no such words ever 
fell from my lips upon the floor of this House or anywhere else; and 


that when I saw it going the rounds of the newspapers, it was one of | complications averted. 


the very few calumnies which I contradicted over my own name. 


The Chair will state to the gentleman from | 
Michigan [Mr. ELLSwortH] that the gentleman from New York is | 
entitled to the floor by his courtesy, but by unanimous consent | 


n the signature of Mr. Wells I did not know whether the letter | 


| it. 


We do not care | 


I desire to ask the gentleman from New York | 


| submit to a military domination, 





The Presidency of the United | 


his | 


| would be a great wrong ; 
| tion to the electoral tribunal 
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Mr. AIKEN. 


I am glad to hear it. 
Mr 


HEWITT, of New York. The gentleman says he is glad to hear 
If he had such a sentiment in his heart, and had had the feeling 
of honorable courtesy which used to govern South Carolinians, be- 
fore making that charge on this floor he would have come to me and 
asked how much truth there was in it. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. The gentleman 
swered my question. [Cries of ‘Order! 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I wil 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. All right; let 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Gentlemen, “I wear my heart upon 
my sleeve.” There is nothing that I have done, from the beginning 
to the end of this business, that I am not ready to tell. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Lrise toa point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I object to this debate proceeding further. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I! hope the gentleman will not object. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Consent bas bé 
from New York, and it cannot now be 
Mr. HENDERSON. I thought the 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. He has not answered my question yet. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I wish to remind the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Hewitt] and the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. AIKEN 
that it is only eight miles to Bladens 
muddy to-day. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. The 


reminder on that point. I do not 


from New York has not an- 
* “Order!” “Sit down!”} 
Lanswer your question. 

us have the answer. 


en granted to the gentleman 
taken back. 
gentleman was through. 


burgh and the roads are not very 


gentleman need not give me any 
travel that road. The gentleman 


| from Michigan (Mr. ELLSwortH] asks what assurances were given. 


I will answer that question. After the ri- 
bunal in the Louisiana case had been announced, it became apparent 
to me, as it did toevery intelligent man who had like myself studied 
the situation, that the final de« the electoral commissio1 
would award the Presidency to Mr. Hayes. Of course I felt that that 
but ] we had submitted the ques 
and we were in honor 
bound and con luded by its decision, and | told eve ry body that I 
should vote to sustain every dec that tribunal, matter 
what the consequences might be. But I did not see any reason why, 
because Mr. Hayes was going into the Presidency, I should ignore the 
fact that there was a Jarge number of gentlemen on this floor who 
did not look upon that question as I did, and who were prepared, 
and had so told me, that they would see that the count should never 
be completed, 

Upon that statement I reflected, and I said to myself, unless ig 
is understood that the troops shall be withdrawn from Louisiana 
and South Carolina, civil war will surely break out ; 
from Louisiana had 


decision of the electoral 


ision of 


I felt that 
and conscience 


iIsion Ol 


ho 


for gentlemen 
that thei people would no longer 
and I knew that if they resisted 
the other southern States were in honor bound to help them and the 
Northern States would be drawn into the struggle. If I could not 
save the Presidency from the wreck, 1 did not any good reason 
why South Carolina and Louisiana should not be saved from it and 
civil war, which would ruin all our hopes, be averted. Thereupon, of 
my own motion, I went to my friend who stands now in front of me, 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. FosTer,] and I made to him pretty 
much the remarks which I have just now made. The reason why I 
went to him was because he had made a speech upon this floor in 
which he declared what the policy of the President would be. He 
believed it and I believed it. I said to that gentleman: “I fear there 
will be trouble, unless you can satisfy these southern gentlemen that 
the policy which you have declared to be the policy of the incoming 
Administration will be adhered to.” He replied to me: * What can 
Ido?” Isaid: ‘I do not it is not my business.” Said he 
“1 will think about it.” 

Subsequently he came back to me—I think it was the next day; 
there may have been an intervening day—and he showed me a lette1 
signed by Mr. Hayes, which letter has since been made public. I read 
it. He said: “ Will that be satisfactory?” I said: “‘ Mr. FosTer, it is 
not I whom you have to satisfy; it is other gentlemen. To me it 
would not be satisfactory - but you must go to them and satisfy them 
that this policy will be carried out.” 

That was the last interview I had with the gentleman from Ohio 
on the subject. What followed came to me only from other persons. 
I had no part in the bargain, if any was made; I knew nothing of 
any bargain orof its terms. But I was told on the day after the Ver- 
mont returns had been presented to the joint convention that these 
gentlemen from Louisiana were satisfied, and that there was no good 
reason why the count should not proceed. I do not know how they 
were satisfied; I had neve any them upon the 
ject of any negotiation, but I know that I was told they were satisfied. 
Upon that, so far as I had any influence, I exerted it for the comple 
tion of the count, as indeed I had exerted it from the outset. 

I did it in the interest of peace ; I did it in the interest of my coun- 
try; and I believe that I then did the wisest and best act of my life, 
so far as I had any concern in the transaction. If other men made 
bargains, I know nothing of them; but that negotiations went on 
and that these gentlemen from Louisiana were satisfied, I do know ; 
and I do know that the count was completed a the most serious 
Have I answered the gentleman to his satis- 
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know ; 
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faction? 
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Mr. CONGER. I wish to ask one other question of the gentleman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York yield? 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I do not propose to yield to anybody 
for questions, except that I wish to know from the gentleman from 
Michigan [ Mr. ELLSwortH] whether I have fully answered the ques- 
tions which he propounded to me, Beyond that I do not propose to 
vo Cries of “ Regular order !’] 
Mr. DURHAM. Having charge of this bill on which the debate 
has certainly taken a very wide rang: { Laughter. ] 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. What bill ! 
Mr. DURHAM. I am not talking about polities, I am talking about 
usiness. I am talking about the Military Academy bill, not the 
toral bill or anything of that sort I am SOrTy that this question 
s been throw nto the discussior I now move that the commit- 
se for the purpose « limiting debate. 
FINLEY. lope rentleman will withdraw his motion for 
omel I want one word, 
Mr. DURHAM. I insist upon my motion. The Committee on Ap- 
propriations are very anxiot progress with their business, and I 


must do so. 


al 


rhe question bei iken on the 1 on that the committee ri 
there were—ayes 13 oes 6 

Mr. HALE and others « ed for tell 

rellers were ordered; and Mr. DurmwAM, and Mr. Warts of Penn- 
vVivania, ere appointed 

The com tee divided ; and the llers reported—ayes 120, noes 46. 

So the mot } is agreed to 

lhe committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union 1 
Academy appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
Mr. DURHAM. I move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole upon the Military Academy appropriation bill, 
and pending that motion I move that all debate upon the last sec- 
tion and the amendments thereto be limited to one minute. 

Mr. HALE Would that close debate on the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. BEEBE. Would it be competent for me to move to amend so 
as to close debate on the bill as well as the section ? 

rhe SPEAKER. That motion is in order; but it could not cut off 
the privilege of amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. DURHAM. I have no objection to accepting that as a modifi- 
cation of my motion. 


may be offered, shall be closed in one minute. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I hope that will not be agreed to. 


Mr. CONGER. Imove to amend by striking out “ one minute” and | 


inserting “one hour.” 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Does it not require a two-thirds 
vote in order that this motion shall prevail ? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. BRAGG. I move that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. FINLEY. I move to amend the amendment of the gentle- | 


man from Michigan by striking out “one hour” and inserting “ ten 
minutes.” 
I presume. 
The SPEAKER. Not necessarily. The Clerk will read the rule. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


In filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be first put. But | 


where a specific time or sum stands part of a motion, it is not until it is struck out 
and a blank thereby produced that this rule can begin to operate 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, in accordance with this rule, receives 
these motions as amendments to the original proposition. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope that the majority will not prevent answers 
from this side. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. FINLEY to 
limit debate to ten minutes, it was not agreed to. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. CONGER to 
limit debate to one hour,the Speaker declared that the “ noes” ap- 
peared to prevail. 

Mr. CONGER. L ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DURHAM. I would rather give an hour for debate than waste 
time upon the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EDEN. I object to giving an hour; I call for a vote. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DURHAM. If I can possibly accept the proposition for one 
hour’s debate, I will do so, rather than have time consumed by the 
roll-call 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have been ordered. 


The question being taken on the motion of Mr. FRANKLIN that the | 


House adjourn, it was not agreed to; there being—ayes 71, noes 95. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move to reconsider the vote by which the House 


journ. 


had had under consideration the Military | 


FEBRUARY 13, 


ordered the yeas and nays on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Michigan. I think we might as well spena the time in aebate o 
in calling the roll. 

Mr. BRAGG. I call for the yeas and nays on the motion + 


as 
> ad 


The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman did not rise in time. The deej 
ion had been declared and another motion entertained. 

Mr. BRAGG. I knew that the gentleman from Illinois 
SPRINGER] had risen to make a motion; I was not aware that 
Chair had recognized him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair had recognized him as he ve: 
quently recognizes members, by looking distinctly at him. 

Mr. BRAGG. I move, then, that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the point of order that the moti 
adjourn is not in order, no business having intervened since a si; 
motion was ne vatived. 

The SPEAKER. The entertaining of another motion is busi: 

Mr. SPRINGER. Bout the motion has not been acted on. |] 
mit it is not business until it has been voted on by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that a mere motion is inte: 
ing business, and has always so held. The Clerk will read fro 
Manual upon this point. 

rhe Clerk read as follows: 

A motion to adjourn may be repeated, although no question has been put 
cided since the former motion,—(Journal, 1, 23, p. 651,) but there must hay 
some intervening business.—Jbid., 1,31, 1092. [Another motion submitted 
ress in debate, or reading a paper by the Clerk, an order of the yeas and na 
has been considered such “intervening business” as will authorize a repetiti« 
the motion to Adjourn. } 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 70, noes 93. 

Mr. BRAGG demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered, only 7 voting in the affirmatiy 

Mr. BRAGG demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 5 voting in the affirmati 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. ATKINS. May I ask by unanimous consent all pending 
tions and propositions be withdrawn, so as to allow us to proceed 
with the consideration of the Military Academy bill? I hope public 
business will be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. CONGER. In answer to that let me say that my object in ask- 
ing for an hour’s time is a natural and proper one; that atter all that 


| has been said on the other side there should be an hour on this side, 


or at least some time. 
Mr. ATKINS. I will say to the gentleman from Michigan that so 


yu ny me s | far as I am concerned I was willing to yield an hour, but the majority 
The SPEAKER. The motion is that when the House again resolves | of the House voted otherwise. 
itself into Committee of the Whole on this bill, all debate on the | 


pending amendment, on the last section, and on all amendments that | 


Mr. CONGER. Oh, no, that is the proposition now pending. 

Mr. ATKINS. But the gentleman has spoken very often. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman need not be personal or I will hav: 
to answer in the same way. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman consent to take half an hour? 
We can then reconsider the vote by which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. BEEBE. I object to any such consent. 

Mr. CONGER. The yeas and nays were ordered on the proposition. 

Mr. BEEBE. And that is the reason I have objected. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I thought they were withdrawn. I move to re- 
consider the vote by which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend the motion of the gentleman 


; g : | from Michigan by making it a half hour. 
Mr. CONGER. The question will be first put upon the longest time, | 


Mr. THOMPSON. I rise to a point of order that the longest time 


| must be first voted on. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point of order for the 
reason heretofore stated. The Clerk will read from the Manual. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In filling up blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be first put.—Rule 50 
[But where a specific time or sum stands part of a motion, it is not until it is 
struck out, and a blank thereby produced, that this rule can begin to operate.) 

The SPEAKER. The Chair therefore recognizes the motion, not 
as though there were blanks to be filled up, where the longest time 
is to be first voted on, but as an amendment to the motion of the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. CONGER. I hope the ruling of the Chair will not be consid- 
ered as a precedent. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right to take an appeal. 

Mr. SPRINGER’s amendment was agreed to; and the motion, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Mr. DURHAM moved that the rules be suspended and the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
BLACKBURN in the chair.) 

Mr. DURHAM. Mr. Chairman, the debate has been limited by 
order of the House to thirty minutes, and | am willing to give twenty 


minutes to the other side. 


Mr. BLOUNT. Are we not now acting under the five-minute rule? 

The CHAIRMAN. Weare. By order of the House debate has been 
limited to thirty minutes, twenty minutes of which it is proposed be 
given to the other side. 








